THE  UNIVERSITY 
OF  ILLINOIS 
LIBRARY 

639-05 

v.34 

REMOTE  STOKAGfl 


Supplement  to  Tiie  Fishing  Gazettk,  July  8,  1897. J 


THE 


DEVOTED  TO 


ANGLING,  EIVBE,  LAKE,  AND  SEA  FISHING 

AND  FISH  CULTURE. 


EDITED  BY  R.  B.  MARSTON 

(HON.  TREASURER  OF  THE  FLY  FISHERS'  CLUB). 


WITH  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


VOL.  XXXIV.,  JANUARY  TO  JUNE,  1897 


LONDON : 

SAMPSON     LOW,     MARSTON,     AND     COMPANY,  LIMITED 
ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  E.C. 


[ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 


u 


[Supplement  to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  July  3,  1887. 


INDEX   TO   VOL.  XXXIV. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Abel,  Sir  Frodk.  A.,  K.C.B.,  354 
Abraham,  Mr.  Frank,  242 
Anglers  of  the  Day — Mr.  G.  Laoey,  46 
Banchory  Bridge  over  the  Dee,  372 
Box  for  Live  May  Flies,  354 
Burling  gets  a  Catch,  6 
Campbell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.,  and  their 
Fish,  164 

"  Ceres "  Reminder  and  Table  Clearer. 
393 

Cheshunt  Great  House,  179 
Chub  takon  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  157 
Cos,  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.,  J.P.,  D.L.,  92 
Donglas,  W.,  Head  River  Keeper,  128 
"  Dragnet  "  Reading  his  "  Jottings  by  the 
Way,"  118 

mean,  the  late  Mr.  W.,  124 

igh,  the,  below  the  Main  Arch,  351 


Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Aquarium 

Hardy's    Artificial    Bait    Box,   204 ; 

Hardy's  Dry  Fly  Box,  204  ;  Hardy's 

Improved  "  Royle  "  Landing  Net,  205  ; 

Hardy's    Patent    Silex    Reel,    205 ; 

Ogden  and  Scotford's  Seat  Basket,  204  ; 

Ogden  Smith's  Dry  Fly  Box,  204 
Fishing  Boat  and  Tackle,  258 
Fish  Out  of  Water,  402,  422,  462, 
Fish  Photography,  17 
Fraser   River,   the,  at  Lilloct,  British 

Columbia,  Canada,  226 
Fry,  the  late  Mr.  C.  E.,  306 
Glenlyon  Salmon,  a,  27*lb.,  224 
Hase,  Mr.  John  (•"  Giant  "),  124 
Hill,  Mr.  J.  R. — Lake  Derwentwater,  184 
Holiday    in    the    Blue    Mountains  of 

Jamaica,  162 


Imperial  Institute,  the,  354  ;  Ground 
Plan  of,  355  ;  First  Floor  of,  355 

Instra  Warmer,  the,  126 

Jephson,  Capt.  Sir  Alfred,  R.N.,  354 

Mahseer,  531b.,  226 

Mascalonge,  455 

Mathews'  Patent  Disgorger,  39 

Medals  Awarded  for  the  Wimbledon 
Tournament,  75 

Nottingham  Reel  made  by  Mr.  Duncan, 
124 

On  the  Lea  at  Ware,  180 
Our  Club — Coat  of  Arms,  6  ;  Ramsay  and 
his  Pal,  6 

Patterson,  Mr.  Charles  S.,  M.B.,  F.Z.S., 

128 
Pickerel,  455 
Pike,  455 


Position  of  Wings  in  Artihtial  Flies,  219 

Pulley  End  for  Sea  Rods,  1 76 

"  Quick-Sure  "  Landing  Net,  41 

River  Mole,  the,  at  Fetoham.  392 

Rod  Rests,  220,  238 

Scene  on  the  Barle,  35 

■'  Spin-Brown  "  Trolling  Tackle.  163 

Swan  Hotel,  Bibury,  322 

Thames  and  Thames  Valley,  Photo  of 

Model  of  the  374 
"  Throwing  a  Flee,"  412 
Tovil  on  the  Medway,  457 
Trout  Fly  Dressing,  Hooks  for.  450.  1,1 

452 

Valor  Rod  Rest,  161 
Waltham  Abbey,  179 
Walton's  Marriage  Chest,  180 
Well  Head,  Selbourne,  88 


ARTICLES   AND  MISCELLANEOUS. 


Abbey  Mills  Sick  Benefit  Society,  76 

Aldeburgh-by-the-Sea,  201 

Amalgamation  of  London  Anglers,  the 
proposed,  227,  293,  297,  313,  396 

American  Fisheries  Society,  the,  260,  41  3 

Anchor  Fishing  Society,  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  45,  281 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society's 
Annual  Dinner,  384 

Angler  in  Ireland  Fifty  Years  Ago,  the, 
7,  20,  40,  56,  71,  91 

Angler  of  Fifty  Tears  Ago,  the,  411 

Anglers  and  their  Haunts,  57 

Anglers'  Association,  133,  212,  313,  363, 
464 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  Tenth  Angling 
Competition,  171,  194,  216,  233,  251 
327 

Angler's  Right  to  Fish,  the,  185 
Angling  at  Overscaig,  Sutherland,  in  1896, 
190 

Angling  Excursions  in  France  and  Bel- 
gium, 322,  337,  376,  393,  413,  436,  453 
Angling  in  a  Grass  Field,  44 
Angling  in  the  Coquet,  345 
Angling  Prospects  on  the  Bann,  322 
Another  Q.E.D. — A  Reply  to  "  Val  Con- 
son,"  455 

Answers  to  Correspondents,  175,  269 

301,  349,  369,  387,  467 
Artificial  Floods,  384 
Artificial  Fly  Making — Announcement  of 

an  Illustrated  Series  of  Articles  on 

123 

Artificial  Propagation  of   Salar  in  the 

North  of  Scotland,  304 
A  Surprise,  272 

Attempt  at  Trouting  in  Sussex,  an,  337 
Author  of  the  ';  Book  of  the  Black  Bass  "■ 

the,  178 
Autumn  Jack  Fishing,  75 

Bath  Anglers'  Association,  99 
Bibury  on  the  Upper  Coin.  Gloucester- 
shire,  322 


Bicycle  and  the  Rod,  the,  260 
Biology  of  the  Great  Lakes,  the,  27 
Blackfriars    Angling    Society's  Annual 

Dinner,  384 
Black  Trout,  73 
Book  of  the  Dry  Fly,  the,  303 
Bostonian  Angling  Society,  404 
Bristol  Golden  Carp  Angling  Association, 

102 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  99,  199 
By  ihe  Wey,  37 

Capital  Book,  a,  on  Sport  in  Norway. 
431 

Capital  Fishing  Tackle  Business  for  Sale, 
a,  432 

Capture  of  Otters  in  the  Spey,  115 
Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  116,  267 
Castleconnell,  191 
Caudebec-en-Caux,  110,  125,  160 
Central  Association  of  London  Angling 

Clubs,   76,  98,   171,   251,   264,  329, 

444 

Christmas  Catch,  a,  3 
Coarse  Fish  Anglers  and  Trout  Licences 
431 

Collingwood   Angling   Society's  Annual 

Dinner,  384 
Colour  and  Blindness  in  Trout,  1 43 
Coming  Salmon  Season,  the,  2 
Competition  on  Loch  Leven,  1897,  314 
!  "  Compleat  Angler,"  the,  another  Sale  of 
first  Five  Editions  of,  105 
"  Compleat  Angler,"  the,  179 
i  Crewe  No.  1  Angling  Society,  09 
j  Cumberland  Derwent  Fishery  Board.  !l<> 
Curious  and  Wonderful  Forms  of  Deep 
Sea  Life,  80 

Dapping  for  Dace,  415 

Dawn  of  '97,  the,  26 

Day  on  the  Aberdeenshire  Dee,  a,  320 

Days  among  the  Test  Trout,  141 

Day's  Grayling  Fishing,  a.  22 

Day's  Pike  Fishing  in  November,  a,  206 


Day's  Pollack  Fishing  at  the  Land's  End, 
a,  416 

Death  of  an  Old  Angler,  124 
Death  of  "  Giant,"  117 
Death  of  Mr.  Clarence  E.  Fry,  275 
Death  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Gordon,  366 
Devon  and  Cornwall  Salmon  Rivers,  26 
li  Diogenes  "  at  the  Fisheries,  326 
Diamond   Jubilee   Open    Roving  Com- 
petition at  Amberley,  404,  418 
Dinner  to  Mr.  A.  Nuthail,  J.P.,  34 
Doctor's  Orders,  273 
"  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  389,  409,  433 
Dumfries  Angling  Association,  139 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  38 1. 

Early  Lay  from  Loch  Tay,  51 

Early  Season  Barbel  and  other  Fishing, 

with  the  Caddis  Grub,  452 
Early  Trout,  the,  257 
East  Anglian  Piscatorial  Society,  151 
Easter  Monday,  305 
Eels  in  a  Grass  Field,  56 
Encyclopedia  of  Sport,  the,  1 99 
End  of  the  Sea  Fishing,  57 
Epsom  Angling  Society,  139,  171,  2D7 
Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association,  117 
Every  Man  His  Own  Trout  Breeder,  51 
Experience  Teaches,  110 

Fairy  Rings,  27 

FarJiese    and    Icelandic    Shooting  and 

Fishing  Exhibition,  90 
First-rate  Bicycle,  a,  450 
Fish  and  Fishing  in  the  Eastern  Counties, 

98 

Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium,  184,  203 

Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  -  Bell  and  Prichard,  Messrs., 
205;  Carter,  Messrs.  A.,- and  Co.,  203; 
Enright  and  Son,  Messrs.,  205  ;  Gillett, 
Mr.,  205  ;  Hardy  Brothers,  Messrs., 
203  ;  King,  Malcom,  and  Co.,  Messrs., 
205;   Marton,  Mr.,   203;   Ogdon  and 


Scotford,  Messrs..  205:  Ogden  Smith, 
Mr.  F.  J.,  205;  Richardson,  Mr.  J. 
203  ;  Slater,  Mr.  D.,  205 

Fisheries  Preservation  at  Henley,  90 

Fishery  Laws,  436 

Fishery  Prosecution  in  Ireland,  417 

Fish  Fallacies,  1 

Fishing  and  General  Sporting  Exhibition, 

St.  Petersburg,  123 
Fishing  and  Yachting  Exhibition  at  the 

Imperial   Institute  —  Fishing  Turkic 

Makers'  Exhibits,  87.  105,  141.  :;:>::. 

373,  436 

Fishing  in  the  Lakes  and  Rivers  of  Austria, 

Bavaria,  and  Hungary,  221 
Fishing  Rights,  25 
Fish  On  and  Off  the  Food.  89 
Fish  Photography,  17 
Fish  Tails  and  Some  True  Ones,  24D 
"  Fishy"  Incidents,  a  Few,  27<:,  393 
Fitzgerald  v.  Firbank,  340 
Fly  Fishers'  Club.  9,  59,  60.  91,  227 
Foley  Angling  Society,  12  I 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  340 
Friendly  Anglers'  Society.  99 
Fry,  the  lute  Mr.  C.  B.,  306 
Future  Policy   of   the   Severn  Fishery 

Board,  C9 

Gipping  Angling  Preservation  Societ. ,  190 
Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  t00 
Grand  American  Work  on  Fish  and  Game, 
a,  371 

Great  Lake,  Tasmania,  421 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Sooioty,  30(i 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  7t>,  212 

Grilse  Season,  the,  338 

Ground  Baiting  for  Sea  Fish,  •'■  I 

I  Irowth  of  King  Carp,  the,  27 1 

Gut  Crop  of  1896-7,  the,  56 

Hase,  the  la!te  Mr.  John  ("  Giant of  tho 

Fishing  Gazette,  Fi«ld,'&o,  125 
Hatching  and  Nursing  Soa  Fish,  191 
Have  Fish  a  Memory  ?  51,  70,  91 


FT* 
v.  31 


REMOTE  STORAGE 


Supplement  .to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  July  3,  189".] 


Help  for  the  Kingston  Hospital  Fund,  297 
Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society, 
265 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  404 

Hints  on  Angling  for  Grilse,  351,  372 

Hints  on  Trout  Angling,  &c,  a  Few,  73 

His  Last  Grayling,  37 

Historic  Hostelrie,  an,  265 

Holiday,  a,    in  the  Blue  Mountains  of 

Jamaica,  144 
Horrocks,  the  late  Mr.  John,  of  Weimar, 

223 

HuddersBeld  Angling  Association,  99 

Illegal  Trawling  in  the  Orwell,  8 
Imperial    Institute,  the    Yachting  and 

Fishing  Exhibition,  15,  105,  321 
In  Doone  Land,  35 
In  the  West  of  Ireland,  164 
Irish  Salmon  Fisheries,  396 
Izaak   Walton   Angling    Association  at 

Stafford,  366 

Jottings  by  the  Way,  9,  27,  45,  64,  81, 
100,  117,  135,  153,  172,  191,  213,234, 
250,  266,  281,  298,  308,  330,  346,  364, 
381,  401,  422,  441,  461 

J  ubilee  Toffee,  433 

Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  117,  151, 
222 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  Salmon  Fishings,  the, 
190 

Lake  Vyrnwy,  41 
Lang,  Mr.  Andrew,  and  Q.E.D.,  391 
Lark  Angling  Society,  67 
Leash  of  Large  Pike,  a,  44 
Lesson  in  Dry  Fly  Fishing,  a,  52 
Levenshulme  Angling  Society,  194 
Lifting  Power  of  Rods,  26,  67 
Literature  of  Sea  Angling,  the,  18 
Loch  Eye,  253 

Loch*  Lomond  Angling  Improvement 
Association,  255 

Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray 
Thames  Angling  Association,  315 

Maine,  the  (co.  Antrim),  67 

Malby  Testimonial,  213,  251 

Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Associa- 
tion, 297,  384 

May  Fly  Fishing  on  Lake  Derwentwater, 
184 

May  Fly  Prospects,  395 
May  Fly,  the,  on  a  Subscription  Water, 
429 

Medway  Revisited,  the,  456 
Melbourne  Exhibition,  the,  27 
Midland  Counties  Piscatorial  Association, 
424 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  99 

Model  of  the  Thames  and  Thames  Valley 

at  the  Imperial  Institute,  32 1,  .336 
Mole,  the,  and  the  Swallows,  392 
Montgomeryshire,  9 
Moorland  Beck,  a,  322 
More  Jottings  of  an  Amateur  Fly  Dresser. 

335,  390 
Mourne,  the  (co.  Tyrone),  73 

"Netting  in  the  Shannon,  45 

Netting  of  Barnes  Reservoir,  115 

Netting  without  a  Licence,  396 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  139,  404 

New  Galloway  and  Loch  Ken,  1 

New  Patents,  191,  212,  388,  448,  468 

New  Shannon   Route  from  England  to 

Killaloe,  Castleoonncll,  and  Killarney, 

464 

Northern  Anglers'  Association,  26.  424 
Note  from  (Jlenlyon,  a,  224 


Notes  from  the  North,  12,  29,  47,  65,  83, 
101,  119,  137,  154,  173,  194,  216,  235, 
251,  267.  283,  299,  314,  331,  347,  366, 
385,  404,  424,  444,  464 

Notes  of  a  Sportsman,  449 

Notes  on  the  Border  Esk,  290 

Notices  of  Tackle,  &c. — Anderson's 
Patent  Safety  Road  Skates,  359 ; 
Bishop's  Granular  Effervescent  Citrate 
of  Lithia,  376  ;  "  Ceres  "  Reminder  said 
Table  Clearer,  392  ;  Eaton  and  Deller's 
Double  Taper  Reel  Line,  376  ;  Fishing 
Gazette  Pike  Float,  the,  39 ;  Instra 
Warmer,  the,  126  ;  Mathews',  C.  L., 
Patent  Disgorger,  39  ;  Ogden's"  Gem  " 
Mays,  376  :  '  "  Quick-Sure  "  Landing 
Net,  the,  415  ;  Realistic  Fishing  Game, 
182;  ,:  Spin-Brown  "  Trolling  Tackle 
for  Sea  Fishing,  163 ;  Unbrazed 
Triangles,  305;  Valor  Rod  Rest,  the, 
161  ;  Warner's  Wire  Gimp  Trace,  112  ; 

Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society, 
59,  283,  439 

Oil  Portraits  of  American  Fishes,  73 
Old  Nottingham  Angler's  Retrospect,  an. 
417,  432 

On  the  Desirability  of  being  able  to  Dress 

a  Fly,  No.  1,  159,  239  , 
On  the  Wey,  306 

Opening  of  the  Season  in  S.  Devon,  151 
Open  Poaching,  275 

Open  Angling  Competition  at  Amberley. 

448,  464 
Our  Club,  6 

Our  May  Fly  Outing  on  the  Test  and 

Itchen,  389,  410 
Out  with  the  "  Scorcher,"  16 

Permanganate  of  Potash  in  Pisciculture, 
275 

Pike,  Concerning,  4 

Pike,  Large,  Information  as  to  Capture  of, 
15 

Pike,  Pickerel,  and  Mascalonge,  455 
Piscatorial     Society,     Annual  Dinner, 

128  ;  Paper  read  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 

142 

Piscatorial  Society,  366 

Pleasant  Memories  of  Angling,  53,  71,  90. 

106,  124 
Poaching  on  the  Shannon,  49 
Pollack  Fishing  off  Tresco,  206 
Pollution  of  Rivers,  36 
Presentation   to  Alderman   A.  Nuthall, 

J.P.,  58 

Preservation  of  the  River  Medway,  417 
Proposed  Alteration  of  Fishery  Laws  in 

Ireland,  115 
Proposed    Amalgamation    of    the  two 

London  Angling  Associations,  244 
Proposed  Sea  Fishing  Guide,  243 
Provincial  Notes,  12,  29,  47,  65,  83,  101, 

119,  137,  154,  173,  194,  217.  235,  251, 

267,  281,  283,  299,  314,  331,  347,  366, 

385,  405,  425,  444,  464 

Queen's  Diamond  Jubilee,  the,  452 

Rainbow  Trout,  33,  223 
Rare  Catches,  411 

Reading  and  District  Angling  Association, 
194 

Red-Letter  Day  among  the  Dace,  a,  22 
Remarkable  Yorkshire  Stream,  a,  186 
Resignation  of  Mr.  W.    H.  Brougham, 
178 

Record  Year  in  Thames  Preservation,  a, 
384 

Remedy  for  Sea  Sickness,  a,  432 
Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Sea  Fisheries, 
England  and  Wales,  431 


Reports  from  Clubs,  7.  24,  25,  42,  62,  63, 
78,  81,  97,  100,  114,  117,  131,  134,  149, 
151,  167,  171,  186,  190,  209,  213,  231, 
233,  248,  249,  263,  265,  278,  279,  295, 
297,  311,  314,  327,  330,  342.  345,  362, 
363,  379,  381,  399,  401,  420,  421,  440, 
441,  460,  461. 

Reports  from  Rivers,  9, 11,  23,  25,  41,  60, 
63,  77,  81,  95,  100,  112,  117,  129,  134, 
147, 151,  165,  171,  188,  190,  207,  213, 
227,  233,  246,  249,  261,  265,  277,  279, 
293,297,309,  314,  324,  329,341,345, 
360,363,377,  381.  397,  401,418,421. 
437,  441,  457,  461 

Reviews  and  Notices  of  Books  —  An 
Angler's  Basket,  161:  Bell,  Mr.  D.. 
Aberdeen,  Catalogue  of,  226 ;  Book  of 
the  Dry  Fly,  the,  224  :  Chronicles  of 
the  Old  Cronies'  Angling  Club,  the,  5  ; 
Coxon's,  Mr.,  Book  on  Angling,  39 ; 
Dry  Fly  Entomology,  by  F.  M.  Hal- 
ford,  180  :  Encyclopaedia  of  Sport,  the, 
288  ;  Familiar  Wild  Flowers,  161,  277  ; 
Farlow's  Pocket  Price  List,  225 : 
Fisherman's  Nautical  Almanack,  22  ; 
Five  Early  Waltons  at  Auction,  161  ; 
Hearder  and  Sons',  Messrs..  Sea  Fish- 
ing Guide,  124  ;  "  J.  R.  '  Fly  Box,  the, 
207  ;  Navy  League  Guide  to  the  Naval 
Review,  415  ;  Salmon  History,  15  : 
Tale  of  the  Cuban  Rebellion,  a,  51  ; 
Wasted  Orchards  of  England,  the,  257 

River  Camel,  the,  433 

River  Keepers'  Dinner,  85,  98 

River  Lea  Fishery  Thirty  Years  Ago,  224 

Roach  Fishing,  80 

Roach  Fishing  in  February,  177 

Rock  Fisher,  the,  and  his  Sport,  430 

Rods  on  Al  Trout  Water  to  Let,  274 

Royal  Aquarium,  99 

Salford  Anglers'  Society,  154 

Salmon  Angling  Rents,  33 

Salmon  Fishing  in  1896  in  the  Wplsh 
Rivers,  384 

Salmon  in  the  Thames,  108. 

Salmon  Lures  for  Spring,  70,  87, 106 

Salmon  Poaching  Cases  at  Peebles,  85 

Scotland,  Lochs,  Rivers,  and  Open 
Fisheries  of — Inverness-shire,  3,  17, 
36  ;  Kincardineshire,  37,  54;  Kinross- 
shire,  55,  74  ;  Kirkcudbrightshire,  75, 
89,  107,  127,  146,  162;  Lanarkshire, 
182,  202  :  Linlithgowshire,  202 ; 
Morayshire.  202  ;  Nairnshire,  202  ; 
Orkney,  202,  225,  241  ;  Peeblesshire, 
290,  307  ;  Perthshire,  3,  18,  37,  55,  75, 
89,  108,  127,  146,  163,  182,  202-,  308, 
324,  339,  353,  395,  412,  431,  455  ;  Ren- 
frewshire Open  Fishings,  202  ;  Ross- 
shire  Open  Fishings,  202,  225.  241, 
257 ;  Roxburghshire  Open  Fishings, 
275,  29.0 ;  Selkirkshire  Open  Fishings, 
290,  308  ;  Shetland,  241,  256,  274,  289  ; 
Stirlingshire  Open  Fishings,  324  ; 
Sutherlandshire  Open  Fishings,  339, 
396,  413,  432 

Scotch  Salmon  Soison,  the,  291 

Sea  Fishing  at  Plymouth, '251.  314 

Sea  Fishing,  &<>.,  258 

Sea  Fishing  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  105 
Sea  Trout  Fishing,  <fcc,  in  the  Rosses 

Fishery,  co.  Donegal,  -WJ 
Seaside  Fishing  Resorts,  72 
Serapis  Angling  Society,  71 
Shannon  and  Lough  Dorg.  301 
Shannon  Fisheries,  the,  67 
Shannon  Prospects,  26 
Shannon  Salmon  Fisheries,  the,  340 
Shropshire  Severn,  the,  271 
Solway  Fishery  Compar.y.  Limited,  the. 

431 


Some  Experiences,  1 78 

Some  Varied  Sporjt  on  Darenth,  376 

Spey,  the,  126 

Spring  Day  at  Bolton  Woods,  a,  352 
Spring  Salmon  Angling,  143,  181 
Spring  Salmon  Lures,  123 
Springtime  in  Yorkshire,  255,  272 
Stocking  the  Cuilfail  Hotel  Waters  with 

Yearling  Rainbow  Trout,  76 
Strange  Stream,  a,  112 
Stray  Casta,  184,  356 
Stroll  by  the  River  Mole,  a,  358 
Sussex     Piscatorial     Society's  Annual 

Dinner,  251 
Swans  on  the  Thames,  the,  191,  240,  261 

Test  Grayling,  55 

Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  85, 

154,  233,  404 
Thames  Fishery  in  the  Seventies,  a,  275, 

289 

Thames  Fishery,  the,  and  the  T.A.P.S.. 
241 

Thames  Model  Donation  Fund,  225,  239 

Thames  Re-stocking  Association,  382,  457 

Thames  River  Keepers'  Dinner,  14,  129 

Thames  Season,  1897-8,  413 

Thames  Trouting,  255 

Three  Brace  from  Lake  Vyrnwy,.376 

The   Orkneys  —  Birsay   as   a  Summer 

Resort,  453 
The  Sportsman  in  Ireland,  429 
Tiny  Tributary,  a,  358 
Trawling  for  Amateurs,  26,  49,  67 
Trout  and  Salmon  Angling  in  Ireland,  91 
Trout  Fishing  Close  Time  (Scotland),  265 
Trout  Fishing  in  Switzerland,  340 
Trout  Fishing  in  Tasmania,  292 
Trout  Fly  Dressing,  451 
Trout  Season  in  Scotland,  the,  199,  243 
Trouting  in  Scotland,  259 
Trout  Water  Problems,  287 

Ulster  Fisherman  and — Poacher,  an. 
203 

Unique  Eel  Fishing,  424 

Unity  Council,  the,  363,  417,  439 

Unnatural  Natural  Bait,  134 

Victoria's  Sixty  Years,  444 
Visit  to  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  a,  435 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association, 
139 

Wanted,  a  Guide  to  Sea  Fishing,  159 
War,  Famine,  and  Our  Food  Supply,  255 
Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  85,  411 
Where  do  Eels  Breed  ?  291 
While  Fishes*  Sleep,  216 
White  Trout  Fishing  in  Sea  Estuaries, 
292 

Who  was  Juliana  Berners  ?  444 
Winter  Fishing  on  the  Arun,  201 
Wolverhampton    and    District  Angling 

Association,  99  • 
World's  Record  Long  Distance  Cast,  the, 

296 

West    London  Angling    Club's  Annual 

Dinner,  441 
Where  to  Rear  Trout,  339 
White,  Gilbert,  a  Bibliography  of,  88 
Wimbledon  Tournament,  the,  3  t,  75 
Winter  Fishing,  77 
Witham  Angling  Society,  439 

Yankee,  a,  "  On  the  Shoot,"  80 
Yare  and   Bure  Preservation  Society, 
216 

Yellow  Fin,  Finnock,  and  Sea  Trout,  391 
Ye  Sunberrye  Fysher,  363 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  116 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Prosecution,  396 


594070 


nr 


[Supplement  to  The  Fishing  Gazette,  July  8,  1897. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


"A  Grand  American  Work  on  Fish,  &c" 
407 

Alder,  the,  17.r> 

Amalgamation,  8C,  104,  270,  302.  834.  BSD* 

370,  388 
Amenities  of  Angling,  the,  447 
Angler's  Library,  the,  333 
Angling  at  Bull  Bay,  Anglesea,  4(irf 
Angling  at  South  Molton  (Devon),  427 
Are  Salmon  Flies  Correctly  Built  f  155, 

198 

*•  Athole  Brose"  68 

Automatic  Keel,  the,  219.  238,  254 

Bank  Fishing  Wanted,  50 

Barbel  in  Winter,  31 

Barbel  put  into  the  Lea,  176 

Best  Way  to  Catch  Baits,  the,  27".  301 

Big  Haul  of  Salmon,  a,  139 

"Big  Pike"  List,  85.  1 04,  121 

Black  Gnat,  the,  349 

Black  Trout,  104 

Book  of  the  Dry  Fly,  the,  833 

Books  to  Exchange,  140 

Border  Esk — a  Correction,  884 

Box  for  Live  May  Flies,  369 

Bream  at  Tring,  49 

British  Fishing  Fleet,  the,  408 

Bull  Trout,  31,  32i  50 

Capture  of  Large  Pike,  the,  50 
Casting  to  a  Rising  "Trout,  333 

hampion  Fly  Caster,  the,  427 

hampionship  Casting,  101,  122,  140,  155 

iar  Query,  re,  140 
Chub,  Capture  of  a  71b.,  157 
Chub,  and  Boach  Fishing  near  Carlisle, 

286,  302 
Close  Season,  the,  104,  349 
Colour  and  Blindness  in  Trout.  23  7 
Contradictions,  103 
Correction,  a,  219,  388 
Costa  and  Pickering  Club  Waters,  285 
"  Coxon"  Ariel  Reel,  the,  270 
Crimson  Bodied  March  Browns,  254,  269 
-  Croneen,"  369,  428,  468 
Cucumber  or  ThymySmell  of  the  Grayling,' 
the,  122 

Curious  Capture  of  two  Trout  on  one  Fly, 
302 

"  Dagonkt  "  Letter  Card,  the,  220 
Death  of  Mr.  A.  D.  Bartlett,  370 
Deformed  Sea  Trout   Caught  in  Loch 

Lomond,  301 
Desirability  of  Unity,  the,  443 
Detached  Bodies  for  May  Flies,  447 
Deveron,  the,  176,  254,  301,  302,  334 
Devon  Minnows,  14,  31 
Disclaimer,  a,  68,  318,  349 
Double  Midge  Flies  with  a  Metal  Eve. 

286 

Dower  Chest  of  Mrs.  Izaak  Walton.  288 

Dressing  for  Silk  Lines,  286 

Dry  Fly,  the,  350 

'  Dry  Fly  Entomology,"  447 

English  and  Welsh  Salmon  Rivers,  14, 
198 

Erne  Dapping,  197 
Erring  Landrail,  a.  80 

Fairy  Rings,  Toads,  4c,  14,  31,  50 
False  Report,  a.  370 

Faroese   and  Icelandic  Expedition,  the, 

140.  175 
Fish  and  Colour  Perception,  467 
Fish  Disease  in  Aquarium,  198,  220  • 


Fisherman  and  Poacher,  a,  238 

Fishing  at,  in,  or  near — Aberfeldy,  a 
Correction,  49  ;  Aldershot,  369  ;  Alex- 
andra Park,  122 ;  Bedford,  31,  49,  50, 68  ; 
Bristol,  334  ;  Cardigan,  122,  104,  140; 
Dumfries.    334,   369 ;    East  Coast  of 

I  Ireland,  350  ;  Galway,  333  ;  Holy 
Island,  254  ;  Iceland,  176  ;  Ilfracombe, 
350  ;  Ireland,  Green  Drake  Season,  334  : 
Ireland,  wanted,  197,238  ;  Isleof  Wight, 
176  ;  Italian  Lakes,  238  ;  Kashmir,  286  ; 
Killarney,  388 ;  the  Lake  of  Genoa, 
254,  269 :  Leicester,  50  ;  Loch  Tay, 
269  ;  co.  Meath,  Ireland,  318  ;  North 
Uist,  49  ;  North  Wales,  318  ;  Norway, 
157,  370;  Nuneaton,  68;  Paris,  334; 
Pembrokeshire,  318,  '  334 ;  Public 
Reservoirs,   369  ;   Scilly,   158 ;  South 

.  Wales,  238  ;  Manchester,  wanted,  219  ; 
Croydon,  wanted,  270 ;  Sutherland- 
shire,  350,  388.  408  ;  the  Teme  at 
Ludlow,  369 ;  Lake  Ullswater,  369  ; 
Upminster,  Essex,  468  ;  West  Cumber- 
land, 334  ;  Windermere,  333,  350 

Fish  with  Pug  Nose,  219 

Floods  on  the  Thimes,  68 

Fly  Casting,  Grass  or  Water,  Wimbledon 
Tournament,  &c,  158,  427 

Fly  Dressing  Wax,  191,  217 

Fly  Fishers'  Dinner,  the,  139 

Fly  Fishing  for  Coarse  Fish,  122,  140,  219 

Francis  Fly,  the,  349 

Freshwater  Fishing  near  Folkestone, 
408 

Freshwater  Fishing  near  Southend,  448 

Gedxet,  Mr.,  on  the  Wet  Fly,  285 
General  Preservation  Fund,  122 
Good  Coarse  Fishing  Wanted,  448,  467 
Good  Deeds,  122 
Good  Place  on  the  Broads,  a,  447 
Good  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  Moy,  447 
Grayling  Fallacies.  86,  103 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  the,  86 
Guide  to  Sea  Fisting,  the,  219 

Hardy  Brothers  (Messrs.),  in  London, 
139 

j  Have  Fish  a  Memory  f  104,  122,  140,  157 
j  Hertford  Angling  Society,  158 

Hertfordshire  Trout,  a  Fine,  468 
j  Hooks  for  Sea  Trout  Fishing,  14 
j  Holmes's  Testimonial,  49 
j  Honest  Horsehair  Wanted,  219 
!  How  it  Strikes  a  Stranger,  350 
I  "  How  it  Strikes  an  Insider,"  388 

How  to  Remove  Herl  from  Flies,  318 

Hybrid  Roich  at  Tring,  31 

Iceland.  198 

'Irish  Fishery  Bill,  the,  122 

Is  Shooting  Trout  Illegal?  417 

Lamp  Snake,  the,  302 
Landrails,  104 

j  Large  Carp,  Bream,  and  Tench  Wanted, 

I    176  . 

Late  Brown  Trout  Fishing  Wanted,  333 
Lessons  in  Fly  Casting,  270,  388 
Letter  to  the  Editor,  408 
■  Loggie."  '  Lizzie."  and  '  Mrs.  Brooks," 
31 

Lord  Inverurie's  Big  Pike  List,  68,301.  318 

Malby  Testimonial,  104 

Malloch  Casting  Reel,  the.  107,  270 

Marking  Fish,  219 


Marking  Salmon,  176 

"  Marston's  Fancy  "  Trout  and  Grayling 

Fly,  140 
Massacre  of  the  Innocents,  388 
May  Fly  Fishing  on  Lough  Erne,  85 
May  Fly  on  Darenth,  387 
Mems  and  Queries,  302,  333 
Method  of  Securing  Joints  of  a  Rod.  68 
Midland  Anglers  re  Severn  Fishery  Board, 

103,  140,  158,  198,  237 
Migration  of  Salmon,  158 
Mild  Reproof,  a,  370 
Misleading  Reports,  334 
More  Jottings  of  an  Amateur  Fly  Dresser. 

369 

More  Large  Pike,  68 

Nameless  Case  of  Salmon  Flies  at  the 

Fisheries  Exhibition,  408 
Natterjack,  the,  or  Rush  Toad,  467 
New  Competition  at  Great  Yarmouth,  86 
Note  from  the  States,  a,  369 

Oil  Fly,  the,  350 

Old  Angling  Society,  an,  ]  95 

One  Central  Anglers'  Association,  317 

One  Association,  370 

One  Fish  on  two  Hooks — Flies,  350 

Orange  Partridge,  the,  427 

Orange  and  Yellow  Partridge,  the,  448 

Otter  Hunting,'  408 

Our  Club's  Badge,  86 

Our  Fishery  Laws,  68 

Permanganate  of  Potash  in  Pisciculture, 
301 

Pike,  Large,  Information  as  to  Capture  of, 
14,  140 

Pike  Minus  a  Fin,  a  —Corrections  for  "  The 

Anglers'  Diary,"  86 
Pike,  19£lb.,  on  Trout  Tackle.  158 
Pike-Perch,  about,  254 
Plea  for  the  Medway,  a,  14,  49,  68,  86, 

104 

Position  of  Wings  in  Artificial  Flies,  219 
Pot,  the,  14 

Preserving  Natural  Flies,  286 

Prince  of  Wales'  Hospital  Fund,  the,  121 

Privilege  Tickets,  122 

Prussian  Carp,  219 

Pulley  End  for  Sea  Rods,  the,  176,  198 
Putman,  William,  the  Harpist,  254 

Qceries,  a  Few,  302 

Quiet  Fishing  on  the  Broads,  427 

Quotations  and  Things,  103 

Rainbow,  Brown  Trout,  and  Fontinalis, 
31,  68, 

Rainbow  Trout  (&  irideus),  13 
Rainbow,  the,  on  the  Warpath,  50 
Rainbow,  the,  not  a  Skulking  Cannibal, 
68 

Rainbow  Trout  -Visit  to  the  Wyresdale 

Hatchery,  198 
Rainbow    Trout    and     their  Fighting 

Strength,  254 
Rare  Catches,  Re,  448,  468 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association, 

198 

Recipe  for  Staining  Gut  Green,  175 

Regulations  Wanted  for  Public  Park- 
Fisheries,  158 

Resignation  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham, 
Secretary  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  176 

River  Costa,  the,  219 

River  Mole,  the— A  Correction,  408,  127 


Rivers  and  Angling  Streams  of  England, 

the,  388 
Roach  in  Ireland,  140 
Rod  Rests,  Re,  238 
Rules  and  Regulations  Wanted,  50 
Rules  for  an  Angling  Club,  220 

Salmo  Irrilans  Again,  175 
Salmon  and  the  Fly.  408 
Salmon  a  Salt  Water  Fish,  the,  13,  81 
Sea  Fishing  in  the  Isle  of  Wight,  30H 
Sea  Fishing  near  Edinburgh,  334 
Sea  Trout  Fishing  in  the  Rosses  Fisherv. 
370 

Sea  Trout  in  the  Caspian  Sea,  238 

Several  Items,  238 

Shannon  Fisheries,  the,  19 

Short  Rods,  318,  369,  388,  407,  427,467 

Shrimp  Paste  as  Bait  for  Large  Trout. 

158,  198 
Silkworm  Gut,  4C8 
Small  Sand  Eels  Wanted,  468 
"  Stray  Casts,  by  '  Mona,'  "  387 
Strength  of  Salmon  Gut  Casts,  467 
Swans  on  the  Thames,  the,  254 

Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society, 

197,  238,  254 
Thames  Fishery  Bye-laws,  427 
Thames  Floods,  103 

Thames  Model  at  the  Imperial  Institute, 
447 

Thames  Pike,  68 

Thames  Re-Stocking  Association,  238 
"  The  Amenities  of  Angling,"  467 
Thetford  Angler's  Catch,  the,  238 
Thorny  Weir  House,  219 
Trout  and  Colour,  447 
Trout  and  Salmon  Queries,  1 7  5 
Trout  Fishing  in  July  Wanted,  467 
Trout  Fishing  near  Ashford.  Kent,  219  : 
in  Ireland,  270,  286  ;  near  London,  388  ; 
in  the  Nive,  86  ;  in  North  Wales,  286  ; 
Place,  a  Good,  286  ;  near  Poole,  Dorset, 
270;  at  Port  Erin,  238;  at  Talybont, 
Breconshire,  140 ;  Wanted,  370,  388 
Trouting  in  Germany,  122 
Trout  Taking  Red  May  Flies,  427.  t- 18 
Turtle  Dove,  the,  86 
Two  Fish  on  One  Hook,  334,  350 

Unification  Scheme,  the,  370.  388 
"  Union  in  Strength,"  254 
Unity,  388,  408,  428,  448 

"Vaga,"  the.  Improved  Devon  Minnow, 
468 

"  Valor,"  the,  and  other  Rod  Rests,  219 
Various  Hues  of  the  Same  Fishes,  the 
Queries,  121 

Wail  from  the  West,  a,  219 

Weight  for  Length  of  Fish,  86 

Wet  Fly  !■.  Dry  Fly.  301,  318,  388 

What  Does  the   Natterjack   Live  On  r' 

448 

Who  Killed  Him  ?  269 
Who's  the  Culprit  P  427,  448,  468 
Wild  Burn  Trout  for  Re-Stocking  Pur- 
poses, 195 
Woodhall  Spa,  448 
Wye,  the,  at  Derbyshire,  407 

Yarmouth  Sea  Fishing  Report,  14 
Yellow  Fin,  Finnock,  and  Sea  Trout,  127. 

468 

Young  Leveret  Found  in  a  Large  Pike,  8i> 


LOWDOHi    PRINTED  BY  HORACE  COX,  WINDSOR  HOUSE,  BREAM'S   BUILDINGS  S.C, 


January  2,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Fish  Fallacies    1 

New  Galloway  and  Loch  Ken   1 

The  Coining  Salmon  Season    2 

The  Lochs  and  Rivers  of  Scotland                       ..."  3 

A  Christmas  Catch    » 

Concerning  Pike   4 

"  The  Chronicles  of  the   Old   Cronies'  Angling 

Club "    5 

Age  for  Entering  the  Royal  Navy  Increased   5 

Our  Club    6 

The  Angler  in  Ireland  Fifty  Years  Ago   7 

Reports  from  Rivers   H 

Notes  from  the  North    12 

Provincial  Notes   12 

Correspondence     13 


NOTICE. 


The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messrs.  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Eailway  Bookstalls 
and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
in  London  and  the  Provinces. 
Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Review,  &c,  should  be  addressed 
to  K.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishi.no  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 
Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to,  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 
The  Gazette  can  ba  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland  10s.  6d. 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  -jS.  4d 

,,  Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  Sd. 

To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 

including  postage  12s'  6J' 

Advertisements . 
Applications  respecting  advertisements  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Manager  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House, 
Fetter-lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address—"  RIVSAM,  London." 
TELEPHONE  No.  65,083. 


  %\t  


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  2nd,  1897. 


FISH  FALLACIES. 


One  of  the  first  lessons  of  my  guileless  youth 
on  the  chief  duties  of  man  embodied  itself  in  the 
brief  advice,  whenever  you  see  a  head,  bit  it ;  and 
though  the  days  when  this  was  a  golden  rale,  if 
only  on  grounds  of  self-preservation,  among  my 
countrymen  are  ab-eady  a3  much  ancient  history 
as  the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  still  the  instinct  lingers 
in  the  Irish  breast,  and  will  be  seeking  outlets  for 
itself,  do  what  we  may. 

Even  you,  sir,  can  use  the  editorial  blackthorn 
on  occasion  with  a  nateness  that  delights  my  old 
Irish  heart,  and,  speaking  for  myself,  I  must  say 
you  have  placed  me  under  a  distinct  personal 
obligation  by  the  way  you  dropped  on  Dr.  Spence's 
salmon  "  disgorging  food  !"  in  bis  nets  when  they 
find  themselves  in  trouble.  I  leave  the  doctor 
entirely  with  you,  as  I  know  he  is  in.  excellent 
hands,  and,  with  your  permission,  will  give  a 
moment's  attention  to  "  G.  M.,"  who  writes  on 
"  The  Signs  of  the  Times  "  in  the  last  issue  of 
November— an  issue,  by  the  way,  that  only  reached 
me  on  Monday  last:  Permit  me  also,  please,  to 
make  a  short  general  observation  on  the  situation 
as  it  presents  itself  to  me  before  descending  to  the 
particular.  It  savours,  doubtless,  of  preaching 
and  palaver  to  do  so,  but  I  have  been  long-winded 
ever  since  the  days  when  I  first  lifted  up  my 
voice  on  my  mother's  lap,  thrjugh.  the  old  lady  ler 
good  enough  to  say  that  nothing  in  my  maturer 
years  at  all  redeemed  in  this  respect  the  rich 
promise  of  my  infant  days.  Still,  beating  about 
the  bush  has  a  charm  for  me,  and  always  had. 
Well,  then,  the  matter  briefly  is  this.     As  to 


salmon  disgorging  their  food  or  not  doing  so, 
feeding  in  fresh  water  or  not  so  feeding,  mating 
with  fario  or  regarding  such  alliance  with 
abhorrence,  the  questions  in  themselves  may  not 
be  worth  a  tobacco  stopper.  But  when  we  find 
such  questions  handled  by  our  teachers  and 
guides  in  a  way  which  seems  to  us  utterly  hap- 
hazard and  unscientific,  we  are  apt  to  ask  ourselves 
at  uneasy  moments  what  confidence  are  we  to 
place  in  results  arrived  at  by  these  inquirers  in 
fields  too  difficult  and  abstruse  for  us  to  enter  ? 
If  these  things  are  done  in  the  green  tree,  what 
shall  be  done  in  the  dry  ? 

And  now  to  return  to  "  Gr.  M."  That  writer  is 
most  cautious  and  circumspect,  and  speaks  most 
properly  of  the  doubt  and  uncertainty  which 
surround  so  many  interesting  and  puzzling  salmon 
problems.  Alert  and  observant,  he  walks  warily  ; 
if  he  trips,  who  shall  walk  safely  ?  "The  question 
of  the  food  of  salmon  when  in  the  sea  is  sur- 
rounded by  many  difficulties."  Most  true;  and 
then,  in  a  moment  of  human  weakness,  fatal  as 
that  glance  behind  which  lost  love  and  hope  even 
when  Pluto's  dread  portals  were  gained  and 
almost  passed,  the  gentleman  gives  himself  away 
to  every  scoffing  Philistine  in  Gath  and  Ascalon. 
"  Whatsoever  it  feeds  on,  it  feeds  ravenously." 
This  is  fatal.  For  this  there  is  no  forgiveness  for 
evermore.  The  italics  are  mine,  and  are  intended 
to  serve  as  a  warning.  Of  course,  it  is  quite  useless 
to  ask  "  G.  M."  how  he  knows  salmon  feed 
ravenously  in  the  sea,  because  he  does  not  know 
it  at  all.  That  there  is  in  heaven  or  earth  or  the 
waters  beneath  the  earth  a  creature  that  is  hnown 
(not  "  surmised,"  or  "  thought,"  or  '_'  probably," 
or  "  some  authorities  say,"  or  the  like)  to  eat 
ravenously,  while  what  it  eats  is  unknown,  I  here 
with  beg  to  most  emphatically  deny. 

The  salmon  may  eat  heartily  in  the  sea  for  all 
I  know  to  the  contrary.  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
one  way  or  the  other.  The  salmon  can  do  what 
be  likes  undisturbed  by  me,  but  the  man  who 
assures  me  his  rapid  growth  in  salt  water  is 
entirely  owing  to  all  he  laughs  with  joy  at  getting 
there,  shall  certainly  receive  from  me  as  respect- 
ful a  hearing  as  the  "  ravenous  feeding  "  theorist. 
Ore  position  is  as  logically  unassailable  as  the 
other,  while  in  poetry  and  picturesqueness  all  the 
advantage  is  on  the  side  of  the  laughing  man. 
We  have  simply  two  positive  assertions  before  us, 
the  weight  of  which  is  exactly  that  of  the 
objective  evidence  which  supports  them,  and  of 
objective  evidence  there  is  not  one  shred.  Who 
ever  saw  a  salmon  laugh  ?  A  child,  may  ask,  and 
wonder  what  fools  some  of  his  seniors  are.  But 
who  ever  saw  a  salmon  "  eating  ravenously "  in 
the  sea— or  anywhere  else  for  that  matter  ?  Nor 
does  it  help  the  matter  to  say  that  food,  and 
plenty  of  it,  is  necessary  to  make  the  little  salmon 
a  big  salmon  in  such  a  short  time.  This  would 
be  weighty,  perhaps  conclusive,  if  the  salmon  can 
be  classed  all  round  as  normal.  But  can  he  ? 
What  if  the  salmon  be  unique,  and  outside  all  the 
laws  of  biology  known?  Anyway,  let  festina 
lente  be  om-  motto  in  such  cases,  and  remember, 
if  Hamlet  in  the  play  does  not  couple  the  deep 
with  heaven  and  earth  as  holding  things  and 
phenomena  not  dreamt  of  in  our  philosophy,  that 
is  because  Hamlet  was  probably  not  an  angler, 
and  had  never  attempted  to  grapple  with  salmon 
problems. 

There  are  some  things  which  I  can  only  believe 
when  forced  down  my  throat,  and  some  of  them 
belong  to  salmon  life  and  habits.  I  know  the 
smolt  fairly  well.  He  swarmed  in  the  stream  of 
my  youth.  I  killed  him  in  thousands  annually 
with  flies  and  worms,  and  ate  him,  mashed  in  the 
pan,  bones  and  all.  The  river  swarmed  with  his 
parents  in  winter,  up  from  the  Shannon,  and  the 
police  were  ever  on  the  alert  what  time  the  dark 
grew  deep.  The  smolt  was,  in  my  simple  judgment, 
the  most  ravenous  feeder  in  the  river.  He  never 
ceased,  from  daylight  to  dark,  devouring  the  insects 
that  floated  over  him.  He  rose  at  and  worried  bits 
of  paper,  of  cork,  of  withered  grass,  or  scattered 
flower  petals.  A  handful  of  bread  crumbs  was 
Christmas  pudding  to  him,  and  when  the  angler 
chucked  his  three  flies  anywhere  near  him,  they 
were  all  three  seized  on  the  spot.  As  for  worms, 
he  ate  them  till  the  stuffed  and  distended  little 
wretch  had  them  hanging  like  wattles  below  his 
jaw,  the  heads  in  his  mouth  and  the  tails  dangling 
down,  till  digestion  in  the  background  would 
make  room  for  them  to  be  taken  inside.  He  wa3 
the  angler's  curse,  and  invariably  rained  your 
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chance  of  getting  on  terras  with  a  good  trout. 
Such  was  the  infant  salmon  as  I  knew  him— an 
insatiable   glutton.      Did  :ha  max.  fat  at  it  r 
Did  he  rapidly  aasuine  aldermanic  proportions 
as  he  devoured  all  things  that  came  near  him,  and 
gently  rubbed  his  distended  tammie  from  time  to 
time  on  the  gravelly  bed  that  bore  him  ?    Did  he 
become  even  as  the  fat  boy  of  the  "  Pickwick 
Papers,"  and  a  warning  to  all  little  greedy  fish 
around  him  ?    Not  a  bit  of  it.     His  condition 
remained  throughout  that  of  the  athlete — fit  and 
fine,  and  hard  as  nails.    And  if  the  rains  which 
in  due  season  bear  him  to  his  ocean  resting  place, 
haply  lingered  unduly  even  for  months,  did  the 
ravenous  smolt  show  signs  of  what  the  additional 
period  of  gorging  had  done  for  him?    Was  he 
much  grosser,  in  fact,  than  if  he  bad  gone  to  sea 
much  earlier  ?    Nay,  did  he  actually  remain  over 
a  whole  year  in  his  native  waters,  as  he  sometimes 
is  accidentally  compelled  to  do,  I  am  told ;  would 
be  even  then  reach  to  grilse  proportions  ?  Are 
not  these  questions  answered  in  the  negative? 
And  how,  then,  shall  we  pronounce  that  his  rapid 
growth  in  the  sea  is  to  be  attributed  to  his 
"  feeding  ravenously  ?  "    We  know  nothing  of  it, 
sir ;  it  is  to  us  a  dark,  inscrutable  mystery,  and 
let  us  not  rashly  presume  to  invent  fantastic 
theories  to  satisfy  that  impatient  distressing 
doubt  humanity  always  feels  when  confronted 
with  the  unknown. 

Indeed,  I  must  confess  that  the  spectacle  of  the 
little  smolt,  just  hurled  into  the  depths  of  the 
awful  main,  proceeding  straightway  to  ravin  as 
a  wolf  in  the  morning,  and  mark  his  way  through 
ocean  depths  with  the  blood  and  bones  of  victims, 
is  just  a  little  too  much  for  my  gravity.  In  some 
safe  secluded  nook  the  poor  little  terrified  visitant 
may  well  be  supposed  to  timidly  lurk ;  and  there, 
shunning  the  appalling  open  fields  of  slaughter, 
where  the  strong  ceaselessly  devour  the  weak, 
suck  in  such  pulpy,  semi-animate  matter  as  comes 
in  his  way.  He  probably  eats  as  he  drinks,  poor 
little  chap ;  and  if  it  fatten  him,  well  and  good- 
he  is  satisfied,  nor  foolishly  longs  for  the  foul 
flesh-pots  on  which  batten  the  fell  shark  and 
rolling  porpoise.  But  let  us  not  call  this 
"ravenous  feeding."  I  sincerely  hope,  sir,  that 
your  correspondent  will  not  take  my  harmless 
banter  amiss,  for,  indeed,  I  always  read  what  he 
has  to  say  with  pleasure  and  profit ;  and  when  we 
think  the  wise  in  danger  of  error,  our  little  word 
of  warning  spi-ings  from  kindly  concern,  and  we 
are  pained  if  it  should  unfortunately  offend. 

Mona. 

P.S. — I  never  claimed  immunity  from  a  small 
leaven  of  human  infirmity  myself,  and  so  if  I 
venture  to  say  that  I  notice,  not  without  a  smile, 
that  a  certain  learned  doctor  seems  to  have  a  little 
clapper-clawing  on  hand  himself  just  now,  I  hope 
I  may  be  pardoned.  It  also  occurred  to  me  that 
Dr.  Spence  was  indulging  in  a  little  mild  sarcasm 
at  the  fond  delusions  anglers  cherish  occasionally, 
when  he  spoke  with  apparent  seriousness  of 
salmon  disgorging  their  food.  I  am  probably 
wrong,  of  course.  I  should  also  like  to  be  per- 
mitted to  convey  to  "  Pheasant  Tail "  my  very 
warm  acknowledgments  of  his  kind  appreciation 
of  my  feeble,  but  honest,  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
common  sense,  and  which  he  was  good  enough  to 
convey  in  a  pleasing  and  poetic  form.  It  was 
really  very  kind,  and  I  much  appreciate  it,  and  I 
hope  "  P.  T."  will  pardon  me  for  not  having-said 
so  sooner. 


NEW  GALLOWAY  AND  LOCH  KEN. 


New  Galloway  is  not  yet  popular  as  a  holiday 
resort,  but  its  time  is  coming.  The  inhabitants 
of  this  tiny  town  in  the  wilds  of  Galloway  have 
not  hitherto  done  much  to  encourage  summer 
visitors,  but  they  are  beginning  to  think  of  pro- 
viding additional  accommodation.  It  has  been 
a  Royal  Burgh  since  the  time  of  Charles  I.,  with 
its  provost,  bailies,  and  town  councillors;  but 
these  dignitaries  have  only  to  order  the  affairs  of 
a  population  of  some  400  men,  women,  and 
oMHren.  There  are,  however,  mostly  from  the 
English  side  of  the  Border,  a  few  visitors  who, 
year  by  year,  here  find  a  brief  respite  from  the 
bustle  of  the  world.  The  journey  from  London 
to  New  Galloway  Station  can  be  accomplished  in 
a  little  over  ten  hours,  and  the  drive  from  the 
station  to  the  town— one  had  almost  said  village, 
but  this  would  be  an  unpardonable  sin— is  one  of 


THE   FI SUING-  GAZETTE 


[January  2,  1897 


the  most  delightful  in  North  Britain. ,Tha  distance 
is  five  miles,  and  for  the  gmatex'  pari  of  (lie  way 
we  have  the  hills  on  the  one  side  and  Loeh  Ken 
on  the  other.   Driving  westward  from  t  he  station, 
Bennan  Hill,  its  sumrnil  purpled  with  heather, 
towers  in  front,  and,  passing  it  on  the  left,  we  soon 
li  ne  Loch  Ken  on  our  right  shining  in  silver 
sheen  amidst  its  setting  of  sylvan  greenery  in  the 
glorious  sunshine  of  a  summer  afternoon.  There 
has  heen  a  downpour  of  rain  in  the  morning,  and 
the  water  is  rushing  down  a  swollen  rocky  rill  on 
the  hillside  in  boisterous  glee,  dashing  the  white 
flaky  foam  about.    In  front  the  ancient  Castle  of 
Kenmure,  which,  with  its  brick  walls,  has  braved 
the  battle  and  the  breeze  for  untold  centuries, 
dominates  the  surrounding  woods   and  waters. 
In  this  venerable  building,  reared  by  the  ancient 
lords  of  Galloway,  Devorgilla,  the  devoted  wife  of 
John  Baliol,  Bruce's  competitor  for  the  Scottish 
Crown,  was  born.    The  building  has  been  twice 
set  on  fire,  first  in  Queen  Mary's  reign,  and  again 
by  Cromwell's  soldiers,  and  on  the  neighbouring 
height,  a  rocky  seat,  known  as  "  Lord  Kenmure's 
Chair,"  is,  by  tradition,  regarded  as  the  place  from 
which  the  then  Lord  Kenmure  saw  the  home  of 
his  ancestors  enveloped  in  flames.  In  the  Jacobite 
Rebellion  in   1715,  William  Gordon,  Viscount 
Kenmure,  was  a  leading  spirit.    He  paid  for  his 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  the  Stuarts  with  his  life, 
having  been  taken  prisoner  at  Preston,  and  after- 
beheaded.    His  companion  Lord  Nithsdale,  who 
was  to  have  shared  the  same  fate,  was  more 
fortunate,  as  the  night  before  the  day  fixed  for  his 
execution  he  changed  clothes  with  his  wife  and 
escaped.    In  Kenmure  Castle  Burns  was  enter- 
tained, and,  fired  with  its  romance,  he  wrote  his 
stirring  song : 

Oh,  Kenmure's  on  and  awa',  Willie  ! 

Oh,  Kenmure's  on  and  awa' ! 
And  Kenmure's  lord,  the  bravest  lord 

That  ever  Galloway  saw. 

Here's  Kenmure's  health  in  wine,  Willie  ! 

Here's  Kenmure's  health  in  wine  ; 
There  ne'er  was  a  coward  o'  Kenmure's  blude, 

Nor  yet  o'  Gordon's  line." 

The  recalling  of  these  old  world  episoles  gives 
an  added  charm  to  the  grateful  scenery  that 
gladdens  the  eye,  and  the  thousands  of  rabbits 
that  one  sees  popping  about  here,  there,  and 
everywhere,  without  any  dread  of  sportsmen  or 
poachers,  agreeably  breaks  the  stillness  of  the 
landscape.  Passing  the  entrance  to  Kenmure 
Castle,  we  notice  a  stately  avenue  of  lime  trees, 
which,  as  the  local  guide  book  truthfully  remarks, 
is  one  of  the  features  of  the  district;  and  are 
soon  m  the  quiet  and  truly  rural  town  of  New 
Galloway,  which  consists  almost  entirely  of  one 
short  street,  and  might  by  the  uninitiated  be 
easily  mistaken  for  a  hamlet,  or,  as  they  call  it  in 
Scotland,  a  "  clachan."  The  clachan  is,  how- 
ever, three  miles  further  on  at  Dairy,  which 
though  only  a  village, "without  either  provost  or 
bailies,  is  a  more  bustling  place  than  New  Galloway 
and  m  summer  it  is  crowded  with  visitors  who 
come  to  enjoy  the  keen,  pure  air  of  the  Galloway 
uplands.  We  must  go  there  some  other  day,  but 
meanwhile  we  mean  to  rest  and  be  thankful  at 
.New  Galloway. 

There  is  a  chance  of  some  sport  on  Loch  Ken 
and  there  wdl  be  no  difficulty  in  negotiating  a 
glass  of  good  hot  Scotch  at  one  or  other  of 
the  two  hotels  if  one  should  chance  to  get 
drenched.  There  are  no  boats  for  hire,  but  hire 
old-fashioned  hospitality  is  much  in  evidence, 
and  one  can  be  borrowed.  Any  of  the  anglers  of 
the  district  will  be  glad  to  compare  notes  with  a 
stranger,  and  nobody  knows  Loch  Ken  better 
than  Col  Gordon  Maitland,  Younger  of  Kenmure, 
who  has  fished  it  from  his  boyhood.  The  colonel 
is  one  of  the  most  genial  of  men,  and  he  readily 
talks  of  his  angling  experiences  to  the  stranger 
seeking  health  and  recreation  in  his  well  beloved 
Galloway  He  declares  that  there1  are  no  finer 
trout  in  the  world  than  Loch  Ken  trout,  but  they 
are  rather  difficult  to  catch.  Every  season  he  hi 
trout  ranging  from  lib.  to  21b.,  while  he  has  had 
beauties  of  41b  occasionally.  The  colonel  may 
fairly  be  described  as  an  angler  of  catholic  tastes, 
and  he  is  quite  pleased  to  hook  and  play  a  «  game 
pike  when  salmon  are  not  to  be  had.  He  fishes 
with  a  long  line  of  30yds.  or  40yds.,  using  almost 
mvanablyan  artificial  minnow'  His  efperfeS 
is  that  real  minnows  are  best  for  trout,  while 
salmon  for  whatever  reason,  are  more  readily 
caught  with  a  Brown  Phantom.   This  fact  givel 


rise  to  some  interesting  speculation.  Can  it  be 
that  the  Loch  Ken  trout  are  more  astute  than  the 
salmon,  who  are  hurrying  through  its  placid 
waters  up  to  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river  Ken  ? 
Probably  the  salmon  and  the  trout  both  mistake 
the  Brown  Phantom  for  a  parr,  and  the  former 
may  have  a  preference  for  their  own  kin,  and  the 
latter  a  special  partiality  for  minnows.  When 
trolling  with  artificial  minnow  the  colonel 
frequently  gets  pike  ranging  from  41b.  to  51b., 
and  perch  scaling  about  21b.  are  not  uncommon, 
while  a  grilse  or  small  salmon  must  be  reckoned  a 
lucky  chance,  as  they  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
lingering  in  the  loch. 

Loch  Ken  is  a.  beautiful  sheet  of  water  formed 
by  the  outspreading  of  the  river  Ken  before  its 
junction  with  kthe  Dee,  near  Parton  Station  on 
the  Portpatriek  and  Wigtownshire  Railway.  It 
is  about  five  miles  long,  and  varying  in  width 
from  200yds.  to  800yds.  It  has  several  prettily 
wooded  islets,  and  in  its  normal  state  has  large 
tracts  of  meadow  land  at  its  upper  end.  As  seen 
from  the  neighbouring  heights,  it  makes  a  very 
pleasing  picture  of  water,  wood,  and  verdant 
meadows.  It  formed  the  theme  of  a  Royal 
Academy  picture,  by  Mr.  James  Faed,  jun.,  Edin- 
burgh, three  years  ago,  and  the  painting,  which 
has  been  presented  to  the  Burgh  of  New  Galloway, 
has  now  a  place  of  honour  in  the  Town  Hall,  and 
the  sturdy  burghers  are  deservedly  proud  of  it, 
showing,  as  it  does,  Loch  Ken  to  best  advantage 
in  the  full  glory  of  summer.  Even  more  en- 
chanting, however,  is  the  loch  itself  by  moonlight, 
when  the  Lammas  floods  come  down,  sweeping 
away  the  hay  in  the  meadows,  and  leaving  fine 
old  trees,  with  widespreading  leafy  branches, 
standing  amid  the  silver  sheen  of  the  expanding 
waters.    It  seems  quite  a  scene  from  fairy  land. 

Those  who  know  Loch  Ken  best  are  of  opinion 
that  it  might  be  made  one  of  the  best  fishing  locbs 
in  Scotland  by  clearing  out,  or  greatly  reducing, 
the  number  of  pike,  whicb  are  exceedingly 
numerous.  "  Big  fellows  "  are  plentiful,  but  any- 
thing approaching  the  record  fish  which  was  caught 
about  the  middle  of  last  century  is  seldom  seen  by 
the  most  imaginative  of  modem  anglers.  It  was 
7ft.  long  and  721b.  in  weight,  and  its  head  is 
still  preserved  in  Kenmure  Castle.  Local  anglers 
sometimes  try  for  pike  with  gorgeously  dressed 
flies,  but  the  most  effective  lure  for  tbem  is  large 
live  bait,  say  a  good  half  pound  trout.  Trolling 
with  this  one  may  get  pike  up  to  271b.  Small 
perch  are  extremely  plentiful,  indeed,  the  boys  of 
the  district  are  able  to  get  almost  any  quantity  of 
them  fishing  at  the  water's  edge,  with  appliances 
almost  as  crude  as  a  worm  and  a  crooked  pin,  but 
fair  sized  perch  are  not  nearly  so  frequently  got 
as  they  were  some  years  ago.  It  does  not, 
however,  necessarily  follow  that  there  are  few 
large  perch  in  the  loch.  The  theory  that  finds 
favour  locally  is  that  the  small  perch  have  become 
more  plentiful  owing  to  the  introduction  of 
minnows,  as  the  bigger  perch  no  longer  need  to 
prey  on  their  own  kind ;  and  that  the  large  perch, 
though  probably  more  numerous  than  ever, 
have  become  excessively  shy  because  food  is  so 
plentiful. 

In  New  Galloway,  nearly  everybody  fishes  less 
or  more ;  and  the  common  impression  is  that 
Loch  Ken  trout  are  too  fastidious  to  be  caught 
with  fly.  It  is  quite  true  that  they  are  seldom 
got  m  this  way.  The  fact,  as  one  of  the  keenest 
anglers  in  the  town  observed,  is  easily  explained, 
"You  can't  catch  fish  with  fly,  when  you 
don't  try."  Visitors  have  occasionally  tried  fly 
fashing  m  the  loch,  but  they  are  seldom  there 
in  April  and  May,  when  the  experiment  would 
have  the  greatest  chance  of  success.  Some  of  the 
anglers  in  the  district  are  determined  that  next 
spring  the  Loch  Ken  trout  shall  have  a  fair 
chance  of  becoming  acquainted  with  artificial 
flies,  and  we  will  be  glad  to  chronicle  the  result, 
lhere  is  good  trouting  in  the  Ken  and  its 
tributaries.  In  the  autumn  grilse  and  small 
salmon  are  fairly  plentiful,  and,  a3  a  rule,  per- 
mission is  easily  got. 

In  the  churchyard  of  Kells  parish,  which  is 
only  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  New  Galloway, 
there  are  some  quaint  epitaphs;  and  one  of  them 
is  ot  special  interest  to  anglers.  It  recounts  the 
virtues  of  John  Murray,  gamekeeper  at  Kenmure 
Oastle— the  man,  I  am  told,  who  killed  the 
gigantic  pike  already  mentioned.  John  died  on 
Jamd,  1777,  and  over  his  grave  J.  Gordon,  Esq., 
of  Kenmure,   afterwards   Viscount  Kenmure, 


erected  a  monumental  stone,  on  one  side  of  which 
the  following  epitaph  may  still  be  'read  : 

Ah  !  John,  what  changes  since  I  saw  thee  last — 
Thy  fishing  and  thy  shooting  days  are  pist ; 
Bagpipes  and  hautboys  thou  can'st  sound  no  morr, 
Thy  nods,  grimices,  winks,  and  pranks  are  o'er ; 
Thy  harmless,  queerish,  incoherent  talk, 
Thy  wild  vivacity  and  trudging  walk 
Will  soon  lie  quite  forgot ;  thy  joys  on  earth — 
A  snuff,  and  glass,  riddles,  and  noisy  mirth — 
Are  vanished  all ;  yet  blessed  I  hope  thou  art, 
For  in  thy  station  well  thou  playd'st  thy  part. 
On  the  other  side  of  the  stone  there  is  a  gun, 
fishing  rod,  dog,  and  partridge  carved  in  relief. 

J.  B. 


THE  COMING  SALMON  SEASON. 


With  the  advent  of  the  New  Year  another 
season  is  at  our  door.  Although  it  will  be  Feb.  1 1 
before  the  bulk  of  Scotch  angling  waters  will  be 
thrown  open,  or  freed  of  their  legal  fetters  as  to 
close  time,  yet  a  few  minor  streams  commence 
forthwith,  and  the  mighty  Tay,  with  Loch  Tay,  in 
the  course  of  a  week  or  so,  viz.,  Jan.  15 ;  so  that 
anglers  looking  forward  to  an  early  cast  will  be 
setting  their  house  in  order  prior  to  coming  north, 
and  anxious  to  know  the  prospects  for  the  coming 
season. 

It  is  always  a  good  sign  when  a  heavy  fall  of 
snow  takes  place  about  Christmas.  That  is  the 
main  factor  in  keeping  up  the  volume  of  water 
during  the  late  spring  and  early  summer  months, 
and  the  severer  the  storm,  and  the  more  prolonged 
and  boisterous,  the  better  the  chances  for  filling 
up  the  corries  where  those  miniature  glaciers  are 
formed  which  feed  the  wells  and  springs  of  our 
mountain  rills  when  the  sun  is  high  in  the  summer 
solstice.  About  1ft.  of  snow  lias  already  fallen  on 
an  average  all  over  the  Grampians,  and  along  with 
it  a  most  timeous  gale,  while  the  season  is  hardly 
at  its  height,  and  the  severest  part  little  more 
than  well  begun,  so  as  for  water  there  need  be  no 
fears.  Such  was  not  the  case  last  year;  and 
hence,  after  the  first  few  opening  weeks,  the  rivers 
fell  away  with  the  early  spring  drought,  and  the 
season  was  lost.  There  was  almost  no  rain  all 
through  tbe  summer,  but  had  the  previous  winter 
been  like  the  present  there  would  have  been  a 
certainty  of  some  water  as  long  as  there  was  a 
patch  of  snow  to  melt. 

As  for  fish  being  forward,  little  can  be  said  at 
present.  The  Thurso,  Naver,  and  Borgie  open 
on  the  11th  inst.,  and  then  evidence  will  be  forth- 
coming if  there  is  any  probability  of  getting  at 
the  pools  for  frost  and  snow.  Meantime,  there  is 
little  to  hinder  a  cast  being  had  at  mid-day,  at 
least  when  the  ice  flows  have  melted  under  the 
genial  rays  of  the  sun,  mounting  higher  and 
higher  in  the  heavens  as  the  day  lengthens  out. 
On  these  far  north  waters  fish  have  been  seen  for 
some  time,  but  they  are  small  streams,  and  easily 
blocked  up  with  a  few  days'  frost,  so  that  there 
need  not  be  much  dependence  placed  on  them. 

With  regard  to  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay,  all 
through  November  and  up  to  the  present  finer 
running  waters  could  not  be  desired.  That  there 
must  be  a  strong  head  of  fish  forward  there  can 
be  no  doubt.  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch  has  formed  the 
opinion  that  the  prospects  are  very  favourable  to 
a  good  opening  season,  and  he  is  not  likely  to 
speak  without  good  reasons  at  his  back.  Of 
course,  much  will  depend  on  the  weather  as  to  the 
actual  results  of  the  opening,  but  given  a  good 
head  of  fish  well  forward,  and  they  will  be  got  at 
in  due  course. 

Little  need  be  said  as  yet  with  regard  to  the 
other  waters,  as  little  idea  can  be  correctly  formed 
till  the  middle  of  January  at  least  as  to  the 
prospects  of  the  opening  days  on  the  Dee,  Spey, 
Ness,  and  similar  streams  which  are  free  on  and 
after  Feb.  11,  while  the  North  and  South  Esks, 
Ythan,  and  some  western  and  Solway  streams  will 
not  be  free  for  fishing  till  the  24th  proximo,  and 
these  are  late  streams  at  best,  and  of , comparatively 
little  value  to  the  early  spring  angler. 

The  "  kelt "  we  have  always  with  us  during  the 
early  days  of  the  season,  and  well  into  the  mid- 
spring.  Every  day  they  will  be  dropping  back 
from  the  higher  pools,  and  not  a  few  spent  fish 
have  already  completed  their  journey  to  the  briny, 
having  been  much  assisted  thereby  ,by  the  early 
hatching  season  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  fine 
open  waters  which  have  been  the  rule  since  the 
season  clrsed  on  the  last  day  of  October. 
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A  word  anent  the  demand  for  angling  -waters. 
There  is  a  regular  plethora  of  candidates  for 
salmon  fishings  on  the  Dee.  That  last  year  was 
a  most  miserable  failure  makes  no  difference  to 
the  numbers  of  early  spring  anglers  making 
inquiries  about  any  piece  of  angling  water  which 
happens  to  be  in  the  market.  There  are  some 
good  reaches  which  may  come  into  agents'  hands 
at  the  last  moment,  but  the  surest  and  best 
angling  stretches  have  already  been  arranged 
for.  If  Sir  William  G.  Brooks  leaves  Glen  Tana 
for  a  spring  holiday,  his  famous  fishery  will  be 
open.  It  usually  fetches  £1000  for  the  months 
of  February,  March,  and  April,  and  he  lets 
it  himself  in  preference  to  dealing  through  an 
agent,  unless,  as  he  sometimes  does,  gives  a 
quotation  through  Blacklaws,  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
or  any  of  the  local  business  houses  he  is  personally 
acquainted  with.  There  will  be  heaps  of  changes 
on  the  lower  sections  of  the  Dee,  which  fared  so 
badly  all  the  season  through,  and  some  of  the 
smaller  syndicates  who  hold  a  half  mile  reach  or 
so  are  likely  to  knock  off ;  but,  as  far  as  can  be 
judged,  what  waters  have  been  re- taken  have  been 
at  the  old  rents,  and  what  waters  are  presently 
in  the  market  are  not  likely  to  be  let  for  anything 
less  than  what  has  been  agoing  during  the  past 
few  years.  G.  M. 

THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


"By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year  ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing  Gazette.} 
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INVERNESS-SHIRE  (continued). 

LOCHS  OF  NORTH  TJIST. 

Loch  Anastrum  is  about  a  mile  from  Loch- 
maddy  Hotel,  and  the  tide  flows  into  it  at  high 
water.  Sea  trout  are  large  and  plentiful,  and 
give  fine  sport.  It  is  a  nice  loch  to  fish,  and  the 
hotel  keeper  has  a  boat  on  it. 

Loch  Arivichrurie,  or  Loch  na-Clachan,  is 
about  fourteen  miles  from  Lochmaddy  Hotel  by  a 
good  road.  The  fishing  on  this  loch  during 
August  and  September  after  high  spring  tides  is 
splendid,  baskets  of  from  401b.  to  501b.  having 
been  got.  At  low  water  the  sea  pools  in  the 
Vallay  Strand  usually  yield  good  sport  with  fly 
or  sand  eel. 

Loch-a-Mhuillean. — Adjoins  Paible  public 
school  at  main  road.  Weedy  and  difficult  to  fish 
towards  end  of  season.  Full  of  small  trout, 
rising  readily,  also  some  large,  lib.  or  more.  Best 
months :  March  to  June.  Eight  to  ten  dozen  is  a 
common  basket.  Sea  trout  ascend  here  by  small 
stream,  but  inferior  to  Horisary.  Flies  :  With 
ordinary  varieties  use  jay  wing  with  silver-foil 
body ;  also,  in  season,  floating  May-flies  with 
cork  bodies.  Avoid  green-bodied  flies  in  these 
waters,  and  thinly  dressed  hooks. 

Loch-an-Doutar.  —  Small,  with  dark,  peaty 
water,  fishes  best  in  bright  weather.  Trout  up  to 
lib.  or  more,  but  many  small.  Flies  and  seasons 
as  Claddach  Lochs. '  Sea  trout  ascend  here  from 
Horisary,  and  the  streams  between.  The  sport  is 
good. 

Balleloch  is  north  of  Tigharry.  Trout  like 
Lochleven  variety,  from  £lb.  up  to  241b.  Season  : 
April  to  September — best,  J uly  and  earlier  weeks 
of  August.  Only  attempt  with  light  west  wind 
after  a  night's  rain — fishing  from  boat  close  to 
reeds  on  W.  shore,  centre  deep  and  disappointing. 
A  loch  exceptionally  fickle.  Use  very  small  fawn- 
coloured  wing,  dusky  greenish  yellow  body,  un- 
tinselfed,  and  neutral  tinted  flies  generally  all 
small,  pale  moths  late  in  evening,  May-fly  in 
season,  yellow  spiders,  sometimes'  light  speckled 
wing,  pale  yellow  dressing,  silver  tinsel.  Avoid 
here  large  decided  flies  and  gaudy  dressings. 

Claddach  Lochs. — A  group  of  lochs  on  east 
of  road  from  Claddach  northwards,  by  main  road, 
past  Paible  village  to  Balleloch,  including  chain 
of  lochs  from  Clachan.    Contain  brown  trout  to 


fib.  and  over.    Ordinary  rough-dressed  loch  flies. 
Best  season  :  March  to  September. 

Loch  Eval  is  long  and  winding,  and  contains 
brown  trout  of  large  size  and  occasionally  yellow 
ones.  This  is  the  best  loch  in  the  island  for  brown 
trout;  baskets,  seven  or  eight  dozen,  with  some 
1-pounders.  Fish  rise  freely  in  a  S.W.  wind.  Flies 
as  for  Loch-na-Bhaisg.    Good  till  S  jptember. 

Loch  Horisary  is  fourteen  miles  from  Loch- 
maddy Hotel  by  a  good  road,  and  contains  sea 
trout  averaging  21b.,  but  caught  to  81b.  and  even 
101b.  weight.  North  or  N.W.  wind  suits  best 
after  rain,  fish  all  round  shores  from  rocky  points, 
and  at  entrance  and  exit  of  burns.  Flies :  Light 
speckled  grey  wing,  yellow  or  scarlet  body,  gold 
tinselled.  Dark  mottled  wing,  blue  and  yellow 
silvered  body,  or  (unfailing)  large  red  spider 
whipped  with  scarlet  and  gold  or  silver  thread. 
Splendid  fishing  in  seasonable  weather. 

Loch  Mhiran,  or  Loch  of  Twigs,  is  500yds. 
west  of  Vawsary  Loch,  near  main  road.  Smallest 
but  not  poorest  of  yellow  trout  lochs.  Very  stony 
and  shallow ;  water  remarkably  clear  and  fish  shy. 
Small  fish  rarely  seen,  but  late  in  evening  during 
April,  May,  or  June,  yellow  trout,  of  2Mb.,  31b., 
and  3slb.,  have  been  taken.  Fish  west  shore  only 
with  dark  brown  mottled  wing,  yellow  and  blue 
parti-coloured  body,  silver  tinsel,  also  dyed  purple 
hackled  spider,  floating  May-flies,  and  pale 
moths.  The  most  uncertain  of  lochs,  but  well 
worth  a  visit. 

Loch-na-Bhaisg,  or  Beast  Loch,  is  a  small 
oval  tam  on  the  hill  slope  above  Loch  Stephain. 
Large  brown  trout  to  21b.  or  more  have  been 
caught  in  this  pool.  Fly:  Mottled  light  wing, 
scarlet  and  gold  tinsel  body,  and  yellow  spider. 
There  are  many  small  fish  also.  Good  when  wind 
strong  from  E.,  as  the  loch  is  sheltered,  but  the 
sport  is  uncertain  at  best. 

Loch-na-Chiste  is  one  mile  from  Lochmaddy 
on  the  south  road,  in  the  centre  of  some  fairly 
good  brown  trout  lochs,  which  the  angler  should 
try.  The  hotel  keeper  has  boats  on  it,  as  well  as  on 
Loch  Skealtair,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  a 
stream  about  40yds.  long.  Both  lochs  contain 
salmon,  sea  and  yellow  trout,  and  give  good  sport, 
but  special  permission  is  necessary. 

Loch-Nu-Magalin,  or  the  "  Stony  Loch,"  is 
one  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Paible  Free  Church, 
opposite  a  road  leading  to  Balranald  Farm.  Small 
brown  trout,  and  occasionally  yellow  trout  of  large 
size,  some  31b.  and  even  41b.,  but  shy.  Good  till 
July  or  August,  drake  wing  flies,  light  red  bodies ; 
red  and  black  spiders.  A  variable  loch.  West  of 
this  loch,  near  Balranald  will  be  found  two  large 
lochs — Loch  Ben  Mhoire  and  Loch-a-Mhuilean 
with  yellow  trout  frequenting  them,  and  worth 
visiting. 

Loch-na-Tarstar. — Connected  with  Loch-an- 
Doutar.  Smaller  fish  but  more  numerous.  Good 
basket  five  to  seven  dozen.  Small  ordinary  flies, 
bushy  dressing,  as  in  most  trout  lochs  here ;  and 
also  reddish-brown  wing  with  purple  body. 

Loch  Obisary  is  a  large  loch  at  the  foot  of 
Ben  Eval,  and  swarms  with  sea  and  yellow  trout, 
the  latter  averaging  lib.,  and  giving  splendid 
sport.  The  loch  can  easily  accommodate  a  num- 
ber of  rods.  It  can  be  reached  by  driving  to  Loch 
Eport,  eight  miles,  thence  by  boat  down  Loch 
Eport  three  or  four  miles  to  stream  flowing  out  of 
Loch  Obisary,  thence  three  minutes'  walk._  The 
hotel  keeper  at  Lochmaddy  has  boats  on  it,  but 
special  permission  is  necessary. 

Loch  Sanndary  is  a  yellow  trout  loch  close  to 
Paible  Free  Church ;  road  to  sea  bisects  it ;  fish 
only  south  portion ;  shallow  and  muddy  bottom, 
can  be  waded  almost  throughout.  Abounds  in 
small  and  large  yellow  trout,  up  to  2|lb.,  many 
small.  Flies  much  as  Loch  Mhiran,  but  larger ; 
best  months,  April  to  July. 

Loch  Vawsary  and  Loch  Stephain  are 
east  of  Paible  Free  Church  by  peat  road.  Full  of 
small  fish,  and  occasional  sea  trout  late  in  the 
season.  Brown  trout  largest  in  Loch  Vawsary. 
Small  grey  wing  fly  and  red  body  are  the 
favourites.  These  lochs  are  later  in  season  than 
neighbouring  lochs. 

Loch  Vich-a-Roan  (Seal  Loch)  and  Loch 
Kilbride  are  east  of  the  Claddach  Lochs,  by 
peat  road.  Large  sheets  of  water,  former  very 
deep  in  parts ;  bottom  feeding  poor,  and  fish 
generally  small  but  very  numerous.  Loch  Kil- 
bride is  at  the  hill  base,  shallow,  and  best  fished 
from  the  west  shore.  Full  of  \\h.  to  lib.  trout, 
fine  silvery  fish.     Use  red  spider,  and  mallard 


wing  with  yellow  body,  also  dun  wing  and  red 
body  after  wet  weather  and  in  west  wind.  Good 
for  five  or  six  dozen. 

Remote  Hill  Lochs.— Starting  east  from 
Claddach-Kirkibost  inland  to  the  hills,  large 
lochs  will  be  found,  all  well  stocked:  (1)  Loch 
Nan-Ian,  or  the  Bird  Loch,  abounds  in  small  fish. 
(2)  Loch-au-Doune,  with  luscutrine  dwelling  in 
centre,  which  can  be  reached  by  wading.  (3) 
Loch  Scadowa,  thickly  dotted  with  islands,  largish 
fish  but  spiritless.  (4)  Loch  Fada,  stretching 
from  centre  of  Island  to  Lochmaddy,  good  for  fish 
to  21b.  with  boat.  Preserved.  Between  two  last 
named  the  angler  may  discover  (5)  Loch-na-Barp, 
with  island  in  centre,  and  stone  cairn  on  hill  slope 
above,  famed  for  very  large  brown  trout  up  to 
31b.  Preserved. 

(To  be  continued.) 

THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Perthshire. 
Aberfeldy  is  a  very  pleasant  Highland  village 
about  thirty  miles  north-west  of  Perth,  and  about 
eighteen  miles  from  Dunkeld.  It  is  a  station  on 
the  Highland  Railway,  and  is  situated  amid  very 
fine  Highland  scenery.  It  is  altogether  a  very 
attractive  place.  Population,  1469.  The  Weem 
Hotel  and  the  Station  Hotel,  Aberfeldy,  afford  good 
accommodation,  and  visitors  can  fish  the  Tay  and 
Loch-na-Craig. 

Aberfoyle  is  a  delightful  Highland  clachan  m 
the  west  of  Perthshire,  amid  very  fine  scenery.  It 
is  a  station  of  the  North  British  Railway,  and 
yearly  attracts  a  great  many  anglers.  Loch  Ard 
is  one  of  the  earliest  lochs  in  Scotland.  The 
Bailie  Nicol  Jarvie  Hotel  has  good  accommoda- 
tion, and  visitors  can  fish  Loch  Ard,  a  mile  and  a 
half  off ;  Loch  Chon,  seven  miles  off ;  Loch  Dhu, 
six  and  a  half  miles  off ;  and  the  Forth,  close  by. 

Alyth  is  a  thriving  small  town  in  Perthshire, 
and  a  station  on  the  Caledonian  Railway.  Popu- 
lation, 2322.  Hotels :  The  Airlie  Arms,  the 
Commercial,  and  the  Glenisla  Hotel.  Visitors 
can  fish  the  Isla,  the  Finlet  or  Markie,  the  Tulloch, 
the  Ericht,  and  the  Ardle. 

Amulree  is  about  ten  miles  from  Dunkeld,  on 
the  Highland  Railway,  and  twelve  from  Crieff,  on 
the  Caledonian  Railway,  amid  fine  Highland 
scenery.  There  is  no  public  conveyance,  but 
there  are  good  hiring  establishments  at  Amulree. 
Dunkeld,  and  Crieff.  Hotel  :  Amulree  Hotel. 
Visitors  can  fish  Loch  Freuchie  and  the  Braan. 
(To  be  continued.) 


A  CHRISTMAS  CATCH. 


(Continued  from  page  440.)  _ 

Something  in  the  crisp  morning  air  at  last 
convinced  Tom  Reeves  that  he  had  actually  lett 
his  sleeping  apartment  and  was  by  the  side  of 
"  Jocky,"  removing  the  number  of  baits  from  the 
carrier  necessary  for  the  two  or  three  hours 
operations  that  morning  ;  for  he  was  due  back  at 
the  Hall  at  mid-day,  and  his  watch  told  him  it 
was  now  half-past  eight— it  would  be  nine  beiore 
he  had  a  cast.  But  something  was  wrong  either 
with  "  Jocky  "  or  with  Mr.  Tom  Reeves,  for  the 
latter  distinctly  heard  the  former  ask : 

"  Did  I  ever  tell  you,  sir,  about  my  b7  to  1 
chance,  the  year  Dutch  Oven  won  the  Leger  r1 

And  he  turned  in  a  petulant  mood  to  remind 
Jock  that  he  had  told  him  all  about  it  the  after- 
noon previously,  when  lo  !  Jock  was  gone  ! 

"What  the  deuce  is  wrong  with  me  this 
morning,"  said  Tom  to  himself.  "  It  cannot  be 
Hugh's  '  wonderful,'  I  certainly  did  not  have  too 
much  of  that  last  night;  and  it  cannot  be  that 
I  am  asleep,  because  here  am  I  "—and  then  he 
pulled  up  short  for— he  was  not  where  he  thought 
he  was  at  all !  He  was  seated  in  the  old  favourite 
punt,  which  was  moored  out  in  the  lake  within 
easy  casting  distance  of  his  favourite  catch,  and 
by  his  side  sat  Jock,  eagerly  intent  upon  watching 
the  little  red  tell-tale  that  bobbed  about  upon  the 
wind-disturbed  surface  of  the  lake,  right  out  in 
the  very  best  part  of  the  catch.  _ 

"  Well,  this  is  rum  ! "  said  Tom,  again  to  him- 
self. And  then  with  a  stolid  indifference,  born  ot 
an  utter  incapability  "  to  account  for  things  at 
all,  he  accepted  the  situation,  and  settled  down  to 
his  fishing. 
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Well  did  he  know  that  catch.  It  was  a  secluded 
arm  of  the  lake,  not  more  than  an  acre  in  extent, 
and  it  was  cut  oft*  from  the  main  water,  with  the 
exception  of  an  opening  about  thirty  yards  wide. 
The  banks  surrounding  it  rose  abruptly  from  the 
water's  edge,  and  they  were  clothed,  in  season, 
with  trees  of  varied  foliage.  Nestling  in  one 
corner  was  a  rustic  summer  house,  and  winding 
away  from  that  was  the  path  which  led  over  the 
crest  of  the  high  bank  direct  to  the  Hall.  In 
summer  time  the  reeds  were  far  too  strong  to 
admit  of  successful  fishing,  even  for  perch  (pike 
fishing  was,  of  course,  out  of  the  question),  but 
when  the  reeds  were  rotted  and  the  water  more 
open,  no  more  favourable  spot  could  be  desired. 
Many  a  good  fish  had  Tom  captured  from  this 
catch,  and  many  a  good  fish  remained. 

This  morning  the  water  was  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  hardly  had  Tom  settled  down  to 
business  when  bang  went  the  float;  the  pilot 
followed,  and  soon  our  angler  was  playing  the 
first  fish  of  the  day.  How  that  fish  fought,  and 
how  the  trusty  line  cut  the  water  with  a  hiss,  as 
Esox  lucius  was  brought  near  to  the  punt,  and 
then  made  yet  another  gallant  plunge  for  liberty, 
only  to  be  brought  nearer,  and  yet  nearer,  until  at 
length  the  gaff  was  firmly  driven  into  his  jowl, 
and  he  was  quietly  lifted  into  the  punt. 

"  Ten  pun  of  'im  if  there's  a  bounce  !  "  declared 
Jock. 

The  process  is  repeated  until  five  splendid  fish 
lie  at  the  bottom  of  the  punt,  and  then  Tom 
determines  to  try  an  extra  difficult  cast  right 
under  yonder  bough,  which  reaches  well  out  over 
the  water,  a  spot  that  he  well  knows  always  holds  a 
good  fish.  So  that  no  tangle  shall  occur,  Tom 
carefully  coils  his  line  on  the  lid  of  the  well,  and 
while  doing  this  he  rests  his  bait  in  the  water 
close  by  the  side  of  the  punt.  Just  as  he  is  about 
to  make  a  cast,  there  is  a  heavy  swirl,  a  glimpse 
of  an  immense  pike  taking  the  bait,  the 
momentary  sight  of  a  tail  as  big  as  an  anchor 
fluke,  and  away  plunges  a  mighty  fish  into  the 
green  depths.  But,  although  his  pulse  quickens, 
our  angler's  nerve  does  not  forsake  him,  as  with 
a  quiet  smile  he  settles  himself  to  play  what  he 
well  knows  to  be,  far  and  away,  the  biggest  pike 
be  has  ever  handled. 

But  he  was  not  destined  to  land  that  big 
'un,  for,  as  he  fixed  his  gaze  in  the  direction 
where  the  fish  was  sullenly  ploughing  the  deep 
water,  the  whole  lake  faded  from  his  view ;  punt, 
fish,  and  J ocky  were  gone ;  the  high  banks  opened 
out,  and  Tom  found  himself  wading  up  a  stream 
familiar  to  his  earlier  years !  Yes,  there  at  his 
feet  the  shallow  river  rippled  by ;  over  on  the  left 
bank  was  the  deep,  swift  current  he  remembered 
so  well;  there  in  front  of  him  were  the  long 
waving  weeds,  and  here  and  there  were  the  patches 
of  water  daisies  that  he  had  had  such  good  cause 
to  grumble  at  in  days  gone  by !  In  the  near 
distance  was  the  familiar  form  of  the  church 
spire  rearing  its  height  among  the  quaint,  old- 
fashioned  cottages,  with,  their  tiled  or  thatched 
roofs.  And  then  a  trout  rose  at  a  convenient 
distance,  the  fly  was  put  over  tbe  fish,  and  was 
immediately  accepted,  with  the  result  that  a 
bonnie  brown  ti-out  was  transferred  to  the  creel. 
Truly  Tom  Reeves  was  making  a  mixed  bag  this 
Christmas  morning  !  But  he  took  it  all  quite  as 
a  matter  of  course  ! 

Neither  was  be  at  all  surprised  when  he  waded 
ashore  and  sat  himself  down  by  the  side  of  sweet 
seventeen-year- old  Kate  Seeley ;  indeed,  he  took 
as  a  matter  of  course  that  he  should  once  more 
hold  that  plump  warm  hand  in  his  own,  and  gaze 
in  the  dark  depths  of  those  wonderful  eyes. 

"  May  I  have  a  try  to  catch  a  fish,  Tom  p  "  asks 
sweet  seventeen. 

May  she  have  a  try !  Who  could  deny  her  ? 
Not  Tom,  at  any  rate  !  So  she  stands  up  by  the 
water  side  and  makes  a  cast,  which,  of  course, 
lands^  the  fly  in  a  daisy.  Just  a  little  "  Oh ! 
dear  "  from  Kate,  and  Tom  wades  out  to  release 
the  line.  This,  of  course,  disturbs  the  water,  so 
the  two  have  to  seat  themselves  on  the  bank  once 
more,  "  just  to  give  the  trout  time  to  get  over  the 
fright,"  and  then  the  hand  and  eye  business  is 
again  indulged  in.  The  same  old  story!  But 
even  as  the  warm  hand  lies  in  Tom's  the  scene 
fades  away,  and  a  tall,  dark,  melancholy-lookin<* 
woman  stands  out  in  bold  relief  beneath  the 
porch  of  Dropham  Hall. 

*         *         #         *  # 

"  Now  then,  old  chap,  wake  up  !   Breakfast  is 


ready ;  the  wife  and  Miss  Seeley  have  been  down 
some  time,  and  the  two  olive  branches  are 
clamouring  for  '  Uncle  Tom.'  'Pon  my  soul,  I 
never  knew  you  to  oversleep  yourself  before — 
especially  on  a  fishing  morning.  Jock  is  waiting 
below  with  all  your  traps  ready ;  don't  forget  that 
you  are  due  home  at  one  sharp." 

It  was  Hugh's  genial  voice,  and  the  while  he 
was  rattling  ahead  he  drew  the  blinds  and  filled 
the  room  with  the  soft  morning  light.  Tom 
needed  no  second  bidding,  but  was  out  of  bed  at 
once. 

"  Shall  be  down  in  ten  minutes,"  he  said  to 
Hugh,  as  the  latter  left  the  room ;  and  he  was  as 
good  as  bis  word  at  the  breakfast  table.  "  Uncle 
Tom  "  met  with  the  hearty  reception  usually  ex- 
tended towards  him.  If  he  held  Miss  Seeley's 
hand  a  little  longer  than  was  absolutely  necessary, 
it  was  only  because  he  was  wondering  if  it  felt 
quite  as  plump,  and  quite  as  warm,  as  it  used  to. 

"  Programme  for  the  day,"  said  the  host.  "  I 
have  several  calls  to  make  on  the  farm  and  in  the 
village,  I  may  run  down  to  see  you,  Tom  ;  Amy 
will  look  after  the  household  affairs  ;  Miss  Seeley 
will  take  the  two  youngsters  to  church.  I  do 
really  think,  Tom,  that  ours  is  the  very  ugliest 
church  in  the  kingdom,  and  that's  saying  some- 
thing. The  vicar  came  to  me  a  short  time  ago 
and  wanted  to  know  if  I  would  subscribe  towards 
the  cost  of  the  new  wing.  I  told  bim  that  I 
would  pay  the  total  cost  of  two  new  wings  if  I 
was  sure  the  wretched  building  would  fly  away. 
Don't  forget,  we  are  all  due  back  here  for  lunch  at 
one ;  quiet  chat  or  stroll  after ;  dinner  at  six  sharp ; 
high  jinks  after  till  you  are  all  tired." 

Outside  Jocky  was  waiting  for  Tom  Reeves, 
and  as  soon  as  he  appeared  the  two  started  in  the 
direction  of  the  lake. 

"I  'spose  you'll  try  tbe  old  shop  first,  sir?" 
remarked  Jock.  "I  mean  down  by  tbe  summer 
'ouse;  there's  a  whacker  as  lies  right  in  under 
that  old  tree — twenty  pun  or  more  of  'im.  'E  was 
a-feeding  this  morning  when  I  was  putting  the 
baits  in  the  well  o'  the  punt.  You  ought  to 
'ave  seen  'im  to-day,  sir." 

Tom  said  he  hoped  he  would,  and  then  walked 
on  in  silence,  much  to  the  surprise  of  Jock. 
Arrived  at  the  lake,  they  got  into  the  punt,  and 
J ock  pulled  it  to  the  catch  which  bas  already  been 
accurately  described.  The  favourite  rod  was 
brought  forward,  and  while  the  flight  was  being 
baited  a  splendid  fish  struck  rigbt  in  where  Jock 
had  said  one  laid.  Then  the  angling  instinct 
prevailed,  and  Tom  exclaimed : 
"  By  Jove  !  Jock,  that's  a  beauty." 
"  It  are,  sir,"  replied  Jock,  with  more  emphasis 
than  good  grammar.  "  I  tell  ye  there's  twenty 
pun  of  'im." 

With  unerring  aim  the  bait  was  cast  into  the 
exact  spot,  but  for  a  time  without  result.  Then 
the  bait  began  to  work  in  an  excited  manner,  and 
presently  away  went  the  float.  Tom  tightened 
up  the  slack  line,  drove  tbe  hooks  well  home,  and, 
finding  that  he  was  into  a  good  fish,  played  his 
quarry  with  the  masterly  skill  and  care  charac- 
teristic of  him.  In  the  result,  a  fine  pike  of 
about  151b.  was  brought  to  the  gaff.  Then 
a  really  magnificent  perch,  of  quite  31b.  weight, 
took  a  lively  dace ;  and  after  this  things 
quieted  down.  The  time  was  approaching 
when  Tom  would  have  to  give  over  for  that  day, 
when  a  couple  of  10-pounders  were  run  in  rapid 
succession.  And  then  our  angler  put  up  his  rod, 
well  satisfied  with  his  catch.  Just  such  an  old- 
fashioned  Christinas,  as  has  been  again  and  again 
described,  was  spent  at  the  Hall.  Tom's  holiday, 
after  all,  extended  over  tbe  New  Year ;  and  before 
be  left  Dropham  he  had  gained  Kate  Seeley's 
consent  to  a  marriage  in  the  following  June. 

Pin. 


CONCERNING  PIKE. 


The  most  peculiar  pike  fisherman  I  ever  met 
was  on  an  occasion  when  I  was  fishing  in  a  well- 
known  river  in  Kent.  I  knew  that  there  was  a 
good  pike  located  in  a  certain  pool,  for  it  had 
been  seen  by  several  men  at  the  mill,  and  to  make 
sure  (as  I  thought)  of  catching  it  very  quickly,  I 
had  procured  two  roach,  weighing  about  Alb.  each, 
and  begged  a  lovely  yearling  trout  from  a  trout 
fisherman  and  breeder.  I  had  been  fishing  with 
this  trout  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  without  the 
slightest  sign  of  a  touch,  when  a  tall,  bluster- 


ing  pensioner,  of  the  military  profession, 
appeared  on  the  scene,  and  came  and  joined  me. 
He  had  also  heard  about  the  pike,  obtained  per- 
mission to  fish,  and  although,  according  to  his 
own  confession,  he  had  been  a  pike  fisherman  for 
over  twenty  years,  to  my  surprise  he  had  got  a 
tackle  constructed  with  very  small  hooks,  tied  on 
tremendous  thick  gimp,  stuck  into  a  miserable 
little  roach,  and  bis  float  was  as  big  as  one's  fist. 
The  whole  concern  gave  me  the  hump,  for  the 
water  was  very  clear,  and  I  am  partial  to  a  taper- 
ing cork  float.  For  so  small  a  bait,  a  float  one- 
sixth  the  size  would  have  been  quite  large  enough. 
I  knew  a  pikist  who  used  to  fish  in  the  Stoke 
Newington  reservoirs  use  a  similar  bung  for  all 
sorts  of  baits,  even  gudgeon,  with  the  result  that 
for  three  or  four  seasons  I  never  saw  him  catch  a 
single  pike.  I  should  think  that  in  such  remarkably 
clear,  gin-fine  water,  a  pike,  if  he  happened  to  be 
lower  than  the  bait,  could  easily  see  such  a  float 
5yds.  or  6yds.  I  said  to  the  pensioner,  "  If  I  were 
you,  I  should  use  a  Jardine  snap,  with  a  triangle 
that  you  can  move  either  up  or  down  to  suit  the 
bait ;  and  shortly  afterwards  I  lent  bim  one,  for  he 
had  only  the  wretched  tackle  that  he  was  using, 
and  this  pikist  of  twenty  years'  standing 
absolutely  did  not  know  how  to  bait  it.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  he  had  never  seen  a  Jardine 
snap.  I  may  just  mention,  in  passing,  that  I  would 
rather  insert  the  small  hook  of  the  bottom  triangle 
almost  anywhere  than  in  tbe  root  of  tbe  pectoral 
fin.  I  have  frequently  seen  the  fin  nearly  up- 
rooted by  bungling  casters,  no  matter  how  the 
bait  was  thrown.  "I  have  more  frequently  seen  it 
go  flying  through  the  air.  The  fact  is,  these  men 
attempted  to  cast  their  baits  distances  that  only 
experts  could  compass.  After  carefully  baiting  the 
snap  for  my  companion  with  one  of  the  big  roach, 
his  gaudily  painted  buoy  had  not  been  bobbing  and 
gliding,  about  very  long  wben  it  disappeared.  As 
a  rule,  there  is  as  much  difference  in  the  way  a 
pike  that  means  business,  and  a  strong  bait  takes 
the  float  under,  as  chalk  and  cheese. 

There  is  something  in  the  clean,  quick,  finished 
manner  in  which  the  float  descends  it  is  impossible 
to  mistake.  "By  Jove!"  I  exclaimed,  "  be  has 
got  it."  After  waiting  for  some  fifteen  or  twenty 
seconds,  I  shouted :  "  Now  is  your  time,"  but  he 
did  not  respond  to  my  appeal.  He  simply  stood 
stock  still,  and  waited  for  further  developments. 

It  was  most  exasperating,  for  I  felt  the  chance 
had  come,  and  I  did  not  care  a  button  who  caught 
the  pike.  An  angler  who  cannot  catch  fish  him- 
self, I  contend,  has  no  business  to  prevent  others. 
The  reel  was  actually  revolving  in  the  most 
delightful  manner,  and  all  he  did  was  to  stare  at 
it.  Every  moment  I  expected  to  see  tbe  float  pop 
up,  but  it  did  not.  In  spite  of  all  that  I  could 
say  or  do,  he  waited  and  waited,  until  at  last  I 
said,  "  Let  him  have  it,  man ;  for  recollect  you 
are  using  a  Jardine  snap."  He  coolly  replied,  "I 
always  give  'em  a,t  least  five  minutes."  Here  he 
consulted  his  watch. 

At  last,  instead  of  tightening  on  him,  he  struck, 
and  what  a  stroke  it  was  to  be  sure ;  but  fortu- 
nately nothing  broke.  I  had  left  my  landing  net 
behind,  and  the  only  thing  I  could  find  in  the 
mill  was  half  an  old,  long,  narrow,  shallow, 
battered  basket.  There  were  some  steps  down  to 
the  pool,  and  the  two  or  three  lowest  were  so 
slimy  and  slippery  that  I  only  just  saved  myself 
from  tumbling  in. 

After  several  ineffectual  attempts,  I  roared  out, 
"  Put  on  more  pressure  man,  and  bring  him 
towards  the  basket."  He  was  a  fat  man,  and 
I  feel  certain  he  was  a  lazy  one,  for  he  puffed  and 
snorted  like  a  steam  engine,  said  his  back  ached, 
and  seemed  utterly  powerless  to  do  anything  of 
the  kind.  It  was  a  most  remarkable  and  enter- 
taining performance.  At  last,  more  by  luck  than 
judgment,  the  pike  came  sufficiently  near  for  me 
to  get  his  head  into  the  basket,  and  whilst  I  held 
it,  gingerly  balanced  with  one  hand,  I  shoved  his 
tail  portion  in  with  the  other.  Fortunately  it 
neither  kicked  nor  plunged.  In  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye  I  was  up  the  steps,  and  shot  him  on  the 
ground.  It  weighed  exactly  nib.,  and  was  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  There  was  soon  a  crowd 
round,  and  after  I  had  released  tbe  hooks,  which 
were  only  just  inside  its  month,  this  unique 
angler  walked  off  with  his  prize,  without  saying  so 
much  as  thank  you.  I  was  fishing  with  the 
trout  for  (mite  fifteen  minutes  all  about 
the  spot  where  he  booked  his  pike.  It  is  just 
possible  that  the  big  splash  the  large  bait  made 


January  2,  1897J 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


5 


when  it  was  cast  out,  and  its  struggles  to  escape, 
attracted  the  pike  from  a  greater  distance.  On 
the  following  day  I  had  my  revenge  by  taking  a 
greater  weight.  None  of  them  were  so  large,  but 
their  destruction  was  very  necessary  in  a  trout 
stream. 

Ledyerinrj. — "  Ledgering  for  pike,"  once  said  an 
angler  to  me,  "what  twaddle,  what  rubbish." 
This  method  may  be  adopted  with  one  hook  of  a 
single  triangle  inserted  under  the  dorsal  fin  and 
the  point  brought  right  through,  with  a  single 
hook,  also  a  Jardine  or  Pennell  snap.  The  fewer 
hooks  one  has  about  the  bait  the  better,  and  more 
especially  a  small  bait.  I  have  an  idea  that  the 
more  intense  the  cold,  pike,  like  other  fish,  get 
closer  to  the  ground.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  have 
frequently  seen  anglers  fishing  for  pike  in 
pools,  slow  running  deeps,  and  big  eddies 
12ft.  or  loft,  in  depth,  with  their  floats  not  more 
than  4ft.  or  5ft.  from  their  baits ;  where  a  pike, 
looking  out  for  prey  2  ft.  from  the  bottom  would 
have  no  possible  chance  of  even  seeing  their  lures. 
Double  the  distance  may  be  allowed  from  the  bait 
to  the  bullet  when  fishing  such  a  great  depth, 
say,  3ft. ;  but  if  the  water  is  only  5ft.  or  6ft.  in 
depth,  and  comparatively  clear,  18in.  would  be 
sufficient.  As  usual,  opinions  differ.  On  these 
occasions  the  angler  should  carefully  note  both 
the  state  of  the  water  and  the  temperature,  and 
act  accordingly.  At  any  rate,  I  have  taken  pike 
when  ledgering  in  places  quite  as  deep  as  that 
mentioned  above,  if  not  deeper. 

I  prefer  the  Pennell  snap  to  a  single  hook,  and 
a  dace  or  chub  to  any  other  bait.  Even  in  a  deep 
eddy  in  a  freshet  there  is  more  chance  of  a  pike 
seeing  them.  The  last  pike  I  took  ledgering  in 
very  deep  water  was  with  a  chub  weighing  about 
6oz.  If  the  pike  run  large,  a  pound  chub  is  an 
excellent  bait  in  places  where  they  have  only  to 
be  dropped  in  a  few  yards  away,  or  allowed  to  be 
within  an  easy  distance  of  the  rod-top.  They  are 
strong  and  lively,  and  in  waters  where  pike  never 
see  a  chub  it  is  often  a  most  tempting  lure.  On 
the  other  hand,  say  one  is  using  a  good-sized 
gudgeon,  no  matter  what  distance  is  allowed  from 
the  hook  to  the  bullet,  it  will  soon  find  its  way  to 
the  ground,  and  if  there  be  only  a  thin  growth  of 
bottom  weed,  a  pike  might  remain  5ft.  or  6ft. 
from  it  for  hours  without  seeing  it.  I  say  might. 
For  this  reason  I  pass  gudgeon. 

If  the  bullet  is  a  fixture  on  the  trace  (as  some 
anglers  will  have  it),  then  it  should  be  no  larger 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  to  keep  the  bait 
down,  for  the  simple  reason  that,  unless  the 
ground  be  clear  of  weeds  and  rubbish,  &c,  if  the 
ike  moves  off  with  the  bait  only  a  few  feet,  the 
ullet  is  almost  certain  to  catch  in  something; 
the  sudden  resistance  naturally  alarms  the  pike, 
and  the  bait  is  immediately  dropped  or  ejected,  as 
the  case  may  be ;  but  when  fishing  with  a  Pennell 
or  J ardine  snap,  and  using  rather  a  large  bullet, 
with  a  good  wide  aperture  just  above  the  trace, 
kept  in  its  position  by  one  shot  nipped  on  a  com- 
paratively fine,  but  strong  line,  if  he  watched 
his  line,  five  times  out  of  six  he  would  have  plenty 
of  time  to  tighten  on  his  fish,  and  that  with 
almost  as  good  a  chance,  if  not  quite  as  good,  as 
if  he  were  fishing  with  a  float  in  the  ordinary 
way.    Fish  after  fish  may  be  taken. 

But  when  ledgering  with  a  single  hook, 
especially  if  it  be  passed  through  both  lips,  the 
chance  of  missing  a  fish  is  greatly  increased.  On 
several  occasions  I  have  seen  the  bait  come  to 
hand  with  only  a  few  scales  on,  but  otherwise 
uninjured.  How  could  such  a  thing  happen 
unless  the  jack  had  turned,  and  taken  the  bait 
well  into  its  mouth  ?  The  fact  is,  the  hook  was 
passed  through  both  lips,  and  the  probability  is  it 
was  so  narrow  in  the  bend,  there  was  little  or  no 
chance  of  hooking  him.  I  would  rather  insert  a 
single  very  wide  sneck-loent  hook  close  under  the 
dorsal  fin.  The  baifc  lives  much  longer,  breathes 
better,  has  greater  freedom,  and  preserves  a  more 
natural  balance;  not  only  this,  when  the  pike 
turns  the  bait  with  its  head  towards  his  gullet,  I 
contend  the  hook  is  in  a  better  position  for  pene- 
trating the  jack  than  when  hooked  through  both 
lips. 

When  ledgering  with  a  Jardine  snap,  four 
times  out  of  five  a  jack  may  be  hooked  when  the 
line  is  running  out  and  the  reel  is  revolving ;  but 
a  strong,  lively  bait  will  sometimes  make  the  reel 
go  round  two  or  three  times,  and  then  stop. 
Anglers  of  any  experience  are  very  seldom  taken 
in  by  such  a  movement,  but  I  have  seen  an  angler 


not  in  the  know  instantly  seize  his  rod,  strike  in 
the  most  alarming  manner,  and  shout  to  a  com- 
panion, "  I  have  just  had  a  run,  and  missed  him  " 
— a  great  mistake,  because  a  pike  was  never  there 
to  miss.  When  using  a  single  hook,  I  always 
wait  for  a  more  pronounced  demonstration.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  a  pike  cannot  be  hooked 
under  the  same  conditions  as  when  employing  a 
snap,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  try,  for  if  one  strikes 
when  a  pike  has  only  taken  out  6yds.  or  8yds. 
of  line,  one  often  strikes  in  vain. 

An  Old  Hand. 


THE  CHRONICLES  OF  THE  OLD 
CRONIES'  ANGLING  CLUB."* 


Those  of  us  who  have  read  and  enjoyed  "  Long 
Casts  and  Sure  Rises,"  will  welcome  any  new 
contributions  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  Shrubsole, 
for  when  he  writes  he  always  produces  something 
attractive  to  the  lover  of  angling.  His  present 
book  is,  as  he  puts  it  in  the  preface,  an  endeavour 
to  sugar-coat  the  pills  of  practical  advice,  which 
are  necessary  to  the  well-being  of  the  amateur 
fisherman.  His  views,  or  rather  those  of  members 
of  the  O.  0.  Angling  Club,  will  be  read  with 
interest  by  all  thinking  men.  Shrubsole's  Pills  for 
Professors  of  the  Art  of  Angling  will  take  a  lot  of 
beating.  Some,  indeed,  like  others  we  wot  of,  be 
they  never  so  thickly  coated,  are  apt  to  make  the 
gorge  of  the  conservative  fisherman  rise  when  he 
attempts  to  swallow  them ;  but,  if  thoroughly 
digested,  may  aid  to  make  him  a  better  angler  and  a 
wiser  man.  It  is  usual  when  testing  goods  to  take 
samples  for  analysis,  and  the  samples  which  we 
have  reproduced  here  will  give  some  idea  of  the  pill 
mass.  Of  the  bitter  pills,  let  us  give  two  examples. 
In  speaking  of  the  constitution  of  the  model 
angling  club,  the  president  says  : 

Firstly,  not  les3  than  half  the  income  of  the  club  is  to 
be  devote  i  to  breeding  and  rearing  fish  and  the  preserva- 
tion and  protection  of  waters  fished  by  the  members  ;  we, 
of  course,  mean  other  waters  in  addition  to  the  club 
lengths  of  the  Bram.  Secondly,  the  members  shall  not 
retain  fish  from  any  waters  under  a  certain  sportsmanlike 
size,  the  standard  to  be  arranged  by  the  committee  and 
approved  by  the  Colonel  and  myself.  Thirdly,  the  surplus 
quantity  of  fish  reared  at  the  breeding  ponds  after  the 
lengths  of  the  Bram  are  annually  well  stocked,  are  to  be 
either  placed  in  some  impoverished  water,  or  sold,  and  the 
money  so  obtained  subscribed  to  some  deserving  preserva- 
tion society  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee. 

Here  is  food  for  much  controversy,  and  probable 
difference  of  opinion,  which  certainly  has  been 
waiting  to  be  publicly  brought  forward.  Another 
salutary  but  unpalatable  morsel  runs  as  follows  : 

For  the  life  of  me  I  cannot  understand  why  a  charge 
should  not  be  made  for  coarse  fishing ;  I  mean  so  that 
every  angler  paid  a  proportion  of  the  cost  of  protection, 
preservation,  and  restocking.  An  annual  licencs  of,  say, 
half  a  crown  would  answer  the  purpose,  and  quite  a  sub- 
stantial sain  would  be  available. 

But  enough  of  these ;  let  us  pass  to  the  sugar- 
coated  hints,  of  value  to  every  angler,  because 
culled  from  the  stores  of  a  ripe  experience. 

The  rudd  fishing  is  second  to  none,  and  the  best  manner 
of  essaying  the  capture  of  these  fish  is  to  cast  a  bunch 
of  gentles  after  the  manner  of  a  fly,  a  long  line  being 
necessary  as  the  fish  are  exceedingly  shy. 

Again,  speaking  of  piking  in  frosty  weather, 
one  of  the  character's  says  : 

I've  never  known  the  fish  run  so  well  under  such  circum- 
stances as  they  have  done  when  the  winter  weather  has 
been  mild,  and  a  few  weeds  have  been  about. 

After  a  long  and  interesting  story  of  fly  fishing 
for  chub,  we  find  the  following  : 

The  flies  I  have  described  I  generally  rely  upon  when 
fishing  any  water  for  chub.  There  are  many  other  patterns 
which  at  times  prove  very  us3ful,  such  as  bees,  and  several 
supplied  by  tackle  houses.  As  a  rule,  tackle  makers  dress 
chub  flies  too  large  and  too  gaudy,  in  my  way  of  thinking, 
and,  as  I  have  said,  on  too  stout  gut.  My  advica  is,  get 
your  flies  on  eyed  hooks,  and  don't  buy  those  which  are 
tco  big  or  too  gaudy.  I  say  this  knowing  well  that  many 
good  chub  have  been  killed  upon  flios  as  big  as  hearth 
brushes,  and  containing  all  the  colours  of  a  rainbow. 

When  you  strike  a  chub  do  so  carefully,  but  firmly. 
Remember  you  have  to  drive  the  steel  into  a  leathery 
mouth  ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  that  you  should  endeavour 
to  sratch  the  fish's  head  off.  Having  hooked  your  fish, 
humour  the  first  plunge  or  two,  then  give  him  the  butt, 
and  get  liim  into  the  net  as  soon  as  possible  .  but  at  the 
same  time  don't  skull  drag  him.  Generally  you  can  see 
or  feel  Mr.  Chub  take  the  fly,  but  sometimes  he  will 
follow  it..  When  this  is  the  case,  let  your  fly  ttop  two  or 
three  seconds,  and  then  strike.  Probably  you  will  hook 
your  fish.    If  a  fish  rushes  out  from  the  bank  at  your  fly, 
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adopt  the  same  tactics.  Chub  lie  generally  in  shoals, 
with  their  heads  up  stream.  Attack  them  from  the  rear, 
and  let  the  hindmost  fish  have  your  attention  first.  You 
stand  a  chance  then  of  getting  some  more  of  the  shoal. 
As  a  rule,  fish  with  your  fly  well  below  the  surface,  and 
work  it  regularly — not  in  fits  and  starts.  If  the  fish 
ignores  your  fly  sunk,  dry  it,  and  put  it  over  him. 

Here,  again,  is  a  sweet  bit  of  sugar  coating : 

A  dozen  fish,  at  least,  were  rising  in  thit  pool  within 
my  reach  ;  but  not  a  fin  rewarded  my  efforts.  I  tried 
different  sizes  of  the  Olive,  I  tried  back  to  the  Grey 
Quill,  I  tried  the  Yellow  Dun  ;  for  half  an  hour  ormore 
I  fished  that  pool  to  no  purpose.  Then,  in  desperation,  I 
put  up  the  large  Pink  Wickham,  and  sent  it  under  the 
bridge  and  over  a  big  fellow  that  was  greedily  sucking 
down  the  natural  olive — one  that  had  repeatedly  refused 
my  artificial  presentment.  With  a  rush  he  had  the  pink 
'un,  and  away  he  went  beyond  the  bridge. 

And  in  case  the  reader  should  still  taste  the 
pill,  he  further  gilds  it  with  little  bits  of  picture 
painting  as  follows : 

Ah  !  that  was  a  trout !  Throughout  three  seasons  he 
had  defied  all  the  efforts  of  our  friend  Dick.  Flies  with- 
out number  and  of  every  conceivable  pattern  had  repeatedly 
been  presented  to  his  notice,  and  as  often  refused.  Yet 
his  troutship  was  no  cannibal,  for  often  enough  he  could 
be  seen  quietly  tilting  his  broad  black  nose  out  of  the 
water,  and  each  tilt  meant  the  death  and  burial  of  some 
helpless  fly.  Dick  watched  him  for  half  an  hour  one  day 
while  a  big  rise  of  Grey  Quill  Gnats  was  on  (he  couldn't 
help  watching  him  occasionally,  although  he  was  neglecting 
the  certain  capture  of  other  less  weighty  and  less  knowing 
trout ;  it  was  this  habit,  however,  that  ultimatoly  resulted 
in  the  fish  ornamenting  the  bar  of  the  Bull  and  Peacock  I)  ; 
there  was  no  hurry  or  fuss  about  the  feeding  of  that  fish  ! 
The  big  'un  went  quietly  to  work,  and  sucked  down  the 
flies  in  a  manner  that  made  Dick's  fingers  itch  to  drive  the 
steel  home.  But  it  was  no  use  ;  try  as  he  might,  Mr.  Trout 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  artificial  presentments." 

We  all  know  that  trout,  and  sit  back  in  our 
easy  chairs,  lay  down  the  book,  and  wonder 
whether  we  shall  get  him  this  coming  season. 

Those  who  would  know  the  story — who  the  Old 
Cronies  were  and  all  about  them — should  buy  the 
book  and  read  it.  When  some  quiet  evening 
comes,  let  the  angler  re-open  it  and  ponder 
over  some  of  the  coated  pills  its  author  has  so 
cleverly  put  before  him. 


AGE  FOR  ENTERING  THE  ROYAL 
NAYY  INCREASED. 


Many  of  our  readers  may  be  glad  to  know  that 
important  alterations  as  to  the  entry  of  cadets  for 
the  Navy  came  into  force  on  Jan.  1,  IS; >7. 

The  Press  Association  says  :  In  pursuance  of 
the  decision  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  to  gradually  raise  the  age  for  the 
entry  of  Naval  cadets,  and  to  shorten  to  some 
extent  the  period  of  training  on  board  the 
Britannia,  the  following  arrangements  will  come 
into  force  on  January  1 :  Cadets  will  be  entered 
three  times  a  year  instead  of  twice  as  hitherto. 
The  appointments  will  be  dated  from  January  15, 
May  15,  and  September  15  in  each  year.  The 
limits  of  age  on  each  of  these  dates  in  the  year 
1897  will  be :  13A  to  15  years  on  January  15  and 
May  15,  and  13J  to  15|  years  on  September  15. 
For  the  entry  of  January  15,  1808,  the  limits  will 
be  U  to  15§  years.  The  limits  of  age  are  raised 
gradually  in  order  to  avoid  the  unavoidable  restut 
of  cadets  newly  entered  being  older  than  the  boys 
already  in  the  Britannia  entered  in  previous  terms. 
There  are  to  be  three  terms  of  about  thirteen 
weeks  in  each  year,  to  commence  and  terminate 
approximately  as  follows  :  January  14  to  April  14, 
May  5  to  August  5,  and  September  16  to 
December  16. 

The  period  of  training  in  the  Britannia  will 
extend  over  four  terms,  and  the  examinations  will 
be  held  about  six  weeks  before  the  commencement 
of  each  term.  The  examination  for  the  entries  to 
be  made  next  May  and  September  will  be 
conducted  on  the  same  lines  as  heretofore.  A 
notification  will  shortly  be  made  public  as  to 
subsequent  examinations.  The  period  of  service 
as  Naval  cadets  afloat  is  to  be  eight  months,  and 
eight  months  is  to  be  the  maximum  time  that  can 
be  gained  on  passing  out  of  the  Britannia. 
Arrangements  will  be  made  to  regulate  the 
seniorities  of  officers  now  in  the  Britannia  who 
may  be  placed  at  any  disadvantage  owing  to  the 
introduction  of  these  changes. 


The  January  Number  of  Scmhner's  Magazine 
(now  ready)  commences  a  new  series.  "  The 
Conduct  of  Great  Businesses "  is  admirably 
written  and  beautifully  illustrated. 
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OUR  CLUB. 


We  were  email 
and  early;  limited 
and  select.  That  is 
what  I  told  Webster, 
and  so  Webster 
joined  us.  If  I  were 
put  upon  oath  and 
cross  -  examined,  I 
could  not  say  why 
we  had  a  club,  or  of 
what  use  it  was  to 
an  ybody.  A  few  of 
my  suburban  neighbours,  however,  seemed  to 
think  that  a  club  was  a  proper  thing,  and  so  the 
"  Amicable  Pikes  "  was  established.  As  president 
of  the  Amicable  Pikes,  I  naturally  felt  a  keen 
interest  in  its  welfare,  and  when  we  had  our 
annual  dinner  at  the  Mountain  Ash  Hotel,  I 
insisted  upon  putting  all  the  wine  upon  the  table 
at  my  own  cost.  In  connection  with  this  little 
weakness  I  made  the  discovery  that  free  wine  is  a 
great  provocative  of  thirst.  As  I  said  before,  I  do 
not  know  why  we  wanted  a  club.  We  rented  no 
water,  and  our  united  voice — a  dozen  strong — 
could  have  no  influence  upon  Parliament,  or 
secure  any  special  fishery  legislation.  Harry 
Lynx  was  really  the  founder.  He  said  that  no 
respectable  angler  went  out  to  angle  unles3  he  was 
"  affiliated,"  that  was  his  favourite  word.  As  he 
remarked,  with  some  truth,  if  you  are  fishing,  and 
trespass  on  to  some  one  else's  water,  wtere  are 
you  ?  If  I  am  plain  Harry  Lynx,  I  am  nobody.  I 
may  be  a  mere  poacher.  But  if  I  can  produce  a 
card  having  the  words  "  Harry  Lynx,  member  of 
the  Amicable  Pikes,"  that  keeper  is  knocked  silly 
at  once.  He  knows  you  are  a  gentleman,  and 
instead  of  blacking  your  eyes,  he  takes  your  tip. 

Now  it  was  impossible  to  argue  against  such 
logic  as  this,  and  the  "  A.  P."  was  formed.  The 
irrepressible  Harry  drew  a  design  as  a  badge  for 
the  club,  which  is  given  above.  He  wanted  to 
have  it  worked  in  blue  and  gold,  and  make  every 
member  wear  it  in  front  of  hi3  cap  or  upon  his 
arm.  He  said  that  fishermen  were  proverbially 
called  liars,  so  we  would  show  the  world  that  we 
were  not,  and  that  our  motto  was  "Veracity." 
The  badge  looked  very  well  at  the  head  of  our 


them  to  begin  a  few  yarns  after  the  clock  had 
"gone  twelve"  frequently  made  U3  forget  the 
"wee  sma'  hours."  How  long  we  might  have 
continued  to  dwell  together  in  harmony  I  cannot 
tell,  but  one  or  two  rather  painful  differences 
sprung  up  which  caused  considerable  rifts  in  our 
family  lute. 

For  instance,  the  newly- joined  Webster  and 
Fred  Wilson  went  out  together  for  a  day's  punt 
fishing  up  the  Thames.  They  made  most 
elaborate  preparations  for  this  outing.  Webster 
had  gone  to  the  expense  of  a  compete  set  of 


had  filled  his  tenth  pipe,  and  then  remarked, 
"  It  will  be  soon  time  for  lunch,  Wilson,  my  boy. 
I  feel  a  hollow  that  would  well  bear  filling  up." 

Wilson  replied  that  he  thought  a  drink  would 
go  down  better,  and  they  could  have  lunch  later 
on.  So  they  drank  a  duet.  Now,  Webster  was  a 
man  inordinately  fond  of  a  "  snack,"  and  he  had 
pack  el  in  his  fishing  creel  his  ideal  of  a  snack — 


"  Ufy.msj.y  and 

Jlis  %'al. 


tackle,  and  Fred  Wilson  had  bought  a  new  creel, 
which  he  hoped  to  fill. 

Both  men  left  Waterloo  Station  for  Staines  by 
the  same  train,  smiling  and  pleased,  like  a  couple 
of  lovers.  They  came  back  in  separate  trains, 
and  the  face  of  one  bore  the  marks  of  a  severe 
encounter  with  a  fist  or  a  fish.  We  did  not  learn 
the  story  of  that  eventful  day  all  at  once ;  it  came 
out   in   numbers,  like  a  family   Bible.  First 


consisting  of  half  a  lobster,  the  liver  wing  of  a 
chicken,  some  sandwiches,  and  a  stray  portion  of 
biscuits  and  cheese,  with  a  little  pint  bottle 
of  sparkling  wine  at  the  bottom.  His  soul  craved 
for  this,  and  while  he  was  craving,  Wilson  clumsily 
turned  round  in  his  chair  to  put  back  his  whisky 
flask,  when  there  was  a  splash  and  an  exclamation. 
He  had  knocked  the  creel  and  luncheon  into  the 
river.    Webster's  short  temper  came  bubbling  up 


"  parting  gets  a 
katclj." 


notepaper,  and  we  had  it  cut  upon  our  drinkin^ 
tumblers  in  the  club-room. 

I  am  bound  for  conscience  sake  to  admit  that  I 
diverged  slightly  from  the  truth  when  I  told 
Webster  that  we  were  "  small  and  early."  Small 
we  might  be,  but,  strictly  speaking,  not  early. 
We  had,  for  example,  some  good  whist  players, 
and  when  we  were  not  fishing  we  had  a  few 
rubbers.  There  were  one  or  two  good  story-tellers 
amongst  us,  and  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  one  of 


'  e-  'wkward  for 
Webster.'' 


Webster  gave  his  version  to  a  few  friends,  and 
then  Wilson  poured  out  his  tale  of  treachery, 
until  we  were  able  to  piece  the  mosaic  pattern 
together  something  like  this.  The  two  sat  in  the 
punt,  moored  out  in  mid-stream,  and  fished  away 
in  perfect  harmony.  They  did  not  catch  anything, 
but  that  did  not  make  much  difference  for  an  hour 
or  two,  but  after  that,  watching  floats  that  would 
not  "bob"  grew  tedious.  Nothing  bit  in  fact 
except  the  flies,  and  they  bit  freely.  Webster 


to  the  surface  as  he  saw  his  basket  swing  down 
the  Thames  and  gradually  become  submerged. 
Mutual  recriminations  followed,  and  Wilson 
rushed  to  release  the  boat  from  the  stake  that 
held  her;  but  by  the  time  he  had  .dun,-  this  the 
basket  had  sunk.  Then  the  boat  began  to  drift 
with  the  current.  Wilson  resented  Webster's  tone, 
and  called  him  a  cod.  The  other  intimated  that 
he  was  a  liar,  and  there  Was  a  fight.  Now.  a 
Thames  punt  is  not  a  good  place  for  a  fight.  The 
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boat  resented  the  treatment  and  capsized,  and 
the  two  angry  "  Amicable  Pikes "  were  pitched 
into  the  water. 

Now,  the  club  took  sides  over  this  matter, 
one  section  became  Websterites  and  the  other 
Wilsonites,  and  long  and  heated  were  the  discus- 
sions upon  the  subject.  In  fact,  the  matter 
saemed  to  give  every  prospect  of  splitting  up  our 
little  club.  The  straw  which  broke  the  camel's 
back,  however,  came  from  quite  an  unexpected 
quarter.  I  have  said  that  we  had  a  very  good 
story-teller  amongst  us.  This  was  a  man  named 
John  Ramsay,  who  could  draw  the  long  bow  or 
sling  the  proverbial  hatchet  with  the  best. 
We  also  had  a  man  who  could  draw.  His 
name  was  Barling,  and  he  was  a  very  clever 
cartoonist.  One  evening  Ramsay  returned  from 
a  day's  fishing,  and  he  entertained  the  members 
of  the  club  until  half -past  one  in  the  morning  with 
tales  of  his  day's  adventures.  Amongst  other 
things,  he  said  that  after  he  had  caught  one  fish, 
a  learned  clerical  gentleman  looking  on  had 
whispered  in  his  ear,  "  My  dear  sir,  you  are  very 
much  like  a  brother  of  mine,  and  you  are 
certainly  the  most  expert  fisherman  I  ever  saw." 
Next  day  a  cartoon  was  found  stuck  up  in  the 
club-room  labelled  "  Ramsay  and  his  pal." 

This  gave  great  offence  to  Ramsay,  who  is  a 
very  touchy  Scotchman  and  a  poor  hand  at  taking 
a  joke.  But  he  determined  upon  his  revenge. 
He  sought  out  an  artist  who  drew  for  him  an 
imaginary  portrait  of  Barling  out  fishing,  and 
this  was  also  stuck  up  in  the  club  room,  and  it 
was  labelled  "  Barling  gets  a  catch."  The  ancient 
Roman  urn  depicted  annoyed  Barling  not  a  little, 
for  he  seemed  to  see  in  it  a  joke  which  probably 
the  artist  never  intended. 

These  two  cartoons  amused  the  members  of  the 
club  not  a  little,  and  the  artist  and  the  story- 
teller had  to  run  the  fire  of  constant  chaff  over 
them.  One  night  Ramsay  had  looked  upon  the 
wine  when  it  was  red  and  the  whisky  when  it  was 
yellow,  and  he  was  in  an  ill-humour  for  chaff. 
Stung  by  some  extra  pungent  jest  by  Barling,  he 
seized  his  toddy  glass  and  threw  the  contents  full 
into  his  fellow  member's  face.  Now  hot  toddy  is 
a  good  thing  in  its  place,  but  that  place  is  not  a 
man's  eye,  and  so  the  blood  of  the  ancient 
Barlings  asserted  itself  in  one  wild  lunge  at  the 
assailant.  Unfortunately  his  aim  was  bad,  and 
he  struck  Jones.  A  dreadful  hullabaloo  followed, 
and  the  landlord  turned  out  the  gas,  and  the 
waiters  cleared  the  room.  Next  day  post  after 
post  brought  me  indignant  letters  of  resignation 
from  "  Amicable  Pikes,"  who  thought  they  were 
consorting  with  gentlemen,  &c.  By  five  o'clock  I 
was  the  only  "  Amicable  Pike  "  left.  I  still  have 
one  or  two  of  the  drinking  tumblers  and  some  of 
the  gorgeous  notepaper.  But  here  I  solemnly 
make  affidavit  that  I  never  start  an  angling  club 
again — amicable  or  otherwise.  P.  G.  H. 


ANGLER  IN  IRELAND  FIFTY 
YEARS  AGO* 
(Continued  from  page  476.) 

I  will  here  relate  a  curious  adventui'e  which 
took  place  on  the  river  Donbeg  or  Cooraclare,  an 
excellent  salmon  river,  but  very  foul  and  full  of 
stumps.  I  had  lost  so  many  flies  and  salmon  by 
these  stumps,  that  I  determined  on  cross  fishing 
it,  and  I  got  a  tolerable  angler  in  my  neigbourhood 
to  accompany  me. 

We  had  a  strong  five-fly  cross-line,  with  silk 
droppers,  and  our  flies  on  all  good  three-gut,  and 
came  on  an  excellent  reach,  with  a  fine  breeze 
against  the  current,  which  was  slight.  We  had 
only  just  commenced,  when  a  large  flock  of  tame 
geese  flew  very  swiftly  over  the  river,  and  in  a 
direct  line  with  our  cross-line.  We  most  unfortu- 
nately raised  our  hands,  and  instantly  had  three 
of  them  firm. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  describe  the  scene- 
splashing,  swimming,  flying,  running  up  and 
down  the  river  for  nearly  an  hour,  and,  to  com- 
plete ouV  confusion,  at  my  companion's  side  a  set 
of  outrageous  women,  hearing  the  'noise  and  out- 
cry, came  down,  and  if  they  could  have  got  stones 
would  have  annihilated  him, 'charging  hjm  as  the 
cause  of  the  state  their  geese  were  in.  At  length 
he  was  forced  to  run  for  his  life,  having  cut  the 

#  From  O'Gorman's  "  Practice  of  Angling,  particularly 
as  regards  Ireland," 


fine  and  the  concern  at  once.  At  length,  but  not 
until  the  geese  were  nearly  dead,  I  contrived  to 
land  the  line,  and  with  great  difficulty  extracted 
the  flies.  The  reach  was  destroyed,  my  com- 
panion had  fled,  the  wind  fell  away,  and  I  walked 
disconsolately  to  the  village  of  Cooraclare,  about 
a  mile  distant,  where  I  was  glad  to  take  some  rest 
after  the  great  fatigue  and  vexation  I  had  under- 
gone. . 

At  length  sunset  approached ;  a  little  breeze  had 
sprung  up — it  just  struck  me  that  if  there  were 
salmon  on  the  reach  just  mentioned,  they  might, 
by  that  time,  have  recovered  from  the  fright  and 
confusion  they  must  have  been  thrown  into  by  the 
geese  incident.  Away  I  darted  to  the  spot,  and 
Sad  not  taken  six  throws,  when  I  got  hold  of  a 
most  noble  spring  fish.  Up  and  down  I  played 
him  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  holding  him  well  from 
the  stumps ;  and  I  at  length  gaffed  him ;  but 
off  he  carried  my  gaff,  it  having  got  loose  from 
the  stick.  I  had  struck  him,  however,  through 
the  bone  near  his  tail,  so  that  he  soon  turned  on 
his  side,  and  I  drew  him  at  last  to  shore.  He 
weighed  241b. !  I  had  now,  at  near  nightfall,  five 
miles  to  return,  over  bogs,  hills,  and  rivers  to  my 
home,  unattended  as  I  was  ;  but  I  was  then  young 
and  strong,  and  thought  nothing  of  it.  Now 
quantum  mutatus. 

Of  a  Neivly  Invented  Hook. 
This  is  a  hook  with  an  eye  in  the  shank.  It  is 
another  Scotch  invention,  and,  as  to  its  usefulness, 
may  be  placed  on  a  par  with  the  newly  invented 
mode  of  breeding  salmon.  Any  fly  tied  on  a  hook 
of  this  description  must  be  clumsy.  It  is  liable 
to  drop  back  on  the  link  ;  the  knot  is  more  likely 
to  wear  than  on  an  armed  link,  and  the  body  of  the 
fly  will  probably  disappear  altogether,  if  the  shank 
is  not  lined  with  waxed  silk.  There  is  also  another 
disadvantage;  if  you  have  not  everything  laid 
out  and  ready  to  put  on,  and  if  you  have  to  look 
for  any  article,  you  must  knot,  for  there  is  no 
link  to  hold,  and  you  cannot  turn  under  the 
shank;  at  best,  it  is  but  a  paltry  saving,  and 
though  it  may  answer  tolerably  for  a  cross-line, 
for  throwing  nicely  it  is  too  heavy.  A  large  sized 
description  of  this  kind  of  hook  answers  well  for 
trolling,  and  a  middle  sized  one  will  do  for  retain- 
ing the  head  of  the  bait  in  its  proper  position,  and 
may  be  used  for  the  head  of  the  shrimp  to  keep  it 
firm,  after  having  inserted  the  first  hook  in  its 
tail,  as  heretofore  directed. 

A  List  of  Necessary  Articles  with  which  every  Good 
Angler  should  he  Provided. 

A  small  one-handed  plane,  with  a  double  iron, 
and  an  iron  sole. 

A  large  coarse  cut  file,  and  a  smaller  and  finer 
cut  one. 

A  good  chisel,  and  two  or  three  half-round  fine 
cut  files,  small  sized. 

A  watchmaker's  microscope,  particularly  useful 
in  the  inspection  of  natm-al  flies,  and  a  great 
assistance  in  their  imitation. 

A  large  knife  with  a  saw  in  one  end  and  a  strong 
blade  in  the  other — the  want  of  which  instrument 
is  often  sorely  felt,  if  an  oar  pin  breaks  under  the 
rower's  hands  on  a  lake,  and  that  you  happen  to 
be  on  a  lee  shore,  pretty  well  tired,  with  a  long 
walk  home. 

A  good  penknife  and  scissors;  a  small  hand- 
vice,  and  a  neat  plyers,  with  two  rounded  points, 
to  bring  any  hooks  you  choose  to  soften  to  the 
shape  you  prefer. 

Some  good  well-soldered  loops  for  your  rods  ; 
some  tyers,  that  is,  bits  of  thin  sheet  copper, 
properly  cut  to  fasten  them  in,  and  some  solid 
loops ;  some  good  glue,  some  boiled  oil,  and  a 
couple  of  little  bottles  of  varnish,  which  you  must 
keep  well  corked,  and  which  must  be  always 
warmed  when  you  are  about  to  use  them,  either 
near  a  fire  or  by  being  put  into  boiling  water. 

Coarse  and  fine  silk  thread  of  all  kinds  ;  orange 
and  yellow  are  best  for  fly  tying ;  crimson  looks 
well  on  a  rod;  good  shoe-maker's  wax  ;  if  you  can 
purloin  a  small  ivory  paper  knife  from  a  literary 
character,  cut  a  little  notch  in  the  top  of  it ;  it 
will  do  better  than  a  stick  to  push  down  your 
hook  before  extracting  it  from  the  tongue  of  a 
trout  or  salmon.  Have  your  priest,  or  short 
stick,  always  at  hand  in  bag,  basket,  or  boat.  A 
good  No.  1  canvas  bag,  and  a  tolerably  sized 
basket  for  eatables  and  drinkables.  It  is  quite 
unnecessary  to  say  anything  of  rods,  reels,  hooks, 
lines,  gaffs,  or  landing  nets,  all  these  being  the 


principle  items  in  your  pi-eparation  and  already 
particularised.  But,  as  I  am  not  altogether  a 
Mathewite,  I  recommend,  besides  a  supply  of 
cigars,  a  well  covered,  well  sized  dram  bottle, 
tolerably  full. 

(To  be  continued.) 


•Repxts  from  Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Report*  [to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London" 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association. — A  special  meeting  of  the 
finance  and  renting  and  preservation  committees  will  take 
place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  4,  at  eight  o'clock. — 
— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — The  next  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Jan.  8, 
at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — A  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Tuesday 
evening,  Jan.  12,  at  the  Clapham  Junction  A.S.,  Duke  of 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction.  On  that 
evening  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  has  kindly  consented  to 
occupy  the  chair,  and  also  he  will  place  a  four-horse  brake 
at  the  disposal  of  any  brother  angler  who  wishes  to 
accompany  him  free  of  charge  ;  brake  to  leave  W oolpack 
Tavern  8.30  sharp.  Therefore  I  hope  any  brother  angler 
who  can  make  it  convenient  to  attend  will  i  aHy  round  and 
give  the  Claphamites  a  bumper.— G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers' Benevolent  Society.— Windsor  Compe. 
tition. — I  should  like  to  heir  from  Victoria  Brothers  A. S, 
and  all  the  clubs  who  have  still  books  and  cash  of  the 
late  competition,  as  it  is  quite  time  all  outstanding 
accounts  were  settled.  I  am  surprised  at  the  backwardness 
of  club  secretaries— Ben  Abrahams. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
Several  members  were  out  duringthe  holidays,  but  owingto 
weather,  &c.  did  not  get  much  fish.  E.  Jackson  had  a 
jack  about  51b.  ;  G.  Blades,  four  perch  (largest,  15£oz.) ; 
Ben  had  six  roach. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-Inn-Fields. — Since  my  last  Mr. 
Drew  has  weighei-in  roach  and  perch.  A  successful 
Clerkenwell  visit  was  paid  to  us  on  Dec.  21.  Mr.  GulL- 
tard  was  in  the  chair,  facel  by  Mr.  Drew;  pianist,  Mr. 
Brodie.  Fourteen  societies  responded  to  the  roll. — J. 
Chambers. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Dec.  20  our 
annual  Christmas  outing  took  place  at  Wraysbury,  and 
was  a  great  success,  twenty  members  competing,  and 
nearly  all  had  fish.  On  the  26th  we  had  a  nice  show  of 
dace  and  jack,  and  on  the  27th  a  nice  show  of  roach.  I 
hope  as  many  members  who  can  attend  on  Tuesday  next 
will  do  so  to  arrange  next  outing. — Dodd. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Dec.  30  Mr. 
J.  Roach  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  from  the  Thames. 
Members  are  requested  to  note  that  Wednesday,  Jan.  13, 
will  be  quarterly  night.— T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill.— On  Dec.  26  and  27  several  of  our 
members  were  out,  with  the  following  result :  Messrs. 
Butler  weighed-in  a  grand  show  of  roach,  largest 
lib.  Ooz.,  several  over  lib.;  Weeks,  dace;  Halsey,  roach 
and  dace;  Dagsvorthy,  six  specimen  dace,  largest  13oz. ; 
Iliff,  roach;  Smith,  sen.,  perch  and  dace;  Clarke,  jack, 
41b.  2oz.,  and  several  nice  roach;  Hancock,  two  chub, 
largest  21b.  9oz.,  and  41b.  6oz.  of  nice  roach.  All  from 
West  Drayton.  On  Tuesday,  29th,  club  night,  Mr.  Young, 
sen.,  and  Mr.  Smith,  sen.,  gave  the  members  two  hours' 
lecture  cn  "  Fresh  Water  Fish,"  which  was  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  members. — H.  Dagworthy. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town.— On  Dec.  23 
Mr.  Ward,  some  nice  roach  (heaviest  111).  8Joz  ).  On  the 
30th,  Mr.  Jennings,  jack  (heaviest  91b.  15i}oz.)  ;  Mr. 
Halsell,  jack.— J.  H. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,Bishop's-road,  Cambridgo 
Heath.— On  Dec.  26  the  undermentioned  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  T.  Benney,  roach ;  P.  Loft,  roach ;  Pycroft, 
roach  ;  J.  Lee,  roach ;  H.  Hackett  also  had  a  nic9  show  of 
roach.  The  28th  being  quarterly  night,  we  had  a  large 
muster,  when  Mr.  Woodward  was  elected  chairman  ; 
delegates,  Messrs.  P.  Loft  and  Deverill.  On  Jan.  17  wo 
fish  at  Ware  for  six  prizes  ;  boundary  from  Ware  Bridge 
to  the  Engine  House  ;  start  fishing  10  a.m.,  cease  fishing 
4  p.m.  Stewards,  Messrs.  Argent  and  Young.  On  the 
24th  ult.  Mr.  G.  Woodward  had  a  nice  show  of  perch  from 
the  Lea  (heaviest  fish  lib.  3oz.).— R.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  Dec.  27  Messrs.  Baldry,  roach, 
largest  lib.  Ooz.  ;  A.  C.  Hoodless,  roach  ;  A.  E.  lloodless, 
roach  ;  Critcher,  jack;  Marshall,  roach.  We  open  the  New 
Year  with  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.l'.S.  On  Jan.  5 
Mr.  Holder  (Royal  George)  will  take  the  chair,  when  we 
hope  to  have  a  good  company  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  to 
swell  the  funds  of  that  deserving  society.— F.  Honour. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — On  Dec.  27 
Messrs.  Jones  and  Ileester  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of 
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roach.  Members  will  please  attend  next  meeting  niglit,  to 
arrange  to  fish  for  prizes.  Mr.  G.  Coopor  lias  given  us  a 
very  handsome  liqueur  stand  to  lish  for.  J  hop  •  members 
will  compote  fnr  the  above.— O.  Jones. 

Central  Visiting  List— The  next  return  visit  on 
this  list  will  he  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Anglinr  S  iciety, 
held  at  the  Duke  of  Kent,  Old  Kent-read,  S.E.,  on 
Monday  evening,  Jan.  18.— C.  Watling. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  Tho 
Clarence,  Winstanloy-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Our  eonoert  on  Dec.  23  was  a  great  succoss.  Among 
those  contributing  to  the  harmony  were  Mes3rs.  Bergeman, 
May,  I'egg,  Thorne,  &c.  Several  members  were  out 
during  the  holidays  ;  only  two  returned  with  fish— Messrs. 
Bowater,  roach;  and  A.  Painter,  bream,  1241b.,  largest 
iMi  81b.  Mr,  G.  II.  Shepherd  will  take  the  chair  on  our 
ooncert  night  (Jan.  12),  and  a  four-horse  brake  will  start 
from  the  Woolpaek  Tavern  at  8.:10  sharp.  Any  brother 
angler  wishes  to  accompany  him  will  be  heartily  welcomed. 
— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— Last  Tuesday  week  the 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  for  the  successful  competi- 
tors of  the  Chi istmas  outings,  and  a  very  jovial  evening 
was  spent,  as  far  as  time  would  permit.  Mr.  Linden  was 
a?ain  successful  in  carrying  off  the  first  prize  on  Dec.  27 
(the  only  ono  taken)  with  roach,  and  Mr.  Sandle  also 
weighed-in.— S.  Violet. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Mr.  Sorgo  had 
a  nice  show  of  dace ;  Mr.  Kobelt,  a  niee  show  of  roach ; 
Mr.  Ash,  roach ;  Mr.  Beanies,  roach  and  daco  ;  Mr.  Booth, 
roach  and  dace. — W.  Ash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-stroet,  Dalstou. — On  Des.  27  several  members  were 
out,  but  none  of  them  mtt  with  any  sport.  On  Tuesday, 
the  29th,  I  had  a  very  small  attendance,  when  it  was 
decided  that  the  general  meeting  should  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  the  12th,  instead  of  the  5th.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  by  eight  o'clock  on  Tuesday  next,  as 
•several  members  wish  to  go  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers. 
— S.  Malby. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern, 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Our  return  visit  is 
fixed  for  Monday,  Jan.  18.  On  Dec.  20  Mr.  D.  Ansel 
weighed-in  jack,  61b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Keen,  three  roach, 
lib.  64oz.,  lib.  5Joz.,  lib.  Joz. — E.  Heath. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  High-road, 
Tottenham. — Messrs.  Baynton  and  Reed  have  had  fair 
sport  with  the  jack  at  Broxbourne,  and  Mr.  CD.  Roberts 
four  very  nice  pike  from  some  private  water,  weighing 
71b.,  741h.,  Mb.,  and  llflb.  It  is  with  much  regret  that 
I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  one  of  our  oldest  mem- 
bers in  Mr.  T.  Lamb,  a  good  angler  and  a  good  friend,  one 
that  will  be  sincerely  missed  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
Committee  meeting  Tuesday  next,  9  o'clock. — J.  G. 
Dyef. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street. — During  the  holidays 
three  members  had  171b.  for  five  shows.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next,  to  arrange  outing  for 
Feb.  7,  for  two  prizes. — A.  Crow. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Mr.  D.  Flint  and  Mr.  Burton 
brought  in  some  good  elas3  roach  on  Dec.  27,  many  of 
them  over  lib.  R.  Murphy  had  some  good  roach  from 
Maldon. — R.  Mdrphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Dec.  27  the  fo'lowing 
weighed-in :  "Messrs.  T.  Sandiland,  loach,  51b.  7|oz. ;  J. 
Grande,  roach,  31b.  8oz.  ;  J.  Race,  roach,  21b.  7Joz.  On 
the  28th  Messrs.  F.  B"ate3  and  W.  Carr  weighed-in  roach 
and  dace  (two  largest  dace,  10|oz.  and  9|oz.). — G.  F. 
Weaver. 

Sons  of  Neptune  Angling  Society,  Bowling 
Green  House,  North  Quay,  Great  Yarmouth. — We  held 
our  last  match  of  the  season  on  Breydon  on  the  20th  ult. 
The  weather  was  very  cold,  but,  notwithstanding,  thirty 
competitors  turned  up.  Sport  was  very  poor.  The 
thirteen  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  G.  H.  Taylor,  E. 
Holmes,  A.  de  Maile,  G.  Thompson,  R.  Greenacre,  T. 
Coe,  F.  Plummer,  W.  PhiQips,  E.  Buckle,  D.  King,  B. 
Warnes,  F.  Atkins,  and  S.  Layton.  Mr.  R.  Bammant 
carried  out  the  duties  of  umpire.  After  the  match  Mr. 
(i.  .Sherman  photographed  a  group  of  between  fifty  and 
sixty  members  of  the  society. — E.  Buckle. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Old  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road. — On  Dec.  27  our 
members  were  out,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
N.  Hall,  roach  ;  C.  Smith,  roach  ;  and  H.  Da  Costa,  perch. 
Will  members  kindly  attend  next  Wednesday,  so  as  to  start 
business  for  the  New  Year  ? — H.  Bagshaw. 

Hozton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E. — On  Dec.  27  Messrs. 
H.  Bailey  had  roach  and  bream  j  J.  Huntley,  roach,  the 
two  December  monthly  prizes  being  won  by  J.  Huntley 
(proprietor's  £1)  and  H.  Bailey  (society's  10s.).  We 
lish  for  five  special  prizes  on  Jan.  3  at  Ware;  absentees 
please  note. — Joitnny. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho. — On  Dec.  27  Mr.  Pope 
weighed-in.a  splendid  show  of  roach,  weighing  191b.  9|oz. 
Mr.  Steptoe  also  weighed-in  roach.  The  next  concert  of 
the  series  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  takes  place  at  the 
Camden  Angling  Society  on  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  5,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  grand  muster.  Our  old  friend,  Mr.  H. 
Holder,  of  the  Royal  George  Angling  Society,  presides  on 
this  occasion. — Step. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  Ye  Olde  Burton, 
Freeman's-court,  Cheapside,  E.G.— The  usual  monthly 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Jan.  0,  at  5.30  p.m.,  at  head- 
quarters. Since  my  last  report  Messrs.  Boatwright  and 
Seyfang  have  reported  takes  of  roach  and  jack  from  the 


Thames,  and  roach  from  the  society's  private  waters  re- 
spect ively.—F.  C.  H.  Seyfang. 
Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 

ton  Arms,  Oanonbury-road.  —  The  following  weighed-in 
on  Dec.  27  :  Messrs.  J.  H.  Herbert,  roach  ;  Blackman, 
101b.  13oz.  of  roach  ;  Burwash,  dace  ;  Wilks,  dace  ;  and 
Boys,  dace.  Will  members  please  attend  on  Tuesday 
next,  as  we  have  some  very  important  business  to  transact  ? 
— J.  11.11  ERBERT, 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 

Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — There  are  four 
special  prizes  to  be  competed  for  on  Jan.  10,  competitors 
being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private 
waters  barred).  There  are  also  three  ditto  to  be  fished 
for  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  13 ;  same  conditions.  The 
remainder  of  the  Christmas  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on 
Jan.  3rd  and  "6th ;  same  conditions  as  above  special 
prizes.  Mr.  T.  Harris  weighed-in  perch  on  Dec.  30. — 
H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — We  fished  an 
open  competition  on  Dec.  27,  when  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  G.  Edwards,  dace  and  gudgeon ;  W.  Sibthorp,  roach 
and  dace — first  and  second  prize.  We  hold  a  concert  on 
Saturday,  Jan.  9  ;  anglers  and  friends  cordially  invited. — 
G.  Edwards. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  S  wake- 
ley  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W— On  Dec.  27  Mr.  C.  J. 
Carter  weighed-in  131b.  12oz.  of  roach,  dice,  and  breim 
from  Twickenham. — A.  B.  M. 

Malby  Testimonial.  —  Gentleman  holding  sub- 
scription lists  will  greatly  oblige  by  returning  them,  as 
the  committee  desire  to  close  the  above  as  soon  as  possible. 
— C.  A.  P. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon. — At  our  annual  Boxing  Day 
competition  fifteen  competitors  tm-ned  up.  Mr.  S.  Vince 
secured  first  prize ;  Mr.  T.  Springett,  second ;  Mr.  E. 
Springett,  third  ;  Mr.  H.  Hutchinson, fourth.  Altogether 
fifteen  prizes  were  distributed  to  those  who  took  part  in 
the  competition  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  A.  Appleton,  during 
the  evening,  and.  a  good  smoking  concert  followed.  We 
were  patronised  by  several  anglers  from  various  London 
angling  clubs.  We  fish  for  our  remaining  sixteen  prizes  on 
Saturday  next,  at  two  o'clock,  and  those  prizes  not  taken 
will  be  dispoiel  of  by  the  committee.  Mr.  S.  Yiuce 
caught  five  roach,  weighing  5flb.,  on  Saturday  last;  and 
the  next  day  Mr.  G.  Chamberlain  took  some  very  good 
roach. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N. — We  had  a  good 
attendance  on  Tuesday  last.  Several  members  have  been 
out  during  the  holidays.  A  special  general  meeting  will 
be  held  at  mm  o'clock  sharp  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  5,  for 
usual  half  yearly  business  and  election  of  officers.  Every 
member  should  attend  and  clear  the  books. — H. 
Stockdale. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — The  next  return  visit  on  the  C.D.V. 
List  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  19,  at  the  above,  when 
I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  clubs.  During  the 
holidays  most  of  the  members  were  out,  but  their  takes  of 
fish  were  small.  Mr.  Pink  was  elected  a  member  at  our 
last  meeting. — H.  Stretch. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tott3nham. — Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  Dec.  27, 
when  the  following  had  fish:  Messrs.  Yyle,  roach;  Dew, 
roach;  Reity,  jack  ;  Rosevear,  roach ;  and  Hopton,  roach. 
Also  on  the  28th,  Messrs.  Rosevear  and  Hopton  had  a  niee 
show  of  roach.  The  quarterly  general  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  5,  when  all  members  are 
requested  to  attend. — W.  S. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Dec.  27  Messrs.  Bouffler  and  Tayler 
weighed-in  _  roach,  perch,  and  jack.  The  meeting'  on 
quarterly  night  was  a,  frost. — U.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — We  had  some  nice 
shows  of  roach  on  Dec.  28  by  the  following:  Messrs. 
Wheeler,  Clist,  Robbins,  and  Haynes.  I  wish  to  remind 
members  that  next  Monday,  Jan.  4,  being  quarterly  night, 
I  hope  members  will  show  up ;  and  also,  that  we  fish  for 
prizes  at  Bourne  End,  on  Jan.  10  ;  first  train  on  the 
morning. — F.  Wheeler. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  The  Rose  and 
Crown,  Lisson-street,  Marylebone,  N.W.— Several  of  our 
members  were  out  on  Dec.  27,  but  did  not  get  many  fish. 
One  nice  little  jack  and  a  few  nice  roach  from  the  Thames 
was  all  we  had,  but  the  sample  was  very  good. — A.  E. 
Payne. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  Dec.  27  Mr.  Webber 
showed  some  very  nice  roach  from  the  Thames.  The  next 
concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  takes  place  at  the  Camden, 
on  Tuesday,  Jan.  5,  when  I  hope  to  see  many  members  of 
the  above  present  to  help  a  good  cause.— J.  Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E. — Several  of  our  members  went  out 
on  Dec.  26  and  27,  viz.,  Messrs.  Barclay,  Shanhoun, 
Salmon,  Evans,  and  North,  and  caught  between  them 
301b.  of  roach,  varying  from  gib.  to  lib.  94oz.  On  Dec.  21 
we  held  our  return  visit,  which  was  very  pleasantly 
spent,  the  harmony  being  all  that  could  be  desired.  I 
wish  to  thank  the  local  clubs  for  their  kind  support  on 
that  occasion. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New- 
street,  Kenmngton.— Only  one  of  our  members  was  out 
at  all  during  the  holidays,  H.  Allan,  who  had  roach,  &c, 
from  the  Thames.  Will  all  members  please  note  next 
Wednesday  night,  Jan.  6,  is  quarterly  night,  and  also  a 
general  meeting  to  arrange  for  another  prize  outing.— 11. 
Allan. 


Sharp   Waltonians   Angling   Society,  Rising 

Sun,  Rockingham -street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. — 
On  Wednesday,  Dec.  23,  our  members  met  for  a  convivial 
evening,  our  club-ioom  being  prettily  decorated  with  fairy 
lamps,  &c,  for  the  occasion.  After  justice  had  been  done 
to  an  excellent  supper,  the  tables  were  cleared  and  the 
usual  toasts  were  drank,  harmony  then  prevailing ;  Mr. 
Hatton  being  chairman ;  vice,  Mr.  G.  Francis.  Towards 
the  close  the  winners  of  our  Christmas  prizes  were 
announced,  and  a  collection  for  the  T.A.P.S.  was  well 
responded  to ;  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  our  host,  Mr.  G. 
Slurp,  carried  with  musical  honours,  closing  a  splendid 
evening.— A.  C.  Francis. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Rotherhithe 
New-road. — The  outing  for  Christmas  prizes  took  place 
on  Dec.  27,  at  Hampton  Court,  and  nearly  everyone 
obtained  fish.  The  prizes  were  presented  on  Wednesday 
evening  last :  Mr.  H.  Moore,  first ;  Mr.  P.  Allum,  second  ; 
J.  H.  Davis,  third.  In  all,  seventeen  prizes.  The  outing 
for  January  will  be  to  Selham,  on  Jan.  3.  Mr.  Fawcett 
weighed-in  on  Monday  evening,  28th,  121b.  of  roach  from 
the  Surrey  Commercial  Docks. -"-A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Dec.  27  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Woodford,  roach ;  Chamberlain,  roach ;  Ehren, 
roach.  Others  went  out,  but  arrived  too  late  to  weigh-in. 
— W.  Woodford. 

United  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford. — Several  members  of  the  above  have 
been  out  during  the  holidays:  Messrs.  W.  Windred,  a  tine 
tike  of  roach  and  chub;  G.  Marsh,  pike  and  roach;  J. 
Payne,  roach  and  perch  ;  C.  Wilderspin,  roach.  Other 
members  were  out,  but  returned  with  blanks. — H .  Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  last  report  the  following  weighed-in  : 
On  the  20th  ult.,  Messrs.  Clegg,  roach  and  dace;  Betts, 
roach.  On  the  27th,  Messrs.  A.  Pain,  reach  and  dace  (a 
fine  show) ;  Allan,  roach ;  Clegg,  roach ;  H.  Pain,  roach  and 
dace.  I  wish  to  return  my  sincere  thanks  to  those  gentlemen 
who  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  Dec.  22,  from  the 
Independent  Brothers  and  the  Albert  Piscatorials.  I  hope 
to  see  a  good  muster  on  next  Tuesday. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
last  there  was  a  goodly  attendance.  We  received  three 
diplomas  for  our  members  who  were  prize  winners  iu  the 
Windsor  ccmpetition,  for  which  we  beg  to  thank  Mr. 
Abrahams.  On  Dec.  21st  and  28th  Mr.  C.  Wake 
weighed-in  roach.  Next  Wednesday  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  we  have  some  important  business  to  discuss. 
— F.  E.  IIaydon. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  S.E. — Our  competition,  which  was  post- 
poned from  Dec.  27,  takes  place  Jan.  3,  a  rover  being 
again  agreed  upon. — G.  F.  Montgomery. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  Dec.  23  we 
had  a  well  attended  ''  smoker."  Mr.  H.  Wigg,  as  chair- 
man, presented  the  Christmas  prizes  to  the  winners  as 
follows :  Mr.  J.  Stevens,  half  ton  coals ;  Mr.  Beaumont, 
turkey  ;  Coomber,  box  of  cigars ;  Mr.  Maxwell,  181b.  beef  ; 
Mr.  Hoad,  pair  of  fowls ;  Messrs.  T.  Marshall,  Busby, 
Fori,  J.  Marshall,  Handy,  Howell,  Skelsey,  and  Odarc 
each  a  bottle  of  spirits.  Among  the  lish  captured  were 
roach,  lib.  S^oz.  and  lib.  ljoz. ;  perch,  largest  lk>z. ; 
jack,  41b.  9oz.  Several  capital  songs  were  sung,  and  a 
very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — H.  W. 

Walton  and  Cotton  AnglingAssociation,  Crown 
and  Woolpaek,  162,  St.  John-street  Road,  N. — Since  my 
List  report  several  of  our  members  have  been  out,  taking 
some  goad  fish,  notably,  one  jack,  81b.  12oz. ;  one  perch, 
lib.  12oz. — M.  Cuddon. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
On  Dec.  26  and  27  we  held  our  Christmas  outings,  the 
result  being  a  very  nice  show  of  roach  and  daoe  on  the 
trays  last  Sunday  evening.  The  winner  of  the  first  prize 
turned  up  in  Mr.  J .  H.  Kisdon  with  a  good  basket  from 
the  Thames.  Messrs.  A.  Piolaine  and  J .  Brunker  being 
second  and  third  respectively. — W.  Wray. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — Since  my  last 
report  the  following  weighed-iu  fish  :  Mr.  T.  Lindsell,.  a 
jack,  81b.  44oz.  ;  Mr.-F.  Homer,  a  jack,  21b.  IJoz. ;  Mr.  (i. 
Pearce,  71b.  9^oz.  of  roach,  three  fish  over  lib.  each;  Mr. 
Hunt,  31b.  lOJoz.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  C.  Maxted,  lib.  llgoz.  of 
roach.  Mr.  .1.  Newton  and  Mr.  F.  Homer  also  weighel-in 
roach. — R .  Lowther. 


ILLEGAL  TRAWLING  IN  THE  ORWELL. 

Before  the  Ipswich  Borough  Magistrates  reeently, 
proceedings  were  instituted  by  the  Board  of  Conservators 
of  the  Stour  Fishery  District  against  John  William  Jolly, 
oyster  merchant,  Soane-street,  Ipswich;  John  Maekrill, 
fisherman,  of  the  Jolin  and  Sarah  fishing  yawl,  Ipswich  ; 
and  Charles  Howlett,  fisherman,  347,  Wherstead-road,  for 
.trawling  in  the  Orwell  contrary  to  tho  bye-laws  of  the 
Conservators  of  the  Stour  (Essex  and  Suffolk.)  Fishing 
District.  Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold  prosecuted,  and  stated  that 
the  offence  was  committed  in  contravention  of  the  bjo- 
laws  passed  by  the  conservators  under  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Regulation  Act  of  1888.  He  was  sorry  to  say  that  I\l  i\ 
Jolly  had  committed  tho  offence  after  having  been  a  water 
bailiff  for  the  board,  and  whose  bye-laws  he  was  in 
possession  of.  Tho  charge  against  Mackrill  was  first  pro- 
ceeded with.  Mr.  Cobbold,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Cons9rvators  of  the  Stour  Fishery  District,  and 
honorary  clerk  to  the  board,  produced  the  bye-laws,  whioh 
prescribed  that  no  trawling  was  allowed  in  the  (iiwell 
above  certain  marks  iu  the  river  in  tho  noighbourh'  6d  of 
Levington  Creek.    On  Dec.  U  he  went  down  the  Orwell, 
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accompanied  by  the  water  bailiff  of  the  board,  when  he 
saw  defendant  trawling.  He  was  300yds.  or  400yds.  above 
the  limits.  He  had  apparently  caught  a  large  number  of 
small  fish,  for  he  noticed  thhty  or  forty  hanging  on  the 
rigging.  He  pointed  out  to  defendant  the  marks  on  either 
side  of  the  river  forbidding  trawling  above  a  certain 
point,  but  defendant  said  he  did  not  know  why  they  were 
placed,  there.  Alfred  Buirows,  the  water  bailiff,  who 
accompanied  Mr.  Cobbold,  gave  corroborative  evidence. 
He  said  there  were  two  boards  on  either  side  of  the  river 
opposite  Levington  Creek,  stating  that  no  trawling  was 
allowed  in  the  river  above  these  marks.  Defendant, 
who  pleaded  not  guilty,  said  he  had  not  the  slightest 
intention  of  committing  an  offence.  He  was  unaware  of 
the  substance  of  such  bye-laws.  Mr.  Jolly's  was  the  next 
case  taken,  and  Mr.  Cobbold  stated  that  in  April  defen- 
dant was  appointed  a  paid  water  bailiff  by  the  Board,  and 
received  £10  for  his  services.  He  was  also  supplied  at  the 
time  with  -a  copy  of  the  bye-laws.  Mr.  Herbert  J.  W. 
Jervis,  of  Freston,  one  of  the  Conservators  of  the  Board 
appointed  by  the  Ipswich  Town  Council,  said  on  coming 
up  the  river  on  Dec.  10  he  noticed  eleven  boats  trawling 
above  Buttcrman's  Bay,  and  amongst  that  number  was  a 
smack  of  which  Mr.  Jolly  had  charge.  John  Mackrill,  called 
as  a  witness  for  the  prosecution,  deposed  to  trawling  in  the 
river  on  Dec.  10  with  Mr.  Jolly  in  Butterman's  Bay.  Mr. 
Jolly,  who  produced  a  set  of  old  bye-laws,  said  he  was  under 
the  impression  that  anyone  could  trawl  in  the  river  for  sea 
fish  except  during  the  close  time,  which  was  then  stated 
to  be  from  May  15  to  Aug.  15.  During  the  last  year  twenty 
to  thirty  shrimping  boats  had  been  trawling  in  the  river 
above  the  limits  as  prescribed  by  the  bye-laws.  He  con- 
sidered the  prosecutions  were  quite  unnecessary.  Regard- 
ing the  case  of  Charles  Howlett,  fisherman,  347, 
Wherstead-road ,  who  was  next  charged,  Alfred  Burrows 
stated  that  he  was  crossing  the  river  above  Pin  Mill  at 
10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  Dec.  15,  when  he  saw  the 
defendant  trawling.  Defendant  admitted  to  witness 
that  he  heard  trawling  was  prohibited  above  Levington 
Creek,  but  for  two  years  nothing  had  been  done  in  the 
matter.  Howlett,  in  defence,  said  that  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year,  when  Mr.  Jolly  was  water  bailiff,  he  informed 
him  (defendant)  and  a  number  of  fishermen  that  trawling 
could  be  carried  on  at  anytime  during  the  year  except 
between  May  15  and  Aug.  15.  He  possessed  a  copy  of  the 
old  bye-laws  stat'ng  that  fact,  and  he  had  seen  no  others. 
He  remarked  that  it  was  not  till  yesterday  he  heard  that 
Mr.  Jolly  had  relinquished  the  post  of  bailiff.  The 
shrimpers  from  Harwich  and  Grimsby  had  taken  the  fish 
from  the  Orwell,  to  which  they  looked  for  a  living 
during  the  winter  months.  In  consequence  of  their 
persistent  dragging  of  the  river  bed,  there  were  now 
very  few  small  fish  in  the  river  at  all.  The  Mayor, 
after  a  private  consultation  with  the  other  magistiates, 
said  they  considered  the  new  bye-laws  had  not  been 
sufficiently  published  to  convict  Howlett  and  Mackrill. 
There  was  no  question  that  the  new  bye-laws  were  brought 
under  the  notice  of  Mr.  Jolly.  It  was  a  serious  matter 
that  the  fishing  in  the  river  shonli  have  been  injured  in 
the  way  it  had  been  proved.  Mr.  Jolly  would  be  fined 
50s.  with  12s.  C03ts,  or  fourteen  days'.  Mr.  Cobbold 
incidentally  remarked  that  foity-two  fish  taken  from  the 
river,  and  weighed  by  Capt.  Pretyman,  only  turned  the 
scale  at  lib.  10oz.,  and  that  showed  the  manner  in  which 
the  fish  were  being  destroyed.  The  Mayor  expressed  the 
hope  that  every  opportunity  would  be  taken  to  acquaint 
fishermen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  penalties  they 
incurred  in  trawling  beyond  the  limits. 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 
A  motion  was  brought  before  the  above  county  council 
on  Friday,  the  18th  ult. ,  by  one  of  its  conservator  members, 
with  the  object  of  devising  meins  by  which  counties,  so 
placed  upon  salmon  rivers  like  Montgomeryshire,  may 
combine  together  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  can 
be' done  towards  procuring  a  fair  proportion  of  the  fish 
bred  in  their  waters,  as  the  efforts  of  the  representatives 
upon  the  fishery  board  in  this  direction  seem  to  be  of  no 
avail.  From  the  correspondence  passing  through  your 
columns  continually,  it  is  very  evident  that  nearly  all 
districts  situate  upon  the  upper  and  middle  reaches  of 
salmon  rivers  are  in  the  same  predicament,  their  waters 
are  nothing  more  than  the  breeding  grounds  from  which 
the  lower  fishermen  obtain  their  fortunes.  The  riparian 
owners,  fishermen,  and  sportsmen  upon  the  upper  and 
middle  reaches  of  such  rivers  naturally  feel  that  they  Bhould 
like  a  taste  of  those  noble  fish  occasionally  ;  but  until  some 
change  is  effected  their  longings  will  coatinue  to  be  to  no 
purpose.  The  conservators  of  the  county  are  nominated 
as  a  committee  to  bring  this  matter  into  ship-shape  by  the 
next  quarterly  meeting  of  the  council,  when  something 
definite  will  be  decided  upon.  J.  M. 


Truss  is  Natural  History  up-to-date:  Once,  when 
travelling  on  the  Great ''Western  Railway,  says  the 
Yorkshire  Weekly  Poxt,  I  overheard  the  following  conver- 
sation between  two  gentlemen — First  well-informed  gent : 
"  Seen  this  in  the  papers  about  badgere  being  caught  in 
Essex?"  Second  Ditto:  "No.  How  interesting!" 
First:  "Yas.  Very  curious,  isn't  it  ?  "  Second:  "  By- 
t,  the-way,  what is  a  badger  like  ?  "  First:  "Oh,  er— a 
badger  is  an  animal  that  lives  in  the  water,  something  like 
, a  seal."'  Second:  "No!  No!  That's  an  otter.  1  know 
what  an  otter  is,  a  badger  is  more  like  a  ferretor  weazel." 
First :  "  Yes,  I  believe  you're  right,  but  I  fancy  it's  larger 
than  that."  Second:  "How  big  would  you  say?" 
First :  "  Oh,  I  don't  know  exactly,  but  nearly  as  big  as  a 
hare."  Second  :  "  Oh,  of  course  !  They  used  to  bait 
badgers  with  dogs  ;  they  must  be  larger  than  a  ferret," 


FLYFISHERS'  CLU11 


Me.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox,  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  Field,  &c,  will  preside  at  the  annual  dinner 
of  the  Elyfishers'  Club,  in  the  Crand  Hall  of  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  3.  Mr.  Cox  is 
an  enthusiastic  angler,  and  an  expert  dry  fly 
fisherman.  Sportsmen  are  indebted  to  him  for 
two  books  of  great  practical  value,  "  Facts  and 
Useful  Hints  relating  to  Shooting  and  Fishing," 
which  forms  the  first  volume  of  the  "Field 
Library,"  and  the  "  Angler's  Diary,"  now  in  its 
30th  year  of  issue. 


Angling  ^iixtmez. 

January  3.   

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 

Izaak  Walton:  Lapsed  Christmas  prizes. 

South  Bermondsey  :  Match  at  Selhani. 
January  5. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 

Camden:  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

Royal  George  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
January  6. 

British    Sea   Anglers'    Society:     Monthly  meeting. 

Reading  by  Mr.  W.  Senior  at  Cannon-street  Hotel. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Lapsed  Christmas  piizes. 
Piscatorial  Sojiety  :  Inaugural  supper  (opening  of  the 

new  rooms). 
January  9. 
Jolly  Butchers  :  Concert. 


Jan. 


10. — Cambridge  Friendly  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
10. — Prince  of  Wales  :  Match  at  Bourne  End. 

10.  — West  Newingtoa  :  Compstition. 

11.  — Kingston  Piscatorial? :  Heading  by  Mr.  Jardine. 

12.  — Clapbam  Junction  :  Visit. 

13.  — Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outiEg. 

17.  — Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

18.  — Archor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

18.  — Dibdin  :  Visit. 

19.  — North  London  :  Visit. 

27. — Serapis  :  Inaugural  supper. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  water,  which  all 
through  the  holidays  has  been  very  unsettled,  is  now 
getting  into  splendid  condition  again,  and  if  no  rapid 
change  of  weather  takes  place,  will  be  in  grand  condition 
for  the  3rd  inst, — W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

CLUBS. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling'  Society,  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E. — The  next  return 
visit  on  the  Central  Association  List  will  be  to  the  above 
Eociety,  o:i  Monday,  Jan.  18,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
attendance.  On  Weduesday  evening  the  prizes  won 
during  the  previous  quarter  were  distributed,  the  prize 
winners  being  :  Messrs.  H.  Palmer,  sen.,  H.  Fainter,  jun., 
J.  Robins,  H.  Quodling.  Mr.  W.  Fowler  was  re-elected 
chairman  for  the  next  quarter.  A  new  honorary  member 
was  elected,  and  another  proposed.  The  rest  of  the 
evening  was  given  up  to  harmony. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — A  smoking  concert  in 
aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent 
Home  Fund  will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on 
Tuesday,  Jan.  5  ;  chair  taken  at  8.30  sharp  by  Mr.  W. 
Parken  of  the  Great  Northern  Brothers.  Ladies  cordially 
invited.  The  favour  of  the  company  of  brotber  anglers 
on  this  occasion  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — Alf.  Conn. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain's 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W. — The  following  were  out  on 
Dec.  27,  and  had  roach  and  dace  from  the  Thames,  viz., 
Messrs.  Scutt,  Carter,  Welham,  and  Sutton.  On  Dec.  30 
Mr.  Hutchins  had  roach  from  Henley.  An  outing  will 
take  place  at  Henley  on  Jan.  10  ;  full  particulars  next 
week. — W.  Sutton. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
Dec.  27  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  G.  Percival, 
E.  Baxter,  T.  Twyman,  J.  Barnfather,  J.  Reddel.  I  wish 
to  remind  members  that  next  Tuesday  is  quarterly  night. 
— T.  Twyman. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  High-street, Marylebone. — On  Dec.  27 
Mr.  H.  Dutton  weighed-in  81b.  loz.  roach.  Mr.  A.  Hill 
also  had  roach.  On  Dec.  31  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris,  roach. — 
H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — During  the  holidays  several 
of  our_  members  ha\e  been  out,  but  with  generally 
disappointing  results.  Messrs.  Creek  had  a  few  good 
roach  from  Maldon,  and  Mr.  Cackett  weighed-in  roach 
from  Bures.— Scribk. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Ro3e  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road. — The  following  members  weighed-in 
on  Dec.  27:  Mr.  Vanhegan,  171b.  4oz.  roach,  and  8Joz. 
bream;  Mr.  Hill,  151b.  14^oz.  roach.  Other  m;mbers 
were  too  late. — 11.  'Smith. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prku  e  Arthur,  Golbourne- 
road. — On  Dec.  27  we  had  a  nice  show  of  Thames  roach 
we:ghed-in  by  Messrs.  Benco  and  Gilder,  the  former 
having  241b.,  and  the  latter  181b.  Will  members  please 
show  up  on  Wodnesda  y  next,  quarter  night,  for  the  election 
of  officers,  &c,  for  the  ensuing  quarter  ? — A.  IitE, 


North  Lambeth  Angling   Society,  Newcastle 

Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth. — On  Dec.  20  the  membtrs 
fished  for  the  Christmas  prizes,  the  following  being 
successful  :  E.  Bowles,  first;  E.  G.  Roe,  second  ;  G.  Earl, 
thiid.  Mr.  Morris  took  the  honorary  members'  prize. 
On  Dec  27  Mr.  W.  Killick  weighed-in  for  the  remaining 
prizes,  and  was  successful  in  securing  the  first  prize  with 
pike.  Two  extra  prizes  are  offered  during  January ;  gross 
weight  of  dace ;  heaviest  pike. — E.  G.  Roe. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  Dec.  29  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Taylor,  dace,  one  specimen  ;  Brett,  roach  ; 
Winsby,  sen. ,  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Coates,  roach  and  dace. 
Tuesday  next  bsing  quarterly  night,  will  members  please 
attend  to  transact  business. — Geo.  Keene. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Ha-t  Hotel, 
Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Dec.  30  this  society  held  their 
final  meeting  for  the  year  at  their  headquarters.  Many 
membars  were  present,  and  good  fellowship,  with  the 
kindest  wishes  for  individual  prosperity,  and  success  to 
the  Serapis  Club,  were  heartily  reciprocated,  with  a 
"special  toast"  wishing  great  success  to  their  excellent 
landlord,  Mr.  Tinfield.  It  was  arranged  that  on  the  night 
of  Wednesday,  Jan.  27,  there  should  be  a  supper.  Menu  : 
Legs  of  mutt  n  (roast  and  boiled),  with  the  usual 
"  trimmings."  supplemented  with  tripe  and  orrion  sauce,  a 
supper  "  fit  f  ^r  anglers,  or  any  other  honest  men."  As 
we  expect  to  see  our  capacious  club-room  crammed,  it  is 
necessary  that  members  of  other  societies,  to  whom  we 
extend  a  hearty  welcome,  should  apply  immediately  for 
tickets  to  sec-etiry — C.  Tilbury. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Glapham 
Junc'ion  A.S.,  held  at  the  Clarence,  Win-stanley-road, 
Clapham  Junction,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  inst.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  vice-president  of  the  list,  will  take  the  chair, 
and  has  kindly  placed  a  four-horse  brake,  free  of 
charge,  tat  the  convenience  of  anglers  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Bermondsey,  to  leave  the  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street,  at  8.15  shaip,  and  I  sincerely  trust 
Mr.  Shepherd  and  the  Clapham  Junction  will  be  well 
supported  oir  that  evening. — Alf.  Conn. 


The  forthcoming  Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at 
the  Imperial  Institute  promises  to  be  both  attractive  and 
useful.  The  Fishing  Industry  has  not  been  brought  promi- 
nently before  the  Public  since  the  Exhibition  of  1883,  and 
the  changes  and  improvements  that  have  taken  place,  in 
connection  with  Si  a  Fishing  especially,  are  of  much  impor- 
tance, while  the  number  of  men  employed  and  the  vast 
capi'al  embarked  in  this  industry  render  it  one  of  great 
national  importance.  Representative  exhibits  from  all  the 
principal  Sea  Fishing  districts  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  con- 
tributed to  the  Exhibition,  as  well  as  trading  exhibits. 
Practical  demonstrations  will  probably  be  given  of  certain 
trades  and  handicrafts  connected  with  the  industry.  In 
regard  to  the  Yachting  Section  it  is  horel  to  show  a 
chronological  series  of  Models,  drawings  of  Yachts  tanging 
float  1837  to  1897  and  demonstrating  the  changes  and 
improvements  during  Her  Majesty's  reign. 


Anyone  possessing  and  willing  to  lend  Cups,  Trophies, 
Relics,  Oil  Paintings,  Water  Colour  Drawings.  Curiosities, 
or  any  objects  of  historical  interests  allied  to  Yachting,  is 
particularly  requested  to  communicate  with  Sir  A. 
Jephson,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Imperial  Institute. 
The  Loans  will  be  insured,  and  returned,  free  of  charge,  at 
the  end  of  the  Exhibition.  The  display  of  prize  Cups 
will,  it  is  thought,  be  quite  unique.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  Colonies  will  be  represented  both  in  Fishing  and 
Yachting.  The  Exhibition  will  also  include  Sections 
dealing  with  Lighthouses  and  Coast  Illumination,  and 
with  Life  Saving  Appliances.  Valuables  assistance  in.' 
the  organisation  of  the  Exhibition  is  being  afforded  by  a 
Committee  of  Advice,  of  which  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  York 
i?  Chairman,  and  which  include i  the  most  prominent 
t  epresentatives  of  Yachting  and  of  the  Fishing  industries, 
besides  Authorities  oa  the  subjects  of  Coast  illdminafiKjn 
and  Life  Saving  Appliances.  It  is  prolable  that  the 
Exhibition  will  bo  officially  opened  bv  Their  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  on  Mondav, 
May  17,  1897. 

TnE  Great  Eastern  Bailway  authorities  have  issued  the 
following  notice  :  "  In  consequence  of  the  re-construction 
of  the  bridge  over  the  River  Lea,  near  Tottenham,  (lie 
line  between  Lea  Bridgo  and  Tottenham  North  Junction 
will  be  closed  for  traffic  on  Sunday,  Jan.  3,  1897,  until 
about  4  30  p.tn."  The  arrangements  made  to  convey 
passengers  are  too  voluminous  for  insertion,  and  anglers 
going  out  on  that  date  will  do  well  hi  make  inquiry  before 
starting. 



W.  Birt,  Esq.,  general  manager  of  the  Great  Eastern 
Railway,  has  received  the  honour  of  knighthood. 


Mr.  E.  Collinson,  hon.  sec.  of  the  St.  Ives  and 
District  A. S.,  writes:  "It  is  with  extreme  regret  that  I 
have  to  impart  the  sad  news  of  the  death  of  a  genuine 
angler  of  fifty  years'  standing,  and  also  a  dear  friend,  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Kitsell,  of  24,  St.  Stophen's- 
avonuo,  Shepherd's  Bush,  and  a  member  and  committee- 
man of  the  St.  Ives  and  District  A.S.  H's  well  known 
figure  and  genial  disposition  had  endeared  him  to  all  with 
whom  became  in  contact,  and  the  fishing  community  in  St. 
J  ves  have  lost,  at  least,  a  Nestor  indeed  ;  and,  although  wo 
herein  St,  Ives  have  only  his  memory  to  cherish,  I  can  con. 
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fidontly  assort  that  it  will  bo  kept,  green  in  tho  hearts  of 
every  pne  who  hud  Hie  pleasure  of  knowing  hiin  ;  in  fact 
to  sum  up  in  a  word,  ho  was  a  man,  and  I  may  say  that  CO 
live  in  liearts  wo  leave  boliind  (and  he  will)  is  not  to 
die.  He  had  only  returned  from  Deal  on  Satuuliy  week, 
in  good  health,  but  on  Thursday  last  was  taken  suddenly 
ill,  and  lay  unconscious  until  Saturday,  Doc.  20,  when 
death  took  him  from  amongst  us,  and  we  have  this  day 
laid  his  remains  to  rest  in  tho  Hammersmith  Cemetery." 
[I  have  since  seen  Mr.  Collinson,  who  was  present  at  the 
funeral — sont  specially  to  represent  his  ssciety.] 



Friday,  dan.  1,  1 8U~.    New  books,  new  resolves,  new 

lamps  for  old          No ;  but  it  has  come  so  sudden  like. 

I  hoar  that  tho, final  committee  meeting  in  connection  with 
the  winding-up  of  tho  Wimbledon  Tournament  that  took 
place  in  May  of  last  year,  u  ill  be  held  on  Friday  evening 
next,  Jan.  8,  at  the  Coffee  I'ot  Tavern,  Warwick-lane, 
St.  Paul's;  at  8.15  I  have  no  doubt  whatever  that  out- 
good  friend,  Prank  Goodwin,  will  present  as  good  a 
balance  as  possible  "  in  the  interests  of  angling." 


"  Tempo  "  (of  Reynolds's  Neiospaper),  well  known  to 
anglers  as  the  author  of  "  The  Lower  and  Mid  Thames  ; 
and  How  to  Fish"  It  (price  one  shilling — a  few  copies  still 
to  be  had),  the  secretary  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society,  has  been  presented  by  his  wife  with  a  charming 
little  daughter  as  her  contribution  to  the  Re-stocking 
Fund.    I  congratulate  you,  Freddy. 


The  Piscatorial  Society  assembled  for  the  last  time  in 
181)6  in  the  old  piscatorial  salon,  Mr.  Reginald  Booker  in 
the  chair.  Two  excellent  shows  of  fish  were  on  the  table, 
caught  at  Pangbourne  and  Twickenham  by  Messrs.  Evans 
and  Bradford  respectively.  The  annual  punch-bowl  was 
sent  round  and  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  society 
was  drank  with  due  honours. 


The  new  room,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  by  the  popular  manager  (himself  a  "  Piscatorial  ") 
of  the  Holborn  .Restaurant,  will  be  formally  "handed 
over  "  to  members  and  friends,  on  Wednesday  evening- 
next,  Jan.  (i.  The  event  will  be  celebrated  by  a  supper. 
From  what  I  know  of  the  entertainment  committee  a 
pleisan1;  evening  is  in  store. 


'  Ma.  W.  Senior  (-'Red  Spinner"  of  the  Field)  will, 
on  the  same  evening — Wednesday,  Jan.  0— deliver  a 
lecture  entitled,  "  The  Literature  of  Sea  Angling,"  before 
tho  members  and  friends  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel.  Both  events  are 
fixed  for  8.15  of  the  clock,  which  is  a  pity,  for  no  man  can 
■esrve  two  masters.  My  first  course  on  Wednesday  evening 
will  be  "Literature,  &c.,"  at  Cannon-street,  and  follow 
on  with  soup  at  the  new  wing  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 


Dr.  Jack  has  been,  and  is  having  some  good  sport  at 
Deal.  He  asks  me  to  share  his  boat  for  a  day  or  two,  and 
I  am  getting  my  sea  legs  ready.  He  throws  "from  the 
reel,"_and  cautions  me— if  I  have  a  watch  and  chain — to 
cover  it  up.  While  "  throwing  "  from  the  pier  recently,  a 
gentleman  inadvertently  got  his  watch  chain  entangled 
with  his  line,  and  the  watch  (a  presentation  one), 
worth  sixty  guineas,  is  now  food  for  the  divers. 
I  hope  I  shall  have  the  same  luck  as  a  raw  recruit 
a  few  days  since,  who,  while  fishing  from  the  pier 
hooked  a  21b.  lobster.  It  was,  I  am  told,  the  caudal 
species  (whatever  that  may  mean) — had  plenty  of  barnacles 
on  it.  A  brother  atjgler  cautioned  him — that  is,  he 
preached  to  him  of  the  dangers  lurking  in  barnacles,  and 
persuaded  him  to  leave  the  lobster  on  the  pier.  He  did  ; 
but  at  the  first  convenient  opportunity  it  was  transferred 
to  the  "  brother"  angler's  basket. 


A  fair  sprinkling  of  the  members  of  the  British  Sea 
Angling  Society  spent  their  Christmas  at  Deal,  and  were 
well  rewarded  for  the  sacrifice  they  made  in  leaving  their 
he  u-ths  and  homes  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  smaller  fry. 
Whiting  were  in  abundance,  no  less  a  number  than  800  being 
taken  on  the  pier  on  Christmas  Day.  On  the  Saturday 
the  rods  on  the  pier  were  so  close,  that  in  th?  distance 
they  presented  the  appearance  of  bundles  of  hop  poles. 
Anglers,  however,  were  not  so  successful  that  day  as  on 
the  preceding  one.  Still,  large  takes  were  the  order. 
Early  on  Sunday  morning  good  sport  was  had,  but  nothing 
much  afterwards.  On  Sunday  night  the  stars  were 
numerous  and  brilliant,  and  the  sky  so  clear  that  everyone 
prophesied  a  good  day  on  Monday,  and  boats  were  ordered 
lor  6.30  a.m.  But  lo  !  at  5  a.m.  down  came  the  rain,  with 
astrong  S.W.  vrind,  and  fishing  for  the  day  put  a  stop  to. 
Numbers  of  craft  anchored  in  the  downs,  and  no  boats 
could  be  launched,  rain  continuing  to  pour  down  during 
the  whole  of  the  day.  During  the  holiday,  and  excepting  the 
Monday,  those  of  the  B.S.A.S.  who  fished  from  boats°had 
some  good  catches,  from  four  to  seven  score  of  whiting  being 
taken  on  sprat  and  lug.  Only  two  cod,  of  81b.  each,  were 
taken  on  the  rod,  one  being  caught  off  the  pier.  The 
weather  on  Sunday  was  so  genial  that  fishing  in  boats 
was  indulged  in  without  the  incumbrance  of  an  overcoat. 
The  whiting  were  of  fair  size,  some  running  to  2Jlb! 
Several  members  of  the  fair  sex  were  to  be  seen  fishing  on 
the  pier,  one  lady  hailing  from  Sheffield.  [Mr.  G.  R. 
Clarke,  who  sends  the  information,  also  sent  me  a  score 
of  lovely  whiting.  They  have  been  placed  in  the  bread 
basket— not  the  W.P.B.] 


J.  Keene,  writing  from  Datchet,  says :  "  The  water 
has  been  in  bad  condition  lately  owing  to  the  heavy  rains 
but  the  roach  have  been  feeding  very  well  at  times.  On 


the  23rd  ult.,  with  Mr.  Back,  three  dozen  fine  roach  and  one 
brace  of  chub;  24th,  with  Mr.  T.  Hearn,  of  Windsor,  in 
ono  hour,  six  chub,  largest  3£lb.  ;  20th,  with  Mr.  Burgess, 
iivo  dozen  roach,  some  of  thorn  going  lib.  each  ;  27th,  with 
Mr.  Newbury  and  Baldwin,  four  dozen  roash,  some  of 
them  going  lib.  each  ;  2bth,  with  Mr.  O'Dowd,  two  dozen 
roach." 


I  hear  flat  Mr.  O'Dowd  has  taken  two  dace— 13£oz. 
and  lOjoz.  respectively  ;  also  a  roach  of  lib.  5Joz.  [Thames, 
was  it  ?] 

Now,  this  is  from  the  Thames :  Mr.  Williams,  of  Eton 
(tail  end  of  lob  the  lurj),  took  six  roach  closj  on  61b.  On 
the  same  day,  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  took  thirteen 
pike — sprat  on  Bedford. 

 >  »  »  »  <  

"Sunex"  asks  a  question:  "In  last  week's  issue  Mr. 
Jardine  writes  :  '  A  21b.  true  roach  is  an  exception — 
larger  fish  are  hybrids.  In  the  Dorsetshire  Stour  and 
Hampshire  Avon  hybrids  are  unknown  because  there  are 
no  bream  in  these  rivers.'  The  late  Mr.  Wheeldon  had 
some  roach  from  the  Avon  weighing  nearly  31b.,  and 
Mr.  Grimmett  has,  I  believe,  had  roach  from  both  river3 
nearly  as  heavy.  If  the  absence  of  bream  from  a  water 
secures  the  purity  of  the  roach,  how  can  the  Tring  fish  be 
hybrids,  as  there  are  no  bream  in  any  of  the  reservoirs  ?  " 

That  was  a  merry,  well-dressed  crowd  of  London  Scots- 
men foregathe.e  l  outside  St.  Paul's  Cathedral  on  Thurs- 
day night.  As  early  as  half-past  ten  crowds  of  jovial 
revellers  congregated  round  the  Cathedral  waiting  for  the 
bells  to  announce  the  commencimeat  of  another  year. 
When  Gi  e it  Paul  boomed  forth  its  first  note  announcing 
the  arrival  of  1897,  a  great  cheer  wai  sent  up,  and  as  sjoii 
as  the  last  note  had  died  away,  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  was 
struck  up  with  a  gusto  characteristic  of  the  Scot,  and 
thousands  of  people  were  to  been  seen  shaking  hands, 
and  wishing  each  other  "  A  Happy  New  Year." 


I  spent  one  day  of  the  Christmas  holidays  at  Mr.  Hy. 
Ball's  new  abode— the  Crown  Hotel,  Slough.  Lovely 
place  it  is,  too.  Every  convenience  and  comfort  and 
accommodation.  Of  course,  I  had  some  soup  (the 
commodore's  special),  and  wandered  about  the  corridors 
arrd  cellars  of  this  three-hundred-year  old  posting  house 
and  hostelrie.  Had  a  "taster"  of  champagne  in  the 
vaults,  and  made  myself  as  comfortable  as  the  wretched 
weather  of  last  Monday  would  permit.  We  started  a 
discussion  as  to  the  correct  pronunciation  of  the  word 
"  Slough,"  and  got  as  far  as  "chough,"  and  "plough," 
and  "  dough,"  and  "cDugh,"  but  when  I  looked  out  into 
the  street,  I  decided  it  should  be  "  slush." 


But  in  fine  weather  Slough  must  be  worth  visiting.  I 
shall  look  up  my  map  and  see  how  one  can  get,  from  the 
Crown  to  the  various  fishings  hard  by  ;  and  I  shall  have 
one  or  two  very  interesting  pars  re  the  country  residence 
of  the  secretary  of  the  B.S.A.S.  He  will  be  at  Cannon- 
street  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  no  doubt  he  will  want 
to  "  make  ".  more  members.  I  asked  him  if  it  was  finally 
settled  as  to  who  were  the  wirrners  in  the  Deal  competition, 
and  he  dotted  down  the  first  three  as  follows  : 

Herbert  Haig,  gold  medal  and  cup,  for  a  cod, 
171b.  4oz. 

F.  W.  Norman,  silver  medal,  for  six  best  cod, 
421b.  7oz. 

W.  H.  Shaw,  silver  medal,  for  twenty-four  best 
whiting,  weighing  221b.  8oz. 


Another  item  of  information  I  gleaned  was  to  the 
effect  that  our  late  agent  at  Newhaven,  Mr.  R.  P.  Cutting, 
of  the  Sheffield  Arms,  has  gone  to  Brighton,  and  that  the 
new  proprietor,  Mr.  J.  C.  Coates,  will  treat  the  members 
of  the  B.S.  AS.  with  the  same  kindness  and  courtesy  for 
which  Mr.  Cutting  was  so  deservedly  famous. 

Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will,  on  Jan.  11,  read  a  paper 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Kingston  I'iscatorial 
Society.  He  has  chosen  for  his  subject  "  Pike  Tackle  and 
Pike  Fishing,  with  some  Notable  Captures."  The  Sun 
Hotel  is  the  headquarters  of  the  K.  l'.'s. 

In  pursuance  of  a  requisition,  a  special  general 
meeting  of  members  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
will  be  held  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman- 
street,  K.C.,  on  Tuesday  next,  Jan.  12,  at  7.30  p.m.  "  To 
reconsider  and  amend  the  new  rules  generally'  and 
especially  to  make  or  alter  rules  relating  to  '  Sunday 
fishing   and   honorary  members.'  " 

Besides  arranging  suppers  and  "  cinderellas,"  the 
ieircans  can  find  time  to  fish.  Secretary  Powell  has 
captured  another  fieh  large  enough  for  their  standard— a 
roach  of  lib.  9oz. 


The  committee  of  th?  Rivers  Re-stocking  and  Preserva- 
*  a™  "ill  meet  at  the  Foresters'  Hall  on  Friday  next 
\fltti  inst.),  to  make  a  distribution  on  account  of  last  year's 
collection  Will  secretaries  kindlv  send  in  any  sums  in 
hand  so  that  a  goodly  total  may  be  got  together,  and  the 
awards  made  accordingly  p 


The  Rev  Wilharn  Justin  Harsha,  D.D.,  pastor  of 
the  Second  Collegiate  Reformed  Church,  in  Harlem  " 
says  the  American  F.   (?.,  "  preached  on  Sunday  on 
Moody.      In  the  course  of   his   romarks   he  said  • 
Certain  of  our  daily  papers  are  troubled  because  he 


believes  in  the  story  of  Jonah.  Yet  I  may  call  jour 
attention  to  the  investigations  of  M.  Courbet,  the  eminent 
French  scientist,  and  of  the  Prince  of  Monaco.  They 
have  shown  that  the  sperm  whale  is  able  to  swallow 
cephilopcds  much  larger  and  much  heavier  than  a  man. 
It  is  also  upon  record  that  in  February,  1891,  a  certain 
James  Bartley  wa3  swallowed  by  a  whale,  and,  after  a  day 
and  a  night,  his  companions  in  the  ship  Star  of  the  East 
cut  him  out  and  found  him  unconscious  but  ahve.  He  is 
living  to-day.'  " 

 >  <  

This  is  from  a  brother  B.S.A.S.  (Mr.  H.  Tautz) : 
I'd  like  to  crack  a  bottle,  friend, 
With  thee  for  Auld  Lang  Syne ; 
And  as  I  wet  my  throttle,  friend, 

Drink  joy  tj  thee  and  thine. 
I  can't  the  cash  outfork,  my  friend. 

Kind  hearts  are  more  than  wealth, 
So  let  us  smell  the  cork,  my  friend, 
And  sniff  each  other's  health." 

"  I  wish  you  a  Happy  New  Year." 
Pity  he  didn't  make  it  a  vintage  wine — send  the  wine 
and  keep  the  cork.    I  consider  he  ought  to  be  taiuiht 
better. 


At  the  Eye  Hospital,  Brighton,  an  operation  for  cataract 
was  performed  on  Mr.  George  F.  Salter,  the  veteran 
Sussex  cricketer  and  reporter,  with  marked  success.  In 
fact,  it  is  pronounced  one  of  the  best  operations  ever  made, 
and  adds  another  to  the  list  of  brilliant  successes  achieved 
by  Mr.  Chas.  Oldham,  the  well-known  eye  specialist. 
 >  »  »  »  <  

Speaking  of  "Fresh  salt  water  fish,"  "  Rusticus  " 
says:  "  '  I  have  never  eaten  what  I  call  fresh  fish  since 
I  ve  been  in  London,'  such  has  been  the  frequent  exclama- 
tion of  a  lady  from  South  Devon.  Fish  should  not  be 
'  watered  to  death.'  Brixham  dabs  and  the  equally  stiff 
and  beautiful  Torbay  whiting— the  latter  bought  from  the 
hooker's  boat— taste  altogether  different  to  the  same  fish 
in  London,  especially  when  the  retailer  keeps  'em  'fresh 
looking '  by  repeated  applications  of  the  watercan.  The 
fresh  netted  or  hooked  mackerel,  glowing  in  all  its  beautv- 
honours,  is  far  better  cooked  at  once.  This  cannot  be  in 
London,  but  the  railway  compauies  are  at  length  mindful 
that  cheaper  and  quicker  transit  is  of  the  first  importance." 

To  those  who  follow  the  chase  the  Christmas  Number 
of  the  Irish  Field  will  be  of  special  interest.  It  contains 
some  exciting  tales  of  the  hunting  field,  of  shipwreck,  and 
of  yachting  adventures,  besides  portraits  of  some  prominent 
Irish  racing  officials.  A  race  programme  supplement  is 
also  presented  with  this  number,  and  will  doubtless  be  of 
value  to  sportsmen.  It  is  published  at  5,  D'Olier-street, 
Dublin  ;  and  at  174,  Fleet-sireet,  London,  E.C. 


Whilst  fishing  last  week  from  a  punt,  a  little  above  the 
George  Hotel  (Mr.  Richard  Roake,  proprietor),  Loddon 
Bridge,  Earley,  near  Reading,  Mr.  Hamilton  Baker,  of 
Reading,  succceled  in  landing  a  splendid  pike,  weighing 
211b.  8oz.  ;  length,  43in.  ;  girth,  19in.  The  fish  was  in 
excellent  condition,  and  gave  splerrdid  sport. 

The  "  Bermondsey  Bantem  " — the  Good  Shepherd — 
has  placed  his  four-in-hand  brake  at  the  disposal  of  brother 
anglers  (free  of  charge)  who  would  care  to  visit  th  it  up-to- 
date  club,  the  Clapham  Junction,  on  Jan.  12.  The 
occasion  is  a  "  visit "  on  the  A.A.  List.    I  may  be  there. 

"The  codfish,"  says  the  professor,  "  lays  consider-ably 
more  than  a  million  eggs."  "It  is  mighty  lucky  for  the 
codfish  that  she  doesn't  have  to  cackle  over  every  egg," 
said  the  studeirt,  who  came  from  the  country. 

 >♦♦■»<  

The  inventor  of  the  Propeller  Wheel  studied  the  motion 
of  a  fish's  tail  when  swimming.  The  evolutions  of  the 
propeller's  blades  are  exactly  like  the  motions  of  the  fish's 
tail. 


TliE.liver  of  the  sunfish,  which  abounds  on  a  large  bank 
in  the  Atlantic,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  the  Irish 
coast,  is  frequently  two  tons  in  weight,  and  is  said  to  yield 
from  six  to  eight  barrels  of  oil.  The  sunfish  is  captured 
in  the  same  way  as  the  whale— viz.,  by  the  harpoon. 

Night  brings  out  stars  ;  so  sorrows  show  us  truths. 


Faith,  bedad !  I  know  it's  the  usual  thing  at  this  season 
of  the  year  to  read  startling  and  harrowing  news— and 
now  Dear  Ould  Oirland  has  given  the  newspap3rs  some- 
thing novel  this  time— The  Moving  Bog  !  !  J  must  own  I 
am  in  sympathy  with  Pat  and  his  many  troubles,  more 
especially  as  this  last  disast.n-  has,  and,  I  regret  to  add, 
will  cause,  a  great  scare  amongst  anglers  who  love  their 
Killarney.  The  lower  portion  of  tho  River  Flesk  (which 
feeds  the  lakes)  is  practically  ruined  so  far  as  fishing  is 
concerned,  and  its  high  banks  are  marked  to  the  top  by 
the  blaok  liquid  mud  that  rushed  down  last  Monday  on  a 
voyage^  of  destruction  towards  our  lovely  lakes."  The 
Flesk  is,  or  was,  I  should  say,  one  of  the  best  fishing 

rivers  in  the  county,  but.  now  not  only  are  |  

talmon  being  taken  up  by  tho  dozen  from  its  banks,  but  it 
is  well  known  that  several  spawning  beds  have  been 
destroyed.  Ochone  !  Faith,  it's,  a  bad  start  it  is  indade, 
that  Killarney  has  for  tho  new  year.  DRAONSl  . 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 


g4P~  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dimstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks. — The  very 
heavy  rainfall  on  the  day  before  Christmas  Day  completely 
upset  the  great  prospects  that  existed  for  some  good 
Christmas  fishing,  and  since  then  the  alternate  days  have 
beon  wild  and  stormy.  I  received  the  following  letter  from 
Charles,  otherwise  "Otter,  Hone,"  on  the  day  after 
Christmas  Day:  "  One  of  the  Hampton  poachers  arrived 
a'  Penton  Hook  this  last  week,  and  he  is  now  hanging  up 
in  my  house.  I  soon  made  short  work  of  him,  and  I 
ought  to  have  had  two  last  night,  as  a  very  large  one  just 
missed  one  of  my  traps,  which  I  have  set  again  to-night 
for  him.  The  one  I  have  now  in  my  possessioa  is  a  dog 
otter,  about  181b.  or  20lb.,  but  I  have  not  weighed  him 
yet.  Mr.  J.  Hart,  of  Staines,  has  become  the  owner,  and 
he  is  going  to  send  it  to  Messrs.  John  Cooper  and  Sons  for 
preservation. Our  good  friend  and  member  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  Major  Arthur  Terry,  has  just  made  a  useful 
contribution  to  the  river  from  his  small  lake  at  Hersham  by 
sending  to  our  valued  president,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J. P., 
100  very  nice  stock  perch  and  a  few  tench,  which  he  has 
placed  in  the  river  at  Kingston.  In  addition  to  this,  Major 
Arthur  Terry  kindly  informs  me  that  a  similar  quantity 
were  turned  into  the  river  from  him  at  Halliford,  by 
assistant  river  keeper  Edward  Rosewell,  and  he  hopes  to 
s:nd  a  couple  of  hundred  more  soon,  to  be  followed  by 
the  gift  of  some  pond  roach,  which  he  says  grow  to  a  good 
si'.e,  and  has  taken  them  up  to  21b.  each.  I  am  sure  the 
anglers  of  the  Lower  Thames  will  feel  grateful  for  these 
valuable  contributions,  and  I  hope  others  will  be  stimulated 
to  follow  so  good  an  example,  and,  if  assistance  is  necessary, 
the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  will  always  be  ready  to  do 
the  work.  It  is  now  an  exceptional  item  to  hear  of  a 
rudd  being  caught  in  the  Thames,  as  was  the  case  at 
Twickenham  a  week  or  so  since,  but  I  can  remember 
catching  them  years  ago  above  the  locks  in  my  early  days 
<>t'  Thames  angling.  The  reports  are  very  brief  again  this 
last  week,  but  it  will  be  seen  that  perch  are  again  in 
evidence  at  Kingston,  and  when  anglers  return  them  again 
to  the  Tiver  it  is  the  proper  thing  to  do. — B. 

—  Datcket  . — The  river  continues  to  keep  very  high 
and  thick,  and  a  satisfactory  state  of  things  seems  to  be 
impossible.  I  have  been  out  several  times  lately,  and  had 
very  fair  sport  with  roach,  largest  fish  l^lb.  I  saw  a  good 
few  fishing  from  the  bank  on  the  27th  nit.,  but  they  caught 
nothing.  Weather  and  water  permitting  I  hop9  to  do 
a  good  deal  of  fishing  the  next  two  months,  so  hope  to  be 
among  them. — G.  Lumsden. 

  (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  writes  : 

"  The  water  is  now  very  high  and  thick,  and  the  weirs  all 
drawn.  There  will  be  no  fishing  for  some  time.  The 
bank  anglers  have  been  catching  some  roach,  but  not 
many." — 15. 

a         (Henley). — At  the  beginning  of  last  week  some 

nice  roach  and  perch  were  taken,  also  a  nice  brace  of  pike, 
viz.,  141b.  and  16Jlb.,  the  latter  fish,  I  believe,  being  taken 
by  a  lady  angler.  On  Christmas  Day  the  river  began  to 
colour,  and  by  the  next  day  was  very  thick,  thus  spoiling 
I  all  chance  of  sport.  At  time  of  writing  there  is  no 
prospect  of  any  improvement.  Even  with  fine  weather  it 
will  take  some  time  for  things  to  get  right  again. — J.  W. 
Bead. 

  (Kingston). — The  water  lias  been  on  the  rise. 

John  Johnson,  in  two  and  a  half  days,  creeled  over  seven 
dozen  of  perch.  N.  Bolton,  in  two  days,  five  and  a  half 
dozen  perch,  which, excepting  one  dozen,  were  put  back  again ; 
and  J.  Knight,  in  two  days,  nine  dozen  of  roach  and  dace. 
!  Mr.  Jones,  a  former  resident  of  Hampton  Wick,  has  beea 
out  half  a  day  with  N.  Bolton  and  Tetman,  and.  taken  a 
nice  lot  of  roach  ;  and  another  half  day  with  John  Johnson, 
and  caught  some  nice  roach  and  perch,  the  largest  perch 

—  (Lechlade,  &c).  —  Several  anglers  have  been 
cut  after  pike,  perch,  and  barbel  during  the  Christmas 
holidays,  and  in  some  instances  some  fair  sport  has 
been  had.  The  river  hereabouts  has  been  in  very  fair 
condition  for  the  time  of  year,  and  the  big  spawning  trout 

.  can  be  eeen  at  the  mouth  of  the  Leach  and  Coin.  Jack 
''  fishers  have  b3en  busy  on  the  Gloucestershire  trout 
itrennn  with  fire,  spear,  and  net,  and  Miss  Emily  Hill, 
"the  young  jack  snarer"  of  the  F.  G.,  one  day  last 
week,  with  her  gilded  snare,  and  pole,  took  no  lets  than 
I  four  and  a  half  brace  of  these  trout  stream  pests  in  less 
F  than  two  hours  from   a  back-water  of  the  Coin,  near 
I  Pairford,  and  on  the  following  morning  got  another  pike, 
some  4 Jib.  in  weight. — F.  L. 

  (Monkey  Island).-rWater  very  thick  and  high  ; 

not  much  prospect  at  present.    Koach  may  be  had  in 
edlies  under  the  bank  and  boughs.   There  have  been  good 
,  tikes  { f  roach  last  Saturday  and  Sunday.    Mr.  Windred 
on  27th  ult.,  out  with  my  son,  had  a  splendid  take  of  roach 
— I  should  say  quite  20lb.  or  more  (I  saw  them  myself) ; 
also  half  a  dozen  very  good  chub,  from  141b.  up  to  2Jlb. 
A  hank  angler,  fishing  from  the  towpath,  had  a  nice  take 
of  chub — I  should  think  about  151b.  weight.    Should  we 
kget  a  change  in  the  weather  and  water,  there  ought  to  be 
"ome  good  jack  fishing  as  the  rushes  and  weeds  arc  clear 
Way. — B.-Plummer,  Sen. 

  (Pangbourne). — Since  my  last  report  the  river 

•  has  eeen  a  great  change,  and  anglers  did  not  get  the  water 
1  in  the  condition  I  anticipated  during  the  Christmas 
holidays.    There  were  a  few  anglers  down  on  27th  ult.,  but 
(  not  a  great  deal  done.   The  best  takes  I  came  across . 
were  taken  by  F.  Barns  and  E.  Salisbury  (of  the  Albert 
Piscatorial  Society),  having  about  30lb.  of  fine  roach 


between  them,  many  over  lib. — a  very  fair  catch  con- 
sidering the  state  of  the  water.  I  was  out  on  Monday, 
but  only  caught  a  few  roach,  but  the  stream  washed  too 
many  reeds  and  trees  down  to  my  swim.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  water  is  very  thick,  and  a  strong  stream  is 
running.  The  meadows  above  the  first  gate  upstream  are 
under  water,  and  water  still  rising.  It  will  take  a  week  to 
clear  again,  if  we  get  no  move  rain. — G.  H.  S. 

  (Richmond). — Job  Brain  has  been  able  to  go  out 

three  days,  and  he  says  he  has  taken  some  fine  bream. — B. 

  (Staines). — Charles  Hone  reports  there  has  been 

nothing  doing  for  some  time,  owing  to  the  condition  of  the 
river,  and  he  has  not  been  out. — B. 

  (Sunbury). — Alfred  Stroud  says  he  has  only 

been  out  one  day,  and  his  client  succeeded  in  getting  five 
jack. — B. 

  (Twickenham).— The  head  river  keeper  reports 

there  has  been  no  angling  here,  and  the  river  when  I  saw 
it  yesterday  looked  very  bad. — B. 

  (  Tedding  ton1. — The  only  reports  here  are  that 

Mr.  Tame,  one  day,  had  three  jack;  and  a  gentlemen, 
fishing  from  the  bank,  had  two  jack.— B. 

  (Weybridge). — Herbert  Curr  says  he  has  not 

been  out  for  the  last  nine  or  ten  days,  with  the  exception  of 
last  Saturday,  when  he  was  out  only  for  a  short  time  with 
one  of  his  clients,  but  without  any  result.  The  water 
was  a  bad  colour,  and  the  river  almost  in  a  stats  of 
flood.— H. 

  (Windsor  District).— Though  perhaps  un- 
seasonable, the  past  Christmas  Day  wa3  a  record  day  in 
the  Thames  valley  as  far  as  weather  was  concerned,  it 
being  gloriously  sunny  and  mild.  The  sky  w«s  cloudless, 
and  the  air  at  mid-day  in  the  sun  quite  balmy.  Several 
anglers,  who  were  too  sociable  to  leave  the  festive  board, 
meant  making  up  for  it  the  next  day,  as  on  my  way  to  try 
and  get  a 'little  spinning  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Colu- 
brook,  I  met  several  looking  very  dejected,  as  well  they 
might.  A  more  miserable  day  it  would  be  hard  to  con- 
ceive; it  was  dark,  windy,  and  wet,  a  very  great  contrast 
to  the  day  before.  The  water  I  intended  fishing  was 
whirling  along  at  a  great  pace,  and  like  soup,  so  that  I  did 
not  attempt  spinning  over  it,  but  on  my  way  home  I 
called  at  a  farm,  and  begged  permission  to  have  a  few 
casts  in  a  little  moat-like  piece  of  water,  which  was  clear, 
and  though  only  five  small  jack  was  my  reward,  they 
pleased  the  kindly  farmer  and  saved  me  a  blank  day. 
Before  the  Thames  was  so  thick,  jack  were  running  fairly 
well.  Mr.  H.  Morring,  of  Windsor,  had  eight  one  day 
(largest,  51b.) ;  and  Mr.  Paice,  of  Etonwick,  five,  going 
174,1b.  Some  nice  roach  have  been  taken  with  worm  and 
gentles.  Heavy  rain  fell  yesterday,  and  quite  ten  days 
will  elapse  before  the  Thames  can  b9  in  really  good 
condition,  meantime  worm  in  the  eddies  for  big  roach  the 
only  chance.  Since  writing  above,  Mr.  Harbard,  of  Eton, 
tells  me  he  has  had  four  jack  during  the  weak  and  a 
roach  weighing  over  lib. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — The  waters  are  again  greatly 
discoloured  by  the  recent  rains,  so  that  angling  prospects 
are  at  present  gloomy,  and  fishermen  few  in  number.  A 
first  consignment  of  5110  nice  king  carp  were  put  in  the 
river,  at  Brigg,  on  Thursday  last. —  Thomas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

Aran  (Pulborough). — There  is  nothing  to  record 
during  the  holidays,  and  I  cannot  at  present  advise  anglers 
to  visit  Pulborough,  as,  on  account  of  heavy  rains,  we  are 
at  present  flooded,  and  under  the  most  favourable  circum- 
stances the  Arun  will  not  be  in  order  by  Jan.  3. — W.  G. 

HOLLMAN. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District). — During  the 
Christmas  holidays  the  weather  wa3  so  disgusting  that 
anglers  were  in  despair.  Up  to  the  26th  every  piece 
of  still  water  wa3  "hard  laid"  with  ice,  while  the 
river  was  iu  a  most  lamentable  condition,  being  fu'l  of 
"snow  broth,"  swollen  and  turbid.  To  the  frost  and 
snow  succeedel  violent  gales  of  wind  and  rain,  and  no 
sport  has  been  reported  worth  mentioning,  except  a  few 
more  large  bream  at  Coltishall,  and  a  pike  of  121b.  on  the 
Broad.  River  and  Broad  fining  down  now,  but  very 
discoloured,  and  fish  quite  off  feed.  Prospects  for  a  week 
or  two  very  poor. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  river  has  been  mora 
or  less  in  flood  during  the  Christmas  holidays,  conse- 
quently but  little  fishing  has  been  available.  Tiverton 
Canal  lias  had  the  patronage  of  several  of  our  pikists,  but 
no  fish  above  41b.  to  51b.  were  met  with.  On  Boxing  Day 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Thcemvissen  scored  four;  Messrs. 
Gibbard  and  Son*,  about  a  dozen  ;  and  on  Monday  Messrs. 
Graf  and  Roberts  grassed  half  a  dozen.  The  river  is  now 
fining  down  nicely,  but  weather  is  still  very  unsettled,  so 
nothing  definite  can  be  reckoned  on  for  next  few  days. — 
Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire). — Fineweither, 
and  water  in  fairly  good  trim,  have  brought  a  large 
number  of  anglers  into  the  district,  mainly  in  search  of 
pike.  The  drains  extending  from  Sutton,  Tydd,  Deeping, 
and  on  for  March  have  been  patronised,  and  swims  on  the 
Forty-foot,  Vernatts,  and  other  drains  about  Spaldinj,  &c, 
have  been  tried  successfully.  Many  are  reported  to  have 
done  well  both  spinning  and  bottom  fishing.  Bags  of 
roach,  &c,  arc  spoken  of  as  running  to  251b.  and  301b., 
and  many  a-e  said  to  have  brought  away  stones  of  fish  of 
one  kind  or  other.  Details  are  dilHcult  to  obtain.  Club 
members  and  local  men  are  also  said  to  have  dono  well 
these  holidays  on  their  particular  waters.  The  Welland 
and.othcr  rivers  are  in  a  good  state  for  angling  at  present. 

—  IjIMPET.  i 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Pleasant  weather  during  the 
holidays  brought  out  a  number  of  anglers,  and  they  found 
both  the  Idle  and  the  Ryton  in  good  fishing  tritn.  Dace 
fishing  has  beon  very  successful  in  the  swims  within  reach 
of  Retford,  and  roach  have  been  freely  caught  there  and 
at  other  places.  Maggots  and  cockspurs  have  been  found 
best,  and  with  the  fir^t  named  occasional  grayling  have 


come  to  hand  both  above  and  below  Retford.  Several 
chub  have  been  secured  towards  Eaton,  whilst  on  the 
lower  lengths  below  Mattersey  jack  have  been  caught  in 
fair  numbers.  Roach  fishers  have  been  doing  pretty  well 
at  Dunham,  Laneham,  and  other  points  on  the  Trent,  but 
doings  among  pike  there  in  the  back-waters  have  been 
slow. — L. 

Lea. — The  water  at  the  time  of  writing  is  not  too  thick 
for  roaching  operations,  and  anglers  ledgering  with  the 
tail  end  of  a  lob,  with  a  piece  of  ground-bait  squeezed  on 
the  line,  should  meet  with  some  good  class  fish.  Generally 
speaking,  sport  has  been  tame  in  the  Ware  district,  though 
here  and  there  anglers  have  dropped  upon  some  good 
roach.  Early  in  the  week  several  were  had  there  up  to  and 
over  lib.  each.  Results  have  also  been  quiet  in  the  Hert- 
ford district.  Last  Friday,  in  the  tributary  Beane,  at 
Hertford,  an  angler  took  a  grayling  weighing  lib.  14oz. — 
Waltonian. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  running  high  and  are  coloured.  The  weather 
up  to  Saturday  was  fairly  fine,  and  the  rivers  were  getting 
in  good  order  for  fishing,  but  heavy  rain  came  on  and 
caused  the  rivers  to  once  more  rise,  and  put  a  stop  to 
fishing  for  a  few  days.  No  anglers  have  ventured  out. 
The  weather  ha3  been  very  changeible,  and  not  suitable 
for  anglers. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Riveis 
had  lowered  sufficiently  to  be  fishable  by  Thursday  last, 
when  another  series  of  storms  set  in,  and  since  then  the 
winl  and  weather  have  been  most  variable,  whilst  the 
rivershive  risen  considerably ;  and  with  no  present  prospect 
of  settled  weather,  it  is  hazardous  to  say  when  fishing  may 
be  resumed. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Ouse  (Denver).— What  appeared  some  few  days 
previous  to  the  Christmas  holidays  to  indicate  very  special 
weather  and  conditions  generally  for  the  pike  seekers, 
resulted  in  utter  delusion,  the  frost  suddenly  collapsed  cn 
Christmas  Eva  "that  rained"  in  torrents,  whilst  Bank 
Holiday  and  Monday  were  equally  unpropitious,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  it  was  a  blank  from  the  angler's  point  of 
view,  with  no  skatirjg  by  way  of  a  set  off;  but  theieis 
sport  yet  to  follow  its  devotees. — Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— The  heavy  rain?  of  the  24th 
ult.  caused  a  sudden  flood,  which  put  a  stop  to  successful 
angling  for  the  holidays,  and  the  subieiuent  downfalls  of 
rain  keep  the  river  iu  high  flood  ;  it  is,  tbereiVrs,  difficult 
to  hazard  an  opinion  as  to  when  angling  will  again  be 
possible. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots). — The  water  is  again  too  thick  for 
sport,  and  a  week's  fine  weather  must  now  elapse  bet'<.10 
any  can  be  expected.  When  the  water  does  get  into  good 
condition  I  think  ■  anglers  may  safely  venture  to  pay  this 
neighbourhood  a  visit. — Wm.  Nash. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Intermittent  rainralls,  and 
unpleasant  weather  generally,  have  characterised  the 
holiday  season.  The  river  ii  high  and  very  much  dis- 
coloured, so  that  any  kind  of  angling  is  impracticable,  and 
probably  will  be  so  for,  at  the  very  least,  a  few  days. 
The  high  water  will,  however,  have  the  beneficial  effect  of 
cleansing  the  river  bed  from  the  pollutive  matter  which 
became  so  serious  an  evil  after  the  hot  months  of  summer. 
Plenty  of  sport  is  obtainable  in  the  pools  at  Bomere, 
Ellesmere,  Sundorne,  and  various  other  places.  Pike, 
perch,  and  roach  abound  in  these  waters,  and  heavy  creels 
of  fish  are  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception.  Messrs. 
H.  Shaw,  Trevor,  Young,  G.  Fox,  jun.,  and  J.  Warwick 
have  been  among  the  most  successful  sportsmen  of  late. 
Prospects,  so  far  as  the  coming  spring  is  concerned,  are 
exceptionally  bright. — Pisoator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  there 
have  been,  up  to  the  present,  but  few  holiday  visitors  over 
here,  but,  everything  considered,  sport  has  not  beon  so 
bad  until  the  middle  of  this  week,  when,  as  a  consequence 
of  the  heavy  rain,  all  these  rivers  are  now  much  swollen 
and  discoloured.  During  the  early  part  of  the  week  some 
nice  perch  and  other  coarse  fish  were  taken  in  the  Severn, 
but  at  present  nothing  can  be  done  except  troll  for  pike, 
and  most  anglers  have  had  a  fair  amount  of  success 
amongst  these  depredators.  In  the  Severn  and  Lower 
Tanat  some  good  baskets  of  grayling  were  captured  before 
the  water  got  out  of  condition. — Vyrnw  y. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal. — The 
weather  during  the  week  has  alternated  with  remarkable 
regularity,  but  the  amount  of  rain  has  kept  rivers  and  the 
bankside  in  such  a  state  as  to  preclude  the  po.ssibili  y  of 
sport.  Rivers  are  running  like  a  mil]  race,  but  until  Jack 
Frost  makes  a,  lengthened  stay  anglers  are  bettor  at  home. 
The  Chichester  Canal  has  been  well  patronised  during 
the  holidays.  Roach  are  feeding  well,  and  I  hear  of  a 
brace  of  large  cirp  being  secured.  Pike  up  to  51b.  are 
also  recorded. — F.  Slater. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — TheTemo  in  I  his  p ai 'I  is  now  running 
high,  and  is  rising  and  becoming  muddy.  The  water  up  to 
the  end  of  last  week  was  running  in  fair  order  for  fishing, 
but  heavy  rain  tell,  and  the  rivers  soon  began  to  riso.  The 
woather  has  been  most  changeable — warm  one  day,  cold 
and  wet  the  next,  and  others  frosty — and  has  been  bad  for 
anglers  if  they  wore  inclined  to  go  out.  Fishing  is  at  a 
standstill  at  present,  and  will  be  until  tho  water  goes 
down  and  clears,  when  soma  sport  should  be  had,  as  there 
has  been  a  good  flu-di  of  water,  which  was  badly  wanted 
to  take  off  the  accumulations  of  the  very  dry  summer. 
The  baits  to  use  will  be  the  worm  and  maggot. — S. 
LtJDLOW. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — This  district  has  been  visited  by 
heavy  falls  of  rain.  The  water  had  run  into  fair  order  for 
angling  at  Christmas,  and  the  weather  promised  fin?,  but 
there  was  a  sudden  change,  and  rain  soon  made  tho  river 
begin  to  colour  and  rise  again,  and  it  will  he  some  days 
before  any  grayling  fishing  can  be  had.  With  fine  weather 
sport  will  be  had  next  week. — Worcester. 


12 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


i    ■  i    i-    ii  ii 
[January  2,  1897 


Trent  (Newark). — Anglen<  continue  to  meet  with  a 
scries  of  disappointments.  The  river  ia  in  full  flood,  and 
uo  hopos  of  angling  for  several  days.  On  Thursday  last 
Mr.  (iaorgo  Maokenzio  met  with  a  remarkable  experience 
Spinning  for  pike  over  a  levy  in  the  Muskham  fishery,  he 
landed  a  brace  of  barbel  in  addition  to  losing  two  others. 
Both  the  fish  were  foul  hooked  in  the  dorsal  fin,  and  have 
created  no  little  astonishment  amongst  anglers  who  have 
seen  them,  for  barbel  are  soldom,  if  ever,  taken  in  the 
Trent  during  the  winter,  and  the  shallow  water  they  were 
taken  in  being  far  from  what  is  considered  ths  winter 
home  of  the  spacies. — Tkkntsidkr. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— A  goodly  number  of 
anglers  patronisod  the  (jincoln  anil  Boston  portions  of  the 
Witham  during  the  holidays,  as  well  as  the  drains  con- 
nected therewith.  At  Brayfdrd  some  good  sport  was  met 
with  in  the  pool,  and  at  Bardney  in  the  river.  Pike  was 
chiefly  followed,  and  among  the  noted  recent  captures  was 
a  good  ore  of  141b.,  caught  at  tha  latter  place,  with  others, 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Lincoln.  A  brace  of  over  101b. ,  among 
a  lot  smaller,  came  f  otn  the  pool.  Roach  fishing  was 
remunerative!  on  the  Sincil  Dyke  and  at  Coningsby,  on 
the  llonicastlo  Canal.  At  Kirks tead,  Dogdyke,  and 
Tattershall  anglers  were  busy,  and  also  many  patronised 
fche  Hobholo,  Bargate,  and  other  drains  about  Bo3ton. 
As  the  weather  was  favourable,  baskets  were  well  filled 
in  many  instances. — LtJCI, 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — Salmon  spawning  season  very 
good,  a  grext  number  on  the  redds,  though  I  am  sorry  to 
say  otters  are  ki'ling  salmon  on  the  brooks  nightly. 
River  now  in  flood. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

SCOICH  REPORTS. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— During  the  past  week,  and,  in 
fact,  for  a  full  fortnight,  the  rivers  in  all  the  Border 
district  have  been  running  in  flood.  The  gauge  at  Kelso 
Bridge,  and  at  Kelso  Mill,  have  shown  that  the 
floods  daring  tha  past  ten  days  have  reached  from 
2ft.  to  5ft.  I  have  during  the  pressnt  week  seen 
several  small  baskets  of  trout  killed  on  both  Twe^d 
and  Teviot,  and  while  some  of  the  fish  were  in  very  fair 
condition,  and  presentable  at  the  table,  the  majority  were 
of  the  other  description.  In  Kelso,  since  our  principal 
fishmonger  (Mr.  Arch.  Steel)  put  his  foot  down  on  buying 
trout  after  the  Kelso  Angling  Association's  close  time  for 
trout,  the  amount  of  rods  to  be  seen  on  both  Tweed  and 
Teviot  his  considerably  decreased ;  and  if  every  fishmonger 
i  l  th9  various  Border  towns  would  follow  this  example 
there  would  be  more  sport  for  the  legitimate  angler  in  the 
spring  and  a  larger  stock  of  trout  in  the  rivers.  At  the 
pre;e  it  time  the  beds  of  the  rivers  are  clean,  with  fine 
gravelly  bottoms,  and  breeding  salmon  are  now  seen  to  be 
pairing  on  various  o°  the redds"  in  all  the  districts — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— This  river  is 
heavy  in  flood,  and  the  big  salmon  are  now  arriving  on 
the  redds.  Owing  to  the  close  watch  kept  by  the  special 
bailiffs,  there  bas  beeD  no  poaching  worth  speaking  of  ;  but 
on  the  smaller  tributaries  of  the  Moyola  a  lot  of  fish  have 
been  illegally  killed  lately.— J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  (co.  Kerry).— Spawning  is  now  over. 
The  river  is  in  a  high  state  of  flood,  and  the  earlier  runs  of 
salmon  are  now  coming  up.  Weather  vary  wet  and  rather 
stormy.    Prospects  for  coming  season  good. — T.  J.  D. 

riesk.— The  awful  landslip  on  Lord  Kenmare's  estate 
has  done  a  lot  of  harm  to  the  spawning  beds  of  this  river, 
as  the  spawn  has  been  buried  under  tons  of  boggy  deposit' 
where  it  will  never  vivify.  The  river  resembles  a  torrent 
of  ink. — J.  A.  B. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry)*— Quite  a  big  number  of  the  later 
salmon  are  still  on  the  redds  in  the  middle  and  higher 
reaches  of  this  river.  Poaching  was  very  rife  during  the 
past  week,  and  much  destruction  was  caused  among 
spawning  and  spawned  fish.  The  truth  is  there  is  not 
nearly  sufficient  protection  afforded  this  river,  and  poach- 
ing is  carried  on,  in  season  and  out  of  season,  to  a  most 
damaging  extent.  The  excusa  the  local  conservators  give 
for  this  is  that  there  are  not  sufficient  funds  available  to 
pay  for  necessary  or  adequate  protection.— T.  J.  D 

lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Spring  salmon  have  been  coming  up  in  large  numbers 
during  the  past  week,  and  if  the  weather  continues  favour- 
able tht  re  will  no  doubt  be  an  unusually  large  supply  of 
those  fish  up  when  the  angling  opens  on  Feb.  1.  The 
weir  fishery  opened  yesterday  (Jan.  1),  bat  the  results  have 
not  been  ascertained  at  time  of  writing.  Weather  at  time 
of  writing  very  rainy,  and  salmon  running  up  steadily  from 
the  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Sligo.— Th3  Sligo  or  Garvogue  River  is  the  first  Irish 
river  to  open  for  rod  angling,  as  it  opens  on  New  Year's 
Day.    The  river  is  in  flood.— J.  A.  B. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— Sea  angling  continues  to  yield  <*ood 
sport  at  this  station.  Pollacking  has  "been  very  successful 
during  the  last  few  days. — T.  J.  D. 

Baltimore.— On  favourable  days  pollacking  has  given 
good  sport  on  aH  the  inshore  courses  at  and  about  this 
station. — T.  J.  D. 

Darrynane.— Despite  rather  unfavourable  weather 
very  good  sport  has  been  had. — T.  J.  D. 

Deal.— The  weather  has  been  unsettled,  and,  being 
Christin  is  holidays,  not  many  fishing  boats  have  te'n  out 
but  what  have  been  out  have  brought  ashore  very  good 
takes  of  fish.  Pier  fishing  is  very  fair  indeed.  If  weather 
should  settle  down  again,  in  all  probability  there  will  be 
lair  chance  j,  as  the  westerly  winds  keep  the  fish  on  these 
grounds.— Edwd.  Hangek  (B.S.A.S.). 

Dingle.— The  weather  has  been  very  favourable  for 
angling  in  the  bay  here  for  the  past  week,  and  good  sport 
has  generally  been  had— T.  J.  D.  p 


Great  Yarmouth. — On  Boxing  morning,  with  a  strong 
wind  blowing  from  the  S.W.,  accompanied  by  showers  of 
sleet  and  rain  at  intervals,  three  of  the  local  clubs  fished 
competitions.  The  Piscatorials  operated  from  smacks 
lying  in  the  vicinity  of  the  White  House,  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  the  match  resulting  as  follows  :  First,  Mr. 
Andrews,  two  fish,  6jlb.  ;  second,  Mr.  Williams,  three 
fish,  5|lb. ;  third,  Mr.  Search,  two  fish,  441b. ;  and  fourth, 
Mr.  Bradshaw,  one  fish,  41b.  Mr.  Wright,  one  of  the 
competitors,  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  leg  through 
slipping  on  the  deck  of  a  smack.  Tha  Happy  Friends  A  S. 
fished  just  below  the  Piscatorials,  but  out  of  sixteen  com- 
petitors only  two  fish  were  weigbed-in.  The  Gorleston  A.S. 
were  located  at  Gorleston,  but  no  member  was  successful 
in  landing  a  fish, — A.  R.  M. 

Fort  ma  gee. — Good  sport  has  been  the  rule  at  this 
station  during  the  past  week.  Pollacking  especially  has 
afforded  fine  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Plymouth. — During  the  Christmas  week  not  much 
has  been  done.  The  fishermen,  both  professional  and 
amateurs,  have  given  up  their  time  to  festivities.  A  few 
of  the  "old  salts"  have,  however,  been  out  and  taken 
some  nice  pollack.  I  see  by  the  report  of  the  expert  that 
was  employed  to  go  into  the  matter  of  our  oyster  supp'y, 
that  he  found  nearly  every  place  polluted  by  min;s  or 
other  refuse,  and  that  the  district  which  was  most  free  was 
the  Helford  river.  I  think  there  are  some  spots  closer 
home  tbat  could  be  utilised  for  the  breeding  and  feeding 
of  these  succulent  bivalves.  I  see  by  ths  returns  that  the 
consumption  of  oysters  is  very  mu  lb  en  an  increase,  and 
there  is  plenty  of  money  to  be  made  by  any  enterprising 
person  who  will  study  the  subject,  and  who  can  obtain 
permission  to  utilise  the  various  positions  that  are  to  be 
found  in  our  neighbourhood.  The  enormous  rate  at  which 
they  multiply  soon  repays  the  expense  of  laying  out  the 
beds  and  stocking. — William  Heardee  (B.S.A.S.). 

Scarborough—  The  local  branch  of  the  B.S.A.S. 
held  a  fishing  competition  on  Boxing  Day.  This  annual 
fixture  is  usually  a  great  success,  and  this  year  is  no 
exception,,  as  nearly  every  member  took  part,  and  some 
good  catches  were  made.  Nine  members  weighed-in 
thirty-five  fish,  the  total  we'ght  being  1771b.  14oz.  The 
prize  winners  were  as  follows  :  1st,  W.  J.  Clarke,  seven 
fish,  weighing  401b.  12oz. ;  2nd,  Mr.  W.  Bland,  five  fish, 
weighing  391b  8oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  C.  Jaokson,  four  fish, 
weighing  311b.  8oz.  ;  4th,  Mr.  J.  Leeman,  eight  fish, 
weighing  261b.  12oz.  All  the  fish  we'ghed-in  were  cod, 
the  largest  specimens  weighing  161b.,  151b.,  lljlb.,  and 
two  of  101b.  each.  A  number  of  good  cod  have  been  taken 
lately  from  101b.  to  221b.  each.— W.  J.  Clarke. 

Southampton.— At  the  present  time  flat  fish  are  very 
plentiful  and  very  large.  The  season  generally  las  be?n 
fair,  the  whiting  mo:e  especially  being  very  fine  and  large. 
Very  few_  trouble  to  go  down  the  river  now,  but  owners  of 
yachts  lying  in  the  river  have  some  sport  with  dip  nets. — 
— C.  McPherson. 

Valentia.— Bott  om  fishers  enjoyed  gcod  sport  recently. 
Anglers  using  suitable  baits  and  tackle  had  from  150  to 
250  fish  on  favourable  days.  Gun  a-d  and  whiting  took 
very  readily  on  most  days,  while  many  fine  bream  and  cod 
were  taken. — T.  J.  D. 


flotes  from  tije  fiortf). 

All  over  the  world  to-day  (Saturday)  will  be  ringing 
the  echoes  of  yesterday's  advent,  and  the  customary 
greeting  of  a  ''Happy  New  Y<ar,"  "Welcome  the 
coming,  speed  the  parting  guest."    We  need  not  mourn 

96.  As  an  angling  year  it  has  been  the  worst  yet  recorded 
on  the  majority  of  Scotch  salmon  streams.    The  hopes  of 

97  beat  high.  Already  there  are  not  wanting  evidences 
of  something  good  being  in  store,  and  at  least  we  can 
assuredly  hepa  that  we  may  never  see  a  worse  than  the 
one  now  dead. 

The  Don  Valley  purification  scheme  has  been  up  bef  ra 
the  county  council.  The  burns  all  along  the  nether  course 
of  the  Don  are  to  be  dealt  with.  It  is  to  cost  £25,000  for 
this  part  alone.  Another  620,000  is  to  be  spent  by  the 
c mnty  authorities  further  inland,  making  the  tidy  sum  of 
£45,000.  But  these  schemes  are  only  parts  of  a  gigantic 
scheme  affecting  the  whole  city  of  Aberdeen  and  suburbs 
and  costing,  when  completed,  £161,000. 

In  Aberdeen  Sheriff  Court  last  week  a  batch  of  salmon 
poachers  were  charged  with  snatching  unclean  salmon 
from  the  Don,  and  fined  in  sums  ranging  from  £1  lOj.  to 
£2  10s  ,  with  expenses. 

The  history  of  the  "  Loggie  "  Fly  as  given  last  week- 
was  incomplete  m  an  important  p  int.  Although  Mr 
Brown  Aberdeen,  executed  the  oider  for  the  first  dress- 
ings of  the  Loggie,"  as  principal  of  the  establishment, 
the  actual  original  tyer  of  the  "  Loggie  "  was  Mr.  William 
Laing,  then  serving  his  time  with  Mr.  Brown,  and  now 
carrying  on  an  ever  increasing  business  of  his  own  in 
btirling-street,  Aberdeen. 

The  Marquis  of  Huntly  was  elected  chieftain  of  the 

Highland  Association,  which  has  its  headquarters  in 

Aberdeen,  a  growing  and  important  loly  of  Celts 

sometimes  far  removed.   

A  peculiar  case  was  settled  in  the  Stonehaven  'Sheriff 
j       A  labourer  was  charged  with  poaching.  He 
produced  written  authority  from  his  master,  but  the  pro- 
U  a    drilputed  tbe  master's  right  where  the  man  was 
T',  vTher®  .w,as  an     .fence  round  it,  and  although  it 
had  not  bsen  tilled  for  thirty  years,  the  sheriff  held  the 

7-  •      WM  ?razing  land>  and  n(,t  Part  of  the 
shoot  ngs  exclusively  us°d  as  such. 


Mr.  Clement  Wragge,  who  organisad  the  observatory  on 
Ben  Nevis,  and  is  now  in  the  Government,  service  of 
Queensland,  is  home  just  now,  arranging  for  two  ob- 
servatories, high  and  low,  on  Mount  Wellington,  in 
Tasman-'a.  The  Ben  Nevis  observatory  has  done  good 
work.  Just  now  there  is  18in.  of  snow  on  it,  while  the 
average  below  is  only  6in.  ____ 

The  Emperor  of  Russia's  largesse  is  not  yet  all  d's- 
pensed.  Several  keepers  and  others  on  Deeside  have 
received  mementoes  of  His  Imperial  Majesty's  visit,  and 
the  other  day  a  miniature  portrait  of  himself,  s- 1  in 
diamonds,  was  received  by  Mrs.  Halley,  Edinburgh,  the 
widow  of  the  designer  of  the  Standart,  the  yacht  in  which 
His  Majesty  crossed  to  Scotland. 

Mr.  Arthur  J.  Hay,  of  Hayfield,  vice-convener  of 
Zetland,  died  on  Christmas  evening.  He  was  an  extensive 
Shetland  proprietor,  and  took  a  keen  interest  in  develop  ng 
the  attractions  for  anglers  to  visit  these  northern  parts  by 
throwing  open  many  of  his  watets  and  such  like. 

Mr.  Alexander  Laud,  son  of  Mr.  Alexander  Laud,  la'e 
gamekeeper  to  the  Duke  of  Fife  in  Elgin,  has  just 
received  an  important  government  appointment  in  the 
Orange  Free  State,  South  Africa,  as  chief  accountant  in 
fin  State  Railway  Audit  Offi-e. 

A  very  sad  shooting  accident  hippenad  the  other 
morning  in  the  grounds  of  Balmoial  Castle,  Philip  Gordon, 
a  young  gardener,  was  amusing  himself  firing  at  some  birds 
with  an  old  muzzle-loader,  when  the  gun  burst  and  blew 
off  thiea  fingers  and  apart  of  the  hand.  The  rest  of  it 
had  to  be  amputated  at  the  wrist. 


Curling  has  been  engaging  the  attention  of  all  our 
country  house  friends,  and  a  merry  time  they  are  having 
of  it.  The  rod  was  laid  aside  some  time  ago,  and  now  the 
gun  hangs  lusting  beside  it,  while  the  trouts  are  being 
scared  out  of  their  wits  by  the  unearthly  noise  and  yell  i 
which  accompany  the  "roaring  game."  In  a  short  time 
the  scene  will  again  be  changed  to  the  whirr  and  song  of 
the  reel.  The  Borgie,  Naver,  and  Thurso  open  on  the 
11th  inst.,  the  Tay  follows  on  the  15th,  and  scon — but  not 
too  soon— the  other  streams  will  follow. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprovincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM)  AND  DISTRICT 

The  year  of  1896  has  now  passed  away,  but  it  has  left 
behind  some  sad  recollections  of  the  bad  sport  that  has  fell 
to  the  lot  of  a  great  number  of  Midland  anglers,  for 
taking  the  year  on  the  whole,  the  sport  has  been  of  the 
worst  description.  No  large  catches  of  fish  have  been 
recorded,  and  very  few  specimen  fish  have  been  taken 
This,  no  doubt,  has  been  due  to  the  long  spell  of  dry 
weather,  which  put  the  rivers  and  pools  in  a  very  ba 
condition.  It  caused  a  large  growth  of  weeds,  upon  whic 
the  fish  for  a  time  fed.  Following  the  dry  season  came 
the  seventy  days  rain.  This  prevented  the  members  gunj 
out,  and  also  put  the  waters  again  out  of  order.  The 
canal  anglers  have  also  been  very  unfortunate,  and  sport 
has  been  bad  with  them.  The  takes  of  fish  at  the  club 
contests  has  also  been  very  muoh  below  the  average. 
The  Sparkbrook  Club  holds  the  record  as  far  as  large 
take3  at  contests  are  concerned,  and  the  Severn  Street 
Schools  comes  next,  but  with  the  other  clubs,  from  about 
lib.  to  21b.  of  fish  have  carried  off  the  chief  prizes,  and  in 
many  instances  8oz.  or  9oz.  have  secured  the  first 
prizes,  although  the  contests  have  been  fished  in 
waters  that  have  been  well  stocked  with  fish. 
Every  fishing  station  on  our  travelling  cards  has  been 
visited,  but  no  water  has  been  fished  with  such  success  as 
that  of  the  river  Avon  at  Pershore.  Pool  fishing  has  also 
lean  very  disappointing,  with  ore  exception,  that  bciig 
the  pools  rented  by  the  Hawthorn  Club  ;  these  pools  have 
provided  good  sport  for  the  members  of  this  particular 
club,  but  had  the  season  been  better  sport  would  have 
been  much  bettor.  Empty  baskets  havo  been  the  orde  r 
of  things,  but  our  members  have  not  been  disheartened, 
and  we  all  hope  that  the  New  Year  will  -bring  about  a 
change,  and  that  we  may  havo  bettor  sport  an  1  more 
tight  lines— this  is  my  wish  to  all  readers  of  the  Finking 
Gazette.  The  St.  Thomas's  Club  have  met  with  a  severe 
loss  through  the  dishonesty  of  the  manager  of  the  house 
where  they  hold  their  meetings.  Previous  to  tha  holidays 
t lio  trustees  of  the  society  drew  from  the  P.O.  Bank  flu 
sum  of  about  £25,  to  meet  their  liibi'i'.ies.  This  was 
left  in  the  manager's  charge  for  th  3  secretary,  but  when 
the  secretary  werjt  to  the  clubhouse  for  the  money,  ho 
found  that  the  manager  and  money  hid  gone,  leaving 
no  trace  behind.  The  brewery  company  to  whom 
the  house  belongs  have  Teen  approacliel,  bu1;  up  to 
the  present  they  have  dena  nothing  in  the  matter. 
The  clubs  connected  with  the  association  will  per* 
haps  do  something  for  the  club,  'as  the  loss  wi  1  be 
a  sad  blow  to  them.  Mr.  Bourne,  of  Fazeley,  has 
given  up  the  canal  over  which  he  had  tho  rights  of  sub- 
letting ;  and,  as  a  consideration  to  the  clubs  when  1  I  hue  of 
tenancy  was  unexpired,  he  has  returned  them  a  portion  of 
their  rent.  Tickets  for  fishing  the  canal  can  now  bo 
obtained  from  Mrs.  Barratt,  at  the  Navigation  Inn, 
Fazeley.  The  St.  Paul's  Society  hold  their  annual  ball  at 
their  clubhouse,  the  Chapel  Hotel,  (treat  Charles-street, 
on  Monday  evening  last,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  aided 
to  the  prize  fund.  The  affair  was  ft  great  success,  and 
beats  all  previous  records.  The  committee  ate  t>  be  con- 
gratulated  upon  the  manner  ui  which  they,  one  and  all, 
wo-ked  ;  also  a  word  of  praise  is  due  to  ti  e  >e.?rctary,  Mr. 
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G.  TaVerner,  who  made  all  the  arrangements,  and  also 
acted  as  master  of  the  ceremonies.  We  have  had  a  very 
wet  holiday,  and  very  few  members  have  been  out,  and  as 
i  consequence  very  little  has  been  done.  The  last 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association  committee  will  be 
held  on  Thursday  evening  next.  The  new  committee  will 
be  electe  d  on  the  following  Thursday.  The  new  provincial 
travelling  cards  have  been  forwarded  to  the  branches  who 
only  require  the  privi'ege  of  travelling  on  the  G.W.R. 
The  Midland  cards  are  stamped  and  ready  for  issuing,  and 
the  others  are  being  officially  stamped  by  the  L.N.W.  and 
Great  Northern  companies. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE.) 

The  miserably  wet  weather  which  prevailed  during  the 
Christmas  holidajs  deterred  many  anglers  from  visiting 
the  rivers  and  drains  in  the  Fen  district.  In  crnsequence 
of  the  swollen  and  muddy  conditicn  of  the  waters  spoit  is 
at  an  erd  for  the  present,  but  as  they  were  fining  down 
again  on  Wednesday,  they  should,  in  the  atsence  of  further 
rainfall,  be  fishable  again  by  about  the  end  of  this  week. 
A  s  soon  as  the  opportunity  occurs  anglers  should  lose  no 
time  in  resuming  operations  amongst  the  pike,  for  there 
are  plenty  of  big  ones  to  be  captured  ou  the  Witham, 
Welland,  and  Forty-foot.  After  the  dispatch  of  last 
week's  notes  one  or  two  further  reports  came  to  hand, 
which  showed  that  pike  fishing  before  the  rainfall  was  no 
:  tinecure  on  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham,  where  the 
trolling  rod  had  been  accounting  for  four  and  five  brace 
of  fish  in  a  single  day. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

0  wing  to  the  weather  being  rather  unpropitious  during 
the  Christmas  holidays,  angling  has  not  been  one  of  the 
pleasantest  recreations  with  us,  and  the  heavy  showers  of 
rain  we  have  experienced  much  discoloured  the  water. 
Nevertheless,  a  few  good  fish  were  taken  during  that  time, 
both  in  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  and  the  top  stretches 
of  the  River  Hull,  and  amongst  the  best  fish  recorded  from 
the  latter  was  a  roach  scaling  lib.  (Joz.  A  few  pike  have 
aleo  been  taken.  The  codling  anglers  have  had  fair  sport 
on  the  River  Humber,  at  Stallingborough  and  Killing- 
holme.  The  George  and  Dragon  A.S.  held  their  annual 
dinner,  at  headquarters,  the  other  evening,  which  was  a 
most  enjoyable  affair.  The  president,  Mr.  R.  Green, 
occupied  the  chair.  At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Victoria  A.S.,  Mr.  Alfred  Wrightson  was  again  elected 
the  president ;  Mr.  H.  Sharp  being  elected  vice-president ; 
Mr.  C.  Wurr,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Eiley,  secretary. 
On  Monday  evening  last  the  St.  George's  Hall,  Hull,  was 
alive  with  anglers,  the  attraction  being  the  Clarence 
A.A.'s  annual  dance.  The  affair  was  rro3t  enthusiastic 
all  throughout.  On  the  same  evening  the  Old  Sculcoates 
A.S.  held  a  smoking  concert  at  headquarters,  the  pro- 
gramme being  an  interesting  one,  and  the  vocal  music  well 
rendered.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Horns  Angling  and 
Recreation  Society  took  place  at  the  Horns  Tavern,  Mail- 
borough  -  terrace,  Hull.  The  president  occupied  the 
chair ;  and,  after  partaking  of  a  most  excellent  repast,  the 
usuil  loyal  and  other  toasts  were  duly  honoured.  The 
annual  gathering  of  the  River  Hull  A.S.  will  take  place  at 
the  White  Horse  Hotel,  Carr-lane,  Hull,  on  Jan.  29. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Perhaps  no  county  can  lcok  back  on  the  past  year  with 
more  satisfaction  than  can  Lancashire,  for  from  the  first 
day  to  the  last  day  we  had  something  of  a  gratifying 
chiracter  to  be  thankful  for.  Early  in  the  year  we  had 
gcod  news  from  the  railway  companies  that  they  were 
restoring  our  privileges  in  travelling.  We  had  plenty  of 
matches,  but  we  must  have  more  stocking.  The  best 
thanks  of  every  fisherman  is  due  to  the  Conservators  of 
the  Kibble  for  their  good  work.  Several  districts  in  this 
county  will  start  off  1897  in  good  order,  in  addition  to  the 
promising  state  of  things  in  Manchester  and  Salford, 
Bolton  may  be  said  to  be  in  a  stronger  position  than  ever. 
The  St.  Helen's  Association  is  another  body  of  anglers 
who  go  into  1897  with  a  good  programme,  and  in  a  sound 
position  both  numerically  and  financially.  Still  another 
district  in  a  healthy  state  is  that  covered  by  the  local 
amalgamation  embracing  Stalybridge,  Ashton-under- 
Lyne,  Dukiufield,  and  Oldham.  Fishing  during  the 
recent  holidays  has  been  sadly  interfered  with  by  the 
weather,  many  waters  had  a  e  ating  of  ice  on  them  about 
*>iu.  thick. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Anglers  at  this  portion  of  the  country  have  not  fared 
;very  well  for  a  long  period,  and  during  the  holiday  week, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  outlook  was  rather  brighter,  there 
was  hardly  any  appreciable  improvement.  Since  the 
festive  occasion  angling  has  slowed  down  to  almost 
.nothing,  but  this  maybe  partly  attributed  to  the  extia- 
BorJinary  weather  with  which  we  have  been  treated.  Bain 
■  keeps  falling  with  the  utmost  pjrsistence,  and  it  takes 
but  a  few  hours'  downpour  to  swell  the  rivers  and 
streams  to  a  gnat  extent,  causing  the  waters  near 
Leicester  and  along  the  higher  parts  of  the  river 
Soar  to  become  alarmingly  flooded.  The  takes 
of  fish  have  been  comparatively  small,  and  the  sport 
;has  bean  left  almost  entirely  in  th3  hands  of  the 
professional  element,  who,  by  diut  of  great  perseverance 
and  a  kn  wledge  of  the  whereab  -utB  of  tl  e  haunts  of  the 
finny  tribes,  have  managed  to  ma'ie  fair  lots  of  spoil. 
Mr.  Eld  showed  91b.  of  roach  ;  Messrs.  Smith  and  Hobb3, 
71b.  each  (ortf  good  brace  in  the  basket  of  the  last 
""mentioned  weighing  21b.  4oz.).;  and  Messrs*  Ward  and 
riime  took  baskets  of"  good  fi:h,  Clb.  in  each  lot.  With 
the,  waters  In  such  an  unsatisfactory  state,  but  little  has 
leen  done  with  other  species  of  fish  which  are  usually 
o'.  t  lined  during  the  winter  months.  The  only  exception 
which  came  under  notice  at  the  Leicester  preserves  was  a 
nice  pike  scaling  Gjlb. ,  landed  by  Mr.  Foreman.  The 
,waters  at  the  district  resorts  are  in  even  a  worse  state 


than  is  the  case  close  to  the  town,  and  anglers  will  not 
venture  out  owing  to  the  repeated  disappointments  which 
they  have  lately  met  with  owing  to  the  streams  being  in  a 
constant  state  of  flood. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Some  little  interest  has  been  caused  by  an  inquiry 
respecting  the  date  of  the  formation  of  the  Salford 
Friendly  Anglers,  and  whether  it  once  existed  under  a 
different  name.  In  an  old  fly  book  a  member's  card  of 
over  .sixty  years  ago  (1834)  was  found,  and  if  this 
precious  relict  should  get  to  Salford  it  will  he  highly 
prized.  By  the  bye,  what  about  the  flies  found  in  this 
same  book  ?  They  would  certainly  be  interesting  to  fly 
fishers,  and  if  compared  with  those  tied  in  Manchester 
to-day,  would  show  if  we  have  advanced  in  the  art  since 
1834.  It  would  be  a  revelation  if  some  of  our  "recent 
patterns,"  much  praised  as  new,  were  found  to  be  old 
fossils  used  over  half  a  century  since.  Should  any  in- 
formation on  this  tune  come  to  hand,  the  F.  O.  shall  know. 
On  the  5th  the  Kingfishers  are  noted  for  their  annual 
meeting.  The  agenda  comprises  balance-sheet  and  election 
of  officers,  &c,  together  with  the  programme  for  next 
year.  On  the  8th  tli9  Board  of  Management  of  the 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  is  summoned  for  the  usual 
monthly  meeting.  The  12th  is  the  annual  meeting  of  our 
premier  society,  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association. 
Among  societies  recently  negotiating  dinners  may  be 
mentioned  the  Buckland,  Merry  Anglers,  Royal  Walton, 
Mess  Side  Socials,  Wellington,  and  Hanging  Gate.  All 
events  ai'e  reported  as  satisfactory.  Several  of  our  men 
have  tried  for  pike,  but  we  must  have  more  frost  for  sport 
to  improve.  During  the  past  year  several  clubs  have  died 
out.  We  have  also  several  new  clubs,  with  the  prospect  of 
more.  We  are  in  hopes  of  having  our  new  travelling  cards 
ready  for  distribution  early  in  January. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

There  Las  been  so  much  rain  during  the  last  few  days 
that  the  rivers  are  all  swollen,  and  the  broads  are  so  dis- 
coloured that  there  is  no  chance  of  any  sport  with  the  pike. 
The  wiEd,  too,  has  materially  helped  to  thicken  the  water 
and  make  it  unfishable.  The  only  sport  now  to  be  had  is 
with  the  roach ,  which  have  been  taken  in  some  numbers  in 
the  upper  reaches  of  both  Yare  and  Wensum.  In  that 
part  of  the  latter  stream,  immediately  above  Norwich  (and 
locally  called  the  Back  river),  some  splendid  roach, 
ranging  from  lib.  to  21b.  each,  have  been  taken  on  white 
paste. 

_  FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  is  again  running  in  flood,  and  angling  pur- 
suits must  be  quiet  for  at  least  a  few  days.  Christmas 
holiday  pike  fishers  had  no  chance  whatever  of  throwing 
either  line  or  trolling  bait  in  the  river,  which  began  to 
corre  on  on  Thursday,  or  the  day  preceding  Christmas 
Day.  Two  days  before  Mr.  E.  Peat  and  myself  ran  and 
landed  ten  pike,  best  lO^lb.,  in  the  King's  Mills 
length.  On  Boxing  Day  Mr.  S.  H.  Page,  of  Sherwood 
Rise,  Nottingham,  caught  a  grand  specimen  of  171b.  8oz. 
in  a  neighbouring  lake.  That  gent  leman  was  trolling  a 
dace,  and  hooked  the  fish,  with  one  hook,  just  in  the  side 
of  the  jaw.  He  showed  rare  fight,  and  wa3  not  brought 
safely  to  bank  under  three-quarters  of  an  tour's  play. 
The  fish  was  SThin.  in  length,  and  19in.  in  girth,  being  in 
splendid  condii  ion.  It  is  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Rose,  the 
local  taxidermist,  for  preservation  for  the  owner  of  the 
lake,  to  whom  it  was  given  by  the  angler.  Parties  were 
organised  for  Saturelay  at  Shardlow,  but  fishing  was  out 
of  the  question  owing  to  the  swollen  condition  of  the  river. 
Moreover,  the  day  was  wet,  and  we  have  had  considerable 
rain  since.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  valley  of  the  river 
was  flooded  for  miles. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  Christmas  holidays  are  over,  but  one  cannot  say 
that  they  have  been  entirely  successful  from  an  angling 
point  of  view.  The  weather  was  completely  against 
angliDg  just  befi  re  Christmas,  there  being  a  very  heavy 
fall  of  rain.  The  trips  that  left  the  cutlery  capital  on 
Christmas  Eve  were  fairly  well  patronised,  but  as  the 
weather  cleared  up  to  an  appreciable  extent  on  Saturday, 
that  led  a  gi  eater  number  of  people  to  set  out  for  the 
fishing  districts  in  the  neighbourhocd  of  Wisbech.  Some 
fairly  sa'isfactory  sport  has  been  obtained,  but  nothing  to 
what  would  have  been  expected  had  the  weather  been 
more  settled.  The  Witham  has  fished  fairly  well,  and 
some  good  takes  of  roach  have  been  obtained.  The  Idle 
has  been  well  patronised,  and  has  fully  maintained  its 
high  reputation.  In  the  swims  near  Retford  some 
exceedingly  nice  takes  of  dace  lave  been  secured, 
the  favourite  bait  having  been  maggots  and  cock- 
spur  worms.  A  few  grayling  have  also  fallen  to  the 
skill  of  local  anglers  in  this  water,  but  the  catches  have 
been  few  and  far  between.  In  the  Trent  Bine  fairly 
remunerative  sport  has  been  obtained,  but  the  heavy  rains 
have  militated  against  first  class  fishing.  At  Durham 
roach  fishers  have  been  favoured  wit'i  a  moderate  amount 
of  success,  but  nothing  out  of  the  common.  In  the 
Linco'n  district  of  the  Witham  several  Sheffield  anglers 
met  with  excellent  sport,  and,  aDgling  with  yellow  paste, 
secure d  some  very  heavy  takes  of  roach.  Some  1  irge  pike 
have  been  secured,  probably  the  best  that  have  been  taken 
from  thi3  water  durirg  the  whole  season.  In  the  Horn- 
castle  Canal  some  very  good  dace  fishing  has  been  obtained, 
Fishing  in  the  Chesterfield  and  Stockwith  Canal  has  not 
teen  attended  with  any  . very  great  success,  and  as  the 
weather  is  very  unsettled  prospects  do  not  look  very 
encouraging. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  rainfall  of  the  past  has  caused  a  considerable 
disturbance  in  the  r.vers  and  streams,  and  angling  again 
pretty  well  stopped.    The  only  sport  indulged  in  is  piko 
fishing  in  private  water,  which  has  been  very  succei  sful. 


F.^OM  YORK. 

The  weather  has  not  lean  very  favourab'e  for  argling 
during  the  past  week.  Not  oily  have  tie  rivers  been  more 
or  less  flooded  on  account  of  the  recent  rains,  but 
grayling,  owing  to  the  absence  of  frost,  have  not  baen 
eagerly  on  the  feed.  Still,  with  both  grayling  and  other 
coarse  fish  some  fairly  satisfactory  sport  has  been  obtained, 
the  former  bping  in  capital  condition  on  the  Whaife  and 
th.3  Yore.  The  most  successful  baits,  where  favourable 
conditions  existed,  have  been  the  Red  Tag,  Fog  Blsck, 
Honey  Dun  Bumble,  Grey  Palmer,  Apple  Green  Dun, 
and  Willow  Fly.  In  the  open  weather  prevailing  in 
some  localities  the  following  casts  should  prove  advan- 
tageous :  Golden  Crow  (tail  fly),  Smoke  Fly,  Blue  Midge, 
and  Pale  Silver  Dun.  The  Isaac  Walton  A.S.  has  just 
held  its  annual  dinner  at  the  Golden  Fleece,  York.  The 
toasts  included  "  All  Jolly  Anglers,"  the  evening  being 
largely  devoted  after  the  meal  to  the  relation  of  reminis- 
cences of  angling.  The  Fulford  Friendly  A. A.  have  held 
their  annual  meeting  at  the  Bay  Horse  Inn,  Fulford. 
when  Capt.  Key  was  re-elected  president,  and  votes  of 
thanks  were  accorded  to  the  donors  of  prizes,  to  thr> 
gent'emen  who  had  given  the  club  permission  to  fish,  and 
others. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

RAINBOW  TROUT  (S.  IRIDEUS). 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  Herr  Jaffe's  letter,  and  also 
the  letter  from  Mr.  Pendrigh,  re  rainbow  trout.  Having 
studied  these  fish  for  years,  I  should  like  to  say  something 
about  them.  First  of  all,  I  should  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  I  shall  be  very  glad  if  Mr.  Pendrigh,  or 
anyone  interested  in  the  subject,  would  pay  me  a  visit, 
when  I  could  show  them  rainbow  trout  of  all  ages,  and 
some  of  the  many  testimonials  we  have  received  about 
them. 

There  is  no  man  knows  more  about  these  trout  than 
Herr  Jaffe,  who  has  kept  exact  record  of  their  extra- 
ordinary growth  in  different  waters.  He  is  quite  right  in 
saying  they  are  not  char,  but  a  true  trout,  and  have 
nothing  in  common  vith  American  trout  (S.  fontinalis). 

First.  I  maintain  they  are  never  cannibals.  This  view 
is  also  taken  by  Mr.  Armistead,  Mr.  Appleford,  Herr 
Jaffe,  and  all  who  have  carefully  studied  them.  Lik}  all 
other  trout,  the  males  fight  in.  the  spawning  season,  bat 
eat  one  another  they  never  do. 

Secondly.  I  have  never  known  them  get  fungus.  One 
year,  at  the  Lunesdale  Fishery,  the  stock  began  to  die  of 
fungus  ;  the  fish  being  all  in  boxes,  in  the  bottom  or  lower 
boxes  were  kept  some  rainbow  trout,  and  although 
hundreds  of  the  other  sorts  were  djing  daily  of  this  dread 
scourge,  not  one  of  the  rainbows  was  lost,  although  the 
polluted  water  from  the  others  was  flowing  over  them. 

Thirdly.  They  are  the  gamest  fish  I  know  on  a  rod*,  and 
savage,  insatiable  feeders. 

Fourthly.  They  are  an  excellent  table  fish. 

Fifthly.  They  grow  with  amazing  rapidity,  much  more 
so  than  any  other  breed  of  trout.  I  had  a  letter 
last  week  from  a  customer  who  has  bought  live  fish  the 
last  seven  years,  and  he  says  the  rainbows  I  sent  him  were 
three  times  as  big  as  any  he  had  ever  bought  before. 
Although  hatched  three  months  later  they  quickly  surpass 
either  8.  fario  or  S.  levenensis  in  size. 

Lastly,  any  sort  of  water  seems  to  suit  them,  although 
they  thrive  best  in  deep  places.  In  places  where  water 
heats  up  to  a  temperature  that  kills  other  breeds,  rainbows 
take  no  harm. 

The  best  description  of  S.  fontinalis  is  given  by 
Livingston  Stone  in  his  well  known  book  "  Domestitated 
Trout,"  pages  215,  216,  and  217.  A  rainbow  trout  is 
totally  different  in  marking,  shape,  tni  habits,  and  its 
most  distinctive  chaiacteristic  in  colouring  is  the  broael 
baud  of  scarlet  running  along  its  sides  from  gill  to  tail, 
whilst  it  is  always  a  far  heavier  fish  for  its  length,  being 
thick  and  deep. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  send  you  or  Mr.  Pendrigh  specimens 
of  both  S.  irideus  and  S.  fontinalis  if  desired. 

Again  I  ask,  will  your  correspondent  or  any  of  your 
readers  pay  me  a  visit  and  judge  for  themselves  ?  Scorton 
is  our  station,  on  the  L.  and  N.W.  Railway,  midway 
between  Preston  and  Lancaster.  Anyone  interested 
dropping  me  a  postcard,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  them  met 
at  the  station. — I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Peter  Ormrod. 

Wyresdale  Fishery,  Scorton,  Lane,  Dec.  21,  1896. 

P.S. — Once  I  get  an  injunction  to  stop  the  Lancaster 
Corporation  from  again  fouling  my  river  and  killing  the 
fish  as  they  did  last  year,  1  am  going  to  stock  it  with  rain- 
bows, also  the  Grizdale  reservoir  above.  The  Brock  river, 
near  by  here,  has  already  been  stocked  with  rainbows. 


THE  SALMON  A  SALT  WATER  FISH. 

Sir, — May  1  ask  Dr.  Patterson,  on  behalf  of  that  section 
of  his  audience — a  numerous  one — not  well  versed  in  the 
scientific  side  of  this  discussion,  for  a  little  more  elucidation 
of  the  theories  he  has  proposed  and  the  conclusions  ho  bai 
arrived  at.  For  we  havo  a  very  practical  interest  in  the 
maiter,  and  ha\e  lately  been  endeavouring  to  dwell  as 
much  as  possible  on  the  fresh  water  side  of  the  ejuebtion 
viz.,  in  the  contest  that  has  been  going  on  in  the  papers  o 
angling  versus  netting  for  salmon. 

For  the  sake  of  brevity,  I  will  refer  only  to  tho  con- 
cluding paragraph  and  summing  up  of  tho  lecture  as 
reported  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  paragraph  runs  as 
follows  :  "  Now,  what  would  cause  a  fish  to  degenerate  in 
its  natural  element  ?  Nothing,  except  disease,  lhorefore 
I  ■  ■  Li  in  tr.e  -a  i  in'  n  is  a  sea  fish," 
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The  theory  hero  is  condensed  into  a  nutshell,  and  can  be 
refuted  in  almobt  as  small  a  spuoe.    Salmon  do  degenorato 
in  salt  almost  as   much  as  in  fresh   water  when  the 
spawning  season  is  at  hand.     As  an  instance,  salmon 
coming  into  the  Scotch  Doe  in  October,  with  sea  lice  on 
them,  are  soft,  flabby,  and  entirely  without  curd;  the 
hen  fish  aro  filled  out  with  roe,  which  gives  them  a  good 
appearance  not  justified  when  they  come  to  the  table. 
They  are  sold  about  the  riverside  at  some  4d.  per  lb. — as 
good  a  proof  of  degeneration  as  ncod  be  desired.  They 
aro  bright  in  colour,  but,  not  brighter  than  a  well  mended 
kelt  in  spring.    As,  then,  salmon  degenerate  in  salt  water, 
and  recover  their  appearance,  but  not  their  weight,  in 
fresh  water,  it  seems  probable  that  the  saltness  of  the  sea 
has  little  to  do  with  the  matter,  but  the  abundant  food 
supply  a  very  great  deal.     Conclusion  No.  1  states : 
"Because  its  ancestors  were  marine."     This  refers  to 
fossil  forms  in  the  chalk.    Were  the  elements  of  tho  chalk 
washed  down  into  the  sea  from  land ;  is  it  impossible 
that  remains  of  fish  were  carried  down  as  well  ?    Was  the 
sea  salt  in  the  chalk  age  ?  Does  science  take  it  for  granted 
that  no  fish  existed  because  no  lacustrine  or  alluvial  deposits 
were  formed  then  of  a  suitable  nature  to  give  evidence 
now  ?    All  this  may  be  the  ABC  of  a  tcientist,  but  in 
stating  scientific  facts  in  popular  lectures  allowance  must 
be  made  for  the  capacity  of  the  audience.    2.  "  Because 
its  relation  is  to  purely  fresh  waters  members  of  the  same 
family  as  that  of  a  rich  to  a  poor  relation."  This,  again,  is 
not  the  whole  truth.    Wherever  fresh  water  exists  in  large 
masses,  brown  trout  grow  to  salmon  size.    Even  in  our 
own  small  sheets  of  water  trout  over  301b.  -weight  have 
been  caught.    The  big  trout  of  the  Continental  lakes  are 
proverbial.    In  North  America,  where  fresh  water  exists 
in  bulk  in  some  sort  comparable  to  the  sea,  trout  of  the 
size  of  the  largest  salmon  exist.    My  brother,  Warburton 
Pike,  author  of  "Through  the  Barren  Grounds,"  saw  a 
trout  taken  from  the  Slave  Lake  weighed  to  over  601b.  in 
a  Hudson  Bay  port,  and  assisted  at  the  capture  of  even 
larger  ones  where  it  was  impossible  to  weigh  them.  This, 
again,  is  evidence  that  food  and  not  salt  water  lias  reference 
to  size.   3.  "  Because  lie  himself  degenerates  if  debarred 
from  the  sea,  unless  under  very  special  conditions."  Food 
or  absence  of  food  determine  the  whole  case.  Young 
salmon  in  New  Zealand  rivers  have  apparently  turned 
into  brown  trout  of  salmon  size,  and  do  not  go  near 
the  sea  at  all.    I  do  not  refer  to  this  as  a  proved  fact ;  it 
appears  to  be  probable,  and  notice  must  be  taken  of  it. 
1.  "Because  he  is  related  to  purely  marine  forms."  The 
author  says  the  brown  trout  is  a  salmon.    I  have  shown 
that,  given  space  and  food,  a  brown  trout  develops  as 
well  in  fresh  water  as  a  salmon  in  the  sea.  Why,  then,  are 
we  to  consider  this  fish  as  a  purely  marine  one  ?  5. 
1  Because  he  is  not  affected  by  salt  water."    I  must  here 
object  to  Dr.  Patterson's  definition  of  salt  water.  He 
includes  brackish  water  as  salt  water  when  it  suits  lis 
purpose ;  but  when  an  adventurous  dace  presumes  to  go 
into  it,  brackish  water    at  once  becomes  fresh.  6. 
"  Because  many  marine  fishes  spawn  in  fresh  water, 
whereas  no  freshwater  fishes  spawn  in  the  sea."  Here 
for  once  we  have  science  on  our  side.    It  defines  a  salmon 
ps  a  salt  water  fish  which  is  born  in  a  river,  lives  at  sea, 
and  returns  to  a  river  to  spawn.    Surely  then  the  converse 
of  this  is  true  ;  i.e.,  a  fish  which  is  born  in  tin  sea  lives  in 
a  river,  and  returns  to  the  sea  to  spawn,  must  be  a  fresh 
water  fish.    A  common  eel  does  all  this,  and,  therefore 
contradicts  No.  6.    Dr.  Patterson  has  come  in  on  the  top 
of  the  wave  of  modern  scientific  opinion,  which  tends 
towards  showing  that  the  salmon  family  are  one  fish, 
which  will  mo3t  likely  prove  to  be  correct.    He  wants  to 
go  one  better,  and  have  a  Pattersonian  theory  of  his  own, 
that  the  salmon  is  purely  a  salt  water  fish.    Science  may 
prove  the  ancestor  to  have  been  marine,  which  brings  us 
to  the  herring,  and  the  sea  may  take  the  credit.  Fresh 
water  turned  the  herring  into  the  salmon,  and  should 
have  credit,  too.    The  salmon  has  a  dual  nature,  being 
the  product  of  two  ihings,  and  neither  tho  sea  nor  the 
river  can  claim  him  for  their  own.— Yours,  &c, 
Veere,  Walcheren,  Holland.  T\  M  Pike 


HOOKS  FOR  SEA  TROUT  FISHING. 

Sir, — I  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  or  any  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  could  tell  me  the  best  flight  of 
hooks  to  spin  with  natural  sand  eel  for  white  trout.  I 
fish  a  sea  estuary  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  and  I  find 
that  with  the  "Archer,"  "Chapman,"  and  "Bedford" 
Spmners  I  lose  a  great  many  large  fish— several  last  season 
from  51b.  to  71b.  They  are  delicate  in  the  mouth,  and  the 
triangles  seem  to  tear  right  out.  I  have  tried  larger 
triangles,  but  I  don't  run  as  many  fish  as  with  small  ones. 
How  would  a  large  single  hook  and  a  lip  hook  answer  p  I 
do  most  of  my  fishing  trolling  from  a  curragh.— Yours 
tr»}y>  ,  D.  J.  W.  Edwardes. 

[Our  correspondent  should  certainly  try  the  single  hook, 
but  it  looks  as  if  he  was  too  hard  on  his  fish,  and  used  too 
stiff  a  top.  He  might  try  putting  a  foot  of  strong  elastic 
(the  round  silk  covered  is  best)  between  his  trace 
and  his  reel  line— a  useful  dodge,  first,  we  believe 
recommended  by  Dr.  Brunton  in  our  columns  nearly 
twenty  j  ears  ago  ;  he  recommended  it  when  fly  fishing  for 
soft-lipped  fish  like  grayling.— Ed.] 

DEVON  MINNOWS. 

Dear  Sir,— Will  "Black  Hackl*  "  kindly  say  where 
Devon  minnows,  l^in.  to  l&in.  long,  and  weighing  f.drs. 
avoirdupois,  can  be  obtained,  as  described  by  him  Oct  6  s 
—Yours  faithfully,  j,  R,  B 

Sorrento,  Italy.   1 

Sir,— Would  "Black  Hackle"  kindly  tell  where  his 
Devon  Minnows,  lT'Hin.  to  1-Jin.  long,  and  to  weigh  6drs. 
ayowdupois,  are  to  be  obtained,  mounted  or  otherwise  and 
oblige.— Yours,  &o.,  J,  R,  Baen8, 


INFORMATION  WANTED  AS  TO  CAPTURE  OF 
LARGE  PIKE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  extremely  obliged  if  any  of 
your  readers  could  furnish  me  with  a  list  of  any  pike  of 
remarkable  size  which  have  been  caught  within  their 
memory.  Also  of  authenticated  specimens  since  1800.  If 
space  will  not  admit  of  a  list  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  I 
should  esteem  it  a  favour  to  receive  such  communication 
by  post. 

Any  interesting  details,  mode  of  capture,  successful 
angler,  and  water  in  which  the  fish  were  captured  would 
be  very  acceptable.  Apologising  for  troubling  you. — 
Yours,  &c,  Inverurie. 

Keith  Hall,  Inverurie,  Aberdeenshire. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  SALMON  RIVERS. 

Sir, — Could  any  of  your  numerous  correspondents  give 
me  the  names  of  all  rivers  in  England  and  Wales  from 
which  salmon  are  in  the  habit  of  toing  taken,  or  state 
where  I  c(  u'd  procure  such  information  ?  By  so  doing 
would  greatly  oblige — Yours,  &c,       Geo.  Kempster. 

Vyrnyw  House,  Llansaintffraid,  Montgomeryshire. 


YARMOUTH  SEA  FISHING  REPORT. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  asked  by  my  members  to  write  to  you 
about  the  reports  written  by  "A.  R.  M.,"  under  the 
heading  of  "  Sea  Fishing,"  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  They 
are  very  often  wrong  and  misleading.  For  instance,  in 
last  week's  issue  the  report  states  that  the  Yarmouth 
Piscatorials  were  to  fish  a  match  on  Breydon  on  Boxing 
Day,  whereas  the  match  was  fixed  and  took  place  in  the 
harbour.  The  Piscatorials  have  not  fixed  a  contest  on 
Breydon  this  season.  The  report  further  states  that  at 
the  Sons  of  Neptune  match  on  the  20th  only  one  prize 
was  won,  and  this  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  H.  L.  Taylor  with 
two  fish,  weighing  21b.  8oz.  and  fib.  Now,  both  these 
statements  are  wrong,  for  eight  of  our  members  weighed- 
in  fish  and  won  prizes,  and  five  other  prizes  were  presented 
in  another  way  to  five  more  of  the  competitors.  The 
weight  given  as  being  caught  by  Mr.  Taylor  is  also 
incorrect. 

If  "  A.  R.  M."  is  a  member  of  the  Yarmouth  clubs,  he 
does  not  often  attend,  I  should  imagine,  or  he  would  know 
more  about  them ;  but  if  he  gets  his  information  second- 
hand he  should  see  that  it  is  correct  before  publishing  it. — 
Yours  faithfully,  E.  W.  B. 

FAIRY  (?)  RINGS,  &c. 
Dear  Sir, — In  a  meadow  at  Lower  Tooting,  where  a  red 
cow  with  "crumpled  horns"  grazes,  dark  round  bits  of 
coarse  grass  have  been  seen.  Now,  it  might  seem  un- 
poetical  to  suggest  that  these  enlarged  tufts  of  grass  are 
possibly  caused  by  the  cowdung  having  been  left  un'ouched, 
and  perhaps  the  small  amount  of  ammonia  might  have 
helped  to  stain,  so  to  speak,  the  roots,  and  thus,  together 
with  the  very  un-"  fairy  "-like  ring,  or  round  of  manure, 
caused  the  bit  of  hertage  to  grow  rank?  It  might  to 
some  persons  read  strange  that  red  spinners  which  are  not 
red  have  for  several  years  been  observed  in  the  writer's 
small  plot  of  grass  only  a  few  feet  from  the  meadow 
named.  Very  dark  purple,  if  not  black,  are  the  wings  of 
the  red  spinners  before  they  can  well  fly,  or  "  spin,"  but 
the  sun  possibly  causes  the  change  to  the  adult  partridge's 
tail-redness,  and  then  the  fly  commences  its  joyous 
spinning.  About  this  time— just  before  the  earliest' of  the 
hay-mowing— a  March  Brown  or  two  will  fly  by  in  its 
short  flight  till  it  drops  on  evergreen  or  other  foliage. 
Perhaps  the  problem — Are  toadstools  proper  ever  seen  in 
the  absence  of  toads  being  close  by  ?  The  writer  has  had 
toads  in  his  little  garden  and  grass  plot ;  and  about  the 
end  of  September  pure  white  "  button  "  shaped  fungi  have 
appeared,  which,  if  left  alone,  grow  spindly,  and  die  away. 
These  toads  have  bred;  and  on  taking  a  young  toad  in 
one's  hand,  it  will  generally  leap  a  good  distance  off,  so 
far,  indeed,  that  it  is  difficult  to  know  where  the  little 
"  lepper  "  lands  !  But  when  obesity  sets  in,  and  the  serious 
business  of  life  commences,  though  it  can  catch  beetles,  its 
leaping  is  at  an  end. — Yours,  &c,  W.  Frv. 


THE  POT. 

Dear  Sir, — Dr.  Johnson  in  a  letter  to  Langton  acknow- 
ledges a  present  of  game  from  him.  "The  pheasant  I 
"gave  to  Mr.  B-ichardson,  the  bustard  to  Dr.  Lawrence,  and 
the  pot  I  placed  with  Miss  Williams  to  be  eaten  by 
myself."    What  is  the  "  pot "?— Yours,  &c,  Mona. 

A  PLEA  FOR  THE  MEDWAY. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reference  to  the  letter  of  Dec.  5,  which 
appeared  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  headed 
"A  Plea  for  the  Medway,"  I,  as  lion,  secretary  of  the 
Maidstone  Angling  Society,  would  like  to  have  a  few 
words  to  say.  Mr.  H.  Tyler,  secretary  United  Brothers' 
Angling  Society,  says  that  £5  5s.  was  sent  to  our  society 
some  four  or  five  years  ago,  which  is  perfectly  true ;  and, 
further,  he  goes  on  to  say,  that  if  the  Maidstone  people 
had  been  up  to  business  no  doubt  £10  10s.  would  have 
been  the  subscription  the  following  year,  and  if  tho  secre- 
tary was  a  little  more  energetic  a  subscription  would  not 
be  out  of  place.  Now,  this  is  not  the  first  time  that  this 
£5  5s.  has  appeared  in  public  print,  and  he  seems  to  think, 
and  wants  to  make  the  public  believe,  that  we  do  little  or 
nothing  to  preserve  the  Medway.  My  being  auditor  at 
that  time,  I  certainly  do  not  think  it  just  on  his  part  to 
accuse  either  Mr.  Emery  or  myself.  It  was  no  fault  on  our 
part  that  the  recaipt  was  sent  to  the  Central  Association,  it 
coming  from  Mr.  Ghurney ;  and,  in  looking  through  the 
minute  book,  I  find  that  it  reads  thus  :  "  Proposed  by  Mr. 

:  Brewer,  seconded  by  Mr.  P.  Wells,  that  we  write  the 
Central  Association,  the  Woolwich  Brothers,  and  Deptford 


Brothers'  Associations  as  to  the  preservation  of  the 
Medway,"  as  our  funds  were  nearly  exhausted — April  21, 
1891 — and  all  of  us  were  under  the  impression  that  it  did 
come  from  the  Central  Association,  and  I  think  I  sha1!  be 
able  to  show  that  it  has  teen  well  spent  for  the  object  for 
which  it  was  sent.  We  also  got  from  the  Howich  Brothers 
103.,  10s.  6d.  from  the  Woolwich  Brothers,  10s.  6d.  from 
the  Peckham  Brothers,  which  amounts  to  £6  lGs.  Now 
out  of  that  amount  the  following  has  been  paid  : 


£  s.  d. 

Conviction  at  Yalding,  June  1G,  1891, 

P.C.  Kirby   1    0  0 

Railway  fare,  ditto    1  6 

Messrs.  Norton  and  Sons,  solicitors, 

ditto   2   2  0 

Reward  to  P.C.'s  Wilson  and  Oipin, 

June  28,  1892,  Maidstone   10  0 

Reward  to  Mr.  Agent,  station-master 

Wateringbury,  for  otter    10  0 

Posting  reward  bills,  re  destruction  of 

fish,  Teston,  Aug.  15,  1893   10  0 

Posting  caution  bills,  &c,  from  1891  to 

1896   1    5  0 

Reward  to  Mr.  Ruck  for  conviction  at 

Maidstone,  Feb.  19,  1896   5  0 

Total   6   3  6 


And  we  still  have  a  balance  left  for  preserving  the  river 
of  £3  Is.  Now,  as  to  doing  little  or  nothing,  as  he  seems 
to  think,  I  must  say  a  little  more.  There  was  a  time 
when  we  could  keep  a  bailiff  on  the  river,  and  it  is  for  the 
want  of  funds  that  we  cannot  do  so  now,  but  all  our 
members  are  keepers,  and  are  on  the  look  out  all  through 
the  year,  and  we  have  friends  up  the  river  who  are  con- 
stantly on  the  look  out  for  us  ;  and  on  the  first  Sunday  in 
the_  close  season  one  of  our  members  can  be  seen  taking 
train  from  Maidstone  to  Paddock  Wood,  from  thence  to 
East  Lock,  and  from  there  tramp  down  the  banks  of  the 
Medway  with  paste  pot  and  bills,  sticking  them  up  in 
every  conspicuous  place  that  the  eye  can  see— a  distance  of 
not  less  than  fifteen  miles  for  the  magnificent  sum  of  5s. — 
bills  offering  a  reward  of  £1  on  conviction  of  anyone  fish- 
ing illegally ;  and  if  Mr.  H.  Tyler  has  ever  been  up  the 
Medway  he  must  have  seen  them,  and  it  is  for  the  want  of 
funds  that  we  cannot  do  more  than  we  do  ;  and  in  con- 
clusion I  might  state  that  the  members  of  the  Maidstone 
Angling  Society  would  only  be  too  pleased  to  co-operato 
with  the  London  angling  societies  to  preserve  the  river 
Medway  better  than  it  is  at  the  present  time,  and  to  pro- 
mote that  friendly  feeling  which  ought  to  exist  between 
members  of  the  different  angling  societies  that  frequent 
the  waters  of  the  Medway ;  and  I  hope  that  the  letter  sent 
by  Mr.  H.  Tyler  will  not  be  misread  by  your  numerous 
readers.  We  also  have  a  re-stocking  fund,  and,  as  secre- 
tary, I  paid  on  D.c.  11,  1894,  £2  10s.  for  1000  rudd,  and 
the  consignor  put  in  the  Medway  1200.  besides  other 
catches  which  members  of  the  Maidstone  Angling  Society 
have  turned  in  the  Medway  ;  and  if  the  Tonbridge  Angling 
Society  are  able  to  keep  up  two  or  three  keepers  on  the 
Medway  from  Tonbridge  to  Wateringbury,  as  Mr.  H.  T. 
says,  so  much  the  better,  and  we  shall  be  only  too  glad  to 
give  them  our  support,  and  help  them  to  the  best  of  our 
ability. — Yours,  &o.,         Richard  Skinner, 

Hon.  Sec.  Maidstone  Angling  Society. 

Anchor  and  Hope,  Bower-lane. 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

I  have  received  the  following  additional  subscriptions, 
which  I  beg  thankfully  to  acknowledge  :  One  guinea  from 
the  Anglers'  Association;  one  pound  from  Capt.  H.  B. 
Scrivener ;  half  a  guinea  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Harrison,  J.P.  ; 
ten  shillings  from  the  Friendly  Anglers ;  five  shillings  each 
from  Messrs.  W.  F.  Grimmett,  A.  Woodroof,  and  T.  and 
A.  Stroud,  and  the  Blue  Anchor  Angling  Society, 
Kingston  ;  half  a  crown  each  from  the  Silver  Trout  A.  S., 
West  London  A.S.,  United  Brothers  A.S.,  Blackfriors 
A.S.,  and  Messrs.  F.  Sands,  C.  Sadier,  T.  Crumplen. 
S.  Peet,  A.  R.  Matthews,  Major  Terry,  Dr.  Coates,  and 
John  Mayo ;  three  shillings  and  sixpence  fiom  the 
Clapham  Junction  A.S. ;  and  half  a  crown  from  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  I  am  still  wanting  very  much 
more,  and  I  feel  sanguine  of  a  successful  realisation,  as  1 
have  never  failed  yet  in  getting  all  I  want.  I  have  only  to* 
ask  those  who  aro  ready  to  respond,  to  do  it  at  once,  both 
anglers  and  clubs.  W.  H.  Brougham,  Sec 

Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow,  Dec.  30,  1896. 


The  Royal  Aquarium  holiday  programme  has  been  most  t 
successful  and  that    popular    establishment  has  been 
crowded  throughout  the  week.    The  entertainments  will 
be   repeated   next  week,  and   seekers  of  amusement  . 
will  find  a   continuous   succession  of  entertainments^ 
from  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  olose  on  midnight,  ^ 
embracing  every  variety  of  stage  turns — with  aerial  wonders',  I 
a_  marvellous  dive  in  a  burning  sack,  remarkable  living  I 
pictures,  and  ladies'  bicyclo  races — provided  for  their  I' 
enjoyment.  jl 


A  Grand  Speculation,  in  theso  days  of  financial  unrest,  is  n  i 
rare  thing  for  people  with  spare  capital  to  come  acios.    It  is. 
therefore,  refreshing  to  know  that  in  purchasing  a  box  or  | 
Holloway's  Pills,  good  valuo  for  money  can  be  oblainrd.    They  l 
never  fail  to  (five  instant  relief  from  pain,  and  no  disease  c  an \vag\  I 
withstand  their  purifying  influence.    A  few  appropriate  doses  at,'  I 
the  proper  period  will  prevent  many  a  Berious  IIIucrs.    Their'  J 
primary  action  is  upon  the  blood,  Rtomaeh,  liver,  kidneys  am  1 
bowels.    Their  secondary  action  strengthens  the  nervous  centres.  .1 
No  drug  can  be  so  harmless  yot  so  antagonistic  to  disorders 
caused  by  brain  worry.   The  most  perfect  reliance  may  be  placed 
upon  their  regulating  and  renovating  virtues. 
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NOTICE. 
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Ingling  and  club  gossip. 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  9th,  1897. 


THE  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 


rACHTlNG  AND  FISHING  EXHIBITION 


On  page  21  will  be  found  some  particulars  of  the 
Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  to  be  opened 
in  May  next  at  the  Imperial  Institute. 

Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  has  been  invited  by  H.R.H.  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  join  the  "  Committee  of  Advice  " 
now  being  formed  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
upon  the  measures  necessary  to  successfully 
arrange  for  and  carry  out  the  Exhibition.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  Captain  H.R  H. 
the  Duke  of  York,  K.G. 


SALMON  HISTORY.* 


Mr.  Stone  has,  however,  given  us  a  full  account 
of  the  history  of  this  venture  from  its  inception 
in  1872  up  to  the  present  date.  And  not  only  has 
the  bare  history  of  this  magnificent  piscicultural 
experiment  been  related,  but  also  statistics,  results, 
and  natural  history  notes  are  added,  and  the  whole 
letterpress  is  compiled,  formulated,  and  edited  by 
the  organiser  of  the  scheme,  who  for  twenty  out 
of  twenty-four  years  has  had  sole  charge  of  the 
great  hatching  station  at  Baird,  on  the  McCloud 
River. 

For  many  years  the  salmon  ova,  partially 
hatched,  were  sent  over  in  large  quantities  to  the 
Eastern  States,  and  the  young  fry  turned  out. 
At  the  proper  time  they  proceeded  to  the  sea,  and 
never  returned.  This  is  an  interesting  fact,  when 
taken  into  conjunction  with  the  hitherto  abortive 
attempts  made  to  rear  adult  Salmo  solar  in  New 
Zealand  waters. 

Mr.  Stone  gives  many  hypotheses  to  account  for 
this  fact. 

However,  this  may  be  as  the  author  says  :  "  One 
thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  that  these  millions  of 
salmon  have  disappeared  as  completely  from  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  and  its  tributaries  as  if  they  had 
all  been  devoured  years  ago  by  the  monsters  of 
the  deep." 

Since  1892  then  the  great  hatching  stations 
have  been — save  as  regards  trout — operated 
solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  with 
practical  results  which  are  most  gratifying.  In 
the  words  of  the  writer :  "  Since  1892  the  salmon 
pack  at  the  canneries  has  steadily  increased,  while 
at  the  same  time  there  has  been  a  much  larger 
demand  for  salmon  in  the  markets  of  the  State." 

To  our  fishery  authorities  would  that  we 
could  say,  "Go  and  do  likewise;"  but,  alas! 
while  decentralisation  and  poverty  are  the  prin- 
cipal attributes  of  our  fishery  government,  such  a 
course  is  impossible.  Those  who  remember  the 
heroic  efforts  of  Buckland  and  others  in  the  same 
direction  will  sorrow  as  much  as  we  do  over  the 
decadence  of  our  British  fisheries. 

The  valuable  notes  on  the  natural  history  of  the 
quinnat  will  be  read  by  all  with  profit.  It  could 
have  been  wished,  however,  that  some  descriptive 
matter  had  accompanied  the  beautiful  figures  of 
quinnat,  steelhead,  and  rainbow  trout  contained 
in  this  work. 

The  whole  publication  is  a  credit  alike  to  the 
author  and  the  United  States  Government,  and 
is,  indeed,  a  valuable  addition  to  our  knowledge  of 
the  American  Salmonidx  ;  and  still  further  adds 
to  the  reputation  of  a  man  whom  we  may  almost 
claim  as  one  of  our  most  distinguished  piscicultural 
scientists.  X. 


Any  contribution  from  the  pen  of  the  writer  of 
I  Domesticated  Trout"  will  be  read  with  interest 
by  all  interested  in  the  salmon  family  in  this 
country.  The  bare  fact  certainly  was  known  that 
something  had  been  done  during  the  past"  few 
years  to  breed  artificially  from  the  Pacific  salmon 
and  to  introduce  a  new  strain,  not  only  into 
Eastern  North  American  waters,  but  into  portions 
of  the  world,  not  only  where  Salmo  salar  alone 
existed,  but  also  where  no  migratory  salmonoid 
had  ever  been  successfully  reared. 

*  The  Artificial  Propagation  of  Salmon  on  the  Paciti 
Bfoaitof  the  United  States,  with  Notes  on  thi  Natural 
'  History    of    the    Quinnit    Salmon.      lly  Livingston 

Stone,  A.M.    United  States  Government  Printing  Office 

Waehiogton,  U.S.A.,  18W>. 


INFORMATION  AS  TO   THE  CAP- 
TURE OF  LARGE  PIKE. 


1878,  Feb.,  291b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Norwich,  by  Mr.  English. 

1878,  Feb.  4,  221b,,  caught  with  paternoster,  in 
rlvei-  Frome,  Dorset,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1878,  Feb.  17,  221b.,  caught  with  gorge  tackle, 
at  Bardnev,  river  Witham. 

1878,  Feb.  23,  301b.,  caught  with  pike  fly,  in 
Lough  Erne,  Ireland,  captor  not  known. 

1878,  Feb.  24,  361b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Norwich,  by  Mr.  F:  Thorne. 

1878,  Feb.  27,  231b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Petworth,  Sussex,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1878,  March  14,  22Jlb.,  caught  with  paternoster, 
near  Chippenham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1879,  Feb.  14,  21|lb.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Petworth,  Sussex,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1879,  Feb.,  24lb.,  caught  in  Eastwell  Park,  Kent, 
by  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh. 

1879,  Feb.  28,  24|lb.,  caught  near  Chippenham, 
by  Mr.  Pallinson. 

1879,  Sept.  4,  371b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Amersham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1880,  March  8,  221b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Petworth,  Sussex,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1880,  April  10,  271b.,  caught  at  Halberton,  by 
Mr.  Frost. 

1882,  Jan.  3,  231b.,  caught  with  snap,  in  river 
Frome,  Dorset,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1882,  Feb.  23,  30rUb.,  caught  with  paternoster, 
near  Glynde,  Sussex,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1883,  July  2,  241b.,  caught  with  worm  while 
barbel  fishing  in  Marlow  Pool,  Thames,  by  Mr. 
J.  Bedford. 

1883,  Nov.  27,  24£lb.,  caught  near  Norwich,  by 
Mr.  English. 

1884,  Jan.  19,  231b.,  caught  with  paternoster, 
near  Chippenham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1884,  Jan.  19,  211b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Chippenham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1884,  Jan.  19,  20|lb.,  caught  with  snip,  near 
Chippenham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1884,  Jan.  19,  19|lb.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Chippenham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1884,  Jan.  19,  191b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Chippenham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1887,  Feb.  15,  261b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Chippenham,  by  R.  B.  Marston. 

1887,  Feb.  15,  231b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Chippenham,  by  Mr.  S.  W.  Searle. 

1887,  Feb.  15,  221b.,  caught  with  paternoster, 
near  Chippenham,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1892,  331b.,  caught  in  Lough  Mask,  Ireland,  by 
Mr.  W.  F.  Laurie. 

1893,  371b.,  caught  in  river  Shannon,  Ireland, 
and  presented  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston. 

1896,  Feb.  19,  201b.,  caught  with  worm  on 
gut  perch-paternoster,  near  Chippenham,  by  A. 
Jardine. 

1896,  Feb.  19,  181b.,  caught  with  snap,  near 
Chippenham,  by  A.  J ardine. 

1898,  Nov.  22,  301b.,  caught  in  Dagenham  Lake, 
Essex,  by  Mr.  Waller.         Alfred  Jardine. 


In  your  last  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Jan.  2, 
Lord  Inverurie  seeks  information  relative  to 
specimen  pike  of  remarkable  size,  caught  "  within 
the  memory  of  your  readers,"  with  the  waters 
where  captured,  modes  employed,  names  of  the 
anglers,  authentic  weights,  and  interesting  details 
(if  any).  I  have  pleasure  in  furnishing  him  with 
the  following  list,  which  no  doubt  other  anglers 
can  supplement. 

I  have  given  but  three  Irish  pike,  not  being 
able  to  authenticate  the  weights  of  others  caught 
there. 

1869,  Oct.,  281b.,  caught  in  Loch  Awe,  by  Mr. 
G.  Rooper. 

1870,  April  2,  321b  ,  caught  in  Norfolk,  captor 
not  known. 

1874,  Oct.,  351b.,  netted  in  Rapley  Lake,  Bag 
shot  Park  (see  "  Buckland's  Fishes  "). 

1875,  Jan.,  26Jlb.,  caught  with  snap  tackle,  in 
Thames,  Hampton  Deeps,  by  Mr.  Luton. 

1876;  Jan.  2,  211b.,  caught  with  snap,  in  river 
Frome,  Dorset,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1876,  July,  201b.,  caught  with  gut  perch-patei 
noster,  in  Thames,  Marlow,  by  Mr.  Wm.  Ritchie. 

1877,  Jan.  5,  21. Ub.,  caught  with  snap,  in 
Thames,  Sonning,  by  A.  Jardine. 

1877,  Jan.  24,  361b.,  caught  with  snap,  at 
Maidstone,  Kent,  by  A.  Jardine. 
•    1878,  Jan.  3,  20.Ub.,  caught  with  snap,  in 
Thames,  Sonning,  by  A.  Jardine. 

"1878,  Jan.  30,  27Mb.,  caught  with  paternoster 
in  Thames,  Hampton  Deeps,  by  Mr.  Barker. 


PRESENTATION  TO   A  LONDON 
PUBLISHER. 


Last  June  an  International  Congress  of 
Publishers  wa3  held  in  Paris,  and  was  attended 
by  several  English  delegates,  Mr.  Edward  Marston 
being  of  the  number.  As  a  souvenir  of  his  visit 
to  the  French  capital  Mr.  Marston  has  just 
received  an  exceedingly  handsome  service  de 
Sevres,  with  an  official  letter  from  the  Minister  of 
Commerce  begging  his  acceptance  of  the  gift.' 
This  evidence  of  goodwill  towards  England ,  is 
peculiarly  gratifying  to  members  of  the  book 
trade,  who  are  naturally  pleased  to  see  one  of 
themselves  so  honoured.  Mr.  Marston,  the  head 
of  the  firm  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston,  and  Co  , 
Limited,  was  one  of  the  London  committee  which 
did  so  much  to  relieve  the  distressed  of  Paris,  in 
1871  by  sending  thein  food.  For  that  service  he 
was  awarded  a  gold  medal  and  elected  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Cercle  de  la  Librarie.  The  hitter 
distinction  is  very  rare  indeed.—  Westminster 
Gazette. 


We  notice  that  Sir  Henry  E.  Roscoe,  F.R.S., 
D.C.L.,  has  accepted  the  post  of  English  Adviser 
of  the  Scientific  Department  of  Liebig's  Extract 
of  Meat  Company,  Limited— a  further  guarantee 
of  the  excellence  of  the  preparations  tf  this  old 
established  company. 
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OUT  WITH  TUN  "SCORCHER. 


By  a  Ooggbshall  Volunteer. 

There  is  a  certain  sort  of  freemasonry  exist- 
ing among  anglers  that  binds  them  together 
perhaps  more  as  a  class  than  is  the  case  with 
the  votaries  of  any  other  kind  of  sport.  By 
Buglers  I  mean  those  disciples  of  Old  Izaak  who 
really  enjoy  angling  for  sport's  sake. 

A  similar  sort  of  feeling  doubtless  exists  among 
the  "  pot  limiting  "  part  of  the  fraternity — those 
who  angle  chiefly  for  fish,  and  not  much  for 
sport.  Indeed,  as  the  "  Scorcher "  was  wont  to 
remark,  "  Where  would  angling  be  if  it  wasn't 
for  fish  ?  " 

"  If  you  want  any  sport  in  fishing,  you  must 
catch  fish,  and  if  you  can't  catch  them  by  fair 
means — well,  still  catch  them  somehow." 

In  spite  of  the  aforesaid  fellow  feeling,  it  by  no 
means  follows  that  anglers  always  see  alike,  and 
one  morning,  when  three  of  us  were  arranging 
for  a  few  hours  fishing,  we  all  differed  as  to  the 
best  place  to  go  to.  I  suggested  one  spot,  and 
Jim  another,  while  David  was  keen  on  trying  a 
certain  hole,  where  he  had  once  lost  what  he 
supposed  to  be  a  good  fish. 

Here  that  monster  broke  his  line,  and  dis- 
appeared, tackle  and  all.  There  some  men,  when 
going  to  work  in  the  morning,  were  fairly  scared 
by  the  huge  pike  they  saw  in  the  clear  water ;  and 
there,  again,  someone  had  seen  a  pike,  "  as  big  as 
a  pig,"  make  a  dash  at  a  passing  moorhen. 

Anyway,  on  this  particular  occasion  we  agreed 
to  differ  as  to  the  best  spot  to  try,  so  we  decided 
not  to  fish  in  company  as  usual,  but  for  each  to 
"  gang  his  ain  gait."  "  But,  look  here,"  said  David, 
"  let  us  all  meet  somewhere  at  half -past  four,  just 
to  compare  notes."  And  so  we  parted.  After  an 
early  lunch,  I  started  for  the  river,  and,  choosing 
a  nice  open  reach  of  water,  suitable  for  spinning, 
I  got  to  work  with  one  of  the  "  Scorcher's  "  pet 
aversions,  which  I  spun  amid-stream  for  some  time 
without  changing  my  position. 

Personally  I  do  not  believe  in  deserting  a  place 
too  soon,  just  because  the  lure  is  not  at  once 
taken,  nor  do  I  believe  that  pike  are  frightened 
away  by  having  a  spinning  bait  repeatedly  cast 
over  them.  After  some  little  time  I  hooked 
and  landed  a  handsome  little  fish  of  about  3ilb., 
and  was  preparing  to  make  another  attack, 
when  a  well  known  fur  cap  hove  into  tight  in 
the  distance,  and  I  had  only  just  time  to  secrete 
myself  behind  a  neighbouring  haystack,  when  the 
"  Scorcher "  pulled  up,  rod  in  hand,  and  com- 
menced operations  at  the  very  spot  I  had  vacated. 
Selecting  a  good  sized  bait,  he  affixed  it  to  a 
Pennell  snap,  and  at  the  first  cast  deftly  dropped 
it  close  to  the  rushes  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
stream.  Scarcely  had  his  float  righted  itself 
when  it  suddenly  disappeared,  and  his  bending 
rod  assured  me  that  he  had  hooked  something. 
This  turned  out  to  be  another  similar  sized  pike 
to  mine,  which  .was  soon  kicking  on  the  grass. 
Suddenly  I  saw  Jim  raise  his  head  and  stand 
listening,  and  then,  seizing  his  can  in  one  hand, 
and  his  rod,  with  the  still  unhooked  fish,  in  the 
other,  he  made  a  bolt  for  the  very  stack  behind 
which  I  stood  concealed.  "  What  on  earth  brings 
you  here?"  I  exclaimed.  "Or  you  either?" 
gasped  Jim,  when  he  had  somewhat  recovered 
from  his  astonishment  at  seeing  me.  "But 
bush:  husb!  here  comes  David;"  and  sure 
enough  as  he  spoke  up  came  the  third  member  of 
the  trio. 

_  Although  he  stood  contemplating  the  river  in 
silence,  his  eyes  were  eloquent  of  the  satisfaction 
he  felt  at  finding  the  swim  untenanted,  and  with 
a  chuckle  of,  shall  I  say  selfish,  enjoyment,  he 
proceeded  to  fix  up  his  rod  and  tackle,  and  then 
approached  the  river  on  tip-toe. 

"  When  pike  fishing,"  David  used  to  say,  "  you 
can't  be  too  quiet,  and  that's  why  I  object  to  all 
forms  of  spuming,  because  you  are  continually 
'breaking  the  water'  and  disturbing  the  fish." 
Adopting  different  tactics  to  his  predecessor,  he 
made  no  long  cast,  but  having  baited  a  Jardine 
snap,  he  dropped  it  quietly  in,  and,  standing  well 
back,  he  allowed  it  to  hug  the  bank  nearest  him. 

His  theory  of  "broken  water"  and  "dis- 
turbance "  proved  to  be  fallacious,  for  despite  the 
many  times  I  had  cast  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
same  place,  and  the  hubbub  Jim  had  made  in 
landing  his  pike,  he  had  not  fished  many  minutes 
when  his  float  was  violently  agitated  by  the  bait, 


and  then  bait  and  float  made  a  rapid  excursion  to 
mid-stream,  where  both  vanished.  Alas !  they  re- 
appeared only  too  quickly,  and  a  sudden  straighten- 
ing of  the  rod,  accompanied  by  a  series  of  ejacu- 
latory  remarks  from  David,  assured  us  that  "  the 
big  'un"  had  got  off  scot  free.  But  only  for  a  time, 
for  rigging  up  another  bait,  he  dropped  it  in  the 
same  place  and  awaited  results.  His  patience  was 
not  severely  tested,  for  in  less  than  ten  minutes 
away  went  his  float  again,  and  this  time  he  hooked 
his  fish.  Emerging  from  our  concealment,  we 
assisted  at  the  landing,  much  to  David's  surprise. 
"  Well !  well !  "  be  cried.  "  I  thought  I  was  quite 
alone,  and  here  we  are  all  together ;  and  fish,  too, 
I  declare.    Where  did  you  catch  them  ?  " 

"I  caught  mine  here,"  I  exclaimed. 

"And  I  caught  mine  there,"  said  Jim,  point- 
ing to  the  same  spot,  "  and  if  you  hadn't 
bungled  your  first  run  you  ought  to  have 
landed  yours  before.  Tou  didn't  strike  pro- 
perly. Of  course,  when  a  pike  goes  for  that 
'  spinning  thing '  of  Ted's,  it  can't  help  getting 
caught.  It's  the  pace  that  kills,  and  it  hooks 
itself.  There's  no  art  in  that  sort  of  fishing, 
but  with  a  live  bait  you  must  drive  the  hooks  in 
properly,  or  else  you  lose  your  fish." 

"  Here,  hold  on,  old  man,"  I  la\ighed.  "  Take  a 
pull  at  this  flask,  and  leave  off  abusing  my  artless 
style." 

"  I  quite  agree  with  Jim,"  said  David.  "  Spinning 
does  away  with  the  principal  charm  of  angling.  ' 


Where  does  your  exhibition  of  patience  come  in  ? 
And  what  time  have  you  to  admire  the  beauties 
of  the  river  while  you  are  continually  on  the 
move,  casting  first  here,  and  then  there,  with  your 
everlasting  splash,  splash,  splash !  scaring  away 
every  living  thing  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  quiet 
anglers  have  all  the  advantage  over  you  spinners 
in  our  chances  of  riverside  observation.  The  moor- 
hens swim  backward  and  forward,  pluming  their 
feathers  under  our  very  rods.  Then  look  at  the 
water  rats.  Why,  they  gambol  and  frisk  about 
close  at  our  feet,  and  I  have  actually  seen  them 
swim  oyer  and  sniff  at  my  float  to  ascertain  if  it 
was  edible.  I'll  wan-ant  they  give  you  fellows  a 
precious  wide  berth,  although  you  profess  to  take 
such  interest  in  their  '  pretty  little  habits.'  " 

"  There's  the  fox,  and  the  hare,  and  the  badger,  and  the 
bear, 

And  the  birds  ia  the  greenwood  tree, 
And  the  pretty  little  rabbits-so  engaging  in  thoir  habits  ; 
And  they  all  have  a  mate  but  me," 

warbled  Jim. 

"  What's  that  to  do  with  rats  ?  "  I  queried. 

"  Talk  about  rats,"  said  Jim — as,  ha  ving  packed 
up,  we  sauntered  homeward  by  way  of  the  mill 
"  I  very  well  remember  laying  in  a  rare  nice  lot  of 
'  trimmers '  one  night  years  ago,  and  when  I  went 
early  the  next  morning  more  than  half  of  them 
were  clean  gone.  The  pegs  were  all  in  the  ground, 
but  the  lines  appeared  to  have  been  cut  close  to 
the  bank.    Well,  I  rigged  up  some  more,  and 


determined  to  be  on  the  spot  before  daybreak 
just  to  catch  the  thief  'on  the  job.'  Befon 
peep  o'  day  I  was  on  guard,  and  as  soon  as  it  was 
light  enough  to  see  I  found  out  who  the  robbert 
were.  There  by  one  of  the  pegs  was  a  rat,  sitting 
on  his  haunches,  holding  the  line  in  his  fore  paws 
busy  at  work  licking  away  at  it.  Just  as  I  callec 
out  the  varmin  bit  the  line  clean  through  anc  I 
bolted.  Then  I  remembered  having  rubbed  then 
with  fat  just  to  protect  them  from  the  water,  and 
of  course  the  rats  found  them  tasty." 

Our  path  lay  through  the  mill  yard,  and  tht 
genial  proprietor  insisted  on  our  sampling  somf 
of  his  sparkling  ale,  fortified  by  a  crust  of  bread 
and  cheese  and  a  raw  onion.  "I'm  well  nigh 
dying  for  a  glass  of  beer,  and  that  onion  will 
just  be  a  nice  relish,"  said  Jim. 

#         *         #         #         #  \VB 

"  And  now  to  business ;  wbich  in  connection 
with  angling  means  pleasure,"  observed  David. 

"  Not  always,"  said  Jim.  "  It  ain't  all  jam 
having  to  lug  a  heavy  cast  net  about,  and  throw 
it  perhaps  a  dozen  times  to  catch  half  as  many 
bait,  with  your  hands  fit  to  drop  off  with  cold,  ana 
often  over  your  boots  in  mud  and  water." 

"Did  I  ever  tell  you  my  experience  of  casting 
from  a  flat-bottomed  boat  ?  "  No."  "  Well, 
some  years  ago  I  was  hard  up  for  bait,  and  the 
only  place  where  I  could  make  pretty  certain  of 
catching  any  was  not  fishable  from  the  bank. 

"  There  happened  to  be  a  fete  — Oddfellows  or 


something  or  other — going  on  not  far  off,  and 

the  man  who  worked  for  Mr.    had  a  half 

holiday,  so  I  reckoned  I  could  borrow  his  little 
boat — without  permission — drop  quietly  down 
stream,  and  have  a  throw  where  I  wanted,  and  get 
back  without  anybody  being  the  wiser. 

"  Putting  my  net  in  a  basket,  I  walked  down  to 
the  river,  found  the  coast  clear,  stepped  aboard^ 
and  was  soon  over  the  desired  spot.  Quickly 
gathering  my  net,  I  made  one  of  the  pretties^ 
casts  I  ever  saw.    Every  mesh  was  extended,  and 
the  leads  hit  the  water  in  a  perfect  circle.  As 
they  did,  the  frail  craft  gave  a  mighty  wobblejj 
and  I  suddenly  sat  down  on  one  Bide.  Overboard 
I  should  have  gone  there  and  then,  but  my  toes 
happened  to  catch  the  opposite  side  of  the  boat^ 
and  by  straightening  out  my  legs  and  keeping  md| 
knees  stiff  I  could  just  manage  to  balance  myself! 
and  the  boat.    There  I  hung,  or  rather  lay,  with  j 
my  head  and  shoulders  nearly  touching  the  water. 
The  fete  was  in  full  swing  in  the  field  just 
opposite ;  a  shout  from  me  would  have  quickly  I 
brought  a  dozen  people  to  my  help,  but  I  didn  t*B 
want  to  be  caught  poaching,, so  I  remained  silent,  I 
concealed  by  the  foliage  on  the  bank.    For  a  few  I 
minutes  the  beating  of  my  own  heart  was  the  only  I 
sound  I  heard,  and  then  the  band  struck  up  with  I 
'  Let  me  like  a  soldier  fall.'  - 

"  This  was  too  much  for  me,  I  burst  into  a  con-  ■ 
vulsiye  laugh,  my  legs  collapsed,  and  as  the  I 
martial  strains  were  wafted  to  my  ears,  I  sank<8 
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ito  the  gliding  stream.  As  it  was  of  no  great 
epth  I  quickly  regained  my  footing,  and  the 
rnyw  -line  being  luckily  round  my  arm,  I  easily 
ulled  net  and  boat  into  the  side.  If  there  had 
een  any  baits  in  the  net  it  was  empty  now,  so  I 
oly  got  a  wetting  for  my  pains. 
"  Crawling  aboard  again,  I  paddled  back  to 
ie  bccthouse,  and  prepared  to  slip  quietly  out 
f  the  yard ;  but  it  didn't  come  off  as  smoothly 
s  I  hoped,  for  I'm  blessed  if  the  old  dog, 
lat  ought  to  have  known  me  as  well  as  his 
wn  master,  didn't  stand  guard  at  the  gate,  and 
■ouldn't  let  me  pass. 

•  I  chirruped  to  him,  called  him  by  name,  pre- 
sided to  search  my  pockets  for  a  biscuit,  and 
atted  my  leg  coaxingly — but  I  didn't  pat  him. 
"  The  old  brute  either  didn't  or  wouldn't  recog- 
ise  me  in  my  dripping  clothes,  or  else  he 
uspected  my  intentions  were  not  quite  straight, 
or  nothing  but  deep  and  ominous  growls  could  I 
oax  from  him,  while  his  display  of  ivory  didn't 
empt  me — fisherman  though  I  was — to  risk  a 
dte.  So  there  I  stood  and  shivered,  till  presently 
he  maltster  opened  the  gate  and  came  in." 
Why,  what's  the  matter,  James  ?  "  he  cried. 
Never  you  mind — see  you  to-morrow — just 
all  that  fool  of  a  dog,  will  you — that's  right — 
an't  stop  now,  I'm  in  a  hurry — ta-ta  !"  and 
.way  I  bolted  to  change  my  clothes,  and  vow  that 
'd  never  throw  the  cast  net  from  a  small  boat 
gain." 


The  advantages  of  adding  a  camera  to  our  fishing 
tackle  are  manifold. 

In  the  first  place,  if  we  are  worm  nshmg  m 
rivers,  we  have  plenty  of  time  on  our  hands,  as  a 
rule,  and  can  get  a  number  of  charming  river 
pieces  to  while  away  the  said  time.  At  the  risk 
of  being  called  a  heretic,  I  must  say  that  such 
fishing,  when  the  fish  are  off  their  feed,  may 
become  a  trifle  monotonous,  but  if  we  can  amuse 
ourselves  by  photographing  such  fish  as  we  have 
caught  the  monotony  will  soon  disappear. 

The  method  I  have  generally  adopted  is  as 
follows  :  The  background  should  be  plain,  of  either 
a  muddled  grey  colour,  or  a  plain  white  sheet  of 
paper  will  do.  Place  it  against  an  upright  piece 
of  wood  and  drive  through  the  centre  a  nail 
having  a  sharp  head  ;  a  bodkin  will  do  for  small 
fish;  for  very  large  ones,  two  nails  will  be 
necessary.  On  this  the  fish  is  impaled ;  it  can  be 
placed  flat,  but  will  look  more  realistic  if  the  head 
is  slightly  in  advance  of  the  tail,  giving  it  the 
appearance  of  coming  towards  one.  It  is  better 
to  slightly  over-expose  the  pictures,  as  then  the 
fish  does  not  stand  out  too  clearly  from  its  back- 
ground, and  has  more  the  effect  of  being  in  water. 

Some  may  prefer  to  place  the  fish  in  its  natural 
surroundings  ;  for  instance,  a  pike  peeping  out  of 
an  arrangement  of  reeds  is  very  effective ;  but  of 
course  due  regard  must  be  paid  to  the  habitsof 
the  fish  in  question,  as  all  fish  do  not  retire 
into  reeds  and  lurk  under  banks.    Such  a  picture 


and  many  kindred  subjects,  and  we  shall 
be  most  happy  to  do  anything  in  our  power 
to  encourage  or  assist  such  endeavour.  No 
special  qualification  would  be  needed  for  such 
work,  except  patient,  watchful  care,  and,  of 
course,  a  moderate  efficiency  in  photographic 
manipulation.  That  much  debated  and  dis- 
cussion provoking  quantity,  "  artistic  ability,"  is 
not  a  factor  in  such  photography,  which,  of 
course,  aims  only  at  the  best  and  most  compre- 
hensive representation  of  the  chosen  object. 
Such  subjects  as  entomology,  ornithology,  field 
botany,  forestry,  besides  ichthyology,  or  fishes, 
as  suggested  by  our  contributor,  are  only  a  few 
of  the  subjects,  the  objects  of  which  would  so 
admirably  lend  themselves  to  photographic  illus- 
tration, and  the  photographs  of  which  would  be, 
if  well  done,  of  unique  value  and  interest. — Ed. 
Amateur  Photographer.^ 


■  FISH  PHOTOGRAPHY. 

(By  tinl  permission  of  th9  Editor  of  the  Ai.iateur 
Photographer). 


By  James  A.  Rooth. 
We  have  heard  and  seen  a  great  deal  lately  of 
bird  photography,  a  branch  of  the  art  which  has 
been  keenly  taken  up  by  several  clever  and 
enthusiastic  photographers,  such  as  Mr.  R.  B. 
Lodge,  and  has  proved  a  most  interesting  intro- 
_  Auction  in  many  cases  to  the  study  of  natural 

r history.  I  have  long  been  waiting  for  some 
apostle  of  fish  photography  to  arise,  and  call 
public  attention  to  another  most  interesting 
branch  of  an  interesting  art,  but  so  far  I  have 
waited  in  vain.  Failing  then  some  abler  pen,  I 
have  ventured  to  make  a  few  remarks  on  a  subject 
which  has  long  interested  me,  in  the  hope  of 
interesting  others  who  may  be,  as  I  am,  both  a 
keen  fisherman  a  id  a  keen  photographer. 

I  do  not  propose  that  the  enthusiast  should 
rush  into  the  water  and  take  -snapshots  with  sub- 
marine   camera  —  such    apparatus  ,has  been 
invented,  I  believe,  but  it  is  more  or  less  of  a 
scientific 'toy,  while  its  price  would  prove  pro- 
t  hibitive  to  most,  and  its  results  are  purely  those  of 
,  chance.    But  what  I  mean  is  to  photograph  fish 
"  as  they  are  caught,  not  only  as  a  record  of  our 
,  catches,  but  as  forming  a  most  interesting  col- 
lection for  those  who  care  for  matters  piscatorial. 


will  take  much  longer  to  arrange ;  personally,  I 
prefer  plain  water  effects. 

I  was  enabled  some  time  ago  to  take  some 
pictures  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium  (by  the 
courtesy  of  the  secretary).  I  succeeded  in  getting 
a  very  fair  picture  of  some  eggs  of  dog-fish  fixed 
on  to  branches  of  weed.  I  also  got  a  star-fish 
clinging  to  the  glass,  a  picture  which  showed  the 
tentacles  of  the  fish  very  well.  The  anemones 
were  not  so  successful,  as  the  constant  movement 
of  their  cilia?  produced  a  blurred  effect,  and  the 
light  was  so  bad  as  to  necessitate  a  very  long 
exposure.  The  only  fish  photograph  I  have  ever 
seen  was  an  excellent  lantern  slide  at  the  Royal 
(two  fish  under  a  bank),  taken,  I  presume,  at 
some  aquarium,  with  a  rapid  lens.  I  daresay  that 
such  pictures  are  quite  feasible,  and  far  more 
interesting  than  the  made  up  ones,  which  are  so 
much  easier. 

I  hope  that  others  with  mire  leisure  at  their 
disposal  than  myself  will  make  some  excursions 
into  this  hitherto  unknown  domain,  and  let  us 
have  the  results  of  their  experience.  I  fully 
believe  there  is  much  of  interest  in  it  to  those 
who.  are  either  anglers  or  naturalists.  Cert* idly 
my  "own  experiment*  have  afforded  me  a  vast 
amount  of  pleasure. 

'.[It  is  hoped  that  the  foregoing  article  may 
prove  an  incentive  to  many  of  our  readers  who 
have  leisure  to  apply  their  photography  to 
the  representation  of  natural  history  objects 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyiight  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year  ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  he  much  ohliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c. ,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishi7ig  Gazette.') 


No.  50. 

INVERNESS-SHIRE  (continued). 

LOCHS  OF  NORTH  UIST. 

The  Geren  "Water  and  Aravichrurie.—  The 

former  at  Geren  Mill,  near  Sollas  village,  is  in- 
different, as  the  mill  at  the  entrance  spoils  the 
passage  of  fish,  and  the  loch  above  is  too  large  for 
good  sport.  The  latter  is  two  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Sollas,  at  the  head  of  Vallay  Strand, 
scarcely  fishable  without  a  boat,  but  in  the  season 
swarms  with  large  fish,  ascending  from  the  sea 
pools  below.  Season  and  flies  as  for  Loch 
Horisary.  There  is  a  group  of  brown  trout  lochs 
near  Aravichrurie  worth  a  trial ;  some  contain  a 
silvery  brown  variety  of  trout  similar  to  Kilbride 
Loch. 

In  different  parts  of  the  island,  notably  at 
Clachan,  and  in  the  direction  of  Carinish,  near 
Aival,  large  weedy  tidal  estuaries  abound,  brack- 
ish, and  frequented  by  saithe,  lythe,  and  other  sea 
nsh_perilous  for  top  joints.  Shoals  of  grey 
mullet  frequent  these  channels,  and  the  lonely 
shores  of  this  land  of  streams  and  waters. 

Benbecula.. 

"  The  sea,"  says  Macculloch,  "is  here  all  islands, 
and  the  land  all  lakes.  That  which  is  not  rock  is 
sand,  that  which  is  not  mud  is  bog,  that  which  is 
not  bog  is  lake,  and  that  which  is  not  lake  is  sea, 
and  the  whole  is  a  labyrinth  of  islands,  peninsulas, 
promontories,  bays,  and  channels."  The  descrip- 
tion is  rather  overdrawn,  but  has  some  truth  m  it. 
The  island  separates  South  and  North  Uist,  and 
is  some  eight  or  nine  miles  each  way.  There  are 
scores  of  lochs  in  it,  many  of  them  yielding  good 
trout  fishing.  There  is  a  new  hotel  in  the  island, 
at  Creagorry,  where  there  is  also  a  post  and  tele- 
graph office.  The  Glasgow  steamers  Dunara 
Castle  (which  leaves  Glasgow  every  Thursday) 
and  Hebrideam  (which  leaves  Oban  every  Tuesday) 
call  at  Loch  Carnan,  near  Creagorry,  where 
passengers  are  landed  by  a  boat.  Passengers  can 
also  reach  Loch  Boisdale  by  mail  steamer  from 
Oban  three  times  a  week,  thence  hire ;  or  land  at 
Loch  Maddy  from  MacBrayne's  steamers  and 
drive.  The  island  belongs  to  Lady  Cathcart,  and 
the  exclusive  right  to  fish  all  the  lochs  and  streams 
in  the  island  is  held  by  the  hotel  keeper  at  Crea- 
gorry. The  chief  lochs  (and  there  is  fair  fishing 
in  all  of  them)  are— 

Loch  Fad,  or  Loch  Long.— About  one  and 
a  half  miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  four  or 
five  miles  from  Creagorry  Hotel.  Sport  fairly 
good. 

Loch  Langavate,  about  two  miles  irom 
Creagorry  Hotel,  is  open  to  visitors  staying  there. 
It  is  two  and  a  half  miles  long  by  half  a  mile 
broad,  and  yields  pretty  good  sport  from  April  to 
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September.  Common  loch  flies  are  used,  and  tlie 
trout  run  two  to  a  lb.  Wild,  mountainous 
scenory. 

Loch  Lorevagh  is  about  tbreo  miles  from 
Creagorry  Hotel,  and  is  one  and  a  half  miles  long 
by  a  mile  broad.  Other  particulars  same  as  Loch 
Linguvute,  which  see. 

Loch  Ollevate  is  about  a  mile  long  by  half  a 
mile  broad,  and  is  five  miles  from  Creagorry 
Hotel.  Sport  good.  Other  particulars  same  as 
Loch  Langavate,  which  see. 

South  Uist. 

An  island  in  the  Hebrides,  about  twenty-two 
miles  by  about  seven  at  the  widest  part.  It 
a  fiords  fair  shooting,  and  of  fishing  there  is  really 
no  end.  The  shootings  and  part  of  the  fishings 
are  preserved  by  the  proprietrix,  Lady  Cathcart, 
but  a  very  largo  number  of  excellent  fishing  lochs 
are  attached  to  Loch  Boisdale  Hotel,  and  visitors 
there  have  the  privilege  of  fishing  in  them.  The 
lochs  are  practically  numberless— scores  of  them 
nameless,  and  all,  or  mostly  all,  containing  nice 
trout.  Loch  Boisdale,  where  there  is  a  hotel, 
can  be  reached  from  Glasgow  or  Oban  by  steamers 
J  hi  nam  Cattle  and  Hebridcan  weekly,  or  Royal 
Mail  steamer  from  Oban  daily.  We  subjoin  notes 
of  the  best  of  the  lochs,  and  of  the  chief  streams 

LOCHS  OF  SOUTH  UIST. 

Loch  Eec  is  one  of  the  best  fishing  lochs  in 
South  Uist,  and  sport  is  got  from  April  to  the  end 
of  September.  Trout  run  up  to  2K lb ,  but  the 
average  is  much  smaller.  It  is  four  miles  from 
Creagorry  Hotel,  Benbecula,  and  can  be  fished  by 
residing  there. 

Locha-Bharp.— An  excellent  sea  trout  loch 
within  a  mile  of  Loch  Boisdale  Hotel,  is  directly 
connected  with  the  sea,  which  flows  into  it  at  high 
tides.    It  abounds  in  sea  trout  from  L'lb.  to  6ib° 

Loch  Aultibrig  is  •thirteen  miles  from  the 
hotel  at  Loch  Boisdale.  It  is  one  and  a  half  miles 
long  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.  It  yields  good 
sport,  and  the  trout  run  from  Alb.  to  51b.  Season  • 
Prom  April  to  August.  Ordinary  loch  flies. 
Wild  mountain  scenery. 

Loch  Bornish  (Lower)  contains  the  finest 
trout  in  the  hotel  lochs.  It  is  seven  miles  from 
Loch  Boisdale. 

Loch  Bornish  (Upper).— A  peaty  coloured 
loch,  containing  fine  trout  of  fib.  or  so. 

Loch  Chilleiravagh  is  two  miles  from  Loch 
.Boisdale,  and  contains  lots  of  dark  trout  of  about 
Alb. 

•  L?°?  Dniidibeg. — A  pretty  large  loch  hold- 
ing lots  of  trout,  and  sixteen  miles  from  Loch 
-Boisdale  Hotel.  Preserved. 

Loch  Duine  Kellie  is  distant  about  four  and 
a  half  miles  from  the  hotel  at  Loch  Boisdale  It 
yields  fair  sport.  The  trout  run  about  Alb  and 
the  season  is  from- April  to  August.  The"  loch  is 
two  miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  is 
situated  amid  wild  mountainous  scenery 

kch  Eilan-an-Staidr  is  commonly  called 
Mil  on i  Loch  It  is  six  and  a  half  miles  from 
.Loch  Boisdale,  and  contains  lots  of  trout— very 
game  A  basket  of  seventy-four  trout,  4fiAlb,  has 
been  killed  by  one  rod  in  three  and  a  half  hours  of 
a  very  good  day. 

Loch  Fada  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
hotel,  and  yields  good  trout. 

nlfS;?Ch^eaw '  °I  ,the  Goose  locll>  contains 
plenty  of  dark  trout  from  Alb.  to  lib.  It  is  also 
called  Parkinson  s  or  the  Doctor's  Lech 

Loch  Hallam  is  a  splendid  but  uncertain 
loch,  three  miles  from  the  hotel.  47Alb  have 
been  taken  in  one  day  by  two  rods.  Loch  very 
weedy  It  would  be  a  splendid  sea  trout  loch  if 
Uctl0n^m  tbe  burn,  running  from  the 
loch  to  Strome  Dearg,  were  removed 

Loch  Kildonan  (Lower).-This  splendid  sea 
tiout  loch  is  some  seven  miles  from  Loch  Bois- 
dale, and  is  open  to  visitors  at  the  hotel.  It  is 
one  of  the  best  open  lochs  in  Scotland  for  sea 
trout,  which  are  very  numerous  and  run  very 
heavy,  up  to  81b  and  91b  -Ub.  and  51b.  fish  beinl 

and  fishable  all  ove:-.    The  bottom  is  covered  Vith 
curious  round  balls,  composed  of  mud  and  ve^e 
table  fibre-the  origin  of  which  and  their  mode°of 
formation  being  a  mystery.    They  vary  in  size 

£S&  2r  t0  Tlly,  ?*■• in  diamete'--  Some  have 
solid  fibre  and  mud  inside,  while  others  are  hollow 
and  contain  six  or  seven  small  balls.   This  and 


Upper  Kildonan  are  the  only  lochs  in  Scotland 
where  these  balls  are  found. 

Loch  Kildonan  (Upper)  is  connected  with  the 
lower  loch,  but  sea  trout  rarely  go  into  it.  It 
yields  good  brown  trout. 

Loch  Leanimoire  yields  pretty  fair  baskets 
of  trout,  about  lib.  on  an  average.  It  is  about  a 
mile  by  half  a  mile,  and  is  seven  miles  from  the 
hotel. 

Mill  Loch  is  connected  with  Lower  Kil- 
donan by  the  Hoonan  Burn,  and  sea  trout 
have  a  free  entrance  into  it.  Very  good  in  late 
autumn. 

Loch-na -Sgairrbh  is  one  and  a  half  miles  by 
half  a  mile,  and  six  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
hotel.  The  sport  got  is  really  good,  both  sea  and 
fresh  water  trout  being  in  the  loch — some  of  the 
former  up  to  81b.  or  91b.  The  Roglas  river  flows 
out  of  it  and  Lower  Kildonan. 

Priest's  Loch. — A  small  loch  three  miles 
from  Loch  Boisdale.  Trout  run  very  heavy,  from 
lib.  to  51b.,  have  very  large  heads,  and  are  very 
shy  risers,  but  worm  is  often  deadly. 

Loch  Boag.— This  splendid  little  sea  trout 
loch  (the  best  in  Uist)  is  twelve  miles  from  the 
hotel.  The  Howmore  flows  through  it.  It  is 
strictly  preserved.  Sea  trout  are  very  numerous, 
and  run  to  heavy  weights.  Bull  trout  are  also 
numerous,  but  do  not  rise  very  freely.  Brown 
trout  as  a  rule  small,  but  very  heavy  ones  are 
occauonaUy  caught,  Fiy  is  the  only  lure,  as  the 
loch  is  very  shallow,  and  the  fish  rise  very  freely 
to  it,  especially  after  high  tides  or  spates. 

Stromedearg,  within  two  miles  of  Loch  Bois- 
dale Hotel,  is  an  arm  of  the  sea,  into  which  the 
water  from  a  number  of  fresh  water  lechs  falls 
It  abounds  in  excellent  sea  trout,  2Mb.  to  61b 
which  rise  freely  and  give  excellent  sport. 

L?ch  Stullivaule  is  within  three  miles  of  the 
hotel,  of  no  great  angling  importanc3— fish  small 
but  numerous. 

Loch,  Suigisclett.— A  lonely  and  romantic 
loch  amid  wild  mountainous  scenery.  Some  five 
miles  from  the  hotel  at  Loch  Boisdale.  Of  no 
great  angling  repute,  but  worthy  of  a  visit  from  a 
scenic  point  of  view. 

Smaller  Lochs.— There  are  a  great  numbei 
of  smaller  lochs,  all  of  which  yield  some  sport. 
Among  the  best  are  Cragavat,  Moreef,  Marnlairg, 
and  Kilbride,  two  lochs  (good). 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE   LITERATURE   OF  SEA- 
ANGLING. 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  resiling  at  hotels,  rr  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 


Perthshire  [continued). 
Ardeoncig  is  on  the  southern  shore  of  Loch 
lay,  and  the  Ardeonaig  Inn  affords  accommoda- 
tion for  anglers  fishing  that  loch.  It  can  be 
reached  by  hiring  from  Kenmore  or  Killin,  beino- 
equidistant  between  these  places,  or  by  steameT 
on  Loch  Tay  several  times  daily.  Killin  is  a 
station  on  the  Caledonian  Railway.  Visitors  can 
nsh  Loch  Tay. 

Birnam  is  a  modern  and  very  pretty  village 
about  twelve  miles  from  Perth,  and  is  close  to 
Dunkeld  Station  ot  the  Highland  Railway.  It  is 
in  the  midst  of  some  of  the  finest  sceneiVm  Scot- 
land. Birnam  Hotel  is  within  two  minutes'  walk 
oi  toe  station,  and  has  been  lately  greatly  im- 
proved. Visitors  can  fish  the  Tay  (a  stretch  of 
six  miles  in  spring  and  one  mile  in  autumn) ;  the 
Braan,  half  a  mile  off;  Loch  Benachally  (some 
times) ;  Loch  Freuchie,  twelve  miles  off 

Blair-Atholl  is  a  nice  Highland  villaae  a"hnn+ 

on  the  Highland  Railway.  The  scenery  of  the 
district  is  very  fine,  and  the  place  yearly  attracts 
a  large  number  of  visitors.    The  Atholl  Arms 

Sui,Hd  TUtrH2tel.  aff0rd  accommodation 
Stt1'8  ?*",'  hl  dnlmZ  some  mile3>  Ash  some 

lummel.  Dalwhvnnie  is  easily  reached  by  rail 
from  which  Loch  Errochd  can  be  fished  ' 
W1+^rig0mUe       nice  town  in  Perthshire,  with 

K  ,Vl81t°rs  can  fish  Loch  Marlee,  the  Ardle 
the  Black  water,  the  Ericht,  and  the  Siee 

(To  be  continued.) 


LECTURE   BY  MR.  W.  SENIOR 

("  Redspinner  "). 
On  Wednesday  night,  at  the  Cannon-street 
Hotel,  Mr.  William  Senior  ("  Redspinner "), 
angling  editor  of  the  Field,  delivered  an  interest- 
ing lecture  on  "  The  Literature  of  Sea  Angling  § 
to  the  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Association  and  their  friends.  There  was  a  very 
considerable  attendance,  but  it  would,  doubtless, 
have  been  much  larger  were  it  not  for  the  rival 
attractions  of  the  Piscatorial  Society's  banquet  on 
the  occasion  of  the  opening  of  their  new  rooms  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  the  same  evening. 
The  clashing  of  the  two  meetings  is  much  to  be 
regretted,  as  those  who  missed  Mr.  Senior's  paper 
missed  not  only  instruction  and  valuable  informa- 
tion, but  much  of  that  humour  and  play  of  fancy 
which  "  Redspinner "  knows  so  well  how  to 
incorporate  with  his  writings  and  lectures. 

Amongst  those  in  the  audience  were  Captain 
Graham- Gordon,  Messrs.  T.  F.  Barrow,  F  (4 
Aflalo,  E.  V.!  Clarke,  T.  W.  Norman,  J.  N. 
Hearn,  D.  Williams,  H.  W.  Lane.  S.  Allcock, 
Arthur  W.  Taylor,  H.  Tautz,  A.  E.  Lichfield,  D. 
Mackintosh,  G.  H.  Howard  (Fishing  Gazette),  H. 
Bosley,  Joseph  Blyth,  A.  W.  Parker,  F.  J. 
Auckland,  Dr.  Shaw,  Hon.  Sec.  H.  Ball,  &c. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  President  of  the  Association, 
being  moved  to  the  chair,  in  a  few  graceful 
sentences  introduced  the  lecturer  as  an  angler 
who,  in  addition  to  being  a  charming  writer  on 
the  subjects  near  his  heart,  was  also  an  admirable 
all-round  sportsman. 

Throughout  his  lecture  Mr.  Senior  showed  a 
deep  and  extensive  knowledge  of  his  subject,  and 
though  on  no  occasion  did  he  fail  to  present  his 
facts  with  a  full  appreciation  of  their  value,  he 
frequently  enlivened  his  paper  by  showing  the 
humorous  side  of  things,  and  by  his  well  chosen, 
quaint,  and  curious  extracts  from  the  books  of 
those  writers  who  have  contributed  to  the 
literature  of  sea  angling.  The  many  stories,  told 
in  his  inimitable  style,  and  the  pleasant  allusions 
made  by  him  during  the  course  of  his  paper, 
appealed  strongly  to  the  audience  and  kept  them 
in  thorough  good  humour  to  the  end  of  the  proceed- 
ings. So  much  so,  indeed,  that  Mr.  Senior's  modest 
apologies  for  what  he  was  pleased  to  call  the  failure 
of  his  lecture,  were  received  with  hearty  and 
unanimous  dissent. 

The  reading  of  Mr.  Senior's  paper  occupied 
nearly  an  hour,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  it 
cannot  be  given  in  its  entirety,  but  the  following 
extracts  are  all  our  space  will  admit. 

I  think  I  may  at  once  say  that  nob  only  have 
my  sympathies  always  been  with  the  Sea  Anglers' 
Association,  but  that  I  have  never  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity to  give  such  assistance  to  the  cause  as  one 
is  enabled  to  render  in  the  Press  and  by  word  of 
mouth  in  the  shape  of  encouragement  and  advice 
to  others.  I  always  considered  it  something  to  be 
proud  of  that,  before  the  society  was  formed,  some 
of  the  good  men  and  true  who  worked  towards 
its  foundation  frequently  consulted  me  upon  little  i 
points.    I  have  done  all  I,  could  to  assist  in  the  j 
movement,  because  I  have  from  boyhood  imbibed  A 
a  strong  idea  that  not  half  enough  sport  (using 
the  word  in  the  sense  in  which  this  society  uses  it) 
had  been  got  out  of  sea  fishing.  My  attention  wa9  1 
first  drawn  to  possibilities  of  the  rod  in  sea  angling 
from  a  practical  object  lesson  on  the  pier  at 
Southampton,  where,  in  the  early  days  of  my 
journalistic  life  (now  about  thirty-seven  years  ago), 
a  worthy  tradesman  of  that  town,  Mr.  Abrahams, 
a  silversmith,  used  to  be  considered  a  very  eccentric 
individual  because  on  a  summer  morning,  when 
the  tide  served,  and  the  water  was  clear,  he  would 
march  up  the  High-street  at  breakfast  time, 
with  a  little  creel  on  his  shoulder,  and  a  fishing 
rod,  equipped  with  line  and  gaily  painted  little 
float.    I  was  an  enthusiastic  angler  myself  in 
those  days,  and  hearing  of  this  phenomenon  I  ' 
went  down  to  the  pier  to  see  him  at  work.  He 
had  a  moderately  fine  gut  foot  line   with  two 
roach  hooks,  and  his  plan  was  to  swim  his  baits 
along  the  end  of  fie  pier,  as  the  tide  flowed  up 
towards  the  river  Test.    I  have  .seen  him  in  the 
c°urse  of  an  hour  or  two  catch  a  couple  of  doMD 
of  the  atherine,  which  seemed  to  me  to  be  almod 
ot  smelt  size.    Even   about  that  time,  if  I 
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remember  correctly,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  sea 
angling  writing  in  the  Field,  and  I  remember 
the  frequent  name  of  the  veteran  Wilcocks, 
"  Sarcelle,"  and  others.     If  I  have  net  been 
amongst  you    at  Deal   and    elsewhere,  since 
the  formation  of  this  society,  it  has  not  been 
because  of  the  lack  of  will,  and  I  can  assure  you 
that  I  am  looking  forward  to  days  when  a  leisure, 
more  or  less  well  earned,  will  be  largely  devoted  to 
sea  angling.    From  the  remarks  I  have  made  you 
will  gather  that,  as  far  as  sea  angling  goes,  I 
consider  myself  a  mere   learner   amongst  the 
masters  to-night.    When  asked  to  read  a  paper 
to  the  society,  I  had  the  choice  of  two  courses, 
one  was  my  experiences  of  sea  angling  in  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  the  other,  the  literature  of  the 
subject,  touched  lightly,  and  without  any  pretence 
at  systematic  arrangement.     I  have,  however, 
printed  in  one  way  and  another  everything  I  had 
to  say  of  the  sport  in  Australia,  and  as  the  com- 
paratively recently  issued  Badminton  sea  fishing 
book  has  a  chapter  of  my  own  upon  foreign 
countries  in  relation  to  sea  angling,  and  as  my 
friend,  Mr.  Aflalo,  has  recently  gone  over  my  old 
ground  with  admirable  accuracy  and  fulness,  in 
his  "  Natural  History  of  Australia,*'  I  determined 
to  devote  myself  to-night  to  what  I  may  call  a 
gossip  with  those  friends  on  my  bookshelves  that 
touch  upon  the  general  subject  of  the  literature  of 
sea  angling.  I  should  like,  however,  before  passing 
on  to  that,  to  finish  with  Australia.    I  believe  I 
was  the  first  person  to  fish  with  a  rod  in  the 
Brisbane  river,  and  very  pleasant  sport  we  used 
to  get.    The  idea  of  the  pulley  top  for  a  sea 
fishing  rod  never  occurred  to  me,  though  I  always 
knew  that  something  of  the  kind  was  wanted.  I 
had  a  special  ring  made,  however,  of  extra  stout 
wire,  bound  on  the  lancewood  top,  which  I  spliced 
to  a  length  of  black  bamboo,  furnished  with 
gigantic  stand-up  rings.    When  the  fish  kindly 
ran  large  the  landing  always  had  to  be  done  with 
the  rod  laid  on  one  side,  and  the  biggest  fish  I 
ever  saw  hooked  and  landed  with  rod  and  line  was 
a  hammer-headed  shark,  caught  by  my  father-in- 
law— a  rare  old  pike  fisher  in  Berkshire  and 
Hampshire  sixty  years  ago.    The  fish  was  about 
14ft.  long,  and  it  took  him  nearly  all  the  after- 
noon   to    coax  it  into   shallow   water,  where 
managed    to    despatch    the    brute  with 


knives,  boat  hooks,  and  I  think  a  three-pronged 
fork  was  also  used  in  giving  him  his  quietus. 
I  remember  once,  when  angling  for  whiting,  three 
of  us  were  up  to  our  knees  in  Pacific  brine,  with 
a  vast  expanse  of  water  behind  as  well  as  before, 
for  the  tide  had  been  flowing  for  some  time. 
Suddenly  a  dark  form  was  seen  ploughing  across 
m  front,  and  one  of  us  called  attention  to  the  un- 
usual appearance.    Presently  three  or  four  other 
similar  shadows  scudded  past,  and  within  five 
minutes  we  seemed  to  be  surrounded  by  a  perfect 
army  of  small  sharks.    They  were  all  about  four  or 
five  feet  long,  as  far  as  we  could  see,  and  theyrushed 
past  us,  and  behind  us,  and  between  us,  and  if  I 
say  that  we  were  all  three  of  us  nearly  scared  out 
of  our  senses  as  we  floundered  in  retreat,  I  should 
be  quite  within  the  truth.    It  was  the  most  un- 
comfortable experience  I  have  had  with  a  fishing 
rod  in  my  hands,  save  on  another  occasion  m  the 
north  of  Queensland  (in  a  river  also  fished  and 
described  by  Mr.  Aflalo).    I  was  wading  at  the 
edge  of  a  deep,  dark  pool,  spinning  for  palmer, 
when  a  fearsome  object  seemed  to  rise  up  from 
the  bottom,  and  suddenly  turn  and  disappear  as  1 
scrambled  out  on  the  rocks.    This  was  one  ot  the 
beastly  alligators  of  the  Fitzroy  watershed  and 
only  two  days  before  a  Kanaka  boy  had  been 
killed  by  one  of  them.     After  my  father-in-law 
and  myself  had  taken  to  rod  fishing,  there  were 
many  keen  sportsmen  who  took  it  up  with  great 
zest,  and  a  year  or  two  ago  there  came  to  me  the 
first  angling  work,  so  far  as  I  know,  written  in 
Australia.  It  was  entitled  "The  Fisherman.    1  he 
author  (Mr.  John  Cameron)  was,  and  I  hope  still 
is,  a  respected  citizen  of  Brisbane  ;  and  the  work 
was  published  as  "a  guide  to  the  inexperienced, 
how,  when,  and  where  to  catch  fish. '    It  is  so  full 
of  useful  information  and  wrinkles  about  sea.  fish- 
ing, that  it  ought  to  be  in  evert  angler  s  library. 
It  was'  rather  amusing  to  find  that  the  turn  de 
plume,  "Redspinner;"  which  I  had  managed  to 
"acquire  in  fresh  water  fishing  before  I  went  out  to 
'   Australia,  soon  became  familiar  as  the  suitable 
designation  for  my  humble  self  in  the  capacity  of; 
a  sea  angler;  and  there  was  a  watenng-place- 
which  I  had  some  share  in  starting,  where  the 


first  boat  launched  for  hire  for  fishing  purposes 
was,  and,  I  believe,  is  to  this  day,  given  to  the 
Pacific  waves   with  the  word    "  Redspinner " 
written  on  its  stein.    I  was  at  first  in  some  doubt 
as  to  where  to  begin  my  survey  of  the  literature 
of  sea  angling,  the  earliest  book  upon  my  own 
shelves  which  touches  upon  it  being  dated  17S4. 
Mr.  Wilcocks,  however,  was  kind  enough  to  offer 
me  the  sight  of  a  still  older  one,  of  the  date 
of  1726.     I  should  like  to  make  a  remark 
or    two    at    this    point    as    to    what  should 
be  exactly  expressed  by  the  word  sea  angling. 
Precisely  speaking,  of  course,  it  should  be  taken 
to  mean  fishing  with  a  rod,  and  I  notice  that  Mr. 
Aflalo,  in  his  "Sea  and  the  Rod"  claims  that 
"John  Bickerdyke's "  "Angling  in  Salt  Water"' 
is  the  first  book  solely  addressed  to  the  sea  angler, 
and  he  adds,  in  brackets,  "  I  take  it  that  angling, 
or  the  practice  of  fishing  with  an  angle,  excludes 
hand-lining."    In  an  article  in  the  last  Christmas 
Number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  Aflalo  works 
out  this  idea  a  little  further,  and  asks  the  question, 
"  Is  Sea  Fishing  a  Sport  ? "  and  he  quotes  the 
author  of  "  The  Wild  Life  of  Scotland,"  as  saying 
that  "  sea  fishing  has  a  charm  .  .  .  serves  a  useful 
purpose.  .  .  .    But  neither  of  these  entitles  it  to  a 
place  in  the  first  rank  of  sport."    The  first  rank 
probably  not;  but  I  maintain  that  sea  angling, 
conducted  on  artistic  principles,  and  with  such 
numbers  of  big  fish,  and  plenty  of  them  game 
and  sporting  as  salmon,  like  those,  for  instance, 
which  "  Sarcelle "  used  to  find  in  the  sea  at 
Mogador,  is  quite    as   exciting    as  the  best 
Although  I  should  always  be  inclined  to  insist 
upon  the  rod  as  an  essential  of  the  higher 
form  of  sea  angling,  I  should  not  hesitate  to 
give  the  dictionary  meaning  of  the  word,  a 
liberal  interpretation.    Angle  means  a  fishing 
hook,  and  the  well-known  Scriptural  references 
certainly  do  not,  as  far  as  we  know,  include  a 
knowledge  of  the  rod.    Of  two  dictionaries  winch 
I  have,  one  says  "  Angle— To  fish  with  line  and 
hook ;  hence  to  use  some  bait  or  artifice "  ;  and 
under  "  Angler  "  it  says  :  "  One  who  fishes  with  a 
hook."    A  later  dictionary,  in  point  of  fact  the 
latest,  takes  the  higher  view  of  the  thing,  and 
says  :  "  Angle— a  hook,  a  fishing  hook,"  adding 
"  a  fishing  rod,  with  its  attached  line  and  hook. 
Technically,  therefore,  the  balance  is  quite  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Aflalo's  view,  but  I  should  not  be 
the  one  to  say  that  hand-lining  must  never  be 
brought  within  the  meaning  of  the  term.  It 
the  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion have  strong  ideas  upon  the  subject,  they  might 
do  a  serviceable  thing  to  sport  by  passing  a  distinct 
resolution  creating  the  law,  viz.,  that  sea  angling 
means,  not  hand-lining  but  fishing  with  the  rod. 
The  ancient  book  which  Mr.  Wilcocks  has  been 
kind  enough  to  lend  me,  was  described  by  him  m 
the  lecture  delivered  a  few  months  ago.  lhe 
title  is  "  The  Gentleman  Angler  and  Complete 
Fisherman,"  and    Mr.   Satchell  (who  devoted 
laborious  years  to  tracing  the  .authors  of  old 
works  upon  fishing  generally)  evidently  failed  to 
discover  who  our  "gentleman    was.    lhe  title 
page  is,  as  usual,  a  pretty  long  one,  setting  forth 
that  the  work  contains  short,  plain,  and  easy 
instructions,  whereby  the  most  ignorant  beginner 
may  in  a  little  time  become  a  perfect  artist 
in  anting  for  salmon,  salmon  peal,  trout,  gucl- 
eeon  Sua.    The  use  of  the  word  "  artist    m  that 
connection  is  worth  noting;  for  in  these  days, 
when  every  play  actor  and  music  hall  mum,...  r 
calls  himself  an  artist,  there  is  a  great  deal  Of 
sneering  at  the  word  as  used  by  others  than  the 
painters,  to  whom  it  used  to  be  supposed  to  especial  ly 
apply.  But  here  we  have  the  expression  used  even 
foirthe  angler  1 51 1  years  ago.  The  bulk  of  the  book, 
as  may  be  supposed,  deals  with  river  and  pond 
fishing,  but  in  small  type  appears  this  sentence  . 
"Together  with   an  Appendix  containing  the 
method  of  Rock  and  Sea  Fishing,  an  Alphabetical 


1667,  stating  that  "  This  day  Mr.  Caesar  told  me 
a  pretty  experiment  of  his,  of  angling  with  a 
minikin,  a  gut  string  varnished  over,  which  keeps 
it  from  swelling,  and  is  beyond  any  hair  for 
strength   and   smallness.     The    secret    I  like 
mightily."    Coming  now  to  my  own  bookshelves, 
and  taking  the  books  down  just  as  they  happen, 
I  find  first  "  The  Anglers'  Museum."  by  Thomas 
Shirley.    Mine  is  the  third  edition,  but  the  first 
was  published  in  1784,  and  it  was  very  popular, 
for  it  ran  into  three  editions.    We  have  a  notion 
that  these  are  pre-eminently  days  when  authors 
and  journalists  blow  their  own  trumpets,  and 
magnify  their  office;   but  Mr.  Shirley,  or  his 
publisher,  cannot  be  charged  with  excess  of 
modesty,  since  he  declares  that  his  little  work 
contains  "  more  real  and  useful  knowledge  m  the 
science  of  angling  than  is  to  be  found  in  works  ot 
the  same  kind,  though  of  three  times  its  price  and 
bulk."    He  also  says  that  he  can  declare  withoiu 
vanity  that  every  article  in  the  book  is  the  result 
of  his  own  discoveries.    This.  I  am  afraid,  must, 
in  some  respects,  be  received  with  a  gram  of  salt, 
for  he  tells  us  that  whales  are  taken  in  the  .North 
Sea  200ft.  in  length.  There  is  very  little,  however  , 
about  sea  fishing,  as  the  author  deals  only  with 
the  cod,  turtle,  turbot,  skate,  and  sole ;  and  as  he 
does  not  mention  Deal  or  the  Yorkshire  coast  as 
the  haunts  of  these  fish,  and  confines  hunaeli 
principally  to  the  commercial  aspects  ol  the 
fisheries,    it    is    reasonable    to    assume  that 
the  little  boast  in  the  preface  about  his  own 
discoveries    refer  to  the  fresh  water  species. 
He  had  some  notion,  however,  of  fishing  tor  the 
smelt.    He  states  that  the  smelts  visited  the 
Thames  in  March  and  August,  the  spring  run 
advancing  to  Mortlake.  while  m  August  they 
made  a  stand  about  Blackwall.    He  makes  no 
mention  of  the  rod,  but  says  the  best  way  of 
angling  for  them  is  with  a  paternoster  line,  with  a 
small  shot  to  sink  it  under  water  and  the  baits 
should  be  earth- boles,  gentles  well  scoured,  paste, 
or  the  fish  itself  cut  into  small  bits  sufficient  to 
cover  the  hook.  The  smelt, however,  is  not  included 
amongst  the  sea  fish.but  comes  under  the  list  winch 
is  headed  by  the  salmon.    A  word  or  two  in 


Explanation  of  Technical  Words  used  in  the  A  t 
S  Angling,  e-c.,  by  a  Gentleman  who  has  made 
his  Angling  his  Diversion  upwards  of.  28 l  yea  s. 
Bound  hp  in  this  book  is  a  little  work  called 
"The Complete  Fisherman"  (1724),  aconipih, 
apparently1  from  the  best  authors    as  trough 
together  by  James  Saunders,  Esq     a  rwnt 
fisherman.    The. book  was  reprinted  »«  >'!. 
-Fisherman;  or,  the  Art  of  Angling  Made  Easy, 
and    I    mention    it    to-night    because  Jam* 
Saunders,  Esq  ,  seems  to  Mbe  nr*  B»gUnj 
author  who  mentions  the  use  of  gut  tDOUgn 
there  is  an  entry  in  "  Fepys  Diary,'  Mar-h  is, 


passing  upon  Thomas  Frederick  Salter,  at  one  time 
the  principal  authority  on  angling  m  England 
In  his  third  edition  he  has  a  chapter  on  sea  fishing 
under  the  title  of  "  Angling  for  Salt  Water  1  tab, 
and  definitely  says  that  when  fishing  irona  a  piei 
or  from  a  headland  durine tolerably  ealmwej 
he  always  used  a  strong  plaited  silk  line  of  a  dark 
colour,  upwards  of  70yds.  long    wound  or  the 
largest  sized   multiplying    winch,  and  •■Jcwj 
bamboo  trolling  rod  2<ift.  long.  .  The  mult .ply  g 
winch  has  gone  out  of  fashion  m  these  dars.  but 
that  was,  on  the  whole,  a  most  workmanlike  .  ig- 
ont  for  the  year  1808.    In  one  of  his  pre  aces 
he  states  that  he  writes  from  practice  and  ex- 
perience,  and  that  he  does  not  arrange  us  nu  tie 
from  books.    There  are  some  other  eai  fji «*J 
in  which  sea  fishing  is  lightly  ment  o. ed, bat 
mostly  from  the  natural  history  point  J™»> 
such  as,  for  instance,  in  "The  Art  of  A  J    '  • 
Rock,  and  Sea  Fishing,"  written  by  >  . Jtt  h 
Brookes,  a  Northamptonshire    clevg; in.ni.  one 
edition  of  which  is  said  to  have  been  ediled  ■>  t  ; 
famous  Moses  Browne  in  his  old  age.    A  w  oi  k  by 
Mr  Blazon,  on  the  deep  eca  and  COM  B*aeri«ol 
Ireland,  is  a  nn.ttter  <  f  iu-(s  and  heats,  though 
Jhcreta  a  good  deal  about  line  fishing ^l--  ^ ^ 
mackerel.  Pursuing  my  »ayalon,t 1.  1     k      - ^ 
I  next  conic  to  "Shootmgand  r  idling,  both  -  i  a 
uidl/ind  andinthcFicl.wMte.  |,n,  WN,,tl.md 

passing  ment..-,..    I  •  ,   |,lVer   of     |-  't 

•ould  answer  for  his  being  ■>  '  JJ-tfini 
generally,   and  an  enthusiast   in  eieryu.ing 
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on  the  Hen  Hlioro.     Ho  had  a  brother  (John 
Keast  Lord),  who  was  a  traveller  as  well  as 
a  sportsman,  and  who,  I  believe,  was  one  of 
the    earliest,    if   not   the    earliest,    to  write 
about  tho  fish  and  fishing  of  Vancouver  Island. 
"  Facts  and  Useful  Hints  relating  to  Shooting 
and  Filhing"  was  compiled  by  Mr.  Irwin  Cox, 
who  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Field,  and  who 
has  for  thirty  years  given  us  the  "  Angler's 
Diary."    He  includes  sea  fishing  in  the  portion  of 
the  Look  devoted  to  sport  with  the  rod  and  hand- 
line.    We  now  come  to  a  period  when  a  really 
direct  sea  fishing  literature  was  given  to  the 
public,  and,  as  you  will  naturally  suppose,  "  The 
Sea  Fisherman, '  by  J.  C.  Wilcocks,  is  the  book 
that  I  first  mention,  because  it  has  not  only  had 
a  wonderful  success,  but  is  undoubtedly  the  sure 
foundation  upon  which  succeeding  writers  have 
built.    Mr.  Wilcocks  informs  me  that  it  was 
Lord's  "Sea  Fish  and  How  to  Catch  Them," 
published  in  1H&2,  which  gave  him  the  idea  of  the 
in-njnum  opus  to  which  we  have  all  been  so  much 
indebted.    The  popularity  of  the  smaller  work 
convinced  our  friend  Wilcocks  that  a  compre- 
hensive book  upon  the  subject  would  be  successful, 
and,  having  the  faith  of  his  opinions,  he  produced 
it.  I  understand  that  more  than  4500  copies  have 
been  sold,  and  subsequent  writers  wno  have 
u  rit  ten  upon  sea  fishing  of  any  kind,  have  not  only 
accepted  him  as  a  standard  authority  in  whom 
there  is  no  guile,  but  have  (as  they  always  ought 
to  do)  frankly  acknowledged  their  indebtedness  to 
him.    There  was  a  good  deal  being  written  about 
sea  fishing  in  the  press  in  the  sixties,  and  "  Wild 
Fowler,"  in  his  contributions  to  Bell's  Life,  under 
that  name,  and  afterwards  to  the  Field  as  "  Snap 
Shot,"  gives  valuable  information  as  to  the  kind 
of  fishing  to  be  done  from  a  yacht.    His  matter 
is  to  a  very  great  extent  generally  descriptive, 
and  his  experience  was  as  much  on  the  French 
coasts  as  on  the  English.    His  books  are  most 
readable,  and  though  he  says  little  about  the  rod, 
there  are  many  wrinkles  to  be  gathered  from  his 
experience  of  the  sporting  fish,  to  which  the 
angler  pure  and  simple  pays  attention.  When, 
however,  an  author  has  to  write  for  yachting  men 
shooting  men,  dog  men,  as  well  as  fishermen,  there 
must  be  necessarily  some  dilution  all  round.  At 
the  same  time,  his  works  should  have  a  place  in 
any  properly  constituted  sea  angler's  library.  In 
this   connection  let  me  make  hearty,  if  only 
passing,  mention  of  "  Sea  Fishing  as  a  Sport,"  by 
Oaptam  Lambton  Young.    The  interest  which 
the  author  has  taken  in  this  society  shows  also 
that  during  the  thirty-two  years  that  have  elapsed 
since  m  print  he  described  the  various  kinds  of 
sea  fash,  how,  when,  and  where  to  catch  them  in 
their  various  seasons  and  localities,  his  heart 
has  remained  true  to  the  sportsman's  ideals. 

°f  necessity  and  intention  dealing  lightly 
with  all  the  modem  writers  whom  we  know  and 
whose  works  are  of  ten jn  our  hands ;  and  in  passing 
on  to  the  period  of  which  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Association  may  be  said  to  be  the  embodiment 
let  me  not  forget  to  recommend  a  work  entitled 
Benderloch ;  or,  Notes  from  the  West  High- 
lands,    by  W    Anderson    Smith,    author  of 

KirSiaTVi  B  .1S  f?T,  its  admirable  literary 
style,  and  the  natural  history  of  the  sea  shore 
lather  than  for  any  element  of  sport,  that  I 
recommend  it ;  but  it  is  one  of  those  books  which 
one  can  take  down  and  dip  into  for  half 
an  hour  with  pleasure,  and  always  with  profit. 

£  of  ?Sf  °f  Gl"eat,Sea  Fisheries  Exhibi- 
tion at  1863  contains  much  information  that  it 
would  not  harm  the  sea  angler  to  learn.  Mr 
Houldsworth,  who  wrote  a  large  and  valuable 
work  upon  deep  sea  fishing,  treating  the  subiect 
generally  from  the  utilitarian  point  of  view  was 

fisWtheiTtn^t0rS  Up°n  ^  appaStuTforlea 
Jfe*  +the  natural  history  handbook,  by 
Mi  Sayde  Kent  and  a  popular  history  of  fisheries 
and  fishermen  of  all  countries,  by  Mr.  Adams 
are  equally  worth  attention.    Thl  nandbook.Ty 

and^ll,  P-  K  ^'  °?  the  "  Literature  of  Sea 
and  River  Fishing  fairly  well  covers  the  subiect 
up  to  date,  though,  as  all  who  knew  the  stalwart 
parson  would  suppose,  the  fresh  water  anglmg 
books  monopolised  most  of  his  attention,  wf 
finally  arrive  at  our  own  days,  and  to  the  literature 
which  I  suppose  may  be  assumed  without  con 
traduction,  tnrnished  the  fruitful  soil  for  the  tree 
which  has  taken  root  under  the  name  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society.  This  tree  has  flourished 
and  extended  its  branches,  and  put  forth  its 


leaves,  and  actually  borne  fruit,  and  long  may  it 
■  flourish,  so  that  generations  of  sea  anglers  may 
I  yet  come  to  lodge  in  harmony  and  pleasure 
under  its  branches.    As  I  incidentally  remarked 
at  the  commencement,  Mr.  Aflalo,  who  is  him- 
self one  of  the  leading  characters  in  this  scene, 
states  in   "Sea  and   the  Rod  "  that  "  John 
Bickerdyke's "  "Angling  in  Salt  Water"  was  the 
first  book  addressed  solely  to  the  sea  angler.  I 
think  it  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  the  use  of 
that  cheap   little  volume  of  "The  All-round 
Angler  "  series.    It  is  practical  from  beginning  to 
end,  but  as  "  John  Bickerdyke "  is  a  personal 
friend  of  mine,  I  shall  not,  therefore,  say  anything 
more.    As  a  sportsman  myself,  I  can  only  speak 
with  all  sincerity  of  my  gratitude  for  the  pleasure 
I  have  had  in  studying  that  book ;  my  thanks  for 
the  information  he,  as  a  master,  has  given  me ; 
and  my  admiration  for  the  keen  observation, 
industry,  and  practical  common  sense  which  has 
enabled  him  to  produce  a  work  which,  though 
quite  technical,  is  as  readable  as  a  novel.  Yet 
"Angling  in  Salt  Water  "  was  a  mere  study  by  com- 
parison with  the  monumental  sea  fishing  volume  of 
the  Badminton  Library,  which  the  publishers  were 
sensible  enough  to  place  in  his  hands.    The  whole 
field  is  there  so  covered  that  there  is  not  much  left 
for  any  subsequent  reaper  who  ventures  into  the 
harvest  field,  and  we  in  this  society  ought  to  be, 
as  we  are,  especially  grateful  to  him  for  the 
pages  he  devotes  to  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society,  and  its  founder,  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo.  With 
Mr.  Cook  one  has  always  now  to  bracket  the  name 
of  Mr.  Aflalo,  whose  "  Sea  Fishing  on  the  English 
Coast,"  let  us  remember,  has  a  distinct  place, 
and  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  that 
will  be  referred  to  as  a  study  for  a  bigger  work  of 
the  same  kind,  just  as  "Angling  in  Salt  Water  " 
was  to  the  Badminton  Library  book.  I  know  this 
is  a  tall  order,  for  to  produce  a  complete  sea 
angler's  guide  to  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain 
requires  leisure  and  means,  and  an  amount  of 
patient  work  which  would  appal  most  men.  Such 
a  work  would  best  be  done  by  some  gentleman  of 
means,  not  much  beyond  his  golden  youth,  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  arts  of  sea  angling,  the  habits  of 
sea  fish,  and  acquaintance  with  those  odds  and  ends 
sometimes  called  common  objects  of  the  sea  shore 
which  would  enable  him  to  combine  facts  and 
fancy  m  the  judicial  proportion  which,  whatever 
some  may  say,  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  a 
popular  treatise  that  is  to  win  converts.  Thouo-h 
that  period  of  golden  youth  to  which  I  have 
referred  has  long  since  forsaken  me,  I  am  open  to 
an  offer  on  conditions.    If  some  one  will  provide 
me  with  a  steam  yacht,  of,  say,  from  70  to  100 
tons  ;  a  competent  crew ;  expenses  of  victualling 
wages  and  everything  else  paid  regularly  ;  and  a 
perfectly  free  hand  as  to  time,  with  a  stipulation 
that  it  is  not  to  exceed  three  years,  I  should  know 
what  to  do    There  would  be  lockers  on  two  sides 
ot  the  comfortably  furnished  deck-house,  in  which 
an  assortment  of  rods  for  sea  and  fresh  water 
fashing,  and  suitable  tackle  for  both,  would  be 
always  ready ;  and  around  the  walls  would  be 
shelves  on  which  should  stand  all  the  books  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  and  many  more 
together  with  maps  and  charts,  and  plenty  of 
blank  note-books  for  full  entering  up  the  daily  log. 
1 ailing  that,  there  may  be  some  wealthy  members 
ol  this  society  who  would  devote  themselves  to 
such  an  expedition.    Two  or  three,  or  three  or 
tour,  might  join  together  in  such  a  splendid 
w^wf'  ?nd  ^e  result  would  be,  I  think,  well 
M^fl^\tr°U-ble,-andc.  the  expense,  for  if 'what 
cL  i  »  a      S'  m}1S   Sea  Fishing  on  the  English 
mSnt  J5nt  ^  ^  tree  »  80  Sood,  what 

tne  Rod,  the  joint  production  of  Mr.  Aflalo  and 
Surgeon-Gen.  Paske,  must  not  be  forgotten  in  a 
catalogue  of  modem  works,  of  which  no°  ma t  need 

that  in  this  book  there  is  a  chapter  on  the 

te  mPakt  tC V  f  S  P"\bshed  up  to  1891,  though, 
to  add I  fnt  fh!  °Tplf  ^embers  will  now  hive 

itself  it  TW i  ■*  V6S  The  Sea  and  the  Rod" 
£k7'  it  .Badlmnton  sea  fishing  book,  and  any 
others  that  may  be  published  from  time  to  time 
W.  ^nether  the  British  Sea  AnSs'' 
ven S  to  tWP  **%g+ooV,  but  if  not  I  wTuld 
journal  should  be  establ  shed,  and  made  tin. 


experiences,  at  the  close  of  the  year  an  interesting 
volume  would  be  the  result ;  and  this  object  would 
be  much  facilitated  if  one  of  those  registers  were 
provided  for  the  use  of  the  members  that  are  fre- 
quently used  by  shooting  men  and  fresh  water 
anglers.  Such  a  book  would  be  exceedingly  useful, 
and  could  be  made  of  great  interest,  and  if  sold 
at  a  moderate  price  would  pay  its  own  expenses. 
Indeed,  it  might  be  made  a  portion  of  the  annual 
printed  report,  with  such  information  as  the 
society  possesses  as  to  stations,  boats,  fishermen, 
&c,  for  the  use  of  the  members.  It  so  happens 
that  as  I  was  finishing  these  discoursive  remarks, 
I  took  up  the  very  last  gem  of  sea  angling 
literature  which  has  been  published,  and  you  will 
find  it  in  Rudyard  Kipling's  story  "Captains 
Courageous."  I  should  like  you  to  share  the 
delight  which  I  experienced  in  reading  the  in- 
stalment which  appears  in  the  January  number 
of  a  popular  magazine,  for  it  gives  a  most  graphic 
description  of  the  manner  in  which  cod  are  caught 
by  hook  and  line  in  the  North  Sea. 

When  the  applause  which  followed  Mr.  Senior's 
lecture  had  subsided,  Mr.  Aflalo  rose  to  propose 
a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer.  He  referred  to 
Mr.  Senior's  suggestions  as  to  the  resolution  for 
confining  the  association  to  rod  fishers  as  distinct 
from  line  fishers,  and  to  the  idea  of  keeping  a 
log-book  for  members,  and  said  that  he  fully 
agreed  with  the  spirit  of  the  proposals  put  for- 
ward by  Mr.  Senior. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Barrow  seconded  the  proposition, 
which  was  carried  by  acclamation. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  having  been 
proposed  by  Mr.  E.  V.  Clarke,  and  seconded  by 
Mr.  H.  W.  Lane,  the  proceedings  terminated. 


THE  ANGLER  IN  IRELAND  FIFTY 
YEARS  AGO.* 

{Continued  from  page  7.) 


I  have  written  plainly,  and  I  hope  intelligibly ; 
have  not  aimed  at  ornament,  nor,  if  so  disposed! 
have  I  the  presumption  to  think  I  could  succeed! 
Many  inaccuracies,  I  fear,  I  may  have  been 
guilty  of.  Let  me  hope  that,  like  J— n  H— n's 
rod,  it  may  all  be  for  the  better.  At  all  events, 
why  should  not  an  Irishman  be  forgiven  as  readily 
for  writing  as  for  speaking  badly  ?  But,  be  all 
this  as  it  may,  the  litem  scripta  manet,  my  letters, 
have  gone  to  press. 

One  question  I  confidently  propose  to  the  many 
good  and   distinguished  personages  by  whose 
acquaintance  and  friendship  I  have  been  honoured. 
It  is  this :  whether  I  have  ever,  except  most  re- 
luctantly, and,  it  may  be,  to  prevent  what  I  con- 
sidered mischief,   obtruded  myself  on  public 
notice,  either  in  speaking  or  writing  ?    I  antici- 
pate what  the  reply  will  be,  for  to  them  it  is  well 
known  that,  though  I  have  often  been  obliged  to 
appear  prominently  for  both  purposes,  yet  it  has 
been   always  unpremeditated  and  unwillingly. 
Hence,  I  confidently  expect  as  much  justice  from 
the  public  as  has  been  conceded  to  me  by  my 
more  intimate  friends,  and  that  my  readers  may 
be  good  anglers,  good  men,  and  good  Christians 
(lor  all  this  I  hope  I  am  myself),  I  most  fervently 
wish— the  latter  term  being  intended  to  mean 
that  stamp  of  Christian  that  allows  liberty  to  all 
persons  to  pursue  their    respective    routes  to 

*  e-i^nnin  such  a  way  as  their  consciences  shall 
faithfully  direct,  for  anything  like  exclusive  sal- 
vation is  not  part  of  my  creed. 

For  modes  of  faith  let  graceless  zealots  fight— 
His  can  t  be  wrong  whoso  life  is  in  the  right. 

— Pope. 

Having  quoted  from  this  great  poet,  I  cannot 
torbear  an  anecdote.  On  my  first  visit  to  London 
many  years  ago,  I  had  letters  of  introduction  to 
Mr.  Stacpoole,  afterwards  the  Duke  de  Stacpoole 
Another  young  county  Clare  gentleman,  who  was 
expecting  his  father  in  town,  was  much  noticed 

by  Mr.  S  ,  who  often  took  us  both  in  his 

carriage  to  different  parts  of  the  country  in  and 
about  London,  and  always  treated  us  to  excellent 
dinners,  usually  informing  us  to  whom  the  many 
fane  seats  we  passed  belonged.  One  day,  en  route 
to  Richmond,  Mr.  Stacpoole,  on  passing  Twicken- 
ham, called  our  attention  to  the  spot,  saying  •  "  It 
was  there  the  famous  Pope  resided."  When,  to 
my^utmost  horror  and  astonishmenfr,  my  young 

as#reSds  IrSndT'8  "  Pra°ti0e  °f  ***** 
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companion  vociferously  exclaimed :   "  Blood-an- 
ouns  !  did  the  Pope  live  there  ?  " 

Summary  Chapter  on  Trout  Flies. 

I  did  imagine  that  I  had  exhausted  this  subject, 
but  angling  is  a  science  in  which  there  is  some- 
thing to  be  learned  almost  every  season ;  and 
within  the  last  a  very  strange  occurrence  has 
taken  place  in  every  river  and  lake  that  I  have 
fished,  namely,  the  total  disappearance  of  brown 
flies.  Not  a  single  one  have  I  met  on  either  river 
or  lake — not  even  the  rush  fly,  or  the  September 
one,  half  green,  half  brown.  Grey  flies  and  green 
olives  were  the  prevalent  colours.  The  different 
shades  of  hares'  ear,  rats'  fur  mixed  with  yellow, 
monkeys'  fur,  were  excellent  imitations  of  the 
natural  flies.  Even  the  small  Dromore  and  the 
Grouse  Lochaber  were  of  little  value,  except  in 
very  high  winds,  and  even  then  were  not  equal  to 
the  greys  and  olives  where  the  latter  were 
tied  a  little  more  gaudily,  or  Dromore  way, 
namely,  with  gold  cord  on  the  body,  and 
breast  feather  peacock  and  mallard  wing. 
In  bight  winds  I  found  the  starling,  plain  mallard, 
snipe's  plain  feather,  far  the  best  for  the  wing, 
tied  neatly,  without  any  additional  head,  grey,  or 
what  is  called  cuckoo  heckle,  under  the  wing,  the 
fly  middle  sized. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  the  circumstance  which  I 
have  stated  will  meet  due  consideration  from 
those  philosophers  who  have  so  summarily 
invented  a  new  doctrine  on  the  breeding  of 
salmon,  and  that  they  will  be  equally  successful 
in  its  solution.  May  we  not  ourselves  be  swept 
oft'  some  fine  day,  and  this  pretty  little  globe 
peopled  with  a  different  race  of  beings. 

Like  leaves  on  trees,  the  race  of  man  is  found, 
Now-green  on  high,  now  withering  on  the  ground  ; 
Another  race  the  following  spring  supplies, 
Now  fall  successive,  and  successive  rise. 

— Pope's  "  Homer's  Iliad." 

But  as  all  this  is  not  likely  to  happen  in  our 
time,  I  will  desist  from  quoting  poetry,  and 
return  to  the  practical,  as  I  purpose  to  leave 
nothing  unsaid  or  unwritten  that  can  benefit  my 
brother  anglers;  and,  following  the  example  of 
Walton,  Cotton,  and  others  (but  I  will  hope  more 
intelligibly),  give  the  plainest  directions  as  to  the 
trout  flies  adapted  to  the  different  angling 
months,  their  sizes,  and  description,  and  the 
localities  in  which  they  may  be  used  to  the  best 
advantage,  either  in  this,  or,  it  may  possibly  be, 
in  various  other  countries. 

January — Trout. 

I  have  heretofore  remarked  that  I  have  taken 
trout  in  high  season  on  Dromore  in  the  latter 
part  of  this  month  with  flies,  which  were  large 
and  gaudy ;  but  this  lake  is  on  hot  limestone  soil, 
and  the  fish  recover  very  quickly  after  spawning, 
or  some  may  not  have  bred  at  the  usual  time,  but 
before,  or  perhaps  not  bred  at  all  that  year.  They 
were  not  of  the  largest  size,  none  exceeding  five 
pounds. 

I  have  never  fished  rivers  for  trout  during  this 
month,  but  have  sometimes  taken  them  with  very 
large  salmon  flies,  and  some  that  rose  at  those 
large-  flies.  I  have  at  the  same  time  tried  with 
trout  flies,  and  they  would  not  mind  them,  nor 
take  anything  at  the  time. 

February — Trout — Rivers. 

In  this  month,  if  mild,  some  few  flies  make 
their  appearance.  They  can,  for  the  most  part, 
be  imitated  by  the  different  shades  of  hare's  ear 
plain,  some  mixed  with  very  bright  yellow,  some 
with  a  very  little  claret  colour  mohair  or  fur.  A 
few  of  the  bodies  should  be  ribbed,  and  the  best 
rib  is  the  gold  bullion  of  an  officer's  epaulette, 
which,  if  difficult  to  obtain,  may  be  easily 
abstracted  with  sharp  .  scissors  when  the  gallant 
son  of  Mars  is  engaged,  as  he  generally  shojild  he 
(particularly  in  peace  time),  in  earnest  converse 
with  a  terrestrial  angel ;  and  as  of  these  there  can 
be  no  scarcity,  so  as  little,  it  may  be  presumed, 
can  there  be  of  officers  or  epaulettes. 

A  dark  brown  fly,  as  a  dropper,  is  good  in  this 
month,  and  so  is  a  sooty  brown,  both  plain,  with 
plain  rail  wing,  and  red  heckle  under  the  wing. 

There  should  be  two  sizes-of  those  flies,  one  the 
size  of  tke  fly  on  the  water  or  a  little  bigger,  the 
L  other  much  larger.  I  have  heretofore  remarked 
that,  if  -  exactness  in  the  colour  and  wing  of  the 
fly  is  observed,  a  little  difference  in  the  size  will 
not  avail ;  and  I  again  remind  all  brother  anglers 
to  be  provided  with  a  watchmaker's  microscope, 


IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE 


OIF  THE 


UNITED  KINGDOM,  THE  COLONIES  &  INDIA. 


PATRON : 

HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN  AND  EMPRESS. 

PRESIDENT : 

H.R.H.  THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES,  K.G. 


Yachting  and  Fisheries 

Exhibition 


ZMZ^IT  TO 


Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Advice : 

CAPTAIN  H.R.H.  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK,  K.G, 


It  has  been  decided  by  His  Royal  Highness  the  President 
and  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Imperial  Institute  to  hold 
an  Exhibition  of  YACHTING  AND  FISHERIES,  to  be 
opened  on  or  about  17th  May,  1897. 

All  who  are  desirous  of  exhibiting  should  apply  at  once 
-for  forms  to  Sir  ALFRED  JEPHSON,  Capt.  R.N.,  Assistant 
Secretary,  Imperial  Institute,  London,  S.W. 


22 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  9,  1897 


for  without  one  tho  most  eagle-eyed  person  will 
not  ho  qualified  to  discern  the  exact  colour  of  the 
body,  the  ril>,  or  wing  of  the  natural  fly. 

A  middling  largo  dark  olive  body  is  good  this 
month,  with  a  dyed  olive  heckle;  the  wing,  two 
feathers  of  the  wren's  tail  at  each  side;  this  should 
ho  always  a  dropper,  for  if  a  tail  fly,  the  wings  are 
apt  toenail  Off,  and  with  this  dropper  the  Grouse 
Loohahor  may  ho  usod  as  a  tail  fly  or  a  red  heckle 
fly,  both  with  orange  body— the  latter  starling  or 
snipe's  plain  feather  for  wing. 

Those  are  the  principal  flies  I  would  used  in 
this  month.  I  describe  them  according  to  my 
.judgment,  without  applying  to  them  the  denomina- 
tions in  uso  among  tho  various  fly-tyers ;  and  now 
for  the  lakes. 

On  Dromon*  the  kind  of  fly  already  described 
holds  its  ground ;  but,  in  addition,  the  real  Dro- 
moro  fly,  cinnamon,  copper  coloured,  and  deep 
browns  are  excellent ;  tied  as  directed,  with  pea- 
cock breast  feather  and  mallard  wing,  blue 
mohair  head,  sometimes  a  heckle  or  two  in  the 
wing.  All  those  last  mentioned  for  tail  flies;  for 
droppers  a  small-sized  salmon  peal  fly,  a  large- 
sized  hare's  ear,  with  a  little  orange  mohair, 
ribbed  with  small  throe-twist  gold  cord,  full  grey 
heckle  under  the  wing,  dark  blue  or  ostrich  black 
feather  head. 

A  black  fur  bodied  fly,  gold  or  silver  cord, 
black  heckle,  breast  feather  and  mallard  wing, 
orange  mohair  head. 

The  large  Westmeath  dropper  on  single  gut, 
small  yellow  tail,  mallard  jib  three  fibres,  deep 
brown  body,  with  a  large  deep  coloured  hackle, 
spotted  mallard  wing,  full  and  well  divided  with 
bead  eyes,  as  heretofore  stated. 

I  have  been  rather  copious  in  those  directions, 
well  knowing  that  many  lakes  if  fished  thus 
early  would  produce  excellent  fish,  and  good 
sport  in  any  weather  that  could  be  reasonably 
withstood  with  safety. 

Tedane  is  also  a  very  early  lake.  I  was  long 
since  told  by  an  old  fisherman  that  he  had,  when- 
ever the  water  was  low  in  the  beginning  of  the 
season  always  fished  it,  and  that  he  had  once,  on  a 
l-ith  of  February,  and  on  a  severe  cold  day,  taken 
sixteen  fine  trout,  and  that  in  the  act  of  knocking 
the  head  of  the  seventeenth  against  the  gunwale 
it  flew  out  of  his  hands  into  the  lake,  he  having 
previously  taken  out  the  fly  and  forgotten  his 
priest.  Until  the  season  advances,  the  water 
remains  high  in  this  lake,  and  it  covers  much 
marshy  ground,  therefore  in  spring  and  late 
harvest  it  is  a  bad  lake,  except,  as  remarked,  the 
season  may  be  dry. 

-s^^^/^^^y  of  a  much  smaller 
size  than  those  for  Dromore,  but  otherwise  of 
the  same  description,  and  both  kinds  mav  be 
depended  on  for  Lough  Mask  and  the  Westmeath 
lakes  though  I  beheve  that  neither  are  ever  tried 
so  early. 

(To  be  continued.) 


a  length  higher  up  the  river.  I  had  taken  with 
me  a  new  split-cane  rod  of  Hardy's  make,  which 
gave  a  greater  zest  to  my  share  of  the  day's  fish- 
ing. It  was  the  first  time  I  had  fished  with  a 
split-cane  rod,  and  I  must  say  I  was  delighted 
with  it.  I  put  my  rod  together,  and  commenced 
to  swim  the  worm,  as  recommended  by  Mr. 
Walbran,  with  the  exception  that  instead  of  the 
single  hook  I  used  Pennell  tackle.  Before  my 
float  had  travelled  a  dozen  yards  it  stopped 
suddenly,  and  gave  a  slight  dip.  I  struck  and 
hooked  my  fish,  and  from  his  play  I  booked  him 
to  be  a  trout,  which  turned  out  to  be  correct. 
This  in  the  proper  season  would  have  been  en- 
couraging, but  now  was  rather  annoying,  as  I  was 
frightened  of  disturbing  the  swim. 

I  got  h  im  out  as  quickly  and  quietly  as  possible, 
put  him  back,  and  tried  further  down.    Here  I 
was  rewarded  by  another  run,  and  this  time  knew 
I  had  got  a  grayling.    I  have  heard  some  people 
say  grayling  had  no  play  in  them,  but  I  am  sure 
these  same  people  have  never  caught  a  Bolton 
Woods  grayling  in  proper  season.    I  would  not 
go  so  far  as  to  say  that  a  Jib.  grayling  will  fight 
as  hard  as  a  trout  of  similar  size,  because  I  do  not 
think  so ;  nevertheless,  if  you  are  using  fine  tackle, 
as  we  were,  the  fisherman  will  have  to  handle  his 
fish  in  workmanlike  manner  if  he  is  to  bring 
them  safely  to  the  net.    Working  my  way  up- 
stream, picking  up  a  fish  here  and  there,  I  arrived 
at  the  wooden  bridge,  where  I  found  my  friend 
J.  waiting  for  me,  and  dinner  for  us  both.    I  am 
sure  if  the  grayling  had  been  half  so  hungry  as 
we  were,  we  should  have  made  a  better  show  than 
we  did  ;  but  the  excellent  home-fed  ham  and  new 
laid  eggs  made  some  amends  for  our  want  of 
success  amongst  the  fish.    My  friend  had  been 
less  fortunate  than  myself,  as  he   had  taken 
nothing  but  trout,  which,  of  course,  he  had  put 
back.    We  did  not  waste  much  time  over  our 
dinner,  as  we  knew  the  light  would  soon  fail  us. 
I  had  tried  the  fly  for  about  an  hour,  but  did  not 
get  a  rise,  so  we  decided  for  the  remainder  of 
the  short  time  at  our  disposal  to  stick  to  the 
worm. 

We  recommenced  to  fish  one  on  each  side  of 
the  river,  and  by  the  time  we  bad  reached  the 
stepping  stones  the  light  had  so  far  faded  we 
could  scarcely  see  our  floats.  Although  the  sport 
did  not  come  up  to  our  expectations  (our  total 
was  eleven  grayling  and  nine  trout),  we  had 
thoroughly  enjoyed  ourselves.  We  made  our  way 
across  the  fields  to  the  hotel,  where  tea  was  quickly 
served,  to  which  we  did  ample  justice  ;  and  after 
a  smoke  by  the  cosy  fire,  we  retraced  our  steps  to 
the  station,  feeling  the  happiness  and  contentment 
which  comes  after  a  day's  grayling  fishing. 

J.  R 


A  DAY'S  GRAYLING  FISHING. 

llYrr'S^111  November  last  when 
of i* l6ft  f,°Sgy  B->  for  the  purpose 
of  enjoying  a  day's  grayling  fishing.  Our  desti- 
nation was  Bolton  Woods,  through  which  runs  the 
ever  changing  Wharfe,  with  its°rippling  sSeams 
and  deep  swirling  pools.  As  wf  stepped  on? 
of  the  tram  at  Bolton  Abbey  Station,  we  found 

Z I  ^Vhe/°g  We  ^ad  behind  us,  a  beTl 
fnl l  crisp,  frosty  morning,  which  seemed  as  near 

we  walked  along  our  hopes  rose  high  at  the 
prospect  of  the  day's  sport  before  us.  A  twenty 
minutes'  walk  brought  us  to  the  De*Sh£ 
Hotel  where  we  made  arrangements  to  have 
tea  at  five  o'clock,  and,  having  adjusted  oS 
Wgues  and  waders,  wended  our  way  to The 

And  who  but  brothers  of  the  craft  can  imagine 
the  joy  which  such  a  scene  brings  to  the  hTit^f 
an  angler?  True,  great  changes  have  taken 
place  since  sprrng-time-we  miss  the  primroses 
the  buttercups  and  daisies,  but  in  their*  place we 
have  the  varied  tints  of  autumn,  and  tKeat 
trees  in  all  then-  naked  grandeur.  Our  PlS  of 
campaign  was  to  fish  up  to  the  wooden  bridge 
have  our  dumer  at  the  cottage,  then  fish  up  to the 
five  streams  and  back  again  in  time  for  tea  and 
on  this  understanding  parted  coSpany.'l  to 
fish  the  long  pool  above  the  bridge,  and  J.  to  fish 


RED-LETTER  DAY 
DACE. 


AMONG  THE 


It  was  just  after  an  August  Bank  Holiday,  not 
many  years  ago,  when  I  received  a  letter  one 
morning  from  my  dear  old  friend  Mills  saying  he 
was  going  to  have  three  days'  fishing  on  a  ' well 
known  river  noted  for  its  good  fish  of  all  descrip- 
tions, except  bream,  and  which  he  had  fished  on 
several  occasions  with  very  poor  sport;  would  I 
accompany  him  about  the  middle  of  the  month 
tor  the  last  three  days  of  the  week,  viz.,  Thursday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday.    After  waiting  a  day  or 

J°T  7  /fd  f range  matters  in  business,  I 
tound  I  could  only  spare  one  day,  and  chose  that 

wX™a\^Ucky  Fl>iday  which,  as  you 
beSedP  Tf  7  See'  m  this  Par«cidar  instance 
behedits  name;  consequently,  after  writing  him 

re «ntt  "!?  an  expression  of 

rl!  ti  ^  him'  ^  decided  to,  and  did,  go  on 
Sw, fbursday,  and  I  was  to  go  down  ol  the 

usnSll  m<Tm£ '  ?ick  Mm  UP  at  *be  station  he 
usually  got  out  at,  we  having  previously  made 

Xut  foi^lt^  $  °n  t0  the  next  *tati^ 
about  tour  miles  further  on,  and  fish  the  water 

He  was  there,  and,  after  the  usual  greetings  the 
next  question  I  asked,  «  What  sport^Sla'y  ?» 

hrtu  if^L^Se  0^m  th«  evenin*-  Water  so 
might ,  if  anything,  clearer  than  gin."  Arrived  at 

thenver  side,  withaplentif  ul  supply  0f  goodgentles 

KdScrifen^f '  1  to^t^^SSTiS 
as  he  descnbed  it,  and  consequently  felt  somewhat 


depressed ;  but  as  it  has  always  been  my  maxim 
to  do  my  best  even  under  the  most  adverse 
circumstances,  Ave  very  quickly  unpacked  our 
roach  rods,  and,  on  plumbing  the  depth,  found 
about  5ft.  of  water  in  a  run  between  some  weeds  • 
and  after  carefully  fishing  several  swims,  with  the 
result  of  only  a  few  roach  about  7in.  or  8iu.  long, 
which  we  returned,  we  moved  still  further  on,  and 
tound  a  hole  of  about  10ft.  in  depth,  and  the  very 
first  swim  my  friend  Mills  hooked  a  roach  of  lib. 
in  weight,  and  although  we  fished  for  over  an 
hour,  not  another  touch  could  either  of  us  /get. 
As  the  water  for  the  next  half  mile  was  very 
shallow  and  weedy,  we  did  not  trouble  to  try 
it,  but  strolled  on  until  we  came  to  a  nice 
bend    in    the    river,  with    a  sharp  run  close 
in  to  the  bank— just  the  sort  of  swim  chub 
delight  in— and,  putting  on  the  plummet,  I  found 
about  9ft.  of  water,  and  the  bottom  hard  travel 
and  fairly  clear  of  weeds.    Asking  Mills  if  he  had 
fished  it,  he  replied :  "  No  ;  runs  too  hard  to  fish 
with  a  float."    I  said,  "  Never  mind,  let  us  give  it 
a  trial."  So  putting  on  a  heavy  float,  and  dropping 
in  two  or  three  balls  of  ground-bait,  with  a  decent 
sized  stone  inside  of  each  ball  to  make  sure  of 
them  dropping  in  the  swim,  I  started  with  gentles, 
but  previously  remarked  to  my  friend,  "  If  I  get 
hold  of  anything  here  I  expect  it  will  be  a  chub, 
and  break  up  my  fine  gut  line."    I  did  not  do  so, 
as  the  sequel  will  show ;  but  on  the  float  settling 
fairly  in  the  swim,  down  it  went  like  a  flash,  and 
I  was  in  for  a  short,  but  shaip  battle  with  a  £lb. 
dace,  and  a  picture  he  was,  both  in  shape  and 
colour.   Half  a  dozen  swims  resulted  in  as  many 
dace,  not  one  under  6oz.,  Mills  all  the  time 
looking  on,  and   hardly    able    to  believe  his 
own  eyes  at  the  class  of  fish,  until  I  roused 
him  up  by  inviting  him  to  sit  down  within  10ft. 
of  me,  and  we  would  fish  it  together,  as  we  had 
fished  on  many  occasions  before  and  since,  and 
hope  to  many  times  again  before  we  are  called 
away  from  this  sublunary  abode,  to  which  he 
readily  assented,  and  was  very  soon  at  it;  and, 
although  it  was  then  past  12  o'clock  in  the  day] 
by  half  past  six  in  the  evening  we  had  made  up 
our  united  takes  to  391b.  weight— mine  weighing 
241b.,  made  up  of  forty  dace  weighing  201b.,  one 
trout  lib.  2oz.,  and  six  roach  to  complete  the 
total,  the  heaviest  dace  weighed  ISMoz.,  while 
Mills  had  twenty-two  dace,  101b.  lO^oz.,  heaviest 
12toz.,  and  six  roach,  41b. ;  and  there  is  no  doubt 
we  could  have  caught  more,  but  were  quite 
satisfied,  as  we  had  over  two  miles  to  walk  to  the 
railway  station.    We  knew  they  would  fit  close 
before  we  got  there,  and  so  they  did.   I  left  Mills 
down  there,  and  brought  his  fish  home,  and 
greatly  they  were  admired  the  next  day  by  every- 
one who  saw  them,  and  thus  ended  a  red-letter 
day  among  the  dace.    Before  completing  this 
account,  I  may  say  Mills,  although  fishing  the 
same  swim  under  the  same  conditions  the  whole 
of  the  next  day,  only  got  about  71b.  of  fish. 
I  have  had  several  days  there  since  then,  but 
never  such  a  day  as  the  first,  although  I  have  had 
takes  from  101b.  to  201b. ;  and  only  last  season  a 
dace  of  14oz.  out  of  the  same  swim,  but  never.  I 
am  afraid,  shall  I  repeat  such  a  day's  fishing 

A.  George. 


THE 


FISHERMAN'S  NAUTICAL 
ALMANACK* 


This  work  is  full  of  information  relative  to 
one  of  our  most  important  industries.    It  gives 
statistics  of  our  fishing  fleet  of  steamers,  smacks, 
and  boats  employed  at  the  various  ports  and 
fishing  stations  of  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland,  numbering  many  thousands  of  vessels ; 
also  the  "  ocean  harvest "  they  gather  yearly 
amounting  to  many  millions  of  pounds  sterling  • 
the  moon  s  changes ;  and  the  tides  for  every  month 
at  every  port  in  the  United  Kingdom,  France, 
Holland,  and  elsewhere.    A  calendar  with  chrono- 
logical notes  for  each  month  of  thjs  year,  with  an 
astronomical  ephemeris,  give  importance  to  this 
useful  publication  ;  and  the  guide  to  the  light- 
houses and  light- vessels  on  our  insular  coasts  and 
the  coasts  of  all  adiacent  maritime  countries,  also 
the  map  of  Grimsby  town  and   harbour,  add  ;i 
special  value  to  this  very  admirable  work. 


*  By  O  T  Olson.  Published  at  Grimsby, 
by  post,  Is.  4d.  ' 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dnnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Thames  (Datchet) — I  have  not  been  out  for  several  days, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  water,  but  it  has  fined  down  now, 
and  is  in  good  order  for  all-round  fishing.  On  the  4th, 
with  Mr.  O'Dowd,  three  dozen  roach,  some  of  them 
going  lib.  each. — J.  Keene. 

  (Henley). — The  river  is  nearly  all  right  now,  and 

anglers  generally  are  getting  good  sport.  Some  capital 
bigs  of  roach  have  been  taken.  Artell  had  bags  on  1st 
and  5th  weighing  121b.  and  101b. ;  Mr.  Webber,  on  3rd, 
211b.  Several  other  anglers,  same  day,  with  bags  from 
71b.  upwards.  To-day  (6th)  the  water'  is  nearly  perfect. 
Some  good  fish  have  been  taken  :  Mr.  Meads,  fishing  with 
G.  Vaughan,  a  nice  brace  of  pike,  weight  121b.  and  51b. 
each  ;  a  patron,  roaching  with  Artell,  101b.,  the  two  bast 
lib.  8£oz.  and  lib.  CJoz. ;  Mr.  Hooper,  six  brace  of  good 
perch. — J.  W.  Read. 

  (Pangbourne). — The  water  in  this  district  is 

getting  into  good  order,  and  by  the  end  of  the  week  will 
be  in  first  class  condition.  There  were  a  few  anglers  down 
on  Jan.  3,  and  Mr.  Bletehley,  of  Great  Northern  Anglers, 
liad  a  nice  take  of  roach  ;  but  the  water  was  not  in  roach- 
ing order,  it  fell  about  2ft.  from  Friday  to  Sunday.  Some 
bank  anglers  at  Mapledurham  on  Tuesday  got  some  good 
roach  ;  and  a  gentleman  here  to-day  had  some  good  fish — 
roach  and  jack — but  how  much  I  could  not  say,  as  he  was 
punt  fishing.  The  fish  seem  to  feed  well  when  the  water 
is  right,  but  it  is  so  uncertain  at  this  time  of  year. — 
G  H  S 

'         (Windsor   District). — The  river  here,  which 

was  clearing  nicely  up  to  the  4th  inst.,  will,  I  fear,  be 
again  out  of  condition  owing  to  the  rains  of  the  5th  inst. 
Though  I  would  not  have  advised  any  one  to  fish  for  jack 
in  such  a  thick  water  ;is  we  had  here  on  the  2nd  inst., 
Mr.  C.  Hobbs,  of  Eton,  tried  them  in  a  lay  bye  off  the 
Windsor  Weir  stream,  and  secured  a  nice  brace  going  81b. 
Mr.  C.  Elliot,  of  Eton,  has  had  some  nice  roach,  also  a 
rarity  for  the  time  of  year  in  the  form  of  a  barbel,  which 
he  hooked  whilst  roach  tieluug,  and  without  net  or  assis- 
tance secured  his  fish  ;  it  weighed  41b.  6|oz.  Several 
minor  catches  of  roach  have  been  had,  and  should  rain 
keep  off  water  will  be  perfect  for  thc3e  fish  by  the  10th 
inst.,  and  not  too  cloudy  for  jack ;  but  paternostering  will 
be  best,  unless  if  spinning  a  very  bright  bait  is  spun  slowly 
on  single  gut  trace,  without  much  weight;  and  if  still 
water,  try  and  dispense  with  it  altogether,  though  casting 
is  not 'so  easy  or  pleasant. — B.  ft.  Bambridge. 

Aberystwyth. — With  the  present  open  weather  there 
seems  every  prospect  of  an  early  season  among  the  trout. 
Unfortunately,  although  Aberystwyth  possesses  two  fine 
rivers,  namely  the  Ystwyth  and  Rheidol,  these  are  both 
polluted,  and  by  and  under  the  Act  of  Parliament  an 
alteration  should  be  made  by  prosecuting  those  who  poison 
these  rivers.  Trout  that  I  have  seen  are  in  good  con- 
dition, and  waiting  for  the  hook  when  the  time  comes.— 
Howard  Smith.  _       .  . 

Aran  (Fulborough).— There  is  nothing  to  record 
for  last  week,  and  only  one  angler  visited  here,  who  found 
the  river  full  and  thick,  though  the  flood  had  abated.  We 
have  since  had  rain,  but  given  fine  weather  the  Arun 
should  be  in  fair  order  by  Jan.  10— W.  G.  Hollman. 

Exe  and  Canal  i  Exeter).— The  weather  lias  been 
dirty  and  depressing  for  greater  part  of  week,  but  a  few  of 
our  anglers,  not  to  be  denied,  have  been  out  after  the 
oike  With  following  results:  Messrs.  Penny  and  friend, 
ten  fish,  going  42jlb.  in  all  (largest,  CJlb.) ;  Messrs. 
Chappie  and  Roberts,  fishing  Cowley  water,  ran  five,  but 
only  grassed  a  brace ;  whilst  Messrs.  Jackman  and  party 
had  a  day  at  the  old  Tiverton  Canal,  scoring  nine  fish 
(best  an  8-pounder).  A  second  edition  of  moisture  is 
evidently  close  at  hand,  so  prospects  for  next  few  days  arc 
slightly  gloomy. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— Though  the 
weather  is  fairly  mild,  anglers  complain  of  the  state  of  the 
waters  in  the  district.  Downfalls  of  rain  keep  the  drams 
and  rivers  flushed  and  turgid.  Sport  as  a  rule,  therefore, 
is  at  a  discount,  and  only  tew  s.eem  to  have  been  out  since 
the  holidays.  Indeed,  some  of  those  who  wen;  here  and 
about  Wisbech  a  week  ago  were  disappointed  with  the 
'results.  As.  soon  as  opportunity  offers  we  shall  now, be 
hearing  of  the  better  sized  pike,  for  there  are  still  plenty 
of  them  and  the  time  has  come  for  them  to  move.  Live 
bait  is  preferable,  still  artificials  do  good  work.— Limi-kt. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  rather  heavy  rain  of  some 
days  ago  put  the  water  temporarily  out  of  condition  but 
since  it  has  subsided  there  have  been  some  very  fair  baskets 
obtained  of  both  roach  and  dace  at  different  points.  On 
the  lower  waters  and  from  the  drains  connected  therewith 
there  have  been  some  fairly  satisfactory  hauls  of  jack-  and 
pike,  several  of  the  latter-  running  to  51b.  or  Mb  each. 
Baskets  containing  chub  have  como  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Ordtall,  and  it  is  stated  some  nice  grayling  have 
come  from  the  upper  reaches.  Several  places  on  the 
Stockwith  Canal  have  been  visited  lately  with  success.— 

Lueg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  streams 
have  gone  down,  and  are  clearing  nicely,  and if  the  weather 
will  take  up  should  be  in  fishing  order  by  the  end  ot  the 
week  •  but  the  weather  of  late  has  been  so  very  changeable 
and,  as  one  gentleman  says,  we  have  had  samples  ot 
weather.  Scarcely  any  anglers  have  been  cut  of  late,  and 
>  what  has  been  done  is  with  maggot  and  worm—  Uvvvnm  .. 
Lueg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).-<  on- 
tinned  uull  and  foggy  weather,  with  some  ram  keep,; 
these  rivers  at  too  high  a  level  for  tishuig.  and  at  time  ot 


writing  there  is  no  prospect  of  a  favourable  change;  yet, 
should  such  occur,  the  worm  and  maggot  should  account 
for  some  good  grayling  in  the  coming  week. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  heavy  floods  of 
the  last  two  months  have  indirectly  proved  very  disastrous 
to  the  river.  Large  numbers  of  trout  and  peal  were  left 
by  the  floods  in  pools  in  the  fields  adjoiniug  the  banks,  as 
well  as  in  the  brooks  and  carriers  which  feed  the  river, 
and  these  fish  have  been  ruthlessly  dragged  out  with 
baskets  and  other  engines,  and  destroyed.  1  have  been 
assured  that  many  hundredweight  of  fish,  some  as  heavy 
as  41b.,  were  destroyed  in  this  way  about  a  month  ago. 
Ths  keepers  were  informed  of  it,  but  failed  to  catch  the 
offenders. — Heron. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— We  have  had  two  great 
floods,  and  fishing  has  been  at  a  standstill  for  some  weeks, 
except  in  the  quiet  shallow  corners,  and  there  the  roach 
have  fed  well.  Two  young  ladies  visiting  here  last  week 
took  eight  dozen  roach  in  two  days,  and  the  week  before 
some  good  baskets  were  captured  in  the  same  swim,  and 
some  of  them  were  fine  fish.  Some  nice  bream  were  taken 
with  the  worm;  one  scaled  41b.  and  another  31b.,  and 
others  not  so  large,  besides  some  fine  perch.  The  river  is 
down  now  to  its  normal  state,  and  in  fine  condition  for 
jack  fishing.  Good  sport  should  be  looked  for  now. — W. 
Dicker. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Nothing  of  importance  has 
been  dime  in  this  neighbourhood  during  the  week.  The 
water  had  fallen  nicely,  and  was  just  getting  clear  enough  ; 
but  this  (Thursday)  morning  the  rain  is  pouring  down 
again,  and  if  it  only  continues  for  a  few  hours  it  will  he 
all  up  with  fishing  again  for  several  days. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.). — Chub,  41b.  12oz.,  taken 
with  lob.  Poor  prospects  for  anything  next  week  except 
roaching,  as  it  is  now  raining  hard,  and  am  afraid  it  will 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  flood  waters  out  again. — 
Edward  Collinson. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Excellent  sport  1ms  been 
obtained  among  the  perch  and  pike,  and,  although  the 
weather  is  cold  and  cheerless,  a  fair  spriaMing  of  anglers 
have  been  out.  The  water  is  now  in  grand  order. — 
Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy 
nech). — Although  the  weather  continues  very  unsettled 
it  is  very  mild  indeed  for  the  time  of  year,  and  conse- 
quently anglers  can  pursue  their  favourite  amusement 
without  the  discemfort  generally  attached  to  it  at  this 
season.  In  the  Severn  good  sport  is  being  had  after  the 
recent  floods  amongst  the  coarser  kinds  of  fish,  and  many 
good  pike  have  fallen  victims  to  the  trailers.  In  the 
Vyrnwy  and  lower  Tanat  the  grayling  continue  to  afford 
sport  to  the  local  anglers,  as  very  few  visitors  have  been 
out  during  the  holidays.  The  Cain  is  more  noted  for 
trout  than  any  other  kind  of  tish,  but  some  good  perch 
an!  very  nice  dace  are  to  be  taken  in  it  by  thes?  anglers 
who  do  not  disdain  bottom  fishing. — Vvrn'w  y. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— There 
is  not  much  hope  of  sport  under  existing  circumstances 
if  we  get  a  few  days  before  the  end  of  the  month  wo  shall 
be  fortunate.  The  Ciccstrians  are  fortunate  in  having  so 
fine  apiece  of  water  as  the  canal  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
station,  which,  despite  the  elements,  is  always  in  trim. 
Pike  up  to  olb.  have  been  caught  during  the  week,  and 
roach  are  feeding  well.— &BOEGE  F.  Salter. 

Taff  and  Ely  (Cardiff).— Theee  rivers  at  present  are 
too  flooded  for  successful  fishing,  but  with  four  or  five 
days  of  fine  weather  the  roach  should  be  well  on  the  feed 
—C.C.J.  .  „. 

Tome  (Ludlow). — The  Temo  in  this  part  is  now 
running  down  and  c  learing,  and  should  be  in  fair  order 
for  fishing  by  the  end  of  the  week.  But  the  weather  is 
so  very  changeable  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  if  there  will 
lie  any  fishing  done.  Rain  has  been  had,  with  strong 
winds  and  sometimes  frost,  and  rain  threatens,  and  by 
Saturday  the  rivers  may  he  muddy.  Very  little  angling 
ha3  been  done  for  some  months,  and  if  any  sport  is  had  it 
will  be  with  worm  and  maggot,  which  will  be  tie-  best 
baits  Grayling  fishing  Ins  boon  quite  at  a  standstill,  but 
the  continued  flush  of  water  will  certainly  bo  an  improve- 
ment to  fishing  after  the  long  dry  season  last  year  and 
anglers  may  look  forward  to  better  sport  this  year.  I  hero 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river.— S.  1-i  DLow  . 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  water  baa  g  

down  and  is  clearing,  but  the  weather  has  been  W 
changeable  that  anglers  have  not  cared  to  make  arrange- 
ments or  to  venture  out.  Very  little  fishing  has  been 
done  for  some  weeks,  and  there  will  be  no  good  sport 
until  the  weather  takes  up,  when  sport  should  be  had 
with  maggot  and  worm.  There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
district,  but  anglers  will  not  risk  catching  cold  to  go  utter 

them.— Worcester.  .      .  .     .    -  . 

Trent  I  Newark).—  The  river  i-  now  running  in  mi 
condition  for  bottom  fishing  with  worms  and  both  ro.icl 
and  bream  should  be  given  a  trial.  A  few  ot  the  lat  ei 
havo  been  taken  from  the  lower  water  ranging  up  to  ,1b 
in  weight,  and  some  nice  roach  from  above  the  town 
though  no  heavy  baskets.  The  water  is  scarcely  nm 
enough  I'cr  spinning  for  pike,  and  only  small  fish  be- 
fallen to  the  live  bait,  and  the  time  la  lapi-lly  drawing  on 
when  angling  for  pike  ceases  in  some  waters  of  the 
locality.— Tbentkihek.  ■ 

Wimbledon  Lake.— On  Friday  last  the  third  con 
signment  of  jack  were  timed  into  the  above  lake,  con 
eistingof  feventy-two  fish,  gresi  weight,  lMlb  Messrs 
G  and  J.  Wedlock,  of  3,  ridge  Hill:  and  C.  and  A 
Napier,  of  Brazil-,  Wimbledon-,  and  Mr.  Avon,  Hr-.m 
lea  Barnes,  with  other  gentlemen,  witneiscl  the  tish  being 
consigned  to  the  water;  and  on  3rd  inst.  there  w.-r-  1 1  .Hi 
mixed  tish— roach,'  perch,  bream  and  a  le  v  ten.  h  af 
turned  in.  These  were  sect,  by  the  .iiigh-r  ti- h'lig  at  the 
tiui-.  .Tho-kceper  ha.  plenty  FnatniM  Uaee,- 
'  Krwham. 


Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln*.— Li  there 
were  complaints  that  the  river  and  most  of  the  drains  were 
running  bank  full,  and  were  contaminated  with  snow- 
broth.  Practically  at  the  end  of  the  week  there  were 
few  places  were  sport  could  be  relied  on.  Since  then 
matters  have  improved.  Among  the  more  recent  reports 
are  fairly  good  things  from  the  Upper  Witham  and  the 
Waterworks  drain  above  Lincoln,  one  bag  running  to  101b. 
of  roach.  Some  good  roach  have  come  from  the  Horn- 
castle  Canal.  Odd  pike  of  good  size  have  been  gained 
from  the  river  near  Couingsby  (the  best  one  of  lttlb.),  and 
about  Bardney  and  Kirkstead.  At  Boston  things  are  very 
quiet. — Lcci. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
North  of  Scotland. — By  another  week  a  few  details 
may  be  to  hand  from  the  highland  rivers — the  Helmsdale, 
Borgie,  and  Naver,  which  open  on  Monday,  the  11th. 
Meantime  they  are  open  and  in  good  running  fettle  ;  but 
what  a  day  may  bring  forth  no  man  knoweth.  However, 
it  will  be  some" four  weeks  after  that  date  till  the  bulk  of 
Scotch  waters  will  be  freed  of  their  legal  fetters,  except  the 
Tay,  which  opens  on  the  loth  inst.  The  prospects  so  far 
are  satisfactory..  The  Christmas  storm  has  almost 
disappeared,  and  a  "  fresh  "  has  set  in,  keeping  the  rivers 
well  up  on  their  banks.  Considerable  activity  prevails 
in  angling  circles — the  first  since  the  close  of  last  season, 
and  angling  waters  are  being  eagerly  looked  after. — G.  M. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry.— This  river  is  high  in  flood,  and  the  last 
uns  of  salmon  have  arrived  on  the  redds  lielow  Coagh 
Bridge.  If  protection  ensures  sport  ,  the  coming  season 
should  prove  a  good  one,  as  there  has  been  little  or  no 
poaching. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake. — Coppal  Lake  is  now  far  above  its 
ordinary  mid-winter  height,  and  fresh  salmon  are  now 
coming  up  from  the  sea  in  more  than  average  numbers.— 
T.  J.  D. 

Kells.— Good  sport  has  been  the  rule  at  this  station 
during  the  week  by  pollack  fishers,  and  the  records  varied 
from  twenty  to  forty  fish  to  each  rod  or  hand -line 
employed.  Whiting  and  gurnard  are  still  very  numerous. 
— T.  J.  D. 

Lough   Currane  (Waterville,    co.  Kerry).— 

The  lake  is  now  at  the  greatest  height  known  in  recent 
years.  The  fields  on  the  southern  and  south-western 
shores  are  flooded  to  the  extent  of  several  hundred  yards, 
and  many  of  the  low  tying  islauds  are  nearly  totally  sub- 
merged. Spring  salmon  are  coming  up  from  the  sea  in 
big  numberSj  and  a  good  spring  season  is  now  confidently 
looked  forward  to  when  the  season  opens  on  Feb.  1. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh.— Pollen  fishing  opens  on  the  1st 
proximo.  Unfortunately  there  was  a  lot  of  poaching  done 
when  the  pollen  were  on  the  shallows  spawning,  I  learn 
hat  trout  poaching  was  a  complete  failure  this  season. 
Angling  opens  on  the  Maine,  Bann,  Blackwater,  Ballin- 
derry, and  other  tributaries  on  March  I. — .1.  A.  B. 

Luck  (Co.  Galway)  — The  heavy  rains  have  flooded 
this  river  tremendously,  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  being 
submerged  on  each  bank..  It  is  feared  that  much  damage 
has  been  done  to  the  spawning  beds. — J.  A.  B. 

Moneymore. — A  largo  number  of  salmon  ran  up  this 
river  this  year  t->  spawn,  but,  unfortunately,  poaching  w.i- 
very  rife.  At  Moneymore  Petty  Sessions  on  Tuesday,  W  il- 
liam  M'Caskell,  water  bailiff,  prosecuted  John  Weir  for 
having  a  gaff  in  his  possession  near  the  Moneymore,  with 
intent  to  take  fish.  Defendant  was  lined  in  1 1  and  costs. 
—J.  A.  B.  ' 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Angler-  are  now  busy 
preparing  for  the  opening  of  the  season  on  Feb.  1.  Judging 
from  the  pres  -nt  height  of  the  water  everything  augurs 
well  for  the  early  months,  and  we  should  not  be  surprised 
if  all  record-,  in 'the  past  are  eclipsed  as  regards  heavy 
captures  on  this  part  of  the  Shannon.  The  river  bus  in- 
creased so  much  in  volume  that  in  one  place  it  must 
measure  at  least  ID'l  yards  ill  breadth.  Messrs.  J.  Imright 
and  Son  have  prepared  a  niagiiiticcnUtock  ot  Castleconnell 
rods  and  reliable  Shannon  tackle,  comprising  all  the  re- 
quirements of  the  angler.    John  BKEIOH1  \m>  Son. 

At  Atlilono  the  Shannon  bus  risen  heavily  in  the  \mt 
few  days.  The  water  ia  at  present  level  with  the  eel  «eu 
an  occurrence  not  witnessed  in  tlio  pait  twelve  months.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Tin;  effects  of  the  awful  landslip  at  llogname.-n  nr.-  n-.w 
more  apparent.  Hundreds  of  s|>awmiig  salmon  and  trout 
were  killed  on  the  redds,  and  the  redds  themselves  buried 
under  the  mixture.  The  destruction  of  spawn  must  have 
1  nsiderablo. — ••■  A.  B. 

A  si  uioi  s  affray  is  reported  to  have  occurred  atOaaU* 
council  on  Monday  night  last.  The  inspect  -r  and  bailiff, 
ol  the  Limerick  Hoard  paid  an  uuexpccto  l  visit  to  the  eel 
weirs,  and,  it  is  alleged,  finding  one  weir  without  anyone 
in  charge,  thoy  s.-i/.cd  I  he  nets,  which  bad  %  largo 
quantity  of  eels  in  th-m.  While  getting  ..way  with  the 
net!  the  bailiffs  allege  that  two  revolver  nhotewero  Urea 
at  thou,  the  bullets  whistling  close  to  their  naMI.— 
J.  A.  B.   

SEA  FISHING 

Ballinskelligs.    I'.  ll  i.  Uing  continue-,  to  afford  g  1 

snort  at  this  station.  lb  d  rubber  oA»  nro  still  the  best 
nil  round  baits  Analer*  out  alter  whiting  and  gurnard 
have  been  making  good  icor.-s.— T.  J .  D. %         ,  ,  „ 

Baltimore.— I!"  torn  Bahor*  ha* 
recontly,  the  fish  taken  being  prim 
whiting.  Pollack  anglers  hsivo  been 
the  past  few  dajrt,  and  havo  had  go  >d  i 

Budleigh    Salterton.  —  The 
ti„h.  rmeii  It  thai  tlnui  ot  lb-  year    herring  imtliHg-U 


I  gurnard  and 
n  fore-  during 
— T.  J.  1). 
work  <>f  lh" 
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now  nt  a  standstill,  owing  to  the  stormy  weather.  Before 
the  limt  giili'H  some  good  tn koH  were  made.  As  soon  as 
calmer  Weather  arrivei  the  crab  and  lobster  pots  will  bo 
IBt,— Btarkish. 

Fortmagee.— (iraml  iporl  1ms  bean  hod  lime  at  pol- 
laok,  bake,  and  ling  tinting  the  past  week.  Several  fine 
pod  were  bad  b)  the  trammel  nets  last  Monday,  and  larg< 
hauls  ol  ood,  ling,  mid  hake  have  been  got.    T.  J.  I). 

Valentia  — Though  rather  unfavourable  weather  has 
prevailed  for  the  put  week,  pretty  good  sport  ha*  bson 
Md  aroond  this  ration.  Pofiuok  fishers  have  had  from 
toventy  to  thirty  flab,  averaging  about  LOlb.,  while  bottom 
tlibert  had,  on  an  average,  about  Inn  finli  daily,  whiting 
and  gurnard  being  the  Bin  principally  taken;— "T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^ixtutts. 

January  10.   

Albert  Piscatorials:  Match  at  Pangbourne. 
Anchor  and  Hope:  Match  at .  Selham. 
Oambridge  Friendly:  Outing  to  Henloy. 
Clapham  Strollers:  Outing  to  Woking. 
Islington  :  Match  at  Richmond. 

baai  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Match  at  Bourne  Knd. 

Sundial  :  Mutch  at  Sunbury. 

United  Brothers:  Match  at  Kingston. 

Wellington:  Match  at  Kew. 

West  Nowington  :  Competition. 
January  11. 

Kingston  Piscatorials :  Reading  by  Mr.  Jardinc. 
January  12. 

Clapbam  Junction  :  Visit. 

Karlslield:  Farewell  supper. 
January  13. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 


.  17.- 
17.- 
17.- 
17.- 
17.- 
17.- 

17.  - 

18.  - 
l&- 

18;- 
18.- 
VJ- 
llh- 

vx- 

2L- 


27.- 
31.- 


-Battersea  Friendly:  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Bermondsoy  Brothers:  Competition. 
-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers:  Match  at  Ware. 
-Canning  Town  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
-Peekham  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Arun. 
-Sharp  Waltonians:  Match  at  Pangbourne. 
-West  Ham  :  Match. 
-Anchor  and  Hope:  Visit. 
-Dibdin  :  Visit. 

-North-Fast  Brothers :  Outing. 
-St.  John's :  Visit. 

-Independent  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  ooncjri 

-North  London :  Visit. 

-Royal  George:  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

-Claphani  Junction  :  Outing. 

-Hoxton  Brothers  :  Smoking  concert. 

-Serapis :  Inaugural  supper. 

-Walham  Green  :  Match  at  Marlow. 


lepotts  torn  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 

dVv  "s  ""'  later  ""'"  Thaw, 

day  Morning     Thursday  night's  duos  or  meetings  by 

,,t  /JJ--'n,  P"^ow>llffoHSc,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
ma, led    Clpb  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.-The  Finance  Committee 
meeting  mil  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next"  Jan .11 

8  30.-R.  Gan^lre!      8enend  committee  meeti"g  at 
Anglers'  Association.  General  Preservation 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— since  m,  |9*t 
report  1  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  th reedpt  of 

,  ,flf  i-  d-  {IT  ^e  Bost°'"™.  and  £2  15s.  ljd.  halfTir's 
collection  at  the  Berjaondsey  Brothers'  AntfW^  ;  ,- 
•  From  their  donation  boxes, J^teS^***8  S°C1L',19S 
Anglers  Association  District  Visitinjr  List  - 

SLUTrat^r  li8t'      --i-S with  the 

W.nstan  ey-road  Clapham  Junction    &  thai  £eJfc  M?' 

has  kindK-P«erd-  IOfl0f  the  B«mondsey  Brothers'  AS 
ws  k  ndlj  consented  to  occupy  the  chair,  and  he  will  £ 
at  the  disposal  of  anv  an"  er  vhn  nnnMn    .        111  PiaCl 

L**^%^*?&?™  ******  List  (-Eastern 
will  tak  'pfcc aTthe si    if  T^A"  the  above  List 

weighedP-in  a^ice  showor^ct  T°a  f^D"  3  Mr  Drew 
Jan.  12,  to  audit  bTu^hVe't  t  ?\  g  U  C'alkd  for 
Gufog.-J.  Chambers  d  aminge  ".mvterly 

pri.es  f.o,n  Decemba  6  The  mat  f'f"  r  tZ  £  the  V* 
of  prmc.  w  ill  take  place  m&ttftj^jft> 


Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 

Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  Jan.  3  several 
members  weighed-in  some  very  niie  shows  of  fish.  On 
Jan.  17  wo  (ish  a  mutch  at  Cookham,  from  Cookham 
Bridge  (including  cutting)  to  Bourne  End  railway  bridge  ; 
all  lish  to  weigh. — DODD, 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  Jan.  •'!  Mr. 
Davis  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames, 
lolb.  toz.  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  18,  will  be  quarterly 
night,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. — T. 

Patehnosteb. 
Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 

Treo,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow, E. — Thefollowing 
woighed-in  :  Messrs.  Parmenter,  Bissell,  Thompson,  B. 
Lees,  and  Papworth.  Other  members  had  fish,  but  were 
too  late  to  weigh  in. — B.  Bisshll. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-roid,  W. — A  grand  show  of  roach  was  sent  in  by 
Mr.  L.  C.  Groenhill  on  Jan.  4.  A  general  meeting  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  20,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend,  as  there  will  be  some  important 
business  to  discuss. — P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  Jan.  8  Messrs.  Deverill  and  Lee  saved  us 
from  a  blank  with  bream  and  roach.  All  members  going 
to  Ware  on  the  17th  must  sign  their  names  in  a  book 
held  by  the  stewards  before  commencing  to  fish,  or  be 
disqualified.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  Tuesday 
next  for  very  important  bus'ness  (re  rules).— R.  Hubbard. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town.  E.— On  Jan.  3 
Mr.  P.  Heester  weighed-in  roach.  We  had  a  capital 
meeting  on  the  6th  inst.,  and  it  was  decided  that  we  fish 
a  pegged-down  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  Jan.  17  for 
seven  prizes  ;  all  to  go  down  first  train  on  the  morning 
(8  a.m.,  Stratford  main),  excepting  two  members  that 
have  bien  elected  to  go  down  on  Saturday  evening  to  peg 
out  the  swims.  I  hope  all  members  will  venture  out  on 
this  occasion. — O.  Jones. 


Central  Finsbury  Angling  Association,  241 

and  243,  Goswell-road.— On  Jan.  3  the  following  weighed- 
ln:  Messrs.  W.  Ivory,  roach,  141b.;  H.  Crettenden 
roach,  721b.;  C.  Lea,  roach,  21b.  12oz. ;  Stevens,  roach, 
4|lb  ,  and  a  specimen  dace.  Will  members  please  attend 
on  Wednesday  next.— G.  J.  C. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Lollingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.— Messrs.  Kobelt 
had  jack,  and  nice  show  of  roach  ;  Ball,  roach  ;  Parnwell 
a  nice  show  of  bronze  bream,  roach,  and  dace-  Malachi' 
roach  and  dace  ;  all  from  Thames.— W.  Ash.  ' 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  Jan.  3  a  few  members  were  out 
but  Mr.  H.  Krolle  was  the  only  one  who  weighed-in  he 
having  a  fine  chub  scaling  over  31b.  On  Tuesday  there 
was  a  fair  attendance,  when  Mr.  W.  Thompson  was 
appointed  auditor.  Members  please  note  that  next 
iuesday,  the  12th,  is  general  meeting.— S.  Malby. 

w  E,aJ1fiieldwAn?^llff,  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.-A  leg  of  mutton  supper  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday  next  to  wish  "  bon  voyage  "  to  our  member 
Mr  Andrews,  who  has  been  ordered  abroad  for  the  benefit 
ot  his  health.  We  hope  all  members  will  attend —A 
Traquair.  ' 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate.-A  special  general  meeting 
will  be  held  ou  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  13,  to  decide  the 
matters  at  present  before  the  members.  A  good  at- 
teudarc3  is  particularly  requested.  Several  members  have 
been  out,  wrth  poor  results;  Mr.  Donne  only  weighed-in 
(roach),  two  going  over  lib.— Scribe 

TradSfp^V^W  Aing]ingr  Society-  West  London 
Hades  Club ,  37,  Howland-street.— On  Jan.  3   we  were 

Th^m  '',,mA1(l,lMlil'ly(Mt-      West  with  roach  from  the 

TileWi  f  «°UJ  !  meehDg  lt  was  tlecided  t0  SO  to 
luehursfc  to  hsh  for  two  prizes  on  Feb.  7.    Members  aro 

PhnTcW  1Xtte^  A-??lin£  Society.  Crown '  Inn, 
1  ro^ht  to  thl  Sboreditch.-There  was  a  fair  show  of  fish 
brought  to  the  club  on  the  3rd  inst.  by  Mr  Arnauld  our 

C°i\tf'  "'f  Mfr-  Ma>'bu^'  Flint  tnd  Marks 
O.  h.  James,  jack.  I  hooe  members  will  attend  on  Tues 
day  next  to  settle  matters  of  imporfcance.-R.  Murph  y 

urj.nge-ro.id,  S.L.--On  Tuesday  evening  next   the  l"tl 

opt'-d  eWeglhal  W>  of        -eiety  will'-h 
open  .u     Wc  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  brother  amrlers 
orfcends  present  that  can  make  it  eanveSte  S!d! 

18?eBHck?aL°aitAnfh>ff  S°Ciety-  Ye  0W  Cr^»- 

prizes  were  won  at  Ware  •  Mts A   WnfT  .  I6 

Mtaiiirfe  j-oa™4  *ttftJBi 

will  take  nlace  o  ■  TU  i  DeXt  M0-nthly  8mok'lll»  co^o.t 
when  the  cbafr  will  K?  *y  eT-eD11^'  Jan-  25'  at  8-30- 

niondsey  Bros,  in  th.°,^S Ss^g^  <  «^ 

onJa".  8:  Messrs U§u^SSl2S  f,olloT"K  ^eMfned-ia 
and  bream.     Other„  were  ou  l    i     '  ''0ilch'  dllu0' 

weie  out,  but  had  no  sport.    We    A.  E.  Payne 


have  a  match  on  Jan.  10,  at  Richmond,  for  several  prizes. 
— J.  11 .  Herukrt. 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 

Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — Members  will 

compete  for  four  special  prizes  on  Jan.  10 ;  competitors  may 
choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). 
There  are  also  three  specials  to  be  competed  for  on 
Jan.  13  ;  same  conditions  bs  Jan.  10.  On  Jan.  3,  Mr.  J 
Poole  weighed-in  roach ;  Mr.  H.  Butt,  roach  and  perch". 
11 .  B. 

n  Jo}}y  ^cM?8'  A»8Tling  Society,  George  the 

fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— On  Jan  3 
a  few  of  our  members  were  out  but  with  little  success 
Mr.  T.  Dow  weighed-in  two  jack,  caught  at  Weybridge' 
weighing  81b.,  which  saved  us  from  a  blank.  We  hold  our 
first  smoking  concert  on  Saturday,  Jan.  9.  A  host  of 
talent  will  appear.  Anglers  and  friends  heartily  welcomed 
— G.  Edwards. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street,  Pentonville.— On  Dec.  27  Mr.  More 
131b.  lOJoz.  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Haytread,  roich  •  Mr' 
Richards,  roach ;  Mr.  Biggs,  roach.  Jan.  3  was  a  blank 
(the  hist  of  the  season).  A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
Wednesday  next,  to  arrange  our  last  outing  of  the  season 
i  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.— W.  Watlino 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Oourt  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row.— The  quarterly 
meeting  of  this  association  was  held  at  the  above  address 
on  Monday  last  there  being  a  good  attendance  of  mem- 
bers.  Ihe  final  arrangements  were  made  for  the  annual 
dinner,  which  will  take  place  on  Feb.  4,  at  the  Eagle 
Hotel,  Houghton-strest,  Liverpool.  Members  are  par- 
ticularly requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday  next 
Business  :  Th3  weighing-in  of  specimen  fish  caught  during 
this  season,  &c.  The  tickets  for  the  dinner  will  alsa  bo 
ready  tor  disposal.— James  Reynolds 

t  Mald0,u  ?ire?l,riaFe  A*SU*g  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.-The  remainder  of  the 
±Soxitig  Day  prizes,  given  by  the  tradesmen  of  the  town 
and  tnends,  were  fished  for  on  Saturday  last,  when  a 
good  number  turned  out  for  the  competition  Mr  E 
Prior  secured  first  prize ;  second,  A.  Eavery  •  third'  T* 
Springett;  fourth,  Ben  Bevers  ;  fifth,  G.  Springett  •' 
sixth,  A.  Mynard;  seventh,  S.  Vince ;  eighth,  B.  Wire! 
Ihe  names  of  the  other  anglers  who  secured  prizes  were  as 
follows:  Messrs.  H.  Howlett,  H.  Hutchinson,  F.  Wile- 
more,  C.  Keen,  E.  Springett,  G.  Marshall,  F.  Keen,  A. 
Appleton.  We  beg  to  return  our  most  sincere  thanks  to 
those  gentlemen  who  kindly  contributed  the  various 
prizes. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newmgton-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.-On  Tuesday  last  wc 
held  our  special  general  half-yearly  meeting,  when  the 
election  of  officers  took  place,  and  votes  of  thanks  were 
proposed  and  carried  to  the  retiring  officers  for  their 
services.  Messrs  Renant,  Swann,  Hendon,  Stockdale 
and  others  have  been  out  during  the  week,  and  a  large 
number  of  small  jack  were  taken  and  returned  to  the 
river  Mr.  Renant  had  a  few  nice  perch.  Members 
should  attend  next  week,  when  the  new  prize  list  and  our 
annual  dinner  will  be  arranged.— H.  Stockdale. 

w^itrC  Mitre  Tavern,  Kingsgate-street, 

Holborn.-On  Jan.  4  Messrs.  Freeman  and  Dorrington 
were  elected  working  members  and  Mr.  Clark  proposed, 
len  shillings  was  voted  to  the  T.A  P.S.  Jan.  11  will  be 
audit  night  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  On 
Top'l     We       6  *  COUOert  in  aid  of  Mr-  Haruock.— A. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bothnal  Green. -On  Jan.  3 
the  following  weighed-in  :   Messrs.  C.  Lamb,  sen  E 
Lamb,  jun    J.  Eaton,  G.  Smith,  H.  Hart.    Jan.  17,' 
outing  ;  full  particulars  next  week. — A.  Lewis 

Hn^nw h  An&liM&  Society,  Tap  House, 

Holloway-road  -The  next  return  visit  on  the  Clerkenweli 
and  District  \  isiting  List  takes  place  at  the  above,  ou 
Iuesday,  Jan.  19  when  I  hope  to  see  a  gocd  muster  of 

anglers  and  friends. — H.  Stretch 

th1^6  Br^nc^  A^ing  Society,  Park-laue, 
lottenham,  N.-Several  of  our  memhere  were  out  on 
It  F  6        ,nc"'ber3  only  b-ad  fish  (roach  and  jack).— 

TvJfc*?'  AnSlin&  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
iottanham  -On  Jan.  3,  Mr.  Vyle  weighed  roach.  Out' 

e,^hLmef  hn«  on^r1^  nexfc  wil1  ^  adjourned  to 
enable  us  to  visit  the  Kdmonton  and  Tottenham  AS     A  ' 
special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  Jan.  I  L  when 
all  members  aro  requested  to  attend.— W.  S.  . 

A)w?k^am  Brotllfr,s  Angling  Society,  Prince 
«,  ,;„    '  ,  tosem:,ry-'10,"  -  Peokham,  S.K.-We  fish  our  next 

takinc  t!  0,1  J-a"-fi1{  ?  ,h0  ^rUn-  Mr"  Lan»  >»"  been 
ta  uugEo.ne  , nee  fish -from  the  Thames.  Last  week  he 
had  a  splendid  take  of  roach.— Etherincton 

,rndl,  .  ^  -~wJanx,3  Mr-  Houmer  lllld  a  nice  lot  of 
reach  and  perch  from  the  Thames.  Members  must  really 
attend  next  week.  There  are  still  a  few  prizes  left,  and 
the  next  outing  ought  to  be  arranged  prompt ly.-R.  C. 

cZu11^  °f  i  "'Y*1!8'  ¥,An*Ua*   Society,  Windsor 

Castle    phurch-street,  Edgware-road.  -  The  following 

Robbin1"'"  nSh  01\- theAri:  MeSBrB-  Cliet-  Wheeler,  and 
Fnd  W«  ^U1'  °,Ut,,n*  h^68  Pla0e  0,1  J*n-  W  "t  Bourne 
tw       Members  to  leave  by  first  train  on  that  morning- 

two  rods  allowed. —F.  Wheeler 

rrownel*nd  Cfov:n  Angling  Society,  The  Rose  and 

nie?,^',.      S0,,"8t,;e0fc'  rMaryle^»e.  N.W.-Scveral  of  our 
ne„  bers  were  out  on  Jan.  3,  but,  few  (ish  wore  taken.  A 
^  •oac  ,  and  perch  only  on  the  trays  in  the  evening, 
must  ask  members   to  attend  on'  Monday  next  bcimr 

Tir0Ireeiyal^ght'and  W°r"\  L)  "l,t 
i  iioio  j  also  .<umo  important  busiueba  (  " 


ess  to  he  tran.  acLod. — 
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Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  the  3rd  inst.  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Webber  and  Roach.  Mr. 
Webber  had  a  really  fine  show  of  roach,  201b.  in  all.  The 
concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  at  the  Camden,  was  a 
thorough  success.  The  next  will  take  place  at  the 
Independent  Brothers  on  the  19th  inst.  I  wish  them  a 
bumper. — Reporter. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-roid,  Bow,  E. — On  Jan.  3  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Alt'.  Barclay,  one  bream,  21b.  2oz.,  and 
51b.  12oz.  roach  ;  Tim  O'Shanohun,  31b.  lloz.  roach  ; 
A.  Evans,  roach  ;  B.  Salmon,  roach  ;  Tissaw,  perch  ;  and 
Merigold,  roach  and  perch.  A  prize  outing  will  take 
place  ;  particulars  next  meeting. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Dec.  27 
last  the  following  members  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  S.  King, 
roach,  101b.  14oz.,  jack,  31b.  51b.  ;  Bowry,  roach,  71b.  4oz. ; 
C.  Smith,  roach,  6lb.  Coz.  ;  J.  Petri?,  roach,  81b.  9oz.  ; 
W.  North,  roach,  (ilb.  7oz.  On  Jan.  3  Messrs.  W. 
Aldis,  roach,  lib.  4oz. ;  Campbell,  roach,  lib.  2oz.  ; 
and  S.  King,  roach,  51b.  8oz. — W.  Aldis. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Rising 
Sun,  Rockingham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. — 
On  Jan.  3  Mr.  Cork  had  some  nice  roach  from  the  Thames. 
We  fish  our  next  prize  outing  on  the  17th,  at  the  Harefield 
Fishery,  Rickmansworth,  for  three  good  prizes. — A.  C. 
Francis. 

Silver  Tront  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  Jan.  3  Mr.  R.  Smith 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  lOJlb.,  the  three  largest  nearly 
lib.  each  ;  and  Mr.  Pelican,  dace.  We  shall  be  pleased  to 
see  a  good  muster  next  Tuesday. — Pelican. 

South  Bermondsey  Fiscatorials,  Rotherhithe 
New-road,  S.E.— The  following  are  the  winners  of  the 
prizes  in  the  monthly  outing:  First,  Messrs.  P.  AUum, 
roach  and  dace;  seooud,  T.  Byers,  roach;  third,  J.  H. 
Davies,  roach  and  dace.  Messrs.  Thomas,  Whiel.elow, 
and  Fawcett  also  weighed-in  fish.  The  final  committee 
meeting  for  the  variety  concert  will  take  place  on  Jan.  10, 
at  1  o'clock,  and  I  hope  every  member  will  attend  in  the 
interest  of  the  society.— A.  G.  Smith. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  King-street,  Hammer- 
smith —An  outing  will  take  place  on  Jan.  10,  between 
Hampton  and  Sunbury ;  start  by  first  or  subsequent 
trains;  cease  fishing  at  4.30.  J.  Hare  weighed-in  some 
nice  dace  from  the  Thames,  and  saved  a  blank.  Another 
new  member  has  been  enrolled. — J.  S.  Smith. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford.  —  Several  members  were  out  on 
Jan  3,  with  the  following  result :  Mr.  G.  Marsh,  pike  and 
perch  •  E.  Skeates,  pike.  We  fish  a  peg-down  match  at 
Kingston  on  Jan.  10  for  a  pair  of  pictures  given  by  a 
friend. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— Some  of  ours  were  out  on  the  3rd,  bat 
onlv  one  had  fish,  Mr.  Betts,  roach.  We  had  a  fair 
meeting  on  the  5th,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chair.  Members 
-please  note  the  books  will  be  closed  on  Tuesday  next, 
Jan.  12,  at  10  o'clock  on  account  of  the  Clapham  Junction 
visit  Members  in  arrears  are  requested  to  bring  them- 
selves within  limits  so  as  to  be  able  to  compete  in  our  next 

m  Waiham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
last  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter  were  elected  : 
Mr  A.  Glass,  chairman  ;  Mr.  F.  Haydoi,  assistant  secre- 
tary •  and  Messrs.  King  and  Ellis  delegates  to  the  Central 
Association.  Mr.  C.  Wake  gave  a  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Central  Association  on  Monday  last.  We  have  an 
outing  at  Marlow  on  Jan.  31.  On  Jan.  3  Mr  A.  Glass 
weighed-in  dace,  and  Mr.  C.  Wake  roach.  Will  all  mem- 
bers attend  next  week,  as  we  have  some  -very  important 
business  to  discuss  ? — F.  Haydon. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston, 
Grosveuor-terrace,  Camberwell,  S.E  -We  h.sh  a  roving 
match  from  Kew  Bridge  to  Richmond  Bridge  on  Jan.  10, 
for  three  prizes;  towpath  only.  Mr  Wilson  gave  notice 
of  resigning  the  secretaryship,  and  hopes  meml>ers  will 
turn  up  to  elect  another  in  his  place  as  soon  as  possible.— 
W  H  W 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 

and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  K.-Our  "-embers 
were  out  on  Jan.  3,  but  sport  was  very  poor,  as  Mr  \  ale 
was  the  only  member  that  weighed-in  fish— lib.  b^oz  or 
roach.  We  have  a  fishing  match  on  Jan.  1/  at  Maldon 
Members  can  go  down  on  the  Saturday  night,  and  start 
fishing  as  soon  as  daylight  on  the  morning.— I..  IjOWtheb. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S  K.-Our  competition  on 
the  3rd  inst.  resulted  as  follows  :  G.  F.  Montgomery,  first, 
with  roach  and  dace;  H.Adams,  second ,  roach ;  anil  I  . 
Hockerday,  third,  with  roach  and  gudgeon.  — r. 
Montgomery. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RXVERS. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.-About  here  watercourses 
are  still  too  full  for  fishing  purposes.  A  few  dajrs  o* dry 
weather  would  work  wonders  in  the  way  of  improving 
sport  prospects.-D.  and  W.  H.  r  oster. 

Devonshire  Streams.-The  rivers  are  at  present  m 
heavy  flood,  but  for  the  holidays  the  sU-eams  were ,.n  a.r 
condition,  whilst  the  weather  was  «^^»" v  ™ 
Pike  provided  best  sport,  but  the  number  o  ang  ers  out 
was  limited.  Daeo  and  roa*h  have  also  be  n  totang, and 
U  perch  are  also  taking  there  should  be  *jwo  h-hingwhcu 
the  water  clean,.— Devonian. 


CLUBS. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Axglim;  Compe- 
tition.— Final  application  to  all  angling  societies.  Will 
you  instruct  your  secretary  to  send  me  on  A.  B.  Windsor 
Competition  books,  or  any  cish  for  tickets  disposed  of  ; 
and  will  the  Victoria  A.S.  please  send  on  the  cash  for 
tickets  sold  and  used  on  Oct.  18,  to  save  the  A.B.S.  com- 
mittee further  troub'e :-— Bex  Abrahams 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance,  Vassall- 
road,  Brixton,  S.W.— Since  my  last  report  several  members 
have  had  fine  shows  of  roach,  viz.,  Messrs.  Ledbetter, 
Barnes,  Salisbury,  &c.,the  first  named  being  successful  in 
winning  Mr.  Soutar's  cup,  and  the  others  also  taking 
prizes,  the  best  fish  being  a  roach  of  lib.  6oz.,  by  Mr. 
Salisbury.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  on  Jan.  10,  to 
Pangbourne,  for  the  club  silver  cup  and  other  prizes.  I 
hope  to  see  every  member  at  our  meeting  on  Thursday 
next— W.  H.  B. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.— We  had  a  nice  show 
of  fish  on  Jan.  3  :  Mr.  C.  Bunyan,  jack,  71b.  5joz.,  roach, 
31b.  9oz.,  largest  lib.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Skilleter,  jack;  Mr. 
Williams,  dace ;  Mr.  Jagot,  sjn.,  perch.  Will  members 
please  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  to  arrange  for  a  prize 
outing?  All  our  Christmas  prizes  were  distributed  on 
Wednesday,  Dec.  23.— H.  Haines.  . 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
At  our  last  meeting  (Jan.  6)  we  had  the  balance-sheet 
before  us,  and  Same  was  passed,  showing  a  good  balance 
in  G.P.O.  Bank.  We  also  had  a  merry  evening,  our 
worthy  host  being  amongst  us.  We  fish  a  sweepstake 
match  shortly,  at  Is.  each  entrance  fee  ;  most  probably 
Thames  if  there  is  any  water  for  us  to  fish  in  ;  for  date, 
&c,  see'next  issue  of  F.  G.— Ben.  P. S— Smith  and  Ben 
weighed-in  on  Jan.  3  from  Thames. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.— The  monthly  smoking 
conceit  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  took  place  on  the  5th,  and 
proved  a  great  success— the  room  being  well  filled  with 
visitors,  plenty  of  talent;  and  on  the  box  being  opened 
it  was  found  that  £2  15s.  had  been  collected— the  only 
drawback  being  the  non-attendance  of  Mr.  W.  Parkins, 
who  had  promised  to  take  the  chair.  I  do  not  know  at 
present  the  cause  of  Iris  absence,  but  I  am  certain  it  must 
have  been  something  very  important  that  prevented  him 
not  being  present.  The  competition  for  the  January 
series  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Jan.  17 ;  place  and  con- 
ditions to  be  decided  at  the  meeting  on  the  14th.— Ale. 

C°Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 

Southwark-street,  S.E.— Several  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  3.  Messrs.  Aaron  and  Stillman  weighed-in  a 
nice  show  of  roach  and  dace.  Will  members  kindly  come 
up  in  full  force  next  Wednesday,  and  oblige.— J.  r  OSTER. 

Cambridge  Triendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain  s 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W— Four  prizes  will  be  fished  tor 
on  Jan.  10,  at  Henley ;  roving ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  bank- 
only  The  three  prizes  left  over  from  last  outing  will  be 
competed  for  at  the  same  time ;  leave  by  the  9  o  clock 
train,  and  return  5.25— W.  Sutton. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town.-On  Jan.  3  members  were  out  but 
1  have  to  report  a  blank.  Our  concert  in  aid  ot  l.A.f.ts. 
proved  a  success,  and  wish  to  thank  those  members  ot 
clubs  that  attended.  The  next  concert  in  aid  ot  the 
TAPS  will  take  place  ou  Jan.  19,  at  the  Independent 
Brothers,  when  1  hope  to  sec  a  good  bumper.    D . 

HClapham   Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  B.W.— 
Our  visit  on  the  S.L.U  V.  List  and  Anglers  Association 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  12,  at  8.30.  Mr.  G  II. 
Shepherd  has  kindly  promised  to  take  the  chair  on  this 
occasion.  All  angling  friends,  either  on  or ■  »ft  the  lists 
are  cordially  invited.  Our  next  day  s  outing  will  take 
place  on  Jan.  21;  locale  to  be  settled  on  next  meeting 
oieht.— G.  T.  Jameson.  .  , 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  I  he  Wind- 
mill Clapham  Park-road,  S.W-On  Jan.  3  a  few 
members  turned  out.  and  there  is  nothing  very  satisfactory 
to  report  as  regards  fish.  An  outing  takes  place  on 
Jin  To  to  Woking,  to  thank  Mr.  "  Walter"  for  Ins  kind- 
ness in  fitting  Hocking  out  with  clothes,  his  ovvn 
having  been  stolen  whilst  drjing,  after  tailing  ...  the 
river    All  tish  t»  weigh-in  for  aggregate  weight  prize.— 

K  rirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Ge  rge, 
HiM  ngdon-street,  Walworth,  B.E.-  IJunng  the  last  too 
weeks  onr  members  have  shown  marked  ev.donce  of  fine 
Tnort  with  the  Thames  dace  and  roach,  some  high  we.gh  s 
haviugbcen  recorded.  Mr.  J.  W.  Montague,  last  wee!., 
was  "fected  a  member  of  this  society.  One  ot  our  ve  era., 
a^lers,  Mr.  C,  Brewer,  has  rcluctuntly  res.gned,  ho 
having  accepted  a  post  on  a  cruiser  bound  tor  the 
Mediterranean.  Our  members  accorded  htm  a  hearty  fare- 

Wl'n7eApVndentNBrothera  Angling  Society  Red 

Lion,    Portland-street,  Soho,   W.-< n  Jan.  8  Messrs 

above  house  on  Tuesday,  Jan.  19,  when  ah  are  welcome. 
A  irrand  array  of  talent  on  this  occasion.  -Ste r. 

lubil  -e  AngUng Society,  Prim e  Arthur, Oolbonrne- 
r£fd T-Vb'jan  *  weVd  two  nice  ihow.of  rosoh  weighed- 
,fn  bv  Messrs  Cildcr  and  Bene'.  Wednesday Jsjt  being 
•n^erTy  nigh.,  theomc.rs  were  elected  for  the  e.,...m< 
r  er  A  I'riialc  match  is  propose  to  taU  p'"  • 
tor y  Will  member,  desirous  of"  Uking  par  ...  same 
rive  in  their  names  on  Wednesday  next,  when  the  eond- 

^rig^  ffi^fc**.*  Society.  Price. 
AlbeVl  Map«--trcct,  Uolhnal  (Jioou.-On  Jan.    W»  h.h.d 


St.  Margaret's  wafers  for  four  prizes  left  from  our  last 
outing;  won  as  follows:  Mr.  T.  Merrick,  first,  with 
41b.  8Joz  roach;  A.  Downs,  second,  21b.  8Joz.  roach;  S. 
Dulieu,  third,  lib.  7oz. ;  W.  Poore,  lib.  2hoz.  roach.  Mr. 
B.  Preston  had  a  nice  tray  of  roach,  fourteen  fish  weighing 
121b.,  largest  fish  lib.  7joz.  Water  this  day  at  Langford 
clav  colour.— E.  Brock ett. | 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  the  3rd  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Harding,  perch  and  one  very  nice  tench  from 
the  Thames  ;  Brett,  roach  ;  Butterworth,  perch  ;  Coates, 
roach  and  dace  ;  Winsby,  sen.,  roach  and  dace.  On  the 
oth  inst.  our  quarterly  meeting  wss  held,  when  a'l  officers 
were  re-elected,  and  the  balance-sheet  was  passed  as  very 
satisfactory.— Geo.  Keene.  -• 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
—A  return  visit  of  the  societies  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to 
the  Clapham  Junction  A.S.,  held  at  the  Clarence  Tavern, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  on  Tuesday,  the 
12th.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  vice-president  of  the  list, 
will  take  the  chair  ;  he  has  also  kindly  offered  to  run  a 
four-horse  brake,  free  of  charge,  for  the  convenience  of 
anglers  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bermondsey  ;  to 
leave  the  Woolpack  at  8.15  sharp,  and  I  trust  any  anglers 
who  intend  visiting  the  Clapham  Junction,  and  live  any- 
where near  the  Woolpack,  will  accept  Mr.  Shepherd's 
invitation,  and  also  that  every  society  ou  the  list  will  be 
represented  — Ale.  Conn.  .  , 

Stepney  Angling  Society.  Bee  Hive,  4b,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney.— On  Jan.  3  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Morgan,  bream  and  dace  ;  Chamberlain,  roach  ; 
Ehren,  roach  ;  Woodford,  roach.— W.  Woodford. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  N.W.— On  Jan.  3  Messrs.  Joe 


victoria,  w-  -— —  —  - 

Toothill  weighed-in  roach,  141b. ;  Austin,  41b. ;  l.illespy, 
31b.  ;  Hindson,  lib.  ;  Cook,  dace,  lloz. ;  Davis.  151b. 
roach.  Hope  all  members  will  attend  ou  Wednesday  next ; 
something  important. — T.  Austin.  _    .  , 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  °-E-"~ 
In  consequence  of  the  bad  weather  the  punt  match  for 
Jan.  10  has  been  postponed.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
tendered  to  the  chairman  for  his  services  accorded  during 
the  old  year,  and  in  a  short  reply,  which  was  well  received, 
the  chairman  wished  all  members  a  very  happy  and 
prosperous  new  one. — W.  Wray. 


From  the  Middlesex  mid  Bwokinghmrtthire  Advert***?, 

To  Alt.  wuom  it  may  Concern  :  Freeholders, 
Property  Owners,  Ratepayers,  in  tiik  Pabibhbh 

OE    Hi  LLINGDON,    UXBRIDGE,   WEST   DRAGON,  lVEH, 
AND  YlEWSI.ET. 

TO  THE  EDITOR. 

Dear  Sir,— 1  combine  all  those  persons  whom  it  should 
concern,  jointly  with  yourself,  in  bringing  More  the 
public  a  subject  of  great  interest,  and  which  has  so  long 
been  neglected.     In  many   various    meetings  ot  the 
authorities  relative  to  the  carrying  out  of  a  scheme  tor 
the  drainage  of  the  district  in  a  proper  and  efficient 
manner,  everyone  seems  interested  in  a  modification  in 
the  great  expenditure  which  will  affect  the  pockets  ot  the 
ratepayers  for  years  to  oome,  and  to  an  alarming  extent. 
Is  it  not  time  that  the  ratepayers  and  freeholders  (all  of 
whom  are  ratepayers)  should  take  some  interest  in  the 
fishing  rights  belonging  to  the  freeholders  of  the  parishes 
of  Hillingdon,  her,  and  the  township  ot    L  xbnuge . 
Surely  if  private  property  owners  can  make  claim  to  the 
fishing  lights  ou  account  of  their  property  adjoining,  1 
Bay  the  Middlesex  and  lver,  and  the  Irban  Authorities 
can  claim  the  provision  (under  the  awardl  for  the  rightful 
owners.    The  award  sets  aside  fo.it paths,  church  parish 
paths,  fishing  paths,  mud-lands,  for  the  benefit  ot  the 
parishes,  and  for  the  convenience  of  the  parishioners.  1 
say,  surely  the  Urban  Authorities,  the  (  ountv  Council, 
cm  so  far  interest  themselves  in  not  onlv  not  losing  tins 
valuable  property,  but  would  be  justified  ...  the  re.  overy 
of  property,  for  the  benefit  of  oil,  and  not  leave  it  to  the 
mercy  of  people  who  (through  negl'ctl  presume  OB IB  MM 
unjustifiable  and  undefined.  There  is  the  award,  to  bo  seen 
by  everyone  for  ls.(why  is.  I  do  not  know  considering  . 
is  parish  property)  j  every  freeholder  should  claim  a  right 
of  at  least  examination  of  such,       am  not  saying  B» 
solicitor  should  not  be  paid  for  his  trouble     1  hi  award 
has  never  been  repealed,  an  1  whatev  er  private  people  have 
one  and  the  parlh  noglecb-d,  in  thl l&oe  pf  £Odernla£ 
1   sav    cannot  bo   substn. .tinted.     It    pr.vate   prop*  t>, 

ow  ers  require  personal  kdividual  benefit, *ndjher*rishe. 

e.m  ami  the  authorities  ran,  reas.n.bly  conform,  U  such 
bo  granted  on  payment,  and  such  payments  be  lor  the 
reduction  of  the  expenditure  necessary  or  mode, 
niprovements.  I  hope  the  freeholds  and  r« tepaver.  «  1 
demand  an  investigation  by  the  coune.ls  and  ,...th or.t  ,1 
into  their  right,  tit  lo,  and  interest  ...  ln-  v aluah  .  "<  er  y, 
and  claim  the  necessary  protection,  lor  the  Iwneht.  of  all, 
d  the  obv  let  the  follies  of  the  p:i;t  ho  repaid  bv  the 
wisdom  o  the  future.  Anyone  who  should  be  personally 
fartensted  may  have  an  interview  with  me. and  n  . it -star- 
ton  explanation  of  the  position  I  can  ,  hum  for  the  benefit 
of  il,«Tid  district  and  parid.os.  This  subject  w  "f  far 
g  ,  S ?■ Spl!  tance.  no.  ,,rsonallv  to  myself,  but  t  ,  fho-e 
who  have  I,  .i.ppiv  the  needful  ...  the  nen.ssi.r/  ev  .en 
dit  r  1'P.perty  and  rights  have  U,  my  knowlodK-  >;«"' 
tootad  awaj  ivhich  would  have  ,avo«l  the  p.ruh.onerH  ha 

Iho  presen'ex^nditure.    The  ,  .old  nghu.  ;  id  ,d  1 

from  the  fishing  hiu»o.  now  rented  or  ..*n.-l  l>y  i" 

[.mskiU  all  I '  xbridge  Moor  ami  throngh  Hn^OOT, 
with  footpaths  to  Yiowslov  M"'^,  down  to  mlovv  I lu 
„orM..a.,r.-.  Should,-  of  Mutton  on  ******* 
„,.s,ly  throe  n.iles  ol  pari  1,  i;»1^'>      "  "' 

VoUL.taithfuHy,  Vt^2^y&\ntmr 


26 


Till;  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  9,  1897 


LIFTING!  STRENGTH  OF  FISHING  RODS. 

But,— I  see  a  letter  in  hut  week's  Field,  which  siyx  that 
a  80ft,  rod  cannot  pull  more  than  fill),  and  nn  18ft.  rod 
moro  than  41b.  I  havo  Homo  eight  or  nine  salmon  rods, 
18ft.  to  2<>ft.,the  lightest  and  strongest  that  I  can  got, 
lOtno  18ft.  01  I  lit.  of  bamboo  and  (it't.  or  8ft,  of  laneewood 
spliced  00  for  the  top.  Not  ono  of  these  rodn  will  pull  21b. 
Ual  Mr.  VttMBX  Sandeman  take  liin  most  powerful  rod, 
la«tcn  -'It.  of  cord  to  th<>  top  ring,  and  attich  B  Bib.  weight 
tothaooidi  ho  will  dm?  thU  weight  with  sue  along  tho 
Boor,  but  hit  rod  will  not  lift  it.  off.  It  won't  stand  a 
■train  of  81b,  ;  it  is  a  vory  strong  rod  that  will  lift  lib.  I 
will  undertake  to  say  that  there  are  not  half  a  dozen  trout 
ro  U  in  a  shop  that  will  lilt  111).  olT  the  Moor— that  is.  that 
will  stand  a  strain  of  lib.  as  applied  to  a  rod.  When  a 
man  handle*  a  80ft.  rod  the  fulcrum  ii  somewhere  ahove 
tho  rool,  Homo  2ft.  from  tho  end  of  tho  butt;  tho  weight  is 
at  tho  print  of  the  rod,  some  18ft.  from  the  fulcrum. 

I  am  not  mathematician  enough  to  calculate  what 
woight  lib.  would  pull  if  one  log  <  f  the  beam  was  3ft.  and 
tho  other  18ft.  I  cm  give  an  amusing  illustration  of  how 
little  a  rod  inakor  himself  knows  what  a  rod  will  pull. 
Some  years  ago  there  wui  an  exhibition  in  Edinburgh  ;  1 
wout  to  a  tueklo  maker's  stall  and  lifted  a  very  nicely 
balanced  trout  rod.  1  asked  him  what  it  would  pull.  He 
■aid  it  would  kill  a  61b.  or  (Jib.  trout.  I  said  I  did  not 
think  it  would  pull  21b.,  and  he  rcsrued  the  idea.  I  took 
two  sovorewns  out  of  my  pocket,  1  put  them  on  the 
counter,  and  said,  "  You  want  a  sovereign  for  your  rod; 
if  it  pulls  21b.  I  will  give  you  two  sovereigns,  if  it  won't 
you  givo  me  the  rod  for  nothing."  The  man  did  not  know 
his  own  business.  Tho  rod  did  not  lift  lib.,  and  much  to 
his  disgust  I  walked  off  with  the  rod. 

It  a  man  has  on  a  2Mb  salmon,  and  drop3  the  point  of 
his  rod  and  points  it  fair  at  the  fish,  there  will  not  he  a 
strain  of  loz.  on  tho  rod  ;  it  will  all  boon  the  line.  1  have 
seen  men  who  got  hung  up,  or  were  pulling  for  a  break, 
giving  the  butt,  ami  putting  all  tho  stress  on  the  rod  ;  it 
broke,  whereas,  if  he  had  dropped  the  point,  ho  need  only 
havo  broken  his  line. — J.  1!.  Dunbar  Meander  in  tho 
Field,  Dec.  26. 

Sir, — In  your  current  number  Mr.  J.  B.  Dunbar 
Brander  makes  a  statement.    He  says  : 

"  Let  Mr.  Frasor  Sandeman  hike  his  most  powerful  rod, 
fasten  2ft.  of  cord  to  the  top  ring,  and  attach  a  2-lb.  weight 
to  the  oord  ;  he  will  drag  this  weight  with  ease  along  the 
floor,  but  his  rod  will  not  lift  it.  It  will  not  stand  a 
strain  of  21b. ;  it  is  a  very  strong  rod  that  will  lift  lib.  " 

The  above  conditions  are,  of  course,  very  different  to 
those  under  which  a  rod  is  legitimately  used  in  angling  or 
in  rod  testing,  the  line  not  running  through  the  rings  of 
the  rod  from  point  to  reel.  However,  as  an  experiment, 
we  have  tested  a  20ft.  Castleconnell  rod  (which  was 
regularly  used  last  season)  under  the  exact  conditions  de- 
manded by  Capt.  Dunbar  Brander,  and  Mr.  Sandeman 
raised  a  weight  of  50oz.  from  the  ground,  and  without 
exerting  mora  power  than  would  be  required  in  landing  a 
good  fish  in  an  average  stream. — L.  Cumberbatch,  in  the 
Field. 


DEVON  &  CORNWALL  SALMON  RIVERS. 


THE  CAMEL. 

Little  more  can  be  said  in  aid  of  this  river  conservancy 
than  bus  already  been  urged  on  their  behalf  in  this  paper. 
Yet  there  are  one  or  two  points  which  appear  to  have  been 
overlooked.  As  stated  at  the  meeting  held  at  Bodmin 
ou  Dec.  19,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  for  years  the 
conservators  have  utterly  neglected  their  duties,  and  that 
by  this  means  the  stream  has  obtained  such  a  bad 
reputation  that  even  local  men  will  not  go  to  the  expense 
of  taking  oat  a  licence.  Nor  can  strangers  be  induced  to 
tome  from  even  a  moderate  distance  to  fish  it.  As  shown 
by  a  letter  which  appeared  en  the  same  day  as  the  meeting, 
trout  fishing  is  not  so  bad  as  might  te  supposed,  but  it  is 
the  same  aa  to  "give  a  dog  a  bad  name  and  hang  him." 
The  scenery  is  so  picturesque  that  it  only  needs  one  visit 
to  the  valley  of  the  river  to  induce  many  to  spend  a  time 
in  its  neighbourhood.  As  to  the  statement  that  local 
ticket-holders  seek  the  assistance  of  a  poacher  in  obtaining 
a  salmon,  such  an  occurrence  would  be  too  barefaced  to 
hold  much  water.  Such  may  have  happened  once  in  a  life- 
time ;  but  that  it  is  an  everyday  event  is  hard  to  believe. 
A  suggestion  is  put  forward  that  a  Is.  subscription  should 
be  set  on  foot  for  supplying  funds  for  the  benefit  of  the 
conservancy,  and  also,  seeing  that  the  rod  salmon  licence 
is  only  12s.,  that  by  application  to  the  "  powers  that  be  " 
it  might  be  raised  for  a  year  or  so  for  the  same  end.  It  is 
now  proposed  to  raise  the  weekly  ticket,  but  not  the  yearly 
licence  ;  and  further,  after  all  this  valuable  time  has  been 
lost,  Mr.  Edyvean,  in  a  letter  dated  Dec.  21,  asks  sports- 
men for  assistance  either  in  large  or  small  sums. 

But  neither  of  these  suggestions  have  led  to  anjthing 
being  done,  and  the  consequence  is  that  matters  have  gone 
from  bad  to  worse,  and  the  conservancy  are  now  hopelessly 
run  up  in  every  way,  although  every  effort  has  been  made 
since  that  time  by  capable  men  such  as  Mr.  Edyvean  who 
has  not  only  given  time,  but  money  also.  A  few  others 
interested  have  endeavoured  to  put  the  affairs  of  the  con- 
servancy on  a  more  favourable  footing,  but  all  their  efforts 
nave  failed. 

Unfortunately,  the  Board  of  Trade  have  no  power  to 
supply  or  advance  money  for  the  assistance  of  a  conser- 
»?ncy.'  -?fc- 11  may  inferr«d  from  a  letter  of  "  Noss 
Mayo  s>.  in  this  paper  in  March  last,  that  the  County 
Council  have  such  power.  If  so,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  application  should,  without  further  loss  of  time  bo 
made  by  the  eousorvauey  to  such  authority  for  assistance. 
Other  than  this,  the  only  way  of  raising  money  ia  by  a 
conservancy  mortgaging  their  licence*,  which  may  be  done 


with  tho  authority  of  28  &  29  Vict.  cap.  121,  Beet.  28, 
which  says  :—  . 

"  A  Board  of  Conservators  may,  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  any  costs,  charges,  and  expenses  incurred  or  to 
bo  incurred  by  them  under  the  Salmon  Fisheries  Acts, 
1801  to  18"<i,  with  the  consent  of  one  of  Her  Majesty  s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  borrow  and  take  up  at 
Interest  on  tho  credit  of  the  licence  duties  authorised  to  be 
imposed  by  them,  or  of  any  other  property  belonging  to 
them,  any  sums  of  money  necessary  for  defraying  such 
costs,  charges,  and  expenses,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  repayment  of  any  sums  of  money  so  borrowed, 
together  with  such  interest  as  aforesaid,  the  Board  of  Con- 
servators may  mortgage  and  assign  over  to  the  persons  by, 
or  on  behalf  of  whom,  such  sums  are  advanced,  the  said 
duties  and  property,  or  any  part  thereof." 

Tbeso  are  the  only  plans  by  which  this  river  can  be 
savod  from  utter  ruin  under  the  Salmon  Acts,  and  seeing 
that  now  our  mining  industry  is  dying  a  natural  death, 
every  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  induce  people  to 
bring  money  into  these  counties  by  making  them  as 
attractive  as  possible  to  strangers  who  yearly  seek  clunge 
of  life  and  scenery. 

If  old  stories  are  not  "  fairy  tales,"  our  rivers,  before 
the  country  was  opened  up  by  railways,  were  as  full  of 
s  ilmon  and  peal  as  the  most  noted  Scotch  river  is  at  the 
present  day.  There  cannot  be  the  smallest  reason  if 
conservators  understand  for  what  purpose  they  are 
appointed,  and  gave  an  ordinary  amount  of  attention  to 
their  business,  why,  by  the  means  at  their  command, 
these  rivers  should  not  recover  from  the  depopulated 
state  into  which  they  have  been  allowed  to  drop,  and  by 
so  doing  help  to  fill  up  the  gap  caused  by  the  deterioration 
of  mining.  It  seems  to  bo  forgotten  that  we  are  now, 
comparatively  speaking,  but  a  few  hours'  journey  from 
the  great  Metropolis,  out  of  which  hundreds  of  thousands 
go  in  search  of  pleasure  and  health  every  year. 

The  Camel  might  in  a  few  yexrs  resume  its  former  state 
as  an  excellent  fishing  river.  As  everybody  interested  in 
our  gilmon  rivers  must  be  aware  of  the  faulty  state  of  our 
fishery  laws,  it  may  with  all  confidence  he  recommended 
that  an  association  should  be  at  once  formed,  seeing  that 
every  river  on  which  such  a  body  has  come  into  existence 
the  fishing  in  a  short  time  has  vastly  improved.  An 
association  can  be  formed  with  little  expense,  provided 
it  is  taken  up  in  a  sportsmanlike  manner,  and  its  purposes 
properly  explained  to  the  riparian  owners  and  others 
interested.  Though  there  is  no  emolument  with  a  con- 
servatorship, it  is  one  of  the  duties  of  a  country  landowner 
to  benefit  his  n  -ighbourhood  by  every  means  in  his  power. 
One  of  his  first  duties  on  his  receiving  such  appointment 
are  to  make  himself  thoroughly  conversant  with  our 
fishery  laws  as  they  at  present  stand,  and  with  all 
matters  connected  with  natural  history  of  salmon  as  far  as 
at  present  ascertained.  By  being  thus  road  up  in  all 
matters  connected  with  the  business,  they  would  te  pre- 
pared to  take  any  proceedings  or  undertake  any  work 
necessary  for  the  better  preservation  without  delay ;  and 
not  be  obliged  to  adjourn  the  question  to  an  indefinite 
time,  thus  losing  a  golden  opportunity  of  improving  their 
rivers. — Western  Morning  News. 


THE  DAWN  OF  '97 

Fifty  years  ago,  where  there  was  one  angler  on  the 
Thames  there  are  probably  twenty  now,  and  yet  your 
barbel  fisherman  came  to  the  Sonning  Deeps  below  the 
mill,  and  here  and  there  a  trout  angler  would  spin  his  bait 
at  Caversham  Lasher,  and  also  in  certain  mill  tails  on  the 
Kennet,  in  the  borough  of  Beading.  Pangbourne  was  good 
for  a  few  trout,  and  Caversham  Bridge  and  Mapledurham 
always  yielded  perch  and  pike.  Jack  wiring  went  ou  in 
the  side  waters  of  the  Thames,  and  the  Kennet,  im- 
mediately above  Reading,  was  shamefully  poached.  Still, 
roach  fishing  was  fairly  good  in  both  rivers,  and  barbel 
fishers  (a  sort  of  close  club  of  oldish  evening  and  early 
morning  "lob"  men)  caught  big  fish  in  the  water  above 
the  mill  in  Mill-lane.  But  the  Earl  of  Abingdon's  Isis 
water  above  Oxford  was  pretty  well  watched.  Parts  of 
the  free  waters  at  Oxford  were  too  deep  for  the  nets  of 
the  Beesleys,  and  a  few  trout  lay  in  Osney  mill  tail  and 
in  the  Isis  close  by.  Generally  speaking,  little  attention 
was  paid  to  the  Thames  in  protecting  the  fish,  but  in 
certain  private  stretches  of  the  Kennet  st  rict  watch  was 
kept ;  at  others,  none  at  all.  But,  nowadays,  all  is  happily 
changed,  and  urban  anglers  should  not  be  slow  in  "  drawing 
leather.  p  n 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

1 ii  e  first  meeting  of  the  new  executive  council  was  held 
on  I  uesday ■  evening,  December  29th,  at  the  Commercial 
Hotel  Bolton.  In  the  unavoidable  absence  of  th9 
President  (the  Rev  C.  P.  Roberts,  Rector  of  Longsight), 
Mr  George  Sutherland,  J.P.,  of  Wigan  Centre,  was  elected 
to  the  chair,  and  the  following  repressntatives  and  officers 
were  present  :  Th.  J.  H.  Hall  (Ashton,  Stalybridge, 
Dulanfield  and  Oldham  Amalgamation),  W.  Livesey  (Black' 

3*+ W°n{  ^We"'  &^}'  J"  Wi!de  (Atherton,  Leigh, 
and  Tyldesley),  J  Burton  (Farnworth,  Kearsley,  Walkden 
and  Little  Lever),  J.  W.  Witter,  J.  Reader,  A.  Ottywell 
and  S.  Jones  (Bolton  and  district),  T.  F.  Wallwork,  hon 
LTUTA,aCiT\^-  ?edf°rd,  hon.  secretary.  Mr.  P. 
Ball,  of  the  St.  Helen's  Centre,  forwarded  a  letter  of 
apology  for  inability  to  attend 

ro,Tfihr,^nUfieS0fth.ela8t  meetinS  havin8  read  and 
confirmed  the  secretary  reported  his  interview  with  Mr 
bhnger,  the  manager  of  the  Lancaster  Caml,  and  the  very 

?„?,?£US  %Zl,S  £nJ?hich  ho  was  Prepared  to  allow  the 
members  ot  the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  to  fish  in 
Lancaster  Canal.  It  was  resolved  that  tho  terms  bo 
accepted.  A  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  beat  method 
ot  dealing  with  member*  who,  having  obtained  a  travelling 


card,  fail  to  keep  up  their  club  subscriptions.  It'  was 
agreed  to  rep  5rt  them  to  the  centre  or  general^  secretary, 
so  that  their  cards  may  be  stopped  at  the  booking  offices, 
and  all  other  clubs  warned  not  to  admit  them  until  all 
arrears  have  been  paid  up,  and  re-admission  sanctioned  by 
the  executive  council. 

The  secretary  submitted  proof  of  cover  of  the  travelling 
card  for  189",  "which  will  not  only  act  as  a  passport  for 
cheap  travelling  fares,  but  will  enable  the  members  to  fish 
free  of  charge  in  the  Shropshire  Union  and  Lancaster 
Canals.  It  was  resolved  that  the  cover  be  approved. 

The  secretary  reported  a  large  addition  to  the  list  of 
fishing  stations  granted  by  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire 
Railway  Co.,  and  that  the  card  would  contain  a  complete 
list  of  the  towns  and  fishing  stations  on  the  Lancashire  and 
Yorkshire  line.  Several  new  angling  stations  had  been 
conceded  by  the  Midland  and  the  Manchester,  Sheffield, 
and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Companies,  but  the  L.  and  N. 
W.  and  Great  Western  lists  were  not  yet  to  hand.  4000 
cards  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  proposition  was  brought  forward  by  the  Ashton, 
Stalybridge,  and  Oldham  representative,  with  a  view  to  an 
extension  of  the  date  of  return  by  anglers'  railway  tickets 
from  three  to  five,  six,  or  seven  days,  as  the  three  days 
limit  is  insufficient  for  long  journeys.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  to  sign  and  forward  a  memorial  to  the  Man- 
chester, Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway  Co.  praying 
for  the  said  extension.  Several  recommendations  were 
made  for  the  improvement  of  the  train  services — an  earlier 
train  to  Southport,  and  an  earlier  train  to  Preston  to 
connect  with  the  L.  and  N.  W.  train  to  Lancaster  ;  the 
secretary  beiDg  requested  to  lay  the  case  before  the  L.and 
Y.  Ry.  Co.,  also  to  ask  for  cheap  fares  to  Wislech. 

It  was  resolved  that  reports  of  the  meetings  be  sent  both 
to  the  Fisliing  Gazette  and  the  Angler.;  also,  that  an 
abstract  of  the  proceedings  be  forwarded  by  post  to  every 
centre. 

In  consequence  of  the  delay  of  the  railway  companies' 
lists  of  new  angling  stations,  the  travelling  cards  will  not 
be  ready  for  a  fortnight  at  least.  A  c  )rdial  vote  of  thanks 
was  given  to  the  chairman. 

Thos.  W.  Bedford,  Hon.  Sec. 

5",  Dorset-street,  Bolton. 


SHANNON  PROSPECTS. 

The  extremely  mild  weather  which  we  have  been 
experiencing  for  some  weeks  has  been  very  favourable  to 
the  spawning  of  salmon  and  trout  both  on  the  main  river 
and  in  the  tributaries.  First  of  all,  we  have  had  no  snow 
or  sleet  to  speak  of,  so  that  the  fish  have  not  tasted  a  drop 
of  snow  broth,  which  they  so  much  detest,  and  which 
interferes  so  much  with  their  spawning  operations.  Then 
accordingly  as  they  deposit  the  ova  tho  floods  bear  them 
downwards  to  the  sea,  to  return,  let  us  hope,  in  a  few 
weeks  fine  big,  plump,  silvery  salmon.  The  big  ones,  grand 
fellows,  ranging  from  251b.  to  301b.,  351b.,  401b.,  and  451b. 
and  upwards  ascend  first,  and  these  later  on  are  followed 
bv  smaller  sized  fish.     I  feel  quite  certain  that  the 

Grenadiers  "  of  the  big  battalion  are  pushing  forward  at 
this  present  time,  as  the  river  is  in  full  flood,  and  the 
temperature  of  the  water  is  so  high  that  they  will  enter 
the  fresh  water  sections  without  hesitation.  Therefore  I 
think  we  may  reasonably  expect  that  the  spring  fishing  will 
prove  satisfactory,  provided,  of  course,  that  the  present 
favourable  weather  shall  continue.  I  drove  down  to  the 
Falls  of  Doonas  yesterday  with  an  English  friend,  and 
the  rapids  were  a  grand  sight — indeed,  worth  coming 
from  London  to  see.  To-morrow  we  hope  to  visit  Castle- 
connell and  its  glorious  salmon  pools,  whon  wo  mean 
to  look  in  ou  our  friend  Mr.  John  Enright,  and  have  a  look 
at  his  ruds,  flies,  ^c.  S.  J.  Hurley. 


TRAWLING  FOR  AMATEURS. 

Amongst  the  various  modes  of  catching  fish  which  is 
practised  around  our  coast,  there  is  noue  that  provides 
such  variety  as  trawling.  Your  catch  is  not  always  con- 
fined to  fish,  for  I  have  on  many  occasions  brought  up 
from  the  bottom  ship's  buckets,  old  boots,  plugs  of 
tobacco,  and  on  one  occasion  I  romembor  my  day's  catch 
included  an  anchor  which  weighed  about  lcwt.,  and  a 
small  gold  locket  which  was  not  bigger  than  my  thumb 
nail.  On  another  occasion,  when  I  was  using  a  steam 
launch,  and  was  trawling  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hospital 
ship,  where  the  coasting  steamers  generally  come  in  to 
coal,  we  trawled  up  enough  coal  every  catch  to  keep  the 
furnace  going. 

Of  course,  in  addition  to  all  these  conglomerations,  we 
get  our  usual  bag  of  ray,  flatfish,  soles,  tufbot,  whiting, 
cod,  various  kinds  of  crabs,  lobsters,  and  very  often 
oysters.  Some  of  the  spider  crabs  and  pipe  fish,  which 
are  a  species  of  tho  Hippocampi,  or  sea  horse,  are  very 
interesting  ;  I  have  several  specimens  that  .1  havo  trawled 
up,  and  also  some  nice  species  of  coral. 

Amongst  the  catch  on  one  fine  afternoon  was  what 
looked  to  me  like  a  small  watch  buoy,  but  it  was  grown  all 
over  so  thick  with  weed  we  could  hardly  tell  what  it  was. 
I  managed  to  secure  it  just  as  it  was  going  to  be  thrown 
overboard  again  with  lots  of  rubbish  that  was  no  good.  I 
thought,  however,  that  1  might  take  it  home  and  scrape  it, 
and,  after  drying  it,  give  it  a  few  coats  of,  paint,  when  it 
would  be  as  good  as  new.  When  I  examined  it  at  home  it 
seemed  full  of  some  liquid,  which  I  put  down  for  salt 
water,  but  on  piercing  it  with  a  gimlet  I  found  that  it 
smelt  very  strong  of  spirit,  and,  on  tasting  it.  it  proved  to 
be  brandy,  and  of  a  good  sort.  I  expect  if  must  have 
been  thrown  overboard  on  the  approach  of  tho  Customs 
officer,  as  it  had  a  stone  tied  to  it. 

It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  did  not  pay  duty.  Next 
week  I  will  describe  the  variou*  kinds  of  traM.  . 

Plymouth.  ■   William  Heakdkk,  B.S,A.B. 


January  9,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


FAIRY  RINGS. 
An  angler  living  in  small  towns  could  catch  most  all  the 
various  bumbles  bv  going  to  a  red  clover  field  (second 
crop)  ;  but  the  suburban  fisherman,  desirous  of  tempting 
a  cunning  old  trout,  or  catch  the  chub  under  withy  boughs, 
might  catch  bumbles  and  bees,  too,  when  the  honey-seek- 
ing insects  are  rifling  Canterbury  bells ;  but  the  best  lure  are 
the  blossoms  of  the  American  balsam.  A  common  pint  or 
quart  pickle  jar  (bore  a  small  hole  in  the  bung  for  ventilation) . 
A  small  white  handkerchief  dropped  over  the  blossom  the 
ginger  bee,  or  bumble  of  the  same  colour,  or  the  reddish 
*  shouldered  "  bumble,  and  including  the  small  dark  'una, 
up  to  those  grand,  big,  dark  bumbles  with  a  yellow 
tracing.  Take  out  the  bung,  and  manipulate  the  handker- 
chief so  as  to  drop  Mr.  B.  into  the  jar,  and  clap  on  the 
bung  It  would,  of  course,  be  a  delicate  operation  to  tie 
with  fine  silk  a  big  bumble  to  the  shank  of  the  hook 
leaving  the  wings  and  legs  free,  and  then  by  an  undercast 
tempt  the  big  trout.  Ten  or  a  dozen  famished  bees  came 
to  a  jug,  in  which  was  a  little  pale  ale,  out-of-doors. 
They 

Scented  the  saccharine  from  far  and  near, 
With  hungry  stomachs  revelled  in  beer ; 
"  Wet  "  inside  and  out,  they  ne'er  could  fly, 
So  on  a  grassy  bed  lay  down  to  die. 

W.  Fry. 


obtained  in  this  way  are  of  the  greatest  scientific  interest, 
confirming,  as  they  do,  many  <f  the  observations  of 
Apstein,  Zacharias,  and  others  on  the  plankton  of  Eoropaan 
lake3 ;  nor  cm  they  fail  to  be  of  value  in  the  practical  work 
of  fish  culture.  The  Commission  is  certainly  deserving  of 
all  praise  for  undertaking  this  biological  examination  of 
the  Great  Lakes,  and  we  can  only  regret  that  the  work 
cannot  be  carried  on  continuously,  instead  of  being  limited 
to  a  few  weeks  in  the  summer. — Natural  Science. 


THE  MELBOURNE  EXHIBITION. 

I  have  received  from  my  friend,  Mr.  James  E.  Sherrard, 
the  secretary  to  the  exhibition  trustees,  a  copy  of  their 
illustrated  official  handbook,  and  it  is  indeed  a  mist 
complete  work,  and  must  have  taken  an  immense  amount 
of  time  to  compile.  . 

It  gives  sketches  of  nearly  all  the  objects  of  interest  in 
the  fisheries  department  as  well  as  in  the  museum  and 
loan  collections,  and  a  classified  list  of  the  various  fish  to  be 
obtained,  with  a  short  concise  description  or  each. 

The  various  views  of  the  fish  hatching  and  rearing  ponds 
are  very  interesting,  whilst  the  Crustacea  and  sea  birds 
come  in  for  a  good  share  of  illustration  and  description, 
the  reproduction  of  a  photograph  of  a  part  of  a  penguin 
rookery  is  a  sight  itself  worth  seeing.  In  some  localities 
where  sea  water  is  not  obtainable  they  have  recourse  to  an 
artificial  sea  water  made  of  the  following  :  chloride  of 
sodium,  eighty-one  parts;  sulphate  of  magnesia,  seven 
parts  ;  chloride  of  magnesium,  ten  parts  ;  and  chloride  of 
notassium,  two  parts.  .  , 

There  are  two  very  interesting  sketches-one  with  a 
steamer  towing  a  beam  trawl,  which  shows  the  trawl  at 
worked  another  with  a  sailing  vessel  towing  an  otter  or 

bT£t!SetS2'the  fish  are  pretty  much  the  same  as  ours 
but  very  much  larger;  for  instance,  their  ray  reaches  about 
two  hundredweight,  and  the  cod  are  very  often  caught  up 
to  1201b.  weight.  .  .  .  i.  « 

A  few  fish  stories  interlarded  give  a  certain  amount  of 
sp.^ce  which  is  very  acceptable.  Space  will  not  allow  me 
S  dwell  more  in  detail,  but  this  I  may  say  that  our 
exhibition  committees  may  well  copy  our  Melbourne 

f%dmOUthe  ^  °£  ^  ^  W.LL.AK  Hk  ARDER. 


THE  BIOLOGY  OF  THE  GREAT  LAKES. 

Is  connection  with  Mr.  Scourfield's  plea  for  a  British 
fresh  water  biological  station,  appearing  in  this  number 
it  is  very  instructive  .to  note  the  increasing  attention  paid 
to  the  study  of  fres'i-water  animals  and  plants  m  the 
United  States.  As  a  good  instance  of  this  may  be  taken 
the  work  of  the  Michigan  Fish  Commission  This  Com- 
mission not  only  performs  the  practical  duties  of  fish 
Ltchin-  and  "  planting,"  but  has  also  carried  out  a 
considerable  amount  of  valuable  biological  work  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  six  Bulletins  it  has  already  issued,  The 
ultimate object  in  view  has  naturally  been  a  practical  one 
naS  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  tie decreasing  yield  of 
w^nsh  (Coregonu*  rlupeifortms)  in  spite  ot  artificial 
whrtensn        -  w  a  subject  of  some  importance  to 

SMS ^of'M^Sf  touching  as  it  does  four  of  the  five 
Treat  Lakes  Recognising  that  the  only  basis  tor 
•  fu-J^f  action  in ithe  future  would  be  a  more  complete 
I"  'ft     of a  lithe  conditions  surrounding  the  wh  tefish, 

of  the  Great  Lakes.  During  the  summer  ot  1».M  a  party 
of  naturalists,  under  the  direction  of  Proper  J.  B. 
Regard  was  maintained  on  Lake  St.  Clair  a  gnat 
tteign.    ,  -r  ti,A  whitofish.  lying  between  Lake 

^r^^^m?hvPr;,f"«o7ward,  are  especially  note- 
Parasitic  Worms  by  rroressor  »» * u,  r  ^ 
 n_„     Tint  nven  more  important  than  tnis  wont  vu 

■  IMS 


gotfings  bp  tl)c  IBag. 

"  Redspinner's"  modest  proposal,  put  forward  in  his 
lecture  to  the  Sea  Anglers'  Association  on  Wednesday 
night,  that  some  rich  enthusiast,  who  desires  to  sea  full 
justice  done  to  sea  angling,  should  provide  him  with  a 
comfortably  equipped  yacht  of  from  70  to  100  tons,  fitted 
with  lockers  on  both  sides,  containing  every  possible 
requisite  in  the  way  of  tackle,  all  the  standard  books  on  sea 
angling,  and  a  copious  supply  of  blank  note-bcoks,  and 
manned  by  a  capable  crew,  whose  wages  would  be  paid 
regularly,  so  that  he  could  pursue  his  investigations  in  a 
proper  manner,  although  not  made  seriously,  is  worthy  of 
consideration.  It  is  absolutely  unlikely  that  anyone  with 
the  money  and  pluck  for  such  an  enterprise  would  come 
forward,  but  the  thing  is  not  unfeasible  by  a  combination 
of  sea  angling  enthusiasts,  and  certainly,  if  the  investiga- 
tions were  made  in  a  complete  and  thorough  manner, 
future  generations  of  sea  anglers  would  have  reason  to 
bless  those  who  made  the  experiment. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  humility  that  I,  as  a  present  day 
writer  on  angling  subjects,  venture  to  raise  my  small 
voice  in  support  "of  Mr.  Senior's  statement  that  the 
writers  of  one  hundred  years  ago  were  far  less  modest  as 
to  their  own  wares  than  we  of  to-day  are  ;  and,  indeed,  1 
may  here  say  that,  though  writers  of  to-day  may  appear 
to  the  public  eye  flamboyant  and  self-trumpeting,  they  are 
really  the  innocent  and  much  to  be  pitied  victims  of  the 
enterprising  publisher  and  advertiser  As  Mr.  bemor 
related  in  his  lecture,  the  title  page  of  Shirley  s  A ngler  s 
Museum  "  claims  that  the  book  contains  "  more  real  and 
useful  knowledge  in  the  sciences  ot  angling  thin  is  to  be 
found  in  works  of  the  same  kind,  though  three  times  its 
price  and  bulk."  The  author  also  claimed  that  he  could 
without  vanity  declare  that  every  article  in  the  book  was 
the  result  of  his  own  discoveries.  And  again,  rhomas 
Frederick  Salter,  who  on  the  title  page  of  his  Angling 
for  SaltWater  Fish,"  declares  that  his  work  was  written 
from  his  experience  and  practice,  and  without  reference 
to  o'her  books.  Other  writers  on  angling  of  that  time 
were  equally  modest,  and  put  forward  their  claims  with 
as  much  naivete  as  even  Mr.  Senior  showed  when  telling 
some  of  his  crack  stories  on  Wednesday  night. 

I  hear,  with  great  regret,  that  Mr  Harry  Patman  of 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  is  an  inmate  of  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital.  ..... 

Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will  read  a  paper  upon 
"Practical  Pike  Fishing,"  on  Monday  next  J  an., U  at 
8  o'clock  precisely,  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.  A  special  invitation  to  the 
mXg  is  extended  to  the  members  of  the  Blue  Anchor 
Fishinf  Society,  and  to  other  anglmg  friends.  The 
K  P  S  holds  a  roach  competition  on  Jan.  17  ;  members 
may"  fish  anywhere  on  the  Thames ;  one^ rod  only,  and 
professional  fishermen  may  be  employed  at  option. 

I  a  UJ  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  very  good  roach  from  the 
Thames  of  lib.  14m.,  taken  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  who 
aiso  took  k.  one  hour's  fishing  at  Ditton,  a  roach  of 
lib  7o/  and  one  of  lib.  6oZ.  The  fish  were  landed  by 
means  of  the  ground  bait  tub,  Mr.  Amphlett  not  having 
thought Tit  worth  while  to  take  a  landing  net  for  one  hour's 


the  new  wing.  It  goes  without  saying  that  when  Mr. 
Reginald  Booker  proposed  "  The  Management  of  the 
Holborn"  Mr.  Hamp  received  an  ovation  thoroughly 
deserved — and  one  which  will  not  soon  be  effaced  from  his 
memory.  The  committee  room  adjoining  is  also  a  "  gem." 

Although  I  was  invited  by  the  committee  to  a  "  little 
supper,"  it  was  almost  as  gocd  as  a  dinner.  This  is  what 
they  had : 

Sotr. 
Scotch  Broth. 
Fish. 

Cod  ami  Oyster  Sauce      Fried  Smelts  Crime  dAnchois. 
Entrke. 
Mutton  Cutlets  Jardiniere 
Saute  Potatoes. 
Removes. 
Hibs  of  Beef  and  Moiseradish 
Boiled  Leg  of  Mutton,  Caper  Sauce,  and  Turnips. 
Vegetables. 
'  Brussels  Sprouts      Plain  Potatoes. 
Sweets. 

Christmas  Pudding       Grape  Jelly      lee  Pudding. 
Cheese  Celery 
Dessert. 

After  which  thev  gave  their  minds  to  toasting  "  The 
Queen  "  "The  Chairman"  (Mr.  E.  For-man).  The 
Press  "  and  "  The  Visitors."  Messrs.  Galloway,  Patterson, 
Zaehnsdorf,  and  Bluuiell  received  the  heartiest  thanks i  ot 
their  brother  members  for  the  active  part  they  had  taken 
iu  the  removal  from  the  old  home  to  the  new. 


Thv  thirteen  pike  captured  by  Bambridge,  of  Eton, 
will  sp  a  to  a  R  Bedford  "  Spinner  were  taken  from  a 
private  water,  and  not,  as  annmnced  last  week,  from  the 

Thames. 

"  Straw  Hat  "  had  two  good  days  with  the  roach  near 
"tip  "can  bo  had  by  writing  to  him  for  it  at  the  I  araa. . 
Epsom.  ,  >  »  «  1  

Ai -moron  too  late  for  supper  on  Wednesday  night 

srsr&e.  s  ,°..i":b«« « -ton,,, «,.  a* 

amV  d  atil  (the  comp  naa  p        ^       ,  e veTything  was 


recHerch,:    A  "dream     in  7Xd  "fisl     the  pictures 

courteous  and  "^atigaWe  nupr  01  fnJJ 
'Restaurant  (himself  a  member  '*  1  "  "embprs  (,!,„  roll 
well  that  the  «ver;\"C™gnroriSfor  C  l<ed  at  the 
ISSSISHA  ^-^the'lovellest  rooms  in 


The  chairman,  in  proposing  "  The  Piscatorial  Society, 
said  that  the  growth  of  the  stability  of  the  society  had 
exceeded  even  his  expectation.    The  increase  of  members 
was  most  grafting,  and  the  pleasant  association  with  the 
gentlemen  enrolled  was  one  of  his  weekly  pleasures.    1  ha 
society,  now  that  they  had  ample  accommodation  would 
be  glad  to  welcome  new  members,  it  good  fellows  and  good 
anglets    The  Holborn  management  had  surpassed  them- 
selves  with  the  liberality  with  which  they  had  again  treated 
the  society,  and  no  doubt  when  the  society  again  outgrew 
its  bounds  it  would  be  pleasure  to  again  provide  increased 
accommodation.    Mr.  Reg.  E.  Booker,  m  proposing  The 
Management  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant      said  that  or 
some  years  the  club  had  experienced  the  attention  and  care 
of  the7  management,  and  could  only  ^upon^fr^h 
proof  of  their  liberality  w  ith  due  appreciation    The  chair- 
man replied  for  Mr.  Hamp  in  his  unavoidable  absence 
and  said  that  Mr.  Hamp  had  requested  him  to  state  that 
noefforts  would  le  spared  to  make  the  society  ^fortable 
Dr  Patterson  then  ably  proposed  "  The  Press  and  he- 
Visitors."    He  said  that  the  members  duly  appreciated 
the  services  of  the  Press,  and,  indeed,  were  satisfied  only 
when  they  had  enrolled  the  pressmen  as  members. 

As  to  the  visitors,  the  more  the  better,  because  he  hoped 
that  not  one  of  them  would  ever  be  present  m  that 
capacity  again,  as  he  hoped  they  would  a  become 
members  He  coupled  the  toast  with  Mr  Crumplen, 
"("d  Isaak"  of  the  People,  and  Mr  Lvans who, 
though  a  visitor,  was  no  stranger  Mr.  Crumplen, 
1 1  ;  ,  for  tin.  I'ress  regretted  Mr.  Senior  8  absence  at 
the"  Ts  A  S  a hTfettEelf  enable  to  do  due  .justice 
to  the  toast  '  Be  had  been  forty  years  a  pressman,  the 
fiist  article  he  wrote  being  accepted  much  to  hu 
a  tonisdlment.  Mr.  Matthews  regretted 
arrived  from  Mr.  Senior's  lecture.  He  thought  u  thing 
need  be  added  to  "Old  [talk's"  remarks  save  that  no 
had  met  with  nothing  but  kindness  from  the  members  of 

Ou  behalf  of  the  visitors  he  begged  to  thank  the  1  .  S.  for 

its  hospitality,   ,  »> »  1 

Mr   K   H    Bramlky  was  obliged  to  leave  early,  and 
it  was'  well  for  Dr.  Patterson,  for.  in  replying,  ho  used 

one  piece  de  renrtaure  was  the  sel  ., 

"  Keb,  Sir  !  Keb!  ,  c 

.,     Ai.fiiPK    the   eminent  tacklo  nianu 

minutes'  conversation  with    >"  .  ,         M  „v<.r ,,, 

bis  sixty-eighth  year,  and  was  ..«  •      »  •  h 

in!i":wi-  ■  " 

birthday.  (  >t<  , 

Ykt  another   celebrated  ^J^gffiSTV.'S 
timo  at  the  Piscatorial  su.^r  at  th    Moll  rn^  ^ 

earW  birds,  e  f  " .  SeMoodi  totorji*"  • 

and  on  airivuig  mbont  ''•]'nH"X  0f  course  I  Imd  some 
nat  by  the  side  of  Mr.  J.  J.         >  •        ,  .    ;        ud  you 

houp  with  himino  ;  »  ^tt'S^bSSr  M, 
will  all  Iki  glad  to  hear  that  he  .sg.ttmg 

lie  looked  as  fit  ft<  a  Inldlo. 


2H 


Mil.  C.  II.  WnuKi.tv  will  read  a  paper  befoi'o  the  mom- 
born  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  11, 
entitled  "  Notes  by  the  Woy." 

"  Dkau  '  DitAONKT,'— Inolosod  you  can  regard  in  the 
eaiuo  light  ax  the  frequent  coinmunieationB  you  get  from 
Windeor  Castle,  Balmoral,  Ao.  J  it  is  a  command  as  well 
us  an  invitation.  You  know,  without  mo  tolling  you, 
thai  you'll  be  nmdo  welcome.  We  are  ull  anxious  to  seo  yon 
again,  and  hope,  you'll  just  try  and  have  a  dog  or  tu>0  (a 
weok  or  two  if  you  like)  with  us.  Bring  a  mate  or  two 
with  you— Mr.  Hramloy,  of  course,  for  one  of  them— and  the 
more  tho  merrier  ;  but  no  oxcuso  with  regard  to  yourself 
will  be  li-tmed  to."  (  Thia  command  is  from  Mr.  llarry 
Spray,  lion.  sro.  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling 
Society— and  the  occasion  is  the  half-yearly  dinner.  It  is 
to  tako  place  on  Tuesday  evoning,  Jan.  at  seven 
prompt,  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  (ioldsmith-street,  Notting- 
ham, presided  over  by  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Bart. 
Amongst  hia  supporters  will  be  the  president,  W.  (iaxkell, 
Esq.,  and  \  ice-presidents  :  T.  Eseox,  Esq.,  J.  T.  Forman, 
Esq.,  J.  Hind.  Esq.,  E.  T.  Hooloy,  Esq.,  J.  Tomlinson, 
Esq.,  'J'.  Wood,  Esq.,  P.  Warsop,  Esq.,  Dr.  T.  Wright, 
do.,  Ac] 


Mr,  Homkrt  BuBN,  of  Ia,  Charlotte-street,  Man- 
chester, writes:  "The  paragraph  in  'Jottings  by  the 
Way,'  of  Saturday,  Dec.  20,  respecting  the  authorship  of 
the  short  poem  '  The  Contented  Angler,'  which  appeared 
in  the  issue  of  Dec.  l'J,  is  not  quite  correct.  It  was  not 
written  by  William  Pritt,  and  does  not  appear  in  the 
]x>3thuraous  work  of  the  late  T.  E.  Pritt,  entitled,  '  An 
Angler's  Basket. '  It  was  written  by  R.  Godby,  of 
Hochdalo,  and  first  sung  by  him  at  one  of  the  annual 
dinners  of  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association,  to  the 
air  of  Squire  Bantam's  song  from  '  Dorothy,'  and  is 
published  in  the  third  volume  of  1  Anglers'  Evenings ' — 
papers  written  by  members  of  that  association."  [I  thank 
you,  Mr.  Burns ;  and  here  is  an  improvised  refrain  :  > 

Then  here's  to  the  angler  who'll  cheerfully  stay 
Hy  the  stream,  though  bo  gets  not  a  bite  all  the  day, 
And  In  epltc  of  the  weather  can  always  be  gay. 
'    So  a  bumper  say  1  to  the  "rod  aid  the  fly  ' 



TilK  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post  has  commenced  the  year  in 
a  new  guise.  That  is  to  say,  that  the  old-fashioned,  un- 
wieldy sheet,  which,  when  opened,  would  cover  up  all  the 
passengers  on  one  side  of  a  railway  carriage,  has  been  con- 
verted into  a  sheet  of  half  the  size.  There  are,  however, 
double  tho  number  of  pages,  and  none  of  the  familiar 
headings  are  missing. 


The  author  of  that  excellent  little  work  "The 
Chronicles  of  the  Old  Cronies'  Angling  Club,"  which 
was  favourably  noticed  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  2,  called  at  St.  Dunstan's  House  early  in 
the  week,  and  expressed  himself  well  pleased  at  the 
impartial  review  of  his  latest  hook.  His  attention  was 
called,  however,  to  an  accidental  omission— the  publishers, 
and  where  the  work  was  to  be  obtained.  The  author  had 
not  noticed  the  said  omission,  but  it  is  published  at  the 
Angler  Office,  Scarborough,  and  can  be  obtained  at  2/9, 
Strand.   The  price  is  Is.  Od. ;  post  free,  Is.  7d. 


Mr.  Mac  queen  will  publish,  on  the  18th  inst.,  a  series 
of  Nature  Idylls,  under  the  title  of  "  Summer  Days  for 
Winter  Evenings,"  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Crawford,  P.L.S.,  the 
author  of  "  The  Wild  Life  of  Scotland."  The  book  will 
contain  numerous  illustrations  by  Mr.  John  Williamson. 


Mr.  "W.  H.  Elsmobk  (B.S.A.S.)  and  friend  had 
about  fifty  whiting  and  dabs  at  Deal  on  Jan.  3.  The  sea 
was  very  thick  with  mud  and  sand.  "  If  the  wind  keeps 
off,"  he  says,  "  sport  may  be  expected  by  end  of  this 
week.  A  few  small  cod  ate  still  about.  Eight  boats  were 
out  on  Monday,  but  none  did  much.  We  went  out  with 
Finie3,  and  can  reoommend  him," 


I  HEAR  from  Mr.  R.  J.  Foxall,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Hotel,  Stanstead,  Herts.,  that  "There  was  a  good  show 
of  fish  at  my  house  on  Jan.  3,  from  several  clubs,  consisting 
of  perch,  roach,  and  pike  (one  of  the  latter  weighing  81b., 
and  several  31b.  each),  and  the  water  is  now  in  good 
condition." 


"Time  goes  on,"  says  the  Norfolk  Standard,  "and 
customs  change.  The  town  that  is  famous  for  bloaters  all 
over  the  world  finds  its  fishing  trade  declining,  and  its 
chief  foreign  trade  in  timber.  The  imports  of  timber  to 
Yarmouth  last  year  totalled  up  to  over  59,000  loads, 
employing  105  vessels,  and  paying  more  harbour  du2s  than 
are  raised  from  any  similar  source.  Herrings  are  still 
brought  into  the  town,  as  every  visitor  knows  quite  well ; 
and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that,  although  it  is  known  for  a 
certainty  that  the  trade  is  not  what  it  was,  the  catch  of 
last  year  was  close  upon  19,000  lasts,  or,  roughly  speaking, 
2000  lasts  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  was  a 
large  increase  in  the  import  of  oilcake,  which  totalled  in 
1896  to  7255  tons,  and  28,246cwt.  of  oats  were  landed,  an 
increase  of  some  3000cwt.  Foreign  wheat,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  about  18,000cwt.  less  than  in  1895,  while 
foreign  barley,  not  represented  in  the  figures  of  the  last 
named  year,  showed  an  import  of  over  3000cwt.  All 
this  is  outside  the  coasting  trade,  which  is  believed  tc  be  on 
the  increase,  and  which  is  of  a  very  important  character." 


Another  decent  fish  has  been  rescued  from  "  The 
Gulf."  On  Thursday  last,  Mr.  James  Kerry,  of  Leigh 
House,  Southend,  landed  a  121b,  pike  from  Dageuham 
Lake. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


"  When  a  man  arrives  home  with  wet  boots,'  says 
Work  "he  will  usually  either  stand  them  in  the  fireplace 
or  simply  throw  them,  with  their  soles  down,  anywhere 
out  of  the  way.  The  former  me:hod  does  harm  to  the 
boots,  and  the  latter  to  the  wearer.  Boots  must  not  be 
placed  too  near  a  fire.  To  dry  them,  they  should  be  set 
nt  a  distance  of  about  2ft.  away,  with  the  soles  towards 
the  fire  ;  they  will  then  dry  gradually.  If  trees  are  avail- 
able, put  them  in  when  the  boots  are  about  half  dry ;  but 
it  is  of  no  use  treeing  boots  that  are  sodden  if  it  is  desirod 
to  wear  them  next  day.  When  wet  boots  or  shoes  are 
thoughtlessly  thrown  on  the  floor,  the  wet  cannot  get 
away,  and  the  sMcs,  being  the  hardest  parts,  retain  the 
damp,  which  strikes  through  the  middle  to  the  inner  sole. 
When  ono  has  been  out  in  over  so  small  a  shower,  it  is  a 
good  plan  to  lay  the  boots  on  their  tides,  in  order  that  air 
may  get  t  o  the  wettest  pirts." 


Attention  was  called  last  weok  to  the  excellent 
Christmas  Number  of  the  Irish  Field.  As  a  supplement, 
beautifully  printed  in  colours,  an  almanack  is  issued, 
giving  the  English  and  Irish  racing  fixtures  for  1897.  The 
centre  of  the  almanack  is  occupied  by  five  chromo-litho 
sketches :  "  The  Saddling  Paddock,"  "  The  Parade," 
"The  Brook,"  "The  Last  Fence,"  and  "The  Finish." 
It  is  a  work  of  art,  and  worthy  of  a  niche  in  every  sports- 
man's sanctum.  By  the  way,  it  will  need  a  fair  sized 
niche,  for  it  measures  38in.  by  28in. 

Last  week-end  I  shuttled  down  to  Deal— the  shuttle 
usually  goes  before  the  deal,  you  know — for  a  whiff  of  tho 
briny.  My  stay  was  all  too  short,  and  after  partaking  of 
Dr.  Jack's  hospitality  in  the  way  of  a  special  dinner— 
admirably  served  by  mine  hostess,  Mrs.  Reed — I  sat  and 
smoked,  and  looked  out  of  the  open  dining-room  window 
of  the  Pelican  Hotel  on  to  the  somewhat  muddy  sea. 
Sport  was  "  off" — the  cone  was  run  up,  indicative  of  an 
approaching  "  breeze."  I  counted  over  twenty  bca's 
engaged  in  fishing.  At  3.30  they  "  made  for  the  shore." 
The  sprat  boats,  too,  came  in  with  very  few  sprats— a 
pretty  good  sign  that  the  cod  were  not  about.    The  sun 

shoi  at,  the  air  was  bracing,  and  after  waking  good 

Ned  Hanger  from  his  afternoon  siesta — just  to  say  "  How 
are  you  ?  "  and  back  to  London.  Express  train  (S.E.R.) 
leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10 — home  at  7.30 — nearly  six 
hours  at  Deal.  I  found  a  few  whiting,  and  lost  a 
better  umbrella.  The  New  Year  has  come,  but  that 
umbrella  has  gone — gone  for  ever.  For,  as  the  "  English 
Max  Adeler,"  W.  Carter  Platts,  says,  in  "  The  Tuttlebury 
Tales"  (a  notice  of  which  appeared  in  our  Christmas 
Number),  "  Bread  cast  upon  the  waters  may  return  after 
many  days,  but  a  good  umbrella  seldom  does." 

 >♦♦■»<  

By  the  way,  speaking  of  "  The  Tuttlebury  Tales,"  Mrs. 
"  Drag  "  having  vaguely  hinted  at  the  desirability  of  re- 
papering  a  few  of  the  gilded  saloons  at  Drag  Villa  during 
the  approaching  spring-cleaning  operations,  I  referred  her 
to  Mr.  Carter  Platts'  chapter  on  Paperhanging  Made 
Easy"  (which  I'm  not  quite  sure  shouldn't  have  been 
christened  "  Laughter  Made  Easy  ") :  "  1  Let's  have  some 
good,  strong  paste,'  urged  Mr.  Tuttlebury.  And  Mrs. 
Tuttlebury  made  it  both  good  and  strong.  He  knew  it  was 
so  by  the  way  it  stuck  to  his  clothes,  which  is  an  infallible 
test.  He  cut  off  a  length  of  paper,  sufficiently  long  to 
reach  from  ceiling  to  floor.  Then  he  laid  it  on  the  table, 
and  began  to  paste  it  with  an  old  hair  brush.  When  he 
was  not  pasting  the  paper,  he  was  pasting  his  trousers. 
When  he  had  finished  the  operation  he  suddenly  made  an 
important  discovery.  He  had  pasted  the  wrong  side  of 
the  paper— but  he  had  pasted  the  right  side  of  the  trousers. 
He  commenced  upon  a  fresh  length  of  paper  and  the  same 
trousers.  WTien  he  had  spread  sufficient  paste  on  the 
paper,  he  gaily  mounted  the  step-ladder,  and  slammed  the 
top  part  against  the  wall.  But  he  had  not  got  it  quite 
straight  at  the  top,  and  it  hung,  consequently,  Gin.  to  the 
left.  After  readjusting  it  at  the  top,  the  bottom  hung  Gin. 
to  the  right.  Then  he  called  in  the  assistance,  of  Mrs. 
Tuttlebury,  and  she  held  the  length  of  paper  at  the  bottom, 
while  he  held  it  at  the  top,  and  when  they  had  got  it 
straight,  and  taut,  and  perpendicular,  Mr.  Tuttlebury 
said,  '  One — two — three,'  and  they  both  jammed  their 
ends  on  to  the  wall  at  the  same  instant.  The  ends  went 
on  all  right,  but  the  paper  tore  across  the  middle,  and 
Tuttlebury  sat  upon  the  top  of  the  steps  and  cursed,  while 
Mrs.  Tuttlebury  sat  on  the  floor  and  cried.  By-aud-by, 
when  the  storm  had  passed,  they  started  afresh  on  another 
length  of  paper ;  and  they  got  it  stuck  on  the  wall  all 
right,  with  the  trifling  exception  of  sixteen  creases  up  one 
edge  of  the  paper. 


"  It  was  a  very  easy  matter  to  pull  the  paper  from 
the  wall  and  straighten  the  creases  out  of  that  side- 
whereupon,  they,  in  some  mysterious  manner,  appeared 
along  the  other  edge ;  and  Mr.  Tuttlebury  sarcasti- 
cally asked  his  wife  if  she  hadn't  better  try  to  iron 
them  out  with  a  hot  flat  iron,  or  if  she  didn't  think  one 
tide  of  the  paper  was  shorter  than  the  other,  and  wanted 
a  gusset  letting  in.  Then  Mrs.  Tuttlebury  sat  on  the 
floor  and  cried  again,  while  Mr.  Tuttlebury  sat  on  the 
top  of  the  steps  and  cursed  roundly,  and  squarely,  and 
three-corneredly,  until  a  wonderful  inspiration  hit  him  so 
hard  that  it  nearly  knocked  him  off  the  steps.  The 
magnitude  of  the  wonderful  idea  instantly  stayed  the  flow 
of  his  rhetoric.  '  Maria  ! '  he  gasped  hoarsely,  '  every 
blamed  paperhanger  up  to  now  has  been  a  copper-plated 
idiot !  There's  only  one  way  of  putting  wall  paper  on 
properly,  and  I've  just  discovered  it.  The  simplest  thing 
Maria,  and  yet  nobody's  thought  of  it  before  !  We've 
been  going  on  the  wrong  tack  entirely— we've  been  pasting 
the  paper  instead  of  the  wall !  Gad  !  It'll  revolutionise 
the  trade  !   See  ?   What  we  want  to  do  is  to  spread  the 


[January  9,  1897 

paste  on  the  wall,  then  just  clap  a  roll  of  paper  against  it, 
and  unroll  it  on  the  pasted  plaster !  Can't  get  wrong, 
then.  By  gosh,  Maria !  I'll  have  this  job  done  in  no  time, 
and  no  more  bothering  creases  ! '  " 

 >»♦+  <  

It  did  go  wrong,  however,  with  a  vengeance,  as  the  | 
gentle  reader  will  speedily  find,  but  I  have  no  space  here 
to  quote  further,  because  while  I  have  been  writing  this 
another  member  of  the  "Drag"  family  has  burst  two 
waistcoat  buttons  and  seriously  endangered  his  ribs 
through  cackling  and  spluttering  over  "  Tuttlebury's 
Dog,"  which  he  intists  I  must  drag  into  this  moral  page. 
Well,  I  might  as  well  be  hanged  for  a  dog  as  for  a 
paperhanger,  so  here  goes :  "  Mr.  Tuttlebury  having 
bought  and  brought  home  a  big  mattiff  in  a  hurry  to 
please  a  fancy  of  Mrs.  Tuttlebury's  for  a  dog,  had  had  no 
time  to  provide  suitable  accommodation  for  the  brute,  so 
after  supper  he  dragged  out  into  the  backyard  an  empty 
apple  barrel,  laid  it  on  its  side,  and  put  plenty  of  straw 
into  it,  so  that  the  dog  could  lie  down  in  it  and  be  warm 
and  comfortable.  Then  he  chained  the  dog  to  the  barrel, 
after  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttlebury  went  to  bed  and  the 
dog  didn't.  That  do*  believed  in  the  old  adage,  '  After 
supper  walk  a  mile,'  and  he  walked  it.  He  took  the 
barrel  with  him  for  company  l>ecause  he  was  so  much 
attached  to  it.  The  Tuttlebury  backyard  is  somewhat 
circumscribed,  having  been  planned  en  the  mathematical 
hypothesis  that  nine  square  feet— or  thereabouts — make 
one  backyard,  so  that  the  dog  had  to  go  round  the  course 
a  good  many  times  to  complete  the  mile,  and  Tuttlebury 
lay  on  his  back  in  bed  and  counted  the  laps,  adding  one 
every  time  the  barrel  came  round  and  thumped  the  kitchen 
door.  '  Erasmus,  don't  you  think  he'd  stop  that  awful 
racket  if  you  spoke  to  him  ?  '  expostulated  Mrs.  Tuttle- 
bury, and  Tuttlebury  got  out  of  bed,  threw  up  the  window 
sash,  and  yelled,  '  Hist!  Stop  it,  Ctcsar  !  Don't  you  go 
trailing  that  tub  round  the  yard  that  way  any  more,  you 
old  fool !  '  And  Caesar  didn't,  because  just  as  Tuttlebury 
had  got  snugly  into  bed  again  he  begau  trailing  it  round 
the  other  way,  and  bashing  it  against  the  back  gate  this 
time.  Mrs.  Tuttlebury  groaned  and  endured  it.  atld 
Tuttlebury  cursed  and  endured  it. 

"  By  this  time  there  was  not  much  left  of  the  mile-after- 
supper  Ca'Sar  had  set  himself  to  do.  There  was  not  much 
left  of  the  barrel  either,  and  he  did  the  last  three  or  four 
laps  with  two  staves  and  half  a  hoop  only  at  the  other 
end  of  the  chain.  Then  the  solemn  hush  of  a  deep  peace 
fell  upon  Tuttlebury's  backyard  and  lasted  until,  just  as 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttlebury  were  at  length  dropping  off  to 
sleep,  the  brute,  being  unable  to  think  of  any  other 
innocent  diversion,  began  to  talk  to  Johnson's  dog  over  the 
wall  in  the  next  yard.  Johnson's  dog  being  a  pretty  fair 
conversationalist,  the  tete-d-tcte  grew  quite  animated. 
'  Erasmus,  this  can't  go  on !  '  moaned  Mrs.  Tuttlebury, 
wearily.  '  Can't  it  ?  But  it  is  doing,  anyhow,'  growled 
Tuttlebury,  as  Johnson's  dog  fiuished  telling  Tuttlebury's 
dog  a  good  joke  about  burying  a  bone,  at  which  Tuttle- 
bury's dog  exploded.  '  It's  all  that  measley  whipper- 
snapper  of  Johnson's  that  will  keep  on  irritating  Caesar. 
Drat  the  dog ! '  he  went  on,  as  Johnson's  dog  fairly  howled 
at  the  exciting  account  of  a  cat  hunt  Tuttlebury's  dog  was 
going  through  with  full  choral  service,  and  he  sprang  out 
of  bed,  flung  up  the  window  sash,  and  let  fly  several 
imprecations  and  an  ivory-backed  hair  brush  at  Johnson's 
dog.  He  could  not  see  Johnson's  dog  because  it  was  pitoh 
dark,  but  he  could  hear  him,  and  he  aimed  at  the  noise. 
That  was  how  it  was  the  ivory-backed  hair  brush  hit 
Johnson  on  the  head  as  he  stole  softly  out  of  his  back  door 
to  kick  his  dog. 


"  Tuttlebury  staggered  back  from  the  window  in  a 
cold  sweat.  His  hair  went  up  and  his  jaw  dropped  down. 
His  knees  played  at '  postman's  knock  '  with  one  another. 
'Maria,'  he  gasped,  trembling  with  fright,  'how  many 
glasses  of  claret  had  I  at  dinner  ?  '  '  Only  one.  What 
make3  you  ask  me  ?  '  '  And  what  have  I  had  to  drink 
since?  Quick,  Maria,  or  I'll  go  stark  mad!'  he  jerked 
out.  '  Only  one  glass  of  whisky  before  you  came  to  bed, 
dear.  But  what  makes  you  so  queer  ? '  '  And  I  can't 
possibly  be  drunk  ?  '  '  Drunk  ! — absurd  !  '  '  Then  down 
on  your  knees,  Maria  ! — down  on  your  knees  ! '  he  screamed 
wildly.  '  For  that  brute  in  Johnson's  backyard  is  no  more 
a  dog  than  I  am  !  He's  the  Devil,  Maria !  It's  the  Devil 
himself  disguised  as  an  Irish  terrier  !  Blamed  if  I  didn't 
always  think  there  was  something  uncanny  about  that 
dog  !   I've  just  shied  a  hair  brush  at  him  and  hit  him,  and 

it  made  him  .    There,  he's  at  it  again  !    Great  Soot, 

don't  you  hear  him  ? — swearing  in  English  like  a  drunken 
cabby  on  Bank  Holiday!  Lord  preserve  us!'  And 
Tuttlebury  jumped  into  bed  and  dived  under  the  bed- 
clothes as  far  as  the  bed  foot  would  permit  .  '  Erasmus, 
you're  a  fool !  '  remarked  Mrs-  Tuttlebury,  sitting  up. 
'  That's  Mr.  Johnson's  voice  !  He's  calling  out  to  you  ! ' 
Then  Tuttlebury  slowly  emerged,  and  went  to  the  window. 
Angry  explanations  followed,  anl  eo  the  mistake  was 
smoothed  over,  but  Johnson  felt  rather  hurt  about  it  for 
sometime — where  the  hair  brush  hit  him."  But  there! 
that's  a  fair  sample  of  the  exciting  misadventures  that 
followed  with  that  awful  pup.  Space  is  limited  in  the 
F.  G.,,and  laughter  isn't  in  "  The  Tuttlebury  Tales." 



Overheard  at  Kingston.  "  Why,  Bill,  hero's  some 
redishes."  "  No  they  ain't ;  a  lot  you  know  about 
vagetables — they're  chilis."    [And  they  were  capsicums 

The  bookseller  was  asked  for  "The  Boy  Hero  of 
Walthamstow."  What  he  actually  wanted  was  "  Tho  Boy 
Hero,"  by  Walsham  How,  Dba< IK  I  I . 
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Jiotes  from  tfje  &ort\>. 

ANRLEBS  and  sportsmen  in  the  North  were  particularly 
gratified  that  the  Queen  had  honoured  the  Lord-Lieutenant 
of  Kincardineshire  by  conferring  on  Mr.  Baird,  of  Une, 
a  baronetcy.  Sir  Alexander  is  now  in  Egypt  for  the 
winter.  The  town  and  district  of  Stonehaven  are  par- 
ticularly interested  in  the  event,  where  thj  new  baronet  s 
name  is  a  household  word. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Dickson,  hotel  proprietor,  Torphins, 
will  be  received  by  many  angling  tourists  who  have  bad 
the  pleasure  of  visiting  his  snug  hostelry  by  the  Peine 
Burn,  with  sincere  regret.  The  quiet,  comfortable,  home- 
like quarters,  when  once  discovered,  besame  a  constant 
retreat  ever  afterwards.  ____ 

The  loch  of  Skene,  some  eleven  miles  from  Aberdeen, 
will  soon  be  opened  up  to  the  angling  public.  There  are 
two  competing  schemes  for  running  light  railways  on  the 
tu  pi  a,  and  one  or  other  is  certain  to  be  carried  out  with 
despatch.  The  loch  is  a  veritable  paradise  for  pike,  but 
the  place  is  so  inaccessible  in  the  meantime  that  few  care 
to  spend  the  time  in  reducing  the  distance  between 
Aberdeen  and  it  by  the  rumble  tumble  conveyance  now 
plying  to  the  village  of  Edit— the  nearest  establishment  to 
the  loch.  It  was  rumoured  some  time  ago  that  a  syndicate 
were  to  clear  out  the  pike  and  restcck  with  trout,  d  la 
Loch  Leven. 

Captain  Brown,  of  the  Windward,  in  which  Nansen 
arrived  home  from  Franz  Josef  Land,  arrived  in  Aberdeen 
on  Monday.  Captain  Brown  is  accompanied  by  Captain 
Milne  of  the  Eci  ipse,  and  intends,  after  his  round  of  visits  in 
the  granite  city,  spending  a  few  days  at  Peterhead  among 
his  relatives.  In  a  private  conversation  with  the  Arctic 
captain,  lasting  over  two  hours,  he  gave  some  graphic  de- 
scriptions of  "  sport "  at  the  North  Pole,  or  more  particu- 
larly in  the  Cumberland  Gulf—"  angling  albatross,  bear 
and  seal  hunting,  &c.  But  his  great  point  was  his  praise 
of  the  work  of  Nansen.  There  is  no  man  living  better  fitted, 
physically  and  scientifically,  to  find  the  North  Pole  than 
Nansen,  is  Brown's  opinion. 

The  weather  has  not  proved  so  severe  as  we  could  have 
wished  for  the  sake  of  good  summer  waters.  It  has  been 
all  to  the  holiday  makers,  and  they  have  made  the  most  ot 
it  However,  the  deposit  of  snow  may  be  yet  augmented, 
although  it  never  does  the  same  after  Christmas  as  before. 

The  "reat  cry  among  steam  liners  just  now  is  for  ink 
fish  as  bait.  The  price  reached  £12  10s.  a  few  weeks  back, 
now  it  has  fallen  to  its  normal  rate,  as  the  herring  season 
in  the  west  coast  is  upon  us,  and  herring  can  be  used  as 
freely  as  ink  fish.  There  is  a  fortune  in  the  bait  question, 
but  marine  zoology  has  not  yet  met  the  point  with  satis- 
faction. * 

Aberdeen  as  a  fish  centre  again  shows  a  remarkable 
increase  for  the  past  year  over  all  its  predecessors 
and  during  the  past  ten  years  it  has  increased  at 
a -four-foil  rate.  *The  amount  of  fash  landed  in  18% 
is  just  four  times  that  of  1886  In  figures  the  in- 
crease has  been  from  142,508cwt.  to  592>3cwt.  and 
in  money  from  £10,000  to  £3o,000  annually.  It  is 
evident  that  Aberdeen  is  running  Grimsby  very  hard  as 
the  principal  seat  of  the  fashing  industry  in  the  kngdom. 
So  far  as  1896  is  concerned,  it  is  the  record  year  tor 
Aberdeen.  The  chief  kinds  of  fish  are  the  cod,  ling  tusk 
saithe,  liaddock,  whiting,  turbot,  halibut  soles,  eels,  and 
£10.000  worth  of  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout. 

On  the  coast  of  Fife  ,  the  work  has  been  rather  dull 
especially  during  the  winter  months.  In  Shetland  the 
haddock  yfi8hingghas  latterly  been  pursued  Tthfiaf£* 
success  but  low  prices.  On  the  Moray  Firth  the  fishing 
has  been  moderately  good.  The  Tweed  tahnon  (net) 
season  was  an  exceptionally  good  one. 

A  herring  weighing  about  6oz.  is  Provided  with  about 
30  000  eggs:  A  trout  of  the  same  size  has,  I  think,  .WOO. 
I  forget  exactly.  But  I  know  a  grilse  of  the  same  age,  some 
fifteen  months,  is  credited  by  Francis  with  some  !  000 
eegs  What  beast  or  bird  can  reproduce  anything  ike 
tSfa  i  And  still  trout  cultivation  has  not  yet  made  a  start 
among  the  purely  commercial  classes.    Wb«,  oh  when  . 


provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT- 
A  large  amount  of  talk  has  *»kon  pla«  at  the  clubs, 
and  outside  the  clubs,-  respecting  the  mot,. n  brought 
forward  bv  Mr.  Jenkins,  of  the  Small  Heath  Hicicty, 
which  is  to  the  effect  that  the  members'  subscription  to 
Se  Bi  minghan^  Association  shall  be  increased  twopence 
per  member/ The  angling  writers  to  the  Birmingham 

febe^b^ 
astrfSmffi 

£fto»£i  ^^^^ 

of  an  association  like  Birmingham '  PO*M«£  Some 
of  the  clubs  have  taken  the  matter  up  ao  ordmg  w 
the  purpoit  of  the  motion  as  given,  and  ...  some  m 
stances  the  clubs  have  approved  of  it,  ana  in  otoe 


instances,  where  the  club    takes  no  interest  in  the 
annual  contests,  they  are  opposed  to  the  increase  of  the 
subscription  for  the  purpose  indicated.    With  respect  to 
the  increased  subscription  being  used  for  water  renting,  it 
is  almost  absurd,  as  those  who  know  what  water  renting  is 
know  that  £40  would  not  provide  water  tor  drinking 
purposes  for  our  4000  members,  let  alone  for  fishing  in. 
The  majority  of  our  clubs  rent  water  for  their  members, 
and  they  contend  that  it  would  be  an  injustice  to  them  to 
pay  for  what  they  did  not  want.    The  president  of  the 
Birmingham  and  Provincial  Association,  together  with  the 
secretary  and  others,  tried  some  ten  years  ago  to  get  the 
association  to  take  water,  but  the  clubs  would  not  agree  to 
it     It  is  contended  that  canals  could  b3  rented  at  a  very 
low  rental,  and  that  the  lords  of  the  manors  through 
which  the  canals  run  would  be  pleased  to  let  their  por- 
tions.   This  is  all  well  and  good.    But  there  would  be  one 
certain  restriction  laid  down,  which  would  be—  JSo- 
Sunday   fishing    allowed "  ;    then    what    good  would 
this  be  to  working  men,  who  are  certainly  the  backbone 
of  our  association.     Anyway,  the   14th   nist.  is  not 
far  distant,  when,  independent  of  Mr.  Jenkins  motion, 
the  water  renting  question  will,  no  doubt,  be  introduced. 
Hie  Rose  and  Crown  Society,  which  have  met,  intend 
removing  about  March  next,  with  the  eaactiou  ot  the  corn- 
mitt  ae,  from  their  present  place  of  meeting  the  Hose  and 
crown,  Brearley-street,  to  the  Prince  ot  Wales  Inn,  Great 
Hampton-row.     The  chief  rea:oa  for  the  removal  is  tint 
Mr.  Hodgetts,  the  respected  host,  is  removing  from  one 
house  to  the  other,  and  the  members,  who  number  18/ , 
wish  to  follow  him.    The  Summer  Hill  Club  also  intend 
asking  permission  to  remove  from  the  Hen  and  thickens 
Inn,  Summer  Hill-street,  to  tVe  Shakespere  Inn,  Sand 
Pits-parade.    Two  more  new  clubs  are  being  formed  in 
Birmingham,  and  in  course  of  time  will  apply  to  the  asso- 
ciation for  affiliation  ;  the  one  club  is  being  formed  at  the 
Ship  Inn,  Charles  Henry-street,  and  the  other  at  the 
Black  Eagle,  Factory-road,  Soho.    We  hive  three  other 
clubs  down  to  be  visited.    When  the  whole  of  these  clubs 
are  admitted  the  number  of  clubs  connected  with  U< 
Birmingham  Association  will  be  sixty-seven.  The  Camden 
Society  intend  taking  a  sum  of  money  from  their  funds  tor 
the  purchasing  of  prizes.    "  This  is  a  thing  they  have 
never  done  before."    The  provincial  representative  ot  the 
Crewe  Association  will  be  presented  on  Saturday  evening 
next  with  a  handsome  travelling  bag  as  a  mark  ot  esteem 
and  for  the  great  services  he  has  rendered  this  association 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  association  will  be  held  the  same 
evening.    The  provincial  travelling  cards  are,  or  will  be  by 
Monday  evening  next,  in  the  hands  of  the  club  secretaries 
for  distribution.    All  members  are  requested  to  attend 
their  clubs  for  their  cards,  as  the  railway  companies  will 
not  acknowledge  the  old  cards  after  this  day. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

This  has  been  a  much  better  week  for  angling  than  last. 
The  waters  have  settled  down  nicely  from  the  recent  floods, 
and  sportsmen  have  been  out  in  goodly  »»*«jL™» 
fishing  has  distinctly  improved,  especially  on  the  W.tham 
and  Forty-foot.  On  the  lower  lengths  ot  the  former  aver 
sport  for  some  weeks  had  been  at  a  discount  owing rto  he 
disturbed  condition  of  the  waters,  but  since  Saturday  the 
trolh  ,g  rod  has  accounted  for  several  good  fash  on  the 
wi hi  nt  Lanmick  Dogdyke,  and  Kirkstead.  Satis- 
factory stiha?atote.nghyad'on  the  middle  reaches  of 
the  same  river,  where  most  of  the  north-country  anglers 
have  disported  themselves.  Pike  fishermen  have  obtained 
weighty  bags  on  the  Forty-foot,  both  on  the  reaches  below 
SwincsLad  Station  and  south  of  Domngtoii  Bridge. 
vTs tors  to  the  district  will  undoubtedly  find  the  W.tham, 
WelW  or  Forty-foot  to  yield  as  good  sport  as  any  of  the 
Fen  waters  at  the  present  time. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  holidays  are  over,  and  although^  had  n?t.  much  to 
crumble  about  as  to  the  meteorological  conditions,  jet 
the  waters  were  so  discoloured  at  most  ot  our  angling 
resorts  that  sport  was  not  so  plentiful  as  had  feed 
aXhVea  and  few  takes  of  any  note  worth  recording 
were  made  during  that  time.  The  lower  portion  of  the 
River  Hull  in  the  vicinities  of  Figham,  Wawne  and  C.cey 
provided  fair  sport  among  flounders  and  eels,  but  tew 
scale  fish  were  taken.  A  few  fair  sized  pike  and  roach 
have  teen  secured  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  above 
Sod  House  Lock;  and  pike  have  also  been  taken  by 
snln.i  ng  n  the  lower  portion  of  the  canal.  The  ponds 
Sent  to  the  Humber  and  the  several  havens  have  pro- 
aaja<  eiii  to  I.  lotstom  lishers,  flounders  and 

JS^SStSSf&S.  The  codling ;  anglers  continue 
to  take  a  few  good  fish  at  PanU  and  Kilhngholmo.  At 
heUannuar  Meeting  of  the  Old  Sculcoates  AS  Mr 
Chvrles  Mall  ™»ft&*^^> i K 
WFffim&X  Another  new  angling  "detrhai 
&ome'd1SHuT.t  the  Boldernese  Hotel,  b> bp, 
been  form,  i  >  „        Hoi,.,.r  n,.8B  Thursday  A  A. 

Mr"  °t  Thompson  'has  been  elected  secretary.  I  he 
V    \ria]  A  A  partook  of  a  most  excellent  repast,  pro- 

^E^C  Itb  Zoological  Hotel  BeverW 

r«ul  Hull  The  president  occupied  the  chair  I  ho 
road,  mai.  ajnrigbfof  society  w. II  ho  hold  on 

tT  lV  "  n  Mond  y  evening  next  the'Waltonian  AS. 
will  hold  their  annuafgencral  meeting  for  the  pur,**  of 
electing  the  officers,  Ac. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Nothing  but  •-•"tations  are  in  evidence  of  the  results 

contracted  severe  colds,  and  a  few  _a  go  *i 


to   contain    any    amount    of   good    fish  repeatedly 
fails  to  afford  good  sport,  it  is  no  wonder  that  our 
men    seek    clubhouse   comforts.       The    members  of 
the  County  Palatine  Angliug  Association  are  keeping 
very    quiet ;    but   it  must  not  be  supposed  for  one 
minute  that  they  are  asleep,  far  from  it,  they  are  wide 
awake;  but  where  are  the  travelling  cards?    We  are 
getting  anxious.    The  Bolton  Association  report  seems  to 
afford  subject  matter  for  a  lot  of  copy,  but  oue  item  u 
neglected,  and  that  is  the  prizes  awarded  for  fish  taken  m 
local  waters.    No  less  than  six  prizes  are  awarded  for  fish 
taken  from  the  Worsley  Canal,  a  water  yearly  incrett- 
ing   in  popularity  and  favour   amongst  Lancastrians. 
In  the  coming  year  we  are  promised  any  amount  of 
interesting  events  on  this  water.    The  annual  champion- 
ship will  attract  a  big  entry.    The  Oldham  anglers  are 
bent  upon  having  a  good  time  in  the  coming  season,  and  it 
cn°rgv  and  enterprise  count  for  anything,  tin  same  may  be 
said  'of  Wigan  and   Stalybridge.    There   are  several 
districts  past  praying  for,  but  towns  likely  to  be  stirring  in 
1897  are  Rochdale,  Radcliffe,  Bury,  and  Kurnley._  Reports 
from  spawning  centres  and  the  prospects  for  189/  are  very 
good,  and  point  favourably  to  successful  results. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
The  new  year  has  been  ushered  in  by  very  cold  but 
bright  and  fine  weather,  and  anglers,  in  common  with  the 
rest  of  sportsmen  in  this  county,  have  snue  reason  to 
congratulate  themselves  upon  the  openness  of  the  season. 
The  waters  near  the  town,  and  upwards  of  Aylestone  to 
the  higher  reaches  of  the  river  Soar,  are  still  in  anything 
but  good  order,  but  this  has  not  prevented  anglers  from 
turning  out  in  fair  numbers  to  try  what  prospect  there  was 
of  Kettinn-  something  above  the  average  to  weigh-m  at  the 
clubs.    Although  the  takes  of  fish  in  the  aggregate  have 
not  been  large,  some  of   the    specimens    have  been 
excellent    fish.     In   a   basket   taken   by  Mr.  Noith, 
which  totalled  71b.  of  roach,  was  a  brace  weighing 
21b  llioz.,  and  the  best  of  the  pair  scaled  lib.  7JOS.— 
a  really  fine  brace  of  fish.    Amongst  others  who  have 
met  with  success  at  the  Leicester  Angling  Society  s  waters 
mention  may  bo  made  of  Mr.  Hobbs,  Mb.  of  roach  ; 
Messrs.  Hunt  and  Eld,  with  baskets  ot  Sib.  cash  -  and 
Messrs  Wain  and  Cave  also  secured  a  good  show  ot  these 
coarse  fish,    in  the  basket  of  the  former  was  one  weighing 
lib  •  whilst  Mr.  Cave  was  fottunate  in  tikmg  one  ot  the 
best 'dace  showed  up  to  the  present  time  this  season,  which 
weighed  exactly  12oz.    A  number  of  the  subscribers  have 
been  trying  for  pike,  but,  with  the  exception  ot  a  nice 
brace  by  Mr.  Burton,  this  class  of  sport  has  been  quiet, 
but  as  a  great  number  of  large  fish  of  this  species  have 
been  lately  seen  in  the  Leicester  waters  anglers  will,  .  .. 
doubt,  get  good  rewards  for  their  efforts  before  the 
month  is  out.  MANCHESTER. 

Of  course  w  e  are  naturally  very  quiet  in  angling  matt  ers 
generally,  the  holidays  tending  to  have  taken  somewhat 
out  of  us  in  the  matter  of  go  or  enthusiasm.  Nevertheless, 
several  parties  have  been  out  after  the  voracious  pike,  but 
sad  to  relate,  their  efforts  havo  resulted  in  poor  sport. 
One  party  has  had  three  successive  blanks,  m  a  water 
reputed  to  contain  any  amount  of  pike,  and  good  ones,  too. 
TKnual  meeting  of  the  Kingfishers  was  held  on  the 
5th  hast,,  and  was,  as  usual,  very  enjoyable.  Alter  the 
cloth  was  removed  the  business  par.  ot  ^.P™*«"P 
was  dealt  with,  the  balance-sheet  and  report  1  e.ng  of  t  e 
usual  satisfactory  character  one  ..em  ot  . he  latter- the 
number  of  fish  turned  into  their  private  waters-* «>  V.  WJ 
phasing,  and  testifies  to  the  ideas  tins  soowty  entertains 
f,  Son  to  our  sport.  The  following 
^  «he  COpuiigyear:  Presiden  ,  U  .  ^7^! 


Ss^£TS«»  ;=ror.  .1.  J.  Pickering  ;  secre- 
Fary  D  Houston  ;  librarian,  W.  l'rcseott,  jun.  ;  auditor, 
W  Hodgkinson;  consultative  committee,  W.  Prescott, 
son  \V  Yickers  and  the  president  and  vieo-prosidont. 
Tnete  appcarsa  lingering desir.  amongst  our  c.t.zen  ..nghys 
,o  have  another  attempt  at  promoting  ■  ■. ■  „■  am  t 
this  end  a  well-known  angler,  Nun  OK  no, 
^roachea  with  a  view  to  favouring  us  with  a  p.sca  on  I 
Le.  1,8  hope  the  end  will  be  IMOeSsfol  U 
is  a    n  M  Tof  regret  that  W.  l'res,  „t.  ,  jnn.,  has  retired 

U  S*  -Aon.  see.  ^.^^tenUcX 
JgZt  si.onlJ,  b'  made  GO  retain  old  and  Wtea  execuuv. 
oil,'  ills.  We  are  promised  a  little  legitimate  vnalry  ... 
local  associations  in  the  oonung  season. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Holh  the  private  broads  and  UlB  open  r.v.  r.  hafe 
benefltod  to  the  improvement  in  the  weather,  and  .n 

M..mo  Kood  fish  ni:iy  «<">» 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

'"  >>'■',,""  ,  '  ,    ■      ,■  |,      II,.,,.,  however,  M'OI-.  ha» 
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apnrdi  of   401b.    Mdttf  of   Uw   fl»h   torn  "x 

oouYrl  8o».  each,  wlnlaf  one  turned  the  brum  lit 
111..  8k)l.  On  the  hiiiiio  day.  ut  \Venton,  raeWCOTi  l"° 
professional,  out  with  Mr.  P.  r7dm»,  bagged  flOlb.  flf 
marl,  and  brou...  Thu  l>n>am-und  there  were  tm-l.i 
nunarkably  well.  <»»  Taesdw  Theukor  paid  a  socona 
viHil  t„  tl„.  name  Hwim,  and  killed   thirty-throe  roach, 

woiKl,i„K  afraoUt  tv  801b.   I  too*  a  Jew  roach  an, 

one  bream  on  tin.  Bame  day,  and  roach  were  creeled 
by  Mr  K.  Peal  and  Mr.  1).  B.  Garner.  My 
bftt  roach  weighed  lib.  9os.  Roach  are  now  In 
Bi.lendid  condition,  and  there  is  DO  mistaking  their 
tiirlit  ins  powers  wlion  hooked.  The  Hubirribers  at  WilforU 
and  Clifton  have  almost  daily  been  getting  BOjne  good 
m/.od  roach,  and  lower  down  stream  a  porch  ot  UD.708. 
wua  leoarad  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lob  worm,  fiko 
anglers  have  vidted  the  llolnio  waters,  but  have  not 
en]  >yed  much  sport.  The  Ssh  could  OO  with  a  long  rest. 
FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  w.a'hor  during  the  past  few  days  has  been  a  little 
more  favourable  for  angling  th  m  it  has  boon  for  somo  time 
past  and  those  who  have  had  holiday  have  boon  able  to 
get  away  from  the  cut  ery  eapit  il  and  follow  their  p°aceiul 
■port  in  something  like  comfort.  Sport  has  also  been 
distinctly  better  than  of  late,  and  in  somo  of  the  waters  good 

takes  have  I  d  nnido.    In  the  waters  near  Lincoln  some 

satisfactory  tishing  has  boon  obtained,  and  now  that  the 
volume  of  water  in  the  Sincil  Dyke  has  decreased 
sevoral  good  catches  of  roich  have  been  made.  With 
worms  some   very    nice  fish   havo  been  caught,  and 


sevoral  heavy  bream  have  a'.so 


boon  taken  from  the 


same  water.'  In  the  liardney  stretch  of  the  Witham 
anglers  have  fared  moderately  well,  but  bettor  sport  has 
boon  obtained  ii  the  waters  at  Kirkstead,  where  some 
very  nice  roach  have  been  caurht  by  Shethelders.  A  few 
days  ;,go  Mr.  Ilarrop,  and  sevoral  other  Shenielders,  had 
BOine  satisfactory  fishing  near  Coningsby,  roach  forming 
the  larger  proportion  of  the  catch.  The  deadliest  bait 
being  worms  and  maggot3.  The  best  water  for  fishing 
during  the  past  week  has  probably  been  the  Horncastle 
Canal  now  that  tho  height  of  the  water  has  lowered. 
Hero  several  Shethelders  have  done  remarkably  well 
amongst  the  roach,  and,  speaking  generally,  fishing  has 
been  of  a  most  gratifying  chiracter.  Pike  tishing  in  the 
Witham  has  been  of  a  higher  grade  than  of  late,  and 
although  the  Lincoln  anglers  seam  to  have  secured  the 
heaviest  fish,  some  decent  sized  specimens  have  fallen 
victims  to  the  skill  of  Shetiieldjrs.  The  Trent  has  been 
well  looked  after  by  local  anglers,  and  Mr.  W.  Arnold,  of 
Sheffield,  who  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  most  frequent 
visitors  to  Durham  and  Hampton,  had  a  very  nice  catch  of 
bream.  The  Idle  has  furnished  a  large  amount  of  good 
tishing,  dace,  roach,  and  grayling  having  provided  plenty 
of  sport.  In  the  uppsr  reaches  of  the  Idle  some  very  nice 
grayling  have  been  rising,  and  in  the  lower  reiches  beyond 
lletforil  pike  fishers  have  secured  fish  averaging  in  we'ght 
from  51b.  to  Gib. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  Severn  Conssrvancy  Board  has  this  week  caused  to 
be  despatche  1  to  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Associa- 
tion a  c^nti?nment  from  the  Sol  way  fisheries  (J.  J. 
Armistead'8)  of  30,000  healthy  trout  ova.  Mr.  J.  Williams 
superintended  the  operations.  Pi  <cicultural  operations 
have  been  successfully  carried  on  by  the  association  for 
alKiut  ten  years,  and  their  labours  have  been  in  a  large 
measure  successful — notwithstanding  the  depredations  of 
pike,  and  the  incr.ase  in  the  number  of  Severn  anglers  of 
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ate  years.  So  far  as  the  hatching  and  rearing  of  the  trout 
has  been  concerned,  the  association's  work  has  bee n  very 
Kuccr ssful  It  is  hoped  that  this  year  some  suitable  small 
stream  will  bo  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  association 
wherein  to  rear  tho  trout  until  they  are  large  enough  to 
better  escape  the  rapacious  pike  and  chub  which  every- 

u  here  abound. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Tho  rainfall  during  the  week  has  not  been  very  great, 
and  tho  rivers  are  running  down  nicely.  Severn,  though 
high  is  in  fair  order  for  fishing,  and  during  the  last  tew 
days  some  very  fina  roxch  have  been  caught.  One  angler 
Mr  Lewis,  among  othois,  had  one  specimen  which  weighed 
over  1Mb.  Tho  Temo  is  still  high,  and  fining  down  nicely, 
and  in  a  few  days  will  be  fit  for  grayling  fishing.  Jhea 
Avon  is  well  within  its  banks,  but  still  too  high  and  turbid 
for  successful  angling.  Tho  weat  her  is  very  mild  indeed 
for  the  time  of  year,  as  a  proof  of  which,  in  the  bait  breed- 
in?  shed  of  Mr.  Martin  Perks,  of  this  city,  may  be  seen  a 
large  liver  alivo  with  maggots,  a  very  fine  lot  of  which 
have  dropped  into  the  pan  below,  and  are  as  lively  as 
if  it  was  summer.  It  is  said  the  appeal  cass  by  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board  against  the  decision  of  the  magistrates 
of  Up:,on-on-Severn,  who  refasrd  to  convict  anglers  for 
fis'iing  for  coarse  fish  without  a  licence,  has  fallen  through, 
the  case  not  having  been  propsrly  presented.  ■  This  is 
much  to  be  regretted,  as  nearly  every  club  in  this  district 
ler'use  to  take  out  licences  until  their  liibihty  is  esta- 
blished. The  Severn  Fishery  Board  will  no  doubt  take 
prosoedings  against  others  found  fishing  without  a  licence, 
and  they  will  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  a  case,  and  then 
the  matter  will  be  fought  out.  The  annual  meeting  of 
the  delegates  from  each  club  in  the  district  will  be  held 
next  Wednesday  evening,  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn,  when 
the  matter  will  be  discussed,  and  probably  a  mass  meefng 
of  the  anglers  will  follow. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  only  anglers  who  ha  ve  done  at  all  well  of  late  on  the 
Yorkshire  rivers  are  bottom  fishers,  for,  on  account  of  the 
heavy  rains  in  pirts,  fly  fishing  has  been  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. On  the  whole,  therefore,  holiday  folk  who  sought 
pleasure  with  rod  and  line  experienced  a  very  quiet  time. 
The  Swale,  the  Wharf e,  and  the  Yore  haie  been  running 
very  high,  and  casting  was  a  forlorn  hope.  The  close  time 
for  grayling  has  already  commenced  on  some  rivers,  and 
attention  will  be  turned  to  the  prospects  of  trout  fishing, 
in  connection  with  which  the  absence  of  serious  floods, 
the  purity  of  the  water,  and  close  watching  in  regard  to 
stocking  are  matters  of  importance.  The  trout  season 
opsns  about  two  months  henc3,  and,  in  the  meantime, 
coarse  fishers  will  try  their  hands  with  roach,  dace,  chub, 
and  pike,  which  are  generally  plentiful.  On  such  rivers  as 
are  still  open  for  fly  fishing,  effective  casts  will  le  f  jund  in 
the  following:  Dark  Waterhen  Bloa.  Red  Tag,  Green 
Insect,  Honey  Dun  Bumble,  Apple  Green  Dun,  Smoke 
Fly,  and  Willow  Fly. 

The  Message  of  Peace  is  always  appreciated  and  respected 
by  all  true  men,  for  maDy  of  us  hope  the  time  is  cot  far  distant 
when  it  may  be  universally  adopted  by  all  nations  When  this 
comes  to  pass,  happiness  and  prosperity  will  be  the  rule  and  not 
the  exception.  In  the  meantime,  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment 
have  largely  helped  to  make  foreign  nations  understand  that 
Englishmen  delight  in  alleviating  pain  and  suffeiiug.  These 
wonderful  remedies  have  b?en  blessed  in  many  lands  for  the  relief 
they  have  afforded  and  the  cures  effected.  They  are  specially 
adapted  for  all  complaints  affectiog  the  liver,  stomach  and 
kidneys,  and  at  this  season  no  family  should  be  without  a  supply. 
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PRESENTATION  TO  MRS.  WHEELDON. 

A  party  of  friends— about  thirty-five  in  number— dined 
together  at  the  Castle  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
occasion  being  a  leave-taking  of  the  proprietress,  Mrs. 
Wheeldon,  who  has  disposed  of  the  hotel,  and  is  about 
to  leave  Windsor.  The  gathering  was  also  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  her  with  a  lady's  gold  watch  as  a 
souvenir  of  their  esteem.  Mr.  H.  Webber  presided,  and 
after  the  toast  of  "  The  Queen  "  had  been  drunk,  made 
the  presentation  to  Mrs.  Wheeldon,  and  in  doing  so,  he 
said  they  could  not  pass  over  the  revered  memory  of  her 
departed  husband,  with  whom  he  himself  had  spent  many 
a  happy  day.  He  was  expressing  the  sentiments  of  all 
present  when  he  said  they  trusted  that  whatever  sphere  of 

ction  she  embarked  in,  she  would  be  blessed  with  health, 
happiness,  and  success  (applause).  It  gave  him  pleasure 
to  hand  her  a  souvenir  of  the  esteem  of  all  present 
towards  her. 

Mr.  Webber  then  handed  a  gold  watch  in  case  to  Mrs. 
Wheeldon,  who  in  returning  thanks  said  it  was  a  gratifica- 
tion to  her  to  receive  such  a  token.  It  was  the  second 
time  in  her  life  that  she  had  been  made  the  subject  of  a 
presentation,  the  first— miny  years  ago — being  from  the 
King  of  Italy,  who  presented  her  with  a  Cross  of  Honour. 
As  for  the  present  occasion,  she  was  very  much  gratified 
to  find  herself  so  much  respected  (applaus  >).  She  very 
much  regretted  leaving  Windsor,  where  she  had  received  so 
much  kindness,  especially  in  her  sorrows,  and,  therefore, 
she  would  not  forget  their  present,  for  which  she  thanked 
them.  The  chairman  informed  Mrs.  Wheeldon  thatthtre 
were  upwards  of  eighty  subscribers  to  the  presentation. 

The  watch,  which  was  supplied  by  Mr.  H.  Vickery, 
Peascod-street,  bears  the  insciiption  :  "  Presented  to  Mrs. 
C.  Wlieeldon,  by  a  few  of  her  many  friends,  as  a  mark  of 
esteem  and  regret  on  her  leaving  Windsor,  December, 
1896." 

Other  toasts  followed,  the  health  of  the  chairman  being 
proposed  by  Mr.  Muddiman  ;  and  of  the  stewards,  Messrs. 
W.  Clarke  and  A.  Roberts,  by  Mr.  L.  Collmann ;  and  the 
remainder  of  the  evening  was  devoted  to  music. — Windsor 

and  Eton  Express. 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 
The  fifth  Annual  Great  Yachting  Exhibition  will  op^n 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on  the  2nd  prox.  It  will  be  the 
most  attractive  exhibition  yet  held.  The  largest  and  best 
known  manufacturers  are  exhibiting,  including  i  Messrs. 
E.  Messum  and  Son,  of  Richmond ;  Messrs.  Hamerton  and 
Sons,  Thames  Ditton  ;  Messrs.  E.  And  ews  and  Son, 
Maidenhead  ;  Mr.  R.  J.  Turk,  of  Kingston-on-Thames ; 
Mr.  Tom  Martin,  of  Chiswick  ;  Messrs.  King  and  Co.,  of 
Limehouse  ;  Messrs.  Watkins  and  Co. ,  of  Blackwall ; 
The  Shell-bend  Folding  Boat  Company,  Liverpool ; 
Messrs.  Simpson,  Strickland  and  Co.,  of  Dartmouth; 
Messrs.  Kerbey  Bowen,  Ltd.,  London  W. ;  Messrs. 
Alexander  and  Co.,  of  Glasgow  ;  Messrs.  Brownes'  Patent 
Rope  Works,  Ltd  ,  of  Wivenhoe,  Essex  ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Lacey, 
of  Earlsfield ;  Messis  T.  Noikes  and  Son,  London;  Mr. 
G.  H.  T.  Beamich  A.M.I.C.E.,  of  Queenstown  ;  Messiv. 
King,  Malcom,  and  Co.,  Loud  in  W.C.  ;  Messrs.  Darby  and 
Long,  London,  N.  ;  Messrs.  Ingle  and  Co.,  Lonc'o'.E.C.  ; 
and  Mr.  H.  W,  Ley,  of  Locd^n,  S.W. 

The  sixth  An  mal  Great  Fiiher'ei  Exhibition  will  be 
held  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  March  9th  to  April  13th. 
Toe  leading  manufacturers  represented  include  :  Messis. 


ROYAL     AQUARIUM,  WESTMINSTER. 


Will  OPEN  on  Monday,  February  2,  and  will  be  the  most  attractive  ever  yet  held. 

THE    FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 

Will  OPEN  on  March  9,  and  CLOSE  on  April  13. 

The  Largest  and  Best-known  Manufacturers  are  Exhibiting.    Immediate  application  for  space  should  be  made  either  to  Mr.  Ritchie 

(Managing  Director),  or  Mr.  Wilkinson,  Secretary. 


Vinolia 

SOAP  (for  Sensitive  Skins),  Premier  Yinolia  Soap,  4d.  per  Tablet. 

CREAM  (for  Itching,  Eczema,  Face  Spots),  1/1$,  1/9. 
POWDER  (for  Nursery,  Redness,  Roughness,  etc.),  1/-,  1  9. 


DOES  NOT 
COKRODE  THE 

SKIN;  KEEPS 

IT  SMOOTH 
and  YELYETY. 


WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

THE  ANGLER'S  DIAKY  for  1897 

(Ready  about  April  1st) 

Will  contain  information  on  the  following  snbjeots 
—Names,  and  particulars  of  Fishing  Stations  in  tho 
United  Kingdom,  Africa,  America,  Asia,  Europe, 
Australasia,  &c. ;  the  Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Bod 
Licenses  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  Pages  in  Diary 
form,  for  entering  takes  of  fish,  &o.,  &o. 

PRICE  Is.  6d. 


Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Company,  Limitrd, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fettor  Lane,  B.C. 


January  9,  1897] 
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Hardy  Bros.,  of  Alnwick  ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Murfcon,  of  New- 
castle-on-Tyne ;  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith,  of  London;  Messrs. 
Carter  and  Co.,  of  London  ;  Mr.  David  Slater,  of  London  ; 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  of  Kingston-or.-Tharaes ;  Mr.  J. 
Gillett,  of  London  ;  Messrs.  Bell  and  Prichard  ;  Mr.  R. 
J.  Turk  ;  Messrs.  King,  Malcom,  and  Co.  ;  Messrs.  Ingle 
and  Co.  ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Lacey  ;  Mr.  G.  H.  T.  Beamish ; 
A.M.I.C.E. ;  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Ley. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

RAINBOW  AND  BROWN  TROUT,  AND 
FONTINALIS. 
Dear  Sir— In  your  issue  of  Dec.  19  Mr.  T.  Pendngh 
asks  for  a  definition  of  the  distinction  between  the  rainbow 
and  the  American  fontinalis.  Having  bred  and  reared 
both  for  many  years  in  America,  permit  me  to  say  that 
the  rainbow  trout  is  not  a  char  like  the  fontinalis,  but  is  a 
true  Salmo  like  the  fario,  with  scales  but  slightly  smaller. 
The  latter  has  about  120  scales  in  the  lateral  line,  while 
the  rainbow  has  about  ten  more,  against  some  230  in 
fontinalis.  American  ichthyologists  place  the  black 
spotted  trouts  of  the  Pacific  coast  in  the  genus  Salmo, 
while  the  so-caUed  trouts  of  the  Atlantic  slope  are  in  the 
genus  Salvelinus.  Thus,  they  write  Salmo  fario,  S. 
irideus,  or  gairdneri,  for  the  brown  and  rainbow  trouts  ; 
and  Salvelinus  font inalis,  S.  oquassa,  &c,  for  the  chars. 
The  rainbow  is  a  black  spotted  trout,  which  has  a  bright 
crimson  band  running  the  whole  length  of  each  side,  the 
band  varying  in  width  up  to  lin.  in  large  specimens. 

While  I  have  my  opinion  of  the  fishes  named,  that 
opinion  is  only  calculated  for  the  longitude  of  Washington, 
and  is  of  no  possibb  value  for  that  of  Greenwich,  since 
we  know  that  our  darling  fontinalis  meets  with  no  favour 
on  the  other  side  of  the  puddle.  With  na  the  rainbow 
grows  fast  and  to  a  large  size,  much  the  same  as  the  brown 
trout  does,  but  its  value  for  English  waters  can  only  be 
told  by  actual  trial  in  several  streams.  In  American 
waters  I  much  prefer  the  brown  trout  to  the  rainbow,  and 
the  fontinalis  to  either,  in  cold  streams.  This,  however, 
is  only  a  Yankee  notion,  as  I  have  said,  and  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  distinction  of  species  which  was  written  for 
Mr  Pendrigh,  and  whom  it  may  concern.— Yours  truly, 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Fred  Mather. 

[We  are  very  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  one  ot 
the  most  experienced  practical  fish  culturists  of  America, 
for  his  letter.  We  think  it  fully  justifies  us  in  having 
warned  our  readers  to  be  careful  as  to  introducing  the 
rainbow  trout  into  our  waters.  It  will  be  seen  tlat  even 
in  America,  its  own  country,  an  American  authority  con- 
siders it  inferior  to  the  European  brown  trout  (S.  fario), 
which  has  been  introduced  into  some  American  waters. 
There  is  no  better  or  cheaper  trout  for  our  waters  than 
oar  native  brown  trout. — Ed.1 

"THE  LOGGIE,"  "LIZZIE,"  AND  "  MRS. 
BROOKS." 

Dear  Sir,— In  Fishing  Gazette  of  Dec.  26,  under  heading 
"  Notes  from  the  North,"  your  correspondent,  "  Special 
Scotch,"  gives  the  history  of  the  above  salmon  flies.  I 
should  like  him  to  explain  how  "  The  Lizzie  "  can  be  '  The 
Loggie  "  and  ths  "Mrs.  Brooks"  all  in  one,  seeing  that 
they  are  three  distinct  flies.    Their  dressings  are  as 

follows :  ■  _  ,     ,       , . 

"  Lizzie    (From  Mr.  Kelson  s  book). 

Tag. — Silver  twist. 

Tail.— A  topping.  . 

Bo,>;/.— Green,  yellow,  and  crimson  seal?. 

Fur. — Equally  divided. 

Ribs.— Silver  tinsel  (oval). 

Hackle—  Blue  hackle  from  the  yellow  fur. 

Wings.— Tippet  (strands),  gallina,  swan,  dyed  light  b.ue, 
yellow,  and  crimson,  mallard,  and  a  topping. 

Horns.— Blue  macaw. 

This  fly  I  believe,  is  the  invention  of  M.  W.  Garden, 
anl  the  Loggie  ij  given  as  Mr.  W.  Brown's,  of  Aberdeen, 
dressed  as  following : 

"  Loggie  "  (From  Mr.  Kelson  s  book). 
.    Tag.— Silver  twist. 

Tail.— A  topping. 

Body.— Dark  claret  silk. 

Bibs.— Silver  tiosel  (oval). 

Throat.— Light  blue  hackle. 

Wings. — Two  strips  of  swan,  dyed  yellow,  veiled  witn. 
broad  strips  of  mallard. 

Sides.— Jungle.  . 

This,  no  doubt,  is  one  of  the  best  summer  patterns  tor 
dull  weather  that  can  be  used  on  the  Dec. 

The  "  Mrs.  Brooks,"  I  can  assure  "  Special  Scotch,  has 
no  more  to  do  with  Sir  William  Brook's  good  lady  than 
has  his  nom  de  plume. 

The  "  Mrs.  Brooks  "  is  an  old  Irish  pattern,  and  used  to 
be  dressed  with  a  mixed  wing,  with  a  body  much  like  an 
"  Ackroyd,"  but  now  dressed  as  follows,  and  has  proved  a 
good  spring  fly  on  several  northern  river*. 

"  Mrs.  Brooks  "  (Private  dressing). 

Tag.— Silver  twist  and"  yellow  silk. 

Tail— Grey  mallard,  dyed  yellow,  two  slips. 

Body,— Three  turns  of  light  orange  silk,  tour  ot  dirty 
orange  seal's  fur,  five  of  dark  claret,  remainder  a  mixture 
of  black  and  purple  seal's  fur  (two-tlurda  ot  black  to  one 
of  purple). 

Ribs.— Silver  tinsel  and  gold  twist. 

Hackle—  Black  from  the  orange  fur. 

Thtaat.— Long  black  heron. 

Wings.  —  Two.  slips  of  turkey  (brown),  mottled,  with 
black  bar  and  light  tip.  .  ,  ,  '  , 

There  is  also  another  fly  of  the  eame  gentleman  • 


invention  called  the  "  Dr.  Brook."  I  will  not  trouble 
"  Special  Scotch  "  with  that,  but  can  only  say  that  if  he 
would  care  to  give  them  a  trial,  I  will  send  him  examples 
on  receipt  of  his  address. — Yours  truly,         G.  Hoyle, 

41,  Liberia-road,  Highbury,  London,  N. 

[Mr.  Hojle  has  sent  us  specimens  of  his  dressings  of  the 
flies  named  ;  they  do  him  much  credit. — B  l 1 . 

BARBEL  IN  WINTER. 
Dear  Sir,— The  capture  of  the  brace  of  barbel  by  Mr. 
S.  Mackenzie  whilst  spinning  for  pike  in  the  Muskham 
Fishery,  on  the  24th  alt.,  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of 
ascertaining  the  condition  of  a  variety  of  our  coarse  fishes 
of  which  we  know  so  little  during  the  winter  period.  For 
the  information  of  those  who  may  not  have  read  my  short 
notice  in  the  river  report,  I  may  say  that  the  fish  mentioned 
were  both  foul  hooked  in  the  dorsal  fin,  Mr.  Mackenzie, 
in  addition,  hooking  and  los  ing  two  others.    The  fish  were 
brought  to  the  Newark  Piscatorial  Club-room,  and  were 
seen  by  a  numerous  body  of  anglers.    Fortunately  for  my 
observation,  the  pair  were  male  and  female,  the  former 
the  smaller  fish,  and  far  plumper  and  in  better  condition  ; 
the  lat'er  a  long,  lanky  specimen,  presenting  an  attenuated 
form  24in.  in  length,  and  weighing  only  21b.  14Joz.  A 
fish  of  this  length,  in  good  condition,  should  weigh  at 
least  4flb.    The  markings  of  both  fish  were  well  defined, 
and  the  exter'.or  colouring  good  in  all  its  shades,  but 
devoid  of  the  bloom  of  an  August  or  September  barbel. 
The  gills  presented  a  dark  red  appearance,  fringed  at  the 
edges  with  a  deep  purple  tinge,  bordering  towards  a 
blackish  shade,  possibly  affected  by  the  muddy  nature  of 
the  water  which  must  have  pissed  through  them.  The 
flesh  was  hard  and  firm,  so  hard,  in  fact,  that  an  impression 
could  scarcely  be  effected  by  pressure  from  the  thumb. 
The  skin  was  exceedingly  tough,  and  with  difficulty  could 
I  cut  open  with  a  sbarp-pointed  knife  from  the  vent 
upwards  for  interior  inspection,  the   jointure    of  the 
ventral   fin  defying  my  efforts.     The  flesh  was  of  a 
pale  dirty  colour,  and  the  milt  of  the  male  and  the 
ova  of  the  female  but  slightly  advanced,  the  eggs  of 
the  latter  being  very  minute.    The  liver  was  abnormally 
large,    and   the    air    bladders   depressed,    as  though 
seldom  brought  into  requisition.    The  intestinal  canals 
contained  not  the  slightest  particle  of  fresh  food— nothing 
but  a  slight  slimy  substarca  of  a  pale  yellowish  colour 
exuding  from  them  when  drawn  through  the  fingers  ; 
and  this  fact    is  most  important  in  endeavouring  to 
solve  the  vexed  question  whether  barbel  feed  or  not_  in 
winter— a  question  which  has  been  a  bone  of  con'  ention 
amongst  anglers  for  all  time3.    My  opinion  has  previously 
been  expressed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  they  seldom, 
if  ever  feed  during  severe  weather ;  for  assuredly  it  they 
did  some  would  be  taken  by  Trent  anglers  whilst  either 
fishing  with  worms  or  gentles,  for  all  sorts  of  situations 
and  every  condition  of  water  is  angled,  but  seldom  a 
barbel  caught— Yours  faithfully,  Trentsidbr, 
Newark.   

FISHING  AT  BEDFORD. 
Sir,— Will  anv  reader  of  the  F.  G.  kindly  give  informa- 
tion if  good  coarse  fishing  is  obtainable  at  Bedford  or  in 
the  neighbourhood  ?  Also  distance  by  rail  to  good  fishing 

stations.— Yours,  &c,    Senex. 

London,  W.  ■  " 


FAIRY  RINGS. 
Sir  —I  presume  the  toad  to  which  W.  Fry  refers  is  the 
natterjack,  or  ground  toad,  and  not  the  common  toad 
On  several  occasions  I  have  dug  them  up  in  my  garden 
He  fays  •  "  Are  toadstools  proper  ever  seen  in  the  absence 
of  toads  being  close  by?"  Millions  of  toadstools, 
certainly  ;  but  whether  they  are  toadstools  proper  I  leave 
others  to  settle— Yours,  &c,  Mark 


HYBRID  ROACH  AT  THING. 
gIR  _"  Senex  "  asks  a  question  in  last  Saturday  B 
Fishing  Gazette  "  Jottings,"  and  leads  jour  readers  to 
believe  that  there  are  no  bream  in  the  Tnng  reservoirs  ; 
but  I  have  sjen  specimens  which  have  been  caught  there 
and  hybrid  reach  also  of  large  size.  The  late  Mr.  J.  P 
Wheeldon's  specimen  was  not  a  hybrid,  but  a  true  roach 
of  21b  12oz.,  and  was  caught  where  the  Allen  streani  runs 
into  the  river  Stour  at  Wimborno,  Dorsetshire.— Yoars 
tl.ulyi    Alfred  Jardine 

DEVON  MINNOWS. 
Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  letters  from  "  J\R.  B.  and 
J  R  Barns  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  2nd  inst.,  re  Devon 
minnows  lf'nin.  to  ljin.  long,  and  weighing  odrs.,  I  beg  to 
inform  these  gentlemen  that  Mr.  .1  Rowe,  fishing  tackle 
maker,  Barnstaple,  supplied  me  with  an  excellent  1  Jin. 
Devon  of  this  weight.  One  of  1  Arin.  and  weighing  Mm.  I 
had  made  by  a  silversmi  h,  but  Mr.  Rowe  wrote  me  that 
he  could  make  them  of  any  length  and  weight  to  order.  X 
cannot  find  my  description  of  "  Oct  5,"  as  there  was  no 
issue  of  the  Gazette  on  that  date.-1*  ours  ™£h^[*  t> 

HULL  TROUT. 
th-'ar  Sir  —  In  Mr.  Patterson's  Pec.  20  letter  ne 
asserts  (see  his  last  paragraph,  that  the  hull  front ,«  a 
"Fish  which  tikes  a  bait,  as  far  as  is  known  only  in  the 
kelt  stage."  To  this  I  beg  to  differ,  though  only  an  angler. 
TAmoXtthe  authorities  ho  refers  to  u  Se-lcy  I  I; . wfa 
Water  Fabee  of  Europe,*-' and  on  the  very  page  PU)M 

quotes  from,  the  last  paragraph  reads  U  foUow«, ,    -  - 

Lord  Home:  "  He  mentions  that  they  do  pot 
river  till  the  salmon  have  commenced  spiwm.ig,  .  ml  t  ..,t 
[hough  he  has  killed  more  salmon  with  the  rot  ban  any 
other  man  yet  ho  (Lord  Home)  had  not  killed  twenty 
clean  bull  trout,  though  bull  ESS  n»y  be  killed  in 
thousands . "  , 


Day,  vol.  2,  p.  90,  of  "  British  Fishes,"  under  the 
heading  "  Salmo  cambricus,"  where  the  bull  trout  is 
described,  writes  under  a  paragraph  entitled  "  Means  of 
Capture"  :  "  Anglers  find  in  rivers  these  fish  will  mostly 
take  a  worm  if  the  waters  are  muddy  ;  as  it  begins  to  clear, 
a  spinning  bait ;  when  fine,  a  fly.  If  hooked,  they  often 
display  considerable  cunning  in  their  attempts  to  break 
the  line  with  a  blow  from  the  tail,  or  impetuously  dart  otf, 
when  a  similar  result  ensues,  should  it  uot  run  readily  off 
the  reel.  .  .  .  But  larire  examples,  as  bull  trout,  appear 
to  refuse  bait  or  flics." 

Mr.  F.  Francis,  in  his  "  Book  of  Angling,"  3rd  edition, 
revised,  &e.,  on  page  323,  writes:  "Bull  trout,  when  it 
reaches  any  size,  is  a  bid  riser,  save  when  in  the  condition 
of  a  kelt,  when  he  is  greedy  enough."  On  page  324: 
"Bull  trout  are  sometimes  caught  with  trout  flies,  and 
now  and  then  bv  minnow  or  worm." 

Lastly,  I  saw,  on  Sept.  25,  1870,  two  bull  trout,  just  run 
up  from  the  sea,  caught  with  artificial  dace  and  worm 
respectively  :  and  on  the  same  date,  in  1877,  two  more  clean 
bull  trout  were  taken  with  fly  (salmon),  all  from  the 
Yorkshire  Esk,  which  was  high  and  discoloured  both  clays. 
I  have  seen  others  which  anglers  had  caught,  but  cannot 
recollect  the  exact  dates,  though  I  believe  it  would  be 
either  September  or  October,  1870  and  1877. 

Whilst  briefly  looking  through  the  above  authorities,  I 
found  references  to  bull  trout  spawning,  etc.  Seiley  refers 
to  them  as  a  fertile  hybrid.  Until  then,  in  my  ignorance, 
I  thought  hybrids  were  sterile. 

Nothing  that  I  read  confirmed  Lord  Home's  statement 
tint  "  bull  trout  do  net  enter  the  river  until  the  salmon 
have  commenced  to  spawn."  I  have  seen  salmon  running 
up  from  the  sea  in  a  good  autumn  flood,  and  lull  trout 
have  been  found  and  caught  in  the  river  directly 
afterwards. 

I  have  been  informed  by  a  late  member  of  the  \  ork- 
shire  Esk  Association,  and  who,  I  believe,  was  a  salmon 
conservator  a?  well,  that  over  twenty  yoars  ago  the  Esk 
held  bull  trout,  and  but  very  few  salmon.  Salmon  ova  or 
fry  were  obtained  from  one  or  more  Scotch  rivers,  and  In 
time  turned  into  the  Esk.  Since  then  salmon  have  been 
oiught  in  greater  numbers,  aud  present  anglers  are  in- 
debted to  those  membeis  of  the  Ksk  Association  who 
assisted  in  introducing  fresh  blood  to  the  few  salmon  then 
in  the  stream.  If  well  enough,  I  should  much  like  to 
hear  the  late  Esk  Association  s  secretary's  correction  or 
confirmation  of  the  above.  There  was,  some  fifteen  years 
ago,  a  correspondence  in  the  Field  about  the  river  Esk 
(Yorkshire)  and  bull  trout. 

Dr.  Day,  in  vol.  2  of  "  British  Fishes,  in  a  footnote  on 
page  87,  referring  to  four  years  netting  bull  trout  out  of 
the  Coquet,  gives  the  following  figures  of  annual  captures  : 
20  350,  15,404,  10,087,  and  9188.  Does  not  this  prove 
from  the  lessened  takes  annually  that  the  river  hold  a 
smaller  stock  of  bull  trout  than  when  the  netting  was  first 
commenced  ?  . 

Keen's  "Practical  Fisherman,"  page  20(>,  contains  a 
statement  that  Salmo  eriox  (bull  trout)  may  be  hatohftd 
and  reared  in  fresh  water,  and  he  adds  that  he  has  kepj 
them  for  three  years  with  great  accession  of  size  and 
porting  quality.  They  will  then  rise  at  the  fly  m  such  0 
way,  &c.  .,,  .  .  .  , 

I  trust  that  Mr.  Patterson  will,  in  any  future  remarks 
as  to  clean  bull  trout  not  being  taken  by  angling,  recollect 
to  use  instead  of  the  emphatic  never  be  employs,  its  oft 
quoted  correction  of "  well,  hardly  ever,"  ai  being  ni  ne  m 
accordance  with  actual  facts. — 1  am,  yours  truly. 

JHO).  J.  BOLMNC. 

THE  SALMON  A  SALT  WATER  FISH. 
Sir  —I  notice  in  last  week  s  issue  of  your  paper  a  very 
interesting  letter  from  Mr.  T.  M.  I'iko  on  the  above 
question.  It  is  mainly  devoted  to  a  criticism  ot  my 
popular  lecture,  "Is  the  salmcn  a  salt  or  fresh  water 
fish  P  "  \s  a  whole,  the  matter  has  been  dealt  with  m  SO 
fair  and  equitable  a  manner  that  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  further  reply  as  fully  as  time  and  spare  will  allow. 

Mr.  1'ike  objects  to  my  omission  of  pregnancy  as  a 
cause  of  degeneracy.    In  my  mind  the  soilness  and 
flabbii  eisof  flesh  temporarily  produc  ed  m  most  vertebrates 
by  this  condition  U  not  a  degeneration  at  all,  but  rather  a 
nhysiologicil  condition.  . 
In    the   next  paragraph,   referring   to    my   remark  : 
Because  its  ancestors  were  marine,     Mr.  BBWI 
Wore  the  elements  of  the  chalk  washed  down  into  the 


VV  ore  mo  eiomeum  oi  mo  .    „ , —  .       r  , 

sea  from  the  land;  is  it  impossible  that  remains  o!  fish 
were  carried  down  as  well  fF  1  am  afraid  Mr.  1 'ike  has 
not  exactly  grasped  my  argument,  probably  owing  to  my 
method  of  putting  it  forward.  The  endeavour  was  to 
point  out  that  the  fossils  found  were  either  those  ot  genera 
of  salmonoids,  of  which  the  surviving  forms  ;uv  pure  y 
marine,  or  else  those  of  genera  totally  oxt.net  .hut  ■  osely 
allied  to  existing  divisions  containing  only  «^«/°^-„ 
His  next  objection  is  to  my  remark  about  the  salmon 
being  the  ri.  h  man  with  poor  relatione,  going  on  to  say  i 

"  Tins  again,  is  not  the  Whole  truth.  Wherever  reel, 
wate  erists  i,  largo  masses  brown  trout  urn*  to  salmon 
s I,  "     I  a  n  afraid  in  the  relation  between  nch  and  poor 

5£     only  ■   ndatj  n.attar.    The  poor  man  may  be 

as  hig  ai  the  ra  h,  though  I.,,  clothes  bo  .habhy, 
cut  and  putc'icd  with  many  colours,  though  htotM  I,  be 

Llccled    in  1  He  ugh  hi,  appetite  I  e  t  .r  from  fastidious. 

•\Z  n  flu-m  f  ■  l-ch.,1  development  may  be  sec.  daily 

in  ou    "r"     cities,  .here  wo  hnd-H  >.■„..  n„cs  ,  ■„.  d 

"it    decrease  in  MM,  lomtfl0«  ""<-*»'•/  "Into  aeon  )!,.■ 

decayed  taitb,  and  the  narrow  ob^rtaol  men  whoe* llvee 

have  I  ns  it  in  ann.  'genial  eav.roi.  hi. 

In  -..raking  .  f  I  ho  New  /e  .land  ijueition,  M  I    PUO»  has 
touched  upon  a  va.t  lubjeot,  at  wb/oh  I  have  for  t  »•  pi 
five  tai  s'l,,,.  wcrtinfcV *"d  hope  to  ^^V&Kg 
interest  to  Bring  ror«ttrd   at    a  future  da  .-,    for  th< 

proscnt,  uflieeit  to  say  that  the  quest,  ' 

acclimatisation  will  strongly  aid  my  argument,  lhert- 
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foro  I  havo  fallen  buck  both  on  old  reoords  which  every- 
where bear  out  my  contention  and  on  tho  go-callod  land- 
locked forms  of  N.  America  and  tho  Scandinavian 
peninsula.  Nothing  needs  to  ho  Haid  about  the  next  two 
criticism*— "  brackish  "  is  not  "  Halt,"  especially  when  it 
is  potable.  . .  « 

In  regard  to  tho  criticism  in  which  the  col  is  brought  in 
as  uu  example  of  a  fresh  water  fish  which  spawns  in  the 
■on,  I  am  glad  of  tho  opportunity  bore  afforded  for 
explaining  what  has  hitherto  proved  a  great  stumbling 
block  to  many  of  your  renders,  viz.,  my  definition  of  the 
position  of  tho  cel.  If  persons  interested  will  look  again 
through  the  loofure,  they  will  find  that  the  eel  is  included 
as  a  member  of  n  mixed  group,  of  which  the  majority  are 
marine,  and  that  mixed  groups  of  flu's  description  are  of 
marino  origin.  Whon  tho  secretary  of  tho  Piscatorial  Socioty 
askod  mo  to  read  a  paper.  I  consented,  and  offered  as  its 
title  "About  Kols,"  but  it  was  decided  that  tho  subject 
would  not  bo  of  sufficient  general  interest.  If  the  natural 
history  of  this  group  were  thoroughly  Known,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  idea  that  eels  are  fresh  water 
flsh  would  never  havo  been  mooted,  Recent  science  ha? 
discovered  that  tho  eel  (Anyuilla  vulgaris)  may  live  in 
brackish  or  evon  ealt  water  for  all  its  adult  existence,  and, 
further,  that  it  is  oxtreinoly  doubtful  if  the  male,  after 
leaving  its  larval  condition,  can  exist  in  absolutely  fresh 
water.  Anothor  interesting  point  has  been  constantly 
raised  since  the  days  of  Auckland,  which  is  as  to  tho  exact 
interval  of  relationship  between  tho  congers — which  spend 
their  tiino  in  salt  water — and  tho  river  eels.  However 
this  may  bo,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  eel  is  a  marine 
fish,  belonging  to  the  great  group  containing  many  huge 
sea  forms,  such  as  tho  murries  and  tho  congers,  which 
sooks  fcod,  as  do  many  flounders,  in  fresh  waters. 
Probably  in  process  of  time  it  will  become  completely 
acclimatised,  and,  perhaps,  may  be  able  to  lead  an  entirely 
fresh  water  oxistenco ;  still,  it  will  bo  liko  the  perc'i  and 
the  burbot — a  marine  fish  which  has  become  a  permanent 
denizen  of  fresh  water.  Two  remarks  further  I  should 
like  to  make,  and  this  lengthy  reply  will  be  finished. 

Tho  first  is  that,  far  from  claiming  the  salt  water  origin 
of  salmon  as  "  Pattersonian,"  1  am  only  advocating  the 
viow  held  by  Pennant,  1770 ;  Fleming,  1828 ;  Parnell, 
18,'t.S;  tiucklaml,  1880;  Day,  1887;  Smitt,  1894. 

Mr.  Pike  says:  "  Dr.  Patterson  has  come  in  on  the  top 
of  tho  wave  of  scientific  opinion,  which  tends  towards 
showing  that  tho  salmon  family  are  one  fish,  which  will 
most  likely  prove  correct."  1  would  venture  to  say  that 
Mr.  Pike  means  not  "  the  salmon  family,"  which  includes 
many  genera,  diverso  and  peculiar  (such  as  the  smelts  and 
the  grayling),  but  rather  the  British  Salmones,  a  very 
small  division  of  the  groat  family.  1  thank  him  for  his 
words  of  encouragement,  and  would  point  out  that  this 
— tho  specific  identity  of  the  brown  trout,  sea  trout,  and 
salmon — is  the  direction  in  which  I  "go  one  better,  and 
have  a  Pattersonian  theory  "  of  my  own.  I  brought  for- 
ward this  matter  in  1893,  and  shall  continue  to  ventilate 
it,  though  at  present  unsupported  in  this  country,  until  it 
is  either  proved  or  disproved  by  plain  scientific  facts. 
As  to  making  any  practical  use  of  the  question  of  the 
true  nature  of  the  salmon,  little  need  be  said,  save  and 
except,  that  as  things  aro  at  present,  salmon  must  spawn 
in  the  rivers,  and  therefore  must  have  access  to  them  if 
the  race  is  not  to  become  extinct ;  and,  further,  experience 
has  shown  that  artificial  hatching  must  be  resorted  to  if, 
in  the  interests  of  both  anglers  and  netsmeu,  a  thoroughly 
good  stock  of  salmon  are  to  be  preserved.  Thanking  Mr. 
Pike  for  his  letter,  and  regretting  my  over-enthusiasm, 
and  therefore  the  inordinate  length  of  my  reply, — I  am, 
yours  truly,       Charles  S.  Patterson,  M.B.,  F.Z.S. 

THE  BULL  TROUT  AND  SOME  INFERIOR 
ANIMALS. 

Dear  Sir, — I  fear  that  this  is  going  to  be  an  uncon- 
scionably long  letter,  but  I  hops  not  to  have  to  trouble 
your  readers  more  with  what  seems  to  be  degenerating 
into  a  mere  personal  squabble  tetween  mjself  and  Dr. 
Patterson,  a  contingency  I  neither  expected  nor  desired 
when  I  first  wrote.  * 

I  then  distinctly  stated  that  I  had  no  desire  to  annoy 
that  gentleman,  my  real  object  beirig  to  expo3e  and,  if 
possible,  prevent,  that  style  of  pseudo-ichthyology  indulged 
in  by  persons  having  no  real  personal  acquaintance  with 
their  subject.  Still,  so  long  as  the  hitting  is  fair,  and 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  P.R.— I  beg  pardon,  the 
F.  G. — I  cannct  complain,  however  much  I  may  feel  that 
the  sight  of  two  gentle  anglers  fighting  like  rats  in  a  trap 
is  neither  seasonable  nor  becoming. 
"  Still  a  cultured  Christian  age  sees  us  scuffle,  squeal, 
and  rage." 

My  poor  self  has  apparently  become  to  Dr.  Patterson 
what  King  Charles's  head  was  to  the  estimable  Mr.  Dick- 
he  seems  quite  unable  to  write  article,  letter,  or  lecture 
without  dragging  me  in,  sometimes  as  a  dead  horse,  some- 
times (such  is  the  inherent  pcetry  of  his  nature)  as  a 
northern  blast,  and  other  choice  "  epitaphs."  Now,  I  am 
in  much  doubt  whether  either  my  personality  or  that  of 
Dr.  Patterson  is  of  such  overwelming  interest  as  to  justify 
our  monopolising  your  space.  Still,  in  self  defence,  I  am 
bound  to  reply  to  his  attacks  on  me. 

In  his  last  letter  Dr.  Patterson  langhs  at  me  for  not 
knowing  what  the  F.Z.S.  he  flaunts  at  his  tail,  comet- 
wise,  is.  I  confess  I  am  puzzled.  The  only  F.Z.S.  I  know 
of  js  that  of  the  Zoological  Society ;  but;  as  that  is  a 
society  of  naturalists,  it  is  clear  Dr.  Patterson  cannot 
belong  to  it. 

I  deny  that  I  have  abnsed  him.  We  Scots  are  supposed 
to  hold  in  great  respect  the  coin  known  (but  7io(  in  Scot- 
land) as  saxpence.  Yet  here's  an  offer,  surely  most 
tempting  to  a  young  medical  man  :  I  will  give  him  that 
amount  for  every  epithet  of  abuse  aimed  at  himself  which 
he  can  find  in  any  of  my  letters. 


He  also  eays  that  I  claim  to  be  a  Scottish  Ichthyologist 
(capitals  here,  please,  for  it  is  a  capital  offence).  I  did  no 
such  thing.  I  am  no  more  an  ichthyologist  than  Dr. 
Patterson  himself  is,  and  I  will  reward  him  at  the  same 
munificent  rate  (but  I  fear  I  am  going  to  ruin  myself  by 
my  generosity)  if  he  can  point  to  any  such  claim  on  my 
part.  Next  he  accuses  ms  of  adding  to  a  quotation  from 
him,  from  Seeloy.  frcm  Gunther,  the  mystic  word  his, 
saying :  "  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  addition  of  the  word 
'his'  bofore  bull  trout  alters  tho  whole  sense  of  the 
passage."  What  a  wonderful  word !  But  the  joke  of  tho 
thing  is  that  1  did  not  interpolate  "  his"  as  Dr.  Patter- 
son asserts.  Any  of  jour  readers  who  care  to  refer  to 
your  Christmas  number  (p.  400)  can  satisfy  themselves 
that  there  is  no  such  word  there.  Dr.  Patterson  has 
simply  interpolated  the  word  himself  with  the  thinly- 
veiled  intention  of  drawing  a  red  herring  across  his  own 
trail  of  error,  which  any  anxious  inquirer  may  find  exposed 
in  that  letter.  . 

Now,  let  me  point  cut  a  clear  caso  of  self-contradictron 
on  Dr.  Pat'erson's  part  in  his  last  letter  on  this  very 
point.  He  first  says  :  "  /  was  under  the  impression  when 
writing,  that  I  had  quoted  from  the  'Introduction  to 
the  Study  of  Fishes,'  hence  the  reference."  (This  after  I 
had  pointed  out  the  reverse.)  Later  on,  however,  he 
forgets  this,  and  write? :  "  I  would  further  point  out  that 
Seeley  says  '  Dr.  Giiiither  records  his  conviction,'  which 
statement  I  did  not  think  justified,  by  the  words,  'This 
name  would  appear,  &c.'  " 

Now,  of  those  two  contradictory  statements  loth  cannot 
be  true.  And  all  this  wriggling  can  neither  conceal  nor 
justify  his  statement  that  my  "  method  of  reading  docs 
not  agree  with  my  authorities."  The  best  authority  must 
be  Dr.  (iiinther's  statement  in  the  "  Study  of  Fishes." 

Dr.  Patterson  aga;n  parades  his  ignorauca  when, 
speaking  of  the  legalised  killing  of  foul  bull  trout  in  the 
Tweed,  he  talks  of  the  "Tweed  authorities"  having 
"  obtained  authority."  It  is  allowed  by  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. Neither  do  I  see  that  he  has  yet  apologised  to  Mr. 
Tod  for  accusing  him  of  committing  an  illegal  act. 

Now  for  a  short  glance  at  Dr.  Patterson's  lecturo  on 
"  The  Oiigin  of  the  Salmon,"  with  a  view  to  see  whether 
his  ichthyological  knowledge  qualifies  him  to  pose  as  a 
"  blessed  lecturer." 

"  'Tis  mine  to  speak,  'tis  yours  to  hear." 

From  this  article,  stuffed  as  it  is  with  mistakes,  one 
might,  to  use  Mark  Twain's  expression,  obtain  as  much 
misinformation  in  half  an  hour  as  would  last  him  a  life- 
time. 

So  we  must  perforce  follow  the  example  of  little  Jack 
Horner  of  nursery  memory,  and  confine  ourselves  to 
pulling  out  a  plum  or  two. 

Dr.  Patterson  says  :  "  The  third  fact  (!)  is  that  none  of 
these  fresh  water  forms,  even  when  of  predaceous  habit, 
are  possessed  of  those  aids  to  quick  digestion  which  I  have 
had  occasion  to  mention  in  a  previous  paper  [those  poor 
Piscatorials  !],  viz.,  pyloric  appendages." 

A  very  very  slight  acquaintance  with  his  subject  would 
have  saved  him  from  this  hasty  generalisation.  Many 
purely  fresh  water  families  have  pyknic  cocca,  and  many 
predatory  ssa  forms  are  without  them.  Not  to  go  farther 
afield  than  the  order  of  fishes,  Physost&mi,  to  which 
salmon  belong,  can  there  be  a  more  purely  fresh  water 
family  (for  obvious  reasons)  than  that  of  the  blind  cave 
fishes  (Heteropygii)  ?  If  accounts  are  to  be  relied  on, 
they  are  both  slow  in  growth  and  action ;  yet  they  have 
pyloiic  cocca,  so  have  such  purely  fresh  water  families  as 
Osteoglossus,  Pantodon,  the  Mormyridse,  and  many  others, 
quse  nunc  enumerare  longum  est. 

Take,  now,  the  converse.  One  of  the  most  voracious  sea 
fish  that  exist  is  Plagyodus,  who  has  a  family  all  to  him- 
self, having  probably  eaten  all  his  relatives.  He  has  no 
cocca. 

Then  there  is  the  assertion  that ' '  Mixed  families  have 
habitually  among  their  fresh  water  species  fewer  pyloric 
appendages  than  amongst  the  marine  representatives." 
Now,  amongst  the  Salmonidse,  the  Argentine,  purely 
marine,  has  few  and  small  cocca  ;  the  smelts,  almost  marine, 
are  in  the  same  category ;  whilst  the  Loch  Leven  trout  has 
up  to  ninety.  Next  time  Dr.  Patterson  comes  North  he 
will  do  better  to  spend  his  time  in  dissecting  these  fish 
than  in  va:n  attempts  to  catch  them. 

But  it  is  when  he  gets  amongst  the  herrings  that 
our  friend,  no  doubt  from  sheer  force  of  habit,  gets 
amongst  the  'erring  with  a  vengeance.  He  says  :  "  The 
more  oceanic  its  home,  the  more  rapid  and  vigorous  is  the 
development  of  the  herring  type."  A  strange  statement, 
surely !  The  largest  of  the  herrings  is,  I  believe,  the 
tarpon,  well  known  to  enter  the  ri\ers  of  Florida;  the 
next,  I  should  think,  must  be  Chanos  salmoneus,  which 
also  enters  fresh  water  freely.  The  shads  run  larger  than 
the  marine  herrings,  which,  again,  are  bigger  than  the  more 
truly  marine  anchovies.  Then,  as  to  the  shads,  C.  alosa 
and  finta  (not  pinta,  as  Dr.  Patterson  has  it).  He  refers 
to  these  as  running  up  the  rivers  of  North  America. 
Will  it  be  believed,  neither  C.  a losa'  nor  C.  finta  is  found 
in  the  States,  where  they  are  replaced  by  C.  vernalis, 
G.  aestivalis,  and  C.  mediocris. 

As  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  Dr.  Patterson's 
attack  on  me  in  an  article  of  Dec.  20,  I  must  for  the 
present  leave  this  tempting  storehouse  of  mistakes.  I 
will  say  nothing  of  the  taste  shown  in  converting  an 
article  into  a  vehicle  of  attack  on  an  opponent.  What  a 
pleasant  contrast  it  is  to  turn  from  Dr.  Patterson's  con- 
fused, illogical  paper  to  the  cheery,  breezy  article  that 
precedes  it.  Here's  tae  ye,  most  gentle  "  Diogenes,"  may 
you  add  many  another  New  Year  to  the  honourable  load 
you  already  bear. 

The  paper  opens  with  a  fine  example  of  Dr.  Patterson's 
accuracy.  He  states  that  the  editor  invited  several 
gentlemen  to  write  on  this  subject,  but  only  one  replied. 
If  this  be  so,  I  have  no  recollection  of  it,  nor  would  1 
have  written  fhe  article  he  so  strongly  objects  to,  but  that 


the  editor  in  a  footnote  after  a  letter  of  mine  inquired  of 
me  personally  if  I  would  give  my  ideas  on  the  subject, 
otherwise  1  should  most  certainly  not  have  volunteered 
the  article.  Then  Dr.  Patterson  inferentially  accuses  me 
of  egotism,  stating  that  there  are  seven  I's  in  my  final 
paragraph.  This  is  not  so.  There  is  not  a  single  I  in  my 
latt  paragraph  ;  but  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  when  I 
accepted  the  responsibility  of  all  statements  in  my  article, 
on  my  own  account,  there  was  niturally  a  string  of  I's. 

Dr.  Patterson  apparently  considers  it  a  fault  for  anyone 
to  think  or  investigate  for  himself,  a  fault  of  which  he  is 
little  likely  to  be  accused.  After  writing  an  article  on  a 
fish  with  which  he  had  no  personal  acquaintance,  he  now 
objects  to  my  taking  the  responsibility  for  statements  I 
had  personally  checked,  and  asks  for  proof.  Well,  in  the 
society  with  which  1  have  usually  mixed,  I  am  happy  to 
say  that  a  gentleman's  word  is  usually  accepted  as  proof  of 
his  statements.  I  am  sorry  (for  Dr.  Patterson)  if  such  is 
not  the  case  in  his  class  of  life.  At  the  same  time,  I  have 
already  answered  some  questions,  but  have  as  yet  received 
no  answer  to  the  two  questions  I  put  to  him  just  two 
months  ago,  and  frequently  repeated  since.  When  Dr. 
Patterson  has  answered  my  queries  it  will  be  time  for  me 
to  answer  his.  , 

Dr.  Patterson's  main  grievance  against  me  seems  to  be 
that  I  do  not  follow  Professor  Smitt's  methods.  No 
doubt  this  is  unpardonable,  but  most  of  the  notes  I  wrote 
from  were  of  a  date  antecedent  to  the  appearance  of  even 
tho  first  edition  of  his  work.  Besides  this,  the  connota- 
tion I  used  is  the  same  as  that  used  by  the  late  Dr.  Day, 
and  Day  is  good  enough  for  me. 

Let  me  now  point  out  to  your  readers  that  to  have  gone 
into  all  the  details  for  which  Dr.  Patterson>  asks  would 
have  required  a  volume  the  size  of  a  half-year's  volume  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette.  I  had— but  I  fear  even  that  virtue 
is  failing  me— a  little  more  respect  than  my  opponent  for 
your  space  and  your  reader's  patience.  In  my  article  I 
tried  to  put  e'early  and  shortly  before  your  readers  the 
appearances  and  differences  of  salmon  and  i  ea  trout  parr. 
I  wrote  as  an  angler  for  anglers,  and  I  will  appeal  to  your 
readers  whether  they  find  themselves  more  helped,  to 
discriminate  between  these  fish,  by  my  article  or  Dr. 
Patterson's. 

As  Dr.  Patterson  speaks  of  my  "  upsetting  the  recog- 
nised authorities  "  (which  ?),  I  may  state  that  there  is  no 
single  point  referred  to  in  my  article  for  which  authority 
cannot  be  found  either  in  Day's  ■  British  Fishes  "  or 
"  British  Salmonidse."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  after  wiiting 
the  article  from  my  own  notes,  I  went  over  it  with  these 
works  at  hand,  checking  every  statement,  and  in  several 
cases  putting  things  less  strongly  than  I  had  at  first  done  ; 
e.g.,  the  statements  about  markings  to  which  Dr.  Patterson 
so  strongly  objects  were  really  from  Day,  though  they 
coincide  with  my  own  observation.  I  quite  agree  with  Dr. 
Patterson  that  many  of  the  points  given  are  of  little  value  ; 
but  even  these  have  a  certain  cumulative  value.  Many  of 
them  I  have  omitted  from  my  final  summary ;  a  fact  Dr. 
Patterson  has  not  apparently  the  straightforwardness  to 
note.  Still,  even  these  are  more  valuable  than  tho 
number  of  scales  near  a  parr's  tail,  as  counted  through  a 
glass  jar.  When  he  talks  of  peoplo  going  to  the  British 
Museum  to  see  for  themselves  the  numbers  of  such  £?xles; 
he  either  does  so  in  sheer  ignorance,  or  he  is  "  bluffing." 
I  am  certain  the  authorities  of  no  museum  would  permit 
all  and  sundry  to  take  their  specimens  out  of  their  native 
spirits. 

My  most  impoitmt  point  is,  however,  that  in  my  article 
I  distinctly  stated  that  when  I  used  the  word  "  trout,"  I 
meant  "  sea  trout  parr."  This  he  conveniently  ignores, 
his  reference  to  Day  being  a  bit  of  effrontery,  for  Day  is 
speaking  of  Brook  Trout ;  for  sea  trout  ho  gives,  as  I  do, 
fourteen  to  fifteen  scales  between  adipose  tin  and  lateral 
line.  Note. — This  is  another  instance  where  1  reduced 
my  statements  in  deference  to  Day's  authority.  Personally, 
I  would  put  the  number  at  13  to  15. 

The  same  error  run3  through  and  invalidates  the  whole 
of  the  remainder  of  his  article. 

And  now  farewell,  and  a  Happy  New  Year  to  you,  Dr. 
Patterson  !  At  present  you  remind  me  of  what  happened 
to  a  friend  of  mind,  a  youug  medical  student.  He  was 
"doing  his  dispensary"  here,  and  was  endowed  with  a 
strong  belief  in  himself  and  a  fine  s'ately  manner.  Well, 
after  "  dcctoii  rg  "  a  poor  old  woman,  be  was  standing  at 
the  door  drawing  on  his  gloves,  when  the  dam?  addressed 
him  as  follows:  "Aye — ye're  a  bonnie  chiel,  an'  ye  may 
be  skeely ;  but,  ma  certes,  ye've  no  had  muck'.e 
expeerence."  If  during  the  coming  year  and  its  successors 
you  will  restrain  your  youthful  ardour,  and  study  tho 
natural  history  of  fishes  ab  initio  ;  if  you  will  curb  your 
fancy,  for  you  pos:ess  enough  imagination  to  stock  two 
(minor)  poets  ;  if  you  will  read  and  digest  the  literature  of 
the  subject ;  if,  above  all,  you  will  acquire  a  little  practical 
knowledge  of  your  theme,  you  may  yet  attain  an  average 
ignorance  of  the  Salmonidse. 

After  which  there  may  be  some  hope  for  you.  At 
present  you  pose  too  much  as 

"The  Prophet  of  the  Utterly  Absurd, 
The  Patently  Impossible  and  Vain," 
for  your  own  good  and  that  oF  your  readers.  T.  SrENCE. 


The  last  six  days  ladies'  bicycle  contest  but  one  will 
commence  on  Monday  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  after 
the  cycling  finishes  the  space  will  be  required  for  prepara- 
tions for  the  fifth  Annual  Yachting  Exhibition,  which 
will  dpen  on  Fob.  2.  These  displays  huve  been  very 
popular  at  the  Aquarium,  and  this  year  it'ia  expected  that 
the  Exhibition  will  bo  the  largest  yet  held  there,  many  of 
the  exhibitors  having  applied  for  much  more  space  than 
they  previously  occupied.  Sinco  tho  last  display,  the 
electric  light  has  now  been  installed,  and  the  Aquarium  is 
brilliantly  illuminated.  Intending  exhibitors  should  apply 
at  once  to  Mr.  Ritchie. 
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RAINBOW  TROUT. 


It  may  be  interesting  to  read  side  by  side  the 
notes  made  by  your  correspondent,  "  E.  V.  C," 
on  rainbow  trout  as  kept  at  the  Worthies 
Fisheries  and  Trout  Breeding  Establishment,  and 
by  Professor  Hofer,  scientific  pisciculturist  to  the 
Bavarian  Government.  Their  experience  pretty 
well  agrees  with  mine. 

Professor  Hofer  reports  (December,  1895) : 

Rainbows  grow  considerably  quicker  than  brook  trout ; 
we  may  take  a  yearling  as  at  5in.,  a  two-year-old  fish  as  at 

;  9in. ,  and  a  three-year-old  an  at  l£iu.  to  loin.  In  warmish 
water,  however,  the  growth  is  much  better.  We  hive 
found  them  breed  in  ponds,  and  attain  there  31b.  to  41b. 
in  their  third  year.  I  have  sean  rainbows  of  six  years 
weighing  101b.  to  121b.  We  have  had  rather  a  varied 
experience  with  this  fish.  We  first  took  it  to  require 
pretty  much  the  same  conditions  as  our  brook  trout, 
and  planted  it  accordingly ;  but  few  or  none  were 
caught  where  they  were  planted,  and  it  was  considered 
useless  to  try"  to  drive  out  our  fario  where  the  latter 
throve.  Later  on  we  found  that  the  rainbow  s-t tied  and 
throve  well  in  the  lower  reaches  of  our  big  streams,  in 
what  we  call  the  region  of  the  barbel  ami  bream,  and 
where  fario  did  not  do  well.  But  a  inore  important 
observation  was  that  the  fish  did  well  in  even  shallow 
ponds  with  an  intermittent  water  supply.  Anybody  who 
would  have  suggested  ten  years  ago  that  rainbows  could 
be  planted' together  with  carp  in  ponds  wheie  fario  did 

"pot  thrive  would  have  been  thought  a  fool  ;  but  still  they 
thrive.  Of  course  not  every  stagnant  pool  will  do  for 
them,  and*  water  receiving  sewage  pollution  or  old  foul 
ponds  will  not  do  ;  what  they  like  are  reservoirs  with  dean, 


warmish  water  of  2yds.  to  4yds.  in  depth.  They  require 
comparatively  little  aeration  of  the  water,  and  they  can 
therefore  thrive  in  ponds  where  fario  must  perish.  We 
find  that  a  surface  temperature  of  even  25°  R.  (80J  F.)  does 
for  them. 

"E.  V.  C.'s"  report  agrees  pretty  well  with 
this : 

The  owner  of  the  Worthies  Fisheries  and  Trout 
Breeding  Establishment  has  been  to  some  trouble  in 
experimenting  with  rainbows,  and  is  still  experimenting 
with  them.  In  a  pond  fed  by  a  mere  trickle  of  water— a 
shallow  pond,  too,  and  muddy — the  fish  increased  in 
number  and  rose  fairly  well  to  fly.  The  fish  were  turned 
down  as  yearlings,  and  after  two  years  would  average  lib., 
about.  I  would  be  happy  t  j  give  fuller  particulars  to  your 
correspondent  or  to  anyone  who  cares  for  them.  I  was 
immensely  struck  by  the  fact  that  the  rainbows  had  bred 
at  all  in  such  a  place,  where  the  only  tvdds,  supposing  rain- 
bows to  require  spawning  ground  like  fario,  consisted  of  a 
few  feet  of  rather  light,  gravelly  bottom  at  the  intake  of 
the  pond,  and  where  at  springtime  tli9  water  came  in  very 
dirly  from  surface  drainage. 

I  would  never  try  rainbows  in  streams  suitable  to  fario, 
but,  judging  from  foregoiug,  think  rainbows  will  thrive 
in  pends  where  fario  would  die,  or,  at  least,  do  very 
badly. 

My  experience  is  that  rainbows  will  sometimes 
spawn  in  such  ponds,  though  where  a  spring-fed 
gravelly  run  is  to  be  had,  they  will  go  up  this  by 
preference,  and  spawn  under  the  same  conditions 
as  brook  trout.  I  have  found  them,  on  the  other 
hand,  make  redds  where  no  brook  trout  would 
think  of  going  to,  viz.,  on  the  shallow,  stony  sides 
of  ponds,  where  there  was  no  chance  of  a  trickle 
coursing  over  the  eggs.  But  though  I  have 
repeatedly  found  an  increase  of  numbers  in  ponds 
having  a  slight  temporary  inflow,  I  never  found 
the  eggs  hatch  where  there  was  no  flow  whatever. 
Your  correspondent  must  therefore  not  count 
upon  finding  his  experience  of  an  increase  repeated 
in  every  pond  stocked. 

I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  a 
very  wide  field  for  the  rainbow  in  the  mill  lodges 
and  reservoirs  of  Lancashire,  which  your  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  Pendrigh,  mentions,  many  of  which 
I  know  personally,  and  which  are  now  given  over 
to  coarse  fish.  In  fact,  I  think  these  are  the  very 
places  where  the  rainbow  would  thrive,  providing 
that  pike  and  big  perch  are  absent,  and  that  there 
is  a  plentiful  supply  of  sticklebacks,  shellfish,  or 
small  rudd. 

The  enormous  mouth  and  jaws  of  the  fontinalis 
already  stamp  this  otherwise  fine  fish  as  a  great 
cannibal,  and  I  have  invariably  found  over  here 
that,  though  very  young  fontinalis,  say.  yearlings, 
will  take  the  fly,  the  big  fish  are  not  easily  tempted 
by  it,  standing  at  a  great  depth  and  preying  on 
their  kindred  if  no  other  fish  are  to  be  had. 

The  rainbows,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  found 
to  take  the  fly  very  well,  even  when  artificially 
fed ;  in  fact,  my  great  difficulty  has  been  to  have 
outlying  ponds  ■  protected,  as  the  fish  will  go 
furiously  for  even  very  coarse  poaching  flies. 

It  is  difficult  to  assign  the  right  place  to  the 
rainbow  in  the  list  of  Salmonidse.  It  is  certainly 
not  a  char,  nor  allied'  to  our  fario  kinds  (in 
which  I  include  all  so-called  lacustrix,  ferox,  and 
Levens),  and  Professor  Brown  Goode's  idea  of 
placing  it  among  the  salmon  trout  is  very  likely 
correct,  though  it  is  not  allied  to  any  of  our  Euro- 
pean kinds.  The  rainbow  is  very  likely  a  near  cousin 
to  the  steelhead  (Salmo  gardnerii),  a  Californian 
coasting  salmon,  though  we  cannot  call  it  a  true 
salmon  or  salmon  trout,  as  the  vomer  of  the  rain- 
bow shapes  exactly  like  those  of  the  true  trout 
kinds.  I  have  repeatedly  tried  to  cross  rainbows 
with  brook  trout,  fmtvnaMs,  and  salmon,  but  with 
no  result,  and  I  think  we  must  assign  to  the 
rainbow  a  species,  into  which  might  perhaps  be 
included  two  more  Americans,  Shasta  trout  and 
cut  throat  (Purpwata)  trout. 

Rainbows  in  general  enjoy  very  robust  health, 
but,  from  their  habit  of  playing  very  near  the 
surface,  are  somewhat  subject  to  lilindiiess  if 
kept  in  water  a  Hording  no  shade  whatever.  In 
such  cases  I  have  known  the  proportion  of  blind 
fish  (easily  recognisable  by  their  black  colour  and 
lean  appearance)  run  as  high  as  5  per  cent, 
amongst  yearlings.  The  older  fish,  however,  are 
very  rarely  subject  to  this  disease,  which  I  may 
say  is  not  catching.  A  great  difficulty  in  intro- 
ducing rainbows  was  at  (irst  experienced  through 
the  ova  not  being  very  carefully  packed.  Main- 
bow  eggs  stand  very  much  less  handling  than 
common  trout  ova,  their  shell  being  much  thinner. 
They  develop  quicker  than  other  trout  eggs, 
eyeing  generally  in  less  than  a  month,  and  great 
experience  is  required  if  they  are  to  l>e  forwarded 


just  at  the  right  moment.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  rearing  of  rainbow  fry  into  yearlings  is  a 
much  simpler  matter  than  the  rearing  of  fario 
kinds.  The  little  beggars  are  tremendously 
voracious  feeders,  and  whilst  we  consider  SO  per 
cent,  a  fair  proportion  to  raise  from  even  very 
well  bred  fario  eggs,  SO  to  90  per  cent,  is  the  usual 
work  in  rainbows.  Rainbows  already  spawn  at  two 
years  of  age,  but  the  ova  are  nearly,  if  not  quite, 
useless,  though  they  are  largely  sold.  At  four 
years  of  age  rainbows  seem  to  be  quite  mature, 
though  the  ova  of  five-year-old  fish  are  slightly 
larger  and  better  still.  S.  Jakfe. 

Sandfort  Fishery,  Osnabruck,  Germany. 


SALMON  ANGLING  RENTS. 


It  is  not  surprising  that  the  rents  for  netting 
stations  should  fluctuate  from  year  to  year, 
according  to  the  success  or  otherwise  of  the 
previous  season's  results.  After  a  prosperous 
fishing  there  is  a  tendency  among  tacksmen  to 
outbid  each  other,  or  otherwise  to  stand  off,  as  the 
case  may  be,  in  reverse  seasons.  It  is  evident, 
from  what  fisheries  have  been  in  market,  that  all 
over  Scotland  the  coming  season's  rental  will  at 
least  maintain  the  firm  footing  established  for  it 
in  the  commercial  world  by  the  success  attained 
last  year,  while  in  only  a  few  cases  has  there  been 
any  downward  tendency  where  the  results  were 
markedly  bad.  But  while  most  people  who  care 
to  interest  themselves  in  the  matter  are  con- 
versant with  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tacksman's 
rental  from  year  to  year,  few,  comparatively 
speaking,  are  aware  of  the  steady  upward 
tendency  of  the  angler's  rental  during  the  past 
twenty  years  or  so  irrespective  of  the  amount  of 
sport  obtained  or  otherwise.  Of  course  the 
success  of  a  fishery  will  at  all  times  command 
attention  on  the  market,  but  that  has  not  been 
the  ruling  factor  in  moving  up  the  rental,  nor, 
when  tried  and  found  wanting,  in  bringing  it 
down  to  its  market  value.  The  law  of  supply  and 
demand  in  this  instance  has  not  been  regulated 
by  the  amount  of  sport  obtained,  but  by  the 
number  of  sportsmen  seeking  to  obtain  it. 

Year  by  year,  during  the  period  we  have  in- 
dicated, the  ranks  of  the  army  of  salmon  anglers 
have  been  steadily  on  the  increase,  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  angling  waters  where  good  sport  was 
a  certainty  under  normal  conditions  have  been  on 
the  decline.  Salmon  angling  has  never  been  a 
more  royal  and  popular  sport  than  it  is  at  the 
present  day.  Royal  in  no  figurative  but  literal 
sense,  both  by  princes  and  princesses  of  the 
present  dynasty,  for  it  was  only  last  autumn  that 
the  Duchess  of  Fife  broke  the  record  of  lady 
anglers  on  the  Dee,  running  up  the  magnificent 
score  of  over  forty  fish  to  her  own  rod  on  the  Mar 
Lodge  section.  But  the  great  demand  for  salmon 
angling  waters  has  really  come  from  the  gradually 
increasing  influx  of  English  and  colonial  sports- 
men to  Scotch  streams.  And  the  cry  is  still  they 
come. 

The  result  is  that  during  the  past  decade  the 
rents  for  angling  waters  on  such  assured  streams 
as  the  Dee  and  Tay  have  at  least  been  doubled, 
while,  going  farther  back,  to  the  commencement 
of  the  seventies,  they  have  mounted  up  from 
insignificant  sums  to  considerable  incomes  in 
themselves.  As  regards  the  Dec  this  has  been 
brought  about  chiefly  by  the  operations  of  the 

Dee  Fishery  Improvement  Association  in  buying 

up  the  nets  and  increasing  the  head  of  salmon  in 
the  river  for  sportive  purposes  thereby  attracting 
the  attention  of  spoilsmen  to  that  stream 
in  particular,  increasing  the  demand  for  angling 
quarters,  and  running  up  the  rents  to  sums 
almost  incredible.  A  few  cases  in  point  may 
be  both  instructive  and  profitable,  to  those 
seeking  to  follow  the  example  set  on  the  Dee,  and 
at  least  show  that  this  is  no  barren  statement. 
The  little)  water  of  Dess  muy  taken  as  a  fair 
sample  of  this  phenomenal  rise  in  the  value  of 
salmon  angling  waters.  At  one  time  it  was  let  at 
the  rate  of  L_'  and  two  salmon  annually  Now,  if 
put  on  the  market,  it  will  easily  fetch  L'l'Mi  or 
more.  The  Kincardine  Lodge  water,  whieh  was 
offered  to  the  local  keeper  some  thirty  years  ago 
for  l'->  annual  rental  and  refused,  for  he  was  afraid 
of  being  the  loser  by  the  transaction,  now  fetches 
its  i:S<MI  and  over.  The  Sluio  water,  w  hich  some 
twenty  years  back  was  thought  dear  at  L'l>,  now 
fetches  CT<»  for  a  part  of   the  season  ;  and  the 
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Woodend  water,  which  tho  present  lessee  had 
originally  at  £50,  now  costs  him  .€200  more,  or 
£250  per  annum.  The  Park  water,  which  only 
lets  in  the  autumn,  and  was  at  one  time  dear  at 
£25,  now  fetches  £H00  annually  for  some  two  miles 
or  so  of  back-end  water.  But  why  multiply  cases  ? 
Waters  which  a  few  years  hack  were  thought  not 
to  he  worth  offering  for  money,  and  were  fished 
by  all  and  sundry  without  let  or  hindrance,  are 
now  looked  strictly  after,  and  will  fetch  from  £30 
to  £50  a  month,  according  to  the  season  of  the 
year.  Even  the  burns  ami  streams  are  being  pro- 
tected, and  by  and  by  will  be  ticketed  off  at  so 
much  a  mile. 

All  angling  waters,  however,  have  not  kept  pace 
with  this  rapid  rise,  nor  benefited  to  the  same 
extent  as  our  best  salmon  angling  streams.  The 
fact  is,  nothing  has  been  done  to  improve  them 
nor  to  protect  the  interests  of  salmon  angling 
upon  their  once  attractive  reaches.  Their  value 
as  salmon  rivers  have  been  on  the  decline,  as 
instance  the  Don,  Spey,  and  lots  of  others,  where 
handsome  rentals  might  easily  be  drawn  from 
them  with  judicious  and  common-sense  manage- 
ment, and  which  could  be  let  with  ease  instead  of 
being  a  drag  on  the  market,  as  most  of  their 
sections  are  at  present.  No ;  nothing  but  the 
reverse  lias  been  done  to  maintain  their  value  as 
salmon  angling  streams,  whereas,  on  the  other 
hand,  where  the  best  rents  are  now  attainable  and 
easily  got,  most  has  been  done  to  enhance  the 
sport  of  salmon  angling,  and  on  these  the  demand 
will  continue  with  increased  pressure. 

There  is  no  telling  when  this  demand  for 
.salmon  angling  waters  will  stop.  High  as  the 
rents  are,  the  tendency  is  still  upward.  Last 
year  the  angling  season  was  a  complete  failure 
alniost  everywhere  but  on  the  Tay  and  one  or  two 
minor  highland  streams.  Yet  there  is  no  tendency 
to  abate  the  demand  for  a  likely  like  cast  for 
Snl mo  salar,  and  we  have  just  seen  a  letter  from 
a  gentleman,  writing  from  a  west-end  club  in 
London,  instructing  a  northern  agent  to  secure 
angling  quarters  for  him  on  the  Dee  at  any  figure 
that  may  be  asked.  The  only  condition  stipulated 
is  that  the  fishery  should  be  the  best  that  can  be 
got.  Having  failed  to  secure  satisfactory  sport 
on  other  rivers  in  the  north,  the  gentleman  is  now 
determined  to  get  his  hand  in  on  the  Dee  at  any 
price. 

While  deer  forests  have  been  on  the  decline, 
and  grouse  moors,  if  not  stationary,  are  at  least 
not  advancing,  the  demand  for  angling  waters 
have  gone  on  apace  where  anything  like  fair 
angling  results  have  been  obtained.  And  thus  the 
case  goes  on.  The  angling  world  has  not  yet 
reached  its  greatest  proportions  nor  its  grandest 
development.  There  is  a  bright  future  in  store, 
and  those  who  have  a  good  few  holding  salmon 
pools  may  at  least  count  on  a  steady,  if  not  an 
enhanced,  income. 

But  while  there  is  such  a  pressing  and  increasing 
demand,  why  not  increase  the  supply  ?  Let  the 
proprietors  of  the  miles  and  miles  of  river,  loch, 
and  stream,  which-  are  meantime  empty,  barren! 
and  unprofitable,  be  up  and  doing.  Not  only  will 
an  enhanced  rent  roll  be  the  reward,  but  an 
increase  in  the  prosperity  of  their  respective 
districts,  for  where  sportsmen  go  a  stream  of  gold 
follows,  and  all  share  in  the  wealth  thus  brought 
in,  while  the  country  in  general  shares  in  the 
increased  food  supply  of  the  nation.  Let  them 
multiply  who  have  taken,  and  are  taking  a  leaf 
out  of  the  Deeside  Fishery  Improvement  Associa- 
tion s  book.  There  is  plenty  of  room  for  such, 
and  were  the  supply  even  to  equal  the  demand  for 
good  salmon  waters,  which  meantime  it  cannot 
meet  half-way.  there  would  be  a  greater  equalisa- 
tion ot  rents,  less  disappointment  and  grumbling 
among  those  who  are  meantime  paying  exorbitant 
prices  to  get  their  hand  in,  and  a  chance  for  the 
many  who  are  panting  for  a  tussle  with  a  sprint 
or  autumn  salar,  but  who  cannot  compete  fairly 
with  their  more  fortunate  and  long-pursed  col 
freres  of  the  rod.  q.  M 


An  eye-witness  of  the  August  massacres,  for 
whose  accuracy  and  authority  the  publishers  can 
vouch,  describes  "  The  Slaughter  of  Armenians  in 
Constantinople  "  m  the  January  Scribners.  The 
arbcle  while  0f  great  simplicity  and  restraint,  is 
likely  to  increase  public  indignation.    It  is  a 

of'thrTurk.  °f  faCtS  that  pr°Ve  the  cruelfcy 


(J  ROUND-BAITING  FOR  SEA  FISH. 


"  Tlio  rods  on  the  pior  were  ho  close,  that  in  tho  distance 
they  presented  tlio  appearance  of  bundles  of  hop  polei." — 
Thus  "  Dragnet"  discoursing  of  sea  fishing  at  Deal  in  the 
F.  G.  of  Jan.  2. 

Dear  me !  How  we  move  along  nowadays. 
Should  I  recognise  the  old  pier  again,  I  wonder  ? 
Let  me  see,  it's  eight,  ten,  twelve,  nay,  fourteen 
years  Bince  I  haunted  it.  "  Bundles  of  hop 
poles"  !  Why,  bless  my  soul!  at  the  time  I  am 
thinking  of  I  don't  think  more  than  three  rods  at 
most  ever  foregathered  at  Deal  at  the  same  time ; 
and  as  to  December  fishing,  the  wielder  of  a  rod 
at  the  end  of  that  month  would  have  been  re- 
garded as  a  lunatic.  I  think  I  was  the  sole 
fisherman  in  those  days  that  ever  attempted  the 
feat,  and  braved  the  local  opinion  that  ended  fish- 
ing in  November ;  but  I  was  richly  rewarded  many 
a  time  for  prolonging  my  stay  into  the  bleak 
season.  I  remember  once  taking  twenty-two  good 
pollack  (two  of  61b.  each)  one  afternoon,  the  only 
other  person  on  the  pier  being  a  grave  and  digni- 
fied parson,  whose  eyes  brightened  at  my  first 
fish,  who  approached  nearer  at  my  second,  and 
who,  casting  aside  his  staid  demeanour  at  my 
third,  seized  my  landing  net,  and,  skipping  down 
the  steps,  did  gillie  for  me  for  the  rest  of  the 
catch.  How  he  enjoyed  it,  good  man,  and  it  was 
fast  and  furious  fun  while  it  lasted.  No  sooner 
had  my  large  white  fly  touched  the  water  than  it 
was  taken,  and,  as  Deal  men  know,  you  must 
hold  'em  from  the  piles.  Fortunately  I  had  a 
heavy,  long  salmon  rod,  and  was  able  to  do  the 
trick. 

But  it  was  not  to  write  of  old  times  at  Deal 
that  I  took  up  my  pen,  but  of  a  subject  much 
neglected  in  sea  fishing,  I  fancy,  in  spite  of  the 
ever  growing  awakening  to  the  fact  that  the  use 
of  fine  tackle  is  as  well  repaid  in  salt  as  in  fresh 
water  fishing.    I  allude  to  ground-bait. 

What  coarse  fisherman  neglects  the  baiting  of 
his  swim,  yet  how  seldom  is  it  practised  by  the 
sea  angler  ?  Yet  sea  fish  have  their  haunts  and 
swims  like  their  fresh  water  brothers.  The  bass 
especially  is  a  most  conservative  fish,  and  has  his 
regular  line  of  march  every  tide.  Yet  he  is  so 
cunning  he  is  seldom  caught,  except  in  certain 
places  like  Plymouth  and  a  few  others,  and  so  he 
is  not  supposed  to  exist  in  this  or  that  sea  fishing 
quarter.  Yet  he  is  there,  believe  me,  only  you 
must  feed  him,  and  fish  for  him  with  as  much 
care  and  nearly  as  fine  tackle  as  you  would  for  a 
Thames  barbel. 

My  lines  have  been  cast  now  for  many  years 
in  foreign  countries,  and  whenever  I  have  been 
within  reach  of  the  sea  I  have  fished.  Foreign 
fishermen,  professionals  I  mean  (amateurs  are 
very  rare) — of  course,  I  don't  allude  to  those  good 
people  who  sit  for  hours  at  the  end  of  a  long 
bamboo  just  to  enjoy  the  sun,  but  amateurs  who 
know  much  more  about  it  than  the  professionals 
— use  the  heavy  clumsy  tackle,  beloved  of  our 
own  coast  fishermen ;  yet,  unlike  these  latter,  they 
can  and  do  catch  fish  when  the  water  is  clear. 
Why  ?    Simply  because  they  use  ground-bait. 

They  have,  of  course,  this  advantage— the  oily 
sardine,  the  prince  of  baits,  they  have  always 
with  them,  either  fresh  or  salted,  and,  I  may 
add,  stinking,  but  as  a  ground-bait  he  is  all  the 
better  for  this.  French,  Italians,  Spanish,  and 
Portuguese,  they  one  and  all  use  him,  and  no 
fisherman  thinks  of  beginning  work  off  the  rocks, 
or  beach,  or  harbour  mouth,  as  the  case  may  be,' 
without  first  throwing  in  many  large  balls  oi' 
pounded  sardine. 

Why  d°  not  these  go-ahead  members  of  the 
B.b.A.S.  use  sprats  in  this  way  ?  I  imagine  they 
would  make  an  excellent  substitute  for  the 
sardine,  and  I  am  convinced  they  would  take  bass 
even  at  poor  old  Deal,  amid  the  bundles  of  hop- 
poles.  There  used  to  be  bass  at  Deal,  and  at 
Dover  and  Folkestone  also ;  I  have  had  many. 

If  you  cannot  get  sprats  or  herrings,  green 
crabs  limpets,  all  odds  and  ends  of  sea  food, 
bruised  up  into  a  mass,  will  do;  lumps  of  potato 
or  bread— all  comes  in  handy,  only  use  plenty.  You 
need  not  be  afraid;  you  won't  over  feed  them. 
Ply  them  with  ground-bait,  and  from  far  out  and 
along  shore  fish  will  assuredly  find  their  way  to 
your  least.  The  little  chaps  first  will  scent  it  out, 
and  congregate  in  a  crowd  that  of  itself  shows  the 
passing  big  fish  that  something  good  is  goino-  and 
soon  you  will  get  a  tug  that  sends  your  "Wood 
coursing  if  you  be  a  real  enthusiast,  and  you  will 


find  a  big  bass  or  other  fish  sailing  out  to  sea,  and 
making  your  heart  quake  with  misgivings  as  to 
the  holding  capacity  of  your  reel,  which,  en  passant, 
I  may  remark,  should  take  130yds.  at  least — the 
first  rush  of  a  big  bass  is  no  mean  thing.  Con- 
stant ground-baiting  in  one  spot  soon  teach  the 
fish  to, come  there  regularly  with  every  flowing 
tide. 

I  have  time  and  again  selected  some  nook  on  the 
coast,  not  on  account  of  its  being  frequented  by 
fish,  but  because  it  was  sheltered,  bad  a  good 
bottom,  and  a  comfortable  place  to  throw  from — 
in  fact,  many  reasons  other  than  fish  would  pre- 
vail— and,  by  liberal  and  daily  ground-baiting, 
have  brought  the  fish  in  to  me,  and  kept  them 
there  as  long  as  I  fed  them.  Yet  would  I  be  often 
told  by  other  English  residents,  fishermen  some, 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  done  inshore. 

These  remarks  may  be  simply  so  much  wasted 
paper,  perhaps.  It  is  many  years  since  my  duties 
allowed  me  to  spend  any  time  at  home,  and  I  do 
not  know  how  far  advanced  the  sea  angler  of 
to-day  may  be  from  his  brother  of  twenty  years 
ago.  For  aught  I  know,  ground-bait  may  be  as 
freely  used  by  the  enlightened  clubbites  as  it  is  by 
the  foreign  fisherman;  and  "Ted"  (is  he  alive,  I 
wonder?)  may  sell  ground-bait  now  out  of  the 
tub  in  the  little  den  at  the  end  of  the  pier  at 
Deal,  as  he  used  to  sell  dead  lug  to  the  un- 
sophisticated fisherman  of  old — and  really,  there 
were  plenty  who  didn't  know  better. 

All  this  may  be,  but  I  doubt  it.  I  see  no  signs 
of  it  in  the  F.  G.,  though  I  notice  that  fine  tackle 
is  an  accepted  fact  now,  and  that  is  a  great  step 
from  the  old  hand-line  and  clumsy  spreaders. 

J ust  to  show  what  baiting  doe3,  last  winter  I 
was  at  a  town  on  the  south-west  coast  of  France. 
The  fishing  was  indifferent,  and  fish  small. 

I  selected  my  spot,  baited  daily  and  freely,  and 
soon  established  a  clientele,  whose  ranks  I  thinned 
by  means  of  a  salmon  gut  ledger  and  lugworm 
bait.  Bass,  dorade,  and  veron  were  the  quarry, 
and  they  varied  from  lib.  to  14lb.  weight.  I 
caught  several  hundred  fish  during  the  winter 
and  spring,  and  I  attribute  it  to  the  constant 
ground-baiting,  combined,  of  course,  with  fishing 
"  fine  and  far  off." 

There  are  places  where  the  tide  runs  so 
strongly  as  to  render  simple  ground-baiting  with 
balls  of  bait  impracticable. 

In  this  case  I  use  a  fine  meshed  bag  (with  a 
weight),  which  I  cram  with  bait  and  throw  in ;  the 
current  does  the  sorting  out,  and  when  you 
finish  you  haul  up  by  a  thin  line  and  save  your 
net  and  weight.  This  does  well  for  fishing  from 
a  pier,  and  once  using  it  in  Portugal,  an  octopus 
took  the  whole  concern,  and  walked  off  with  it, 
smashing  a  stoutish  line  like  thread  j  he  was  a 
big  fellow. 

Besides  attracting  fish,  ground-bait  gives  con- 
fidence, and  in  the  case  of  bass  is  invaluable  for 
this  alone.  Oyster. 


DINNER  TO  MR.  A.  NUTHALU,  J. P. 


The  committee  of  the  Thames  Angling  Pre- 
servation Society  have  invited  their  energetic 
president,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  to  a  com- 
plimentary dinner  in  the  new  and  elegant  Pisca- 
torial saloon,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  on 
Thursday,  Jan.  21,  to  commemorate  his  twenty- 
first  year  as  a  member  of  that  body,  and  to  mark 
their  appreciation  of  his  valuable  services.  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  will 
take  the  chair. 


THE    WIMBLEDON  TOURNAMENT. 


The  final  committee  meeting  of  the  Anglers' 
Tournament  took  place  at  the  Coffee  Pot  on 
Friday  last,  the  8th,  when  a  good  number  of  the 
committee  were  present.  The  hon.  sec.  reported 
that  all  the  outstanding  matters  had,  since  the 
last  meeting,  been  settled  satisfactorily,  with  the 
exception  of  the  dispute  between  the  late  hon. 
sec.  and  the  committee.  The  balance-sheet  was 
presented  and  passed,  and  a  gcod  balance  ap- 
portioned out  to  various  societies  in  the  interests  of 
angling;  further  particulars  of  which,  with  copy 
of  balance-sheet,  will  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette 
of  Jan.  23.        E.  F.  Goodwin,  Hon.  Sec. 

A.  W.  Parker,  Hon.  Treasurer. 
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IN  DOONE  LAND. 

"  Lorna.  Doone  ! "  Who  has  not  read  and 
revelled  in  that  greatest  of  all  the  fascinating 
works  by  the  master  hand  of  Blackmore,  and  has 
lost  the  opportunity  of  gathering  delight  from  its 
quaint  humour,  powerful  incident,  and  infinite 
pathos,  has  indeed  missed  one  of  the  greatest 
treats  of  modern  English  fiction ;  and  those 
anglers  who  have  made  a  holiday  angling  visit  to 
the  Doone-land  and  wot  not  of  Jan  Ridd  and 
Lorna,  of  Master  Huckaback  and  Ruth,  and  John 
Fry  and  Betty  Muxworthy,  and  all  the  varied 
characters  of  Blackmore's  masterpiece,  have,  all 
unconsciously,  by  their  npglect  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  history  of  these  worthy 
Somersetshire  folks  of  1673  deprived  themselves 
of  what  would  have  lent  a  keen  additional  zest  to 
their  holiday. 

There  is  one  question  which  is  always  put  to  a 
vi-itor  at  the  little  town  of  Dulverton,  sooner  or 
later,  and  that  is :  "  Have  you  read  '  Lorna 
Doone  ?  '  "  If  you  frankly  say  you  have  not,  there 
is  cast  at  you  a  glance  of  compassion  for  your 
understanding  and  culture  by  the  questioner ;  but 
if  you  are  an  enthusiastic  "  Doone-ist "  you  will 
find  that  people  are  almost  anxious  to  shake 


spring  night  found  us  clattering  up  in  an  hotel 
'bus  through  the  main  street  at  Dulverton. 

We  were  stiff,  tired,  and  sleepy  when  we  went 
to  bed  that  night,  but  chock  full  of  hope  in 
addition  to  our  usual  internal  economies  and 
certain  weird  liquors  brewed  of  malt.  As  hope 
deferred,  however,  has  a  malign  influence,  I 
determined  to  run  no  unnecessary  risks,  and  the 
first  flood  of  morning  sunshine  saw  me  up  and 
dressed  and  prospecting  along  the  banks  of  the 
beautiful  Barle,  finding  fresh  beauties  at  every 
turn  and  bend,  until  it  was  time  to  return  for 
breakfast.  After  that  important  item  in  the  day's 
programme,  we  had  our  lunch  packed,  slung  our 
creels,  set  up  our  rods,  and  started,  intent  on 
slaughter.  My  friend  was  a  comparative  novice 
at  fly  fishing  I  may  here  say — as  he  is  a  much 
smaller  man  than  myself,  I  feel  that  I  may  hint 
this  with  comparative  impunity,  and  moreover 
(more  shame  to  him),  he  does  not  take  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  so  is  not  likely  to  have  ocular  proof  of 
my  baseness  before  I  have  gently  prepared  him 
for  this  shock  with  something  strong  administered 
internally.  However,  novice  or  otherwise,  it  may 
here  frankly  be  confessed  that  it  made  small 
difference.  I  have  killed  scores  of  trout  and  dace 
with  the  fly  on  our  quiet  gliding  Norfolk  brooks 


among  the  troutlets  of  these  charming  rivers. 
Trout  which  can  barely  exceed  2oz.  or, 
at  most,  3oz.,  killed,  for  sale  at  the  hotels, 
&c.,  principally,  in  hundreds  and  hundreds 
during  the  season  because  "  they  are  fully 
matured  fish,  and  will  never  grow  bigger  !  "  No  ; 
they  will  never  grow  bigger.  Poor  little  beggars 
— did  they  ever  get  a  chance  ?  Let  anyone  inspect 
the  strictly  preserved  private  sections  of  these 
rivers,  especially  portions  of  the  Upper  Exe,  and 
note  the  fine, fat,  lusty  trout — half- pounders. three- 
quarter-pounders,  and  pounders — that  are  plenti- 
fully distributed  in  their  waters  uuder  exactly 
the  same  conditions,  save  one — that  of  preserva- 
tion ;  and  then  let  him,  if  he  can,  accept  with 
full  belief  this  old,  old,  convenient  dictum,  that 
these  Devon  and  Somerset  troutlets  never  do, 
cannot,  and  never  will  grow  heavier  than  }lb. ! 
This  is,  I  am  aware,  ticklish  ground  ;  but  this 
taking  of  undersized  troutlets,  and  the  extensive 
poaching  that  is  to  freely  carried  on  in  these 
districts,  is  a  serious  blot  on  south-western  front- 
ing, and  one  which  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  soon, 
before  too  late,  be  erased  from  the  otherwise  fair 
page  of  angling  in  Somerset  and  Devon.  Well 
might  "Liberia  "  (whose  charming  article  in  the 
Christmas   Number   of   the    Fishing    Gazette — 


hands  with  you  on  the  spot  to  give  vent  to  their 
feelings  of  satisfaction.  Blackmore  is  regarded 
almost  reverentially  at  the  worthy  and  charming 
town  of  Dulverton. 

A  certain  wise  old  English  saw  indicates  in 
homely  phrase  that  "  change  of  work  is  as  good 
as  a  holiday."  I  go  one  better  than  this,  and 
affirm  that  "change  of  holiday  is  doubly  a 
holiday."  And  an  angling  chum  of  mine  and 
myself  being  of  the  same  opinion  in  this  con- 
nection, put  the  above  proposition  to  the  test, 
and  received  good  and  sufficient  proof  of  the 
truth  thereof,  by  journeying,  in  the  springtime  of 
that  now  defunct  year  of  grace,  1896,  to  the 
banks  of  the  Barle  at  Dulverton.  Though  our 
native  broads  and  rivers,  with  their  quiet  and 
placid  beauty  just  donning  the  dress  of  spring, 
and  their  inducements  in  the  shape  of  sailing, 
rowing,  and  unlimited  y.oach  and  bream,  and 
rudd  fishing,  with  a  day  or  two  on  private  trout 
streams  thrown  in  as  an  extra  relish,  had  hitherto 
held  holiday  attractions  too  strong  to  be  resisted, 
we  at  length  succumbed  to  a  yet  stronger  fascina- 
tion. We  read  and  re-read  "  Lorna  L^oone  ;  "  we 
gazed  on  photographs  of  beautiful  west  Somerset; . 
we  held  councils  of  war;  gazed  at  our  fly  rods  and 
tackle ;  consulted  time  tables  and  advertisements ; 
and  the  result  was  that  a  certain  dark,  cloudy 


and  streams,  but  (and  here  I  wish  to  sound  a  note 
of  warning  to  fly  fishers  who  have  only  fished 
such  comparatively  quiet  running  streams  as  I 
refer  to  above)  it  is  a  very  different  matter 
flyfishing  on  the  Barle  or  similar  rivers.  The 
Barle  teems  with  trout  at  and  above  Dulverton, 
but  after  careful  inquiries,  comparison  of 
catches,  and  watching  the  local  anglers  at  work, 
I  was  forced  to  the  painful  conclusion  that,  like 
the  dialect,  the  making  of  heavy  baskets  was, 
almost  without  exception,  the  exclusive  prerogative 
of  the  "  natives."  Among  the  visitors  were  many 
excellent  anglers,  one  of  them,  indeed,  being  one 
of  the  best  fly  fishers  in  England,  but  they  did 
little  on  the  Barle^veiy  little  indeed  compared 
with  what  they  couhl  probably  have  done  on 
familiar  waters,  and  with  what  the  average  local 
fisherman  could  average  daily.  That  the  fish  arc 
there  is  almost  daily  evidenced  by  the  fine  baskets 
of  trout  brought  in  by  the  before  mentioned 
•'natives,'"  although  it  is  true  that  the  fish  are 
small  four  to  the  pound  being  a  good  average, 
balf-poundera  by  no  means  frequent,  and  a  pound 
fish  regarded  as  a  capture  worthy  of  note.  And 
in  this  connection,  even  at  the  risk  of  drawing 
down  on  my  devote^  head  a  torrent  of  indignation 
from  south-west  country  anglers,  it  is  perfectly 
harrowing  to  see  the  havoc  that  is  daily  wrought 


j  instinct  with  appreciation  of  natural  beauties, 
|  and  the  spirit  of  a  true  angler — I  read  with 
infinite  pleasure,  only  regretting  ite  brevity)  1>« 
tempted  to  aftirin  that  fronting  in  Devon  docs  not 
exist. 

However,  it  may  be  admitted  that  if  one  uses 
weapons  commensurate  with  the  size  of  tin*  quarry 
sought,  it  is  dainty  work  lighting  in  the  sticklcH 
and  rapids  of  rivers  like  the  Kxe  and  Marie  with 

I  these  game  little  jib.  trout, and  there  is  not  much 
harm  in  keeping  three  or  four  of  them  for  a  relish 
to  your  tea  or  breakfast  at  one's  hotel.  An  most 
anglers  are  interested  in  hearing  of  the  tackle 
employed,  when  naling  fishing  articles,  1  may 
not  be  too  minute  in  Haying  that  1  UHod  a  two- 
pi.  ,e  balance- handle  !'ft.  I'rincesR  greenheart 
(about  Boz  ),  finest  size  Acme  line,  fluent  drawn 
gut  casts,  with  which  outfit  I  could  cover  the 
greater  part  of  the  water  without  wading;  and  for 
(lies,  Hlue  and  Ited  I'prights,  Half  Stone,  March 

Brown.  Red  I'ali  .and  a  small  Dun.    The  lllue 

I'pright  is  the  fly  everyone  there  Hwears  by  during 

•  the  early  months,  and  it  certainly  wan  that  which 
we  killed  nearly  all  our  fish  on.    Of  course,  all 

;  this  is  superfluous  to  west  country  and  Devon 
anglers,  but  it  may  possibly  l>«  of  interest  to 
others  strange  to  the  district.  Ceitninly  I  do  not 
think  I  should  care  to  use  the  equipment  of  one 
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angler  I  mot— a  heavy  split-cane  grilse  rod,  thick 
taper  line,  and  cased  np  in  enormous  waders 
Such  accoutrements,  as  "John  Bickerdyke  "  bo 
appropriately  puts  it,  are  "  offensive  to  one's  ideas 
of  proportion.  A  landing  net,  alas !  was  only 
too  unnecessary.  In  fact,  the  "  old  hands  "  rather 
damped  our  spirits  beforehand  by  telling  us  we 
should  not  want  one.  I  may  here,  perhaps,  say 
that  what  I  have  written  is  merely  a  record  of  the 
impressions  and  experiences  of  a  stranger  to  the 
district.  Whether  they  are  correct  ones  I  do  not 
undertake  to  say. 

Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  light  baskets  (we 
creeled  about  forty  odd  trout  in  a  week,  and 
missed  a  few  hundred  owing  to  being  deficient  in 
tin1  peculiarity  of  the  "  touch  "  possessed  to  such 
perfection  by  those  reprehensible  natives — one 
rarely  "sees"  a  rise  in  the  Barle  —  it  is  all 
"  knack,"  and  you  won't  be  truly  and  entirely 
happy  till  you  get  it),  we  enjoyed  ourselves 
vastly  at  that  good  town  of  Dulverton.  We 
caught  enough  trout  for  breakfast  and  tea  some- 
timcs,  and  when  we  didn't,  we  could  buy  them, 
and  try  hard  to  imagine  we  had  caught  them. 
We  had  such  long  tramps  through  deep  wooded 
combes  and  over  breezy  hillsides  ;  such  delightful 
evening  strolls  after  tea  by  the  side  of  the 
foaming,  gurgling,  splashing  Barle,  when  the  sun 
went  down  redly  in  the  west,  the  wind  died  down, 
and  the  twilight  deepened  into  dusk,  as  the 
thrushes  far  up  in  the  copses  on  the  towering 
hillsides  sung  their  lullaby  to  the  world  as  it 
gently  sunk  to  sleep ;  such  cosy  evenings  in  the 
smoking  room  of  the  "  Lion,"  with  as  jovial  and 
hearty  lot  of  fellow  anglers  as  one  can  meet ;  such 
pleasant  Intercourse  with  the  good  Dulvertonians, 
that  we  were  very  sorry  when  the  last  morning 
came,  and  after  rushing  out  to  have  a  last  "  cast 
below  the  town,  it  was  time  to  pack  up  and  go, 
and  within  five  hours  we  were  roaring  into 
Paddington,  and  Dulverton  and  the  Doone  land 
lay  far  in  the  west,  and  were  all  to  us  among  the 
things  that  have  been. 

And  I  feel  sure  that,  whether  the  basket  be 
heavy  or  light,  no  one  who  is  an  angler  in  all  the 
best  interpretations  of  the  word,  will  ever  regret 
spending  a  springtide  holiday  amidst  the  brawling 
rivers,  lovely  wooded  valleys,  deep  combes  and 
hills  of  the  land  of  Lorna  Doone. 

C.  H.  Taylor. 


POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS. 


_  Undoubtedly  the  chief  factor  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  fisheries  and  angling  streams,  and  the 
great  diminution  in  fish  life  in  this  country,  is 
the  shameful  pollution  caused  by  discharges  of 
poisonous  and  deleterious  matter  from  mills, 
manufactories,  ic,  and  sewage.  Lately  we  have 
had  several  actions-at-law  against  pollution,  and 
verdicts  in  favour  of  complainants.  One  very 
important  case  was  won  by  the  True  Waltonian 
Angling  Society  against  the  contractor  of  the 
new  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Rail- 
way line  to  London,  who  destroyed  the  spawning 
beds  by  gravel  washings  and  other  discharges 
into  the  complainants'  fishery  on  the  Colne  at 
Rickmansworth.  From  the  result  of  this  and 
other  recent  cases,  it  seems — indeed  it  has  been 
proved — that  the  present  Pollution  Acts  are 
adequate  to  all  the  circumstances  and  conditions 
of  pollution,  and  to  be  successful  against  polluters, 
be  they  whom  they  may,  requires  but  a  good  case 
and  funds  to  carry  it  through.  The  want  of 
capital,  however,  to  fight  a  case  is  often  the 
chief  stumbling  blcck,  and  an  action  not  being 
brought  often  results  in  the  pollution  going 
from  bad  to  worse,  until  not  a  fish  will  live  in 
the  affected  stream,  which  gradually,  but  surely, 
is  depleted,  and  from  its  once  crystal  pureness 
degenerates  and  become  nothing  more  nor  less 
than  an  open  sewer,  and  a  danger  to  the  life  of 
humanity  wherever  it  flows.  On  these  grounds 
alone— the  public  health  and  safety— our  county 
councils,  sanitary  authorities,  and  municipal 
bodies  ought  to  be  the  proper  and  invariable 
preventers  of,  and  prosecutors  for,  pollution. 
The  following  extracts  on  pollution,  from  tie 
"  American  and  English  Encyclopaedia  of  Law," 
vail  be  useful  and  interesting  reading  to  owners 
of  fishing  rights  and  waters : 

'•The  right  of  every  owner  of  land  through 
which  a  stream  of  water  flows,  to  have  the  same 
flow  m  its  natural  state,  extends  to  the  quality  as 


well  as  the  quantity  of  the  water,  and,  therefore, 
one  who  pollutes  or  contaminates  water  may  be 
liable  to  those  injured  thereby;  and  a  court  of 
equity  will  interfere  by  injunction  to  restrain  such 
use  as  will  cause  an  irreparable  injury,  or  en- 
danger the  complainants  rights  by  adverse 
possession  if  continued.  The  fact  that  there  are 
other  sources  of  pollution,  or  that  there  are 
many  other  persons  committing  the  same  sort  of 
nuisance,  is  no  reason  why  a  particular  cause  or 
source  shall  not  be  restrained.  One  who  is  not 
effected  by  the  pollution  may  not  complain  of  the 
injury." 

"It  is  not  every  pollution  of  a  stream  which 
will  render  a  riparian  owner  liable  for  injuries 
arising  therefrom,  or  which  a  court  of  equity  will 
restrain  ;  the  standard  of  reasonable  use  is  to  be 
applied  to  the  use  resulting  in  the  corruption  of 
the  stream,  as  the  right  of  one  proprietor  to  have 
the  stream  flow  in  its  natural  state  must  yield  in 
a  reasonable  degree  to  the  right  of  the  upper 
proprietor,  whose  use  for  legitimate  purposes 
may  tend  to  make  the  water  more  or  less  impure. 
No  action  will  lie  for  the  pollution  of  a  stream 
caused  by  the  natural  and  ordinary  use  of  a 
watercourse,  as,  for  instance,  the  pollution  of  a 
stream  by  the  usual  impurities  flowing  from 
streets,  or  by  the  maintenance  and  operation  of 
mills  and  factories  adapted  to  the  stream,  for 
running  streams  cannot  be  used  for  commercial 
and  manufacturing  purposes,  and  retain  their 
pristine  clearness  and  purity." 

"  Pollution  by  Mills. — A  frequent  ground 
of  action  arises  from  the  operation  of  mills  and 
factories,  the  refuse  from  which  poisons,  corrupts, 
and  renders  unwholesome  the  waters  of  a  stream, 
or  in  some  other  way  impairs  its  usefulness.  The 
deposit  of  dye  stuffs,  whereby  a  stream  is  polluted 
or  discoloured ;  the  discharge  of  poisonous  and 
coiTOsive  substances  into  a  stream,  whereby  the 
machinery  of  lower  riparian  owners  has  been 
injured;  emptying  offensive  matter  from  tan 
yards,  and  a  deposit  of  sawdust,  waste,  or  refuse 
from  mills,  to  the  injury  of  lower  proprietors, 
have  been  held  to  be  actionable,  and  proper 
grounds  for  an  injunction." 

"Discharge  of  Sewage. — A  riparian  pro- 
prietor who  pollutes  a  stream  by  an  unreasonable 
discharge  of  sewage,  to  the  injury  and  incon- 
venience of  lower  riparian  owners,  is  liable  in 
damages  therefor.  If  a  municipal  corporation, 
in  the  absence  of  legal  right  so  to  do,  causes 
sewage  to  pollute  a  watercourse,  to  the  use  of 
which  a  lower  landowner  through  whose  premises 
it  passes  is  entitled,  it  is  guilty  of  a  nuisance,  for 
which  damages  may  be  recovered.  A  city  may 
not  use  a  private  mill  race,  located  outside  of  the 
corporate  limits,  as  an  outlet  to  its  sewage,  to 
the  injury  of  the  proprietor,  without  making 
proper  compensation.  And  although  a  city  may, 
without  incurring  liability,  use  the  water  of  a 
stream  for  the  purpose  of  emptying  sewers  into 
it,  when  authorised  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  in  its  discretion  for  the  proper  drainage 
of  the  city,  it  may  be  held  responsible  if  the ' 
pollution  complained  of  arises  from  the  faulty 
construction  or  unreasonable  use  of  the  sewers. 
The  rule,  as  stated  by  an  eminent  authority,  is 
that, '  If  a  sewer  in  any  place  is  so  constructed 
by  the  municipal  authorities  as  to  cause  a  positive 
and  direct  invasion  of  the  plaintiff's  private 
property,  as  by  collecting  and  throwing  upon  it, 
to  his  damage,  water  and  sewage  which  would  not 
otherwise  have  flowed  and  found  its  way  there, 
the  corporation  is  liable.'  " 

"  Mining  Operations. — A  mine  owner  can- 
not, in  the  operation  of  his  works,  or  in  the 
development  and  enjoyment  of  his  property, 
infringe  upon  the  rights  of  others  by  discharging 
refuse  from  Ir's  mines  into  running  streams, 
destroying  their  usefulness  to  other  riparian 
owners.  But  in  Pennsylvania,  U.S.A.,  in  view  of 
the  great  industrial  interests  which  would  be 
hampered  by  any  other  doctrine,  it  is  held  that 
the  primary  or  domestic  uses  are  subservient  to 
the  right  of  a  mine  owner  to  use  the  stream  in 
the  development  of  his  property." 

"Other  Causes.— The  pollution  of  running 
waters  is  occasioned  frequently  by  the  main- 
tenance of  slaughter  houses  thereon,  and  the 
keeping  of  large  cattle  stables  or  hog  pens,  and 
when,  in  such  cases,  it  is  injurious  to  the  public 
health  or  to  the  rights  of  individuals,  the  same 
will  be  restrained,  and  damages  can  be  recovered 
as  for  a  nuisance."  J.  D, 
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[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Mcors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  deatlij 
Ac,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette. j 
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INVERNESS-SHIRE  (continued). 

RIVERS  OP  SOUTH  UIST. 

The  Howmore. — A  capital  river  for  sea  trout 
and  bull  trout.  It  rises  in  the  glen  between  Ben- 
more  and  Corrodale,  and,  after  flowing  through 
some  small  lochs,  falls  into  the  Atlantic.  It 
belongs  to  Lady  Cathcart,  and  is  preserved.  The 
bull  trout  weigh  from  31b.  to  151b.,  and  as  many 
as  seventeen  large  ones  have  been  got  by  one  rod 
in  a  day  there.  The  sport  is  especially  good  after 
heavy  rains  or  high  tides.  The  nearest  inn  is  at 
Loch  Boisdale,  fourteen  miles  off,  and  there  is  an 
inn  at  Creagorry,  in  Benbecula,  about  as  distant. 
The  rod  season  of  the  Harris  rivers  is  from 
Feb.  25  to  Oct.  31.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Glasgow 
or  Oban ;  thence  by  weekly  steamer  to  Loch 
Boisdale ;  thence  hire,  fourteen  miles. 

The  Koglas  flows  out  of  Loch  Nascerabh. 
and  falls  into  the  Atlantic  after  a  run  of  about 
half  a  mile.  It  yields  good  sport.  There  are 
both  sea  and  river  trout  in  it,  and  the  former 
often  run  from  31b.  to  81b.  Inn  accommodation 
at  Loch  Boisdale,  about  eight  miles  off.  Route  : 
Same  as  Loch  Kildonan,  which  see. 

Smaller  Streams. — There  are  a  number  of 
smaller  streams,  all  yielding  trout  to  some  extent. 

Island  of  Barra. 

Lying  in  the  ocean  south  of  South  Uist  are  a 
group  of  over  twenty  islands,  about  the  half  of 
which  are  inhabited ;  the  largest  is  Barra,  about 
twelve  miles  long  by  about  four  broad — the  rest 
are  much  smaller.  Barra  belongs  to  Lady  Cath- 
cart. A  good  hotel,  the  coffee  room  of  which  can 
dine  about  seventy  guests,  has  been  built  at 
Castle  Bay,  near  Castle  Chisamil,  the  ancient 
seat  of  the  Macneils  of  Barra.  There  are  three 
lochs  in  the  island  which  yield  good  sport,  and 
are  reserved  for  visitors  staying  at  the  hotel. 
The  proprietor  of  the  hotel  can  give  permission  to 
shoot  sea  fowl  along  the  shores  and  adjoining 
islands,  and  rabbit  shooting  all  over  the  island. 
The  other  and  smaller  islands  are  chiefly  interest- 
ing from  the  prodigious  number  of  kittiwakes, 
puffins,  auks,  and  guillemots  which  frequent 
them.  Those  who  have  not  seen  the  lesser 
Hebrides  can  scarcely  form  an  idea  of  the  im- 
mense numbers  of  these  birds.  The  islanders 
derive  a  plentiful  supply  of  food  by  robbing  the 
nests  of  eggs,  and  also  by  eating  the  young  ones, 
while  the  feathers  of  the  old  ones  are  saleable 
commodities.  Route :  By  rail  to  Oban  ;  thence 
by  mail  steamer  which  leaves  every  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday  for  Barra.  The  Dunara 
Castle  leaves  Glasgow  every  Thursday,  and  Oban 
every  Friday,  reaching  Castle  Bay  (the  Port  of 
Barra)  in  about  nine  hours  from  Oban. 

Island  of  St.  Kilda.- 

Of  the  far-off  island  of  St.  Kilda, 
Whoso  lonely  race 
Resign  the  setting  sun  to  Indian  worlds, 

Macculloch  says,  "  The  air  is  full  of  feathered  ani- 
mals, the  sea  is  covered  with  them,  the  houses  are 
ornamented  by  them,  the  ground  is  speckled  with 
them  like  a  flowery  meadow  in  May,  the  women  look 
like  feathered  Mercuries,  for  their  shoes  are  made 
of  a  gannet's  skin,  everything  smells  of  feathers." 
St.  Kilda  is  far  out  on  the  bosom  of  the  broad 
Atlantic,  eighty  miles  west  of  the  Butt  of  Lews, 
and  belongs  to  Macleod  of  M&cleod.  Boats  to 
visit  it  can  be  got  at  Obbe,  in  the  Island  of  Harris, 
but  it  is  a  journey  that  few  but  sailors  would 
care  to  make  in  a  small  boat.  Some  steamers 
from  Glasgow  visit  it  during  the  summer  months. 
The  place  is  extremely  interesting  in  many 
respects.  There  are  about  seventy  or  eighty 
inhabitants,  whose  habits,  as  may  be  readily 
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believed,  are  of  the  most  primitive  kind.  The 
cliffs,  which  beat  back  the  whole  force  of  the 
Atlantic,  are  of  stupendous  height.   One  of  them, 
Conachar,  is  about  1300ft.  high,  and  cut  down 
almost   perpendicularly  to    the    water's  edge. 
"  Here  wildfowl  catching  is,"  says  Messrs.  Ander- 
son, in  their  excellent  "  Guide  to  the  Highlands," 
"the  favourite  pursuit,  and  it  is  practised  in 
various  ways.     Each  fowling  party  consists  of 
four  persons,  and  each  party  has  at  least  one  rope, 
about  thirty  fathoms  long,  of  a  three-fold  cord  of 
strong  raw  cowhide  prepared  for  the  purpose,  or 
of  horsehair,  and  it  is  covered  with  dressed  sheep- 
skin to  protect  it  from  the  rocks.    Such  a  rope  is 
the  most  valued  article  of  property — is  made  the 
subject  of  testament,  and  forms  a  dowry  for  a 
daughter.     The  fowler  at  times  descends  the 
cliffs  suspended  by  the  rope,  which  two  or  three 
persons  hold  above.    The  person  capturing  the 
birds  has  a  piece  of  wood  or  branch  similar  to  a 
common  fishing  rod,  to  the  end  of  which  there  is 
a  piece  of  hair-line  about  1ft.  in  length,  formed 
into  a  running  noose,  which  he  places  over  the 
head  of  the  bird,  and,  by  pulling  it  towards  him, 
the  noose  tightens  upon  the  bird's  neck,  which  he 
then  unfastens,  and  takes  in  another.    Or  linked 
together  into  couples,  each  having  the  end  of  the 
cord  fastened  about  his  waist,  they  clamber  along 
the  face  of  the  precipices.     When  one  is  in 
motion,  the  other  plants  himself  on  a  strong  shelf, 
and  takes  care  to  have  so  sure  a  footing  that, 
should  his  fellow-adventurer  make  a  false  step,  he 
may  be  able  to  arrest  his  headlong  career.  When 
one  has  arrived  at  a  safe  landing,  he  seats  himself 
firmly,  while  the  other  endeavours  to  follow.  The 
solan  geese  are  taken  in  great  numbers  at  night, 
and  the  mode  of  their  capture  is  peculiar.  By 
their  daily  exertions  in  quest  of  their  finny  prey, 
to  get  a  proper  view  of  which  the  bird  rises  high 
in  the  air,  they  are  disposed  to  sleep  soundly,  and 
roost  in  large  flocks,  over  which  one  stands 
sentinel.    The  islanders,  aware  from  the  play  of 
the  fish  during  the  day  where  the  birds  will  betake 
themselves  to  rest,  let  themselves  down  the  cliff 
in  their  neighbourhood  in  profound  silence.  The 
fowler  has  a  white  towel  round  his  breast,  and 
calmly  glides  along  till  he  comes  in  view  of  the 
sentinel.  He  then  gently  moves  forward  on  hands 
and  feet,  creeping  very  silently  up  to  the  sentinel 
bird,  from  whose  croak  he  knows  whether  to 
advance  or  retire.    The  fowler  is  said  then  very 
gently  to  tickle  one  of  the  bird's  legs,  which  he 
lifts  and  places  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  and  the 
other  in  like  manner.     He  then  imperceptibly 
moves  it  to  the  first  sleeping  bird,  which  he 
pushes  with  his  finger,  on  which,  thus  rudely  dis 
turbed  in  its  slumbers,  it  immediately  falls 
a-fighting  with  the  sentinel.     This  alarms  the 
others ;  but,  instead  of  flying  away,  they  all  set 
fighting  pell-mell  with  one  another,  while  the 
common  enemy  unsuspected  twists  their  necks 
with  all  expedition.    It  is  said  that  1200  have 
been  disposed  of  in  this  way  by  a  single  party  in 
the  course  of  a  night."    The  proprietor  sends  a 
vessel  there  three  times  a  year,  and  excursions  are 
now  made  from  Glasgow  two  or  three  times  in 
the  course  of  the  summer.    It  is  disgraceful  that 
the  Post  Office  has  not  regular  communication 
with  St.  Kilda  all  the  year  round. 

KINCARDINESHIRE. 

There  are  no  lochs  worth  speaking  of  in  this 
county,  with  the  exception  of  the  Loch  of  Park, 
in  the  parish  of  Drumoak,  a  fine  sheet  of  water 
containing  upwards  of  100  acres.  It  contains 
pike,  perch,  and  eels,  and  affords  excellent  wild- 
fowl shooting.  It  is  about  two  miles  from  Park 
Station.  The  trouting  streams  of  the  county  are 
also  few,  and  of  comparatively  small  account. 
There  is  good  shooting  in  various  parts  of  the 
county.  Below  are  notes  on  some  of  the  chief 
streams. 

Rivers  of  Kincardineshire. 
The  Bervie  rises  in  the  parish  of  Fordoun  on 
the  estate  of  Glenfarquhar,  which  it  bounds  for 
several  miles,  till  it  .enters  the  Glenbervie 
property.  It  falls  into  the  sea  a  little  north  of 
Inverbervie.  It  has  a  course  of  about  fourteen 
miles,  and  belongs  to  the  trustees  of  the  late  Lord 
Arbuthnpt ;  Dr.  Johnston,  of  Kair ;  Mr.  Badenaoh 
Nicolson,  of  Glenbervie  ;  and  the  tnjstees  of  Mr. 
Farquharson,  of  Glenfarquhar,  who  preserve  it.; 
but  the' two  latter  sometimes  give  leave  to  fish. 
The  § eople  of  Bervie  can  fish  as  far  as  the  limits 


of  the  burgh  extend,  but  it  is  not  a  long  stretch 
of  water.  If  the  Bervie  were  properly  looked 
after,  it  would  be  one  of  the  finest  trouting 
streams  in  this  part  of  Scotland.  It  contains 
trout,  sea  trout,  and  occasionally  salmon  and 
grilse,  and  yields  good  sport.  The  river  has  been 
improved  by  the  weir  at  Bervie  Mills  having  been 
altered  to  allow  salmon  to  ascend.  The  trout  run 
up  to  lib.  in  weight,  but  most  of  them  are  very 
much  smaller  than  that.  Rod  season :  Feb.  25  to 
Oct.  31.  Route :  By  rail  to  Fordoun ;  thence 
walk  half  a  mile. 

The  Carron  rises  in  Glenbervie,  and  falls  into 
the  German  Ocean  at  Stonehaven.  It  is  some 
nine  miles  long,  and  belongs  chiefly  to  Mr.  Duff, 
of  Fetteresso,  whose  leave  to  fish  it  is  necessary. 
The  trout  are  small  but  numerous,  and  the  sport 
is  good.  Delightful  scenery.  Route  :  By  rail  to 
Stonehaven ;  thence  hire  four  miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Perthshire  (continued). 

Bridge  of  Earn  is  a  nicely  situated  village 
about  five  miles  from  Perth,  and  it  is  a  station  on 
the  North  British  Railway.  The  Moncrieff  Arms 
Hotel  affords  accommodation,  and  the  waters 
mentioned  under  Perth  (which  see)  can  be  con- 
veniently fished  from  it.  There  are  several 
medicinal  springs  of  high  repute  at  Bridge  of 
Earn.  4 

Bridge  of  Lochay  is  within  a  mile  of  Killin, 
which  is  a  station  on  the  Caledonian  Railway. 
It  is  very  prettily  situated.  Visitors  can  fish 
Loch  Tay  and  the  Lochay. 

Callander  is  a  very  pretty  Highland  village 
amid  lovely  scenery,  and  is  a  station  on  the 
Callander  and  Oban  section  of  the  Caledonian 
Railway.  It  is  greatly  frequented  in  the  summer 
time,  and  there  is  good  fishing  to  be  got.  Visitors 
can  fish  Loch  Achray ;  Loch  Katrine,  ten  miles 
off;  Lake  of  Menteith,  six  miles  off;  Loch  Lub 
naig,  four  miles  off ;  Loch  Vennachar,  two  miles 
off ;  Loch  Drunkie ;  Loch  Ard ;  and  the  Teith. 

Comrie  is  a  nice  Highland  village,  about  six 
miles  from  Crieff,  and  it  is  a  station  on  the 
Caledonian  Railway.  The  whole  district  is  lovely. 
Visitors  can  fish  the  Earn,  the  Almond,  Loch 
Monzievaird,  the  Barbhic,  the  Lednoch,  the 
Shaggy,  and  the  Turret. 

Coupar  Angus  is  a  small  town  about  twelve 
miles  north  of  Perth,  in  a  rich  agricultural 
district  of  the  county.  Visitors  can  fish  the  Isla. 

Crianlarich  is  a  station  on  the  Callander  and 
Oban  section  of  the  Caledonian  Railway,  and  it  is 
also  a  station  on  the  West  Highland  Railway.  It 
is  situated  amid  splendid  Highland  scenery 
Crianlarich  Hotel  is  close  to  the  station,  and 
visitors  can  fish  Loch  Dochart,  Loch-na-Beie,  and 
the  Fillan. 

(To  be  continued.) 


HIS  LAST  GRAYLING. 


It  was  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  that  1  saw 
the  thin  military  figure  of  the  old  man  fishinf 
carefully  and  slowly  below  the  ancient  one  arc 
stone  bridge  that  spans  the  river  near  the  village 
The  river  had  fined  down  and  was  in  excellent 
trim  for  grayling  fishing,  and  the  reach  where  he 
was  at  work  is  a  favourite  winter  resort  of  this 
sporting  fish.  Through  a  break  in  the  woodlands 
we  get  a  glimpse  of  the  snow-covered  moorlands, 
the  upper  hills  and  higher  peaks  being  enveloped 
in  a  thin  grey  mist,  whilst  a  haze  hangs  over  the 
fir  plantations  on  the  hillsides.  Under  foot  the 
snow  lay  crisp  and  sparkling  in  the  occasional 
gleams  of  winter  sunshine  which  flashes  on  the 
river,  and  lights  up  the  big  allotments  divided  by 
thin  grey  lines  of  stone  walls  that  run  upwards 
towards  the  wide  open  moorlands  that  stretch 
away  for  miles.  The  margin  of  the  river  is  coated 
with  projecting  patches  of  ice  that  form  an 
irregular  fringe  to  the  running  water,  whilst  the 
lower  branches  of  alder  and  water  laved  willow 
are  encrusted  with  a  casing  of  solid  ice.  On  the 
qpposite  side  the  river  is  overshadowed  by  bare 
gaunt,  elm  trees,  with  the  now  deserted  nests  of 
the  rooks,  slightly  swaying  in  the  breeze.  The 


grey  lichen  covered  Norman  chinch  stands  boldly 
outlined  against  the  white  background  of  snow, 
covered    fields,  and  its   walled-in  inclosure  is 
studded  with  silent  memorials  of  generations  of 
bye-gone  dalesmen.     Still  the  old  man  fishes 
steadily  down  stream,  with  eyes  keenly  intent  on 
the  movements  of  a  tiny  red  cork  float  no  bigger 
than  a  hazel  nut  that  rides  buoyantly  on  the 
stream.    A  sudden  stoppage  of  the  cork,  followed 
by  an  imperceptible  twist  of  the  wrist,  and  the 
split  cane  is  bent  nearly  double  as  the  grayling 
feels  the  prick  of  steel,  and  makes  a  mad  rush  for 
liberty.  Fight  as  he  will,  and  gamely,  too.  he  does 
struggle,  all  is  of  no  avail,  and  slowly  but  surely 
he  is  brought  within  reach  of  the  long  handled 
landing  net.  and  a  bright  silvery  \ -pounder  is 
added  to  the  two  brace  of  fish  already  in  the 
basket.     "Swimming  the   worm"  is  a  deadly 
method  of  grayling  fishing  in  Yorkshire  streams, 
and  to  fish  successfully  down  stream  with  the 
finest  of  tackle,  and  a  well  scoured  red  worm  on  a 
wire  hook,  is  no  mean  test  of  an  angler's  skill.  A 
fresh  worm  is  deftly  threaded  on  the  hook,  and 
the  old  man  fishes  every  likely  spot  of  water,  the 
sunshine  flashing  and  glistening  on  his  rod  as  l:e 
casts  his  tiny  bait  now  here,  and  now  there,  in  the 
stream.     Surely  that  was  another  rise !    M  irk 
how  quickly  comes  the  strike,  performed  almost 
automatically  at  every  stoppage  of  the  tloat  on 
its  downward  course,  and  yet  methinks  he  hardly 
fishes  this  reach  so  carefully  as  I  have  seen  him 
do  it.    He  has  aged  a  good  deal  too,  and  there  is 
a  more  decided  bend  in  the  shoulders,  and  deeper 
lines  in  the  brow  than  before  a  certain  day  in 
early  spring,  when  the  birds  were  singing  their 
love  songs,  the  hedgerows  were  studded  with  wild 
flowers,  and  the  trees  full  of  bursting  buds,  whilst 
from  the  thatched  cottage  of  the  old  pensioner 
a  dreary  procession  wended  its  way  to  the  Norman 
church  where  now  rests  all  that  he  held  dearest  on 
earth.    Is  it  that  the  ring  of  the  skates  on  the  ice- 
covered  water  meadows,  and  the  softened  laughter 
of  girlish  voices,  or  the  boisterous  shouts  of  the 
hockey  players  strike  a  discordant  note  as  they 
come  wafted  to  his  ears  ?    Then  suddenly  from 
out  of  the  square  belfry  comes  the  harsh,  muffled 
sound  of  the  bell  telling  of  one  more  gone  to  his 
rest ;  and  although  the  voices  of  the  merry  party 
in  the  meadows  are  still  heard  during  the  intervals 
of  the  dull  clang  of  the  bell,  the  afternoon  seems 
to  be  colder  and  more  cheerless.    Certain  it  is 
that  in  a  strangely  careless,  saddened  manner  the 
old  angler  fishes  on  to  the  end  of  the  stream, 
roused  once  into  a  momentary  enthusiasm  as  he 
succeeds  after  a  hard  fight  in  adding  another 
beautifully  shaped  fish    in   the  very   pink  of 
condition  to  his  basket.  The  dull  apathy  succeeds, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  stream  he  wearily  reels  up. 
detaches  the  couple  of  yards  of  fine  drawn  gut 
with  the  tiny  float  and  slowly  winds  it  round  his 
hat.  takes  down  the  split  cane,  empties  his  basket 
of  fish  on  to  the  glistening  snow,  and  contemplates 
sadly  the  three  brace  of  handsome  fish,  which  he 
then  replaces  and    trudges  slowly  and  heavily 
homewards.     Mechanically  he  stops  at  a  sick 
neighbour's  house,  and  with  a  few  muttered  words 
of  inquiry   leaves  the  grayling  for  his  benefit 
before  proceeding  to  his  cheerless  cottage.  Little 
wonder  if  his  thoughts  are  sad  and  bitter  as  lie 
sits  by  the  solitary  fireside  and  mimes  on  the 
hardness   and   cruelty   of   life  and  nature,  or 
perchance  a  softer  mood  conies  over  him  as  he 
muses  regretfully  over  the  past,  and  in  fancy  sees 
once  more  the  bright  face  and  hears  the  cheery 
voice  of  that  dear  one  who  sleeps  so  peacefully 
under  the  shadow  of  the  ancient  walls  within 
sound   of   the   ever   mnrmuring    river.  Next 
morning  the  old  soldier  did  not  respond  to  Un- 
repealed knocks  of  a  neighbour,  who.  becoming 
alarmed,  went  for  assistance.    Wh-n  the  door  was 
broken  in,  there  in  the  old  worn  armchair,  with 
head  resting  on  one  hand  whilst  the  other  still 
held  the  half  opened  case  containing  a  lniimit im- 
port rait  of  a  lovely  girlish  face,  sat  the  old  warrior 
apparently  asleep.    A  table  beside  bun  was  btlcrcd 
with   tly  dressing  materials,  and  a  ball  dressed 
|;,,|  'J-,; .,  l;ly  ,„,   the  Moor  at    In     b  et.      He  bad 
caught  hi    last  grayling,  and  with  the  fast  ebbing 
old  year  the  angler  had  peacefully  crossed  to  the 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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BY  THE  WKY. 


My  remarks  on  this  subject  will  treat  of 
t  he  lower  Wey  only,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
at   WVybridg.!  to  the  neighbourhood  of  ltyfleet 
and  Pyrford;  and  it  is  my  intention  to  say  a 
little  about  the  bream  and  roach  fishing  obtain- 
able in  that  part  of  the  river.    It  is,  indeed, 
pleasant  to  be  "  By  the  Wey,"  though  I  have  no 
wish  to  be  "  in  the  Wey,"  nor  "  under  Wey,"  for 
its  waters  are  very  deep,  and  full  of  great  stumps 
and  other  obstacles,  and  the  banks  in  many 
places  are  high  and  steep.    I  must  commence  by 
warning  you  not  to  expect  much  sport  in  the 
Wey— not  to  throw  a  "  damper "  on  your  ex- 
pectations, but  to  prevent  disappointment.  The 
river  is  heavily  fished,  and  its  height  fluctuates 
continually;  the  mill  at  Byfleet  causing  the 
greatest  irregularity  of  stream  through  shutting 
or  opening  the  water-gates.     In  the  summer 
evenings  the  water  usually  falls  12in.  to  18in., 
and  the  best  time  for  roaching  is  greatly  spoilt, 
the  stream  trickling  away  to  almost  dead  water. 
This  occurs  chiefly  above  the  "  Seven  Arches  "  of 
the  L.  &  S.W.  Railway,  where  excellent  eddies  are 
to  be  found  when  the  mill  is  working.    When  the 
mill  stops  Wey  water  drops,  and  the  only  chance  of 
getting  fish  is  to  try  in  the  deep  holes  dividing 
the  shallow  stretches.    There  is  always  plenty  of 
deep  water  from  the  Thames  Lock  to  the  spot 
where  the  Chertsey  branch  of  the  L.  &  S.W. 
I  tail  way  crosses  the  river.    Above  this  point  the 
river   presents  an    alternation    of   holes  and 
shallows.    Throughout  its  course  from  Byfleet 
the  river  is  fringed  with  trees  and  bushes  in 
many  places,  willows  abounding,  the  stumps  and 
roots  making  fine  harbour  for  chub,  and  in  some 
cases  nice  eddies  for  bream  and  roach  fishing. 
Animal  and  bird  life  is  abundant.  Water  rats  may 
be  seen  in  numbers;  also  hedgehogs  here  and  there ; 
pheasants  are  very  plentiful ;  owls,  herons,  wood- 
peckers, and  kingfishers  by  no  means  scarce ;  and 
the  bream  fisher  has  plenty  of  time  to  interest 
himself  in  all  these.    During  1896  I  fished  one 
particular  eddy  for  many  evenings  in  succession, 
keeping  it  well  baited  and  obtaining  fair  sport. 
The    animals    and    birds    in    the  vicinity 
apparently   conducted    their   movements  with 
wonderful  regularity,  the  rats  being  most  remark- 
able in  this  respect.     One  old  fellow  with  a 
bare  patch  on  his  back  becoming  quite  fearless, 
and  paying  but  little  attention  to  my  doings.  I 
watched  him  very  carefully,  and  never  saw  him 
e  it  anything  but  vegetable  substances.  Another 
regular  visitant  was  an  owl,  which   swept  on 
noiseless  wings  up  and  down  the  banks,  his  first 
appearance  considerably  startling  me  in  the  fast 
deepening  dusk.    I  captured  a  hedgehog  in  my 
landing  net.    The  little  fellow  rolled  himself  up 
on  hearing  my  footstep.    This  was  in  a  meadow 
adjoining  the  great  woods  on  the  hills.    I  wished 
his  spines  were  large  enough  for  i-oach  floats ! 
After  turning  him  out  of  the  net  I  waited  for  full 
ten  minutes  to  see  him  unroll  and  run  away,  but 
he  was  much  too  artful  to  move,  so  I  left  him  to 
resume  his  quest  of  a  supper.    If  the  angler  be 
content  with  a  few  fish  he  will  certainly  enjoy 
himself  in  the  vicinity  of    Weybridge.  The 
scenery  is  quite  rural  and  very  beautiful,  and  the 
walk  from  the  railway  station  to  the  Seven 
Arches  is  through  pine  woods,  heather,  and  the 
greenest  of  green  meadows,  amid  the  sweetest 
scents  and  in  the  softest  air. 

The  bream  fishing  is  uncertain,  and  requires 
great  patience.  The  river  is  narrow  and  winding, 
forming  great  loops  in  its  bends.  When  a  bream 
is  hooked  the  shoal  leaves  the  swim  directly,  and 
it  is  only  on  its  return  that  there  is  a  chance  of 
another  fish.  My  idea  is  that  the  bream  wander 
about  for  miles,  and  it  is  just  the  luck  of 
"  happening  "  on  a  shoal  that  gives  the  incentive 
to  fish  so  patiently.  I  have  tried  shifting  my 
quarters  and  fishing  swims  far  distant  from  each 
other,  but  find  the  only  successful  plan  is  to  bait 
a  swim  continuously  and  fish  it  most  carefully.  I 
enjoy  the  quietude  to  my  heart's  content,  for  there 
is  but  little  disturbance  except  on  a  Saturday 
afternoon,  when  a  stray  boat  or  two  may  pass  A 
boat  or  punt  passing  is  fatal  to  sport  for  a  lon°- 
while,  as  the  bream  are  so  very  shy.  Walkino- 
about  or  stamping  on  the  bank  will  also  entirely" 
destroy  your  prospects  j  you  must  sit  still  and 

*  A,  ^P"  ]>y  Charles  H.  Whmxey,  read  at  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  .lau.  11,  1897. 


keep  still,  and  out  of  sight  as  well.  I  have  baited 
swims  with  boiled  wheat,  clay,  and  bread  and 
bran,  worms,  and  gentles.  I  get  the  best  results 
from  a  baiting  of  bread  and  bran  only,  and  the 
best  bream  with  large  lumps  of  bread  paste,  either 
made  plain  or  with  a  little  aniseed,  but  plain  for 
preference.  The  length  of  rod  must  depend  on  the 
style  of  swim,  but  I  have  only  taken  two  or  three 
bream  with  a  travelling  bait ;  and,  after  trying 
many  methods,  I  must  declare  for  what  I  may  call 
semi-tight  corking  in  preference  to  any  other,  and 
for  fishing  in  a  deep  but  gentle  eddy.  I  will 
endeavour  to  describe  my  favourite  swim. 

A  sharp  bend  in  the  river  forms  a  well  defined 
point  of  bank,  so  situated  that  I  can  sit  comfort- 
ably aside  of  this  point,  nearly  on  a  level  with  the 
water,  but  invisible  to  the  fish,  as  there  are  weeds 
and  rushes  in  front  of  me.  In  this  position  my 
head  is  below  the  edge  of  the  bank,  and  anyone, 
even  a  few  feet  away,  would  not  discern  me.  I 
have  occasionally  startled  a  stray  passer-by  when 
rising  to  land  a  fish,  no  indication  of  my  presence 
having  been  given.  A  long  forked  stick  is  stuck 
in  the  bank,  the  fork  projecting  some  feet  away ; 
the  rod  butt  rests  on  a  slight  hummock  of  turf  on 
my  right,  and  the  rod  is  beautifully  supported 
and  firmly  balanced  in  the  forked  stick.  In  this 
swim  a  rod  of  eleven  feet  fishes  perfectly ;  in  open, 
straight  runs  a  rod  of  some  eighteen  feet  is  indis- 
pensable, but  these  long  rods  are  cumbersome, 
and  on  windy  days  very  unmanageable.  The  rod 
rests  at  right  angles  to  the  stream,  with  the  winch 
handle,  uppermost ;  bear  in  mind  I  wind  with 
the  left  hand.  A  fine  running  line  and  carefully 
adjusted  tackle  complete  my  comfort.  Once 
settled  down  to  my  work,  or  rather  play,  I  am 
happy  for  hours,  and  the  time  slips  by  with 
marvellous  rapidity. 

In  the  spot  I  am  describing,  the  stream  is 
directed  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  by  the 
peculiar  formation  of  the  banks,  and  some  three 
feet  down  stream  of  the  rod  top  is  the  heart  or 
curl  of  the  eddy.  Just  about,  or  in  this  curl,  rests 
the  float  secured  to  the  line  by  the  ring  only,  and 
without  a  cap.  I  use  a  porcupine  quill,  the  top 
showing  white  for  some  two  inches  or  more  ;  this 
is  plainly  visible  in  the  dusk,  which  is  the  best 
time  for  sport  in  the  summer.  The  float,  secured 
in  this  manner,  sticks  straight  up  in  the  water  in 
still,  or  nearly  still,  water,  and  admirably  suits 
the  eddy  I  am  speaking  of ;  by  tightening  the 
line  it  is  pulled  lower  in  the  water,  and  as  the 
evening  draws  on,  the  line  should  be  slackened 
somewhat ;  the  float  will  then  rise,  and  show  more 
plainly.  Fastened  in  this  way,  the  float  will  show 
the  bite  of  the  tiniest  fish,  and  the  time  for 
striking  a  bream  can  be  beautifully  judged. 
Another  good  point  is  that  the  line  from  rod  top 
to  shot  falls  straighter,  and  the  float  being  looser 
does  not  tend  so  much  to  alarm  a  biting  fish.  I 
prefer  a  6ft.  cast,  blue  or  brownish  gut,  a  sneck 
or  crystal  hook,  rather  lengthy  in  the  shank  and 
of  good  size.  Bream  require  much  larger  hooks 
than  those  for  roach,  and  the  bait  is  bigger  than 
a  roach  can  take,  for  reasons  hereafter  stated. 
I  only  us3  one  hook  at  a  time.  About  2ft.  from 
the  hook  I  nip  on  one  shot;  above  this  shot  is 
placed  a  small  corking  lead,  pear-shaped,  the 
hole  through  it  being  large  enough  to  allow  the 
cast  to  run  perfectly  freely,  this  to  avoid  as  much 
as  possible  checking  the  action  of  the  float.  If 
the  eddy  be  6ft.  in  depth,  I  place  the  float  about 
7ft.  or  7ift.  from  the  lead,  adjusting  the  float 
till  the  tackle  fishes  properly.  The  lead  may  be 
heavy  enough  to  sink  the  float  completely,  but 
that  is  immaterial,  as  the  lead  rests  on  the  bottom, 
and  should  rest  still  and  quiet.  In  swift,  straight 
swims  the  float  must  be  capped  in  the  ordinary 
fashion,  or  it  hangs  wrong,  and  does  not  show 
bites  coirictly. 

We  will  now  suppose  the  swim  is  baited,  and 
the  angler  commences  operations.  The  hook, 
covered  with  a  good  sized  piece  of  paste,  is  swung 
gently  out  to  the  required  position,  and  allowed  to 
sink  gradually  and  quietly  to  the  bottom,  the  rod 
is  placed  in  the  fork,  the  butt  resting  on  the 
ground  in  clear  and  immediate  reach,  the  line  is 
wound  in  till  the  float  is  properly  sunk.  In  quiet 
water  and  on  still  days  the  very  slight  drag  of  the 
line  on  the  rings  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  secure 
this.  If  the  float  travels,  a  stick  should  be  placed 
on  the  winch  of  sufficient  weight  to  prevent  the 
fine  running  out.  This  stick  should  be  so  placed 
that  a  biting  fish  will  slip  it  off  the  winch,  and 
allow  the  line  to  run  freely.    All  being  ready,  the 


angler  awaits  a  bite,  which  may  happen  almost 
immediately,  especially  if  roach  have  drawn  into 
the  hole.    Small  roach  and  gudgeon  are  great 
pests  to  the  bream  fisher  in  the  Wey ;  they  nibble 
the  bait  off  and  spoil  one's  sport,  exasperating  the 
angler  with  little  bobs  of  the  float,  the  lightly 
secured  float  showing  each  bite.  It  is  not  advisable 
to  let  the  line  be  too  long  in  the  water,  or  it  may 
be  found  baitless,  but  I  usually  find  the  roach 
let  the  bait  alone  in  the  evening,  and  this  accounts, 
to  some  extent,  for  more  bream  being  taken  at 
that  time.    I  have  had  a  few  roach  lib.  in  weight 
when  fishing  for  bream  in  the  Wey,  taking  them 
when  the  bait  has  been  nibbled  by  the  small  fish. 
When  using  worms  or  gentles,  gudgeon  and  small 
perch  are  an  incessant  nuisance,  and  I  have  almost 
abandoned  these  baits  in  consequence.    There  is 
no  mistaking  the  true  bite  of  br^am ;  it  begins 
with  a  gentle,  almost  imperceptible  quiver  of  the 
float,  which  will  then  probably  rise  somewhat, 
then  sail  slowly,  but  most  decisively,  under.  When 
it  has  travelled  an  inch  or  two,  strike  firmly 
and  sharply,  a  long  sweeping  strike ;  then  the  fun 
begins.    Directly  the  quiver  is  noticed,  grasp  the 
rod,  but  do  not  check  or  jerk  the  line  in  the 
slightest  degree;  give  the  fish  time,  and  he  is 
almost  invariably  yours,  or  you  will  hook  him  hard 
and  play  him  till  the  line  is  broken  or  the  fish 
slides  into  the  net — a  flat,  gleaming  monster  of 
golden  bronze  colour,  for  though  the  bream  are 
scarce  and  shy,  they  make  up  for  it  in  size,  and 
afford  really  good  sport  until  they  get  the  first 
mouthful  of  air,  when  they  collapse.    When  they 
are  really  well  on  the  feed  the  float  is  dragged 
down  instantly,   without  premonitory  warning, 
the  fish  can  then  be  struck  sooner ;  but  if  they 
are  feeding  shyly,  the  waiting  plan  is  the  most 
deadly,  and  even  then  the  fish  will  not  be  hooked 
deeply  down.  When  placing  the  rod  in  the  forked 
stick,  see  that  the  line  is  outside  the  stick,  or  it 
will  probably  be  nipped  by  the  rod  against  the 
fork,  and  will  not  run  to  the  fish.    After  landing 
your  fish  you  most  likely  have  to  wait  quite  half 
an  hour  before  getting  another;  this  is  my 
invariably  experience.    When  darkness  sets  in  I 
take  the  float  off  and  hold  my  rod,  but  seldom  do 
so  well  this  way.    When  fishing  straight  running 
swims,  the  same  style  of  tackle  proves  most  effec- 
tive, but  the  float  must  be  capped  in  the  usual  way, 
and  a  heavier  lead  used,  with  a  greater  distance, 
comparative  to  depth,  fi-oni  lead  to  float.  Some 
six  years  ago  I  enjoyed  capital  sport  in  the  Wey 
amongst    the    bream,  frequently    getting  five 
bream  in  the  day  weighing  141b.  to  151b.,  and 
though  I  often  caught  five,  could  never  exceed 
this  number.    As  I  have  previously  stated,  it  is  a 
matter  of  waiting  for  a  passing  shoal,  when  you 
will  most  likely  get  one  of  them,  though  I  have 
seen  a  shoal  of  really  large  fish  pass  and  re-pass 
the  bait  many  times  without  attempting  to  take 
it,  though  I  tried  many  changes  of  bait  to  paste, 
worm,  gentle,  or  wheat.    It  is  of  great  assistance 
to  be  able  to  see  your  fish  and  locate  them,  then 
ground-bait  for  some  little  time  unsparingly,  and 
sport  is  almost  certain  to  ensue.    The  sight  of  a 
shoal  of  big  bream  is  very  exciting,  their  backs 
look  bluish-grey  in  the  water ;  when  they  turn 
their  golden  bronze  sides  glisten  in  the  sunlight, 
and  it  is  tantalising  in  the  extreme  if  you  cannot 
get  them  to  feed.    The  large  fellows  are  very 
handsome  fish,  and,  when  in  good  condition,  have 
little  or  no  slime  on  them.    I  have  taken  several 
quite  clean,  as  handsome  as  carp,  but  they  go  off 
colour  soon  after  being  caught.    I  am  of  opinion  1 
the  roach  go  off  the  feed  when  the  water  is 
lowered ;  the  stopping  of  the  mill  at  Byfleet  and 
heading  back  of  the  upper  water  causes  the  river 
to  fall  quickly,  the  nibbles  at  the  bream  bait 
cease,  and  the  bream  have  a  better  chance  to  see 
it.    The  roach  are  handsome,  thick  fish,  with  very 
red  fins,  and  I  get  best  sport  by  employing  similar 
tackle  to  that  for  bream,  but  with  a  smaller  hook 
and  bait,  holding  the  rod  and  striking  instantly. 
I  may  state  that  I  have  never  caught  a  big  bream 
in  the  Wey  with  a  small  bait,  and  very  few  when 
roaching.    There  is  one  bait  the  roach  are  greedy 
for,  that  is,  wasp  grub  in  its  season;  chub,  perch, 
and'  gudgeon  all  take  this  bait  freely.    The  roach 
fisher  will  find  a  variety  of  swims  and  deptliB  to 
suit  h'n  particular  fancy;  paste  accounts  for  most 
of  the  larger  fish.    I  have  not  caught  a  ljlb. 
roach  in  the  Wey,  but  "live  in  hopes"  of  so 
doing.    Bank  fishing  is  by  far  the  better  plan  in 
the  narrower  water,  especially  for  bream.  1 
understand    that    anyone    may    fjsli    front  ft 
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boat  or  punt,  but  for  most  of  the  bank  fishing 
a  ticket  is  necessary ;  this  is  procurable  from 
Mr.  Synge,  Mr.  Locke  King's  agent.  The 
charge  is  3s.  b'd.  per  annum,  or  Is.  per 
month*  The  towing-path,  from  the  Thames 
Lock  to  the  Weybridge  is  frequently  thronged 
with  "  bankers,"  and  some  good  catches  have,  on 
rare  occasions,  been  made  in  the  ponds  at  the 
"Severn  Arches."  These  are  of  considerable 
extent,  but  weedy;  they  teem  with  tiny  bream. 
I  have  seen  a  few  very  large  fish  turn  over,  far 
out,  which  could  be  reached  by  ledger  fishing.  I 
am  not  partial  to  pond  fishing,  and  have  only 
tried  this  water  a  few  times,  preferring  the 
adjacent  river.  The  ponds  also  hold  jack,  though 
it  would  surprise  me  to  see  a  large  one  taken.  I 
have  no  doubt  there  are  tench  in  the  water. 
These  ponds  are  fishable  by  holders  of  the 
tickets.  The  charge  for  passing  through  the 
Thames  Lock  is  Is.  6d. ;  this  frees  boats  for 
several  locks,  and  for  many  miles  of  the  old  river, 
indeed,  up  to  Byfleet  Mill,  where  the  fishing  is 
strictly  private,  but  is  now  of  very  little  account, 
that  is,  according  to  my  own  personal  experience. 
I  have  had  a  few  chub  from  the  Wey  by  daping 
with  the  natural  fly  over  the  bushes,  and  with  the 
artificial  fly,  a  Black  Palmer  with  plenty  of  silver 
twist  and  a  white  tag  being  my  fancy,  the  fly  not 
to  be  trimmed  too  large.  I  have  not  had  any  big 
ones,  but  I  once  "  rose  "  a  monstrous  chub  in  one 
of  the  bends — he  came  up  slowly  and  opened  his 
great  leathern  jaws,  then  refused  it,  and  nothing 
I  could  put  before  him  could  "  prevail  "  upon  him. 
The  water  is  too  full  of  stumps  to  be  comfortable 
for  long  corking,  though  I  know  a  few  runs  where 
this  would  pay  in  the  winter  with  a  clear  water, 
if  such  a  condition  be  possible  in  the  muddy 
Wey.  I  have  had  but  few  pike  and  consider  the 
river  a  bream  river  above  anything  else.  The 
water  was  until  quite  recently  considerably 
polluted — of  that  I  am  positively  certain  from  my 
own  actual  experience,  and  this  pollution  found 
its  way  into  the  Thames,  though  I  am  of  opinion 
that  it  was  not  destructive  to  fish  life,  notwith- 
standing its  filthy  odour.  I  need  hardly  state 
that  the  swims  I  fished  were  far  away  from  any- 
thing objectionable. 

Some  years  ago  I  had  an  excellent  day's  sport 
near  Pyrford,  above  Byfleet,  roach  fishing  in  flood 
water,  and  in  a  gale  of  wind.  The  swim  I  fished 
was  known  as  the  Poplar  swim,  from  some  high 
poplars  on  the  opposite  bank;  these  afforded 
shelter  from  the  furious  gusts  of  wind.  The  roach 
were  "'madly  on."  My  friend  and  I  filled  a  good 
sized  bag  with  them  during  the  afternoon.  I 
remember  there  was  also  one  bream  and  an  eel, 
which  took  paste. 

In  conclusion,  let  me  say  I  caught  my  first 
barbel  in  the  Wey,  in  a  place  where  the  fish  have 
free  access  from  the  Thames,  some  200  yards 
below  the  Bull  Dogs'  Weir ;  the  spot  I  fished  from 
is  now  built  over  and  inclosed.  I  think  a  summer 
house  stands  on  the  exact  place.  A  favourite 
roach  swim  is  also  gone,  another  house  encroach- 
ing on  the  river.  This  is  below  the  Wey  bridge, 
where  the  river  and  canal  join. 

I  may  say  this,  the  angler  who  fishes  the  Lower 
Wey,  in  the  Weybridge  district,  should  not 
expect  much  sport ;  the  bream  are  not  to  be  taken 
in  quantities  like  those  in  the  Norfolk  Broads, 
but  they  make  up  for  it  in  quality,  and  a  good 
day's  fishing  may  possibly  be  had.  If  the  angler 
will  use  his  eyes,  as  well  as  his  hooks,  to  quote  a 
piscatorial  paper,  I  will  warrant  he  will  not  regret 
a,  visit. 
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[Regihtekkd.J 


Mkssrs.  S.  Alloock  and  Co.,  of  Redditcb, 
the  sole  wholesale  makers  of  the  FUhintj  Gazette 
floats  and  leads,  inform  us  that  they  have  been 
informed  that  piratical  editions  of  the  above  liave 
been  offered  in  the  trade.  We  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  any  of  our  friends  in  the  wholesale  or 
retail  trade  who  will  report  to  us.  any  such 
piracies — without  the  printed  labels  and  stamped 
names  borne  by  those  made  by  Messrs.  S.  Allcock 
and  Oo. 


'  *  Part  of  the  river  id  private,  but  thoro  in  plenty  of 
loom  for  ticket  holders. 


FISH  ON  AND  OFF  THE  FEED. 

I  KNEW  one  angler,  and  one  only,  who  ever 
succeeded  in  catching  barbel  every  month  in  the 
year,  and  he  did  not  forget  to  let  one  know  it.  It 
was  a  well-known  fact  in  the  village  where  he 
resided,  and  it  is  so  long  ago  that  I  forget  how 
many  years  elapsed  before  he  succeeded.  I  may 
mention,  in  passing,  that  he  found  catching 
barbel  most  difficult  in  the  month  of  March.  It 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  at  the  period  of  which 
I  speak  one  may  safely  say  that  there  were  1000 
barbel  where  there  is  only  one  at  present.  In 
spite  of  such  facts  staling  one  in  the  face, 
modern  writers  occasionally  publish  what  they 
consider  a  new  idea,  and  recommend  anglers  to 
bait  a  place  for  barbel  in  mid-winter  with  1000 
lobworms. 

One  thing  I  specially  notice.    These  gentlemen 
take  good  care  not  to  go  to  the  expense  or  trouble 
of  doing  what  they  so  coolly  recommend  to  others. 
A  novice  reading  such  a  statement  might  be 
induced  to  obtain  a  thousand  lobs,  and  pitch  them 
into  some  hole  or  eddy,  say,  in  the  Thames,  where 
there  was  not  a  single  barbel ;  for  very  often  not  I 
a  word  is  said  where  barbel  are  likely  to  be  found. 
At  the  present  time  (Jan.  12)  one  of  the  best  places  | 
might  be  at  the  bottom  of  some  street  running  l 
down  to  the  river,  under  the  windows  of  an  hotel, 
or  inside  a  timber  yard. 

Why  should  our  old  friend  the  barbel  always 
be  pitched  upon  as  a  fish  that  will  not  bite  in 
mid-winter  ?  In  some  rivers,  four  times  out  of 
five,  barbel  will  not  feed  either  in  mid-summer  or 
mid-autumn.  Something  takes  them  off  the  feed 
for  days,  and  even  weeks  together ;  and  it  is  a 
well-known  fact  that  thei-e  are  certain  pools  in 
the  Thames  in  which  they  hardly  ever  bite,  I 
say  hardly  ever,  but  "  Bickerdyke  "  says  :  "  Like 
salmon,  there  are  some  pools  in  which  they  m  oer 
will  take  a  bait,  though  known  to  be  present  in 
large  numbers."  Who  but  a  madman  would 
throw  1000  lobs  into  such  pools  ? 

I  should  think  an  angler  would  stand  about  as 
much  chance  of  catching  a  barbel  at 
the  present  time  in  one  of  those  pools, 
in  this  most  trying  river,  ad  catching  an 
alligator. 

Are  there  no  other  fish  quite  as 
difficult  to  catch  in  winter  as  barbel  ?  I 
may  be  wrong,  but,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
certain  fish  (to  say  nothing  of  the  salmon) 
have  the  power,  the  same  as  snakes  bears, 
snails,  terrapins,  toads,  Ac,  to  go  with- 
out food  for  an  indefinite  period.  For 
some  reason  best  known  to  themselves  they 
exercise  this  power,  and  the  most  skilful  angler 
may  bait  with  what  he  pleases,  with  the  result  that 
he  fails  to  circumvent  a  single  fish.  On  these 
occasions,  if  the  angler  were  to  catch  some 
fish  with  a  net  and  cut  them  open, 
he  wculd  probably  find  their  stomachs  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  empty.  I  have  never  yet 
caught  or  seen  a  carp  or  tench  caught  in  a  pond 
from  the  end  of  October  to  the  end  of  February. 
I  do  not  say  they  may  not  be  caught,  but  I  have 
never  seen  one.  On  other  occasions  fish  are  just  as 
ravenous,  and  a  friend  of  mine,  who  kept  a  tench 
in  an  aquarium,  once  saw  it  take  twelve  good  sized 
worms  one  after  the  other. 

On  some  special  occasion  an  angler  will  bo  fish- 
ing for  dace  or  roach  in  mid-winter  witli  the  tail 
end  of  a  maiden  lob,  when,  to  his  surprise,  he 
catches  a  barbel.  Do  you  know  what  I  think  P 
I  have  an  idea  that  these  peculiar  barbel  take  the 
bait  simply  because  they  think  some  other  sort  of 
fish  in  the  swim  is  going  to  annex  it,  like  a  dog 
will  often  eat  certain  things  if  he  thinks  that  they 
are  going  to  be  given  to  a  cat,  but  if  the  cat 
were  absent  the  dog  would  no  more  think  of  eating 
them  than  eating  poison. 

There  can  be  no  question  that  temperature  lias 
a  great  influence  on  fish ;  but  there  are  other 
circumstances  which  must  be  taken  into  considei  a 
tion  as  well  as  temperature.  For  instance,  Dec.  27 
last  was  a  most  delightful  day;  one  could  sit  on 
one's  basket  seat  without  a  top  coat,  smoke  one's 
pipe,  and  enjoy  the  warmth  of  the  sun.  It  was  a 
day  of  days.  I  and  three  other  anglers  went  t"  a 
private  water,  simply  full  of  perch  and  jack.  I 
.will 'out  it  short.  Three  and  a  half  miles  there, 
and  the  same  hack,  through  the  most  terrible 
roads  and  sodden  fields.  Wo  had  most  lovely 
dace,  gudgeon,  young  carp,  worms,  gentles,  and 
paste.    A  gentleman,  who  had  finhod  the  wsitoi  In 


August,  told  me  he  caught  fifty  and  sixty  perch 
in  a  day. 

The  landlord  of  the  nearest  inn  told  us  that 
only  a  fortnight  before  two  anglers  took  four 
jack,  the  largest  !»lb.  We  fished  from  about  ten 
o'clock  until  nearly  four — casting  well  out  when 
from  a  centre-pin  reel,  and  trying  all  over  the 
lake  in  a  boat. 

We  used  all  the  baits  mentioned  in  every  likely 
place,  and.  to  the  surprise  of  everyone,  not  one  of 
us  got  a  touch.  The  next  day,  when  I  told  the 
result  to  the  gentleman  who  had  caught  fifty  and 
sixty  perch  a  day  in  the  summer,  he  would  scarcely 
believe  it.  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  great 
growth  of  rotting  weeds,  rushes,  reeds,  ftc,  and 
leaves  dropping  in  from  some  very  tall  beeches  on 
one  side  of  the  lake,  had  a  similar  effect  on  the 
water  that  washing  sheep  has  on  a  slow  running 
stream,  and  had  such  an  effect  on  the  fish  that 
they  were  absolutely  indifferent  to  the  most 
tempting  food.  H.  E.  W. 


c. 


L.    MATHEWS'  PATENT 
DISGORGEK. 


The  accompanying  engraving  shows  at  a 
glance  the  new  patent  disgorger,  the  invention 
of  an  old  F.  G.  contributor  and  introducer  of 
other  items  of  angling  gear  of  a  novel  and  useful 
character. 

We  are  able  to  agree  with  the  inventor  that  his 
latest  is  a  decided  improvement  on  the  old  styles 
of  disgorger,  and  in  practice  is  indeed  "  equal  to  a 
third  hand." 

All  anglers  who  have  hitherto  used  the  old 
patterns  will  do  well  to  at  once  add  to  their 
angling  kit  one  of  these  simple,  useful,  and 
effective  contrivances. 

It  is  well  to  note  the  disgorgers  are  made  with 
various  sized  thimbles,  so  there  may  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  selecting  a  good  fit.  The  sample  before 
us  is  nicely  got  up,  with  brass  thimble  burnished 
and  lacquered,  the  stem  being  of  plated  steel. 


There  is  on  the  stocks  yet  another  disgorger  of  more 
elaborate  finish,  Ac,  but  for  all  practical  purposes 
the  one  under  notice  leaves  little  to  be  desired. 
The  inventor  claims  "  that  by  placing  one  finger 
in  the  thimble,  this  disgorger  can  be  operate  1  by 
that  one  finger  alone,  leaving  the  thumb  and 
other  fingers  at  liberty  to  manipulate  the  line. 

The  disgorger  is  already  on  sale  at  .'id.  each  l>y 
the  leading  retail  dealers.  Wholesale  from  the 
Redditch  houses,  and  from  C.  L.  Mathews  and 
Co.,  Marlow-on-Thames,  who  will  send  a  sample 
post  free  for  three  penny  stamps. 


MR.  COXON'S  BOOK  ON  ANGLING-. 

Wk  think  anyone  interested  fn  fishing  for  pike, 
perch,  chub,  roach,  bream,  dace,  Ac,  will  thank 
us  for  recommending  to  their  notice  a  demy  Svo., 
illustrated,  shilling  work  on  fishing,  entitled 
"A  Modern  Treatise  on  Practical  Ooane  Fidb 

Angling:  or,  How  to  Catch  r'ish,"  by  Mr.  Henri 
Co\on,  the  well-known  Nottingham  angler,  ami 
angling  correspondent  of  the  /'7-7m;m/  (!<ucttc. 
Field,  Ac,  and  inventor  of  the  "  Aerial  Notting- 
ham Heel.  Mr.  Co\on'  address  is  Waltonia 
Villa,  West   Bridgeford,   Nottingham,  and  we 

understand  he  «ili  send  a  copy  ox  his  hook  pod 

free  for  Is.  2d.  in  stamps.  It  is  the  work  of  ■ 
thoroughly  practical  angler,  and  well  worth  the 
money. 

Wc  have  marked  a  tiood  many  passages  in  M  r. 

Coxon's  hook  which  we  should  like  to  quote;  the 

following  an;  some  of  them  The  (irst  is  il-elf  a 
((nutation,  being  from  a  paper  read  by  Mr.  Thomas 

Bradfield    a  Notts  maul  to  the  ED  ben  01  the 

Kast  bourne  Natural  History  Society  in  Novem- 
ber, I *!•!•,  and  may  be  called  a  beautiful 

WOMD  Pit  i  '  U  OK  Izaak  W  M.i'-s. 
The  world  bike  "  Oomploat  A  unto  "  »v»u,  ajuBMaaU 
tnuiu.uil  ati'l  lovely, and  ws  cuu  biNginv  uuwelvof  iUii'Iihm, 
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Home  bright  Bummer  morning,  on  tlio  bantu  of  tlie  Dove 
or  I  lie   Lea  beside  Walton's  sturdy,  well-knit  figure, 
observing  bow  the  familiar  features,  witb  koon,  penetrating 
glance,  aro,  not  withstanding  the  historic  background  of 
OOpfiiot  and  change,  full  of  tender  and  eager  cheerful  noes. 
Ilix  face  in  its  old  age,  too,  is  boautiful,  as  well  as 
lovable,  lit  with  the  gentle  smile  that  reflects  bj  much  of 
tho  radiant  simplicity  of  his  character.     Warmth  and 
fulness  of  heart  are  to  be  traced  there,  also  a  sadness, 
•  loop  furrows  on  tho  cheeks,  anxious  wrinkles  on  the  fore- 
head, tho  long  white  hair  falling  on  either  side  in  silvery 
folds— a  face  that  makos  one  think  of  tho 
"  Long  line  of  shadow 
Which  yoars  and  curious  thought  and  suffering  give." 
Something  impressionable,   yot  withal  enduring  and 
determined,  is  also  noticeable  about  the  month,  as  it 
presents    itself  to  us  in   Dayman's  portrait.  Walton 
helongs  to  a  race  of   men  now  rare— homely,  God- 
fearing, staunch  Churchmen  of  liberal  education,  men 
accepting  the  order  of  things  as  a  matter  of  course,  yet 
ready  to  peril  property  and  limb  if  what  they  cherished 
wore  assailed.    As  ho  grow  old  his  blood  had  no  lack  of 
kindly  warmth,  and,  as  it  has  been  said  of  another, 
'flowed  thro'  the  old  bark  like  the  sap  in  spring."  A 
man  of  genial  enthusiasm,  in  an  age  when  enthusiasm  was 
too  often  morose  and  puritanic,  or  embittered  by  political 
contest.    Witb  the  years  he  bocame  oven  moro  generous, 
opon-hoartod,  and  bonign— if  we  may  accept  bis  friend 
Cotton's  testimony,  who  had  good  reason  to  know— a 
bright,  cheerful,  sympathetic  spirit  to  the  last— worthy, 
indeed,  to  have  lived  those;  ninety  summors  of  his.  Yes 
remembering  the  noble  features  of  his  life  and  character 
already  dwelt  upon,  we  shall  not  be  far  wrong,  I  think  if 
wo  esteem  Izaak  Walton  worthy  of  a  prominent  place 
among  the  wise  and  boneficient  of  his  own  as  well  as  other 
ages. 

We  notice  in  his  chapter  on  "  The  Perch  "  that 
Mr.  Coxon  says  he  believes  the  "quill  minnow" 
to  be  the  invention  of  Mr.  Brown  of  Aberdeen, 
but  this  is  jiot  the  case.  Mr.  Brown  may  well 
rest  his  laurels  on  the  much  more  famous 
"  i-liantom"  bait.  Mr.  R.  B.  Lee,  of  the  Field, 
will  bear  out  our  assertion  that  the  inventor  of 
the  quill  minnow  was  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Garnet,  or  Garnett,  of  Kendal.  It  is  nearly 
twenty  years  since  Mr.  Lee  sent  us  samples  of 
Garnett  s  work,  and  recommended  them  as  beino- 
excellent  baits  for  spinning  in  thin,  shallow  water 
being  so  light.  We  noticed  it  in  the  Gazette  as 
the  "  Garnett  Quill  Minnow." 

Chub  fishing  is  a  very  favourite  sport  with  Mr 
(Joxon. 

('huh  Fishing  and  How  the  Aeeial  Reel 
was  Invented. 

"  mgiwe  ou  8cenes  to  memory  fondly  dear, 
The  cherished  haunts  of  many  a  bygone  year.' 
Ves,  the  couplet  as  applied  to  myself,  is  strictly  true, 
Ear  I  verily  beheve  I  have  caught  more  chub  on  the  Trent 
and  Dove  than  any  other  fish  I  ever  attempted  to  angle 

?r\.v  m  ?y  ^f1'^  ^collections  I  have  pursued 
chubbmg  under  all  conditions  of  weather,  and  although 
the  sport  may  be  despised  by  a  certaui  class  of  anglers  I 
confess  I  would  rather  turn  out  on  a  cold  crisp  morning  in 

ate  autumn  and  during  winter  for  a  day  amongst  the 
oggerheads"  than  I  would  visit  the  best  stocked  pike 
waters  to  be  found  m  the  country.  Chub  fishing  con- 
stitutes an  art  in  itself.  No  fish  bite  more  quickly,  and 
£?«f  l  ar6i  TJt  eilV\ 8Cfred-  The  P°sifcio"  of  the  eyes 
Z  il °j  ftheM°>ub  sll0W3>  a*  a  glance,  in  what  way 
lie  is  able  to  detect  his  common  enemy,  the  angler  Chub 
...  season  will  take  a  great  variety  of  bait.  I  have  killed 
them  with  locusts,  with  shrimps,  with  worms,  with 
greaves,  with  pith  (pith  and  brams),  with  gentles  with 
caddis  grubs  .with  wasp  grubs,  with  meal  (bakehouse) 
grubs,  with  dock  (root)  grubs,  with  old  milk  cheese  ^ 
paste  with  minnows,  with  raw  bacon,  with  small  gudgeon 
with  tiny  dace,  with  artificial  imitations,  and  lastfthou°h 
not  east,  with  the  artificial  fly.  And  here,  as  regards  the 
ft  ^"1°  "V*  °.,f,cf.tha*  1  have  ^ver  found  anything  in 
the  province  of  imitation  to  equal  the  old  Coch-y-Bondu 
or  Marlow  Buzz,  dressed  large,  with  a  red  tag  Chub 
revel  in  the  shelter  of  willows,  of  steep  banks  throwing  a 
shade  over  their  lurking  places,  of  sharp  circling  pool8S of 
old  sunken  piles  or  the  eddies  of  weirs  and  swift  Running 
currents  generally.  It  was  witb  the  view  more  effeckv  1W 
o  coping  with  the  various  haunts  and  swims  of  the  chub 
that  I  suggested  to  Messrs.  S.  AUcock  and  Co  in  uractic a 
torn  the  desirabiUty  of  bringing  out  the  new  patent  reef 
The  Aerial  "  bearing  my  name.  I  bad  long  felt  in  chub 
fishing,  as  m  dace  fishing,  that  a  lighter  reel  on  the  drum 
was  required;  and  after  the  exercise  of  consideS 
ingenuity  and  apt  mechanism  on  the  part  of  the 
Standard"  work's  employes,  that  Ughtness  now  stand 
out  as  an  accomplished  fact.    I  have  used  the  new  reel  in 

rwlibtuon^^ 

use  in  any  other  branch  of  anHin°"nL  T  ,  ' l* T'  tLa"  I 
am  the  better  able  to  commaud°a  longer ^wim'Tnk 


bridge.  My  rod,  excepting  the  top  part,  which  is  of  lance, 
is  built  of  bamboo  cane,  and  I  derived  the  idea  of  lightness 
from  tho  beautiful  roach  rods  made  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Booth, 
fishing  tacklo  manufacturer,  of  I'aragon-street,  Hull. 

Mr.  Coxon's  chapter  on  chub  fishing  is  one  of 
his  best. 

A  Dressing  for  Lines  Recommended. 
Mr.  Coxon  says  "  twisted  lines  are  stronger 
than  plaited,  and  last  longer."  This  is  an 
assertion  we  have  often  seen  in  print,  but  never  a 
proof  of  it.  A  very  hard  and  tight  plait  may  not 
be  quite  so  strong  as  a  twist.-but  we  doubt  even 
that,  and  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the 
advantages  in  the  matter  of  not  kinking  of  the 
plaited  over  the  twisted  line. 

We  notice  Mr.  Coxon  recommends  the  water- 
proof dressing  composition  (Is.  a  cake),  sold  by 
the  Manchester  Cotton  Twine  Spinning  Company. 

He  says :  "  To  steep  a  line  in  wax  and  boiled 
oil  is  only  to  destroy  its  strength."  This  is 
certainly  incorrect,  unless  he  means  to  steep  it 
in  boiling  oil,  which  would  destroy  it  with  a 
vengeance. 

Unstained  v.  Stained  Gut. 

Fine  gut  bottoms  are  necessary,  and  nowadays  a  stupid 
notion  exists  that  such  bottoms  before  using  should  be 
stained.  I  rarely  use  stained  gut  of  any  kind,  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  more  showy  in  water  than  the 
natural.  Readers  may  express  surprise  at  my  state- 
ment, but  I  ask  them  to  take  two  strands  of  gut,  one 
stained  and  the  other  natural,  to  attach  a  shot  to  the  end 
of  each,  and  to  lower  the  two  into  a  globe  of  clear  water. 
Having  done  so,  I  would  next  ask  them  to  get  a  friend  to 
raise  the  globe  so  as  to  examine  the  strands  above  their 
heads,  and  they  will  then  discover  for  themselves  which 
of  the  two  is  the  more  showy. 

Mr.  Coxon  is  by  no  means  the  only  angler  who 
prefers  his  gut  unstained,  and  if  we  could  get  gut 
its  natural  colour,  wbich  is  no  colour  at  all,  but 
like  clear  water,  we  should  agree  with  bim.  It  is 
the  glare  put  on  the  gut  in  bleaching  which  must 
be  got  rid  of  by  staining  (not  opaquely  staining) — 
for  fly  fishing,  and,  in  our  idea,  for  any  other 
fishing. 

It  is  the  light  reflected  from  the  bleached  gut 
which  makes  it  so  much  more  apparent  in  the 
water— and  the  necessity  for  staining  is  not  so 
"  stupid  "  as  Mr.  Coxon  imagines. 

The  Preparation  of  Creed  Wheat  as  a 
Roach  Bait. 


It  would  be  unfair  to  Mr.  Coxon  to  pick  out  all 
his  plums,  so  we  will  only  say  that  he  gives  the 
full  directions  supplied  to  him  for  preparing  this 
bait  by  Mr.  P.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  Long  Eaton, 
"  unquestionably  one  of  the  best  and  most 
successful  roach  anglers  with  creed  (i.e.,  soaked 
and  then  slightly  baked  wheat)  wheat  on  the 
Trent."  We  must  refer  our  readers  for  this  and 
many  other  useful  roach,  dace,  bream,  barbel,  and 
other  fishing  tips  to  Mr.  Coxon's  book. 

Although  the  methods  of  fishing  are  chiefly 
those  m  use  on  the  Trent,  no  angler  for  these  fish 
can  fail  to  gain  some  benefit  from  Mr.  Coxon's 
clear  and  sensible  instructions  and  receipts. 
We  wish  his  little  book  success. 


THE  ANGLER  IN  IRELAND  FIFTY 
YEARS  AGO  * 

(Continued  from  page  22.) 


March—  Tro  U  t— Rivers. 
The  plain  Hare's  Ear  excellent,  no  tail,  but 
mallard  feather  horns ;  some  ought  to  be  ribbed 
with  the  slight  bullion  heckle  only  under  the 
wing.  Hares  Ear  and  yellow,  and  Hare's  Ear 
and  green  also  excellent,  ribbed  or  not  ribbed, 
starling  wing  divided  and  strutting,  no  additional 
Head.  A  black  fly  is  now  excellent,  and  so  is  a 
golden  olive  and  a  bright  cinnamon  colour  with 
rale  wing  the  black  with  starling  or  snipe  feather, 
black  heckle ;  the  fur  of  the  fox  with  a  little  yellow 
mohair  mixed  is  an  excellent  body  at  this  time, 
and  is  sometimes  used  as  a  dropper  without  wing, 
or  aught  but  two  or  three  turns  of  a  red  hackle 
where  the  body  ends  at  the  head  part. 

Marcli— Trout— Lakes. 
The  Dromore  and  Inchiquin  flies— the  latter 
plain  rale  wing  sometimes  mixed  with  a  little 


a    as  reg 
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breast  peacock  feather  and  divided.  The  Grouse 
Lochaber,  also  the  rale  Lochaber,  which,  until 
the  spotted  flies  come  out,  is  rather  better  than 
the  grouse,  orange,  and  yellow  silk  bodied  flies, 
tied  some  with  red,  some  with  black  heckles.'and 
some  with  plover  topping  as  heckle.  On  all  these 
I  would  twist  the  silk  to  form  a  rib,  if  possible, 
to  preserve  the  heckle  or  grouse  feather,  which,  if 
cut,  leaves  the  fly  of  no  value. 

All  shades  of  hare's  ear,  monkey,  and  rat's  fur 
are  also  good,  and  generally  so  throughout  the 
entire  season.  Claret  colours  with  rale  wing 
begin  to  have  merit,  and  sooty  browns,  with  the 
darkest  rale  or  water  hen  wing,  are  favourite  flies 
for  droppers. 

April — Trout — River*. 
All  the  former  descriptions  are  occasionally 
good  this  month,  but  the  wings  of  some  must  be 
spotted  with  partridge  feather,  mixed  with  rale  or 
starling  wing.  The  cow-dung  fly  now  begins  to 
be  good  ;  golden  olive  and  bright  pig's  fur  mixed, 
red  heckle,  yellow  tail;  the  natural  fly  has  not 
spotted  wings,  yet  I  have  always  found  them  best 
on  this  fly.  The  Hawthorn  fly  now  appears,  and 
a  most  killing  fly  it  is,  of  all  sizes.  Very  small 
yellow  tail,  two  mallard  strips  as  horns,  then  the 
remainder  of  the  fly,  for  more  than  three  parts  of 
the  body,  must  be  black  horse  hair  put  on  quite 
smooth,  then  black  pig's  fur,  with  a  nice  black 
hackle  under  the  wing,  which  should  be  of 
starling,  snipe,  or  if  the  fly  is  large,  plain  mallard 
with  two  horns  in  the  head ;  most  fly  tiers  put 
plover  topping  over  the  horse  hair,  but  they  are 
decidedly  wrong,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  I  have 
been  so  particular  in  my  directions. 

Light  and  pale  cinnamon  colours  are  now 
coming  in,  and  small  flies  of  soot  brown  colour 
are  well  taken  by  fry  and  trout,  but  the  very  best 
fly  for  this  month  is  the  small  Blue  Blow,  body 
moleskin,  black  hackle  under  the  wing,  which 
ought  to  be  tom-tit's  feather,  or  sometimes  the 
blue  kingfisher's  feather  j  the  hook  must  be  small 
and  the  link  fine,  and  fished  with  deep  in  the 
water,  and  very  easily  and  carefully  thrown,  lest 
the  wing  should  be  cracked  off ;  in  fact,  it  is 
usually  suffered  to  float  down  a  stream,  and  the 
fish  take  under  water  without  rising. 

The  Palmer  and  caterpillar  flies  are  now 
coming  in.  I  prefer  the  Palmer  with  orange  or 
yellow  body,  small  black  cock's  heckle,  starling 
wing,  fly  rather  small;  this  or  the  caterpillars 
are  easily  tied.  The  caterpillar,  no  wing,  but  a 
very  long  fibre,  hackle  ribbed  or  plain,  as  before 
directed. 

April — Trout — Lukes. 
The  same,  in  a  great  degree,  as  of  the  previous 
month,  with  the  addition  of  spotted  wing  for 
some  tail  flies.  Cinnamon  and  pale  brown  colours, 
ribbed  with  gold  cord  red  heckles,  partridge  and 
rale  wing.  The  wing  of  the  goat  sucker  or 
caprimulgus  excellent  for  all  shades  of  Hare's  Ear ; 
claret  colours  and  deep  browns  very  good;  but 
take  care  that,  on  lake  or  river,  you  are  well 
stocked  with  the  Hawthorn  fly  of  various  sizes. 
Trout  will  now  rise  pretty  late;  and  then  fish 
with  a  smaller  or  larger  Dromore  fly  for  your  tail 
fly,  and  a  deep  claret  coloured  dropper. 

May— Trout— Rivers. 
This  is  one  of  the  best  months  for  all  kinds  of 
angling,  wherever  they  are  in  high  humour ;  all 
shades  of  Hare's  Ear  are  still  good ;  but  I  at  this 
time  prefer  red  hackles,  and  spotted  wings,  rale- 
and  partridge  tail,  mixed  and  correctly  divided. 
Brown  flies  are  also  excellent;  and -so  is  the 
Grouse  Lochaber ;  the  small-sized  Inchiquin  fly 
most  killing,  with  a  little  breast  feather  peacock 
in  the  wing,  particularly  at  night,  as  from  the 
10th  of  the  month  that  mode  of  angling 
commences.  The  corbait  is  now  to  be  had  in  its 
maggot  state,  and  is  to  be  put  on  a  hook,  which 
is  tied  bare,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  rale 
wing  on  the  head  of  the  hook.  The  Oak  fly,  if  to 
be  had,  may  be  also  tried,  and  the  black  window 
fly  in  the  same  way;  but  all  those  latter 
mentioned  must  be  rather  dropped  than  thrown  ; 
and  where  this  mode  is  practicable  they  are  very 
effective.  On  fine  days  the  Blue  Blow  may  be 
still  tried ;  and  the  Palmer  and  caterpillar  flies 
answer  occasionally.  About  the  latter  part  of  the 
month,  or  if  fine  much  sooner,  the  large  Rush  fly 
comes  out,  which  can  be  fished  with  on  a  bare 
hook  ;  and  a  middling  sized  one,  nicely  tied,  with 
bond  eyes,  is  excellent. 
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May —  Tro  u  t — La  Ices . 
In  this  month  trout  take  throughout  the  day ; 
and  from  the  10th  until  ten  at  night,  all  kinds  of 
Inchiquin,  Dromore,  and  Lochabers  are  good ;  so 
are  the  Hare's  Ears,  with  gold  cord  on  the  body, 
some  with  two  small  grey  hackles  in  the  wing' 
the  bright  sides  put  inward,  and  the  dead  sides 
outward ;  and  this  is  a  great  fly,  particularly  in 
high  winds,  and  at  night.  The  large  Rush  fly  is 
now  hopping  on  the  water,  and  its  imitation 
should  be  tied  as  heretofore  directed;  and  it 
must  be  always  used  as  a  dropper,  and  kept 
skimming  on  the  surface.  A  large  deep  brown 
dropper,  with  a  green  mohair  tail,  ribbed  with 
rather  slight  three-twist  cord,  partridge  tail,  rale's 
feather,  and  breast  feather  peacock,  well  divided 
with  peacock  herl  head,  is  a  most  killing  fly, 
and  beheld  through  the  microscope,  is  very  like 
the  natural  Rush  fly.  The  gaudy  black  fly,  tied 
Dromore  way,  ought  to  be  always  tried  in  high 
winds,  or  on  the  large  lakes.  The  only  other  lake 
fly  I  will  notice  is  the  ruby  coloured  large  fly, 
tied  like  the  We3tmeath  kind,  with  the  same 
coloured  hackle,  spotted  mallard  wing,  and  red 
bead  eyes  ;  and  this  is  a  most  killing  fly. 

June — Trout — Rivers. 

The  flies  recommended  for  last  month  hold 
good  for  this.  A  few  may  be  tied  deep  fiery 
brown  for  night  fishing  or  the  clearing  of  a  flood. 
Wherever  the  tide  flows,  have  a  long  casting  line, 
on  which  put  a  nice  tied  middling  sized  long 
shanked  hook,  and  a  very  small  swivel.  Get  some 
eel  fry,  put  one  on  the  hook  carefully,  and  about 
1ft.  from  the  swivel  put  a  nice  dropper  fly  of  such 
kind  as  you  may  fancy,  and  fish  stream  or  pool 
according  to  wind  or  circumstances. 

If  you  rise  with  the  dropper,  draw  the  eel  fry 
over  the  villain,  and  vice  versa,  and  if  you  don't 
have  him  he  will  be  hard  to  please.  If  a  stormy 
night  I  would  depend  greatly  on  a  plain  Hare's 
Ear  with  slight  gold  cord,  no  hackle  on  the  body, 
but  under  the  wing,  which  should  be  starling  and 
partridge  tail  well  divided ;  or  on  the  real  Inchi- 
quin cinnamon  brown  fly. 

(To  be  continued.) 


LAKE  VYRNWY. 


The  condition  of  the  streams  feeding  the  lake 
has  been  very  favourable  during  the  autumn,  and 
an  abnormal  number  of  fish  visited  the  spawning 
grounds.  The  fish  are  now  in  excellent  condi- 
tion, and  this  fact  has  induced  the  management 
to  re-open  the  fishing  season  on  March  1,  which 
is  a  few  days  earlier  than  usual.  There  is  every 
prospect  of  excellent  sport. 

The  shooting  season,  just  concluded,  has 
been  the  best  on  record,  the  total  mixed  bag  being 
over  2000  brace.  D.  M.  L. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 


tif  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  tm>l  envelopes 

should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishinc; 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Ziower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — In  the  work 
of  re-stocking  the  Thames,  the  committee  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  are  expecting  during  the 
present  month  to  make  another  large  contribution  of  fish, 
as  the  directors  of  the  West  Middlesex  Waterworks,  in 
cleaning  out  one  of  their  large  reservoirs  at  Barnes,  have 
given  them  the  privilege  of  netting  the  same ;  and  from 
an  interview  I  had  with  the  courteous  engineer  at  Hammer- 
smith, on  Monday  last,  he  lias  promised  to  afford 
every  facility  for  carrying  it  successfully  out,  and  reducing 
the  depth  of  water  to  4ft.  for  the  removal  of  the 
fish  to  the  banks  of  the  river.  I  remember  on  the 
last  occasion  of  netting  this  reservoir,  about  twelve  years 
ago,  we  got  a  splendid  lot  of  fish,  and  some  remarkably 
fine  specimens.  There  were  some  bream  up  to  151b.  each, 
and  required  one  of  the  late  Lewis  Gibson  s  cans  to  hold 
one  of  them,  and  I  can  recollect  some  of  these  being  turned 
in  at  Weybridge,  but  have  never  yet  heard  of  one  being 
taken.  I  have  received  several  complaints  of  the  mischief 
that  is  being  done  by  the  otters  all  over  the  Thames. 
Last  week  there  were  letters  from  Sunbury  and  Kingston. 
This  week  Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  our  active  honorary  river 
keeper  at  Walton-on-Thames,  writes :  "  Lately  we  have 
picked  up  several  large  fish  dead,*one  a  chub  of  4lb.,  and 
yesterday  ilsplendid  trout  of  Clb.  or  "lb.  in  weight,  the 

rime  parts  of  the  fish  bit -out  of  the  shoulder;  we  arc 
certain  these  are  the  work  of  an  otter."    My  friend,  Mr. " 
James  Clapp,  of  the  Chiswick  Piscatoriala,  also  writes : 
"  Whilst  up  the  river  on  Wednesday  in  List  week,  I  found 


the  otters  had  been  very  destructive  amongst  the  fish.  I 
saw  a  trout  of  about  Clb.  quite  recently  caught  by  one  of 
these  pests.  It  was  lying  amongst  the  boughs  between 
Sir  Charles  Dilke's  house  and  Durnsey."  The  compli- 
mentary dinner  to  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  will  take 
place  in  the  new  salon  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on 
Thursday  next,  with  Mr.  R.  P>.  Marston,  V.P.,  in  the 
chair,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Price  in  the  vice  chair.— B. 

Thames  (Datchet).— The  water  is  very  thick  and 
overrunning  the  banks,  and  there  will  be  no  chance  of 
fishing  before  the  beginning  of  next  week  if  the  weather 
keeps  fine.  On  the  5th,  with  Mr.  Harris,  2olb.  of  roach 
(largest  fish  lib.  7oz.).  On  the  (ith,  with  Mr.  Marshall, 
321b.  of  roach  (largest  fish  lib.  8oz.).  Dr.  Bateman! 
fishing  by  himself  in  one  of  my  punts,  also  had  201b.  of 
roach  (largest  lib.  5oz.). — J.  Keene. 

I(          (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes  : 

"  In  the  early  pirt  of  last  week  there  were  some  fine  chub 
taken  in  the  private  boats.  Mr.  Gunn,  of  East  Moulsev, 
fishing  under  the  weir  with  worm,  caught  a  trout  of  about 
21b.,  which  he  carefully  put  back.  Through  the  heavy 
rain  we  have  had  the  river  has  been  in  a  state  of  flood.  It 
has  risen  4ft.,  and,  so  far,  it  is  still  on  the  rise,  and  it  is 
hard  to  say  when  we  shall  get  any  more  fishing. — B. 

  (Hampton). — One  of  the  bank  anglers  on  loth 

inst.  was  successful  in  getting  three  jack,  the  largest  41b. 
— B. 

—  (Henley). — The  rains  of  a  few  days  ago  have 
entirely  put  angling  out  of  the  question.  The  river  is 
very  thick  and  high,  in  many  places  overflowing  its  banks 
and  flooding  the  adjacent  meadows.  It  will  take  several 
days  of  fine  weather  before  anglers  can  think  of  resuming 
their  favourite  sport. — J.  W.  Read. 

  (Kingston). — The  anglers  have  been  taking  some 

of  the  off-chances  of  getting  amongst  the  fish.  Mr. 
Alfred  Nuthall,  with  John  Johnson,  was  out  a  portion  of 
one  day,  and  creeled  two  dozen  of  nice  parch,  but  only 
retained  three  of  them.  Another  angler,  in  half  a  day,  got 
eleven  fine  roach,  and  one  fishing  from  the  bank  got  a 
bream  of  41b. — B. 

  (Mar low). —Angling  prospects  are  improving; 

though  the  water  is  high,  it  is  becoming  a  good  colour,  and 
jack  should  now  be  had.  I  saw  some  excellent  roach 
which  were  taken  yesterday  by  a  bank  angler.  Perch, 
too,  have  been  had  of  good  size. — C.  L.  Mathews. 

  (Pang-bourne). — The  water  is  very  high  and  over 

the  banks  in  some  of  the  low-lying  meadows,  and  fishing 
is  out  of  the  question.  There  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  Hatcham  Angling  Society  down  on  10th  inst.,  and  took 
a  few  roach.  That  is  all  that  has  been  done  since  the 
river  has  been  out  of  order.  It  will  take  a  good  week  to 
get  in  order  again  if  we  get  no  more  rain.  Weather,  at 
time  of  writing,  fine  and  cold. — G  H.  S. 

  (Teddington). — W.  Sims  has  taken  a  jack  of 

Tib. ;  G.  Hains,  four  jack  ;  and  W.  Turner,  in  the  week, 
twelve  jack,  three  of  them  weighing  respectively  S^lb., 
7 Jib.,  and  5§lb. — B. 

  (Twickenham). — John  Spong,  sen.,  in  two  days, 

seven  bream  and  ten  dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ;  and  R. 
Spong,  in  half  a  day,  Clb.  of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

  (Walton). — The  river  on  10th  inst.  was  running 

down  at  the  rate  of  six  miles  an  hour.  Mr.  Phote  during 
last  week  caught  a  jack  of  "lb. — B. 

— -  (Windsor  District).— During  the  past  few  days 
the  river  here  has  overflowed  its  banks,  and  at  one  time 
caused  grave  anxiety  to  prevail  as  to  another  flood. 
Fortunately,  though  it  rose  9in.  between  Saturday  night 
and  Monday  morning,  it  has  subsided,  but  is  still  very 
high  and  much  discoloured.  A  few  anglers  who  will  not 
be  denied  their  favourite  pastime  have  found  some  grand 
roach  in  the  quiet  lay  byes,  Dr.  Bateman,  of  Windsor,  taking 
some  grand  specimen  fish  for  the  Thames.  Six  on  one 
occasion  scaled  "Jib.  Keane,  of  Datchet,  has  also  had 
some  fine  roach,  his  best  bag  being  :521b.  in  the  day.  Mr. 
Butler  and  friend,  of  Windsor,  have  had  some  tine  trays  of 
roach  each  day,  largest  lib.  (!oz.,  all  taken  Iedgering 
on  the  mud  with  tail  end  of  lobworm.  An  exceptionally 
pretty  little  jack  of  3Jlb.  was  had  by  Mr.  Hornby, 
jun.,  of  Kton  College,  just  before  the  water  got 
so  high  and  thick  ;  and  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
showing  Michael  Kane,  the  Lough  Conn  boatman, 
who,  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  H.  N.  Campbell,  of 
London,  is  "doing"  Kngland  for  a  few  days,  what  our 
Thames  pike  are  like.  I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  letting 
him  see  what  Windsor  Castle  is  like  inside  and  out  ;  also 
the  beautiful  collection  of  Thames  trout  at  the  Castle 
Hotel,  which  were  taken  by  the  late  "  J.  P.  W."  As 
water  is  much  too  thick  for  anything  but  roach,  dace,  and 
perch,  which  take  the  tail  end  of  a  lobworm,  it  would  be 
waste  of  time  to  try  for  jack  and  chub  until  it  is  again 
clear  and  in  its  proper  channel.  Though  the  days  lately 
have  been  very  dark,  the  snow  has  kept  off  and  wonder- 
fully mild  weather  has  prevailed  throughout  tho  Thames 
valley. —  B.  B.  Hamhkioge. 

Ancholme  District. — Little  or  nothing  is  doing  in 
the  angling  line,  owing  to  the  discoloured  state  of  the  wator. 
It  has  been  a  specially  fine  time  for  spawning  operations  on 
the  trout  becks,  owing  to  fine  volume  of  water,  and  sundry 
pairs  of  fine  fish  up  to  or  about  81b.  have  lieen  seen  actively 
at  work.  The  Hand  in  Hand  Club,  at  Hull,  is  lining 
some  stocking  with  Levens  in  large  pond  at  Burrow  Haven 
this  week.  The  Hull  Angling  Club  is  also  following  rail 
at  Lockington.— Thomas  I'orii,  Caist.or. 

Aran  (Pulborough). — Fortunately  no  anglers  visited 
here  on  Jan.  10,  as,  owing  to  the  flood,  fishing  would  have 
been  out  of  the  question.  Tho  water  is  gradually  sinking, 
though  I  cannot  recommend  anglers  -to  visit  here  on  flic 
17th,  sb,  under  tho  most  favourable  circumstances,  the 
river  will  not  be  in  order  by  that  time— \V.  (i.  BOLLMAN. 

Burc,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  Di»trict).— Alter 
week  of  most  he rrible  wenthor—  rain,  sleet,  (.now,  and  hail 
alternating  in  great' variety— things  have  settle!  down 
again  a  little.    The  north-east  wind  frost  fortuuutcly 


cleared  the  river,  and,  to  my  surprise,  tho  broad  was  to, 
day  nicely  clear  and  in  good  colour  for  pike  tishiug.  We 
took  a  few  small  fish  up  to  olb.  in  an  hour  or  two's 
fishing,  and  there  seems  every  probability  of  shortly 
creeling  some  gocd  fish,  as  several  were  in  evidence  chasing 
the  fry,  one  of  winch  was.  hooked  and  played  for  a  short 
time,  but  lost.  Bettor  sport  may  be  anticipated  towards 
February,  as  the  broad  then  becomes  better  stocked  than 
ever,  as  the  fish  draw  in  from  the  river  then,  as  the 
spawning  season  being  not  far  distant,  they  seek  tho 
quieter  waters.  The  river  is  in  good  order,  and  prospects 
are  decidedly  better.— C.  H.  Taylor. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter.  —  Weather  has  b 
trifle  more  tolerable  for  past  day  or  two.  and  although 
river  has  run  too  high  to  admit  of  general  augliug,  still 
many  of  our  pikists  have  improved  the  shining  hour.  A 
handsome  female  pike,  close  upon  121b..  taken  from  main 
Exe,  at  Cowley,  gives  Mr.  A.  .1.  Boberts  "  premier 
honours,"  this  being  the  best  fish  taken  from  home 
waters  for  the  present  season.  Sergt.  Shepherd,  out 
same  day,  had  a  four-pounder,  and  tho  following  have 
scored  several  fish  from  Canal :  Messrs.  Penney,  Spens, 
and  Hopewell.  Nearly  all  tho  pike  ran  from  41b.  to  Clb. 
— Bed  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire). —  I 
end  was  again  spoiled  for  angling  by  heavy  rains,  followed 
by  snow,  and  very  little  is  to  hiand  regarding  tho  week's 
sport.  Prior  to  the  rain,  however,  anglers  were  getting 
among  the  fish  again  on  the  Forty-foot.  Glenn,  Welland, 
and  other  waters.  At  the  Boston  end  of  tho  former, 
some  sizeable  pike  had  been  obtained  up  to  about  Clb.,  ami 
the  mid-waters  about  Donington  Uridge  and  Swineshoad 
some  decent  bags  were  made.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Surfleet  some  good  bags  of  both  roach  and  pike  were 
obtained,  one  of  the  best  roach  takes  being  some  401b., 
obtained  in  two  days  by  a  visitor  from  the  Glenn.  It  will 
probably  be  a  little  time  now  before  the  waters  recover 
themselves. — L  i  U  e  v.  P. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Heavy  rain  sot  iii  l  ist  wees  on 
the  Friday,  and  that  spoiled  sport  since.  Up  to  then 
anglers  had  been  getting  some  moo  samples  of  pike  from 
the  lower  waters,  chiefly  with  live  bait,  and  about  Hot  ford 
roach  and  dace  were  feeding  very  fairly,  and  several  decent 
baskets  were  reported.  A  tew  brace  of  grayling  bad  come 
to  hand  in  the  upper  reaches,  where  also  chnb  were 
reported  as  catchable.  Canal  fishing  was  said  to  have 
improved,  and  several  lots  of  porch  were  reported  from 
the  Stockwith  Canal  above  Lady  Bridge. — L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— The  weather  in 
this  district  has  been  very  bad  ;  snow  ,  rain,  and  fogs  have 
followed  one  another,  and  the  rivers,  which  wore  getting 
into  order,  have  begun  to  rise  again,  and  are  coloured,  and 
there  is  now  but  little  prospect  of  any  grayling  fishing  for 
some  time.  There  is  snow  wator  in  tho  rivers,  and  the  lish 
will  not  bite. — Gw  ynxe. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).—  Rivei 
are  at  a  very  high  level,  and  fishing  at    a  standstill. 
Weather  dull,  foggy,  and  at  times  rain,  snow,  or  sleet, 
with  no  present  indication  of  an  improvement. — H.  T. 
Williams. 

Noi-tb    Staffordshire    Rivers.    1  ska  tho 

streams  of  the  district  have  kept  pace  with  the  changeful 
character  of  the  weather,  and  have  altered  in  condition 
repeatedly.  The  game  fish  waters  have  been  over  Chen 
banks,  and  have  not  been  tit  for  tly  tor  some  time.  Tho 
Trent  and  Sow  also  have  plenty  of  wator,  and  the  valley  of 
the  Moece  has  been  frequently  under  water.  A  couple  of 
rods  fished  maggot  last  week,  biking  a  few  grayling,  but  a 
good  number  of  dace  ;  and  another  pair  of  rods,  out  on  the 
same  stream  to-day,  got  twenty  fish,  dace  and  grayling. 
Blythe  lower  and  finer.  Teau  Brook'  has  plenty  -of  water, 
and  much  coloured  ;  and  the  Chnrnct  is  in  the  same  state. 
— F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). —  I  regrel  report 
that  poaching  on  this  beautiful  but  shamefully  ill-used 
stream  is  still  rampant.  To  my  certain  knowledge  trout, 
both  sea  and  common,  have  been  sold  in  this  place  within 
the  last  few  days.  This  is  the  result  of  night  netting  mi 
tho  free  water.  That  people  can  be  found  to  buy  snob 
ill-conditioned  things  as  the  fish  now  are,  apart  from  any 
feeling  of  legality  or  sportsmanship,  is  a  marvel,  and  it  is 
truly  lamentable  that  the  authorities  take  no  atop-  I  I 
prevont  it. — Heron. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).  —  River  overflowing  its 
banks  in  a  good  many  districts.  Pishing  out  of  tint 
question  entirely  for  a  week  at  least  at  Houghton, 
Hemmingfords,  St.  Ives,  Holywell,  Overcoto,  and 
Bluntisham.  Hope  to  have  Letter  news  to  report  next 
week. — K.  Collinson. 

Ramsey  (Isle  of  Man).— No  doubt  many  of  the 
readers  of  tho  Fish  in  <j  Qmcllr  will  be  glad  to  hear  that 
tho  Board  of  Conservators  of  the  Island  has  ordered, 
through  their  inspector,  from  Mr.  ArmiHtead, of  DumtiioM, 
the  following  fish  for  stocking  our  rivets:  looo  yearling 
rainbow  trout  (JSalmo  iiridtnt),  £90  worth |  600  yearling 
sea  trout  (.S\  t rutin);  over  2<MM|  land-locked  sou  troul 
(Salar  trutta);  SHMMI  palmon.  Fish  food,  J£M>  worth. 
Also  the  Hoard  of  Conservators  Ihivk  tal.on  ou  r  ,11 
the  salmon  fishings  in  the  bays  of  the  inland,  mil  will 
have  the  right  of  granting  licences  for  same,  which 
will  l>e  alicncfit  to  the  rivora  of  the  island. — Wm.  ('inimv 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).—  We  ».  ,■,•  bating  gcod  pike 
and  perch  fishing  in  thin  district  up  to  about  n  week  ago. 
but  the  snow  which  fell  on  Saturday  ban  rendered 
prospects  unsatisfactory.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  snow 
among  the  hills  on  the  upper  Verniow  and  Severn,  and  it 
will  l»o  somo  time  ore  the  last  vestige  disappear*. — 
I'l.tcAToll. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tan  at.  and  Cain  (Llanymy 

neebj.— During  the  past   we.  I;  tliene  ii\cr     have  I  n 

tathor  swollen,  but  are  now  again  getting  into  god  OOD 
dition.  In  tie1  Severn,  coarw  lii-li  and  pike  continue  to 
afford  excellent  uport.    In  tho  Vyrnwy  and  lower  Tunat, 
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owing  to  tin'  stale  of  the  water,  little  sport  Ii.ih  Iiooii  had 

iiniougHt  the  grayling,  but  pike  mid  coarse  fish  have  given 
u'ood  spurt .  That  well  known  practical  iflgler,  Mr.  Johnson, 
The  Mount,  Lhmymyneoh,  Eooi  rjlb.  of  roach  one  day, 
and  two  days  afterwards  captured  8}lb.  of  excellent  perch. 

I'll'  peroh  nho\\od  Hpawu,  and  had  empty  stomachs.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  Taunt  the  Iroutare  in  ovidonee,  and 
nibble  at  the  baita,  but  the  milt  is  running  from  the  cock 

huh.  That  perievering  ami  inveterate  angler,  Mr. 
Smalley,  who  Is  now  on  a  visit  to  bii  old  friend*  at 
Llonymynsoh.  has  had  capital  sport  amongst  tin'  pike,  and 
olio  day  thin  weok  accounted  tor  seven  of  these 
dopi  odator.H. —  V  ybnw  v. 

Sussex  Hivera  and  Chichester  Canal.— There 
is  hut  little  alteration  in  the  state  of  tho  livers.  The 
water  has  lowored  somewhat,  hut  it  will  be  some  time 
before  angling  operations  are  resumed  with  any  hope  of 
suceeSB.  Tho  canal  at  Chichester  is  bonk  high,  and  in 
good  Order,  Roach  hero  have  greatly  improved  since  the 
wood  elearaueo  by  the  corporation,  and  lish  up  to  lib.  to/,, 
have  boon  taken.  They  are  feeding  freely,  and  good 
baskets  havo  been  securod.  Bream  soem  a  bit  off,  and 
Ijlli.  is  the  beaviMt  fleh  1  hear  of  as  taken  during  the 
week.  A  few  small  pike— up  to  4Jlb. — havo  succumbed 
to  live  gorge,  and  a  perch  of  l  jlb.  is  notified  from  t  he 
roach  below  Donningtrm.  Tho  basin  is  now  the  best  spot 
in  the  upper  reaches  fur  all-round  .spurt,  the  towing  patl 
in  tho  lower  reaches  is  in  some  parts  under  water. 
Ghokoi:  F.  Salter. 

Tome  (Ludlow i.  The  Ti  me  in  this  part  was  i  nnning 
in  fair  order  for  angling  up  to  the  end  of  the  weok,  and 
there  wore  a  few  anglers  beginning  to  get  out,  but  the 
weather  changed  suddonly  and  wo  had  a  downfall  of  snow, 
followed  by  a  nasty  thaw,  and  fog,  and  rain,  and  has  again 
quite  upset  nil  prospects  of  fishing.  The  water  is  now 
high  and  muddy,  and  there  is  a  quantity  of  snow  water 
going  down,  and  angling  will  be  at  a  standstill  until  that 
has  cleared  off.  Before  the-  snow  the  roach  and  dace  wen 
moving  at  the  worm  and  maggot,  and  a  few  fish  taken. 
Tike  have  been  more  on  the  foed,  and  have  been  taking 
the  live  bait  better.  A  small  pike  was  landed  under 
Whitcliffe  by  Mr.  Benmaiis,  jun.,  at  the  end  of  last  week 
with  live  bait.— S.  Lum.ow. 

Temo  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  the  water'  is  high 
and  coloured,  and  has  been  running  out  of  order  for  fish- 
ing. At  the  end  of  last  week  the  water  was  getting  into 
fair  order  for  angling,  nnd  there  was  a  prospect  of  grayling 
fishing,  hut  snow  fell,  and  heavy  raiu  up  country  caused 
the  river  to  rise  again,  and  from  the  appearance  of  the 
weather  moro  rain  may  be  expected,  and  angling  will  be 
very  quiet  for  some  time  to  come.— Worcester 

Withain,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).  —  High  water  has 
again  been  the  rule  on  the  river  and  leiding  drains,  and 
sport  for  this  week  has  been  poor  so  far.  Early  last  week 
they  had  run  down  pretty  well,  and  several  decent  takes 
were  mentioned.  At  Washingborough  a  gentleman  got 
tine  lot  of  nineteen  roach,  sealing  15Jlb.,  best  lib.  8Joz., 
and  some  good  roach  were  got  at  Dogdyke.  At  Coningsby 
and  at  Tumby  there  had  been  some  good  sport  among 
roach,  one  party  there  getting  about  201b.  apiece,  and  the 
same  party  had  luck  in  the  same  locality  among  chub, 
getting  fish  of  21b.  and  upwards.  The  Mount  Pleasant 
dram  at  Boston  has  now  and  again  furnished  a  few  iack 
the  best  lot  reported  lately  was  three  scaling  131b  — Luci 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

North-East  of  Scotland— One  of  the  fiercest 
storms  experienced  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century 
visited  tho  East  Coast  of  Scotland  during  the  closing  days 
of  last  week.  It  is  feared  that  the  early  head  of  "spring 
tisli,  which  were  known  to  be  on  the  coast  in  considerable 
numbers,  have  been  driven  into  shelter,  and  that  they  may 
be  late  in  coming  on  again.  Another  likely  hypothesis  is 
that  the  inshore  fish  may  have  taken  to  the  rivers,  which 
is  often  the  ease,  and  if  so  the  early  spring  fishing  will 
prove  all  the  more  prolific  and  interesting.  Meantime  the 
flooded  state  of  the  nve*s  prevents  anything  like  accurate 
observations  being  made.  A  considerable  snowstorm  was 
experienced  inland,  several  inches  of  fresh  snow  having 
been  added  to  the  Christmas  accumulations  — G  M 

Deveron  (Banffshire).-On  the  River  Deveron  the 
spawning  season  is  now  drawing  to  a  close.  At  present  it 
is  impossible  to  estimate  what  progress  fish  have  made 
owing  to  the  spates  that  have  been  so  frequent  since  the 
close  of  the  net  fishing.  At  the  beginning  of  the  season 
fish  were  fairly  prevalent  on  the  upper  fords,  but  the  large 
and  discoloured  water  has  not  disclosed  to  what  extent  the 
beds  have  been  occupied  during  the  past  three  months.  It 
is  anticipated,  however,  that  the  season  will  be  well  up  to 
the  average     The  fish,  as  a  rule,  are  very  strong  Ind 

bel  ^Dd-;',lly  a&nt  a  drn  of  leased  salmon  have 
f6?    n   ^lth-     The  weather  has  been  on  the  whole 

a;  ™Z    l'  ^1  haS  D,0t  S6t  int°       deSree  of  intensity! 

fee  -H.  W10"      66  ^  DOt  yet  got  h5s  usual  suPP!y  3 

Tweed,  Teviot,  &C.-The  w  eather  in  the  Borderland 
during  the  past  fortnight  has  been  of  the  most  variable 
character-s„0w  sleet  hard  frost,  and  now,  at  the  time 
ti&  geu!aJ.and  April-like.'   Such  are  the  varied 

IJ  £  cond,tl°n\  °f  tkis  northern  climate  of  ours 
-never  knowing  what  a  day  may  hring  forth.  At  the 
present  time  the  main  rivers-Tweed  and  Teviot-are  in 
good  volume,  as  are  all  tho  other  Border  streams  The 
salmon  spawning  season  has,  in  my  opinion,  been  a  fairlv 
favourable  one  as  np  to  the  present  time  there  has  been 
no  re  arding  influences  at  work  on  the  streams  to  mterfere 

T  f»r  1  n  y-U5g  d°W5  °f  \he  0va  the  £ab"°°-  everythfng 
so  far  having  conduced  to  a  successful  fulfilment  of 
Isature's  duties.  One  thing  however  rW  W  v, 
remarked  in  the  Kelso  district  during  the  S  fortmS 
is  the  remarkably  small  number  of  breedLf  fish  to  be 
seen  on  the  famous  redds  above  Kelso  Bridgl  Whether 
*  »  that  the  fish  have  gone  higher  u|  to  spawn" 


in  from  Borne  other  enUHO,  it  is  hard  to  tell,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  there  nro  not  the  same  quantity  of 
brooding  fish  in  this  locality  as  have  been  seen  in  previous 
years.  I  am  happy  to  nay  that  very  few  persons  are  out — 
or  have  been  for  some  weeks  back — fishing  for  the 
common  t  rout ;  there  are,  of  course,  somo  who  do  so  all 
tbo  year  round,  but  those  people  are  becoming  less  and 
less  as  they  begin  to  value  the  fishing  when  the  trout  are 
in  proper  condition  for  the  table  ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied 
but  that  the  stand  taken  by  many  of  the  fishmongers  in 
the  district — of  whom  Mr.  A.  Steel,  Kolso,  was  the  first — 
in  refusing  to  purchaHO  trout  after  a  certain  period  in  tho 
autumn,  has  conduced  much  to  this  state  of  things.  The 
past  season  has  been  an  unusually  open  one,  and  should  it 
still  continue  so  an  early  and  successful  spring  fishing 
should  1)0  the  result. — Maxwiikel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  spawning 
season  is  now  practically  over,  and  between  now  and 
March  1  the  brown  trout  shall  have  sufficiently  recuperated 
to  qualify  for  the  landing  net.  Although  the  run  of 
salmon  was  large,  it  was  hardly  so  large  as  that  of  1895-90, 
but  there  was  no  poaching  done  this  season  compared 
with  others,  when  the  slaughter  was  awful.  Spring 
trouting  is  invariably  excellent  on  this  river.  The  first 
run  of  grilse  is  due  about  the  beginning  of  June,  when  the 
iver  is  high. — J.  B. 
Bann. — Anglers  are  looking  forward  anxiously  to  the 
opening  day  on  this  river — the  most  important  one  in 
the  North  of  Ireland.  If  we  may  judge  by  the  runs  of 
falmon  in  the  past  two  seasons,  grilse  fishing,  which  will 
open  about  the  beginning  of  June,  should  show  a  groat 
improvement. — J.  A.  B. 

Boyne  (Drogheda).— The  season  for  rod  angling 
opens  on  the  historic  "  Boyne  Water"  on  the  12th  prox. 
At  present  the  river  is  high,  and  should  this  continue  no 
doubt  the  opening  day  will  see  a  fine  stock  of  spring  fish 
in  tho  river.  Last  spring  the  season  opened  well,  and 
some  remarkably  fine  fish  up  to  401b.  were  killed,  notably 
on  Black  Castle  water. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake. — This  water  is  now  falling,  but  is  still 
far  above  its  ordinary  winter  level.  If  the  weather  con- 
tinues favourable,  good  sport  should  lie  had  at  brown  trout 
by  trolling  during  the  spring. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib.— The  Corrib  is  pretty  high  after  the  floods,  and 
the  spawning  Eeason  is  now  all  but  over.  A  fine  stock  of 
salmon  run  up  this  winter,  not  only  to  the  Corrib  proper, 
but  into  its  tributaries.  The  season  opens  on  the  1st  prox.' 
— J.  A.  B. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— Spring  salmon  have  come  up 
during  the  week,  but  in  very  limited  numbers.  The  river 
continues  in  heavy  flood,  and  nearly  all  the  spawned  fish 
have  cleared  out  to  sea. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— The 
lake  is  now  falling  steadily,  and  will  in  all  probability  be 
m  good  angling  order  when  angling  opens  on  Feb.  1. 
Springy  salmon  continue  to  come  up  in  good  numbers.— 

Lough  Neagh.— The  pollen  fishers  are  sanguine  of 
a  good  season,  which  opens  the  1st  prox.,  from  certain 
omens  known  to  the  initiated.  These  peculiar  fish  con- 
cluded spawning  about  Christmas,  so  that  their  recovery 
is  extremely  rapid,  judging  from  their  good  condition  on  the 
opening  day.  It  is  fortunate  for  the  salmon  and  trout 
that  their  season  does  not  commence  till  March,  as 
the  kelts  are  taken  in  hundreds  during  February  by' the 
pollen  fishers.— J.  B.  ' 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
floods  have  somewhat  abated  this  week,  and  as  the  wind 
is  now  in  the  north,  which  will  rattle  the  water  seawards 
1  quite  expect  that  the  salmon  reaches  here  will  be  fishable 
by  the  opening  of  the  new  season,  Feb.  1.  One  or  two 
huge  springers  were  seen  here  la  st  week ;  indeed,  they  will 
be  trooping  up  from  the  Atlantic  every  day  now  As 
proof  of  the  mildness  of  the  weather,  I  plucked  yesterday 
primroses  snowdrops,  and  crocuses  in  full  bloom,  while 
the  blackbirds  and  thrushes  were  singing  most  deliriously 
— S.  J.  Hurley.  • 


Jingling  ^ti-cfures. 

January  17.   

Anglers'  Pride  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Battersea  Friendly :  Match  at  Cookham. 
Bermondsey  Brothers :  Competition. 
Cambridge  Friendly  :  Outing  to  Henley. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 
Canning  Town  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel. 
Globe  :  Match  at  Ware. 

North-East  Brothers:  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
Peckham  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Aran. 
Sharp  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Kickmansworth. 
West  Ham  :  Match  at  Maldon. 
Westminster  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
January  18. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Visit. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting 

Dibdin  :  Visit. 

North-East  Brothers :  Outing. 

St.  John's :  Visit. 
January  19. 

Independent  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  conoart. 

North  London :  Visit. 

Nottingham  Wellington  :  Dinner. 

Sund:al :  Outing. 
January  20. 

Dibdin  :  Lantern  h  cture. 
January  21. 

Woolwich  Brothers  ;  Supper. 
January  22. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society :  Committee  meeting. 

-Allason  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 
-Clapham  Junction:  Outing. 
-Dalston  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Lsaak  Walton  :  Match. 
-Jubilee:  Private  match. 
-St.  Alban's  :  Match  at  Penton  Hook. 
-Hoxton  Brothers  :  Smoking  concert. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Match. 
-Serapis  :  Inaugural  supper. 
-West  London :  Outing. 
-Alma  :  Match  at  Harefield. 
-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
-Phoenix  :  Roving  match. 
-St.  John's :  Outing. 
-Walham  Green  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
-West  London  :  Outinu. 
-Collingwcod :  Visit. 
-Mildmay :  Supper. 
-Good  Intent ;  Match. 
-Lincoln  :  Match  at  Rickmans  worth. 
-Good  Intent:  Annual  supper. 
-Original  Alexandra :  Annual  supper. 


Jan. 


Feb.    1  — 


14. 
16. 
18. 


SEA  FISHING. 

BallinskeUigs.— Sport  has  been  good  during  the 
week  at  gurnard  and  whiting.  Pollacking  has  not  given 
much  sport  since  last  report,  though  the  trammef  nets 
continue  to  get  good  hauls. — T.  J.  D. 

st1Ho!tiTT,e'7Sp0rt^01nti-,1Ves  °'ood  at  and  about  this 
SrZSrT  r}x.  are/*ll11  S^mg  good  sport,  the  best  all- 
round  lures  for  those  fish  heing  red  rubber  eels.— T.  J  D 
JJeai.— Whilst  the  neap  tides  have  been  on  the  weather 
SoLqfl     m°derat?  1and  in  very  good  condition. 

hZwn  ufA  lai'ge  ^'tipg.  and  an  occasional  cod 
rZ  t  *u  frT  the  Vlclnifcy  of  the  Sout*  Break. 

1  be  sprat  boats  have  been  more  fortunate  lately,  and  the 
E„\rn  V617  larSe  °ow,  weighing  as  much  as  431b.  per 
long  thousand  or  200  neat.  Whilst  writing  (Jan.  3)  a 
fresh  breeze  is  blowing  N.E.,  but  if  it  does  not  last  more 
than  a  couple  of  days  or  so  in  all  probability  there  will  be 
more  sport  yet.— Edwb.  Ha-nqer  (B.S  A  S  ) 

H  f  .°,17flna^ee;TS1plen.did  sport  has  been  had' here  during 
the  past  week  at  hake,  ling,  and  pollack.-T.  J  D 

Valentxa.  -  Though  the  weather  has  been'  rather 
un  avourable,  good  sport  has  been  had  at  pohack  gurnard 
and  whiting  Pollack  fishing  has  declined,  but  is  fxneeted 
to  improve  shortly.— T.  J.  D.  exptcrea 


NEW  PATENTS. 

Ihe  following  list  is  specially  compiled  bv  Mess™ 

Wc"    wlfow^  ChanceVlanef  London; 

readersT  *"  mquiries  free  of  char«e  to  °™ 

T-  Lco^^^^  ^  l-d  Une 


EtjroTts  from  Clufrs 

ITe  beij  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
^^reinsertion)  must  rtaoh  »>■  noi  later  Hum  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  nighfs  e<  neeUngs  by 
nrst  post  on  Friday  Moniinu.  Address  "  Editor.  FlSHINO 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London  " 
marked    Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

,  Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  delegate  meet- 
ing will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  18,  at 
O.60. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.— General  Preservation 
1<  und.— Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  £3  8s.  6d..from  the  members  of  the  Gresham 
A.S.  10s.  Cd.  Original  Alexandra,  and  Kta.  Cd.  Pinner 
Angling  Societies. — R.  Ghubney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  The  next  com- 
mittee meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday,  Jan.  22,  at  8  30 
— K.  Ghurney. 

.  An|flers' Association  (Westkkn  District)  Visit- 
lng  List.  I  beg  to  notify  to  anglers  generally  that  the 
next  visit  on  the  above  will  take  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  18 
to  the  Dibden  A.S.,  held  at  the  St.  Martin's  Tavern' 
fratt-street,  Camden  Town,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.— J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern  1 
District,  No.  2).-The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list 
will  take  place  at  the  St.  John's  Angling- Society  on 
Monday,  Jan.  18.  Two  other  societies  have  visits  on  the 
same  evening  in  the  above  district,  but  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  meeting  at  all  of  them.— F.  Thorling. 

Anglers' Association  (Southern  Disi  hu  t)  Visit- 
•5  ,1  o  ,  t,1^,™  visit  °"  th<>  above  list,  in  conjunction 
?i  ,^S^  ^-V-^,->  took  Plaoe  on  Tuesday  evening  last 
(Jan.  12),  at  the  Clapham  Junction  AiS.,  the  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  when  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening  was  spent,  thoir  large  club-room  being 
crowded  to  excess.  The  chair  was  ably  tilled  by  the  "  Good 
bhepherd  and  on  the  roll  being  called  tho  following 
thirteen  clubs  were  represented:  Anglers'  Pride,  Anchor 

WH^r*  T  nrmt?nthy  B™fc,«»™.  BTaokfrian.  Clapham 
Junction,  Jolly  Butchers,  Second  Surrey,  Waggoners, 
Colhngwood,  Firm  and  True,  Sharp  Waltonians,  Hoxton 
Mi  others  and  St.  Alba,,  s.    The  next  visit  will  t:,ke  place 

1  ree-walk,  Lambeth.    For  date,  see  their  club  report,- 

U.  YV.  Armstrong. 

AA^8nerS'  BeiUe."0l?nt  Competition,  Hurcourt 
ilTa\  n  'ri"1lr/uS(rft'  Mary'<>l™o-ro„d.-VVill  secretaries 
who  still  hold  the  late  A.B.  books  of  tickets  let  the  com- 
mittee have  them  us  soon  as  possible,  so  that  we  may  close 
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the  account  ?  Wliy  don't  the  kind,  benevolent  secretaries, 
if  they  appreciate  the  benevolent  work,  comply  and  send 
books  back  P — Bkn. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
Our  sweepstake  match  will  take  place  at  Sunbury  on 
Jan.  24.  Two  rods  ;  all  fish  (Thames  standard)  to  weigh  ; 
catch  own  baits ;  all  to  leave  by  the  train  after  8  a.m. 
from  London ;  cease  fishing  soon  after  4  p.m.,  to  catch  the 
4.45  p.m.  train  back.  All  members  to  leave  and  return 
together,  ani  all  the  entrance  fees  to  be  paid  into  the 
society  by  next  Wednesday,  the  20th  ;  members  who  do 
not  pay  cannot  compete.  We  were  saved  from  a  blank  on 
10th  by  Messrs.  G.  Blades,  with  perch  (largest  lib.  2joz.), 
from  Thames;  H.  Smith,  perch;  and  E.  Jackson,  dace, 
from  Thames. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Linco)n's-Inn-Fields. — On  Jan.  10  Mr.  Drew 
weighed-in  roach.  A  special  meeting  was  held  on  Jan.  12, 
Mr.  Guittard  in  the  chair.  The  quarterly  balance-sheet 
was  placed  before  the  members  and  found  correct ; 
auditors,  Messrs.  Tomkinson  and  Masters.  We  fish  for 
four  prizes  at  Harefield  on  Jan.  31 ;  usual  conditions. — J. 
Chambers. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— We  fish  for  monthly 
prizes  on  Jan.  17,  at  Ware,  from  the  Boom  to  the  Engine 
House  ;  cease  fishing  at  five  o'clock. — A.  C.  D. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — On  Jan.  10  Mr. 
Wilson  weighed-in  over  2011).  of  jack — a  very  nice  show. 
Messrs.  Mead,  Jenkin,  and  others  also  had  fish.  Our 
next  outing  takes  place  on  Jan.  17,  at  Cookham,  from 
Cookham  Bridge  (including  cutting)  to  Bourne  End 
railway  bridge;  members  all  to  catch  the  train  leaving 
Paddington  at  8.40,  and  return  by  train  leaving  Cookham 
at  7.50.  Will  members  please  turn  up  on  Tuesday 
evenings  early  ? — Dodd. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — Wednesday  next, 
Jan.  20,  will  be  limit  night,  when  all  members  are 
requested  to  clear  the  books  without  fail.  —  T. 
Paternoster. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain's 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— No  prizes  taken  on  Jan.  10. 
They  will  be  fished  for  on  the  17th  ;  same  place  and  con- 
ditions.—W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop' s-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — On  Jan.  10  the  undermentioned  had  fish : 
Messrs.  H.  Deverill,  J.  Lee,  and  Jones  a  nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace.  Members  in  arrears  wisliing  to  fish  in 
the  club  match  at  Ware  on  Jan.  17  can  make  themselves 
eligible  by  being  at  the  clubhouse  on  Saturday  between 
8.30  and  10.30,  and  paying  all  arrears  due.— R.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— On  Jan.  10  Mr.  Marshall 
saved  us  a  blank  with  roach.  The  Independent  Brothers 
take  their  next  concert  for  the  T.A.P.S.,  when  I  hope  they 
will  have  a  full  room,  on  the  19th.— F.  Honour. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — I  hope 
members  will  not  forget  our  pegged-down  match  at 
Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  17th  inst.,  for  eight  prizes.  Mr. 
Aitchison  has  kindly  presented  us  with  a  handsome  set  of 
ruby  bells  to  fish  for  in  the  above.  Members  who  wish  to 
go  down  on  Saturday  evening  ran  do  so.  Swims  to  be 
drawn  for  on  the  Black  Bridge  at  eleven  o'clock  sharp.— 
O.  Jones. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  on  tins 
list  will  go  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.,  Duke  of  Kent, 
Old  Kent-road,  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  18.  This 
society  being  regularly  represented  at  nil  the  visits,  I 
venture  to  hope  that  the  many  club3  on  the  list  will  make 
arrangements  to  be  represented  on  this  occasion.— C. 
Watling.  _    .  .  „ 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
A  concert  took  place  of  this  well-known  and  prosperous 
angling  society  on  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  12,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  South  London  United  Visiting  and  Anglers' 
Association  Lists,  at  the  headquarters,  The  Clarence,  Win- 
stanley-road, Clapham  Junction.  Evidence  of  the  skill  and 
success  of  the  members  was  amply  furnished  by  the  »iany 
fine  specimens  which  hung  on  the  walls  of  the  loams.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd  (Bermondsey  Brothers)  presided,  and  Mr. 
C.  Harris,  vice-chair.  There  was  a  very  large  attendance. 
The  following  clubs  were  represented  :  Anchor  and  Hope, 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Earlsfield,  Jolly 
Butchers.  Second  Surrey,  Hoxton  Brothers,  Waggoners, 
Sharp  Waltonians,  St.  Alban's,  Firm  and  True,  &e. 
Harmony  was  most  agreeably  interspersed.  Amongst 
those  contributing  being    Messrs.   Dent,  C.   Fox,  1. 


Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting  List 
—The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  North 
London  A. S.,  held  at  the  Tap  House.  Holloway-road,  on 
Tuesday  next,  Jan.  19.  The  quarterly  delegate  meeting 
will  take  place  at  the  Middlesex  Arms  on  Thursday  next, 
Jan.  21,  at  9  p.m.— F.  Castei-l.  . 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Jan.  2  we  had  a  very 
fair  show  of  roach,  jack,  and  perch,  one  porch  scaling 
lib.  13Joz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Osment  from  the  Lea  ;  on  .Ptli, 
Messrs.  Pound  and  Potter  weiglred-in  bream  and  roach.  I 
regret  to  Announce  the  death  of  one  of  our  members. 
Mr.  Sherring,  whilst  fishing  at  the  Rye  House,  had  the 
misfortune  to  slip  into  the  water,  and  was  drpwned  before 
nny  assistance  could  be  rendered.  WiU  members  please 
take  notice  that  the  interment  of  our  late  brother  will  take 


place  on  Saturday  (to-day,  Jau.  10) ,  at  2.30,  at  Abney 
Park  Cemetery,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present. 
— E.  J.  M. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E. — Mr.  Kobelt 
had  specimen  perch.  We  hold  our  visit  on  the  South 
London  Visiting  List  on  Monday,  Feb.  1 ,  when  we  hope 
to  have  a  full  house. — W.  Asn. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster. — Since  my  last  report  several  good  shows 
of  fish  have  been  weighed-in.  Mr.  J.  Marsh,  perch, 
largest  lib.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  G.  Shuky,  perch;  Mr.  H.  Shuky, 
roach  ;  and  Mr.  J.  White,  perch.  On  Dec.  l(i  (quarterly 
night),  the  following  were  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing 
quarter:  Messrs.  J.  White,  chair;  A.  Chappell,  hon. 
sec;  F.  Tannert,  treasurer;  C.  Anton  and  J.  Fenni- 
more,  delegates ;  and  H.  Shuky  and  M.  ■  Vethrs,  auditors. 
— A.  Chappell. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.  —  At  our 
last  meeting  we  arranged  a  day's  outing,  at  Harlow,  on 
the  24th,  for  three  prizes;  all  to  start  on  the  morning. 
Will  members  note  that  Wednesday  next  is  quarterly 
night  ? — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston. — On  Jan.  10  a  few  members  ventured 
out,  but  owing  to  the  Hoods  were  unable  to  score.  On  the 
12th  our  quarterly  meeting  was  held,  and  the  auditors, 
Messrs.  J.  Comber  and  W.  Thompson,  gave  their  report, 
which  was  accepted  with  thanks.  The  balance-sheet  was 
read  and  adopted.  It  was  also  decided  that  on  the  24th 
wo  should  fish  a  boundary  match,  at  Windsor,  for  six 
prizes ;  full  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse. — 
S.  Max  by. 

Dibdin  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern. 
Pratt-street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — Our  return  visit  will 
be  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  18.  On  Jan.  20,  Mr.  Ward,  of 
the  Bostonians,  has  kindly  offered  to  give  us  his  popular 
lantern  show  and  lecture  on  "Anglers  and  what  thoy 
Catch."  All  membeis  of  the  fraternity  are  cordially 
invited  on  both  occasions. — E.  Heath. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  compete  for  two  prizes  in  the  Lea  on 
Jan.  17,  between  Ware  Bridge  and  Ware  Lock  ;  roach 
only  to  weigh. — W.  Lawrenc  e. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street.— On  the  10th  Messrs. 
H.  Bailey  and  G.  West  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Thames. 
On  and  after  Jau.  21  the  society  will  be  held  at  the  Mar- 
court  Arms,  Harccurt-street,  Marylebone-road.  Our 
meeting  nights  will  be  Thursdays  instead  of  Tuesdays.— 
A.  Crow. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Messrs.  Marks,  Flint,  and 
Maybury  brought  in  some  good  roach  on  the  10th  inst. 
The  members  will  fish  for  prizes  on  Feb.  7,  the  plaje  to 
be  named  next  week.  Annual  supper  will  take  place  on 
Feb.  10.    More  particulars  later  on. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 
the  12th  inst  ,  the  president  (Mr.  J.  Hamilton)  presiding. 
Messrs.  Stokes  and  Lee  were  awarded  the  prizes  given  for 
November  and  December  respectively.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade, 
of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Association,  opened  the 
collecting  box,  and  the  sum  found  therein  was  £1  14s.  3d. 
Mr.  Wade  thanked  the  members  of  the  Grange  for  the 
amount,  and  spoke  of  the  good  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
A  ssociation  was  doing.  The  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society's  collecting  box  will  be  opened  in  March.— W.  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— A  special  general 
meeting  of  members  was  held  on  Tuesdiy  to  complete 
the  new  rule3.  When  the  society  was  formed  in  1881,  it 
was  one  of  the  fundamental,  though  unwritten,  rules  that 
Sundav  fishing  should  not  be  recognised.  The  committee 
recently  appointed  to  revise  the  rules  left  out  the  words 
"  on  weekdays  only  "  from  the  rule  relating  to  prize  com- 
petitions. These  words,  though  not  originally  in  the  rules, 
had  been  inserted  a  long  time  back,  and  the  principle  had 
always  been  acted  on  from  the  beginning.  Their  omission 
now  caused  strong  dissent  among  many  of  the  older 
members,  and  hence  the  meeting  was  called.  The  rules  com 
mittee,  and  thoso  who  supported  tho  change,  had  no  very 
strong  feeling  on  the  subject,  and  lather  than  Ixs  the  cause 
of  dissension  gracefully  gave  way,  and  the  words  No 
Sunday  fishing  to  be  recognised  "  have  now  been  inserted. 
Of  course,  individual  members  can  fish  when  they  like,  but 
the  society,  as  such,  adhero  to  their  old  fundamental 
law.  Another  question  was  the  proposal  to  debar  honorary 
members  from  tho  privileges  of  fishing  and  voting  held  by 
paying  members.  This,  too,  was  reversed,  and  honorary 
members  will  in  future  be  entitled  to  full  privileges.  A 
motion  to  discontinue  prize  fi»l»ng  was  not  cirned.  J  be 
meeting  was  under  the  chairmanship  otG.  Chambers,  Kan., 
J  P  and  under  his  discreet  ruling  the  greatest  unanimit  y 
and  good  feeling  prevailed,  and  all  parties  appeared  pleased 
with  the  result.  Other  minor  alterations  were  made,  and 
the  new  rules  are  now  in  force,  and  Will  shortly  bo 
published.  The  society  was  repotted  to  lie  in  a  nourishing 
condition,  both  numerically  and  financially.  1  ho  enter- 
tainment  committee  also  met  on  Tuesday,  and  prepared  a 
programme  for  tin' next  six  months,  consisting  of  fishing 
competitions,  concerts,  reading  of  papers  discussions,  Ac, 
which  will  also  shortly  Ik-  published.  The  general  com- 
mittee will  meet  next  Tuesday,  at  0.30,  to  receive  the 
auditors'  report,  and  prepare  for  the  annual  general 
meeting,  which  will  take  place  OH  '1  uosduy,  tho  80tD 
instant.— James  Taylek. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Old  Drown. 
182  Brick-lane,  Methnal  Green-road.— On  Jan.  10  we  had 
a/  blank.  Will  members  kindly  attend  next  Wednesday 
(general  night)  to  elect  a  new  secretary  (which  is  urgently 
needed)  and  pass  tho  balance-sheet.— H.  Baubiiayv. 


Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E.  —  On  Jau.  10, 
Messrs.  Frank  Newton  had  reach,  and  II.  Bailey,  roach. 
Our  next  monthly  smoking  concert  will  take  place  ou 
Monday  evening,  Jan.  25,  when  the  chair  will  be  taken  at 
8.30  sharp  by  G.  H.  Shepherd  (host  of  Bermondsey 
Brothers),  faced  by  G.  Armstrong  (visiting  officer  Southern 
District),  supported  by  a  host  of  talent.  Ladies  cordially 
invited. — Johnny. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society.  Te  Olde  Burton, 
Freemau's-court,  Cheapside,  E.C. — At  the  usual  monthly 
meeting,  held  on  (ith  inst.,  it  was  decided  we  should  con- 
tinue to  rent  the  fishing  at  Langford  Mills.  On  tho  11th 
inst.  Mr.  F.  C.  H.  Sevfang  weighed  in  six  roach,  olb.  (IJoz. 
(be3t  fish  15oz.),  taken  from  the  society's  private  waters. — 
F.  C.  H.  Seyfang. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  match  on  Jau.  10  came 
off  at  Richmond,  as  arranged.  The  following  wore  the 
prizewinners:  Messrs.  Burwash,  first ;  Wilks,  second; 
Boys,  third.  Messrs.  Gates  and  J.  H.  Herbert  also  had 
fish.— J.  11.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  Jan.  10.  Only  two 
were  taken,  Messrs.  Furlong  and  Martin  being  the 
winners.  The  remaining  two,  with  one  added  prize,  will 
be  fished  for  again  on  Jan.  24,  competitors  being  allowed  to 
choose  their  own  tishing  waters  (private  waters  barred). 
Three  "specials"  were  competed  for  on  Wednesday, 
13th  inst.  Only  two  were  taken,  Messrs.  Martin  and 
Hayward  being  the  winners.  Tlie  remaining  prize,  with 
one  added,  will  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday,  27th  inst., 
between  the  Fish  and  Eels  and  Ratty's  Weir.  Mr  W. 
Wilshere,  on  the  12th  inst.,  had  three  nice  jack,  which 
scaled  201b.  3|oz.,  heaviest  one  101b.  lijoz.  :  he  also  had 
81b.  5oz.  of  roach.  Mr.  T,  Harris  weighed-in  perch  on 
the  13th  inst.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— Our  concert 
on  Saturday  proved  a  great  success,  when  some  good 
talent  appeared,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
We  fish  an  open  competition  on  Jan.  17,  under  the  una] 
conditions.  The  following  weighed-in  on  .lan.  10  last 
Mr.  Bethel,  dace  and  roach  ;  Mr.  Woodhouse,  dace  and 
gudgeon.— G.  EDWARDS. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville.— On  Jan.  10  none  of  our 
members  weighed-in  i  Our  last  general  outing  of  the 
season  will  take  place  on  Feb.  14.  at  Rickmansworth  j 
roving  match;  all  to  start  on  the  morning.  Our  next 
concert  will  take  place  on  Monday  next.  Shall  be  pleased 
to  see  any  anglers  or  friends. — W.  WATLING, 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.— 
Tho  Howietoun  Fishery  Company  advise  us  that  the  2imi 
two-year-old  trout,  100  S.  levenenait,  50  Solar,  and  60 
?obras  will  be  sent  off  to  arrive  at  Ruibon  on  Friday 
morning,  Jan.  15.  These  will  be  placed  in  tho  reservoir 
at  Pen-y-Cae.  Mr.  T.  W.  Redford,  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association,  says  the  L.  and  Y.  Bail  way 
Companyihas  given  cheap  fares  from  Liverpool  to  ChtnROe, 
Heapy,  Hightown,  Harwich,  Maghull,  Rnflord,  and  With- 
nell.  He  lias  not  yet,  however,  received  the  list  from  the 
L.  and  N.W.  and  Great  Western  Companies.  Mr.  Bed- 
ford further  says  that  their  cards  will  not  only  be  a  pass- 
port to  tho  cheap  railway  fares,  but  will  entitle  their 
holders  to  free  fishing  in  the  Shropshire  Union  and 
Lancaster  Canals.  Heapy,  Horwioh,  and  Withnell  stations 
are  adjacent  to  tho  Bivington  reservoirs,  and  members, 
therefore,  of  the  Liverpool,  Angling  Association  will  be 
able  to  go  a-tishing  in  these  reservoirs  at  reduced  fares, 
i.e.,  one  and  B  quarter  fare  for  the  double  journey, 
covering  three  days.— ElD.  Wo'OLFIXL. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row.— At  the  meeting 
on  Monday  last  there  was  a  good  attendance  of  members, 
and  some 'important  business  was  gone  through.  Alter  a 
lengthy  discussion  re  the  weighing-in  of  specimen  fish,  tlio 
following  resolution  was  passed:  That  specimen  flab  may 
be  weighed-in  from  any  waters.  It  was  also  decided  that 
the  association  provide  a  prize  for  each  specimen  Bab, 
independent  of  those  presented  by  members  and  friends. 
Tin  travelling  cuds  of  the  Provincial  A. A.  are  now  ready, 
and  members  can  have  same  on  application  to  the  secre- 
taries of  their  sc  cletios.— James  UlTNOLDB. 

Mildmav  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-greon,  Mildmay  Park.  N.-On  TnoMlav  last  Wt 
had  a  good  attendance.  The  auditor*  guye  theft  report  M 
to  the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  a  substantial  balance 
on  the  right  side.  Prize  winners  for  the  last  season  were 
announced,  and  the  prize  list  for  tho  current  season  was 
started,  and  eight  half  guinea  and  one  guinea  pr./eg  wore 
offered.  The  committoo  moot  on  1  uosduy  next,  at  K..M  , 
to  settle  the  details  of  our  t  ,veltth  annul!  dinner,  which 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Fob  2.  Several  members  wore 
out  during  the  week,  but  Hie  river  was  in  Hood,  and 
fishing  impossible.  — II.  BTO(  U'W.K. 

Mitre  Brothers,  Mitre  Tavern,  Kmgsgato  street, 
HolbOtn.— On  tbo  loth  Mr.  Freeman  saved  us  from  ii 
blank  with  jack,  lib.  Oo*.  On  the  Nth  our  K,ok«  wore 
audited,  and  showed  a  good  balance.  Mr.  Clark  was  elected 
,,  working  member.  Our  usual  meeting  night  is  post  p..  nod 
till  the  25th  inst.,  "ben  I  hope  to  tee  all  inomWs  show 

"''North-Eaat  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Mar 

»nd  Garter,  Oracn-etnet,  BethnaT Crreen.- j /•■"■•»'»« 

member,  weighed-in  on  the  loth  (..  Smith  I, 
largest  lib.  !*>«.;  C.  Lamb,  hc,  run.  fa  and  perch  ;  and 
J.  Luton,  roach.    On  Jan.  17.  pegg' d  do«  n  match  at  M 

Margaret's,  all  sUrt  by  tho  following  « ram.  :  Liver,  1 

street,  Bo'clock,  or  GloU-road  7.30.-A.  LlWU. 
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North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House. 
Holloway-road.— Tho  next  return  visit  on  tho  Clerkenwell 
I  Hstrict  Visiting  List  takes  place  nfc  tho  above  on  Tuesday, 
Jan.  I!),  when  I  hope-  to  see  ull  the  clubs  on  the  hbt 
present,' this  being  tho  tlrst  visit  in  tho  New  Year.  I 
hope  this  invito  will  be  accepted.  Secretaries  not  receiving 
notice,  please  accept  this  as  such,  and  oblige,— H. 
Stretch.  _     _  _ 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  Tho  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Jan.  10  Mr.  Boulllor  had  a  few  good 
roach  from  the  Thames.  On  Jan.  31  thcro  will  be  a  roving 
match,  for  throe  prizes  j  two  rods;  fish  where  you  like.- 
H  C 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Custlo,  Church-stroot,  Edgwaro-road.  —  Our  outing  at 
Bourne  Knd  on  tho  I Oth  was  successful,  all  prizes  boing 
taken,  although  the  weight  of  lish  was  small.  Messrs. 
Grummett,  ('list,  Wheeler,  Reed,  and  Watch  were  tho 
winners.— F.  Wiiuklkr. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen  s  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
gtreot,  Edgwaro-road.— On  the  10th  inst.  tho  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Brett,  Harding,  Coatee,  and  Winsby, 
sen.— (<Ko.  Kkknk. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  The  Hose  and 
Crown,  Lisson-street,  Maryloboiie,  N.W.— Members  were 
out  on  tho  10th,  but  found  moio  water  than  thoy  wished 
for.  Only  a  fow  roach  and  bream  wore  weighod-in  from 
the  Thames.— A.  E.  PAYNE, 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New- 
street,  Kennington  Park-road.  —  We  had  a  blank  on 
Jan.  10,  which  1  trust  will  not  occur  again,  On  Jan.  24 
we  fish  a  roving  competition  between  Penton  Hook  Lock 
and  tho  Bells  of  Outley  ;  all  to  go  and  return  from  Staines  ; 
tow-path  only. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Emprosp,  St. 
John's-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — On  Jan.  10  we  had  our 
first  blank  of  the  season.  On  the  13th  the  committee 
arranged  that  five  prizes  be  fished  for,  at  Shiplake,  on  the 
3Ut,  but  if  the  Thames  is  out  of  condition  on  that  date 
they  will  be  fished  for  on  some  other  water  in  February  ; 
full  particulars  at  clubhouse. — F.  Thorling. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  Jan.  10 
the  following  weighed-in  roach :  Messrs.  S.  King, 
111b.  3oz. ;  G.  Campbell,  21b.  lOoz. ;  J.  Petrie,  lib.  15oz. 
Important  business  next  Tuesday,  when  I  should  like  all 
members  to  be  present. — W.  Aldis. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Rising 
Sun,  Rockingham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. — 
On  Jan.  10  Messrs.  Coleman  and  Francis  showed  some 
nice  roach  from  the  Thames.  On  Jan.  1"  our  outing  to 
Rickmansworth  by  first  train  from  Euston  at  ".30. — A.  C. 
Francis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Jan.  10  Mr.  Massey 
had  G£lb.  of  roach.  Jan.  12,  Mr.  Abrahams  brought  up 
the  champion  show  of  the  season  so  far,  consisting  of  jack, 
20flb.,  the  largest  151b. ;  roach,  66flb.,  the  sixteen  test 
fish  weighing  respectively,  21b.  2oz.,  lib.  12foz.,  lib.  lloz., 
lib.  9Joz.,  lib.  8|oz.,  lib.  Tho?..,  lib.  7oz.,  lib.  6ioz., 
lib.  Goz.,  lib.  6|oa.,  lib.  6Joz.,  lib.  6oz.,  lib.  5£oz., 
lib.  5Joz.,  lib.  4Joz.,  lib.  4oz.  The  gross  total  weight, 
891b.  Mr.  Covetti  was  elected  unanimously.  Next 
Tuesday  the  committee  will  meet  here  at  9  p.m. ;  all 
members  are  requested  to  attend. — Pelican. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive ,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Jan.  10  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Woodford,  bream  and  roach  ;  Ehren,  roach. — W. 
Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith. — On  Tuesday  night 
it  was  resolved  to  appoint  another  outing  on  next  Tuesday, 
19th  inst,  the  last  one  being  a  failure  ;  and  a  date  is  to  be 
fixed  for  a  social  concert,  members  and  friends  to  be 
invited. — J.  S.  Smith. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road.— Some  of  our  members  fished  at  Henley  on 
the  7th  inst.  for  four  prizes,  which  were  all  taken,  the 
first  prize  winner  being  Mr.  Silverlock,  with  1211).  of  roach  ; 
the  second  prize  being  taken  by  our  president,  Mr.  R. 
Mills,  with  9|lb.  of  Toach ;  Messrs.  George  and  Maish 
taking  the  other  two  piizes  with  smaller  takes.— Thos.  F. 
Ward. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
there  was  a  very  good  attendance.  Re  outing  on  Jan.  31, 
at  Marlow,  members  to  go  by  first  train  from  Paddington, 
and  weigh-in  at  the  club-room  10.15  p.m.  Several  letters 
were  then  read  re  concerts,  &c,  one  from  the  Anchor  and 
Hope,  which  club  several  members  promised  to  attsnd  — 
F.  E.  Haydon. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— On  Jan.  10  we 
had  a  blank  as  to  fish.  I  hope  members  will  not  forget 
match  at  Maldon  on  Jan.  17.  Members  can  go  down  on 
Saturday  night ;  to  start  fishing  as  soon  as  daylight.  The 
train  on  morning  of  match  leaves  Stiatford  at  8  a.m.— 
R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Our  last  match  proved  a  failure.  Seveial 
members  went  out,  but  returned  with  empty  bags,  as  the 
waters  were  very  unfavourable.  Our  next  outing  is  fixed 
for  Jan.  28  th  and  31st.,  for  six  prizes;  weights  and  con- 
ditions as  in  last  match.  Members  fishing  cm  the  Thurs- 
day must  give  notice  as  usual,  and  all  fish  to  be  weighed-in 
on  day  of  capture.  Our  president  has  offered  a  "  Bicker- 
dyke  s  book  for  the  heaviest  roach  of  lib.  or  upwards  — 
J.  J.  Hunter. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Telegraph,  Re- 
gency-street, S.W.— We  fish  a  match  between  Rve  Hou=e 
and  St.  Margaret's  on  the  17th.  Start  by  9.8  train  from 
Liverpool-street.   Three  prizes,  and  a  point  in  the  cup  — 


Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road.  Plumttead.  —  The  following 
members  have  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  F.  C  res  well,  roach, 
41b.  loz. :  P..  Scarborough,  roaoh ;  A.  Scarborough, 
roaeh:  J.  Wensley,  roach.  Will  all  members  please  take 
notice  that  we  hold  a  quiet  supper  on  Thursday,  the  21st 
inst.,  at  7.30  p.m.,  when  1  hope  to  see  a  very  large  number 
sit  down.    Come  early. — P.  Smith. 


ANGLING  NOTES  AND  QUERIES. 

(From  the  Field.) 
Eels  in  a  Grass  Field.— As  I  was  walking  across  a 
grass  field  cm  Dec.  31  I  found  four  live  eels  lying  on  the 
grass  about  ten  yards  from  a  pond.  I  also  found  one  the 
day  before,  two  or  three  fields  distant.  Can  you  tell  me  if 
they  are  often  found  on  land,  and  if  it  signifies  anything  ? 
— C.  E.  R.  Brocklkbank  (The  Roscote,  Heswall, 
Chester.)  [  It  is  well  known  that  eels  Occasionally  leave 
the  water  and  wriggle  through  wet  grass,  and  Day 
("  British  Fishes,"  Vol.  II.,  p.  243)  says  :  "  Especially  on 
the  approach  of  stormy  weather  they  have  been  known  to 
migrate  over  newly  ploughed  fields  or  gardens."  We  can 
only  surmise  the  motive  of  these  movements.  It  may  be 
discontent  with  their  home— a  desire  to  find  fresh  food 
;Tiicl  water.  It  is  even  recorded  that  eels  have  been  known 
to  make  land  journeys  in  order  to  steal  peas  from  the 
kitchen  garden,  but  belief  in  that  story  is  strictly  optional. 
—Ed.] 

Lifting  Power  or  Rons. — Referring  to  the  question 
raised  as  to  the  lifting  power  of  rods,  it  may  be  well  to 
recall  what  was  said  by  the  late  Charles  St.  John  on  the 
subject.  In  the  memoir  prefacing  "  Natural  History  and 
Sport  in  Moray,"  collected  from  his  journals,  &c,  is  set 
out  a  letter  from  Sir  Alexander  Gordon  dimming  of 
Altyeeto  St.  John,  giving  a  most  interesting  account  of 
the  capture  of  a  salmon  at  Rannoch  (Randolph's  Leap), 
on  the  Findhorn.  Sir  Alexander,  in  describing  how  he 
attempted  to  stop  the  salmon  going  over  a  fall,  says:  "I 
held  on  above  the  rapid  till  I  thought  my  good  Forrest  rod 
would  have  gone  at  the  hand,"  and  St.  John  then  adds  a 
foot  note  as  follows  :  "  I  once  asked  several  old  sportsmen 
what  weight  was  on  the  line  at  tho  very  heaviest  strain 
you  could  put  on  with  rod  in  hand,  as  when  holding  on 
like  grim  death  to  an  insubordinate  fish,  the  end  of  the 
line  being  attached  to  a  spring  balance,  i.e.,  what  weight 
the  balance  would  register.  One  man  guessed  351b.  ; 
another,  laughing  at  him,  said  he  would  bet  201b.  to  be 
nearer  the  mark  ;  none  guessed  less  than  151b.  The  fact 
is  you  cannot  ,  with  the  best  and  strongest  tackle,  draw 
out  more  than  3|lb.  or  41b." — Civis. 


A  LEASH  OF  LARGE  PIKE. 
It  was,  I  think,  in  the  winter  of  1836-7  that  Mr.  Fielder, 
woolstapler,  of  St.  Mary's-hill,  Newbury,  caught  a  241b. 
Kennet  pike  at  Greenham.  It  was  the  custom  at  that 
time — known  to  myself  as  a  mere  youngster  from  watching 
keen,  clever  pike  anglers — to  troll  with  gudgeon  or  dace  on 
double  gorge  hooks.  And  doubtless  this  short,  well  fed 
fish  was  captured  in  this  manner.  Myself,  among  many 
others,  saw  this  nice  pike  soon  after  Mr.  Fielder  had 
brought  it  home,  and  it  weighed  a  good  241b. 

A  Tooth-broken  Pike. 
The  late  Mr.  Thomas  Newton,  of  Newbury,  obtained 
the  permission  of  William  Chatteris,  Esq.,  the  then 
resident  owner  of  Sandleford  Priory,  within  the  parish  of 
Newbury  (but  extra-parochial  as  regards  certain  rating), 
to  angle.  Mr.  Newton,  accompanied  by  an  attendant, 
having  procured  a  live  lib.  roach,  proceeded  to  angle  with 
float  and  single  hook  tied  on  gimp  in  Sandleford  Lake.  A 
big  pike  seized  the  bait,  and  was  hooked.  The  pike  had 
lost  some  of  its  teeth,  but  it  drove  the  roach  up  the  gimp 
like  a  parch  will  sometimes  "  shoot  "  the  minnow  up  the 
gut,  and  as  the  angler  in  this  case  had  got  no  landing  net 
or  gaff,  the  attendant  waded  in,  and  actually  took  up  the 
251b.  pike  in  his  arms  and  landed  it.  This  pike  was  caught 
during  the  last  few  years  of  Mr.  Francis  Francis's  life, 
and  when  he  was  an  official  connected  with  the  Brighton 
Aquarium. 

Estimated  to  be  a  Hundred  Years  Olp- 
In  the  early  part  of  1895,  Mr.  Davies,  the  then  angler- 
host  of  the  Jack  of  Newbury  Inn,  in  Northbrook-street, 
caught  a  27-pounder  pike  while  angling  in  the  Earl  of 
Carnavon's  lake  in  Higholere  Park.  This  water  also  con- 
tained raid  ;  so  to  tempt  the  pike  with  a  change  of  diet 
the  "jack"  angler  offered  a  bright  dace,  and  it  was 
"  accepted,"  and  by  the  aid  of  another  Newbury  resident, 
named  Walter  Graham,  landed  the  big  pike.  Mr.  Davies, 
as  keen  with  the  fly  rod  as  with  a  stiffer  "implement," 
estimated  this  pike  to  be  100  years  old.  Nothing  was  said 
at  the  time  of  capture  about  this  fish's  "  dentition,"  so 
perhaps  the  Sandleford  pike  might  have  been  even  a  bit 
older— the  latter  water  being  partly  fed  by  the  river  (or 
rivulet)  Enborne,  dividing  Berks  and  Hants  hereabouts. 
Well  might  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon  desire  to  clear  his 
spacious  lake  of  such  demon  destroyers  of  young  wild 
ducks  and  other  fowl,  and  to  try  the  experiment  of  trout 
The  late  Mr.  Francis  Francis  estimated  that  a  compara- 
tively moderate  sized  pike  confined  in  the  Brighton 
Aquarium  would  eat  on  an  average  about  lib.  of  fish  food 
per  day.  That  the  pike  in  question  would  seize  its  prey- 
say  of  31b.— and  it  would  take  the  confined  pike  three  days 
to  consume  its  victim.  But  what  of  the  free  rivers  for 
food  and  fun  ?  ^V.  Fry 

•  ,T  vVe,a  cucumber— one  of  the  curious  jelly  bodies  that 
inhabit  the  ocean— can  practically  efface  himself  when  in 
danger  by  squeezing  the  water  out  of  his  body  and  forcing 
himself  into  a  narrow  crack— so  narrow  as  not  to  be  visible 
to  the  naked  eye.  He  can  throw  out  nearly  the  whole  of 
his  inside,  and  yet  live  and  grow  it  again. 


LATE_NEWS. 

RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  spawning  season  has, 
taken  generally,  been  most  successful.  From  some  rivers 
it  is  reported  that  dead  fish  have  been  found  on  the  banks, 
but  this  is  not  an  uncommon  occurrence  during  spawning 
time.  Tho  trace  of  disease  has,  however,  been  notified. 
A  large  number  of  migratory  fish  have  been  on  the 
spawning  beds,  and  this  is  likely  to  keep  the  trout  back 
in  condition  ;  but  as  the  rivers  have  been  in  heavy  flood, 
the  big  fish  will  no  doubt  get  to  the  sea.  The  weather  is 
now  setting  in  cold.  The  continuous  rain  has  stopped 
much  fishing,  but  a  little  has  been  done  with  pike,  some 
fair  takes  being  reported  from  the  canal  at  Tiverton. 
There  have  been  complaints  of  undersized  fish  being  taken 
Horn  the  Exeter  Canal. — Devonian. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  water  is  now  agaiu  in 
splendid  colour  for  any  sort  of  angling,  and  if  no  rain 
comes  to  disturb  it,  will  be  in  splendid  condition  for  the 
15th  inst.— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.— On  Jan.  10,  Mr.  Jagot, 
sen.,  weighed-in  perch  from  the  Lea  ;  Mr.  C.  Bunyon  and 
Mr.  H.  Bunjon  also  had  a  nice  show  of  roaoh,  but  too 
late  to  weigh-in.  Will  members  kindly  show  up  next 
Wednesday  ?    Business  very  important. — H.  Hainks. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E.— Owing  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  very  few  of  our  members  were 
out  on  Jan.  10,  the  only  one  weighing-in  (Mr.  J.  Jones) 
taking  first  prize  with  roach.  Our  visit  on  the  Central 
Association  takes  place  on  Monday,  Jan.  18,  when  I  hope 
we  shall  be  well  supported.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pick  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  the 
above  society  will  fish  a  competition  for  their  January 
series  of  prize3  on  Jan.  17.  Conditions — members  to  be 
allowed  to  fish  anywhere  in  the  Thames  between  Richmond 
and  Cucklade,  and  leave  London  on  Saturday  night. — 
Ai,f.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 

Southwark-street,  S.E.  —  Since  my  last  report,  Mr. 
Merrygold  has  weighed  in  jack,  total  weight  291b.  Mr. 

F.  Barker  and  Mr.  G.  Deplidge  weighed  in  some  very 
nice  roach  and  dace,  largest  dace,  13Joz.,  taken  by  the 
last  named. — J.  Foster. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Our  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  10,  but  owing  to  the  swollen  rivers 
and  flooded  banks,  had  poor  sport.  Messrs.  Thompson, 
Papworth,  and  B.  Lees  had  some  nice  fish,  and  Mr. 
Papworth  a  reach  of  lib.  2Joz. — B.  Bissell 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Gecrge, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Only  two  members 
were  out  on  Jan.  10.  Nothing  worth  mentioning  as 
regards  weights,  but  we  still  retain  our  record  for  a  show 
of  fish  every  week  of  the  present  season.  Our  host  (Mr. 
Flower)  has  presented  another  prize  to  this  society.  Will 
members  attend  on  Wednesday  to  decide  how  we  are  to 
dispose  of  same  ?  Yet  another  prize,  a  handsome  gaff 
hook.  Members  start  fishing  for  same  from  February  to 
close  of  season  ;  gross  weight  only ;  fish  from  bank. — 
At.f.  Gcnn. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone. — On  Jan.  3 
the  following  weighed-in  roach :  Messrs.  Dutton  and 
Hutchiugs.  On  the  8th  Mr.  Davis  was  proposed,  and  will 
be  elected  on  the  14th.  On  the  13th,  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris, 
roreh  and  dace. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road. — Our  members  were  out  on  Jan.  3,  and 
bad  a  good  show  of  roach  as  follows  :  S.  Hill,  Gib.  Oios.  ; 
H.  Haines,  141b.  5ioJz. ;  F.  Vanhegan,  121b.  Ojfoz.  Tho 
following  weighed-in  on  the  10th  :  F.  Vanhegan,  Gib.  9foz. 
roaeh  ;  H.  Haines,  31b.  2Joz.  roach. — H.  Smith. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne- 
r;ad. — On  Jan.  10  we  had  some  niee  roach  from  the 
Thames.  We  have  arranged  a  private  match  to  take  dace 
on  Jan.  24.  Will  members  please  attend  on  Wednesday 
next,  when  the  conditions,  &c.,  will  be  arranged. — A.  Idk. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  the  10th  Mr.  W. 
Poore  saved  us  from  a  blank  with  a  nice  show  of  roach,' 
weighing  121b.  9oz.  Our  annual  suppor  is  arranged  for 
Feb.  18.— E.  Brockett. 

Royal  Oeorge  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Jan.  10  most  of  our 
members  were  out,  but  only  one  returned  with  fish,  viz., 
Mr.  Roach.  We  were  poorly  attended  last  meeting  night, 
and  added  one  moro  working  member  to  our  list.  The 
next  concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  will  take  place  at  the 
Independent  Brothers  on  Jan.  19,  when  I  nope  to  see 
members  turn  up  in  strong  force. — Reporter. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— A  most  successful  visit  of  the  societies  on  this  list  was 
paid  to  the  Clapham  Junction  A.S.  on  the  14th.  Mr. 

G.  H.  Shepherd,  vice-president  of  the  list,  ably  occupied 
the  chair,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,!  ami 
although  only  thirteen  societies  responded  to  the  roll,  their 
large  elubroom  was  crowded.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid 
to  the  Collingwood  A.S.,  held  at  the  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collingwood-streot,  Blackfriars-rond.  Notice  of  date  next 
week. — Alf  Conn. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Anns,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Oil  Jan.!'  Mr. 
J.  Stevens  weighed-in  a  nice  lot  of  roach  (largest,  MJoe.)  ; 
Mr.  W.  Stevens,  roneh  and  perch';  Messrs.  Foul  and 
Callcutt,  perch.— H.  W. 
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ANCHOR  FISHING  SOCIETY,  KINGSTON- 
ON-THAMES. 
The  members  of  this  flourishing  young  society,  to  the 
number  of  about  forty,  assembled  at  a  "  social  dinner"  at 
their  headquarters,  the  Blue  Anchor,  Kingston  on 
Wednesday  evening.  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  presiding, 
and  Mr.  R.  House  occupying  the  vice-chair.  The  meal 
was  of  an  excellent  character,  and  was  hugely  enjoyed. 
After  dinner  the  chairman  read  a  telegram  from  Mr 
G.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  president, 
expressing  his  regret  that  he  was  unable  to  attend 
the  gathering,  and  the  hope  that  the  Anchorites 
would  pass  a  very  pleasant  evening  together.  After  the 
usual  loyal  toasts  had  been  didy  honoured,  the  chairman 
presented  to  Mr.  C.  Smith,  one  of  the  members,  a 
portrait  of  himself  in  oils,  painted  by  Mr.  A.  Phillips, 
of  Staines,  formerly  of  Kew,  who  is  also  a  member  of 
this  society.  He  expressed  the  thanks  of  the  society  to 
Mr.  Pliillips,  who  was  present,  for  having  offered  such  a 
valuable  prize  for  competition,  and  congratulated  that 
gentleman  upon  the  brilliant  succes3  he  had  achieved  in 
treating  his  subject,  mentioning  at  the  same  time  that  he 
was  successful  in  getting  one  of  his  pictures  into  the 
National  Gallery,  and  finding  a  purchaser  for  it  at  a 
good  round  figure.  The  competition  was  for  roach,  and 
a  singular  thing  in  connection  with  it  was  that  Mr. 
Smith  tied  with  Mr.  Smart,  and  that  when  the  tie  came 
off  Mr.  Smith  was  successful  by  only  £oz.  Mr.  Phillips, 
who  was  heartily  applauded,  congratulated  Mr.  Smith 
upon  his  success,  and  for  having  won  it  in  an  exhibition 
of  true  sport,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  him  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pincott  Hall. 
"  Kindred  Societies"  was  proposed  by  the  Chairman, 
who  referred  to  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  and  the 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association.  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett 
(Piscatorial  Society),  Mr.  Hawkins,  and  Mr.  Pincott  Hill 
(Re-stocking  Association)  responded,  Mr.  Amphlett  re- 
marking upon  the  good  work  done  during  the  past  year 
in  re-stoeking  the  Thames.  Songs  were  sung  during  the 
evening  by  Messrs.  Pincott  Hill,  Hedger,  Lewis,  Nutball, 
Nightingale,  J.  W.  Hanley,  Mnmford,  and  Cubler,  and  a 
reading, '•  A  Coarse  Fisherman's  Adventure  With  Fly," 
was  given  by  Mr.  Amphlett. 


GETTING  IN  THE  SHANNON. 
The  Dublin  Gazette  of  Tuesday  contains  the  following 
order  promulgated  by  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  : 
"  Between  the  1st  day  of  August  in  each  year  and  the  11th 
day  of  February  in  the  year  following  (or  during  such 
period  as  may  hereafter  be  fixed  as  the  close  season  for 
netting  for  salmon  and  trout  in  the  river  Shannon),  the 
use  of  all  nets  is  hereby  prohibited  within  the  following 
limits,  viz.  :  In  that  part  of  the  river  Shannon,  situate 
between  the  fishing  weir  known  as  the  Lax  Weir  and  a  line 
drawn  due  north  and  south  across  the  said  river  Shannon, 
at  the  western  extremity  of  Graigue  Island,  such  limits 
being  within  the  counties  of  Limerick  and  Clare  respec- 
tively. Any  person  offending  against  the  above  bye-law 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each  offence  a  sum  of  £4  and  all 
nets  used  contrary  thereto  shall  be  forfeited.    J.  A.  B. 


A  TOUGH  STORY. 

Tommy  S.,  gamekeeper  to  Squire  ,  used  to  tell 

the  following  story : 

"  Of  all  the  pikes  that  ever  I  saw  in  my  born  days,  I 
reckon  the  pike  that  was  caught  in  the  homecelose  pool  at 
Hornby  was  about  the  biggest — such  a  monster.  There  he 
had  been  nobody  know  how  long.  I  have  heard  my  Uncle 
Sam  say  he  had  seen  him  when  he  was  a  boy.  Catch  him 
you  could'nt — mind  me — he  was  so  precious  deep.  Besides, 
he  was  never  seen  above  once  or  twice  a  year,  and  so  it 
was  supposed  the  pool  had  an  underground  channel  to 
other  waters.  Now,  1  '11  tell  you  how  he  was  caught  at 
last.  A  chap  was  ploughing  this  very  home-close  where 
the  pool  was,  when  a  greyhound  bitch  that  was  with  him 
viewed  a  hare.  The  chap  seized  her  as  the  puss  made 
away  across  the  ground,  but  the  bitch,  who  was  big  with 
pup,  killed  the  hare  on  the  bank  of  this  pool.  With  that 
the  poor  thing  was  80  worked  upon  by  the  run  that  she 
laid  down  and  pupped  there  right  away.  The  chap  didn't 
much  like  the  look  of  the  little  dogs,  and  begun  to  throw 
'em  into  the  pool.  Then  up  comes  the  pike  with  a  mouth 
like  an  oven,  and  lashes  'em  in  one  after  another  as  if  they 
were  so  many  halfpenny  rolls.  With  that  the  ohap 
pauiw  hed  the  hare,  and  found  a  brace  of  leverets  in  her. 
Very  well,  in  went  one  of  them.  The  pike,  you  may  guess, 
made  no  bones  of  him  after  the  pups.  '  Dash  my 
buttons,'  says  the  chap,  1  if  I  don't  try  to  catch  that 
tish.'  So  he  gets  a  fresh  ti-i.il  and  bends  it  like  a  fish- 
hook, ties  it  on  the  and  of  a. rope,  sticks  the  other  leveret 
on  for  a  bait,  and  throws  it  into  the  pool.  Away  makej 
the  pike,  and  gobbles  it  up  in  a  jiffy.  Well,  of  course,  he 
was  hooked,  but  it  took  three  men  over  an  hour  to  land 
the  great  beast,  and  there  were  all  the  pups  and  leverets 
in  his  maws."  "How  big  was  he,  Tommy?"  "Big? 
why  as  big  as  a  good  calf,  mind  me,  only  barrin'  the  legs." 


The  Royal  Aquarium  comes  of  age  on  Friday  next. 
Twenty-one  years  have  elapsed  since  on  January  22nd, 
1876,  H.R.H.  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  K.G.',  opened  this 
famous  palace  of  amusement.  *  Preparations  are  being 
made  to  fitly  celebrate  this  unique  anniversary.  The  last 
ladies'  bicycle  contest  starts' on  Monday,  the  coutcatanta 
being  five  English  and  five  French  champion*!.  Homy  new 
feats  of  strength,  performed  by  a  French  lady,  are  to  form 
a  part  of  next  weeks'  varieties. 


^offings  bp  Uje  i$ap. 

Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  presided  on  Monday  last  in 
the  new  room  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  Mr.  O'Dowd 
showed  some  handsome  roach  from  private  water.  Mr. 
H.  _N.  Campbell  (of  large  pike  renotvn — who  has  been 
fishing  in  Ireland  with  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton)  enter- 
tained his  fisherman,  Michael  Kane,  to  an  evening  among 
the  members.  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  read  a  very  instructive 
paper,  entitled  "Notes  by  the  Wey "  (an  extract  from 
which  appears  on  p.  ).  The  attention  of  members  was 
drawn  to  the  taking  of  two  miles  of  new  water  near  the 
Kennett,  well  stocked  with  trout.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  proceedings  Messrs.  Fradell  and  Young,  the  well 
known  photographers,  obtained  an  excellent  photograph 
of  those  assembled  by  means  of  the  fla9h-light. 


The  members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  will 
have  a  treat  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  18.  The  new 
room  will  just  be  about  large  enough  to  accommodate 
them.  On  that  night  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  will  read  a  paper 
on  "  Fish  and  Fishing  iii  the  Eastern  Counties.''  Over 
100  beautiful  views  (lent  by  the  G.E.R.)  will  be  illustrated 
by  the  lantern.  That  it  will  be  interesting  as  well  as 
instructive  goes  w  ithout  saying.  His  lecture  on  the  fishing 
in  Mars  was  culled  from  ho3ks.  This  ou  "  The  Eastern 
Counties  "  is  from  his  own  personal  knowledge,  for  I  have 
met  him  when  in  pursuit  of  his  information  on  more  than 
one  occasion. 


That  will  be  an  interesting  function  which  is  to  take 
place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Thursday  evening 
next,  Jan.  21.  The  occasion  is  the  entertaining  at  dinner, 
in  the  new  salon  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Nutball,  J. P.,  who  has  "  come  of  age  "  in  the  service  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  The  chair  will  be  tiken  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  who  will  be  supported  by  a  large  number  of 
influential  anglers  and  friends.  Mr.  Alfred  is  a  thorough 
sportsmen,  a  good  all-round  angler,  a  kind  friend,  and 
thoroughly  deserving  the  honour  about  to  be  conferred 
upon  him. 

On  page  34  will  be  found  the  official  report  of  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Wimbledon  Tournament.  Although  not 
there  enumerated,  I  may  say  that  it  was  suggested  that 
five  societies  should  be  asked  to  receive  equal  sums,  to  the 
extent  of  the  money  at  disposal,  as  follows  ;  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society, Thames  Re-stocking  Associa- 
tion, Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Lea  Preservation 
Society,  and  Trent  Preservation  Society.  I  cannot  yet 
give  the  amounts.  I  only  wish  it  were  ten  times  the  sum. 
The  balance-sheet  is  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  will 
appear  in  our  next  issue,  as  also  a  picture  of  the  medals  which 
were  awarded  to  the  successful  competitors.  The  thanks 
of  the  angling  community  are  due  to  Messrs.  Frank 
Goodwin  and  A.  W.  Parker — the  respected  and  respective 
lion,  secretary  (who  took  up  the  work  that  the  late  hon. 
secretary  was  obliged  to  relinquish!  and  hon.  treasurer. 
Had  it  not  been  for  the  serious  indisposition  of  our 
honorary  auditor,  Mr.  Alex.  Wright ,  chartered  accountant, 
the  balance-sheet  would  have  been  signed  in  time  for  this 
week's  Gazette, 

One  of  the  best  meetings  ever  held  by  the  Kingston 
Piscatorials  was  that  which  took  place  at  the  Sun  Hotel 
on  Monday  evening.  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J. P.,  was  in 
the  chair,  and  performed  the  duties  appertaining  thereto 
in  a  masterly  manner.  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  read  a  paper 
on  "Practical  Pike  Fishing"  to  a  large  and  influential 
audience.  The  lecturer  was  in  splendid  form,  and  his 
remarks  were  listened  to  with  intense  interest.  There 
were  many  representatives  of  other  clubs  present,  amongst 
whom  I  noticed  Messrs.  Burkett  (Earlelield),  Dix,  and 
Jeffery  (Epsom),  Tilbury,  Andrews,  <vo.  (Serapis). 
Members  of  the  Blackf'riars  Gresham,  and,  of  course, 
many  from  the  Anchor.  In  the  discussion  which  followed, 
Mr.  D.  Hayer  and  Mr.  Jardine  discoursed  learnedly  and 
volubly  on  the  dressing  of  lines.  In  one  word— it  was  a 
pronounced  success. 

 >»♦■*<  

In  company  with  two  brother  anglers  1  visited  Fienshain 
Crcit  Pond  on  Saturday  last .  The  wind  was  due  east- 
blew  half  a  gale— and  pike  and  perch  (for  which  this  pretty 
lake,  nestled  under  the  the  shadow  of  the  Surrey  Hills  is 
renowned,  were  distinctly  "  off  feed."  The  Pond  I Iot  -1  is 
a  very  comfortable  one  and  the  viands  of  the  very  best. 
I  hope  to  visit  it  again  shortly,  and  give  full  particulars  as 
to  proprietor,  manager  aud  manageress,  cost  of  fishing, 
how  to  get  to  the  water,  &c,  Ac. 

I  Aon  to  be  at  the  banquet  on  Tuesday  at  Nottingham. 
Several  well-known  London  angler.-  have  ulso  signified 
their  intention  of  accompanying  mo  to  support  Sir 
Henry  Bromley,  who  is  to  preside  over  the  world- 
renowned  Wellington  Anglers.  If  1  can  tin  1  time,  J 
mean  to  have  some  of  the  aldermanic  roach  out  ol  the 
Trent  with  my  roach-pole.    N"»-  vemntB  I 


Tub  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Assoeia- 
tion  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Jan.  18,  at 
the  Foresters'  Hall,  Cl  'rkenwell. 

 — - 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  Mr.  J.  M<  Dermott ,  the  Well- 
know  authority  on  "  roach  tishiog,"  has  l>«en  elected 
SBOTetarj  of  the  Friendly  Angler-.    Tho  Friendly  Anglers 
are  a  splendid  body 'of  sportsmen,  and  "  Clayi  Kciiwell 
will  niako  them  a  good  secretary. 


Ni.mhkr  3  of  "Thames  Angling  News"  is  just  out. 
Messrs.  Cate  and  Denniford  are  responsible  for  the  first 
article,  which  does  them  credit,  as  does  the  whole  paper 
its  editor,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett.  The  following  is 
"  culled  from  its  columns  "  :  "  Mr.  C.  Littlewood  and  Mr. 
T.  Barnes,  a  few  days  ago,  went  perch  tishiDg  in  a  pond 
which  was  reputed  to  hold  specimen  tish.  A  dense  fog  pre- 
vailed, too  much  so  for  them  to  see  the  opposite 
shore.  They  threw  out  their  ledgers,  with  very  small  dace 
and  minnows  its  live  bait.  Mr.  Littlewood  felt  a  tug  at 
his  line,  and  struck  immediately.  Then  an  excitiug  struggle 
took  place.  It  appears  that  the  pond  was  a  round  one,  and 
that,  in  castiug  out,  he  had  thrown  his  line  on  to  the 
opposite  bank.  A  passer-by,  seeing  a  bullet  and  line  with 
two  live  bait  attached,  grasped  the  situation,  picked  up 
the  bullet,  and  gave  the  line  a  gentle  tug.  The  angler 
struck,  and  the  passer-by  imitated  the  action  of  a 
fish  when  hooked,  pulling  the  line  off  the  reel,  and 
allowing  the  angler  to  wind  up  again.  Suddenly  there  was 
a  lull,  aud  it  was  not  until  the  stranger  walked  round 
the  pond  and  handed  the  bullet  aud  live  bait  to  Mr.  Little- 
wood that  the  situation  was  understood  by  the  latter." 

"A  series  of  interviews  with  well  known  men  in  the 
piscatorial  world,"  says  the  Thamet  Angling  News,  "  will 
commence  in  the  next  issue.  They  w  ill  be  continued  from 
time  to  time,  but  not  in  consecutive  editions.  The  first 
prominent  angler  to  be  interviewed  will  be  Mr.  R.  11. 
Marston,  editor  of  the  Fish  i tig  Gazette,  who  has  kindly 
given  his  consent  to  this." 

The  proprietor  of  the  Fox  and  Hounds  Hotel,  Kggesford . 
N.  Devon,  anticipates  some  grand  sport  for  his  patrons  in 
the  coming  seasou.  The  waters  under  his  control  are 
well  stocked,  and  uot  over-fished.  Surely  this  is  worth  a 
trial. 

Mii.  A  hrahams  (of  the  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society  I 
bas  had  a  couple  of  days'  fishing.  He  fished  at  the  suno 
time  as  many  others  who  (vide  club  reports  l  reported 
blanks.  1  don't  know  where  he  fished— of  course  not,  but 
a  glance  at  the  report  of  the  S.  T.  will  reveal  an  enormous 
catch,  the  total  weight  being  891b.  ;  and  of  sixteen  roach, 
weighing  231b.  7Joz.,  the  largest  was  21b.  2o/..,  and  the 
smallest  lib.  4oz. 

 >»»■»<  

Mr.  Abrahams  (this  timo  it  is  our  friend  "  lien  "  of 
the  Allason  United)  had  a  slightly  different  experience. 
He  was  fishing  with  Mr.  Coates  (of  the  Queen's  Piscatorials) 
at  Taplow.  Being  anglers,  and  therefore  honest  men, 
they  left  the  bait  can  unprotected  to  go  on  a  voyage  of 
discovery,  and  "discovered"  that  someone — uot  an 
angler— had  disappeared  with  '  the  lot."  However,  all's 
well  that  ends  well,  and,  though  the  exertions  of  the  Bray 
lock-keeper  (Mr.  Morris)  and  some  gentleman  unknown 
("  Ben  says  he  "takes  the  (»'.,"  aud  consequently 
must  be  a  geutlemau),  the  can  was  recovered,  but  the  tub 
had  flown— no  ;  been  stolen  !  Moral  :  Keep  your  cans  in 
sight . 

 >-•-♦-•-<  

The  accounts  of  the  bark  A.S.  have  just  been  audited, 
and  show  a  balance  (after  paying  all  expenses)  at  the 
bankers  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  excellent  manner 
in  which  the  secretaries  of  the  various  districts  carry  on 
their  work,  and  especial  praise  is  due  to  the  mercurial  and 
indefatigable  hon.  sec.  and  general  superintendent.  Mr. 
William  Ifowlett.  The  society  now  numbers  nearly  .'inn 
members.  The  Mildenhall,  Newmarket,  and  Barton 
Mills  branches  have  placed  several  thousand  trout  in  their 
waters,  and  I  understand  my  friend  Wing,  proprietor  of 
the  Lion  Hotel  at  lcklingham,  has  given  Mr.  Howlett  the 
order  for  2000  trout  to  be  placed  in  his  water,  from  .lack 
Tree  Staunch  to  Double  Lock.  (Some  nice  dace  may  be 
taken  with  the  fly  around  lcklingham.) 


BURY  St.  EDMONDS  are  about  to  follow  suit,  and  no 
doubt  will  consult  Mr.  Howlett  in  tho  matter,  whose  hear! 
and  mind  is  centred  in  the  Interests  of  the  lovely  little 
Lark.  Ho  knows  the  water  (the  run-,  and  holes,  and 
eddies)  like  a  book,  and  therefore  tho  hot  pla.  es  to  tuin 
in  the  tish.  Mr.  Howlett  and  all  concerned  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  success  which  bis  crowned  then 
efforts. 


Mr.  It.  Kovki:,  ol  the  George  Hotel,  l.oddon  Bridge 
Heading,  says  that  on  Jan.  •'!  Mr.  Smith,  Keadin  •  t 
61b.  roach  (all  nice  fish)  ;  and  on  Jan.  0  Mr.  A.  W.  [MM 
caught  two  pike-one  101b.,  length  Win  .   br'i"'.  g"'tli  ; 
the  other  71b  —both  in  tine  condition. 


TnK  distinction  between  angling  and  fi-hing.  Wif  UM 

/ 1  ■  Standard,  may  be  thus  dotincd.     In  the  former  ii 

rod  is  employed  a-  a'  -  go-between,"  I  hereby  forming  an 
"angle"  with  the  line;  in  the  latter,  the  line  proceeds 
direct  from  the  hand,  being,  as  u  rule,  straight,  l^'P'" 
dicular  from  the  inanipilating  organ  of  prohonnon.    «  it h 

a  rod  a  tish  can  be  "played."  f.C,   allowed  to  pro,  d 

hither  and  thither  according  to  bis  own  sweet  will,  up  to  u 
certain  paint  and  no  further;  when,  by  rai-mg  the  point 
of  the  rod,  pressuro  can  be  brought  to  bear  acoorduig  t. 

circumstances.     The  elasticity   and   bending  ,,l  the it  

favours  tic  process  to  the  advantage  ..I  the  angler     «  '  

exhausted  the  tish  i~  wound  up  mid  I  ""I'1'  In  "-lung.  "" 
the  contrary,  the  band  line  ha-  no  such  play.  It  rentes 
itsolf  into  a  OBIf  of  haul  fUhfrmaO,  l"g  MO,  when  tie 
weaken!  goes  to  the  wall,  or  Hither  basket.  Tins  exorcise 
of  brute  fo.ro  pure  and  ifanplo,  but  too  often  JMttltt  W 

tearing  tho  book  fi  'Oi  I  omli  of  the  i.  h.   I  i  •  luiii-y. 

antiquated,  and  Uirbu          in  cmp.  n  ;    while  at  UK. 


J-6 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  16,  1897 


SatQC  time,  its  votaries  largely  preponderate,  for  roasous 
which  need  not  bo  hero  entered  into. 


Si:\ nR'iii ki.khs,  tlic  rod  commends  itself  tor  several 
woighty  rensons  :  It  in  unquestionably  more  solentiSo, 
pioturosquo,  iiml  better  adapted  to  tho  fitness  of  tilings; 
with  Kb  aid  artificial  flies  can  bo  thrown  a  lung  distance 
and  in  any  direction  .  spinning  bait  made  more  Inringly  t3 
t  ravel  through  tho  water  ;  an  offer,  or  bite,  more  sensitively 
eiinvoyod  tn  the  touch  ;  depths  more  accurately  gauged, 
and  a  motion  given  to  the  bait  approaching  bearer  to  that 
of  natural  objocts.  To  lure  the  denizens  of  the  deep  to 
their  destruction  in  an  Englishman's  way,  and  idea  of  truo, 
unadulterated  sport  is,  thereforo,  mi  art  not  often  aquired, 
for  tho  most  part  an  heredity,  and  where  this  is  the  case, 
suro  to  push  to  the  foio  some  time  or  other.  A  case  in 
point  came  to  my  notice  only  recently,  where  it  had  lain 
dormant  for  something  approaching  half  a  century.  Then 
it  suddenly  burst  forth  after  the  manner  of  a  volcmo, 
boing  as  irrepressible  into  the  bargain.  There  was  no 
holding  him  in  ;  neither  will  he  die  happy  till  he  has  pitted 
his  skill  against  the  mighty  Tarpon. 


A  correspondent  at  Mandurah  (Western  Australia), 
states  ;  The  following  are  the  weights  of  some  of  the  best 
fish  taken  here  during  November  :  By  Mr.  Cook,  431b. 
(one  tish);  by  Mr.  Anderson,  441b.  (one  fish);  by  Mr. 

Ji  l  1261b.  (four  fielii.  in  an  hour;  by  Mr.  Stow,  39Jlb. 

(one  fish) ;  by  Mr.  Kacott,  5Glb.  (one  fish).  The  fisbiug  is 
reported  to  be  splendid,  and  large  takes  are  the  order  of 
the  day.    |  What  fish  are  they  ?] 


Monday  next  will  find  our  old  favourites,  the  Stavordale 
Quartette,  whom  we  meet  at  so  many  of  our  angling 
concerts,  at  Cannon-street  Hotel,  where  they  will  give 
their  Sftb  annual  Bohemian  concert.  They  are  promised 
the  assistance  of  numerous  stars.  It  will  be  amply  worth 
the  price  of  a  tieket,  viz.  2s.;  to  be  had  of  Mr.  Jack 
Stavordale,  96,  Stamford-street,  S.B. ;  Mr.  Tom  Stavor- 
dale,  "The  I'iues,"  East  Molesey  ;  Messrs.  Homer  and 
Bartlett,  344,  Brixton-road,  S.W.  ;  and  usual  agents 
Commence  at  7.30. 


Mil  S.  J.  Ih'RLET,  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
writes  me:  "Dear  Dragnet, — As  the  angling  season  is 
fast  approaching,  your  nnny  English  friends  might  like  b 
know  that  I  have  to  let  on  my  own  preserves  in  the 
Shannon,  at  this  station,  a  few  good  reaches  of  salmoi_ 
and  trout  water,  strictly  preserved ;  exclusive  right;  about 
a  mile  in  extent,  no  fancy  rent  expected.  No  better  spot 
on  the  Shannon  for  a  big  springer.  Other  waters  to  let 
during  the  summer  and  autumn." 

Mk.  W.  Di  cker,  writing  from  GraatPaxton,  St.  Neots, 
says  the  Ouse  in  that  part  is  in  flood— one  of  the  largest 
ever  known,  anl  expresses  a  fear  that  by  the  time  it  has 
regained  its  u  jrinal  condition  the  coarse  fishing  season 
will  be  practically  over.  I  hops  not ;  for  I  have  set  myself 
the  task,  or  pleasure,  to  sample  Huntingdon,  St.  Neots, 
and  Great  Paxton  before  March  15. 


In  reporting  the  B.S.A.S.  reading  by  Mr.  Senior,  on 
Jan,  0th,  the  chronicler  considered  it  a  virtue  to  leave  out 
the  vice.  Instead  of  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  vice-president,  being 
"moved  to  the  chair"  he  appeared  as  "President." 
Now,  the  esteemed  president  of  the  B.S.A.S.  is  Sir 
Edward  Birkbeck,  Bart.,  D.L.,  J. P.,  and  Mr.  Aflalo  one 
■  >f  the  thirty  vices.  He  thinks  it  only  right  to  meution  the 
fact.  Quite  right,  Mr.  F.  G.  A.,  it  does  your  innate 
modesty  credit.  Honour  where  honour  is  due ;  and 
although  only  a  "vice"  you  performed  your  duties 
admirably. 

A  i  Lowestoft,  says  a  contemporary,  the  smack  Early 
Blossom  landed  a  huge  octopus.  "The  creature  got 
entangled  in  ths  trawl  net  near  the  Leman  Sands.  When 
raised  on  to  the  deck  of  the  vessel  it  had  to  be  dispatched 
with  axes.    It  scaled  oewt.,  and  measured  lift,  in  length. 

Mr.  Spurring,  a  respected  member  of  the  Clissold 
Angling  Society,  whilst  fishing  the  Lea  at  Rye  House 
accidentally  fell  into  the  water,  and  was  drowned  before 
a  ssistance  could  be  rendered.  H  is  remains  will  be  interred 
on  Jan.  16  at  Abney  Park  Cemetery. 


A  keeper  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Pryce,  Pentre  Heilyn 
Hall,  Uanymynech,  bad  an  unusual  experience  the  other 
•V,  iffi.  v  bfen  *j?hil!S  Pike  with  a  preserved  sprat, 
aud  left  the  bait  on  the  hook  with  his  rod  for  the  night 
Next  nioruuig  the  bait  was  missing,  and  on  the  keeper 
following  up  the  hue,  which  had  been  inn  out  some  length 
he  found  that  a  rat  had  taken  the  bait  and  carried  it  to  a 
no'e,  where  the  animal  was  found  safely  hooked.     [  Who 

S  1>1C1      l\  (its     t  ) 


Some  oOO  parsons  put  in  an  appearance  at  Boscombe 
I  ibi  to  witness  the  disposal  of  the  whale  which  came 
aahore  at  Bournemouth  last  week.  Rain  fell  heavily  at 
the  time,  and  the  sale,  conducted  on  behalf  of  theReceiver 
fV6l  '  Was  Camed  on  with  difficnlty.  The  first  bid 
for  the  huge  carcase,  some  60ft.  in  length,  and  24ft  in 
circumference    and    estimated   to   weigh   forty  torn 

to  D^^r^  £5'  butre*«»Uy  it  was  knocked  down' 
to  Ur.  bpencer  Simpson,  of  Bournemouth,  for  £=>7 



Paris  is  afflicted  with  a  plague  of  rats,  which  have  been 
driven  from  the  riverside  and  the  sewers  by  the  recent 

Kodlei.  °Ut,yiUg  aiStlicts  th6y  ^ 


"  I  must  own,"  saye  "  Halcyon,"  in  the  Leeds  Weekly 
Mercury,  "that  I  have  a  sneaking  fancy  for  live  baiting 
with  a  float,  the  only  objection  that  I  have  to  it  being  the 
trouble  of  carrying  tho  baits  about  with  you.  You  can 
walk  up  and  down  to  keep  yourself  warm,  and  it  is  really 
good  fun  to  light  a  fire  with  leaves  and  fallen  branches, 
and  either  heat  a  plate  of  soup,  which  can  now  be  purchased 
anywhere  in  solid  form,  or  some  water  to  brow  a  glass  of 
toddy.  There  is  real  excitement  when  the  big  red-topped 
float,  after  giving  a  preliminary  bob  or  two,  slowly  sails 
away  for  a  yard  or  two,  and  then  gradually  disappears 
beneath  the  turface.  You  rush  up  to  your  rod,  raise  it 
gently,  for  the  slightest  drag  on  the  bait  will  cause  the 
pike  to  leave  go  of  his  prey,  and  then  let  him  have  the  full 
power  of  your  rod  top. 


"  A  new  form  of  tackle  for  float  fishing  with  live  biit  has 
found  great  favour  of  late  years,  especially  among  Lan- 
cashire anglers,  it  is  termed  the  saddle  live-bait  tackle. 
Two  double  hooks  lie  at  each  ride  of  the  bait,  and  a  single 
hook  on  the  sliding  principle  can  be  adjusted  for  insertion 
in  the  back  fin.  The  gimp  forms  a  loop,  which  is  tightened 
up  around  the  middle  of  the  bait,  which  is  thus  saddled  up, 
so  to  speak.  It  is  an  excellent  tackle,  as  it  is  impossible 
for  a  pike  to  seize  the  bait  without  having  all  the  hooks  in 
its  mouth. 


I  PON  the  whole,  however,  spinning  for  pike  is  the 
most  artistic  and  least  troublesome  of  all  methods,  for 
you  cover  more  ground,  and  in  cold  weather  are  better 
able  to  keep  the  circulation  going  and  yourself  warm. 
There  is  also  the  advantage  of  having  no  can  of  live  baits 
to  carry  about,  as  the  gudgeon  or  dace  can  be  carried 
about  in  either  a  box  of  bran  or  sawdust.  The  latest  idea 
is  a  bottle,  filled  with  an  air-tight  lever-stoppered  cork,  con- 
taining a  dozen  or  so  of  silvery  sprats  preserved  in  a 
chemical  solution,  which  not  only  keeps  them  in  perfect 
condition,  but  also  is  said  to  toughen  them.  I  have  not 
tried  them  practically  myself,  but  have  seen  them,  and  to 
all  appearance  they  look  excellent  ■  large  minnows  and 
small  gudgeon  can  be  preserved  in  a  similar  manner  for 
salmon  fishing,  and  for  the  early  spring,  on  such  waters  as 
Loch  Tay,  there  is  no  better  lure." 


Bartley,  who  lived  in  the  etomach  of  a  whale  for  a 
day  and  a  half,  but  also  the  equally  veracious  story 
which  was  published  about  the  date  of  the  occurrence, 
and  attracted  much  attention  at  the  times'"  says 
the  Neir  York-  Sim.  "  It  is  true  that  it  relates  to  a 
shark,  but  that  makes  no  difference,  as  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  '  big  fish  1  that  swallowed  Jonah  was  a 
whale.  The  story,  as  I  remember  it,  was  that  while 
a  vessel  was  sailing  in  the  Mediterranean,  having  on 
board  two  passengers,  father  and  son,  the  former  died 
on  the  voyage.  In  burying  the  body  at  sea  an  axe  and 
grindstone,  among  other  articles,  were  put  iDto  the  sack 
that  the  body  might  sink  the  more  quickly.  Scarcely, 
however,  had  the  sack  been  launched  over  the  side  of  the 
vessel  when  the  son,  frantic  with  grief,  plunged  overboard 
and  at  once  sank  Meanwhile,  on  the  following  day,  the 
sailors  caught  a  huge  '  man-eating  shark '  that  had  been 
following  the  vessel  for  several  days,  as  is  its  habit  when 
there  is  sickness  on  board.  While  it  was  lying  on  deck 
one  of  the  sailors  heard  a  peculiar  sound  proceeding  from 
its  carcass,  and  on  cutting  it  open,  what  was  the  amazement 
of  the  crew  to  find  the  son  turning  the  grindstone  while 
the  father  was  sharpening  the  axe  preparatory  to  cutting 
their  way  out  into  daylight !  It  appears  that  the  father 
had  only  been  in  a  trance,  and  both  had  been  swallowed 
by  the  shark." 


ANGLERS  OF  THE  DAY. 


The  Arctic  explorer,  Dr.  Nanseu,  in  describing  his 
recent  trip  to  the  pole,  says:  "In  the  sea  near  the 
Siberian  coast,  and  northward  to  79  degrees,  north 
latitude,  I  found  only  very  inconsiderable  depths— less 
than  ninety  fathoms.  A  little  south  of  tliis  latitude, 
however,  the  depth  increased  with  astonisliing  rapidity, 
and  I  found  the  sea  north  of  that  to  be  between  1600  and 
11)00  fathoms  deep.  It  therefore  seems  to  me  as  if  the 
entire  Polar  basin  should  be  considered  as  a  continua- 
tion of  the  deep  chinnel  which  runs  northward  from 
the  North  Atlantic  Ocean  between  Spitsbergen  and 
Greenland.  This  discovery  of  a  deep  Polar  basin  over- 
throws, however,  all  earlier  theories  based  upon  a  shallow 
I  olar  Sea.  In  the  numerous  bottom  samples  brought  1 1 
the  surface  in  our  soundings,  I  always  found  a  remarkable 
absence  of  organic  life,  a  fact  which  will  probably  lead  to 
some  alteration  of  our  views  with  regard  to  bottom 
deposits.  The  temperature  and  salinity  of  the  sea  also 
prove  to  be  very  different  from  the  suppositions  of  most 
scientific  authorities.  I  found,  not  far  below  the  cold  ice 
water  covering  the  surface  of  the  Polar  Sea,  a  deep  layer 
of  warmer  and  Salter  water,  originating  probably  in  the 
Gulf  Stream,  its  temperature  being  as  much  as  one  degree 
above  freezing  point.  Below  this,  indeed,  the  water  was 
somewhat  colder,  but  yet  considerably  warmer  than  is 
generally  supposed." 


Me.  G.  Lacey 
Resides  close  to  Vauxhall  Station,  on  the  L.  and  S  W 
Railway,  and  most  of  his  fishing  trips  are  taken  on  that 
7 a  e  ,was  exceptionally  fortunate  during  the  season  of 
I8J0-6  and  remembers  some  good  sport  with  J.  Langsland 
run.,  at  Hampton  j  at  Virginia  Water,  too,  Mr.  Lacey  has 
been  successful.  He  is  well  known  at  the  Wheatsheaf 
Mr.  Lacey  has  been  a  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
but  Ins  active  parochial  work  now  occupies  most  of  his 
evenings.  He  has  been  president  of  a  local  Ratepayers' 
Association,  and  active  in  much  good  benevolent  work  A 

hZ^L^T mani8  Mv-  Lacey>  but  he  always 

time  to  help  angling  and  angling  institutions. 


On  Jan.  12  Messrs.  JJ.x  and  Jeffery  (of  the  Epsom 
A.iS.)  had  a  day  at  Dorking,  and  between  them  they  took 
27b  ^Vr,0'1-  iThf  *>U°wing  they  "found" 
be  w  ,1  a  bai'  tW0  duayS  tako~a  little  over  four  stone 
to     rnvfr1"'  ^ose  total  weight  is  nigh  Qn  forty 

ssr  Jife^aft" been  cioB° to  thu 

ton  ^neSOofrtl1tp0o1)laVeft0  ^00rd1the  dea^  of  Abe  Hammer- 
WrA  Tot  °ld£st  and  most  respected  of  the  Twicken- 

ham fishermen.  He  was  buried  on  the  12th  inst  The 
swV- VT^  °#  J?  Mr.  Woodford,  of  Churcn 
street,  Twickenham.  C.  Brown,  J.  Rix,  H  Spiers  and 
J ,  Morris  acted  as  bearers.    Wreaths  were  sent  by  several 


William  L.  Stone,  in  the  American  Fishing  Gazette 

toATjonLl  fVfbe  f°^Win«!  ''Why  should  e 
onT/hnvf  fit  aa'1  *he  whalc  bc  doubted  when  we  not 
only  have  the  experience  of  the  Englishman,  Jauie* 


Greetings!'  Appy  noo  Yerr !  "  Ac,  on  prettily- 
got-up  cards  I  have  had  in  plenty— who  hasn't.  But'l 
am  beginning  to  get  cautious.  They  ,  are  all  very  well  at 
Christmas,  and  it  is  very  nice  to  read  the  pretty  poetry, 
but  when  one  finds  a  request  to  "square  up  that  little 
amount,  Ac,  on  the  inside  of  the  card— well,  it  knocks 
all  the  poetry  out  of  it.  The  latest  is  one  from  my  good 
tnend  Thorling,  the  secretary  of  the  St.  John's  A.S.,  and 
reads  as  follows :  "The  p'.easure  of  your  csmpanyat  the 
ht.  John  s,  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  18,  will  be  esteemed 
a  great  favour,  the  occasion  being  a  smoking  concert,  and 
our  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  list. 

"  Leave  your  Greenheart,  Bring  your  Briar." 

Dragnet. 


LIVES  ON  FROGS  AND  OYSTERS 
Joshua  Lutton  lives  on  the  edge  of  the  marsh  on  the 
bay  shore  almost  due  east  from  Redwood  City.  His  home 
is  not  a  pleasant  one  to  look  at,  nor  even  to  get  near,  for 
that  matter,  says  the  San  Francisco  "  Call."  It  is  only  a 
ST  a  sh,anty>  built  of  a11  sorts  of  odds  and  ends  of  such 
stuff  as  he  has  managed  to  pick  up  along  the  shore.  But 
it  is  picturesque  in  the  extreme,  and  old  Joshua  is  one  of 
the  queerest  men  in  the  State. 

Joshua  says  he  is  eighty-five  years  old,  but  he  doesn't 
look  it,  for  he  is  as  hale  and  hearty  a  man  as  can  be  seen 
in  a  day  s  journey.  He  is  as  straight  as  a  ship's  mast,  and 
his  complexion  is  ruddy  with  the  glow  of  health .  He  wears 
very  httle  clothes,  but  such  as  they  are  are  not  unusual  in 
their  way.  What  is  peculiar  about  Joshua,  though,  is  the 
food  he'  eats,  which  consists  entirely  of  frogs  and  a  few 
oysters. 

The  place  that  Joshua  calls  his  homo  is  about  as  unhealthy 
a  "P0£  5i,ca,n  be  four»d-  Tlie  malarial  exhalations  of  the 
marsh  fill  the  air  for  miles  around,  and  everything  about 
his  home  is  soaked  with  the  damp,  clammy  vapour.  And 
yet  he  is  happy  and  healthy,  and  says  ho  would  not  live 
anywhere  else  if  he  could.  He  says  anybody  can  live 
where  he  does  if  they  live  on  the  right  kind  of  food.  Ho 
is  perfectly  willing  to  talk  about  his  diet,  but  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  him  to  say  a  word  about  anything  else. 
Ho  won  t  even  tell  where  he  was  bom. 
.  Jlle  reason  people  are  sick  in  this  world,"  said  Joshua, 
is  because  they  don't  eat  the  right  kind  of  food.  Some 
eat  meat  and  some  try  to  live  on  vegetables.  But  they 
am  t  either  one  right.  It  ain't  right  to  eat  moat,  because 
you  liurt  the  animal  when  you  kill  it.  If  you  try  to  live  on 
vegetables  you  will  mighty  soon  starve  to  death.  Now  I 
nave  solved  the  problem  by  eating  f  rogaand  oysters  They 
ain  t  either  one  of  them  got  any  feeling,  and  they  are  as 
nourishing  as  the  fattest  beef  that  was  over  killed.  1  catch 
all  the  frogs  I  want  right  at  ray  door,  and  by  Uking  my 
boat  1  can  get  a  load  of  oysters  in  an  hour.  So  you  see  I 
have  all  I  want  to  eat  and  drink,  and  a  comfortable  plaoo 
to  sleep,  and  I  don't  worry  myself  to  death.  Try  it  your- 
self a  w  ook  or  two,  and  1  am  sure  you  will  never  live  u 
folks  generally  do  again."— American  F  <•' 


January  16,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


Jiotes  from  tlje  i^ortij. 

We  fear  for  the  results  on  the  Highland  rivers  which 
opened  on  Monday,  the  11th.  All  along  the  east  coast 
from  St.  Abb's  Head  to  Dunnet  Ness  the  wildest  weather 
has  been  experienced  on  sea,  while  on  land  matters  have 
not  been  much  better.  The  results  will  be  to  hand,  how- 
ever, in  a  day  or  two,  as  regards  some  of  the  rivers, 
although  the  "  keep  it  dark  "  policy  reigns  supreme. 

Here  is  a  letter  from  a  Scot  in  London :  "  Can  any  of  ye 
patriotic  Highlandmen  kindly  oblige  me  with  a  recipe  for 
brewing  '  Athole  Brose'?"  &c,  as  to  reasons  for  the 
query — and  signed  "John  Thomson  Bairn."  As  it  is  a 
splendid  recipe  for  anglers  on  an  excursion,  when  houses 
of  refreshment  are  few  and  far  between,  I  have  pleasure  in 
answering  Mr.  Bairn's  question  here.  Athol  brose  con- 
sists of  a  compound  of  oatmeal,  honey,  and  whisky, 
according  to  consistency.  If  wanted  thin  for  immediate 
consumption,  less  oatmeal  is  employed.  If  wanted  for  a 
day's  holding  out  while  fishing,  then  oatmeal  is  held  into 
the  dish  till  the  mixture  be  as  thick  as  a  pudding,  and  then 
it  will  last  for  days,  is  easily  carried,  and  affords  both 
stimulant  and  refreshment  combined. 


Athol  brose  for  the  men  a  usually  consists  of  a  teaspoon- 
ful  of  honey  and  a  teaspoonful  of  oatmeal  stirred  into  a 
glass  or  half  a  gill  of  fine  old  whisky,  and  the  "  mixture  " 
supped  like  custard.  Messrs.  Jopp,  Aberdeen,  have  a 
special  blend  for  Athol  brose,  which,  like  all  their  other 
blends,  "  has  only  one  fault  in  my  eyes  " — as  an  eminent 
English  lawyer  said  lately  in  eulogising  their  brands — "  it 
goes  down  too  soon." 

James  Davidson,  a  famous  Deeside  sportive  poacher — 
one  who  lived  for  nigh  a  century  in  and  around  Braemar, 
Balmoral,  and  Ballater — often  went  for  weeks  on  end 
during  the  shooting  season  on  nothing  but  Athol  brose. 
When  his  supply  went  down,  then,  and  only  then,  did  he 
betake  himself  to  the  haunts  of  civilisation. 

Davids' n  fished  as  well  as  shot.  He  used  no  waders  but 
what  Nature  provided  him  with,  and  when  through  with 
his  fishing  [operations,  which  usually  lasted  for  a  week  or 
so  on  end,  gifting  the  salmon  as  he  went  along  from  pool 
to  pool,  over  miles  and  miles  of  the  Dee,  in  return  for 
lodging  wherever  he  might  stay  overnight,  he  stowed 
away  his  gear,  or  otherwise,  till  he  should  next  start 
operations. 

The  proprietors  and  lessees  tolerated  his  depredations, 
which  usually  amounted  to  one  or  two  visits  annually,  but 
never  more.  When,  however,  any  new  laird  tried  to  stop 
Davidson's  depredations  with  a  high  hand  he  made  it  a 
point  to  punish  them  accordingly  by  more  frequent  and 
prolonged  visits  to  their  shootings  and  fishings. 

A  shark  measuring  13ft.  in  length,  and  5ft.  ip  girth,  was 
landed  in  the  Aberdeen  Fish  Market  from  a  steam  trawler. 
It  weighed  over  locwt. 

The  Yachting  and  Fisherie?  Exhibition  is  exciting  no 
little  interest  in  the  North,  and  especially  in  fishing  circles 
in  Aberdeen,  which  last  year  turned  over  the  tidy  sum  of 
upwards  of  £40,000  on  white  fish  alone,  and  some£20,000 
in  salmon,  without  mentioning  the  herring  "  item." 
Besides,  were  not  Aberdeen  clippers  as  famous  in  their  day 
as  Aberdeen  haddocks  are  to-day  ?  If  the  northern  section 
be  not  interesting,  it  will  not  be  for  the  want  of  effort  to 
make  it  so. 

Two  of  Lord  Saltoun's  keepers  were  each  fined  30s\,  with 
the  option  of  fourteen  days  in  prison,  for  brutally 
assaulting  a  young  man  Gray,  whom  they  took  for  a 
poacher,  but  who  was  in  reality  a  traction  engine  atten- 
dant. Keepers  cannot  be  too  careful  in  taking  the  Jaw 
into '  their  own  hands.  In  addition  to  the  fine  and 
trouble,  Ac,  it  is  not  likely  that  Lord  Saltoun  or  any 
others  will  need  the  immediate  services  of  such  men. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Shetland  County  Council  last  week, 
the  following  birds  were  scheduled  for  protection,  viz  , 
white  tailed  or  sea  eagle,  the  great  skua  or  bousie,  the  red 
necked  phalarope,  tht  great  northern  diver,  and  others. 

The  buying  of  Dunecht  House  and  grounds  for  a  great 
public  school  for  gentlemen's  sons  in  the  North  of  Scot- 
land, and  which  I  mentioned  some  months  ago,  is  now 
almost  an  accomplished  fact.  A  syndicate  of  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  interested  in  the  scheme  are  making  the 
final  arrangements  through  the  local  agents  (Messrs.  Beia 
and  Wilson).  The  estate  with  mansion  cost  the  Lindsays 
£200,000,  but  as  much  again  has  been  spent  on  it  since  it 
came  into  their  hands,  and  yet  it  remains  unfinished  1  he 
family  lost  all  taste  for  it  after  the  theft  of  the  late  harl  s 
body,  and  since  then  it  has  been  the  mind  of  the  present  carl 
to  sell.  It  will  make  an  excellent  school  for  200  boys  at  least. 
It  has  b'en  a  wonder  for  some  t  me  why  a  first  class 
public  school  has  never  been  called  into  existence  near 
the  homes  of  so  many  county  families  who  are  now 
resident  for  the  most  pait  of  .the  year  m  the  North  or 
Scotland,  In  the  very  centre  of  one  of  the  most  vanect 
sporting  districts  of  Scotland,  with  e;ghty  acres  ot 
policies,  and  the  University  and  City  of  Aberdeen  within 
.eleven  miles,  and  connected  by  a  light  railway,  we  look 
to  Dunchet  to  soon  become  the  Eton  of  the  North. 

Special  Scotch. 


provincial  Botes 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

The  last  meeting  of  the  old  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening  last.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr. 
J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-cbair.  The  first  business 
transacted  was  the  application  of  the  Severn-street  Schools 
Club,  who  applied  for  permission  to  take  their  contribu- 
tions at  a  place  called  their  Home  Club,  in  Essex-street. 
The  report  of  the  visiting  committee  was  in  favour  of  the 
application.  A  discussion  took  place  upon  the  matter, 
when  it  was  finally  decided  to  grant  the  request,  with  the 
proviso  that  the  meetings  of  the  society  be  held  at  the 
schools  as  before.  The  balance-sheet  and  auditors'  report 
for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  30  was  next  taken.  The 
report  went  to  show  that  the  expenditure  had  been  very 
heavy,  owing  to  solicitors'  fees  having  been  paid  to  defend 
the  members  of  the  association  against  the  action  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board.  Nevertheless,  all  liabilities  had 
been  discharged  and  a  balance  carried  forward  to  the 
credit  account  of  the  association.  The  balance-sheet  and 
auditors'  report  was  received  and  adopted.  Arrangements 
were  made  for  the  voting  for  the  new  committee  to  be 
taken  by  ballot ;  after  which  Mr.  Coles  gave  notice  of 
a  resolution  re  the  practicability  of  a  scheme  for  taking 
certain  waters  for  the  benefit  of  members  not  connected 
with  water-renting  clubs.  Upon  the  motions  of  Messrs. 
Miller  and  Hughes,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to 
Messrs.  Attwood  and  Cottrell,  who  had  tendered  their 
resignations  some  time  ago,  for  the  great  services  they  had 
rendered  to  the  association  during  the  past  ten  years.  The 
president,  in  concluding  the  business,  thanked  the  com- 
mittee for  their  past  services,  and  hoped  to  see  them 
returned  at  the  next  election.  At  the  same  time,  he  wished 
them  one  and  all  a  prosperous  New  Year.  I  mentioned 
in  my  notes  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the  sport  during  the  past 
year  would  long  be  remembered  so  far  as  largo  catches  and 
specimen  fish  were  concerned.  As  an  instance  of  this, 
several  of  our  clubs  have  been  unable  to  distribute  all 
their  prize  money  for  specimen  fish  caught  by  their 
members.  The  members  of  the  Small  Heath  Society 
have  in  this  respect  been  very  unfortunate,  but  they 
have  decided  to  carry  forward  the  prize  money,  which  will 
bo  augmented  by  the  usual  grant  made  by  the  committee. 
The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  have  adopted  a  system 
which  should  commend  itself  to  all  clubs  who  have  not  a 
special  fund  provided  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
specimen  fish  caught  by  the  members.  This  club,  at  their 
last  meeting,  decided  to  levy  the  members  one  penny  per 
quarter  in  order  to  form  a  fund  for  the  preservation  of 
specimen  fish  to  adorn  the  walls  of  their  new  club- room, 
which,  when  completed,  will  be  second  to  none  in  the  city, 
as  Host  Hodgetts  is  going  to  spare  no  expense  to  make  his 
members  comfortable.  The  money  raised  will  amount  to, 
about  £4  per  annum  ;  if  this  does  not  cover  the  cost,  the 
members  will  do  the  needful.  This  is  an  example  that 
other  clubs  should  profit  by.  Some  very  nice  chub  have 
been  taken  by  two  members  of  the  Hearts  of  Oak  Society 
from  their  water  at  Acton,  the  largest  fish  weighing  over 
41b.  Some  good  dace  and  roach  have  also  been  taken 
from  the  same  water,  in  fact,  this  water  has  fished  better 
than  any  other  club  water  that  I  know  of.  The  Onk 
Society,  which  meet  at  the  Oak  Tavern,  Lansdown-street, 
Winson  Green,  have  opened  a  competition  to  all  members 
of  the  Birmingham  Association,  in  which  the  club  intends 
giving  an  English  lever  watch,  value  five  guineas,  for  the 
largest  roach  ;  and  an  English  lever  watch,  value  £2  10s., 
for  the  largest  porch  caught  between  now  and  the  last 
Monday  in  October  next.  No  fish  to  be  weighed-in  during 
the  clos9  season.  All  fish  to  be  weighed-in  at  the  club 
house  on  Saturdays,  Sundays,  and  Mondays  only. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

It  is  a  long  time  since  the  Fen  waters  were  in  such 
heavy  flood  as  they  were  towards  the  end  of  last  week  and 
the  beginning  of  this.  Angling  has,  of  course,  been 
practically  impossible,  and  the  majority  of  Waltonians 
have  not  wetted  a  line  since  the  "th  inst.  The  varying 
condition  of  the  waters  during  the  past  month  have  con 
siderably  interrupted  sport,  and  the  rivers  have  scareoly 
remained  fishable  for  more  than  two  or  three  days 
together.  At  the  time  of  writing  (Wednesday)  the 
waters  were  settling  down  again,  and,  with  a  rising 
barometer,  there  seemed  a  prospect  of  more  settled 
wexther.  If  these  conditions  continue,  angling  should  be 
resumed  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  we  have  been  favoured  with  anything  hut 
pleasmt  weather  for  angling  pursuits  in  this  district  fc  r 
the  pist  week  or  so,  yet  a  fe  w  good  catphw  "f  roach  have 
been  made  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  River  Hull,  ranging 
from  about  81b.  to  121b.  each  in  the  aggregate  ;  but  below 
tho  lock  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the  river  very  liltlo  has 
been  done,  either  by  the  roach  or  pilie  fishers,  and  in  the 
lower  portion  of  the  river  the  bottom  fishing  has  beon 
"dead  off."  Al  tho  annual  banquet  of  tho  River  Hull 
A.S.,  which  will  take  place  on  the 29th  inst.,  at  the  White 
Horse.  Hotel,  Carr-lane,  the  annual  prizes  given  hy  the 
proprietors  of  the  Hull  Sens  will  be  pre3enti"l  to  the 
successful  competitors  during  tho  pist  season.  The 
awards  are  as  follows:  For  the  moat  specimen  tish  .luring 
tho  season  from  the  Biver  Hull,  Mr.  I'red  Waitee,  Oi 
Driffield,  with  twenty-eight  point*,  consisting  of  twelve 
trout,  from  lib.  to  21b.  lojoz.  ;  thirteen  roach,  from  tto. 
t<>  lib  Goz.each;  and  three  dace,  from  7.b>z.  to  !»o/.  l-'or 
the  best  specimen  fish  from  tho  same  river,  falls  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Waitos.of  Driffield,  his  heaviest  fish  being  a  trout 
weighing  41b.  14oz.  j'and  the  club  t.ri/.o  of  one  guinea  is  won 
by  Mr  Thomas  Chceter,  of  the  West  Hull  A.  S.  Homo  very 


good  pike  have  been  tiken  of  late  in  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal,  the  largest  of  which  scaled  14Mb.,  and  was  caught  by- 
Mr.  B.  Nelson.  The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  East 
Hull  Brass  Band  A.S.  was  held  at  headquarters  on 
Monday  evening  last,  when  the  officers  were  elected,  and 
other  matters  arranged  for  the  ensuing  season.  The  Old 
Sculcoates  A.S.  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  on  Jan.  30.  At 
the  first  council  meeting  this  year  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association,  which  was  held  at  the  (Queen's  Eotel, 
Charlotte-street,  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  6.  the  officers  for 
1897  were  elected  as  follows:"  President.  Mr.  W.  11. 
Barker;  vice-presidents,  Messrs.  T.  Barber  and  J. 
Gosling;  treasurer,  Mr.  George  Turner;  and  secretaries, 
Messrs.  J.  F.  Woodford  (corresponding)  and  J.  W. 
Hunt  (financial) ;  and  after  other  business  had  b  'en 
transacted,  and  the  delegates  appointed  to  attend  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  Conference, 
to  be  held  at  Leeds,  the  secretary  was  instructed 
to  approach  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  and 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Louth  Canal  (River  Ludd), 
relative  to  the  association's  privilege  tickets,  and  report  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  council,  to  be  held  at  head- 
quarters on  Feb.  3.  At  the  last  council  meeting  of  the 
Hull  Corporation,  held  on  Thursday,  Jan.  7,  in  response  to 
a  letter  received  from  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
Imperial  Institute,  London,  relative  to  the  Yachting  and 
Fisheries  Exhibition  in  May  next,  on  the  motion  of 
Alderman  Seaton,  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  C.  Whnrram,  a 
local  committee  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  Mayor, 
ex-Mayor,  the  Sheriff,  Alderman  Rollit,  and  Sir  James 
Woodhouse,  to  assist  in  the  matter  of  the  Sea  Fisheries 
Appliances  Department. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  report  and  balance-sheet  of  the  St.  Helen's  Angling 
Association  for  the  year  180(5  contain  a  most  interesting 
record  of  the  doings  of  this  organisation,  and  go  to  prove 
what  can  be  accomplished  by  a  body  of  fishermen  handed 
together  for  mutual  benefit  when  properly  led  by  an 
efficient  and  hard  working  executive.  The  result  of  their 
enterprise  in  promoting  a  hatchery  is  most  gratifying. 
They  have  fished  six  contests  for  valuable  prizes,  all  the 
outings  being  most  enjoyable.  The  sportsmanlike  regula- 
tions for  close  season  are  highly  commendable,  and  the 
Tontine  Club,  an  auxiliary  of  the  association,  has  proved  a 
great  success.  The  attention  of  all  clubs  to  the  principle 
of  forming  a  similar  department  is  strongly  urged,  for  hj 
so  doing  they  would  save  as  much  money  during  the  m  n- 
fishing  season  as  would  finance  several  outings  when  the 
season  is  in  full  swing  ;  all  working  men's  clubs  would  be 
benefited  in  this  way.  The  Robin  Hood  Angling 
Society,  at  Clifton,  have  recently  developed  a  lot  of 
enthusiasm,  and  their  roll-call  has  bad  a  substantial 
increase,  so  that  during  the  present  year  they  are 
likely  to  render  a  good  account  of  themselves.  Odb 
item  of  leading  importance  is  to  be  the  acquisition  ;  1' 
private  waters  to  replace  thoso  which  they  recently 
abandoned  as  unsatisfactory.  The  Barton  Angling 
Society  held  their  annual  dinner  recently  at  headquarters, 
Dutton  Arms,  Canal  Hank.  I'atricroft,  at  which  a  very- 
good  muster  attended  to  discuss  the  good  things,  one  of 
which  being  the  balance-she<  t,  which  was  read  and  after- 
wards voted  as  being  "  highly  satisfactory,"  and  creat 
praise  was  given  for  tho  manner  in  w  hieh  the  society  had 
been  conducted.  After  the  usual  business  the  evening 
was  given  up  to  merriment  of  the  usual  order. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

There  has  been  some  littlo  improvement  in  sport  tie's 
week,  but  matters  will  have  to  considerably  change  t\  r  the 
bettor  before  it  will  be  even  possible  fo  describe  angling 
as  fairly  good.  The  Wreake  Valley  district  is  still  flooded, 
and  almost  any  size  fish  will  just  now  tako  the  weekly- 
prizes  at  the  clubs  ;  whilst  many  anglers  who  have  Ivecn  to 
these  parts  have  returned  without  wetting  a  line.  One 
good  item  comes  from  the  lilahy  locality,  where  Mr.  F. 
liarnes  caught  a  pike  weighing  1  lib.  from  the  canal  above 
that  village.  Tho  length  of  the  fish,  which  was  well  fed, 
waj  34in.,  and,  considering  tho  fact  that  thoso  free  waters 
are  extremely  well  looked  after  by  a  Motion  of  the  angling 
fraternity,  tlie  size  of  tho  fish  is  somewhat  remarkable. 
At  Kibworth,  Mr.  .1.  Licence  took  aperim, ini  of  the 
last  mentioned  species  up  to  41b. but  at  Koxton  the 
waters  are  still  unfishablo,  being  thick  with  mud.  Sport  • 
at  North  Kibworth  is  at  a  stand-till,  as  the  dredgers 
are  at  work  in  Mr.  Woodhou«o's  waters.  Since  the 
holidays  angling  in  tho  vicinity  of  Lei»  s  SI  has  been  ntf 
quiet,  and  the  number  of  anglers  to  bo  found  a'ong  the 
banks  of  the  canal  have  boon  rather  limited,  tho  continual 
rains  keoping  the  river  heavy  in  flood.  However,  thin 
are  a  few  who  stop  at  nothing  short  of  a  deluge,  and  from 
the  Twelve  Bridges  upwards  to  the  village  of  Aylostone 
subscribers  to  the  Leicester  Angling  Society's  waters 
were  taking  decent  baskets  of  roach  from  the  quid  eddies 
whieh  usually  hold  some  heavy  t'sli  at  this  time  ol  the 

year.    At  the  back-waters  b.  at  an  angler  has  Imvui  wit, 

the  low-lying  m?adows  hereabouts  being  partly  sub- 
merged; the  river  also  from  Bluby  to  Croft  win  sparsely 
patronised.  I'ike  annlor-  are  sorely  disappointed  at  not 
being  able  t  >  get  among  tin-  voracious  jack.  Nevertheless, 
tho  enforced  idleness  will  do  tho  waters  good,  as  a  lot  of 
fish  were  caught  early  in  the  season. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  latest  addition  to  the  list  ot  eluhs  already  formed 
hero  comes   in   the  form   of    tho    Shakespeare  Angling 

Society,  with  headquarters  at  Gorton.    Af  u  u  ting  held 

recently  they  elected  their  first,  executive  as  follows: 
I'r.  -id. 'nt,  W.  Watson;  treasurer,  J.  Smith;  seen  t  iry, 


W.  Smith,  27,  Ciisson-street,  Gorton;  committee,  Messrs. 
Hutchinson,  T.  Smith,  I'hythian  Clare,  Baker,  and  Kny. 
At  their  next  it  is  intended  to  disoms  the  nmtter  of  trying 
to  fsenro  suitable  waters,  and  if  |iosmMo  to  make  a  move 
in  this  direction.    It  ii  certainly  a  good  beginning  b.i  a 
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youiiK  club,  and  will  bo  far  bottor  Mian  wanting  their 
money  in  promoting  oompetitioni  for  what  ure  practically 
meless  prizos.  It  in  now  dofinitoly  decided  that  a  lecture 
nhall  be  urrungod  for  in  the  early  part  of  February,  to  be 
Rivon  at  the  Greyhound  Hotel,  Chestcr-road,  Manchester, 
by  our  old  f'riond,  "  Fara  o'  Fario  "  ;  and  that  another 
old  friend,  Mr.  F.  Hibby,  will  manipuhte  the  lantern. 
For  the  suke  of  the  credit  of  our  city  anglers 
it  ||  to  bo  hoped  that  they  will  turn  up  in  crowds. 
.Imping  by  the  artiole  in  last  week's  Angler  on 
tho  lecture  delivorod  by  "Sam  o'  Fario"  at  Altrin- 
cham,  a  short  time  ago  tho  contemplated  event 
should  bo  vory  interesting.  The  popular  lecturer  is  well 
qu'ilidod  to  (leal  exhaustively  with  any  subject  dealing 
with  our  favourite  sport,  and  even  to  theology.  Who  will 
doubt  that  anglers  are  good  men  after  such  convincing 
proofs  of  Biblical  research  as  the  lecturer  introduced  in  his 
last  lecture.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  news  to  many  to  learn 
that  our  sport,  in  some  way  or  another,  is  alluded  to 
moro  than  forty  times  in  the  volume  of  tho  "Sacred  Law. 
Mr.  William  Smith,  cur  champion  roach  fishor,  has  been 
out  several  times  lately,  and  has  managed  to  secure  some 
very  lino  fish.  He  has  also  been  trying  his  hand  at 
"setting  up,"  and  the  pike  taken  by  1  i  n  from  Whaley 
Bridge  Resorvoir  can  now  be  seen  at  his  house,  7,  Green- 
gate,  Salford,  by  any  inquisitive  friends. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Some  good  pike  have  been  taken  during  the  week  on 
private  wators  in  different  ptrts  of  the  county,  de3pite 
the  wretched  weather  we  have  had.  On  Thursday  a  nice 
fish  of  l/lb.  was  taken,  and  on  Friday  two  gentlemen 
visiting  this  district  were  fortunate  enough  to_  secure  a 
splendid  bag  of  sixteen  fish,  the  weights  of  which  were  : 
one,  291b. ;  two,  221b.  each  ;  throe,  171b.  each,  the  other  ten 
fish  ranging  from  10lb.  downwards.  One  of  the  Lr^er 
fish  had  a  tench  inside  it  which  measured  17in.  from  end 
of  tail  to  back  of  gill  cover  (the  head  was  decomposed), 
aid  which  must  have  weighed  quite  41b.  The  three 
largest  fish  are  be'.ng  prescived  by  Mr.  Roberts  of 
Norwich.  On  10th  inst.  two  locjl  anglers  took  three  nic3 
fish,  weighing  respectively,  171b.,  15lb.,  and  121b.,  besilcs 
some  smaller  ones  which  were  returned  t>  the  water. 
The  weather  is  more  inclined  to  be  fine  now,  and  waters 
are  getting  into  better  condition  for  pike  fishing  tl  au 
they  nave  been  for  some  time. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Hie  Trent,  like  the  Thames,  has  been  running  in  flood, 
though  at  the  period  of  writing  the  waters  were  receding 
rapidly.  There  has  been  a  considerable  quantit/  of 
"snow  broth"  in  the  river,  and  usually  when  the  per- 


colation takes  place  coarse  fish  show  little  disposition  for 
a  time,  to  look  at  the  lures  of  anglers.  Moreover  the 
admixture  seems  to  alter  the  colour  of  the  fish.  1  hear 
from  one  of  tho  committee  of  the  Wellington  Society  that 
Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  has  recently  weighed-in  a  splendidly 
propo  rtioned  roach  of  lib.  lloz.,  besides  the  big  fish 
mentioned  in  my  laet  batch  of  notes.  On  the  7th  ten 
members  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association  competed 
for  prizes  in  tho  Rolleston  length,  when  the  first  was 
carried  off  by  Mr.  J.  Cats,  who  is  a  most  capable  angler. 
Moro  would  have  fished  had  the  weather  been  favourable. 
Saturday  brought  with  it  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  and  this 
melting  on  the  following  day,  got  into  the  river,  and  soon 
produced  a  flood  of  goodly  dimensions.  At  Weston,  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Meats  lagged  a  stone  of  roach 
by  operating  on  the  grass,  and  a  few  choice  rjach  and  a 
bream  were  killed  on  the  grass  by  anglers  using  the 
cockspur  worm  above  our  New  Trent  Bridge.  The 
Wellington  Society's  half-yearly  banquet  takes  place  at  the 
Masonic  Hall,  Nottingham,  next  Tuesday  night,  under  the 
presidency  of  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  Bart.,  of  Stoke  Hall. 
With  regard  to  the  letter  published  last  week  by  "  Trent- 
sider,"  ai  to  the  feeding  habits  of  barbel  in  the  Trent 
during  the  winter  season,  I  am  well  convinced,  from  long 
experienca,  that  the  fish  do  not  feed  at  all.  If  they  did, 
odd  specimens  must  sure'y  be  taken.  The  lamprey  notion, 
as  raised  by  a  writer  in  the  north,  will  not  do  at  any  price. 
1  happen  to  know  him,  and,  moreover,  I  should  much  like 
him  to  know  that  I  am  still  in  existence.  A  letter 
addressed  "  Nottm.  "  will  find  me. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

From  sn  argling  point  of  view  the  weather  in  the 
Sheffield  district  during  the  past  week  could  not  have  been 
much  worse,  and  from  all  sides  one  hears  complaints  of  the 
wretched  sport  met  with.  On  Thursday  it  snowed  heavily, 
and  on  Saturday  and  Sunday  it  thawed,  making  the  con- 
ditions for  fishing  miserable  in  the  extreme.  Since  then  it 
has  been  exceedingly  foggy,  ard,  taking  the  week 
altogether,  sport  has  been  of  a  poor  description.  On 
Thursday  in  last  week  a  well-known  Sheffield  publican 
paid  a  visit  to  the  ponds  at  Welbeck,  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land's seat,  but  he  might  just  as  well  have  stayed  at  home 
for  all  the  luck  he  had.  The  rain  came  down  the  greater 
part  of  the  day,  and  ultimately  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
fishing  as  a  bad  job,  as  he  was  unable  to  get  a  bite.  From 
nearly  all  the  other  districts  the  retorts  about  fishing  are 
of  the  same  character.  A  moderately  large  number  of 
anglers  have  been  out  tryiog  ti  e  r  hands,  but  very  few 
have  caught  anything  like  a  decent  catch.  Prior  to 
Thursday  some  fairly  decant  sport  was  obtained  in  the 


River  Ryton,  near  to  Retford,  several  very  nice  baskets  of 
roach  having  been  caught  by  the  aid  of  maggots.  In  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Trent  some  fairly  satisfactory  catches 
of  roach  have  been  secured,  that  well-known  Sheffield 
angler,  Mr.  W.  Arnold,  getting  a  very  nice  take  a  few 
days  ago.  During  tho  past  few  months  the  officials  of  the 
Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  have  been  keeping  their 
eyes  open  in  the  interests  of  the  members,  the  society  now 
being  in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  A  week  or  so  ago 
they  secured  the  rights  of  fishing  in  a  weU  known  Derby- 
shire river,  and,  as  the  water  is  easily  accessible  from 
Sheffield,  it  will  be  well  patronised  during  the  coming 
season.  The  two  angling  associations  in  Sheffield  have 
also  been  engaging  good  stretches  of  water  in  Lincolnshire 
and  Nottinghamshire,  and  followers  of  the  gentle  art  of 
fishing  should  be  well  catered  for  during  the  next  twelve 
months. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE 

Angling  prospects  in  this  district  are  for  the  present 
very  unfavourable,  owing  to  the  presence  of  "  snow  broth  " 
in  the  streams,  and  matters  piscatorial  are  generally  dull. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board  is 
awaited  with  interest,  inasmuch  as  it  is  expected  that 
various  matters  of  pn  amount  importance  to  anglers  will 
be  discussed.  Such  questions  as  the  deterioration  of  the 
salmon  fisheries  of  the  upper  waters  and  the  interests  of 
coarse  fish  anglers  in  the  districts  below  Ironbridge  will 
doubtless  le  prolific  subjects  of  discussion. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  end  of  last  week  the  rivers  generally  were 
affected  by  flood  water,  but  this  week  have  been  more 
fishable  in  the  absence  of  heavy  rains.  Coarse  fishers 
have  obtained  moderate  sport,  but  beyond  a  little  bottom 
fishing  on  the  reaches  of  the  Swale,  and  one  or  two  other 
streams,  grayling  fishing — the  season  for  which  is  practi- 
cally over— has  been  almost  nil.  Enjoyable  pastime  has 
been  experienced  with  roach,  dace,  chub, and  pike  along 
the  tanks  of  the  Swale,  and  the  latter  fish  is  affording 
sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Boroughbridge.  Re-stocking 
having  engaged  much  attention  on  the  part  of  tli9  clubs, 
especially  in  the  North  of  Yorkshire,  the  coming  trout 
season,  other  condition*  of  coursa  being  favourable,  should 
be  of  a  favourable  character.  Mr.  W.  H.  Ashford,  fishery 
officer,  reported  to  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  North- 
Eastern  Sea  Fisheries  Committee,  held  at  the  Royal 
Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Wednesday  in  the  present  week, 
that  during  the  past  three  months,  aHhough  fishing 
operations  were  on  many  days  suspended  by  reason  of 
6tormy  weather,  the  line  fish'ng  has  resulted  in  splendid 
catches  of  all-round  fish,  and  high  prices  i^ed  for  eveTy 
kind  of  fish  landed. 


SALMON  FISHING. 


A  ROD  TO  LET, 

In  the  Tipperary  side  of  the 
Shannon,  at  Killaloe,  from  Feb.  1 
to  end  of  March. 

Apply  to  Major  TRAHERNE, 
Lee  House,  Romsey,  Hants. 

GOOD  FISHING. 

THREE-QUARTERS  of  a  MILE 

of  PRIVATE, WATER. 

With  Board  and  Apartments,  35s. 
per  week. 

King's  Arms,  Sandford-on-Thames,  Oxford 

TO  BE  LET, 
FISH  HATCHERY  at  Halton, 
near  Lancaster. 

rVO  be  LET,  this  well-known 
A  HATCHERY,  lately  occupied  by  the 
Lunes:!ale  Fish  Hatchery  Company. —  For 
particulars  apply  William  Wrennall, 
i>,  Harrington-street.  Liverpool. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

"QOOK  at  once  for  AUTUMN  and 
*f  WINTER  SUPPLY.  The  Price 
List  (free  on  application)  contains  the 
largest  variety  of  TROUT  and  COARSE 
FISH,  both  British  and  Foreign,  offered 
by  any  dealer  in  the  world.    Apply  to —  - 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY, 
CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

N.B. — A  limited  number  of  yearling 
grayling  to  clear  early  at  50s.  per  100. 


"One  of  the  most  beautiful  of  recent  books."— Standard. 


■t  THE  CENTURY 
I    OF  LOUIS  XIV 

B  ITS  ARTS-ITS  IDEAS. 

O  500  ILLUSTRATIONS. 

and 

22  PHOTOGRAVURE  PLATES. 

From  the  French  by  Mrs.  CASHEL 
1S  HOEY. 

In  one  handsome  volume  of  about  500  ' 
f{  pages,  imperial  8vo.    Wich  22  Photo- 

gravure Copperplate  Engravings  and 
_  500  Illustrations  in  the  Text,  cloth 

1  extra,  gilt  edges. 

D 

"  Price  Two  Guineas  and  a  Half. 

E 

AH  who  are  thinking  of  giving  a  costly  houk  as  a  present 
should  ask  at  their  Booksellers  to  see  this  splendid  work. 

^  Among  West-end  firms  who  find  a  ready  sale  for  this 

\3       Book  are  :  — 

R       Me  :srs.  Henry  Sotheran  and  Co   37,  Piccadilly. 

f£  "        »      J.  and  E.  Bumpus   Oxford-street. 

„      Bickers  and  Son    Leicester-square. 

Pall  Mall       n      Harrison   pa]i  Mall. 

Gazette. 

*#*  Messrs.  J.  and  E.  Bumpus  alone  have  sold  about 
Fifty  Copies. 
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London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  and  COMPANY,  Ltd. 


MAHSEER  FISHING. 
MURRAY  &  CO., 

MEERUT  and  MUSSOORIE, 

IMPORTERS  OF 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Specially  made  for  India,  and  after  descriptions 

and  styles  mentioned  in 
The  Sod  in  India,  North  Punjab  Fishing 
Club  Anglers'  Handbook  and  Angling  in 
the  Kumaon  Lakes. 

New  Stocks  regularly  arriving  from 

HABDT,    WABNEB,   SLATES,  M ALLOC  K, 
and  other  first  class  manufacturers. 

Complete  niuiirated  Price  Lift  on  Application. 

W.   PEARSE,  Agent 


First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES 
DRESSED  to  Order  or  Pattern. 

G.  H0YLE,  Practical  Ply  Dresser, 

44,  Liberia.  Road,  Highbury, 
London,  N. 
PRICE    LIST   POST  FREE. 


RABBITS,  FOWLS,  AND  FISH  OF 
ALL  KINDS  WANTED. 

ANY  QUANTITY  WEEKLY. 
Good  Prices   Paid    for  Good  Quality. 

MACLAREN  &  CO., 

Produce  Merchants  &  Commission  Agents, 
146  &  148,  CENTRE  STREET, 
GLASGOW,  S.S. 


THE 

HALF-YEARLY  YOLUIES 

OF  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE, 

Bound  in  cloth, 
May  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers. 

Price  6/6  each ;  post  free,  7/3. 

London  : 

Sampson  Low,  Marston  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fatter-lane,  E.C. 
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TRAWLING  FOR  AMATEURS. 

(Continued  from  page  26.) 

There  are  several  kinds  of  dredges  and  trawls  that  are 
used  for  fishing. 

The  dredge  is  an  oblong  iron  frame  having  iron  slings  at 
each  cnl,  these  are  attached  to  a  rope  which  is  used  to 
tow  them,  the  bag  or  bunt  which  is  attached  to  the  iron 
frame  is  made  sometimes  entirely  of  net,  and  sometimes 
canvas  top  and  bottom  with  fine  net  sides  ;  these  nets  are 
used  principally  by  naturalists  for  dredging  up  specimens 
from  the  bottom,  either  weeds,  Crustacea,  or  other  things. 
There  is  a  lighter  one  made,  about  four  feet  wide,  D  shape, 
the  round  of  the  D  being  made  of  bent  ash  and  about 
eighteen  inches  high ;  these  have  fine  shrimp  nets,  and  are 
used  from  small  boats  to  catch  prawns  and  shrimps, 
although  flat-fish  and  crabs  are  often  taken  in  them.  They 
are  generally  used  in  an  estuary  or  harbour  with  a  sandy, 
muddy,  weedy  bottom,  and  several  of  our  fishermen  get 
their  living  entirely  by  using  these  nets  ;  they  are  cheap, 
vni  afford  some  very  good  sport. 

The  beam  trawl  is  so-called  by  its  having  a  large  wooden 
beam  which  varies  in  length  from  Cf  t.  to  60ft. ,  which  is  sup- 
ported off  the  ground  by  two  iron  frames,  one  at  each  end. 
To  the  centre  of  these  frames  is  attached  a  swivel,  to  which 
the  bridle  is  attached,  the  other  ends  of  the  bridle  are 
brought  together  and  the  tow  rope  is  made  fast  to  them. 

The  net  is  made  like  a  long  pocket,  the  upper  side  of 
which  is  fastened  to  the  wooden  beam ,  the  lower  part  is 
made  so  as  to  be  dragged  a  good  deal  in  the  rear,  and  is 
leaded  so  as  to  keep  it  on  the  ground.  The  trawl  is 
dragged  along  the  bottom  by  a  sailing  boat  or  steam  launch, 
and  the  fish  are  taken  in  the  bag,  which  has  pockets  to 
prevent  the  fish  from  getting  out  when  once  in  the  net, 
the  end  of  the  pocket,  or  cod  end  as  it  is  called,  is  opened 
and  drawn  together  with  a  running  s'ring,  so  that  it  can  be 
opened  to  allow  the  fish  being  taken  out. 

William  Heaeder,  B.S.A.S. 


POACHING  ON  THE  SHANNON. 
At  Limerick  Quarter  Sessions  on  Wednesday,  before 
Judge  Adams,  Patrick  Hayes,  John  M'Namara,  and  John 
Shamy,  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Castleconnell 
magistrates  fining  them  in  £10  each  and  costs  for  alleged 
illegal  fishing  at  Castleconnell  on  Sunday,  the  20th  July 
last.  Mr.  Sullivan  appeared  for  the  Limerick  Board  of 
Conservators,  and  Mr.  Dundas  for  appellants.  A  number 
of  witnesses  swore  that  the  appellants  were  not  present  at 
the  time  of  the  alleged  offence.  Judge  Adams  said 
that  if  they  (the  witnesses)  were  present,  aiding  and 
abetting,  they  were  liable  to  conviction  for  poaching.  He 
directed  Mr.  Counishan,  the  solicitor  of  the  Board,  to  take 
a  note  of  their  evidence,  and  to  institute  proceedings 
agiinst  them  at  next  Castleconnell  Petty  Sessions.  He 
would  do  what  he  could  to  break  down  the  system  of 
poaching  cn  the  Shannon,  which  could  only  be  done  by  the 
most  exemplary  punishment.  The  Shannon  was  a  great 
river  full  of  fish,  obstructed  by  many  obstacles — the  Cox 
weir  and  others — which  ehould  be  swept  away,  and  their 
owners  compensated.  But  it  had  also  to  struggle  against 
the  folly  of  the  men  who  made  their  bread  on  it,  and 
destroyed  the  river  by  poaching  cn  it  at  illegal  hours. 
This  was  a  remarkable  case,  in  which  a  number  of  men 
swore  that  they  were  present  where  illegal  fishing  was 
carried  on.  He  would  take  them  at  their  word,  and  direct 
their  prosecution  on  their  own  testimony.  The  appeal 
would  stand  over  for  the  present.  J.  A.  B. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FISHING  AT  ABERFELDY— A  CORRECTION. 

Sie, — I  am  requested  by  Mr.  Alex.  Nicol,  of  the 
Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel,  here,  to  write  you  with 
reference  to  a  notice  under  "  The  Open  Fishings  of 
Scotland,  Perthshire,  Aberfeldy,"  on  page  3  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  da*e  2nd  inst.,  in  which  it  is  stated  : 
"  The  Weem  Hotel  and  Station  Hotel,  Aberfeldy,  afford 
good  accommodation,  and  visitors  can  fish  the  Tay  and 
Loch-na-Craig,"  thus  leading  the  public  to  erroneously 
believe,  though  no  doubt  unintentionally,  that  by  staying 
at  these  hotels  such  fishing  can  be  got  in  connection 
with  them.  This  is  entirely  contrary  to  the  fact,  as  no 
permits  to  fish  in  these  waters  can  be  granted  by  any- 
one except  by  Mr.  Nicol  himself,  and  these  are  only  granted 
to  visitors  staying  at  his  own  hotel.  Mr.  Nicol,  1  believe, 
has  pointed  this  out  to  you  already,  and  asked  you  to 
c-ntradict  the  part  of  the  notice  complained  of.  He 
thought  this  would  have  been  done  in  the  succeeding 
number  of  the  Gazette,  and  is  not  unnaturally  disappointed 
and  surprised  that  his  request  has  not  been  complied  with. 
I  beg,  therefore,  cn  his  behalf  to  repeat  his  request,  and 
to  hope  you  will  give  effect  to  it  in  your  next  issue  of  the 
Gazette,  as  so  long  as  the  contradiction  dots  not  appear 
you  are  doing  him  a  great  injustice. —  I  am,  yours  truly, 
Ciiab.  W.  MACDODOALL. 

Union  Bank  of  Scotland.'Limited,  Aberfeldy,  Jan.  11. 

[The  statement  we  published  was  taken,  as  clearly 
indicated  by  ns,  from  Mr.  Watson  Lyall's  Guide.  We 
regret  that  it  appears  not  to  bo  correct.  We  ceitainly 
have  no  wish  to  injure  Mr.  Alexander  Nicol  or  anjone 
else  ;  all  we  want  is  to  give  our  readers  reliable  informa- 
tion.—Ed.] 

.!«    FIS8TNG  IN  NORTH  UIST. 
Sir, — Having  just  returned  from  this  land  of  lochs  and 
bays,  many  of  which  are  very  full  of  fish  at  certain 
'seasons,  I  a-n  able  to  correct  a  slight  inaccuracy  which 


occurs  in  the  report  respecting  the  Geren  Water,  or,  as  it 
is  more  frequently  called,  the  Gerin  Mill  Loch.  The 
latter  name  is  now  rendered  almost  necessary  for 
distinction,  as  there  is  another  Gerin  water  within  easy 
walking  distance,  and  in  both  lochs  excellent  fishing  may 
be  had.  Sea  trcut,  trout,  and  salmon  frequent  these 
waters,  and  they,  as  well  as  many  others,  may  be  fished  by 
visitors  staying  at  the  Lochmaddy  Hotel.  The  Gerin  Mill 
Loch  takes  its  name  from  a  small  water-mill  which  has 
now  become  a  thing  of  tie  past,  having  fallen  into  d:'suse 
some  two  years  ago.  It  was  an  effectual  barrier  to  any- 
great  run  of  nth,  but  the  mill  race  and  wheel  have  already 
gone  to  decay,  the  vi  ater  has  resumed  its  old  or  natural 
curse,  and  fish  have  now  again  a  free  run  into  the  loch, 
and  this  last  season  the  sea  trout  took  advantage  of  it  in 
cons'derable  numbers.  I  made  a  careful  inspection  of  the 
stream  connecting  it  with  the  sea,  and  also  of  the  loch 
it-  elf,  which  must  have  a  coast  line  extending  over  many 
miles,  although  _  nowhere  c?03S  it  give  ore  the  impression 
of  being  anything  but  a  moderate  sized  piece  of  water, 
unless  it  be  the  view  from  the  top  of  a  hill  not  far  off,  and 
from  which  a  good  idea  of  its  peculiar  shape  may  be 
obtained. 

Both  the  loch  and  the  entrance  to  it  are  about  to  be 
very  materially  improved  by  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel, 
Mr.  D.  C.  Macmillan,  who  is  doing  all  he  can  to  make  the 
angling  of  the  island  second  to  none.  The  raw  material 
is  there  to  work  on,  and,  what  is  more,  its  quality  is 
excellent,  and  after  viewing  the  hundreds  of  lochs  which 
exist  in  N.  Uist,  in  addition  to  the  innumerable  bays  and 
silt  water  or  brackish  lochs,  I  could  not  refrain  from 
adding,  as  I  entered  my  name  in  the  visitors'  book, 
"  What  an  angler's  paradise  !  " 

Salmon  ova  are  being  incubated  with  a  view  to  the 
improvement  of  the  fishiog,  and  efficient  measures  are  to 
be  taken  to  put  down  poaching,  which  is,  unfortunately, 
a  weakness  which  some  of  the  islanders  give  way  to. 
The  ingenious  devices  by  which  they  catch  fish  go  to  show 
that  these  poor  people  are  capable  of  better  things,  could 
their  iugenuity  only  be  turned  into  proper  channels. 
How  many  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  have  ever  heard 
of  a  bag  net  for  catching  trout  being  made  entirely  of 
heather  ?  I  saw  and  inspected  such  a  net  in  the  island  of 
North  Uist  last  week,  and  would  gladly  have  purchased  it 
for  one  of  our  museums,  but  the  owner  pro  tern.,  who  had 
seized  it,  was  retaining  it  for  the  proprietor  of  the  island. 

Not  far  from  the  hotel  is  Loch  Skealtair,  which  may  bs 
described  as  a  chain  or  series  of  lochs,  connected  by  short 
reaches  of  stream  in  which  the  salmon  spawn,  and  nearer 
still  are  several  fresh  water  and  brackish  lochs,  the  sight 
of  which  alone  is  enorgh  to  give  the  angler  an  appetite. 
The  sea,  fishing,  too,  is  excellent,  and  a  sail  on  a  summer 
evening  amongst  the  lythe,  and  the  sight  of  an  accumu- 
lating pile  of  these  and  other  fish,  as  the  visitor  speeds 
over  the  rippling  waves  amidst  all  the  surrounding  beauty 
of  the  scene,  is  one  that  will  live  long  in  the  memory  of 
those  who  are  privileged  to  share  in  its  enjoyment. 

Solway  Fishery,  Dumfries.  J.  J.  Armistead. 


BREAM  AT  TRING. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Jardine  writes  that  he  has  seen  speci- 
mens caught  at  the  reservoirs. 

In  answer  to  a  letter,  Mr.  Street,  the  keeper,  writes 
me  :  "I  have  fished  the  reservoirs  for  nearly  forty  years, 
and  my  grandfather  before  me.  A  br«am  has  never  been 
seen  or  caught  in  any  of  the  reservoirs,  and  there  are  none 
in  any  pond  or  stream  for  miles.  I  trust  this  may  be  con- 
vincing proof  that  the  roach  h?ro  are  not  a  cross  with 
bream."— Yours  faithfully,  Senex. 

HOLMES  TESTIMONIAL. 
Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform  me  if  they 
have  seen  any  result  sheet  of  the  above  testimonial? — 
Yo'irs,  &c,  X.  V.  /. 

A  PLEA  FOR  THE  MEDWAY. 
Dear  Sir,— I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  writing  again. 
I  was  pleased  to  see  the  letter  of  Jan.  2  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  answered  1  y  our  Maidstone  friends,  and  should 
have  liked  to  have  seen  other  letters  expressing_  their 
opinions  on  this  question,  especially  one  club  in  the 
S.E.  district  near  here,  which  really  was  the  first 
upshot  of  this  Medway  affair.  I  was  delighted  to  see  I 
was  credited  with  the  £5  5s.  I  still  maintain  that,  at  that 
time  in  '91 ,  was  the  time  that  the  secretary  should  have  been 
more  energetic ;  for  whilst  the  iron  was  hot  was  the  time  to 
strike  the  blow  for  the  future  welfare  respecting  the 
Medway,  and  I  am  sure  when  once  the  ball  was  rolling, 
and  life  put  into  the  affair,  instead  of  a  balance  reading 
£3  Is.  it  might  have  read  something  like  this  i 
Expenditure,  C20;  balance,  £6 ;  which  I  think  from 
'91  to  '!>7  it  would  have  been.  No  doubt  the  cause  of  all 
this  was  the  sending  of  the  £B  receipt  to  the  wrong 
quarter,  and  also  the  delay,  as  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
it  is  easier  for  people  to  talk,  ami  by  their  talk  demolish 
and  ruin  a  good  causa,  than  it  is  to  do  good  and  improve 
matters;  and  if  that  receipt  had  been  to  band,  say  in  three  or 
four  days  instead  of  weeks,  I  lieliove  this  argument  would 
never  have  come  to  light.  Perhaps  it's  "an  ill  wind,  Ac.,'' 
and  out  of  bad  comes  good,  and  I  believe  now  it  il  an 
opportunity  for  us  to  restart  and  main  a  success 
of  the  Medway  question,  ami  see  if  the  London  Brothers 
will  give  it  their  support,  and  open  the  question  in  their 
various  clubs.  It  will  bo  doing  a  groat  amount  of  good, 
both  for  the  river  anl  its  supporters  ;  and,  as  Mr.  Skinner 
says,  they  would  bo  only  too  pleas  id  to  co-operate  with 
us,  and  make  it  a  suceessful  undertaking  ami  a  pleosmu 
for  anglers  to  visit  the  Medway.  In  answer  to  Mr.  S  . 
"Have  I  ever  been  to  the  Medway  ?"  if  ho  would 
give  me  £1  for  every  journey  that  1  have  had  to  tins 
river  Medway  on  purely  angling  business  only;  1  would  1* 
pleased  to  send  a  cheque  for  £60  in  supjwrt  of  the  river, 
and  would  be  much  in  pocket.    I  alao,  with  all  due  respect 


to  "  R.  S.,"  hope  he  is  not  ashamed  of  seeing  the  £"5  in 
print,  for  I  am  not.  A  jnero'ber  and  myself  met  Mr.  Emery 
by  appointment  on  the»kutk  at  Tonbridge,  and  had  a  chat 
about  getting  a  subscription  from  the  association,  and  I 
on  the  same  day  paid  to  him  10s.  Cd.  from  our  club,  and 
hope  to  do  so  again;  and  in  conclusion,  I  cannot  see 
how  my  letter  can  be  misread  when  "  R.  S."  acknowledges 
I  am  telling  the  truth.  I  think  I  can  promise  tl.em 
that  our  little  club  will  co-operate  with  them  as  they 
wish  us  to  do,  but  would  suggest  (.being  a  sixteen  years' 
angler)  that  they  do  something  for  the  future  that  will 
crown  our  labours,  and  bring  about  a  good  feeling  with 
London  anglers.  Wishing  them  well. — Yours  &c, 
H.  Tyler 
(United  Brothers  Angling  Society). 

FISHING  AT  BEDFORD. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  noticed  "  Senex's  "  le'.ter  in  corre- 
spondence column  of  F.  G.,  Jan.  !>,  I  beg  to  say  good  coarse 
fishing  can  be  had  at  Bluuham,  six  miles  from  Bedford, 
by  applying  at  the  Old  Horse  Shoes  Inn,  where  every 
accommodation  can  be  obtaired.  Just  now  the  floods  are 
out,  and  water  very  thick. 

The  distance  from  London  to  Bedford  (by  Midland  or 
Noith-western  Railways)  is  fifty  nides,  and  privilege 
tickets  may  be  had  of  either  of  the  London  Associations 
for  5s.  the  leturn  journey.  It  will  be  well  to  note  ttat 
railway  tickets  are  available  for  three  days  (including  day 
of  issue  and  return). — Yours,  &c,      Wm.  L.  Hayden. 


THE  SHANNON  FISHERIES. 

Sir, — It  is  a  source  of  the  greatest  gratification  to  me 
to  know  that  my  letters,  which  you  have  been  so  kind  as 
to  publish  on  the  above  all  important  subject,  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  proprietors  and  anglers  on 
Lough  Derg,  and  especially  of  so  well  known  a  Shannon 
sportsman  as  Capt.  Minchin,  whose  letter  to  me,  copy  of 
which  I  inclose,  I  would  ask  you  to  kindly  publish  in  this 
week's  issue  of  your  always  entertaining  paper. 

Let  us  all  hope  that  before  long  a  better  state  of  things 
will  prevail  on  our  beautiful  lake,  and  that  when  our 
English  friends  revisit  the  bonnie  shores  of  Lough  Derg 
they  will  enjoy  the  best  of  sport  among  the  brow  n  aid 
gillaroo  trout. 

"  Dear  Mr.  Hurley, — I  and  most  of  the  other  pro- 
prietors and  anglers  on  Lough  Derg  have  read  with  much 
interest  your  excellent  letters  recently  published  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  and  Lund  mid  Witter  in  relation  to  the 
non-preservation  of  Lough  Derg  and  its  numerous 
valuable  tributaries.  I  am  glad  to  tell  you  that  yc  ur 
spirited  action  in  the  matter  has  aroueed  us  all  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  subject. 

"  I  am  of  opinion  yon  are  quite  correct  in  saying  that  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Conservators  take  not  the  slightest 
interest  in  the  preservation  during  the  spawning  seasen, 
of  the  game  lako  trout  which  afford  such  splendid  sport  to 
anglers. 

"  The  board  say  that  as  they  derive  no  licence  duty  from 
trout  fishers,  they  cannot  out  of  their  funds  pay  bailiffs 
for  the  preservation  of  trout  only.  In  this  they  are  quite 
wrong,  as  it  is  well  known  that  in  almost  every  tributary 
which  trout  ascend  for  the  purposes  of  spawning,  many 
hundreds  of  salmon  also  run  up  there  to  deposit  their  ova. 
Why,  therefore,  should  the  board  deny  protection  to  these 
rivers  ?  The  truth  is  the  conservators  seem  to  care  nothing 
about  the  lake  and  its  feeding  streams,  fcr  which  ft  mob 
terrible  slaughter  of  salmon  and  trout  tikes  place  every 
winter. 

"  You  have  so  clearly  demonstiated  the  deplorable  shite 
of  things  that  veiy  little  remains  for  mo  to  say  on  the 
subject ;  but  this  much  I  must  say  (from  my  own  personal 
observation  and  experience)  that  if  immediito  action  be 
not  taken  to  preserve  the  lake  and  its  affluent*,  either  1  y 
the  Limerick  Board  or  some  other  legally  constituted 
body  or  association,  the  fishing  will  soon  be  ruined  beyoid 
any  hope  of  redemption. 

"  It  is  proposed  to  remedy  this  grievance,  namely,  the 
destruction  ef  spawning  fish  by  unliceneed  nets  and  other 
illegal  implements,  firttly,  by  obtaining  from  the  Limerick 
Board,  out  of  the  river  funds  a  substantiil  annual  sum, 
which  will  bo  employed  in  putting  bailiffs  on  the  tribu- 
tary rivers,  which  are  undoubtedly  the  nurseries  of  our 
fish  supply. 

"  I  would  suggest  that  this  amount  be  augmented  in  the 
following  manner,  viz.,  by  putting  a  small  licence  on  rod* 
"  dapping,"  whose  owners  are  not  in  possession  of  either  11 
salmon  rod  licence  or  a  cross-line  lieenee.  By  this  moms 
the  revenue  of  the  preserving  l»idy  would  be  materially 
and  substantially  increased.  ' 

"  My  reasons  for  suggesting  the  introduction  of  this 
dapping  licence  are  that  the  majority  of  the  gnat  inline 
of  visitors  to  our  famed  hike  8Mb  dapping  Sanson,  and 
who  send  away,  after  their  skilful  angling,  iiumhrrlcNi 
baskets  of  our  big  trout,  do  not  contribute  one  penny 
towards  the  preservation  of  same;    whilst  tip-  resident 

sport sinen  along  the  lake  not  only  tal  it  li.  eiujes,  ' •■  > » 

also  proteet,  iw  wll  as  ihey  e.m.tlie  rivers  and  stroitn* 
running  through  their  propel  ties,  md  liuee  a!»o  inviir  ul.ly 
and  ungrudgingly  grunted  free  poi  mission  In  part  ion  'lapping 
landing  on  their  islands  and  shores  for  camping,  Ao. 

"Should  we  g.t  the  nere  wiry  help  from  our  angling 
visitors  lo  ins!  t  in  hi  1  i  .king  niter  the  Welfare  anil 
preservation  of  the  lake,  tho  future  suocets  of  trout 
lishing  on  Lough  l>erg  would  undoubtedly  l*>  ansim  d. 

"  I  may  meiitioiith.it  to  my  cert. 1111  knowlodg  inn  roi  s 

proprietors  and  angle! a  along  Lough  Derg.  who  cmn.  t 
11  Hi 'I'll  I  lie  t  line  to  to.li  throughout  the  whole  season,  tut 
lire  able  to  put  ill  a  lew  etijojable  weeks  with  tho  (ireen 
Drake*,  are  unanimously  prepared  to  p(y  this  pro|*  so  I 
lieenee,  as  they  consider  more  bailiffs  will  most  materially 
conduce  to  iucre-ttw  tho  future  prospects  of  s|>ort  on  the 
rivers  and  the  lako.  ,   ,.  ,. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  hope  you  will  continue  to  uphold  the 
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interest  of  our  lake  trout  fishing,  us  you  have  ho  ably  done 
for  so  many  years.— Yours  faithfully, 

"  Cai-t.  W.  K.  Minchin. 
"  Lough  Derg,  Jan.  11,  1897." 

dipt.  Minobln  has  bit  tlio  nail  on  tho  Load.  Ilia 
suggestim  to  tako  the  protection  of  Lough  Dergout  of  the 
hands  of  the  Limerick  Hoard  is  an  excellent  ona.  If  that 
most  useless  body  should  not  fall  in  with  our  views,  then 
wo  Bbould  go  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  Council,  who 
have  the  power  to  cut  the  river  into  sections  for  the  pur- 
poses of  hotter  preservation,  a  consummation  most 
dovoutly  to  be  wished  for.— J  am,  &c,    S.  J.  HURLEY. 

Abboy  View,  Killuloo. 

P.S.— I  omitted  to  mention  that  all  of  tho  proprietors 
and  anglers  along  either  shore  of  Lough  Dcrg  arc  taking 
steps  to  form  themselves  into  an  association  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Lough  Dorg  and  its  tributaries.  This  is  as  it 
should  be.    8.  J.  II. 

HULL  TROUT. 
Dear  Sik, — It  seems  something  more  than  remarkable 
that  those  gentlemen  now  engaged  on  tho  "  Hull  Trout" 
controversy,  as  a  rule  prefer  Dr.  Francis  Day's  theories  to 
tho  stubborn  facts  of  that  great  ichthyologist,  naturalist, 
Ac,  the  lute  Dr.  Frank  Buckland,  whose  loss  at  tho  present 
time  is  us  keenly  felt  as  it  was  in  1880.  To  illustrate  the  same, 
a  quotation  appeared  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  under 
the  above  heading,  being  a  footnote  from  Dr.  Francis 
Day's  "British  Fishes,"  vol.  2,  page  87,  which,  thero  is 
not  a  shadow  of  doubt,  was  taken  from  Dr.  Buckland's 
Parliamentary  report,  with  additions  by  your  correspon- 
dent in  Saturday  s  Fishing  Gazette,  which  reads  thus : 
"  Dr.  Day,  in  vol.  2  of  '  British  Fishes,'  in  a  footnote  on 
pago  8",  referring  to  four  years  netting  bull  trout  out  of 
the  Coquet,  givos  the  following  figures  of  annual  cap- 
tures :  20,350, 15,404, 10,087,  and  9188.  Does  not  this  prove 
from  tho  lessened  takes  annually  that  the  river  held  a 
smaller  stock  of  bull  trout  than  when  the  netting  was  first 
commenced  ? 

In  answer  to  which,  I  beg  to  say  "  Certainly  not ;  "  not 
even  if  those  nets  had  been  incessantly  at  work  during 
the  whole  of  the  four  jeirs  without  intermission.  It  is 
known  perfectly  well  in  most  seasons  the  weather  at  sea 
much  affects  the  take  in  the  river,  and  when  it  is  rough 
outside  it  is  impossible  for  the  men  to  go  out  with  their 
nets,  consequently  the  river  becomes  stocked  with  greater 
quantities  of  fish  and  of  a  larger  size,  which  would  not 
have  happened  had  the  nets  been  on ;  and  it  is  also 
impossible  for  the  netsmen  to  know  the  number  of  fish 
that  evade  the  nets  or  pass  through  them,  therefore  to  get 
at  the  estimated  produce  of  the  annual  catch  we  must  go 
as  far  as  the  Warkworth  pass,  when  we  shall  be  able  to  see 
from  this  one  point  only  (which  is  the  principal)  whether 
the  trout  were  lessened  by  the  four  years  (which,  by  the 
way,  was  six  years  at  Warkworth)  killing  down  both  by 
nets  and  by  trap. 

Dr.  Buckland  states  the  total  number  of  bull  trout 
killed  during  the  four  years  was  no  less  than  71,808, 
the  weight  being  295,0001b.,  or  over  131  tons,  at  Wark- 
worth alone,  and  although  these  bull  trout  had  been 
killed  .down  at  Warkworth  for  six  years,  the  bull  trout 
that  came  into  Warkworth  trap  in  the  following  season 
were  more  numerous  and  a  larger  size  than  ever.  The 
lessee  calculated  that  at  least  50,000  bull  trout  went  up 
the  river.  Frequently  there  have  been  three  or  four  tons 
of  fish  in  the  traps  at  one  time.  Dr.  Buckland  on 
Oct.  24  of  that  season  had  the  water  let  off  the  trap,  and 
waded  about  in  the  trap  some  inches  above  his  knees  in  a 
solid  mass  of  struggling,  living  bull  trout,  some  of  them 
of  very  1  irge  size.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  there  were  more  trout 
taken  in  the  Warkworth  traps  than  there  were  taken  by 
the  netsmen,  which  amounted  to  70,397,  those  taken  in 
the  Warkworth  traps  being  71,808,  being  1500  in  excess, 
thus  .-h  iwing  your  esteemed  correspondent,  John  J. 
Boldiug,  the  figures  of  the  netsmen  does  not  prove  from 
their  (the  netsinen's)  lessened  takes  annually  that  the 
river  held  a  smaller  stock  of  bull  trout  than  when  the 
netting  was  first  commenced. — Yours  truly, 

-  Frank  Gosden. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  that  your  northern  correspondence 
writer  thinks  that  he  is  engaged  in  some  "personal 
squibble  "  with  me.  This  is  not  the  fact,  as  anyone  who 
has  followed  the  pages  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  last 
three  months  well  knows  that  all  my  letters  have  been 
addressed  through  you,  sir,  to  the  readers  of  the  Fmhing 
Gazette,  whose  good  opinion  I  shall  always  strive  to 
retain.  When  I  enter  into  scientific  argument,  I  prefer  to 
do  so  with  men  who  do  not  take  it  as  a  personal  insult 
w^hen  others  refuse  to  accept  statements  without  proof. 
Neither  am  I  in  the  habit  of  answering  correspondents 
whose  remarks  are  not  only  full  of  personal  venom,  but  also 
incorrect. 

I  will  give  one  or  two  choice  examples  from  the  two 
columns  of  absurdities  in  the  F.  G.,  1897,  p.  32  : 

"  The  enly  F.Z.S.  I  know  is  that  of  the  Zoological 
Society  ;  but  as  that  is  a  society  of  naturalists,  it  is  clear 
Dr.  Patterson  cannot  belong  to  it." 

A  reference  to  the  secretary,  or  to  the  list  of  Fellows, 
will  show  the  falsity  of  this. 

Again : 

"  Still,  even  these  are  more  valuable  than  the  number 
of  scales  near  a  parr's  tail,  as  counted  through  a  glass 
jar."  . 

Now,  even  the  most  ignorant  must  be  aware  that 
ttudents  of  the  British  Museum  have  all  facilities  afforded 
to  them  for  the  proper  examination  of  preparations ; 
and,  moreover,  the  specimens  placed  with  you,  sir,  are 
available  for  examination  at  any  moment,  as  stated  in  my 
original  article. 

Your  readers  will  have  noticed,  perhaps,  the  following 
offensive  passage : 

"  But  it  is  when  he  gets  amongst  the  herrings  that  our 


friend,  uo  doubt  from  sheer  force  of  habit,  gets  amongst 
the  'erring  with  a  vengeance.  He  says  :  The  more  oceanic 
its  home,  the  more  rapid  and  vigorous  is  the  development 
of  the  herring  typo.    A  strange  statement,  surely ! 

Even  the  mo3t  hasty  and  superficial  of  readers  must 
have  perceived  :  firstly,  that  the  original  reference  was 
to  the  Baltic  herring;  and,  secondly,  that  the  statement 
wub  not  mine,  but  that  of  Professor  Smitt,  at  whom  this 
Scottish  pigmy  has  also  shot  his  arrows  from  out  his 
stronghold  m  the  forest  of  ignoranc  3. 

The  most  perfect  specimen  of  tho  old  adage,  lools 
rush  in  where  angels  fear  to  tread,"  is  to  be  met  with  in 
this  passage : 

"  Then  as  to  the  shads,  C.  alosa  and  finta  (notpmte,  as 
Dr.  Patterson  has  it).  He  refers  to  these  as  running  up 
the  rivers  of  North  Amsrica.  Will  it  be  believed,  neither 
C.  alosa  not  finta  U  found  in  the  States,  where  they  are 
replaced  by  C.  vernalis,  O.  aestivalis,  and  C.  mediocris." 

Can  this  sentence  possibly  be  due  to  ignorance,  or 
merely  malice  ? 

Gunthor,  a-!  far  back  as  1867,  included  C.  vernalis  under 
C.  alosa,  and  said:  "Numerous  as  the  descriptions  or 
this  fish  are,  not  one  is  exact  enough  to  show  the 
characters  by  which  it  may  be  distinguished  from  the 
European  shads."  (British  Museum  Catalogue,  Pisces, 
vol.  vi.,  p.  412.) 

Professor  Brown  Goode,  the  greatest  modern  authority 
on  American  fishes,  describes  C.  vernalis  and  C.  aestivalis 
under  the  common  names  of  Aleivives,  and  C.  mediocris 
as  the  Mattowacca.  . 

Far  from  their  replacing  the  shad,  Professor  Goode 
givos  a  long  soparate  description1  of  the  North  American 
shad,  stating  its  connection  with  the  European  species,  and 
gives  it,  no  separate  specific  name.  He  writes  as  follows : 
"  The  shad  appears  to  have  been  considered  by  early 
American  writers  on  fish  as  identical  with  the  shad  of 
England  {Clupea  finta).  The  first  to  give  it  a  distinctive 
name  was  Alexander  Wilson,  in  the  American  edition  of 
Rees'  '  Encyclopajdia.'  It  is  very  closely  allied  to  the 
European  species."  ("American  Fishes,"  1888,  Brown 
Goode,  p.  399.) 

Professor  Smitt,  in  1894,  classifies  C.  alosa,  C.  finta, 
and  the  American  shad  under  the  one  specific  name 
C.  alosa,  and  further  says  :  "  If  we  include,  as  we  have 
reason  to  do,  within  the  limits  of  this  species  the  North 
American  shad  (and  perhaps  the  ski-jack,  Clupea  chryso- 
chloris),  the  species  has  an  extreme  range  on  both|sides  of 
the  Atlantic." 

Now,  sir,  I  have  done  with  writing  in  your  columns  to 
defend  myself  from  attack,  and  by  doing  so,  to  advertise  out- 
siders. Those  of  your  readers  who  are  acquainted  with 
my  work  can  gauge  its  value ;  and  I  am  only  too  well 
aware  that  every  advance,  in  not  only  ichthyology,  but 
every  other  branch  of  science,  has  been  greeted  by  the 
ignorant,  the  envious,  and  the  self-opiniated  with  storms  of 
abuse  and  ridicule,  which  have  done  little  to  influence  the 
minds  of  thinking  men.— I  am,  yours  truly, 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  M.B.,  F.Z.S. 

11,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C.,  Jan.  11,  1897. 

[As  there  can  be  no  use  in  continuing  this  discussion, 
we  think  it  should  now  close. — Ed.] 

THE  RAINBOW  ON  THE  WARPATH. 

Sir, — As  bearing  upon  the  discussion  in  your  columns 
re  rainbow  trout,  the  following  from  th9  American  Field, 
Jau.  2,  1897,  may  prove  of  interest : 

"  In  the  great  central  tank  cf  the  New  York  Aquarium 
battles  take  place  between  fishes  almost  daily.  A  large 
rainbow  trout  is  said  to  have  been  a  constant  aggressor  in 
that  tank,  having  whipped  every  other  species,  and  finally 
the  superintendent  had  to  remove  SaVmo  irtdeus." 

This  paragraph  does  certaialy  not  confirm  the  idea  that 
the  rainbow  trout  is  strictly  peaceable  in  his  disposition, 
and  has  no  carnivorous  propensities. — Yours  truly, 

_____  Nemo. 

BANK  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  of  a  good 
place  to  fish  in  winter  from  the  bank  for  perch  or  pike, 
either  in  the  Thames  or  Lea  ? — Yours  truly,        H .  M. 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  WANTED. 
Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  oblige  the  under- 
signed by  sending  copies  of  rules  and  regulations  under 
which  tickets  are  issued  by  conservators  for  coarse  fishing, 
or  trout  fishing  where  the  holder  is  allowed  to  fish  through 
the  coarse  fish  season,  in  rivers  containing  trout  and 
coarse  fish  ? 

The  object  for  which  they  are  required  is  to  obtain 
better  conditions,  if  possible,  from  the  conservators  here 
for  coarse  fishers,  who  at  present  receive  scant  con- 
sideration, although  one  river  is  practically  confined  to 
coarse  fish.  Piscator. 

85,  Glenroy-street,  Cardiff. 

FISHING  NEAR  LEICESTER. 
Sir,— Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell  me  if 
there  is  any  good  coarse  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Hinckley,  in  Leicestershire,  as  I  am  shortly  going  there, 
and  am  a  stranger  in  the  county  ?— Yours  truly, 

_____  F.  Bradley. 

FAIRY  RINGS,  TOADS,  Ac. 
Dear  Sir,  — Nowadays  nearly  all  the  poetry  that 
surrounded  natural  appearances  upon  the  surface  of  old 
Mother  Earth  have  been  explained  away ;  in  other  words, 
attributed  to  their,  for  the  most  part,  true  causes. 
Happily,  so-called  science  can  never  rob  us  of  the  beauty- 
blossom  of  the  hawthorn,  the  pink-petalled  wild  hedge- 
rose  and  apple-bloom,  nor  the  primrose,  the  bluebell,  the 
cowslip,  the ."  forget-me-not,"  the  pretty  cornflowers,  &c. 
Are  not  fungi  the  result  of  the  "stains"  of  bird  or 
beast,  or  even  of  toads  ?  The  effort,  in  fact,  of  Dame 


Nature  to  rid  herself  thereof,  in  dry  seasons  especially,  in 
the  form  of  fungi,  edible  or  otherwise. 

I  have  certainly  failed  to  noto  the  presence  of  the 
alleged  "jewel"  in  the  head  of  any  of  my  toads. 
They  might  be  Natterjacks,  but  last  spring,  as  I  was 
sitting  out  of  doors  in  the  sunshine,  a  toad  came 
from  the  direction  of  our  covered  coalshed  and  looked 
rather  thin.  Besides,  are  "ground  toads"  smaller  than 
the  ordinary  toads  ?  A  couple  of  summers  ago  a  female 
toad,  apparently  in  an  "interesting"  condition,  settled 
herself  under  the  foliage  of  a  green  ginger  plant;  and 
smaller  Mr.  T.,  whose  coat"  was  of  a  dull,  dirty,  gold 
colour,  was  "in  waiting." 

The  glow-worm  is  a  lamp  "  unto  herself,  and  a  "  light 
to  lighten"  her  mate!  Science  cannot  rob  us  of  this 
interesting  object  of  the  woodland  and  sometimes  of  tho 
roadside  bank.  Are  the  "pixies"  in  "  Lorna  Doone  " 
really  anytliing  more  than  "fairy  baams,"  "  Will  o'  the 
Wisps,"  or  "Jack  o'  Lanterns,"  lighting  up  boggy  place3 
and  warning  the  wayfarer  of  their  treacherous  abode. 

W.  Fry. 

Ben  Johnson,   in  a   masque  entitled  "  The  Gipsies 

Metamorphosed,"  wrote : 

The  faery  beam  upon  you, 

The  stars  to  glisten  on  you,  , 

A  moon  of  Light, 

In  tho  noon  of  Night, 
Till  the  Fire-drake  hath  o'er  gono  you. 
The  Wheel  of  Fortune  guide  you, 
The  Boy  with  the  Bow  beside  you ; 

Bun  aye  in  the  way, 

Till  the  Bird  of  Day, 
And  the  luckier  lot  betide  you 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  LARGE  PIKE. 

Sir, — It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  find  in  the  Fish  ing 
Gazette  of  Jan.  9  so  full  an  answer  to  my  query  from  one 
who  has  had  no  small  share  in  swelling  the  list  he  gives. 
It  being  impossible  for  me  to  get  down  to  Kingston  to 
hear  Mr.  Jardine's  lecture  on  Practical  Pike  Fishing," 
I  will,  with  the  editor's  consent,  thank  that  gentleman  for 
his  trouble  through  the  F.  Q.  My  thanks  are  also  due  to 
the  editor  for  giving  space  to  my  letter. — Yours,  &c, 

Inverurie,  Aberdeenshire.  Inverurie. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  note  of  a  pike  I  caught  in  1892, 
which  may  be  worth  recording  in  Lord  Inverurie's  list. 

1892.— May  27,  26£lb.,  caught  trolling  in  Lough  Arrow, 
co.  Sligo,  by  Mr.  Rothwell ;  bait,  a  small  trout. 

This  fish  was  in  perfect  condition.  They  spawn  earlier 
here  than  they  do  with  you. —  'l  ours  truly, 

 —  J.  Rothwell. 

Dear  Sir, — I  inclose  the  following  in  continuation  of 
information  given  by  Mr.  A.  Jardine,  page  15,  F.  G.t 
Jan.  9, 1897.  The  fish  are  preserved,  and  are  in  the  club 
room  of  the  society. — Yours  trulv,        E.  R.  Hill 

(Treasurer  P.W.A.S.) 

1884.— Nov,  20,  28Jlb.,  caught  with  spoon  at  Sowley, 
near  Lymington,  by  ft.  Ritchie,  a  member  of  the  Ports- 
mouth Waltonian  Angling  Society. 

1884.— Nov.  20,  21  jib.,  caught  with  spoon  at  Sowley, 
near  Lymington,  by  C.  Butler,  jun.,  a  member  of  the 
Portsmouth  Waltonian  Angling  Society. 

Sir, — Replying  to  Lord  Inverurie's  request,  iu  your 
issue  of  Jan.  2,  respecting  epscimen  pike,  I  have  pleasure 
in  forwarding  the  accompanying  list  of  the  largest  pike 
caught  by  members  of  my  society  since  its  formation  iu 

1883: 

1888. — Nov.  14,  221b.,  caught  spinning  gudgeon  in  the 
Haywood  Wide  Water,  near  Stafford,  by  Mr.  Henry  Evans. 

1890.  — Feb.  1,  20Jlb.,  caught  with  snap  taokle  in  the 
Haywood  Wide  Water  by  Mr.  B.  Preeoe. 

1891.  — Dec.  17,  19Jlb.,  with  snap  tackle,  in  the  Hay- 
wood Wide  Water,  by  Mr.  Win.  Osborne. 

1892.  — Dec.  1,  22Jlb.,  with  snap  tackle,  in  the  Haywood 
Wide  Water,  by  Mr.  Wm.  Osborne. 

1893.  — Nov.  13,  21|lb.,  with  snap,  in  the  Haywood 
Wide  Water,  by  Mr.  J.  Evans. 

These  fish  have  been  set  up,  and  may  be  seen  at  tho 
society's  _  club-room,  Roebuck  Hotel,  Stoke-on-Trent. — 
Yours  faithfully,  _____        .1.  Hollins,  Sec. 

Sir, — There  is  a  very  large  specimen  preserved  in  tho 
reading-room  at  Woodbridge,  Suffolk.  I  believe  it  was 
captured  in  a  mere  near  that  place,  but  am  unable  to  give 
any  particulars.  Perhaps  some  of  your  readers  can.  Tho 
weight  must,  1  think,  have  been  over  301b. — Yours 
faithfully,  ,  J.  B. 

Sir, — Allow  me  to  record  the  following :  Two  jack  (one 
281b.,  one  351b.),  1893,  caught  in  Mullaghmore  Lake, 
Monoghan,  Ireland,  by  A.  E.  Conw  ay 

(Chairman,  Dulwich  Waltonians). 

FISHING  NEAR  BEDFORD. 

Sir, — I  notice  "  Senex  "  is  asking  for  particulars  of 
fishing  at  or  near  Bedford.  I  beg  to  say,  if  he  cares  to 
correspond  direct  with  me,  I  will  give  him  all  the  informa- 
tion in  my  power.  I  am  an  ardent  fisherman,  and  a 
Bedfordshire  man  ;  have  fished  the  Ivel  continually  for 
last  five  years. — Yours  faithfully,  J.  Inns. 

Biggleswade,  Beds. 


All  is  not  Gold  that  Glitters  may  be  said  about  many 
brilliant  prospectuses  that  are  frequently  issued  to  financiers ; 
they 'often  herald  the  formation  of  companies  which  go  up  like  the 
proverbial  rocket  and  come  down  like  a  stick.  Holloway's  Pills 
and  Ointment,  unlike  such  shaky  vonturos,  aro  the  soundest 
investments  in  which  people  suffering  from  diseaso  can  intrust 
their  money.  They  have  tho  reputation  Of -Over  half  a  century, 
and  ovrry  day  I  dry  return  substantial  'll\l#ends  in  tho  form  of 
good  health.  No  disease  has  yot  disputed  their  Influence  when  a 
fair  trial  has  been  given.  They  euro  dysentery,  diarrlma, 
weakness,  and  liver  and  kidney  diseases,  whilst  for  skin  diseases 
they  have  no  equal.    Sold  by  all  chemists,  Ac. 
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WITH  WHICH  16  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  23rd,  1897. 
HAVE  FISH  A  MEMORY? 


.    A  REQUEST  FOR  INFORMATION. 

"Profissor  Dr.  L.  Edinger,  of  20,  Gart- 
nerweg,  Frankfort  a/Main,  Germany,  being 
engaged  on  some  scientific  work,  is  desirous  of 
collecting  data  referring  to  certain  phases  in  nsh 
life 

"  He  would  feel  under  great  obligation  to  the 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  if  he  could  see  his 
way  to  insert  the  inclosed  communication  in  his 

Professor  Edinger  hopes  that  by  means  of 
publicity  he  may  collect  facts  from  private 
observation  of  anglers  and  others  which  will  be 
useful  to  him  in  his  work." 

"  There  is  a  general  opinion  that  fish  have  some 
sort  of  memory,  that  they  can  recognise  people, 
know  how  to  find  or  to  avoid  places  where  they 
have  made  formerly  some  experience,  that  nsh 
which  have  once  escaped  the  rod  know  the  bait, 
&c.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  all  experience  of 
this  kind  should  be  collected  in  the  interest  of 
comparative  psychology.  The  reason  is  that  till 
now  we  believed  the  function  of  memory  to 
depend  on  the  action  of  the  brain-cortex  All 
•  experience  in  man  and  in  the  higher  animals  has 
led  to  that  conclusion. 


"  During  the  last  years  it  has  been  proved  that 
fish  have  no  brain-cortex  at  all.  They  are  the 
only  existing  vertebrates  without  a  brain-cortex. 

"  Now,  if  we  could  prove  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt  that  fish  really  have  a  memory,  that  they 
gain  experience,  and  can  make  use  of  it,  then  we 
should  have  to  give  up  the  till  now  general 
opinion  that  memory  has  its  seat  in  the  brain- 
cortex. 

"  Therefore  it  is  extremely  important  to  have  an 
entirely  new  collection  of  experiences.  The  under- 
signed begs  all  who  have  any  experience  of  fish 
life,  and  especially  anglers  and  naturalists,  to 
kindly  let  him  know  of  any  observations  they 
may  have  made.  He  requests  them  particularly, 
to  take  nothing  as  a  well  known  fact. 

"The  smallest  observation  may  prove  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

"Prof.  Dr.  Ludwig  Edinger. 
"  Frankfort  a/Main,  20  Gartnerweg." 
We  are  glad  to  insert  Professor  Edinger's 
communication  :  Cortex  in  anatomy  and  zoology 
means  the  outer  or  investing  layer  of  an  organ  or 
of  various  animals,  as  the  cortex  of  the  brain,  the 
cortex  of  a  sponge.  Gray's  Anatomy  says  ;  "  The 
cortical  substance  of  the  brain  is  found  sub- 
divided into  four  layers." 

We  think  the  theory  that  memory  resides  in  the 
brain-cortex  will  have  a  bad  time  of  it  if  the 
proof  of  it  depends  on  the  want  of  memory  or 
reflecting  brain  power  in  fish  !  Where  would  the 
skill  of  the  angler  come  in  if  fish  did  not  remember 
and  discriminate  between  the  lures  of  the  angler 
and  their  natural  food  (such  as  between  artificial 
and  natural  flies),  or  even  their  natural  food 
when  presented  attached  to  even  the  finest  of 
lines  ?  « 

It  is  a  "well  known  fact,"  within  the  experience  ot 
all  trout  anglers,  that  a  trout  having  selected  some 
spot  in  a  river  where  he  is  comfortable  and  feels 
secure— such  as  a  deepish  hole  under  the  roots  of 
a  tree  or  near  a  submerged  stump— will  drive 
away  any  other  trout  less  strong  than  himself— 
he  has  found  b  y  experience  that  he  must  have  a 
safe  retreat.  From  this  den  he  goes  forth  to  feed, 
roaming  far  up  and  down  his  part  of  the  river. 
We  have  repeatedly  hooked  a  good  trout  twenty 
or  thirty  yards  up  stream  above  where  we  knew 
his  "  holt "  or  hiding  place  was,  and  the  fish  has 
instantly  rushed  down  a  long,  crooked,  shallow 
channel  between  weeds,  and— unless  we  have  been 
able  to  stop  him  in  time— has  broken  the  line 
among  the  roots  and  stumps  of  his  holt. 

Now  it  is  most  probable  that  if  such  a  fish  lias 
succeeded  in  escaping  once,  it  will  be  some  time 
before  he  ventures  to  feed  in  the  same  place  again, 
and  when  he  does  it  will  be  with  the  utmost 
caution.  Instead  of  calmly  taking  the  bait  as  on 
the  day  you  hooked  and  lost  him,  he  comes 
towards  it,  looks,  and  refuses ;  you  throw  your  fly 
over  him  again,  and  then,  often  without  more 
ado,  the  fish  turns  tail  and  bolts.  He  has  seen 
nothing  but  a  foot  of  gut  and  your  fly-but  he 
remembers  the  narrow  escape. 

Here  we  have  proof  that  the  fash  remembers  its 
own  particular  retreat ;  knows  where  to  go  to  teed 
on  a  particular  food,  such  as  gamman,  in  the 
weeds  on  a  shallow  twenty  or  forty  yards  away; 
remembers  the  way  back  to  its  home  through  a 
long  and  tortuous  lane,  or  way,  although  it  has  a 
hook  in  its  mouth  and  an  angler  trying  all  he 
knows  to  stop  the  fish,  or  flurry  it  out  of  what  he 
knows  is  its  fixed  determination  to  get  back  to  its 
okce  of  safety,  and  break  the  line  among  the 
roots.  And  then,  even  a  day  or  two  after,  the 
mere  sifrht  of  the  artificial  bait,  or  even  a  natural 
bait  wuli  line  attached,  so  scares  it  that  it  rushes 

^T^facUs,  that  in  a  well  fished  stream  the  fish 
are  continually  on  guard.  Thousands  of  trout 
anglers  know  what  "putting  a  hsh  down  means 
ir  it  is  a  common  experience.  It  means  thai 
iou  see  a  trout  feeding  on  the  natural  lies 
S  ch  are  hatching  out  in  the  water  and  floating 
down  on  the  BnrfaoV  The  angler  places .an  exact 
Station  of  the  fly  on  the  water,  so  hat. tin, te 
over  the  fish  as  the  natural  fly  do™.  Hie  hsh, 
although  he  cannot  possibly  have  seen  the  angler. 
« ■  vnrl  or  anvthing  but  just  the  fly  and  the  fine 
rSS^S  often  enough,  if  it  is  a  good 
fish,  aTg  wave  denotes  his  rapid  retreat  to  his 
bolt  -l  Ion"  way  down  stream. 

We  know  from  personal  experience  t hat  eve,. 

'roach  become  so  educated  by  expene        lhal  "' 

even  hunger  -  au  blind  them  to  tt.e  danger  in  that 


harmless  bait  hanging  so  temptingly  before 
dozens  of  them.  As  for  carp,  their  cunning  is 
proverbial.  Walton  refers  to  its  being  called  the 
water  fcx. 

We  advise  Professor  Dr.  Edinger  to  read 
Oppian's  Hdtieutica — under  the  charming  cortex 
of  fable  he  will  find  a  basis  of  facts  confirmed  by 
the  every  day  experience  of  anglers  and  fisher- 
men. 


EVERY  MAN  HIS  OWN  TROUT 
BREEDER. 


The  other  day  we  received  for  notice  in  the 
Fixhinq  Gazette  a  small  tin  hatching  tank  and  500 
eyed  trout  eggs  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Armistead,  of  the 
Solway  Fisheries,  Dumfries.  We  took  them 
home,  put  the  eggs  into  the  tank  in  a  fern- house 
under  a  tap,  and  have  kept  the  slightest  trickle  of 
water  falling  into  the  tank. 

The  eggs  are  all  quite  healthy,  and  the  fry  will 
hatch  out  in  a  few  days  probably. 

Anyone  who  has  command  of  a  constant  trickle 
of  water  can  hatch  trout  eggs  in  this  way,  and 
turn  the  fiy  into  the  nearest  trout  stream  if  he 
likes. 

We  asked  Mr.  Armistead  what  he  charged  for 
this  novel  item,  and  he  replied  as  follows  : 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir— Our  charges  for  the  tanks  and  ova 
are  as  follows  :  , 

A  tank  and  1000  eggs  and  instructions  are 
charged  lis.  6d, ;  a  tank  and  500  eggs,  &0.,  7s.  Hd.. 
also  with  instructions  for  hatching. 

It  is  intended  to  give  those  who  have  no 
available  opportunity  of  hatching  a  large  number 
of  ova  a  chance  of  trying  the  interesting  experi- 
ment on  a  small  scale,  which  anyone  can  do  who 
has  a  mere  trickle  of  water  and  a  pond  or  small 
brook  to  put  the  alevins  into.— I  am,  dear  sir, 
yours  faithfully 

(Pro  J.  J.  Armistead), 
J  Findlay  Richardson,  Manager. 


A  TALE  OF  THE  CUBAN 
REBELLION. 

Mr  David  Nutt  has  just  published  a  new 
book  by  Dr.  Emerson,  entitled  "  Caoba  the 
Guerilla  Chief :  A  Real  Romance  of  the  Cuban 
Rebellion."  It  is  a  powerful  picture  of  life  in 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  beautiful  islands  in 
the  world,  which  has  been  converted  into  a 
veritable  hell  upon  earth.  The  scenes  narrated 
are  founded  on  fact,  and  the  account  of  Cuban 
country  life  is  written  from  the  authors  personal 
experience  after  some  years'  residence  in  the 

1SllSdhis  introductory  note  the  author  says:  "It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  some  civilised  nation  will  step 
in  and  put  an  end  to  the  atrocities  ak.ng  pla-  o 
in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  deeds  that  disgrace  the 
owSation  of  to-day,  and  the  I  n.ted  State*  of 
America  is  the  country  to  interfere  and  annex  the 
island,"  ______________ 

AN  EARLY  LAY  FROM  LOCH  'PAY. 

The  Lord  Provost  of  Clasgow  and  two  other 
civic  dignitaries  of  the  chief  commercial  cent  re  in 
Scotland  have  been  spending  a  winter  week-end 
hi  a  very  sensible  fashU-angling  for  sa  ...on  ... 
LoaKt*  while  the  cares  of  the  city  have  in 
their  absence,  pressed  heavily  upon  the  shoulders 
S^fiTchish'olm,  the  worthy  senior  n.ag.stni to. 

;u":;:.;;;"iy.  m  i,aH  1...^  „  ......  «o  s.„ko 

(|lo  lyre  to  the  following  effect  : 

i::;^:^r^:r(t:J;:i:I::^-...  

;       ti,,,  ,wMi.i„»iti.    t.nwr  ■  »»"•  l"-'k' 
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THE  EARLY  SWUNG  ANGLER. 

"  'Tis  not  in  mortals  to  command  success," 
said  the  prince  of  bards.  He  might  have  added, 
"  nor  the  weather  either,"  had  he  been  an  angler, 
and  bent  on  an  excursion  into  the  far  north 
to  be  in  at  the  opening  of  the  spring  salmon 
fishing. 

The  early  spring  angler  has  many  difficulties  to 
reckon  with,  but  the  chief  among  the  many  un- 
certainties is  the  weather  he  will  likely  meet  with 
in  the  early  days  of  the  season,  and  while  the 
winter  is  still  with  us. 

He  may  think  himself  fairly  lucky  if  he  he  not 
snowed  up  for  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  on  end. 
He  may  also  thank  his  stars  if  he  be  not  flooded 
out  several  times  during  the  first  month  of  his 
spring  lease,  and  in  clover  if  every  second  fish  is 
not  "  kelt,"  after  the  manner  born.  Should  the 
season  be  all  the  later,  he  may  have  to  wait  the 
coming  of  the  first  head  of  the  spring  migration ; 
and  should  it  have  been  all  the  earlier,  he  may 
arrive  in  time  to  find  that  the  hulk  of  the  fish 
have  gone  past  for  the  nonce,  and  that  the  river 
has  gone  down,  to  rise  again  with  the  first  spate, 
which(>  like  royal  Charlie,  may  he  "  lang,  fang, 
lang  o'  comin' ;  "  but  for  all  that,  welcome  when 
it  comes. 

Yet  the  difficulties  of  the  early  spring  angler  do 
not  deter  him.     His  ranks  are  ever  on  the 
increase.    It  may  snow,  rain,  hail,  freeze,  flood, 
and  present  all  the   other  thousand  and  one 
vagaries  of  an  inhospitable  climate,  as  it  only  too 
often  does;  and  yet  on  the  opening  day  on  the 
Tay,  Dee,  or  Spey.  to    say  nothing  of  the 
farther  north  streams,  such  as  the  Helmsdale, 
Brora,  and  Thurso,  the  early  spring  angler  will 
l>e  found  in  full  force,  ready  to  face  anything  in 
return  for  a  tussle  with  the  lithe  Salar  of  the 
early  spring.    The  summer  fish  may  be  reckoned 
on  for  good  sport  with  fine  light  fishing  and 
shallow  wading,  if  there  be  plenty  of  moisture. 
The  autumn  run  are  a  certainty  when  the  nets  are 
off,  but  they  have  not  the  mettle  of  the  early 
spring  fish,  nor  is  there  the  same  enthusiasm, 
simply  because  there  is  not  the  same  mountain  of 
difficulties  to  surmount.    The  first  blood  of  the 
season  is  something  to  be  proud  of,  and  something 
worth  battling  for.    As  it  is  the  rough  Atlantic 
waves  which  make  the  hardy  sailor,  and  the 
storms  of  life  which  make  the  man,  so  it  is 
with  the  early  spring  angler  if  he  would  learn  to 
kill  salmon  under  difficulties  unheard  of  at  other 
seasons  of  the  year.  In  fact,  before  one  can  claim 
one  s  place  as  an  all-round  salmon  angler,  one 
must  have  mixed  considerably  the  bitters  with  the 
sweets  of  the  inevitable  experiences  of  the  early 
spring  angler.     'Tis  very  pleasant  to  kill  fish 
under  favourable  climatic  conditions.    A  fleecy 
sky,  with  just  as  much  blue  in  it  as  will  lend  a, 
fane  reflection  to  the  rippling  water,  fanned  by  a 
south-west  or  other  favourable  breeze ;  a  fine  tint 
on  the  nver,  neither  too  bright  nor  yet  what  may 
be  termed  foul;  the  temperature,  both  above  and 
below,  i.e.,  m  the  water  and  out  of  it,  just  such  as 
one  can  comfortably -work  in  without  being  frost- 
bitten on  the  one  hand  or  enervated  by  too  much 
perspiration  on  the  other;  and  fish  plentiful  and 
in  a  rising  humour.    All  these  are  very  nice  con- 
ditions, and  a  combination  devoutly  to  be  wished 
tor ;  but  the  early  spring  angler  need  not  expect 
to  nnd  many  such  days  as  this,  during  the  early 
weeks  of  his  advent  at  least.    Some  of  them  may 
be  present  m  a  greater  or  lesser  degree  almost 
every  day  but  he  must  be  prepared  to  do  battle 
royal  with  the  king  of  fish  under  conditions 
quite  the  reverse  if  he  would  taste  the  joys  of  the 
ear  y  spring  angler  to  the  full,  and  be  worthy  of 
an ^honoured  place  in  their  ranks. 

There  is  nothing  more  disheartening  to  the 
early  spring  angler  than  to  find  himself  snowed 
up  in  some  wayside  inn  or  highland  clachan  at 
the  very  outset  of  his  angling  trip.  Here  is 
isolation  m  the  extreme.  Even  with  a  boon  com- 
panion it  is  tedious  enough,  but  when  one  is  by 
one  s  self,  as  many  anglers  prefer  to  be,  it  is  a 
trial  of  patience  that  Job  himself  might  be 
fc3  f?r  poking  against.  The  storm  has 
?mbre™"(1  fT  sre  da^  bufc  not  such  as 
mLT"?'  ithe  l0Cal  ^ide-  Philosopher,  and 
5S'  ♦  deeper  or  other  functionary  about 
the  place,  to  wire  the  expected  guest  of  impending 
danger,  and  so  the  first  day's  outing  is  spenthf 
drifting  showers  of  snow,  chilled  finders,  freezing 
hues,  and  the  small  comfort  that  thfs  is  only  the 


beginning  and  not  the  end  of  a  February  or  a 
March  gale  and  snowstorm. 

It  may  last  a  few  days,  and  it  may  be  prolonged 
for  as  many  weeks.    None  can  tell ;  and  if  it 
were  not  for  that  hope  which  springs  eternal  in 
the  human  breast,  and  in  the  breast  of  the  early 
spring  angler  in  particular,  which  makes  gods  of 
kings  and  princes  of  meaner  men,  there  would  be 
an  end  to  the  whole  matter,  a  re-packing  of  rods, 
and  a  sudden  departure  for  fields  more  congenial 
and  pastures  new;  but  there  are  fish  about,  and 
a  snow  shower  after  all — just  when  it  is  coming 
on,  or  just  when  it  is  going  off— is  a  very 
fatal    time    for    a    rug    from    Salmo  salar. 
With  a  3in.  Gordon,  an  Eagle,  or  a  White 
Wing,  a  couple    of   eight  or  ten  pounders, 
with  probably  a  fight  in  the  interval,  with  twice 
as  many  kelts,  is  not  a  bad  record  for  the  short 
winter's  day,  and  worth  the  staying  for.  Some- 
times a  third  and  a  fourth  fish  may  grace  the 
day's  proceedings,  then  the  cup  of  happiness  flows 
over,  as  it  were,  and  the  storm  is  welcomed  as 
bringing  luck.    Should  the  water  get  choked  up 
with  ice  floes  there  are  always  a  few  hours  at  noon 
when  a  cast  may  be  had  with  a  Phantom  or  a 
Devon,  and  working  in  between  the  cakes  of  ice 
with  a  well  loaded  cast  line,  a  fresh  run  beauty  of 
161b.  or  so  rewards  the  hero  who  dares  to  face 
such  trying  odds.    With  plenty  of  warm  woollens 
for  the  outside,  and  comfortable  rooms  with  a 
roaring  fire,  and  substantial,  if  plain,  fare,  when 
once  inside,  the  spring  angler  is  then  to  be  envied, 
and  not  commisserated  with,  for  he  inhales  new 
life  into  his  blood,  and  sleeps  the  s'e^p  of 
the  profoundest  rest,  which   has  been  absent 
from  his  weary  brain  since  he  was  last  among 
the  hills.  5 
When  the  fresh  comes  the  spring  angler  has 
another  spell  of  waiting  till  the  river  clears.  But 
then  there  are  always  some  bits  of  banks  from 
which  he  may  work  a  Devon,  a  spoon,  or  a  small 
gudgeon,  and  in  such  a  water  there  is  no  telling 
where  the  fish  may  be.    If  it  be  not  what  is 
commonly  called  a  "rotten  fresh,"  the  spate  is 
soon  over,  and  with  it  the  bulk  of  the  snow  broth 
than  which  there  is  no  kind  of  water  so  disgusting 
to  the  early  spring  angler ;  and  with  the  lengthen* 
ing  day  and  the  rising  temperature  he  hails  with 
delight  the  sight  of  the  green  turf  once  more  and 
the  disappearance  of  the  last  patches  of  snow  from 
the  sides  of  the  near  hills.    It  may  be  a  day  or 
two  before  the  fish  begin  to  rise  freely,  but  then 
there  is  the  present  delight  that  the  prospects  of 
sport  are  hourly  on  the  increase.    The  extra 
large  flies  are  discarded,  at  least  during  the  day 
and  deeper  wading  indulged  in,  while  the  various' 
pools  and  casts  are  now  well  defined,  and  not  a 
moment  lost  nor  an  inch  of  ground  missed  in 
searching  for  salar;  and  poor,  poor  is  the  sport 
indeed,  which  does  not  provide  at  least  one  or 
more  battles  royal  for  every  day  then  spent  by  the 
early  spring  angler  on  an  average  stretch  of 
salmon  water. 

t  T1he LPresent  season  opened  well  on  the  Tay  and 
Loch  Tay  last  week.    On  the  loch  the  weather 
was  delightful,  but  a  slight  prevailing  frost  and 
a  dead  calm  were  enemies  to  the  best  being  made 
ot  the  circumstances.    The  loch  needs  a  good 
ripple  to  fish  well,  but  on  the  whole  the  results 
were  not  disheartening :  Mr.  Knight  had  a  fine 
^^o,,0*  171b"  Mr-   Maisey,  two,  of  121b 
and  181b  ;    Dr.  Todd,  two,  261b.   and  201b  • 
■Provost  Richmond,  Glasgow,  one  of  241b  and 
so  on;  while  on  the  Tay  itself,  Mr.  White 
was  in  the  running  with  a  "  first  blood  "  of  181b 
following  it  up  with  another  of  161b.;  while 
Messrs.  Stewart  and  Menzies  had  three,  of  201b 
201b.,  and  181b. ;  Sir  Robert  Menzies  had  one  of 
of  aVlK    ^  Stewarts  keepers,  a  magnificent  fish 
of  271b.;  Mr  D.  McPherson,  one  of  131b. ;  and 

Jne  oi nVAb  3ngler  °f  the  Season)> 

Among  the  other  anglers  in  at  the  first  blush  of 
the  Scotch  salmon  season  on  the  Tay,  were  :  Mr 
Turner,  one  of  171b,  Mr.  Mclver,  one  of  IfJb,' 
Oaptain  Stephenson,  two,  231b.  and  171b  •  Mr 

otL«  ^VT^8'  ai°Dg  Wifch  tbe  boatmen  at 
others  had  two  and  three  fish  apiece.  The 
remarks  accompanying  some  of  the  reports  are 
very  encouraging,  and  promise  well  for  a  good 
spring,  such  as  that  from  Murthly  district  which 

fiT  "o/'th11/^11^  C^i0n  teeming  will, 
fash  Of  the  other  Highland  streams  open  to  the 
early  spring  angler  not  much  can  be  said,  and  as 


to  the  bulk  of  the  Scottish  waters,  which  open  on 
the  11th  prox.,  it  can  only  be  hoped  that  now  that 
the  Tay  has  shown  up  so  well,  they  may  not  be 
far  behind  when  their  turn  comes  round. 

G.  M. 


A  LESSON  IN  DRY  FLY  FISHING. 


It  was  many  years  ago,  and  the  thatch  was 
thick  where  now  appears  a  horrible  white  billiard 
ball— that  is  what  my  youngsters  call  my  bald 
patch — and  catching  pollack  on  Deal  pier  had 
attractions  for  me  then,  that  rheumatism,  and 
other  nice  things  that  have  accompanied  the 
billiard  ball,  have  long  since  dispelled.  Now  I 
look  on,  snugly  sheltered  from  the  cutting  winds 
that  whistle  through  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
draughtiest  place  on  earth— I  mean  sea,  and 
watch  the  young  generation,  the  spat,  in  fact 
enter  at  the  game. 

One  fine  day  in  that  "  long  ago  "  I  was  engaged 
in  the  noble  sport,  and  had  already  proudly 
dragged  from  their  happy  homes  beneath  the 
piles  two  4oz.  pollack  and  an  emaciated  but  con- 
fiding pouting  approaching  the  same  weight,  and 
was  mentally  preparing  a  paragraph  to  send  to 
a  little  fishing  paper  I  subscribe  to,  announcing 
that  "pollack  fishing  at  Deal  is  now  in  full 
swing,  a  well  known  angler  having  taken  two 
grand  specimens  the  other  day,"  &c— you  all 
know  the  proper  kind  of  thing— when  I  was 
aware  of  a  dapper  little  gentleman  standing 
beside  me,  and  regarding  me  with  interested  eyes. 

Just  to  encourage  him,  I  smiled  my  well  known 
smile  at  him,  and  its  effect  was  instantaneous,  for 
he  immediately  said :  "  Do  you  ever  fish  for  trout, 
sir  F  Because  if  you  would  care  for  it,  I  can  give 
you  a  day  on  a  river  not  a  hundred  miles  from 
here.  It  is  subscription  water,  and  if  after  you 
have  tried  it  you  like  to  become  a  member,  there 
is  a  rod  vacant,  and  it  is  not  too  late  to  enjoy 
some  good  sport  yet  before  the  end  of  the 
season." 

Trout !  ye  gods.    I  fairly  jumped  at  that  dapper 
little  man,  like  the  fish  itself  sometimes  does  at 
the  March  Tail,  I  mean  Pheasant  Brown.    Oh  !  I 
don't  know  what  I  mean.    Bother  those  good  men 
who  write  to  my  little  paper,  and  muddle  me  up  and 
destroy  all  my  old  beliefs.    Trout !  I  should  think 
so,  indeed.    Did  I  not  sometimes  go  to  the  bonnie 
north,  and  in  the  intervals  of  grouse  slaying, 
when  my  feet  were  weary  with  days  of  tramping 
on  the  moor,  betake  myself  to  the  cooling  river, 
and  bare  legged,  wading  knee  deep,  fill  my  creel 
with  the  vigorous  little  fish  of  Clyde,  where  it  runs 
bright  and  unpolluted  fresh  from  its  mountain 
source.    Rather!    And  knew  all  about  it,  too. 
And  so  I  gave  that  dapper  little  man  to  under- 
stand, not  bumptiously,  I  hope,  for  I  am  nothing 
if  not  modest,  especially  where  my  reputation  as 
a  fisherman  is  concerned ;  but  with  that  mixture 
of  dignity  and  condescension  that  has  descended 
to  me  with  the  blood  of  many  generations  of  an 
old,  nay,  I  might  say,  almost  royal  house.  In 
case  I  am  misunderstood,  I  may  mention  that  I 
am  alluding  to  our  old  established  pork  butcher's 
business,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  and  to  the 
fact  that  we  once  supplied  a  chop  to  Buckingham 
Palace,  not  claiming  any  connection  with  the 
bloated  aristocracy.    Yes;  I  let  him  know  the 
sort  of  man  I  was  at  trout,  but  he  did  not  seem 
much  impressed,  and  only  remarked  quietly,  as  he 
gently  rubbed  his  arm  where  I  had  clutched  him  , 
with  fishy  fingers  in  my  eagerness  :  '  Of  course, 
of  course,  but  this  river  is  not  like  a  Scotch  river 
We  use  dry  fly,  not  wet.    The  stream  is  not  quick 
enough  for  that  kind  of  fishing,  and  though  there 
are  plenty  of  fish,  they  require  some  catching." 
t  1.  5  you  tllink  he  daunted  me  P   Not  a  bit  of  it 
I  had  read  heaps  about  dry  flyfishing  in  that  little 
green  paper  I  mentioned,  and  felt  fully  competent 
in  consequence  to  clear  his  river,  if  I  had  time 
enough     So  I  just  let  him  know  again  that  I  was 
a    well  known  member  of  the  angling  fraternity  " 
—by  Jove !  that's  the  thing  for  my  paragraph, 
better  than  the  other— and  accepted  his  offer. 

"Here  is  my  card,  ' he  said,  "take  it  with  you 
when  you  come,  and  show  it  to  the  keeper,  but 
call  on  me  first,  and  if  I  am  at  home  I  shall  be 
delighted  to  go  with  you  down  to  the  river  and 
show  you  the  boundaries  of  our  water,  &o.  Good 
morning, '  and  away  trotted  my  new  friend. 

"Good  afternoon,"  I  shouted  after  him— I  do 
so  hate  inaccuracies,  I  am  always  accurate  myself 
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in  matters  of  importance ;  and  it  was  long  past 
noon — but  I  am  afraid  he  did  not  see  the  point  of 
the  emphasis  I  laid  on  the  noon,  and  soon  after 
I  was  also  on  my  way  homewards,  full  of  im- 
patience to  begin  my  battle  with  the  Kentish 
monsters  of  the  dapper  one's  river. 

Behold  me  then,  some  days  later,  hammering  at 

Mr.  's  door  impatient  for  the  fray.    But  Mr. 

 was  in  London,  so  said  the  young  man  who 

responded  to  my  rapping.  "  But,"  he  added,  "  you 
have  only  to  go  through  the  town,  and  when  you 
cross  the  river  turn  to  your  left,  and  you  will  come 
upon  the  upper  bit  of  water ;  when  you  have  fished 
that,  get  back  to  the  bridge  again,  and  turn  to 
your  right  this  time,  and  you  will  soon  find  the 
other  fishing,  and  probably  the  keeper  as  well,  he 
generally  hangs  round  there."  And  thus 
instructed  I  am  once  more  under-weigh. 

Going  through  the  town  a  tackle  shop  catches 
my  eye,  and  the  thought  suddenly  flashes  through 
my  brain  that  I  am  a  duffer  of  the  first  water. 
For  is  not  a  dry  fly  a  specially  designed  monster, 
the  like  of  which  my  book  held  not  ?  A  pretty 
figure  I  should  cut  coming  down  to  fish  a  dry  fly 
river  without  the  needful  bugs.  So  I  enter  that 
tackle  shop  post  haste,  and  soon  emerge  again, 
the  proud  possessor  of  sundry  fearsome  things  of 
the  fly  persuasion,  with  golden  tummies  and  grey 
wings  cocked  knowingly  forward  over  their  heads, 
giving  them  a  rakish,  not  to  say  dissipated,  look 
that  is  quite  painful  to  one  accustomed  to  a 
respectable  wet  fly.  But  the  shopman  assures  me 
they  are  the  correct  things,  so,  with  a  lightened 
heart,  and,  I  may  add,  purse  also,  I  resume  my 
way,  and  in  due  time  reach  the  first  bit  of  water, 
that  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  road,  and  begin 
my  first  attempt  at  dry  fly  fishing  on  what  is 
undoubtedly  a  river,  but,  to  my  northern  eyes, 
more  like  a  canal  than  anything  else. 

I  need  hardly  say,  I  suppose,  that  I  am  not 
successful  in  my  efforts.  It  requires  all  my  faith 
in  that  dapper  little  man's  veracity  to  believe  that 
any  well  conducted  trout  would  abide,  much  less 
rise,  in  such  flabby,  if  I  may  use  the  word,  water. 

And  then  the  behaviour  of  that  golden  tummied 
fly! 

Now,  my  paper  has  taught  me  that  a  dry  fly 
should  cock  properly,  which  I  take  it  to  mean 
should  sit  the  water  in  a  life-like  and  animated 
manner,  and  float  down  stream  with  its  wings 
jauntily  stuck  up  as  if  it  were  on  pleasure  bent, 
and  not  like  a  half-drowned  corpse  like  its  wet 
brother.  Yet  here  was  this  expensive  purchase  of 
mine  persisting  in  alighting  and  voyaging  like 
Old  John  Brown,  upside  down, 
With  his  legs  sticking  up  in  the  air, 

as  the  poet  hath  it. 

Once,  and  once  only,  did  the  creature  come  right 
side  up  and  float  properly,  but  three  seconds  saw 
the  end  of  my  triumph,  and  it  then  resumed  its 
wonted  wet  demeanour. 

"Clearly  there  is  more  to  be  learned  at  this 
sort  of  fishing  than  can  be  gathered  from  angling 
literature,"  think  I.  "I  had  better  find  the 
keeper  who  haunts  the  other  water,  perhaps  his 
advice  may  benefit  me."  And  so  I  get  back  to 
the  road,  depressed  but  not  defeated. 

I  wonder  how  I  get  to  this  other  water  ?  Happy 
thought,  ask.  Here  is  a  likely  looking  chap 
And  so  I  ask,  and  get  so  many  directions  that  J 
forget  them  all  but  one,  and  that  is,  "turn 
into  a  gate  on  my  right."  So  I  wander  up 
here  and  down  there,  till  at  last  I  spot  a  gate. 

Oh,  joy!  ,  ... 

True,  the  gate  is  on  my  left,  and  not  my  right ; 
but  by  this  time  I  am  getting  a  bit  callous  to  such 
minor  details.  So  I  turn  into  it,  fuU  of  hope, 
and  proceed  to  cross  a  nice  level  piece  of  earth  in 
search  of  the  much  to  be  condemned  river.  Alas, 
unexpectedly  and  suddenly,  I  am  assailed  by  a 
most  furious  person  of  the  agricultural  class,  in 
conjunction  with  a  dog  of  horrid  aspect,,  who 
addresses  me— the  agricultural  gentleman  I  mean, 
not  the  dog ;  he  contented  himself  with  smfting 
my  legs  in  an  alarming  manner— in  the  following 
choice  terms :  "  What  d'ye  mean  gittin  over  my 
seeds  ?  River?  No,  I  don't  know  no  nver,  and 
don't  want  to ;  git  out  o'  here,  I  tell  ye,  or  1 11 
river  you  with  my  dawg,  pretty  smart  J 

So  I  "  git,"  feeling  quite  overwhelmed  with  my 

reception.  .  1.1.x 

Once  back  in  the  road  I  take  some  slight  tonic 
I  carry-  about  with  me  in  my  pocket  flask,  and 
after-  a  liberal  dose  feel  myself  a  man  again,  nay, 
almost  like  two  men,  and  experience  desires  to 


return  and  talk  to  that  person,  but  am  deterred 
by  a  timely  recollection  of  the  hungry  look  on  the 
dog's  features  ;  and  so  I  once  more  go  in  search 
of  a  likely,  and,  I  trust,  dogless,  gate  wherein  to 
turn  in  peace. 

I  cannot  tell  you  the  exact  number  of  gates 
I  did  turn  into  in  the  course  of  my  wanderings. 
As  I  said  before,  I  am  an  accurate  person,  and  I 
do  not  know  how  many  gates  there  are  round 
Caut —  (by  Jove,  I  nearly  wrote  the  name  that  wild 
horses  shall  not  drag  from  me),  but  I  turned  into 
them  all— and  out  again,  too,  pretty  quickly 
generally,  for  they  are  very  conservative  people 
about  there,  and  I  was  getting  rather  sick  of  the 
whole  thing,  when  across  a  large  field  I  caught 
the  gleam  of  water ! 

Do  you  think  I  waited  for  a  gate  ?  I  just  gave 
one  yell  and  two  bounds,  and  crashed  through  the 
hedge  into  the  arms  of  a  man  with  a  stick. 

"  Hullo,  sir,''  he  said,  then,  as  his  eye  fell  on  my 
rod  case  and  basket,  "  Oh,  I  see ;  but  this  aint  the 
town  fishin,  this  is  private  water,  association  water 
sir." 

"  Who  said  it  wasn't,"  I  returned  quickly,  with 
that  brilliance  of    repartee    for  which  I  am 

celebrated,  flourishing  Mr.  's  card  under  his 

nose  at  the  same  time,  in  case  he  might  not  see 
the  point  (not  of  his  nose,  but  my  repartee),  "  I 
expect  you  are  the  keeper,  the  very  man  I  want, 
eh?" 

"  Oh,  beg  pardin',  I'm  sure,  sir.  Yes,  I'm  the 
keeper,  no  offence  meant,  sir,  but  the — er,  sort  of 
obstroperous  way  you  corned  through  the  fence, 
flustered  me  for  a  moment. "  "  Well,  well,  my 
man,"  I  interrupted,  "  that's  all  serene,  here's  a 
little  something  for  you,  and  now  I'll  trouble  you 
to  show  me  this  blessed  water,  which  I  really 
begin  to  believe  does  exist  after  all,"  and  without 
further  parley  I  hurry  him  off. 

Ah  !  this  is  better,  a  river  this,  awfully  slow  and 
weedy  though,  but  still  better  than  the  other  part. 
I  eagerly  scan  it  up  and  down,  but  I  see  nothing 
breaking  its  placid  surface,  so  I  turn  me  to  the 
keeper  for  comfort  and  guidance,  but  all  I  get  is 
contained  in  the  following : 

"  Lor  bless  ye,  sir,  it  aint  a  bit  o'  good  fishing 
at  this  time  o'  day.  Our  gents  mostly  comes 
down  in  the  evening  time,  and  sits  about  the  bank 
till  they  sees  a  risin'  fish,  then  they  ups  and  sets 
to  and  casts  over  'im ;  mebbe  'as  'im  furst  try, 
mebbe  spends  arf  an  hour  afore  they  puts  'im  down. 
There's  no  telling  with  these  'ere  fish,  but  now 
they're  all  in  the  deeps,  and  wont  come  into  the 
shallers  till  nigh  dusk,  unless  so  be  as  it  clouds 
over  later;  then  you  might  get  a  fish,  p'raps." 

Thus  does  the  worthy  man  damp  my  ardour, 
and  after  showing  me  in  the  distance  a  clump  of 
trees  that  marks  the  end  of  the  association  water, 
he  gets  him  off  home  to  his  dinner  and  his  yoimg 
fish— for  he  has  a  couple  of  stews  full  of  yearlings 
to  feed  also— destined  to  re-stock  the  water  next 


year. 


I  feed  also,  and  then  I  practise  the  noble  art  of 
casting  the  dry  fly,  and  after  much  hard  labour 
I  succeed  in  now  and  again  getting  the  golden  one 
to  cock  properly  and  float  gently  down  without 
capsizing.  . 

And  so  the  afternoon  wears  away,  but  ere  it 
merges  into  evening  the  clouds  justify  the  keeper  s 
prognostications,  and  cover  the  sky ;  and  as  I  sit 
by  the  bank  gazing  on  a  deep  and  broad  pool  1 
am  aware  of  a  little  ring  that  appears  now  and 
again  under  the  far  bank.  . 

"  A  little  sprat,"  say  I,  in  my  wisdom,  '  but  it  s 
something  alive,  anyhow,  so  I'll  just  see  what  my 
hard  practice  has  done  for  me,  and  if  I  cannot  put 
a  fly  properly  in  front  of  his  little  nose. ' 

But  it  is,  indeed,  under  the  far  bank  that  sprat 
has  his  home,  much  farther  than  it  looks,  and,  sad 
to  relate,  I  can't  reach  him.  Each  time  my  fly 
falls  shorts,  and  though  it  floats  down  alongside, 
so  close  that  any  self  respecting  trout  would  take 
it,  this  pernicious  sprat  lets  it  go  unmolested,  and 
continues  his  ring  making  in  the  same  old  place 
with  silent  contempt. 

I  have  got  out  all  the  line  I  can  manage,  and 
Win  to  feel  my  temper  rising  at  the  idiocy  of 
that  fish,  when  I  see  close  beside  me  a  man  with  a 
rod  I  say  man  with  a  rod  because  he  has  not  the 
slightest  look  of  a  fisherman,  at  least  not  what  1 
have  always  been  brought  up  to  consider  the 
appearance  of  a  true  "member  of  the  angling 
fraternity."  For  instance,  he  is  dressed  as  if  he 
were  KoinK  an  ordinary  walk  !  He  wears  plain 
.cSS  trousers  instead  of  aNorfolk  jacket  with 


twenty  pockets  and  a  dozen  pleats,  and  knicker- 
bockers with  huge  checked  stockings !  Nor  has 
he  a  big  hat,  round  which  is  displayed  all  his  geav, 
like  a  counter  in  a  tackle  shop  ;  nor  a  basket  that 
would  hold  the  family  washing ;  this  chap  has  a 
little  bag  and  a  hard  hat.  Besides  he  lacks,  above 
all  things,  that  air  of  contempt  that  all  real 
fishermen  should  put  on  when  first  meeting  a 
stranger,  and  a  novice  to  boot,  on  water  that  they 
get  to  consider  their  own  private  property. 

No ;  clearly  a  duffer  this  man,  and  when  he 
says,  quietly  and  politely,  "  Shall  I  try  and  cover 
him  for  you,  my  rod  is  longer  than  yours,"  I  do 
not  tell  him  to  go  to  the  devil,  as  I  should  a  real 
fisherman,  but  say,  "  Please  do,  I  am  a  new  hand 
at  this  fishing.  I  am  used  to  wading,  and  can  t 
quite  reach  this  fish  unless  I  do."  I  notice  his 
rod  is  not  longer  than  mine,  and  I  prepare  to 
enjoy  a  quiet  chuckle  over  this  duffer's  approaching 
discomfiture. 

"Yes;  he  is  rather  far,  and  awkwardly  placed 
too.  but  I'll  try,"  says  the  chap,  and  he  does  try '. 
Good  gracious  me.  out  go  yards  and  yards  of  line 
without  any  seeming  effort  on  his  part ;  nay,  it  is 
almost  a  graceful  operation ;  and  when  at  last  lie 
must  have  nearly  25yds.  out,  and  the  air  all  round 
is  full  of  coiling  circling  circles,  and  I  am  begin- 
ning to  wonder  what  on  earth  he  is  going  to  do 
with  it  all,  flick,  and  the  circles  straighten  out 
into  space,  and  his  fly  settles  like  a  bit  of  down 
just  in  the  right  place,  and,  without  drag  or  stop, 
comes  down  to  where  the  little  ring  last  appeared. 
It  appears  again,  and  for  the  last  time  ;  for  lo  !  a 
quick  strike  from  that  master  hand,  and  it  is  only 
a  question  of  time,  for  nothing  that  sprat  can  do 
avails  him  ought,  and  in  a  very  short  space  he  lies 
gasping  in  the  net,  much  to  my  admiration,  which 
I  freely  express,  though  his  captor  takes  it  coolly 
enough.    And  in  case  I  am  thought  unduly 
gushing,  remember  it  was  an  exhibition  of  skill 
such  as  I  had  never  witnessed  before,  and  the 
sprat  weighed  31b.  2oz. ! 

When  my  transports  are  over  I  beg  my 
"  duffer  "  to  give  me  a  lesson  in  his  art,  which  he 
very  gracefully  and  kindly  does,  finishing  it  up  by 
again  throwing  over  a  rising  fish,  even  farther  off 
than  the  other,  and  equally  cleverly  hooking  and 
landing  another  Kentish  leviathan,  that  is  as  near 
the  first  one's  weight  and  shape  as  possible,  and  a 
handsome  pair  they  make— the  prettiest  brace  of 
fish  I  ever  saw. 

But  all  good  things  must  end— though  the  bad 
ones  have  a  knack  of  sticking,  I  find— and  my 
master  the  duffer  goes  off  to  the  station,  for  he 
has  business  in  London,  so  he  tells  me,  that 
"  Fetters  "  him  to  town,  and  I  wander  homewards 
also,  along  the  river  banks.  Here  and  there  1 
meet  sad  eyed  and  pensive  men  eagerly  watching 
for  a  rising  fish;  but  they  possess  not  the 
attraction  of  my  late  master,  so  I  shun  them. 

Just  as  I  am  about  to  leave  the  water  for  the 
road  I  see  a  rise  in  a  narrow  part,  within  reach  of 
my  humble  powers,  and,  oh,  blessed  master! 
thanks  to  thy  skilful  teaching,  I  hook  and  kill  a 
nice  little  fish  of  a  pound,  with  which  I  am  as 
pleased  as  possible. 

At  the  gate  I  once  more  meet  my  friend  the 
keeper,  and  ask  him  who  the  gentleman  is  who 
wears  a  black  hat  and  dark  coat,  and  who  lias 
just  left  for  the  station,  and  he  answers  : 

"Why   don't  ye  know  'im,  sir?    Mr.   , 

heditor  of  the  ,"  and  he  mentions  the 

paper  I  study  so  faithfully.  "He  often  runs 
down  for  a  day,"  lie  adds,  "he's  the  finest  fisher- 
man has  ever  I  saw,  and  I've  seo'd  a  good  few. 

There  there.  1  think  I've  said  enough,  and 
perhaps  my  editor  might  know  something  about 
this  so  I'll  say  no  more  about  my  first  lesson  in 
dry  tly.   ,   OTKM*. 


PLEASANT    MKMOKIKS  OF 
ANGLlMi. 


The  snow  is  fallinx  fast,  and  all  outside  the  house 
looks  cheerless  ,  the  afternoon  is  cloning  in  ap;.ee, 
but  the  fire  burns  brightly,  as  fires  do  m  frosty 
weather;  ho  1  go  to  my  book  .Nine,  and  select  for 
an  hour's  pleasant  reading,  Francis  rrunciHs 
"  Sporting  Sketches,"  which  bring*  back  memories 
of  many  Gappy  days  spent  with  him  on  the  banks 
of  the  Bcben  and  Avon,  and  other  riven*  and 

' '  A^year  or  two  before  hiH  death,  which  occurred 
on  Christmas  Eve,  im,  he  and  I  went  in  October 
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to  Wiltshire  for  four  or  five  days'  pike  and 
grayling  fishing.  The  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Earl  Radnor  had  given  us  permission  to  fish  their 
portions  of  the  Nadder  and  Avon,  and  Lord 
Nelson  and  Squire  Jervois  theirs,  so  that  we  had 
a  considerable  extent  of  very  fine  fishing,  be 
ginning  at  Wilton  Park  and  reaching  past  Salis- 
bury to  Longford  Castle,  and  thence  to  Downton, 
a  distance  altogether  of  about  eighteen  miles. 

Wo  met  as  agreed  at  Waterloo  station,  well 
furnished  with  live  baits,  and  in  due  course 
arrived    at    Salisbury,    where    we    made  the 
Red  Lion  Hotel  our  headquarters.    A  friend 
of    mine,  who    owned    meadows  close  to  the 
Avon,  had  a  rivulet  running  through  them, 
and  in    it  we   placed  the    cans  which  con- 
tained our  baits,  but  next  morning  found  most 
of  our  live  dace  had  been  stolen;  however,  we 
had  enough  left  for  that  day's  fishing,  and  mean- 
while we  sent  to  London  for  a  fresh  supply  to 
enable  us  to  cany  out  the  piking  portion  of  our 
programme.    Early  next  morning  we  drove  to 
where  the  River  Nadder,  leaving  Wilton  Park, 
flows  through  the  "  ten  hatches,'7  and  fitted  up 
our  pike  rods  and  tackle  in  anticipation  of  sport, 
for  the  river  was  in  good  volume  and  excellent 
colour.     So,  leaving   my  companion    to  spin 
the  pool  below  the  "  hatches  "  and  the  adjacent 
water,  I  went  down  the  meadow  on  the  right  of 
the   stream,    and   paternostered  a  sedge-sur- 
rounded back-water,  where  I  scored  "  first  blood  " 
by  capturing  a  handsome  91b.  pike.    We  had 
engaged  two  strong  lads  to  carry  our  bait  cans 
and  our  fly  rods,  for  later  in  the  day  grayling 
were  rising  freely— as  we  expected  they  would— 
on  the  gravelly  shallows  which  give  variety  to  the 
river  between  the  Park  and  Bemerton. 

Francis  overtook  me  lower  down  the  meadows 
he  having  caught  three  or  four  jack  too  small  to 
retain.  Then,  lighting  our  pipes,  we  fished  in 
company  until,  seeing  some  rising  fish,  we  took 
oor  fly  rods,  and  had  a  try  for  the  graylino-  he 
putting  on  a  Wickham's  Fancy,  myself  an  Olive 
Dun,  and  we  soon  had  a  brace  each  of  sizeable 
nsn.  Here  I  was  amused  at  a  little  incident  that 
occurred  to  F.  F„  who,  making  a  cast  to  the 
opposite  bank,  had  a  rise  quite  unexpectedly,  close 
to  some  sedges,  from  a  very  large  trout,  but 
striking  too  hard,  he  lost  his  fly  in  the  fish :  then, 
tor  the  first  time,  I  became  aware  of  his  splendid 
lung  powers,  and  how  he  could  shout  when  such 
a  mishap  befel  him. 

It  was  now  long  past  noon,  the  day  warm  and 
brilliant,  and  a  good  many  duns  hatching  out. 
h  ish  rose  freely,  and  continued  to  do  so  for 
another  hour,  by  which  time  we  had  between 
three  and  four  brace  in  each  of  our  panniers  ;  and 
when  the  rise  ceased  we  again  turned  our 
attention  to  those  deeper  parts  of  the  river  which 
seemed  to  be  likely  places  for  pike  to  make  their 
habitations,  and  by  carefully  paternostering  the 
holes  and  eddies  we  added  a  few  more  sizeable 
fish  to  our  pike  bags.  The  evening  was  closing 
in    so  we  packed  up  rods  and  tackle.  Wi 

S  ,  °In  -t0  and  ?ast  QuWhampton, 

and  decided  to  begin  near  there  next  day,  in  the 

tenwl  f  \7a^  time  ,We  reached  Bemerton 
shallows  to  find  the  grayling  rising.  Then  we 
drove  to  our  inn  at  Salisbury,  where  I  spent  one  of 
the  most  pleasurable  and  instructive  evenings  in 
angling  chat  that  ever  fell  to  my  lot.    But  then, 

fvZZ^°  -n  the  PT'ileSe  of  Fra^is  Francis' 
friendship  will  remember  well,  what  a  delightful 
companion  he  was-how  rich  in  anecdote?  how 
ripe  m  knowledge,  piscatorial  and  otherwise 
gained  during  a  busy  life  abounding  with  rare 
experiences,  seldom  occurring  to  other  anglers 
stored  m  his  retentive  brain,  to  be  used  in  proper 
teason  and  at  the  right  opportunity  P 

Next  morning  gave  every  promise  of  a  "  fishin* 
S&n  We+WeiVP  hetimes,and  on  our  way  to 
Quidhampton  A  capital  lot  of  live  bait  had 
arrived  from  London,  and  a  couple  of  lively  ones 
were  soon  presented  to  the  Esox  Indus  by  way  of 
tempting  them  to  an  early  lunch.  Our  invita- 
tions were  accepted,  and  two  nice  fish  fou-ht 
gamely  for  liberty  before  they  were  landed  A 
•-pounder  next  fell  a  victim  through  its  desire 
to  taste  my  Thames  dace;  and  thus  we  fished 
on  past  Bemerton,  when  we  gave  over  oike 
fishing  for  awhile,  and  put  together  on/ Ay 
tackle,  for  on  the  shallows  grayling  were  rising 
freely.  Francis  used  a  14ft.  trout  rod,  with  whfcf 
he  could  cast  across  to  where,  in  the  cmront 
flowing  under  the  trees  on  the  opposite  side  most 


of  the  fish  were  feeding,  while  I  went  some  distance 
below  and  waded  the  stream.  Thus  we  killed 
several  nice  fish,  he  getting  one  of  nearly  21b., 
before  we  quitted  this  excellent  stretch  of  water. 

Although  both  of  us  felt  hungry,  we  agreed  to 
wait,  for  plenty  of  flies  were  hatching  out,  and  we 
had  no  opportunity  just  then  for  lunch,  but, 
"  making  hay  while  the  sun  shone,"  we  continued 
to  fish  on  down  the  meadows  until  the  rise  was 
over ;  then  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  our  sandwiches 
and  hard-boiled  eggs,  and  the  modicum  of  whisky 
afterwards,  with  our  post-prandial  pipes,  for  we 
had  fished  hard  and  earned  our  repast.  Then, 
taking  to  our  pike  rods  and  spinning  tackle,  we 
fished  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  got  back 
early  to  Salisbury  to  spend  the  evening  with  an 
old  friend,  who  wished  us  to  try  that  part  of  the 
river  called  the  Lake,  which  flows  round  by  Great 
Harnham  Mill,  and  was  said  to  hold  some  big 
pike.    At  Harnham,  next  morning,  the  water  was 
rippled  by  a  southerly  wind,  looked  very  "  pikey," 
and  was  in  good  order  for  spinning.    There  was 
altogether  about  a  mile  of  fishing ;  also  a  capital 
place  for  snap  or  paternoster  by  some  beds  of 
flags  and  rushes,  where  the  back-water  from  the 
mill  rejoins  the  main  stream,  and  forms  a  nice 
deep  swim  and  eddy,  opposite  to  some  gardens  on 
the  cathedral  side  of  the  river.    We  caught  nine 
fish  altogether,  keeping  five,  ranging  from  81b.  to 
41b.,  and  then  made  our  way  to  the  meadows  below 
Salisbury,  and  resumed  fishing  where  the  Winter- 
bourne  stream  unites  its  waters  with  the  Avon. 
The  river  was  bank  full,  and  pike  well  on  feed.  I 
put  on  gut  paternoster,  with  a  small  dace  for  bait, 
and  soon  found  a  heavy  fish  alongside  a  bed  of 
reeds,  which   Francis  thought    I    should  not 
kill  on  the  light  tackle  I  was  using,  and  he 
stood  watching,  expecting  to  see  me  "smashed 
up."    But  to  his  delight,  after  carefully  playing 
the  fish,  I  got  it  within  reach  of  his  gaff,  when 
he  "  chucked  it  under  the  chin "  and  drew  it 
ashore  through  the  reeds,  and  landed  me  a  hand- 
some pike  a  little  over  181b.    "This,"  he  said, 
"proved  the  superiority  of  paternostering  to 
spinning,  where  water  was  six  or  seven  feet  in 
depth." 

If  pike  are  at  all  large,  they  are  often  sluggish  ; 
and  unless  either  the  bait  or  the  trace  is  heavily 
leaded,  and  spun  slowly,  deep  down  below  the 
surface,  they  generally  let  the  bait  pass,  although 
within  their  sight,  without  troubling  to  follow  and 
seize  it ;  but  a  paternoster  searches  the  deepest 
pai-ts,  where  the  largest  fish  usually  are ;  and  a 
small  dace,  silvery  and  brilliant,  artistically  pre- 
sented on  a  single  hook  and  gut  trace,  is  so 
tempting  a  morsel  that  pike  can  seldom  resist 
taking  it.  But  when  they  are  on  shallows,  or 
near  the  surface,  looking  out  for  food,  then 
spinning  is  the  method  by  which  the  larger 
quantity  of  pike  are  caught. 

For  some  distance  onwards,  we  found  the 
meadows  divided  and  intersected  by  ditches  too 
wide  to  jump  over,  which  occasioned  us  much  loss 
of  time,  and  much  extra  walking,  to  find  places  or 
planks  where  we  could  get  across,  and  a^ain 
approach  the  river. 

A  k°at  would  have  been  most  serviceable,  and 
enabled  us  to  fish  some  very  pikey  looking  places 
on  the  opposite  side  we  were  unable  to  reach  •  but 
we  had  capital  sport,  especially  in  that  part  near 
iinttord,  where  .  the  Avon  expands  in  width 
before  flowing  through  a  series  of  hatches  or 
sluices,  which,  arranged  as  a  dam  across  the 
river,  regulates  the  height  and  volume  of  water 
when  m  flood.  These  are  called  the  "twenty 
liatches ;  and  Francis,  spinning  the  shallows  of 
iQu  fane  P?g1  below>  caught  a  rare  lusty  pike  of 

«jW  m.  •  gave  real  »ood  sP°rt  before  ifc  was 
galled.  This  pool  holds  very  large  fish,  amongst 
others  some  monster  trout  and  grayling.  Salmon 
are  said  to  ascend  the  river  up  to  these  hatches  ; 
but  before  their  erection,  a  notable  salmon  fishery 
existed  at  Salisbury,  as  is  recorded  in  the 
archives  of  that  city.  The  Avon  is  celebrated 
tor  its  trout  many  growing  to  a  superb  size, 
which  is  probably  owing  to  the  splendid  feed  in 
the  river.  I  have  seen  some  of  these  8.  fario 
exceeding  91b.  m  weight,  and  many  from  half  that 
to  bib.  m  the  "tail  water"  of  the  Town  Mill  • 
also  under  the  bridge  near  the  Cathedral  Close! 
and  at  Great  Harnham.  Friday  morning  broke 
h^eVe7  Promise,of  a  da7  likely  to  gratify  the 
IS  0t  £n-  a?,glei'  A  south-west  wind  was 
blowing  sufficiently  strong  to  put  a  nice  ripple  on 
the  water,  and  the  weather  was  warm  enough  to 


bring  out  a  hatch  of  ephemera; — just  what  waa 
wanted  to  make  the  grayling  rise  well. 

We  passed  no  sluggard  hours  in  bed,  but  were 
up  and  out  early  enough  to  walk  round  Salisbury's 
splendid  cathedral  before  breakfast  at  our  inn, 
for  which  meal  Francis  had  ordered  eels  "  spatch- 
cock'd  d  la  Red  Lion  Hotel " — a  treat  in  cookery 
to  be  remembered.  At  the  Red  Lion  the  eels 
were  kept  in  a  shallow  well,  or  tank,  on  the 
premises,  alive  and  ready  for  those  customers  who 
desired  the  dainty  dish.  Our  meal  being  satis- 
factorily discussed,  we  jumped  into  the  waggonette, 
with  rods,  tackle,  and  live  bait  cans,  and  drove 
through  pleasant  country  roads  to  Longford 
Castle.  A.  Jardine. 

(To  he  continued.) 
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[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  oE 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  sliall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 

No.  52. 

KINCARDINESHIRE  (continued). 
Rivers  op  Kincardineshire. 
The  Cowie  rises  in  Wodder  Hill,  and  falls  into 
the  sea  at  the  Bay  of  Stonehaven.  It  has  a  run 
of  nine  or  ten  miles  through  rocky  and  woodland 
scenery,  and  belongs  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Duff,  of 
Fetteresso,  and  Mr.  Baird,  of  Urie,  whose  leave  to 
fish  it  is  necessary.  61b.  is  a  fair  take,  and  the 
fish  run  from  3oz.  to  6oz.  They  are  smaller  than 
m  the  Carron.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Stonehaven ; 
thence  hire  four  miles. 

The  Crynock  is  a  good  trouting  stream  that 
rises  near  Eddieslaw,  and  falls  into  the  Dee  quite 
close  to  the  Mill  Inn.  It  has  a  run  of  six  miles, 
and  is  not  open  to  the  public.  Good  baskets  of 
small  trout  are  often  got  in  May  and  June.  Rod 
season :  Feb:  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Aberdeen ;  thence  omnibus  to  the  Mill  Inn,  seven 
miles. 

The  Dee.— See  Aberdeenshire. 
The  Dye  rises  at  the  top  of  Glen  Dye,  and 
joins  the  Feugh  half  a  mile  above  the  village  of 
Strachan,  after  a  run  of  eleven  miles.    It  has 
some  six  or  seven  small  feeders,  the  principal  one, 
from  an  angling  point  of  view,  being  the  Char 
Burn,  which  is  famed  for  its  numerous  and  large 
trout.    Sir  J.  R.  Gladstone,  Bart.,  of  Fasque,  is 
the  proprietor,  and  the  upper  waters,  including 
the  Char,  are  preserved  by  bim.    The  gentlemen 
renting  the  shootings  sometimes  grant  liberty  to 
fish  the  middle  and  lower  reaches.    Trouting  on 
the  Dye  is  fairly  good  in  May  and  June.  Salmon 
run  up  in  the  autumn  to  spawn.  When  the  water 
is  in  order,  grilse  and  sea  trout  are  got  in  July, 
but  not  in  any  number.     Best  flies  :  Dusty 
Miller,  Bumble  Bee,  Blue  Charm,  and  Yellow 
Wasp.    Small  Duns,  Quills,  and  Spiders  are  the 
best  for  trout,  and  -  red  worms  when  the  water  is 
rising  or  falling.     The  scenery  is  very  fine.. 
Points  of  interest :  Glen  Dye  Lodge,  the  old 
Bridge  of  Dye,  the  Linn,  and  the  Bridge  of 
Bogindreep.    Accommodation  at  the  Burnett 
Arms,  Banchory,  or  lodgings  about  Strachan. 
Rod  season :  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.    Route  \  By  rail 
to  Banchory,  thence  hire  to  the  Bridge  of  Dye, 
nine  miles ;  thence  go  up  or  down— five  miles  of 
fishing  water  either  way. 
The  Feugh.— See  Aberdeenshire. 
The  Finella  rises  at  Garvock,  and,  after  a 
run  of  seven  miles,  falls  into  the  sea  near  Johns- 
haven.    It  is  open  to  the  public,  but  yields  only 
poor  sport— 41b.  or  so  for  a  day.    The  scenery  is 
very  fine,  especially  in  Den  Finella,  where  the 
stream  ^is  precipitated  over  a  perpendicular  rock 
about  70ft.  high,  forming  a  beautiful  cascade. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Lauriston  ;  thence  walk  a  mile 
and  a  half. 

The  Luther  rises  in  the  hill  at  the  hebd  of 
the  Glen  of  Drumtochty,  and  falls  into  the  North 
Esk.  The  chief  proprietors  are  Rev.  J.  S. 
Gammell,  of  Drumtochty,  the  Earl  of  Kintore, 
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Sir  Alex.  E.  Ramsay,  Bart.,  of  Balmain,  &c.  Its 
length  is  twelve  miles,  and  it  contains  yellow 
trout,  and  sometimes  a  few  sea  trout  late  in  the 
season.  The  yellow  trout  ran  four  to  a  lb. 
Marykirk  and  Laurencekirk  are  the  best  places  to 
live  at.  Route :  By  rail  to  Marykirk  or  Laurence- 
kirk ;  river  close  by. 

The  Sheeoch  rises  on  Kerloch,  and  falls  into 
the  Dee,  near  Durris  Church,  after  a  run  of  eight 
miles.  Mr.  Baird,  of  Durris,  is  the  proprietor. 
It  is  preserved.  Trout  are  plentiful,  and  finnocks 
are  got  in  October.  A  few  salmon  during  the 
autumn  spates  ran  up  to  spawn.  May,  J une,  and 
July  are  the  best  months  for  trout  fishing ;  six  to 
eight  dozen  would  be  a  fair  catch.  Accommoda- 
tion at  the  Burnett  Arms,  Banchory.  Rod 
season :  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Banchory ;  thence  hire  or  walk  three  and  a  half 
miles  to  Mill  of  Blearydryne,  the  best  place  to 
begin  at. 

Smaller  Streams.— There  are  a  number  ot 
other  smaller  streams  in  this  county,  such  as  the 
Black,  the  Corge.the  Clash,  and  the  Spittal  Bum, 
but  they  are  only  good  for  a  few  burn  trout  after 
a  spate. 

KINROSS-SHIRE. 

This  is  one  of  the  smallest  counties  in  Scotland, 
and  is  only  interesting  to  the  sportsman  as 
possessing  Loch  Leven,  one  of  the  most  famous 
trouting  lochs  in  the  country.  Kinross-shire  is, 
in  general,  flat  and  tame  in  its  scenery,  but  from 
its  situation,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  grassy 
slopes  of  the  Ochils,  Lomond  Hills,  and  Cleish 
Hills,  it  is  not  devoid  of  beauty  and  picturesque 
interest. 

Lochs  op  Kinross-shire. 

Loch  Black  is  partly  in  the  parish  of  Dun- 
fermline, and  partly  in  the  parish  of  Cleish,  and 
contains  pike  and  perch.  It  belongs  to  Mr. 
Young,  of  Cleish,  and  Mr.  Dalgleish,  of  Outh,  and 
is  preserved. 

Loch  Glow  is  in  the  parish  of  Dunfermline. 
It  contains  trout  the  same  as  Loch  Leven,  but 
they  are  very  shy  and  difficult  to  take.  There  are 
a  few  pike  and  perch  in  this  loch,  which  is  strictly 
preserved.  It  belongs  to  Mr.  Dalgleish,  of  Outh. 
(To  be  continued.) 


the  Highland  Railway.  It  is  beautifully  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  and  amid  splendid  High- 
land scenery.  The  view  up  the  river  from  the 
Bridge  of  Dunkeld  is  very  lovely,  and  the  town 
attracts  many  summer  visitors.  The  Birnam 
Hotel  affords  good  accommodation.  Visitors  can 
fish  the  Braan.  Yery  fine  drives  in  all  directions. 
(To  be  continued.) 


TEST  GRAYLING. 

Although  not  a  grayling  river  in  the  strict 
sense  of  the  word,  the  Test  holds  some  splendid 
specimens  of  that  beautiful  fish,  which,  on  some 
of  the  lower  preserves,  reach  an  average  weight 
unequalled  by  any  other  river  in  England,  with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  Hampshire  Avon. 
Stockbridge  is  the  highest  point  of  the  river 
where  the  grayling  is  found  in  any  quantity, 
although  an  occasional  fish  is  met  with  as  far  up 
as  Leckford;  but  the  general  tendency  of  the 
Test  grayling  seems  to  be  to  drop  down  stream, 
and  their  favourite  haunts  are  in  the  vicinity  of 
Horsebridge.    There  used  to  be  some  splendid 
grayling  fishing  on  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Houghton  Club,  and  many  good  days  have  fallen 
to  my  lot  on  the  broad  shallows  of  the  Sheep 
Bridge  and  Houghton  Mill  Head ;  but  since  the 
club  was  dissolved,  in  1891,  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  of  fishing  that  water. 

Sad  to  say,  thy  mall  us  finds  small  favour  with 
some  owners  of  Test  fishing,  who  consider  his 
presence  antagonistic  to  trout,  and  treat  him  with 
no  more  ceremony  than  the  hated  pike.  There  is 
no  close  season  for  the  grayling  on  their  preserves, 
and  the  keeper  has  orders  to  destroy  him  with  net 
f\f  spear.    The  river  is  practically  deserted  by 
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THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 
!"These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  raiding  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Crieff  is  a  lively  little  town  in  Upper  Strath- 
earn,  very  beautifully  situated,  and  surrounded  by 
splendid  Highland  scenery-  It  is  a  station  on  the 
Caledonian  Railway,  and  is  a  very  good  fashing 
centre,  attracting  a  great  many  visitors  m  summer 
and  autumn.  Population,  4091.  The  Drammond 
Arms  Hotel  affords  accommodation,  and  visitors 
can  fish  the  Earn,  the  Almond,  Loch  Monzievaird, 
the  Barbhic,  the  Lednoch,  the  Shaggy,  and  the 
Turrett.  ,      (. ,  .  ■ 

Dalwhinnie  is  situated  in  the  wildest  part  ot 
Perthshire,  where  it  marches  with  Inverness-shire 
but  as  it  is  a  station  of  the  Highland  Railway  it 
is  easily  accessible,  and  is  a  favourite  angling 
resort  owing  to  its  proximity  to  Loch  ErrocbU 
Very  fine  Highland  scenery.  Visitors  can  fash 
Locn  Errochd,  a  mile  off,  Loch  Coultree,  Loch 
Cuaich,  Loch-na-Larig,  Loch-an-Iaim,  the  Truim, 
quite  close.  The  Loch  Erricht  Hotel  affon 
accommodation.  .  . 

Doune  is  a  very  pretty  village,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Perth  and  eight  from  Stirling.  It  is 
nicely  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Teith.  lne 
country  about  is  very,  beautiful,  and  the  nuns  ot 
Doune  Castle  are  interesting.  Doune  is  tne 
centre  of  a  good  fishing  district,  and  visitors  can 
fish  the  Allan,  the  Goodie,  the  Forth,  the  Teitl , 
the  Annet  Burn,  the  .Muckle  Burn,  and  Ardocb 

B  Dunblane  is  a  nicely  situated  village  about 
five  miles  from  Perth,  with  the  Allan  flowing 
through  it.  Its  old  cathedral  is  of  much  interest 
and  there  are  several  springs  near,  which  are  vei  y 
useful  in  a  medical  point.of  view.  The  populat  on 
is  21H6,  and  it  is  a  station  on  the  Otdedonian 
Railway.  Visitors  can  fish  the  Allan,  the  Ardoch, 
the  Forth,  the  Muckle  Burn,  and  the  Teith.  . 

Dunkeld  is  an  extremely  pretty  little  town 
about  fifteen  miles  from  Perth,  and  is  a  station  on 


the  end  of  June,  and  few  fishermen  take  the 
trouble  to  ran  down  in  the  autumn  for  a  week  at 
the  grayling,  although  excellent  sport,  as  a  rule, 
is  to  be  obtained  all  through  October  and  Novem- 
ber. Consequently  it  is  in  the  May  Fly  season 
that  most  of  the  Test  grayling  meet  their  iate, 
and  although  to  outward  appearance  m  fair  con- 
dition (a  grayling  never  seems  in  really  bad 
condition),  the  fisherman  who  ranks  the  graceful 
fish  alongside  of  trout  consigns  them  to  his 
basket  rather  reluctantly.  Still,  on  some  waters 
the  order  is  "  slay  and  spare  not ;  "  yet,  m  spite  ot 
all,  thymallus  seems  to  hold  his  own,  and  even  m 
some  cases  to  oust  the  trout. 

Let  me  give  two  examples  of  sport  with  these 
fish  that  have  fallen  to  my  lot  on  the  Test  One 
beautiful  day  last  October,  when  the  partridges 
had  become  unapproachable,  and  coyert  shooting 
was  not  yet  in  full  swing,  I  bethought  me  of  the 
river  and  the  rod  that  had  been  lying  idle  for  the 
past  month,  and  after  breakfast  hied  me  to  the 
water  on  my  bicycle.    A  sharp  frost  had  given 
way  towards  10  a.m.  to  a  day  of  brilliant  sunshine 
with  a  stiffish  breeze  from  north-east,  about  the 
worst  possible  direction  for  that  part  of  the  stream 
I  intended  to  fish.  Still,  I  felt  pretty  sure  that  the 
crrayling  would  be  on  the  feed,  nor  was  I  mistaken 
for  on  crossing  the  foot-bridge  at  the  top  of  the 
fishery  the  whole  surface  of  the  shallow >  below  was 
seen  to  be  alive  with  bulging  waves  that  denoted  the 
grayling  were  on  the  move.  I  walked  down  strea n  a 
fewyhundred  yards  before  putting  my  rod  together 
and  eventually  got  to  work  about  11  a.m.  Ab,g 
Olive  is  on  the  water,  so  I  put  up  a  rough  bodied 
D  ni  of  Holland's,  and  pick  out  what  looks  hke  a 
goodfish.  Thewindisdecided  ynasty.but  I  manage 
to  rise  him  first  cast,  and  at  the  third  find  I  am 
fast  no  in  a  grayling  at  all,  but  a  big  cock  trout 
of %$ °  which  I  land  and  return  to  the  water  as 
soon  as'  possible.    The  place  I  have  <*0*ni8. 
favourite  reach  for  grayling,  a  broad  shallow, 
nteispe5sed  with  several  weed  beds,  and  narrow- 
hig  into  a  stretch  of  deep,  sluggish  wateiv  dus 
opposite  to  me  five  fish  are  feeding  madly,  but 
none  of  them  will  have  my  rough  Olive. 

So  I  exchange  it  for  a  Blue  QuuL  which 
instantly  doc„  tne  trick,  and  I  find  I  have  hooked 
rSSfynsh.  He  makes  off  down  stream,  and  I 
1ST try  to  stop  him,  but,  keeping  well  below 
eventually  land  a  very  nice  grayling  of  J, lb.  1 
Sen  torn  my  attention  to  his  companions,  and 
then  tin  n     y  fog  much  for 

Kmg  greytog  8  tfE  This  fish  tries  nun 

d  fferent  £5L,  pushing  across  the  stream  I  k 
trout,  and  showing  great  fight,     ri.en   <o  ■ 
misfortune,  the  next  fish  carrying  off  '»}  U  a 
ST 385  the  gut  having  probably   frayed  at 


the  eye  with  flogging  against  the  wind.  Another 
of  the  same  pattern  is  soon  put  cn.  and 
I  wend  my  way  upwards ;  no  need  to  go  far,  for 
fish  are  rising  everywhere,  and  I  settle  down  to 
one  feeding  steadily  under  the  near-  bank.  The 
rise  looks  hke  that  of  a  trout,  and  such  he  proves, 
taking  the  Blue  Quill  at  the  first  attempt.  Up 
stream  he  races,  taking  15yds.  off  the  reel  in  his 
first  run,  which  terminates  in  a  mighty  jump  ; 
he  plays  quite  like  a  spring  fish,  and  I  experience 
a  deal  of  trouble  before  the  net  is  slipped  under  a 
lovely  341b.  trout.  Back  he  goes  into  his  native 
element  none  the  worse. 

Next  I  kill  a  brace  of  beautiful  21b.  grayling  in 
quick  succession,  both  of  which  fall  victims  to  the 
Blue  Quill,  and  give  very  good  sport.    And  now, 
strangely,  not  a  fish  can  I  stir,  though  they  are 
rising  as  well  as  ever,  and  the  big  duns  are  Bailing 
clown  in  droves.    One  after  another  I  try  my 
favourite  flies— Iron  Blues,  Red  Quills.  Red  Tags, 
Pale   Olives— but  all   in  vain,  till  I  suddenly 
bethink  me  of  the  Pink  Wickham,  a  fly  that  has 
often  come  to  my  rescue  when  all  others  have 
failed.    It  upholds  its  reputation  to-day.  a  gray- 
ling of  l?lb.  taking  it  at  the  first  cast,    Ivext.  in 
spite  of  all  precautions,  I  land  another  trout,  and 
return  him  as  quickly  as  possible.  One  cannot  always 
distinguish  between  the  rise  of  a  trout  and  a  grayling. 
Now  the  rise  slackens  somewhat,  so.  as  it  seems  a 
good  opportunity  for  lunch,  I  move  down  stream, 
and,  crossing  the  river  by  the  eel  weir,  make  for 
the  fishing  hut.    I  find  my  morning  s  sport  has 
given  me  an  excellent  appetite,  and  I  dont  leave 
much  of  a  cold  partridge  and  a  flask  of  whiskey. 

Still  time  is  valuable  these  short  October  days, 
so  I  soon  start  off  again,  this  time  beginning 
operations  at  the  broad  water  below  the  eel  weir. 
The  grayling  are  not  rising  everywhere,  but 
opposite  abroad  dyke  two  fish  are  -'  putting  up 
occasionally,  and  1  proceed  to  stalk  them    It  is  a 
longish  cast,  as  the  stream  is  wide  just  here  and 
the  fish  are  lying  on  the  far  side.    At  last,  after 
several  attempts,  most  of  them  spoilt  by  the  wind, 
which  is  as  bad  as  ever,  I  get  my  fly,  still  the 
Pink  Wickham,  over  the  nearest.    He  rises  but 
misses  it,  but  after  another  refusal  takes  a  firm 
hold.    A  heavy  grayling  this,  and  instead  ot 
wasting  his  strength  by  running  and  pl™gng 
bores  steadily  down  stream.    I  keep  a  tight  hold 
on  him  (a  grayling's  mouth  is  not  so  tender  as 
Generally  bllieved),  but  200yds   of  water  have 
been  cohered  before   I   slip  the   no;    under  a 
beautiful  grayling  of  exactly  .51b  ll«,ng» 
verv  <iuiet  now,  but  I  persevere  with  one  fish  that 
rJtiil  rising  'steadily,  and   after  ha. an  hour  s 
flowing  against  a  rising  gale,  hook  and  land  * 
well-shaped  fish,  2Mb.    The  sun  >J«ta>Q 
and  the  air  becoming  sensibly  colder,  *h,le  h 
sky  in  the  west  is  fiery  red,  the  presage  of  anothe. 
night's  frost,  so  I  lay  out  my  spoil  and  find  1  have 
killed  three  and  a  half  brace  of  grayling  that 
iiveracre  well  over  21b.  xt__ 
So  much  for  the  grayling  season  proper.  Now 
let  me  relate  a  day's  sport  with  these  fish  in  .1  in.  . 
The  May  Fly  is  about  over,  and  the  few  straggling 
Drakes  ^hatf still  hatch  out  pass  over    he  trout 
unnoticed  ■  in  fact,  it  is  hopeless  to  try  foi  B  OOW 
ntn  sunse      On  the  other  hand  the  grayling 
seen  to  rise -swell  as  they  did  a  fortnight  ago 
and  do  not  disdain  the  smaller  epheme,  id;e  atte 

liiown  duib  •  m.;,ily  2<m»  yards  down 

•'raving,  which  takes  in. ■"•-•"'J  •.. 
K1'lJ""b'  .  _t  _  _i  t.e  of  and.ng  h""-  1110 


stream  before  I  ^^"f*"  J^t"  3-pounder. 

S *£rt£  BeySnd  killing  a  ra4h«  lanky  M 

oE-Mb     whi'-h  suee  bs  b,  an  Olive  Dun.  1  do 

^ff^^m^Ho'hty  on  again  af.onva,,, 

without  a  brrath  <>f  wind.  .  „ 

At  last    after  a  .-.nil..-  -'1  I'""™    1  7'  '    ' * 

SlKfctf.»ndi-  .lulvadd.-!.  «.». 
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finding  the  heat  still  intense,  and  the  fish  still 
indisposed  to  move,  I  knock  off  again  until  seven 
o'clock.  One  can't  go  on  Hogging  all  through  a 
hot  June  day,  and  pacing  up  and  down  the  bank 
in  the  vain  hope  of  finding  a  feeding  fish  is  weary 
work. 

It  is  much  cooler  when  I  resume  operations  for 
the  last  time,  and  I  wend  my  way  down  to  a 
favourite  bend  of  the  lower  water ;  thousands  of 
Oaperers  and  Sedges  are  hovering  over  the  surface 
of  the  stream,  and  four  fish  are  observed  feeding 
busily  one  behind  another.     The  Brown  Sedge 
and  Straddle-bug  have  done  most  of  the  work  up 
to  the  present,  but  now  they  are  discarded  for 
a  Persimmon  —  white    chenille  body,  landrail 
wings,  and  red  hackle.    It  is  a  bad  floater,  but  a 
touch  of  paraffin  sets  that  all  right.    The  lowest 
uh1i  is  covered  first,  and  soon  falls  a  victim  to  the 
Persimmon,  another  good  grayling,  2,?lb.  The 
next  fish  is  rather  more  particular,  but,  aftei 
several  refusals,  makes  a  mistake,  and  another  big 
grayling,  2£lb.,  is  added  to  the  bag. 

The  third  fish  I  bungle  rather  badly,  but  I 
manage  to  hook  the  remaining  one,  but  the  hold 
gives  after  h  ilf  a  minute's  play.    A  short  distance 
up  stream,  just  where  a  mighty  elm  throws  its 
shadow  on  the  water,  I  spot  two  more  risers,  and 
get  a  grayling,  lAlb.,  which  gives  no  play  beyond  a 
la/.y  roll  or  two.    Then  I  nearly  make  a  fool  of 
myself,  as,  striking  what  I  take  to  be  a  grayling 
I  find  myself  fast  in  a  good  trout,  who  takes  me 
completely  by  surprise,  and  nearly  breaks  the 
casting  line  by  an  unlooked  for  rush.    What  a 
contrast  is  his  play  to  that  of  the  clumsy  grayling  I 
have  j  ust  landed ;  three  splendid  runs  does  he  make 
ending  each  with  a  somersault,  and  then  goes 
down  and  bores  at  the  very  bottom  of  the  swirling 
pool.    He  follows  up  these  tactics  by  another 
determined  rush  down  stream,  but  I  treat  him 
very  carefully,  and  after  five  minutes'  excellent 
sport  land  a  lusty  trout  of  31b.    It  is  almost  dark 
now,  but  there  s  just  light  enough  to  enable  me  to 
coyer  one  more  fish,  who  makes  no  bones  about 
gulping  down  the  Persimmon,  and  after  some 
spirited  runs  goes  to  join  his  fellows  in  my  basket, 
another  trout,  l^lb. 

The  old  keeper  finds  that  basket  a  good  load  as 
we  walk  down  together  to  his  cottage,  where  the 

Tl  !.iire/aid.°Uonfor  ^Paction.    Here  they  are 
Three  trout    31b.,    21b.,    lflb.-;    six  graylin 
31b.  ,oz.,31b  loz.,2flb.,  2ilb.,  lflb.,  Hlb    As  it 
happens  my  last  two  fish  on  the  previous  evenin 
were  both  31b.  grayling,  so  that  I  have  actually 
killed  four  consecutive  3-pounders,  aggregate 
weight  121b   12oz.    Still,  this  stretch  oT  water 
holds  even  arger  fish,  ±±lb.  being,  I  befievethe 
record  grayling  up  to  date.  ' 

So  I  stroll  down  to  the  fishing  cottage  inwardlv 
at  peace  witt,  the  world  in  general,  £d  hoping 
unonFbT  Fpncis'l  solemn  anaEa 

nrwnof  f  Yre0f  falhng  graylinS  out  of  ^ason 
may  not  fall  upon  my  devoted  head. 

The  Apostle. 


filling  with  water,  thus  keeping  a  supply  which 
shall  not  allow  the  gill  fibres  to  adhere  together, 
and  thence  (of  necessity)  stop  respiration.  This 
beautiful  arrangement  is  a  framework  of  very 
delicate  bones,  each  connected  with  its  neighbour 
by  an  elastic  membrane  of  the  consistency  of 
gold-beater's  skin,  forming  a  fan-shaped  covering 
over  the  gills,  which  in  action  is  somewhat  like 
that  of  an  umbrella.  When  the  eel  wishes  to  take 
in  his  water  supply,  he,  as  it  were,  expands  the 
umbrella-shaped  framework  and  fills  the  reser- 
voir; and  to  expel  the  water  he  closes  the 
umbrella,  as  the  reservoir  is  no  longer  required. 

I  noticed  a  query  the  other  day  in  a  con- 
temporary  publication,    viz.,    "How    does  an 
Eel  Swim?"     They  swim  by  oscillating  the 
head  from  side  to  side,  the  body,  dorsal,  and 
anal  fins  mo  zing  in  lateral  flexures  throughout 
all  their  length,  and  these  undulations,  impacting 
against  the  water,  the  re-action  impels  the  fish 
forward  with  considerable  speed.    An  eel's  back- 
bone consists  of  200  to  250  vertebra? ;  each  one  is 
jointed  to  the  next  bone  with  a  minute  pad  of 
elastic  gristle  between  them,  and  this  formation 
allows  of  great  flexibility  of  movement.  When 
swimming,  eels  never  assume  vertical  curves, 
although  that  they  do  so  has  been  erroneously 
asserted,  and  incorrectly  illustrated;  in  some  old 
angling  books.  Eels  generally  swim  down  stream, 
and  are  most  active  when  thunder  is  about.  An 
old  Irish  fisherman  of  the  river  Shannon  used  to 
set  his  eel  nets  and  then  beat  a  drum.    He  said  • 
"Bedad,  sir,  it's  just  to  make  the  eels  run-  they 
think  it's  a  thundery  night !  " 

Esox  Lucius. 


THE  GUT  CROP  OF  1896-7. 

In  reporting  upon  the  gut  crop  of  1896-7,  I 
nave  to  announce  a  diminished  production  of  the 
shorter  lengths,  mostly  used  by  the  American 
market  and  the  Continent.  The  diminution 
amounts  to  about  one-third  of  the  crop,  and  later 
m  the  season  will  have  the  effect  of  hardening 
prices.  s 

Of  the  ordinary  kinds  for  the  English  market 
there  is  an  average  crop,  but  of  the  two  extremes 
(hnest  trout  and  heaviest  salmon)  the  supply  is 
by  no  means  equal  to  the  demand,  and  great 
difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  filling  orders  as 
the  season  advances,  the  more  especially  now  that 
America  and  the  Continent  are  taking  increasinely 
large  quantities.  s  J 

i  ^.^it/ this  season  is  fully  maintained  and 
leaves  little  to  be  desired.  Prices  for  the  present 
remain  practically  unchanged,  but  an  upward 
tendency  will  probably  be  shown  before  the  earliest 
shipments  of  next  season's  crop.-R.  Ramsbottom, 
81,  Market-street,  Manchester. 


EELS  IN  a  GRASS  FIELD. 

^iN  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  16,  Mr.  C  E  R 
Brocklebank  asks  whether  eels  are  often 'found 
on  land  stating  that  on  Dec.  31  last  he  had Ts 

nocturnal,  the  eels  selecting  a  rainy  ni^ht  i 
when  the  meadows  are  wet  with  heavy  Jew  On 

ducks  thlt  t^T  ,tr^g  5?  get  a  shot  ^  some 
flows  from  Poi  Sltched+ln  ^?  watercourse  which 
™  T  bpnng  to  Shiplake,  and  the  eels 
were  midway  across  the  marsh.  The  lateFrS 
Buckland  said  eels  are  enabled  to  travel  overland 
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(Continued  from  page  41.) 

J  une— Trout— Lakes. 
For  the  first  days,  until  about  the  10th  of  this 
month,  fish  rise  tolerably  well.    After  that  day 
on  Dromore  a  trout  is  not  to  be  killed  with  a  fly 
(except  by  the  merest  chance)  until  the  latter  part 

T  Jir  •  Incm(liu1in  hoIds  lonSer'  sa7.  the  24th 
£ 0ltelsno7  the  order  of  the  d  '  wifch  fc  ^ 

W  iCv *rnbacksi  OT  caches  for  pike  or 
lif fll  t*  Palmers  and  caterpillars  may  do  a 
little.    If  you  trout  fish  with  flies,  try  thi  deeps 

small0"  Sl%TrSeS'-W!,iere  ^u  ^chance  0Pn 
small  or  middling  sized  trouts;  the  lar<>e  ones 

tTe  l°e  d°sm  fHing  r,the  VaTUS  i-ecte0among 
tne  weeds  A  few  fish  may  be  taken  very  earlv 
or  very  late  with  flies,  but  the  earliest  hour  is  the 

reds  lit -figi  I  0it?n  trolled  two 

reds  and  fly  fished  with  another,  and  minded  all 
or  rather  eft  some  of  them  to  mind  themselves' 
with  the  lines  on  the  handles  of  the  wheeTs  and 
I  must  allow  that  I  have  often  suffered  f rem  an 
whoteoir  thf.V™<*™>  and  so  have  oSkS 

s  sKh» 

carried  to  a  certain  place.  speediij 
rm.   .  „      Juk— Trout— Rivers. 

rivl  oVLke6  w1^°Anith^t.hVear  for  trout  ^ 
m  ei  oijake^but  theAlmighty  Giyerof  all  good 

as  regards  hS^Sf'  "  PraCti°e  °f  An*lin*.  Particularly 


has  provided  us  with  amusement  and  recreation 
even  in  this  dead  season,  for  salmon  and  pike  are  tc 
be  had  plentifully  in  those  waters  where  they 
resort ;  and  if  a  flood  happens,  some  trout  may  be 
killed  with  fly  or  eel  fry,  or  with  common  bait 
worm,  by  those  who  practice  these  modes.  There 
is  nothing  to  be  added  as  to  flies,  those  already 
mentioned  hold  good  in  their  different  variations 
As  to  all  the  different  flies  that  may  be  thought 
ot  at  this  time,  particularly  the  minute  ones- 
spider,  wren,  soldiers,  little  blacks,  and  blues— let 
them  be  bought  at  the  fly  tiers ;  they  are  not 
worth  the  trouble  of  tying  by  anyone  accustomed 
to  take  large  fish. 

July— Trout— Lakes, 
Trolling  for  trout  and  pike  is  good  in  this 
month  and  the  trout  fry,  having  now  attained  a 
tolerable  degree  of  maturity,  are  easily  had  in  the 
little  brooks  adjoining  the  lakes.    According  to 
the  Scotch  philosophy  on  those  subjects,  those 
try  whose  growth  is  not  so  rapid  as  the  fry  of 
salmon  should  be  three  or  four  years  old  but 
having  carefully  watched  them  from  their  in- 
cipient state  when  they  first  appear,  and  when 
they  are  no  bigger  than  little  pins,  we  are  oblioed 
to  protest  (at  least,  so  far  as  regards  trout) 
against  those  doctrines.     If   floods  occur  in 
August,  they  are  swept  off,  and  no  more  of  a 
proper  size  to  be  had  for  the  season,  and  roach 
loach,  and  frogs  must  be  substituted.    Fly  fishin« 
is  as  bad  during  this  month  on  the  lakes  as  on  the 
rivers,  from  the  growth  of  the  weeds ;  some  few 
trout  may  be  taken  on  blowing  days  on  the  out- 
side deep  courses  or  in  the  deeps;  but  those 
generally  of  a  smaller  size,  little  gaudy  flies  are 
the  best  to  be  fished  with  in  July. 

At  night,  if  trout  feed,  or  very  early  in  the 
morning,  there  may  be  some  sport  by  matching 
the  fly  then  on  the  water ;  but  altogether  fly  fish^ 
mg  is  bad  during  this  month,  nor  is  it  very  o.00d 
until  about  the  10th  of  the  ensuing  month. 
August — Trout — Rivers. 
This  is  a  good  month;  floods  take  place  weeds 
decay,  flatten,  or    are  swept  off ;    trout  riee 
throughout  the  day,  particularly  from  3pm  to 
nine  or  ten  at  night.    The  kind  of  fly  on  the 
water  must  be  carefully  studied  and  matched  •  a 
fly  half  brown,  half  green,  is  excellent,  with  rale 
wmg  and  partridge  tail  mixed.    So  are  the  small 
sized  Inchiqum  flies,  and  various  shades  of  Hare's 
Ear  one  kind  very  light  coloured,  with  a  spotted 
white  owl  s  feather,  makes  a  capital  Moth  fly 
All  those  flies  not  very  large,  the  Grouse  Lochaber ' 
orange  body,  very  good  in  dark  water  or  clearing 
ot  a  flood ;  and,  at  such  times,  if  eel  fry,  small 
shrimps,  or  little  eels  can  be  procured,  they  are 
effective  for  large  trout  or  small  salmon.    I  do 
not  think  further  observation  necessary. 

August — Trout— Lakes. 
As  in  the  rivers  so  on  the  lakes,  weeds  decay 
and  trout  get  hungry  and  rise  well  j  they  are  now 
m  the  highest  perfection,  and  very  strong.  The 
tackle  as  strong  as  possible,  without  being  too 
coarse.    During  the  day  fish  with  one  gaudy  fly 
tail  or  dropper,  let  the  other  be  much  plainer  • 
after  sunset  never  fish  with  a  gaudy  fly-but  here" 
1  don  t  include  the  real  Dromore  or  Inchiquin  flv 
much  as  to  choice  will  depend  on  the  calmness  or 
roughness  of  the  evening.   And  accuracy  and 
judgment  must  decide  your  conduct-when  one 
set  ot  flies  fail  you  must  try  another ;  but  always 
observing  that  the  flies  after  sunset  must  be  i  ' 
good  deal  smaller  than  those  used  in  the  day 
1  he  half  green,  half  bright,  brown,  large  fly  with 
spotted  wing  is  at  this  time  a  great  favourite ;  but 
the  colours  I  now  prefer  are  deep,  bright  brown, 
with  go  d  cord  on  the  body,  slight  or  thick  accord- 
ing to  the  size  of  the  fly,  with  spotted  wing  and 
peacock  breast  feather  mixed,  and  this  for  i 
dropper    The  large  Westmeath  deep  brown  fly 
already  described  is  excellent  in  the  day,  and  so 
is  the  ruby  coloured  one,  but  it  is  strange  that  I 
have  never  found  them  answer  at  night.  Always 
mind  that  when  trout  are  rising  naturally  day  or 
night  to  fish  with  middling  sized  flies  of  the  kind 
on  the  water.    Large  flies  and  fancy  ones  do  very 
well  by  day  in  high  winds,  but  the  moment  the 
sun  begins  to  decline,  and  fish  commence  feeding 
be  guided  by  the  advice  I  give.  B 
Trolling  for  trout  and  pike  is  good  during'  this 
month  but  it  is  almost  a^pity  t!  make  ZVt  it 

krhflln-Will,odi?li8  pi<actice  undoubtedly 
hurts  fly  fishing.    So  that,  except  in  case  of  not 
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aaving  any  wind,  it  should  not  be  persisted  in, 
ind  even  so,  not  attempted  in  the  usual  feeding 
places,  which  are  generally  shallow. 

September — Rivers — Trout. 
In  this  month  you  are  likely  to  meet  large  trout, 
and  sometimes  a  stout  lump  of  a  salmon  with 
your  trout  fly,  so  do  not  fish  with  weak  tackle.  The 
Inchiquin  flies  of  all  kinds  now  do  their  work, 
either  plain  or  showy— the  Golden  Olives,  both 
spotted  wing  and  tied  Dromore  way,  that  is,  with 
breast  feather  peacock  and  mallard  wing,  and  blue 
head.  I  have  found  these  the  best  flies  in  all 
brooks  and  rivers;  and  in  all  those  which  are 
encumbered  with  bushes  or  weeds  I  have  fished 
with  only  one  fly— if  the  shores  were  clear,  with 
two. 

Trout — September — Lakes. 
The  flies,  for  the  most  part,  rather  larger  than 
in  August,  and  of  much  the  same  descriptions. 
The  Green  or  Yellow  Drake  is  as  good  now  as  in 
the  latter  end  of  May,  and,  for  a  change  I  have 
put  tinsel  on  the  bodies  of  some  of  a  smaller  size 
and  breast  feather  peacock  in  the  wing,  mixed 
with  the  yellow  mallard,  and  I  have  found  it  a 
most  killing  fly  in  the  day,  but  never  in  the 
evening,  late. 

An  entire  green  fur  fly,  with  gold  cord  on  the 
body  and  red  heckle,  is  now  very  good,  and  so  are 
all  descriptions  of  the  Dromore  and  Inchiquin, 
and  of  the  Hare's  Ear  shades,  with  twist  or  gold 
cord  on  the  body.  Large  trout  rise  now  in  the 
highest  glee  j  they  often  spring  out  of  the  water 
with  the  fly  in  their  mouth  before  they  are  struck ; 
will  rise  after  dark,  and  take  well ;  and  sometimes 
at  night  on  lee  shores  and  in  strong  winds.  It  is 
a  shame  to  troll  this  month,  the  fly  fishing  being 
usually  good.  About  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
the  pea  begins  to  swell,  and  trout  begin  to  lose 
their  condition  and  get  heavy;  yet  there  is  no 
likelier  time  to  get  a  very  splendid  large  he  fish. 
If  the  weather  is  soft  and  fine,  there  is  of  ten  a 
great  fall  of  the  ant  or  pismire  fly,  and  it  is 
curious  to  see  a  large  trout  picking  them  up 
singly,  when  he  could  devour  bunches  of  them  m 
a  lump.  At  this  time,  if  they  are  not  blown  off 
by  a  strong  wind,  it  is  useless  to  angle  ;  if  you  do, 
try  and  match  the  ant  colour— the  size  you 
cannot. 

(To  be  continued.) 


average,  a  result  largely  due  to  the  inclemency  of 
the  weather,  which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was 
very  touchy  in  July,  breaking  up  finally  on  Sept.  2, 
which  is,  even  for  this  climate  of  samples,  excep- 
tionally early.  The  mackerel  were  as  plentiful  as 
usual,  and  rather  over  the  average  in  size ;  but 
the  bass — they  were  a  case  of  annosa  vulpes,  &o. 
The  sand  smelts,  a  yearly  feature  of  Bourne- 
mouth fishing,  were  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely 
worth  the  catching ;  and  the  silver  whiting  gave 
only  about  three  days'  fast  sport  the  whole 
season.  Sharks  prevailed  unusually  far  east  last 
summer,  which  may  in  part  have  accounted  for  the 
scarcity  of  hooked  fish. 

Well,  it  is  over  now — the  baiting  and  the  un- 
hooking— and  the  rods  are  shelved,  and  the  reels 
emptied  of  their  frayed  fine,  the  gut  discarded, 
and  the  spinning  baits  ready  for  a  polish.  Truly, 
he  who  plays  at  sea  fishing  has  but  a  brief 
holiday  !  Nor,  indeed,  are  those  to  whom  it  is  no 
play,  the  gathering  of  this  harvest,  but  solemn 
earnest,  doing  much  just  now.  That  strange 
community  which — for  all  its  language  is  im- 
polite, its  beverage  not  cocoa,  its  views  of  "  mine  " 
and  "thine  "  occasionally  ambiguous — sends  brave 
recruits  to  man  our  fleet,  is  idling  its  time  away 
ashore,  living  perforce  on  credit,  pawning  the 
labours  and  the  risks  of  1897.  Let  us  hope  at 
any  rate  that  their  strifes  are  over,  the  endless 
wranglings  and  bickerings  between  east  and  west, 
the  battle  between  the  six-day  and  the  seven-day 
toilers.  It  is  not  a  picturesque  quarrel,  and  its 
continuance  must  operate  against  the  best 
interests  of  an  interest  already— goodness  knows  ! 
— sufficiently  handicapped. 

What  this  year  will  bring  forth  to  gladden  or 
grieve  that  still  stranger  type,  the  amateur,  who 
shall  say  P  The  sea  is  too  vast  to  admit  even  the 
most  careful  observer  to  the  degree  of  intimacy 
encouraged  by  a  trout  stream,  where  the  angler 
can  note  the  state  of  the  weeds,  the  colour  of 
the  water,  even  the  arrival  of  the  fish  on  the 
spawning  beds.  On  all  these  points  the  sea  is  a 
closed  book,  nor  is  prophecy  possible  until  after 
the  event.  F-  G.  Aflalo. 


ANGLERS  AND  THEIR  HAUNTS  * 


END  OF  THE  SEA  PISHING. 

Those  who  are  indifferent  to  cold  and  imper- 
vious to  east  wind  are  still,  I  verily  believe,  to  be 
found  placidly  angling  from  pier  or  boat  at  Deal, 
Yarmouth,  and  other  stations  famous  in  the 
annals  of  the  B.S.A.S  w 

For  the  most  part,  however,  all  but  the  most 
irrepressible  vote  this  winter  sea  fishing  very 
dull  sport,  and  the  grey  wintry  sea  but  a  cheerless 
playground  ;  and  if  they  hanker  after  the  water  s 
edge  at  all,  will  be  better  advised  to  take  a  turn  at 
the  early  salmon,  or,  in  humbler  vein,  seek  out 
the  winter  chub. 

For  my  own  insignificant  part,  I  rarely  go  forth 
after  the  first  days  of  November;  and  the  great 
inshoring  of  Deal  cod,  butchered  to  make  a 
B  S.A.S.  cup  day,  is  lost  to  me.  If  I  am  at  the 
coast  at  all  at  Christmas  time,  far  preferable  to 
me  is  a  good  stiff  walk  along  the  sand  flats, 
watching  the  plovers  and  other  shore  birds  as 
they  trip  among  the  pools  and  pick  up  a  living 
on  shell-fish. 

But  the  drawbacks  of  winter  fishing  are  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  hollow  mockery  ot 
spring  time.  Sea  fishing  from  January  unto  the 
time  at  which  the  early  summer  mackerel  once 
more  break  the  surface  is  a  snare  and  a  delusion ; 
indeed,  there  is  not  much  of  any  account,  m  the 
home  counties  at  any  rate,  for  a  good  five  months 
of  the  year.  Perhaps  the  very  worst  month  ot  all 
is  April,  for  the  scarcity  of  fish  is  not  even  com- 
pensated by  the  balmy  weather  that  prevails  a 
month  later.  .  .  . 

This  seems  the  time  for  reviewing  the  fishing 
of  the  past  year.  Of  a  truth,  1896,  which 
left,  I  believe,  much  to  be  desired  by 
salmon  and  trout  fishers,  was  a  remarkably 
poor  one  at  the  coast,  the  successful  autumn 
gatherings  at  Deal  notwithstanding.  Taking 
as  an  instance  the  Hampshire  coast,  on  which 
I  fished  from  day  to  day  for  the  best  part 
of  six  months,  the  fishing  was  far  below  the 


I  AM  not  going  to  say  much,  if  anything,  about 
angling,  that  is  as  regards  the  various  ways  of 
catching  fish.  This  would  be  quite  out  of  place 
unless  my  audience  was  composed  mainly  of 
anglers  or  persons  aspiring  to  become  anglers. 
Many  of  you  would,  I  fear,  not  understand  the 
subject. 

But  I  wish  to  show  you  as  far  as  1  am  able, 
that  we  anglers  find  pleasure  and  recreation  by 
the  water-side  even  if  we  do  sometimes,  nay  often, 
return  "  Ashless  "  from  a  day's  outing. 

What  is  an  angler  ?  He  is  supposed  to  be  an 
individual  who  goes  fishing  with  rod  and  line,  or 
line  only,  but  with  hooks.  He  is  a  fisherman, 
but  to  distinguish  him  from  the  fisherman  proper, 
who  uses  nets  and  other  engines  more  or  less 
destructive,  he  is  called  an  "  Angler." 

Now  angling  must  be  a  very  old  institution. 
We  who  are  devoted  to  this  form  of  recreation, 
generally  look  back  to  the  time  of  Walton  and 
Cotton  as  a  starting  point,  and  these  two  great 
anglers  may  have  looked  back  to  the  time  ot 
Dame  Juliana  Berners,  who  in  1496,  that  »  nearly 
100  years  before  the  birth  of  Izaak  Walton, 
published  a  famous  book  on  the  various  ways  of 
catching,  and,  another  very  important  item,  cook- 

m  We  must,  however,  go  much  farther  back  for 
the  first  mention  of  angling.  In  the  Holy  Bible 
we  find  that  in  the  time  of  the  prophets  angling 
was  not  an  unknown  pastime  ;  whether  tor 
pleasure  or  profit  is  not  made  clear.  In  Isaiah 
we  read  that  "The  fishers  also  shall  mourn,  and 
all  they  that  cast  angle  into  -the  brooks  shall 
lament."  In  the  fourth  chapter  of  Amos  :  '  1  hat 
He  will  take  you  away  with  hooks,  and  your 
posterity  witli  fish  hooks."  In  Habakkuk  we  also 
find:  "They  take  up  all  of  them  with  the  angle, 
they  catch  them  in  their  net." 

These  expressions  show,  therefore,  that  angling, 
or  catching  fish  with  hooks,  was  not  unknown 
some  600  or  800  years  before  the  Christian  era. 

Referring  to  Izaak  Walton  and  bis  famous 

'•Paper  read  by  Mr.  A.  C.  i»k  Boinvilmc  ("«»■"."' 
Pario  '*)  at  a  meetuS  of  the  St.  Job.,  a  Rocmativj;  Anocifr 
.tion,  Altrincliam,  Cheshire,  on  <th  December,  UWB. 


book,  the  "Compleat  Angler,'"  the  first  edition 
was  published  in  1653.  Five  or  six  years  ago  the 
handsome  sum  of  £310  was  paid  for  a  copy  ot 
this  first  edition.  This,  however,  has  been  sur- 
passed, as  one  day  last  week  a  similar  copy  was 
sold  at  auction,  fetching  the  tidy  sum  of  £415. 
If  any  person  present  is  the  happy  possessor  of 
a  copy  of  the  1653  edition,  it  had  better  be  put 
under  lock  and  key  with  the  family  jewels  and 
plate. 

Angling  is  generally  referred  to  as  the  "  gentle 
art."  What  there  is  very  gentle  about  it  in  some 
of  its  branches  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  For 
instance,  what  can  be  said  of  the  modus  operandi 
of  the  salmon  angler,  who,  dressed  in  a  wading 
costume  of  waterproof  material,  long,  heavy, 
ungainly  looking  trousers  reaching  up  to  his  arm- 
pits, with  boots,  or  brogues,  as  we  call  them, 
weio-hing  several  pounds,  walks  into  a  rapid  stream 
waist  deep,  and  armed  with  a  20ft.  long  rod,  casts 
a  heavy  line  over  all  the  likely  spots  from  which  he 
hopes  to  coax  a  salmon  to  its  destruction  ? 

In  many  cases  the  stream  is  so  strong  he  has 
great  difficulty  in  keeping  his  footing,  and  some- 
times even  for  safety  he  is  held  by  a  rope  made 
fast  to  a  belt.  The  exertion  makes  him  reek  with 
perspiration,  and  after  a  few  minutes  of  this  hard 
labour,  he  crawls  out  on  to  the  bank,  panting,  for 

What  can  we  see  gentle  about  this?  To  my 
mind,  it  is  making  a  labour  of  pleasure ;  but  then 
I  have  not  been  a  successful  salmon  angler and 
possibly  for  that  reason  may  not  be  in  a  position 
to  appreciate  the  charms  of  that  kind  of  sport. 
I  think,  therefore,  that  the  adjective  "gentle 
might  well  be  dropped  as  superfluous,  if  we  are 
to  include  in  the  "art  of  angling"  all  the 
branches  appertaining  to  it.  The  greater  number 
of  anglers,  it  may  be  presumed  all,  began  early 
in  life  to  taste  the  delights  of  roaming  by  the 
river  bank,  or  in  the  meadow  near  a  pond.  The 
tackle  probably  then  consisted  of  the  proverbial 
hazel  stick,  a  bit  of  cotton,  and  a  bent  pin,  not 
forgetting  as  part  of  the  equipment  the  tin,  bottle, 
or  pickle  jar  ready  filled  with  water  to  receive  the 
hoped  for  minnow  or  jack-sharp. 

I  remember  those  days,  nearly  forty  years  ago, 
when  my  father,  on  half -holidays,  took  my 
brothers  and  myself  to  a  stream  some  two  miles 
from  our  home  in  the  East  of  France.  There, 
under  the  shade  of  a  willow  ^ee  or  alder  bush,  be 
would  prepare  a  sermon,  while  we  were  doing  our 
utmost  to  beguile  the  poor  minnows,  and  kept 
disturbing  him,  until,  putting  his  notes  aside,  he 
would  join  us,  and  to  our  great  delight  catch  a 
little  fish  himself;  and  I  am  not  exaggerating 
when  I  say  he  was  quite  as  excited  at  the  capture, 
as  were  his  boys.  .  , 

After  awhile  the  lad  fishes  more  seriously,  and 
with  better  tackle.  He  gets  into  his  teens,  and, 
if  successful,  continues  following  the  sport  until 
it  perhaps  becomes  a  hobby.  If  unsuccessful, 
very  likely  he  is  not  a  born  angler  the  rod  is 
laid  aside,  and  some  other  pastime  takes  hold  ot 
his  young  ideas.  . 

Later  on,  again,  the  successful  angling  youth 
finds  other  things  to  notice  and  study  besides  the 
fish  he  is  endeavouring  to  capture.  Birds,  plants, 
trees,  general  scenery,  all  combine  to  occupy  his 
mind ;  and  he  takes  such  an  interest  in  tins 
happy  combination  of  beautiful  things,  that  as 
long  as  he  lives  he  sallies  forth  with  rod  and  line, 
these  being  his  main  excuse  for  his  periodical 
visits  to  the  water-side. 

All  writers  on  angling  matters  are  agreed  on 
one  point,  and  that  is  that  we  anglers  can  and  do 
enioy  nature's  beauties  as  well,  if  not  bettor,  than 
other  mortals.  Of  course,  amongst  our  number 
there  are  a  few  black  sheep,  who  care  only  for  the 
actual  capture  or  destruction  ot  fish.  We  call 
them  "  pot-hunters,"  though,  unfortunately,  m 
many  cases  the  fish  they  have  taken  are  wasted, 
for  they  are  not  really  destined  to  feed  the  pot, 
but  merely  intended  to  be  shown  as  trophies  ol 
their  skill,  and  to  take  the  shine  out  of  other  loss 
lucky  or  less  greedy  brother  sportsmen.  These 
men  do  not  deserve  the  title  of  "  sportsmen. 

I  must  here  quote  an  eminent  author.  He 


The  art  of  angliug  is  one  of  the  most  agree- 
able and  morally  improving  in  the  entire  range  of 
rural  sports.  .  . 

"  It  is  cultivated  with  more  care  and  assiduity 
in  (heat  Britain  than  in  any  other  country. 

Where  its  inhabitants  have  fostered  m 
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connection  with  it  a  more  ardent  love  of  the 
beauties  of  external  nature  .  .  .  than  any 
other  people. 

"They  mingle  the  spiritual  and  the  contem- 
plative with  the  manly  and  active;  and  to  saunter 
by  the  banks  of  the  river  and  the  brook  is  to 
them  redolent  of  the  most  refreshing  pleasures 
and  charming  associations." 

This,  mind  you,  is  written  by  an  American.  A 
little  farther  on  he  says  : 
"  As  the  English  are  methodical,  even  in  their 

recreations  "  _ 

I  think  he  might  have  said,  "  Especially  in  their 
recreations." 

"  As  the  English  are  methodical  even  in  their 
recreations,  and  are  the  most  scientific  of  sports- 
men, it  has  been  reduced  among  them  to  a  perfect 
rule  and  system.  Indeed,  it  is  an  amusement 
peculiarly  adapted  to  the  mild  and  highly  culti- 
vated scenery  of  England,  where  every  roughness 
has  been  softened  away  from  the  landscape." 

He  then  refers  to  limpid  streams  running 
f  In-.. ugh  ornamental  grounds,  along  rich  pastures, 
within  sight  of  the  village  church,  and  so  on. 

This  is  all  very  pretty,  and  certainly  describes 
the  "  mild  scenery."  He  does  not  mention,  or  is 
nol  acquainted  with,  a  different  class  of  scenery 
dear  to  the  heart  of  many  an  English  angler— 
i  Ik:  rough  tumbling  stream  of  the  moor,  far  away 
from  village  church  or  any  civilised  building;  and 
such  scenery  as  we  enjoy  in  Derbyshire  is  rather 
wild,  not  mild. 

Whether  the  season  be  summer  or  winter, 
spring  or  autumn,  anglers  are  always  ready  to 
see  and  acknowledge  some  particular  attraction 
at  the  water-side,  and  body  and  mind  are  equallv 
benefited.  J 
All  classes  of  men  now  go  angling,  many  of 
whom  find  it  the  only  available  relaxation  from 
the  continual  treadmill  of  their  daily  occupation 
and  are  thereby  brought  into  close  contact  with 
delightful  scenery,  and  by  breathing  freely  the 
pure  air  ol  the  country,  not  only  are  enabled  to 
reinvigorate  their  bodies,  but  at  the  same  time 
exalt  their  minds,  and  often  take  a  useful  lesson 
m  patience  and  perseverance. 

Mr.  Pritt,  a  great  Yorkshire  angler  and  writer 
says  somewhere,  "  That  whether  the  time  of  year 
tu?  ?r  ,November,  the  angler  who  hears  the 
chill  wind  s  heavy  sigh,  and  sees  the  last  few  leaves 
tall  into  the  fleeting  river,  will  find  as  much  food 
tor  reflection  as  he  who  sallies  forth  when  the 
country  is  like  a  garden." 

Within  a  very  few  miles  of  us  there  are  many 
brooks  and  streamlets  which  only  require  search- 
ing for  to  well  repay  the  angler  or  admirer  of 
rural  scenery;  few  of  these,  however,  are  dis- 
covered except  by  anglers.  The  general  public 
goes  for  a  walk  along  our  Cheshire  lanes^  and 
must  be  content  to  pad  along  the  road  or  foot- 
path, perhaps  occasionally  getting  through  or 
f™  a+1feTe'  ProsPecting  a  little  distance 
tiom  the  legal  thoroughfare;  but  the  fear  of 
committing  a  trespass  curtails  these  exploring 
expeditions.         »  r  ° 

But  the  angler  obtains  from  a  good-natured 
farmer  or  landowner  permission  to  fish  a  brook 
and  he  roams  along  the  bank,  through  meadows 
and  fields  without  fear  of  interference,  far  aw!y 
from  road  or  path;  and  here,  according  to  the 

SlVff^  Jea\ihe  ^  come  across  b^ks 
thickly  studded  with  wild  flowers-snowdrops 
nestling  under  copsewood,  violets,  wood  anemones, 
hyacinths,  daffodi  s  in  yellow  masses,  carpets  of 
primroses,  &c.  All  these  in  profusion,  and  for 
his  sole  enjoyment;  too  far  from  the  public 
thoroughfare  for  people  to  risk  gathering  them! 
or  trampling  them  down,  for  both  farmer  and 

treSseTs  S00n  P°UnCe  d°Wn  UP°n  the 
Of  course-ihe  farmers  growing  crops  or  high 
grass  must  be  respected;  fences  must  not  he 
hl°  oW(rVYnd  gat6S  are  generally  expected  to 
™  J  ?  t    •    Q  out  tbese  principles  of 

ftp.  Ja^mU"  V*  3ngler  Wil1  never  be  molested 
except  perhaps  by  an  awkward -bull  or  a  poor 
horse  maddened  by  the  cruel  bite  of  a  gadfly  I 
have  a  happy  knack  when  getting  over  a  fence  to 
survey  the  meadow  or  field  I  am" about t entei 
and  it  from  the  top  of  a  gate  or  bank  I  detect  a 
bull,  however  quietly  he  may  be  grazing, and I  eveS 

^VS/\w  urthest  end  of  a  ten  ac*>  field  I 
conclude  that  there  are  no  fish  worth  angling  for 
m  that  part  of  the  stream  I  was  bound  for,  at 
least  not  from  the  side  occupied  by  my  friend  I 


love  bulls — when  they  are  on  the  other  side  of  a 
strong  fence. 

I  believe  most  of  you  will  remember  a  very 
interesting  lecture  which  Mr.  Wainright  gave  us 
mine  months  ago.  It  was  the  opening  lecture  of 
our  association  last  season,  and  as  Mr.  Wainright 
took  us  to  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  he  stopped  at 
Paris  and  poked  fun  at  French  sportsmen,  not 
forgetting  the  poor  angler.  If  I  remember  well, 
he  spoke  of  that  worthy  individual  who,  having 
caught  a  small  fish,  was  immediately  surrounded 
by  the  onlookers,  when  a  burly  Englishmen  who 
was  present  shrugged  his  shoulders,  exclaiming, 
"  Miserable  Jack-sharp,  in  my  country  we  catch 

fish  so  long  ?  " 

More  probably  than  not  this  Englishman  had 
never  caught  a  fish  in  his  life. 

Now,  curiously  enough,  at  the  very  time  our 
good  vicar  and  president  was  giving  us  this 
description  of  French  sport,  an  article  of  mine 
was  in  the  press  alluding  to  the  light  in  which 
British  anglers  are  viewed  by  Frenchmen,  and 
the  shortest  way  of  giving  you  an  illustration  of 
this  will  be  to  read  you  an  extract  from  that  article, 
entitled  "  What  the  Frenchman  says." 

I  must  first  of  all  explain  that  I  was  winding 
up  a  very  unproductive  day's  sport  in  the  neigh 
bourhood  of  Burton,  when,  by  chance,  I  met  a 
French  tramp,  who  was  on  his  way  to  Liverpool 
from  Derby.  After  a  short  conversation  in  my 
mother  tongue,  he  suddenly  asked  me  whether  I 
thought  Englishmen  were  really  the  tip-top 
sportsmen  they  professed  to  be.  His  idea  was 
they  were  not  a  patch  on  the  Americans  and 
Canadians  he  had  met,  and  who  mostly  went  for 
big  game;  and  this  is  what  he  said  about  the 
anglers  in  particular : 

"  You  Englishmen,"  for,  mind  you,  I  did  not 
let  out  that  I  was  a  Frenchman,  "  You  English- 
men sportsmen?  You  are  only  quacks.  . 
The  first  thing  you  do  is  to  get  behind  a  little  stick, 
such  as  is  used  in  my  country  for  a  '  diligence ' 
or  cart  whip  stock.  You  fix  it  up  with  a  bit  of 
catgut,  then  you  tie  a  bunch  of  feathers  on  to  a 
hook,  which  is  more  or  less  securely  fixed  to  the 
catgut,  and  you  go  creeping  along  like  a  thief, 
hiding  behind  walls,  trees,  ana!  bushes,  on  the 
look- out  for  a  poor  minnow  or  gudgeon,  but  very 
rarely  seeing  anything.  Some  of  you  put  on  high 
boots,  or  even  bags  with  legs  and  boots  attached, 
and  go  into  the  water,  driving  all  the  little  fish 
before  you  until  you  get  them  into  a  corner. 
Then  you  throw  that  bunch  of  feathers  at  them, 
hoping  to  knock  one  on  the  head. 
c  "Idon'tmean  to  say  that  occasionally  a  large 
fash  does  not  get  hooked.  This  is  not  astonishing, 
tor  some  of  them  must  feel  most  insulted  at  your 
intrusion  and,  taking  the  matter  seriously  to  heart, 
bolt  the  feathered  hook  with  the  idea  that  they 
will  destroy  the  fiendish  thing  which  you  are 
chucking  at  the  little  ones. 

i.  !'-T^exn  T113;*  naPPens?  You  big  Britisher, 
behind  the  little  stick,  pull  away  hard,  and  if  the 
fash  does  not  come  at  once,  you  begin  to  turn  a 
machine,  something  like  a  coffee  mill  or  police- 
man s  rattle,  which  makes  such  a  fearful  grating 
noise  that  your  poor  victim's  teeth  are  set  on 
edge ;  his  nerves  are  so  affected  by  the  rasping 
sound,  that  he  soon  loses  his  head,  and,  meanest 
oi  ail  dodges  you  secure  him  by  slipping  a  net 
under  him  Youthen  get  out  of  the  water,  and 
pound  his  brains  out  on  the  nearest  rock  " 

That  is  what  a  Frenchman  says  of  the  British 
angler.    I  must  admit  this  fellow  was  a  clever 

So  did  i     seemed  to  eni°J  the  J'oke  immenseiy- 

miS?at?Wr2ff-t0  °UV  anglinS  clubs  and  tbe 
matches  they  fash  in  our  neighbourhood 

In  Manchester  and  Salford  alone  we  have  some 
Sir     u  t0  f01'ty  clubs  or  associations,  the 

Sutsoorf  m°stly  working  men> and  *umb- 

This  does  not  represent  more  than  one-third  of 

MLTglerSmWll0Tlive  within  eight  miles  of 

SnSft^T11  Ha!L  1  think  1  am  C01rect  in 
3  thetotal  J^ber  of  Manchester  district 

SflvbviH  CGwS  1°'000-1  Then  Bolton>  OUham, 
btaly budge,  Wigan,  and  other  Lancashire  centres 

memW«  f 'i  °Wn  °lubs'  the  larSer  Proportion  of 
whS!  he^ng  to  the  hard  working  class 
which  earns  its  living  underground. 

res7Snovren^Treilikel,y  to  eiW  a  few  hours 
^Seraf  ri™  or  canal  .bank, 

They  are  especially  fond  of  meeting  in  friendly 


competition,  and  on  account  of  this,  all  our  local 
waters  are  well  patronised  when  angling  matches 
are  promoted. 

In  reference  to  these  matches,  you  will  be 
shown  presently  a  few  slides  which  will  give  you 
an  idea  of  the  class  of  angler  who  will  sit  for 
hours  together  on  the  edge  of  a  canal  or  reservoir 
bank  waiting  for  a  bite. 

The  majority  of  these  matches  take  place  on  the 
Worsley  Canal,  between  Barton  and  Leigh,  a 
length  of  eleven  miles  or  so,  which  is  rented  by  ai 
committee  of  gentlemen,  who  very  generously,  for 
a  small  charge,  allow  anglers  to  fish  to  their  \ 
heart's  content. 

Some  of  these  matches  are  very  well  patronised, 
three  in  which  I  acted  as  one  of  the  officials  last 
August  bringing  together  225,  375,  and  700 
anglers  respectively. 

These  numbers  seem  large,  but  are  far  below  I 
the  average  muster  at  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant matches  promoted  by  our  neighbours,  the 
Sheffielders. 

One  of  the  difficulties  an  angler  has  to  contend 
with,  if  he  is  a  mar-ried  man,  is  the  strong 
objection  raised  by  his  wife  to  his  periodical,  j 
sometimes  frequent,  outings  in  search  of  sport. 
Now,  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  if  once  a  lady  - 
takes  to  the  "  gentle  art "  (I  am  using  the  word 
"  gentle  "  now),  she  is  far  more  likely  to  become 
an  enthusiast  than  we  of  the  sterner  sex.  This  I 
can  vouch  for,  because  it  has  been  my  lot  to  pass 
through  the  mill.  Some  time  back,  during  a  stay 
at  Filey,  on  the  Yorkshire  coast,  my  wife  elected 
to  come  out  with  me  in  one  of  the  cobles,  and 
brought  with  her  a  book,  she  intending  to  read 
while  I  did  the  fishing.  Our  boatman  persuaded 
her  to  have  a  hand-line  over  the  side,  and  before 
long  she  felt  a  nibble,  then  a  tug,  and  she  pulled 
m  a  kicking,  silvery  whiting.  The  excitement  was 
intense,  and  eagerly  the  line  went  overboard  again. 
A  few  seconds  later  another  fish  was  hooked,  and 
it  was  then  all  over  with  book  reading.  Her  whole 
attention  was  for  the  time  being  concentrated 
on  that  line,  and  the  oft  repeated  ejaculation, 
"  Got  another !  "  led  me  to  suppose  the  angling  " 
fever  was  coming  on  apace.    And  it  did ! 

Never  was  anyone  so  thoroughly  stricken  down 
with  the  malady,  and  day  after  day  we  went  out 
for  our  couple  of  hours'  fishing,  and,  as  was  often 
the  case,  my  wife's  catch  of  mackerel  was  better 
than  mine.  This  year  we  happened  to  again  visit 
the  East  Coast,  and,  being  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Filey,  my  better  half  proposed  we  should  run 
over  to  that  beautiful  bay  and  do  a  little  fishing. 
Needless  to  say,  it  had  to  be.  Therefore,  to 
all  anglers  who  find  it  difficult  to  get  the  wife 
of  their  bosom  to  see  the  attraction  of  their 
favourite  sport  in  the  right  light,  I  will  say:  ) 
"Endeavour  to  get  her  to  catch  the  fever."  It 
works  wonders. 

By  the  bye,  a  few  days  ago  I  read  the  follow- 
mg  m  a  well  known  weekly  paper  :  "  An  alleged 
authority  on  mankind  has  given  his  views  on  the 
sort  of  men  who  make  the  best  husbands. 
Among  the  really  nice  ones  he  classes  the  man 
who  is  fond  of  fishing,  the  lawyer,  and  the  all- 
round  journalist."   

The  lanternist  was  Mr.  F.  Bibby,  of  Manchester, 
and  the  slides  were  mostly  photographs  by  Mr. 
Bibby,  consisting  of  views  of  the  Thames,  Wye 
(Derbyshire),  Wyre,  Bollin,  &o. 


PRESENTATION  TO  ALDERMAN 
ALFRED  NUTHALL,  J.P. 
(PRESIDENT  OF  THE  THAMES  ANGLING 
PRESERVATION  SOCIETY.) 


The  Committee  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
™  r,°„ciety  entertained  their  energetic  President. 
Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  Aid.,  J.P.,  at  a  complimentary  ' 
dinner  m  the  old  Piscatorial  Saloon  of  the  Hoi- 
born  Restaurant,  on  Thursday  evening,  Jan  21 
to  commemorate  his  twenty-first  year  as  a  mem- 
ber ot  the  society,  and  to  mark  their  appreciation 
ot  his  valuable  services.  The.  idea  was  happy, 
not  only  in  its  conception,  but  in  its  execution,  as 
rarely  have  the  members  and  their  friends  spent 
an  evening  more  pleasant  or  more  replete  with 
g°°d  fellowship.  Mr.  R.  B.  Mar&ton  (editor  of 
the  Fishing  Gazette),  one  of.  the  vice-presidents  of 
the  I.A.P.S.,  occupied  the  chair,  and  was  sup. 
ported  by  the  following :  Messrs-Charles  Nuthall. 
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Aid.,  J.P.,  W.  H.  Nutkall,  J.P.,  M.  Davenport, 
C.C.,  Fred  Berry,  T.  W.  Fullilove,  J.  Sams,  H. 
G.  Young,  H.  W.  Higgins,  Arthur  Price,  V.-P., 
T.  Crumplen,  J.  Elsmore,  H.  Afford,  —  Cox, 
E.  Foreman,  M.  H.  Blarney,  H.  D.  Owens,  Stacey, 
S.  Shurn,  F.  H.  Amphlett,  G.  H.  Howard,  Elsden, 
T.  Benstead,  F.  Allison,  J.  P.  Coughlan,  Dr. 
Startin,  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  (secretary). 

Mr.  Alfred  Nutliall  occupied  the  chair  on  the 
chairman's  right.  Dinner  was  laid  at  half-past 
six  o'clock,  and  served  in  the  well  known  manner 
of  the  dinners  at  the  Holborn.  Dessert  being 
finished, 

The  Chairman  rose  to  propose  the  toast  of 
'  The  Queen,  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales,  and 
the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family."  He  said  that  in 
connection  with  this  toast  he  would  like  to  say 
that  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  "Wales  was  at  present 
giving  his  time  and  attention  to  celebrating  the 
sixtieth  year  of  Her  Majesty's  reign  by  promoting 
a  Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the 
Imperial  Institute,  and  as  he  (Mr.  Marston), 
together  with  Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Col.  distance, 
and  Lord  March,  had  been  appointed  as  the 
Inland  Fisheries'  Committee,  he  wished  to  ask  the 
assistance  of  those  present  to  make  the  exhibition  a 
success.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  committee,  the 
Prince  of  Wales  (who  was  in  the  chair)  invited  sug- 
gestions, and  he  (Mr.  Marston)  proposed  that  a 
working  model  of  the  River  Thames  should  be 
constructed  in  the  Inland  Fisheries'  Department. 
It  was  his  idea  to  have  a  miniature  Thames  fifty 
or  sixty  feet  in  length,  showing  the  banks,  villages, 
towns,  bridges,  docks,  and  locks  situated  on  it, 
and  stocked  with  trout  fry.  Everything  necessary 
to  the  construction  of  this  model  Thames  was 
there,  and  as  the  idea  was  very  favourably  re- 
ceived, he  was  asked  to  see  what  could  be  done 
towards  carrying  it  out,  and  he  hoped  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  would  come  for- 
ward and  render  all  the  help  it  could. 

The  applause  with  which  Mr.  Marston's  speech 
was  greeted  having  subsided,  the  toast  was  drunk 
with  musical  honours. 

Later  in  the  evening  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
again  rose  to  propose  the  toast,  "  Our  Guest." 
In  the  course  of   an  eloquent   and  apprecia- 
tive speech,  he  said  it  was  to  him,  not  only 
a  pleasure  but  an  honour  to  have  the  duty 
of  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening.    He  had 
known  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall  for  nearly  twenty 
years,  and  he  deemed  it  a  pleasure  to  be  asked  to 
preside  on  this  occasion.    He  would  not,  he  said, 
make  a  flowery  speech,  but  would  tell  them  some- 
thing of  the  many  things  Mr.  Nuthall  had  done. 
His  connection  with  the  Thames  Angling  Preser- 
vation Society  began  on  July  3,  1873,  when  he 
became  a  member.    In  1875  Mr.  Nuthall  was 
elected  to  the  Committee  ;  in  1888  he  was  made 
Deputy-Chairman  ;  and,  in  the  December  of  the 
same  year,  was  made  Treasurer  and  Chairman. 
In  1892,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Thomas  Spreckley. 
It  was  under  his  supervision  that  the  netting 
of  the  various  reservoirs  was  carried  on,  and 
much  valuable  stock  restored  to  the  Thames. 
With  regard  to  the  question    of  re-stocking, 
he  (the  Chairman)  would  like  them  to  remember 
that  the  Thames  had  been  well  re-stocked  by 
the  T.A.P.S.  with  mature  fish,  able  to  survive 
the  floods  and  the  wash  'of  the  steam  launches, 
taken    from    the    various    reservoirs    on  the 
river's  banks  by  permission  of  the  water  com 
panies.    The  T.A.P.S.  were  doing  good  work,  and 
his  advice  to  them  would  be  to  continue  m  the 
same  useful  paths.  The  reservoirs,  he  said,  would 
always  be  a  fruitful  source  of  fresh  stock  for  the 
river  which  they  all  loved  so  well.    He  was  glad 
to  say  the  Thames  was  getting  purer  every  year,  as 
could  easily  be  proved  by  the  fact  that  every  day 
fresh  water   fish  were  coming   down  farther, 
and  salt  water  fish   going    up    farther.  Mr. 
Nuthall    was    also    energetic    in    heading  de- 
putations to  the  Thames    Conservancy  Board 
on  the  question  of  poaching  and  other  evils,  and 
the  men  in  the  future  who  will  look  back  and 
review  their  work  can  only  say  that  the  T.A.P.S., 
its  Committee,  and  offieers  had  done  their  duty. 
Mr.  Marston  then  referred  to  the  vexed  question 
of  netting  below  Isleworth  Church,  and  urged  the 
society  to  endeavour  to  buy  up  all  rights  of  the 
netters,- and  throw  the  whole  river  open  from  the 
City  Stone,  at  Staines,  to  London, and  entirely  do 
away  with  netting.     Throughout  his,  speech  Mr. 
'Marston  evoked  considerable  applause   by  Ins 
complimentary,  but  obviously  sincere,  references 


to  the  guest  of  the  evening.  He  concluded  by 
enumerating  some  of  the  many  honours — muni- 
cipal, masonic,  local,  and  sporting — borne  by  Mr. 
Nuthall.  He  then,  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 
presented  the  guest  of  the  evening  with  a  hand- 
some and  costly  silver  inkstand  as  a  more  lasting 
memento  of  their  esteem  and  appreciation. 

The  inkstand,  which  was  passed  round  for  the 
inspection  of  those  present,  bore  the  following 
inscription : 

"  Presented  to  Alderman  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P., 
on  behalf  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  by  the  members  of  the  committee  in 
recognition  of  his  services  during  a  period  of 
twenty-one  years.    January  21, 1897." 

On  the  back,  the  following  contributors'  names 
were  engraved : 


S.  Whitbread 
H.  W.  Huggins 
R.  B.  Marston 
Andrew  Pears 
Fred  Berry 
W.  F.  Grimmett 
"W.  H.  Elsmore 
T.  Crumplen 
M.  H.  Blarney 
A.  Price 


('..  W.  Elsden 
0,  H.  Wheeley 
M.  Davenpori 
W.  .1 .  Gornm 
(  K  H.  Harrison 
Dr.  Coates 
Sir  W.  Ellis.  Bt. 
O.  S.  Nuthall 
Dr.  Startin 
W.  H.  Jackson 


that  as  a  result  another  grand  consignment 
of  fish  would  be  added  to  the  river. 

Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall  said  that  before  the 
company  separated  he  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  as  to  Mr.  Brougham's  services  to  the 
Society,  and  referred  in  eulogistic  terms  to  the 
long  connection  Mr.  Brougham  had  had  with  that 
Society  as  secretary. 

Mr.  Brougham  thanked  Mr.  Nuthall  for  his 
kindly  sentiments,  and  the  company  for  their 
endorsement  of  them.  He  had,  he  said,  been 
secretary  for  forty  years,  and  hoped  that  during 
all  that  time  had  honestly  striven  to  do  his  duty. 
Referring  to  the  question  of  netting  at  Isleworth, 
he  said,  the  netters  could  not  be  bought  out,  but 
at  present  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board  had 
the  names  of  only  thirteen  authorised  netters  on 
their  books,  and  when  they  die  off  netting  will 
cease. 

The  company  broke  up  at  an  early  hour,  ha  \  ing 
spent  a  thoroughly  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening. 


Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  in  rising  to  reply,  was 
greeted  with  prolonged  applause,  and  some 
minutes  elapsed  before  it  had  subsided  sufficiently 
to  allow  him  to  proceed.  He  said  he  had  to  thank 
Mr.  Marston  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  he  had 
proposed  his  health,  and  those  present  for  the  way 
in  which  they  had  received  it.  As  for  his  work 
done  in  connection  with  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society,  he  feared  it  was  but  little 
(cries  of  "  No  !  No  !  "),  but  whatever  he  had  done 
was  always  a  labour  of  love.  When  he  accepted 
the  position  of  president  he  remembered  he  had 
to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  such  a  man  as  the 
late  Mr.  Thomas  Spreckley.  He  always  tried  to 
do  his  best,  and  in  that  endeavour  he  would  say  he 
had  been  much  helped  by  the  vice-presidents,  the 
committee,  and  Mr.  Brougham.  The  committee 
had  done  a  great  deal  of  good  work,  not  only  in 
the  way  of  preservation,  but  also  in  re-stocking 
the  Thames.  The  presentation,  which  they  were 
kind  enough  to  make  him,  he  would  always 
regard  as  a  token  of  goodwill  and  esteem  from 
brother  anglers. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Nuthall's  reply,  Mr. 
T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ")  read  telegrams  from 
Mr.  Walter  Bach  and  Mr.  Lawes,  regretting  their 
inability  to  be  present,  and  sending  their  heartiest 
good  wishes  to  Mr.  Nuthall. 

In  the  intervals  many  of  the  members  of  the 
society  entertained  the  company  with  songs.  Mr. 
Cox  sang  "  Meet  Me  at  the  Golden  Gate,"  with 
tambourine  and  piano  accompaniment ;  and  Mr. 
Charles  Nuthall,  J.P.,  rendered  the  old-time 
favourite,  "The  Village  Blacksmith,"  m  capital 
style.  Mr.  Fred  Berry  (who,  in  addition  to  being 
a  humourist  of  no  mean  order,  is  an  admirable 
exponent  of  character)  gave  "Paddy  Stole  the 
Rope,"  with  a  perfect  imitation  of  the  genuine 
brogue.  Mr.  W.  H.  Ellesmore  weighed-in  with  a 
delightfully  old-fashioned  comic  with  a  fol-de-rol 
chorus.  Mr.  F.  Allison,  who  can  boast  of  a 
splendid  voice,  gave  "I  Fear  no  Foe,"  and  in 
response  to  an  encore,  obliged  with  "  The  Mighty 
Deep  •  "  and  Mr.  Willie  Nuthall  also  contributed 
a  charming  song,  "If  Doughty  Deeds."  Mr. 
Wharton- Wells,  who  was  at  the  piano,  played  a 
solo,  refined  in  feeling  and  execution. 

Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  when  the  music  and  singing 
had  concluded,  rose  to  propose  the  "  Health  of  the 
Chairman."  In  a  brief  speech,  he  said  he  would 
take  the  opportunity  of  expressing  his  pleasure  at 
being  present  at  what  waa  undoubtedly  a  historic, 
as  well  as  a  friendly  party,  and  of  adding  his 
testimony  to  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall's  many  services, 
not  only  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  but  to  the  great  body  of 
anglers  generally.  His  duty  as  proposer  of  the 
health  of  the  chairman  was,  he  said,  one  ot  the 
greatest  pleasure.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  was  known 
to  all  anglers,  and  in  connection  with  angling 
literature  was  known  all  over  the  world.  The  duty, 
however,  was,  he  said,  an  easy  one,  as  any  toast 
with  whicli  Mr.  Marston's  name  was  associated 
would  be  sure  to  evoke  applause. 

The  Chairman,  in  replying,  said  he  could 
again  assure  them  it  was  a  great  honour  to  him 
to  preside  on  this  occasion. 

,  Mr  W  H.  Bkouoiiam  (Secretary)  announced 
that  the  Barnes  reservoir  of  the  West  Middlesex 
Waterworks  would  be  netted  shortly,  and  hoped 


THE  FLYFISHERS'  CLUB. 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  will  be 
the  guest  of  the  Flyfishers'  Club  at  its  annual 
dinner,  to  be  presided  over  by  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B, 
Cox,  on  the  3rd  prox.  Among  the  entertainment 
to  be  provided  for  the  company  will  be  a  quartette 
of  glee  singers ;  solos  by  the  well-known  flautist, 
Mr.  W.  L.Barrett;  and  recitations  by  the  veteran 
Bohemian,  Mr.  Odell. 


THE  NOTTINGHAM  WELLINGTON 
ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

THE*  POLLUTION  OF  THE  TRENT. 
The  half-yearly  dinner  held  under  the  auspices  of  tho 
Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Society,  the  premier  local 
piscatorial  organisation,  took  place  in  the  Masonic  Hall, 
Nottingham,  on  Tuesday  evening,  Jan.  1!).  It  had  been 
expected  that  Sir  Hy.  Bromley  would  have  oceupied  the 
chair,  hut  he  sent  a  telegram  expressing  regret  at  his 
inability  to  undertake  the  position.  In  his  absence  Mr. 
G.  H.  Howard  (Fiahmg  Gazette)  presided,  and  included 
in  a  numerous  attendance  were  Mr.  W.  (iaskell  (president 
of  the  Wellington  Angling  Society),  Dr.  Patterson  (curator 
Piscatorial  Society,  London),  Mr.  Woolloy  Kelsey,  the 
Rev  T.  B.  B.  Ferris,  Mr.  E.  Hind,  Mr.  G.  H.  Drowry, 
Dr.  J.  B.  Roberts,  Mr.  P.  S.  Clay,  Mr.  S.  Bestow,  Mr.  J. 
Taylor  Mr.  G.  Pearson,  Mr.  G.  White,  Mr.  J.  Bainea, 
Mr  H.  B.  Hoe,  Mr.  G.  E.  Butcher,  Mr.  W.  H.  Steeley, 
Mr.  T.  Larger,  Mr.  J.  Greaves,  Mr.  E.  Sharpe,  Mr.  H. 
Davis,  Mr.  A.  Johnstone,  Mr.  E.  Hewson,  Mr.  J.  Hack, 
Mr  W.  Marshall,  Mr.  E.  Peat,  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner,  Mr.  C. 
Hickling,  Mr.  O.  A.  Dennis,  Mr.  S.  Beardsley.  Mr.  S. 
Armstead,  Mr.  W.  Fletcher,  Mr.  J.  Hall  Mr.  S.  g, 
Newton,  Mr.  W.  Stevens,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Walhs,  Mr.  S. 
Wallis,  Mr.  H.  Daykin,  Mr.  E.  R.  Ridgway,  Mr.  F. 
Baker,  Mr.  H.  Lewis,  Mr.  L.  J.  Towle,  Mr.  J.  K. 
Wakefield,  Mr.  W.  H.  Whitehead,  Mr.  F.  Warren,  Mr.  (. 
Elsey,  Mr.  H.  Mather,  Mr.C.  Jackson,  Mr.  R.  Bailey,  and 
many  others.  _  ,    a.  ■« 

At  the  conclusion  of  dinner,  the  Chairman  submitted 
the  loyal  toast,  which  was  received  with  much  enthusiasm 

and  musically  honoured.    ,. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  "The  Wellington  Angling 
Society,"  the  Chairman  remarked  that  It  was  unnecessary 
for  bim  to  say  how  pleased  ho  was  to  be  amongst  the 
Nottingham  Wellingtons  that  ovening,  although-  he  was 
exceedingly  sorry  that  Sir  Henry  Bromley  had  found  it 
inconvenient  to  attend.  Ho  received  very  nicely  framed 
invitations  from  thoir  secretary  and  Mr.  Walhs,  advising 
him  to  bring  as  many  good  anglers  as  he  could.  He  (tho 
chairman)  had  asked  several  gentlemen  to  accompany  him 
to  Nottingham,  but  out  of  that  number  only  Dr.  I  atterson  . 
and  Mr.  Kelsey,  members. of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  both 
good  fishermen  and  sportsmen,  and  thoroughly  in  aocord 
with  the  Nottingham  Wellingtons,  had  been  able  to 
accompany  him.  Mr.  Howard  spoke  in  complimentary 
terms  of  the  ability  of  Nottingham  anglers,  and  observed  , 
that  they  were  quite  capable  of  holding  thoir  own 
in  tho  provinces,  and  he  believed  if  they  visited  London 
they  would  run  the  piscators  in  tho  City  a  wry  close  race. 
All  he  knew  of  the  Nottingham  anglers  was  good  Ho 
adverted  to  the  Trent  pollution  question,  id  which  the 
Wellington  Angling  Society  was  interesting  itself,  ana 
spoke  of  the  visit  of  a  contingent  ot  Nottingham  anglers 
to  take  part  in  the  competitions  at  Wimbledon,  and  the 
honours  which  somo  of  them  thoro  earned.  As  the  result 
of  those  contests,  it  was  hoped  that,  a  big  balance  would 
accrue,  and  bo  devoted  (o  the  interests  of  , fashing.  In  UoB 
wish  they  wore  destined  to  bo  disappointed.  Out  or  MM 
amount  realised,  it  was  decided  to  allot  £20 In  five  portions 
to  the  benefit  of  angling.  The  Wellington  Society  had 
been  apportioned  one-fifth,  to  bo  devoted  to  the  scheme  or 
tho  prevention  of  tho  pollution  of  the  River  Trent  Ho 
wishod  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling  Hub  a 
prosperous  future.    The  toast  met  with  a  hearty  re- 

<^ir°nW.  Gaskki.i.,  the  president,  in  acknowledging  thu 
toast' on  behalf  of  tho  Wellington  Society,  extended  I 
welcome  to  the  angling  representatives  from  London,  ami 
to  others  who  wore  present  in  tho  capacity  of  visitors.  11 « 
regretted  that  the  society's  arrangement*  tor  tho  present 
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of  Sir  H.  Ifromloy  ami  Mr.  El.  T.  Hooley  had  fallen 
through  at  the  last  moment.    Mr.  Htoloy  telegraphed  to 
the  effect  that  unfort unatoly  business  detained   bin  In 
London,  Imt  expressed  his  sympathy  with  the  movement 
tho  club  had  promoted  against  the  pollution  of  luoh  a  fine 
fiver  as  the  Trent,    llo  truHted  that  their  continued  per 
Dverance  wmdd  bring  from  those  upon  whom  the  respon- 
sibility rested,  assistance  in  the  preservation  of  the  wa'er, 
and  assured  tlie  society  that  it  might  rely  upon  his  support 
(Loud  cheers  for  Mr.  Jlooley.    A  voice:  "Why  (lid  ht 
not  tuko  a  '  special  ?*  ")    Mr.  Gaskoll  also  announced  the 
receipt  of  apologies  from  a  scoie  or  so  of  the  sporting 
gentry  in  the  county  of  Nottingham,  including  the  Duke 
of  Newcastle,  Lord  JJelpor,  Mr.  W.  Fl.  Denison,  Mr.  H 
Itiddoll,  Mr.  F,  J.  S.  Foljambe,  Mr.  Tylden  Wright,  Major 
Keener,  Mr.  B.  II.  Brarnley,  Mr.  W.  1.  Galloway  (hon.  sec. 
Piscatorial  Society), and  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaohnadorf,  and  many 
othors.    So  far  as  a  large  society  like  the  Wellington  could 
bo  conducted  on  the  lines  of  true  sport,  the  committee 
oarnostly  endeavoured  to  carry  it  out.    The  membership, 
linnncos,  and  resources  of  the  organisation  were  never 
in  a  better  condition  than  at  the  present  time.  Whoso- 
over  injured  fishing  injured  him  (the  president)  and  his 
ilk,  ana  he  would  tight  the  aggressor  fair  and  square,  hit 
him  over  the  belt,  speak  the  t  ruth,  and  never  give  in  until 
victory  rested  on  his  side.    He  purposed  making  pollution 
a  speciality.    The  Kiver  Trent  was  still  troubled  with  the 
hydra-headed  monster,  and  until  that  dragon  was  impaled 
all  effort  towards  tho  improvement  of  their  sport  would  be 
I  utile.    Some  fifteen  or  twenty  joars  ago  the  word 
pollution  simply  meant   the   stuff    from    tho  Burton 
breweries.     As    matters    had    progressed,  however, 
alterations    had    been    effeoted    in    sanitary  arrange- 
ments.    All  the  tributaries  of   the    Trent,  however, 
in  addition  to  the  streams  in  the  Nottingham  district 
suffered    from    the    influx    of    liquid    sewage,  and 
although   on  their  side    the  anglers  had  the  assist 
ance  of  Acts  of   Parliament  and  the  Trent  Fishery 
Hoard,  want  of  funds  to  some  extent  rendered  the  services 
of  these  privileges  practically  useless.     A  great  moral 
suasion  lay  behind  a  largo  sum  of  money  at  the  lank,  as 
well  as  latent  force.   In  addition  to  the  sources  from  which 
assistance  was  forthcoming  he  had  already  mentioned,  they 
had  the  count  y  council,  but  here  again  it  was  not  altogether 
satisfactory,  nor  was  it  considered  desirable  to  set  two 
authorities  by  -the  horns.     Ho  referred  to  the  county 
borough  authorities.    It  was  obvious  that  as  numerous  a 
following  of  friends  would  be  required  as  possible,  and  no 
enemies.  It  remained  for  the  Wellington  Society,  as  far  as 
was  practicable,  to  organise  some  such  institutions  as  existed 
in  London.   For  instance,  the  Trent  Preservation  Angling 
Society  might  be  the  title  of  an  institution,  and  be  con- 
ducted on  similar  lines  to  those  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Association.     Such  a  society  could  either 
rent  or  purchase  all  the  fishing  interests  in  the  main 
stream  of  the  River  Trent,  and  allocate  certain  portion  of 
the  river  as  private  stretches  and  others  as  free.    He  would 
make  it  imperative  that  those  who  adopted  the  private 
reaches  should  establish  a  hatchery  for  purposes  of  re 
stocking  the  river.    He  was  now  speaking  on  the  supposi 
tion  that  all  the  pollution  was  abolished.    Illegal  fishing 
and  dynamiting,  netting,  or  malpractices  in  reference  to 
angling,  could  then  bo  carefully  watched  and  prevented 
So  long  as  these  things  remained  unattained,  they  were 
helpless  in  the  matter.    As  they  had  been  shown  recently 
they  could  not  look  to  the  county  authorities,  nor  could 
they  expect  the  town  authorities  to  take  the  matter  in 
hand,  because  they  had  the  rates  to  consider.    It  would 
have  to  be  the  object  of  Nottingham  anglers  to  accomplish 
the  formation  of  a  society,  totally  disinterested  in  every- 
thing outside  fishing.     Latterly,  he  (Mr.  Gaskell)  had 
been  the  champion  of  the  pollution  question.    He  believed 
it  the  matter  was  fought  out  on  the  lines  of  the  game  of 
football  he  should  undoubtedly  come  out  with  a  majority 
of  points  tor  the  benefit  of  the  anglers.  A  pollution  society 
had  been  created  in  Nottingham,  and  a  large  number  of 
circulars  had  been  distributed,  appealing  for  contributions 
and  the  establishment  of  a  fund,  and  it  was  hoped  that  in 
time  the  realisation  of  a  sum  amounting  to  some  two  or 
three  thousand  psunds  would  be  the  result  of  the  present 
agitation  with  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  Kiver  Trent 
\V  ith  such  a  balance  he  ventured  to  think  that  authorities 
would  seriously  consider  before  they  resolved  to  combat 
any  organisation  with  such  a  substantial  sum  of  money  at 
their  backs.    In  conclusion,  Mr.  Gaskell  said  he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  example  set  by  piscators  in  London  would 
be  tcted upon  in  Nottingham,  and  that  other  societies 
would  rally  round  the  Wellington ,  and  then  the  time  would 
not  be  far  distant  when  they  would  possess  a  pure  and 
unpolluted  River  Trent. 

Mr.  Warsop  (one  of  the  vice-chairmen)  gave  "The 
\  isitors,  and  m  respouse  Dr.  Patterson  said  he  was  sorrv 
to  hear  that  m  the  county  of  Nottingham,  like  other 
counties  in  the  south,  the  rivers  suffered  for  want  of  care 
and  attention  on  the  part  of  urban  authorities  but 
observed  that  he  was  gratified  to  see  that  the  anglers  in 
Nottingham  were  taking  the  matter  up  in  a  businesslike 
manner. 

Mr.  T.  Essex  (another  vice-chairman)  replied  i 
excellent  speech.  * 

Dr.  Roberts  then  returned  thanks,  and  said  he  mieht 
impart  secret  information  in  the  fact  that  jn  a  few  days  the 
Hot.  T.  B.  B  Ferris,  who  he  was  glad  to  see  present  that 
evening  would  be  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Nottingham  as  Canon  Ferris.  Reverting  to  the  ddIIu 
tion  question,  Dr.  Roberts  remarked  that,  as  a^own 
councillor,  he  should  not  rest  satisfied  until  he  saw  the 
Leen,  a  stream  which  ran  through  Radford  practically  as 
a  sewer,  and  emptied  into  the  River  Trent,  converted  Ynto 
a  much  purer  state  than  it  was  at  the  present  time 
Mr.  Kelsey  also  briefly  replied. 

The  remaining  toast  was  that  of  "  The  Hon.  Secretary  " 
which  the  president,  Mr.  Gaskell,  submitted/and 1  which 


was  received  with  acclamation.  The  proposer  spoke  in 
terms  of  a  most  complimentary  character  of  tho  thorough 
competency,  assiduity,  and  energy  which  Mr.  Spray  intro- 
duced in  the  discharge  of  the  onerous  secretarial  duties. 
The  toast  was  musically  honoured,  and  Mr.  Harry  Spray, 
who  was  undoubtedly  a  model  secretary,  and  devoted  his 
time  and  money  in  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the 
N.W.A.S.,  feelingly  returned  thanks. 

As  usual  with  this  society,  the  musical  programme  was 
both  lengthy  and  interesting,  including  as  it  did  songs  and 
i  instrumental  selections  by  several  local  vocalists  and  enter- 
tainers of  proved  ability.    Mr.  S.  Armstead,  an  admirable 
tenor,  was  heard  to  considerable  advantage  in  "  Let  me 
like  a  Soldier  Fall  "  and  "  Sally  in  our  Alley,"  and  Mr. 
W.  Downing,  a  capital  bass,  sang  excellently  "  I  am  a 
Friar    of    Orders    Grey,"    and  Mascheroni's  vigorous 
"  S_oldier's  Song."    Messrs.  Armstead  and  Downing  also 
joined  in  an  enjoyable  rendering  of  the  always  welcome 
duet,  "  Love  and  War."    Professor  A.  O.  Dennis  amused 
the  company  withanumber  of  skilful  feats  of  legerdemain, 
and  Mr.  George  Elsey,  who  was  in  his  happiest  vein, 
contributed  several  humorous  songs,  including  "  That 
Awful  Joke"  and  "  The "  Ooperzootic,"  in  irresistibly 
droll  style.   Dr.  Patterson  related  some  very  funny  stories, 
and  Mr.  Kelsey  gave  an  entertaining  song.    The  instru- 
mental pieces  were  entrusted  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Wakefield  and 
Mr.  Fred.  Warren,  both  of  whom  played  splendidly.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Whitehead  proved  an  excellent  accompanist.  A 
vote  of  thanks  to  "  Dragnet  "  for  presiding  closed  n  very 
pleasant  evening. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

r~  '  River  Reporters  who  want  farms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  pout  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  Up  to 
Wednesday  last  the  river  was  reported  to  be  getting  into 
fine  order  for  fishing,  and  some  few  aDglers  had  previous 
to  then  been  on  the  war-path  with  not  unsatisfactory 
results,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  before  the  week 
was  out  if  anglers,  who  can  face  the  cold  weather 
were  rewarded  with  some  good  takes  of  jack  and  perch.' 
When  I  was  over  at  Sunbury  at  the  end  of  last  week,  I  was 
speaking  to  the  Strouds  as  to  their  opinion  of  the  perch 
being  in  the  river,  and  they  assured  me  that  there  was  not 
a  doubt  about  it,  and  in  the  returns  I  have  of  this  week 
there  is  some  reference  about  them.  ,1  am  now  busy 
making  arrangements  for  the  netting  of  Barnes  Reservoir 
on  Monday  next,  and,  I  hope,  with  some  satisfactory  result. 
The  attendance  on  that  occasion  is  limited,  and  visitors 
will  enly  be  admitted  by  ticket,  as  the  directors  have  an 
objection  to  a  large  number,  and  it  is  right  to  study  their 
interests.  There  can  be  no  doubt  the  old  society  is  capable 
of  maintaining  a  stock  of  fish  in  the  river,  and  is  grateful 
for  any  assistance  in  that  direction. — B. 

 (Datchet)— The  river  is  getting  into  something 

like  order.  I  tried  the  jack  on  the  18th.  Had  four  runs. 
They  came  in  a  very  don't  caie  sort  of  fashion.  Did  not 
get  one.  On  the  19th  I  caught  one,  51b.  We  can  do  with 
a  good  deal  less  water. —  G.  Lumsden. 

-—  (Datchet).— The  water  is  in  grand  condition,  but 
the  fash  are  not  feeding  very  well,  only  getting  from  two 
to  three  dozen  roach  per  day,  or  one  or  two  brace  of  chub  • 
but  the  fish  are  running  very  well. — J.  Keene. 

- —  (Henley).— Some  splendid  fishing  has  been  had 
during  the  last  few  days,  especially  among  the  pike 
some  good  fish  having  been  taken.  The  best  fish  for  the 
week  was  one  by  a  local  angler,  weighing  191b.,  a  real 
™au^  ™Mr-  Butt'  one  of  141b- !  G-  Vaughan,  one,  14«b  • 
Ai.'  n  '  Vne,men,.ts'  °"e  cf  lllb->  and  Percb  5  a  Patron  with 
Artell   19th,  five  fish.    Plenty  of  small  ones  lave  been 

Ten,'  w:  ,Esoombe  had  a  nice  basket  of  roach,  171b.  on 
loth.  With  nice  frosty  weather,  sport  ought  to  continue 
as  the  river  is  now  in  splendid  condition. — J.  W.  Read 
u— -  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes: 
ihe  water  is  falling  fast  and  getting  in  good  condition. 
1  hey  are  shutting  m  the  weirs,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
days  the  water  will  be  in  fine  order  for  all  fishing  There 
has  not  been  anyone  cut  yet." — B. 

,,r~  (Kingston).— John  Johnson  has  made  a  total  of 
ttnrty-six  brace  of  perch  and  one  brace  of  jack.— B 

~  (?angbourne  and  District)'.— The  river  in 
this  district  is  in  good  order,  it  has  fined  down  nicely,  and 
anglers  ought  to  take  advantage  of  the  weather,  though  we 
had  a  fall  of  snow  last  Saturday,  but  I  do  not  think 
enough  to  do  any  harm  Fish  are  feeding  very  well  just 
now  and  the  jack  are  fairly  on  the  run.  Some  local 
anglers  have  been  getting  plenty  of  good  roach,  and  two 
visitors  here  have  been  amongst  the  jack.    I  hear  thev 

weak  ^tTT-J1-  1  \°Pf  ^  them  myself  next 
week,  as  I  think .it  is  good  business  just  now.  Time  of 
writing,  wind  N.E.  ;  overcast,  very  cold.-G  H  S 

tames).— Charles  Hone  reports  the  water  is 

t  r6  0t  I1*'  but  hope  soon  t0  be  on  tbe  war-path, 
and  be  able  to  send  you  a  good  report.  He  says  he  tried 
the  perch  last  Saturday,  and  got  a  few,  the  largest  l|lb. 

THl'rr"fi(Je-dd1in?,t0n)-~W-  McBride,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Ishp  five  .lack  the  largest  71b. ;  another  day  with  Dr 
in  r  wnT^'  ei^t  jack  the  largest *8|lb. ,  and  another  dayj 
Thl  wv°UrS,i  WItll  Ml-  Frith  and  Mr-  Fearn,  one  jack 
The  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  a  few  roach  and  dace! 

^IT-  (Twickenham).— George  Coxen,  one  day,  eleven 
bream  and  a  roach  of  ljlb. ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr 
Fage,  seven  bream,  the  largest  2£lb.-B 


Thames  (Windsor  District).— Most  fortunately 
for  Thames  anglers  in  this  district  the  recent  snowfall  was 
of  short  duration,  and  barely  covered  the  ground,  half  an 
inch  at  most  being  about  the  depth.  The  water  has 
run  off  and  cleared  well,  so  well  that  Keane  had  one  of  his 
patrons,  Mr.  O'Dowd,  of  London,  out  chubbing  on  the 
18th  inst.,  and  when  they  returned  I  saw  a  pretty  brace  of 
chub,  about  3Jlb.  and  2£lb.,  part  of  a  fair  day's  sport.  I 
am  very  pleased  to  record  the  marked  increase  of  perch  ■ 
one  fisherman  recently  assured  me  he  had  261b.  on  one 
occasion.  The  brothers  Belchin,  of  Windsor,  from  the 
Brocas  Hole,  had  a  fine  specimen  of  21b.,  with  six  others 
on  the  17th  inst.  Some  good  roach  have  been  taken  and 
by  the  22nd  inst.  water  should  be  perfect  for  all-round 
angling  if  no  more  snow  or  rain.— B.  R.  Bambridge 

Ancholme  District.— The  weather  is  too  inclement 
tor  angling,  and  so  far  as  I  know  nothing  has  been  done 
during  the  past  week.— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor 

Arun  (Fulborough).-Only  a  few  anglers  visited  J 
here  on  Jan.  It,  who  found  the  river  full  and  thick  " 
although  the  flood  had  nearly  abated.  Snow  fell  heavily  on  \ 
Saturday,  coupled  with  a  sharp  frost,  consequently  sport 
wa?  veF.„1imi1t?d-    Mr-  Whiley,  of  the  Blackfriars,  took  a 
jack  of  .lib.  14oz.,  and  beyond  a  couple  of  small  roach 
there  is  nothing  to  record.    Two  otters  have  been  seen 
during  the  week,  which  will  be  destroyed  first  opportunit  y 
Given  fine  weather,  the  river  should  be  in  fair  order  bv  1 
the  24th.— W.  G.  Holi.man.  j 

Bure  (Wroxham  District).-Extremely  wretched  ' 
weather  prevails,  and  no  one  seems  to  be  fishing    If  thov 
were  the  probabilities  are  that  sport  would  be  very 
meagre,  as  the  river  is  full  of  ice  and  snow  broth,  while 
all  the  smaller  broads,  at  any  rate,  are  covered  with  ice 
lo-day  there  is  a  tliaw,  with  rain,  which  will  still  further 
deteriorate  the  river.    We  tried  the  Bure,  at  Coltishall 
tor  large  roach  on  the  14th  but  with  a  N.E.  wind  frost' 
and  high  water,  sport  was  deadly  slow,  and  nothing  over  ] 
31b.  was  taken    The  fishing  here,  taken  all  round,  is  J 
nothing  to  what  it  used  to  be,  though  enormous  bream 
and  very  fine  roach  are  still  taken  here  at  times  by  per 
severing  anglers.    It  is  to  be  hoped  that  February  the 
end  of  which  is  nearly  the  close  of  the  pike  season  in  - 
ordinarily  open  winters,  will  show  up  a  better  average  of 
sport  than  the  last  two  or  three  months  have  done  Last 
week  things  were  looking  much  more  hopeful,  but  present 
prospects  are  unsatisfactory.— C.  H.  Taylor 

Devonshire  Streams.— A  slip  occurred  in  my  last 
week  s  notes  in  which  it  was  stated  that  there  was  a  trace  ; 
ot  disease  m  the  dead  fish  found  on  the  banks.  It  should  have 
read  no  trace  of  disease  has  been  notified,  an  announce- 
ment which  will  be  hailed  with  satisfaction  by  all  anglers 
After  the  heavy  rams  the  streams  are  getting  into  condi- 
tion again,  and  seekers  after  pike  have  been  having  a  fairly 
good  time.    Mr.  D.  Jackman  tooktwelve  pike  last  week  in 

^?,?1Ve™-°?-Can-a1'  weighine  421b-  0ne  of  tbese  weighed 
lO^lb.  Fishing  in  the  mam  Exe,  Messrs.  Roberts  and 
Pidsley  had  41  b.  weight,  the  pike  each  scaling  as  follows  : 
121b  /lb.,  6|lb  6Jlb.,  4Jlb.,  and  4*lb.  Jardine  snap 
was  the  bait,  Dace  and  gudgeon  are  improving,  whilst 
perch  and  roach  are  also  teing  taken.  Taken  generally 
the  prospects  for  the  coming  fishing  season  are  most 
favourable.  The  Dart  is  said  to  contain  a  large  number 
ot  fish,  and  anglers  are  anticipating  gcod  sport  The 
Avon  is  also  in  good  trim.  South  Devon  fishermen  heard 
with  deep  regret  on  Wednesday  of  the  death  ot  Mr.  James 
belwood,  of  Totnes,  who  was  a  most  ardent  follower  of 
the  gentle  art. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  spawning  season  on  th;s  river  is 
practically  at  an  end,  and  as  the  fish  have  been  un- 
interrupted in  their  operations,  remunerative  results  mav 
be  safely  anticipated.  The  heavy  floods  of  November  last 
which  allowed  the  large  fish  to  travel  well  up  the  river' 
and  on  to  the  redds  together  with  the  entire  absence  of' 
frosts,  afforded  the  fish  every  opportunity  of  success.  Large 
numbers  of  fine  salmon  have  spawned  about  Glass  dale  and 
Lealholm,  several  being  from  151b.  to  201b.  in  weight  A 
few  kelts  have  been  tern  below  the  weir  at  Ruswarp  and  * 
are  apparently  making  for  the  sea.— J.  J 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- The  sharp  snap  of 
Saturday  last  has  given  up  to-day  (Wednesday),  rain  beinir 
pnee  again  the  leading  feature.  During  past  week  sport 
has  been  fairly  good  among  the  pike;  the  old  veteran, 
Sergt  Shepherd,  being  well  to  the  front  with  a  handsome 
shaped  female  fish  of  13Jlb.,  which  showed  grand  sport 
Messrs  Roberts  and  Pidsley  were  also  well  among  them 

.Sift  S°,1Tg  £l^7,eights  :l9  follows:  71b..  6|lb., 
OJlb.,  441b. ,  4*lb.  The  fish  were  all  females,  in  tiie  pink 
of  condition.  Mr.  D.  Jackman,  fishing  the  Tiverton" 
Canal,  killed  421b.  weight,  largest  fish  lOJlb.  From  our 
own  canal  reports  of  a  tall  nature  have  reached  me 
including  a  take  of  twenty  pike  in  one  day,  and  nine  fish 
to  one  rod  on  another  occasion.  If  these  numbers  are 
correct  I  am  afraid  a  number  of  undersized  fish  are  being 
victimised.  When  will  pike  fisheimen  see  the  folly  of  this 
baby  slaughter  H— Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).  —  Swollen 
waters  end  changeable  weather  just  now  seems  to  be  the 
bane  of  anglers  in  this  district.  No  sooner  is  there  bore 
that  the  conditions  will  admit  of  tome  sport  than  a  ohange 
comes  to  dash  it.  Many  anglors  I  hear  have  not  been  out 
since  the  holidays  closed,  and  those  who  have  thus  tempted 
tottune  have  been  by  no  means  satisfied.  Reports  ef 
captures  are  almost  ml.— Limpbi 

Idle  (North  Notts).-The  river  Idle  and  the  Ryton 
stream  have  been  m  flood  now  and  again  for  the  past  fort- 
night and  once  or  twice  tho  floods  have  boen  so  heavy 
that  they  have  overflowed  into  the  meadows,  and  fishing 
has  teen  impracticable.  At  the  end  of  the  week  thero 
was  frost  and  snow,  and  this  has  again  given  way  to  Vain. 
Hut  it  is  not  heavy,  and  the  waters  may' have  run  down 
and  sport  become  possible  at  the  end  of  t  his  week.  Unless 
affected  by  snow  broth,  both  pike  and  roach  are  worth 
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Ivel  (Biggleswade).— There  has  been  nothing  im- 
portant doing  here  lately.  The  recent  floods  have >  been 
sucoeeded  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  This  partially  thawed 
on  Tuesday  ;  now  matters  are  much  worse,  a  lot  ot  snow 
broth  being  in  the  river.  The  day  before  the  snow  came 
a  gentleman  caught  about  twenty  nice  loich,  smallest  Jib. 
Under  most  favourable  circumstances  river  won  t  be 
worth  fishing  for  at  least  a  week  or  ten  days.— King- 

h  Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
noted  grayling  streams  have  now  gone  down,  and  are 
clearing  nicely,  and  at  present  have  run  into  good  fashing 
order  There  has  been  a  most  welcome  change  m  the 
weather,  and  frosts  with  tine  days  has  improved  the 
prospects  of  fishing.  But  few  anglers  have  been  out,  but 
grayling  are  moving  better  at  midday,  and  good  sport 
should  be  had  with  fly— Gwynne 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers 
are  now  running  down,  and  should  be  fishable  with  worm 
or  maggot  by  the  time  this  is  in  print  The  weather  is 
Eeverely  cold,  and  snow  threatens  daily,  a  little  tailing 
occasionally,  yet  not  sufficient  to  cover  the  ground  or 
affect  the  streams.  Wind  X.E.,  with  frosty  nights.  iJ.  1 . 
Williams  .  . 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Anglers  have  been  com- 
pulsorilv  idle  in  this  district  for  several  weeks  past  on 
account  of  the  condition  of  the  water,  the  river  having 
been  at  flood  tide,  and  registering  by  the  gauge  at  Peter- 
borough Bridge  14ft.  6in.  of  water  ;  but  notwithstanding 
this  other  sportsmen,  it  would  seem,  are  in  luck,  tor 
swarms  of  wildfowl  of  most  species  abound  at  times 
resembling  the  upsetting  of  a  beehive  ;  Elton,  Thorpe,  and 
Thrapton  being  the  most  favoured  districts.  I  Ins  may 
mean  a  crumb  of  comfort  for  the  waiting  and  patient 
disciples  of  Izaak  Walton. — E.A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers— If  the  weather 
was  more  agreeable  the  streams  are  in  better  condition  tor 
winter  fishing  than  they  were  a  fortnight  ago,  but 
frequent  interchanges  of  frost,  thaw  rain  snow  and 
biting  wind  are  not  very  conducive  to  pleasurable  fashing. 
For  the  sake  of  all-round  experience  it  is  as  well  to  put  on 
a  brave  front,  and  wrap  up  so  as  to  keep  the  penetrating 
blast  out  of  one's  bones,  and  proceed  to  the  stream,  lhe 
practice  of  this  kind,  obtainable  on  a  good  grayling 
stream,  is  invaluable,  and  reveals  many  things  unknown  to 
the  mere  summer  and  autumn  angler.  For  this  class  ot 
fishing  the  Dove  is  ever  the  chief  hunting  ground,  and  we 
hope  to  dip  into  it  to-morrow,  and  by  means  ot  the  swum 
worm  obtain  a  dish  of  grayling.  All  the  fly  waters  are  out 
of  form  for  that  branch  of  angling  yet.— I  •  *V .  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).-The  river  looks  very 
well  just  now,  the  late  heavy  spites  having  thoroughly 
c'eared  out  the  bottom  and  left  the  golden  gravel  free 
of  weed  and  silt.  The  season  opens  on  the  free  portions  ot 
the  river  on  Feb.  2.  Impossible  to  know  as  yet  what  sort 
of  stock  may  be  in  it.— Heron. 

Ouse  (Denver).— The  weather,  no  doubt,  will  be  the 
text  of  most  of  your  reports  for  this  week  and  here  and 
around  it  is  about  as  bad  as  can  be  produced  by  E.  and 
\E  winds  with  their  accompanying  frost,  snow  ana 
flood'  On  Saturday  ice  was  well  in  evidence,  and  notwith- 
standing the  continued  keen  weather  during  the  week,  and 
the  prospects  being  most  uninviting,  the  enthusiast,  Mr. 
W  Harvey,  of  Downham.  was  out  on  several  days  in  the 
tidal  water,  and  for  thus  braving  rude  Boreas  was 
rewarded  by  some  excellent  takes  of  roach  and  bream. 
This  is  worthy  of  record  as  being  the  only  recent  instance 
hereabouts  which  has  come  under  the  notice  of— Water 

UOuTsAeL(St.  Ives,  Hunts.). -River  clearing  rapidly, 
and  should  give  anyone  repayment  for  a  visit  now.  Alter 
these  floods  and  frosts  the  full  ought  to  feed  we  11.  There 
are  some  excellent  roach  just  now  ;  a  few  gentles  or  the 
bread  dice  will  fetch  them.  Very  cold  still,  and  inclined 
to  be  frosty  to-night  (Wednesday).— E.G. 

Ouse  (St  Neots).— The  water  has  been  out  a  little 
for  two  or  three  days  since  my  last  report.  It  is  now  at 
its  ordinary  level,  and  in  very  good  condition  for  pike  fish- 
ing and  if  we  get  no  more  rain  it  will  be  about  perfect  by 
Friday  or  Saturday— Wm.  X  ash.  „. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nechi.-During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  ot  a 
most  wintry  character,  with  some  severe  frosty  nights,  but 
on  the  days  succeeding  these,  in  the  bright  sunshine  some 
capital  sport  was  obtained  amongst  the  grayling.  The 
Dvffrydd  Ford,  about  two  miles  below  Llanymynech,  u  a 
favourite  resort  of  these  delicate  hah,  and  some  fane 
gpTchnens  have  been  taken  in  this  neighbourhood  during 
the  present  season;  and  another  noted  place  is  the 
unction  of  the  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  a  short  distance  above 
Llanymynech.    In  the  Severn,  pike  continue  to  afford 

"stssex  Biverr'and  Chichester  Canal.-The 
recent  frost  has  aided  materially  in  the  clearance  of  rivers 
and  on  both  the  Arun  and  Ouse  pike  fishermen  have  had 
fair  sport  A  pike  of  7*lb.  was  taken  on  Tuesday  with 
li4  snap  from  the  BUlingshurst  portion  of  the  Arun,  and 
from  the  lower  reaches  a  few  good  bream  and  roach  have 
been  taken  in  favourable  loca  ities.  A  brace  of  4J to  pike 
fell  to  the  prowess  of  an  angler  who  was  J™ 
perch  with  a  Booth  light  roach  rod,  which  stood  the  strain 
well  In  the  Houston  Reach  of  the  Chichester  Cana 
p?ke  are  numerous.  Several  small  fish  have  been  secured 
during  the  week,  and  the  .record  m  this  branch  of  the 
water  now  numbers  over  eighty  Several  break  aw*ys 
have  occurred  with  heavy  £  ah.  Bream  up  to  ljlb..  and 
roach  of  21b.  have  been  secured  from  the  basin.  Baits 
for  the  Pike  anglers  have  been  difficult  to  obtain. -Gkorok 

FTawTand  Torridge  (North  Devon). -There  is 
every  prospect  of  a  successful  fishing  season  in  these  wel 
.knJwn  North  Devon  rivers.    The  streams  are ,  w reap ital 
condition  at  present,  and  with  plenty  of  fresh  water  it  is 


believed  that  the  fungus  disease  among  salmon,  which  has 
been  noticeable  for  some  few  seasons,  and  ab:ut  which 
there  was  so  much  stir  last  year,  will  not  again  make  its 
appearance.  Salmon  have  been  running  very  strongly, 
but  the  run  to  the  spawning  grounds  would,  no  doubt, 
have  been  earlier  had  the  water  been  favourable  for 
the  ascent.  A  few  weeks  since  over  a  hundred  salmon 
were  seen  to  cross  Beam  Weir,  and  the  large  numbers 
ascending  the  river  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  for 
some  years  fish  have  been  turned  from  the  Taw  by  the 
number  of  drift  nets.  Mr.  J.  Fishwick,  the  oldest  repre- 
sentative on  the  Fishery  Board,  has  resigned.  Mr. 
Osborne  has  called  attention  to  the  unsatisfactory  state  of 
the  weirs  in  the  Torridge,  salmon  having  some  difficulty  in 
reaching  the  upper  waters.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
fish  passes  be  provided.— Devonian.  _ 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
gone  down,  and  is  running  clear  and  in  fair  order  for 
fishiiif.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for  fishing  after 
the  long  term  of  wet.  Sharp  frosts  at  night,  followed  by 
fine  days,  has  made  the  water  in  good  trim  for  grayling 
fishing,  and  the  fish  have  been  seen  sporting  on  the 
streams.  Angling  has  been  very  quiet,  very  tew  rods 
venturing  out ;  but  if  the  weather  holds  tine  sport  should 
be  obtained  and  some  good  fish  landed  with  the  Red  Tag, 
Willow  Green  Insect,  and  Whirling  Blue.  From  eleven 
to  one  will  be  best  time  for  fishing.  Pike  are  now  on  the 
feed.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  water  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down,  and  has  cleared,  and  it  is  running  in  order  for 
angling  if  anglers  care  to  go  out.  The  weather  has 
changed  to  frost,  with  bright  days,  which  should  make  the 
grayling  be  more  on  the  move.  Angling  is  quiet  as  yet, 
but  if  the  weather  keeps  fine  anglers  will  sure  to  be  out 
after  the  grayling,  as  there  are  some  fine  fish  in  this 
district— Worcester.  .         _    .  .  .  , 

Trent  (Newark).— The  river  is  now  flowing  in  good 
order  for  worm  fishing,  and  on  Monday  some  nice  chub 
were  taken  from  the  lower  waters  by  Messrs  J.  Hobson 
and  R.  Croom  ;  and  on  the  same  afternoon,  live  baiting, 
Mr  W  F  Hurst  took  five  nice  pike  in  about  an  hour, 
eiose  to  the  town.  Roach  have  been  taken  in  the  upper 
waters  and  appearances  are  more  encouraging  to  angleis. 
The  Piscatorials'  half-year  c  osed  on  Wednesday  evening, 
with  the  following  taking  premier  honours  m  the  various 
classes:  Reach,  Mr.  W.  T.  Openshaw  lib.  51oz.  seven 
shots;  dace,  Mr.  G.  G.  Killingley  8x.  eight  shots ; 
bream,  Mr.  J.Smith,  21b  lQi^.rehub  (a  tie),  Mr.  D. 
Slater  and  Mr.  W.  Baguley ,  2  b  13oz  ;  bleak  Mr  E. 
Hall  lfoz:  seven  shots;  barbel,  Mr.  T.  Lees ,  81b  4oz. 
( Mr  Leesweighing-in  many  others,  ltcluding  one  81b.  2oz.). 
The  classes  (bream  excepted)  are  all  well  filled,  considering 
the  adverse  nature  of  the  elements  during  the  past  tour 
months.— Trentsider.  _'     -  . 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).— Enthusiasts,  who 
must  have  their  sport  if  possible,  have  lately  had  to  resort 
to  out  of  the  way  places,  for  both  rivers  and  leading  drains 
have  been  in  a  state  of  flood.  In  this  way  some  have 
tried  the  Delph  water  below  Bardney,  and  by  dint  of  per- 
severance picked  up  a  few  small  pike  Some  slack  water 
above  Lincoln  has  yielded  a  few  roach  with  worm  as  bait, 
and  the  Horncastle  Canal  has  had  a  few  patrons,  who  have 
done  moderately,  roach  being  the  chief  quarry -But  little 
is  deserving  of  special  note.— Luci. 

SCOTCH  KEPORTS. 
Loch    Tay,   Kenmore    (Perthshire,  N.B.).— 

On  the  Hotel  water  :  15th,  Mr.  Knight  killed  salmon 
171b  16th  Mr.  Toms  killed  salmon,  20lb.  ;  Mr.  Knight 
k  lei  two 7a  mon,  221b.  and  181b.  18th,  Mr.  Toms  killed 
salmon  171b.  ;  Mrs.  Knight  killed  salmon  151b.  19th, 
Mr  Toms  killed  salmon,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Knight  killed  three 
salmon,  201b.,  221b.,  and  171b.  Loch  in  good  ply  ;  signs  ot 
nlentv  of  fish  ;  only  two  boats  out.  KNiunT. 
P  Loch  Tay  (Killin).-Jan.  15,  Mr.  EL  Maisey  two 
salmo  .  181b.  ami  121b.  ;  Dr.  Todd,  fishing  Moremah  boat, 
uwTsalmon,  20lb.  and' 201b.  16th,  Mr.  H.  Maisey,  one 
salmon  191b. :  Mr.  Edwin  Maisey,  Lochearnhead.  Hotel, 
Tne  salmon,  221b.  18th,  Edwin  Maisey,  one  salmon,  2-Ub. 
IQth  Edwin  Maisey,  one  salmon,  l/lo.— is.ii.lin. 
Lyon  (Fortingall).-Fishing  from  Fortingall  Hotel 
lfith  Cams  P  B  Macphail  landed  a  beautiful 
SnSu  of  a01bG ?  Hugh  McLelL,  one,  171b.;  Donald 
McNauehton.oneof  201b— Macphail.. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  ftc.-Tl.-se  rivers  at  the  p.esen 
time  ar!  running  in  good  volume-a  usual  occurrence  at 
thfs  scion  of  the  y(  ar  There  is  little  or  no  fishing  doing 
iust  now  in  'fact  I  may  say  that  there  is  none,  the 
nclemenc'y  of  the  weather  having  seemingly  deterred  even 
the  pXhunting  fraternity,  who  make  it  a  rule  to  angle  all 
the  vear  round.  During  the  presant  week  the  weather 
haa  been  most  variable -frost,  snow,  sleet,  hail,  and  rain, 
all  these  Tments  having  given  us  a  turn  in  the  Kelso 
district  The  salmon  spawning  reason  here  seems  to  be 
over  as  very  few  breeding  fish  are  to  be  seen,  and  on  the 
virions  tisherie"  at  and  around  Kelso  there  has  Una 
JeSon  been  a  remarkable  dccwase-viaible  to  those 
S "the  outlook-of  breeding  fish  *****  W£ 
SrJT&ES  of  obseerviT,g°t.!e0rgCd  g 
on  the  redds?!  niust  admit  that  I  never  remember  a  asari.i 
in  which  I  ha ve  seen  fewer  fish  deputing  their  ova  on  t \ e 
Hnlendid  breeding  ground  in  the  Kelso  district.  What  this 
^^to\^&t*iotewiv  yet  to  be  solved  but 
still  the  fact  remains  that  there  has  been  a  paucity  of 
breeding  fiah  here.  I  understand,  ho* ever,  that  in  io.no 
,rf  the  hinhcrdiatiic's-whcie  there  are  also  some  grand 


by  Inspectors  Crcall  (Berwick),  Carrie  (St.  Boswell's), 
and  several  of  the  local  fishermen  and  bailiffs  in 
the  district,  netted  the  Tweed  above  Kelso  Bridge  for  the 
puipose  of  procuring  giavid  salmon  from  which  to  extract 
ova  for  hatching  purposes  for  other  rivers.  The  netting 
was  not  so  successful  as  could  have  been  wished,  very  few 
fish  being  captured.  In  all,  three  male  salmon  and  half 
a  dozen  femile  fish  were  got,  besides  three  female  sea 
trout,  one  clean  Ealmon,  and  one  clean  sea  trout.  Of 
these  there  were  artificially  spawned  three  female  salmon 
and  one  male  salmon  ;  the  produce  of  ova  from  the  female 
fish  amounted  to  only  15,000  eggs.  It  has  to  be  stated, 
however,  that  two  of  the  females  were  partly  naturally 
spawned  before  being  got  in  the  net.  The  ova  was 
despatched  per  messenger  during  the  day  for  Lord  Abinger, 
to  be  hatched  for  the  River  Lcchy,  in  Banffshire,  Scot- 
land. The  scarcity  0f  fish  got  by  the  netsmen  bears  out 
my  remarks  in  the  introductory  part  of  these  notes,  but 
my  own  opinion  is  that  these  netting  operations  ought  to 
have  been  carried  out  three  weeks,  or  at  least  a  fortnight, 
ago,  when  m.re  fish  were  ou  the  breeding  grounds.— 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— Ihe  spawning  season  is 
now  over  on  this  river.  At  Inuiscara  weir  quite  a  number 
of  springers  crossed  when  the  water  was  high,  and  this 
augurs  well  for  the  opening  day  (Feb.  1).  From  various 
points  reports  go  to  confirm  the  general  statement  that 
the  spanning  season  was  a  fairly  good  one.  As  the  result 
of  an  inquiry  held  by  her  Majesty's  inspectors  at  Cork, 
a  new  bye  liw  has  just  been  promulgated  making  it  illegal 
to  beat  the  river  or  have  possession  of  a  gaff,  spear,  Ac, 
near  the  river,  dam,  &c,  except  when  used  as  an  auxiliary 
to  rod  and  line. — J,  A.  B. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).  —  Salmon  and 
front  fishing  opens  here  on  Feb.  1.  No  "  springers  "  1  ave 
yet  been  seen.  The  spawning  season  was  a  very  good  one. 
The  same  date  angling  op3ns  on  the  Glens  of  Antrim 
rivers. — J.  A.  B. 

Killarney  Lakes.— The  netting  season  opened  on 
Killarney  Lakes  on  Tuesday  last.  A  fair  number  of  fish 
were  taken,  and  for  salmon  the  fishers,,  got  Is.  lOd.  per  lb. 
Rod  angling  opens  ou  Feb.  1  on  the  rivers  running  into 
the  Atlantic  between  Inch  Point  and  Canglass  Point,  with 
the  exception  of  the  Maine  and  its  tributaries.  It  is 
satisfactory  to  record  that  the  awful  landslip  on  the  Earl 
of  Kenmare's  estate  did  not  do  so  much  damage  to  the 
F!a=k  as  was  at  first  anticipated,  though  a  lot  of  salmon 
was  destroyed.— J.  A.  B.  ,.   '»  •, 

Lough  Corrib  (co.  Galway).— Angling  for  ealmon 
and  trout  opens  on  Lough  Corrib  on  Feb.  1.  The  bailiffs 
report  a  fairly  good  season  on  the  spawning  tributaries.— 

J  Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry) —The 
lake  is  still  falling  steadily,  and  will  in  all  probability  be 
in  nke  angling  order  when  the  season  opens  on  the  1st 
prox.  Salmon  continue  to  come  up  in  good  numbers,  and 
the  head  waters  are  now  well  stocked  with  those  hsh  — 
Thos.  J.  Dennehv.  ,  „, 

Lough  Mask  (Mount  Gable  Hotel,  Clonbur, 
co  Galway).— Pike  fishing  was  excellent  on  this  huge 
water  latterly,  and  some  notable  fish  were  killed.  On  the 
8th  inst  Captain  Plomer  (stopping)  killed  a  beautiful  ash, 
which  scaled  32jlb.  Trout  and  salmon  fishing  opens  on 
Lough  Mask  cn  Feb.  1— J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  (CO.  Kerry).— Salmon  continue  to  come 
up  frjm  the  s;a  in  good  numbers  for  this  time  of  the  year 
On  Friday  last  thirty  salmon  were  taken  at  the  weir,  and 
the  w  ir  fishery  has  done  well  since  the  beginning,  not- 
withstanding generally  unfavourable  wi  aMier.  Among  t  ho 
fish  caught  on  Friday  were  four  which  weighed  iespec 
tively  3 Ub.,  281b.,  221b.,  and  Mb.,  and  the  average 
weight  was  about  ltlb. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.  —  Sport  continues  good  despite 
generally  unfavourable  weather,  Bottom  Ushers  last 
week  had  from  100  to  150  fish  daily  the  bulk  ot  the  hah 
being  gurnard  and  whiting.  Pollack  angling  has  yielded 
fair  sport  around  Horse  Island,  ami  also  in  Bouhkillo  Bay 
andaroun  l  Bdus  Head.— T.  J.  D.   

Valentia.— l'ollack  angbrs  had  g.ol  sport  on  mo.,t 
days  but  the  fish  appear  to  have  moved  into  deeper  water. 
Bottom  fishing  has  yielded  but  poor  spirt  recently.-. 
T.  J.  D.  ————==z=^Z 

Mr  Chasms  Wing,  of  the  Lion  Hotel,  tokllngkam, 
has  undertaken  to  collect  B10  for  1000  trout  to  1  o  put 
into  the  river  Dark  ut  Ickl.nghani  and  La  ch  ton  I     A  short  . 
time  since  the  same  number  were  put  m  at  Mild.^uhall, 
which  are  doing  wonderfully  well;  md  he  hows  fa  then 

means  that  the  lark  maybe  a  tine  stream  tor t  rout  hal.ing. 
He  has  several  promises  of  subscriptions,  and  will  bo  glad 
to  receive  more.  The  money  is  wanted  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  the  earlier  they  are  in  tin  water  the  better  they  will 
tli  rive 

The  851b.  pike  cvnght  by  Mr.  H.i...bridge> >  friend,  Mr. 
b-.  b  ltnhnrt*  ot  W  ndsor,  who,  with  Mr.  II.  IV 
fg^JPttJU  ™*  &  William^  K,l,h„,l 
last  September  fished  Lough  Conn  .am  lha  hands  ot 
Messrs  C  ..per.  «f  liudnor-strci  t,  St  Luke  I,  L  ind.-n,  lor 
preservation  When  ready,  it  will  be  on  v,e.v  at  Mr. 
ilauibridge's,  Kton. 

To  hand  come.  7V  Ward  w  the  Water*,  the  duarterlv 

record  of  the  Missions  to  Seamen  It  cntams  much 
inte.e  ting  matter,  in  which  is  included  an  art  ic  e  on 
»  Fisher,!,  on  lire  Yorkshire  Coast,",  by  Mr  .  0 
Tinley.  A  handsome  almanac  in  colours  is  presented  with 
this  number.  .     .  , 

Wk.  often  hear  of  the  "  conxumpt ion     of  IUIi.  Whjf 

not  try  codliver.oil. 
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January  24.   

AlIiiHon  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 

Anglers'  Pride:  Outing  to  Kunbury. 

Cambridge  Priai  >dlv  :  0  utiiig|to  1 1 •  ■  i  t . • 

('Aiming  Town  :  Mutch,  j 

Clapham  Junction  :  Outing. 

Cljipham  Strollers  :  Outing. 

Dalnton  :  Mutch  at  Windsor. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match. 

.lolly  Hutchors  :  Mutch  at  Lanpford. 

Jubilee :  Private  match. 

North-Fust  Hiothers:  Match  at  Maldon, 

.St.  Albun's  :  Match  at  Ponton  Hook. 

South  Loudon  :  Match  at  Hroxbourne. 

Wellington  :  Outing. 

January  25. 

1 1 oxton  Br'  thers:  Smoking  concert. 
January  26. 

Greshum  :  Annual  general  meeting. 
January  27. 

Kntcrpriso:  Visit. 
Izuak  Walton  :  Match. 
Sorapis :  Inaugural  supper. 
January  28. 
Royal  George  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
West  London  :  Outing. 


Jan. 


Feb.    1  — 


1. 
2. 
2. 
4. 
".■ 
8. 
9.- 
14.- 

16.  - 

17.  - 

18.  - 
28.- 


.— Alma:  Match  at  Harefield. 

.— Battorsea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

.—Crown  ninl  Buckland:  Match  at  Harlow. 

. — Eurlstield  :  Outing. 

. — Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 

-Li  :>.  Brothers:  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
. — Phoonix  :  Roving  match. 
— St.  John's  :  Outing. 
—Sundial  :  Outiog  to  Watford. 
—United  Brothers:  Match  at  KingsUn. 
— Walham  Green  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
■West  London  :  Outing. 
Camden :  Conceit. 
■Collingwcod :  Visit. 

-Piscatorial    Society :    Reading   by    Mr.  T 

Crumplcn. 
-West  Ham  Brothers 
-Camden:  Visit. 
-Mildmay :  Supper. 
■Cobden  :  Visit. 
-Good  Intent:  Match. 
-Jolly  Butchers  :  Visit. 
-Lea  Brothers  :  A.B  S.  smoking  concert 
-Lincoln  :  Match  at  Rickmans  worth. 
Good  Intent:  Annual  supper. 
Piscatorial  Society  ■  Annual  dinner. 
Original  Alexandra :  Annual  supper. 
Seymour  Brothers :  Outing  to  Windsor 


Visit. 


Ifoptts  foom  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
tnsuremserUon)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morn  mg.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  lo„don  ?> 
marked    Club  Report  "  outside  envelope.  JJUnaon' 

Association  -The  delegates  met  at  the 
Foresters  Hall  on  Monday  last,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr  W  H 
Beckett  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  'last 
delega  e  meeting  were  first  read,  then  those  of  a  special 
general  committee  meeting.  The  chairman  explained  that 
the  committee  advised  that  in  future  the  secretary"  in  lieu 

lo  nil  r±"y  1«t/ly,  PaW  Ym  ?nd  his  assistant  feretory 
..liould  receive  6d.  for  each  rai  way  piivilege  ticket  sold 
Also  that  aU  anglers,  whether  members  oTcfnbs  or  oth  r^ 
mse,  should  be  pwmitted  to  fish  the  whole  of  our  rented 
water  on  payment  of  the  annual  charge  of  2s  for  each 
fishery  ticket.  Thus  members,  if  this  important  measure 
M  passed  will  be  able  to  take  their  wives  or 
friends.    These  fishery  tickets  will  not   coX  the 

rtXniif^?rdinary  Vri^  ™^ay  tickets,  tut 
it,  is  thought  this  arrangement  will  meet  the  wants 
ot  a  large  number  of  anglers,  and  that  a  con 
it^K  W  ot-iM«  will  thus  flow  into 
the  coffers  of  the  association,  which  will  enable  them  to 
secure  several  new  waters  to  replace  tW  which  are  now 
being  given  up  on  account  of  their  having  deteriorated 
from  natural  causes,  and  not  from  want  of  stiictTresTrv" 

^etsoW^Th^l""1  a'S5  leC-eive  Cd.  for  eLh  fishery 
V^hL  h  .  hAS  remnneration  will  entirely  depend 

on  the  success  of  the  association.  The  renorts  of  rh» 
finance  committee  were  also  read.  The S  com 
mittee,  with  the  president,  Mr.  P.  Geen,  in  the  chaS" 

re  „1  ,Hnn  n°Ur  °f  kuiSbth°°°-  conferred  on  hfm  The 

sixteen  clubs  had  delegate.    M^A^TO  ST 
i  i!  Edmonton  ^d  Tottenham  Angling  Societv 

^et  edU^hee"umPorf T^f'  and  fi^S^Si 
secured,    ine  sum  ot  *3  Is.  was  found  in  the  Anglers' 


Benevolent  Society's  collecting  box.    Christmas  boxes 
were  voted  to  the  hall   keeper,  postman,  and  sundry 
keepers.    Fifty-four   clubs   were   represen'  * 
Rk  porter. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Sine >  my  last 
repoit  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thinks  the  receipt  of 
£l  14s.  3d.  from  the  Grange  Angling  Society's  donation 
box. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (S01  thebn  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evenin?,  Feb.  8,  at  the  Jolly  Butchers  A.S. 
George  the  Fourth,  Walnut  Tree  Walk,  Lambeth.  As 
this  is  the  first  visit  to  this  society,  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  brother  anglers,  as  the  J.  B.'s  never  miss  a 
visit. — G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers'  Association  (Wkstkkn  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — On  Jan.  18  a  most  enjoyable  return  visit  was 
paid  to  the  Dibdin  A.S.     There  was   rather  a  small 
attendance,  but  some  good  harmony.    On  the  roll  call 
eight  clubs  answered.    The  A.  B.  box  contained  £1  6s 
The  noxt  visit  will  1»  to  the  Cobden  A.S.  on  Thursday, 
Feb.  4  ;  further  particulars  ne?t  week's  F.  O.—J.  Harris' 
Anglers^  Benevolent  Society.— Angling  Compe- 
tition.—Will  as  many  as  possible  of  the  above  committee 
in  their  place  on  Friday,  the  20th,  at  9.30  p.m.,  to  wind 
up  the  late  A.B.  competition  p  And  as  to  the  societies  who 
will  not  send  us  the  books  or  cash  for  tickets  disposed  of 
on  Oct.  18,  some  of  our  committee  will  wait  upon  them 
on  their  meeting  nights.     It  seems  that  however  we 
send  notice,  or  sime  appearing  in  F.  O.,  it  is  all  of  no 
avail,  so  we  have  decided  on  waiting  upon  them.  Will 
Mr  Carter,  our  energetic  cVairman,  also  be  in  his  place 
and  our  worthy  vice  ?    I  give  this  notice,  as  we  shall  pay 
oyer  proceeds  up  to  date,  and  if  any  committeeman  absents 
'■lmself  he  must  abide  by  what  is  done.— Ben 

Allason  United  Brothers*  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate  — 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  above  the  delegates  gave  in 
their  report  from  A.  A.  and  so  far  passed,  with  the  exception 
ot  the  suggestion  to  allow  any  person  to  angle  in  our  rented 
waters  at  2s.  per  annum  Our  delegates  will,  of  course 
receive  the  official  instructions  at  the  annual  delegate 
meeting  in  April  ;  also  other  items,  which  are  impor- 
tant, will  come  on  before  the  delegates.  Our  friendly 
sweepstake  outing  (Jan.  24)  is  open  to  the  hon.  mem- 
bers also  of  the  above.  Entrance  fee  Is  and  all 
who  have  not  paid  can  do  so  on  the  morning  at 
the  station  or  water-side  to  the  secretary  ;  no  member 
who  comes  down  by  a  later  train  to  start  tishincr 
before  reporting  himself  to  the  secretiry.  The  match 
takes  pla.ee  at  Sunbury-on-Thames ;  tow-path  and  back- 
waters only  allowed ;  two  rods ;  all  fish  except  eels  and 
minnows  to  weigh-in ;  catch  own  baits.  Members  who 
leave  by  the  4.40  p.m.  train  must  report  themselves  and 
show  hsh,  and  those  who  come  up  by  any  train  later  than 
the  8.10  p.m.  will  not  be  eligible  to  weigh-in.  The  prizes 
arw  j  *  ,  '  ln  equal  amounts,  and  same  to  be  paid  over 
on  Wednesday,  the  27th.    Mr.  Prouten  saved  us  from 

UK  ioa°n  ,Witb-  roach  and  chub.    largest  chub 

lib.  12foz     First  train  on  24th  leaves  Hammersmith  at 
8.3.  a.m. — Ben. 

mwfa,  AnS}^S  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place,  Linco!n's-Inn-Fields .- On  Jan.  17  Mr 
Omttard  weighed-m  one  chub,  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Drew  a  few 
nice  roach.  Members  are  requested  to  make  themselves 
eligible  for  the  competition  on  Jan.  31.— J.  Chambers 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street  Battersel.-Since  my  last  report 
we  have  done  very  little  business,  but  I  should  like  to  *ea 
all  members  turn  up  on  Wednesdiy  next  to  arrange 
another  outing. —J.  R.  <"i<tnge 

ofAKe£°r™ni  ?°P^  Society,  Duke 

ot  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.B.— The  return 
visit  on  the  Central  Association  took  plaes  at  the  above 
club  on  Jan.  18,  when  our  rcom  was  well  filled,  twentv- 
to'rtt  g  rT.l3ented-.  T'le  following  contributed 
to  he  harmony  ot  the  evening:  Messrs.  W.  Mnsgrave 
Will  Francis,  Harry  Dent,  H..  Lockhart,  Two  Debars  J 
Davies,  Tom  Se  well  Harry  Payne,  Fred  Step  toe  'w 
Warren,  F.  Bowden,  T.  Angliss,  and  others.    We  have 

tevte for  members  to  fish  «s 

our  match  at  Cookham,  Mr.  Anst'ey  took  first  prize  ■  other 
prizes  not  taken     The  next  match  takes  place  at  the  Rye 
House,  pegged-down.  on  Jan.  31,  when  I  hope  all  membe 
will  turn  out,  as  it  is  the  first  outing  in  the  LeTthis 
season.    Will  members  please  attend  on  Tuesday 
arrange  next  outing  ?— Dodd  mesaay 
weaTf°y  An?lin£  Society,  113,  Upper  Kennington- 

next  vveanesday  at  10  o  clock  sharp.    All  that  c  in  Vmk« 
it  convenient  to  attend  will  oblige.-J.  Poster 

Ware  twentv  fiv,,  '  W6  ^  a^od  muster  of  members  at 


to 


poor  sport,  only  one  prize  being  taken  by  Mr.  Woodward. 
The  five  remaininglprizes  are  to  be  fished  for  in  any  public 
part  of  the  Lea  (subscription  waters  barred)  until  they  are 
won;  but  members  must  keep  to  the  style  of  fishing  they 
started  at  on  Jan.  17,  or  bo  disqualified.  On  Jan.  19  the' 
auditors,  Messrj.  Williams  and  Argent  gave  their  repoit 
as  to  the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  a  substantial 
balance  on  the  right  side.  On  Jan.  19  Messrs.  Lee  and 
Everitt  had  a  nice  show  of  roach.  On  Feb.  2  a  special 
meeting  of  all  members  will  be  called.— R.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.  —  On  Jan.  17  Mr.  Baldry 
weighed-in  161b.  C|oz.  of  jack.  A  complimentary  concert 
will  take  place  on  behalf  of  our  member,  Mr.  E.  Boxall,  on 
Fob.  1.  On  Feb.  2  we  take  a  visit  on  the  C.D.V.  List. 
Hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  both  occasions.— F.' 
Honour. 

Canning  Town  Angling.  Society,  Marquis  of 

Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — In  our 
match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  17th  inst.,  only  one 
prize  was  taken,  Mr.  A.  Aitchison  being  the  winner  with 
roach.  Other  members  had  fish,  but  not  sufficient  weight 
to  take  a  prize.  The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on 
the  24th  inst.,  at  the  same  place  and  same  conditions. 
Mr.  G.  Hatton  was  elected  a  working  member  on  cur  last 
meeting  night. — O.  Jonks. 

Central  Visiting  List— The  return  visit  to  the 
Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  on  Monday  evening  last  was  a 
great  success.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  W.  J 
Wade,  and  vice-chair  by  Mr.  D.  Davis.  There  was  some 
excellent  harmony,  and  an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
On  the  roll-call,  the  following  twenty-five  societies  were 
well  represented :  Alma,  Anchor,  Anglers'  Pride, 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  Collingwood,  Cosy,  Firm  and 
True,  Great  Northern,  Hatcham,  Hearts  of  Oak 
Independent  Brothers,  Islington  Brothers,  Lincoln 
Junior,  Flyfishers',  Peckham,  Royal  George,  Second 
Surrey,  Silver  Trout,  St.  Thomas',  South  Bermondsi-v, 
Uctona,  Grange,  West  Newington,  Albert,  Waggoners. 
The  rext  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  A.S.  Notice  of  date,  &c,  in  due  course  — C 
Watling. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wir,d- 

mill  Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— It  was  arranged  on 
Tuesday  last  that  an  op3n  roving  match  shall  tike  placa 
on  Jan.  24,  for  three  prizes;  bank  only,  and  jack  barred. 
Members  who  were  absent  please  take  note.— S.  Violet. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newmgton,  N.— On  Jan.  17  Mr.  Lamond 
weighed-m  perch.  On  Saturday  last  the  remains  of  our 
lamented  brother,  Mr.  Sherring,  were  laid  in  their  last 
resting-place  in  Abney  Park  Cemetery.  The  funeial  was 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Wybrow,  of  Dalston,  Messrs. 
Bampton,  Faulkner,  Dunsdon,  and  Bingrose  acting  as 
bearers.  Wreaths  were  sent  by  several  friends,  among 
which  may  be  noticed  those  of  Mr.  Burge  and  Chipling. 
Will  all  friends  of  other  societies  kindly  accept  thanks 
namely,  AllwrigLt,  Albions ;  Burton,  Good  Intent ;  Killick' 
Hounsfield  Otters ;  Slade,  Dalston ;  Jordon,  Lee  Brotheis  ■ 
Samson,  General  Gordon  ;  and  North  London  and  Globe 
— E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W— On 
the  17th,  the  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  A.  Smith 
G:  Percival,  A.  Howland,  T.  Twyman.  Our  return  visit 
will  take  place  on  Feb.  4,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.  The  conditions  of  our  last  match  will  be  made 
next  Tuesday  night. — Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
Collmgwood-street,  Blackfriars-road,  S.E.— On  and  after 
Jan.  24  our  address  will  be  The  Brunswiok  Arms,  Stam- 
ford-street, Blackfriars,  S.E.  We  want  all  members  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  to  decide  our  monthly  outing 
Messrs.  Malachi,  Parnwell,  and  Sorge  hid  some  fine  shows 
ot  roach  and  dace  on  Jan.  17. — W.  Ash. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  Jan.  17,  in  spite  of  the  inclement 
weather,  a  few  members  were  out,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
those  that  had  any  fish  did  not  weigh-in.  On  Jan.  24  we 
hsh  a  boundary  match  at  Windsor  to  Surly  Hall.  Mem- 
bers to  travel  by  the  nine  o'clock  from  Paddington. 
further  particulars  can  be  obtained  at  the  clubhouse.— 
S.  Malby. 

v  E1a?1iS,fiHdwAnrflin^  Society,  Half-way  House, 
lliarlsfield,  S.W.— An  outing  will  take  place  on  Jan.  31  • 
time  and  placa  to  be  decided  at  next  meeting.  On  Tuesday 
last  twenty-fivo  of  our  members  sat  down  to  a  leg  of 
mutton  supper,  the  occasion  being  Mr.  Andre  ws'  departure  . 
tor  the  Cape,  he  having  beon  ordered  abroad  for  hie  ' 
health  and  which  we  trust  will  have  the  desired  offeot. 
Alter  Mr.  Andrews'  lr  alth  had  been  drank  the  meeting 
resolved  itseif  into  a  smoking  concert. — A.  Traouair. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  0%  Anns,  Sigh 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.-On  Jan.  17  Messrs.  Pheasey  and 
J.  beitned,  jun.,  weighed-in  very  fair  shows  of  roach  and 
dace.  The  return  visit  of  the  A.B.S.  (N.  and  N  E 
custnets),  takes  place  here  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  27,  and  I 
trust  that  we  shall  be  well  supported  by  the  surrounding 
clubs. — J.  Unswortii. 

C^IF  .^S1111*  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Oreat  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone.-Since  mv 
ast  report  Mr  W.  King  h  ,s  sent  us  a  very  nice  perch  On 
the  Lth  inst  Mr.  ll.Dutton  weighed-in  31b.  14m.  roach  : 
also 31  r.  A.  Hill  41b  12oz.  roach.    On  the  19U,  insH& 

,«.-  >  KnS\T41b-r,3°?-  roach-  VVe  We  elected  another 
new  member,  Mr.  Davis.-H.  S.  Norris. 

Pb„  *?    f    ^"S?    A,nfflin?    Society,    Crown  Inn, 

Church-street,  Shoreditch.-Messrs.  Flint,  Marks  an, 
Maybury  were  the  only  ones  that  brought  in  fish  m  the 
on  F,  K  «  ™embers  ^V11  t>8l»  Prizes  at  St.  Margaret's 
Feb  l(i  M,  /  ^"«als"l)porwi)rtake  place  on  To. >id  ,y, 
*eb.  16  Mr.  J.  Williams,  chairman  ;  Mr,  W,  II,  Beckett 
vice-chairman. — R.  Mi'Ri'ii y. 
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Sons  of  Neptune  Angling  Society,  Bowling 
Green  House,  North  Quay,  Great  Yarmouth. — Our  society 
held  its  annual  meeting  on  Monday  evening  last,  when  Mr. 
J.  S.  Bartram  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large 
muster  of  members  present.  The  election  of  officers 
resulted  as  follows  :  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  S.  Bartram;  vice, 
Mr.  B.  Plummer;  hon.  sec,  Mr.  E.  W.  Buckle;  and 
treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Harris.  General  committee  :  Messrs. 
J.  S.  Bartram,  R.  Rowlett,  W.  Greenacte,  H.  Rudd,  E. 
Plummer,  A.  Sadler,  R.  Bammant,  S.  Mobbs,  and  F. 
Plnmmer.  Angling  committee:  Messrs.  E.  Holmes,  R. 
Chapman,  R.  Bammant,  G.  Thompson,  D.  Houghton, 
T.  Coe,  S.  Mobbs,  B.  Warnes,  and  J.  O'Rourke.  The 
secretary's  report  showed  that  the  society  had  had  a  very 
successful  year.  Twenty  new  members  had  increased  the 
roll  to  140.  At  the  seven  matches  held  during  the  year 
there  had  been  an  average  attendance  of  just  over  thirty. 
There  had  been  a  notable  increase  in  the  prize  fund, 
£30  having  been  presented  in  cash  or  kind.  Through  the 
generosity  of  members  and  friends,  a  silver  challenge  cup, 
value  £7  7s.,  had  been  purchased  during  the  year.  At  the 
close  of  the  proceedings  the  hon.  sec,  Mr.  E.  W.  Buckle, 
was  presented  with  a  rod,  landing  net,  tackle  case,  and 
winch,  as  a  token  of  the  appreciation  of  his  efforts  to 
further  the  interest  of  the  society.— E.  W.  B. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  The  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich.— At  the  annual  general  meeting, 
held  on  Wednesday,  Jan.  13,  the  following  were  elected 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year :  G.  H.  Dowsett,  Esq., 
president  ;  Messrs.  J.  B.  Orr,  W.  S.  Holding,  Marshall, and 
G.  Toynbee,  vice-presidents  ;  Mr.  T.  G.  Church,  chairman  ; 
Mr.  Robinson,  vice-chairman;  Messrs.  Howett,  Gridley 
French,  Gorton,  Wack,  Dupere,  Thompson,  and  Steer, 
form  the  committee  ;  Mr.  G.  Young,  curator  and  librarian  ; 
Mr.  Jeffreys,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  J.  Dryden,  secretary. 
Notice  will  be  given  of  the  next  smoking  concert,  which 
lias  had  to  be  postponed  in  consequence  of  its  clashing 
with  our  annual  general  meeting. — J .  Dryden. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.  —  At  the  weekly 
meeting  on  Tuesday  last  the  audited  accounts  were  laid 
before  the  committee  and  approved  of,  and  it  was  resolved 
that  they  should  be  printed  and  circulated  with  the  notice 
calling  the  annual  general  meeting,  which  will  be  held  next 
T»2sday,  Jan.  26,  at  eight  oVock.  A  new  member  was 
elected  and  another  proposed.  All  claims  for  1896  are 
discharged,  and  directions  have  been  given  for  payment  of 
the  rent  of  rooms  and  waters  accruing  due  during  the 
current  year.  Mr.  A.  Zerfass  presented  the  library  w  ith  a 
book,  "  Brighton  Chain  Pier."— James  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Old  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  BethnaT  Green-road.— On  Jan.  17  Mr. 
Davis  weighed-in  a  tine  show  of  roach ;  also  Mr.  Dacot, 
perch.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  elected  as  our  future  secre- 
tary ;  Mr.  Bagshaw,  junior,  our  late  secretary,  has  re- 
signed.— C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe.  Lpper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— We  have  had  some  first 
rate  shows  of  fish  on  our  trays  lately.  Mr.  Stone, 
91b.  12§oz.  of  roach  and  dace,  heaviest  roach  lib.  lloz. ; 
Mr.  G.  West,  roach,  151b.  13|oz.  (from  the  Thames), 
heaviest  fish  lib.  4oz.,  and  several  others  over  lib.;  Mr. 
Jelkes,  roach,  151b.  12oz.,  heaviest  fish  lib.  4oz. ;  Mr.  W. 
D.  Hall,  two  roach,  lib.  6Joz.  and  lib.  4oz.  respectively  ; 
and  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  in  two  days'  fishing.  381b.  8|oz.  of 
ro  ich  and  chub,  one  day's  catch  consisting  of  forty  roach 
weighing  261b.,  heaviest  fish  weighing  lib.  6oz.  I  am  in  a 
position  to  state  that,  owing  to  the  liberal  manner  m 
which  our  members  have  subscribed  to  the  River  Preser- 
vation Fund,  this  society  will,  in  the  course  of  the  next 
few  days,  be  able  to  contribute  £ 5.— T.  A.  Shaw. 

Hoxcon  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E.  —  On  Jan.  17 
Messrs.  E.  Harris  weighed-in  jack;  W.  Bishop,  jack  ;  A. 
Hattemore,  perch  ;  J.  Huntley,  roach  and  dace.  Our 
smoking  concert  will  take  place  on  Monday  next,  Jan.  2o. 
Chair  taken  at  8.30  by  G.  H.  Shepherd  (host  Bermondsey 
Brothers),  faced  by  G.  Armstrong  (S.D.  visiting  officer), 
supported  by  a  host  of  talent.  Ladies  cordially  invited.— 
Johnny.  _    .  , 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rod 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho,  W.— On  Jan.  10  and  1/ 
Messrs.  Steptoe  and  Pope  weighed-in  roach.  Last  Tues- 
day our  T.A.P.S.  concert  was  a  thorough  success,  the 
room  being  packel  with  representatives  of  many  different 
clubs.  1  have  to  thank  Mr.  H.  Mountfori  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  he  tilled  the  chair  ;  also  the 
numerous  artists  who  supported  us.  The  next  T.A.P.S. 
concert  takes  place  at  the  Royal  George  Angling  Club,  on 
Thursday  evening,  the  28th  inst.— Step. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society.— Our  member, 
Mr.  Hollis,  having  laken  the  Barley  Mow,  Long-lane, 
Mnithtield  (two  minutes'  walk  from  Farringdon-street 
Station),  members  are  requested  to  note  that  our  head- 
quarters have  been  transferred  to  that  house,  where  all 
future  meetings  will  be  held.  On  the  18th  mst.  Mr. 
Sloper  weighed-in  one  jack,  41b.  loz.,  taken  from  the 
society's  private  waters.— F.  C.  H.  Seyfang 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  The  following  weighed-in 
on  17th:  Messrs.  Burwash,  dace  ;  Blackman,  roach.  We 
met  on  Tuesday  last,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaaa  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John  s 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  .Kingsland-road.— We  compete 
for  three  special  prizes  on  Jan.  24,  competitors  being 
allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  (private  waters 
barred).  There  are  also  three  "  specials  ".  to  be  competed 
for  ou  Wednesday  next,  27th.  inat.,  on  the  Lea  between 
the  Fish  and  Eels  and  Hatty's  Weir  ;  all  to  fish  from  the. 
towing  path.  On  Jan.  .17  Mr.  A.  Furlong  weighed-in 
roach:  Mr.  A.  Harris  perch.— H.  B.  •  , 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  Oeorge  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk:  Lambeth,  S.E.— A  few  mem- 


bers were  out  on  Jan.  17,  when  we  had  a  blank.  We  fish 
at  Langford  East  on  Jan.  24.  Members  to  leave  by  the 
8.25  train  from  Liverpool-street. — G.  Edwards. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swake- 
ley  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W—  At  the  meeting  held  on 
the  20th,  the  postponed  competition  from  November  was 
arranged  to  take  place  on  Jan.  31  ;  tame  conditions,  viz., 
any  public  water,  punt  or  bank,  for  four  prizes— three  for 
angling  and  one  for  honorary  members. — A.  B.  M. 

Lea  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cricketers'  Hotel, 
Clarence-road,  Clapton.— 1  beg  to  report  a  peg-down  match 
at  St.  Margaret's  on  Jan.  31.  Smoking  concert,  in  aid  of 
Benevolent  Fund,  Tuesday,  Feb.  9-Wm.  Hy.  Kin* 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.— 
The  200  two-year-old  trout  from  Howietoun  duly  arrived 
on  the  15th,  and  were  safely  placed  in  our  water  at  Pen-y- 
Cae.  They  appeared  all  right,  and  had  not  apparently 
suffered  from  their  long  night's  journey.  The  "  zebias  " 
(a  cros3  between  trout  and  fontinali?)  were  a  peculiarly- 
marked  fish,  in  colour  much  like  a  fresh  caught  mackerel. 
The  trout  fishing  open3  on  March  15  and  closes  on  Oct.  15, 
and  no  fish  under  8in.  from  eye  to  fork  of  tail  must  be 
retail  el.  On  the  day  when  the  trout  were  put  in  I  noticed 
a  good  few  rising  trout,  and  the  keeper  said  they  had  been 
doing  this  almost  regularly,  and  he  added  tliere  had  been 
a  lot  of  spawning  fish  on  the  redds,  which  is  good  news. 
We  have  had  some  fine  weather  for  grayling  fishing,  and 
the  days  are  visibly  lengthening. — R.  Woolfall. 

Maldon  and  Hejbridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.— There  have  been 
several  good  takes  of  roach  recorded  from  the  association 
waters  at  Langford  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  J .  Free- 
man,  jun.,  secured  a  nice  roach,  lib.  12oz. ;  and  T. 


Springett,  several  good  roach,  the  largest  scaling 
lib.  7ioz.  ;  S.  Vince  took  several  roach ;  Messrs.  F. 
Anderson  and  T.  Springett  secured  some  jack  on  Saturday 
last. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.— On  Tuesday  last 
the  committee  met  and  settled  the  details  of  our  thirteenth 
aunual  dinner,  and  intending  participants  can  look  for 
ward  to  a  good  dinner  and  concert.  Mr.  Hendon  weighed 
in  a  nice  perch  of  lib.  7oz. — H.  Stockdale. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Result  of 
match  on  the  17th  inst.  :  J.  Bedwell,  first ;  G.  Mill  ward, 
second  j  H.  Hart,  third.  There  are  five  prizes  left  to  be 
competed  for  at  Maldon  on  Jan.  24  j  all  waters  included.— 
A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  Jan.  19  we  took  a  return  visit  on  the 
Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List,  the  sime  being  a 
failure,  although  there  were  eleven  clubs  represented, 
three  of  which  were  not  on  the  list.  I  was  surprised  at 
three  or  four  clubs  not  returning  the  compliment  winch 
has  been  extended  to  them  on  two  or  three  occasions.— 
H.  Stretch.  . 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary-road,  Peckham,  S.E.— Our  members 
were  cut  on  the  Arun  on  Jan.  17  with  very  fair 
results,  all  the  prizes  being  won:  Messrs.  Steedman, 
first,  41b.  6.z. ;  Woodyard,  second,  lib.  5oz.  j  Gibbs, 
third,  lib. ;  Royal,  fourth,  3|oz.  Mr.  Lang  also  weighed- 
in  from  the  Thames.  Members  will  please  attend  on 
Jan.  27,  most  important.— Etherington. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Jan.  17  Mr.  Bouffler,  81b.  roach,  and  a 
chub,  21b.  3oz.  ;  Mr.  Carter,  a  nice  chub,  31b.  144oz., 
which  is  being  set  up.  On  Jan.  31  a  roving  match  for 
three  prizes.— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatonals,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edg ware-road.— On  the  17th  inst.  we  were  saved 
from  a  blank  by  Mr.  Harding  having  a  very  fine  show  of 
perch.— Geo.  Kebne.  - 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  the  17th  inst.  most  of 
our  members  were  out,  but  only  one  turned  up  with  fish, 
viz  Mr.  Webber,  who  showed  a  nice  tray  of  jack.  We 
hold  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  on  Jan.  28.  This 
being  for  a  good  cause,  we  hope  to  see  a  crowded  room. 
The  talent  usually  heard  at  the  Royal  George  will  be  in 
evidence  on  this  occasion.— Reporter. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Oobora  Atom, 
Coborn-roid,  Bow,  E. — On  Jan.  17  Mr.  Barclay  was  the 
only  member  to  weigh-in,  with  a  nice  show  of  dace,  seven 
fish  from  12oz.  to  15oz.  each ;  they  are  now  at  the 
preservers  to  be  put  up.  We  fish  for  the  remaining  prizes 
on  Jan.  21;  go  were  you  like.—  F.  I'icnatklli. 

St  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New- 
street,  Kennington  Park-road— We  fish  a  match  on  Jan.  24, 
at  Staines;  roving;  for  four  prizes;  towputh  only. 
Members  can  go  down  by  any  train,  but  must  all  return 
by  5  18  from  Staines.  Will  members  please  note  that,  in 
the  event  of  all  the  prizes  not  being  taken,  the  remaining 
prizes  can  only  be  fished  for  by  unsuccessful  members 
going  out  on  the  2  Itli  inst. — H.  Allan. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatonals,  K..t!iorlnthe 
New-road  S.K.— Messrs.  Allum  and  Streeton  weighed-in 
a  show  of  fish  during  the  past  fortnight.  Our  variety 
concert  was  held  on  Monday,  Jan.  11,  and  was  well 
patronised.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  meeting  on 
Friday  Jan.  22,  to  anange  outing  for  February,  as  owing 
to  the  half-yearly  meeting  of  the  Institute  being  held  on 
Friday,  the  29th,  there  will  not  be  a  meeting.— A.  U. 

S  South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon  235,  Camberwell-road.— On  Jan.  21  wc  ii-h  tor 
three  prizes  at  Pangbourne,  and  on  Wednesday  next  for 
seven  prizes  at  Broxbourue.  Since  reporting  hut  wo  have 
'  had  but  small  takes  on  the  trays,  which  M-ssrs  Land, 
Stevens  Dartnall,  and  Dettmer  contributed.-  J,  J.  JT. 


United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford.— Several  members  of  the  above  were 
out  on  17th  inst.,  Mr.C. Freak  saving  the  club  from  a  Wank 
with  perch.  The  members  will  fish  a  pegged-down  match 
at  Kingston,  on  Jan.  31,  for  a  handsome  pair  of  pictures, 
given  by  a  friend. — H.  Tyler.  •  . 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— Some  of  ours  were  out  on  the  l,th,  but 
only  one  weighed-in— Mr.  Clegg,  chub.  Our  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  A.  Pain  m  the 
chair.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday 
evening,  Jan.  26 ;  special  business  ;  also  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  our  next  match. — H.  C.  . 

Walham  Green  and  Cnelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
last  several  important  matters  were  discussed.  Letter  and 
concert  tickets  were  received  from  the  Camden  A.S.  On 
Jan.  17  Mr.  F.  Haydon  weigh ei-in  perch.  I  beg  to  ask 
all  members  to  attend  next  week  ts  make  final  arrange- 
ments for  our  outing  on  Jan.  31. — F.  E.  Haydon.  _ 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Wakhamstow— Notwithstand- 
ing severe  frost  and  snow,  we  had  a  very  tine  show  ot  fish 
on  the  17th  inst.  The  following  weighoi-in:  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, sen.,  jack,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Tisley,  jack,  olb.  ;  Mr. 
W.  Kuight,  perch,  21b.  15oz.  ;  Mr.  Ford,  perch,  21b.  ojoz. ; 
Mr.  Marshall,  jun.,  perch  and  jack;  Messrs.  Hoad  and 
Maxwell,  roach  ;  Mr.  Moore,  jack— H.  W. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerstou, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  Camber  well,  S.E.— At  our  meeting 
last  Tuesday  it  was  decided  to  fish  for  the  three  prizes  text 
over,  how  and  where  you  like,  on  Jan.  24  ;  all  fish  to 
weigh  ;  go  on  Saturday  if  you  like.— W.  H.  W. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— Our  members 
did  not  turn  up  in  very  strong  numbers  in  our  match  on 
the  17th  inst.,  but  all  the  prizes  were  taken  by  the 
following:  Mr.  T.  Miller,  first;  Mr.  F.  Homer,  second: 
Mr  Hunt,  third  ;  Mr.  R.  Lowther,  fourth  ;  and  a  tie  tor 
the  fifth  between  Mr.  Petlmrst  and  Mr.  Pearce.  1  wish  all 
secretaries  on  No.  1  Eastern  Visiting  List  to  take  this  as  a 
notice  that  our  visit  takes  place  on  Monday,  Feb.  1.— H. 

Lowther.   .    „  ■    _ " 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith.— Our  next  match  is  fixed  for  Jan.  28  and 
Jau.  31,  to  take  place  at  Rickmans worth.  Members  fish- 
ing on  the  Thursday  must  give  notice  at  the  clubhouse  on  or 
before  the  morning.  The  match  will  be  for  six  prizes  ;  all 
fish  to  be  weighed-in  on  day  of  capture.  Our  president 
will  present  a  "  Bickerdyke's"  book  for  the  heaviest  roach 
of  lib.  or  over. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Why  Not  Social  Angling  Association,  Wolver- 
hampton.—The  fourth  annual  dinner  of  the  Wh\  Not 
Social  Angling  Association  will  take  place  on  March  15,  at 
which  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Wolverhampton.  Mr. 
Councillor  Craddock  (who  is  a  vice-president  of  the 
association),  has  kindly  consented  to  preside.  At  the 
next  general  meeting,  in  February  v  we  expect  about 
twenty  new  members  to  join. — J .  W.  Vann. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  snow  is  melting  gently 
away,  and  the  water  is  now  in  good  condition  for  either 
roach  or  pike  fishing.  We  are  now  having  some  cold, 
frosty  weather,  which  suits  this  water,  aud  sonic  good 
catches  ought  now  to  be  made.  The  water  will  be  in 
grand  colour  for  the  24th.  Gentles  the  best  lure.— W. 
T.  Bainbriixm 

CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney— On  Jan.  17  only  two 
members  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Skillerter,  jack  ;  Mr.  Osborne, 
perch  I  am  sorry  to  inform  members  that  our  worthy 
host  and  member,  M.  E.  Dove,  will  leave  us  next  Wednes- 
day.—H.  Haines.  •  ' 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales"  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Owing  to  the  bad 
weather  the  outing  to  Ware  wa?  not  a  success,  none  ot 
the  prizes  being  taken.  They  will  be  fished  tor  again  on 
Jan  2 1  at  Sunbury,  usual  stretch.  W  ill  all  members  who 
possibly  can  turn  up  next  Wednesday  P  Most  important 
business. — A.  C.  D. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wooh 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-streot.— The  members  ot  the 
above  fished  a  open  competition  in  the  Thames  for  then- 
January  series  of  prizes  on  the  17th  inst.,  with  the 
following  remit:  Messrs.  .1.  Wejgley  sen.,  t.rs  :  1 
Woodhcad,  second;  J.  Smith,  third;  mid  A.  Woodhead, 
fourth  •  the  fifth  prize  not  being  taken.  The  next  visit  on 
the  Central  Association  is  due  to  this  society,  and  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  Feb.  15,  when  the  company  of  brother 
anglers  will  be  esteemed  a  favour.— AlF.CoNN. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  L.— On  Jan.  13 
our  members  wore  out,  but  only  met  with  poor  sport, 

Messrs.  Biwell,  Thompson,  and  I'ar  ntcr  having  some  nice 

shows  of  roach.— B.  Bikski  l.. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain  - 
Abbey  Praed-stroot,  W.— One  prize  only  taken  on  Jan.  1,  . 
at  Henley,  and  that  by  Mr.  Scutt .  Uuting  will  be.  con- 
tinued on  the  24th,  at  Henley;  same  conditions  ;  hut  those 

competing  may  return  by  the  lute  train.— W.  Button. 
Ciapham   Junction    Angling    Society,    1  he 

Clarence,  Winstauley-road,  Claphain  Junction,  B.W.— 
On  Jau  17  Messrs.  A.  Bowater  and  J.  I  DOI  no  weighed-in 
a  grand  show  of  roach  an  1  p  rch.  Member-  are  requested 
not  to  forget  our  duy'B  ouMng  at  W.n.Wor  01)  Jan.  21; 
usual  conditions  |  tow-path  only  ;  jack  and  gudgeon  birred. 
— (1.  T.  Jamkhon.  ..   ,  _,  ...      _  ,_. 

Clerkenwell  and  Distriot  United  Visiting  List. 
—A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  North  London  A.h, 
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on  Tuesday  ovoning,  Mr.  Greg  in  the  chuir.  The  follow 
ing  eleven  societies  hc  ut  representatives,  viz.  :  St.  John  I,* 
Convivial,  Kustoniun,  Bloomibnry  Brothers,  North  Lon- 
don, Camden,  lioyal  George,  Mitre,  Clissold,  HoxtOp 
Brothers,  and  I /.auk  Walton.  This  was  n  it  a  grod  meet- 
ing, but  the  talent  was  good.  Tho  next  visit  will  bo  to  the 
Camden  A  S.,  held  at  the  Victory,  Clarence-road,  Camden 
Town.    Date  not  yet  to  hand.—  K.  Castell. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  High-road, 
Tottenham.— Mr.  Frank  Reed,  fishing  iu  some  private 
wator,  a  very  nice  lot  of  pike,  heaviist  lish  91b.,  several 
hotwoon  61b.  and  71b.  Messrs.  Dumbleton  and  Vick,  jack 
from  the  Lea  ;  Messrs.  Butler  and  Ashmore,  roach  and 
chub  from  Datchot.  Several  other  members  have  had 
fish,  but  sport  genet  ally  lias  been  very  slow.  1  am  pleased 
to  say  that  our  host  (Mr.  Hubbard)  is  making  extensive 
alterations  in  respect  to  a  new  club-room,  which  will  add 
considerably  to  our  comfort. — J.  G.  Dyek. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forost  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate.— Since  last  report  we  have 
1  ad  some  fairly  gool  roach,  largest  lib.  6oz.,  from  Maldon, 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  Creek.  Mr.  A.  Scillitoe  has  been  pro- 
posed for  membership,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week, 
It  was  resolvod  at  last  meeting  that  we  become  enrolled  on 
the  Central  Association.— Scri he. 

Jubilee  Angling  dociety.  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne- 
road. — On  Jan.  17  Messrs.  Gilder  and  Bonce  had  some 
nice  roach  from  the  Thames,  and  Mr.  W.  Keddington 
ono  jack,  61b.  On  Jan.  21  we  fish  a  match,  for  eight  prizes, 
between  Cookham  and  Bourne  End  Bridges ;  two  rods ; 
live  baiting  allowed  ;  all  members  competing  to  pay  an 
entrance  fee  of  Is.  to  go  towards  the  prizes  ;  members  will 
be  allowed  to  enter  on  the  morning  of  the  match. — A. 

[bx. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Sooiety,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Jan.  17  Mr. 
Preston  had  a  nice  tray  of  roach,  sixteen  in  number, 
weight,  121b.  3£oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Merrick,  six  roach,  weight, 
111).  7}oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Poore,  'lib.  roach  and  perch.  We 
meet  on  Feb.  3  to  arrange  a  place  to  fish  our  seventh  and 
last  outing  this  season. — E.  Brockett. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John's-stroet-road,  Clerkenwell. — Our  return  visit  on  the 
18th  was  a  decided  succees,  as  there  were  twenty  clubs 
represented,  for  which  we  return  thanks,  and  promise 
to  return  the  compliment.  The  Convivial  A.S.  is  entitled 
to  the  next  return  visit  on  the  No.  2  list ;  date  not  yet  to 
hand. — F.  Thorling. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W. — On  the  17th 
inst.  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  S.  King,  roach, 
101b,  5oz.  ;  two  pike,  101b.  8oz.  ;  Boury,  roach,  21b.  lOoz. ; 
.1.  Wiight,  roach,  81b.  loz.  ;  J.  Petrie,  roach,  31b.  lOoz.  ; 
Campbell,  roach,  !)oz.  Our  next  outing  takes  place  at 
Windsor  on  Feb.  28. — W.  Aldis. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Colling- 
wood  A.S.,  held  at  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Gollingwood- 
street,  Blackfriars-road,  on  Feb.  1.  This  being  the  first 
visit  this  society  has  received  since  they  haAe  joined  the  list, 
I  trust  they  will  receive  a  good  visit,  especially  as  they 
have  attended  every  visit  since  their  election  on  the  list. — 
Alf.  Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith. — It  has  been  decided 
to  have  a  social  concert  for  members  and  friends  on  Feb.  18. 
Our  next  outing  will  be  on  Jan.  31,  at  Watford.  The 
rules  will  be  revised  next  meeting  night;  will  members 
please  attend  in  force  ?  Mr.  W.  Taylor  weighed-in  on 
Jan.  17  two  jack,  one  5 Jib.  and  the  other  4Jlb.,  and  81b.  of 
perch  from  Hampton. — J.  S.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  N.W. — On  Jan.  17  the  following 
members  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Toothill,  roach,  121b.  5oz  ; 
Davis,  71b.  8oz. ;  Austin,  61b.  lloz. ;  D.  Gillespy,  21b.  6?oz. ; 
Penning,  perch,  21b.  4oz. — T.  Austin. 


;  Mr.  E.  Foreman  presided  over  the  annual  general  meet- 
ing of  the  Piscatorial  Society  on  Monday  last.  The  bahnce- 
sheet  was  discussed  and  passed  unanimously,  as  it  was  an 
extremely  satisfactory  one,  and  shows  that  the  society  is 
in  a  very  flourishing  condition.  All  the  officers  were  re- 
elected, including  the  energetic  committeemen,  which  is  a 
proof  of  the  appreciation  in  which  they  are  held  by  brother 
members.  Mr.  O'Dowd  showed  some  nice  chub  from  the 
Thames.  Dr.  Bruuton  will  re  id  a  paper  on  Monday 
evening  next. 

The  reading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  announced  to  take 
place  on  Monday  evening,  Jan.  18,  was  postponed  till  Mon- 
day, Feb.  1,  in  consequence  of  the  annual  general  meeting 
falling  on  Jan.  18. 

 > t  

Good  old  Nottingham !  the  land  flowing  with  lace, 
eycles,  cigarettes,  Pollution  (with  a  capital  P),  and  the 
best  of  good  fellows  !  Having  been  invited  by  that  most 
go-ahead  provincial  angling  society,  tbe  Nottingham 
Wellington,  to  attend  their  half-yearly  dinner,  accom- 
panied by  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr.  Woolley  Kelsey,  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society,  I  put  in  an  appearance  at  the 
Masonic  Hall  on  Tuesday.  Owing  to  the  unavoidable 
absence  of  the  chairman,  Sir  Henry  Bromley,  the  president 
(Mr.  Gaskell)  and  secretary  (Mr.  Harry  Spray)  pounced 
down  on  us,  aimed  to  the  teeth  with  arguments,  loaded 
pistols,  and  tons  of  condensed  Trent  water  reeking  of 
pollution  with  a  capital  P,  an*  all!  Well,  of  course, 
nobody  but  a  Trent  angler  could  stand  that ,  so  I  succumbed 
to  the  truculent  bait,  and  found  myself  hooked  as  chairman 


for  tho  night.  And  it  was  a  night— it  was  "  an'  all. 
Best  of  everything  i  the  company,  dinner,  wines,  music, 
speeches,  sentiment?.  With  my  two  friends  on  my  left, 
and  Mr.  Gaskell,  Mr.  Case  (the  chief  constable),  Dr. 
RobertB,  and  the  Canon  of  St.  Matthews  on  my  right,  you 
can  guosi  I  was  well  looked  after.    I  was  "  an  all." 

In  replying  to  the  toast  of  the  evening,  "  The  W.  A.S.," 
Mr.  Gaskell  (the  president,  and  one  of  the  original 
founders)  gave  us  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  pollution  (with 
a  capital  P)  question.  Undoubtedly  he,  with  tho  support 
of  the  indefatigable  hon.  sec.,  Mr.  Harry  Spray,  has 
piuncd  up  that  hydra-headed  Dragon  (and  please,  Mr. 
Printer,  don't  spell  this  "  Dragnet,"  or  I  shall  give  you  a 
dose  of  Trent  pollution  (with  a  capital  P),  I  will,  an'  all), 
and  will  in  time  get  him  under  control.  As  yet,  pollution 
(with  a  capital  P)  is  only  scotched— but  now  the  fiat  has 
gone  forth,  war  to  the  knife  to  the  wa(r)ter  fiend,  and  all 
its  supporters. 


Unfortunately,  I,  accompanied  by  the  genial  Doctor, 
had  to  catch  an  early  train  on  Wednesday  morning,  but 
in y  friend  "  K."  could  not  resist  the  opportunity  of 
samplin?  the  Trent  waters.  Piloted  by  those  two  well 
known  Trent  anglers,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Jack 
Bailey  (the  son  of  the  renowned  Nottingham  Bailey),  Mr. 
"  K."  was  fixed  in  a  boat,  and  fished  for  all  he  was  worth. 
Rigged  up  with  a  Nottingham  angler's  coat,  boots,  rod, 
&c,  he  had  to  do  the  trick  in  the  Nottingham  style,  and 
from  what  I  hear,  he  must  have  "  caught  on."  He  did,  an' 
all,  for  a  splendid  basket  of  Trent  roach,  all  over  lib. 
(largest  lib.  8oz.),  one  dozen  only  of  which  were  retained, 
weighing  close  on  161b.,  were  brought  to  London. 

 >♦«•»<  

He  that  is  yclept  "Dragnet"  journeyed  one  pleasant 
day  last  April  to  Sunbury,  to  assist  by  his  presence  at  the 
netting  of  the  reservoir.  He  had  three  travelling  com- 
panions, but  he  had  not  then  what  the  immortal  Captain 
Costigau  would  call  the  "  extrame  felicitie  in  privilege  of 
their  acquaintance."  On  Thursday,  at  the  dinner  to  Mr. 
Nuthall,  at  the  Holborn,  the  four  travelling  companions  of 
Sunbury  (Mrs.  Dragnet,  who  is  looking  over  my  shoulder, 
says  that  sounds  like  "  the  three  tailors  of  Tooley-street  "  ; 
but,  then,  women  are  always  a  little  spiteful,  and — well, 
perhaps  I  did  stay  out  rather  late  on  Thursday  night) 
again  foregathered,  and  in  the  quartet  tbere  was  Mr.  Fred 
Berry  (he  of  the  merry  j  st  and  jocular  laugh),  Mr.  J. 
.Sams,  Mr.  H.  G.  Young,  and  "  Dragnet." 

 >  <  

And  that  same  dinner  was,  I  may  add,  one  of  the 
pleasantest  it  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  enjoy  for  some 
time.  Everything  was  excellent  and  admirable  in  its  way. 
The  dinner  itself  was  a  model  of  what  dinners  ought  to  be, 
and  were  the  T.A.P.S.  to  decide  to  give  such  a  one 
every  day,  and  had  the  kindness  to  provide  me  with  a 
season  ticket  ,  no  word  of  protest  would  be  raised  above 
"  Dragnet's  "  signature.  As  for  thecompany,  it  was  ideal. 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  in  the  chair,  genial  and  courtly,  whose 
popularity  is  becoming  even  greater  every  day ;  Mr.  A. 
Nuthall  and  his  two  brothers,  who  are  hosts  in  themselves  ; 
Mr.  Fred  Berry,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  Mr.  Elsmore,  and 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  the  courteous  secretary,  than  whom 
a  kindlier-hearted  man  or  more  genuine  angler  doesn't 
exist.  These  are  but  a  selection,  but  they  show  the 
quality. 

Three  new  members  are  to  bs  proposed  at  Monday's 
meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society. 

On  Monday  last  Mr.  H.  Pincott  Hill,  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society,  showed  me  a  dead  dabchick.  Mr.  Hill 
was  fishing  at  Datchet  and  saw  it  floating  down  stream, 
and  on  examination  found  that  it  had  choked  itself  in 
swallowing  a  miller's  thumb.  He  is  having  tbe  bird 
preserved. 

 >  »»♦<  

Writing  from  the  Half  Moon  Hotel,  St.  Neots,  Mr. 
Nash  says  :  "  We  have  to  go  from  home  to  learn  the  state 
of  our  river.  If  the  daily  papers  are  to  be  credited,  we 
dwellers  on  the  Ouse  must  have  been  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition lately,  and  even  Mr.  Ducker's  report  iu  last  week's 
Gazette  appears  to  confirm  the  statement  that  we  are 
about  drowned  out  in  this  immediate  locality.  We  cer- 
tainly had  more  water  than  usual  for  a  short  time,  but 
got  none  in  the  streets,  whilst  in  November,  1894,  it  was 
about  4ft.  deep  in  our  High-street.  I  believe  that  below 
the  lock  at  the  "Spa"  the  water  has  been  very  high, 
and  Little  Paxton  had  the  full  benefit  of  it.  I  consider 
that  by  Saturday  the  water  will  be  in  just  about  perfect 
condition  if  we  get  no  more  rain  ;  but  this  has  been  the 
case  bo  many  times  this  season  on  Wednesday,  whilst 
Thursday  has  upset  everything,  that  I  really  begin  to 
despair  of  having  things  as  they  should  be  on  Sunday  ever 
again." 


Our  Wroxham  correspondent  writes  i  "  The  long 
expacted  (and  by  anglers  much  dreaded)  snow  has  at 
length  put  in  appearance  here,  followed  by  sleet  and  rain, 
and  outdoors  we  are  iu  a  state  of  slushy  wretchedness. 
This  condition  of  things  will  not  improve  the  prospects  Of 
sport,  which,  as  regards  pike  fishing,  has  all  along,  from 
the  commencement  of  the  season  in  the  second  week  of 
September,  been  particularly  meagre  in  public  waters. 
Indeed,  as  regards  the  preserved  waters,  I  do  not  think 
that  on  the  whole  even  these  have  yielded  anything  like 
so  well  this  year  as  last  ,  although  there  is  no  doubt  that 
the  fact  that  pike  fishing  in  particular  has  not  been  pursued 
by  nearly  so  many  local  anglers  as  in  tbe  season  of  1895-has 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  comparative  lack  of  records 
of  sport  with  Eso.v  luciiis  in  the  distriot.  Moreover,  as  re- 


gards fishing  and  aquatic  amusements  generally  throughout 
1896,  the  prevailing  passion  for  cycling,  which  was  a  feature 
throughout  the  year,  undoubtedly  thinned  the  ranks  of 
anglers,  yachtsmen,  and  boating  people  to  a  very  great 
extent,  so  much  so,  that  on  the  rivers  one  scarcely  met  one 
yacht  or  boat,  where  in  1896  one  would  meet  three  or 
four,  until  the  middle  of  August,  when  the  traffic  became, 
as  usual,  very  heavy.  Nevertheless,  some  splendid  pike 
have  just  lately  been  killed  (on  private  water  be  it  well 
understood)  by  those  who  remained  as  devoted  as  ever  tj 
this  sport.  I  saw  five  fish,  aggregating  1141b.,  last  week, 
all  in  fine  condition  and  beautifully  marked,  except  one, 
which  was  the  fiercest  "  crocodile-mouthed,"  gristly  old 
veteran  (171b.)  I  ever  clapped  eyes  on.  Three  of  these 
fish  (171b.,  151b.,  121b.)  were  killed  by  two  of  our  most 
expert  local  pike  anglers  (whose  names  I  do  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  give  without  their  permission)  during  a  short 
time  one  morning.  I  believe  they  have  occasionally  had 
as  many  as  fourteen  or  fifteen  in  a  day  from  the  same 
water. 


"  There  is  no  getting  away  from  the  fact  that  really  good 
pike  fishing  is  becoming  harder  and  more  expensive  to 
obtain  (in  most  English  waters,  at  any  rate)  than  decent 
trout  fishing  nowadays.  In  Norfolk,  as  I  pointed  out  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette  three  or  four  years  ago,  quite  insig- 
nificant pools  and  broadlets  now  let  for  relatively  con- 
siderable sums  annually,  and  permission  for  private  broads 
really  worth  fishing  is  mos1;  difficult  for  anyone  not  a 
personal  acquaintance  of  owners,  or  in  some  other  manner 
connected  with  them,  to  obtain.  Then,  again,  pike 
fishing,  especially  for  the  average  city  angler,  is  a  decidedly 
expensive  sport.  Apart  from  the  (to  many)  considerable 
cost  of  good  pike  rods,  reels,  traces,  tackle,  &c,  in  the 
majority  of  cases  a  day's  piking  usually  involves  the 
hire  of  a  horse  and  trap,  and  perhaps  boat, 
purchase  of  live  bait,  tips  to  keepers,  ostlers, 
&c,  bringing  up  the  day's  expenses  to  from  10s. 
to  15s.  or  even  a  sovereign,  an  outlay  at  which 
piking  is  prohibitive  to  many  hundreds  of  enthusiastic 
town  anglers,  and  which  is  scarcely  to  be  contemplated  by 
those  more  fortunately  circumstanced,  except  in  view  of 
visits  to  very  well  stocked  private  water.  This  is  an 
unfortunate  condition  of  affairs,  and  one  which  cannot 
well  be  mended,  and  it  is  only  by  reason  of  an  earnest 
wish  to  secure  anglers  from  much  keen  disappointment 
that  I  have  been,  and  am,  induced  to  make  these  remarks, 
and  others  of  a  similar  tenor;  in  the  Fishing  Gazette.  At 
least,  matters  might  be  ameliorated,  as  far  as  piking  in  our 
public  rivers  is  concerned,  by  the  abolition  of  trailing  and 
the  indiscriminate  slaughter  of  undersized  fish,  which  is  so 
unfortunately  prevalent." 

"  Straw  Hat  "  has  been  "  out "  this  week.  He  says  it 
was  rather  a  bitter  experience  ;  lake  frozen  over,  but  found 
a  corner  ;  line  frozen  to  the  rings,  obliged  to  breathe  on 
them  to  thaw  them,  and  run  the  line  through  his  lips. 
After  all  his  exertions,  no  luck  at  all !  [I'm  sorry  to 
hear  it.  Did  you  think  summer  had  com?  again?  And 
wasn't  it  a  bit  too  cold  for  a  straw  hat  ?] 
 >  »  ♦  ♦  <  

Mr.  Rolph  (Ram  Hotel,  Brandon)  reports  the  river 
(Ouse)  in  good  condition,  and  says  the  pike  fishing  is  the 
best  known  for  several  years.  The  floods  have  gone  down, 
and  roach  and  dace  fishing  plentiful. 


The  Loa  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cricketers'  Hotel, 
Clarence-road,  Clapton  (proprietor,  J.  Beech),  announce  a 
grand  smoking  concert  to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  9, 
in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 


This  is  from  Mr.  Tisley  :  "  '  Blessed  are  they  that  expect 
nothing,  for  they  shall  not  be  disappointed.'  Applying 
the  above  to  myself,  I  liave  been  disappointed,  as  upon  my 
going  out  on  the  17th  inst.,  expecting  nothing,  I  not  only 
got  something,  but  found  the  jack  well  on  tho  feed,  as  in 
less  than  two  hours'  fishing  I  had  three  nice  fish  and  runs 
from  two  more,  which  I  did  not  succeed  in  landing ;  and,  in 
addition  to  this,  several  of  my  acquaintance  who  went 
out  yesterday  brought  home  both  jack  and  perch." 
 >  <  

John  Keene  (the  well  known  fisherman  of  Datchet) 
has  bought  the  whole  of  the  tackle  which  belonged  to  the 
late  Mr.. J.  P.  Wheeldon.  He  will  be  glad  to  see  or  hear 
from  anyone  who  would  care  to'  purchase  a  relic  of  this 
famous  angler.    They  are  to  be  sold  cheap. 


My  card  of  invitation  reads  as  follows:  "The  Serapis 
Angling  Soeiety.  A  good  old  angler's  supper  will  be  held 
at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  High-street,  Stoke  Newington, 
N.,  on  Wednesday  next,  Jan.  27,  at  7.30.  o'clock  punc- 
tually. Chairman,  Mr.  Alfred  G.  Jardine."  This  is  a 
little  "  house  warming"  to  celebrate  the  removal  of  the 
club  to  more  commodious  premises. 


The  Boyal  Aquarium  has  a  most  favourable  director's 
report  for  1896.  The  profits  exceed  that  of  any  previous 
year,  the  net  amount,  after  payment  of  all  preferential 
charges  and  allowing  for  bad  debts  and  probable  con- 
tingencies, being  over  £16,000.  The  directors  propose 
paying  5  per  cent,  and  Is.  bonus  per  share  on  the 
40,000_  ordinary  shares  of  £5  each,  arid  carry  forward 
£14,178  lis.  8d.  A  number  of  flower  shows,  dog  shows, 
and  exhibitions  are  announced  for  this  year,  the  first  being 
the  Yachting  Exhibition,  which  will  open  on  Tuesday, 
Feb.  2,  and  will  be  a  most  representative  display. 



It  is  stated  by  a  well  known  chemist  that  all  the  known 
chemical  elements  are  hold  in  solution  in  the  waters  of  any 
of  the  great  oceans.  *      Dkai;  \  i  i . 
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i^otes  from  tije  ^torti). 

After  the  storm  comes  the  calm,  and  the  present  week  ha? 
been  in  rare  contrast  to  that  of  the  past  on  the  East  Coast 
of  Scotland  from  St.  Abbs'  Head  upwards.  Such  a  storm 
as  that  experienced  on  Old  Christmas  and  the  succeeding 
three  or  four  days  has  not  been  seen  within  the  past 
twenty-five  years  at  least. 

The  question  is,  what  effect  has  it  had  on  the  early 
spring  fish,  which  were  known  to  be  coming  on  the  coast 
in  increasing  numbers  ?  They  were  seen  disporting  in  the 
biy  of  Nigg,  south  of  Aberdeen,  before  the  storm,  but 
not  a  fin  since.  There  is  a  belief  that  they  are  up  the 
rivers,  but  from  the  easterly  direction  of  the  wind  we  are 
inclined  to  think  they  are  off  the  coast  for  the  nonce. 

The  spawning  season  on  the  Dee  has  been  a  magnificent 
one,  and  especially  so  in  the  upper  waters,  where  the  head 
of  migrating  fish  was  thickest. 

Another  shark,  this  time  weighing  25cwt.,  and  measur- 
ing 15ft.  in  length,  and  6ft.  in  girth,  was  caught  in  the 
dragnet  of  the  steam  trawler  Britannia.  This  is  the 
largest  specimen  yet  brought  into  Aberdeen. 

There  is  some  probability  that  the  Liends  of  the 
Scottish  trawlers,  or  trawl  owners  rather,  iu  Parliament, 
will  make  an  effort  to  obtain  an  inquiry  into  the  working 
of  the  Fishery  Act  early  in  the  session.  The  mitigation  of 
the  prohibitoiy  regulations  at  present  in  force  is  the_  aim 
of  the  party  in  question,  and  the  difficulty  in  obtaining 
cuttle  tish  for  bait  just  now  helps  them  materially. 
The  trawlers  brought  the  main  supply  of  this  fish  when 
they  were  allowed  to  fish  in  shallow  waters,  where  the 
ink-fish  abounds;  but  since  they  have  been  driven  to 
.deeper  waters  the  fishermen  have  had  to  look  for  their 
bait  from  other  quarters.  Meantime  the  chief  supply  is 
got  from  Grimsby,  and  has  recently  reached  the  top  figure 
of  £12  per  ton.  ■ 

The  season  opened  on  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  under 
very  favourable  auspices  as  regards  weather,  and  the  result 
of  the  opening  day,  as  far  as  the  river  was  concerned  at 
least,  was  highly  satisfactory.  Clean  fish  were  forward  in 
goodly  numbers,  while  the  inevitable  kelt  also  displayed  him- 
self in  all  the  magnitude  of  his  force.  One  angler  had  to 
do  with  eleven,  and  another  with  as  many  as  eight  kelts. 

Dr.  Profeit,  Her  Majesty's  Commissioner  at  Balmoral, 
is  at  present  lying  seriously  ill.  He  has  been  ailing  more 
or  less  for  some  time  back,  but  is  now  entirely  confined  to 
his  bed.  The  doctor,  who  has  not  missed  an  opening  day 
cn  the  river  since  he  took  up  office  at  Balmoral,  will,  we 
fear,  have  to  spend  the  coming  advent  within  doors.  How- 
ever, if  he  is  strong  enough  three  weeks  hence,  he  will 
make  an  effort  to  be  in  at  the  opening,  although  it  is  only 
in  a  very  early  season  that  clean  fish  are  the  length  of 
Balmoral  before  the  early  days  of  March. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Profeit,  another  keen  angler,  and  a  son 
of  the  Commissioner,  has  just  been  transferred  from  the 
vice-consulship  at  Tunis  to  be  vice-consul  at  Soulina,  in 
Ronmania,  a  much  more  important  post. 

A 'rare  prosecution  has  just  come  off  in  the  Banff 
Sheriff  Court,  at  the  instance  of  the  Spey  Fishery  Board. 
A  crofter's  son,  living  away  among  the  Grampians,  not  far 
from  Cairngoram,  has  been  fined  £2  2s.  and  £1  of  expenses 
for  taking  salmon  from  the  Lcchy,  a  tributary  of  the 
Avon,  which,  again,  is  a  tributary  of  the  Spey. 

It  is  not  often  that  these  highlanders'get  the  chance  of 
a  fish,  and  when  they  do  they  are  pretty  careful  to  conceal 
the  fact.  However,  this  prosecution  is  proof  enough  that 
fish  have  been  seen  in  burns  and  streams  where  they  have 
seldom  been  seen  before  — at  least  by  the  present 
generation.  Where  this  lad  was  taking  salmon,  with  a 
stable  fork,  as  fast  as  he  could  pitch  them  out  cn  the 
bank,  there  is  not  water  enough  to  drown  a  rat  at  most 
seasons  of  the  year. 

A  very  large  number  of  salmon  poaching  cases  were  dis 
posed  of  at  Peebles  last  week,  and  mulcted  in  sums  ranging 
from  19s.  Cd.  to  £4.  Some  special  and  peculiar  cases  were 
up.  James  Cochrane,  insurance  agent,  Lander,  for  taking 
three  salmon  with  rod  and  rake  hooks,  was  fined  £2  1  Is.  Cd. 
or  five  days.  This  is  the  way  to  treat  the  sniggerers,  and 
any  season  on  the  Don  half  a  dozen  such  sportsmen  (?) 
may  be  had  up  at  any  time  during  the  back-end. 

The  trawlers  who  come  under  the  leash  of  the  law  need 
not  look  for  any  mercy.  Frederick  Powderell,  of  the 
steam  trawler  Commodore,  was  mulcted  in  £70  or  thirty 
days  for  illegal  trawling  last  week.  He  only  came  out  of 
I  gaol  the  week  before,  having  been  forty  days  incarcerated 
tor  another  offence,  and  failed  to  pay  the  fine  of  £80. 

The  Tonglatd  salmon  hitchery  on  the  Solway  Dee  is 
again  in  full  working  order,  after  having  been  in  desuetude 
for  a  great  number  of  years.  This  was  among  the  oldest 
salmon  hatcheries  in  Scotland  of  which  we  have  any 
current  account.  It  was  in  ,uae  in  1830,  again  in  1862-M 
and  from  1875  till  last  year,  when  it  came  into  the  hand 
of  Mr.  John  Anderson  and  Son,  Edinburgh,  along  with 
the  Dee  fishings. 


With  reference  to  the  illness  of  the  Marchioness  of 
Huntly,  I  understand  that  her  ladyship  is  suffering  from  a 
severe  attack  of  influenza. 

A  good  many  thousands  cf  pounds  are  no  doubt  suuk  in 
fish  in  Aberdeen ,  but  an  outlet  for  further  investment  is 
proposed  by  the  institution  of  a  marine  laboratory  and 
aquarium  at  the  beach.  Here  you  can  put  your  money  on 
the  real,  live  article,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  studying 
the  little  ways  of  the  finny  tribe. 

There  can  be  no  manner  of  doubt  that  Aberdeen  is  very 
favourably  situated  for  the  establishment  of  such  institu, 
tions  as  those  proposed.  Then,  in  addition  to  this  advantage- 
it  is  reckoned  that  immense  benefits  would  accrue  to  the 
university  and  to  the  fisher  people  of  the  town  and  county 
and  adjoining  coasts.  There  is,  perhaps,  nothing  on  which 
those  who  eat  fish  and  those  who  catch  them  are  more 
ignorant  than  the  subject  of  pisciculture. 

As  to  the  aquarium  as  a  paying  venture,  it  should 
succeed.  It  would  be  one  of  the  greatest  attractions  in 
the  city  to  natives  and  visitors  alike,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  project  will  speedily  be  carried  out. 

It  was  stated  last  week  that  the  value  of  fish  brought 
into  Aberdeen  had  risen  from  £10,000  to  £40,000  in  twelve 
years.  There  was  a  slight  mistake  of  a  "  0  "  wanting  after 
the  latter  number,  but  which  makes  a  very  material 
difference  notwithstanding,  the  rise  being  from  £10,000 
to  £400,000.  Special  Scotch. 


de 


The  hatchery  has  been  overhauled  and  almost  created 
„j  wo  to,  the  latest  improvements  having  been  added. 
There  are  at  present  200  000  ova  on  the  grills,  all  put 
down  by  the  Messrs.  Anderson,  who  are  as  enthusiastic 
over  the  matter  as  the  late  proprietor,  Mr.  Gillone,  who 
made  it  a  commercial  enterprise. 


provincial  Botes 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association  was 
held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel,  Smithfield,  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  Jan.  14.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended,  as  the  whole  of  the  delegates, 
with  two  exceptions,  were  present.    The  president,  in 
opening  the  meeting,  pointed  out  that  there  were  two  im- 
portant notices  of  motion  down  on  the  agenda,  which  would 
bo  considered  if  time  permitted,  but  the  business  appertain- 
ing to  the  election  of  the  committee  for  the  ensuing  year 
would  be  taken  first.    It'  was  decided  that  the  election  be 
conducted  by  ballot,  instead  of  by  the  show  of  hands,  and 
that  the  ei-officio  officers  act  as  tellers.  Thirty-three 
gentlemen  were  duly  nominated  to  form  the  committee, 
which  consists  of  twenty  members.    The  result  of  the 
election  was  as  follows  :  H.  Garner,  Bellbarn  ;  F.  Simkiss, 
Hawthorn;  J.  Jones,  Highgate  Park ;  J.  Kingham,  Spring 
Hill  -  A.  Bourne,  Lamp;  J.  Rabone,  Fruitful  Vine ;  W. 
Yardley,  Manor ;  J.  Hughes,  St.  Paul's;  F.  Jolly,  Loyells 
Falcon  ;     J.  Taylor,    Queen's    Arms  ;     J.  Hopwood, 
St  Thomas's ;  W.  Foster,  Deritend ;  W.  Jenkins,  Small 
Heath, ;  J.  Flavell,  Tenby;  W.  Meek,  Hearts  of  Oak  ;  J. 
Royle,  Dudley;  D.  Currie,  Belmont;  J.  Bowlby,  Good 
Intent;  W.  Griffiths,  West  End;  and  H.  Tullett,  Old 
Green  Man.    Owing  to  the  want  of  time  the  two  notices 
of  motion  were  allowed  to  stand  over  until  the  second 
Thursday  in  Feb.  Several  other  important  matters  will  be 
brought  before  this  meeting.    The  majority  of  the  Bir- 
mingham clubs  are  making  a  large  number  of  new  mem- 
bers, and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  strength  of 
the  association  will  exceed  4500 ;  the  number  of  members 
paid  upon  to  the  Provincial  Association  last  October  was 
over  4000,  and  at  the  present  rate  the  clubs  are  making 
members  this  number  will  be  considerably  increased.  The 
St.  Paul's,  Camden,  Tenby,  and  Hearts  of  Oak  clubs  have 
already  made  over  100  new  members  this  year,  independent 
of  what  the  other  clubs  have  done  in  this  direction.  The 
new  clubs  will  bring  in  over  200  members,  and  there  are 
still  further  applications  by  new  clubs  for  affiliation,  the 
latest  being   that    of   the    Princess  of  Wales  Club, 
which  is  being  formed  in  Conybere-street ;  4500  travel- 
ling cards  have  been  printed   for  Birmingham,  but  1 
have  reason  to  behove  that  another  100  will  be  required 
before  many  months  are  gone.     The  Kidderminster 
Association  at  their  last  general  meeting  appointed  Mr.  H. 
Smith  of  18  New  Wood-street,  to  the  office  ot  secretary, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Gwillam.    The  secretary  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Angling  Association  is  doing  all  in  his  power  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  netting  done  by  boatmen  and  others  in  t  he 
Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company.     Ho  has  placed  the 
matter  before  the  pw  per  authorities,  and  the  bank  rangers 
have  received  instructions  to  take  action  against  anyone  in 
future  caught  taking  fish  other  than  by  a  rod  and  line. 
The  company  has  also  been  npproached  with  the  view  OI 
opening  up  the  canal  for  Sunday  fishing,  and  the  matter  is 
now  under  consideration.    The  Stratford  Canal  has  been 
emptied  at  Brearley  and  Wilmeote,  and  a  large  number  ot 
bream  roach,  pike,  perch,  and  eels  have  been  taken  out 
by  the  country  people  at  the  lime  wharf  at  Wilmcoto. 
Barrow  loads  of  IibIi  were  taken,  eomo  of  the  fish  running 
above  the  average  size  for  canal  tish.    A  largo  number  ot 
the  small  fish  were  left  undisturbed. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  Fen  waters  had  subsided  nicely  towards  the  end  of 
last  week,  and  there  seemed  a  probability  of  an  car  y 
resumption  of  angling,  which  had  for  some  days  previously 
been  at  a  standstill  in  consequence  of  the  recent  floods. 
A  heavy  fall  of  snow  cn  Saturday,  however,  entirely 
changed  the  prospects,  and  a  sudden  thaw  meant  a  further 
disturbance  of  the  waters.  This  however  did  not 
commence  until  Tuesday,  so  that  on  Monday  a  WW  iportl- 
men  were  able  to  resume  operations.  The  reports  that 
have  since  come  to  hand  show  that,  so  far  as  the  YYitham 
is  concerned,  the  middle  reaches  are  in  better  condition 


for  trolling  than  the  lower  lengths.  About  Bardney,  pike 
fishing  has  been  fairly  remunerative,  but  no  exceptional 
takes  are  mentioned.  A  few  pike  have  also  fallen  to  the 
trolling  rod  on  the  Forty-foot  but  on  this,  as  most  other 
waters,  sport  is  far  less  successful  than  it  _ was  few  weeks 
ago  ;  nor  can  this  be  wondered  at,  considering  the  agitation 
to  which  the  waters  have  lately  been  subjected.  Writing 
on  Wednesday  night,  our  correspondent  adds  :  "  The  snow 
thaw  has  not  caused  such  a  rise  in  the  rivers  as  was 
anticipated,  and  angling  (though  far  from  being  general) 
has  not  been  checked  to  the  extent  that  was  feared.  A 
spell  of  fine  weather  would  now  greatly  improve  the 
prospects." 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  Leeds  Amalgamation  have  transferred  about  5000 
roach  and  several  king  carp,  some  of  which  weighed  from 
31b.  to  331b.,  from  the  Ornamental  Waters  to  the  Waterloo 
Lake  in  Roundhay  Park,  and  a  quantity  of  trout  have 
also  been  removed  from  the  rearing  ponds  to  the  trout 
lake  in  the  park.    The  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society  have  had  another  consignment  for  the  River  Hull, 
consisting  this  time  of  trout ;  they  are  also  attending  to 
their  own  pond  at  Newland.    The  Hand  in  Hand  A.S. 
have  also  had  a  consignment  of  trout  for  their  large  poni 
at  Barrow  Haven,  and  500  king  carp  have  also  recently 
been  turned  into  the  River  Ancholme  at  Brigg,  and  more 
are  to  follow.    This  should  be  very  gratifying  to  our  local 
anglers.    The  whole  of  the  above  fish  are  from  consign- 
ments from  the  Manor  Fishery  at  Caistor.    I  he  prize 
("  An  Angler's  Basket,"  by  the  late  T.  E.  Pritt)  given  by 
Mr.  T.  E.  Noble,  of  Prospect-street,  Hull,  for  the  best 
roach  from  the  River  Hull  during  the  y&st  seascn  of 
1896,     has    been    awarded    to    Mr.    II.    Boyd,  of 
the  Victoria  A.S.,  for  a  fish  scaling  lib.  9oz.    The  Marl- 
borough A.S.  will  hold  a  smoking  concert  at  the  Marrow 
Bone  and  Cleaver,  in  Fetter-lane,  on  Feb.  8,  and  are 
taking  time  by  the  "  forelock,"  for  they  have  already 
arranged  their  first  match  of  the  season,  which  is  to  take 
place  on  the  River  Hull,  at  Weel  Ferry,  on  March  14.  On 
Jan.  16  the  Sandringham  Angling  and  Recreation  Societies 
held  their  joint  annual  dinner  at  the  Sandringham  Hotel, 
Paragon-street,  Hull.    Mr.  A.  Mearns  occupied  the  chair, 
and  was  ably  assisted  in  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Ward.  A  new  angling  society  has  been  formed  at  Driffield, 
called  the  Driffield  Hearts  of  Oak  A.C.    The  officers  are  ; 
President,  Mr.  G.  W.  Stockton;  treasurer,  Mr.  (i.  \V. 
Bright;  and  secretary,  Mr.  B.  Kirby.    At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Horns  Angling  and  Recreation  Society, 
Mr.  H.  Fielding*  was  elected  president;  Mr.  C.  Heall, 
treasurer;  and  Mr.  J.  Gascoigne,  secretary.   They  will 
open  the  season  with  a  smoking  concert  on  Monday,  Feb.  1. 
The  Victoria  A.S.  have  a  special  meeting  at  headquarters 
on  Monday,  Jan.  25,  at  8  p.m. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE.  m  ,  . 
There  will  be  a  very  interesting  event  next  1  uesday  in 
the  Levenshulme  district  ,  when  Mr.  E.  Harrop  delivers  hi; 
promised  lecture  to  the  local  association  cf  fishermen.  The 
Openshaw  Angling  Society  have  elected  officers  as  follows  : 
President,  J.  H.  Chadwick ;  vice-president,  J.  Rogers; 
secretary,  C.  P.  Milnes ;  committee,  Si  Rubery,  J.  Jones, 
T.  Jones,  J.  Carr.and  J.  Lomas.  They  announce  the  acqui- 
sition of  a  private  water,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will 
have  better  results  than  those  obtained  from  previous 
ventures.  Several  of  our  men  have  been  away  in  Derby- 
shire and  Cheshire  after  the  roach,  with  very  fair  results, 
one  or  two  baskets  being  exceptionally  satisfactory. 
The  officers  of  the  Barton  Association  have  been  elected 
as  follows  :  President,  J.  W.  Jones  ;  vice,  W.  Hmchlippe  ; 
treasurer,  F.  Eggleston  ;  secretary,  W.  H.  Wood  ;  com- 
mittee, J.  Lowe,  J.  Woods,  G.  Robinson,  h.  Rhowbottom, 
and  F.  Eggleston,  jun.  The  members  intend  sparing  no 
efforts  to  make  the  coming  season  highly  enjoyable.  The 
fishermen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  liedford-Lcigh  contein- 
plate  going  in  for  a  Tot  of  matches  this  summer.  Already 
several  fixtures  have  been  made,  and  others  are  in  view. 
The  championship  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  tor 
this  season  is  sure  to  be  a  big  thing  tar  sur. 
passing  all  previous  events,  some  of  which  have  been  largo. 
At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Royal  Walton  Angling  Society, 
Blackley,  the  following  officials  wore  elected:  Mr.  W. 
Smith,  re-elected  president,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
vice-presidents:  Mr.  T.  Craven,  Councillor  G.  Need  ham, 
J  i>  .  Mr  W.  Roberts,  treasurer;  Mr.  J.  Holmes, 
secretary;  committee,  Messrs.  W.  Kenyon  W.  Tinker, 
M.  Thompson,  T.  Rontledge,  G.  Tongo,  and  J.  McConnoll. 
The  membership  was  extended  from  eighty  fo  100,  and  is 
already  made  up.  The  society  is  going  111  for  stocking 
their  private  waters  again  with  about  1000  more  Lincoln- 
shire roach  and  perch. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
From  an  angling  point  of  view,  the  weather,  if  at  times 
a  bit  variable,  has  not  been  so  bad  as  might  be  expected 
during  the  opening  month  of  the  year,  a  month  which  is 
u.-uallv  associated  with  plenty  of  snow  and  ice  which 
invariably  puts  a  veto  on  angling,  in  common .with  other 
kinds  of  "sport  in  the  foxhunting  shire  With  thoexcop  ion 
of  a  few  intermittent  snowstorms,  110  further  interruption 
has  taken  place  during  the  week,  and  with  anglers  paying 
plenty  of  attention  to  the  Leicester  waters,  raro  lots  ot 
roach  have  be  n  weighod-in  at  the  clubs.  Mr.  Kid,  in  u 
basket   of   71b.,  obtained   one  good  specimen  weighing 


lib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Prime,  during  two  days,  got  141b.,  a  brace 
and  a  half  of  the  catch  going  cm  r  Mb.  And  M  r  Miuttle. 
wood  with  91b.  of  roach;  Mr.  Cave,  Sib.;  Mr.  Hunt, 
71b  ;  and  Mr.  Willett,  61b.,  were  also  prominent, 
with  fieh  landed  from  the  canal.  A  few  of  the 
L.A.S.  subscrii  ore  havo  been  trolling  mid  spinning 
for  pike  and  of  those  who  tried  their  luck  Messrs. 
Pace  and  Iliffo  manugod  .to  gel  a  few  smal 
ones.  The  back-waters  al  Aylestoii  have  received  but  scant 
attention  from  the  fraternity,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
netting  close  to  the  river,  the  banks  being  111  a  bad  state 
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with  boing  under  wnt  >r  ho  frequently  of  late ;  Bfcill,  ere  the 
season  closes,  some  of  the  bitf  chub  for  whicli  this  portion 
of  the  Leicester  preserves  are  noted  will  doubtless  have 
been  grassed.  Last  week  a  fairly  good  sized  otter  was 
shot  on  tho  Harbarough  Hogs  by  Mr.  Berry,  a  poultry 
dealer,  of  Leicester.  The  specimen  was  a  bitch  otter,  and 
measured  45  inches,  and  bad  rrcantly  been  very  destruc- 
tive. It  wns  sent  to  a  local  taxidermist,  named  Pincher, 
for  the  purpose  of  preservation,  and  w  II  probably  be 
shortly  on  view  at  tho  Hinckley- road  Brewery  Hotel. 
Leicester.  Not  much  has  beon  accomplished  at  either  or 
tho  county  resorts.  A  few  anglers  have  been  up  to  tho 
old  caual  at  Market  llarborough,  but  even  where  the 
waters  were  free  of  ice,  they  were  full  of  snow  broth  and 
mud.  The  Leicester  Socioty  has  just  done  a  wise  thing 
in  securing  froin  tho  Grand  Junction  Canal  Company  a 
lease  of  their  waters  in  the  Leicostor  district  for  a  number 
of  years.  Previously  they  only  bold  tho  water  by  courtesy. 
Steps  should  now  be  taken  to  further  increase  the  stock  of 


fish  and  tho  variety  of  species. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  business  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Anglers' 
Association  was  held  at  tho  Grand  Hotel  on  the  19th. 
i'ho  departmental  reports  and  also  the  balance-sheet  were 
highly  s  itisfactory.    Tho  hatchery  is  in  full  swing,  and  its 
usefulness  is  demonstrated  by  tho  fact  that  last  season  was 
tar  above  the  average  in  the  number  of  fish  caught,  not- 
withstanding the  dry  spring.     Mr.  R.  Burn  remains  the 
lion,  secretary  of  tho  fishing  committee  and  in  charge  of 
the  hatchery.    The  roll  call  is  fully  maintained,  and  the 
(.oil  Club  still  proves  of  great  interest  to  some  of 
the    members,  so  that  all    rounl  this  association  is 
in  a,  healthy  condition.     The  following  officers  were 
re-elected  :  President,  Dr.  Hutton  ;  treasurer,  Mr  G  S 
Woolley;  secretary,  Mr.  E.  It.  Austin;  all  honorary 
appointments.    A  council  of  eight  completes  the  executive 
Mew  clubs  are  springing  up  all  round,  and  the  cause  of  so 
many  new  organisations  is  easily  found;  there  are  not 
enough  attractions  and  vested  interests  in  half  our  clubs 
I  his  dividing  of  small  or  large  balances  at  the  end  of  the 
season  is  a,  mistake.    Keep  them  to  accumulate,  and 
some  day  they  will  be  handy.    One  of  the  best  clubs  in 
Lancashire  did  this,  and  when  £20  was  wanted  quickly  to 
secure  a  desirable  water,  the  amount  was  ready  the 
water  secured,  and  the  club  is  now  in  the  very  front  rank 
ine  latest  organisation  formed  is  the  Friendship  Angling 
Society,  which  comes  from  the  Harpurhey  district,  and  is 
likely  to  prove  a  strong  addition  to  the  clubs  in  Manchester 
1  hey  start  with  over  twenty  members,  and  have  elected 
their  first  executive  as  follows  :  President,  A.  J.  Redman  • 
vice-president,  G.  Dale  ;  treasurer,  J.  Horrocks ;  secretary', 

L«vaD  p  ii-a3E1S  w-n  .seoretary.  M-  James  ;  committee 
Messrs  Pi  ling  Wilkinson,  Davison,  Brannagan,  and 
Wright.  The  Wellington  Angling  Society  had  a  success- 
ful meeting  last  week.  The  new  secretary  is  G.  Tonge 
and  the  other  officials  appointed  are  :  President,  W.  Rout- 
ledge  ;  vice-president,  T.  Moore ;  treasurer,  W.  Gregory  • 
committee,  Messrs.  W.  Moore,  Tinker,  Mottram,  Fletcher' 
and  Spence.  It  is  intended  to  make  arrangements  to  stock 
their  water  and  this  old  organisation  looks  like  having  a 

^P?,rT  tlm?V  The  Moss  Side  Social  Anglers  have 
recently  been  adding  to  their  membership  list,  and  twenty 
were  nominated  at  the  list  meeting.  twenty 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  at  the  period  of  writing  was  fast  runnW 
into  condition  or  chub  fisdling  witu  ^  J^T^^ 
and  brains.  Chubbers "  will  be  glad  of  a  chance  of 
again  getting  '  on  terms."  with  their  favourite  fish  They 
have  had  a  long  rest  in  consequence  of  the  generally 
disturbed  state  of  the.  river.  In  the  closing  dafs  of  the 
Tnd  \reLWate,r  containing  a  sooi  deal  of  colour,  roach 
and  bream  votaries  were  out  in  force,  and  at  Weston 
several  splendid  catches  of  roach  were'  effected,  chiefly 
by    the    cockspur   worm   and   the    tail    end    of  the 

uta"drsmof^0,hW-^e1S   H   °ff  with"  a  tele 
upwards   of   201b.,  and   two  days  following   Mr  J 

rotrSZreled/i°Ve301b-  ,Iwas  suocessM  amongst 
lot  of        i  breaD\  and  a  friead  billed  a  rare 

each  At  W^T^iVH6  fi8h  Mceeded  5oz 
each.  At  Wiltord,  whilst  the  flood  was  raging  Mr 
W  Harrison  secured,  with  worm,  thirty  -  four  dace' 
moderXw    !ft,  M    ^heT  have  done 

none  of  the  1  tf  am°DgSt  /oadl  and  b™™>  though 
fn  tl  „   v  iu  latter  Were  of  estra  size.     On  Monday 

R  H  w  1°  «*S  W^TS'  Mn  W-  T"  HodSSOQ  and  Mr' 
Wakefield,  with  a  couple  of  friends,  fan  and  landed 


a  dozen  pike,  most  of  tho  fish  being  over  51b.  each.  Pike 
were  also  caught  in  Weston  basin  on  Tuesday.  The 
banquet  of  the  Wellington  Society,  held  on  Tuesday  night 
in  the  Masonic  Hall,  was  a  brilliant  success.  Members 
wora  delighted  to  see  Mr.  (S.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  in  the  chair,  and  they  were  more  than  delighted 
with  his  characteristic  speeches.  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr. 
Woolley  Kelsey,  of  the  London  Piscatorial  Society,  were 
present  as  guests,  and  those  gentlemen,  I  understand, 
accompanied  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  on  a  roach  fishing 
mission  to  Shardlow  on  the  following  day.  As  the  author 
of  the  new  work,  "  A  Modern  Treatise  on  Prac'ical  Coarse 
Fish  Angling  :  How  to  Catch  Fieh,"  I  beg  publicly  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  (It.  B.  Marston,  Ksq.),  for  his  most  favourable 
review  of  my  work  list  week.  An  advertisement  in 
reference  to  it  will  bo  found  elsewhere. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

The  weather  has  been  intensely  cold,  with  sharp  frosts 
every  night  for  the  pist  week.  Many  of  our  broads  are 
frozen  over,  and  most  of  the  others  are  discoloured,  so  that 
pike  fishing  has  been  at  a  standstill  again.  One  small 
catch  of  three  fish,  from  41b.  to  71b.,  taken  in  private 
water,  is  the  most  that  has  been  done  by  anyone. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  uncertain  state  of  the  weather  during  the  past  week 
has  not  rendered  the  lot  of  the  ang'er  a  particularly  happy 
one,  as  it  has  been  much  too  cold  and  too  frosty  to  allow  of 
any  great  amount  of  successful  fishing.  The  week-end  was 
very  frosty,  but  a  thaw  has  again  set  in,  so  that  anglers 
are  looking  forward  to  better  sport  if  the  weather 
will  only  be  consistent  for  a  short  time.  The  Trent 
has  been,  fairly  well  patronised,  but  for  a  few 
days  fishing  was  at  a  low  ebb  in  consequence 
or  the  large  quantity  of  snow  in  the  water.  A  little  roach 
fishing  has  been  carried  on  with  a  moderate  amount  of 
success.  In  Lincolnshire  some  very  good  fishing  has  been 
obtained  in  the  Ryton  and  Idle,  but  the  severe  frost  at  the 
week-end  put  a  stoppage  to  the  hopes  of  several  Sheffield 
anglers  who  had  intended  having  a  go  for  the  dace  and 
roach  Visitors  during  the  winter  to  the  Horncistle 
Canal  have  fared  perhaps  as  well  as  anybody,  and  this 
water  has  invariably  provided  good  sport  amongst  roach.  A 
lew  days  ago  several  Sheffielders  had  a  fair  field  day  amongst 
the  roach  at  Cooingsby,  some  specimens  weighing  upwards 
ot  lib.  each  having  been  caught.  The  Witham  has  fished 
indifferently  in  consequence  of  the  floods,  but  a  little  pike 
fishing  has  been  had  in  the  North  Delph.  In  the  Retford 
district  a  small  amount  of  fishing  has  been  obtained,  and 
a  tew  pike  have  been  caught  near  Bollam.  A  match  of 
considerable  interest  to  Sheffield  anglers  was  decided  on 
Monday  in  the  Staveley  Canal,  the  contestants  being 
Messrs.  C.  Powell  and  J.  Wilkinson,  Central  Sheffield,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Argent  and  G.  Hickson,  of  Attercliffe.  A 
good  number  of  fish  were  caught,  Mr.  Wilkinson  landing 
twenty-bye,  whilst  in  the  end  the  Central  representatives 
won  by  thirty-five  fish  to  ten. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  forthcoming  annual  me  sting  of  the  Severn  Con- 
servancy Board  promises  to  be  one  of  considerable 
importance  to  anglers.  A  proposal  is  on  foot  which  would, 
it  carried  out,  completely  revolutionise  the  conditions  under 
which  rod  and  line  licences  are  issued.  The  proposal  is 
that  the  board  shall  ask  the  Board  of  Trade  to  institute 
legislation  empowering  such  bodies  as  the  Severn  Con- 
servancy Board  to  issue  rod  and  line  licences  to  take 
coarse  fish.  It  is  not  expedient  to  discuss  the  pros  and 
cons  of  the  matter  at  this  early  stage,  but  opinions  will 
doubtless  differ  as  to  the  desirability  of  issuing  licences 
such  as  these,  apart  from  the  present  annual  2s.  rod  and 
line  licence  to  take  ' '  trout  and  char. ' '  Under  the  present 
circumstances  anglers  holding  the  latter  document  may 
fish  for  any  fish-other  than  salmon-during  the  open 
months.  When  dealing  with  this  question  the  board  will 
have  to  consider  whether  it  will  be  wise  to  increase  the 
already  arduous  duties  of  the  small  staff  of  water  bailiffs 
on  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and  whether,  if  licences  to 
take  coarse  fish  were  issued,  the  income  of  the  board 
would  be  augmented. 


roach.  There  has  been  a  slight  downfall  of  snow  to-day, 
but  I  trust  we  shall  not  have  much  of  it,  or  sp^rt  will 
again  be  stopped  for  a  time.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  on  the  13th 
inst.,  delegates  from  nearly  all  the  clubs  were  present,  and 
the  majority  of  them  are  dead  set  against  taking  out 
licences  this  year,  which  will  affect  the  finances  of  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board  considerably.  This  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, but  the  board  has  brought  this  about  by  ignoring 
the  interests  and  claims  of  the  anglers  in  this  and  the 
lower  part  of  the  river,  the  late  prosecution  of  anglers  at 
Upton-on-Severn,  in  which  the  board  failed  to  get  a  con- 
viction, bringing  matters  to  a  climax.  A  special  meeting 
of  the  club  delegates  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening 
to  definitely  decide  what  action  the  clubs  will  take. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Reports  to  hand  do  not  show  that  much  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  angling  for  grayling  on  such  waters  as  are  still 
open,  whilst  in  coarse  fish  generally  the  Yorkshire  streams 
have  yielded  but  moderate  sport.    Grayling  were  eagerly 
on  the  feed  whilst  the  brief  spell  of  frost  lasted,  but  the 
weather  reverting  to  its  previous  condition,  anglers  in 
common  with  skaters,  suffered  disappointment.    Not  a 
great  deal  in  any  event  is  likely  to  be  achieved  with 
grayling,  for  in  the  best  known  streams  the  close  time 
began  with  the  New  Year,  and  will  last  till  mid-summer. 
Uoth  the  Swale  and  the  Yore  are  well  stocked  with 
coarse  fish,  and  the  rod  and  line  should  not  if  the 
rivers  subside  somewhat,  be  plied  in  vain.    Some  of  the 
streams  have  been  full  of  flood  water,  and  are  only  iust 
nicely  clearing.    The  pike  taken  has  been  principally 
with  live  bait.    The  prospects  of  trout  fishing  for  the 
coming  season  are  very  encouraging  on  the  Wharf e,  Yore 
bwale,  Rye,  Nidd,  and  Derwent.   The  fish  are  plentiful 
and  m  sound  condition.    Salmon  have  been  reported  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Humber,  and,  under  favourable  conditions 
their  ascent  up  the  Yorkshire  rivers  may  be  looked  for' 
ihese  rivers,  however,  do  not  open  until  February. 


FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

^WTohaV1ha<lsllal?^0st8  for  several  niShts.  al»d  Severn 
and  Teme  has  been  falling  rapidly.  The  water  is  a  good 
colour  for  angling,  but  very  few  rods  have  been  out  since 
bu"day-  ou  wbjcn  day  there  were  some  good  takes  of 


prpam  «  Skins)'  Sillier  Vinolia  Soap 
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POWDER  (for  Nursery.  Redness,  Roughne< 
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SCOTCH  BORDER  NOTES. 

Salmon  poachers  have  been  pretty  busy  in  their 
nefarious  calling  on  the  Border  streams,  and  many 
spawning  salmon  have  been  lifted  off  their  spawning  beds. 
On  the  Annan,  the  other  night,  the  poachers  broke  away 
from  its  moorings  a  boat,  and.it  is  alleged,  clicked  and 
netted  many  fish  off  the  redds.  They  left  the  boat 
stranded  further  down  the  river,  and,  of  course,  escaped 
the  vigilance  of  the.  water  bailiffs.  On  the  Evan,  a 
tributary  of  the  higher  Annan,  two  day  poachers 
were  caught  taking  salmon  from  their  spawning 
beds  and  were  heavily  find  by  the  sheriff  in  the  Dumfries 
Court  last  week-end  On  the  spawning  beds  at  Mount 
Annan  breeding  fish  swarm  in  large  numbers,  and 
notwithstanding  the  watching  of  the  police,  the  fish  I 
learn  have  been  poached.  A  number  of  spring  salmon 
have  been  on  the  move  of  late,  and  with  open  weather  and 
suitable  waters  there  should  be  a  fair  chance  for  a  fish 
about  the  opening  of  the  season.  The  fish  hatchery  on 
the  Kircudbrightshire  D»e  gives  promise  of  good  results  in 
the  hands  ot  Messrs.  A-nderson  and  Son,  Edinburgh.  In  the 
year  1862-63,  Messrs.  Martin  and  Gillone  began  hatching  for 

Zu°!  Hn68-*  25>000  e«?s-  doubling  the 
number  in  the  following  year,  but  great  losses  followed 
through  the  want  of  experience.  For  a  time  hatching  was 
abandoned,  but  five  years-  ago  the  late  Mr.  William 
Uiflone  acquired  considerable  experience,  and  carried  out 
hatching  successfully  at  Tongland  until  his  death,  two 
years  ago.  On  the  fishings  being  acquired  by  Messrs. 
Anderson  and  Son ,  the  rough  appurtenances  were  improved, 
the  hatching  beds  and  approaches  formerly  exposed  to 
the  severity  of  the  winter  have  now  been  pro'ectei  from 
severe  frost  which  used  to  play  sad  havoc  with  the  eggs. 
At  present  there  are  200,000  ova  undergoing  the  process  of 
hatching,  and  the  effect  on  River  Dee  in  after  years  is 
pi  etty  certain  to  produce  a  marked  improvement.  For  a 
day  or  two  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  week  the  rivers 
were  fringed  with  ice,  but  it  has  now  disappeared. 

q  A5-  Dongworth,  of  the  Friendly  Anders' 
Society,  fishing  at  Brandon  on  17th  inet. ,  had  a/other  good 

no^E88  ■  *?e  deSpit-!  the  Urri6c  snowstorm  and 
northerly  wind  which  prevailed  the  greater  part  of  the 

tol'StZln™*?*  Tr  half  a  s-core  0f  fi8b  ™* 
latest  91b  10,1     °neB'  woiS1,in«  wel1  over 

WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

THE  ANGLER'S  DIARY  for  1897 

(Ready  aboxit  April  1st) 
Will  contain  information  on  the  following  subjects 
-Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing  Stations  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  Africa,  America,  Asia,  Europe, 
Australasia,  &o. ;  the  Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Rod 
Licenses  in  the  United  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary 
form,  for  entering  takes  of  fish,  Ac,  &o. 

PRICE  Is.  6d. 


Sampson  Low,  Marston  *  Company,  Lifted, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  K.C. 


January  23,  1897] 
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LARK  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society  was 
held  at  the  Golden  Lion  Hotel,  Newmarket,  on  Monday 
evening,  under  the  presidency  of  the  ex-Mayor  of  Bury 
(Mr.  J.  G.  Oliver).  There  were  present:  Dr.  Aldrich, 
Messrs.  Rodrigo,  Moody,  Dennis,  Leach,  Gilbert,  Tyler, 
0.  E.  Griffiths,  W.  S.  Owers,  H.Bandall,  G.  A.  Manning, 
C.  Brown,  W.  Heaver,  B.  Carlton,  M.  Leach,  and  the 
organising  secretary  (Mr.  W.  Howlett),  and  others.  The 
balance-sheet,  submitted  by  the  chairman,  showed  receipts, 
ncluding  a  balance  of  £5  (5s.  brought  forward  from  last 

i  year,  to  be  £39  Os.  6d.    Of  this  £33  14s.  6d.  had  been 

!  received  in  subscriptions,  the  contributions  from  Bury 

|  again  heading  the  list  with  a  return  of  £10  4s.  6d. 

,  Newmarket  branch  contributed  £8  15s.  6d. ;  Milden- 
haJl,  £6  16s.  6d.;  Barton  Mills,  £5  16s.;  and  Ickling- 
ham  (per  Mr.  Chas.  Wing),  £2  2s.  On  the  expendi- 
ture  side   £26  were  shown  as  having  been  paid  in 

I  wages  to  the  keepers,  and  £4  for  the  rent  of  the 
river.  Printing  amounted  to  £3  13s.  6d.,  and  stamps  and 
stationery  £2  10s.    The  sum  of  10s.  was  included  amongst 

I  the  payment  for  the  completion  of  the  audit  of  the  accounts 
for  1895,  and  the  balance  carried  forward  to  next  year's 

!  accounts,  after  allowing  10s.  for  incidental  expenses  to  the 
general  secretary,  was  £1  17s.    Mr.  Manning  said  the 

■  office  of  auditor  was  an  honorary  one,  and  the  payment 
for  the  audit  of  1895  was  neither  authorised  at  the  general 

]  meeting  nor  at  the  only  committee  meeting  held  last  year, 
and  which  was  convened  early  in  February.  At  the  time 
I  the  first  auditor  was  elected  it  was  clearly  explained  that 
all  offices  were  to  be  honorary.  The  chairman  said  the 
i  matter  was  discussed  at  the  annual  meeting  at  Bury  twelve 
i  months  ago.  Mr.  Manning  said  that  was  so,  and  he 
I  ooposed  the  payment  on  the  ground  that  the  office  of 
<  auditor  was  an  honorary  one.  It  was  in  consequence  of 
i  the  charge  of  10s.  being  made  that  the  meeting  asked 
I  Mr.  L.  F.  Best,  of  Bury,  to  accept  the  auditorship. 

The  accounts,  which  had  been  audited  by  Mr.  Best  and 
]  vouched  for  as  being  accurate,  were  adopted  on  the  pro- 
position of  Mr.  Rodrigo,  seconded  by  Mr.  Moody,  The 
|  question  of  making  the  Lark  a  trout  stream  was  discussed, 
I  and  the  president  said  that  when  the  society  was  about 
j  being  started  a  gentleman  residing  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bury  offered  him  a  thousand  trout  to  be  placed  in  the 
:  Lurk,  but  when  he  found  there  was  a  hostile  feeling 
in  the  club  against  trying  to  exterminate  the  pike  from 
the  river  the  offer  was  withdrawn,  and  he  still  objected  to 
\  giving  the  trout  until  the  pike  were  taken  out  of  the  river. 
I  Personally,  he  thought  it  was  impossible  to  make  the 
Lark  a  trout  stream  until  something  had  been  done  to 
lessen  the  number  of  pike  now  in  the  river.   Last  year, 
they  would  remember,  that  at   the  annual  meeting 
prizes  were  promised   for   specimen  fish.     The  only 
entry,  he  believed,  was  from  Bury.    Mr.  Manuing  had 
informed  him  that  Mr.  Green,  of  the  Three  King's  Hotel, 
ciptured  at  Chimney  Mills  in  July  last  a  roach  weighing 
l|lb.    He  regretted  the  offer  of  prizes  for  specimen 
fish  hai  not  evoked  some  competition,  and  he  presumed 
the  offers  made  last  year  would  remain  good  another 
season.    Mr.  Oliver  was  unanimously  re-elected  president, 
and  Mr.  Griffiths  (Newmarket)  was  elected  auditor  for 
next  year,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  passed  to  Mr.  Lionel  Best 
for  his  gratuitous  services  in  auditing  the  accounts  for 
I  1896.   The  meeting  favoured  the  idea  of  a  fresh  auditor 
being  appointed  annually.    Mr.  Howlett  was  re-elected 
i  general  secretary,  and  Messrs.  G.  A.  Manning  (Bury), 
C.  Brown  (Mildenhall),  and  H.  Howes  (Barton  Mills) 
wre  re-elected  district  secretaries.  The  committee  elected 
were  Messrs.  W.  Fenwick,  C.  Wing,  H.  Randall,  Tyler, 
j  Rodrigo,  O.  E.  Griffiths,  L.  Best,  8".  Aldrich,  and  W.  S. 
j  Owers,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number  if  considered 
j  necessary.  The  question  of  exterminating  the  pike  was  dis- 
4  cussed,  and  an  opinion  was  expressed  that  there  were  not 
I  many  pike  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  river.  Mr.  Manning 
said  that  small  pike  abounded  in  the  river  between 
Cherry  Tree  Lock  and  Fornham,  and  to  place  trout  in 
the  river  in  its  present  condition  would  be  attempting  a 
i  foolieh  and  expensive  experiment.    To  exterminate  the 
|  pike  would  be  practically  an  impossibility,  but  means 
I.  could  be  taken  for  reducing  them  in  numbers.  Mr. 
j  Moody  said  he  had  never  succeeded  in  catching  more 
I  than  four  pike  in  one  day  in  the  river,  try  as  hard  as  he 
could,  and  this  showed,  to  his  mind,  that  pike  were  not 
j  numerous.    Mr.  Howlett  said  one  gentleman  had  caught 
a  upwards  of   100  since  the  month  of  October.  The 
?  Tuddenham  river  was  a  favourite  spawning  ground  for 
[  pike,  and  the  small  pike  soon  made  their  way  into  and 
f  up  the  waters  of  the  Lark.   After  a  lengthy  discussion, 
I  the  opinion  seemed  to  be  favourable  to  an  effort  being 
I  made  to  convert  the  Lark  into  a  trout  stream,  and  the 
L  meeting  decided  that  the  best  way  of  keeping  the  pike 
i,  down  would  be  to  have  no  recognised  close  time  for  pike, 
\  but  angling  for  pike  to  be  confined,  as  at  present,  to  snap 
I  tackle   and   spinning.    The    chairman  introduced  th9 
I  question  of  better  protection   being  provided  for  the 
I  river,  and  advocated  the  engagement  of  one  keeper  who 
'would  patrol  the  river  daily  and  confine  himself  entire'y 
to  wa' clung  the  river,  instead  of  two  keepers,  as  at 
present,  who  were  frequently  engiged  to  attend  fishing 
parties,  and  who  were  not  proficient  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.    Very  serious  complaints  had  been  made 
as  to  the  inefficient  way  in  which  the  river  between 
Mildtnhall  and  Cherry  Tree  Lock  was  watched,  and  it 
would  be  necessiry,  if  they  were  going  to  try  and  make 
the  Lark  a  trout  river,  to  afford  better  protection  than 
that  now  secured.    He  moved  a  resolution  to  this  effect 
and  Mr.  Manning  seconded,  and  drew  the  attention  of 
the  meeting  to  a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of  the 
committee,  held  iu  February  last,  which  had  been  wilfully 
■^disregarded  by  both  keepers, and  more  particularly  by  tin' 

■  deeper  for  whose  guidance  and  information  tire  resolution 
I  was  passed.  At  present  it  was  not  an  uncommon  occur- 
m  rence  for  both  keepers  to  be  away  from  the  river  at  the 

L 


same  time,  but  he  was  not  surprised,  considering  the 
committee  had  only  met  once  in  twelve  months.  Com- 
mittee  meetings  should   be  held   oftener,  and  those 
members  of  the  committee  who  did  not  know  the  rules 
of  the  society  should  have  them  explained  to  them. 
An  important  resolution,  moved  by  the  chairman,  and 
carried  unanimously  by  the  committee,  at  the  meeting 
held  in  February,  had  not  been  carried  out.    It  was  quite 
time,  if  the  Lark  Angling  Society  was  to  prosper,  that 
something  should  be  done  towards  making  the  society 
a  reality,  rather  than  a  society  by  name  only.  In 
reply  to  Mr.  Rodrigo,  the  chairman  said,  if  his  resolution 
were  carried,  it  would  not  debar  either  of  the  present 
keepers  from  accompanying  gentlemen  on  fishiug  excur- 
sions.   They  could  get  a  pensioner  for  the  money  they 
were  giving  the  present  keepers,  who  would  walk  the 
stretch  of  water  preserved  by  the  society  daily,  and  it 
would  be  necessary  for  something  of  this  kind  to  be 
done  if  they  were  going  to  make  the  Lark  a  trout  stream. 
A  long  desultory  discussion  ensued,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed, as  an  amendment,  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Howes,  that  the  present  arrangements  continue  in 
force  for  the  next  twelve  months.    On  being  put  to  the 
meeting  the  amendment  was  declared  carried  by  a  small 
majority.    Mr.  Manning  expressed  dissatisfaction  that 
the   committee   had  not  been   called   together  since 
February  last,  the  result  being  that  the  affairs  of  the 
society  had  not  received  the  attention  they  needed  and 
deserved.    He  moved  that  in  future  the  committee  be 
called  together  at  least  once  every  three  months.  (Hear, 
hear).    Mr.  Randall  seconded,  and  the  same  was  carried 
unanimously.    This  concluded  the  business  on  the  agenda 
paper,  and  the  chairman  vacated  the  chair  in  order  to 
catch  the  last  train  for  Bury.    In  the  absence  of  Mr.  J.  G. 
Oliver,  Mr.  W.  S.  Owers  was  elected  to  the  chair,  and  Dr. 
Aldrich  to  the  vice-chair.    Mr.  H.  Randall  proposed,  and 
Mr.  Rodrigo  seconded,  that  swims  be  cut  between  Barton 
Lock  and  Lackford,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  W. 
Howlett.    It  was  further  decided,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
W.  S.  Owers,  to  add  the  Gashouse  pool,  Mildenhall,  to 
the  society's  waters  ;  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  W.  S. 
Owers,  seconded  by  Mr.  B.  Carlton,  it  was  arranged  to 
hold  a  dinner  at  the  Golden  Lion  Hotel,  Newmarket,  on 
Monday,  Feb.  15,  the  twenty  members  present  consenting 
to  take  tickets.  Thanks  were  passed  to  the  several  officers, 
and  the  bailiffs  (so  Mr.  Howlett  informs   us)  were 
reappointed  for   the   ensuing  year. — Bury  and  West 
Suffolk  Advertiser. 


LIFTING  POWER  OF  RODS. 

(From  the  Field.) 

SlE, — We  note  with  surprise  the  remarks  made  by  some 
of  your  correspondents  re  the  pulling  and  lifting  power  of 
a  salmon  rod,  and  having  had  several  letters  from 
customers  calling  attention  to  the  matter,  we  venture  to 
place  before  your  readers  what  we  for  years  have 
demonstrated  with  the  Dunkeld  rods.  With  a  medium 
weight  18ft.  rod,  with  the  line  run  through  the  rod  rings 
and  fastened  to  a  spring  balanee  fixed  to  the  ground  at 
from  18ft.  to  30ft.  from  point  of  rod,  and  the  strain  applied 
as  in  salmon  fishing,  we  can  pull  161b.,  and  with  a  short 
cord  tied  to  the  top  ring  lift  a  41b.  weight  and  swing  it 
clear  of  the  ground  for  five  minutes.  With  a  16ft.  rod  we 
can  pull  141b.  and  lift  3£lb.  ;  with  a  14ft.  rod  pull  101b. 
and  lift  31b.  ;  and  with  a  9ft.  weighing  5oz.  we  cxn  pull 
3£lb.,  and  with  line  run  through  the  rod  rings  lift  14  lb. 
and  swing  the  sj,me  for  five  minutes. 

We  may  state  that  the  rods  are  not  in  any  case  tested  up 
to  the  limits  of  elasticity.  We  do  not  consider  the  cord 
tied  to  the  end  ring  a  fair  test,  as  no  fishing  rod  is  treated 
in  this  way  when  in  use.  The  correct  method  is  to  pull 
from  a  fixed  spring  balance,  with  the  line  run  through  the 
rod  rings,  and  the  rod  held  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five 
degrees,  this  giving  the  position  of  a  rod  when  pulling  or 
holding  on  to  a  fish.  R.  Anderson  and  Sons 

67,  Princes-street,  Edinburgh,  Jan.  12,  1897. 

[This  is  a  matter  in  which  every  man  may  easily  te  his 
own  demonstrator,  and  we  do  not  care  to  devote  further 
space  to  correspondence. — Ed.  Field] 


THE  SHANNON  FISHERIES. 
Sir,— Anglers  aloDg  the  Shannon  of  high  and  low 
degree  are  indignant  over  some  very  disrespectful  remarks 
contained  in  Mr.  E.  H.  Poe  Hosford's  (secretary  to  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Conservators)  letter  in  a  contemporary 
on  the  action  of  our  present  most  popular  viceroy  in 
connection  with  the  reduction  of  fines  for  alleged 
breaches  of  the  fishery  laws  on  the  Shannon.  I  am  glad  to 
think  that  such  vulgar  attacks  on  Her  Majesty's  represen- 
tative in  Ireland  arc  confined  to  the  Limerick  Board  and 
their  secretary.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  board,  some 
of  the  comments  of  members  present  on  the  reduction  01 
the  fines  were  most  unbecoming.  All  this  comes  very 
badly  at  a  time  when  Shannon  proprietors  and  anglers  are 
up  in  arms  against  the  conservators  for  the  present 
neglected  state  of  our  salmon  and  trout  fisheries.  To  say 
the  least,  the  attitude  of  the  board  toward  His  Kxcellency 
is  most  unseemly.  What  if.  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  the 
execrciseof  his  high  prerogative,  did  reduce  a  couple  of 
fines  P  How  about  the  hundreds  of  pounds  that  the  board 
have  squandered  during  the  laet  year  or  so  in  useless  and 
vexatious  litigation  in  connection  with  the  eel  prosecutions 
at  Castleeonnell  ?  The  truth  is,  wo  are  sick  and  tired  of 
the  LimeiickC  necrvatora,  and  heartily  wish  that  some 
of  them  were  sent  to  the  right-about  face.  To  prove  what 
little  faith  anglers  havo  in  them,  upper  proprietors  are 
forming  a  society  t<>  preserve  our  beautiful  big  brown  and 
gillaroo  trout,  and  the  lake  and  its  tributaries.  im 
annual  amount  of  the  funds  of  the  board  reaches  fully 
£3300,  yet  the  lake  is  left  almost  entirely  without  bailiff  ■. 
Scoree  of  important  salmon  spawning  rivers  ditto.  Here 


at  Killaloe,  and  elsewhere  along  the  river,  this  winter,  only 
one  or  two  bailiffs  were  employed,  while  day  after  day 
hundreds  of  spawning  fish  were  left  at  the  complete  mercy 
of  poachers.  On  the  lower  waters  where  nets  are  plied,  a 
steam  launch  is  kept  in  commission  throughout  the  open 
season  at  eoormcus  expense  in  order  to  provide  a  sife 
passage  cf  the  salmon  and  grilse  up  to  Limerick,  where 
they  are  slaughtered  in  thousands  in  the  Great  Lax  weir. 
During  the  low  water  iu  June  and  July  last  season  tin 
capture  of  grilse  in  the  weir  was  something  unheird  oc. 
It  was  concerning  this  most  destructive  engine,  that  Judge 
Adams  delivered  himself  so  forcibly  in  the  Limerick  court- 
house a  few  days  ago.  His  lordship  said  :  "  The  Shannon 
was  a  great  river,  full  of  fish,  obstructed  by  many  obstacles 

•the  Lax  weir  and  others— which  should  be  swept  a"  ay 
and  their  owners  compensated. "  Well  spoken,  most 
puissant  judge,  and  I  hope  I  may  live  to  see  your  recom- 
mendation carried  out.  Then,  indeed,  there  wo  aid  be 
some  hope  for  the  Shannon.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killiloe. 


THE  MAINE  (COUNTY  ANTRIM). 
The  Maine  is  one  of  the  tributaries  which  joins  the 
Bann,  via  Lough  Neagh — that  mighty  inland  sea  of  253 
square  miles.  Rising  in  the  lulls  of  North  Antrim,  above 
the  village  of  Cloughmills,  the  Maine  has  a  course  of  over 
thirty-five  miles  ere  it  falls  into  Lough  Neagh  near  Shane's 
Castle,  and  about  four  miles  below  Randalstown  Bridge. 
The  greater  part  of  its  course,  which  runs  entirely  through 
county  Antrim,  is  due  south.  Like  all  the  streams  of 
North-East  Ulster,  it  presents  a  varied  formation — long 
stretches  cf  still  deeps  caused  by  numerous  mill  weirs, 
quick  rushing  reaches  over  shallow  fords,  and  dashes 
amongst  boulders,  while  the  scenery  in  its  valley,  and  those 
of  ite  tributaries  is  very  pretty.  But  to  the  angler  its  chief 
attraction  is  the  excellent  spring  trouting  it  affords, 
especially  during  the  month  of  March,  the  favourite 
stations  being  Randalstown,  Kellswater,  Cullybackey,  and 
higher  up  the  river  Glarryford.  The  trout,  which  run  up 
to  21b.  and  sometimes  as  heavy  as  41b.,  are  very  game  pink 
fleshed  fish,  and  they  tight  wickedly.  The  month  of  April 
is  also  good  for  trouting,  and  the  early  part  of  May  if  it  be 
wet.  With  low  water  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  summer. 
About  the  second  week  of  July,  if  there  has  been  a  flood 
previously,  grilse,  and  later  salmon,  commence  to  run,  but 
generally,  owing  to  the  annual  curse  of  flax  water,  not 
much  can  bo  done  till  the  latter  end  of  August  or  the 
beginning  of  September.  In  September  the  huge  lake 
trout  put  in  an  appearance,  and  on  the  lower  waters  fish 
up  to  151b.,  and  even  201b.  may  be  killed  by  experts.  The 
S.  ferox  is  a  cute  customer,  and  pretty  hard  to ' '  deludher  " 
when  up  river.  The  portion  of  the  river  that  runs  through 
Shanes  Castle  lands  is  preserved  by  Lord  O'Neill.  Colonel 
J.  J.  Rowan  preserves  a  portion  of  the  salmon  at  Cully- 
backey, and  also  Mr.  Young,  of  Finaghy,  while  Lord 
Galgorm  preserves  half  a  mile  at  (.algorm  Castle.  These 
are  the  principal  preserves  on  the  river,  the  remainder 
part  of  which  is  practically  free.  Nor  must  it  be  forgotten 
that  the  Braid  and  Clough  tributaries  hold  a  fair  head  of 
trout,  and  after  a  good  flood  many  a  bag  of  herring-sized 
fish  may  be  killed.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  in  the  past 
two  years  salmon  are  showing  up  better.  For  trouting tho 
inevitable  March  Brown  and  dark  clarets  are  the  better 
patterns,  while  the  standard  salmon  flies,  such  as  Jock 
Scott,  Butcher,  Orangeman,  &c,  kill  well.  The  season 
opens  March  1,  and  closes  on  October  31,  so  that  it 
continues  open  a  month  longer  than  the  Bann,  and  since 
the  change  of  season  on  the  latter  river  the  Maine  lias 
been  more  patronised  by  salmon  fishers.  J.  A.  B. 


TRAWLING  FOR  AMATEURS. 

(Continued.) 

THE  OTTER  OR  BEAMLESS  TRAWI  . 

This  net,  which  was  invented  by  my  late  father  m  the 
early  sixties,  is  a  great  improvement  upon  tho  old  fashioned 
beam.  The  construction  of  the  net  is  pretty  much  the 
same,  but  it  has  no  beam  or  irons;  it  is  corked  along  the 
head  line,  and  the  foot  rope  is  leaded. 

At  each  wing  or  side  is  attached  a  board,  which  has 
slings  attached  to  it  just  like  a  kite  ;  the  bottom  part  of 
the  board  is  heavily  weighted  so  as  to  keep  it  on  the 
ground  in  an  upright  position.  The  foot  rope  of  the  wing 
of  the  net  is  fastened  to  the  tail  end  of  the  board  at  the 
bottom,  and  the  head  rope  to  the  top  of  the  board. 

There  are  two  long  spans  nude  fast  to  an  eye  where  the 
slings  come  together,  and  the  tow-rope  is  bent  on  to  the 
other  ends  of  the  spans.  It  will  be  seen  from  this  th.it  as 
soon  as  the  net  is  in  the  water  and  the  boards  lot  down 
they  take  their  vertical  position,  and  as  the  mu  are  paid 
out  the  boards  fly  off  in  the  water  just  like  a  kite  doos  in 
the  air. 

Wo  are  told  from  reliable  sources  that  these  nets  catch 
twice  as  many  fish  as  tho  old  beam,  and  they  can  bo  made 
with  noirly  three  times  the  spread.  They  arc  also  much 
handier  to  stow  away.  I  behove  in  a  fow  years  the  beam 
trawl  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past,  for  all  tho  best  trawlers 
around  our  coast  are  adopting  tho  Ottor  or  beamless 
principle.  Wim.iam  II  kakpkr  (  U.S.A. R.). 


TBI  BTB4.T8HT  Tic  fur  the  winner  is  ■minimi;  -ought  for  brlor 
to  any  01  om  grout  rices,  ami  the  joy  or  Horrow  of  Iho  recipient 
Is  largely  measured  by  the  amount  of  money  they  iifterwnnl'  win 

or  lime.  There  la  no  uncertainty,  however,  or  laniebed  inapeose, 
iih  to  iho  icHult  of  using  Hollowmy'i  Pills  mill  Ointment,   After  a 

fair  trial  the  gain  Is  sure  anil  grcni     The  I'IHh,  taken  «•■•  n  willy 

in  prescribed  iIohcs,  kcop  the  digestion  in  order,  excite  a  frre  II, ,w 
at  healthy  Lille,  nml  regenerate,  IU  impoverished  blood  with  richer 
material*.  The  Ointment  la  a  grand  remedy  for  tho  removal  of 
rheumatic  pains,  wounds,  eorcs,  ulcora,  cuto.  or  brulaca. 


(IS 


TUK  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[January  23,  1897 


€om%$BT(ijmtt 

[We  do  not  huld  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

LOltD  INVERURIE'S  BIG  PIKE  LIST. 
Dear  MB,  Marhton,    It  Htrikes  mo  I  am  giving  too 
much  trouble  with  my  piko  list.    Perhaps  you  could  say 
next  wook  that  I  should  bo  glad  to  roooivo  communications 
personally. 

1  writu  this  as  people  are  sending  in  aocounts  of  201b 
fish,  and  I  only  want  roallybig  ones.  Besides,  it  will  make 
it  oasior  to  thank  the  people  who  send  information.— 
Beliovo  me,  yours  truly,  INVERURIE 

17,  Lower  Uorkoloy-street,  W. 

MORE  LARGE  PIKE. 
Sir, — Lord  Inverurie  might,  perhaps,  be  interested  by 
knowing  that  shortly  beforo  the  somewhat  recent  death 
of  Mr.  Richard  Bernard  Body,  who  represented  Swallow- 
field  in  the  Berks  County  Council,  he  caught  a  281b.  piko 
while  angling  from  a  boat  in  the  Loddon.  His  brother, 
the  Rov.  Bernard  R.  Body,  lives  at  Reading,  and  fifty 
years  ago  and  loss  Miss  Mdford,  the  authoress  of  "  Our 
Village,"  &o.,  lived  in  a  housa  at  Throe  Mile  Cross,  in 
Shinfield  parish,  belonging  to  the  t  hen  trustees  of  the  Body 
estate. ' 

The  lato  Lord  Craven,  M.F.II.,  killed  a  number  of 
spocimen  fish— a  201b.  trout  and  a  few  good  piko — in  his 
lordship's  strictly  preserved  canal  and  Kennot  water  at 
Enbome  and  Hamstead  Marshall,  West  Berks.  These 
stuffed  specimens  were,  I  think,  sent  to  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  of  1888,  but  Lord  Craven's  modesty,  like  that 
of  the  true,  all-round  sportsman  that  he  was,  described  his 
fish  as  being  merely  "taken  in  the  Kennet,  near  [above] 
Newbury." 

The  Old  River  (or  tho  Kennet  as  apart  from  the  made 
navigation)  intersects  peaty  water  meadows  lying  parallel 
with  the  Enborno  "  cut,"  and  all  is  strictly  watched.  Here 
tho  wild  duck  and  the  lapwing  ("peewit  )  nest  in  safety, 
free  from  the  "  egger."  And  further  along  the  valley  I 
have  marked  the  beautiful  migratory  turtle  divers  in  their 
preparatory  love  passages  on  pairing,  among  the  haw- 
thorns, while  the  "craks"  of  the  newly  arrived  landrail 
was  heard  in  tho  longish  grass  close  by.  The  young,  and 
even  middle-aged,  fisherman  should  use  his  eyes,  like  the 
"Amateur  Angler"  always  has,  and  when  years  after 
dreams  of  beautiful  creatures  may  come  as  a  solace  when 
he  can  no  longer  angle. 

About  two  years  ago  a  local  angler  caught  an  out-of- 
csndition  pike  of  191b.  in  the  Newbury  water,  above  the 
town.  The  fish  had  broken  several  fishermen,  and  possibly 
it  found  a  difficulty  in  digesting  steel.  W.  Fry. 

Lower  Tooting. 

P. S.— There  was  a  slight  slip  of  the  pen  in  last  week's 
notice  of  three  large  pike.  A  portion  of  Sandleford  Park 
is  "  cut  off,"  so  to  speak,  by  the  Newbury  parish  boundary, 
but  nine-tenths  of  the  little  estate  are  situate  in  the  old 
borough.  _____ 

Dear  Sir,— I  inclose  you  the  particulars  of  a  few 
specimen  pike  I  took  special  notice  of  that  were  exhibited 
at  the  Great  Fisheries  Exhibition,  1883,  which  may  be  of 
interest  to  Lord  Inverurie  : 

1878.— Sept.  26,  351b.,  caught  with  spinning  bait  by  Mr. 
Staverton  Mathews  in  the  River  Shannon. 

Pike,  401b. ,  caught  at  Eptone  House,  Edge  Hill,  in  an 
old  monastic  pond ;  length,  4ft.  lin. ;  circumference, 
2ft.  Sin.  Exhibited  by  Major  Purefoy  Fitzgerald,  North 
Hall,  near  Basingstoke. 

Pike,  321b.,  caught  at  Avon  Tyrell,  Hants,  in  the  River 
Avon ;  length,  3ft.  Sin.  ;  circumference,  2ft.  4in.  Exhi- 
bited by  J.  R.  Knowle  Scott,  F.S.A.,  the  Drive, 
Walthamstow. 

Pike,  301b,  exhibited  by  E.  G.  Gunn,  Esq.,  Norwich. 

There  were  also  two  heads  of  pike  exhibited  by 
E.  C.  Holt,  of  East  Sheen,  Mortlake.  The  largest  was 
caught  in  Turner's  Pond,  near  St.  Leonard's  Forest,  fifty 
years  ago.  The  fish  when  caught  weighed  481b.,  the 
.-mailer  one  weighed  381b.— Yours,  &c, 

,   W.  Allberrey. 

.  Dear  Sir,— Perhaps  you  may  like  to  include  this  item 
in  Lord  Inverurie's  list. 

In  April,  1894,  a  pike  of  321b.  was  caught,  trolling  with 
Blue  Devon,  m  Lough  Conn,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  by  Mr 
5,m,\th'  of  Clift°u  College.— Yours  faithfully, 

Clifton  College,  Bristol.  H.  S.  Hall. 

FISHING  NEAR  NUNEATON. 
Dear  Sir,— If  F.  Bradley  will  write  me,  I  can  tell  him 
a  bit  about  the  water  round  Hinckley  and  Nuneaton  — 

a       xs        .      • ,  J-  T-  Smith! 

Anker  House,  5,  Bridge-street,  Nuneaton. 

RAINBOW,  BROWN  TROUT,  AND  FONTINALIS. 

Dear  Sir,— I  was  very  glad  to  find  such  an  undoubted 
authority  as  Mr.  Mather  confirming,  by  his  letter  in  your 
issue  of  Jan.  9,  the  experience  we  have  here  had  with  the 
rainbow.  • 
m  Mr.  Mather  classes  brown  trout  first,  and  rainbow  after 
in  American  cold  waters,  and  this  is  exactly  what  we  find 
here— that  it  is  neither  right  nor  profitable  to  plant  rain- 
bows in  cold  waters,  where  the  native  brook  trout  thrives 

But  this  leaves  the  very  field  open  for  the  rainbow 
where  we  have  found  it  do  so  wonderfully  well,  viz.  warm 
sluggish  streams  and  deep  warmish  reservoirs  with  an 
intermittent  water  supply,  such  as  are  given  generally  over 
now  to  coarse,  non-sporting  fish. 

Here,  I  should  think,  a  fine,  fast  growing  sporting  fish 
like  the  rainbow  trout  ought  to  be  made  welcome  indeed. 


With  regard  to  Mr.  Ormrod's  letter,  the  immunity  of 
the  rainbow  to  fungus  is  very  remarkable  indeed.  In  the 
1890  Berlin  Exhibition  we  had  to  replace  brown  trout  and 
J'mil inulis  Dourly  every  week,  but  rainbows  of  71b,  to  loll,, 
each  lasted  ub  in  the  same  water  (confined  in  small 
aquariums  of  about,  relatively,  1  cubic  yard)  from  May  1  to 
Oct.  1,  viz.,  five  months,  and  were  returned  without 
showing  a  spot  of  fungus,  and  in  comparatively  fair 
condition. 

I  am  trying  to  arrange  for  some  rainbows  to  bo  sent  to 
the  Fishery  Exhibition  at  the  Aquarium,  Westminster, 
Feb.  2. — Yours  truly,  S.  Jaffe. 

Rittergut  Sandfort,  Osnabriick. 


THE  RAINBOW  NOT  A  SKULKING 
CANNIBAL. 

Sir, — Once  more,  and  for  the  last  time,  I  am  drawn  into 
the  discussion  about  rainbow  trout. 

In  answer  to  "  Nemo's"  letter,  and  with  all  respect  to 
your  correspondent,  the  American  Field  (January)  proves 
nothing.  For,  as  I  said  before  in  these  columns, 
"  Rainbows,  like  other  trout,  fightinthe  spawning  season." 
Of  course  the  males  would  fight  during  January.  Brown 
and  Loch  Leven  trout  do  the  same  before  their  spawning 
season.  But  whereas  the  former  are  never  canuibals-the 
latter  are,  the  fighting  and  cannibalism  are  two  distinct 
things,  as  anyone  who  studies  fish  knows.  A  cannibal 
always  hides  and  sulks  at  the  bottom,  and  is  rarely  seen  ; 
on  a  fish  farm  he  never  comes  to  be  fed,  and  it  is  only 
when  the  stock  is  seriously  lessened  and  the  pond  is  let  off 
that  he  is  discovered ;  but  fighting  during  the  spawning 
season  is  quite  a  different  matter,  as  a  rule  the  weaker  fish 
gives  way,  and  goes  to  seek  another  mate. 

_____        Peter  Ormrod. 

A  DISCLAIMER. 
Dear  Sir, — Although  I  quite  acquiesce  in  your  editorial 
resolution  to  stop  the  bull  trout  correspondence,  and 
approve  its  wisdom,  I  hope  you  will  grant  me  space  once 
more  to  disclaim  any  animus  on  my  part  against  Dr. 
Patterson.  I  have  written  only  in  the  interests  of  truth, 
the  interests  of  your  readers,  and  the  interests  of  Dr. 
Patterson  himself.  Nay,  more,  I  am  confident  that  in  his 
maturer  years  he  will  come  to  see  that  I  have  been  a  real 
friend  to  him  in  so  doing. 

I  regret  that  the  chaff  wliich,  in  my  capacity  of  a 
Northern  Blast,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  discharge  against  his 
opinions,  has  hurt  his  feelings ;  but  I  am  a  believer  in  the 
view  that 

"  Ridiculum  acri " 
"  Planius  ac  melius  " — "  plerumque  seeat  res." 
And,  after  aU,  one  doe3  not  use  a  Nasmyth  hammer  to 
smash  bubbles.  T.  Spence. 

P.S. — If  you,  sir,  can  see  your  way  to  remove  the  closure 
to  the  extent  of  permitting  me  to  reply  to  two  statements 
of  Dr.  Patterson's,  it  will  be  a  favour.  I  prefer  to  appeal 
to  the  more  careful  and  thoughtful  of  your  readers  rather 
than  the  most  hasty  and  superficial,  and  to  them  I  would 
say  :  If  a  statement  is  erroneous,  does  it  matter  by  whom 
it  is  made  ?  Now,  the  statement  of  Professor  Smitt's  that 
the  more  oceanic  (note  oceanic)  its  home  the  more  rapid 
and  vigorous  is  the  development  of  the  herring  type  (note 
type)  is  plainly  Hot  applicable  to  the  Baltic  herring. 
Besides  this,  it  formed  part  of  an  argument  on  Dr.  Pat- 
terson's part  that  the  more  marine  members  of  mixed 
families  were  the  best  developed.  If,  therefore,  anyone  has 
rushed  into  a  bog  it  is  not  I ;  and  this  should  induce  Dr. 
Patterson  to  seek  surer  ground  than  Professor  Smitt's 
opinions.  Both  Giinther  and  Brown-Goode  distinguish  the 
American  from  the  European  shad,  specifically,  the  former 
as  Clupea  sa^tdissimus  (this  in  1880,  before  American 
naturalists  had  discriminated  between  the  various  kinds  of 
ale-wife),  the  latter  as  I  mentioned.  As  to  the  opinion, 
or  rather  doubt,  enumerated  by 'Giinther,  why  go  back 
thirty  years  to  it,  when  a  definite  opinion  is  to  be  found  of 
later  date  ?  (See  "  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Fishes," 
p.  659.)  Thanking  you  in  advance  for  inserting  this  last 
instalment  of  the  bull  trout  controversy.  Oh,  how  far  we 
have  wandered  from  that  interesting  fish !— I  am,  yours 
truly,    T.  Spence. 

OUR  FISHERY  LAWS. 
Sir,— Seeing  that  it  is  generally  an  admitted  fact  that 
our  salmon  and  fresh  water  fishery  laws  are  open  to  great 
improvement  and  consolidation,  may  I  humbly  suggest 
that  advantage  is  taken  of  the  gathering  of  fishermen  and 
others  concerned  at  the  exhibition  to  be  held  at  the 
Imperial  Institute,  to  hold  some  meeting  or  meetings  at 
which  the  general  opinion  of  the  public  might  be  expressed 
in  reference  to  their  reconstruction. 

I  do  not,  of  course,  refer  to  the  legal  wording  of  the 
Acts,  but  as  to  their  practical  application.  Any  sugges- 
tions made  at  such  assembly  or  assemblies,  being  in  the 
hands  of  those  whose  business  it  is  to  form  our  Acts  into 
legal  or,  more  properly  speaking,  Parliamentary  phrase- 
ology, they  would  better  understand  what  was  requisite 
for  their  more  flexible  working.— Yours,  &c, 

_____         Pheasant  Tail. 

FISHING  NEAR  BEDFORD. 

JRS7  L  ?erVex  "  wiU  write  to  me  at  41,  Westbourne- 
roadj  Bedford,  I  will  give  him  all  the  information  he 
requires.-Yours,  Ac,    B.  Dawson. 

THAMES  PIKE. 

Sir,— The  following  may  interest  some  of  your  readers: 
Un  Jan.  1/  I  caught  in  the  Thames,  on  a  fine  gut  pater- 
noster, a  very  handsome  female  pike  ;  length  from  tip  to 
tip,  3/in.  ;  girth,  19|in.  (actually  19|iu.) ;  weight,  twenty- 
seven  hours  after  capture,  181b.  13oz.  t 

Are  not  these  measurements  almost  unique  for  a 
Thames  pike  of  this  weight?  ' 


The  reason  that  the  fish  was  not  correctly  weighed  until' 
so  long  after  capture  was  a  faulty  spring  balance — no 
other  appliance  being  available — which  on  three  trials  each// 
time  recorded  a  different  weight. 

May  I  ask  you,  and  one  or  two  of  your  experienced! 
readers,  to  estimate  how  much  weight  a  fish  of  this  size ( 
would  be  likely  to  lose  in  the  given  number  of  hours  ? 

The  pike  was  killed  as  soon  as  landed,  and  was  stretched  I 
across  the  bottom  boards  of  tho  boat  from  10a.m.  to  6  p.m., 
after  which  it  was  wipel  and  placed  on  a  dry  board  until? 
1  p.m.  on  the  following  day. — Your  obedient  servant, 

,  Simple  Simon, 

A  PLEA  FOR  THE  MEDWAY. 

Dear  Sir, — Respecting  the  letter  sent  you  re  the  abovel 
from  the  secretary  of  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society,  I' 
cannot  find  in  your  paper  a  reply  as  to  why  none  of  the  J 
money  subscribed  for  preservation  purposes  has  n  ot  been  j 
sent  to  the  Maidstone  Society  ?  Instead  I  find  a  letter,'i 
or  rather  two,  from  Mr.  Tyler,  of  the  Deptford  Brothers,  \ 
of  which  I  can  make  neither  head  or  tail ;  "  instead  he  I 
flings  money  about,  from  £5  to  £50,  and  is  really  no  j 
answer  to  our  secretary's  letter  at  aU. 

Will  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  preservation  societies.] 
that  receive  the  money  collected  for  this  purpose  answer 
the  question  asked,  "  Why  does  not  the  Medway  get  a  ■ 
portion  as  well  as  the  Thames  or  Lea  ?  "    We  require  (as 
subscribers)  an  answer  from  them,  not  from  members  of 
other  clubs. — Yours  truly,  Inquirer. 

METHOD  OF  SECURING  JOINTS  OF  A  ROD.  ] 
Dear  Sir, — In  looking  through  a  back  volume  of  the 
F.  O.,  I  see,  under  date  Sept.  24,  1892,  a  description  of 
an  improved  method,  invented  by_  Mr.  Emil  Weeger,  of 
securing  the  joints  of  a  rod.  This  is  done  by  means  of 
rubber  bands  and  a  metal  hook.  I  should  be  much  obliged 
if  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  would  tell  me  where  such 
an  apparatus  is  to  be  obtained. — Yours  truly, 

_____       Herbert  Diemer.  I 

FLOODS  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Dear  Sir, — I  think  it  neaily  time  the  management  of  1 
our  splendid  river  was  relegated  to  more  sympathetic  1 
hands  hereabouts  than  a  dredging  craze  on  pretence  of  J 
getting  rid  of  floods.  The  evils  arising  from  excessive  and 
useless  dredging  cannot  be  too  widely  known  ;  in  hope  it 
may  get  into  influential  people's  hands,  if  you  care  to.  ? 
publish  my  views,  and  some  of  the  great  dailies  copy,  _ 
something  may  be  done  ere  it  is  too  late. 

I  will  begin  with  the  effects  on  fishing.    It  is  proposed 
to  dredge  all  shallows  right  up  to  Oxford  ;  and  what  the 
Conservancy  want  to  go  out  of  their  way  to  dredge  back-  'i 
waters  for  I  don't  understand.  If  no  shallows  are  permitted, 
how  are  the  roach,  chub,  barbel,  trout,  &c,  to  get  on  i 
with  no  spawning  ground  ?    Is  not  the  Upper  Thames  the 
peoples'  pleasure  ground,  and  punting  much  in  vogue  ?   I  ] 
confess  I  am  unable  to  do  anything  with  a  punt  pole  ■ 
in  the  old  river,  where  dredging  has  been  done,  and  | 
I    am    not   alone    in    my   sorrow    at    seeing   such  j 
vandalism — the  ruin  of  such  a  lovely  stretch  of  water, 
and  others  to  be  served  likewise.    There  is  another  side  of 
the  question.    What  would  the  river  be  like' in  time  to  j 
come,  given  a  dry  Eoason  or  two ;  in  due  course,  the  j 
holes  these  dredges  leave  will  be  filled  up  with  mud,  j 
leaves,  and  decayed  vegetable  matter.   Near  this  side  of  i 
Old  Windsor  Weir  there  is  mud  several  feet  deep— a  nice  j 
look  out  for  Londoners  to  drink.    No  more  is  Father  A 
Thames  to  ramble  over  a  clean  and  gravelly  bottom,  but  • 
he  is  to  be  a  dirty,  slow,  deep  liver. — Yours,  &c, 

  G.  Lumsden, 

^'ATHOLE  BROSE." 
Sir,— I  read  with  interest  the  receipt  given  for  Athole  I 
Brose  in  your  latest  issue.    I  should  be  glad  to  know  1 
whether  the  oatmeal,  which  I  take  for  granted  is  un-  1 
cooked,  should  be  coarse  or  fine. — Yours  faithfully, 

Morris  Richardson. 


THE  TALE  OF  A  HERRING. 

It  was  caught  in  a  gale  off  Lowestoft  Ness, 
And  then  it  was  only  an  odd  one  of  many  ; 

And  its  value  when  caught,  at  a  proximate  guoss, 

We  may  safely  in  decimal  fractions  express 
By  -001  of  Id. 

It  travelled  by  train  up  to  Liverpool  Street, 
And  its  value  grew  more  arto  town  it  came  nearer, 

Till  at  last  when  the  ponsignee  Bigned  the  receipt, 

With  head  and  abdominal  fins  all  complete, 
He  figured  it  out  at  Jd.  dearer. 

A  middleman  drove  up  and  paid  it  a  call, 

And  conducted  a  couple  of  business  transactions, 
And  when  he  had  fairly  completed  his  haul 
The  herring  was  placed  on  a  Billingsgate  stall, 

And  marked  at  Id.  without  any  fractious. 
A  labourer  passed  through  the  market  by  stealth, 

Of  breakfast,  poor  fellow,  he  hadn't  had  any  ; 
He  fancied  some  fish  would  be  good  for  his  health  ; 
But  alas,  for  his  plan  !  for  tho  tot  of  his  wealth 

Just  amounted  to  '5  of  Id. 

The  labourer  went  on  the  starve  as  before, 
.  The  herring  was  hung,  drawn,  and  salted,  and  shot  I  en  ; 
But  it  proved  to  be  smelt  ere  the  year  had  pissed  o  n 
And  wa9  carried  away  with  a  ton  or  two  more 
To  make  ground  up  for  building  when  thoroughly  n  A I  en. 

—Star. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP 

SATURDAY,  JANUARY  30th,  1897. 

THE  ANNUAL  DINNER  OF  THE 
•     FLYFISHERS'  CLUB. 


The  thirtieth  annual  report  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Severn  Fishery  Board  has  been  published,  and 
will  be  found  to  contain  much  matter  of  great 
importance  to  all  interested  in  the  important 
Severn  Fishery  District. 

We  give  some  extracts  from  it,  more  par- 
ticularly of  the  part  relating  to  the  future  policy 
of  the  board : 

"Results  of  the  Season. 
"  The  season,  although  an  improvement  on  the 
past  year,  has  been  a  very  disappointing  one. 
For  salmon  it  bsgan  well,  but  soon  went  off,  and 
after  April  the  fishing  for  salmon  was  almost,  if 
not  entirely,  confined  to  the  tidal  waters.  No 
fish  could,  from  the  low  state  of  the  river,  ascend. 
There  were  but  few  botchers.  Some  very  large 
salmon  were  taken,  notably  one  of  561b.,  caught 
at  Gatcombe. 

"  The  total  taken,  as  nearly  as  I  can  estimate, 
was  18,000,  with  an  average  of  131b. 

"  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  fish  of  351b.,  and 
over,  with  the  dates  and  places  of  capture : 


Da'e  of  Capture 

1896 
Feb. 


Name  of  Place. 


Weight  of  Fish. 


March 
April 


May 


June 
Aug. 


8 
8 
14 
I 
11 
18 


2 
9 
9 
11 
16 


30 
30 
30 
20. 
27 
1 


Gloucester   

Newnham   

Berkeley   

Lydney  Sands   

Maisemore   

Lydney  Sands  

Lydney  Sands   

Penny  Low  Water  Channel. 
Bollow  Pool 
Well  House  Bay 

Newnham  

Berkeley   -  

Penny  Low  Water  Channel. 

Gatcombe   

Penny  Low  Water  Channel. 

Ditto  

Thornbury   

Gatcombe  

Bollow  Pool   

Thornbury   

Ditto   


351b.  m. 
411b.  m. 
351b. 
461b. 
421b.  m. 
501b.  m. 
351b.  f. 
501b.  f . 
381b.  m. 
381b,  m. 
391b. 
351b.  m. 
391b.  m 
361b. 
391b.  m 
401b.  m 
iOlb.  m 
561b.  m 
351b.  m 
401b. m 
401b.  m 


Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox,  who  presides  at  the 
annual  dinner  of  the  Flyfishers'  Club,  at  the 
Hotel  Cecil,  on  Wednesday  next,  Feb.  3,  has  been 
for  thirty  years  the  editor  of  the,  in  our  opinion, 
most  useful  annual  work  of  reference  for  anglers 
ever  published,  viz.,  "  The  Angler's  Diary  and 
Tourist  Fisherman's  Gazetteer  of  the  Rivers  and 
Lakes  of  the  World."  He  is  also  editor  of 
I  Facts  and  Useful  Hints  relating  to  Fishing  and 
Shooting,"  and  author  of  "The  Gamekeepers 
'  and  Game  Preserver's  Account  Book  and  Diary. 

The  "Angler's  Diary"  is  not  perfect;  how 
could  an  annual  account  of  places,  which  are 
many  of  them  subject  to  frequent  changes,  be 
perfect.  We  have  estimated  roughly  that  about 
7000  fishing  places  are  dealt  with  by  Mr.  Cox  in 
his  work,  and  he  is  alwaytrglad  to  have  corrections 
and  the  latest  information, 

We  doubt  if  even  "  Walton's  Angler  "  has  given 
indirectly  more  actual  pleasure  than  Mr.  Cox's 
fc  little  guide,  for  scores  of  thousands  of  anglers 
iduring  the  last  thirty  years  have  owed  to  it  those 
delightful  angling  excursions  which  we.  look  back 
on  as  among  the  pleasantest  things  which  life  has 
enabled  us  to  enjoy. 


"  For  trout  the  season  was  necessarily  a  bad 
one,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the  rainfall  was 
at  least  5in.  under  the  average,  it  will  be  seen 
that  angling  could  only  be  carried  on  by  very 
enthusiastic  persons  under  circumstances  of  very 
great  difficulty. 

"  The  same  observation  applies  to  coarse 
fish ;  any  fishing,  or,  rather,  any  successful 
angling  was  impossible.  There  was  a  fair  take  of 
eels  and  lamperns,  but  the  number  of  both  have 
fallen  off  most  seriously  during  the  last  five  years, 
and  do  not  in  any  way  come  up  to  what  they  used 
to  be  ten  years  ago. 

"Artificial  Breeding. 

"The  board  spent  the  sum  of  £32  5s.  in  the 
purchase  of  20O0  yearlings  and  28,000  ova. 
1000  of  the  yearlings  were  turned  into  the  river 
at  Newtown,  and  1000  at  Llansaintffraid.  The 
ova  were  placed  in  the  Shrewsbury  hatchery. 

"Future  Policy  of  the  Board. 

"  An  important  question  has  arisen  as  to  the 
future  policy  of  the  board  in  fishery  preservation, 
and  it  is  desirable  to  state,  as  clearly  as  possible, 
how  the  matter  stands. 

"Up  to  1865  there  were  no  legally  constituted 
bodies  in  England  and  Wales  whose  duty  it  was 
to  look  after  the  fisheries.  In  that  year  legislation 
was  passed  that  enabled  fishery  boards  to  be 
formed,  but  these  boards  duties  were  limited  to 
salmon  and  migratory  trout.  Subsequently  they 
were  extended  to  trout,  and  in  1878  boards  were 
authorised  to  levy  licence  duties  for  fishing  for 
trout,  and  in  1**1  power  was  given  for  fishery 
boards  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  protection  ot 
fresh  water  and  coarse  fish  as  well  as  salmon. 

"The  board  has  exercised  these  powers,  and 
made  a  series  of  bye-laws  for  the  protection  of 
coarse  fish,  and  charge  a  licence  for  angling  in  aU 
riven  in  which  there  arc  trout.  Whether  they 
are  or  are  not  entitled  to  charge  a  licence  when  a 
person  fishes  avowedly  for  coarse  fish,  but  in  a 
way  which  trout  may  be  caught,  is  a  question 
that  must  be  decided  on  the  first  opportunity. 


"  The  number  of  anglers  of  recent  years  has 
increased  enormously,  and  there  are  at  least  8354 
anglers  in  this  district.  As  a  consequence  of  this 
increase  the  angling  has  fallen  off,  fish  are  more 
difficult  to  catch,  and  great  complaints  are  made 
by  the  anglers  that  the  board  does  not  provide  them 
with  better  fishing.  It  is  no  part  of  the  duty  of 
the  board  to  do  this. 

"Hitherto  the  policy  of  the  board  has  been  to 
try  to  preserve  the  fish  best  adapted  for  the 
water ;  in  places  where  trout  are  found,  to  keep 
down  the  coarse  fish  and  encourage  the  trout ;  in 
places  where  there  are  no  trout,  and  coarse  fish 
alone,  to  protect  coarse  fish. 

"  One  great  complaint  against  the  board  is  that 
they  do  nothing  to  protect  coarse  fish.  To  some 
extent  this  is  true.  They  have  not,  and  they 
ought  not  to  protect  private  fisheries  for  the 
good  of  private  owners,  and  they  ought  not  so 
to  protect  coarse  fish  as  to  cause  injury  to  other 
fisheries.  For  instance,  if  by  protecting  the 
coarse  fish  in  the  Severn  the  board  caused  them 
so  to  increase  that  they  swarmed  up  the 
tributaries,  and  drove  out  the  trout,  as  has  been 
the  case  in  some  instances,  the  board  is  not 
justified  in  pursuing  this  policy,  to  the  detriment 
of  the  owners  of  the  fisheries  in  the  tributaries. 

"  The  coarse  fish  fishermen  are  far  more  nume- 
rous than  any  other  class,  and  they  are  desirous 
that  the  board  should  devote  themselves  to  the 
encouragement  of  coarse  fish.  But  they  forget 
that,  if  this  is  done,  injury  will  be  caused  to 
others,  and  that  the  board  exists  to  serve  all 
interests,  not  those  of  any  class.  It  must  also  be 
remembered  that  the  persons  to  be  consulted  are 
the  riparian  owners,  not  the  casual  fisherman.  1 1 
is  not  remembered  that  the  fishermen,  except  in 
tidal  waters,  can  only  fish  by  permission  of  the 
owners.  It  therefore  seems  that  the  board  are 
bound  to  consult  the  opinions  of  those  who  have 
a  permanent  interest  in  the  river,  before  that  of 
those  who  can  only  go  to  the  river  on  sufferance. 

"  It  must  also  be  remembered  that,  if  coarse  fish 
are  allowed  to  get  the  upper  hand,  all  the  better 
kinds  of  fish  are  driven  out  of  the  river,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  board  is  justified,  in  order  to 
please  a  certain  number  of  persons  who  have  no 
real  connection  with  the  river,  to  depreciate  the 
property  of  the  riparian  owners. 

"  The  view  of  the  Board  of  Trade  is  that  the 
board  has  no  such  right,  and  they  consider  the 
board  has  gone  to  the  extreme  limit,  if  it  has  not, 
overstepped  it,  in  its  bye-laws.  They  will 
certainly  not  allow  the  board  to  go  further  in 
that  direction.  When,  therefore,  the  board  is 
charged  with  doing  nothing  for  anglers  the 
answer  is  two-fold— (1)  That  it  has  in  the  first 
place  to  look  to  the  interests  of  those  who  have 
legal  rights  in  the  river  before  it  considers  those 
who  have  no  such  rights;  and  (2)  That,  as  the  law 
stands,  it  has  gone  to  the  limit  allowed  in  protec- 
ing  coarse  fish.  .  ;  • 

"  It  is  also  a  question  whether  it  is  beneficial  to 
the  river  to  make  such  restrictive  regulations  as 
are  asked  for  by  the  coarse  fish  anglers,  the  one 
result  so  far  has  been  to  increase  the  number  of 
pike,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  careful  consideration 
whether  a  limited  amount  of  netting,  which 
would  keep  down  the  pike,  would  not  be  a  real 
benefit.  Anyhow  it  is  a  wicked  waste  of  money 
to  turn  trout  into  a  stream  swarming  with  pike. 
And  the  whole  question  as  to  what  restrictions 
are  desirable  requires  the  most  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  board.  .  - 

"  Another  complaint  made  by  anglers  is  as  to 
the  constitution  of  the  board.  Coarse  fish  angers 
say  they  should  have  more  representatives.  1  Ins 
is  a  matter  with  which  the  board  lias  nothing  to 
do  The  County  Council  sond  who  they  please, 
and  if  it  pleases  them  to  send  all  coarse  fish 
anglers,  or  no  coarse  fish  anglers,  the  boar  1  would 
be  equally  powerless  to  prevent  or  alter  t. 

"  The  anglers'  grievances  are,  in  a  great  degree, 
the  result  of  not  understanding  the  poHitu  n  of  the 
board  It  does  not  exist  to  assist  one  interest, 
but  to  try  to  assist  all.  It  exists  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  there  is  no  legal  means  by  which 
it  can  le  got  rid  of.  It  exists  'for  tie  better 
protection  and  preservation  of  the  fisheries, 
opinions  may  and  do  differ,  as  to  how  these 
Objects  can  best  be  carried  out,  but  one  thing  is 
certain,  that  no  good  will  be  done  by  any  interest, 
however  numerous  or  however  important,  saying 
if  they  cannot  have  lh°ir  own  way  they  will  break 
the  law.    This  is  the  position  that  the  coarse  hah 
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anglers  have  chosen  to  take  up,  and  so  long  as  they 
hold  it  the  only  result  will  be  to  delay  the  improve- 
ment of  the  river. 

"  This  report  has  run  to  such  length  that  I  am 
obliged  to  omit  some  remarks  on  Sir  Thomas 
Brady  'a  Report,  and  the  lines  the  board  should 
follow  with  regard  to  it.  I  can  only  point  out 
that,  in  his  opinion,  and  if  I  may  respectfully  say 
bo,  in  this  I  fully  concur,  the  remedy  for  the 
existing  state  of  things  is  not  so  much  to  be 
found  in  trying  to  deal  with  pollution  and  weirs, 
but  in  properly  regulating  the  existing  manner  of 
fishing  so  that  the  interests  of  all  the  different 
<  lasses  who  are  concerned  in  the  rivers  and  con- 
nected with  the  fisheries  may  be  preserved  and 
benefited. 

"J.  W.  Wilms  Bund,  Chairman. 

"  Wick  Episcopi,  Jan.  12,  1897." 

There  is  one  significant  remark  in  Sir  Thomas 
Brady's  report  which  seems  to  point  to  one  cause 
of  the  falling  off  of  the  fishery.    Here  it  is : 

"  There  is  one  point,  however,  to  which  I  think 
I  should  call  the  attention  of  the  board,  the  utter 
impossibility  of  the  bailiffs  discharging  the  duties 
necessary  to  be  discharged  in  regard  to  protection, 
during  the  spawning  season  especially,  when  they 
have  such  large  areas  allotted  to  them  for  pro- 
tection. One  bailiff  informed  me  that  he  had 
over  200  miles  in  his  district.  It  is  unnecessary 
lor  me  to  point  out  to  the  board  that  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  for  any  man  to  discharge  the 
absolute  duties  necessary  in  winter  throughout 
such  an  extensive  district,  let  alone  discharging 
them  satisfactorily." 


HAVE  FISH  A  MEMORY? 

Despite  the  regrettable  absence  of  a  brain 
cortex,  I  think  that  the  testimony  of  anglers  will 
convince  Professor  Dr.  L.  Edinger  that  certain 
fish,  and  notably  Salmo  f curio,  get  on  very  well 
without. 

How  else  can  scientists  account  for  the 
nnirvellous  way  in  which  salmon,  sea  trout,  and 
bull  trout  find  their  way  back  again  from  the 
mighty  ocean  (time  after  time)  into  the  self  same 
river,  and  from  that  into  its  lochs  or  tributary 
streams  ? 

The  loch  trout,  too,  leaving  their  large  inland 
seas,  will  find  out  the  same  burn,  rivulet,  or  river, 
when  the  spawning  season  arrives,  and  when  this 
is  over  will  find  their  way  back  into  the  very  bays 
they  had  been  occupying  the  season  before.  At 
least,  I  do  know  of  certain  large  lochs  where 
experienced  boatmen  can  point  out  bays  where 
the  trout  are  black,  small,  lean,  and  generally  un- 
gainly; whilst  other  bays  on  the  same  loch  are 
tenanted  by  trout  of  wholly  different  charac- 
teristics—well  shaped,  well  fed,  and  beautifully 
marked,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  these  charac- 
teristics were  maintained  from  the  very  beginning 
to  the  close  of  the  angling  season.  In  some  lochs 
this  is  very  masked,  whilst  in  others  it  is  not. 
Surely  instinct  alone  supplies  a  very  unsatis- 
factory solution  of  so  very  interesting  a  problem  ? 

Those  who,  like  myself,  have  fished  the  "  clear 
water  worm  "  in  many  a  river,  are  familiar  with 
the  fact  that  if  the  same  stretch  of  water  (even 
in  a  broad  river)  is  fished  daily  by  one  or  two 
really  skilful  fishermen,  the  stream  soon  gets  what 
is  termed  "  fished  down." 

Indeed,  an  angler  from  a  distance  will  soon 
discover  if  the  streams  have  been  hard  fished  by 
worm ;  and  the  same  applies  to  minnow,  though  I 
think  to  a  lesser  degree. 

I  have  often  puzzled  my  brains  to  account 
tor  this.  It  is  sheer  nonsense  to  affirm  that  the 
trout  have  all  beeu  pricked. 

To  begin  with,  I  lose  comparatively  few  trout 
once  hooked,  on  the  Stewart  tackle;  and  even 
when  I  myself  have  been  fishing  the  same  streams 
daily,  the  trout  begin  at  last  to  "  touch "  the 
worm  :  and  in  most  cases  allow  it  to  pass  without 
touching  it  at  all. 

And  it  is  quite  certain  that  an  old  trout  which 
will  gobble  up  the  worms  thrown  to  him  from  a 
bridge,  will  bolt  like  the  devil  if  one  is  presented 
to  his  notice  attached  to  a  hook  dressed  even  on 
nne  gut. 

The  barge  river  at  Winchester  is  well  stocked 
with  trout,  but  so  highly  educated  and  fastidious 
have  these  fish  become,  that  it  requires  the  very 
greatest  skill  to  deceive  them,  even  with  the  dry 


In  the  north  you  will  frequently  see  cattle,  on  a 
broiling  hot  day,  standing  in  the  streams,  and 
trout  rising  close  to  them  undismayed. 

Yet  let  a  man  appear,  let  even  his  shadow  fall 
across  the  water,  and  they  are  "put  down"  at 
once.  I  believe  that  a  giraffe  would  scare  trout 
less  than  a  man,  but  a  giraffe  is  rather  "  a  tall 
order." 

Let  me  go  a  step  further.  There  are  two 
northern  rivers.  One  is  strictly  preserved,  and 
very  little  fished ;  the  other,  club  water,  and  is 
very  hard  fished.  Both  rivers,  let  us  say,  are 
closed  on  Oct.  1,  and  opened  on  April  1.  (I  wish 
they  were.) 

Go  and  try  your  luck  at  No.  1  first,  and  you 
will  find  the  trout  come  for  your  artificial  fly  with 
perfect  boldness. 

You  go,'  then,  to  the  other  river,  and  the  trout, 
when  "  the  rise  "  is  fairly  on,  seem  as  numerous  as 
ever.  Certainly  they  are  still  in  hundreds.  Now 
put  your  flies  over  them,  and  they  either  refuse, 
or  take  them  with  caution ;  and  this,  too,  even  in 
a  rough  stream  with  a  stiff  breeze  blowing.  Yet 
for  six  months  they  have  never  been  fished  for 
with  fly  at  all. 

The  fish  are  simply  mad  for  the  natural  fly. 
What  makes  them  then,  from  the  outset,  so  wary 
of  the  most  delicately  made  and  skilfully  presented 
artificial  fly  ?    What  but  memory ! 

Again,  I  remember  the  story  of  a  pet  trout.  It 
was  placed  (when  a  tiny  troutling)  into  what  is 
known  among  the  mountains  of  Scotland  as  a 
"wall  heed"  (Anglice,  "a  well  head  "),  i.e.,  where  a 
spring  is  bubbling  up  into  a  clear  and  deliciously 
cool  little  basin  of,  say,  a  foot  or  more  in  depth, 
and  little  more  than  a  foot  or  two  in  width.  The 
owner  used  to  go  to  the  pool  and  feed  the  trout, 
and  so  tame  did  it  become  that  it  used  to  come 
to  his  call.  He  used  to  stroke  it  down  when  out 
of  the  water,  and  return  it  afterwards.  Indeed,  I 
think  it  learned  to  leap  into  his  hand  eventually, 
to  be  stroked  down  and  petted. 

A  couple  of  old  gentlemen  I  knew  in  Scotland, 
nearly  forty  years  ago,  used  to  speak  of  a  trout,  in 
the  River  Ettrick,  which  was  regularly  fed  by  the 
village  schoolboys,  who  used  to  save  some  of  their 
morning  porridge.  They  christened  the  trout 
"  Parritchy."  When  they  called  his  name  and 
thi  •ew  in  bits  of  porridge,  the  fish  would  leave  the 
pool  and  come  into  the  shallows  fearlessly  for  his 
breakfast. 

May  I  suggest  that  those  who  take  charge  of 
fish  in  captivity,  such  as  the  keepers  in  aquariums, 
may  be  able  to  throw  much  light  on  this  interesting 
question. 

But  I  do  think  that  we  fishermen  are  apt  to 
attribute  to  fish  quasi-mental  perceptions  far  in 
excess  of  their  reality.  For  instance,  look  how 
salmon  fishermen  cling  to  tbe  identical  dressing 
of  a  particular  pattern.  Now,  who  could  seriously 
imagine  that  a  salmon  would  refuse  to  rise  at,  or 
turn  .away  in  disgust  from,  a  salmon  fly,  because 
it  departed  in  some  slight  particular  from  the 
orthodox  pattern  ?  All  the  same,  who  would  risk 
using  a  fly  that  was  not  the  recognised  pattern, 
be  it  a  Jock  Scott,  Butcher,  Blue  Doctor,  or  Silver 
Grey?  And  the  same  may  be  said,  though  in 
a  lesser  measure,  of  most  loch  and  sea  trout 
flic  s. 

If  a  fish  had  no  memory,  a  fly  presented  to  its 
notice  would  always  be  a  novelty,  and  a  huDgry 
fish  would  go  for  it  without  hesitation.  Nor 
would  a  fish  who  had  been  pricked  or  run,  weeks 
or  months  previously— with  worm  or  minnow- 
come  for  that  lure  with  the  suspicion  and  caution 
which  is  so  characteristic  of  an  old  trout,  the 
hero  of  so  many  hair-breadth  adventures,  the 
victor  m  many  a  hard  fought  battle  for  freedom 
And  if,  as  I  have  pointed  out,  fish  which  are 
much  fished  for,  are  found,  even  on  the  openin<* 
day  of  the  season  (provided  that  they  are  not  fished 
tor  till  they  are  in  condition)  to  retain  their 
habitual  caution— after  a  five  or  six  months 
holiday— this  to  me  is  practical  proof  that  they 
not  only  possess  the  faculty  of  remembering,  but 
it  seems  to  show  that  they  have  unusually  good 
and  minute  memories  for  "  traps  for  the  unwary  " 
in  the  form  of  artificial  flies,  and  so  forth,  when 
compared  with  "  Nature  unadorned."  Long  ago 
some  scientific  authority  pointed  out  that  the 
structure  of  a  trout's  eye  was  anatomically  con- 
sidered a  proof  that  their  powers  of  vision  weie 
detective.  Practical  fishermen  cannot  swallow 
this  in  the  face  of  so  many  facts  to  the  contrary. 

And  my  final  conclusion,  as  a  practical  angler- 


is — cortex  or  no  cortex — a  well  educated  trout  oi 
northern  Tweed  or  southern  Test  has  an  unconv 
fortable  way  of  not  forgetting,  and  so  I  conclud 
that  Professor  Edinger  is  not  a  fly  fisherman. 

E.  M.  Tod. 


SALMON  LURES  FOR  SPRING. 


There  has  been  no  great  departure  in 
ordinary  and  well  estabUshed  lures  for  spi 
salmon,  within  the  past  decade  at  least, 
course,  there  is  the  annual  crop  of  modificatiu 
and  minor  introductions,  which  is  always  with/— 
as  the  seasons  roll  on ;  but  since  the  general  in- 
troduction  of  the  live  bait,  and  its  modification  in 
the  preserved  form,  there  has  not  been  another 
such  emphatic  departure  from  the  well  trodden 
lines  as  pursued  by  our  forefathers,  when  fur  and 
feather  was  their  only  lure  in  the  chase  for  Snhnoi 
solar. 

The  success  which  attended  the  introduction  of, 
first,  the  artificial  and  then  the  natural  minnow 
was  phenomenal;  and  so  they  came  to  stay,  and 
are  now  recognised  as  having  established  a  claim 
to  be  considered  early  spring  lures. 

The  fly,  however,  is  the  lure  of  lures.  It  has 
always  held  its  own,  even  in  the  days  when  com- 
petition  was  fiercest,  and  when  certain  anglers  of 
the  new  school  had  minnow  of  the  brain,  and  were 
to  be  seen  with  nothing  but  the  live  bait  can  antf 
the  short  spinning  rod,  chasing  each  other  froaj 
pool  to  pool.  That  the  spinning  bait  has  its  time 
and  place  cannot  now  be  gainsaid  by  even  tb» 
most  bigoted  of  old  school  anglers,  and  thflr 
experienced  angler,  who  knows  best  when  tdt 
supplement  the  one  by  an  exchange  for  the  other, 
will  best  conserve  his  own  and  his  neighbours" 
interests,  and  obtain  the  highest  maximum  of* 
sport  at  the  least  possible  cost  of  time  and 
trouble.  Of  late  years  this  has  become  a  settle* 
practice,  and  the  conditions  when  either  the  fly  or 
the  minnow  is  likely  to  be  the  more  acceptably 
lure  for  the  nonce  pretty  well  defined. 

Of  late  years  smaller  patterns  of  the  Standard 
and  other  spring  lures  have  been  more  in  vogue; 
than  what  was  formerly  the  case.    At  one  time! 
the  salmon  angler  of  a  generation  or  so  agoi) 
would  have  scoffed  at  the  idea  of  killing  fish  with 
anything  short  of  a  20ft.  or  21ft.  rod,  and  with 
flies  dressed  on  irons  3^in.  and  4in.  long  at  least} 
But  these  were  the  days  when  salmon  fishing  was 
only  thought  to  be  possible  in  fairly  flooded  riverJ 
in  the  early  days  of  spring,  and  the  shortening 
days  of  September  and  October,  when  usually 
come  the  autumn  floods.  A  more  rational  method? 
now  prevails ;  and  although  the  largest  patterns! 
of  spring  lures  may  be  seen  in  the  early  days  ofi 
the  season,  when  low  temperatures  prevail,  yet, 
when  the  natural  fly  comes  on  the  water  with  the-j 
advancing  spring,  the  sizes  of  the  lures  drop  downj 
accordingly,  and  the  tendency  nowadays  is  tol 
introduce  smaller  and  smaller  patterns  every  year,*; 
even  earlier  in  the  season  than  was  commonly  the 
practice  in  our  younger  angling  days.    So  much, 
is  this  the  case  that  tyers  are  chary  of  stocking 
the  larger  patterns,  as  they  are  so  seldom  asked] 
for.    Some  two  seasons  back,  when  all  the  early? 
spring  angling  was  done  in  the  thick  of  a] 
prolonged  storm  of  snow  and  frost,  the  larger! 
patterns  were  again  to  the  front,  and  an  extensiveL, 
tyer  in  Aberdeen  remarked  that  he  had  got  rid  of 
a  stock  of  4in.  irons  which  had  been  lying  on  his] 
hands  for  some  sixteen  years,  and  which  he  hadj 
actually  laid  aside  as  a  memento,  of  a  bygone] 
age  that  would  never  be  recalled  again.  However]! 
these  are  exceptionally  large  spring  lures,  and! 
only  in  a  big  water,  or  when  the  temperature  is  at 
freezing  point,  is  there  anything  above  a  .'iin.  iron.j 
necessary. 

In  the  early  spring  the  plainer  and  morel 
sparsely  dressed  flies  are  preferred  to  those  of  a} 
more  fancy  pattern.  The  "  Eagle."  the  "  White-  i 
winged  Tricolour,"  or  "Akroyd."  are  fair  samples! 
of  killing  lures  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  day,  orj 
again  late  in  the  evening,  when  the  long  twilight | 
of  lengthening  day  affords  a  tempting  moment] 
tor  a  rise  from  a  fresh  run  'fish  j  while,  of  the] 
fancier  patterns,  the  "  Jock  Scott,"  the  "  Gordon,"] 
or  some  of  the  more  numerous  harmonies  of  the] 
well  known  "  Doctors  "  are  most  commonly  put! 
up  at  noontide  or  early  after  lunch,  and  these] 
generally  on  lAin.,  ljfin.,  and  2in.  irons,  although] 
't-  ?'  "  Gordon  "  is  as  fatal  a  lure  on  the  Dee  and] 
kindred  streams  as  any  other  in  the  whole  range 
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,t  the  angler's  command — and  that  is  by  no  means 
i  8mall  or  insignificant  one  nowadays. 

Few,  if  any,  of  the  larger  patterns  so  useful  at 
;  imes  to  the  early  spring  angler  are  seen  during 
I  he  back-end  fishing.    The  autumn  lures  partake 
I  nore  of  the  larger  sizes  in  vogue  during  the  late 
ipring  and  early  summer,  and  are  more  akin  to 
,  he  order  of  fancy  flies  than  to  the  plain  flies  of 
'•  ;arly  spring.    Their  name  is  legion,  and  their 
iuthors,  inventors,  compilers,  or  call  them  what 
you  will,  are  as  numerous  as  the  many  varied 
Patterns  produced,  for  the  first  thing  which  an 
mgler  does  after  he  has  learned  to  dress  a  fly,  be 
tie  sportsman  or  gillie,  is  to  produce  a  new  or 
I  varied  combination  of  his  own,  and  if  by  chance 
.'he  may  kill  a  fish  with  it,  to  swear  by  it  as  the  fly 
of  flies,  and  to  recommend  it  to  his  friends  or 
patrons  on  all  occasions  and  under  all  circum- 

It  is  right  and  proper  that  every  salmon  angler 
should  have  his  own  special  favourites.  He :  has 
proved  them,  and  he  goes  to  the  battle  in  no  half- 
hearted manner  when  he  knows  that  the  lure  he 
is  working  with  over  the  rising  fish  has  done  duty 
on  many  a  previous  occasion.    Yet,  on  the  other 
I  hand,  a  new  combination,  or  a  new  pattern,  "  soul 
I  and  body,"  so  to  speak,  need  not  be  despised  if  it 
I  has  a  "  killing  look  "  about  it,  and  of  the  approved 
I  size.    Some  of  our  most  successful  sportsmen 
have  but  a  small  selection,  out  of  which  they  are 
seldom  tempted  to  wander  ;  while  others,  on  the 
,  other  hand,  are  open  to  a  change  at  any  time.  Old 
Mr  Blacklaws,  who  has  fished  for  over  three  score 
I  years  on  the  Dee,  or  since  he  was  a  stripling 
i,f  fourteen,  and  has  seen  all  the  flies  m  vogue 
I  on  that  most  noted  of  salmon  rivers,  pins  his  iaith 

I  still  to  the  "Yellow  Gaudie"  of  his  early  manhood 

II  as  the  best  spring  lore  that  can  be  put  on  the  water, 
t  and  we  are  confident  that  he  will  now  be  tying 
I  two  or  three  patterns  of  different  sizes  of  his 
I  favourite  lure,  in  view  of  a  cast  on  the  opening 
[  day  •  and  if  there  be  fish  about  on  the  waters  he 

may  have  selected  for  that  august  occasion,  we 
I  might  be  safe  in  betting  our  last  sixpence,  were 
l  we  given  to  that  vice,  that  he  will  be  in  the 
I  running  with  a  "first  blood"  to  the  "Yellow 
|  Gaudie."     Mortimer,  on  the  other  hand,  an 
[  equally  famous  Dee  fisherman,  has  a  fly  of  his 
[  own  with  which  he  usually  opens  the  ball ;  so  has 
Gill  and  Dawson,  and  the  famous  Blackhail 
t  keeper,  Frank  Farquharson.    But  these  are  only 
samples  of  what  maybe  found  on  the  banks  ot 
every  salmon  stream  in  the  country,  and  when 
their  special  inventions  are  closely  examined,  they 
will  be  found,  in  the  main,  to  be  more  or  less 
combinations  or  variations,  in  a  greater  or  lesser 
degree  of  the  ordinary  Standard  patterns. 

There  is  no  authentic  date  when  the  spinning 
lure,  in  one  form  or  another,  was  used  m  our 
northern  salmon  streams.  "We  know  that  a  kind 
of  "  minnow  "  was  used  on  the  Spey  m  the  early 
teens  of  the  present  century,  and  that  ang  ers 
regularly  fished  the  Dee  with  golden  bellied 
minnows  for  grilse  some  sixty-five  years  ago.  But 
it  was  not  till  Old  Brown,  of  Aberdeen,  invented  his 
now  universal  phantom  minnow,  about  the  year  184^, 
that  artificial  spinning  lures  began  to  be  regularly 
employed  in  angling  for  spring  salmon.  Ihere ,  is 
a  good  story  told  of  its  introduction  on  the  Dee, 
which  will  bear  repetition.  Mr.  Brown  s  opportu- 
nities for  trying  his  new  lure  were  few  and  tar 
between,  and  he  committed  his  "  new  brand  idea 
to  the  care  of  Mr.  Blacklaws,  Kincardine  O  Neil, 
who  at  first  blush  was  not  much  in  love  with  the 
innovation,  and  so  put  it  in  his  case  for  an  ott 

occasion.  .      ,     _  a„„A 

One  day,  when  the  river  was  m  strong  flood, 
and  everything  in  the  shape  and  colour  ot  fly 
failed  him,  William  bethought  him  of  Mr.  Brown  s 
new  fangled  minnow,. and  forthwith,  although 
with  little  faith,  proceeded  to  tie  it  up  to  his 
18ft.  salmon  rod  after  the  manner  of  a  huge 
salmon  fly-a  method  of  fishing  with  the  pbantom 
still  pursued,  and  that  successfully,  by  som  old 
hands  even  yet.    An  Irish  water  bailift,  who  was 
watching  the  tying  process,  asked  him  if  he  was 
mtfd  toVhlnk  of  l&ing  fish  with  that  painted 
sprat,  as  he  termed  it.    "  Mad  or  no  mad,   sa  d 
Old  Blacklaws,  "here  goes,"  and,  as  luck :  would 
have  it,  he  hooked  and  success  fully  ^ landed  a 
beauty  of  some  161b.    In  a  minute  or  two  he  was 
into  another,  which  also  graced  the          w™  # 
presence  ;  and  then  a  third  and  even  a  fourth 
'  fish  followed,  all  within  a  couple  of  hours  Ibis 
was  too  much  for  the  Irishman,  who,  when  he  saw 
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the  fourth  fish  hooked,  threw  down  the  gaff  and 
made  off  down  the  waterside,  declaring  the  devil 
himself  was  in  the  thing,  and  that  not  a  salmon 
would  be  left  in  the  river. 

The  phantom  came  immediately  to  the  tront, 
and  it  has  maintained  its  place  ever  since  as  an 
accepted  spring  lure,  next  to  the  fly,  affording  an 
excellent  substitute  in  a  rising  or  a  flooded  water. 
Among  the  army  of  spinning  baits  it  will  be  hard 
to  beat  and  has  been  little  improved  on  since  it 
was  originally  invented  by  the  late  Mr.  Brown, 
whose  extensive  business  is  still  being  earned  on 
under  the  old  firm's  name  by  Mr.  Bell,  who  has 
never  missed  a  chance,  of  any  suggested  improve- 
ment likely  to  enhance  the  established  popularity 
of  Brown's  phantom  minnow. 

Of  the  other  spring  lures  which  have  come  to 
stay,  the  minnow  and  gudgeon,  either  in  their  live 
or  preserved  forms,  rank  next  to  the  phantom ; 
while  the  Devon,  in  one  or  other  of  its  many  forms ; 
the  spoon,  although  not  so  common  on  some 
streams  as  it  might  be;  the  prawn,  and  even  the 
eel  tail,  all  are  more  or  less  requisitioned  by  the 
early  spring  angler,  with  more  or  less  success,  as 
occasion  requires,  and  deserve  more  than  a  passing 
mention,  which,  however,  we  will  reserve  for  a 
future  occasion.  _ 

The  spinning  rod  and  the  casting  reel  are  also 
now  part  and  parcel  of  spring  angler's  parapher- 
nalia, and  these  also  will  come  under  review  when 
we  hark  back  to  the  subject  of  "  Salmon  Lures 
for  Spring  Angling."  M- 
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After  showing  our  credentials  to  Earl  Radnor  s 
river  keeper,  we  put  together  rods  and  tackle  and 
commenced  fishing  an  extensive  hole  and  eddy  at 
the  confluence  of  two  streams,  which  proved  to  be 
a  piky  piece  of  water,  inasmuch  as  we  both  got  a 
brace  of  capital  fish  out  of  it  before  moving  to 
another  part  of  the  river,  which  for  some  distance 
averaged  a  depth  of  6ft.  or  8ft.,  the  current  flow- 
ing gently  along  meadows  fringed  with  reeds  and 
sedges  growing  in  the  deep  water- deep  even  close 
up  to  the  bank,  and  perfect  in  every  way  for 
"  snap "  live  baiting.  .    ,  , 

This  fishing  trip  was  the  first  time  Francis  had 
tried  the  capabilities  of  my  snap  tackles,  and  bis 
opinion  of  them  was  gratifying  to  me,  but  much 
more  so,  the  fact  that  he  hooked  and  landed 
several  fine  fish  with  them. 

It  was  also  my  first  acquaintance  with  bis 
pattern  of  "  spinning  flights,"  which  I  used  very 
successfully  on  that  and  subsequent  occasions ; 
and  I   unhesitatingly  pronounce  them  to  be 
among  the  very  best,  and  most  perfect  m  arrange- 
ment for  keeping  the  baits  rigid  and  m  good 
spinning  form,PI  have  ever  used.    The  keeper  was 
most  attentive,  and  being  anxious  to  find  us  sport 
took  us  to  aU  the  places  we  were  hkel y  to  meet 
with  it.    He  had  often  heard  and  read  of  Fiancis 
Francis,  and  knew  there  was  a  Gamaliel 
present   who,  perhaps  more  than  most  anglers 
was  "keen  as  a  knife,"  and  when  and  where  he 
fished,  meant  fishing,  never  throwing  a  chance 
away,  but  always  using  sound  judgment  with 
skill,  when  pursuing  his  favourite  recreation.  As 
to  myself,  1  was  "  in  clover/'  also  in  for  some  of 
the  very  best  autumn  fishing  to  be  had  in  oui 

w?re  a  couple  of  beauties  close  to  the  bank,  lazdy 
waving  their  fins  and  tails,  and  so  near  the  surface 
that  t^  crimson  spots  on  their  broad  sides  were 
cuite  visible  through  the  clear  water ;  the  brace 
woidd  weigh  every  ounce  of  161b  and  were  quite 
rypical  specimens  of  the  beautiful far  to  ot  the 
Avon.  Soon  after  this  Francis  hooked  a  trout  as 
large,  or  even  larger,  which  took  h.s  spinning  bait, 
and,  after  very  carefully  playing  and*  landing  it 
he  replaced  the  fish  in  the  river,  none  the  worse 
aoDarently  for  the  encounter. 
PHere  on  the  Longford  water  early  in  last  year 
his  lordship's  valet,  when  fishing  for  pike  caught 
a  trout  weighing  181b.  It  was  probacy  B.m**, 
as  they  occasionally  ascend  the  Avon.  Ihree 
m\les  down  stream  is  the  water  belonging  to  Lord 
SeUon,Tar  the  village  of  Downton,  where  we 
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fished  next  day ;  and  in  this  part  of  the  river  a 
Mr.  Bailey,  some  time  ago,  when  fly  fishing, 
caught  a  141b.  trout.  .  , 

Being  past  midday,  and  the  weather  bright  and 
warm,  for  awhile  we  put  aside  pike  rods  and 
tackle,  and  made  our  way  up  stream  to  the 
shallows,  just  below  the  park,  where  grayling 
were  taking  the  "  duns,"  which  were  hatching  out 
in  quantity.    The  water  was  wide,  but  wadeable, 
which  was  an  advantage,  for  we  commenced  at 
the  lower  end  of  the  shallows,  and  fished  up 
stream,  playing  the  fish  down  to  our  landing  nets, 
thus  not  disturbing  the  water  above,  nor  the  nsh, 
which  kept  on  rising  freely.    Our  sport  was  con- 
tinuous for  nearly  two  hours,  when  the  •  rise 
ceased,  and  the  united  catch  was  six  and  a  halt 
brace  of  grayling  averaging  a  pound  each ;  then 
we  resumed  our  esocidxl  raid,  and  when  the 
fading  light  warned  us  it  was  time  to  give  over 
fishing,  we  put  up  our  tackle  and  started,  with 
light  hearts  and  heavy  creels,  on  our  way  back  to 
Salisbury.  .  .  . 

Next  day  we  fished  the  portion  of  river  be- 
longing to  Lord  Nelson,  and  the  two  miles  of 
water  at  Downton,  with  little  success,  except  that 
I  caught  a  121b.  pike  in  the  deep  pool  beyond 
the  weir.  In  fact,  on  getting  to  Downton  we 
despaired  of  sport,  for  nets  were  hanging  about- 
wet,  as  if  recently  used— while  some  '  trimmers 
with  the  baits  unremoved.  showed  unmistakably 
that  this  water  was  unfairly  fished  ;  so  we  spent 
but  little  time  there,  but  returned  to  our  hotel, 
packed,  and  departed  for  London. 

How  the  years  of  one's  life  fly  away.  Four 
decades  ago  my  brother  and  I  were  fishing  some 
nice  trout  water  above  Winchester  belonging 
to  an  old  friend  of  our  family,  who  then  resided 
at    Chilland-on-the-Itchen.     The   old  keepers 
name  was  Lock,  grandfather  (I  believe)  to  the 
present  keeper.    My  previous  knowledge  ot  fly 
fishing  had  been  acquired  on  the  Darenth  and 
Cray  streams,  and  on  the  occasion  referred  to 
my  brother  and  I  had  fished  down  to  the  village 
of  Worthy  with  not  much  success,  for  we  used 
our  Darenth  flies— patterns  not  well  adapted  to 
the  Itchen— when  I  got  into  conversation  with  an 
angler  of  burly  form,  in  the  prime  of  manhood, 
who,  seeing  I  had  caught  but  few  of  the  trout 
which  all  the  morning  had  been  rising  fairly  well 
asked  to  see  my  flies,  and  finding  they  were  not  ot 
quite  the  right  kind,  mounted  a  cast  for  my  brother 
and  I,  and  kindly  gave  us  a  selection  from  his  own 
fly  book.    This  was  Francis  Francis,  and  how  J 
first  made  his  acquaintance,  which  afterwards 
ripened  into  a  friendship  that  gave  me  genuine 
pleasure  on  the  many  occasions  we  were  together 
in  after  years,  sometimes  by  river  and  lake,  and 
during  the  inception  and  development  of  the  JSNS 
International  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

My  thoughts  often  revert  to  those  pleasant 
times  and  the  many  happy  days  I  have  spent  with 
that  "past  master"  of  the  delightful  art  of 
anglingl  who  has  gone  to  a  happier  existence. 
But  his  memory  remains  fresh  and  green,  per- 
petuated in  a  most  fitting  way  to  coming  genera- 
tions of  piscators,  by  his  memorial  stone  m  the 
cathedral,  close  by  the  stream  he  so  dearly  loved 
to  fish.  His  world  known  works  prove  sources  ot 
pleasure  to  all  who  read  them,  and  abound  in  good 
Practical  advice  to  anglers,  also  with  the  knowledge 
gained  during  a  lifetime  of  fine  experiences. 

Al.KUKD  JA.R1MNK. 
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October— Trout— Hirers  and  Lakes. 
I  now  class  rivers  and  lakes  together ;  and 
though  you  may  occasionally  catch  a  fine  seasoned 
fish,  for  one  of  that  description  you  will  1 M  e 
bad  ones  in  this  month.    In  the  latter  | art  o it 
the  breeding  fish  go  into  the  rivers;  or,  if  the 
wateHs try*  low,  many  spawn  among  the  weeds 
or  on  the  gravel  shores  ;  and  If  such  was  not  the 
case  the  breed  would  be  nearly  extinct,  from  the 
shameful  practice  of  destroying  the  breeding  fish. 
AltogetLer,  I  think  it  right  to  prevent  angling  on 
river  or  lake  in  this  month  though,  strange  to 
bhv  I  would  permit  it  on  the  lakes  in  November 
There  is  no  time  of  the  year  in  whiob  you  w.ll 

•  From  O'Gornrnn'n  "  Practice  ot  Angling,  particularly 
ai  regards  Ireland." 
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kill  finer  conditioned  trout  in  the  lakes  than  during 
that  month.    Nor  will  you  ever,  except  by  the 
merest  chance,  meet  a  bad  one,  the  ill-seasoned 
fish  having  all  departed  to  those  haunts  where 
they  chiefly  breed,  and  left  the  lakes  altogether, 
or  gone  among  weeds  or  rushes,  where  they  are 
not  sought  alter.     I  was  a   long  time  quite 
unaware  that  fine  trout  were  to  be  had  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  until  one  day,  wanting  exercise 
very  much,  1  walked  to  Dromore  lake,  and  having 
my  rod  and  gaff,  and  the  day  being  soft,  with  a 
good  wind,  I  commenced  fishing  with  a  pair  of 
large  Dromore  flies  pretty  late  in  the  day,  when, 
after  a  few  casts,  trout  begin  to  rise  greedily,  and 
in  about  an  hour  I  killed  four  beautiful  trout, 
with  skins  as  white  as  silver,  and  in  the  highest 
season,  nearly  -Ub.  weight  each. 

I  afterwards  fished  both  Dromore,  Inchiquin 
and  Tedane  during  this  month,  and  have  often 
had  most  excellent  sport.  Wherever  there  were 
rushes  or  old  reeds,  they  were  the  most  certain 
spots  for  a  rise,  and  a  sure  one— the  fish,  certainly 
not  of  the  largest  size,  but  a  trout  of  from  21b.  to 
lib.  weight,  in  good  season,  is  not  to  be  despised. 

I  am  convinced  that  if  the  Westnieath  lakes 
and  the  large  Mayo  ones,  were  tried  during  this 
month,  equal  success  with  that  which  I  met  on  the 
(  hire  lakes  may  be  obtained ;  but  this  may  be  a 
service  of  danger  on  large  sleets  of  water,  and  in 
"in-  variable  climate  particularly,  so  late  in  the 
year. 

Sommaiy  notice  of  sahnon  flies  for  each  month, 
from  Feb.  12  to  Aug.  20,  and  of  the  various 
baits  in  use  during  each  month 

From  Feb.  12  to  March  12,  large  flies  in  all 
rivers  in  the  Shannon  the  most  esteemed  are 
the  following:  Light  blue  body,  light  blue  hackle  • 
orange  body,  black  hackle;  half  black,  half 
orange,  back  hackle;  entire  black  fly,  black 
hackle;  black  fly,  deep  yellow  hackle;  gold- 
finch, entire  yellow  body,  yellow  hackle.  All 
those  descriptions  are  very  large  white  tin- 
selled with  gold  cord  additional,  put  before 
the  tinsel,  and  it  is  in  some  degree  a  pre- 
servative against  the  hackle  bein|  cut  The 

£3E? t57  tie/s/'hiP  the  fibre  off  half  the 
hackle.    I  do  not ;  but  this  is  a  matter  of  taste. 

iiht  7  .TajS  puf  gold  Peasant  topknots  as 
nibs  when  they  can  be  procured,  and  the  gaudiest 
and  most  valuable  feathers  in  the  wing  The 
goldfinch  wing  and  jib  are,  or  ought  to  be,  com 
posed  entirely  of  the  pheasants'  toppings  I 
hav,% »»  another  previous  chapter,  moposed  a 

££ !?atr  °f  -8*,  ver^  ^avagant  %  AU 
tS?i2?*T  Sdk  b(.died'a*<l  the  Limerick  fly 
rW  Z%  ?■  eXCel  m  the  neafc  appearance  of 
5^e"?™d}lctl0°8,  except  as  to  the  head  of  the 

thmT  tt 18  ^  ClTSy'  and^ich  I  do  not 
think  they  put  on  well;  but  all  this  has  been 
heretofore  explained  under  the  article  fly  tyin  g 
At  this  period,  salmon  will  take  loach,  IJehn 
little  yellow  trout  freely  and  well,  and  1  recom 
32?  mos\si™&J  that  the 'trolling  links 
whether  single  or  good  treble  gut,  be  aimed  for 
three  or  four  inches  with  slight'copper  wS ^  well 
ba  tT03-  Md  that  a  Salm0n  °»  fi»t 

weU  on'"/  IT7  StrUck  ^  he  sVeezes 

wen  on  it,  and  puUs  the  rod  nearly  double  I 

^onZ  Tn- l0St,  *  P^^atiL  s  Sing 
and  on  one  day  in  the  early  season  on  the  Fer«ms 

lost  three^fi  g0fl°di  ^6ll0W  wbo  accompanied^ 
fM  ^Sh  by  Premature  striking  after 

p  Scemoldser;isly  •  a,dTnished  tE 

piaccice    and  1  certainly  lost  my  temner  nnH 

Se^BnlSSf?^  ^  ^-"-tion'mS^gaiTs? 
me.    nut  did  I  throw  him  out  of  the  boat ,J  Did  T 

Xr^0aNo°r  ^r-J-  -th  the  haldl 
1st  genUe  %J        m  the  ^  and 

three  ,n  L  I  \  .  n  3"011'  ?ou  have  lost 
striW?™5  b/.xyoor   Precipitancy  and 

?J?*>?&  mth         A  not 


size,  such  as  are  suitable  to  the  magnitude  or 
depth  of  the  river;  for  though  they  may  not  be 
the  correct  fly  for  those  waters,  yet  there  are 
times  when  they  tell  better  than  those  most 
prized  by  anglers  living  on  the  spot,  and  who 
could  be  scarcely  prevailed  on  to  try  them. 
The  observations  1  have  made  as  to  baits  on  the 
Shannon  will  hold  good  on  all  other  salmon 
rivers;  but  on  those  where  there  are  no  pike 
arming  a  link  is  unnecessary. 

From  March   12  to  about  April   1,  if  the 
water  holds  high,  the  same  descriptions  of  flies 
hold  good;  perhaps  the  size  should  decrease  a 
little.    From  April  1   I  would  fix  on  green 
flies  of  different  shades  as  great  favourites,  viz., 
pea-green  silk  bodies,  green-dyed  hackle,  the 
green  fibre  of  the  peacock,  with  black  hackle, 
yellow  tinsel  on  both,  gold  cord  in  addition  to 
the  tinsel  on  the  silk  bodied  flies.    None  on  the 
Green  Peacock,  as  it  spoils  the  appearance  of  the 
fly,  and  a  better  fly  on  the  Shannon  I  never  met, 
or  more  killing  at  any  time.    And  a  fly  with  half 
the  Green  Peacock  body  and  half  orange,  with 
hackle  only  on  the  orange  part,  is  most  excellent; 
all  those  with  wings  or  jibs  more  or  less  gaudy. 
A  smaller  sized  grey  fly  may  be  now  tried,  also 
an  entire  black  with  gold  tinsel  and  dark  blue 
head. 

About  April  1  or  before,  the  two-year-old  fry 
(according  to  the  Scotch  doctrine)  appear;  but 
this  kind  of  talk  will  not  do  for  the  sailors,  nor 
the  Limerick  anglers  either;  and  those  fry  which 
are  at  first  ill-coloured  and  small  make  good  baits, 
and  well  taken,  in  common  with  the  gravelin,  by 
their  unnatural  parents  and  relations. 

In  all  the  other  rivers  alluded  to  a  like  declension 
m  the  size  of  flies  takes  place,  and  strict  attention 
must  be  paid  to  the  colour  of  natural  trout  flies  on 
the  water,  and  salmon  flies  provided  accordingly, 
grey  flies,  green  and   brown  olives,  sooty  and 
bright  browns,  blacks:  twist,  or  gold  or  silver 
cord  only,  on  the  body.    Some  with  double 
hackles,  ribbed  of  two  or  three  colours,  generally 
lively,  jib  of  parrot  or  a  little  breast  pheasant, 
chiefly  good  brown  turkey  tail  wing,  little  head 
macaw  and  guinea  hen  side  feathers.    Such  are 
the  kinds  usually  fished  with  in  those  latter 
waters  of  various  sizes;  but,  as  I  have  remarked 
gaudy  flies,  when  of  correct  size,  often  do  right 
well  and  vice  versa,  so  that  a  good  angler  must  be 
\u  utrumquc  pamtus. 

My  remarks  as  to  the  various  baits  on  the 
bnannon  hold  good  here;  but, in  addition, I  would 
suggest  a  trial  of  the  large  blue  head  or  lob  worm 
m  mountain  waters. 

From  April  1  to  May  1  is  the  prime  fishing  in 
all  large  rivers.  At  this  time  I  generally  prefer 
gold  tinsel,  particularly  on  all  shades  of  green 
and  I  often  put  the  tinsel  on  before  the  bodies, 
and  this  only  requires  the  little  additional  trouble 
of  a  little  bit  of  waxed  silk  near  where  it  is 
intended  to  put  on  the  wing,  and  I  in  this 
case  twist  the  silk  pretty  full,  and  put  it  before 
each  row  of  the  tinsel.  It  forms  a  rib,  and  is  a 
great  preservation  to  the  hackle.    This  I  have 

tu   Vei'y  kilHDS  method  in  all  waters. 
1  he  flies  before  recommended  are  excellent 
but  with  a  gradual  declension  in  size.    Fine,  deep 
browns  are  now  good,  more  or  less  gaudy.-  In 
addition  to  the  baits  before  mentioned,  I  recom- 

SEfihT?  th?  »h»mP.  either  in  its  naS 
state  or  boiled,  not  too  large,  on  single  gut  only 

nWflJ  ei'e+?,ke  abound'  0ll§ht  t°  b«  armed  L 
v,  J  ni  as  those  ravenous  animals  frequently 
11,11  at  it,  and  so  do  large  trout. 
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nave  one  or  t«o  large  BreT  SiZ*  ',„," }° 

the^Fer^r  Bailor  the  B]ack™ter,  the  Lee, 
of  the  above  description;  but  of  a  much  TesS 


vear WrS  ^various  seasons  of  the 

It^i  Y  \  °f, remarkable  queries  from  "Con- 
stant Readers  (tell  it  not  in  Gath  that  many  of 
them  interpret  constancy  to  the  tune  of  two 
numbers,  that  containing7 their  £q3  it 
mavw\ind  t.be  ^quel  with  such  answers  as 
may  be  forthcoming)  puzzled  as  to  what  place  to 
choose  for  a  fortnights,  or,  maybe,  only  a  week 
ends,  sea  fishing.  These  delectable  communJa 
tions  preponderate,  it  is  fan-  to  assume  in  the 

ntT-f1'  m+rthS'ibUt  a  fGW  COme  in  with  'vary  ng 
intensity  throughout  the  year.  Most  of  thf 
correspondents  are  family  "men,  which  fact  in 
then  economy  may  possibly  account  for  the  ex- 
ceeding modesty  of  their  requirements. 


The  ideal  resort  is  thus  sought  to  combine  all 
the  following  schedule  of  virtues:  bass  fishine 
trom  the  pier,  beach  and  bathing  machine  -  nt 
rain  or  south-west  wind  (reference  is  usually  made 
to  the  south  coast)  for  a  fortnight ;  no  excessive 
heat  nor  easterly  winds  ;  no  niggers,  drains  (im. 
perfect  drains  presumably  meant),  trippers,  or 
steep  bills ;  a  good  circulating  library  ;  a  sandy 
beach  for  the  children;  and,  lastly,  free  lod^in^' 
boats  and    boatmen    preferred,  but  a  sMcM 
nominal  fee  not  an  insuperable  objection  Now! 
all  these  conditions  might  be  fulfilled  without 
difficulty  were  it  not  for  the  postscript.   It  ia 
that  postcript  which  so  sorely  taxes  the  editorial 
resources  for  lo,  it  adds  to  the  conditions  already 
enumerated  that  the  elysium  dreamt  of  must  lie 
within  a  half-sovereign  return  fare  of  town  The 
editor  gives  the  thing  up  in  despair  at  this 
Before  reading  the  postscript,  his  mind  had  con-; 
jured  up  enthralling  pictures  of  secluded  lochs 
where  young  ladies  met  the  weary  pilgrim  at  the 
water's  edge,  and  after  inquiring  whether  thev 
were  ferry  well  whatefor,  rowed  them  out  to  the 
sa.the  grounds   followed  by  a  retinue  of  tame 
seals   and  m  due  course  married  them  (not  the ' 
family  men  of  course)  out  of  hand.    But  the  half 
sovercgn  fare  dispels  all  such  enticing  mind 
pictures  once  and  for  all.  °  1 

So  he  does  his  conscientious  best.  He  dr  ifts 
some  of  the  importunate  ones  off  to  Haylini? 
Island,  others  to  Selsea,  a  few  of  the  simpler  to 
the  Essex  coast  I  think  that,  everything  con. 
sidered,  the  last  have  about  the  best  time  of  it 

I  he  result  is  m  every  case  the  same.  In  the 
course  of  two  or  three  weeks  there  arrive  withering 
intimations  that  the  deadly  monotony  of  the  place 
has  induced  a  sharp  attack  of  liver  complahlt,  or 
else  the  boatmen  were  monstrous  pirates,  or  the 
sou -west  wind  blew  steadily  until  the  lay  on 
which  they  had  to  hie  them  back  to  work.  One  : 
family,  which  he  had  in  all  good  faith  relegated 
to  Bournemouth,  anathematised  the  place  in  their 
next  harangue  as  "Brummagem,"  its  air  sickly 
Ke  eternal  odour  of  pine!,  its  narrow  st  ee  s 
blocked  with  bath  chairs.  "Only  a  place  to  go 
and  die  in  is  one  of  the  mildest  rebukes  showered 
down  on  the  loveliest  coast  town  in  all  Hampshire. 

The  editor  will  be  well  advised  in  future  to 
counsel  these  splenetic  holiday  makers  to  star? 
httle  settlements  of  their  own  along  some  of  the 
spare  foreshore.  Tents  are  cheap  nowadays,  and 
those  who  hate  the  profane  crowd  have1  every 
tacihty  for  leading  an  innocent  gipsy  life  afar 
aSity0m  thereco§msed8Pheresof  Mrs.  Grundy's 
A.  very  little  reflection  would,  in  nine  cases  out 
tL  I  Preclude  the  necessity  for  troubling 

the  editor  at  all,  until  at  any  rate,  a  later  stage! 
It  is  largely  a  matter  of  knowing  what  one 
actually  does  want.  If,  for  instance,  the  angle? 
be  so  catholic  m  his  tastes  as  to  enjoy  a  spell  of 

sea  t6t  f^V"  the  interVills  0f        leather  at 
sea,  let  him  by  all  means  select  some  spot  with 
fresh  water  sport  available  in  the  neighbourhood 
Theie  are  many  such,  among  those  on  the  south 
coast  being  Brighton,  Littlehampton,  Bourne- 
mouth,  Weymouth,   Exmouth,  and  Plymouth 
At  any  of  these  the  all-round  angler  need  not 
during  a  three  days'  gale,  loaf  away  his  precious 
time  on  the  promenade,  but  can  take  train  fo?  a 
few  minutes  to  a  stretch  of  very  fair  river  fishing 
co^'^    -IV^  pU1'e  an,d  Vlladlllterated,  a  rocky 

esTiSr^  eit,hei'  -T?  Sheltered  bi^'  or  else  the  . 
estuaiy  of  a  sluggish  river,  gives  the  best  chance 

of  sport  for  until  the  late  autumn,  at  any  r"te 
sandy  shores  afford  but  poor  amusement  The 
richest  choice  of  angling  stations,  if  we  ignore 
tor  a  moment  the  vexing  question  of  railway  fare 
the  unquestionably  down  in  the  western  duchy.' 
the  land  of  pilchards, .  tin,  and  pollack,  not  to 
speak  of  cream  and  junket-pollack,  above  al 
goodly  fish,  that  make  the  Nottingham  winch  to 
overrun,  and  the  devout  angler  to  use  unwonted 
swear  words,  the  while  he  is^as  happy  as  a  king- 
happier,  indeed.  Here  are  no  minstrels  or  fike 
nuisance;  here  is  the  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
honey  (and  a  little  rain,  by  way  of  variety  from 

waiTdav°TnS,Sll0re!he  -anSler  ^  8t£r  sea! 
wdid  day  after  day,  returning  in  the  setting  sun 
with  a  boat-load  of  pollack  and  whiting,  or  stayin" 
mto  the  pitch  darkness,  and  adding  to  his  haul  a 

S    W;C.l?ger  7  t^t,h-at  Sha11  °"t™gh  the 
lest.    With  six  days'  fishing,  however,  let  him 
rest  content   for  the  Sabbath  fishing  is  n 
favoured,  and  the  principle  which  the  men  of  East 
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Ajiglia  recently  tried  and  found  wanting  involves 
delicate  issues  which  it  is  not  the  business  of  the 
imateur,  at  any  rate,  to  meddle  in  Anyhow, 
the  Cornish  land  is  not  that  of  the  Golden 
Fleece,  and  letters  of  lodgings  and  boatmen  vie 
in  making  the  more  venturesome  of  tourists 
forget  the  little  extra  well  spent  in  railway  fare. 

It  is,  needless  to  say,  to  bass  fishing  that  very 
many  of  the  queries  refer.  The  bass  exercises  all 
the  unholy  fascination  of  the  unattainable.  Of 
course,  there  are  bass  in  the  Channel,  though  the 
editor  who  should  take  upon  himself  nowadays 
to  suggest  where,  save  by  the  merest  chance,  that 
coveted  fish  is  to  be  found,  would  be  a  man  of 
courage,  indeed.  Let  him,  however,  refrain  from 
seeking  information  from  hotel  keepers  and 
letters°  of  apartments  with  a  taste  for  sporting 
fiction  and  paying  guests.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


OIL  POETRAITS  OF  AMERICAN 
FISHES. 


The  land  animals,  insects,  and  flowers  of 
America  have  been  very  generally  studied  by 
specialists  and  painted  from  life  ever  since  the 
days  of  Audubon,  whose  arduous  field  work  and 
portraiture  in  colours  of  American  birds  have 
made  the  publication  of  his  great  work  on  orni- 
thology an  epoch  in  the  literature  of  the  Natural 
History  of  North  America.    But  the  fish  fauna 
of  these  waters  have  been  neglected  in  respect  to 
their  portraiture  in  colours,  although  our  know- 
ledge of  fish  life  has  made  rapid  progress  through 
the°work  of  the  United  States  Fish  Commission 
appointed  in  1870,  and  the  efforts  of  a  number  of 
State  Commissions  since   that   year,   but  no 
systemized  collection  of  native  fishes  in  their  life 
colouration  has  ever  been  made  until  Mr.  Wm.  0. 
Harris,  editor  of  The  American  Angler,  New  York, 
undertook  the  difficult  work  of  painting  them 
from  life  at  the  moment  they  were  taken  alive 
from  the  water.    In  this  great  task  he  has  been 
engaged  for  nearly  fifteen  years,  and  has  just 
returned,  with  his  artist,  from  an  extended  tour 
of  over  five  months  on  the  Pacific  Slope,  where  he 
obtained  portraits  from  life  of  the  salmon  ot 
Pu«*et  Sound,  those  of  the  mountains  of  Idaho ; 
the°salt  water  fishes  of  the  California  coast,  and  the 
trouts  of  the  Sierra  Nevadas,  including  the  much- 
talked  about  golden  trout  of  the  Mount  Whitney 
waters.    This  recent  tour  for  fish  painting  pur- 
poses completed  the  series  of  eighty  portraits  ot 
the  typical  fishes  of  American  waters,  that  being 
the  number  which  Mr.  Harris  proposed  to  paint. 
These  portraits  are  now  on  free  exhibition  at 
29-33,  West  42nd-street,  New  York  City. 

A  FEW  HINTS  ON  TROUT 
ANGLING,  &c. 


but  is  fully  and  as  satisfactory  as  that  of  killing 
the  monarch  of  the  forest,  even  if  after  tlie  latter, 
for  years  without  getting  a  chance,  until  at  last 
conquered  by  the  very  first  shot.    In  my  own 
experience,  I  was  after  a  monster  for  eight  years 
before  I  got  either  sight  or  shot  until  the  end  of 
the  time  mentioned;  and  many  a  time  since  I 
have  been  surprised  at  my  own  feelings  in  the 
success.  After  tracking  this  great  stag  for  all  that 
time,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  the  conquering  of 
the  old  warrior  trout,  that  had  tested  my  wits  for 
months,  was  the  most  scientific  conquest  of  the 
two,  for,  after  all,  when  we  do  get  the  stalk  and 
shot  at  the  stag,  what  glory  is  there  in  it  ?  No 
one  but  the  greatest  duffer  can  miss  a  stag  stand- 
ing broadside  on  with  the  perfect  rifles  of  the 
present  day.    What  a  difference  between  such  a 
performance  and  that  of  one  of  our  sporting 
brotherhood,  using  all  the  science  years  have 
taught  him  to  captivate  the  monster  of  the  brook 
on  fine  drawn  gut.    It  is  for  this  reason  I  wrote 
once  before,   in   "Forty-five  Years'  Sport,"  a 
work  of  mine,  "The  brotherhood  that  exists 
amongst  all  true  sportsmen  is  one  of  no  mean 
order,  for  whereas  courage,  self-control,  and  en- 
durance are  necessary  qualifications  for  member- 
ship, whatever  is  contrary  to  these  virtues  would 
at  once  serve  to  ensure  expulsion  from  its  ranks." 

Veteran. 


first  run  of  salmon  and  sea  trout  is  due  about  the 
latter  end  of  June,  or  beginning  of  J uly  if  the 
water  be  high.    The  Glenelly.  Derg,  &C.,  are  fine 
trout  rivers ;  and  even  the  far  away  Cauiowen 
wives  good  sport,  as  on  the  closing  day  of  last 
season  Paddy  Mathers,  Omagh,  killed  twelve 
salmon,  from  81b.  to  131b.,  to  his  own  rod.  The 
standard  salmon  flies,  such  as  Jock  Scott,  Orange- 
man, &c,  kill  well,  but  latterly  the  prawn  has 
been   more    in    evidence,   unfortunately.  The 
season  opens  on  April  1  and  closes  on  Oct.  10. 
It  is  but  right  to  add  that  the  Mourne  is  afflicted 
with  the  flax  water  curse,  but  in  the  past  few 
seasons  this  pollution  has  diminished,  owing  to 
the  repeated  failures  of  the  crop  and  vigorous 
prosecutions  by  the  conservators.    The  salmon, 
which  run  up  to  301b.,  are  increasing  since  the 
Foyle   and  Bann   Fishery  Company  erected  a 
hatchery  at  the  Rocks  already  mentioned.  At 
the  present  time  some  800,000  ova  are  in  the  trays 
of  the  hatchery.    An  effort  will  be  renewed  to 
have  the  open  season  extended  till  the  last  of 
October,  as  the  present  one  is  that  much  too 
short  in  the  opinion  of  many  anglers.    J.  A.  B. 


BLACK  TROUT. 


THE  MOURNE  (CO.  TYRONE). 


Salmon  angling  is  child's  play  m  comparison 
to  the  skill,  patience,  and  science  required  to 
capture  the  most  knowing  of  all  our  sporting  fash, 
"  the  wily  old  trout."    I  am  free  to  confess  that 
although  I  have  fished  for  nearly  fifty  seasons, 
and  often  risen  the  monster  spotted  beauties  on 
many  a  good  brook,  they  have  had  the  best  of  me 
when  using  the  artificial  fly-the  most  correct 
sporting  lure;  and  I  may  candidly  confess  that 
although  often  rising  them,  and  then  hooking 
them  long  enough  to  admire  their  beautiful  pro- 
portions, "  the  vibration  existing  between  us  tor 
a  short  fight"  would  suddenly  receive  a  jerk,  the 
happy   connection  for   "the   angler  between 
his  lawful  prey,  the  wily  beauty  and  himself  was 
broken  off.  more  often  than  not,  for  ever  •  Ottenei 
than  not  this  has  been  my  fate.     The  skill 
required  to  catch  the  ordinary  brook  trout  is  try- 
ing at  times,  and  by  no  means  at  any  time  incon- 
siderable; but  it  takes  anglers  like  me  time, 
perhaps  half  a  lifetime,  before  they  can  hope t  to  be 
able  to  cope  with  the  'wary  monster  of  the  brook. 
These  old  warriors  oblige  us  to  try  all  our  watt  it 
we  wish  to  creel  them,  and  if  we  do,  the  glory  ot 
such  a  victory,  and  sometimes  the  revenge  com- 
bined, of  laying  the  monster  on  the  bank  that  lias 
often  beaten  dozens  of  anglers  besides  ourse  ves 
before.    It  is  our  loved  members  of  the  brothei- 
hood  who  have  courage,  self-control,  and  en- 
durance, combined  with  patience,  who  win  the 
-   day,  and  who  alone  understand  the  joys  attending 
such  a  conquest,  the  feeling  being  indescribable, 


The  Mourne  is  one  of  the  best  salmon  rivers  in 
the  north  of  Ireland.  Running  through  one  of  the 
most  romantic  and  historic  counties  in  Ireland, 
latterly  more  attention  has  been  given  to  it  by 
the  tourist  angler.     The  favourite  station  is 
Newtonstewart,  and  here  let  me  warn  anglers 
from  confounding  Newtonstewart  with  Stewarts- 
town  in  the  same  county,  but  some  thirty  miles 
distant  from  each  other.     Many  an  unwary 
traveller  has  arrived  in  the  latter  town  in  error. 
Newtonstewart  is  a  snug  little  town  nestled  in  the 
heart  of  the  Munterlowney  mountains.     It  is 
reached  from  London  by  Dublin  or  Belfast,  via 
Duncannon  and  Omagh,  on  the  Great  Northern 
Railway     Three  miles  from  "  Newton,    as  the 
town  is  locally  named,  is  Baron's   Court,  the 
family  seat  of  the  Abercorns,  famed  for  its  wood- 
cock coverts.  . 

The  Mourne  is  known  as  the  Stride  at  Omagh, 
where  it  is  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Drumragh, 
Owenreagh,  and  Camowen  rivers,  all  of  them 
<rood  trouting  waters,  especially  the  last  named, 
which  rises  in  a  well  near  Pomeroy  village. 
Above  Omagh  the  Stride  assumes  respectable  pro- 
portions,  and  in  a  very  serpentine  course  it  pursues 
its  way  about  twelve  miles  to  Newtonstewart, 
being  joined  en  route    by  Fairy  Water  and 
Cappagh  Burn.    All  this  stretch  affords  good 
spring' fronting  and  summer  salmon  fishing,  but 
the  cream  of  the  river  is  undoubtedly  below 
Newtonstewart.    Starting  from  the  town,  the  best 
stands  are  as  follows  :  Station  Pool,  out  of  which 
many  a  stout  salmon  was  taken ;  next  in  suc- 
cession the  Swallow's  Nest,  which  in  high  or  low 
water  generally  affords  a  ^hi  ^  f^™* 
Flat,  in  high  water,  is  a  grand  bit  of  water,  a 
reputation  Shared  in  by  Maturm's  Flat  and  the 
Shaw  and    Boyle's    Ditch.     Next  comes  the 
beautiful  piece  of  rapids  known  as  The  Rocks,  a 
succession  of  foamy  streams  and  whirling  currents 
some  800yds.  in  length,  distinguished  in  order  as 
The  Maas,  Upper  Stream,  Rough  Stream,  Keavet, 
White  Stream,  Paddy's  Parlour  Stockey  Hole, 
The  Loop,  Elder  Hole,  Broad  Stream  Hospital, 
and  Fort  Stream.    Then  come  the  Elders,  Boni- 
ban,  Blackstone  Pool,  and  Burnfoot,  Legnag.rl 
and  Wee  Croppie.  The  Legnag.rl  is  the  beginning 
of  the  Duke  of  Abercorn  a  water,  and  in  the 
early  part  of  the  season  it  fishes  well.  From 
the  other  end    of    the    duke's    preserves  to 
Victoria  Bridge-about  three  m. Unfairly  good 
fisSg  can  be  had,  and  the  duke  »  very  kind 
in  airing  permission  to  anglers  stopping  at  tbe 
Abercorn  Arms  (in  the  town),  owned  by  Mr. 
ft  J  H  Fulton.    Above  Newton  there  are  a  few 
trood  stands.    The  Strule  and  the  mountain  river 
Glenelly  meet  near  the  railway  station,  fanning 
a  perfect  horseshoe,  and  about  two  miles  further 
down  it  is  joined  by  the  Derg,  and  still  further 
on  bv  the  Finn.    The  brown  trout  run  up  to  81b. 
and  k  and  the  white  trout  about  the  same. 
Brown  trouting  is  not  much  after  June.  The 


Have  we  at  last  solved  the  problem  ?    I  am 
afraid  not.    Still,  the  new  light  thrown  upon  the 
subject  is  at  least  interesting,  and  very  worthy  ot 
consideration.    Perhaps  a  Patterson,  a  Spence,  a 
Tod  or  some  other  authority  in  the  scientific 
angling  world,  will  still  further  enlighten  us.  I 
hope  they  will.  For  my  own  part— and  I  think  that 
I  may  safely  say  in  the  interests  of  many  south- 
country  fishers  more  especially— their  time  and 
pens  would  be  far  better  occupied  in  helping  to  solve 
this  problem  than  in  discussing  that  vexed  bull 
trout  controversy.    Hang  bull  trout,  they  are  a 
nuisance  at  any  time,  in  the  water  or  out, 
Neither  do  I  feel  particularly  anxious  to  know 
the  exact  number  of  scales  a  sea  trout,  a  bull 
trout,  or  a  salmon  parr  has  on  any  particular 
part    of    its    person    although    at    the  same 
time  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  the  ascer- 
taining of  the  facts  of  these  matters  is  of  use 
and  interest  to  some  persons.    (I  must  acknow- 
ledge that  I  prefer  catching  fish  to  counting  the 
scales  on  them,  notwithstanding  that  I  certainly 
did  count  the  scales  a  gillie  once  knocked  gfl  as 
pretty  a  sea  trout  as  ever  mounted  into  iresh 
water,  the  said  sea  trout  being  at  the  tune,  only 
momentarily,  at  the  end  of  my  line.    There  were 
six,  four  on  the  net  work,  and  two  on  the  frame 
of  the  landing  net.)    No  !  what  I  want  to  know- 
what  wa  want  to  know-is:  What  is  the  cause  of 
trout  going  black,   more   especially  in  chat* 
streams';  ami  why  is  it  that  the  number  of  black 
fish  in  most  of  the  streams  we  dry  ily  fishers  love 
so  well  is  increasing  yearly  ':'  v.;  •„„ 

I  am  led  to  burden  the  readers  of  the  FMhwg 
Gazette  with  this  article  and  to  repeat ,  my 
question  :  "Have  we  at  last  solved  the  problem^ 
through  having  read  the  emphatic  assertion 
which  M.  B.  Jane  rings  out  right  merrily  in  his 
excellent  (but,  to  my  mind,  not  oonvhiomg) 
defence  of  the  sporting  and  other  good  qua  ties 
of  the  rainbow  trout,  which  appeared  in  the  J.t. 
of  Jan.  10.  He  says,  in  reference  to  the  habit 
rainbows  have  of  playing  very  .near  the ,  BUT  a e 
,did  you  ever  know  a  "  rainbow  that  -lid  not . ) . 
"  They  are  somewhat  subject  to  blindness  if  kept 
in  water  affording  no  shade  whatever.  In  such 
Lases  I  have  known  the  proportion  ot  blind  fish 

(eaMi,  recnjnkabW  b9  their  bhek  cMnr  and  I  . 

appearance)  run  as  high,  \c 

•fhe  italics  in  the  above  quotation  are  my  own, 
I  Lave  heard  this  "blind-  theory  Propounded 
before,  but  never  in  inch  an 

I  may  say  manner  ;  and  coming,  as  it  do,  s,  lio  n 
\  thoroughly  competent  and  very  practical 
aut Kyf  ^deserves  at  least  careful  consider^ 
tin.,-  tlie  main  point  presenting  itself  to  mo 
£g  "If  i  i  blindness  that  results  in  the  ever- 
increasing  number  of  black  trout  in  some  of  our 
rive^  wbat  is  the  cause  of  that  blindnes*.  and 
is  there  any  cure  for  it,  or  any  means  of  prey  n- 
ILn?  Here,  my  merry  doctors  m  a  problem 
tie  solving  of  wT.ich  will  bring  down  showers  oi 
blessmgs-aye!  of  gold,  too '.-upon  TOUT  dutan, 
g wished  shoulders.  No  matter  wha  buUtjOnt 
are  bull  trout  they  will  remain  ;  but  it  may  I" 
Stth  to  actually  prevent  the  ^Y^menM 
black  trout.    I  hope  to  goodness  that  it  is .  In 
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order  to  assist  these  learned  ones  so  far  as  I,  at 
any  rate,  am  able  to,  I  will,  in  as  few  words  _ 
possible,  relate  my  experiences  in  tbis  connection ; 
perhaps  it  is  as  well  that  I  should  add  this  is  a 
question,  or  problem,  or  mystery — call  it  what  you 
will — which  has  always  interested,  not  to  say 
vexed,  me  very  much.  Well,  then,  here  are  three 
conclusions  at  which  my  experience  has  led  me 
tj  arrive. 

Firstly,  black  trout  are  in  greatest  numbers  in 
exposed  waters,  or,  as  M.  Jaffi'  puts  it,  "  i" 
affording  no  shade  whatever." 

Secondly,  they  have  increased  mostly  in  waters 
that  are  artificially  stocked. 

Thirdly,  they  seldom,  or  never,  take  any  lure, 
unless  it  alights  or  passes  exactly  over  them  ;  and 
they  always  accept  it  then  in  a  startled  or  sur- 
prised manner. 

The  first  and  second  conclusions  are  quite 
sufficiently  dealt  with  in  the  mere  assertion  that 
they  are  correct,  so  far  as  my  experience  is  con- 
cerned. The  third  one  opens  out  a  field  for 
thought  and  explanation. 

Watch  a  healthy,  well-conditioned  trout  feeding 
—nothing  passes  within  at  least  a  square  yard  of 
him  that  he  does  not  notice,  and  if  it  happens  to 
be  the  particular  delicacy  his  troutship  is  just 
then  fancying,  it  is  snapped  up.    Now  he  will 
dash  to  the  right  or  the  left  after  some  delicate 
dun  ;  presently  he  will  sail  up  stream,  and  hasten 
the  death  and  burial  of  another  dainty  ephemeral 
anon  he  will  turn  down  stream  and  snap  up 
something  that  has  passed  him.    In  fact,  he  is 
here,  there,  and  everywhere,  and  the  result  is  that 
with  ordinary  luck  he  makes  a  hearty  meal 
You  never  see  a  black  trout  feed  in  that  manner 
True  they  will  sometimes  feed  on  the  natural  fly , 
at  times  they  will  take  the  artificial,  but,  as  Ihave 
said,  the  lure  must  pass  or  alight  exactly  over  them 
It  stands  to  reason  then  that  they  cannot  get 
anything  like  the  substantial  meal  that  their 
well-conditioned  brothers  do ;  hence  their  lean  and 
black  (or  ill-conditioned)  appearance.  It  is  equally 
certain  that  but  for  some  reason  they  would 
extend  the  size  of  their  dining-table,  and  the 
reason,  or  one  reason,  can  very  well  be  that  they 
cannot  see  an  inch  beyond  their  nose— in  other 
words,  they  are  blind;  or,  I  should  rather  say 
partially  so. 

It  may  be  argued  against  this  theory  of  blind- 
ness that  a  black  trout  is  easily  scared,  and 
scuttles  away  with  great  speed  upon  being  dis- 
turbed Just  so.  But  is  it  not  possible  that  a 
partial  blindness  would  prevent  it  from  seeing 
the  ephemera  or  larvx,  which  should  constitute 
its  principal  diet,  and  yet  permit  it  to  discover 
the  presence  of  the  angler  ?  So  far  as  scuttling 
away  is  concerned,  it  is  quite  likely  that  it  learns 
its  way  about  the  part  of  the  stream  in  which  is 
its  home  in  a  similar  manner  to  which  a  blind 
man  finds  his  way  about  familiar  ground  One 
thing  I  have  noticed  again  and  again;  a  black 
trout  when  it  realises  the  presence  of  something 
objectionable,  is  frightened,  scared;  a  well-con- 
ditioned fish  is  merely,  startled,  and  seems  confident 
ot  its  power  to  escape.  Moreover,  admitted  that  a 
black  trout  gets  away  at  a  decent  rate,  it  does 
not  move  m  the  greased  lightning  manner  a  well- 
conditioned  one  does,  neither  does  it  travel  so  far 

An  old  Derbyshire  fisherman  once  pointed  out 
to  me  that  by  far  the  largest  number  of  black 
trout  hugged  the  sides  of  the  stream  ;  he  asserted 
the  reason  of  this  was  the  fish  were  blind  of  one 
eye,  and  kept  the  blind  side  to  the  bank  My 
practical  experience  would  lead  me  to  believe  that 
the  old  chap  was  correct,  for  it  has  taught  me 
this  :  if  you  want  to  catch  a  black  trout 
that  is  hugging  the  bank,  cast  your  lure 
on  the  outer  side  of  him;  if  your  flv 
or  bait  alights  between  the  fish  and  the  bank 
ttie  trout  ignores  its  presence.  Now  isn't  it 
quite  feasible  that  the  reason  of  this  is,  it  cannot 
see  the  lure  on  that  side  ?  I  well  remember  fish- 
ing out  as  many  of  the  black  trout  as  I  could  from  a 
B.  ream-    The  proprietor  had  told  me  he 

nv   fi  T  f?t  °Lthe  Watei'  and  1  COuld  use 

*Z  T  a  1}  ^  atta,m  m?  objecfc-  °*  the  first 
day  I  used  the  Alexandra  fly,  and  fished  it  with  a 
\eiy  fine  swivel  trace.  I  can  honestly  say  that 
nearly  a  dozen  of  the  black  'uns,  hugging  the 

he™8'  the?J, When  *  was  sPun  between 
them  and  the  bank,  but  accepted  it  when  pre- 
sented on  the  other  side.  I  think  the  S 
Derbyshire  fisherman  would  have  a  good  case 
if   he   argued    that   this   was   because  they 


were  blind  of  the  bank  eye.    In  the  case  of 
the   black  trout  in  mid-stream    I  noticed  yet 
another  important  fact,  they  did  not  realise 
the  presence   of  the  Alexandra  until  it  was 
quite  close  to  them,  and  then,  for  the  instant, 
they    were    frightened    at    it.     The    tip  was 
to  slacken  the  speed  of  the  spin  immediately  it 
was  right  over  the  nose  of  the  fish.    If  more  con- 
clusive evidence  were  wanted  to  prove  that  these 
fish  could  not  properly  see  the  bait,  it  was  forth- 
coming in  the  fact  that  every  now  and  then  a 
well-conditioned  fish  would  dash  at  the  fly  from 
some  distance.    Again,  I  noticed  that  a  black 
trout  would  not  follow  the  fly  if  it  were  spun,  say, 
2ft.  or  3ft.  in  front  of  it;  a  fish  in  condition 
would.    On  the  second  day  I  fished  with  worms, 
casting  them  as  a  fly,  and  my  experience  of  the 
previous  day  was  repeated,  nay,  emphasised,  for 
the  black  trout  undoubtedly  recognised  the  sound 
of  the  worm  falling  within  reach  and  the  smell  of 
the  bait. 

And  now  to  deal  with  the,  to  me,  most  vexing 
phase  of  this  vexed  matter.  Undoubtedly,  traces 
of  blindness  should  be  noticeable  in  the  eyes  of 
these  black  trout  if  they  are  blind.  But,  with 
few  exceptions,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover 
anything  very  wrong.  What  I  have  noticed  is 
that  the  iris  is  darker,  and  the  pupil  "  dirtier  "  in 
appearance;  in  some  cases  a  glazed  appearance 
exists.  Certainly  the  eyes  of  these  fish  are  not 
covered  with  a  thick  film,  as  are  the  eyes  of  a 
blind  human  being.  It  is  in  this  connection  that 
I,  at  any  rate,  plead  ignorance,  and  crave  for 
information  from  our  scientific  friends.  That  it 
will  be  forthcoming  is  the  sincere  wish  of 

Ibis  Tag 


ten  years  preceding  1856  (the  first  year  of  roi 
fishing  worth  mentioning)  was  equal  to  about 
11,0001b.  of  trout  annually,  but  it  is  remarkable 
that  the  season  of  1850  fell  as  low  as  58441b.  The 
trout  caught  by  rod  in  the  loch  during  season 
1872  numbered  upwards  of  17,000,  and  the  average 
weight  was  nearly  lib.  In  season  1873  the  take 
was  13,394  trout,  besides  baskets  not  recorded,  of 
which  there  are  a  number  every  year.  In  1874? 
the  take  was  only  6352  trout;  in  1875,  5060 
while  in  1876  it  was  even  less.  The  following  a 
the  takes  since  then  : 


1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
18H1 
1885 
1886 


Trout 
6,092 
1:5,319 
21,045 
19,405 
16,491 
9,082 
14,062 
15,634 
16,550 
11,938 


Weight. 
.  lbs. 
5,385 
8,919 
16,192 
18,552 
17,253 
9,018 
12,742 
13,632* 
14,425 
11,299 


1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1893 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 


Trout. 
17,902 
23,616 
15,485 
10,937 
16,058 
12,735 
23,098 
19,138 
16,671 
13,408 


Weight. 

lbs 
17,4(U 
21,074 
12,837 

9,202 
12,830 
11,744 
19,529 
14,811 
14.320J 
12,373 


o; 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OP 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Elvers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death 
&c,  take  place  constantly.— Editob  Fishing  Gazette.] 


No.  53. 

KINROSS-SHIRE  {continued). 
Lochs  of  Kinross-shire. 
Loch  Leven.— This  loch,  which  belongs  to  Sir 
G.  Graham  Montgomery,  Bart.,  has  within  the 
last  forty  years  acquired  great   celebrity  for 
troutmg,  and  it  is  much  frequented  by  anglers 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.    Previous  to  that 
period  it  was  long  famous  for  the  peculiar  delicacy 
m  the  colour  and  flavour  of  its  trout ;  but  to  the 
sportsman  it  afforded  no  attraction,  as  the  fishino- 
was  entirely  confined  to  netting— it  being  generally 
believed  that  the  trout  would  not  rise  to  the  fly. 
This  belief  was  not  without  good  foundation  for 
although  repeatedly  fished  by  deft  and  cunning 
hands,  it  never  yielded  a  take  sufficient  to  en- 
courage a  repetition  of  the  attempt,  until  about 
the  year  1856,  when  suddenly  there  dawned  a  new 
era  m  the  history  of  the  loch.    Angling  became 
remarkably  successful,  and  baskets  averaging 
from  201b.  to  301b.  were  easily  obtained.  The  loch 
became  at  once  a  favourite  resort  for  anglers 
lhe  number  of  boats,  which  previously  never 
exceeded  two,  was  increased  to  twelve  or  fourteen  • 
and  the  net  fishing,  although  still  continued,  was 
considerably  restricted.    The  number  of  boats  is 
now  about  twenty-two,  but  net  fishing  for  trout  is 
entirely  discontinued.    The  management  of  Loch 
.Leven,  long  in  the  hands  of  a  tacksman,  was  a  few 
years  ago  undertaken  by  a  limited  liability  com- 
pany called  "  The  Lochleven  Angling  Associa- 
consistmg  of  about  180  shareholders,  and 


tion, 

with  a  subscribed  capital  "of  U£300o!  The  share- 
holders are  all  keen  anglers,  and  the  directors  are 
men  of  considerable  position  and  influence,  the 
Association  having  been  formed  purely  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  sport  on  the  loch  The 
association  s  office  is  at  Kinross,  and  their  manager 
will  give  due  attention  to  all  orders  forwarded  to 
him.  Boats  for  angling  are  let  to  the  public  on 
the  same  terms  as  formerly.  When  Loch  Leven 
was  fashed  with  nets  only,  the  average  take  of  the 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  Loch  Leven 
trout  weigh  on  an  average  nearly  lib.  Big 
fellows  of  21b.,  31b.,  41b.,  and  51b.  are  not  un- 
common, and  one  of  101b.  was  got  some  years  ago. 
It  took  a  small  phantom  minnow.    There  are  no 
trout  in  Scotland  more  beautiful  in  form  or  better 
for  table  than  those  of  Loch  Leven,  while  their 
gameness  and  spirit  are  known  to  every  one  who 
has  fished  the  loch.    A  well-conditioned  trout  of 
about  -21b.  in  Loch  Leven,  on  fine  trout  tackle, 
makes  as  pretty  a  bit  of  sport  as  we  know  of,  and, 
unless  the  angler  be  very  wary,  the  chances  are 
against  his  landing  such  a  fish.    There  are,  as  we 
have  said,  about  twenty-two  boats  on  the  loch,  all 
of  them  large  and  comfortable,  and  each  has  two 
boatmen.  A  letter  should  be  sent  to  the  manager, 
Kinross,  securing  boats  before  going,  as  the 
demand  is  always  great.    The  charge  is  bigh- 
ts. 6d.  an  hour,  and  3s.  for  the  day  to  one  of  the 
two  boatmen,  the  company  paying  the  other. 
Loch  Leven,  besides  its  splendid  trout,  abounds 
with  perch  of  equally  good  quality  and  shape, 
while  pike,  we  regret  to  say,  are  not  uncommon. 
A  war  of  extermination  is,  of  course,  waged 
against  the  latter,  and  from  forty  to  fifty  pike, 
many  of  them  weighing  upwards  of  201b.,  were  got 
at  one  haul  of  the  net  when  netting  began.  Stake 
netting,  too,  for  pike  has  been  recently  introduced 
most  efficiently,  and  large  numbers  of  them  are 
captured  thereby.    Angling  for  pike  is  not  much 
practised.    Perch  fishers  are  charged  a  lower  rate 
than  trout  fishers— Is.  an  hour  for  a  boat  which 
may  contain  eight  or  nine  people,  all  of  whom,  if 
the  day  be  favourable,  may  get  good  sport  with 
worm.    Some  few  years  ago  a  pretty  numerous 
perch  angling  party  captured  from  one  boat,  in 
about  six  hours,  upwards  of  400  perch.  Loch 
Leven  flies  are  well  known  all  over  Scotland,  and 
may  be  procured  at  any  tackle  maker's.  They 
were  until  within  the  last  few  years  of  a  large 
size,  but  of  late  a  very  decided  preference  is  shown 
tor  small  flies,  and  the  most  successful  takes  are 
generally  obtained  with    these.      Red,  green, 
yellow,  and  orange  bodies,  with  jay  or  woodcock  ^ 
wings,  are  good,  as  are  also  hare's  lug,  and  some- 
times a  red  hackle.     "The  Hecham  Pecham " 
sometimes  does  wonders,  but  hardly  anything 
beats  a  small  red  body  with  woodcock  wing.  The 
most  suitable  flies  for  the  season  can  also  be  had 
in  the  manager's  office,  at  the  pier.    Unlike  most 
other  lochs,  this  one  fishes  best  with  an  east  ' 
wpd— failure  is  nearly  certain  in  a  south-west 
wind.    While  Loch  Leven  is  so  weU  known  for  its 
troutmg,  it  is  also  famous  for  its  historical 
associations,  which  lead  many  to  visit  it.    As  is 
well  known,  it  was  in  the  castle  on  one  of  the 
islands  m  the  loch  that  the  unfortunate  Queen 
Mary  was  confined,  and  from  which  she  effected 
her  romantic  escape.    The  other  island  on  the 
loch  is  much  larger,  and  is  called  St.  Serf,  from 
the  tact  that  St.  Servanus,  who  was  a  disciple  of 
bt .  Oolumba  emigrated  from  Iona,  and,  along 
with  some  other  Culdees,  established  a  cell  here, 
which,  on  account  of  its  sanctity,  was  afterwards 
tormed  into  a  small  monastery.   Altogether,  we 
should  say  that  few  places  in  Scotland  will  better 
repay  the  visit  of  the  trout  fisher  or  tourist  than 
Loch  Leven.    Of  late  years  the  numerous  fishing 
competitions  which  have  been  fixed  for  Loch 
Leven  during  the  season  have  certainly  not  in- 
creased the  amenity  of  the  loch.     Few  of  the 
competitions,  however,  take  up  all  the  boats,  but 
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anglers  would  do  well  to  note  that  on  these  days 
at  least  one  half  of  the  boats  are  previously 
engaged.  Rod  season  from  Feb.  5  to  Aug.  31. 
Fly  fishing  is  rarely  tried  before  April.  There 
are  good  hotels  in  Kinross,  not  far  from  the  loch. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Loch  Leven  Station;  loch  at 
hand. 

Rivers  of  Kinross-shire. 

The  G-airney  has  its  chief  source  in  Crook  of 
Devon  Moss,  and,  after  a  course  of  six  or  seven 
miles,  it  falls  into  Loch  Leven.  It  is  not  open  to 
the  public,  but  it  is  little  worth.  The  trout  are 
very  small,  and  it  is  chiefly  useful  as  affording 
spawning  ground  for  the  trout  from  Loch  Leven, 
which  go  up  in  great  numbers  for  that  purpose. 
There  are  various  points  of  interest  at  hand,  in- 
cluding Dowhill  Castle  (in  ruins),  Cleish  Castle, 
Aldie  Castle,  &c.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Loch  Leven 
or  Blairadam  ;  thence  walk  a  mile  or  two. 

The  Gelly,  a  small  tributary  of  the  South 
Queich.    Not  worth  fishing. 

The  Queich  (North)  rises  about  five  or  six 
miles  from  Dunning,  on  the  Milnathort  road,  and, 
after  a  run  of  some  ten  or  eleven  miles,  it  falls 
into  Loch  Leven.  It  is  one  of  the  chief  spawning 
places  in  connection  with  that  loch,  but  as  a 
trouting  stream  it  is  little  worth.  The  trout  are 
very  small — nine  or  ten  to  a  lb. — but  they  are  the 
reverse  of  shy,  and  good  baskets  of  them  may 
sometimes  be  made.  After  rain,  in  July  or 
August,  they  are  in  good  condition.  The  Golland 
Linn,  about  four  miles  from  Loch  Leven,  prevents 
the  trout  from  getting  farther  up  the  stream,  but 
in  the  burns  above  some  fair  sport  may  be  had 
among  small  yellow  trout.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Kinross ;  thence  a  few  miles. 

The  Queich'  (South)  rises  in  the  Ochil  Hills, 
and,  after  a  run  of  about  ten  miles,  falls  into  Loch 
Leven.  "With  the  exception  of  a  small  portion  in 
Glen  Queich,  it  is  not  worth  fishing.  Route : 
Same  as  North  Queich. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE. 

This  county  possesses  numerous  lochs,  many  of 
tbem  yielding  capital  sport,  while  the  same  may 
be  said  of  its  streams.  Its  shooting  is  also  fairly 
good,  and  its  scenery  in  many  places  extremely 
beautiful.    Its  angling  waters  are  as  follow. 

Lochs  of  Kirkcudbrightshire. 

Loch  Arron. — A  little  loch  in  the  parish  of 
Minnigaff,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  each  way. 
A  small  stream  connects  it  with  Lochs  Nel- 
dricken,  Valley,  and  Trool.  It  belongs  to  the 
Earl  of  Galloway.  Other  particulars  relative  to 
Loch  Enoch  apply  to  this  loch.  Route :  See  Loch 
Enoch. 

Loch  Arthur,  or  Lotus  Loch.  —  See  Loch 
Lotus. 

Loch  Auchenreoch  is  in  the  north  of  the 
parish  of  Urr,  and  is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter 
by  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  The  Crocketford  Burn 
falls  into  it,  and  the  Lochpark  Burn  flows  out  of 
it.  There  is  a  commodious  boathouse  and  two 
boats  on  the  loch.  The  latter  can  be  had  for 
pleasure-sailing  or  fishing  for  a  moderate  charge. 
The  loch  contains  trout  (which  are  large,  scarce, 
and  shy)  and  perch  and  pike — the  latter  up  to 
301b.,  trout  41b.  to  61b.  The  sport  is  often 
excellent,  and  sometimes  poor.  Best  months  : 
June,  July,  August,  and  September.  Hotel 
accommodation  at  Crocketford,  witbin  a  quarter 
of  a  mile.  Route:  By  rail  to  Dumfries;  thence 
hire  nine  miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

["These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
I        by  reuJing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  lucal 
angling  associations,  &c.J 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Fearuan  is  a  nicely  situated  village  on  the 
north  shore  of  Loch  Tay.  There  is  a  pier,  at 
which  the  steamer  on  Loch  Tay  stops  more  than 
once  daily,  so  that  it  is  easily  accessible.  The 
scenery  is  very  beautiful.  Visitors  can  fish  Loch 
Tay  for  trout  only. 

Glen  Farg  is  a  very  pretty  glen  about  four 
miles  south  of  Perth,  and  it  is  a  station  of  the 
■  North  British  Railway.    The  Farg  can  be  con-, 
veniently  fished  from  here. 

Kenmore  is  at  the  foot  of  Loch  Tay,  near 
where  the  river  Tay  flows  out  of  it.   It  is  sur- 


rounded by  scenery  of  great  beauty,  and  is  a  most 
picturesque  spot.  At  the  end  of  the  village  is  the 
main  entrance  gate  to  Taymouth  Castle,  close  to 
which  is  a  very  pretty  building,  containing  a  read- 
ing-room, &c,  for  the  village,  built  and  endowed 
by  the  present  Marchioness  of  Breadalbane.  The 
river,  from  the  Bridge  of  Kenmore,  is  lovely  in 
the  extreme.  The  Breadalbane  Hotel  affords 
accommodation,  and  visitors  can  fish  Loch  Tay 
and  part  of  the  Lyon. 

Killin  is  a  very  beautiful  highland  village  at 
the  head  of  Loch  Tay,  and  amid  very  lovely 
suri'oundings.  It  is  a  station  on  the  Caledonian 
Railway,  and  can  also  be  reached  by  rail  to  Aber- 
feldy,  thence  by  coach  to  Kenmore  and  by  steamer 
up  Loch  Tay.  The  Killin  Hotel  is  an  excellent 
one,  and  nicely  situated.  Visitors  can  fish  Loch 
Tay  and  also  a  part  of  the  Dochart. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  LATE  WIMBLEDON  TOURNA- 
MENT. 


Herewith  copy  of  balance-sheet  of  the  Tour- 
nament at  Wimbledon  in  May,  1896.  Although  it 
has  been  delayed,  I  think  that  general  satisfac- 
tion will  be  expressed  concerning  its  appearance. 

I  have  to  announce  that  Mr.  J.  Tayler  (the 
first  hon.  sec.)  has  authorised  me  to  state  that 
although  he  does  not  abandon  the  position  he 
originally  took  up,  he  withdraws  any  further 
claim  on  the  funds. 

We  are,  therefore,  now  at  liberty  to  distribute 


Medals  at  thh  Tournament. 


the  available  funds  as  arranged  at  the  final  com- 
mittee meeting  : 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association  . 
Lea  Preservation  Society 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
Trent  Preservation  Society,  J 


U, 
£4. 
LI. 
f  I . 

;ty,  Nottingham  £4. 
The  small  balance  of  £2  0a.  9d.  was  handed  to 
the  chairman,  with  instructions,  to  purchase  some 
little  memento  and  present  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker 
(hon.  treasurer)  and  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin  (hon. 
se,c.),  the  two  gentlemen  who  have  assisted  in 
winding-up  the  affair  with  satisfaction  to  all. 

The  mementoes  will  be  presented  upon  the 
occasion  of  a  supper  at  I  e  Olde  Coffee  Pot 


£ 
59 


Tavern,  Warwick-lane  (Host  Tom  Keeble),  on 
Friday  evening,  March  26,  1897.  Friends  are 
invited.  Tickets  at  the  Coffee  Pot,  or  of  the 
committee. 

BALANCE-SHEET. 
Dr.  Receipts. 
To  Prizes  in  kind  (as  per  contra) 

„  Donations    .,. 

„  Advertisements   

„   Competitors'  Entrance  Fees   14  13  0 

„  Tent  Exhibits   5    5  0 

„  Admission  Tickets   9    2  0 

„   Gate  Money    14    o  6 

.,   Sale  of  Programmes    4    5  <* 

„   Sale  of  two  Rods  left  over    4    0  0 


d. 

6 

73  1  0 
24  0  0 
14  13 

5  5 


£207  13  0 


Cr.  Expenditure. 
By  Prizes  in  kind  (as  per  contra) 

„  Money  Prizes   

„  Pur-chase  of  Prizes  and  Medals   . . . 

„  Miscellaneous  Expenses  

„  Preparation  of  Ground,  &c.   

„  Printing   

„  Honorarium  to  Mr.  J.  Tayler 

„  Police  Band  Fee   

„  Police  on  Ground   

„  Balance  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer 


£ 
59 
17 
10 
32 
19 
2r> 
10 
8 

22 


s.  d. 

3  6 

0  0 

13  9 

8  6 

17  9 

18  9 
10  0 

o  0 

o  (» 

II  9 


£207  13  0 

I  have  compared  the  above  statement  with  the 
books  and  vouchers  in  the  possession  of  the 
secretary,  and  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

Alex.  Wright,  A.S.A.A. 
2,  Gresham-buildings,  E.C., 
Jan.  13,  1896. 


List  of  successful  competitors,  and  the  classes 
in  which  they  won : 


No. 

2 


Competition. 


13 
1C 

23 


Fly  Casting,  Tackle  Makers, 

2llft.  rod 
Fly   Casting,   All  Comers, 

1  I  ft.  rod 
Fly   Casting,    All  Comers, 

KU't.  rod 
Fly    Casting,    All  Comers, 

20ft.  rod 
Spinning  Bait,  Tackle  Makers, 
Spinning  from  Red,  Tackle 

Makers 
bight  Fl  at,  All  Comers 


Winner. 

J.  Enright 

J.  Enright 

.).  Enright 

J.  Enright 
J.  R.  Richardson 

(i.  W.  Hemens 
A.  Newham 


E.  F.  Goodwin,  Hon.  Sec. 


AUTUMN  JACK  FISHING. 


Although  the  finest  pike  are  almost  always 
taken  at  the  end  of  the  season  (February  and 
March  being  the  most  prolific  months),  the  fish 
are  at  that  time  of  the  year  sluggish  and  dull, 
and  the  play  they  then  make  can  bear  no  com- 
parison with  the  sharp  struggle  and  desperate 
fight  that  the  autumn  jack  makes  before  be 
finally  succumbs  to  the  gaff ;  and,  after  all,  the 
sport  is  the  thing,  not  the  avoirdupois  of  the  fish. 

Some  maintain  that  the  opportunity  to  take 
advantage  of  the  low  water  that  we  frequently 
find  in  the  rivers  at  the  end  of  the  summer  in 
September  and  October,  is  one  not  to  be  missed  ; 
but  for  our  own  part,  low  water,  with  its  conse- 
quent crowding  of  fish  into  the  holes,  and  the 
glut  of  decaying  weeds  and  fallen  leaves  in  the 
stream,  has  no  charms  for  us,  and  we  prefer  to 
wait  until  the  first  floods  of  autumn,  following 
the  clear  frosty  nights,  have  freshened  the  water, 
livened  the  fish,  and  cleaned  the  stream  of  its 
garbage. 

This  3 ear  the  floods  have  come  in  all  then- 
abundance,  and  the  low-water  men  have  been 
foiled  of  their  opportunity  ;  but  the  heart  of  the 
angler  who  spins  for  his  fish  rejoiced  as  ho 
watched  the  driving  rain  beating  upon  his 
window,  and  be  cheerfully  polished  his  spoons 
and  baits,  for  he  knew  it  could  not  always  rain, 
and  that  the  day  would  come  when,  in  the  glad 
sunshine  of  the  morning,  the  golden  leaves  of  the 
trees  rustling  in  the  keen  air  of  autumn  would 
call  him  forth  to  the  water's  edge,  to  share  with 
them  the  last  lingering  traces  of  the  summer 
before  the  cold  grey  winter  should  banish  them 
for  ever. 
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It  was  on  mich  a  morning  as  this  that  we 
sprang  up  from  breakfast,  and,  sweeping  the 
dry  parchments  of  learning  from  our  writing 
table,  we  spread  out  thereon  the  tackle  so  long 
unused,  and  prepared  for  an  onslaught  on  the 
pike.  Stepping  through  the  garden,  a  light 
breeze,  fragrant  with  autumn  moisture,  met  us 
sharply,  making  us  glad  that  we  had  put  on  our 
warmest  clothes,  though  its  freshness  seemed  to 
impart  life  and  vigour. 

We  soon  reach  the  mill  where  we  intend  to 
commence  operations,  and  find  the  keeper's  son 
has  already  got  the  boat  out,  and  has  stored  away 
in  it  a  fine  canful  of  lively  baits,  which  he  has 
caught  in  a  neighbouring  pond  and  left  for  the 
occasion. 

The  water  has  fined  down  nicely  after  the 
floods,  and  is  now  well  within  its  banks,  while  the 
yellow  gleam  of  the  fallen  leaves  of  the  orchard, 
in  striking  contrast  to  the  dark  green  of  the 
bulrushes  fringing  the  river,  makes  a  pleasant 
enough  picture,  in  the  background  of  which  lie 
the  black  ruins  of  the  ancient  dam,  through  which 
the    stream    now  flows  like  a  silver  streak. 
Pushing  off,  we  are  soon  in  the  middle  of  the  mill- 
pond,  where  we  make  our  first  cast.    The  bait,  a 
medium  sized  "  Comet,"  is  attached  to  a  stout 
twisted  gut  trace ;  but  we  have  no  leads  on  it, 
for  experience  has  taught  us  that  a  light  bait 
requiring  leads  to  sink  it  is  best  thrown  in  the 
fire  at  the  beginning,  before  time  or  trouble  has 
been  wasted  over  it.    The  one  we  have  fastened 
to  our  trace  is  sufficiently  heavy  to  keep  below 
the  surface  of  itself,  and,  of  course,  no  spinning 
bait  should  be  deep,  for  the  eyes  of  the  pike  look 
upward,  not  down,  for  their  prey.    With  a  sweep- 
ing cast  from  the  hip  the  glittering  bait  flies  out, 
away  almost  to  the  bank,  and,  with  a  whipping 
motion  of  the  rod,  and  the  left  hand  gathering  in 
line,  we  spin  it  back  to  the  side  of  the  boat.  A 
gleam  of  gold  flashes  for  one  moment  as  we  lift 
it  from  the  water,  and  all  is  still.    A  small  jack 
has  followed  the  bait,  but  has  not  ventured  to 
seize  it  with  his  mouth.    A  second  throw  neatly 
places  the  bait  beyond  a  little  tuft  of  rushes,  and 
we  are  very  careful  as  we  work  it  past  this  spot, 
for  the  water  is  not  deep  just  there,  and  it  is  a 
likely  haunt  of  a  good  fish.    A  sharp  tug  at  the 
line  tells  us  that  our  estimate  is  correct,  and, 
striking  quickly,  we  are  into  our  first  fish,  which 
now  makes  at  once  for  the  bottom  of  the  pool, 
but  is  soon  brought  to  the  top  of  the  water.  His 
wicked,  eyes  at  once  take  in  the  whole  situation, 
and,  with  a  fierce  flap  of  his  tail,  he  rushes  off, 
now  fully  alive  to  the  danger  that  threatens  him ; 
but  the  effort  is  short  lived,  and  he  is  ignomini- 
ously  lifted  into  the  boat  with  the  landing  net, 
for  he  is  but  a  31b.  fish,  and,  as  we  intend  to  put 
him  back,  we  do  not  use  the  gaff. 

Nothing  else  stirs  in  the  pool,  though  we  move 
the  boat  several  times,  and  spin  over  all  the  water 
very  carefully,  and  we  decide  to  go  further  afield. 
Just  above  the  famous  roach  swim  lies  a  deep, 
dark  hole  at  a  bend-  of  the  stream,  the  opposite 
side  being  shallow  close  into  the  bank,  and 
sloping  gently  down  to  the  deep  water.  Here 
there  ought  to  be  a  good  fish,  if  anywhere,  for 
pike  love  to  be  near  the  shallows,  where  the  little 
fish  abound,  and  we  decide  to  make  another  effort. 
Nothing  moves  in  the  deep  water,  but  as  we  spin 
the  bait  past  the  corner  of  the  bend  where  the 
shallow  water  reveals  a  bed  of  half  dead  weeds,  a 
vicious  tug  at  the  line  and  the  violent  bending  of 
the  rod  warns  us  that  a  big  fish  has  taken  the 
bait,  and  we  strike  strongly.    The  line  whizzes 
through  the  rings,  the  rod  bends  double,  and  the 
thrill  that  runs  through  it  speaks  of  the  weight  of 
the  plunging  fish  below.  There  is  no  ignominious 
hauling  to  be  done  this  time  j  this  is  not  the  kind 
of  fish  that  one  trifles  with  in  that  way  unless  one 
is  anxious  to  break  up  one's  tackle,  and  the  fisher- 
man is  wise  who  directs  his  energies  to  keeping 
his  quarry  clear  of  the  roots  and  weeds,  and  waits 
patiently  till  his  strength  begins  to  fail  him  before 
he  makes  any  effort  to  reel  him  ia.    Soon,  how- 
ever, the  pike  shows  himself  on  the  top  of  the 
water,  slashing  the  water  with  his  great  tail,  and 
looking  so  fiercely  with  gleaming  eyes  that  one  is 
instinctively  relieved  when  he  sinks  again  out  of 
sight.    This  time  he  dives  underneath  the  boat, 
and  we  have  all  our  work  cut  out  to  keep  a  tight 
line,  and  yet  not  get  fouled  on  the  old  craft,  which 
past  experience  has  taught  us  often  has  nails 
sticking  out  in  awkward  places.    However,  this 
difficulty  is  overcome  with  care,  and  when  he 


shows  himself  again  we  keep  a  lighter  strain  on 
him,  and  the  keeper's  lad,  striking  the  gaff  into 
his  flank,  hoists  a  beautiful  10-pounder  into  the 
boat  with  much  gusto.  A  noble  fish  he  looks, 
with  his  wicked  eyes  and  massive  jaws,  while  the 
green  and  gold  of  his  sides  shines  like  buttercups 
in  a  pasture,  save  in  one  little  place  where  a  thin 
streak  of  red  shows  where  the  gaff  has  done  its 
cruel  work. 

We  took  two  more  small  fish  on  the  way  up 
stream,  and  then  mooring  the  boat  beneath 
spreading  ash,  whose  drooping  branches  touched 
the  water,  ate   our  lunch,  and  discussed  our 
chances  for  the  afternoon.    The  sun  had  hidden 
behind  a  bank  of  clouds,  and  the  light  was  con- 
siderably less  bright;  besides,  our  arms  ached  a 
little  from  the  unaccustomed  exercise  of  wielding 
the  heavy  rod,   so,  all  things  considered,  we 
thought  it  best  to  take  a  rest,  and,  paddling  back 
by  easy  stages,  to  try  a  float  and  live  bait  tackle. 
Selecting  a  good  sized  roach  from  the  can,  we 
soon  armed  him  with  the  Jardine  snap,  and  sent 
him  forth  upon  his  errand.    The  lively  little  fish 
made  the  float  bob  vigorously  over  the  water  as 
we  steered  him  into  the  likeliest  corners  and 
haunts ;  and  all  went  well  for  him  till  the  sharp- 
eyed  lad  saw  two  little  fish  skip  from  the  water 
near  the  bank  under  the  shadow  of  an  old  ivy- 
covered  oak,  thus  clearly  betraying  their  enemy's 
presence.    Anxiously  we  watched  our  float  as  it 
made  its  way  to  the  fatal  spot ;  then  the  little  bait 
came  hurrying  to  the  surface,  and  a  pair  of  huge 
jaws  snapping  on  it,  left  nothing  but  a  few  silver 
scales  floating  over  the  spot  to  denote  the  tragedy 
enacted  before  our  eyes.    The  music  of  the  reel, 
however,  recalled  us  to  our  senses,  and  soon 
another  goodly  fish  lay  in  the  boat. 

We  are  not  squeamish  as  a  general  thing,  but 
somehow  we  feel  a  certain  satisfaction  in  avenging 
the  little  roach  that  had  served  us  so  well ;  and 
though  we  felt  that  there  was  little  hope  of  taking 
another  fish  by  spinning  the  artificial  bait  at  that 
late  horn-  of  the  day,  we  did  not  put  another  roach 
on  the  hook,  and  contented  ourselves  with  an 
occasional  cast  as  the  keeper's  lad  rowed  us 
slowly  homeward.  T.  S.  Sheldrake. 


The  Complimentary  Dinner  to  Alderman 
A.  Ntjthall,  J.P .— We  regret  that  in  the  hurry 
of  getting  to  press  last  week  some  corrections  we 
made  in  the  reporter's  account  of  the  dinner  were 
not  attended  to.  For  instance,  we,  of  course, 
knocked  out  the  word  "  eloquent,"  as  applied  to 
the  chairman's  speech.  Mr.  Brougham's  remarks 
should  have  been  made  to  refer  to  netting  beloiv 
Isleworth.  The  names  of  the  following  gentlemen 
who  were  present  were  accidentally  omitted,  viz., 
J .  A.  Allen,  Mr.  Blarney,  jun.,  A.  R.  Matthews, 
H.  Wilson,  J.  Rexworthy. 


tench,  51b.  Soz.,  Mr.  A.  Zerfass.  There  were  also  taken* 
in  the  year  a  large  number  of  specimen  fish,  including  a 
cod  of  131b.  by  Mr.  T.  Gibson,  a  mackerel  of  21b.  3oz.  by 
Mr.  A.  Zerfass,  and  a  whiting  of  21b.  7oz.  by  Mr.  G.  H. 
Young.  It  was  resolved  that  the  above  cupB  and  medals 
be  awarded,  as  reported.  An  ordinary  meeting  was  after-- 
wards  held,  when  two  new  members  were  elected.  Books 
of  the  new  rules,  list  of  members,  programme  of  enter- 
tainments and  fishing  excursions,  will  shortly  be  ready, 
and  can  be  obtained  of  the  secretary — J.  Tayler, 
(i!),  Hazelville-road,  Hornsey  Rise,  N. 


SERAPIS  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
One  of  those  pleasant  functions  which  pertain  among 
disciples  of  Izaak  Walton  took  place  last  Wednesday  night 
at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Stoke  Newington.  N.,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  above-mentioned  society.    This  event  was 
the  "house  warming  supper,"  to  celebrate  their  removal 
to  premises  more  centrally  convenient  and  commodious. 
About  fifty  members  and  friends  met  together,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  the  society's  presi- 
dent, who  was  supported  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Ridgway  (president 
of  the  Eagle  Anglers,  Tottenham),  and  Mr.  Charles 
Tilbury  (hon.  sec.  of  the  Serapis  Anglers).   All  present 
testified  to  how  thoroughly  they  had  enjoyed  themselves, 
and  the  excellent  repast  provided  by  their  host  and  hostess 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  Sinfield.    The  vice-chair  was  ably  filled 
by  Mr.  John  Edwards.    Immediately  after  supper  the 
chairman  proposed  "  The  Health  of  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,"  which  was  loyally  and  heartily  drank,  in  con- 
junction with  the  healths  of  T.R.H.  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales,  and  other  members  of  the  royal  family, 
followed  by  the  National  Anthem.     The  other  toasts 
were  those  of  "The  Serapis  Angliug  Society,"  "The 
Visitors,"    "The    Chairman,"   "Vice-chairman,"  and 
The  Host  and  Hostess."    Among  the  visitors  were  the 
following  gentlemen :  Messrs.  E.  W.  Ridgway,  W.  Soar, 
F.  Mortimer,  B.  G.  Fabian,  W.  Evans,  H.  A.  Bertioli, 
H.   Nutter,  E.  Simona,  F.   Jardine,  J.  Jardine,  R. 
Roberts ;  and  everyone  present  regretted  the  unavoid- 
able absence  of  "  Dragnet,"  from  whom  a  telegram 
was   received  as  the  "  roast  and  boiled "  was  being 
served.    A  tureen  of  "  Mullagatawny  soup"  was  kept  hot 
for  him,  but  he  did  not  "turn  up."    Excellent  songs 
were  sung  by  Messrs   E.  W.  Ridgway,  F.  Mortimer,  W. 
Evans,  F.  Jardine,  J.  Tilbury,  G.  Hine,  &c,  skilfully 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Groves.    The  superb  collection  of 
specimen  fish  in  the  society's  club-room  are,  for  teauty 
and  large  size,  probably  unparalleled  in  the  metropolis,  or 
in  Eng'and,  and  were  much  admired.       Esox  Lucius. 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  0f  this  society  took  place 
last  Tuesday  evening,  at  the  Mason's  Hall  Tavern 
Coleman-street,  E.C.,  with  George  Chambers,  Esq.,  J.P.' 
a  vice-president,  in  the  chair.  The  balance-sheet,  as 
audited,  was  placed  before  the  meeting,  and  was  received 
and  unanimously  adopted.  It  showed  a  cash  balance  in 
hand  of  £17  4s.  8d.,  and  no  liabilities  outstanding,- while, 
taking  into  account  other  assets,  the  total  worth  of  the 
society  amounted  to  £248  9s.  5d.  The  president,  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  George  Hamilton,  was  re-elected, 
as  also  were  the  four  vice-presidents  :  Major  the  Hon' 
E.  R.  Bourke,  Sir  Edward  Birkbeck,"  Bart.,  Sir 
W.  J.  Richmond  Cotton,  and  George  Chambers,  Esq. 

Tw°  scrutineers  were  then  appointed,  and  a 
ballot  took  placa  for  the  nine  elective  members  of  the 
committee,  when  the  following  were  elected:  Messrs 
J.  Allen,  C.  P.  Bentley,  E.  Clements,  J.  P.  Conellan, 
M  Davies,  C.  E.  Fosbrooke,  W.  Marshall,  Robert  Snare 
and  A.  Zerfass.  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  was  re-elected  hon 
treasurer;  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman,  hon.  librarian  ;  Mr.  J.  B 
Close,  hon.  curator;  and  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  secretary.  These 
tour,  with  the  nine  elective  members  form  the  general 
committee  for  the  ensuing  year.  An  entertainment  com- 
mittee of  eight  were  then  elected,  and  delegates 
to  the  Anglers  Association  and  Central  Association. 
Votes  ot  thanks  were  given  to  all  the  past  officers  The 
hon.  curator  reported  that  the  cups  and  medals  had  been 
won  by  the  following  members  :  The  challenge  cup  by  Mr. 

Chambers,  with  six  specimens  and  five  varieties— 
pike,  161b.  2oz.  and  81b.  4oz. ;  dace,  lOfcoz. ;  trout 
lib.  lOoz. ;  rudd,  lib.  12oz. ;  roach,  lib.  lOJoz.  The 
challenge  trophy,  four  specimens,  three  varieties  bv 
a  °,runto">  M.D.— pike,  101b.  lOoz.  j  trout,  81b.  2oz 
and  Zlb.  13oz.  ;  and  grayling,  31b.  2oz.  The  medals  were 
«on  oy_;V,r-  Brunton>  trout,  31b.  2oz.;  pike,  181b.  5oz., 
lle?,;  Perch>  2Ib-  8oz  .  Mr-  Maynard;  roach 
lib.  lOioz.,  Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers;  dace,  llioz.,  Mr.  J 
Powles-West;  rudd,  lib.  12oz.,  Mr;  E.  J.  Chambers- 
grayling,  31b,  2oz.,  Dr.  Brunton ;  carp,  61b.,  Dr.  Patterson 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 
GENERAL  PRESERVATION  FUND. 

I  have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  following  amounts 
eceived  since  my  previous  list:  Izaak  Walton  A.S.,  Is.  ; 
Battersea  Friendly  A. S.,  10s.  Od.  ;  Bermondsey  Bros.A.  S., 
13s.  ;  Royal  George  A.S.,  5s.  ;  Pelican  A.S.,  2s.  Od. 
Clubs  who  intend  subscribing  should  remit  to  me  before 
Friday,  Feb.  12,  date  fixed  for  closing  this  year's  collection. 

0,  Priter-road,  S.E.  W.  J.  Wade. 


STOCKING  THE  CUILFAIL  HOTEL 
WATERS  WITH  YEARLING  RAINBOW 
TROUT. 

On  Saturday,  Jan.  23rd,  Mr.  Macfadyen  received  from 
the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Garstang,  Lancashire  several 
hundred  yearling  rainbow  trout,  in  splendid  health  and 
condition,  the  weather  being  all  that  could  be  wished  for 
putting  down  the  young  strangers  in  their  new  home. 
With  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Blair  of  Melfort's  keeper, 
Shepherd,  and  Robert,  the  ghillie,  the  trout  were  safely 
distributed  in  the  different  lochs  connected  with  the  hotel. 
This  is  the  fifteenth  year  Mr  Macfadyen  has  annually 
stocked  the  lochs  with  trout,  which  has  greatly  improved 
the  fishing.  The  rainbow  trout  for  gameness  on  a  rod 
can  scarcely  be  beat,  one  of  a  Jib.  weight  is  said  to  give  as 
much  play  as  a  brown  trout  weighing  lib.  As  a  table  fish 
they  cannot  be  excelled.  J.  Macfadyen. 


ABBEY  MILLS  SICK  BENEFIT  SOCIETY.. 

(W.  Bartleet  and  Sons.) 

The  annual  meeting  was  hold  in  the  new  .wing  of  the 
Abbey  Mills  on  Thursday,  the  21st  inst.  Mr.  II .  S.  Bart- 
leet.  president,  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last 
annual  meeting  wore  read  and  confirmed.  The  balance- 
sheet  of  the  sick  benefit  society  and  benevolent  fund  were 
read  and  passed. 

Mr.  Harold  Baitleet  in  his  opening  remarks  congratu- 
lated the  society  on  the  very  satisfactory  state  of  their 
finances.  He  was  pleased  that  the  firm's  business  had 
been  good  during  the  past  year,  and  that  all  the  employes 
had  earned  good  wages,  and  the  prospects  for  tho  present 
year  were  hopeful.  In  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  comparatively  small  contributions  amc.uiitid  to  so  large 
a  total,  he  advised  the  employees  generally  to  put  by  a 
small  sum  weekly  into  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank, 
which  would  be  useful  as  timo  went  by.  Mr.  Edgar 
Bartleet,  vice-president,  cordially  endorsed  his  brother's 
remarks,  and  hoped  that  next  year  the  club  would  be  in  an 
equally  flourishing  condition.  The  division  of  surplus 
funds  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  a  new  departure,  which 
the  firm  had  been  very  pleased  to  sanction,  on  the  under- 
standing that  a  reserve  fund  of  .£60  was  always  kept  in 
hand.  He  hoped  eventually  a  superannuation  fund  would 
be  able  to  be  formed,  although,  of  qpurse,  this  would 
require  very  careful  consideration.     There  were  those 
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amongst  tbem  who  had  worked  for  the  firm  from  their 
childhood  until  they  had  grown  grey  headed  in  their 
service,  some  of  them  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and 
such  a  fund  would  be  of  great  value.  After  the  usual 
business  of  the  sick  club  had  been  transacted,  the  various 
sums  were  voted  from  the  benevolent  fund  to  the  follow- 
ing institutions :  Smallwood  Hospital,  £8  8s.  ;  Nursing 
Funds,  £4 4s. ;  Blackwell  Sanitorium,  £2  2s.  ;  Birmingham 
Eje  Hospital,  £\  Is.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
terminated  the  meeting. 


WINTER  FISHING. 


It  very  often  happens  that  we  are  favoured  with  a  fiue 
winter,  or,  at  any  rate,  many  days  which  could  be  spent  in 
fishing.  I  am  often  askel  where  winter  fishing  can  be 
obtained.  The  only  place  that  we  have  near  here  is  the 
Ley  of  Slapton  or  Torcross;  the  latter  is  a  lake  of  some 
forty  acres  in  extent,  and  well  stocked  with  pike,  perch, 
roach,  and  rudd .  It  is  about  seven  miles  from  Kingsbridge, 
which  is  a  terminus  of  the  line  from  Brent  (G.  W.  R.),  and 
a  four-horse  coach  meets  certain  trains,  which  will  put  you 
down  at  the  Torcross  Hotel ;  which,  by-the-bye,  is  aperfect 
home  from  home  ;  and  the  Ley  is  close  by.  The  Hotel  is 
built  on  the  beach  facing  the  sea,  and  should  it  be  fiae 
some  good  sport  may  be  had  in  salt  water  fishing.  There 
is  a  long  stretch  of  beach  of  about  seven  or  eight  miles. 
Slapton  Ley  contains  a  variety  of  fish,  but  as  they  preserve 
the  wildfowl,  the  place  is  so  overun  with  weeds  that  it  is 
difficult  to  spin. 

I  have  often  thought  that  there  are  many  places  where 
these  artificial  lakes  could  be  made  ;  all  you  want  is  a  small 
stream  of  water  and  some  low  lying  land,  which  is  no  good 
for  anything  else.  Throw  a  rough  embankment  across  to 
keep  back  the  water,  and  stock  it  with  fish  that  can  be 
easily  obtained,  and  in  a  year  or  two  it  will  be  ready  for 
fishing  in,  and  by  the  sale  of  tickets  would  pay  good 
interest  for  the  money  invested,  it  would  also  induce 
builders  to  erect  houses  and  hotels,  for  wherever  sport  is 
to  be  obtained  there  people  frequent. 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder  (B.SA.S.). 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

%ST  River  Reporters  ivho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Danstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  water 
appears  to  be  in  good  condition  for  jack,  perch,  and  chub, 
but  the  temperature  for  the  anglers  and  the  fish  is  not  at 
all  favourable.  If  the  weather  would  get  somewhat 
warmer,  it  w^uld  tempt  the  anglers  to  get  on  the  war- 
path, and  they  would  find  the  fish  ready  for  them.  I  had 
a  letter  from  mv  good  friend ,  Mr.  Wheeley ,  on  Monday  last, 
in  which  he  says:  "I  tried  the  jack  on  Saturday  last 
without  any  success.  I  was  not  surprised  at  this,  for  the 
snow  was  over  my  knees  in  places,  and  the  wind  was 
intensely  keen.  The  river  is  very  clear  again,  but  the 
stream  is  heavy,  part  of  the  weir  tackle  being  up.  The 
water  looks  excellent  for  chub,  heavy  tackle  being 
requisite.  Whether  they  will  feed  after  the  snow  remains 
to  be  proved;  pith  will  be  the  best  bait."  There  are 
very  few  reports  to  give  this  week,  and  no  one  will 
expect  otherwise.  I  went  to  the  Barnes  reservoir  on 
Monday  morning  last,  and  although  the  water  was 
free  from  ice  on  Saturday  night,  I  found  on  my 
arrival  there  it  had  a  covering  of  about  one  inch 
thick,  and  no  prospect  of  being  netted.  There  were 
Pearce  with  his  nets  and  two  peter  boats,  and  the 
Alexandra  steam  launch,  kindly  lent  by  the  Conservators, 
and  the  courteous  engineer  had  erected  platforms  down  to 
the  water,  which  was  reduce  I  to  a  depth  of  little  over 
four  feet.  Some  of  the  directors  were  there,  and  after 
consultation  it  was  agreed  to  postpone  the  netting  until 
Monday  next,  on  the  off  chance  of  it  being  right  then 
especially  as  a  thaw  had  then  set  in  ;  but  the  frost  has  still 
continued,  with  little  prospect  for  Monday  next,  the 
committee,  at  their  meeting  on  Tuesday,  are  making 
extensive  arrangements  for  the  netting  so  as  to  benefit  the 
upper  waters  above  Walton,  and  I  am  trying  to  get 
another  steam  launch  and  four  extra  peter  boats,  as  the 
tide  will  suit  for  conveying  some  of  the  fish  at  mid-day. 
Those  who  have  got  tickets  for  last  Monday  can  me  them 
another  time,  but  I  cannot  guarantee  the  reservoir  being 
ready  on  Monday  next.  They  mus1,  exercise  their  own 
judgment.   The  netting  will  be  done  if  possible— B. 

 (Datchet)— The  water  is  in  splendid  condition  tor 

all-round  fishing,  and  the  jack  and  chub  are  feeding  well. 
One  day,  with  Mr.  Bach,  four  jack,  largest  (Mb. ;  one  day, 
with  Mr.  Coates,  two  jack,  fifteen  chub,  largest  chub  31b. ; 
another  day,  with  Mr.  Newbury,  one  brace  of  chub  and 
a  few  roach,  largest  chub  3Jlb. ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Woods,  four  "brace  of  chub,  largest  2  Jib.— J .  Km:  s  K . 

  (Henley).— The  water  in  this  district  is  in  grol 

condition,  and  from  Tuesday  last  we  have  had  splendid 
weather.  Should  the  same* continue  there  ought  to  be 
some  grod  takes  of  pike,  ptrch,  roach,  and  chub.  On  the 
23rd  and  24th,  Mr.  Meyers,  with  James,  three  pike,  /  JIB., 
611b.,  and  41b. ;  alto  three  dozen  perch.  Mr.  Shepherd, 
two  pike  and  some  perch,  best  fis"h  71b.  ;  Mr.  Mead  a  brace 
weighing  AJlb.  and  51b.;  Mr.  Hooper  some  good  perch; 
Mr.  Meyers  (a  local  angler)  and  friends,  d  nice  bag  con- 
taining 301b.  roich;  Mr.  H.  Itiggs,  with  James,  two  p'ke, 
711b.  and  2Ub.,  on  the  2(ith.  G.  Vaughan  has  again^takcn 
a  nice  pike  of  121b.  Mr.  Harvey,  out  chubbing  tor  two  or 
three  hours  on  23rd,  took  eight  fish,  largest  41b.  lliere 


are  some  fine  chub  in  this  part  of  the  Thames,  which  are 
well  worth  trying  for. — J.  W.  Read. 

Thames  (Hampton  Court). — W.  Milbourne  writes : 
"  Mr.  Ive,  on  Thursday  last,  fishing  with  John  Smith, 
caught  four  jack  weighing  altogether  171b.,  the  largest 
one  being  71b.  The  water  was  getting  in  good  order  for 
fishing,  but  the  deep  snow  we  had  I  am  afraid  will  spoil  it 
again  for  some  time.  The  bank  anglers  in  the  early  part 
of  the  week  were  taking  some  good  roach  and  a  few 
perch."  Douglas  also  reports  the  bank  anglers  have  been 
catching  some  jack  and  some  good  roach. — B. 

  ( Marlow). — So  far  the  snow,  not  having  melted, 

does  not  seem  to  have  harmed  the  river,  which  is  a  lovely 
colour  and  lower.  This  morning  seems  a  perfect  fishing 
day,  so  shall  have  a  try  for  roach  and  jack  in  a  certain 
little  nook  I  know  of,  which  generally  yields  a  fish  or  two 
when  they  are  "  on  "  at  all.— C.  L.  Mathews. 

  (Pangbourne  and  District). — The  water  in 

this  district  is  a  good  colour,  but  is  partly  frozen  over  in 
some  places.  There  have  not  been  any  anglers  out  this 
week,  on  account  of  the  snow  we  had  last  week,  and 
should  a  thaw  set  iu  angling  will  be  at  a  standstill  once 
more,  as  there  is  a  lot  of  snow  on  the  hills  all  round. 
Time  of  writing,  wind  N.W.  ;  fine,  but  cold. — G.  H.  S. 

  (Staines).— Charles  Hone  says:    ''Mr.  T.  W. 

Gomm,  fishing  with  me,  has  been  getting  some  jack  and 
perch,  the  largest  perch  ljlb.  The  water  is  iu  good  order 
for  chub,  perch,  and  jack.  One  of  my  otter  traps  was 
down  last  night.    Trade  is  bad." — B. 

  (Twickenham). — The    only    report  from  the 

tidal  waters  is  that  of  John  Spong  getting  one  day  two 
jack.  Mr.  Day,  with  J.  Frost,  one  brace  of  jack  weighing 
71b.,  and  five  brace  of  perch.  The  water  is  now  all  right. 
— B. 

  (Windsor  District). — Very  seasonable  weather 

prevailing  throughout  the  Thames  valley,  the  saowclad 
country,  as  seen  from  the  heights  of  Windsor  Castle,  being 
extremely  fairy-like,  and  when  such  a  brilliant  sun  is 
shining  as  favoured  us  on  the  26th  inst.  the  scene  is  most 
enchanting.  Anglers  are  very  few  and  very  far  between. 
Last  Thursday  I  saw  one  out,  on  my  way  to  a  favourite 
perch  hole,  which,  by  the  way,  was  tenanted  by  jack 
instead  of  perch,  as  immediately  I  introduced  a  couple  of 
chubby  minnows  on  a  fine  gut  two  hook  paternoster,  his 
pikeship's  knock,  without  the  worry,  soon  let  me  know  he 
was  there.  After  a  busy  hour,  during  which  my  line  kept 
freezing  in  the  rings,  I  landed  six  jack  and  but  one  perch. 
The  jack  were  miserable  specimens,  the  largest  only  about 
31b.  If  they  could  be  given  a  respite  for  three  years  what 
sport  we  should  get.  Water  has  now  some  colour  in  it, 
doubtless  snow  broth,  but  if  frost  continues  it  will  soon 
brighten,  when  chub,  perch,  and  jack  should  be  had ;  but 
well  vaseline  your  line  and  carry  a  little  box  with  you,  or 
you  may  regret  it  when  running  a  good  fish.  A  well 
shaped,  good  conditioned  trout,  of  about  71b.,  was  caught 
spinning  in  the  Windsor  Weir  stream,  22nd  inst.,  by 
Wright,  the  waterman.  It  was  returned  in  the  presence 
of  the  Windsor  lock  keeper  and  a  gentleman. — B.  R. 
Bambeidge. 

Ancholme  District. — Waters  are  now  coated  thickly 
with  ice,  and  the  prospects  for  skaters  are  brighter  than 
for  anglers— Thomas  Foed,  Caistor. 

Aran  (Pulborough).  —  Anglers  wisely  gave  Pul- 
borough  a  rest  on  Jan.  24,  or  they  would  have  found  a 
deep  snow,  plenty  of  ice,  and  a  strong  N.E.  wind.  A 
steady  thaw  on  Monday  last  has  caused  most  of  the  snow 
to  disappear,  and,  given  fine  weather,  the  Aruu  will  be  in 
order  by  31st  inst.,  as  it  is  fast  righting  itself.— W.  G. 

HOLLMAN.  .  • 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— J  n  order  to  improve 
the  fishing  of  the  river,  1000  yearling  trout  will  shortly  be 
placed  in  those  parts  of  the  stream  where  fish  are  not 
plentiful.  This  matter  has  been  considered  for  some  tnno 
by  the  Fishery  Board;  the  Dart  Fishing  Association  now 
guaranteeing  the  cost  of  the  re-stocking.  The  experi- 
mental hauls,  to  test  the  condition  of  the  fish  in  order  to 
see  if  the  fishing  sexson  can  be  commenced  a  month 
earlier  than  at  present,  will  be  made  in  the  Weir  Pool 
early  in  February.  The  number  of  rod  licences  issue  1  last 
season  were  as  follows  ;  Trout— season,  297  ;  monthly,  132  ; 
weekly  154  •  tctal,  583,  against  557  in  1895.  Salmon- 
season,  92;  weekly,  21;  total,  113,  against  110.  The 
total  receipts  from  licences  were  £431  L6s.  <>d.  The 
qnestioi  of  watching  the  river  has  excited  considerable 
discussion,  it  being  alleged  that  the  moorland  waters  are 
not  .sufficiently  looked  after.  CI 200  has  been  spent  ca 
weirs  to  allow  the  fish  to  get  to  the  upper  reaches  to 
spawn  but  that  proper  protection  is  not  afforded  them 
whilst  spawning,  as  it  is  said  that  a  deal  of  poaching  goes 
on  above  Buckfastleigh.  It  his  now  been  decided  to  ap- 
point an  extra  watcher.— Dk\  unman. 

Devonshire  Streams.  — '1  he  cold  weather  has 
stopped  sport  to  a  certain  extent,  although  pike  fishing  has 
not  been  much  retarded,  the  rivers  having  kept  open.  The 
fish  however,  have  net  been  very  large,  l'erch  have  baen 
taking  a  little,  but  verv  few  gudgeon  and  dace  nve  been 
captured.    Next  week  fishing  will  open  on  sjveral  rivers.— 

Dkvunian.  ,        ,.  -T, 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  annual  met  ting  ot  the  conserva- 
tors was  hold  r  □  Saturday  afternoon,  at  the  Talbot  Hotel, 
Whitby.  Col.  Kiehardson,  J.P.,  presided.  Mr.  W 
Brown  the  clerk  to  the  board,  presented  his  annual 
report  as  to  the  dead  fish  taken  by  the  water  bailiff  from 
the  river  during  1H90.  The  numbers  wore :  Salmon, 
males,  104,  weighing  9921b.  ;  females,  26  weighing  2181b. 
Salmon  trout,  males,  14,  weighing  /31b.;  females, 
10  weighing  481b,  Bull  trout,  male*,  2,  weighing 
■91b  Total  weight,  llcwt.  far.  191b.  Tins  was  rather 
below  the  average  of  the  last  five  years,  but  was 
greatly  in  excess  of  the  previous  yearj.  1  ho  accounts 
for  the  year  were  then  passed,  and  it  was  mentioned  tha . 
the  balance  was  a,  large  M  it  had  ever  been  winch  ttl« 
■chairman  pointed  out  might  partly  be  due  to  the  hot  that 


there  had  been  so  few  repairs  to  do  this  yeir.  Col. 
Richardson,  J. P.,  was  then  unanimously  re-elect  s  1  chair- 
man of  the  board,  and,  iu  returning  thanks,  said  he 
attended  the  last  meeting  of  the  North-Eastern  Sea 
Fisheries  Committee,  and  he  thought  that  when  the 
mussel  question  came  up  again  something  would  bi 
done.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  John  Robinson,  J. P.,  was  then 
re-elected  vice-chairman,  and  in  acknowledgment,  Mr. 
Robinson  said  hi  believed  what  they  had  done  during  the 
year  had  been  beneficial  and  profitable  all  round.  He 
thought  it  was  the  right  course  to  extend  tin  ground  as 
much  as  they  could,  so  as  to  have  plenty  of  sport  for 
anglers  in  the  river,  and  good  fishing  for  the  licensed 
salmon  fishers  at  sea.  (Hear,  hear.)  After  the  above 
meeting  a  committee  meeting  of  the  Esk  Fishery  Board 
was  held,  when  it  wa9  decided  to  purchase  1700  yearling 
trout  from  Sir  Chas.  Maitland's  hatchery,  Howietoun, 
which  would  be  turned  into  the  Esk,  at  Castleton,  Danby, 
and  Lealholm  during  February  should  the  weather  be 
favourable. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— A  real  touch  of  winter 
is  now  upon  us,  a  week  or  more  of  hard  frosts  having  to- 
day given  place  to  snow.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  hardy 
pike  fishers  taking  the  field  this  week,  and  now  any  fishers 
will  have  to  give  way  to  snow  broth  tor  a  day  or  two  at 
least.  Given  a  rapid  thaw,  river  should  tisti  by  about 
Monday  next.  Trout  fishing  commences  on  that  day  iu  all 
open  waters,  but  do  not  expect  many  rods  out  for  a  week 
or  two  yet. — Red  Spinner. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire). —Another, 
and  a  heavy,  fall  of  snow,  followed  by  frost,  has  again  put 
an  impediment  in  the  way  of  angling  in  the  Fen  district, 
and  skating  is  more  to  the  front  than  the  exploiting  of  the 
angle.  It  is  scarcely  likely  that  anything  worth  mention- 
ing will  now  be  possible  for  a  time,  as  the  snowfall  has 
been  so  heavy  that  even  if  the  frost  moves  off  the  water 
will  be  out  of  order.  An  experienced  angler  assures  me 
that  big  pike  this  year  have  been  at  a  premium  on  the 
leading  drains.  Such  as  the  Forty-foot,  for  instance,  has 
produced  nothing  worth  mention  for  a  long  time.  Other 
drains  have  been  about  as  bad. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Angling  is  at  an  end  for  a  time 
in  this  district,  save  perhaps  a  bit  of  grayling  fishing  in  the 
private  waters  in  the  upper  reaches.  There  was  a  return 
of  the  frost  and  snow  last  week,  and  nobody  seems  to  think  it 
worth  while  going  out.  Even  the  Trent  is  said  to  be  out 
of  order,  and  when  the  snow  moves  away  the  water  will  be 
affected,  as  the  snows  have  been  heavy  in  Derbyshire  and 
the  district  of  its  main  tributaries.  Practically  there  is 
nothing  in  the  way  of  sport  to  report. — L. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade).  —  Water  in  good  condition. 
Roach  and  chub  are  feeding  fairly  well.  At  time  of 
writing  another  fall  of  snow  seems  imminent:  wind, 
north,  varying  to  north-west;  bitterly  cold.  The  best 
fish  have  been  caught  with  bright  red  worms,  and  several 
nice  takes  have  come  under  my  notice,  particularly  some 
good  chub,  largest  41b.  14ez.  The  take  of  bream  (lately 
referred  to  in  Weekly  Dispatch,  t  wo  largest  scaling  101b. 
3oz.)  required  a  little  more  definition,  "  the  Ivel,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  Ousa,"  being  rather  vague.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  they  were  taken  not  far  from  Biggleswade  Mill  Pit. 
— Kingfisher. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  streams 
have  been  visited  by  some  very  sevore  weather  of  late,  but 
it  has  now  taken  up.  Snow  and  frosts  and  cold  winds  have 
been  had,  but  it  has  not  interfered  with  the  water,  which 
is  clear  and  in  good  order  for  anglers  to  get  out  ;  but.  very 
few  have  been  out  this  week,  and  sport  will  be  dull  until 
the  snow  disappears,  when  grayling  should  be  feeding  well. 
Gwvnne.  .  „„ 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).—  I  be  B 
rivers  are  now  in  fair  order  for  fink  and  draw,  worm  and 
maggot  fishing,  yet  the  weather  has  been  very  severe— 
blizzards,  with  snowstorms  and  strong  frosts.  Neverthe- 
less, a  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  made  decent  baskets, 
of  four  to  six  brace,  one  basket  of  four  and  a  half  brace 
weighing  7Jlb.  ;  grayling  in  splendid  condition.  Appear- 
ances  to-day  (Wednesday)  are  more  favourable,  and  wc  aid 
indicato  clear,  fine,  frosty  weather  in  the  near  future. 
Should  such  be  the  case,  good  sport  may  confidently  bo 
anticipated.— E.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Our  readei  Eai  1 
will  much  regret  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J,  W. 
Smith,  J.P.,  of  Oundlo,  Northants,  who  has  passed  away 
at  the  ripe  old  of  eighty-three  years.  He  was  the  oldest 
magistrate  in  the  county,  having  served  in  the  in Imimst ra- 
tion of  justice  for  sixty  years.  Deceased  was  an  ardent 
fisherman,  and  used  to  go  annually  to  Ireland  to  indulge 
in  his  favourite  pastime.  For  many  years  ho  kept  a  yacht, 
named  "  The  Scout."  No  doubt  lie  will  be  remembered 
by  nnny  wielders  of  the  rod  and  line.  Apropot  of  our 
reference  last  week  1 1  the  swarms  of  all  kindH  of  birds  on 
the  laaks  of  the  Nene,  on  Saturday,  near  Thrnpston,  a 
very  fine  specimen  of  the  herring  gull  (JirtriM  argentatm) 
was  shot  by  Mr.  John  Lsngton,  o(  ftushdfln.  It  me  is  i.ed 
5 ft  from  the  tip  of  one  wing  to  tho  other.  H.A.S 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— Whil  •  waiting  tor 
the  flight  of  wild  dinks  yesterday  evening  (fioth),  I  noticed 
several  fish  move  on  the  surface  of  the  river  below  South 
Bridge.    My  boatman  was  sure  they  were  peal,  in  ica 

trout  aie  Invariably  old  hero.  Thh  looki  hopeful  for 
the  coming  season  To-day  (27th)  the  river  is  lull 
of  snow  broth,  from  the  heavy   fall  of   Wit   night.  - 

"o'use  iHoljwell  Terry,  near  St.  Irt«).-jWater 

a  splendid  colour,  despite  the  ice,  and  plenty  of  open 
e'retehes.    Jaek  ought  to  be  taken  nowhere.    I  had  two 
nice  fish  Monday  paternoHtering.— A  S'  Aim. 
Severn,  Vjrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llnuymy- 

nech).    Angling  in  this    neighbour]  1    >'  pr.wiit 

pursued   uncjer  difficult in  QOnatqOen  I    the  very 

inclement  weather,  but  all  tlieso  rivers  continui  in  vu:y 
fair  condition,  and  some  porsoveiing  anglers,  who  arc  not 
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alriitd  of  Jr  at  and  id  w,  nave  lmd  capital  tpirt  in  the 
Hovurn  with  pike,  perch,  and  other  kinds  of  coat-as  fish  ; 
whilst  in  tho  Vyrnwy  and  lower  Tanat  grayling  are  still  in 
evidence,  although  iho  season  is  drawing  to  a  close,  but  in 
the  Tumi!  there  fish  are  allowed  to  ho  taken  all  the  year 
nund,  it  being  found  that  trout  will  not  flourish  with 
them  like  hares  and  rabbit*  (.11  land,  where  the  hare  has 
to  give  way  to  the  rabbit,  and  it  is  the  same  in  the  water, 
Where  tin'  trout  succumb  to  the  grayling-a  law  of  nature 
which,  like  those  of  the  Medoa  and  I'eraians,  cairn  jt  be 
altered.— \  yknwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Rivers 
are  now  111  tair  ordor,  but  in  many  districts  not  affected 
by  tido  are  icebound,  and  in  the  Hooded  area  skating  is 
in  full  awing.  Thcsj  who  have  braved  the  elements  have 
taken  a  low_good  bream  and  roach  from  the  Arun,  and 
pike  up  to  7.11b.  have  been  secured  by  live  snap  and 
spinning.  The  roach  taken  from  the  Ouse  are  in  grand 
condition,  but  do  not  run  so  largo  as  the  Arun  h*eh  ;  aome 
tew  havo  weighed  lHb.,  and  those  were  taken  below  Lewes. 
A  braeo  of  lib.  pike  wero  secured  from  the  reach  noar 
fetching,  and  a  heiivy  fish  lost  through  the  line  freezing 
to  the  rings.  Tho  canal  at  Chichester  is  in  excellent  order, 
it  is,  generally  speaking,  open  water,  except  in  the 
ll  unston  district,  but  t  he  ice  here  is  not  yet  fit  for  skating 
Iiko  up  to  <>lb.  havo  been  taken  from  the  basin  with 
live  gorge,  ami  many  fish  of  not  more  than  lib.  in  weight 
are  killed  which,  by  adopting  live  snap,  might  be  returned 
to  the  water.  The  Ballast  hilc  at  Portfield  is  thronged 
with  skaters  and  wildfowl  aro  giviDg  sport  in  Chichester 
Harbour.— Gkokiik  I''.  SALTER 

Teme  (Ludlow).-Tho  Teme  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  now  running  in  nice  level 
aud-in  order  tor  grayling  fishing.  The  weather  has  been 
very  severe  at  times,  with  snowstorms  during  the  day 
followed  by  severe  frosts  at  night;  but  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  sun  is  shining  brightly,  and  the  weather  in 
every  way  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  but  very  little 
fishing  has  been  done  of  late.  The  roach  and  dace  have 
been  taking  maggot,  and  grayling  should  move  at  the 
grasshopper;  but  very  little  fishing  will  be  had  until  the 
wea  her  changes,  when  sfort  should  be  good.  Pike  are 
feeding  at  live  bait.— S.  Ludlow 

Teme  (Tenbury)  -The  water  in  this  part  has  gone 
down,  and  is  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  is  in  |ood 
order  for  fishing  it  anglers  care  to  venture  out.  The 
.  weather  has  been  very  bal.  Snowstorm,,  followed  by 
s^reelf  r  /"I  ShtrP  fr°StS'  haVe  been  or^r,  and 
clears  up  again. — Worcester 

Torridge  (Torrington).-Trout  fishing  begins  in 

permittwr%?hnfi  T0'^7,  ?*V  h  father  and8  water 
permitting)     The  Torridge  is  well  stocked  with  salmon 

Ihey  have  bad  the  best  time  this  winter  to  get  to  their 
spawning  beds  I  ever  remember,  and  the  young  green 
backs  will  scon  be  coming  up,  but  we  are  rot  Towld to 
hsh  for  almon  u-ml  Apiil  1,  al- hough  generally  the  best 
then?o,  i?h  rSh  18  ?  Ma,'Ch  (water  Witting)?  Most  0 
the   aXmn  ,lctenMedf ^  tf"  "P  the  list  month  in 

Angler.  S      he  Maroh  fi^ing.-PfiACTicAL 

ofTE?  Wifb^0,  (MW  Lif"»l*)-Just  as  the  waters 
dition  tKh«rre  resurB1"S  their  normal  winter  con- 
■.  ,H  mm  ■  has,beeln  a  recurrence  of  the  stormy  weather 
and  little  is  to  be  hoped  for  this  week.  Just  Wore  the 
frost  set  m  there  were  a  few  fairly  good IreporU  from 
Tatterehall^  including  a  take  of  about  301b. ,  cWefly  roach 
1  TJ  t  H?T™ltie  Cana1'  aDd  a^ther  of  201b  Near 

isfoizsssfr..  lib- ;  and  f™  ^  £2. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
North-East   of   Scotland.— One  of  tha  a.  * 

having  now  been  arranged  tor     Mr  wly  Tater 

has  added  the  Common??  t his  'ectto ^    The  P^^' 

water  by  Mr  Smith it V.,i ,*b3J  t  ■  LZwer  B1ackhall 
GregorLs  taken  ft  I ,iveSufd ^J^^W-  Mr. 
managed  by  the  McGregors  of  Kalllt  '  Braemai' -  80  long 
management  in  May There  1  Sod  *.j Erf  W  °?  Us 
washed,  but  everything  copel^g  °eaSn!™ 

tTay\  Kenmore    (Perthshire    N  B 1 

tolbhLd°SWatSr  fot  Cr-  T°'- Stwo^on, 
Toms,  «  Mb     Mr   Ln?'  °De'  21st>  Mr-  « 

Toms  one%6  b  jffr  ^r6'  %  &  22nd>  Mr- 

John  Gee:,,  one,  25lb  Mr  vh^'r^  25th'  Mr" 
Plenty  of  .almon  'in  Loch  t!  tbi^  Sson  "  11  °™..20«b- 

-fifinE^  ^M^Men^s21,  *l  M™?<  «• 
boats  out  from  hotel  Jn£         '  T  21ib-  No 

fish  are  t  .king  very  well  fafefen  ^  *S  Wea  llL'r  cold  I 
by  the  B  idge  of  Lochiv  'b  "  f  ilm^n  have  beea  c  ^ 
«x  fine  fi  h8;  Mondal  .  nine ^  almon °  P*1  ™  '  Slt^ 
good  seasJu.-H.  Musev    Salmon-    EviT*  Prospect  of  a 

Pl2"nf  tff  ja^Vh.0^  ChaDge  ,haa  tok- 
not.v.    On  Fridav  a  v»r  ^«rder  since  last  week's 

Klay  a  very  suvere  snowstorm  occurred,  and 


additional  falls  of  snow  prevailed  on  Sunday  and  Monday, 
followed  by  intense  frost.  All  the  Border  rivers  were  ice- 
bound on  Tuesday.  Spawning  salmon  and  grilse 
have  been  driven  off  their  breeding  grounds  into  the 
deep pxds,  whero  they  are  congregated  in  immense  num- 
bers in  some  places.  The  river  Annan  was  icebound  for 
i's  entire  length  on  Tuesday,  with  ice  (tin.  in  thickness  in 
many  places.  Should  the  frost  c  ntinue  with  its  present 
severity,  it  is  anticipated  that  considerable  damage  will  be 
done  to  the  spawning  beds  when  the  ice  breaks  up.  Many 
j cars  ago  this  was  the  case,  when  huge  blocks  of  ice  tore 
up  the  beds,  and  did  great  damage  at  that  time.  So  far 
as  the  Annan  is  concerned,  not  a  single  diieasad  salmon  or 
s^a  trout  has  been  seen  in  the  river  this  winter 
Ukatherhell. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (CO.  Cork).— Salmon  and  trout  fishing  opens 
on  Feb.  16  on  this  river.  The  heavy  floods  litely  have 
very  well  stocked  the  river.  The  local  anglers  hope  to 
reip  a  better  harvest  than  they  did  last  seison,  and  alto- 
gether things  look  bright  for  the  opening  day. — W. 
JIayne.h  and  Son. 

Black-water  (co.  Cork).— J  tod  fishing  opans  on  this 
river  on  Feb.  1,  and  considering  the  number  of  floods  we 
have  had  lately  the  liver  should  be  well  stocked, 
especially  011  the  upper  reaches.  Anglers  are  looking 
forward  to  having  a  bettor  time  of  it  this  yeir  than  they 
had  last.  Trout  fishing  also  promises  giod.  Reports  are 
very  favourable  from  the  tributaries,  and  if  the  weather  is 
only  suitable,  large  baskets  are  sure  to  be  the  result.— 
W.  Hai  nhs  anii  Son. 

Boyne  (Drogheda).— Angling  opens  on  the  "  Boyne 
water  on  Feb.  12.  Some  springers  are  up,  but  110  doubt 
the  present  cold  snap  will  retard  them  from  running 
owing  to  the  ice  Hoes  and  snow  water  in  the  river  The 
fishers^  continue  the  agitation  against  the  new  bye-law 
curtailing  the  nets  used  in  the  tidal  waters  from  00yds  to 
/5yds. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeragh  and  Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co. 
iterry).— Ite  Cummeragh  is  now  in  very  good  anglin^ 
order,  and  good  sport  is  confidently  looked  forward  to 
during  the  spring  if  the  weather  be  at  all  favouiable 
Spring  salmon  are  coming  in  more  than  average  numbers 
but  tie  bulk  ot  those  fish  that  have  ariived  up  to  this 
have  pushed  up  to  the  upper  lakes.  The  upper  lakes  are 
no  v  in  their  normal  condition  for  this  time  of  the  year 
and  they  should  be  m  good  <  rder  for  the  opening  of  the 
angling  on  Feb.  1.— T.  J.  D. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— All  the  spawned  fish  have  now 
■feared  out  to  sea.  Spring  salmon  have  come  during  the 
last  tew  days,  but  in  very  limited  numbers.  The  anglW 
opens  0.1  Feb.  1,  but  nothing  beyond  brown  trout  fishing 
affords  any  sport  until  May  and  June,  when  the  salmon 
and  sea  trout  come  up  here  in  hundreds  — T  3  D 

lee  (co.  Cork).  This  river  opens,  both  for  nets  and 
rods,  on  Feb.  1.  The  water  is  at  present  in  fine  fishing 
order,  and  the  prospect  all  that  could  be  desired,  from  an 
angler  s  joint  of  view.  Great  numbers  of  salmon  have 
been  running  he  weirs  sine?  Christmas.  The  smaller  rivers 
are  reported  to  be  well  stocked  with  trout,  so  that  both 
trout  and_  salmon  anglers  may  look  forward  to  having  a 
good  opening  and  we  hope  to  be  able  to  send  a  long  list 
ot  fish  tor  next  issue.— W.  Haynes  and  Son 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry) -The 
lake  is  now  in  very  nice  angling  order,  and  will  in  all 
probabih  y  be  m  good  condition  for  angling,  which  opens 
on  tie  1st  proximo.  According  as  the  opening  day  draws 
m ar  the  prospects  are  getting  brighter.  Salmon  continue 
to  come  up  from  the  sea  in  big  numbers  for  this  time  of 

«al  ^^waters  are  *<>W  well  stocked 
with  them.    Several  English  gentlemen  are  coming  down 
tor  the  opening  of  the  angling,  and  if  sport  turns  out 
good  quite  a  large  number  of  angling  visitors  are  expected 
to  turn  up  during  February,  March,  and  April.  Troffine 
alone  is  practised  until  about  the  middle  cf  March  when 
&  commences;  but  this  latter  method  of  fishin" 
does  not  become  general  here  until  April  is  well  advanced 
Weatherat  time  ot  wntinar,  calm,  with  light  snow  — T  J  V) 
Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina,  co.  Mayo) - 
the  past  spawning  seas0n  was  a  ver    favou,abl(f  ' 
Ojing  to  the  high  water  no  poaching  could  be  done"  and  a 
great  number  of  fish  on  the  beds.    The  angling  for  salmon 
and  trout  opens  here  on  Feb  1.   I  have  already  seen  a  few 
Pa? TaSes.         n      brid»eand  th*  ^mon  wefrs  - 
Shannon   and   Lough   Dere    (Killalo«)  —T\,a 
new  season  will  open  here  on  Monday  nex"  FebTlS 
within  my  recollection  the  river  his  never  before  been 
such  perfect  fishing  form  so  early  in  the™    in  fact 
every  rod's  length  of  water  from  Bally  Valley  tc  Low  »r 

exSnt  o^.^^r^1  these  **>  now  in 

o    n  a  l        ;  'pnng  seisonis  looked  forward 

rather  earlv  and  on  £  S,U"10£  aad  eea  trout  "pawneJ 
bfen  veiv  f',;  ,f,M  ^J.^o'ethe  spawning  season  has 
West  Co  k  s„wry  ,throB1Bh  ,L'  "«»n8ive  district  of 
»»e,i  to  t.  [spring  salmon  have  been  cominir  ud  in  cw» 
good  numbers  for  this  time  of  the  year,  and  afi  tte^S 
rivers  are  n  >w  well  .tockeJ  with  tsh.-T  J  D 
Westmeath  Lakes.-May  Fly  fisher's  will  be  in 


Jingling  ^ttefures. 

January  31.   

Alma :  Match  at  Harefield. 
Amicable  Waltonians  :  Outing. 
Batfersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
Blackfriais:  Match  at  Datchet. 
Canning  Town  :  Prize  outing. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Outing  to  Windscr. 
Collingwood  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Earlsfield  t  Outing  to  Byfleet. 
Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 
Lea  Brothers :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
North-Fast  Brother*  :  Prize  outing. 
Phoenix  :  Prize  outing. 
St.  John's:  Outing. 

Sharp  Waltonians  :  Postponed  roving  match. 
Sundial  :  Outiig  to  Watford. 
United  Brothers:  Match  at  Kingston. 
Walham  Green  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
West  London :  Outing. 
West  Newington  :  MoLthly  competition. 
February  1. 
Camden :  Conceit. 
Central  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Colliugwcod:  Visit. 
Lincoln  :  Concert. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Heading  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen. 

West  Ham  Brothers :  Visit. 
February  2. 

Camden :  Vitit. 

Mildmay :  Supper. 
February  3. 

British  Sea  Anglers'  Society:  Monthly  meeting  and 
concert  at  Cannon-street  Hotel. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club :  Annual  dinner. 
February  4. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 
February  6. 

Park :  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  concert. 

Feb.  7.— 


9. 
11. 
14. 
14. 

15. 
16. 
17. 
18, 
18, 
21, 
21, 
21, 
22, 
28, 


-Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Anglers'  Pride  :  Match  at  Datchet. 
-Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
-Good  Intent:  Match. 
—Jubilee:  Match. 
-Kingston  Pucitorials  :  Outing  to  Addlestone. 
—Jolly  Butchers :  Visit. 
-Victoria  Brothers :  Visit. 
-Lea  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  smoking  concert. 
-Cobden  :  Visit. 
-B  rompton  :  C  omp  etition . 
-Lincoln  :  Match  at  Rickmans  worth. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers  1  Visit. 
-Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 
-Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Original  Alexandra :  Annual  supper. 
-Sundial :  Concert. 
-Alia  son  United  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Cobden  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
-Waggoners:  Outing. 
-Hoxton  Brothers :  Concert. 
-Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 


iRcptts  torn  €i\xU 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensureinsertwn)  must  reach  its  not  Inter  than  Thurs- 
ttay  Morning  Thursday  night's  clubs  ar  meetings  ha 
r  "I'^'y  Morning.  Address  "Editor,  Fishim' 

«,nrtll'ir  -  D%nstans  House  Fetter.lanc,  Londan," 
mat  ked    Cl  v  b  Re  port  ' '  outside  envelope. 

t;^p8rlerCAss-?,ciation--The  Renting  and  1'ioserva- 

»f  S  S? m  pltt,°.6  Wl11  mcefc  0,1  Uovd'y  uveni»S  next,  Feb  1, 

at  X.M). — R.  GhurneY. 

p,^,ngrlerrS',  Association.— General  Tuksmuvation 

An^lV,'    h    -  ?0wleTdge,wlth  t,iauks  U)3-  from  the  Dulston 

Angling  Society— R.  Giiirnki 

Anglers'    Benevolent   Society.— Since    my  last 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  ree'eipt  of 
it  5s.  from  the  donation  box  of  . tho  Dibdin  A.S.;  and 
K  pi',,!?"1  James  EPPS-  Ks'b>  iin""111  subscription.- 
Anglers' Association  (No.  [  Kastkkn  District). - 

Hamn1wt,  U""  a'V1  °^  th?  !lb0Ve  Wil1  bo  t0  the  West 
Ham  Brothers  A  S.,  Coach  and  Hcraes,  The  Grove, 
Mratford,  on  Monday  next,  Feb.  1.    This  will  be  the  first 

SSSr^aSS^fa?*'  1  h0P°  WC  8ha11  Lave  a  Kood 
,^Mf  -efS'  Association  (Wkstebs  District)  Visit- 
nS." rH¥" **r 9ur.  "fxt  return  visit  will  take  place  on 
Kensa,  ^  ',  1  <  "  •"  Cobden  A  S.,  Cobden  Club. 
Bta  ion  Mo^W°rl"T  °?  W?',k  tl0m  Wrstbourne  Park 
—J  Harris  aD        en  1  hcP°  ,0  880  a  8°od  muster. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society 
?he  relb  Ur'N'  Uxbrid«ef  «e*.  Hill  t"^ 

follows  P.n  TlT  ""Stakes  match  at  Sunbury  is  as 
Bladea  'fhlr?  Abrabams..  fi',flt;  A.Clarke,  second;  (i. 
uiaucs,  tjiird.    The  tpecies  of  fish  weiahed-in  wns  roaeb 

toalKo"1  gUdge("'\  W"  fi8h  a  swStXmtohS 
to  all  honorary  members  on  Feb.  21,  at  Windsor  •  frmn 

LcWa.UersBna1?  r°,  B?Vm°>-  ^  ;  mi'hl  a"d 
Members  wb  »  i  t  •  V*1''  two  lod^  allowed, 
to  t  All  ?l'g  0  fi°r  ^Cli  imU6t  ialel1  t''«'ir  own  l„e 
nait.    All  to  leave  London  together,  and   return  and 
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weigh-in  together.  Further  paiticulars  will  be  given 
next  Wednesday,  when  I  hope  every  member  will  be 
present. — Ben. 

Amicable  Excelsiors  Angling  Society,  Prmce 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  next  match  will 
take  place  at  Windsor  on  Feb.  7,  from  Eton  Bridge  to 
Surly  Hall,  including  the  .Cuckoo  ;  one  rod  only  to  be 
used,  and  jack  barred;  members  can  go  overnight.  Last 
Wednesday  was  quarterly  night,  when  all  books  should 
have  been  cleared  up.  I  hope  all  will  attend  on  Wednes- 
day next. — J.  E. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling-  Society, The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  Jan.  10,  Mr. 
Hutchingson  had  a  good  show  of  jack  ;  on  the  17th,  Mr. 
Merry  a  good  show  of  roach.  An  outing  has  been 
arranged  to  take  place  (weather  permitting)  on  Jan.  31 ; 
particulars  at  clubhouse. — G.  Merry. 

Batteraea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen'a-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Jan.  24  not 
many  fish  shown.  The  next  match  takes  place  on  Jan.  31, 
at  Eye  House  ;  members  to  go  from  Liverpool-street  by 
train  leaving  at  8.5  a.m.,  and  return  from  Eye  House  any 
train  after  (5  p.m.— Dodd. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  next  visit  on  the 
Central  Association  Visiting  List  will  be  pail  to  this 
society  on  Monday,  Feb.  15,  when  the  company  of  brother 
anglers  from  any  society  will  be  esteemed  a  favour. — Alf. 
Conn.  „ 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Eose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — Jan.  27  being 
audit  night  the  balance-sheet  was  read,  and  passed  as 
satisfactory.  The  quarterly  pegged-down  match  is  fixed 
for  Feb.  7,  to  take  place  at  Cookham,  when  we  fish  for 
three  prizes,  under  the  usual  condition.  —  T.  PATER- 
NOSTER. -  . 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  Jan.  24  the  undermentioned  weighed-in  fish  : 
Mr.  S.  Benney,  jack  ;  Mi .  C.  Evaus,  perch  ;  Mr.  Anderson, 
roach.  On  Feb.  2  all  members  must  attend  for  business 
of  great  importance.  Chair  taken  at  8.30  p.m.  ;  roll-call, 
10.30.— B.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town.— On  Monday  next  Mr.  Boxall's 
benefit,  when  I  hope  members  and  friends  will  attend.  On 
Tuesday  next  we  have  our  return  visit  on  the  C.  D.  V. 
List. — T.  Honour. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town.  E. — There  still 
remain  eight  prizes  to  be  fished  for  (pegged-down)  at  Hat- 
field Peverel,  weather  permitting.  I  hope  members  will 
go  out  for  them  on  the  31st  inst.  Members  should  not 
forget  visit  to  West  Ham  Brothers,  Monday  next,  Feb.  1. 
— O.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
—The  monthly  delegate  meeting  will  take  place  on  Mon- 
daynext.  Feb.  1,  at  8  30  p.m.,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hote', 
Maiden-lane_,  Covent  Garden.  Delegates  will  oblige  by 
being  in  their  places  early.  . 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Camden  A.S. , 
held  at  the  Victory,  Clarence-road,  Camden  Town,  on 
Tuesday  next,  Feb.  2.  They  are  one  of  our  best  visiting 
clubs,  and  deserve  a  good  meeting.— F.  Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Jan.  24th  we  had  a 
blank.  On  Tuesday  next  a  special  meet  respecting 
concert  re  Mr.  Sherring,  at  8.30  sharp  ;  also  committee 
meeting  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  3. — E.  F.  M. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-street,  S.E.— We  fish  our  monthly  outing  at 
Amberley  on  Jan.  31 ;  tow-path  only ;  from  Houghton 
Bridge  to  Timberley  Bridge.  8.15  train  from  Loudon 
Bridge  Station,  when  we  hope  to  see  all  members  present. 
 ^  Ash. 

Crown    and    Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.  —  On 
Jan.  24  Mr.  W.  Long  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  Several 
of  our  members  went  to  Harlow  with  the  intention  of 
fishing,  but  found  the  water  frozen  over.  The  prizes  not 
being  won,  will  be  competed  for  by  the  eligible  members 
on  Jan.  31.— G.  H.  Fran-klin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston.— On  Jan.  24  only  two  membars  out. 
Eesult,  blank.  On  Tuesday  it  wa3  decided  that  the  com- 
petition should  take  place  in  the  Lea;  from  Ware  Bridge 
to  Hertford  Lock  ;  members  to  travel  by  the  eight  o  dock 
and  9.10  from  Hackney  Downs.  It  was  also  arranged 
that  we  pay  a  complimentary  visit  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers  on  Feb.  16.  All  members  tliat  intend  going 
will  kindly  communicate  with  me  not  later  than  Tuesday, 
Feb.  2.— S.  Malby.  tt  ,  _ 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W.— An  outing  will  take  place  on  Jan.  31, 
at  Bjfleet  Park  Bridge  to'Wisley  Bridge  ;  all  fish  to  weigh. 
—A.  TracjuaiR.  . 

Pirm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Ocrge, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Our  members  turned 
out  on  Jan.  24,  despite  the  inclement  weather,  but  un- 
fortunately returned  with  blanks.  Members  please  note 
Collingwood  on  Monday,  to  visit  at  their  new  rendezvous, 
Brunswiek  Arms,  Stamford-street.— Alf  Conn. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— We  had  a  blank  last  week, 
the  first  this  season.  Members  fish  for  prizes  at  bt. 
Margaret's  on  Feb.  7 ;  all  start  by  9  o'clock  train  Our 
annual  supper  takes  place  on  Feb.  16.  Mr.  J  Williams, 
chairman  ;  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  vie?.  I  hope  all  members 
will  attend  next  Tuesday,  as  there  is  a  question  ot  great 
importance  coming  on. — R.  Murphy.  ' 

Grange  Angling  Society,  Iho  Bar!  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E.— The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 


the  26th  inst.,  the  president,  Mr.  J.  Hamilton,  occupying 
the  chair.  The  delegates  gave  their  report  of  the  meeting 
of  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  Mr.  George  Gibbons 
reported  a  visit  to  the  Anchor  and  Hope  on  same  evening. 
The  T.A.P.S.  box  was  passed  round  the  room,  and  about 
2s.  collected.  As  a  mark  of  respect  to  our  esteemed 
friend,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  of  the  Central  Association  and 
Anchor  and  Hope,  he  was  unanimously  elected  a  life 
honorary  member  of  the  Grange.— W.  E. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
182,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal  Green-road.— Mr.  H.  D.  Costa 
had  a  fine  show  of  perch,  and  Mr.  C.  Smith,  roach  and 
dace.  Will  members  kindly  attend  club  meeting,  and 
oblige  ?— C.  Smith. 

Highbury  £  ngling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Notwithstanding  the  in- 
clement weather,  we  have  had  some  capital  takes  of  risb 
exhibited  on  our  trays  :  Mr.  G.  West,  81b.  15oz.  roach  and 
perch  from  the  Thames,  including  a  specimen  roach  of 
lib.  lljoz.;  Mr.  J.  G.  Webb,  perch,  51b.  3oz  .  heaviest 
fish  a  splendid  specimen  of  31b.,  also  from  the  Thames; 
and  Mr.  W.  D.  Hall,  two  roach,  lib.  loz.  and  lib.  re- 
spectively. At  our  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday  last,  it 
was  unanimously  decided  that,  together  with  our  con- 
tribution of  £5,  the  following  resolution  be  forwarded  to 
the  Biver  Ee-stooking  and  Preservation  Committee  : 
"  That  the  members  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society  are 
strongly  in  favour  of  any  scheme  which  will  render  a 
reasonable  annual  subscription  to  the  preservation  fund 
from  every  London  angling  club  compulsory.  They  also 
hope  that  no  mistaken  champion  of  the  'pcor'  angler 
wifi  oppose  this  desirable  arrangement  on  the  ground  that 
anglers  who  pay  for  and  use  a  privilege  ticket  cannot 
possibly  afford  even  another  Is.  a  year."— T.  A-  Shaw." 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E.  —  On  the  24th 
Messrs.  J.  Huntley  weighed-in  jack  ;  S.  Gillett,  chub  ;  W. 
Bishop,  perch.  Messrs.  Harris  and  Huntley  are  the 
winners  of  the  January  monthlies.  On  Jan.  31  we  fa-h 
for  special  prizes  in  the  Stoit,  from  Harlow  Bridge  to 
Sawbridgeworth  Bridge ;  alight  at  Harlow  start  and 
count  fish  at  Springham's  (absentees  note)  Our  concert 
on  Monday  was  a  great  success,  the  chair  being  taken  by 
the  "  Good  Shepherd,"  faced  by  Mr.  George  Armstrong. 
The  following  artists  contributed  to  the  programme : 
Messrs.  Jaggard,  F.  Newton,  W.  Musgrave,  F.  Tborlmg,  J. 
Johnson,  John  Leer,  W.  Midson,  S.  Cole,  Embrey  ,  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  Miss  Ash,  &c.  The  next  concert  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  22  ;  chairman,  Mr.  G.  Armstrong,  faced  by 
Mr.  Daws.  The  A.B.S.  box  came  in  for  good  support- 
Insurance  Piscatorial  Society.  — The  usual 
monthly  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  3,  at 
our  new  headquarters,  The  Barley  Mow,  50  Long-lane, 
Smith6eld,  E.C.  (two  minutes' walk  from  Farnngdon- 
street  Station),  at  6  p.m.,  to  be  followed  by  a  steak 
supper,  open  to  members  only.  I  shall  be  glad  if  those 
who  iutend  to  be  present  will  kindly  advise  me  without 
delay  in  order  that  I  may  make  the  necessary  arrange- 
ments— Fred  C.  H.  Seyfang 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  Members  on  the  24th  re- 
turned blank.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  as  usual  (Mr. 
Wilks  in  the  chair),  when  the  mmutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  read  and  confirmed— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaah  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.—  1  he  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  Jan.  24.  None  were 
taken.  They  will  be  competed  for  again  on  Feb .11, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing 
waters;  private  waters  barred.  The  three  special  prizes 
given  to  bo  fished  for  on  Jan.  27  were  not  taken.  They 
will  be  competed  for  again  on  Feb.  10  on  the  Lea 
between  Carthagena  Weir  and  Eatty's  Weir.  A  serial 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evenmg  next,  Feb.  3, 
to  discuss  a  matter  of  great  importance.  All  members 
that  can  possibly  attend  please  do  so.— H .  a. 

Jolly  Butchers*  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.L.-We  hold  our 
first  visit  on  the  S.LA.A.  Visiting  List  on  Feb.  8  I 
hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday  next  for 
important  business.  Our  members  had  little  success  on 
the  24th. — G.  Edwards.  ...  . 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  bwakc- 
lev  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Hush,  W.-Just  a  reminder  to 
members  that  Jan.  81  is  the  date  for  competition  (roving). 

""Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street,  PentonviUe.-On  Jan.  17  Messrs  Moore  and 
Haytread  hud  some  nice  roach  1  must  request .me  libera 
in  arrears  to  tun.  up  and  make  themselves  eligible  to 
outine  on  Feb.  14.  The  usual  concert  will  take  place  cm 
Ccfay  next.  Chairman,  Mr.  F.  Wathn*.  8 ha  I  be 
pleased  to  see  any  friends  on  this  occasion.- W.  Wati.im.. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen  square,  and  iff,  St.  John's-lane  Liverpool.- 
Thc  snow  blizzard  has  put  an  end  to  all  angling  operation 
hereabouts,  and  skates  are  all  the  go  At  our  last 
quarterly  meeting  Mr.  James  1'ennington,  an  old  and 
valuable  member,  was  elected  vice-chairman.  Wo  have 
not  vet  decided  about  our  eighteenth  annual  dinner,  but 
shall  do  so  at  our  next  meeting  I  »W  a  very  heavy 
frozen  salmon  on  the  alab  of  a  hah  dealer  in  St.  John  I 
Market  a  few  days  ago— R.  Wooi.fai.l. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association. 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutet.on-row.-Members  wh , 
bavetickota  for  the  annual  dinner,  which  la  to  take  pi  ice 
at  the  Eagle  Hotel,  Houghton-street,  on  Feb.  4,  are 
repeated  to  note  that  tickets  not  rcturnol  to  the 
Surer,  Mr.  E.  Spencer,  Court  House  Hotel,  Commuta- 
t£"row'  on  or  before  Feb.  3,  will  have  to  be  paid  for.  - 
James  Reynolds'. 


Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.— We  hid  a  tan- 
attendance  on  Tuesday  last,  and  final  arrangements  tor 
our  dinner  and  concert  cn  Tuesday  next  were  made.  I 
hope  every  member  will  endeavour  te  attend  and  make 
the  dinner  a  success.    The  chair  will  be  taken  by  oar 


worthy  president  at  eight  o'clock  sharp— H.  Stockpale. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  raver n, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holboru.— On  the  25th  Mr.  R.  Knox  was 
elected  a  working  member.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed 
to  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Eoyal  George,  and  Seymour 
for  supporting  our  old  member,  Mr.  Harnock,  on  the 
18th.  I  hope  all  members  will  show  up  on  Feb.  1  for 
special  business.— A.  Toplis. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  lhe  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Cauiberwell  Grove.— On  Thursday  last 
(Jan.  21)  this  large  and  nourishing  club  held  at  their  ne.v 
headquarters,  the  Grove  House  Tavern,  The  Grove, 
Camber  well,  the  first  club  supper.  Mr.  W.  F.  Gummett 
(the  treisurer)  presided,  the  vice-chair  being  occupied  by 
Mr.  J.  Crisp.  About  fifty  members  and  honorary  members 
sat  down  to  a  most  substantial  repast,  among  those  being 
present  were  Messrs.  F.  Salter,  Newberry,  J.,  F.,  and  11. 
Gill  G.  Elliott,  R.  Mudd,  WiUiams,  E.  Shonheld,  A.  E. 
Matthews,  and  A.  E.  Baldwin  (hon.  860.).  On  the  cloth 
being  removed,  the  health  of  the  chairman  was  drank  with 
great  acclamation,  after  which  a  very  first-class  vocal  and 
instrumental  concert,  under  the  direction  of  the  hon. 
secretary,  was  given.  The  Chaudos  Glee  Singers  opened 
the  concert,  and  acquitted  themselves  admirably.  Mr. 
Harry  Clifford's  songs  met  with  most  enthusiastic  applause, 
while  Messrs.  Abbott,  Shaughnasscy,  Shontield,  Tucker, 
and  Walsh,  by  their  singing;  contributed  a  great  deal  to 
the  eDjoyment  of  the  evening.  The  instrumental  portion 
was  done  great  credit  to  by  Messrs.  Newton  and  Iran- 
staedher.  W.  J .  Judge  was  an  efficient  pi  aiiat.  A  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  an  enjoyable  evening. 
J.  J.  Holding.  . 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— <  Iwing  to  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather  our  members  did  not  vonture 
out  on  the  24th  for  the  five  prizes  left  from  our  last 
outing.  They  are  still  open  for  the  31st.  Members  can 
go  where  they  choose,  but  start  on  morning  only.— A. 
Lewis.  _  ,     •"  ,  ,    _  ,  , 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  the 
24th,  but  only  one  was  successful,  Mr.  Eeitz,  nice  show 
of  perch  On  Feb.  6  we  hold  a  grand  smoking  concert  m 
aid  of  the  A.B.S.-W.  S.  , 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancrae- 
road  N.W.— On  Jan.  81,  three  half-guineas  are  to  be 
fished  for  (donors,  Messrs.  Scoble,  King,  and  Jainieson) ; 
all  to  fish  where  you  like,  and  can  use  two  rods.— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
etreet,  Edgware-road— On  the  21th  inst.  the  following 
weighed-in:  Brett,  roach;  Harding,  chub.  —  (jEo. 
ICe  K  TV  e 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  Jan.  21  a  lew  "t  oni 
members  were  out,  but  failed  to  get  any  hah.  We  were 
fairly  attended  last  meeting  night ,  and  had  the  pleasure  ot 
making  Mr.  Holden  a  working  member.  We  should 
certainly  like  to  see  a  few  more  members  on  meeting 
nights—  Eeporter.  *  , 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— Members  will  no  doubt 
be  pleased  to  hear  that  the  late  Mr.  Kelly  a  case  ot 
"Jubilee"  carp  are  now  back  in  their  old  plaoe  in  the 
club-room.  Hoping  to  see  a  better  attendance  next 
Tuesday.— Pelican.  T  •  * 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
—The  next  visit  on  this  Hat  will  be  paid  t  o  the  Collingwood 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Brunswick  Arms,  Stamterd- 
street,  Blackfriars  (please  note  new  address),  on  Monday, 
Feb  1.  This  being  t  he  first  visit  this  society  has  received 
since  its  election  on  the  list,  and  especially  as  they  have 
attended  every  visit  since,  1  sincerely  trust  the  other 
societies  will  return  the  compliment,  and  give  them  a 
bumper.— Alf.  Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  lhe  Hough  and 
Harrow  King-street,  Hammersmith.— A  special  meeting 
is  called' for  Tuesday  next  on  important  business  Our 
social  concert  will  take  place  at  above  address,  on  *  eb.  KJ, 
for  members  and  friends.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  elect- 
ing Mr.  H.  .1.  11.  Bull  as  a  member.— J.  S.  Smith. 

United  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Druid  a  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford—  On  Jan.  21  Mr.  G.  Marsh  weighed, 
in  pike,  perch,  and  chub.  Members  will  hah  a  pegged- 
down  match  on  Jan.  31  at  Kingston.  A  special  meeting 
will  take  place  to-day,  Saturday,  the  30th,  for  important 
buaineaa.  The  membera  have  voted  a  guinoa  to  the 
T  A.P.S.— H.  Tyler.  ,.  ... 

Wairfroners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. -On  Jan.  21  Mr.  All  in  weighed-iu  a  JBOk. 
We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  26th,  Mr  A.  Pain  in  the 
chair.  The  next  match  takes  place  on  1-eb.  21  j  full  par- 
ticulars next  week.  Members  who  are  in  arrears  must 
bring  themselves  within  limit*,  ao  aa  to  bo  eligible  to 

'  ' Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fu|ham-road,  Chelaea,  S.W.— On  Wedneadny 
la-t  there  was  a  good  attendance.     /'<•  our  oiitiii.<  U> 

Harlow  on  Jan.  81,  it  lias  been  postponed  to  Wm.  M| 
same  conditions.  Mr.  Skegga  waa  nominated  a  member. 
Mr.  (.'.  Kills  reported  a  rinl  to  the  Independent  Btotnan 

on  .Ian  18.— F.  B.  HaTDON. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Hoy,  We  I 
Green-road,  Tottenham. -The  tir-t  supper  in  our  now 
-lUiirtera  was  hold  on  Jan.  21,  when  sixty  sat  down,  and  a 
moat  enjoyable  evening  wae  spent.  The  chairman  gave 
•'Prosperity  to  the  West  Green  A.S,"  the  tccretary 
responding.    It  is  nio-t  gratifying  to  liud  we  are  over 
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oighty  strong,  Mid  some  good  takeH  of  fish  recorded  '• 
Heat  pike,  lDJlb.,  Mr.  Anderson  ;  best  basket  of  perch, 
Mr.  Heaves,  171)).;  best  take  of  roach,  Mr.  E.  llavnes; 
best  bream,  331b.,  Mr.  0.  Haynes,  Ottt  of  a  take  of 
184'Ib. ;  Mr.  Salmon's  best  pike,  121b. ;  vico-pri'sider.t  A. 
Hird's  take  of  three  pike,  li\\h.,  71b.,  and  51b.  re- 
spectively.— J.  A  Griffin. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling'  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  K.— 1  hope  membera 
will  not  forget  Monday  night  next  (Feb.  1)  our  visit,  at 
8  p. in.  sharp,  and  1  hope  the  secretary  in  No.  1  Eastern 
List  will  not  forget  our  return  visit  on  that  night.  Hoping 
to  have  a  good  attendance  — H.  Lowtiier. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Keut-road,  S.K.— Our  monthly  com- 
petition takes  place  on  the  31st  inst.  Members  in  arrears 
kindly  make  themselves  eligible  to  take  part  in  same. — 

G.  F.  MONTGOMERY. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-nmd,  Plumstead.  — On  Jan.  21  we 
hold  our  supper.  A  jovial  company  sat  down,  and  a  very 
good  musical  aud  instrumental  concert  followed.  Among 
tho30  who  assisted  were  Messrs.  G.  Halsey,  sen  ,  G. 
llalsey,  jun.,  J.  J.  Howes,  J.  Woodward,  J.  Allum,  H. 
Bray,  Will  .lermer,  J.  Smith,  T.  Payne.  R.  Clark,  H.  Vile 
(mandolinist),  H.  Garland  (recitation),  and  R.  Laidlaw, 
who  very  ably  presided  at  the  piano. — P.  Smith. 


ROACH  FISHING. 

There  is  probably  no  fish  that  inhabits  British  waters 
that  is  suoh  a  favourite  among  working  men  anglers  as  the? 
roach,  the  reason,  most  likely,  being  its  ubiquitous 
presence  in  almost  all  quiet,  running  waters  throughout 
England,  it  is,  however,  not  found  in  Ireland,  it  is  a 
very  handsome  tish,  and  when  in  season  during  the  autumn 
and  winter  months,  its  silvery  sides  and  crimson  fins 
attract  general  attention.  The  eyes  are  also  tinged  with 
red.  This  mark  and  its  tins  render  it  easily  distinguish- 
able from  thr  dao.e.  A  21b.  roach  is  a  large  fish,  the 
average  size  being  from  80/,.  to  lib.  in  weight.  I  have 
heard  tell  of  a  3Jlb.  roach,  but  have  never  seen  one  in  the 
flesh.  Rudd  are  often  mistaken  for  roach,  but  their 
mouths  differ  greatly.  In  roach  the  upper  lip  projects ; 
in  the  case  of  rudd,  the  under  one  does.  I  said  in  my  last 
week's  article,  in  speaking  of  the  chub,  that  they  were  not 
difficult  to  oaten  ;  hut  that  cannot  be  said  of  the  roach, 
especially  as  regards  the  larger-sized  fish.  There  are  some 
people  who  despise  the  bottom  or  coarse  fisher,  and  who 
discourse  grandiloquently  concerning  salmon,  trout,  and 
grayling ;  but  allow  me  to  tell  these  individuals  that  there 
is  quite  as  much  skill  needed  in  luring  a  21b.  roach  to  his 
fate  as  there  is  in  capturing  a  grayling  of  the  same  size. 
The  London  and  Nottingham  anglers  are  the  greatest 
adepts  at  this  branch  of  the  gentle  art,  and  yet 
their  relative  styles  are  as  distinctly  dissimilar  as 
light  and  dark.  The  River  Lea,  beloved  by  dear 
old  Izaak  in  days  of  yore,  is  the  happy  hunting  ground  of 
the  London  angler,  and  therefore  the  style  adopted  by 
them  is  termed  the  Lea  style.  A  Nottingham  man  uses  a 
light  and  rather  stiff  rod,  about  lift,  or  12ft.  in  length  ;  a 
smooth-running  wooden  or  ebonite  reel,  and  50yds.  of 
plaited  silk  line,  about  the  thickness  of  sewing  cotton,  a 
porcupine  quill  float,  and  2yds.  or  3yds.  of  finest  drawn 
gut,  completes  the  outfit.  With  regard  to  the  hook,  some 
prefer  a  sneck  bend,  some  a  round  bend  with  short  shank, 
and  others  a  bright,  fine  wire  Limerick  wrapped  on  with 
white  silk ;  a  single  shot  will  suffice  for  weight.  A 
practised  hand  can  strike  a  fish  at  20yds.  distance  with  the 
greatest  of  ease,  and  it  is  quite  a  pretty  sight  to  watch  a 
Nottingham  expert  fishing  a  long  eddying  swim,  the 
delicate  manner  in  which  he  manipulates  the  speed  of  his 
well-oiled  reel,  the  way  in  which  he  detects  the  faintest 
touch,  and  his  hand  and  eye  act  in  unison,  and  finally  the 
dexterity  with  which  he  lands  his  fish.  Not  one  whit  less 
skilful  is  his  brother-in-arms,  the  Lea  roach  fisher.  He 
wields  an  enormous  cane  red,  18ft.  to  20ft.  in  length,  and 
made  in  four  or  five  joints ;  he  has  no  reel  or  running  line, 
but  the  latter  is  fixed  to  the  top  of  his  rod,  and  owing  to 
the  length  of  the  latter,  he  is  able  to  keep  the  point  over 
the  float  ready  to  strike  at  the  slightest  indication  of  a 
bite.  When  he  hooks  a  fish  he  first  detaches  the  butt  of 
the  rod  from  the  other  joints,  then  the  second  piece,  and 
with  the  remainder  of  the  rod  he  brings  the  fish  to  the 
net.  This  system  may  seem  more  clumsy  and  less  artistic 
than  the  Nottingham  style,  but  in  reality  it  is  not. 

The  Lea  fishermen  have  a  great  preference  for  single 
horse  hair  of  a  sorrel  tint  for  their  bottom  lines,  one  of 
the  reasons  adduced  being  that  on  hair  small  globules  of 
water  do  not  adhere,  as  in  the  case  of  drawn  gut.  Whether 
their  ideas  on  this  point  are  correct  or  not  I  cannot  siy. 
For  my  own  part,  I  prefer  a  sneck  bend  hook  of  fine, 
well  tempered  wire,  and  the  top  of  the  shank  bent  out  a 
little  so  as  to  keep  the  bait  well  up  the  shank  of  the  hook ; 
but  so  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  majority  of  roach 
fishers  swear  by  the  bright  Limerick  bend,  commonly 
known  as  a  "  crystal  "  roach  hook.  Roach  will  take  almost 
any  bait — gilt  tail  worms,  gentles,  paste,  and  pearl  barley, 
weU  soaked  overnight  on  the  kitchen  hob,  being  the  prime 
favourites.  In  a  most  interesting  article,  entitled, 
"  Roach  Fishing  is  a  Fine  Art,"  contributed  by  Mr.  W. 
Senior  ("  Redspinner  ")  to  the  coarse  fishisg  volume  of 
the  Badminton  Library,  he  mentions  the  fact  that  a  few- 
years  ago  a  new  bait  was  highly  recommended  in  the  shape  of 
the  fleshy  portion  of  a  banana.  He  gave  it  a  trial,  with  fairly 
good  results  ;  but  the  experiment,  repeated  subsequently  on 
the  same  water  and  under  similar  circumstances,  failed 
utterly.  Mr.  Senior  concludes  his  remarks  upon  the 
banana  as  a  bait  by  saying  that  at  all  events  it  possesses 
one  great  advantage  over  worms,  gentles,  or  paste — viz.,  if 
the  fish  are  not  on  the  feed,  you  can  eat  the  bait  yourself. 
In  roach  fishing  a  little  ground-bait  should  be  used 
sparingly ;  a  great  many  anglers  fall  into  the  error  of  using 


too  much,  which  puts  the  fish  off  the  feed  instead  of  bring- 
ing them  on.  The  best  ground-bait  that  I  know  of  is  made 
from  stale  pieses  of  bread  thoroughly  well  soaked,  and 
then  mixed  up  with  bran,  soaked  pearl  barley,  and  clay, 
into  a  stiff  patt".  Make  into  small  balls  the  size  of  an 
orange,  welding  the  mass  round  pebbles  the  size  of  a 
walnut,  in  order  to  sink  it  in  the  swim,  or  else  the  particles 
of  bran,  &c,  will  float  down  stream,  and  entice  tho  fish 
away  from  your  ground.  Pearl  barley  is  the  best  bait  to 
use  when  ground-baiting  with  the  above,  but  it  must  be 
creed  very  carefully.  Each  corn  must  just  be  swelled  to 
the  point  when  it  splits  open,  and  no  more.  If  stewed  too 
much,  it  becomes  soft  and  "  mushy,"  and  will.not  stick  011 
the  hook.  In  some  districts  new  green  corn  is  used,  and 
in  others  a  small  piece  of  si'k  weed  wrapped  round  a  tiny 
hook  is  said  to  answer  very  well.  In  hot  summer  weather, 
when  roach  are  swimming  about  near  the  surface,  very 
pretty  sport  may  be  had  by  using  a  3yds.  fine  gut  cast,  with 
a  tingle  hook  attached,  and  whipping  with  a  single  gentle 
as  you  would  throw  a  fly.  I  have  seen  good  baskets  of 
roach,  dace,  and  chub  made  in  this  way,  when  all  other 
styles  of  fishing  have  failed.— Halcyon,  in  Weekly  Edition 
of  Leeds  Mercury. 


CURIOUS  AND  WONDERFUL  FORMS  OF 
DEEP  SEA  LIFE. 

By  Charles  Freherick  Holder. 

If  divers  with  the  modern  equipment  had  existed  in 
some  of  the  early  geological  eras,  they  would,  in  their 
wanderings  at  H19  bottom  of  the  sea,  have  seen  some 
remarkable  sights.  There  was  a  time  when  everything 
seemed  to  attain  gigantic  size.  There  were  sea  serpents  as 
long  and  longer  than  the  whales  of  to-day  ;  sharks  100ft. 
long;  crab-like  creatures  as  long  as  a  man,  as  the 
wonderful  pterygotus ;  aud,  more  remarkable  than  all,  the 
shells  that  to-day  are,  asa  rule,  small  and  delicats,  and  used 
in  the  main  as  ornaments  and  curiosities,  then  in  some 
instances  attained  gigantic  proportions. 

Such  a  diver,  in  walking  along  at  the  sea  bottom,  would 
have  seen  suddenly  looming  up  before  him  in  the  distance 
an  object  like  a  gigantic  telescope,  yet  po;sad  in  mid-water. 
At  one  end  projected  long  arms  that  waved  to  and  fro,  or 
resembled  the  pliable  spokes  of  a  wheel  without  a  tire. 
Suddenly  this  cigar-shaped  object  would  shoot  ahead  with 
the  velocity  of  an  arrow,  cleaving  the  water  like  a  knife, 
and  leaving  a  train  of  phosphorescent  light  behind  like  the 
tail  of  a  comet. 

This  strange  creature  was  possibly  20ft.  or  more  in 
length,  and  according  to  Dr.  Newberry,  the  eminent 
geologist,  must  have  weighed  several  tons.  It  was  the 
giant  of  all  shells,  the  Orthoceras  titan — truly  a  titanic 
monster.  The  orthocerotites  are  all  extinct,  but  are 
represented  to-day  by  their  cousins,  the  cuttle-fish,  the 
nautilus,  and  others.  Another  of  this  family,  the 
ammonite,  somewhat  resembled  the  pearly  nautilus  of  the 
present,  and  was  divided  off  by  pearly  partitions  as  was 
this  shell,  but  the  ancient  representative  was  a  veritable 
monster. 

Some  years  ago  some  workmen  in  the  Middle  States  of 
America  came  upon  a  number  of  these  shells  buried  in  an 
ancient  beach.  The  discoverers  thought  they  were  cart 
wheels,  and  a  local  paper  facetiously  announced  the 
discovery  of  a  fossil  chariot  wheel,  spokes  and  all.  The 
great  shell  was  as  high  as  some  of  the  boys  who  stood  by, 
being  4Jft.  in  height,  and  resembling  a  rude  wheel.  In  an 
attempt  to  discover  the  nature  of  the  find  it  was  cut  in 
two  with  a  stone  saw,  thus  exposing  the  partitions,  which 
were  filled  with  earth. 

The  exposed  surface  was  then  polished,  and  presented  a 
beautiful  appearance.  Quartz  crystals  had  formed  in  the 
various  chambers,  giving  the  entire  shell,  or  its  polished 
surface,  the  appearance  of  a  huge  carnelian.  One  of  these 
stone  shells  weighed  several  hundred  pounds,  and  when 
alive  must  have  been  a  singular  object,  as  inverted,  in  all 
probability,  it  moved  along  ths  bottom,  dragged  by  its 
many  armed  occupant. 

In  our  own  times  there  are  gigantic  shells,  their  presence 
sometimes  being  disagreeably  forced  upon  the  finder.  In 
the  South  Pacific,  where  the  ocean  is  apparently  cut  up 
with  small  islands  or  reefs  of  coral,  the  tridacna,  or  king 
of  the  clams,  is  found — a  giant  two-valved  shell,  with  deep 
radiations  or  convolutions,  that  often  weighs  5001b.,  the 
animal  alone  weighing  301b. 

These  monsters  are  found  imbedded  in  the  coral  rock,  a 
singular  frill  of  lightly  coloured  flesh  only  appearing  above 
the  surface.  This  habit  has  been  the  cause  of  a  number  of 
accidents  to  natives  as  well  as  white  men.  The  locality 
where  they  are  found  is  frequented  by  collectors  of  marine 
curiosities,  who  send  the  shells,  sea-fans,  and  corals  to 
America  and  Europe,  where  they  are  distributed  to  the 
curiosity  dealers  all  over  the  world. 

In  searching  for  shells  the  collectors  wade  along  the 
shallow  lagoons  or  reefs,  followed  by  a  flat  bottomed  boat, 
into  which  they  toss  their  various  finds. 

On  one  occasion  an  inexperienced  man  was  hunting  for 
shells  without  a  boat,  having  merely  a  native  net  thrown 
over  his  shoulders.  Seeing  what  he  thought  was  a  large 
sea  anemone  of  beautiful  tints,  he  struck  it  with  his  foot, 
and  in  an  instant  was  thrown  upon  his  face  screaming  with 
agony.  The  seeming  anemone  was  a  giant  shell  that, 
startled  at  the  sudden  attack,  had  closed  its  huge  valves 
and  held  the  collector  a  prisoner  as  firmly  as  though  he 
had  been  clasped  by  a  vice  ;  in  fact,  the  shells  cut  through 
the  skin  and  bone. 

The  unfortunate  man  was  some  distance  from  help,  and 
as  he  had  started  at  low  tide  the  treacherous  waters  were 
rising.  For  an  hour  the  victim  underwent  untold  agonies 
of  pain  and  apprehension,  fearing  that  the  tide  would  rise 
above  his  lips.  Struggles  were  useless,  and  ho  heroically 
waited  until  a  canoe  came  in  sight  ,  when  he  signalled  the 
occupants,  who,  after  much  difficulty,  released  him,  the 


animal  having  to  be  killed  by  severing  the  great  muscles 
that  held  the  shells  together. 

A  number  of  such  instances  are  011  record,  and  large 
sharks  have  been  caught  by  the  shells  in  the  same  way. 
Some  natives  at  the  New  Hebrides  Islands,  seeing  an 
unusual  commotion  some  distance  from  shore,  went  out. 
and  found  a  10ft.  shark  beating  the  water,  hurling  itself 
this  way  and  that,  as  though  held  by  an  enemy.  Approach- 
ing, they  found  that  the  big  fish  was  held  firmly  by  the 
tail',  the  lobe  of  which  had  touched  the  fleshy  portion  of 
the  shell  and  been  caught. 

To  excavate  one  of  these  giants  often  requires  the  work 
of  several  men  for  a  week,  as  the  shell  at  times  is  deeply 
incased  in  the  solid  coral  rock,  which  has  to  be  cut  away. 
One  animal  taken  was  served  as  a  dinner  to  the  crews  of 
two  vessels,  affording  a  meal  to  fifty  men.  One  species  of 
these  shells  is  very  common,  and  is  used  as  an  ornament, 
while  others  serve  as  receptacles  for  holy  water  in  churches 
and  cathedrals. 

A  fine  specimen  may  be  seen  in  the  Cathedral  of  Notre 
Dame  in  Montreal,  and  another  in  the  Church  of  St. 
Sulpice  in  Paris.  The  natives  employ  them  as  water 
vessels,  aud  a  circular  piece  of  the  white  shell,  highly 
polished  and  worn  upon  the  forehead,  is  considered  an 
insignia  of  rank. 

Among  the  largest  bivalve  shells  known  is  the  geoduck, 
a  huge  clam  of  the  Alaskan  coast,  that  attains  a  weight  of 
five  or  six  pounds,  one  shell  affording  food  for  a  large 
family. 

The  conchs,  especially  those  known  as  queen  and 
trumpet  conchs,  are  among  the  giants  of  the  univalve 
shells,  weighing  in  the  latter  instance  sometimes  121b. — 
ponderous  objects,  as  they  move  slowly  along  on  the  sandy 
bottoms  of  the  lagoons  of  their  choice. 

The  method  of  locomotion  among  these  large  conchs  is 
singular,  particularly  when  observed  from  above.  The 
shell  reaches  out  its  foot,  which  is  armed,  in  the  case  of 
the  common  strombus,  with  a  sharp-pointed,  sabre-like 
operculum,  thrusts  it  into  the  sand  and  gives  a  powerful 
wrench,  which  forces  the  shell  along  in  a  series  of  jerks. 
The  real  giants  of  the  mollusca  are  few,  and  are  confined 
mainly  to  those  described.  As  the  converse  of  all  this  are 
the  liliputiau  forms  of  shell  life  to  be  met  with  in  the  sea. 
Some  are  so  minute  that  their  great  beauty  can  only  be 
discovered  under  the  microscope.  But,  if  possible,  their 
study  is  even  more  interesting,  and  reveals  even  greater 
marvels  of  exquisite  loveliness  than  their  more  gigantic 
relati ves . — Workmen's  Messenger . 


A  YANKEE  "ON  THE  SHOOT." 

( Being  a  Paper  read  at  the  Michigan  Sportsmen's  Con- 
vention at  Kalamazoo  by  A.  E.  Bartlett.) 

Rods  are  of  several  kinds.  One  for  correction  and  one 
for  pastime.  We  were  all  more  or  less  familiar  with  the 
first-mentioned  in  our  youth,  or  ought  to  have  been.  Tide 
was  handled  by  the  kindly  "  old  folks  at  home."  The 
other  one  we  have  all  handled  more  or  less  for  our 
diversion.  There's  the  lightning  rod  for  protection — 
against  more  lightning  rod  men  though,  chiefly.  There's 
the  rod  of  empire,  but  that's  of  no  account  here.  There 
was  a  mighty  hunter  by  the  name  of  Nim.  He  was  the 
son  of  Cush,  but  as  he  grew  older  he  took  more  to  the  rod, 
it  appears,  which  may  have  spoiled  the  child  ;  but  there- 
after he  was  known  as  TSimrod. 

He  probably  had  nothing  but  an  old  flint  lock  kicker 
that  his  father  used  to  hunt  with,  and  got  disgusted  and 
was  kicked  out  of  the  traces  by  it.  Had  he  being  pro- 
vided with  one  of  Lancaster's  patent  hammerless  breech- 
loaders of  the  present  period,  he  would  have  stuck  to 
hunting  undoubtedly,  and  we  should  have  known  him  then 
in  history  as  Nim,  the  crack  shot  of  his  time. 

A  hunter  as  a  general  thing  is  a  natural  angler.  Some 
men  can  hunt  patiently  all  day  for  a  chance  shot  at  a 
chipmunk,  or  wade  and  fish  two  days  for  a  Jib.  trout.  To 
such  enthusiasts  all  fish  is  flesh  and  all  flesh  is  game, 
instead  of  grass. 

"  Nature  hath  endless  aspects  ; 

To  the  angler  she  doth  her  beauties  and  her  glories  all 
unfold. 

A  magic  light  rests  on  the  land  and  sea, 
And  all  her  streams  are  silvei — all  her  sunshine  gold." 

When  I  was  a  biy  I  visited  an  old  uncle  of  mine  in 
Massachusetts.  The  next  morning,  after  breakfast,  tho 
hunting  fever  took  me  (it  didn't  seem  to  take  me  till  after 
breakfast).  As  I  came  out  of  the  house  I  saw  a  piece  of 
maple  woods  near  by,  and  I  yearned  to  shoot  a  squirrel. 
My  uncle  had  an  old  shooter-— a  "  queen'  sarin  "  hjs  grand- 
father used  to  draw  a  pension  with.  It  had  a  hammer  as 
big  as  the  head  of  a  boa  constrictor,  and  a  flint  in  its  mouth 
as  large  as  a  Boston  cracker,  and  a  warming  or  powder 
pan  like  a  tobacco  box.  It  was  a  family  custom  (though  1 
think  a  custom  better  noted  in  the  breech  than  otherwise) 
to  load  this  gun  in  the  early  part  of  winter  so  as  to  have 
it  all  ready  for  woodchucks  in  the  spring.  It  probably 
failed  to  find  woodchucks  tho  first  year,  and  so  was  loaded 
over  again — double — for  the  next  crop. 

My  uncle,  who  always  set  a  great  storo  by  me,  explained 
the  varied  attributes  of  the  gun,  and  gave  many  remini- 
scences of  its  exploits  in  a  former  unpleasantness  with 
England,  and  I  looked  upon  it  with  awe  and  veneration. 
It  evidpntly  had  a  character  and  a  pedigree.  Ab  I  couldn't 
cock  it  alone,  my  uncle  and  the  hired  man,  turned  in  and 
helped  me.  So  I  started  off  with  alacrity,  "all  cocked" 
for  game.  I  climbed  the  fence  near  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
and  sat  on  the  rail  to  rest  and  reconnoitre.  Presently  I 
heard  a  squirrel  bark,  and  saw  him  with  his  head  down- 
wards on  the  body  of  the  tree  about  10ft.  from  the  ground, 
bobbing  and  bowing  at  me.  My  young  heart  pounded  in 
my  chest  enough  to  knock  me  off  the  fonce,  but  1  regained 
my  hereditary  firmness,  drew  the  gun  up,  and  got  it  so  it 
seemed  to  cover  the]sijuirrel  and  all  creation'besides.  . 
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I  pulled  on  the  trigger  with  one  finger,  then  two  and 
three  then  with  my  whole  hand  with  my  whole  force. 
The  hammer  crashed  down  with  a  shock  like  a  pile  driver ; 
there  was  a  hissing,  spluttering  discharge  from  the  vent. 
I  waited  a  half  minute  or  so,  and  then  looked  into  the 
muzzle  and  found  the  charge  doing  well— it  had  started 
and  was  working  its  way  out.  I  hastily  readjusted  my 
focus  on  the  squirrel,  when  there  came  a  discharge  like  an 
earthquake.  .  .  •  There  was  an  intermission  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  or  so  after  this  act,  and  when  the  nest 
scene  opened,  and  I  recovered  my  senses,  I  was  lying  (you 
may  think  I  am  lying  now)  on  one  side  of  the  fence  and 
the  gun  on  the  other.  It  was  still  smoking  at  the  muzzle, 
and  tried  to  kick  at  me  several  times  through  the  fence 
in  some  of  its  liter  spasms.  They  were  the  worst, 
unkindest  kicks  of  all,  and  grieved  me  to  the  heart. 

I  arose,  called  in  my  mental  resources,  pinched  myself 
to  make  sure  I  was  still  there,  and  looked  out  once  more 
upon  this  beautiful  world,  and  heard  the  low  hum  of  a  bee 
upon  the  dandelion  near  me,  and  my  original  intention 
returning  upon  me,  I  started  out  to  see  how  it  was  with 
my  squirrel,  wondering  if  he  had  also  suffered  as  I  had.  I 
found  the  spot  where  the  charge  from  the  other  end  of  the 
(run  had  mangled  the  side  of  the  tree,  also  portions  of  my 
game— hair,  head,  tail— which  mostly  predominated— 
claws  feet,  &c,  scattered  all  along  toward  the  land  of 
Goshen.  This  occurred  in  Williamsburgh,  and  the  town 
of  Goshen  joined  it ;  so  that  is  really  no  metaphor.  I 
afterwards  learnt  what  made  the  gun  kick  at  me  through 
the  fence  after  its  first  discharge,  and  I  forgave  it.  It 
was  the  other  charge  still  left  that  was  warming  up,  getting 
uneasy,  and  trying  to  get  out,  which  it  finally  did,  as  I  was 
carrying  it  home  on  my  shoulder,  one  ear  being  rendered 
useless  for  a  season.  That  old  gun  was  evidently  one  of 
the  early  bick-action  repeaters ;  anyway,  it  was  hrimtul 
of  rusty  patriotism,  and  it  yet  hangs  in  the  hall  of  my  dead 
uncle's  descendants,  reloaded,  drawing  a  pension,  and  still 
waiting  for  woodchucks,  or  a  chance  to  kick  over  another 
small  boy  from  Boston  who  is  enjoying  a  summer  vacation. 


the  8  43  from  Westbourne  Park  to  Great  Marlow ;  to 
register  names  at  the  Wheatsheaf  Inn  on  arrival,  and 
register  fish  same  place  not  later  than  7  o'clock ;  return 
by  7  25  from  Great  Marlow.  Our  return  visit  is  un- 
avoidably postponed  from  Feb.  4  to  Thursday,  Feb.  11  — 
T.  Twyman.  .  . 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Stratford  New  Town,  B. — I  wish  to  call  members'  attention 
that  Tuesday  next,  Feb.  2,  will  be  quarterly  night  ,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster.— G.  F.  Weaver. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho,  W.— On  Jan.  24  Mr.  Steptoe 
weighed-in  three  jack  and  roach,  and  Mr.  Pope,  roach. 
I  should  like  to  see  all  the  members  next  Tuesday,  as  we 
have  a  great  deal  of  important  business  to  transact.— 

S  Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne 
iv ad. —Our  private  match  at  Cookham  was  a  failure.  We 
lrave  decided  to  fish  it  out  under  the  same  conditions  on 
Feb.  7,  between  Windsor  Bridge  and  Boveney  Losk.  Will 
all  members  who  have  given  in  their  names  please  pay 
their  entrance  fee  by  that  date.— A.  Ide. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  R^ug 
Sun,  Rockingham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E.— 
On  Jan.  31  we  fish  our  postponed  prizes  as  a  roving  match. 
We  have  now  some  good  specimens  on  our  walls,  viz., 
barbel,  Mr.  Stevens ;  three  bream,  Mr.  Coleman  ■  and 
perch,  Mr.  Cork  ;  all  nicely  set  up  by  our  host,  Mr.  Sharp. 
—A.  Francis.  .    . '       _  . 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  N.W.— On  Jan.  21  Mr.  Austin 
weighed-in  roach,  41b.  ;  Gillespy,  perch,  lib.  On  Monday, 
Feb.  8,  we  have  a  visit  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.  Angleis 
and  friends  invited  ;  ladies  also.— T.  Austin. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— River  in  the  deeps  frozen 
up  Even  in  shallow  waters,  where  it  is  open,  there  is  to 3 
much  snow  in  it  for  fishing  to  be  of  much  use.— W.  1. 
Bainbeidge.  „  ,  . 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  fishing  season  opens 
on  Monday,  1st  prox.  The  river  is  rather  low  at  present, 
but  we  anticipate  a  good  return  for  February.  Enright  s 
reliable  "Shannon"  tackle  will  often  be  put  to  a  severe 
test  during  the  season  '97,  as  the  "  Shannon  monsters 
are  very  game.  All  the  boats  will  be  out  the  first  day  and 
every  beat  on  the  river  is  almost  fishable.  We  wish  all 
anglers  tight  lines  and  several  40-pounders  —  John 
Enright  and  Son. 

CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.— On  Jan.  24  no  fish 
weighed-in.  On  Tuesday,  26th,  we  had  a  concert  to  wish 
our  host  Mr  E.  Dove,  farewell.  The  following  contri- 
buted to  the  harmony  of  the  evening  :  Messrs.  Staples, 
Clarkson,  A.  Williams,  Jackson,  J.  Jagot,  and  others.  We 
made  one  new  member. — H.  Haines. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales?  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E.  —  Our  next  outing 
will  be  for  five  prizes,  on  Feb.  7.  Fish  at  Datchet,  from 
Albeit  Bridge  to  Old  Windsor  Lock.  Will  those  mem- 
bers who  have  not  attended  the  meetings  lately  be  kind 

enough  to  do  so  ?— A.  C.  D.   

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  S.E.  — Since  my  last  report,  Mr 
Merrygold  weighed-in  chub.  Will  members  not  present 
last  Wednesday  kindly  take  notice  that  we  fish  our 
January  match  on  Jan.  31.  at  Datchet ;  all  to  leave  by  the 
8.15  train,  and  return  by  the  5.5.— J.Foster 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.-Jan.  27  being  quarterly 
night,  the  usual  election  of  officers  "was  gone  through,  and 
a  cDrnpetition  arranged  for  Feb.  14,  at  Taplow  ;  30s.  will 
be  given  in  prizes  by  the  club  for  this  occasion.  Since  my 
last  report  we  have  made  three  honorary  members,  two  ot 
whom,  Messrs.  Avis  and  Stonebridge,  were  members  ot 
the  club  and  left  some  time  ago.  Messrs.  Moore,  Cecil, 
Sander,  E.  Briggs,  and  F.  Briggs  have  brought  up  some 
nice  shows  of  fish  lately-roach,  jack  and  chub^  Mr. 
Avis  sent  up  a  nice  show  of  dace  from  the  Lark.— ri.  it 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  1  he 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  8.  w.— 
Several  members  competed  in  our  day's  outing  at  Windsor 
on  Jan.  24,  but  only  two  were  successful,  viz.,  Messrs  I . 
Tringham  and  A.  Painter.  The  remainiBg  will  be  fashed 
for  on  Jan.  31 ;  usual  conditions.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Un 
Jan  24  T.  Twyman  was  the  only  one  who  weighed-in. 
On  Feb.  21  the  last  match  of  the  season  will  take  place, 
from  Marlow  Bridge  to  Temple  Lock  ;  two  rods ;  all  fash 
to  weigh  ;  each  member  to  catch  own  bait ;  to  go  down  by 


At  the  usual  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  at 
which  Mr.  Sachs  was  in  the  chair,  a  telegram  was  read 
from  Dr.  Brunton,  stating  h3  was  too  indisposed  to  be 
present  and  give  his  lecttre  on  "  Angling  Expei  lences 
A  member  narrated  his  experiences  as  a  novice  on  the 
Trent  and  regrettsd  that  the  specimen  fish  he  had  brought 
up  and  left  in  the  charge  of  a  master  fi-hmonger  to  te 
kept  for  a  few  days  in  ice  were  not  available  tor  exhibition 
that  night,  as  on  calling  for  the  fish,  the  fishmonger  s 
assistant  informed  him  that  the  "  guv'nor  thought  they 
would  not  ke?p,  so  he  sold  them,  and  I  am  to  give 
you  2s  "  The  member  intended  devo  mg  this  sum 
either  to  the  Home  for  Decayed  Fishmongers  or  to  the 
River  Trent  Pollution  Fund,  but  has  decided  that  as  the 
fishmonger  in  question  will  presumably  benefit ,  by  the 
lecture  (duly  embellished  with  trimmings)  given  him,  the 
pecuniary  reward  must  go  t>  Mr.  Gaskell,  the  treasurer 
of  the  Pollution  Fund.  Next  Monday,  Feb  1,  Mr 
Crurnplen  (Old  Izaak)  will  read  a  paper  on  Fish  and 
Fishino-in  the  Eastern  Counties,"  to  be  illustrated  with 
some  fine  lantern  slides,  many  of  which  are  kindly  lent  for 
the  occasion  by  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Co.,  there 
should  be  a  good  attendance. 


WONDERS  WILL  NEVEE  CEASE  WC  are  told ;  but  it  ,faDD°t 

denied  that  Holloway-g  Puis  are  the  greatest  wonder  of  ui<  aern 
times.  Thev  correct  bile,  prevent  flatulency,  cleanse  the  l.vcr 
and  purify  'the  system,  strengthen  tbe  stomach  increase  £° 
appetite,  invigorate  the  nerves,  promote  health,  ™r'9'Valo 
weak  to  an  ardour  of  feeling  never  before  experienced  he  Bale 
of  thee  Pills  throughout  the  globe  astonishes  everybody ,  con- 
vincing the  moat  sceptical  that  there  is  no  medic ^e  e',Ual  to 
Hollowly'*  Pills  for  removing  the  complain  a  ineidanul  to  tht 
bumanrace.  They  are  indeed  a  blessing  to  the  i "  hcted,  and  a 
boon  to  those  who  suffer  from  disorders,  lrfternal  °r  external 
Thousands  of  persons  have  testified  that  by  their  u.e  alone  they 
nave  been  mured  to  health,  after  other  remedies  had  proved 
unsuccessful 


'The  snow!  the  snow!  the  beautiful  snow,"  has  had 
its  praise  hymned  by  countless  poets,  who  generally  write 
in  ccsy  carpeted  rooms,  before  a  roaring  fare,  and  merely 
watch  the  feathery  flakes  as  they  flutter  gracefully  down 
from  the  grey  sky  to  the  frost-bound  ground.  Sno  a 'under 
such  circumstances  is  all  right,  but  when  mingled  with 
suburban  mud,  and  transformed  by  mischievous  juvenile 
hands  into  missiles,  it  is  not  so  desirable  or  so  beautiful ; 
more  especially  when  the  gay,  giddy,  gamins  of  our  little 
village  playfully  start  for  your  top  hat  and  miss  it,  but 
catch  you  just  behind  the  ear  with  some  compressed  snow 
as  near  as  possible  of  the  consistency,  or  inconsistency,  ot 
a  brick  !    Go  away,  snow. 

By  the  way,  it  is  astonishing  how  many  anglers  spoil 
the  colour  of  their  "  specimens "  by  not  takmg  proper 
precautions.  It  is  to  Messrs.  Spalding  and  Hodge  all 
anglers  should  be  grateful  for  the  introduction  of  their 
''glassine"  paper,  made  m  two  Sizes  -80  by  20,  and 
35  by  222.  Surely  no  angler's  kit  can  be  complete  with- 
out holding  a  few  sheets  of  this  "  glassine  which  should 
be  obtained  at  any  tackle  dealers  at  a  cost  of  a  few  halt- 
pence  The  newVperis  io  glazed (although  containing 
no  injurious  or  poisonous  chemicals  that  the  fish,  when 
wrapped  in  same,  are  practically  sealed  from  the  air  and 
lose  none  of  their  scales  or  colouring.  Tins  is  an  invalu- 
able discovery,  and  should  lo  welcomed  by  all.  A  friend 
of  mine  last  week  kept  a  brace  of  jack  wrapped  up  in  a 
sheet  of  "  glassine,"  and  shut  up  m  a  portman'e.iu  from 
Sunday  until  the  following  Friday  night,  and  yet  they 
were  in  good  condition. 

On  Wednesday  next,  at  8.30,  the  British  Se;i  Angleis' 
Society  will  hold  their  usual  monthly  smoking  concert  at  t  he 
Cannon-street  Hotel.  Members  may  introduce  friends  I 
hope  I  may  be  there  for  these  gatherings  1  hey  will  also 
hold  their  annual  general  meeting  on  Wednesday,  March  8, 
at  8  d  m.  ■  and  on  March  17  the  annual  dinner  will  take 
nlace  Both  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  Gannon-street 
Hotel  The  lion,  secretary  wishes  the  Barnes  ot  members 
intending  to  dine  to  l>e  sent  to  him  early. 

 y+~*+<  

The  treasurer  to  the  Wimbledon  Tournament  has  sent 
cheques  to  the  five  recipients  of  the  bounty  120  was  aU 
thatcnuld  be  got  together  "in  the  interests  of  angling. 
"  Parturiiint  monie*  et  iwscitur  ridirulu*  MUB. 

 >♦♦♦<  

'     MR   E   W.  IJrownin"  (B.S.A.A.)  wrifestot-l]  ineof 
an  extraordinary  experience  which  he  has  recently  had. 


Being  invited  by  a  friend  to  a  day's  fishing  at  Harefield.he 
on  the  previous  night  made  the  usual  preparations  for  his 
excursion.  On  arriving  heme  rather  late  that  evening,  the 
household  having  retired  for  the  night,  he  spread  a  news- 
paper on  the  table,  and  proceeded  to  examine  his  supplies 
for  the  morrow.  He  had  procured  some  lobworms 
from  a  well  known  tackle  manufacturers  establish- 
ment n:>t  far  from  Holborn,  and  on  turning  them  out  for 
inspection  noticed  a  congested  lump  of  moss  amongst 
them.  Thinking  it  to  be  full  of  worms,  he  took  it  up  in 
his  fingers,  and  proceeded  to  open  it  with  his  fishing  knife, 
when,  judge  of  his  horror,  he  discovered  a  human  finger. 
Then  there  was  alarums  and  excursions,  and  peace  reigned 
no  longer  that  night  in  the  house  of  BrowniDg. 

The  explanation  proved  as  simple  a*  the  discovery  was 
startling.  Mr.  Browning  took  au  early  opportunity  of 
calling  on  the  tackle  maker  from  whom  he  had  procured 
bis  supply,  and  whom  he  designates  as  Mr.  X.  There 
were  several  customers  present  when  he  entered  the 
shop,  but  he  waited  patiently  until  the  coast  was 
clear,  when,  approaching  Mr.  X.  in  what  that  gentle- 
man evidently  considered  a  mysterious  manner,  he  re- 
marked: "I  have  come  to  ask  you  a  very  serious 
question,  Mr.  X.;  you  may  consider  it  an  imperti- 
nent one,  bat  I  trust  you  will  not  think  so.  Where 
do  you  buy  your  worms?"  Mr.  X.  replied  :  "  Oh,  we 
buy  them  "from  various  men  who  come  in."  Mr. 
Browning  then  told  his  story.  ' '  You  have  found  a  human 
finger  among  your  worms!"  cried  Mr.  X.,  in  astonish- 
ment, and,  with  a  light  breaking  in  on  him.  "Yes,  I  can 
give  you  an  explanation."  Then  it  transpired  that  a  young 
man  working  in  the  factory  had  two  of  his  fingers  cut  off 
by  a  circular  saw.  One  of  the  fingers  was  found  on  the 
floor,  the  other  must  have  been  thown  into  the  heap  of 
moss  used  in  lining  the  boxes  in  which  the  lobworms  are 
kept,  and  thin  found  its  way  into  Mr.  Browning's  hands. 

 >  »» •  >  

Owing  to  the  top  coat  of  ice  on  the  Wrest  Middlesex 
Reservoir  at  Barnes  on  Monday  last,  the  netting,  for  which 
a  great  many  willing  workers  had  assembled,  was  postponed 
till  Monday  next,  Feb.  1.  I  hope— we  all  hope— that  the 
weather  may  be  suitable,  and  the  haul  a  good  one. 

 >♦»■*<  

"Str\w  Hat,"  J.  R.  R.,  Pincott  Hill,  and  Bell  made 
up  a  quartet  from  Kingston.  The  "  Thatched  One  "  sent 
me  a  wire  to  prevent  my  coming  down.  I  am  a  better 
prophet  after  the  event.  But  erpcrientui  docet  ■  and  1 
had  an  idea  my  dragnet  could  not  be  bi  ought  into 
requisition — and  it  wasn't. 

After  the  telegram  a  letter,  from  which  an  extract : 
"  Dear  '  Drag,'— Yen  know  that  owing  to  the  quantity  of 
ice  upon  the  surface  of  the  reservoir  operations  cculd  not 
commence.  I  had  a  weary  tramp  from  East  Putney  over 
Barnes  Common  to  get  there.  On  arriving  at  the  Water- 
works I  found  that  a  strong  contingent  of  thirty  had  just 
left  after  being  told  by  Mr.  Douglas  that  the  netting  was 
unavoidably  postponed  until  Monday,  Feb.  1.  However, 
I  could  not  refrain  from  viewing  the  tank,  and  recognised 
the  spot  where  I  used  twenty  years  ago  to  fish  for  lumpy 
roach-real  '  tonkers.'  If  the  water  is  up  to  its  ancient 
reputation,  there  ought  to  be  some  big  fish  taken  out  on 
Monday— bream  up  to  (ill)..  &c.  A  bitter  wind  was  blowing 
across  the  stretch  from  Corney  Reach,  and  so  we  all 
turned  instinctively  to  the— bovril." 

 >»  «♦<  

It  was  so  nic?,  they  all  had  six  cups  (big boom  in  bovril), 
and  emulated  the  old  lady  who  sat  next  to  Mr.  Weller  at 
the  tea-fight  of  the  Brick-lane  Branch  of  the  Ebene/.er 
Society— they  wisibly  swelled.  Just  another  little  extract 
from  this  lover  of  the  Thames  :  "  About  3  p.m.  we  started 
for  home.  This  time  I  took  the  towing-path,  passing  the 
old  Soap  Works,  Crab  Treo,  and  Point,  where  1  ruminated 
on  the  old  struggles  of  the  vikings  of  the  north  in  their 
battles  against  the  '  Southron.'  In  fancy  I  could  see  the 
redoubtable  Bob  Chambers  and  Kentorth,  with  kelley  and 
Sadler,  rounding  the  Point  for  the  '  shoot  across  the 
river,  and  almost  imagined  I  could  heir  the  Hand  awa 
Bob 'of  the  Tynesielers,  as  the  old  champion  bent  to  Ins 
work." 


Following  "  Fish  for  the  Thames,"  the  news  arrives 

of  "  Fish  from  the  Thames."  On  the  Lftft  insl  Mr.  J.(  . 
Webb  (of  the  Highbury  A.S.)  weighed-in  at  Ins  club  a 
handsome  perch  of  31b..  and  Mr.  G.  West  also  ot  the 
Highbury  A.S.)  a  roach  of  lib.  lljoz.  "his  certainly 
speaks  well  for  t lie  skill  of  the  captors,  and  proves  that 
our  much  loved  Thames  is  not  entirely  depleted. 


A  CONCERT  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  be  given  on 
Saturday  evening  next,  Fob.  6,  by  the  Pari  Anglers ,  at 
the  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane,  Tottenham.    Commence  ,  .30. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Milduiay  A.S  will  be  held  at 
the  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mildnmy  Park,  on  1  uesduy,  1'  ob.  2, 
at  eight  sharp.  "  So  runs  the  bond,  1  mean  card,  winch 
Mr.  Stockdnlc  tends  me. 


TH«  Yachting  Kihibition  opensat  the  R.  A.  on  Tuesday. 

Writing  from  Aldeburgh-on-Sca,  Mr.  C .  11.  Whistler 
favs-  "The  severe  N.  and  N.  K.  gales  of  last  week  have 
now  given  place  to  fresh  westerly  winds,  but  with  increased 
fremt  and  occasional  niowstorms  Sea  calmer,  and 
several  anglers  ...it.  Vory  tine,  g  lod  e,,nditi..ned  cod  mg, 
up  to  71b.  and  101b..  an-  be  ing  tak.n  alongshore.  Id* 
worm  (best!  and  whelk  bails.  The  regular  A  raft! 
weather  brings  numerous  wildlowls,  Ac,  in,  and  river 
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being  in  places  Mocked  with  Ice,  sportsmen  .are  having  a 
bmytfsM.  Several  ram  avis  havo  been  shot,  and  some 
fine  iwauH  were  aeen  in  '  Mack  Slakes  '  roach  on  Monday." 


I  am  tolerably  well  versed  in  deciphering  hieroglyphics 
— can  even  do  a  little  Hebrew.  I  was  invited  to  a  "  little 
lunch  "  ill  Bnttmbaoh'l  on  Tuesday,  and  allowed  to  viow 
a  triumph  la  tho  bookbinder's  art  by  that  prim  e  of  linders, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Ztebnidorf.  ThofO  who  know  ono  of  (ho  greatest 
philanthropists  of  modern  times  (Frederic  David  Mooatta) 
will  only  wish  that  anglers  possossod  his  equal.  The 
album,  cintuiuing  huudrods  of  sigi  a'ures  of  all  classes 
and  i auks  iuscribed  therein,  was  a  perfect  picture.  This 
samo  album  (which  T  could  not  lift]  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Mocatta  on  Jan.  20,  at  a  public  meeting  hold  at  the  Jews' 
Free  School.  When  I  say  that  Isidoro  Spielman,  F.S.A., 
was  chairman  of  tho  Organising  committee,  <  ne  may  be 
oertain  that  the  function  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

"  Til i:  binding  of  the  album  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr. 
Zaehusdorf,  who  has  taken  a  deep  and  friendly  interest  In 
the  movement,  and  las  produced  a  thoroughly  handsome 
volume.  The  committee  cordially  thank  him  for  all  the 
attention  ho  has  devoted  to  tho  work.  On  the  cover  is  a 
beautiful  and  artistic  group  in  silver,  representing 
the  figure  of  Charity;  this  has  been  most  kindly 
designed  by  Mr.  Solomon  J,  Solomon,  A. It. A.,  and 
tho  result  is  very  successful.  This  figure  of  Charity 
represents  a  mother  holding  a  cMld  in  her  arms.  At  her 
feet  is  a  giil  kneeling,  with  a  book  indicative  rf  the 
benefits  of  education,  and  an  aged  man,  kissing  in 
gratitude  the  hem  of  the  garment  of  Charity.  The 
album,  which  measuros  22in.  by  15in.,  and  about  4in.  in 
thickness,  is  bound  in  pale  blue  levant  morocco.  The 
silver  plaque,  designed  by  Mr.  Solomon,  A.R.A.,  is 
embedded  in  a  framework  of  leather.  The  decoration  of 
this  framework  consists  of  lines  worked  in  gold." 
 V -•-♦-•--<  

The  banquet  of  the  Friendly  Anglers  at  the  Hotel  Cecil 
on  Wednesday  night,  was  a  giand  affair.  I  hope  to  have 
something  to  say  about  this  old-established  and  up-to-date 
society  next  week. 

"  The  delegates  representing  the  Aberdeen  fishermen 
who  recently  made  a  tour  of  East  coast  and  Western  fishing 
ports,"  says  the  Western  Morning  Neivs,  "do  not  seem 
to  hue  been  greatly  impressed  ly  what  they  saw. 
According  to  an  Aberdeen  paper,  they  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  in  the  matter  of  fishing  gear  they 
had  nothing  to  learn  from  English  fishermen.  They, 
however,  admit  that  the  English  methods  of  treating  fish 
after  they  are  caught  are  superior  to  those  of  the 
Scotch  ports,  and  an  effort  will  probably  te  made  to 
improve  the  packing  of  the  fish,  and  to  expedite 
transports  to  southern  markets.  These  Scotch  delegates 
were  sent  out  at  the  expense  of  the  Aberdeen  County 
Council,  and,  amongst  other  places,  visited  Plymouth, 
Falmouth,  Penzance,  and  the  fishing  villages  in  Mount's 
Hay.  The  journey  was  no  doubt  instructive,  and  it  is 
possible  that  some  little  wrinkles  were  picked  up,  which 
may  suggest  to  the  fisher  folk  of  the  North  of  Scotland 
ideas  of  working  on  new  lines.  Whether  it  is  not  wcrth 
while  for  the  Devon  and  Cornwall  Sea  Fisheries'  Com- 
mittees t.i  adopt  a  similar  cours9  may  be  worth  consider- 
ing. Judging  by  the  last  report  of  the  Cornwall 
Committee,  the  fishermen  of  the  West  have  certainly  a 
great  deal  to  learn  as  to  methods  of  curing  fish,  and  turn- 
ing it  to  profitable  account  when  markets  are  glutted,  and 
prices  of  fresh  fish  are  low." 

Mr.  Johnson  :  "lam  told  that  the  wind  blows  quite 
strongly  here  at  times."  Yarmouth  Fisherman:  "Tell 
you  what's  a  fact.  I've  knowed  it  to  blow  for  twelve  days 
an'  nights  on  a  stretch,  an'  hold  a  sheep  up  against  the 
side  of  a  barn,  14ft.  from  the  ground,  all  that  time,  an' 
never  once  let  him  fall." 


The  Tlames  pours  1000  million  cubic  feet  of  water  into 
the  sea  in  the  course  of  every  twenty-four  hours. 

It  is  s'ated  that  oysters  10  inches  long  are  found  in 
New  Guinea. 


'  I  don't  see  what  fun  it  can  be  for  you  to  go  on  these 
fishing  expeditions  with  your  husband,"  said  her  best 
friend.  "  That's  because  you  don't  know  anything  about 
fishing,"  she  replied.  "  Do  ycu  ?  "  Oh,  yes,  indeed.  I 
can  sit  in  the  stern  of  the  boat  and  give  advice  with  the 
best  of  them  ;  and  when  a  fish  gets  away,  there's  no  one 
can  beat  me  telling  how  it  ought  to  have  been  landed." 

I  shouldn't  think  that  would  be  much  fun."  "  That's 
because  you  don't  know  how  angry  it  makes  my  husband." 

Gentleman  :  "  Been  fishing,  have  you  ?  Caught  any- 
thing :- "  Truants  fioaa  school:  "No,  sir!  we  haven't 
been  home  yet." 

 >♦»-<  

There  are  ten  rivers  in  this  country  called  Avon. 
 >  »  »  »<  

Cockney  (out  for  a  day's  fishing):  "  Is  this  a  good 
stream  for  trout  ?  "  Country  boy  :  "  'Es ;  but  it's  a  rare 
poor  un  for  fishermen." 

At  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society,  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  on  Monday  last,  there  was 
a  large  attendance  of  members.  Mr.  A.  Drinkwater  pre- 
E«  ijf  li  was  decide,i  t0  no]d  a  pike  competition  at 
Addlestone  on  Feb.  7,  two  \  rizes  being  given  by  the  club 
Four  new  members  were  proposed,  viz.,  Mr.  Blizzord  Mr 
Catford,  Mr.  Dempeey,  and  Mr.  Sinibaldi  (of  Teddiogton)' 


WISING  on  Thursday  (a  cold  but  beautifully  tine  day  m 
London),  Mr.  Bambridge  was  on  his  way  to  Monkey 
Island.  The  telegram,  handed  in  at  Surly  Hall,  read: 
"  Snowstorm  here  j  water  colouring." 

Two  would-be  anglers  made  a  let  for  a  peggel-down 
match.  The  match  was  on  a  well-known  South  Yorkshire 
river,  believed  to  abound  in  perch.  O.'s  friends  persuaded 
him  to  fish  with  a  worm  i  J.'s,  that  n  )thing  was  equal  t> 
a  minnow.  They  baited,  a  gun  was  fircl,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings  commenced.  The  enthusiasm  was  great,  the 
excitement  tr.  mendous.  After  tin  comparatively  short 
period  of  two  hours  anl  a  half,  in  an  easterly  wind,  with 
a  driving  cold  rain,  and  never  the  ghost  of  a  bite,  O. 
sprang  to  lis  feet  in  the  wildest  excitement,  and,  amid 
resounding  cheers  from  bis  friends,  said  be  had  got  a  bite  ! 
Great  was  tho  suspense  as  he  seized  his  rod  with  both 
hands  ;>  strike,  and  after  a  jause  that  looked  like  an  age, 
lie  struck,  and  yanked  out  J 's  minnow,  which,  being  tired 
and  hungry,  had  swal'owed  O.'s  worm. 

The  following  lines,  on  the  celebrity  of  the  Trent  for 
all  kinds  of  fish,  are  from  the  pen  of  Michael  Drayton, 
written  in  the  year  1612  : 

"  I  throw  my  crystal  arms  along  the  flowery  valleys, 
Which,  lying  sleek  and  smooth  as  any  garden  alleys, 
Do  give  me  leave  to  play,  whilst  they  do  court  my  streim, 
And  crown  my  winding  banks  with  many  an  anadem; 
My  silver-scaled  sculls  about  my  streams  do  sweep, 
New  in  the  shallow  fords,  now  in  the  falling  deep  : 
So  that  of  every  kind,  the  new  spawn'd  numerous  fry 
Seem  in  me  as  the  sands  that  on  my  shore  do  lie. 
Tho  barbel,  than  which  fish  a  braver  doth  not  swim, 
Nor  greater  for  the  ford  within  my  spacious  brim, 
X"i'  (newly  taken)  more  the  curious  taste  doth  please ; 
The  grayling,  whose  great  spawn  is  big  as  any  pease ; 
The  perch  with  pricking  fins,  against  the  pike  prepared, 
As  nature  had  thereon  bestowed  this  stronger  guard, 
His  daintiness  to  keep  (each  curious  palate's  proof) 
From  his  vile  ravenous  foe  :  next  him  I  name  the  ruff, 
His  very  near  ally,  and  both  for  sca'e  and  fin, 
In  taste,  and  for  his  bait  (indeed)  his  next  of  kin, 
The  pretty  slender  dare,  of  many  cill'd  the  dace, 
Within  my  liquid  g'ass,  when  Phopbu3  looks  his  face, 
Oft  swiftly  as  he  swims,  his  silver  belly  shows, 
But  with  such  nimble  flight,  that  ere  ye  can  disclose 
His  shape,  out  of  your  sight  like  lightning  he  is  shot ; 
The  ttout  by  nature  mark'd  with  many  a  cr'mson  spot, 
As  though  she  curious  were  in  him  above  the  rest, 
And,  of  fresh-water  fish,  did  note  him  for  the  best ; 
The  roach,  whose  common  kind  to  every  flood  doth  fall ; 
The  chub  (whose  nea'er  name  which  some  a  chevin  call), 
Food  to  the  tyrant  pike  (most  being  in  bis  power), 
Who  for  their  numeious  s.ore  he  most  doth  them  devour; 
The  lusty  salmon  then,  from  Neptune's  wat'ry  realm, 
When  as  his  season  serves,  stemming  my  tideful  stream, 
Then  being  in  his  kind,  in  me  his  pleasure  takes, 
(For  whom  the  fisher  then  all  other  game  forsakes) 
Which,  bending  of  himself  to  th'  fashion  of  a  ring, 
Above  the  forced  wears,  himself  do'h  nimbly  fling, 
And  often  when  the  net  hath  dragg'd  him  safe  to  land, 
Is  seen  by  natural  force  to  'scape  his  murderer's  har  d ; 
Whose  grain  doth  rise  in  flakes,  with  fatness  interlarded, 
Of  many  a  liquorish  lip,  that  highly  is  regarded. 
And  Humber,  to  whose  waste  I  pay  my  wat'ry  store, 
Me  of  her  sturgeons  sends,  that  I  thereby  the  more 
Should  have  my  beauties  grae'd  with  something  from  him 
sent ; 

Not  Ancum's  siiver'd  eel  excelleth  that  of  Trent ; 

Tho'  the  sweet-smelling  smelt  be  more  in  Thames  than  me, 

The  lamprey,  and  his  lesse,  in  Severn  general  be  ; 

The  flounder  smooth  and  flat,  in  other  rivers  caught, 

Perhaps  in  greater  store,  yet  better  are  not  thought : 

The  dainty  gudgeon",  loche,  the  minnow,  and  the  bleak, 

Since  they  but  little  are,  I  little  need  to  speak 

Of  them,  nor  doth  it  fit  me  much  of  those  to  reck, 

Which  everywhere  are  found  in  every  little  beck  ; 

Nor  of  the  crayfish  here,  which  creeps  amongst  my  stones, 

Fiom  all  the  rest  alone,  whose  shell  is  all  his  bones : 

For  carp,  the  tench,  and  bream,  my  other  stores  among, 

To  like  j  and  standing  pools  that  chiefly  do  belong, 

Here  scouring  in  my  fords,  feed  in  my  waters  clear, 

Are  muddy  fish,  in  ponds,  to  that  which  they  are  heie  " 


Lovers  of  birds  will  read  with  interest  the  article  upon 
'•  Rooks  and  Their  Ways,"  which  appears  in  the  new  issue 
of  the  Edinburgh  Review.  As  a  rule,  the  inhabitants  of 
a  rookery  are  very  far  from  being  one  united  happy  family. 
There  are,  it  seems,  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  rooks  as 
well  as  men.  In  some  trees  the  nests  are  wide  apart  as 
detached  villas,  in  others  they  are  so  closely  picked 
together  that  it  is  hard  to  enter  at  one  door  without  en- 
croaching on  the  threshold  of  the  next,  as  if  they  all 
belonged  to  one  family  or  a  party  of  near  relations;  but 
whether  near  or  wide  apart  the  inmates  are  a  quarrelsome 
race.  There  is  much  fighting  over  the  possession  of  old 
nests,  or  the  building  of  new  ones,  and  sometimes  if  a  pair 
leave  their  work  for  a  moment  they  may  return  to  find 
their  whole  house  plundered  or  demolished. 

Every  observer  of  country  life,  and  amongst  them  will 
be  the  Amateur  Angler,"  must  often  have  witnessed  a 
great  flock  of  rooks  all  busily  feeding  in  a  meadow 
suddenly,  without  any  apparent  cause,  rise  high  into  the 
air  with  much  vociferous  cawing,  and  then,  after  wheeling 
round  and  round  for  a  time,  all  at  once  drop  quickly  down 
to  terra  firma  again.  Country  people  say  that  the  subject 
ot  all  the  noisy  talk  is  the  weather,  and  that  the  conclave 
torbodes  ram,  but  weeks  of  sunshine  often  belie  the  augury 
of  such  prophets.  The  writer  of  the  article  prefers  thee 
notion  that  '  after  a  good  dinner  the  birds  merely  go  up 
to  the  drawing  room  for  a  pleasant  chat." 


In  the  Strand  Magazine,  says  W.  C.  P.,  is  reproduced 
curious  photo,  of  myriads  of  caplin,  a  small  fish  about  th 
size  of  a  sardine,  which  having  come  inshore  to  spawn, 
have  been  forced  high  and  dry  out  of  the  water  by  I ' 
numbers  behind — literally  "  crowded  out  through  lack 
space."  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  actually  been  the  eye 
witness  of  such  an  episode,  but  I  can  conscientiously  lay 
my  hand  on  my  watoh  pocket  and  solemnly  affirm  that  a 
few  years  ago  I  road  of  a  canal  so  ram-jam  full  of  fish — 
roach,  I  believe — that  the  waterway  was  simply  one  living, 
wriggling,  hustling  mass.  Anyhow,  the  canal  was  so  full 
of  these  fish  that  whenever  a  canal  barge  came  along 
several  thousands  of  the  roach  had  to  get  out  of  the  '  anal 
and  sit  on  the  bank  to  let  it  go  past.  I'm  sorry  I  haven't 
a  photo,  of  that. 

 >  -  «  -  <  

Tins  is  a  bit  of  angling  in  West  Australia :  "  Mr.  Stowe, 
of  Kalgoorlie,  has  succeeded  in  making  a  record  for  this 
season  by  landing  a  king-fish,  after  a  splendid  struggle  of 
nearly  half  an  hour.  1  he  fish  weighed  581b.  Mr.  Stowe 
also  caught  the  beet  bream  for  tho  season,  weighing 
31b.  15oz.  There  are  a  good  number  of  anglers  here  at 
present,  and  all  of  them  are  getting  splendid  catches. 
Mr.  Henne  landed  forty-eight  fish  of  various  kinds  and 
sizes  in  two  hours." 

)>ii( 

I  GATnER  from  the  Cirencester  Timex  that  "roach 
have  been  among  the  pike."  It  is  generally  the  other  way 
about.  "  Mr.  W.  C.  Roach,  of  the  Burley  Angling  Club, 
Leeds,  has  been  taking  his  annual  sport  at  the  Abbey 
Fishpond,  and  experiencing  his  usual  good  luck.  On 
Tuesday  he  landed  a  pike  which  scaled  9|lb. ;  and  on 
Wednef day  caught  tinpike  averaging  3 Jib. — a  nice  level 
lot  in  prime  condition.  Twelve  months  ago  Mr.  Roach 
landed  fr^m  the  same  pond  a  pike  weighing  23|lb." 


The  sea  varies  in  depth  as  much  as  the  surface  of  the 
land  varies  in  height.  In  the  Channel  between  England 
and  France,  the  depth  does  not  exceed  400  feet ;  in  the 
Baltic,  between  Germany  and  Sweden,  the  depth  is  only 
120  feet ;  the  Adriatic,  letween  Venice  and  Trieste, 
130  feet.  But  on  the  south-west  coast  of  Ireland  tho 
depth  is  2000  feet.  On  the  coasts  of  Spain  the  d^pth  is 
6000  feet.  South  of  Nantucket,  on  ti  e  coast  of  North 
America,  the  depth  is  over  7800  feet.  The  greatest  depths 
are  met  with  in  the  South  Seas.  To  the  west  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  the  depth  is  over  16,000  feet ;  to  the  west 
of  St.  Helena,  27,000  feet. 


To  a  Street  Sprinkler. 
Sprinkle,  sprinkle,  great  big  cart, 

Up  and  down  the  sloppy  mart. 
Sprinkle,  be  it  cold  or  hot, 

Wet  or  dry,  it  matters  not. 
What  though  wheelmen  wail  and  weep, 

Keep  the  mud  two  inches  deep. 
Let  'er  flicker  in  a  flood, 

Streets  were  made  for  mixing  mud. 
Ere  the  golden  sun  is  set, 

Make  the  streets  so  dog-gone  wet. 
Those  who,  in  the  gloaming  dim, 

Try  to  ride  will  have  to  swim. 
Let  'em  sizzle,  day  by  day  ; 

What  are  streets  for,  anyway  ? 
Your  job  is  to  keep  'em  wet, 

And  you  get  there,  too,  you  bet. 

Soak  'em  to  your  heart's  content, 

Till  some  genius  shall  invent 
Some  new  wheel  to  sail  the  street, 

With  fins  and  flippers  and  web-feet. 

—L.  A.  W.  bulletin. 

A  sea  captain  tells  of  his  sailing  in  southern  seas  where 
flying  fish  abound.  They  would  sometimes  in  their  flight 
in  the  night  come  aboard  the  ship  and  drop  to  tho  deck. 
He  had  three  cits  that,  though  they  weio  lying  asleep 
below,  would  hear  the  sound  whenever  a  fish  struck  the 
deck,  and  would  rush  up  to  get  it.  They  distinguished 
this  fron  all  other  sounis.  Tho  crew  tried  to  imitate  it 
in  various  ways,  but  could  not  deceive  the  cat  \ 

The  Yellow  River  is  styled  the  "  Sorrow  of  China."  It 
is  estimated  that  its  floods  in  the  present  century  have  cost 

China  eleven  million  lives. 

Thk  Fifth  Annual  Yachting  Exhibition  will  open  on 
Tuesday  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  will  bo  a  hrrge  mi 
interesting  disp'ay.  Special  novelties  in  steam  launches, 
new  forms  of  folding  boats,  and  broad  and  narrow  canoes 
of  the  American,  Canadian,  and  English  sort,  some 
excellent  models,  and  a  grand  collection  of  river  craft  are 
among  the  features  of  the  Exhibition.  The  angling 
contests  of  "Rod  v.  Man"  will  be  given  daily  in  the 
annexe,  and  "  The  Water  Derby,"  an  amusing  sketch,  will 
be  included  in  the  swimmers'  programme.  The  stage 
entertainments  are  excellent,  and  will  be  augmented  next 
week. 


_  The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of.the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  1,  at 
the  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Cpvent  Garden. 
An  early  attendance  (eight  sharp)  is  requ:sted,  as  impor- 
tant business  will  lie  discussed. 

i  On  the  same  night  the  Collingwood  Anglers  have  a 
"visit"  at  their  new  homo— the  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-street,  S.E.  I  was  asked  to  preside,  but  on 
account  of  so  many  engagements  on  that  night— I  could 
only  promise  to  "drop  in"  ero  I  entered  tho  porhils  of 
the  house  occasionally  occupied  by  Draonet. 
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Jiotes  from  tije  flortf). 

Another  blizzard,  and  this  time  a  "  whapper,"  las 
been  filling  the  corries  of  the  Grampians  and  completing 
the  work  left  undone  by  the  Christmas  storm.  The  benetit 
of  the  present  storm  will  be  felt  through  the  early  spring 
and  after,  but  we  fear  much  for  the  prospects  of  an  early 
run  of  spring  fish  on  the  other  hand. 

The  weather  has  been  dead  against  the  Tay  anglers, 
save  for  a  couple  of  days  or  so  last  week,  when  a  fine  fish 
of  2Glb.  was  got  on  the  loch  by  Mr.  H.  Thorns,  while 
another  of  271b.  was  had  by  Mr.  Ure  ;  Dr.  Allum,  Stirling, 
had  also  one  of  201b.,  while  a  few  of  lesser  weight  were 
got  both  on  the  Tay  and  Loch  Tay. 

The  Lochy,  a  tiibutaryof  the  Avon,  a  highland  feeder 
of  the  Spey,  is  to  be  stocked  with  ova  from  the  Tweed. 
Already  15,000  eggs  have  been  obtained,  and  have  teen 
deposited  in  the  mountain  stream.  Some  years  ago  there 
was  a  rush  for  ova  from  the  Deveron,  Tay,  and  other 
streams  which  carry  heavy  salmon,  for  the  purpose  of 
stocking  the  Dee  with  fresh  blood.  The  Marquis  of 
Huntly,  on  the  advice  of  Professor  Ewart,  Edinburgh, 
set  h's  face  against  the  practice,  and  it  was  dropped,  the 
hatcheries  being  stocked  with  ova  from  the  upper  reaches 
of  the  river,  which  practice  has  been  regularly  continued. 
There  are  advantages  and  disadvantages  in  a  cross,  but 
the  odds  are  against  "  foreign  "  impottations  in  the  eyes 
of  scientists,  who  go  in  for  nursing  the  home  brand  as  the 
surest  and  most  esononvical  way  of  stock  raising. 


The  Duke  of  Fife's  Deeside  now  residence  is  Bearing 
completion.  It  will  be  recollected  that  His  Grace's 
Highland  residence  was  totally  destroyed  by  tire  in  1895. 
No  time  was  lost  in  getting  the  new  building  underway, 
the  foundation  store  having  bcei  laid  the  same  year  by 
Her  Ma  jesty  the  Queen,  No  more  picturesque  site  could 
be  selected  for  a  shooting  lodge,  and  everything  else  is  in 
keeping  with  the  magnificent  sits  and  the  royal  lady  who 
piesides  over  its  weal.  That  she  holds  the  record  on 
Deeside  as  the  first  among  lady  anglers,  will  not,  in  the 
eyes  of  the  fraternity,  in  the  least  detract  from  the  genuine 
interest  felt  in  her  new  abode. 


The  Invercanld  Arms,  Braemar,  so  long  under  the 
management  of  the  McGregors,  passes  at  Whitsunday  to 
Mr.  Jamea  Gregor,  late  manager  of  the  Alexander  Hotel, 
Oban.   


?  A  correspondent  last  week  asked,  anent  the  recipe  for 
Athol  brose,  if  the  meal  used  should  be  rough  or  fine.  In 
the  north  of  Scotland  the  meal  is  usually  of  what  would 
be  considered  fine,  loagh  ground  or  milled  meal  being  at  a 
discount.  I  have  seen  meal  in  Edinburgh,  and  in  London, 
too,  like  cross-cut  sawdust,  but  such  would  te  considered 
unpalatable  in  the  north,  where  the  milling  of  the  staple 
food  of  the  people  has  b9en  reduced  to  a  fine  art. 


Although  Athol  brose  may  be  made  1  y  a  mixture  of 
honey  and  whisky  with  uncooked  meal,  yet  tie  real  Athol 
brose  is  made  by  pouring  boiling  water  right  from  the 
kettle  on  to  the  meal,  to  which  a  pinch  of  salt  has  been 
added,  then  stirring  in  the  honey,  and  then  adding  a  glass 
or  two  of  whisky.  In  olden  times  this  was  the  chief  item 
in  the  menu  at  the  harvest  home  supper. 

From  inquiries  made  there  is  not  a  single  fishery  on  the 
Dee  of  any  importance  unlet  at  the  present  moment. 
Blacklaws,  who  had  the  Commonty  last  two  seasons,  is  out 
of  it  this  year,  as  Mr.  Watson,  who  rents  the  north  bank 
right  opposite,  ha3  taken  it  up  so  as  to  make  his  own 
fishing  the  more  exclusive.  Mr.  Mann,  of  the  Giand 
Hotel,  again  has  the  Crathes  waters;  and  Mr.  Smith, 
Feughside,  the  upper  Blackball  fishery. 


Mr.  Thomas  Jamieson,  F.I.C.,  has  just  completed  an 
exhaustive  analysis  of  the  Aberdeen  water  supply,  which 
shows  the  remarkable  purity  of  the  Dee  water  when  com- 
pared with  the  water  of  Lakes  Thirlemere  and  Katerine, 
which  are  regarded  as  models  of  purity.  The  purity  of 
the  Dee  has  not  a  little  to  do  with  its  success  as  a  salmon 
river.  _ 

"  Cut  his  throat  and  cast  him  forrit,"  is  the  fisherman's 
word  on  the  Moray  Firth.  The  reference  is  to  fish  caught 
by  the  hook,  and  to  the  practice  which  has  prevailed  among 
them  for  forty  years  and  more,  viz.,  that  of  bleeding  the 
fish  as  soon  as  they  were  hauled  into  the;  boat.  I  have 
,  often  noticed  old  keepers  cutting  the  gill  of  the  salmon  in 
addition  to  knocking  it  on  the  head.  ft  is  believed  to 
improve  the  flavour;  a1;  least  it  makes  the  fish  firmer,  and 
there  is  no  doubt  it  will  keep  longer. 

1  A  young  man  met  with  his  death  after  a  most  tragic 
manner  in  the  forest  of  Kintail  a  week  or  so  ago.  Bping 
chased  by  some  keepers  while  deer  poaching,  he  suddenly 
disappeared,  and  his  b  dy  was  found  near  the  spot  by  a 
search  party  some  days  after.  It  is  supposed  lie  had 
dropped  down  from  heart  disease. 

The  total  produce  of  the  sea  fisheries  for  Scotland  for 
last  year  was  of  the  value  of  £1,(147,031,  being  £182,007 
less  than  in  1895,  but  1'12,2J5  more  than  in  1894.  The 
total  for  Aberdeen  was  £379,351,  to  which  the  value  of  the 
salmon  fishing  has  to  be  added. 

i  Mr.  James  Hrown  ba?  secured  the  RuthiesSon  Fishings, 
io  long  leased  by  Mr.  John  Clark,  who  has  given  them  up. 
These  .are  Ihe  only  inland  fishings  on  the  Dee.  Between 
'the  tidal  reaches  and  Bauchcry  there  used  to  be  eighteen 
nets  plying  at  the  same  Timber  of  stations  ;  but  the  Dee- 


side Salmon  Fishery  Improvement  Association  have  now 
bought  them  all  up.  It  costs  £700  odd  in  annual  rental  to 
meet  the  proprietor's  demand  ;  but  it  pays. 

Another  new  distillery  is  about  to  be  erected  in  the 
Upper  Speyside  district.  They  are  springing  up  like 
mushrooms  in  a  hot  heJ.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  a  new 
one  was  opened  at  Kingussie,  and  now  this  other  one  is  to 
be  erected  at  Dalwhinnie  Station.  It  is  to  be  c  illed  the 
"  Strathspey,"  and  contracts  have  been  taken  in  for  it 
exceeding  £10,000.   

It  is  not  the  distillery  we  object  to,  it  is  the  pollution 
which  follows  in  its  wake.  Not  the  pollution  of  addled 
brains  by  too  much  whisky  drinking,  but  the  pollution  of 
the  refusei  tank,  and  all  the  other  abominations  which  such 
a  manufactory  liberally  discharges  into  our  salmon  and 
trout  streams.  Of  course,  preciutions  will  bo  taken,  but 
no  precautions  are  ever  so  satisfactory  in  the  main  as  the 
precaution  to  prevent  their  erection  on  the  banks  of  any 
salmon  river  whatever.   


Mrs.  Leith  Hay,  of  Leithall,  was  buried  last  week  in 
the  churchyard  of  Kennethmont.  The  deceased  lady  was 
well  known  as  one  of  the  best  hostesses  in  Aberdeenshire, 
dispensing  her  hospitality  in  a  quiet  unobtrusive  fashion, 
and  taking  an  active  interest  in  all  matters  interesting  to 
ladies  in  the  county.  She  died  at  Edinburgh  on  the  18th 
inst.  On  the  coffin  were  wreaths  from  Mrs.  Warrin gton 
Wood,  Mrs.  Fleming  Hamilton,  and  others. 

Special  Scotch. 


Iprovinctal  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

The  fifth  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  Birminghau 
Arms   Hotel,   Smitbfiell,  on    Thursday  evening  last, 
Jan.  21.     Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
occupied  the  vice-chair.      The  meeting  was  the  best 
attended  the  society  had  ever  held.    The  minutes  of  the 
committee  meetings  held  during  the  past  year  were  read 
and  passed  with  very  little  discussion.    The  chief  portion 
of  the  minutes  related  to  the  grants  made  in  cases  of 
death,  and  also  to  members  who  had  fallen  into  distressed 
circumstances;  and  another  item  was  the  acquiring  a 
challenge  cup  to  be  fished  for  at  the  annual  contests. 
The  resolution  dealing  with  tli ;  matter  was  unanimously 
approved  of,  several  of  the  clubs  intimating  that  their 
member's  were  willing  anil  ready  to  become  subscribers, 
and  one  representative  stated  that  his  club  had  sanctioned 
a  levy  to  be  macle  upon  the  members.    Everything  looks 
favourable  to  a  very  good  silver  cup  being  obtained. 
The  secretary  gave  in  a  financial  report  of  the  society. 
This  went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  £30  had  been  placed 
to  the  credit  of  the  society  during  the  last  six  months, 
and  that  during  the  same  period  the  sum  of  £7  2s.  Od. 
had  been  granted  to  members,  &c.    The  strength  had 
increased  to  close  upon  500  members,  and  the  whole 
amount  of  the  funds  in  hand  amounted  to  about  £215, 
£208  lis.  Gd.  being  placed  in  the  bank  to  the  credit  of  the 
society.    This  report  was  substantiated  by  the  treasurer, 
who  stated  that  in  no  single  instance  had  one  farthing 
been  taken  from  the  bank  since  the  account  had  been 
opened,  which  was  some  five  years  ago.    The  report  was 
adopted.    The  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  was 
next  proceeded  with.     Mr.   T.  Coles  was  re-elected 
president,  and  Mr.  C.  White  vice-president ;  secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Rabone ;   treasurer,   Mr.   C.   White ;  trustees, 
Messrs.  J.  Hughes  and  A.  G.  Hall;  auditors,  Messrs. 
Fester  and  Page;  and  the  following  gentlemen  were 
elected    to    form    the    committee  :    Messrs.  Fgerton, 
Travellers'  Rest ;  Spalding,  Bellbam  ;  Wc3ton,  Lamp  ; 
Foster,   Deritend  ;   Wilcox,   Loyells  Falcon ;  Randall, 
Hearts  of  Oak  ;  Jolly,  Queen's  Arms;  Holding,  Severn- 
street;    Wright,    Sc.   John's;    Mimas,    Izaak  Walton; 
Bailey,  Junction  ;  Simkiss,  Hawthorn  ;  Ainge,  Convivial ; 
Shale,  Rose  and  Crown  ;  Pearsall,  Alliance  ;  Whittington, 
Oak;  Glover,  Anglers'  Pride;  Tolladay,  Albion  Greet; 
Westbury,  Junction  ;  Garner,  Bellbarn.  The  apportioning 
of  the  committee  to  the  fonr  divisions  will  be  arranged  at  the 
next  committee  meeting.    A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers 
and  committee  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close.  A 
Shakesperian  recital  will  be  given  by  Mr.  Scrirnpshire  at 
the  Oak  Tavern,  Landsdown-strcet,  Winson  Green,  on 
Sunday  evening  next,  Jan.  31,  tho  play  selected  will  be 
"Hamlet."    The  first  meeting  of  the  new  committee  of 
the  Birmingham  Associat'on  will  bo  held  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  when  business  of  a  very  important  nature, 
together  with  the  applications  for  affiliation,  will  b'  ccn- 
sidered.    A  committee  will  be  appointed  to  visit  all  ne  v 
clubs  applying  for  admission  to  the  association.  Tin 
G>.oI  Intent  Society  is  making  rapid  progress,  and  have 
every  prospect  of  being  over  100  stroug_  before  long, 
according  .to  the  present  late  they  are  making  member*. 
The  members  of  this  club  turn  up  in  strong  foreo  on  their 
meeting  nights,  for  even  at  tho  present  time  of  the  year 
about  sixty  of  the  members  on  always  be  found  in  the 
club-room.    My  old  friend,  Dick  Vanu,  makes  an  excellent 
chairman,  and  knows  how  to  keep  his  members  together, 
We  are  in  the  hands  of  King  Frost,  and  under  the  circum- 
stances fishing  is  at  a  standstill. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

There  has  been  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  sine)  my  last  notes 
were  despatched,  but  up  tD  the  time  of  writing  ( Wodnoday 
evening)  this  has  mad'-  little  difference  to  the  condition  of 
the  waters.  Owinj  to- the  excessively  cold  weather  very 
few  anglers  have  ventured  out.  Those,  however,  who 
have  braved  the  elements  this  week  have  met  with  a  fair 


measure  of  success.  The  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham, 
the  Forty-foot,  and  the  Bargate  Drain,  at  Boston,  have 
provided  as  good  sport  as  any.  Several  lots  of  pike  have 
been  accounted  for,  but  the  fish,  as  a  rule,  have  run  small, 
nothing  above  Gib.  having  been  mentioned.  Although  it 
has  been  too  cold  for  roach  fishing,  one  angler  following 
this  class  of  sport  made  a  bag  of  171b.  in  one  of  the  drains 
near  Boston.  Severe  frost  has  set  'n  in  the  Feu  district, 
and  many  of  tho  smaller  drains  were  icebound  during  the 
middle  of  the  present  week. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  so  very  winterly  in  this  district 
for  the  p ist  week  or  so,  and  the  River  Hull  and  its 
tributaries  in  such  a  flooded  condition,  that  few  anglers 
have  been  out ;  on  the  other  hand,  our  local  societies 
are  extremely  busy  in  holding  their  annual  gatherings, 
meetings,  smokers,  election  of  officers,  and  arianging 
matters  for  the  ensuing  season.  On  Wednesday,  Jan.  2ii, 
the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  held  their 
annual  smoking  concert  at  the  Queen's  Hotel,  at 
which  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Barker,  presented  the 
annual  prizes  for  specimen  fish  caught  during  the  season 
of  189G  to  the  successful  competitors.  The  awards  were 
as  follows:  Trout,  Mr.  P.  Doyle,  Hull  Town  A.S.  ; 
bream,  Mr.  R.  Clark,  Albert  A. A. ;  roach— first,  Mr. 
W.  Daddy,  Excelsior  A.S.  ;  second,  Mr.  K.  Ash- 
well,  Hull  Juniors ;  third,  Mr.  J.  Williams,  Hull 
Founders  A.S.  ;  dace— first  to  Mr.  C.  Turner,  Hull 
Founders  A.S.  ;  and  second  to  Mr.  Clark,  Albert 
A. A.  The  next  council  meeting  will  be  held  at 
headquarters  on  Wednesday,  Feb.  3,  and  at  which  it  is 
expected  the  matter  of  weighing-in  under  sized  fish  at 
matches  will  be  discussed.  The  Alexandra  Angling 
Association,  also  on  the  same  evening,  held  their  tenth 
annual  tea,  soiree,  and  ball,  at  the  Kipon  Hall,  Hull, 
which  was  a  most  enthusiastic  affair.  About  130  sat  down 
to  tea,  and  altogether  it  was  a  very  enjoyable  and  success- 
ful undertaking,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  the  com- 
mittee of  management.  The  officers  elected  for  1897  are  : 
President,  Mr.  C.  Kemp;  treasurer.  Mr.  Johnson;  and 
secretary,  Mr.  Scott.  The  annual  dinner  of  the  Naviga- 
tion Angling  Society  will  take  place  at  the  White  Horse 
Hotel,  Carr  Line,  Hull,  on  Feb.  10.  At  the  annual 
general  meeting  of  the  Hull  Albion  Angling  Association, 
after  arranging  several  matters  of  interest  for  the  forth- 
coming season,  Mr.  J.  H.  Turner  was  elected  president 
for  1897 ;  Mr.  W.  Mackay,  vice-president;  Mr.  J.  Walsh, 
treasurer;  and  Mr.  J.  Lawsou,  secretary.  Their  first 
match  will  be  held  at  Patriugtou  Haven,  on  Good 
Friday.  The  Universal  Angling  Association  will  hold 
their  twenty-fifth  annual  dinner  at  the  Marrow  Hone  mil 
Cleaver,  in  Fetter-lane,  Hull,  on  Feb.  17.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Osborne  Angling  Association,  Mr.  R. 
Goodin  was  presented  with  the  club's  medal  for  most 
points  in  matches  during  the  past  season,  and  the  officers 
were  elected  as  follows:  President,  Mr.  0.  Matthews; 
treasurer,  Mr.  .1.  Bell;  and  secretary,  Mr.  G.  E.  C. 
Nanweger.  On  Monday  next,  Feb.  1,  the  Saudi  iugham 
Angling  and  Recreation  Society  will  hold  their  annual 
general  meeting  at  headquarters  to  elect  officers  and 
arrange  other  important  matters  for  the  forthcoming 
season. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

This  county  was  once  famous  for  its  cotton  industries, 
but  now — well,  just  at  present — blizzards  and  other  luxuries, 
and  at  present  we  are  frozen  out  of  the  waters  and 
starved  out  of  our  spoit.  A  few  days  ago  a  few  tried  to 
get  in  a  day,  but  .lack  Frost  licked  em,  and  they  ad- 
journed to  a  warmer  shop  to  recuperate  on  good  fare.  It 
is  on  record  that  all  they  k  it  was  a  fork  and  one  pickled 
onion,  and  mine  host  felt  thankful  to  get  the  fork. 
Sale  is  hardly  in  this  county,  but  practically  is  a 
part  of  it.  Well,  it  comes  out  they  have-  a  club 
there,  and  a  very  good  ono,  too,  but  until  a  few 
days  since  no  one  knew  of  its  existence.  Tho 
executive  is  a  strong  one,  and  contains  the  names  of 
several  well  known  anriers.  On  the  2Gth,  Mr.  Ilarrop  gave 
his  long  promised  lecture  to  the  Levenshulme  anglers  on 
"  Man's  Place  in  Nature."  Tho  attendance  was  good,  and 
the  lecture  much  enjoyed.  The  seventh  annual  dinner 
takes  place  next  month  at  headquarters.  Several  promi- 
nent anglers  are  strongly  advocating  the  establishment  of 
an  anglers'  benevolent  association,  and  certainly  they  have 
a  good  cause  to  advocate.  Mr.  Hall,  Stilybridge,  is  con- 
vinced that  they  are  going  to  have  a  right  down  good 
season  in  1897,  alidades  being  bent  on  attaining  ono 
common  object,  and  that  is  sport. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Spoit  among  tho  tinny  tribes  in  Leicestershire  and  tie 

adjoining  counties  has  again  fallen  almost  below  zero  in 
consequence  of  tho  extremely  rough  weather  which  wo 
have  had  t )  endure  during  tlio  last  fort  night .  The  biting 
winds  and  heavy  snowstorms  have,  with  slight  exception, 
deterred  even  the  hardest  follower  of  tho  spoit  from 
indulging.  Tho  streams  in  all  parts  of  the  district  have 
been  untishablo  this  week,  and  sp  irt  away  from  Leicester 
may  be  described  as  a  complete  blank.  The  waters  at 
Aylestono  and  at  other  portions  of  the  L  ieester 
Angling  Society's  preserves,  where  the  streams  run  too 
fast  for  them  to  freeze,  have  yielded  a  few  roach.  Mr. 
Cave  Oftptnrtd 01b. .  one  specimen  in  tho  basket  weighing 
lib.  (ioz.  ;  Mr.  Wilkt'  was  conspicuous  on  two  occasions 
with  takes  of  61b.  and  Gib.  ;  Mr.  Kid  took  51b.;  Mr. 
Primd,  7lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  Gib.    Ah  far  as  could  be 

ascertained,  the  above  constituted  the  whola  of  the  sport 

obtained  lately  at  the  river  near  Leicester.  Not  a  single 
attempt  Inn  been  made  to  deal  destruction  among  t lie 
[like,  which  specks  has  bo  far  t  his  i-o.i son  not  been  .11.-1  ui  bed 
to  any  great  extent.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  waters 
are  still  frozen  over,  and  the  chances  oi  sport  arc  gloomy 
indeed. 
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3ixul,  modeaak  Janice^. 

Per  in  an  ait  Protection  from  Chill. 

JAEGER 


"Health  Culture"  &  Jaeger  Cqy.'s  Price  List  sent  free. 

JAEGER  DEPOTS 

3  and  4,  PRINCES-ST.,  CAVENDJSH-SQ.  (near  Regent-circus) 
,rt  Q     12?.  KKG E N T-iSTREET  (near  the  Quadrant). 
30,  8LOANE-STREET  (adjoining  McPherson's  Gymnasin 
456,  STKAND  (near  Trafalgar-square) 
85  and  86,  CHEAPSIDE  (near  King-street). 
TAILORING  (only):- 
42.  CONDUIT-STREET,  NEW  BOND-STREET,  W. 
hr  Jaeger  goods  are  sold  in  many  Towns.    Address  s< 
tr.,m  Jaeger  Co.'s  Head  Office,  :>K  Milton  Street. E.C 
TRADE  MARK        ~  TESTED 

rNDERWEAR.  /^ifi^k  PURE  WOOL 


a). 


A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS. 


Consomme  and  French  Souds. 


Maggi  s 
CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tubes, 
Is.  8d. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  10£d. 


Maggi's 

French  Soups 

(33  Varieties). 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is.  id. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  7d. 


Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  ba  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19, 1896. 
Please  send  me  as  Boon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  Consomme.   We  have  found  the 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Rifles,  A.  D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  19,  1896. 
I  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con- 
sidered.  The  Consomme'  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Rdssell-Jeafferson,  F.R.G.S.,  4c. 

OP  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET 

LONDON,  W., 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consommfi  may  be  tasted  daily. 
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The  "  Field,"  June,  1892. 


"It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  by  anglers  that  it  is  to  Messrs.  HARDY,  of  Alnwick, 
re  owe  the  supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  rod  makers.    .    .    .    They  have  loft  all  competitors 

hopelessly  behind.''' 

"  Land  and  Water,"  1891. 

"Messrs.  HARDY  are,  we  believe,  the  largest  makers  of  built-Cane  rods  in  the  world,  and  the  medals 
(hey  have  gained  show  how  much  the  angler  is  indebted  to  this  firm  for  a  great  number  of  improve- 
ments in  fishing  appliances." 

"  Daily  News,"  February  18th,  1892. 

"  Until  HARDY  BROTHERS,  at  their  manufactory  at  Alnwick,  took  up  the  making  of  split-cane  rods,  we  had  to  endure 
the  reproach  of  being  far  behind  the  American  makers  ;  but  the  best  rods  of  this  class  in  the  world  are  now  produced  at  the 

Alnwick  Establishment." 

The  "  Field,"  National  Fisheries'  Exhibition,  March,  1894. 

"  HARDY'S  rods  ia  these  days,  like  the  good  wines  of  the  proverb,  need  no  bush  " 

HARDY  BROS,,  ALNWICK. 

RETAIL  BRANCHES :  5,  South  St.  David  Street,  Edinburgh;  and  12  to  14,  Moult  Street.  Manchester. 

LONDON:  61,  Pall  Mall. 
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FROM  MANCHESTER. 
New  clubs  are  being  heard  of  every  week,  no  less  than 
four  new  ones  since  1897  came  in.  Of  course,  anyone  has 
a  light  to  start  a  club,  but  what  has  caused  such  a  demand 
for  new  ventures  ?  It  had  been  hoped  that  the  spirit  of 
unrest  in  the  city  and  its  suburbs  had  subsided,  but 
evidently  many  want  new  homes.  In  the  roll-call  of  the 
County  Palatine  Angling  Association  will  be  found  the 
names  of  many  old  clubs  who  for  years  have  severed 
their  connection  with  the  local  body  they  once  b^onged 
to.  Old  heads  are  wagging  sagely  at  the  future, 
and  wisely  saying  little  or  no'hing  about  it;  and 
better  it  is  so,  for  however  gooi  our  intentions  (and 
they  always  were  good)  ditficulti  s  come  <f  themselves, 
and  not  wanted  by  any  of  us.  Speaking  of  new  clubs,  it  is 
pleasing  to  find  that  those  who  have  only  lived  one  jear 
have  lived  it  well,  and  finish  with  a  balance  in  hand  and  a 
satisfactory  record ;  the  Sun  Society  is  a  notable  example 
of  this.  Amongst  the  list  of  officers  of  the  Baldwin  Club 
we  notice  the  names  of  several  well-known  anglers,  and 
the  same  applies  to  the  new  officers  of  the  Son.  In  the 
Hulme  Crown  we  find  Mr.  J.  J.  Athertou  in  the 
chair,  the  treasurer  is  still  friend  Peacock  (mine  host), 
and  the  secretary,  Mr.  Turner,  still  remains  in  his  office. 
The  Hulme  Crown  evidently  have  officials  they  can  rely 
on  to  look  after  things.  One_  of  the  "  Kingfishers',"  Mr. 
Prcscott,  has  had  a  splendid  gold  chronometer  watch 
presented  to  him  by  his  own  trade  and  masters'  associa- 
tion, of  which  ha  is  hon.  sec.  Despite  statements  to  the 
contrary,  the  Wellington  A.S.  is  still  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  and  likely  to  render  a  good  account  of 
itself  in  the  near  future.  The  Royal  Walton  Society 
—now  100  strong — is  bidding  fair  to  demand  respect, 
even  if  numbers  are  depended  on,  but  they  have  a 
strong  list,  ornamental  perhaps,  of  fifteen  vice- 
presidents,  from  whom  much  is  expected  in  influence. 
Stocking  is  to  be  a  prominent  item  in  their  programme, 
and  a  first  order  for  1000  mature  roach  is  placed  in 
Lincolnshire. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  frost  has  been  very  severe  during  the  end  of  last 
week  and  beginning  of  the  present.  All  the  broads  are 
thickly  covered  with  ice,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before 
they  are  open,  even  with  a  rapid  thaw.  When  the  frost 
set  in  first  there  was  a  lot  of  snow  in  the  water,  which  has 
tended  to  make  the  ice  thicker  than  usual  with  the  amount 
of  frost  we  have  had.  In  many  place3  the  rivers  are 
frozen  over.  On  Monday  a  steamer  broke  up  the  ice  the 
whole  length  of  the  Yare,  from  Norwich  to  Yarmouth, 
but  it  was  frozen  up  again  almost  directly.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  it  has  thawed,  and  still  continues  to-night, 
looking  like  a  break-up  of  the  severe  weather. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
I  cannot  hear  of  an  angler  haviDg  wetted  a  lir  e  on  the 
Trent  since  the  22nd  inst. — blizzard  day— when  Mr.  Peat 
aDd  I,  out  at  King's  Mills,  encountered  the  full  fury  of  the 
gale.  Personally,  I  can  never  forget  it.  I  have  had  some 
extraordinary  days  in  my  time  by  the  Trent,  bat  the  one 
under  notice  surrajsed  all.  My  friend  was  pike  fishing  ; 
I  was  after  the  chub  with  my  favourite  winter  bait,  pith. 
We  enjoyed  sport,  and  after  the  storm  had  passed  over 
I  killed  fish  afrer  fish,  until  at  the  close  I  was 
positively  unable,  through  the  severity  of  the  weather,  to 
dislodge  the  hook  from  their  mouths.  When  the  keeper 
discovered  us,  he  simply  stood  aghast,  and  pointing  in  the 
direction  of  Derby,  reminded  us  that  Mickleover  Asylum 
stood  on  the  summit  of  a  certain  hill,  which  he  tried  to 
point  out.  The  day  preceding  our  visit,  Mr.  Wood,  Mr. 
Greaves,  and  Mr.  Gamble  had  pike — fished  the  Wig's 
pools  from  a  punt,  and  had  run  and  landed  four  very  good 
tish.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  back-waters  were  covered 
with  ice,  though  indications  were  not  wanting  that  we 
were  on  the  eve  of  a  change.  Pike  fishing  closes  on  the 
Shardlow  section  to-day  (Saturday),  and  throughout  the 
season  sport  has  been  poor  so  far  as  big  fish  are  concerned. 
I  think  Mr.  W.  Gregory  has  the  credit  of  having  landed  the 
largest. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  very  changeable  weather  we  have  experienced  cf 
late  has  been  such  as  only  to  tempt  the  most  ardent 
anglers  to  follow  their  favourite  pastime.  Sport,  however, 
has  not  been  at  all  bad,  as  the  drains  and  streams  are  well 
filled  with  water,  in  fact,  in  some  cases  they  are  too  full 
to  suit  the  requirements  of  fishermen.  Of  course,  in 
the  opan  country,  where  the  frosts  have  had  their 
full  swing,  fishing  has  not  been  practicable  in  some 
of  the  waters,  tut  taking  everything  into  con- 
sideration there  has  been  6ome  faitly  satisfactory 
fishing.  Roach  anglers  have  been  very  fortunate  at 
Tattershall  and  Horncastle,  and  other  well  known  waters 
in  Lincolnshire.  Despite  the  frost  and  snow  some  capital 
baskets  of  roach  have  been  taken  in  comparatively  short 
time.  The  Trent  has  also  been  well  patronised  by  roach 
fishers,  and  although  the  waters  have  been  rather  high, 
some  excellent  dishes  of  fish  have  been  secured,  specimens 
in  many  cases  weighing  moie  than  lib.  each.  Several 
good  specimens  of  chub  have  teen  captured  in  the 
waters  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Dogdyl  e  and 
Tattershall,  and  these  waters  have  proved  to  be  in 
excellent  condition  for  this  cla98  of  fishing.  Pike  have 
bean  faitly  plentiful  in*  the  Witham  and  the  Mount 
Pleasant  drain,  though  none  of  the  fish  have  run  to  any 
great  size,  from  41b.  to  71b.  having  proved  to  lie  general 
weight.  During  the  past  few  daj  s  the  Derbysl  ire  streams 
have  been  in  grand  conditicTn  for  grayling  fishing,  and  in 
nearly  all  the  waters  some  gocd  catches  have  been  ob- 
tained. The  frotty  weather  has  contributed  chiefly  to  this 
successful  state  of  things,  and  with  a  continuance  of  the 
frosts,  which  at  present  seems  very  like,  rrore  and  better 
fishing  may  be  looked  forward  to.  A  large  number  of 
roach  have  also  been  taken  in  these  waters,  and  some  very 


fine  perch  have  also  been  caught,  these  having  been  taken 
ty  bottom  fishirg  with  worms. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  stormy  weather  greatly  interfered  with  angling  in 
the  latter  part  of  last  week,  the  rivers  being  much 
disturbed  with  flood  waters,  and  for  the  most  part  muddy. 
The  keen  frost  which  succeeded  the  blizzards  rendered 
some  of  the  reaches  most  frequented  by  anglers  icebound, 
and  for  some  days  skating  has  been  more  in  favour  than 
fishing.  The  cold  which  preceded  the  frost  was  of  advanl  age 
to  anglers  in  making  the  fish  go  w  ell  on  the  feed,  and  pike 
fishing  afforded  gratifying  sport  for  a  time.  But  such  nights 
as  Monday  last  sufficed  to  skim  over  rivers  like  the  Ouse 
with  ice  in  many  paits.and  to  send  the  fish  into  the  deeps. 
Succeeding  daj  s  have  been  milder,  but  very  little  angling 
has  been  possible.  The  most  hardy  pike  fishers  appreciated 
the  fireside  more  than  is  their  wont.  The  Board  of  Con- 
servators of  the  River  Eek  held  their  annual  meeting  on 
Saturday  at  Whitby.  It  appeared  from  the  report  of  the 
clerk  that  the  number  of  dead  fish  taken  from  the  river  by 
the  water  bailiffs  during  the  year  189(i  was  155,  and  the 
total  weight  llcwt.  3qr.  19lb. ;  this  being  rather  below 
the  average  of  the  last  five  years,  but  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  previous  year.  A  numerous  compiny  assembled, 
urdsr  the  ausp'cos  of  the  Riclimondshire  Angling 
Association,  at  the  Town  Hall,  Richmond,  on  Friday 
night,  when  Staff-Sergt.  J.  G.  Calder,  Army  Corps, 
who  is  leaving  the  town  for  Malton,  was  {.resented  with  a 
pleasing  token  of  gratitude  for  his  services  as  hon. 
secretary.  Mr.  J.  T.  Wallace  is  his  successor.  Mr.  W. 
Jackson  said,  in  reference  to  the  applications  which  had 
been  made  for  permission  for  fishing,  Mr.  Newcomen  (the 
Marquis  of  Zetland's  agent)  had  replied  that  his  lordship 
was  very  anxious  that  something  should  be  done  for  the 
interest  of  fishing.  In  the  course  of  a  "smoker"  held 
during  the  evening,  Messrs.  Tlios.  McGinness,  sen.,  and 
Wallace  were  musically  honoured  for  the  good  work  they 
had  done  in  connection  with  the  club  and  angling 
generally. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

TnE  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  in  the 
society's  rooms,  12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall,  on  Tuesday 
evening  last,  presided  over  by  Mr.  Alderman  Nuthall ,  J  .P. , 
and  there  were  present  Messrs.  T.  Crumplen,  C.  H. 
O'Dowd,  C.  H.  Wheeley,  W.  H.  Elsmore,  W.  P. 
Grimmett,  Fred  Berry,  R.  Murphy,  and  W.  H.  Brougham 
(secretary).  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were 
read  over  and  confirmed.  The  financial  statement  showed 
the  necessity  of  increased  help  iu  view  of  the  netting  of 
Barnes  reservoir  and  other  expenses.  The  death  of  Mr. 
George  Evans,  an  old  member  of  the  committee,  was 
retorted,  and  a  resolution  of  deep  regret  was  ordered  to  bo 
entered  on  the  minutes.  An  application  for  a  deputation 
made  to  the  conservators,  and  objected  to  by  the  committee 
as  not  recessary,  had  been  refused  by  the  board.  The 
receipt  of  a  donation  of  £10  was  announced  from  the 
Preservation  Fond,  and  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks  on  the 
resolution  of  the  president,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  Berry, 
passed  to  the  funl  committee,  was  unanimously  accorded. 
A  reward  of  one  guinea  was  voted  to  Mr.  Charles  Hone 
for  the  destruction  of  a  large  otter  at  Penton  Hook.  A 
letter  was  read  from  Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  relative  to  a 
charge  being  made  for  the  hire  of  a  horse  and  trap  at  the 
netting  of  the  East  Londc  n  Reservoir  on  Sunbury 
committee — ordered  to  be  paid.  The  recent  compli- 
mentary dinner  to  the  president  was  ordered  to  be  entered 
in  the  minute  b^ok.  The  postponement  of  the  rotting 
of  Barnes  Ressrvoir  was  reported  through  the  freezing  of 
the  water,  and  extensive  arrangements  made,  when  done, 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  fish  higher  up  the  river,  and  as 
far  as  Staines  if  practicable,  and  the  use  of  an  extra  launch 
and  peter  boats  if  they  could  be  obtained.  There  was 
another  long  discussion  on  the  question  of  the  old 
Surbiton  sewer,  and  a  lengthy  letter  read  from  the  con- 
servators in  reply  to  the  opinion  of  the  committee  as  to  its 
being  stopped  up,  which  it  was  stated  they  had  not  the 
power  to  do.  It  was  decided  to  have  the  river  keepers' 
dinner  on  Friday,  Feb.  12,  at  the  Mitre  Hotil,  Hampton 
Court,  when  visitors  are  admitted  at  5s.  each.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  ctairman,  after  a 
scmrwhat  lengthy  meeting. 


RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

Kindly  allow  me  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  following 
additional  subscriptions:  10s.  Od.  from  Sir  Whittaker 
Ellis ;  10s.  each  from  New  Albion  Piscatorials  and  Brent- 
ford Piscat trials  ;  7s.  Cd.  from  Chiswick  Piscatorials  j  Es. 
each  from  Blue  Anchor  I'iecakoiial  Society  (Kingston), 
Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  Dr.  Startin,  Mr.  T.  W.  (ionim, 
Caxtonian  Society,  Mr.  C.  II.  O'Dowd,  and  Mr.  W. 
Tucker ;  2s.  Cd.  each  from  Sundial  Angling  Society, 
Dalston  Angling  Society,  Messrs.  J.  S.  Smith,  W.  J. 
Gom.ni,  W.  H.  Jackson,  and  C.  H.  Wheeley.  I  have  met 
with  my  usual  success,  lint  a  few  more  subscriptions  will 
te  useful.  W.  H.  B&OVOHAir,  Sec. 

11,  l'ownall-gardens,  Hounslow. 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  association 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  in  the  Druids'  Hall, 
Sankey-street,  Warrington,  Mr.  W.  H.  J.  Jenkins  in  (he 
chair.  The  attendance  included  Mr.  Linnieus  Greening, 
F.L.8.,  M.K.I.A.,  Mr.  Peter  Knight  (secretary i,  Mi. 
Aquilla  Ccok  (treasurer),  Mr.  Alfred  Taylor  (secretary  of 
the  benevolent  /und),  and  Messrs.  W.  Y.  Lawton,  R. 
Henry,  F.  J.  Emson,  Bancroft,  E.  Porter,  T.  Boscow,  T. 
Nixon,  H.  Kent,  William  Bolton,  Jonathan  Buekley, 


Thomas  Lawton,  &c.  The  chairman  read  a  letter  from 
Councillor  Roberts,  regretting  that  a  prior  engagement 
prevented  his  attending.  Mr.  Knight  read  the  annual 
report,  from  which  it  appeared  the  association  was  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  the  members  having  increased  from 
183  to  212.  The  river  Gowy  had  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  and  a  properly  executed  deed,  conveying 
the  fishing  rights  to  the  association,  was  to  be  obtained. 
It  was  also  stated  that  the  Lymm  water  had  been  secured 
by  deed.  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Co.  were  sincerely  thanked 
for  having  completed  these  transfers  of  waters  with- 
out charge.  The  committee  had  been  able  to  offer 
£25  5s.  9d.  for  four  competitiens  during  the  past 
season.  It  is  intended  to  extend  these  periodical 
prize  competitions  as  funds  allow.  The  L.  &  X.W.  and 
G.W.  Railways  have  conceded  thirteen  new  angling 
stations  at  cheap  fares  to  members,  making  a  tcta-l  of 
thirty-one  stations.  The  report  further  stated  that  the 
Shropshire  Unic  n  Canal  Company  are  about  to  charge  a 
daily  fishing  fee  of  (id.,  and  prohibit  Sunday  angling.  As 
this  will  bear  harshly  upon  the  working  class  angler,  t'  e 
matter  has  been  taken  up  with  a  view  to  a  modification. 
The  movement  to  establish  a  benevolent  fund  has  pro- 
ceeded satisfactorily,  and  a  fair  number  of  members  have 
subscribed  to  this  most  useful  object,  and  it  is  hoped  ths.t 
during  the  ensuing  year  the  whole  of  the  members  will 
become  subscribers.  The  report  was  adopted.  The 
chairman  made  a  very  able  speech,  confined  to  assoiia- 
tion  matters,  dealing  with  its  conduct,  unselfishness  (so 
necessary  in  angliog),  assistance,  and  the  benevolent  fund. 
Mr.  Cook,  treasurer,  presented  his  annual  statement  of 
accounts,  which  showed  a  balance  to  the  good  of  £8,  after 
raying  away  a  sum  of  £64.  The  officers  were  re-elected, 
and  thanked  for  past  services,  after  which  a  vote  of  thinks 
to  the  ohair  closed  the  proceedings. 


SALMON  POACHING  CASES  AT 
PEEBLES. 
At  Peebles  recently — Sheriff  Orphoot  on  the  bench— 
a  large  number  of  salmon  poachirjg  cases  were  again 
disposed  of.  Andrew  Storie,  gardener,  Southpoit, 
Selkirk,  for  baring  rakehooks  in  his  possession  was  tineel 
£1  17s.  Cd.,  including  expenses,  or  ten  days.  The  san  e 
party,  for  assaulting  the  water  bailiff  when  being  appre- 
hended, was  fined  £2  7s.  Cd.,  including  expenses,  or 
fourteen  days.  Thomas  Wallace,  Lewis  Lindsay,  and 
Hugh  Wallace,  miners,  Fieldsend,  Penicuik,  for  taking 
one  salmon  from  Lyno  Water  with  a  cleok,  were  fined — 
the  two  former  £1  17s.  lid.  each,  including  expenses,  or 
seven  days  ;  and  the  latter,  who  was  convicted  in  absence, 
£3  17s.  Cd.,  or  fourteen  days.  The  said  Thomas  Wallace 
and  Lewis  Wallace,  for  assault  iug  the  water  bailiffs,  were 
each  fined  £1,  or  ten  days.  Joseph  Brokie,  millworker, 
Innerleithen,  for  taking  one  salmou  from  Quair  Water, 
was  fined  25s..  including  expenses,  or  seven  days,  diaries 
Tocher  and  Walter  Hume,  labourers,  Innerleithen,  were 
chaigad  with  having  a  stake  net  in  their  possession  on  tho 
bight  of  3rd  inst.  Hume  pleaded  guilty,  and  was  fined 
£4  1  Is.  2d.,  including  expenses,  or  fourteen  days.  Tocher, 
who  had  been  in  the  grasp  of  the  bailiff  but  escaped, 
pleaded  not  guilty,  and  adduced  several  witnesses  to  prove 
an  alibi.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  case  Hume  was,  cf 
consent  of  parties,  put  into  the  box,  and  swore  that  Tocher 
was  not  the  party  with  him  on  the  night  in  question.  Tho 
Sheriff  found  the  charge  not  proven,  holding  that  tho 
bailiffs  had  been  mistaken,  but  also  (hat  the  plea  of  a'ibi 
had  not  been  established.  As  the  above  cases  had  taken 
up  the  whole  time  of  the  Court,  a  considerable  number 
of  cases  were  adjourned. — Scotsman- 
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\_We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

MAY  FLY  FISHING  ON  LOUGH  ERNE. 
Sir, — I  should  feel  much  obliged  if  any  of  your  readers 
would  kindly  let  me  knew  if  thero  is  good  May  Fly  fishing 
to  be  got  on  Lough  Erne,  and  on  what  date  the  fly  usually 
rises;  and  whether  there  is  any  gcod  accommodation  close 
to  the  lough,  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  driving  to  it  j 
and  which  end  of  tho  lough  is  the  best  ;  also  whether 
there  is  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  beats,  and  the  price  of 
them  per  day  p  1  should  also  bo  glad  of  my. other  in- 
formation respecting  it .  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — 
Yours  faithfully,    A.NQLBB, 

[We  seiit  "Angler's"  query  to  Mr.  James  Temple,  who 
kindly  rcp'ies  as  follows.— Kit. 

Dkar  BiABSTON, —  I  einnot  b  >ast  of  much  experience  of 
May  Fly  time  oa  Longh  Kino.  I  was  stopping  at  Hully- 
shannon  when  the  May  Fly  came  on,  and  the  time  wun 
end  of  May  and  beginning  of  June.  The  best  place  to 
stop  at  is  Ifeleek  or  Hallyshiinnon,  and  t!  ere  is  a  con- 
venient t-ain  in  the  mornii'gand  back  in  the  evening,  mid 
it  is  only  throe  miles  from  Ua  lysh. union.  At  Holcck  there 
are  plenty  of  boats.  This  is  where  the  beautiful  Krno  llww 
oat  of  the  longh.  I  forcetwn&l  [>  paid  per  day  for  boat  and 
men,  but  when  May  Fly  time  comes  round  boats  are  at  ■ 
premium,  and  R01113  arrangements  ought  to  be  come  to 
beforehand.  Young  Rogan,  tithing  tackle  maker,  of 
licl'  ck,  would  give  all  information  about  lien's,  Ac.  The 
owner  of  (he  fishery  at  Ballyshannon  is  very  ilieral  in 
giving  p'rnrisaiou  to  trout  fishers  in  the  Kuie,  and  there 
are  splendid  trout  in  the  river;  but-  they  are  of  en  very 
difficult  to  catch,  and  about  the  beginning  of  June  tin 
salmon  filming  commences  on  the  Erin •,  lonrj  of  the  be;t 
in  Irulard. 

I  did  know  of  a  farmer  on  Lough  Kmc  ride  who  in 
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May  Fly  timo  takes  a  lodgor  or  two,  and  ha?  a  boat, 
but  I  cannot  find  his  address  now,  possibly  Rogan 
might  know.  There  aro  sivoral  other  points  on  tho 
lon^h  wh°rj  boatl  inny  bo  liad,  bat  1  think  Holeek 
is  "tlie  moit  important  and  boKt  place.  I  boliovo 
(here  are  several  parts  of  the  lough  which  aro  private, 
about  fifteen  miles  long,  with  the  railway  running  along 
one  side,  I  stopped  at  a  comfortable  old  dame's  house  in 
Bally-shannon,  Mrs.  M  u  I  le;i  rns J  Hogan's  recommonding. 
I  was  very  comfortable,  and  paid,  I  think,  15s.  per  week 
for  a  sitting-room  and  bedroom,  with  attendance,  and  I 
nurd  to  walk  to  Ifoloek,  or  take  the  train  or  a  ear.  Lough 
M'dvin  is  within  oasy  distance,  where  salmon  and  trout 
Ulbiag  may  be  had|  also  the  llundrows  river— four  miles 
by  train — ia  very  good  jn  May  for  gillaroo  trout  and 
g.ilmon.    Heat  wishes. — J  remain,  yours  truly, 

James  TEMFIil. 
2,  Old  I'alace-torraoo,  Richmond,  Surrey,  Jan.  27. 

T1IK  "  BIG  PIKE  "  LIST. 

Dkar  SlS, —  I  notice  l*ord  Inverurie's  letter  in  to-day's 
Fixhiny  Gazette,  suggesting  that  perhaps  the  information 
he  has  asked  for  with  regard  to  tho  capture  of  large  pike 
of  authontic  weight  may  occupy  too  much  space  if 
published  in  tho  Gazette, 

May  I  suggest,  however,  that  information  on  this 
gubjoct  is  oF  very  great  interest  to  tho  readers  of  the 
Gfazetto,  and  to  keen  piko  fishermen  in  particular,  and 
express  tl'0  hope  that  if  you  can  find  space  for  the 
particulars  as  they  come  to  hand  you  will  do  so. 

Or  if  want  of  space  should  not  permit  of  this,  perhaps 
Lord  Inverurie  would  send  to  ym  for  publication,  at  somo 
future  time,  when  all  particulars  are  to  hand,  a  complote 
list  of  fish,  say,  of  201b.  weight  and  upwards. 

I  opine  that  nowadays  a  pike  of  2l)lb.  may  be  considered 
a  bio  fish,  and  that  tho  capture  of  a  pike  of  that  weight  is 
the  ideal  which  most  fishermen  sot  themselves,  and  hope 
to  accomplish  some  day. — Believe  me,  dear  sir,  yours 
faithfully,  P.  Nai'ikb  Sutton. 

[We  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Sutton. — En.]. 


Dkar  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  to-day,  Jan.  23,  1897,  your 
Wrexham  correspondent  writes  as  follows : 

"  I  saw  five  pike  aggregating  1111b.  last  week.  Three 
of  these  fish  (171b.,  151b.,  121b.),  were  killed  by  two  of  our 
most  expert  pike  anglors." 

Why  give  the  weight  of  these  three  "tiddlers"  when 
there  is  still  the  small  item  of  seventy  solid  pounds  of  pike 
to  bo  accounted  for  "  in  twice  ?  " 

I  am  certain  that  Lord  Inverurie,  who  I  seo  has  lately 
been  seekiug  information  as  to  the  weight  of  heavy  pike, 
together  with  many  of  your  numerous  readers,  would  like 
to  know  the  separate  weight  of  those  other  two  fish. — 
Yours  faithfully,  _____  Ledger  Lead. 

A  PIKE  MINUS  A  FIX— CORRECTIONS  FOR 
THE  "  ANGLER'S  DIARY." 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  in  the  Derwent  on  Saturday, 
Jan.  16,  1  caught  a  lib.  jack  with  only  one  ventral  fin. 
There  was  no  scar  or  sign  of  the  fish  having  once  had  a 
pair  of  fins.    Is  this  a  unique  experience  ? 

Whilst  I  am  writing,  may  I  correct,  for  the  benefit  of 
brother  anglers,  a  mistake  in  the  "Angler's  Diary"  for 
1896  ? 

It  is  not  correct  to  say  that  the  fronting  at  Colwall,  in 
Hereford,  is  good ;  nor  can  Mr.  Cook,  of  Leigh  Court, 
give  permission  to  fish.  The  diary  also  says  the  nearest 
station  to  Dymock,  in  Gloucester,  is  Ledbury.  This  is 
not  the  case.  There  has  been  a  station  at  Dymock  for  the 
past  ten  years.  Studley  is  on  the  Midland,  and  not  on  the 
L.  &  N.W.  Railway,  as  stated.  There  are  a  few  other 
mistakes  in  the  book,  but  I  have  not  my  copy  with  me, 
and  so  cannot  remember  what  they  are. 

Hoping  you  do  not  ob  ject  to  my  pointing  out  these  slight 
mistakes. — I  remain,  faithfully  yours,    (Ieo.  D.  Vale. 

Holland-road,  Kensington. 

[It  is  curious,  when  one  remembers  tbo:r  own  voracity, 
that  mutilated  pike  are  not  oftener  met  with.  We  have  a 
small  specimen  in  our  office  which  had  survived  the  loss  of 
tail  and  flesh  behind  the  acal  fin,  and  was  growing  ft  new 
tail  when  a  person  killed  it. 

As  regards  the  "  Angler's  Diary,"  we  are  quite  sure  the 
editor  will  bo  glad  to  have  the  corrections  Mr.  Vale 
mentions,  and  also  any  others.  It  is  a  simply  invaluable 
book  for  all  anglers,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  all  who  can  do  so 
to  fead  the  editor  corrections. — Ed.] 


THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 

Dkar  Sir, — I  have  read  that  our  worthy  and  esteemed 
president  and  vice-president  of  the  Anglers'  Association 
would  resign  their  official  positions  on  the  association  in 
favour  of  unity,  and  glory  in  doing  so.  I  am  sure  every 
true  disciple  of  old  Izaak  Walton  will  concur  with  them, 
for  unity  is  strength,  and  cannot  anglers  take  the  feeling 
of  all  members  of  both  associations  as  to  whether  they 
approve  of  unity  and  amalgamation.  Let  us  join  hands, 
and  be  all  on  one  footing.  I  hope  our  head  officials  and 
other  friends  will  also  make  up  their  minds  for  unity  ;  it 
will  be  the  grandest  move  ever  made.  One  association  and 
unity  for  ever  is  the  ardent  wish  of      Ben  Abrahams. 

25,  Silver-street,  Nottiug  Hill  Gate. 

A  PLEA  FOR  THE  MEDWAY. 

Sir,  —  In  your  last  issue  one  "Inquirer"  puts  the 
following  direct  question  on  behalf,  I  presume,  of  himself 
and  the  members  of  the  Greenwich  Angling  Society, 
"  Why  does  not  the  Medway  get  a  portion  of  the  Preser- 
vation Fund  as  well  as  the  Thames  and  Lea!-  "  We  re- 
quire an  answer  officially. 

In  the  first  place,  I  may  at  once  state  that  club3  have 
not  responded  in  a  sufficiently  liberal  manner  to  enable 
the  joint  committee  to  support  additional  preservation 


sooieties,  only  £10  being  collected  from  upwards  of  200 

Clubs.  ii.vl-J._i* 

In  the  second  place,  the  committee  do  not  think  that 
any  serious  attempt  has  been  made  by  those  interested  to 
preserve  or  re-stock  this  excellent  river ;  in  proof  of  this, 
I  refer  to  the  balance-sheet  of  the  Maidstone  A.S.,  which 
appeared  in  the  F.  G.  of  tho  2nd  inst.,  showing  that  in  six 
years  tho  sum  of  £C>  3s.  lid.  only  had  been  expended  in 
river  preservation,  averaging  „1  per  annum.  Surely  this 
cannot  bo  termed  district  preservation  or  re-stocking. 

If  tho  joint  commiltse  see  that  there  is  any  possibility 
of  tho  preservation  of  the  Medway  being  taken  up  in 
earnest,  it  is  not  even  yet  too  late  for  them  to  send  a 
donation,  several  small  amounts  having  been  received  since 
the  last  distribution,  and  I  feel  assured  some  of  the  clubs 
in  South  London  would  with  pleasure  send  a  donation  for 
this  special  object  if  appealed  to,  but  they  naturally  first 
want  to  see  something  attempted  by  those  seeking  financial 
support.— Obediently  yours,  W.  J.  Wade, 

(i,  Priter-road,  S  E.  _____ 

THE  TURTLE  DOVE. 

Sir, — In  the  letter  immediately  following  Lord 
Inverurie's  nota  last  week  mention  was  made  of  the 
pairing    of    the    migratory    turtle    doves  (misprinted 

divers!").  These  doves  breel  in  the  trees  in  or  near 
gentlemen's  pirks  and  plantations.  They  will  go  a  goodish 
distance  to  prey  upon  the  farmer's  hardening  grey  peas  if 
the  crop  be  not  well  "  bird  kept,"  after  which  they  drop 
in  the  wheat  fields  even  before  the  crop  is  touched  with 
Sol's  ripening  rays.  How  rarely  in  the  South  of  England 
now  is  a  brood  of  young  landrails  met  with  in  Sep- 
tember. Single  rails  were  flushed  in  the  clover  seeds 
in  bean  fields,  &c,  and  in  some  quiet-lying  grass  land  ;  but 
seldom  more  than  one  at  a  time.  In  the  trout  fishing 
season  the  crake  "  of  the  landrail  is  often  heard  by  the 
fly  fisher,  and  so  is  that  long  drawn,  contented  "  cbir-rup  " 
of  the  mated  partridge.  It  might  be  interesting  to  old 
anglers  to  know  if  the  imposition  of  the  10s.  gun  licence 
bad  enabled  more  landrails  to  get  the  chance  of  pairing 
and  bringing  up  their  broods  ?  Another  familiar  bird  in 
early  summer  is  the  sandpiper,  and  this  bird  likes  the 
gr#velly  parts  of  a  river  where  it  can  nest  in  shelving 
banks — of  the  Kennet,  the  Isis,  &c. — Yours  truly, 

  W.  F. 

THE  GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Sir, — May  I  inform  the  members  of  the  Gresham  that 
I  am  no  longer  a  member  of  their  society  ?  I  adopt  these 
means  of  taking  leave  of  them  for  the  reason  that  my 
resignation,  forwarded  to  the  secretary,  and  considered  by 
the  general  committee,  has  not  been  laid  before  the  mem- 
bers as  requested.  The  general  committee  has  n-t,  in 
this  society,  the  power  to  elect  members,  and  has  therefore 
no  power  to  accept  a  resignation.  The  elections  always 
take  place  in  open  meeting  of  the  society,  and  the  society 
has  a  right  to  know  of  any  sevei'ance  from  its  ranks.  If 
the  society  is  content  to  have  resignations  and  the  reasons 
therefore  hidden  from  its  knowledge,  it  should  also  give 
the  committee  power  to  elect  without  its  permission.  This 
is  the  only  method  open  to  me  to  bid  farewell  to  my 
recent  colleagues. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 

A  GRAYLING  FALLA.CY. 

Dear  Sir, — Is  it  not  an  error  of  doctrine  with  most 
angling  writers — from  Walton  and  Cotton  downwards — to 
say  that  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  with  the  grayling 
is  the  extraordinary  tenderness  of  its  mouth  ?  Apart  from 
my  experience  being  the  reverse  of  this  theory,  I  notice 
from  time  to  time  in  reading  the  practical  experiences  of 
some  of  your  more  able  correspondents  that  I  am  not  alone 
in  assuming  that  the  idea  is  fallacious — i.e.,  that  the 
angler's  hook  is  in  a  greater  degree  likely  to  be  torn  from 
the  mouth  of  a  grayling  than  other  fish  on  account  of 
mouth  tenderness.  In  the  splendid  article  in  your 
columns  of  the  23rd  inst.  on  "Test  Grayling,"  the 
writer  ("The  Apostle")  would  seem  to  bear  me  out 
also.  He  says,  " .  .  .  A  heavy  grayling  this,,  and 
instead  of  wasting  his  strength  by  running  and 
plunging,  he  bores  steadily  down  stream.  I  keep  a 
tight  hold  of  him  (a  grayling's  mouth  is  not  so  tender  as 
generally  believed) ;  but  200yds.  of  water  have  been 
covered  before  1  slip  the  net  under  a  beautiful  grayling  of 
exactly  31b."  Dear  sir,  might  I  be  allowed  to  suggest,  a3 
the  result  of  my  experience  with  good  grayling  here  in 
Yorkshire,  that  the  constant  losing  of  these  fish  by  the 
angler  is  more  because  of  the  grayling's  larger  fin  appen- 
dages and  superior  strength,  which  ena.ble  him  to  perform 
tlat  stubborn,  corkscrew  wobble  with  so  much  advantage 
at  times  to  his  own  freedom. — Yours  truly,  Ronald. 

York.   


WEIGHT  FOR  LENGTH  OF  FISH. 

De  ar  Sir,— Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
oblige  by  giving  me  a  scale  of  lengths  of  tho  following 
fish  as  compared  with  the  weight :  Jack,  31b.  ;  barbel, 
21b. ;  Thames  trout,  31b. ;  roach,  6oz.  ;  brook  trout,  Jib. ; 
chub,  lib.;  bream,  ljlb. ;  carp,  lib.  ;  tench,  lib.  ;  perch, 
6oz. ;  dace,  {lb.  ? 

It  is  t  he  wish  of  the  members  of  our  club  to  have  some- 
thing of  the  kind  to  prevent  bringing  away  fish  from  the 
rivers  that  are  eventually  found  to  be  under  weight ;  and 
as  it  is,  as  a  rule,  very  inconvenient  to  weigh  them  on  the 
banks,  a  scale  would  allow  of  fish  being  returned  that 
were  actually  under  weight  for  weighing-in  at  the  club. 
Thanking  you  in  anticipation, — Yours,  &c, 

T.  J.  Church,  Chairman  Greenwich  A.S. 

[We  published  a  great  list  of  sues  and  weights  of  fish 
in  thi  hops  of  being  able  ti  c  n  truct  a  trustworthy  table 
of  avenge  weight  for  a  given  lmgth,  but  fish  differ  so 
from  difierei.t  rivers  and  at  different  times  of  the  year 
that  we  do  not  think  a  trustiOorthy  list  can  be  made.— _n."i 


AN  ERRING  LANDRAIL. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  may,  I  think,  interest  some 
of  your  readers.  On  Sunday  last,  the  17th,  my_  dogs 
flushed  a  large  bird  from  under  some  holly  bushes  in  my 
garden.  The  poor  thing  was  so  weak  that  in  attempting 
to  fly  over  a  high  carriage  gat9  it  struck  itself  and  broke 
its  wing.  Upon  picking  it  up,  I  was  much  astonished  to 
find  that  it  was  a  landrail  (Gallinula  crea)— a  cock  bird, 
in  fine  plumage.  It  was  terribly  thin,  and  only  scaled 
3|oz. 

Is  not  this  a  most  unusual  occurrence  for  the  time  of 
year  ■'—Yours  faithfully,  Ledger  Li  ah. 

St.  Peter's,  Kent. 

[We  find  the  following  note  in  Messrs.  Cassell's 
charming  work  "Familiar  Wild  Birds." — Ed.:  "The 
landrail  is  said  to  be  met  with  iu  all  the  four'continents. 
It  is  found,  more  or  less,  in  all  the  counties  of  Great 
Britain,  being,  however,  more  numerous  in  the  north  than 
in  the  south  and  west.  The  migration  occurs  at  night,  the 
birds  arriving  in  England  about  the  end  of  April,  and 
generally  in  a  thin,  poor  condition.  Usually  the  month 
of  October  is  the  time  chosen  for  their  departure,  although 
isolated  instances  aro  upon  record  of  their  being  seen  as 
late  as  mid-winter.  The  birds  are  often  captured  in 
towns  during  the  period  of  migration  ;  possibly  they  may 
be  attracted  by  the  lights  at  niglit.  When  pursued  they 
ran  and  try  to  hide  in  the  first  corner  they  perceive,  and 
will  generally  allow  themselves  to  be  captured  without 
making  any  attempt  to  renew  their  flight.'\] 

OUR  CLUB'S  BADGE. 

Dear  Sir, — For  many  many  years  now  I  have  been  a 
most  interested  reader  of  the  pleasant  columns  of  the 
F.*  G.  The  New  Year  festivities,  however,  somehow 
affected  my  household,  so  that  the  issue  of  Jan.  2  got  put 
away,  and  was  not  to  be  found  until  a  day  or  two  ago, 
when,  on  turning  its  pages  over,  my  eye  caught  that  most 
humorous  article,  "  Our  Club,"  by  "  F.  G.  H."  Seeing 
the  coat  of  arms  at  the  headiog,  I  at  once  concluded  the 
article  was  written  by  a  member  of  our  club,  the  North- 
umberland Angling  Club  of  this  city,  of  which  I  was, 
along  with  Mr.  W.  S.  Vaughan,  our  president,  and  others, 
a  founder  of  the  same  in  1882.  A  perusal,  however,_  of 
the  article  soon  disabused  my  impression.  The  article 
afforded  me  a  hearty  laugh,  as  also  to  other  members  of 
our  club,  so  that  I  forgive  F.  G.  H."  for  a  further  sin 
committed  by  the  "  Amicable  Pikes,"  viz.,  that  of  poachiog 
on  other  club  preserves.  The  badge,  or  coat  of  arms,  the 
work  of  our  president,  appearing  as  that  of  the  "  Amicable 
Pikes,"  is  the  property  of  our  club,  and  has  appeared  upon 
all  the  menu  cards  and  other  literature  of  the  Northumber- 
land Angling  Club  for  many  years.  Had  the  "  Amicable 
Pikes"  continued  as  a  society,  it  was  our  intention  to 
begin  an  action  for  "obtaining  credit  under  false  pre- 
tences." If,  however,  "  F.  G.  H."  will  "own  up,"  we 
will  deal  leniently  with  him.  I  should  feel  obliged  if  you 
will  send  him  our  last  menu  card,  and  if  up  in  the  north 
about  March  next,  will  be  glad  to  see  him  at  our  annual 
dinner,  and  let  liim  off  with  a  fine. — Ycurs,  &c. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.  J.  Harbottle. 

[In  reference  to  the  above,  certainly  the  coat  of  arms 
caught  "Dragnet's"  fancy,  but  he  had  no  idea  that  he 
was  borrowing.  But  what  "  Dragnet  "  wants  to  know  is, 
"  Has  tho  coat  of  arms  been  registerel  at  Herald's 
College  ?  "  And  if  so,  "  Can  they  produce  the  last  receipt 
from  Somerset  House  for  the  Inlmd  Revenue  armorial 
tax?"  However,  all  things  being  equal,  and  there  being 
no  risk  of  being  summoned  by  the  authorities  for  com- 
pounding a  felony  and  cheating  the  revenue,  "Dragnet" 
will  try  his  best  to  run  up  north  and  collect  the  tax 
himself,  together  with  part  of  the  annual  dinner.] 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  THE  NIVE. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  should  be  greatly  obliged  if  your  corre- 
spondent "Oyster"  (who  contiibuted  the  article  "For 
Next  Year  "  in  your  issue  of  Doc.  19,  189(1)  would  be  so 
good  as  to  furnish  nie  with  his  address.  I  read  with  much 
delight  his  capital  description  of  the  place  and  of  the  sport 
to  be  had  there.  All  being  well,  I  hope  to  journey  there 
this  summer,  and  if  he  will  allow  me,  should  like  to  write 
and  ask  him  a  few  questions. — Yours  faithfully, 

Fred  W.  Tra<  y. 

7,  Monson-road,  Tunbridgo  Wells. 


YOUNG  LEVERET  FOUND  IN  A  LA.RG-  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir, — Fishing  with  live  bait  at  Sir  E.  N.  Newde- 
gate's  private  wa'er,  Arbury,  near  Nuneaton,  Dec.  11, 
1890,  I  caught  a  1741b.  pike.  When  opened  by  Mr. 
Betteridge,  taxidermist,  31,  Suffolk-street,  Birmingham, 
it  was  found  to  contain  a  young  leveret.  Anyone 
doubting  this  statement,  I  refer  them  to  Mr.  Betteridge. 
-— ■ Yours  truly,  ___^  J.  T.  Smith. 

NEW  COMPETITION  AT  GREAT  YARMOUTH. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  a  proposal  on  foot  in  Yarmouth  to 
foirn  a  new  competition  amongst  all  the  angling  clubs  in 
the  town.  The  general  idea  seems  to  bo  (although  perhaps 
it  is  rather  premature  in  stating  it)  that  representatives 
from  each  club  shall,  on  a  certain  da*:e  in  each  year, 
compete  for  some  trophy  which  shall  be  held  by  the 
winning  club  until  its  representatives  are  beaten. 

A  meeting  has  been  called  by  me  to  consider  the  matter., 
and  there  is  every  prospect  that  the  proposal  will  me^t 
with  success. 

If  any  of  your  readers  could  forward  a  copy  of  rules 
governing  similar  competitions  (I  suppose  there  aro  some 
in  existence),  they  might  render  us  great  assistance* 

Any  communication,  either  rules  or  advice,  forwarded 
to  me  at  Bowling  Green  House,  Great  Yarmouth,  wiuld 
be  thankfully  acknowledged.— Yours  faithfully, 

Ernsbt  W.  Buckle, 
•  Hon,  Sec.  Sens  of  "Neptune  A.S.  • 
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NOTICE 


anH  t^  prindpa!  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
in  London  »nd  the  Provuioes.  Department,  Fishing 

Communicetion.  ,^^k*f_*e^^2e.,  should  be  addressed 

^teB0rMa^lni^or^VFlSH1^,0  ^ 
Correspondents  are  r.questea        ^  MTeaBe^  not .  necejeenly 
only,  and  8^e  tneir  re»  guarantee  of  good  faith. 

?„|ffB£& ^  notfee  will  he  taken  of  such 
communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription. 

Tne  Gazette  can  h9  YJ'&Vn  ITc^^X^ 

all  money  payments  should  he  made. 
For  OneTear  post  free  to  any  part  of  QreatBntam  and 

Ireland  mn-'Ji' 

■  Six  Months  ditto  Wto 
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A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   _     15  0 

Half  Column  or  E'gh«fi^frejnch  0J  ginglecolumn  (4  cols,  to  page). 

House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address-"  BIVSAM,  London." 
TELEPHONE  No.  65,083. 
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feared  that  there  are  many  who,  possessing  single 
models  or   cups,  think    it   not    worth  while 
exhibiting.    These  single  offers  are,  however,  of 
the  greatest  importance,  and  Sir  Alfred  Jephson 
is  most  anxious  to  hear  from  those  who  possess 
them.    These  loans  come  in,  are  insured,  and 
returned  free  of  charge ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that   everyone   who    has   any  model,   cup,  or 
picture,  dating  from  1837  to  1897,  will  at  once  offer 
them    H.R.H.  The  Prince  of  Wales  has  placed 
all  his  own  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee. 
Prince  Batthyany  has  sent  his  from  Austria. 
All  the  great  cup  owners  are  offering  what  they 
have,  and  it  only  requires  that  owners  of  single 
models,  or  cups,  shall  follow  suit  to  ensure  a 
display  of  yachting  trophies  that  will  be  qui'e 
unique,  and  one  which,  perhaps,  only  this  country 
could  do  full  justice  to.  • 

The  space  at  the  disposal  of  the  council  of  the 
Imperial  Institute  is  not  large  compared  with 
regular  Exhibition  places  ;  but  on  the  other  hand, 
the  Exhibition  there  will  not  be  so  distracting 
from  the  multiplication  of  sights,  and,  given  fine 
weather  and  good  music,  it  is  certain  to  attract 
immense  numbers  of  the  best  class  of  visitors  — 
from  the  exhibitors'  point  of  view. 

The  committee  of  the  Inland  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment of  the  exhibition  consists  of  the  Earl  of 
March,  Mr.  ¥m.  Senior,  Colonel  distance,  and 
Mr  R  B  Marston,  who  have  already  been  able  to 
obtain  privileges  for  the  exhibitors  m  then- 
department  not  usually  accorded  in  national 
exhibitions  of  this  kind.  Some  of  the  best  houses 
in  the  fishing  tackle  and  fishing  waterproof  trades 
have  already  applied  for  space. 
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ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  6th,  1897. 


THE 


YACHTING    AND  FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION 
(May  to  August,  1897). 


At  though  little  has  been  heard  of  the  forth- 
coming Sting  and  Fishery  Exh^tion  now 
heine  organised  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  tnere 
are that  satisfactory  progress  is  being 

^Large  committees  at  the  great  filing  centres 
are  meeting,  and  no  doubt  the  result  will  be 
exhibiS A  typical  of  the  methods  of  fishing  peculiar 
£t£« Active  places  t™."^**^  Tnd 
These  exhibits,  from  England,  Scotland,  ana 
Ireland  will,  in  themselves,  be  the  nucleus  of  the 
fiSSS ^  section  ;  but  they  will  be  supplemented  by 

En-Hshmen  and  rods,  hooks,  flies,  tackle,  models 
of  fish  brewing  establishments,  oyster  culture 
Mlldl  be  Represented.   The  trade ;  exhibits 
wil    comprise  anything  connected  with  fishing 
yachting,  life  saving  and  coast  i"«™"a£OT^JJ 
is  hoted  that  the  fishing  section  will  be  made 
nteSrng  by  the  sight  of  fish  erg  iris  m  then 
picturesque  costumes  engaged    n  net-making, 
besides  numerous  other  kindred  trades. 
X  regard  to  the  yachting  section  cups  and 
models  Ire  coming  in  satisfactorily,  but  it  is 


Although  there  is  no  authentic  date  as  to  the 
introduction  of  the  minnow  in  its  live  form  as  a 
lure  for  salmon,  it  was  not  till  the  early  days  ot 
1880  that  it  was  requisitioned  as  an  accepted  lure 
for  spring  fishing  in  any  of  our  northern  rivers. 

The  phantom,  the  Devon,  the  spoon  were  in 
voaue  for  big  waters,  but  the  natural  mmnow  had 
not  yet  established  a  name  for  itself  as  a  spring 
lure,  although  it  was  well  enough  known  to  be  a 
fatal  bait  for  grilse  and  summer  salmon  when  it 
could  be  got  big  enough  m  the  ad}?.cen+^™nns 
and  streams;  and  in  searching  for  big  trout  a 
yellow-bellied  minnow  was  long,  long  ago  much 
Eight  after,  both  on  the  Dee   Don,  Deveron 
Spey,  and  kindred  streams,  and  "  did'  occasionally 
for  a  salmon  when  these  were  about  in  the  small 
summer  waters.     To  two  English  sportsmen 
belongs  the    merit  of  having  introduced  the 
naS  minnow  after  its  present  form  on  the ,  Dee 
Mr  Di*by  Cayley  and  Mr.  Whitehead  rented  the 
Aboyne  waters  about  the  year  we  have  mentioned. 
TheyTame  down  in  the  month  of  March.    It  was 
a  wretched  season.    The  river  was  full  of  snow 
broth    Fish  there  were,  but  sport  there  was  none 
At  least  none  to  any  of  the  others  on  the  mid 
fections  of  the  river  save  to  Messrs.  Whitehead 
2d  Cayley,  and  their  daily  scores  made  the 
station  of  the  others  all  the  more  irritating  and 
intolerable.    There  were  not  only  rumours,  but 
authentic  reports  of  these  two  killing  four  six 
and  eight  fish  respectively  every  day  out,  while 
not  a  bite  could  be  got  either  above  or  below  where 

"^SSSS  were  those  who  did  not  believe 
the  reports  till  they  came  and  saw  for  themselves. 
They  thought  it  Incredible  that  anything  like 
such  work  could  be  done  by  fair  fishing.    In  fact, 
that  nothing  short  of  a  net  could  yield  such 
bafkets  wheiiall  others  were  blank  or  nearly  so 
This  continued  for  nearly  three  weeks  or  so,  and 
Messrs  Cayley  and  Whitehead  were  the  lions  of 
SeTy    They  were  invited  to  try  their  hands  011 
adloinTng  waters,   and   the  same  Phenomenal 
su  .cess  invariably  crowned  then-  efforts.  Ihen 
Sere  was  ,  demand  for  minnows,  spinning ;  rods 
md  tackle,  among  the  younger  members  of  the 
;  St  and  the  fly  for  the  nonce  was  fairly  out  of 
it    and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  ot  salmon 
an^ng,  the   system  of  fly-fishing  received  rta 
first  shock  at  the  hands  of  the  angler  with  the 
minnow,  rod,  and  spinning  bait.  .,  a 

The  older  school  of  anglers  stuck  to  the  fly. 
And  then  beRan  the  controversy  of  minnow  versui 
t rwhS  served  up  copy  in  the  oor^pondence 
column  of  every  sporting  J^J^JSgJS 
for  some  seasons  to  come.    But  all  the  wnnng 


the  world  would  not  have  influenced  the  minnow 
spinners  had  not  experience  and  common  sense 
come  to  their  aid.  For  a  season  or  two  the 
natural  minnow  held  its  own  with  the  fly,  and 
then  it  fell  back,  and  ultimately  it  was  found  m  a 
medium  temperature,  say,  in  the  middle  ot 
March  till  well  into  May,  it  works  best,  and  again 
in  the  autumn,  when  the  waters  are  more  otten 

COForearly  spring  fishing  the  fly  is  preferable  to 
the  natural  minnow,  and  at  all  times  where  the  fly 
is  likely  to  take  it,  should  at  least  have  precedence 
of  the  spinning  lure  as  less  likely  to  disturb  the 

fiSWhy  was  there  such  a  falling  off  in  the  results 
obtained  by  the  minnow  when  first  introduced  1 
The  reason  is  quite  a  natural  one,  and  may  be 
also  a  proof  and  an  excellent  answer  to  the 
question,  "  Have  Fish  a  Memory  ? 

When  the  fresh  run  fish  were  meeting  with  fly, 
fly.  and  nothing  but  fly,  all  the  way  up  their  forty 
miles  journey  of  the  Dee,  till  they  were  presented 
with  a  new  bait  at  Aboyne,  they  naturally  fought 
shy  of  the  fly,  but  went  for  the  new  bait  with 

aVThey minnow  held  the  field  at  one  or  two  fisheries 
at  which  it  was  adopted,  but  when  mmnow 
spinning  became  the  rage  of  successive  seasons, 
and  the  salmon  were  presented  with  mmnow  to 
the  right  of  him,  minnow  to  the  left  ot  him 
minnow  in  front  of  him,  from  mouth  to  source  ot 
the  river,  he  got  educated  to  the  minnow  and 
naturally  fought  shy  of  it    As  a  weU  recognised 
fact,  the  minnow  even  yet  fishes  best  after  the  fash 
have  been  moved,  and  the  same  with  the  prawn 
and  most  spinning  lures     After  a  few  fish  have 
been  got  the  spinning  rod  may  be  laid  aside  till  a 
chanfe  takes  place,  and  this  is  a  particularly  strong 
argument  against  its  constant  use. 

Apropos  of  the  query  have  fish  a  memory,  if 
the  salmon  did  not  possess  such  how  would  he 
remember  that  he  had  seen  such  and  such  a  bait 
on  the  lower  waters,  for  he  must  remember  it 
else  he  would  not  fight  so  shy  of  it  on  the  middle 
and  upper  reaches.  But  whether  salmon  have  the 
same  sensitive  recollection  of  barbed  hooks 
behind  the  glittering  scales  of  the  minnow  01  not, 
we  Sow  tilt  trout  have,  undoubtedly,  a  very  keen 
recollection  of  an  enemy,  or  supposed  enemy. 
When  spinning  for  trout  with  parr  tail  no  angler 
of  any  experience  whatever  would  ever  think  of 
going  over  the  same  streams  twice,  in  sue- 
Session,  within  the  same  month  at  least  else  he 
has  himself  to  blame  for  his  light  baskets  after 

^fcouUi'tell  whether  my  water   had  been 
noached  or  not,  as  I  chose  to  term  it,  with 
Enow  or  parr  tail,  and  have  invariably  found 
ox  -  Z  surmise  to  be  correct  upon  making 
mouiries    For  some  years  I  had  the  run  ot 
several  miles  of  the  Dee,  and  made  some  remark- 
able baskets  on  my  first  "  go  over  »  for  the  season. 
So  much  so  that  I  coull  always  depend  upon 
having  a  free  distribution  of  trout  among  my 
friends  in  the  village,  and  used  to  send  them  word 
to  look  out  for  a  dfsh  on  such  and  such  a  nigh 
The 1  gardener  asked  leave  if   he  might  hsh 
after  me,  and  I  f.ankly  and  freely  allowed  him, 
and  little  damage  did  he  do  as  long  as  he 
St  behind.    But  like  the  proverbial  camel, 
bavin-    got    in    his    nose    he    now  forged 
a head°  and  whenever  that  man  heard  of  my 
movements  towards  the  streams  for  a  basket  ot 
So  it  he  was  down  the  water  a  day  or  a  couple  of 
davs  before  me.    I  used  to  postpone  my  visit  to 
gfve8  he  streams  a  good  rest  for  a  week  or  ten 
days  ;  but  all  the  same  my  baske ,  was  a  light  o 


days;  but  all  tne  same,  in »   TfTwnited 

wherever  I  followed  in  his  foDtsteps.  If  1  waited 
Three  weeks  or  a  month,  I  made  as  good  a  basket 

1  i;,«;toil  memorv  at  least.    1  cmnor,  s.iy 

fi!*fl  S  t  ^  ^.lories  or  education  over 
a  griod  excSing  a  month,  but  wi.h.n  that  time 
'  hnveat  Let  proved  it  to  my  own  »«efacJion 
l  ■ ' 1 1  aS  and  always  .  on  this  hyi  ot  ies.8  when 
working  01  the  san/e  reach  of  water  for  any -tang  h 
m 'time  By  the  way,  nnent  my  friend  the 
«rde!er  and  his  camel  propensities.   He  goj  to 
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pei  mission,  even  for  trout,  to  any  save  those 
I:  I. in:'  with  fly. 

There  were  not  wanting  those  .who  Hung  such 
epitetha  :is  poacher  in  the  teeth  of  the  angler  with 
tlio  spinning  lure.  Certainly  for  a  time  there  was 
raute  for  much  irritation,  when  an  angler  who 
ofrf-uyed  the  lly  alone  had  calmly  to  stand  by  and  see 
his  beloved  pools  raked  fore  and  aft  by  a  fellow  on 
the  other  bank  whipping  a  leaded  sprat  in  front 
of  him,  and  being  usually  followed  by  his  gillie 
wi Ih  another  of  the  same.  "Whether  the  minnow 
i- pinning  did  much  damage  or  not,  it  was  any- 
thing but  pleasant  to  know  that  the  pools  had 
1  cen  all  gone  over,  and  there  was  something  more 
than  heartburning  over  the  matter.  There  were 
not  wanting  those  who  wanted  to  form  a  combi- 
nation to  put  it  down,  and  some  of  the  proprietors 
<  ven  went  the  length  of  making  it  a  clause  in  the 
letting  of  their  waters,  that  the  fly  alone  was  to 
bo  used.  On  the  Balmoral  and  Ballater  waters, 
fiis  condition  still  holds  till  the  middle  of  May  in 
each 1  year,  and  on  the  drum  and  some  other 
lections,  the  minnow  was  entirely  forbidden. 

The  minnows  first  employed  by  Messrs.  White- 
I  ead  and  Oayley  were  imported  from  England. 
The  native  stock  are  not  to  be  had  in  the  early 
months,  neither  in  sufficient  numbers  or  large 
enough,  and  are  of  comparatively  little  use.  A 
regular  h  ade  has  been  established  in  the  live  bait 
line,  and  which  will  in  all  probability  continue  a 
brisk  one  as  the  seasons  roll  on.  Some  two  years 
ago  the  preserved  minnow  was  introduced,  and  it 
will  in  all  likelihood  take  the  place  of  the  live 
bait,  even  supposing  the  same  success  may 
not  attend  it.  Sentiment  in  the  meantime 
lends  itself  to  the  live  bait  but  where 
the  preserved  bait  has  had  a  fair  trial, 
it  has  done  equally  as  well  as  the  newly-killed 
minnow,  and  lasts  longer  on  the  hooks.  The 
compactness  with  which  a  small  bottle  of  pre- 
served minnows  can  be  carried  about,  the  economy 
in  there  being  no  dead  ones  to  throw  out,  and  the 
saving  of  time  and  labour  in  changing-  the  water, 
and  all  the  other  attendant  troubles  of  an 
aquarium,  all  point  to  the  preserved  minnow  as 
bsing  the  spinning  lure  for  the  future,  and  finally 
supplanting  the  live  bait. 

Gudgeon  are  now  preferred  in  early  spring  in 
place  of  the  minnow,  unless  the  latter  can  be 
obtained  of  exceptionally  large  size.  The  great 
objection  to  much  of  the  minnows  imported  into 
the  North  of  Scotland,  is  their  small  size.  A 
plump  minnow  for  an  early  spring  water ;  and 
should  there  be  a  fresh  fish  about  when  such  is  at 
the  end  of  a  cast,  there  is  little  chance  of  it  being 
lefused. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF 
WHITE  * 


GILBERT 


SOME  years  ago  I  made  a  brief  pilgrimage  to 
the  village  of  Selbourne,  celebrated  the  world 
over  as  the  birthplace  and  deathplace  of  Gilbert 
White.  It  was  in  tEe  month  of  April ;  a  bright, 
sunny  time,  when  all  nature  was  gay  and  smiling. 

Selbourne,  as  White  describes  it,  lies  in  the 
extreme  eastern  corner  of  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire, bordering  on  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  not 
far  from  the  county  of  Surrey— is  about  fifty 
miles  south-west  from  London.  On  the  south- 
west of  the  village  is  a  vast  hill  rising  300ft. 
above  the  village,  which  consists  of  one  straggling 
street  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long.  The 
hjll  overhanging  the  village  is  very  appropriately 
named  "The  Hanger."  The  whole  of  the  hill 
facing  the  village  is  covered  with  beech  trees, 
"the  most  lovely  of  all  forest  trees,  whether  we 
consider  its  smooth  rind-  or  bark,  its  glossy 
foliage,  or  graceful  pendulous  boughs." 

The  house  in  which  Gilbert  White  was  born, 
and  in  which  he  died,  is  called  "  The  Wakes  "—a 
charming  old-fashioned  house  in  the  village  street. 
This  house  is,  of  course,  the  goal  of  all  pilgrims, 
who  travel  to  it  from  all  parts,  and  who[ 
naturally,  must  be  a  source  of  "considerable 
exercise  of  patience  to  the  present  occupiers ;  but 
it  is  the  penalty  of  many  others  who  dwell  in  the 
birthplaces  of  celebrities,  and  the  occupiers  of 
such  places  should  not  forget  the  courtesy  which 
their  peculiar  position  claims  from  them.  The 
housewas  occupied  for  many  years  by  Professor 

*  A  Bibliography  of  Gilbert  White,  the  Natural 
Historian  and  Antiquarian  of  Selbourne.  By  Edward  A 
Martin.  F.G.S.    (The  Roxburgh  Press,) 


Bell,  the  well  known  writer  of  works  on  natural 
history.  He  dwelt  there  from  1842  till  the  time 
of  his  death  in  1880.  Then  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  General  Parr,  who  left  it  in  1892. 
That  was  the  time  of  our  visit  to  Selbourne,  and 
the  house  was  then  in  a  transition  state  in  pre- 
paration for  the  new  occupier,  and  we  were  not 
permitted  to  have  even  a  glimpse  of  the  interior. 
It  has  now  changed  hands  again,  having  been 
purchased  by  Mr.  Paxton  Parkin. 

At  the  time  of  our  visit  the  older  part  was  in 
much  the  same  state  as  it  was  when  Gilbert  White 
died,  as  Professor  Bell  seems  "to  have  exhibited  the 
greatest  care  in  retaining,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
antique  appearance  of  the  house."  A  northern 
wing  had,  however,  been  added.  It  would,  indeed, 
be  a  great  pity  if  such  a  picturesque  old  place 
should  be  subjected  to  any  "  modern  improve- 
ments." 

Although  we  were  unable  to  view  the  interior, 
we  got  a  distant  view  of  the  very  pleasant  lawn 
and  lovely  meadow  at  the  back  from  the  footpath 
which  leads  up  to  "  The  Hanger."  The  green 
meadow  runs  back  to  the  hill,  and  its  whole 
extent  is  literally  overhung  by  the  lovely  beeches. 

We  had  a  pleasant  walk  up  the  zigzag,  through 
the  beeches,  and  on  to  the  common  which  runs 
along  the  top,  and  we  made  many  other  delighful 
excursions  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  accom- 
panying illustration,  recently  sketched  by  Mr. 
John  Sachs,  represents  the  present  state  of  "  The 
Well  Head  " — one  of  the  sources  of  the  River 


189/i ;  it  contains  besides  five  other  chapters 
which  supply  an  admirable,  sympathetic,  warm- 
hearted biography  of  Gilbert  White  himself,  and 
a  charming  story  of  rambles  round,  and  descrip- 
tion of,  the  village  of  Selbourne.  The  chapter  on 
Gilbert  White  as  a  naturalist  and  as  a  poet  are 
most  interesting. 

All  admirers  of  Gilbert  White  naturally  would 
like  to  know  something  of  his  personal  appear- 
ance, but  although  he  often  talked  about  having 
his  portrait  painted,  it  was  never  done.  On  this 
point  Mr.  Martin  says  : 

"We  must  imagine  White  as  he  rambled  along 
the  Ljthe,  or  followed  the  scent-laden  path  to  the 
Priory  Farm,  dressed  in  the  old-fashioned  costume 
of  the  period.  Perhaps  he  wore  a  clerical  wig, 
whilst  knee  breeches  and  buckles  were  almost  a 
necessity  to  a  man  of  his  position.  Many  years 
ago  an  old  woman  was  asked  what  she  re- 
membered of  Gilbert  White.  Her  recollection 
was  of  a  man  who  used  to  walk  about  the  hollow 
lanes  '  tap-tapping  with  his  cane.'  .  .  .  One 
account  of  our  author  describes  him  as  a  little 
man,  perhaps  about  5ft.  3in.  in  height,  and  that ' 
he  often  rode  a  pony.  .  .  .  Frank  Buckland 
records  that  a  villager,  when  asked  concerning 
Gilbert  White,  replied  that  '  He  was  thought 
little  of  till  he  was  dead  and  gone,  after  which  he 
was  thought  a  great  deal  of.'  Another  villager 
described  him  as  '  A  little,  thin,  prim,  upright 
man.' "  N 

James  Russell  Lowell  said  of  Gilbert  White's 


Well  Head,  Selbourne. 


Wey— so  frequently  mentioned  by  Gilbert  White, 
and  of  which  he  gives  the  following  very  interesting 
account : 

"  At  each  end  of  the  village,  which  runs  from 
south-east  to  north-west,  arises  a  small  rivulet. 
That  at  the  north-west  end  frequently  fails  ;  but 
the  other  is  a  fine  perennial  spring,  little  influenced 
by  drought  or  wet  seasons,  called  '  Well  Head.' 
This  breaks  out  of  some  high  grounds  adjoining 
to  Nore  Hill,  a  noble  chalk  promontory,  remarkable 
for  sending  forth  two  streams  into  two  different 
seas.  The  one  to  the  south  becomes  a  branch  of 
the  Arun,  running  to  Arundel,  and  so  falling  into 
the  Bristol  Channel ;  the  other  to  the  north.  The 
Selbourne  stream  makes  one  branch  of  the  Wey, 
and  meeting  Blackdown  stream  at  Hedleigh,  and 
the  Alton  and  Farnham  stream  at  Tilford  Bridge, 
swells  into  a  considerable  river,  navigable  at 
Godalming,  from  whence  it  passes  to  Guildford, 
and  so  into  the  Thames  at  Weybridge ;  and  then 
at  the  Nore  into  the  German  Ocean." 

The  title  of  Mr.  Martin's  book  strikes  me  as 
being  a  misnomer,  erring  certainly  on  the  side  of 
modesty,  for  although  it  contains  three  chapters 
devoted  to  a  most  interesting  and  exhaustive 
account  of  all  the  editions  that  have  ever  been 
printed  of  "  The  Natural  History  and  Antiquities 
of  Selbourne,"  together  with  a  chronological 
summary,  showing  the  date,  publisher,  printer, 
editor,  number  of  pages,  illustrations,  artists,  and 
engravers  of  every  edition  ranging  from  1789  to 


book,  that  "In  simplicity  of  taste  and  natural 
refinement  it  reminds  one  of  Walton,  and  in 
tenderness,  of  Cowper." 

No  angler's  library  would  be  complete  without 
Izaak  Walton  and  Gilbert  White  side  by  side, 
and  the  volume  to  which  I  am  now  drawing 
attention  should  always  be  near  them.  The" 
popularity  of  these  two  delightful  writers  may  be 
gauged  by  the  number  of  editions  through  which 
their  books  have  gone,  and  it  would  not  be  easy 
to  say  which  of  the  two  has  been  the  most  beloved 
by  the  generations  which  have  passed  away  since 
these  bright  examples  of  humanity  and  students 
of  nature  put  on  immortality.  In  the  two  hundred 
years  which  have  come  and  gone  since  Izaak 
Walton  died,  in  1683,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  6tu 
hundred  editions  of  "  The  Compleat  Angler  have 
been  called  for,  the  bicentenary  of  his  death  (not 
far  from  being  the  tercentenary  of  his  birth)  being 
commemorated  by  the  splendidly  produced  lOOMi. 
edition,  edited  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  who,  like 
Mr.  .Martin,  furnishes  a  summary  with  dates  of 
all  the  editions  which  precede  his  'edition.  This 
100M  edition  was  published  in  1888,  and  it  may 
be  said  that  several  very  beautiful  editions  have 
been  published  since. 

We  may  add  also,  that  Mr.  John  Lane  has  in 
[  the  press  another  attractive  edition,  which  will  be 
J  edited  by  Mr.  Richard  Le  Gallienne  and  illustrated 
by  E.  H.  New,  who  has  travelled  over  the  scenes 
of  "  The  Compleat  Angler  "  for  his  pictures. 
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During  the  century  which  has  elapsed  since 
xilbert  White  died,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  in 
he  year  1793  (just  200  years  after  the  birth 
,f  Walton),  Mr.  Martin  supplies  a  list  of  fifty- 
,ine  editions  of  "The  Natural  History  of  Sel- 
>ourne."  One  may  reasonably  judge  from  these 
•urious  facts  that  these  two  delightful  writers, 
md  most  excellent  characters,  have  had,  and 
continue  to  hold,  an  equal  share  in  the 
iffection  of  all  good  people. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


'HE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


By  arrangement  wifch  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  e liter  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tour  st's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moo-s,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  ab'e  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  give  n  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  CDurae,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c  take  place  constancy.— Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 


NO.  54 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE  (continued). 
Lochs  of  Kirkcudbrightshire. 

Loch  Auchensheen,  Loch  Barean.  and 
Loch  Clonyard  are  in  the  parish  of  Colvend. 
They  contain  pike,  perch,  and  trout;  and  per- 
mission to  fish  them  is  easily  obtained.  May,  J une, 
and  July  are  the  best  months,  and  lodgings  can 
be  had  at  the  "sea-bathing  village  of  Rockcliffe. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Dalbeattie ;  thence  by  'bus  to 
Rockcliffe.  • 

Loch  Barean.— See  Loch  Auchensheen. 

Loch  Barscobe  is  about  three  miles  from  the 
village  of  Balmaclellan.  It  belongs  to  Mr. 
Forbes,  of  Callendar,  from  whom,  or  from  the 
shooting  tenant,  leave  to  fish  must  be  got.  The 
trout  are  pretty  numerous,  and  fairish  sport  is 
sometimes  got.  Parties  staying  at  Dairy  village 
could  also  easily  reach  this  loch.  Best  an  d  nearest 
inn  Kenmure  Arms  Hotel,  New  Galloway. 
Route  •  By  rail  to  New  Galloway ;  thence  by  'bus 
vid  Ken  Bridge  for  Balmaclellan  and  Dairy  twice 

a  Loch  Black.— A  small  loch,  containing  roacb, 
in  the  parish  of  Colvend.  It  is  some  300yds.  by 
half  as  much,  and  is  open  to  the  public.  The 
scenery  of  the  loch  is  highland  in  aspect,  and  it  is 
situated  near  a  rugged  sea  shore.  The  sport  is 
poor.  Route:  By  rail  to  Dalbeattie ;  thence  by 
fbus  to  Rockcliffe,  the  best  place  to  stay  at. 

Loch  Brack  is  in  the  parish  of  Balmaclellan, 
and  some  half  a  mile  each  way.  It  contains  trout 
from  -Jib.  to  51b.  each,  and  from  41b.  to  91b.  is  a 
good  basket.  A  large  fly,  with  jay  wing  or  red 
feather  of  partridge,  is  good ;  and  April,  May,  and 
September  are  the  best  months.  It  is  about  five 
miles  from  Dairy,  and  permission  to  fish  must  be 
"ot  from  the  shooting  tenant.  It  belongs  to  Mr. 
MoTurk,  of  Corriedow,  and  Mr.  Murray,  of  Tro- 
quhain  There  is  a  boat.  Best  and  nearest  inn, 
Kenmure  Arms  Hotel,  New  Galloway.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Parton  or  New  Galloway ;  thence  by 
'bus,  nine  miles,  to  Dairy ;  thence  five  miles. 

Loch  Carlingwark  is  within  a  few  minutes 
walk  of  the  town  of  Castle  Douglas.   It  is  one 
and  three-quarter  miles  by  three-quarters  or  so, 
•and  is  open  to  the  public.    There  are  also  boats 
r  on  it,  which  visitors  can  have  the  use  of.    It  con- 
tains perch  and  pike,  and  a  few  good  trout  which 
are  however,  very  shy.    Good  sport  is  often  got 
.  in  July,  August,  and  September.    Many  interest- 
'  ing  Roman  remains  have  been  found  in  the  bed  ot 
the  loch.which  was  once  much  larger  than  it  is  now. 
Gelston  Bum  falls  into  the  loch.    Hotel  accom- 
modation at  Castle  Douglas.    The  scenery  is  very 
beautiful,  and  among  places  of  interest  are  Th  reave 
■    Castle-an  old  stronghold  of  the  Douglasses 
'    Kirkcudbright  is  ten  mile's  distant  by  rail.  About 
a  mile  from  that  town  is  St.  Mary  s  Isle,  the 
place  where  Paul  Jones  made  his  descent.  Koute : 
By  rail  to  Castle  Douglas ;  loch  at  hand. 
Loch 'Clonyard.— See  Loch  Auchensheen. 
Loch  Corsock  is  about  nine  miles'from  Castle 
Douglas.    It  belongs  to  Mrs.  Murray  Dunlop, 
who  has  boats  on  it,  and  preserves  it,  as  it  is  in  her 
private  grounds.    It  contains  trout— four  or  nve 
to  a  lb— which  are  rather  shy. 


Loch  Cree  is  situated  between  the  parishes  of 
Minnigaff  and  Penninghame,  and  the  river  Cree 
flows  through  it.  It  is  two  miles  long  by  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  broad,  and  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Gallo- 
way, who  preserves  it.  It  contains  salmon,  pike, 
&c,  and  yields  fair  sport  during  April,  May,  June, 
and  July.  Route:  By  rail  to  Newton  Stewart; 
thence  hire  four  miles. 

Loch  Dalbeattie  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  town  of  Dalbeattie.  It  belongs  to  Mr. 
Maxwell,  of  Munches,  and  Miss  Copland,  of 
Collieston,  and  there  are  no  restrictions  on  fishing 
it.  It  contains  abundance  of  dark  coloured  trout, 
but  so  shy  that  good  baskets  are  seldom  got. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Dalbeattie  ;  thence  walk  or 
hire. 

Loch  Dee  is  two  miles  long  by  three-quarters 
broad,  and  is  in  Minnigaff  parish.    It  belongs  to 
Lord  Galloway,  Major  Armitage,  of  Kirroughtrie, 
and  Mr.  Drew,  of  Craigencallie,  and  permission  to 
fish  it  may  sometimes  be  got  from  the  proprietors. 
Accommodation  may  be  got  at  the  shepherd's 
cottage  at  Black  Laggan.    No  charge  is  made, 
but  that  of  course  does  not  prevent  the  angler 
remunerating  his  host.    The  loch  is  inaccessible, 
and  amid  wild  scenery.    Loch  Glenhead  is  near, 
and  sometimes  yields  a  fair  basket  of  trout,  and 
so  does  Loch  Narroch.    The  nearest  inn  accom- 
modation is  at  Newton  Stewart,  twelve  miles  off 
—no  road  for  driving.    The  trout  run  to  an 
average  of  over  lib.,  and  81b.  or  91b.  may  be  got 
in  a  day.    Very  large  ones  have  been  killed,  some 
as  heavy  as  121b.    Favourite  fly:  Red.  Best 
season:  April,  May,  and  June.    Pike  are  also 
pretty  plentiful,  and  have  greatly  destroyed  the 
trout  fishing.    Route :  By  rail  to  New  Galloway 
Station ;  thence  by  'bus  five  miles  to  New  Grallo- 
way  Town ;  thence  hire  seven  miles  to  Garrary  or 
Craigencallie ;  thence  walk  four  or  five  miles  to 
shepherd's  hut  at  Black  Laggan.    By  Craigen- 
callie is  the  preferable  route,  because  going  by 
Garrary  the  Dee  has  to  be  crossed,  and  if  the 
river  were  rising  it  would  be  impossible. 

Dry  Loch  of  the  Dungeon  separates  the 
parishes  of  Carsphairn  and  Minnigaff.  It  is  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  long  and  less  m  breadth,  and 
belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Galloway.  The  trout  are 
very  small,  running  seven  or  eight  to  a  lb. ;  but 
they  are  very  plentiful— almost  any  number  can 
be  got.  Dark  flies  fish  best,  and  June  to  Sept3m- 
ber  is  the  best  season.1  It  is  connected  by  a  small 
streamlet  with  the  Round  Loch  of  the  Dungeon, 
and  the  Gala  Lane  flows  out  of  it.  Scenery  very 
wild  Inn  accommodation  at  Carsphairn,  eight 
or  ten  miles  off.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dalmellmg- 
ton;  thence  by  'bus  to  Carsphairn,  ten  miles; 
thence  walk  eight  or  ten  miles,  or  hrre  from 
Dalmellington.  <    ;    .    a,lA  , 

Duff's  Loch— A  little  loch,  400yds.  by  200yds., 
in  the  parish  of  Colvend.  It  belongs  to  Miss 
Threshie,  of  Barnbarroch,  and  Miss  Jane  Mac- 
Duff,  of  Lockhouse,  and  is  open  to  the  public. 
There  are  also  boats  which  strangers  can  have  the 
use  of  and  accommodation  can  be  had  at  Kipp- 
ford  The  trout  are  pretty  numerous,  and  run 
about  four  to  a  lb.  April  and  May  are  the  best 
months.  Scenery,  rocky.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Dalbeattie ;  thence  to  Kippford. 

Loch  Duugeon.-A  little  loch,  in  the  parish 
of  Kells,  one  mile  long  by  a  quarter  broad,  and 
belonging  to  Mr.  Smith,  of  Glenlee,  and  Mr. 
Forbes,  of  Callander.  Leave  to  fish  may  be  had 
easily,  and  fairish  sport  is  often  got-,  lb.  say  on 
a  <W  day.  There  are  boats  on  the  loch,  but  it  is 
doubtful  if  strangers  can  have  the  use  of  them 
The  loch  contains,  besides  trout  some  char,  but 
they  are  by  no  means  plentiful  The  Hause  Burn 
falls  into  the  loch,  and  the  Mid  Burn  flows  out  of 
it-Loch  Harrow  is  quite  near.  Nearest  inn 
Carsphairn.  six  or  seven  miles  of.  Scenery  w, hi 
and  rugged,  the  Kells  range  of  lulls  using  abruptly 
near  the  uPI  er  end  of  the  loch.  Route :  Same  as 
Loch  Hartow,  which  see.  ,  • 

Loch  Edingham  is  in  the  parish  of  Urr.and 
helones  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Hutchison.  It  contains 
pike  Perch,  and  trout,  and  April  and  May  are  the 
Lst  month*.  Permission  to  fish  may  eas.ly  be 
got  and  accommodation  can  be  had  at  Dalbeattie. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Dalbeattie.  . 

Loch  Enoch  ia  in  the  pansh  of  M.nnigafi, 
two  and  a  half  miles  in  circumference,  and  having 
a 'number  of  islets,  and  very  jagged land  irregular 
shore..  One  of  the  islets  has  a  little  loch  on  it- 
bence  the  name.  Locb-in-a-loch.  corrupted  into 
Loch  Enoch.    Four  or  five  dozen  of  trout,  four  to 


a  lb.,  may  be  got  on  any  ordinary  day.  Loch 
Enoch  is  difficult  of  access,  there  being  ten  miles 
of  uneven  ground  to  get  over  from  Craiglure 
Lodge,  which  is  eight  miles  from  Straiton. 
Extremely  wild  and  nigged  scenery.  Puleskaig 
Burn  and  Eglin  Lane  flow  out  of  it,  and  there  is 
abundance  of  small  trout  in  both.  The  loch 
belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  and,  although 
not  open  to  the  public,  leave  is  not  difficult  to 
obtain.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Maybole ;  thence  hire 
to  Straiton,  seven  miles ;  thence  hire  to  Craiglure. 
eight  miles ;  thence  a  ten  miles  walk. 

Loch  Fellcroft,  or  Kirkcarsewell,  in  the 
parish  of  Rerwick,  contains  plenty  of  good  trout. 
It  belongs  to  Mr.  Murray-Stewart,  of  Cally,  whose 
permission,  or  that  of  the  tenant,  is  necessary. 
May  and  June  are  the  best  months,  and  accom- 
modation can  be  had  at  Dundrennan  village  or 
Ancliencaiir. 

Loch  Fleet.— A  little  loch  in  the  parish  of 
Girton,  some  600yds.  by  300yds ,  and  belonging 
to  Mr.  Murray-Stewart,  of  Cally,  whose  permission 
to  fish  is  necessary.    The  trout  run  four  to  a  lb  , 
are  very  lively,  and  afford  good  sport.   The  Little 
Fleet  flows  out  of  the  loch.    Nearest  hotel,  Gate- 
house.    Route  :  By  rail  to  Creetown ;  thence 
hire  ;  but  part  of  the  road  must  be  walked,  as  the 
loch  is  high  up  among  the  hills. 
Loch  Glenhead.— See  Loch  Dee. 
Loch  Grannoch.— A  beautiful  and  sequestered 
loch,  two  and  a  quarter  miles  by  half  a  mile,  in 
the  parish  of  Girthon.  Tt  belongs  to  Mr.  Murray- 
Stewart,  of  Cally,  and  Major  Stewart,  of  Cairns- 
more,  and  leave  to  fish  it  can  generally  be  got. 
Inn  accommodation  at  the  Murray  Arms,  Gate- 
house.   The  loch  contains  trout  and  char.  The 
former  are  small— say,  six  or  seven  to  the  lb.— 
but  seven  or  eight  drzen  may  be  got  in  a  good 
day  with  ordinary  loch  fly.    May,  June,  and  July 
are  the  best  months.    The  Cuttiemore  Burn  falls 
into  it,  and  the  Pallach  Bum  flows  out  of  it  to 
join  the  Black  Dee.    Splendid  mountain  scenery. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Dromore ;  then  walk  three 
miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINCS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  pul  lie  or  can  be  fished 
by  railing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  assocutions,  &c] 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Kinloch  B-annoch  is  a  very  beautiful  high- 
land village  at  the  lower  end  of  Loch  Rannoch. 
It  is  reached  by  daily  coach  from  Struan  Station 
on  the  Highland  Railway,  a  nice  drive  of  thirteen 
miles-  or  from  Rannoch  Station,  thence  drive 
eighteen  miles.  The  Tummel,  which  escapes  from 
the  loch  here,  Hows  through  the  village,  and  it  is 
spanned  by  a  substantial  stone  bridge.  The  whole 
scenery  is  extremely  beautiful,  and  the  place  a 
very  favourite  one  with  anglers  and  tourists.  Hie 
Dunalastair  Hotel  and  Bunrannoch  Hotel  afford 
accommodation,  and  visitors  can  fish  Loch  Ran- 
noch, Loch  Tummel,  and  the  river  Tummel. 

Eoehearnhead  is  beautifully  situated  at  the 
head  of  Loch  Earn,  and  is  reached  by  bus  troni 
Lochearnhead  Station  on  the  Caledonian  Railway. 
The  surrounding  scenery  is  very  lovely.  \  laitors 
can  fish  Loch  Earn,  close  by  ;  Looh  barg""*. 
three  miles  off;  Loch  Lubnaig,  live  miles  Off; 
the  Ogle,  quite  close;  the  Kenarum,  quite  close; 
the  Ample,  a  mile  off;  the  Beich,  two  milea  off. 

Lnib  is  a  station  on  the  Oban  Section  of  the 
Caledonian  Railway,  and  within  a  mile  is  Lu.b 
Hotel,  nicely  situated  on  the  banks  ol  He 
Dochart,  amid  very  fine  scene) y.  Visitors  can 
fish  the  Dochart  and  Loch  Nubhair. 

Marlee  is  about  two  miles  from  Blairgowrie, 
which  is  a  station  on  the  Caledonian  B*uway. 
The  Marlee  Hotel  affords  accommodation.  Visitors 
can  fish  Loch  Druniniellie  or  Marlee. 

Meiffle  is  a  pleasantly  situated  village  about 
eighteen  miles  from  Perth  and  is  a  station  on 
the  Caledonian  Railway.  Visitors  cm  fish  the 
Dean  and  the  Isla. 

(To  be  continued.) 


(\  i;  A  NT  La  FABOfl  (a  son  of  the  art  ist  )  appears 
in  the  February  .SVW/jm.th  as  the  author  of  a 
short  story.  This  versatile  young  man  is  one 
.,f  the  architects  of  the  new  oathedral  in  New 
York. 
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PLEASANT  MEMORIES 
ANGLING. 

(Continued  from  page  71.) 


OF 


The  recent  discovery  of  coal  in  Kent,  and  the 
possibility  of  its  reviving  a  long  abandoned 
industry,  viz.,  mining  for  iron  .and  smelting  it, 
brings  back  to  my  recollection  an  incident  which 
once  occurred  to  me  in  a  southern  county  within 
throe  hours'  railway  ride  of  London,  where  exist 
numbers  of  ancient  iron  pits,  long  disused,  known 
by  the  names  of  " hammer  ponds  "  and  "furnace 
ponds,"  which  are  now  full  to  the  brim  with 
water,  and  teeming  with  fish.  In  one  of  them  I 
once  "  struck  ile."  Rumour  said  it  was  a  perfect 
"  El  Dorado  "  for  pike  and  perch,  and  carp  of 
fabulous  size ;  but  anyway  that  might  be,  a  friend 
and  I  went  to  fish  there,  having  obtained  per- 
mission from  "  his  Lordship,"  who  would  himself 
often  catch  pike  when  fish  were  required  for 
dinner,  the  "  Old  Hall "  being  far  removed  from 
any  regular  supply  of  sea  fish. 

We  left  London — on  the  break  up  of  a  fort- 
night's frost  —  in  heavy  rain,  which  continued 
most  of  that  day  and  night.  That,  however,  did 
not  injure  our  fishing,  for  the  next  morning 
broke  brilliantly,  and  we  found  the  water  in 
excellent  condition ;  moreover,  fish  were  hungry 
after  their  enforced  fast  during  the  previous 
wintry  weather. 

The  nearest  railway  station  is  about  six 
miles  away ;  a  pleasant  drive  on  a  fine  day,  as 
the  road  skirts  the  base  of  a  lofty  range 
of  hills,  the  watershed  of  which  supplies  half 
a  dozen  ponds,  the  terminal  and  largest  one  being 
a  lakelet  of  about  eight  acres  in  extent,  with  an 
island  in  the  centre,  luxuriant  with  rhododenrons 
and  laurustinas,  and  conifera;  interspersed,  their 
branches  overhanging  the  water,  beneath  which, 
in  summer  and  autumn,  the  fish  would  find 
grateful  shelter  from  the  mid-day  sun.  The  only 
inn  was  old-fashioned,  but  very  comfortable  to 
stay  at.  The  landlord  was  as  quaint  as  the 
inn,  which  was  called  "The  "World's  End,"  for 
it  was  such  an  out  of  the  way  place.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  village,  it  being 
built  up  the  acclivity  of  a  hill,  the  cottages 
standing  in  their  own  little  orchards,  the  apple 
trees,  when  in  blossom  or  loaded  with  ripening 
fruit,  presenting  a  beautiful  appearance  well  worth 
going  some  distance  to  feast  one's  eyes  upon. 
The  mansion,  or  old  hall,  a  sort  of  "moated 
grange,"  is  a  most  antiquated  place,  and  dates 
back  to  1327,  in  which  year  it  was  built,  since 
when  it  has  been  a  possession  of  the  ancestors  in 
continuous  descent  of  the  present  earl.  The 
lakelet  where  we  fished  was  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  inn,  so  the  landlord  provided  a  small  hand- 
truck  and  a  lad,  who,  poor  fellow,  was  deaf  and 
dumb,  to  convey  rods,  tackle  bags,  &c,  across  the 
park  to  the  water,  where  the  previous  evening  we 
had  deposited  the,  cans  containing  our  live-baits. 
We  were  surprised  to  find  the  park  was,  in  many 
places,  intersected  with  heavy  iron  chains, 
having  square  links,  very  old  and  rusted! 
.No  doubt  these  chains  were  used  for  lifting 
the  iron  ore  from  the  pits  or  quarries 
trom  which,  m  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  the 
cannons  were  made  for  the  English  ships,  that 
fought  the  Spanish  Armada.  These  chains  were 
stretched  between,  and  ri  vetted  to  sturdy  oaken 
posts  to  prevent  cattle  straying,  but  were  divided 
at  the  paths;  and  there  tall,  upright  stones  were 
placed  with  V-shaped  openings  between  them, 
but  so  narrow  that  lambs  could  scarcely  squeeze 
through,  and  our  truck  had  to  be  unpacked  at 
these  places  and  lifted  over,  a  task  we  found 
no  joke  when  returning  at  evening  loaded  with 
fish. 

We  were  up  betimes  next  day  and  made  an 
early  inspection  of  the  pretty  village,  thus 
earning  an  appetite  for  a  hearty  breakfast,  such 
as  anglers  can  enjoy,  or  "honest  men,"  as  quaint 
old  Izaak  Walton  says.  Then  we  got  to  the  lake 
by  Jo  clock,  where  we  found  our  baits  all  alive 
and  m  first-rate  order. 

The  deepest  water  I  discovered  was  at  the 
eastern  end,  where  was  a  sluice  and  penstock, 
through  which  the  surplus  water  could  be  dis- 
charged into  the  stream  below.  On  the  western 
side  was  a  boathouse,  built  of  stone,  but  fast 
tailing  to  decay;  and  between  double  rows  of 
poplars  a  "  duck  decoy  "  had  been  constructed,  in 
which  quantities  of   wildfowl  were  oftentimes 


entrapped  in  favourable  winds  and  weather. 
Ancestral  oaks  and  elms  encircled  a  wide  margin 
of  turf  which  sloped  gently  to  the  water ;  count- 
less snowdrops  and  yellow  anemones  were  bursting 
into  bloom ;  the  blackbirds  and  thrushes  made 
the  groves  melodious  with  their  songs,  and  the 
place  a  paradise,  by  their  thus  adding  to  its 
sylvan  charms.  The  water  could  be  so  easily 
fished  from  the  grassy  margin  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  the  boat,  which  we  did  not  use  till 
afternoon,  when  patemostering  round  the  island, 
where  my  companion  caught  a  grand  perch  of 
3Mb.  It  took  a  large  gudgeon,  and  for  symmetry 
and  condition  was  one  of  the  handsomest  perch  I 
have  seen.  It  was  made  "a  thing  of  joy  and 
beauty"  by  the  late  Mr.  S.  Sanders,  the 
taxidermist. 

My  companion  commenced  his  fishing  with  a 
dace  on  snap  tackle,  and  soon  got  a  61b.  jack ; 
while  I  put  on  the  only  extra  large  bait  we  had — 
a  Jib.  roach — and  tried  the  deepest  water,  in  the 
hope  of  getting  a  big  pike. 

It  was  not  lpng  before  my  roach  was  taken,  and 
I  was  playing  a  101b.  fish,  that  was  hooked  so 
slightly  in  the  lip,  with  the  bait  outside  its  mouth, 
that  I  purposely  "scruffed  it"  hard,  broke  the 
hold,  and  saved  my  roach  to  use  later  on,  after 
resting  it  in  the  bait  can.  It  is  said  "  a  bird  in 
the  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush,"  and  no  doubt 
the  principle  of  this  axiom  would  apply  equally 
well  to  fish  ;  anyway,  it  required  decision,  and 
some  nerve,  to  purposely  break  away  from  a 
10-pounder,  but  I  did  so,  because  I  expected  there 
must  be  a  very  much  larger  pike  somewhere  about 
in  that  deep  water. 

Sport  was  good,  and  by  noon  we  had  several 
pike  and  perch  lying  on  the  green  sward.  We 
were  beginning  to  feel  hungry  and  ready  for 
lunch,  when  the  innkeeper  made  his  appearance 
with  a  basket  containing  among  other  gocd  things, 
a  pie  made  of  pigeons,  which  he  said,  that  he  had 
taken  a  "pot  shot"  at  while  they  were  on  the 
snow  under  the  park  wall.  They  seemed  rather 
large  for  pigeons,  but  whatever  kind  of  birds  they 
were,  it  was  a  very  delicious  pie.  Our  deaf  and 
dumb  attendant  brought  a  stone  jar  of  home 
brewed  ale,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  welcome 
repast,  the  music  of  a  pack  of  foxhounds,  with 
the  huntsmen  in  full  chase,  swept  by  close  to  us, 
adding  greatly  to  the  zest  of  our  enjoyable  day. 
Our  host,  once  a  Baltic  captain  in  middle  life, 
abandoned  the  ocean,  and  settled  down  as  "  boni- 
face "  of  the  inn ;  but  he  kept  up  his  nautical 
notions  by  always  calling  the  gravelled  fore- court 
of  bis  premises  "  the  beach."  He  volunteered  to 
manage  our  boat,  but  slipped  and  fell  backwards 
over  the  thwart,  and  was  liars  de  combat  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  This  incident  delayed  us 
a  little,  but  we  were  soon  fishing  again,  my  com- 
panion landing  a  12-pounder,  while  I  lost  a 
"  scorcher,"  which  completely  smashed  my  big 
roach.  How  I  managed  to  miss  that  pike, 
and  on  my  snap  tackle  too,  quite  puzzled  me. 
But  I  at  once  shifted  my  "  snap  "  to  a  strong  gut 
paternoster,  with  a  single  lip  hook,  on  which  I 
placed  a  very  small  dace,  tried  the  water  round 
about,  and  was  almost  immediately  taken. 
Then  came  a  quarter  of  an  hour  of  splendid 
sport,  the  fish  repeatedly  running  out  my  line 
as  far  as  the  island ;  but  I  had  my  capture 
"well  in  hand,"  and  at  my  second  attempt 
"  chucked  "  her  ladyship  tenderly  under  the  chin 
with  my  gaff, -for  she  was  of  the  gentler  sex,  and 
drew  her  safely  ashore.  The  fish  just  exceeded 
30Mb.  weight,  was  44in.  long,  and  24Mn.  girth,  and 
one  of  the  handsomest  for  symmetry  and  con- 
dition I  have  ever  caught,  besides  being  the 
largest  I  have  taken  on  gut  paternoster  tackle. 
The  late  Mr.  S.  Sanders  "  set  her  up  "  in  masterly 
style,  and  while  writing  this  paper  I  look  at  this 
specimen  pike,  and  two  others  of  mine,  much 
bigger  in  size  and  weight,  that  recall  pleasant 
memories  of  the  many  battles  I  have  fought  with 
fine  fish  in  rivers  and  lakes  in  years  that  have 
passed  away.  We  caught  thirty  pike  that  day,  of 
which  we  kept  twenty,  weighing  together  1541b. ; 
also  a  perch  of  3Mb.  and  2Mb.,  besides  four  others 
from  lib.  13oz.  to  lib.  3oz.,  and  an  eel  of  41b 
which  took  a  live-bait.  Stewed  and  "spatch- 
cocked," that  eel  made  two  delicious  dishes  for 
our  dinner  before  we  left  the  "  World's  End  Inn  " 
to  catch  the  night  train  for  London. 

Alfred  Jardine. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FAROESE    AND  ICELANDIC 

SHOOTING  AND  FISHING 
EXPEDITION. 


A  fishing  and  shooting  expedition  to  the  Far 
Islands  and  Iceland,  organised  and  persor 
conducted  by  J.  Russell  Jeafferson,  F.R.G.S.,  a 
Edgar  S.  Shrubsole,  with  a  view  of  fishing 
shooting  in  the  little  frequented  parts  of  Icela 
and  the  Faroe  Islands,  will  sail  from  Leith 
June  5, 1897,  arriving  at  Thorshavn  (the  capital  i 
the  Faroe  Islands),  on  June  7.  Here  the  party 
will  embark  on  a  specially  chartered  schooner, 
and  proceed  to  Midvaag,  in  the  Island  of  Vaagc 
(about  six  hours'  sail),  where  the  first  camp  will 
be  formed,  and  a  stay  made  of  ten  days.  After 
this  a  camp  will  be  formed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Linum  Lakes,  in  the  Island  of  Sudero,  for  one 
week.  This  camp  offers  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  whaling  at  Ve3temanhavn  and  Kollifiord. 
Next  the  party  proceed  to  Sando  (about  eight 
hours'  sail),  where  they  encamp  for  ten  days. 
From  this  camp  they  sail  (six  hours')  to  Ostero, 
where  a  camp  will  be  formed  for  one  week.  The 
party  then  return  to  Thorshavn,  where  those  who 
only  indulge  in  the  Faroe  trip  embark  for  the 
return  journey  to  Leith,  at  which  port  they  are 
due  on  July  19. 

The  Icelandic  party  sail  from  Leith  on  July  13, 
arriving  at  Thorshaven  on  July  16,  where  they  jojn 
any  of  the  Faroesepartythatare  going  onto  Iceland, 
and  arrive  at  Reykjavik  (the  capital  of  Iceland), 
on  July  20.  A  stay  of  two  or  three  days  will  be 
made  here,  and  those  of  the  party  who  are  not 
engaged  in  seeing  to  their  equipments,  testing 
pack,  and  riding-ponies,  &c,  can  indulge  in  some 
fairly  good  salmon  fishing  in  a  river  half  an  hour 
from  the  town  at  a  charge  of  10s.  per  day.  The 
party  proceed  first  to  Thingvalla  Lake,  and  en- 
camp there  for  ten  days.  After  which  they 
journey  to  the  Fiskivotn  ("  Fish  Lakes  "),  where 
the  next  camp  will  be  formed  for  another  ten 
days.  From  thence  by  boat,  and  across  country 
on  ponies  to  Myvatn  ("  Fly  Lake "),  and  the 
excellent  salmon  river  running  out  of  it ;  here  a 
camp  will  be  formed  for  a  fortnight,  and  ex- 
ploring, shooting,  and  fishing  parties  conducted 
daily  to  fresh  grounds.  The  party  then  journey 
back  to  Reykjavik,  from  whence  they  sail  on 
Sept.  2  for  Leith,  at  which  port  they  are  due  on 
Sept.  8.  N.B. — Arrangements  can  be  made  for 
any  of  the  party  to  leave  earlier  in  charge  of  a 
trusted  guide  and  interpreter ;  these  can  sail  from 
Reykjavik  on  Aug.  15,  and  arrive  in  Leith  on 
Aug.  21. 

Special  permissions  for  sporting  rights  have 
been  obtained  on  the  route  of  the  expedition. 

The  fishing  will  be  for  salmon,  sea  and  lake 
trout,  char,  and  sea  fish,  all  of  a  most  excellent 
quality.  The  shooting  menu  includes  reindeer, 
seal,  arctic  foxes,  hares,  snipe,  plover,  grouse, 
geese,  duck,  swan,  and  other  wildfowl. 

The  London  offices  of  the  expedition  are  at  40, 
Duke-street,  St.  James's,  where  the  map  of  the 
route  can  be  seen,  and  all  minor  particulars 
obtained. 

The  camp  equipment  and  provisioning  of  the 
party  has  been  entrusted  to  The  Military  Equip- 
ment Stores  and  "  Tortoise "  Tents  Company, 
Limited,  7,  Waterloo-place,  Pall  Mall ;  and  Messrs. 
Holbrow  and  Co.,  of  40,  Duke-street,  St.  James's, 
are  specially  prepared  to  furnish  the  fishing 
tackle,  &c.  Patterns  of  rods,  flies,  lines,  &o.,  as 
approved  by  the  organisers,  can  be  seen  at  40, , 
Duke-street,  St.  James's. 


FISHERIES  PRESERVATION  AT 
HENLEY. 


On  Friday,  Jan.  29,  the  Henley  Fisheries 
Preservation  Association  turned  into  the  Thames 
400  exceptionally  fine  two-year-old  trout,  pur- 
chased from  the  fishery  of  Col.  Custance,  at 
Weston,  near  Norwich. 

The  fish  were  from  7in.  to  12in.  in  length,  and 
were  very  strong  and  healthy,  not  one  of  the 
number  being  sick  or  appreciably  weak  after  the 
long  journey. 

Half  were  distributed  in  the  reach  between 
Henley  Bridge  and  Hambleden  Weir,  and  the 
remainder  between  the  middle  pool  at  Hambleden 
and  the  lower  end  of  Magpie  Island. 
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The  H.F.P.A.  hope  to  be  enabled  shortly  to 
purchase  a  further  consignment  of  these  fine  fish 
find  to  turn  them  down  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  committee  also  contemplate  expending  a 
large  portion  of  the  funds  in  hand  in  endeavouring 
to  improve  the  perch  fishing  in  the  district  by 
protecting  the  spawn  from  the  swans  and  water 
birds,  which  are  now  very  numerous. 

This  work  being  of  an  expensive  nature,  sub- 
scriptions or  donations  would  be  much  valued  by 
the  hon.  secretary,  A.  Edward  Hobbs. 

28,  Hart-street,  Henley-on-Thames. 


THE 


ANGLER  IN  IRELAND  FIFTY 
YEARS  AGO  * 
(Continued  from  page  72.) 

From  May  1  to  the  20th  the  large  fish  take 
well ;  at  or  about  that  time  the  peal  begin  to  run. 
Tom-  flies  must  be  now  much  smaller,  and  the 
tackle  lighter,  though  you  frequently  meet  large 
and  small  at  the  same  time.  The  Blue  Fly,  with 
jay  heckle,  rises  more  peal  than  any  other,  though 
it  is  not  taken  so  surely  as  the  oranges,  Lochabers, 
browns,  and  blacks.  The  greens  are  always  good 
throughout  the  entire  season. 

If  you  have  great  spirit,  fish  now  and  then  with 
a  dropper,  not  so  gaudy  as  your  tail  fly.  A 
Dromore  is  excellent,  either  bright  brown,  claret- 
coloured,  or  dark  olive.  I  do  not  recommend  this 
practise  at  Donass,  or  in  rocky  waters  ;  nor  do  I 
entirely  interdict  it,  as  the  salmon  will  run  more 
risks  than  you  do.  Small  baits  will  be  now  taken 
well  as  previously,  particularly  the  small 
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gravelin,  loach,  minnow,  thom-back,  shrimp,  and  a 
little  tinselled  eel ;  and  in  floods  and  in  mountain 
rivers,  the  blue-head  or  lob-worm  often  takes  peal 
and  trout. 

From  May  20  to  July  1  the  peal  fishmg  is  prime 
in  the  Shannon  and  many  other  rivers.    In  some 
there  is  no  run  of  salmon  of  any  kind  until  July, 
when  they  arrive  with  the  white  trout ;  and,  during 
the  period  above  referred  to,  any  particular 
observation  as  to  flies  is  unnecessary,  except  as 
to  size,  which  must  be  large  or  small,  according 
to  the  heavy  or  light  water  in  which  you  may 
angle  ;  and  for  baits  (as  the  fry  have  all  departed), 
you  must  provide  minnow,  thorn-back,  little  eels, 
or  small  mountain  trout,  which  are  equal  to  bait 
whatever  for  salmon,  and  shrimps  by  all  means. 
You  are  often  like  to  meet  a  large  fish  turning 
brown,  and  if  his  residence  is  among  rocks,  begin 
the  battle  with  him,  and  hold  as  hard  as  your 
tackle  will  allow.    You  should  have  at  this  time, 
and  for  the  remainder  of  the  season,  much 
plainer  turf  colours,  bright  and  sooty  browns, 
dark  green  fur,  and  all  those  descriptions,  with 
spotted  mallard  wing,  or  good  turkey  feather. 
A  black  fly  is  often  good,  with  very  little  peacock 
breast  feather  in  the  wing,  and  some  of  the  grey 
peacock  wing  feather  at  each  side,  with  macaw 
mixed  with  guinea — hen  side — feathers. 

From  July  1  to  Aug.  12  (when  taking  ot 
salmon  is,  or  ought  to  be,  at  an  end  everywhere), 
both  salmon  and  peal,  in  all  those  rivers  that 
have  an  early  run  of  fish,  get  sulky,  and  are 
difficult  to  please,  except  at  the  clearing  of  floods, 
and  you  may  be  assured  that  the  least  gaudy  flies 
arc  the  best.    All  shades  of  brown,  tied  Dromore 
and  Inchiquin  way,  may  be  depended  on,  and  the 
wings,  of  sooty  browns  and  turf  colours,  should 
have  only  mallard  or  turkey  feather  for  wing,  with 
a  few  strips  of  brown,  pheasant  tail,  and  macaw  side 
feathers.    Salmon  do  not  take  small  fish  well 
during  this  period;  but  peal  are  frequently 
killed  by  trout  fishers  with  blue  heads,  or  lob- 
worm and  trout  flies.    In  those  rivers  where  the 
fish  do  not  run  until  the  latter  part  of  J  une  and 
the  beginning  of  July,  the  gaudy  flies  are,  on 
their  first  arrival,  the  most  killing ;  in  some  time 
they  lose  their  credit,  and  the  observations  I  have 
hitherto  made  will  hold  good  as  well  to  the  late 
late  rivers  as  to  the  earlier  ones,  and  their  respec- 
tive modes  of  feeding.  .  . 

This  work  may  now,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
come  to  a  conclusion.  Much  more  may  be  written 
on  the  subject.  I  have  written  from  the  most 
disinterested  motives,  as  jt  is  more  than  probable 
my  angling  days  are  numbered.  Still,  I  think  1 
may  be  remembered  on  lake  and  river  by  those 
who  may  choose  to  follow  my  instructions. 

•  Prom  O'Gorman's  "  Practice  of  Angling,  particularly 
as  regards  Ireland." 


HAS  THE  FISH  A  MEMORY? 

Professor  Ludwig  Edinger.  is  collecting 
information  on  this  point,  and  writes  to  us  as 
follows  :  "  Have  fish  a  memory  ?    A  request  for 
information.    There  is  a  general  opinion  that  fish 
have  some  sort  of  memory,  that  they  can  recognise 
people,  know  how  to  find  or  to  avoid  places  where 
they  have  made  formerly  some  experiences,  that 
fish  which  have  once  escaped  the  rod  know  the 
bait,  &c.    It  is  highly  desirable  that  all  experience 
of  this  kind  should  be  collected  in  the  interest 
of    comparative    psychology.     The    reason  is 
that  till    now  we    believed    the    function  of 
memory  to  depend  on  the  action  of  the  brain 
cortex.    All  experience  in  man  and  in  the  higher 
animals  has  led  to  that  conclusion.    During  the 
last  years  it  has  been  proved  that  fish  have  no 
brain  cortex  at  all.    They  are  the  only  existing 
vertebrates  without  a  brain  cortex.    Now  if  we 
could  prove  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt  that 
fish  really  have  a  memory,  that  they  gam  ex- 
perience and  can  make  use  of  it,  then  we  shall 
have  to  give  up  the  till  now  general  opinion  that 
memory  has  its  seat  in  the  brain  cortex.  There- 
fore it  is  extremely  important  to  have  an  entirely 
new  set  of  experiences."    Professor  Edinger  then 
asks  all  anglers  and  naturalists  to  communicate 
to  him  any  experiences  they  may  have  had, 
requesting  them  particularly  to  take  nothing  for 
granted,  as  the  smallest  observation  may  prove  of 
the  greatest  importance.    Professor  Edinger  s 
address  is  20,   Gartnerweg,  Frankfurt,  Main. 
Here,  then,  is  a  splendid  chance  for  anglers  to  tell 
their  pet  tales  and  to  throw  light  on  this  interesting 
question.    Many  incidents  which  commonly  occur 
to   anglers  would    decidedly    go    against  the 
theory  that  fish  have  memories.    Thus,  a  fash 
which  has  had  a  fly  broken  in  his  mouth  will 
often  immediately  take  another,  and  on  being 
captured  the  broken  one  may  be  found  still 
sticking  in  his  mouth,  and  then  it  is  well  known 
to  fishermen  that  a  pike  which  escapes  while  it  is 
being  played  will  often  again  ferociously  seize  the 
bait  if  it  be  at  once  temptingly  offered  him. 
Such  well-known  facts  as  these  do  not  at  first 
sight  point  to  any  highly  developed  powers>  of 
reasoning    in    the    fish,    but   before  drawing 
any  conclusions  from  them,  another  factor- 
that  of  sensibility— must  also  be  taken  into 
consideration.    It  is  highly  probable   that  a 
fish  hooked  with  a  small  fly  hook  in  a  gristly 
part  of  the  jaw  feels  little  or  no  pam,  and  there- 
fore if  the  hook   immediately  breaks,  the  fisn 
possibly  looks  upon  it  as  a  very  slight  incon- 
venience which  in  no  wise  need  hinder  him  from 
continuing  his  meal.    A  fish's  brain  is  a  very 
small  mass  compared  with  the  weight  of  the  body, 
and  is  also  small  in  comparison  to  the  spinal 
cord    We  have  no  doubt  that  Professor  Edinger 
will  receive  many   interesting  communications 
from  people  who  are  in  the  habit  of  studying  the 
habits  of  fish  carefully,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  reliable  conclusions  will  be  drawn  irom 
them. — Lancet 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 
FLYFISHERS'  CLUB. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
club  on  Thursday,  the  28th  ult.,  the  report  and 
statement  of  accounts  were  submitted,  and  showed 
that  the  club  was  still  adding  to  its  balance  and 
prospering  generally.  The  report  states  that  the 
sub-committee  appointed  to  form  a  collection  of 
feathers  and  other  material  for  fly  dressing  has 
made  good  progress  with  its  labours,  and  the 
general  committee  have  voted  a  sum  for  its 
appropriate  mounting  and  housing  The  com- 
irnttea  and  office-bearers  were  re-elected ;  but  the 
election  of  a  president  was  deferred  till  a  date  to 
be  fixed  in  March.  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  and  Mi. 
R.  B.  Marston  were  both  unable  to  be  present  on 
account  of  illness. 


THE  FLYFISHERS'  CLUB. 


TROUT  AND  SALMON  ANGLING  IN 
IRELAND. 
The  Fisheries  Committee  of  the  Irish  Tourists' 
Association  met  on  Friday  in  the  council  chamber 
of  the  Royaf  Dublin  Society,  in  Kildare-street, 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Mayo  presiding  1  he 
other  members  of  the  committee  P^ent  were 
Major  Claude  Cane,  J.P.,  W.  Fox,  Thomas 
Hewson,  Macartney  Filgate,  Hamilton  Stubber, 
J  P  Major  E.  Hamilton,  J.P.,  D'Arcy  I.  Hamilton, 
f'  W.  Crossley,  Henry  Kinahan,  J  P.,  Laurence 
Malone,  D.  J.  Wilson,  C.  Fitzgerald,  and  A.  JS. 
Moran  (secretary).  -  ....    .  ■ 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  having  been 
read  and  signed,  the  secretary  stated  that  the 
report,  as  drafted  by  Mr.  D'Arcy  Hamilton,  on 
the  present  condition  of  trout  and  salmon  an  glmg, 
was  now  ready,  and  same  was  submitted  to  the 
committee,  amended,  adopted  and  ordered  to  be 
printed  forthwith.  It  was  then  deeded  to  wait 
upon  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant  ot 
Ireland  with  the  view  to  taking  steps  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  inland  fisheries  of  the  country, 
rpije  meeting  ajterwarda  :.<l,|onrn<:d.         iK  11  _ 


The  annual  dinner  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  Feb.  3,  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  Strand.  Mr. 
Irwin  E.  B.  Cox   presided,  and  amongs t  the 
members  present  were :  Mr.  E.  R.  Allen,  Mr.  1.  J  • 
Barratt,  *Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  Mr.  J.  J.  . Bolding, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Booker,  *Mr.  Reg.  E.  Booker,  Mr.  W .  * . 
Brougham,  Major  A.  Carlisle,  Mr   J.  Comyns 
Carr,  Mr.  C.  R.  Catchpool,  Mr.  G.  J.  Cbatterton, 
*Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  Mr.  Irwin  E.  B.  Cox,  D.L,  ,  J.r., 
Mr  H.  E.  M.  Davies,  Mr.  W.  J.  Donbayand,  *M-r. 
H   Ffennell,  Mr.  Basil  Field  (president)  Mr. 
E.  C.  Frend,  *Rev.  R.  Glover,  Mr.  A.  Godwin, 
Mr.    H.    E.    Gribble,    *Mr.    F.    M    Hal  ford, 
•Mr.  T.  P.  Hawksley,  Mr   H.  H.  Holt ,  *Mr. 
W.  P.  Horton,  Mr.  R.    Jewell,  Mr    W.  F. 
Laurie  Mr  R  H  W.  Leach,  Mr.  G.  J.  Leslie, 
^Mr!     Lloydt Mr.  H.  Lovatt,  Mr.  G.  C.  McAdaiu, 
Rev.  G.  E.  Mackie,  Mr.  Duncan  Macintosh  Mi. 
R.  B.  Marston  (bon.  treasurer),  Mr.  Harry  Mear, 
Mr.  A.  C.  Mitchell,  Mr.  T.  A.  Mitchell  Mr.  M  W. 
Morton,  *Lieut.-Col.   H.    Murray    Mr.  1.  K. 
Ohlson,  Mr.  W.  Q.  Orotordson.  R.A.,  D.0  L 
*Mr.  G.  H.  Orton,  M.B.,  Mr.  J. Paterson ^  B.oads, 
Paterson,  and  Co.),  Mr.  David  W.  JJ- 
Power,  *Mr.  Arthur  Price,  Mr.  T.  Shute  Robeit- 
son  Mr.  G.  F.  Rogers,  Mr.  A.  Roscoe  Mr. 
Resell  MivS.W0Searle,*M,  Wm.  Senior,  Dr. 
W  T  Reward   Mr  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  Mr.  r3.  W. 
Sm^riSwSet  Mr  J.  M^fe  \  ?5 
Mr.  A.  R.  Ticehurst,  M.R.C.SL.  Mr.  N.  1 .  Tice- 
burst,  Mr.  E.  R.  Tymms,  Mr.  T.  B.  \  ernon  Mr. 
J    G.  Vokins,  Mr.  R.  W.  Walker.  Mr.  A.  M 
White   Mr.  J.  Wilkinson,  Mr.  H.  D.  Willock 
•Mr.  D .  Wilson  (hon.  sec),  Mr.  W.  S.  Wyman, 

MAmongst  those  who  wrote  regretting  inability 
to  attend  were  :  The  Hon  Sir  Ford  Jorto,  Mr 
Walter  E  Archer,  H.M.  Inspector  of  lushenes 
Sand);  Mr.  E.  R.S.  Bartket .^onbj 
Bidie,  Mr.  R.  D.  Bemngton  Sir  Bios  J.  * raay 
(late  Inspector  of  Fisheries  IrelandKDi.Bnmto  i 
committee),  Dr.  Cheadle,  Mr.  A.  W.  Come.  Mi. 
STBn,  Dr.  Edward  Hamilton  (hon.  mo- 

J  H.  Thomas,  Major  Traherne,  Mr.  M.  \  aughan. 

Among  the  visitors  and  guests  present  we. le :  Sii 
Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.  Mr.  R.  S bortrede  M, .  E. 
Nathan,  Mr.  E.  Scovell,  Mr  A.  3 -Wilg n  M  , 
Luke  Hansard,  Mr.  H   R.  }«  J" 

Leach,  Mr.  W.  U  Smith-  Mr  .A  •  ■> -  .  M  J \ 
Hawksley,  Mr.  A.  J.  Payne,  M'^  Rg 
Mr.  C.  C  Blundell.  Mr.  Alwyn  Safti.  Mi. .» 


If  you  are  Interested  In  Books 
Bktord;"  St  Dun.tW.  HouM,  Frtter-lane,  London. 


Mr.  U.  V.  Jiiunaeu.  iu.  n^j-  M...Mon 
Frere,  Mr.  H.  Oeborn  Jenkyiis,  Mr  .« « -J  ; 
Mr.  J.  Theodore  Vokins  Mr.  .<  ■  <■•  rost <;,  M  . 
o  w  t  omVvort  Dr  F.  T.  Siinson,  Mr.  L.  n. 
S;  Yl  I  <  V  T nvr  Mr..l.  L.  Honhote.Mr. 
iould,  Mr.  ().  it.  J  i'"11"'  • 1  .,     w  vv00,i. 

Scholefield,  Mr.  .Ian.es  I'owell,  M.   W .  VV  od 
ions  Praine,  Mr.  J.  Pollard,  Mr.  <  .  J-.*"1*'"^' 
kTw.G  (iHh.-le,  Mr.H.L.W.toMr.J- 


hi 

By-n/Dr.  Washington  W,  f-'X'Tl^ 
Mr  .J  L.  Mackintosh,  Mr.  R,  Oola,  ftl  ■  * 
man  Mr.  B.  P.  Marston  Mr.  N.  L.  M  Mr 
A  r,nckwood  Mr.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  w.  n. 
Broina^  Mr.  H.  Maliim.  Mr.  a  H.HO-..;. 
Mr.  R.  J.  Forrest,  Mr.  M.  Payne,  Mr.  1.  Ooswin, 
Mr.  H.  Allison,  &c,  &o.  

»  Membeni  ot  OommittMi 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  6,  1897 


The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  health  of 
the  Queen  and  the  Royal  Family,  said :  "  I  am 
going  to  ask  yon,  gentlemen,  kindly  to  forgive  me 
if  1  trespass  a  little  on  your  attention  on  this 
occasion  in  proposing  this  toast.  This  is  the 
Queen's  year—the  Diamond  Juhilee.  (Applause.) 
I  don't  think  that  we,  as  Englishmen  and 
gentlemen,  should  pass  this  toast  without 
saying  something  to  commemorate  that  event. 
The  Queen  this  year  has  reigned  longer  over 
this  country  than  any  other  monarch.  (Hear, 
hear.)  Under  her  the  country  at  larga  has 
received  every  Messing  which  a  kind  Almighty 
could  give  us,  and  in  no  small  measure  the 
prosperity  of  the  country  during  her  reign  has 
depended  upon  the  conduct  of  its  ruler.  God 
hless  her.  Her  Majesty's  name  will  be  handed 
down  to  posterity  as  that  of  a  model  of  all  that  a 
woman,  a  wife,  a  mother,  and  a  Sovereign  should 
be."   (Renewed  cheers.) 


can  be  no  doubt  that  within  the  last  ten  years  the 
number  of  fishers  who  are  votaries  of  the  fly  rod 
has  increased  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  number 
of  fish  they  have  to  catch.  (Applause  and 
laughter.)  But  if  the  fishers  increase,  so  long 
should  our  numbers  increase,  and  I  do  not  see 
why  this  club  should  not  become  the  first 
in  this  country.  (Applause.)  But  to  bring 
our  forces  up  to  the  highest  point,  it  strikes 
me,  and  I  think  from  all  I  have  heard  that 
it  has  struck  many  of  you  also,  that  something 
more  is  wanted  than  the  mere  name.  We  want  a 
local  habitation.  (Applause.)  That  local  habita- 
tion means  money,  and  money  means  members, 
and,  therefore,  let  me  ask  you,  and  all  who  have 
the  well-being  of  this  club  at  heart,  to  do  all 
they  can  to  obtain  as  many  additions  to  our 
numbers  as  possible.  By  that  means  from 
the  few  hundreds  we  now  possess  we  may 
nearly  double  them  ;  and  also,  I  think,  with  all 


From  a  Pliotogrc.p'i  by] 


IRWIN  E.  B.  COX,  Esq.,  J.P.,  D.L. 


[Elliott  and  Fry,  London. 


The  next  toast  was  that  of  "  The  Flyfishers' 
Club." 

The  Chairman  said :  "  Mr.  President,  vice- 
chairman,  and  gentlemen,  the  next  toast  of  our 
programme  is  the  toast  of  "  The  Flyfishers'  Club." 
(Cheers).  In  the  year  1886  I  received  a  note  from 
that  past-master  in  the  art  of  fly  fishing,  who,  with 
a  modesty  not  always  found  among  fly  fishers  or 
fishers  generally,  styled  himself  an  "Amateur 
Angler,"  and  asked  me  to  join  a  club  which  was 
to  be  devoted  to  the  art  of  fly  fishing.  Being  as 
modest  as  himself,  I  assented  with  alacrity,  and 
others  following  the  example  thus  set,  also 
joined,  and  we  formed  the  society  which  you 
now  call  "  The  Flyfishers'  Club."  From  that  time 
I  am  glad  to  find  from  the  reports  that  our 
clnb  has  proceeded  from  good  to  better,  and 
from  better  almost  to  best.  (Applause).  I  say 
almost,  because  I  do  not  think  we  have  yet  arrived 
at  the  summit  of  our  hopes  and  wishes.  There 


respect  for  the  committee  who  so  ably  conduct 
this  club,  I  think  the  time  may  come  when  we 
shall  be  able  to  dine  under  our  own  rooftree,  and 
to  receive  our  friends  in  our  own  billiard  room. 
(Applause.)  This  is  an  age  in  which  you  can  do 
nothing,  or  very  little,  unless  you  combine.  Com- 
bination is  the  secret  of  success,  and  unless  we,  as 
fishermen,  combine,  and  thus  make  our  wishes 
felt  in  the  direction  which  we  may  deem  desirable, 
I  do  not  think  we  shall  obtain  that  which  our 
heart  is  set  upon,  namely,  to  influence  Parliament 
to  do  for  us  what  we  wish.  If,  however,  we  combine 
together  in  a  strong  and  powerful  association,  we 
shall  be  able  not  only  by  the  influence  of  individuals 
but  also  by  the  collective  power  of  our  body  to 
influence  not  only  county  councils — for  that  we 
must  do  on  the  great  pollution  question  (applause) 
— but  also  the  House  of  Commons,  so  as  to  secure 
them,  they  will  pass  such  measures  as  we  may 
deem  desirable  for  the  interests  of  our  class. 


What  are  those  advantages,  and  what  is  it  we  do 
want  P  If  you  look  down  the  pages  of  the  sport- 
ing papers  you  will  see  many  questions  there 
referred  to  of  vital  importance  to  the  fishing 
interest.  There  is  the  question  of  pollution.  I 
am  afraid  that  having  some  knowledge  of  laws 
relating  to  pollution  I  must  say  that  they  are  in 
a  very  unsatisfactory  state.  There  are  grave 
questions  now  pending  which  both  sides  are 
afraid  to  try,  simply  because  the  law  is  so  very 
uncertain  on  the  points  at  issue.  If  we  were, 
associated  in  so  strong  a  body  as  I  have  suggested 
we  might  be  able  to  force  from  Parliament 
some  alteration  of  these  laws.  (Applause.) 
Then,  again,  there  is  the  question  of  restocking. 
As  I  said  before,  fishermen  have  about  drowned 
the  trout.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  re- 
stocking should  take  place,  not  only  every  year, 
but  as  often  as  possible,  and  as  the  money  will 
allow.  On  that  question  the  club  could  (Jo  good 
service  to  all  their  members.  Then  again,  there 
is  the  question  of  conservancy.  That  is  a  burning 
question,  because  there  is  always  a  certain 
amount  of  antagonism.  Take  the  principal  rivers. 
There  is  the  question  of  salmon  rights,  and  the 
queslion  of  trout  fishers  and  other  matters,  and 
whether  the  conservators  should  have  control  over, 
the  whole  of  the  river  or  not.  These  are  matters 
which  a  strong  body  might  be  able  to  control, 
and,  therefore,  I  hope  we  shall  soon  be  able  to 
form  so  strong  an  association  as  to  make  our 
wishes  felt  in  Parliament  on  such  subjects. 
Then  there  is  the  social  question  also,  and 
the  clubhouse  would  solve  it.  We  fisher- 
men are  after  all  a  very  clubable  sort 
of  men.  (Applause.)  We  like  to  talk  of 
our  powers  here,  there,  and  everywhere. 
Whether  there  may  not  be  somewhat  of  the 
Ananias  in  it  is  a  question  of  opinion.  (Laughter.) 
For  my  part  I  am  always  content  to  take  stories 
as  they  come  (hear,  hear),  and  I  hope  that  every 
good  fisherman  does  the  same,  because  some  day 
or  other  he  may  be  in  the  same  box  himself.  As 
I  say  fishers  are  a  clubable  people ;  and,  therefore, 
a  central  club  in  London  with  a  certain  number 
of  bedrooms  for  the  accommodation  of  country 
friends  when  they  come  to  town  would  be  most 
acceptable.  (Applause.)  But  there  is  another 
aspect  of  fishing.  It  is  a  general  one  which  is 
not  usually  referred  to,  and  that  is  hygenic  power 
which  it  possesses.  I  respectfully  venture  to 
think  that  the  faculty  do  not  sufficiently  recog- 
nise the  great  advantage  of  the  art  of  fishing 
in  the  cure  of  certain  diseases.  Of  all  the 
terrible  and  painful  ills  that  afflict  human  flesh 
there  is,  I  venture  to  think,  none  greater  than 
those  occasioned  by  the  stress  and  worry  of 
modem  life,  which  the  doctors  call  by  the 
euphonious  name  of  nervous  exhaustion.  The 
usual  course  is  to  send  the  patient  to  the 
Riviera  or  to  Egypt,  from  whence  he  often  conies 
back  worse  than  when  he  went  away.  Now,  I 
would  suggest  to  the  faculty  that  a  course  of 
fly  fishing  would  have  not  only  as  good  but  a 
better  effect  on  the  health  of  the  unfortunate 
patient.  Let  him  change  the  time  of  year,  and 
send  the  man  whose  nerves  have  been  unstrung 
by  various  circumstances  in  the  month  of  May  or 
early  June  with  some  tourist  friend  to  the  river- 
side, there  to  learn  the  noble  art  of  fly-fishing. 
It  is  true  that  many  people  do  not  care  two 
buttons  about  it,  but  the  lumping  instinct  is 
strong  in  our  race,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking 
that  many  of  the  sufferers  would  become  better 
men  from  a  course  of  fly-fishing.  It  is  worth 
trying,  and,  at  any  rate,  they  would  hear  the 
song  of  the  birds,  they  would  be  soothed  by  the 
rythm  of  the  river,  and  would  be  impressed  by  all 
the  sights  and  sounds  of  nature,  while  their  nerves 
would  be  gently  stimulated  by  the  fresh  air  of 
spring.  Even  if  they  are  beaten  by  the  amuse- 
ment itself  the  cure  is  half  complete,  and  the 
mountain  of  trouble  which  threatened  to  over- 
whelm them  would  soon  be  found  passing  away, 
and  after  the  first  rise  occurs  the  tyro  finds  him- 
self imbued  with  the  divine  afflatus  of  fishing. 
Then  the  skeleton  in  the  cupboard,  and  the  wounds 
and  bothers  of  business,  and  the  troubles  of 
domestic  life,  and  other  jealousies  and  anxieties 
of  public  affairs  will  all  be  dissipated,  and  with 
every  fresh  rise  the  faith  of  the  fisher  would 
increase,  and  all  the  mountains  of  evil  would  fold 
up  their  tents  like  the  Arabs  and  silently  steal  away. 
Gentlemen,  I  beg  to  propose  to  you  "The  Fly- 
fishers' Club." 
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The  President  (Mr.  Basil  Field)  on  rising  to 
reply  was  heartily  welcomed  from  all  quarters  of 
the  room.    He  said:  "This  flattering  reception 
might  well  provoke  a  very  serious  outbreak  of 
pride  on  my  part  did  I  not  know  it  to  be  but  a 
kindly  expression  of  sympathy  for  a  good  man- 
or rather  a  man  not  yet  found  out— struggling 
with  adversity,  by  which  I  mean  struggling  to 
make  himself  heard  in  this  room.  (Laughter.) 
But  apart  from  this,  to  reply  to  the  toast  of  the 
evening,  to  represent,  be  it  but  for  a  few  brief 
minutes,    the    Flyfishers'    Club,  excuses,  nay, 
justifies  pride.    Accordingly,  I  feel  as  proud  as 
old  Cole's  dog  that  would  take  the  wall  of  a 
dung-cart  and  got  crushed  by  the  wheel.  And, 
sir,  fike  that  historic  animal,  I  am  crushed  by  the 
wheel  of  Fortune — squeezed  into  a  tight  place— 
and  my  pride,  my  poor  budding  pride,  ground  to 
the  very  dust  of  humility.    For,  sir,  what  words 
of  mine  can  add  one  grain  to  the  love  we  bear  our 
dub  ?    And  what  words— I  will  not  say  of  mine, 
but  of  a  gifted  orator,  endowed  though  he  were 
with  the  characterisation,  descriptive  power,  and 
local  colour,  of  our  friend— alas !  our  absent 
friend  —  William    Black?    (Applause.)  What 
words,  I  say,  of  even  such  a  man  as  this  could 
convey  more  than  a  faint  impression  of  our 
delightful  Thursday  evenings  to  those  who  know 
them  not?     It  is  hopeless!     As  well  might 
one  hope  to  hold  an  eel   by  the    tail  with 
soapy  hands.    (Laughter  and  applause.)    But  I 
think  I  can  best  employ  the  few  minutes  allotted 
to  me  for  my  speech  by  our  jealous  and  ever 
watchful  hon.  sec.  in  attempting  to  explode  a 
mischievous    fallacy,    as    widespread,    I  fear, 
as  it  is  ill-founded,  concerning  the  nature  of 
the  qualification  for  membership  of  our  club, 
and  this,  with  your  permission,  I  can  best  do  by  a 
short  autobiographical  sketch  of  my  club  life. 
Some  years  ago  I  was  honoured  by  an  invitation 
to  allow  my  name  to  be  entered  in  the  list  of 
candidates  for  election  to  the  Flyfishers'  Club. 
At  first  I  thought  it  was  a  hoax— for  even  Fly- 
fishers will  at  times  unbend— more  especially  m 
the  close  season,  and  cast  about  to  get  a  rise  out 
of  each  other.    But  on  reflecting  that  the  invita- 
tion came  through  our  hon.  treasurer,  a  man 
of  too  refined  a  nature  to  take    delight  m 
practical  jokes,  however  innocent,  I  set  myselt 
seriouslv    to    consider  whether  or    no  I  was 
qualified  to  join  the  club.     Now  there  is  no 
mock  modesty  about  me.  Indeed,  the  friends  who 
know  me  best  frequently  hint  that  I  am  not  over- 
burdened with  modesty  of  any  kind.    But,  be 
this  as  it  may,  I  felt  assured  that  I  was  not 
creatly  below  the  average  as  an  all-round  fisher- 
man, while  I  was  undoubtedly  above  it  as  a 
poacher.    Would  these  qualifications  entitle  me 
to  hope  for  admission  among  the  elect  ?    I  feared 
not.    I  had  been  given  to  understand  that  the 
club  consisted  exclusively  of  a  body  of  experts, 
each  and  every  of  whom  could  at  will— when 
kneeling,  sitting,  or  even  lying  prostrate  beneath 
the  pendent  and  interlacing  branches  of  a  weeping 
willow  tree,  we  will  say,  or  in  some  such  favour- 
able position— cast  a   fly  in  the  teeth  of  a 
hurricane  and  place  it  lightly,  and  delicately 
cocked,  in  the  circumference  of  a  wine-glass  at 
any  given  spot  within  a  range  of  from  :JOyds.  to 
40yds.  This,  in  the  privacy  of  self  confession,  I  was 
constrained  to  admit  was  rather  beyond  my  form. 
But  if  I  could  not  shine  among  the  lights,  I  could 
at  least  keep  dark.   I  could,  I  thought,  keep  my 
ears  open  to  the  words  of  wisdom,  and  my  mouth 
shut  to  the  words  of  folly,  and  thus  pass  muster 
without  detection.    So  I  joined  the  club.  Well, 
sir,  I  heard  the  words  of  wisdom—'  vast  vocal >u- 
laries  of  them.'     I  barkened  to  the  words  oi 
wisdom,  and  treasured  them  in  my  heart.  By 
this  time  I  ought  to  be  a  living  encyclopedia  ot 
fish  lore,  over- flowing  with  wise  saws  and  modern 
instances  ;  but  unfortunately,  although  each  pro- 
fessor was  cocksure  that  his  mode  of  procedure 
was  the  only  right  and  true  mode  of  procedure, 
nay,  that  by  no  other  method  could  any  se  1- 
respecting  trout  possibly  be  captured,  yet  the 
professors  differed  so  diametrically  in  the  advice 
they  gave,  that  I  was  left  to  puzzle  out  my  own 
theories  for  myself  as  best  I  could.    I  learned, 
however,  from  these  discoveries,  that  our  leading 
lights  were  by  no  means  so  narro,w-minded  and 
bicotted  as  I  had    been  led  to  believe    .  It 
'  transpired,    for    example,    that    down  ^stream 
fishing  for  grayling  was  not  the  unpardonable 
sin,  and  it  was  even  whispered  that  one  ot  our-. 


trusted  masters — who  shall,  of  course,  be  name- 
less—had, without  a  touch  of  shame  or  sorrow  in 
his  voice,  admitted  that  he  had  with  his  own  eyes 
watched  a  man  fishing  for  trout  in  a  south-country 
chalk  stream  with  two  flies  attached  to  his  cast ; 
and,   furthermore,   that   he  had  unblushingly 
confessed  that  he  did  not  then  and  there  throw 
that  man  into  the  river.    This  I,  of  course,  set 
down  as  merry  jest  or  playful  banter  rather  than 
sober  history;  yet  the  mere  mention  of  such 
heresy  within  the  orthodox  walls  of  the  Flyfishers' 
Club  came  as  sweet  balm  to  my  senses,  and 
allowed  me  to  breathe  more  freely.    But  it  was 
not  until  near  the  close  of  last  season  that 
the    perfect   knowledge  of   the  all-embracing 
sympathy  of  some  of  our  typical  dry-fly  men 
for  fishing  in  its  lower  and,  as  some  purists 
might  say,  in  its  less   legitimate  forms,  was 
vouchsafed  to  me,  and  it  was  borne  upon  me 
thuswise :  One  calm  and  peaceful  Sunday  after- 
noon I  grew  weary  of  the  eternal  silence  of  the 
hills  (whereon  for  a  time  I  had  taken  up  my 
abode).    It  seemed  'a barren  and  a  dryland  in 
which  no  water  was.'    I  thirsted  for  communion 
with  mankind  —  especially  fishermankind.  I 
yearned  for  the  truth  in  general  and  for  one  of 
'  Detached  Badger's  '  convincing  fish  stories  m 
particular.     At  last  my  craving  overcame  my 
laziness,  and  I  set  off  with  a  run  to  the  river.  I 
heeded  not  the  song  of  bird  nor  insects'  busy 
hum.    I  tarried  not  to  hear  the  plash  of  water 
lapping  the  banks  of  the  Kennet  swift  for  silver 
eels  renowned.    Partly,  no  doubt,  because  the 
Kennet  at  Ramsbury  is  slow  and  sluggish,  and  as 
to  eels  they  are  now  as  rare  as  alligators.  But, 
no  matter,  I  hastened  on  to  the  Old  Town  Mill 
House.  The  door  stood  ajar;  but  there  was  no  sign 
of  life  to  be  seen,  save  an  old  torn  cat  leisurely 
chewing  the  viscera  of  an  undersized  fish,  a  dace 
I  hope,  and  no   sound  to  be  heard  save  the 
rhythmic  snoring  of  the  housekeeper,  proceeding 
from  the  first  floor  back— sign  of  an  easy  con- 
science and  of  an  unwise  mid-day  meal !    I  went 
through  the  kitchen  to  the  back  garden.    All  was 
still.    Unlikely  as  it  seemed,  I  began  almost  to 
fear  that  my  friends  had  been  struck  religious 
and  gone  to  afternoon  service,  when  a  wild  shout 
of  triumph,  followed  by  a  loud  chorus  of  excited 
voices,  told  me  that  those  I  sought  were  at  the 
Bathing  Pool  behind  the  mill.     The  Bathing 
Pool !    What  could  they  be  doing  m  that  sacred 
spot,  taboo  to  us  by  general  consent  and  reserved 
for    visitors    only  arriving    by    the  evening 
train,    too    late    to   don  brogue    and  wader, 
and  wander    further  afield?     Could  a  stray 
pike  have  ventured  on  dangerous  ground,  or 
rather,  in  dangerous  water,  and  have  fallen  a 
victim  to  the  fatal  wire  of  the  avenging  angel, 
Flycatcher?    Not  a  bit  of  it.    I  will  tell  you  in 
confidence  what  I  saw  at  that  pool.     I  saw 
'  South-west,'  of  the  Field  newspaper,  float  hshmg 
for  trout  with  a  live  minnow  for  his  bait.  Me 
was,  at  the  moment  of  my  arrival,  attempting— 
unsuccessfully,!  am  glad  to  say— to  land  a  lightly 
hooked  and  apparently  undersized  fish,  acting 
under  the  confident  but  contradictory  directions 
of  an  advisory  committee,  consisting  ot  the 
angling  editor  of  the  Field  newspaper;  'De- 
tached Badger,'  of  the  Field  newspaper;  fly- 
catcher,' also  an  occasional  contributor  to  the 
Field  newspaper  j  and  a  fourth  gentleman  an 
ardent  angler,  but,  nevertheless,  not  absolutely 
dissociated  from  Truth.    All  four  of  them,  mark 
you,  leading  lights  of  the  committee  of  the  My- 
fishers'  Club  !    The  moral  is  obvious  Should 
any  visitor  feel  tempted  to  join  our  club  let  him 
be  deterred  by  no  idle  fear  that  its  members  look 
with  contempt  on  all  fishing  other  than  the 
flotation  of  fur  and  feather  on  the  surface  of  the 
water    Let  him  remember  the  object  lesson  ot 
that  peaceful  Sunday  afternoon.    Let  him  take 
heart  of  grace,  and  enter  our  brotherhood  in 
perfect  faith  that,  be  he  purist  or  be  he  poacher, 
he  will  find  kindred  spirits  in  the  fold. 

Mr  R  B.  Marston,  Hon.  Treasurer  ot  the 
club,  also  replied.  He  said  :  "  Mr.  Chairman  and 
jrentlemen,  I  think  this  is  about  the  fourteenth 
time  that  I  have  been  asked  to  respond  to  tins 
toast  As  your  hon.  treasurer,  I  am  sure  what 
vou  want  to  hear  from  me  is  how  we  stand  as 
regards  finances.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  whereas 
our  credit  balance  for  the  year  1895  was 
S9  17s.  4d.,  for  last,  year,  1896,  .t  was 
£»37  7s  tid. ;  and  we  have  in  addition  an  amount 
of"  about  €200  invested  in  the  East  Indian  Rail 


way  Company,  so  that  our  financial  position  is 
better  than  ever  it  was.     (Applause.)     I  feel 
that    I    can    add   very   little   to    what  has 
been  so  admirably  and  ably  said  by  our  chair- 
man,  and  by  our  president,  Mr.  Basil  Field. 
(Applause.)    In  the  first  year  of  our  existence  as 
a  club,  we  took  a  room  which  we  shared  with 
another  club.    That  worked  well  for  a  time.  We 
had  the  room  on  certain  days,  and  the  other  club 
had  it  on  the  other  days,  and  sometimes  we  got 
doubled  up.    (Laughter.)    I  very  well  remember 
one  day,  when  there  were  three  or  four  old 
members  of  the  other  club  sitting  in  the  room 
after  a  good  dinner,  and  smoking  and  talking, 
presently  a  Flyfisher  came  in,  looked  at  the 
pictures  and  specimens,  and  walked  out  again, 
and  then  I  heard  one  of  the  old  club  members  say 
to  the  other,  'Who  is  that?'   and   the  other 
replied  :  '  Oh  !  he  is  only  a  bally  old  fly  catcher. 
(Loud  laughter.)    All  that  has  come  to  an  end. 
We  have  now  our  own  club-rooms,  and  have  been 
very  successful  in  them,  and  the  annual  gatherings 
like  the  present  have  been  extremely  useful. 
But  pleasant  as  these  convivial  meetings  are,  I 
think  even  more  pleasant  are  those  occasions 
when  on  some  fishing  excursion  we  come,  by 
accident,  across  a  brother  member  of  the  Fly- 
fishers' Club.    It  was  so  comforting,  for  instance, 
when  you  came  to  a  fishing  hut,  and  looked  id, 
and  saw  a  creel  in  the  corner  and  a  fly-book  on 
the  table,  with  the  owner's  name  in  it,  with  the 
magic  initials  F.F.C.  appended.    You  immediately 
proceeded,  with  the  greatest  goodwill,  to  drink  all 
you  brother  member's  private  lotion— (laughter) 
—and  if  a  little  later  you  where  fortunate  enough 
to  catch  that  big  trout  he  had  spotted,  and  been 
waiting  for  all  the  morning,  why  your  happiness 
was  complete.  (Laughter.)  This  club  has  brought  us 
into  most  friendly  touch  with  Flyfishers  all  over  the 
country,  who  were  always  glad  to  see  their  London 
fellow  members  catching  their  fish.  (Laughter). 
We  are  this  year  to  celebrate  the  sixtieth  year 
of  the  Queen's  reign.    The  Prince  of  Wales  is 
promoting  with  great  interest  a  yachting  and 
fisheries  exhibition  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  and 
asked  two  of  our  members,  Mr.  William  Senior 
and  myself,  to  join  the  committee  of  advice  1 
hope  and  think,  that  being  the  case,  that  we  shall 
receive  the  assistance  of  the  club  in  our  work. 
For  instance,  they  might   lend  the  exhibition 
some  of  their  fine  fish  and  other  collections. 
Mr  Marston  then  announced  that  two  presents 
had  iust  been  made  to  the  club,  one  was  the  fine 
hand-painted  cast  of  a  hybrid  trout  (which  they 
had  been  admiring  in  the  ante-room),  bred  by 
their  late  member,  Mr.  T.  Andrews,  presented  by 
Mr  J  Duncan  Elliot  and  his  sister,  who  had  so 
beautifully  coloured  it.    The  other  present  was  a 
novel  American  cigar  cutter  of  ingenious  make 
but  very  heavy  ;  he  had  asked  the  donor  why  it 
was  so  heavy,  and  was  told  it  was  because  a 
member  would  find  it  difficult  to  walk  off  with  >t 

Mr  J.  Comyns  Carr  proposed  "The  (.uests 
and  Visitors."    He  said:  "Mr.  Chairman  and 
-entlemen-My  friend,  Mr.  Basil  Field,  uttered, 
as  I  thought,  something  in  the  shape  of  a  reproach 
against  the  acoustic  properties  ot  tins  elegant 
charming,  and  graceful  hall     I  thought  that 
reproach"  however  well  directed  on  some  othei 
occasions,  was  singularly  unfortunate  this  evening, 
because  I  could  conceive  of  no f  building more 
admirably  adapted  to  a  meeting  o  phermanthau 
a  hall  in  which  the  speakers  could  not  be  heard. 
(Laughter  and  applause.)    For,  if  1  atal  under- 
stand the  temperament  and  nature  of  fishermen., 
it  appears  to  me  that  if,  on  some  public  OOOasiOU, 
they  desire  to  retain  their  self-respect,  then  nothing 
could  be  more  fitting  than  that  they  should  meet 
in    a    room    like    this,   which    was  evidently 
designed  for  the  purpose  of  not  being  hoard 
(Laughter.)    I  have  always  thought  and  behoved 
that  the  first  principle  of  our  cratt  was  mendacity. 
(Hear,  hear,  ami  laughter.)    I  know  it  was  that 
useful  propensity  in  my  own  case  which  Jto iled 
me  to  take  up  fishing  as  a  craft,  and  although  1 


me  to  iaKc  ui>  """'"k       —   '  ,  -u 

was  not  at  all  prosperous,  commensurate  wit h 
what  I  believe  to  be  my  qualifications  as  a  liar, 
have  learned  by  association  with .other  fly  Iwhorj 
and  especially  those  of  the  Flyfishers  Uub,  that 
one  may  advance  in  that  particular  craft  just  as 
one  may  advance  in  the  craft  of  fly  .slung. 
(Applause  and  laughter.)  Gentlemen,  my  pleasing 
ask  this  evening  is  to  propose  to  you  the  toast  ot 
•Our  Quest!  and  Visitors.  have  had  no 
instruction  as  to  how  far  that  toast  is  d.v.s.ble 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  6,  1897 


under  its  two  heads ;  l>ut  I  apprehend  that  we, 
as  members  of  the   Klyfisliers'  Club,  are  prose- 
lytisers  for  the  society  to  which  we  belong. 
I   have   the   happy  duty  to  couple   with  the 
toast    the   name   of    Sir    Herbert  Maxwell— 
(applause)— a  name  well  and  widely  known  in  a 
field  larger  than  ours,  but  a  name  also  well  known 
in  our  field.    (Renewed  applause.)    I  think  it  a 
happy  inspiration  on  the  part  of  those  who 
organised  this  dinner  that  we  who  are  southerners, 
and  who  are  trout  fishers,  and  who  are  mendacious, 
should  endeavour  to  include  among  us  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  northern  clime,  a  representative  of 
a  country  celebrated  above  all  things  for  its  love 
of  veracity.    At  the  same  time  I  cannot  conceal 
from  you,  as  a  member  of  this  club,  that  it  is  with 
some  apprehension  that  we  admit,  or  invite  to 
admission,  into  our  ranks  a  gentleman  who  may 
bring  to  the  trout  of  the  south  the  wily  seduce- 
ments  and  arguments  with  which  we  all  are  so 
well  acquainted  as  belonging  to  the  northern 
olime.    We  have  hitherto  recognised  the  existence 
of  a  dividing  line,  something  corresponding  to 
the  Roman  wall — the  north  the  home  of  dry 
humour,  the  south  the  home  of  dry  fly.  (Laughter.) 
I  hesitate  to  think  what  may  become  of  us  if 
the  dry  fly  and  the  dry  humour  became  com- 
bined, and  the  fish  of  our  southern  streams 
were  tempted  by  the  extra  attractions  of  gentle- 
men armed  with  dry  humour  in  addition  to  the 
dry  fly  with  which  we  have  hitherto  attempted  to 
lure  the  fish  from  our   streams.  (Laughter.) 
But,  gentlemen,  1  think  that  if  we  can  persuade 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  to  become  a  member  of 
this  club — (applause) — and  I  take  it  as  part 
of  my  unacknowledged  and  undefined  duty  to 
invite  him  to  do  so — he  may  do  much  for  us. 
(Renewed  applause.)  I  believe  that  he  has  ah-eady 
in  his  political  career  had  some  experience  of  the 
problems  connected  with  trout  fishing,  and  has 
been  disposed,  with  some  limitations,  to  announce 
himself  as  favourable  to  a  certain  freedom  with 
regard  to  fishing  which  we  would  all  desire  to 
enjoy.    But  it  is  not  there  that  I  would  bid  him 
stop.    He  is  in  Parliament  a  member  of  an  over- 
powering majority ;  and  if  this  club  is  to  continue 
in  that  prosperity  which  the  treasurer  desires,  it 
will  have  in  the  future  not  only  to  welcome 
new  members  but    to  demand   new  streams, 
and  I  should  suppose  it  is  not  a  task  too  great  for 
a  member  of  a  party  possessing  so  great  a 
majority,  to  devise,  or  invent,  or  discover,  new 
waters  in  which  the  members  of  the  Flyfishers' 
Club  should  disport  their  flies.    I  therefore  pro- 
pose the  toast  of  'Our  Guests  and  Visitors,' 
coupled  with  the  name  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell. 
(Loud  Applause)." 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,  who  was  re- 
ceived with  loud  applause,  said  :  "  Mr.  Chairman, 
Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen, — I  listened  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Comyns  Carr  with  some  pleasure, 
and,  I  must  add,  a  great  deal  of  surprise.  In  the 
first  place,  let  me  reassure  him  on  one  point.  He 
has  admirably  vindicated  the  acoustic  properties 
of  this  magnificent  hall.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laugh- 
ter.) Having  said  that,  I  will  now  first  allude  to 
a  point  in  his  speech  which  struck  me  with 
some  surprise.  It  was  this,  that  mendacity,  as  he 
said,  was  the  principal  attribute  of  an  angler. 
Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  assure  him,  and 
you  also,  that  on  my  side  of  the  Tweed 
anglers  do  not  acknowledge  that  they  are 
mendacious.  They  are  only  romantic.  (Laugh- 
ter and  applause.)  For  my  own  part  I  have 
been  brought  up  to  believe  that  contempla- 
tion, not  mendacity,  was  the  chief  virtue  of  an 
angler.  (Hear,  hear.)  And,  gentlemen,  I  know 
nothing  that  interferes  more  fatally  with  con- 
templation than  having  to  make  a  speech. 
(Laughter.)  Therefore,  if  I  am  brief,  you  will 
reckon  it  all  to  my  credit  as  a  contemplative 
angler.  (Applause  and  laughter.)  Gentlemen, 
man — I  do  not  mean  the  angling  man,  but  the 
ordinary  man — homo  sapiens  men  of  science  have 
classified  him,  is  characterised  at  rare  intervals 
with  such  distinct  and  unmistakable  traces  of 
intelligence  that  some  persons  are,  in  spite  of 
irresistible  evidences  to  the  contrary,  inclined  to 
credit  him  with  reasoning  faculties.  (Laughter.) 
One  of  these  rare  and  happy  gleams  of  intelli- 
gence has  visited  the  committee  of  this  Club,  and 
has  permitted  them  to  invite  several  gentlemen, 
among  others  my  fortunate  self,  to  accept  the 
princely  hospitality  which  has  been  offered  to  them 
this  evening.  I  should  have  contented  myself  with 


expressing  gratitude  for  the  entertainment  which 
we  have  received,  material  and  intellectual,  and 
should  have  refrained  from  going  behind  the  mere 
fact  of  our  presence  here,  and  seek  for  a  reason 
for  it,  had  it  not  been  for  some  remarks  which 
have  fallen   from   your   chairman,  from  your 
president,  and  last  of  all  from  Mr.  Comyns  Carr. 
One  and  all  of  them  have  admitted  that  veracity 
is   not   the   leading  attribute  of  the  angling 
fraternity.    Well,  I  am  driven  to  this  conclusion, 
that  the  members  of  this  club  have  told  their 
stories,  have  recounted  their  exploits,  and  detailed 
how  nearly  they   landed    incredible  monsters 
so  often  to  each  other  that  they  have  had  to  go 
beyond  the  limits  of  their  club  and  find  the 
credulous  amongst  their  outside  acquaintance  to 
recount  those  anecdotes  to.    (Laughter.)    I  feel 
myself  fortunate  in  finding  myself  numbered 
among  those  credulous  ones  and  being  asked  to 
be  present  to-night.    Mr.  Comyns  Carr — I  do 
not   mean  to  impugn    his  veracity,  although 
perhaps  he  might  take  it   as  a  compliment 
if  I  did — has  imputed  to  me  a  merit  which 
I  do  not  possess.     He  has  credited  me  with 
being  an  advocate  of  free  fishing.    As  a  north- 
country  angler,  I  am  too  honest  to  lie  under 
an  incorrect  imputation.    (Laughter.)    I  am  no 
advocate  of  free  fishing,  because  I  am  of  opinion 
that  free  angling  for  everybody  means  good 
angling — or,  indeed,  no  angling  at  all  for  any- 
body.    (Applause.)     But   I    agree    with  Mr. 
Comyns  Can-  that  there  are  so  many  people, 
such  a  largely  increasing  number  of  persons, 
interested  in  angling  in  this  country  that  it  is  a 
question  by  no  means  undeserving  of  the  serious 
attention  of  Parliament.     (Hear,  hear.)  But 
allow  me  to  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  in  this 
coxmtry — in  England  and  Wales — you  are  in  one 
i-espect  far  moi'e  happily  situated  than  we  are  in 
Scotland.     You  have  a  close  time  for  trout. 
(Applause.)    In  Scotland  not  only  is  trout  fishing 
for  the  most  part  free,  but  it  is  also  unfettered  by 
any  respect  for  the  domestic  arrangements  of 
that  noble  fish.     (Laughter  and  applause.)  I 
have  introduced  two  sessions  running  a  humble 
measure     providing    a  close    time    for  fish. 
This  is  no  time  or  place  for  discussing  the  reasons 
for  the  past  ill-success  of  that  measm-e,  but  I  can 
assure  you  gentlemen  that  I  intend  to  proceed 
with  it  as  if  I  were  certain  of  its  ultimate  success. 
(Applause.)    Your  chairman  has  alluded  to  the 
increasing  proportion  of  anglers  to  fish.    In  one 
aspect  that  is  exceedingly  gratifying.    It  testifies 
to  the  irresistible  attractions  of  our  darling  pas- 
time.   (Hear,  hear.)    But,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
is  fraught  with  certain  dangers.  It  becomes  more 
difficult  year  by  year  to  find  good  fishing,  and 
then  those  of  us  who  do  find  a  bit  of  good  fishing, 
are  much  inclined  to  keep  it  to  ourselves — to  keep 
it  dark.    Our  chairman  is  a  striking  exception  to 
that  rule.    Every  piece  of  good  fishing  he  finds 
in  the  country,  he  straightway  puts  into  print, 
and  communicates    to  his    friends.     It  is  a 
christianlike  and  charitable  proceeding,  but  one 
which  very  few  anglers  will  be  found  to  imitate 
in  private  life.    (Applause  and  laughter.)  But 
there  is  one  danger  with  which  anglers  are 
threatened  which  I  hope  we  shall  keep  at  arm's 
length,  and  that  is  the  tendency  which  ladies  have 
shown  of  late  years  to  become  proficients  in  the 
gentle  pastime.  Proficient  they  do  become — some 
of  them ;  but  others  I  do  not  think  derive  very 
great  enjoyment  from  the  pursuit.    They  do  it 
because    they    have    nothing    better    to  do. 
(Laughter.)    I  should  be  slow  to  invoke  the 
legislature  to  prohibit  ladies  from  angling.  I 
have  on  my  soul  the  weight  of  the  vote  I  delivered 
this  afternoon  to  prevent  them  exercising  the 
franchise,  and  that  is  quite  enough  for  one  man 
to  bear.    (Laughter.)    But  I  would  ask  you, 
brother  anglers,  not  to  describe  in  too  glowing 
terms  the  pleasures  of  angling  in  the  presence  of 
your   lady  friends.     (Applause  and  laughter.) 
Gentlemen,   I  am   exceedingly    happy  to  see 
to-night  the  presence  of  so  many  representa- 
tives   of    angling    literature.     (Applause.)  I 
have     myself    derived     a     great     deal,  not 
only    of    amusement,    but    information,  from 
the  various  periodicals  devoted  to  sport,  and 
the  more  permanent  forms  into  which  angling 
literature  is  cast.  At  the  same  time,  I  have  learned 
in  recent  years  to  take  what  I  read  in  print  with,  a 
grain  of  salt.    Let  me  take  one  instance,  I  do  not 
know  of  a  precept  more  generally  given  to  anglers 
by  angling  authors  than  that  they  should  keep 


the  sun  in  their  faces  when  approaching  a  trout. 
I  believe  that  there  is  no  more  radical  mistake  in 
the  whole  of  angling  literature — (laughter) — and 
the  place  where  I  learned  that  fallacy  was  in  that 
swift  stream,  where  I  believe  the  trout  are  better 
educated  than  in  any  other  stream  in  England — 
the  Itchen.  I  appeal  to  the  chairman  if  those 
trout  have  not  been  brought  to  a  pitch  of  almost 
supernatural  intelligence.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  may 
strike  you  as  heretical  for  me  to  say  that 
the  best  way  to  approach  a  trout,  if  you  want 
to  get  near  him,  is  to  keep  the  sun  not 
exactly  on  your  back  but  on  the  right 
or  left  shoulder ;  but  I  assure  you  that  it  is 
so,  and  I  would  ask  you  to  consider  the 
leading  difference  between  the  man  and  the  trout 
he  is  trying  to  catch.  The  trout  has  no  eyelids. 
We  ourselves  find  that  the  sunlight  interferes 
with  our  vision.  We  are  equipped  with  eyelids, 
with  eyebrows,  and  with  eyelashes.  Suppose  a 
fellow  was  all  face  like  John  Dory,  or  all  bald 
forehead  like  the  flounder,  would  he  not  be  more 
susceptible  to  the  influence  of  the  sun  P  There- 
fore I  maintain,  and  I  have  proved  it  by  expe- 
rience, that  if  you  want  to  get  near  a  trout,  keep 
your  face  to  the  sun ;  do  not  let  your  shadow  fall 
on  the  water  but  to  one  side,  and  you  will  get 
much  nearer  than  if  the  sun  was  full  upon  you, 
and  could  look  down  upon  you,  and  see  every 
movement.  That  is  one  instance  in  which  I  most 
humbly  submit  angling  literature  varies  from 
angling  practice.  ("Oh.")  Nevertheless,  we  all 
are  heartily  glad  to  meet  these  authors  who  enter- 
tain us  by  their  writings  from  week  to  week,  from 
month  to  month,  and  from  year  to  year — (applause) 
— with  their  precepts,  with  their  experiences,  with 
their  anecdotes,  even  if  some  of  these  are  menda- 
cious. (Laughter.)  Gentlemen,  I  do  not  know 
for  how  many  I  am  charged  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  responding  to-night.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  in  this  large  assembly  are  members  of  the 
club,  and  how  many  are  guests  and  visitors ;  but 
this  I  will  take  upon  myself  to  say,  that  no  guest 
or  visitor  here  to-night  will  leave  this  room  with- 
out being  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  gratitude  to 
the  members  of  the  club  for  the  princely  hospi- 
tality they  have  received,  and  for  the  varied  and 
interesting  entertainment  which.has  been  prepared 
for  them.  (Applause.)  I  cannot  do  better 
gentlemen  than  conclude  with  the  sentiment 
that  I  wish  you  all  a  quick  eye,  a  light  hand, 
a  tight  line,  and  plenty  of  elbow  room."  (Loud 
applause.) 

Mr.  W.  Q.  Orchardson  proposed  the  health  of 
the  Chairman.  He  said :  "  I  have  great  pleasure  in 
proposing  this  toast.  Our  Chairman  is  so  well 
known  that  I  need  hardly  say  anything  to  com- 
mend it  to  you ;  but  we  are  all  indebted  to  Mr. 
Cox  from  his  first  introduction  to  us  until  the 
present  time,  and  he  is  known  where  sport  is 
known  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  I  therefore  ask 
you  to  drink  to  the  health  of  one  whom  I  must 
call  a  great  benefactor  of  sportsmen — our  Chair- 
man." (Applause.) 

The  Chairman  :  "It  is  now  more  years  than  I 
cai-e  to  enumerate  since  I  caught  my  first  trout. 
I  was  eight  years  old  then,  and  I  made  my 
own  fiy,  and  caught  my  own  trout.  (Hear, 
hear,  and  cheers.)  Since  that  time  I  have 
fished  in  many  waters,  and  in  many  countries 
but  I  have  never  met,  I  am  bound  to  say,  in 
any  part  of  the  world  that  it  has  been  my  lot  to 
visit,  a  set  of  gentlemen  members  of  a  club  so 
clubable  as  the  gentlemen  who  are  assembled 
here  to-night.  I  thank  you  most  cordially  for  the 
very  kind  way  in  which  you  have  received  this 
toast,  and  I  hope  that  in  years  to  come,  and  for 
many  years  to  come  the  Flyfishers'  Club  may 
exist  in  all  strength  to  receive  their  annual  chair- 
man in  the  same  kind  way  in  which  you  have 
received  me  to-night."  (Applause.) 

Mr.  Senior,  at  the  request  of  several 
members,  added  a  toast  not  on  the  list,  and 
proposed  "The  Entertainers,"  which  was  duly 
honoured. 

All  the  toasts  were  drunk  with  great  enthu- 
siasm ;  and  during  the  evening  the  following 
artistes  contributed  to  the  pleasure  and  success 
of  the  gathering: — Mr.  Walter  Coward  (alto), 
Mr.  Herbert  Kearton  (tenor),  Mr.  Charles 
Ackerman  (baritone),  Mr.  W.  H.  Brereton 
(bass),  Mr.  Dalgetty  Henderson  (tenor),  Mr. 
Bertram  Loud  (violoncello),  ami  Mr.  OdelJ 
(recitals).  Mr.  H.  W.  Schartan  was  the  accom- 
panist. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

,    jtb-  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
send  a  postcard  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

The  Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— Once 
m  .re  our  grand  old  river  has  been  thrown  out  of  condition. 
What  with  the  snow  water  and  the  rain,  it  presents  any- 
thi.itr  but  a  satisfactory  appearance.     In  the  intervals 
aitwai  a  little  favourable,  it  has  given  evidence  of 
lhat  it  could  do  in  relation  to  jack,  perch,  and  chub 
fiohin*  and  what  has  been  the  most  satisfactory  to  me,  is 
the  continued  presence  of  perch,  and  the  anglers  are  en- 
tirelyindebted  to  the  old  society  for  this  result.  Our 
eood  friend,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P.,  for  some  years  has 
been  anxiously  doing  his  best  to  bring  them  back  again  by 
rearin-  the  younsters,  and  the  purchase  of  stock  hsh  from 
Mr  Thomas  Ford,  of  Caistor.    In  the  netting  last  year  of 
the  reservoir  of  the  Chelsea  Water  Works  there  is  very 
little  doubt  a  large  quantity  of  good  perch  were  turned 
inti  tbe  river  added  to  the  f  ict  that  5000  small  ones  were 
found  in  the  water  after  the  draining  took  place,  which  in 
my  opinion,  must  have  been  raised  m  it  Lnfortunately, 
f  was  not  present  through  a  severe  attack  of  bronchitis, 
and  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  the  same  difficulty  this  year 
at  the  Barnes  Reservoir,  as,  without  special  care  in  my 
doctor's  point  of  view  it  will  be  more  serious  than  ths  last 
attack     I  bave,  however,  been  able  to.  make  all  the 
arrangements  for  the  work,  and  all  it  requires  is  plenty  of 
wXI  hands  to  do  it,  and  that  I  am  assured  there  will  be. 
Tf  I  am  absent  no  one  will  regret  it  more  than  myself. 
There  is  now  the  prospect  of  this  netting  being  done  on 
Saturday,  if  we  can  manage  it,  but  it  is  an  fortunate  day 
for  our  general  on  these  occasions,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall. 
and  I  am  trying  to  find  a  substitute  in  another  good  chief , 
Mr  Fred  Berry,  and  if  no  further  notice  appears  m  the 
Fiihina  Gazette,  Saturday  will  be  the  day,  and  those  who 
are  in  nossession  of  cards  of  admission  can  use  them  on 
that  dav    The  attendance,  at  the  request  of  the  directors, 
is  necessarily  limited,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  keep  to 
the  limit,  instead  of  being  in  the  position  to  negative  many 

re'l^Difcchet).-On  the  26th,  with  Mr.  Marks,  thirty- 
four  perch  and  three  chub.  On  the  28th  with  Mr.  Shep- 
herd a  very  fine  bag  of  perch,  jack  and  chub ;  largest  chub 
411 ,'L.  largest  perch  ljlb  20th,  with  Mr  G  ive  ten 
chub  tw  y  brace  of  perch,  and  one  jack.  On  the  1st  with 
Mr  Hankins  and  Amplett,  three  dozen  roach  one  brace 
of  chub  ; largest  roach  lib.  4o*.  The  water  is  bank  high 
and  I  don't  think  there  will  be  any  fishing  till  the  end  of 

tb!Z!elHamptoEn  Court) .-William  Melbourne,  writes : 
"  Owing  to  so  much  snow  in  the  water  there  has  not  been 
anything  done  worth  naming.  There  has  been  a  few  jack 
and  perch  taken,  and  a  few  good  roach  taken  from  the 
banks  Mr  Gunn,  of  Moulsey,  on  Monday,  took  a  yery 
l  and  omf  chub,  weighing  31b.  lOoz  The  water  that 
night  commenced  rising  and  coming  discoloured,  and  I 
am  afraid  it  will  stop  fishing  again.  —  B. 

H  nlej).-A  few  pike  have  been  taken  in  this 
district  but  none  very  large.  Mr.  Mead  has  had  some 
Wk  and  perch.  Mr.  G.  Clements,  with  \  aughan,  a  good 
tike  of  roach  on  the  30th  ult.  On  the  31st,  Sargeant  had 
101b  perch,  and  on  the  same  day,  a  ocal  angler  named 
Cogens,  a  fine  lot  of  perch,  weighing  201b.,  best  hsh 
burning  the  sale  at  2»lb.  Anothe r  loca  ang ler  cm  F eb  1 
had  several  porch,  best  weighing  lib.  13oz.  On  the  2nd 
nst  the  river  began  to  rise  and  thicken  :  and  at  time  ot 
writing  (Wednesday  night)  there  is  every  appearance  of  a 
flood  consequently  it  will  be  some  time  bet  .re  angl.ng  can 
be  resumed— J.  W.  Read.  .  .  , 

_  (Kinlrston).-John  Johnson,  in  the  week,  has 
b,en  able  to*  reel  forty-eight  brace  of  fine  perch  tour 
nek  and  three  chub  ;  N.  Bolton,  in  two  days  twenty 
brace  of  perch,  some  of  them  over  lib,  each  : :  J.  Knight 
Sbal ? aPday.  'with  Mr.  Barnes  and  friend  10Mb.  o  hue 
roacli  the  largest  lib.  6oz. ;  and  in  a  take  ot  1.  r-erdue 
ihwe  was  a  roach  of  lib.  10o*.  The  bank  anglers  have 
been  getting  some  roach,  dace,  jack,  bream,  and  chub 

~—  (Pangboume  and  District)  -At  the  time 
of  writing  the  water  is  in  very  fair  order,  but  we  have  had 
a  lot  of  rain  these  last  two  days,  which  will  wash  the  snow 

Tuesday  had  a  nice  show  of  jack  from  a  boat,  five  hsh, 

l"^tt^eu~%^  Hone,  out  one  day  will 
Mr   F.  Reed,  twelve  nice  chub,  the  largest  over  21b. 
f     Another  day  with  Mr.  liathersley  and  son,  a  nice  quantity 
of^h^ul  ^hub  of  flb.-B 

Islio  three  jack  one  being  returned.  The  bank  anglers 
bave  been  gitting  a  few  roach  and  dace.  When  1  saw  the 
water  at !  Richmond  on  Tuesday  it  was  running  down  very 
thick,  and  more  like  pea-soup.— B.  „ 

 L  (Windsor  District). — A  big  volume  ot  snow 

broth  >' iTnow  coursing  through  the  Thames  Valley  and 
angling  for  at  least  a  week  will  be  P^ct.ve  ok  very 
little  snort  certainly  not  worth  going  for.  On  the  1st  mst 
I  tried  the  Su*  though  water  was  just  colouring  and 
ris  ng  fcS  ft  a  couple  of  hours  I  had  seven  fish  with 
paternoster,  but  such  wretched  ^ 
required  one  for  my  engraver  should  have  ^rown  alii. ■ 
If  the  size  could  be  raised  or  anglers  consent  to  torego 
lack  fish  ng  for  a  time  they  would  be  worth  going  out  for 
asit  £,  W  £r  cent,  of  our  jack  in  these  parts  are  hardly 


■ 


worth  fishing  for.  On  the  28th  ult.  I  had  a  walk  up  river 
to  Monkey  Island,  taking  a  brac9  of  jack  with  sprat  on 
"  Bedford,"  opposite  Down  Place.  I  expected  to  find 
matters  lively  on  the  island,  but  all  was  very  quiet ;  beyond 
the  village  constable  no  strangers  were  there.  Plummer, 
sen.,  handicapped  with  rheumatism,  and  "young  Bob" 
were  en  evidence,  and  all  appeared  to  be  well  pleased  with 
the  result  of  the  recent  Monte  Carlo  case.— B.  R.  Bam- 
bridge. 

TTelegram  (Thursday  night).  —  Water  still  rising. 
Before  rise,  Page,  of  London,  forty-one  jack  j  three  days  ; 
average,  61b. ;  largest,  101b.  My  informant,  Sharratt,  of 
Surly  Hall  Hotel,  has  also  had  ten,  best  four  161b.]. 

[Telegram  (Friday  morning).— Water  spreading  over 
meadow  land  ;  risen  two  inches  during  the  night.  Heavy 
rains  here.  Grave  fears  for  another  flood  — Bambridge.J 
Aberystwyth. — A  well-known  angler  on  Monday  last, 
Feb.  1,  brought  in  a  nice  catch  of  trout,  in  splendid  con- 
dition. The  largest  fish  weighed  ljlb.  This  speaks  well 
for  the  coming  season. — Howard  Smith. 

Ancholme  District. — A  thaw  has  set  in,  but  as  the 
waters  are  still  coated  with  ice,  no  angling  is  taking  place. 
The  Trent  Fishery  Board  have  already  issued  the  licences 
for  trout  fishing  in  this  district.  The  season  hasnomiaally 
commenced,  but  it  is  too  early  by  well  nigh  two  months 
to  angle  for  trout.  They  cannot  yet  be  in  proper 
condition.— Thomas  Ford. 

Arun(Pulborough).— The  heavy  rain  on  Jan.  31  again 
put  the  river  out  of  condition,  consequently  very  little 
sport  was  obtained.  Sines  Sunday  we  have  had  a  deal  of 
rain ,  and  every  prospect  of  mere  ;  and  at  the  tim9  of 
writing  the  river  is  very  full  and  thick,  the  lower  parts 
being  already  flooded.  I  advise  anglers  to  postpone  their 
visit  to  Pulborough  on  the  7th,  there  being  every  possi- 
bility of  another  general  flood— W.  G.  Hollman. 

Avon  (Kin  gsbridge).— Salmon  are  very  plentiful, 
and  a  good  season  is  anticipited.  In  spite  of  the  increased 
number  of  water  bailiffs,  a  quantity  of  fish  are  being  taken 
by  poachers,  a  ready  sale  being  found  at  from  4d.  to  5d 
per  lb.— Devonian. 

Avon  (Ringwood).  —  The  salmon  fishing  season 
opened  here  on  Tuesday,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  rains  on 
the  previous  n;ght  the  river  was  so  discoloured  as  to  be 
uufishable.  Since  the  breaking  up  of  the  recent  frost 
everything  had  augured  well  for  the  opening  day,  and 
some  takes  were  looked  upon  almost  as  a  certainty. 
Should  the  weather,  however,  remain  fine  there  will 
doubtless  be  some  records  to  mike  soon,  as  several  well 
known  anglers  are  staying  at  the  various  hotels  in  the 
town  and  neighbourhood,  in  anticipation  of  getting  some 
sport.— Piscatorial.  ■ 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  Dart  Angling 
Association,  in  the  few  months  since  their  formation,  have 
been  doing  useful  work,  which  is  likely  to  place  the  Dart 
in  the  front  rank  of  fishing  rivers.  A  number  ot  private 
rights  have  been  acquired,  and  the  association  now  has  the 
control  over  all  the  river  between  Totnes  and  Bucktait- 
leigh  a  distance  of  nine  miles,  with  the  exception  of  the 
private  waters  at  Darlington.  Notwithstanding  the  un 
favourable  season  193  tickets  were  disposed  of  ;  and  in  t he 
coming  season  weekly  salmon  tickets  will  be  issued,  the 
restriction  has  now  been  removed  which  held  that  no  bait 
other  than  artificial  bait,  should  be  used  within  ,30yds.  ot 
Totnes  Weir.— Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  troutmg  season  ot 
1897  has  been  ushered  in  by  a  real  old-fashioned  flood,  the 
river  being  over  its  banks  for  a  couple  of  days  past.  1  here 
certainly  is  little  danger  of  a  second  edition  of  last  season  s 
drought  for  two  or  three  months  at  least.  Too  much 
water  has  of  course  driven  our  pikeists  off  the  field  even 
the  back  reaches  being  too  thick  to-day  for  operations. 
The  association  waters  do  not  open  their  season  tor 
another  ten  days.— Red  Palmer 

Exe  (South  Devon).— It  has  been  decided  to  re-stock 
the  river  with  1000  yearling  trout,  to  bo  distributed  as 
follows  •  Tiverton  waters,  250 ;  Dulverton  waters,  Bade 
or  Exe  250  ;  Culme,  250  ;  Thorvertou  (for  lower  waters), 
250  Last  season  net  licences  produced  .0122  j  rod  and 
line  licences,  £31  ;  trout  licences,  £99  8s  0d..  making  a 
total  of  £252  8s.  lOd.  The  number  of  salmon  killed  com- 
pared favourably  with  previous  years.  £20  wiU  be i  spent 
in  the  re-stocking,  and  as  a  result  ot  this  expenditure, 
the  fishing  of  the  river  should  be  greatly  improved.— 

U  Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).-  Not  much 
can  be  said  for  angling  again  this  week.  Frost  has  come, 
and  gone,  and  snow  has  been  freeing  and  thaw  ng,  until 
the  waters  are  thoroughly  out  ot  order  and  their  sui  - 
rounding*  so  untempting  that  few,  if  any  have  gone  out 
to  try  their  luck.  It  must  not  be  thought  that  angling  is 
worse  than  unpromising;  it  is  really  possible,  and  with  a 
bit  of  luck,  baskets,  both  of  roach  and  pike,  may  be  made 
bit  only  enthusiasts  are  likely  to  try.  So  long  as  the 
present  wretched  weather  lasts  most  anglers  will  stay  at 

h' Harbourne'  '(Harbertonford).-Tl.is  popular  stream 
DTOmirta  g'-od  sport  this  season,  there  being  an  abundance 
of  salmon  1  hear,  however,  that  a  good  deal  of  poaching 
woes  on. — Devonian.  .       . ,  .  , 

Idle  (North  Nott«).-The  r.ver  is  said  to  have 
remained  fishable  through  the  frost  ;  but  there  has  been  W 
mncl  water  and  wet  and  »now  about  that  next  to  no  one 
has  bee.,  out.  I  heard  of  a  couple  o  anglers  going  for 
SSkebXw  Mattcr.-ey,  but  do  not  think  they  reached  the 
water;  and  some  enthusiasts  were  talking  of ****** 
grayling  and  chub,  but  I  fancy  it  came  to  nothing.  All 
Ire  waiting  for  ...ore  promising  weather.  Trout  fishing  « 
"  p  .Ze  l  t  o  ope.,  this  week  according  to  the  calendar,  but 
frfi [not  likely  they  will  have  any  attention  lor  a  month  at 

'leiveT1(Biggleswade).-Just  when  things  wen  getting 
aboli 'right  again  down  ,,,rIaore«i0.v,^r,uny 
it,  the  river  is  about  a*  bad  as  it  can  bo.  Ihe  water  is  hum 


rising,  and  we  appear  to  be  in  for  the  biggest  flood  of  the 
season.  Fishing  is  altogether  out  of  the  question  tor  the 
present.  Under  most  favourable  conditions,  water  cannot 
be  right  for  about  ten  days— Kingfisher. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  — Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  high  and  muddy,  owing  to  the 
sudden  change  in  the  weather.  Up  to  the  end  of  last  week 
there  was  a  prospect  of  sport,  but  heavy  rain  and  snow 
his  been  had,  and  the  river  rose  quickly,  and  there  is  no 
prospect  of  sport  being  had  tor  some  time,  until  the  snow 
water  has  run  off ;  then  trout  will  about  be  in  season.— 
Gwynne.  _        _  .       ,  , 

Loddon— Jan.  31,  Mr.  Heath,  Reading,  four  chub, 
one  4ilb.,  and  a  few  roach  ;  heavy  floods  or  otherwise  ;  nsn 
on  feed  after  breaking  up  of  frost.— Riciid.  Roake. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 
Weather  since  Saturday  wretched— snow,  rain  frost  ana- 
thaw  alternating-causing  a  rise  of  a  few  inches  in  these 
rivers,  and,  as  it  is  snow-water,  fishing  is  at  a  standstill. 
The  outlc  ok  is  as  bad  as  need  be.  It  is  not  probable  there 
will  be  much  more  ohance  amongst  the  grayling,  and  must 
hope  for  better  times  with  the  advent  of  trout  fishing  on 
March  2  next— R.  T.  Williams.  . 

Nwie  (Peterborough).— The  weather  at  the  time  of 
writing  is  very  wintry,  there  having  been  a  heavy  tall  ot 
snow,  which  lies  ankle  deep  over  the  meadows  ;  but  just 
now  Jack  Frost  seems  to  be  taking  a  back  seat,  so  the 
patient  angler  may  not  be  long  inactive.  The  water  in  the 
river  at  Peterborough  Bridge  has  sunk  considerably  since 
my  last  gauge  of  14ft.  Oin.,  it  now  registering  about  -5tt. 
under  that  mark.  I  should  like  to  correct  an  error  in  my 
last  report.  The  name  of  the  late  Mr.  Smith  s  yacht  was 
The  Secret,  not  The  Scout.  Your  compositor  seems  to 
have  scouf-ed  the  idea  of  its  being  secret.    E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers— The  only  interesting 
matter  connected  with  angling  just  now  is  the  approach  oi 
the  trout  season.  So  utterly  unfit  are  the  streams  through 
the  influx  of  thawing  snow  that  no  one  feels  disposed  to 
proceed  to  them,  and  it  will  need  a  thorough  clearance  of 
the  accumulations  of  snow  from  the  hil's  before  it  will  be 
worth  while.  Our  thoughts  instinctively  turn,  however, 
to  Blue  Duns,  March  Browns,  and  early  hackle  patterns 
that  have  done  us  good  service  in  years  that  have  gone, 
and  lend  an  interest  to  the  moment,  though  it  is  impos  able 
at  present— through  the  early  stage  of  season  and  weather 
—to  put  them  to  the  test.  We  have  every  hope  tor  a 
good  time  later  on.— Flo.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  troutmg  season 
opened  yesterday,  Feb.  2,  on  the  public  water,  but  as  the 
river  was  in  high  ftood-a  raging,  muddy  torrent-fashing 
was  impossible  As  usual,  the  netters  have  been  at  work, 
but  1  hear  have  not  done  much.  It  is  impossible  to  guets 
when  the  river  will  be  fit  for  the  fly,  as  there  is  at  present 
every  appearance  of  more  rain— Heron. 

Otter  (Devon).— This  river  is  well  stoc  ked  with  trout, 
especially  in  the  preserved  waters,  where  fishing  does  not 
commence  until  March.  Fly-fishing,  however,  in  the  other 
waters  began  on  Monday.  A  good  season  is  anticipated.— 

DOuse  (Denver).— The  continued  frosts  and  snow  have, 
of  course,  scared  the  angler  right  away,  though  it  a 
skater,  he  has  consoled  himself  by  visiting  old  familiar 
haunts,  but  on  these  occasions  his     pattens    have  been 
the  accompanyist  in  place  or  rod  and  creel.   In  my  last 
report  appearing  in  the  F.  (.*.,  I  referred  to  the  takes  o 
Mr  W   Harvey,  of  Downha.n  Market,  who  had  brayed 
the' earlier  days  of  the  rough  weather  with  Buooesfl  on  the 
t  da  river.    1  now  find,  thft  during  the  first  three  weeks 
of  tno  New  Year,  and  until  stopped  by  the  ice  on  the  21st 
„  t    he  had  short  intervals  of  fishing  as  oppor  umty 
occurred,  in  the  result,  landing  a  total  ot  eighty-live  fish, 
the  weight  of  which  were  fajlb.,  and  comprised  sixty- 
three  bream,  one  roach,  a  chub,  and  twenty  flounders,  the 
worm  being  the  only  lure.      This  statement  is  quite 
Sntic  and  is  from  the  daily-kept  record  ot  the  fisher- 
m      himself,  who   intends  '•totting"  dlW <Wj*™* 
1897.    Since  writing  the  foregoing  I  have  jus t  hear   t hat 
Mr  Harvey,  notwithrtmding  the  heavy  snowfall,  and  ho 
general  unpleasantness  of  yesterday  (Tuesday  ventured  to 
to  lie  river  side  did  a  cast,  and  landed  a  nice  sea  trout, 
about  Hin  long    The  weight  of  the  fiflh  did  not  t  ransp.re. 
Who  will  say  that  this  angler  is  not  an  enthusiast 

T(Spfl^-  flood-extremely,  so.  b, 
nrosnects  for  fishing  ;  lot  of  snow  and  ice  ...  nver,  and 
Sng  heavy  now  (Tuesday  night),  and  the  sky  looked 
full  of  it  at  tea-time.—  K.  Colunson. 

Severn  (Shropshire).-Coarso  fishers  ...  Ebu  die  not 
,u,d  Wn^avinK:,  g..od  fine  up  to  the  end  o.  las  year 
but  the  past  month  has  been  about  as  unfru.ttul  as  It 
could  wed  be.  Cheerless  weather  ban  entirely  prevented 
angling, ,  and  the  falls  of  snow  and  rain  this  week  have  put 
the  river  in  vory  bad  condition  -Pi>  '  WOB.  -  ,  _ 
Severn  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cam  (Llanymy 
nechT  -Angling  has  again  during  Ihe  M>1  week  \m-» 
pursu  d  with  dillicul.y,  owing  to  the  stor.ny  weather  and 
the  rivers  being  consequently  in  bad  Mudition  to  tn. 
snnt  ami  or  a  few  da  s  were  tinged  with  snow  water 

l,u   in  s  te  of  all  thi-  some  good  batfrtsoi  ooanj  fid. 

vi' been  taken  in  .he  Severn  and 
Virawv     Grayling  fi thing  >s  „t  a  st  md.-uii,  tor  ine 
reasons  aW  mentioned,  and,  although  salmon  tish.ng 
™..oVd  on  Tu.s.ay  laM.up.  to  the  p,y  ,.     ..... .not 

o,,o  has  been  raptured  in  this  neighbourhood,  nr.  l  ei  ha  o 
°  y  Ire  seen  or  heard  of  here -a  striking 'cootrM  to 
form  "  times,  when  tl.eywer.3so  anmerons,  that  a  mi'b 
LtTkniintffraid  f.d  his  pigs  with  those  he  was  unable  to 
dlpoSe  of  by  any  other  mennn,  bul  th.swa.  long  before 
I'ishrry  HoarJs  were  invented— V  YitNWV 

Stort  (Harlow).-lho  water  here  on  Jan.  31  wm 
,loar  from  ice.  The  lew  anglers  who  came  do  vn  all  had 
fash  Mr.  Hi-hop,  Hoxton  brothers  ...n.-to.-n  perch  ,  Mr 
BGBUtb  nineteen  perch.    Two  other  member-  of  same 
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club  had  roach  mid  dace.  The  marsh  is  flooded  ;  water  a 
good  colour. — D.  BfBINOHAU, 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — A  rapid  thaw  has  fol- 
lowed tlio  sharp  frosts  of  last  woek,  and  the  ice  has  gone 
off  the  river,  which  is  now  in  heavy  flood.  All  the  low 
meadows  arc  covered  wilh  water,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
got  anywhere  near  the  river.  It  has,  however,  begun  to 
fall,  and  it  will,  no  doubt,  run  itself  into  good  condition 
for  the  6th  inst.,  when  some  good  hags  of  roach  ought  to 

lie  mode. — W.  T.  Bainbbidov. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Last 
week,  when  rivers  were  in  fair  ordor  and  pike  fishermen 
juli'ant,  came  a  sudden  thaw.  Jtain  has  fallen  heavily 
and  livers  are  again  in  flood,  with  the  banksides  sloughs  of 
despond,  and  it  will  bo  some  days,  under  the  most 
favourablo  circumstances,  otc  we  can  hope  to  resume 
angling  operations  with  any  chance  of  success.  Last  week, 
too  late  for  my  letter,  J  received  an  account  of  the  capture 
of  a  321b.  dog  ottor,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rother.  measuring 
48;jin.  It  was  ciptured  by  Mr.  Arthur  Collin's  game- 
ly leper,  and  is  the  fifteenth  he  has  caught  in  this  district. 
Chichoster  Canal  has  been  well  patronised,  especially  at 
the  basin,  which  has  been  clear  throughout  the  frost, 
and  the  livo  gorge  fishermen  have  taken  pike  up  to  51b., 
and  bottom  fishers,  roach,  weighing  14oz.,  and  bream  of 
I  Jl l>.  A  heavy  pike  is  reported  as  feeding  in  the  reach 
between  looks  near  Birdham.  It  has  broken  away  several 
times,  and  the  lock-keeper  computes  it  at  over  201b.  A 
number  of  wildfowl  are  in  Chichester  Harbour  and  district, 
but  are  very  wary. — Ghorle  F.  Saltkr. 

Tavy,  Plym,  &c— The  number  of  licences  for  rod 
and  Hm  issued  last  year  was  247,  and  for  nets,  nine,  both 
being  above  the  average.  The  salmon  season  was  a  late 
one,  but  on  the  rivers  Plym  and  Meavy  there  was  a 
quantity  of  very  large  fish,  some  being  as  heavy  as  201b. 
Although  not  fishermen  had  a  fairly  average  season,  the 
rod  and  line  men  had  a  bad  time,  as  it  will  be  remembered 
that  a  large  number  of  figh  were  killed  by  pollution.  The 
scarcity  was  especially  noticeable  on  the  rivers  Tamar  and 
Walkham.  Fortunately,  however,  the  difficulty  as  regards 
the  pollution  from  the  mines  has  been  surmounted.  The 
total  receipts  of  the  conservators  was  £309. — Devonian. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— February  opened  very  mild 
with  a  misty  tain.  I  was  early  about,  and  took  six  trout 
in  one  hour,  and  was  returning,  when  1  saw  three  other 
fishermen  going,  and  I  hear  eacli  had  four  to  six  brace. 
The  rain  fell  very  heavily  in  the  night,  and  rivers  are  now 
in  a  Hood.  No  fishing  for  four  or  six  days.  Flies  killing : 
March  Brown,  Red  Palmer,  and  Hare's  Flax. — Rusty 
Game. 

Taw  and  Torridge  (North  Devon).  — Trout  fish- 
ing in  these  rivers  began  on  Monday.  It  is  feared  that 
next  season's  fishing  will  suffer  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  gravel  in  the  estuary,  large  quantities  being  shipped  up 
channel.  Salmon  are  reported  as  very  plentiful,  but  the 
season  does  not  commence  until  April  1.  The  largest  run 
of  new  fish  is  in  March. — Devonian. 

Teign.— Fishing  in  the  Upper  Teign  promises  well  this 
year.  Mr.  Thorn,  of  Coombe,  has  given  up  his  fishing  to 
the  association,  which  has  a  balance  in  hand  of  £97,  whilst 
the  river  is  to  be  re-stocked  and  the  banks  cleared.  The 
fishing  below  Dogamarsh  Bridge  will  be  a  good  addition. 
Trout  are  very  plentiful.— Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  was 
i  n  iming  in  fair  order  for  fishing  up  to  the  end  of  last  week, 
and  anglers  were  preparing  for  sport,  but  a  sudden  change 
took  place,  and  rain,  sleet,  and  snow  fell,  and  the  liver 
rose  very  quickly,  and  became  muddy,  and  quite  out  of 
order  for  angling.  On  Tuesday  night  we  had  the  heaviest 
fall  of  snow  ever  known  lin  this  district,  and  the 
water  continues  to  rise,  and  in  all  probability  there 
will  be  a  flood,  and  angling  will  be  quite  at  a  standstill 
until  the  water  goes  down  and  the  snow-water  has  run  off, 
and  then  very  little  fishing  is  expected  to  be  done  now 
before  trout  come  in  season,  when  there  is  every  hope  of 
some  good  sport  — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  is  now 
running  high  and  muddy,  and  quite  out  of  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  up  to  last  week  was  good,  but  a 
s"dden  change  came,  and  rain,  snow,  and  sleet  have  been 
had,  and  has  quite  stopped  all  prospect  of  sport,  and 
nothing  will  be  done  until  the  snow-water  goes  off.— 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).  —  River  in  heavy  flood 
yesterday  and  to-day.  This  will  carry  away  the  early 
spawned  salmon,  and  stock  the  river  with  new  fish.  The 
brooks  and  upper  streams  are  in  good  order  for  fishing. 
Weather  mild  —Practical  Angler. 

Withain,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).—  Even  enthusiasts 
seem  to  be  giving  up  angling  in  the  district  as  bad  business. 
'I  hough  the  Horncastle  Canal  and  some  of  the  other 
winter  waters  have  remained  fishable,  I  do  not  hear  that 
any  anglers  have  been  hardy  enough  to  face  the  uncom- 
fortable conditions  of  this  district.  At  all  events  there  is 
not  a  single  report  to  hand  giving  particulars  of  a  tike  of 
any  sort.  If  anglers  wish  to  get  a  bit  of  sport  there  is  no 
belter  place  than  the  free  portion  of  the  Bain,  Mount 
Pleasxnt,  or  the  Bargate  Drain,  but  I  cannot  advise  any- 
one to  take  the  risks  at  present.— Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— Angling  for  salmon  will  soon 
be  in  force  ;  season  commenced  Feb.  2.  -  Rivers  in  flood  of 
snow  water.  Anglers  wanting  good  sport  should  visit  this 
nver  for  irout  fishing,  March,  April,  and  May.  Lion 
Hotel  water  free  to  gentlemen  staying  at  the  hotel.— 
W.  R.  Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Loch    Tay,   Kenmore    (Perthshire,  N.B.).— 

Forry  to  say  no  brats  out  from  this  end  of  loch.  On 
Feb.  1,  Mr.  Knight  killed  salmon  on  the  hotel  water,  241b 
— H  .  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Jan.  29,  Mrs.  Maisey  one 
salmon,  281b.    3mh,  Mr.  Rose,  two,  161b.,  101b.  ;  Mrj. 


Maisey,  one.  191b.  Feb.  1,  Mr.  Rose,  one  salmon,  241b.; 
Mr.  Smith,  three,  15Jlb.,  181b.,  231b  ;  Mrs.  Maisey,  two, 
211b.,  231b.  Feb.  2,  Mr.  Rose,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Smith, 
one,  Kilb. ;  Mr.  Mai-iey,  Lochearnhead  Hotel, one,  10lb.— 
II  Maisey. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  snowstorm  still 
continues  with  little  rigns  of  abatement,  and  as  the 
opeiiing  day  approaches  matters  are  anything  but  bright 
for  tho  early  spring  angler.  It  is  not  often  that  so  little 
indication  can  be  given  as  to  whether  there  may  be  fish  in 
the  river  or  not  as  on  the  present  occasion.  The  prospects 
as  such  are  a  perfect  mystery,  and  while  the  present 
weather  lasts  anglers  are  advised  not  to  come  done  as 
nothing  can  be  done  till  there  is  a  thorough  change  in  the 
present  Arctic  weather  conditions.  The  death  of  Dr. 
Profeit  at  Balmoral  removes  a  well-known  angler  from 
Upper  Deesidc.  He  was  buried  at  Crathie  on  Monday. 
Capt.  Drummond  represented  Her  Majesty  at  the  funeral. 
Anglers  need  not  be  anxious  for  the  opening  day  on  the 
Dee,  as  come -a  fresh  as  soon  as  it  like3,  it  will  be  well  into 
the  month  before  much  angling  can  be  done. — G.  M. 

Ross-shire. —  Rivers  wore  icebound  last  week,  and  on 
Sunday  a  very  heavy  fall  of  snow  came  on,  so  that  watsrs, 
fresh  and  salt,  are  now  out  of  sight.  On  Wednesday 
morning,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Carron  at  sea  level,  a  Kew 
verified  self  registering  thermometer  recorded  3  degrees 
below  zero,  or  35  degrees  of  frost,  being  the  lowest 
temperature  over  authenticated  in  the  district.  Excuse 
pencil,  as  no  ink  of  any  colour  is  available  in  liquid  form  as 
might  be  expected  when  Dornoch  Firth  and  Kyle  of 
Sutherland  are  now  frozen  over. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — All  the  Border  rivers  are  still 
icebound  from  the  tidal  basins  to  the  extreme  higher 
reaches,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  there  is  not  much  pros- 
pect of  the  severe  wintry  weather  departing.  Over  the 
south  of  Scotland  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  occurred  at  the  end 
of  last  week,  followed  by  hard  frost.  On  Wednesday 
morning  of  this  week  more  snow  fell,  and  the  depth 
is  quite  four  inches  in  the  northern  districts  of  Dum- 
friesshire and  Kirkcudbrightshire.  Salmon  are  con- 
fined to  the  deepest  pools  in  the  rivers,  and  it  is  an 
impossibility  for  spring  salmon  to  aecand  the  rivers 
above  the  t.deway,  nor  cm  spiwned  fish  get  seaward  at 
present.  The  prospects  for  the  opening  of  rod  fishing 
on  the  border  s'raams  is  far  from  promising  at  the  time 
of  w  riti'.g.  The  salmon  netting  in  the  Solway  opans  next 
week.  l\ot  a  tingle  stake  net  will  be  in  fisting  order. 
Owners  and  kssees  of  the  fishings  cannot  proceed  with  the 
erection  of  the  nets  at  present,  ncr  until  the  ici  disappears. 
The  huge  blocks  of  ice  that  will  float  down  from  the  rivers 
to  the  Firth,  when  the  thaw  comes,  would  destroy  the  nets 
if  they  were  erected  at  present.  The  Whammel  net  men 
will  be  the  only  ones  plying  their  calling  ia  the  Firth  next 
week,  and  indeed  for  some  time  to  come  after.  Unril  a 
thaw  takes  place  and  the  ice  disappears,  there  is  not  likely 
t~>  be  a  run  of  spring  salmon  to  the  rivers. — Heatherbell. 

Sutherland. — Angling  opened  here  in  some  places  on 
the  1 1  tli  ult.,  and  a  few  ardent  votiries  came  north,  but, 
alas,  owing  to  storm,  doomed  to  disappointment.  The 
rivers  are  all  frozen  up  and  covered  with  snow  to  a  depth 
of  from  one  to  two  feet.  Very  intense  frost  still  prevails 
with  every  appearance  of  a  continuance  of  the  storm. — B. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— Although  salmon  rod  angling 
opened  on  these  rivers  on  the  first  of  the  month,  nothing 
has  as  yet  been  done,  both  livers  being  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  icy  king.  Nothing  but  the  rattle  of  the  skate  and 
the  boom  of  the  curling  stone  are  at  present  to  be  heard 
on  river  and  pond  in  the  Kelso  district.  For  a  fortnight 
past,  the  main  river — Tweed — both  below  and  above 
Kelso  Bridge  l  as  presented  a  most  beautiful  spectacle 
of  frozen  ice  and  snow,  and  although  the  water 
has  made  for  itself  a  passage  through  the  icebound 
river,  still,  the  sight  is  very  grand.  To-day  (Wed- 
nesday, 5  p.m.)  the  frost  is  still  very  keen,  although 
during  the  morning  there  were  si5ns  of  a  change  ;  tut 
the  afternoor,  with  a  north-west  wind,  has  once  more 
changed  the  scene.  When  angling  will  te  practicable 
is  a  moot  questkn,  but  the  disciples  of  the  red  and 
line  aie  now  gettirg  their  rjds,  lines,  hooks,  and 
other  things  looked  to,  so  that  they  may  b;  ready  at 
the  earliest  opportunity  to  orce  more  begin  another 
season's  campaign  amongst  the  monarchs  of  the  fresh 
water.  The  late  spawning  season  seemed  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  to  be  a  fairly  prosperous  one,  although  fewer 
spawning  fish  were  seen  on  the  redds  in  the  Kelso  district 
than  in  some  previous  years;  but  reports  fr^,m  other 
quarters  say  that  the  numbers  of  these  fish  were  fully  up 
to  the  average.  The  netting  operations  for  ova  on  the 
Tweed  at  Mertoun,  mentioned  in  may  last  notes,  were  less 
successful  than  those  which  took  place  the  previous 
day,  on  the  same  river,  at  Kelso,  nothing  being  netted  but 
a  few  sea  trout,  which  were,  of  course,  of  no  use  for  the 
purposes  wanted.  So  far  as  things  go  at  present,  there 
will  not  be  much  change  in  the  state  of  affairs  until  we 
have  a  rattling  good  freshet  to  clear  away  the  ice  and 
snow,  and  then  we  may  have  some  fishing  —  but  not  till 
then.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  there  will  not 
be  much  change  in  the  lessees  of  the  salmon  fishings  in 
the  Kelso  districts  this  year. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— The  water  was  rather  un- 
favourable for  the  opaning  day,  river  very  high.  Still, 
with  all,  good  sport,  was  had,  and  reports  are  very 
promising  for  a  gocd  season's  sport. — W.  Haynek  and 
Son. 

Bundrowes  River.— Angling  opened  on  this  river  on 
1st  inst,  but  the  weither  was  so  cold  and  stormy  on  the 
opening  day,  and  continues  so,  that  little  angling  has  yot 
been  done.  However,  the  water  is  at  present  in  good 
order,  and,  with  a  little  more  moderate  weather,  in  a  few 
days  anglers  will  be  out  in  goodly  numbers,  when  some 
good  sport  is  expected,  as  a  good  many  clean  run  fish  have 


been  seen  moving  in  the  river  during  the  past  fortnight, 
and  a  good  many  arc  reported  as  having  passed  through  the 
river  to  Lough  Melvin  during  the  month  of  January. — M". 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).  —  The  season 
opened  on  this  river  on  Monday,  the  1st  inst.  On  the 
free  sections,  trout  fishers  were  out,  but  did  not  do  much 
owing  to  the  sharp  frost  of  the  previous  night.  I  have 
not  heard  of  any  spring  fish  having  yet  been  seen.  Thi 
salmon  fishing  of  Sir  Francis  E.  W.  Macnaghten  Bart., 
has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Vincent  Coates,  Belfast. — J.  A.  B. 

Cavagh  Lake. — Fishiug  prospects  are  good.  Net* 
have  taken  fifteen  salmon  during  past  week.  Cob" 
Waller  took  a  spring  fish,  11  Jib.  on  the  Upper  River,  OBL 
the  1st  inst.  Southern  Hotel  Company  have  again  rented: 
both  sides  of  the  Lower  Cavagh.  The  prospects  for  th« 
coming  week  are  good. — G.  C. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— Angling  opened  cn  Feb.  1,  but; 
was  confined  to  brown  trout  fishing,  salmon  not  coming  up 
until  May  or  June,  and  white  traut  seldom  appearing 
before  May.  The  following  are  a  few  of  the  principal 
details  of  the  first  day's  sport :  Mr.  T.  J.  O'Shea,  a  dozen 
brown  trout,  61b. ;  P.  J.  Sullivan,  twenty,  81b. ;  J.  Casey, 
nineteen,  6Jlb.  ;  Pat  Moriarity,  fifteen,  61b. ;  Johu  Connor, 
fourteen,  4Jlb.  ;  and  J.  Fentoii,  ten,  41b. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork).— Fishing  opened  on  Monday,  1st  inst.,. 
under  rather  unfavourable  circumstances,  the  river  being 
in  a  bank-high  flood,  and  still  continues  in  the  same  state  up 
to  time  of  writing,  but  promises  to  be  in  perfect  order  in  a 
day  or  two.  Nevertheless,  a  fair  number  of  springers  were 
landed  on  the  1st  aud  2nd.  Mr.  Albert  Beamish,  on  the 
1st,  one,  16lb. ;  2nd,  one  8Jlb ;  F.  H.  Bass,  Esq.,  on  the 
Carrigrohane  fishery,  1st  inst  ,  one,  171b. ;  W.  H.  Massy, 
1st  inst.,  one,  lOJlb.  A  good  number  more  were  landed, 
but  full  particulars  are  not  to  hand  in  time  for  this  report. 
Some  fine  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  on  the  Blarney, 
Dripsey,  and  Bride  rivers.  Mr  Frank  Lyons  landed  one 
very  fine  specimen  of  31b.  Other  anglers  had  from  two  to 
three  and  a  half  dozen  each  of  a  fair  average  weight. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Argling  opened  here  on  Feb.  1.  Though  the  opening  day 
was  far  from  being  a  typical  day  for  angling  grand  sport 
was  had,  and  the  lake  once  more  upheld  its  reputation, 
and  still  can  claim  to  be  the  best  free  water  in  the  United 
Kingdom  for  spring  salmon  angling.  The  following  are- 
details  of  the  opening  day's  sport:  Col.  Rogers,  two 
salmon,  10|lb.  and  9£lb. ;  Mr.  R.  W.  Richards,  two,  101b. 
and  9Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Cleaver  (Southern  Hotel),  one,  lljlb. ; 
Patrick  Jas.  Murphy,  three,  lOJlb.,  101b.,  and  9Jlb.  ; 
James  Tim  Sullivan,  two,  111b.  and  91b. ;  Callaghan 
McCarthy,  two,  lOJlb.  and  9Jlb. r  James  T.  O'Leary,  t  ko, 
111b.  and  10lb.  ;  Donal  O'Leary,  two  of  101b.  each ;  Daniel 
Dwyer,  two,  11  jlb.and9£lb. ;  Johnny  Brennau,  two,  10£llb. 
and  lOJlb.  ;  and  Patrick  B.  Moriarty,  one,  111b.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Neagh. — The  pollen  fishing  season  opened  on 
the  1st  inst.,  and  since  then  the  boats  out  did  very  well, 
the  fish  being  pretty  large  and  in  excellent  condition, 
thanks  to  the  mild  winter.  The  lough  is  much  encumbered 
with  huge  ice-floes.  Trouting  opens  on  the  Maine,  Eann, 
Moyola,  Ballinderry,  'Blackwater,  and  other  tributaries  on 
March  1. — J.  A.  B. 

Moy,  Lough  Conn  (Ballina). — The  river  is  now 
in  good  order,  and  many  fine  clean  salmon  have  been 
taken  at  the  salmon  weirs,  ranging  from  121b.  to  181b. 
Some  good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  Moy.  Mr.  Collins  hxd  the  best  basket,  thirty- 
live,  211b.— Pat  Hearniss. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  fishing  season 
opened  here  on  Monday  last.  The  river  has  had  a  big 
rise  since  Saturday,  and  is  in  grand  fishing  order.  All 
the  waters  are  now  being  fished,  and  amongst  the  anglers 
are  Mr.  G.  W.  (Ireenhill,  on  the  Summerhill  and  De 
Burgho  waters ;  Mr.  Fred  Milburn  and  Mr.  Pine,  on  the 
Newgarden  waters  ;  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sclater  Booth,  on  the 
Prospect  water;  Capt.  John  Bayly,  on  the  Woodlands 
water  ;  Mr.  C.  P.  Vansittart,  on  the  Ermagh  and  World's 
End  waters.  Enright's  reliable  "Shannon"  tackle  is 
being  used  by  all  anglers  at  the  present  day  all  over  the 
world,  and  they  have  a  really  carefully  well  made  stock  of 
rods  and  general  tackle. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Mr. 
Claud  Lefroy,  and  an  English  visitor  who  has  taken  a  rod 
for  February  on  Major  Trahet  ne's  preserves,  were  the 
only  sulmon  fishers  who  tried  their  luck  here  on  Monday  ; 
and,  although  tho  water  was  in  nice  ply,  they  did  not 
score.  On  the  next  day,  in  cousequenc3  of  a  heavy  rain- 
fall, the  river  had  become  swollen,  and  luck  was  against 
them  again.  I  am  glad,  all  the  same,  thai  we  did  get  a 
good  downpour,  as  the  rise  in  tho  water  will  give  anglers 
a  better  chance  of  sport  a  little  later  on,  for  the  springers 
are  sure  to  come  up  to  us  in  jolly  good  numbers.  Then, 
again,  the  floods  will  sweep  ssawards  the  fish  that  have 
spawned.  This,  in  itself,  we  coBs'der  a  great  blessing,  as 
no  doubt  very  many  of  the  invalids  will  before  many  weeks 
return  to  their  old  haunts,  invigorated  by  their  atjow  in 
the  Atlantic.  1  need  not  say  that  the  illness  of  Major 
Traherne  has  caused  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  all  along  tho 
Shannon,  but  1  am  glad  to  say  that  from  accounts  received 
from  his  friends  at  Romsey,  he  is  making  a  most 
satisfactory  recovery. — S.  J.  Hurley. 


A  Go-as-you-please  Tournament  for  a  distance  of  five  or  six- 
hundred  miles  would,  no  doubt,  attract  grout  attention  amongst 
pedestrians.  Feats  of  endurance  which  call  forth  worthy 
emulation  have  the  effect  of  improving  the  physical  standard  of 
our  young  men.  They  learn  that  the  training  requisite  demands 
cleanliness,  sobriety,  and  regular  living,  as  the  first  ossentiiils  of 
succors.  This,  of  course,  teachpK  tlio  lesson  that  llolloway'a 
pills  and  Ointment  are  rapid  aids  lor  bringing  a  man  int"  the 
pink  ol  condition.  They  strengthen' tho  constitution,  purify  the 
blood,  promote  digestion,  and  cleanse  the  stomach.  Tho 
Ointment  .disperses  stiffness  of  the  joints  ami  makes  tho  muscles 
like  steel  in  their  strength  aud  llexibillty. 


Jingling  ^ttsfures 


February  7. 

Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Anglers'  Pride  :  Match  at  Datchet. 
Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cookham. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Koving  match. 
Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Tilehurst. 
Good  Intent:  Match. 
Great  Eastern  :  Match  at  Langford. 
Kingston  Pifcitorials  :  Outing  to  Addlestone. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
Phoenix:  Prize  outing. 
Walthamsiow  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Ware. 
Wellington  :  Lapsed  prize  outing. 
February  8. 
Jolly  Butchers  :  Visit. 
Royal  George  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
Victoria  Brothers :  Visit. 
February  9. 
Epsom  :  Smoking  concert. 
Lea  Brothers  :  A.B.S.  smoking  concert. 
February  10. 

Enterprize  Rovers :  Visit. 
South  London :  Prize  outing. 
February  11. 
Cobden  :  Visit. 

New  Albions  :  Smoking  concert. 
February  12. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society :  Committee  meeting. 
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Anchor  and  Hope  :  Competition. 
Berinoudsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 
■Brompton:  Compstition. 
-Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Colnbrcok 
-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Roydon. 
-Earlstield  :  Outing  to  Staines. 
-Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Wade  s  Mill 
-Jubilee:  Match. 

-Lincoln:  Match  at  Rickmans  worth. 

-Original  Alexandra:  Outing  to  St.  Margaret  s 

-South  London :  Prize  outing. 

-Walbam  Green  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Visit. 

-Camden  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

-Firm  and  True  :  Visit. 

-Good  Intent :  Annual  supper. 

-Royal  Oak  :  Lapsed  prizes. 

-Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 

-New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 

-Original  Alexandra :  Annual  supper. 

-Sundial:  Concert. 

-Allason  United  :  Match  at  Windsor. 

-Cobden  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

—Waggoners:  Outing. 

—Albion  Brothers :  Visit. 

— Clissold :  Smoking  concert. 

— Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert. 

—Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 

—Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing. 


mepxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day  Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  oj-'neehngs  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  Adtfor  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association,  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road  E.G.— The  monthly  Finance  Committee  mee_ting 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  8,  at  t.-w, 
and  the  general  committee  at  8.30. R.  GiiuRNE-y . 

Anglers'  Association,  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
road  E  C— I  b'g  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  sum  ot 
L  I  from  the  Gresham  Angling  Society  from  their  late 
Wimbledon  Tournament  for  the  Lea  Preservation,  rt. 

6  Anglers'  Association,  Foresters*  Hall,  Clerkenwell- 
roid  E  C.-General  Preservation  FuNi>.-Since  my 
last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt 
of  £0,  Highbury;  and  2s.  Od-  from  Inspector  Nutkins, 
Good  Intent  A.S.  A  committee  meeting  of  the  above 
will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  Feb.  12,  at  eight  o  clock. 
— R.  Ghurney.  .  '       „.  .  . 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Sines   my  las 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  ot  .U 
from  the  late  Wimbledon  Tournament,  and  4.4  l»s.  ou. 
from  the  late  Lychnobite  concert.    The  next  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening,  fob.  L,  at 

Anglers ''Benevolent  Society  <An<.iim.  Com- 
petition),  Harcourt  Arms,  Harcourt-street,  Maryle bone- 
r  ,ad.-Under  the  chairmanship  of  C  .1.  Carter  at  our 
list  meeting,  Jan.  29,  it  was  decided  to  wind-up  the  U  e 
\  B.  Windsor  competition,  and  Messrs  Keenc,  ot  the 
Queen's  Piscatorials,  and  R.  Brock,  of  he  Prince  of 
Wales,  are  appointed  to-»udit  the  accounts  and  report 
same  on  12th,  when  all  the  commirteo  are  to.  be  pre£"t. 
Chair  taken  at  9.30  p.m.  Will  alt  societies  please 
forward  me  the  unsold  tickets  or  cif  h  per  return. 
I  am  surprised  at  our  Benevolent  gentlemen,  who 
profen  to  appreciate  the  Benevolent  Society  H 
is  five  months,  and  I  cannot  get  the  majority  of  books 
back,  and  in  some  cases  cash  has  up  to  P"18**?!™.™ 
,  arrived.  Our  committee  has  been  told  off  to  to  vh*  l'« 
defaulters.  What  cash  in  hand  is  a  grand  total  01  tM 
A.lf.,  and  when  the  amount  is  ^de  known  it  wU  ,  l  am 
sure,  be  appreciated,  and  thanks  arc  due  to  the  committee. 


for  their  ardent  duties.  If  Mr.  Tavener  will  say  what 
prize  he  wants,  except  cash,  it  shall  be  bought  for  him  by 
the  12th  and  given  him  at  the  above. — Ben  Abrahams 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  placa 
on  Monday  evening  next,  the  8th  inst.,  at  the  Jolly 
Butchers*  A.S.,  George  the  Fourth,  Walnut  Treo  Walk, 
Lambeth,  S.E.  As  I  have  the  honour  to  occupy  the 
chair  on  that  evening,  I  hope  to  see  a  crowded  room, 
which  the  J.B.'s  deserve,  as  they  are  represented  at 
every  visit  on  both  lists  —  G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
At  our  last  meeting  it  was  decided  on  that  the  place  of  our 
sweepstake  shall  be  decided  on  at  our  next  weekly 
meeting,  Feb.  10.  It  will  be  River  Thames  on  21st, 
therefore  absent  members  take  notice  that  it  will  be 
dee  ded  if  it  will  be  Windsor  or  Sunbury  Messrs.  H. 
Smith  weighed-in  perch  and  roach;  G.  Blades,  perch; 
and  Ben  Abrahams,  roach,  from  Thames.  On  Jan.  31  1 
hope  members  will  all  contribute  to  next  sweepstake 
outing  ;  entrance  fee,  Is.  It  is  open  to  honorary  members. 
Mr.  Webb  undertakes  the  position  of  check  secretary  111 
the  place  of  H.  Brassington,  who,  owing  to  pressure  ot 
business,  had  to  resign  that  official  position.— Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Borts 
mouth-place,  Lincolu's-Inn-Fields  .— On  Jan.  31  a  good 
muster  of  members  fished  a  competition  at  Harebell.  All 
the  prizes  were  won  with  roach  by  the  following  :  Mr. 
Drew  first;  Mr.  Boston,  second  ;  Mr.  Fisher,  third  ;  and 
Mr.  W.  Hall,  fourth— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society, The  bun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— Some  of  the  members 
of  the  above  fished  a  match  at  Bourne  End  on  Jan.  31 
with  the  following  result :  Messrs.  G.  Watling,  roach,  hrst ; 
Lambarth,  roach,  second;  Hutchinson,  roach,  third; 
Cripps,  roach  ;  aud  King,  roach.  Another  outing  is  to  be 
arranged  for  this  month  ;  particulars  at  clubhouse.  < 
Feb.  2  Mr.  Merry  had  perch.— G.  Merry.  _ 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E  — On  Jan.  61 
Messrs.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  C.  Watkins,  and  W.  J.  Wade, 
weighed-in,  taking  the  three  lapsed  prizes  from  January. 
Will  all  members  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  *eb.  10, 
when  we  decide  where  to  fish  our  February  competition  011 
the  14th  inst.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury  -On  Jan.  31  Mr.  W 
Davis  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  rhames_,  /  lb.  ioz  . 
Mr  J.  Roach  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  41b.  /Joz. ;  Mr. 
J.  Windsor,  roach  :  Mr.  A.  W.  Pain,  dace.  _  The  quarterly 
pegged-down  match  takes  place  on  Feb.  /,  at  Cookham, 
when  we  fish  for  four  prizes,  under  the  usual  conditions  — 
T.  Paternoster.  r>„iiw 
Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby^ 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town.— It  is  most 
important  that  members  should  attend  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  10th  ;  very  special  business.— J.  H. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lino-ton-road,  W.— A  match  will  take  place  at  Colnbrook 
on  Feb.  14  in  Mr.  L.  C.  Greenhills  private  water,  who  has 
kindly  given  the  members  permission.  Start  by  tne  J.-5 
train  from  Westbourne  Park  to  Slough,  and  thence  by 
wagonette  to  the  White  Hart,  Colnbrook  The  following 
have  kindly  given  prizes  :  Messrs.  Amos,  Greenelade,  and 
Revill — P.  LiVINGTON.  ,.       _     .  , 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop  s-road,  Cambridge 
Heath  —On  Jan.  31  Mr.  J.Lee  had  roach  and  dace,  IO4I0. ; 
Mr.  Hubbard,  jack.  On  Feb.  2  we  had  a  good  muster  ot 
members,  Mr.  A.  Taylor,  chairman,  when  we  got  through 
some  important  business,  but  adjourned  the  meeting  until 
Feb  9     Hoping  to  see  a  good  muster.    K.  HUBBARD. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory  Clarence- 
road  Kentish  Town.-On  Monday  last  Mr.  Boxall  s  benefit 
was  a  success,  and  on  Tuesday  the  vi.it  was  a  so  a  success 
twelve  clubs  being  represented.  On  Feb. 
match  at  Harlow  ;  particulars  to  follow.  I*»n*°<W 
friends  and  members  of  clubs  that  attended  on  behalf  ot 
E  Boxall's  benefit  and  visit.  Will  secretar.es  that  received 
rickets  on  behalf  of  E.  B.'s  benefit  send  money's  as  soon 
as  possible,  as  I  want  to  finish  list  as  soon  as  1  can.-W. 

^Canning  Town  Angling  Society  Mar.,,.! b  jof 
Salisbury,  fiermit-road,  Canning  Town  E  -At  our  match 
at  Hatfield  Peveril  three  prizes  w.-.e  taken  :  Mos  rs.  1 . 
Stone  first,  with  dace;  J.  Kiloy,  men*,  roach;  . 
Hee'tcn  third,  roach.  There  are  still  five  pn/.es  tube 
"shed  for  each  consecutive  week  until  taken  .at  thesa.no 
ffi .and  same  condition*  An  extra  pnvate  prize  has 
bsen  added  to  the  above—  O.  Jones.  „,  .  „ 

3£3Sffi  urn  of  Is  tah^jg n  A  S. 

do  noUnte^d  supporting  the  Preservation  or  He-.tock.ng 

Fci7hImK  Jn^otion    Angling    Society  The 

Clarence  Winstanley-road,  Clapliam  Junction  S.W.— 
Tb  members  competed  for  six  prizes  at  WinO>  ,r  on 
Tan  S  when  onlv  three  wero  Huccessful  1.1  getting  th9 
rinull tod  weight  ■  yMr«rs.  T.  Tringham, flirt  :  A.  tenter, 
He  'on  l  I  Moore,  t hi -d.  The  remaining  prize.  Will  6 
placed  in  a  cons  - laiion  .natch  for  membe..  who  l-ave  not 

successful   in   taking  a  pn.ro  furiog  tb«  «e 
Locale  to  be  settled  next  meeting  n.ght.--G.  1 
Clapham  Stroller- Angling  Society,  1  ho  Wind 
,iU     ClaSkm    Park-road,   S  W.-Our  I  .st  W» I  I ^  very 
1  rneeUqg,  bni  we  arranged  an  open  roving  ma  .1  tor 
7   tur m  money  pruei.   My  earnest  w»h  u  to  hav 


mi 
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all  members  present  on  Tuesday  next  for  special  busmen. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting  List. 

—A  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Camden  A.S  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  Bob  Marshall  in  the  chair,  faoed  by 
Mr.  Hoodless.  Ths  following  twelve  societies  were  repre- 
sented ■  Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  Crown  and  Uuekland, 
Eustonian,  Bloomsbury,  North  London,  (.  amlen,  Bua'nix 
Mitre  Foley,  Central  Club,  and  Bostonian.  A  good 
entertainment  was  provided,  but  the  wet  evening  kept 
many  away.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  1'ho  n.x  A  S., 
held' at  the  Cr  jwn  Tavern,  Pancras-road ;  date  not  yet  to 

haCUssoia  AngUng  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newiugton,  N.-On  Jan.  30  Mr.  Potter 
had  roach  Feb.  22  we  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  behalt 
of  Mrs  Sherring,  who  lost  her  husband  through  drowning 
attheRje  House  on  Jan.  10.  I  hope  we  shall  Da  well 
patronised  by  all  societies— E.J.  M. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford  street,  S.E.  -  Our  visit  last  Monday  on  the 
South  London  United  Visiting  List  was  a  great 
success,  sixteen  clubs  being  represented.  Our  monthly 
outing  at  Amberley  resulted  in  Mr  Sorge  hrst ;  Mr. 
Robert,  second;  Mr.  F.  B  rams,  third  ;  all  bream.— W. 

ACro-wn    and   Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.— On  Jan.  31 
we  had  a  fair  slrow  of  jack,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  In 
the  Harlow  match  Mr.  Anderson  was  first,  Mr  Norris 
second;  the  other  prizes  not  being •woii ..  On  t  eb.  14 
we  have  a  match  at  Roydon  Mill  to  Burnt  Mill  Look  ;  all 
to  start  on  the  morning.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brown- 
low-street,  Dalston— On  Jan.  31  only  ten  members  com- 
peted for  six  prizes  ;  result-Mr  C.  Blade,  1st  ;  H.  Poore, 
2nd-  F.  Baldwin,  3rd;  E.  Wild,  4th;  C.  Robinson,  ..th  ; 
A  Maddams.Cth.  Mr.  H.  Edwards  also  had  fas  a.  On 
Tuesday  it  was  decided  that  prizes  left  over  from  Christ- 
mas ouring  should  be  competed  for  in  a  roving  match. 
Member  to  leave  London  011  the  morning  ot  Feb.  /. 
Members  note  that  we  visit  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  on 
Tuesday  Feb  10.  Members  who  intend  going  should  let 
me  know  by  Tuesday,  the  9 ch.-S.  Mai.by. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlstield,  S.W.— The  usual  me  sting  was  .held  on  Tues- 
day Mr.  Keepin  in  the  chair.  Our  outing  on  Jan.  31 
resulted  in  a  blank.  The  next  outing  will  take  place  at 
Staines  on  Feb.  14.  A  good  muster  of  members  is  re- 
,u*f  sted  for  Tuesday  next.-A.  TRAqiJArE. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Knterpnse 
Club  Manchee  House,  South  Tottenham.— Next  vial  oi 
the  N.  and  N.E.  Suburban  District  will  take  place  at  the 
above  on  Feb.  10.    J.  KlPPS. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— The  next  visit  on  taa 
SLU  Y  Li-t  takes  place  to  our  society  on  ruesday, 
Feb'  16  Members  and  friends  will  raceive  a  hearty  wel- 
eome  on  this  auspicious  occasion  .—A  i.e  Gl'NN. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  II 0  el 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate— Since  last  report  the  fol- 
lowing have  had  fish:  Mr.  Mendhan..  roach;  and  Mr 
Creek,  jack.  We  have  a  friendly  outing  at  Wade  s  Mi 
on  Feb'  14,  when  we  trust  to  have  a  good  gathering.  \\  ill 
members  pUasa  att.ud  next  Wednesday  to  enable  me  to 
nake  final  arrangements  ?— SCBIBBi 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.-Mr.  J.  Wh.tmore  had  a  fane 
lot  of  Lea  perch  on  Jan.  31 .  Members  will  fash  tor  pri.es 
on  Feb.  7  at  St.  Margaret's;  all  start  by  the  \Kb  tram 
Liverpool-street.  Our  annual  supper  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday  the  Kith  inst,  Mr.  ,1 .  Williams  in  the  chair,  faced 
bv  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett -R.  Mi  RriiY 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Stratford  New  Town,  E.-Members  p  ease  note  tint  a 
roving  match  takes  place  on  Feb.  /  .at  Langford  Hall  ;  to 
eave  Stratford  ou  the  morning  at 8  a.ni.-(  .  F.  Wj;u  ku. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  5  e  I  tide  Orowg, 
188  Brick-lane,  liethnal-green  — At  our  meeting  Mr.  N, 
Powers  was  nominated  as  a  working  member,  auJ  Mr.  t  . 
Levoir  and  Mr.  G.  Hunt  honorary  members _.— O.  DMlXH. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Spread 
Bade  Kingaland-road,  Shoreditch.-On  Jan.  81  tour 
prifes'  were  taken  at  Harlow  ,  first  \V  Bishop,  perch. 
01b  Wi0Z.j  second,  S.Gillett,  perch,  ..I b,  1  lo/..  i  third, 
H  Bailey,  roach  and  perch;  fourth,  . .1.  Ilunlley,  n,ae  ,. 
Two  more  S  for  th.s  month  to  be  fished  tor  under  the 
u<ual  conditi,,,;  rig n  at  .  lublmuso  on  M<^««gr 
Next  Tuesday,  general  meeting  night j  roll-call  at  nine 

"  ind^ndent  Brothera  Angling  Society  Red 

Portland-atreet,  Soho,  W.  -On  Jan.  31  Mr.  Mep.oo 
weighed-in  roach,  and  Mr.  Pope,  roach  and  dace.  he 
next  of  the  series  of  T.A.l'.S.  oonoerto  t*kei  place  at  the 
Vic  or  a  Brothers,  Prince-  V  ictona  Robert  ■  reet, 
Ha.np«Uad-roid,  when  all  anglers  and  trice's,  including 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society  Old  King  John's 

Head    Manskddst.  t,    Kingslind-road  -As  previoi.Hly 

'  Winced,  the  mcmbors  will  compete  tor  three  special 
ri/e"  on  Feb.  7,  cmipetitors  being  allowed  o 
•honse  their  own  fashing  water.  (privaU-  waters  barred  . 
Then-  arc  also  three  special  pr./, ft  to  bo  lishcd  for  on 
Wed.eslav  neat,  I Oth  inst.,  on  the  Lea  between 
<  J  ag  na  Weir' and  Hatty's  Weir,  all  to  fl.h  from  the 

towuigpatb.    Mr.  A.  Furlong  weighed  In  roach  on 

Jolly' Butchere'  Angling  Society,  < leoi •«  the 

K.Mirth  Walnut  Tree-walk,  I -am  bet  ,,  S.  B.  '"''.'']» 
S  -in  on  .la...  31:  Mr.  Bethel,  roioh i  Mr.Bibthorp, 

"X-id  da*,  the  larger  read,  lb.,-  Oar  TW*  W 
the  8LU,  lint  takcJ  place  on  Mondiy,  l  eb.  8,  "hen 
Mr.  George  Armst.  g  will  preside— (>.  B1DWAED9, 


J)8 


Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.— On  Monday  lust 
Mr.  M.  (iiiiin  woigho<l-in  a  81b.  8tfoz.  Thames  chub;  Mr. 
Banklni  having  a  ohub  Prom  Datohet  of  2II>.  6^0*.  j  and 
Mr.  Amplilett  a  roach  of  lib.  4;}oz.  Tho  usual  meeting 
takes  place  next  Monday,  when  lour  new  member*  are  to  ba 
elected  and  another  proposed. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakejey 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Hush. — The  reHull  of  roving  competition 
is  as  folloWH  :  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter,  roach  and  dace,  Olb.  14oz., 
first  j  Mr.  A.  B.  Mason,  roach,  81b.  Ooz.,  second.  Only 
two  prizes  taken.  Members  are  requested  to  peruse 
Rule  No.  7,  re  subscriptions. — A.  B.  M. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
choiitor-streot,  N. — On  Jan.  31  Mr.  Kackham  saved  us 
from  a  blank  with  roach.  I  must  request  members  to 
attend  OB  Wednesday  next  for  final  particulars  of  last 
outing  of  hi  awn.— W.  WaTLINS, 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Oueeu-8(|uaro,  and  18,  St.  Jo^in's-lano,  Liverpool. — Our 
eighteenth  annual  reunion  is  fixed  for  Thursday  evening, 
Fob.  25.  Host  BiibIi,  Itee  Motel,  promises  to  serve  up  an 
old  English  dinner  in  the  real  old  English  style.  1  noticed 
some  trout  in  the  lish  market  yesterday,  and  aho  some 
frozen  salmon.  I'  dlen,  too,  aro  beginning  to  show  up,  and 
with  these,  Ipike  and  jac  k,  bream,  roach,  and  perch  from 
Lough  Neagh  generally  put  in  an  appearance.  We  have  had 
another  fall  of  snow,  which  puts  the  veto  on  angling  with 
rod  and  line  for  some  time  to  come,  but  the  days  are 
visibly  lengthening.— B.  Wooli'ALL. 

Malby  Testimonial.— Will  all  members  of  the  com- 
mittee oblige  by  attending  at  the  Brownlow  Arms,  on 
Monday,  Feb.  8,  by  8.30,  and  oblige  H.  Poore,  one  of  the 
oomurifctee. — H.  I'oork. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridgo,  Maldon,  Essex.  —  Several  members 
i  nun  J  out  on  Saturday,  but  few  fish  were  taken.  Mr.  T. 
Springett  took  three  roach  through  a  hole  in  the  ice,  and 
Mr.  T.  Chamberlain  had  several  fish  the  following  day. 
The  association  waters  are  frozen  over,  and  the  ice  about 
3in.  thick.  Our  monthly  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  when  it  is  important  that  members  should  be 
present,  as  the  season  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  we  have  a 
good  deal  of  business  to  transact. — F.  Keen. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society.  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N. — On  Tuesday  last 
we  held  our  thirteenth  annual  dinner.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  Swinnerton,  and  the  vice  by  Mr.  J.  Boyle. 
The  menu  did  greit  credit  to  our  host,  Mr.  Renaut.  Our 
guests  included  Mr.  Crumplen,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr. 
Greg,  Mr.  Lardent,  and  several  members  of  the  Walton 
and  Cotton  A.S.  and  other  angling  societies.  The  several 
toasts  of  "Chairman,"  "  Vice-Chairman,"  "Visitors," 
"  Press,"  &C,  were  proposed,  and  carried  unanimously, 
with  musical  honours,  and  the  following  artistes 
supplied  harmony  of  a  high  order:  Messrs.  Colwill,  Lane, 
Hondon,  C.  Oliver,  Tom  Burgess,  Banks,  Barnes,  and 
others.  Mr.  A.  Jardine  sent  a  letter,  expressing  his  regret 
at  beiug  unable  to  attend  through  a  bad  cold.  Mr. 
Garratt  also  sent  a  telegram  from  the  Channel  Islands, 
where  h%  is  staying.  Mr.  Howard  offered  a  10s.  (id.  prize 
for  heaviest  dace  during  the  ensuing  year.  Three  new 
members  were  proposed.  The  evening  wound  up  with  the 
National  Anthem,  solo  by  Mr.  Colwill.  "  Old  Lang 
Syne"  brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. — H. 
Stockoale. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green. — Result  of  the 
prize  outing  on  the  31st:  Messrs.  J.  Eaton,  first;  G. 
Smith,  second  ;  C.  Drawbridge,  third.  Other  prizes  not 
taken  still  open  for  the  7th  inst.,  on  the  morning  only. — 
A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Jan.  30  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Cook,  jack;  T.  Harris,  roach  and  dace  (heaviest 
dac9,  lOoz.)  ;  Mr.  Pink,  roach;  all  from  the  Lea.— H. 
Stretch. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — We  had  a  rather  better  show  of  fish  on 
Jan.  31  :  201b.  roach,  perch,  and  jack,  taken  by  Messrs. 
C.  Coldwell,  Reily,  Thompson,  F.  Watson,  W.  Watson. 
Mr.  C.  Coldwell  brought  home  a  nice  jack,  121b.,  from  the 
Lea.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesdav 
next.— W.  S.  * 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Jan.  31  Mr.  Carter  was  the  only  prize 
winner,  with  tilb.  2oz.  of  chub,  best,  31b.  4oz.  No  one  else 
seemed  t>  have  ventured  out  except  Mr.  Boumer,  who 
weighed-in  171b.  4oz.  of  good  roach,  several  over  lib. 
Two  prizes  are  left  for  Feb.  7,  andhop9  they  willbs  taken! 
— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  Jan.  31  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Wiusby,  ten  roach  and  dace  ;  Keene,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Brett,  roach  ;  Harding,  perch. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — On  Jan.  31  only  the 
following  weighed-iu  :  Messrs.  Webber  and  Roach.  Our 
concert  on  the  28th  ult.,  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  was  a 
great  success.  The  next  concert  will  take  place  at  the 
Victoria  Brothers  on  the  8th  inst.  Mr.  Holder  occupies 
the  chair. — Reporter. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Cobom  Arms, 
Coborn-roid,  Bow,  E. — Many  members  were  out  on 
Jan.  31.  The  following  weighed-in:  Tissaw,  reach;  C. 
Merigold,  dace,  roach,  and  perch  ;  E.  Perry,  jack.  There 
is  a  prize  left  over  to  be  fished  for,  go  where  the  members 
like,  on  Feb.  10.— F.  Pignatelli. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart,  Stoke 
ISewington. — A  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Feb.  17 
for  alteration  of  Rule  1 .  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
— A.  Tilbury. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Jan  21 


Tllti  FISHING  GAZETTE 


Mr.  S.  King  had  roach  and  jack,  10lb.  12oz. ;  and  on 
Jan.  31  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  S.  King,  roach 
and  .jack,  101b.;  Krillie,  perch,  lib.  12oz. ;  Campbell, 
loach,  21b. 4o«. ;  Pctrio,  roach,  31b.  loz.,one  lish,  lib.  2oz. ; 
Roberts,  dace,  21b.  12oz.  j  and  B.  Smith  weighed-in  dace. 
Our  next  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  28,  at  Windsor;  usual 
conditions. — W.  Alms. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  285,  Camberwell-road.— Both  the  week-day  and 
week-end  outings  were  blanks.  For  the  seven  week-day 
prizes  we  tish  on  Wednesdry  next  at  Bures,  and  on  Feb.  11 
for  the  outstanding  three  prizes  at  Hertford.  Members 
please  note  thit  Wednesday  next  is  grace  night  — J.  J.  F. 

Stepney  Angling  Society.  Bee  Hive  ,  46,  RhodesweU- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Jan.  31  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Woodford,  roach  and  perch  ;  Chamberlain,  roach  ; 
Ehren,  roach. — W.  Woodford, 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head- 
Broadway,  Deptford. — Several  members  fished  a  match  at 
Kingston  on  Jan.  31,  the  result  being  a  blank.  Mr.  G. 
Marsh  weighed  a,  fine  lot  of  pike  and  perch ;  J.  Oakley, 
pike  and  roach  ;  E.  Skeates,  pike.  Other  members  were 
out,  but  returned  with  blanks. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Only  Mr.  Allin  weighed-in  on  Jan.  31. 
On  Tuesday  Mr.  A.  l'ain  took  the  chair.  Two  more 
prizes  have  been  added  to  our  list.  Members  wishing  to 
c  )m pete  in  match  of  21st  are  requested  to  bring  themselves 
within  limits. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
last  there  was  a  good  attendance.  Mr.  A.  Glass  gave  a 
report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Windsor  Competition  Com- 
mittee of  Friday  last.  A  report  was  then  given  of  a  concert 
at  the  Camden  A.S.  on  Monday  last.  Mr.  C.  Wake  also 
reported  a  visit  to  the  Royal  George  A.S.  on  Thursday 
last.  On  Jan.  31  Mr.  Templeman  weighed-in  a  nice  show 
of  roich,  largest  lib.  5£oz.  I  would  thank  all  members  to 
attend  next  week,  to  make  final  arrangements  for  our 
match  at  Marlow  on  Feb.  14. — F.  E.  Haydon. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  the  30th 
ult.  Messrs.  H.  Knight  weighed-in  perch,  41b.  lOJoz. ; 
Hood,  roach;  Calcutt,  perch;  Marshall,  jun.,  perch. 
Outing  to  Ware  on  Feb.  7  for  special  prizes.— H.  W. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  The  Palmerston, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  Camberwell,  S.E. —  We  had  a  fair 
show  of  fish  on  Jan.  31,  two  prizes  being  taken  with  roach 
from  Rickmans worth.  There  is  still  another  for  Feb.  7, 
where  you  like ;  all  fish  to  weigh,  bar  jack. — W.  H.  W. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— On  Jan.  31  Mr. 
W.  Burling  had  roach,  and  Mr.  W.  Lloyd,  roach.  Our 
return  visit  was  a  success,  Mr.  S.  Jones,  of  the  Brunswick 
Brothers,  in  the  cha;r,  and  Mr.  W.  Morgin,  Stepney 
Brothers,  vice. — R.  Lowther. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — In  consequence  of  the  frost,  our  match  is 
postponed  to  Thursday,  Feb.  11,  and  14.  All  to  go  to 
Puckmansworth.  Members  fishing  on  the  Thursday  must 
give  notice  at  the  clubhouse  on  or  before  the  morning,  all 
fish  to  be  weighed-in  ou  the  day  of  capture.  Our  president 
has  offered  a  Bickerdyke's  book  for  the  heaviest  roach  of 
lib.  or  upwards. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E. — Our  monthly  com- 
petition was  brought  off  on  Jan.  31,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  G.  F.  Montgomery,  first  prize,  with  61b.  of  fish, 
including  one  nice  chub  of  31b.  2|oz.,  taken  on  a  tight 
line  whilst  roaching ;  J.  Hattersley,  second,  with  51b.  2|oz. 
(one  chub  21b.  2Joz.) ;  and  E.  W.  Hattersley,  third,  with 
lib.  3oz.  of  roach.— G.  F.  Montgomery. 

Why  Not  Social  Angling  Association,  Wolver- 
hampton.—At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Why  Not  Social 
Angling  Association,  held  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  2,  twenty- 
eight  new  members  were  elected,  and  three  other  names 
submitted  for  the  next  meeting.  The  association  is  now 
seventy-five  strong.  The  third  (and  not  the  fourth,  as  I 
stated  in  my  last  report)  annual  dinner  takes  place  on 
Monday,  March  15,  when  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Mr. 
Councillor  S.  Craddock),  who  is  a  vice-president  of  the 
association,  has  kindly  consented  to  preside. — J.  W.  Vann. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUB. 
The  usual  meeting  of  delegates  was  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday 
evening  last.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Thos. 
Goodwins,  in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  Medcalf, 
who,  although  slightly  better,  was  still  forbidden  by  his 
medicil  adviser  to  attend  any  meetings  for  the  present. 
The  minutes  of  previous  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed, 
and  included  in  the  correspondence  was  a  letter  from  Sir 
William  Birt,  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company, 
thankiog  the  delegates  for  their  congratulations  and  good 
wishes  upon  his  Knighthood  by  Her  Majesty,  which  was 
duly  entered  upon  the  minutes.  The  Forest  Gate 
Piscatorials  applied  to  be  enrolled  with  the  association, 
upon  inquiry  several  delegates  stated  that  it  was  an 
old  established  and  highly  respectable  club  the  rules 
<6c,  being  very  satisfactory.  On  the  motion  of  Mr. 
E'smore,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Levein,  they  were  duly 
accepted,  for  which  Mr.  J.  Oliver,  the  hon.  sec,  in  a  few 
well-chosen  words,  returned  thanks.  Letters  also  received 
from  several  other  clubs  intimating  that  in  the  immediate 
future  they  would  attend  for  the  purpose  of  being  en- 
rolled. The  secretary  reported  that  a  meeting  of  the 
Joint  Committee  had  taken  place  in  connection  with 
the  Preservation  Fund,  and  a  sum  of  £40  subscribed, 
the  following  amounts  boiug  voted:  T.A.P.S.,  '  £10 ; 
Lea  Preservation,  £10  ;  Windsor,  £5  ;  Maidenhead,  £5  ; 
Reading  and  district,  £5  ;  Henley,  £5  ;  the  next  and  final 
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meeting  to  take  place  on  Friday,  12th  inst.  It  was  also 
reported  that  during  the  present  season  the  issue  was 
nearly  500  tickets  in  excess  of  that  of  the  previous  year, 
the  affairs  of  the  association  were  in  a  very  satisfactory 
and  flourishing  state,  and  the  committee  saw  no  reason  for 
departing  from  the  programme  inaugurated  many  yean 
since,  and  so  very  ably  cirried  out  up  to  the  present  time 
— to  the  advantage  of  all  anglers.  Mr.  C.  Watling,  visiting 
officer,  reported  a  mcst  successful  visit  had  taken  place  at 
tho  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S. ,  when  twenty-six  clubs  were 
well  ret  resented,  the  next  return  visit  going  to  the  Ber2 
nr.ndsey  Brothers  A.S.,  Woolpaok,  Bermondsey-street.  o» 
Monday,  15th  inst.  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  who  had 
journeyed  specially  from  Birmingham  in  order  to  attendf 
this  meeting,  gave  a  most  interesting  report  of  the  recent 
work  of  the  committee  of  T.A.P.S.,  for  which  he  wae! 
accorded  a  very  sincere  and  hearty  vote  of  thanks.  Various 
other  items  on  the  agenda  received  attention,  after  which 
a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  the  chairman  for  hii" 
ability  in  conducting  the  business  of  the  evening. — Com- 
munications to  be  sent  direct  to  the  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  J] 
Wade,  6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E. 


RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  half  a  guinea  from) 
the  Westbourne  Park  Piscatorial  Society,  and  10s.  from 
Mr.  C.  W.  Elsden. 

The  dinner  will  take  place  on  Friday  evening  next! 
Feb.  12,  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  Hampton  Court,  at  CIS 
precisely,  Alderman  Nuthall,  J.P.,  will  preside  on  the: 
occasion.  The  tickets  for  the  dinner  to  visitors  are  5a. 
each,  for  which  owing  to  the  want  of  rjom  an  early  applica- 
tion is  necessary.  Mr.  J.  L.  Woods,  the  celebrated 
harmonist,  and  Mr.  Charles  Thomson  in  his  popular 
musical  sketches  have  beeu  engaged,  and  Mr.  H.  Wharton 
Wells,  L.R.A.M.,  will  preside  at  the  piano. 

A  most  enjoyable  evening  is  expected. 

W.  H.  Brougham,  Secretary. 

11,  Pownall-gardens,  Hounslow. 


FISH  AND  FISHING  IN  THE  EASTERN 
COUNTIES. 

On  Monday  night  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  better  known  as 
"  Old  Izaak,"  read  a  most  interesting  paper  before  the 
Piscatorial  Society,  Dr.  John  Brunton  in  the  chair. 

The  lecturer  began  at  Liverpool-street  Station  and 
gradually  worked  along  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Syttem.  The  first  district  to  engage  the  attention  wag 
that  of  the  Lea  Valley,  and  the  days  were  mentioned  when 
the  London  angler,  instead  of  travelling  to  Broxboume  or 
St.  Margaret's  in  a  comfortable  carriage,  footed  the 
distance  with  a  few  comrades  who  clubbed  together  for 
mutual  comfort  and  protection.  Incidentally,  it  was_ 
mentioned  that  even  then  before  the  existence  of 
the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  the  Piscatorial  Society 
was  in  full  swing.  Proceeding  further  north,  the 
Stort,  the  Cam,  and  the  Great  Ou;e  were  next  described, 
the  important  station  of  St.  Ives  being  specially  mentioned, 
and  its  hospitable  society  and  hard-working  secretary,  Mr. 
Collinson,  coming  in  for  their  due  meed  of  praise.  The 
Lark  and  the  Little  Ouse  were  next  noticed,  and  also  a 
little  known  tributary,  the  Linnet  came  next.  The 
Suffolk  Stour  and  the  Essex  Colne,  the  beautiful  Dedham 
(the  scene  of  many  of  Constable's  most  celebrated 
pictures)  being  mentioned  as  situated  on  the  banks  of  the 
former. 

At  Stratford  St.  Mary,  the  only  authentic  specimen  of 
the  Silurio  glani*,  was  taken.  It  was  supposed  to  bo 
the  sole  survivor  of  several  which  had  escaped  from  a 
pond  on  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds'  estate,  and  weighed  30lb., 
being  over  5ft.  in  length. 

The  innumerable  rivers  of  the  Broads— the  Waveney,* 
the  Yare,  the  Bure,  and  the  Thurne — received  full 
justice,  and  the  question  of  public  and  private  ownership 
of  Broads  was  lightly  touched  upon. 

Norwich,  which  was  given  as  the  /mint  d'appu-i,  was 
spoken  of  as  the  scene  of  the  first  fisheries  exhibition  in 
England,  the  model  on  which  the  great  Fisheries  Exhibition 
was  founded. 

The  museum  was  spoken  of,  and  the  grand  specimen*  of 
bream  (81b.  Ooz.  and  71b.  ooz.)  were  duly  noticed.  The 
Dutch  character  of  the  country,  and  tho  changes  yearly 
taking,  place  were  described.  The  district  was  specially 
recommended  to  naturalists  and  botanists.  The  fishing 
was  recommended  for  all  kinds  of.  coarse  fish  except  barbel 
and  chub,  the  rivers  for  roach  and  bream,  the  broads  for 
pike  and  rudd.  Cantley  and  Readham,  on  tiie  Yare,  and 
Acle  Bridge,  on  the  Bure,  receiving  special  attention. 
Bartou,  Ormsby,  Wroxham,  and  Hickling  were  mentioned 
as  good  broads,  Ormsby  being  recorded  as  the  scene  of 
tho  capture  of  the  largest  authontic  p3rch — 51b.  3o/„, 
lOJin.  long.  Much  practical  advice  was  given  as  to 
methods,  baits,  &c,  and  several  good  days  were  described. 
In  conclusion  the  locturer  touched  on  the  sea  fishing, 
especially  mentioning  Aldeburgh,  Great  Yarmouth,  and 
Loweratoft. 

The  second  half  was  an  exhibition  of  slides  of  the 
districts  described,  many  of  which,  taken  by  Mr.  Payno 
Jennings  for  the  G.E.R.,  and  kindly  lent  by  this  com- 
pany for  the  occasion.  The  lantern  was  manipulated  by 
the  well  known  lantcrnist  Mr.  Beard.  Several  gentlemen 
asked  questions,  and  on  the  motion  from  the  chair,  a 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Crumplen.  Tho 
large  room  of  the  society  was  filled  with  a  most  attentive 
audience.  Amongst  the  visitors  may  be  mentioned  M  r.  K. 
Suffling  (author  of  "  The  Land  of  the  Broads,")  Mr.  W.  E. 
Elsmore,  president  of  the  West  London  Angling  Society, 
and  Messrs.  Goodwins  and  Wade,  the  vice-president  :md 
secretary,  of  the  Central  Association. 

Mr.  Evans  showed  three  pike  from  •Pangbourno,  and 
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Ir.  Bradford  a  decent  chub  (31b.)  from  the  same  water, 
'he  usual  toasts  closed  the  meeting. 
The  society  hold  a  smoking  concert  on  Monday  evening 
iexfc.  the  8th  inst.,  and  their  annual  dinner  on  the  follow  - 
ng  Monday,  the  17th.  


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 


SMOKING 


CONCERT    AT    CANNON  STREET 
HOTEL. 

Ox  Wednesday  evening,  Feb.  3,  the  above  Society  gave 
heir  monthly  smoking  conceit  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel, 
'apt  Lamttjn  Young  in  the  chair,  and  was  supported  by 
,  fell  room  of  members  and  friends.  L  nder  the  able 
■onductorship  of  Mr.  Walter  Grace,  assisted  by  Mr. 
Henry  Ball,  the  energetic  hon.  secretary,  the  arrange- 
nente  were  carried  through  in  an  admirable  manner. 
The  first  contributor  to  oblige  the  company  was 
Mr  A  C  Ball  (B.S.A.S.),  who  rendered  a  stirring 
Ittie  song  "  What  the  Sergeant  said,"  m  capital 
<tvle  Mr  Edward  Kent,  who  has  no  little  reputation  as 
a  musical  composer,  contributed  a  musicil  sketch  which 
he  entitled  "A  Peculiar  Party,"  in  a  manner  that  was 
much  appreciated  by  his  audience.  Mr  James  Clancy 
followed,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Edwin  Easton,  a 
member  of  the  society,  whose  recitation,  '  The  Mena- 
eerie"  fairly  brought  down  the  house.  In  response 
to  an  emphatic  encore,  he  gave  "Fallen,  in  equally 
excellent  spirit.  Mr.  Walter  Grace  is  undoubtedly  a 
favourite  amongst  his  fellow  members  of  the  iJ.h.A.b., 
land  his  capital  voice  showed  to  splendid  effect  in 
"Oueen  of  the  Earth."  Being  encored  repeatedly, 
he  gave  and  led  the  chorus  of  "There's  a  Tavern  in  the 
Town  "  in  a  manner  worthy  of  the  best  praise,  and  later 
sane  with  Mr.  James  Clancy  a  charming  duet    Love  and 

■  War  "  A  humourist  cf  great  capabilities  appeared  next 
in  the  person  of  Mr.  Fred.  Cheeseworth,  and  his  songs 
and  funny  stories  kept  the  audience  in  the  best  of  spirits. 
Mr  Thos  Powell,  Mr.  A.  C.  Ball,  Mr.  Ernest  Miller,  Mr. 

I  E  Stephens,  and  Mr.  Willie  Rouse  (pianist)  having  con- 
tributed some  pleasant  items,  the  company  broke  up  after 

■  one  of  the  most  enjoyable  evenings  ever  spent  by  tbe 
members  and  friends  of  the  B.S.A.S. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

They  had  many  miles  of  the  Kennett  and  Avon  canal, 
which  was  fairly  well  stocked,  and  also  the  rights  of  fish- 
ing'in  a  stretch  of  water  at  Limpley  Stoke.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman,  and  the  National  Anthem  closed 
the  proceedings.   


CREWE  No.  1  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  members  of  the  above  society  held  their  annual 
dinner  on  Saturday  last,  Jan  30,  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  when 
about  140  members  and  their  friends  sat  down.  Mr. 
Wallace  Lumb,  J. P.,  president  of  the  Society,  occupied 
the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Mr.  W.  Eardley,  J.P., 
Mr.  J.  Edwards,  C.C.,  Messrs.  J.  Welch  G.  Welch. 
Hurleston,  Brassington,  Brett,  Edwards,  and  Mr.  R.  Cole, 
hon.  sec. , &c .  The  usual  loyal  toasts  having  been  drunk  wi  h 
musical  honours,  letters  of  apology  were  read  from  Mr. 
E    S    Wolfe  Mr.  A.  N.  He  ruby,  Councillor  Coates, 
Bowers   (Nautwich),  Wright  (Haslington),  Middleton- 
Major  (Crudington),  E.  R.  Bellyse  (Staple* ),  and  Mr. 
Retford  (tec.  N.A.A.).    Mr.  R.  Cole,  m  proposing  lhe 
Crewe  No.  1  Angling  Society,"   remarked  that  they 
had  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  on  a  very  suc- 
cessful year,  both  financially  and  otherwise.    Last  year 
the  income  was  £92;  this  year  it  was  £103  9s.  lid. 
Mr.  Wallace  Lumb,  in  replying,  stated  that  he  had  been 
president  of  the  Society  for  twenty-one  years,  and  duiing 
that  time  had  distributed  about  1000  prizes,  and  hoped  he 
should  live  to  distribute  as  many  more.    The  list  of  prize- 
winners is  as  follows :  Messrs.  E.  Butt,  largest  dace  (winner 
of  the  champion  prize,  a  copper  kettle) ;  roach  W.  Butt  , 
1st  2nd,  3rd;  trout,  1st,  E.  Barker;  2nd,  J.  Pagan;  3rd 
T  Jones  •  G.  Capel  (winner  of  a  special  prize  for  the  best 
trout  caught  with  natural  fly,  given  by  Mr.  E  E.  Bellyse)  ; 
T  Ward  (special  prize  given  by  Mr.  Edwards,  tor 
the  best  chub)  ;  Mr.  Latham  (special  prize  given  by  Mr. 
J    K.  Summerfield,  for  best  pike).     Mr.  Maybanks, 
champion  ruff  catcher,  has  taken  the  first  prize  for  the 
fifth  year  in  succession.    Mr.  J.  Edwards,  O  C,  was  pre- 
sented with  a  copper  kettle  in  accordance  with  lu'e  of  the 
society  for  the  heaviest  white  fish,  which  was  taken  from 
his  pcol.    On  the  kettle  was  eDgraved  :  "  Presented  to  J. 
Edwards,  C.C.,  by  the  members  of  the  Crewe  No.  1 
Angling  Society,  Jan.  30,  1397."  Eed  Quill 
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local  stations.  The  committee  have  sought  to  obtain 
additional  fishing,  which  it  may  be  practicable  to  obtain 
later.  During  the  vcar  110  fine  trout  were  purchased  and 
turned  into  Boshaw,  and  fifty  were  turned  into  Holmst yes. 
The  committee  have  arianged  to  purchase  1200  yearling 
snd  two-year-old  trout  from  the  Solway  Fishery,  and 
these  will  be  divided  between  Holmstyes,  Boshaw,  and 
Black  Syke,  and  a  further  quantity  will  be  obtained  it 
possible.  The  hon.  treasurer  has  in  hand  a  balance  ot 
£31  5s.  Od.  against  £27  4s.  Od.  last  year.  In  consequence 
of  the  committee  having  decided  to  turn  yearling  fash  into 
the  streams  at  Boshaw,  members  will  be  allowed  during 
the  ensuing  season  to  fish  Boshaw  with  fly  only,  one  day 
a  week.  The  committee  will  open  trout  fishing  at  Long- 
wood  during  the  ensuing  season  on  a  day  to  be  decided 
when  the  season  opens.  Several  new  members  were  pro. 
posed  and  elected.  G.  R.  Mvnrok. 


MILDMAY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
THE  above  society  held  their  thirteenth  annual  dinner 
at  their  headquarters,  the  Clarendon  Hotel,  Mildmay 
Park  N    on  Tuesday  last.    Under  the  excellent  chair- 
manship of  their  president,  Mr.  Swinnerton    the  yice- 
chair  being  occupied  by  Mr.  Boyle.    Among  the  visitors 
were  Messrs.  T.  Crumplen,  A.  R.  Matthews,  J.  Greg, 
■    A    Lardent,  and  s?veral  members  of  the  Walton, 
Cotton  and  other  angling  societies.     It  was  throughout  a 
most  enjoyable  function,  and  many  indeed  were  the  com- 
pliments paid  to  the  host  on  the  quality  of  his  viands  the 
cuisine,  and  the  service.    The  club  room  is  adorned  by 
one  of  the  finest  collections  of  specimen  fish  to  be  found  in 
London;  most  of  them  having  fallen  victims  to  the  skill 
of  Mr.  Crowley,  and  one  could  not  wish  for  a  pleasanter 
venue  for  such  an  occasion  as  that  of  last  Tuesday  than 
the  headquarters  of  the  Mildmay  Angling  Society.  Many 
excellent  songs  were  capitally  rendered,  and  fully  appre- 
ciated by  the  company,  among  the  artistes  being  Messrs. 
Colwill,  Lane,  Hendon.  Oliver,  Banks,  Barnes,  Tom  Bur- 
gess, and  others.    During  the  evening,  the  secretary  Mr. 
H  Stockdaie,  read  letters  and  telegrams  from  absent 
friends  expressing  their  regret  at  not  being  present, 
These  included  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine,  of  pike-hunting  fame, 
Mr.  Garratt,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  who  offered  a  prize  of  half-a-guinea  tor  the  best 
dace  taken  by  a  member  of  the  Mildmay  Angling  Society 
during  the  coming  season,  at  which  the  company  evinced 
the  liveliest  gratification.    Mr.  Syd.  Hall  proposed  the 
toast  of  "The  Officers"  in  comical  vein,  and  Mr.  n. 
Stockdaie,  most  energetic  of  secretaries,  replied,  then, 
with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  we  parted,  and  a  most  enjoy- 
able evening  came  to  a  close. 


BATH  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
On  Thursday  of  last  week  the  members  and  supporters 
of  this  association  met  and  dined  at  Messrs.  Fishers  (good 
name)  Restaurant,  Bath,  and  a  most  enjoyable  function  it 
proved    The  Mayor  of  Bath,  Mr.  G.  Wcohwiss.  presided, 
and  made  a  most  genial  chairman.    In  a  «no«t  huiwreus 
speech,  proposing  success  to  the  association   the  Mayor 
said  •    He  was  very  pleased  to  be  present,  and  as  one  who, 
though  not  an  experienced  fisher,  has  done  a  little  fishing, 
he  wished  them  every  success.    (Applause.)    He  under- 
stood an  angler  required  much  patience,  and  he  supposed 
the    gentlemen  around  him  had  any  amount  ot  it. 
(Laughter.)    Since  he  had  been  on  the  Corporation,  Mr 
Hare,  their  president,  had  pressed  forward  the  question  of 
the  fishing  rights  in  the  Monkswood  reservoir.    Me  had 
felt  most  keenly  on  the  matter,  and  was  in  .thorough 
accord  with  their  request,  and  had  supported  it  in  con- 
junction with  Mr.  Henshaw,  who  was  no  mere  unit  in 
the  corporation.    (Applause.)     He  felt  regret  when  a 
few  gentlemen  came  and  put  the  veto  upon  it,  despite  .  1 
they  could  do  to  the  contrary.    He  hoped  the  matter  was 
not  to  drop,  and  that  they  would  eventually  get  what  they 
sought.     His  Worship  concluded  by  stating,  amid  ap- 
plause, that  he  should  be  glad  to  become  oueot  their  sub- 
scribers, and  it  was  possible  thejrmight  yet  indhnnwj 
a  big  roii  hanging  over  the  river  by  »''»P,C7  ^k%l £ 
perhaps,  the  reservoir.    (Laughter  and  applause), 
toast  was  duly  drunk,  and  Mr.  Hare,  in  a  bqef  reply,  sa 1 
Cthought,  for  a  young  association  they  ^'^^Xfor" 
late  themselves  that  they  were  getting  on  very  well,  for, 
although  they  had  only  been  established  about  a  year, 
th^uinteSd  «ousiderably  over  100  members.  (Applause) . 


WOLVERHAMPTON  AND  DISTRICT 
ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  members  of  the  above  angling  association  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  success  which  has  attended  the  efforts 
of  their  committee  in  obtaining  additional  fashing  rights  in 
a  length  of  the  river  Penk  about  two  miles  bilow 
Penkridge.  It  is  owing  to  the  loss  the  association  has 
sustained  through  the  poisoning  of  the  whole  of t he .fish  m 
that  portion  of  the  river  above  Ptnkridge,  about  the  end  of 
last  October  that  the  committee  have  been  compel  ed  to 
look  out  for  other  fishing  water  for  the  use  of  the  members. 
After  some  difficulty,  and  at  greatly  increased  outlay,  they 
have  secured  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  ot  the  best 
part  of  the  Penk,  teeming  with  pike,  perch,  roxch,  dace, 
chub  &c,  besides  several  pools  containing  carp  and  perch, 
and  two  streams  well  stocked  with  trcut  thus .  providing 
good  sport  the  whole  year  through.  The  club  still  retains 
&  lights  in  that  part  of  the  Penk  and  Winston  Brook 
which  it  has  held  during  the  last  few  years  so  that  with 
thi  extensive  addition  to  their  water,  and  the  reduced 
fares  issued  by  the  Railway  Companies,  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  members  may  be  anticipated. 

CUMBERLAND  DERWENT  FISHERY 
BOARD. 

ON  Saturday  the  quarterly  meeting  of  this  board  was 
held  at  Workington,  Mr.  H.  P.  henhouse pres.di  g  Co^ 
siderable  discussion  ensued  upon  the  wading 
from  the  Workington  anglers  asking  for  the  remova  or 
ihe  restriction  o.ispinning  baits  from  the  Matron  to  ih, 
sea  A  deputation  of  fishermen  waited  upon  the  board 
who  eventually  decided  that  the  regulation  should  be 
withdrawn  for  next  season,  but  that  only  a  No  b  spoon 
should  bo  used,  with  but  a  single  set  of  hooks  faxed  lhe 
rules  of  the  proposed  anglers'  association  at  Workingto. 
were  discussed,  and  those  providing  that  the ang  ere 
should  not  sell  their  fish,  or  use  a  spinning  bait  when 
the  river  is  low,  were  cordially  approved.  The  financial 
statement  showed  that  although  the  profit  on  the  Salmon 
All  FMiery  had  been  £177,  there  was  still  a  debit 
balance  of  £21,  on  the  general  working  of  the  board 
H  was  resolved  that  a  grating  should  be  erected  at  he 
mouth  Of  B  rough  ton  Beck  for  the  exclusion  of  fish  trom  the 
stream  wl  ch  is  polluted  bv  the  discharge  from  a  col hery. 
Mr  Tsalc ^  Dickinson,  of  Workington  was  appointed  a 
conserretor  in  place  of  Mr.  J.  E.  Birkctt,  r.signed. 


FRIENDLY  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  dinners  of  this  society  have  always  been 
successful  and  enjoyable,  and  the  fifty-fifth,  which  was 
held  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  on  Jan.  27,  was,  it  possible  more 
marked  by  pleasant  features  than  any  of  those  which  have 
preceded  it.  >f  ,„ 

The  chair  was  most  ably  and  happily  failed  by  Mr.  W. 
Hodgkinson,  a  member  of  more  than  twenty  yeais 
standing,  and  the  vice  chair  with  equal  y  good  effect  by 
Mr  Walter  Back,  who,  although  a  member  of  more 
recent  enrolment,  promises,  by  his  social  and  sportsman- 
like qualities,  to  become  a  real  bulwark  to  the  society. 

During  the  after  dinner  proceedings,  nothing  was  moie 
noticeable  than  the  sterling  quality  of  the  new  le.ruite 
under  the  Friendly  banner,  and  the  amicable  bond  exiting 
between  them  and  their  brethren  of  longer  membership. 
When  added  to  these  favourable  conditions,  the  tact  is 
taken 'into  consideiation  that  the  society  has  just  acquired 
a  twenty-one  years'  lease  of  perhaps  unsurpassed  fashing, 
in  two  miles  of  the  Colne  at  Rickmansworth,  the  membeis 
had  ample  cause  for  the  jubilant  manner  in  which  they 
received   their  chairman's    toast    of    "  The  Friendly 
Anglers  "  and  his  almost  confident  prediction  that  the 
society  would  be  found  in  a  flourishing  condition  fifty-five 
years  hence.    Among  the  numerous  guests  who  honoured 
the  "Friendlies"  by  their  presence  were  Messrs.  1. 
Crumplen   and   A.    R.    Matthews,  who  respectively 
responded  to  the  double-barrelled  toast  e  f  "The  rhamej 
Angling  Preservation  Society  and  the  Press  (proposed 
by  Mr  W  H.  Brewer),  Mr.  S.  J.  PaUant,  who  replied 
generally  for   "The   Visitors"   (proposed  by  Mr  .). 
McDermott),  Dr.  Startin,  Mr..  A.  Price,  of  the  True 
Waltonians,  the  latter  of  whom  imparted  a  true  sporting 
tone  to  the  modest  speech  in  which  he  acknowledged  the 
congratulations  tendered  through  him  to  his  society  by 
Mr   W   Meakin,  for  the  successful  issue  ot  their  action 
against 'a  contractor.     Other  visitors  were  Messrs.  C. 
Elsden,  W.  Brinstead,  F.  Hart,  W.  Parsons,  C.  Waters, 
W   Cox    S.  Lee,  W.  Bulgin,  E.  Hard.ng,  i.  (.nthn, 
C.'C.  St'xniforth,  and  V.  C.  Staniforth 

Mr  F  Berry,  the  society's  Camot  m  the  matter  ot 
organising  many  of  its  successes,  was  in  his  j'«PP'est 
reminiscent  mood  when  proposing  the  health  of  his  old 
angling  comrade,  "  The  Chairman,"  and  Mr.  Ilodgk.nsmi 
acknowledged  the  same  in  similar  cordial  terms  lhe 
Officers"  were  accorded  due  meed  ot  pra'se  in  the  toast 
proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Mitchell  ;  while  Mr.  W  H.  Holland 
the  late  secretary,  was  justly  singled  out  for  special 
distinction,  by  being  made  the  recipient  ot  a  token, 
small  in  itself,  but  nevertheless  expressive  ot  lie  great 
respect  and  admiration  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  the 
members.  His  reply  was  characteristically  short  and  to 
the  point,  and  was  well  received. 

The  musical  portion  of  the  entertainment  devolved 
upon  a  very  efficient  combination  of  professional  gentle- 
men (members  and  visitors),  and  comprised  Messrs.  1  W. 
Stephens,  Wallace-Page,  J .  Kift ,  (director),  Walter  Hack, 
W  Cox,  and  F.  C.  Staniforth,  all  of  whom  on  that 
occasion  fairly  earned  the  title  of  "artiste,  which  oannot 
be  withheld  from  Mr.  Sergeant  Lee  for  his  clever  rendering 
of  two  humorous  recitations. 

To  sum  up,  the  evening  was  memorable  tor  its  gooa 
fare,  excellent  comply,  and  fair  promise  tor  the  future 
of  the  "  Friendly  Anglers.'  •'• 


HUDDERSFIELD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  gaUhe 
Imperial  Hotel,  on  Thursday,  Jan.  28.    W.     .  Uellaweli, 
U    was  re-elected  ^^Z^  ^^. 

'  Votes  of  thanks  were  passed  to  the  ret.,  nig  officers.  , 


ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

TOT  Fifth  Annual  Yachting  Inhibition,  which  will 
remain  open  until  March  3rd  next,  is  a  representative  and 
comprehensive  display.  Every  requirement  of  the  devotee 
to  yachting,  boating,  or  fishing,  will  ho  found  on  view 
There  are  nine  more  exhibitors  than  last  year  lhe 
e  i  its  nc-ule  all  acoessorie,,  and  a  large  diction  of 
punts,  skiffs,  gigs,  canoes,  dinghys  and  h  eim  bunches. 

There  are  novelties  in  "  folding  b  ats  by  Mr.  H.  U.  r  . 
James  the  Herthon  Boat  Co.,  the  Shellhe.cl  Folding  Boat 
Co  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Toole.  Kxcellc.  models  by  Mess,-,. 
Cox  and  King,  K.  Mason,  0.  J.  Petersen,  A.  Hedgecoo, 
v , 1  T  11  Pcele  Lifeb  Its  and  other  life  saving  ..ppiratus 
by  Me'srs.  Glaier,  Brewers  and  Oo.  Fishing  tackle  and 

angling  requirements  by  J.  B.  Wohttdlon  ami  Mews.  .1. 
F  St  and  Son  Steam  and  electric  launches  by  Mcssr^. 
SimptVstrh.kland.aiulCc "^irijy  . 
Kivor  craft  by  K.  .1 .  Turk.  Messum  and  Bon,  J.  King  and 
Co  E I  Audrowsand  Son,  Wotkinsand  Co.,  George  Bar  I  IS, 
H  llammorton  and  Sons  (both  of  whom  are  in  daily 
a  t'endancc-as  large  as  lit.;),  O.  H.  Dunton  and  Co.,  Jota 
Tims  and  Sons,  and  the  Thames  hstuary  Cr,m.  g  t  I UD. 
Blocks  and  all  kind  of  gear  by  Alexander  and  Co 
watemroof  and  appropriate  clothing  capes  imd  o.hc 
TuiuSe  outfit,  hyping  Malcolm  and  Co.,  an,  I ngle  ...  d 
Co  •  sea  anchors  and  oil  distributors,  by  K .  ( • .  La,  , 
boiler  compositions,  by  Miles  and  Co.,  Hlutchbury;  par- 
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(iculaiH  of  yachting  cruises  may  be  obtained  of  Messrs. 

Pit{  rind  Scott  j    ropes,  linos,  and  yarn,  of  Mestrs. 

Browne's;    pumps,    engine,    aDd    boiler    fittings,  at 

'I'.  Noakes'  ami  Hon;  cooking  stoves  and  culinary  requisites 
at  Messrs.  Darby  and  Song's;  fishing  and  sporting  litera- 
ture at  the  Fishimj  Qazrtte  and  B.  W.  Houneoll'g  ;  Siile, 
of  Mr.  0.  II.  T.  Beamish  j  and  gail  Hanks,  of  Mr.  II.  W. 

Lev  ;  portable eloctiie  propollers,  by  Mr.  E.  A.  McLachlan  ; 
ltd  cycles  which  are  easy  of  storage  on  yachts,  of  Messrs. 
(lavett  and  Andersen,  ami  very  iminorous  other  exhibits 
appertaining  to  yachting  and  yachtgmon. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Loch  Ness — The  opening  prospects  of  this  now  famous 
spring  salmon  sheet  of  water  was  never  better.  That 
there  is  a  good  head  of  fish  in  the  loch  is  a  known  fact,  and 
owing  to  tho  low  (I  might  call  it  the  dry)  eta'e  of 
tho  river,  they  cannot  get  further  inland.  The  sur- 
rounding districts  are  covered  with  from  six  to  eighteen 
inches  of  snow  ;  and  even  should  thero  be  a  sudden  change 
in  tho  weather  that  would  raise  the  rivers,  the  fish  would 
be  slow  to  huve  the  warm  water  of  Loth  Noss  by  running 
uj)  the  low-temporatured  water  of  the  Garry.  Altogether, 
intending  salmon  anglers  on  Loch  Ness  can  feel  confident 
that,  onsidoririg  the  present  state  of  Loch  and  weather, 
the  opening  fortnight  should  beat  the  record. — H.  S.  N. 

CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling-  Society,  The  Albion. 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  Jan.  81  Mr.  Jagoti 
sen.,  saved  us  from  a  blank.  Our  new  proprietor  was  pro- 
posed on  Wednesday.  Our  return  visit  takes  place  on 
Monday,  Feb.  22.— H.  Haines. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E.— Outing  to  Datchet 
on  Feb.  7  ;  cease  fishing  at  4  p.m.  ;  usual  stretch  from 
Albert  Bridge  to  the  Lock  ;  five  prizes. — A.  C.  D. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— In  our  match  on 
the  Lea  on  Jan.  .'51  Mr.  Thomas  was  first  with  roach  •  other 
prizes  not  taken.  Will  all  members  meet  next  Tuesday  at 
9  O!dook  t.0  arrange  next  outing  ?— DoDD. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.— The  next  visit  on  the 
Central  Association  Visiting  List  will  be  paid  to  this  society 
on  Monday,  the  15th  inst.,  when  the  company  of  brother 
anglers  from  any  society  will  be  esteemed  a  favour.  The 
competition  for  the  February  series  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  14,  place  and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the 
meeting  on  the  11th. — Alf.  CONN. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— On  Jan.  31  Messrs.  Scutt,  J. 
Lawler,  and  Welham,  had  roach  and  chub  from  'the 
Thames.  Messrs.  Carter  and  Smith  had  a  number  of  jack, 
which  were  returned  to  the  water  to  grow  larger  — W 
Sutton. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W— On 
Jan.  31  Messrs.  E-.  Baxter,  A.  Howland,  and  T.  Twyman, 
were  the  only  ones  to  weigh-in.  Our  return  visit  take's 
place  on  Feb.  11,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — T. 
Twyman. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington,  High- 
street,  Epsom.— A  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held 
at  headquarters  on  Monday  evening  last.  The  president 
(Mr.  T.  W.  Coles)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  also 
present  Messrs.  Miles,  P.  Chuter,  Victory,  Wiltshire,  Dix 
Jas.  Keal  (Iron,  sec.),  &c.  The  hon.  secretary  reported  he 
had  seen  Mr.  M.  I).  Pucker,  of  Woodlands  Park,  who  had 
consented  to  become  a  vice-president  of  thescciety.  Three 
new  members  were  elected,  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  annual  smoking  concert  to  be  held  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  the  9th  inst.  Mr.  Dix,  the  hon.  treasurer 
reported  that  Mr.  A.  Jardin?  would  read  a  paper  on  "  Pike 
Fishing  "  early  in  March.— Jas.  Ke\l 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street.— On  Jan.  31  Messrs 
Chapman,  West,  Bailey,  Fowler,  and  Crow  weighed-in 
reach  and  jack.  Our  outing  takes  place  on  Feb.  7  at 
lilehurst;  all  meet  at  the  station  on  the  arrival  of  the 
first  train  ;  cease  fishing  at  4.30.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Tuesday  next;  important  business —A 
Crow. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms  Canonbury-road.  —  The  following  weighed-in 
2?  w-n3  :,Mr-  BJ™h>  daoe;  Mr.  Langford,  perch; 
Mr  Wilts,  dace  and  gudgeon.  We  met  on  Tuesday,  but 
so  lew  members  were  present,  that  no  business  was  done 
1  hope  to  see  a  better  muster  on  Tuesday  next 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur  ]  Golbourne- 
rr ad. —Members  please  note  that  the  match  arranged  for 
ieb  /  is  postponed  until  the  14th;  same  conditions  — 

A.  IDE. 

New  Albion  liscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell  Grove.— Next  Thursday  we 
have  a  smokmg  corrcert,  when  Col.  P.  H.  Dalbiac  M  P 
Ti  ?Le^e-  A  special  competition  has  been  arranged  for 
tte  18th  mst.  Members  desirous  of  taking  part  in  the 
outmg must  be  present  on  Thursday,  the  concert  night.— 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Jan  31  Mr 
Preston  weighed-in  Gib.  7oz.,  roach  ,  Mr.  Delieu,  one  jack.' 
On  i  eb.  18  our  annual  supper  will  take  place,  at  the  club- 
house Our  next  and  last  outing,  for  seven  prizes,  will 
take  place  at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  14th  ;  pegged-down  • 
hrst  train;  leave  off  fishing  at  5.30;  fish  to  be  shown 
at  .No.  1  swim. — h.  Bkockett. 

t  ?*;  Jfohn's  ^S?™?  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John  s-street-road  ClerEenweU.-Our  competition  at 
Shiplake,  on  the  31st,  was  a  failure,  as  only  one  prize  was 


taken,  Mr.  Johnson  being  the  winner.  The  committee 
will  meet  on  tho  10th  to  arrange  prizes  for  the  next  outing, 
and  members  attending  will  hoar  something  to  their 
advantage. — F.  Tiiokling. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Rising 
Sun,  Roekingham-street,  Newingtorr  Causeway,  S.E. — 
Only  one  prize  was  taken  on  Jan.  31,  by  Mr.  Cork,  with 
some  perch.  Will  members  please  attend  Wednesday 
next,  to  arrange  February  and  March  prizes. — A.  C. 
Francis. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 

— A  most  successful  visit  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the 
Collingwood  A  S.  on  tho  1st  inst.,  their  club-room  being 
crowdel,  and  on  the  roll  baing  called  sixteen  societies 
responded.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Firm  and  Trne 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Prince  George,  Hollingdon-street, 
Camberwell.    Notice  of  date  next  week. — Ai.k.  Conn. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  Three  members 
competed  on  Jan.  31  at  Watford.  Messrs.  J.  Talbot,  first, 
with  lib.  13oz.  ;  H.  Holt,  second,  with  lib.  12oz.  ;  J. 
Hare,  third,  with  small  gudgeon.  I  am  sorry  to  say  we 
have  lost  Mr.  Sharpe,  our  worthy  host  and  treasurer,  who 
died,  regretted  by  all.  Our  special  meeting  was  adjourned 
till  Tuesday,  10th  inst.  Oursjciil  concert  takes  places 
18th  inst.— J.  S.  Smith. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street.  N.W. — On  Jan.  31  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Davis,  roach,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Austin, 
31b.  lloz.  ;  and  Penny,  21b.  9oz.  On  Monday  next  we 
have  a  visit  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.  The  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  H.  Holder,  of  the  Royal  George,  supported 
by  Mr.  W.  Davis,  Bloomsbury  Brothers.  Ladies  invited. 
On  Feb.  28  we  have  an  outing ;  full  particulars  next  week. 
— T.  Austin. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers'  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— Our  next  match  for 
the  remaning  prizes  will  take  place  on  March  7,  the  place 
to  be  r  amed  on  the  last  meeting  night  in  February.  I 
hope  members  will  attend  in  connection  of  same,  also  for 
other  club  business. — W.  Harden. 

Several  report*  of  meetings  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


Writing  from  the  Bull  Hotel,  Streatly,  Berks,  Mr 
Horace  J.  Oardner  writes  :  "  3rd  Feb.,  1897.  Water  risin* 
very  fast,  fishing  no  good  for  the  next  week.  Mr.  J.  Sams 
(Friendly  Anglers)  out  with  Bartholomew  caught  a  fine 
pike  lOJlb.  and  several  small  ones,  also  on  Saturday  and 
Stfnday  several,  but  nothing  very  big." 


The  annual  entertainment  in  connection  with  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  the  river  keepers' 
dinner,  will  take  place  at  the  Mitre  Hotel,  Hampton 
Court,  on  Frrday  evening,  Feb.  12,  at  six  o'clock  pre- 
cisely. Alderman  Alfred  Nuthall,  J.P..  in  the  chair.  The 
tickets  to  visitors  for  the  dinner  are  5s.  each  and  early 
application  should  be  made  to  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  11 
Powrrall-gardens,  Hounslow,  secretary.  Mr.  J.  L  Woods' 
the  celebrated  humourist,  and  Mr.  Charles  Th'omason  in 
his  popular  musical  sketches,  have  been  engaged  Mr  H 
Wharton  Wells,  L.R.A.M.,  the  talented  pianist,  will  also 
be  there. 



The  ''Glassine"  paper,  of  which  mention  was  made 
last  week,  may  be  obtained  wholesale,  that  is  to  say  a  few 
quires,  or  by  the  ream,  from  Messrs.  Spalding  an.l  Hodge 
paper  makers,  Drury-lane,  London. 

 >♦ . ♦ <  

t  'w  "a  i§ratT,  ore»  ^bou,t  off  Eastbourne,"  writes  Mr. 
J.  W.  Soddy,  B.S.A.S.,  '  and  although  the  sea  is  calm 
the  weather  rs  very  unsettled."  Although  he  has  no 
tikes  to  record,  he  thinks  the  larger  fish  will  follow  the 
spiats. 


Hiring  the  last  few  days  herrings  have  been  so  cherp 
in  Pans  that  a  dozen  sold  forl2Jd.  This  fish  is  so  abundant 
at  present  on  the  Norman  coasts  that  the  fishermen  are 
unable  to  get  rid  of  the  catch.  Herrings  have  been  selling 
at  i51r.  per  1000,  and  are  now  being  thrown  away. 

Ct0I"r?/  H-  Dalbiac  will  preside  at  the  smoking  con- 
cert on  Thursday  evening  next,  Feb.  1 1  (at  8).  It  will  be 
held  at  the  society  s  commodious  rooms,  The  Grove  House 
lavem,  Camberwell-grove,  S.E. 

Mr.  Henry  Ball,  hon.  sec.  cf  the  B.S.A.S.  (who  by 
the  way  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  fact  that  during  the 
past  twelve  months  he  has  increased  the  membership  of 

,-nfpi0^f^-r0M300  t0  8(?0)  informa  me  tbathiscommktee 
intend  holding  the  annual  general  meeting  on  March  3  and 
the  annual  dinner  on  March  17.  This  Utter  function,  Mr 
Jiall  promises  is  to  make  a  record  in  the  annals  of  the 

SSSStfm  f£  TUmi  °J  haviD8  400  covers  laiJ  "  the 
Grand  Hall  of  the  Cannon-street  Hotel  on  the  night  fixed 
I  need  hardly  siy  I  wish  him  and  his  society  the  thorough 
success  they  deserve.  ^> 
 MIX  

of  fh»ET?  \h%laAe  D£-  Warwick  resided  at  Duham,  the  seat 
of  the  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington,  he  was  walking 
one  evening  m  the  park,  and  came  to  a  pond  where  fi'l. 
intended  for  the  table  were  temporarilykept,  He  took 
particular  notice  of  a  fine  pike,  of  about  six  pounds  weight 
which  when  it  observed  bim,  darted  hastily  away.  ■  In  so 
doing  it  struck  its  head  against  a  tenter-hook  in  a  post  (of 
which  there  were  several  in  the  pond,  placed  to  prevent 
poaching)  and  as  it  afterwards  appeared,  fractured  its  skull 


and  turned  the  optic  nerve  on  one  side.  The  angrugnl 
evinced  by  the  animal  appeared  most! horrible.  It  rushed 
to  the  bottom,  and  boring  its  bead  into  the  mud,  whirled] 
itself  round  with  such  velocity,  that  it  was  almost  lost  to 
sight  for  a  short  interval.  It  then  plunged  about  the  pond 
and  at  length  threw  itself  completely  out  of  the  water  on 
to  tho  bank.  The  doctor  went  and  examined  it,  and  found 
that  a  very  small  portion  of  the  brain  was  protruding  from 
the  fracture  in  the  skull.  He  carefully  replaced  this,  and 
with  a  small  silver  toothpick,  raised  the  indented  portion 
of  the  skull.  The  fish  remained  still  for  a  short  time,  and 
he  then  put  it  again  into  the  pond.  It  appeared  at  first  s 
good  deal  relieved,  but  in  a  few  minutes  it  again  darted  s 
plunged  about  until  it  threw  itself  out  of  the  wate 
second  time  ;  all  of  which  is  vouched  for  in  Cassj 
"  World  of  Wonders." 


i  mm 

first  a 
dand 
tor  a 
shells 


A  SECOND  time  Dr.  Warwick  did  what  he  could  |£ 
relieve  it,  and  again  put  it  into  the  water.    It  continufll 

for  several  times  to  throw  itself  out  of  the  pond,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  keeper,  the  doctor  at  length  made*' 
kind  of  pillow  for  the  fish,  which  was  then  left  in  the  ponftj 
to  its  fate.    Upon  making  his  appearance  at  the  pond  on 
the  following  m<  rning,  the  pike  came  towards  him  to  the 
edge  of  the  water  and  actually  laid  its  head  upon  his  foot. 
The  doctor  thought  this  most  extraordinary ;  but  he 
examined  tho  fish's  skull  add  found  it  going  on  all  rights? 
He  then  walkel  backwards  and  forwards  along  the  edge  (Mi 
the  pond  for  some  time,  and  the  fish  continued  to  swim  up 
and  down,  turning  whenever  he  turned;  but  being  bliaj? 
on  the  wounded  side  of  its  skull,  it  always  appeared! 
agitated  when  it  had  that  side  towards  the  bank,  as  itcou31 
not  then  see  its  berrefactor.    On  the  next  day  he  took  some 
young  friends  down  to  see  the  fish,  which  came  to  him  ad 
before,  and  at  length  he  actually  taught  the  pike  to  come 
to  him  at  his  whistle  and  feed  out  of  his  hands.     With" I 
other  persons  it  continued  as  sby  as  fish  usually  arc.  Dr. 
Warwick  _  thought  this  a  most  remarkable  instance  ofl 
gratitude  in  a  fish  for  a  bsnefit  received;  and  as  it  alwayj! 
came  to  his  whistle,  it  also  proved  what  be  had  previously  ' 
disbelieved,  that  fishes  are  sensible  to  sound. 


Although  not  present  on  Monday  last,  I  gather  thatij 
Mr.  Crumplen's  lecture  (illustrated  by  a  large  number  ofi 
views,  many  of  which  were  lent  by  the  G.E.R.)  was  a  most 
interesting  and  instructive  one.     In  the  course  of  hm 
lecture  he  merrtioned  that  some  good  dace  were  occasionally: 
taken  from  the  Cam,  and  announced  that  two  fish,  cf 
lib.  ljoz.  each,  captured  by  Hoiace  Howard,  were  being! 
set  up,  arrd  would  find  a  resting  place  on  the  walls  of  the 
handsome  salon  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.    On  the  saran 
night  good  business  was  rattled  through  at  the  Central! 
delegate  meeting,  after  which  several  members  adjourned! 
to  the  "  Brunswick  "  to  help  make  the  Collingwood  visit.  a] 
success.    Mr.  W.  J.  Wade— with  others— did  the  three  inl 
one  night !    May  they  never  be  wracked  with  the  tortures-J 
of  lumbago  ! 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  from  Mr.  Harry  Dowsett,  of  the  j 
Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's  Association,  that  the  South- 1 
Eastern  and  L  B.  and  S.C.  Railways  have  grunted  several! 
concessions.  Members  can  now  travel  for  a  fare  and  a] 
quarter.  Mr.  Foster,  who  captured  the  32Jlb.  pike  i 
recently,  has  had  a  turn  in  Devonshire,  and  forwarded  to  j 
his  club  sixty  roach  (alive!),  smallest  12oz.,  largest  ! 
lib.  12oz.  They  have  been  turned  into  the  Buckshole 
Reservoir.  At  their  last  meeting  a  good  sum  was  voted  I 
for  a  supply  of  trout  and  coarse  fish. 

The  Royal  Aquarium  may  be  congratulated  on  its  Fifth  I 
Annual  Yachting  Exhibition,  which  opened  on  Tuesday. 
The  general  opinion  prevailed  that  it  fully  sustained  the 
high  reputation  its  predecessors  acquired.    There  are  nine  j 
more  exhibitors  than  last  year,  and  the  effect  is  really  very  j 
grand.    The  electric  light,  of  course,  does  yeoman  service  1 
in  this  respect.    The  exhibition  will  remain  open  until 
March  3,  to  be  followed  by  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  about  J 
which  Mr.  Ritchie  or  Mr.  Wilkinson  may  be  consulted  1 
by  intending  exhibitors. 


'Weather  permitting!"  Cautious  words  uttered  byj 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  on  Wednesday  last.    I  said  "  D .  \  ."' 
I  should  be  present  at  the  netting  on  Saturday  (to-day, . 
Feb.  G),  of  the  Barnes  Reservoir— weather  too  bad  on 
Monday;  and,   like  Mr.  Brougham,  I  am  getting  more! 
cautious— at  any  rate  ; t ill  I've  paid  off  the  doctor.    1  am 
not  quite  so  ready  with — 

"  No  matter  whence  tho  wind  may  blow,  ' 

Come  rain,  hail,  thunder,  sleet,  or  snow 

I  am  coming  weather  or  no  !  ' 

The  Volga  river  is  the  largest  in  Europe.    The  Russian 
people  call  it  the  Mother  Volga.    It  is  about  3600  miles 
long.    [1  wonder  how  many  roach  swims  it  contains. 
 >  »♦♦<  

Mr.  Mc.  L.  Collins,  hon.  secretary  rf  the  Anchor 
Wishing  Society,  Blue  Anchor  Hotel,  Thames-streot, 
Kingston,  writes  :  "  We  had  a  very  good  competition  on 
.Ian.  31,  and  some  splendid  tislr  were  taken  :  First  Mr  T 
1  urdue,  lib.  lOioz.  :  second,  Mr.  Barnes,  lib.  6o«.  :  third, 
Mr.  Mc  L.  Collins,  lib.  Ojjoz.  Mr.  Barnes  and  myself 
were  fishing  with  J.  Knight.  We  were  only  out  threj 
hours  and  got  lOJlb.  roach.  Mr.  R.  Kempstor  was  out 
with  J  Knight  on  Feb.  1  ;  141b.  was  the  result.  These 
are  not  fancy  Btorios,  but  facts.  If  you  know  anyone  who 
wants  a  good  day's  roach  fishing,  you  can't  do  better  than 
send  them  down  here.  Address  .1.  Knight,  Sun  Hotel, 
Kingston-on-1  lamos,  if  you  want  to  secure  him;  ho  is  a 
first-rate  man  "  He's  all  right,  McL.  On  more  than 
one  occasion  (when  fashing  with  Mr.-J.  R.  Richardson) 
the  third  occupant  of  the  punt  has  been  Dragnet, 
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ftotess  ftom  tf>e  fiortf). 

The  blizzard  has  engrossed  all  attention  in  the  north 
during  the  past  week.  The  storm  has  now  lasted  for  over 
fweek,  and  there  is  little  sign  of  abatement  In  f act  it 
U  all  the  other  way,  and  until  a  thorough  change  takes 
place  we  advise  those  who  are  thinking  of  coming  north 
not  to  do  so  in  the  meantime. 

What  the  prospects  of  the  opening  of  the  salmon  season 
on  the  Dee,  Don,  and  bulk  of  Scotch  streams  may  be  on 
Friday  the  11th  inst.,  no  one  can  tell,  but  m  all  human 
protebility  the  start  will  not  be  much  to  brag  about  under 
present  climatic  conditions.  - 

The  pike  in  St.  Mary's  locb,  Aboyne,  most  have 
experienced  soma  funny  sensations  on  Saturday  last,  and 
rnuld  thev  have  appreciated  the  remarks  made  in  the 
Wesriberdeen^ire  dorice  by  the  250  or  so  x-dd 
curlers  all  intent  on  the  roaring  game  above  them  they 
niYgkT'have  laid  in  a  stock  of  material  which  would  have 
afforded  food  for  discussion  for  the  next  half  dozen 
Sundays  at  least.  ,  . 

The  loch  at  all  other  times  is  full  of  pike.  On  Saturday 
last  it  was  full  of  curlers  and  skaters,  the  occasion  being 
the  annua1  bonspiel  of  the  North  East  of  Scotland  when 
&  curiers  south  of  the  Don  were  pitted  against  those 
north  of  it,  and  beat  them.  , 

The  death  of  Dr.  Profeit— for  twenty  years  Her 
Maiestv's  commissioner  at  Balmoral-hxs  cas.  a  deep 
K  over  the  uppar  valley  of  Deeside,  and  his  loss  wdl 
be  deeply  regretted  amongst  a  very  wide  circle  of  friends, 
from  the  lady  who  sits  on  the  throna  downwards. 

As  a  sportsman  with  the  gun  Dr.  Profeit  had  f  ew  equals, 
and  with  the  rod  none  could  match  him  on  upper  Deeside 
W»  was  a  fine  specimen  of  a  man-tall,  muscular  and 
commancUn^nd  as  well  and  fittingly  did  ^discharge 
the  duties  of  his  high  and  honourable  office  for  the  long 
Period  of  twenty  years.  He  possessed  the  entire  con- 
ndence  of  Her  ^Majesty,  and  there  was  none  about  her 
S  at  Balmoral  who  stood  higher  m  her  favour  than 

Dr.  Profeit.   . 

It  was  well  known  that  he  was  seriously  ill  for  some 
time  back,  and.  after  some  difficulty,  the  Queen  had  just 
accepted  his  resignation,  and  appointed  a  successor,  when 
fhf end [came.  He  was  buried  on  Monday,  from  the 
Crathie  Church,  and  lies  not  far  from  the  remains  of  John 
Brown  and  Clark,  her  late  body  servants. 

In  all  outdoor  sports  the  doctor  took  a  warm  mterest 
and  as  a  brother  of  the  broom  there  was  no ' 
nor  enthusiastic  curler  on  the  ice.  He  was  tie  .Mad  and 
front  of "all  state  ceremonies  and  semi-stats  ceremonies  at 
Balmoral  during  the  later  part  of  the  Queen's  reign.  A 
J  P  of  the  county,  and  a  member  of  all  the  parochial  and 
county  associations,  no  figure  will  be  more  missed  m  the 
north  than  that  of  the  late  commissioner. 

Mr.  Rae,  of  Rhiderrach,  Ross-shire,  the  other  day  came 
upon  a  fine  specimen  of  a  golden  eagle,  unable ,  to  iwe. 
Mr.  Rae  threw  his  cloak  over  it,  and  secured  it  alive  A 
splendid  specimen  has  also  been  ciptured  by  a  farmer  in 
the  East  Riding  of  Yorkshire. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  has  caused  to  be  Presented  a 
handsome  gift  of  game  to  a  1  the  officials  on  the  Great 
North  of  Scotland  Railway,  Oldmelurum  section. 

Another  fine  specimen  Tflhe  golden  eagle ,  has  been 
caught  alive  on  Dnncombe  Hill,  Milngarvie,  by  Mr  John 
Boden,  gamekeeper.  The  bird  measures  8ft.  Gin.  trom  tip 
to  tip.  . 

A  curious  find  his  been  made  in  the  stomaci li  of  a  cod 
brought  into  Buckie,  a  fishing  port  in  Aberdeenslnr c  When 
the  fish  was  being  opened,  a  quart  bottle  "as^iu/»n^ct; 
It  was  apparently  of  foreign  make  and  filled  with  a 
snb^crCembling  milk.  The  curiosity  has  been 
forwarded  to  Dr.  Fulton,  Edmburgh.  ^ 


provincial  Botes 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 
The  late  meetiag  of  the  Severn  Fishery  H™^ 
was  held  in  Birmingham .  on  Thursday ,1m *,  Jan.  28 ,  was 
looked  forward  to  with  great  interest  by  those  who  were 
nt  retted  ia  the  cue  of  the  Birmingham  anglers  fishing 
ffSSJ  fish  without  licences  up  n  the  —  of  the 

some  little  trivial  fault  found  by  him,  in  winch  the  evi 
water  where  the  late  contest  wa?  fashed,  and  would  wnw 


to  the  bailiff  notifying  him  of  the  time  and  exact  spot. 
This  venture  of  Mr.  Coles's  w.l   be  looked  forward  to  as 
the  anglers  in  the  Midlands  intend  to  see  the  matter 
fought  out,  and  until  such  time  that  the  case  is  settled  the 
Worcester   Kidderminster,  Birmingham,  and  other  ad- 
ditions have  decided  not  to  take  out  licences.  The 
Birmingham  Association  have  forwarded  their  money  in 
full  to  defend  the  case  just  given  up  but  the  money  will 
be  left  in  the  solicitors'  hands  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the 
next  trial.    Mr.  Scrimshire  gave  his  Shakespenan  ricital, 
at  the  Oak  Society's  room,  on  Sunday  last.    The  attend 
ance  was  not  up  to  the  average  which  was  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  wretched  weather     Nevertheless  those  who 
did  fttend  had  an  intellectual  treat.    A  collection  was 
made  at  the  close  in  aid  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers 
Benevolent Society.    The  host  of  the.  Oak  clubhouse 
informed    me    tha't    no   fish  of   any  importance  had 
been   weighed-in    in    his    open    competition.     1  was 
also  pleased  to  notice  that  the  club  are  offering  special 
prize*  for  all  classes  of  specimen  fish  tor  the  members  only. 
The  best  fish  will  be  preserved,  and  will  adorn  the  waits 
of  the  club-room.    Squire  Monckton  has  put  in  a  claim 
against  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  for  £1000  fox  the 
late  rjokoninc  of  the  fish  in  the  River  Penk,  and  trom  ail 
appearances  tbe  corporation  look  like  having  to  pxy.  the 
desUuction  of  fish  was  a  sad  blow  to  the  Wolverhampton 
Association,  but  they  intend  keeping  the  water  wlth  the 
hone  that  the  river  may  some  day  recover  itself.    In  the 
S    h    association  have  taken  for  their  members  a 
portioZf  the  Penk,  below  Penkridge  together  with  two 
gKnd  a  trout  stream.    The  Vine  Unity  Society  have 
decided  to  hold  their  annual  concerts,  in  aid  ot  their  prize 
fund  on  March  23  and  30  next.    A  splendid  ^^Tr 
is  being  arranged.    A  special  general  meeting  ot  the  Bir- 
mingham Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday  (Feb  11) 
next,  at  the  headquarters.    Chair  Uken  at  8.15  prompt. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 
Anders  have  at  length  had  to  take  an  enforced  rest  in 
Anglers  nave  av  e  »  several  days  most  ot  the 

Vn^S™^^™  up,  and  pike  fishing 

hu Men  an  ahMlnte  impossibility.    A  few  fishermen  have 
Sorted  to  the  old-fashioned  method  of  angling .  through 
a  hole  made  in  the  ice,  and  a  few  nice  lots  ot  roach  have 
been  captured  in  this  way,  one  bag  weighing  over  bib 
There  was  lnother  heavy  tall  of  snow .at  the  beginning 
this  week;  and  further  floods  are  feared  when  it  disappears. 
FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
On  Tan  29theWlute  Horse  Hotel,  Carr-lane,  Hull,  was 
enSveSby  tt  presence  of  a  large  gathering  o  anglers 
the  attraction  being  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Rivm  null 

SSircotSor?during\he  past  Season  of  1896  as 
follows  Mr  Frank  Waites,  for  the  most  specimen  fish 
from  the  River  Hull,  received  a  marble  timepiece  ;  and  for 
the "Lest sample  o  "specimen  fish  from  the  .same  river,  Mr. 
Waitefwas  re  ented  with  a  pair  of  equestrian  bronze; > ; ;  Mr. 
T  Chestet  was  the  recipient  of  the  club. prize,  given  by  the 
L^pier,  a  large  ^^toX^T^Zol 
igrt  ^  L^ZIT^P  ™  A.S  as 
a  mark  of  esteem  and  respect,  a  mahogany  case  of  cutlery, 

Hull  Bros?  Band  A.S.  Mr.  S.  Jefferson  was  elected 
Sent;  Mr.  J.  Lawson,  ^^  ^^ 
Northern,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  ^  vy  u  ,  at 
The  annual  ^^'^^^Z^'B  r^Aovfei 
the  Clarence  Hotel,  Hull.  The  ^Ynanci.1  ^ 
21  ^VZr^A for  the  ensuing  season 

SSSSZ  Stt  most^essful  -ft^rtat 
headquarters     They  w.l I  open  ^ 

°"  ML  HoWerm.ss  ilote'.,  Hull,  have  elected  Mr.  J. 
meet  at  the  Holdernissi ioi»  ,  b  treasurer  ;  and 
Martin  president  for  181)/  ;  Mr.  J.  =  ^ 
Mr.  T.  E.  Hague  as  secretary  J\°"£u^CutiB,  and 

«U»r»l«.        FRQM  LANCASHIRE. 

there  is  not  a  water  worth  a  visit,  aio 
waters  are  covered  with  ice  and  as  to  r^ers  won 

we  have  ^.^l^^^M^  weather, 
water  reservoirs  are  suffering iron  i ■  refuses 
one  well  known  to  be  teeming  with  ^shabsoju^y 


sequently,  Ashless,  for  should  any  pools  be  left  in  which 
SHronfi  live,  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  live  long  or 
a  live  fish  of  any  size  is  a  terrible  temptation •  Mo*to  the 
liberated  water" eventually  found  its  waj ^  into  the  Bolhn, 
which  quickly  was  in  flood,  and  should  benefit  by  such  a 
eood  scouring  out.  One  place  worth  visiting  m  the  coming 
feafon  w!ll  b!  Acton  Bridge,  our  old  friend  John  Jackson, 
of  Manchester,  ha,  taken  the  local  hostelry,  and  intend, 
catering  for  our  sport  and  comfort,  and  he  can  be  relied,  on 
for  doing  so.  Several  prominent  anglers  are  km  de  com- 
bat  with  La  Grippe. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
The  partial  thaw  which  commenced  this  day  week  in 
this  county  has  done  very  little  in  the  way  of  leaping 
anglers.    The  weather  since  that  day  has  been  most 
inclement  storms  of  snow  and  sleet  most  days  combining 
to  render  matters  meteorological  of  the  most  exasperating 
character     On  Tuesday  so  little   of  the  ice  had  dis- 
the  cana/about  Leicester  that  it  was  found 
necessary  to  bring  the  iceboat  into  use.-  The  me  has 
been  but  partially  frozen  over,  but  owing  to  the  heavy 
snowstorms  it  has  lately  been  running  unusually  high, 
and  very   heavy   in   flood,    and  the    Leicester  town 
flood  gates  hi7e  had  consequently  to  be  opened  to 
allow  of  the  volume  getting  rapidly  away,  A  few  anglers 
were  out  trying  their  luck  at  >the  jpot >  along 
the  Leicester    Angling    Society's   preserves,  but  he 
discomforts  unler  which  they  laboured,  and  the  small 
nature  of  the  catches,  did  not  at  all  compensate  them  for 
their  endeivours.   Most  of  the  private  waters  in .  he wester- 
shire  are  still  icebound,  and  prospectsof  sport,  at  the  tan* 
of  writing  are  extremely  dismal  and  disappointing. 
FROM  MANCHESTER. 
Two  important  gatherings  of  anglers  are  close  upon  us 
thefirstbein-onther.th.andwill  be  the  initial  business 
meeting  of  the  newly-formed  County  Palatme  Ang hog 
IStion,  at  which  some  forty  clubs  will  be  "Panted. 
The  meeting  is  noted  for  the  headquarters  ot  the  Derby 
ChiVperhaps  the  strongest,  club  in  the  district  and  one 
which  went  to  the  front  with  phenomenal  speed  lhe 
?he  next  item  of  interest  is  that  of  the  lecture  by  Mr. 
A.  C.  de  Boinville,  which  will  be  delivered  on  the  11th  at 
fhe  Greyhound  Hotel,  Chester-road.;  Mr.  F  Bibl ,y ^.11 
manipulate  the  lantern.     The  subject  is     Red  Let  o 
IW"  and  other  topics  interesting  to  fishermen  generally. 
The  genial  lecturer  has  spared  no  pains  to  get  a  lot  ot 
^formation,  both  racy  and  instructive  and  those  who  stop 
away  will  miss  a  great  treat.    At  the  meeting  of  the 
Kingfishers  on  the  2nd  inst.,  sincere    sympathy  was 
Sssed  with  Mr.  Marco  S.  Levy,  one  of  the  members, 
who  has  mlt  with  a  painful  accident,  and.  m  conse^nence 
will  loseTn  arm.    When  in  trouble  it  is  always  a  con- 
solation to  receive  the  sympathy  of  our  tnends,  and 

^  rtden^lhS,^  U  ^ 

their  execut  ve.  They  are  in  possession  of  a  nice  water 
Sich  is  getting  well  stocked,  in  fact  a  consignment  or 
good  fish  is  inst  expected  from  Lincolnshire,  lhe  Blue 
Bells  are  once  agaihi-i  evidence  with  their  new  executive 
ter  l897 Vs  follows:  Chairman,  W.  Edwards;  reasurer 
A  Miller •  secretary,  T.  Hanson;  committee,  G.  YMee, 
T  Moss  and  W.  Jackson.  Several  new  members  have 
been  elected,  and  a  good  season  is  in  prospect  '1  he  next 
^  "ting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  will  take 
place  on  Feb.  12,  at  G.30,  and  is  important  . 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
There  is  not  much  chance  of  sport  at  present,  but  the 
ice  s  slowly  going  off  the  waters.  H  w.l  bo  some  time 
before  The  Vo°adsg  are  cleared  but  ^'«|««B™ 
ODened  up,  and  traffic  resumed  on  Monday.  JLB6  mire 
wil  be  a  fe'w  days  yet  before  the  ice  goes  as  there  are  no 
steamers  plying  on  that  river  to  break  up  the  ice. 
FROM  NOTTINGHAM 


The  fish  are_  out  of  tight ^  in  the^  lottem 

Lincoln- 
time  com- 

fcu:  ss  s-ssr-  - b  - 


Snort  on  the  Trent  has  been  worse  than  last  week. 
HeaPvy  snow  fell  during  Monday  night,  and  s  thaw  set  hug 
m  on  Tuesday,  the  river  began  to  rise  rapidly  OT 
Wednesday  It  is  evident  angh-rs  are  again  destioea  tQ 
encounte  a  tremendous  volume  of  water.  Before  he 
snow  descended  the  weather  had  been  very  severe,  the 
St?Saffording  little 

J    Shand'lSn'l.at  King's  Mills,  and 
Seited'U  not|mg.hadwiones,nca  myP^onJ 

on  hrir  etre  ch  at  Rollesten,  when  the  lirst  pme  was  won 

K"c.iiW  T~. Z^X ^  Committ.,.  ;  Mr 
Unit  ^•l8llu«    *     w   1>ari.pr  „8  a  contnbuti  in  to  lhe 

^.rVo Iltttio.".  Fund  "  1U  receipt  suggests  the 
feas  nity  o    getting  together  the  necessary  funds  and 

S 'f^tS  same  to  irdevote'd  to  the  fund  in  que- 


tion.  Somo  Saturday  in  Kepr/.mber  would  be  a  convenient 
Uuy,  and  an  attractive  prngrnmnio,  combined  witli  liber.il 
prices,  oiiKht  to  attraot  all  the  best  anglers  from  Sheffield 
vmL  H!Fw«»<»<  Manchester,  and  the  north  penerally.' 
WO  difficulty  ought  to  Htand  in  the  way  of  establishing  a 
gunranteo  hind,  and  for  my  own  part  I  will  do  all  I  canto 

rormra  the  proposed  movement. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Hie  weather  of  the  week  before  last  was  changeable 
6m  ugh  but  i  u;mar  the  past  woolc  it  has  been  even  more 
PUUJflVaUa.    We  have  bad  froit,  snow,  thaws,  and  rain 
■  nawsant  y,  with  the  order  changed  every  now  and  again 
just  tor  the  sake  of  variety.    Under  these  circumstances 
very  tew  anglers,  and  those  of  the  most  enthusiastic  nature 
Have  ventured  far  away,  and  consequently  there  is  little  to 
record  in  the  way  of  sport.    At  the  week-end  the  Trent 
and   Idlo  woro  in  splendid  form   for  fishing,  and  the 
well    known     patrons    of    this    river    were    looking  1 
forward    to   some   good    fishing,    but    their  expecta 
tons    were    suddenly    up,et    by    the    weather,  which 
I:.'   S*  !"••'"*        ;         }»•«'   "">»'<   wretched  description, 
tne  idle  has  Furnished  a  small  amount  of  sport  but 
nothing  of  any  moment,  an 3  a  few  nice  roach  have  b  >en 
taken     The  Ityton,  too,  has  afforded  a  little  sport  amongst 
tie  roach;  but  yory  few  anglers  have  visited  the  liver 
Beverol  anglers  have  paid  attention  to  the  Horncastle 
Canal  and  this  has  not  suffered  so  much  from  the  effec  s 
ot  taefrosl  and  enpw  as  other  waters  hivo.   Here  a  few 

woe  dishes ,,  roach  have  I.  caught.   Trout  fishing  com 

meneed  on   he  River •Trent  on  Tuesday,  but  as  yet  I  have 

  r"'d  "VmrV""e  tryi"8  tbeir  luck-    For  one^l  ing  he 

^h   was    terrible,   would  act  as  a  great 

deterrent,  the  prospects  for  fishing  are  reported  to  be 
est  emely  good,  and  no  doubt  Sheffieldew  will  render 
■  l>| j  e  a,  good  an  account  of  themselves  as  in'  former  years 
Although  the  climatic  conditions  in  Derbyshire  have' 
b,en  the  s.me  as  elsewhere,  a  fe*  nij  takes of 
proving  hiVe  reeently  bean  reported,  but  not  many 
hs-.ermen  have  been  out.  The  Sheffield  Trout  A nS 
So«ety18  now  ,,,  a  nourishing  condition,  having  a  bahnce 
of  £34  Is  which  is  ti-.nror.,  than  last  year,  ah,  80cietv 
ha,  secured  a  Splendid  stretch  of  wa'er  in  the  Amber  and 
Other  waters  are  be.ng  negotiated  for.  With  the  local 
waters  the  society  has  already  got,  the  members  should 
li  ne  plenty  of  scope  for  th«-  fishing  abilities  dmC tl  e 
oominrf  year.    A  few  Sheffield™  have  been  to  some  of  E 

teats  ss^rd  hm>  caugu  some 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

the  Severn  ami  Teme  are  now  down  to  a  nice  level  and 
a  good  colour,  but  the  tlay  is  bunging  a  lot  of  snow" 
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water  down,  and  there  will  be  no  successful  angling  until 
that  has  passed  away.    A  few  rods  have  been  out,  but 
very  tew  h^h  taken  ;  even  the  pike  seem  quite  off  the  feed. 
Salmon  fishing  commenced  yesterday  (Tuesday),  and  the 
tatee  or  fish  by  the  nets  was  small,  only  two,  one  281b.  and 
one  Hlb.    A  large  quantity  of  fish  has  passed  over  the 
weir  at  Dighs  th,8  winter,  so  the  take  cf  salmon  in  the 
upper  part  ot  thi  river  should  be  exceptionally  good.  The 
annual  dinner  of  the  Hransford  Angling  Society  was  held 
at  tn0  *0jt  Inn  on  Monday  evening.    There  were  present 
a  Hrco  number  of  members  and  gentlemen  who  he'd 
lishing  rights  on  that  part  of  the  Teme.    Mr.  B.  J 
Uazalet  c  ccupied  the  chair,  who,  in  proposing  the  toast 
ot  the  evening,  "Success  to  the  Bransford  Angling 
Association,"    congratulated  the    members    upon  the 
sport   they    had   enjoyed    during    the    season,  and 
promise.!  them    l,,s    earnest   support    in  the  future, 
m  i  .11.  Cole,  the  auditor,  responded,  and  read  a  statement 
ot  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  club,  the  competitions 
tney  had  had  the  nan  e,  of  the  winners,  and  the  amounts 
won.    Seveial  gentlemen  promised  handsome  donations 
Jne  chairman  s  health  was  drunk  with  musical  honou-s' 
f,%oth^  nwal  toasts  followed,  the  last  being  that  of 
me  Hostess,     who  gave  every  satisfaction  by  her 
to  w"lL>     tT°       conoert,  bought  a  pleasant  evening 
Mrfori  mrf  m     £nhilIW  re^t,on  listing  between  the 
f«5  «       t-^6  ??Ver?  Fl3hing  Board  has  been  still 
ZBL7Tne'ihythrep0r-1  0f  the  chlirma»  before 
the  antfual  meeting  on  Thursday  last,  and 

)  !tllTbeM  ° f*-the  VtanOU8  club3  forminS  Worcester 

,n  ,1  H  «  RO0la,tl°"'  hav°  decided  not  t0  take  oufc  Hoences 

for  eofrTfi  P?™^*"  ^  ri*hfc  to  is3Ue  them, 

i.e.,  tor  coarse  fish.    A  test  case  will  be  Uken 
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m ?i?  mJ°\th%  dlzly  ?0Ise-  8kat,n*  le!nS.  »°  the  pre* noe 
of  King  Frost-for  the  time,  at  least-a  more  exhilarating 
pastime  than  fishing.    There  will  be  very  little  done 
between  now  and  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  It 
is  satisfactory  to  learn  tkt  the  presets  are  very  g00d 
on    the  Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  Nidd,  and  Derwent 
The   rivers  are  well    stocked,  and    unlets    fwT  ;„ 
terfere  the  fish  should  b,  in  capital  trim    The  wfnter' 
notwithstanding  ,  s  drawbacks,  has  been  a  favourable  one 
for  .trout     The  old  Ebor  A.  A.  held  its  annual  dmner  at 
the  Bay  Horse,  Blossom-street,  York  on  the  .It  J  t 
the  29th  ult.    It  was  stated  t'hat  fee  dubV  S  a  fer* 
prosperous  condition,  and  that  Mr.  J.  Craven  was  the 
winner  of  the  silver  medal  for  the  aggregate  weight  of 
fish  in  all  matches.    The  Melbourne  ( YoVkfciub  has  ko 
held  its  yearly  dinner  at  the  Melbourne  Hotel,  and  had  a 
gratifying  report  to  make.  '         aa  a 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
„  ACCOMMODATION 

or  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &0. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

AJdress:  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge 
Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  tbe  Avon  or  Stour 

IPL    A"  SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN  0,,OUr' 

The  Observer*  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset 

w    i  r.9&l  afte">oon  for  Saturday.) 
Wanted    adverts. ,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid 
Address  :  Observer  O.fic,,  Bournemouth. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record 

Wanted  Adds.,  18  ^  Gd  .  ^prepaid  i 

Address:  News  Otfice,  Ashbourne.  1 


FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  011  the  Yorkshire  rivers  have  not  had  much 
n-,eZ,,latflly-  ?Ut  f6V  g,^]iaS  have  bee«  taken^and 
fiih  Vni  I  h?  8p0It  obtained  },a5  be^  with  coarss 
fc^'  C  1Ub'  d^Ce' -&c-  The  frost  was  al°»e  efficient 
m5  ie»t  P  t0ia^llDSL m  ma"y  favourite  reaches  in  the 
%tevSih''Ux  lh*  1haw3'  which  have  f>r  days 
ou.  she^11lCy-haDd8  °L Win/6r'  have  °P3rated  t0  "nder 
en  ovable  1  ,naoo««bl0  for  anything  like  continued 
S  *  SP°^-  3  The  uncertain  meteorological  con- 
ditions, exemplified  in  snowstorms,  varied  by  rainftlls 

WaltoniarPatmeh  by  I?™**'  hive  kept  Numerous 
vvaitomans  at  home  who  would  have  Dreferred  dl« 

bertrfur!„tohems-elrs  by  the  side  °f  ^^ri  & 

snow  Pictures  p.e;ented  around  many  fishn- 
draw  thf  V6/0t  ?r0V6d  of  themselves  attractive  enough  to" 
draw  them  f,oa  hearth  and  home.  A  good  manv  or oole 
have  been  temptel  for  the  nonce  to  lay  fod  and  Ksfde 


PRACTICAL  MAKERS 
OF  FIRST  CLASS 


J  BERNARD  &  SON, 

FISHING  EODS.  REELS.  LINES,  AND  TACKLE 
Salmon,  Lake,  Trout,  Rolled  Wing  &  American  Fly  Dressers 

GOLF  CLUBS,  BALLS,  &  CARRIERS 

ILL  GOODS  ARE  GUARANTEED  BEST  WORKMANSHIP  &  FINISH  , 

address  5,  CHURCH  PLACE,  PICCADILLY,  SJ.  4* 


BRISTOL  OOLDEN  CARP  ANGLING 

repast  served  up  by  Host  U.  Crombie.  Mr  R  D  Fr  ! 
6 eMr%  Harveev  ^  °f  ^^^S^Si 

Nash,  C.  Eianklin  (oommittee)    T  R  '  Pruftt  T  P™^'- 

&i  wleH.LtTooveyT  S  fehb-  G^KefC^: 

Sadler,  J.  Lewis,  J.T  Wa^n^E  r' 

tliantheanglSl^ternity  °  ,0yal  8ubject3 

fenrders,^iCanf  '^ToJr^F  "r0,-l^«'8  De" 
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lad  Mr.  R.  D.  Frost  (president)  responded.  The  former, 
i  thanking  Mr.  Ford  for  coupling  his  name  with  the  1  ist 

'  )ast,  f aid  he  felt  proud  to  have  represented  the  largest 

Issociaticn  of  its  kind  in  the  West  of  England  for  so  many 
ears,  and  although  seven  other  associations  had  sprung 
rom  the  mother  society,  they  slill  held  their  old  positicn, 
nd  financially  they  were  A  1,  which  was  due  to  the  grind 
lanagement  of  its  officers  and  committee.    He  would 

■  smind  the  few  friends  present  that  we  were  now  limited 
o  numbers,  and  as  there  were  a  few  vacancies,  he  should 
18  pleased  to  receive  any  tame  for  proposition. 
The  President  then  submitted  "  The  Visitors,"  which 
as  responded  to  by  Messrs.  W.  Hamilton,  W.  Mahony, 
ud  C.  Fitzgerald.  During  the  evening  Mr.  S.  Harvey  (on 
ehalf  of  the  members)  presented  Mr.  Lewis  C.  Wride 
their  secretary)  with  a  very  handsome  hall  clock  bearing  a 
ery  suitable  inscription,  and  also  an  elaborate  spirit  frame, 
emarking  that  their  little  present  had  been  given  as  a  token 

I  f  respect  after  eighteen  years'  services  as  secretary.  Mr. 
Vride,  on  rising  to  thank  those  who  had  so  kindly  cou- 
ributed  to  these  handsome  presents,  said  it  had  come  as  a 
urprise,  nevertheless,  a  very  pleasant  surprise.  It  was 
ow  twenty-three  years  ago  since  he  first  took  to  angling, 
nd  lie  was  pleased  to  say  he  had  made  more  fiiends  since 
han  ev>r  before..  Mr.  J.  A.  White  proposed  the  toast  of 
lie  chairman  and  vice-chairman,  stating  he  should  like  it 
rank  with  musical  honours,  inasmuch  that  they  were  not 
»ly  "  jolly  good  fellows,"  but  a  credit  to  our  association, 
id  without  them  things  would  not  go  on  so  merrily. 
Kher  toasts  followed.  The  remainder  of  the  evening  was 
pent  in  harmony,  contributed  to  by,  amongst  otters: 
lessrs.  F.  Tichbon,  W.  Havill,  H.  Kent,  F.  Burt,  F. 
Vestlbke,  S.  Harvey  (recitation),  L.  C.  Wride,  C. 
ranklin,  J.  Clements,  G.  Wathen,  W.  Mahony  (recita- 

iion)  and  D.  C.  Hamilton  (cello  solo).    Mr.  Sidney 

i  lartlett  was  the  accompanist. 


We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. ] 

QUOTATIONS  AND  THINGS. 
Sir, — In  last  week's  issue  I  read,  "  'Tis  not  in  mortals 
|j  o  command  success,"  said  the  prince  of  bards.  I  may  be 
uite  wrong,  but  my  impression  is  that  we  owe  this 
■assage  to  Addison  in  his  '•  Cato,"  that  most  celebrated — 
listorically — of  all  plays  ever  placed  upon  the  English 
tage,  though  far  from  one  of  the  best.  "  'Tis  not  in 
aortals  to  command  success,  but  we'll  do  more,  Sem- 
.ronious,  we'll  deserve  it."  So  spake  the  great  senator 
o  his  fiiend,  I  am  told,  but  I  may  have  been  misinformed, 
never  read  the  play  in  my  life,  and  probably  never  shall, 
■at  shall  be  thankful  to  some  correspondent  to  kindly 
ettle  the  matter  with  authority. 

.  I  should  also  like  to  explain  that  I  regard  the  pouncing 
pon  a  man  when  he  makes  a  slip  of  this  kind,  and 
hackling  over  it  with  miserable  self-eatisfac  ion,  as  some 
oor  creatures  love  to  do,  with  detestation,  and  am  solely 
lBuenced  in  writing  as  I  do  by  feelings  purely  academic. 
Bind  in  print,  sir,  one  error  makes  many,  and  gives  them  a 
gertain  obstinate  fixity  as  well.    Shakespeare,  I  take  it,  is 
I  leant  by  the  "  prince  of  bards." 

9  But  though  Addison  was  far  from  be iag  a  prince  among 
lards,  or  perhaps  a  bard  at  all,  he  told  a  story  admirably, 
lad  few  things  even  in  the  immortal  Izaak  himself  are 
jietter  than  "  Will  Wimble's  Pike,"  in  the  Spectator ; 

hough,  alas  !  the  tone  of  that  brief  narrative  shows  but 
\oo  clearly  that  our  author  had  as  small  an  opinion  of 
J  nglers  and  their  c  aft  as  tie  great  and  savage  Johnson 
I  imself .  And  with  that  affectation  of  ignorance  intended 
jo  throw  contempt  on  the  pursuits  of  the  despicable— a 
L'reakness  not  unknown  to  cert a:n  wearers  of  the  ermine, 
[;ho  plaintively  ask  what  "scratching  a  horse"  does 
loean  ? — Addison  only  knows  Sir  Roger's  present  when  he 
pes  it  to  be  "  a  huge  fish,"  and  only  learns  when  Sir 

■  toger  reads  the  letter  which  accompanies  it  that  it  is 
Inown  to  simple  men  as  "a  jack,"  the  "  best  I  have 

■  aught  this  season."  And  the  austere  Joseph  at  once  pro- 
I  ounces  poor  Will's  brief  communication  "extraordinary" 
rhen  the  writer  goes  on  to  promise  himself  a  week  among 
Ihe  perch  in  the  Black  River,  to  see  "  how  they  bite,  ' 
Fonveniently  quartering  himself  for  the  tinis  upon  the  good 
I  night  for  that  purpose.  One  wonders  what  Atticus  would 
kit  of  a  modern  enthusiast,  who  liies  to  fish  and  glories  in 
|/I  And  how  many  of  u8  are  there  who  wouli  not  gladly 
Ixchange  a  score  spectators  for  a  brief  account  of  Will  s 
lick  with  the  perch  that  week,  and  what  tackle  he  used, 
Ind  what  bait  did  the  trick,  and  what  failed,  and  what  was 
lien  considered  the  consummate  in  his  ait,  and  what  were 
lis  own  humbler  methods?    And  thus  tha  whirligig  of 

rue  brings  in  its  revenges.  True,  Will  is  versed  in  all  the 
"little  handicrafts  of  an  idle  man;"  can  "make  a  May 
ly  to  a  miracle  " — what  would  one  not  give  for  a  floater 
f  Will's  dressing  !— and  supplies  the  whole  country  with 
ugle  rods.  What  price  one  of-  those  rods  for  the  next 
'ishery  Exhibition  ?  At  dinner  the  sight  of  his  "  jack  " 
it  honest  Will  off  again  to  slay  his  slain  once  more,  and 
fie  philosophical  essayist,  "secretly  touched  with 
omjassion,  listened  with  a  kindly  gravity  while  the 
ah  was  hooked, ."  played  with,"  foiled,  and  at  length 
rawn  out  upon  the  bank.  We,  who  have  no. time  for 
impassion,  merely  note  that  Will  seems  to  have  neither 
aff  nor  net ,  aid  that  "  played  with  "  is  the  blunder  of  a 
Ijportcr  that  does  not  know  his  business.  , 
^)ne  other  thing,  sir,  and  1  am  done.  How,  and  where, 
ad  at  what  Cost— if  at  all — can  a  copy  of  Juliana' Berner's 
iBoke  "  be  procured  ?  And  is  there  any  way  to  get  hold 
f  O'Gcrman's  "  Practice  of  Angling,  &c.  "  now  running 
f  the  F.  O.,  in  book  form  ?    O'Gorman  is  delightful, 


especially  when  he  is  ci  ude.  Is  there  not,  in  contemplating 
the  honest  efforts  of  primitive  art,  some  of  that  joyous 
delight  we  feel  in  beholding  the  tottering  little  steps  of 
childhood  in  its  first  efforts  to  walk,  or  in  listening  to  its 
almost  unintelligible  baby  language,  and  trying  to  interpret 
it. — Yours,  &c  ,  _____  Mona. 

GRAYLING  FALLACIES  (?) 
Dear  Sib,— May  I  be  permitted  to  state  that  what 
knowledge  I  posse:  s  on  the  subject— and  I  have  it  mainly 
from  the  fsh's  own  mouth — coincides  with  "Ronald's" 
theory,  that  a  grayling's  mouth  is  not  so  tei  der  as  it  is 
painted.  In  fact,  it  is  only  a  few  weeks  ago  that  I  drew 
attention  to  the  matter  thus  in  the  Yorkshire  Weekly  Post  : 
"  It  seems  to  be  one  of  the  orthedox  points  in  the  creed  of 
the  average  angling  writer  that  he  must  lay  spec  ill  stress 
up m  the  fact  that  the  mouth  of  a  grayling  is  tender — you 
wcu'd  infer,  excessively  tender — anil  that  most  extra- 
ordinary caie  must  be  observed  in  striking  and  playing  tie 
fish,  or,  you  are  led  to  suppose,  your  game  will  break 
away.  Well,  I  am  not  going  to  deny  that  a  grayling's 
mouth  is  less  tough  than  a  natural  historian's  dog  story,  or 
even  the  article  that  several  butchers,  with  an  utter 
ir.d'ffei euce  to  a  hereafter,  sell  for  beefsteak;  but  I  do 
assert  that  this  tenderness  theory,  like  the  dog  story  and 
the  beefsteak,  is  often  very  considerably  ovei  done.  .  ;  . 
The  man  who  is  in  the  habit  of  catching  trout  on  single 
hair  or  fine-dtawn  gut  need  have  little  fear  of  tearing  the 
hook  out  of  a  grayling's  mouth  with  the  ordinary  pre- 
cautions." 

But  there  is  another  point  of  fact — or  fallacy — which  the 
angling  writer  is  equally  anxious  to  propagate,  i.e.,  that  a 
fresh-caught  grayling  has  a  scent  resembling  that  of  thyme. 
I  wonder  how  many  of  those  same  writers  would  have 
found  that  out,  had  they  had  but  the  evidence  of  their  own 
nostrils  to  guide  them  !  not  many,  I  warrant.  Even  dear 
old  Izaak,  prone  as  he  often  was  to  place  too  much  reliance 
upon  the  testimony  of  others,  did  not  care  to  commit 
himself  to  an  absolute  assertion  but  contented  himself 
with  modestly,  but  cautiously,  writing,  "and  some  think 
that  he  feeds  on  water-thyme,  and  smells  of  it  at  his  first 
taking  out  of  the  water,  &c."  Fitzgibbon  was  of  opinion 
that  "it  faintly  smells  of  cucumber."  According  to 
Houghton,  "  Willougbby  thinks  that  more  modern  writers 
are  simply  following  in  the  wake  of  the  ancients  ;  he  saj  s 
Salvianus  could  detect  no  thyme  flavour  about  the  grayling, 
but  thinks  the  grayling  has  a  sweeter  odour  about  it  tlan 
fish  in  general.  Pennant  speaks  of  the  '  imaginery  scent' 
like  thyme,  but  he  never  could  perceive  any  particular 
smell  about  the  grayling.  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell 
thinks  that  the  odour  rather  resembles  that  of  a 
cucumber," — Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell  seems  to  have 
adopted  Fitzgibbons  ot  inions  on  the  grayling  wholesale  — 
"  than  of  thyme.  Mr.  Fraacis  Francis  writes,  'he  has  a 
peculiar  and  str.ng  fragrance  when  handled,  which  is  said 
to  be  like  thyme,  and  is  so  to  some  little  extent.'  "  While 
Hoaghton  places  himself,  a'ong  with  Manley,  among  those 
"  ncse-ologists  "  who  fail  to  detect  the  thjmy  fragrance. 
All  this  contradictory  evidence  clearly  proves  that  if  the 
thymy  scent  is  not  an  absolute  myth,  it  is  at  any  rate  all 
but  imperceptible  to  the  keenest  noses,  and  therefore  not 
one  of  the  chi(f  characteristics  of  the  grayling  as  the 
average  writer  who  writes  what  he  reads,  and  not  what  he 
himself  observes,  would  have  us  believe.  For  my  own 
part,  I  have  time  and  again,  like  that  veteran  sportsman, 
George  Rooper,  ."  smelt  with  the  nose  of  faith,"  and  been 
able  to  detect  nothing  beyond  the  ordinary  fresh  water 
fishy  smell.  I  am  an  out  and  out  sceptic  on  the  question 
of  a  grayling  having  a  fragrant  thymy  smell  immediately 
upon  being  taken  from  the  water ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
when  a  man  comes  along  and  tells  me  that  he  has  noticed 
a  distinct  "  boquet  "  hovering  about  a  grayling  that  lie 
has  caught  three  weeks  before  and  kept  ever  since  in  a 
warm  cupboard,  then  I'm  with  him  entirely. —  Yours  very 
sincerely,    W.  GARTBB  Platts. 

MIDLAND  ANGLERS  RE  SEVERN  FISHERY 
BOARD. 

Sir, — The  Severn  Fishery  Boird  held  their  quarterly 
meeting  in  Birmingham  on  Thursdiy  last,  Jan.  28,  when 
the  important  matter  dealing  with  the  question  of  fishing 
without  a  licence  for  coarse  fsh  was  discussed  at  some 
length;  but  nothing  definite  was  arrived  at,  and  the 
position  of  the  board  and  the  anglers  remain  just  in  the 
same  position.  One  important  point  was  mentioned,  and 
that  was  that  the  board  had  decided  not  to  go  to  the  Court 
of  Queen's  Bench  to  prosecute  the  Birmingham  anglers 
for  fishing  without  a  licence  on  the  occasion  of  the  late 
Tewkesbury  contest.  This  is  no  more  than  I  have 
expected,  they  no  doubt  knowing  that  they  cannot,  under 
the  existing  circumstances,  charge  or  issue  licences  for  the 
taking  of  lish  with  a  rod  and  line  other  than  salmon, 
trout,  and  char.  The  chairman  told  the  meeting  that 
they  had  let  the  matter  drop  for  the  present,  but 
they  would  be  on  the  look  out  for  someone  fishing, 
without  a  licence  and  take  the  case  to  a  higher 
court,  and  so  settle  thia  vexed  question.  This  seems  very 
strange,  as  they  have  fourteen  cases  already  to  go 'on  with. 
Is  it  that  they  are  frightened  at  our  association  ?  On  the 
face  of  this  it  seems  like  it.  Mr.  Coles,  the  president  of 
the  association,  who  is  a  member  of  the  board,  pointed  out 
that  the  board  could  have  half  a  dozen  caseB  as  sooo  as 
possible  in  order  that  the  question  could  bo  settled,  an  1  I 
am  in  a  position  to  say  that  the  Midland  anglers  will  be 
ready  and  willing  to  find  the  money  to.  defend  the  case, 
and  untiLsuch  time  I  hit  the  question  is  decided  the  anglers 
in  the  Midlands  will  refuse  to  take  out  the  shilling  licences. 
There  is  one  mistake  that  the  chnirman  of  the  hoard 
n  akes,  and  that  is  this,  he  lielieves  that  every  angler  who 
takes  out  the  shilling  licence  tikes  it  out  for  trout  fishing. 
This  is  a  1  ig  mistake,  as  up  to  the  present  the  licences 
have  been  taken  out  for  coarse  fishing,  the  anglers  being 
led  to  under»tand  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  this,  but  the 


late  prosecution  go;s  to  show  that  such  is  not  the  case, 
and  until  the  board  prove  that  a  licence  is  required, 
the  anglers  will  refuse  in  a  body  to  take  out  these 
licences,  and  they  will  remain  (n  the  clerk's  hfnds 
as  so  much  waste  r/ajrer.  The  income  on  the  sale  of  these 
licences  last  year  amounted  to  near  upon  £560,  lut  there 
was  a  falling  off  in  the  sale  of  these  licences  last  year,  and  I 
predict  that  there  will  still  be  a  much  greater  "falling  off 
this  year  unless  something  is  done  whereby  the  claims  of 
the  coarse  nshern  en  receive  more  consideiat:on.  It  has 
been  said  at  the  beard  meetings  that  the  coarse  fish  should 
not  be  tiken  into  account,  and  that  it  would  be  a  gocd 
tluug  if  they  were  taken  outef  the  river.  If  this  were 
done  the  board  would  soon  see  themselves  placed  in  a 
peculiar  position,  and  the  existence  of  the  board  would  be 
of  a  very  limited  duration.  What  the  board  are  trying  to 
do  is  to  make  the  Severn  a  salmon  and  trout  river.  Thia 
is  what  they  will  never  accomplish,  and  if  they  give  up 
this  idea  and  look  more  to  the  interests  of  the  common 
anglers,  they  will  find  their  income  considerably  increased. 
The  Midland  anglers  are  not  opposed  to  the  payment  of  a 
shilling  or  two  shillings  for  a  licence  providing  they  get 
something  in  return,  but  up  to  the  present  their 
claims  have  been  ignored.  Coarss  fish  have  been 
allowed  to  be  taken  during  the  close  season  in  large 
quantities,  and  tothinghas  been  done  to  prevent  it,  in  fact 
it  has  been  countenanced  by  the  board,  and  special  permits 
have  been  issued  by  them,  and  as  a  result  a  groat  depletion 
of  coarse  fish  has  been  going  on  for  years.  We  have  only 
two  representatives  on  the  Beard  who  advocate  the  rights 
of  the  coarse  fisherman,  but  we  are  asking  the  Worcester- 
shire County  Council  to  allow  us  to  have  this  number 
increassd  to  five.  No  reply  has  yet  been  received.  Mr. 
J.  W.  Willis  Bund  is  the  chairman  of  the  council  referred 
to,  and  is  also  the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board, 
this  gentleman  may  not  sanction  the  increased  represen- 
tation for  certain  reasons,  but  we  lave  as  a  last  resource 
the  Board  of  Trade  to  fa'l  lack  upon.  And  we  are 
determined  to  do  what  can  be  done  to  obtain  our 
considerations.  Nothing  lias  been  practically  done  by  the 
Board  for  the  common  anglers,  and  it  will  be  a  question 
whether  the  coarse  fishermen  will  in  the  near  future 
approach  the  Board  of  Trade  with  the  view  of  forming  a 
separate  Board  to  lc  ok  aStir  their  interests. — Yours  truly, 
C.  White  (sec.  Birmingham  Angling  Association), 
42,  Tenby-street  North,  Birminghim. 

CONTRADICTIONS. 

Sir, — I  was  reading  a  work  on  angling  the  other  day, 
and  I  was  particularly  struck  with  the  following  remaiki 
on  barbel :  "  Though  they  will  to1,  it  is  supposed,  seize  on 
live  fish  or  other  ar-ima's,  they  aae  considered  greedily 
carnivorous,  dead  carcases  of  all  soits  being  devoured  by 
them."  That  is  to  say,  dogs,  cats,  rats,  frogs,  dead  lish, 
a  calf,  or  a  sheep  drowned  in  a  summer  flood.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  author  of  these  remarks  had  read 
Walton,  for  he  says  :  "No  sporting  writer  is  so  generally 
known  as  Izaak  Walton,  and  his  '  Cempleat  Angler  '  has 
earned  for  him  an  immortality  which  will  las',  until  the  art 
of  printing  our  'aiguage  shall  be  forgotten,"  and  yet  we 
know  what  Walton  says  about  barbel  being  "curious  for 
his  baits  that  they  be  clean  and  sweet." 

1  think  I  may  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
no  one  ever  yet  saw  barbel  "devouring  dead  carcases  of 
all  sorts, "  seeirg  that  nature  has  not  given  thorn  teeth  for 
that  purpose. 

With  respect  to  barbel  not  eei/.ing  a  live  bait,  another 
well  known  author  and  practical  angler  says:  "  In  early 
spring,  just  after  spawning,  barbel  will  frequently  run  at 
a  spinning  bait,  and  sometimes  a  live  ba  t,  and  often  cause 
grievous  disappointment  to  the  patient  fishers  for  Thames 
trout."  And  it  is  impossible  to  siy  the  number  of  s  nail 
fry  even  barbel  destroy  in  a  singlo  season. 

I  have  met  several  anglers  who  do  not  believe  it  possible 
to  keep  a  bait  in  front  of  the  float  and  tackle,  no  matter 
what  method  the  angler  adopts  to  attain  his  obje>  t.  In 
moderately  fast  streams  especially,  it  cm  be  done  if  a 
a  properly  shotted  tackle  be  used.  In  spite  of  the  skill 
with  which  this  can  be  dons,  a  celebrated  angler  and 
author,  writing  on  this  subject,  siys:  "The  float  is  so 
checked  that  the  bait,  instead  of  dragging  somewhat 
behind  it,  acquires  precisely  the  reveree  position,  bending 
just  as  much  in  front  of  the  float  as  1  have  shown  iv 
behind.  Now,  I  do  not  hesitato  to  say  that  this  is  simply 
impossible,  for  no  bait  and  float  could  continue  to  tiav.  1 
oa."  But  if  the  reel  atd  line  bo  properly  manipulated, 
the  bait  and  float  does  travel  on,  and  that  with  the  bait 
well  in  fioat  of  the  float ;  and  if  this  were  not  the  (aa°, 
how  could  an  angler  possibly  strike,  say,  a  dace  l.oyds. 
from  his  rod  top  ? 

He  further  says:  "  It  would  le  impossible  to  keep  up 
such  a  constant  iLetyof  tension,  and  giving  off  line  as 
should  keep  the  bait  to  the  bottom,  and  yet  before  the  line 
and  float.  " 

"  As  t  o  the  bait  curving  down  stream  and  drifting  along 
the  bottom  before  the  float,  it.  is  easier  to  imagine  than  to 
practice  it,  I  feel  sure."  Taking  into  consideration  that 
the  stream  at  (he  aurface  rone  at  a  much  more  rapid  ratn 
tlian  it  does  at  the  bottom,  I  am  Bure  that  it  can  easily 
be' a  c implished  with  a  properly  weighted  tickle  to  suit 
the  stream. 

"  Float  fishing  in  the  Nottingham  stylo  has  this  disadvan- 
tage, that  the  angler  can  usually  only  fish  near,  and  cot 
in,  the  baited  holo."  Per  contra,  "  The  hole  to  Ihi  fished 
may  be  80ft.  diopand  90ft]  from  the  shore,  and  (lie  iod 
hut"  lit',,  long,  yet  by  the  aid  of  the  slider  it,  em  easily  be 
Ashed,"  and  so  on  and  so  foith.— 1  am,  Ac,  ().  I'. 


THAMES  FLOODS. 
Sin, —  It  is  my  intention  to  show  my  rende  s  th'  utter 
iiHclesnusB  of  dredging  as  a  means  CO  rid  the  Thames 
Valley  of  floods.    The  other  week,  when  the  river  was  6ft. 
above  summer  level,  I  dropped  down  stream  to  measure 
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depths  of  wator  in  certain  plucos,  with  a  view  to  enlighten 
the  poopio  hereabouts  as  to  the  fallaov  of  their  dredging 
mama.    It  wag  duly  published  in  a  local  paper,  and  it 
stands  unchallenged  here.    In  the  Datchot  reaoh  the 
average  depth  would  have  been  about  18ft.,  yet  to  the 
weir  we  find  an  oxctsi  of  tumbling  bay  arrangement,  and 
the  depth  of  water  going  over  them  was  only  5ft.  2!n.,and, 
on  the  side  of  the  sluices,  !>ft.  2in.  ;  that  means  that  the 
18ft.  of  water  in  the  Datchot  reach  when  it  gets  to  the 
weir  has  to  converge  for  the  most  part  into  6ft.  2in.  I 
gauged  the  depth  below  tho  weir,  the  very  shallowest  spot, 
and  that  represented  8ft.,  or  3ft.  more  wator  than  was 
going  over  the  tumbling  bay  at  the  bottom  of  tho  old 
river.    There  was  a  fall  of  between  3ft.  and  1ft.  iuto  the 
old  river.    There  must  be  a  splendid  gradient  tho  whole 
way  down  the  old  rivor,  or  there  would  not  be  the  stream. 
I  was  down  there  the  other  day,  and  the  slackest  place  I 
found  was  whoro  dredging  had  been  going  on.    I  have 
mclo  :ed  a  sketch  of  weir.  You  will  see  tho  old  river  is 
going  four  miles  an  hour,  and  tho  Datchet  wator  one  and 
a  half.    I  may  say,  1  ran  70yds.  of  line  out.    In  the  old 
river  it  took  Mlsco. ;  Datchot  side,  lmin.  40aeo.    And  if 
they  dredge  below  a  certain  gradient,  it  simply  loaves  a 
hole.— Yours,  &o.,  ____  G.  Lumsdkn. 

THE  CLOSE  SKASON. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  tell  me 
whi  n  the  close  season  is  for  the  following  fish  on  any  of 
the  waters  adjacent  to  London,  particularly  as  regards  the 
Thames  :  Pike,  porch,  roach,  barbel,  bream,  dace,  chub, 
trout,  grayling,  gudgeon,  carp,  tench,  and  rudd  ?  and 

,  If?,     ,  ours  tr"ly;  E-  H-  Grekswell. 

I  The  close  season  in  the  Thames  for  all  fish  except  trout 
is  March  15  to  June  15 ;  for  trout,  Sept.  11  to  March  81. 
In  the  Lea,  for  pike  and  perch,  March  15  to  Aug.  1  •  for 
grayling,  pope,  gudgeon,  dace,  crayfish,  bleak,  'and 
minnows,  March  31  to  June  15;  for  other  coarse  fish, 
from  April  1  to  Juno  30  ;  trout,  fromJSept.  29  to  April  30.] 

HAVE  FISH  A  MEMORY  ? 

Sir,— If  fish  have  not  a  memory,  they  certainly  must 
have  some  other  power  which  answers  just  as  well ;  I  have 
in  the  back  of  my  .shop  a  large  aquarium  containing  perch 
about  a  dozen  or  so,  from  2oz.  to  4oz.  weight  each.  This 
aquarium  is  passed  by  different  people  in  my  employ,  over 
a  hundred  times  a  day  and  the  fish  take  no  notice  whatever, 
but  on  .Saturdays  winch  is  their  feeding  day,  directly  I  go 
near  the  aquarium  they  all  come  to  the  glass  and  follow 
me  about  wherever  I  go  and  it  is  particularly  noticed  that 
this  only  happens  on  a  Saturday,  if  this  is  not  memory 
what  is  it  P  William  Hearder. 

Plymouth. 

A  PLEA  FOR  THE  MEDWAY. 
Dear  Sir,— Many  thanks  to  Mr.  Wade  for  his  reply  in 
your  last  issue  I  do  not  think,  considering  that  the 
Maidstone  Angling  Society  is  not  a  club  for  stocking  and 
preserving  only,  that  they  have  done  so  bad  with  the 
means  at  their  command.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
they  cannot  charge  for  fishing,  as  the  Tonbridge  Society 
do,  therefore  what  they  spend  is  all  out  of  their  sub- 
senphons.  I  consider  the  stretch  of  water  from  Bam- 
bridge  s  to  Maidstone  the  best  part  of  the  River  Medway 
and  it  is  a  long  stretch  of  water  for  one  club  to  look  after! 
Consequently  it  is  only  by  donations  from  London  clubs 
that  any  re-stocking  can  be  done.  Would  Mr.  Skinner 
kindly  lay  his  views  on  the  matter,  on  behalf  of  his  society 
before  your  readers  in  your  next,  so  that  we  may  be 
enabled  to  do  something  to  re-stock  this  beautiful  river  ? 
—  lours  truly,  J.  Dryden, 

Secretary  Greenwich  Angling  Society. 


n  c  FISHING  NEAR  CARDIGAN. 
„,w?  f^.-yeuldanyof  your  correspondents  inform  me 
what  sort  ot  fishing  there  is  to  be  obtained  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Cardigan  (town)  also  whether  there  are 
peaty  of  private  lodgings  to  be  obtained  in  the  town  p— 
lours  faithfully,  B  w 

Llandough.  * 

!  JJIi?16  U  STn  tli?ufc  fishing  on  the  Teivy  ™hich  runs 
^ttSU^tC^dTn'  bufc  we  know  notW  about T 
and  shou  d  be  glad  rf  some  angler  who  does  will  answer 
Ji.  W.   in  our  columns.— Ed.] 

.  LANDRAILS 

biR— there  is  nothing  uncommon  in  the  occurrence 
mentioned  m  last  week  s  Fishing  Gazette  by  ''  Ledge? 
Lead,  landrails  have  been  seen  in  England  in  all  months 
months'.ear  a'ld  "e  freqUe"tly  reF°rt^  du"Dg  the  winSr 

In  this  part  of  the  West  Riding  these  birds  have 

andrmfnknthr  UaSlyHdU-riDg  '\  ^^dozefyearsor  - 
and  1  think  this  can  be  in  a  great  measure  accounted  for 

by  he  universal  adoption  of  reaping  machines  for  the  hay 

harvest.    I  can  remember  when  a  boy  getting  many  nests 

of  eggs  ot  the  landrail,  and  sometimes  captLS^e  0ld 

birds,  and  less  frequently  young  ones.    This  was  when  the 

grass  was  cut  with  scythes,  the  birds  could  steal  off  thei? 

nests  upon  the  approach  of  the  mower  and  get  s,fely  away 

Nowadays  the  long  knife  of  the  reaper  steals  upon  them 

unawares  and  numbers  of  landrails,  pirtridge?and  even 

pheisants  are  decamtated  and  mutilated  by  thfc'ruel  knife 

„„*ZthV°TPTii0n  farm  here'  sevc«l  crops  of  long 
grass  are  obtained  every  season,  this  grass  is  cut  in  the  old 

"^.^  "?d  nests  °f  landrailslre  frequently  found 
Harrogate  Captured'  but  h«dly  ever  kUled.-YoursX, 
8   L'  .  _  Brown  Owl. 

AMALGAMATION. 

;n  fif'^  I48  Te^y  pleased  to  read  avery  sensible  letter 
in  the  Ftsh.ng  Gazette  of  Saturday's  date  re  the  above 
and  I  must  add  my  vote  in  favour  of  that  idea  TWe  is 
not  the  least  doubt  that  one  big  association  Is  better  than 


two  smaller  ones,  and  now  tho  agitation  has  boen  started 
it  only_  remains  to  be  seen  what  the  officials  of  both 
associations  have  to  say.  For  my  own  part  I  say,  "One 
association,"  and  a  very  good  name  for  it  would  be  the 
"Amalgamated  Association  of  Anglers."  Hoping  that 
the  lust  has  not  been  heard  of  the  movement — I  remain, 
yours,  &c.,  Well  Wisher. 

Sir, — The  topic  of  the  day  is  unity.  Far  and  near,  and 
all  I  have  come  in  contact  with,  appreciates  it.  I  6ugge3t 
that  our  leading  journal  (F.  (I.)  will  intervene,  if  others 
do  not,  and  send  printed  forms,  with  spaces  to  sign  : 
"Do  you  approve  of  unity  and  amalgamation  or  not  P  " 
And  we  could  hold  a  monster  meeting  and  thrash  it  6ut. — 
Yours,  (Src,   Ben  Abrahams. 

TIIE  "BIG  PIKE"  LIST. 

Sir,— The  reason  of  my  desiring  communication  by 
•letter,  instead  of  tho  particulars  appearing  in  the  cor- 
respondence columns  of  the  F.  G.,  was  the  feir  of  my 
being  accused  of  monopolising  too  much  space. 

I  foretold  the  day  when,  well  on  the  way  to  completion, 
my  list  would  summarily  be  put  an  end  to  by  the  editor's 
OOwp  de  grace,  "  this  correspondence  must  now  cease." 

I  was  pleased  to  see  Mr.  Sutton's  letter  this  week 
giving  as  his  opinion  that  the  list  is  likely  to  prove  of 
general  interest  to  the  fraternity. 

My  only  reason  for  dissappr'oving  of  201b.  fish  being 
recorded  is  that,  thanks  to  the  ready  response  my  first 
letter  met  with,  I  have  now  a  list  which,  if  every  20- pounder 
were  mentioned,  I  am  afraid  a  "big  pike"  supplement 
would  be  necessary.— Yours,  Inverurie. 

Dear  Sir,— I  feel  much  obliged  to  "  Ledger  Lead  "  for 
having  so  goodnaturedly  pointed  out  to  me  a  slip  of  my 
pen  (induced  by  extreme  haste  to  catch  the  mail)  in  a  few 
remarks  I  recently  made  as  to  some  large  pike  taken  in  the 
district.  I  referred  to  them  as  "five  pike,  aggregating 
}l?lh'''r  giTillg  the  weiShts  of  three  as  171b.,  151b.,  and 
121b.  It  should  have  been  six  pike,  not  five.  The  odd 
701b.  was  made  up  by  three  fish,  exhibited  (fresh)  at  a 
naturalists  on  Cattle  Market-hill,  Norwich,  but  the 
individual  weights  were  not  announced  ;  but  I  was  assured, 
on  what  I  have  reason  to  believe  was  excellent  authority 
that  the  leash  "  weighed  701b.  It  was  because  I  had  no 
certainty  as  to  their  separate  weights  that  I  only  mentioned 
the  weights  of  those  to  whom  ' '  Ledger  Lead ' '  humorously 
refers  as  "tiddlers."  Being  in  a  considerable  hurry  for 
my  train  home,  I  was  unable  to  interview  the  naturalist. 
When  I  saw  them  they  had  been  gutted  and  the  eyes 
removed,  but  they  looked  grand  fish  for  all  that,  and  I 
oii0^  t. coiyecfcure>  ran  approximately  261b.,  231b.,  and 
211b  hardly  Large  enough,  however,  to  merit  a  place  in 
Lord  Inverurie's  list  of  leviathans.— Yours,  <xc, 

 ,  C.'h.  Taylor". 


Dear  Sir,— A  slight  mistake  in  weight  of  pike  that 
contained  the  leveret.  I  should  have  written  19ilb.,  not 
1/iib.  1  see  parties  are  at  the  present  time  sending  you 
weights  of  pike,  I  beg  to  supply  you  two:  One,  211b 
caught  at  Barratt's  Pool,  Moira,  with  live  Trait,  December! 
1895;  one,  19|lb.,  caught  at  Arbury,  near  Nuneaton 
December,  1896,  with  live  brit.— Yours  truly, 

.  .  J.  T.  Smith. 

Dear  Sir,— Having  been  a  past  correspondent  of  the 
i,"  ,h  nd  feei°g /everal  letters  on  the  above  subject,  I 
should  like  to  add  that  two  fine  specimens  of  large  pike  are 
to  be  seen  at  the  rooms  of  the  Portsmouth  Waltonian 
Angling  Society,  Golden  Fleece,  Commercial-road. 
V,JmT  £s.h  feign  281b  and  2141b.,  and  were  captured 
Z  tn^1^  Md,  Butler>  with  sP°on  bait,  on 
<Wf  1 1  vm  *  PSnK?n  the  6£fcate  of  Lord  Henry 
fccott,  at  Beaulieu,  m  the  New  Forest.— Yours  truly 
bunnyside,  Graham-road,  Southsea.    E.  J.  Fielder. 

Sir,— Before  Lord  Inverurie  closes  his  list  of  big  pike 
may  I  suggest  to  his  lordship,  and  to  your  many  readers' 
record^  my  °Plm°n  18  aD  6aSy  Way  °f  beating  a11  the 
•?jherS1is,a  kke  in  W?stmeath,  a  mile  or  so  from  Bally- 
wiUan  Station  (Midland  Great  Western  of  Ireland),  extent 
3  by  /  mi  es,  called  Lough  Sheelin,  very  little  known  or 
talked  of  in  England,  where  twelve  years  ago  th°  finest 

in  the  MavgF  vatC0Uld  T6,  bad  ™*7h<>™  was  obtainable 
no  to  y&  lL  llS°n-  1  haV6  myS6lf  Caught  maQy  ^out 
up  to  5Jlb.,  and  they  were  not  extraordinary,  for  I  have 

T-V^rthfish  of  71b.  ,81b.,  and  even  91b.' 
all  killed  with  the  May  Fly.  But,  alas  !  others  know  as 
well  as  I  do  that,  though  the  trout  fishing  still  continue" 
the  fly  commg  upon  the  beautiful  lake  rhf  same  as  ever  t 
gone  by?nger        *  *  ^  t0  be  b  those  glorious  days 

a  T^JaSt  t?*}  Vi8ited  Lough  Sheelin-  in  company  with 
a  London  friend,  we  caught  very  few  trout  hnt  in 
simply  trailing  between  thf  drifts  we  got  eighty  X  n 
one  week.    My  impression  then  was  that  I  had  discovered 

fisl  i,rryIs0a,irai0'1  f°r,the  falling  °ff  ot  the  Tout 
nsning     As  the  above  pike  were  all  small  Iwiffc  fi,„ 

fZtT  °f  °"e  fi!h'  1U\>>  1  asked  our  LienTAlf  id 
Jardine  on  my  return  what  he  thought  of  it  He 

wdfer^ll  tbe^r  ^  the  blf  Pike  (which  must  ex 
where  all  these  small  CU3S  were  would  never  run  at  our 
small  spinning  baits,  trailed,  as  they  were   from  a  fZ 
lTZSah°^  ^d  th^-e  way  to  catch  the  big  ones  would 

lhat  the  big  pike  are  to  be  had  in  Lough  Sheelin  there 
is  no  doubt,  and  it  is  equally  true  that  they  are  no?  fished 
for  properly  because  of  the  trouble  of  getting  life  baits 
master  h,UntA81Ven  11  go°d  8»PPly  of  live  bfits,  and  such  a 
tT  ^  aS  °?r  rrlend  and  ct»mpion,  Alfred  Jardine 
to  gmde  the  rod,  I  am  positive  we  should  hear  of  his 


beating  his  own-famous  reoord,  and  making  "the  lizgest 
pike  list  of  all."  •  • 

Any  friend  visiting  Lough  Sheelin  will  be  safe  in  tks 
hands  of  my  old  fisherman,  John  Mahon,  of  Fiaoa,  v 
lives  on  tlie  side  of  the  lake,  and  can  provide  good  be 
and  every  attention. — Yours,  &e.<, 

____    James  Callagha? 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  to  be  seen  in  the  museum  of. 
Victoria  Institute,  at  Worcester,  a  fine  specimen  pike.' 
was  caught  by  a  Mr.  Essington  in  a  pool  at  Spring  Grow 
in  this  county,  in  the  month  of  March,  1850,  and  weighe 
321b.  ;  length,  4ft. ;  girth,  22in.— Yours  faithfully, 

Worcester,  Feb.  6.  •    -  Louis  F.  Higqs.  * 

-  BLACK  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir,— The  article  in  last  week's  F.G.  under  the 
above  heading  brings  to  my  mind  a  series  of  rough  and 
ready  post-mortem  examinations  I  made  some  fourtean 
or  fifteen  years  ago,  on  trout  taken  in  one  of  the* 
tributaries  of  the  Lune. 

The  stream  is  practically  free  from  pollution,  andfc 
consists  for  the  lower  three  or  four  miles  of  a  series  or, 
well  shaded,  rocky  pools,  and  clean,  gravelly  shallows. 
t  requently  in  the  course  of  a  day's  fishing,-  with  either  ft*, 
or  worm  a  few  very  lean,  dark-coloured  trout  were  taken*' 
and  in  almost  every  instance,  on  opening  these  the  large 
bloodvessel  running  along  the  lower  surface  of  the  vertebras' 
was  found  to  contain  greater  or  smaller  numbers  of  tran|% 
parent  worm-like  parasites,  varjing  in  length  from  4in.  t<T 
14m.,  and  of  ab:ut  the  thickness  of  "Gossamer"  tyine 
sdk.  - '  *; 

I  am  not  naturalist  enough  t)  give  any  opinion  as  to  the 
nature  of  these  "worms,"  and  I  regret  that  I  did  not' 
preserve  any  for  examination  by  some  expert,  but  I  am  ' 
perfectly  certain  that  they  were  in  tome  degree  the  ciuse- 
ot  the  poor  condition  of  those  fish,  which  certainly  did  not 
appear  to  be  afflicted  in  the  slightest  degree  with  blindness,, 
judging  by  the  way  they  took  the  fly  or  worm. 

Possibly  some  of  our  scientific  friends  may  be  able  to-', 
clear  this  matter  up.— Yours  faithfully,  J,  J. 

MALBY  TESTIMONIAL. 
t  ?EAi^  .S'R'~As  a  subscriber  tj  the  Malby  Testimonial 
1  should  like  to  know  what  is  being  done  by  the  commit -^e 
appointed  to  get  up  this  testimonial,  in  recognition  of  the 
valuable  services  iendered  by  Mr.  Malby.  It  appears  to 
me  there  is  neglect  somewhere,  as  I  "have  seen  nothii.g 
definite  published.  Trusting  this  will  meet  the  eyes  of 
the  committee.— Yours,  &c,  H  Edwards 


"CHAMPIONSHIP"  CASTING. 
Sir— I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  inclosed 
challenge  from  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  which  appeared  in  the- 
Sporting  Life  of  Jan.  20,  and  to  my  reply,  which  appeared 
on  r  eo.  o. 

I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  yon  would  insert  two" 
communications  in  the  F.  G.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
—1  am,  &c,  i  -  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

A  Challenge  to  the  Woeld. 
a  iMr-  I'       ^ardy,  of  the  firm  of  Hardy  Brothers, 
Alnwick,  Northumberland,  holder  of  world's  fly  casting 
records,  interviewed  by  our   reprerentative  yesterday 
(luesday),  stated  that  he  was  prepared  to  cast  the  fly 
against  any  comer  (amateur),  for  a  silver  cup  or  a  prize 
(which  must  represent  the  "  Fly  Casting  Championship  of 
England   )  with  any  make  of  rod  (Grant's  "  Vibration  "  • 
not  objected  to),  10ft.  trout  to  double-handed  salmon  rod 
on  watsr  or  grass.     Mr.  .T.  Euright  or  Mr.  Edgar  S. 
bhrubsole  preferred. 

Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  and  J.  J.  Haedy. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  "  SPORTING  LIFE." 

S/Ri~I^Pu0niJny/e,turn  from  an  extended  journey  con-  $ 
nected  with  the  fishing  and  shooting  expedition  to  tho 
Faroe  Isles  and  Iceland  this  year,  I  finl  in  my  file  of  jour 
paper  a     Challenge  to  the  World,"  through  your  renre-* 
sentative   from  Mr.  John  James  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  J 
JNorthumberland,  in  the  issue  bearing  date  Jan.  20  and 
my  name  is  one  of  two  specially  emphasis :d.  -I  leive  Mr.  J 
innght  to  look  after  his  6wn  interests,  which,  by  the  bye, 
he  is  quite  capable  of  doing. 

I  am  prepared  to  meet  Mr.  Hardy,  but  as  I  am  the  present! 
holder  of  the  English  record  with  single-handed  tro«3 
rods— and  I  presume  that  is  what  Mr.  HarJv  principally 
wants  to  meet  me  for  combating-I  claim  the 'privilege  of 

stfvTnSSr^ at  the  WeIsh  h«b.  at  Hend-.l 

But  so  that  Mr.  Hardy  shall  hive  r.o  cause  to  say  that] 
hi.  cl allonge  has  not  been   taken  up  in  a  thorougl.Iv 
^oftjmanhke  manner.     I  now  offer  to  cast  against  him 
Yk6-u"  l  m"  iUHl  10ft-  gre.-nheart  rods  of  London 
make,  and  bu.lt  cano  r«xls  of  London  make-aye,  and  with  ' 
cas  ng  hues  ot  London  make  ;  he  to  use  groei.hea.  t  rods,  4 
built  cane  rods,  and  casting  lines  of  any  mal<e,  his  own  a-nl  , 
Yankee  manufacture  included. 

1  should  certainly  like  to  se3  a  oompetent  judge  at  tb«fl 

™  y-fW    °f  sfd  I'  a,,dIam  8Ure  M>--  Hardy  wouldl 

agiee  with  the  nomination  of  either  Mr.  I!,  li.  Marston 

,  °i,.the        ''"  1  tte)  or  Mr.  Win  Seniorl 

(Angling  Rd.tor  of  the  Fir!,,).    Yon,  Sir,  ould  appoinla  ^ 

the  vnCr°v  fii'f'0^'  1  Tlh  to  emphatically  assert-.ud  this  is  J 

the  wr>  lirst  lone   I   |1:,ve  „,,,(,.„  to  „„, 

tins  question-     utterly  deny  any   so-caficd  right  Mr. 
ofT^wfTr.6.8  m  ha?  {w  i:10",tti»""g  himself  "  ChampTdil 
tL  dn,M  *  ^         J0h'.1  Knri*U>  °f  Castlo  .onnell,  hold,  I 
is  heM  bl    v"ded  !EeC0,'d8'  1UMl  "i"  si"Kl<-l>a»ded  record  ] 

Darenth  House,  4S)7,Wandsworth-r6ad,  J 
London,  S.W.,  Feb.  Av 
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IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 
Offers  of   exhibits    to  the  Yachting  and 
Fisheries  Exhibition   are    coming    in   to  the 
Imperial  Institute,  and  in  regard  to  the  yachting 
section  the  gallery  is  filling  up  fast.  A  suggestion 
made  by  one  of  the  committee  is  being  carried 
out  which  will,  it  is  thought,  add  to  the  attrac- 
tiveness of  this  gallery.    Every  racing  member  of 
a  yacht  club  is  asked  to  send,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  Sir  Alfred  Jephson  his  racing  flag.  These 
flao-s  will  be  mounted  and  hung  round  the 
o-aflery,  something    after   the  fashion  of  the 
banners  of  the  Knights  of  the  Garter  at  Windsor. 
As  each  flag  is  different  the  effect  will  be  marked. 
A  very  large  number  of  cups  are  now  definitely 
promised,  and  no  doubt  many  of  them  will  le 
found  to  be  worth  studying  as  specimens  of  the 
silversmith's  art.    Models  of  fifty  or  sixty  years 
ago  are  far  more  difficult  to  obtain,  but  whether 
cups  or  models  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  owners  of 
individual  specimens  will  at  once  place  them  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Institute  authorities. 

The  north  gallery  of  the  Institute  is  set  apart 
for  the  fisheries,  and  now  awaits  the  result  of  the 
work  of  the  committees  of  the  various  great 
fishing  centres.  As  soon  as  the  extent  of  the 
requirements  of  space  for  these  representative 
fishino-  towns  is  known,  the  committee  will  be  m 
a  position  to  fill  up  with  trade  exhibits,  reserving 
plenty  of  space  for  inland  fisheries. 

Coast  illumination  will  be  well  represented  and 
H  R  H  the  Duke  of  York,  who  is  Master  of  the 
Trinity  House,  is  anxious  to  have  reproduced,  in 
relief  if  possible,  a  model  of  the  British  Islands 
showing  by  small  electric  lights  each  lighthouse 
in  its  position.  This  to  be  effective  would  have 
to  be  shown  in  a  dark  room  as  was  the  Suez 
Canal  in  the  P.  and  O.  Pavilion  at  the  Naval 
Exhibition,  18K1.  , 
We  hear  also  that  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out 
Mr  R  B.  Marston's  suggestion  to  construct  a 
large  model  of  the  Valley  of  the  Thames,  showing 
the  favourite  haunts  of  fishermen  besides  the 
inns,  churches,  ferries,  towns,  docks,  locks  &c. 
If  carried  out  it  will  be  on  a  large  scale,  and  be 
exhibited  in  the  inland  fishery  section. 


—  m  — 
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CHAIRMAN  :  H.R.H.  the  DUKE  of  YORK. 

We  advise  all  who  wish  to  exhibit  to  apply  to 
Captain  Sir  Alfred  Jephson,  R.N.  Imperial 
Institute,  London,  S.W.,  for  the  rev.sed  scale  of 
charges  for  space.  . .    ,  . 

We  need  hardly  remind  our  friends  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  trade  that  this  exhibition  will 
be  visited  by  many  thousands  of  the  best  classes 
of  angler*  both  British  and  Irish,  American  and 

foreign.  .         ■  ,  , 

The  great  concession  has  been  made  to 
exhibits  in  the  Inland  ^^.^^ 
that  under  certain  necessary  restrictions  they 
wiU \e  allowed  to  sell  in  the  building,  visitors  will 
greatly  appreciate  thfr,  as  if  you  take  a  fancy  to  a 
rod  reel .^e,  &C  yon  don't  want  to  have  to - 
weeks  for  it.  Of  course  no  denuding  ot  stalls  v, hi 
bTaUowed,  and  stock  sold  must  £e  replaced  at 

^Another  great  advantage  wilb  be  that  space 
outside  the  Inland  Fisheries'  Department  will  be , 
provided  where  intending  purchasers  can  try  rods 
The  minimum  charge  for  space  will  be 


ANOTHER  SALE  OF  THE  FIRST 

FIVE  EDITIONS  OF  "THE 
COMPLEAT  ANGLER"  (1653-1676). 

To  be  sold,  on  Feb.  26  (Fi^day),  by  Messrs. 
Sotheby,  Wilkinson,  andHodgc,  Wellington-street, 
Strand,  London. 

The  following  live  lots,  the  property  of  a  gentleman  in 
XoK  bSng  uniformly  bound  ia  dark  green  morocco 
cXa  gilt  edges,  will  he  sold  blether  as  one  lot,  or 
separately  as  catalogued,  as  may  be  considered  advisable 
by  the  auctioneers  at  the  time  ot  sa.e. 
1:562.  Walton  (Izaak)    Compleat  Angler  or  the 
Contemplative  Man's  Recreation     first  edition 
engraved  title  and  cuts  of  fish,  a  few  leaves  have 
the  text  very  slightly  cat  into.    London,  T. 
Maxev  for  Rich.  Marnot,  165d. 

iSst  copy  sold  in  these  room,  in  December  la*  year 

^ifS'  Walton  (Izaak)  <' Compleat  Angler," 
second  edition,  much  enlarged,  engraved  titie  ami 
cuts  of  fish,  some  leaves  have  the  text  cut  into. 
London,  T.  M.  for  R.  Marnot,  1665- 

vZ.  Walton  (Izaak)  "  Compleat  Angler,  t  urd 
edition,  much  enlarged,  engraved  title  and  cuts  of 
fish  engraved  title  backed  and  Bqm|  leaves have 
the  text  cut  into.  London,  J.  G .  for  Rich.  Mai  i  lot, 

l%5.  Walton  (faaakj  "Compleat  Angler " 
fourth  edition,  engraved  title  and  cuts  of  fabh, 
sou  e  leaves  h^e  the  text  cut  into,  and  there  are 
some  small  wormholes  at  the  bottom  throughout, 

^^•WaSitakT-CompleatAngler.The 
universal  angler,  made  BO,  by  three  books  ot 
fiabinc  The  first  written  by  Mr.  Izaak  \\  alton  . 
lie  second  by  Charlea  Cotton,  Esq.;  the  third 
b Cof  Kobert  Venables  (first  edition  of  Gotten 
id  four  -  of  Venables),  cuts  of  fish,  some  leave, 
SveSe  teS-Kghtlf  cat  into  the  general  printed 
t le  cut  round  and   backed,   and  second  to 

^^^^^ 


SEA  FISHING  AT  THE  IMPERIAL 
INSTITUTE. 

This  is  not  an  attempt  to  publish  a  new  resort 
for  the  sea  fisher.  What  I  want  to  say  a  word 
about  is  the  claim  of  sea  fishing  to  a  place  at  the 
forthcoming  exhibition  at  South  Kensington; 
and  though  I  know  that  with  two  such  all-round 
anglers  as  the  editor  of.  the  F.  G.  and  "  Red 
Spinier"  on  the  committee  of  advice,  nothing  is 
likely  to  he  neglected,  I  think  that  the  columns 
of  the  Gazette  are  the  best  place  in  which  to  give  a 
few  suo-^estions  that  have  occurred  to  me,  if  on  y 
that  opportunity  will  thereby  be  afforded  for 
others,  who  have  also  the  matter  at  heart,  to 
supplement  my  remarks. 

I  have  rather  at  the  outset  mis-stated  the  object 
of  this  communication,  which  is  not  so  much  a 
brief  for  the  inclusion  of  salt  water  tackle  in 
the  exhibits— for  I  am  sure  that  neither  Mr. 
Senior  nor  Mr.  Marston  want  any  pressure  m  this 
—but  rather  the  most  useful  direction  that  this 
exhibit  should  take.  . 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  is  fan-  to  assume  that 
only  a  very  small  space  would  be  available  for  the 
amateur  sea  fishing  department  From  the 
notices  already  published,  it  is  evident  that  the 
committees  are  likely  to  be  somewhat  cramped  in 
the  matter  of  space  all  round,  and  it  cannot  in 
fairness  be  expected  that  very  much  should  l:e 
spared  for  the  youngest  branch  of  the  cratt. 
Fortunately,  there  is  no  need  for  a  largo 

exhibit.  ,  ,  » 

In  making  the  most  of  the  space— let  me,  lor 
the  sake  of  illustration,  estimate  it  at  ten  square 
feet — it  is  necessary  at  starting  to  have  a  clear 
notion  of  what  our  exhibit  is  intended  to  show  ; 
that  is,  if  it  is  to  serve  any  purpose  other  than 
that  fulfilled  by  every  maker's  window.  In  my 
opinion,  it  should  illustrate  the  great  strides  made 
in  this  tackle  during  the  past  quartet;  of  a  century 
No  better  counseller  for  this  could  be  iound 
through  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  kingdom 
than  the  veteran,  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilcocks,  whose  Sea 
Fisherman  has  for  so  many  years  been  our  guide, 
philosopher,  and  friend.  Some  of  the  doubtless 
crude  tackle  that,  even  if  he  has  none  left,  he 
could  without  difficulty  design  from  memory, 
would  be  most  instructive  compared  with  the 
latest  ingenious  patterns  of  leger  and  paternoster, 
the  latter  with  their  arms  of  brass,  cane,  or  wlrahv 
bone,  to  keep  the  hooks  clear  of  the  main  line. 

Side  by  side  with  the  old  leads  all  of  one 
pattern,  whether  designed  for  bottom  fishing  or  for 
railing  under  canvas,  I  would  like  to  see  the  late 
moulds,  the  delicately  curved  shearing  leads,  the 
large  pear-shaped  sinkers  pate.-nostenng,  and 
even,  though  I  have  not  much  belief  in  them,  the 
more  recent  conical  and  other  •arrangements 
whereby  the  fisherman  can  in  a  few  seconds 
increase  or  decrease  the  amount  ot  Lead, 

In  tloats,  too,  a  branch  of  sea  fishing  not 
sufficiently  appreciated  as  yet,  some  'Resting 
exhibits  might  be  made  m  very  email  space.  The 
really  serviceable  sea- float  lies  yet  unborn  in  the 
brain  of  some  inventive  genius,  but  pending ;  .to 
arrival,  the  "  Jardine  "  and  Fi*h i n<j  Gawttv  patterns 
might  be  shown  as  the  best  for  riding  the 
waves  without  sending  the  anglers  heart  to  hi, 
mouth  more  than  once  a  minute. 

But  it  is  in  rods  that  the  most  amazmg  reso- 
lution would  be  apparent  from  such  an  exh,  , 
As  recently  as  fifteen  years  ago  we  used  to  cat,  1. 
our  sea  fish,  whether  'from  beat,  mer;  or  rocks, 
w  h  appalli  ig  weapons  of  UK  to  IS  t.  In  length 
weighing  with  their  solid  bronze  winches  many- 
pounds,  unmanageable,  and  giving  more  assis- 
tance to  the  fish  than  to  the  angler.  The 
preference  for  a  long  rod  of 

the  early  days  of  sea  angling,  and  traces  ol  it  ate 
to  th  s  day  to  be  found  on  the  rocky  coasU  ot. 
Cornell  2nd  Italy.  On  »"^^B» 
even  where  not  indispensable,  there  is  e\uy 
io  fnr  it,     A   few  vers  ago,  however.  Home 

S  whose  name  haandl  tranapired,  ^covered 
to  it  tor  I  o;  *  and  pW  fishing  a  much  shorter 
implement.  ,  ten  foot  pike  rod,  in  fact,  was  far 
^Serviceable.  Tn  the  boat  .t  spared  he 
Sr  much  danger  of  overbalancing,  and  on  the 
, ,  .,  i    cabled  bin,  to  .earch  those  werdy  bays 

iZ>il  the  piles  Iminediately  beneath JWjJQ 

f  ently  productive  of  the  heavu'st  fish,  a  sw.n 
o  »  ou.dy  I  eyoud  him  of  the  long  rod.  At  . 
IW  52  date,  not  mote  than  two  or  three  yea, 
ago,  we  came  to  recognise  that  a  still  shorter  rod. 
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was  what  we  had  really  heen  in  want  of  all  alone, 
and  this  is  the  latest  pattern  of  sea  rod,  a  well- 
balanced  weapon  of  7ft.  or  Kft.  in  length,  packing 
in  two  joints.  Coming  from  the  whole  to  the 
part,  what  remarkable  changes  have  come  oyer 
the  top  joint  of  the  sea  rod,  where  the  usual  ring 
has  given  place  to  the  pulley,  an  innovation  for 
which  we  are,  if  I  mistake  not,  indebted  to  John 
Bickerdyke.  It  would  be  of  importance,  by  the 
way,  to  show  the  very  latest  pattern,  in  which 
the  line  moves  freely  between  two  wheels,  of  great 
moment  when,  as  often  happens  in  playing  a 
heavy  conger  or  other  fish,  the  rod  turns  round. 

In  winoh  fittings,  too,  not  to  speak  of  winches 
themselves,  vast  improvements  have  come  before 
us  year  by  year,  and  all  this  it  would  be  the 
business  of  the  exhibit  to  show. 

In  landing  nets,  as  in  gaffs,  we  are  yet  wanting 
an  ideal  implement  for  the  work,  a  compromise 
between  the  rough  one-piece  article  that  is,  up  to 
the  present,  the  safest  to  pin  one's  faith  to,  and 
the  more  portable,  but  utterly  unreliable,  collap- 
sible patterns,  which,  while  all  very  well  on  the 
inland  waters,  are  apt  to  fail  at  the  critical 
moment  under  the  insidious  attacks  of  sea  air. 
#  #  #  # 

But  I  may  not  prolong  these  jottings,  which 
were  only  offered  as  possibly  welcome  to  those 
interested  in  making  the  fisheries  section  as 
comprehensive  as  possible. 

That  such  an  exhibit  should  be  included  will, 
I  think,  be  generally  admitted.  The  purposes 
served  by  past  fisheries  exhibitions  have  not  been 
altogether  satisfactory,  nor  in  any  case,  it  is 
feared,  can  their  uses  be  more  than  temporary. 
Nor  is  more  claimed  for  this  show  of  sea  tackle. 
But  I  will  claim  for  it,  without  wishing  to 
institute  any  invidious  comparisons,  one  use  that 
can  hardly  be  claimed  for  the  exhibits  of  other 
amateur  tackle. 

On  many  remote  parts  of  the  coast  I  have 
succeeded — and  I  know  that  "  John  Bickerdyke  " 
has  had  similar  experiences — in  converting  the 
local  professional  to  the  use  of  light  tackle. 
At  first  smiling  pityingly  at  my  finnicking  gut 
traces  and  finely  mounted  hooks  as  stuff  fit  for 
children,  that  simple  individual  has  passed  to  a 
stage  of  lively  curiosity,  followed  by  a  trial  of  the 
lighter  gear  and — unconditional  surrender  to  the 
new  order  of  things.  The  great  obstacle  is  the 
animal's  prejudices,  for  he  and  his  are  proud  as 
Spaniards,  and  will  not  easily  own  themselves 
beaten.  But  if  they  could  be  induced  to  observe 
the  amateur's  gear  side  by  side  with  their  own 
ropes  and  meathooks,  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that,  left  to  argue  the  differences  out  by 
themselves,  they  would  come  to  adopt  the  newer 
methods  that,  as  in  so  many  other  spheres  in 
which  the  amateur  and  professional  meet  on 
common  ground,  it  has  been  left  for  the  man  of 
leisure  to  discover. 

And  no  greater  service  could,  in  these  days  of 
diminished  fish  areas,  be  rendered  to  the  men 
than  to  teach  them  new  and  improved  methods  of 
catching  what  is  left. 

This  would  assuredly  be  accomplished  by 
arranging  for  large  parties  of  them  to  visit  the 
exhibition  and  study  the  latest  improvements  in 
both  amateur  and  professional  gear. 

The  most  satisfactory  arrangement  would  be 
for  the  B.S.A.S.  to  offer  a  small  loan  collection ; 
and  this  might  easily  be  mustered  by  the  mem- 
bers, who — with  the  proper  guarantees  from  the 
committee — must,  doubtless,  have  some  interesting 
relics.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


SALMON  LURES  FOR  SPRING. 


Although  there  is  not  the  same  keen  con- 
troversy now  between  the  champions  of  the  fly 
vsrsus  the  minnow,  there  are  not  wanting  strong 
practical  proofs  that  equally  if  not  better  sport 
may  be  had  with  the  fly,  and  fly  alone,  from  one 
year's  end  to  the  other,  as  with  fly  and  minnow 
combined,  the  form  in  which  salmon  angling  is 
now  most  commonly  practised.  A  sportsman  on 
the  Monaltrie  section  of  the  Dee  put  this  to  the 
test  some  years  ago.  For  several  years  he  fished 
fly  and  minnow  combined,  using  the  minnow 
rod  after  he  had  searched  the  pools  with  the  fly. 
Then  for  two  seasons  in  succession  he  essayed 
nothing  but  the  fly,  and  his  score  for  each  of  these 
seasons,  from  February  to  October  inclusive,  was 
fully  better  than  when  the  minnow  was  at  any 


time  in  vogue.  There  are  many  anglers  who  will 
not  tolerate  a  minnow  rod  within  sight  of  them, 
and  even  prohibit  their  friends,  who  are  addicted 
to  a  spin  on  an  off  occasion,  from  using  anything 
but  fur  and  feather  on  their  waters,  and  who, 
when  the  season's  score  is  reckoned  up,  stand  well 
to  the  front  when  compared  with  their  neighbours 
either  above  or  below  them.  The  late  Mr.  Francis 
Irvine,  of  Drum,  had  an  intense  dislike  to  the 
spinning  lure  in  any  shape  or  form.  Even  when 
the  minnow  was  at  the  height  of  its  fame,  so  to 
speak,  he  steadfastly  set  his  face  against  it,  and 
denounced  its  use  in  no  unmeasured  terms  both 
in  the  Press  and  at  the  water  side,  and,  sticking 
to  the  fly,  he  made  some  record  autumn  scores 
which  went  a  long  way  to  clinch  his  arguments 
for  the  fly.  There  are  many  sportsmen  who, 
although  preferring  the  fly,  will  unbend  so  much 
as  to  refrain  from  dictating  what  their  friends 
shall  use,  and  will  even  fish  alongside  of  them  with 
the  fly,  when  they  may  follow  with  the  prawn  or 
minnow.  This  may  read  somewhat  in  the  light  of 
a  bull ;  but  when  fly  and  minnow  are  both  in  use 
on  the  same  stretch  of  water  the  fly  has  always 
the  preference,  from  the  opinion,  real  or  fanciful, 
that  the'^water  is  more  disturbed  by  minnow 
fishing  than  when  the  fly  alone  is  used.  It  is 
natural  to  think  so,  at  least,  although  in  a  large 
majority  of  our  salmon  streams  such  an  idea  is 
more  fanciful  than  real,  as  the  splash  made  by 
the  minnow,  when  deftly  cast,  in  the  current  of  a 
big  stream  is  of  small  consequence. 

Yet  there  are  not  wanting  those  who  may  be 
reckoned  authorities  in  salmon  angling  who  pooh- 
pooh  all  such  "  ridiculous  starch,"  as  they  term  it. 
The  salmon,  they  say,  are  not  so  easily  scared,  and 
they  will  as  readily  use  the  minnow  rod  as  the  fly 
rod,  should  it  happen  to  come  to  their  hand  first. 

Mr.  William  Lamond,  of  Stranduff,  who  has 
been  spending  his  retirement  in  salmon  angling 
on  the  Dee  for  nigh  a  score  of  years  past,  and 
who  from  the  start  to  the  finish  of  the  season  is 
ever  at  the  water  side,  is  an  excellent  example  of 
this  school  of  open  minded  anglers.  Mr.  Lamond 
with  start  off  with  his  minnow  rod,  and  after  he 
has  exhausted  his  water,  or  the  half  of  it,  will  then 
cover  the  same  pools  with  the  fly,  and  is  as  often 
as  successful  with  the  second  lure  as  the  first. 
It  is  in  no  spirit  of  contradiction  that  he  essays 
the  minnow  to  the  fly.  It  is  purely  a  matter  of 
experience  on  his  part.  He  has  times  without 
number  adhered  to  the  orthodox  rule  of  covering 
the  pools  first  with  the  fly,  then  with  the 
phantom,  then  with  the  prawn,  and  drawn  blanks 
on  every  occasion  till  following  these  up  with 
another  and  last  go  over  with  the  fly,  crowned 
what  would  have  been  otherwise  a  blank  day  by 
landing  a  couple  of  spring  beauties  scaling 
possibly  81b.  or  101b.  a  piece. 

The  late  Mr.  Pickop,  who,  as  an  enthusiastic 
salmon  angler  had  not  his  match  on  Deeside  in 
his  day,  and  who  rented  first  the  Monaltrie,  and 
latterly  the  Dess  waters,  and  killed  more  salmon 
than  any  other  angler  ever  did  within  the  same 
time  on  these  waters,  held  the  extreme  opinion 
that  it  was  impossible  to  frighten  salmon  by 
whatever  was  presented  to  them.  When  the  fish 
were  "  dour  "  (stiff  to  rise)  he  proceeded  to  stone 
the  pools,  and  after  keeping  his  gillie  at  the 
stone  throwing  process  for  an  hour  on  end,  he 
would  then  proceed  to  the  head  of  the  water  and 
fish  it  carefully  down,  and  not  infrequently  with 
much  success.  I  have  known  of  anglers  actually 
stoning  the  pools  in  their  neighbours'  waters 
when  they  were  at  war  with  them  over  some  legal 
dispute,  in  the  firm  belief  that  they  were  "  doing :' 
for  their  day's  sport  at  any  rate ;  but  if  Mr. 
Pickop's  theory  and  practice  are  acceptable,  then 
the  result  of  their  spite  was  all  the  other  way. 
But  in  the  latter  case  they  didn't  see  it  so. 

Sir  William  Cunliff  Brooks,  Bart.,  of  Glentana, 
has  studied  the  question  of  fly  versus  minnow 
more  than  any  other  sportsman  in  his  walk  of  life 
that  I  know  of.  "  It  is  a  puzzle  to  me,"  says 
Sir  William,  "  and  it  will  in  all  likelihood  remain 
so,  why  the  salmon  will  at  one  time  take  fly  and 
refuse  [minnow  or  other  spinning  bait,  and  at 
another  fall  to  the  minnow  and  refuse  all  offers 
of  the  fly  however  daintily  put."  And  probably 
Sir  William  has  expressed  the  opinion  of  the 
great  army  of  sportsmen  who  have  any  lengthened 
experience  of  salmon  angling,  that  it  is  a  puzzle 
the  best  of  them  are  unable  to  explain  as  to  the 
erratic  taste  of  Salmo  salar  to  prefer  a  minnow 
to  a  fly  on  one  day,  and  a  fly  to  a  minnow  on 


another.  In.  the  meantime,  we  will  leave  it  so, 
hoping  for  more  light  in  the  future,  when  the 
ways  of  salar  are  more  known  than  they  are  now. 

The  Devon  is  coming  more  into  vogue  as  a 
spring  and  autumn  salmon  lure  than  it  has  been 
since  spinning  lures  became  the  rage  that  they 
presently  are,  and  are  likely  to  remain.  A.t  one 
time  it  was  reserved  for  flooded  and  semi-flooded 
waters,  but  now  it  is  requisitioned  chiefly  for  a 
change  when  other  lures  fail.  The  coloured 
Devon  is  not  so  popular  as  those  of  bright 
metal  on  such  streams  as  the  Dee  and  Spey, 
but  the  state  of  the  water  often  determines  the 
colour  to  be  selected.  On  the  Ythan  the  Devon 
is  the  most  fatal  lure  which  can  be  put  up 
for  finnock  and  sea  trout,  and  the  same  on  the 
estuaries  of  the  Dee  and  Don.  The  Devon  was 
the  chief  lui-e  used  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Dee,  at  Braemar,  during  last  spring,  when  such 
record  baskets  were  made  on  the  Mar  Lodge  and 
Invercauld  waters,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  its 
popularity  on  these  far  inland  reaches,  and  with 
the  stale  salmon  so  abundant  at  times  on  these 
prolific  pools,  will  do  much  to  keep  this  old 
favourite  still  in  the  front.  It  is  the  bait  of  baits 
in  the  neck  of  a  pool,  or  when  one  is  searching  for 
a  salmon  or  a  fresh  run  grilse  in  a  rapid  stream, 
and  there  is  only  one  other  bait  can  equal  it  in  such 
situations,  and  for  which  the  Devon,  I  have  a 
sneaking  belief,  is  readily  taken,  and  that  is  the 
parr  tail ;  but  here  I  must  draw  the  line.  How- 
ever much  I  should  like  to  describe  the  parr  tail 
as  a  killing  lure,  it  is  illegal,  and,  however  great 
an  ass  the  law  may  be,  nevertheless  it  is  the  law, 
and  we,  as  anglers,  must  in  all  conscience  respect 
it.  Only  this  I  will  say  in  the  defence  of  an 
occasional  parr  tail,  that  one  21b.  trout  destroys 
more  salmon  parr  in  a  single  month's  feeding  than 
all  the  anglers  put  together  who  may  care  to  add 
it  to  their  list  of  spring  lures. 

The  spoon  is  not  a  favourite  salmon  lure  in  the 
North  of  Scotland.  In  a  big  water,  however,  it  is 
frequently  requisitioned,  and  in  the  hands  of  an 
angler  who  has  had  some  expei-ience  in  spinning 
it,  it  can  do  creditable  execution,  and  deserves  to 
be  more  widely  known  than  it  is. 

I  have  seldom  come  across  an  angler  who  did 
not  have  an  assortment  of  spoons,  especially  if  he 
came  from  across  the  border  ;  but,  somehow,  they 
never  seem  to  take  them  out  of  their  tackle  boxes. 
When  the  river  is  in  great  flood,  the  side  eddies 
may  be  carefully  searched  with  the  spoon ;  and  it 
is  just  under  such  circumstances  that  the  great 
flashing  bait  makes  its  presence  known,  and  will 
be  sought  after. 

For  pike  fishing,  the  spoon,  with  the  addition  of 
a  red  tassle,  will  keep  its  ground  against  all 
comers,  and  is  simply  irresistable  among  the  un- 
sophisticated denizens  of  our  numerous  highland 
lochs  and  inland  lakes. 

Eel-tail  is  fitted  on  to  the  minnow  tackle  with 
all  the  twist  and  turn  the  fish  or  flesh  is  capable 
of  enduring,  and  forms  a  change  when  other 
spinning  lures  have  all  had  their  chance.  It  is 
not  a  common  bait  in  Scotland,  and  was  imported 
by  those  who  were  accustomed  to  its  use  chiefly 
in  Irish  waters,  and  by  them  it  is  chiefly  used 
yet. 

The  prawn,  on  the  other  hand,  is  the  enigma  of 
all  the  great  army  of  spinning  lures,  and  although 
at  one  time  only  used  in  small  summer  waters,  is 
now  as  much  in  demand  as  a  spring  lure  as  the 
veritable  minnow  itself.    But  more  anon. 

G.  M. 


PLEASANT   MEMORIES  OF 
ANGLING. 

(Continued  from  page  90.) 


Some  time  ago  I  was  invited  to  a  stream  in 
Sussex  which  held  trout— a  fair  quantity  of  them, 
but  small  in  size ;  a  J-pounder  was  considered  a 
nice  fish  by  the  old  keeper.  My  last  visit  there 
was  one  early  winter.  The  late  Mr.  J.  P. 
Wheeldon  promised  to  accompany  me.  However, 
something  prevented  him  ;  but  he  joined  me  about 
middle  day,  our  intention  being  to  •  try  for  pike 
and  perch.  From  a  month  before,  to  a  month  or 
six  weeks  after  Christmap,  pike,  perch,  and  chub 
are  undoubtedly  in  their  primest  condition  ;  so, 
with  good  store  of  live  bait  and  worms,  the  angler 
started  for  this  favourite  river..  The  water  was 
only  just  trickling  over  the  moss-grown  weir,  for 
a  sluice  supplying  a  mill-wheel  had  drawn  down 
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the  stream  below  its  usual  level.  But  into  some 
eddies,  formed  by  the  old  piles  which  bulged  out 
from  the  eampsheating  of  the  mill-tail,  a  well- 
scoured  worm,  or  perhaps  a  minnow,  deftly 
dropped,  was  soon  rewarded  with  a  brace  of  perch. 
Then,  striking  across  the  meadow  to  where  the 
river  makes  a  bend,  on  reaching  the  bank  I  disturb 
another  angler — a  heron,  which  takes  flight  from 
the  shallows,  with  an  eel  partly  swallowed,  and 
writhing  in  the  bird's  bill. 

Just  below  here  the  stream  flows  slowly  and 
very  deep.    The  banks  are  topped  with  growths 
of  brambles  and  ferns.  A  giant  fir,  overturned  by 
tempests,  stretches  its  length  athwart  the  river. 
But  though  the  day  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  the 
•wind  south-west,  and  the  place  noted  for  big 
perch,  yet  somehow  the  fish  don't  seem  inclined 
to  feed.     I  therefore  try  a  change  of  bait, 
and  still  meet  with  no  success.    The  perch 
community  must  have  been  disturbed  by  the 
incursions    of    a    pike.      So    removing  the 
perch  tackle,  I  put  on  a  stout  gut-paternoster 
with  a  small  dace  for  the  bait,  and  in  a  minute  or 
two  am  fast  into    a  ten-pound  pike,  which, 
tempted  by  the  pirouettings  of  the  dace,  has  in- 
cautiously accepted  the  invite  to  lunch ;  and  after 
ten  minutes  capital  sport  the  fish  is  gaffed  and 
drawn  ashore,  just  in  time  to  be  admired  by  my 
angling  "chum,"  J.  P.  W.,  who  has  come  to  fish 
in  company  with  his  friend  during  the  rest  of  the 
day.    Then,  before  discussing  their  midday  meal 
(a  sandwich  and  hard-boiled  egg,  with  a  "  modi- 
cum "  from  their  whisky  flasks),  a  live  bait  on 
snap  tackle  is  thrown  out  at  the  head  of  the  deep 
water,  and  has  worked  well  every  part  of  it  until 
reaching  the  middle  of  the  swim,  there  is  a  "  run  " 
from  an  unmistakably  heavy  fish.    The  newcomer 
seizes  the  rod  and  strikes  "  the  steel "  well  home ; 
then,  on  the  pike's  part,  begins  a  desperate 
struggle  for  liberty;  but  after  a  quarter  of  an 
hour's  exciting  sport,  a  handsome  twelve-pounder 
is  landed,  and  despatched  by  a  boy  as  a  present 
to  the  miller,  who  owns  nearly  two  miles  of  this 
choice  pike  and  perch  fishery. 

The  river  hereabouts  widens  considerably,  and 
for  some  distance  flows  over  gravelly  shallows, 
the  home  of  many  a  lusty  trout,  till  all  at  once  it 
contracts,  and  runs  more  rapidly  through  a  gorge 
betweeen  converging  hills,  a  part  quite  unfishable, 
for  both  banks  being  overgrown  with  trees,  it  is, 
in  fact,  a  natural  preserve.     Just  below  this 
is  the  village  bridge,  a  stone  structure  hoary 
with  age,  and  as  we  approach,  a  kingfisher, 
like  a  gleam   of  sapphire  and  emerald,  darts 
through  the  middle  arch,  and  away  across  to  some 
osiers  on  the  opposite  bank ;  while  some  coots  we 
have  disturbed  take  flight  and  pitch  again  into 
some  sedges  a  long  way  down  stream,  where  there 
is  a  fine  deep  pool  we  intend  to  fish  a  little  later 
in  the  day.    Meanwhile,  we  carefully  "  spin  "  the 
intervening  water,  and  capture  a  couple  of  brace 
of  smaller  fish,  but  of  takeable  size,  the  rule  being 
that  no  jack  under  41b.  are  to  be  retained,  and  no 
live  or  dead-bait  gorge-fishing  being  allowed,  is 
the  reason  why  good  sport  is  almost  a  certainty 
at  this  lovely  little  river.   Across  the  meadows  I 
see  a  familiar  form  making  his  way  towards  us— 
the  old  keeper  I  have  known  for  years,  and  who 
has  often  caught  live  baits  for  me.  He  is  nothing 
loth  to  take  a  pull  at  my  flask,  and  then  asks  what 
sport  we  have  had.  We  show  our  fish,  telling  him 
the  best  one  has  been  sent  to  our  friend  the 
miller.  .  , 

The  keeper  thinks  we  shall  catch  no  fish  in  the 
pool  we  were  going  to.  "  For,"  said  he,  "  just  see 
what  I  picked  up  there  this  morning,"  taking  from 
a  basket  a  pike  with  a  large  portion  of  its  back 
and  side  eaten,  and  still  bleeding  (the  fish  would 
have  weighed  quite  61b.  when  captured).  Then 
he  showed  us  the  remains  of  a  large  eel,  all  but 
the  head  and  tail  consumed,  and  said,  "  I  found 
'em  on  the  bank  close  to  the  river  in  the  pasture 
by  the  pike  pool.  Them  otters  have  been  a-going 
it  last  night,  you  may  "be  sartin  sure.  You  won  t 
catch  no  fish  there  to-day,  for  when  them  there 
otters  chivy  that  pool  they  means  bisness,  and  no 
mistake.  So  you  had  better  try  the  backwaters, 
where  I  saw  a  big  pike  feeding  yesterday ;  and 
just  below,  under  the  alders,  are  some  bustin  big 
chub,  if  you  happen  to  "have  chub  tackle  with 

The  old  keeper  earned  my  bait  can  to  the  back 
.  stream,  which  is  formed  by  the  surplus  water  of 
the  river  flowing  over  a  "tumbling  bay    into  a 
rather  deep  pool.    We  disturbed  a  couple  of  dab- 


chicks  disporting  in  the  fitful  gleams  of  sunshine 
which  fit  on  the  water,  but  at  our  near  approach 
the  shy  birds  instantly  dived  and  secreted  them- 
selves among  the  sedges  ;  while  just  below,  close 
to  the  alders,  a  pike  was  evidently  intent  on 
securing  a  meal,  for  some  frightened  roach  were 
leaping  and  making  a  cloud  of  spray  in  trying  to 
escape  the  fish's  hungry  jaws.    My  companion  let 
a  dace  on  snap -tackle  swim  down  to  where  the 
pike  was  feeding,  and  instantly  got  "  a  run  "  from 
a  good  fish,  which  had  to  be  played  up-stream 
past  the  submerged  branches  of   some  trees 
growing  by  the  river  side,  and  this  judiciously 
accomplished,  I  gaffed  a  handsome  eight-pounder 
for  my  friend.  A  few  days'  rain  alters  considerably 
the  fishing  in  this  river,  and  when  in  flood 
many    fish    draw    up    the    backwater  which 
flows  in  meandering  turns  and  twists  through 
the   meadows.     At    every    bend   is   a  hole, 
which   has   a  pike    for   a    lodger;  excellent 
paternostering  water  for  best  part  of  a  mile,  and 
plank  bridges  crossing  here  and  there,  enable 
all  of  it  to  be  fished,  until  it  again  unites 
with  the  main  river,  where  at  the  junction 
is  a  fine  deep  swim,  which  we  made  our  way 
to,    as    the    chimes    of    the   village  church 
warned  us  it  was  close  on  three  o'clock.    As  we 
walked  along,  in  friendly  chat,  the  keeper  told 
us  how  some  years  previously,  when  the  low-lying 
meadows  were  flooded,  a  large  pike  had  escaped 
from  the  river  and  was  left  stranded  by  the 
receding    waters;    he  secured  the  fish,  which 
weighed  201b.,  gave  it  a  knock  on  the  head  to 
keep  it  quiet,  slipped  it  into  a  sack,  and  carried  it 
to  the  squire,  whose  mansion'  just  here  appears  in 
sight,  as  we  emerge  from  the  coppice  and  again 
strike  the  river,  where  we  put  up  a  mallard, 
which  the  keeper  brought  down,  at  a  long  shot, 
with  his  old  fowling  piece,  and  recovered  some 
distance  down  the  meadow  near  the  junction  of 
the  two  streams.    Here  was  a  belt  of  sedges,  with 
six  feet  of  water  outside  them,  where  in  summer 
white  waterlillies  luxuriate,  but  they  had  now 
disappeared ;  their  roots,  however,  formed  a  rare 
harbour  for  pike,  so  we  adjusted  our  floats  4ft. 
above  our  live  bait  and  fished  it.     I  was  soon 
playing  a  strong  fish,  my  friend  quickly  "  follow- 
ing suit."    The  sport  continued  for  the  remainder 
of  the  afternoon,  and  when  we  reeled  up  lines, 
packed  rods,  &c,  and  laid  out  our  captures,  we 
had  to  divide  twelve  pike  and  two  perch,  and 
were  thoroughly  satisfied  with  our  winter  day's 
fishing. 

We  filled  our  pipes  and  trudged  back  through 
the  meadows  past  some  osier  beds,  disturbing  a 
water-rail  from  a  clump  of  rushes  in  a  boggy 
ditch,  only  just  catching  sight  of  the  timid  bird 
as  it  sought  shelter  among  the  withies. 

The  evening  was  coming  on  apace,  and  in 
approaching  the  upper  pike  pool  we  proceeded 
with  greater  caution,  hoping  we  might  see  the 
otter,  and  there  sure  enough  was  the  poacher 
lying  on  the  trunk  of  a  decayed  pollard  ready  to 
make  a  dive  for  any  unwary  fish  that  swam  by. 
We  had  an  excellent  view  of  the  beast  before  he 
perceived  us.  When  he  did  he  snarled  and  showed 
his  teeth,  and,  with  ears  drawn  back  close  to  his 
head,  glided  silently  into  the  river,  leaving  no 
trace  but  a  few  air  bubbles,  which  rose  here  and 
there  to  the  surface,  as  he  swam  under  water 
away  down  stream.  t 

A  short  time  after  a  trap  was  set  in  this  place. 
During  the  next  few  days  heavy  rains  fell,  and  the 
river  was  flooded,  but  when  the  waters  got  within 
the  river's  banks  a  fine  dog  otter  of  231b.  weight 
was  found  in  the  trap  drowned,  but  too  injured 
about  the  head  to  be  set  up  as  a  specimen.  How- 
ever, I  had  the  skin  properly  dressed  by  a  currier, 
and  made  into  a  fur  tippet  for  a  nice  little  lady 
friend  of  mine.  Otters  are  increasing  on  this 
river  I  am  informed.  It  is  just  the  kind  of  river 
for  them— has  plenty  of  cover,  the  banks  are 
hollow  in  many  places  matted  with  tree  roots, 
and  the  water  here  and  there  is  10ft.  deep;  so 
that  otter  hounds  would  not  have  much  chance  ot 
killing.  A  pack  of  hounds  was  some  time  ago 
tried  there  for  a  couple  of  days.  Only  one  otter 
was  found,  and  that  escaped.  The  huntsmen— 
and  hounds,  too— lost  heart,  and  the  river  has  not 
been  hunted  since. 

We  reached  our  snug  quarters  at  the  village 
inn  as  the  rising  moon  was  topping  the  distant 
uplands,  and  flooding  the  river  and  valley  with 
light  Our  day's  fishing  was  over.  We  enjoyea 
our  meal  of  wholesome  country  fare,  for  we  had 


earned  an  appetite,  and — best  of  all — content- 
ment. 

To  the  observant  angler  it  is  not  alone  a 
question  of  catching  fish.  He  has  the  advantage 
of  seeing  and  noting  many  interesting  things 
while  pursuing  his  sport.  He  sees  in  the  fauna 
and  flora  of  the  country,  while  sojourning  by  rivers 
sights  in  a  great  measure  withheld  from  thote 
"  in  cities  pent."  Birds,  beasts,  fish,  and  flowei  s 
all  help  to  gratify  him,  and  he  returns  to  his 
business  or  daily  toil  with  the  certainty  that  he 
has  derived  real  benefit  while  fishing,  through 
being  in  touch  with  Nature.  The  scenery  of  the 
valleys  and  hills;  the  herds  of  cattle  in  the 
pastures,  and  well-stocked  farmsteads;  the  old 
water-mills,  time-worn  and  lichen-covered ;  ancient 
churches ;  and  manor  houses,  mostly  possessing 
grand  avenues  of  elms  or  beech  trees,  administer 
greatly  to  the  angler's  delight.  And  if  sport  is 
indifferent,  with  what  pleasure  he  fills  his  pipe, 
and  takes  a  few  whiffs  by  way  of  consoling  him- 
self, as  he  trudges  along  the  river  towards  some 
deep,  sedge-margined  pool,  the  abiding  place  of 
goodly  pike  and  perch.  Alfred  Jardine. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Loclis,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
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if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death , 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 

No.  55. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE  (continued). 
Lochs  of  Kirkcudbrightshire. 
Loch  Harrow. — A  little  loch  in  the  parish  of 
Kells.  It  is  half  a  mile  by  a  quarter,  and  belongs 
to  Mr.  Smith,  of  Glenlee,  who  gives  permission  if 
asked.  The  Folk  Burn  falls  into  it,  and  Pub 
harrow  Burn  flows  out  of  it.  There  is  a  boat  on 
it.  The  trout  are  not  very  plentiful,  and  are 
shy  ;  so  that  good  sport  is  not  to  be  depended  on. 
From  May  to  August  is  the  best  time,  and  dark 
flies  are  preferred.  Yellow  body,  red  hackle,  and 
starling  wing  also  do  well.  They  run  three  to  a 
lb.  Scenery  wild.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dal- 
mellington ;  thence  by  'bus— Monday,  Wednesday, 
and  Friday — to  Carsphairn,  ten  miles;  thence 
drive  to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  loch. 

Loch.  Howie,  or  Wee,  is  in  the  parish  of 
Balmaclellan,  and  some  six  miles  from  Dairy.  It 
is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  by  from 
50yds.  to  300yds.  wide,  and  belongs  to  Mrs.  Mait- 
land  Gordon,  of  Kenmure.  The  Cairn  Bum  and 
Castlephaim  Burn  flow  out  of  it.  It  contains 
trout  and  pike ;  the  former  31b.  to  71b.  each,  but 
few  and  shy.  From  Gib.  to  101b.  is  a  fair  basket, 
and  the  best  lure  is  a  small  live  frog.  Not  open 
to  the  public,  but  permission  may  be  easily  got. 
May  and  September  are  the  best  months.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Parton;  thence  by  'bus  to  Dairy  or  to 
New  Galloway  ;  thence  hire  six  miles. 

Loch  Ironlosh,  half  a  mile  by  ^  quarter  of  a 
mile,  is  in  the  parish  of  Colvend.  It  is  open  to 
the  public,  and  there  are  boats  on  it.  It  container 
perch  and  pike,  and  151b.  may  be  called  a  fair 
day's  take.  June  and  July  are  the  best  months, 
and  accommodation  may  be  got  at  Rockclift'e  or 
Kippford.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dalbeattie ;  thence 
by  'bus.  . 

Loch  Ken  is  situated  at  the  junction  of  the 
parishes  of  Kells,  Parton,  Balinaclellan,  Cross- 
michael,  and  Balmaghie.  From  the  head  of  Loch 
Ken  to  the  foot  of  the  lake-like  part,  it  is  nine 
miles  long  by  about  half  a  milo  broad.  The  pro- 
prietors are  Mrs.  Maitland  Gordon,  of  Kenmure ; 
Mr.  Cuninghame,  of  Hensol ;  Mr.  Murray,  of 
Parton  ;  Mr.  Mure,  of  Livingston ;  Mr.  Hutchi- 
son, of  Balmaghie;  Sir  R.  J.  Abercrombie,  Bart., 
&c.  The  loch  may  be  said  to  be  open  to  the 
public— at  any  rate,  it  can  be  fished  by  residing  at 
New  Galloway  or  Castle  Douglas.  There  are 
private  boats  on  it,  but  none  for  hire.  The  loch 
contains  pike,  perch,  and  large  trout— running 
from  lib.  to  51b.— but  very  shy.    Pike  and  perch 
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are  plentiful,  and  phantom  minnow  a  good  bait. 
The  scenery  of  Loch  Ken  is  a  fine  mixture  of 
highland  and  lowland,  and  among  the  objects  of 
interest  are  Kenmure  Castle,  at  the  head  of  the 
loch ;  and  the  Castle  of  Threave,  two  miles  from 
the  foot  of  it ;  Lowe's  Seat,  near  the  centre,  Ac. 
Route :— For  head  of  loch  :  By  rail  to  New  Gallo- 
way ;  thence  hire  a  mile  or  two.  For  centre  of 
loch  :  By  rail  to  Barton ;  loch  close  by.  Fol- 
lower end :  By  rail  to  Castle  Douglas ;  thence 
hire  a  mile  or  two.  Hotel  accommodation  at  all 
these  places. 

Loch  Kindar. — A  picturesque  loch,  near  the 
village  of  New  Abbey.  It  belongs  to  Mr.  Oswald, 
of  Auchincruive,  who  has  boats  on  it,  and  whose 
permission  to  fish  is  necessary.  If  leave  be  got, 
accommodation  can  be  found  at  New  Abbey.  The 
trout  run  about  Alb.,  or  perhaps  less,  and  they  are 
rather  fickle ;  so  that  one  day's  sport  may  differ 
very  much  from  that  of  another.  The  best  fly  is 
the  corncrake,  and  from  May  to  the  middle  of 
July  the  best  time.  There  are  many  points  of 
interest  near,  including  Sweetheart  Abbey,  Caer- 
laverock  Castle,  &c.  On  an  islet  in  the  lake  the 
original  parish  church  stood,  and  there  yet  exists 
an  artificial  island,  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
structed as  a  place  of  safety  in  the  freebooting 
times.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Dumfries;  thence  by 
'bus,  daily,  eight  miles. 
Loch  Kirkcarsewell. — See  Loch  Fellcroft. 
Loch  Knockman  is  in  Dairy  parish,  300yds. 
by  200yds.  or  so,  and  is  open  to  anglers,  who  can 
also  have  the  use  of  a  boat,  which  is  on  it.  It 
yields  fairish  sport,  and  is  four  miles  from  Dairy 
village,  where  accommodation  can  be  got.  Route  : 
By  rail  to  Parton  ;  thence  by  'bus,  twice  a  day,  to 
Dairy,  nine  miles. 

Loch  Knocksting,  out  of  which  the  Lane, 
afterwards  the  Blackwater,  flows,  is  in  the  parish 
of  Dairy,  and  is  let.  It  contains  very  fine  trout, 
running  two  or  three  to  a  lb.,  and  101b.  or  12ib.  is 
a  fair  day's  sport.  Some  are  killed  as  heavy  as 
21b.  each.  June  and  July  are  the  best  months, 
and  largish  flies  are  most  successful,  especially 
yellow  and  green  body,  with  woodcock  wing ;  or 
mavis-tail  wing,  black  hackle,  and  light  pea-green 
body.  Dairy  is  seven  miles  from  the  loch. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Parton ;  thence  by  'bus  to 
Dairy,  twice  a  day. 

Lochenbreck  is  in  the  parish  of  Balmaghie, 
and  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  each  way.  It  is 
connected  with  Woodhall  Loch  by  a  small  stream, 
and  contains  small  trout,  yielding  fair  sport. 
There  are  boats  on  it,  but  it  is  not  open  to  the 
public.  Lochenbreck  Spa  is  close  to  it.  Route  : 
By  rail  to  Castle  Douglas ;  thence  hire. 
•  Lochinvar  is  one  of  the  best  lochs  in  Gallo- 
way. It  is  in  the  parish  of  Dairy,  is  about 
seventy  acres  in  extent,  and  belongs  to  Mr. 
Oswald,  of  Auchincruive.  The  trout,  which  are 
similar  to  those  of  Loch  Leven,  run  two  to  a  lb., 
and  two  dozen  is  a  fair  basket.  May,  June,  and 
July  are  the  best  months  ;  and  a  grey  fly,  or  wood- 
cock wing,  with  green  body,  are  the  best  killers. 
The  whole  scenery  is  quiet  and  beautiful.  On  an 
island  in  the  loch  are  the  remains  of  an  old  castle, 
and  the  gallantry  of  "  Young  Lochinvar "  is  the 
theme  of  Lady  Heron's  song  in  "  Marmion." 
Accommodation  at  Dairy  and  New  Galloway, 
four  miles  off.  Route:  Same  as  Loch  Trostan, 
which  see. 

Long  Loch  of  the  Dungeon.— A  loch  about 
half  a  mile  long  by  a  quarter  broad,  in  the  parish 
of  Minnigaff,  and  within  two  miles  of  Loch 
Valley.  It  is  about  ten  miles  from  Carsphairn, 
the  nearest  inn,  and  about  fourteen  miles  from 
Newton  Stewart— no  road  for  driving.  Its  trout 
are  small— four  or  six  to  a  lb.— and  the  sport  is 
poor.  The  scenery  is  very  wild.  The  Briskie 
Burn  flows  out  of  it.  Route  :  Same  as  Dry  Loch 
Of  the  Dungeon,  which  see. 

Xochs  of  the  Lowes,  five  miles  from  New 
Galloway,  in  the  parish  of  Balmaclellan,  are  good, 
and  worthy  of  a  visit.  They  are  on  the  estate  of 
Mr.  James  Brown,  of  Barlay,  who  is  liberal  in 
granting  permission.  There  is  a  boat  to  be  had. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  New  Galloway  Station ;  thence 
by  'bus  to  New  Galloway  Town,  six  miles  ;  thence 
hire. 

Loch  Lotus. — See  Dumfriesshire. 

Loch  Milton.— About  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the 
north-east  of  Loch  Auchenreoch.  It  is  smaller 
than  that  loch,  and  is  not  open  to  the  public,  yet 
there  is  no  direct  prohibition.  A  small  stream 
flows  out  of  it,  where  there  is  gcod  burn  fishing 


before  it  falls  into  Kirkgunzeon  water.  The  loch 
contains  pike  and  perch,  and  occasionally  a  large 
trout  is  got,  but  that  is  rare.  They  have  been 
got,  however,  up  to  101b.  weight,  and  pike  have 
been  got  about  301b.  weight.  In  general  the  sport 
may  be  said  to  be  middling.  Hotel  accommoda- 
tion at  Crocketford,  one  mile  off.  Route  :  Same 
as  Loch  Auchenreoch,  which  see. 

Loch  Minnoch  is  connected  with  Loch 
Dungeon  by  Mid  Burn,  which  is  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  long.  This  loch  is  about  one-third  the  size 
of  Loch  Dungeon,  and  the  description  of  it,  route, 
&.c,  will  apply  here. 

Loch  Narroch. — See  Loch  Dee. 

Loch  Neldricken  is  in  the  parish  of  Minni- 
gaff. It  is  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad, 
and  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  from  whose 
factor  permission  to  fish  may  be  got.  There  aue 
pike  and  a  few  trout.  Best  months  :  April,  May, 
and  June.  In  the  midst  of  wild  scenery.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Newton-Stewart ;  thence  hire  thirteen 
miles,  and  walk  two. 

Loch  Regland  is  in  Dairy  parish,  and  is  open 
to  the  public.  It  abounds  with  small  trout,  which 
yield  good  sport.  Dairy  village  is  five  miles  off. 
Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Trostan,  which  see. 

Round  Loch  of  the  Dungeon.  —  In  the 
parish  of  Minnigaff,  and  within  two  miles  of  Loch 
Valley.  It  is  circular,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  in  diameter.  It  is  connected  with  the  Long 
Loch  of  the  Dungeon  and  the  Dry  Loch  of  the 
Dungeon  by  very  small  streams.  The  trout  run 
about  lib.,  and  from  81b.  to  121b.  is  a  fair  basket. 
This  loch  and  the  following  lochs,  viz.,  Doon, 
Finlas,  Ballochluing,  Goosie,  Larnaconnar  or 
Lochnecaron,  Gour,  Fanny,  Macaterick,  Enoch, 
Arron,  Dry  Loch  of  the  Dungeon,  and  Long  Loch 
of  the  Dungeon,  could  be  conveniently  fished  by 
taking  up  quarters  in  some  of  the  shepherds' 
houses  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Loch  Doon — say, 
for  instance,  the  shepherds'  houses  at  Portmark, 
where  anglers  could  put  up  comfortably  for  a  few 
days.  There  are  other  two  places  where  quarters 
might  be  got,  viz.,  Lochead  and  the  Starr,  both 
shepherds'  houses.  There  are  few  places  where 
a  lover  of  the  "gentle  art"  might  spend  a  few 
days  more  delightfully,  only  he  must  make  up  his 
mind  to  a  little  roughing.  Route  :  By  rail  to 
Dalmellington  ;  thence  by  'bus  to  Carsphairn,  ten 
miles ;  thence  hire  to  Woodhead  lead  mines,  three 
miles  ;  thence  walk,  five  or  six  miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  puhlic,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c.] 

Perthshire  (continued). 

Perth  is  an  important  town,  and  the  capital  of 
one  of  the  largest  counties  in  Scotland.  It  is 
most  beautifully  situated  on  the  river  Tay,  which 
flows  through  it.  The  view  from  the  Bridge  of 
Perth,  looking  up  the  Tay,  with  the  North  Inch 
spread  along  its  banks,  and  the  mountain  peaks 
showing  on  the  distant  horizon,  is  one  of  the  most 
lovely  in  Scotland.  Perth  is  an  excellent  fishing 
centre,  as  many  streams  and  lochs  can  be  easily 
reached  from  it  by  rail  or  road.  Population, 
29,092.  Hotels:  The  Station  (communicating 
with  railway  platform),  the  Royal  George,  the 
Salutation,  the  Queen's,  the  Waverley,  and  Royal 
British  Hotel.  Visitors  to  Perth  can  fish  part  of 
the  Tay  belonging  to  the  city,  and  also  a  part 
still  lower  down  near  Kinfauns,  where  excellent 
sport  is  generally  got  late  in  the  season.  Re- 
spectable anglers  may  fish  the  river  all  up  the 
banks  of  the  North  Inch,  and  nearly  half  a  mile 
beyond,  but  there  is  no  public  right ;  it  is  merely 
by  favour  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield  and  Sir 
Thomas  Richardson,  Bart.,  of  Pitfour,  who  are 
the  proprietors.  A  great  many  waters  which 
are  free  or  by  living  at  hotels  are  within  easy 
reach  from  Perth,  such  a3  the  Earn  at  Crieff, 
the  Isla,  the  Braan,  the  Allan,  the  Almond,  the 
Ardle,  the  Blackwater,  the  Devon,  the  Dochart, 
the  Farg,  the  May,  the  Tummel,  Loch  Freuchie, 
Loch  Ard,  Loch  Boltachan,  Loch  Dochart,  Loch 
Earn,  Loch  Errochd,  Loch  Katrine,  Loch  Lub- 
naig,  Loch  of  Menteith,  Loch  Rannoch,  Loch 
Tay,  Loch  Tummel.  These  are  all  noticed,  how- 
ever, under  the  various  places  near  them. 

Pitlochrie  is  a  large  and  handsome  village  in 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  parts  of  the  Highlands 


of  Perthshire,  and  is  a  station  on  the  Highland 
Railway.  It  is  a  great  resort  of  health  seeker? 
and  tourists  in  summer,  and  has  excellent  hotel 
accommodation.  The  scenery  around  is  very 
lovely,  and  the  climate  bracing  and  delightful. 
It  is  a  good  fishing  centre.  Hotels  :  Fisher's  and 
Scotland's.  There  are  two  hydropathics  here. 
Visitors  can  fish  the  Tummel,  Loch  Tummel, 
Loch  Rannoch,  and  Loch  Errochd. 

(To  be  continued.) 


SALMON  IN  THE  THAMES. 


The  proposed  reintroduction  of  salmon  in  the 
Thames  (even  if  "  land-locked  "  fish)  again  draW3 
attention  to  the  existence  of  the  natural  migratory 
species  in  that  river  prior  to  1822,  and  the 
question  arises  that  when  the  "  land-locked " 
American  variety  are  introduced,  will  they  not,  in 
finding  a  way  down  stream,  proceed  to  the  estuary 
and  to  sea,  never  to  return  ?  Should  they  once 
get  down,  it  is  pretty  certain  they  would  never 
again  face  the  sewage  and  filth  to  be  passed  to  reach 
the  upper  waters  and  spawning  grounds.  It  is 
one  thing  to  propagate  a  species  of  Falmon  in 
"  land-locked  "  rivers  and  lakes,  and  where  it  is 
impossible  for  them  to  reach  the  sea,  but  quite 
another  to  place  the  once  land  -  locked  and 
supposed  acclimatised  fish  in  a  stream  where  they 
can  descend  to  the  ocean.  I  am  afraid  that  before 
salmon  of  any  species  can  be  beneficially  re- 
introduced in  the  Thames,  the  sewage  (ever 
increasing)  of  the  great  city  of  London,  and  its 
populous  suburbs,  will  have  to  be  curtailed  to  a 
very  great  extent  indeed.  This  is  a  question 
which  should  occupy  the  attention  of  our  greatest 
chemical  scientists,  and  all  local  boards  of  health 
and  sanitary  authorities,  with  a  view  to  prevent  a 
possibly  future  and  alarming  epidemic  amongst 
the  vast  and  overcrowded  population  of  the 
metropolis.  Referring  solely,  however,  to  the 
question  of  salmon  in  the  Thames  from  an  angling 
point  of  view,  the  following  quotations  from  a 
pamphlet,  entitled,  "Remarks  upon  the  former 
abundance  and  present  non-existence  of  Salmon 
in  the  Thames  and  other  Rivers,"  by  George 
Venables,  S.C.L.,  F.R.A.S.,  published  in  1874,  will 
be  found  of  great  interest. 

"  Probably  no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
beautiful  scenery  of  our  happy  island  will  hesitate 
to  pronounce  that  portion  which  presents  itself  to 
the  eye  of  a  voyager  on  the  Thames  from 
Twickenham  to  Henley  as  among  the  most  lovely 
specimens  of  richly  cultivated  and  inhabited 
localities  which  this  country  possesses.  It  lays 
no  claim  to  grandeur,  and  other  places  may  excel 
it  in  what  is  commonly  called  '  the  picturesque,' 
but  it  affords  an  unequalled  specimen  of  that  which 
is  the  peculiar  charm  of  England's  beauties,  viz., 
a  rich  and  fruitful  soil,  a  moderately  thick  popr. 
lation,  and  a  constant  variety  of  homely  but  lovely 
sights.  A  singular  circumstance  connected  with 
the  natural  history  of  this  part  of  England  has, 
however,  occurred  in  late  years,  to  which  circum- 
stance this  paper  will  be  chiefly,  though  not  ex- 
clusively, directed. 

"  How  conies  it  to  pass  that  the  Thames,  the 
noblest  river  in  England,  and,  if  valued  by  its 
other  sources  of  importance,  the  noblest  river  in 
the  world,  can  no  longer  boast  of  its  salmon 
fisheries  ?  How  is  it  that  its  proud  stream  affords 
no  such  attractions  to  the  fisherman  as  it  did  in 
the  early  part  of  this  century ;  and  as  it  sweeps  in 
graceful  homage  around  the  abode  of  royalty  at 
Windsor,  how  is  it  that  the  be3t  of  rivers  offers 
not,  in  its  ample  bosom,  to  her  most  gracious 
Majesty,  the  best  of  monarchs,  a  tribute  of  the 
best  of  fish  ? 

"  Even  a  building  speculator  might  wisely  make 
the  inquiry;  for  if  anything  could  enhance  the 
value  of  those  lovely  residences  which  adorn  the 
banks  of  the  Thames,  like  beads  of  pearl  upon  a 
thread  of  silver,  it  would  be  the  salmon  struggling 
through  the  weir  dam,  or  leaping  after  the  fly,  and 
occasionally,  too  (as  old  Izaak  Walton's  disciples 
should  revive),  lying  captive  upon  the  lawn  in 
front  of  which  he  had  often  so  gracefully  sported. 
We  examine  the  subject,  however,  rather  as  a 
fact  in  natural  history,  aided  in  this  by  some 
statistics  of  considerable  interest;  and,  in  other 
hands,  of  very  great  value. 

"The  earliest  laws  of  England  defended  the 
salmon  from  destruction  with  much  strictness. 
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It  is  not  likely  that  the  day  will  ever  return 
when  labourers  shall  stipulate  that  they  shall  not 
have  salmon  to  eat  oftener  than  three  days  a 
week  ;  and  it  appears  almost  incredible  that  any 
such  law  ever  existed  in  London ;  yet  I  have  been 
told  (I  cannot  verify  this)  that  such  was  the  case. 
However,  in  all  calculations  connected  with  the 
past  and  future  of  natural  history  in  this  kingdom, 
the  immense  growth  of  population  must  not  be 
forgotten.  We  can  well  believe  how  much  more 
numerous  all  kinds  of  fish  and  game  must  have 
been  when  the  whole  population  of  England  was 
not  larger  than  the  present  population  of  London, 
and  it  is  certain  that  a  great  increase  of  popula- 
tion must  tend  to  diminish  all  kinds  of  wild 
animals  and  of  fish;  but  I  am  persuaded  that 
this  in  no  way  accounts  for  the  cessation  of 
salmon  in  the  River  Thames. 

"  Before  distinctly  stating  that  which  seems  to 
have  brought  about  this  disaster,  I  think  that  a 
brief  digest  of  some  ancient  laws  regarding  the 
fisheries  of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  some 
anecdotes  connected  with  one  portion  of  the 
Thames,  may  not  be  uninteresting. 

Here  follow  extracts  from  Acts  of  Parliament 
from  the  time  of  King  Edward  I. 

Proceeding  to    the    actual    subject    of  the 
pamphlet,  an  account  of  salmon  in  the  Thames,  &c, 
the  writer  quotes  as  follows  from  a  memorandum 
book  left  by  an  old  man,  who  followed  the  avoca- 
tion of  a  fisherman  on  the  Thames  at  Cookham, 
and  whose  son  afterwards  held  right  of  fishery 
lower  down  the  river,  from  the  latter  of  whom  the 
information  was  obtained.    His  father's  manu- 
script book  is  entitled  "  An  Account  of  all  the 
Salmon  caught  at  Boulter's  Lock  and  the  con- 
tiguous part  of  the  Thames  from  1794  to  1821, 
both  years  included,  that  is  to  say,  twenty-eight 
years  or  seasons."  Brief  extracts  :  "  1791,  between 
May  20  and  Aug.  23,  fifteen  salmon,  weight  248.1b., 
average  16Ub.,  largest  fish  251b.,  smallest  ll^lb. ; 
1795,  nineteen  fish,  3281b.;  1796,  eighteen  fash  ; 
1797,  thirty-seven  salmon  weighing  670ilb,;  L98, 
sixteen  fish,  3171b. ;  1799,  thirty-six  fish ;  1800, 
twenty-nine  fish  going  3881b.;    1801,  sixty-six 
salmon   weighing  11241b.,  average  lab  each. 
From  this  year,  1801,  this  fishery  begins  to  lessen 
in  value,  and  in  twenty  years  is  extinct.    "  What 
can  have  happened  (the  writer  observes)  during 
that  short  period  to  drive  all  the  salmon  out  ot 
the  Thames,  in  which  they  have  sported  tor 
centuries  ?  "    The  record  of  fish  goes  on  till  1821, 
in  which  year  only  two  salmon  (the  last  taken) 
were  caught,  181b.  and  131b. 

As  causes  of  the  present  non-existence  ot  salmon 
in  the  river,  the  author  of  the  pamphlet  says  : 

"  It  is  argued  by  some  persons  that  the  cessation 
of  salmon  in  the  Thames  arises  from  local  causes 
entirely,  and,  amongst  other  causes,  from  the 
chemicals  used  in  factories  upon  the  river,  Ibat 
•  this  is  not  altogether  correct  is  certain,  from  the 
well  known  circumstance  that  more  fish  are  iound 
around  the  mills  than  in  any  other  spots  in  the 
river,  and  if  chemicals  were  the  cause  ot  the 
destruction  of  salmon,  it  seems  curious  that  all 
the  other  fish  are  not  killed  also.  Trout  are  not 
so  abundant  in  the  Thames  as  the^  once  were,  yet 
thev  cannot  be  called  a  scarce  fish." 

The  writer  varies  this  statement  by  adding 
a  footnote  that  in   "1862    they   are  rapidly 
diminishing  in  number,"  and  a  further  statement : 
"  1874, 1  really  believe  that  there  is  now  a  slight 
increase  of  trout  in  the  Thames." 
'  "  I  have  evidence  of  some  large  trout  being  in 
fine  condition  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ot  the 
noted  'Boulters  Lock'  but  a  few  weeks  ago. 
Nevertheless,  chemicals  do  exercise  a  very  per- 
nicious influence  in  the  rivers  upon  fish,  and 
doubtless  might  do  so  in  the  Thames  unless  care 
were  taken  to  prevent  this,  which  can  be  easily 
done.    Instances  have  occurred  on  the  lhames 
itself  in  which  fish  have  been  killed  by  an 
accidental  introduction  of  chemicals  into  the 
waters;  but  I  contend  this  cannot  be  the  cause 
of  the  destruction  of  salmon,  since  almost  every 
kind  of  fish,  and  trout  in  particular,  frequent  the 
tails  of  the  mill  streams  as  much  as  ever. 

"The  "Wycombe  stream,  indeed,  aftords  a 
lamentable  proof  of  what  can  be,  done i  by  in- 
difference in  reference  to  tins  matter.  Mr.  Hofland, 
in  hie  charming  little  work  on  fishing,  tells  some 
pleasing  tales  about  the  Wycombe  stream,  and 
speaks  of  catching  twenty  brace  of  •  trout  in  foui 
hours,  a  feat  which  I  have  no  doubt  was  per- 
formed, and  with  less  difficulty  than  there  would 


be  now  in  catching  as  many  in  four  years. 
Indeed,  if  my  information  be  correct,  there  is  not 
a  trout  left  in  the  stream."  Again  footnotes 
contradict  this  statement,  as  follows  :  "  A.D.  1866. 
There  are  still  a  few  trout  in  the  higher  part 
of  this  stream ;  the  trout,  which  once  were  so 
abundant  here,  were  remarkable  for  their  size. 
A.D.  1874.  There  are  a  few  good  trout  in  the 
'back  stream'  between  Wycombe  and  Loud- 
water,  also  'bull-heads,"  or  miller's  thumbs.'  " 

"  It  is  singular,  if  the  assertion  be  true — as  I 
believe  it  to  be — that  although  chemicals  are  not 
used  towards  the  top  of  the  stream,  there  are 
very  few,  if  any,  trout  even  there.    I  have  an  idea 
that  trout  are,  as  to  their  habits,  somewhat  like 
to  salmon,  and,  after  spawning,  migrate  town- 
wards.    This,  at  least,  is  my  impression.  Thus, 
then,  all  the  little  trout  streams  which  run  into 
the  Thames  would  furnish  it  with  an  importation 
of  trout  annually,  many  of  which  would  return 
presently  to  their  native  stream,  whilst  others 
might  remain  and  become  at  length  almost  too 
large  to  return  to  the  home  of  their  birth  in  the 
narrow  streamlet.    But  if  this  be  so,  it  is  easy 
to  see  how  the  Wycombe  stream  should  have  no 
trout,  or  at  least  very  few,  even  at  its  rise, 
because,  having  gone  downwards  towards  the 
Thames,  they  would  never  return,  being  met  on 
their  way  by  the  overpowering '  chemicals '  and  thus 
destroyed.  And  thus,  too,  the  Thameswould,  by  the 
loss  of  its  tribute,  reduce  the  number  of  trout, 
though  it  would  not  become  entirely  destitute,  since 
many  breed  in  the  Thames  itself.  If  every  gentle- 
man working  mills  upon  the  little '  Wyk '  would  de- 
termine so  to  arrange  the  use  of  chemicals-  as  to 
hinder  their  being  poured  wholesale  and  undiluted 
into  the  waters,  I  believe  that  presently  ten  brace 
of  trout  might  be  taken  in  four  hours  again. 
Springs,  too,  wherever  found  near  the  mam 
stream,  should  be  deepened  in  their  channels  and 
rendered  as  attractive  to  trout  as  possible.  Such 
places  would  form  '  harbours  of  refuge '  to  the 
fish,  as  the  chemicals  could  never  reach  those 
places.  . 

"What I  have  said  here  shows  how  thoroughly 
destructive  chemicals  are  to  fish ;  but  I  contend 
that  at  present  this  has  not  operated  to  any 
important  extent  in  the  Thames,  and  I  adduce,  as 
a  proof,  the  number  of  large  and  small  fish,  and 
of  trout  in  particular,  which  may  be  seen  around 
the  mills  on  the  Thames.    Possibly,  more  care 
has  been  taken  there  than  elsewhere,  and  the 
<n-eat  quantity  of  water  rushing  through  the 
mills  would  speedily  dilute  any  but  a  very  strong 
dose  of  chemicals.    Great  care  certainly  ought  to 
be  taken  in  this  particular,  but  I  feel  confident 
that  no  local  cause  has  driven  the  salmon  from 
the  Thames.     Indeed,  they  were  gone  before 
chemicals  were  used,  and,  I  repeat,  the  presence  ot 
lar^e  trout  now  shows  that  the  chief  cause  cannot 
be  local.    Assuming  this  to  be  correct,  it  re- 
mains to  inquire  what  difference  exists  betwixt 
the  trout  and  the  salmon  which  may  suggest 
the  solution  to  our  inquiry.     The  trout  may 
migrate  after  spawning  a  few  miles  down  stream, 
and  perhaps  (probably)  into  a  larger  river,  the 
salmon  migrate  down  to  the  sea  to  return  in  due 
season    What  changes,  then,  have  arisen  in  the 
course  of  travel  which  the  salmon  must  pursue  in 
its  way  down  the  Thames  to  breathe  the  saline 
draughts  of  the  Norc?    Assuming  that  salmon 
began  to  diminish  since  1750,  what  changes  may 
be  suggested  as  unitedly  ending  in  its  banishment 
from  the  Thames  P  ...  xi 

"  There  are  no  places  of  sufficient  si/e  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  to  injure  the  waters  by 
sewage  until  it  reaches  London;  but  having  swept 
along  its  graceful  way,  clear  and  sparkling-a 
fitter  river  for  the  king  of  fish  than  any  other  in 
Great  Britain-it  is  received  at  the  grandest  city 
in  the  world  by  constant  salutes  of  faith  and 
sewage,  Of  immense  value  if  men  would  learn 
cleanliness  from  God's  book  which  shows  that 
the  one  and  the  other  go  really  together.  Ihese 
constant  streams  of  filth  flowing  into  the  river, 
and  thrown  back  continually  by  the  tide,  reduce 
the  Thames  from  a  fine  salmon  river  into  a  mass 
of  moving  mud,  tossed  about,  and  prevented  from 
ever  depositing  itself  by  the  constant  agitation  of 
steamboats.  This  is,  I  am  persuaded,  the  duel  ol 
all  the  causes  which  reduced  our  friend  sd laiv 
from  11241b.  of  salmon  in  1801  to  ml  in  1822,  and, 
being  a  slowly  increasing  evil,  scarcely  felt  until 
the  population'became  larger,  that  it  was  a  century 
since  it  may  be  assumed  to  have  begun  to  operate, 


somewhere  about  1750,  and  to  have  gradually 
reduced  the  number  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the 
salmon  altogether.    A  great  authority  (Lardner, 
'  Naturalist's  Library '),  speaking  of  the  salmon  in 
America,  states  that  they  have  ceased  in  many  of 
the  American  rivers,  owing  to  the  steamboats.  If 
this  be  correct,  no  hope  remains  of  restoring 
salmon  in  the  Thames  ;  but  I  scarcely  think  that 
the  action  of  steamboats  alone  could  prove 
destructive.    I  should  rather  suspect  that  it  will 
be  found,  upon  close  examination,  that  the  Ameri- 
can towns,  even  if  they  do  not  pour  streams  of 
filth,  do  yet  permit  deleterious  and  poisonous 
mixtures  to  find  vent  in  their  rivers,  such  as  will 
destroy  any  fish  in  the  neighbourhood.    The  mere 
action  of  steamboats  upon  large  rivers  could  not, 
I  submit,  be  destructive,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
accumulation  of  filth  which  they  are  constantly 
stirring  up.    The  question  of  the  effect  of  steam- 
boats ought,  however,  to  be  well  investigated,  but 
we  may  remark  here  that  the  salmon  had  ceased 
in  the  Thames  before  steamers  plied  much  upon 
it.     I  am  persuaded  that  if  the  subject  be 
thoroughly  inquired  into,  it  will  be  found  that 
during  the  last  century  a  large  number  of  circum- 
stances have  arisen  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
every  one  of  which  has  exercised  a  pernicious 
influence  against  the  existence  of  salmon,  and, 
indeed,  of  any  other  fish.  Perhaps  the  locks  may  be 
reckoned  among  other  injurious  causes,  and  many 
persons  so  regard  them,  although  I  cannot  see 
how  they  act  very  injuriously  upon  a  flowing 
river,  since,  in  any  case,  an  open  waterway  remains. 
Nevertheless,  the  lock  at  Teddington  (Tide-end- 
Town)  is  popularly  regarded  as  a  great  obstruction 
both  to  salmon  and  to  eels.  I  suggest,  however,  that 
the  emptying  of  all  sorts  of  injurious  matter  into 
the  Thames  is  the  chief  and  increasing  source  of 
evil,  and  that  amongst  these  none  are  so  bad  as 
the  gasworks ;  indeed,  a  few  facts  connected  with 
gasworks  tally  with  remarkable  accuracy  with 
the  records  of  salmon  fishing  at  Boulter's  Lock. 
Thus  gasworks  began  to  be  used  in  London  about 
1813,  and  the  very  next  year  the  salmon  are 
diminishing  in  size  as  well  as  numbers !    In  1815 
an  action  was  brought  against  a  gas  company 
near  Salisbury-square  because  the  effluvia  from 
their  works  was  conducted  into  the  Thames,  in 
1819  the  '  Annual  Register '  tells  us,  '  They  are 
laying  down  gas  pipes  adjoining  Covent 


now     lajn-ug    vw-i*  r-v  —  .    7*     «  .-P  •  i 

Garden  preparatory  to  the  whole  ot  the  parish 
being  illuminated  with  gas.'  Two  years  after 
this  the  salmon  are  extinct."  .  ,  ,  . 

The  writer  finally  observes :  "  If  I  am  right  in 
my  conclusions,  I  may  venture  to  offer  a  few 
suggestions  by  which  it  is  highly  probable  that 
salmon  could  be  restored  to  the  Thames.  The 
first  of  these,  however,  is  entirely  dependent  upon 
the  Board  of  Health.    So  long  as  the  Thames, 
instead  of  being  the  noble  river   of  London, 
continues  to  be  thecommon  filthy  sewerof  that  city, 
no  hope  whatever  remains.  The  horrible  condition 
of  the  river  illustrates  with  fearful  accuracy  the 
results  of  vice  upon  a  community;  it  is  felt  in 
its  influences  where  it  is  little  suspected,  and 
where  it  even  seems  impossible.    The  absence  of 
salmon  at  Windsor,  and  Taplow,  and  Henley,  and, 
perhaps,  at  Oxford,  is  silent  testimony  to  the  condi- 
tion  of  the  water  at  London.    There  is  much  reason 
to  hope,  however,  that  this  state  of  things  will  not 
long  continue,  and  it  is  in  the  hope  that  a  grand 
effort,  worthy  of  the  city  of  London,  will  be  made 
to  carry  right  away  from  its  river  the  sewage, 
that    I    have    ventured    to    contemplate  the 
suggestions  which  ara  now  offered  with  much 
diffidence,  because  when  the  Board  of  Health 
begins  is  the  time  for  the  naturalist  to  begin  also. 
If  the  Thames  once  again  continues  its  course  to 
the  sea  with  the  clearness  it  still  possesses  before 
it  approaches  London,  all  other  difficulties  may, 
with  patient  perseverance,  be  overcome.    Let  only 
a  body  of  gentlemen  residing  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames  take  a  little  interest  in  the  matter,  and  in 
a  few  years  the  results  would  be  all  they  could 
desire.    Presuming  the  river  to  bo  freed  from  the 
sewage  of  London.  1  really  think  that  all  other 
needful  circumstances  maybe  obtained.  — K  V. 

Miss  Moi.i.u:  MacRak,  (daughter  of  Mr. 
James  MacRae  so  well-known  to  Wandle  anglers 
for  the  past  thirty  years  or  more)  is  giving  an 
exhibition  of  a  collection  of  her  sketches  in  oil 
and  water-colours  on  Feb.  19  arid  20  at  1, 
Stratford  Studios,  Stratford-road,  Kensington. 
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CAUDEBEC-EN-CAUX. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston,— I  think  you  will  like  to 
have  a  letter  from  me  from  this  quaint,  old-world, 
river-side  town,  especially  as  we  happen  to  have 
been  hero  at  such  a  very  interesting  time. 

We  crossed  from  Southampton  to  Havre  on 
July  28,  und  the  steamer  being  very  late  in  on 
account  of  the  lowness  of  the  tide,  we  were  all 
too  tired  and  hungry  to  seek  far  for  temporary 
quarters,  and  turned  in  at  one  of  the  hotels  on  the 
quay  side,  where  we  were  fairly  comfortable, 
though  the  charges  were  very  high. 

From  the  window  of  the  salon  we  could  see  the 
Honfleur  ferry  boats  and  the  big  fishing  smacks, 
with  their  muddy  brown  sails,  going  in  and  out ; 
and  it  was  very  evident,  even  to  a  casual  observer, 
that  there  was  plenty  of  sport  to  be  had  with  line 
and  tackle.for  as  we  sat  at  our  windows  woman  after 
woman  passed  with  baskets  full  of  living  fish, 
which  they  ottered  to  us  with  eager  gesticulation, 
though  it  was  scarcely  likely  that  people  stopping 
at  an  hotel  would  buy  food  for  themselves. 
There  is,  in  fact,  very  good  fishing  to  be  had  from 
the  various  piers  and  jetties  of  Havre— smelt, 
gobies,  and  shad  are  caught  with  lines  baited  with 
sandworms,  shrimps,  &c. ;  whilst  in  the  actual 
harbour,  and  all  along  the  outlying  coasts,  smelts 
are  caught  in  very  large  numbers  with  fine  tackle. 
From  Havre  the  ardent  sportsman  may  make 
many  pleasant  little  excursions  by  steamer  or  by 
train  to  such  places  as  Montvilliers,  Epouville, 
and  Rolleville,  all  on  the  river  Lezarde,  flowing 
into  the  Seine  a  couple  of  miles  below  Harfleur ; 
and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  can  be 
reached  in  half  an  hour  by  ferry  boat,  the  difficulty 
would  be  which  point  to  choose  as  headquarters, 
so  rich  are  the  environs  of  Harfleur  in  trout 
streams,  and  so  good  is  the  harvest  to  be  won  even 
from  the  rocks  along  the  shore. 

The  various  scenes  which  took  place  at  the 
corner  pump  outside  our  hotel  were  also  very 
interesting,  and  sometimes  most  amusing.  From 
the  first  thing  in  the  morning  till  late  at  night  a 
continuous  stream  of  men,  women,  and  children 
came  to  fill  and  cleanse  their  kettles,  saucepans, 
&c,  and  many  also  performed  their  toilettes  on 
the  pavement  beside  it.  It  was  an  exceedingly 
hot  day,  and  the  porters  loafing  about  on  the 
quays  waiting  for  jobs,  which  apparently  never 
came,  often  refreshed  themselves  with  a  draught 
of  the  pure  water.  One  of  them  actually  washed 
the  clothes  on  his  back  beneath  the  pump  with  a 
bit  of  soap,  which  he  evidently  looked  upon  as  a 
very  great  treasure,  a  crowd  of  people  looking  on 
at  his  proceedings  with  eager  interest.  He  wore 
a  white  cotton  shirt,  and  a  pair  of  much-patched 
brown  corduroy  trousers.  He  began  by  getting 
a  woman  to  pump  the  water  over  him  as  he  knelt 
beneath  the  spout ;  he  then  soaped  the  front  and 
sleeves  of  his  shirt,  wrung  them  well  out,  and 
smoothed  them  down  carefully ;  next  the  trousers 
received  the  most  minute  attention,  the  bit  of 
soap  travelling  into  every  crease.  After  about 
half  an  hour  of  this  dl  fresco  bath,  the  man  went 
off  in  his  dripping  clothes,  an  English  gentle- 
man, who  had  been  watching  him,  observing: 
"  That  man  evidently  has  not  a  thousand  shirts. 
I  honour  the  spirit  which  prefers  rheumatism  to 
dirt," 

The  groups  of  children  playing  in  the  street  in 
picturesque  rags  about  this  popular  pump  were 
also  very  amusing.  The  appearance  of  a  visitor 
to  the  hotel  at  the  window  was,  however,  the 
signal  for  all  fun  to  stop,  and  for  the  children  to 
gather  on  the  pavement  outside  to  stare  stolidly 
at  the  foreigner.  As  we  watched  a  party  of  thin 
hungry-looking  little  gamins  gazing  up  with  big 
black  eyes  at  my  little  daughter,  a  boy  of  about 
eight  years  old  suddenly  drew  out  from  beneath 
his  black  blouse  a  big  clasp  knife,  opened  it,  and 
pretended  to  plunge  it  into  his  heart.  Then, 
flinging  the  knife  aside,  he  fell  back  apparently 
lifeless,  with  a  smile  of  rapture  on  his  face.  It  is 
impossible  to  convey  in  words  the  dramatic 
realism  of  this  impromptu  action,  and  we  wondered 
whether  the  little  fellow  would  develop  into  a 
great  tragedian  or  a  common-place  assassin. 
Anyhow,  it  was  sadly  significant  that  such  a  mere 
baby  should  play  at  suicide. 

We  started  for  Caudebec-en-Caux  by  the  Rouen 
boat  Eclair  the  day  after  our  arrival  at  Havre, 
and  the  trip  was  a  most  enjoyable  one.  Beyond 
Harfleur  and  Honfleur  one  pretty  little  village 


succeeds  another,  each  with  its  picturesque 
church  rising  from  amidst  groups  of  thatched 
cottages,  surrounded  by  corn  fields  and  orchards. 
Where  passengers  wished  to  Land  the  steamer 
only  slightly  slackened  speed,  and  a  clumsy  boat, 
which  had  put  off  from  the  shore  to  meet  her,  was 
fastened  for  two  or  three  minutes  to  her  side.  It 
required  nerve  and  agility  to  spring  into  the  rock 
ing  boat  below,  and  the  luggage  was  tumbled 
after  its  owners  with  reckless  disregard  of  their 
toes.  Then,  amidst  much  waving  of  hats  and 
handkerchiefs  from  the  passengers  still  on  the 
steamer,  and  much  shouting  and  gesticulating 
from  the  sailors,  the  Eclair  sped  on  her  way  again, 
the  horrible  whistle  shrieking  and  the  dark  brown 
smoke  pouring  out  in  dense  volumes  from  the 
black  funnel. 

At  Villequier,  the  town  below  Caudebec,  we 
were  nearly  run  into  by  another  steamer,  which 
sheered  right  across  our  course  just  as  speed  was 
being  slackened.  The  excitement  on  board  our 
craft  may  be  imagined.  The  captain  paced  up 
and  down  his  bridge  like  an  enraged  lion, 
shouting  out  orders  to  back,  the  passengers 
crowded  into  the  bows,  and  we  exchanged 
a  few  disparaging  remarks  about  French  seaman- 
ship; but,  alas,  when  the  offender  passed  us 
a  few  minutes  afterwards  the  sad  truth  was 
revealed  that  she  hailed  from  our  own  county 
of  York.  We  did  not  wonder  that  the  captain  of 
the  Eclair  greeted  her  departure  with  the 
expressive  gesture  which  Victor  Hugo  calls  the 
final  condensation  of  Vironie  Francaise. 

We  looked  out  anxiously  when  Caudebec  came 
in  sight,  and  the  long  straight  row  of  new  hotels 
and  restaurants  on  the  quay  did  not  impress  us 
very  favourably ;  but  we  had  no  sooner  landed 
from  the  boat  which  brought  us  ashore  before  we 
saw  cause  to  change  our  opinion,  for  the  streets 
leading  up  into  the  town  are  many  of  them  still 
quaint  and  full  of  character. 

We  turned  up  the  Rue  de  1'  Hotel  de  Ville,  and 
one  of  the  first  things  which  caught  our  eyes  was  a 
large  advertisement  of  the  Capitaux  du  Monde, 
which  I  translated  for  you  three  years  ago,  as 
just  out !  We  very  soon  found  comfortable 
quarters  at  an  inexpensive  hotel,  away  from  the 
noisy,  fashionable  quay,  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
town,  with  a  view  on  one  side  of  the  church  and 
on  the  other  of  the  open  country,  the  road  to 
t  winding  in  and  out  amongst  the  woods. 

As  soon  as  we  were  settled  I  began,  of  course, 
to  make  inquiries  about  the  fishing  here,  and  the 
first  purchase  we  made  in  the  town  was  of  fishing 
tackle  for  the  boys.  Not  long  after  this  a  poor 
little  quivering  mulet  was  brought  to  me  as  a 
trophy  of  their  skill,  with  a  report  that  lots  of 
other  fishes  had  been  all  but  caught,  and  a  young 
sailor  was  offering  to  take  anyone  out  in  his  boat 
to  fish  if  only  he  or  she  would  give  him  a  few 
English  stamps.  What  an  opportunity  for  ardent 
anglers,  is  it  not  ?  There  are  always  rows  of 
men  and  boy3  fishing  along  the  quays,  and 
I  have  seen  several  pass  with  strings  of 
mullet  and  quantities  of  smelt;  but  it  is 
chiefly  in  the  streams  and  rivulets  flowing 
into  the  Seine  that  really  good  sport  is  to  be  had, 
for  the  canalisation  of  the  Seine,  as  the  French 
call  the  embanking  and  dredging  of  the  last  few 
years,  has  improved  away  the  breeding  places. 
Numbei-s  of  fish  do,  however,  manage  to  struggle 
into  existence,  for  when  we  are  out  boating  we 
see  them  skimming  along  the  top  of  the  water, 
often  falling  a  prey  to  the  herons  for  ever  on  the 
watch.  Exquisitely  beautiful  are  the  valleys 
through  which  flow  the  tributaries  of  the  great 
river,  with  their  fruit  trees  bending  beneath  their 
weight  of  apples,  pears,  or  plums;  their  farms 
with  the  wide-spreading  hedgeless  wheat  fields  and 
pastures ;  their  thatched  cottages  grouped  about 
the  banks ;  their  orchards  full  of  live  stock — pigs, 
calves,  poultry,  children,  all  mixed  together  in  the 
most  picturesque  confusion.  We  were  in  time  for 
the  harvest,  and  in  our  walks  and  drives  we  came 
upon  many  a  scene  of  idyllic  beauty,  the  men  in 
their  pale  blue,  pink,  or  mauve  blouses,  the  women 
in  high  caps  and  blue  aprons  over  their  tucked  up 
petticoats  pausing  in  their  work  of  binding  up  the 
golden  grain  to  gaze  at  us  and  bid  us  bon  jour. 
Or  in  some  narrow  lane  we  might  at  any  moment 
come  upon  a  harvest  wain,  with  the  reapers — men 
and  women— grouped  upon  the  piled  up  sheaves 
singing  an  old,  old  refrain  which  has  been  handed 
down  from  generation  to  generation,  waving  a 
goose  on  a  spit  all  ready  for  the  roasting,  drinking 


long  draughts  of  cider  from  quaintly  shaped 
earthenware  jugs,  or  alighting  to  dance  together 
amongst  the  wild  flowers  on  the  wayside.  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  was  in  a  neighbourhood  in  all  my 
wanderings  in  Europe  or  America  where  there  are 
so  many  beautiful  villages,  so  mention  but  a  few ; 
on  the  one  side  :  there  are  Villequier,  inseparably 
connected  with  the  memory  of  Victor  Hugo,  who 
so  often  came  to  pray  by  the  tomb  of  his 
daughter,  who  was  drowned  with  her  husband  in 
a  boating  accident  on  the  Seine  four  months 
after  their  marriage;  and  the  little  hamlet  of 
Notre  Dame  de  Barre  y  va,  with  its  wayside 
chapel  dating  from  1216,  close  to  which  is  the 
cave  in  the  chalk  cliff  overlooking  the  river, 
tenanted  from  time  immemorial  by  one  hermit 
after  another,  and  even  now  the  home  of  a 
labourer  and  his  wife,  who  have  made  a  beautiful 
garden  on  the  open  roadside.  Higher  up  the 
river  are  St.  Gertrude,  St.  Arnoult,  with  its 
church  and  shrine  of  mediaeval  date,  Allouville, 
with  its  giant  oak,  990  years  old  at  least,  in  the 
trunk  of  which  two  little  chapels  were  hewn  out, 
the  lower  one  in  1696,  and  the  \ipper  consider- 
ably later.  Anyone  of  these  villages  might  well 
have  been  the  home  of  Georges  Sands'  champi,  so 
exactly  does  her  beautiful  description  of  the  corn 
fields  and  valleys  surrounding  it  apply  to  those 
near  Caudebec.  Here,  as  there,  no  hideous 
modern  implements  of  agriculture  disfigure  the 
fair  and  peaceful  scenes ;  great  wooden  ploughs 
are  still  drawn  by  pairs  of  oxen,  either  of  which 
would  pine  away  and  die  if  he  lost  his  "  brother." 
Here  sowing  by  hand  and  thrashing  with  flails  are 
still  practised,  and  from  the  open  doors  of  the 
cottages  comes  the  sound  of  the  creaking,  growl- 
ing hand  loom  or  the  pleasant  whirr  of  the 
spinning  wheel.  Nancy  Bell. 

(To  be  continued.) 


EXPERIENCE  TEACHES. 


One  !  two !  three !  four !  five !  six  I  seven ! 
eight !  nine !  ten !  eleven  ! — twelve  I  And  as  the 
last  stroke  of  the  clock  of  1896  boomed  out  and 
ushered  in  1897,  a  certain  four  piscators  rose  to 
then*  feet  as  one  man,  and,  simultaneously 
clinking  glasses  held  high  overhead,  drunk  "  tight 
lines  "  to  each  other  in  the  new  year. 

It  is  a  good  old  toast,  and  the  four  with  whom 
we  are  just  now  more  particularly  concerned  were 
just  the  right  sort  of  men  to  mean  and  do  justice 
to  it.  Totally  different  in  physique,  they  were 
vastly  similar  in  manner,  and,  to  a  certainty,  they 
differed  not  one  jot  in  their  great  love  of  angling, 
only  that  in  each  case  the  pet  branch  of  the  gentle 
craft  varied.  Thus,  Tom  "  swore  by "  the  long 
roach  rod  of  the  Lea  pattern  and  its  accompany- 
ing line  of  gossamer  fineness ;  Dick  preferred  to 
handle  10ft.  of  taper  greenheart,  with  which  he 
could  propel  a  dainty  Dun  in  a  masterly  manner ; 
Harry  discovered  his  greatest  pleasure  in  handling 
a  spinning,  paternoster,  or  snap  outfit  in  pursuit 
of  the  mighty  luce ;  while  Jack's  keenest  delight 
was  to  wield  a  light  leger  in  pursuit  of  big  barbel. 
Yet  neither  disdained  to  indulge  in  the  favourite 
branch  of  the  others,  should  occasion  occur. 

Of  course,  it  was  New  Year's  Eve ;  of  course, 
they  were  "  snugly  ensconced  in  a  smoking  sanc- 
tum ;  "  and,  of  course,  the  whisky  and  the  bacca 
were  close  at  hand.  This  is  all  orthodox,  and  as 
it  should  be. 

"Take  it  all  round,"  remarked  Tom  as  the 
quartette  resumed  their  seats  after  having  done 
full  (or  rather  empty)  justice  to  the  time-honoured 
toast,  "I  think  the  past  season  has  been  of  a 
disappointing  character.  I  have  only  had  nine 
roach  over  lib.  in  weight,  and  I  consider  that  to 
be  a  poor  record.  Still,  I  have  done  less  fishing 
in  '96  than  for  many  a  previous  year,  and  after 
all,  that  21b.  2oz.  specimen  is  the  second  best  fish 
that  has  ever  fallen  to  my  rod.  What  lends 
additional  interest  to  its  capture  is  the  fact  that 
it  convinced  a  sceptic  of  the  suitability  of  the  Lea 
outfit  as  a  means  of  basketing  a  big  roach.  I 
caught  it  in  old  Peter  Garr's  water,  and  if  there 
is  one  thing  in  the  world  Peter  is  more  fond  of 
than  fishing,  it  is  singing  the  praises  of  the  big 
roach  that  have  in  his  mill  head  their  home. 
Ever  since  Peter  rented  the  mill — now  four 
years  back— he  has  been  pressing  me  to  go 
down  and  give  the  water  a  trial,  and  certainly 
his  stories  of  the  shoals  of  2-pbunders  sunning 
themselves  on  the  surface  during  the  summer 
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months,  have  made  my  fingers  itch  more  than 
once  ;  so  this  season  I  determined  to  try  my  luck, 
and  although  it  is  a  long  journey  to  go  for  a  day 
or  two's  roaching,  I  turned  up  at  the  mill  one 
evening  with  my  old  favourite  Sowerbutt.  Peter 
was  very  pleased  to  see  me,  but  he  ridiculed  my 
outfit.     '  It's  no  more  use,  Tommy,'  he  said, 
than  a  penny  rod  and  a  piece  of  cotton !  My 
roach  want  holding,  I  can  tell  you ;  and  a  reel  is 
necessary;    your  tight  line  apparatus  will  be 
smashed  up  for  a  certainty.'    I  told  him  that  I 
would  risk  the  breakage,  and  the  morning  found 
me  seated  on  the  bank  of  the  mill  pond  at  a  very 
decent  looking  swim.    In  most  mill  heads  one 
gets  very  little,  if  any,  perceptible  current,  but 
Peter's  water  proved  to  be  an  exception  to  the 
rule.    Through  the  valley  in  which  it  is  situated 
runs  a  stream  of  considerable  volume,  and  this 
stream  is  utilised  by  several  millers.    Peter's  mill 
is  almost  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  and  his 
mill  head  is  formed  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
stream  enters  and  hugs  one  shore  only,  that  from 
which  I  was  fishing ;  consequently,  although  the 
sheet  of  water  for  the  most  part  was  shallow, 
quite  a  nice  stream  was  maintained    in  the 
channel  about  ten  feet  from  the  bank ;  indeed,  I 
found  a  good  6ft.  of  slowly  gliding  water  in  the 
spot  at  which  I  was  located.  Peter  accompanied  me 
— I  really  beheve  in  order  to  see  me  smashed  up. 
Having  plumbed  the  depth,  I  started  to  fish  in 
the  orthodox  Lea  style,  and  my  float  had  hardly 
travelled  half-way  down  the  swim  when  the 
welcome  tilt  came,  and  I  was  fast  in  a  good  fish.  It 
made  the  most  use  of  its  pound  proportions,  as  did 
also  several  of  its  confreres  of  their  lesser  weight, 
indeed,  as  Peter  had  said,  his  roach  fought 
well,  and  wanted  some  holding.    But  for  some 
time  the  first  fish  proved  to  be  the  biggest 
specimen.   I  had  several  well  over  ^lb.,  but  could 
not  get  fast  into  a    real    big  'un.    It  was 
interesting  to  notice  how  Peter  gradually  came  to 
think  better  of  the  tight  line  outfit ;  the  ease 
and  promptness  with  which  I  could  respond  to 
the  slightest  knock  of  a  fish  was  soon  impressed 
upon  him,  but  even  then  he  was  very  loth  to  give 
in  entirely.    '  Wait  till  you  get  a  ljlb.  or  a  21b. 
fish,'  he  said,  'and  then  you  will  find  out  the 
difference.'    My  only  regret  was  that  I  did  not 
get  the  chance  to  try  my  hand  at  the  big  'uns. 
At  last  I  decided  to  change  to  a  tight  line  float 
leger,  and  this  did  the  trick.    Right  on  the 
bottom  I  hooked  a  roach  well  on  to  lAlb.,  and  he 
certainly  was  good  game.    Again  and  again  he 
pointed  me,  and  more  than  ©nee  my  top  joint  was 
submerged,  but  the  gut  stood  and  the  long 
pole    told    the    old,   old    story.    Peter  was 
quite  excited  while    the    struggle  was  going 
forward,  and  when  the  fish  was  basketed  he 
was  as  delighted  as   myself.    '  Shouldn't  have 
thought  it  possible,'  he  exclaimed ;  '  1  should  like 
to  try  my  hand  at  it.'     Of  course,  I  willingly 
handed  my  rod  to  him,  and  he  soon  proved  that, 
although  in  the  hands  of  a  novice  at  '  tight- 
lining,'  it  was  a  very  deadly  weapon  indeed. 
After  I  resumed  possession  of  the  rod,  I  drove  the 
steel  into  that  21b.  2oz.  specimen.    My  journey  to 
Peter's  water  not  only  convinced  my  genial  friend 
of  the  usefulness,  nay,  the  superiority,  of  the  Lea 
outfit  for  roach  fishing,  but  it  also  taught  me  a 
lesson.    In  mill  heads,  to  get  the  bigger  fish, 
which  certainly  feed  on  the  bottom,  the  float 
leger  is  the  tackle  that  should  be  used." 

"There  is  always  something  to  be  learned  in 
angling,"  chimed  in  Jack.  ."  As  you  all  know,  I 
have  studied  barbel  fishing  for  several  years,  and 
I  am  constantly  learning  new  wrinkles.  Ground- 
baits  and  different  methods  of  baiting,  hook  baits, 
and  even  tackles,  are  always  open  to  improve- 
ment. Almost  invariably  I  use  a  leger  for 
barbel,  and  until  this"  past  year  I  thought  the 
orthodox  pattern  perfect.  I  have  good  reason 
now  to  think  otherwise.  Fishing  with  an  old 
angling  chum  of  mine,  at  a  famous  barbel  '  shop  ' 
on  the  Thames,  I  had  an  eye-opener  in  the  fact 
that  my  friend  never  missed  a  knock.  It's  not 
many  that  I  fail  to  successfully  respond  to,  but 
he  never  missed  one ;  and  he  put  it  all  down  to 
the  peculiar  style  of  leger  which  he  used,  or, 
rather,  I  should  say,  the  paternoster-leger,  for  it 
was  a  little  of  each.  Instead  of  the  sliding 
bullet,"  or  barrel-lead,  usually  associated  with  the 
orthodox  leger,  he  had  an  ordinary  pear-shaped 
,  paternoster  lead  attached  to  about  8in.  or  9in.  of 
fine  trout  gut ;  at  the  other  end  of  this  length  of 
gut  was  bound  on  one  of  those  small  revolving 


rings  which  are  generally  fitted  to  the  top  end 
ring  of  a  fly  rod.  The  main  line  passed  through 
this  ring  in  the  same  way  as  it  passes  through  the 
leger  lead  and  the  ring  was  restricted  in  its 
position  on  the  line  by  a  couple  of  large  shot  as 
usual.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  strike  was 
made  through  the  ring,  the  lead  hanging  free 
some  eight  or  nine  inches  below.  When  my  chum 
first  fitted  the  tackle  up  I  was  inclined  to  ridicule 
his  idea ;  but  experienta  docet,  I  soon  had  cause  to 
alter  my  opinion,  and  I  soon  realised  the 
advantage  of  the  '  new  '  leger.  When  the  line  was 
swung  into  the  swim  the  bait  worked  down 
stream  until  the  ring  run  home  to  the  top 
shot;  next  the  9in.  of  fine  gut  attached  to  the 
lead  extended  itself;  the  angler  then  carefully 
winched  in  as  much  line  as  was  allowed  between 
the  two  shots.  When  a  knock  came  and  the  fish 
travelled  away,  the  angler  struck,  not,  as  is  often 
the  case  the  leger  lead,  but  direct  on  the  fish.  If 
in  course  of  play  the  lead  got  hung  up,  the  fine 
gut  easily  parted,  and  the  angler  was  still  on  his 
fish.  So  successful  was  my  friend  with  his  tackle 
that  I  used  one  of  his  myself,  and  with  my  first 
fish  found  a  decided  improvement.  I  had  some 
idea  that  the  pear  lead  might  foul  the  main  line, 
but  in  practice,  with  ordinary  care  I  found  this 
was  not  the  case.  I  have  stuck  to  my  friend's 
pattern  of  leger  since,  and  have  had  good 
cause  to  congratulate  myself  upon  having 
adopted  it." 

"  Ah,"  remarked  Harry,  "  that's  something  like 
Jardine's  pattern  of  pike  paternoster,  only  the 
bait  is  below,  and  the  lead  on  the  short  length  of 
gut  is  above.  Like  Tom,  I  cannot  say  that  I  had 
a  successful  season  last  year,  and  so  far  I  have 
not  done  overmuch  this  season,  which  started  with 
me  in  October  last.  Of  two  things  at  least  I 
grow  more  and  more  convinced  each  year,  and 
these  are ;  in  spinning  for  pike,  which  as  you  know 
is  my  favourite  method  of  negotiating  the  capture 
of  Esox  Lucius  ;  a  '  wobbling '  bait  is  best,  and,  so 
long  as  you  keep  the  bait  in  motion,  you  cannot 
spin  too  slowly.  Another  thing  I  am  pretty  well 
convinced  about  is  that,  wherever  possible,  you 
should  spin  with  your  lead  above  the  bait,  not 
inside  the  bait.  Of  course,  the  latter  is  much 
easier  to  manipulate,  and  under  certain  circum- 
stances it  must  be  used ;  but  I  am  positively  sure 
that  Mr.  Pike  recognises  the  presence  of  the  lead 
in  the  fish  when  he  takes  the  bait,  and  immedi- 
ately drops  it  four  times  out  of  six.  I  had 
clear  proof  of  this  only  a  fortnight  ago,  when 
I  was  fishing  with  a  pal  of  mine  in  Sussex. 
The  water  was  fairly  clear  of  weed,  and  of 
a  good  depth,  so  I  fastened  my  lead  quite 
2ft.  Sin.  above  my  bait.  My  friend  used  a  tackle 
which  necessitated  the  insertion  of  the  lead  in  the 
stomach  of  the  bait.  Now,  we  were  both  fishing 
from  the  same  boat,  and  all  other  conditions  were 
equal,  barring  that  I  might  have  a  leetle  more 
experience  than  he  ;  but  fish  after  fish  struck  at 
his  bait  and  immediately  left  it,  whereas  I 
experienced  no  such  annoyance ;  indeed,  the  fish 
were  feeding  very  freely.  I  told  my  friend  that 
the  cause  of  his  '  bad  luck,'  in  my  opinion,  was 
that  the  pike  recognised  the  presence  of  the  lead 
and  dropped  the  bait.  To  thoroughly  test  the 
matter,  we  changed  tackles,  with  the  result  that  I 
experienced  his  '  bad  luck  '  (as  he  had  termed  it), 
and  he  hooked  and  killed  three  fish  in  succession. 
After  that  he  discarded  the  tackles  with  the  lead 
in  the  bait  for  that  day." 

"According  to  that,  Harry,"  said  Dick,  "you 
would  condemn  all  the  legion  of  tackles  on 
the  market  which  are  made  on  the  principle  of 
thrusting  the  lead  into  the  bait  ?  " 

"  Most  decidedly  I  would,"  Harry  replied, 
emphatically ;  "  and  another  thing,  I  would  throw 
half  or  more  of  the  artificial  baits  on  the  fire. 
They  are  little  or  no  use  at  any  time,  and  certainly 
should  never  be  used  when  natural  baits  are 
available.  Neither  do  I  care  for  any  of  the  tackles 
having  fans  at  the  head  of  the  baits  ;  and,  more 
than  that,  I  each  year  prove  that  getting  my 
hooks  as  small  and  as  light  in  the  wire  as  is  con- 
sistent with  the  work  they  have  to  do  iB  the  right 
tiling.  Another  thing,  two  trebles  and  a  lip  hook 
are  quite  enough  for  a  spinning  tackle ;  what  can 
you  want  more 't  To  sum  up,  my  idea  is,  as  little 
armament  connected  with  your  bait  as  is  possible, 
so  that  when  a  fish  does  strike  you  he  does  not 
crunch  down  upon  Jib.  of  lead  and  steel — believe 
me,  he  doesn't  expect  to  find  it  there ! " 
"  Do  you  ever  use  a  flying  triangle  with  your 


pike  spinning  flights  ?  "  inquired  Dick.  "  It's  a 
rare  tip  with  the  trout  spinner." 

"  Yes,  I  have  used  them  frequently,  more 
especially  in  open  waters,  and,  what's  more,  I've 
profited  by  their  use.  In  some  waters  the  fish, 
even  when  they  are  feeding,  are  very  sluggish, 
and  your  bait  is  missed  by  only  half  a  hand's 
length,  then  the  flying  triangle  has  'em. 
Sometimes  it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  speed 
of  the  spin,  and  here  again  the  flying  triangle 
comes  in  useful.  But  take  it  all  round,  I  do  not 
think  the  '  fliers  '  are  necessary  to  the  pike  fisher." 

"  What  about  floats,  Harry  ?  " 

"  Well,  I  don't  go  in  for  float  fishing  much,  and 
when  I  do  I  do  not  use  the  ordinary  gaudy  green, 
ruddy  red,  or  brilliant  blue  specimens  of  the 
tackle  shops,  most  of  which,  by-the-by,  are  far  too 
short  and  thick,  as  well  as  too  showily  painted. 
I  have  mine  turned  out  of  the  plain  cork,  and 
simply  give  them  a  good  coat  of  size.  It  lasts 
quite  as  long  as  the  floats  do.  I  also  have  mine 
longer  and  thinner,  and  far  more  taper  at  each 
end,  so  that  they  can  clear  their  way  through 
the  weeds  easier.  Pilots  the  same,  and  I  always 
use  pilots.  But,  there,  hasn't  Dick  anything  to 
tell  us  ?  " 

Evidently  Dick  had,  for  he  settled  himself 
comfortably  in  his  chair  ("comfortably"  for 
Dick  meant  that  the  chair  was  tilted  back  upon 
its  hind  legs  until  quite  a  hazardous  angle  was 
attained,  in  which  position  our  angler  quietly 
see-sawed  the  while  he  said  what  he  had  to  say), 
and  proceeded  as  follows  : 

"  Perhaps  you  fellows,  who  only  go  in  for  roach 
poles,  tight  lines,  barbel  legers,  and  spinning 
flights  for  pike,  can  hardly  appreciate  the  fact 
that  during  the  past  season  I  have  been  studying — 
practically  testing  I  should  rather  say — a  theory 
in  fly-fishing  for  trout  which  most  anglers  would 
pooh  !  pooh  !  if  it  were  only  merely  mentioned,  in 
sober  earnestness.    But  such  is  the  fact.    I  have 
been  trying  to  prove  whether  or  not  it  is  advisable 
to  always  use  the  exact  artificial  presentment  of 
the  natural  fly  that  may  be  rising  from  the  water ; 
and  in  the  course  of  my  experiments  I,  too,  have 
proved  that  '  experience  teaches.'    I  was  lead  to 
make  these  experiments  from  the  fact  that  I  had 
repeatedly  noticed  one  could  kill  a  fish  with,  say, 
for  the  sake  of  illustration,  a  March  Brown  when 
no  March  Browns  were  hatching  out,  and  yet  the 
fish  would  refuse  some  delicate  dun  the  while 
hundreds  of  that  particular  fly  were  on  the  water. 
Now  I  don't  mean  to  say  for  a  single  moment  if 
there  were  a  good  rise  of  obve  duns  that  I  should 
start  fishing  with  a  March  Brown ;  nothing  of  the 
sort ;  I  should  start  with  an  exact  imitation  (or  as 
near  as  I  could  match  it)  of  the  natural  fly  rising. 
But  I  do  mean  to  say  that  if  the  fish  refused  my 
artificial,  after  repeated  trials,  1  should  then  try 
any  other  pattern,  preferably  one  in  direct  contrast 
to  the  fly  hatching  out.  I  don't  want  you  fellows  to 
think  that  I  have  wasted  all  my  time  trying  these 
experiments.    Nothing  of  the  sort.    But  what  I 
have  done  is  this :  When  I  have  tried  the  exact 
imitation  over  a  rising  fish  without  succeeding  in 
hooking  my  gentleman,  I  have  negotiated  his 
capture  with  some  outlandish  fancy  fly— vtry 
often  with  success.    Take  one  day's  experience  as 
a  fair  sample.    On  a  certain  Derbyshire  stream 
there  was  a  capital  rise  of  Dark  Olives  all  through 
the  day ;  but  several  fish  that  would  not  accept 
the    artificial    presentment  of  that  ephemeral 
succumbed  to  the  attractions  of  a  Red  Tag,  a 
Orey  Quill  Gnat  dressed  with  a  yellow  tag,  a. 
Black  Gnat  dressed  with  a  white  kid  t  ig,  and  a 
March  Brown  dressed  with  an  Ibis  tag.    I  am  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  this  ;  but  it  is  none  the  less  a 
fact.    Another  remarkable  fact  in  this  connection 
is  that  it  was  no  use  fishing  on  with  the  fancy  fly 
that  had  killed  the  one  fish.  What  I  mean  is  this  i 
I  would  get  to  a  stubborn  fish  that  refused  the 
artificial  Olive  but  accepted  the  Red  Tag;  the 
next  stubborn  one  would  turn  up  his  nose  at  the 
Red  Tag,  but  a  Black  Gnat  with  white  kid  tag 
proved  too  much  for  his  troutship,  aud  so  on. 
The  most  remarkable  thing  of  all  is  that  when 
Iron  Blues  are  hatching  out  no  other  fly  but  am 
exact  imitation  i«  of  the  xlighteat  line.     Ab  Dick 
Swiveller  would  say, '  this  is  a  staggerer.'  " 

The  blue  smoke  from  the  four  pipes  curled 
upwards,  the  whisky  in  the  four  glasses  got  lower 
—and  lower  again !  And  still  the  four  friends 
talked  on.  When  they  finally  parted  they  had 
mutually  agreed  that  the  art  of  angling  was  never 
perfectly  mastered,  that  there  was  always  some- 
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thing  to  learn,  and  that  the  only  means  of  gaining 
the   desired  knowledge  was  experience.  They 
were  about  right  in  their  conclusions.  Without 
shadow  of  a  doubt "  experience  teaches." 

N'l  M  PORTE. 


WARNEK'S  WIRE  (JIMP  TRACE. 


Wk  have  received  the  following  letter  from 
Messrs.  J.  Warner  and  Sons  : 

Hewell  Works,  Redditch, 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marbton,  Feb.  f),  1897. 

Dear  Sir, — The  trace  we  send  on  our  regis 
tered  card  is  made  from  a  pliable  wire  that  will 
not  "  kink,"  and  in  comparison  to  its  fineness  is 
remarkably  strong.  We  also  guarantee  it  to  be 
perfectly  rustproof.  You  will  notice  the  one  sent 
has  been  tested'  up  to  101b.  dead  weight.  We 
make  in  several  thicknesses  and  lengths,  to  suit 
all  kinds  of  anglers  and  angling.  Trusting  you 
will  think  well  enough  of  this  and  our  new  card 
to  notice  them  in  your  paper. — We  are,  sir,  yours 
sincerely,  J.  Warner  and  Sons. 

We  gave  Messi^s.  Warner's  wire  trace  the 
severest  test  it  is  likely  to  experience  in  actual 
fishing,  that  is,  we  purposely  kinked  it  and  then 
could  not  break  it  at  the  kink  by  pulling  with  two 
hands.  We  wisb  all  our  Jardine  snaps  were 
mounted  on  this  wire  gimp  instead  of  most  of 
them  being  on  ordinary  silk  covered  with  wire. 
Some  years  ago  Messrs.  Farlow  made  for  us  some 
pike  snaps  mounted  on  plaited  annealed  wire — 
they  answered  admirably. 

The  "  Handy  Cast  and  Trace  Card,"  referred  to 
by  Messrs.  Warner  in  their  letter,  is  an  excellent 
idea — as  simple  as  it  is  effective. 


A  STRANGE  STREAM. 


The  streams,  rivers,  and  springs  of  Old 
London  have  interests  for  different  people  in 
different  ways.  The  county  councillor  or  vestry- 
man talks  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been 
"  monopolised,"  and  how  they  might  again  be 
utilised  for  London's  water  supply.  The  angler, 
of  course,  gives  a  sigh  for  the  days  when  "  tight 
lines  "  could  be  had  round  the  near  suburbs  of 
London,  and  the  sanitarian  and  medical  man  will 
discourse  learnedly  of  the  Spas  which  abounded 
at  St.  Pancras,  Islington,  Lambeth,  and 
Norwood,  where  people  used  to  go,  as  they 
now  go  to  Baden-Baden,  "  to  take  the  waters." 
Some  fifty  years  ago  a  very  queer  stream  was 
discovered  out  Whitechapel  way. 

Its  discovery  came  about  in  a  strange  manner. 
A  policeman — it  was  near  enough  to  Sir  Robert 
Peel's  period  for  the  officer  to  be  known  as  a 
*  Bobby" — came  across  a  servant  girl  who 
had  suddenly  sat  down  on  a  Whitechapel 
doorstep.  It  was  no  strange  thing  for  a  policeman 
and  a  housemaid  to  be  having  a  chat,  but 
something  in  the  girl-'s  manner  attracted  unusual 
attention.  Her  hair  was  dishevelled,  her  face 
flushed,  her  speech  thick,  and  there  was  a  wild 
look  in  her  eye.  A  few  sympathetic  bystanders 
saw  the  girl  home,  and  they  found  no  difficulty  in 
accounting  for  her  condition  when  they  discovered 
that  she  was  housemaid  at  a  distillery. 

"  I  wouldn't  have  a  daughter  of  mine  employed 
at  such  a  place,"  said  Mr.  Stiggins,  with  upturned 
eyes. 

"  Don't  I  wish  I  had  her  sitiwation,"  said  a  fat 
woman. 

"  Poor  girl,  it's  the  hot  weather  more  than  the 
drink  that's  overcome  her,"  said  a  motherly  soul, 
and  when  the  partially  recovered  girl,  who  over- 
heard the  remark,  declared  that  she  had  drunk 
nothing  but  water,  several  ejaculated  "  walker  ! " 
believing  that  only  a  bom  idiot,  living  at  a 
distillery,  would  be  content  to  quench  her  thirst 
with  aqua  para. 

The  housemaid's  peculiar  malady  seemed  to  be 
infectious.  A  few  days  after  several  other  female 
servants  at  the  distillery  had  their  locks  unkempt, 
a  wild  glare  in  their  eyes. 

"  You  hussies !  You're  tipsey,"  said  the  house- 
keeper with  a  flutter  of  her  silk  ribbons  and  a 
passionate  quiver  that  made  her  bunch  of  keys 
rattle. 

'  It's  not  true;  we.  have  drunk  nothing  but 
water,"  was  the  reply. 

The  housekeeper  didn't  believe  them,  but  she 
good  naturedly  put  the  girls  to  bed ;  and,  what 


is  more,  said  nothing  about  their  condition  to  the 
master. 

The  fact  is,  the  housekeeper  was  puzzled.  The 
girls  were,  indubitably  drunk,  but  how  did 
they  get  at  the  spirits  P  The  housekeeper  knew 
perfectly  well  that  in  a  distillery  "  strong  waters  " 
were  more  difficult  to  get  at  than  in  an  ordinary 
private  house,  for  the  vigilance  of  the  master  was 
here  supplemented  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Excise 
officers,  who  knew — or  were  supposed  to  know — 
how  every  half  pint  of  spirits  came  and  went. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  days  the  peculiar 
malady,  which  had  made  the  servant  so  hilarious, 
afflicted  some  of  the  lower  animals.  A  horse  which 
had 'drunk  pretty  freely  at  his  trough  displayed 
some  strange  antics,  whilst  another  horse 
positively  refused  to  touch  the  water  at  all.  The 
ostler  tasted  the  water,  and  found  that  it  had  a 
remarkably  strong  flavouring  of  whiskey. 

Not  very  long  after,  but  long  enough  for  the 
singular  story  told  by  the  servants,  and  pai-tly 
confirmed  by  the  ostler,  to  be  almost  forgotten, 
the  ragamuffin  boys  in  the  Whitechapel-road  were 
in  high  glee — a  pipe  had  burst,  and  the  urchins 
were  dancing  round  it;  one  of  them  tasted  the 
fluid,  and  electrified  his  companions  by  shouting, 
"  It's  gin  ! " 

A  few  women  round  heard  his  remark,  and  recog- 
nised him  as  an  authority  on  a  fluid  he  often 
fetched  for  his  mother,  they  tasted  after  him,  and  it 
was  not  long  before  a  mob  of  Whitechapel  people 
had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  golden  age 
had  revived,  and  the  millennium  had  come,  when 
street  "  plugs  "  spouted  gin  and  water. 

The  police  were  puzzled  at  the  mysterious  supply 
of  spirits  ad  lib.  during  prohibited  hours,  and  on 
the  unlicensed  highway.  But  the  Excise  officers 
unravelled  the  mystery.  The  underground  pipe 
which  had  accidentally  burst  was  apparently  an 
innocent  water  pipe,  which  supplied  the  distillery 
with  water.  Actually  it  was  a  wicked,  surrepti- 
tious, evasive  gin  pipe,  by  which  the  distiller  con- 
veyed away  a  large  quantity  of  the  fluid  he  distilled 
without  paying  the  proper  dues  to  the  Excise 
authorities. 

A  prosecution  followed,  and  the  law  breaking 
proprietor  of  the  illicit  pipe  was  mulcted  in  a  fine 
of  £75,000.  This  was  rough  on  the  distiller,  but 
London  has  good  cause  to  rejoice  that  his  fraud 
was  discovered.  Had  the  discovery  not  have  been 
made,  we  might  have  gone  on  doubting  the 
sobriety  of  those  innocent  servant  girls ;  we  might 
have  given  Whitechapel  an  undeserved  reputation 
for  possessing  a  "  Spa  "  of  splendid  potency,  and 
anglers  might  have  been  lured  into  a  searching 
for  similar  springs  and  streams. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  truth  of  this 
"  strange  stream,"  as  the  story  is  told  by  John 
Hollingshead.    J.  F.  B. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k 

J3F  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames. — General  Remarks.  —  To  those 
who  have  seen  the  river  and  its  surroundings,  it  will  be  no 
matter  of  surprise  to  find  there  are  no  angling  repoits  to 
place  upon  record.  The  only  item  of  interest  has  been  the 
netting  of  the  Barnes  reservoir  by  the  T.A.P.S.,  a  full 
report  of  wlueh  appears  elsewhere.  I  have  been  informed 
by  River  Inspector  Rough  of  the  Thames  Conservancy 
that  in  overhauling  the  nets  of  the  netsmen  below  Kew 
Bridge,  he  detected  and  seized  one  of  illegal  measurement, 
which  will  make  another  case  for  the  magistrates  to  con- 
demn. There  is  a  case  of  shooting  on  the  river,  which  is 
an  offence  in  the  bye  laws,  and  the  offender  was  fined  40b. 
and  costs. — B . 

Thames  (Hampton  Court).  —  William  Milbourne 
writing  at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  says  :  "  Owing  to 
the  high  floods,  there  has  not  been  anyone  out.  The 
water  is  now  falling  fast." — B. 

  (Henley). — Angling  has  been  at  a  standstill  till 

to-day  (Wednesday),  when  a  good  few  were  out.  Mr. 
Keils,  with  Arletts,  legering  with  worms,  a  mixed  bag  of 
roach  and  perch,  weighing  131b.  A  local  angler  yesterday 
took  seven  perch,  legering,  best  fish,  ljlb.  Several  pike 
were  taken  to-day,  but  they  ran  very  small.  We  have  had 
the  river  very  high,  but  it  is  going  down  nicely,  and  getting 
a  better  colour.  With  fine  weather  some  good  bags  ought 
to  be  had. — J.  W.  Read. 

  (Kingston). — The  bank  anglers  were  getting  some 

nice  bream  between  here  and  Hampton  Court,  also  some 
good  roach,  and  Mr.  Kempster  in  half  a  day  creeled  li)lb. 
of  roach  and  dace. — B. 

, — 7  (Panghourne  and  District).— The  river  in 
this  district  is  entirely  out  of  order  ;  in  fact,  it  is  out  in 


the  roads  in  some  places,  and  unless  we  get  a  great  change 
I  am  afraid  we  shall  get  no  more  angling  this  season,  as 
there  are  miles  of  land  under  water,  and  one  cannot  get 
near  the  liver.  The  water  is  in  some  places  far  out  on  the 
Berkshire  side  of  the  railway  line,  and,  as  I  expected,  as 
soon  as  we  got  rain  it  would  cause  a  flood,  as  the  snow  laid 
very  thick  in  some  parts  here. — G.  H.  S. 

—  (Teddington). — G.  Granville  has  caught  a  trout 
of  lib.,  which  he  carefully  returned  to  the  river: — B. 

  (Windsor  District). — Very  anxious  times  have 

been  experienced  in  this  neighbourhood  owing  to  the 
spreading  of  the  waters  of  the  Thames  right  and  left  of  its 
led.  Some  idea  of  its  height  may  be  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  on  the  8th  inst.  the  tug,  Black  Prince,  had  to 
very  cautiously  drop  down,  slowly  steaming  ahead  the 
while  to  test  Windsor  Bridge  for  room  to  take  her  ;  when 
funnel  down  she  could  but  just  clear  the  crown  of  the 
arch,  and  steaming  full  ahead  fetched  a  barge,  and  came 
through  with  her  at  a  terrific  rate.  Had  she  hit  the 
bridge,  I  doubt  if  it  could  have  withstood  the  impact.  I 
can  hear  of  no  angling  during  the  past  week,  though  in 
some  parts  on  the  grass,  shoals  of  roach  are  seen  busy 
amongst  the  worms,  which  the  waters  have  forced  from  their 
subterranean  retreat.  The  report  of  forty-one  jack  in 
three  days  by  Mr.  Page,  of  London,  above  Surly  Hall,  was 
in  a  measure  correct,  but  by  an '  oversight  my  informant 
forgot  to  say  Wallingford.  I  thought  it  very  extraordinary 
for  these  parts,  so  made  enquiry.  Water  has  fallen 
to-day  over  4iu.  ;  if  no  more  rain,  will  soon  be  gone,  when 
anglers  should  take  first  opportunity,  as  soon  as  clear 
enough,  to  visit  their  favourite  eddies  and  lay  byes.  As  a 
rule  there  are  fresh  tenants  after  a  gcod  push  of  water. — 
B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholzne  District.  —  The  Hull  Hand-in-Ham] 
Angling  Society  is  doing  some  further  stocking  this  week 
by  putting  in  a  second  consignment  of  200  fine  Loch  Leven 
trout,  up  to  6in.  or  7in.  long,  from  the  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  into  the  large  ponds  at  Barrow  Haven,  via.  Barton- 
on-Humber.  Waters  are  clearing  again,  but  owing  to  the 
melting  of  ice  and  snow  conditions  are  not  very  favour- 
able for  sport  on  the  Ancholme. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Arun  (Pulborough).— Fortunately  no  anglers  visited 
here  on  Sunday  last,  or  they  would  have  found  a  record 
flood  for  the  last  ten  years,  the  water  being  nearly  6ft. 
deep  over  some  of  the  roads,  the  back  premises  of  the 
Swan  Hotel  only  able  to  be  reached  by  boat.  The  water 
is  gradually  sinking,  though  the  river  cannot  get  in  good 
order  by  Sunday  next,  so  must  again  advise  anglers  to 
postpone  visiting  here  on  the  14th. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Braint  (Dwyran,  Anglesey).— In  this  out  of  the 
way  and  little  fished  river  Mr.  Thomas  filled  his  basket 
with  good-sized  trout  one  day. — W.  H. 

Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— At  last, 
after  enduring  the  miseries  of  the  worst  thaw  and  down- 
pour experienced  locally  for  many  years,  we  are  (for  the 
moment  only,  perhaps)  rejoicing  in  mild,  open  weather. 
All  the  rivers  and  streams,  however,  are  in  flood  and 
discoloured.  The  pike  season  has  had  a  big  slice  taken  out 
of  it  by  the  frost,  snow,  and  subsequent  floods.  There  is 
absolutely  no  sport  at  present  to  report. — C.  H.  Ta-i  r.m?. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  experimental 
haul  of  salmon  arranged  by  the  fishery  board  took  p'ace  a 
few  days  since  in  the  Weir  Pcol.  Great  interest  was 
evinced  in  the  matter  by  local  fishermen,  the  object  of  the 
haul  beiDg  to  test  the  condition  of  the  fish  in  order  to 
better  consider  the  advisability  of  commencing  the  fishing 
season  a  month  earlier  than  hitherto.  Three  salmon  were 
taken  in  the  net,  and  it  was  found  that  two  were  in  prim9 
condition,  the  third  not  having  spawned.  All  were  marked 
and  liberated. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Canal  i  Exeter  '. — No  pike  fishing  to  record 
for  last  week,  the  rivers,  owing  to  continued  rain,  being  tt  11 
in  full  flood.  Tcis  has  brought  the  salmon  early  into  both 
the  Exe  and  Teign,  and  fresh  spring  fish  have  been  seen  to 
make  their  way  over  the  weirs.  In  a  few  districts  some  trout 
have  been  taken,  good  baskets  of  fair  condition  fish  ooraing 
from  the  Culme,  our  earliest  tributary.  Given  two  or 
three  days  fine  weather,  river  will  be  in  good  fishing  trim, 
although  full,  for  Monday  next  is  the  opening  day  of  the 
associations  on  the  Exe. — Red  Palmer. 

Exe  (Thorverton). — The  Up-Exe  Fishing  Association 
have  decided  that  trout  fishing  with  fly  only  begins.on  the 
15th  inst.  and  ends  Aug.  31 ;  angling  with  minnow  allowed 
on  and  after  June  1,  and  with  worm  on  June  15,  both  to 
end  Aug.  31 ;  salmon  fishing  permitted  only  by  consent  of 
occupiers  of  land  connected  with  the  Association.  — 
Devonian. 

Fen  District  'South  Lincolnshire).— Fishing  in 

the  fen  district  is  impossible.  Not  for  very  many  years 
has  there  been  such  heavy  floods  as  those  whioh  have  been 
experienced  since  Saturday  last.  The  rivers  Welland, 
Nene,  Glenn,  &c,  and  the  great  drains  like  the  Fortyfoot, 
have  all  been  exceptionally  high,  and  in  many  places  have 
burst  their  banks,  thus  flooding  thousands  of  acres  of  land, 
and  making  ordinary  communication  impossible.  Among 
many  who  have  had  experience  in  floods  it  is  believed  that 
it  will  take  a  fortnight  or  more  to  get  rid  of  the  water. 
After  such  floods  the  fish  will  be  difficult  indeed  tocateh. — 
Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  heavy  snowfall,  and  the 
rapid  thaw  at  the  end  of  last  week,  caused  one  of  the 
heaviest  floods  known  for  some  years.  In  many  places  t  ho 
waters  were  out  in  the  upper  districts ;  whilst  in  the  flat 
country,  and  about  the  Isle  of  Axholme,  drains  failed  to 
carry  off  the  water  fast  enough,  and  serious  damage  hai 
been  done.  The  water  is  now  subsiding,  and,  unless 
"  snow-broth  "  spoils  it.  some  little  sport  may  perhaps  be 
got  by  the  week-end.  One  or  two  catches  were  mentioned 
just  prior  to  the  floods,  notably  a  nice  lot  of  roach  from 
the  Trent,  at  Hampton. — L. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade).— Thursday  morning.— Yester- 
day  we  had  a  glorious  day,  and  the  water  was  fining  down 
rapidly,  but  to-day  1  hardly  know  what'to  say.    At  the 
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time  of  writing  it  is  raining,  and  looks  likely  to  continue  ; 
but  if  the  clerk  of  the  weather  is  not  too  hard  on  us 
during  the  next  forty-eight  hours  the  river  will  be  worth 
fishing  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  next. — Kinqfisher. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey). — Last  Satur- 
day Mr.  Griffiths,  Mr.  J.  E.  Williams,  and  the  writer  paid 
first  visit  to  the  lake,  getting  four,  five,  and  three  trout 
respectively.  One  of  the  latter  was  a  pounder,  in  fine 
condition.  Some  fine  fish  were  .rising  out  of  shore  cast, 
and  the  lake  is  several  feet  above  its  usual  level.  Weather 
and  water  all  that  could  be  desired. — W.  H. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —  Both  these 
well-known  streams  have  been  running  very  high,  and  full 
of  snow,  and  muddy,  and  out  of  order  for  any  kind  of 
fishing  owing  to  the  rain  of  last  week.  The  weather  has 
changed  round,  and  there  is  now  a  prospect  of  fine  weather, 
and  the  rivers  should  be  in  order  by  the  end  of  the  week  ; 
but  little  sport  will  be  had.  Angles  are  now  looking 
forward  to  sport  among  the  trout  next  month. — Gwynne. 
-  Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 
Rivers  are  now  getting  into  order  again  and  will  be  fish- 
able  with  siok  and  draw,  a  worm,  or  maggot  by  13th  inst. 
Yesterday  and  to-day  ( Wednesday)  the  weather  has  been 
mild  and  spring-like,  but  to-night  the  glass  is  receding  and 
rain  again  threatens.  Grayling  are  fast  losing  their 
condition,  whilst  trout  promise  to  be  very  forward  when 
the  season  opens,  March  2.— E.  T.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Ty  Croes,  Anglesey).— The  high 
tide  in  October  cut  a  continuous  channel  to  this  lake, 
rendering  easy  access  to  salmon  and  sewin  at  the  flush  of 
the  tide.  No  fishing  has  been  attempted  yet ;  but  in  the 
adjoining  Crygyll  river,  Mr.  Powell  took  eight  sewin  one 
mid-day  with  a  fly,  and  five  on  another  day,  and  Mr.  Owen 
Jones  four.  With  the  absence  of  frost,  prospects  of  good 
early  fishingin  Anglesey  are  very  encouraging.— W.  H. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Since  last  week  we  have 
had  a  startling  illustration  of  the  vagaries  of  our  climate, 
for  after  several  days  of  "  dirty  weather "  the  Nene 
Valley  has  been  transformed  into  a  veritable  sea,  the  river 
having  extensively  overflowed  its  banks,  presenting  a  scene 
almost  unparalleled,  and  causing  consternation  and  devasta- 
tion on  all  hands.  In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  matters 
were  assuming  a  much  more  favourable  phase  than  for 
some  time  previously,  as  the  water  in  the  river  had  sunk 
considerably,  allowing  some  of  our  ardent  anglers  to  again 
pursue  their  avocation,  and  also  with  good  results ;  but 
now  all  this  is  once  more  changed,  as  the  river  at  Peter- 
borough Bridge  has  risen  to  the  unprecedented  height  of 
nearly  17ft.,  an  increase  of  almost  5ft.  in  less  than  a  week. 
The  "  honest  men"  (as  quaint  old  Izaak  Walton  thinks 
well  to  term  the  wielders  of  the  rod  and  line),  under  the 
circumstances,  may  well  be  supposed  to  possess  the 
patience  of  Job. — E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (Denver).— The  extent  and  quantity  ot  flood 
waters  out  around  this  locality  since  the  thaw,  has  been  so 
great  as  to  cause  considerable  alarm  and  much  anxiety  m 
this  district,  but  the  affected  landowners  and  others  were, 
and  have  been,  keenly  on  the  alert,  both  day  and  night 
throughout,  watching  the  banks  and  sluices,  the  pumping 
mills  and  engines  have  been  hard  at  work  assisting  the 
output,  and  it  is  now  hoped  that  the  waters  are  well  under 
hand.— Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Great  Faxton).  — Let  jack  fishermen  pre- 
pare for  some  sport  after  tliis  flood  is  past,  as  the  jack  will 
be  in  all  the  corners  and  backwaters,  for  two  reasons,  first 
preparing  for  spawning,  second  to  get  out  of  the  way  of 
the  bad  water  and  strong  stream,  if  rain  keeps  off,  the 
river  ought  to  be  fishable  at  the  latter  end  of  next  week  — 
W.  Dicker.  ,  ,. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts.).— No  fishing  for  another 
week.  We  have  had  a  repetition  of  the  disastrous  flood  ot 
1895.  Almost  every  dwelling  here  is  flooded,  some  forty 
houses  having  to  be  pupplied  at  their  bedroom  windows  by 
boats.  The  union  house  also  flooded ;  inmates  all 
upstairs.  The  force  of  water  that  has  traversed  our  river 
during  the  last  three  weeks  ought  to  have  thoroughly 
scoured  it  out,  and  the  roach,  perch,  chub,  and  pike  ought 
to'  feed  well  after  it.  Anyone  coming  down  about  next 
Tuesday,  the  16th,  ought  to  be  able  to  secure  some  good 
species,  of  which  there  are  abundance  in  our  good  old 
Ouse—  Edward  Collinson.. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Since  my  last  report  there  has 
been  skating  on  the  river,  followed,  a  few  days  later,  by  a 
flood,  which  at  one  time  looked  like  assuming  serious 
dimensions.  It,  however,  reached  its  maximum  on  bun- 
day  morning,  and  then  commenced  to  fall  rapidly,  and  the 
liver  is  now  (Wednesday  afternoon)  at  its  normal  height. 
The  water  is  rapidly  assuming  its  proper  colour,  and  in 
two  or  three  days,  in  the  absence  of  more  rain,  will, ,  1 
think,  be  all  that  can  be  desired.  The  stream  is  still 
strong,  and  master  jack  is  no  doubt  lying  by  in  the  quiet 
nooks,  and,  all  things  considered,  I  think  good  sport  may 
be  reasonably  expected  by  the  end  of  the  week.— WM. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— During  the  last  few 
•  days  several  anglers  have  visited  the  public  water,  the 
river  having  been  just  fishable,  although  heavy  and 
coloured.  Catches  of  seven,  eight,  and  nine  brace  ot  mixed, 
white,  and  yellow  trout  have  been  made  by  different  rods. 
The  fish  are  in  poor  condition.— Heron. 

Plymouth..— The  rivers  will  soon  be  open  to  the 
fishermen  of  our  district,  and  from  all  reports,  and  also 
from  actual  observation,  the  coming  season  should  be  a 
good  one.  Although  the  portions  of  our  rivers  which  arc 
protected  by  the  various  boards  of  conservators  are  not 
open  for  fishing  until  Maroh  1,  but  still,  there  are  some 
private  portions  that  are  fished  by  the  owners  through  the 
month  of  February,  should  the  weather  and  circumstances 
permit,  and  a  nice  basket  of  fish  was  shown  me  which  «as 
taken  on  Feb.  1.  I  am  quite  convinced  that  March  1  is 
ear  "enough  to  commence  trout  fishing,  but  sometimes 
the  seasons  change,  and  you  get  the  warm  weather  set  in 
very  early  in  the  new  year.    This  was  the  case  this  year, 


and  also  last  year,  which  also  accounts  for  the  fish  being 
in  fair  condition.  I  hear  from  the  Dart  that  they  intend 
to  restock  this  year,  which  always  improves  the  fishing  ;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Tavy  and  Plym  conservators  may 
be  able  to  secure  a  few  more  thousand  fish  and  place  in 
their  rivers,  as  they  did  last  year,  for  there  is  nothing  that 
improves  a  river  so  much  as  the  introduction  of  fresh 
stock.— W.  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  heavy  rains  have  caused 
the  river  to  overflow  its  banks,  and  it  is  still  high  and 
discoloured.  Pike  fishing  with  the  live  bait  should, 
however,  be  fairly  successful — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vjrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  iLlanymy- 
nech).— As  a  natural  result  of  the  large  quantity  of  rain 
which  has  recently  fallen  in  this  neighbourhood,  all  these 
streams  continue  much  swollen  and  discoloured,  and 
totally  unfit  for  any  kind  of  angliug  excepting  bottom 
fishing  and  trolling  for  pike  ;  and  several  large  specimens 
of  this  most  destructive  fish  are  taken  in  the  Severn  daily, 
and  occasionally  in  the  Vyrnwy,  in  which  river  they  are 
not  so  numerous  as  in  the  Severn. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— Reports 
from  the  Arun  speik  of  the  flood  as  being  one  of  the  most 
serious  experienced  for  many  years.  Miles  of  country  are 
inundated,  and  laiu  still  adds  to  the  overflow.  The  valley 
of  the  Ouse  is  in  a  like  condition,  and  many  good  fish  will 
doubtless  be  stranded  as  the  water  falls .  At  present  there 
is  little  hope  of  rivers  being  in  condition  for  some  weeks 
unless  frost  should  favour  us.  The  canal  at  Chichester  is 
bank  high,  and  in  good  condition  as  far  as  colour  is  con- 
cerned.—G.  F.  Salter. 

Taff  and  Ely,  Cardiff.— Both  rivers  are  too  flooded 
for  any  successful  fishing,  and  little  fishing  is  to  be  hoped 
for  this  week.— C.  C.  Jones.  . 

Tavy,  Walkham,  and  Plym.— Some  capital  trout 
were  taken  on  these  rivers  last  season,  several  getting 
from  two  to  four  dozen  a  day.  Salmon  and  peal  were  not 
very  plentiful  the  number  taken  during  the  season  being 
160  peal  and  seven  salmon.  Mr.  W.  W.  Matthews,  clerk 
to  the  Fishing  Association,  captured  454  trout  outside  the 
district  in  May,  and  turned  them  into  the  Tavy  for 
stocking.  The  receipts  for  1896  amounted  to  over  £150, 
there  being  a  balance  in  hand  of  £51  after  pxyment  of 
expenses. — Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  has  been 
running  very  high  and  muddy,  and  in  some  parts  have 
been  out  over  the  fields.  The  heavy  falls  of  rain  and  the 
snow  melting  quickly  caused  the  rivers  to  rise  several  feet 
in  one  day,  and  they  are  now  out  of  order  for  fishing,  but 
are  going  down  and  clearing  of  snow-water,  and  by 
Saturday  should  be  in  fair  order  for  fishing.  But  few 
anglers  have  been  out  of  late,  and  little  is  expected  to  be 
done  before  the  2nd  of  next  month.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  river  has  been 
bank  full,  and  very  muddy,  and  full  of  snow  water  owing 
to  the  heavy  rains  of  last  week,  and  the  snow  melting 
quickly.  The  river  is  out  of  order  for  angling,  but  it  is 
going  down  and  clearing  quickly,  and  should  b3  in  fishing 
order  by  the  end  of  the  week  ;  but  sport  will  be  slow  until 
trout  cime  in  season.— Worcester. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— Just  as  the  Witham 
anglers  were  beginning  to  anticipate  some  decent  sport, 
floods  have  come  and  spoilt  all.  The  Witham  has  been 
flooded  heavily  all  the  way  from  Grantham  to  Boston,  the 
old  Fossdyke  has  burst  its  banks,  Brayford  pool  has  over- 
run the  wharves,  the  Sincil  Dyke  has  overflowed  into  the 
meadow  and  lowlands  from  Lincoln  to  Washingborough, 
and  generally  there  is  a  state  of  water  right  into  the  ten 
District  north  and  south  of  Boston.  Just  before  the  flood 
came  a  catch  of  seven  pike,  281b.,  was  reported  from  the 
Stanch,  and  over  a  hundred  roach,  some  lib.  each,  trom 
near  to  Bardney.  From  Sincil  Dyke  there  were  also  roach 
catches. — Luci 


Heys,  one,  221b. ;  Mr.  Kay,  one,  151b     Feb.  9,  Mr. 
Glen,  one.  181b.  ;  Mr.  Heys,  one,  lTlb.— H.  Maisey 

North  of  Scotland— The  rod  fishings  on  the  Dee, 
Don  Deveron,  and  Spey,  opened  this  (Thursday)  morning, 
while  the  net  fishing  all  along  the  coast,  including  also 
the  Tay,  Forth,  and  Tweed  districts,  were  also  freed  ot  the 
legal  fetters  of  the  close  time.  A  few  minor  streams, 
including  the  Ythan,  Ugie,  North  and  South  Esks 
(Forfar),  will  not  be  open  for  some  weeks_  yet. 
A  fine  head  of  fish  was  noted  on  Monday  with  the  rise  in 
the  water,  and  since  then  salmon  have  been  running  freely 
into  the  Dee.  They  should  he  got  at  least  well  into  the 
middle  reaches.  As  regards  the  nets,  a  good  start  was 
made  at  midnight  on  Wednesday,  and  a  fair  supply  ot 
splendid  fish,  some  scaling  up  to  181b.,  was  on  the  slabs 
of  the  Aberdeen  market  for  the  first  sale  in  the  morning. 
The  prospects  of  a  good  finnock  season  on  the  Don  are 
remote.  There  has  been  a  splendid  spawning  season  all 
over.  The  Durris  Hatchery  has  been  eminently  successful 
and  Mr  Duncan  will  have  over  one  million  and  a  halt 
healthy  fry  ready  to  be  put  into  the  river  in  due  course. 

South  of  Scotland— For  the  opening  of  the  season 
for  rod-fishing  prospects  are  more  hopeful.  On  the 
English  side  of  the  Solway  the  netting  has  opened  for 
the  season.  When  the  Scotch  side  of  the  Firth  is  open 
these  boats  then  sweep  the  whole  channel  with  their  nets. 
The  Annan  water-bailiffs  have  been  bothered  much  ot 
late  by  Carlisle  poachers  coming  to  the  Annan,  ihe 
Dalbeattie  Commissioners  have  been  adding  to  the 
attractions  of  their  reservoir  by  putting  more  trout  into 
the  waters.  They  had  delivered  to  them  from  the  Howie- 
toun  fishery,  Stirling,  last  week,  seven  tanks  of  yearling 
trout,  varying  in  length  from  three  to  five  inches.— 
Heatherbell. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Ballater  (Aberdeenshire).— Prospects  for ■the  11th 
are  at  a  low  ebb,  the  river  being  ice-bound,  and  it  must 
necessarily  be  some  time  before  the  different  sections  on 
middle  and  upper  Dee  could  ba  anything  like  satisfactorily 
fished.  Rumour  has  it  that  lieh  have  been  seen  on  the 
lower  stretches,  but  not  in  any  quantity,  and  the  present 
deplorable  state  of  the  river  will  assuredly  stop  their 
progress  up  stream.  The  different  fishings  have  been  well 
let,  as  in  former  years,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  great 
success  before  enjoyed  will  continue,  but .unless  the  weather 
alters,  there  is  little  chance  of  much,  it  anything,  being 
done  on  Thursday,  the  opening  day.-Wiu.lAM  Hari-kb. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  prospects  of  the  opening 
of  the  net  fishing  on  the  river  Deveron  at  the  end  ot 
this  week  are  not  very  bright;  and  this  is  all  the  more 
apparent  when  they  are  compared  with  the  splendid 
opening  day  last  year,  when  it  will  bo  remembered  that 
close  on  7H0  fish  of  an  average  weight  ot  101b.  each  wen- 
killed  the  scarcity  of  grilse  experienced  last  year,  and  the 
frostv  weather,  which  continues,  l»eing  extremely  against 
it  In  the  meantime  the  river  is  more  or  less  frozen  trom 
the  entrance  up  to  the  Cruive  Dykes  at  the  Bali  Cottages, 
the  spot  where  operations  are  commenced ;  and  it  is 
expected  that  before  a  start  can  be  made  the  fishermen  will 
have  to  break  the  ice.  The  spawning  season  on  the  whole 
was  scarcely  up  to  the  average.  Although  a  large  number 
of  fish  reached  the  upper  waters  in  September  and 
October  when  the  river  was  in  frequent  flood  the  lower 
Dart  of  tl  e  river  was  but  meagrely  Hupphed  with  spawning 
fish  The  water  throughout  the  season  has  been  in  a  very 
discoloured  condition,  and  a  correct  condition  of  the  season 
can  hardly  be  arrived  at.  Since  the  clow  lime  commenced 
verv  few  di-eaeed  fith  have  been  seen.— II.  W. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).-Fob.  8,  Mr.  Rose,  one  salmon, 
231b  •  Mr.  Maisey,  I.ochearnhead  Hotel, one,  241b.  <'1>.  I, 
Mr  Bom  one  181b.  Feb.  5,  Mr.  Hose,  one  27  b. ;  Mr. 
Blair  one',  181b.  }  Mr.  Mitchell,  one,  161b  ;  Mr  Kurgso.., 
one     l«lb     Feb.  8,  Mr.  Blair,  two,  Mb.,  L71b.  |  Mr. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— The  river  has  been  too  high 
for  salmon  fishing  for  the  pist  few  days,  but  is  now  getting 
iu  fine  order.  On  the  Careysville  water  thirty  spring  fish 
have  been  landed  up  to  the  7th  inst.,  and  on  Kubairy  . 
waters  sixteen  up  to  the  same  date.  Mr.  M  Deuneby,  on  the 
latter  water,  on  the  7th  inst,,  landing  three,  lo  b  ,  141b., 
and  111b  On  the  Mocollop  water,  Mr.  J.  D.  Walker  has 
had  good  sport.  On  the  Ballyduff  Fishery,  which  is 
rented  by  Mr.  F.  M.  Raphael,  on  the  /th  inst.,  two,  111b. 
and  131b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Drogheda).— Salmon  and  trout  fishing  opens 
on  this  stream  on  the  12th  inst.,  and  at  present  the  river 
is  nrettv  full.  Some  spring  fish  have  been  noticed  and  no 
doubt  the  season  will  open  well  if  the  weather  holds  on 

faBundrowes  Itiver.— Since  last  report  this  river  has 
risen  rapidly  in  consequence  of  the  almost  incessant iheavj 
rainfall  of  the  past  week,  but  still  the  majority  ot  the  pools 
remained  in  good  fishing  order.  Mr.  T.  Gorman,  on  2nd 
inst  .landed  the  first  clean  run  hsh  ot  the  season,  weighing 
81b  Mr.  B.  Lacey  hooked  a  hexvy  spring  fash  on  the  same 
day  but  was  unfortunate  in  the  fish  getting  the  better  of 
htm  after  twenty  minutes  of  a  hard  fight.  Mr.  L.  W 
landed  a  clean  run  tish,  weighing  121b.,  on  t.th  inst.,  and 
Mr  F  G.  landed  another,  weighing  lojlb.,  on  the  same 
day  A  number  of  spring  fish  were  met  with  by  other 
anelers  during  the  past  week.-M.  Rohan  and  Sons 

IniTv  (CO  Kerry). -Brown  trout  fishing  continues 
good  on  this  water.  The  following  are  the  names  of  some 
of  the  most  successful  anglers  :  Messrs.  J.J.  O'Sullivan, 
W  Reillv,  J.  J.  O'Connor,  P.  Cournane,  T.  J  .  0  Shea, 
J  Caffey  P.  J.  Moriarty,  J.  Kennedy,  J  Lynch,  J. 
Fentoii,  White,  and  Patrick  J.  Denneby.  Salmon  and 
sea  trout  are  expected  to  come  up  early  this  year.— J  U. 

Killarney  Lakes-There  has  been  no  angling  to 
report,  and  the  fishing  industry  is  virtually  destroyed  by 
the  boe  slip  The  lakes  a  re  yet  discoloured,  and  probably 
aU  the  salmon  in  the  rivers  and  the  bulk  of  the  lakes  at 
the  time *o?the  bog  slip  were  destroyed.  It  w.l  be  a  long 
rime  before  the  fishing  here  will  be  worth  anything  and 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  rod  angling  in  K.llarney  Lakes 
bsiR  received  the  couv  dc  grace. —  l.J.D. 

Lee  (co7  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  has  been  above  the 
avfrage  for  the  past  week,  fish  taking  fl  v  freely.  The  follow- 
ing  hagve  been  taken  :  On  the  Carr.gro  .ane  I  ishery  F.  I  . 
Bass  and  fisherman,  thirteen,  Mat  Mb.  to  11,1b.  ;  H  B 

l&,  and  "ojlb.  °  Mr.  M .  Murphy,  one,  91b  Oagt.  Hunt, 
|  Cronody  fishery,  «>b   8H,  T^  ond  Sg^M- 

ff  LTnr'ilb  Mr  O'Brien  Mb.,  61b.,  and  Olb.  On 
I'll':!  '),'•   A    11    Taylor   three,  10lb.,  !»ilh.,  and 

91b11,nandgJ.  I'!  HawLes   91b.    .lib.,' and  Ab.    Mr.  Br 

six  since  3rd  inst.,  averagi  mhu.  ,  «.  ■  .,  „ 

On  the  Finney  river  some  fine  Laskets  of  trout  have  lyen 
«;«  .  be  oi.ening  day,  the  fish  running  from  Mb. 
A  The  Sg«WS  wasa  most  Mieee.h.lonc, 
*  b  I  ,  the  oncriiv  of  Mr.  John  A.  Joyce,  J.Py 
"tor  frSHh&  Hotel,  who  kept  up  a  staff 

riSh gNe  "b    Hie  1st  bit.,  the  hoite  out  did  well  the 

takefwSw«^«"  «8h  fait  *tMd»and  "x°eUpnt 

°  MaineTcO  Antrim).  The  angling  K«»  "I":"""" 
,,E  -  M*d„y  tortnigbt.  Th-  nver  b  very  h-gh  at 
present. — J.  A.  U. 
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Moy,  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).  —  The  river  at 
present  iH  in  Hood,  if  the  woatlier  holds  lino,  it  will  be  in 
good  ordor  ina  low  days.  On  the  .'Srd,  Mr.  J.  II.  landed 
four  kolto  anM  lost  a  springer  aftor  half  an  hour's  play.  On 
tho  1th  he  landed  three  kolts,  one  of  which  wan  hooked  by 
the  ovo,  about  L81b.,  ho  gave  good  sport.  The  lough  is 
vi>ry  liifih,  and  only  a  low  smnll  pike  have  been  taken  ; 
trout  fishing  is  very  good  on  the  lower  purt  of  the  Moy. — 
Pat  Hearnkk. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Riyer  is 
in  Bood  to-day  (Feb.  9),  and  salmon  fishing  is  all  but 
suspended  for  tho  present.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Claud 
l<ofroy,  fishing  my  presorves,  a  mile  along  the  Killaloe 
side,  killed  with  fly  two  freshly  run  springers,  of  13Jlb. 
and  Kllb.;  and  then  pitching  a  JJrown  Devon  ho  hooked, 
as  he  thought,  a  rod  salmon,  but  after  line  sport  the  fish 
broke  away,  taking  with  him  two  triangles.  Time,  one 
hour  and  a  half,  and  the  fish  estimated  at  401b.  to  4olb. 
Tho  floods  will  enablo  a  good  many  big  fish  to  run  up  from 
the  estuary  before  tho  net  pirates  begin  to  ply  down 

below.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Heavy  rain  during  the 
opening  days  caused  the  water  to  rise  to  a  considerable 
height,  at  which  it  now  remains,  but  as  tlia  water  has 
become  steady,  we  hope  to  seo  a  good  return  of  fish  lor  the 
remainder  of  the  month.  Weather  very  mild.  Mr.  P. 
Milburn,  on  Newgarden,  drew  first  blood  with  a  121b.  fish  ; 
on  the  World's  End,  Mr.  S.  C.  P.  Vansittart  killed  a 
splendid  fish  of  .'521b.  Mr.  W.  Milburn  has  arrived  at 
Knright's  (Shtnnon  Hotel)  to  fish  the  Prospect  water. 
Some  good  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  Mulcair,  a 
tributary  of  the  Shannon,  about  twenty  minutes'  drive 
I  roin  Castleconnell.  Tho  best  killing  Hies  on  the  Mulcair 
now  are  Enright's  Orange  Grouse,  Hare's  Bar,  March 
Brown,  and  Rod  Hackle.  Trout  fishers  have  not  yet 
begun  operations  on  the  Shannon. — J.  Enright  and  Son. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— All  the  rivers  are  in  nice 
angling  order,  and  good  sport  has  been  had.  Salmon  are 
more  numerous  than  in  181)6  at  this  season,  and  spring  fish 
continue  to  come  up  very  freely.  Poaching  is  being  kept 
down  very  well.  Anglers  worming  for  brown  trout  have 
hid  go:d  sport  during  the  past  week. — T.  J.  D. 


Angling  ^tb-fures 

February  14.   

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Match  at  Waltham. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 

Blackfriars:  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

Burlington  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Colnbrook. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Camden  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Roydon. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials  :  Outing. 

Globe:  Match  at  Taplow. 

lzaak  Walton  :  Match  on  Lea. 

Jubilee :  Match. 

Lincoln  :  Match  at  Rickmansworth. 
Original  Alexandra:  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 
St.  Alban's  :  Match  at  Staines. 
St.  John's :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
Sharp  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Kingston. 
South  London  :  Prize  outing. 
Walham  Green  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Lapsed  prizes. 
Walworth  Waltonians :  Prize  outing. 
Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Match  at  Hampton  Court. 
February  15. 
Anglers'  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Pisca'orial  Society  :  Paper  by  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown. 
February  16. 

Camden  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 

(iood  Intent :  Annual  supper. 

Royal  Oak  :  Lapsed  prizes. 
February  17. 

I?aak  Walton  :  Match., 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  :  A.B.S.  conceit. 

Piscatorial  Society  :  Annual  dinner. 
February  18. 

New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Competition. 

Original  Alexandra :  Annual  supper. 

Sundial :  Concert. 
February  20. 

Jolly  Butchers  :  A.B.S.  concert. 


Feb.  21.— 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

„  21.- 

,.  22.- 

,,  28.- 

„  28- 
28.- 

„  28.- 

„  28.- 


•Allason  United  :  Match  at  Sunbury. 
-Battirsea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
-Brompton  :  Match  at  Taplow. 
-Central  Finsbury  :  Match  at  Maiden. 
-Cobden  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
-DaLton  :  Match  at  Ware. 
-Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Sraines. 
-Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Silehurst. 
-South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials :  Lapsed  prizes 
-Waggoners :  Outing. 
-Clissold :  Smoking  concert. 
-Brunswick  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Wade'8  Mill. 
-Clitsold  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
-Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 
-Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
-Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing. 


FINE  LEVEN  YEARLING  TROUT. 
There  were  taken  out  of  a  poid  at  the  Manor  Fishery, 
Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  a  few  days  ago  1660  yearling  Leven 
trout,  225  of  which  ran  from  /in.  to  9in.,  and  out  of  the 
whole  number  there  Me -e  not  above  5(1  under  Sin.  They 
were  reared  in  a  pond  of  only  about  10  yards  square,  and 
were  the  progeny  of  a  fish  weighing  upwards  of  121b. 
Such  a  reoord  w'.ll  be  hard  to  beat,  for  the  usual  ran  of 
two-year-old  northern  fish  is  only  from  5iu.  to  8in. 


HUpotte  from  Clubs 

Wc  beg  to  remind  Becreturie*  that  their  Reports  (to 
jnsurc  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  past  on.  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  FISHING 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
marked  ''Club  Report"  vutxide  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  delegate 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  15, 
at  8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  (Jknekal  Preservation 
Fund. — The  committee  meeting  for  the  12th  was  post- 
poned till  the  26th.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers' Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — A  return  visit  took  place  on  Feb.  8  at  the 
Jolly  Butchers'  A.S.,  George  the  Fourth,  Walnut  Tree- 
walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.,  and  proved  a  great  success. 
Sixteen  clubs  were  represented — Anglers  Pride,  Ber- 
mondsey Brothers,  Blackfriars,  Clapham  Junction,  Jolly 
Butchers,  North  Lambeth,  Peckham  Brothers,  _  Second 
Surrey,  St.  Albans,  Waggoners,  Collingwood,  Firm  and 
True,  Sharp  Waltonians,  St.  Thomas's,  Park,  and  Olive 
Branch.  The  Jolly  Butchers  heartily  thank  all  the  above 
societies.  Tho  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Peckham 
Brothers  A.S.,  Prince  Albert,  Bast  Surrey-grove,  Peck- 
ham ;  date  next  week. — G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Sines  my  last 
report  I  b  >g  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
£2  6s.  from  the  West  Ham  Brothers,  and  10s.  6d.  from 
Mr.  C.  A.  Payton,  British  Consul,  Genoa,  Italy,  per 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq.  (Fisliiny  Oazette). — R.  Ghurney. 

A.B.S.  Windsor  Competition.  — The  audit  of 
accounts  of  (Jet.  18,  1896,  competition  has  tikeu  place, 
and  the  surplus  paid  over  to  the  A.B.S.  Will  be  made 
known  in  next  week's  F.  G. — Ben. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  account  of  the 
benefit  of  the  late  Mr.  Sherring  (Clissold  A.S.),  and  the 
Hoxton  Brothers'  concert,  our  return  visit  will  be  post- 
poned until  March  1. — H.  Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
Mr.  G.  Blades  saved  us  from  a  blank  on  the  7th  with 
bream.  We  fish  for  our  second  annual  sweepstake  prizes 
at  Sunbury  on  21st,  instead  of  Windsor,  as  previously 
announced.  All  entrance  fees  must  be  paid  on  or  before 
21st ;  names  to  be  given  on  our  next  meeting ;  conditions, 
same  as  last  match.  We  elected  another  hon.  member, 
Mr.  W.  Edwards. — Ben. 

Amicable jWaltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — One  of  our  members 
has  had  101b.  of  fine  roach  from  the  Stort  (twelve  fish). 
The  prize  for  this  month  is  unavoidably  withdrawn.  I 
should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  next  week  to  discuss 
important  business. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E. — Members  fish  for 
the  February  prizes  on  Feb.  14  at  Waltham.  Trains 
from  Liverpool-street  at  7.28  and  9.8.  Wo  have  also 
arranged  to  fish  a  punt  match  on  Feb.  21  at  Twickenham. 
■F.  W.  Martin. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 

and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — The  quarterly 
peg  down  match  took  place  on  Feb.  7,  at  Cookham,  the 
result  of  which  was  as  follows  :  Messrs.  A.  W.  Pain  first, 
with  perch  and  roach;  G.  Fitzgerald  second,  with  perch, 
roach,  and  dace  ;  F.  J.  Pain  third,  with  roach  and  dace  ; 
W.  Elliott  fourth,  with  roach  and  dace.  Mr.  J.  Taylor 
weighed  in  roach  and  dace.  Messrs.  J.  Windsor,  J. 
Roach,  and  R.  Lummes,  roach  ;  Mr.  H.  Davis,  dace. — T. 
Paternoster. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — Members 
have  had  poor  sport,  Mr.  Parmenter  and  Mr.  Thompson, 
however,  saving  a  blank.  We  have  an  outing  to  Wades' 
Mill  on  Feb.  28.  Will  members  please  attend  next 
Tuesday  as  there  is  important  business. — B.  Bisseld. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— Mr.  Marshall  had  dace  from 
the  Thames.  On  Feb.  14  we  fish  at  Harlow  for  four 
prizes,  all  to  start  first  train,  8.5  a.m.,  Liverpool-street ; 
club  rules,  jack  barred,  tow  path  only,  two  rods.  Our 
next  concert  on  the  T.A.P.S.  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next, 
Feb.  l(i ;  ladies  invited. — F.  Honour. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society.— The  annual  meeting 
was  held  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Queen-street,  Mr.  John 
Manders  in  the  chair.  The  accounts  were  submitted  by 
Mr.  Richard  Harris,  and  showed  a  balance  on  the  right 
side  of  £ 24  odd.  About  a  dozen  new  members  were 
elected.  It  was  decided  to  take  over  the  Ewenny  Waters 
for  another  year.  Mr.  J .  W.  Greig  was  elected  secretary 
iu  place  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris,  resigned.— C.  C.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
—The  return  visit  of  clubs  on  the  Central  list  will  be  to 
the  Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.,  held  at  the  Woolpack 
Tavern,  Bermondsey- street,  S.E.,  on  Monday  evening 
next,  1.5th  inst.  The  members  of  this  society,  and  their 
host,  Mr.  (i.  H.  Shepherd,  are  exceptionally  good  visitors 
to  the  various  clubs,  a  crowded  gathering  on  this  occasion 
is  therefore  anticipated. — W.  J.  Wade. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs. 
— General  Re-stocking  Fund. — I  have  pleasure  in 
announcing  receipt  of  the  following  amount:  Woolwich 
Brothers  A.S.,  per  Mr.  P.  Smith,  1%.  (id.— W.  J.  WADE, 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W-. — 
A  consolation  match  will  take  place  at  Cookham  on 
Feb.  14,  for  members  who  have  not  taken  a  prize  during 


the  season ;  all  to  go  on  the  morning.  Quarterly  night 
h  on  Feb.  18,  when  members  are  requested  to  clear  the 
books.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill,  Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — In  last  competition  only 
one  prize  taken,  by  B.  Lawrence,  with  roach.  Members 
turned  up  short  on  Tuesday.  Hope  more  will  put  in 
appearance  next  Tuesday. — S.  Violete. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  Feb.  7  Mr.  Poller 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace  from  the  Lea.  We  hold  a 
smoking  concert  on*  Monday,  Feb.  22,  on  behalf  of  the 
widow  of  our  late  Brother  Sherring.  On  Feb.  28  we  fish 
for  prizes ;  open  ;  two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  boundary 
from  Carthagena  Weir  to  Rye  House  Bridge. — E.  J.  M. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stimford-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. — On  Feb.  7  Mr.  Sorge 
had  roach  and  dac3,  and  Mr.  Ball  dace. — W.  Ash. 

Dalston  AngJing  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  7  several  members 
were  out  for  the  prizes.  Result:  Messrs.  A.  Maddams, 
W.  Thompson,  H.  Krolle,  and  S.  Wood  were  the 
only  members  to  weigh-in,  Mr.  H.  Krolle  having  a  bream 
of  51b.  2£oz.  On  the  9th  we  had  a  large  attendance.  On 
the  21st  we  fish  a  boundary  match,  at  Ware,  for  five 
prizes ;  full  particulars  at  clubhouse.  Members  that  have 
put  their  names  down  for  the  brake  on  the  16th,  for  the 
visit  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  must  be  at  the  Brownlow 
Arms  by  eight  o'clock  sharp. — S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  High-road, 
Tottenham. — Fishing  nearly  a  blank ;  only  Mr.  F.  Reed 
has  been  out  for  the  last  three  weeks,  when  he  had  a  very 
nice  lot  of  chub  and  perch  from  the  Thames,  total  weight 
27 Jib.  Committee  meeting  Tuesday  next,  8.30.,  im- 
portant business. — J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half-way  House, 
Earlsfield,  S.W. — At  the  usual  mestiug  of  the  above  society 
it  was  decided  to  postpone  our  Feb.  14  outing  for  a  week 
owing  to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river,  fishing  being  out 
of  the  question. — A.  T. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — One  member  had  a 
fine  show  of  dace  on  Feb.  7.  Mr.  Montague,  our  latest 
member,  had  dace  on  Wednesday.  Owing  to  unforeseen 
circumstances  our  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  list  has  been 
postponed  to  Tuesday,  March  2. — Alk.  Gi'n.n. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street. —  Our  outing  was  a 
failure,  members  having  a  blank.  We  fish  again  at 
Tilehurst,  from  the  Roebuck  to  Caversham  Bridge,  on 
Feb.  21.— A.  Crow. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditcn. — Our  members  fished  at  St. 
Margaret's,  and  the  prizes  were  all  taken.  Mr.  Ovenden, 
first ;  Mr.  0.  Wade,  second ;  Mr.  Whitmore,  third.  Our 
supper,  takes  places  on  Tuesday  next,  the  16th,  when  I 
hope  to  have  a  large  attendance. — R.  Murphy. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Stratford  New  Town,  E. — Only  two  members  took  part 
in  the  match  at  Langford,  Mr.  J.  Race  having  three  roach 
and  T.  Sandiland  two,  taking  prizes  of  10s.  6d.  each. — 
G.  F.  Weaver. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.— Mr.  W.  Marshall 
occupied  the  chair  last  Tuesday,  and  considerable  business 
was  disposed  of.  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  George  Hamilton 
has  again  accepted  the  presidency,  and  Sir  Edward  Birk- 
beck,  Sir  Richmond  Cotton,  and  Mr.  George  Chambers, 
J. P.,  the  vice-presidencies.  The  new  rules,  lists  of  mem- 
bers, and  programmes  of  arrangements  have  now  been 
finally  settled,  and  will  be  in  the  hands  of  members  in  a 
few  days.  Little  difficulties,  arising  out  of  alterations  of 
the  rules,  &c,  have  been  in  a  great  measure  overcome, 
and  there  are  other  changes  yet  to  be  made  that  will 
require  to  be  carefully  dealt  with.  It  is  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  attendance  of  members  in  the  near  future  will  be 
good,  and  that  by  their  united  efforts  the  best  interests  of 
this  old  and  flourishing  society  will  be  promoted  and 
extended.  The  report  from  Kelvedon  was  that  the  river 
was  unfishable  ;  but  two  or  three  days  had  made  a  great 
change,  and  Mr.  T.  Gilbert  brought  up  a  tray  of  sixteen 
handsome  roach  taken  there.  Dr.  Spence  presented  the 
society  with  a  copy  of  the  first  "  Scot's  Angler,"  for  which 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  him.  Mr.  T.  Upton,  a 
Deal  boatman,  well  known  to  many  of  the  members,  having 
lost  his  fishing  boat  in  the  late  storm,  a  subscription  in  aid 
of  a  fund  for  replacing  it  was  made  in  the  room.  Mr.  W. 
Vaill  kindly  undertook  the  collection,  and  £3  18s.  6d.  was 
raised. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — Mr.  Davis  had  a  nice 
show  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Hall,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Leonard,  jack. 
— C.  Smith. 

Hoxton   Brothers   Angling   Society,  Spreud 

Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — On  Feb.  7  Mr.  II. 
Bailey  weighed-in  a  perch,  lib.  5oz.,  and  a  roach,  lib.  4oz. 
On  account  ot  our  club-room  being  let  on  Mondays,  tho 
smoking  concert  is  postponed  on  the  22nd  till  a  day 
further  iu  the  week.  Due  notice  will  be  given  of  tho 
date. — "  Johnny."  * 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Barley  Mow, 
Long-lane,  Smithfield. — On  the  1st  inst.  Mr.  Leyfang 
weighed-in  roach,  and  on  the  8th  inst.  had  a  roach, 
lib.  2Joz.,  from  society's  private  waters. — F.  C.  11. 
Leyfang. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 

ton  Arms,  Oanonbury-road. — On  Feb.  7  Mr.  Burwash 
weighed-in  dace  and  gudgeon,  and  Mr.  Wilks,  dace.  We 
met  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  Perry  in  the  chair.  Delegates  read 
report  from  the  Central.  Mr.  Row  was  made  an  hon. 
member. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  first  of  a 
eeries  of  smoking  concerts  took  placo  on  Feb.  10.  Chair- 
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man,  Mr.  0.  Hayward ;  rice,  Mr.  G.  Riches.  A  very  , 
pleasant  evening  was  spent,  and  many  songs  were  excellently 
rendered.  Messrs.  Harris,  Nunn,  and  H.  Butt,  jun.,  pre- 
sided at  the  pianoforte.  Of  the  three  speciil  prizes  on 
Fob.  7,  only  one  was  taken,  by  Mr.  A.  Furlong.  The  re- 
maining two  will  be  fished  for  again  on  the  14th  inst., 
in  the  Lea,  between  "  Fish  and  Eels  "  aud  Ratty's  Weir ; 
towing  path  only.  Three  special  prizes'  were  competed  for 
on  Wednesday,  aud  two  taken  by  Messrs.  C.  Hayward  aud 
G.  Xuun.  The  remaining  one,  with  one  added,  will  be 
fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  17th  ;  competitors  to  choose 
their  own  waters  (private  waters  barred).  On  the  7th 
inst.,  Mr.  N.  Martin  had  roach;  Mr.  A.  Harris,  perch  ; 
and  Mr.  T.  Harris  had  perch  on  the  10th. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  visit  on 
Monday  was  a  great  success,  and  a  jovial  evening  was 
spent.  Mr.  Armstrong  was  chairman,  faced  by  Mr. 
Daniels,  of  ours.  The  healths  were  given  of  Mr.  Cutling 
(host  of  the  Collingwood)  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Wilson  (Black- 
friars  A.S.).  Sixteen  clubs  answered  the  roll ;  and  we  beg  to 
heartily  thank  the  Olive  Branch  A.S.  and  all  others  for  the 
bumper  they  gave  us.  Members  please  note  that  we  hold 
a  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  ou  Feb.  20.— G.  Edwards. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, King's  Cross,  N.— On  Feb.  7  no  fish  were 
shown.  On  Feb.  14  we  fish  a  match  at  Rickmansworth 
for  six  prizes ;  all  to  start  by  first  train  from  Baker-street 
on  the  morning,  and  return  by  the  8.8  at  night. — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool. — Last 
week  we  opened  a  branch  at  the  George  Hotel,  157-9, 
Conway-street,  Birkenhead,  and  nominations  can  be  made 
there  to  Mr.  S.  S.  Morris,  the  proprietor,  or  to  our  hon. 
treasurer,  Mr.  A.  H.  Hughes,  manager  N.  and  S.  Wales 
Bank,  Church-road,  Higher  Tranmere,  who  has  kindly 
taken  charge  of  the  branch,  and  to  whom,  or  to  Mr. 
Morris,  all  communicatious  should  be  made.  Meetings 
will  be  held  the  first  Thursday  in  each  month,  and  the 
present  rules  and  regulations  will  govern  the  members 
enrolled  at  this  branch.  Six  members  have  already  been 
nominated,  and  a  good  few  others  will  come  in  when  this 
new  arrangement  becomes  known.  Next  week  we  have 
permission  to  net  the  coarse  fish  out  of  a  large  pond, 
which  has  been  lately  stocked  with  rainbow  trout.  This 
pool  contains,  they  say,  a  goodly  number  of  large  rudd, 
running  up  to  lib.  and  ljlb.,  and  those  taken  will  be  at 
once  place*in  the  Knowsley  water. — Rd.  Woolfall. 

Malby  Testimonial. — At  a  meeting  held  at  the 
Brownlow  Arms  on  Monday  last,  it  was  decided  that  the 
presentation  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  March  2.  Gentle- 
men holding  subscription  lists  will  greatly  oblige  by 
returning  the  same  before  that  date. — C.  A.  P. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.— On  Tuesday  we 
had  a  good  attendance  and  Mr.  Alfred  Stephen  Frayling, 
of  7,  Epsom-road,  Croydon,  was  proposed  as  a  working 
member.  Several  members  have  been  out  during  the 
week,  but  with  no  sport  owing  to  the  floods. — H.  Stock- 
da  i.k. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  Feb.  7  the  following  weighed  in  : 
Mr.  Potts,  roach ;  Mr.  S.  Harris,  roach ;  Mr.  Pink,  roach 
and  dace  ;  several  others  out,  but  returned  with  a  blank, 
and  did  not  show  up  at  clubhouse. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  7  Mr. 
W.  Poore  weighed-in  roach.  On  the  14th  we  fish 
pegged  down  for  five  prizes,  boundary  from  St.  Margaret  s 
Lock  to  Rye  House,  first  train,  leave  off  fishing  at  5.30. 
On  Thursday,  Feb.  18,  our  twenty-sixth  annual  supper 
will  take  place  at  the  Clubhouse,  supper  on  table 
at  8.30.— E.  Brockett. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— Our  A.B.S.  concert  on  Feb.  6  was  a  success, 
Mr.  W.  Watson,  chair;  Mr.  Yetton,  vice-chair.  The 
vocalists  included  Miss  Nellie  Barns,  Miss  Clark,  and 
Miss  Stringer.  The  Benevolent  box  was  well  supported. 
On  .Tuesday,  the  9th,  Mr.  Watson  took  the  chair.  The 
chairman  read  a  letter  from  the  Clissold  Society  in 
reference  to  the  sad  death  of  one  of  their  members.  The 
chairman  hoped  all  members  will  show  up  next  Tuesday 
to  help  the  widow.— W.  Watson.  . 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary- road,  Peckham,  S.E.  —  Mr.  Wood- 
yard,  from  the  Arun,  had  201b.  6Joz.  of  bream.  Mr. 
Etherington  also  weighed-in.  I  hope  members  will  turn 
up  next  meeting  night,  as  we  have  several  new  members  to 
make. — Ethkbinoton. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— The  return  visit  on  the  Clf  rkenwell  and 
District  List  will  be  at  the  above  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  23, 
when  a  host  of  talent  will.be  provided.  We  hope  to  see  a 
strong  muster.  On  Feb.  7  wc  had  a  blank,  so  two  prizes 
arc  left  for  the  14th.— R.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Ghapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.— On  the  7th  inst.  we  were  saved 
from  a  blank  by  Mr.  Brind  weighing-in  roach  and 
perch. — Geo.  Keene. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Seho.— On  the  10th  we  were  well 
attended,  and  got  through  a  good  deal  of  business.  Hope 
to  see  all  present  next  meeting  night. — J.  Gibbons. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent   Garden.— Members  interested  in 
next  quting  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  evening, 
k     next  to  arrange  locality,  &c. — Pelican., 

South    Bermondsey    Piscatorials.    Club  and 
E    Institute.  Rotherhithe  New-road,   S.E.— Mr.  P.  Allum 
weighed-in  roach  and  secured  first  prize  in  the  r  ebruary 
series.    Mr.  H.  Moore  had  roach  on  Feb.  7.   There  are. 


now   two  lapsed  prizes  for  "roving"  on  Feb.  21. — 
A.  G.  Smith. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Members  on  the  7th  met  with  poor  sport. 
On  the  9th  we  resolved  to  extend  the  boundary  match  ou 
the  21st.  Members  note  also  to  be  present  on  next 
Tuesday  evening,  important  business. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  Wednesday 
several  important  matters  were  discussed.  The  match  at 
Marlow  takes  place  on  Feb.  14 ;  start  first  train  from 
Paddington.  Mr.  H.  Griffin  has  been  proposed  as  a  work 
ing  member.— F.  E.  Haydon. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — Mr.  Pethurst 
had  21b.  2oz.  of  roach,  Mr.  T.  Miller  roich. — R.  Lowther. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  Feb.  7  Mr. 
Mead  had  some  very  nice  roach  from  the  Thames  ;  Mr. 
Phillips  also  had  date.  Our  next  match  takes  place  on 
Feb.  21  in  the  Thames  at  Windsor,  from  Windsor  Bridge 
to  Surly  Hall ;  tow-path  only;  jack  barred. — Dodd. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— The  outing  will  be  continued 
at  Henley  on  Feb.  14,  same  conditions;  several  prizes 
still  to  be  taken.— W.  Sutton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — On  Feb.  2  Mr.  J.  Lee  had  a  nice  show  of  roach, 
one  fish  lib.  5oz.  ;  Mr.  H.  Deverill,  roach.  On  Feb.  9 
we  had  a  good  muster,  Mr.  A.  Taylor  in  the  chair  yro. 
tern.,  and  got  through  some  important  business.  On 
Feb.  9  Messrs.  Cooper  sent  home  the  case  of  perch  taken 
by  Mr.  B.  Fox  at  Windsor.— R.  Hubbard. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — We  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  on  Feb.  7,  taken 
by  Messrs.  J.  Ballard,  R.  Sharpless  and  Son,  the  latter 
having  a  splendid  fish  of  21b.  2oz.  We  compete  for  two 
prizes  at  Taplow  on  Feb.  14  ;  all  to  start  on  the  morning ; 
first  and  second  gross  of  all  fish  bar  jack.  There  are  also 
three  other  prizes  this  month.— W.  Lawrence. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New 
street,  Kennington  Park-road  .—We  were  saved  a  blank  on 
Feb;  7,  by  Mr.  Morrell,  who  had  dace  from  the  Thames. 
Our  postponed  match  on  Jan,  24  will  take  place  on  Feb. 
14,  at  Staines  ;  same  condition  as  before  ;  five  prizes.— H 
Allan.  «... 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— Twenty  of  our 
members  were  at  the  Ware  outing  on  Feb  7,  but  owing 
to  the  flooded  state  of  the  river  only  two  prize3  were 
taken.  The  successful  winners  being  Messrs.  Calcutt, 
perch,  and  T.  Handy,  roach.  The  remaining  prizes  are 
to  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  14.— H.  Wigg. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.— The  match 
arranged  for  the  7th  inst.  was  postponed  on  account  of 
the  floods,  but  will  be  held  on  Feb.  14,  between  Hampton 
Court  and  Kingston  Bridges ;  all  competitors  to  travel  by 
the  8.36  train  from  Wimbledon.  On  Monday  the  following 
showed  fish  from  the  Thames  :  Messrs.  H.  Golding,  roach 
and  dace  (largest  roach  l£lb.) ;  C.  Floris,  roach  (largest 
lib.) ;  D.  Kelly,  roach,  dace,  and  perch  (largest  two  roach 
going  12oz.  each) ;  and  H.  Bright,  roach.— Hon.  Sec 


6.— Whosoever  shall  unlawfully  and  wilfully  put  any 
lime,  spurge,  or  other  poisonous,  deleterious  or 
noxious  matter  in  any  river  or  lake  with  intent 
thereby  to  take  or  destroy  any  fish  therein,  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanour. 

Note  D. — This  Section  is  to  make  the  wiltul 
poisoning  of  rivers  a  misdemeanour.  At  present  it 
is  only  on  a  par  with  a  uumber  of  other  compara- 
tively innocent  matters  uot  requiring  a  guilty  intent 
at  all,  such  as  allowing  dyeworks  to  discharge  into 
river,  &c,  see  s.  SO  of  5  &  6  Vict  ,  c.  106.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  specify  any  term  of  imprisonment 
as  the  term  by  Law  is  not  exceeding  7  years  penal 
servitude  or  2  years  imprisonment. 


PROPOSED  ALTERATION  OF  FISHERY 
LAW  IN  IRELAND. 

FA  correspondent  sends  us  a  copy  of  a  bill,  which  he 
says  he  hopes  will  pass  this  season,  for  altering  the  law  as 
regards  fisheries  in  Ireland.  We  hope  it  will  pass.— Ed. J 

FISHERY,  IRELAND,  1897. 
Whereas  great  destruction  to  fish,  and  the  spawn  and 
fry  of  fish,  is  occasioned  by  the  placing  of  matters  poisonous 
to  fish  in  rivers,  and  it  is  expedient  that  further  provisions 
should  be  made  against  this  destructive  practice,  BE  IT 
ENACTED  as  follows :  '■  ' 

1.— This  Act  shall  NOT  apply  to  England  or  Scotland 
•/—This  Act  may  be  cited  for  all  purposes  as  the  Poison 
ing  of  Fish  Prevention  (Ireland)  Act,  1897,  and 
shall  be  construed  together  with  the  Fishery 
(Ireland)  Acts  and  be  incoporated  therewith. 
3  —Any  person  found  in  possession  of  any  salmon  or 
trout,  under  such  circumstances  as  shall  satisfy  the 
Court  before  whom  he  may  be  tried  that  such  fash 
have  been  WILFULLY  KILLED  by  the  placing 
of  poisonous  or  deleterious  matters  in  any  water, 
shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  not  less  than  ten 
shillings  nor  more  than  five  pounds,  for  EACH  such 
fish  together  with  forfeiture  of  every  such  fish, 
unless  such  person  Hhall  satisfy  the  Court  that  such 
tieh  came  into  his  possession  without  any  knowledge 
or  reasonable  means  of  knowledge,  on  his  part  that 
the  same  had  been  so  killed  as  aforesaid. 

Note  A— There  is  at  present  NO  penalty  tor 
having  poisoned  tiBli  in  possession,  nor  ANY 
provision  for  forfeiture  of  such  fish. 
I  —Any  person  charged  with  unlawfully  putting  or 
throwing  into  any  river(  lake,  or  water,  lime,  spurge 
or  other  deleterious,  poisonous  or  noxious  matter,  or 
with  any  offence  under  Section  36  of  13  &  14  Vict., 
c  88  or  this  Act,  shall  be  comi>etent;  but  not  com- 
pellable, to  be  examined  on  the  hearing  of  any  such 

charge.  .    ,  „ 

Note  B.— This  Section  is  the  necessary  corollary 
ot  the  preceding,  in  order  to  give  an  innocent 
purchaser  of  poisoned  fish  an  opportunity  of  going 
into  the  witnets  box  and  showing  the  fact . 
5  — Th  eprovisions  of  Section  12  of  the  Act  41  &  48 
Vict.,  c.  39  shall  apply  to  Ireland. 

Note  C— This  merely  extends  to  Ireland,  the 
Law  now  in  force  in  England  as  to  using  dynamite 
to  destroy  fish. 


NETTING  OF  BARNES  RESERVOIR. 
It  is  now  twelve  years  since  this  reservoir  was  first 
netted  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  with 
the  result  that  a  very  large  quantity  of  good  fish  were 
turned  into  the  river,  including  somo  remarkably  hoe 
specimens  of  bream.    When  I  was  on  my  holidays  m 
October  last,  1  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmorc,  an 
active  member  of  the  committee,  stating  it  was  reported  that 
the  West  Middlesex  Water  Works  Company  were  going  to 
clear  out  one  of  their  reservoirs,  and  it  would  be  desirable 
to  get  permission  to  n9t  the  same  for  re-stocking  our 
Metropolitan  river.     I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
writing  to  Mr.  M.  W.  Harvey,  the  engineer,  asking  him 
if  such  permission  could  be  given.    To  this  I  received  a 
very  courteous  reply,  informing  me  there  was  the  proba- 
bility of  the  reservoir  being  cleared  out  in  the  course  of 
about  three  months,  when  he  would  lay  my  letter  before 
the  directors.    In  due  course  the  permission  came,  and  1 
was  directed  to  wait  upon  the  engineer  at  his  office  in 
Hammersmith  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  necessary 
arrangements,  which  led  to  the  fixing  of  a  day  for  the  work 
to  be  done.    On  the  morning  of  the  day  selected  I  went 
over  tD  the  reservoir  and  found  Pearce  with  his  nets 
and  the  steam  launch,  but  with  the  water  covered  with 
lin.  of  ice,  and  with  no  possibility  of  using  the  net.    I  met 
with  Mr.  Myles,  one  of  the  directors,  and  finding  the 
diifieulty  was  inseperable  to  overcome,  it  was  agreed 
to  postpone  the  work  for  another  week.     The  frost, 
however,  continued,  and  the  ice  had  increased  another 
2in.  in  thickness,  when  I  received  a  letter  from  the 
engineer  making  a  further  postponement  until  some  milder 
weather  had  set  in.    Saturday  in  last  week  was  the  only 
day  available  for  the  directors,  and  then  came  the  work  of 
preparxtion,  but  the  day  was  an  unfortunate  one  for  Mr. 
Alfred  Nuthall,  and  another  general  had  to  be  found  m 
Mr.  Fred  Berry,  whose  ever  ready  help  was  cheerfully 
given.    There  were  present,  in  addition  to  the  general 
who  superintended  the  operations,  Mr.  Myles  and  Mr. 
Hall  (two  of  the  directcrs),  Mr.  M.  W.  Hervey  (chief 
engineer),  Mr.    Rutter    (assistant-engineer),  besides  :i 
number  of  well-known  anglers.    Two  of  the  directors 
were  present  the  whole  day,  and  seemed  somewhat 
disappointed  at  the  result  of  our  five  draws  in  the  W  ftter  set 
apart  for  us,  and  from  which  we  had  taken  some  6owt., 
but  nothing  excepting  bream  of  any  size,  but  still,  good 
stock  fish.    The  elder  director  said  it  we  liked  we  might 
have  a  couple  of  draws  in  another  reservoir,  which 
had  12ft.  of  water,  with  the  result  some  very  large 
bream    a  jack  of  81b.,  and  some  capital  perch  and 
roach,  in  all  from  this  one,  4cwt.    The  next  difficulty 
was  the  river,  owing  to  the  groat  size  and  stream,  and  it 
was  decided,  when    the  cargo  and  launches  reached 
Kingston  at  eight  o'clock,  to  let  them  remain  there  until 
Monday  morning,  as  it  was  intended  to  take  them  up  as 
far  as  Shepperton,  and  when  the  fish  left  there  Mr. 
Nuthall  says  "they  were  all  fresh  and  lively.  About 
two  bushels  of  the  fish  were  turned  in  between  Kingston 
and  Surbiton,  and  the  launoh  had  to  stop  at  Walton  owing 
to  the  stream  being  too  strong  to  get  to  Shepperton,  and 
at  Walton  Bridge,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Pryer  (ot  the 
Anglers'  Hotel)  the  fish  were  carefully  located,  excepting 
some  few  in  the  Sa'e.    I  have  now  a  few  words  to  say  to 
the  anglers  of  the  lower  Thames.    As  this  work  has  been 
attended  at  a  great  expense,  the  best  thing  they  can  do 
is  to  send  the  society  some  voluntary  support,  and  thus 
show  their  appreciation  of  the  grand  work  which  has 
been  done  entirely  for  their  benefit.  W.  11.  B. 


CAPTURE  OF  OTTERS  IN  THE  SPEY. 

On  the  Spey  fishing  at  Aberlour  and  Wester  Elchies, 
Aberlour,  the  gamekeepers  and  fishermen  have  beou  tor 
some  time  finding  tracks  of  otters  along  the  banks  ot  I  ho 
river.  Their  tracks  have  been  easily  soon,  as  there  is  a 
good  covering  of  snow  in  the  district ,  but  owing  to  the 
severe  frosts  the  keepers  were  unable  to  sot  traps  for  the 
capture  of  the  intruders.  A  thaw  set  ui  on  Monday,  and 
Mr.  Ebsoii,  head  ga.nokoeper  on  the  Wester  hlcl.ios 
grounds,  taking  advantage  of  tins,  set  a  trap  on  the 
bink  of  the  tine  salmon  stream  known  as  th-  linind. 
On  visiting  the  trap  next  morning  the  keepers  found 
their  trap  had  been  dragged  into  a  hole  in  the  bank, 
and  on  pulling  it  out  they  found  a  large  bitch  ottei 
caught  by  a  hind  leg,  and  with  a  stick  her  fite  was  put  an 
end  to  The  otter  had  had  her  suspicions  aroused  that 
her  haunt  had  been  known,  and  was  in  the  act  ot 
removing  her  young  to  a  more  secluded  spot,  when  she 
had  fallon  a  victim  to  the  trap,  for  when  she  w.is  found 
beside  her  lay  a  young  otter,  dead,  having  perished  during 
the  night  from  exposure.  The  mother  otter  is  a  very  lino 
specimen,  and  measured  fully  8ft.  in  length,  and  scaled  16  b. 
It  is  thought  that  there  are  icvoral  more  in  the  vicinity, 
as  tho  bitch  captured  has  tieen,  to  all  appearance, 
fully  suckled.  Kfforts  are  being  made  for  the  capture 
of  the  dog  otter,  Which  is  also  thought  to  be  in  the 
close  proximity.    Should  the  captures  ot  these  deadly 
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eiiomioH  of  the  Halnion  be  made  early,  tlio  sportsmen  in 
tli is  section  of  the  Npoy  lishingH  may  yot  be  able  t)  "  kill  " 
in  the  pools  that  have  already  been  run  by  them. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY". 
IHB  annual  meeting  of  thiH  society  was  held  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  the  Hth  iriBt.,  Mr.  J.  Manders 
presiding.  The  lion,  treasurer  submitted  his  report  and 
account,  which  was  of  a  very  satifactory  nature,  and 
showed  a  balanco  in  hand  of  .124  6s.  'Jd.  The  election  of 
officers  for  tho  ensuing  yoar  resulted  in  the  re-election  of 
Mi.  Richard  Harris  as  lion,  treasurer;  Mr.  J.  W.  Gregg 
(2V,  Queen-street,  Cardiff),  lion,  secretary,  in  place  .at 
Mr.  Vv.  F.  Harris,  resigned,  and  a  committee,  consisting 
ot  Mesjrs.  R.  J.  Watkins,  T.  Mooro,  W.  P.  Hanis,  W.  H. 
Hurrows,  A.  Shirley,  W.  H,  Kvans,  J.  .lohnson,  O.  W. 
Jenkins,  J.  Manders,  J.  T.  Vaughan,  II.  A.  Allen,  and 
W.  K.  Ossington.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to 
retiring  officers.  Fourteen  new  members  were  proposed 
and  elected.  It  was  resolved  that  a  sum  of  £20  be 
appropriated  for  expenditure  in  re-stocking  the  Ely  with 
trout,  and  that  the  society  also  retain  the  Ewenny  River 
fishing.  It  was  alfo  reported  that  the  society  hoped  to 
obtain  further  waters  near  Cardiff  for  good  trout  fishing. 
The  annual  dinner  was  fixed  for  the  24th  inat.,  at  the  new 
rooms  of  the  society  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel. 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD. 

Thk  annual  meeting  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board 
was  held  at  the  Station  Hotel,  York,  on  Monday  last,  the 
Hon.  Cecil  Duncombe,  who  was  re-elected  chairman, 
presiding. 

The  secretary  (Mr.  J.  E.  Jones)_read  the  report  of  the 
Yorkshire  salmon  and  trout  fisheries.  It  was  satisfactory 
to  state  that  there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  both 
Falmon  and  trout  licences,  and  the  balance  of  £605  3s.  Cd. 
due  to  the  bank  at  the  end  of  18i)5  had  been  reduced  to 
£  169  4a,  The  number  of  salmon  captured  was  920,  which 
weighed  74021b. ,  yielding  in  revenue  £114.  In  1895  the 
figures  were  2342  captured,  and  12,2661b.  in  weight.  These 


had  riot  lwen  reached  since  188",  when  2648  salmon,  which 
weighed  29,4631)).,  were  capturad ;  and  in  1888,  when  the 
result  was  still  more  satisfactory,  namely,  captured  3012, 
weight  37,7811b.  In  1891  the  salmon  caught  numbered 
1184,  and  they  weighed  15,5111b.  Owing  to  the 
unusually  dry  summer  in  1896,  there  was  no  fishing 
in  the  Ouse  at  Naburn  and  Linton.  The  water  was  so 
low  in  volume,  so  high  in  temperature,  and  held  so  much 
warp  in  suspension,  that  in  July  and  August  the  fish  were 
smothered  by  hundred).  Except  a  few  fieh  early  in 
March,  and  perhaps  an  odd  fish  or  two  in  June,  no  salmon 
reached  Naburn  Lock  until  after  the  freshes  late  in 
September.  The  value  of  the  West  Riding  Rivers  Board 
in  dealing  with  pollution  is  now  distinctly  felt  .  It  appeared 
from  the  water  bailiff's  report  that  there  was  no  lack  of  fresh 
run  salmon  entering  the  river  Ouse,  and  that  the  abnormally 
low  rainfall  during  the  previous  winter  and  spring,  as  well 
as  during  the  season  itself,  must  be  regarded  as  the  main 
cause  leading  to  the  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  in  their 
efforts  to  reach  the  spawning  beds.  Had  the  conditions 
bean  favourable  the  year  1896  would  have  been  one  of  the 
best  river  fishing  seasons  known  for  years.  As  it  was,  the 
fishermen  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  had  a  good 
season,  but  above  Boothferry  there  was  practically  no 
fishing,  and  it  had  net  been  heard  that  any  salmon  were 
caught  with  the  rod  during  the  whole  year.  The  number 
of  trout  licences  issued  during  the  year  was  8781  against 
8379  sold  in  1895,  an  increase  of  402,  and  this  in  spite  of 
the  water  in  the  streams  being  too  low  for  fly  fishing 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

The  report,  which  the  Chairman  remarked  was  very 
satisfactory  and  promising,  was  adopted. 

Attention  was  called  to  the  practice  of  sheep  washing  in 
rivers,  it  being  referred  to  as  pretty  general  in  the  West 
Riding,_  with  the  result  thct  large  numbers  of  young  trout 
are  poisoned.  It  seemed  doubtful,  however,  whether 
there  are  powers  to  stay  prescriptive  rights  in  the  matter. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  there  were  ten  or  eleven 
applications  for  yearling  trout  from  different  angling  clubs. 
For  the  last  two  or  three  years  the  board,  on  account  of 
the  state  of  its  finances,  had  been  unable  to  give  anything, 
but  as  about  £100  a  year  was  now  being  saved,  he  thought 
a  present  of  trout  might  fairly  be  given  to  some  of  the 


clubs.  He  would  not  suggest  more  than  £20  or  £30.  That 
course  would  no  doubt  give  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction  to 
those  who  pay  their  shilling  licence.  It  had  aleo  occurred 
to  him  that  it  might  be  an  advantage  to  introduce  rainbow 

trout. 

Mr.  W.  H.  St.  Quinton  said  that  rainbow  trout  is  much 
too  valuable  a  fish  to  be  turned  out  in  any  quantity  into 
running  streams,  and  he  suggested  that  before  the  board 
embarked  on  an  exp?riment  amateurs  should  be  allowed  to 
test  the  fish.  £20  could  be  spent  with  more  advantage  on 
common  brown  trout. 

It  was  resolved  that  a  sum  of  £25  be  expended  on  the 
purchase  of  2500  ordinary  yearling  trout,  to  be  distributed 
among  the  following  societies:  Bradford  and  District 
Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers,  iKeighley  Angling  Club, 
Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Club,  Hull  Angling 
and  Preservation  Society,  and  Lint  in,  Threshfield,  ana 
Grassington  Anglers'  Club. 


NEW  FACTORY  ROOFING  ON  THE 
"  NORTHERN  LIGHT  "  PRINCIPLE  AT 

ALNWICK. 
Considerable  additions  have  been  recently  made  to 
the  London  and  North  British  Works  of  the  Messrs.  Hardy 
Bros.,  the  well  known  fishing  rod  and  tackle  makers,  at 
Alnwick.  The  extensions  have  been  roofed  on  the  modem 
principle  of  northern  lighting,  and  the  form  generally 
known  as  a  weaver's  roof  was  adorjted.  This  method 
gives  the  advantage  of  a  steady  northern  light  over  the 
whole  of  the  new  part  of  the  factory,  and  does  away  with 
the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  rays  and  heat  of  the 
sun.  The  roof  was  designed  by  Mr.  M.  Temple  Wilson, 
of  Alnwick.  The  trusses,  or  couples  were  placed  about 
8ft.  apart.  In  one  roof  the  tie-beam  was  abolished  in 
order  to  gain  extra  height  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
new  fishing  rods.  The  iron  stanchions  are  made  on 
the  H  section,  for  the  convenience  of  attaching  shafting. 
The  whole  of  the  inside  walls  and  roof  timbers  are  lime- 
washed.  The  cost  of  this  roofing  thus  devised  proved  to 
be  about  half  of  what  it  would  have  been  if  executed  in 
iron. — Building  News. 
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Produce  Merchants  &  Commission  Agents, 
146  &  148,  CENTRE  STREET, 
GLASGOW,  S.S. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

MAP  1/1  TO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
11  Aui\LLO  Seals'  Fur,  Pigs'  Wool,  be. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Sundays  Well-road,  Cork 


February  13,  1897] 

DEATH  OF  "GIANT. 
We  much  regret  to  hear,  just  as  we  are  going 
to  press,  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hase,  who  for  so 
many  years  was  so  well  known  under  his  pen 
name  of  "  Giant."  Mr.  Ed.  Beard  informs  us  of 
his  death.  We  hope  to  give  his  portrait  and  some 
notice  of  him  next  week. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

IT  a  meeting  of  this  society  on  Monday  last  at  the  Sun 
Hotel  Kingston,  Mr.  Pincott  Hill  presiding,  it  was 
decided  to  hold  a  pike  competition  on  the  21st  and  22nd 
inst  and  any  public  water  may  be  fished,  but  members 
mav 'only  fish  on  one  of  the  two  days.  The  two  largest 
fish  will  win  the  prizes.  On  the  22nd  inst  the  last 
smoking  concert  of  the  season  will  be  held,  and  it 
was  agreed  to  hold  the  annual  dinrer  in  March. 
The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members: 
Messrs.  Catford,  Blizzard,  Dempsey,  and  Smmbaldi. 
The  following  were  nominated  as  members :  Messrs. 
A  J  Emms,  G.  H.  Cockburn,  A.  R.  Brede,  and 
Mr  Hawkins.  The  society  voted  £1  Is.  towards  the 
Thames  River  Keepers'  Dinner  Fund.  Members  who 
intend  taking  part  in  the  pike  competition  must  name 
which  day  they  intend  to  fish,  and  acquaint  the  hon. 
secretary  of  the  fact  previous  to  the  first  day.  Full  details 
of  the  dinner  will  be  published  after  the  committee  has 
arranged  them.  Members  may  invite  friends  to  the 
concert  on  Monday  week. 


ESK  AND  LIDDLE  FISHERIES  ASSOCIA 
TION. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  association  was  held  in  the 
writing  offices  of  Mr.  M'George,  Langholm,  the  secretary, 
on  the  28th  ult.,  Mr.  Carthew-Yorstoun ,  of  East  Tinwald, 
representing  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch,  presiding.  The 
accounts  for  the  past  year  were  submitted,  examined,  and 
•found  correct.    Reports  as  to  the  season  s  fishing  in  the 
Association  waters  in  Dumfriesshire  and  Roxburghshire 
were  read  to  the  meeting.    The  proprietors  resolved  again 
to  assess  themselves  for  the  necessary  sum  required  to 
make  up  the  cost  of  preserving  and  watching  the  rivers 
for  the  benefit  of    the  anglers  holding  tickets  irom 
the  association.     The    association   again  arranged  to 
rent  from  Sir  Richard  Graham,  Bart.,  of  Netherby 
Cumberland,  the  net  fishing  in  his  reserved  waters,  and 
likewise  resolved  to  renew  the  lease  of  the  net  fishing  m 
Lord  Lonsdale's  waters,  so  that  the  whole  rivers  should 
be  free  from  net  fishing  from  their  sources  to  the  bolway 
It  was  agreed  that  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Asso 
ciation,  prices  for  tickets,  and  the  periods  for  opening  the 
various  stretehes  of  water  for  fly  and  bait  fishing,  should 
remain  the  same  as  last  year.    A  petition  by  certain 
anglers,  who  held  a  meeting  in  September  last  regarding 
the  system  of  watching  exercised  by  the  water  bailifts 
was  submitted  to  the  meeting.    The  meeting  approved 
and  confirmed  the  reply  then  given  by  the  Chairman 
in  acknowledging  the  petition,  which  was  to  the  effect 
that  all  anglers  who  fish  fairly  need  have  no  fear  ot 
any  system  of  watching;  that  it  could  only  be  those  who 
act  differently  who  might  wish  the  system  altered  and  tor 
such  the  Association  could  not  have  any  consideration 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


prizes,  at  Amberley,  on  the  14th.  On  Monday,  the  loth 
a  visit  of  the  societies  on  the  Central  Association  List  will 
be  paid  to  this  society,  Mr.  H.  Patman  in  the  chair ;  and 
on  Tuesday,  the  ICth,  the  Dalston  Angling  Society  will 
pay  us  a  friendly  visit,  their  worthy  host,  Mr.  W.  Peck,  in 
the  chair;  supported  in  the  vice  by  Mr.  W  .  Parkins,  ot 
the  Great  Northern  Brothers.  The  company  of  brother 
anglers  from  any  society  that  can  make  it  convenient  to 
support  us  on  either  of  these  occasions  will  be  esteemed  a 
favour.— Alf  Conn.  . 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  S.E.— Several  of  our  members  were  out 
last  week,  the  following  being  very  successful :  Mr.  Wheel- 
house,  one  jack,  51b.  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  Merrygold,  one  jack, 
31b  loz  We  fish  our  February  outing  on  the  14th,  at  St. 
Margaret's;  all  to  leave  Liverpool-street  by  the  8.o  train 
and  return  from  St.  Margaret's  at  /  .15.— J .  Foster. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— Members  will  please  note 
that  the  competition  arranged  to  take  place  at  laplow  on 
Feb.  14,  has  been  postponed  till  Feb.  21,  on  account  ot 
the  floods.  Last  Wednesday  Messrs.  C.  Poole  and  Dun- 
gate  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace,  several  good 
specimens  amongst  them. — H.  R. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Association,  241 
and  243,  Goswell-road,  E.C.— Our  next  competition  takes 
place  at  Maldon  on  the  21st  inst. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road  W.— Our 
return  visit  was  a  most  successful  one  ;  plenty _ot  good 
talent.  Sixteen  clubs  responded  to  the  roll,  lhe  A.b. 
box  contained  £10  16s. — T.  Twy.man. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  ot  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone.— On*  eb.  / 
the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  H.  Dutton,  H.  S.  Norm 
C  Neal  sen.,  T.  E.  Norris,  roach  and  dace.  I  hope  the 
committee  will  attend  the  special  meeting  arranged.— ±1.  b. 

^  Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwu!  road,  Forest  Gate.-On  Feb.  7  Mr  H.  Creek 
weighed-in  roach  from  Maldon.  A  friendly  outmg  is  fixed 
for  Feb.  14,  provided  it  is  not  cancelled  by  direct  notice 
(owing  to  the  floods).— Scribe. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel  Shepherd's  Bush.-Owing  to  a  misunderstanding 
the  competition  of  the  31st  ult.  is  declared  void  and  is 
arranged  to  take  place  on  Feb.  21;  tame  conditions.- 
A.  B.  M. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery-Waters  on  the  above  are 
now  in  grand  trim,  but  have  been  very  little  fashed.  On 
Saturday  I  hooked  and  lost  a  baautiful  fish  at  Small 
Cockran,  played  him  for  fully  five  minutes,  when  the  cast 
broke.  Kelts  are  clearing  away  quickly  from  lower  water 
—Walter  Blackaddkr.  ■■. 

Caragh  Lake— Fishing  during  the  past  week  has  not 
been  as  good  as  expected,  owing  to  the  water  being  too 
high.  Nets  took  fifteen  salmon  on  lower  lake  anglers  on 
the  upper  waters  only  taking  two  or  three  salmon.  Mr. 
Carter  took  one  salmon  on  the  4th,  91b.  weight,  on  lower 
lake  G  C 

'  Loch  Ness— Eight  splendid  salmon  landed  opening 

day. — Hison.  .        ,  .  ,  . 

Stonr  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  river,  which  at  the 
end  of  last  week,  was  in  high  flood,  has  now  again  regained 
its  natural  level  and  is  in  first  rate  colour  for  roach 
angling.  Local  anglers  have  been  very  successful  this 
last  day  or  two,  several  having  bags  of  201b.  downwards, 
secured  in  the  back  waters.  I  have  been  out  to-day 
(Thursday)  with  Mr.  Mathews  of  the  "Angler,  but  we 
caught  nothing  over  31b.  The  water  will  le  in  splendid 
order  for  the  14th  inst.,  if  no  sudden  change  ot  weather 
occurs.— W.  L.  Bambridge.  .  , 

Sutherland— Lochs  and  rivers  still  ice-bound  and 
snow  covered,  consequently  no  sport  recorded  as  yet 
although  rod  fishing  on  north  coast  rivers  opened,  on  the 
11th  ult.  Mr.  Russell,  Skilpick  Lodge  who  arrived  in 
good  time  for  the  Naver  salmon  angling,  left  last  week  tor 
the  south  with  a  blank  record.  Owing  to  the  snowstorm 
he  had  to  travel  to  Bettyhill,  a  distance  of  iourteen  miles 
on  foot,  while  a  cart,  drawn  by  two  horses,  conveyed  his 
luggage.  Deer  are  now  coAing  down  to  crofter  s  pastures 
and  grouse  to  the  sea  shore.  On  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  s 
forest  of  Ben  Armin  deer  have  to  be  partly  hand  fed. 
With  flock  masters  matters  are  looking  serious  as  sheep  in 
moat  cases  are  hand  fed.  A  thaw  set  in  on -Monday,  but 
on  Wednesday  it  was  again  freezing  and  snowing.— 1 
CLUBS. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondaey-street.-The  ambers  of  the 
above  will  fish  a  competition,  iot  their  February  series  of 


Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.  —  Several  anglers  had  a 
favr  amount  <ABort  on  the  7th  inst.  The  Association 
waters  are  now  "getting  into  good  conditior >  and  good 
catches  of  roach  have  teen  reported  this  week.  Mi. 
Springett.  sen.,  atd  Mr.  Springett,  3un.,  have  taken  some 
goPoa  foach  in  the  navigation  waters  durmg  the  evening 
fishing  with  a  lantern.  Our  A.B.S  concert  will  take 
pkee  on  Feb.  1/   at  Mr.  Whybrow's  (The  Wave).- 

F  Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square  W.-A  few  of  our 
members'wentouton  Feb  7  but  with  poor  results  Mr. 
S  King  saving  a  blank  with  14oz.  of  roach— W.  Aldis. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Rising 
Sun,  RocHngham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  b.i.- 
On  Feb.  14  we  fish  a  match  at  Kingston.    A.  C.  *  RANC  is. 

South  London  United  Anglers;  Visiting  List. 
_Th™ext  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Firm .wd 
True  A.S.,  held  at  the  Prince  George  H^lksgdpn-streety 
Walworth  on  Tuesday,  March  2,  instead  of  I<  eb.  lb,  as 
announced  last  week,  they  having  land ly  postpoi ned  the 
date  on  account  of  the  visit  of  the  Dalston  A  S. .to  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  on  that  evening.— AlkOon  n  . 

St  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
JoWs-street-road,  Slerkenwell.-We  were  laved  Irom  a 
hlank  on  the  7th.  by  Mr.  .Warrenn,  with  a  show  ot  jack, 
ft  c on  mittee  have'arranged  that  tour  prizes  be  fished  ,;r 
on  the  14th,  at  ^^^%"rf^B^'1S 

HfrZ  King  strfS  HammLm^h.  -  Our  last  meeting 
ni^ht  was  occupied  by  the  business  of  our  social  concert, 
S  tokeS  place  on  the  18th  inst.,  made  one  new 

"Victoria-  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Princess 
Victoria  Robert-street,  N.W.-On  Feb  7  J.  Toothil 
weiSin  perch.  On  Monday  last  we  held  a  concert  on 
ffilf  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  which  was  a  groat  |uccess  The 
next  visit  goes  to  the  Camden,  ou  Tuesday  next.-T 

A  Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society  St. 

Pa™  Tavern,  Wostmoreland-roaJ,  Walworth  8  E  - 
An  oDeu  competition  is  arranged  for  Feb.  14,  when  tnreo 
vahiable  prizes  will  be  fished  for.  A  general  outmg  was 
So  dis<Csed,  but  left  over  for  better  weather.-W. 

WWenlock  Angling  Society.  ClothworW  Anns, 
AvuSZ Street  New  Wh-road.-On  the  7th  met,  Mr. 
w2  ker  weighedlin  some  nice  roach,  Our  next  match  for 
th  £2  ng  prizes  will  take  place  in  March.  Particulars 


The  Piscatorial  Society  was  in  one  of  its  merriest  moods 
on  Monday,  in  its  new  rooms  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant. 
My  deputy,  who  acted  as  "eyes  and  ears,  appears  ti 
have  lost  his  head,  and  is  making  the  welkin  ring  with 
snatches  of  melody  to  such  an  extent,  that  the  Office  Boy 
threatens  to  find  "fresh  fields  and  pastures  new.  1  am 
told  that  Mr.  Bluudell  played  the  part  of  shepherd.  His 
popularity  among  the  members  will  account  for  his  being 
attended  by  so  large  a  flock  of  pleasure-seekers,  that  very 
few  seats  in  the  spacious  hall  were  untenanted.  \  entnlo- 
quism,  song,  recitation,  and  mimicry  (by  Messrs  Iver 
Russell,  Foster,  Blackmore,  Thorn,  Odell,  Noel  and 
others)  were  responsible  for  some  "last  trains  being 
missed— a  not  unmixed  evil,  says  the  cabman. 

Mr  W  Gaskell,  president  of  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Society,  has  broken  out  in  another  place. 
"He  has,  an'  all."  This  time  the  "  Trent  Pollution 
Fund"  is  the  object  of  his  attentions.  I  hear  that, 
acting  on  his  initiative,  the  Wellingtonians  have  set  a 
scheme  on  toot  for  holding  during  the  summer  an 
important  fly  and  bait  casting  tournament  on  the  lrent 
Bridge  Cricket  Ground.  Liberal  prizes  will  bo  offered  tor 
competition,  and  these.it  is  believed,  will  attract  experts 
in  the  angling  art  from  all  the  great  centres  m  the 
Midlands  and  from  the  leading  clubs  m  the  .North 
Whatever  profits  accrue  from  the  proposed  gathering  will 
be  devoted  to  the  "  Pollution  Fund."  [Success  to  your 
scheme,  Mr.  Garkell !] 

"  Nothing  suceeeds  like  success,"  and  the  Birmingham 
Central  Association  having  made  a  position  for  themselves, 
mean  that  those  societies  which  took  no  part  m  building 
up  the  edifice  of  the  association  shall  not  share  its  benefits 
at  a  merely  nominal  entrance  fee.  New  societies  are 
being  asked  to  pay  four  guineas  for  the  privilege  of 
affiliation,  and  though  many  of  them  profess  to  regard 
this  sum  as  exorbitant,  it  must  be  remembered  that  it  cost 
many  hundreds  of  pounds  to  perfect  the  association,  ar.d 
those  dabs  who  desire  to  step  in  at  this  hour  ot  day  must 
leasonably  expect  to  pay  their  fair  proportion. 

The  first  annual  dinner  of  the  Lark  Angling  iSociet y 
will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  Feb.  15,  at  the 
Golden  Lion  Hotel,  Newmarket,  Dinner  on  table  at 
7  30  Some  of  the  best  friends  in  the  county  (and  out  ot 
it)  interested  in  the  preservation  and  re-stocking  ot  the 
Lark  have  signified  their  intention  of  being  present.  |  1 
can't  run;  therefore  my  first  Early  Spring  Newmarket 
engagement  is  cancelled.    Go  steady,  William 


later.— W.  IIardk.n 


I  hear  that  about  5000  rainbow  trout  ov-a,  which  were 
presented  to  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  by  Herr  .Taffe, 
of  Osnabrflck,  Germany,  have  batched  out,  and  are  now 
doing  very  well -exceeding  the  expectations  ot  the 
members,  who  have  watched  this  new  importation  with 
the  utmost  interest.  The  little  "Germans  can  now  be 
seen  at  the  Brighton  Aquarium,  where,  owing  largely  to 
the  persTstent  watchfulness  of  Mr.  Wells  the  super,,, 
tendent.they  have  flourished  and  prospered.  Herr  Jaffe 
also  sent,  as  an  experiment,  1000  ova  of  the  Qmnnatt  or 
Californian  salmon.    These  are  also  going  on  very  well. 


If  it  is  found  possible  to  acclimitisc  these  latter  fish  to 
our  English  waters  they  will  form  a ^  very  valuable 
acquisition,  as  the  sporting  qualities  of  tUo  QuimiaA  axe 
highly  spoken  of,  and  when  they  are  old  and  strong  enough 
to  be  placed  in  the  society's  waters  their  movements  w,U 
be  watched  with  the  utmost  interest. 


■,,.„..  flioanu  on  Dkhby  Day  not  unly  causes  a  thrill  of 
in  it  wno,  on  "  .  iiioeaH •  when  Htrangor*  aro  tno 


Mr.  Phillip  Tickle  one  of  the  honorary  MJ™tw*f8 
of  the  siciety,  siys  that  they  are  about  to  clear  out  all  the 
cnirse  fish  from  the  big  lake  at  Horsted  Keynes,  and, 
when  thoroughly  cleared,  re-stock  it  with  4000  yearling 
trout  It  is  anticipated  that  this  will,  in  a  few  yea,  s, 
ffid 'excellent  sport  to  the  members  of  the  club.  This  has 
been  very  arduous  work,  and  is  being  earned  out  m  a  most 
efficient  manner  by  the  stocking  comm.  tee  foremost, 
amongst  whom  are  Messrs.  W.  W,  Booth,  W.J.  UOUano, 
Chas.  Gostling,  and  Goodwin. 

Manx-eykd  (I  mean  lynx-eyed)  DjSgftjS,** 
river  keeper,  will,  of  course,  be  present  at  the  Thames 
River  Keepers'  Dinner  on  Friday  evening  tto-jnghtt  m  dj 
hh '  glory  We  all  know  him  to  be.  a  nun  ot  staring 
worCaud  it  is  hope,!  that  his  portrait  JS  % 

FG   of  Feb.  20.    He  knows    I   am     locked  up  tor 

Est  €lf^.  **lr&  Si'^ 

ffo  as  far  as  Shepperton.  One  jack,  81D„  UUI  u.  «»« 
ffi»l  put  in  its  back  fin,  dated  1807,  g.ven  by  Mr.  Locked, 
dentist.    All  the  fish  wore  in  grand  condition. 

M»  B  (illUKNEY  writes:  "In  bM  work's  issue  I 
et-fted  il  from  the  Grosham's  late  Wimbledon  Toorna; 
monTtotards  the  Lea  Preservation  The  word  Ore  Jam 
should  have  been  left  out."  fAll  right,  R.  O..;  \'"y"r 
all  that"  the  Oreehamitee  worked  very  hard  indeed  to 
make  the  Tournament  a  success.] 
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Tiik  valuable  and  comploto  fishing  knife  wliicli  belougod 
to  the  late  Mr.  .1.  I'.  Wheeldon,  angling  contributor  to 
the  Bportaman,  has  been  presented  by  his  widow  as  a 
souvenir  to  Mr.  J.  Jcffery  ("  Straw  Hat  "). 

Thu  is  what  tho  Glasgow  Evening  Timet  says: 
"  Aniinul  psychology  is  apparently  an  attiactive  subject. 
ProfrMor  Garner  shut  himsolf  up  in  a  cage  in  order  to 
study  tho  language  and  mental  developement  of  the  apes 
who  crowded  round  to  see  what  strange  beast  this  might 
be.  Another  inquirer  has  gene  scientifically  into  the 
question,  "Are  animals  happy  f  "  though  plain  people 
have  long  ago  decidod  that  if  a  dog  is  not  happy  when  he 
is  let  off  the  chain,  he  must  be  a  consumate  actor.  Now  a 
Frankfort  piofessor  is  puzzling  German  psychologists  and 
anglers  with  the  question,  "  Have  fish  a  memory  ?  "  The 
bearing  of  his  question  lies  in  the  application  of  the  answer, 
for  it  has  long  been  tho  accepted  view  that  the  covering  of 
Ihe  brain  is  the  seat  of  memory.  Now,  fish  have  no  brain 
covering  at  all.  Therefore,  if  fish  bavoameinory,  memory 
does  not  reside  exclusively  in  tho  covering  of  the  brain. 
(}.F..1>.  It  is  quite  clear  that  Professor  Edinger  does  not 
know  much  about  anglers,  or  ho  would  scaioely  have 
appealed  to  them  to  give  bun  their  experiences.  For  there 
are  three  degrees  in  the  bearing  of  false  witness  :  Positive, 
Liar ;  Comparative,  Export  Witness  ;  Superlative,  Angler. 
The  Professor  will  scarcely  obtain  a  tittle  of  credible 
ovidence,  but  he  is  certain  to  bag  some  resplendent 
fabrications. 

>  •  ♦  *  <  

In  the  Thame*  Angling  Newt  Mr.  B.  ().  Jackson 
writes :  "  I  have  just  tried  some  of  the  best  places  at 
Marlow  ;  could  not  get  a  touch.  1  tried  the  same  places 
tho  next  day,  and  found  the  fish  at  home.  A  well-known 
fisherman  once  said,  '  Never  go  fishing  without  a  ther- 
mometer.' I  am  inclined  to  agree  with  this,  because  if 
you  find  tho  water  on  the  day  you  get  good  spcrt  at  a 
certain  temperature,  and  the  next  day  have  no  sport,  when 
you  find  the  water  near  enough  to  the  first  temperature 
you  are  likely  (o  get  good  sport  again.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  will  generally  be  found  that  any  definite  change  in 
the  temperature  of  the  water  affects  the  fish.  This  is 
especially  noticed  with  the  commencement  of  a  frost,  when 
fish  feed  badly,  but  after  a  few  days  the  fish  get  used  to 
the  colder  temperature,  and  again  feed  well." 


The  Yachting  Exhibition  inns  merrily  its  course,  and 
satisfies  both  exhibitors  and  public.  Visitors  will  be 
interested  to  know  that  next  Saturday  "the  strongest 
man  on  earth"  will  reappear  at  the  Royal  Aquarium, 
where  he  created  such  a  sensation  by  breaking  chains  and 
coins.  This  time  he  will  introduce  a  number  of  feats 
which  have  been  very  successful  in  America  and  on  the 
Continent.  Meanwhile,  Mr.  Ritchie  or  Mr.  Wilkinson  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  from  intending  exhibitors  re  the 
Fishing  Exhibition,  which  opens  on  March  9. 

 >♦*■»<  

Of  course,  besides  the  yachts,  punts,  and  boats,  there 
are  many  interesting  "side  shows."  Not  forgetting  the 
ingenious  "  Shellbend"  folding  boat,  a  dinghy.  10ft.  long, 
folding  into  an  exceedingly  small  space.  The  Fishing 
Gazette  stall  is  once  moie  in  evidence,  and  to  keep  it 
company,  the  advance  guard  of  the  Fisheries  exhibitors  in 
the  stalls  and  persons  of  Mr.  J.  R  .  Richardson,  oflKingston, 
and  J.  Enright,  of  Castleconnell,Jare,  I  am  told,  with  us 
once  again,  doing  "good  business."  It  would  be  super- 
fluous to  comment  on  the  specialities  of  these  two  well- 
known  firms  ;  but  hope  to  have  something  to  say  when  the 
fisheries  opens  on  March  9. 


The  Sporting  Life  is  responsible  for  the  following  : 

Two  landlubbers  aBked  an  old  fisherman  at  Yarmouth  to  tell  them 
a  fishing  yarn,  if  he  had  one  to  spare,  with  the  following  result : 

After  swallowing  his  quid,  the  old  salt  said: 

"  Oh,  yes ;  the  last  time  I  was  out  whaling  a  fnnny  thing 
happened.  One  morning  the  Icok-out  sang  out,  1  There  she 
blows,'  and  we  promptly  got  out  the  whaler  and  rowed  for  the 
blubber  manufacturer  as  Bard  as  the  divil  would  let  us.  We 
managed  to  get  two  harpoonB  into  him  before  he  dived  and 
treated  ub  to  a  tow  at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  hour.  After  this 
he  came  up,  and  with  a  blow  of  his  tail  smashed  the  boat  all  to 
atoms.  Well,  I  got  hold  of  an  oar,  and  started  to  swim  back  to 
the  ship,  which  was  only  about  five  miles  off,  and  after  a  hit 
thought  I  heard  a  funny  noise  behind  me.  Looking  round  I  saw 
the  whale  coming  at  me  with  his  mouth  wide  open,  and  he 
promptly  swallowed  me  and  the  oar.  Of  course,  I  did  not  know 
what  to  do,  but  at  last  a  bright  idea  struck  me.  I  got  out  my 
knife  and  cut  a  hole  in  his  stern,  and  shoved  the  oar  through,  and 
sculled  the  bounder  into  Liverpool." 

River  and  lake  anglers  may  now  take  a  rest ;  there  is  an 
ocean  of  possibilities  open  for  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Association.   Magna  est  Veritas  et  prxvalebit. 


Mr.  Edison  informs  the  world  that  he  lias  discovered 
seme  chemicals  which,  used  in  connection  with  photo- 
graphy, will  reverse  the  effects  of  the  Rcintgen  Rajs  and 
enable  surgical  science  to  reveal  the  mysteries  of  human 
affliction,  for  which  new  mercy  let  us  offer  heartfelt 
flanks.  My  album  of  fish  skeletons  will  now  be  relegated 
to  a  back  shelf.  I  remember  Dr.  Patterson  showing  to  an 
audience  of  British  Sea  Anglers  the  photograph  of  a  cod 
with  a  zigzag  spine,  elucidated  by  the  Rontgen  process, 
which  showed  the  bony  system,  with  all  its  defects,  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  fleshy  parts.  By  the  new  discovery  of 
Edison,  vie  are  to  have  revealed  the  fleshy  and  muscular 
parts,  together  with  the  viscera,  and  the  bony  system  left 
out.    Piscatorial  philosophers  please  note  ! 

 >  •  «  »  ( 

If  it  be  true  that  "  we  live  not  by  years,  but  by  heart 
throbs,"  as  my  friend,  the  author  of  "  Festus,"  assures 
us,  it  is  a  pity  that  the  thousands  of  anglers  who  daily 
pass  along  Fleet-street  and  the  Strand,  do  not  increase 
their  ttock  of  joys  by  walking  into  Garden  Court,  Middle 
Temple,  from  time  to  time,  to  take  a  peep  at  a  pretty 
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collection  of  living  fish  in  the  fountain  dish.  The  court  is 
but  a  minute's  walk  from  the  Law  Courts  ;  it  is  a  veritable 
oasis  in  the  midst  of  jangling  and  turbulent  London. 

 y+*+<  

A  correspondent  inquires  whether  the  reservoirs 
attached  to  the  New  River  at  Stoke  Newington  are  open 
to  the  free  use  of  the  angling  public  ;  if  not,  what  means 
are  open  to  anglers  to  obtain  permission  for  sport  there ; 
and,  such  privilege  being  obtained,  whether  a  day  spent 
there  would  be  a  sort  of  "  winter  of  discontent"?  My 
querist  is  not  alone  in  his  pursuit  of  knowledge  under 
difficulties  in  this  matter.  1  have  had  opportunities  of 
tosting  the  matter,  through  the  courtesy  of  a  friend  whose 
grounds  abut  on  the  water,  and  who  has  the  privilege  of 
trking  a  companion,  and  have  "  thrown  up  the  sponge." 
There  are  two  serious  drawbacks— one,  the  increasing 
scarcity  year  by  year  of  fish ;  the  other,  the  inablity  to 
got  at  the  few  that  continue  to  count  the  reservoirs  as 
their  abiding  place.  Time  was— only  a  few  years  ago— 
when  we  could  gaze  on  packs  or  shoals  of  roach,  dace,  and 
perch  in  the  New  River  itself ,  and  cast  right  among  them ; 
indeed,  only  three  years  since  it  appeared  to  be  a  luxurious 
aquarium.  But  the  visitation  of  four  to  six  anglers  daily 
(by  permits  granted  by  the  New  River  Company)  during 
the  coarse  fishing  season  has  so  far  depleted  the  river  as  to 
render  it— in  that  district— worthless  for  angling  purposes. 

The  natural  suggestion  of  1'iscator  would  be  that  the 
rising  generation  of  undei  sized  fish  would  fill  up  the 
ranks,  and  that  the  birth-rate  would  so  far  exceed  the 
death-rate,  that  the  supply  would  be  well  kept  up.  This 
cogent  reasoning,  however,  is  knocked  out  by  the  lament- 
able fact  that  swans  are  bred  and  fostered  on  the  lakes, 
which  festive  birds  have  luxurious  taste.  In  a  sentence: 
fish-spawn  to  the  swan,.is as  "  caviare  to  the  General," 
rerb.  sap.  But,  I  shall  be  reminded,  there  must  be  some 
old-stagers  which  escaped  the  dangers  which  beset  baby- 
hood (spawn-ship),  and  contrived  to  get  past  the  days  of 
swaddling-clothes,  and  reach  mature  age.  True:  there 
are  some  few  veteran  jack  or  pike,  which  occasionally,  but 
very  seldom,  find  a  home  on  shore  by  the  aid  of  a  gaff. 
The  explanation  is,  that  the  bed  of  the  reservoir  slops s 
inward  so  far  that  the  really  deep  water,  in  which  the 
fish  abide,  is  too  far  from  the  margin  to  be  reached  by  the 
bank  aDgler,  and — there  is  no  punt. 


I  understand  that  the  next  Central  Association  visit 
will  be  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers,  on  Monday,  15th 
inst.,  Mr.  Harry  Patman  in  the  chair. 

 >»♦■»<  

Mr.  C.  L.  Mathews,  of  Walton  House,  Marlow-on- 
Thames,  writes:  The  river, which  was  falling  nicely  after 
the  flood,  is  again  likely  to  be  upset  by  rain,  which  has 
been  on  and  off  since  last  night  (Wednesday).  The  water 
is  an  excellent  colour,  and  fine  weather  is  all  we  want. 


"  A  well-known  city  councillor,"  saysthe  Birmingham 
Argus,  "  has  a  trout  stream  running  through  the  grounds 
adjoining  his  house,  and  whenever  any  angling  friends  go 
to  pay  him  a  visit  he  demolish  ates  the  plenitude  of  his 
fish  by  ca' ching  one  and  handing  it  round  for  inspection. 
The  gentleman  in  question  is  a  prominent  philanthropist, 
and  a  strong  supporter  of  all  societies  which  have  for  their 
object  the  prevention  of  cruelty  either  to  children  or  dumb 
animals.  This  is  the  reason  why  when  showing  his  trout 
he  never  uses  a  tarbed  hook,  and  always  replaces  the  fish 
in  its  native  element  as  soon  as  his  friends'  backs  are 
turned.  But  what  about  the  poor  worm  which  the  fish 
bites  when  captured  ?  Why  not  use  artificial  bait,  Mr. 
Councillor  ?  "  This  charitable  consideration  for  the  poor 
worm  is  really  admirable  in  its  way,  but  why  does  my 
Argus  friend  not  go  farther  and  suggest  that  the  worthy 
councillor  should  himself  jump  in  and  catch  the  trout  in 
his  hands,  and  thus  save  a  good  hook,  whilst  at  the  same 
time  the  dear  little  worm  would  live  on  ? 
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Shades  of  Cobden  and  Bright !  At  a  visit  on  Feb.  11, 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Cobden  A.S.,the  A.B.S.  bo« 
was  opened.  Of  course,  they  generally  have  to  be  opened, 
but  what  do  you  think  it  totalled  up  to  when  they  had 
done  counting  ?  .lust  a  nice  little  £10  10s.'  Se3retary 
Twyman,  you  mu?t  be  good  beggar— and  your  men 
merchant  princ?s.   Bravo  ! 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers' 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel  on 
Wednesday,  March  3,  at  eight  o'clock.  Notices  of  motion 
must  reach  the  secretary  eight  days  prior  to  that  date. 
The  annual  dinner  will  be  on  Wednesday,  March  17, 
tickets  for  which  are  ready,  and  can  be  obtained  at  06, 
Haymarket,  S.W.,  price  5s.  each.  An  early  application 
for  same  is  requested.  The  prize  medals  of  the  society, 
and  the  silver  cup  presented  by  the  town  of  Deal,  will  be 
distributed  after  dinner.  Subscriptions  are  now  due. 
 >♦»♦  <  

L'homme  propose  et  Vieuv  dispose.  It  wag  my 
intention  to  have  said  just  a  word  last  week  about  the  F.  F..- 
annual  dinner  at  the  Hotel  Cecil,  but  my  space  was 
utilised  for  other  matter.  But  now,  propped  up  in  lied, 
and  under  the  physician's  care,  I  have  read  all  the 
speeches  with  even  more  pleasure  than  when  they  were 
first  uttered.  Enough  has  been  said  of  the  inacoustic  pro- 
perties of  the  elegant,  charming,  and  graceful  hall.  I  do 
not  say  that  the  Grand  Hall,"  in  which  the  dinner  was 
served,  possesses  the  properties  of  the  celebrated 
"  Whispering  Gallery,"  but  I  do  say  that  I  heard  the 
majority  of  speakers  quite  plainly.  I  also  took  a  few 
notes,  and  on  referring  to  them  I  missed  from  the  F.  G.  ; 
that  witty,  ad  captandum  speech  of  "  Red  Spinner's." 
Was  he,  too,  crowded  out  ? — the  people's  William  ! 

Did  he  not,  after  all  the  toasts  which  coold  be  invented 
by  a  fertile  committee  had  been  "honoured,"  suddenly 
remember — instinctively,  intuitively  if  you  will — that, 
although  the  battle,  had  teen  fought  and  won,  there 
was  still  a  parting  shot  to  be  fired  ?  Parting  shot !  Why 
it  was  a  perfect  fusilade.  In  good  voice  (better  certainly 
than  on  the  occasion  of  the  B.S.A.S.  reading  at  Cannon- 
street)  he  "rose  to  the  occasion."  He  said:  "Mr. 
Chairman  and  gentlemen, — I  am  not  on  the  toast  list — 
(A .  voice  :  I  should  think  not.  Hear,  hear,  and  loud 
laughter) — but  would  ask  for  a  few  moments  to  be  on  the  list. 
I  have  heard  all  the  speeches  fhat  I  could  hear — (laughter) 
— but  I  missed  any  reference  to  us— old  fogie3 — who  will 
be  dropping  away  one  by  one,  but  who  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  in  the  Flyfishers'  Club.  The  toast  I  have  to  \ 
propose  is  that  of  "  Our  Entertainers."  They  are  all  good 
friends  of  mine.  But  before  we  drink  their  health  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  was  delighted  to  hear  Mr.  Comyns  Carr's 
speech.  He  is  a  great  dramatic  critic  and  eminent  literary 
man.  Doubtless  he  supposes  that  he  has  arrived  at  that 
eminence  because  of  his  literary  genius.  Rubbish  ! 
(Laughter. )    It  is  because  he  is  an  angler. 


"  Then  there  is  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell.  I  can  see  in  his 
keen,  handsome  face  now  that  he  thinks  his  eminence  is 
due  to  his  parliamentary  ability.  Trash !  (Laughter.) 
It  is  because  he  is  a  great  angling  author  — 
(applause) — and  has  written  some  of  the  most  delight- 
ful things  about  angling  in  our  age,  and  he  has  not 
stopped  at  sea  trout,  but  has  written  some  charming 
things  for  us  about  our  own  latest  cult  —  fly-fishing. 
But  for  the  toast  of  the  entertainers.  That  is  a  matter  in 
which  Mr.  David  Wilson,  the  secretary  of  this  club,  is 
greatly  interested.  It  is  he  who  brings  together  our  good 
friends  the  entertainers,  who  give  us  so  much  pleasure, 
and  whose  health  I  now  ask  you  to  drink."  And  it  was 
drunk  right  merrily.  A  better  served  dinner  it  would  be 
hard  to  conceive — all  was  perfection.  The  spirited  manager, 
Mr.  Brentini,  is  to  be  heartily  congratulated  on  his 
princely  catering.  Dragnet. 


"DRAGNET"  READING  HIS  "JOTTINGS  BY  THE  WAY." 


[Our  readers  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  "  Dragnet,"  who  has  been  seriously  ill  with  a  touch  of 
congestion  of  the  lungs,  is  getting  better.  Ou'r  photo  was  taken  this  morning  early,  just  as  he  cirae 
to  the  whale  story  we  sent  him  for  his  "  Jottings  "  tliis  week.   Note  the  effect  on  his  complexion..— Ei>.  J 
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fiotea  from  tf)e  fiorti). 

By  the  time  these  note 3  are  in  print  another  angling 
season  will  have  dawned  ou  the  bulk  of  our  Scottish 
rivers  for  the  few  that  are  already  free  of  the  legaTfetters 
caunot  be  considered  a3  of  much  account  except  the  Tay. 

The  opening  under  any  circumstances  cannot  be  a  bright 
DBA.  There  has  been  no  evidence  of  anything  like  a  run 
of  fish  being  on  the  coast  ever  since  the  late  gale,  some 
I  four  weeks  ago  now.  There  has  been  no  evidence  of  a 
bead  of  fish  being  in  the  river,  and,  besides,  the  tempera- 
ture bas  been  all  the  other  way  about. 

The  proof  of  the  pudding  is  the  preeing  or  eating  of  it ; 
and  when  clean  fish  are  being  got  quite  plentifully  about 
Banchory  on  the  Dee,  then  the  early  spring  angler  may 
confidently  make  a  start.  Meantime,  there  is  nothing  but 
a  river  full  of  snow  broth,  ice-covered  banks,  and  beastly 
roads  to  get  about  it,  to  offer  to  anyone. 

The  nets  will  also  ply  on  Friday,  and  more  than  likely 
thev  will, |as  usual,  get  the  lion's  (and  the  tiger's  too,  for  that 
matter)  share  of  the  season's  produce.  Last  year,  when  the 
winter  was  fine  and  open,  there  was  a  good  head  of  fish  got 
away  from  the  sea  before  the  nets  were  put  down,  and  as 
regards  the  Dee,  these  were  the  fish  which  were  got  so  pro- 
lifically  on  the  Glentana,  Ballater,  Balmoral,  and 
especially  the  Braemar  waters. 

There  was  captured  at  Muchalls  last  week  a  splenlid 
specimen  of  the  peregrine  or  grey  falcon.  It  had  a 
damaged  wing,  and  showed  fight  when  caught  by  Mr. 
Peter  Henderson,  of  the  Marine  Hotel.  Thanks  to  the 
care  shown  it,  it  is  getting  quite  lively,  and  the  wing 
appears  to  be  healing. 

There  were  considerable  rejoicings  at  Invereauld  last 
week  over  the  birth  of  an  heiress  to  the  estate.  Of  course 
every  gillie  for  miles  round  wa3  there,  along  with  troops 
of  tenants  from  Braemar  and  the  adjoining  properties. 
In  spite  of  the  stormy  weather  a  huge  bonfire  was  erected 
ou  a  neighbouring  height,  and  to  the  blaze  of  the  faggot, 
the  skirl  of  the  bagpipe ,  and  the  hooch  of  John  and  Shammus 
and  Hamish  and  itory,  and  Donalt,  the  healths  of  the 
y.ung  lady  who  had  arrived  to  grace  the  halls  ot  the 
Farquharsons,  and  her  mother  and  father,  were  drunk 
again  and  again.  . 

The  Great  North  of  Scotland  Railway  Company  are  to 
build  a  palatial  hotel  at  Ballater,  to  meet  the  growing 
demand  of  tourists.  They  are  busy  building  one  at  the 
cominc  Brighton  of  the  East— Port-Errol— where  a  nica 
basket  of  trout  may  eas'ly  be  got  from  the  Cruden  Burn 
and  in  the  spring  and  autumn  a  fair  sprinkling  ot  hnnock 
and  sea  trout. 

The  Mary  Culter  Bridge  over  the  Dee  will  bo  a  great 
boon  to  the  tourist  angler.  It  is  a  substantial  structure, 
and  has  just  been  finally  handed  over  to  the  road  trustees. 
The  cost  has  been  some  £6000,  including  £2000  spent  on 
accesses.   It  is  just  at  the  head  of  the  Ktncaussie  water. 

There  is  not  much  connection  between  the  ordinary 
angler  and  the  Sultan  of  Morocco,  yet  Mr  Robert 
Mortimer,  a  keen  angler,  and  brother  to  Mr.  John 
,  Mortimer,  one  of  the  first  fishermen  of  the  day  leaves  tor 
Morocco  direct  to  enter  the  service  of  the  bultan  as 
piper.  He  has  received  a  three  years'  engagement  as 
electrical  engineer  and  piper  at  £200  per  annum  and  all 
found. 

Bob  Mortimer  will  not  live  if  he  does  not  take  at  least  a 
fronting  rod  with  him,  just  to  look  at  if  he  can  put  it  to 
no  better  use.  Born  at  Clinter,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Fengh,  Bob  and  his  brothers  maybe  said  to  have  been 
born  anglers  in  reality,  for  they  angled  as  soon  as  they 
could,  crawl,  and  have  been  at  it  ever  since. 

There  is  a  movement  in  Aberdeen  for  a  curling,  skating, 
and  yach'ing  pond.  When  it  comes  we  are  to  have  it 
stocked  with  Loch  Leveu  trout.  There  was  a  movement 
to  approach  the  town  council  in  the  matter  but  that  has 
been  given  up,  and  a  company  is  now  to  be  formed. 

The  intarest  in  the  cominr  Yachting  ami  Fisheries 
Exhibition  grows  apace.  Fiaserbargh,  by  a  day,  was 
before  Aberdeen  in  holding  a  public  meeting  to  appoint  a, 
working  committee  to  collect  exhibits.  On  Ir.day  last 
Aberdeen  followed  the  Lord  Provost,  and  an  influential 
ommittee  has  been  formed,  to  further  ths  interests  ot  the 
I    exhibition  as  a  whole  and  encourage  local  entries. 

A  good  many  of  the  Aberdeen  Town  Council's  netting 
stations  have  changed  hands  this  spring.  Iho  old  leases 
have  run  out  in  some  half  .dozen  shots  or  so,  and  these 
have  been  nearly  all  let  to  new  tenants. 

'  Mr.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  writes  me  to  say  that  he  has 
lot  the  upper  Blackball  water  up  till  May  1,  but  atte. 
that  date  ho  is  open  till  August  1.  May,  June,  and I  July 
are  good  months  on  these  parts  of  the  Dee  for  _surm. er 
sa'.mon  and  grilse  angling,  and  we  should  think  that  Mr. 
Smith  will  not  drive  a  hard  bargain  with  anyone  looking 
oat  for  a  few  weeks  or  a  month's  summer  fishing. 

Don  anglers  are  anything  but  sanguine  of  a  good 
s  opening,  on  the  tidal  reaches  at  least  owing  to  the  silting 
up  of  the  mouth  of  the  river.   Wo  will  see. 
*  Special  Scotch. 


lprovincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  new  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham A. A.  was  held  on  Feb.  4.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The 
president  referred  to  the  serious  illness  of  Mr.  J.  Hughes, 
and  expressed  the  wish  that  the  gentleman  would  soon 
recover  and  take  his  place  at  the  meetings.^  He  (the 
speaker)  congratulated  the  members  upon  their  appoint- 
ment'to  serve  on  the  committee,  after  which  the  minutes 
of  the  past  committee  meeting,  held  on  Jan.  7  last,  were 
read  and  adopted.    Mr.  Coles  gave  in  a  lengthy  report  of 
his  labours  on  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  after  hearing 
which  the  following  resolution  was  passed:  "That  this 
committee,  jointly  with  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion, take  up  the  defence  of  the  anglers  summoned  for 
fishing  for  coarse  fish  in  the  river  Severn  without  a  trout 
licence,  and  that  the  liability  in  the  forthcoming  test  case 
be  equally  shared  by  the  two  associations,  and  that  Mr.  B. 
Wingfield,  of  Worcester,  be  asked  to  get  one  of  the 
members  of  the  Worcester  Association  to  go  out  and  fish, 
and  so  provide  a  ease  in  order  that  the  case  may  be 
settled.    This  was  unanimously  carried.    The  secretary 
reported  that  four  new  societies  had  complied  with  the 
rules    of    the    association,    and    as    no  opposition 
was   raised    by   the    clubs    to    their   admission  to 
the    association,   they   deserved    to    be   visited.  It 
was  resolved  that  the  Midland  Railway  Company  be 
again  approached  with  the  view  of  opening  up  a  ssrvice  of 
Sunday  trains  on  the  Evesham  route.    Mr.  Miller  gave  in 
a  notice  of  motion  re  the  dates  upon  which  the  half  yearly 
subscriptions  should  be  paid  to  the  association.  This 
concluded  the  chief  business  of  the  meeting.    The  Rose 
and  Crown  Society  on  Tuesday  evening  last  brought  their 
numerical  strength  up  to  over  200  financial  members. 
The  clubs,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  are  talcing  up  the  scheme 
for  acquiring  a  challenge  cup  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society.   A  number  of  private  subscriptions  have  been 
added  to  the  lists,  and  in  a  good  few  case3  the  clubs  have 
decided  to  vote  a  sum  of  money  from  their  funds.    A  gocd 
substantial  sum  has  already  been  promised,  and  the  com- 
mittee anticipate  being  able  to  get  a  cup  worthy  of  the 
society.    The  Viae  Unity  Society  on  Tuesday  evening 
last  decided  to  rent  a  portion  of  the  River  Blythe  at 
Hamstil  Ridware.    The  fishing  at  this  place  is  far  above 
the  average,  and  now  that  the  water  has  been  acquired,  a 
number  of  new  members  will  shortly  be  enrolled.    All  the 
Midland  rivers  have  been  unfishable  owing  to  the  recent 
snow  and  rainfalls— in  many  cases  the  water  is  out  over 
the  fields.    Through  a  printer's  error,  a  mistake  occurs 
in  the  balance  sheet  of  the  Provincial  Association— the 
cash  in  the  P.O.  Bank  should  read  £  57  12s.  Id.  in  the  last 
quarter. 

FROM *THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  disastrous  floods  which  have  prevailed  in  the  Fen 
district  this  week  have  entirely  prevented  the  prosecution 
of  angling,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  operations  can 
be  resumed.  Most  of  the  rivers  have  overflowed  their 
banks  with  the  result  that  thousands  of  acre3  of  land  are 
deeply  submerged.  Along  the  course  of  tha  Witham, 
Forty-foot,  and  Glen  the  water  in  places  extends  as  tar  as 
the  eye  can  reach,  and  nothing  but  farm  houses,  buildings, 
stacks,  hedges,  fences,  &c,  are  visiVle.  On  Wednesday 
the  weather  had  assumed  a  more  settled  aspect,  and  the 
rivers  were  subsiding  rapidly.  Should  fine  weather 
continue,  pike  fishermen  should  be  able  to  employ  the 
trolling  rod  next  week. 

FROM  GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 
The  Gloucestershire  trout  streams  generally  have  had  a 
good  spawning  Eeaaon,  and  it  is  only  just  lately  that  there 
his  been  any  flood  to  speak  of  all  through  the  winter,  and 
even  now  they  are  not  nearly  so  serious  as  they  were  some 
vears  back.  Recently,  in  one  backwater  of  tho  Coin 
where  the  big  spawners  had  by  some  means  got  penned 
back  through  the  closing  of  some  hatches  it  was  quite  a 
right  the  big  trout  simply  rolling  about  1  he  pub  ic 
fisheries  on  the  Coin  give  f  romiss  of  a  good  season.  Hie 
Salmo  fario  introduced  last  Christmas  twelvemonth  are  m 
s' rong  evidence.  The  trouting  season  opens  in  Gloucester 
on  April  1.  The  following  list  of  artificial  flies  will  he 
it  und  all  that  are  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Gloucester 
streams  during  the  month  of  April,  viz.  :  March  Brown, 
pale  whiged  O^ive  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  Whirling  Blue,  Ol.vo 
QoiU  Gnat,  Hare's  Leg,  with  gold  or  silver  ribbing  Bed 
(luill  Gnat,  Sherry  Spinner,  and  Black  Hawthorn.  Ihoie 
are  for  drv-fly  work.  A  Palmer  will  kill  on  rough  days. 
Flies  ties  by  local  men  as  a  rule  kill  best  and  they  can 
readily  be  obtained  in  the  district  either  at  Cheltenham  or 
Fairford.    Useful  rods  from  10ft.  to  lift. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Bottom  fishers  are  having  a  little  sport,  among 
flounders  and  eels,  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  and 
also  on  the  havens  and  drains,  with  the  black-headed  worn; 
and  t-.il  end  of  the  Dew.  At  the  hiBt  council  meeting  Of 
the  Hull  Amalgamate!  A.A.,  held  at  the  Queen's  Hotel, 
on  Fob  3  the  president  (Mr.  W.  H.  Barked  in  the  chair; 
Mr  i  T  WcoJford  resigned  his  office  as  ton.  secretary 
tlirouVh  indisposition,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Hall  was  num.- 
monsTy  electee I  to  fill  that  office  for  1897.  The ,1  oHerness 
Thursday  A.S.  made  application  to  le^mo  atlih a  e  1  to  the 
Amalgamation,  and  was  duly  nominated.  Several  societies 
having  made  application  to  fish  their  matches  in  he 
BurstwLk  Drain  and  Patrington  Haven  the  to  lowing 
were  granted:  Kxcolsior  A.S.,  open  match  on  Saturday, 
March  13  and  club  match  on  Good  Friday,  bot  h  at  H  cdon  ; 
tl.r  Albi  n  and  HuU  Town  Club's  matches,  at  Patrington 
Hav«  on  Friday;  and  Stoneferry  A.S.  club  match 

at  Beta  on  April  17.    The  next  council  meeting  will  be 


held  at  headquarters  on  March  3.  At  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  East  Hull  A.S.,  Mr.  A.  Davis  was  elected 
president  for  189",  Mr.  T.  Johnson  being  eleeted 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Galbraith  secretary ;  and 
it  was  arranged  to  hold  a  smokimg  concert  at  head- 
quarters ou  March  1  at  8  p.m.  The  Old  Scnlceates  A.S. 
held  their  annual  dinner  at  the  Sculcoates  new  inn, 
Swann-street  Bridge,  Hull.  The  president,  Mr.  C.  Hall, 
occupied  the  chair,  and  after  a  most  excellent  repast  and 
the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  had  been  duly  honoured, 
a  presentation  was  made  to  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr  E.  Cleggl 
for  services  rendered  to  the  society  during  his  term  cf 
office,  which  consisted  of  a  valuable  clock  j  the  rest  of  the 
evening  was  devoted  to  conviviality.  This  society  will  fish 
their  first  match  on  Sevinemoor,  in  the  River  Hull,  on 
April  10.  The  Hull  Ramblers'  A.A.  held  their  annual 
meetiug  at  the  Cricketers'  Arms,  Prospect-street,  on 
Friday  evening,  Feb.  5,  and  after  arranging  important 
matters  for  the  ensuing  season,  the  officers  were  elected. 
The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  March  11.  The 
Derringham  A.C.  will  hold  their  annual  dinner  at  the 
Polar  Bear  Hotel,  Hull,  on  Feb.  22. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  decided  thaw  set  in  throughout  the  lake  district  on 
Monday,  and  we  may  anytime  now  look  for  spring  floods, 
which,  if  nothing  else,  will  protect  fish  from  the  poachers. 
These  miscreants  have  been  busy  in  different  portions  of 
the  district,  and  it  is  feared  have  succeeded  in  many 
instances  in  securing  large  hauls  of  fish.  A  few  have  been 
detected  in  the  act  and  prosecuted,  but  it  would  appear 
that  for  one  poacher  eaught  a  score  get  clear  away  with 
their  plunder.  A  notable  case  came  before  a  local 
bench  of  magistrates  last  week,  when  a  man  named 
Morris,  who  had  five  times  previously  been  convicted 
of  fish  poaching,  was  charged  with  being  in  unlawful 
possession  of  four  salmon  ou  Jan.  12.  Two  water  bailiffs 
in  the  employ  of  the  Lune  Fishery  Board  proved  finding 
the  defendant  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Rothay  at  five 
o'clock  on  the  morning  in  question.  He  had  in  his 
possession  four  salmon,  weighing  in  the  aggregate  701b  , 
besides  a  spear  and  other  poaching  tackle.  Three  of  the 
fish  were  females,  and  full  of  spawn.  Defendant  admitted 
the  charge,  and  said  the  defendants  were  to  blame  for  his 
act.  They  would  not  allow  the  salmon  to  come  up  the 
river  in  the  open  season,  and  consequently  they  were  taken 
when  they  did  come  in  the  close  time.  The  magistrates 
then  informed  the  defendant,  after  this  audacious  state- 
ment, that  the  liwest  penalty  they  could  inflict  was  £0 
and  costs,  but  as  they  knew  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  pay 
such  a  sum,  they  would  commit  him  to  prison  for  one  week 
without  hard  labour. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Fishing  is  all  but  at  a  standstill.  We  do  not  hear  of 
even  a  pike  of  any  size  getting  grassed.  Most  of  our  local 
waters  have  been  frozen  over,  and  even  canals  have 
suffered.  The  ice-boat  has  on  several  occasions  been 
requisitioned  on  the  Bridgeivater  Canal.  The  action  now 
pending  between  Capt.  Ormrod  and  the  Corporat'on  of 
Lancaster  is  exciting  a  lot  of  interest  amongst  the  fisher- 
men who  regularly  frequent  the  Wyresdale  district,  and  if 
in  the  end  pollution  of  any  sort  is  stopped,  our  best 
thanks  will  be  given  to  the  gallant  captain.  Pollution  IB 
too  rife  in  many  waters ;  our  brethren  at  Northwich  have 
been  great  sufferers,  and  a'though  the  law  is  continually 
put  in  motion,  our  rivers  are  still  as  abominable  as  ever. 
We  can  imagine  verdict3  in  the  future  to  he  "found 
poisoned,"  and  not  "  found  drowned  ;"  and  what  a  terrible 
death  to  die!  Calendars  hive  been  already  consulted, 
and,  as  Whitsuntide  falls  very  late  this  year,  questions  are 
being  asked  if  one  or  two  waters  cannot  be  opened  on  the 
7th  instead  of  the  Kith.  If  this  is  done  in  the  interests  of 
working  men,  perhaps  the  rcc  >rding  angel  will  drop  a  tear 
and  blot  out  the  offence. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

The  change  has  been  of  a  most  spring-like  nature,  and 
a  much  earlier  resumption  of  fishing  was  rendered  possible 
at  Leicester,  owing  to  the  great  facilities  provided  by  the 
corporation  for  dealing  with  immense  volumes  of  water. 
The  river  Soar,  above  Leicester,  is  still  overflowing  tho 
meadows  in  the  low-lying  portions  at  Aylestone,  and  tho 
dykes  all  bank  full.  Mr.  Prince  has  had  roach, '.Mb.  and 
(ill..;  Mr.  Eld,  Mb.;  Mr.  Worth,  (lib.;  Mr.  I*arson>  a 
nice'pike  and  some  roach,  and  Mr.  Warwick,  roach.  Not 
many  town  anglers  hive  been  to  the  resorts  on  tho 
Wreuke. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Iho  Bank  of  England  Angling  Society  have  just  got 
through  with  their  annual  meeting.  Several  new  members 
were  enrolled,  and  tho  following  is  the  new  executive  for 
the  coining  season  :  President,  II.  Stark ie  ;  vieepre.-ideht, 
.).  Moores;  tie. surer,  .1.  S.  Sw.inn  ;  secretary  G. 
Crowther;  committee,.!.  H .  Chad  wick,  A.  Ho  ■buck,  W. 
Jackson,  W.  Chappell,  and  .1.  Death ;  del 'gate,  II 
Starkie  As  this  club  is  situated  in  one  ot  the  most 
dcnsoly  populated  districts  of  thiscity.it  n  sure  to  me  t 
the  wants  of  many  working  men  anglers, .  who  r.;  ,...  •<• 
a  club  in  orde?  to  carry  out  their  idea*  ot  tho 
proper  wuy  of  obtaining  sport.  Very  little,  if  any, 
improvement  has  taken  place  in  the  surrounding. 
<>-  our  spjrt  since  last  week.  The  weather  lias  Homcvliit 
improved,  but  still  there  is  nothing  t  .  tempi  onyoneto 
rish  their  health  by  venturing  forth  in  Boarch  of  a  day  s 
li-hing  It  is  gratifying  to  1.  am  that  tho  loss,  or  rather 
aprarentloHH,  of  sport  to  bo  anticipated  by  th^  bursting 
of  tho  bank  of  a  local  canal  is  not  so  great  as  was  at  first 
feared  True  the  first  reports  were  very  displntlDg,  but 
the  reassuring  statements  of  thoso  who  know  have  gono 
far  to  relievo  our  friends.  The  lecture  by  Mr.  A.  O.  Da 
Boinville  is  creating  a  lot  of  interest,  and  will  no  doubt 
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Permanent  Protection  from  Chill. 


"Health  Culture"  &  Jaeger  Coy's  Price  List  sent  free, 

JAEGER   DEPOTS : - 

3  and  4,  FRINCES-ST.,  CAVEND1SH-SQ.  (near  Regent-circus). 

126,  REGENT-STREET  (near  the  Quadrant). 
30,  SLOANE-STREET  (adjoining  McPlierson's  Gymnasium). 
456,  STRAND  (near  Trafalgar-square). 
85  and  86,  CHEAPSIDE  (near  King-street). 
TAILORING  (only):- 
,  CONDUIT-STREET,  NEW  BOND-STREET,  W. 
Jaeger  goods  are  sold  in  many  Towns.  Address 
"<  Jaeger  Co.'s  Head  Office,  95,  Milton  Street,  E A 
TRADE  MARK        ^  TESTED 


A  BOON  10  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS. 


JAEGERlCiMw  and  Prencti  Soups. 


ON 

UNDERVVEAJ;. 


FOR 
Pl'RE  WOOL. 


Maggi  s 
CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tubes, 
Is.  8d. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  lOfd. 


Maggi  s 

French  Soups 

(33  Varieties). 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is.  W, ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  7d. 


Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  he  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19, 1896. 
Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  Consomme.   We  have  found  the 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Rifles,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  1896. 
I  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  Bpace  has  to  be  con- 
sidered.  The  Consomme1  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Eussbll-Jeaffeespn,  F.B.G.S.,  <fco. 


OP  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Solo  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STEEET 

LONDON,  W.> 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme1  may  be  tasted  daily. 


Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

NDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

1b.  6d.)  Per  100  yards. 


Roach 
Barbel 
Pike... 
Salmon 


White 


2s.  0d.(_ 
3s.  Od.  f 

4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 
Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Roach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Rods  of 
best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKES 

1,  St.  Swithin's  Square.  Lincoln. 

PERCH  AND  ROACH 

FOR 

STOCKING  PURPOSES 

Excellent  Fish— Extra  Large 
Size. 

For  Prices  and  Testimonials 
Apply— 

FAZELEY  FISHERIES, 

TAMWORTH. 


BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY. 


One  and  Two-year-old  TROUT 

For 

ALSO  GOOD 

PERCH  for  STOCKING. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 
W.  T.  SILK,  Manager,  Stamford. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address :  o,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  advertise  in 

The  Observer*  Chronicle  lor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
Wanted  "  adverts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 


"Visitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  is  obtainable, 
SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN  THE 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
14  words,  6d. ;  30  words,  Is. ,  prepaid. 
Offices  :  Fore  Street,  Totnes. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advts.,  18  words,  6d  ;  30  words,  Is., prepaid 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address:  King  Street,  Alreton 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN, 

Mid-Weekly  Journal  for  the  Western  District. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id. 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 

SEA  and  RIVER  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
South  Devon  District,  throughout  which  the 
Western  Guardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Moderate. 
Head  Offices:  Totnes,  Devon. 


DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Henry  Vonsonby  is  commanded 
by  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  his  HandbooTc." 

"  Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
for."— British  Weekly.  "  Farsuperior 
o  ordinary  guides."— London  Daily  Chronicle. 
l».  each.  Illustrated. 
Maps  by  John  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.8. 
The  Vale  of  Llangollen.   The  Wye  Valley.  Abe- 
rystwith,  Towyn,  and  Barmouth.  The  North  Wales 
Coast.  The  Severn  Valley.  Bournemouth  and  the 
New  Forest.    The  Isle  of  Wight.  The  Channe 
Islands.  Malvern,  Hereford,  Worcester,  and  Glou 
cester.  Llandrindod  Wells  and  the  Spas  of  Mid. 
Wales.  Bristol,  Bath,  Chepstow,  &  Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Crown  8vo.,  cloth,  2?.— The  Birds,  Wild  Flowers, 

Ferns,  and  Grasses  of  North  Wales. 
Llangollen :   Darlinoton   and   Co.  London: 
Simpkin,  Marshall,  and  Co. 


PHOTOGRAPHS.— Beautiful  Photographs 
of  Scenery,  Ruins,  Sc.,  in  Italy,  Greece,  Turkey, 
Palestine,  and  Epypt ;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  Is.  6u., 
2s.,  and  2s.  6d.  Complete  List  Post  Free. 

DARLINGTON  &  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensia,  S.  Fontinalis, 
Bainbows,  and  Grayling 


LINES  FOR  SEA-FISHING. 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE, 


Boat  Rods  for  Pollack. 
Sea  Rods  for  Spinning. 
India-Rubber  Sand  Eels: 
Silver  Spinners  for  Mackerel. 
Shrimp  and  Prawn  Nets  Mounted. 
Naturalist's  Dredges  and  Sieves. 
Otter  Trawls,  Trammels,  &c, 
Illustrated  Qwide  to  Fishing  Gratis. 


HEARDER  &  SON, 
frsrttail  listing  toxtllt  snfr  gft 
leakers, 
PLYMOUTH. 

SttaWthed  1770.     Behest  Awards  everywhtrt. 


Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 

N.B.  —  Established  by  the  late  Thos. 
 Andrews,  of  Gnildford.  

To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Greexheart,  Hickory,  or  Lancewooo  : 
l\in.    3in.     Jin.     Jin.      Sin.     }in.  2ft.  long.  ' 
1  -    4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6  8d.    6d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  ftft  long. 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules.Winch  Fittings, Snike  Rings,  and  every 
Requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Fliea  in  stock  to  suit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is  tid.  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. :  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS  —Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  oth?r  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  por  d  iz .  Dyed  Hackles, 
ljd.perdoz 

Winds  per  Paul— Starlings,  lid.;  Snipe,  Hd. ; 
Woodcock,  :id.:  Waterhen.  3d.;  Partridge,  ljd.: 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  ljd. 

Fi.oss  and  Tyinu  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  all 

shades. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  7s.  fld.,  10s.,  12.  Bd„ 

and  21s.  each. 

Net  Ring  and  Staff,  8s.  6d.  each. 

A  Remittance  with'alt  Orders. 
Cash  Returned  if  Goods  not  Satisfactory. 

SALMON  F  LIES  in  faucypattorns,  such  as'J 00k 
Scott,  Sc.. in  three  sizes.1/8  each  Ol  i  Salmon  Flies 
Re  tied.  Od.  each.  Piko  Baits,  Worms,  (lontlcs.  ami 
Wasp  Bait  always  in  stock,  and  sent  to  any  ailili  iaal 

LESSONS  in  FLY  TYING  and  FLY  FISH  INQ, 
Terms  on  application. 

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 
25,  Market  Place,  Manchester. 
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secure  a  good  audience,  for  the  lecturer  is  well  known, 
and  well  qualified  to  deal  with  his  subject  in  an  exhaustive 
manner,  and  his  lecture  will  no  doubt  be  highly  appreciated 
by  his  hearers.  Beyond  meetings  very  little  is  going  on 
in  this  city. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
The  melting  of  the  Enow  caused  immers3  floods,  which 
on  Sunday  covered  all  the  low-lying  meadows  and  marshes 
in  the  district.  In  some  places  the  water  extended  in  an 
unbroken  stretch  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  Such 
Hoods  have  not  been  known  in  the  vicinity  of  Norwich 
since  1878.  Fishing,  of  course,  is  at  a  standstill,  but  the 
waters  are  going  down  rapidly,  and  will  soon  be  of  nice 
fishing  height.  Roach  fishing  should  te  good  in  the 
rivers  for  some  time,  and  the  brcals  will  be  in  excellent 
condition  for  pike  fishing  in  about  a  week.  The  water  on 
many  of  the  broads  is  in  very  good  condition  now,  but  it  is 
of  too  low  a  temperature  for  fish  to  feed  much.  With  a  few 
days  like  we  hire  had  yesterday  and  to-day  (Wednesday), 
some  good  sport  should  soon  be  had. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
Trent  anglers,  like  those  of  other  rivers,  have  had  to 
put  up  with  an  exceptional  flood,  though,  happily,  at  the 
period  of  writing  the  water  was  fast  receding.  The 
valley  of  the  Trent  has  been  inundated  for  miles,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  that  considerable  damage  has  resulted. 
Where  the  fish  got  to  it  is  impossible  to  say.  The  high 
water,  however,  may  bring  up  some  spring  run  salmon, 
snl  if  it  does,  holders  of  licences  will  have  cause 
to  rejoice.  There  has  really  been  no  good  salmon  fishing 
on  tha  river  since  the  seasons  of  1896-7.  News  is  very 
scarce  at  the  various  clubs,  and  there  is  some  talk  of 
forming  another  on  lines  opposed  to  the  wei?hing-in  of 
fish  at  all.  Weighing-in  is  all  right  so  long  as  the  fish  are 
fairly  and  squarely  caught  by  the  parties  recording  them 
on  the  club  books.  Weather  permitting,  the  river  here 
will  be  in  condition  for  bottom  fishing  to-day  (Saturday). 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

It  is  getting  somewhat  monotonous  to  have  to  kesp  on 
describing  the  weather  as  miserable,  but  no  other  term 
can  be  applied  to  it.  The  week-end  was  nearly  as 
miserable  as  it  possibly  could  be,  and  since  then  there  has 
been  little,  if  any,  improvement  in  the  weather.  How- 
ever, anglers  derive  some  little  cjmfort  from  the 
fact  that  the  frost  has  disappeared.  In  some  waters 
a  satisfactory  amount  of  fishing  has  been  obtained, 
and  the  Trent  has  yielded  a  moderate  number  of  goodly 
sized  trout.  A  few  anglers  visited  the  Lincolnshire  waters 
at  the  week-end,  and  their  efforts  were  rewarded  by  some 
nice  roach  and  a  few  pike  of  good  dimensions.  Insteid  of 
going  very  far  away,  a  large  number  of  Sheffield  anglers 
hive  devoted  their  attent'on  to  the  Chesterfield  and 
Btockwith  Canal,  and  as  a  general  rule  they  have  hid 
very  little  reason  to  grumble  at  the  sport  they  have 
obtained.  The  best  sport  has  been  secured  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Staveley,  where  some  fine  roach  have 
been  killed,  whilst  a  few  jack  have  also  fallen  victims  to  the 

>  wiles  of  anglers.  A  little  spoit  was  obtained  in  the 
i  Lincoln  waters  at  the  week-end,  some  good  roach  having 
I  been  caught.  During  the  past  few  days  some  very  good 
I  pike  and  grayling  fishing  has  been  obtained  in  the 

Derwent,  and  both  coarse  fish  and  grayling  have  accepted 
bait  readily.  In  the  Ambergate  district  some  excellent 
I  fishing  has  been  had.  Very  little  trout  fishing  las  been 
indulged  in  in  the  Derbyshire  waters,  anglers  preferring 
to   let   the  weither  settle   somewhat  before  trying 

>  their  luck.  The  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  is  doing 
i  everything  it  possibly  can  to  further  the  interests  of  its 

members,  who  are  now  very  numerous.  In  addition  to 
having  secured  a  good  stretch  of  water  on  the  Amber,  they 
|  have  lately  obtained  the  rights  of  fishing  in  a  large  pond 
>\  some  400jds.  long,  which  is  within  easy  distance  of  Ambar- 
gate  Station.  The  pond  is  spoken  very  highly  of,  and  the 
members  are  looking  forward  to  some  excellent  fishing 
during  the  season.  A  deputation  of  the  Sheffield  Anglers' 
Association,  headed  by  Mr.  T.  Walker,  their  secretary, 
visited  Nottingham  on  Saturday,  to  attend  a  meeting  of 
the  Nottingham  Anglers'  Protection  Society.  Mr.  Walker 
gave  some  interesting  figures  with  regard  to  the  Sheffield 
Association. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
I     The  chairman  of  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board,  in  his 
i  report,  summarised  in  the  columns  of  the  Fishimj  Gazette 
last  Saturday  week,  stated  in  a  very  plain-spoken  manner 
bl  the  position  of  the  board  with  regard  to  coarse  fishing  in 
'  the  Severn.  It  was  a  surprise  to  many  that  the  case  heard 
before  the  Upton-on-Severn  magistrates  some  time  ago, 
in  which  the  justices  decided  against  iho  board,  was  not 
/  taken  to  a  higher  court;  as  was  the  board's  intention. 
'  The  chairman  fully  explains  that  this  could  not  be  made  a 
test  case,  but  he  tells  us  very  clearly  that  the  question 
U  whether  or  not  the  board  is  entitled  to  charge  a  licence 
,.  when  a  person  fishing  avowedly  for  coarse  fish,  but  in  a 
W  way  which  trout  may  be  caught,  is  one  which  must  be 
tested  on  the  first  opportunity.    A  section  of  anglers  in 
the  Birmingham  district  refuse  to  take  out  licences  on  the 
grounds  that  the  board  does  not  provide  them  with  better 
ti-ihing.  and,  replying,  Mr.  Willis  Bund  contends  tliat  tho 
board  is  not  justified  in  protecting  coarse  fish  to  the  injury 
f  of  other  fisheries  and  to  the  detriment  of  the  owners  of  the 
U  fisheries  in  the  tributaries;  ttiat  the  persons  to  be  con- 
|  salted  are  the  ripsrian  owners,  not  the  casual  fishermen, 
B  who   have   no    legal  right,  except   in    tidal  waters, 
|  to  fish  without  the  permission/)!'  the  owners;  that, 
y  as   the    law    stands,    the   board    has   gone   to  the 
Llimit   allowed    by    law    in    protecting    coarse    fish  ; 
Mhat  if  the  coarse  fishers  desire  to   be   better  re- 
|  ©resented  on  the  board,  it  is  the  county  councils  who  have 
the  power  to  elect  them,  not  the  board  itself.    These  are 
some  of  the  convincing  arguments  of  the  chairman.  Now  let 
usfor  a  moment  consider  the  facts  of  the  cf/se.  Coarse  fishing 


in  the  district  below  Shropshire  is  by  no  means  bad ;  on  the 
other  hand,  if  the  reports  in  the  angling  press  from 
Worcester  and  district  may  be  relied  upon,  large  creels  of 
roach,  chub,  dace,  &c,  are  frequently  taken.  Anglers  are, 
we  are  fully  aware,  prone  to  grumble,  but  we  think  that 
the  Birmingham  and  district  anglers  ;'n  question  are 
inclined  to  complain  without  very  real  cause.  It  will  be 
found  from  the  figures  given  in  the  chairman's  report  that 
Montgomeryshire  and  Shropshire  anglers  contributed — in 
2s.  rod  and  line  licence  fees — the  sum  of  £323  19s.  Od.  to 
the  board's  revenue  lest  year,  whereas  Gloucestershire, 
Worcestershire,  and  Warwickshire  together  only  sent  in 
£294  16s.  Cd.,  of  which  all  but  £48  2s.  was  derived  from 
Is.  licences.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  Salop  and  Mont- 
gomeryshire together  have  greater  claims  upon  the  board 
than  have  the  counties  previously  referred  to.  Further- 
more, it  must  be  slid  in  favour  of  Shropshire  that 
the  greater  part  of  the  fishing  is  leased  to  the 
Shropshire  Angling  Association  by  the  riparian  owners, 
and  the  chairman  holds  that  the  board  are  bound 
to  consult  the  opinions  of  those  who  have  a  pjrmanent 
interest  in  the  river  before  that  of  those  who  can  only  go 
to  the  river  on  sufferance.  Shrewsbury  itself  contributed 
for  2s.  trout  licences  last  year  £81.  The  Shropshire 
Angling  Association  has  for  many  years  expended  large 
sums  of  money  in  restocking  and  preserving  the  river ;  and 
its  members  have  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  board's  licence 
fees,  5s.  psr  annum  to  their  association,  the  greater  part  of 
the  money  so  raised  being  spent  in  the  improvement  of 
the  river.  We  are  not  aware  that  the  Birmingham  and 
district  anglers  are  seeking  to  better  sport  in  their  part  of 
the  river  in  like  manner. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Angling  has  been  impossible  on  the  Yorkshire  rivers  lately 
on  account  of  their  flooded  condition.  In  Swaledale  on 
Monday  night  rain  descended  in  torrents,  and  similir 
reports  are  to  hand  from  various  other_  districts.  The 
river  Swale  rose  rapidly  and  overflowed  its  banks.  The 
Swale  and  Yore  are  the  best  rivers  for  coarsa  fishing, 
the  former,  on  the  Catterick  length,  yielding  nice  chub  and 
roach,  and.  occasionally  fine  pike.  Anglers  generally  are 
looking  forward  to  the  trout  season,  which  is  near  at  hand. 
The  report  presented  to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  on 
Monday  contained  several  points  of  interest.  First,  there 
has  been  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  both  salmon 
and  trout  licences.  It  is  a  matter  for  general  satis- 
faction that  the  value  of  the  West  Ridipg  Rivers 
Board  in  dealing  with  pollution  is  being  distinctly  felt. 
Early  in  July  salmon  came  in  with  the  tide,  but  fell  back 
after  reaching  Boothferry,  and  were  all  killed  by  the  heat 
and  state  of  the  water.  Tile  water  bailiff  buried  such  dead 
fish  as  he  could  secure,  numbering  during  the  season  over 
400.  On  July  18  salmon  again  entering  the  river  were  all 
killed,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  month  two  large  shoils 
shared  the  same  fate.  When,  on  Sept.  24,  a  heavy  flood 
descended  the  Aire,  bringing  the  filth  which  had  accumu- 
lated during  the  dry  months,  there  were  fortunately  ro 
salmon  coming  up  the  river.  The  grant  of  yearling  trout 
to  five  out  of  ten  or  eleven  angling  clubs  which  made 
application  to  the  Board  of  Conservators  on  Monday  will 
doubtless  afford  satisfaction  to  a  large  body  of  trout 
licence  holders. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

THE  PRINCE  OF  WALES'  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  : 

Sir,— The  Prince  of  Wales's  admirable  project  for 
lifting  the  London  hospitals  out  of  their  distress  as  a 
memorial  of  honour  and  gratitude  to  his  royal  mother  in 
this  the  sixtieth  year  of  her  reign,  will  go  straight  from  his 
heart  to  the  heart  of  Loudon. 

May  I  venture  on  a  suggestion  in  furtherance  of  the 
project  ?  . 

The  Prince's  letter  especially  invites  annual  subscriptions, 
but  it  need  certainly  not  be  taken  to  discourage  donations 
also,  which  for  many  reasons  are  for  many  peop'e  the  most 
convenient  way  of  giving  help.  ■ 

No  doubt  a  great  and  splendid  subscription  list  will  be 
forthcoming;  it  would  be  disgraceful  to  doubt  it.  But 
death  and  the  uncertainties  of  life  will  immediately  attack 
it  and  in  a  few  years  sadly  maim  it,  while  on  this 
particular  and  unique  occasion,  and  for  this  excellent  object 
very  many  would  be  ready  to  do  their  utmost  once  for  all 
in  the  shape  of  a  donition  who  could  not  rely  upon  them- 
selves, or  be  relied  upon  to  continue  to  Fa7  l8-  or  ^1  Per 
annum  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

They  would  very  gladly  capitalise  that  Is.  or  £]  in  this 
year  of  enthusiasm,  and  pay  down  30s.  or  £30,  as  the  case 
might  be,  if  they  could  be  assured  that  this  would  produce 
a  subscription  of  Is.  or  £1  more  or  less  per  annum,  in 
perpetuity,  for  the  relief  of  pain  and  in  memory  and  honour 
of  the  Queen.        '  . .  . 

Now,  if  the  Prince  a  committee  would  receive  and  invest 
such  donations,  the  interest  of  them  to  be  treated,  at 
perpetual  subscriptions,  it  seems  almost  certain  that  an 
enormous  impetus  would  be  given  to  the  proposed 
collection,  and  a  great  and  substantial  sum  procured 
towards  permanent  endowment,  in  addition  to  the  annual 
subscriptions.  ;  . 

If  also  easy  and  well  known  public  channels— such  as  all 
the  great  London  newspapers  and  poriodicils— could  ho 
opened  to  their  readers,  for  a  tow  months  for  the  receipt, 
and  transmission  of  such  donations,  the  fund  would  be 
probably  Btill  more  'largely  increased— i  our  obedient 
servant  Jambs  Knowi.kh, 

86  a  !  Edltor-0i  t>fl«  ytr&ekth  Century, 


THE  VARIOUS  HUES  OF  THE  SAME  FISHES. — 
QUERIES. 

Sir, — Your  correspondent,  Ibis  Tag,"  makes  a  mistake 
in  coupling  my  rame  with  those  of  Dr.  Spence  and  Dr. 
Patterson,  each  of  whom  have  some  claim  to  scientit'c 
research  as  iohthyologists,  a  thing  I  do  not  profess  to  have. 

I  very  s?ldom  have  fished  chalk  streams,  and  I  am 
greatly  surprised  to  find  that  in  some  of  them  black  trout 
are  to  be  found.  ^ — ^ 

In  Scotland  and  elsewhere,  where  p?at  juice  percolates 
into  the  tiny  burns,  the  trout  are  very  dark  ;  then,  so  is 
the  bottom. 

They  are  darkest  of  all,  I  think,  in  the  tiny  burns  on 
the  moors,  which  were  originally  open  sheep  drains,  say, 
lft.  in  width,  and  overgrown  by  grass,  heather,  &c. ;  and 
here  the  trout  lie  invariably  under  the  banks,  and  are  in 
shadow  continually. 

In  the  chalk  streams  named  are  there  no  deep,  over- 
hanging banks  such  as  1  have  spoken  of?  For,  if  trout 
shelter  under  them,  it  may  account  for  this  peculiarity. 
Or  trout  may  lie  under  largo  massas  tf  weed,  whsre  the 
bottom  may  not  te  of  chalk.  Sulphur  in  solution  might 
possibly  then  affect  the  trout.  The  near  vicinity  of  g  is 
works  above  that  portion  of  a  river  where  trout  are  here 
and  there  black  (in  a  chalk  stream)  may  give  a  possible 
clue.  Sulphuretted  hydrogen  in  the  water  might  so  affect 
the  trout. 

I  merely  throw  out  these  hints  blindly,  to  serve  as 
stepping  stones  to  the  more  scientific  observer  and 
inquirer. 

There  is  much  we  do  not  understand  as  to  the  colour  of 
fishes,  and  why  and  how  it  varies  so  much.  On  the  Tweed 
I  have  caught  a  sea  trout  of  01b.  or  71b.,  in  Octiber,  nearly 
as  black  as  my  boot ;  yet  this  fish  a  short  time  back  was 
t'kl  burnished  silver,  and  soon  will  put  on  his  coat  of  mail 
again . 

Again,  why  is  a  Twcol  salmon  (in  the  autumn)  often 
"  as  red  as  a  tod  "  (fox),  and  others  of  dingy  brown  or 
blackish  ?  Why,  also,  are  the  most  poisonous  and  lean  of 
Tweed  kelts  (in  spring)  generally  the  most  silvery  ? 
Occasionally  I  have  caught  a  salmon  ran-,  jellow  as  gold, 
belly,  and  all.  One  I  remember  in  particular,  l  eoause  it 
was  unusually  large.  It  was,  beyond  all  question,  a  parr, 
the  bars  were  well  marked,  yet  its  belly  was  a  vivid  jellow, 
or  rather  bright  orange  yellow. 

To  revert  to  black  trout  in  chalk  streams,  I  suggest 
that  for  experimental  purposes  some  of  these  black  trout 
be  placed  in  an  open  tank  with  a  w  hite  bottom,  and  iu 
bright  surroundings,  whilst  from  the  sime  stream  trout  of 
normal  colour  be  placed  in  some  such  position  as  would 
resemble  the  overhanging  banks  of  any  stream,  in  fact, 
kept  much  in  the  dark,  and  on  an  earthy  bottom,  and  the 
results  noted.  Nothing  could  bo  easier  than  to  arrange  a 
series  of  experiments,  only  it  costs  money  to  carry  these 
things  out. 

-  My  contention  is,  that  if  trout  from  a  chalk  stream 
recover  their .  colour  when  placed,  say  in  a  white  tank,  and 
trout  which  are  bright  and  beautiful  become  in  any  degree 
black  trout,  when  kept  in  the  shade,  and  made  to  lie  on 
an  earthy  bottom,  somethiug  has  been  gained. 

Mere  theories  I  regard  with  doubt,  unless  backed  up  by 
practical  demonstrations ;  hence  my  suggestion  that 
experiments  would  do  so  much  towards  obtaining  data  on 
which  to  build  more  extended  and  scientific  research. 
Have  the  sun's  rays  not  got  as  much  to  do  with  the 
colour  of  fishes  as  they  have  in  the  case  of  plants,  flowers, 
&c.  ?  Without  thinking  that  it  explains  tha  whole 
question  (for  I  do  not  think  it  does),  I  point  out  that  it  is 
a  factor  to  be  reckoned  with. 

I  cannot  comprehend  the  statement  that  trout  are 
blackest  (in  chalk  streams)  in  tho  mo6t  expcBKl  Equa- 
tions. Sun-tanned  trout,  Eh  ?  or  is  it  a  provision  of 
nature  ?  Blackskins  are  befct  adapted  for  hot  climates- 
nigger  trout!— I  am,  &c,  K.  M.  Tod. 

THE  BIG  PIKE  LIST. 
Dkar  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  to-day's  data  I  read  with 
interest  a  letter  from  Mr.  James  Callaghan,  and  can  fully 
bear  out  what  he  says  as  regards  the  pike  fishing  in  Lough 
Sheelin. 

I  and  my  friend,  Mr.  J.  Dawson,  happened  to  see  a 
letter  in  your  paper  in  the  year  1893,  where  he  (Mr. 
Callaghan)  stated  that  large  pike  might  be  tiken  with  live 
bait  in  this  water.  After  considerable  trouble  we  manage  1 
to  get  a  few  live  bait  over  there,  which  accounted  for  the 
following  fish  :  One  of  321b.,  one  of  311b.,  and  one  of  821b., 
all  tf  which  I  had  set  up,  and  have  in  my  possession.  As 
regards  his  remarks  on  John  Mahon,  we  found  him  tin- 
best  of  boatmen  and  good  fellows.— Yours  truly, 

  A.  N.  Smith. 

Sir, — In  December,  1895,  a  fiiond  of  mine,  Mr.  J.  C. 
Wright,  caught  a  pike  in  the  River  Dovo  above  TutbuTJ 
weighing  251b.  on  a  snap  tackle.  It  was  the  most  beauti- 
fully shaped  pike  I  ever  beheld.  It  has  been  "sot  up" 
by  Mr.  Hutchinson,  London-road,  Derby.  The  following 
is  an  extract  of  his  report  in  the  Derby  Telegraph  : 

"  It  was  in  capital  condition,  beautifully  coloured,  ai  d 
measured  3ft.  lin.  in  length,  with  a  girth  of  20in.  Die 
head  is  rather  small  for  a  Sab.  of  251b." 

I  should  think  this  is  about  a  record  for  the  Dove.— 
Yours  very  truly,  V.  J.  Wakiso. 

Wyggestoii  si  root,  ilorninglow,  Bui  tou-on-Tront. 

Sir, —  I'nder  tho  above  heading  1  notice  a  letter,  signed 
by  Mr.  James  Callaghan,  on  tho  capabilities  of  Lough 
Sheelin  as  a  "  big  pike  "  producing  lough.  I  l  ave  fished 
this  lough  two  autumns,  Imt  tho  result  has  been  all  small 
fish.  I  have  triod  to  get  live  bait  over,  and  have  succeeded 
in  getting  a  grand  lot  as  far  ns  Dublin,  but  beyond  this 

failed  to  keep  them.   This  was  in  September,    If  the   

plan  were  adopted  between  November  and  March  doubt le  i 
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thoy  could  be  got  through.  1  hope  to  be  again  on  this 
lough  in  IK'.»,s,  and  intend  next  winter  to  try  and  got  a 
friend  to  Bet  apart  a  piece  of  water  and  keep  a  stock  for 
me  till  I  nrrivo  sorno  months  after,  as  Sopt3nibor  and 
October  aro  undoubtedly  too  warm  unloss  an  immense 
quantity  of  water  is  carried. 

As  regards  pike  bad  on  this  lough,  in  tho  June  of,  I 
think,  low,  a  C:ipt.  Poaerck  took  (iu  about  seven  hours) 
ton  fisli,  largest  .'101b.,  HinalleHt  about  101b.,  if  I  remember 
rightly;  and  my  boatman,  Kearnan,  when  I  was  last 
there,  informed  mo  a  471b.  lish  was  had  during  the  past 
■ttimner,  although  when  I  left  him  the  autumn  boforo  I 
mentioned  a  very  big  prico  for  a  pike  if  it  weighed  over 
401b.  when  arriving  in  London. —  Yours,  Ac., 

Ktou.    B.  R.  BaMDRIDGE. 

THE  CUCUMHER  OR  THYMY  SMELL  OP  THE 
GRAYLING. 

Dear  Sik,— Re  tho  letter  of  tho  6th  on  "Grayling 
Fallacies,"  by  Mr.  Carter  Platts,  anybody  knows,  who 
fishos  for  grayling  "  and  catches  thorn,"  that  they  have  a 
very  pronounced  odour  as  noar  tho  smell  of  cucumber  as 
you  can  como  to  it.  1  fish  tho  same  river  as  Mr.  P.,  and 
cava  caught  grayling  there  for  years  back,  and  have  nevor 
ciuglt  on  '  yet,  that  had  not  this  smell  about  it.  In  fact, 
Mr.  I',  could  placo  twenty  fish  each  wrapped  in  a  separate 
paper,  one  to  bo  grayling,  and  I  could  pick  the  grayling 
out  every  t'uno  by  simply  smelling  at  each  piroel  and 
without  handling  one.  He  could  pick  any  kind  for  the 
other  pircds,  either  fresh  or  salt  water  £sh,  excepting  tin 
smelt.  I  think  it  is  what  they  call  in  the  south  tho  Dutch 
smelt,  or  cucumber  smelt,  which  fish  is  nearly  identical 
with  tho  grayling  in  odour,  and  is  in  season  the  tame  time 
as  tho  grayling. 

Can  you  toll  me  what  the  small  white  wire  worms  are 
that  you  lind  crawling  over  smelts  and  alsD  in  their  inside  ? 
They  are  about  ljitt,  long. — Yours  truly,  • 

O.NE  Who  Knows. 
[  Wo  have  caught  grayling  in  most  of  the  grayling 
si  reams  of  this  country,  and  hivo  nearly  always  noticed 
tho  odour  of  thyme  or  cucumber,  sometimes  more  strongly 
than  at  others.  Sometimes  an  angling  companion  has  been 
unable  to  notice  any  odour  at  all.  Perhaps  ho  had  a  cold 
coming  on.  Wo  do  not  recognise  the  worms  from  the 
description  given. —  Ed.]  ___^ 

FISHING  IN  THE  CARDIGAN  DISTRICT. 

Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent,  "  E.  W.,"  may  like  to 
know  that  trout  fishing  can  be  had  in  the  Teify,  at 
Llandyssil,  but  tho  fish  run  very  small,  averaging  about 
seven  to  the  lb. 

I  particularly  went  there  to  fish,  because  the  trout  are 
spoken  of  as  "large"  in  the  "  Angler's  Diary."— Yours 
faithfully,  p_ 

18,  Alhambra-road,  Southsea. 

["  Yo  gods  and  little  fishes  !  "    Seven  to  the  lb.  !— Ed.] 

TROUTING  IN  GERMANY. 

Dear  Sir— Perhaps  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Making 
Gazette  will  be  good  enough  to  give  me  their  experience  of 
the  wearing  qualities  of  rubber  boots  (such  as  are  listed  in 
the  catalogue  of  tte  military  equipment  stores)  as  com- 
pared with  ordinary  wading  stockings.  Will  they  last  as 
long  ?    Are  the  rubber  boots  affected  by  the  sun  and  air  ? 

I  hops  to  go  for  a  month's  walking  tour  in  Germany 
next  summer.  Will  it  bo  worth  while  to  take  a  trout  rod 
with  ma  on  the  chance  of  getting  fishing  ?  Thanking  you 
in  anticipation, — I  am  yours,  &e.,  j.  W.°G. 

GENERAL  PRESERVATION  FUND. 
Dear  Sir,— Having  read  one  or  two  articles  in  your 
paper  in  respect  of  a  notice  of  motion  being  brought 
forward  at  the  next  committee  meeting  of  the  above  for 
every  society  to  be  compelled  to  make  an  annual  subscrip- 
tion towards  the  General  Preservation  Fund,  will  cause  a 
lot  of  dissatisfaction,  I  think,  among  the  clubs,  principally 
among  the  Anglers'  Association  societies.  I  consider  the 
donations  sent  in  from  the  A. A.  clubs  to  be  very  satis- 
factory, considering  each  member  holding  a  privilege 
ticket  has  to  pay  2s.— Is.  which  goes  for  re-stockino-  and 
preservation,  &c. 

i.i  T£e  A£-  ?r#eots  ;iud  ^-stocks  the  Lea  and  Stort  for 
the  benefit  ot  the  public,  which  last  year  cost  £32  10s  for 
the  Lea,  and  two  nettings,  which  cost  £15  10s  9d 
making  a  total  of  £48  0s.  9d.  True  there  was  a 
donation  ot  £12  ,s.  from  the  General  Preservation 
lund,  which  brings  it  down  to  £35  13s.  9d.  The 
btort  cost  £17  los.,  and  a  graut  of  £21  to  the  TAPS 
-which  makes  a  total  of  £73  18s.  9d.,  solely  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  out  of  Is.  per  annum  a  member 
which  leaves  about  £130  for  the  A.A.'s  own  private 
waters,  which  I  do  not  think  is  bad ;  therefore  the  A  A 
clubs  are  taxed  quite  enough,  without  being  compelled  to 
pay  an  annual  subscription.  If  it  is  given  all  well  and 
good,  but  the  A. A.  is  on  different  lines  to  the  C  A  they 
only  charge  Is.  per  annum,  no  extra  Is.  for  preservation. 
Suppose  if  they  charge  an  extra  Is.  per  annum  for  pre- 
servation same  as  the  A.  A.,  and  tear  part  expense  of  Lea 
and  Stort  -  That  would  be  a  fairer  suggestion,  I  should 
think.— Yours,  Ac.,    Subscriber. 

HAVE  FISH  A  MEMORY? 
Dear  Sir,— In  reading  the  last  issue  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  I  see  Professor  Ludwig  Edinger  desires  any  item's 
of  information  respecting  the  query  whether  fish  have  a 
mre™.ory-  In  addition  to  the  instance  alluded  to  by  Mr. 
William  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  in  his  letter  to  you  last 
week,  it  struck  me  in  reading  your  "  Jottings  by  the  Way  " 
that  your  reference  from  Cassell's  "World  of  Wonders," 
to  Dr.  Warwick  s  kindly  treatment  of  a  pike  that  met  with 
an  accident  and  its  r,  '  ranee  of  him  ever  afterwards, 
shows  that  fish  must  e  degree  have  a  memory,  and 

this  item,  if  the  prof .     ■     not  in  possesion  of  it  already 


may  serve  as  one  more  illustration  to  enable  him  to  arrive 
at  some  definite  conclusion  on  the  point. — Truly  yours, 
Peterborough.  Ernest  Albert  Samwell. 

GOOD  DEEDS. 

Sir, — From  Oban  Times,  Feb.  (5,  wo  learn  that  Mr. 
MacFadyen,  Cuilfail  Hotel,  turned  a  few  hundred  rainbow 
yearlings  into  the  hotel  wator  the  other  day.  For  table  or 
fpsrt,  this  handsome  fish  seems  to  have  many  admirers 
thereabouts.  The  Wyresdalo  Fishery,  we  understand, 
supp'ied  tho  rainbows.  All  fishing  hotel  proprietors  would 
do  well  to  note. 

From  Albany,  the  state  capital  of  New  York,  I  hear 
that  during  tho  year  ending  Sept.  30  last,  191,000,000  fry 
had  been  distributed  to  tho  "  waters  of  the  state  at  an 
expense  of  less  than  20  cents  per  1000,  the  same  being  a 
record.  The  people  of  the  Empire  state  seem  to  have 
also  a  weakness  for  Labrador  white  fish — and  however  this 
may  taste  it  certainly  reads  well— but  have  hitherto  con- 
tented themselves  with  purchasing  eggs  for  planting.  This 
year  they  hava  done  better,  and  from  mid  November  to 
mid  December  Mr.  Superintendent  Annin  and  his  merry 
men  fell  upon  the  spawning  fish  of  Lake  Canandaigua 
(Heavens  !  what  a  name  !),  in  Ontario  County,  and  secured 
13,160,000  eggs,  quite  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  ravished 
fish  being  returned  to  tho  water  uninjured.  It  is  interest 
iug  and  suggestive  to  read  that  it  is  not  only  intended  to 
stock  suitable  waters  in  the  state  with  this  fish,  but  the 
"  fry  will  be  doposited  ...  in  Lake  Ontario."  Lake 
Ontario  !  Heavens  !  what  a  nation  this  is  !  They  will  be" 
stocking  tho  Atlantic  next.  Mona 

FLY  FISHING  FOR  COARSE  FISH. 
Sik, — Will  some  of  your  correspondents  kindly  give  the 
title  of  tho  best  work  on  the  above  for  a  beginner  to  read  ? 
Also  a  few  hints  from  the  pen  of  a  practical  angler  would 
be  much  appreciated,  especially  if  they  took  the  form  of 
papers  on  "  coarse  fishing  with  the  fly."  X.  Y.  Z. 

FISHING  AT  ALEXANDRA  PARK. 

DEAR  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  tell 
me  if  thore  is  any  fishing  in  the  lake  at  Alexandra  Palace  ? 
If  so,  for  what  fish,  and  what  are  the  best  baits?  I  ask 
because  on  the  tickets  they  issued  this  year  for  skating 
was,  "  Fishing,  Is."  Thanking  you  in  anticipation,— 
Yours  truly,  Paternoster. 

[When  the  Alexandra  Palace  and  appurtenances  were 
sold,  a  few  years  ago,  the  lakes  were  netted  and  the  fish 
removed  to  other  waters.— Ed.] 

PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 
Sir,— As  a  secretary  of  a  club  of  some  years'  standing, 
I  have  always  found  that  it  requires  repeated  applications 
to  some  members  to  keep  them  clear  on  the  books,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  same  thing  occurs  in  many  other  clubs. 
It  has  been  suggested  by  one  of  our  members  that  it 
would  be  possible  to  obviate  this  sort  of  thing  if  the 
matter  could  be  arranged  with  the  privilege  tickets.  The 
suggestion  is  to  divide  the  face  of  the  privilege  ticket 
into  four  quarters  ;  this  could  easily  be  done  in  printing 
by  putting  a  cross  on  the  ticket  in  a  transparent  coloured 
ink.  The  tickets  come  into  use  on  June  10,  so  that  the 
quarters  could  be  arranged  to  start,  say,  from  June  1  to 
Sept.  1 ;  the  quarters  on  the  privilege  ticket  to  be  marked 
1st  quarter,  Sept.  1;  2nd  quarter,  Dec.  1;  3rd  quarter' 
March  1 ;  4th  quarter,  June  1,  these  dates  to  be  printed  in 
the  same  colour  as  the  cross  lines.  A  small  rubber  stamp 
could  be  supplied  from  the  association  to  the  secretary  of 
each  club  for  a  few  pence  (this  would  mean  a  small 
increase  to  the  funds,  as  a  little  profit  could  be  made  on 
the  stamps),  and  as  the  subscriptions  are  paid,  the  privilege 
ticket  should  be  stamped  with  the  association's  stamp  in 
the  quarter  or  quarters  for  which  the  member  pays. 
Arrangements  could  be  made  with  the  railway  companies 
that  no  anglers'  tickets  be  issued  after  the  date  for  which 
the  privilege  ticket  was  stamped.  I  presume  it  is  the  rule 
in  every  club  that  the  subscriptions  be  paid  in  advance 
whether  weekly,  monthly,  or  quarterly,  and  the  payments 
could  easily  be  arranged  to  fit  in  with  the  quarters.  The 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  this  arrangement  are,  that  not 
only  would  the  subscriptions  to  the  clubs  be  kept  up  but 
it  would  be  much  easier  for  the  railway  companies  to 
refuse  a  ticket  to  anyone  who  was  not  entitled  to  tho 
privilege,  it  would  be  much  simpler  to  see  if  the  ticket  was 
stamped  to  date  than  to  have  to  refer  to  the  number  on  it. 
It  would  prevent  a  man  joining  a  society,  paying  one 
quarter's  subscription  only,  and  using  the  privilege  ticket 
tor  the  whole  season.  It  would  bring  the  members  up 
to  the  club.  If  a  member  wanted  to  use  his  privilege  ticket 
he  would  have  to  clear  himself  on  the  books  first  •  it 
would  save  the  secretary  of  the  club  a  deal  of  writhe 
1  think  we  should  be  able  to  do  something  to  prevent  a 
man  who  only  pays  part  of  a  year's  subscription  to  his 
club  and  receives  the  same  railway  privileges  as  a  man 
who  pays  the  whole  twelve  months.  If  a  man  is  in 
arrears  and  won't  pay  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  him  using 
the  privilege  ticket  which  he  holds,  and  which 
he  wont  return,  although  written  to  for  it  It 
would  bo  unreasonable  to  expect  the  railway  companies  to 
note  the  numbers  of  all  those  tickets,  the  holders  of  which 
are  in  arrears  and  not  entitled  to  the  privileges.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  if  the  numbers  of  the  tickets  of  members 
who  are  in  arrears  from  all  the  different  clubs  were  sent  in 
there  would  be  a  tidy  number.  I  think  if  the  tickets  were 
stamped,  as  suggested,  it  would  show  at  a  glance  whether 
the  holder  was  entitled  to  the  privilege.— Yours,  &c. 
rm  ■,        .  A  Secretary. 

[Wo  have  given  your  letter  in  full,  as  wo  believe  you 
are  actuated  by  the  best  motives.  But  our  advice  is  :  Use 
the  remedy  any  club  has  (or  should  have)  in  its  rules- 
Members  in  arrear  .  .  .  are  liable  to  expulsion." 
A  man  who  would  put  his  secretary  and  club  to  all  the 
drudgery  you  suggest  because  he'  could  not  keep  up  his 


paltry  3d.,  or  4d.,  cr  perhaps  6d.  a  week,  is  not  worthy 
your  consideration.    He  should  lave  no  second  year*l 

privilege  if  we  were  secretary. — Ed.] 

"CHAMPIONSHIP "  CASTING. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  insert  in  your 
correspondence  columns  two  other  communications  in  this 
connection  ?    The  first  is  an  editorial  in  the  Sporting  Life 
of  Feb.  (5,  which  run  as  follows : 

"A  Disclaimer. — Mr.  John  Hardy  writes  to  say  that 
he  has  no  knowledge  of  the  challenge  purporting  to 
emanate  from  him." 

The  second  is  my  reply  to  Mr.  Hardy's  disclaimer,  which 
appeared  in  tho  same  paper  on  Feb.  9.    Here  it  is : 

Edgar  S.  Siirubsole  to  J.  J.  Hardy. 

TO  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  "  SPORTING  LIFE." 

Sir, — I  notice  that  Mr.  John  James  Hardy,  of  Alnwi 
disclaims  having  authorised  your  representative  to  is 
" A  Challenge  to  the  World"  (which  challenge  appeal 
in  your  issue  of  January  20).  Perhaps  it  is  as  well  for  M 
H.  to  do  so — late  in  the  day  as  his  action  undoubtedly  is; 
but  that  he  did  empower  your  representative  to  insert  the 
challenge  I  am  prepared  to  prove  from  the  mouths  of  your 
representative  and  a  prominent  angler  (who  was  present 
at  the  interview). 

As  a  mere  matter  of  fact,  it  is  generally  known  in  the 
angling  world  that,  although  Mr.  Hardy's  records  were 
knocked  into  a  cocked  hat  by  Mr.  Enright  and  myself  at 
Wimbledon  in  May  last,  he  still  parades  himself  as 
champion ;  indeed,  at  his  new  shop  in  London  he  has.  a 
series  of  photos  of  himself  taken  from  as  many  points  of 
the  compass  as  was  Salisbury  Cathedral  in  an  immortal' 
work  of  Dickens.  And  this  wonderful  production  of  the 
photographer's  art  bears  the  legend  :  "  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy, 
the  champion  of  the  world,  making  bis  record  cast." 

Now  I  ask  you,  Sir,  is  this  fair  ?  Is  it  common 
honesty  ?  Mr.  Hardy  in  nst  know  that  he  has  no  right  to 
the  title  he  usurps  in  the  face  of  the  following  facts  : 

Previous  to  the  1895  International  Tournament  the 
public  performances  (on  grass — Mr.  Hardy's  public  per- 1 
formances  always  are  on  grass,  and  always  will  be  it  seems  - 
likely!)  of  this  champion  were:  With  double-handed 
salmon  rod,  45yds.  2ft.  2i».  ;  with  single-handed  trout 
rod,  28yds.  2ft.  4in. 

At  the  '96  Tournament  the  champion  sent  in  a  medical 
certificate  to  say  that  ho  must  not  cast ;  so  then  there  was 
nothing  left  for  Mr.  Enright  and  myself  to  do  but  to  try 
and  beat  his  records,  and  this  was  the  result :  With 
double-handed  salmon  rod,  Mr.  John  Enright,  49yds. ; 
with  single-handed  trout  rod,  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole, 
30yds.  And,  be  it  noted  by  all  men,  these  records  were 
made  on  water,  which,  of  course,  necessitated  the  develop- 
ment of  far  more  practical  and  finished  lifting  and  casting. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  can  be  easily  understood 
that  I  cannot  stand  idly  by  (much  as  I  object  to  any 
publicity  in  these  matters),  and  permit  Mr.  Hardy's  states 
ments  to  remain  unresponded  to. 

I,  as  I  have  said,  am  prepared  to  meet  him,  and  I  think 
that  he  should  either  cast  against  me,  and, if  possible, beat  1 
me  and  my  record,  or  else  abstain  from  parading  in  his 
shops  all  over  the  kingdom,  and  in  his  numerous  advertise* 
ments  in  the  public  Press,  that  which  is  not  true. — I  am, 
Sir,  yours,  &c,  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

Feb.  8,  1897. 

As  you  are  quite  aware,  Sir,  when  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  were  flooded  with  controversial  matter, 
e  the  casting  at  Wimbledon  in  May  last  year,  I  did  not 
once  bother  your  readers  nor  ask  you  for  space  in  which  to 
put  my  side  of  the  question.    But  I  think  the  crux  of  the  I 
matter  lies  in  the  fact  that  if  Mr.  Hardy,  of  Alnwick,  is  I 
anxious  to  challenge  the  holders  of  the  present  records  I  *'" 
am  quite  willing  to  meet  him ;  and  I  have  not  the  slight- 1 
est  doubt  but  that  Mr.  Enright  will  be  equally  accommo- 
dating.— I  am,  &c,  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 
Darenth  House,  497,  Wandsworth  Road.  . 
London,  S.W.  Feb.  10. 

Dear  Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  by  some  of  £ 
my  friends  to  the  letter  and  "  challenge"  handed  you  by  » 
Mr.  Shrubsole,  and  published  in  your  issue  of  last  week.  I  [ 
I  beg  to  assure  them  and  others,  through  the  medium  1 
of  your  valuable  journal,  that  no  such  "challenge"  was 
issued  by  me,  and  that  nothing  is  further  from  my  thoughts  -j 
than  anything  of.  this  kind,  which  makes  too  much  of 
"professionalism."    I  have  requested  the  editor  of  the 
Sporting  Life  to  explain.  i 

As  to  Mr.  Shrubsole's  letter,  especially  the  latter  part 
of  it,  I  should  call  it  "bunkum,"  and  may  safely  leave  it 
in  the  hands  of  your  readers  to  whom,  L  think,  it  will 
hardly  commend  itself.— Faithfully  yours, 

_____  John.  James  Hardy. 

THE  IRISH  FISHERY  BILL. 
Sir,— Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  R.  St.  John  Beasly, 
M.P.,  who,  unsolicited,  has  very  kindly  sent  me  a  copy  of  , 
the  proposed  bill  which  he  hopes  to  get  passed  this  session, 
I  have  had  the  privilege  of  reading  the  text  of  tho  very 
useful  measure,  which  is  so  much  needed  in  this  country, 
and  which  I  trust  will  receive  that  support  which  it  so  well 
deserves. 

Hut  if  I  might  venture  to  make  a  suggestion,  I  would  A 
say,  substitute  imprisonment  for  fine,  as  the  latter,  in  too  j 
many  instances,  seems  to  have  no  deterrent  effect  in  * 
putting  down  either   fish  poisoning  or  fish  poachingijB 
indeed,  in  nine  oases  out  of  ten,  when  poachers  are  con- 
victed and  fned,  the  amount  is  collected  in  town  or 
village,  and  the  law  breaker  goes  scot  free,  only  to  rf_| 
commence  his  infamous  work  on  river,  Iqugli,  or  st  ream.  I 
What  is  wanted  for  the  Irish  eahnon   fisheries  is  a 
special  commission  to  inquire  into  the  whole  question. 
Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Feb.  10.         S.  J.  Hurley.  } 
{Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.)  1 
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FISHING  AND  GENERAL  SPORTING 
EXHIBITION,  ST.  PETERSBURG. 

From  the  end  of  February  until  May  a  large 
International  Fishing  and  General  Sporting 
Exhibition  will  be  held  at  St.  Petersburg,  under 
the  patronage  of  His  Imperial  Highness  the 
Grand  Duke  Vladimir  Alexandrovitch,  the  literary 
section  of  which  has  been  entrusted  to  me. 
Specimen  numbers  of  periodicals,  placards, 
prospectuses,  as  well  as  a  specimen  sbeets  of  works 
illustrated  with  plates  (Tafelwerke)  are  requested 
to  be  sent  per  return  of  post,  registered. 

Of  important  works  on  Sport  which  are  likely 
to  find  a  sale,  one  copy,  if  possible  bound,  may  be 
sent  on  sale,  via  Liepzig. — Respectfully, 

(signed)  F.  v.  Szczepanski. 


SPRING  SALMON  LURES. 
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risHIKG  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
nit^Vd  at  Messrs  W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Bookstalls 
and  of  thf principal  Newsagents  and  Fisbing  Tackle  Dealers 
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prietors St  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 

or  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and  ^ 

SixMonthrand  -    di«o  ditto'      -     5s.  4d 

'   Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

0  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription,  ^ 
including  postage  •  

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

«.  ...       ...       ...   £7    7  0 

>ne  Page   .8150 

lalf  Page...       ...      •••    2   2  0 

1  Column  or  Quarter  Page   15  0 

^UaWe^uWineh  of  singleeolumn  (4  cofs.  to  page,. 

The  Life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
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ravelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

All  communications  respecting [Advertisements  should  be 
uidressed  to  the  Advertisement  Ma>asee,  St.  Dunstan  s 
douse,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  20th,  1897. 


ANNOUNCEMENT  OF  AN  ILLUS- 
rRATED  SERIES  OF  ARTICLES  ON 
ARTIFICIAL  FLY  MAKING. 


F  We  have  pleasure  in  stating  that  we  have 
L  arranged  with  "  Athenian,"  whose  contributions  to 
P  the  F  G  on  fly  making  have  been  much  appreci- 
[  ated,  for  a  series  of  articles  on  trout  fly  making, 
I,  to  be  fully  illustrated.  The  following  are  the 
f  chapter  headings,  subject  to  possible  modification 

— E  D 

Chapter  I. — On  the  Desirability  of  being  able 
M  to  Dress  £i  Fly 

f    Chapter  II  — On  the  Exact  Imitation  Theory 
Chapter  III.— On  Hooks. 
Chapter  IV.— On  Materials. 
Chapter  V.— Dyeing,  Bleaching,  and  othei 

R  Chapter  VI.— On  the  Vice,  Tools,  and 
Accessories.  ~  ,  P. 

Chapter  VII.— How  to  Dress  a  Wet  rly— 

Amateurs'  Method.  ,  r1 

Chafter  VIII.— How  to  Dress  a  Wet  l<  ly— 
■^Professionals'  Method.  > 

Chapter  IX.— How  to  Dress  a  Dry  Fly. 
*  Chapter  X.— Dressings  of  some  of  the  com- 
moner Flies. 
Chapter  XI.— A  Few  General  Hints. 


The  prawn  of  all  the  spinning  baits  now  in 
vogue  has  probably  had  the  hardest  battle  of  all 
to  fight  before  getting  a  firm  footing  as  an 
acceptable  spring  lure.  Probably  this  arose 
chiefly  from  its  extensive  use  on  smallish  streams, 
and  in  small  waters  generally,  i.e.,  when  rivers 
had  run  down  in  late  spring  or  early  aiitumn, 
and  so  aroused  more  feeling  because  causing,  or 
seeming  to  cause,  more  annoyance  to  the  sports- 
man searching  for  sahnon  by  the  fly  alone. 
Whether  or  not,  it  has  been  pelted  right  and 
left,  and  tabooed  by  those  who  might  otherwise 
tolerate  a  phantom  ;  but  a  prawn,  never !  "  He's 
a  prawn  fisher  "  was  at  one  time  tantamount  to 
"  pot  hunter,"  and  even  in  some  people's  eyes  some- 
thing worse. 

In  the  whole  army  of  spinning  baits  there  is 
nothing  parallel  to  the  prawn.  It  is  the  enigma 
of  enigmas,  and  passes  comprehension,  and, 
perhaps,  this  may  also  have  to  do  with  the 
prejudice  with  which  it  was  at  one  time  regarded, 
and  is  so  still',  in  some  minds,  who  have  not  yet 
made  aquaintance  with  its  killing  powers.  More 
bait  spinners  would  like  it  if  they  were  induced  to 
to  try  it.  .  * 

I  remember  well  a  striking  instance  ot  this 
which  occurred  on  the  Carlogie  water  on  the  Dee 
a  few  years  ago.    An  old  General  had  the  run  of 
the  Lower  Dess  water  that  spring.    He  was  an 
out  and  out  fly  fisher,  and  seldom  deviated  from 
the  paths  of  rectitude,  according  to  his  view,  even 
to  handle  a  spinning  rod ;  and  of  all  forms  of 
salmon  angling  under  the  sun,  he  detested  the 
prawn  more  than  any  other  lure.    Nor  was  he 
particularly  careful  to  hide  his  feelings.    He  was 
in  full  possession  of  the  river  for  some  time,  as 
the  lessees  of  the  opposite  bank  were  not  down  at 
the  opening,  and  he  was  in  the  highest  ecstasy  of 
bliss  having  one  and  two  fish  daily,  and  no  one 
to  molest  him  in  the  slightest.   However,  a  change 
came  over  the  spirit  of  his  dream.  The  two  sports- 
men, who  had  jointly  taken  the  Carlogie  water, 
duly  arrived  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  or  so,  and 
they  not  only  fished  phantom,  minnow,  and  prawn, 
but  they  cleaned  the  pools  in  the  shortest  of  notice, 
while  the  old  General  could  not  even  get  a  rise. 
He  lashed  the  water  in  vain  day  after  day,  he 
ra^ed   and   fumed,   aU   to   no   purpose,  the 
fish  would  not  come  to  the  fly.  Two  merrier  souls 
than  the  Carlogie  lessees  never  threw  a  line.  Ihey 
never  dreamed  of  the  old  General's  vexation.  They 
had  come  to  fish,  and  where  prepared  to  give  and 
take  what  was  agoing. 

Living  at  the  same  hotel,  they  sent  an  mvita 
tion  to  the  gentleman  to  join  them  at  dinner,  and 
over  the  walnuts  and  wine  they  sympathised  deeply 
with  the  old  man's  reverse  of  fortune  ;  but  as  his 
water  was  above  theirs,  it  would  be  hi*,  turn  next 
The  General  was  too  much  of  a  gentleman  to  vent 
his  personal  grievances  at  his  hosts'  table,  so  he 
said  little  ;  and,  being  glad  of  any  company  m  an 
out-of-the-way  highland  inn,  and  with  no  country 
house  open  to  him  within  a  radius  of  fifteen  miles 
he  was  as  grateful  as  an  old  General  could  be,  and 
bo  much  so,  as  to  accept  a  cast  on  their  water  on 
the  morrow,  while  one  of  the  two  fish'd  his 
(the   General's)   water  at  the  same  time  in 

^On  the  morrow  the  old  soldier  had  the  cream  of 
the  Carlogie  streams.  They  were  in  fine  fettle, 
as  the  river  had,  been  gradually  shrinking  foi 
some  time  past,  He  fished  so  carefully  that  M. . 
Cameron  thought  he  would  never  get  him  fa. 


enough  in  front  of  him  to  let  him  in  with  the 
prawn.  When  at  last  he  did  get  a  chance  he 
landed  first  one  of  81b.  and  then  another  of  about 
the  same  weight  before  making  up  to  the  spot 
where  the  General  was  finishing  off. 

•'  Well,  I'm  blessed ! "  was  all  he  could  gasp  when 
he  saw  Cameron's  second  fish  killed,  and  realised 
how  neatly  his  own  eye  had  been  wiped,  "  I  would 
not  have  believed  it  if  I  had  not  been  here  to-day 
and  gone  over  the  water  before  you." 

"  Have  a  shy,  General,"  said  Cameron,  who  was 
really  anxious  to  conciliate  and  fraternise  with 
the  old  fellow,  and,  suiting  the  action  to  the  word, 
he  showed  him  in  a  turn  or  two  how  to  work  the 
Malloch  reel.  After  an  attempt  or  two  the  General 
caught  the  idea,  and  could  at  the  third  cast  send 
the  bait  some  30yds.  or  so— ju3t  as  far  as  was 
wanted.     He  was  at  a  fatal    spot  for  fish, 
just  opposite  the  Calm  Pool,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  he  was  fast  into  a  fine  fish,  which,  after 
an  exciting  run,  was  gaffed  at  the  tail  end  of  the 
"  Clay  Hole."    But  this  was  not  all.    It  was  some 
two  hours  or  so  till  Mr.  Cameron  recovered  his 
rod ;  and  when  the  General  had  landed  his  third 
fish,  he  then  apologised  for  keeping  Mr.  Cameron 
dancing  attendance  on  him  from  the  bank  above. 
That  night,  on  his  way  to  the  Gordon  Arms,  the 
General  left  an  order  with  Mr.  Blacklaws  for  a 
minnow  set  and  a  bottle  of  prawns  to  be  waiting 
him  by  9  o'clock  a.m.  the  next  morning ;  and  to 
celebrate  his  conversion  he  asked  Mr.  Cameron 
and  Mr.  Jackson  to  dine  with  him  that  night, 
which  they  did.    It  is  much  more  pleasant  to  . 
know  that  one's  neighbour  over  the  way  enter- 
tains a  good  rather  than  a  bad*  opinion  of  one  ; 
and  on  some  such  principle  Messrs.  Jackson  and 
Cameron  insisted  on  drinking    the  General's 
health  with  highland  honours  before  parting  for 
the  night. 

In  the  case  of  the  General  it  was  the  biter  bit ; 
and  after  he  took  to  the  spinning  rod  it  was 
hardly  ever  out  of  his  hands.  On  leaving,  how- 
ever, ho  made  a  present  of  it  to  his  gillie,  along 
with  a  windfall  in  the  shape  of  cast  lines,  traces, 
phantoms,  prawn,  and  minnow  tackle,  &e.,  "  least 
any  of  his  friends  at  the  club  should  '  smell  a  rat' 
before  he  had  had  time  to  announce  his  conver- 
sion to  them  to  the  world  at  large." 

There  was  a  time  when  good  prawns  could  ba 
had  for  2s.  or  3s.  a  bottle,  or  pound— glycerined. 
Last  year  they  reached  the  exhorbitant  price  of 
20s.  per  pound,  and  could  hardly  be  got  at  that 
money.  What  they  are  in  the  market  at  present 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing ;  but  they  surely  are 
not  so  precious  a  bait  as  to  remain  long  at  such  a. 
premium.  The  best  way  to  get  a  supply  of 
prawns  is  to  buy  them  fresh  in  some  of  tiie 
Channel  seaports,  boil  them,  and  immediately 
bottle  them  in  glycerine.  The  fresher  the  prawn 
the  better.  Whether  this  arises  from  smell  or 
colour  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  but  I  know  that 
among  prawn  fishers  baits  cannot  be  had  too  fresh, 
and  that  two  prawners  fishing  alongside  each 
other,  the  one  with  fresh  and  the  other  with  stale 
baits,  the  former  will  have  double  the  sport  of  the 

^The  prawn  tackle  usually  consists  of  two 
triangles,  whipped  one  to  each  end  of  a  strand  of 
the  best  salmon  gut.  The  loop  thus  formed,  when 
the  two  triangles  are  brought  together,  is  threaded 
through  a  stocking  needle,  which  is  run  vertically 
through  the  prawn  as  a  sort  of  backbone ;  the 
triangles  are  embedded  in  the  feelers  and 
back  of  the  crustacian,  and  the  whole  bound 
together  with  coils  of  silk  thread. 

Two  or  three  baits  should  be  prepared  before 
hand,  and  will  usually  be  found  to  last  the  most 
of  a  day,  should  there  not  be  too  many  kelts 
about  to  give  them  a  chewing  up  as  they  come  at 

tbThe  prawn  is  spun  somewhat  after  the  manner 
of  the  phantom,  but  somewhat  slower,  and  with 
greater  jerks,  and,  if  possible,  along  the  bottom. 
The  trace  is  leaded  according  to  the  weight  or 
si/e  of  the  water,  and  the  fish  struck  at  once 
whenever  they  are  felt  or  seen. 

This  is  a  point  usually  learned  by  experience, 
and  which  invariably  costs  the  tyro  a  salmon  or 
two  before  he  discovers  that  in  spinning  for 
salmon  it  is  a  wise  plan  to  reply  instantly  to  all 
oilers.  Many  fly  fishers  believe  in  giving  as  long 
time  as  they  can  count  four  before  striking,  and 
there  is  something  in  that,  especially  if  the  hsl. 
are  heavy  and  the  water  sluggish.  In  a  rapid 
river  the  fish  usually  hooks  itself.  But  in  minnow 
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spinning  tlie  fish  cannot  be  struck  too  quickly, 
and  prawn  fishing  particularly  so. 

At  one  time  the  prawn  was  a  reserve  force  in 
the  angler's  paraphernalia,  and  only  called  into 
requisition  when  everything  else  failed,  and  some- 
how or  another,  when  all  else  seemed  to  be  of 
little  use,  the  prawn  usually  brought  home  the 
wished  for  quarry.  I  have  experienced  this  again 
and  again,  and  also  noted  the  same  experience  in 
others.  With  potted  fish  the  prawn  was  a  fail- 
nm-nevcr,  and  if  the  river  only  rose  for  a  couple 
of  inches  so  much  the  better.  Now  the  prawn  is 
used  at  all  times,  but  chieHy  in  small  clear  waters, 
and  forms  an  attractive  lure  when  the  phantom 
and  minnow  are  out  of  it.  G.  M. 


MESSRS.  1 1 NARDKR  AND  SON'S 
SEA  FISHING  GUIDE. 


Messrs.  Hbarder,  the  well-known  fishing 
tackle  makers,  of  195,  Union-street,  Plymouth, 
are  now  circulating  a  new  issue  of  their  capital 
little  handy  pocket  guide  to  sea  fishing  in  all  its 


I  lender  call  attention  to  their  prize  "Piano- 
Convex  "  Minnows,  for  river,  lake,  or  sea  fishing ; 
"  Otter  "  trawl  nets,  and  artificial  sea  baits.  We 
hear  that  this  enterprising  firm  will  exhibit  at  the 
forthcoming  Imperial  Institute  Yachting  and 
Fisheries  Exhibition. 


DKATII  OF  AN  OLD  ANGLER. 


THE  LATE  MR.  W.  DUNCUM. 
We  present  the  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette 
this  week  with  a  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Duncum,  who  died  in  London  on  Feb.  10,  and  was 
buried  on  the  following  Saturday  at  High  gate 
Cemetery.  Mr.  Duncum  was  tlie  father-in-law  of 
Mr.  Senior,  familiar  to  anglers  as  "  Red  Spinner," 
and  during  his  long  illness  had  the  advantage  of 
being  affectionately  tended  in  his  gradual  descent 
to  the  grave  by  his  daughter  and  grand-daughter. 
It  was  from  Mr.  Duncum,  who  was  a  bom 
enthusiast  in  field  sports,  that  "  Red  Spinner  " 
learned  pike  fishing.  Living  for  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  country  districts,  and  having  for 


branches,  which  also  contains  a  concise  account  of 
the  angling  rivers  of  South  Devon,  together  with 
a  descriptive  catalogue  of  all  baits  and  tackle 
required  for  sea  or  fresh  water.  The  book  is  sent 
post  free  on  application.  Amongst  the  rivers 
described,  with  the  nature  of  their  fishing,  and 
particulars  of  licences  and  conservators'  tickets 
(where  required),  are  the  Tavy,  Walkham,  Meavy 
Cad,  Plym,  Erne,  Avon,  Dart,  Teign,  and  Fowey 
These  are  treated  under  separate  heads  in  a  short 
and  practical  manner,  and  the  pike,  perch  rudd 
and  roach  fishing  at  Slapton  Ley  and  Torcross 
Ley  is  also  described.  In  like  manner  sea  fishing 
from  boats,  rocks,  jetties,  and  piers  form  different 
paragraphs,  dealing  with  surface  fishino-  for 
mackerel,  pollack,  &c,  "railing"  for  the  same 
fish,  spinning  and  fly  fishing  for  bass  and  pollack, 
ground  or  deep  sea  fishing  for  cod  and  conger, 
and  other  modes  of  taking  mullet,  whiting  pout 
smelt,  and  flat  fish.  An  account  of  the  sea  fishing 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Plymouth  is  also  given, 
and  the  little  work  closes  with  a  list  of  seasonable 
lieh  tor  each  month.   In  special  tackle.  Messrs 


many  years  the  run  of  some  of  the  best  private 
waters  on  the  Kennet,  he  devoted  himself 
generally  to  all-round  angling,  and  made  up  for 
lack  of  opportunity  to  fish  for  salmon  by  being  all 
the  more  assiduous  in  his  devotion  to  pike  Mr 
Duncum  was  in  his  eighty-ninth  year  when  he 
died,  and  was  in  his  prime,  therefore,  half  a 
century  back  In  those  days  it  was  thought  no 
disgrace  to  fish  for  pike  with  the  dead  gorfe,  and 
Mr.  Duncum,  though  he  subsequently  recognised 
the  arguments  against  it,  and,  in  fact,  discarded 
the  practice  during  his  later  years,  was  a  typical 
trailer  of  the  old  school.  He  is  frequently 
mentioned  in  "  Red  Spinner's  "  works,  and  tl,os£ 
who  heard  the  lecture  on  the  "  Literature  of  Sea 
Angling  recently,  will  remember  the  story  told 
of  the  capture  by  the  old  gentleman,  in  Queens- 
land of  a  great  hammer-headed  shark  with  rod 
ana  line  He  was  a  most  ingenious  mechanician 
with  all  manner  of  tools.    There  are  many 

XlT81!  °we^dePT.t8  at  one  Particular  kind 
of  craft  only,  but  Mr.  Duncum  was  equally  good 
with  wood  or  motai.  silver,  brass.  W  fron. 


leather,  or  knitting,  and  the  last  work 
which  he  exercised  his  ingenuity  was  a 
successful  piece  of  fancy  decorative  string  wo. 
Although  for  the  last  twenty-five  years  ot 
life  he  had  no  stated  occupation,  he  was  n« 
idle,  and  his  last  regular  fishing  was  during  tv 
three  seasons  at  Stoke  Newington  reservoir, 
very  last  expedition  was  with  his  son-in-law 
favourite  pike  water  on  the  Itchen.  Mr.  Dun 
used  to  make  his  own  rods,  his  own  lines,  and 
own  winches,  nets,  and  gaffs,  and  the  accompa 
ing  illustration  of  one  of  the  reels  is  somewhat 
a  curiosity,  since  it  was  designed  and  made,  fr 
ideas  of  his  own,  before  he  had  ever  heard  of 
principle  of  the  Nottingham  winch.  The  sL„ 
are  of  stamped  brass,  but  very  light,  and  tbl 
winch  was  made  at  least  forty  years  ago,  and  ha! 
been  the  means  of  bringing  to  land  many  a  cwfc.cl 
pike.  It  was  his  favourite  winch,  and  by  it  he  kille  j 
thousands  of  sea  fish  in  and  around  Brisban<| 
It  was,  indeed,  by  its  aid  that  the  afore 
hammer-headed  shark  was  landed.  With 
most  primitive  tools  he  fashioned  pocket  . 
other  knives,  crosses,  brooches,  and  all  manner 
ornaments  out  of  an  elephant's  tusk  which  \ 
years  ago  presented  to  him  by  the  captain  of  „ 
African  ship,  and  the  handle  of  the  winch  hen 
pictured,  which  was  made  by  simple  tcoL 
from  this  tusk,  is  as  true  as  if  it  had  been  turned 
in  a  lathe.  Indeed,  Mr.  Duncum  made  all  hit 
tackle,  and  while  his  fingers  retained  their  power 


BrjEs  Nottingham  Reel  made  nearly  fifty  years  ago  by 
the  late  Mr.  W.  Dunoum. 

was  always  delighted  to  assist  "  Red  Spinner  "  in 
the  whippings  and  repairings  which  he  could  do  so 
much  better.    In  Queensland  he  built  his  own 
fishing  punt,  made  his  own  oars  and  boat  hook, 
and  was,  in  short,  ingenious  and  masterful  in  all 
handicrafts.    He  was  a  strong  man  of  over  6ft.  in  . 
height,  and  until  the  last  four  years  wa3  able  to  walk  - 
ten  miles  as  a  morning's  recreation.  Mr.  Duncum 
was  universally  respected  at  all  times  and  in  all  * 
places,  being  the  soul  of  honour,  .clear-headed, 
genial,  and  a  man  whose  word  was  his  bond. 
His  friends  will  be  glad  to  know  that,  although  I 
by  the  process  of  natural  decay  be  had  virtually 
lost  the  use  of  his  legs  for  the  last  three  years,  he 
suffered  little  pain,  and  died  so  peacefully  that  - 
those  around  his  bedside  had  to  listen  intently  for  # 
the  last  faint  breath. 


PLEASANT  MEMORIES 
ANGLING. 

(Continued  from  pafje  107.) 


OF 


Some  of  my  most  successful  and  plcasanteat 
angling  experiences  have  occurred  when  our< 
editor,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  has  been  my  com. 
panion  on  river  and  lake.  We  have  never  been 
away  together  to  Scotland,  Ireland,  or  Norway, 
but  we  have  done  equally  well  in  our  own  pisca- 
torially  favoured  country,  without  the  expense, 
loss  of  time,  and  inconvenience  of  travelling  more. 


February  20,  1897] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


125 


an  three  or  four  hours  from  London.  When  he 
s  heen  my  Fidus  Achates  on  many  occasions,  it 
a  been  our  almost  invariable  good  fortune  to 
ve  bad  excellent  sport,  not  at  all  as  a  matter  of 
ok  but  because  he  is  a  "  past  master "  of  the 
t'and  whether  fishing  for  salmon  or  trout  in 
rino  and  summer,  grayling  in  autumn,  or  pike, 
irch,  and  chub  in  winter,  he,  as  a  skilful  angler, 
•nerally  has  had  his  perseverance  rewarded  t>y  a 
tisfactory  catch  of  good-sized  fish. 
Almost  the  last  time,  and  a  recent  one,  when  he 
ent  with  me  to  a  favourite  fishery  in  the  West  of 
ngland,  he  caught  a  pike  of  17^1b.  and  261bs., 
id  the  latter  he  no  doubt  will  show  at  the 
.rthcomin»  Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition, 
bis  big  fish  was  feeding  in  a  sort  of 
woon,  the  only  little  piece  of  open  water, 
nidst  a  vast  growth  of  sedges ;  there  was 
open  channel   some  6ft.   wide   from  this 


.  The  mom  of  New  Year's  Day  saw  us  up  betimes 
and  early  on  the  river ;  Win.  Hull  was  our  punts- 
man,  and  piloted  us  to  plenty  of  piky  places ;  and 
on  getting  home  as  night  was  creeping  on  apace, 
the  old  pollards  by  the  river  side,  looked  weird 
and  ghostly  in  the  gray  mist  rising  from  the  river. 
We  emptied  the  well  of  our  punt  of  eighteen  pike, 
the  three  largest  weighing  211b.,  1741b.,  and  161b., 
the  remainder  ranging  from  12lb.  to  41b.  Such 
was  the  character  of  the  fishing  at  Sonning, 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago. 

Alfred  Jardine. 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  LATE  MR.  JOHN  HASE(" GIANT") 
OF  THE  F.  0.,  FIELD,  &c. 


.1     Upcil      -•-  

t<»oon  leading  to  the  lake,  and  m  this  cncum 
•ribed  expanse  we  noticed  a  huge  pike  bulge  up 
i  the  water.  R.B.M.  cast  his  live  snap  bait  to  the 
liddle  of  this  pool,  and  it  was  instantly  taken. 

rowed  the  punt  away,  he  led  the  fish  on  a 
i^ht  line  through  the  gut  or  channel  to  the  more 
pen  water  of  the  lake,  and  then  he  had  the  fish 
t  his  mercy,  and  he  never  gave  it  another  chance, 
n  ten  more  minutes  it  was  gaffed  and  safe  in  our 
tint,  a  handsome  26-pounder.  Our  other  best 
ah  that  day  were  23|lb.  and  21ilb.,  the  gross 
atch  was  over  2cwt. 
But  the  above  angling  incidents  were  connected 
nth  lake  fishing;  very  easy  and  nice  in  well 
tocked  waters,  because  the  pike  and  perch  are 
here,  and  will  be  almost  certain  to  feed  for  some 
lours  during  the  day,  in  favourable  weather ;  but 
or  the  cream  of  winter  fishing  recommend  me  to 
;ome  fine  stretch  of  pike  water  in  the  upper 
Thames,  where  there  is  a  cosy  inn,  like  the  Old 
French  Horn  at  Sonning  used  to  be  ;  not  a  pre- 
entious  place  like' that  of  the  present  day,  which 
ia3  superseded  the  quaint  old  hostelry  that  was 
iuch  a  delightful  rendezious  in  the  time  when 
William  Hull  was  boniface,  and  he  and  his  bonny 
rife  strove  so  successfully  to  make  their  angling 
clients  comfortable  and  happy.  In  these  old- 
fashioned  up-river  inns— even  at  the  present  day 
—there  is  a  probability  of  escaping  the  noise  and 
hubbub  of  the  boatist  and  the  river  tourist,  and 
:>f  finding  good  sport  in  the  unfrequented  back 
waters,  with  quietude  and  that  contentment  so 
beloved  by  all  true  disciples  of  Izaac  Walton. 

In  the  time  of  the  old  French  Horn  Inn  an 
angling  companion  went  there  with  me  on  the  last 
night  of  the  expiring  year,  to  fish  the  first  two 
days  of  the  new  year.  A  slight  fall  of  snow,  and 
a  hoar  frost  had  clothed  the  trees  with  delicate 
traceries,  which,  in  the  moonlight,  looked  like 
silver  filigree  network.  After  supper  we  strolled 
on  to  the  bridge  to  enjoy  our  pipes ;  the  sound  ot 
church  bells  at  Reading,  softened  by  the  distance, 
was  wafted  along  the  river  by  the  south-west  wind 
while  those  of  Sonning  and  Shiplake  began  to  add 
their  melody,  preparatory  to  ringing  the  dirge  ol 
the  departing  year,  and  welcoming  in  the  new  one. 
A  brilliant  star-lit  sky  and  frosty  air,  gave 
promise  of  settled  weather;  and  we  looked 
forward  to  the  morrow  in  expectation  of  success- 
ful fishing. 

While  lingering  on  the  bridge  chatting  over 
our  prospects  of  sport,  and  the  whereabouts  of 
~i'ndry  big  pike  that  had  been  seen  between  there 
and  Shiplake,  the  thought  struck  us  that  we  would 

,  send  the  bellringers  some  of  Wm.  Hull  s  old  ale, 
wherewith  to  drink  a  prosperous  advent  to  the 

,  New  Year,  and  to  beg  admission  for  ourselves  to 
the  l>clfry. 

f    Oar  avant  coureur  (two  gallons  of  best  Burton) 
secured  us  a  hearty  welcome,  and  we  ascended  the 
old  church  tower,  just  in  time  to  witness  the 
f  ringing  of  a  "  change  of  grandsires,"  followed  by 
*  "  triple  bob-majors,"  executed  in  such  a  masterly 
manner  as  would  have  been  creditable  to  a  set  ot 
"college  youths."     The  new  year  was  scarcely 
bom  when  myself  and  friend  were  invited  to  show 
.  our  skill  in  campanology.    Now  in  my  youth,  1 
.  had  sometimes  "rung  a  treble,"  and  my  friend 
said  he  once  did  the  "  tenor"  bell,  so  we  took  part 
S  in  a  "peal  of  eight,"  when  something  went  wrong, 
I  in  fact,  my  friend  and  I  got  o_ut  of  time,  and  made 
1  such  a  mess  of  the  whole  affair,  that  in  our 
Hendeavours  to  get  right,  we  made  the-"  confusion 
ilworse  confounded,"  and  the  bells  appeared  to  have 
gone  stark  mad,  to  the  amazement  of  the  sober 
folks  of  Sonning. 


The  only  sad  part  of  our  connection  with  the 
Fishing  Gazette  for  the  last  twenty  years  has 
been  the  chronicling  in  its  columns  the  passing 
over  to  the  great  majority  of  so  many  friends  and 
acquaintances  in  the  angling  world.  We  did  not 
personally  know  Mr.  Hase,  but  have  had  twenty 
years'  correspondence  with  him,  and  can  add  our 
testimony  to  his  never  failing  courtesy  and  good- 
heartedness.  Perhaps  we  cannot  do  better  than 
reproduce  some  few  notes  about  him  we  published 
sone  time  ago  in  the  F.  0. 


information  will  be  missed  by  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  while  those  who  knew  him 
personally  will  mourn  a  good  fellow. 

"  Known  chiefly  to  readers  of  the  F.  G.,  Field, 
&c,  under  his  name  of  '  Giant,'  he  was  always 
ready  to  supply  data  of  authentic  catches,  &c, 
or  to  correct  mis-statements. 

"Obliged,  by  his  ever  increasing  asthmatieal 
cough,  to  give  up  outdoor  sport  (years  ago  a  keen 
angler  and  riverside  naturalist),  he  devoted  much 
time  to  pen  and  ink  drawing,  at  which  he  excelled, 
many  of  his  sketches  being  masterpieces  of  fine 
execution. 

"Possessed  of  good  sound  judgment  on  all 
piscatorial  and  sporting  subjects,  unassuming  and 
genial  in  manner,  he  was  ever  a  pleasant  and 
instructive  companion,  well  read,  and  brimful  of 
anecdotal  conversation.  With  a  fund  of  pisca- 
torial facts  to  fall  back  upon, '  Giant '  had  usually 
a  '  bit  up  his  sleeve '  with  which  to  close  a  dis- 
cussion when  others  were  talked  out. 

"  Formerly  employed  in  the  corn  trade,  he  has 
for  a  long  time  been  engaged  at  Messrs.  Perry 
and  Co.'s,  Blackfriars-road,  in  whose  employ  he 
continued  up  to  within  a  few  days  of  his  death. 

"  '  Giant '  succumbed  to  the  effects  of  a  terribly 
trying  cough,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of 
fifty-three,  leaving  a  host  of  sorrowing  friends 
and  relatives  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  thoroughly 
<*ood  fellow,  for  '  they  all  loved  Jack.'— Yours 
faithfully,  Ed.  Beard  ('  A.C.V.')  " 


Mr.  John  Hase  ('  Giant"). 
Has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  our  correspondent 
columns  for  many  years.  In  wading  thioug'i  the  Gazette 
neirly  all  readers  must  have  frequently  met  him  under  his 
now  da  -plume  of  "Giant,"  while  those  who  have  en- 
countered him  in,  propria  persona  know  him  as  a  most 
genial  an.l  entertaining  companion.  If  there  is  a  question 
raised  as  to  the  size,  weight,  colour,  or  authentic  y  ot  any 
reported  peach,  from  a  rat  to  a  salmon,  he  is  soon  OB  the 
twt  armed  with  references  culled  froai  tho  leading 
authorities,  and  so  wide  is  his  reading  and  store  ot  general 
information,  that  "  Giant"  is  an  eneye.oped.a  in  himself, 
in  addition  ti  being  no  mean  exponent  ot  the  gentle  art  . 
In  fact  he  has  more  than  once  lren  spoken  ot  by  bis 
many  admirera  as  "  (iiantfie  Jac'c  Killer."  As  a  pen  and 
ink  artist  his  equal  is  seldom  mtf.ar.d  manv  ot  his  pictures 
of  ho-ses-after  Sturgess,  &c.-toi  ay  nothing  ot  piscatorial 
sabiects  ad  lib.,  aremirvels  of  fine  execution.  I  ailing 
evesight  having  compelled  him  to  relinquish  drawing,  he 
hi,  gone  in  for  "paste  and  scissois"  as  a  hobby  and 
"  Cianfs  "  scrap  book  should  be  handed  down  to  posterity 
labelled  "  Enquirj  within  upon  Everything." 

Mr  Hase  died  at  his  residence  in  Peckham 
Rye  on  the  night  of  Feb. !»,  and  was  interred  at 
Forest  Hill  Cemetery.    He  was  in  his  fifty-third 

yeHis  old  friend,  Mr.  Ed.  Beard,  known  to  our 
readers  for  so  many  years  past  as  "  A  Coggeshall 
Volunteer,"  sent  us  the  following  note  \ 
"  R.  B.  Marston,  Eno,  , 

Sir  —I  have  just  heard  with  regret  that  my 
friend,  John  Hase-' Giant '  of  the  ^-G.-d.ed 
on  Feb  !>  at  his  residence,  Peckham  Rye.  Mr 
Hase  has  suffered  for  a  long  time  from  a  fearful 
cough,  and  lately  has  been  unable  to  venture  to 
and  from  his  business  place. 

"He  may  be  said  to  have  died  literally  in 
harness'  at  bis  post,  having  for  some  time  had 
sleeping  quarters  at  his  office.  He  went  home  in 
a  close  carriage  on  Monday,  and  expired  short  y 
after     Poor  'Giant'!    His  fund  of  accurate 


CAUDEBEC-EN-CAUX. 
(Contd.  from  page  110.) 

Caudebec  itself  has  suffered  far  less  from  the 
hand  of  the  destroyer  than  most  of  the  neigh- 
bouring towns.    A  few  houses  still  remain,  which 
date  from  the  thirteenth  century,  and  there  are 
several  of  the  fifteenth,  including  that  once 
o  vned  by  Guillaume  Le  Tellier,  designer  of  the 
plan,  and  master  mason  of  the  works  of  the 
present  Flamboyant  Church,  which  was  still  un- 
finished at  his  death.    It  is  pleasant  to  note  the 
care  with  which  this  and  other  interesting  old 
tenements  have  been  preserved.    The  people  of 
Caudebec  love  and  appreciate  their  town,  they 
consider  no  sacrifice  too  great  to  preserve  the 
heirlooms  of  the  past ;  and  whilst  but  for  private 
munificence  all  traces  of  the  Abbey  of  Jumieges 
and  the  Monastery  of  St.  Wandrille  would  long 
ere  this  have  been  swept  away,  the  Church  of 
Notre  Dame  des  Neiges,  at  Caudebec,  has  been 
reverently  cared  for  and  rescued  from  destruction 
by  the  burgesses  themselves,  remaining  a  perfectly 
unique  example  of  Flamboyant  Gothic  work. 
Only  within  the  last  fifteen  years  the  great  spire, 
considered  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  finest  m 
France,  has  been  completely  restored,  at  a  cost 
of  161,000  francs,  almost  entirely  at  the  expense 
of  the  townsfolk,  who  at  the  present  moment  are 
petitioning  the  State  for  aid  in  the  restoration 
of  the  west  portal.  , 

There  is  a  touching  legend  in  connection  with 
this  Grande  Fhche,  which  is  probably  not  known 
outside  the  noble  Pays  de  Cau.r,  and  may  interest 
you.     Maitre  Guillaume    Le    Tellier   had  an 
only  daughter,  Marie  by  name,  beloved  by  a 
young  gardener,  who  every  market  day  set  out 
hi3  flowers  for  sale  beneath  the  windows  of  her 
home.    But  Maitre  Guillaume  would  give  her 
hand  to  none  but  a  member  of  his  own  craft, 
and    leaving   the  culture  of  his  flowers,  this 
gardener,  whose  very  name  is  forgotten,  managed, 
with   the  aid  of  powerful   friends,   to  induce 
Maitre  Guillaume  to  take  him  as  an  apprentice. 
He  showed  wonderful  aptitude  at  Ins  new  work, 
and  in  due  time  became  the  trusted  friend  ami 
helper  of  his  master,  and  the  accepted  lover  of  the 
daughter.    The  main  body  of  the  great  church 
was  now  nearing  its  completion,  but  Maitre 
Guillaume  was  much  troubled  in  his  mind  because 
he  could  not  hit  upon  a  design  for  a  spire  worthy  ot 
the  rest  of  the  noble  edifice.    One  bright  evening 
in  June  the  master's  whole  family  and  tho  soii-m- 
law-to-be  walked  out  to  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame 
de  Barre  y  va  to  give  thanks  for  some  special  mercy 
received,  and  on  the  way  Marie  amused  herself 
by  weaving  three  garlands  of  wild  flowers >  with 
which  to  deck  the  image  of  the  Virgin.  These 
garlands  the  young  girl  placed,  one  on  tho  head, 
one  round  the  neck,  and  the  thud  round  the 
waist  of  the  Holy  Mother.    The  party  were  just, 
leaving    the    church,    after    performing  their 
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devotions,  when    Maitre   Guillaume  asked  bis 
future  son-in-law  to  wait  a  moment,  then  when  the 
others  were  out  of  hearing  he  whispered  :  "I  have 
it  at  last,  the  design  for  the  great  spire,  a  triple 
tiara  such  as  Marie  has  innocently  made.  I  must 
make  a  sketch  at  once  before  it  slips  my  memory." 
No  other  materials  on  which  to  make  the  sketch 
ljeing  at  band,  the  master  drew  the  outline  on 
the  outside  wall  of  the  chapel  where  the  drooping 
greenery  hid  it.    He  could  return  any  day  to 
copy  it,  he  said.    But,  alas  for  human  plans,  that 
very  night  Mane  was  taken  ill,  and  a  few  days 
later  she  was  dead.    Her  broken-hearted  father 
never  again  visited  the  wayside  chapel,  and  ere 
long  followed  his  daughter  to  her  grave  in  the 
Lady  Chapel  of  the  church  he  bad  designed,  leaving 
his  son  Colin  to  complete  his  work.    The  lover  in 
the  first  bitterness  of  bis  despair  (led  from  the 
world  to  the  monastery  of  Saint  Wandrille,  where, 
having  received  the  name  of  Brother  Simplicien, 
he  was  made  gardener,  and  strove  to  forget,  in 
returning  to  his  first  occupation,  all  that  had 
happened  since  he  had  laid  aside  the  spade  for 
the  trowel. 

The  secret  of  the  spire  seemed  likely  to  be 
for  ever  lost  in  the  living  tomb  of  the  monastery. 
The  years  passed  on ;  the  great  church  was 
practically  ready  for  worshippers,  and  Colin  le 
Tellier  had  made  design  after  design  for  a  spire 
which  pleased  neither  himself  nor  any  one  else, 
when  one  day  the  Superior  of  Saint  Wandrille 
sent  Brother  Simplicien  with  a  message  to  the 
cure  of  Caudebec.  It  was  fifteen  years  since 
the  monk  had  left  the  walls  of  the  convent,  and 
as  he  made  his  way  along  the  once  familiar  patbs, 
the  past  woke  up  again,  and  the  old  agony  of  love 
and  regret  returned. 

Arrived  in  Caudebec,  he  made  bis  way  to  the 
church,  and,  looking  up  at  the  west  portal,  the 
memory  of  the  design  for  the  spire  flashed  across 
his  mind.  He  gave  bis  letter  to  the  cure's  servant, 
and  spent  the  time  whilst  waiting  for  the  answer 
prostrate  upon  the  stones  bearing  the  names  of 
Guillaume  and  Boberte  Le  Tellier.    Back  again 
at  the  monastery  he  was  a  changed  man ;  he  could 
neither  eat  nor  sleep,  he  neglected  bis  garden,  and 
spent  hours  drawing  with  bis  hoe  on  the  ground 
something  which  looked  like  a  spire.    Sent  for, 
and  reprimanded  by  the  Father  Superior,  the  poor 
brother  poured  out  the  wbole  story   to  bim, 
entreated  permission  to  go  to  Notre  Dame  de 
Barre  y  va  to  look  at  the  sketch  made  by  bis 
master,  and  was  allowed  to  go  on  condition  that 
be  promised  never  to  speak  of  tbe  matter  to  any- 
one but  tbe  Father  Superior.  He  found  tbe  sketch 
still  intact  thougb  overgrown  with  lichen.  From 
it  be  worked  up  tbe  design  in  every  detail,  and  gave 
it  to  the  Father  Superior,  who  sent  it  to  tbe  cure  of 
Caudebec.    It  was  adopted,  and  seven  years  later 
the  Superior  and  monks  of  Saint  Wandrille  were 
mvited  to  be  present  at  the  Benediction  of  the 
Grande  Fleche.     No  word  had  passed  on  tbe 
subject  between  Brother   SimpUcien  and  the 
reverend  father,  but  now,  as  tbe  procession  from 
the  abbey  met  that  from  the  church,  tbe  silence 
was  broken.    The  Superior  whispered  to  one  of  his 
attendant  monks:  "You  are  free  to  go  where 
you  will,  up  there,  if  you  like."    Then,  concludes 
the  legend,  Brother  Simplicien  climbed  tbe  stair- 
case in  the  tower,  and  stood  in  that  gallery  from 
which  ever  since,  on  Ascension  Day,  the  choristers 
chant  their  responses  whilst  the  priests  march  in 
procession  through  the  market  place.    He  kissed 
the  stones,  he  pressed  his  burning  brow  upon 
them,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  church 
turned  into  a  ship  in  which  his  soul  floated  to 
the  gates  of  Heaven.    After  this  he  quietly 
rejoined  bis  brethren,  returning  with  them  in  the 
evening  to  tbe  monastery,  which  be  never  left 
again.  Could  obedience  and  self-denial  go  further  ? 

We  find  our  position  on  the  borderland  between 
town  and  country,  though  generally  quiet  enough 
very  far  from  dull.  Our  landlord  owns  stables 
which  will  hold  160  horses,  and  on  market  days 
and  other  special  occasions,  the  open  space 
opposite  our  windows  is  crowded  with  quaint  old 
vehicles.  There,  too,  halted  the  troops  on  their 
way  from  Rouen  to  Havre,  and  we  looked  down 
upon  some  of  the  weary  conscripts  preparing  their 
own  food  in  the  streets.  They  had  started  at 
tour  m  the  morning,  and  it  was  three  o'clock  in 
the  atternoon  before  they  got  any  food  ' 

The  weekly  market  held  here  differs  but  little 
irom  that  described  in  my  letter  to  you  from 
Dinan,  and  is  as  rich  in  comic  and  pathetic  scenes 


as  any  I  have  witnessed  in  France.  There  is,  I 
am  glad  to  say,  less  cruelty  to  the  cattle  and 
other  living  animals  for  sale  than  there  was  at 
Dinan.  True  the  ducks,  geese,  turkeys,  and 
fowls  carried  about  tied  together  in  quivering, 
fluttering,  bundles  on  tbe  arms  of  their  owners 
cannot  enjoy  this  unnatural  mode  of  progression, 
but  their  misery  is  of  short  duration.  The  calves 
and  pigs  brought  in  from  the  country  are  treated 
more  like  petted  children  than  brute  beasts.  When 
their  will  clashes  with  that  of  their  owner  they 
are  addressed  by  name,  with  endearing  terms, 
"  Tiens  vielle  coquette,"  says  one  to  a  refractory 
donkey ;  or  "  Eh  bien,  qu'  as  tu  done  petit,"  to 
a  young  bull  anxious  to  explore  on  his  own 
account.  Love  of  animals  is  very  characteristic 
of  the  people  here,  and  they  have  many  pets. 
Happy  families  abound  in  the  market — monkeys, 
tortoises,  rabbits,  guinea  pigs,  doves,  guinea  fowls, 
Ac,  living  togetber  in  harmony  inside  caravans, 
and  sharing  the  meals  of  tbe  children,  who  sleep 
on  planks  suspended  beneath  the  carts,  and  thrive 
in  this  rough  and  ready  life.  In  a  garden  on  the 
quay  lives  a  strange  pet — a  tame  fox,  named 
Follet  or  Madcap,  who  is  the  delight  of  tbe  whole 
town,  and  wags  bis  brush  as  a  dog  does  his  tail 
with  pleasure  when  any  friend  approaches. 

All  the  processions,  whether  religious  or  civil, 
pass  beneath  our  windows,  and  in  August  and 
September  there  seems  to  be  some  excitement 
going  on  every  day.    Now  it  is  a  wedding  party 
promenading  round  the  town  in  gala  attire,  the 
bride  perhaps  clinging  to  her  husband's  arm  with 
one  hand,  and  leading  a  baby  brother  or  sister  by 
the  other ;  now  it  is  the  Pompiers,  marching  in 
gleaming  helmets  and  much  decorated  uniforms, 
with  banners  flying  and  band  playing,  to  meet 
their  brethren  from  other  towns  on  the  quay; 
now  it  is  the  grand  procession  in  fulfilment  of  the 
vow  of  Louis  XIV.,  on  Assumption  Day,  when 
young  girls  all  in  white  carry  round  a  very  un- 
flattering image  of  the  Virgin.    Now,  again,  it  is 
the  Tanners  doing  honour  to  their  patron  saint, 
St.  Roch,  for  here  the  old  fetes  of  the  corporation 
are  still  kept  up,  and  it  is  a  pretty  sight  when  the 
troops  of  toil- worn  workmen  turn  out  of  the  church 
as  the  clock  strikes  twelve,  headed  by  one  of 
their  number  playing  a  viobn,  whilst,  aided 
by  their  little  daughters  with  wreaths  on  their 
heads,  others  carry  the  blessed  bread,  all  decked  with 
flowers  and  greenery,  and  surmounted  by  a  cock, 
the  sign  of  the  tanners,  to  the  bouse  of  the 
brother  where  the  feast  is  to  be  held.    The  whole 
scene  bears  the  unmistakable  cachet  of  media;va- 
ism,  but  the  banner  of  Secours  mutuel  floating 
above  it  all  shows  that  the  old  leaven  is  giving 
place  to  tbe  new.     Tanning  is  now  the  chief 
industry  of  Caudebec,  and  most  of  the  humbler 
bouses  are  decked  outside  from  the  top  to  the 
bottom  with  row  upon  rows  of  what  is  called 
tourbure— that  is  to  say,  cakes  made  of  the  residue 
of  the  tan,  and  used  as  fuel.    One  shudders  to 
think  what  a  blaze  there  would  be  if  a  bouse  thus 
cased  were  to  catch  fire.  Nancy  Bell 


was  used  quite  recently  in  the  night,  and 
great  relief  in  a  case  of  intense  abdominal  ■ 
Ladies  who  suffer  from  cold  hands  find  the  Iti 
invaluable — when  walking  or  riding  it  is  helc 
the  muff.    Bicycles  are  fitted  with  Instra  hand 
It  is  a  success.    Occasionally  a  cartridge 
out,  but  it  is  easily  set  going  again  by  tbe 
a  match. 


THE  SPEY. 


(To  be  continued.) 
THE  INSTRA  WARMER . 

This  little  advertisement  needs  but  few  words 
from  us  in  the  way  of  further  explanation. 
Messrs.  Blair  and  Co.  sent  us  one  of  the  Instra 
Warmers,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 

INSTRA  WARMERS.  rutntrH  Vuwtfmit  the  World 
The  POCKET  INSTRA.  fa  impel  ceptibl'e 
in  a  pocket,  ornament*],  and,  by  the 
sprcial  patent  In  Iti  conduction.  ABSO. 
KV'";LY  SAJfE  AND  CLEANLY.  The 
ir>STKA  prevents  Chills,  and  soon  Dissi- 
pates the  Congestion  caused  by  Chills  ; 
is  Invaluable  to  delicate  pert  on?,  whereby 
Jits  use  can  resist  cold,  changes  of  tern- 
reiv.Uire.  or  draughts.  Useful  when 
FISHING.  Driving,  Shooting,  Bicycling, 
Travelling,  or  at  Theatres,  Public  Meet- 
ings. Churches,  &o.  PERSONS  USING 
THE  INSTRA " OAK  SIT  IN  A  COLD 
ROOM  WITHOUT  A  FIRE. 
BLAIR  &  Co.,  47,  Cannon  st.,  Lond.,  E.C. 

that  it  is  likely  to  prove  very  useful  to  all  who 
suiter  from  cold  hands  or  feet,  also  in  very  many 
cases  of  illness  where  the  application  of  a  con- 
tinuous and  gentle  heat  is  beneficial. 

It  is,  for  instance,  not  always  easy  to  get  hot 
water  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  but  if  you  have 
one  of  these  neat  little  nickel  plated  Instras,  all 
you  have  to  do  is  to  unscrew  tbe  top,  light  a  car- 
tridge, drop  it  m  the  central  chamber,  and  there 
it  quietly,  without  noise  or  smell,  smoulders' away 
giving  out  quite  a  quantity  of  heat  for  from  three 
to  tour  hours.   We  know  an  instance  where  it 


[We  have  to  thank  the  editor  of  the  Scots: 
for  permission  to  reprint  this  interesting  ari 
on  the  River  Spey.— Ed.  F.G.] 

Spey  whisky  and  Spey  salmon  are  both  e 
lent  products  of  that  northern  region,  and  go 
together  at  the  table ;  but  the  increase  of  the 
has  been  perilously  near  to  bringing  about 
extinction  of  the  other.  How  this  came  to  ,M, 
can  only  be  understood  by  recapitulating  brief! 
certain  facts,  some  of  wbicb  have  been  from  tim 
to  time  before  the  public  in  a  more  or  less  desu 
tory  fashion. 

For  a  number  of  years  prior  to  1890  rod  fishini 
on  the  Spey  has  been  falling  off  to  an  alarm? 
degree.  There  was,  of  course,  no  end  of  th& 
as  to  the  cause,  and  the  fact  of  failure  and  of  w 
conflict  of  opinion  at  length  induced  the  lippe 
proprietors  to  engage  Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  th« 
well-known  expert,  to  inspect  -the  river,  anc 
report.  This  he  did  in  1891,  having  bargained  foi 
a  free  hand,  and  that  he  was  "  to  be  in  no  waj 
hampered  by  trying  to  make  out  a  case  in  favoiu 
of  one  particular  section  of  tbe  fishing  interests  hi 
opposition  to  another."  The  Duke  of  Richmond, 
who  owns  ten  miles  of  the  fishings  at  tbe  mouth 
of  the  river,  was  no  party  to  the  inquiry,  to  the 
prosecution  of  which,  however,  he  accorded  every 
facility,  as,  of  course,  did  all  the  other  pro- 
prietors. Mr.  Ffennell's  visit  impressed  him  with 
the  fact  that  the  Spey  was  in  all  respects  a  model 
salmon  river,  either  for  anglers  or  for  its  capa- 
bility and  fertility  for  breeding  fish  in  its  com- 
mercial and  food  supplying  quality.  But  he  was 
compelled  to  acknowledge  that,  "  considering  the 
splendid  character  of  tbe  river,  the  yield  of  fish  to 
tbe  rods  in  the  upper  waters  was  miserable  in  the 
extreme."  This  result  be  attributed  largely  to 
the  persistent  manner  in  which  netting  has  been 
carried  on  in  the  inland  waters,  not  for  sport,  but 
for  the  supply  of  the  market.  Turning  to  the 
lower  waters,  he  also  condemmed  "the  diligent 
and  persistent  manner  in  which  the  nets  are 
worked  day  and  night  along  the  fresh  waters  of 
the  Spey  from  Tugnet  to  the  top  of  Orton  water, 
a  distance  of  some  nine  miles."  "  By  which  per- 
sistent fishing  I  consider,"  says  Mr.  Ffennell, 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  is  robbing  himself." 
The  next  point  to  which  Mr.  Ffennell  turned  his 
attention  was  that  of  pollution  of  the  river  by  dis- 
charges from  distilleries.  But  at  that  time  the 
discharges  were  not  so  excessive,  but  that  the  full 
and  rapid  current  of  the  Spey  was  sufficient  to 
carry  off  some  of  their  worst  effects.  Mr.  Ffennell 
finally  recommended  for  the  improvement  of  the 
fisheries  "an  additional  and  substantial  weekly 
slap  in  that  portion  of  the  fresh  waters  which  is 
now  so  closely  fished  "  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond. 
Acting  on  Mr.  Ffennell's  hint,  the  upper  pro- 
prietors entered  into  negotiations  with  the  Duke  i 
with  a  view  to  secure  an  extension  of  the  weekly  1 
slap ;  but  these  came  to  nothing.  Subsequently 
the  Duke,  of  bis  own  motive,  made  a  slight  con- 
cession  of  this  kind,  and  later  the  proprietors 
arranged  with  his  Grace  that  he  should  take  the 
nets  off  a  stretch  of  a  mile  or  thereby  at  Orton 
for  a  given  number  of  years  for  a  stated  sum. 

It  may  here  be  noted  that  the  proprietors  along 
the  whole  stretch  of  the  river  between  the  Duke's 
fishings  and  Loch  Insh  are  loyal  to  their  neigh- 
bours,  and  to  their  own  best  interests,  in  not 
using  the  net  at  all  in  their  pools  or  streams. 
They  are,  it  is  understood,  fully  entitled  to  do  so; 
and  one  or  two  of  them,  by  way  of  asserting  their 
right,  have  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  the  net  in 
one  of  their  pools  once  or  thereby  in  a  season. 
But  were  they  all  to  net  the  river  regularly —were 
they,  in  short,  to  fish  as  unscrupulously  as  is  done 
in  Loch  Insh— it  is  clear  that  Spey  salmon  would 
soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 
Mr.  Ffennell,  with  reference  to  the  Duke's 

Ii?  £g8'  SayS :  " 1  do  not  in  the  leil8fc  Relieve  that 
the  Duke  is  fishing-beyond  the  rights  he  enjoys 
along  the  river,"  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  he 
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I  (Hit  if  so  inclined,  fish  much  more  extensively. 
!  o  Duke's  fishing  rights  are  confirmed  |  by 
j  irtev  •  but  the  upper  proprietors'  grievance  is 
t  Lt  when  the  charter  was  granted  the  methods  of 
,  •  fishin^  were  loose  and  primitive,  and 
.  isequently  many  fish  got  past  to  the  upper 
-  ters  whereas  now,  by  the  constant  use  ot 

•  proved  nets,  not  a  fin  escapes,  that  stretch  of 
-» river  being  daily  and  nightly  cleared  ot  fash 

•nearly  a  week  on  end— that  is,  from  Monday 
,Tning  till  Friday  at  midnight. 
Since  Mr.  Ffennell  reported,  a  great  deal  has 
opened     From  the  extraordinary  increase  of 
e  distilleries  on  the  Spey  and  its  tributaries,  and 
e  immensely  augmented  output  of  whisky  due 
the  recent  "  boom  "  in  Speyside  brands— all  ot 
rich  claim  more  or  less  affinity  to  the  famed 
'enlivet— the  amount  of  distillery  refuse  has 
creased  a  hundred-fold.    Even  the  "  thundering 
,ey  "  as  Aytoun  calls  it,  the  most  rapid  river  m 
•otJand,  and  sending  to  the  sea  a  volume  of  water 
ceeded  only  by  the  Tay,  could  not  clear  itselt  ot 
is  greatly  augmented  supply  of  deleterious  stuff, 
bich  settled  in  the  pools,  forming  a  slimy  and 
fensive  deposit  on  the   bottom.     The  fash, 
ckened  with  whisky  refuse,  instead  of  lying  m 
ie  pools,  rushed  past  to  the  clear  upper  waters 
>vond  the  distilleries.    The  proprietors  m  what 
ay  be  called  the  middle  stretch  of  the  noble 
ver  were  in  this  way  nipped  between  the  Duke 
id  the  distilleries,  his  grace  catching  the  fash 
>low,  and  the  distilleries  above  driving  them  to 
w  upper  waters.     The  filthy  state  of  the 
ream  and  the  consequent  decay  of  the  fishings 
rove  the  riparian  proprietors  again  to  take 
Hion     And  this  time   they   were  joined  by 
ie  Duke,  his  grace's  interests  being  directly 
ivolved  from  the  spawning  beds  m  the  bpey 
•self,  and  notably  in  its  important  tributary, 
be  Fiddich,  being  seriously  affected  by  the 
efuse    In  the  Fishery  Board  s  Report  for  18Jo 
Ir  Archer  says  he  "would  give  little  account  ot 
he  spawn  deposited  in  the  Fiddich  below  the 
listilieries,  which  means  some  300  or  400  of .the 
pawn  beds."    He  goes  on  to  tell  how  he  bottled 
k»ev  water  taken  below  Carron  Distillery,  and 
;Xperimented  by  filling  tumblers  with  it  m  which 
,e  placed  salmon  fry,  with  the  result  that  nice 
lealthyfry  some  six  weeks  old'  all  died  m  the 
polluted  water  within  two  hours,  while  fry  placed 
n  a  tumblerful  of  Spey  water  taken  from  above 
•be  distillery  kept  all  right.   The  fry  was  taken 
from  the  hatcheries  at  Fochabers,  recently  estab- 
lished by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  who,  haying 
taken  alarm  at  the  decreasing  value  of  his  fishings 
two  or  three  years  ago,  adopted  this  artificial 
method  of  meeting  the  evil    The  upper  pro 
prietors  are  inclined  to  thmk  that  this  turning  of 
the  noble  Spey  into  a  private  preserve  is  a  back- 
ward  step,  and  that  if  the  Duke  were  a  little 
more  liberal  towards  them,  and  that  if  by  natural 
and  legislative  action  pollution  of  all  kinds  were 
effectively  stopped,  the  Spey  would  be  as  good  a 
salmon  river  as  it  used  to  be,  without  hatcheries 

But  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  the 
pollution  demon  has  been  in  the  meantime  fairly 
grappled  with-scotched,  though  not  killed- 
through  the  efforts  of  the  riparian  proprietors 
already  referred  to.   Three  years  ago  they  took 
action  as  riparia*  owners  against  one  prominent 
distiller  in  the  first  instance,  at  the  same  time 
.  advising  all  the  others  that  they  would  be  simi- 
larly dealt  with  in  turn.   After  some  delay  the 
.  party  referred  to  rented  ground  adjacent  to  bis 
distillery,  rnd  erected  a  series  of  settling  ponds 
into  which  the  wash  is  discharged  and  allowed  to 
,  deposit  its  pernicious  ingredients  before  it  passes 
'  into  the  river.    Others  followed  suit,  and,  with  one 
or  two  exceptions,  all  the  distilleries  now  profess 
1  to  have  adopted  the  same  system,  the  efficacy  ot 
I  which,  however,  has  not  yet  been  fully  tested ; 
it  can  only  be  so  by  the  experience  of  a  year  or 
two    The  exceptions  are  being  at  present  dealt 
with,  and,  under  threat  of  prosecution  will  no 
doubt  be  compelled  to  conform.    This  has  been 

•  done  at  very  considerable  cost,  which  has  been 
,  borne  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  the  five 
«   other  proprietors  who  joined  with  his  grace.  Is 

it  not  matter  for  surprise  that  the  suppression  ot 
a  nuisance  threatening  the  destruction  of  such  a 
-  valuable  food  supply,  to  say  nothing  of  the  de- 
ll terioration  of  one  of  the  noblest  rivers  in  Scot- 
land, should  thus  be  left  to  individual  enterprise 
[   and  effort,  even  though  it  is  their  personal  in- 
terest that  the  value  of  their  fish  ngs  should  be 
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maintained?     Is  there  not,  it  may  be  asked,  a 
Spey  Fishing  Board  ?    Certainly  there  is  ;  and  it 
levies  on  proprietors  an  assessment  of  between 
2s.  and  3s.  per  £1,  which  goes  mainly  to  the 
support  of  water  bailiffs  and  the  costs  of  prose- 
cuting poachers.    But  this  is  little  better  than  a 
mockery  if  the  whole  river  is  permitted  to  become 
or  remain  a  distillery  and  general  sewer.  Com- 
pared with  the  money-making  distiller,  the  poor 
poacher  is  a  harmless  creature.  There  is,  perhaps, 
something  to  be  hoped  for  from  the  action  of  the 
County  Councils,  which  are  now  beginning  to 
move  in  the  matter— not  only  as  regards  the 
distillery  refuse,  but  as  regards  the  general 
sewage  question.    The  increased  number  of  dis- 
tilleries has  added  considerably  to  the  rural 
population,  while  the  towns  of  Dufftown  and 
Rothes,  and  the  villages  of  Craigellachie  and 
Aberlour,  by  adopting  modern  systems  of  water 
supply  and  drainage,  have  converted  a  formerly 
insignificant  element  of  pollution  into  one  daily 
becoming  more  and  more  formidable  and  alarm- 
ing.    But  local  machinery  moves   slowly  and 
heavily,  clogged,  as  it  always  is,  by  local  interests 
and  without  an  impulse  from  the  central  power,  it 
may  be  years  before  effective  action  is  taken. 
How  is  this  impulse  to  be  given  ? 

[We  think  we  are  correct  in  stating  that  the 
close  time  is  from  six  a.m  on  Monday  morning  to 
6ix  p.m.  on  Saturday  night,  not  to  midnight  on 
Friday  only,  as  stated.— Ed. 
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some  very  large  trout,  but  they  are  not  numerous. 
In  spring  a  pale  wing  and  black  body  are  good, 
or,  indeed,  a  large  fly  of  any  colour.  Accommo- 
dation at  Dairy,  nine  miles  from  the  loch. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Parton;  thence  by  bus  to 
Dairy.  .  ^     .  . 

Loch  Urr  is  on  the  boundaries  of  Dumtries- 
shire  and  Kirkcudbrightshire.  It  is  about  120 
acres  in  extent,  and  is  not  open  save  by  leave  of 
the  proprietors,  which  is  not  difficult  to  obtain. 
It  contains  a  few  trout  of  excellent  quality,  and 
perch  and  pike.  The  trout  generally  exceed  lib. 
in  weight.  If  leave  to  fish  be  got,  the  village  of 
Moniaive  affords  accommodation.  Route:  By 
rail  to  Thornhill;  thence  by  'bus  to  Moniaive, 
nine  miles ;  thence  hire  to  Loch  Urr,  six  miles  j  cr 
to  Corsock  Bridge  via  Dalbeattie.  _ 

Loch  Valley  is  in  the  parish  of  Mmnigatt. 
It  is  nearly  a  mile  long  and  half  a  mile  broad,  and 
belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Galloway,  whose  factor  can 
give  permission  to  fish.  It  contains  trout  and 
pike— the  trout  about  21b.  each.  Two  or  three 
trout  in  a  day  is  reckoned  fair  sport.  The  nearest 
inn  is  at  Newton-Stewart,  fourteen  miles  off. 
Best  months  :  April,  May,  and  June.  Wild  and 
romantic  scenery.  Route:  By  rail  to  Newton- 
Stewart  ;  thence  hire  about  fourteen  miles. 

Loch  Whinycon. — A  little  circular  loch  m 
the  parish  of  Girthon.  It  can  be  fished  by  re- 
siding at  Murray  Amis  Hotel,  Gatehouse-of-Fleet, 
the  landlord  of  which  has  a  boat  on  it.  Tbe  trout 
run  five  to  a  lb.,  and  three  or  four  dozen  is  a  fan- 
basket.  April,  May,  and  June  are  the  best 
months,  and  the  best  fly  green  and  yellow  (small  . 
Route:  By  rail  to  Dromore;  thence  by  coach 
to  Gatehouse;  thence  hire  three  miles  and  walk 


rBy  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist  s  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  ot 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright. extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  iu  each  year  ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death 
&c  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 
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KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE  (continued). 
Lochs  of  Kirkcudbrightshire. 
Loch  Rutton  is  about  two  miles  from  Lochan- 
head  Station,  and  open  to  the  public.  There  are 
boats  on  it,  which  strangers  can  have  the  use  ot. 
Lochfoot  village,  close  to  the  loch,  could  also 
afford  modest  accommodation.  The  loch  hole's 
pike  ranging  from  lib.  to  201b.,  perch,  and  trout. 
The  two  former  yield  good  sport-the  trout  are 
shy  The  best  months  are  June  and  July,  ihe 
loch  is  about  a  mile  long,  by  half  a  mile  broad, 
and  the  Auchenfranco  Burn  falls  into  it.  Koute : 
Bv  rail  to  Lochanhead ;  thence  walk  two  miles. 

Loch  Skae.-About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  each 
way,  belonging  to  Mrs.  Maitland  Gordon  ot  Ken- 
mure,  whose  permission  to  fish  is  general  y  given 
for  asking.  The  trout  run  three  to  a  lb.,  and 
from  81b.  to  121b.  is  a  fair  basket.  Best  months : 
April,  May,  and  September.  Best  flies  :  A  small 
black  one.  Wild  scenery.  Route :  Same  as  Loch 
Howie,  which  see.  iriifc 

Loch  Skerrow  is  in  the  parish  of  Girthon ;l 
mile  long  by  one-third  of  a  mile  broad-the 
property  of  Mr.  Murray- Stewart,  of  fally  who 
has  leaded  it  to  an  angling  club,  who  s  tnctly 
preserve  it.  It  contains  pike  and  the  largest  trout 
of  any  loch  in  the  district,  some  as  heavy  as  bib. 
Saving  been  got.  It  is  best  m  May  and  June, 
but  is  at  all  times  a  rather  uncertain  loch  to  fish. 
Green  and  yellow  flies  are  the  most  deadly. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Dromore.  Trams  stop  at  the 
loch  if  the  manager  of  the  Portpatnck  Railway 
receives  due  notice. 

Loch  Sting.-See  Loch  Knocksting. 
Loch  Stroan  is  a  widening  of  the  Dee,  ana 
covers  about  half  a  mile  in  extent,  and  is  five 
miles  from  New  Galloway.  It  contams  pike  and 
from  101b.  to  151b.  is  a  good  day  s  sport.  Apni, 
May,  and  September  are  the  best  months  Open 
to  the  public,  and  hotel  accommodation  a Dahy 
or  New  Galloway.   Route:  Same  as  Loch  Ken, 

which  see.  T  . 

Loch  Trool.— See  Smaller  Lochs. 
Loch  Trostan.-A  loch  in  Dairy  par.sh,  out 
of  wln7h  the  Blackwater  flow8.    It  is  500yds  l.y 
and  belongs  to  Mr.  Oswa  d.  of  Aucbin- 
cruive.   There  are  no  boats  on  it.    It  contains 


one.  ,,  , 

White  Loch— Half  a  mile  by  a  quarter,  m 
the  parish  of  Colvend.  It  is  open  to  tbe  public. 
Contains  perch  and  pike-201b.  a  fair  days 
sport.  Single  fish  of  101b.  to  151b.  have  been 
killed  here.  May,  June,  and  July  are  the  best 
months,  and  lodgings  can  be  had  at  Rockclifle. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Dalbeattie ;  thence  by  bus  to 
Rockcliffe.  .        c  n  i 

Loch  Woodhall  is  in  the  parish  oh  Bal- 
maghie,  two  miles  long,  and  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  broad.  It  contains  pike  (one  ot  14 lb. 
has  been  got  in  it),  perch,  and  trout,  and  1  lib  is 
a'good  day's  work.  It  is  open  to  the  public  but 
there  are  no  boats  on  it.  The  angler  can  put  up 
at  Lauriston,  half  a  mile  off.  Route :  By  rail  to 
New  Galloway ;  thence  walk.  .  1V 

Smaller  Lochs.  -  There  arc  also  in  this 
county  Loch  Areeming,  Lech  Arrcch  Loch  Bar- 
aatton,  Loch  Barnhourie,  Loch  Gaily,  Loch  Craig, 
Loch  Cloak,  Loch  Dornall,  Loch  Erncrogo,  Loch 
Fergus,  Loch  Glentoo,  Loch  Glenamour,  Loch 
Jordieland,  Loch  Laggan,  LUliegloch,  Loch  Loch- 
enkit,  Loch  Lurkie,  Loch  Mar, field  Mu  de  och, 
Loch  Patrick,  Loch  Roan,  Loch  Stranshalloch, 
Loch  Falbeg,  Loch  Trostie,  and  Loch  Troo  (very 
beautiful,  and  .possessing  interesting  historical 
associations).    All  these  lochs  contam  a  few  trout. 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 
[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public  or  can  be  fished 
by  ro.iling  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Port  of  Menteith  is  a  station  on  the  Forth 
and  Clyde  section  of  the  North  British  BdiA 
Near  by  is  the  romantic  Lake  of  Menteith,  about 
five  miles  from  Callander  and  sixteen  from 
Stirling.  The  whole  district  ii  extremely  beauti- 
ful. Visitors  can  fish  the  Lake  of  Menteith,  the 
Goodie,  and  the  Forth.  . 

Rumbling  Bridge,  in  the  Hollar  district  of 
Perthshire,  is  a  railway  station,  near  which  is  the 
Rumbling  Bridge  Hotel,  most  beautifully  situated 
on  the  river  Devon,  which  here  presents  some  of 
the  most  picturesque  scenery  to  be  found  any- 
where The  view  from  the  bridge  above  the  river 
is  splendid.    Visitors  can  fish  the  Devon. 

St  Fillans  is  a  Highland  v  illage,  beautifully 
situated  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Earn  at  its  lower 
end,  where  the  river  Earn  flows  out  of  it  Ihe 
whole  scenery  is  extremely  Lovely .  and  the 
Drummond  Arms  Hotel  most  comfit  able.  Its 
reached  by  daily  coach  rom  One*  Station  of  e 
Caledonian  Railway.  Visitors  can  hsh  part  of  the 
Earn  near  the  loch,  Loch  Earn,  and  Loch 
Boltachan,  and  the  stream  that  flows  out  ot  it. 
(To  be  continued.) 
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THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  DINNER. 
Tun  forty-third  annual  dinner  of  tbe  Piscatorial 
Society,  held  on  Wednesday  evening  in  the 
Venetian  Salon  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  was 
a  most  successful  affair.  Successive  years  have 
added  to  the  fame  of  this  long  established  society, 
and  increased  the  interest  in  its  proceedings.  In  its 
choice  of  officers  the  Piscatorial  Society  is  happy 
indeed,  and  the  members  are  to  be  congratulated 
upon  tin-  M  l.  ction  of  their  chairman  for  Wednes- 
day's banquet.  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  filled  the 
position  with  tact  and  judgment  which  must 
have  earned  the  high  appreciation  of  the  guests 
present.  Over  150  sat  down  to  a  capital  dinner, 
served  with  much  taste  and  skill  by  the  Holborn 
management.  Included  in  the  company  weie  the 
following  :  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Anns,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Atkinson,  Miss  Ambler,  Mr.  C.  J.  Berry,  Mr. 
G.  L.  Berry,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bluhm,  Mr.  C.  C. 


Foreman,  Mrs.  Foreman,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Frohlich, 
Mr.  Frohlich,  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway,  Mr.  W.  G. 
Garratt,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ginsbury,  Mr.  H.  Grover, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  Mr.  H.  Har- 
den, Miss  Hardman,  Mr.  Hardman,  Mrs.  Harden, 
M  r  and  Mrs.  H.  Hardman,  Mr.  H.  Heath,  Miss 
Henderson,  Mr.  B.  Henderson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H. 
Hobson,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hume,  Mr.  M.  Jacobs, 
Mr.  Kelsey,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  H.  Lefevre,  Mr. 
Vaughan  Lloyd,  Dr.  Lough,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  G. 
Marner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Marler,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr. 
Mayes,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFee,  Mr.  W.  E.  Milner, 
Miss  Moss,  Mrs.  Odell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Dowd, 
Mrs.  Pardon,  Dr.  C.  S.  and  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mr. 
Arthur  Price,   Mr.   and    Mrs.    Ratcliff,  Miss 
Raven,  Mr.    Sam  Raven,  Mr.    E.    T.  Sachs, 
Mr.  J.   Sams,  Mr.    and  Mrs.   Scarlett,  Herr 
Carl  Schutz,  Mr.  W.  Senior,  Mr.  Shum,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  J.  Smith,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A.  Spratt, 
Miss    Stallibrass,  Miss  K.  Stallibrass,  Mr.  C. 


CHARLES  S.  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  M.B.,  F.Z.S. 


Blundell,  Mr.  R.  C.  Blundell,  Mr.  A.  E.  Booker 
Mr.  Ernest  Booker,  Miss  Booker,  Miss  Edith 
Booker,  Mrs.  Booker,  Mrs.  E.  Booker,  Mr.  Reg.  E 
Booker.  Mr.  Chas.  Bramley,  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley! 
Mr    Brewer,  Mr   Brougham,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr 

a™  %™+  MT-  and  Mrs-  Buckland,  Mr 
and  Mrs  C  Buckland,  Mr.  E.  Butler,  Mr.  s' 
Butler,  Mr.  C.  Butler,  Mrs.  Butler,  Miss  Butted 
bach,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buttenbach,  Mr  C  H 
Bywaters   Mrs.  Campbell,  Mr.  H.  M.  Campbell; 

r  ?"i  \C^mf{'  Mr-  H-  Capstick,  Miss 
Capstrck,  Mr.  T  Cater,  Mr.  J.  Chisholm,  Mr  R 
Cole,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Colling,  Miss  Comrie,  Mr.  M 
^.  de  Courcy,  Mr.  Cowley,  Mrs.  Crane,  Mr.  T 
Crumplen,  Mr.  Daunton.  Mrs.  J.  Dyer  Mr 
John  Dyer^  Mr.  Edmonds,  Mr.  Geo.  Edwards,' 

m  i"  ™  van,8'  Mr  and  Mrs.  Evans 
Mrs.  Evans,  Mr.  R.  L.  Evans,  Mr.  W  Evans' 
Miss  K.  Fennings,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  S  Fennings' 
M.1S+S  S-  Jennings,  Mr.  Flemings,  Mr.  W  G 
Fletcher,  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  Mr.  and  Mrs  E  K 


Stallibrass,  Mr.  and    Mrs.    W.   Thomas,  Mr 
Iipper,  Miss  Tipper,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Titford,  Mr 
and  Mrs  VicW  Mr.  D.  Vigo,  Mr.  and  Mrs 
b  rank  Ward,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Watts.  Mr.  C  H 
Wheeley,  Mr.  A.  M.  White,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wick- 
mZ    Z  and  Mrs-  J-  W-  Zaehnadorf. 
I  he  Chairman  met  with  a  cordial  reception 
on  rising  to  propose  "The  Queen  and  the  Royal 
/  w  7\*  ■  PassinS  tribute  to  the  high  qualities 
of  Her  Majesty,  which  had  endeared  her  to  the 
hearts  of  all  her  subjects,  was  followed  by  a  brief 
reference  to  the  Prince   of  Wales,  whom  the 
Chairman  described  as  a  "  good  sportsman."  He 
reminded  the    members  of  the^  great  interest 
ilis  Koyal  Highness  was  evincing  in  the  Yachting 
and  Fisheries  Exh.bition  at  the  Imperial  Institute 
In  proposing  "The  Piscatorial  Society,"  the 
Chairman  said  it  was  known  amongit  the 
members  as  "our  noble  selves."    Looking  at  the 

1^  f emg  th,at  ifc  was  the  sixty-first,  he 
did  not  think  he  need  say  much  as  to  the  staying 


powers  of  the  Society.    Their  gracious  Queen  w 
celebrating  ber  Diamond  Jubilee  ;  that  year  w 
the  diamond  jubilee  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
had  been  in  existence  over  sixty  years — (cb 
— all  of  them  prosperous  years,  but  he  vent 
to  think  none  so  prosperous  as  the  one  just  p- 
(Cheers.)    During  that  year  they  had  added  f 
new  members,  and  they  had  certainly  imp 
their  fishery  by  taking  three  miles  of  good 
suitable  for  fly  fishing  ;  but  they  had  added 
another  thing— they   had  increased  their 
sperity  by  entering  on  new  premises.  The 
bers  of  the  Society  had  hoped  to  have  been 
to  show  their  guests  that   evening  their 
museum— (cheers)— and   he   was   glad  to 
form    those    who    had    not    yet  seen 
that  they  would  be  afforded  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so  at  the  conclusion  of  the  dinner,  j 
few  days  ago  they  had  an  honour  conferred  upor 
them  when  Mr.  Marston  and  Mr.  Senior,  twe 
gentlemen  well  known  to  them  all,  had  requested 
the  society  to  allow  certain  specimens  to  appeal 
at  the  forthcoming  exhibition  at  the  Imperial 
Institute.    In  the  Piscatorial  Society  they  had  an 
old  society,  a  good  society,  and  a  prosperons 
society— (cheers)— which  would  go  on,  he  felt  sure 
to  even  better  things.  (Applause.) 

Mr.   H.  H.  Brown  proposed  the  "Press" 
Punch,  he  said,  asked  some  little  time  ago 
"Was   life   worth    living?"     A    bilious  con' 
tributor  replied  that  it  depended  a  good  deal  on  the 
liver.    But  their  life,  to  a  great  extent,  depended 
upon  the  Press.    At  breakfast  they  got  their 
morning  paper,  and  directly  after  breakfast  their 
evening  paper.  (Laughter.)  He  asked  what  would 
the  members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  do  without 
their   Fishing   Gazette,   the  only  Gazette  they 
cared  to  see  their  names  in  ?    They  were  not  only, 
indebted  to  the  angling  papers,  for  all  newspapers 
nowadays  gave  angling  reports.    It  would  be  idle 
to  define  and  describe  the  Press ;  that  had  been 
already  done  in  the  catechism  as  the  "  printer's  " 
devil  and  all  his  works.    But,  joking  aside  he 
asked  them  to  drink  to  the  freest,  the  purest,  'and 
undoubtedly  the  grandest  Press  in  the  world 
(Applause.)    The  immense  power  for  good  which 
lay  in  the  hands  of  the  Press  was  evidenced  when 
a  noble  prince  suggested  a  noble  scheme  to  com- 
memorate  the  noblest  reign  this  country  had  ever 
known,  by  the  manner  in  which  the  Prets  took 
the  matter  up,  and  secured  for  it  so  much  support 
But  to-night  they  were  favoured  by  the  presence 
ot  the  two  chief  representatives  of  the  Angling 
Press— viz.,  the  angling  editor  of  the  Field  and  the 
editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  ;  therefore,  he  would 
b  T»up,rn       6  8entlemen>  Messrs.  W.  Senior  and 
K.  B.  Marston  to  reply  for  the  Press.    With  the 
toast  he  coupled  the  names  of  Mr.  Marston  and 
Mr.  Senior. 

In  responding,  Mr.  Senior  remarked  that  he 
bad  so  often  responded  to  the  same  toast,  that  he 
believed  there  was  nothing  left  for  him  to  say. 
1  hey  had  to  run  their  business  in  the  best  way 
they  could,  and  use  all  manner  of  lures  to  deceive 
and  bamboozle  the  public.  (Laughter.)  Speaking 
tor  the  sporting  press,  he  could  only  say  of  the 
little  paper  he  represented  so  unworthily,  that  they 
did  their  best  to  treat  of  angling  in  a  manner  that 
would  raise  the  sport  to  the  highest.    The  Pis 
catorial  Society  was  a  great  society,  it  had  a  grand 
museum  it  had  fine  fishing  waters,  and  papers 
were  read  by  its  members,  not  only  on  things  thev 
knew  about,  but  on  things  which  they  did  not 
know.     He  found  from  the  annual  report,  for 
example,  that  Mr.  Booker  read  a  paper  on  "How 
to  be  a  Salmon  Fly,"  and  intended  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  paper,  and  endeavour  to  learn  some- 
tiling  of  this  novel  process.     (Laughter.)  The 
society  was  one  to  which  he  was  proud  to  belong, 
and  Mr.  Booker  was  a  friend  after  his  own  heart 
but  if  he  would  lend  him  the  paper  he  felt  assured 
he  would  learn  something  he  had  never  heard  of 
Jr°reW(La,ughter  )  In  conclusion,  he  would  only 
thank  Mr.  Brown  on  behalf  of  the  Press,  especially 
on  behalf  of  the  Field,  which  he  had  the  Wr 
to  represent. 

It  was  getting  on  for  nearly  twenty  years  said 

to^t^^T(^p8mCe,he  first  '^pondeS  to  the 
toast  of  the  Press  "  at  the  Piscatorial  Society. 
He  was  very  much  pleased  with  the  remarks  of 
the  chairman  especially  when  he  suggested  that 
the  speeches  should  be  short,  but  theTe  wc*  one 
o  two  matters  he  would  like  briefly  to  call  their 
attention.  On  behalf  of  the  angling  press  and 
the  press  generally  he  thanked  them  heartily 
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for  their  cordial  reception  of  the  toast.  They  all 
regretted  the  loss  of  old  faces ;  they  would  all  miss 
that  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon,  who  had  passed 
away  since  the  society  held  its  last  annual  dinner. 
Both  the  angling  press  and  the  angling  world 
felt  his  loss.  Last  year  he  (Mr.  Marston)  offered 
a  silver  cup,  to  be  competed  for  by  the  ladies 
interested  and  connected  with  the  society.  He 
was  sorry  that  so  far  his  offer  bad  not  been 
accepted,  but  he  would  leave  the.  matter  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee  to  arrange  a  competiton 
in  the  coming  year.  Then  if  he  should  find  the 
cup  had  not  been  accepted  he  would  substitute 
£5  -")S.  worth  of  angling  books  as  an  addition  to 
their  library.  (Cheers.)  The  Chairman  had 
referred  briefly  to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Senior  and 
himself  had  asked  the  support  of  the  society  to 
the  Fishing  and  Yachting  Exhibition  at  the 
Imperial  Institute.  They  had  been  requested  to 
ask  the  Piscatorial  Society,  and  angling  societies 
generally,  to  lend  their  aid  to  that  exhibition. 
They  did  not  ask  them  to  denude  the  walls  of 
their  beautiful  club-room,  they  wanted  represen- 
tative specimen  fisb  for  the  exhibition  to  make 
it  as  interesting  as  possible.  (Applause.) 

"  The  Ladies  "  and  "  The  Visitors  "  were  the 
succeeding  toasts  placed  for  proposal  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  E.  Foreman,  who  said  he  always  looked 
forward  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  proposing 
the  toast  of  "  Tbe  Ladies "  at  the  Piscatorial 
Society's  dinners.  They  knew  that  for  many 
years  it  had  been  the  wish  of  the  members  that 
the  ladies  should  be  present  at  those  dinners.  He 
was  proud  to  see  so  lovely  an  assemblage. 
(Cheers.)  The  Piscatorial  Society  had  been  an 
undertaking — a  very  great  undertaking  for  many 
years,  and  it  had  been  a  successful  one  ; 
but  since  they  had  been  honoured  by  the  pre- 
sence of  the  ladies  it  had  been  a  great  deal  more 
successful.  (Cheers.) 

Mr.  A.  M.  White  returned  thanks  for  the 
ladies. 

Dr.  J.  J.  Lough  replied  for  "  The  Visitors."' 
He  said  that  a  good  dinner  speech  consisted  of  a 
hyperbole,  a  story,  and  an  application.  As  be 
had  forgotten  the  hyperbole,  and  could  not 
remember  an  application,  he  would  tell  them  an 
anecdote,  the  application  of  which  was  that  they 
had  called  the  wrong  man. 

Mr.  R.  S.  Fennings  asked  the  company  to 
drink  to  the  health  of  the  Chairman,  who,  he 
remarked,  was  not  only  a  good  all-round  angler 
but  a  man  of  science,  occupying  a  very  important 
position  in  the  Society. 

The  Chairman,  following  his  own  example 
and  that  of  previous  speakers,  briefly  replied 
He  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Vice-Chairman  "  (Mr. 
W.  T.  Galloway),  their  hon.  secretary,  one  of 
the  hardest  working  man  in  the  society.  (Cheers  ) 
When  he  said  that,  he  said  a  great  deal,  but  he  was 
going  to  say  a  great  deal  more  as  to  his  qualities 
He  was  not  only  the  hardest  working  man  in  the 
society,  but  a  man  who  could  keep  the  members 
in  thorough  good  humour.  He  bad  known  the 
Piscatorial  Society  for  a  great  many  years,  and  he 
had  never  known  the  members  to  be  unanimous 
of  course,  most  societies  were  the  same  in  that 
respect,  but  Mr.  Galloway  always  smoothed  them 
all  down,  and,  the  speaker  had  invariably  found, 
got  his  own  way  in  the  end.  (Laughter  and 
cheers.) 

Mr.  Galloway  said  they  had  many  hard 
working  members  of  the  society,  and  instanced 
the  tasteful  menu  which  had  been  furnished  by 
Mr.  Zaehnsdorf.  He  regretted  their  tables  bad 
not  been  supplied  with  a  salmon  from  Ringwood 
he  supposed,  although  the  fishing  members  had 
worked  hard,  they  had  been  unsuccessful.  He 
concluded  by  stating  that  anything  he  could  do 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  society  afforded 
him  the  greatest  pleasure. 

The  concluding  toast,  that  of  "Absent  Friends, 
was  given  by  the  Chairman,  who  said  that  this 
toast  was  one  which  was  always  honoured  at  the 
society's  meetings,  therefore  he  ventured  to 
include  it  at  the  annual  ,dinner.  Many  member: 
were  absent,  some  from  illness  others  from 
previous  engagements  ;  while  some  of  their  most 
respected  anglers  were  separated  by  miles  of  lane1 
and  water,  chief  of  whom  he  might  mention  Mr 
Thoma^  Ransome  Sachs,  of  Deal,  and  Dr.  Head 
of  Bulawayo. 
-  The  proceedings  were  interspersed  with  admir 
able  vocal,  musical,  and  ventriloquial  selections 
given  by  the  following  artistes :  Miss  Florence 


Daly.  Miss  Rosa  Bud,  Mr.  Herbert  Grover,  Mr. 
H.  Kendal  Ward,  Mr.  Charles  Tree,  Mr.  Fred 
Russell,  Mr.  Arthur  Faber,  Mr.  H.  Tipper,  and 
Heir  Carl  Schutz.  The  accompanist  was  Mr. 
A.  Collings. 

The  singing  of  "  Old  Lang  Syne "  and  the 
National  Anthem  brought  to  a  conclusion  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. 


THAMES  RIVER  KEEPERS'  DINNER. 


The  great  success  which  attended  this  annual 
'union  of  Friday  evening  last  made  the  occasion 
one  of  a  record  character,  and  the  presence  of 
twenty-eight  Thames  River  Keepers  evidenced  the 
working  strength  and  value  of  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society.  The  dinner  took  place  at 
the  Mitre  Hotel.  Hampton  Court,  under  the 
presidency  of  Alderman  Alfred  Nuthall,  and 
amongst  the  visitors  there,  were  Mr.  C.  E.  Nuthall, 
J.P.,  Mr.  M.  Davenport,  C.C.,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall, 
un.,  Mr.  Fred  Berry,  Mr.  Arthur  Price,  Mr.  C.  H. 
Briand,  Mr.  T.  J.  Miller,  Mr.  J.  B.  W.  Watson, 
Mr.  W.  J.  Gomm,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Grimmett,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.  Newberry, 
Mr.  James  Clapp,  Mr.  E.  Lock,  Mr.  A.  E. 
Armstrong,  Mr.  J.  G.  Shepherd,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham  (sec),  &c,  &c.  After  the  chairman 
had  given  the  loyal  toast  be  stated  there  was  no 
intention  of  having  a  special  list  of  toasts  and 
there  would  be  no  speeches.  At  this  point  there 
was  the  usual  distribution  to  each  of  the  twenty- 
eight  River  Keepers,  of  a  canister  of  tobacco 
from  tbe  chairman,  and  handsome  briar  pipes 
from    the    Editor    of    the    Fishing  Gazette, 


Heah  River  Keeper  W.  Doi  glas. 


accompanied  with  a  packet  of  tea  out  of 
the  dinner  fund.  The  evening  was  chiefly 
devoted  to  sinking  and  music  for  which  the 
vocalists  Mr.  J.  L.  Woods,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Thomason  had  been  specially  engaged,  and  Mr. 
H.  Wharton  Wells,  the  eminent  pianist  as  accom- 
panist. In  addition,  Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall,  jun. 
gave  some  capital  character  songs,  and^  some 
excellent  songs  were  rendered  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Gomm, 
Mr.  C.  E.  Nuthall,  Mr.  Newberry,  Mr.  Charles 
Hone,  and  others  of  the  company.  Several  toasts 
however  interspersed  the  songs  the  first  one  being 
that  of  the  "Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society"  by  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  who  spoke 
loudly  in  praise  of  the  work  it  had  done  for  the 
anglers,  and  for  the  energy  displayed  by  the 
president  and  secretary  in  their  respective  offices. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham  in  his  reply  expressed  regret 
through  indisposition  of  having  to  leave  them  at 
an  early  hour  and  thanked  Mr.  Matthews  for  his 
complimentary  remarks,  and  was  much  gratified 
that  evening  in  regarding  him  as  a  new  member  of 
the  Society.  Mr  Brougham  on  retiring  was 
greeted  with  musical  honours.  A  very  enjoyable 
evening  was  spent. 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nansen  and  Sir  George  and  Lady 
Baden-Powell  visited  the  St.  Georges  Gallery.  U, 
Grafton-street,  to  inspect  the  exhibition  of  Dr. 
Nansen's  sketches  and  drawings  made  during  his 
great  expedition.  Dr.  Nansen  was  very  pleased  to 
see  again  his  kayak,  snow  shoes,  and  clothes,  in 
which  he  made  his  fifteen  months'  remarkable  and 
perilous  raid  on  the  Arctic  regions. 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  Sc. 

g&T  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks. — The  river 
by  the  end  of  week  cannot  fail  to  be  in  good  order  for  all- 
round  fishing,  providing  the  weather  maintains  its  present 
standard.  It  would  not  take  much  to  upset  it  aga;n,  as 
the  ground  anil  the  ditches  are  both  full  of  water.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  week  the  weirs  were  still  all  opeu.  and 
up  to  the  present  there  are  very  few  reports  of  angling, 
and  it  is  hoped,  with  so  large  a  body  of  Thames  river 
keepers,  every  care  has  been  taken  to  prevent  the  loss  of 
fish  by  the  flood  carrying  them  away  from  the  boundary  of 
the  river.  I  cannot  help  referring  to  the  presence  (if  so 
large  a  body  of  good  working  men  that  represented  the 
s'rength  (f  kefpers  acting  under  the  Thames  Angling 
Preservation  Society  and  the  Thames  Conservancy,  all 
united  together  in  the  protection  of  the  grand  old  river 
below  the  ci'y  stone  at  Staines,  and  I  should  not  be 
wrong  in  asserting  that  that  portion  of  the  Thames 
was  never  in  a  better  state  of  preservation  and 
better  stocked  with  fish  The  society  ought  to  be 
better  supported  than  it  is ;  but  from  my  lengthened 
experience  of  the  work,  the  society  has  frequently  been  in 
thfl  greatest  difficulties  as  regards  its  financial  condition, 
and  at  the  present  time,  from  the  work  of  netting  and  re- 
stocking, its  resources  have  been  greatly  weakened.  The 
recent  netting  of  the  Barnes  Reservoir,  in  addition  to  the 
kind  help  of  th9  Thames  conservators  in  the  use  of  their 
steam  launches,  will  be  very  little  short  of  £12  ;  and  this 
is  only  one  item  in  those  expens3s  during  the  last  year— 
what  has  been  described  as  a  record  year  in  the  history  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. — B. 

 (Datchet). — River  settling  down  to  something  like 

order.  Mr.  Whitmy  caught  a  few  fine  roach  and  perch. 
I  wen1;  out  this  afternoon  and  caught  four  dozen  perch, 
some  fine  ones,  half  the  number  I  returned.  A  party  in  a 
punt  opposite  caught  a  few  roach  and  perch,  and  one  jack 
41b. — G.  Lumsden. 

  (Datchet). — The  water  is  in  splendid  condition 

for  all-round  fishing,  and  the  fish  are  feeding  well.  Taken 
over  601b.  of  chub,  perch,  and  roach  in  t.vo  days.— .1. 

Keene. 

 (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbonmc.  writing 

at  the  beginning  of  the  week,  says:  "The  water  is  now 
falling  fast,  and  if  we  cm  get  a  few  fine  days  and  the  weiis 
shut  in,  the  water  will  be  getting  in  good  order  for  all 
fishing.  One  of  the  bank  anglers  has  already  had  a  tike 
of  fine  chub,  the  largest  weighing  Sib.  Some  of  the  bank 
anglers  have  made  good  shows  of  fine  roach,  and  some  good 
perch  have  beentiken  in  some  of  the  private  boats."— B. 

  (Hampton).— James  Layshaw,  jun.,  one  day, 

landed  three  jack,  the  largest  weighed  01b.,  and  the  other 
two  were  letiirned. — B. 

  (Henley).— Some  good  tub.   have  been  taken 

during  the  last  few  days.  Feb.  18,  a  patron,  with  W. 
Vaughan,  had  some  good  pike.  On  the  14th  three  London 
anglers  had  good  bags  of  roach,  viz.,  131b.,  161b.,  and 
10lb. ;  Mr.  Peaica,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Messenger,  one  pike,  91b.  j 
Mr.  Mead,  fishing  with  (i.  Vaughan,  five  pike  (le,t  fish 
Gib);  Mr.  Clements,  two;  Mr.  Singleton,  with  Arlett, 
two;  Mr.  Bates,  a  nice  bag  containing  three  dozen  porch 
(best  weighing  lib.  1  kz.).  On  the  15th,  Dr.  Jcston,  with 
James,  three  pike.  On  the  10th,  Mr.  Schmidt,  one  pike. 
101b.  Seveial  pike  were  taken  by  a  lcc.il  angler,  best 
9£lb.  ;  while  another  angler,  fishing  at  Shiplake,  ir.ale  a 
mixed  bag  containing  the  following:  C.irp.  IJlb.  ;  tench, 
ljlb.,  with  a  number  of  other  fish— J.  W.  Read. 

  (Kingston).— X.  Bolton  has  been  getting  tome 

roach  and  perch.  J.  Knight,  with  Mr.  llowse,  Mr. 
Kempster,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  have  creeled  twenty  three 
dozen  of  rOBch,  dace,  and  perch.  Mr.  Kemps' er,  in  half 
a  day,  got  three  dozen  if  roach  and  daoe.  The  bank 
anglers  have  been  gttting  some  fine  perch  and  bream. 

  (Lechlade,  &c).  —The  recent  high  Hoods  pal  a 

stop  to  what  little  angling  there  was,  which  was  chielly 
pike  fishing,  a  few  fine  fish  being  taken  on  I'aternoster. 
I  hear  that  some  fine  Thames  trout  have  been  seen  near 
the  mouth  of  the  tributaries,  the  Coin  and  Leach.  A  good 
Thames  trouting  season,  which  opens  on  April  I,  is  hope- 
fully looked  forward  to.—  Rambler. 

  (Marlow).— Proipecfca  A  I. — 0.  L.  Matthews, 

  (Monkey  Island).— Water  going  otT  very  last, 

and  very  fair  colour  for  all-round  fishing.  As  soon  as  the 
water  gets  to  its  proper  level  there  should  be  some  go.ul 
takes.  A  few  lish  have  been  (alien  by  hank  anglers— one 
had  twelve  good  barbel,  in  an  eddy,  on  the  grass;  aho  some 
very  fair  roach,  legering  with  worm.  Some  good  porch 
have  been  taken  in  the  same  way.  One  gentleman  out  on 
Feb.  14,  with  punt,  had  B  jack  of  41b.,  and  half  a  do/en 
good  roach,  aho  a  Quantity  of  »mal]  ones.  With  no  more 
rain  tho  water  should  be  perfection  by  the  end  of  the  week. 
—Robert  I'm  mmkk,  sen. 

  (Pang-bourne  and  District). — The  water  u 

fining  down  nicely,  and  by  Sunday  it  should  bo  in  the 
pink  of  condition.  Hank  anglers  all  along  the  river,  from 
Heading  to  I 'iingbourne,  have  been  getting  good  sport, 
eipeeiailv  among  the  roach.  One  local  ang'er  got  Home 
very  fine  perch,  having  loveral  over  lib.  I  was  out  thii 
aftei  noon,  and  t<  ok  two  jack— one,  41b.  7oz.,  and  one  jiiHt 
under  91b. 'Mb.  L'icz  ).  Jack  aie  feeding  very  well  ;  also 
tho  roach.  I  may  say  my  jack  were  taken  at  Maple- 
durham.    Weather  very  fine,  and  frosty  nights  -  (..  II.  S. 

  (Sunbury).— II ■  Berber!  has  been  getting  some 

fine  roach  and  jerch,  and  Mr.  Izaak,  in  two  days,  about 
20lb.  weight  of  perch.— B. 
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Thames  (Teddinffton).— Mr.  A.  Ilarinan,  one  <lay, 
•light  dozen  of  dace,  mid  another  day  ton  porch  and  seven 
dozen  of  dace  The  fishermen  are  busy  with  tlm  lam- 
poms.  Tho  hank  an^l  '  have  boon  getting  Home  roach, 
daee,  perch,  ami  bream. — H. 

  (Twickenham). — .1.  Spong,  one  day  with  Mr. 

Islip,  11)11).  of  roacli  and  daee  and  two  bream.  J.  Frost 
in  two  and  a  half  day,  seven  bream  and  three  dozen  o: 
roach  and  duce  ;  andCCoxen,  one  day  with  Mr.  Morgan 
101b.  of  roach  and  dace  and  three  bream. — B. 

  (Windsor  District).—  My  the  20th  inst.  wafer 

hero  will  he  perfect  if  nohoavy  rain,  and  big  bags  of  chub, 
jack:,  and  loach  should  ho  had.  1  tried  the  jaok  a  few 
minutes  yesterday,  though  water  coloured  had  one  small 
fish.  Somo  good  roach  and  perch  have  been  taken.  One 
youngster  brought  me  in  a  perch  of  lib.  fioz.,  being  only 
thirteen  yoars  of  ago  lie  naturally  looked  upon  it  as  a 
great  prize.  Spinning  for  jack  now  should  be  vtry 
enjoyable;  but  bright  baits  should  be  used,  such  as  sprat 
or  dace.  Small  ecekspur  worms  or  nrust  of  bread  should 
fetch  tho  roach,  and  pith  and  brains,  or,  failing  this, 
cheese  should  see nre  lioavy  baskets  of  chub. — B.  |{.  Bam- 
HltllxiE. 

Aberystwyth.— Trout  fishing  has  opened  well  in  our 
local  streams.  Messrs.  Phillips  (Unicorn),  Rowley,  and 
Eopton  have  had  good  baskets,  all  with  worm.  Weather 
has  improved,  and  fly  fishers  may  hope  to  begin  with 
success.  To-day  (Tuesday)  I  made  it  my  hobby  to  catch 
specimens  of  natural  flies  on  the  wing,  and  among  those 
captured  found  early  Blue  Dun  and  March  Rrown.  I  saw 
thioe  salmon  taken  from  the  Teify. — Howard  Smith. 

Arun  (Pulborough).— Only  four  anglers  visited  here 
last  week,  who  found  tho  river  very  full  and  thick  after 
the  recent  flood.  Of  the  four  Air.  Scalfeld,  of  the  Silver 
Trout  A.S.,  had  "all  the  sport,"  taking  carp,  6£lb.j 
bream,  -lib.  ;  perch,  ^lb.  ;  and  a  roach  of  15oz.    The  water 


y»w»|   "w.  ,  I'o'i'")  4*w.  ,  a  ilia  a  iyai.il  ui  wua,      X lie  water 

is  rapidly  sinking,  and,  given  fine  weather,  the  river 
should  be  in  fair  order  by  the  21st  inst.  —  W.  G. 
Holman. 

Avon  (Ringwood).— Owing  to  the  floods  the  river 
here  has  been  practically  uufishable  since  the  opening  of 
the  salmon  fishing  season,  but  on  Monday  last,  the  water 
having  greatly  subsided,  several  anglers  were  out,  and  Mr. 
(i.  L.  I'olden,  of  this  town,  captured  a  splendid  fresh  run 
tish  of  241b.  :  whilst  later  in  the  day  Mr.  Townsend,  of 
Mudeford,  landed  a  tish  of  221b.  Should  a  continuance  of 
tine  weather  prevail  there  should  be  some  good  sport,  as 
the  mildness  of  the  winter  doubtless  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  the  fish  up  earlier  than  usual.— Piscatorial. 

Bnre,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District). — I  am  glad 
to  be  able  now  to  report  that  the  river  has  at  length  fallen 
to  a  fishable  height,  and  although  the  colour  is  not  quite 
what  it  might  be,  it  lias  cleared  remarkably  quick,  and 
should  now  afford  decent  sport  to  roach  anglers  I  cannot 
speak  with  certainty  as  to  pike,  having  had  no  intelligence 
of  anyone  yet  having  resumed  pike  fishing  on  the  river, 
and  it  is  drawing  very  near  now  to  the  end  (or  what  ought 
to  be  the  end)  of  the  pike  season.  Roach  were  feeding  very 
well  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  now  that  the  water  is°quiet 
from  traffic,  baskets  of  decent  sized  fish  may  be  made 
almost  anywhere  near  the  village,  given  a  little  judicious 
ground-baiting,  although  very  heavy  roach  cannot  be 
reckoned  on  at  this  time  of  year  near  Wroxham,  the  upper 
waters  being  best  for  specimen  fish  at  this  season.  Weather 
milder,  with  S.W.  wind,  dull.  Prospects  of  sport 
improving. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— By  the  chairman's 
castirg  vote  the  conservators  have  decided  not  to  place  an 
extra  watcher  on  the  river  in  the  moorland  district,  where 
it  is  alleged  so  much  poaching  goes  on.  The  board  have 
also  declined  to  nominate  three  members  on  the  Angling 
Association,  which  is  doing  capital  work  towards  im- 
proving the  fishing  in  the  lower  waters.  An  innovation 
this  season  will  be  the  issue  of  daily  salmon  licenses  at  2s 
whilst  the  daily  trout  licenses  have  been  reduced  from  2s' 
to  Is.  These  concessions  should  result  in  many  tourists 
trying  the  Dart,  which  the  conservators  hope  to  increase 
in  value  as  a  salmon  river.  The  season  whicli  commences 
on  Maich  1  promises  to  bean  excellent  one.— Devonian 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  river  has  been 
thick  and  swollen  for  weeks  past,  and  fishing  quite  in 
abeyance,  and  since  the  water  fined  down  we  have  had  a 
lot  of  snow. — H. 

Devonshire  Streams.-The  rivers  have  been  in  full 
Hood,  but  the  v  eather  has  now  changed,  and  trout  and 
salmon  fishing  will,  as  a  result  of  the  spates,  be  successful 
when  the  strea  ms  resume  thei  r  normal  condit  ion  R  eports 
from  most  of  the  rivers  tend  to  show  that  fish  are  abun- 
dant,  and  that  the  season  of  1897  will  be  a  good  one  — 
Devonian.    .  s 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— 
During  December  last,  and  since,  we  have  had  a  succession 
of  heavy  rains,  and  the  flood  waters  has  enabled  a  lot  of 
salmon  to  reach  the  upper  waters.  The  poaching 
fraternity  did  a  certain  amount  cf  snatching  at  the  weirs 
but  owing  to  the  state  of  the  water  their  depredations 
were  somewhat  limited.  The  salmon  (rod)  season  opened 
on  the  2nd  of  this  month,  and  the  trout  season  opens  on 
March  1 ,  and  from  what  we  hear  the  prospects  are  good  — 
ii. 

Exe  and  Barle.— These  streams  are  now  in  perfect 
condition,  and  trout  are  on  the  feed.  A  resident  bagged 
Uenty-seven  fish  which  included  three  grayling*  on 
Wednesday  the  1,  th.  The  flies  taking  are  Februiryfked, 
Blue  Upright  Herons  Blue,  and  Half  Stone.  No  visitors 
hive  been  on  the  water  as  vet.— Blue  Upright 

Ten  District  (South  Lincolnshire).  -  Better 
weather  has  been  experienced  since  last  writing,  but  what 
with  swollen  watercourses,  and  streams  laden  with  snow 
broth  there  has  not  been  much  chance  for  the  angler  as 
yet  By  the  end  of  the  week,  however,  we  may  expect 
to  hear  of  something,  as  the  mild  air  and  aar  s'aine  will  so 
improve  conditions  as  to  make  angling  possible.  Roach 


may  lie  again  on  the  move,  and  not  unlikely  some  decent 
pike  will  be  landed. — LlMPET, 


iko  will  be  landed.  -hlMPKT. 

Great  Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Water  in  splendid 
condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing.  Pike,  71b.  ;  and  roach, 
15oz.,  lib.  loz.,  lib.  7^oz.,  and  one,  lib.  134oz.  weighed-in 
to-day.  Had  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  accepted  my 
invite  last  Thursday  to  fish  our  usual  roacliing  match  on 
the  18th  it  would,  to  all  appearances,  have  been  one  of  the 
most  successful  we  have  ever  had.  —  Kuward  Collin- 
son. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  waters  of  the  Idle  have 
pretty  well  subsided,  but  there  is  a  good  deal  of  water  out 
in  the  lower  district,  particularly  in  the  Trent  valley  and 
about  Gainsborough.  Only  few  anglers  have  been  out  as 
yet,  though  the  weather  has  become  quite  tempting. 
Roach  are  said  to  be  again  tempted  with  cockspurs,  and  in 
the  Worksop  there  have  been  one  or  two  decent  takes. 
The  best  I  have  heard  of  was  about  101b.,  taken  from  a 
backwater,  with  maggots.  The  trout  season  began  in 
frost  and  snow  ;  but  as  yet  I  hear  nothing  of  results  from 
this  quarter. — L. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade). — Tho  river  is  getting  into 
grand  order  again,  and  some  good  tish  should  be  had 
shortly.  Takes  have  been  small  among  the  roach  during 
tho  last  week ;  only  two  anglers  succeeded  in  taking  a  few, 
but  none  over  lib.  LaBt  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  a  littlo 
sport  was  bad  live  baiting  for  jack,  about  half  a  dozen 
ranging  from  31b.  to  Gib. ,  being  secured. —  Kingfisher. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). —Both  of  these 
streams  have  now  cleared  and  they  are  in  order  for  fly  or 
bottom  fishing.  Grayling  fishing  may  be  said  to  be  at  an 
end,  and  sport  will  be  slow  until  the  2nd  of  March, 
when  trout  fishing  should  be  good.  The  Pinsley  is  in 
good  order. — Gwvnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 
Rivers  are  now  running  in  fair  order,  although  still  on  the 
big  side,  and,  from  appearance,  judge  some  grayling  may 
be  taken  with  fly,  using  February  Red,  Red  Palmer, 
Willow,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Tag,  and  Mid  Blue.  Weather 
fine  yet  rather  variable,  some  days  mild  and  springlike 
—R.T.Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— With  the  cessation  of  the 
heavy  rains,  and  the  disappearance  of  the  ice  and  snow, 
the  accumulation  of  water  all  along  the  Nene  valley  has 
considerably  diminished  since  last  week,  but  prospects  at 
present  are  far  from  rosy  for  the  angler.  Thanks  to  the 
tremendous  current  in  the  river,  the  water  has  been  carried 
off  at  such  a  rapid  rate  that  even  at  a  time  when  matters 
looked  extremely  serious  for  even  a  worse  outlook  than  in 
many  past  floods,  this  has  been  fortunately  averted,  and 
now  promise  of  better  times  once  more  seems  in  store  fai- 
ths near  future ;  but  with  all  the  fluctuations  of  the 
weather,  even  now  dull  leaden  skies  are  in  the  ascendant. 
Naturally,  under  the  recent  circumstances,  the  water  is 
very  thick  and  muddy. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (BudleighSalterton).— At  the  timeof  writing, 
Feb.  1/,  the  river  is  in  perfect  order  for  fly.  There  is, 
however,  a  little  east  in  the  wind,  which  is  not  favourable 
for  sport.  Several  private  waters  opened  fishing  on 
Monday,  Feb.  15.  Best  flies  are  Blue  Uptight,  February 
Red,  Middle  Blue,  and  Siher  and  Black.— Heron. 

Ouse  (Brandon,  Norfolk).— Several  good  pike  have 
been  taken  here  during  the  last  few  days.  Now  that  the 
floods  have  gone  down  there  is  every  prospect  of  good 
sport.  Rcaoh  and  dace  are  also  feeding  well.  Baits, 
boats,  and  good  accommodation  at  the  Ram  Hotel  —I 
Rolph. 

Ouse  (Denver).— The  flood  waters  are  gradually 
subsiding,  and  angling  can  shortly  be  resumed  with  every 
prospect  of  sport.— Water  Wagtail. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).—  The  water  is  in  perfect 
condition  for  jack,  which  are  feeding  well.  A  good  bag  of 
fine  bream  and  perch  were  taken  last  Saturday  — W 
Ducker. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— Water  now  in  grand  con- 
dition, and  fish  are  feeding  well.  Some  nice  jack  were 
taken  to-day,  Wednesday,  and  they  are  in  fine  condition  • 
the  perch  also  are  being  caught.— A.  Scard 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Water  getting  in  better  con- 
dition every  hour.  Anglers  generally,  and  pike  fishermen 
in  particular,  have  been  busy  since  Monday ;  and  in  the 
backwaters  the  pike  have  been  busy  too  ;  as  many  as  ten 
beingtakenby  two  anglers  in  a  few  hours;  and  seven  by 
another.  Prospects  for  the  first  time  in  181)7  are  looking 
very  rosy. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  is  now  in  splendid 
condition  and  sport  may,  I  think,  be  confidently 
depended  upon.  On  Feb.  14  a  gentleman  was  out  about 
two  hours  and  got  five  nice  jack,  losing  several  others,  the 
two  largest  of  which  must,  he  thinks,  have  been  big  fish 
as  they  snapped  his  gimp  in  two  like  cotton.  Live  bait 
are  difficult  to  obtain  here. — Wm.  Nash 

Severn  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
i-?-  '•T.  ,hesi'  nvers  are  aSain  getting  into  good  con- 
dition after  the  recent  floods,  and  with  tho  weather  very 
mild  and  springlike,  angling  is  again  eagerly  pursued,  and 
some  very  good  sport  has  been  obtained  during  the  past 
week.  In  the  Severn  several  good  pike  have  been  taken 
below  Llandrinio,  and  good  baskets  of  coarse  fish.  In  the 
V  yrnwy  and  lower  Tanat  a  few  grayling  have  been  taken 
but  they  are  getting  out  of  condition,  and  the  season  wil 
soon  be  over.  The  best  baskets  of  coarse  fish  taken  in 
these  waters  consists  of  perch  and  roach,  both  of  which 
kinds  are  plentiful,  and  afford  good  sport  to  those  fond  of 
bott  Dm  fishing. — Vyrnwy. 

.  Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.- A  marke  1 
improvement  in  the  weather,  and  the  floods  subsiding  on 
Arun  and  Ouse.  The  canal  at  Chichester  has  recovered 
trom  the  sewage  overflow,  and  is  now  in  excellent  order. 
A  perch  of  -lib  was  taken  on  Saturday,  near  Pennington, 
with  spoon.    The  41b.  fish  taken  recently  was  from  the 

Swell11  thS  ^8Hree  bwiia-  Ro-Kharefe^dng 
Fairlj  well.    Later  advices  from  the  Arun  and  Ouse  state 


that  water  has  fast  run  off,  and  that  angling  is  possible 
within  a  few  days. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Waters  going  back.  Few 
small  catches  are  being  had. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  front 
season  will  not  open  until  March  1,  this  year,  in  place  of 
on  Feb.  2,  as  heretofore.  The  Board  of  Conservator* 
have  also  wisely  decided  to  discontinue  the  granting  of 
licenses  for  night  lines,  and  are  raising  the  pries  of  trout 
licenses  from  Is.  to  2s.  fid.  So  we  may  look  for  better 
times— more  fish  and  more  sport. — II. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  has  now  gone  down,  and 
in  good  order.  Anglers  are  getting  ready  for  trouting,  which 
opens  on  March  2.  Salmon  have  been  seen  goiog  down 
the  river  after  spawning.  They  are  later  this  season  tlian 
usual  owing  no  doubt  to  the  very  dry  autumn.  The  Ony 
Corve,  Clun,  and  Ledwycke,  have  all  cleared,  and  are  in 
order  for  fishing. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  river  has  gone  down  and 
cleared,  and  is  now  running  in  fair  order.  Grayling  have 
been  quiet. — Wori  ester. 

Tor  ridge  (Torrington).— The  river  is  now 
in  order  for  the  fly.    There  will  be  an  abundance  of  water 
for  along  time  if  no  more  rain..  We  are  getting  spleiidil 
weather. — Practical  Angler. 

Trent.  With  the  subsidence  of  the  late  great  flood 
the  Trent  has  run  into  good  order  for  worm  fishing,  and* 
after  their  few  weeks  of  enforced  idleness,  anglers  have 
been  eager.  Roach,  dace,  bream,  and  chub  have  been 
taken  from  all  the  waters,  as  many  as  ninety  dace  falling 
to  om  rod  on  Tuesday,  from  the  mill  dam.  "  Pike  fishing 
closed  in  the  subscription  waters  on  Monday,  and  never 
has  there  been  a  greater  failure  than  the  last  two  months 
in  the  Newark  district,  though  the  opening  showed  great 
promise  of  sport,  many  good  fish  being  taken.— Trent- 
siper  (Newark). 

Wimbledon  Lake.— Carp  are  up,  and  have  been  Beejj 
by  Mr.  Tringhand  and  Bergeman,  of  the  Clapham 
Junction  Club.  Mr.  Hearsey,  of  Hill  View,  Wimbledon 
caught  the  first  this  season,  on  Tuesday,  weighing  3Jlb' 
Jack  feeding.  Plenty  of  Thame3  dace  in  stock.  Lesjone* 
n  salmon  and  fly  easting  by— A.  Newham,  Keeper. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid-Lincoln).— Water  has  been  got 
away  pretty  well  in  this  district,  and  from  some  place*  I 
hear  that  sport  is  being  resumed.  Very  few  results  have 
come  to  hand,  but  a  little  has  been  done  on  some  of  the 
drains  near  Boston,  and  on  the  Horncastle  Canal 
Individual  takes  are  really  not  worth  mentioning  but 
there  is  little  doubt  with  the  present  fine  weather  the'  week 
end  will  show  up  something  worth  seeking.  The  damage 
done  to  the  banks  of  rivers  and  drains  is  very  extensive 
more  extensive  than  for  twenty  years  past. — LtfCi. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk.— The  season  opened  last  week  but 
nothing  of  importance  has  taken  place  in  either  the  Fsk 
or  Liddle.  The  Ewes  river,  which  joins  the  Esk  and 
Wauchope,  in  the  very  middle  of  the  "  Muckle  Toon  "  of 
Langholm,  in  Dumfrieshire,  is  said  to  be  full  of  salmon 
and  a  number  of  people  collected  themselves  along  the 
banks  of  that  weird,  yet  historic  stream,  and  watched  the 
fish. — GlLNOCKIE. 

Deveron  (BanfFshire).-Ae  was  anticipated  the  net 
fishings  on  the  river  Deveron  and  adjacent  sea  coast 
which  opened  for  the  season  on  the  11th  inst.  were  very 
unsuccessful.  The  river  was  frozen  over  with  ice  and 
although  the  fishermen  were  at  work  the  previous  day 
breaking  the  ice,  they  succeeded  in  getting  only  a  small' 
part  of  the  river  clear.  Operations  commenced  at  day- 
oreak  by  the  fishermen  at  the  pools,  near  the  Raik  Cot- 
tages.  At  the  first  haul,  fifteen  fish  were  landed  as 
compared  with  one  hundred  for  the  first  haul  last  season 
During  the  day  the  hauls  ranged  from  three  up  to  eleven 
salmon,  and  at  the  close  of  the  day  only  eighty-five  fish 
were  killed,  compared  with  694  for  the  "opening  day  the 
previous  season.  Considering  the  state  of  the  wat  4  the 
catch  for  the  days  following  did  not  reach  a  dozen  'fish 
I  heir  average  weight  were  from  71b  to  91b,  but  several  of 
the  larger  salmon  wore  over  201b.  Kelts  were  scarce 
compared  with  former  years,  and  net  a  dbeasad  fish  was 
seen.  Along  the  coast  only  a  few  stations  got  thoir  nets- 
set,  owing  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  sea  In  the 
beguiling  of  the  present  week,  however,  all  the  nets  were 
put  in  to  their  places,  and  a  few  fish  were  got  from 
several  of  thorn.  On  Saturday  last,  ova  was  deposited  id 
the  hatchery  on  the  Deveron,  near  Duff  House,  where  for 
a  number  of  years  back,  great  numbers  of  fish  have  been 
brought  out.  The  fish  were  in  good  condition,  and  aftei 
being  impregnated,  were  returned  to  the  water  It  is 
estimated  that  150,000  ova  were  deposited.— II.  W.' 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  N.B )  — 
Kenmoro,  Loch  Tay,  on  the  hotel  water,  11th  Mr 
Stephen  Sanderson  killed  salmon,  of  201b.  121b  l'llb  ' 
and  161b.  ;  Mr.  Knight,  one,  161b.  13th,  Mr.'.Iamej 
Lord  one,  71b.  15th,  Mr.  Stephen  Sanderson,  one,  l'Ub  • 
Mr.  James  Lord,  one,  261b.  ;  and  on  the  16th,  one  181b 
Ihere  has  not  been  so  many  salmon  in  hoch  Tav  for'  some 
years.— W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Feb.  10,  Mr.  Ferguson  two 
salmon ,  201b  1Mb. ;  Mr.  Blair,  one.  l(Ub. ;  Mr  keys 
?ofi!  V,  V,  Lord  Provi8t  (Richmond),  two,  181b.,  l'llb 
12th  Mr  Ray  one,  151b.  13th,  Mr.  Timbreil,  one  181b 
trout,  (,1b.  ;  Mr.  Burger,  two,  Kilb.,  171b.  loth  Mr' 
Archer  one,  SOlb. ,  Mr.  Hoole,  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  Bunrer' 
one,  211b.    16th,  Mr.  Burger,  three,  171b.,  171b.  111b.' 

Hoole,  one,  241b.— H.  Maisey. 

1  L?,01\  <rortinfirall).-(ienttemen   fishing  the  Lyon 

omu       j^k,,    -  ''•  W-  sk>nnor,  three  salmon  151b 
201b.,  and  221b.    16th,  Mr.  T.  Harris,  salmon,  171b.  1  f t  ] , .* 
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Mr.  T.  Harris,  salmon,  20lb. ;  Mr.  G:  W.  Skinner,  oue, 
1011*.   River  in  good  ply. — Machhaik. 

Ness. — The  season  opened  on  the  11th  inst.  The  river 
was  too  low  for  successful  angling.  There  has  been  a 
strong  run  of  early  salmon,  and  the  Dochr'our  nets  have 
done  well.  For  the  three  first  days  they  ciught  over 
sis  ton  weight  of  salmon.  These  fish  were  in  splendid  con- 
dition, and  their  average  weight  would  not  be  far  short  of 
201b.  A  complete  thaw  now  appears  to  have  set  in,  and 
the  water  is  rising,  giving  promise  of  sport  to  the  anglers 
on  the  upper  waters.  Free  fishing  days  on  the  Ness  for 
L887  arc  :  Feb.  11, 20 ;  March  2,  11, 20,  30 ;  April  S,  17,  27  ; 
May  6,  15,  25  ;  June  3,  12,  22;  July  1,  10,  20,  2'.);  Aug. 
7,  17,  26  ;  Sept.  4, 14, 23 ;  Oct.  2,  12.  Free  days  fall  upon 
Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Saturdays. — D.  Watson. 

North  East  of  Scotland.— The  opening  of  the 
angling  season  on  the  Dee  has  been  attended  with  the 
most  promising  results.  Scarcely  a  section  below  Aboyne, 
bnt  cloan  fish  were  had  during  some  of  the  first  three  days. 
Kelts  are  numerous,  but  disease  comparitively  absent.  On 
the  Invercauld  Ballater  water  Messrs.  Harvey  and  Miller, 
London,  essayed  a  cast  on  the  opening  day,  but  the  spring 
fish  are  not  into  these  waters  yet.  On  the  Monaltrie  water 
Mr.  T.  H.  Russell  was  out.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  reaches 
Messrs.  Borwick,  Kemp,  and  Hepburn  landed  three  fish 
on  theopening  day,  of  51b.,  81b.,  ard  Kilb.  On  the  Castle 
waters  Mr.  Grant  had  one  71b.  On  the  Upper  Dess  Mr. 
and  Miss  W.  R.  Russell  creeled  three,  of  91b.,  81b.,  aud 
7Jlb.  On  the  Ballogie  section  Miss  Drunimond  landed 
two,  of  16Jlb.  and  71b.;  and  Mr.  "E.  Drummond, 
two,  of  8Jlb.  and  7ilb.  On  the  Carlogie  water  Rev. 
C.  W.  Nash  had  first  blocd  of  the  season,  being  a 
lieauty  of  101b.  at  the  first  cast  or  so  by  9  a.m.  This  he 
followed  up  with  another  of  81b.  on  the  same  water,  while 
Mr.  Dunn  had  one  of  81b.  On  Kincardine  water  Mrs. 
Pickering  creeled  one  of  91b.  On  Borrowstone,  Admiral 
Fane  had  three,  of  91b.,  81b.,  and  7ilb. ;  while  Mr.  John 
Mortimer,  on  the  Woodend  water,  creeled  fourteen  fish 
during  the  first  three  days,  scaling  from  71b.  to  141b.  On 
the  Upper  Blackball  Castle  water,  Sir  John  Gladstone 
landed  four  of  average  weights.  On  Blackball  Castle 
water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  Mr.  R.  S.  Hills  had  oue 
each,  while  Mr.  Hills  had  another  on  Friday.  Mr. 
C.  H.  Akroyd  and  Mr.  Simpson  had  five  fish  on  the 
Kinneskie  water,  averaging  71b.  each.  On  the  lower 
Crathes  water  General  Hills  had  one  of  71b.  On 
the  Durris  section  some  sport  was  met  with  ;  while 
M  ise  Saunders  had  a  fine  fish  of  101b.  on  the  Altries  water, 
and  the  keeper  one  of  filb.  On  the  Kineaussie  water,  on 
the  opening  day,  Mr.  Fortesque  larded  five  fish  in  a  few 
hours,  scaling  (ilb.,  81b.,  101b.,  121b  ,  and  141b.  The 
results  of  netting  operatious  were  not  so  successful  as  last 
year  owing  to  large  quantity  of  ice  impeding  <  p3rat;ons. 
The  upp;r  waters  are  now  about  clear  of  ice,  aud  a  good 
time  ot  it  is  certain.  On  the  Don,  the  opening  was  a 
blank,  as  far  as  the  rod  fishing  was  concerned,  and  neither 
was  there  much  done  with  the  nets.  The  North  and  South 
Esks  opened  on  Tuesday,  but  owing  to  unsettled  state  of 
water  not  much  sport  got — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland. — Rod  fishing  on  the  Galloway 
Dee  of  Kirkcudbrightshire  opened  its  waters  for  the 
season  last  week  (Thursday),  and  the  lower  waters  of  the 
Esk  were  opened  to  the  rods  on  Monday.  A  good  many 
salmon  are  in  the  rivers,  but  the  greiter  number  of  these 
are  undoubtedly  spawned  fish  in  their  kelt  stage,  on  their 
way  back  to  the  salt  water  of  the  Solway.  At  th 
time  of  writing  all  the  rivers  are  very  clear,  and 
the  weather  too  fine  and  calm  for  angling  for  salmon 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  conditions  are  more  favourable, 
as  a  nice  breeze  is  rippling  the  pools,  and,  with  ordinary 
luck,  a  fish  or  two  should  fall  to  the  rods.  The  Nith, 
Annan,  and  other  Border  waters,  with  the  exception 
of  the  Urr,  in  Galloway,  open  their  rod  fishing  on 
Thursday  of  next  week,  and  as  these  are  the  last 
of  the  bitch  of  South  of  Scotland  rivers,  that  open 
angling  will  be  in  full  swing  by  next  week  end. 
Should  no  rain  fall  between  now  and  the  opening  day 
the  waters  will  be  rather  clear  aud  fine,  I  am  afraid,  for 
the  rods,  especially  for  the  salmon  fly ;  but,  given  some 
south  winds  to  ripple  the  pools,  no  doubt  a  fish  or  two  will 
be  brought  to  bank.  I  hear  that  a  number  of  fine  spring 
salmon  are  falling  to  the  nets  in  the  firth  on  the  Cumber- 
land side  of  the  channel  of  the  Solway.  Beautiful  fish, 
too,  they  are,  of  from  101b.  to  121b.  each,  in  the  pink  of 
condition. — Heathebbell. 

Spey. — The  salmon  fishing  began  on  Thursday  week 
•.under  disappointing  conditions,,  owing  to  the  presence  of 
large  accumulations  of  ice.  Until  the  ice  is  entirely  cleared 
off  the  fishing  will  practically  be  at  a  standstill.  Slight 
thaws  interfere  greatly  with  the  netting,  as  they  bring 
down  large  quantities  of  "  grue."  DuriDg  last  spring  and 
summer  salmon  were  plentiful,  and  spawning  in  the  upper 
reaches  is  above  the  average.  The  Duke  of  Richmond 
ai.d  Gordon's  hatchery  at  Fochabers  is  well  stocked. 
The  autumn  fishing  was  poor,  and  the  result  is  that  the 
lower  tributaries  are  not  so  well  supplied  with  Hah.  Con- 
sidering the  unsatisfactory  condition  of  the  river,  the  number 
of  salmcn  landed  on  the  opening  day  was  large,  though 
not  nearly  up  to  the  average  of  former  years.  At  the 
mouth  of  ti  e  river  several  gOod  hauls  were  got.  Kelts  are 
numerous.  The  great  bane  of  the  Spey  fishing— distillery 
pollution — has  during  the  latt  year  been  considerably 
abated  by  most  of  the  distillers  having  prepared  settling 
tank-,  or  ponds,  for  their  by-product  refuse,  and  thus  pie- 
vented  it  from  goinginto  the  river.  There  are  several  c  hanges 
in  the  fishing  lessees  round  about.  Mr.  CumiiMiig.Canlow  ; 
Dr.  Cowie,  Dufftown ;  and  Mr.  Burnett,  Brighton,  havebe- 
comejoijtlessees  of  the  Wester  Etchies  spring  fishing.  '1  lie 
Aberlour  water  has  been  taken  by  Mr.  Edward,  of  Sanquhar, 
who's  to  fish  it  along  with  Sir  W.  Gordon  Cumming.  Mr-. 
sHankoy  tikes  the  place  of  Mr.  Lethbiidge,  at  Kn  ckands 
'Hone*.  Capt.  Sptcer  is  to  fish  the  Easter  Elcliies water, 
under  Col.  (iodman,  the  lessee;  while  Col.  Smith,  of 


Delnabo,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  Dailuaiue,  retain  respec- 
tively the  Laggau  and  Carron  waters. — J.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— The  salmon  fishing  with  the  rod 
and  line  began  on  these  rivers  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  the  net  fish- 
ings opened  on  Monday  last.  Several  opportune  floods  have 
occurred  in  the  river,  and  these  all  before  the  nets  came 
on,  so  that  any  clean  fish  lying  about  the  mouth  of  the 
Tweed  or  in  the  bay  outside  had  a  very  grand  opportunity 
of  ascending  to  the  ancrling  reaches  of  the  river,  and  if  the 
information  1  have  received  is  correct,  a  large  head  of  fish 
took  the  chance  to  run  up  the  river  ;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  am  told  that  a  great  many  of  these  were  late 
spawners,  from  appearance.  This,  however,  I  do  not 
incline  to  believe,  as  from  my  own  observation  I  have 
seen  what  I  considered  clean  run  spring  fish.  The  rivers 
are  in  grand  ply  just  now,  and  running  in  capital  volume, 
but  the  takes  of  clean  salmon  up  to  date  have  not  been 
encouraging.  On  the  opening  day  Mr.  Tait,  the  fisher- 
man on  the  Sprouston  water,  killed  a  nice  clean  run  fish 
of  about  91b.  On  the  Hendersyde  water  (Sir  Richard 
Waldie  Griffith's),  on  Thursday  last,  Mr.  Thomas 
Pringle,  Westwood  Cottage,  .  killed  one  of  81b.,  and 
on  the  following  day  he  was  successful  in  killing  one 
more  clean  fish  of  14|lb.  On  the  same  water,  Lady 
Griffith  landed  a  kelt  on  Monday.  No  fishing  has  as  yet 
taken  place  on  the  Ednam  House  or  Floors  Castle  fast- 
nesses, either  upper  or  lower,  as  I  understand  that  they 
are  again  to  be  let  for  both  spring  and  autumn  seasons. 
Trout  fishing  is,  of  course,  out  of  the  question  at  present, 
unless  by  those  who  frequent  the  river  all  the  year  round, 
but  should  the  present  open  weather  continue,  this  des- 
cription of  angling  should  be  early  on  this  season. — Max- 
wheei.. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — Anglers  were  out  first  thing 
on  Monday  morning,  when  this  river  opened  for  salmon 
and  trout,  but  as  yet  very  few  spring  fish  have  been 
taken.  The  Board  of  Conservators  intend  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  wholesale  destruction  of  kelts,  which  has  been 
the  usual  daily  performance  for  the  first  two  or  three 
weeks  of  the  season.  Anglers  would  soon  reap  the  benefit 
of  returning  this  class  of  fish  to  the  river.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  well  up  to  the  averrge,  but  the  best  months  are 
April  and  May. — W.  Hayxes  and  Sun. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — The  river  has  been  in 
excellent  order  for  past  week,  and  very  good  sport  had  on 
all  the  fisheries  from  Fermoy  down.  On  Careysville, 
Kilbarry,  Mocollop,  and  the  Balljduff  fisheries  sport  well 
up  to  the  average,  and  everything  looks  promising. — W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyne  (Drogheda). — The  season  opened  on  the 
Boyne  the  12th  inst.  In  the  tidal  waters  the  fishers  took 
some  clean  run  fish,  aud  at  Mornington  several  were 
taken.  The  weather  of  the  past  week  was  warm  and 
bright,  with  frost  at  night,  which  was  greatly  against 
trout  fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes. —  Although  the  river  was  somewhat 
discoloured,  many  anglers  had  fair  sport.  Mr.  James 
Johnston,  on  the  8th  inst.,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  Miss 
Butler,  on  Larreen  water,  a  fresh  run  salmon  of  9Jlb.  ; 
Mr.  H.  Lacey,  three  spring  fish,  of  121b.,  101b.,  and  £)Jlb. ; 
Mr.  J.  M.,  on  9th,  one  of  841b.  ;  and  Mr.  H.  G.,  on  12th, 
one,  111b.  The  river  is  in  good  fishing  order  and  a  heavy 
run  of  fish  continues. — M.  Rooan  and  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  river  is  in 
better  form,  and  some  spring  fish  have  been  killed. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — River  in  perfect  fishing  order  tor 
past  week,  and  reports  of  the  quantity  of  fish  seen  have 
not  been  so  satisfactory  for  many  jears.  Mr.  F.  H.  Bass 
and  fisherman,  on  Carrigroham  Fishery  for  week,  ten, 
weights  varying  from  1 31b.  to  81b.;  J.  M.  Macmorran, 
six,  from  111b.  to  91b.  ;  Mr.  Ned  Murphy,  five;  Mr.  Jim 
O'Brien,  seven,  including  one  of  211b.,  others  121b.,  111b., 
111b.,  1041b.,  81b.,  81b.  :  J.  1'.  Hawkes,  four,  131b.,  911)., 
91b.,  8Jlb. ;  Mr.  Pope,  101b  ,  8Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Hunt,  Leices- 
tershire Regt.,  91b.  ;  Capt.  Eastwood,  121b.,  9Jlb. ;  Capt. 
Clifton  Brown,  12th  Lancers,  10lb.,  9lb.  :  Mr.  J.  Fitz- 
gerald, G£lb. ;  Surgeon-Col.  Uiordan,  lojlb.,  811).;  E. 
Pike,  91b. ;  Mr.  fieamish,  101b.,  9Jlb.  On  Nettleville 
Fishery,  Col.  Broderick,  lllb.,  lolb.,  9jlb. ;  and  the 
Masters  Beamish  also  had  good  sport  ;  Mr.  M.  Murphy, 
10lb  ,  91b.,  911).  The  greater  portion  were  taken  with 
Lee  Blue,  Blue  Grey,  and  Lemon.— W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway ).— The  lough 
and  its  tributaries  are  in  fine  order,  and  several  fishers  had 
good  bags  of  trout.  Some  English  anglers  have  arrived 
at  the  Mount  Gable  Hotel.— J.  A.  It. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina). — The  river  was 
in  nice  order  for  a  few  days  last  week.  On  the  12th  inst., 
Jim  Hearnes  drew  first  blocd  for  tin-  season  by  killing 
three  spring  salmon,  141b.,  I  lib  ,  91b.,  and  lost  the  fourth. 
Almost  ready  for  the  net.  Mr.  J.  Brown,  mi  the  15th, 
landed  five  kelts,  and  lost  a  very  good  springer  by  breaking 
the  cast.-  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  landed  nine  keifs.  Mr.  Gilton 
got  a  salmon  on  the  lough,  Kb.  It  is  the  first  salmon 
that  was  taken,  this,  on  the  lough.  The  three  above 
springers  was  hooked  on  my  new  fly,  namely,  the  Golden 
Ranger.— Pat  Hkaknks. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Tie' 
flo(  ds  are  fast  disappearing,  and  in  a  couple  of  days  more 
wo  expect  the  water  will  be  in  good  fishing  trim.— 
S.  J.  IIi  riev. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river  has  now  gone 
down,  and  is  in  first-rate  order.  On  Doonass,  Caj  t.  .1. 
J,  Bayly  killed  a  salmon  of  32.b  ,  on  LOth.  On  Prospect, 
Mr.  F.  Milburn,  one/Of  321b.,  on  11th  ;  and  on  same  water, 
Mr!  W.  Milburn,  ran.,  one  of  181b.,  on  12<h.  Trout 
tishimr  should  soon  be  good.— JORH  BnRIGHT  ami  R"\. 


Jingling  ^tisfims. 

February  21.  — — 

Allason  United  :  Match  at  Sunbury. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Bunt  match  at  Twickenham. 

Battersea  Friendly  ;  Match  at  Windsor. 

Bromptou  :  Match  at  Taplow. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Central  Finsbury  :  Match  at  Maiden. 

Clapham  Strollers:  Roving  match. 

Cobden  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

Dais  ton  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Staines. 

Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Silehurst. 

Jubilee :  Match. 

Lea  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

South  Bermoudsey  Piseatorials :  Lapsed  prizes. 

Waggoners :  Outing  to  Datchet. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Nayland. 

Wellington  :  Outing  to  Rickmansworth. 

Westminster  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
February  22. 

Clissold:  Smoking  concert. 
February  23. 

Enterprise  Rovers :  Visit . 

Phcenix  :  Visit . 

February  26. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Preservation  meeting. 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Committee  meeting. 
General  Breservation  Fund:  Committee  meetinpr. 
February  27. 
Jolly  Butchers:  A.B  S.  concert. 


Feb.  28.— 

,,  28. 

„  28. 

„  28. 

,,  28. 

„  28. 

,  28. 

,  28. 

,  28. 

,  28, 

,,  28, 
March  2 


Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
—Brunswick  Brothers:  Outing  to  Wade's  Mill. 
—Clissold  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
—Convivial :  Outing. 
-Gclden  Barbel :  Match  at  Tilehurst. 
—Jubilee  :  Match. 
—Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 
—Seymour  Brothers:  Outing  to  Windsor. 
—Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing. 
—  United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Kiogston. 
—West  Newington :  Competition. 
— Firm  aud  True:  Visit. 
— Uresham  :  Discussion. 
— Independent  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
B.S.A.S.  :    General  meeting,  Cannon -street 
Hotel ;  8  o'clock. 
— Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Visit. 
— Wenlock  :  Match. 
— Blackfriars  :  Visit. 
— B.S.A.S.:  Annual  dinner. 


sports  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  [to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night? 8  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning,  Address  "  Editor,  FisniNCi 
Gazette,  St.  Diinstau's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Club  Rkpobt  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  — ' !  bnera  l  Pri  seri  in 
Find. — The  committee  meeting  of  the  above  will  tike 
place  on  Friday,  Feb.  2(>,  at  8  o'clock. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  b3g  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
CIO  Ids.  from  the  Cobden  Ang'iug  Society's  dona- 
tion box.  The  next  committee  mestii  g  will  take  place  on 
Friday,  Feb.  26,  at  8.30. 

A.B.S.  Windsor  Competition.— /)'■  late  Windsor 
Competition,  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  wo  have  decided  to 
pay  over  the  proceeds  of  the  Oct.  IS  competition,  which 
will  amount  to  over  £21.  Messrs.  Keene  and  Brock 
audited  the  accounts,  and  found  same  correct,  and  if  any 
of  the  committee  would  like  to  BOIOmpany  us  next  Friday, 
they  should  be  at  Foresters'  Hall  at  9  p.m.  I  hope  every 
society  will,  if  they  have  any  cash  tor  tickets,  let  me  have 
same,  so  that  it  may  be  in  time  to  pay  in  with  the  rest  ot 
cash.  I  tender  thanks  to  the  Victoria  Brothers  A  S.  for 
7s.  for  tickets  soldi  Brothers  Well  Met.  2s.  It  Mr. 
Tavener,  of  the  Eustonian  A.  S.,  calls  at  my  residence,  26, 
Silver-street,  Netting  Hill  Gate,  he  can  have  the  furnished 
tackle  book  ;  also  a  letter  from  his  secretary,  notifying  he 
is  Mr.  Tavener,  for  the  committee.  The  commit  tee  intend 
having  a  little  'Spread,"  as  a  wind-up  to  the  Oct.  18 

tsomcetilion,   Date  later.— Ben  Abrahams. 
Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Dxbi idge-strcet,  Nottmg  Hill  Gate.— 
We  fish  For  three  prizes  at  Sunbury  on  Feb.  21  M 
announced  in  F.O.  Preciiely  same  conditions  as  oar  last 
sweeps'ake  outing  a'  Sunl  my.  All  to  leave  by  the  S  3 
a  in.  from  G  W  1!.  drove  p  ad,  Hammersmith.  I  ens) 
fishing  at  dusk,  or  earlier  if  necessary,  but  must  report 
themselves  to  seen  taiy.  Any  anuler  who  arrives  by  a 
later  train  must  also  conforfli  totlii  rule.  The  ei.trunco 
foe  is  Is.,  ami  can  be  paid  ti  seen  t  iry  on  the  moriUOg. 
[til  open  al  o  to  Ion.  members.  OUT  delegates  report 
from  A  A.  was  well  received.—  Ill  N. 

Alma  A'gling  Society.  Couch  mid  Horses,  I  oris- 
mOUth-place,  l-inco'ii's-lnn- Fields  .—  On  Feb.  II  Mr. 
CutbuHb  weighedin  a  good  el  o.v  ot  TOBCh  and  dace. 
91b  I  l|o».  i  several  of  the  roach  over  lib,  eael,,  and  a  dace 
sjr'y,.  ;   Mr.   Drew,  roach;  ami   Mr.  dnitfard,  porch.— 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Faced  Ktug,  Worship-street,  FiiiBbury  —  On  I'.b  II  Hr. 
Harding  weighed-in  a  tine  show  of  roach  (six      Hiem  well 
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OTOT  lib,  ouch).  Mr.  Jtrookwoll  weighed  two  nice  jack 
(1Mb.) ;  ho  also  gives  a  prize  to  bo  fished  for  next  month, 
rbera  will  bo  ioma  important  business  next  week. — F.  G. 

II  UTOHJN8. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Princfl 

Aitliur,  Arthur-street,  Hattorsea.— Our  Windsor  match, 
that  wan  to  have  come  off  on  .Ian.  81,  is  lixod  tor  Feb.  28  ; 
oooditioni  Hame  hh  reported, — J.  it. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
01  Kout,  Old  Kont-road,  London,  8. 10.— Our  match  for  the 
February  prize!  at  Waltliam,  resulted  in  a  blank,  members 
can  Qeb  for  them  on  Fob.  II,  (roving).  Mr.  II.  Mallett 
■en.,  weighed-in  on  Fob.  18,  roach,  daco,  and  perch,  and 
on  Feb.  10,  Mr.  A.  Fleton  woighcd-in  roach  and  chub 
till).  I3*oz.  Our  punt  match  will  take  place  at  Twicken- 
ham, mi  Fob.  21.  Members  to  go  down  by  the  first  train, 
and  draw  for  puntsmou  on  the  morning.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Quean's 
Hotel,  Queon's-roa.l,  Hal  lersea,,  K.W.— On  Fob.  I  I  Mr. 
Moad  had  a  very  nice  show  of  roach  and  daco,  and  two  nice 
jack;  Mr.  Aplin  had  a.  tino  lot  of  perch,  and  other 
members  also  had  fish.  On  Fob.  21  we  fish  a  match  at 
Windsor,  from  E'on  Bridge  to  Surly  Hall,  towpath  only, 
•  ill  back  wators  barred,  and  all  jack  barred  ;  members  to 
catch  train  leaving  Ulapham  at  8.2",  and  return  by  train 
not  earlior  than  5  p.m. — DoDp. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Soufhwark-street.  S.E.— The  result  of  match  of  St.  Mar- 
garet s  on  Feb.  14,  was  as  follows  :  Mr.  R.  Green,  first ; 
Mr.  Sharpies*),  second  ;  Mr.  J.  Marker,  third  ;  Mr.  Foster, 
fourth:  Mr.  Summerford,  fifth.  We  take  a  vis-it  on  the 
Central  List  on  March  9,  when  no  doubt  we  shall  have  a 
bumper.  Members  please  notice  that  we  arrange  March 
outing  on  Wednesday  next,  March  3,  (last  of  season). 
Members  in  arrears  kindly  settle  as  soon  as  convenient.— 
.1.  Foster, 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Feb.  14,  Mr. 
1.  Davis  woighed-in  a  splendid  lot  of  roach  and  dace, 
IWb.  lioz.  ;  Mr.  .1.  Taylor,  roach  and  perch,  111b.  134oz.  ; 
Mr.  \V  Bray,  roach,  31b.  41oz.;  Mr.  C.Davis,  roach, 
lib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach,  21b.  lOJoz.  ;  Mr.  J. 
i  oung,  roach,  perch,  and  dace;  Mr.  D.  Rich  and  Mr.  R. 
Lummos,  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  J.  Windsor,  roach  and 
perch.  On  Feb.  17,  Mr.  W.  Davis  had  a  nice  show  of 
roach,  perch,  and  tench,  !Jlb.  4|oz.,  from  the  Thames.— T 
I  ATERNOSTEB. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill.— On  Feb.  12  seveial  members  were 
out  with  the  following  result  :  Messrs.  Haucock, 
I,'?-,  ;01i->  „anJ    dace;    Halsey,     one  chub, 

m.  lOoz  ;  (..ill,  21b.  6oz.,  roach  aud  dace  :  J  lift' 
lib.  l3oz.  roach;  Smith,  jun.,  lib.  (iuz.,  dacj. 
I- roni  Thames,  on  th;  14th,  the  following  ^ho 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  Preston,  41b.  15oz.,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Weeks,  .Ub.  12oz.,  roach  and  dace  ;  Dagwortky,  21b  toz 
roien  and  perch  ;  Smith,  sen.,  lib.  looz  ,  roach  aad  dace  '• 
Mwar.s,  lib.  12,/,..  roach.  From  Thames,  on  Feb.  16 
\°u"Swe  gied-in  four  tine  jack,  as  follows  :  211b.  4oz. 
v  i  n^-'w-?/  5oz-.  51b-  10oz  .  caught  on  snap  tackle,  at 
-Norfolk.  Will  membeis  please  attend  club  next  Tuesiay 
to  arrange  another  outing. — H.  Dagworthy 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.-The  annual  club  cornpeti- 
U0!1  ^f2a,  *»  ■?!  members  will  take  tface  at  Taplow.  on 
n  «  i 1  trauVeaves  Paddmgton  <J  a.m.,  two  rods  allowed  • 
all  nsh  to  weigh  according  to  club  rules.  On  Feb.  14  Mr 
Moore  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames  (heaviest 
nsn  i2ltj.)  ;  a  new  member  was  proposed  — H  R 

Tvf5a^8WiC^  ,Bro*ueTfs'  Angnng  Society,  Cherry 

iree,  Brunswick-road,  Broinley- by-Bow,  E  —  On Feb  14 
our  trays  were  well  filled  with  a  splendid  show  of  roach, 
the  to  lowing  haying  some  good  takes:  Messrs.  Parmenter 
Bissell,  Jones,  Thompson,  Tucker,  Lee,  and  Papworth 
Membars  please  attend  on  Tuesday,  as  some  important 
business  has  to  be  transacted,  and  also  to  discuss  our  out- 
ing to  Wades  Mill  on  Feb.  28.  An  outing  for  honorary 
members  is  arranged  for  them  on  the  following  dates 
rhursday  25th  ;  March  4  and  ll.-B.  Bissell. 
Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Societv 

I  some  capital  takes  of  fi*h 

1Mb    143 ?f  °Ut?  tr^s  :  J-  ^e,  roach  and  perch, 

iulb.  14|oz.;  H.  Lventt,  roach,  51b.  8oz  •  Anderson 
roach  and  perch,  41b.  ooz. ,  Earp,  roach,  hi earn,  and Tee, 
^ Zli  ^u?,brf  m>  »  splendid  fish  taken  while  roach 
fashing  at  Tottenham,  51b.  13Joz.  ;  Hubbard,  roach  and 

Taylor  roart  ^  ^  5  Ye,°>  P^oft>  roach; 

«"<i  u  -  j  '  2.  Devenll,  roach.— R.  Hubbard, 
a  ,c,amb«dg;e  Friendly  Angling  Society  Fountain 
^M?KhW  W-0"  the  ?4th  M7. Vcutt l"a 
i°t  \  '  Tvf  Fitzgibbon,  roach  and  dace  :  and  Mr.  Carter 
£™L  «E  Sa  iBbu,:y.?"  Wednesday  last,  had  two  pike 
(a  pair),  the- male  weighing  151b.  llfoz.,  3ft.  3iu.  long  and 

Pike    and6^115-  ^  Warsop*'  Wo 

pike   and  some  handsome  roach  (West  17|oz  )  •  Mr 

.  f  t,°h  '  £°  P  ,6  • f  m?(Jf1rate  dimensions  ;  the  total  weight 
will  take  X  ?ng,  °4  b-  12°Z,  ,A  Pe^d-down  match 
will  take  place  short  y,  time  and  place  deckled  next  week 

lloodlois,  third;    llodgis,  fourih      M,w  .-    rU,  \ 
Adams,  Honour,  Reyn^ds  Niches,  aS  Franki  n  also 

was  present     ().fr  hff  h  8T 1  BUe?w>  al,d  11  §° jd 
rlort     W  ho       best  thanks  are  due  to  all  for  their  sup- 
port    Will  secretaries  please  send  in  tickets  or  cash  for 

SdS^.' eoncerfc  as  soon  as  poesib!e> as  ta^Sw? 


Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Three  of  the 
five  prizes  that  wore  left  over  were  won  on  Feb.  14,  the 
following  being  successful  :  Mfs.-rs.  0.  Jones,  R.  Lash- 
wood  and  W.  Moran.  Mr.  P.  Hester  won  the  extra 
private  prize.  There  are  still  two  prizes  to  fish  for  at 
Hatfield  Poverell.  Mr.  G.  Cooper,  jun.,  has  promised  us 
another  prize  to  fish  for  before  the  close  of  the  season. — 
O.  Jonks. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs 

— General  Preservation  Fund. — 1  have  pleasure  in 
returning  thanks  for  the  following  donations:  Piscatorial 
Society,  £2  2s. ;  Woolwich  Invicta,  A. 8.,  10b  Meeting  of 
joint  committee  is  fixed  for  Friday,  20th  inst.,  at  8  p.m. — 
W.  J,  Ww.k. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  to  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.  on  Monday  was  a  decided 
success.  Mr.  H.  Patman  occupied  the  chair.  The  pro- 
gramme was  well  carried  out,  and  greatly  enjoyed.  On 
the  role  call^  thirty-nine  clubs  were  found  to  be  well 
represented,  it  was,  therefore,  considered  to  be  a  record 
visit.  Next  visit  going  to  the  Blackfriars  ;  date  later.— 
C.  W. 

Clapham    Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  Feb.  14  we  had  a  grand  display  of  fish  on  our  trays, 
comprising  roach,  perch,  and  bream  by  Messrs.  A. 
liowater,  H.  Moore,  G.  T.  Jameson,  J.  Thorn,  and  J. 
Willgoss.  Mr.  J.  Thorne  was  the  only  member  who 
ventured  to  Cookham  to  fish  in  our  consolation  match. 
The  remaining  prizes  will  be  fished  for  at  same  place  and 
conditions.  On  Monday  we  spent  a  most  enjoyable  evening 
at  the  Bermondsey  Brothers'  visit.— G.  T.  Jameson 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— We  had  a  good  muster 
at  our  club  on  Tuesday.  We  wish  members  to  know  that 
we  have  three  special  prize  outings  before  close  time  ;  the 
first  takes  place  on  Feb.  21  (open,  roving).  All  members 
please  compete  in  these  outings,  as  the  time  is  coming  on 
for  annual  dinner  and  distribution. — S.  Violett 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Phoenix 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Crown  Tavern,  Panoras-road,  N.W  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  23.  All  brother  .anglers  who  favour 
thorn  with  their  company  will  be  made  welcome  —  F 
Castell. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  Feb.  14  Messrs. 
Butter  and  F  armer  weighed-in  roach.  I  hope  members 
will  not  forget  the  benefit  concert  on  Monday  next 
Feb.  22  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Sherring.  Startat  eight  sharp! 
1  hope  she  will  be  well  patronised.—  E  J  M 

Collin gwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-Street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.-To-day  (Saturday 
r-eb.  20)  we  hold  a  complimentary  concert  to  Mr  W  Ash 
our  hop.  sec,  at  eight  sharp  On  Feb.  14,  Messrs! 
Malachi  Parnwell,  and  Ball  had  some  fine  ioach,  dace 
and  perch  ;  Mr.  Sorge,  dace.— W.  Asn 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  Feb.  14  several  members 
out  but  no  luck,  Mr.  W.  Thompson  just  saving  a  blank 
with  a  very  fine  dace.  On  Feb.  21  we  fish  a  boundary 
match  at  Ware  ;  pull  particulars  to  be  obtained  at  the 
clubhouse.  In  consequence  of  our  visit  to  the  Bermordsey 
Brothers  on  Tuesday,  which  was  a  great  success,  there 
was  no  meeting  The  secretary  will  be  at  the  clubhouse 
on  Saturday,  the  20th,  from  7.30  p.m.  to  9  p  in.— S. 

1V1ALBY. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo,  All 
Saints  -road,  Westbourne  Park.-On  Feb.  21  a  few  of  our 
members  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Wilk'ns  a  nice  show  of  dace, 
Mr.  Ohatteney  aho  a  nice  show  of  dace  (some  going  over 
12oz.).  On  March  4  our  return  visit  takes  pile?  —  W 
Jenkins.  f  "■ 

Dulwich  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  East  Dul- 

wicb  Hotel,  Goose  Green,  S.E.-Our  meeting  last  Friday 

was  well  attended,  and  after  transacting  the  club  business 

and  electing  one  new  working  member,  our  vice-president 

Mr.  C.  Dunlop,  read  a  paper  on  "  Fish  Mating,"  which 

was  well  received.     After  next  Friday,  Feb.  26,  every 

member  will  be  required  to  attend  at  the  clubhouse  at 

least  once  a  month .    In  default  of  attendance  he  will  have 

to  pay  a  fine  to  the  prize  fund.    It  has  been  decided  to 

hold  during  the  closed  months  billiard  handicaps,  card 

tournaments,  and  concerts. — A.  Morliere 

Barlsfield   Angling  Club,   310,  Earlsfield-road, 

f  Al' °,utl"g  W1TU  toke  P]aoe  on  Feb-  21  at  Staines- 
8.25  from  Clapham  Junction.— A.  Tr\quair 

ri^ntMrPr!Se  »overs  Angling  Society,  Enterprise 
Club,  Manchee  House,  South  Tottenham.-6n  Feb  10 

us^  visit  Th^6  N-  a"'1  N-E.  suburban  district  paid 
us  a  nsit.  Ihe  chair  was  occupied  during  the  evening  bv 
the  following  gentlemen:  Messrs.  cfwen!  Warwiok 
Watson,  and  K.pp     We  were  well  entertained  by  Messrs' 

UnsSa  S  '  Grfv'  HVi'r'  ^ey'  Coppen/seaZd! 
unsworth,  b.  Orey,  Hawkins,  Yapp,  H.  Ellis,  Watson 

London  Th"*'    BrJtllePS  Wade'S  b^>  ^Presen'tng  three 
eS*     Tb«'  ga,16  rS  80me  ni09  Eel«ctions  during  the 
S!^p11r,,,,lirt?i  to  £l  U-    The  next 
«  8i  ?      U    V0?1  J'  ellowship  A  S.,  Feb.  23.— J  K i  pp 

Tnfcc"|BfeiAfff1;^  PociW,  West  London 
fV.tlev  W  /  n'  Ho^il"J-street.-On  Fob.  14  Messrs. 
-it'l  l  West,  Crow,  Chapman,  ami  Glaister  had  roach 
.  d  perch.  Our  outing  takes  place  on  Fob.  28  at  Ti  c 
uist  Members  arc  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next ' 
iinportiiiit  business. — A.  Crow  «<=euiy  next , 

,!t\..™  T     L    Gllffe°  showed  some  good  jack.  Many 

fib  si  tvfcw°Wed  '?h-  °U,r  WPe'  tookWeon  t  e 
Ibtb,  sixty-two  mem>.ers  and  fr&ads  sitting  down  to  a 


capital  supper,  provided  by  Mr.  C  H.  Debus.  Everything 
was  of  the  best.  After  the  supper  the  toas1;  cf  "  The  Good 
Intent"  was  proposed  by  the  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams 
and  responded  to  by  Mr.  Murphy,  who  said  it  was  just 
twenty  years  ago  since  he  took  the  position  of  secretary 
and  he  hoped  he  should  retain  that  position  for  imJ 
years  to  come.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  (vice-chairman)  spoke 
on  behalf  of  the  Anglers'  Asssociation  and  the  A.B.S 
and  was  loudly  applauded.  Harmony  reigned  supreme' 
till  a  late  hour.  A  most  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  A  good  lot  of  prizes  were  booked,  the  worthy 
chairman  starting  the  list  with  £2  2s. — R.  Mi  rimiv  I 
c,lGf1ea*  x?as*ern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Armg' 
Stratford  New  lown,  E. — Some  of  our  members  were  out 
on  Feb.  14,  when  Mr.  J.  Grande  weighed-in  two  jack  71b 
and  roach ;  and  F.  Bat?s  also  weighed-in  roach  — (  J  p' 
Weaver. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  The  Morden  Arms 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E.— A  goodly  contingent  of 
members  were  present  at  the  meeting  this  week,  and 
among  other  business,  several  new  members  were  elected 
A  great  many  of  the  members  had  been  out,  despite  the 
floods,  and  some  excellent  catches  had  resulted  Mr 
P.  J.  Church  (chairman)  had  a  roach  of  lib.  4oz  and 
many  other  good  catches  might  be  detailed.  The  society 
is  m  a  very  flourishing  condition,  and  secretary  Dryden  is 
to  be  congratulated  thereupon. — Hon.  Reporter 

Gresham  Angling  Society.-At  the  meeting  on 
luesday  (Mr.  J.  P.  Conellan  m  the  chair)  it  was  arranged 
to  hold  a  discussion  on  Tuesday,  March  2,  on  the  question 
of  issuing  interchangeable  fishing  tickets  by  the  two 
associations.  Mr.  A.  Rasen  presented  a  painting  of  a 
fishing  boat  off  Deal,  by  himself. 

i  o?e^f  ?f  0a£  Anf Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane ,  Bethnal-green.— Mr.  Leonard  had  a  fine 
show  of  jack.  Mr.  H.  Dacosta  had  perch,  and  Mr.  Smith 
roach.  I  hope  members  will  attend  next  club  meeting  — 
C.  Smith.  °" 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Sboreditch.—  On  Feb  14  Messrs 
S.  GiUett  had  roach;  J.  Huntley,  jack;  H.  Bailey,  roach 
and  peich;  A.  Hattermore,  roach;  W.  Bishop,  perch 
Our  monthly  concert  for  February  is  postponed ;  due 
notice  will  be  given  of  the  future  date.— Johnny 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho,  W.— On  Feb.  14  Messrs 
Pope  and  Steptoe  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach  and 
perch.  The  next  concert  of  the  series  in  aid  the  of  T  A  P  S 
takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  Tuesday,  March  2  on 
which  occasion  many  well-known  artiste  i  will  contribute 
to  the  programme.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  sec  old  and  new 
friends. — Step. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Barley  Mow, 
Long-lane,  Smithfield.— On  the  15th  inst.  Mr  Sloper 
weighed-in  two  roach,  15oz.,  aud  Mr.  Seyfang  one  jack 
4|lb.,  and  tour  roach,  21b.  ooz.  On  the  Kith  Mr.  Sioper 
weighed-in  six  roach,  4|lb.  (best  fish  lib.  24oz  )  — F  C  H 
Seyfang.  ,  j 
Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.-On  Feb  14  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  H.  Herbert,  141b.  of  roach  and 
bream  (two  heaviest  roach  lib.  8ioz.,  and  lib.  8oz  ),  several 
of  them  over  lib.  ;  Croker  also  had  a  very  nice  show  of 
^anal^  diaCe;  B:m\na'ah'  Per°h.  On  Tuesday  evening 
Mr.  O.  Blackman  had  some  roach  and  a  small  jack  I 
hope  members  will  attend  next  Tuesday.— J  H  H  krbert 
Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John  's 
Head  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.-The  members 
competed  for  two  special  prizes  on  the  14th  inst. 
V,  *  ™  i,utt  ?e(;urfd  n>'8t  honours;  Mr.  J.  Poole,  second; 
Mr.  W  Hams  had  roacli,  Mr.  A.  Harris,  perch  on  the 
same  day.  Two  special  prizes  were  competed  for  on 
Wednesday,  1/th  inst.  Mr.  G.  Nunn  was  fir=t-  Mr  H 
Butt,  second;  Mr.  C.  A.  Hayward  weighed-in  roach  same 
io  ilre  ^our  sPecil1  P«zes  to  be  fished  for  on 
teb.  28,  en  the  Stort.  Some  important  aud 
interesting  business  will  be  placed  before  the  members  on 
Wednesday  next  All  those  that  can  conveniently  attend 
kindly  do  so. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  Coorge  thef 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E  —On  Feb  14 
the  following  weighed-in:   Messrs.  T.  Dew,  perch;  J.* 
Woudhouse,  diu-e  :  F.  Daws,  dace  and  gudgeon  •  W  Sib- 
thorp  dace  and  gudgeon.    1  hope  all  members  will  attend 
on  Saturday  at  the  A.  U.S.  cnicert.— G.  Bp  WARDS 

Lea  Brothers  Angling  Society,  CricketW  Hotel, 
Clarence-road,  Claptou.-On  the  9th  inst.  we  had  our  iirsi 
smoking  conceit  at  headquarters.  Over  100  anglers  and 
friends  attended.  The  benevolent  box  was  well  patronised, 
f  beg  to  thank  all  lor  their  presence.  At  the  pogged- 
down  match  at  St.  Margaret's  the  first  prize  was  won, 

r1™0^'011?11,'  by  W.m-  Villa";  ^coud  prize,  one  roach 
by  Mr.  Singleton.    A  roving  match  on  Feb.  21,  at  Lea 
Bridge;   from    railway  bridge,  Hill    Ferry,  to   Jolly : 
Angles  ,  Lea  Bridge ;  four  prizes  to  be  fished  for.—' 

Wm.  Hi.  King. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win 
chestor-sf reet  King's  Cross,  N.-We  had  a  most  success- 
til  match  at    Rickmansworth    on    Feb.   It  Messrs 

White,  first;  W.  Watliug,  second ;  It.  Nelson,  thirS 
Stevens  .fourth;  (i.  Jolmson,  fifth  ;  and  Cook,  sixth 
Messrs.  (lark   In  ley,  Hackhum,  II, .hues,  I!.  Watliug,  arf 

1  arker  also  had  fish.     Mr.   ftl  ,.   |md  a  nice  show  of 

roach  and  da. -o  horn  other  wafers  <l"lb.  5Ao/  )  and  one 

small  .pick  ;  t.tal  woighl  471b.    Next   el ing  night  will  ho 

quarterly  mght— W.  Watmnii.  8 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Boo  Hotel,  5,| 
gueen-scjuaro,  and  18,  fcjt.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.-Tllere  ' 
TJLT°  '\  g-  1»  ^"weather  here,  as  the  air  is  nolU 
balmy  and  springlike,  but  not.a  rod  has  been  out  to  my 
Knowledge.  A  tew  years  ago  thero  was  generally  t  w i  or 
three  anglers  who  could  be  dopondod  upon  to  show  a  lew 
pike  now  and  a.g        |,„f  ,„i,  kind  of  s  t  appears  to  boa 
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thing  of  tie  long  time  ago.  Of  course  it  has  been  very 
Let  and  unfavourable  lately,  but  this  would  not  have 
Jetcrred  the  anglers  I  refer  to  in  those  days.— Ri>.  Woli,- 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row.— This  association 
held  their  sixth  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  at 
the  Eagle  Hotel.  Houghton- street,  on  Thursday,  Feb.  I. 
\n  excellent  dinner  was  provided  by  host  Devlin,  in  his 
good  style,  to  which  ample  jus  ice  was  done  by  the  Urge 
number  of  members  and  friends  present .  After  a  sh  )i  t 
interval  the  president  (Mr.  H.  Bratt)  gave  a  brief  address, 
and  then  proceeded  to  distribute  the  prizes  for  specimen 
tish  caught  during  1806.  The  following  are  the  winners  : 
[•tout  Ub.  loz.,  Mr.  Bate;  roach,  lib.  10oz.,  Mr.  J. 
Wishart  ;  dace,  10oz.,  Mr.  T.  White  ;  carp,  41b.  Ooz.,  Mr. 
)  Wishart;  gudgeon,  l£oz.,  Mr.  Isaac  Smith;  tench, 
2l'b  5ioz  ,  Mr.  J.  Wishart;  perch,  lib.  3|oz  ,  Mr.  Wm. 
Smith ;  bream,  41b.  lOoz  ,  Mr.  Wm.  Smith ;  grayling, 
lOJoz.,  Mr.  J.  Kionear;  pike,  "lb.,  Mr.  Isaac  Smith; 
roach,  12oz.,  special  prize,  Mr.  Tyrer.  The  company  was 
eutert  lined  during  the  evening  by  the  following:  Miss  E 
Bratt,  R.A.M.,  song  and  piano  accompanist ;  also  Messrs 
(Ireen,  Raymond,  Sayers,  Wishart,  Rimmer,  and  Irvin. 
The  usual  toasts  were  drunk  during  the  evening,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  by  singing 
"  Auld  Lang  Syne."— James  Reynolds. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex.  —  The  water  is  now  m 
line  condition,  and  good  catches  may  be  expected.  On 
Feb.  13,  several  jack  were  taken  at  Beeleigh  Weir  and 
Langford  waters.  Mr.  T.  Springett  secured  tbrae,  and 
F.  Keen  one  roach.  Roach  fishing  has  been  off,  but  no 
less  than  twenty  jack  have  been  taken  this  week  from 
Beekigh.  F.  Anderson  had  a  jack  of  81b.  on  Monday.— 
F.  Keen.  ,      "     ,  . 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Kewington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.— We  had  a  „ 
attendance  on  Tuesday  last.  Several  members  have 
teen  out  during  the  week,  one  having  two  jack  at  St. 
Margaret's.  Mr.  Frayling's  election  was  confirmed,  and 
several  important  matters  were  discussed  and  disposed  of. 
Our  first  meeting  night  in  March  will  be  Monday,  March  1, 
instead  of  Tuesdiy.  The  committee  will  meet  on 
Tuesday  next  at  9  30  to  deal  with  important  business.— 
H.  Sto(- KDALE. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  lavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn.— On  Feb.  14  Mr.  Collins  sa\el 
p  from  a  blank  by  weighing  in  jack  from  the  sea 
members  are  requested  to  show  up  in  force  on  the  22nd 
to  bring  forward  business  of  importinca  —A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  14, 
the  following  weighed  in  :  Messrs.  E.  Lamb  jun.  and  W. 
Richard  jun.,  a  prize  each  ;  the  following  for  gross  weight, 
Messrs.  H.  Collings,  Richards,  Eeu.,  Lamb,  sen.,  J.  Smith, 
Drawbridge,  Bedwell,  and  Hart.  Wednesday  next  special 
meeting.— A.  Lewis. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— On  Feb.  14  we 
fished  a  p»gged-down  match  at  St.  Margaret's,  resulting  as 
under :  Messrs.  S.  Dulieu,  first,  one  jack,  61b.  2£oz. ; 
J.  Merrick,  second,  61b.  roach  ;  T.  Slade,  third,  21b.  lOoz. 
roach;  C.  Dennis,  fourth,  one  jack;  and  J.  Franks, 
fifth,  perch.  This  finishes  our  special  prizes  tor  this 
season.  Mr.  B.  Preston  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  not 
many  in  number,  weight  141b.  2Jlb— C.  Brockett. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  l  eb.  14, 
when  the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Wyall,  nice  show  of 
perch  -  Reitz,  perch;  Carter,  roach;  Thompson,  roach; 
and  Watson,  perch.  On  the  16th  our  delegate  gave  Ins 
report  of  the  Anglers'  Association,  which  was  well 
received  by  the  members  present.  Members  are  requested 
to  attend  on  Tuesday  to  fix  date  for  the  concert  which 
takes  place  in  March.— W.  Skeggs. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston,  Maple 
road,  Penge.— Four  of  our  members  paid  a  visit  to  the 
II.  rmondsey  Brothers  on  Monday  night,  and  were  highly 
delighted  at  the  great  success  of  their  meeting.  One  ot 
our  members  had  a  nice  show  of  jack  from  P'iva»;™e,r, 
On  the  15tb,  Mr.  J.  Morriss,  331b.  ooz.  Mr  W.  *ield 
wtigbed-in  roach  and  chub,  from  Esher,  on  the  loth.— 

^  Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras 
road,  N.W.-On  Feb.  14,  Mr,  Boutller,  -'.lb.  ha/..,  road 
an.l  dace  (best  lib.  7*0/..).  Strange,  but  true,  two  prizes 
hive  gone  a-begguig  for  three  weeks.  Hope  to  see  us  well 
represented  at  the  musical  visit  on  Feb.  21.    K.  t, 

Prince  of  Wales'  Angling  Society,  Wind 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.-We  had  nice  shows 
of  perch  and  roach,  from  the  Thames   on  the  14th,  by 
Messr  .  (  list,  Robbins,  Hayncs,  Wheeler,  Blateh,  and 
Davis.— F.  Wheeler.     •  n.  , 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms  U  Lliapei- 
atreet,  Edgware-road.-On  Feb.  14,  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Yocalo,  roach:  Brett,  perch; 
Haidine  perch  and  dace  (one  of  the  perch  a  very  hue 
irecimenb  Taylor,  roach  and  dace,  two  ot  the  cV-e  were 
specimens  (ore  weighing  1  U.z.).  A  programme  concert  . 
aid  of  (1...  A  .  15.  S.,  will  take  place  on.  March  s  wh en  al 
anglers  and  friends  are  cVdially  invited,  plenty  ot  g >o  1 
tdent  is  promised.  A  spe  cial  mcO'ing  will  he  held  on 
Tuesday,  March  2,  important  business.— Geo.  Kkkm.. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  The  ltese  and 
Crown,  Lisson-street,  Maryltfbone.  N.W.-On  Kb.  II 
several  of  our  members  were  out,  nnlwe  had  some  nice 
i  perch  shown,  with  a  few  roach  ;  the  perch  were  al  toll  ot 
spawu>and  looked  very  nice  as  they  lay  on  the  trays-.  - 
A.  E.  Payne 


"'Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Anns 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.— On  Feb.  14 


Ithe  following 


weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Longhnd,rand  Roach.  We 
were  poorly  attended  last  meeting  night,  but  still  got 
through  what  business  we  had  on  the  books.  Next 
Wednesday  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  we  hope  to  see  a 
good  attendance. — Reporter. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New- 
street,  Kennington .  —  Our  competition  at  Staines  on 
Feb.  14  resulted  in  all  the  prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs. 
A.  Mcrrell,G.  Turner,  H.  Allan,  E.  Beale,  and  Donnan. 
The  fish  consistei  of  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon.  Mr.  H. 
Josephs  (not  in  the  match)  weighed-in  a  jack  and  soma  nice 
perch.— H.  Allan. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— Several  mem- 
bers were  out  on  the  14ih,  but  only  two  met  with  success, 
W.  Bignell  having  bream,  and  T.  Stevens  roach  and 
bream. — W.  Anstey.  . 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  R>i,'ng 
oun,  Rockingham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E.— 
We  fished  for  our  February  prizes  on  Feb.  14  at  Kingston 
when  Messrs.  E.  Smith  and  Crook  took  fiist  and  second 
pikes  with  a  fine  show  of  roach.— G.  Bye  (sec.  pro.  tew.) 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Hope. 
Pollard's-row,  Bethnal  Green.— We  had  a  fine  show  ot 
roach  and  bream  on  Feb.  14  by  Messrs.  D.  Flint  W. 
Wells,  W.  Hoopar,  and  T.  Jones.  On  and  after  Feb.  21 
we  shall  be  at  our  new  clubhouse— meetiog  nights  Wed- 
nesdays and  Sundays— The  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Felix- 
ttreet,  Cambridge  Heath,  where  all  communications  must 
be  addressed.— T.  Jones. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials.  Club  and 
Institute.  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E.— The  two  la. 
prizes  left  over  from  the  February  outing  were  won  on 
Feb  14  by  Messrs.  J.  H.  Davies  and  Smith  with  a  show  ot 
roach.  Mr.  P.  Alluni  also  weighed-iu  roach  and  dace.  I 
should  like  to  see  a  better  attendance  at  the  weekly 
meetings— A.  G.  Smith: 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon,  235,  Camberwell-road.— On  Feb.  14  Messrs. 
Boo?man  and  Lee  took  the  two  outstanding  prizes.  On 
Feb  21  we  fish  for  two  new  prizes  at  Sunbury.  Un 
Wednesday  last  Messrs.  Fovargue  and  Delhaye  took  the 
first  and  second  prizes  ;  the  remaining  five  will  be  fished 
for  on  Wednesday  next  at  Sunbury  .—J .  J.  i  . 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road  Stepney— Ou  Feb.  14  the  following  weighed-iu  : 
Messrs.  Jolly,  one  jack,  weighing  121b  ;  Morgan,  bream, 
dace,  and  roach;  Woodford,  roach;  iSbren,  roach.— W. 
Woodford.  .  . 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Gale- 
donian-road.-Several  of  our  members  fished  for  four 
prizes  at  Bourne  End  on  the  11th  mst  all  b 3. eg  taken 
Mr  Geo-ge  (our  treasurer)  being  first  with  nearly  91b.  of 
roach  anf  perch,  Mr.  Mills  (our  president)  being  second 
with  nearly  51b.  of  perch.— Thos.  F.  Ward. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid  s  Head- 
Broadway,  Deptford.— Several  members  were  out  on 
Feb  14.  Mr.  G.  Marsh  had  pike  and  perch  ;  ana  L.  bkeates, 
nike  The  members  fish  pegged-down  at  Kingston  on 
Feb.'  28,  for  a  pair  of  pictures,  and  an  angler  s  knife—  rt. 

T  Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White ,  Lio* i  Albert 
EmbaiAment.-Only  one  of  ours  had  fish  on  Feb  14-  Mr 
H.  Pain,  roach  and  dace.  We  had  a  good  meeting  en  the 
26th.  Mr.  G.  Kirk  in  the  chair,  pro.  tem.  We  fish  101 
pr fee's  on  Feb.  21,  at  Datchet,  roving  from  Albert  Bridge 
to  Old  Windsor  Lcck,  both  sides  of  the  cutting  included. 
Usual  conditions  ;  cease  fishing  at  5.30  o  clock,    tt.  U. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Blacl! *  BXFulham-road.  Chelsea,  S.W.-On  Wednesday 
last  Mr.  Griffen  was  nominated  a  working  member.  Our 
outing  to  Marlow  on  Feb.  14  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  J. 
Brixey,  jack  and  roach,  first;  Mr  A.  King  jack  and 
tenchf  second  ;  Mr.  A.  Glaes,  perch  (largest  lib.  9*OZ .), 
third  Mr.  H  Templeman,  perch  and  rpaob.J fourth s 
Mr  T  Jarvis,  roach  and  dace,  fifth;  Mr.  C.  Wake,  roach 
and  perch,  sixth  Mr.  0.  Wake  reported  a ,  v,«t  to 
Beimonds^y  Brothers  on  Monday  last— 1 .  a.  Uai  don. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.-We  had  a  very 
handsome  show  of  fish  on  Feb.  14,  nearly  sixty-four  being 
which  was  a  welcome  treat  alter  the  storms  and 
floods  Mr.  Morgan  secured  a  jack  , lb.  Mi r.  Knignt, 
jack  51b.,  and  slveral  perch  over  lib.  ;  Mr.  J.  Stevens, 
ffl  lib  !  Mr.  Marshall,  jun.,. jack,  l..lb.  2oz.  Messrs 
Beaumont  Eaton,  Tisley,  Moore,  Blythc  I  load,  lord 
Oda"t,  and   Callcutt  also  weighed-in  jack,  perch,  and 

,UWarworth'  Waltonians  Angling  Society    Sj . 

Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  B.B.- 
A  very  fine  sho  v  of  fish  (all  roach)  was  the  result  of  the 

^iirt^p»S^w^W Society'  cTh 

Md  Bott^Tbc  Grove,  Stratford,  B.-Our  member. 

ue  e  ,  t  on  Feb.  I  I,  and  the  following  welded  ...  :  Mr 
M     M     •<    Mb    &W.  Of  roach;   Mr.  PeMW,  Mb.  64<W.  of 

Lcb  and  i  ck;  Mr.  John  Newton,  21b.  ll  ,o,.o  roach 
roacn  ana  J»»"'T  Nowtow, 81b. 6I08.  of  roaohj  Mr. 
1h,  ,'!'r  ael  M  M  ilo  ,  Lib  2oz.  of  roVob  ;  Mr.  W.  Bwad- 
,  '  il  «;  ,z.  of  r.,ach  and  bream.  I  hope  our  members 
iff'  not  orgat  our  monthly  meeting  on  Wedn.sd.y, 
Feb  24  as  we  want  their  opinio.,'  whore  we  are  going, to 
have  our  las.  match  ,  f  the  sr-ason.-lL  WWTMB. 

Wellington  Angling  Society     I, e  i.m.u^n 
frnavPi.or-terraee.  Cainlx-Twell,  h.h.—  >Ve  iimi  lor  inn 
'S  e        W  T >  llickmanworth.    As  thi.  will  be  our 

morning;  one  rod  only  ;  jaek  barred.-W.  tt.  W. 


Westminster  Angling  Society,  Telegraph,  Re- 
gency-street,  S.W.— We  had  some  good  shows  on  Feb.  II 
ov  Messrs.  Cawley,  Richardson,  Lowther  and  hecarius. 
On  the  21st  we  fish  in  the  Lea,  at  Rye  House  for  three 
prizes.  Go  down  by  9.8  a.m.,  and  return  ,  .20  p.m. :  one 
rod. — The  Mole.  .  .  .  , 

West  Newington  Angling  Society  humg  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E.-Ou  leb  14  Mr 
Montgomery  weighed-in  61b.  14oz.  roach  and  dace,  two  ot 
the  former  going  lib.  2*os.,  and  Ub.  ios.  .espectively. 
( »ur  competition  takes  place  on  B  eb.  28  ^conditions,  &c.. 
to  be  arranged  on  Wednesday,  17th.— Of.  M. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.— 1  he  match 
fished  on  the  14th  resulted  in  only  two  prizes  being  won.  M  r. 
H  A.  Rolt  was  first  with  perch,  the  largest  brace  weighing 
21b  2ba.,  and  Mr.  D.  Kelley,  second,  with  the  same  kind 
of  fi'h  The  prizes  not  taken  will  be  competed  tor  to- 
morrow between  Teddiugton  and  Molesey.  1  he  following 
members  weighed-in  this  week .:  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  two 
bream  from  tna  Thames  going  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Howden,  roach 
(including  one  specimen  weighing  lib.  lboz.)  from  the 
Thames ;  and  Mr.  Golding  a  lib.  roach  and  a  perch. 
Another  Wimbledon  angler,  unattached,  took  a  roach 
an  ounce  short  of  21b.  in  the  Thames  on  r  nday—  U'^  - 

S  Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road.  Plumstead.— Several  members 
were  out  this  week,  and  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
F  Cresswell  (one  roach,  lib.  2Jlb.l,  roach,  /lb.;  J.  K. 
Howcroft,  roach,  21b.  2Joz.  ;  W.  G.  Northam  (ona  roach, 
lib.  6ioz.),  roach,  (51b.  14|oz.  ;  F.  Ingram,  one  jack, 
21b.  7ioz. — P.  Smith. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  delegates  met  at  Foresters'  Hall  on  Monday 
last,  the  15th  inst.,  when  the  chair  was  occupied  by  the 
vice-president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett.  After  the  ordinary 
routine  business  had  been  concluded,  a  long  discussion 
ensued  regarding  Langford  Hall  Fishery,  in  which  many 
members  joined,  including  Messrs.  Murphy.,  Manning, 
Parker,  Close,  Wright,  Stockdale,  and  the  chaiimau  On 
a  division  being  called  it  was  agreed  to  give  up  this  fishery, 
as  owing  to  its  long  distance  from  London  it  has  not  been 
so  well  patronised  as  it  ought  cousideriog  its  great  cost  to 
the  associa '  ion.  .  ,. 

A  member  drew  the  attention  ot  the  meeting  to  a  num- 
ber of  letters  which  have  recently  appeared  m  the  public 
Press  on  the  subject  of  the  amalgamation  of  the  two 
associations.  The  vice-president  replied  that  he  was  in 
favour  of  amalgamation,  and  he  believed  the  president 
and  others  of  this  association,  together  with  the  members 
of  both  associations,  were  also  in  favour  ot  this  good  work  ; 
but  he  believed  that  the  great  obstacle  of  such  a  union 
was  the  officers  of  the  other  assocntion. 

As  far  as  he  was  concsrned,  he  was  quite  prepared  to 
resign  his  post,  and  he  believed  Mr.  ( ieen  and  the  others 
of  this  association  were  also  willing  t  o  do  so  provided  it 
would  help  on  such  a  desirable  end.  And  he  asked  the 
Press  to  take  notice  that  what  he  meant  by  resigning  was 
once  and  for  all,  so  that  the  other  and  weaker  association 
should  at  once  sse  that  it  was  a  permanent  resignation  and 
not  for  a  year,  at  tin  close  of  winch  the  old  members  ot 
the  Anglers'  Association  might  outvote  those  ot  the 
Central  and  so  reiustate  him  agaiD  . 

The  chairman  read  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  Si. 
William  Birt,  together  with  his  reply,  congratulating  him 
on  thf  honour  of  knighthood  having  been  eon  erred  on 
Wm  by  her  Majesty  the  Queen.  A  letter  From  the  widow 
o  Mr  Sherringt »  (lately  drowned  wh.Lt  t.sh.ng)  was  re:  1 
thanking  us  for  our  letter  of  synipathj r  to  bar.  Mr. 
Murphy,  our  representative  to  the  'l.A.l  .b.,  made  his 
Teport  'from  which  it  app  ared  this  society  was  do,..? 
good  work  for  Than.es  anglers.  Amongst  ot  . 
matters,  11,000  good  stock  fish,  obtained  from  Kpsou 
had  been  transferred  to  the  Thame* ;  also  MM .* 
fish  from  the  recent  netting  of  IHMW.  a^JS*°5 
Mr.  Buttery  was  also  read,  drawing  the  attention 
members  to  the  aforesaid  restocking  operafaogld  g 
T  A.P  S.  The  visiting  officers  reported  as  follows  .  Mr 
Manning  had  visited  the  West  llan.  Brothers,  when 
twelve  Clubs  were  represented  in  a  large  «K«tt  0* 
•mfflers  The  A.  15.8.  box  yielded  1'2  Us.  Mr  llnnling 
1  efd  a  i^cep  ion  at  the  St.  John's  Angling  Society,  «  here 
hi  had  a  v.u-y  good  muster,  at  which  delegates  from  I «  entj 
clubs  were  present,  and  the  singing  was  par  icularly  good. 
Mr  Harris  held  one  of  the  finest  meetings  he  ever  had  at 
the  Cobden  Angling  Society.    Sixt.cn  clubs  were  rcpre- 

Inted,  and  U  baJJ  ^^S^Sf^J^  ' 
who  contributed  the  large  sum  ot  .€10  10s.  to  the  A.IJ.o. 
Mr  Armstrong  visited  the  Clapham  .l unction  Angling 
Society  where  he  had  a  crowded  meeting  th.r  eeu  elu Im 
E  represented.  He  had  also  attended  the  .lolly 
&ersP  Angling   Society    wgie  1  *jb.  had 

delegates  present.  The  roll  having  been  c  o  l  was 
found  fifty-one  clubs  were  represented.  A  »  .  o  Od IWMH 
L.heclirman  Cosed  the  „roc  


m         II.,  umift  —  OoUD    New>    I'oll    A  Mil.EBS.— 

Mhlg  •  wa':.,     ,  -t',,  «        Monday,  it  has 

Urgequantity  of  ice  oi  lo«n  o..  We,  ay.t . i.  • 

„,,«a  barelya  mile  lr  ...  the  mc-  moutl  .  I  o  t  .»» 
iraa  more  aiuurenl  on  Saturday  night  "  »"  l',lk'  ° 
Suthe     nd'solTertotle.  MeMtT  Sell..,- of  a  long  C 

lll  of  llln  tiding  with  bag  ,.,t.    njm  .he  ; 
Mn,,i  ,„  Meikle  Perry  na«  been  productive  <>t  .« 

Sn^itwWoV.in  be  welc  d  by  tie  leueei  o  the 

KlS  ThtSB  nets  arc  not  to  be  put  on  he  ore  A  I. 
This  will  allow  1  free  run  of  salmon  during  the  «pn»K 
months. 
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RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich.— <  hving  to  the  low  state  of 
the  w, it cr the  Duke  <  I'  Portland  has  not  a-rived  yot,  hut  it 
expected  to  Arrive  today  l  Wednesday).  The  1  iver  is  now 
in  flood  llooj,  and  I  expeot  hia  GruC3  will  land  a  few 
before  night.  Look  (Jich  is  in  full  Hood,  and  in  excellent 
form  for  anglin?.  Old  Angus  fad  a  catt  on  the  iiirer,  on 
Katurdny,  and  l>u.d->d  ono  salmon.  I  don't  prudic"  a  good 
fensou  on  the  (iurry,  owing  to  the  heavy  catoh  of  fish  in 
the  Ness  nets  on  the  opening  day.  Tons  of  fish  were  got. 
Ina  normal  winter  sjaton  tho3e  fish  would  ha\e  got  as  tar 
inland  a*  Loeh  Oich  and  livir  Garry,  cons  ijucntly  it  will 
liaxm  that  lithings  more  thin  Loch  Ness  and  river  Oich. — 
Hison. 

Loch  Ness  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.).— Sinn-  t lie 
opening  d  ly  the  weather  has  heen  unfavourable,  the  first 
two  days  being  tco  culm  and  the  others  rather  stormy. 
However,  the  catch  was  good.  Meters.  Malcolm,  Gordon, 
Campbell,  and  Robertson,  Glasgow  gentlemen,  staying  at 
Chisfiohn's  Hotel,  landod  eleven  salmon  of  an  average  of 
I81h.  Five  fish  were  got  from  the  Lovat  Arms,  including 
a  beautiful  22  pounder,  landed  by  Mrs.  Uavis  on  the  Kith. 
I  hear  of  seven  fish  being  got  from  Invermoriston  Hotel. 
On  river  Oich  Capt,  llibet  landed  a  20-pounder  on  Tues- 
day. The  river  is  in  good  Hood,  and  a  good  record  is 
expected. 

Stour  (  Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  is  still  in  lirst- 
class  order  for  angling,  if  anything  rather  on  the  bright 
side.  Jack  have  been  feeding  well  during  the  week, 
several  rods  having  from  four  to  six  each  in  the  day's 
sport,  but  1  have  not  heard  of  any  over  (ilb.  Roach  are 
feeding  shy.  Although  one  angler,  on  the  14th,  had  201b. 
of  fish,  bags  on  the  average  did  not  run  about  51b.  Gentles 
or  paste  the  best  lure.— W.  L.  Bainbbidge. 

CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling-  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney. — On  Feb.  14  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in  :  Messrs.  J.  Jagot,  C.  Osborne,  J.  Jagot, 
ten.,  C.  Bunyon,  and  A.  Skilleter.  We  had  a  nice  show 
of  rcaoh  and  perch  from  the  Lea.  Will  members  please 
attend  next  Wednesday  on  important  business.  —  H. 
Haines. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  fished  for 
February  series  of  prizes  on  the  14th,  at  Amberley,  when 
oulytwo  were  won,  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  and  W.  Taylor.  On 
Monday,  the  loth,  a  visit  on  the  Central  Association  List 
was  paid  to  this  SDciety,  which  proved  a  great  success  ;  in 
fact,  1  am  informed,  on  good  authority,  that  it  was  a 
record,  thirty-nine  societies  answering  the  roll  call,  several 
of  them  in  very  large  numbers ;  and  on  Tuesday,  the  10th, 
the  Dalstou  Angling  Society  paid  us  a  friendly  visit,  their 
host,  Mr.  Peek,  in  the  chair,  and  I  need  hardly  say  that 
under  his  general  presidency,  ard  in  such  jolly  company, 
a  most  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  I  take  this  opportunity 
of  returning  the  thanks  of  the  B.B.'s  to  those  societies 
who  favoured  us  with  their  presence  on  those  evenings, 
and  to  assure  them  we  shall  not  forget  to  return  the  com- 
pliment on  future  occasions. — Alf.  Conn. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
Feb.  14  Messrs.  A.  Howland,  T.  Twyman,  and  K.  Baxter- 
were  the  only  ones  to  weigh-iD.  On  the  21st  the  last 
match  of  the  season  will  take  place,  from  Marlow  Bridge 
to  Temple  Lock  ;  two  rods  ;  all  fish  to  weigh-in ;  each 
member  to  catch  his  own  bait,  and  go  down  by  tha  8.43 
f  roui  Westbourne  Park  ;  register  names  at  the  Wheat- 
sheaf  Inn,  and  register  fish  same  place  not  later  than 
seven  o'clock. — Twy.man. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road— On  Wednesday  last  it  was 
arranged  that  an  outing  should  take  place  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's on  Feb.  28  for  five  prizes.  I  hope  members  will 
attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  make  final  arrangements.— 
Phil. 


Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — Our  outing  of  Feb.  14,  to 
Wade's  Mill,  was  a  success.  A  dozen  jack  were  taken, 
the  best  01b.  2oz  ,  by  Mr.  Catt.  Mr.  Head  weighed-in 
some  good  roach;  Mr.  H.  Creek,  roach;  and  Mr. 
Coolbi  ar,  perch.  Host  Dixon  provided  a  good  dinn:r,  and 
wjs  du!y  thanked.— .1.  A.  Oliver. 

I'unny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road. — Our  members  were  out  on  Feb.  14,  and 
the  following  weighed-in  :  H.  Haines,  101b.  foz.,  roach; 
F.  Vanhegan,  dace,  2|  iz.— H.  Smith. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  I'entonville,  N. — We 
had  a  fair  show  of  fish  on  the  14th  inst.,  the  following 
weighing-in  roach,  chub,  and  perch,  from  the  Thames: 
Messrs.  J.  A.  Fitch,  41b.  lloz.  j  J.  Hewitt,  .'Jib.  lloz.,  one 
chub  21b.  7oz. ;  J.  Evans,  .'lib.  !>oz.  ;  C.  Large,  'Jib.  14oz., 
including  a  roach  of  lib.  12Joz.  ;  J.  Watling,  (ilb.  130Z.  ; 
C.  Watling,  J.  Choppin,  and  H.  Watling  having  smaller 
takes.  From  otlur  waters:  J.  Osborne,  roach,  111b.  13oz. ; 
Wellogg,  rudd,  131b.  lloz.  A  special  smoking  concert 
has  teen  arranged  for  Monday,  March  8,  at  our  club- 
house, for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  John  Trowbridge. — J.  A. 
Fitch. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne- 
roid. — On  Feb.  1 1  we  fished  at  Windsor  for  eight  prize3, 
but  only  two  were  taken  by  Messrs.  Mothersole  and 
Hollom.  The  remainder  will  be  fished  for  on  Feb.  21,  at 
the  same  place.  Messrs.  Gilder  and  Pence  had  131b.  of 
roach  each  from  the  Thames.  We  have  ananged  a  match 
for  Feb.  28.  Will  members  show  up  next  Wednesday  and 
settle  conditions,  &c,  of  same  ? — A.  Ide. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swake- 
ley  Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.— On  the  14th  and  17th 
Mr.  C.  J.  Carter  weighed-in  2Mb.  15oz.  of  loach,  bream, 
and  dace  from  Twickenham  ;  and  on  the  14th  Mr.  A.  B. 
Mason,  (ilb.  7oz.  of  roach  and  perch  from  Henley.  Compe- 
tition on  the  21st.    Just  a  reminder. — A.  B.  M. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell  Grove. — During  tb*  week  we 
hive  had  some  extraordinary  shows  of  fish,  mostly  from 
Fordinglridge.  Monday  and  Tuesday  :  Mr.  W.  F.  Grim- 
mett,  ~6Jlb.,  ircluding  a  pike  of  91b.  10oz.,  and  roach, 
lib.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  C.  Newbury,  831b.  roach  (best  fish 
lib.  10oz.).  Wednesday  :  Mr.  B.  W.  Shonfeld,  three 
pike  (bes1-,  fish  111b.  3oz.)  ;  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp.  81b.  15o/.. 
(best  reach  lib.  lloz.)  ;  Mr.  Grinnnett,  341b.  14oz.,  in- 
cluding a  pike  of  121b.  loz.  ;  Messrs.  Elliott  and  New- 
bury together  171b.  lOoz.  roach.  Thursday  :  Messis. 
Crisp,  pike,  231b.  7oz.  (best  cue  121b.  13oz.)  ;  Newbury, 
one  pike,  41b.  ;  Grimmett,  four  pike,  141b.  12oz., 
131b.  9oz  ,  51b.  loz.,  5lb.  ;  Shonfeld,  four  pike,  171b  2oz. ; 
Chamness,  three  pike,  101b.  lOoz. ;  Salter,  from  Cook- 
ham,  one  perch,  lib.  l^oz.  ;  Baldwin,  from  the  Cam, 
roach  and  dace,  1  lib.  lofoz.,  including  seven  dace, 
41b.  5Joz.    Total  for  four  days,  35  lib.  12oz. — Abe. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Great  Barlow- 
street,  Marylebone. — The  following  had  fish  on  Feb.  14  : 
Mr.  H.  Dutton,  roach;  Mr.  Hill,  roach;  Mr.  W. 
Hutchings,  reach,  perch,  and  jack;  Mr.  Logan,  two  jack 
ard  perch. — H.  S.  Norbis. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow,  E.— On  Feb.  15  our  match  took  place, 
in  which  Mr.  G .  Salmon  was  the  winner  of  the  left-over 
prize  with  perch.  Alf.  Barclay  showed  a  nice  tray  of 
roach;  Messrs.  Tim  O'Sbanohun,  roach;  Tissaau,  roach 
and  perch ;  Merigold,  roach  and  dace.  Two  working 
members  were  proposed  at  our  last  meeting. — F.  Rigna- 

TELLI. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Feb.  14, 
the  following  members  weighed-in  fish.  Messrs.  J.  Petrie, 
roach,  71b.  2Joz.  ;  S.  King,  roach,  (ilb.  Joz. ;  Krillie. 
roach,  lib.  lloz.  ;  Barton,  roach,  lib.  3oz.— W.  Alius. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— Our  tinal  outing  for  this 
season  will  take  place  at  Witham.    A  good  muster  is 


requested  for  next  Tuesday  to  make  tinal  arrangements  fo  I 
the  same. — PELICAN. 
South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List 

— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Firm  ani  I 
True  A.S.,  Prince  George,  Hillingdon-street,  Walworth,  oi 
March  2,  when  I  trust  that  every  soeiety  on  the  list  will  bit 
represented,  they  having  kindly  postponed  their  visit  from 
the  Kith  inst.  to  oblige  the  Bermondsey  Brothers. — A.C.s 
Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers'  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.  —  The  following 
weighed-in  roach,  perch,  and  dace:  Mr.  Renn,  Mr.; 
Chambers,  Mr.  Walker,  and  G.  Styman.  Our  next  mat 
will  take  place  on  March  7  ;  arrangements  to  be  ma 
next  Thursday,  Feb.  25. — W.  Harden. 


UNNATURAL  NATURAL  BAIT. 
There  are  various  kinds  of  natural  baits  that  are  use 
to  capture  fish,  and  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  for  kr= 
pike  to  be  caught  by  using  a  water  rat  or  young  ducklin 

as  b  lit. 

A  mackerel  makes  a  very  good  bait  for  a  porpoise, 
properly  secured  on  powerful  treble  hooks,  and  I  ra>'- 
member  catching  one  some  years  ago  about  5ft.  long,  and 
weighing  about  ljcwt.,  which  gave  me  as  smart  a  bit  of 
sport  for  an  hour  and  a  half  as  ever  1  had  in  my  life. 

Some  years  ago  a  friend  of  mine,  who  was  breeding 
trout  in  Cornwall,  was  greatly  troubled  with  a  heron  who 
used  to  wade  about  in  the  ponds  and  feed  on  the  young 
trout.  They  could  not  get  near  enough  to  shoot  it.  They 
tried  snares  and  all  kinds  of  traps  without  success.  I 
suggested  that  a  smelt  or  sprat,  which  would  be  more 
easily  teen  than  a  trout,  should  be  mounted  on  a  pike 
tackle  and  be  made  fast  to  about  twenty  yards  of  line  and 
be  left  in  the  pond  overnight.  This  was  done,  and  a 
watch  kept ;  in  the  early  morning  the  heron  as  usual  came 
for  his  .breakfast  and  was  allowed  ten  minutes  or  so  to 
himself.  When  the  keeper  went  down  the  bird,  of  course, 
^rose,  but  was  brought  up  at  20yds.  by  the  line.  He  had 
fairly  gorged  the  smelt,  and  was  firmly  hooked,  so  there 
was  no  difficulty  in  hauling  him  in  and  giving  him  his 
quietus. 

The  most  novel  natural  bait  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  is' 
using  black  babies  for  catching  crocodiles.  This  in  some 
parts  is  carried  out  extensively,  and  babies  are  lent  out  by 
their  parents  for  this  kind  tf  work,  and  the  fattest  baby, 
or  the  one  that  has  the  large  ,t  pair  of  lungs,  is  always 
chosen  for  the  job.  The  mode  of  proceeding  was  as 
follows  :  The  baby  is  taken  to  the  bank  of  the  lake  where 
crocodiles  abound,  and  is  put  in  a  sort  of  net  bag,  having 
its  head  and  arms  free.  To  the  net  bag  is  fastened  a  rope, 
which  leads  away  behind  some  bushes,  where  the  hunters 
secrete  themselves.  The  baby,  of  course,  not  liking  its 
berth,  cries  lustily,  and  this  attracts  the  crocodiles,  who 
come  come  after  their  prey.  As  soon  as  the  beast  is  near, 
the  biby  is  pulled  away,  and  the  men  in  hiding  soon 
despatch  the  crocodile  with  gun  or  spears.  I  presume 
the  baby  does  not  know  the  lisk  it  is  running,  for  should 
the  rope  slip,  or  anything  go  wrong,  it  would  be  a  ease  of 
good-bye  baby.  I  am  told  that  natives  make  a  lot  of 
money  by  letting  out  their  babies  for  this  kind  of  work. 

Plymouth.  William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 


Speaking  at  the  recent  annual  dinner  of  the  Bath 
Anglers' Association,  the  chairman,  Mr.  G.  Woodiwiss,  the 
mayor  of  Bath,  said  "the  chief  toast  of  the  evening  was, 
of  course,  that  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association,  in  sub- 
mitting which  he  had  told  the  mayoress  before  he  started 
out  that  he  knew  no  more  what  to  say  than  the  man  in  the 
moon,  and  she  replied,  '  Well,  don't  say  anything.'  A 
very  wise  remark  he  thought,  but  he  could  not  well  content 
himself  v  ith  that.  It  appeared  to  him  since  he  had  been 
in  the  office  of  mayor  that  he  was  called  upon  to  fulfil 
many  onerous  duties.  If  there  was  a  cock  fight  he  would 
be  called  upon  to  preside,  and  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to 
do  eo,  too." 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  LOCH  TAY 

Has  Commenced. 
Hotel   situated    within    five  minutes' 
walk   of   fishing   grounds.     For  Boats, 
&c,  apply 

P.  CAMPBELL,  Ardeonaig  Hotel, 

Loch  Tay,  Killin,  Perthshire- 


NOW  READY.— THIRD  EDITION. 

A  HANDY  GUIDE  TO  DRY-FLY  FISHING. 

By   cotswold    isys,  zmz.^l. 

Price  ONE  SHILLING,  in  neat  cloth  binding. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MAR8TON,  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED. 


[EXCELLENT  TROUT  FISHING  (about 
a  mile),  affording  undoubtedly  the 
best  obtainable  within  a  like  distance  of 
London,  to  be  LET  ;  twenty  minutes'  from 
City  and  West-end.-  Apply  to  Mossrs. 
Debenham,  Tkwson,  and  Co.,  80,  Cheap- 
side,  London,  E,C. ;  or  Messrs.  TrollopEj 
15,  Parliament-street,  Westminster. 


DOES  NOT 
CORRODE  THE 
SKIN ;  KEEPS 
IT  SMOOTH 
and  YELYETY. 

a  i\(/f°r  Sensitive  Skins),  Premier  Vinolia  Soap,  4d.  per  Tablet 

D^A/rvErD°r  ,tching'  Eczema,  Face  Spots),  1/11,  1/9. 
POWDER  (for  Nursery,  Redness,  Roughness,  etc.),  1/-,  19. 


WHERE  TO  GO  FOR  FISHING 

THE  ANGLER'S  DIARY  for  1897 

(Ready  about  April  1st) 

Will  contain  information  ou  the  following  subjects 
—Names  and  particulars  of  Fishing  Stations  in  the 
United  Kinudom,  Afrioa,  Amerioa,  Asia,  Europe, 
Australasia,  &o. ;  the  Close  Seasons  and  Cost  of  Rod 
Licenses  in  the  United  Kingdom;  Pages  in  Diary 
form,  for  entering  takes  of  fish,  &o.,  Ac. 

PRICE  Is.  6d. 

Sampson  Low,  Mabston  4  Company,  Limiim>, 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  K.C. 
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It  was  the  renowned  Baron  Munchausen  who  could 
hink  with  force,  and  lie  with  vigour  ;  it  is  my  difficulty  to 
,ave  to  lie  (in  bed)  perforce,  and  think  with  vigour.  And 
his  applies  to  one  of  the  mo3t  che>ry  aud  successful 
anuuets  of  which  the  Piscatorial  Society  can  boast.  In 
he  Venetian  Salon  of  the  Holbom  Restaurant,  adjoining 
he  society's  rooms,  sonu  200  members  and  guests  (Hi- 
rudins ladies)  assembled  on  Wednesday  night,  under  the 
-.residency  of  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson  (the  society's  curator), 
md  the  vice -presidency  of  Mr.  W.  T.  Galloway  (hon.  sec.). 
The  book-programmes  were   pictorially  illustrated  with 
•'all-page  angling  scenes— the  "Milkmaid's  Song"  and 
'Landing  the  Grayling  "—for  which  Mr.  Zaehnsdorf 
mH  take  the  chief  credit.     The  banquet  was  first-class 
iiid  the  proceedings,  very  properly,  were  musical  and 
entertaining  rather  than  verbal,  the  chairman  hiving 
areed  by  precept  and  example,  the  avoidance  of  verbal 
"sweetnes',  long  drawn  out."     The  angling  press  was 
more  immediately  represented  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
(editor  of  the  Fishinq   Gazette),  and  Mr.  \\  .  Senior 
(angling  editor  of  the  Field).     The  entertainment  was 
given  by  a  dozen  professional  artistes.    I  congratulate  the 
.  ictv  on  its  continually  increasing  success,  and  regret  my 
enforced  absence.    "  There  is  a  divinity  that  shapes  our 
ends  rough,— hew  them  as  we  will"!    1  read  the  menu, 
and  my  poor  thin  fin?ers  (in  imagination)  wont  for  some 
:  of  the  good  things  ;  but  did  I  not  have  my  beef  tea  ' 

1  was  unfortunately  unable  to  be  present  on  Monday 
evening  last;  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society  Mr.  Horace  H.  Brown  read  a  paper  entitled 
"  Lines  upon  Lines,"  and  I  am  told  that  it  was,  as  usual, 
spicy,  interesting,  and  instructive.  Mr.  Brown  came  in 
for  quite  an  ovation  at  the  close  of  his  reading.  Mr. 
O'Dowd  "showed"  some  nice  roach.  On  Monday  next, 
March  22,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  will  read  a  paper  before  the 
members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  Chair 
will  be  taken  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  committee  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society  met  on 
Monday  evening,  Feb.  15,  at  the  Golden  Lion  Hotel, 
Newmarket.  In- the  unavoidable  absence  of  Mr.  J.  tr. 
Oliver  the  chair  was  taken  by  Dr.  Aldrich,  and  there 
were  piesent  Messrs.  Rodrigo,  H.  Randall,  C  Wing, 
W  S  Owers,  H.  Howes,  0.  B.  Griffiths,  G.  A.  Manning, 
W'  Howlett,  &c.  The  rules  and  bye-laws  of  the  society 
were  revised  in  fulfilment  of  the  promise  made  by  the 
committee  at  the  annual  meeting  of  members,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  circulated  amongst  the  members.  Dr. 
Aldrich  was  aopointed  vice-chairman  of  the  committee, 
and  the  cards  of  membership  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
ordered  to  be  printed  on  buff  cloth-liued  cards.  A  sugges- 
tion that  the  committee  should  be  increased  in  number 
was  opposed  and  negatived,  on  the  ground  that  the  lules 
stipulated  that  the  committee  should  consist  ot  twelve 
■embers,  four  boing  selected  from  each  of  the  following 
to.vns  :  Bury,  Mildenhall,  and  Newmarket. 

 >  »>♦<  

In  the  evening  the  first  dinner  in  connection  with  this 
Society  was  held  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Aldrich, 
Mr  W.  S.  Owers  occupying  the  vica  chair.  There  were 
between  seventy  and  eighty  members  and  friends  present, 
and  Mr.  Howlett,  in  responding  to  the  toast,  'The  Lark 
Angling  Society,"  spoke  of  the  rapid  growth  the  Society 
had  made  since  a  small  number  of  anglers  discussed  at 
Bury  the  advisability  of  pres  rving  the  fishing  in  the 
River  Latk.  There  were  now  upwards  of  AW)  mem- 
bers enrolled  on  the  books.  Mr.  Manning  (Bury),  re- 
sponding for  the  district  secretaries,  said  he  was  pleased 
to  say  the  committee  had  at  last  come  round  to  h  s  way  ot 
thinking and  now  sanctioned  tie  fishing  for  tike  all  the 
year  round,  the  object  being  to  reduce  the  number  ot  pike 
in  the  river,  and  thereby  give  the  trout  a  better  chance  ot 
reaching  maturity.  Th's  was  what  Bury  hai  asked  tor 
from  the  first,  but,  hitherto,  he  and  his  friends  had  I  een 
out-voted  The  r -vised  rules,  if  observed  by  the  mem- 
bers would  bring  the  society  to  the  front,  and  gain  for  it 
a  respectable  name  amongst  the  angling  societies  ot  the 
country.  He  congratulated  fie  Newmarket  Committee, 
on  the  success  of  the  dinner,  which,  so  far  as  the  attend  nice 
was  concerned,  w,ould  not  easily  be  surpassed. 

 >  »  » ♦<  

Sik  WUmam  Cukliffe  Brooks,  Bart.,  has  let  for  the 
spring  months  bis  magnificent  salmon  fishing,  en  the 
Gl.-ntana  stretch  of  the  Dee,  to  Mr.  H.  T.  Barclay  and 
1  Mr  Percy  Laming.  This  is  about  the  best  part  of  the 
river,  and  the  sport  is  first  rate.  Sir  William  himself  will 
probably  go  abroad  this  spring. 

f  I  HAVE  received  a  copy  at  the  annua)  teport  of  the 
Life  Saving  Society.  This  admirable  society,  which  was 
founded  to  promote  technical  education  in  lite  raving 
and  resuscitation  of  the  apparently  drowned,  has  had  a 
•ear  of  progress  and  good  work,  and  the  Cent  ral  Exec- 
five  canT  with  justice,  repeat  the  statement  made  last 
year,  in  presenting  their  report,  "the  progress  made  m 
extending  the  beneficial  work  in  which  the  society  is 
en«aged  had  exceeded  their  matt  sanguine  anticipates, 
and  that  its  grand  aims  and  objects  are  now  almost 
universally  known." 

a  It  is  £  matter  of  gratification  to  find  that  the  incom  • 
•derived  by  the  society'  from  subscriptions  shows  a  steady. 

and  substantial  increase,  and  although  the  executive  have 
1  to  deplore  the  loss  through  various  causes  of  several 

supporters,  they  are  able  to  report  a  great  many  accessions 
f  to  the  roll  of  membership.    There  is  also  a  substantial 


increase  in  the  publishing  account,  and  the  balance-sheet 
shows  that  after  providing  for  all  liabilities,  the  year  1897 
commences  with  a  surplus  of  £51  4s.  9d.  In  view  of  the 
work  to  be  accomplished,  this  is  but  a  small  item,  and  in 
order  not  only  to  maintain  the  present  stand  >r  1,  but  to 
increase  it,  an  endeavour  should  be  made  to  gain  support, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  simply  augmenting  funds,  but  that 
the  society  may  be  enabled  to  extend  its  operations  and 
promote  its  aims  and  objects. 


Lakenham  for  many  miles  upwards  would  make  a  lovely 
trout  stream,  but  preservation  would  probably  be  a  work 
>f  enormous  difficulty  and  expense. 


In  order  to  encourage  the  practice  of  the  ba3t  methods 
of  saving  life  from  drowning,  a  National  Life  Saving 
Competition  was  orgauisel  in  1801  under  conditions 
which,  whilst  affording  instruction,  stimulate  many  to 
learn  how  to  perform  in  the  best  m  inner  that -which 
instincts  of  courage  and  humanity  lead  them  to  attempt. 
This  was  the  first  open  competition  of  that  character  pro- 
moted, and  it  is  most  satisfactory  to  note  the  enthusiasm 
with  which  it  has  been  taken  up. 

February,  here  in  Fast  Norfolk,  says  my  friend  C.  H. 
Taylor,  has  been  "February  Fill-Dyke"  with  a  .ven- 
geance, indeed,  ih  has  been  a  case  of  fill  dykes,  ponds, 
streams,  and  main  rivers,  to  bursting  point.    Although  in 
this  section  of  the  Bure  Valley  the  rise  of  water,  though 
very  great,  was  not  phenomenal,  the  dwellers  on  the  banks 
of  the  Yare  and  Wensum  were  in  many  cases  in  sorry 
plight.    This  is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  the  upper 
waters  of  these  rivers  drain  a  larger  area  than  the  Bure  ; 
and  the  Wensum  in  particular  is.  rich  in  tributary  becks 
and  streams,  all  of  which  contributed  their  full  flood 
resources  to  the  grand  total  of  watery  wast9  thit  lay  below 
the  city  of  Norwich,  more  or  less  the  whole  way  to 
Yarmouth.    The  influx  of  tide  is  also  felt  far  higher,  m 
any  amount  of  power,  in  the  Yare  (owing  doubtless  to 
the  more  direct  course  of    the    river   down    to  tt 
sea)  than  on  the  Bure.    Still,  "  all's  well  tint  end*  well, 
and  fortunately  no  lives  have  been  lost,  or  any  very  far- 
reaching  damage  reported,  although  it  is  to  be  feared  a 
good  many  of  the  poorer  classes  of  the  floe  del  porti  in  ot 
Norwich  will  have  to  dip  deep:r  iuto  their  pockets  to  re- 
instate the  ravage!  of  Wensum  and  Yare  than  is  comfort- 
ably compatible  with  their  slender  earning--.    1  should 
imagine  the  injury  to  angling  has  beeo   c  miparatively 
nothing  in  our  rivers  to  what  it  is  in  some,  as  our  floods 
are  not  usually  <  f  the  raging  turbulent  type,  but  giadual, 
steady,  and  far  spreading.    A  few  small  roach  try  some- 
times get  left  on  the  marshes,  but  seldom,  if  ever,  any 
appreciable  quantity. 


As  to  fishing.  At  present  things  piscatorial  can  hardly 
be  viewed  in  the  rosiest  of  tints,  but  there  is  a  vast 
improvement  over  the  state  of  affairs  last  week.  The  Bure 
has  fallen  to  a  shade  over  ordinary  winter  level,  and  the 
colour  is  distinctly  better,  though  not  quite,  what  one 
wou'd  like  to  see.  At  any  rate  the  ice  has  received 
effectual  notice  to  quit,  and  what  remains  ot  the  rather 
un-ventful  piking  season  of  1896-7  seems  to  promise 
favourably.  Some  friends  of  mine  killed  a  fine  lh-pounder 
on  a  bit  of  private  water  on  the  14th,  and  I  have  noticed 
tome  heavy  fish  moving  on  another  piece  ot  broad  in  the 
neighbourhood.  There  is  no  doubt  pike  will  spawn  fully 
as  early  this  year  as  in  1890,  as  (the  cold  snap  in  .Januiry 
excepted)  it  has  been  an  open  winter.  Roach  are  in 
especially  g.od  conditi  n  and  fighting  trim,  and  f  rom  n  >w 
on  to  April  excellent  baskets  can  bj  got— lor  numbers  and 
medium  size  near  Wroxham-for  size  and  fine  quality  from 
Coltishall  upwards.  White  paste  or  dough  cannot  ^be 
bettered  for  bait— but-and  this  should  be  writ  large  — 
ground  baiting  is  indispensable.  Theie  are  some  g  od 
perch  to  be  taken  here,  too,  with  worm  during  March. 

 >♦!■»<  

Those  of  our  Norfolk  anglers  who  are  trout  lisher.s  will 
soon,  slowly  but  surely,  begin  to  feel  the  insidious  advance 
of  "  salmofarioma.iia"  (this  is  not  German,  but  a  word 
expressly  invented  atd  claimed  by  your  correspondent  as 
expressive  of  the  love  of  trout  fishing)  steal  upon  them 
There  is  no  cure  for  that  disease  but  to  take  one  s  rod 
and  creel  and  wander  away,  on  some  soft  April  morning, 
with  a  southerly  wind  and  a  warm  luminous,  but  gently 
clouded  sky,  to  aid  the  angler  ...  his  efforts,  along  the 
grassy  banks  of  some  gliding,  eddj.ng  stream.  1  here  is 
no  branch  of  our  art,  p-rhaps,  can  compare  with  early 
serin*  trout  for  the  healthful,  moderate  exerc.se,  and 
intense  though  quiet  pleasure  it  can  give,  more  especially 
to  the  pent  up  city  angler,  who  has  spent  the  dreary  days 
of  winter  counting  them  away  one  by  one  as  they  bring 
him  nearer  to  cherished  spr.ng.  Salmon  t.sh.ng  . nay  be 
exciting  and  gra.d,  but  it  is  evclus.vely  the  sport  ot  the 
wealthy,  and  has  not  tin  indefinite  yet  potent  charm  of 

fcroutinK'    

TroUTINii  in  Norfolk,  however,  cannot  be  well  com 
menced  before  April,  and  the  opportun.es  then  are  not 
Tm-rous.  Although  there  are  many  exco  lent  fcrou 
"reams  -hey  are  ...amly  strictly  preserved .  and  Jeroare 
only  two  association  waters  of  any  not.— the  King  s  L>... 
md  the  lakenham  Club.  The  latter  by  the  way.  has,  1 
beSevei  nOW  reached  what  iBcons.dered  to  be  a  .,nd„-.ons 

n  it  .tf  membership.  The  Lynn  Club  M  too  far  vvest  ... 
the  county  to  be  acces  ible  to  many  anglers,  except  those 
n  the  vicinity  of  Lynn,  unless  one  makes  SwafTlian,  OJ 

ym  one's  headquarters  for  a  week  OX  more,  a-suming  of 
course  that  one  is  fortune  in  being  a  meml,  r.  The 
W  sh<  y  Glaven,  Stiffkcy,  and  various  becks  discharging  "  " 
,h  Wash  afford  exedlent  trout  fish.ng,  but  they  are  all  ... 
private  l  and*.  Come  p.ently,  Norfolk  tronl  anglers  are 
™r  a  numerous  bod v,  and  the  average  angler  ot  modest 
mea,'  au'ng  the.i  haVto  consider  himself  ;,tunate  ■  he 
<>et«  three  or  four  days  m  a  season.      1  he  1  are  tro... 


Have  any  readers  of  the  Fi.<hiiuj  Gazette  ever  caught 
rudd  with  livebait  ?  This  is  no  idle,  frivolous  question  on 
my  part,  but  a  case  of  earnestly  "  wantiug  to  know,  you 
know."  Neither  has  "  Cassell's  World  of  Woudeis,"  or 
the  whale  yarn  of  last  week's  F.G.  stimulated  my  usually 
sluggish  imagination  aud  unpreceelentol  efforts.  But  an 
angler  told  me  recently,  that  while  he  anl  another  of  that 
ilk  were  fishing  at  Ranworth,  dear,  dreamy,  marshy, 
breaniy,  reely  old  Ranworth,  for  perch  with  live  minnows 
for  bait,  they  caught  a  lit  of  tine,  well  conditioned  rudd. 
I  know,  of  course,  that  chub  take  minnows.  1  have 
caught  a  roach  with  a  Devon,  pike  with  paste,  and 
mussels  with  a  spoonbait  repeatedly  on  Wroxhani  Broad, 
but  I  always  regarded  the  mid  as  exclusively  a  vegetarian 
or  "  insectarian  "  feeder,  including  roughly,  worms  and 
gentles  in  the  last  category.  Are  all  my  early  beliefs  thus 
to  be  dashed  to  the  gronnl?  When  "  Dragnet"  gets 
well  1  shall  ask  him  :  he  has  always  been  regarded  by  mo 
as  the  dispenser  of  solid  petrified  truth.  May  he  soon  be 
amongst  us  ajain  is,  1  feel  sure,  just  now  the  unanimous 
sentiment  of  every  angler  who  has,  like  myself,  enjoyed 
the  pleasure  of  fishing  with  him. 

 >»»♦<  

ON  Wednesday,  March  3,  Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will  read 
a  paper  to  the  members  of  the  Kpsom  Angling  Society 
upon  "  Practical  Pike  and  Perch  Fishing."  F.  W. 
Coles,  Esq.,  the  president  of  the  society,  has  consented  to 
take  the  chair  upou  the  occasion.  During  the  evening 
H.  R.  Taylor,  Esq.,  will  oblige  the  company  with  a  banjo 
solo;  and  E.  E.  Jeffery,  Ksj.,  will  also  contribute  to 
the  harmony.  The  reading  will  commence  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  will  be  given  in  the  club-room  of  the 
Wellington  Hvtel,  High-street,  Epsom.  Anglers  and 
friends  are  cordially  invited. 

Mr.  F.  Brown,  h  n.  secretary  of  the  Reading  and  District 
Angling  Association,  announces  that  on  Feb.  -1A  the  annual 
general" meeting  will  take  p'aco  at  the  Great  Western 
Hotel,  Reading,  at  6.30  p.m.,  for  usual  business.  The 
annual  dinner  (James  Simonds,  .I.P.,  in  the  chair)  will  be 
held  at  the  same  place  on  the  same  evening  at  7  o'clock. 
Evening  dress  optional.  Tickets  of  the  stewards  or  hon. 
secretary.  t  »  >  «  ( 

The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Soeiety  uet'.ed  Hoisted  Keynes 
Lake  on  Feb.  14,  clearing  out  the  coarse  fish  prior  to 
stocking  with  trout.  Thousands  of  small  roach  aud  perch 
were  capture],  besides  seventy  to  eighty  fine  carp  up  to 
101b.  ;  100  tench,  and  a  number  of  bream, pike  and  eels. 
The  fish  wpre  transfenel  to  olher  private  waters  of  the 
Society.  Some  of  the  members  aie  no  doubt  a  little 
disappointed  at  the  clearing  out  of  the  coarse  fish,  thus 
talcing  away  their  sport.  They  mus .,  however,  remember 
that  the  society  has  been  growing  lapidly  in  membership, 
and  that  provi-ion  has  raturally  to  be  made  for  those 
members  and  subscribers  to  the  society's  funds  who  prefer 
to  throw  the  fly.  And,  by-the-bye,  the  fish  were  not  lost, 
or  onlv  a  small  cm antitv,  aud  the  netted  ones  were  placed 
in  other  of  their  own  wafers,  where  the  bottom  aud  coarse 
fish  anglers  will,  in  consequence,  enjoy  increased  sport. 

The  Hertford  Angling  Preservation  Society  has  just 
issued  its  eighth  annual  repo.t  from  which  a  continuation 
of  success  is  announced  in  stoekii  g  and  preservati  in.  An 
important  change  in  the  manigem.nt  took  pace  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  when  Mr.  Walter  (i.  Garratt  was 
elected  president,  by  whose  exertions  a  fund  was  success- 
fully  started,  to  which  many  ol  the  surrounding  gentry 
subscribed,  and  a  substantial  amount  raised  towards 
sup  lying  a  good  stock  of  trout  for  t lie  society's  waters. 
One  instalment  has  been  ah  eidy  turned  down,  and  a  further 
supply  is  on  order.  During  the  past  voir  the  water 
previously  rented  by  Mr.  Oram,  and  belonging  to  the 
Marquis  of  Salisbury,  has  been  acquired,  and  the  BOMetj 
now  has  one  of  the  b  st  trout  streams  m  Hertfordshire, 
noma  bream  hive  al.-o  been  introduced.  The  accounts 
show  a  small  balance  in  h  and.  The  annual  subscription  is 
His  fid  and  day  tickets  are  issued,  on  application  to  the 
hen.  secretary,  Mr.  W. Olsydon, Station  Hotel,  Hertford. 



THE  Canterbury  General  Purposes  Committee  had 
before  then,  on  Feb.  10  a  complain!  against  the  Stour 
Fishery  Protection  Ass  >eiat .<  n.  who  were  .  barged  b\ 
Councillor  Harris  with  netting  fish  from  the  tree  portions 
of  the  river,  and  thereby  breaking  a  covenant  in  I  hen- 
lease.  Tie  matter  was  the  roughly  thrashed  out,  and 
from  the  evidence  it  appeared  that  the  as  ooiatlOn  had 
merely  taken  some  mature  spawning  l.sh  forth-  p.m.  a- 
of  breeding  from,  to  the  bene3t  of  all  concerned,  and  fin- 
river  generally.  After  spawning  the  fish  were  returned 
to  the  river.  Such  a  proceeding  if  sanctioned  m  all 
salmon  rivers  under  Government  msr.e  :t.on  :  and  on  nil 
trout  streams  where  the  leases  are  drawn  out  as  they 
should  le  The  Association  have  a  hatchery  from  which 
they  turn  into  t he  i ii er  I housands  of  yearlings  (01  two 

veiY-olds)  annually,  and  it  seems  inexplicable  that  Conn 
cillor  Burls,  and  others  <f  the  General  Purposes  Com- 
mittee should,  by  their  action,  nlten.pt  to  destroy  tie 
usefulness  of  the  Pres  rvation  A  so,  ,at..  ..  wire',  has 
tram-formed  a  stream  that  was  almost  depleted  of  trout, 
into  a  most  prolific  fishery.  Councillor  Pope  proposed  .in 
amendment  to  Councillor  Harris's  proposition,  that  the 
Association's  lease  be  vo'd,  that  the  ma' tor  stand ad- 
jonrned  for  fourteen  dug.  I«  "  be  hoped  that 
eominonsense  will  prevail  at  flu-  next  medium  .,1  the 
Ceneral  Purposes  Committee,  and  that  the  Preservation 
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Association  will  be  empowered  to  net  spawning  fish  as 
they  require  them  to  restock  the  river  with  their  progeny. 
It  in  an  ascertained  tact  that  huh  spawned  artificially  by 
hand,  or  naturally  in  small  enclosed  ponds,  and  turned 
into  the  si  renin  as  yearlings  or  two-year-olds,  can  at  that 
a^e  look  after  themselves,  whereas  the  mortality  of  fry 
hied  in  the  river,  from  being  preyed  upon  by  large  fish 
and  various  other  causes,  would  he  at  leist  fifty  per  cent 

A.  I).  (I  ,  wiiting  from  Sherborne,  Dorset,  on  Feb.  1:  . 
says:  "While  spinning  u  small  roach  on  a  trout-sized  gut 
mounted  Bedford,  I  had  from  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton, 
and  single  salmon  gut  trace,  on  the  !)th  inst.,  I  struck  and 
landed  a  fine  pike  of  litjlb.  in  the  piidr  of  condition; 
shortly  afterwards,  on  tho  fame  bait,  I  hoiked  and  landed 
a  very  handsome  perch,  close  on  21b.  Water  about  here 
very  thick,  but.  beginning  to  line." 


While  a  large  catoh  of  6000  end  was  being  gutted  at 
the  curing  yard  ofMessra.  (ierry  on  Saturday,  at  Buckie; 
lianffshire,  a  curious  discovery  was  made.  On  one  cod 
being  opened  a  lemonade  bottle,  tightly  corked,  and  bear- 
ing the  name  of  Messrs.  ,7.  Hossaek  and  Co.,  Elgin,  was 
found  in  I  he  stomach.  The  bottle  was  opened,  and  apiece 
of  piper  was  found  inside.  It  win  apparently  a  leaf  torn 
hastily  from  a  pocket  book,  av  d  bore  the  inscription! 
"Schooner  1 1  lucio  foundered  eighty-six  miles  off  Dunnet 
Mead.    God  help  us.    .1.  Clunos,  Ghent,  Lerwick. " 

At  the  last  monthly  meeting  of  the  North  Walsham 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  King's  Arms  Hotel,  the 
president,  Mr.  H .  Matthews  occupied  the  chair.  Mr.  W. 
Smith  (secretary)  presented  the  1  alanee-sheet,  showing  the 
society  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  New  members 
were  enrolled;  new  cards  (of  a  different  colour)  issued  to 
members  ;  and  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  18!)C  presented  to 
the  sooiety. 

TllK  February  number  of  the  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards  "Club  Chronicle"  is  to  hand,  and  certainly 
maintains  its  reputation  for  spicy  bits.  Messrs.  Jenkins 
and  Scott  are  the  editors,  and  this  is  their  first  shot : 
"  Wo  fear  that  members  are  almost  beginning  to  think 
that  the  society  has  come  to  an  untimely  end,  so  long  is  it 
since  a  '  Chronicle  '  was  issued  ;  such,  we  are  glad  to 
state,  is  not  the  fact  ;  neither  d>  ycur  editors  sleep;  to 
tell  the  truth,  both  the  one  and  the  other  are  very 
wide  await,  and  it  certainly  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
latter  to  tender  any  apology  for  the  long  interval  that  ha3 
elapsed  since  our  last  issue.  This  apology  is  not  refused 
because  of  any  want  of  respect  to  our  readers,  but  rather 
because  we  feel  that  circumstances  justified  us  in  not 
running  into  what  would  have  been  unnecessary  expense. 
In  the  first  place,  nothing  of  impoitance  or  interest 
(except  the  reformation  of  'Wet  Bob')  has  occurred  in 
connection  with  the  a-scoiation  that  would  in  any  way 
compensate  for  the  truth  and  expense  of  issuing  a  number 
of  the  club  paper.  [I  remember  an  apology  that  ran 
somewhat  as  follows:  "If  there's  anything  that  I  have 
said  or  done  for  which  1  am  sorry,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
am  glad !  "] 

In  the  tame  paper  full  particulars  of  the  reduced  fares 
kindly  granted  by  the  South-Eastern  and  Brighton 
atd  South  Coast  .Railways  are  given.  I  also  "note 
that  Mr.  V.  T.  Sumfield  has  had  some  good  sport 
with  pike  in  a  private  Sussex  water,  his  day's  take 
aggiogating  181b.  The  railway  companies  are  getting 
more  alive  to  their  interests  every  day,  but  the  latest 
movtmentsof  the  South-Eastern  and  Brighton  and  South 
Coast  lines  in  granting  cheap  fares  to  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonard's  anglers  will  result  in  much  death— to  fish. 


At  a  meeting  held  in  connection  with  the  Malby 
Testimonial,  on  Monday,  Feb.  8,  at  the  Browniow  Arms 
the  proposed  testimonial  to  Mr.  S.  Malby  was  discussed ' 
It  was  decided  that  the  presentation  should  be  made  at 
the  headquarters  of  the  Dalston  Angling  Society  on 
Tuesday,  March  2.  Mr.  Malby  has  for  many  years  been  a 
hard  worker  in  the  interests  of  anglers  generally;  has 
taken  the  secretaryship  of  several  competitions  in  aid  of 
tho  A.B.S.,  notably  on  one  occasion  when  over  600  com- 
peted at  the  liye  House ;  resulting  in  a  sum  of  £42  being 
added  to  the  funds  of  the  A.B.S.  Will  secretaries  and 
other  gentlemen  holding  subscription  sheets,  kindly  return 
the  same,  on  or  before  Saturday,  Feb.  27,  and  oblige  Mr 
'  :,A-  ,Po,c°ck.  hon-  sec.  The  next  committee  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  23,  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  Ea&t  Cliffs  at  Hastings,  as  they  at  present  stand 
appear  to  be  doomed.  There  are  conditions  and  circum- 
stances which  render  t  his  no  cause  for  regret.  For  a  long 
time  the  rocks  have  been  coming  down  a  few  tons  at  a 
time,  and  during  the  weak  some  serious  slips  have  occurred 
from  two  to  ten  tons  rolling  over  at  a  time.  Great 
pieces  of  rock  have  become  dislodged,  and  crashed  in 
up  in  s  me  of  the  corporation  works.  On  one  occasion 
it  is  asserti d,  two  men  just  escaped  with  their  lives' 
and  without  injury.  At  the  point  from  which  the 
rock  slip  occurred,  three  men  were  engaged  yester- 
day with  plcks  End  shovels  heaving  down  some 
ot  the  looser  earth.  The  inroads  which  the  sea 
has  made  beyond  the  first  groyne  are  fast  bringing 
down  the  cliff  All  along  there  are  evidences  of  coming 
talis.  Some  slight  damage  has  been  done  to  the  corpora- 
tion yard,  and  there  is  no  more  safety  there  now  than  at 
any  other  point.  With  the  building  of  the  harbour  arm 
it  is  believed  the  danger  will  be  increased  by  the  rush  of 
the  water  The  agitation  to  preserve  the  cliffs  would 
thus  have  been  defeated  almost  naturally.  If  there  was 
no  prospect  of  a  railway  being  laid  at  the  spot,  the  work 


of  tho  council  would  perforce  have  been  a  tremendous  one, 
something  more  than  a  mere  parade  being  necessary  to 
keep  the  foundation  of  the  cliffs.  As  it  is,  the  corporation 
have  but  to  protect  the  interior  of  the  town,  and  obtain 
the  best  return  they  can  for  the  cutting  and  tunnelling 
which  will  be  done  by  the  new  railway  company. 

A  bream  of  51b.  13£oz.  was  taken  at  Tottenham  on  Feb. 
14  by  Mr.  Eurp,  a  member  of  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers  A.S.    It  was  taken  whilst  roach  fishing. 


I  hear  from  Mr.  Malby  that  another  competition  (the 
tenth)  will  take  place  on  March  21  in  aid  of  the  funds  of 
the  A.B.S.  The  venue  is  the  Lev  at  St.  Margaret's. 
Furthor  particulars  will  be  announced  next  week.  I 
presume  "Sam  "  is  to  be  the  moving  spirit,  of  course,  ably 
assisted  bv  his  numerous  admirers  and  supporters. 
Although  the  Thames  and  other  livers  will  be  closed" 
the  Lea  remains  "  open  "  until  March  .'51.  This  will  give 
compotitoig  an  opportunity  of  fishing  for  any  prizes  which 
may  not  have  been  taken  on  the  21st. 


Those  anglers  who  are  under  the  impression  that  no 
fishing  is  to  be  had  during  this  peculiar  weather,  should  take 
a  phnce  at  the  New  Albion  Piscatoriil  Society's  club 
notice  in  this  week's  issue  The  members  in  four  dajs 
weighed-in  3541b.  I2oz.  of  roach,  cla-je,  and  pike. 

The  Royal  Aquarium  has  a  very  strong  entertainment 
at  present,  and  visi'ors  to  the  Yachting  Exhibition,  which 
has  only  a  week  and  a  half  to  run,  will  find  plenty  to 
amuse  them  on  the  central  stage.  I  hear  there  is  a  very 
pleasing  thought  reading  or  second  sight  stance,  which  is 
given  twice  a  day,  the  clairvoyant  being  sea'ed  on  the 
stage  while  her  coadjutor  walks  among  tie  audience  and 
go's  her  to  describe  various  articles  handed  liim  by  visitois. 
Samsom  the  "  ttrongest  man  on  earth  "  is  to  appear  twice 
daily  from  Monday.    The  Fi-heries  commences  March  9. 


One  of  the  most  deserving  cases  I  have  heard  of  for 
some  time  appears  before  me,  through  the  thoughtfulness 
of  Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch  (Great  Northern  Brothers).  It  refers 
to  a  smoking  concert  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  John  Trow 
bridge,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Golden  Barbel  Society 
for  twenty-five  years.  Mr.  Trowbridge,  through  domestic 
and  other  troubles,  became  mentally  deranged,  and  has 
only  just  bem  discharged  f'r.im  Hanwell  Asylum,  after  a 
detention  of  two  years.  In  the  miaotime  he  has  lost  his 
home  and  business.  The  concert  will  hi  held  at  the 
Robin  Hood,  Southamptnn-ttree\  Pentonville,  on  Mon- 
diy.  March  8,  Mr.  J.  Jennings  chairmin,  faced  by  Charley 
Mat  iog. 

 >  ♦  »  •  <  

The  "  jotting "  which  the  editor  kindly  sent  me 
anent  the  story  "  very  like  a  whale "   was,  although 

one  would  have  thought  eeenj  reader  in  the  universe 
would  recognise  the  "Pink  "no,"  wrongly  attributed 
to  the  Sporting  Life  !  Mr.  Afred  Allason  forgives  me 
—so  will  the  "Master"  (Mr.  J.  C  ).  The  editor  attri- 
butes my  reading  the  story  in  F.  G.  to  'appy  plexy.  I 
only  know  that  I  turned  green  with  envy,  yellow  with 
jealousy,  and  pallid  with  despair  !  I  have  been  scraped  (d 
la  Nansen) ;  rubbed  till  I'm  raw  with  paraffin,  benzine 
collas,  turpentine,  and  pumice  stone.  Now  I  look 
something  like  a  white  and  blaik  artist.  The 
joker  who  took  that  photo  "early  in  the  morning" 
will  have  to  turn  out--  a  bit  earlier  if  he  wants 
another  "shot  "  (I'll  put  "our  Mary"  on  to  him,  that  I 
will).  No  matter  !  I've  had  longer  sheets,  blankets,  and 
quilt  sent  me  by  sympathh-iog  friends  who  did  not  like  to 
see  me  "turn  my  toes  up";  one  kind  friend  suggested 
putting  a  gusset  in  the  bottom  of  the  bedclothes.  Another 
sent  a  pair  of  odd  tea  cosies,  and  hoped  they  would  "  fit  " 
me  !  The  lovely  warm,  woollen  socks,  the  yards  of  flannel, 
the  shoes  ami  boots  (one  i  air  would  come  up  to  my  knees, 
and,  once  on,  would  have  to  be  sawn  off— some  coarse 
fisherman's  joke,  I  suppose— left  them  out  in  the  yard  one 
muddy  night  because  he  couldn't  face  the  missus  !)  the 

'  orders  "  for  just  a  little  more  furniture  in  my  room,  and, 
well,  I'm  not  going  to  divulge  all  I  have  received  and 
been  promised. 

Dr.  Jack  has  sent  me  from  Deal  a  case  of  champagne 
some  lovely  Whitstable  oysters,  his  best  regards,  a  promise 
to  drop"  in  on  me  soon,  a  hope  that  I  am  "picking 
myself  up,"  another  hope  that  I  shall  soon  appear  on  the 
pier,  and  that  I  will  stay  a  week  with  him  at  the  Pelican 
I  thanked  him,  and,  weak  as  lam,  said  "I  will  come 
as  soon  as  pos.,  but  it  must  be  a  Deal  Walmer."  I've 
done  it!  No  more  "  fizz  ard  oysters."  While  speaking 
of  Dr.  Jack,  I  must  not  forget  to  thank  all  thofe  kind 
tnends  who  have  sent  me  luscious  grapes,  jellies  and 
numerous  other  delicacies  "  with  the  hope  "  that  I  shall 
soon  be  myself  again." 

I  cannot  go  fishing,  and  in  the  long,  weary  hours  of  the 
day  and  night  I  thought  out  a  lit  of  copy.  (There  is  a  bit 
ot  nehing  in  it,  which  will  be  revealed  later  on.)  Here 
goes.  The  postman's  knock,  with  a  muffled  knocker- 
be  fairly  kicks  if  his  "  bundle  "  won't  go  in  the  letter  box  • 
my  youngest  boy  has  put  all  the  spare  straw  out  of  the 
Helgian  hare  s  box  and  the  tame  chicken's  roost  outside  in 
the  road  in  the  hope  that  it  will  deaden  the  sound  of  the 
innumerable  passing  vehicles;  but  it  doesn't  The 
sweepers  sweep  it  away  every  night,  wondering  who's 
made  all  this  litter."  Talking  of  the  tame  chicken.  I'm 
growing  fonder  of  "it"  every  day.  It  comes,  entirely 
ot  its  own  accord,  to  my  bedroom  door  and  knocks 
tor  admittance.  It  can  alwaya  rely  upon  getting 
a  tew  crumbs  from  my  table.  As  for  drink- 
well,  I  tried   it  with   some  of   my   physic,  and  it 


wanted  more  I    I  have  purposely  called  this  bounc 
bird  "  it ;  "  ft  r  at  first,  "  it  "  was  Tommy  ;  then  it  trL 
to  lay  eggs — anyway,  Mrs.  •"  Drag."  went  out  every  mor 
ing  to  look  for  one,  but  could  find  none  !  Thensimvl 
been  able  to  know  what  was  "  moving."  by  night  and  In 
day,  judge  of  my  surprise,  when  "  it"  (1  mean  Tommy1') 
started  crowing  at  5  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  in 
such  a  creditable  manner,  that  it  would  make  all  the 
cocks,  for  twenty  miles  round,  blush.     He  did  it  all  by 
himself — never  had  lessons;  and  I  am  quite  certaiu,  ney 
heard  "  how  it  was  done."    1  do  hope  the  "  A.  A."  won 
see  this.  But,  nevertheless,  it  is  the  double  distilled  quin 
essence  of  truth.    Several  reliable  witnesses  have  hea 
it,  and  seen  it  come  up  to  me  for  his  usual  caress  ;  buti 
is  a  case  of  "  bands  off  "  with  stranger*. 

It  would  fill  a  page  were  I  to  relate  . one  ha'f  of 
strange  things  which,  prostrate.  I  do  see  and  hear.  Mr 
Brag  is  not  too  strong,  and  T  have  given  her  more  t 
company  in  the  last  fortnight  than  she  has  had  for  n  any 
years.  I  suggested  a  trained  nurse.  She  wouldn't  he3 
of  it;  wanted  to  know  if  I  Hunted  todi^!-  Sh  ■  -uddeidy 
reco'lected  that  "  Mary"  was  out  of  a  situation  ;  tha'  she 
was  a  good  str  >ng  girl  ;  and  she  would  have  her  for  a  week 
or  two.  She  did  !  Now,  Mary  had  "perfcrmed"  form,, 
on  previois  occasions — the  last  time  was  about  four  yeai* 
since.  Maryc.ime— saw— and  nearly  settled  us.  linusttell 
you  about  "Our  Mary."  (Not  Ma-y  And- rson — she  was 
an  actress.)  "  Our  "  Mary  has  no  stage  tricks.  If  she 
thinks  stage  thunder  is  necessary  she  just  slips,  on  her  wa» 
from  the  dining-room  to  the  kitchen,  with  a  tray  full  of 
the  best  "  Doulton  "  that  Drag  Mansion  can  boast — and 
there  you  have  it !  (She  left  ouce,  of  her  own  aceowj 
because  there  was  scarcely  anything  left  to  smash  !)  Oar 
Mary  is  no  little  lamb,  with  hands  as  white  as  snow  ;  but 
lusty  arms  and  strong-knit  frame,  and  promptly  lets  you 
know— if  you  should  inadvertently  upset  her ! 


When  "  Mary's  work"  is  done,  she  begs  the  mistress 
to  take  a  rest,  and  she'll  je)  to  the  master.  The  fira 
evening  I  saw  our  Mary— strong  enough  to  lift  me  out  of 
led  and  throw  me  on  the  floor,  "  while  she  just  knocked 
my  pillows  up  a  bit," — I  was  calm;  awfully  calm.  Mary 
said  she  had  never  seen  me  £0  "low"  before.  She  toldi 
me  she  was  going  to  do  for  me  till  twelve  o'clock  (it  wai 
then  a  quarter  to  seven).  She  looked  lound  the  room  in 
bewilderment  at  the  bottle  of  whisky,  battle  of  liqueur 
brandy,  the  syphons  of  soda  water,  the  "home-made" 
lemonade  (pips  and  all),  the  milk,  the  jellies,, 
grapes,  lozenges,  throat  gargle,  beautiful  sDowdropa 
(sent  from  Norfolk),  bottle  of  gin  (used  for  immersing 
linen  rags,  to  be  p'aced  upon  a  "burning"  fore.-j 
head),  Florida  water,  Eau  de  Cologne,  Berger's 
food,  Mellin's  food,  the  foot  bath,  beside  which 
stood  a  bag — I  mean  sack — of  crushed  linseed,  not  for- 
getting the  same  old  wooden  spoon  that  has  done  service  for ' 
many  years  at  Xmas  for  stirring  the  pudding.  Then 
her  eagle  eye  rested  upon  along  row  of  "  doctor's  bottles." 
This  was  Mary's  opportunity  for  the  attack  !  I  couldn't 
scream— the  missus  had  dozed  off,  and,  well,  I  let  her  ■ 
"  peiform." 

 >»»■»<  

She  seized  a  bottle — afresh  one- and  read  the  label: 
"A  sixth  part  to  be  taken  every  four  hours."  Bight! 
She  would  see  I  had  my  medicine  regularly.  Mary 
reckoned  it  up— looked  at  the  clock  (about  seven  minutes 
to  seven).    Four  times  6  are  24  ;  2t  and  (i  are  30  ;  take 
7  minutes  from  24,  or  30,  and—"  It's  time  for  your 
physic  ;  "  and  the  time  "  came  round  "  five  times  in  five 
hours.    Of  course,  there  was  no  chance  of  a  sleep  while 
under  this  fairy's  care.    Mary's  eve  then  rested  on  a  ther- 
mometer.   She  knew  what  them  things  were  for;  had  one 
at  her  other  place;  siw  it  registered  68deg.  ;   and  im- 
mediately brandished  the  poker,  and  slaughtered  a  big 
"nob"  of  cal;  half  the     nob"  went  on  the  rug,  the 
other  half  in  the  fender!    But  no  matter,  1  was  to  be; 
kept  warm,  and  1  was.    Our  Mary  was  a  trifle  noisy,  but 
when  in  the  humour  could  "  steal" "  about  the  place.    At  ' 
twelve  (midnight),  when  the  order  was  given  "  change 
guard,"  subdued  (so  was  I !),  got  up  as  a  trained  athlete 
— I  mean  nurse,  with  an  antimacassar  tinned  up  somehow 
over  her  head,  and  the  ends  hanging  down,  this  trained  - 
nymph  solemnly  told  the  missus  that  all  them  there  things 
would  have  to  be  taken  from  the  room.    And  it  was 
to  be  "done  that  same  night-tshe  would  find  a  nice  cool* 
place  for  everything.    The  cool  place  was  found;  so  wai  ^ 
Mary,  but  the  gin  for  my  head-birt  h  had  departed  ' 

Mary  (our  Mary)  has  also  departed.  She's  going  home 
for  a  week  or  two.  She  comes  from  dear  old  Ireland, 
where  the  grass  grows  green— so  did  her  mother  bcfoie 
her.    I  asked  her  if  she  knew  whether  there  was  any 

fishing  in  ?     Then  the  fun  commenced.    Fishin'  ! 

Didn't  she  know  the  dear  old  Pallyshannon— every  solid 
inch  of  it.  Hadn't  she  heard  her  dear  old  mother  tell  of 
the  foine  trouts,  and  salmon,  and  foine  cod,  and  all  sorts 
that  used  to  come  out  of  it.  Mrs.  Drag,  oame  in  and  cut 
my  interview  very  short.  "  All  right,"  she  said;  "  give 
us  a  call  any  time  you  are  passing." 

 >•♦♦»<  

.TherkSs  a  lot.  more  of  it,  but  I  was  cut  short  just  as  I 
was  getting  to  the  fishing.  No  matter,  Dr.  Johnson  (like 
his  prototype)  will  not  yet  let  me  take  a  walk  don  n  Fleet- 
street;  Dr.  Macdonald's  going  to  pull  me  through  all  right, 
and  take  me  somewhere  in  Ireland  (his  nativo  place) ;  Dr. 
Smith  looks  after  me  at  least  once  a  day,  and  makes 
me  put  my  tongue  out ;  and  Dr.  Jack — well,  he's  going  to 
pack  me  up  and  take  me  away—  nolens  minus.  The  editor 
looks  after  me  all  in  his  power,'  and  in  a  week  or  two  I 
hope  to  leave  the  prison,  which,  for  nearly  three  weeks, 
has  kept  me  from  my  usual  haunts,      *  Dragnet. 
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fiotea  from  tfje  flortl). 

The  opening  of  another  season  on  the  bulk  of  Scottish 
waters  has  now  come  and  gone,  and  the  prosp3cts  of  the 
future  may  be  safely  calculated  from  the  data  supplied  by 
the  results  obtained  during  the  better  half  o?  the  first  week 
of  the  fishing.  ____ 

The  spring  on  the  Dee  is  evidently  to  be  a  good  average 
season.  The  fish  are  being  found  quite  freely  during  the 
first  forty  miles  of  the  river.  For  the  sections  above 
Aboyne  there  is  a  good  time  coming,  and  with  fresh 
weather  every  day  will  now  bring  the  first  run  of  the 
spring  migration  more  and  more  into  the  upper  waters. 

Anglers  have  been  agreeably  surprised  at  the  results 
already  obtained.  We  mentioned  at  the  time  that  the 
January  blizzard  would  either  make  or  mar  the  opening 
weeks  for  on  the  approach  of  a  storm  the  fish  inshore  will 
either'take  to  the  deeper  waters  off  the  coast  or  run  the 
rivers.  There  is  no  doult  the  latter  course  was  the  one 
pursued  on  this  occasion,  and  although  the  fish  may  not 
be  in  bulk  anywhere,  they  are  pretty  well  distributed 
over  the  pools  on  the  lower  half  of  the  river,  and  well  out 
of  reach  of  the  tacksman. 

Most  of  th9  angling  accomplished  has  been  done  off  the 
ice.  Not  the  most  inviting  mode  of  capture,  ?  n  1  rather  a 
ticklish  job  when  the  ice  is  thin,  and  beginning  to  thaw. 

The  first  blood  of  the  season  was  got  on  the  Carlogie 
Dee  water  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Nash,  the  Rectory,  Kincardine 
O'Neil  who  landed  a  beauty  of  81b.  at  9  a.m.  on  the 
opening  day.    This  he  followed  up  by  another  of  101b. 

A  good  few  lady  anglers  are  in  the  running  with  "first 
bloods"  on  the  opening  day.  On  the  Dess  water,  Miss 
Mitchell  had  one  of  101b.  On  Kincardine  water,  Mrs. 
Pickering  the  proprietrix  had  one  of  91b.  ;  and  Miss 
Sunders  on  the  Altiies  Maryculter,  one  of  10lb. 

Among  the  leading  sportsmen  on  Deeside  at  the  openiug 
of  the  season  may  be  mentioned  Messrs.  Harvey  and 
Miller,  London,  at  the  Invercauld  Arms,  Ba'later  ;  Mr.  T. 
H  Russell  on  the  Monaltrie  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  and 
Miss  Russell  at  Abojne  ;  Admiral  Fane,  on  the  Borrow- 
stone  section  ;  Mrs.  Pickering  on  |Kracardine  O'Neil, ;  Mr. 
and  Miss  Drummond  at  Polarch  ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  Mr. 
R.  S.  Hills  on  the  Blaekhall  Castle  water;  Mr.  C.  H. 
Akroyd  and  Mr.  Simpson  Banchory;  General  Hills  at 
Grand.  Hotel,  Aberdeen,  and  Miss  Saunders  on  the  Mary- 
culter section .  . 

Nothing  has  been  done  on  the  Don  as  yet  among  the 
few  anglers  who  are  caring  to  try.  Tae  river  in  its  upper 
reaches  has  been  all  too  much  close  1  up  with  ice,  and  the 
burghers  of  Inverurie,  instead  of  angling,  were  busily 
engaged  skating  on  the  river  cn  the  opening  day. 

The  Helmsdale  and  far  north  rivers  are  closed  up  with 
ice.  The  thaw  hai  been  only  partial,  and  anglers  are 
seriously  advised  to  keep  away  from  risking  a  journey  so 
far  notth  till  a  thorough  fresh  sets  in. 

The  season  opened  very  inauspiciously  on  the  Spey. 
The  Duke  of  R:chmond  and  Gordon's  nets  could  not  get 
out  for  ice.  So  far  eo  good.  Were  it  not  for  the  few 
anglers  who  are  struggling  agair  s'  the  same  natural 
Varrier,  we  could  wish  the  iee  to  remain  a  while  longer. 
The  Duke's  neti  get  too  many  Spey  fish  ;  but  for  all  that 
they  will  still  continue  to  get  more  till  a  radical  change 
takes  pVe  in  the  laws  regu'ating  dams,  dykes, 

Two  lorry  loads  of  salmon  were  got  from  one  pool  on 
the  Ness  by  the  net.  It  is  described  by  the  local  liner  as 
a  fine  haul.  Not  a  cheep  about  an  angler  being  on  the 
water  anywhere.  ____ 

The  North  and  Sont'i  Esks  opened  on  Tuesday,  the 
Kith. .  There  should  be  some  good  sport  on  the  South  Esk 
now  that  some  of  the  most  damaging  nets  have  been 
bought  up.  ,     ,      ...  ,  ,         „  .. 

A  sad  accident  occurred  on  the  beautiful  slopes  ot  the 
Ythan  near  Ellon,  when  a  little  girl  tobogganing  with  her 
brother  was  thoughtlessly  precipitated  into  a  deep  salmon 
pool  and  drowned.  . 

Mr.  John  Murray  Loumay  accidentally  shot  himself  in 
the  arm  while  shooting  rabbits  the  other  day.  The  limb 
had  to  be  amputated  at  the  shou'der. 

Specimens  of  the  little  Auk  have  been  quite  plentiful 
io  various  parts  of  Scotland  this  winter.    McLaren,  the 
Duke  of  Fife's  gardener  shot  one  the  other  day  at  Mar 
f    Lodge.    It  is  the  first  of  the  kind  seen  in  this  district. 

The  Aberdeen  Fishing  Interest  are  rising  to  the 
occasion  in  connection  with  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  and 
quite  a  number  of  the  local  magnates  are  sending  up 
exhibits.  Ex-Baillie  Pyper  sends  thirteen  models  ot 
trawlers  and  steam  liners  ;  Mr.  Andrew  Christie,  a  model 
curing  yard  ;  Messrs.  Hall  and  Co.,  shipbuilders  finished 
models  of  yachts,  &c.  ;  a  model  of  a  trawler  of  the  latest 
description,  &c. 

Last  week  was  a  record  one  at  the  Aberdeen  Fish 
Market.  The  yawls  were  especially  successful.  A  crew  of 
four  men  in  one  boat  had  33cwt.,  not  a  bad  night  s  work. 

The  fresh  ttill  continues,  and  the  rivers  ate  now  no  >ded 
'  with  snow  broth,  but  all  the  better  for  later  on. 

Special  Scotch, 


Iprowncial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Feb.  11  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield.    The  meeting  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  two  notices  of  motion  lodged 
by  Messrs.  Coles  and  Jenkins.    The  meeting  was  well 
attended,  only  four  clubs  being  unrepresented.     Mr.  T. 
Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Dance,  occupied  the  vice- 
chair.    The  president  in  opening  the  proceedings,  pointed 
out  that  he  very  much  regretted  that  the  delegates  should 
have  been  troubled  to  meet  again  so  soon  in  the  year,  but 
owing  to  the  time  occupied  at  the  last  meeting  in  electing 
the  committee  by  ballot,  they  had  been  compelled  to  meet 
and  discuss  the  notices  of  motion  down  on  the  agenda. 
Mr.  Jenkins  being  late,  Mr.  Cole3  proceeded  in  dealing 
with  his  motion.     As  to  the  association  adopting  a 
scheme  whereby  the   free  and   open    water   in  the 
Midlands  could  be  acquired  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  certain  clubs  who  did  not  rent  water.    The  speaker 
in    dealing    with    this    important    question  pointed 
out  that  the  association  had  done  much  to  benefit  the 
members  by  obtaining  for  them  a  large  number  of  railway 
privileges  from  the  various  railway  companies,  but  up  to 
the  present  nothing  had  been  done  to  provide  or  acquire 
water  for  those  members  who  did  not  belong  to  clubs  who 
rented  private  water  for  their  members,  and  he  thought 
that  the  time  had  arrived  when  something  should  be  done 
to  utilise  certain  waterways  for  the  class  of  members 
referred  to.    The  speaker  compared  the  London  associa- 
tions with  those  of  the  Midlands,  and  pointed  out  that 
Birmingham  had  done  little  as  yet  to  benefit  the  non- water 
renting  clubs  by  providing  them  with  fishing  where  they 
could  go  and  fish  without  interference  instead  of  being 
under  sufferance  as  at  the  present  time.    A  better 
restriction  could  be  brought  to  bear  against  netting,  and 
waters  could  be  re-stocked  from  time  to  time,  and  deple- 
tion restricted.    Several  delegates  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
scheme,  and  a  long  discussion  ensued,  after  which  it 
was  decided   and  carried  by  a  very  large  majority. 
That  the  matter  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  committee 
for  th?m  to  draw  up  a  scheme  and  report  upon  the 
practicability  of  the  same  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the 
delegates.    Mr.  Jenkins's  notice  of  motion  of  increasing 
the  members'  subscription  2d.  per  annum,  for  the  purpose 
of  augmenting  the  prize  fund,  brought  about  a  lively 
discussion,  when,  upon  being  put  to  the  vote,  the  motion 
was  lost  by  a  large  majority,  only  eighteen  being  in  favour 
of  it.    The  association's  annual  dinner  arrangements  were 
relegated  to  the  committee  for  them  to  fix  the  date,  &c. 
This  concluded  the  chief  business  of  the  meeting.    We  aTe 
having  some  spring  weather  just  now,  and  if  it  continues  a 
large  number  of  our  members  vail  turn  out,  as  up  till  the 
present  very  few  have  been  out  since  Christmas,  owing  to 
the  unfavourable  weather.    The  Severn  and  Avon  are  in 
good  order,  and,  as  a  consequence,  they  will  be  greatly 
patronise  I.     Stewed  wheat  will  be  the  best  bait  for 
the    roach    in    the    Avon.     It   will    be    found  far 
better  than   paste   even  at  this  time  ot   the  year. 
A  new  society  is  being  formed  at  Liverpool  with  the  view 
of  joining  the  Provincial  Angling  Association.  two 
more  new  societies  are  being  formed  in  Birmingham  and 
will  shortly  apply  for  affiliation  to  the  Association     1  wo 
anglers  were  caught  fishing  in  the  Severn  on  Saturday  last 
near  to  Coalport  Salop  without  a  licence,  they  were  fishing 
for  roach  and  had  no  trout  license,  the  bailiff  said  he 
would  summons  them  ;  if  he  does,  this  case  will  be  looked 
forward  to  with  much  interest.     Trout  fishing  I  have 
been  informed  does  not  commence  on  the  Severn  till 
March  1,  yet  anglers  fishing  for  coarse  fish  previous  to  this 
date   must  have  a  trout  license  or.  be  summoned  this 
requires  a  little  understanding,  and  the  sooner  the  test  case 
on  behalf  of  the  coarse  fisherman  is  brought  on  the  better, 
so  a  proper  understanding  may  be  obtained  for  the  future. 
FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  has  been  exceptionally  fine  this  week,  an  1 
anglers  have  again  begun  to  bestir  themselves  to  activity 
Although  the  Fen  rivers  have  not  thoroughly  recovered 
from  the  recent  floods,  the  waters  have  subsided  sufficiently 
to  enable  sportsmen  to  resume  pike  fishing.  Nothing 
exceptional,  however,  in  the .  way  of  sport  has  been 
mentioned.  The  William  and  its  tributary  have  yielded 
a  few  nice  pike,  weighing  up  to  61b.  apiece ;  but  the  fish 
teem  to  have  been  distributed  by  the  recent  currents,  and 
anglers  have  yet  to  find  their  favourite  haunts.  On  the 
Forty-foot  subscribers  have  taken  sundry  fish,  one  ang  er 
on  Tuesday  getting  throe  pike,  weighing  altogether  141b 
Roach  fishermen  are  also  meeting  with  a  fair  measure  of 
success  If  the  present  fine  weather  continues,  the 
dosing  weeks  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  should  D3 
productive  of  good  sport,  and  anglers  require  tbia  to  com- 
ensate  them  for  the  long  spell  of  tad  weather,  which  has 
almost  entirely  fpoiled  the  outlook  since  long  before 
Christmas. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
Bottom  fishers  have  done  fairly  well  among  Haiders 
and  eels  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  river  both  at  Dunswell 
and  Gibraltar.  Trout  fishing  prospects  are  very  promising 
esnccia'ly  in  the  upper  portion.  alio  annual  dinner  of  the 
Navigat  o.  A.S.,  took  place  at  the  White  Morse  llote  1  on 
Feb  10  and  was  a  most  enthusiastic  affair,  the  president, 

Craig'  F.  Dawson,  A.  Mearn.  T.  B.  Radcliffo  and  II. 
Whittakcr.     The  Marlborough  Angling  Society  held  a 


most  successful  smoking  concert  the  other  evening  at  head* 
quarters,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  H  Usher,  and  the 
vocal  and  instrumental  music  being  of  first-class  order,  a 
very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  the  pro- 
gramme was  an  inexhaustible  one.  The  first  match  in 
connection  with  this  society  will  take  place  on  the  river 
Hull  at  Weelferry  on  March  13th.  On  March  9  the  Hull 
St.  George  A.S.  (late  Hull  Juniors')  will  hold  their  first 
annual  tea,  soiree,  and  ball.  The  Victoria  Angling  Society 
will  hold  an  important  meeting  at  headquarters  on  Monday 
evening  next  at  8  p.m. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
There  is  already  a  little  stir  amongst  a  section  of  anglers 
in  South  Westm orel  md,  and  fishing  prospects  is  now  be- 
coming a  topic  of  the  day.  The  Kent  was  probably  never 
more  pure  and  free  from  pollution  than  at  present,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  this  satisfactory  condition  may  be  main- 
tained. During  the  past  few  years  the  river  has  been  vir- 
tually re-stocked  with  trout,  and  this  week  it  is  intended 
to  put  down  another  thousand  yearlings.  The  majority 
of  th?se  wilt  be  common  brown  trout,  with  two  or  three 
hundred  rainbow  trout.  Past  expeiience  has  proved  that 
the  latter  fish  thrives  well  in  the  Kent,  and  arglers  who 
have  hooked  specimens  assert  that  they  have  more  "  fight'' 
in  them  and  give  better  sport  than  is  usually  attributed  to 
this  spjeies.  The  local  angling  association  desend  credit 
for  the  exertions  it  has  made  in  rj-stocking  the  river,  and 
we  hope  that  anglers  will  show  their  appreci  ition  of  this 
during  the  coming  season  by  returning  to  the  water  all 
under-sized  or  immature  fish  they  may  hook.  Inacecrd- 
auce  with  the  new  regulations,  the  season  for  trout  opened 
on  the  Bela  on  Feb.  15. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Whether  the  resident  anglers  in  this  county  are  un- 
enlightened to  a  greater  degree  than  those  of  other  r arts 
of  the  land  on  the  question  of  the  red  tax,  or  rather  the 
proposed  rod  tax,  is  hard  to  say,  but  we  are  certainly  pain- 
fully ignorant  of  its  importance.  If  the  columns  of  the 
F.  O.  were  open  to  information  to  be  supplied  by  those 
who  can  instruct  us  on  its  bearing  on  the  future  of  our 
sport,  many  of  us  would  benefit  greatly.  The  first  busi- 
ness meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association 
was  well  attended  by  delegates  from  many  clubs,  and  for 
a  first  muster  the  attendance  must  be  taken  as  satisfactory. 
As  to  what  this  new  organisation  will  eventually  become 
is  hard  to  say,  but  guided  by  a  clear-headed  executive,  its 
future  usefulness  should  be  a  certainty.  Judging  from 
enquiries  made  at  various  tackle  dealeis,  the  game  fisher- 
man is  not  much  in  evidence  by  his  demands  for  tackle, 
but  perhaps  a  few  more  weeks  will  alter  this  state  of 
things.  A  very  interesting  letter  from  Mr.  G.  R.  Winder 
deals  with  the  doings  of  an  old  society,  the  Salford 
Anglers'  Society,  instituted  in  181",  and  in  existence  to-day, 
only  with  the  addition  of  the  word  Friendly  "  to  its  name. 
The  letter  deals  with  many  points  of  interest,  such  as 
rules,  fish  taken  with  weights,  &c,  but  the  most  interest- 
ing item  is  that  of  the  places  then  available  for  fishing, 
but  now  many,  unhappily,  polluted  past  praying  for.  In 
many  things  we  are  like  our  ancestors;  they  required 
stringent  iules  to  regulate  their  conduct;  they,  like  us, 
were  fond  of  good  cheer,  were  found  desperate  enough  to 
fish  without  having  obtained  the  necessary  permission ; 
caee3  of  weighing  two  days'  results  as  cne  catch,  and  the 
rules  for  regulating  tize  of  fish  to  be  taken  are  also  rather 
extensive;  but,  on  the  whole,  they  appear  to  have  had  a 
right  down  good  time  of  it. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
-With  the  weathor  more  open  anglers  have  turned  out  in 
increased  numbers  in  this  locality,  whilst  sport  his 
generally  shown  a  marked  improvement.  Sportsmen  have 
this  week  chiefly  confined  their  attentions,  as  far  ss  the 
Leicester  Society's  stretch  is  concerned,  to  the  waters 
close  to  the  town  and  the  canal  from  the  North  Bridge  Up 
to  Aylestone,  and  these  portions  cf  the  preserves  have 
furnished  a  fair  measure  of  success  among  roaeh  and 
pike.  A  few  fortunate  wield  >rs  of  the  rod  and  line  were 
Mr.  Prime  with  81b.  of  roach,  o  re  brace  of  which  weighed 
2ib.  6oz, ;  Mr.  Rylott,  71b.  of  roich,  best  fish  lib.  Sot. ; 
Mr!  Worth  also  got  71b.  of  roach  and  a  nice  chub, 
weighing  31b.  13oz.  In  a  mixed  lot  Mr.  Heath  showed (ilb. 
of  roach,  a  brace  and  a  half  of  pike,  and  some  perch. 
Others  who  were  to  the  fore  wero  Mr.  Parsons,  61b.  of 
roach  ;  and  Messrs.  Hobbs  and  Moe  each  took  good  lots 
of  roach.  Mr.  Goode  was  amongst  the  pike  with  a  bnue 
and  a  half  of  fine  fish.  A  fair  contingent  of  anglers  have 
been  fishing  the  higher  reaches  above  Aylestone  ;  but 
although  the  waters  are  rapidly  approaching  their 
normal  condition,  fish  were  not  well  on  the  feed, 
and  only  small  takes  of  roach  and  chub  rewarded 
the  efforts  of  those  anglers  who  visited  this  locility.  More 
of  the  followers  of  the  sport  havo  been  out  of  town  this 
week  than  has  been  the  case  for  a  long  time,  and  the 
waters  at  Narborough  an  1  Croft  gave  some  excellent 
results  among  the  roach,  perch,  and  chub.  Club  niomberH 
who  usually  fish  down  the  Wreakc  district  were  better 
rewarded  than  of  lite.  Wigsto  i,  Kibworth,  Foxton,  and 
Welford  has  attracted  a  lof  of  pike  fishermen,  but  takes 
were  generally  small,  the  best  being  Mr.  (i.  L.  Hintoii, 
who  landed  specimen*  up  to  71b.,  and  Mr.  (i.  Bennett, one 
of  (ilb  Mr.  .1.  Hobbs  and  Mr.  C.  Crane,  fishing  Home 
paivate  waters,  tool  a  magnHcent  lot  of  pike  weighing 
(iOlb.,  the  heaviest  fish  sealing  10JI1).  At  the  bathing  stition 
at  Leicester  Mr.  Jones  took  capital  lots  of  roach. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
Tho  lecture  to  fishermen  in  this  city  on  the  Uth,  on 
"Red  Letter  Days,"  was  itself  a  red  letter  day  in  the 
matter  of  lectures,  for  a  more  enjoyable  event  has  rot  been 
arranged  for  many  a  long  day.  The  lecturer  was  woll  up 
in  his  subjoct,  and,  then-  being  a  capital  master,  every- 
thing went  merrily  until  the  time— the  inexorable  I]  P  "i. 
—arrived  when  all  decent  anglers  go  home.    It  is  not 
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Barbel 
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Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 
LINDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

..  Is.  6d.)  Per  100  yards. 
...  2s.  Od.f  White 
..  3s.  Od.r  or 
...  4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 
Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Hoach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER 

1.  St.  SwTTHm'g  Square.  Lincoln. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o., 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  o,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge 
Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
„  ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday  ) 
"  Wanted"  adverts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advts.,  18  words,  6d. ;  30  words,  is., prepaid 
Address:  News  Olllce,  Ashbourne. 
Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address :  King  Street,  Al  reton 


FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

rH0^TP?DS'—B^a2e,d  uPri8>"  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d.  ;  Hickorv  do  2  tODs  Ss  m  tn 
dm.|JJ^^^^ 

20  ^^^^^^^  tectf  ^ 

SNAM  An     Sr^"?P„TTw,°  BwiveU  aud  Iead-  5d- '  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7cL 
is.  3dNperSdozen~Byder  S'        PenneU'8'         Jardme'8'  3d' '  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  IJd.  each 

Minn^^eTciT  GuTliNeI  ^nW^  S"T  fr0m  18  ;  DeT0ns-  Totnes.  ™* 

Gossamer,  M L   FHes  dressed Yc ^pfttern      ^  ^         1  B6St'  3  yardS'  6d' ;  "  Fishing  Ga2°«e" 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEfflEftS  date  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W. 

(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 
 CATAIiOGTJES    POST  FREE. 

LOCH    NAVER,  SUTHERLAND, 

SALMON  FISHING. 

MavYf i  Ab°Ut  F\£t-V.  Salmon  CauSht  lasfe  W-  up  to 

may  15,  £30.  Good  accommodation  at  Hotel  Altnaharra,  on  Loch  Side. 

Apply  J.  BOX,  Tongue,  Sutherland,  N.B. 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN, 

Mtd-  Weekly  Journal  for  the  Western  District. 

Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 

ttttS^t  and  EIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
bouth  Devon  District,  throughout  which  the 
Western  Guardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Moderate. 
Head  Olfices:  Totnes,  Devon. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE 

FOE  CLOSE  SEASON. 

An  enjoyabie  day's  fishing,  in  a  lotelj  ^^-nutes  of  Water!*,.   Book  to  WimUedon 

 ;   0N  UIRE-      DINNERS  AND  TEAS  AT  THE  COTTAGE 

:    ROD   1S.    PER   MY.  BOTTOM  FISHING. 

Proprietor- J.  BABLICE,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 


FOURTH   EDITION   NOW  READY 

DOMESTICATED  TROUT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
By  LIVINGSTON  STONE. 

Crown  8vo,  12s.  6d. 


Visitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  is  obtainable, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IK  THE 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
14  words,  6d. ;  30  words,  Is.,  prepaid 
 Offices :  Fore  Street,  Totnes. 

PERCH  AND  ROACH 

FOR 

STOCKING  PURPOSES 

Excellent  Fish— Extra  Large 
Size. 

For  Prices  and  Testimonials 
Apply— 

FAZELEY  FISHERIES, 

TAMWORTH. 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  STREET    B.C.  ' 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  &  Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod 
and  Tackle.  Makers, 

KINCARDINE   O'NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Flies  for 
British  Columbia  a  Speciality. 


February  20,  1897] 
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always  that  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  one  man  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  being  able  to  record  bo  many  enjoyable  and 
successful  days  as  those  reported  by  Mr.  A.  C.  De  Boinville. 
One  or  two  noteworthy  itencs  of  the  lecture  are  that  they, 
the  red  letter  days,  were  obtained  amongst  so  many 
different  kinds  of  fish,  from  the  trout  to  the  gudgeon,  all 
kinds  of  fish  have  been  in  turn  visited  by  the  consummate 
skill  of  the  veteral  angler  lecturer.  The  three  occasions 
when  his  party  totalled  ninety-nine,  and  could  not  get  the 
cweted  count  of  100,  is  a  coincidence  of  more  than 
I  ordinary  interest.  The  enjoyment  of  the  evering  was 
completed  by  the  splendid  lantern  show  of  Mr.  Fred 
Bibby,  whose  abilities  in  this  department  arc  well  known 
and  thoroughly  appreciated  by  his  city  brethren. 
Resource  is  a  distinguishing  charaetei  istic  of  successful 
anglers,  therefore,  it  is  _  not  surprising  to  find  the 
II  id  ne  Crown  anglers  devising  means  to  enjoy  themselves 
during  our  present  dull  times.  Our  near  neighbours,  the 
Hanging  Gate  Angling  Society,  have  shown  practical 
sympathy  with  the  national  fund  promoted  to  succour  the 
-rawing  sufferers  by  the  lamentable  famine  in  India  ; 
15s.  6d.  i3  not  a  large  sum  towards  the  desired 
object,  but  it  speaks  volumes  for  the  kind  hearts 
of  the  working  men  who  form  this  club.  Another 
club  also  to  the  front  in  contributing  to  this  fund  is 
the  Victoria,  of  Longsight. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Many  of  our  broads  are  in  fair  condition,  but  some  are 
discoloured  .still,  while  the  rivers  are  thick  and  rather 
high.  Pike  are  beg'nning  to  feed  ia  some  places.  On 
Monday  a  nice  fish  of  201b.  was  killed  on  Oulton  Broad. 
On  Saturday  two  London  gentlemen,  fishing  on  the 
Sounds  at  Potter  Heigham,  took  three  fish,  one  151b.  3oz., 
one  91b.,  and  one  6Jlb  ,  and  returned  several  others.  The 
water  was  discoloured  in  some  parts  of  the  Sounds  by 
thick  water  coming  from  Horsey  Mere,  or  they  would 
probably  have  done  much  better.  On  Tuesday  a  party  of 
Norwich  anglers  took  seven  fish,  largest  81b.,  on  private 
water ;  and  on  Monday  two  gentlemen  took  twenty-six 
fish  on  a  private  lake,  but  returned  most  of  them  as  being 
too  email  to  retain. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  Trent  is  running  in  splendid  condition  for  roach  and 
bream  fishing,  and  as  the  weather  of  late  has  been  con- 
siderably more  settled,  anglers  have  been  out  in  large 
numbers.  Near  the  borough  many  takes  of  the  fish  named 
have  been  effected,  chiefly  by  tie  aid  of  the  cockspur 
worm.  At  Shardlow,  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  W.  Gregory 
creeled  a  chub  of  2|lb.,  besides  sundry  big  roach ;  and 
roach  and  chub  were  caught  by  Mr.  J.  Taylor _  and 
Haster  Sewell  Smith.  On  the  same  day,  on  the  adjoining 
ttretch,  I  wa?  out  with  Mr.  B.  Storgess  Dodd.  of  the 
Nottingham  Naturalists'  Society,  and  we  killed  401b.  of 
r>ach,  dac.  and  bream  (the  h<avie5t  bream  scaling 
4Jlb).  It  fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Dodd,  who  also  ciught  a 
remarkably  fine  fe1.  On  Saturday  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner, 
of  West  Bridfcford,  wis  my  friend,  atd  we  got  just 
over  201b.  of  roach  and  bieam  ;  one  of  the  latter, 
Uken  by  Mr.  Garner,  we'gaing  41b.  Bream,  like 
roach,  are  row  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  they 
seem  to  prefer  a  piece  of  a  lob-worm  to  either 
Cockspur  or  brandling.  Improved  takes  of  coarse  fish 
have  been  met  with  at  Barton  and  Trent  Lock,  and  there 
has  been  considerably  more  doing  amongs  |the  subscribers 
to  the  Clifton  and  Wilford  waters.  A  big  salmon  we  s  got 
'  out  of  the  river  below  Wilford  last  Friday  or  Sa'urlay, 
and  the  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  the  district  water 
bailiff  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board.  Pike  fishing  has 
ended  for  the  season,  and  we  shall  soon  be  on  the  eve  of 
the  close  season. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
It  is  pleasing  to  chronicle  a  change  for  the  better  in  the 
weather.  Dar.'ng  the  past  week  ang'ers  have  had  batter 
sport  amongst  pike.  On  Thursday  in  last  week  three 
Sheffield  anglers,  Messrs.  C.  Bulmer.  Wright,  and  Wood- 
head,  had  a  good  day's  sport  at  Welbeck  in  the  ponds 
belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Portland,  securing  some  very 
n;ce  pike.  In  the  Horncastle  Canal,  Sheffield,  fishermen 
have  had  an  exceedingly  good  time  amongst  roach.  In  the 
Worksop  district,  several  Sheffielders  atthe  Short  Cut  have 
ciught  some  splendid  roach.  During  the  week  some  very 
•  gcoi  fish. have  been  caught  in  the  Fossdyke  and  Witham. 
The  Chesterfield  and  Stockwith  Canal  has  furnished  good 
sport  to  local  anglers.  In  the  Wye  and  Derwent  there  are 
I  reported  to  be  any  amount  of  fish,  and  local  anglers  are 
looking  forward  to  a  successful  season. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Severn  salmon  fishing  has  commenced,  and  the  river  ia 
(  in  fair  order,  but  up  to  the  present  we  have  heard  of  no 
fish  being  taken  in  this  district.  One  important  fact  which 
the  salmon  netters  of  the  lower  waters  will  do  well  to  tear 
<    in  mind  is  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  stock  of  salmon  in 
f  the  river  to  be  maintained    if  the  mature    fish  aro 
*  not  given-  every  facility  for  reaching  the  favourable 
spawning  grounds  to  be  found  in  Salop  and  Montgomery. 
Although  coarse  fishing  is  still  permitted  in  this  district, 
it  is  so  near  the  close  season  that  the  fish  aro  generally  out 
of  condition,  and  none  but  pike  and  chub  should  bo  taken. 
I    It  is  imperative  that  the  numbers  of  these  fish  should  tie 
' .    kept  down,  and,  therefore,  so'  far  as  they  are  concerned, 
[   the  Severn  anglers,  in  the  interests  of  the  trout  fisheries, 
1    should  not  stay  his  hand.    If  the  river  maintains  its  pre- 
sent favourable  level  and  condition,  trout  fishers  will  be 
out  in  force  aftor  the  1st  prox.    Thoso  who  are  first  in  tho 
|L  field  will  have   the  best  chance   of  obtaining  sport, 
[%for  it  is  usually  in .  the  earlier  months  of  the  season 
(that  the.  heaviest  trout  aro  taken.     Cherj-y  Orchard, 
h  Monkmoor,    Uppington     Belvedere,    Empstrey.  and 
Atcham— all  situated  below  Shrewsbury,  and  within  easy 
I    distance  of  the  town— are  among  the  most  popular  resorts, 
[f  Above  Shrewsbury  the  water  ia  not  so  §a«ily  reached,  but, 


there  are  plenty  of  good  trout  stretches  between  the  village 
of  Montforl  and  the  town.  The  2s.  annual  rod  and  line 
licenses  to  fish  for  trout  and  char,  issued  by  the  Severn 
Conservancy  Boird,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  dis- 
tributors. Possessors  of  these  may  fish  several  miles  of 
gocd  water  within  the  boundary  limits  of  the  borough  of 
Shrewsbury.  The  Severn  in  Shropshire,  with  the  last- 
mentioned  exception,  is  for  the  most  part  leased  to  the 
Shropshire  Association,  from  whom  a  yearly  ticket  maybe 
obtained  for  the  fee  of  5s. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
After  the  late  floods  the  Severn  and  Temo  are  slowly 
getting  into  condition,  and  stiould  bo  fit  for  fishing  next 
week.  Tbo  Avon  is  fining  down  very  slowly,  and  to-day  las 
an  unpleasant  curdled  look,  aud  can  hardly  be  fit  for  fishiDg 
for  anot  her  fortnight.  A  few  anglers  have  tried  t  heir  luck, 
but  only  a  few  roach  were  taken,  and  those  in  tho  Severn. 
The  take  of  salmon  up  to  the  j resent  time  has  been  very 
small  indeed,  and  the  price  is  high.  The  late  high  water 
enabled  the  fish  to  pass  freely  over  the  weirs,  and  should 
be  beneficial  to  the  upper  waters  of  the  Severn. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Fine,  spring-like  weather  has  prevailed  for  several  days, 
rendering  angling,  where  obtainable,  a  most  agreeable 
pastime.  These  conditions  are  in  pleasant  contrast  to  the 
wet  and  dreary  dajs  which  for  many  weeks  past  had 
succeeded  each  other.  The  rivers  have  been  running 
into  better  condition  since  last  week  end,  but  some 
days  must  elapse,  even  supposing  the  rain  keeps 
off,  before  fishing  streams  are  in  fine  trim.  The 
York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have  had  a  general 
meeting,  the  secretary  reporting  that  there  were  sixtco:i 
clubs  on  the  roll  last  year,  and  in  addition,  twelve  honorary 
members,  but  in  order  to  place  the  club  on  a  firm  footing 
it  was  necessary  that  members  should  give  all  possible 
assistance.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Terry  and  Izaak 
Walton  Angling  Clubs  be  affiliated  to  the  amalgamation. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  St.  Lawrence  A.S.  hss  been  held 
this  week.  Letters  were  read  from  several  gentlemen 
who  have  granted  fishing  rights  in  the  d;strict  for  the 
ensuing  season.  It  was  s'a'ed  that  no  angling  society 
in  the  city  has  such  beautiful  stretches  of  water  as 
the  St.  Lawrence.  Many  improvements  had  been 
made  daring  the  past  year  which  would  prove  very 
beneficial.  The  matches  in  connection  with  the  senior 
and  junior  branches  of  the  society  lave  been  very 
successful,  and  financially  the  society  was  in  a  flourishing 
state.  The  committee  have  decided  to  celebrate  the 
Queen's  Diamond  Julilee  by  gniog  two  beautiful  silver 
medals— one  for  the  highest  aggregate,  and  the  otler  for 
the  heaviest  fish  caught  in  the  matches  during  1897.  At 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  Thirsk  and  Sowerby  A.C.  on 
Monday  last  it  wa3  decided  to  order  500  troutlets  and 
place  them  in  the  Codbeok  next  year,  and  not  to  destroy 
the  pike  in  the  waters  of  the  club  except  by  fair  ang'ing. 


EPSOM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  concert  in  connection  with  the  above  society 
took  place  on  Tuesday,  Feb.  9,  at  the  Wellington  Hotel, 
Epsom.  The  president,  Mr.  F.  W.  Coles,  was  in. the 
chair,  supported  by  Messrs.  Bucknill.  Elderton,  and 
Burlton.  Among  those  present  were  Messrs.  Carthiew, 
Jeffery,  Din,  Keil,  Skilton,  &c.  The  artists  consisted  of 
Messrs.  L.  Weevor,  Edwards,  Allen,  E.  E.  Jeffery,  Craig, 
Nightingale  (Kingston),  and  W.  Dix.  Mr.  Jay  (C.C.)  in 
a  humorous  speech  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair- 
man, who,  in  reply,  mentioned  how  pleased  he  was  to 
attend  tie  meetings  of  the  E.A.S.  He  spoke  of  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  club,  and  trusted,  ere  long,  that  its 
members  would  reach  1C0.  Mr.  Knights  was  the  accom- 
panist of  the  songs  upon  the  occasim.  The  proceedings 
commenced  with  "  Gol  Save  the  Queen,"  and  finished  up 
with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


NEW  ALBION  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

On- Thursday,  Feb.  11,  the  above  society  held  a  grand 
"smoker"  at  their  headquarters,  the  Grove  House 
Tavern,  Camberwell-grove.  Col.  P.  H.  Dalbiac,  M.l\ 
(i  he  president),  had  kindly  consented  to  preside,  but  at  the 
last  moment  found  that  his  duties  in  the  House  of 
Commons  would  not  permit  of  his  absence  from  the 
House.  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  was  consequently  called 
upon  to  fill  up  the  gap,  which  he  performed  in  hie  usual 
able  and  genial  manner.  He  was  supported  by  Messrs.  J . 
Gill,  G.  Elliott,  F.  Salter,  W.  Rose,  J.  Gabriel,  &c.  A 
very  lengthy  and  excellent  programme  was  provided, 
calculated  to  please  the  most  exacting  taste.  Upwards  of 
150  members  and  visitors  attended.  Mr.  Walter  Judge 
opened  tho  conceit  with  a  pianoforte  solo,  followed  by 
song,  Mr.  J.  E.  Lacey,  "When  Bright  Eyes  Glance.  ' 
Mr.  Victor  Gillman  gained  an  encore  for  two  pieces  played 
on  the  mandoline.  Mr.  S.  Oakley  Parrot  brilliantly 
executed  on  the  violin,  "Scene  do  Ballet"  (Do  Beriot) 
and  "Romance"  (Kelley),  and  for  an  encore  gave  tho 
"  Intermezzo  from  tho  Cavallcria  Itusticana."  The 
Chandos  Glen  Singers  wero  in  splendid  voice,  and  were 
very  much  appreciated.  Mr.  F.  G.  Road  recited  thotrr.il 
seene  from  lf  Black  Eyed  Susan,"  and  "  Actors  I'ost  and 
Present"  with  very  great  feeling.  Too  much  praise  can- 
not be  given  to  Mr.  Bainhridgo  Hardwicke,  who  was  one 
of  the  special  features  of  the  evening.  Ho  very  artistically 
remlore'l  tho  "  Holy  City,"  "  My  Queen,"  and  "  Mona, 
and  tho  applauao  with  which  ho  was  greeted  showed  tna» 
his  exertions  were  highly  apprecuit-d  by  his  audience. 
Mr  P  A  Villers  and  F.  Stoneham  greatly  contributed  to 
the' merriment  of  all.  Mr.  Will  Webster  gave  clever  and 
life-like  impersonations  of  Eugene  Strat.ton  in  his  song 
"The  Idler,"  and  of  R.  G.  knowles  in  tho  "  Breach  ot 
Promise  Case."  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  olosed 
a  very  pleatant  evening,  f>  «■  **• 


WALTON  AND  COTTON  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
On  Thursday,  the  11th  icst.,  the  above  association  held 
their  annual  supper  at  the  Manchester  Hotel,  Alder6gate- 
street,  Mr.  H.  P.  Isaacs  in  the  chair,  Mr.  D.  Glasgow  in 
the  vice-ctair.  Filty  members  ard  visitors  enjoyed  an 
excellent  lepast,  and  everything  was  carried  out  in  an 
admirable  manner,  owing  to  the  care  aud  attention  of  the 
chairman  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements,  which 
gave  tho  utmost  satisfaction.  Numerous  toasts  were  pro- 
j  osed,  and  heartily  responded  to.  Mr.  J.  Crowley,  the 
treasurer,  was  greatly  applauded  when  he  stated  in  reply 
that  he  had  been  a  member  thirty-eight  yeais,  aud  in- 
tended never  to  leave  the  association.  Messrs.  Court  and 
Moor,  landlords  of  the  Crown  and  Woolpack,  were  greeted 
with  vociferous  cheers,  when  they  stated  in  their  replies 
they  would  make  a  palace  of  the  place,  and  further  the 
interests  of  the  club  in  every  possible  way.  The  following 
gentlemen,  Messrs.  Isaacs,  Komlosy,  Browton,  Ellis, 
Hendou.and  Batemen  enlivened  the  evening  with  some 
excellent  recit  ations  and  songs,  which  were  much  applauded . 
Thus  ended  a  most  enjoyable  evening,  which  on  all  hands 
was  acknowledged  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  successful 
gatherings  ever  held  by  the  assocVion.      M.  Cuddon. 


DUMFRIES  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Dumfries  Angling 
Promotion  and  Protection  Association  was  held  recently. 
The  Rev.  J.  D.  McKinnon,  the  president,  occupied 
the  chair.  The  secretary,  Mr.  Sam  Brown,  submitted 
the  committee's  report.  From  this  it  appeared  that 
the  past  season,  on  account  of  the  weather,  W8S  an 
unfortunate  one  from  an  angler's  print  of  view,  but  was, 
to  some  extent,  an  improvement  upon  its  predecessors  in 
being  more  favourable  for  better  biskets — especially  in  the 
earlier  months,  when  fly  fishing  was  indulged  in  with  con- 
spicuous success.  Reports  from  the  different  waters  agreed 
that  the  Cairn  river  contains  now  a  good  stock  of  trout, 
which,  with  favourable  weather  and  waters,  may  be  fair'y 
relied  on  to  furnish  splendid  sport.  Treasurer,  Mr.  James 
Herrics  submitted  his  statement,  which  showed  a  debit 
balance  of  a  few  shillings.  A  cordial  vote  of  thanks  was 
passed  to  all  riparian  proprietors  who  had  placed  their 
private  stretches  of  the  river  at  the  disprsal  of  the  Associa- 
tion. The  chairman  remarked  that  he  ft  It  convinced  that 
proprietors  were  at  one  with  the  association  in  ei  deavour- 
ing  to  conserve  the  river,  and  make  s  ngling  a  real  plens  ire 
and  a  real  pastime.  Office  bearers  were  elected  f«  r  the 
presert  year.  The  Rev.  Mr.  McKinnon  as  president  ; 
Mr.  J.  Edgar  and  Mr.  P.  B.  McKill,  vice-presidents;. Mr; 
Sam  Brown,  secretary  ;  and  Mr.  James  He  rr'.es,  treasurer ; 
and  a  committee  of  management  was  also  nominited. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

THE  FLYFISHERS'  DINNER. 

Dear  Sir, — I,  and  I  am  sure  many  others,  found  with 
great  regret  that  Mr.  Senii  r's  speech  was  omitted  from  your 
repott  of  the  Flyfishers'  dinner.  May  I  ask  why?  — 
Yours  truly,  A  Member  ok  the  F.F.C. 

[Mr.  Senior's  speech  was  set  up  for  insertion  in  the 
repoit.  We  sent  him  a  pr>of  of  it,  and  he  then  asked  us 
as  a  personal  fav(  ur  not  to  insert  it.  Wo  wrote  to  beg  him 
to  re-consider  the  matter,  as  it  would  look  invidious  en 
our  part  to  exclude  one  of  the  best  speeches,  I  ut  it  was 
too  late  to  get  a  reply  frcm  him.  We  then  asked  "  Diag- 
net "  to  drag  a  note  in  about  it,  and  he  only  made  matters 
worse  by  suggesting— nay  asking — if  Mr.  Senior's  speech 
had  been  crowded  out !  If  any  remarks  had  to  be  crowde  1 
out  it  would  have  been  the  hon.  treasurer's  and  not  Mr. 
Senior's,  and  we  hope  this  explai  ation  will  make  it 
perfectly  clear  that  we  unwillingly  did  what  he  specially 
requested  us  to  do. — Ed.] 

A  BIG  HAUL  OF  SALMON. 
Sir, — As  I  predicted  to  you,  ex-Provost  Mr.  Fraser  has 
made  an  extraordinary  haul  of  salmon — all  (iarry  fish  — 
some  500  beautiful  fish,  many  of  heavy  weights  over  801b. 
Two  years  atro,  during  the  hard  weather,  he  hud  the  same 
luck.  Low  water  is  ruin  to  tho  Garry,  as  fish  have  DO 
chance  of  getting  up.  There  is  no  run  of  Spring  Ness  fish, 
owing  to  mismanagement,  excepting  an  odd  salmon  taken 
at  Dochfour  (J.  Baillie,  M.P.'s),  where  this  great  haul  of 
the  "  golden  goose  "  has  been  made.  Can  we  wonderthat 
tenants  of  the  upper  reaches  grumble  so  often  with  their 
laird's  stock,  thus  robbed  from  their  rivers.  But  in  tho 
Ness  oase  it  is  the  worM  I  ever  name  across,  been u so  tho 
fish  that  run  through  it  in  spring  aro  the  stock  of  no  Ions 
than  tho  three  rivers,  Garry,  Oioh,  and  Moriston,  ami  not 
a  fish  1  elom  -  to  tho  Ness  in  spring;  they  woio  cleaned 
out  long  ago.  I  am  afraid  H.C.The  Duko  of  Portland 
will  not  le  Bttilfled with* the  ted  fish  now  (chiefly)  stocking 
the Qairy.   Thereis a freib  on  to-day;  from  the  slight 

rise  in  the  river,  I  hardly  think  it  is  genuine.  Col.  the 
Hon.  Henry  F>  a'cr  only  got  two  winte  r  fish  on  the  Beauly  ; 
it  was  io  •  bound  like  the  rest.  I  have  not  met  n  fly  yet. — 
I  remain,  yours  truly,    Vktkiian. 

M  ESS  It  8.  HARDY  Bit  OS.  IN  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir, —Wo  have  ploaturo  to  inform  ye  n  that  we 
have  takfn  over  the  lease,  and  are  refitting  tut  premises, 
61.  Pall  Mall,  London,  where  for  tho  last  four  jeam  (lie 
Tortoise  Tent  and  Military  Stercs  Company  hn»e  re- 
presented us  as  agents.  This  place  will  now  he  carried  on 
by  rjs  at  a  buincl.  establiehnient,  with  ft  uplondid  s(/>ok  of 
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all  classes  of  rods,  reels,  taoklos,  &o.,  of  our  latest 
manufacture;  and  will  bo  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Peter  Denholm  (late  manager,  for  fourteen  years,  to  Mr. 
Garden,  of  Aberdeen),  who  thoroughly  uudorstands  all  the 
salmon  and  trout  rivers  of  Creat  Britain,  and  who  will 
gladly  givo  any  information  to  gentlemen  who  may 
consult  him  —Faithfully  yours,  Hardy  Bros. 

[If  Mr.  Donholm  "thoroughly  understands  all  the 
salmon  and  trout  rivers  of  Groat  Britain,  and  will  gladly 
givo  information  about  thorn,"  he  will  bo  aperfeot  godsend 
to  the  editors  of  angling  papers  ! — Ed.] 

"  MARSTON'S  FANCY  "  TROUT  AND  GRAYLING 
FLY. 

Dkar  Sir, — We  thank  you  for  description  of  your  fly, 
and  herowith  beg  to  enclose  you  four  samples;  kindly  say 
if  these  are  right. — Yours  faithfully, 

llaymarket.  G.  Little  and  Co. 

[  They  are  firot-rate.  At  times  we  vary  it  by  putting 
a  silver  tag  ;  also  corn  bunting  wing  in  plaoe  of  moorhen 
or  starling.— Kd.] 

HAVE  FISH  A  MEMORY  ? 

Dear  Sir, — Whatever  other  fish  have  a  memory,  I  can 
scarcely  think  the  grayling  has,  from  my  experience  of  a 
heavy  two-pounder  on  the  Upper  Windrush  some  few 
seasons  back.  I  hooked  this  fine  fish,  on  a  small  black  gnat, 
in  August,  and  being  without  a  landing  net  turned  him 
down  stream,  and  took  him  away  some  30yds.  or  40yds. 
on  to  the  shallows,  and  laid  him  exhausted,  as  I  thought, 
on  the  weeds.  I  stepped  down  from  the  somewhat  high 
bank  to  throw  him  out,  when  he  gave  a  desperate  jump 
and  threw  himself  off  tho  small  hcok,  and  scuttled  away 
up  stream.  In  less  than  ten  minutes  he  was  again  back 
in  exactly  tho  same  spot  from  where  I  had  taken  him  off, 
down  stream,  and  much  to  my  astonishment,  began 
feeding  again  directly.  I  changed  my  fly  to  a  fair-sized 
Red  Spinner,  but  little  thought  it  of  any  use.  At  the 
very  lirst  cast  I  was  again  taken  by  this  hungry  grayling, 
and  again  I  took  him  down  on  to  the  very  same  bed  of 
weeds  on  the  shallows.  This  time,  however,  before  I 
could  got  down  to  him,  he  gave  a  mighty  plunge,  and  his 
sheer  weight  fairly  broke  me,  and  away  he  went  with  my 
fly,  and  again  worked  his  way  back  to  his  old  haunt.  A 
few  days  after,  this  same  fish  was  taken  by  another  angler 
with  my  Red  Spinner  in  his  jaw.  This  grayling  must 
certainly  have  had  a  very  bad  momory.  Innumerable 
instance3  are  recorded  of  trout  that  I  have  landed  with  two 
and  three  small  flies  in  their  jaws.  Have  they  any  memory 
of  the  past  ? — Yours,  &c,  Piscator. 

P.S. — The  water  was  so  clear  and  shallow  I  could  see 
every  movement  of  tho  fish. 

Dear  Sir. — Surely  the  faot  that  salmon  smelts  return 
as  giilse,  and  grilse  as  salmon,  to  the  river  of  their 
parentage,  aft9r  wandering  in  the  sea  for  months — and 
doubtless  past  the  estuaries  of  other  rivers,  proves  con- 
clusively I  think,  that  fish  have  a  memory — and  a  good  one 
too  !— Yours,  &c,  H.  J.  Harland. 

Brighton.  ___ 

THE  FAROESE  AND  ICELANDIC  EXPEDITION. 

A  SLIGHT  OVERSIGHT. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  6th  inst.,  particulars 
are  given  of  the  proposed  shooting  and  fishing  expedition 
to  the  above-named  islandswaext  June  and  July. 

The  programme,  as  arranged,  is  certainly  most  attrac- 
tive to  any  sportsman,  having  leisure  and  money  at  his 
command  for  the  purpose.  From  an  angler's  point  of  view 
I  can  imagine  nothing  more  delightful  than  the  explora- 
tion of  the  comparatively  unknown  rivers  and  lakes  in 
these  regions  under  the  leadership  of  such  experienced 
gentlemen  as  Dr.  Jeaffreson  and  Mr.  Shrubsole. 

There  is,  however,  one  point  which  seems  to  me  to 
require  a  little  explanation.  In  the  shooting  m en u  there 
is  included  snipe,  plover,  grouse,  geese,  duck,  swan,  and 
other  wildfowl.  Now,  Sir,  during  the  months  of  June  and 
J  uly  it  is  well  known  that  large  numbers  of  wildfowl  visit 
these  islands  for  breed;ng  purposes,  and  they  are  then  to 
be  found  in  the  nesting  or  moulting  stages  according  to 
date.  I  do  not  suppose  that  any  sportsman  would  derive 
much  pleasure  in  killing  these  birds  at  such  times,  nor  the 
young  ones  before  they  are  endowed  by  nas  ire  with  powers 
of  flight. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  the  organisers  of  the  expedition, 
who  have  evidently  overlooked  this  fact,  will  correct  the 
erroneous  impressions,  which  the  particulars  seem  to 
carry  in  their  present  form,  or,  at  any  rate,  limit  the 
shooting  operations  to  Iceland  alone,  where  the  expedition 
is  due  to  land  towards  the  close  of  the  breeding  season. 
About  the  end  of  the  first  or  second  week  in  August  birds 
will  be  better  able  to  tike  care  of  themselves,  and  then, 
perhaps,  some  sport  may  be  obtained  prior  to  their  migra- 
tion to  winter  quarters. — Yours  faithfully, 

  W.  H.  Pope. 

FLY  FISHING  FOR  COARSE  FISH. 
Sir,— In  reply  to  "X.  Y.  Z."  I  think  he  will  find  in 
Chapters   XI.  and  XII.  of  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole's 
Chronicles  of  the  Old  Cronies  Angling  Club,"  Series  1 
the  very  information  he  is  seeking.— I  am,  &o., 

-  Invicta. 

LARGE  PIKE. 

Dear  Sir,— Here  is  the  record  of  another  pike  which 
may  do  for  Lord  Inveruiie's  list :  Weight,  2041b. ;  length 
42m. ;  girth,  18Jin. 

I  was  lucky  enough  to  catch  it  on  Oulton  Broad,  on  the 
13th  inst.,  while  fishing  with  my  friend,  Mr.  E.  W. 
Gregory,  with  George  Bull  as  fisherman,  the  bait  used 
being  a  email  roach  on  snap  tackle. 

We  have  hadynany  a  jolly  "  week's  end  "  ip  this  part  of 


'  the  country,  making  the  very  comfortable  Wherry  Inn  our 
headquarters,  and  havo  h  id  many  a  pike  out  of  the  Broad, 
but  this  one  beats  our  record.— Yours  truly, 

 Thomas  J.  Dixon. 

THE  MIDLAND  ANGLERS  AND  THE  SEVERN 
KISHERV  BOARD. 
Sir,— La3t  woek  I  read  Mr.  C.  White's  letter  on  the 
subject  of  the  Midland  anglers  and  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  with  mingled  feelings  of  disappointment  and  sur- 
prise. In  the  previous  week  I  had  carefully  perused  the 
report  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  I  don't  fish  any  of 
the  waters  of  the  Severn  or  its  tributaries,  and  I  much 
question  the  legality  of  the  board  to  impose  a  shilling 
hcenoe  on  the  rods  of  coarse  fish  anglers ;  that  is,  if  the  said 
anglers  frequentoruse  waters  in  which  no  troutabound.  The 
whole  question  seems  to  me  to  turn  on  this  very  point,  and 
last  week  Mr.  White  made  no  allusion  whatever  to  it. 
Moreover,  I  noticed  that  he  entirely  ignored  the  claims 
and  rights  of  the  owners  of  the  several  fisheries  involved, 
and  made  no  reference  as  to  whether  members  of_  the 
Birmingham  Anglers'  Association  were  privileged,  either 
by  renting  or  on  payment,  to  frequent  and  use  them.  I 
am  afraid  that  Mr.  White  is,  to  some  extent,  prejudiced 
in  favour  of  his  association.  Says  he  :  "  There  is  one 
mistake  that  the  chairman  of  the  board  makes,  and  that  is 
this;  he  believes  that  every  angler  who  takes  out  the 
shilling  license  takes  it  out  for  trout  fishing.  This  is  a  big 
mistake,  as  up  to  the  present  the  licences  that  have  besn 
been  taken  out  for  coarse  fishing,  the  anglers  being  led  to 
understand  that  it  was  necessary  to  do  this,  but  the  late 
prosecution  goes  to  show  that  such  is  not  the  case."  Now, 
I  hold  that  the  chairman's  belief,  as  expressed  by  Mr. 
White,  is  well  founded,  for  what  angler  holding  no  licence 
and  catching  a  trout  would  return  that  fish  to  the  wate  r  F 
As  to  the  refusal  of  the  anglers  of  the  midlands  to  take 
out  the  licence  the  result — and  I  state  it  with  all  due 
defference  to  the  Birmingham  Association — will  amount 
to  this,  that  if  members  of  that  body  are  caught,  when 
fishing  in  the  board's  waters  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  board  with  trout  in  their  possession,  (the  said  anglers 
having  no  licences)  they  render  themselves  liable,  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  to  be  prosecuted.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
any  keeper  or  water  bailiff  should^  see  the  trout  actually 
taken  out  of  the  stream.  Possession  alone  is  sufficient  to 
establish  a  conviction,  and  the  sooner  the  Birmingham 
anglers  know  this  the  better  for  themselves  and  their 
leaders.  I  am  afraid  there  is  an  over-growing  spirit  of 
officialism  in  the  whole  matter.  But  commonsense  is 
commonsense,  and  poor  deluded  fishers  would  do  well  to 
exercise  it. — Yours,  &c,  The  Biter  Bit. 

BOOKS  TO  EXCHANGE. 

Dear  Sir, — As  a  constant  reader  of  your  valuable  paper, 
would  one  of  your  many  readers  kindly  lend  me  for  a  short 
time  the  book,  by  Frederic  M.  Halford,  "  Floating  Flies 
and  How  to  Dress  Them  ?  " 

In  return  I  would  lend  a  copy  oE  T.  F.  Salter's  and  an 
1925  Izaac  Walton.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. — Yours 
respectfully,  A.  E.  Kemp. 

2,  Butter-market,  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Feb.  4. 


ROACH  IN  IRELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  article  on  roach  fishing,  in  last 
week's  Gazette,  it  mentions  that  there  are  no  roach  in 
Ireland.  I  have  caught  scores  in  the  river  Lee  (co.  Cork), 
just  below  the  kennels.  There  is  also  a  pond  stocked  with 
them  three  miles  from  the  Curragh  Camp,  and  at  Sallins 
the  canal  is  full  of  them.  So  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to  say 
there  are  none.  As  a  proof  I  send  two  for  your  inspection, 
which  I  caught  to-day. — Yours  truly, 

Charles  Dejonge. 

[The  box  was  never  opened.  The  Post  Office  people 
wanted  to  know  if  we  were  importing  the  plague.  Kindly 
send  one  more  fish,  gutted  and  wrapped  in  a  rag  soaked  ia 
brine. — Ed.]  ____ 

TROUT  FISHING  AT  TALYBONT, 
BRECONSHIRE. 
Sir, — Could  any  of  your  correspondents  kindly  give  me 
information  as  to  the  fishing  here,  viz.,  in  the  Usk  ? 

I  wish  to  have  information  as  to  the  kind  of  sport  likely 
to  be  had,  from  whom  permission  is  to  be  obtained  and  also 
with  regard  to  comfortable  accommodation. — Yours  faith- 
fully, ,  IVANHOE. 

FISHING  NEAR  CARDIGAN. 

Dear  Sir— I  am  obliged  for  "A.  P.  W's  "  letter  in 
your  issue  for  13th,  but  must  say  that  the  fishing  is  not 
satisfactory,  at  any  rate  as  regards  size.  Seven  to  the 
pound.  If  this  is  the  general  rule  the  fish  must  be 
exceedingly  plentiful,  as  I  understand  the  Teify  is  a  good 
sized  river.  Would  "A.  P.  W."  have  any  objection  to 
state  the  number  he  caught  daily,  also  whether  fly  was 
used,  and  if  the  water  is  preserved. 

I  am  disposed  to  consider  the  fishing  in  the  Ely  River 
(in  this  district)  not  up  to  the  mark  as  far  as  size  is 
concerned.  They  generally  run  three  or  four  to  the 
pound.— Yours  faithfully,  E.  W. 

RE  CHAR  QUERY. 
Sir, — In  continuation  of  my  reply  re  char,  I  am  now 
able  to  state  that  the  netting  for  char  in  Lake  Winder- 
mere is  in  the  hands  of  the  Lake  District  Angling  Associa- 
tion, under  authority  of  the  local  fishery  conservators,  and 
the  disposal  of  all  fish  captured  is  left  with  the  head 
bailiff  or  fisherman,  Harrison,  Chapman,  Bowness; 
residents  having  first  opportunity  of  purchasing.  The 
price  is  regulated  by  the  supply,  but  Is.  6d.  per  pound  inay  be 
taken  as  the  average  price.  Char  is  potted  at  the  principal 
hotels  in  the  Lake  District,  but  more  for  the  use  of  guests 
than  for  actual  fnle. 


I  think  the  above,  added  to  last  week's  information,  will 
fully  meet  your  correspondent's  queries.— Yours  faith- 
fully, *  C.  Watson. 

Summerhill,  Kendal.  [ 

CHAMPIONSHIP  CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  to  notice  another  letter  froai 
Mr.  Shrubsole  in  your  issue  of  last  week.  Sorry  because 
it  compels  me  to  reply  (in  ease  anyone  should  be  misled  by 
the  misrepresentation  of  facts  it  contains),  and  that  so 
much  of  your  valuable  space  should  have  been  wasted. 

In  the  first  paragraph,  he  says  I  (J.  J.  Hardy)  did 
empower  the  representative  of  the  Sporting  Life  to  inser 
the  challenge,  &c.     I  mean  to  inform  Mr.  E.  S.  S. 
that  he  is  either  in  error,  misinformed,  or  that  he 
deliberately  saying  what  he  knows  is  not  true. 

It  is  admitted,  of  course,  that  he  was  not  present  at  this 
memorable  "interview,"  wherein  I  was  interviewed  with- 
out my  knowledge.    Unless  these  interviews  mean  abon 
fifty  seconds  chat  with  a  man  who  is  in  a  hurry,  I  never 
was  interviewed,  and  have  no  desire  for  so  much  honour. 

On  Feb.  3  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Shrubsole  to  the 
effect  that  he  had  written  to  the  Sporting  Life  accepting 
my  challenge.  This  was  the  first  I  had  heard  of  it,  and  I 
at  once  replied  that  there  must  ba  some  mistake,  as  I  had 
not  authorised  any  one  to  issue  any  "  challenge,"  and  yet 
in  the  face  of  this  private  letter,  and  my  letter  to  the 
editor  of  the  Sporting  Life  demanding  an  explanation 
which  doubtless  he  knows  all  about,  Mr.  Edgar  8. 
Shrubsole  publishes  such  a  letter  as  that  of  last  week. 

In  reference  to  my  photos,  "which  adorn  his  shops," 
and  all  the  rest  about  my  records  being  knocked  into 
"cocked  hats"  by  Mr.  Enright  and  himself ,  and  lastly, 
that  I  have  "  always  cast  on  grass,"  and  "  always  will,  &c." 
In  case  such  absurd  statements  should  mislead  anyone,  I 
may  explain  that  I  have  only  cast  in  two  tournaments,  one 
held  at  Scarborough,  the  other  at  Edinburgh. 

The  former  tournament  was  held  on  grass.  Hero  I 
entered  for  four  competitions,  and  won  three  out  of  ths 
four.  At  Edingburgh  I  entered  for  four,  and  won  two 
first  and  one  third.  The  Edinburgh  tournament  was  held 
on  St.  Mary's  loch,  and  people  say  that  it  is  water  which 
is  in  this  loch,  but  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  knows  better 
— it  is  "grass." 

Well,  then  about  the  photos;  these  were  taken  to 
illustrate  the  positions  in  the  overhand  cast,  and  were 
done  about  twelve  months  previous  to  the  holding  of  the 
Wimbledon  tournament.  There  seems  no  manner  of 
doubt  in  the  mind  of  this  rigid  minded  person  that  I 
should,  after  the  tournament,  immediately  have  consigned 
these  things  to  the  flames — but  I  did  not,  and  with  his 
kind  permission,  I  will  not. 

At  the  time  this  Wimbledon  tournament  was  held,  I 
stated  in  your  columns-that  as  this  competition  was  under 
different  conditions  to  any  previous  tournament,  its. 
results  could  only  be  takea  as  comparative  ;  and  I  may 
again  mention  thab  the  competitors  stood  on  a  platform 
16in.  to  18in.  above  water  level.  All  other  competitions, 
so  far  as  I  know,  have  always  been  level  with  tbe  waters, 
and  I  still  decline  to  accept  tbe  results.  And,  now,  what 
are  the  records  of  this  new  "  Shining  Light  "  and  expo- 
nent of  the  art  of  casting  a  fly ,  and  what  his  methods  ?  Had 
he  not  on  the  end  of  his  rod  a  heavy  lead  button  ?  This 
latter  I  had  the  pleasure  of  handling,  and  having  explained 
to  me  by  the  owner.  A  most  laudable  and  honest  trick 
my  masters,  seeing  he  was  casting  against  others  who 
were  using  ordinary  fishing  rod  and  tackle.  In  conclusion 
permit  me  to  add  that  I  have  no  desire  to  challenge  any 
one,  and  that  if  I  were  to  do  so,  as  this  is  a  free  and  happy 
country,  where  we  are  allowed  to  choose  our  own  company, 
nothing  would  induce  me  to  have  anything  to  do  with 
Mr.  E.  S.  Shrubsole.  My  acquaintance  with  that  gentle- 
man not  having  been  of  such  a  nature  as  to  lead  me  to  desire 
a  continuance  of  his  favour. — Faithfully  yours, 

John  James  Hardy. 

P.  S. — In  my  last  letter  read  "  smacks  "  for  "  make-.'1 

[The  platform,  Mr.  Garlick  (the  proprietor  of  the 
water)  informed  us,  was  13in.  only  above  the_  water.  In 
several  tournaments,  here  and  in  America,  it  has  been 
higher  ;  in  some  much  higher  than  that.  The  Americans, 
and  we  think  quite  properly,  do  not  allow  competitions  on 
grass  in  fly  casting.  They  cannot  be  quoted  except  as 
exhibitions  on  grass.  ■  The  Wimbledon  Tournament 
records  are  perfectly  good,  and  we  do  not  see  why  Mr. 
Hardy  should  again  attempt  to  question  them.  We  are  ^ 
not  concerned  with  his  dispute  with  Mr.  Shrubsole,  except 
that  it  is  evidently  becoming  too  personal  to  last  long. 
—Ed.]   ' 

Sir, — In  reference  to  article  on  above  subjeot  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  30,  1  beg  to  sav  that  I  will  be  < 
ready  to  meet  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  in  a  match  of  fly  casting 
with  single  or  double-handed  rods  011  any  date  after  May  1. 
I  cannot  arrange  a  match  before  then,  as  my  brother,  who 
takea  charge  here  in  my  absence,  will  be  at  the  Royal  * 
Aquarium  Exhibitions  until  about  that  date.    Business  m 
only  meant. — Yours  faithfully, 

John  Enright 
(Champion  Fly  Caster  of  the  World.) 

Castleconnell,  near  Limerick. 

{Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over.) 


The  Great  Success  that  has  rewarded  the  philanthropic  efforts 
to  provide  the  public  with  good  music  ia  our  parks,  is  Show  B  bl 
the  large  appreciative  crowds  who  linger,  with  evident  delight, 
near  the  various  bandstands.  The  creation  of  the  healthy  taste 
for  harmony  will,  in  time,  yield  good  fruit  in  giving  the  people  a 
liking  for  a  higher  state  of  civilisation  anil  a  yearning  roi  that 
which  is  good,  noble,  and  true.  JJollowaVa  remedies  work  a 
similar  miracle  with  the  organisation  of  the  body.  The  Pills,  by 
their  purifying  influence,  cleanBo  tho  blood,  and  tho  Olntmeiit 
gives  strength  and  energy  to  tho  system.  Disoaso  is  driven  oat  of 
its  stronghold,  and  health  once  again  resumes  its  swn.v. 
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THE  IMPERIAL  FISHERIES 
EXHIBITION. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  27th,  1897. 


*  The  Imperial  Fisheries  and  Yachting  Exhibition 
will  be  opened  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales 
on  May  17.    Many  of  the  best  London  and  Pro 

I   vincial  fishing  tackle  houses  have  secured  space. 
At  a  recent  committee  meeting  the  Earl  of 
March  suggested  that  a  small  exhibition  of  the 
L  actual  process  of  hook  making  would  be  very 
jf  interesting,  as  also  the  actual  process  of  salmon 
fly  making.  ' 

We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  any  hook  and  fly 
makers  who  would  like  to  give  such  an  exhibit. 
It  would  be  the  best  advertisement  they  ever  had. 

•  As  an  addition  to  the  publicity  at  the  exhibition, 

I we  now  offer  a  gratis  lfi3.  a  week  advertisement 
for  each  of  these  two  exhibits. 

The  hook  making  would  only  require  a  man  and 
a  boy  or  two,  the  object  being  only  to  show  how 
Ik   wire  k  barbed,  shaped,  and  tempered  into  the 
P-  hook. 

The  Salmon  fly  making  would  only  require  one 
I  '  or  two  nice  looking  girls  putting  on  wings  and 
hackles,  and  making  bodies. 


DAYS  AMONG  THE  TEST  TROUT. 

If  some  cynical  "friend"  had  only  been  there 
what  a  treat  he  would  have  had.  Everything 
seemed  perfection.  I  had  just  had  some  nice 
practice  among  the  trout  of  the  Anton,  near 
Andover.  They  were  good  fish  about  a  pound 
apiece  or  a  little  more,  and  had  given  plenty  of 
trouble  before  they  could  be  landed  with  the 
gossamer  tackle  that  had  to  be  used.  Now  I 
was  to  take  a  day  on  the  Test  itself,  close  by, 
where  the  fish  are  larger  and  the  water  even 
clearer  than  that  of  the  Anton,  which  flows  into  it. 

On  reaching  the  little  "  one  horse "  station,  I 
found  the  keeper  waiting  to  initiate  me  into  the 
mysteries  of  the  Test.  A  south-country  river 
keeper  is  generally  a  character,  and  this  one  is 
even  more  so  than  usual. 

Arrayed  in  velveteen  and  leggings,  and  carrying 
a  gigantic  landing-net,  he  stands,  long  faced, 
hard  featured,  stolid  and  silent,  trying  to  hide  his 
contempt  for  my  little  rod  and  net. 

When  questioned,  he  seems  as  disinclined  to 
prophesy  smooth  things  as  any  Highland  gillie, 
and  though  he  knows  the  river  is  full  of  big  trout 
and  grayling,  and  that  the  flies  are  on  in 
thousands,  he  is  doubtful  of  any  success. 

Nevertheless,  having  seen  several  trout  rivers 
before,  and  finding  I  had  the  exact  imitation  of 
the  Olive  Dun  then  on  the  water,  I  began  with 
confidence.  Kneeling  behind  the  stump  of  a 
nettle  for  shelter,  in  the  orthodox  manner,  I  sent 
the  tiny  fly  some  15yds.  up-stream.  It  duly 
alighted  just  above  the  spot  at  which  a  black 
snout  had  appeared  a  minute  before.  As  it  floated 
over  the  place  the  nose  gently  reappeared  and 
sucked  it  in.  A  little  twitch  from  my  wrist 
caused  a  wonderful  commotion  in  the  water,  and 
a  great  trout  went  off  with  a  rush.  But  the 
strike  had  been  too  sharp  ;  the  gut  parted  and  the 
line  came  back— flyless  ! 

Language  could  not  have  expressed  my  leelmgs, 
nor  indeed,  could  the  silence  I  observed ;  but  it 
had  the  advantage  of  enabling  me  to  recover 
enough  coolness  to  note  the  expression  on  that 
keeper's  face !  Disgust  straggled  with  contempt. 
He  said  nothing,  but  looked  reproachfully  at  the 
gigantic  landing-net. 

By  the  time  I  had  threaded  on  another  (eyed- 
hook)  fly,  and  was  ready  to  tempt  trout  and 
fortune  once  more,  the  fish  were  also  recovered 
from  their  scare,  and  within  a  few  minutes  the 
tragedy,  from  my  point  of  view,  and  comedy, 
from  the  trouts',  was  repeated. 

Five  times  did  this  occur  with  variations,  each 
disaster  deepening  the  expression  of  disgust  on 
that  keeper's  phiz.  Once,  1  think,  he  did  open  his 
mouth  to  remark  "  41b.,"  but  that  was  all.  Poor 
man,  he  had  his  feelings,  and  his  gigantic  landing 
net.  He  received  his  fee  with  silent  resignation 
at  night,  and  I  went  back  to  the  Anton  by  the 
evening  train,  only  to  find  another  keeper  with  an 
enormous  basket  awaiting  me  on  the  plattorm. 
Words  were  not  needed.  The  basket,  made  to 
hold  about  icwt.,  would  have  been  over  halt  lull 
if  mv  tackle  had  only  been  stouter. 

On  my  next  visit  to  the  Test  the  trout  were 
sulky,  and  though  the  lessee,  himself  a  first-class 
angler,  was  fishing  with  us,  not  a  fish  would  stir 
till  afternoon ;  but,  just  as  we  had  finished  lunch 
in  the  fishing  hut  on  the  river  bank,  I  chanced  to 
notice  a  rise  within  a  few  yards,  and  suggested 
that  our  host  should  cast  over  the  spot.  He  de- 
clined, and  said  they  would  "  watch  me  take  the 
trout."  I  had  to  accept  this  challenge,  and  went 
out  on  the  forlorn  hope,  bat  expecting  rather  to 
cover  myself  with  ridicule. 

The  same  keeper  was  in  attendance,  and  need  1 
say  he  remained  behind  with  his  master,  and  the 
gigantic  net,  contemptuously  watching  my 
-folly"  Taking  the  little  landing  net,  which  I 
carry  to  be  independent  of  keepers,  I  crept  up  to 
a  few  yards  below  the  fish,  and  lay  face  down- 
wards to  reconnoitre.  He  rose  once  more  m  the 
same  spot,  and  I  put  my  heart  into  the  cast  and 
dropped  the  fly  lightly  within  a  few  inches  of  his 
ncs3  As  it  floated  over  him,  I  felt  as  a  love, 
feeh  when  awaiting  her  reply.  It  was  favourable 
With  quiet  unsuspiciousness  the  trout  absorbed 
the  tempting  morsel.  I  struck  gently  but  firmly 
and  the  fight  began.  Putting  on  a  good  strain  at 
once  as  I  knew  my  tackle  would  now  bear  it,  I 
guided  that  fish  rapidly  down  stream,  «^»8 
him  through  the 'thick  weeds.  After  some  JUyda. 
of  this  treatment,  he  was  sufficiently  exhausted 


to  permit  me  to  get  my  little  net  under  him. 
No  sooner  had  this  been  done  than  I  saw  another 
rise,  and  treated  the  trout  in  exactly  the  same 
way.  My  host  and  his  friend  were  warm  m  then- 
congratulations,  but  declined  to  accept  the  brace 
of  trout  (which  weighed,  by  the  way,  just  olb.), 
and  I  took  them  with  me  to  grace  the  dinner 
table  of  a  friend  at  whose  house  I  was  due.  I 
have  taken  bigger  Test  trout  since  that,  but  it  was 
the  quickest  bit  of  sport  I  remember. 

Perhaps  the  most  satisfactory  day  on  the  lest 
was  in  September,  though  I  have  been  once  or 
twice  in  May  Fly  time. 

This  autumn  day  was,  I  remember,  one  of  calm 
sunshine,  better  suited  for  grayling  than  trout,  for 
which,  indeed,  the  season  was  rather  advanced. 
I  got  a  brace  of  trout,  but  returned  them,  and  after 
searching  for  the  big  grayling  some  time,  came 
upon  a  sight  to  delight  the  eyes  of  any  angler. 

At  the  tail  of  some  bright  green  starwort,  and 
partly  hidden  by  its  waving  tresses,  lay  (or  rather 
swayed  and  poised  themselves)  a  shoal  of 
shadowy  grayling. 

Although  such  phantoms,  they  lack  one  ghostly 
privilege  (to  throw  no  shadow),  and  the  glowing 
sunlight  reproduced  their  shapes,  clearly  defined 
and  far  more  visible  than  the  fish  themselves,  upon 
the  clean,  sharp  gravel  under  them. 

Coming  suddenly  on  such  a  picture  tried  my 
nerves  a  little ;  for  these  were  no  common 
grayling  of  lib.  or  so  apiece.  Not  a  fish  among 
them  seemed  to  fall  below  21b.,  and  some  I  felt 
quite  sure  were  nearly  31b. 

I  had  just  wits  enough  left  to  stoop  slowly  and 
try  to  sink  into  the  ground,  while  crawling  back 
from  the  close  proximity  into  which  I  had 
incautiously  advanced.  There  was  no  cover,  so  to 
hide  properly  was  impossible. 

Yet  these  fish  did  not  take  fright.  On  my  cast 
was  a  small  Quill  Gnat,  on  which  the  trout  had 
been  taken,  and  this  I  put,  as  cautiously  as 
possible,  over  the  nose  of  the  grayling  which 
seemed  nearest  to  the  surface. 

He  took  it  sweetly,  skipping  the  usual  fault 
with  which  a  grayling,  as  if  he  were  serving  at 
tennis,  so  often  starts,  and  then  the  fun  began. 

His  first  two  or  three  rushes  were  grand,  and 
line  had  to  be  given.  Luckily,  I  managed  to  lead 
him  away  from  the  rest  and  land  him  in  a  remote 
corner  of  the  pool ;  and  a  tight  fit  he  was  for  my 
net,  and  to  lift  him  up  the  high  bank  was  no  easy 

matter.  ,   .• ,  „   

I  was  quite  satisfied  with  that  fish  as  a  trophy 
(he  was  over  2Ub.)  and  hardly  looked  seriously 
for  the  rest  of  the  shoal ;  but  to  my  surprise  they 
had  scarcely  moved.  They  lay  lower  m  the  water, 
and  that  was  all.  ,  ,      ,  . 

The  quill  gnat  was  again  offered  for  their 
inspection,  but  naturally  refused,  and  I  retired  to 
change  the  fly.  ■   , ,  -  ,. 

Within  five  minutes  I  put  a  Red  Tag  carefully 
over  the  leading  fish,  and  once  more  the  fly  was 
fairly  taken,  and  the  whole  performance  was 
repeated,  the  fish  being  a  shade  bigger  than  the 

"fin  returning  I  found  the  shoal  had  at  last 
scattered,  but  a  pair  of  fish  were  still  roaming 
slowly  about  in  the  sunshine  in  that  wayward 
way  different  from  a  trout,  and  so  characteristic 
of  the  lady-like  grayling.  After  some  care ful 
strategy  I  got  behind  the  pair,  and  put  the  Red 
Tag  over  tie  nose  of  the  larger  fis\,  and  was 
once  more  rewarded.  He  was  my  last  victim  from 
that  shoal,  and  weighed  2}lb.  after  ^journey 
home.  There  were  either  five  or  six  fash  when  1 
first  saw  them,  so  I  secured  a  fair  proportion. 

It  was  a  capital  day,  for  though  I  met  no  moro 
big  fish  the  smaller  ones  continued  feeding  ,  and 
though  I  had  to  leave  in  early  afternoon  my 
basket  creaked  under  a  weight  such  as  u .  seldom 
met  with  in  a  day,  even  on  such  a  river  as  the  lest. 

With  trout  my  best  times  here  are  always  in 
the  evening  with  the  Sedge,  for. in  the  day  to  raise 
the  trout  at  all  such  fine  gear  is  needed  that  the 
most  cautious  man  must  frequently  get  broker i  if h« 
hooks  a  fish  beyond  the  21b.  average.  Drawn  gut 
s  nearly  uUZ  for  you  must  keep  your  fish  out 
of  «S  strong  weeds,  and  no  drawn  gut  w.ll  ho  d 
ft  SE  fish  (such  as  are  fairly  common)  if  he  elects 
to  rash  down  stream.  . 

I've  had  gut  broken,  hooks  straightened  out, 
and  every  possible  disaster  happen  and  I  now,™ 
fine  natural  gut  and  a  fair  sized  Olive  Dun  01 
Hare's  Ear,  and  yet  have  all  my  work  cut  out  to 
2nd  these  fish.    Even  when  the  growing  shadows 
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give  the  angler  better  chances,  and  enable  him  to 
use  a  larger  hook,  masked  by  a  Sedge  or  Coach- 
man, it  is  not  easy  to  secure  the  trout,  though  the 
dilHculties  are  of  a  different  order. 

You  stoop  behind  some  rushes,  where  you  can 
just  see  the  shining,  silvery  water  between  the 
stalks,  and  can  watch  the  sedges  fluttering  about. 

You  listen,  watch,  and  wait,  and  then,  perhaps, 
witbin  2yds.  of  your  feet  a  dimple  will  appear, 
such  as  a  baby  minnow  might  have  made;  but 
the  sedge  that  fluttered  on  that  spot  is  gone. 
Ten  to  one  your  line  is  too  long  to  let  you  get 
your  fly  neatly  on  the  spot,  and  the  chance  is  lost. 

Then  you  hear  a  plop,  and  see  a  ring  just 
disappearing  on  the  other  side ;  and  lengthening 
line  again  in  haste,  you  get  your  fly  across,  and 
hook  your  fish.  It  is  in  vain.  Heavy  weed-beds 
intervene,  into  which  he  plunges,  and  time  is  too 
precious  for  even  an  attempt  to  extricate  the  cun- 
ning fish.  You  break  promptly,  and  use  the  last 
remaining  glimmer  to  attach  another  sedge — a  big 
one.  Ah !  that  is  a  grand  rise,  and  well  within 
your  reach. 

This  time  you  have  him,  and  as  the  fish,  though 
large,  is  under  control,  his  rushes  and  his  leaps 
get  shorter  and  more  feeble;  and,  before  the 
darkness  quite  sets  in,  a  31b.  fish  at  last  is  in  your 
creel. 

Many  a  Ashless  day  in  sultry  summer  has  been 
thus  wound  up ;  and  though  'tis  true  enough  that 
higher  skill  is  needed  to  secure  a  wary  trout  in 
glowing  sunshine,  yet  the  feat  of  mastering  a  31b. 
trout  with  fly  is  always  one  to  be  remembered 
nor  is  31b.  the  limit. 

Though  I  have  seldom  much  exceeded  it,  I  can 
remember  the  account  which  Mr.  F.  M.  Halford 
gave  to  us  of  one  he  landed  which  went  well  over 
41b.,  and  is  preserved  in  honour  at  the  club  This 
fish  was  also  taken  on  a  sedge,  and,  as  it  was 
hooked  close  to  a  deep  ditch,  which  was  uncross- 
able,  it  would,  by  rushing  down  (past  this  which 
formed  a  barrier  to  the  angler),  have  broken  any 
Xc  &0S8amer  arrangements  used  in  daylight 
Of  course,  there  have  been  plenty  of  fish  still 
bigger  taken  from  the  Test,  but  nearly  all  on  May 
My,  or  at  least  in  May  Fly  season,  when  bis  fish 
go  mad.  6 

.  a  river  for  big  trout  it  is  j    The  Itchen 

rivals  it,  and  I  don't  deny  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
nshing  there  is  pleasanter. 

It  is  more  wooded,  and  there  is  more  variety. 
But  the  average  of  trout  is  little  over  the  pound 
as  tar  as  my  experience  goes;  and  on  the  Anton 
evf°:  they  were  just  upon  that  size,  I  found 

Tis  the  same  with  the  Test  grayling;  no  river 
can  approach  them,  and  both  trout  and  grayling 
will  at  times  take  the  fly  fairly  well,  though  if 
that  respect  they  are  not  the  fish  they  were 
Then  the  crystal  clearness  of  its  rushing  waters 

m,Enfland3  can  Jon  match  them  in  such 
depth  and  volume  P 

If  you  have  a  chance,  ask  the  keeper  to  shut  off 
the  water  for  a  minute  from  a  hatchway  above  a 
large  deep  hole,  usually  a  mass  of  seething  eddies 

I  have  seen  one  treated  thus,  and  shall  not 
forget  it.  Like  a 'big  shoal  of  rolling  barbel  the 
grayling  wallowed  about,  while  the  gilat  41b .and 

now^Af'^  ^"dthitto^aLSS;  and 
now  and  then  one  rushed  over  the  shallows  for 

steamed  nm''  raiSing  *  Wake  like  m  Atlantic 
In  the  sunlight  you  could  see  the  spots  con- 
ffiSVm     £U'  8lT£g  s}des>  and  tneir  broad 

foam  S  fllTQedf  thG  ^aUows  int0  fro«>  and 
toam.    Half  a  ton  of  goodly  fish  were  there  nf 

r^T,atCh^le  but  from%Kpo 

or  just  below,  when  the  normal  state  of  thinS 
had  been  restored  I  got  a  brace  of  21b.  grayling 
witha  f  ull-sized  fly-and  lively  sport  th?y  Vavf 

beloved  rest.  I  could  write  about  the  sweet  cool 

theToffr  ba*k*        I  almo  t  fe?t 

the  south-west  breezes  blowing  in  my  face  and 
heard  the  gentle  murmur  of  thy  £r  smooth 
stream  but  never  can  I  make  the  reader  teel  or 
hear  them  through  the  medium  of  print 

lo  my  mind,  Charles  Kingsley  (tbou4  he  dnp« 
not  writ* (  chiefly  of  the  Test)  is  most  su^ssful  S 


THE  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Paper  Read  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 

There  was  a  very  good  attendance  at  the 
meeting  on  Monday  evening  last,  when  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  read  his 
paper. 

Mr.  Reginald  E.  Booker,  F.F.C.,  P.T.,  ably  filled 
the  post  of  chairman,  and  having  disposed  of  the 
formal  business,  expressed  his  pleasure  at  again 
seeing  among  them  their  old  friend  and  honorary 
member,  Mr.  Marston,  and  then  called  upon  that 
gentleman  to  read  his  paper.  Mr.  Marston  said : 


angler's  art. 


J.  Paul  Taylor. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  gentlemen  of  the  Piscatoiiil  Society. 
It  has  baen  my  good  fortune  to  know  a  great  miny  of 
your  members,  and  I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  uniformly 
courteous  and  friendly  treatment  I  have  experienced  from 
thorn  and  from  your  society  generally  for  nearly  a  quarter 
or  a  century. 

When  Mr.  Galloway  and  Dr.  Patterson  called  on  me 
many  months  ago  and  asked  me  if  I  would  read  a  paper 
before  you  I  at  once  agreed  to  do  so. 

I  agreed  for  two  reasons  :  First,  because  I  felt  it  to  be 
an  honour  to  be  asked  by  your  society  to  rjad  a  paper  to 
you  ;  secondly  because  I  had  been  privately  informed 
by  my  good  friand  and  mana£e-,  Mr.  Howard  (I  often 
tell  him  he  would  like  to  manage  me  as  well  as  the 
Gazette),  that  your  respited  curator  had  expressed  his 
firm  intention  rf  I  declined,  to  treat  me  as  he  does  the 
bull  trout,  and  add  me,  as  a  stuffed  specimen  of  fishv 
editors,  to  your  museum  of  antiquities.    (Laughter  ) 

Now,  gentlemen,  it  is  an  easy  thing  to  say  you  will 
read  a  piper  but  it  is  quite  another  tbiag  to  do  it.  I  have 
always  tound  it  one  of  the  almost  impossible  thinss  to  do 
properly  and  (with  the  brilliant  exceptions  of  my  old 
merd,  "  Red  Spinner  »  a^d  "  Old  Izaak  ";  I  have  fomd 
;t  a  particularly  difficult  thing  for  editors  to  do.  The  fact 
is,  that  we  editors  are  so  continually  interrupted  in  our 
wcri  by  jo  y  good  fellows  who  drop  in  "just  for  half  a 
I'^nute  know  you  are  busy,"  and  then  stay  half  an 
hoar,  that  we  get  into  the  habit  of  reading  the  contribu- 
tions we  a:caPt,  and  the  far  gre  iter  number  we  reject,  so 
fast,  that  waen  wo  get  on  our  hgs  ia  public  wa  find  our- 
selves continually  do;ng  the  same  thing.  So  I  hona  Mr 
Chairman,  if  you  find  me  reeling  off  my  lines  too  fist,  you 
will  not  hesrtate  to  put  the  check  on.    (Mr.  Marston  then 

butts\o0tl^rGleXP:ri;nCSSh9  had  hld  With  «*H 
r™diffiCUlt?  &  T\ect™*  a  s"^ecfc  on  which  to  discour  se 
l?,wZ  S  n°wat  1  COul1  n  nnd  one-  Such  a  host  of 
subjects  arose  before  me  whenever  I  attempted  to  put  pan 
to  paper  that  I  couli  never  get  beyond  the  title  of  one 
before  another  crowded  it  out.  The  consequence  is  that 
I  have  not  written  a  paper  at  all.  It  would  take  me  the 
out  of  6VemDg  7  ^  °Ut  t0  y°U  the  lis"  I  «ade 
Suggestions  for  Papers  to  Read  before  th* 
Piscatorial  Society." 
Unfortura^ely,  gentlemen,  I  have  not  yet  had  tima  to 
copyrght  these  suggestions,  and,  being  I  pubhsher  ,oa 
won't  expect  me  to  give  them 'away  So  iSd  of 
ITtjrH^  ^orthodox  sportsmanlike  paper,  I  propose 
to  do  a  little  poaching  on  my  own  preserves,  namely  a  far 
back  volume  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  one  or  two 
matters  not  chronicled  therein 

In  the  course  of  conversation  with  the  chairman  at  vour 
most  successful  annual  dimrer  last  week  he  told  me  that 

S&S'SSS^"  ^  1  e-rVok0^0^^ 

oeSiu^^^"  SdX  wSe^ 
about  flies  to  the  FiL™^, X^fj^^ 
and  so  scientifically  on  his  theories  on  the  kMinZowerl 
of  certain  flies  (especially  those  of  his  own  inventfon)  th 't 
At  !<TLhlm  drD  f?rf  8  3C0Dd  Dr-  Peterson  (Laughter 

mLfhIUJed  \°- hav?  7ri^en  a  PaPer  describing  how  after 
months  of  casting  ink  flies  at  each  other  in  the  F>shi£» 

medicos,  whose  names  I  shall  not  mention       y  respected 

rJ,' ";i,f°?,,"r„ri*.,¥,\kut  '>  ~ « 1 «■> 


turned  into  the  little  garden  in  front  of  his  cottage  a 

shut  the  gate  after  h:m.    It  was  then  that  I  first ,  ' 
sight  of  h's  creel. 
It  was  a  creel ! 

The  nearest  thing  I  can  liken  it  to,  both  as  r< 
tape  and  size,  was  one  of  those  two  shilling  or  halt 
crown  bottles,  or  flagons,  of  "tintara."    I  said  nothi 
at  the  moment,  as  I  imagined  he  must  have  been  b 
nshing,  and  that  it  was  his  worm  box. 

I  should  tell  you  that  this  gentleman  had  occum, 
columns  of  the  Gazette  in  describing  the  relatl 
merits  of  his  inventions  in  fly  waking  by  the  relati 
number  of  trout  each  had  killed  over  a.period  of  I  dou 
remember  how  many  years.  One  particularly  deid 
favourite  was  dressed  with  mallard  wing,  and  when  1 
fashed  with  that  he  told  us  ho  killed  thirty  trout  with  iti 
end  fly-twenty  with  the  first  dropper,  and  ten  with  il 
second,  or  eome  such  proport:on. 

I  could  not  take  my  eyes  off  that  creel  as  he  walked  u 
the  path  to  his  door. 

Can  it  be  possible,  I  thought,  that  [thing  is  what  h 
brings  home  his  sixty  trout  in  ! 
I  called  him  back. 

*'  By  the  way''  I  said,  "  you  never  mentioned  in  tho* 
extremely  valuable  tables  you  have  been  giving  us  in  ih 
Gazette  on  the  relative  valua.of  trout  flies,  you  never  tok 
us  what  those  srxty  trout  you  killed  in  a  day  with  then 

weighed  m  the  aggregate." 
"  About  51b.,"  he  replied. 

"WhWhT°h    m  "'"V'l,,1  replied-  M  *  astounded. 
Why  they  would  nearly  fill  your— creel ,"  I  added 

Almost  he  said;  and  then  he  explaiaed  that  it  was 
made  of  solid  leather,  and  was  bis  own  invention.  1  uSd 
him  it  did  him  credit,  and  said  "good  evening" 

On  my  way  back  to  my  hotel,  where  I  was  to  meet  m 
old  friend  Francis  M.  Walbran  for  ih,  first  Time  ' 
thought  to  myself  Sixty  trout  weighing  51b.  That  give, 
about  Uoz.  per  fish-and  I  have  been  publishing  scientific 
results  based  upon  such  figures;  and  have  come  al  the 
way  from  London  to  the  middle  of  Yorkshire  to  fash 
match  agamst  this  champion." 

I  will  not  trust  to  my  memory  for  actual  parti  ulars  of 
FV$T  Pml^'  "J  Publi^ed  a  brief  account  of  it  in  , he 
Filing  Gazette,  which,  with  your  permission,  I  will  re*d 

;„  M£"  ^f*011  tL«n  read  the  account  of  the  mat  A  girj 
in .the  Ftshing  Gazette  of  Sept.  9  and  Sept.  16  Wl 
which  described  bow  having  fairly  beaten  his  opponent" 
both  as  regards  the  s«e  and  number  of  trout  caught  the 

»t  tlTV-  rCf Tt  fc°  COnti.nue  the  matc1'.  no8  rea'on 

at  the  time,  but  some  time  after  pretendinf  that  Mr 
Marston  had  not  caught,  but  bought  bis  fish.  At  the  con- 
elusion  of  h,s  account  of  the  match,  which  gave  a  gori 
deal  of  amusement,  Mr  Marston  proceeded  with  his  paW 
I  may  now  tell  you  that  the  title  of  one  of  tb.3  papers  I 
had  p,0pOfed  to  ayself  to  read  before  you  was  ^Vn  m 
interesting  archajological  discovery  by  which  it  basbeen 
proved  that  Julius  Crcsar  was  not  only  a  gooLlbround 
an  Wer,  but  that  he  read  his  Field  newspaper  diligeT" 
and  remembered  its  teachings  as  to  how  useful  alder  fell' 
and  eyen  grass,  may  be  for  taking  the  gloss  off  your  gut  fly-' 
here  that  I  n,^V,he  ^  °\  my  P^r'  and  ^  ^ote 
c'ame^about?^11"1  t0  J°U  h°W  tbis 

«li3l!^rWidlnt  °f  the  Ber?*'u  A^Kdogical  Society  was  . 
during  at  my  house  one  evening  recently,  and  after  dinner 
we  went  upstairs  to  have  a  game  at  billkrds.  During  the 
course  of  the  game  it  eo  happened  that  he  only  wanted  two 
to  win  and  I  only  three,  and  it  was  my  stroke-from 
ban  k,  with  the  red  just  over  the  midd-e  pocket Tand I  tH 
white  jv  st  beyond  it.  It  was  a  certainty,  ofcourse  a„d  I 
was  m  the  act  of  making  the  stroke  when  S  wa3  I 
frightful  row  just  behind  me,  and,  instead  of  running  out 
with  a  five  stroke,  I  ran  into  the  pocket,  and  gavf  the 
professor  the  game.  b  * 

u.1 1?erVer  r^d>"  said  my  German  friend,  as  he  pocketed 
the  stakes  '  it  was  not  quite  your  fault.  You  see  I  was 
looking  at  that  picture  over  your  mantelpiece  when  1 
acctdently  knock  over  some  tings."        "lmPlece  w«en  I  . 

'  Yes,  '  I  said,  "  so  it  seems." 
v^m0Dg  the  '•'  U!?g,8  "  we  Pioked  out  of  the  fender  was  a 

maito;irrnoirfi8hingree,;  tbatwas  ^d 

As  I  had  had  enough  billiards,  we  sat  down  and  had  a 

oSd°wina,hdaC>k  Pre8e^!y  the  Professor  took  up  t  ,e 
lono  ?  '  aud  attir  examlnin?  ^  through  his  glasses  for  a 
hong  time,  he  asked  me  if  It  was  part  of  an  andent 

oldyC\C°ffpemilL  daughter.)  IexpTamedtha^itwasai  ' 
lnnl ?     t  °r  KTa?  fashlD8  reel  which  1  had  dug  up  whilst 
looking  for  gardenias  when  fly  fishing  on  the  Avon  It 

H,«  er|bUly,nin  Wi-ltshire'  and         1  hfd  futended  to  ask 
the  Clock  Committee  of  the  Piscatorial  8c<i9ty  if  thef 
by  examining  the  works,  could  fix  the  date  at  which ,  it  ■ 
probably  ln  use  ;  but  that  it  was  in  such  I  rust,  s£ Tl 
was  going  to  have  it  cleaned  up  first.  y  ' 

All  this  time  the  Professor  kept  on  examining  the  old 
winch  and  presently  said  bethought  he  coud^ee !o  \ 

Ed  rragP  °n  °r  Iett0ri"g  °n  h  Md  a8k0d  for  a  MW-  J 

he^ot^^d  tt*  I*''0  'larder  he  rubbed  the  "cited 
U  ■  '  .  ?,  r'1  he  asked  me  a«ain  where  I  found  it  t 
explained  that  it  was  in  a  ditclf  by  the  river  Avon  near  ! 
Amesbury  under  the  mllum  of  Caw's  cimp!  ' 
C  i.ll?at  Scot!    CMed  the  Professor,  "  this  was  Jvlu  s 

A..d.„eroitwas!lp1^ 

J.  C. 

B.C.  LIU. 

There  you  ara  !  "  ho  criml    "  «  1  n  «_».t»m  /i 
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nother  I  will  bring  Julias  Caesar's  -winch  with  me— the 
Professor  made  it  pretty  nearly  as  bright  as  the  Piscatorial 
Vc;etv's  copper  kettle  before  he  finished  with  it.  I  may 
«ll  you  in  confidence  that,  if  he  had  unscrewed  the  handle 
date  and  looked  inside,  he  would  have  seen  another  in- 
icription  very  common  on  ancient  clocks  and  winches, 
:oming  from  his  country,  namely,  "  Made  in  Gebmany." 

^A^soon  as  the  professor's  account  of  the  discovery  of 
tsar's  winch  has  appeared,  in  the  Journal  of  the  Berlin 
Archaeological  Society,  I  fear  I  shall  have  to  write  a  note 
xolaining  that,  when  put  int>  English,  the  inscription 
'J  C  B  c.  53,"  means  simply  that  it  was  a  "  Best  Check  " 
winch,  made  in  1853,  by  John  Cheek,  a  well-known  London 
Uhing  tackle  maker  of  that  time. 

The  moral  of  this  little  story,  if  it  has  cne  at  all,  is,  co 
not  buy 

Izaak  Walton's  Clock,* 
simply  because  it  has  got  his  initials  on  it.  (Laughter.) 

Stocking  Waters  with  Trout— What  to  Stock 

WITH. 

After  reading  his  paper,  which  was  very  heartily  re 
cired,  Mr.  Marston  made  some  sugges'ions  to  the  society 
as  to  re-stocking  their  waters  with  trout.    He  said  that  ho 
thought  it  was  a  great  mi&tike  to  go  on  breeding  trout 
from  rivers  in  which  the  trout  rarely  cime  to  the  surface 
for  focd,  even  when  there  was  a  gooi  rise  of  small  fly  on. 
He  advocated  the  importation  of  pure-bred  wild  burn  trout 
from  highland  burns,  and  streams  in  Devonshire,  Wales, 
and  Scotland,  streams  which  had  never  had  imported  trout 
put  into  them,  and  trout  of  which  the  fish  breeders  them- 
selves could  not  tell  the  pedigree.    Mr.  Marston  pointed 
out  that  these  highland  burn  trout  were  active,  healthy 
vigorous  fish— not  scions  of  a  fat,  pampered  race,  which 
for  fenerations  had  been  fed  on  the  fat  of  the  land  in  stews 
where  they  were  kept  for  nothing  but  breeding  purposes. 
He  said  it  was  an  utter  mistake  to  say,  as  he  had  heard 
some  anglers  say,  who  wanted  an  excuse  for  catching 
trontlets  of  an  ounce  or  so  in  weight,  that  these  burn  trout 
never  grew  any  bigger.     Perhaps  some  of  the  diseased 
little  black  chaps  in  peat  burns  did  not,  but  he  was 
n  t  referring  to  them  ;  he  was  thinking,  for  instance,  of 
th°  lovely  fish  you  found  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Barle,  and 
fee  on  Exmoor,  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Whitaider,  and 
thousands  of  other  pure  and  lovely  little  streams,  m  which 
a  nature  bred  -wild  fish  of  Jib.  came  at  your  fly  with  a 
dash  and  fought  for  life  with  a  strength  and  vigour  which 
astonished  one  accustomed  to  the  far  larger  but  more 
lethargic  fish  of  South  of  England  streams.    Mr.  Marston 
mentioned  instances  which  had  come  under  his  own  per- 
sonal observation,  where  Devonshire  burn  trout  had  grown 
into  grand  fish  of  several  pounds  weight,  equal  in  shape 
and  beauty  to  any  trout  in  the  world,  and  far  superior,  in 
his  opinion,  to  any  foreign  fish  for  our  waters. 

Mr  Marston's  remarks  were  endorsed  by  several  gentle- 
men, including  Dr.  Brunton,  Mr.  "White,  Mr.  Crumplen, 
and  Mr.  H.  Brown. 

The  chairman  suggested  that  as  there  were  some  prizes 
to  distribute,  and  Mr.  Marston  was  present,  they  might 
ask  him  to  present  them,  and  Mr.  M.  then  had  the 
pleasure  of  banding  to  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley,  Mr.  Cormac 
O'Dowd,  and  Mr.  H.  Harden  some  extremely  handsome 
and  valuable  silver  challenge  cups. 

The  proceedings  terminated  with  a  hearty  vote  ot  thanks 
to  Mr.  Marston  for  his  paper,  and  to  the  chairman,  Mr. 
Booker.   . 


COLOUR  AND  BLINDNESS 
TROUT. 


IN 


I  fear  that  "  Ibis  Tag's  "  appeal  to  an  angling 
trinity  composed  of  Dr.  PattersoD,  Mr.  Tod,  and 
myself,  must  be  "  meant  satirical."  At  all  events, 
I  personally  feel  that  I  have  no  pretensions  to  the 
dignity  he  thrusts  on  us.  I  am  especially  unwilling 
to  claim  any  such  distinction,  because,  so  far  as  I 
have  seen,  your  scientific  angler  is  generally  one 
•who  knows  little  of  science  and  less  of  angling. 

As,  however,  my  personal  experience  enables 
me  partially  to  confirm  Herr  Jaffe's  interesting 
note  as  to  too  great  exposure  to  light  causing 
blindness  in  one  species  of  trout,  I  hope  you  will 
allow  me  to  once  more  encroach  on  your  space. 

Five  years  ago  I  had  in  my  study  a  small 
aquarium  containing  a  few  fontinalis  and  farios.^ 
This  stood  at  a  window,  and  had  some  "  hides 
to  shelter  the  fish ;  but  to  avoid  any  excess  of 
light,  the  servants  had  orders  to  keep  the  blinds 
down  as  much  as  possible,  orders  which  I  need 
hardly  say  were  not  obeyed. 

Well,  all  the  larger  fish  became  blind  of  one 
eye.  At  first  I  was  puzzled  at  this,  but  I  have 
now  little  doubt  that  the  reason  why  it  was  the 
larger  fish  which  became  blind  was  that  their  in- 
creased size  prevented  .them  from  using  the 
shelters  provided  for  them.  Of  course,  the  fact 
that  fish  always  lie  with  their  head  to  the  current, 
and  the  consequent  constant  exposure  of  one  eye 
to  the  light  would  account  for  one  eye  only 
becoming  blind.  , 
I  may  mention  that  the  affected  eye  became 


*  *  The  society  has  been  considering  the  question  of  purchasing 
an  old  clock  said  to  have  belonged  to  Walton,  but  with  no 
padigree.— Ed. 


milky,  as  if  affected  with  cataract.    On  examina 
tion,  I  found  the  vitreous  humour  thick  and 
muddy,  whilst  the  lens  of  the  eye  was  pretty 
clear. 

It  seems  pretty  clear,  from  "  Ibis  Tag's 
account,  that  his  fish  were  not  totally  blind.  Had 
they  been  so  the  opalescent  condition  of  the  eye 
must  have  attracted  more  attention  from  one  who 
is  evidently  a  keen  observer.  The  dirtiness,  or 
opalesence,  of  which  he  speaks  is  exactly  what  I 
found  in  my  blind  trout,  and  if  the  blindness 
were  incomplete  this  milkiness  would  naturally  be 
less  pronounced. 

As  regards  my  own  unintentional  experiment, 
it  is,  of  course,  dangerous  to  rely  much  on  what  is 
observed  amongst  fish  in  so  highly  artificial  a 
state  of  captivity  for  an  explanation  of  what 
occurs  amongst  wild  fish  ;  such  an  experiment  is 
only  of  use  in  confirming  and  defining  observed 
facts. 

And  just  here  the  results  of  my  observations 
differ  from  those  of  Messrs.  JaftV  and  "  Ibis  Tag," 
for  those  fish  did  not  lose  either  colour  or  condi- 
tion. Of  course,  they  were  only  blind  of  the  "  other 
eye,"  still  the  fact  of  their  remaining  unaltered 
would  lead  one  to  enquire  whether  this  blackness 
of  "Ibis  Tag's"  fish  was  not  due  simply  to  a 
difficulty  in  procuring  food  rather  than  to  the 
absence  of  a  light  stimulus.  Of  course,  my  hand 
fed  fishes,  even  when  all  but  blind,  had  no  diffi 
culty  in  procuring  food.  And  there  was  one 
small  fontenalis  which  became  totally  blind  in 
both  eyes,  and  which  I  literally  fed  with  a  spoon 
(not  of  the  piscatorial  sort).  The  poor  little 
beggar  did  not  lose  colour  till  he  became  ex 
tremely  lean. 

Now  all  anglers  know  that  trout,  when  out  of 
condition,  become  dark  in  hue  and  the  Howietoun 
experiments  proved  that  food  had  a  distinct 
influence  on  colour.  Hence  I  am  personally 
inclined  to  endorse  "  Ibis  Tag's  "  opinions  that 
the  real  cause  of  this  blackness  is  simply  loss  of 
condition  from  starvation.  At  the  same  time  it 
would  be  unfair  to  conceal  the  fact  that  another 
explanation  of  this  blackness  is  possible,  viz.,  the 
absence  of  a  light  stimulus  from  the  eye. 

To  explain  this  requires  just  a  very  tiny  bit  of 
scientific  explanation;  which  I  offer  in  fear  and 
trembling,  because,  a3  already  said,  I  do  not 
claim  to  be  a  "  scientific  angler."  I  shall  try  to 
put  this  as  concisely  as  possible.  The  colour  of 
fishes  is  mainly  due  to  the  presence  of  certain 
colour  particles  (chromatophoresj  which  may  be 
of  many  colours,  e.g.,  red  or  black.  These,  beside 
their  regular  steady  process  of  growth,  are  subject 
to  sudden  contraction  and  dilatation,  or,  perhaps, 
crowding  together  and  scattering  were  better 
terms,  under  the  stimulus  of  light.  In  fact  they 
behave  just  like  a  mob  of  small  boys,  crowding 
together  for  mutual  support,  when  the  policeman's 
lantern  flashes  on  them  in  the  midst  of  some 
juvenile  misdeed. 

But  besides  this,  we  have  other  factors  in 
producing  the  general  colour  of  any  individual 
fish.  There  are  the  iridescences  of  its  scales,  the 
greater  or  less  sponginess  of  its  skin,  and  the 
amount  of  muceus  covering  the  body.  In  the 
present  case  one  may  put  aside  any  staining 
action  of  peat  or  other  colouring  matters  in  the 
water,  though  this  is  usually  an  important  factor. 

Now  in  the  case  of  an  ill-conditioned  trout, 
these  last  mentioned  causes,  namely,  lost  or 
diminished  iridescence,  sponginess  of  skin,  and 
increased  slimir.e:s  (with,  perhaps,  lessened  reac- 
tion of  the  nerves  to  light),  seems  to  be  the  principal 
causes  of  that  dinginess  which  we  all  know  and 

^If  however,  an  examination  of  those  black 
trout  referred  to  by  "  Ibis  Tay "  were  to  show 
either  an  increase  or  diffusion  of  the  colour- 
particles,  then  an  interesting  point  would  arise. 
For  either  the  colour  changes  of  fish  are  voluntary 
or  involuntary  (reflex)  or  simply  mechanical.  To 
a  certain  extent  this  last  must  be  true,  as  is  Btaown 
by  the  changes  of  colour  in  trout  after  death. 
Even  pressure  will  cause  a  change,  as  all  anglers 
know.  Remains  then  the  question  of  whether 
the  light  stimulus  acts  reflexly  from  the  whole 
surface  of  the  body  and  the  eyes,  or  reflexly  from 
the  eyes  only,  as  believed  by  Fouchet.  The  case 
of  my  little  fontinalis  seems  rather  to  point  to 
the  former  alternative.  As  to  whether  the  light 
stimulus  act  voluntarily  or  involuntarily  when  it 
acts  through  the  eyes  I  am  not  going  to  venture 
an  opinion. 


Despite  all  this,  it  is  just  possible  that  the 
darkness  of  colour  may  be  due  to  the  loss  of 
sight  depriving  the  nerves  of  their  stimulus 
I  feel  justified  in  using  so  guarded  language, 
because  I  know  of  no  positive  experiments  bearing 
directly  on  this  subject,  and  because  I  have  few 
chances  of  investigating  this  point.  Fortunately, 
we  in  the  north  are  little  troubled  with  such 
black  trout.  Black  trout  enough  we  have,  in  all 
conscience,  in  our  peaty  burns  and  lochs ;  but 
anyone  who  has  fished  for  them  knows  that  there 
is  nothing  wrong  with  their  eyesight,  and  then- 
colour,  though  dark,  is  caused  by  their  environ- 
ment. .  . 

I  think  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour 
of  what  both  "  Ibis  Tag  "  and  Herr  Jaffe  seem  to 
hint  at,  viz.,  that  some  blindness  may  be  caused 
by  the  necessarily  greater  exposure  of  fry  m  pom  s 
than  in  their  natural  condition.  For,  if  we  cor- 
sider  how  long  trout  fry  in  a  river  remain  perdu 
under  shelter  of  the  gravel,  we  need  hardly  be 
surprised  if,  despite  all  precautions,  a  small  per- 
centage of  fish  kept  in  ponds  did  become  blind_ 
Perhaps  Herr  Jaffe  or  some  other  pisciculturist 
may  be  able  to  tell  us  more  of  this. 

Everyone  who  has  bred  trout  must  have  noticed 
the  great  varieties  of  colour  that  exist  even 
among  fry  bred  from  the  same  set  of  ova  and 
kept  in  the  same  pond ;  but  this,  I  suspect,  is 
simply  due  to  the  little  fishes  adapting  themselves 
to  their  immediate  surroundings. 

Your  readers  are  not  to  suppose  that  I  give 
these  views  of  mine  as  a  complete  scientific 
explanation  of  this  matter.  I  have  no  wish  to 
pose  as  "  Sir  Oracle,"  and  only  wish  to  suggest  a 
possible  explanation  of  this  phenomenon,  seeing 
that,  excepting  Mr.  T)d,  none  of  the  many 
amongst  your  numerous  readers,  who  must  be 
abler  than  myself  to  do  so,  have  offered  the 
desired  information.  T.  Spence. 


SPRING  SALMON  ANGLING. 

When  artificial  lures  were  first  introduced  into 
the  art  of  salmon  angling  in  the  north  they  were 
used  after  the  manner  of  large  salmon  flies.  Ihe 
phantom,  or  horn  minnow,  was  usually  attached 
to  the  twisted  gut  cast,  and,  with  a  somewhat 
shortened  line,  the  bait  was  sent  over  the  pool 
and  worked  round  after  the  manner  of  a  salmon 
fly,  •  somewhat  slower  and  with  longer  pulls, 
the  slack  being  pulled  in  and  coiled  in  the  lelt 
hand  preparatory  to  the  next  cast. 

Some  old  fishermen  yet  prefer  this  method  ot 
working  the  phantom,  and  1  had  the  pleasure  only 
the  other  day  of  being  with  an  old  hand  at  the 
waterside,  who  not  only  gave  an  exhibition  ot  this 
ancient  style  of  spinning  with  his  18ft.  salmon  rod 
and  line,  but  actually  hooked  and  landed  a  fine  fish 
of  81b.  during  the  operation. 

But  with  the  introduction  of  the  live  bait  and  it  s 
o-eneral  adaptation  to  salmon  angling  came  the 
spinning  rod,  the  casting  reel,  and  the  spinning 
line— all  necessary  adjuncts  to  the  progress  of  the 

^Some  preferred  bamboo  rods  to  greenbeart  at 
first  They  were  cheaper,  and  by  a  popular  mis. 
take  were  thought  to  be  much  «ghtw.  ButJ the 
ereenheart  now  holds  the  field.  The  difficulty  ot 
repairing  bamboo,  and  the  prejudice  of  some 
makers  against  it,  probably  never  gave  it  a  fair 
chance  on  our  northern  rivers,  and  now  it  is  never 
seen  once  among  a  score  or  more  of  greenheart. 

For  the  Dee  and  other  large  salmon  rivers  15ft. 
is  the  common  size  of  the  spinning  rod,  although 
some  prefer  a  weapon  of  16ft.  as  afiordn.g 
more  power;  and  others,  again,  find  a  lift 
one  quite  sufficient  for  all  purposes.  r  r 
spinning  purposes  a  lift,  rod  w.  l  answer  quite 
as  well  as  one  a  couple  of  feet  longer,  and  le 
much  easier  handled;  but  when  it  comes  to 
running  a  heavy  fish  the  more  powerful  rod  then 
comes  to  the  front,  and  it  is  then  that  the  angler 
S  the  16-footer  has  the  best  of  the  game. 
However,  for  all  practical  purposes  the  medium 
rod  of  1. ".ft.  answers  the  purposes  of  both.  It  is 
comparatively  light  to  handle,  and  yet  strong 
3to  deal  with  autumn  fish  of  the  heav.est 
calibre  It  is  the  rod  that  is  most  in  demand,  and 
which  most  practical  anglers  recommend  when 
asking  what  size  of  a  spinning  rod  should  be 

With  a  second  middle  joint  and  top  of  more 
springy  make,  it  can  be  fitted  up  as  an  excellent 
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grilse  rod,  for  Bummer  grilse  angling,  and  may  be 
called  into  requisition  at  any  time  for  Bea  trout, 
estuary  fishing,  or  trolling. 

This  combination  rod  is  an  excellent  arrange 
mont  for  those  who  have  much  moving  about. 
The  one  I  have  used  for  some  fourteen  years  now, 
and  which  I  have  in  my  mind's  eye  at  the  present 
moment,  was  made  specially  by  Messrs.  Blacklaws, 
Kincardine,  O'Neil.    I  wanted  a  rod  which,  by  a 
<;hange  of  top,  would  either  do  for  spinning  or  fly 
fishing.    Acting  on  old  Black  law^s  suggestion 
the  butt  was  made  5ft.  !tin. ;  the  middle,  5ft.  Gin 
the  top,  for  fly  work,  .r)ft.  (Jin.,  and  for  spinning 
.'ift.  itin.    When  put  together  my  fly  rod  measures 
exactly    l(ift.    9in.,    and    when    the  spinning 
top   is    substituted,    15ft.    nett.     I    have  for 
all  practical  purposes  two  rods  in  combination, 
a    f7ft.  fly  rod    and    a    15ft.    spinning  rod. 
•it  is  a  bit  of  a  nuisance  to  have  to  look  after  a 
spare  top.    I  had  my  trials  and  troubles  enough 
with  this  one  before  I  thought  out  a  plan  of 
escape.    Once  I  stuck  my  spare  fly  top  into  a 
whinn  bush  by  the  water  side,  marking  the  place 
well,  and  hoped  to  be  able  easily  enough  to  pick 
f  "P  again  after  I  had  gone  down  the  pool. 
When  I  came  to  the  place  there  were  so  many 
whinn  bushes  about  that  I  really  could  not  tell  the 
one  from  the  other.    They  were  all  getting  into 
full  yellow  bloom,  which  made  the  task  all  tbe 
more  difficult.     I  dashed  about  at  first  as  one 
invariably  does  when  puzzled,  but  no  top  met  my 
anxious  gaze.    I  was  anxious  to  get  over  the 
upper  pools  with  the  fly  before  the  ligbt  sbould 
fade  too  much;  but  there  was  scarcely  enouo-h 
left  now  to  let  me  see  to  grope  among  the  whinn 
bushes    Then  I  pushed  from  one  spot  to  the 
other  along  the  bank  all  up  and  down,  in  case  I 
should  really  have  mistaken  the  exact  spot  I 
tore  my  hands  and  punctured  my  waders  in 
wading  up  to  the  waist  among  whins,  but  all  to 
no  purpose.    It  grew  dark  upon  me,  and  I  had 
perforce  to  bundle  up  as  best  1  could,  forego  that 
last  cast,  which  I  was  certain  would  have  been 
tatal  to  a  fish,  especially  so  when  it  was  denied 
me,  and  trudge  home  weary,  worn,  and  minus  my 
top,  to  say  nothing  of  the  expected  fish.    If  there 
had  been  even  a  2oz.  trout  in  the  creel  it  would 
have  been  some  consolation,  and  saved  the  day 
from  blank  disaster  and  despair 

Thinking  that  some  of  the  village  boys  had 
probably  seen  me  placing  it  in  the  whin  bush, 
and  had  appropriated  it  for  their  own  uses  and 
purposes,  I  made  secret  inquiries  among  the 
young  angling  fraternity  as  to  any  one  who  had  a 
new  rod,  tor  a  salmon-top  and  any  other  home- 
made piece  forms  an  excellent  rig  out  to  the 
young  idea  near  a  river  or  stream.    But  it  had 

Sln,1^,^  0f  their  hands-  F°r  several 
days  I  looked  the  spot  carefully,  and  then  for  the 
next  six  months  of  Sundays  the  same  futile 
search  had  my  most  careful  attention.  Having 

2A°PS  f  t0  fal1  back  on  the  ^serve  oneg 
and  not  to  play  the  same  game  with  it,  or  my  spin- 
ning top  when  using  the  fly,  I  got  a  deep  groove 
feathered  mto  my  long  gaif  handle,  anf  in  th£ 
way  have  ever  since  carried  my  spare  top  piece 
iT1^  ?fimdia  ™bber  baQds  holds  it  in  its 
gfi1  have  never  had  the  least  trouble  with 
the  matter  since  adopting  this  plan.     It  is  a 

"ptuutnt7  Way°f  Cai^  ^out  a  spti. 
top  but  then  it  ensures  one  of  having  a  change 
when  wanted  and  of  safety  from  loss  or  breaSe 
at  the  same  time.  As  to  the  lost  top,  it  was 
found  during  the  winter  by  a  woodcutter?  who  was 
engaged  to  clear  the  banks  of  whins  during  Ihe 
oft  season;  and  as  he  knew  of  my  loss  aftef  the 
St  one  £tr  that -erything  else  is  to^ 

SouLS  f  6  C°Ttry  for  miles  n>™d,  he 
brought  it  to  me  and  earned  the  half  crown 
inward  which  I  had  offered  for  it  to  the  keeper 

of  ft  U  ,had  Slid  int0  a  hole  a*  'he  foot, 

of  the  bush,  and  so  escaped  notice  until  the 

founfit       g°ne  °ff  "  Wt'  Wben  theTabourer 

i&S™  salmon  would  never  have  attained 

It  tipp!?3^6  ^    iU  the  d0main°f  anghngreq^sHesg 

reek  f         S  .enormously.    Other  casting 

ieels  there  are,  but  in  our  opinion,  and  that  of 


the  vast  army  of  salmon  anglers  who  have  once 
tried  it,  nothing  can  compare  to  the  simplicity, 
execution,    and  compactness   of    the  Malloch 
casting  reel.    I  well  remember  its  first  introduc- 
tion on  Deeside  some  fifteen  years  ago.  Mr. 
Malloch  had  sent  on  a  sample  of  the  new  reel  to 
my  friend  Mr.  George  Blacklaws,  of  the  firm  of 
Blacklaws  and  Son,  tackle-makers,  Kincardine 
O'Neil.     The  article  came  to  hand  with  the 
evening's  post,  and  dropping  into  his  workshop 
for  an  evening  pipe,  as  was  my  custom,  and  to 
talk  fishing  for  the  rest  of  the  night,  George 
handed  me  the  "  skeleton "  looking  like  affair, 
and  asksd  me  what  I  thought  of  it.    "  But  how 
does  it  work,  George  ?  "  I  asked.    "  In  the  name 
of  all  I  hold  sacred,"  said  George,  "  that's  what 
I've  been  trying  to  find  out."    And  then  we  both 
set  to  to  find  the  puzzle.  Presently  the  late  Lord 
Alrbuthnot  dropped  in,  and  he  fingered  the 
''  skeleton,"  too,  but  to  no  purpose,  so  he  dismissed 

it  after  his  brusk  fashion  as  "a  d  d  thing," 

and  left.  Soon  after,  and  knocking  the  ashes  from 
my  pipe,  I  bade  George  "  good-night "  and  left  him 
with  the  puzzle.    We  had  both  argued  the  matter 
from  every  point  of  view  but  the  right  one,  and 
had  both  got  pretty  red  in  the  face  over  it.  I 
was  fast  into  my  first  sleep,  when  I  heard  my 
friend  knocking  at  the  outside  of  my  bedroom 
window,  and  asking  if  I  had  gone  to  bed.  Of 
course  I  had,  but  "  come  in."    "  No,  no,  throw  up 
the  window  and  see  this,"  and  up  the  window 
went.     "Eureka"  he  cried,  and  with  his  14ft. 
trouting  rod,  he  sent  a  common  cord  line  with  a 
small  lead  weight  attached,  right  to  the  end  of  my 
garden,  and  with  the  slightest  possible  exertion 
imaginable.    I  was  into  my  pants  and  on  the 
turf  in  a  second  or  two.    It  was  a  balmy 
July  night  and  at  that   time    of    the  year 
when  there  is  almost  no  night.    The  secret  we 
had  failed  to  discover  at  first  sight,  and  without 
instructions  now  revealed  itself.    It  requires  a 
little  weight  to  run  the  line  off  when  the  drum  is 
turned  from  the  perpendicular  to  the  horizontal. 
This  is  usually  the  work  of  the  bait  employed, 
and  is  frequently  assisted  by  a  leaded  minnow  or 
trace.    George  had  gone  to  bed  thinking  over  the 
fib  Malloch  had  told  him  that  he  could  easily  spin 
60yds.  of  a  silk  line  with  that  reel,  and  no  doubt 
homologating  Lord  Arbuthnott's  opinion,  when 
the  light  suddenly  dawned  upon  him,  and  so 
pleased  was  he  that  I  had  to  be  roused  in  the 
middle  of  the  night  also  to  get  my  first  lesson  in 
the  use  of  the  Malloch  casting  reel.    We  were 
both  pretty  efficient  before  we  left  off,  and  the 
want  of  line  enough  only  prevented  us  sending 
that  lead  through  the  kirk  windows. 

The  reel  sprang  immediately  into  popularity; 
and  the  future  predicted  for  it  in  these  pages  has 
been  more  than  amply  fulfilled.  Of  course  it  has 
its  drawbacks,  for  there  is  no  perfection  under 
the  sun.  But  the  Malloch  reel  of  to  day  is  as 
near  it  as  anything  else  devised  by  man  that  we 
are  aware  of.  Mr.  Malloch  has  been  alive  to 
every  sensible  suggestion  or  improvement,  and 
the  latest  has  been  the  introduction  of  a  reversible 
drum,  which  is  intended  to  counteract  the  tortion 
which  is  inseparable  from  the  use  of  all  spinning 
baits,  and  so  obviate  kinking.  Good  wine  needs 
no  bush ;  and  all  I  can  say  is,  had  Mr.  Malloch 
done  nothing  else  in  his  lifetime  than  invented 
his  reel,  he  would  have  laid  the  angling  fraternity 
in  general,  and  the  angler  who  spins  for  salmon 
in  particular,  under  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude 
tor  all  time  to  come.  (j. 


A  HOLIDAY 
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I. — The  Tropics. 


"Whitakek's  Directory  of  Titled  Per- 
S?N!So'wOR  ^--Messrs.  Whitaker  and  Sons, 
of  U  Warwick-lane,  E.C.,  have  published,  under 
the  above  heading,  a  companion  to  "  Whitaker's 
Almanack.  The  object  of  the  publishers  is  to 
place  m  the  hands  of  the  public  a  reliable  directory 
of  the  peerage  and  other  titled  persons  at  a  cheap 
rate.  Ihe  work  is  issued  in  distinctive  binding 
in  similar  size  to  the  almanack,  and  is  published 
at  halt-a-crown.  The  ordinary  contents  of  a 
peerage,  baronetage,  and  knightage,  including 
<<  wu^  ladies  and  titled  issue,  are  presented  in 

Whitaker  s  Directory  "  under  a  single  alphabet 
and  to  this  is  prefixed  an  extended  list  of  the 
Royal  Family,  together  with  much  descriptive 
and  explanatory  information.  An  alphabetical 
list  of  country  seats  is  a  noticeable  feature,  help- 
ing appreciably  to  render  the  volume  a  handy  and 
concise  Court  guide. 


Tired  of  the  dreary  English  winter,  W- 
a  friend  of  the  writer's  in  the  autumn  of  1 
went  out  to  the  West  Indies  to  enjoy  the  suns' 
and  warmth  of  the  tropics.  The  Blue  Moun 
of  Jamaica  fascinated  him  so  much,  that 
bought  a  small  estate  there,  and  being  disincline  ■ 
last  summer  to  leave  his  lovely  garden,  or  it 
exchange  the  genial  climate  of  the  south  for  th ' 
cold  north,  it  was  agreed  that  instead  of  ou. 
usual  trip  to  Norway  I  should  spend  my  holida'j 
with  him  in  his  newly  found  paradise. 

So  in  due  course  I  left  Southampton  by  th< 
R.M.  s.s.  Medway  for  Jamaica.  Barbados  the  firs^ 
port  of  call  was  reached  early  in  the  morning  ol 
the  twelfth  day  after  leaving  England.    Oh,  tht 
delight   of  seeing  land  once  more  after  the 
weariness  of  the  voyage !    Not  only  does  the  first 
view  of  the  tropics  throw  a  charm  over  you  which 
long  survives  the  day,  but  the  delicious  feeling  of 
the  early  morning  in  those  climes,  awakes  a  new  I 
sense  of  the  pleasure  of  life.  Although  the  Island 
is  not  to  be  compared  in  beauty  with  many  of  the  i 
others  the  exquisite  blue  and  white  of  the  water  I 
where  the  surf  was  gently  breaking  on  the  coral 
shore,  the  sea-loving  cocoa-nut  palms  bending 
gracefully  over  the  water,  and  the  rich  green 
foliage  in  the  background,  made  a  beautiful 
picture. 

As  soon  as  the  firing  of  the  ship's  signal  gun 
told  of  our  arrival,  quantities  of  negroes  in  shore 
boats  came  clamouring  round  the  ship  eager  to 
take  passengers  ashore.  Their  incessant  quarrels 
with  the  harbour  police,  who  were  trying  to  keep 
the  ship's  ladder  clear,  were  very  entertaining. 
Black  boys  with  skins  like  soft  kid,  were  paddling 
about  in  coffin  shaped  canoes,  facetiously  named 
after  the  Royal  Mail  Company's  Ocean  Steamers, 
making  a  small  fortune  by  diving  for  pennies. 
Amongst  them  were  two  white  skinned  boys,  who, 
a  subaltern  of  police  told  me,  were  known  as  "  red 
legs,"  and  were  direct  decendants  of  Irish 
prisoners  transported  to  the  Island  by  Cromwell. 
"  They  are  as  idle  and  degrated,"  he  added,  "  as 
the  blacks." 

I  was  sorry  to  find  they  were  countrymen  of 
mine,  but  found  some  comfort  in  the  reflection 
that  had  the  prisoners  been  Saxon,  their 
decendants  would  probably  have  been  black ! 

On  shore  a  cool  breeze  was  blowing  and  the 
temperature  was  very  pleasant,  much  less  hot 
than  I  had  expected. 

No  one  seemed  to  trouble  the  least  about 
protecting  his  head  from  the  sun,  unless  the 
official  gentleman  who  came  on  board  at  six  in 
the  morning  in  a  black  top-hat  can  be  said  to 
have  been  doing  so.  However,  sunstroke  appears 
to  be  practically  unknown  in  the  Island. 

A  few  hours  were  very  pleasantly  spent  on 
shore  seeing  so  much  that  was  new. 

Every  one  has  a  good  idea  of  the  beauty  of  the 
coacoa-nut  palm,  but  no  one  who  has  not  seen 
the  scarlet  blaze  of  the  Flamboyant  (Poinciana 
regia)  in  its  glory  has  the  faintest  conception  of  1 
the  magnificence  of  that  tree.  It  alone  is  worth 
a  visit  to  the  tropics. 

Wo  left  Barbados  in  the  evening,  and  on  the 
following  Friday  at  six  in  the  morning,  the  fourth' 
day  after  leaving  Barbados,  we  passed  Port  Royal. 
An  hour  later  the  ship  was  alongside  the  wharf 
at  Kingston. 

The  entrance  to  Port  Royal  with  its  crumpled 
greeny  blue  mountains  rising  straight  up  behind 
it  was  very  beautiaul.  Jamaica  is,  perhaps,  the 
finest  island  of  the  West  Indies,  and  in  these  days 
of  sugar  bounties  it  would  also  seem  to  be  the 
best  off,  with  its  coffee,  its  tobacco,  and  its  fruit. 

Blue  mountain  coffee  always  fetches  a  high 
price;  the  trouble  in  Cuba  is  stimulating  the 
tobacco  growers,  while  the  ruin  of  the  Florida 
orange  groves  is  opening  up  a  great  source  of 
income  to  Jamaicans.  Kingston.is  hot ;  there  is 
no  doubt  that  it  is  much  hotter  than  Barbados, 
although  it  is  some  seven  degrees  of  latitude 
further  ncr'.h. 

Without  stopping  to  see  the  town  I  got  a  buggy 
as  soon  as  possible  and  drove  off  towards  the 
Blue  Mountains.  The  road  led  up  a  valley  rich 
m  tropical  vegetation,  through  Hope  Botanical. 
Gardens  to  Gorden  Town  where  Walter  met  me. 


[ere  the  carriage  road  ended,  and  with  my 
a^age  on  a  couple  of  mules  we  started  on  pony 
ack  to  Walter's  home  where  we  arrived  about 

"iMe  an  ideal  spot,  without  any  of  the  usual 
Irawbacks  of  the  tropics.  Fine  mountain  scenery, 
Jenty  of  water,  a  climate  quite  unsurpassed,  and 
10  fevers,  snakes,  or  teasing  insects  whatever. 
Scorpions  there  are,  and  tarantulas,  but  they 
•eep  entirely  to  themselves.  Although  it  was 
he  worst  time  of  year  for  the  garden,  it  was 
jrieht  with  colour.  Roses,  allamandas,  scarlet 
ml  pink  varieties  of  Hibiscus,  blue  and  crimson 
pomaeas,  begonias  (unknown  at  home),  and  many 
jthers.  Humming  birds  glittering  with  a  green 
metallic  lustre,  and  butterflies  of  many  colours 
olaved  about  the  flowers.  A  stream  babbled 
Lhrou<di  the  garden,  and  the  soothing  sound  oi 
the  river  came  up  from  below.  No  wonder 
Walter,  a  bom  gardener,  had  fallen  in  love  with 

^Th^sun  was  down  before  we  had  done  wander- 
in«  about,  and  the  full  moon  had  risen  over  the 
mountain  side,  shedding  a  mellow  light  over  the 
whole  garden.  The  nightly  chorous  of  tree  frogs 
and  cicadas  was  in  full  swing.  Fire  flies  had 
come  out  in  countless  numbers,  glowing  with 
their  phosphorescent  light,  and  through  them,  at 
intervals,  the  still  more  brilliant  wmkies  (candle 
flies)  flashed  like  meteors  amongst  the  stars.  It 
was  a  scene  out  of  fairyland,  and  as  we  lingered 
in  the  garden  the  fragrance  of  the  flowers  and  the 
dreamy  softness  of  the  tropical  night  filled  me 
with  a  sense  as  of  infinite  peace,  which  1  could 
not  resist,  and  shall  never  forget. 


mongoose  devoted  himself  instead  to  the  snakes  '  hooks"  and  the  other 
and  the  land  crabs,  and  now  he  turnshis  attention  [  generally  leaves  out  an 
to  chickens,  leaving  the  rats  alone. 

The  best  fish  in  the  river,  perhaps,  is  not  a  fish 
at  all,  but  the  fresh  water  lobster.    It  is  hardly  to 
be  distinguished  in  taste  from  its  sea  brother.  It 
is  very  greedy  and  uses  its  powerful  claws  most 
effectively  in  its  defence,  and  as  it  runs  up  to  21b. 
in  weight  it  is  good  fun  to  catch.    If  held  by  a 
claw  it  will  sometimes  escape  by  letting  it  go 
altogether,  as  a  lizard  is  said  to  do  its  tail.  The 
Castleton  river  is  f ull  of  them,  but  in  Walter  s 
water  it  is  not  so  common.    I  fished  for  it  after 
the  negro  method.    A  bit  of  fish  is  tied  to  a  string 
at  the  end  of  a  small  bamboo  rod,  and  sunk  in 
the  holes.    The  lobster  seizes  the  bait  and  clings 
so  tenaciously  that  it  allows  itself  to  be  jerked 
out  of  the  water,  before  it  lets  go  its  hold.  Craw- 


creech  owls"  (a  negro 
"s").  'Creech  owls  he 
i  "  do  with,"  but  he  can't  stand  "pathooks" 
because  of  their  "ugly  face/'  One  day  he  went 
to  get  a  mango,  and  nearly  put  his  hand  on  two 
without  seeing  them.  One  he  killed,  but  the 
other  got  away;  he  did  not  bother  with  the 
mangoes  after  that.  ' '  Why  did  he  kill  it  Walter 
asked,  "  it  didn't  do  him  any  harm  ?  No,  but 
had  the  Squire  ever  seen  it  ?  It  had  such  an  ugly 
face  he  couldn't  Ido  with  that  thing;  he  always 
usual  to  kill  them— very  ugly  thing— the  face 

really  ugly."  .  ,.  j 

The  other  gardener,  Ledhu,  is  a  coolie,  and 
much  sharper  intellectually  than  any  black.  He 
is  very  cheery,  chaffs  everybody,  and  quarrels 
with  no  one.  He  laughs  at  the  churchy  pre- 
clivities  of  the  blacks,  but  he  is  also  much  afraid 


out  of  the  water,  before  it  lets  go  its  hold.  Uraw-    7™"!'  ^ht  some  years  back,  he 


II.— Fishing. 
We  were  up  before  the  sun  next  morning  to  enjoy 
the  early  hours— the  best  of  the  day  m  the 

tr°f he3' heavy  dew,  not  yet  evaporated  by  the 
warmth  of  the  morning  sun,  was  still  iresh  upon 
the  leaves  and  flowers,  giving  them  a  crisp  look, 
which  they  are  apt  to  lose  as  the  heat  increases. 
After  breakfast  we  went  down  to  the  river  it  is 
a  lovely  little  mountain  stream  of  the  clearest 
water,  which  ripples  over  gravel,  tumbles  over 
rocks,  and  makes  delicious  music  as  it  rashes 
down  the  valley  to  the  sea. 

On  either  side  the  hills,  except  for  a  few 
clearances,  are  thickly  wooded.    Higher  up  the 
mountains,  where  nature  has  been  left  to  herselt, 
the  forests  are  so  dense  that  the  sun  never  pene- 
trates them.   There  is  a  feeling  of  oppression  m 
those  dark,  silent  woods,  from  which  it  is  a  relief 
to  escape.    Except  the  occasional  fall  of  a  branch 
or  the  weird  note  of  the  solitaire,  the  stillness  is 
absolute ;  but  the  fight  that  rages  in  silence  is  of 
the  fiercest.    In  striking  contrast  to  higher  lati- 
tudes the  struggle  for  life  amongst  plants  m  the 
tropics  is  appalling.    Every  scrap  of  soil  is  fought 
for  hardly  a  tree  is  not  clutched  by  some  paras  te 
in  a  life  and  death  grip;  and,  conversely,  whilst 
in  temperate  regions  human  energy  reaches  ist 
climax,  in  the  tropics  it  would  seem  as  if  man, 
without  much  difficulty  could  become  effete .11, 
as  Professor  Ryhs  Davids  m  his  Hibbert  Lectures 
asserts,  Nirvana  is  a  condition  oi  life  (not  death) 
in  which  "  all  the  difficulties  and  trials  of  life,  its 
gains  and  ills,  its  hopes  and  its  despair  have 
iassed  away  for  ever  in  a  perfect  rest,  J  should 
fancy  that  passive  state  of  bliss  is  more  likely  to 
be  attained  in  the  tropics  than  elsewhere 

It  is  difficult  to  get  rid  of  tbe  idea  that  yene- 
mous  snakes  and  pestilent  insects  haunt  all 
tropical  rivers,  making  fishing  m  them  unpleasant 
if  not  actually  dangerous ;  but  m  Jamaica  there 
is  nothing  to  fear.  No  snake  exists  in  the  island, 
and  although  by  some  of  the  _  rivers  ticks, 
mosquitoes,  and  jiggers  are  undeniably  trouble- 
some, by  Walter's  river  there  are  none. 

It  is  this  which  made  bathing  such  a  pleasure. 
Under  the  shade  of  some  chimps  of  bamboos, 
which,  shooting  up  to.  a  height  of  60ft  or  more 
bend  gracefulfy  over  the  water  in  P^es  of 
tender  green,  Je  plunged  in  and  out  ot  the  wa  tei 
and 'laid  upon  the  Trot  rocks  to  our  hearts 

^In^some  places,  as  we  approached  the  river 
crabs,  looking  exactly  like,  sea  specnnensscuttled 
away  over  the  rocks  into  the  pools  These  im- 
fortunately  were  not  the  famous  land  crabs  which 
were  such  good  eating.  The  mongoose  discovered 
how  excellent  these  were  and  not  one  »  lett. 
Imported  into  the  island  to  kill  the  rats,  the. 


negro  grabs  them  with  his  hands  from  under  the 
rocks,  or  sets  bamboo  fish  pots  for  them,  or  even 
uses  less  legitimate  methods. 

There  is  another  variety  of  crawfish  without 
claws,  called  a   jonga,    equally   common,  I 
indifferent  eating. 

It  is  good  fun  wading  up  and  down  the  river, 
turning  over  the  stones  and  grabbing  crawfish  ;  so 
quick  are  they  that  it  is  not  at  all  easy  to  catch 
them.    Mountain  mullet  are  quite  a  delicacy  and 
plentiful,  but  shy.    After  rain,  when  the  water  is 
coloured,  they  can  best  be  caught.  Alligator  pear 
is  the  usual  bait.    However,  the  negro  prefers  to 
poison  the  water  with  a  species  of  aloe,  or  he  blows 
the  fish  up  with  dynamite.  A  basket  is  soon  filled 
that  way  and  can  be  sold  without  difficulty.  We 
never  saw  a  mullet  over  a  pound  m  weight,  but 
Headlam,  one  of  Walter's  gardeners,  declared  they 
were  to  be  had  as  "  big  as  babies.     In  the  Castle- 
ton river  excellent  sport  is  to  be  had  with  mullet 
That  is  larger  water  altogether,  and  holds  many 
kinds  of  queer  tropical  fish  such  as  drummers, 
calipevers,  and  others.    Thirty  pounds  a  day  can 
easily  be  taken  there  when  the  water  is  the  right 
colour.    There  are  no  trout  in  the  island  but  1 
believe  they  would  thrive  well  m  the  his 
streams.  . 

In  Jamaica  there  seems  to  be  no  private 
property  in  any  river.  Every  man  fishes  where 
he  likes  Illegal  methods  are  commonly  resorted 
to,  and  the  negro  cares  nothing  about  seasons. 

Headlam  and  his  brother  gardener  Ledhu  made 
a  diabolical  attempt  one  day  to .turn about 2U0yds. 
of  the  river  from  its  course  with  a  view  of  stiand- 
?ng  a  few  hundred  fish.  But  a  river  is  not  so 
easy  to  turn,  and  the  attempt  faded,  much  to  the 
disappointment  of  a  youth  of  bad  character  who 
sat  grinning  on  the  other  side  of  the  rive 
awaiting  his  opportunity  to  grab. 


HI  —Waltek's  Staff. 
The  "colour"  feeling  is  strong  in  Jamaica. 
Every  white  man  that  I  met  abused  the  Macks. 


Kverv  wnite  man  iu«i  *  — -  —   , 

As  a  race  the  blacks  are  certainly  immoral  and 
they  both  lie  and  steal.    With  few  exceptions 
perhaps,  the  best  of  them  can  only  be  called 
?  magnificent  animals."  But  there  are  exceptions, 
ami  Headlam  is  one  of  them.    He  is  not  only  a 
"  magnificent  animal"  but  he  is  _  honest  and 
thoroughly  loyal.    Intellectually  he  is  a  complete 
child His  manner  is  quiet  and  dignified,  and  his 
temper  is  of  the  sweetest,  but  he  can  be  roused  ; 
^instance,  his  fish  pots  are  stolen,  there  is 
trouble  and  a  few  heads  are  the  worse  for  it. 
Once  having  fallen  out  with  his  mother,  an 
excitable  old  lady  who  likes  to  have  her  own  way, 
she  1 rSmed  him7    He  submitted  without  a  word 
and  was  only  put  out  when  some  one  accused  h  m 
'of  having  complained  to  Walter    A  week  later 
he  took  the  old  woman,  who  had  fallen  .11,  to  the 
hospital  in  Kingston,  at  his  own  expense,  trea  mg 
her  in  the  kindest  possible  way.    He  is  tenUied 
at  the  supernatural,  and  believes  firmly  in  Duppy, 
as  they  call  the  Devil  in  Jamaica    In  other  ways 
teo  he  is  timid.    Not  long  ago,  for  instance,  he 
™  m  a  mango  tree,  when  suddenly  large  green 
ErdHsS  to  be  harmless)  began  to  advance 
Pon  him,  as  he  declared,  from  all  parts  of  the 
See    So  alarmed  was  he  that  he  Aid  not , know 
»W  happened  after  he  Ixjcame  aware  of  the  fact. 
£3  thai  he  simply  fell  out  of  tbctreeand 
It  bruised  body  next  day  seemed  to  confirm  that 

'idOwls  or  one  kind  at  least,  upset  him  also 
Th*5 are two  sorts-one  that  he  calls  "pat 


fright  he  got  is  still  fresh  in  his  mind.  Walter 
said  it  probably  happened  on  a  Friday,  on  which 
day  he  is  generally  drunk. 

His  flippant  irreverence  shocks  Robert,  tne 
groom,  horribly.  "I  fear  you  do  not  know  our 
father,  Ledhu,'"'  I  heard  Robert  once  say  to  him, 
and  judging  from  what  I  saw  of  Ledhu  1  was 
inclined  to  agree  with  Robert;  but  Robert  him- 
self is  not  perfect.  If  he  has  not  actually  broken 
the  Commandments  he  must  have  "  cracked  one 
or  two  rather  badly.  So  when  he  was  detected 
helping  himself,  without  leave,  to  Walter  s  jama, 
he  excused  his  offence  by  saying  he  thought  they 
were  Ledhu's,  a  remark  which,  made  m  Ledlm  s 
presence,  amused  him  considerably. 

Robert's  chief  duty  is  to  look  after  Walter  s 
pony,  and  the  pony,  I  fear,  is  sometimes  neglected 
Justina,  the  cook,  and  Robert  had  a  heated 
altercation  one  day  as  to  what  the  pony  s  name 
really  was.  Robert  declared  it  was  "  Houserooi, 
whilst  Justina,  who  is  Scripturally  inclined, 
insisted  that  it  was  "Cephas  However  it 
turned  out  to  be  "  Rufus."  As  both  were  wrong 
neither  could  crow  over  the  other,  and  a  serious 
quarrel  was  thus  prevented. 

All  negroes  love  dress.  Robert  owns  a  suit  ot 
dark  brown  clothes,  which  pleases  him  immensely, 
and,  further,  he  possesses  a  pair  of  .boots  ot 
which  he  is  still  more  proud.  Except  m  chinch 
no  country  negro  ever  wears  Ins  boots ;  but  when 
he  has  them  on  he  likes  them  to  creak,  or  how 
would  his  friends  know  that  he  had  any  I 

Indeed,  if  they  do  not  naturally  creak,  they  are 
returned  to  the  maker  to  have  the  defect  remedied 
at  an  expense  of  at  least  font ^W*^ 
The  last,  but  perhaps  the  most  important 
member  of  the  household,  is 
Justina  is  a  fine  young  negrcss,  and,  in  sp  te  ot 
their  constantly  quarrelling,  Headlam  and  Justina 

"Lou6  after^mr-ival  a  violent  explosion 
occurred  between'  them  over  some  It  tie ;  domestic 
matter,  which  has  not  yet  been  ™£SS'WS2 
do  not  "  'peak."  Headlam  complained  to  Walter 
of  Justina's  temper  and  language,  ami  said 
nothing  would  Induce  him  to  allow  e.  to  cook 
his  breakfast  for  him  any  more  as  she  had  been 

kSSSSSSffc*  after  what  had  occurred 
Headlam  merely  did  not  want  to  be  under  any 
obligation    to    Justina,    but    subsequently  t 
Smred  that  be  was  afraid  of  being  poisoned! 
rffiXbeing  complete  of  the -tuj*^ 

says  nothing,  but  that  in  her  heart  she  has  longed 
fcr  reconciliation  I  feel  sure,  though 
womanlike,  she  absolutely  ' 
first  overtures  of  peace,  and  pride  still  keeps 

tbKelt  upon  her  power  as  a 

bS i  n  3 re  condescending  to  Robert  ;  but  this 
can  only  Lave  been  her  feminine  dev.ee  to  arouse 

"^ifttwas  that  she  1^— £ 
her  impending  marriage  with  the  lathe,  of 
two  children  and  of  thirteen  other-     1«  not  tins 
her  last  card  to  bring  Headlam  round . 
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THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 

I  By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  wo  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
Irom  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year  :  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  bo  able  to  supplement  or 
correot  tho  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
1 1  (hoy  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
<sc,  take  placo  constantly.— Editor  Finking  Gazette.} 

No.  57. 

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE  (continued). 
Rivers  ok  Kirkcudbrightshire. 
The  Blackwater  rises  in  Loch  Trostan,  and 
joins  the  Ken  about  half  a  mile  above  its  junction 
with  the  Deugh.    Occasionally  there  are  excellent 
trout  to  be  got  in  it.  They  are  firm  and  good,  and 
are  to  be  got  from  May  till  the  middle  of  October 
During  the  latter  months  big  fellows  are  some- 
times got— lib.  to  81b.    They  come  out  of  Loch 
bting,  with  which  the  stream  is  connected.  The 
Blackwater  is  not  so  named  immediately  after  it 
leaves  the  loch.    It  then  goes  by  the  name  of  the 
Lane  which  see.    The  Blackwater  is  about  five 
miles  from  Carsphairn  Inn.    Route  :  Same  as  the 
Deugh,  which  see. 

t  T.he  Cree— An  important  river  which  rises  in 
Loch  Moan,  and,  after  a  run  of  about  twenty-five 
miles,  falls  mto  Wigtown  Bay.  The  head  waters 
ot  the  Oree  flow  through  a  moorland  country 
without  a  vestige  of  interest ;  but  lower  down  the 
river  banks  get  much  more  beautiful,  and  about 
Minnigaft  are  very  picturesque.  In  its  course  it 
receives  a  lot  of  tributaries,  among  others,  the 
Fardin  Burn  and  a  little  stream  from  Loch 
bcalloch  ;  the  Clauchrie  Burn,  the  Laniwee  Burn 
and  streams  from  Lochs  Crongart  and  Goosey 

and  Ochiltree.    A  little  farther  on  it  receives  its 
most  important  accession  in  the  waters  of  the 
Mmnoch,  which  are  greater  in  vohime  than  the 
parent  river.    Loch  Trool  then  sends  a  feeder, 
and  Cardorkin  Burn  and  Penkill  Bum  fall  in 
Wenamour  Loch  sends  its  surplus  water,  and 
Palnure  and  Greddoch  Burns  complete  the  list 
Ail  of  these  are  more  or  less  stocked  with  river 
"  7™  trou*'  ™d  on  some  of  them  fair  baskets 
are  to  be  got  after  a  spate.    The  Cree  is  in  fair 
i epute  as  a  salmon  river,  and  on  the  head  waters 
of  it  and  the  Mmnoch  good  sport  is  to  be  got 
The  river  is  preserved,  but  a  day's  fishing  may 
sometimes  be  got.     Hotel  accommodation  at 
House  of  the  Hill,  within  easy  distance  T? 
season:  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.   R^ut   By  rail  to 
Newton-Stewart  ;  thence  hire  twelve  mill 

Tht  S?iCkltf°rAdW^ee  Loch  Auchenreoch. 
MiTt™  T  n  ll0Ch^  Lt£?  stream  which  «ses  in 
Milton  Loch  and  joins  Kirkgunzeon  Burn,  three 
miles  from  its  mouth.  It  contains  burn  trout  and 

lr>T»J%th?  P?bliC-  The  end  of  March,  and 
April  and  September  are  the  best  months  The 
trout  run  four  to  a  lb.,  but  big  fellows  of  21b  are 

RoTte"^?-,  tT!f  is  at  DalbttSe6 

Route .  By  rail  to  Southwick ;  thence  walk  half  a 

t  ^eDee-— This  river  really  takes  its  rise  in 
Loch  Dee,  but  before  that  it  flows  from  the  hills 
under  the  name  of  the  Cooran  Lane  Afir 
leaving  Loch  Dee  ft  receives  a  great  numbt-  S 

St  fi^-StreaT'  m°St  °f  ^afford MM?  bum 
tioutfishmg.  Among  these  are  the  Camelloch 
and  Garrary  Burns ;  the  Pallach  Burn  from 
Loch  Grennoch;  the  Glengainoch  Burn  •  a  W 
stream  from  Loch  Skerrow ;  the  Airie  Burn  and 
a  little  burn  from  Woodhall  Loch.  It  '  next 
receives  the  abundant  waters  of  the  Ken  and 
passing  through  a  second  Loch  Dee   it  flows' 

SLdaBurnea  ? [VT  tU  Htmd° 
foreland  ±$urn,  a  feeder  from  Loch  Glentoo  -ir,d 

locn  neai  Crossmichael,  also  Greenlaw  Bum 
which  skirts  Crossmichael  Hill,  and  neai  itf  em ' 


pretty  cataracts,  which  do  not,  however,  deter 
salmon  from  pushing  on  into  its  upper  waters. 
As  a  salmon  river  the  Dee  has  a  good  character. 
The  net  fishings  let  for  a  pretty  round  sum,  while 
the  angling  also  brings  a  fair  rent.  Besides 
salmon,  the  Dee  also  contains  grilse,  sea  trout, 
river  trout,  pike,  and  perch.    The  trout  run  from 
.Jilb.  to  61b.,  and  the  best  time  for  them  is  March 
and  April,  while  for  salmon  the  best  spring  month 
is  April.    After  that  July,  August,  September, 
and  October  are  best  for  salmon,  grilse,  sea  trout, 
and  herlings,  May  and  June  being  comparatively 
blank.     The  salmon  fishing  is,  of  course,  pre- 
served where  let  to  sportsmen ;  but  trout  fishing 
may  be  enjoyed  by  permission  of  the  proprietors 
in  various  places,  and  also  a  cast  for  salmon  some- 
times.   A  mile  of  the  river  on  both  sides  below 
the  Doachs  (artificial  salmon  traps)  is  let  by 
ticket,  price  :tH  6s.  for  the  season,  which  may  be 
bad  of  the  lessees.     Hotel  accommodation  at 
Castle  Douglas  or  Kirkcudbright.    Rod  season  • 
Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.    Route  :  By  rail  to  Kirkcud- 
bright, thence  hire  four  miles  or  so. 

The  Deugh. — A  river  rising  in  the  extreme 
north  of  the  parish  of  Carsphairn,  and,  after  flow- 
ing for  about  twelve  miles,  joining  the  river  Ken 
near  Deugh  Castle.    Its  feeders  are  the  bums  of 
Fingland,  Pochnegarin,  Polwhat,  Shalloch,  Brom- 
hill,  Bow,  Garryhorn,  Marbrack,  Pulmaddy,  Ben- 
loch,  Knockgray,  andPulwhainty.  They  all  contain 
small  trout.    The  chief  proprietors  on  the  Deugh 
are  Mr.  Macadam,  of  Craigengillan ;  Mr.  Clark- 
Kennedy,  of  Knockgray ;  Mr.  McTnrk,  of  Corrie- 
dow ;  and  Dr.  Alexander  Trotter ;  of  Blyth  and 
Dalshangan.     It  contains  trout  in  the  upper 
reaches,  and  salmon  and  trout  in  its  lower  parts. 
The  part  of  the  river  belonging  to  Knockgray  is 
let  with  the  shootings,  and  is  preserved ;  and  so 
is  the  Glenhoul  part.    The  trout  run  from  two  to 
four  to  a  lb.,  and  are  pretty  numerous,  affording 
good  sport.    There  are  some  interesting  places 
near.    Near  the  junction  of  the  parishes  of  Cars- 
phairn and  Kells  are  the  remains,  in  very  fail- 
preservation,  of  the  ancient  Roman  road  from 
Dumfriesshire  to  Galloway.     There  is  also  an 
interesting  spot  in  Knockgray  Park,  consisting  of 
a  scattered  heap  of  granite  boulders,  with  a  few 
mountain  ashes  growing  among  them.  It  is  called 
the  "Deer's  Den,"  and  marks  the  place  where  the 
last  of  the  true  wild  red  deer  of  the  Lowlands  was 
killed     There  is  a  very  wild  bit  of  landscape 
close  to  the  Deugh  Linn,  and  a  fall  of  about  40ft 
on  the  Knockgray  property.    Close  to  the  water- 
laU,  on  the  farm  of  the  Cairminnows,  is  a  well 
denned  Roman  encampment.     A  mile  distant 
from  Carsphairn,  to  the  south,  is  Knockgray 
Park  very  prettily  but  wildly  situated,  and  a 
splendid  view  over  Galloway  may  be  had  from  the 
top  of  Knockgray  Craig,  1200ft.  high.  Cars- 
phairn parish  teems  with  associations  of  "the 
Covenanters  " ;  and  the  celebrated  Grierson,  of 
i^agg,    the  persecutor,"  resided  a  long  time  here 
Ihe  scenery  around  Carsphairn  is  extremely  wild 
and  the  splendid  Kells  range  on  the  one  side,  and 
Cairnsmuir  mountain,  nearly  3000ft.  high,  on  the 
other  constitute  what  is  often  called  the  "  South- 
ern Highlands  "  of  Scotland.    There  are  three 
mountains  of  the  name  of  Cairnsmuir  in  Gallo- 
way, thus  mentioned  in  a  very  ol* stanza: 
There's  Cairnsmuir  of  Fleet, 
Ard  there's  Cairnsmuir  of  Dee, 
But  Cairnsmuir  of  Carsphairn 
Is  the  highest  cf  a'  three. 

A  day  spent  in  climbing  the  last-named  hill 
though  very  hard  work,  will  amply  repay  the 
tourist  by  the  magnificent  view  from  its  summit 
The  scenery  of  this  district,  and  indeed  the  whole 
ot  the     Glenkens,"  which  comprises  the  four 
most  northerly  parishes  of  the  county  (namely 
Carsphaim  Kells,  Dairy,  and  Balmaclellan),  is  so 
wild  and  beautiful   and  uniting  moorland  and 
mountain,  with  loch,  stream,  water-falls,  and  fir- 
covered  lulls,  that  it  is  only  from  its  (until  late 
years  comparative  inaccessibility  that  it  has  been 
so  httle  visited  by  sportsmen  and  tourists.  There 
is  hotel  accommodation  at  the  village  of  Cars- 
phairn. Route:  By  rail  to  Dalmellington  or  New 
Galloway;  thence  hire  to  Carsphairn,  ten  miles 
™    ^ngland.-See  Smaller  Streams. 
X He  Fleet  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  two 
streams   called  respectively  the  Big  Water  of 
Fleet  and  the  Little  Water  of  Fleet.  Ve  former 
rises  near  Cairnsmuir,  in  the  parish  of  Kirkma 
breck,  and  rece  ves  as  feeders  the  Bums  of 
CaradonandCulreoch.anda  burn  from  a  little 


loch  near  Loch  Grannoch.   It  also  receives  the 
Little  Fleet  near  Castramount,  and  lower  down  a 
bum  from  Loch  Whinyeon  and  the  Creoch  Burn 
shortly  after  which  it  falls  into  the  sea  at  Gate- 
house-of-Fleet.   The  Little  Fleet  rises  in  Loch 
Fleet,  and,  after  a  course  of  about  six  miles,  falls 
into  the  Big  Fleet.   It  receives  also  a  number  of 
small  tributaries.    After  the  two  Fleets  join  their 
waters,  they  pass  through  scenes  of  surpassin 
natural  beauty.    The  Fleet  is  not  a  very  gooi 
salmon  river,  but  trouting  is  pretty  fair ;  sea  trou 
and  herlings  are  also  numerous  in  the  river  The 
factor,  CaUy  Estates  Office,  Gatehouse, '  issues 
permission  to  fish  on  the  following  terms-  For 
the  season,  10s.  up  to  Fingerpost  at  Stroquhain: 
one  week,  5s. ;   one  day,  2s.     Visitors  at  the 
Murray  Arms  Hotel,  Gatehouse-of-Fleet,  can  fish 
part  of  the  river  free.  The  river  is  strictly  watched, 
and  persons  fishing  without  permission  will  be 
proceeded  against.    Fine  scenery.    Rod  season 
(by  arrangement  of  the  proprietors) :  June  20  to 
Oct.  31.   Among  places  of  interest  are  Cardoness 
Tower,  Rusko  Tower,  "Sculptured  Stone"  on 
Irostie  Hill,  where  are  also  vestiges  of  a  vitrified 
fort,  Roman  camps  opposite  Rusko,  and  another 
near  Cally.    Route:  By  rail  to  Dromore;  river 
half  a  mile  off. 
The  Garple  Burn.— See  Smaller  Streams. 
The  Garrary.— A  tributary  of  the  Black 
water  ot  Dee— some  two  miles  long,  and  yielding 
fair  trouting,  31b.  to  101b.  in  a  day^oni  June  to 
September.    It  belongs  to  Mr.  Forbes,  of  Callan- 
der, and  permission  is  of  ten  granted  if  courteously 
wmj     *    -  accon"nodation  at  New  Galloway. 
Wild  and  rocky  scenery.    Route  i  By  rail  to  New 
Uailoway;  river  near. 

The  Ken  rises  between  the  hills  of  Blacklarg 
and  Langng,  on  the  county  march,  and  in  its 
upper  reaches  is  extremely  beautiful.  After  a 
course  of  some  thirteen  to  fifteen  miles  it  joins  the 
Deugh,  winch  falls  into  Loch  Ken.  It  yields 
middling  sport-31b.  to  101b.  a  day.  Permission 
is  not  difficult  to  obtain.  Salmon  go  up  the 
stream,  but  not  in  large  numbers.  May,  August, 
and  September  are  best  for  trouting ;  and  the  two 
latter  months,  with  October,  for  salmon.  Inn 
accommodation  at  Dairy,  five  minutes'  walk  from 
the  river.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Parton  ;  thence  by 
bus,  nine  miles,  to  Dairy. 

(To  be  continued.) 


of 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND 
L 1  hese  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  rending  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 

angling  associations,  &c] 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Spittal  of  Glenshee  is  in  a  fine  Highland 
district  on  the  borders  of  Perthshire  and  Aber- 
deenshire, and  on  the  coach  road  from  Blairgowrie 
and  Dunkeld  to  Braemar.  Visitors  can  fish  Loch 
na-Nean  up  to  the  beginning  of  August;  after 
that  date  it  is  let  with  shootings.  The  same 
applies  to  Loch  Vrotachan.  The  Invereddrie 
may  generally  be  fished  by  visitors. 

Stanley  is  a  nice  village  about  six  miles  from 
^erth,  prettily  situated  near  the  Tay.  A  new 
hotel  the  Victoria  May,  has  been  built  lately, 
capable  of  accommodating  twenty  guests.  Salmon 
fashing  can  sometimes  be  got  on  the  Tay,  and  the 
district  is  convenient  for  trout  fishing.  Many 
free  waters  can  be  reached  by  train,  including  the 
lay  at  Perth,  the  Isla,  &c. 

W^^t  a Lpretty  HigMand  village  at  the 
head  of  Loch  Lubnaig,  about  eight  miles  frcm 
Oallander,  m  the  neighbourhood  of  Rob  Roy's 
country  and  amid  splendid  scenery.  It  is  a 
station  of  the  Caledonian  Railway,  and  is  well 
trequented  by  summer  visitors,  who  can  fish  Loch 
Lubnaig.  ._ 

(lo  be  continued.) 


ti,*  %  MINBV  AND  0UR  PooI)  Supply"  is 
be  tSk?  1  ,a.new,bo°k  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  to 
1,p  il W   ?^in-'1  few  The  work'  wbich  will 

arthS '  th6,lines  of  Mr-  Marston's 

article  Corn  Stores  for  War  Time,"  which 
appeared  ir i  the  Nineteenth  Century  fpr  February 
18%  and  attracted  a  good  deal  of  -attention,  both 
in  this  country  and  abroad. 

fW^A'  Clar^'  o*  Matlock  Bath.- We  hear 
M  !,enfrgetiC  and  mo8fc  courteous  hon.  sec  of 
the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association 

toK^P,?mfted  bXthePoet  kffice  authoriS 
to  Kidderminster.    We  wish  him  prosperity. 


February  27,  1897] 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  4c. 

j  «3B"  River  Reporters  who  ivant  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazkttk,  St.  Vunstan's  House,  Fetter-Jane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  Tin'  lit. 
...tin-  ranged  another  rise  in  the  river.  Tlie  brink  anglers 
have  l\a  l  the  bestof  it,  and  William  Milbourno  says  tliey 
were  getting  as  many  as  six  and  seven  dozen  a  day  of  roach , 
dace,  and  some  large  perch.  It  will  also  be  noticed  the 
perch  are  being  found  in  all  portions,  and  of  a  good  size. 
Mr. C.  H.  Wheeley,  writing  from  Weyhridge  on  Monday 
list,  says  :  "  The  Thames  ii  of  go  id  colour  for  roaehing 
'  but 'several  anglers  reported  they  could  not  get  fish.  I 
lind  mnd  in  great  quantities  in  the  eddies  after  trying 
several  favourite  reach  swims.  This  may  have  pat,  them 
off."  The  dace  were  heading  up  in  hundreds  at  Sheppei 
ton  tumbling  bay  yesterday.  The  jack  are  not  b?ing 
tahen.  Head  river  keeper,  W.  Douglas,  in  his  report, 
makes  a  similar  statement  as  to  the  heading  up  of  the 
igtce  at  Teddington.  It  appears  the  Teddington  fisher- 
I  men  were  disappointed  after  the  late  push  of  water,  so  few 
lamperus  at  the  Weir.  The  fishermen  correspondents  all 
hope  their  next  reports  will  afford  more  satisfactory 
results,  as  the  water  is  now  in  good  condition  for  jack 
fishiDg.  I  hear  that  Mr.  J.  P.  Nut  hall,  last  week, 
fishing  private  water,  got  a  few  good  pike,  the  largest 
about  161b. — B. 

 (Chertsey). — Mr.  Lock,  Chiswick  Piscatorials,  at 

j  the  beginning  of  this  week,  with  Leban  Hackett,  caught 
four  jack,  the  largest  71b. — B. 

  (Datchet). — The  water  is  in  fair  condition  for 

all-round  fishing.    One  day,  with  Mr.  Morris,  30lb.  of 
roach,  perch,  and  chub;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Shepherd, 
:  161b.  of  roach  and  chub;  one  day,  with  Dr.  Bateman, 
I  twelve  jack,  largest  61b.  ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Hobbs, 
j  three  dozen  roach,  three  brace  of  chub  ;  another  day,  with 
Mr.  Newbury,  four  dozen  roach  ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
O'Dowd,  one  brace  of  jack,  largest  51b.,  and  three  dozen 
roach.— J.  Keene. 

  (Datchet). — The  rosy  prospects  in  view  when  I 

wrote  last  was  upset  by  the  rain  of  Friday  night,  w  hich 
caused  the  water  to  rise  and  thicken.  I  have  caught  some 
good  perch  and  roach  this  week,  and  one  jack.  River  is 
dropping  at  time  of  writing ;  if  no  rain  falls,  will  soon  be 

right. — Gr.  LtJMSDEN.  .  . 

 (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  write-  . 

"  This  last  week  the  bank  anglers  have  been  doing  well 
with  the  roach,  dace,  and  perch.  Some  of  them  have  hid 
six  and  seven  dozen  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  some  of  the 
perch  running  very  large,  up  to  a  pound  and  a  half  each. 
There  has  not  been  any  punts  out  this  week,  as  the  weirs 
are  still  drawn,  and  the  stream  running  very  heavy.  On 
Monday  the  river  rose  6in.  high,  and  the  water  very 
thick.— B.  «.,  „ 

  (Henley). —  On  Feb.  19,  A.  Patron,  with  G 

Vaughan,  seven  pike,  best,  7£lb.  Mr.  Hellwig,  with 
Jame3,  four,  best,  71b.  Mr.  Ross,  with  W.  Vaughan,  had 
some  nice  fish.  A  local  angler  took  a  tench  of  21b.  loz. 
20th,  a  London  bank  angler,  221b.  roach.  21st,  Mr.  Or. 
Clements,  a  pike  of  51b.,  and  a  good  bag  of  roach. 
Rushton,  a  local  aogler,  a  fine  basket  of  roach.  Mr 
Webber,  one  pike,  5Jlb.,  and  some  roach.  22nd,  Mr 
Campbell,  with  Arlett,  several  fish,  best.  8Jlb.  The 
water  came  in  thick  on  Sunday,  the  result  of  heavy  rains 
on  Friday  and  Saturday,  but  has  since  cleared,  and  will 
remain  in  good  condition  if  we  get  no  more  rain.— .1.  W. 
Read.  ,   .  , 

  (Kingston).— John  Johnson,  during  the  week, 

has  taken  three  dozen  of  perch  and  six  jack.  J .  Knight, 
one  day,  with  Mr.  Howse  and  Mr.  Coltman,  five  dozen 
roach  and  dace ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Smith,  two  and  a 
half  dozen  fine  roach  and  cace  and  one  perch;  another 
dav  with  Mr.  Kempster,  four  and  a  half  dozen  roac 
and  dace;  and,  with  Mr.  Howse  and  Mr.  Coltman,  three 
dozen  roach  and  da.ee.  Bank  anglers  have  had  roach, 
dace,  and  perch.— B. 

 ■  (Lechlade,  &c.).— Floods  are  rapidly  abating, 

and  some  good  pike  fishing  should  be  tad  in  this  district 
during  the  few  remaining  -weeks  of  the  season,  hive 
baiting  on  snap  tackle  most  effective. — F.  L. 

  (Marlow).— The  river  is  now  in  very  good  order 

for  general  angling,  but  still  the  chub  are  unapproachable, 
owing  to  the  weirs  being  open.  However,  as  the  water  is 
nearing  summer  level,  we  may  soon  hope  for  better  things, 
providing  rain  keeps  off.  Should  chub  fishing  become 
possible,  some  record  bags  ought  to  be  made,  as  tbey  l  ave 
not  been  touched  so  far  this  season.— C.  L.  Matthews. 

  (Richmond).— Job  Brain,  during  the  week,  has 

taken  801b.  of  roach,  dace,  and  bream.— B. 

  (Streatley).— Water  now  in  first-class  condition. 

Mr  S.  E.  Saunders  took  seveial  very  good  jack,  the  end 
of  last  week.  Mr.  Sams,  out  with  Bartholomew,  caught 
several  jack,  nothing  very  large,  also  some  very  good 
perch  and  roach. — Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Sunhury).— Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  during 

the  week,  have  taken  ninety-five  good  perch,  the  largest 
ljlb.,  and  twelve  jack,  but  nothing  larger  than  4Jlb.  Mr, 
Stroud  tells  me  that  on  Fefi.  21,  he  punted  eighty  ba  nk 
anglers  over  to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Mr.  F  reeinan 
reports  he  got  a  chub  of  2»b.  off  his  steps  at  the  Magpie 
Hotel.— B.  ,  li 

 (Teddington).—  Mr.  *  McBride    during  the 

week'mkh  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Herringway,  Lascelles,  and 
Islip,  have  landed  fourteen  iack.  four  dozen  good  perch, 
and  some  fine  roach.    Mr.  Islip,  largest  jack,  8lb.— B.  • 

  (Twickenham).— Mr.  Bever,  in  one  day,  201b 

of  roach  and  dace;  John  Spong,  some  nice  roach,  dace, 


and  bream  during  the  week ;  George  Coxen,  in  one  day, 
101b.  of  roach  and  dace,  and  three  bream.  Bank  augler* 
have  done  well. — B. 

  (Windsor  District). — The  angler's  patience  has 

again  been  severely  tried,  owing  to  the  water  rising  and 
discolouring.  Tl  was  within  a  few  hours  of  being  per- 
fection when  down  came  "  a  push,"  the  result  of  some 
heavy  rainfall  in  the  upper  districts.  Though  to-day  water 
is  a  nasty-looking  colour,  it  will,  if  no  rain,  be  in  good 
condition  by  the  27th.  A  few  jack  have  been  had.  The 
best  fish,  which  I  weighed,  scaled  81b.  lljoz.,  Mr.  F. 
Roberts,  of  Windsor,  being  the  captor.  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Eton,  had  a  brace  of  birbel,  41b.  and  2§lb.,  a  rarity  this 
time  of  year ;  but  I  noticed  they  were  poor.  He  alss  bad 
six  beautiful  perch,  which  are  a;ain  coming  along  well. 
That  the  dabchick  is  a  great  fish  destroyer  there  can  be 
little  doubt;  over  a  dozen  have  Veen  picked  up  in  the 
neighbourhood,  to  my  knowledge,  choked  with  bullhead 
or  miller's  thumb.  Mr.  Croft,  the  lock-keeper  at  Boveney, 
brought  one  in  last  evening  to  show  me.  When  he  picked 
it  up  the  bullhead  was  alive,  but  bird  quite  dead. 
Unfortunately  for  the  bird  the  fish  was  too  big  in  the  head 
to  swallow,  and,  having  got  the  gill  covers  past  the  thorax 
it  was  impossible  to  eject  it.  These  birds  are  undoubtedb 
great  poachers,  and  should  be  barred  on  trout  nurseries 
B.  R.  Bambridge. 


.  LX.  i>A.HDniinir,. 

Arun  (Pulhorough). — Saturday's  rain  again  put  the 
river  somewhat  out  of  order,  and  during  the  morning  of 
the  21st  there  was  a  strong  stream  running  and  wind 
blowing.  There  was  a  fair  muster  down  ;  and.  under  the 
conditions,  some  good  sport  obtained.  Mr.  J.  Woodyaid, 
Peckham  Brothers,  and  Mr.  Guy,  Prince  of  Wales,  got 
among  the  bream,  the  former  taking  over  201b.,  largest 
51b. ,  which  is  being  preserved.  The  river  is  now  in  fair 
order,  and  if  fine  weather  continues  should  be  in  good 
order  by  the  28th.— W.  G.  Hollmax. 

Ancholme  District.— It  is  now  quite  pleasant  and 
spiioglike,  with  early  flowers  coming  up  iu  profusion,  and 
a  few  hardy  aquatic  "flies  are  hatching,  notably  the  Needle 
Brown,  Early  Spinner,  Gravel  Fly,  and  Winter  Brown. 
A  consignment  of  very  fine  tench,  all  large  enough  to 
catch  again,  go  into  the  Ancholme  this  week  from  Manor 
Fishery,  Caistor.  The  king  carp  turned  out  in  1892  have 
shown  themselves  a  little,  but  few  have  yet  been  taken. 
The  best  should  be  61b.  to  81b.  now,  and  there  will  be 
some  breakages  when  they  are  hooked. — Thomas  Ford, 

CAvon  (Ringwood).— On  Wednesday  Mr.  F.  Goddard, 
of  Parley  Court,  whilst  fishing  at  Ringwood,  landed  e 
splendid  fresh  rnn  salmon,  sealing  31b.  ;  whilst  Mr.  H.  J 
Norman,  of  the  Bickerley,  Ringwood,  on  the  previous  day, 
had  some  capital  sport  in  spinning  for  pike  by  having 
ciptured  four  fish,  which  scaled  301b. ,  in  about  an  hour. 
The  river  now  is  iu  very  good  condition,  the  floods  having 
almost  subsided.— Piscatorial. 

Coin  (Gloucester).— Trouting  opens  April  1.  Fine 
show  of  fish  generally  throughout  the  course  of  this  trout 
stream,  the  restocking  with  femo  having  evidently  been 
very  beneficial  to  the  stream.  The  water  meadows  are 
still  under  water. — Par. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  season  proper  commences 
on  March  1,  and  the  trout  are  spreading  over  the  streams, 
whilst  the  back  fish  have  been  taken  to  sea  by  the  recent 
heavy  floods.  In  the  rivers  that  are  open  there  has  beer 
some  nice  sport  with  trout  in  the  past  few  clear  days 
Several  additional  rivers  opened  on  the  15th.  Trout  m 
good  condition  have  been  taken  on  the  Otter,  and  reports 
from  the  northern  streams  show  that  the  rivers  are  getting 
into  order  for  fishing,  there  being  plenty  of  water  to  bring 
the  fish  up.  Mr.  C.  W.  Nelder,  fishing  on  the  Barle  and 
Exe  a  few  days  ago,  secured  a  couple  of  dozen  trout  and 
three  grayling  which  scaled  just  over  71b.  The  bait  was 
Blue  Upright,  Heron's  Blue,  and  February  Red,  the  last 
named  appearing  to  be  a  favourite  feed.— Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Rod  fishing  for  salmon  opened  On 
Feb  10  but  the  river  was  not  in  order  till  the  17th,  when 
two 'fish' were  killed  in  the  Corby  Castle  Water  one  by 
Mr  Gravet,  and  one  by  Mr.  Eustace  Hills.  On  the  same 
day  Mr.  Coley  had  a  fish,  221b.,  in  the  association  water. 
On  the  18th  the  veteran,  Sam  Wright,  got  a  beauty,  ot 
181b.  in  the  Cooper  stream,  and  I  hear  that  Mr.  Robinson, 
of  Hornsby,  had  two  at  Syke  Foot.  On  the  10th,  the 
Corby  Castle  keeper  killed  three,  15lb.,  01b  /lb.  out  of 
one  pool  with  the  Carlisle  "  Bulldog,"  a  fly  that  is  made 
by  Mr.  Strong,  of  Carlisle,  and  is  bad  to  beat  at  any  time. 

—Silver  Grey.  ,  .  > 

Esk  (Whity).— During  the  past  week  the  work  ot 
re-stocking  this  river  with  yearling  trout  has  been  per- 
formed in  an  exceedingly  satisfactory  manner.  On  BTMay 
last  Feb  10,  the  Esk  Fishery  Board  successfully  turned 
into  the  river  1700  trout  at  the  three  stations .  Castleton 
Danby,  and  Lealholm.  On  Saturday,  Fob  20,  the  Esk 
Fishery  Association  turned  down  80*  trout,  these  being 
divided  between  the  stations  Glaisdale,  Egton  Bridge, 
Gros.nont,  and  Sleights.  They  were  a  fine  lot  and  arrived 
in  splendid  condition  from  Sir  James  Maitland  l  hatchery, 

Howietoun.—J.  Jackson.  ,  

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).- During  the  week  several 
pike  have  teen  taken,  but  none  of  any  weight.  I  he 
following  are  among  the  scorers:  Mr  T  Ci.  lad.ne, 
We  Mr.  VV.  Shepherd,  one  of  51b.  ,  Mr.  A.  Cleak,  one 
Ulb  •  Mr.  R.  11.  Pidsley,  two  brace,  31b.  and  lib.,  and 
:j|b.  and  2lnb.  ;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Graf,  a  brace,  largest  (,1b. 


brace ;  mr.  n .  dubuuciu, , 

1Mb  Mr.  It.  H.  Pidsley,  two  brace,  31b.  and  lib.,  a  d  I 
•51b  lid  2Mb*!  and  Mr.  Wm.  Graf,  a  brace,  largest  (,1b. 
It  iB  just  about  time  to  give  these  .fish  a  rest  now  they 
being  very  forward,  owing  to  mild  winter  Salmon 
fishermen  will  bo  ghd  to  know  that  a  number  of  fish 
have  already  pissed  the  weirs,  so  anglers  on  the  fag  e. 
waters  may  reasonably  expect  a  good  opening  on  Monday 

"p'en'DiUrict'rSouth  Lincolnshire).-  Pi  j 

weather  has  been  the  leading  feature  t  >.«  week  and 
anglers  seem  to  be  having  some  success  On  the  I  orty- 
foot  now  that  the  floods  have  subsided,  sport  bus  been 


resumed  among  the  pike,  and  some  few  fish  have  come  to 
hand.  No  heavy  weights  have  been  mentioned.  An 
angler  landed  three  between  lib.  and  51b.  each.  Roach 
fishers,  on  the  same  water,  have  also  picked  up  a  few.  On 
the  Glen,  sport  has  been  resumed,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  of  Surfleet  there  have  been  several  good  bags  of 
reach,  with  an  occasional  pike.  The  Nene  has  also 
become  fishable.— Limpet.  .  ... 

Gipping  (Ipswich).— This  river  is  again  getting  into 
condition,  and  ruach  have  been  feeding  fairly.  The  most 
noticeable  catches  lieing  one  of  181b.,  by  Messrs.  Lister 
and  Burrows,  in  one  swim,  on  Friday  afternoon  late,  and 
a  splendid  take  of  fifty  fish,  weighing  33 Jib.,  by  the  crack 
man  of  the  river,  Mr.  Henry  Binks,  on  previous  Wedues- 
day.  Fish  feeding  from  12  to  3  o'clock,  bait,  bread  paste. 
A  handsomer  lot  of  even-sized  fish  is  rarely  1 5  be  seen, 
and  being  exhibited  at  Great  White  Horse  Hotel,  Ipaww  h, 
were  much  admired.— PisiATOH. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Angling  ha  ■  been  resumed  on 
the  1, He  and  its  tributary  waters,  but  no  great  amount  ot 
work  has  been  reported.  Roach  are  said  to  be  feeding 
again,  and  some  few  baskets  have  been  obtained.  Pike 
also  have  been  sought,  but  no  take  of  importance  has  been 
mentioned.  The  season  for  these  fish  has  closed  on  the 
subscription  waters  of  the  Trent  and  the  lakes  of  the 
district.  Anglers  complain  that  their  results  so  far  have 
been  very  poor,  but  are  looking  for  better  things  among 
the  trout  in  the  Southwell  district.  Canal  fishing  is  quiet, 
but  some  good  roach  have  been  banked  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Lanehani. — L.  _.  ., 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Angleseyi.—  D 
cold  winds  fair  sport  is  obtained  fly  fishing.  Mr.  Curtler 
one  day  had  eight,  six  another  ;  Mr.  Webb,  six  ;  Mr.  J.  h. 
Williams,  eight;  Mr.  Dew,  eight;  Mr.  Dew  and  the 
writer,  iu  a  boat,  eight.  The  fish  run  from  Jib.  to  lib., 
and  are  in  very  good  condition.  Several  white  trout  have 
been  taken,  of  more  than  the  average  size,  in  the  lake. 
Prospects  improving. — W.  H. 

Leach  (Gloucestershire).— I  hear  good  reports  ot 
the  spawning  trout  from  this  stream,  all  of  which,  how- 
ever, is  in  private  hands.  Season  generally  begins  about 
the  midelle  of  April  or  first  week  in  May.— F.  L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  streams 
are  running  in  capital  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom  fishing-. 
Angling  has  been  slow.  Trout  tishiug  commences  next 
Tuesday,  and  some  good  baskets  of  fish  should  be  landed. 
— Gwynnk.  ,_.  , 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 
Rivers  are  lowering,  and  promise  to  be  in  good  order  tor 
the  opening  of  trout  fishing  on  Tuesday  next,  March  2,  0 
present  fine  weatler  holds.  Best  Hies  should  lie  February 
Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  rainier,  and  Cowdnng  fly.  Trout 
appear  to  be  in  forward  condition.— R.  T.  yraLIAJffl. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— With  improved  weather, 
the  angler's  spirits  have  correspondingly  risen.  Everything 
has  put  on  a  new  face,  and  the  river  begins  to  look  itself 
again,  the  water  having  receded  nicely,  but  not  yet  having 
got  completely  off  the  land  into  the  bed  of  the  stream, 
which  is  fast  recovering  its  normal  colour.  Notwith- 
standing all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  past  few  weeks,  some 
good  pike  and  roach  have  been  captured.  After  the  long 
rest,  the  general  opinion  is  that  there  are  some  good  takes 
in  store  if  the  weather  continues  to  improve.    E.  A.  b. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— The  improvement 
anticipated  has  taken  place  in  most  of  our  streams, 
particularly  in  the  quick-running  Blythe,  which  has  fined 
down  enough  to  allow  of  some  sport.  Two  rods  on  it 
one  day  this  week  got  among  the  fish  to  the  tune  of  seven 
and  a  half  brace.  The  Dove  has  also  fallen  much,  and  is 
right  for  swimming  the  worm  or  maggot.  Mr.  Kalpl.s 
visited  the  Tern  a  few  days  since,  and  iishod  the  llanley 
Club's  water  for  pike.  The  river  has  been  too  much  upset 
to  yield  much  sport,  but  he  got  a  very  nice  fish. 
Some  nice  perch,  approaching  lib  were  taken  from 
Barlaston  last  week.  A  rod  at  Wall  < .range  sampled  the 
trout  and  reports  them  in  fair  condition.  1  he  Hurslem 
Laak  Walton  Angling  Society  have  recently  seemed 
between  three  and  four  miles  of  the  Trent,  near  Ann.tage. 
This  water  has  not  been  fished  for  some  years  and  (ho 
members  who  have  already  tried  it  report  well  ot  its 
possibilities.  This  club  intend  celebrating  the  Queen  8 
Diamond  year  by  a  competition  on  the  day  ot  its 
observation. — F.  W.  Dai.k. 

Ouse  (Denver  and  Downluuu  '  i  i 
snort  are  most  favourable,  and  the  weather  is  all  that 
could  be  wished  for.  The  sea  trout  are  now  running  up 
the  tidal  river,  several  having  been  secured,  giving  some 
excellent  sport.  The  waters  are  in  good  trim,  and  fish  are 
to  be  had  for  the  angling-WATKR  Wacitail.  , 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— The  river  keeps  in  tine  con- 
dition for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  .lack  are  well  on  the  feed, 
a  gentleman  having  killed  four  pretty  fish  ;  and  another 
angler,  on  Tuesday,  had  seven   hsh,  largest  ,lb.-W. 

° Ouse  (Holywell  Terry).- Water  in  good  condition, 
and  jack  have  been  taken  by  ,.,  irly  aU  anglers «t  during 
the  last  week  ;  also  chub,  with  no  bait  and  .1  the  wind, 
which  is  now  (Wednesday)  rather  boist-rous  only  sub- 
Bides  a  bit,  I  expect  to  be  able  to  record  tome  heivy  bags 

"'OusstHuntingdoni.-Water  in  esrellent  condition  ■ 
lish  well  on  the  feed.  Many  anglers  out,  and  all  Hatched 
with  the  sport.  Pike  particularly  are  ...  a  very  Uk.ng 
humour,  and  anyone  contemplating  a  vuit  to  the  river 
would  be  well  advised  to  come  at  onoS.^B. 
Ouse  (St.  Neots).-The  water  is  Mill  in  capita 

■nditiou,  and  spoil  with  the  jack  has  1  n  wry  good 

nee  mv  last  report.— WM.  NAMII. 

Otter  (Tipton  St.  John).-At  the  time  «  writing 
I  Feb  241  the  river  is  in  very  goo!  order  for  the  ly.  (ymio 
.rott'y  takes  have  been  had  on  this  water  lately,  and  the 
rout  unlike  those  at  lludleigh  Salterton,  are  n,  fair  con- 
dition.  Tho  run  of  fish  killed  has  been  small.   It. is  to  bo 
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femvd  tliiit  lliero  aro  not  nearly  so  many  good  liu\i  on  this 
water  m  there  wore  a  few  seasons  ago.  Best  flies  are 
Hlueand  l{cd  Upright  (small)  and  Naif  Stono  (small).— 
Hruon. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— l'iko  and  perch  have  been 
yielding  giand  sport  of  late,  and  bottom  fishing  generally 
lias  tees  good.  Wo  aro  having  grind  angling  weather, 
and  the  Severn  and  tributaries  aro  in  nieo  order. — ■ 
PlSCATOB, 

Severn,  Vvinwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanvmy- 
nech). — The  weather  lore  itill  oontinues  very  mild  and 
seasonable,  and,  with  all  these  rivers  in  ^on\  condition  for 
angling,  some  vow  good  tport  is  being  had  by  trollers  and 
liottoni  fishers.  The  tiout  fishing  part  of  tho  community 
are  overhauling  their  stock  of  flies,  and  anxiously  awaiting 
tho  time  to  commence  operations.  Although  the  water 
bai  b  en  most  favoural  lo  recent  ly  for  the  asi  eat  of  salmon 
into  those  parts,  none  have  been  seen,  much  less  captured, 
which  sj  o  iks  volumes  for  the  vigilar  ce  of  the  fhhera  en  in 
the  lower  wafers.  —  Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivera  and  Chichester  Canal.— Fate  ha 
1  eon  propitious,  and  with  a  continuance  of  the  present 
weather  anglers  will  have  a  few  weeks'  sport  among  tha 
coarse  fish  ere  the  season  closes  in  public  waters.  Rivers 
are  now  in  excellent  older,  and  from  the  Arun  good  takes 
of  bream  and  reach  a  re  notified.  Four  roach  taken  above 
Stoke  on  Monday  weighed  61b.  14oz.,  and  those  were  taken 
by  legering  with  worm.  A  pike  of  7}lb.  was  secured  by 
spinning  with  smelt  from  the  Fletching  portion  of  the 
Ouse  on  Saturday  ;  and  from  the  lower  water  good  catches 
of  roach  tre  recorded.  Chichester  Canal  has  yielded 
several  pike,  the  heaviest  weighing  6Mb. ,  but  nearly  nil 
were  taken  with  live  gorge.  Roach  up  to  Kioz.,  and  bream 
of  21b.  have  been  caught  with  gentles  and  paste.— GkoRGK 
F.  Sw.tkr 


Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  salmon 
(tod)  season  opened  on  Feb.  I  with  the  river  in  high  flood 
which  eintinued  for  some  days.  A  number  of  good  fish 
have  since  been  landed,  varying  in  weight  from  about  3Mb. 
to  IMlb.  Tho  river  is  in  grand  order  for  fishing.  The 
trout  season  opens  on  March  I. — II. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— Tho  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
running  clear,  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine, 
and  suitable  for  anglers  to  get  out,  and  a  good  few  rods 
have  been  on  the  river.  A  fair  number  of  real  flies  have 
been  on  between  11  and  8  in  the  afternoon,  and  fish  have 
been  rising  at  them.  The  worm  should  prove  a  good 
killer. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  water  in  this  district  is  in 
capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine  and 
mild,  and  the  line  flies  have  been  coming  out.  The  fish 
ha  ve  risen  during  midday,  grayling  taking  the  willow.  A 
tew  anglers  have  been  out,  but  sport  slow.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— Eiver  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  One  of  our  local  gentlemen  took  eleven  trout 
on  Saturday,  and  fourteen  on  Monday.  Yesterday 
another  gentleman  took  nineteen.  I  saw  the  fish,  and  he 
told  me  he  saw  a  quantity  of  March  Browns  out.  Another 
gentleman  told  me  he  s.iw  three  large  otters  playing  in  the 
lorndge  just  below  the  town. — Practical  Angler. 

i  ^i^f,1^811  Worcestershire).— Reliable  reports  to 
hand  tell  of  a  good  spawning  season  for  the  trout  on  the 
upper  Wmdrush .  The  floods  have  not  been  so  serious  as  in 
some  former  years.  The  season  generally  begins  on  the  ut  psr 
river  about  the  end  of  March.  April  1  is,  however,  plenty 
soon  enough  to  begin.  There  is  not  now,  as  formerly,  any 
public  water  on  the  Upper  Windru;  h. — L 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincoln).-Fishing  is  again 
going  on  on  the  Witham  and  adjacent  waters.  About 
Boston  they  have  got  among  roach  with  brandlings.  The 
best  take  I  have  notice  of  was  211b.  From  the  Bargate 
drain  there  was  a  take  of  281b.  The  Horncastle  Canal 
has  yielded  well  takes  of  roach  there  having  run  up  to 
201b.  and  over  One  gentleman,  in  two  days,  is  said  to 
have  got  from  it  3?  lb.  Towards  Bardney  they  have  also 
been  getting  decent  sport,  both  from  the  river  and  the 
S.nci  dyke.  Bread  paste  here  has  done  best.  Some  work 
has  also  been  done  on  the  Brayford  pool  at  Lincoln,  and 
among  the  captures  here  theie  has  been  a  pike  of  101b. 
taken  by  Mr.  Ashforth.— Luti. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Canon,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.Jt )— After  a 
ong  spell  of  severe  frost  and  heavy  snowfall,  good  weather 
has  now  set  in,  and  the  river  is  good  ordekVer^  little 
angling  has  been  attempted  as  yet,  and  only  one  saWn 
landed,  so  far  as  known. — B.  mon 
Dee  (Ballater,  Aberdeenshire).-Thanks  to  the 
tr  ailTT Ct6d  alte™tio»  iu  <*e  weather  the  outlook 
for  anglers  has  improved  greatly  during  the  past  week 
Fishing  on  the  Invercauld  Arms  Hotel  water  Messrs' 

2?17thto  fh'eVr  ^  f-^fun  fiZfrom 

the  l,th  to  the  22nd  inst.,  averaging  71b.  each.    On  the 

SIS  onM7h  86  it?'  •J0lm  ^onfgillie,  had  a  beauty 
M\JXiB  fil,-  6  18v,th  11a85-.cMr-  LandJe-  lessee  of  the 
Monaltne  fishings,  has  had  three,  of  741b.,  81b  and  91b 
each  since  the  17th  mst. ;  and  ou^heGlenmuick  portion 

i?Jl  J  JIV6r  13  111  capital  order> the  we  having  al 
disappeared,  and  as  good  sport  is  being  obtained  lower 

KX'fl?/ler8COnfidentiy  6xpect  otters  to  improve  daUy 
as  tin  W     m6i?Uf  and.  a  deal  of  trouble,  as  many 

-Wm.  HARPPERed  °Ut  t00De  r°d  P^' day  sometimes.^ 

KTt0,,w  ?-Uke  been  all°™d  a  87  gluge  (old 
Scotch  ell)  at  his  cru.ves,  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of 


the  Doveron.  The  Act  of  1802  introduced  a  new  system 
of  regulation,  viz.,  that  no  cruive  should  be  less  than  4ft. 
broad  in  the  clear.  This  does  not  interfere  with  his 
Grace's  right  of  tithing,  but  only  to  bring  it  into  con- 
formity with  recent  law.  Tho  result  has  been  a  great 
gain  for  the  riparian  proprietors,  and  more  ' chance  of 
salmon  getting  into  tho  upper  roaches  of  the  river.  Tho 
Dnko  pays  expenses  of  the  action.  Both  parties  were 
agreeable  to  having  tho  case  settled  by  Court  of  Session. 
— G.  N. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— For  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  quite  fresh,  and  the  melting  of  the  snow- 
on  the  hills  has  kept  tho  river  in  heavy  Hood,  and  cleared 
it  almost  of  ice.  Opeiations  at  the  net  fishings  is  now- 
carried  on  without  impediment,  and  during  the  past  wesk 
there  was  a  slight  improvement.  Usually  after  the 
opening  of  the  season  there  is  a  falling  off  for  some  time 
until  the  fish  ascend,  but  the  yield  for  the  second  week  of 
the  season  was  nine  boxes,  compared,  witli  seven  for  the 
corresponding  week  last  year.  The  salmon  are  not  of  so 
large  size  as  generally  taken  at  this  season,  and  would  not 
average  more  than  8lb.  Kelts  continue  scarce,  and  only 
a  few  diseased  fish  have  been  seen.  On  the  coast  the 
yield  from  the  different  s'ations,  varies  from  three  to 
eleven  salmon  daily.  Tho  water  continues  toa  high  and 
foul  for  rod  fishing.  We  hear  that  the  coast  fishing  at 
Gardenstown  opened  fairly  well,  over  half  a  dozen  salmon 
having  been  got  in  the  nets  for  one  day. — H.  W. 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  N.B.).— On 
the  hotel  water,  on  the  17th,  Mr.  James  Lord  killed 
salmon,  161b.  19th,  Mrs.  Bailey  killed  salmon,  2211).  ;  on 
the  reserve  water,  Mr.  Bailey  killed  salmon,  161b.;  on 
the  hotel  water,  Mr.  Jair.e?  Lord  killed  salmon,  191b ; 
Mr.  Thomas,  from  Kemoney,  killed  salmon,  251b.  20th, 
Mr.  Bellairs,  from  Romonoy,  killed  two  salmon,  221b.  and 
I  Ub.    Loch  in  good  ply. — Wm,  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Feb.  17,  Mr.  Borger.tw-osalmon, 
191b.,  171b.  18th,  Mr.  Hodgson,  one,  221b.  :  Mr.  Percy 
Hoole,  one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Hughes,  one,  151b. ;  Mr.  A.  A. 
Smith,  one,  ir>lb.  19th,  Mr.  Percy  Hoole,  twoj  191b 
151b.  ;  Mr.  Berger,  one,  251b.  ;  Mr.  Bird,  one,  191b.  20th' 
Mr.  Hughes,  one,  191b.  22nd,  Mr.  Hodgson,  one,  251b  — 
H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Fortingall).— Gentlemen  fishirg  the  Lyon 
river  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport  • 
19th,  Mr.  Edmund  Berry,  a  salmon,  141b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Harris 
one,  161b. ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one,  171b.  20th,  Mr.  Philip 
Geen,  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  G.  H.  Skinner,  one,  141b.  22nd 
Mr.  Edmund  Berry,  one,  16 Jib.  24th,  Mr.  Philip  Geen' 
one,  18lb.    River  in  good  ply.— MacPhail. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— Angling  on 
Halladale,  Sutherland,  for  the  first  time,  Mr.  MacNicol 
got  the  first  salmon,  81b.,  on  17th.    18th,  Mr.  Morrison 
two,  of  71b.  and   101b.  ;    19th,  one  of  81b.— Angus 
Morrison. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thnrso,  N.B.).-Excellent 

weather  now  prevails,  and  good  sport  may  soon  be  looked 
xt.  Thursday  last  Major  Burnell-Milne,  fishing 

j  £om  Dalvlna  Lodge,  landed  two  salmon  of  71b 

and  7jlb.  On  Saturday  Mr.  MacHardy,  Bettvhill,  landed 
an  8-pounder  on  Beat  No.  6.— B. 

North  of  Scotland.— The  spring  reason  on  the  Dee 
is  an  assured  success.  Fish  are  being  got  freely  all  the 
way  from  the  sea  up  to  Ballater,  some  sixty  miles  inland  • 
and  the  run  at  the  mouth,  instead  of  lessening  is  on  the 
increase.  On  the  Invercauld  water,  Messrs.  Miller  and 
Harvey  had  six  fish  of  71b.,  81b,  and  91b.  apiece,  while 
Mr.  Kufsell  had  two  on  Monaltrie  section,  and  Mr  Landell 
two.  On  the  Glenmuick  and  Morvan  waters  sport  has 
also  been  had.  Mr.  Walpole  Eyre  has  taken  the  Cambus 
O  May  waters  from  Mr.  Barclay  Harvey  for  the  spring 
months    On  the  Glentan  waters,  Mr.  Jefferson  creeled 

T&n?  A-n^'  7i? ■'  aAd  61b-  and  Mr"  Talbot>  two, 
of  9Mb.  and  61b.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters,  Messrs. 
Kemp,  Hepburn,  and  Borwick  have  landed  t  wenty-four  fine 
fash  since  the  opening,  sealing  from  61b.  to  8Mb.  On  the 
Kincardine  water,  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell  landed  ten  fish 
SCai1D^''  61rY"  8'b-81b-.  8Jlb.,  91b.,  91b.,  161b., 

and   20Mb.     On    the    Borrowstone    wateis,  Admiral 

ta£e   had   eleven   creeling   71b.,   71b  71b 
81b    81b.,  81b.,  8|lb.    8Mb.,  91b.,  91b.,  and  left.  On 
Ballogie,  Mr    Edward  Drummond  landed  nine  fish  of 
71b    81b.,  81b.  8Mb    91b.,  91b.,  161b.,  and  81b.  "while 
fT  8  ™um»mo1?d1?reeltd  ^0,  of  71b,  and  8Mb.    On  Lower 

tn6So->n  r-  Wn  R\?USS£n  \*d  m™  ksh'  filing  from  6jTb 
to  221b.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  Wm.  Farnell 
Watson  landed  thirty-one  fish  during  tho  week,  all  of 
average  weights.    His  best  day  was  Thursday  last,  when 

Sir  Toh^Pl^f611  fi,Sl\  ??  thie  Lower  Blackl,aU  water" 
On  f  ,™  8lo,1,e,Ia*  twelve  fish  of  average  weights 
On  the  Cairnton  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  had  similar  sport- 
Z^ol  A  J'n  *  Ha^on4  Blackball  Castle  water,  waTa  so 
successful    On  the  Crathes  water,  Gen.  Hills  creeled  five 

Kin  daX  t0  h.1S  0W^  r0d-  o9"  the  Lower  Inchmarlo  and 
Kmneskie  waters  Messrs.  Simpson  and  Akroyd  have  had 

on  Sn'f  *rf  Wf6k  8  Sr,rt"  ,0n  Friday  th^  had  five,  and 
on  Saturday  eleven  fkh  of  average  weights  On  the 
Colter  section,  Messrs.  Milne,  Beattie  Chalmers  and 
Lockhart,  had  twenty  fish  for  the  week "  while *Ui ^.  Eddie 
on  the  Drum,  had  fifteen ,  and  Shepherd,  on  the ,  k£'. 
causie  section,  thirty-seven  fish,  all  of  average  weigh ts. 
On  the  Don  nothing  has  been  done  as  yet.  The 
Soutb  vT7\  °U  ,  We^neBday,  and   the   rforth  and 

Io^^X-g:  MThe  8ahnon  fi8hiDg  on  the  «a8t  is 

ri^rlihflf(In7frtni  N.B.)  -Angling  commenced  on  this 
TwJf.  '  b.ut  V6ry  few  fish  hav0  been  ^en.  On 

Thursday  a  gentleman  from  Sutherland  Arms  Hotel 
caught  a  salmon  of  18Mb.  on  Blackstone  pool  and  on 
S.-B°nC  °f  101b'  Several  m6e  trout  lmveP  already  teen 
,  South  of  Scotland.— The  last  batch  of  the  Solwav 
nvers,  including  the  Annan  and  Dumfries  Nith,  opened 


their  season  on  Feb.  25.  The  drift  nets  have  had  several 
takes  of  spring  salmon.  I  hear  there  was  a  run  of  tish  up 
the  Annan,  on  Thursday  week,  and  again  on  Saturday  last. 
I  a'so  hear  that  a  number  of  beautiful  salmon  have  fallen  to 
the  rods  on  the  lower  Kek,  between  Longtown  and  the 
Metal  Bridge,  and  it  i'b  reported  that  several  have  t 
caught  since  Monday,  of  this  week.  The  weather 
bom  much  in  favour  of  the  rods.  The  net  fishings,  on  tl 
Scotch  side  of  the  Firth,  opened  their  season  on  Feb.  25 
Owing  to  the  favourable  weather,  a  good  spring  fishing  ' 
antioipu  ted . — H  e  a  t  h  k  r  iiei,  i  . . 

Tweed  and  Teviot.—  Sim,  the  opening  of 
salmon  season  these  streams  have  varied  very  much  in 
condition.  The  season  opened  auspiciously  enough,  but 
very  scon  frost  put  his  veto  on  angling  proper.  During 
the  pait  ten  <iays,  however,  the  volume  of  water  in  both 
Tweed  and  Teviot  has  been  excellent,  and  many  anglerg 
have  been  out ;  but  many  of  the  salmon  fastnesses  hare 
not  as  yet  been  tried.  Of  the  spring  fish  killed  I  have 
been  able  to  gather  authentically  the  following  informa- 
tion :  tin  the  Si.rouston  water,  leased  by  Gen.  Trotter  hit 
fisherman,  W.  Tait,  killed  the  first  fisli  of  the  season  in 
the  Kelso  district,  on  the  opening  day  (Feb.  1).  A  very 
opportune  flood  occurred  just  before  the  net  fishing  began 
in  the  river,  and  at  its  mouth,  thereby  allowing  of  a  good 
run  of  fish  to  the  upper  reaches.  The  consequence  is  that 
just  now  there  is  in  the  main  river  a  great  many  kelted 
fish  and  laggots,  the  late  run  seeming  to  have  been  mostly 
late  spawners,  but  I  have  it  on  authority  that  there  is  also 
a  fairly  good  head  of  clean  run  spring  fish  up.  On  the 
Sprouston  water  (Gen.  Trotter's),  Mr.  Tait,  the  fisherman 
killed  one  clean  run  salmon  of  101b.  on  the  17th.  On 
Thursday,  (he  18th,  same  water,  Mr.  Tait  killed  three 
salmon  weighing  71b.  each.  On  the  19th  lie  lauded 
eight  kelts,  and  following  day  his  son  Willie,  a 
lad  nf  thirteen  years  of  age,  fishing  with  a  14ft.  rod  on 
the  Dab  at  Sprouston,  with  minnow,  and  after  an  intensely 
exciting  run,  landed  a  very  handsome  newly-run  salmon 
of  211b.  On  the  Hendersyde  water,  on  the  17th  inst 
Sir  Bichaid  Waldie  Griffith,  Bart.,  killed  three  clean 
salmon.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle  of 
Kelso,  his  bad  two  salmon  of  81b.  and  14Jlb.,  while  Lady 
v\  aldie  Griffith  landed  one  or  two  unclean  fish.  On  the 
Ednam  House  Junction  water  (Mis.  Drummond's)  Mr 
James  Steel,  Kelso,  killed  a  fish  of  71b.  On  the  Teviot  on 
the  20th,  Mr.  John  Steel,  coachsmith,  had  a  clean  run  fish 
of  7ilb.  in  the  Kae  Braes  stream  cast.  On  the  Floors 
Castle  Upper  water,  on  Feb.  23,  Mr.  Tom  Speedy 
Edinburgh,  three  salmon  of  61b.,  61b.,  and  221b—  Max^ 

WHEEL. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  and  Tributaries.— On  Monday,  March  1 
trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Bann  and  i-s  tributaries— the 
Balhnderry,  Upper  Bann,  Agivey,  Blackwater,  Moyola, 
Maine,  &c.  Judging  from  present  appearances,  the  rivers 
will  be  m  good  form  for  the  opening.  These  being  late 
rivers,  there  will  be  no  salmon  fishing  till  June  at  the 
earliest. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes.— This  river  w  as  in  good  fishing  ply  during 
the  early  part  of  the  past  week,  but  weather  then  became 
stormy,  and  some  heavy  rriu  fell.  At  time  of  writing  the 
water  is  get  ting  into  nice  fishing  order  again.  Mr.  HunW 
on  15th  inst.,  lauded  a  fresh  run  salmon  of  121b. ;  and  on 
1/ th  inst.,  one-  of  ll|lb.  Mr.  N.  L.  caught  one  of  131b.  on 
18th  inst.,  and  Mr.  L.  F.  one  of  941b.  Mr.  J.  M.  had  a 
fash  of  101b.  on  19th  inst.  A  number  of  spring  fish  were 
in  play  with  other  anglers  during  the  past  week,  but  were 
unfortunately  lost.— M.  Eooan  and  Sons. 

Coragh  Lake.— Trout  fishing  has  been  very  good 
during  past  week.  Local  anglers  are  most  successful 
On  21st,  Michael  Joy,  one  dozen;  T.  Lyue,  one  dozen 
heavy  trout.  They  rose  to  the  fly  very  briskly.  The 
river  u  in  good  order  now  for  salmon  anglers.  Any  stay- 
ing at  Southern  Hotel  may  expect  good  sport. — G.  C. 

Corrib  (co.  Galway).— The  river  is  in  nice  order  for 
the  fly,  and  some  fish  have  been  killed.  On  the  10th  the 
gates  were  put  down.  Trouting  is  repotted  to  be  improv- 
ing on  Lough  Corrib. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne.— The  season  opens  on  the  Erne  on  Monday  next 
ihe  river  is  pretty  high,  but  if  no  more  rain  falls  the 
water  will  be  toned  down  into  good  form  for  the  opening 
day.  Salmon  fishing  on  the  Bundrowes  has  been  fair 
since  the  season  opened  on  it. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,'  co.  Kerry).— 
bp,rt  has  been  very  meagre  since  last  report,  owing  to  un- 
favourable winds  and  foul  and  rieirg  waters.  Among  the 
most  successful  are  Messrs.  J.  Brennan,  J.  T.  Leary  ' 
D.  Leary,  and  Pat  Murphy.  At  the  time  of  wiiting 
(luesday)  salmon  are  arriving  in.large  number j  on  the 
tidal  waters.  During  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  last, 
it  is  estimated  that  upwards  of  200  salmon  passed  up  into 
the  lake  during  the  daytime  alone.— T.  J.  D. 

^T7  ?,n  r  L°ugh  Conn  (Ballina).-The  river  was 

not  fashable  for  the  most  part  of  the  week.  On  the  18th 
Mr.  ilonance  had  lalmon,  101b.  j  on  20ih,.  one  14Mb  ' 
and  eleven  kelts.  Mr  J.  Brownon,  on  19th,  had  salmon! 
91b. ;  on  2tlth,  one,  121b.,  and  seven  kelts.  Trout  anglers 
have  not  tried  their  hand  on  Lough  Conn  yet.  Weather 
nice  and  mild.  I  forgot  to  mention  last  week  that  the  flv 
Golden  Banger,  on  which  I  took  the  three  spring  salmon 
and  on  which  most  of  above  were  also  taken,  was  tied 
specially  by  me  to  commemorate  the  long  leign  of  her 
Ma.ies'y.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).-Ca,,t, 
W.  R.  Mmchm  Murroughboro"  has  made  a  good 
beginning  among  the  big  trout  on  Lough  Derg.  On  Friday 
last  trolling  with  phantom  minnows,  he  bagged  seven 
trout  (largest  71b.  9oz.,  the  rest  21b.  to  31b.  each),  and  , 

±;  o08nlhaD°^erf,day  he  killed  a  trout,  61b.  20;.,  and  a 
pike  281b.  On  the  salmon  beats  here  sport  has  been 
indifferent  but  the  weather  has  been  very  unsettled,  and 
the  water  too  high,  except  on  my  sectiqn  of  the  river, 
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where  Mr.  Claud  Lefroy  has  had  a  few  good  bouts  with 
sturdy  springers,  but  lost  them.  On  Saturday,  for 
example,  he  had  had  a  fine  fish  up  to  the  gaff,  when  it 
parted  company,  and  on  Monday  he  lost  two  other  freshly- 
run  fish.  Weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  wild  and  stormy. 
No  sport  in  consequence. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell). — Weather  mild.  A  little 
rain  has  fallen,  and  the  river  is  in  very  good  order.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  R.  H.  Buxton  killed,  20th,  one  salmon 
251b.  On  Doonass,  the  fishermen  killed,  17th,  one  salmon 
191b. ;  20th,  one  salmon  35Jlb.  The  latter  fish  was  hooked 
outside  just  above  the  tail  whilst  the  men  were  fishing  at 
the  head  of  Pool  Comb  Island.  A  heavy  and  protracted 
struggle  followed,  during  which  the  fish  worked  its  way 
down  to  the  "  curls  "  on  Landscape,  through  a  very  rapid 
portion  of  the  river.  Enright's  reliable  "  Shannon  " 
tackle  was,  however,  fully  equal  to  the  terrific  strain  to 
which  it  was  subjected,  and  the  salmon  was  successfully 
gaffed.  On  the  same  water  Mr.  R.  W.  Eickards  killed 
one  salmon  341b.,  on  the  21st.  On  Prospect,  the  Hon. 
W.  D.  Sclater  Booth  killed  one  salmon  291b.,  on  the  18th. 
On  Hermitage  the  fishermen  killed,  irth,  one  salmon 
251b. ;  22nd,  one  salmon,  71b.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr.  C. 
Vansittart  killed  one  salmon  311b.— John  Enright  and 
Son. 

Suir  (Clonmel). — Since  the  season  opened  on  the 
Suir  salmon  fishing  has  been  pretty  fair.  Col.  C.  Butler 
killed  the  first  fish  of  the  season,  a  22-pounder,  on  the 
upper  waters,  while  at  Gorteen  the  fishers  took  a  magnifi- 
cent fish  of  401b.  Mr.  Grahame,  fishing  Ardfiuan  Castle 
preserves,  killed  some  half-dozen  fish  from  rib.  to  24lb.  ; 
and  on  the  17th  inst.  a  28-pounder  was  taken  by  Mr.  E.  R. 
Smyth.  From  the  smaller  tributaries  good  trouting  is 
reported. — J.  A.  B. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Sport 
has  been  good  among  brown  trout  on  all  those  waters,  but 
no  boat  anglers  have  been  out  ,  all  the  angling  being  done 
at  this  time  of  the  year  from  the  banks.  The  brown  trout 
of  these  waters  give  fine  sport  with  light  rods  and  the 
finest  of  tackle.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry). — Salmon  continue  to  come 
up  from  the  sea  in  very  good  numbers,  sixty  being  had 
curing  the  two  last  days  of  the  weekly  season.  When  the 
weir  was  lifted  at  noon  on  Friday,  the  salmon  were  still 
ascending  freely,  and  many  must  have  pushed  up  to  the 
upper  waters,  from  that  time  until  the  weir  was  again  put 
down,  on  Monday.  There  have  been  no  salmon  anglers 
out  during  the  week,  but  brown  trout  fishers  had  good 
baskets  on  many  days',  fishing  with  worm  from  the 
bridge.  The  lower,  or  preserved  portion  of  this  river, 
yields  good  salmon  angling  throughout  the  year— the  fish 
coming  up  from  the  sea  in  big  numbers  throughout  the 
year,  especially  in  the  early  spring  and  late  summer. 
Weather  now  fine,  but  wind  blowing  from  a  bad  point 
— T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — Sport  continues  good  on  all 
those  rivers  open  for  angling,  and  many  fine  salmon  have 
been  had  during  the  past  week,  both  by  amateurs  and 
professionals.  Salmon  have  been  coming  up  in  good 
numbers  from  the  sea  since  Friday  last  on  all  the  more 
important  rivers,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days 
are  decidedly  good.  The  brown  trout  angling  has  yielded 
pretty  good  sport  for  this  time  of  the  year,  the  best 
baskets  being  generally  had  between  noon  and  three 
o'clock  each  day. — T.  J.  D. 


Ecpoxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  {t 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs 
day  Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meeting*  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,'' 
marked    Club  Rkport"  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association.— The  next  meeting  of  the 
Benting  and  Preservation  Committee  will  take  place  on 
Monday  March  14,  at  9  o'clock.— R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  Disteh  'i 
— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the 
Aflion  Brothers  A. S.,  the  Albion,  Lauriston-road,  Soutl: 
Hackney,  on  Monday,  March  1.    I  hope  we  shall  have 
good  attendance.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit 
ing  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  9,  at  the  Peckliai 
Brothers  A.S.,  Prince  Albeit,  East  Surrey  Grove 
Peckham,  S.E.  As  this  society  is  coming  to  the  front 
again,  and  paying  visits  to  other  societies,  1  hope  they 
will  receive  a  bumper.— G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  Distek  i  |  Visit- 
ing List.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  March  4,  to  the  Dukeof  Norfolk 
Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Apollo,  All  Saint's-road, 
Westbourne  Park  (two  minutes'  walk  from  Westbourne 
Park  Station,  Metropolitan),  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster. — J.  Harris.  » 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society  The  Albion 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.— On  Feb.  21  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in :  Messrs.  Osborne,  Buny&n,  Skilleter, 
Yowell.  We  fish  a  peg-down  match  at  St.  Margaret's,  on 
March  14,  for  a  silver  cup  and  other  prizes.  A  return 
vitit  will  be  paid  tq  this  society  on  Mareh  1,  when  the 
company  of  brother  Anglers'  will  be  esteemed  a  favour.— 
..  H.  Haines.  • 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
At  our  sweepstakes  outing  to  Sunbury,  all  the  prizes  were 


taken.  W.  Richards,  first;  C.  Slack,  second;  R.Jack- 
son, third;  Ben,  fourth;  Mr.  Green,  fifth;  H.  Sluck, 
Mr.  Webb,  and  Mr.  Smith,  also  had  fish.  I  have  received 
A.  B.  compe'ition  book  for  March  21,  tickets,  Is.  each, 
which  I  shall  be  glad  to  supply.  Our  unfortunate  brother, 
Mr.  Bridge,  who  lost  the  use  of  his  right  hand,  through  a 
nail,  wishes  every  member  to  be  up  at  the  above,  next  meet- 
ing night.    He  has  some  fishing  tackle  for  disposal. — Ben. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln' s-Inn- Fields.  —  On  Feb.  21  Mr. 
Cutbush  weighed-in  roach  and  perch,  61b.  8oz.  (best  roach, 
lib.  ojoz.);  Mr.  Utting,  roach;  Mr.  Drew,  roach  and 
dace;  Mr.  Guittard,  roach;  and  Mr.  Hall,  bream  and 
"ace. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — On  Feb.  21  a 
grand  show  of  specimen  roach  by  Messrs.  Harding,  Haynes, 
and  Field,  many  over  lib.  The  brothers  Cbaoman  also 
weigbei-in  roach  and  perch.  Mr.  Brookwell  had  two  jack 
last  week,  scaling  151b.,  from  the  Lea. — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society, The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — On  the  14th  Mr. 
Watling  had  a  good  show  of  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Merry  a 
fine  show  of  roach.  On  the  21st  the  following  had  shows  of 
fish  :  Messrs.  King,  roach ;  Merry,  roach  and  perch  ;  and 
Watling,  reach.  Other  members  out  with  no  results.  A 
roving  match  will  take  place  on  Feb.  28  for  four  prizes 
Partimlars  at  clubhouse. — G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E. — Our  punt  match  at 
Twickenham  resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  Booth,  first  ;  Mr. 
W.  J.  Wade,  second;  Mr.  D.  Davis,  third;  and  Mr.  C. 
Watkins,  fourth.  The  lapsed  prizes  for  February  were 
fished  for  on  Feb.  21,  Mr.  J.  Bedford  being  first,  Mr.  H. 
Mallett,  sen.,  second;  Mr.  J.  Robins  also  had  fish.  Mr. 
W.  Jarnian  was  elected  an  hon.  member,  and  Mr.  Booth 
proposed  at  our  last  meeting. — F.  W.  Martin 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E.  —  Our  next  outing 
will  be  on  March  7  to  Amberley  boundary,  from  Houghton 
Bridge  to  the  park  gates  on  both  sides  ;  cease  fishing  at 
6  p.m.  Our  remaining  prize  was  taken  on  Feb.  21  by  Mr 
Evans.  Our  concert  on  Monday,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr 
Cornish,  was  a  success,  and  we  tender  our  thanks  to  those 
who  supported  him  on  that  occasion, — A.  C.  D. 

Black-water  Angling  Society,  Welcome  Sailors 
Inn,  Maldon,  Essex. — The  following  weighed-in  last  week 
Messrs.  H.  Cushbush,  three  jack  (largest  71b.)  ;  B.  Gill, 
four  jack  (largest  61b.).    Mr.  W.  Wiggins  also  had  some 
good  roach. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall 
road,    Notting    Hill—  On    Feb.    21    Messrs.  Butler 
121b.  3oz.,  roach  and  perch  (best  roach,  lib.  14Joz.) 
Dagworthy,  51b.  14oz.,  roach,  perch,  and  dace  ;  Preston 
31b.  15oz.,  roach  and  dace;  Hancock,  31b.  15oz.,  roach; 
W.  Peek,  21b.  10oz.,  roach;    Gibb,  lib.  14oz.,  dace; 
Smith,   jun.,  lib.  4o/..,  roach.    On  Feb.  23,  Messrs 
Coghlan,  sen.,  weighed-in  a  jack  of  121b.  loz.,  121b.  14oz. 
roach  and  dace,  also  a  fine  perch  of  21b.  lOoz.  ;  Coghlan, 
jun.,  lib.  15oz.,  roach  atd  dace.    Our  sixth  annual  sinok 
mg  concert  takes  place  on  Monday  at  8  p.m.,  chair  taken 
by  Mr.  F.  Neele.— H.  Dagworthy. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — During  the 
past  week  good  takes  of  fish  have  been  shown.  On  the 
14th,  Mr.  Billings,  roach  and  jack ;  and  Mr.  Ward, 
ditto.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach.  A  competition 
was  held  on  the  21st,  for  a  prize  gifen  by  Mr.  Brown, 
which  was  won  by  Mr.  J.  Hoare.  The  following  also 
had  good  takes  :  Messrs.  Ward,  roach  and  jack  ;  Billings, 
jack  and  roach  ;  J.  Jennings,  roach  (heaviest  lib.  5Joz  ) ; 
Halsell,  roach;  Bush,  roach;  Revett,  roach;  and  Jones, 
dace.  A  competition  will  be  held  on  Feb.  28  for-Mr.  J. 
Taylor's  prize ;  same  conditions  as  last ;  day's  take  only 
to  weigh. — J.  H . 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— Our  members 
were  out  on  Feb.  21 ,  and  had  some  good  sport,  Messrs 
Bissell,  Parmenter,  Papwotth,  Thomson,  and  B.  Lee 
having  some  excellent  shows  of  roach.  Our  outing  to 
Wades  Mill  will  take  place  on  Feb.  28.  An  outing  is  aleo 
arranged  for  our  honorary  members  on  any  ona  of  the 
following  Thursdays  :  Feb.  25  and  March  4  and  11.  AH 
fish  to  be  weighed-in  at  the  clubhouse,  there  being  eight 
prizes  for  the  three  top  weights.— B.  Biskeli 


Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street.  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  Feb.  21  the  undermentioned  weighed-in 
Messrs.  ■).  Lee,  roach  and  perch  j  H.  Everitt,  roach  I  I! 
Hubbard,  perch.  On  March  7  we  fish  our  last  mateh  of 
the  season,  at  St.  Margaret's,  pegged  down  ;  five  prizes  ; 
all  fish  to  weigh.  Stewards:  Messrs.  P.  Loft  and  H. 
Hackett,  sen.  All  members  before  commencing  to  fish 
must  sign  a  book  held  by  the  stewards  or  they  will  be  dis- 
qualified.—1!.  HUBBABD. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— On  Feb.  21  the  following 
weighed-in :  Messrs.  A.  E.  Hoodlexs,  roach  ;  Oriteher, 
dace;  Webster,  roach  and  dace;  Honour,  patch.  Will 
secretaries  please  send  cash  or  tickets  re  concert  for  Mr. 
Boxall  :  On  Feb.  23  F.  Honour  bad  a  good  show  ot  roach, 
bream,  and  dace.—  1.  Honour. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Caiiinng  Town,  E. — Several  oi 
cur  members  were  out  on  the  21st.  inst.  Mr.  G.  Howell 
won  a  prize  with  81b.  13Joz.  of  roach  and  bream.  Messrs 
Jones,  Hester,  Stone,  at.d  Lashwood  also  had  fish.  There 
is  still  one  more  price  to  fish  for  to  wind  up  our  last 
l/,t  of  prizes,  at  Hatfield  Poverel.— O.  JONXS. 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs 
—The  usual  monthly  delegate-  meeting  will  be  held  at  tl 
•  Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C 
on  Monday  next,  March  I,  at  8  30  p.m. 


Clapham    Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Sirica  my  last  report  the  following  have  weighed-in  :  Messrs. 
J.  B.  Bergeman,  one  cirp,  51b.  7oz. ;  A.  Ward,  pike; 
J.  Thorn  and  J.  Willgoss,  roach;  H.  Moore  and  G.  T. 
Jameson  perch;  three  best  fish,  lib.  Joz.  ;  lib.  ljoz., 
and  lib.  2£oz.  A  roving  match  will  take  place  on  Feb.  28, 
for  members  who  lave  not  taken  a  prize  during  the  seison  ; 
go  where  you  please  ;  all  to  start  ou  the  morning. — G.  T. 
Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — The  result  of  last  outing 
saw  some  nice  fish  on  the  trays,  and  the  prizes  were  all 
tiken.  Messrs.  F.  Crowther,  first;  Linden,  second  ;  and 
T.  Gloster,  third.  Messrs.  Johnson  and  Crowther,  sen., 
also  weighed-in.  Our  last  prize  outing  takes  place  on 
March  7  for  five  prizes.  Will  all  members  be  present  next 
Tuesday  to  arrange  place  of  ou'ing,  &e. — S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List. — The  visit  to  the  Phoenix  A.S.  on  Tuesday  evening 
was  a  success — they  had  a  full  room  aud  plenty  of  harmony  ; 
Mr.  Gibbons  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Bouftier,  vice.  The 
following  seventeen  societies  were  represented,  viz. : 
Great  Northern  Brothers,  Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Crown  and 
Buckland,  Eustonian,  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  Camden, 
Phoenix,  Royal  George,  Mitre,  Foley,  Central  Club, 
Independent  Brothers,  Victoria  Brothers,  Brompton, 
Bostonian,  and  Dibden.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Royal  George  A.S  ,  held  at  the  (Jmen's  Arms,  Bateman- 
street,  Soho-square  ;  date  not  fixed. — F.  Casteli,. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Xorth- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — Ou  Feb.  21  Messrs. 
Potter,  Pound,  and  Barnes  weighed-in  roach  ;  Bingrose, 
jack,  101b.  lOoz.  Ou  Feb.  28  we  fish  for  three  prizes  from 
Carthagena  Weir  and  Rye  House  Bridge. — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— Our 
list  match  of  the  season  was  not  a  success  as  regards 
weight,  but  the  fourteen  prizes  were  all  taken  by  Messrs. 
E.  Baxter,  R.  Onree,  A.  Tucker,  J.  Reddel,  H.  Cupitt,  E. 
Wright,  G.  Percival,  F.  Haunabus,  A.  Duncan,  T. 
Carrington,  E.  Challen,  J.  Brown,  J.  Edwards,  and  W. 
Hill.  AIsd  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  A.  Smith  and  A.  How- 
land. — T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.— On  Feb.  21  Messrs. 
Kobelt,  Poole,  and  Malxchi  all  weighed-iu  jack.  We  fish 
our  monthly  outing  on  Feb.  28,  at  Anib9rley ;  roving  ; 
two  rods  to  be  carried,  but  no  livo  bait  allowed. — W.  Ash, 
Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester-row, 
Westminster.  —  Since  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed  in  :  Feb.  7,  Mr.  H.  Sheekey,  perch.  Feb.  14, 
Messrs.  H.  Sheekey,  roach  and  dace,  31b.  loz. ;  .1.  White, 
chub  and  roach  ;  G.  Sheekey,  perch.  Feb.  21,  Messrs.  G. 
Sheekey,  roaoh  ;  H.  Sheekey,  roach,  41b.  loz.  Mr.  .1. 
Marsh's  perch  has  been  preserved  and  adorns  the  bar  of 
>ur  clubhouse.— A.  Chappkli, 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.G. — Since  last 
report,  our  trays  have  been  well  tilled,  several  of  the  roach 
going  over  lib.  The  result  of  the  Roydon  match  was  : 
C.  Glover,  first ;  H.  Wright,  second  ;  G.  Franklin,  third. 
The  next  outiug  will  take  place  ou  March  7.  Wo 
arrange  locality  and  conditions  next  Wednesday.— G.  11. 
Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  21  ten  members  com- 
peted at  Ware  for  five  prizes,  result :  A.  Maddams,  first ; 
J.  Eagles,  second;  C.  Slade,  third;  C.  Pocock,  fourth. 
The  remaining  prize  will  be  competed  for  on  March  21  in 
the  A. B.S.  competition  ;  conditions  at  clubhouse.  Mem- 
bers are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday.  March  2,  for 
very  import  mt  business. — S.  Mai, by. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society.TlieApollo,  All 
Saints'-road,  Westbourne  Bark.— Most  of  our  members 
have  been  out :  Mr.  G.  Dicks,  jack,  one  (ijlb.  ;  Mr.  Tipper, 
nice  show  of  roach,  five  going  61b.;  and  Mr.  Wilting, 
go )d  show  of  dace.  Several  others  also  weighed-in.  On 
March  4  our  return  visit  takes  place  ;  onMarch  17,  our  last 
match  of  the  season.— W.  Jenkins. 

Dulwich  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  East  Dul- 
wich  Hotel,  Goose  Green,  b.E.— Last  Saturday  Mr. 
Bannister  weighed-in  33lb.  5oz.  of  jack,  chub,  and  roach 
(largest  jack,  51b.  15oz. ;  chub,  21b.  2oz. ;  tad  roach, 
lib.  loz.),  all  from  the  Keunett ;  Mr.  I'.  Bripgs, 
10lb.  3oz.  of  pCaoh  and  dace,  from  Thames.  Mrmbors 
should  attend  on  meeting  nights  at  least  once  a  month,  in 
default  of  which  thoy  will  bo  fined.  Due  notice  of  the 
monthly  meetings  will  be  given,  but  the  ordinary  mooting 
night  is  still  Fridays.— Ed.  Morukrr. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  High-road, 
Tottenham.— On  Feb.  14  Messrs.  Price,  liurmtt,  ami 
Dyer,  some  very  tine  roach  and  dace.  <  In  tin-  1 7th,  tUMH) 
Kced  and  Baynton,  eleven  jack  from  private  rater,  which 
were  returned,  all  being  under  lib.  On  ti  c  2ht,  Mr. 
Ashmore,  a  very  pretty  show  of  loichund  dace,  BUMm 

all  of  good  class  ; 


Rowly  and  WoodnifT,  two  trays  ot  dare,  a! 
Burnett,  bream  from  Amberley  ;  T.  0(  lher,  1  lib.  of  good 
r.  ach  from  the  la  a,  <  n  the  16th.  Mr-sis.  Bo  id,  Collier, 
and  Dyer,  reach,  dice,  and  chub,  on  th<  23rd.  A  i  upper 
ai  d  musicil  evening  will  take  plu  <  on  March  10.  Ticket  •< 
2i     F  I'.  Ridgway,  Esq.,  in  the  chair.— O.  G.  DTXE, 

Earlsfield  Angling  Club  Ball  Way  Bousi 
Earlsfirld-roail,  K.W.— Th"  result  of  out  "iut.fr  was  ai 
follows:  Vint,  Mr.  Fulton  ;  second,  Mr.  Bruce  ,  third, 
Mr  Matthews.  Another  outing  woa arranged  for  Feb.  2S, 
from  Bell  Weir  to  Old  Windsor  Lock;  bank  <r  pant 
optional;  four  valuable  prizes.  Train  leaves  (  lapbam 
Junction  at  N.25  a.m.,  returning  from  Egham  at  «  38  p.m. 
All  Bah  to  weigh.— A.  Tbaqj  air. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arm  ,  llu.lt 
Cross-road,  Tottenham.— On  Feb.  21  several  of  our 
members  wen;  out.  and  weigh  ed-in  as  follows:  Mr. 
Phesoy,  Sib.  1 3 Jo/..  ;  Mr.  KiefrieJ,  jun.,  81b.  lj"/.. ;  Mr, 
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Unsworth,  211).  lljoz.;  and  soveral  with  smaller  catcheg, 
the  takes  being  rouch  and  dace  in  each  case. — J. 
Unbwortii. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Ilillingdon-Htreot,  Walworth,  B.E.  —  Our  visit  on  the 
S.L.U.  V.  lint  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  March  2.  This 
being  our  first  visit  since  our  host  has  been  tenant  of  the 
above  house,  wo  hope  for  a  large  muster  of  visitors  to  con- 
i  (net  bin  of  our  requirements  to  increase  the  capacity  of 
our  room.  I  might  mention  that  we  are  situated  in  olosa 
proximity  to  Walworth -road  Station  (£.0.  and  D.R.)  All 
wigl'HH  will  be  heartily  welcomed  that  attend. — Alk. 

Gl'NN. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Karl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N.— On  Feb.  14  Messrs.  Jeffreys,  T.  Bugg,  J. 
Tuckwell,  C.  Stebbings,  H.  Evans,  J.  Ballard,  and  H. 
Calient  had  a  nice  show  of  roach,  dace,  and  jack,  Mr. 
Calicut  leading  with  161b.  l8oz.  of  jack.  On  the  21st  Mr. 
Calicut  was  again  to  the  front  with  121b.  l^oz.  of  jack. 
Members  aro  requested  to  attend  on  Monday  next;  last 
meeting  night  of  financial  year,  and  all  arrears  must 
be  cleared  off  the  books.— W.  Lawrence. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street. — Our  outing  resulted 
as  follows  :  Messrs.  H.  Glaister,  51b.  7Joz.,  first  ;  A. 
Crow,  lib.  9$oz.,  second;  G.  West,  lib.  6ilb.,  third. 
Mr.  C.  Chapmau  also  weighed-in.  A  smoking  concert 
will  take  place  on  March  8  at  the  Robin  Hood,  South- 
ampton-street, Pentonville,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  John 
Trowbridge,  twenty-five  years  a  member  of  the  above 
society.  Chairman,  Mr.  J.  Jennings ;  vice,  Mr.  C. 
Watling.— A.  Crow. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Messrs.  Marks,  Flint,  and 
Burton  had  somo  good  roach  on  Feb.  21,  and  Whitmore, 
perch.  On  Feb.  23  there  was  a  good  attendance,  when  it 
was  resolved  to  fish  for  sixteen  prizes  on  "March  7,  at 
Pangbourne  ;  all  go  by  the  9  o'clock  train,  Paddington. 
— R.  Munr-HY. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Orange -road,  S.E. — At  the  fortnightly  meeting  on  the  23rd 
inst.  we  arranged  a  smoking  concert  for  Tuesday,  March  9, 
on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.  A  programme  will  be  pro- 
vided, and  we  hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  On  the  22nd 
inet.  Messrs.  Stokes  and  Lee,  with  Joe  Brain,  jun.,  at 
Richmond,  caught  121b.  12Joz.  and  12£lb.  of  roach  and 
dace. — W.  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  B.C.  —  On  Tuesday, 
Maroh  2,  a  paper  will  be  read,  by  Mr.  F.  F.  Auckland,  on 
the  "Life  of  Nelson"  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  the  9th,  there 
will  be  a  smoking  concert. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — Mr.  Leonard  had  a  show 
of  jack ;  Mr.  II .  Dacosta,  perch  ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  roach. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  club  meetings. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — At  our  weekly  meeting 
on  Wednesday  last  the  following  resolution  was  passed 
and  recorded  on  the  books,  viz.  :  "  That  the  members  of 
the  Highbury  Angling  Society  are  unanimously  in  favour 
of  the  Anglers'  and  Central  Associations  being  merged 
into  one  for  the  following  reasons  :  1.  From  considerations 
of  preservation,  both  as  regarding  a  general  fixed  contri- 
bution to  the  River  Re-stocking  Fund  and  a  general 
standard  of  takeable  fish.  2.  That  the  various  rented 
fisheries  would  then  be  open,  and  properly  so,  to  all  Lon- 
don anglers.  3.  That  possibly  through  stronger  represen- 
tations being  made,  together  with  the  advantage  of  having 
to  deal  with  one  association  instead  of  two,  railway  com- 
panies might  make  further  valuable  and  necessary  con- 
cessions to  anglers.  4.  That  the  members  of  this  society 
can  neither  see  any  necessity  for  two  associations,  nor 
any  reason  why  the  two  should  not  be  amalgamated."  A 
roving  Thames  competition  was  arranged  for  March  14. 
All  classes  of  fish  eligible,  and  to  be  weighed-in  on  the 
Monday  following. — T.  A.  Shaw. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— On  Feb.  21  Messrs. 
Bailey  had  roach  j  S.  Gillett,  roach  j  A.  Hattemore, 
roach,  W.  Bishop,  perch.  The  next  visit  on  our  list  will 
be  at  the  Albion  Brothers,  on  Monday,  March  1,  when  1 
hope  some  of  you  will  attend. — Johnny. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Soho,  W.— Messrs.  Steptoe  and 
Pope  weighed-in  a  nica  show  of  roach  and  perch  on  Feb.  21. 
Our  next  concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  takes  place  on 
Tuesday,  March  2  ;  a  tip-top  programme,  and  Mr.  George 
France  in  the  chair.  All  anglers  and  friends  welcome.— 
Step. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  The  following  weighed-in 
on  Feb.  21  :  Mr.  Croker,  81b.  o^oz.  roach  aui  dace 
(heaviest  roach  lib.  5Joz.)  ;  Mr.  Burwash,  roach  and  dace  ; 
Mr.  Wilks,  roach  and  dace ;  Mr.  Boys,  roach  ;  Mr.  Deedy, 
roach  and  dace  — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Itaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— We  compete  for 
four  special  prizes  on  Feb.  28,  on  the  Stort.  There  aro 
also  four  special  prize3  to  be  fished  for  on  March  10,  com- 
petitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  fishing  waters  ■ 
private  waters  barred.  Mr.  N.  Martin  weighed-in  roach 
on  the  20th  inst.  On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  E.  Bedford  weighed-in 
231b.  £oz.  jack  (heaviest,  81b.  4Joz.)  ;  Mr.  F.  H.  Tilling 
also  had  two  jack,  91b.  looz. ;  Messrs.  H.  Butt  and  A. 
iurlong  had  roach  and  dice;  Messrs.  T.  and  W.  Harris 
had  roach.  On  Feb.  24,  Mr.  W.  Wilshere  had  361b.  loz. 
roach  (heaviest,  ljlb.,  most  of  the  remainder  scaling  lib 
each)  ;  he  also  had  61b.  5oz.  of  p?rch  and  jack,  making  a 
total  weight  of  421b.  6oz. — H.  B. 

Ladyof  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  .Shepherd's  Bush,  W.— The  competition  on  the 
21st  resulted  as  follows:  Messrs.  A.  B.  Mason,  roach 


from  Henley,  141b.  ljoz.,  first;  C.  J.  Carter,  roach  and 
dace,  from  Twickenham,  91b.  9oz.,  second;  C.  Bailey, 
dace,  71b.  OJoz.,  third;  and  W.  Jones,  perch  and  roach, 
from  Henley,  3lb.  13oz.,  hon.  members  prize.  The  last 
competition  of  the  Thames  season  will  take  place  on 
March  7 ;  any  water  ;  punt  or  bank  ;  for  three  prizes.— 
A.  B.  M. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, King's  Cross,  N.— On  Feb.  21  we  had 
upwards  of  401b.  of  fish  by  Messrs.  Richards,  Johnson, 
Bowdrey,  White,  Clark,  Holmes  (one  jack,  41b.  6oz.)— W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  5, 
Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool. — To-day 
(Feb.  24)  we  put  into  our  Knowslev  water  a  quantity  of 
bream,  roach,  perch,  and  small  jack,  kindly  sent  ns  from 
Ellesmere,  Salop.  We  shall  net  to-morrow  the  large  pond 
of  the  Liverpool  Angling  Club  at  Rainhill,  and  the  fish 
obtained  will  also  be  taken  to  Knowsley.  The  members 
of  the  Curling-Club  have  put  300  yearling  rainbow  trout 
in  their  pond,  and  we  shall  eagerly  watch  how  they  get  on. 
Though  the  weather  is  now  fine  and  mild,  I  have  heard  of 
no  one  being  out  angling. — Ri>.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row.  —  During  last 
week  end  the  weather  was  of  a  mild  nature,  and  Messrs. 
Meighen  and  Jones  journeyed  to  Rossett.  They  took 
some  roach  and  perch  from  the  Dee  and  Alyn,  but  nothing 
of  particular  note.  The  roach,  perch,  and  pike  generally 
go  well  about  this  time  of  the  year  in  this  district. 
Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday 
next. — James  Rems'olhs. 

Malby  Testimonial. — At  the  committee  meeting  on 
Feb.  23,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  the  presentation  to 
Mr.  S.  Malby  till  Tuesday,  March  16.  Will  those  gentle- 
men who  were  absent  from  the  meeting  kindly  attend  on 
Monday,  March  1,  at  9  o'clock,  so  as  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  concert  in  connection  with  the  above.— C.  A.  P. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N. — During  the  week 
the  majority  of  our  members  have  been  out,  with  the 
following  result :  Messrs.  Hendon  and  Hall,  two  barbel, 
weighing  61b.,  from  Enfield  Lock.  Mr.  Stockdale,  two 
jack  and  several  perch,  largest  perch,  lib.  6oz.,  (tight  line) 
from  Enfield  Lock  (navigation)  sent  to  Messrs.  Cooper  and 
Son.  Messrs.  Bailey,  Swann,  and  others,  also  had  perch 
and  jack.  On  Tuesday  last,  Messrs.  H.  Biddlecombe,  and 
C.  A.  Bailey,  were  elected  working  members.  A  special 
outing  was  proposed  for  March  7,  details  to  be  settled  next 
Monday.  The  committee  met  and  disposed  of  several  im- 
portant matters.  Members  should  note  that  our  next 
meeting  night  will  be  on  March  1,  at9.30. — H.  Stoi  kdale. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — On  Feb.  21  Messrs.  Timmins 
weighed-in  jack  ;  Sinclair,  jack ;  and  Goodings,  roach.  I 
hope  members  will  a.ttend  next  meeting  night,  to  arrange 
for  supper,  &c. — A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  On  the 
21st  inst.,  the  following  weighed-in  :  H.  Collins,  C.  Lamb, 
sen.,  E.Lamb,  jun.,  G.  Smith,  Richards,  sen.  and  jun.,  G. 
Mill  ward,  C.  Drawbridge,  for  gross  weight.  F.  Prosser 
also  weighed-in,  taking  a  prize.  On  Feb.  28,  we  fish  a 
match  at  Maldon,  Tidal  water,  first  train. — A.  Lewis. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — On  Feb.  14  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Messrs.  Clayton,  roach,  heaviest  lib.  3£oz. :  Petts,  roach  ; 
Pink,  roach  (all  three  shows  being  of  a  good  class) ;  and 
Cook,  roach  and  gudgeon.  On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  Clayton,  jack 
and  roach  ;  Mr.  Cook,  roach  and  bream  (one  bream  3^-lb., 
from  the  Lea)  ;  and  Mr.  Black,  chub.  On  Feb.  24,  Mr. 
Horner,  a  nice  jack  of  71b.  6Joz. — H.  Stretch. 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Park  -  lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  weighed-in  jack  on  Feb.  21, 
best  91b.  We  have  a  harmonic  society,  and  next  Monday, 
March  1,  will  be  an  open  night,  when  we  cordially  invite 
anglers  and  their  friends. — R.  F.  C. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  the  14th  we 
had  shows  of  fish  by  Messrs.  B.  Preston,  141b.  5oz.,  roach ; 
W.  Poore,  61b.  3oz.,  roach;  Mercer,  one  jack  51b.  7oz.  ; 
Dulieu,  jack,  31b.  lOoz. ;  and  E.  Wicks,  two  bream,  51b  , 
and  a  few  roach.  On  the  18th  thirty-seven  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  supper,  Mr.  W.  Tyler, 
host  of  the  Wellington,  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  Mellish. 
Some  excellent  songs  were  sung.  Pianist,  Mr.  S.  Hales  ; 
violin,  Mr.  E.  Smart.  Thirty  prizes  was  announced  for 
the  coming  season. — E.  Broc'KETT. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — Several  members  were  out  on  Feb.  21,  when 
the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Reitz,  jack  ;  Vyll,  roach  ; 
F.  Watson,  roach  ;  Carter,  roach;  W.  Watson,  J.  Watson, 
and  Coldwell,  perch. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Rosemary- road,  Peckham,  S.E. —On  March  9 
we  take  a  visit  on  the  Anglers'  Association  list,  which  un- 
fortunately clashes  with  the  Blackfriars  visit  on  the 
Central  list ;  but  it  cannot  be  avoided,  our  host  only 
hiving  that  nigbt  available.  He  is  new  to  the  house,  and 
we  thought  we  would  make  it  a  house-warming.  1 
hope  the  clubs  on  the  list  will  rally  round  and  make  it  u 
bumper.  Mr.  Woodyard  had  151b.  8|oz.  on  Feb.  21.— G. 
Etheringtox. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— On  Feb.  21  Messrs.  Thridgould  and  Tayler 
won  the  two  prizes,  with  roach,  bream,  and  dace ;  Bouffler, 
roach.  On  the  23rd  the  C.  and  D.  visit  was  a  success, 
seventeen  clubs  present.  Chair,  Mr.  Bouffler ;  vice,  Mr. 
Gibbons;  pianist,  Mr.  Attwood.  If  members  don't  show 
up  next  Tuesday  tj  arrange  last  outing  it  will  have  to  be 
fished  off  in  the  Lea. — R.  C. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  The  Rose  and 
Crown,  Lisson -street,  Marylebone,  N.W.— We  had  a  very 


fine  show  of  fish  on  Feb.  21,  consisting  of  jack  and  perch, 
two  perch  weighing  over  31b.,  caught  by  one  of  our  oldest 
members.— A.  E.  Payne. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  On  Feb.  21  only  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Longland,  and 
Roach.  We  take  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  on 
March  11,  when  we  hope  to  see  a  crowded  room. — 8. 
Gibbons. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Amis, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  Feb.  21  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  A.  Barclay,  roach  and  dace;  Tim  O'Shanhouu, 
nice  show  of  roach  ;  C.  Merigold,  chub,  roach,  and  perch  j 
Tissaun,  roach  and  perch.  Quarterly  night  next  Tuesday, 
March  2.— F.  Pignatelli. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  Feb.  21, 
Messrs.  G.  Richards  weighed-in  perch  ;  W.  Bignell,  jack ; 
and  W.  Wink,  roach  and  dace. — W.  Ansi  i  ) . 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy-square,  W.— On  Feb.  21, 
a  few  of  our  members  were  out,  with  the  following  results : 
Messrs.  S.  King,  111b.  7£oz. ;  roach,  1;  fish  weighing 
lib.  5koz. ;  T.  Petrie,  roach,  81b.  12£oz. ;  Ben  Smith, 
dace,  perch,  and  roach,  31b.  9Joz. ;  G.  Campbell,  roach 
and  dace,  41b.  12oz. ;  C.  Roberts,  dace,  lib.  ljoz. ;  H.- 
Bl'yth,  dace,  lib.  l|oz.  (one  dace  9oz.) ;  R.  Spencer,  perch, 
7oz. ;  and  Barton,  one  jack,  lib.  9|oz.  Our  outing  to 
Windsor  takes  place  on  Feb.  28;  usual  conditions.— 
W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  F'eb.  21  Mr.  Massey 
had  201b.  of  roach  and  dace  (best  dace  8Joz.,  and  the  live 
largest  roach  lib.  7Joz.,  lib.  loz.,  lib.  Joz.,  lib.  ±oz., 
lib.);  Mr.  R.  Smith,  roach,  4|lb.  Tuesday  next  will  be 
quarterly  night,  when,  besides  the  election  of  officers,  the 
venue  and  date  for  annual  dinner  will  be  fixed.  Next 
outing  is  to  Witham,  on  March  14  ;  usual  conditions  (eels 
and  jack  barred).  Train  leaves  Liverpool-street  8.25  a.m., 
return  6.48.  Honorary  members'  outing  same  place  and 
time. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  Feb.  21 
we  had  a  nice  show  of  bream  and  roach  by  Messrs.  D. 
Flint,  W.  Wells,  T.  Jones,  W.  Hooper.  I  hope  members 
will  show  up  well  now  we  arc  in  our  new  quarters.  Don't 
forget  Wednesday  is  meeting  night. — T.  Jones. 

South  Bermondsey  Fiscatorials,  Club  and 
Institute,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — On  Feb.  21  only 
one  member  weighed-in  (roach  and  dace).  The  outing  for 
March  will  take  place  on  March  7.  Place  arranged  on 
Friday  next,  so  I  hope  to  see  a  good  meeting  and  a  good 
muster. — A.  G.  Smith. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Feb.  21  the  following  weighed-in  : 
Mr.  Ehren,  roach;  Mr.  H.  Shum,  perch.  We  made  four 
new  membeis  last  week,  and  have  room  for  more. — W. 

WOODFURH. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 

Broadway,  Deptford.  —  Several  members  were  out  on 
Feb.  21,  with  the  following  resu't  :  Messrs.  G.  Marsh) 
pike;  E.  Skeates,  pike  ;  and  J.  Steer,  dace.  We  fish  a 
pegged-down  match  on  Feb.  28,  at  Kingston,  for  a  pair  of 
pictures  and  an  angler's  knife. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  fished  at  Datchet  for  prizes  with  the 
following  result :  Messrs.  A.  Pain,  first ;  Morring,  second; 
Allan,  third ;  and  G.  Clayton,  fourth.  Also  had  fish : 
Messrs.  Clegg,  Brookman,  H.  Pain,  J.  Clayton,  and  Birch. 
If  the  two  gentlemen  who  called  on  Tuesday  will  call  on 
March  2  1  shall  be  very  pleased  to  se3  them. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road.  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
last  several  important  matters  were  discussed.  Messrs.  F. 
Dixon,  Bradley,  and  Prica  were  proposed  as  working 
members.  On  Feb.  21  our  trays  were  well  filled  by  the 
following  :  Messrs.  T.  Allaor,  roaoh  and  chub  ;  T.  Jarvis, 
roach  and  tench  (largest  tench  21b.  5|oz.)  ;  J.  W.  Powe, 
roach,  perch,  and  jack  ;  H.  Templeman,  roach  and  dace 
(largest  dace  8Joz.) ;  G.  Powe,  roach  ;  F.  Haydon,  roach ; 
C.  Wake,  roach. — F.  E.  Haydon. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  21st,  Mr.  J. 
Stevens  weighed-in  a  bream  of  41b.  13oz.,  and  a  nice 
tench;  Mr.  Marshall,  jun'.,  captured  a  jack,  71b.  l£oz. ; 
Mr.  J.  Howell,  a  roach  of  15|oz.  Messrs.  Tisley, 
Galcutt,  Skelsey,  Hoad,  Odart,  Knight,  and.  Ford,  also 
brought  in  roach,  porch,  and  dace. — H.  W. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
The  following  were  successful  in  last  competition :  Mr.  W. 
Wray,  first,  with  some  good  roach;  Mr.  J.  Brunker, 
second,  with  a  jack  61b.  loz.  Another  competition,  open 
(bank  or  punt),  is  arranged  for  Feb.  28,  for  three  prizes. 
Any  prize  not  taken  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday, 
March  3  ;  same  conditions. — W.  Wray. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham. — We  have  a  supper  on 
March  4.  Fifty  tickets  are  at  present  sold.  A  musical 
programme  will  follow.  Mr.  J.  Anderson  weighed-in,  on 
Feb.' 20,  four  perch,  5Jlb.  (best  fish  lib.  15oz.)  ;  Mr. 
Sparling  took  a  dozen  perch  on  the  Lea,  also  two  small 
jack. — J.  A.  Griffin. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  C  adi 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — On  the  '-.'1st 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W.  Swadling,  101b.  9oz. 
of  roach  and  jack;  Pearce,  71b.  lOJoz.  of  roach,  bream, 
and  jack  ;  F.  Homer,  9lb.  lOJoz.  of  jack  and  roach  ;  II. 
Mills,  two  roach  over  lib.  eaoh  ;  Jn.  Newton,  81b,  I'ljoz. 
of  roach;  and  James  Newton,  lib.  I  l.'oz.of  roach.  Wo 
fish  a  peg-down  match  at  Mai  low  on  March  7.  All  go  by 
7.44  train  from  Stratford. — H.  Lowthkr, 
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Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.— The  following 
iveiebed-in  during  the  week  :  Messrs.  H.  A.  Kolt,  a  speci- 
men roich.  If  lb. ;  C  Floris,  a  barbel,  2  Jib. ;  Howden, 
roach  and  dace  ;  Kelly,  perch ;  Golding,  roach  and  perch  ; 
i  and  Bright,  roach  ;  all  from  the  Thames.  A  roving  match 
will  ho  fished  to-morrow  (this  report  arrived  on  Wednes- 
day. Feb.  24) ;  all  competitors  to  weigh-in  the  same  even- 
iue  at  heidquarters  before  closing  time.— Hon.  Sec. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plum&tead.— Several  members 
were  oat  this  week,  and  the  following  weighed-in: 
Messrs.  F.  Cresswell,  roach;  W.  Davis,  perch;  W.  G. 
N". nt ham,  roach;  F.  Ingram,  roach.— P.  Smith. 


fugling  ^i-efures 

February  28.    , 

Amicable  Excelsior  :  Match  at  Windsor. 
Amicable  Waltonians :  Roving  match. 
Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 
Bostonian  :  Prize  outing. 
Brunswick  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Wade's  Mill 
Clapham  Junction  :  Roving  match. 
Clissold  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
CoLlingwood :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Convivial :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
Earlsfield  :  Outing  to  Bell  Weir. 
Golden  Barbel :  Match  at  Tilehurst. 
Jubilee:  Match. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 
North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  Maldon. 
St.  Pancras  :  Match  at  Roydon. 
Seymour  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Windsor. 
Victoria  Brothers  :  Outing  to  Sunbury. 
United  Brothers  :  Match  at  Kingston. 
Walworth  Waltonians:  Competition. 
West  Newington :  Competition. 
March  1. 
Albion  Brothers :  Visit. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting,  &c,  meeting. 
Bomore :  Concert. 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 

Olive  Branch :  Concert. 
March  2. 

Firm  and  True  :  Visit. 

Gresham  :  Reading  by  Mr.  T.  F.  Auckland. 

Independent  Brothers :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
March  3. 

B.S.A.S. :  General  meeting,  Cannon-street  Hotel ;  eight 
o'clock. 

Epsom :  Reading  by  Mr.  A.  Jardine. 
March  4. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Visit. 
West  Green :  Supper. 

March  7.— Anglers'  Pride  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
n  7.— Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Competition. 
„      7.— Blackfriars  :  Monthly  outing. 

7.— Cambridge  Heath  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret  s. 
7.— Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing. 
7 —Crown  and  Buckland  :  Outing. 
?  —Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 

-Good  Intent :  Match  at  Pangbourne. 
,— Lady  of  the  Lake :  Competition. 
.— Mildmay:  Outing. 
.—South  Bermondsey :  Outing. 
.— Wenlock  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
.—West  Ham :  Match  at  Harlow. 
.—Great  Northern  Brothers :  Benefit  concert. 
I. — Blackfriars  :  Visit. 
-Grange  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
-Gresham :  Smoking  concert. 
-Peckham  Brothers :  Visit. 
-Royal    Aquarium:    Opening  of 

Exhibition. 
-Eagle :  Supper. 

-Eoyal  George:  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
-Albion :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
-Silver  Trout :  Match  at  Witham. 
-Presentation  to  Mr.  S.  Malby. 
-B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner. 
-A.B.S. :  Competition  at  St.  Margaret's. 
-Dalston :  Prize  outing. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  last  smoking  concert  of  the  season  of  this  society, 
was  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Monday,  Mr. 
J.  R.  Richardson  in  the  chair.  There  was  an  excellent 
programme,  the  artistes  being  Mr.  Edgar  Jeffery,  Mr.  A. 
C.  Nuthall  (comic),  Col-Sergt,  Clarke  (recitations),  Mr. 
Albert  W.  Ketelbey  (Prof.  Trin.  Coll  ,  Lond.)  who  played 
the  pianoforte  in  brilliant  style  Mr.  Will  Hazeldine  gave 
two  admirable  comic  sketches,  and  Mr.  A.  W.  Hanwell 
received  an  enthusiastic  encore.  A  band  under  Band- 
master Anthony  played  a  selection  of  music  during  the 
evening.  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  collected  in  the  room 
£4  43.  for  the  Indian  Famine  Fund.  Four  new 
members  were  elected  during  the  evening.  On  Monday 
next  a  committee  meeting  will  be  held  to  arrange  the 
details  of  the  annual  dinner  on  March  22. 


OPENING  OF  THE  SEASON  IN  S.  DEVON. 
Commencement  of  Trout  and  Salmon  Fishing. 
Next  Monday,  March  1,  all  the  rivers  in  our  district  are 
open  to  the  fishermen,  and  from  their  appearance,  seem 
to  be  in  very  good  order.  From  personal  observation,  and 
from  what  I  have  been  told  by  friends  who  pay  periodical 
visits  to  the  rivers  during  the  closa  time,  I  can  confidently 
foresee  a  very  good  season  ;  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
pools  and  through  last  season  being  so  dry  there  was  very 
little  fishing,  CDnsequently  the  stock  has  increased. 

The  conditions  on  which  persons  can  fish,  are  pretty 
much  the  same  as  last  year  as  regards  the  prices  of  tickets 
and  licenses,  but  fishermen  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
fishing  the  river  bad  by  paying  5s.  a  year  will  now  be 
obliged  to  take  out  a  salmon  license  in  addition,  making 
the  charge  12s.  6d.  inclusive.  This  has  been  done  because 
it  has  been  noticed  that  salmon  and  peel  make  their  way 
up  this  river  as  well  as  others. 

I  hear  that  on  the  Dart  they  intend  to  issue  daily  salmon 
tickets  at  2s.  6d.  and  that  they  think  of  reducing  their 
ordinary  day  tickets  for  trout  from  2s.  to  Is.,  I  have  not 
however  received  official  intimation  so  cannot  say  whether 
it  is  correct.  I  have  received  all  the  tickets  and  licenses 
for  the  Tavy,  Walkbam,  and  Plyni  districts  and  shall  no 
doubt  in  a  day  or  two  receive  those  for  Avon  and  Eme 
and  also  the  Dart,  and  I  would  just  remind  my  friends  that 
as  March  1  is  on  a  Monday  it  would  be  advisable  to  get 
their  tickets  this  week  and  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
that  a  host  of  rods  will  be  out  if  this  weather  lasts. 

William  Heardee,  B.S.A.S. 
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Fisheries 


LATE_NEWS. 

RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 


KKS8B8.  CoSKNZA  and  Co.,  of  05  and  97,  Wigmore- 
etveet,  have  decided  upon  relinquishing  the  ices  and  con- 
fectionery branch  of  their  business,  which  has  been 
tr.in  t erred  to  Messrs.  J.  Searcy  and  Sons,  of  Conuaught- 
street  and  Sloane-street.  This  step  has  been  taken  in 
consequence  of  the  rapid  growth  of  the  other  branches, 
owing  to  the  enormous  popularity  of  the  Maggi  soups  and 
consomme,  the  Driessms  foundation  sauces,  and  other 
culinary  specialities  for  which  they  hold  sole  agencies. 
The  free  demonstrations  in.  the  use  of  these  soups  and 
sauces  are  being  continued  by  Messrs.  Cosenza  and  Co.,  at 
95  Wigmore-street.  March  5  and  19  are  the  next  dates. 
Cards  of  invitation  to  either  of  these  will  ba  sent  on 
application.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The  Opinion  of  every  Englishman  is  that  liberty  of  speech 
and  action  is  the  birthright  of  every  free  man.  ••  Britons 
never  shall  be  slaves "  1b  one  of  the  most  popular  of  our 
national  songs,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  le i  impossible  for 
Blavery  to  exist  under  the  protecting  shadow  of  the  British  nag 
In  the  same  manner,  men  cannot  remain  bound  by  the  tyrannir 
-shackles  of  disease,  if  they  will  place  themsclveB  under  the 
healing  influence  of  Itolloway's  Pills  and  Ointment.  Their  success 
in  all  parts  of  the  world  is  now  a  familiar  story,  and  it  is  only 
necessary  to  say  here,  there  iB  no  known  disorder  that  cannot  if 
speedily  cured  or  relieved  by  them. 


Thames  (Pangbourne  and  District).— The  river 
is  in  good  order  for  all-round  angling,  and  fish  are  well  on 
feed.  Local  anglers,  between  Mapledurham  and  Basildon, 
have  been  doiug  well,  taking  some  fine  roach  and  perch. 
The  best  bags  I  have  seen  have  been  five  jack  taken  by  Mr. 
Thomas  (largest  just  over  01b.)  on  Tuesday.  Mr 
Drake  had  a  nice  bag  of  roach  to-day  (Wednesday)  about 
101b.,  all  in  fine  condition.  Should  the  weather  keep  hue, 
anglers  ought  to  finish  up  the  season  well.— G.  H.  S. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery.— Since  my  last  report  a 
few  salmon  have  been  seen  running ;  waters  in  fair  order, 
but  no  person  has  fished  it.  To-day  south  wind,  glass 
falling,  and  very  much  like  rain.— W.  Blackadder. 

Dove  and  Tributaries— Water  is  now  getting  into 
trim  and  if  weather  continues  genial  Hy  fishing  should 
promise  good  sport  in  the  course  of  a  few  odd  days.— 
D  and  W  H.  Fostkr. 

Garry  (Invergarry,  N.B.).— The  Duke  of  Portland 
and  Lord  Berkeley  Paget  are  angling  on  the  Garry,  and 
are  meeting  with  fair  success.  The  Duke's  best  day  was 
six  fish  The  Duke  has  left  to  attend  the  Queen  s  drawing- 
room  and  his  brother's  marriage.  The  present  state  of 
the  river  is  good,  and,  although  it  may  not  ba  a  record 
season,  it  is  expected  that  anglers  will  have  very  go  id 

SPLocnHNess'  (Fort  Augustus,  N.B.).  —  A nglers 
trolling  on  Loah  Ness  since  last  report  have  met  with  f  air 
success  On  the  18fch,  Mrs.  Chisholm.of  Onnnolnt  s  Ho  el, 
got  a  10-pounder  ;  Capt.  Hibet  hai  one,  weighing  221b. 
On  the  19th,  Mr.  Douglas  got  a  DIM  fish.  On  the  20th, 
Mr  Douglas  h  id  two,  Mb.  and  91b.:  and  Mr.  I  homas 
AitcSeon  landed  one  ot  2"lb.  On  the  22nd,  M  r.  Morrison, 
Lovat  Arms  II.  til,  ha  1  one,  181b.  ,  Mr.  John  M.  Altclmoii 

one  1Mb  ■  Mr.  Douglaa  on>,  lOJlb.  On  the  suiio  day, 
Donald  McLean,  fishing  for  Mr.  Hunt,  ha  1  a  hue  l.sh 
221b  •  and  Angus  Cliisholm,  fishing  tor  Mr.  AiiRclo,  hid 
two'*Mb  and  10  b.  On  tin  2:hd,  Mr.  Mormon  had  ansli 
of  iklb  The  loch  is  in  excellent  angling  oondwipn,  and, 
owing  to  recent  rain,  1  expect  the  netting  oi  the  River 
Ness  cannot  be  got  on  with  for  a  tew  days  thus  giving  a 
chance  for  another  head  of  heli  to  get  into  the  loon.— 

HMedway  iMaidstonei.-Duii"^'  the  but  fortnight 
fish  have  been  well  on  the  feed.  Some  good  take,  of 
bream  and  roach,  the  best  fish  taken  :  Mr.  K  StOTOM, 
largest  roach  lib.  8*02.  5  Mr.  Rawl.ngs,  largest  rQMO 
lib  Oioz.  ;  and  Mr.  G.  Gardner,  aca-p  weighing  0lb.9W... 
with  other  tikes  of  bream  and  roach.  J  he  carp  were 
turned  into  the  society's  private  water  in  Loose  V  alley* 
■Mr  T  Baker  of  Maidstone,  caught  a  jack  above  *ar- 
leigh  between  81b.  and  91b.— A.  H.  Km  a  BY. 

/Oich  (Fort  Augustus,  W.B.I  -  Capt.    Hibet  w 
getting  an  occasional  fish.    On  the  19th  he  grassed  one 
Sib*  and  on  the  22nd  he  had  one  22ilb      I  he  a- 
mentioned  was  an  exceptionally  well  formed  fish,  an  1 
clean  run.    The  nvor  is  in  good  flood.— 11  i*"N. 


Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk).— The  water  is  in  first-class 

colour  for  any  kind  of  angbng.  A  large  quantity  cf  pike 
hive  been  taken  during  the  week.  On  Monday  Mr.  F. 
Bacon  had  two,  8Jib.  and  7£lb. ;  Mr.  G.  Harris  six,  largest 
01b.  To-day  (Thursday)  Mr.  Rook  had  six,  largest  t.lb.  ; 
and  Mr.  C.  Webber  two,  largest  3Jlb.  Roach  are  feeding 
shy,  but  some  decent  bags  of  fish  up  to  l£lb.  having  been 
made.    Gentles  or  paste  for  bait,— W.  T.  Bainbbidge. 

Taw  and  Torridge  (North  Devon).— liners  still 
very  high,  and  only  a  few  quiet  placss  tishable.  1  saw  a 
dish  of  nine  and  eight  taken  Wednesday,  and  heard  of 
twenty  by  one  gentleman  ;  many  takes  of  three  and  four 
brace.  Rivers  in  better  order  than  I  ha\e  seen  for  eight 
years,  and  there  is  a  good  season  undoubtedly  before  us. 
Salmon  are  plentiful. — Rvsty  Game. 

CLUBS. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastebh 
District,  No.  2). — The  next  visit  on  this  list  is  due  to  the 
Convivial  Angling  Society,  but  the  date  is  not  yet  to 
hand,  if  I  don't  receive  it  in  a  few  days,  must  pass  on  to 
the  next  Society,  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S.— F. 

TnORLlNG. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance,  Yassall- 
road,  Brixton,  S.W.— On  Feb.  21  we  fished  at  Walton  for 
prizes,  and  all  were  taken  with  good  shows  of  fish.  Mr. 
Cooper,  first,  with  jack,  also  being  the  holder  of  the  club 
cup  for  this  season;  Mr.  A  Bruce,  second,  with  perch; 
Mr.  Lidbetter,  third,  perch.  Other  members  were  out, 
and  had  fish,  but  did  not  weigh-in.— W.  H.  B. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.— On  the  21st  our  trays 
were  well  filled  with  some  capital  roach  for  the  first  time 
for  some  weeks,  Mr.  J.  Smith  heading  the  list  with  42 Jib.  ; 
and  I  am  pleased  to  record  that  our  old  champion,  Mr.  H. 
Patman,  has  sufficiently  recovered  from  his  late  illness  to 
again  try  his  skill  with  the  rod,  and  proved  his  hand  had 
not  lost  its  cunning  by  weighing-in  over  201b.  of  capital 
fish.  Messrs.  A.  and  T.  Woodhead,  J.  Wigley,  G. 
Ballinger,  and  G.  A.  Payne  also  weighed-in,  making  a 
total  of  90|lb.  The  competition  for  the  March  series  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  March  7  ;  place  aud  conditions  to 
be  decided  on  the  meeting  previous ;  and  c  n  Feb.  28  we 
fish  an  open  competition  for  three  prizes  not  won  in 
previous  series. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  S.E.— Since  last  report  Mr.  Merrygold 
weighed-in  some  good  roach.  Next  Wednesday  we  decide 
where  to  fish  our  March  outing.  We  take  a  visit  on  the 
C.A.  on  Tuesday,  March  9.— J.  Foster. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— We  fish  a  roving  match  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  Feb.  28,  for  five  prizes ;  from  Rye  House 
Bridge  to  Ware  Bridge ;  all  to  leave  by  8.20  a.m.  train 
from  Liverpool-street. — Phil. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone.— The  fol- 
lowing weighed-in  on  Feb.  21  :  Messrs.  Dutton,  Hill,  and 
Hatchings,  roach  and  perch.— H.  S.  Norri*. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road.— The  following  weighed-in  on  Feb.  21  : 
Mr.  F.  Vanhegan,  roach,  81b.  3joz.,  and  7ioz.  of  dace  ;  Mr. 
H.  Haines,  roach,  101b.  ooz.,  one  roach  weighing  lib.  ljoz. 
— H.  Smith. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Annr 
Stratford  New  Town,  E.— On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  F.  Bates  and 
W.  Carr,  weighed  some  fine  roach  and  dace,  some  of  the 
dace  going  lOoz.  Mr.  T.  Sandiland  and  J.  Grande,  also 
weighed  dace,  roach,  and  perch.— G.  F.  Wkavkb. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John's-street-road,  Clerkenwell.— On  Feb.  21,  Mr.  War- 
renn  had  a  good  take  of  jack,  eleven  tish,  from  private 
water;  Mr.  Thorling  had  roach,  largest  tish,  lib.  5oz. 
Mr.  Worth  had  roach  ;  several  other  monitors  were  out, 
Imt  returned  tao  late.— F.  TiioRi.l.vo.  _  , 

St.  Fancras  Piscatorial  Society,  Sir  Robert  1  eel, 
Maiden-road,  N.W.— We  tish  for  seven  prizes  at  Hoyden 
on  Feb.  28  ;  all  competitors  to  leave  by  the  8.5  from 
Liverpool-street.  On  Feb.  21  the  following  weighed-in: 
Messrs.  A.  Willson,  1-Ub.  of  jack  ;  A.  Roberts,  jack,  -fib.  ; 
J  J.  Fry,  roach,  71b.  ;  A.  Lay,  Bjlb.  ;  Bathorley,  perch. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  fnncea 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  N.W.— On  Feb.  2S  wo  have  an 
outing  to  Sunbury;  all  t>  start  by  the  7.68  train 
(Waterl  >o).  Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night,  and 
also  general  meeting.— T.  A 0BTIN.  :*■»""« 
Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothwoikers  Anns, 

Arlington-street,  New  North-road.  —  On  Feb.  21  the 
following  weighed-in  some  nice  takes  of  roach,  perch,  and 
dace:  Messrs.  Renn,  G.  Styman,  SnUivaji,  and  Richard. 
Our  match  takes  place  on  March  7  at  l'ulborough.— W. 
Hardin.  


'I'n  v  Qneen'a  new  oomrniasioner  at  Balmoral,  Sr.  Corbet, 
ommonces  duty  on  April  I,  in  succession  to  late  Dr. 
Profeit.  . 

TilK  favourite  sport  in  Slam  ia  fUh-flghf  mg.  Betting 
on  Olh-fights  is  such  a  passion  with  I  ho  Siamese  that  they 

will  stake  not  Iv  all  their  money  and  their  goods  but 

even  Mm  ir  wives  and  children.  The  right  to  keep  »'K1'I»'K 
tish  h  bcHb.w.  d  only  by  the  king,  and  is  so  highly  paid  tor 
that  the  royal  coffers  derive  a  large  revenue  from  granting 
the  requisite  licences.  The  fighting  fit.li  are  little  tlungs- 
long  and  not  thicker  than  a  child  ■  finger-but  they  are 
full  'of  "tight"  anl  fly  at  each  other  with  the  utmost 
ferocity  as  soon  as  they  arc-  let  into  the  eamo  water.  In 
Annum,  t:o,  the  mime  amusement  prevails.  I  here  be 
fish  are  kept  in  largo,  clear  glawB  bottles  of  water  ;  am  it 
one  of  the  bottles  is  placed  before  a  mirror,  the 
vicious  little  lish,  seeing  his  own  relic  tion,  and  taking  it 
to  be  the  enemy,  goes  nearly  mad  with  excitement  .it  lnt 
inability  to  get  at  his  adversary. 
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FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

OLENLYON  PERTHSHIRE. 

8}  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station, 
and  2}  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

Thin  new  First-class  1 1  1 1  beiutlfully  situatsd 

near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."   Good  sprlngsalmon  Honing  on  the  River 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  Ifl,  Trout  Ashing  free.  Posting. 
Pout  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minuteB'  walk 
PAtTL  MaoPHALL  Proprietor 


SALMON  FISHING 

ON 

LOCH  TAY 

The  RoHorve  Water  can  bo  had  from  Jan.  1 5. 
For  Boats  apply  to 

H.  <J.  MAISEY, 

Proprl  Btor.-K  1LLIN  HOTEL. 


FREE 
SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

GENTLEMEN  residing  at  the  BREADAL- 
BANE  ARMS,  Aberfeldy,  have  five  miles 
of  the  Tay  for  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing,  and 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch.na-Oraig,  both  with  use 
of  boat,  FREE. 

 ALEXANDER  NICOL.  Lessee. 


SPLENDID  SALMON  FISHING 
TO  LET. 

Kenmore  Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  Perthshire. 

Boats  to  Let  on  Reserve  Water  and  Hotel 
Water  ;  visitors  on  River  Lyon  free. 

Apply— Wm.  KNIGHT. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

rPHK  PRIORY  HOTEL,  Beauly.  Under 
new  management,  and  newly  fur- 
nished throughout.  Superior  accommo- 
dation and  cuisine.  Three  miles  of  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  the  River 
Beauly,  free  to  patrons.  Season  com- 
mences  Feb.  10. — George  Adams,  Lessee. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

THE  GRAND  HOTEL, 

THE  SPRING  SALMON  ANGLING  on  the 
Crathes  Castle  Water  of  the  Dee  to  LET  in 
Beats— 4  J  miles  of  river  :  also  rods  on  the  Grand- 
holm  House  Water  on  the  Don.    Spring  and 
autumn.    Each  rod  to  have  a  fresh  beat  daily. 
CHARLES  MANN,  Proprietor,  Grand  Hotel. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL. 

The  Fishing  Season  will  RE-OPEN  on  March  1. 

As  the  number  of  Boats  is  limited,  Anglers  should  apply  early. 

GROUSE  MOORS  and  Good  Rough  SHOOTING  to  LET. 

Al'PLT    TO — 

MISS  DAVIES,   LAKE   VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

OSWESTRY. 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  LOCH  TAY 

Has  Commenced. 
Hotel  situated   within   five  minutes' 
walk   of   fishing   grounds.     For  Boats, 
&c,  apply 

P.  CAMPBELL,  Ardeonaig  Hotel, 

Loch  Tay,  Killin,  Perthshire. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISBING. 

GENTLEMEN  STAYING  AT 

BAY  VIEW  HOTEL, 

WATERVILLE,  Co,  KERRY, 

Can  have  First-class  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  Free,  commencing  Feb.  1 . 

During  the  month  of  February,  1895, 
One  Hundred  and  Ninety  Salmon  were 
landed  with  rod  and  line. 

Terms  very  moderate. 

Apply  to  the  Pkofbietok. 


SEA  FISHING  WITH 
ROD  AND  LINE. 

Valencia  Harbour,  Co.  Kerry. 

VISITORS  TO  THE 

VALENCIA  HOTEL 

Can  have  First  -  class  Pollack, 
Whiting,  Bream,  and  Bass  Fishing 
in  the  Harbour  and  off  the  Pier 
and  Breakwater. 

Terms  very  moderate. 
Apply  to  the  Manager. 


"  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels  speolal  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens. 

THE   ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  RAILWAY,  THE  LAW  00DHT8 
THEATRES,  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  40. 


(HEADQUARTERS  OF  TEE  ELI -FISHERS1  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 
BED,   BREAKFAST,   AND    ATTENDANCE   FROM  6a. 

SWAN  HOTEL,  TENBURY, 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 

gEVBN  miles  of  excellent  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING,  including  three 
miles  of  association,  at  Ss.  per  three  days,  2s.  6d.  per  day,  or  10s.  per  fortnight  • 
portion  strictly  fly;  Sunday  fishing  allowed  on  two  and  a  half  miles,  for  fly  or  bait.  ' 

 .   H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

T3,18,?^61',*.!0?1?  °?e  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
,~  ,  m  the  of  Bob  Hoy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  beine 
m  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  is  free Ton  Loch Katrine 
Loch  Chon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellen  boats  and ^experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  CalSider  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  InvennaW  or 
by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  serviceYf  coache ,  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel  coaches  and 

DONALD  FEBQUSOW,  Proprietor. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 

FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING. — Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  hiB  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenoryv 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Cullin;  within  ten  minutes-  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  flehiug.  TermB— board  and  lodging, 
with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s.  per  week.— For 
further  particulars  apply  to  the  Proprietor 
P.  Healv,  The  Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxrord, 
co.  Mayo.  Ireland. 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

BRIGHT  bracing  climate.  Capital  Trout 
Fishing  (lakes  and  streams).  Sea  Fishing 
and  splendid  Bathing  Sands.  Grand  Sporting 
Golf  Course  adjoins  Hotel  and  sea  coaBt.  Plan 
of  links  and  moderate  inclusive  tariff  on  request. 

Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTRELL. 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Comogue,  Morning  Star  and  Luby 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TW«*?Y  ,ml'e8,°'  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fishing  In  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  river, 
iw-v r^ZaSHJ**  'eemlnF  with  coarse  Ash-Pike, 
Koach.  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HOTKL 
which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  In 
huntT^ryMWUh  'an'tary  arrangements  perfect.  £ 
built  on  the  Mague  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others 
vto.,  Comogna  Thalf  mile).  Morning  Star  (four  miles": 
rwVH™e™,ml\BR)V.Tory  HU1  L,ke  <°ne  mUe),  Lough 
?„Y  !(?Ye  mlle8)-  „Cttrs  are  ««PPHed  at  the  hotel  at 
special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff  very  moderate 
 T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 

SHANNON*  LOUGH  DERO. 

KII.IiAI.OIl,  IRELAND. 

M"OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon 

•'i186'  "n<l  T,r?ut  F1»hlng  In  free  nd  preserved 
waters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station ;  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  In  private  oottige  olosc  to 
river  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  8.  J.  HURLEY?  KmtJoV 
Co.  Clare.  Ireland  N.B.-The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  oommenoes  about  hut  week  In  May.  whenthe  bli 
ront  are  about  In  thousands.  i.«™«umdh 


THE  R09E  AND  CROWN  HOT 

BAI  N  BRIDGE,  WENSLEYDALE 

MILES  of  Excellent  TROUT  and  GRAYLM 
FISHING  on. River  Yore  and  Tributaries 
Trout,  Bream,  and  Rudd  fishing  on  Lake  Semar- 
water  (the  largest  natural  lake  In  Yorkshire) 
Charming  scenery,  bracing  mountain  air.  Good 
accommodation.  Terms  moderate.  Letters 
Rose  and  Crown,  Bainbridge,  Askrlgg,  R.S. 
Telegrams  :  ' '  Rose  and  Crown,  Askrigg 

KENDALL  and  CHURIER,  Proprietors. 


LOUGH  ARROW. 


rs 

° 


Boats  and  Experienced  Men  can 
be  supplied  on  this  famous  Lake, 
at  very  moderate  terms,  by  ? 
W.  ATCHESON, 
TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 
Rock  View,  Ballinarry,  Boyle. 

Hotel  two  minutes  from  Lake.  Gentlemen 
met  at  Boyle. 

The  TORS  HOTEL, 

LYNMOUTH,  N.  DEVON. 

THE  FINEST  POSITION  IN  THE 
WEST  OP  ENGLAND. 
Twenty  miles  of  good  Trout  Fishing  Free 
to  Visitors  staying  a  week. 


FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

4J  Hours  from  London. 

FREE  FISHING  over  the  private  waters  of  the  Earl 
of  Portsmouth  and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw 
ii  ^  ?nd  Lltt'o  Da"  to  visitors  at  the  hotel  only.  A 
limited  number  of  Season  Tickets  at  a  Guinea  each 
only  to  be  obtained  of  the  Proprietor  of  the  Hotel' 
Rivers  restock,  d  with  Yearling  Trout  last  Sprirg 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff.  Season  commences  March  I 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Gentlemen  residing  at  the 

TREWYTHEN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

LLANIDLOES, 
Have  3g  miles  of  good  Severn  Trout 
Fishing,  also  Lake  Fishing  within  3  miles 
distance.  -L.  P.  MAESHALL,  Manager. 


PELICAN  HOTEL, 

Beach  Street,  Deal. 

APARTMENTS  FACING  THE  SEA. 

Proprietor— J.  REED. 
EVERY  COMFORT.     GOOD  ATTENDANCE. 

PRICES  EXTREMELY  MODERATE. 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nr.  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

SPORTS-Fishlng  for  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Rudd;   also  Sea  Fishing.    Billiards  and 
Tennis.    Fishing  all  the  year  round.  No 
close  season.    Boarders  (Table  d'hote),  from 
7s.  6d.  per  day.    Nearest  Railway  Stations: 
Kingsbridge  and  Dartmouth,  O.  W.R. 

  W.  VICKEBY,  Proprietor. 


RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

RIVER  OUSE. 
J^REE  FISHING  ALL  THE  YEAR. 

Special  Terms  to  Families  staying' 
Three  or  Four  Days  or  longer.  Healthy 
spot ;  good  scenery.     Terms  moderate. 
Three  minutes'  walk  from  railway  station 
^  I.  ROLPH,  Proprietor. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  in  the  850  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner  s 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

"  Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac.,  are  numerous."— 
Angler't  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 
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TnE  price  of  freshwater  fish  is  not  easily  arrived  at. 
It  depends  somewhat  on  the  pclitical  and  social  theorem 
relating  to  "  supply  and  demand."  The  overflow  of  rivets, 
and  sometimes  drought,  will  reduce  the  supply,  and  sn  run 
up  the  price.  Neither  mathematics,  algebra,  logarithms, 
nor  the  common  rule  of  three,  will  alter  this  positioner 
condition  of  affairs.  The  correspondent  of  a  high  class 
aug ling  society  is  responsible  for  turning  "  Dragnet's  "  poor 
brain,  and  muddling  him  generally  on  this  abstruse  sub 
ject.  Analyse,  fraclionise,  pulverise,  or  in  anywise  get 
what  philosophy  yon  possibly  can  out  of  the  fc  Rowing 
choice  communication.  "  We  are  a  band  of  brothers — 
piscatorial  and  friendly  brothers  —  who  adcre  Izaak 
Walton,  and  persuade  our  innocent  wives  that  the  sport  of 
fishing  increases  our  manliness,  cultivates  a  love  of  nature. 
i.e.,  song  birds,  which  warble  from  early  morn  to  dewy 
eve';  the  gurling  streams,  which  babble  sweet  music  as 
they  roll  over  the  pebbly  beds,  and  snatch  pie ees  out  of 
the  crumbly  lanks;  the  green  meadows,  spangled  with 
daisies  audi  buttercups,  and  similar  wild  flowers  ;  the 
golden  sunshine,  tempered  with  changing  clouds,  and, 
indeed,  that  an  angler's  life  is  a  pastoral  idyll.  Well, 
well,  if  there  were  not  such  compensation,  how  could  the 
following  record  be  commercially  justified  'i 

"  We  are  an  angling  society  consisting  of  thirty  members 
and,  among  other  prizes,  we  give  an  attractive  prize  for 
the  best  dace  caught  within  the  season  for  coarse  fishing. 
Let  none  charge  us  with  a  want  of  enthusiasm  ;  we  have 
gone  in  our  numbers,  properly  armed  and  dressed  up-to- 
date,  to  Bourne  End  and  other  places,  and  during  five 
months  never  caught  a  dace  up  to  our  minimum  standard 
of  length.  At  last  we  came,  we  saw,  we  conquered.  One 
of  the  lucky  members,  through  no_  merit  of  his  own 
caught  one  of  Sin.  from  snout  to  tail,  and  thus  scored. 
ITe  took  his  prize,  towards  which  every  member  had  con 
tribnted.  Item :  Thirty  members  at  about  3s  equals 
£4  IDs. ;  multiply  this  by  five,  as  the  number  of  visits, 
equals  £22  10s. ;  add,  for  moderate  refreshments,  2s.  each 
at  every  visit,  equals  £15,  which  added  to  the  other,  makes 
£37  10s.  as  the  commercial  cost  of  that  small  dsce.  Who 
shall  say  that  we  are  not  enthusiastic,  and  who  would 
deny  us  the  pastoral  and  idyllic  pleasure  s  ove  r  which  we 
rejoice  ? " 

 >»»♦ <  

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa 
tion  of  London  Angling  Clubs  will  be  held  on  Monday 
evening  next,  March  1,  at  the  Bedford  Head  Hotel, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C. 
at  half-past  eight  o'clock  precisely. 


Chair  will  be  taken 


Mr.  Harry  Dowsett,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Hastings  and 
St.  Leonards  A.S.,  tells  me  they  turned  into  their  water 
on  Feb.  24,  200  two-year-old  Levencnsis  from  the  Weston 
Fishery  (a  splendid  lot  of  fish) !  _  A  good  number  of  coarse 
fieh  have  also  been  turned  in  this  wee  k. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  C.  L.  Matthews, 
of  Walton  House,  Marlow-on-Thames,  for  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  received  by  him  from  Lord  Inverurie 
on  Feb.  23  :  "  Just  got  back  from  Clumber  ;  on  Saturday 
I  caught  twenty-four  jack,  hooking  twenty-six— not  bad  ! 
On  Monday  I  hooked  thirty-five,  landed  twenty-seven  ; 
total,  fifty-one  in  two  days.  Having  two  rods  out  the 
floats  disappeared  simultaneously ;  I  struck  both  (one  in 
each  hand)  and  played  them  at  same  time.  They  each 
weighed  4Jlb.  exact,  and  were  both  hooked  in  the  cheek. 
Was  not  this  curious  ?  1  tried  an  experiment  there  :  one 
rod  with  stout  tackle,  the  other  very  fine— a  reach  line  in 
fact.  On  the  fine  line  I  caught  forty  of  my  fish,  including 
a  brace  of  101b.  and  lOJlb.  Whilst  playing  a  41b.  fish 
another  of  about  121b.  seized  it,  but  left  upon  seeing  the 
boat." 


taken  away.  Of  course,  I  don't  like  to  be  always 
t  liking  of  my  tame  "  bird"  (cock  or  hen,  as  the  case  may 
be),  but  what  can  be  said  of  "  Tommy,"  who,  instead  of 
clearing  out  when  he  had  had  his  usual  evening  caress  and 
bit  c  f  fat  hi  con — had  retired  under  the  bed  for  the  night ! 
If  must  have  gone  fast  asleep,  fo;-  nothing  had  disturbed 
this  "  rooster's  "  repose  until  the  same  eld  time — five 
o'clock  in  the  mcmiog  cf  Thursday — when  it  set  up  such 
a  shrill  "  Ceck-a-docdle-do,"  that  Mrs.  Drag  and  I  nearly 
fell  out  of  bed  with  fright.  No  matter,  it  was  physic 
time,  and  I  might  have  missed  it  but  for  the  wonderful 
memory  and  big  braiu  \ortex  of  a  barndoor  fowl. 

Mr.  VV.  Edgecombe,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Gipping  A.S. 
(Ipswich),  records  the  capture,  on  Feb.  18,  by  Mr.  H. 
Bmks  (of  the  G.A.P.S.),  of  fifty  roach,  weighing  33£lb. 
They  were  taken  in  the  society's  waters  just  below 
Claydon,  and  the  time  occupied  was  six  and  a  half  hours. 
The  heaviest  previously  recorded  weight  was  20 Jib.,  an 
average  of  lloz.,  and  "  for  evenness  of  size  and  beauty, 
they  were  a  sight  to  see." 

The  proprietor  of  the  Crown  Hotel,  Hawes,  Wensley- 
dale,  and  hon.  sec.  of  the  Hawes  A.C.,  says  :  "  The  club 
have  received  from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery  500  yearling 
fario  trout,  the  gift  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  wLich 
have  given  great  satisfaction.  All  the  fish  were  very 
strong,  and  went  off  well.  They  were  put  into  three 
brooks  near  to  Hawes,  miming  into  the  Upper  Yore.  The 
Hawes  Club  purpose  putting  another  1000  yearling  tiout 
into  the  Upper  Yore  early  in  March  There  is  every 
prrsre:*  of  a  good  season  on  this  part  of  the  Yore." 

Samson  has,  since  Wednesday,  drawn  large  audiences 
to  the  Rojal  Aquarium,  where  he  performs  some  marvel- 
lous feats  of  strength.  An  origir  al  act,  which  proved  very 
popular,  was  that  of  tearing  coins  (sixpences  and  pennies) 
in  half  with  his  fingers,  and  in  the  final  act,  which  follows 
on  some  play  with  2001b.  and  3001b.  dumbelb  and  bars,  in 
which  he  succeeds  in  lifting  some  20001b.  as  represented 
by  a  revolving  platform  and  twelve  beautiful  girls  posed 
for  tableau— an  effective  and  wonderful  finish.  The 
Yachting  Exhibition  cks  s  on  Wednesday,  and  the 
Fisheries  opens  on  March  9. 

 >♦»■»<  

On  Feb.  19  the  East  Anglian  Piscatorial  Society  held 
their  seventeenth  annual  dinner.  After  the  toast  of  "  The 
Queen  and  Royal  Family"  had  been  duly  henoured,  the 
toast  of  "  The  Society  "  was  responded  to  by  the  secretary, 
Mr.  Hubbard,  who  stated  briefly  that  the  membership  of 
the  club  was  full,  and  that  there  was  very  little  chance  of 
anyone  obtaining  admission  unless  by  the  removalof  a 
present  member.  Mr.  Rudd,  in  reply  to  the  toast  of  "  The 
Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Scciety,"  stated  that  they 
did  and  would  do  all  they  could  to  preserve  the  fishing  and 
oppose  any  legislation  that  would  hamper  freedom,  such  as 
close  times  unsuitable  to  these  waters,  and  also  to  the  im- 
position of  a  rod  tax,  which  would  fall  upon  the  small  boy 
who  only  had  a  line,  a  stick,  and  a  bent  pin,  equally  with 
the  best  equipped  angler. 

 >»»■»<  

The  following  from  a  contemporary  is  a  bit  rough  on 
the  champion :  "  It  seems  the  Crewe  Angling  Society 
offer  a  prize  annually  for  the  greatest  quantity  of  ruffe. 
This  prize  has  been  won  by  Maybanks,  who  is  characterised 
as  the  champion  ruffe  catcher,  he  having  won  this  prize 
five  years  in  succession.  One  can  hardly  help  but  wonder 
why  a  prize  is  offered  for  this  class  of  fish.  Most  anglers 
look  upon  them  as  an  unmitigated  nuisance, 
society  offer  prizes  for  their  extermination.  ' 


i 


Bridge  on  Feb.  21  caught  a  barbel  weighing  2Jlb.  It 
was  taken  close  to  the  bank  while  light  legering  for  roach 
with  gentles.  TNow,  who  says  barbel  don't  feed  "  gently  " 
in  the  winter?] 

A  Birmingham  contemporary  says :  "  I  hear  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  establish  a  fly  fishers'  club  on 
similar  lines  to  that  in  London.  The  idea  is  to  baud 
together  the  fly  fishermen  of  this  city,  and  to  have 
a  weekly  cr  monthly  meeting  at  headquarters,  where, 
over  the  pipe  and  glass,  any  matter  oi  interest  may 
be  discussed,  or  occasional  papers  dealing  with  angling 
subjects  laid  before  the  members.  There  are  sufficient 
fly  fishermen  in  Birmingham  to  enable  this  to  be  done, 
and  I  see  no  reason  why  the  suggestion,  which  has 
emanated  from  a  well-known  city  angler,  should  not  bo 
carried  to  a  successful  issue.  Personally.  I  should  welcome 
such  a  club  most  heartily."  Now,  this  fly  fishers'  club 
is  to  be  established  in  B'rmingham  "after  the  lines ','  of 
that  held  at  the  Arundel  Hotel,  London,  and  they  will 
conduct  their  business  ai  the  London  Fly  Fishers  do, 
which  the  Brums  say  is  "over  the  pipe  and  glass." 
"  Dragnet  "  is  not  a  member  of  the  London  F.  F.  Club, 
but  has  repeatedly  been  with  them  as  a  visitor,  and  he 
can  unhesitatingly  stats  that  when  they  are  transacting 
the  business  of  their  club,  they  never  do  it  over  "pipes 
and  glasses." 

 >♦«♦<  

The  annual  dinnc  r  of  the  Reading  and  District  Angling 
Association  took  place  at  the  (neat  Western  Hotel  on 
Feb.  23.  Mr.  .1.  Simonds  presided.  All  that  can  be  said 
about  it  this  week  is  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful meetings  ever  held  during  its  twenty  years'  exis- 
tence.   A  fuller  account  will  appear  in  the  next  issue. 


The  full  particulars  of  the  Tenth  United  London 
Angling  Societies  competition,  which  was  noticed  last  week, 
are  to  hand.  The  nsnal  conditions  prevail.  A  more  detailed 
account  will  be  given  on  Saturday,  March  6.  The  hon. 
sec.  is  Mr.  S.  Malby,  of  9,  Canterbury-road,  Ball's  Pond- 
road,  Islingtcn,  of  whom  tickets  may  be  obtained,  and 
who  will  be  pleased  to  receive  and  acknowledge  prizes  to 
be  competed  for.  A  long  and  influential  list  of  committee- 
men have  subscribed  their  names,  and  will  be  glad  to 
supply  tickets.  The  following  is  a  lifct  of  committee : 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Black,  Clarke,  Floweis,  Ghuraey, 
Jones,  Levine,  Legge,  Murphy,  Malby,  Manning,  Matthews, 
Merry,  G.  Noiris,  II.  S.  Norris,  Roberts,  Shead,  Stretch, 
Vanhegan,  and  C.  Watling. 

A  correspondent,  hailing  from  Blackheath  (and  I 
suppose  I  mustn't  grumble  at  anything  black  )  sends  the 
following  "  remarkable  instance,"  culled  frorn  the 
Dumfries  Standard:  "A  gentleman  who  resides  m  the 
vicinity  of  Moffat  had  occasion  a  few  days  ago  to  pay  a 
visit  to  a  friend  at  a  neighbouring  farm.  As  the  call  was 
to  occupy  some  time,  the  trap  in  which  he  had  driven  w  as 
placed  in  the  coachhouse.  On  returning  home  in  the 
evening  his  groom  was  astonished  to  find  perched  on  the 
axle  beneath  the  vehicle  a  large  white  hen,  fast  asleep. 
The  hen  bad  evidently  gone  to  roost,  and  in  the  darkness 
had  not  been  observed  when  the  homeward  journey  was 
begun.  In  spite  of  the  motion  of  the  machine,  and  the 
undulating  and  rough  nature  of  the  road,  she  had  enjoyed 
undisturbed  repose  over  a  distance  of  two  miles." 

A  more  remarkable  performance  would  be  the  returning 
'of  the  white  elephant  (I  mean  hen)  to  its  rightful  owner, 
in  precisely  similar  manner  to  that  in  which  it  had  been 


Perhaps  the 


The  recent  disastrous  floods  in  the  Thames  and  Lea 
Valleys  should  again  call  the  serious  attention  of  the 
authorities  to  this  important  subject  with  a  view  to  their 
prevention.  Thsre  is  no  engineering  difficulty  which  can- 
not be  surmounted,  and  floods  in  rivers,  although  pre- 
senting features  of  an  unusual  character,  can  be  prevented. 
Many  years  ago  the  Corporation  of  Salter  d  laid  a  special 
dissecting  drain  of  large  calibre  from  the  rwell.  lhis 
had  a  very  salutory  effect,  and  if  not  entirely  preventing 
floods,  reduced  them  to  a  minimum.  In  the  Eastbourne 
Standard  of  Feb.  10  there  is  a  description  and  views  ot 
the  new  drain  now  being  lull  in  the  Terminus-ro  d  of 
that  town,  for  flood  prevention.  The  dram  is  described  as 
an  unqualified  su  cess,  and  is  stated  to  be  the  first  en- 
gineering work  of  its  kind  in  England,  if  not  the  world. 
Possibly  a  scheme  on  a  larger  s.ale  would  be  suitable  fur 
the  Thames.  The  manager  of  the  works,  Mr.  G.  1. 
Gibbons,  was  enteitained  at  a  farewell  banquet  the 
other  evening,  who  leaves  Eactbourne  to  fill  a  i.oniwn  on 
the  London  County  Council. 

 1  »!♦  I  

The  Malvern  Association  of  Anglers  held  its  annual 
dinner  on  Thursday  of  last  week,  with  the  president  Mr. 
B  Dawson,  in  the  chair.  In  proposing  the  toast  ot  the 
evening  the  Chairman  remarked  that  the  members  were 
no  wealthy  people,  and  they  must  perforce  bar  d  them- 
selves  together  to  get  satisfactory  waters  in  which  to  fish, 
and  arrange  competitions  to  get  the  members  together. 
Mr.  Dawson  further  ea:.d  that  "  What  the  Severn  Corn- 
missioned  had  done  was  not  much,  hut  what  they  had 
left  undone  amounted  to  a  great  deal."  The  association  s 
private  water  on  the  Teme  at  Leigh  has  proved  a  great 
toon  te  the  member..  Col.  Ottley  presented  the  prizes, 
which  were  appropriate  and  numerous.  \  otes  ot  thanks 
to  the  chair  and  the  Colonel  closed  a  very  successful 
re  union.  '        ■  1 

A  member  of  the"  Wimbledon  Pifcatorial  Society,  Mr 
C.  Floris,  while  fishing  not  a  mile  from  Hampton  Court 


JOST  a  reminder  that  the  Epsom  A.S.  will  be  en  frte  on 
Wednesday  evening,  when  Mr.  A.  Jardine  i<  down  for  a 
reading  on  "  Practical  Pike  and  Perch  Fishing." 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

Messrs.  W.  Thacker  and  Co.,  Publishers,  2.  Creed- 
lane,  E.C.,  state  that  a  copy  of  the  new  and  revised  edition 
of  Capt.  Hayes'  "  Points  of  the  Horse  "  has  been  graciously 
accepted  by  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  who  was  pleased 
to  allow  the  author  the  use  of  photogiaphs  of  his  horses, 
Persimmon  and  Florizel  II.,  for  reproduction  in  the  work. 

 >»»♦<  

On  March  9  (Tuesday)  two  South  London  clubs  have 
arranged  for  a  visit.  This  is  a  pity,  because  I  know  for  a 
certainty  that  the  Peckham  Brothers,  with  Secretary 
Hetherington  at  their  head,  as  well  as  many  other  South 
London  clubs,  would  put  in  an  appearance  at  the  Black- 
friars,  but,  of  course,  they  cannot  do  the  two.  All  the 
same,  I  wish  both  societies  a  pleasant  eve  ning  ' 

 >»»■»<  

We  have  all  heard  of  the  honour  recently  conferred 
upon  the  general  manager  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway. 
Here  is  an  instance  where  worth  and  ability  have  been 
recognised:  Mr.  Geo.  Abbott,  district  superintendent  of 
the  S.K.R.,  haseompleted  fifty  years  of  railway  service, 
the  whole  of  this  period  having  been  passed  with  the 
South-Eastern  Company,  and  the  members  of  the  Charing 
Cross  staff  took  advantage  of  the  occasion  to  make  a 
presentation  of  a  handsome  silver  table  ornament  to  their 
chief,  for  which  purpose  a  deputation  coi  sV.ing  of  Chief- 
inspector  Briden,  Messrs.  Swift,  Folkes,  Dyne,  aid 
Daniels  (the  latter  familiarly  known  as  the  father  of  the 
station),  and  representatives  of  the  outdoor  department, 
waited  on  Mr.  Abbott  Daniels,  who  thus  figured  in  the 
presentation,  is  another  grand  old  man  of  tin  r,  ilway, 
having  been  in  the  service  nearly  fifty  years.  He  was 
known  as  handsome  George  as  far  back  as  1802,  when 
main  line  gaard.  Afterwards  inspector  at  Charing  Cross, 
but  meeting  with  an  accident  sonic  i  ighteen  years  back  he 
was  given  the  position  of  time  keeper,  lie  is  full  of 
reminiscences,  and' loves  to  recall  how  he  acted  as  royal 
guard  to  the  Queen,  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
and  the  late  King  of  the  Belgians,  before  the  Charing 
Cross  terminus  w  as  opened  in  ltW53. 

The  most  curious  city  in  the  world  is  on  the  ice  o 
8aginess  Bay,  Lake  Huron.  It  consists  of  wooden  huts  o« 
wheels,  to  the  number  of  about  130.  The  population  of 
thu  city  without  a  name  is  about  50(1.  Each  hut  is 
furnished  with  cooking  utensils,  hammocks,  and  a  stove, 
and  is  occupied  by  thrje  men,  whose  business  on  the  ice  is 
to  follow  a  peculiar  method  of  fishing. 

In  answer  to  a  few  kind  inquiries,  I  am  glad  to  ray— 
"  Progressing,  but  not  yet  allowed  out."  The  only  en- 
gagement for  March  will  bo  at  the  Piscatorial  Society  on 
the  29th,  when  I  hope  to  submit  a  few  "  Odd!  and  ends 
of  a  coarse  fisherman's  paraphernalia  for  the  inspection  of 
thcewho  may  careito  see  them."  In  answer  to  A.,  i  es. 
To  B  "No."  To  C,  "Perhaps"  To  L)  ,  'A  com- 
promise  -  she  sent  back  half  a  bottle  of  brandy  filled  up 
with  water— so  that  it  should  not  be  missed.  '  To 
E  "Was  anything  else  broken-'  i  os  ;  a  who  e, 
bundle  of  top  joint*,  fly  and  other  —  quite  twenty, 
because  she  .oalcln  t  find  the  wood  to  light  the  fire  in.  t 
mine  for  that  never  goes  out)."  To  K.  :  Y  es.  -,  I  did  talc 
some  soup  from  Mrs.  |)ix,  of  the  Epsom  ;  it  was  mac  o 
expressly  for  mo,  and  the 'Thatched  One  brought  it  to 
my  bedside  in  a  milk  can.  She  sent  it,  good  soul! 
to  commemorate  the  longest  reign."  To<i.,  and  lastly: 
"  What  you  aro  agitating  your  mind  about  is  a  sheer 
waste  of  energy  and  time.  Pray  for  lain  !  Who  U  .u 
might  get  it!  (ileamsof  blight  sunshine;  a  ramble 
familiar  (?)  wild  flowers,  beside  the  babbling 
brooks  is,  so  Dr.  Johnson  says,  the  btH  medicine  that  ho 
can  now  preB«ribe  for  Dragnet. 


yo 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[February  27,  1897 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

'J'llK  usual  monthly  mouting  wa»  hold  at  the  London 
Office  No  12  Regent-street,  Pall  M  ill,  on  Tuesday  evening 
lait  with  tlie  president,  Mr.  Alfred  NTathall,  J.P.,io  the 
chair,  and  an  u'tenJunej  of  thirteen  others  Oi  the 
committee.  Ailer  reading  the  minutes  and  the  monthly 
flniwoial  Blutemunt,  Mr.  A.  It.  Matthews  was  elected  a 
number  or  the  society.  There  wera  two  »apanoie»  on  the 
committee  which  wore  filled  up  by  the  election  ot  Mr.  w. 
I{  Liwos  who  h,is  recently  becomo  a  member  of  the 
society,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Gromm,  of  Bri  ntford,  who  devotes 
a  large  amount  of  time  to  angling.  The  netting  ol  .Ha rues 
Reservoir  was  roportod,  and,  according  to  tho  estimate  ot 
the  notsmon  from  lha  quantity  of  lish  their  peter  boat) 
will  hold,  it  is  computed  there  was  no  less  than  Hicwt.  or 
17cwt.  plHcelin  tho  river  at  Walton  Hiidge.  A  vote  of 
hearty  thanks  wai  accorded  to  the  directors  and  engineers. 
A  m..st  satisfactory  w»p  »rt  of  the  River  Keeper.! '  Dinner 
was  made,  and  great  tatitfftOti>n  expressed  at  the  character 
of  the  dinner.  The  veteran  secretary,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Hroughani,  on  ids  declining  age,  after  thirty-five  y^ars  of 
active  terviee  in  connection  with  the  T.A.P.S.,  tendered 
in  his  resignation  which  was  received  and  accep'ed  with 
much  regret  by  all  present.  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins  prop  >sed 
the  following  resolution  aa  regards  the  future  "That  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society  it  is  advisable  forthwith  to  reconsider  the  mode  of 
administering  its  funds,  and  to  make  such  alterations 
therein,  if  fouud  necessary,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  likely 
to  sacure  tha  approved  application  of  the  public  monies 
entrusted  for  disbursement  by  the  society,"  which  was 
unanimously  adopted.  It  was  s'ated  the  position  of 
secretary  will  be  that  of  a  honorary  one  and  Mr.  Brougham 
offered  to  give  every  assistance  to  his  successor.  A  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman  terminated  the  business  of  the 
evening.   


EAST  ANGLIAN  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

Thk  annual  dinner  of  the  East  Anglian  Piscatoiial 
Society  was  held  on  Friday  week  at  the  clubhouse,  Royal 
Exchange,  Norwich.  The  chair  was  taken  by  the 
president,  Mr.  W.  J.  Fairow,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr. 
Krnest  Bullard.  A  good  repast  was  provided.  After  the 
usm.1  loyal  toasts  the  president  gave  the  "East  Anglian 
Piscatorial  Society"  and  health  of  the  secretary.^  Mr. 
Eubbard  in  responding  said  that  the  club  membership  was 
up  to  its  limit,  and  that  the  past  year  had  been  in  every 
respact  a  most  successful  one.  After  replying  to  the 
toast  of  "the  President"  Mr.  Farrow  gave  "the  Y are 
and  Bure  Preservation  Society"  which  he  said  was  doirg 
good  work  in  the  preservation  of  the  rivers  from  the 
raids  of  poachers.  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd  in  reply  Slid  that  not 
only  did  the  society  preserve  the  rivers  from  illegal  fishing, 
but  during  the  past  year  it  had  done  good  work  in 
preserving  the  rights  of  local  anglers.  A  Bill  had  been 
brought  before  Parliament  by  oertain  anglers  in  the  North 
for  the  object  of  imposing  a  rod  tax  and  of  providing  a 
close  time.  This,  if  passed  into  law,  would  hive  been 
almost  unworkable  in  Norfolk,  and  was  not  required  for 
local  waters.  Anglers  gave  voluntarily  to  the  Society  and 
a  rod  tax  was  quite  unnecessary,  while  the  broads  gave 
protection  to  the  spawning  fish.  The  society  sent  a 
deputation  tl  London  to  confer  with  the  membeis  of 
Parliament  far  the  district  and  succeeded  in  inducing  them 
to  block  the  Bill.  If  anglers  in  the  north  required 
legislation  for  their  own  d  striots,  as  no  doubt  they  did,  let 
them  have  a  private  bill  and  pay  for  it  as  we  had  done. 

The  president  next  proposed  the  health  of  the  visitors 
which  was  suitably  responded  to  by  Mr.  S.  F.  Howitt  in 
a  felicitous  speech.  The  evening  was  a  most  enjoyable  one 
some  excellent  songs  and  instrumental  solos  being  given 
by  Messrs.  Stamford,  R.  Mallett,  Bandmaster  Cummings, 
and  S.  Bennett. 


SALFORD  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  President  of  the  Nottingham  Wel- 
lington Angling  Society,  has  kindly  forwarded  the  follow- 
ing, which  he  has  received  from  a  Manchester  friend : 

The  Society  was -instituted  in  1817,  on  April  2,  and 
the  meetings  held  monthly.  At  the  first  meeting  in  each 
year  a  president  was  elected,  upon  whom  it  devolved  to 
appoint  a  vice-president,  who  should  act  as  president  at 
the  next  meeting.  For  non-attendance  the  fine  of  Is. 
was  imposed.  The  entrance  fee  appears  to  have  been 
2s.  6d.,  and  the  annual  subscription  Cs.,  payable  in  monthly 
instalments  of  Od. 

"  My  grandfather,  Samuel  Winder,  was  admitted  to  the 
society  on  June  6,  1821,  served  as  president  in  January, 
1822,  also  in  April,  1823,  and  as  secretary  in  the  years 
1839  and  1840.  In  1833  the  headquarters  were  removed 
from  the  Queen  Anne  to  the  Wheat  Sheaf,  both  in 
Chapel-street,  though  in  1840  a  return  to  the  Queen  Anne 
is  on  record. 

"The  following  stream!  an!  place3  among  others  were 
frequented  by  the  members  in  quest  of  sport  :  Mersey, 
Irwell,  Weaver,  Bollin,  Gowan,  Thame,  the  Rochdale, 
Stockport,  and  Bolton  canals,  Douglas  Dam,  Castle  Mill, 
Fymm,  Warburton,  Agecroft,  Wallness,  Kersley,  Bollin's 
Green,  and  Runcorn  Moat.  To  this  list  I  append  the 
kind  of  fish  with  the  heaviest  recorded  weight  :  Trout 
lib.  loz.  ;  roach.  14oz. ;  dice,  lOoz.  ;  chub,  21b.  ;  bream, 
41b.  loz. ;  eel,  lib.  80s. ;  gudgeon,  below  2oz.  ;  and 
shouler  (?),  12oz.  Prizes  were  offered  for  competition, 
no  fish  under  8oz.  being  allowed,  with  the  exception  of 
gudgeon,  the  limit  for  which  was  loz. 

"  The  treasurer's  account  furnishes  many  items,  such 
as  ale,  liquor,  dinners,  and  suppers,  evidence  that  ample 
refreshment  was  considered  necessary  to  the  gentle  art  of 
angling,  especially  when  in  1820  a  bye-rule  was  passed, 
'  that  any  member  joining  the  Society  at  any  period  of  the 


evening  in  any  degree  inebriated,  shall  pay  a  fine  of  -s.  fid.  ; 
any  dispute  arising  as  to  tho  member's  perfect  sobriety 
shall  be  settled  by  the  smse  of  the  majority,  by  whose 
decision  he  shall  abide  or  be  expelled.' 

"  In  tho  same  year  a  certain  William  Steele  was  expelled 
from  the  Society  for  fishing  in  the  Bollin  after  receivnga 
notice  from  t  he  gamekeeper  of  Dunham  and  Ringway.  In 
1821  the  Society  thanked  (loorge  Grantham,  Esq.,  of 
Rixton  Hall,  'for  his  liberal  conduct  to  the  members 
when  in  pursuit  of  their  diversion.' 

"  The  angler's  veracity  seems  to  have  bemi  occasionally 
opon  to  doubt,  as  it  is  ax  the  present  day,  for  I  find  that 
two  gentlemen,  who  had  been  fortur.ate  enough  to  secure 
fish  above  the  usual  weight,  woie  called  upon  to  prove  the 
catch,  which  they  did  to  the  satisfaction  of  a  deputation 
Bent  by  the  society.  Jealousy  among  the  members  also 
existed,  as  the  following  extract  shows  :  At  a  meeting  held 
on  Jan.  3,  1827,  '  Mr.  Samuel  Luke  was  fined  2s.  6a.  for 
scandalously  stating  a  report,  that  Mr.  Ackerley  had 
weighed-in  two  day's  catch  of  fish  in  one  weigh,  which 
was  utterly  false,  and  what  he  could  not  substantiate.' 

"  With  reference  to  the  design  of  members'  tickets,  it 
would  seem  to  have  changed  more  than  once.  I  have  a 
written  one  dated  1834,  and  Wo  o  hers,  dated  1839  and 
1840  (the  plate  for  which  was  engraved  by  Thomas  Mayor), 
have  a  representation  of  two  anglers,  the  one  standing  and 
the  other  seated,  both  wearing  stove-pipe  hats.  These 
tickets  are  probably  similar  to  that  possessed  by  Mr.  Plat- 
ford,  and,  as  Ribble  states,  differ  from  the  original  tickets. 
I  have  a  block,  evidently  used  prior  to  1834  in  printing  the 
tickets,  on  which  is  a  drawing  of  one  angler,  wearing  a 
hat  much  flatter  and  broader  than  the  style  depicted  in 
1840.  G.  K.  Winder. 


fiotes  from  tf)e  iHorti). 


The  spring  season  on  the  Dee  is  an  assured  success.  On 
some  of  the  mid-sections  the  record  is  already  mounting 
up.  On  the  Kincausie  water  thirty  fine  fish  have  been 
landed  during  the  first  week  of  the  season.  This  is  an 
unprecedented  stroke  of  luck  for  a  nether  section.  On  the 
Cuiter  water,  another  nether  section,  Messrs.  Milne,  Lock- 
hart,  and  two  other  rods,  creeled  twenty  fish  (the  heaviest 
181b.),  while  on  all  the  reaches  on  to  Aboyne  the  score  is 
already  into  double  figures. 


On  the  Grand  Hotel  water  at  Crathes,  Gen.  Hills 
has  had  on  some  day's  five  and  six  fish.  This  is  an  excel- 
lent bit  of  water,  and  there  is  room  for  one  or  two  rods 
yet.  It  is  now  divided  into  beats  and  fished  in  rotation. 
To  anyone  anxious  for  a  week  or  fortnight's  salmon  angling 
I  could  not  recommend  a  safer  cast  in  the  meantime. 

Mr.  Barclay  Harvey,  of  Dinnet,  has  let  the  Cambus 
O'May  water  to  Mr.  Walpole  Eyre  for  the  early  spring 
months,  and  for  May  and  June  to  Mr.  Percy  Laming, 
who  has  a  hand  in  the  Glentana  till  May  1. 


Fish  are  now  being  got  freely  all  the  way  up  to  Ballater, 
and  with  the  certainty  of  average  waters  there  is  little 
fear  of  sport  not  being  had  on  any  patt  of  the  first  sixty 
miles  of  the  Dee.  There  was  a  grand  run  of  salmon 
during  Thursday  and  Friday  heading  for  the  Dee.  The 
river  was  in  flood,  and  consequently  the  nets  could  not  get 
their  usual  quota.  However,  they  managed  to  market 
some  500  fish  during  these  two  days. 

A  very  sad  drowning  accident  occurred  on  the  Don  on 
Saturday,  near  one  of  the  many  mills,  when  a  workman, 
tw  enty-six  years  of  age,  fell  off  a  plank  which  crossed  the  mill 
lade  and  was  carried  into  the  main  stream  and  drowned. 
The  river  was  in  spate,  and  the  body  was  not  recovered 
till  Monday.  __ 

There  has  been  little  or  no  attempt  at  any  spring 
angling  on  the  Don  as  yet,  however,  with  the  present 
continuance  of  floods,  something  may  be  attempted  as 
soon  as  the  water  settles,  although  the  spring  season  on 
this  once  famous  liver,  is  nothing  now  but  a  name.  Mr. 
Malleoli's  fisheries,  at  Grandholm,  have  not  yielded  their 
average  hauls  yet.   


The  Duff  House  Salmon  Hatchery  has  been  again 
stocked  with  ova,  taken  from  the  Deveron  salmon.  Every 
year  at  the  opening,  large  numbers  of  gravid  fish  are  got 
in  the  nets  at  the  point  of  spawning.  These  are  stripped 
and  the  produce  deposited  in  the  hatchery  to  be  turned 
later  on  into  the  river. 

There  is  a  movement  on  foot  to  have  a  model  of  the  Dei 
prepared  for  the  Fisheries  Exhibition,  similar  to  what  Mr. 
Marston  has  suggested  to  be  done  to  the  Thames.  The 
reaches  from  Glen  Tana  to  Ballater,  or  from  Ballater  to 
Braemar,  and  including  Balmoral  Castle,  would  lend  itself 
most  beautifully  to  such  a  picture  in  relief. 


There  is  every  prospect  that  Aberdeen  will  be  well 
represented  at  the  coming  Fisheries  Exhibition  in  London. 
About  twenty  persons  have  already  intimated  their  in- 
tention of  sending  exhibits,  which  will  include  models  of 
yachts,  trawlers,  steam  liners,  fishcuring  yards,  and 
samplei  of  trawl  and  salmon  nets.  An  attempt  will  be 
made  to  have  the  various  exhibits  gathered  together  in 
Aberdeen  before  they  are  sent  up  to  London,  so  that  a 
comprehensive  view  of  them  may  be  possible. 


The  Ythan,  Ugie,  and  some  other  minor  streams  opened 
for  the  season  on  Wednesday,  when  some  splendid  baskets 
of  finnock  were  made  in  the  tidal  waters.  Mr.  Ritchie  had 
his  usual  salmon  dinner,  and  the  event  seemed  to  go  "  off  " 
with  more  Mat  than  ever.  The  season  promises  a  good 
one«  SrECiAi.  Scotch. 


{provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

A  committee  meeting  of  the  Hirmingham  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Feb.  18.  Mr.  C.  White  presided  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Coles, 
and  the  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  chief  matter 
for  discussion  was  the  advisability  of  holding  the  annual 
concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  society.  The  chairman 
informed  the  meeting  that  Mr.  J.  II.  Cruise,  the  manager 
of  the  Ladywood  Palace,  had  promised  him  the  use  of  the 
hall,  together  with  the  company  band,  &c.,for  a  very  little 
consideration.  The  offer  of  Mr.  Cruise  was  cordially 
accepted.  The  date  of  the  concert  was  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  chairman  and  secretary,  together  with  the  future 
arrangements.  The  secretary  reported  that  only  a  few  of/ 
the  subscription  lists  for  the  societies'  challenge  cup  had 
been  returned,  when,  after  a  short  discussion,  it  was 
resolved  to  allow  the  lists  to  remain  at  the  clubs,  and 
to  bo  made  returnable  the  last  week  in  April.  The 
secretary  gave  in  a  report  of  the  financial  business 
appertaining  to  the  Sunday  evening  recitals,  the  report 
being  in  every  way  satisfactory,  and  it  was  resolved 
to  hold  the  next  recital  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  John 
Bright-street.  The  following  clubs  were  selected  to  he 
visited  prior  to  the  next  monthly  meeting.  Balsall  Heath 
Britannia  on  Monday  next,  the  St.  Paul's  on  Tuesday, 
and  the  Old  Green  Man  on  Wednesday.  The  Bellbarn 
Society  have  lost  their  silver  challenge  cup,  a  member 
being  fortunate  enough  to  win  it  two  years  in  succession. 
The  club  have  commenced  to  raise  a  fund  for  the  purchase 
of  another  trophy.  The  Hearts  of  Oak  are  makftig  rapid 
progress,  and  will  soon  he  over  100  members  strong. 
This  club's  water  at  Acton  in  the  Penk  is  acknowledged 
to  be  the  best  for  coarse  fish  in  the  Midlands.  The 
tasins  that  are  rented  by  the  Rose  and  Crown  Society 
at  Stourport  are  just  now  providing  good  fishing  for  the 
members.  On  Saturday  and  Sunday  iast  about  fifty  of  the 
members  were  here,  and  had  good  catches  of  roach  and 
peich.  This  society  will  be  in  a  few  weeks  located  at 
tbeir  new  quarters,  no  opposition  having  been  raised  by  . 
any  of  the  neighbouring  clubs  to  the  removal.  The  Trent 
was  in  rather  a  high  state  on  Monday  owing  to  the  rain, 
but  Mr.  C.  Cottrell  of  the  Tenby  Society,  had  a  good 
mixed  tag  from  Armitageof  perch  and  chub.  An  impor- 
tant meeting  |of  the  Birmingham  committee  will  be  held  on 
Thursday  evening  next  at  the  headquarters,  chair  taken 
at  8.30  prompt. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

Several  weeks  have  elapsed  since  angling  was  prosecut.d 
under  such  favourable  conditions  as  during  the  last  few  1 
days.  The  waters  are  now  in  capital  trim,  and  fishermen 
are  taking  every  advantage  of  the  few  weeks  that  remain 
before  the  close  season  begins.  Pike  hive  shown  sport, 
but  the  fish  which  have  been  captured  this  week  have  not 
run  to  a  large  size.  On  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Withaui 
several  visitors  have  been  at  work  with  fairly  successful 
results,  and  some  of  the  side  drains  have  yielded  some  fine 
roach,  one  or  two  bat.s  having  exceedel  201b.  A  few 
hours'  rain  towards  the  end  of  the  last  week  brought  a 
good  deal  of  water  down  from  the  high  lands,  with  the 
result  that  the  Foity-foot  again  became  flooded.  The 
stoppage,  however,  to  anglers  was  only  temporary.  Several 
lots  of  pike  have  been  captured,  one  of  the  best  bags  for 
enumera  ion  containing  two  brace,  weighing  181b.  The 
best  roach  fishing  is  now  being  obtained  in  the  minor 
drains  ahout  Boston. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  splendid  weather  in  the  past  week  or  so. 
On  the  river  Hull  some  splendid  sport  has  been  had  by 
roach  fishers,  seveial  catches  going  from  71b.  to  171b.,  the 
best  take  by  Mr.  W.  Downswoith,  Yictoria  A.S., 
18lb.  12oz.  of  roach,  from  Arram,  b?st  fish,  lib.  There  is 
every  prospect  of  good  sport  during  the  next  fortnight, 
the  water  being  in  excellent  condition.  Near  the  lock  ' 
last  week,  Mr.  J.  T.  Sanderson  caught  a  pike,  of  131b.  8oz. 
The  bottom  fishers  continue  to  have  a  little  sport  among 
flounders  and  eels  in  the  loner  portion  of  the  river  at 
Cicey,  down  to  Burton  Hall.  A  fine  seal  has  been  noticed 
disporting  itself  around  the  pier  at  New  Holland,  in  the 
Humber.  Another  new  soeiaty  has  been  formed  in  Hull, 
by  the  butchers ;  the  headquarters  being  the  Coach  and 
Horses,  Myton  Gate,  called  the  Hull  Butchers'  A.S  ,  Mr. 
J.  Smith  has  been  elected  president;  Mr.  W.  J.  Webster, 
treasurer;  and  Mr.  F.  W.  Spaven,  secretary.  The  re- 
stocking is  still  being  carried  on  in  this  district ;  the 
Hand-in-Hand  A.S.  have  had  another  consignment  of 
"  loch  levens,"  from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  for  their 
pond  at  Barrow-on-Humber.  The  Hull  Preservation 
Society  have  also  placed  another  lot  of  roach  in 
their  pond  at  Newland,  and  on  Saturday  lost,  they 
turned  500  trout  from  the  Wyresdale  Fishery,  into  the 
River  Hull,  at  Wiefhelme,  presented;  by  the  Yorkshire 
Fishery  Board.  The  West  Hull  A.S.  held  their  annual 
general  meeting  at  the  Rifle  Tavern,  Hessle-road.  Mr. 
J.  H.  Needier  was  elected  president;  Messrs.  F.  Burt  and 
T.  Chester,  vice-presidents;  Mr.  (i.  H.  West,  treasurer ; 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Barber,  secretary.  The  twenty-fifth 
annual  dinner  of  the  Universal  A.  A.  took  place  on  Feb.  17 
at  the  Marrow  Bone  and  Cleaver,  Fottor-lane,  Hull, 
which  was  another  groat  success,  the  president  (lift 
William  Phillipson)  occupied  tho  chair,.and  the  vice  .  h.m- 
by  Mr.  Thomrs  Wray.  The  annual  prizes  were  presented. 
Mr.  T.  Bardsley  won  the  gold  medal  for  most  points  in 
matches  during  the  season,  and  Mr.  T.  Barber  a  gold 
medal  for  the  best  aggregate  catch.  At  the  annual  meet-  - 
ing  of  the  Derringham  A.S.,  Polar  Bear,  Hull,  Mr.  W. 
Wardell  was  elected  president;  Mr.  W.  Abbot,  vice- 
president;  Mr.  W.  Westwood,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  A. 
Dixon,  secretary.   This  society  will  fish  [hoh  first  niatoh 
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at  Hull  Bridge  on  April  16.  On  Monday  evening  next,  at 
8  p.m.,  the  Bast  Hull  A.S.  and  Clarence  A.S.  will  each 
hold  a  smoking  concert  at  headquarters. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
Throughout  this  county  there  is  any  amount  of  anticipa- 
t'on  with  respect  to  the  coming  season,  which,  if  anything, 
promises ;  o  be,  perhaps,  a  trifle  too  full  of  Interesting 
events.  There  are  already  some  important  fixtures  dated, 
and  in' a  day  or  two  some  of  the  popular  and  public  pro- 
grammes will  be  complete.  A  party  of  our  men  have  been 
5tei  the  pike,  but  with  poor  results— 10lb.  for  four  men 
is  not  very  exciting.  The  Radcliffe  Anglers  are  getting 
into  form,  and  expect  ere  long  to-  be  settled  down  in 
comfortable  quarters,  with  one  of  themselves  as  host. 
The  St.  Helens'  Anglers  are  on  very  good  terms  with 
themselves,  having  issued  from  the  past  year  with  great 
credit,  and  anticipate  the 'coming  year  with  confidence. 
There  is  certain  to  be  record  entries  for  one  or  two  of  our 
public  events,  and  officials,  who  have  the  said  events  to 
deal  with,  will  be  fully  employed.  From  one  hatchery 
comes  the  news  that  many  thousands  of  fry  are  out,  and 
that  every  day  adds  to  thenumber,  the  seasons'  hatching  is 
promising  well.  Coarse  fish  are  showing  signs  of  early 
spawning  in  several  waters. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
Although  the.  weather  broke  up  again  during  the  con- 
cluding portion  of  last  week  and  proved  somewhat  dis- 
appointing to  the  hopes  of  the  fishing  community.  They 
were  again  rewarded  with  a  much  more  favourable  time 
of  it  during  the  last  few  days.  The  cold  drying  winds 
have  done  a  lot  of  good  to  the  waters,  which  have  been 
running  very  high  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of  the  river, 
which  has  been  running  in  almost  continuous  flood 
lately,  have  now  got  into  fairly  good  order.  Anglers 
have  consequently  had  to  confine  their  attention  to 
the  waters  between  Leicester  and  Aylestone.  Sport 
generally  has  been  moderate,  anglers  getting  some 
fair  sized,  baskets  of  roach  in  return  for  their 
endeavours.  A  few  of  the  items  gleaned  whilst  strolling 
along  the  banks  of  the  Leicester  Angling  Society's  pre- 
serves were  :  Mr.  Eld,  121b.  of  roach;  Mr.  Prime,  m  two 
lots  71b.  and  61b.  ;  Mr.  Hallam,  91b. ;  Mr.  Hunt,  81b. ; 
Mr '  Hipwell,  71b.  ;  and  Messrs.  W.  Smith,  Parsons, 
and  Warwick  each  captured  lots  weighing  61b.  The 
Avlostone  watara  being  so  heavy  in  flood,  that  a  portion 
of  the  angling  public  who  usually  fish  in  this  noted 
stream  have  been  compelled  to  extend  their  patronage  up 
Blaby  way,  but  their  efforts  only  resulted  in  small  captures 
of  roach.  Anglers  on  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Soar,  Nar- 
borough,  Croft,  and  upwards  to  Huncote  were  but  poorly 
rewarded.  At  Kibworth,  Wigston,  Foxton,  and  the  river 
Welland  sportsmen  were  out  in  full  force .  At  Kibworth  Mr. 
R.  Beck  took  pike  up  to  61b.,  and  this  species  of  fish  were 
captured  up  to  51b.  at  the  Foston  waters  ;  whilst  Mr. 
Keats,  of  Leicester,  fishing  the  Burleigh  Park  private 
waters,  had  a  good  catch  of  the  fresh  water  shark,  the  best 
of  the  lot  being  one  weighing  81b.  As  usual,  quite  a  large 
number  of  anglers  turned  out  Wreakewards,  and  the  river 
at  Rearsby,  Frisby,  and  Brooksby,  was  answerable  tor 
molera'esized  takes,  the  most  noteworthy  being  a  brawn 
which  weighed  31b.  5oz.,  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Hyde  at  Frisby. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Leicester  Angling  club  will  be 
held  next  Monday,  a  feast  which,  no  doubt,  anglers  will 
find  preferable  to  standing  by  the  riverside  in  cold 

Weath6r-        FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  Manchester  Anglers'  Association 
was  of  more  than  ordinary  interest,  Mr.  A.  M.  Cnnan 
reading  a  paper  on  "Some  Pleasant  Days  in  Upper 
Swaledale,"  a  portion  of  which  has  bsen  printed  m  the 
'  City  News."  The  annual  report  of  this,  our  premier 
fishing  organisation,  is  just  issued,  and  is  as  usual  very 
interesting.  The  objects  of  the  association  have  been 
kept  well  to  the  f  re  nt  with  the  exception  of  that  of  papers  and 
lectures,  which  shows  some  little  falling  off.  The  report  of 
the  fishing  committee  is  very  satisfactory,  and  clearly  proves 
the  wisdom  of  liberal  stocking.  The  golf  club  for  a  time 
is  to  remain  dormant  owing  to  the  unsmtability  ot  the 
ground  The  membership  generally  has  been  maintained, 
there  have  been  several  resignations,  but  the  new  members 
are  enough  to  fill  all  vacancies,  so  that  the  roll  call  is 
complete.  Our  city  clubs  are  exceedingly  quiet,  or  else 
refraining  from  reporting  their  doings.  As  usual  a  tew 
secretaries  have  kindly  sent  in  a  notice  of  meeting— 
"aoecial,"  of  course  — very  nice,  indeed ;  but  let 
us  have  good  news  beyond  assisting  secretar.es  in 
their  duties  and  to  advertise  their  clubs.  The  Blue 
Bells  were  on  the  smoke  the  other  night,  an,  a 
ri^ht  jolly  time  they  are  reported  to  have  had.  "clubs 
eo  on  multiplying  and  their  members  continually  flitting 
about  as  they  are  doing  now,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  a 
registry  office  to  keep  up  with  the  information  lhe 
County  Palatine  Angling  Association  will,  no  doubt,  keep 
I  .  t  ii  ir  attention  fixed  on  this  wandering  spirit  Some  halt- 
dozen  of  our  locals  paid  a  visit  to  the  Wyresdale  Fishery 
on  the  20th,  and  certainly  ore  or  two,  if  not  more  arc- 
now  converts  to,  or  defenders  of,  the  introduction  of  the 
rainbow  trout  into  our  waters. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Almost  all  the  broads  are  in  good  condition  for  pike 
fishing,  and  a  few  anglers  ha*  had  good  sport  lhe ,  «t 
lot  consisted  of  twenty  fish,  ranging  from  4  b to  l  b 
taken  in  private  water  by  two  rods  on  Monday.  Othe. 
catches  of  from  three  to  nine  fish  have  been  token,  the 
largest  fish  weighing  about  1611,7  The  rivers  are  in  nice 
condition  for  roach  fishing,  being  of  fair  colour  and  ordinary 

winter  height.   '  '  ...  ..m  ■  n  n 

FROM   NOTTINGHAM.  .  ; 
'  We  have  again  a  splendid  water  running  on  the  Trent 
for  the  pursuit  of  roach  and  bream  fishing    lhe  n 
came  on  a  couple  of  feet  during  Saturday  night,  but  since 


Sunday  the  c  olour  has  gradually  improved,  until  at  the 
period  of  writing  it  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Fish  arc 
feeding  freely  on  every  visited  stretch,  and  of  roach  and 
bream  it  may  now  safely  be  said  that  they  are  in  the 
very  pink  of  condition.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  devotes 
attention  to  the  Shardlow  section,  and  thereon,  on  the 
18th,  he  eclipsed  all  previous  exploits  by  landing,  whilst 
operating  upon  one  of  his  favourite  deep  roaching 
runs,  a  chub  of  71b.  loz.  The  fish  came  at  a 
large-sized  brandling  worm,  and  showed  rare  fight.  Just 
before  hooking,  a  friend,  Mr.  Herbert  Baker,  had  joined 
Mr.  Wallis,  and  he  rendered  valuable  assistance  by  placing, 
at  the  right  moment,  the  landing-net  under  the  sides  of 
the  monster.  In  the  evening,  or  eight  hours  after  capture, 
the  fish  was  weighed-in  at  the  Wellington  Society's  rooms 
in  the  presence  of,  amongst  others,  Mr.  David  Slater  and 
Mr.  W.  M.  Ball  ("  Trentsider  "),  of  Newark.  The  official 
weight,  as  returned,  is  61b.  14oz.,  so  that  the  fish  had  lost 
3oz.  since  morning.  It  measured  26in.  in  length  and  16iu. 
in  girth.  One  heavier  chub  (7jlb.)  has  been  taken  on  the 
Trent,  namely,  atThrumpton  Weirs,  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Carter, 
solicitor,  Nottingham.  The  fish  fell  to  the  locust  in  the 
days  when  the  close  season  was  unknown.  The  locust 
cannot  be  regarded  as  an  every  day  sort  of  bait,  and  as  the 
fish  was  not  weighed-in  at  any  of  our  local  clubs,  I  am 
inclined  to  dub  Mr.  Wallis  the  "  record  breaker."  And 
what  mora  appropriate  that  he  should  have  created  a  record 
in  the  jubilee  ascension  year  of  our  beloved  Queen  !  The  fish 
has  been  intrusted  to  Mr.  Arthur  Rodgers,  taxidermist, 
Trent-street,  Nottingham,  for  preservation.  On  the  same 
day  that  the  champion  honours  were  achieved  I  succeeded  in 
killing,  in  successive  swims  at  King's  Mills,  two  roach  of 
lib.  15£oz.  and  lib.  lOJoz.  respectively.  A  more  hand- 
some brace  I  never  saw.  Large  quantities  of  big  roach 
have  come  to  hand  from  Barton,  Beeston,  Clifton,  Holme, 
Pierrepont,  and  Radcliffe  bend.  The  members  of  the 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society  held  a  competition  on  their 
Rolleston  waters  on  the  18th,  when  the  chief  prizes  were 
carried  off  by  Mr.  W.  Rayson,  Mr.  W.  Poulds,  and  Mr. 
Stephen  Wallis. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Owing  to  favourable  weather,  fishermen  have  met  with 
success.  In  the  Derwent  sport  has  been  had  with  grayling, 
and  at  Ambergate  and  Holmesford  a  few  nice  coarse 
fish  have  been  caught.  Some  good  trout  have  also 
been  taken.  The  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society 
have  postponed  fishing  in  their  waters  until  March  4. 
The  Lincolnshire  waters  have  been  well  patronised 
of  late,  and  the  Horncastle  canal  has  proved  very 
fruitful  of  good  sport.  Week-end  visitors  did  extremely 
well,  and  several  returned  home  with  catches  of  roach 
weighing  well  over  201b.  A  satisfactory  bait  has  been 
bread  paste.  In  the  Witham  and  Sincil  Dyke,  fishing  has 
been  fully  up  to  the  standard.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Lincoln,  anglers,  with  a  good  sprinkling  of  Sheflielders, 
have  obtained  plenty  of  sport  amongst  roach.  The  rods 
at  Boston  have  done  pretty  well.  Some  very  heavy  fish 
having  been  taken  from  the  Bargate  stream.  The  Trent 
has  been  well  patronised.  The  Witham,  at  Bardney,  has 
also  yielded  some  good  fish.  Fishing  one  day  last  week  in 
the  pool  at  Stapleton  Park,  near  Pontefract,  Mr.  Frank 
Hatchard,  landed  a  pike,  which  weighed  221b.,  and 
measured  42in.  The  pike  was  taken  with  a  spinning  bait, 
and  is  the  largest  ever  taken  from  the  Stapleton  Park 
waters  with  the  rod. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  trout  fishing  season  commences  on  Tuesday  next, 
and  as  both  weather  and  water  are  now  favourable  some 
good  fish  ought  to  be  taken  during  the  next  few  weeks, 
and  before  the  river  runs  down  to  summer  level.  A  hint 
or  two  regarding  spinning  may  not  be  out  of  place,  as  it 
is  by  this  method  that  the  heaviost  Severn  trout  are  token. 
A  long  and  easy  running  line  is  indispensable,  and  the  trace 
should  be  of  gut  sufficiently  strong  to  give  the  angler  a 
chance  of  landing  any  pike  that  may  come  in  his  way.  Arti- 
fic:al  minnows,  stone-loach,  or  gudgeon  are  recommended, 
but  a  Kill  Devil,  Devon,  or  Phantom  may  do  good  work 
esrcrially  if  the  water  be  at  all  stained.  The  bait  should 
be  cirefully  arranged  on  a  flight  consisting  of  two .medium- 
sized  triangles,  with  a  lip  hook,  and  it  should  bo  well 
shotted  down.  All  likely  eddies  and  holes  at  the  toils  of 
shallow  reaches  should  bo  carefully  negotiated,  lhe  Isle 
and  Silver  fords  between  Montford  and  Shrewsbury,  and 
Uffington,  Belvedere.  Preston  Boats,  Kmpstrey,  and 
Atcham  fords  below  the  town  are  among  the  stretches  ot 
water  best  adapted  to  early  fishing.  There  are,  how- 
ever, several  good  fords  at  Shrewsbury  where  treat 
may  be  taken  by  those  who  do  not  care  to  go 
further  afield.  The  full  token  ID  these  places  will 
be  chiefly  Loch  Levens  and  other  imported  trout. 
Unless  the  weather  be  very  fine,  and  the  water 
lower  and  clearer  than  it  is  at  present,  fly  fishing  for 
trout  will  not  provide  very  satisfactory  sport,  ""wever, 
the  Yellow-bodied  March  Brown,  February  Red,  the 
Duns,  and  perhaps  the  Red  Spinner,  may  ki  I  It  is  not 
generally  known  that  the  trout  fishing  ot  the  little  river 
Rea  has  improved  of  late.  Possibly  this  is  the  result  of 
several  mines  having  stopped  w .rkiiig.  1  his  pretty 
*t  earn,  if  well  looked  after,  should  yield  capital  sport. 
It  is  difficult  fishing  with  overhanging  bushes  and  a 
treacherous  bottom.  The  red  worm  will  often  prove  very 
killing. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  are  having  a  if  R  of  lovely,  springlike  weather, 
which  has  drawn  a  good  many  anglers  to  the  water  side 
T  1  <3,  vern  is  in  good  cond  t ion  for  worm  fishing,  and 
some  g^c  toke  of"  roach  have  been  had  with  that  bait 
The  Avon  is  in  capital  condition  and  anglers  have  had 
excellent  sport  will.  >vorm  among  the  roaeh,  and  creels  o 
fifty  to  o».t  a  100  fine  fish  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
"even!    The  Tewkesbury  Angling  Association  at  their 


meeting,  resolved  not  to  take  out  licenses  until  the 
test  case  of  the  Angling  Societies  is  known,  and  to  appeal 
to  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  to  adopt  more  stringent 
measures  for  the  protection  of  coarse  fish,  on  the 
ground  that  the  way  the  river  is  netted  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Tewkesbury  has  destroyed  nearly 
the  last  chance  of  successful  angling.  The  Malvern 
Association  of  Anglers  held  their  annual  dinner 
on  Thursday  last  at  the  Beanchamp  Hotel,  and  it 
was  a  success  in  every  way,  of  which  I  send  a.  full  report, 
and  it  will  be  seen  they  are  determined  to  abide  by  the 
decision  arrived  at  by  ihe  clubs  of  the  Worcester  and 
District  Association  not  to  take  out  licenses  to  fish  for 
coarse  fish,  or  take  immature  cr  unseasonable  fish,  and 
among  their  numerous  and  excellent  prizes,  the  number  of 
"sportsman's  spring  balances"  given  is  an  evidence  of 
their  good  intention.  I  would  say  to  clubs  outside  this 
association,  "  Go  and  do  likewise,"  for,  with  the  ever 
increasing  number  of  anglers,  if  undersized  fish  are  to  be 
continually  taken  and  the  fence  mouths  not  respeeted, 
sport  must  decline.  Another  club  has  started  in  Worcester 
called  the  Duke  of  York. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  absence  of  rain  on  several  successive  days  has 
enabled  the  riveis  in  most  districts  to  run  down  very  con- 
siderably after  the  recent  floods,  and  for  some  days  their 
condition  has  been  much  more  favourable  for  angling. 
Between  Jan.  1  and  March  16  active  fishing  operations  are 
not  looked  for.  Coarse  fishermen,  however,  are  wont  to 
indulge  the  pastime  whenever  possible,  and_  favoured 
with  fine,  mild  weather,  such  as  has  been  experienced  for 
more  than  a  week,  angling,  even  for  the  humble  reach, 
dace,  and  pike  is  pleasant.  Some  nice  catches  have  bean  made 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  York,  in  the  Ouse,  and  the  Foss. 
A  few  fine  jack  have  been  token.  Nice  fishing  has  been 
obtained  on  the  Yare  and  the  Swale  in  particular.  Trout 
prospects  are  excellent  in  those  streams,  and  also  the 
Wharfe,  Nidd,  and  Rye.  Re-stocking  has  been  going  on 
by  most  of  the  best  angling  clubs.  The  conservators  of 
the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  on  the  19th  inst.,  turnel 
into  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Esk,  at  Lealholm  Bridge, 
Danby,  and  Castleton,  1800  yearling  trout,  purchased 
from  the  Howietoun  Fishery,  Scotland.  The  Hud- 
dersfield  Angling  Association  has  placed  1200_  year- 
ling and  two-year-old  trout  from  the  Solway  Fishery, 
in  its  waters  at  Holmstye,  and  in  Bo3haw  Reservoir. 
The  best  flies  to  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  on  the 
Yorkshire  rivers  above  mentioned  are  the  Winter  Brown, 
Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Snipe  Blca. 
The  Black  Ox  A.C.  held  their  first  annual  dinner  at 
Leeming  on  Feb.  20.  This  club  was  formed  last  September 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  amateur  fishermen  of  the 
district  to  practise  the  sport  of  angling. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinion* 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

ARE  SALMON  FLIES  CORRECTLY  BUILT? 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  am  tempted  to  ask  jou  to  be 
good  enough  to  place  the  above  question  before  the 
numerous  readers  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  as  I  think  that 
if  the  question  is  properly  ventilated  it  may  mateririy  help 
to  make  many  a  man's  sport  better  in  the  future  than  it 
has  been  in  the  past. 

The  small  percentage  of  kills,  compared  to  tho  number 
of  offers,  has  exercised  my  mind  for  a  long  time. 

I  have  cast  all  round  for  an  answer.  I  have  prosecuted 
enquiries  amongst  my  friends,  amongst  anglers  1  have  met 
on  every  river  I  have  fished,  and  I  find  their  experience 
agrees  somewhat  with  my  Own  ;  but  they  accouit  for  it  by 
informing  me  the  fish  come  short.  This  explatia  ion  does 
not  satisfy  me.  I  can  understand  salmon  comirg  short, 
under  certain  circumstances,  such  as  when  tired  after  a 
long  run,  or  on  a  sultry  August  day  ;  but  I  can.,  t  under- 
stand ealmon  comiug,  some  short,  and  others  freely,  the 
whole  season  through,  and  feel  I  must  find  another 
reason.  ,        ,  .    ,     ,  ..  ,  . 

During  the  past  season,  I  had  only  some  six  days  l.shiug. 
I  waited  patently  through  .Inly  and  August,  waiting  for  a 
wire  day  after  day,  but  ncne  came.  Several  times  I  went 
up  during  those  months,  to  see  the  liver,  but  il  only  got 
smaller  by  degrees,  and  beautifully  loss.  Then  Stpteml  OT 
arrived  and  with  it  a  superabun lance  of  ram,  but  ahcenoc 
from  home  and  numerous  duties  prevento  1  mo  gelling 
away,  but  by  October  I  was  free,  and  it  was  then  lg.  t 
my  six  diys  fishing.  During  the  first  five  days  I  had 
fifteen  offers  and  only  landed  four  salmon. 

This  was  about  the  percentage  of  kills  ot  previous  years, 
and  was  most  annoying,  and  cans  >d  me  to  puzzle  over  the 
problem  more  and  more.  At  last  the  ilea  m  end  my 
head  that  the  ealmon  fly  of  the  p  esent  day  U  not  ooir  ctly 
built,  tho  wings  being  far  too  long.  ear  ill  ii.md 
this  was  last  <  Ictobcr,  and  I  hope  towards  the  end  bt  th  s 
letter  to  adduce  evidence  from  your  own  columns  wine  i 
have  hunted  up  to  support  my  tiu-ory  -  • 

Having  got  tho  idea  into  my  h  ad,  1  at  once  set  to  work 
and  dressed  a  tew  fliei  with  wings,  extending  only  us  tar 
back  as  the  end  ol  the  barb,  and  hoped  before  tho  season 
Bot  over  to  give  them  an  extended  trial.  Meeting  a  great 
friend  of  mine  with  whom  I  1  avo  of  con  discussed  silmon 
problems,  I  unfolded  iny  vi<ews  and  showed  Ua  my  flies, 
lie  was  good  enough  to  admire  the  tying,  but  expressed 
tho  fear  that  the  bend  and  barb  of  tho  hook  were  too  much 
exno-od  and  might  frighten  a  fish.  So  asked  bin.  to 
ex  .lain  tome  why  salmon  Witi  not  scared  by  the  hooka 
when  grubs  and  so  .rpions  wera  us  id.  This  was  ipUMler 
to  him,  so  be  beggod  me  to  let  him  know  the  result  of  the 
experiment. 
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Permanent  Protection  from  Chill. 

JAEGER 


1  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS. 


and  French  Soups. 


"Health  Culture"  &  Jaeger  Cqy.'s  Price  List  sen 

JAEGER  DEPOTS: 

3  and  4,  PRINCES-ST.,  CAVEND1SH-SQ.  (near  Regent-c; 
126,  REGENT-STREET  (near  the  Quadrant). 
30,  S LO A N E -STREET  (adjoining  McPherson's  Gymnasiu 
456,  STRAND  (near  Trafalgar-square). 
85  and  86,  CHEAPSIDE  (near  King-street). 
TAILORING  (only): 
42,  CONDUIT-STREET,  NEW  BOND-STREET,  W. 
The  Jaeger  goods  are  sold  in  many  Towns.    Address  si 
from  Jaeger  Co.'s  Head  Office,  95,  Milton  Street,  E.C 
TRADE  HARK       yv  TESTED 
ON  AS\  FOR 


Maggi's  Maggi's 


CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tubes, 
Is.  8d. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  lOfd. 


French  Soups 

(33  Varieties). 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is.  W. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  7d. 


fDERWEAR. 


PURE  WOOL. 


Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  hell  frequently,  for  whic'i  Card 
of  Invitation  will  be  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19,  1896. 
Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  Consomme.   We  have  found  the 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Rifles,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  1896. 
I  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con- 
sidered.   The  Consomm3  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Rcssell-Jeafferson,  F.B.G.S.,  Ac. 

OF  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

COSEtfZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET 

LONDON,  W., 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consomm6  may  be  tasted  daily. 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN, 

Mid-Weekly  Journal  for  the  Western  District. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id. 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 

SEA  and  EIVEB  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
South  Devon  District,  throughout  which  the 
Western  Guardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Moderate. 
Head  Offices :   Totneg,  Devon. 


Visitors  •wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  is  obtainable, 
SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN  THE 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
14  words,  6d. ;  30  words,  Is. ,  prepaid. 
Offices :  Fore  Street,  Totnes. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  o.  Market  Hill,  Cambridge 


Angler*  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer*  Chronicle  tor  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted"  adverts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address:  King  Street,  Al'reton 


CARRIGART,  CO.  DONEGAL-ROSAPENNA  HOTEL.  * 

^HE  Trustees  of  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim  beg  to  inform  visitors  to  the  Donegal 
Highlands  that  the  above  handsome  and  capacious  Hotel  has  been  enhanced  by  every  modern 

improvement. 

SALMON  FISHING  in  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owenearrow  and  Lackagh  rivers  is  free  to 
Hotel  Visitors  from  April  1  to  end  of  Julv.  Free  access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate 
for  WHITE  and  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING. 

GOLF  LINKS,  magnificent  bathing,  delicious  air  from  the  mountains  and  the  Atlantic. 
Under  the  new  management  of  MR.  HESIKO,  from  the  HOLBORN  RESTAURANT. 


BELL&  PRICHARD 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C. 

(Opposite  Cook's  Tourist  Office.) 

FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS 

A  SPECIALITY. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 


Norfolk  Suits,  from   JB2  5  0 

Tourist  and  Business  Suits,  to  measure,  from  ...  2  10  0 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbocker  Breeches,  from    ...  0  13  6 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Do?e  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advts.,  18  words,  Sd  ;  80  words.  Is.,  prepaid 
Address :  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 

DARLINGTON'S  HANDBOOKS. 

"Sir  Henry  Ponsonby  it  commanded 
hy  the  Queen  to  thank  Mr.  Darlington 
for  a  copy  of  his  Handbook.'* 

"  Nothing  better  could  be  wished 
tor."— British  Weekly.  Farsuperior 
0  ordinary  guides. "—London  Daily  Chronicle. 
i»  each.  Illustrated. 
Maps  by  John  Bartholomew,  F.R.G.S. 
The  Vale  of  Llangollen.   The  Wye  Valley.  Abe- 
rystwith.Towyn,  and  Karmoutb.  The  North  Wales 
Coast.  '1  he  Severn  Valley.  Bournemouth  and  the 
New  Forest.    The  Isle  of  Wight.  The  Channe- 
Is'ands.  Malvern,  Hereford,  Worcester,  and  Glou- 
cester.  Llandrindod  Wells  and  the  Spas  of  Mid- 
Wales.  Bristol,  Bath,  Chepstow,  4  Weston-super- 
Mare. 

Crown  8vo.,  cloth,  2s.— The  Birds,  Wild  Flowers, 
Ferns,  and  Grasses  of  North  Wales, 
i  Llangollen;   Darlinoton   and   Co.  London: 
Simi'kin,  Marshall,  and  Co. 

i     PHOTOGRAPHS.- Beautiful  Photographs 

I  of  Scenery,  Ru  ns,  Sec,  in  Italy,  Grecoe,  Turkey, 
!  Palestine,  and  Egypt;  also  North  Wales,  Is.,  ls.Gd., 
|  2s.,  and  2s.  6d.  Complete  List  Post  fcVee. 

DARLINGTON  &  CO..  LLANGOLLEN. 


FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE.   PERCH  AND  ROACH 

FOR 

STOCKING  PURPOSES 


JACK  RODS. — Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d.  ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  5s.  6d.  to 
10s.  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  Bpear,  will  make  Jack  Rod,  10ft.  6in.,  12s.  Gd. ;  do.,  double  brazed,  Us.  (id.  to  21s.  6d. 

REELS. — Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  84in..  Is.  9d. ;  4in.,  2s.  6d. ;  movable  check,  3|in.,  4s.  j 
4in.,  5s  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reels,  3in..Gs.  6d. ;  4in„  9s.  Gd  ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  3in.,  2s.  Od 

LINES  (waterproof)  —Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard  ;  hemp,  $A.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
20  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d. ;  60  yards,  2s.    Cable  Laid  Cord.  80  yards,  7Jrt. 

TRACES,  Gut  or  Gimp  — Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. :  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  71 

SNAPS,  Ac— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell  s,  2Jd. ;  Jardlne»e,  3d. ;  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  ljd.  each 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen. 

BAITS. — Spoon,  from  Gd.  each,  very  best  quality.  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is  ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard ;  Best,  3  yardB,  6d. ;  »  Fishing  Gazette' 
Gossamer,  8d.   Flie9  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEfflENS  (late  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W. 

(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 
CATALOGUES    POST  Jb'JbtEE. 


Excellent  Fish— Extra  Large 
Size. 

For  Prices  and  Testimonials 

Apply— 

FAZELEY  FISHERIES, 

TAMWORTH. 


Februaky  27,  1897] 
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Unfortunately,  I  did  not  get  the  opportunity  to  give 
these  short  winged  flies  the  extended  trill  I  wished 

The  only  chance  I  got  was  on  a  Monday,  when  I  got  a 
wire  sayiu?  waterwas  a  good  colour,  but  low.  I  hurried 
up,  and  found  it  9in.  too  low,  but,  still ,  on  one  short  cait,  I 
could  work  the  fly,  so  gave  it  a  trial.  In  walking  up  to  the 
cast  I  saw  a  fish  make  a  Dies  head-and-tail  rise.  I  put  on 
atilver  body,  and  came  carefully  down,  but  without  any 
response.  I  then  changed  to  apurple  body,  and  the  sjeoed 
throw  I  was  into  him,  and  in  some  fifteen  minutes  I 
strardid  the  fish  cn  a  gravel  bed. 

Thera  was  no  mistake  about  this  fishhavi  ig  the  hook  in 
him.  It  was  buried  fast  ani  ti^ht  right  in  the  tougt  e  I 
am,  of  course,  aware  that  it  d  es  not  do  to  gcn?rdli',e 
from  individual  coses,  but  mati  rs  thought  over  the  matter 
e  mvinces  me  that  I  am  on  the  right  track. 

Revolving  the  matter  over,  it  came  into  my  mind  that 
when  you  issued  the  facsimile  of  the  original  Jock  Scott  fly 
the  wing  was  remarkably  short.  I  have,  therefore,  over- 
hauled back  numbers,  and  now  beg  to  refer  your  readers 
to  your  issues  of  June  15,  1895,  and  Dec.  21,  1895. 

In  the  former  number  there  appears,  on  page  421,  a 
representation  of  the  Green  Parrot,  and  in  the  latter,  on 
page  424,  a  copy  of  the  original  Jock  Scott. 

The  former  is  dressed  on  a  hook  only  half  the  size  of 
the  latter,  and  yet  the  wings  protrude  beyond  the  barb 
fully  lin.,  whilst  in. the  latter  the  wing3  come  only  about 
I'm.  beyond  the  barb. 

Now,  sir,  I  wish  particularly  to  avoid  trenching  upon 
that  debatable  question,  Do  salmon  feed  in  fresh  water  ? 
It  is  years  ani  years  ago  since  I  settled  that  question 
satisfactorily  to  my  own  mind.  I  then  decided  that  they 
do,  and  the  thing  they  feed  on  is  hooks.  I  was  bound  to 
come  to  this  decision,  as  first  one  said  they  did  not  eat 


FISHING  IN  NORWAY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sib, — Coull  any  of  your  staff,  or  some  kindly 
dispoEei  correspondent,  give  me  any  hints  a?  to  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  (combined,  if  possible,  with  ryp9r  shoot- 
ing) to  be  obtained  at  thi  following  summer  resorts  in 
Norway:  Sogne  Fiord,  Krikne's  Hotel;  Ttleuiakeu.  on 
Bandak  Lake  ;  Hardanger  Fiord,  Maeland's  Ho'el ;  Nord 
Fiord,  Tenden's  Hotel,  Faleide  ;  Fjaerland's  Fiord, 
Muudal's  Hotel;  Fraainaes,  Vosse3trand3n ;  Laerdalsdven, 
Sogne  Fieri ;  Loen,  Nord  Fiord  ;  MarisLijn  on  Fill ;field ; 
Merok,  Geiranger  Fiord;  Molde,  Romsdal ;  Odde,  Har- 
danger Fiord  ;  Sandene,  Nord  Fiord ;  Skei,  Joltersrand  ; 
Sommer  hjem,  Saekrsiale  ;  Stalheim,  Naeroial  ?  What 
month  is  the  best — -May,  June,  or  July — for  salmon  ? 
And  can  fishing  be  obtained  free,  or  for  small  payment,  at 
any  of  the  abova  places  ?  Shall  indeed  be  grateful  if  some 
Norwegian  angler  ould  furnish  me  with  any  particulars  of 
the  piscatorial  capabilities  of  any  of  the  above  places  for 
a  month's  holiday  this  summer.  If  not,  perhaps  the  editor 
might  kindly  recommend  me  some  good  angling  guide 
before  de3:.ding. — Yours,  ___  Clericfs. 

CAPTURE  OF  A  SEVEN-POUND  CHUB. 
Dear  Sir, — You  will  no  doubt  be  glad  to  hear  that  I 
caught  a  monster  chub  when  fishing  last  Thursday, 
Feb.  18.  Particulars  :  I  was  roach  fishing  from  the 
bank  in  a  swim  14ft.  deep  with  brandling  worms  for 
roaoh,  my  tackle  consisting  of  fine  drawn  gut,  No.  8 
Limerick  hook,  and  fine  twisted  silk  Hue.  I  hooked  what 
turned  out  to  be  a  ponderous  chub,  and,  after  a  bit  of 
very  exciting  sport,  Mr.  Herbert  Baker  netted  the  fish, 
which  weighed  exactly  71b.  loz.  when  caught,  but  when 
weighed  at  the  club  eight  hours  later  reji-t  ;red  61b,  ltoz. 
This  is  a  record  for  the  Trent  (if  we  except  a  chub  said  to 


many  of  the  reasons  adduced  by  your  correspondents  to 
endeavour  to  prove  that  they  have  not  are  fallacious,  and 
not  to  be  relied  on.  Surely  I  can  give  no  better  iostance 
than  the  letter  signed  "Piscator"  in  your  issue  of  the 
20th  hosts.  Tho  writer  of  that  letter  adduces  as  a  rea=oa 
why  a  grayling  hooked  and  lost  by  him  had  no  memory, 
is  that  he  hooked  and  played  it  twice  within  a  very  short 
space  of  time ;  but,  sir,  would  it  not  be  as  fair  to  assume 
that  a  gourmand  who  had  saffered  from  pirt  iking  of  some 
highly  s?ason3d  dish  or  of  some  forbidden  wine  had  no 
memory  because  he  again  indu'ged  in  the  same  course,  and 
must,  therefore,  have  no  memory  of  the  pains  of  gout. 

Many  of  your  other  correspondents  also  bring  forward 
instances  of  the  frequen:  hookiug  and  losing  fish  (particu- 
larly the  voracious  pike)  for  the  same  reason,  viz.,  to 
show  that  fish  have  no  memory.  But  might  not  thi3  be  as 
fairly  attributable  to  the  absence  of  piiu  felt  by  fish  under 
certain  circumstances,  for  instince,  when  hooked  in  the 
horny  portion  of  the  mouth,  as  to  a  want  of  memory  of 
pain  previously  suffered  ?  and  also  to  the  absolute  neces- 
sity which  the  fish  feels  for  satisfying  tha  cravings  of 
huuger  ?  Yoar  correspondent,  "  Piscator,"  whom  I  have 
before  referred  to,  also  clearly  shows  that  he  is  not  a 
b  ;liever  in  his  own  theory,  for  he  states  that,  having  lost 
the  fish  on  the  first  attempt,  he  changed  his  fly  before 
making  his  second  effort.  Why  did  he  do  this,  unless  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  put  a  different  lure  before  the 
grayling,  of  which  it  would  have  no  recent  recollection  r 
He  further  states  that,  the  fish  was  taken  a  few  days  after 
with  the  writer's  fly  in  his  mouth,  but  probably  the  fly 
with  which  it  was  taken,  was  not  similar  to  either  of  those 
before  used.  To  assume,  that,  because  of  these  incidents, 
a  fish  has  no  memory,  would  be  to  land  us  in  the  dilemma 
of  supposing  that  a  fish,  however  hungry,  must  abstain 


Chub  (6lb.  14oz.)  taken  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wai.lis. 


worms,  another  they  did  not  eat  minnows,  another  they 
did  not  eat  flies,  and  so  on,  and  yet,  knowing  salmon  were 
caught,  I  concluded  if  all  these  gentlemen  were  right, 
why  did  they  get  caught  ?  and  then,  remembering  that 
hooks  were  common  to  all  the  lures  used  for  the  capture  of 
salmon,  I  decided  these  authorities  were  no  donbt  correct. 
They  don't  eit  minnows,  flies,  worms,  &c,  they  eat  hooks, 
and  I  am  quite  willing  to  be  content  with  my  conclusion. 
However,  salmon  flies  do  tempt  the  fishes'  acquisitiveness, 
but  I  don't  want  to  argue  the  question  now  whether  it  is 
through  hunger  or  curiosity.  I  will  admit  it  is  curiosity. 
A  tich  has  no  prehe n-ile  organs,  so  that  if  his  curiosity 
is  aroused,  and  he  wishes  to  check  tha  flight  of  the 
gaudy  entomological  specimen  to  examine  it  at  his  leisure, 
he  must  take  hold  of  it  with  his  mouth.  He  does 
this  gently  from  behind.  Now,  anyone  referring  to  the 
examples  already  quoted  wid  see  at  once  that  if  tho 
fi-.h  tcok  hold  of  lin.  of  the  Green  Parrot  fly  the  point  of 
the  hook  is  not  actually  in  his  mouth,  whilst  in  the  ca>e  of 
the  Jock  Scoit  he  would  have  the  point  of  the  hook  nearly 
half  an  inch  into  his  mouth.  Of  corns?,  on  a  hook  the 
same  size  as  the  Green  Parrot  built  with  short  wings,  the 
point  would  be  still  further  in  the  salmon's  mouth. 

This  is  my  explanation  of  why  salmon  so  many  time* 
come  short,  and  I  think  the  opinions  and  experiences  of 
others  will  doubtless  prove  both  interesting  and  instructive. 

I  ought,  perhap3,  to  add  tta1  in  strong  streams  I  find 
salnfon  hook  better  than  in  gl  d  n?  pools,  and  in  gliding 
pools  the  smaller  flies  kill  a  larger  per&  n'age  of  offer? 
than  do  the  large  flies.  Thanking  you  in  ahticif  at!on  — 
"Yours  sincerely,  W.  Fenwick  McAllcm. 

Kent  House,  Gateshead-on-Tyne, 


have  been  caught  twenty-five  years  ago  by  H.  H.  Carter, 
Esq.,  solicitor,  of  Nottingham),  bat  this  fish  was  not  set 
up  or  the  weight  verified.  This  capture  has  caused  quite 
a  flutter  amongst  Nottingham  anglers,  and  I  should  very 
much  like  you  to  reproduce  the  rough  photo  of  the  fish 
and  a  short  account  of  its  capture,  if  it  is  not  asking  too 
much.  I  miyhere  fay  that  up  to  date  I  have  recorded 
119  roach  over  a  pound  each,  100  of  them  being  over  a 
pound  snl  a  quarter. — Yours  most  faithfully. 

Nottingham,  Feb.  22.  F.  W.  K.  Wali.is. 

rWe  congratulate  Mr.  Wallis,  aud  are  glad  to  give  a 
picture  of  his  exceptionally  fine  chub ;  it  shows  the  convex 
anal  fin  very  clearly— one  of  the  points  of  difference 
between  a  chub  and  a  dace,  as  the  anal  lin  iu  the  latter  is 
concave  when  extendel. — Ed.] 

HAVE  PISH  A  MEMORY- 
Sir — I  do  not  think  that  I  should  have  said  anything 
on  this  matter  if  it  had  not  been  that  Professor  Ludwtt 
Edinger,  in  his  communication  to  you,  expressly  stated 
that  he  would  be  glad  to  have  tho  opinicn  cf  practical 
anglers  as  well  as  that  of  scientists  and  theorists.  I  Oin 
cjrtainly  make  no  claim  to  be  a  Boontist. 

As  a  practical  angler,  however,  for  fifty  joars,  I  do  red 
that  I  am,  to  some  extei.t,  qualified  to  express  an  opinion 
on  the  point,  and  more  especially'  ho  from  my  having 
during  the  whole  of  that  lime  1  can  a  careful  observer  ol 
the  habits  of  fish.  Personally,  I  may  say  that  I  have  no 
doubt  whatever  that  they  have  a  memory.  Whether  they 
have  or  hava  tot  a  brain  cortex,  or  whether  a  brain 
cortex  be  or  be  not  the  scat  of  memory  I  am  quite 
unable  to  say.    I  propose  in  the  first  place  to  show  that 


from  food  for  a  certain  time  because  it  had  been  hurt  on 
some  previous  occasion.  And  this  would  bo  to  credit  it 
with  a  greater  control  over  its  dangerous  appetite  than 
cau  be  attributed  to  my  gouty  friend. 

Inowpr.cjed  to  put  forward  the  reasons  which  have 
led  me  to  the  conclusion  that  fish  have  a  memory,  and  1 
may  say  that  I  am  eutitely  in  accord  with  the  letter  of 
your  correspondent,  H.  i.  Harland,"  a3  to  the  power  of 
migratory  fish  after  they  have  gouo  down  to  tho  !•>' 
to  the  sea  of  finding  their  way  back  to  the  river  in  which 
they  were  spawned,  and  I  have  for  many  years  past  given 
this  as  one  of  the  grounds  for  my  belief.  That  the  young 
smolta  or  parr  find  their  way  to  the  sea  by  instinct  at  a 
certain  period  of  their  existence  is,  I  think,  not  to  be 
questioned;  but  tho  manner  of  their  return  opens  a  very 
wide  field  for  investigation.  To  euablo  them  to  do  this, 
memory  is,  as  I  contend,  essential;  but  whether  it  be  I 
memory  of  sights  and  scenes  observed  on  their  downward 
paiBige,  or  of  taste  or  smell,  is,  in  my  opinion,  impossihlo 
to  decide.  I  do  claim,  however,  to  Lave  had  unusual 
facilities  for  the  invest igat ion  of  this  matter  oil  account  of 
the  two  rivers  with  which  I  am  best  acquainted  falling 
into  the  tidal  water  neat  to  each  other,  and  that,  there- 
fore, there  is  a  point  at  which  the  asoonding  fish  has  to 
determine  for  itMlf  to  which  river  it  must  rotum  if  it  iK  to 
revisit  the  homo  of  its  birth. 

For  some  time  pist  I  have  l  oen  endeavouring,  by  means 
of  marking  fish  in  these  twin  rivers,  to  uscortaiu  definitely 
that  they  do  ill  every  case,  return,  or  try  to  return,  to 
their  liirthpiuco  •  but  I  regret  to  say  that,  owing  to  my 
limited  time  and  to  my  being  unable  to  give  personal 
attention  to  the  marking,  the  result  in  these  two  river*  has 
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not  been  as  successful  as  I  could  wish.  In  another  river  I 
lmvo  had  bettar  returns.  In  no  case,  however,  has  a 
marked  IibIi  been  taken  in  any  river  otlior  than  the  one  in 
whieli  it  was  first  marked,  and  I  have  had  instances  of  fish 
boing  re-tuken  after  periods  varying  from  ton,  twelve,  or 
thirteen  months  between  their  descent  to  the  salt  water 
and  their  return  to  the  fresh,  the  average  increase  in 
weight  being  about  lib.  par  month  of  absence.  I  forbear 
from  giving  other  reasons  for  my  belief  that  fish  have  a 
memory,  as  I  do  not  like  to  trespass  longer  on  your  space. 
—I  am,  Kir,  yours,  ,  H.  G.  G. 

P. 8.— It  will  bo  observed  that  in  the  foregoing  remarks 
I  have  referred  to  a  memory  of  sight  ,  taste,  or  smell  as 
a  guiding  influence  for  the  return  of  fish  from  the  salt  to 
the  froBh  water.  I  havo  purposely  omitted  a  memory  of 
sounds,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  euter  on  the  disputed  question 
of  whether  or  no  fish  have  ears  to  hear.  Personally,  1  may 
express  my  strong  conviction  that  the  salmon  (alas,  of 
byo-gone  days)  when  returning  to  the  Thames  were  in  no 
way  guided  or  intluonced  by  the  sound  of  Bow  Rells. 

"CHAMPIONSHIP"  CASTING. 

Dear  Sib,— If  you  will  parmit  me  to  draw  the  attention 
of  your  readers  to  one  or  two  matters  of  some  importance 
connected  with  the  little  misunderstanding  between  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hardy  and  myself,  re  the  tournament  records,  I  shall 
feel  obliged.  It  is  the  last  letter  I  shall  pen  upon  the 
subject,  as  after  this  either  Mr.  H.  casts  against  me  or  the 
matter  falls  to  the  grouud.    The  points  are  : 

Firstly  (and  1  will  take  the  most  bitterly  personal  part 
of  his  last  letter  to  start  with,  because  in  it  lies  the  kernel 
of  the  nut),  he  says  he  does  not  want  to  have  anything  to 
do  with  me ;  his  acquaintance  with  me  has  not  been  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  lead  him  to  desire  a  continuance  of  the 
favour,  &c.  Without  stopping  longer  than  to  remind  Mr. 
Hardy  that  my  circle  of  friends  is  sufficiently  complete 
without  including  him  among  the  number,  and  that  I  have 
never  expressed  any  particular  wish  to  improve  his 
acquaintance  with  myself ;  I  hasten  to  Eay  that  this  is 
the  Hardonian  characteristic  to  which  I  take  especial 
objection.  Why  cannot  Mr.  Hardy  be  more  consistent  ? 
After  the  Scarborough  Tournament  he  wrote  to  me  on  the 
back  of  a  post-card,'  "  My  dear  Shrubby,  why  didn't  you 
come  to  Scarborough  and  be  licked  ?  What  d'ye  think  of 
28yds.  2ft.  4in.  with  a  10ft.  rod?  One  too  many  for 
ye,  eh  ? — Yours,  &c,  Tuck."  And  yet  he  takes  objection 
to  my  asking  him  why  he  does  not  come  to  Wimbledon, 
and  beat  my  record  with  a  10ft.  rod !  Then,  again, 
although  expressing  himself  so  strongly,  re  his  slight 
acquaintance  with  me,  in  his  last  letter  to  the  F.  G.,  he 
writes  me  as  follows  on  Feb.  6 :  "  My  dear  Shrubsole, — If 
the  Sporting  Life  like  to  back  me  to  win  £1000  (one 
thousand  pounds),  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  start  and  knock 
sparks  out  of  you  all."  Comment  is  needless,  but  it  is  as 
well  to  remind  Mr.  H.  that  as  a  public  man,  in  public 
matters  of  this  sort,  he  should  not  endeavour  to  hunt  with 
the  hounds  and  run  with  the  hare.  I  have  no  personal 
animus  in  this  connection;  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  have 
more  than  once  publicly  expressed  my  admiration  of  Mr. 
Hardy's  casting.  But  I  also  claim  the  privilege  of  what 
he  so  happily  styles  "  this  free  and  happy  country,"  and  I 
emphatically  refuse  to  accept  him  as  "  Sir  Oracle." 

Secondly,  I,  at  any  rate,  am  not  responsible  for  the 
appearance  of  the  original  challenge  in  the  Sporting  Life. 
I  simply  accepted  it,  as  my  name  was  especially  mentioned. 
If  my  name  had  not  been  so  prominently  mentioned  I 
should  have  understood  the  challenge  to  be  intended  for 
Mr.  Enright,  and  I  should  have  left  the  matter  in  that 
gentleman's  hands,  fully  confident  that  Mr.  Hardy  would 
have  all  his  work  cut  out  to  "  knock  sparks  "  out  of  the 
Castleconnell  champion.  After  Mr.  Hardy's  disclaimer 
was  published  I  sought  out  the  representative  of  the 
Sporting  Life,  and  he  assured  me  that  Mr.  H.  did  empower 
him  to  issue  the  challenge.  In  this  connection  I  may  be 
permitted  to  express  the  opinion  that  as  Mr.  Hardy's 
challenge  was  "  to  theuworld,"  it  was  rather  a  tall  order  ! 
I  am  convinced  that  there  are  amateurs  alive — very  much 
alive— who  could  easily  beat  either  Mr.  Hardy  or  myself  ; 
but  these  gentlemen  are  wise  enough  to  abstain  from 
public  performances.  I  know  one  man  in  particular  who 
could  cast,  I  am  sure,  at  least  35yds.  with  a  10ft.  rod. 

Thirdly  :  Another  phase  of  the  Hardonian  characteristic 
(to  which  I  have  already  taken  objection)  is  discovered  in 
his  latest  statement,  re  the  photographs.  Mr.  Hardy  now 
says  that  these  were  taken  to  illustrate  the  positions  in  the 
overhand  cast.  If  this  is  so,  then  all  I  can  say  is  that  at 
least  one  position  is  not  correct.  I  refer  to  "the  drive 
forward,"  in  which  the  right  arm  is  shown  bent  at  the 
elbow.  -This  is  certainly  bad  form.  But  if  these  photos 
were  simply  taken  to  illustrate  the  positions  in  overhand 
casting,  why  print  on  them  "Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy,  the 
champion  of  the  world,  making  his  record  east  "TP  More- 
over, in  one  of  these  photos,  which  has  been  usadfor  news- 
paper advertisements,  Mr.  Hardy  has  still  further  called 
in  the  assistance  of  the  photographer's  art,  and  has  had 
added  as  a  background  a  view  of  a  lovely,  winding  river, 
with  Mr.  H.  making  the  "  record  "  cast  from  the  bank  ! 
whereas,  as  is  now  well  known,  the  Scarborough  cast  was 
made  on  grass.  I  have  a  copy  of  this  photo  at  my  side 
(sent  to  me  by  a  correspondent),  as  I  pen  these  lines. 

Fourthly  :  that  poor  little  9ft  9in.  rod,  of  mine  !  It  has 
had  some  abuse  to  put  up  with.  And  yet  1  fished  with  it ; 
and  killed  some  good  chub;  until  someone  was  kind 
enough  to  steal  it  from  outside  my  tent  at  Bisley,  last 
summer.  So  far  as  the  lead  button  was  concerned,  I  think 
you,  sir,  explained  that  little  matter  quite  sufficiently 
when  you  stated  in  your  Editorial,  "  the  rod  Mr.  Shrub- 
sole  used  was  a  beautiful  piece  of  greenheart,  one  joint 
only,  fitting  into  just  enough  butt  to  form  a  handle,  a 
style  of  rod  recommended  and  used  twenty  years  ago  by 
Mr.  Cbatterton,  and  his  friend  Dr.  Brunton.  In  order  to 
counterbalance  it  he  had  a  button  of  lead.  Some  people 
seemed  shocked  at  this,  but  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 


Mr.  Shrubsole  using  a  heavy  reel  and  no  button,  and  it 
would  have  answered  the  same  purpose."  Just  so.  And 
your  statement  which  I  Consider  to  be  as  valuable  as  any 
Mr.  Hardy  may  make,  quite  answers  any  objection  that 
may  be  raised  in  this  connection.  By-the-by,  surely 
Mr.  H.  knows  that  lead  buttons  have  been  used  for  scores 
of  years.  Should  he,  after  all,  agree  to  have  a  friendly 
trial  of  skill  with  me,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  place  the 
rode  I  shall  cast  with,  18ft.,  16ft.,  14ft.,  and  10ft.,  m  your 
care,  at  the  Fiahiiig  Gazette  Office,  where  all  who  are 
interested  could  inspect  them.  But  I  am  not  sweet  on 
this  casting  now.  I  am  a  man  of  peace,  and  do  not  care  to 
make  a  bad  friend  of  anyone.  I  simply  took  up  a  public 
challenge  in  a  public  manner.  I  did  not  expect  my  action 
to  result  in  the  personal  abuse  whioh  has  been  showered 
upon  me. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  do  not  pirade  myself  as 
a  "  Shining  Light."  Until  now  I  have  remained  silent, 
while  my  tackle,  my  methods,  and  myself  have  been 
roundly  rated  ;  but  I  do  presmn9  to  know  something 
about  casting;  and  a  little  about  fishing,  and  the  time  has 
been  when  even  Mr.'  Hardy  has  availed  himself  of  the 
knowledge  and  little  ability  possessed  by,— Yours  very 
truly,  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole. 

Darenth  House,  4!)7,  Wandsworth-road, 
London,  S.W.  Feb.  20. 

[No  thank  you,  Mr.  Shrubsole,  we  cannot  consent  to 
have  our  offica  turned  into  a  Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle 
Exhibition.— 1  J.'  _____ 

REGULATIONS  WANTED  FOR  PUBLIC  PARK 
FISHERIES. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  readers  are  desired  to  give  informa- 
tion to  the  undersigned,  or  through  your  correspondence 
columns,  respecting  the  above,  in  districts  where  public 
bodies  have  stocked  or  preserved  fish  in  artificial  or  other 
waters  in  public  grounds  or  parks  for  fishing,  by  rate- 
payers, and  particularly  where  such  waters  are  served  by 
streams,  being  tributaries  of  rivers  under  the  control  of 
conservators. — Yours,  &c,      J.  W.  Gregg 

(Hon.  Sec.  Cardiff  Pisoitorial  Society). 

"Belthorn,"  Llandaff. 

19|lb.  PIKE  ON  TROUT  TACKLE. 

Dear  Sir, — The  fish  referred  to  by  your  correspondent, 
"  A.  D.  C.j  in  last  week's  F.G.,  was  sent  here  for  pre- 
servation, and  was  an  exceptionally  good  fish,  being  short 
and  thick  ;  it  weighed  19Jlb.,  and  must  have  given  good 
sport,  taken  as  it  was  on  a  No.  4  "Bedford  "  Spinner 
mounted  on  trout  gut.  We  also  received  the  perch,  a 
handsome  fish,  but  colour  gone  a  little ;  it  should  have 
been  wrapped  in  that  "  Glassine  "  papar  you  reviewed  a 
few  weeks  back. — Yours,  &c,  B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Eton.  .  _____ 

SHRIMP  PASTE  AS  BAIT  FOR  LARGE  TROUT. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  recommended  to  try  shrimp 
paste  for  the  large  trout  that  are  in  our  reservoir.  Will 
you  kindly  state,  through  your  "Answers  to  Corre- 
spondence" columns,  if  it  is  any  good  at  all,  and  if  so, 
how  to  make  it,  &c,  and  how  to  use  it,  and  oblige  p — 
— Y&urs,  &c,  G.  Austin. 

P.  O.  W.  Theatre,  Montain  Ash,  S.  Wales. 

[Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  was  the  first  to  write  about  shrimp 
piste.  We  have  never  tried  it — except  on  toast.  Trout 
are  very  keen  oil  fresh  water  shrimps,  which  is  all  in  favour 
of  the  paste. — Ed.]  . 

MIDLAND  ANGLERS  AND  THE  SEVERN 
FISHERY  BOARD. 
Dear  Sir, — As  one  of  the  Midland  anglers  to  whom 
your  correspondent,  "  The  Biter  Bit,"  refers  in  his  letter, 
published  in  last  week's  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  I 
strongly  protest  against  the  interference  in  this  matter  of 
persons  who  "  don't  fish  any  of  the  waters  of  the  Severn 
or  its  tributaries."  Surely  those  who  do  fish  the  waters 
and  know  all  the  facts,  are  the  best  judges  of  what  is 
necessary  to  ba  done  in  their  interests,  especially  as  some 
few  of  us  are  perfectly  conversant  with  the  Salmon  and 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  which  fact  will,  no  doubt, 
greatly  surprise  your  learned  correspondent.  The  coarse 
fish  anglers  are  perfectly  well  aware  no  licence  duty  for 
the  taking  of  coarse  fish  can  be  imposed  by  the  Severn 
Fishing  Board  (the  probability  of  there  being  a  few  trout 
in  the  water  makes  not  the  slightest  difference)  ;  they  are 
also  aware  that  if  not  in  possession  of  a  trout  licence,  it  is 
an  illegal  act  to  take  trout,  and,  in  consequence,  are 
liable  to  prosecution  if  found  with  trout  in  their  posses- 
sion. Your  correspondent  must  not  assume  that  this 
knowledge  has  only  recently  been  acquired  ;  but  the  fact 
is,  that  so  long  as  anglers  got  fair  sport,  they  did  not 
object  to  take  out  a  trout  licence  ;  but,  when  from  the 
studied  neglect  of  their  interest  by  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  (after  having  for  years  derived  a  considerable 
amount  of  revenue  from  these  licenses),  the  fishing  year 
by  year  became  less  productive  of  sport,  and  the  constant 
appeals  to  the  conservators  being  treated  almost  with  dis- 
dain. Then  it  was  decided  as  we  could  not  obtain  our 
legal  Tights  in  one  way,  make  every  effort  to  do  so  in 
another.  All  we  ask  is  that  the  Severn  Fishery  Board 
give  to  coarse  fish  that  protection  to  which  they  are  by 
law  entitled. — Yours  faithfuly,  Louis  F.  Higgs  - 
(Hon.  Sec.  Malvern  Association  of  Anglers). 

Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Biter  Bit's  "  letter  in  your  last  issue, 
I  wish  to  say  that  all  anglers  are  perfectly  aware  that  a 
license  is  necessary  for  all  anglers  to  take  out  who  go  trout 
fishing  on  the  Severn. 

But  what  we  are  trying  to  learn  is,  if  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  have  the  power  to  prosecute  anglers  for  taking 
coarse  fish  without  having  a  trout  licensa. 

The  Severn  Board  say  that  they  oan.  The  ^coarse 
fishermen  contend  that  they  cannot,  and  in  order  to  settle 


this  important  point  we  are  ready  and  willing  to  go  to  the 
Court  of  Queen's  Bench  to  finally  settle  the  matter  — 
Yours  truly,  _____  Ciias.  White,  j 

Birmingham. 

MIGRATION  OF  SALMON. 

Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask  you  what  evidence  is  in  hand 
with  reference  to  salmon  returning  to  their  native  rivers, 
for  the  purpose  of  spawning.  Can  you  also  inofrm  me 
where  any  printed  returns  may  be  found  of  experiments 
tried  in  the  matter.  I  havo  some  recollection  of  reading 
of  such  being  carried  on  in  Norway  to  a  large  extent,  but 
where  I  cannot  now  call  to  mind. — Yours  truly, 

Pheasant  Tail. 

TAn  expeiiment  on  a  rather  larger  scale  than  any  w 
have  in  mind  at  the  moment,  is  now,  the  Earl  of  Mare 
told  us  the  other  day,  being  carried  out  on  the  Duke 
Richmond's  splendid  salmon  fishery  on  the  Spey.  Under 
Lord  March's  own  directions  over  500  salmon  were  marked 
and  released,  the  experiment  was  suggested  by  Mr.  Archer, 
the  Inspector  of  Fisheries  for  Scotland,  who  has  had  a 
great  deal  of  experience  in  marking  salmon  in  Norway, 
&c— Ed.]   

HERTFORD  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Dear  Sir, — The  subscription  for  fishing  the  waters  [of 
the  Hertford  Angling  Society,  is  not  10s.  fid.,  as  stated  in 
last  week's  Fish  ing  Gazette,  but  for  outside  members,  20s., 
which  covers  fhhing  all  our  private  waters. — Yours,  &c, 
W.  Claydon,  (Hon.  Secretary). 

FISHING  IN  SCILLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  engaged  in  writing  a  new  hindbook  to 
the  Isles  of  Scilly,  ard  am  very  anxious  to  glean  informa- 
tion in  respect  to  the  sea  fishing  among  the  islands.  If 
any  of  the  readers  of  your  valuable  paper  have  had  any 
experience  among  the  waters  of  this  beautiful  part  of  the 
kingdom,  I  should  esteem  it  a  very  great  favour  if  they 
would  give  me  the  benefit  of  their  experience  for  the  use 
of  their  fellow  fishermen. 

Thanking  you  very  kindly  in  advance. — I  am,  sir,  very 
obediently  yours,  B.  P.  Row. 

174,  Strand. 

FLY  CASTING,  GRASS  OR  WATER,  WIMBLEDON 
TOURNAMENT,  &c. 
Dear  Sir, — Though  it  was  my  intention  never  again  to 
allude  to  the  Wimbledon  Tournament,  the  correspondence 
which  has  lately  appeared  in  your  columns  re-opens  the 
question,  and  as  our  friend  Mr.  Wills  has  left  Manchester, 
I  trust  you  will  allow  me  space  to  make  a  few  remarks, 
which  no  doubt  he  would  lave  been  better  able  to  do: 
than  me. 

In  the  first  place,  I  beg  to  differ  entirely  with  Mr. 
Shrubsole  as  regards  records  made  on  grass  and  water. 
Without  wishing  to  pose  as  an  authority,  I  may  say  that  I 
have  had  considerable  practice  on  both,  and  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  casting  on  water  will  be  far  and  more  easy 
and  effective  than  on  a  lawn,  and  if  there  is  a  slight 
current  the  caster  will  find  this  current  helps  him 
materially  in  picking  up  his  line,  and  the  redelivery  will 
be  cleaner  and  neater.  For  the  same  reason  a  slight 
breeze,  when  casting  on  dead  water,  will  very  much  help 
the  caster.  I  would,  however,  draw  the  line  at  such  a 
"  mild  "  gale  as  we  "  enjoyed  "  at  Wimbledon  last  May. 

No  doubt  a  lot  of  correspondence  took  place  after  the 
Tournament  was  over,  and  Mr.  Shrubsole,  after  his 
excellent  performance,  could  well  be  magnanimous  and 
refrain  from  adding  thereto,  but  a  few  explanatory  notes 
from  the  committee  of  the  Wimbledon  Tournament  would 
have  done  much  to  nip  some  of  it  in  the  bud. 

I  am  referring  to  what  was  written  re  Mr.  E.  S. 
Shrubsole's  entries  in  (he  amateur  class. 

I  and  others  still  ira:ntain  that  Mr.  S.,  having  formerly 
been  in  the  tackle  trade  (and  this  cin  easily  be  proved  by 
referring  to  the  advertisement  columns  of  some  papers 
connected  with  our  favourite  sport),  was  not  entitled  to 
compete  as  an  amateur. 

It  appears,  however,  that  the  committee,  some  time 
before  the  tournament,  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the 
fact  that  perhaps  the  point  might  be  raised.  This  I  did 
not  know  until  the  23rd  of  last  month,  when,  accidently 
meeting  one  of  the  members  of  the  late  committee,  I 
heard  from  him  that  at  one  of  the  meetings  this  matter 
was  put  forward,  and  it  was  decided,  though  not  by  any 
means  unanimously,  that  Mr.  Shrubsole  should  -be 
allowed  to  enter  as  an  amateur. 

This  being  the  case,  why  did  not  the  secretary  of  the 
committee  at  once  stop  the  correspondence  by  admitting 
the  above  ?  .  ■ 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  it  will  be  immaterial  to  nia 
whom  I  meet  at  any  future  tournament,  ac3- should  feel 
quite  satisfied  to  come  in  fourth  in  an  open  competition  in 
which,  say,  Mr.  Enright,  Mr.  Hardy,  aud  Mr.  Shrubsole, 
took  the  first  places,  but  I  fear  we  shall  not  see  such  a 
meeting. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  there  is  in  future  to  be  any  dis- 
tinction of  classes,  by  whatever  name  they  arc  known,  let 
it  be  on  a  fair  basis,  and  not  a  half  and  half  understanding. 

We  who  were  present  at  the  tournament,  and  followed 
the  various  events  with  interest,  learned  some  remarkable 
lessons. 

1.  "That  one  man  at  least  could  and  did  cast  30  yards 
with  a  10ft.  rod. 

,2.  That  the  same  man,  when  competing  iu  the  single- 
handed  fly  rod  event  for  the  championship,  would  in  all 
probability  have  done  better  if  he  had  stuck  to  his  ten- 
footer  instead  of  usibg  a  longer  rod. 

3.  That  the  long  casters  were  out  of  it  in  accuracy ;  and 
last,  that  a  number  of  the  rodB,  and  some  of  the  tackle 
used,  did  not  represent  bon&Jide  fishing  rods,  &c,  as  used 
in  angling. 

Apologising  for  the  length  of  this  letter, — Yours  truly, 
Ivy  Bank,  Altiiucham.  A.  C.  de  Boinville. 

(Several  important  litUrt  are  unavoidably  held  ou  r.) 
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[ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 
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ON  THE  DESIRABILITY  OF  BEING 
ABLE  TO  DRESS  A  FLY.— No.  1. 


By  "Athenian." 
It  is,  perhaps,  unnecessary  that  I  should  here 
dwell  on  the  advantages  which  a  knowledge  of  fly 
dressing  gives  to  the  angler,  since  it  is  to  he 
ixpected  that  they  are  already  known  and  felt 
by  those  who  read  these  lines.  At  the  same  time 
inch  a  course  seems  natural,  and— with  the 
reader's  pardon — its  adoption  gets  one  out  of  the 
difficulty  of  knowing  how  to  open  up  my 
subject. 

Every  angler  for  trout  will  admit  that  the 
qualities  which  go  to  make  one  successful  in  his 
craft  are  judgment,  skill,  and  knowledge  of  the 
trout's  habits  and  powers,  and  of  the  insects  on 
which  he  feeds ;  and  are  not  these  the  very 
qualities  which  go  to  make  a  successful  fly 
dresser,  and  which  are  developed  in  the  practice 
|f  the"  art  ?  It  is  true  that  fly  fishing  and  fly 
Sressing  each  require  a  fair  amount  of.  manipu- 
lative skill  proper  to  themselves ;  but  they 
are  at  least  so  closely  connected  that  a  man, 
(with-  some  practical    knowledge  of  the  one.. 


will  have  many  advantages  on  his  side  when 
entering  on  the  other  —  not  only  utilitarian 
advantages,  either,  but  those  also  which  will  give 
him  a  keener  enjoyment  in  the  pursuit  of  both 
pastimes. 

Fly  dressing,  unlike  the  making  of  rods,  reels, 
and  other  articles  of  the  angler's  equipment,  is  no 
mere  branch  of  other  crafts.  It  would  be 
obviously  unreasonable  to  expect  that  all  anglers 
should  acquire  these  accomplishments,  especially 
having  regard  to  the  lasting  nature  of  the  articles 
named.  At  the  same  time  it  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  it  is  to  those  who  combine  manufacture 
with  use  and  use  with  manufacture — whether  as 
professionals  or  no — that  we  owe  almost  all  the 
improvements  that  have  been  made  in  the  imple- 
ments of  our  sport. 

In  the  study  of  river  entomology,  the  great 
importance  of  which  is  acknowledged  by  all  who 
follow  the  higher  branches  of  angling,  fly  dressing 
is  almost  as  useful  as  dissecting  is  in  the  study  of 
anatomy.  The  manner  in  which  it  stimulates  the 
angler"s  appreciation  of  the  form  and  colour  of 
the  insects  with  which  he  is  concerned  will  soon 
become  apparent  to  all  who  practice  it.  And, 
finally,  it  may  be  said  that,  if  the  angler  is  not 
a  fly  dresser,  the  fly  which  he  uses  will  not  in  six 
cases  out  of  ten  be  the  true  expression  of  his  ideas 
as  to  what  it  should  really  be.  And  surely,  with 
a  man  so  sensitive  to  detail  as  your  modern 
angler,  this  argument  should  have  considerable 
weight. 

I  remember  some  years  back  reading  an 
article  by  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Wood,  in  which  he  shows 
the  difficulty  of  accurately  describing  any  of 
nature's  colours.  It  was,  I  think,  entitled,  "  Of 
what  Colour  is  a  Dandelion  ? "  and  may  be 
read  in  "  Out  of  Doors."  The  difficulty  of  which 
he  speaks  is  one  which  continually  besets  the 
angler  in  ordering  his  flies,  but  which  may  be,  to  a 
great  exte*ht — though  not  wholly — removed  by  his 
learning  to  dress  them  for  himself.  It  may  even 
be  considerably  modified  by  his  acquiring  a  good 
knowledge  of  the  material  used  in  making  flies, 
which,  with  the  entomological  knowledge  that  he 
already  possesses,  will  carry  him  more  than  half 
way  through  the  task  that  the  beginner  who 
aspires  further  has  to  face. 

I  could  say  a  good  deal  about  the  enjoyment, 
the  artistic  enjoyment,  if  I  may  be  permitted  so 
to  call  it,  which  is  to  be  derived  from  fly  dressing ; 
but,  then,  my  remarks  might  easily  be  mistaken 
for  those  of  an  enthusiast !  I  will,  therefore, 
content  myself  by  saying  that  I  consider  its 
difficulties  to  be  very  much  exaggerated  both 
outside  and  inside  the  ranks  of  its  votaries. 

One  reason  why  the  efforts  of  some  to  learn  fly 
dressing  have  been  irksome  or  unsuccessful  is 
that  they  have  begun  with  the  very  most 
difficult  style,  namely,  the  professional's,  or  fly 
dressing  without  the  aid  of  a  vice.  As  this  was 
the  way  in  which  I  myself  commenced  I  well 
know  what  difficult,  finger  cramping  work  it  is 
for  the  beginner.  I  trust,  however,  that  the 
reader  will  be  so  far  guided  by  my  experience  as 
to  adopt  the  use  of  a  vice  and  some  such 
accessories  and  tools  as  I  shall  shortly  describe, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  he  will  know  fly  dressing 
to  be  what,  if  rightly  gone  about,  it  always  is — 
an  interesting,  easy,  and  useful  recreation. 

One  often  sees  in  papers  requests  for  informa- 
tion regarding  profitable  home  employment.  It 
has  been  a  matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  fly 
dressing  does  not  receive  more  prominence  in  this 
connection.  There  seems  to  be  everything  to 
recommend  it.  The  stock-in-trade  necessary  for 
a  beginning  is  small  and  inexpensive.  The  profits 
are  good,  and,  highest  recommendation  of  all,  the 
demand  for  flies  is  always  brisk,  and  the  market 
never  seems  to  be  overstocked.  I  hope  that  these 
papers  may  be  of  use  to  some  of  those  who  may 
take  up  fly  dressing  as  a  means  of  a  livelihood ; 
though,  of  course,  they  are  primarily  intended 
for  instruction  of  the  amateur  fly  dresser. 

Before  closing  this  chapter  I  cannot  refrain 
from  quoting  the  following  short  passage  from 
Robert  Louis  Stevenson's  "  Virginibus  Puerisque." 
He  is  contrasting  literature  with  painting  as  a 
hobby,  but  bis  words  have  a  very  evident  applica- 
tion to  our  present  subject. 

"  But  painting,  on  the  contrary,  is  often  highly 
•sedative;  because  so  much  of  the  labour,  after 
your  picture  is  once  begun,  la  almost  entirely 
manual,  and  of  that  skilled  port  of  manual  labour 
which  offers  a  continual  series  of  successes,  and 


so  tickles  a  man,  through  his  vanity,  into  good 
humour. 

*  *         *          *  # 

.  .  .  .  "A  stupid  artist,  right  or  wrong,  is 
almost  certain  he  has  found  a  right  tone  or  a  right 
colour,  or  made  a  dexterous  stroke  with  his  brush, 

*  *         *  'J'^f* 

"It  would  be  well  for  all  the  genua  irritabile  to 
add  something  of  skilled  labour  to  intangible 
brain  work." 


WANTED:  A  GUIDE  TO  SEA- 
FISHING 
ON  THE  COASTS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 
AND  IRELAND. 


There  are  at  the  present  day  hundreds — there 
may  be  thousands — of  anglers  in  this  country, 
interested  in  the  sport  of  sea-fishing.  Many  of 
these  find  in  it  a  change  from  the  other  forms  of 
angling  during  the  autunin  months,  seeking  cod 
and  codling  as  a  pleasant  variant  on  chub  and 
carp ;  others,  among  whom  I  have  to  reckon  myself, 
practice  no  other  kind  of  fishing,  year  in,  year 
out.  Of  the  recent  influx  of  adherents  to  the 
B.S.A.S.,  there  is  no  need  to  relate ;  they  will 
soon  be  mustering  in  strength  to  dine,  a  function 
at  which  many  of  them,  at  any  i-ate,  are  as  re- 
doubtable as  at  killing  pollack  and  congers.  It  is 
somewhat  surprising,  however,  when  we  consider 
the  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  amateur 
sea-fishers,  that — I  avail  myself,  it  will  be  ob- 
served, of  a  privelege  which  their  courtesy  and 
kindly  feeling  prohibit  my  friends  of  the  sea-rod 
from  taking — so  slight  a  sketch  of  our  coast  fish- 
r§g  as  my  little  essay,  of  half  a  dozen  years  back 
should,  up  to  the  present,  remain  the  only  attempt 
of  the  kind  to  provide  a  guide  to  our  chief  ports 
and  watering-places.  Of  how  to  catch  fish,  how 
to  bait  our  hooks,  and  where  to  anchor  our  coble, 
there  are  plenty  to  tell  us ;  indeed.  I  much  doubt 
whether  Wilcocks  and  "John  Bickerdyke,"  the 
one  addressing  the  handliner,  the  other  appealing 
to  the  more  recent  advocates  of  the  rod,  have  left 
very  much  to  be  said.  It  must,  however,  be 
confessed  that  neither- the  "  Sea  Fisherman,"  nor 
the  "  Badminton  "  volume  could  be  taken  to  the 
coast  in  the  present  year  of  Jubilee  and  expected 
to  furnish  reliable,  up-to-date  information  on  the 
actual  whereabouts  of  the  fish,  the  name  of  the 
best  local  boatmen,  purveyors  of  tackle  and  bait, 
and  the  host  of  other  local  details,  which  are  of 
so  great  importance  to  the  humblest,  who  have 
but  a  fortnight's  holiday  in  the  year,  and,  in  order 
that  they  may  make  the  most  of  it,  must  have  all 
the  information  cut  and  dried  for  theui  before- 
hand. That  the  writers  of  the  two  monumental 
works  alluded  to  above,  claim  such  perfection  for 
them,  I  do  not  for  one  moment  assert.  They  are 
content  to  know  that  they  have  between  them, 
produced  the  two  very  best  books,  that  will,  in  all 
probability,  ever  be  published,  on  the  general 
principles'  of  the  art.  Nothing  short  of  direct 
inspiration  could  have  enabled  them  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  a  guide-book  for  succeeding 
years ;  for  the  fact  is,  the  conditions  alter  so 
materially,  as  to  necessitate  constant  annual 
revision  and  bringing  up  to  date. 

It  was  in  a  merely  suggestive  spirit  that  I 
rushed  into  the  vacant  arena  with  the  third  part 
of  the  little  book  referred  to,  and  I  sincerely 
trusted  that  someone  blessed  with  a  yacht,  and 
with  those  opportunities— including  a  handsome 
income  and  twelve  months  of  spare  time  in  the 
year— for  personal  observation  which  I  so  sadly 
lacked,  might  take  the  hint,  and,  either  aa  a 
venture,  or  more  probably  as  a  labour  of  love, 
compile  at  first  hand  a  comprehensive  guide  to 
the  principal  coast  towns  of  the  United  Kingdom 
with  charts  and  all  necessary  information— a 
work  that  would  soon  find  a  place  in  every  yacht's 
library  and  in  the  collection  of  many  a  humbler 
fisherman  besides;  a  work  that  might,  in  fact, 
be  produced  with  reasonable  prospects  in  the  form 
of  an  annual. 

Meanwhile,  six  summers  have  come  and  gone, 
and,  with  the  single  honourable  exception  of  the 
pamphlet  issui'd  by  my  successor,  the  lion, 
secretary  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  not  an  attempt  has 
been  made  to  supply  this  pressing  want.  That 
particular  production  I  have  no  intention  of 
criticising.  Like  the  marine  portions  of  the 
'■  Angler's  Diary. "It  is  good  ho  far  as  it  goes;  but 
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undoubtedly  much,  very  much,  remains  to  be 
accomplished. 

I  propone,  having  gone  thus  far,  to  sketch  very 
briefly  the  lines  on  which  this  desideratum  of  the 
anirling  bookshelf  should  be  compiled. 

Imprimis.— AM  information  not  strictly  of  local 
bearing  should  be  consistently  eschewed,  a  rule  to 
which  the  compiler  should  make,  if  possible,  no 
exception.  Let  my  meaning  be  quite  clear  :  The 
book  should  in  every  sense  be  designed  as  a  supple- 
ment, not  as  a  rival,  to  those  already  in  print,  all 
of  which  give  in  detail  the  general  principles.  It 
id  on  the  application  of  those  principles  under 
particular  conditions,  that  vary  according  to 
locality,  that  we  are  in  need  of  further  infor- 
mation. 

Secondly'.— Nothing  should,  save  on  very  un- 
exceptionable authority,  be  admitted  cm  hearsay. 
I  would  even  suggest  careful  handling  of  cor- 
roborative evidence  in  doubtful  cases,  for  the 
unanimity  that  often  exists  among  local  perverters 
of  the  truth  is  a  veritable  lesson  to  those  who 
allow  the  spirit  of  rivalry  to  overcome  good- 
fellowship.  It  is  not  desirable  that  facts  elicited 
from  the  fishermen  respecting  the  sport  to  be  had 
at  other  seasons  should  be  included  without,  at 
any  rate,  some  such  safeguard  as  the  use  of 
different  type. 

Thirdly. — I  would  make  such  a  book  as  cate- 
gorical iis  possible,  giving  only  salient  points 
with  no  interleaving  of  "  fine  writing."  It  should 
be,  in  short,  a  work  of  reference,  and  not  a 
literary  production.  If  not  too  costly,  the  very 
best  form  it  could  take  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
in  a  series  of  tables,  under  some  such  headings  as 
the  following : 

1.  Name  of  place.  2.  Distance  from  town. 
3.  On  what  line.  4.  Fares.  5.  Best  train.  6. 
Lodgings  or  hotels.  7.  Boatmen  8.  Charges. 
9.  Local  supply  of  tackle.  10.  Ditto  bait.  11. 
Fish  most  caught  (summer,  winter ;  local  names 
to  be  given  as  well).  12.  Baits  used.  13.  Marks 
for  boat  fishing.  14.  Any  pier,  harbour,  or  beach 
fishing.  15.  Any  freshwater  fishing  near.  1(1 
Name  and  address  of  local  angling  club. 

Such,  then,  are  the  chief  heads  under  which 
information  is  needed.  I  may  very  possibly  have 
omittedsome  item  of  importance,  and  if  so,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  some  one  will  correct  the  omission 
next  week ;  but  it  appears  to  me  that  a  guide 
book  answering  these  questions  would  confer  a 
very  considerable  boon  on  the  sea-angling  com- 
munity, and  might  not,  indeed,  prove  an  alto- 
gether bad  investment. 

It  would,  more's  the  pity,  take  any  one  man  a 
good  five  years'  cruising  to  accomplish  satis- 
factorily, and  as  the  quest  would  scarcely  offer 
the  fascination  of  a  polar  expedition,  not  much 
is  to  be  hoped  for  its  execution,  unless,  indeed,  a 
number  of  sea  fishermen  will  combine  their  forces 
and  make  a  joint  effort  to  bring  about  the  fulfil- 
ment of  so  useful  a  work.  A  combination  of  this 
sort  once  agreed  on,  the  rest  would  be  plain 
sailing.  Each  would  take  charge  of  one  district, 
and  furnish  headquarters  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible,  with  a  f  ull  report  under  the  above  heads. 
Let  me  give  an  example  by  way  of  showing  what 
is  here  meant  by  "  district,"  and  how  such  par- 
ticulars might  be  given  -with  due  regard  to 
economy  of  space. 

"We  will  suppose  that  I  took  charge  of  the 
Bournemouth  "district."  This  I  should  define 
for  fishing  purposes  as  embracing  the  coast  and 
inlets  from  Swanage  and  Studland  to  Southsea, 
exclusive  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  (which  would  need 
separate  treatment),  but  including  Poole  Harbour, 
the  inland  water  at  Wimborne  and  Ringwood, 
Bournemouth  Bay,  the  freshwater  fishing  at 
Christchurch,  and  the  mullet  and  other  fishing  of 
Southampton  Water  and  Docks. 

Of  Bournemouth  (speaking  for  the  season  of 
1896),  the  following  particulars  might  be  given 
under  their  respective  headings  as  above  : 

1.  Bournemouth  (west).  2.  10i  miles.  3.  L.  & 
S.W.R.  4.  Ret.,  one  month,  31s.  fid.,  19s.  9d., 
16s.  5.  4  55  p.m.,  down.;  7.50  a.m.,  up.  (!. 
Newlyn's,  Grosvenor,  Priory  Mansions,  &c.  7. 
Davis,  Maynard,  Heckford,  &c.  8.  With  man, 
2s.  6d.  per  hour ;  alone,  Is.  6<3.  first  hour ;  Is.  every 
other  hour.  9.  Lightwood's  Sporting  Stores.  10. 
Lugworm  from  Poole  Haibour ;  squid  occasionally 
from  the  Poole  trawlers ;  mussels  from  the  pier , 
hermit-crabs  from  Bridle,  who  lays  down  crab- 
pots.  11.  Flatfish  of  three  kinds ;  smelts  from 
the  pier ;  mackerel  in  August  and  September ; 


pollack  in  July;  bass, on  rare  occasions, from  pier 
in  August,  in  S.W.  wind,  &c. ;  in  winter,  whiting 
outside.  12.  As  above.  13.  Outfall ;  end  of  pier 
in  line  with  chimneys  of  last  bouse  on  left  of 
Exeter-road,  patch  in  Durley  Chine  just  open; 
pier  rocks  :  open  Branksea  Island,  and  keep  boat 
dead  on  end  of  pier,  &c.  14.  Pier  fishing  poor, 
except  as  above  mentioned  ;  no  harbour  or  beach 
fishing.  15.  Fresh  water  fishing  at  Christchurch, 
2s.  OJ.  per  diem;  at  Ringwood,  &c.  •16.  None, 
but  many  of  the  members  of  the  Rowing  Club  go 
in  for  sea  fishing. 

A  chart,  roughly  filled  in  to  show  the  chief 
grounds  in  the  area  dealt  with,  might  be  appended ; 
and  with  a  little  bringing  up  to  date  each  season, 
we  should  have  an  invaluable  aid  in  the  choice  of 
place  each  summer,  and  all  possible  help  as  to 
how  to  set  about  catch  ing  fish  when  our  choice 
had  been  arrived  at. 

Should  my  views  awaken  any  interest  in  the 
thoughts  of  fellow  sea-anglers,  it  is  possible  that 
the  editor  will  allow  correspondence  to  appear  on 
the  project,  even  possible  that  some  means  may  be 
found  of  giving  it  practical  form. 

Perhaps  I  may,  in  conclusion,  be  permitted  to 
state  that  the  committee  of  the  B.S.A.S.  are  collect- 
ing from  members  interesting  sea-tackle,  to  be  so 
arranged  as  to  indicate  the  developments  and 
improvements  made  during  the  past  few  years. 
The  Imperial  Institute  Committee  has  invited  the 
said  collection,  with  the  usual  guarantees  ;  and  I 
just  mention  the  fact  here  in  case  any  amateur 
sea-fishermen,  not  members,  may  have  anything 
of  interest  to  lend  for  the  occasion,  if  so,  the  hon. 
sec,  Mr.  Hy.  Ball,  66,  Haymarket,  will  receive 
them  during  the  first  week  in  April. 

F.  Gr.  Aflalo. 


CAUDEBEC-EN-CAUX. 

(Contd.  from  page  126 .) 

1  was  present  m  church  at  the  service  in  honour 
of  St.  Roch,  and  was  both  amused  and  touched  at 
the  naivete  with  which,  in  the  midst  of  the  most 
solemn  chanting  by  the  priests  and  choir,  the 
tanners  in  their  shirt  sleeves  built  up  and  decked 
the  piles  of  bread.  In  every  town  we  visit  we  find 
the  mode  of  conducting  services  slightly  different. 
Hei-e  the  chief  characteristic  seems  to  be  a  kind 
of  homely  cordiality  between  those  officiating  and 
those  worshipping.  The  people  do  not  so  much 
bring  their  religion  into  their  daily  life  as  their 
daily  life  into  their  public  worship.  The  service 
opens  with  a  procession,  jn  which  the  chief 
officiating  priest  rushes  through  the  church, 
followed  by  the  choir,  &c,  as  if  chasing  an  evil 
spirit  before  him,  violently  shaking  the  holy  water 
out  of  a  very  dirty  brush.  The  stately  beadle,  in 
a  costume  outvieing  in  splendour  that  of  Henry 
VIIL,  with  sword  sticking  out  beyond  his  gorgeous 
coat  tails,  whispers  to  some  young  girl  in  the  con- 
gregation, who  bows  her  head  in  reply,  and  leaves 
her  seat  to  go  round,  escorted  by  a  verger,  to 
collect  the  sous  of  the  faithful.  She  is  followed, 
perhaps,  by  a  nun,  a  priest,  or  another  young  girl, 
one  collection  succeeding  another,  and  an  audible 
merci  echoing  the  chink  of  the  metal  in  the  cup. 
Then  last  of  all  comes  a  shabbily  dressed  woman 
to  demand  payment  for  the  seat  you  occupy — two 
sous  for  one  in  the  middle  aisle,  one  for  one  in 
the  nave,  half  a  sou  for  one  in  the  back  benches. 
The  very  poorest  must  give  their  mite;  you 
cannot  worship  here  for  nothing,  except  when  no 
service  is  going  on.  Between  the  various  col- 
lections a  verger  goes  round  with  a  great  basket 
lined  with  a  white  cloth  and  filled  with  small 
pieces  of  blessed  bread,  which  he  offers  to  every 
one,  giving  little  children  who  cannot  reach  it  a 
good  handful  at  a  time.  Some  of  the  congre- 
gation make  quite  a  meal  of  this  bread,  putting  a 
pile  of  it  on  the  desk  of  their  pries-dieux. 

We  were  fortunate  in  being  here  at  the  time  of 
the  autumn  mascarets,  as  the  great  waves  which 
at  certain  times  of  the  year  rush  up  the  Seine  are 
called.  The  meaning  of  the  word  mascaret  is 
water  rat,  and  it  is  not  very  appropriate  to  the 
phenomenon  it  describes,  but  it  serves  to  dis- 
tinguish the  grand  flat  from  the  ordinary  high 
tide.  Tradition  ascribes  a  very  poetic  origin  to 
the  phenomenon,  for  an  old  myth  tells  how 
Neptune,  the  God  of  the  Sea,  enamoured  of  the 
nymph  Heva,  sent  his  white  maned  horses  in 
pursuit  of  her,  but  just  as  they  were  about  to 
reach  her,  her  father.  Bacchus,  turned  her  into 


water.  His  ardour  undamped  even  by  this  chil 
reception,  the  god  continues  his  pursuit,  though  n 
always  with  equal  passiou.  However  this  may 1 
the  great  wave  comes  with  unfailing  regularity,  an 
with  a  punctuality  rare  indeed  in  France,  d 
after  day,  night  after  night,  at  the  time  of  ne 
and  full  moon,  increasing  gradually  in  size  a~ 
force,  till  it  reaches  what  they  call  here  its  co 
efficient  or  climax,  and  gradually  subsides. 

Long  before  the  mascaret  is  due,  crowds  begii 
to  assemble  on  the  quays,  climbing  on  the  benches 
on  piles  of  wood,  on  the  roofs  of  caravans  an 
carriages — grand  ladies  in  the  height  of  Paris? 
fashion,  female  bicyclists  in  bloomer  costume 
divided  skirts,  soldiers  and  gendarmes,  townsfo 
and  peasants,  all  chatting  together  and  fraterni 
ing  in  a  way  never  seen  any  where  but  in  friendly, 
sociable  country  disti-icts  of  France. 

The  first  sign  that  the  big  wave  is  really  coming 
is  the  running  down  to  shelter  of  the  clumsy 
bac  a.  vapeur,  the  next  the  putting  forth  in  a 
queer,  lumbering  old  craft,  pi-opelled  by  a  single 
oar,  of  a  wild  looking  sailor,  whom  we  have 
dubbed  the  Wizard  of  the  Seine,  for  in  fair 
weather  or  foul,  by  day  or  by  night,  he  never  fails 
to  go  forth  to  meet  the  mascaret.  Presently  a 
line  of  white  foam  appears  far  away,  some  four 
miles  off ;  the  crowd  begins  to  stir ;  there  is  a 
shout  from  some  of  le  voila  !  and  the  excitement 
rapidly  increases.  The  children  dance,  clap  their 
hands,  and  shout  with  glee.  Slowly  at  first,  but 
gradually  increasing  in  speed,  the  line  of  foam 
approaches,  and  in  two  or  three  minutes  more  we 
see  a  mighty  wall  of  water  rushing  up  the  Seine, 
sending  long  arms  of  boiling  foam  up  every 
inlet  in  the  banks,  hurling  masses  of  stone, 
weighing  at  least  half  a  ton,  upon  the  shore,  and 
when  it  reaches  the  narrow  channel  opposite 
Caudebec,  swelling  into  a  very  mountain  of  angry 
water,  and  dashing  onward  at  a  tremendous  speed. 
There  is  a  shriek  at  the  farther  end  of  the  quay. 
Some  incautious  visitor  has  approached  too  near, 
and  has  been  deluged  with  mud  and  foam.  A 
kind  of  panic  sets  in,  everyone  runs  away — there 
is  a  regular  stampede,  but  we,  who  have  not  had 
a  ducking,  follow  the  rush  of  people  to  watch  the 
big  breakers  rolling  in  at  the  landing  stage, 
the  boats  at  anchor  rocking  and  dragging  at 
their  chains.  The  first  great  wave  has  passed  now, 
but  a  second,  nearly  as  large,  follows  it,  and 
behind  that  come  what  are  called  the  Etelles,  or 
smaller  waves,  on  the  last  of  which  the  ferry  boat 
returns,  but  there  is  no  sign  of  the  Wizard  of  the 
Seine.  Has  he,  perhaps,  gone  down  to  mock 
old  Neptune  at  this  fresh  defeat  ?  Disastrous  as 
the  mascaret  must  be  for  the  country,  and  fatal 
as  it  is  to  the  fish,  it  is  a  sight  well  worth  coming 
from  England  to  see.  It  must  cost  the  Govern- 
ment a  small  fortune  to  make  and  keep  up  the 
embankments,  but  for  which  it  would  sweep  away 
every  town  and  village  in  its  course.  Even  now 
the  damage  done  is  often  very  great,  for  at  every 
co-efficient  breaches  are  made  in  weak  points  of  the 
defences,  and  great  slices  are  eaten  out  of  the  banks, 
cauting  heavy  loss  to  the  cultivateurs.  The  mas- 
caret first  shows  itself  a  few  miles  above  Honfleur, 
where  the  river,  the  course  of  which  is  extremely 
rapid,  meets  the  advance  guard  of  Neptune's 
forces,  and  it  culminates  opposite  Villequier  and 
Caudebec,  gradually  subsiding  beyond  the  little, 
town  till  it  sinks  into  insignificance  just  below' 
Rouen. 

More  exciting  to  the  inhabitants,  because  more 
rare  than  the  mascaret,  was  the  two  hours'  visit  of 
President  Faure.  He  came  to  open  the  shooting 
season  in  the  woods  of  Maulevrier  and  Brotonne, 
and  his  progress  down  the  Seine  might  have  been 
that  of  a  monarch  of  olden  times,  so  wildly 
enthusiastic  was  the  welcome  accorded  to  him. 
The  whole  population  of  Caudebec  began  to 
prepare  for  his  arrival  at  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  day  before.  All  the  available 
carts  of  the  place  were  taken  up  into  the  woods, 
and  came  back  laden  with  young  fir  trees  cut  ofll 
just  above  the  roots,  which  were  set  up  in  rows, 
in  holes  dug  beforehand,  outside  the  chief  hotels. 
Our  landlord  told  me  his  twenty  trees  cost  him 
two  sous  each,  one  for  the  tree  itself,  the  other 
for  the  cutting  down.  Arches  spanned  the  market 
place  and  the  principal  streets,  bearing  the  arms 
of  Caudebec— three  salmon,  one  abpve  the  other, 
in  silver  artificial  flowers,  set  in  damp  moss — or 
sentences  such  as  "  Vive  Felix  Faure, "  "  Vive  la 
Republic,''  "Tout  pour  tous  et  partous";  from 
every  house  and  lamp-post  drooped  tri-oolonred 
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in  many  cases  mixed  with  the  yellow 
standard  of  the  Czar,  and  at  the  chief  hotels  with 
the  Union  Jack  of  England.    Our  little  people 
caught  the  spirit  of  enthusiasm,  and  spent  hours 
making  garlands  in  the  woods  for  the  decoration 
of  our  hotel,  but  we  did  not,  of  course,  expect  to 
have  any  actual  share  in  the  reception  of  the  great 
man.    However,  a  few  hours  before  he  was  due, 
we  were  asked  to  allow  our  little  daughter  to 
present  him  with  a  bouquet  on  the  part  of  the 
English  ladies  stopping  in  Caudebec.    Of  course 
we  consented,  and  to  this  we  owed  a  good  position 
for  seeing  the  arrival,  the  little  lady,  in  her  white 
dress,  holding  up  a  bouquet  of  many  coloured 
gladioli  nearly  as  big  as  herself  acting  as  an 
'•  open  sesame "  through  the  serried  ranks  of 
Carabiniers,  Forestiers,  Enfants  de  Caudebec,  &c, 
not  to  speak  of  the  notables  of  the  Conseil 
Municipal.    We  had  waited  a  long  time  in  the 
hot  sun,  and  there  was  scarcely  standing  ground 
left,  when  there  was  a  shout  behind  us,  and  a 
hig  cart  fall  of  gravel  clove  its  way  through  the 
densely  packed  crowds.    This  gravel  must  be 
strewn  in  the  path  of  the  President  at  whatever 
cost  to  our  costumes  and  tempers.    ''How  very 
French  to  leave  such  a  thing  to  the  last  moment," 
observed  an  English  lady;  but  it  was  by  no 
means  the  last  moment,  for  the  gunboat  bringing 
the  President  from  Duclair  was  an  hour  and  a 
half  late.    At  last,  however,  the  Sainte  Barb 
hove  in  sight,  salute  after  salute  was  fired,  shouts  of 
•  Vive  Felix  Faure"  rent  the  air,  and  the  ferry  boat, 
converted  for  the  nonce  into  a  salon  by  the  liberal 
use  of  crimson  cloth,  went  forth  to  meet  it,  bearing 
the  Mayor  of  Caudebec.    Directly  the  President, 
a  tall,  fine  looking  man,  with  whitening  hair,  set 
foot  on  shore,  our  little  maid  was  told  to  present 
her  bouquet,  which  she  did  timidly,  but  prettily. 
M.  Faure  was  evidently  pleased  and  surprised  at 
this  attention  from  the  English.    He  bent  down 
to  ask  a  few  questions  and  shake  hands  with  the 
(1  mor,  who,  however,  was  quite  too  much  awed  to 
say  a  word  on  her  own  or  anyone  else's  behalf. 
The   next  moment    the  band  struck  up  the 
Marsellaise ;  our  part  in  the  ceremony  was  over, 
and  we  drew  back  for  the  President  and  his  escort 
of  deputies  to  pass.    He  paused  at  almost  every 
step  to  ask  a  question   or  two  as  to  where 
this    medal  was    won,  what    campaigns  this 
Old  soldier  had  served  in,  and  so  on.  Alto- 
gether the  head  of  the  State  impressed  us  all 
most  favourably.    Tired   though  he  evidently 
was,  he  went  all  through  the  town  on  foot, 
stopping  to  receive  a  bouquet,  or  to  listen  to  a 
speech  at  every  comer.    He  visited  the  hospice, 
sjoing  through  every  ward,  and  saying  a  cheering 
word  to  each  patient,  and  when  he  drove  off  for 
Villequier  at  six  in  the  evening,  he  had  succeeded 
i  ti  winning  all  hearts.  It  was  gratifying  to  be  told 
that  in  his  speech  at  the  Mairie  he  had  referred 
to  having  been  bien  flalte,  by  the  gift  of  the 
English  bouquet,  and  that  it  also  pleased  the 
( 'audebecians  themselves  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  senators  likened  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  people  of  Caudebec  for  the  head  of  the 
State  to  a  sentiment  of  loyalty  (he  used  the 
English  word)  emportu  de  VAnyleterre  ! 

Nancy  Bell. 


look  at  most  things  from  a  humorous  point  of 
view.  Take,  as  an  example,  the  way  in  which  he 
winds  up  a  serious  dissertation  upon  the  effects  of 
colour  in  fly-dressing : 

"  Do  colours  of  different  kinds  present  the  same 
hues  to  the  vision  of  fish  as  they  do  to  our  eyes  ? 
The  merciful  powers  forbid  that  it  should  be 
otherwise,  else  what  tommy-rot  some  of  us  have 
written  in  our  time  about  being  careful  to  get  the 
exact  shade  of  feather  and  silk." 

But  apart  from  all  this,  many  useful  hints  will 
be  found  scattered  over  the  pages  of  the  book, 
which  has  a  melancholy  interest  as  being  the  last 
work  of  the  kind  done  by  its  writer.  That  it  has 
been  published,  to  use  the  words  of  the  reverend 
editor's  introduction,  "  with  the  hope  that 
purchasers  of  it  may  be  numerous,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  every  copy  sold  will  be  of  some 
pecuniary  advantage  to  her  who  'halved  his 
sorrows  and  doubled  his  joys,'  and  whose  grief  is 
shared  by  the  many  friends  whom  he  attached  to 
himself  by  his  spoken  or  written  words,"  will 
naturally  tend  to  accentuate  the  success  which  it 
deserves  on  its  merits. 


FIVE  EARLY  WALTONS  AT 
AUCTION. 


THE  VALOR  ROD  REST. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  for  pond  and  lake 
fishing  for  carp,  tench,  bream,  &c,  a  good  rod 
rest  is  most  useful.  Several  have  been  brought 
out  and  noticed  by  us,  but  one  of  the  best,  because 
one  of  the  simplest  and  strongest,  is  the  new  one 


"AN  ANGLER'S  BASKET." 


The  late  Mr.  T.  E.  Pritt's  "An  Angler's 
Basket,"  will  be  read  by  those  who  had  the 
advantage  of  his  personal  aquaintance,  with 
mingled  feelings.  Mr.  Pritt  was  a  good  angler,  a 
good  fellow,  and  above  all  a  good  teller  of  stories. 
Of  these  he  had  an  apparently  inexhaustible 
store,  and  the  "  Basket."  it  is  to  be  presumed,  holds 
the  pick  of  them.  How  he  used  to  garnish  his 
speeches  on  festive  occasions  with  them,  "  setting 
the  table  on  a  roar,''  is  a  thing  not  easily  to  be 
forgotten  by  those  who  have  had  the  privilege  of 
listening  to  him.  They  were  mostly  dialect 
stories,  and  if  the  genuine  Scot  or  Hibernian 
might  feel  inclined  to  smile  at  the  manner  of 
some  of  his  (admitted)  "  inventions,"  the  matter 
was  invai-iably  good  enough  to  find  immediate 
and  hearty  appreciation.  *  But  even  the  reader 
who  had  never  met  Mr.  Pritt  in  ,the  flesh  will 
find  in  the  "  basket "  much  that  should  interest 
and  amuse  him.  If  the  practical  part  is  some- 
what overweighted  by  the  humorous,  that  can 
scarcely  be  held  to  be  a  fault  in  a  work  appealing 
chiefly  to  anglers.    Mr.  Pritt  was  accustomed  to 


just  put  on  the  market  by  the  Valor  Company, 
Church-street,  Birmingham.  The  illustrations 
explain  it  clearly.  It  is  also  made  we  believe 
with  a  clamp  to  screw  on  to  the  side  of  a  boat  or 
punt.  It  can  also  be  used  with  advantage  when 
legering  or  stret-pegging  in  a  river. 


It  is  but  rarely  that  students  of  Walton  find 
so  many  early  editions  at  one  sale  as  was  the 
case  on  Friday,  Feb.  26,  when  Messrs.  Sotheby, 
Wilkinson,  and  Hodge  offered  copies  of  the 
first  five  editions  of  "The  Compleat  Angler" 
for  sale  at  their  well-known  rooms  at  Wellington- 
street,  Strand.    The  five  books  were  advertised  as 
the  property  of  a  gentleman  in  Norfolk,  being 
"  uniformly  bound  in  dark  green  morocco  extra, 
with  gilt  edges."    The  first  edition  of  Walton 
appeared  in  1653,  and  readers  of  the  Fiehl  may 
remember  that  last  December  Messrs.  Sotheby 
sold  a  copy  at  their  rooms  for  the  extraordinary 
sum  of  £415.    As  regards  the  copy  sold  yesterday, 
however,  a  few  leaves  had  the  text  cut  into,  and 
this  was  the  case  with  the  three  following  lots ; 
in  one  of  them  there  were"  some  small  wormholes 
at  the  bottom  throughout."    All  the  editions  sold 
were  published  by  Rich.  Marriot,  London,  the 
dates  being  1653,  1661, 1665,  1668,  and  1676,  and 
the  last  included  the  additions  of  Charles  Cotton 
and  Col.  Robert  Venables,  the  general  printed 
title  being  cut  round  and  backed,  and  the  second 
title  being  without  the  vignette.    The  last  lot 
(1367)  was  advertised  as  follows :  "  Walton.  *  The 
Compleat  Angler;'  being  instructions  how  to 
angle  for  a  trout  or  grayling  in  a  clear  stream, 
part  II.  (the  first  edition  of  Chas.  Cotton),  title 
slightly  cut  into  at  bottom,  calf  extra,  m.e. 
London,  R.  Marriot.    1676."    The  auctioneers 
reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of  selling  the 
lots  together  or  separately,  the  latter  way  being 
ultimately  decided  upon.    The  bidding  was  at 
no  time  brisk,  and,  starting  at  £50,  the  first 
edition  was  knocked  down  at  £176,  the  bids 
going  up  at  about  £1  a  time.    The  modern  green 
morocco  binding  and  gilt  edges  probably  bad 
something  to  do  with  this  great  drop  from  £  LIS 
to  £176.    The  second  edition  sold  for  £19  10s.; 
the  third  for  £30  10a. ;  the  fourth  for  £9  5s. ;  the 
fifth  for  £5;  the  Part  II.  of  the  "Compleat 
Angler,"  mentioned  above,  realising  :58s.    In  the 
same  collection  were  also  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Walton  and  Cotton  Club,  instituted  March 
13,  181!t,  privately  printed,  which  went  for  a 
guinea,  while  portraits  of  Walton  and  Cotton,  a 
picture  of  the  former's  house  in  Fleet-street,  and 
the  badge  of  the  aforesaid  club  brought  10s.  The 
first  edition    of   Moses    Browne's  "Compleat 
Angler  "  (the  sixth  of  Walton)  was  sold  for  16s., 
while  no  more  than  5s.  was  paid  for  the  succeed- 
ing issue.    Sir  J.  Hawkins's  edition  brought  but 
a  shilling  more,  but  Howlett's  (first)  edition 
realised  30s.    The  bidding  for  all  the  lots  was 
over  in  about  fifteen  minutes.    Altogether  the 
first  five  editions  realised  £242  33.,  and  the  whol.- 
of  the  Waltonian  collection  £246  Us—  Field. 
Feb.  27, 1897. 


Marriage  of  E.  M.  Tod's  Daughter.— A 
large  and  fashionable  company  assembled  on 
Feb.  24  to  witness  the  marriage  of  Mr.  John  Basil 
Feilding,  eldest  son  of  the  late  Hon.  and  Rev. 
Charles  W.  A.  Feilding,  and  grandson  of  the 
seventh  Earl  of  Denbigh  and  Desmond,  with 
Emily  Margaret,  only  daughter  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod, 
of  Brighton,  and  granddaughter  of  the  late  Gen. 
Tod,  of  the  East  India  Company  Service  and 
78th  Highlanders,  in  which  crack  regiment  he 
served  his  first  three  years  as  an  ensign.  The 
service  was  timed  to  take  place  at  half-past  two 
o'clock,  but  the  wedding  guests  began  to  arrive 
long  before  that  hour.    The  ceremony  was  im- 
pressively performed  by  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord 
Bishop  of   Norwich,  Assisted  by  the  Rev.  C. 
Watson  Bond,  vicar  of  St.  Nicholas,  Brighton. 
The  bride  was  given  away  by  her  father.  The 
bridesmaids  were ;  Miss  Beatrice  Blunt,  cousin  of 
the  bride,  and  daughter  of  General  Blunt,  R.A., 
C.B. ;  also  Miss  Adelaide  Maiy  and  Miss  Lucy 
Feilding,  sisters  of  the  bridegroom.    The  best 
the  Hon.  Everard  Feilding,  brother  of 
of  Denbigh  and  cousin  to  the  bride- 
After  the  wedding  Mrs.  Tod  held  a 
at  the  Grosvenor  Hotel,  which  was 
well' attended.    Everything  went  off  without  a 
hitch,  and  the  happy  pair  in  due  course  started 
for  their  honeymoon.    We  are  quite  sure  that  a 
great  many  of  pur  readers,  friends  of  our  old 
friend  and  contributor,  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  will  join  us 
in  hoping  that  the  marriage  of  hia  very  charming 
daughter  may  prove  in  every  way  a  huppy  one. 


FAMILIAR  WILD  FLOWERS* 


man  was 
the  Earl 
groom, 
reception 


The  first  part  (complete  in  twenty-one  weekly 
numbers)  of  "  Familiar  Wild  Flowers  "  has  lwen 
received  from  Cassell  and  Co.,  the  publishers. 
Each  number  contains  ten  plates  of  flowers, 
exquisitely  portrayed  and  printed,  whilst  the 
paper  and  letterpress  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 
Indeed,  the  little  work,  when  complete,  will  make 
a  very  handsome  volume.  The  subject  matter  is  - 
supplied  by  P.  E.  Hulm'e,  F.Z.S.,  F.S.A.,  and  a 
caaualy  glance  is  sufficient  to  see  that  the  author 
fully  understands  hia  work.  Wild  flowers  are  too 
little  noticed  by  the  country  side  visitor,  and  often 
passed  by  without  a  word  or  thought.  They  are 
infinitely  beautiful,  and  the  more  they  are 
examined  the  more  lovely  they  appear.  Without 
the  wild  flowers,  our  hind  would  indeed  be  bare 
and  uninteresting.  What  it  more  beautiful  than 
the  hedgerows  covered  with  wild  rosea;  or,  more 
fragrant  to  smell  and  behold  than  the  honey- 
suckle,  when  in  full  bloom  F  The  ten  platoa  in 
part  one  are  the  Field  Convolvulus,  Field  Rose, 
Meadow  Crane'a  Bill,  Silver  Weed,  Apple 
BlosBom,  Borage,  Scarlet  Poppy,  Arum,  or  Cuckoo 
Pint,  Sweet  Violet,  and  Primroae.  The  plates 
are  coloured  to  nature,  and  quite  a  work  of  art. 
Part  two  will  be  issued  on  March  11. 

•  Familiar  Wild  Flower*,  by  F.  B.  Holme,  P.Z.8., 
F.S.A.,  Cassell  and  Co.  Limited,  London.  Weekly  parti, 
lixpenoa. 
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THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


[My  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  wo  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year  ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  bo  able  to  supplement  or 
oorrect  tho  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death. 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Qazette.] 


No.  58. 


KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE  (continued). 

Rivers  of  Kirkcudbrightshire. 

The  Kirkgunzeon  Burn  rises  at  Lang  Fell, 
and  falls  into  the  Urr  immediately  above  its 
mouth.  It  is  joined  seven  miles  from  its  source 
by  Blairshinnoch  Burn,  and  three  miles  from  its 
mouth  by  Culloch  Burn.  The  chief  proprietor  is 
Mr.  Maxwell-Stewart,  of  Terregles.  The  length 
of  the  stream  is  eight  or  nine  miles,  and  it  affords 
good  burn  trout  fishing.    March,  April,  and  Sep- 


tember are  the  best  months.  It  can  only  be  fished 
by  leave  of  the  proprietors.  The  trout  run  from 
an  oz.  to  a  lb.,  but  four  to  a  lb.  is  perhaps  an 
average.  The  stream  is  easily  fished,  being  free 
from  trees  or  brushwood.  The  most  convenient 
places  to  stay  at  are  Dalbeattie  or  Dumfries. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Kirkgunzeon ;  thence  a  few 
hundred  yards  to  the  river. 

The  Lane  flows  out  of  Loch  Sting,  and  is 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  long.  It  is  very  deep, 
being,  indeed,  a  succession  of  small  lochs  joined 
together  by  long  narrow  necks  of  still  water.  The 
trout  are  not  very  numerous,  but  they  are  large 
—  up  to  about  41b.  —  and  fight  fiercely  when 
hooked ;  and,  unless  the  angler  has  very  strong 
tackle,  the  chances  of  landing  them  are  rather 
faint.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  strong  weed,  both  round  the  sides 
and  growing  from  the  bottom.  Unless  the 
angler,  when  he  hooks  a  big  fish,  can  run  him  by 
main  force  along  the  surface  of  the  water,  and 
land  him,  he  will,  in  all  likelihood,  lose  him.  If 
the  fish  be  allowed  to  sink,  tackle  is  almost  sure 
to  be  broken  among  the  weeds.  Leave  to  fish  the 
Lane  must  be  got.  Inn  accommodation  at  Cars- 
phaim,  some  four  or  five  miles  off.  Route :  Same 
as  the  Deugh,  which  see. 


The  Polmaddy  flows  into  the  Deugh  a  li 
above  its  junction  with  the  Ken.     It  conta' 
capital  trout,  and  good  baskets  are  to  be  made 
the  season,  especially  with  worm.     They  bi 
greedily  when  the  stream  is  flooded,  and  when 
clear  fly  does  well  also.    Salmon  are  sometimes 
got  here  late  in  the  season.  Accommodation 
be  had  at  Carsphairn,  four  or  five  miles 
Route  :  Same  as  the  Deugh,  which  see. 

The  Palnure  rises  in  Craigdhu  of  Minnigaff, 
and  falls  into  the  Cree,  four  miles  from  its  mouth. 
The  Greddoch,  and  some  other  hill  streams,  fall 
into  it  in  its  course,  which  is  about  ten  miles.  The 
chief  proprietors  are  Major  Armitage,  of  Kir- 
roughtrie;  Mr.  M'Kie,  of  Bargaly;  and  Major 
Stewart,  of  Cairnsmore,  and  it  is  not  open  to  the 
public.  It  contains  sea  and  river  trout,  and  fair 
sport  is  often  got — say,  two  dozen  trout,  or  a 
dozen  herling  and  trout.  Accommodation  at 
Newton-Stewart,  three  miles  off.  Route  :  By  rail 
to  Newton-Stewart ;  thence  hire  three  miles. 

The  Penkill. — See  Smaller  Streams. 

The  Pulharrow  Burn.— See  Smaller  Streams. 

The  Shirmers  Burn  rises  in  Troquhain,  and 
after  passing  the  estates  of  Barlay,  Kenmure,  and 
Shirmers,  joins  the  Ken.  It  is  a  good  stream, 
and  permission  to  fish  is  easily  obtained.    Inns  at 


A  HOLIDAY   IJ^  THE  BLUE  MOUNTAIN'S  OF  JAMAICA. 

(See  page  145,  February  27). 


A  comer  of  the  garden,  showing  the  house,  and,  in  the  foreground,  the 
handsome  leaves  of  the  coco  (Colt)cctti(i  antiquoritin) . 


The  diabolical  attempt  to  turn  the  river.  Ledhu,  without  clothes,  in 
the  act  of  giving  unasked  advice  to  Headlam,  owing  to  the  neglect  of 

which,  according  to  Ledhu,  the  failure  was  due. 


The  youth  of  bad  character  who  sat  grinning  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river,  awaiting  his  opportunity  to  grab. 


Robert,  who  at«  the  yams,  and  Rufus,  whom  ho  neglected. 
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New  Galloway.    Route :  By  rail  to  New  Gallo- 


way. 

The  Skyre  Burn  rises  in  the  north  of  Anwoth 
parish,  and  falls  into  Fleet  Bay.  It  yields  fair 
trout  fishing,  but  leave  is  necessary.  Chief 
proprietors :  Miss  M'Culloch,  of  Kirkclaugh ; 
Mrs.  M'Culloch  Jameson,  of  Ardwall ;  and  Sir  W. 
F.  Maxwell,  Bart.,  of  Cardoness.  The  stream  is 
about  twelve  miles  long — open  pastoral  scenery. 
This  stream  often  rises  with  such  rapidity  to  a 
dangerous  height  that  the  proverbial  expression, 
"  a  Skyrebura  warning,"  is  applied  to  anything 
very  unexpected  that  occurs  in  the  district. 
Ravenshall,  a  great  resort  of  tourists,  and  Dirk 
Hatterick's  Cave,  near  to  it,  are  four  miles  from 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  drive  from  Gate- 
house to  Ravenshall,  and  on  to  Creetown,  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  south  of  Scotland.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Dromore  ;  thence  hire. 

The  Tarff  rises  in  Loch  Whinyeon,  and,  after 
a  run  of  eight  miles,  falls  into  the  Dee  near  Kirk- 
cudbright. The  chief  proprietors  are  Mr.  Murray- 
Stewart,  of  Cally ;  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Neilson,  of 
Queenshill;  and  Mr.  Maitland,  of  Compstone, 
who  very  kindly  give  leave  to  fish  it.  March, 
April,  and  May  are  the  best  months,  and  very 
good  burn  trout  fishing  is  then  to  be  had.  From 
the  beginning  of  July  to  the  end  of  October 
herling,  sea  trout,  and  salmon  are  got,  but  the 
latter  are  not  plentiful  by  any  means.  The  river 
trout  run  from  a  ^lb.  to  ilb.,  and  three  dozen  is  a 
fair  take.  Inn  accommodation  at  Ringford 
village,  close  to  the  river.  Route:  By  rail  to 
Tarff ;  thence  walk  a  mile  to  Ringford  village. 

The  Urr  flows  out  of  Loch  Urr,  and,  after  an 
uninteresting  run,  it  enters  and  flows  through  as 
beautiful  a  valley  as  may  be  seen  in  the  south  of 
Scotland,  and  then  falls  into  the  Solway  Firth. 
It  affords  fair  trout  fishing,  sea  trout  fishing,  and 
salmon  also  go  up.  The  trout  run  from  ilb. 
upwards,  and  leave  to  fish  is  to  be  mostly  had  for 
asking.  Rod  season  :  Feb.  25  to  Nov.  30. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Urr,  which  see. 

Smaller  Streams.— The  Arie,  the  Broomhill, 
the  Birkland  Burn,  the  Bow,  the  Boreland,  the 
Bridge  House,  the  Brisket,  the  Carsphairn  Lane, 
the  Cree  Bank,  the  Cargen,  the  Carnselloch,  the 
Clauchrie,  the  Cardoskin,  the  Craddoch,  the 
Caradon,  the  Carrouch,  the  Croach,  the  Eglin 
Lane,  the  Fardin,  the  Fingland,  the  Folk  Burn, 
the  Glengainoch,  the  Glenamour,  the  Gilston,  the 
Garryhorn,  the  Garple,  the  Hawse,  the  Kirk- 
andrew,  the  Loch-park,  the  Marbrack,  the  Mid 
Burn,  the  Pow,  the  Pullskaig,  the  Penkill,  the 
Pochriegarin,  the  Polwhat,  the  Pulharrow,  and 
the  Plunton  are  small  streams  also  in  this  county 
—many  of  them  yielding  fair  burn  fishing. 
LANARKSHIRE. 
This  is  a  manufacturing  and  mining  county  of 
great  extent  and  wealth.  In  the  Upper  "Ward 
there  are  some  good  trouting  streams,  and  first- 
rate  low-country  shooting.  Lochs  Crane,  Black, 
Hillend,  Drumpellier,  Scalloch,  Lily,  Lochwood, 
Long,  and  Woodend  are  in  this  county,  but  they 
are  next  to  worthless  for  fishing.  The  following 
are  the  chief  streams. 

Rivers  of  Lanarkshire. 
The  Avon  rises  near  Distincthorn  Hill  in  Ayr- 
shire, and  falls  into  the  Clyde  near  Hamilton.  Its 
tributaries  are  the  Glengavel  (with  its  feeders  the 
Woolan  and  Halls  Burn),  the  Drumclog  Bum 
(beside  the  famous  battlefield  of  that  name),  the 
Calder,  the  Lochar,  the  Kype,  and  the  Pomillion, 
contiguous  to  Strathaven.  Some  small  portions 
of  the  river  are  open  to  the  public,  but  the  lower 
reaches  are  strictly  preserved.  The  best  time  is 
from  the  middle  of  March  till  the  middle  of  June, 
and  from  early  in  August  till  the  end  of  October. 
The  trout  are  numerous  in  all  parts  of  the  river, 
but  especially,  of  course,  where  it  is  preserved. 
They  run  from  Jib.  to  lib.,  and  up  to  21b.,  31b , 
41b.,  or  51b.,  and  are  of  excellent  quality.  Strath- 
aven is  the  best  place  to  stay  at.  It  is  sixteen 
miles  from  Glasgow,  and  eight  from  Hamilton. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Stefthaven;  thence  a  short 
walk  to  the  river. 

The  Biggar  rises  about  four  miles  north-west 
of  Biggar,  and  falls  into  the  river  Tweed,  about  a 
mile  below  Broughton.  It  is  about  ten  miles  long, 
and  yields  capital,  trout  fishing,  especially  with  a 
high  wind— indeed,  a  wet,  stormy  day  suits  it  best. 
It  is  all  open  to  the  public.  The  trout  average 
Hb.,  and  they  get  into  condition  very  early  in  the 
season.   March  is  a  good  month,  and  the  stream 


fishes  till  October.  The  best  place  to  live  at  is 
Biggar,  which  is  a  good  angling  centre,  being 
within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  rivers  Clyde, 
Tweed,  Medwyn,  and  lots  of  smaller  streams. 
Trains  can  be  got  from  Biggar  early  enough  in  the 
morning  to  allow  a  long  day's  fishing  on  any  of  these 
streams,  while  a  walk  of  from  two  to  five  miles 
will  take  the  angler  to  several  hill  burns,  where 
capital  baskets  can  be  got  with  small  worm. 
There  are  inns  at  Biggar.  The  Clyde  is  one  and 
a  half  miles  off,  the  Tweed  six  miles  off,  and  the 
Lyne  water  can  also  be  easily  reached.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Biggar  ;  thence  hire  or  walk ;  or  by  rail 
to  Broughton ;  thence  fish  up  stream. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Stronachlachar  is  at  the  head  of  Loch 
Katrine  in  the  heart  of  Rob  Roy's  country,  and  is 
i-eached  by  steamer  from  the  Trossachs,  between 
which  and  Callander  and  Aberfoyle  Railway 
Stations  coaches  run  daily  in  summer.  It  can 
also  be  i-eached  by  steamer  from  Balloch  or 
Tarbet  on  Loch  Lomond  to  Inversnaid,  and 
thence  by  coach  daily.  The  whole  district  is  lovely, 
and  well  worth  a  visit.  Stronachlachar  Hotel  is 
very  beautifully  situated  close  to  Loch  Katrine, 
and  with  splendid  views  over  it.  Yisitors  can  fish 
Loch  Katrine,  close  by ;  Loch  Chon,  three  miles 
off ;  Loch  Drimnagowran ;  Loch-an-Moulnagairn, 
three  miles  off;  Loch  Tinker,  four  miles  off; 
Loch-an-Larigh,  four  miles  off  ;  the  Forth,  five 
miles  off;  the  Gyle,  two  miles  off;  and  the 
Portnellan  Burn,  two  miles  off. 

The  Trossachs  are  situated  amid  the  most 
splendid  Highland  scenery,  about  eight  miles 
from  Callander,  and  are  "made  classic  by  Sir 
Walter  Scott,  in  his  "Lady  of  the  Lake."  Coaches 
ran  twice  a  day  or  oftener  between  Callander  and 
Aberfoyle  Railway  Stations  and  this  favourite 
resort— both  drives  being  as  fine  as  anything  m 
the  Highlands.  Thousands  of  tourists  visit  the 
Trossachs  every  summer,  and  are  charmed  with 
its  many  attractions.  The  Trossachs  Hotel  is 
very  finely  situated,  and  visitors  can  fish  Loch 
Katrine  and  River,  a  mile  off  ;  Loch  Achray  and 
River,  close  by ;  Loch  Vennachar,  three  miles  off ; 
Loch  Drunkie,  four  miles  off ;  Tinker  Burn,  four 
miles  off.  (To  be  continued.) 


THE  "  SPIN  BROWN"  TROLLING 

TACKLE  FOR  SEA  FISHING. 
In  spinning  or  trailing  from  a  rowing  boat  in 
the  sea  for  mackerel,  pollack,  codlings,  and  other 
fish,  the  power  of  being  able  to  regulate  and  alter 
the  depth  at  which  the  bait  travels  under  the 


I  have  found  in  practice  that  to  accomplish  this 
the  best  method  is  to  use  a  good  heavy  sinker 
(say,  of  lib.  or  LUb.  weight),  with  at  least  '20yds. 
of  line  (or  snood)  between  the  sinker  and  the  bait. 
With  a  hand-line  so  fitted  this  is  easily  accom- 
plished, and  the  depth  at  which  the  bait  can  be 
made  to  travel  under  the  water  can  be  regulated 
by  the  depth  at  which  the  sinker  is  allowed  to 
sink  in  the  water.    Thus : 

Now,  there  is  no  question  that  there  is  far  more 
"  sport  "  in  catching  a  fish  with  a  rod  than  with 
a  hand-line,  but  how  to  work  a  rod.  and  reel  up  a 
fish,  when  using  a  lib.  sinker,  with  20yds.  or  uiore 
of  line  beyond  the  sinker,  has  hitherto  been  a 
difficulty ;  if  a  fish  is  hooked  the  sinker  prevents 
the  line  behind  it  from  being  reeled  up,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  immense  strain  of  the  sinker  itself 
on  the  rod. 

After  trials  of  several  methods,  the  following 
simple  device  (which,  as  far  as  I  know,  is  an 
entirely  new  one)  has  in  practice  been  found  to 
work  most  admirably. 

Instead  of  having  the  sinker  attached  to  the 
reel-line  have  it  attached  to  and  use  an  entirely 
independent  line  to  be  worked  by  the  hand,  the 
sinker  being  fitted  with  a  "  clip,"  as  shown  in  the 
following  drawing : 

The  "  clip  "  consists  of  a  piece  of  ordinary  brass 
wire  bent  in  the  form  shown  in  the  drawing,  and 
spliced  together  at  one  end  to  form  a  fork. 

One  end  of  the  clip  is  hooked  on  to  the  sinker, 
and  the  other  end  is  attached  to  a  swivel  at  the 
end  of  the  hand-line. 

To  work  this  system,  pay  off  from  the  reel  as 
much  line  as  is  deemed  necessary,  and  then  insert 
the  line  in  the  fork  of  the  clip,  then  lower  the 
sinker  into  the  water  by  means  of  the  hand-line  to 
the  depth  required,  and  make  fast  the  hand-line 
to  some  pin  on  the  side  of  the  boat. 

It  will  be  found  that  the  line  is  held  fast  in  the 
fork  of  this  clip,  the  swivel  preventing  any  twisting 
or  hitching  of  the  line  as  the  sinker  travels 
through  the  water. 

The  following  rough  illustration  shows  how  the 
system  works  when  the  line  is  in  the  clip  and  the 
sinker  is  travelling  through  the  water,  it  being 
presumed  that  the  boat  is  being  rowed  along. 

As  soon  as  a  fish  seizes  the  bait,  the  sudden 
pull  which  it  gives  frees  the  line  from  the  clip, 
and  the  fisherman  then  has  the  fish  on  the  end  of 
his  line,  and  is  able  to  play  and  reel  it  up  as  fast 
as  he  likes  without  being  incumbered  by  any 
weight  or  sinker  attached  to  the  line. 

The  hand-line  and  sinker  can  be  pulled  m  by 
the  boatmen  at  any  time. 

The  advantages  of  this  system  are : 
(1)  The  bait  can  be  made  to  travel  at  any 
depth  by  regulating  the  depth  of  the  sinker,  and 
can  be  altered  by  simply  pulling  up  or  letting 


i 


water,  without  the  necessity  of  hiving  to  change 
the  weight  of  the  lead  or  sinker,  is  of  much  im- 
portance. 

At  certain  times  of  the  tide  and  of  the  day  the 
■  fish  are  to  be  found  sometimes  near  the  surface 
and  sometimes  near  the  bottom,  and  upon  the 
power  of  being  able  to  regulate  the  depth  of  the 
bait  under  these  circumstances,  and  also  in 
passing  over  ground  of  uneven  and  varyiDg  depth, 
largely  depends  sport. 


down  the  sinker  by  means  of  the  hand-line,  and 
without  having  to  stop  to  change  leads. 

(2)  The  sinker  is  ho  far  away  from  the  bait 
that  no  fish  is  frightened  by  it. 

(:!)  Immediately  a  fish  strikes  the  bait  the  line 
leaved  the  Clip,  and  is  perfectly  free  on  the  rod. 

(!•)  A  much  lighter  rod  may  lie.  it  desired,  used 
than  that  ordinarily  used  for  trolling  in  the  sea. 

The  above  tickle  linn  been  christened  the  "  Spin 
Brown"  tackle.  T-  Y-  B- 
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IN  THE  WEST  OF  IRELAND. 

On  Monday  evening  last,  the  following  most 
interesting  paper  on  "  Lough  Conn  and  Angling 
in  the  West  of  Ireland,"  was  read  before  the 
members  of  the  Piscatorial  Society.  Holborn 
Restaurant,  by  Mr.  H.  N.  Campbell.    He  said : 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen— It  gives 
me  great  pleasure  this  evening  to  show  to  you  the 
largest  of  the  fish  caught  by  my  wife  and  myself 
at  Lough  Conn  last  year.  I  purpose  also  to  tell 
you  of  our  pleasant  visit  in  the  West  of  Ireland, 
and  our  fishing  experiences  there  ;  not  to  tell  you 
how  to  catch  fish,  as  that  would  be  a  presumption 
on  my  part,  but  to  tell  you  how  we  caught  them. 

I  have  been  fishing  all  my  life,  principally  in 
the  Thames,  but  I  could  never  catch  a  fish  worthy 
of  a  glass  case;  true,  I  was  rather  handicapped, 
as  twelve  of  my  best  fishing  years  were  spent  in 
Africa. 

Last  August,  having  spare  time,  I  consulted  my  angler 
friends,  an  1  as  most  of  them  advised  me  to  go  to  Ireland, 
including  Mr.  Ben  Jacobs,  our  new  member,  I  decided  to 
lake  the  trip.  Ho  ( Mr.  Jacobs)  told  me  he  had  been  to 
Ijough  Conn,  but  bad  only  landed  a  15Jlb.  pike,  but 
was  certain  that  if  I  stuck  to  it,  I  would  do  better. 
The  day  I  arrived  in  Dublin  an  idea  struck  me  that  I  would 
go  and  seo  the  local  fish  preserver,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Dame- 
street.  I  saw  there  some  nice  fish,  and  I  asked  him  where 
ho  got  his  largest  pike  from.  He  told  me  Lough  Conn. 
80  I  made  up  my  mind  at  once  that  that  was  my  destina- 
tion. After  spending  a  few  days  in  Dublin,  we  went  on 
t )  Athlone,  hired  a  boat  the  next  morning,  and  went  round 
Lough  Ree.    I  asked  the  boatman— who  was  also  the  best 


the  whole  day,  being  pulled  about  trolling  in  a  boat,  the 
walk  from  the  house,  to  the  Lough  and  back,  gives  you  a 
littlo  exorcise.  My  experience  of  Lough  Conn  fashing  is, 
that  there  are  three  things  most  essential  to  success- 
pluck,  perseverance,  and  good  tackle.  I  he  three  quali- 
fications must  be  combined,  as  failing  one,  the  other  two 
are  not  sufficient.  The  first,  pluck,  you  require,  as  the 
Lough  is  as  Irough  nearly  always  as  the  sea,  as  choppy  as 
can  be,  and  the  boats  you  go  out  in,  which  are  large  tor  a 
rivor,  but  small  for  the  sea,  in  bad  weather,  you  get  tossed 
about  as  if  you  wore  in  a  cockle-shell.  The  weather  is  so 
squally,  it  is  impossible  to  carry  a  sail,  few,  if  any,  ot  the 
boatmen  are  able  to  swim,  even  the  boss,  Michael  Kane, 
cannot  swim,  still,  I  looked  upon  that  myself  rather  as  an 
advantage,  as  they  would  take  good  care  not  to  run  into 
any  particular  danger.  Tho  second  day  I  was  out  in  the 
afternoon,  my  friend,  who  fished  with  me  for  two  days, 
turned  round  to  me  and  said:  "Harry,  I  do  not 
want  to  spoil  your  fun,  but  I  have  had  enough  of  it, 
I  laughed  at  him  and  went  on,  but  that  will  toll  you 
it  was  pretty  rough,  although  uot  nearly  a3  rough 
as  my  wife  and  1  had  it  afterwards.  I  sent  to  Henley  for 
two  lifebuoys  I  had  there.  I  thought  that  would  give  my 
wife  more  confidence.  They  would  not  have  helped  us 
much  though,  had  we  gone  over.  The  boats  are  good,  and 
as  long  as  tl.ey  kept  them  before  or  d;ad  against  the 
wind,  there  really  was  not  much  daDger,  but  when  broad- 
side on  it  was  very  nast/,  especially  when  plajing  or  land- 
ing a  fish.  We  sometimes,  too,  shipped  a  good  sea,  but, 
excepb  when  crossing  the  Lough,  we  could  always  land  in 
a  sheltered  lay,  and  bale  out.  Now,  with  regard  to  per- 
severance, you  may  fish  for  days  and  catch  nothing  of  any 
size,  and  the  only  thing  is  to  stick  to  it.  Good 
tackle,  all  sensible  fishermen  know,  one  must  have.  I 
stirted  with  the  best  dressed  lines  I  could  prccire,  but  I 
soon  found  out  that  undressed  lines  are  the  best,  good 
stout  ones.  You  require  at  least  100  yards,  and  it  is  as 
well  to  bavea  back  line  of  similar  length,  a  good  cane  12-foot 
rod  with  a  very  stiff  top.  as  the  spoons  and  other  baits  are 


we  caught  of  01b.  or  larger ;  you  will  see  the  rest  by  the 
sum  total.  First  day,  one  pike,  61b. ;  second  day, 
one  of  91b,,  and  one  of  71b. ;  fourth  day,  one  ot 
101b. ;  fifth  day,  one  of  15Jlb. ;  eighth  day,  one  of 
9Jlb. ;  tenth  day,  one  of  631b. ;  thirteenth  day,  one  trout, 
7Jlb.  So  you  see  we  fished  for  twelve  days  and  only 
caught  one  pike  of  15Jlbs.  and  some  small  ones. 
Now  the  7 Jib.  trout  1  caught  on  this  red  and  gold  spoon, 
4in.  by  2iu.  We  called  it  altarwards  the  lucky  spoon. 
This  trout,  our  worthy  chairman  tells  me,  is  aferox.  I 
must  own  to  not  understanding  very  much  what  a  ferox 
is ;  but  this  trout  is  evidently  a  cannibal.  He  does  not 
feed  at  the  bottom  on  shells,  nor  on  top  on  fly.  Fancy  a 
7Jlb.  trout  31in.  long  ;  he  ought  to  have  weighed  double; 
Fourteenth  day,  one  salmon,  lOJlb.  (Mrs.  Campbell),  lucky 
spoon;  one  pike,  6Jlb.,  28Jin.  Fifteenth  day,  one  pike, 
20Jlb.,  42Jin.  (caught  by  Mrs.  Campbell),  girth  20in.,  lucky 
spoon.  Eighteenth  day,  ore  pike,  141b.,  37|in. ;  one  pike, 
91b.,  29^in.  Twentieth  day,  fished  in  a  gale,  one  pike, 
19Jlb.,  40in.  ;  one  pike,  71b.,  29Jin.  Twenty-second  day, 
one  pike,  lO^lb.,  38Jin. ;  one  pike,  161b.,  38in.,  one  trout, 
101b.  (Mis.  Campbell),  28Jin..  lucky  spoon.  That  was  our 
best  day  for  specimens.  With  the  exception  of  my  two 
laigest  fish,  which  I  tcok  in  my  second  trip,  and  which 
bored  like  barbel,  you  have  to  play  these  Irish  pike  until 
they  are  pretty  nearly  dead,  as  they  jump  like  salmon,  and 
if  you  do  not  at  once  drop  jour  rod  they  shake  themselvei 
free.  The  16Jlb.  jump;d  out  three  times.  Twenty-third 
day,  one  trout,  7jlb.  (Mrs.  C  ),  30Jin.,  also,  I  presume^  a 
ferox,  lucky  spoon.  Twenty-sixth  day,  one  pike,  71b. 
Twenty-eighth  day,  one  pike,  hump  -  backed,  1 1  Jib. , 
33Jin. ;  one  pike,  111b.,  33Jin.  We  had  a  good 
many  blank  days.  Once  or  twice  the  weather 
was  so  rough  we  were  not  able  to  go  out,  and  my 
wife,  not  feeling  very  well,  we  then  left  for  London, 
having  killed  in  twenty-eight  days  foity-seven  like, 
288Jlb.  ;  twelve  trout,  33£lb. ;  and  one  salmon,  lOJlb. 
Although  I  went  home  then  I  made  np  my  mind,  as  my 
wife  had  oaught  the  largest  fish,  I  would  return  to  Conn 


fisherman  there— if  they  caught  large  pike,  and  he  told 
me  they  caught  them  Sometimes  ai  large  as  201b.  We 
went  next  day  to  Gal  way.  Here  I  beheld  one  of  the 
finest  sights  I  ever  saw.  Looking  up  streim  from  Gal  way 
Bridge,  the  salmon  and  white  trout  were  in  shoals,  iu 
bright,  shallow  water.  This  fishiig  belongs  to  a  syndi- 
cate, I  believe,  of  nine,  but  anyone  having  a  licence 
cai  fish  by  paying  a  pound  a  day,  and  they  are 
allowed  to  take  away  a  third  of  their  catch.  From 
Galway  we  visited  Eallinrobe  for  a  few  days,  and 
went  over  Loughs  Corrib  and  Mask  just  for  a  row,  no 
intention  of  fishing.  We  want  on  to  Cloubur,  and  met  the 
best  of  hosts,  Mr.  Joyce,  who  kindly  took  us  all  over  the 
plicj.  He  said  the  fishing  is  very  gooi  there.  I  believe  it 
is,  but  I  hid  made  up  my  mind  to  try  Conn,  so  could  not 
stay.  At  Ballina  we  cilled  at  the  Moy  Hotel,  kept 
by  Mis.  Murtagh.  After  lunch  and  a  walk  through 
t  le  town,  we  watched  the  working  of  the  salmon 
nets  on  the  river.  We  were  attended  by  Jem  Hearnes,  the 
expert  salmon  fisher.  Anyone  going  salmon  fishing  on  the 
Moy  need  not  take  flies,  for  Hearnes  ties  the  bast  taking 
flies  in  the  place.  The  -e  is  no  cl  age  for  f  aim  on  fishing  on 
the  Moy,  but  you  have  to  give  up  your  take,  but  if  you 
pirticularly  wish  tD  keep  fish  they  allow  you  to  do  so  by 
paying  for  them.  The  hotel  peoph  Lai  a  jaunting-car 
ready  to  tike  us  to  Ruragry,  in  Foxford,  a  houre  Mrs. 
Murtagh  runs  in  connection  with  the  Moy  Hotel,  which 
we  made  our  headquarters.  You  can  stay  at  either 
place  for  £2  10s.  a  week  board  and  lodging,  no  extras. 
Mis.  Murtagh  and  her  daughter  vied  with  each  other  in 
making  us  comfortable  and  happy;  the  food  was  excellent, 
music  every  evening,  and  nothing  was  wanting  to  make  us 
enjoy  ourselves.  Michael  Kane  and  his  men  attended 
well  to  us.  acd  we  found  them  hardworking  and 
obliging.  Some  people  stop  at  Ballina,  and  drive 
every  day  to  the  Lough,  especially  in  very  cold  weather,  but 
I  much  prefer  to  stop  at  Runagry,  as  a  drive  of  eight  miles 
is  a  bit  too  much  twice  a  day.  The  house  is  about  three- 
quarterB  of  a  mile  from  the  Lough,  and  113  you  have  to  sit 
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rather  heavy,  and  you  mutt  strike  very  hard.  Four  out  of 
five  times  you  strike  you  hive  a  rock;  the  boys  back  and 
you  get  your  hooks  out ;  but  strike  every  time,  ar.d  strike 
hard,  for  if  you  don'c,  good-bye  fish.  The  hooks  being 
very  large,  it  takes  a  lot  to  get  tin  barbs  home.  1  had  a 
couple  of  files  with  me,  and  Michael  used  to  amuse  himself 
now  and  then  and  set  my  teeth  on  edge.  I  took  spoons  of 
all  sizes,  some  of  whi;h  I  now  show  you.  I  found  the  red 
gold  and  silver  the  best.  The  very  largo  cne  (7in.  by 
3|in.)  I  only  landed  a  3£lb.  pike  on.  Phantom  and  other 
artificiil  baits  I  a^o  took  with  me,  but  I  only  killed  the 
16Jlb.  with  this  6in.  Phantom.  After  I  caught  that  fish 
I  had  several  other  Phantoms  made  to  the  pattern.  We 
tried  natiral  baits,  trout  (which  the  boys  caught  for  us), 
preserved  dace,  whitebait,  &c. ,  which  wo  used  on  Bedford's, 
Archer's,  and  Chapman's  ;  but  we  did  not  get  a  good  fish 
with  them.  Michael  always  preferred  nituial  baits,  and 
no  doubt  he  was  right ;  but,  anyway,  I  did  not  find  them 
answer.  My  traces,  and,  ineeed,  all  my  tackle,  Mr. 
Bambridge  made  especially  for  ni3 — doubled  twisted  gut, 
8ft.  long,  with  five  swivels,  and  they  gave  tho  greatest 
satisfaction.  I  used  Slater's  winches,  and,  in  fact, 
the  he3t  tackle  I  could  procure.  The  first  thing  my 
friends  told  me  was:  "Don't  spoil  the  boatmen." 
I  must  say  I  was  rather  selfish  in  that  respect.  I 
went  to  catch  a  tig  fish,  and  I  wanted  one  badly, 
so  I  forgot  that  part  of  the  programme  altogether. 
The  first  few  days  we  were  out  it  rained  heavily,  and  the 
boys  who  rowed  us  got  wet  through  each  day,  having  no 
oilskins,  and  it  rained  nearly  the  whole  time  of  our  stay. 
I  emt  home  for  two  sets  of  oilskins,  which  I  presented  to 
them.  After  that  I  was  a  sort  of  demi-god  in  the 
district — perhaps  that  is  why  I  had  such  luck ;  and  then  I 
promised  them  £1  for  evory  fish  I  landed  over  191b.  1 
need  hardly  ttll  you  they  kept  me  at  the  best  plages ; 
although  I  am  certain  that  they  are  most  honest  lads,  and 
would  have  done  the  same  if  I  had  not  offered  them  a 
reward.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  I  will  read 
you  out  extracts  from  my  diary.    I  will  oDly  allude  to  fish 


and  stay  there  until  I  had  caught  one  to  beat  her  20^1b. 
As  Mr.  Bambridge  was  going  to  take  a  rarty  over  on 
Sept  24,  I  decided  to  wait  till  then  and  meet  them  there. 
I  fished  every  day  alone;  the  weather  was  very  squally, 
and  tha  lough  was  vei  y  rough.  I  oaught  a  few  small  ones 
(largest  15 Jib.,  38in.)  in  eleven  days.  After  we  had  been 
there  about  a  week  a  Mr.  Roberts  (one  of  the  party)  asked 
me  if  I  would  mini  Michael  Kane  going  with  him  that 
day,  as  he  had  not  come  to  fish,  but  wanted  to  do  somo  shoot- 
ing. I  consented,  but  tho  wind  was  too  strong  to  allow 
them  to  get  out  to  the  shooting  ground;  he  turned  up  at 
lunch  time  with  a  35-pounder.  A  day  cr  two  after  that 
Mr.  Bambtidge  and  his  party  loft  me,  1  intended  remaining 
another  few  weeks.  On  Oct.  7  we  landed  in  a  gale  at 
lunch  time  on  Glass  Island,  and  Michael  informed  me ' 
that  he  did  not  think  we  should  be  able  to  get  home  that 
night,  it  being  so  rough  ;  the  wind  dropped  a  trifle,  how- 
ever, and  we  made  for  a  point  so  as  tD  be  able  to  bo  blown 
home  with  the  wind.  Reaching  that  point  I  caught  the 
22J-pounder,  40j[in.  ;  the  next  day,  at  the  same  time,  too, 
exactly  the  sauie  thing  occurred,  and  on  reiching  the 
point  I  k:ileda30j-poundev,44in.  (girth,  22in).  Both  of  these 
days  we  only  fished  half  a  day.  In  the  thirteen  days  I 
caught  fourteen  pike  weighing  99ilb.,  but  no  trout  During 
my  stay  a  Mr.  Altenborough  caught  a  26- pounder  in  Lough 
Cullen.  I  stuck  to  Conn  myself.  Mr.  Attonborough's 
brother  caught  a  20-pounderinConn,  near  Bilberry  Island, 
and  with  the  exception  of  these  two  gentlemen  and  Mr. 
Roberts  I  do  not  think  I  heaid  of  a  good>tish  landed  whilst 
I  was  there,  beyond  our  own. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — I  hope  I  have  not  w  oiried 
you,  and  thank  you  for  your  attontion.  I  feel  certain  that 
if  any  of  you  go  out  there  about  tho  end  of  August  ,  with 
your  experience  and  the  few  hints  I  have  given,  you  will 
have  as  good,  if  not  better,  sport  than  my  wife  and  1  had. 

My  fish  were  set  up  by  Williams,  of  Dublin,  and  Cooper 
and  Sons,  London. 

[Owing  to  the  extreme  prossure  011  our  space,  Mr. 
H,  N.  Campbell's  article  has  Von  considerably  curtailed  ] 
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BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  SOCIETY. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above 
society  was  held  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel  on 
Wednesday  evening,  March  3,  Mr.  T.  F.  Barrow 
in  the  chair. 

A  very  satisfactory  balance-sheet  was  presented, 
showing  a  balance  in  hand  of  £130  6s.  Id. 

The  chairman,  in  congratulating  those  present 
on  the  prosperity  of  the  society,  stated  that, 
although  founded  in  1893,  it  had,  at  the  end  of 
189-i,  150  members,  and  since  that  time  the  num- 
bers had  increased  to  745,  no  fewer  than  44'J 
having  been  elected  last  year. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  as  to 
some  action  being  taken  to  prevent  the  destruction 
of  immature  fish  were  read. 

The  committee  suggests  that  a  memorial  be 
submitted  to  Parliament,  signed  by  the  members 
of  the  B.S.A.S.  and  as  many  other  influential 
persons  as  possible,  requesting  that  the  House 
will,  as  speedily  as  possible,  legislate  upon  the 
lines  of  the  recommendations  of  the  1885 
Trawling  Commission,  and  those  of  the  Special 
Committee  of  the  House,  1893,  which  were  briefly 
as  follows : 

1.  As  soon  as  possible  a  bill  to  be  brought  forward  to 

prohibit  the  landing  and  sale  of  flat-fish  under 
certain  limits. 

2.  An  international  convention  to  be  called  to  agree 

upon  a  uniform  standard  under  which  flat-fish 
are  not  to  be  landed  or  sold. 

3.  Increase  of  the  three  mile  limit  (if  necessary)  by  the 

same  convention. 

4.  District  Sea  Fisheries'  Committees   to   be  made 

representative. 

5.  Establishment  of  District  Representative  Committees 

in  Scotland. 

6.  Establishment  of  English  Sea  Fishery  Board,  to  be 

made  up  partly  of  representatives  of  the  District 
Committees. 

7.  Reform  of  the  Scotch  Board,  making  it  repre- 

sentative. 

8.  The  care  and  regulation  of  British  Sea  Fisheries  to 

be  handed  over  to  above. 

9.  Supply  of  adequate  funds  for  above  by  means  of  dues, 

&c,  received  from  the  industry. 
10.  Establishment  of  special  sea  police,  which  could  also 
serve  as  scientific  research  vessels. 

This  society  feels  that,  pending  the  passing  of 
above  measures,  something  must  be  done  at  once, 
and  suggests  : 

1.  That  the  present  laws  be  strictly  enforced. 

2.  That,  in  order  to  secure  convictions,  the  half  of  all 

penalties  be  paid  to  the  informers,  be  they  naval, 
coastguards,  or  civilians. 

3.  That  all  the  commanders  of  all  gunboats  detached  for 

police  duty,  be  required  to  lay  before  the  Board 
of  Trade  an  account  monthly  as  to  what  has  taken 
place  during  the  preceding  interval,  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  invariably  done  by  the  Dutch  vessels. 

4.  That  the  Board  of  Trade  make  an  early  trial  of  the 

Douglas  Strainer,  in  order  that,  if  it  at  all  fulfils 
the  ends  claimed,  its  use  may  be  made  compulsory, 

The  committee  further  feels  that  the  question 
of  the  destruction  of  pelagic  eggs  and  larvsp  forms 
at  or  near  the  surface  by  steam  vessels,  especially 
those  engaged  in  trawling,  also  the  systematic 
destruction  of  the  sea  bottom,  and  with  it  the 
food  of  the  infant  fish,  did  not  receive  proper 
notice  before  the  committee  of  1893,  and  think  it 
would  be  well  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  House 
thereto,  in  order  that  the  question  of  a  summer 
close  season  may  be  adequately  discussed. 

The  committee  also  feels  that  the  interests  of 
the  members  of  this  society  are  bound  up  in  the 
protection  of  our  coast  fisheries,  and  that  the 
present  disorganisation  threatens  to  put  an  end  to 
the  fish  trade  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  sea 
angling  as  a  sport. 

The  chairman,  in  conclusion,  referred  to  the 
untiring  energy  of  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  Henry 
Ball,  during  the  last  two  years,  and  attributed 
much  of  its  success  to  his  efforts.  These  remarks 
were  cordially  endorsed  by  members  present, 
who  asked  the  committee  to  arrange  a  suitable 
testimonial  to  him.  The  president,  vice-presidents, 
committee,  and  hon.  officers  were  then  elected  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  the  proceedings  terminated 
with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman. 

At  a  smoking  concert  which  followed,  the 
following  artists  contributed :  Miss  Lily  Gallagher, 
Messrs.  Walter  Grace,  Charles  Froude,  Robert 
Dennant,  A.  C.  Ball,  and  Arthur  Lloyd;  the 
la%t  named  gentleman  giving  "  Darling  Mabel  " 
in  capital  style.  As  usual,  that  popular  favourite 
with  the  B.S.A.S.,  Mr.  Walter  Grace,  brought 
down  the  house  with  "  The  Flight  of  Ages,"  "  The 
White  Squall,"  and,  as  an  encore,  "There  is  a 
Tavern  in  the  Town." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 

(9  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  postcard  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The 
anglers  are  having  nothing  but  reverses  in  respect  to 
the  weather,  and  with  the  water  on  Tuesday  morning 
on  the  rise,  the  heavy  rain  and  boisterous  winds  at 
night,  made  it  still  worse.  The  river  has  not 
been  altogether  favourable  for  sport,  as  the  stream 
has  been  so  heavy,  and  very  little  has  been  done  in 
punt  fishing ;  in  fact,  in  some  places  nothing  at  all ;  but 
the  bank  fishers  have  been  getting  a  good  time  of  it 
amongst  the  roach  and  perch.  Head  river-keeper  W. 
Douglas  made  an  examination  of  the  punts  on  Sunday 
last  bet  ween  Kingston  and  Kew,  and  in  the  tidal  portion 
was  greatly  assisted  by  river-keeper  Walters  of  the 
Thames  Conservancy,  with  the  satisfactory  result  not  any 
unsizeable  fish  were  found.  In  an  interview  with  river- 
inspector  Rough,  of  the  Thames  Conservancy,  on  Tuesday 
last,  he  informed  me  he  had  given  orders  to  their  keeper 
at  Richmond  to  assist  the  T.A.P.S.  as  much  as  he  could, 
and  with  him  and  Douglas  great  cordiality  exists,  as  they 
were  shipmates  together  in  days  gone  by.  Inspector 
Rough  told  me  he  was  himself  frequently  examining  the 
takes  of  the  anglers,  and  in  no  instance  had  he  found  any 
small  fish  in  their  possession  which  he  said  was  very  diffe- 
rent to  what  it  used  to  be.  In  reference  to  his  recent  case, 
which  was  reported  last  week  of  the  seizure  of  a  valuable 
new  net  which  was  forfeited,  the  Conservator*  have  this 
week  handed  it  over  to  the  committee  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  to  help  them  in  their  grand 
work  of  re-stocking  the  river.  There  are  great  oomplaints 
of  so  many  dace  coming  in  large  cans  to  London  for  sale, 
for  the  purposes  of  bait,  but  being  taken  by  rod  and  line, 
and  not  found  unsizeable,  there  can  be  no  interference. 
If  the  anglers  would  see  that  all  their  fish  are  returned  to 
the  river,  it  would,  in  some  measure,  prevent  it.  There1 
is  only  one  fishereman  in  the  tideway  that  has  the  power 
to  use  the  bait  net,  and  that  is  Charles  Baldwin,  of- 
Teddington,  who  would  not  do  it,  but  there  are  other 
persons  under  suspicion,  who  may  be  found  one  of  these 
days.  The  dace  are  going  up  in  greater  numbers  than 
usual,  which  speaks  well  for  the  immense  stock  of  fish  in 
the  river. — B. 

  (Datchet). — I  am  much  afraid  the  rain  that  has" 

fallen  during  the  last  twenty-four  hours  will  spoil  my 
chance  of  a  bit  of  sport  during  the  remainiug  part  of  the 
season.  I  was  out  for  a  couple  of  hours  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  27th,  caught  three  jack  (largest  C>lb.)  and  half  a 
dozen  good  perch.  With  a  gentleman  on  the  1st,  three 
jack  and  great  number  of  runs,  but  they  took  the  bait  so 
lightly,  they  were  not  to  be  caught. — G.  Lumsden. 

 (Hampton  Court). — William  Milbourne  writes  : 

"  On  Sunday  last  there  were  a  good  number  of  bank 
anglers  out,  and  they  made  some^  good  .shows  of  roach 
and  perch.  There  has  scarcely  been  any  punts  out ;  but 
the  water  on  Monday  appeared  in  good  order  for  all  fish- 
ing. During  the  last  two  days  the  dace  have  been 
heading  up  well  to  the  weir." — B. 

  (Hampton). — James  Layshaw,  in  two  days,  seven 

jack,  the  largest  4Jlb. — B. 

  (Henley).— Feb.  28,  Mr.  Meyer,  with  Arlett, 

five  pike  and  a  good  take  of  roach.  March  1,  a  patron,  with 
James,  seven  pike,  best  fish  741b. ;  Mr.  Bailey,  three  fish, 
viz.,  101b.,  81b.,  and  41b.;  Mr.  Bates,  some  nice  roach. 
2nd,  Mr.  Bates,  one  pike,  101b. ;  Mr.  Phillips,  one,  9Jlb. ; 
Mr.  Clements,  with  James,  two,  4lb.  and  4Jlb.  3rd,  a 
patron,  with  James,  three  piko,  best  fish  161b. ;  Mr.  Butt, 
one,  91b.  We  have  had  very  bad  weather  since  Monday, 
and  to  day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  very  thick.— J.  W. 
Read. 

  (Kingston). — X.  Bolton  reports  he  has  been 

getting  some  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  and  one  brace  of 
jack,  the  largest  41b.  John  Knight,  one  day,  with  Mr. 
Lyue,  two  and  a  half  dozen  of  fine  roach ;  another  day, 
with  Mr.  Smelt,  four  dozen  of  fine  roach,  some  of  them 
over  lib.  each. — B. 

  (Mar low) .—The  water  is  showing  a  little  colour 

n  consequence  of  the  rain,  still,  up  to  time  of  writing,  it 
is  in  fair  condition,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  the  rain  con- 
tinues, and  may  upset  the  end  of  tho  season.  Jack  have 
not  been  feeding  so  well  this  week,  and  little  angling  has 
been  attempted,  owing  to  the  awful  weathor — gales,  for 
the  most  part,  and  winds  like  ice.— C.  Mathews. 

  (Pang-bourne  and  District). — The  water  is  in 

very  good  order,  but  we  have  had  rather  showery  nights, 
and  to  day  we  had  snow,  but  not  enough  to  do  any  harm. 
The  weather  is  very  boisterous,  but  at  time  of  writing  it 
has  cleared  up,  and  is  tine,  but  cold.  Not  much  to  report 
in  the  way  of  angliDg,  as  only  one  or  two  local  anglers 
have  been  out,  having  taken  only  a  few  reach,  owing  to 
the  water  being  eo  rough.— G.  H.  S. 

  (Richmond). — Job  Brain,  says  he  has  taken  a 

few  good  jack  and  some  roach  and  dace. — B. 

  (Banbury). — Alfred  Stroud,  in  one  day,  throo 

dozen  of  good  perch,  the  largest  1  jib.,  and  a  jack  of  121b. 
Edward  Chirk  has  also  been  getting  some  perch  and  jack. 
— B. 

 (Teddington).— W.  McBride.  during  tho  week, 

371b.  of  roach  and  daco  and  a  few  In   The  bank 

anglers  have  been  getting  some  roach,  dace,  and  bream. 
— B. 

  (Twickenham). — John  Spong,  gen.,  in  two  days, 

SDIbk  of  roach  and  dace  and  five  bream  ;  R.  Spong,  in  two 
and  a  half  days,  30lb.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  W.  Harris, 
fishing  for  John  Spong,  one  day,  with  Mr.  Ivons,  121b.  of 
.roach  and  dace ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Dawkius,  71b.  of 
dace;  and  another  day,  with  Mr,  Millbrook,  181b,  of  dace, 


J.  Frost  and  George  Coxen  have  been  getting  some  roach 
and  dace. — B. 

 (Windsor  District). — Big  storm  of  wind,  rain 

and  sleet  here  last  night,  and  to-day  augurs  bad  for  the 
few  remaining  days  of  theccarse  fishing  season,  whkh  ends 
here  on  the  loth  Last.  Last  evening  I  noticed  the  water 
was  looking  a  nice  colour,  but  to-day  it  has  risen,  and  is 
comiug  down  like  mud.  A  few  jack  and  some  nice  perch 
have  been  hid,  but  nothing  extraordinary.  The  largest 
jack  by  Mr.  Roberts,  of  Windsor,  was  just  oOlb.  less  than 
his  Irish  pike.  The  Windsor  and  Eton  Angling  Preser- 
vation Society  lave  been  netting  the  ditches  in  this  dis- 
trict, and  some  good  fish  were  placed  in  the  river  from 
Goodman's  raft  in  front  of  Windsor  Bridge,  comprising 
jack,  tench,  roach,  &c.  I  received  a  pretty  little  basket 
of  trout  and  grayling  from  Mr,  Williamson,  of  Solihull, 
who  is  in  Somerset.  The  latter  fish  exoited  curiosity  here, 
beiug  unknown.  I  found  both  the  grayling  and  trout 
very  good  eating,  but  the  latter  is  not  yet  in  the  pink  of 
condition.  Later. — River  risen  considerably  since  report. 
Is  now  flowing  over  end  of  the  Cooler  below  Windsor 
Bridge.  Weather  very  wild.  Prospects  bad. — B.  R. 
Bambridqe. 

Aran  (Pulborough). — The  Arun  was  in  fair  order  on 
Feb.  28,  and  a  good  mustor  oame  down,  some  fair  sport 
being  obtained.  Mr.  Daley  took  twelve  bream,  weighing 
161b. ;  Mr.  Aplin  (Battersea  Friendly),  81b.  bream  and 
roach,  largest  bream  31b.  ;  Mr.  Whitebread  (Funny 
Folks),  01b.  bream  and  roach.  Owing  to  heavy  storms 
Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  river  is  now  somewhat  out  of 
order,  and  water  rising,  though,  if  fine  remainder  of  the 
week,  prospects  are  fair  for  March  7.— W.  G.  Hollman. 

Avon  i  Ring' wood  i. — With  the  exception  of  one  fish 
taken  by  Mr.  Turner  Turner,  and  some  good  takes  of 
coarse  fish,  there  has  been  nothing  to  report  here  during 
the  past  week.  In  the  Bistcme  water,  however,  Mr. 
Mills,  Mr.  Turner  Turner,  and  Mr.  Fane  have  landed 
five  salmon,  scaling  from  181b.  to  241b.  each ;  whilst  Mr. 
Morton  Peto  has  also  been  successful  in  the  Somerley  water 
with  one  fish.  The  heavy  rains  on  Tuesday  and  Wednes- 
day has  swollen  the  river  again,  that  it  will  take  some 
days  for  it  to  abate  to  its  normal  condition.— Pi scatori  ai,. 

Avon  (South  Brent). — Capital  sport  is  to  beobtanu  d 
on  this  river,  both  trout  and  salmon  being  on  the  move  in 
large  numbers.  The  rains  interfered  with  fishing  this 
week. — Devonian. 

Bare,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).  — River  in 
good  angling  order,  and  roach  up  to  middling  size,  feeding 
well  to  paste,  and  in  splendid  condition.  Soaked  bread  an 
excellent  ground  bait.  Pike  are  fast  losing  condition, 
some  fish  being  very  heavy  in  spawn,  and  a  couple  of  weeks 
ought  to  close  the  season.  Weather  has  been  rather  cold, 
but  bright,  but  unfortunately  has  turned  bitterly  cold  this 
evening,  with  falling  glas3  and  strong  wind,  which  looks 
like  rising  to  a  gale,  and  a  fall  of  snow  would  not  bo  a 
surprise.  I  am  informed  that  trout  are  already  in  very 
decent  condition  in  some  waters,  and  are  to  be  taken 
freely  with  worm,  but  not  much  can  be  done  here  with  fly 
before  April.  Prospects,  provided  weather  should  turn 
milder,  decidedly  improved. — C.  W.  Taylor. 

Cam  (Ely). — For  some  time  past  roach  have  been  well 
on  the  feed,  taking  both  paste  and  worms  freely;  tho 
latter  have  been  killing  for  big  fish  near  the  banks.  Jack 
fishing  has  been  very  indifferent  during  the  best  of  the 
season,  owing  to  frosts  and  floods,  although  some  have 
been  accounted  for  by  live  bait  fishers  and  bank  Hues, 
which  are  the  only  two  methods  practised  in  the  district 
of  Ely,  as  a  rule.— E.  A.  S. 

Carey  (Devon). — During  February  fly  fishing  has 
bean  very  successful,  the  trout  being  quite  a  month  ahead 
in  their  oondition.  One  gentleman  took  ninety-throe  fish 
in  threa  days  during  the  month,  the  largest  scaling  Mb.— 
Devonian. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Last  week  the  river 
was  getting  into  splendid  -order,  but,  unfortunately,  the 
first  day  of  March  came  in  very  stormy,  with  heavy  rains. 
In  spite  of  this,  however,  there  were  a  number  of  rods 
out,  fairly  good  sport  being  obtained.  Mr.  Tumor, 
of  Darmouth,  killed  a  clear  run  salmon,  weighing  nearly 
121b.,  at  Buckfastloigh.  Mr.  W.  F.  Tollit  took  about 
thirty  trout,  whilst  Mr.  Sloggotthad  a  dozen. — Devonian*. 

Derwent  'Mai ton.  Yorks).— Tim  river  if  now  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  and  there  have  been  some  nice 
takes  of  chub  and  roach  on  the  Kirkham  Abbey  water,  a 
a  few  miles  below  Malton.  Also  a  number  [of  jack  on  live 
bait,  but  not  of  any  weight  exceeding  31b.— II. 

Devonshire  Streams. — There  was  a  general  com-  , 
mencemeut  on  the  salmon  and  trout  streams  on  Monday, 
and  reports  all  point  to  a  good  season  boing  anticipated. 
The  weather  was  not  favourable  to  sport  on  the  newly 
openod  rivors,  especially  in  South  Devon,  but  still,  sonio 
capital  takes  are  recorded,  tho  Dart  being  well  to  tho  fore. 
On  the  Exo  trout  are  well  on  the  move,  and  there  have 
been  several  baskets  of  from  one  to  two  dozen,  whilst 
grayling  continue  to  bo  taken.  Tho  latter  class  were 
introduced  some  seven  years  since  by  Mr.  Langdon  and 
appear  to  be  doing  well.  Tho  Harlo,  also,  is  in  good  order. 
The  rivors  appear  to  be  protty  well  cleared  of  kelta,  and 
the  fish  captured  aro  in  oxcollont  condition.  Some  nice 
takes  have  boon  reported  from  the  northern  streams,  tho 
Taw  and  the  Torridge  both  being  in  order.  1  hoar,  how- 
ever, that  .several  otters  have  been  soon  in  the  latter.  The 
Exe  Conservators  contemplate  having  tho  Culm  and 
Croody  more  carefully  watched,  now  that  tho  streams  aro 
to  be  re-stocked  with  over  1000  yearling  trout.  Tho  net 
fishermen  at  Topsham,  have  takou  nomo  fine  salmon.— 
Devonian. 

Bze  and  Canal  (Exeter).— .March  has  been  very 
lion-like  to-day  (Wednesday),  wind  and  rain  galoro.  This 
will  put  a  temporary  stop  to  angling,  as  riven-  were 
already  full  enough.  Lp  to  the  present  no  remarkably  heavy 
scores  of  trout  have  been  made,  but  the  fish  taken  havo, 
generally  speaking,  been  in  extra  good  condition.  Messrs. 
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Baker  and  Moysey  are,  as  usual,  fishing  tho  Salmon  Pool 
water  again,  and  opened  their  season  on  Monday  with  a 
brace  of  fresh  run  fish.— Hkd  1'ai.meh. 
Pen  District  (South   Lincolnshire).  —  An^'lors 

aro  anxious  to  make  tbo  best  of  the  few  remaining  days  of 
the  present  season.  Both  weather  and  water  are 
favourable,  and  1  have  reason  to  think  that  very  fair  takes 
havo  been  uiiido.  The  results  reported  are  meagre,  but 
both  roach  and  pi Uo  offer  fair  opportunities  for  sport  both 
with  tho  trolling  rod  or  float.  The  Kortyfoot,  Welland, 
and  fllon  aro  roported  in  capital  order,  though  rather 
swollen,  and  the  smaller  drains  aro  nearly  normal.  Save 
for  boisterous  winds,  spsrt  should  bo  gocd  at  the  week- 
tad. — Limpet. 

Guash  and  Welland.— In  both  rivers  sport  has,  on 
the  whole,  been  satisfactory.  500  yearling  trout  have 
been  turnod  into  tho  Guash.  It  is  intended  to  spend  a 
good  sum  in  tho  clearing  and  weeding  of  the  Welland  ; 
but  at  present  it  is  thought  unnecessary  to  interfere  with 
the  weeds  in  the  Guash  on  account  of  the  trout.  Lord 
Exeter  has  intimated  his  intention  of  taking  the  sime 
interest  in  tho  fisheries  of  tho  district  asthe  late  Marquis, 
who  always  allowed  fish  to  bo  placed  in  tho  livers  from 
time  to  time  at  half  tho  usual  price.— E.  A.  S. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Good  sport  is  said  to  bo  had 
both  on  river  and  canal  in  this  district.  A  number  of 
anglors  have  boen  trying  thoir  hands  in  the  river  below 
ISottam  with  fair  results,  and  there  havo  been  some  very 
good  bags  brought  from  near  Lady  Bridge  on  tho  Stnek- 
with  canal.  On  the  Garnston  reach,  above  Retford,  they 
have  secured  some  nice  chub,  and  from  the  same  locality 
several  nice  dishes  of  grayling. — L. 

Lea  (St.  Margaret's). — The  water  in  the  Lea  is  now 
in  good  condition,  and  some  very  nice  fish  have  been  taken. 
On  Feb.  28  Mr.  Bunyon.  Albion  Brothers,  had  two  very 
tine  roach,  weighing  :51b.  9oz.  A  number  of  the  Good 
Intent  had  a  good  show  of  roach  on  the  tame  date. — R.  J. 
Foxall. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  had  run  down  and  cleared,  and  were  running  in 
good  order  for  angling,  and  anglers  were  ready  for  the 
2nd ;  but  the  weather  changed  very  cold;  and  rain  fell,  and 
scarcely  any  rods  were  out.  The  water  is  slightly  stained, 
but  it  will  run  off  by  the  end  of  the  week,  and  if  the 
weather  takes  up,  some  good  dishes  of  trout  should  be 
landed  with  the  Red  Palmer,  February  Red,  Cowdung, 
and  Blue.— G Wynne. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
With  "larch  has  come  a  complete  change  of  weather — 
winds  and  storms.  This  day  (Wednesday),  a  gale  blowing 
all  day,  with  occasional  heavy  storms  of  sleet  and  rain, 
causing  (up  to  time  writing),  rivers  to  rise  Sin.  or  9in. 
of  muddy  water,  with  no  present  appearance  of  an 
improvement.  Still,  should  fair  weather  ensue,  the  rivers 
will  be  fit  for  fishing  by  commencement  of  coming  week. 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cowdung  Fly 
best— R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough.) . — Prognostications  have  come 
true,  for,  with  the  continuance  of  delightful  weather,  the 
river  is  now  affording  some  excellent  sport.  Mr.  Ream,  of 
Peterborough,  paid  a  visit  to  Castor  on  Friday,  and  was 
rewarded  by  bringing  home  five  very  nice  pike.  At 
Oundle  some  good  takes  of  pike  (weighing  up  to  141b.) 
have  been  made  during  the  last  few  days. — E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers. — A  lovely  week  has 
induced  anglers  to  proceed  to  their  fishings,  with  the 
result  that  sport  has  been  had  in  river  and  pool.  The 
Blythe  got  into  excellent  form,  and  grayling  and  trout 
came  to  the  Blue  Dun.  One  rod  on  the  Uttoxeter  length 
basketed  three^brace  of  trout.  Mr.  Akid  and  friend  had 
a  fine  catch  from  private  water,  taking  thirty-five  perch, 
seven  pike,  and  a  trout.  Messrs.  Booth  and  Wilson  had 
nice  sport  with  pike,  getting  fish  up  to  61b.,  and  a  rod 
at  Knypersley  took  six^  pike  and  a  few  perch  up  to  l|lb. 
The  Sow  has  been  in  nice  fishing  order,  one  rod  capturing 
a  brace  of  pike  weighing  181b.  the  pair,  and  another  a 
brace  of  71b.  weight.  A  nasty  gale  rose  yesterday,  bringing 
rain  and  snow,  which  fell  during  most  of  the  night ;  in 
consequence,  a  check  will  be  put  on  operations  for  a  few 
days. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Ouse  (Great  Paxton).— Water  good;  jack  well  on 
the  feed  ;  some  nice  fish  taken,  one  of  01b.  amongst  them, 
a  beautiful  fish. — W.  Ducker. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Ferry).— As  I  anticipated,  last 
week's  take,  was  first  rate.  Best  fish  I  saw  on  Saturday 
91b.,  out  of  a  nice  lot.  On  Sunday,  fish  again  all  along 
the  line,  two  best  jack  going  221b.  Monday  a  13§-pounder 
came  to  the  gaff,  all  in  splendid  condition.  The  rain  last 
night  has  had  the  effect  of  thickening  the  water  a  trifle, 
but  if  we  get  no  more  it  will  still  be  all  right,  I  trust,  up 
to  the  15th. — A.  Scaed. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon). — Sport  has  been  very  good  here 
all  the  week.  To-day  (Wednesday),  however,  rain  is 
falling  rather  heavily,  and  a  very  strong  wind  also  pre- 
vails. This  has  caused  the  main  river  to  rise  and  thicken 
somewhat  in  colour.  It  will,  however,  be  all  right  again 
in_  a  few  hours  if  the  weather  clears  up,  but  should  the 
rain  continue  for  a  short  time  only,  there  will  be  no  more 
fishing,  except  in  the  backwateis,  this  we^k.— B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives).— Since  the  floods,  the  sport  has  been 
very  good  here,  roach  and  pike  biting  freely.  Mr.  J.  Best 
landed  a  magnificent  roach  weighing  lib.  13Joz. ;  Mr.  G. 
James,  one,  lib.  7|oz. ;  and  Mr.  Tom  Noble,  a  pike 
weighing  81b.  13oz.,  and  a  chub  31b.  4£oz.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  water  has  been  in  fine  con- 
dition until  this  (Wednesday)  morning,  but  the  rain  of 
last  night  has  clouded  it  a  bit ;  still,  if  we  get  no  more,  it 
will  be  all  right  by  Saturday.  Some  good  sport  has  been 
had  since  my  last  report  with  the  jack,  a  large  number  up 
to  51b.  or  61b.  having  been  taken,  but  generally  3-pounders 
have  been  the  rule.  A  beauty  was  caught  on  Saturday 
last  above  the  upper  lock  by  Mr.  J.  Addington,  which 


weighed  a  little  over  201b.,  and  is  being  preserved  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  St.  Neots. — Wm.  Nas.ii. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  season  on  the 
preserved  water  near  heie  opened  on  Monday,  Maroh  1, 
and  several  rods  wero  at  work.  The  day  was  not  favour- 
able, however,  and  no  great  things  were  done.  Tre- 
mendous floods  visited  us  jesterday,  and  the  river  is  now 
(March  3)  u  torrent,  and  there  will  be  no  fly-fishing  for 
some  time. — Heron. 

Plymouth.— March  1  was  certainly  a  record  day,  for 
the  fishermen  especially,  I  thought,  in  the  morning,  that 
wo  should  have  had  a  fair  day,  but  at  11  o'clock  the  rain 
commenced,  and  it  has  scarcely  stopped  for  the  day.  The 
tickets  on  the  Dart  aro  the  same  as  last  year,  and  there  is 
no  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  dav  tickets,  and  thore  is 
no  daily  salmon  ticket,  but  you  can  have  a  salmon  licence 
for  a  week  for  7s.  (Id.,  this  is  an  advantage  to  tourists 
coming  here  for  a  fortnight's  holiday.  The  rivers  are 
full  of  water,  and  fish  are  very  plentiful.  The  fishing  in 
the  Cornish  rivers  commences  on  March  10,  the  price  of  a 
season  ticket  for  trout  is  3s.,  and  for  salmon,  10s.,  but  you 
cannot  fish  for  the  latter  until  after  April  5,  and  a  salmon 
licence  covers  trout  fishing. — William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shropshire). — The  trout  fishing  season  has 
commenced,  but  under  most  unpropitious  oircumstances. 
Blusterous  March  has  been  true  to  its  nature,  for  search- 
ing north-west  winds,  cold  showers,  and  a  sprinkling  of  snow 
have  characterised  its  advent.  A  few  hardy  spirits  were 
out  spinning  at  Shrewsbury  on  Tuesday,  the  opening  day, 
but  sport  does  not  appear  to  have  been  obtainable.  The 
water,  however,  is  in  good  order,  and  when  the  weather 
alters  for  the  better,  trout  fishing  will  begin  in  earnest. 
Perch  and  pike  have  yielded  grand  sport  during  the  last 
month  or  two. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — The  trout  fishing  season  opened  here  on  Monday 
last,  but  owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather  very  little 
sport  is  being  had.  It  is  some  consolation  to  these 
interested  in  the  salmon  fishing  in  the  Upper  Severn  and  its 
tributaries  to  hear  that  two  salmon  have  bean  taken  in  this 
neighbourhood  since  the  season  commenced  on  the  2nd  of 
last  month. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The 
weather  up  to  Monday  was  favourable,  and  rivers  in  good 
order.  Several  good  fish  were  taken  from  the  Arun, 
notably  bream  up  to  3|lb.,  and  roach  weighing  lib.  lOoz. 
Pike  were  also  feeding,  and  from  the  Ouse  in  the  upper 
reaches  seven  pike  averaging  41b.  were  taken  on  Saturday. 
At  the  canal,  Chichester,  pike  were  mad  on  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  week,  and  from  the  lower  reaches  Mr.  Askew 
and  Mr.  H.  Terry  took  several  fish  with  spinners,  an 
unusual  thing  in  this  water.  A  nice  perch  of  21b.  was 
also  caught.  On  Monday  came  a  change — pitiless  rain, 
succeeded  by  the  heaviest  gales  experienced  here  for  some 
years.  In  Chichester  tiles  and  chimney  pots  bestrew  the 
streets.  Rivers  aie,  of  course,  off  colour. — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has  been 
running  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  angling,  but  on 
Monday  the  weather  changed  round,  and,  from  fine,  came 
sleet,  rain,  and  a  strong  wind,  and  the  rivers  may  be 
expected  to  rise  a  little  and  colour  before  the  end  of  the 
week.  On  Wednesday  the  hills  were  covered  with  snow. 
But  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  owing  to  the  weather. 
Trout  fishing  began  on  Tuesday,  and  one  angler  started 
fishing  at  12.30  on  Monday  night,  but  had  very  poor  sport. 
— S.  Luelow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  weather  has 
turned  out  very  rough.  Rain,  sleet,  and  strong  winds  have 
prevailed,  and  the  water,  which  was  running  in  splendid 
order  on  Sunday,  is  beginning  to  colour  a  little,  but  up  to 
the  present  there  has  been  very  few  anglers  out.  Trout 
fishing  commenced  on  Tuesday,  but  were  not  troubled 
much.  With  fine  weather  there  should  be  some  good  fish 
landed,  as  there  are  some  fine  trout  in  the  water  in  this 
part. — Worcester. 

Welsh  Harp  (Hendon).— The  jack  fisliing  season 
here  has  closed  well,  Mr.  Parker  taking,  on  Feb.  28,  a 
jack,  91b. ;  and  on  Saturday  two,  of  7Jlb.  each,  taken  by 
Mr.  Bolt  and  Mr.  Yates ;  and  one  of  81b.,  taken  by  Mr. 
Spates.  The  subscribers  tell  me  they  have  seen  large 
quantities  of  jack  in  tho  shallows.  My  season  here  has 
been  one  of  the  best  for  years,  and  everything  shows  well 
for  the  coming  season. — John  Warner. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincolnshire). — Anglers  have 
been  busy  this  week  on  the  Horncastle  Canal,  mainly  at 
Coningsby  ;  on  the  Witham,  at  Bardney  and  other  points ; 
and  on  the  Sineil  Dyke  below  Lincoln.  On  the  Fossdyke 
also  they  are  picking  up  sport.  Among  the  best  items 
lately  reported  are  a  191b.  pike,  taken  by  a  Licoln  angler  ; 
another  of  101b.,  taken  by  a  Sheffield  visitor ;  and  other 
lots,  including  fish  of  71b.  or  so  downwards.  Among  the 
best  takes  of  miscellaneous  fish  are  501b.  of  roach  &c.  (in 
three  days),  501b.  pike,  perch,  &c,  201b.  of  roach,  &c.  A 
grand  roach  was  landed  the  other  day  from  the  basin  at 
Torksey,  and  scaled,  it  is  said,  21b.  ljoz.  It  is  in  London, 
being  set  up  by  Cooper  and  Sons.— Lu<  i. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— Two  salmon,  181b.  and  20lb., 
caught  last  week.  Trouting  commenced  on  the  2nd  inst., 
those  caught  being  in  good  condition.  River  in  flocd. 
Rain,  hail,  and  snow  to-doy.— W.  B.  Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Rivers.— All  the  Border  rivers  have  been 
more  or  less  in  flood  since  last  week.  The  Annan,  Nith, 
and  Esk  have  been  in  heavy  flood  since  Thursday,  when 
the  two  former  rivers  opened  their  season.  On  Tuesday 
the  water  was  sufficiently  clear  for  part  of  the  day  to 
allow  of  fly-fishing,  and  in  the  lower  waters  above  Annan 
Bridge  a  visitor,  Mr.  J.  C.  Thexton,  killed  a  fine  clean  run 
spring  salmon  of  8|lb.  with  Brown  Turkoy  Fly,  Mr.  W. 
Wright  hooked  and  lost  one,  Mr.  P.  Loudon  landed  two  kelt 
salmon,  and  Mr.  J.  Loudon,  one,  which  were  all  returned 


to  the  river.  In  the  Mount  Annan  private  portion  of  the 
river,  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  landed  three  or  four  kelt 
salmon  on  Tuesday.  In  tho  Hightae  reach  of  the  Annan, 
Mr.  John Turnbull,  Greenhill,  killed  one  salmon  of  141b. 
Mr.  Johnstone,  fisliing  tackle  dealer,  Moffat,  fished  the 
smaller  Annan  below  Moffat,  and  among  his  trout  he  had 
one  brown  trout  of  31b.  On  Monday  he  had  a  basket  of 
201b.  of  yellow  trout,  all  taken  with  the  worm.  Mr. 
Hullott,  of  Queensberry  House,  Moffat,  killed  two  spring 
salmon  of  191b.  and  171b.  out  of  the  Plum  Pool.  A  large 
number  of  kelt  fish  were  noticed  tumbling  over  Annan 
Caul  in  the  floods.  In  the  Nith  there  is  little  doing  yet, 
as  the  river  has  never  been  in  order.  _  Heavy  rains  fell  on 
Tuesday  night,  and  the  rivers  are  in  heavy  spate  again 
to-day  (Wednesday),  and  can  scarcely  be  in  order  for  fly 
before  Friday.  There  are  no  reports  as_  to  what  has  been 
done  in  the  Galloway  and  South  Ayrshire  rivers.  In  the 
Sol  way,  a  number  of  beautiful  spring  fish  have  been  caught 
by  the  nets,  but  the  catches  are,  so  far,  much  behind  that 
of  last  year  in  numbers.  In  the  Dalbeattie  waters  of  the 
Urr,  several  baskets  of  burn  tront  were  taken  with 
worm  bait.  One  angler  landed  one  of  21b.  lloz. — 
Hkatherbell. 

Carron.  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.)  —  On 
23rd  ult.,  Mr.  John  MacKenzie,  Invercharron,  on  Mr. 
Littlejohn's  rod,  landed  two  salmon  of  71b.  and  81b.  on 
Bridge  pool ;  and  on  Monday  (this  week)  a  beautiful  fish, 
clean  run,  and  weighing  201b.  ;  its  length  was  32in.,  and' 
girth  24in.  During  the  past  week  several  fish  have  been 
landed  on  the  Gledfield  and  Braelangwell  waters.  River 
now  in  good  order. — B. 

Dee  (Ballater,  Aberdeenshire).— During  the  past 
week  it  has  blown  a  perfect  hurricane  here,  and  fishing 
has  been  greatly  impeded.  Hopes  are  high,  however, 
that  with  favourable  weather  things  will  improve,  as  fish 
have  been  seen  in  large  numbers  on  the  lower  stretches, 
and  the  river  being  still  in  good  order  they  have  every 
chance  of  making  for  the  upper  waters.  Eight  rods  have 
only  averaged  a  fish  each  from  Feb.  23  to  March  1. — Wm. 
Harper. 

Deveron   (Banffshire).— Owing  to  the  melting  of 

snow  on  the  hills  the  river  Deveron  was  only  in  but 
middling  order  for  rod  fishing,  and  scarcely  anything  wm 
done.  There  was  a  good  water  for  the  working  of  nets 
on  the  pools  at  the  Raik  cottages,  about  two  miles  from 
the  sea.  The  fishermen  were  engaged  during  the  whole  of 
the  week,  and  were  successful  in  killing  a  number  of  salmon. 
Although  a  large  number  was  landed  on  Monday,  the 
catch  for  the  remaining  days  of  the  week  averages  from 
eight  to  twelve  daily.  On  Monday  a  male  salmon  (a  kelt) 
was  taken,  by  the  net,  with  a  small  silver  plate  attached 
to  the  baok  fin,  marked  1733a  ;  the  fish  measured  3ft.  3in. 
in  length,  22|in.  in  girth,  and  weighed  281b.  On  the  coast 
the  fishing  has  not  been  of  late  regularly  prosecuted.  Tbe. 
weather  has  been  exceedingly  stormy,  and  the  nets  have 
received  a  gocd  deal  of  shaking.  Only  a  few  salmon  have ' 
been  taken  from  the  nets  at  several  of  the  stations. — 
H.  W. 

Loch  Tay,  Henmore  (Perthshire,  N.B.).— On 

Feb.  24,  on  Reserve  water,  Mr.  Bailey  killed  salmon,  151b. 
On  March  2,  on  the  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Stanton  killed 
salmon,  201b.  End  last  week  so  stormy  could  not  fish. 
Loch  in  good  ply  now,  lot  of  fresh  fish  running  into  it. — 

W.  Knight. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— Feb.  27,  Mr.  Berger,  one  salmon, 

171b.;  Lord  Combermere,  three,  281b.,  181b.,  171b.  ;  Mr. 
Hodgson,  one,  181b.  March  1,  Loid  Combermeie,  one, 
181b. ;  Mr.  Crowther,  one,  171b.  ;  Mr.  Newton,  one,  171b. ; 
Mr.  Hodgson,  one,  181b.  2nd,  Lord  Combermere,  one, 
171b.  ;  Mr.  Newton,  one,  171b.— H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Portingall).— Gentlemen  fishing  the  River 
Lyon  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport  : 
Feb.  24,  Mr.  G.  W.  Stunner,  a  salmon,  171b.  27th,  Mr. 
Philip  Geen,  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  T.  Harris,  oae,  221b. 
March  2,  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one,  141b.  River  in  good  ply. 
— MAC'PnAii.. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  22nd 

ult.,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  fished  Beat  No.  3. 
and  landed  seven  salmon,  the  heaviest  of  which  weighed 
19&lb.  ;  and  Col.  Frier,  Dalvina  Lodge,  on  No.  4,  four 
salmon,  heaviest  191b.  On  23rd  it  blew  a  hurricane  ;  but, 
on  24th,  Major  Burnell  Milne,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  a  salmon 
on  No.  1 ;  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Smith,  one  of  lOJlb.,  on  No.  5. 
On  26th,  Major  Burnell  Milne  caught  one,  No.  3.  On 
27th,  Mrs.  Smith,  Skelpick  Lodge,  got  one,  No.  2  ;  and 
Dr.  MacDougall,  Tongue,  one,  on  No.  6.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  was  stormy,  and 
unfavourable  for  angling. — B. 

North  East  of  Scotland.— The  boisterous  weather 
and  big  river  have  given  a  slight  check  to  the  previous 
week's  magnificent  record,  as  the  best  sections  were  fairly 
out  of  it.  However,  there  is  evidently  plenty  of  fish  about, 
and  under  more  settled  conditions  sport  is  sure  to  be 
better  still.  On  the  Glentana  waters  very  good  fishing  is 
being  had.  On  the  Aboyne  Castle  water,  Mr.  Black, 
Aberdeen,  had  a  nice  fish  of  101b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms 
Hotel  water,  Mr.  Borwick  had  eleven  fish  for  the  week 
ending  Saturday,  scaling  from  OJlb.  to  141b.  j  Mr.  Kemp, 
seven  fish,  weighing  from  6Jlb.  to  221b.  ;  Mr.  Hepburn, 
three,  of  6Jlb.,  71b.,  and  111b. ;  Mr.  Masson,  one  of  01b. ; 
Mr.  Gerrard,  two,  of  01b.  and  641b. ;  and  Lord  Charles 
Cunyngham,  one  of  6Jlb. — in  all  forty-six  fish  for  the 
opening  weeks.  On  the  Ballogie  water,  Mr.  E.  Drummond 
and  Miss  Drummond  landed  twenty-three  fish,  scaling 
from  61b.  to  181b.  (host  day,  eight  fish)  ;  while  Mr.  \V.  II. 
Russell,  on  the  Lower  Dess,  had  twelve  fish,  soaling~from 
61b.  to  191b.;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Deverell,  two,  of  811..  and 
8£lb.,  on  Kincardino  water.  This  section  will  now 
be  fished  by  Mr.  Wm.  Laniond,  who  has  already 
made  a  fair  start  since  Monday.  On  tho  Upper 
Blackball  section,  Sir  John  Gladstone  creeled  twelve 
fish  scaling  from.  01b.  to  191b.  (best  day  seven  fish).  On 
Carlogie,  Dunn  had  throe,  of  CJlb.,  71b.,  and  lOjlb.  On 


March  6,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


167 


the  Sluce  water,  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  landed  his  tenth 
figh  on  Friday — a  beauty  of  19Jlb.  On  the  Woodeud 
water,  Mr.  Wm.  Farnell  Watson,  the  most  successful  rod 
on  the  Dee  tins  season,  had  during  the  past  few  days  three, 
of  "lb.,  71b.,  and  91b.  ;  nine,  of  5Jlb..  71b.,  Gib.,  71b.,  81b., 
51b.,8jlb.,  6£lb.,and  9Jlb  ;  six,  of  71b.,  91b.,  81b.,  61b., 
6jlb.,  and  5Jlb. ;  one  of  18Jlb.  ;  and  one  of  7£lb.  On  the 
Grand  Hotel  water,  at  Crathes,  Gen.  Hills  his  forty-one 
hah  up  to  date,  all  of  average  weights  ;  while  other  anglers 
had  fish  every  day  out.  On  the  Durris  water  some  forty 
fish  have  been  got  by  the  keepers.  It  is  now  let.  On  the 
Park  water  the  Messrs.  Ritchie,  Dunottar,  have  had  good 
sport,  and  killed  thirteen  fish  one  day  last  week  ;  while 
Mr".  G.  Davidson  also  has  done  well. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— On  23rd,  Dr  Almond, 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a  salmon  of  SJlb.  on 
Blackstone  Pool ;  and  on  25th,  a  17-pounder  on  Smith 
Pool.  Water  in  good  ply  but  very  few  fish  seen.  On 
Tuesday  this  week  there  was  a  fresh  fall  of  snow,  while 
the  thermometer  recorded  eight  degrees  of  frost. — B . 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — The  weather  during  the  past 
week  has  bean  of  a  very  boisterous  character,  and  accom- 
panied with  rain,  making  quite  a  change  from  the  fine 
genial  summer-like  weather  we  had  the  week  previous. 
As  was  to  be  expected,  therefore,  the  wiuds  and  pluvial 
descents  have  kept  the  rivers  of  the  borderland  in  a  state 
of  constant  unrest,  and  floods  of  from  2ft.  up  to  7ft.  have 
been  the  order  of  the  week.     Salmon  fishing  has,  as 
might  have  been  expected  under  the  circumstances,  there- 
fore, been   quite  impractible  since  Thursday  of  last 
week.  From  information  gathered  from  genuine  sources,  I 
learn  that  there  has  been  a  very  good  run  of  fish  of  all 
kinds  to  the  middle  and  upper  angling  waters,  and  many 
of  which  have  been  late  spawning  salmon,  which  brings 
out,  a  certain  degree,  the  theory  advanced  by  a  few 
writers,  some  years  ago,  that  the  Tweed,  was  what  was 
called  a  "late  river."    However,  this  maybe.it  is  a  fact 
that,  during  the  past  fortnight,  there  has  been  a  good 
many  spawning  fish  in  the  river.    Just  before  the  above 
mentioned  floods  came  on,  salmon  fishing  had  been  fairly 
successful,  wherever  tried,  but  more  especially  iu  the 
middle  angling  reaches ;  while  on  some  of  the  lower  fast- 
nesses, some  tport  has  also  been  had.    On  the  Birgham 
and  Carham  waters,  the  Earl  of  Howe,  the  Hirsel,  had  a 
few  nsh  to  his  own  rod.    On  the  Tweed,  on  the  13th  ult, 
Capt.  French,  Tillmonth  Park,  had  a  fish  of  131b.  ;  on  the 
Till,  on  the  16th,  he  had  one  fish  of  7ilb.,  and  one  of  lolb. 
On  the  same  river,  on  the  18th,  he  had  a  12 Jib.  fish,  and 
on  the  Tweed,  the  same  day.  he  killed  one  of  SJlb.  On 
the  Teviot,  Mr.  Richard  Ormston ,  Hay  bank  House,  Kelso, 
had  an  81b.  fish,  while  Mr.  Anthony  McCutcheon,  lauded 
an  unspawned  female  fish  of  over  201b.    Trout  anglers 
have  been  having  a  good  innings  during  the  past  week, 
with  bait,    on  all  the  rivers    in  the    Kelso  district, 
and  amongst  some  of  the  basket  killed,  a  good  many 
specimens  of  the  Loch  Leven  trout  were  observed,  showing 
that  the  good  work  which  was  done  by  the  Kelso  Angling 
Association  some  years  ago  in  stocking  the  Teviot  and 
part  of  the  Tweed  with  fry  from  the  Howietoun  hatcheries, 
was  now  beginning  to  bring  forth  good  results.  These 
fish,  which  ran  from  £lb  to  Jib.  each,  were  distinctly 
marked  from  either  the  common  Tweed  or  Teviot  trout, 
and  were  exhibited  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  A.  Steel,  fish- 
monger, Kelso.   Amongst  those  who  have  been  successful 
in  getting  takes  during  the  past  week,  were  :  On  Saturday, 
MessrB.  James  Hogg,  James  Mabon,  James  Mustard,  J. 
Robsou,  George Fairbairn 81b.  (Tweed),  Edward  G.  Bond; 
and  on  Monday,  on  the  Teviot,  Messrs.  Mustard,  J. 
Rowley,  James  Hogg,  Mr.  Trotter,  J.  Turnbull,  A.  Allan, 
James  Robertson,  A.  Hope.    On  the  Eden,  on  Monday, 
the  most  successful  were  :  Messrs.  Jas.  Thompson,  Alex 
Jamieson,  and  George  Anderson  ;  and  on  Tuesday,  on  the 
Tweed,  Messrs.  E.  G.  Bond,  J.  Robson,  Mustard,  J 
Thompson.— Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— The  season  on  the  Bann  opened  on 
Monday,  under  the  most  unfavourable  conditions.  I  he 
river  was  swollen  high,  and  snow  and  sleet  fell  almost 
without  intermission  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  weather  improved.  Perch  fishers  did 
well,  one  angler  taking  over  100  fish,  up  to  ljlb. — J.  A.  B 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  order,  and  a  fair 
supply  of  fish  reported.  R.  St.  J.  Beasley,  who  has  rented 
the  Mauch  water,  has  had  excellent  sport ;  also  Capt. 
Ons'ow,  who  is  fishing  with  him,  the  former  landing  a 
beauty  of  201b.,  also  four  others  from  71b.  to  121b.  J.  * 
Allman,  Bandon,  has  also  had  good  sport.  Trout  fishi 
has  been  well  up  to  the  average,  especully  on  tidal  portion 
of  river,  some  very  handsome  fish  being  taken  from  Jib.  to 
31b.  Mr.  Bleazby,  Kinsale,  had  six,  one  day,  weighing 
5Jlb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son.  . 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).  —  Fishing 
opened  on  this  river  on  the  1st  inst.,  but  nothing  could  be 
done,  as  the  river  was  high  in  flood,  while  heavy  showers 
of  sleet  and  snow  fell  at  intervals. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).—  River  in  a  very  unsettled 
state,  rising  and  falling  daily.    On  Careysvillo  Fishery 
spart  has  been  well  up  to  the  average.    <  )n  Mocollop,  J .  u 
Walker  has  had  good  spoit.    On  the  Ballyduff  Fishery 
Capt.  Watson  land;d  a  beauty  of  271b.  on  an  Arche 
Spinner  after  some  exciting  play.    On  the  fame  fishery,  J 
Sullivan,  24th  inst.,  landed  three,  91b.,  9lb.,  201b.  ;  and  on 
the  20th,  one,  111b.— W.  Haynks  and  Son. 

Bnndrowes.— Since  last  report  this  rivei 
bank  high  in  consequence  of  the  continual  heavy  rain 
which  has  been  falling  almost  incessantly  during  the  wiiok 
of  the  past  week.  '  A  few  anglers  were  out  during  th 
1  early  part  of  the  week,  but  towards  the  edd  of  the  wee 
'  the  river  was  in  high  flood  and  very  dirty,  and  nothing 
was  done  in  the  fishing  line  by  anybody.    Mr.  T.  recly 
landed  a  frcsh-rnu  salmon  of  101b.  on  23rd  ult.  ;  M 


W.  G.,  on  22nd  ult  ,  caught  one  of  lllb.  weight,  and 
Mr.  B.  L.  had  one  of  91b.  on  24th  ult.  Rain  and  snow 
has  been  falling  for  twenty-four  hours  at  time  of  writing, 
and  it  will  be  at  least  a  week  before  this  river  is  in  good 
fishing  ply  again. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Erne. — Trout  fishing  opened  on  the  free  portion  of  this 
river  on  1st  inst  ,  but  the  liver  is  iu  high  flood  at  present, 
and  has  been  for  the  last  three  months,  consequently  there 
has  been  little  or  no  fishing  done  yet,  but  as  soon  as  the 
water  gets  into  fishing  order  some  good  trout  fishing  will 
be  had. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Caragh  Lake. — Fishing  prospects  are  much  better. 
Trout  are  rising  well  to  the  fly;  salmon  are  runniug  up. 
George  Carter  took  a  91b.  salmon  on  the  27th  ult.,  another 
91b.  fish  on  March  2.  Anglers  staying  at  Southern  Hotel 
now  may  expect  good  fishing. — G.  C. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork).  —  Salmon  fishing  still  continues 
xceptionally  good,  fish  rising  very  freely  to  the  fly. 
Every  stream  and  pool  is  full  of  beautiful  fish.  Grand 
sport  is  being  had.  On  Nettleville  Fisherv,  27th  ult., 
Col.  Broderick  landed  four,  9lb.,  101b.,  11  jib.,  17Jlb. 
On  Carhue  Fishery,  G.  Levers,  81b.,  10lb.,  121b.  On 
Cronody  Fisherv,  Capt.  Hunt,  Leicestershire  Regiment, 
27th,  6Jlb.,  151b!,  151b.  ;  March  2, 121b.,  131b. ;  H.  Austen, 
101b.;  Mr.  J.  O'Brien,  81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  lllb.,  141b.  ; 
Dr.  Taylor,  81b.,  lOJlb ;  J.  P.  Hawkes,  8Jlb.,  121b.,  131b. 
T.  R.  Crawshay,  on  Oak  Grove,  101b.,  121b. ;  M.  S.  Mac- 
morran,  B.L.,  81b.,  101b.,  101b.,  lljlb.,  121b.,  141b. ;  Mr. 
E.  Murphy,  lllb.,  lllb.,  lOJlb.,  91b.,  121b.;  F.  H.  Bass, 
91b.,  91b.,  lOJlb.,  121b.,  121b. ;  E.  Pike,  101b.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  Guilane  and  Furish,  at  Macroon,  has  been 
ery  good,  and  would  be  well  worth  a  visit.  Anglers  are 
made  most  comfortable  at  Dennehy's  Hotel,  and  all 
fishing  free. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  poor  owing  to  Continued  unfavourable 
waather.  Seven  salmon  have  been  had  last  week,  the 
lucky  anglers  being  Denny  Curran,  who  had  two  fish, 
12Jlb.  and  lOJlb.  ;  Paddy  Moriarty.  two,  lljlb.  and  DJlb.  ; 
Donal  Leary,  one,  9jib. ;  Callaghan  McCarthy,  one, 
lOJlb.  ;  and  Stephen  Huggard,  one,  lljlb.  Salmon  are 
still  coming  up  from  the  sea  in  good  numbers,  and  good 
sport  is  confidently  looked  forward  to,  when  the  weather 
assumes  s)inething  of  a  seasonable  aspect.  Several  brown 
trout,  of  a  large  size,  were  had  last  week,  by  anglers, 
while  trolling  for  salmon.  The  following  being  the  records 
of  the  heavier  fish  :  James  Leary,  three  brown  trout  of 
2 Jib.  each ;  Donal  Leary,  one  of  21b. ;  W.  Brennau,  six  of 
lflb.  each;  S.  Huggard,  three  of  ljlb.,  and  four  of  lib. 
each  ;  P.  J.  Murphy,  three  of  lib.  each,  and  one  of  1  Jib. ; 
J.  Brennan,  a  dozen,  81b.;  and  E.  Dennehy,  fourteen, 
101b.  The  lake  is  now  at  a  nice  height  for  angling,  but 
the  water  is  much  disturbed,  and  too  foul  for  successful 
fishing.  Fly  fishing  is  now  extensively  practised,  and  will 
become  general  in  about  a  week's  time.  Weather  at  time 
of  writing,  very  wild  and  wet,  and  prospects  poor. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— Heavy  snow 
showers  and  rain  fell,  which  has  put  angling  out  of 
the  question.  It  will  take  three  or  four  fine  days  before 
the  river  is  in  order.  Lough  very  high.  The  run  of 
silmon  at  the  weirs  is  good. — Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Fishing  has  been  pur- 
sued under  difficulties  during  the  past  week,  owing  to  the 
stormy  weather.  Some  rain,  too,  has  fallen,  and  _  the 
water  has  risen.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Mavrojani  killed 
one  salmon,  37Jlb.,  on  March  2  ;  on  Doona3S,  Capt.  J. 
Bayly  killed  one  salmon,  391b.,  on  27th  ;  on  Summerhill 
and  De  Burgho,  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill  killed  one  salmon, 
1  Jib. ,  on  26th;  on  Worldsend,  Mr.  C.  P.  Vansittatt 
killed  one  salmon,  231b.  The  Mulcaire  has  again  yielded 
some  nice  baskets  of  trout.— John  Enkigfit  and  Sons. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— This 
has  been  a  week  of  gales,  storms,  heavy  rains,  hail,  and 
sleet,  and,  as  I  write,  snow  is  falling;  all  of  which  will  most 
assuredly  put  an  end  to  salmon  fishing  for  some  weeks  to 
come,  as  the  river  is  rising  rapidly,  and  every  beat  below 
the  bridge  will  be  flooded,  so  as  to  render  sport  an 
impossibility.  On  Monday  two  springers  were  captured 
here— one  of  1041b.,  on  my  preserves,  by  Mr.  C.  Lefroy 
and  the  ether,  an  8-pounder,  on  the  free  water,  by  D 
Ellis— S.  J.  HUBLEY. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— No  salmon  anglers  have 
been  out  on  this  water  since  last  report.  This  river  is 
strictly  preserved,  and  a  charge  of  10s.  per  rod  per  day  is 
now  made  by  the  proprietor  for  permission  to  fish.  At 
present  it  contains  a  large  head  of  salmon,  and  those  fish 
continue  to  arrive  from  the  sea  in  very  big  numbers  for 
this  time  of  the  year.  Brown  trout  of  a  large  nee  art- 
very  numerous.  On  Saturday  last  on  the  free  portion, 
Mr,  T.  Huggard  caught  a  brown  trout  of  41b.  at  Carrigroo, 
and  a  juvenile  angler,  named  Johnny  Sullivan,  had  one  of 
2Jib.  at  the  White  Wall.  A  few  good  brown  trout  wor3 
had  from  the  bridge  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  At  time  of 
writing  (Tuesday  morning)  a  large  shoal  of  salmon  have 
entered  the  tidal  waters.— T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Sport  continues  pretty  good  at 
brown  trout  on  all  thore  waters,  but  salmon  have  afforded 
but  meagre  or  indifferent  sport  since  hut  reporl.  The 
weather,  however,  has  been  very  unfavourable,  and  the 
waters  on  the  whole  very  foul  and  discoloured.  On  the 
principal  rivers  salmon  are  numerous,  but  they  continue 
shy  on  some  waters  and  sluggith  on  others.— T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  ( Mullin  gar  i . —The  aosling 
•eason  for  1«»7  opened  in  thy  Limerick  district  of  die 
comity  on  March   1.  but  the  river  bin  been  altogether 


Jingling  ^tsfures. 

March  7.   

Anglers'  Pride  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Marlow. 
Bermondsey  Brothers :  Competition. 
Blackfriars  :  Monthly  outing. 
Cambridge  Heath  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret  e. 
Clapham  Strollers  :  Outing. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Match  at  Woking. 
Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match. 
Good  Intent :  Outing  to  Pangbourne. 
Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 
Lea  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
Mildmay:  Outing. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret  s. 
Original  Alexandra :  Match. 
Royal  George  :  Match  at  Henley. 
South  Bermondsey :  Outing. 
South  London  :  Match  at  Hertford. 
Walworth  Waltonians :  Competition. 
Wenlock  :  Match  at  Pulborough. 
West  Ham  :  Match  at  Harlow. 
March  8. 
Great  Northern  Brothers :  Benefit  concert. 
Jolly  Butchers  :  Benefit  concert. 
March  9. 

Blackfriars  :  Visit. 
Grange  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
Gresham :  Smoking  concert. 
Peckham  Brothers :  Visit. 

Boyal  Aquarium  :  Opening  of  Fisheries  Exhibition. 
March  10. 

Eagle :  Supper. 
Greenwich :  Smoking  concert. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
March  11. 

Royal  George:  T.A.P.S.  conceit. 


March  14.— Albion:  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

j  14  — Brompton  :  Match  at  Marlow. 

t  14.— Jolly  Butchers:  Match,  "  Married  v.  Single." 

i  14 —Silver  Trout :  Match  at  Witham. 

,  14. — Sundial  :  Outing. 

,  15. — Bomore  :  Smoking  concert. 

,  15. — Camden  :  Benefit  concert. 

,  16.— Presentation  to  Mr.  S.  Mai  by. 

,  16.— Sharp  Waltonians  :  Visit. 

„  17.— B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner. 

„  21.— A.B.S. :  Competition  at  St.  Margaret's. 

,  21. — Dalston  :  Prize  outing. 

,  22.— Central  Association  :  Annual  concert. 


adverse  to  sport,  as  ram,  mow,  and  storm  liavo  prevailed 
without  intermission  for  the  first  three  days,  in  fool  BO 
angler  has  ventured  out.  The  spawning  seu.son,  both  tor 
talmon  and  trout,  his  been  a  record  one,  mid  the  prospects 
.are  decidedly  favourable.  East  winds  only  can  mar  tho 
'■otherwise  certain  sport.— T.      ^ ■ 


•Repuxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  nigh  '"' 
first  post  on  Friday  Morninq.  Address  "  Editor,  Fisiuno 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fcttcr-lane,  London, 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  finance  com- 
mittee meeting  will  tike  place  on  Monday  evening  next  , 
March  8,  at  7.30,  and  the  general  committee  at  8.30. — U. 
Ghuuney.  J,,  ,  . 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last 
report  I  b'g  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
C21  Is.  5d.  from  the  late  Windsor  Competition,  and 
2s  4d.  from  tho  late  ninth  Lee  Competition.  Tho  next 
committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday,  March  12 
at  8  30.— K.  GHUBNKY, 

Anglers'  Association  I  Soi  chbes  District) .▼*■*»■ 
ing  List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  the  9th  inst.,  at  the 
Peckham  Brothers  A.S.,  I'rince  Albeit,  East  Surrey- 
grove,  Peokham.  The  (iood  Shepherd  has  kindly 
promised  to  place  a  brake,  tree  of  charge,  to  any  brother 
angler  or  friend  (hat  would  like  to  accompany  hnn  on 
that  evening.  I  am  sorry  this  visit  clashes  with  the 
Blackfriars'  visit  on  tho  Central  list,  but  it  no  one  s  fault. 
1  hope  all  (ho  societies  on  both  lists  will  try  and  send 
representatives  to  both  visit*. — G.  W.  AJLMSTBONO.  - 

A  B  S.  Windsor  Competition.— Bon  says :  After 
paying  for  printiug,  &c,  tor  tho  Oct.  18  A..B. .Competition 
at 'Windsor,  there  was  C2I  Is.  5d.  in  hud,  win  h  was 
raid  into  tin  A.B.  on  Friday,  Feb.  26.  We  tender  our 
thanks  to  all  thote  who  so  kindly  b  ut  a§  their  MiWanoa 
In  this  good  cause.  A  mooting  will  be  held  at  i  o<t 
Keene's,  Osteon's  Arms,  I  A,  Cnopol-strect,  on  I- runty, 
March  12,  to  arrange  for  the  annual  spread  at  tho  Loin- 
mittee-roomi,  Harcourt  Arm*." 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ihe  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  Sotttb  llarkney.-On  Feb.  28,  Messrs. 
C  ISuiiyon  C.  Osbnrne,  and  W.  Well  weighed-in.  Wo 
lud  ( wo  nice  reach  from  (bo  Lea,  caught  by  C.  Bunyon, 
weight,  lib.  bt.j../..  and  lib.  Llfos.  Our  return  visit  WM 
a  success,  twelve  clubs  being  represented.  Ihe  A.ll.h. 
Box  was  opened,  and  contained  over  C2.— 11.  HAINES. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society. 

Duke   ,'it     S.I  -ex.    I   xbli.lge-Ht  t,    Notting    Hill   (.ale.  - 

Me,s-s.  Itladis,  Webb,  Slack,  Smith,  Abiahim  ,  and 
Clarke  bad  fish  on  Feb.  K  from  ( he  Tl  «fne-.  I  hOM to 
see  all  members  next  meeting  night,  when  Mr. Walter 
Bridge  will  tisposo  of  his  fishing  tackl  '.  I  fhoiibl  hi  e  to 
see  members  of  tho  Western  and  other  dutnet,  at  our 
headquarters,  tho  Duke  of  Sussex,  I  \l  ridg j-streol,  Not- 
ting  Hill  Gat»,neit  Wednesday,  at  U.30  p.m.— B«M. 
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Alma  Angling  Society,  Couoli  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-placo,  Lincoln's-lnn-Fiolds. —  On  Feb._  28  Mr. 
Drew  weighed-in  jack,  porch,  and  roach,  71b.  <ioz.  ;  Mr. 
Dyer,  ohub  and  roaob  i  Mr.  Cutbush,  dace,  perch,  and 
roach,  heaviest  roach  lib.  lOJoZ.,  sent  to  Mr.  Cooper  to  be 
proscrvod. — J.  Chamukrk. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  I'rinco 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  Fob.  28  wo  fished  a 
match  at  Windior,  when  the  prizes  were  all  taken,  as 
follows  :  Messrs.  F.  Fairclough,  lirst,  with  roach  and  perch  ; 
D.  Cooper,  second,  with  roach  and  perch  ;  G,  Kich,  third, 
with  roach  and  perch;  J.  Bouquet,  fourth,  with  roach. 
Messrs.  Lovett  and  J.  Jtich,  out  with  George  Lee,  of 
Twickenham,  341b.  of  fine  dace.  Mr.  B.  Turff  had  some 
tine  roaoh  from  Shiplake. — J.  R 


Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  8utton-street;  Goswell-road.— The  members  of  the 
above  fished  a  roving  match  at  Hatfield  Peveral,  on 
Feb.  28:  Messrs.  Hutchinson,  first,  brace  of  jack;  Latti- 
more,  second,  brace  of  jack  ;  Merry,  third,  show  of  roach  ; 
Lumbarth,  fourth,  roach.  Also  Messrs.  Watling,  roach  ; 
Mellen,  roach;  Fmbleton,  roach;  King,  roach ;  Hender, 
roach  ;  Davis,  roach  ;  Hulme,  &c.  Tickets  are  now  ready 
for  A.B.  competition.— G.  Merry. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Sooiety,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S. W.— On  Feb.  28  Mr. 
Jenkins  weighed-in  some  splendid  roach,  201b.,  several 
over  lib.  each ;  Mr.  Mead  also  had  a  very  nice  show  of 
tish ;  Mr.  Aplin  and  Mr.  Cooper  also  had  some  very  nice 
fish ;  and  several  others.  Our  next  match  takes  place  on 
March  7,  at  Marlow  ;  all  members  to  catch  8.40  a.m.  from 
Paddington  to  Marlow,  return  from  Marlow  7.25  p.m.  ; 
members  must  get  out  at  Marlow,  and  return  from  same. 
— Dodd. 

Black  Ox  Angling  Club.— On  Feb.  27  our  first 
annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Blacfc  Ox  Inn,  Leeming. 
Mr.  J.  Hurkness  took  the  chair.  After  the  usual  toasts 
the  secretary  read  the  annual  report,  which  set  forth  that 
the  association  was  formed  in  September  last  in  order  to 
encourage  the  anglers  of  the  district.  At  present  there 
were  forty  members,  and  they  had  permission  from  nearly 
all  the  landowners  and  farmers  to  fish  in  Bedale  Beck  and 
the  Swale  for  over  six  miles.  In  competitions  Messrs. 
John  King  and  W.  Slinger  were  Winners  of  the  chief  prizes. 
There  was  a  balance  of  £2  13s. ,  and  they  hoped  to  purch  ise 
a  stock  of  yearling  trout  before  the  next  annual 
meeting.  Mr.  W.  Slinger  gave  the  heilth  of  the  gentry 
and  farmers  who  had  kindly  given  permission  to  fish  from 
their  l  md.  He  was  certain  that  the  members  would  use 
their  utmoit  endeavours  to  do  little  or  no  damage,  and 
close  all  gates,  Ac.  Mr.  John  Harrison  responded,  and  said 
as  a  tenant  farmer,  he  would  be  delighted  to  see  the 
members  fish  the  length  of  water  he  occupied.  All  he 
wanted  was  what  was  guaranteed  by  the  rules  of  tbe 
society,  and  he,  on  his  part,  would  do  his  best  to  preserve 
the  fish  and  water  for  them.  The  Vice-Chairman  gave 
the  health  of  the  energetic  secratary,  and  Mr.  A.  E. 
Whitfield  appropriately  responded.  The  health  of  tbe 
lyst  and  hostess  was  also  drunk,  and  Mr.  Dobby  replied. 
Songs  added  greatly  to  the  phasure  of  the  evening.— 
A.  E.  Whitfield. 


Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 

and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  Feb.  21,  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  weighed-in  jack,  bream,  and  roach,  6lb.  13oz. ; 
Mr.  T.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  Gib.  o^oz. ;  Mr.  J.  Roach, 
roach  and  dace,  41b.  8|oz.  ;  Mr.  W.  Bray,  chub,  roach, 
and  dace,  41b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  F.  J.  Pain,  perch  and  roach, 
31b.  8}oz.:  Messrs.  J.  Windsor,  J.  Young,  and  A.  W. 
Pain,  roach ;  Mr.  G.  Fitzgerald,  dace  ;  Mr.  W.  Davis  had 
a  show  of  roach  and  perch,  81b.  5oz.,  from  the  Thames. 
On  Feb.  28.  Mr.  J.  Taylor  weighed-in  a  nice  lot  of  reach, 
bream,  perch,  and  dace,  151b.  12Joz ;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  jack, 
perch,  and  roach,  Clb.  Cioz. ;  Mr.  H.  Davis,  roach  and 
daceJJlb.  5oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  21b.  14jjoz. ; 
Mr.  W.  Bray,  roach  and  bream,  21b.  8Joz. ;  M.  F.  J.  Pain, 
and  Mr.  A.  W.  Pain,  roach  and  perch ;  Mr.  W.  Elliott,  roach ; 
Mr.  W.  Davis  had  a  show  of  roach  and  perch,  Clb.  12£oz., 
from  the  Thames. — T.  Patkrnoster. — [No  report  was 
received  from  you  last  week,  or  it  would  have  been 
inserted.] 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill.  —  On  Feb.  28  Messrs.  Butler 
weighed-in  roach  and  dace ;  Weeks,  roach  ;  Halsey, 
perch ;  Smith,  jun.,  roach  and  dace,  from  Uxbridge. 
Messrs.  Preston,  roach ;  Hancock,  roach  and  dace ;  Gill, 
roach,  from  Thames.  On  March  2,  Messrs.  Coghlan, 
sen.,  141b.  5oz.  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  several  roach  over 
lib.  each;  Dagworthy,  81b.  12oz.  roach  and  dace,  from 
Uxbridge.  Mr.  C.  Collins  and  F.  Farebrother  have  been 
proposed  as  working  members.  Our  tenth  annual  smoking 
concert  takes  place  on  Monday,  March  15,  at  8.30  p.m. — 
H.  Dawworthy. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  Feb.  28 
Mr.  Jennings  had  jack  and  roach,  heaviest  jack,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Billings,  jack,  heaviest,  71b.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Ward,  jack  and 
perch  ;  Mr.  J.  Hoare,  roach  and  bream  ;  Mr.  Bush,  dace  ; 
Mr.  Hamilton,  dace  ;  Mr.  J.  Jennings  won  the  prize  given 
by  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  for  the  heaviest  day's  take.  On  tbe  7th 
a  competition  will  be  held  for  a  prize  given  by  Mr.  Harri- 
son, same  conditions  as  last,  day's  take  only.  A  concert 
will  be  held  at  the  headquarters  of  Great  Northern 
Brothers,  Monday,  March  8,  on  behalf  of  Johnny  Trow- 
bridge, member  of  the  Golden  Barbel  A.S.,  when  our 
treasurer,  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  will  take  the  chair.  Trusting 
all  members  will  support  this  deserving  case. — J.  H. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — The  last  competition  of 
the  season  will  take  place  at  Marlow  on  Match  14 ;  two 
rods;  all  fish  weigh,  according  to  club  rules.  On  Feb.  28 
Mr.  Moore  weighed-in  jack. — H.  R. 

Burlington  Fiscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur- 
lington-road, W. — The  outing  to  Colnbrook  was  very 
successful.  The  following  members  won  the  prizes ; 
Messrs.  W.  Baker,  firs',;  W.  C.  Medcalf,  second;  C.  E. 
Revill,  third.  The  first  two  named  had  roach  over  lib. 
each.  After  the  match,  we  retired  to  the  White  Hart, 
where  Mrs.  Marks  provided  a  very  nice  dinner.  Our 
president,  Mr.  L.  C.  Greenbill,  took  tbe  chair,  Mr.  C.  E. 
Revill,  the  vice,  and  a  few  speeches  were  exchanged. — 
P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain's 


Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— On  Feb.  21  Messrs.  Carter  and 
Scutt  had  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Weldlien  and  Mr.  Grifliths,  one 
perch,  lib.  10|oz.  On  the  28th,  Mr.  Scutt,  roach ;  Mr. 
Smith,  roach.  On  Wednesday  list,  Mr.  Warsop,  pike, 
121b.  i)Joz.  A  pegged  down  match  will  take  place 
at  Henley  on  March  14 ;  particulars  next  week. — W.  S. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  Feb.  28  Me3srs.  Everitt  had  roach  ;  Loft, 
roach  ;  C.  Evans,  jack,  41b.  14Joz. ;  Hackett,  jun.,  roach 
and  perch;  Hackett,  sen.,  roach;  Hubbard,  roach,  one 
fish  lib.  4Joz. ;  J.  Lee,  roach.  Our  host,  Mr.  B.  Williams, 
has  kindly  given  the  club  a  challenge  cup  and  a  purse  or 
gold,  to  be  fished  for  and  won  three  times  during  season 
1897.  Musical  evenings  will  be  held  every  Wednesday, 
commencing  on  March  10,  when  brother  anglers  and 
friends  are  invited. — R.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— On  Feb.  28  the  following 
members  weighed-in;.  Messrs.  Marshall,  roach  ;  Webster, 
roach;  Critoher,  roach  ;  A.  E.  Hoodless,  perch  ;  Andrews, 
perch  and  roach.  On  March  2,  F.  Honour,  jack,  perch, 
roach,  and  dace.  On  the  15th  a  concert  will  take  place  at 
the  above  address  in  aid  of  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales' 
Hospital  Fund.  Ladies  are  cordially  invited. — F.  Honour, 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — On  Feb.  28 
Messrs.  O.  Jones,  P.  Heester,  and  T.  Stone  weighed-in 
roach  and  jack.  Mr.  W.  Stone  won  the  last  prize  of  the 
season ;  and  Mr.  G.  Hatton  also  had  three  nice  jack.  Mem- 
bers requiring  tickets  for  the  competition  at  St.  Margaret's 
for  the  benefit  of  A.B.S.,  can  have  them  by  applying  at 
the  clubhouse. — O.  Jones. 

Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society— The  sixth  annual 
dinner  of  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society  was  held  on 
Feb.  20  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  Cardiff.  Mr.  T.  J. 
Williams  presided,  and  Mr.  Richard  Harris  was  in  the 
vice-chair.  Nearly  fifty  sat  down  to  an  admirably  served 
dinner,  among  those  present  being  Mes?rs.  J.  Treharne, 
J.  Frost  (Bristol),  J.  Manders,  T.  Moore  (Penarth),  J. 
Johnson,  Henry  Price,  R.  J.  WatMns,  W.  H.  Burrows, 
G.  Padfield,  W.  H.  Evans,  and  J.  W.  Gregg  (hon.  sec). 
After  the  usual  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts,  Mr.  Frost  gave 
the  toast  of  "  The  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Sooiety,"  and  in  so 
doing  briefly  reviewed  the  progress  made  by  the  society 
up  to  the  present  time,  and  congratulated  them  upen  the 
faot  that  now  they  had  a  hundred  members.  (Cheers.) 
Mr.  R.  J.  Watkins  and  Mr.  W.  F.  Harris  responded.  Mr. 
Richard  Harris  proposed  "  The  Mayor  and  Corporation." 
Mr.  W.  H.  Burrows  gave  the  "  Taff  and  Ely  Board  of 
Conservators."  Other  toasts  were,  "The  Visitors"  and 
"  The  Press."  During  the  evening  songs  and  instrumental 
solos  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  Gregg,  H.  Harris,  W.  T. 
Harries,  W.  Evans,  C.  G.  Eastern,  J.  R.  Bell,  J.  T. 
Vaughan,  D.  R.  Rees,  A.  Shirley.  Mr.  A.  T.  Harries 
ably  presided  at  the  pianoforte. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  on 
this  list  will  be  to  the  Blackfriars  A.S.,  held  at  the 
Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  S.E.,  on  Tuesday, 
9th  inst.  Anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited. — C. 
Watling.  • 


FORREST  &  SON'S 

CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 

JOHN  IFOMIIEST, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 
24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description. 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Hods  and 
Patterns  in  Flies  made  to  order.  J.  F.,  bsing  a 
Practical  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  first-class  quality.'-— Fishing  Gazette. 


TROUT  FISHING, 

HAMPSHIRE. 

"ROD   to  LET  in  well-known  Club 
Water,  well  stocked  with  big  Trout. 

Apply  "  W.  F.,"  Bryntroft,  Teddington. 


FISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

^OK  B0DS-— Brazed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings,  3s.  9d.  ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  5s.  8d.  to 
10s.  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft,,  bronze  or  German  silver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  spear,  will  make  Jack  Bod,  10ft.  6m.,  r2s.  6d. ;  do.,  double  brazed,  14s.  (id.  to  21s.  6d. 

EEELS. — Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  8*in.,  Is.  9d. :  4in.,  2s.  6d, ;  movable  check,  3iin.,  4s. ; 
4m.,  5s  ;  bronze  revolving  plate,  check  reete,  3&..0*.  6d.  t  4in^  9s.  6d. ;  Brass,  solid  backs,  31n.,  2s.  6d. 

LINES  (waterproof).— Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard :  hemp,  Ad.  per  yard.  Plaited  Flax  Lines, 
20  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d. ;  GO  yards,  2s.    OftMe  Laid  Cord".  50  yards,  7Jd. 

TRACES,  Gut  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d.  ■,  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7d. 

SNAPS,  &c— Ryder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2£d. ;  Jard!ne*a,  8d.  •,  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  l*d.  each 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen.  2 

BAITS. — Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is. ;  Devons,  Totnes,  and 
Minnows,  from  Cd.  each.  GUT  LINES,  from  Id.  per  yard ;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "Fishing  Gazette " 
Gosaamer,  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Postage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    AM  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEMENS  (late  A.  BULMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W. 

(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 
CATALOGUES    I»OST  J?'JKEE. 


TWO-YEAR-OLD  8.  FA  RIO  and  LEVENENSIS,  8in.  to  12in 
LARGE  YEARLINGS  of  8.  FONTINALIS  and  IREDEUS. 
Also  CARP,  ROACH,  PERCH,  and  TENCH  up  to  3!b. 

BUCKLAND  FISHERY,  BRAUNTON,  N.  DEVON. 


BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY. 

One  and  Two-year-old  TROUT 

For  SALE, 

ALSO  GOOD 

PERCH  for  STOCKING. 

PRIGB8  ON  APPLICATION. 
W.  T.  SILK.  Manager,  Stamford. 

RABBITS,  FOWLS,  AND  FISH  OF 
ALL  KINDS  WANTED. 

ANY  QUANTITY  WEEKLY.  • 
Good  Prices   Paid   for  Good  Quality. 

MACLAREN  &  CO., 

Produce  Merchants  &  Commission  Agents, 
146  &  148,  CENTRE  STEEET, 
GLASGOW,  S.S. 


EIGHTY-THREE  SALMON 

Were  taken  last  season  on  one  of  our  SPECIAL  SINGLE  GUT  CASTS. 

O G D E N  &TS C OTFORD, 

19,  LEICESTER   SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. 
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Chaucer  Angling  Society.— On  Saturday  evening 
last  the  members  of  the  above  and  their  friends  were  most 
hospitably  entertained  at  the  Queen's  Head  Hotel  by  the 
president  of  the  society  (R.  Clay,  Esq.).  A  concert  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  organised  by  Mr.  Chas. 
Smith,  was  successf  ally  carried  out.  During  the  evening 
the  president  presented  the  prize,  kindly  given  by  himself, 
for  the  largest  pike  caught  during  the  season,  which  was 
won  by  Mr.  T.  Smirthwaite  with  a  9Jlb.  fish.  The  prize 
was  a  handsome  Greenheart  spinning  rod  aud  winch.  The 
two  special  prizes  for  that  afternoon's  competition  were 
also  presented  :  1st  prize,  Mr.  E.  Atmore  ;  2nd,  Mr.  F. 
Cox.  From  the  secretary's  report  it  was  stated  that  more 
than  60  per  cent,  of  the  members  had  engaged  in  all 
competitions,  which  speaks  well  for  the  popularity  of  the 
society.  The  president,  in  the  course  of  a  few  remarks, 
congratulated  the  members  on  the  phenomenal  success  of 
the  society,  only  regretting  that  it  received  so  little 
support  from  outside  the  ranks  of  the  Chaucerians.  After 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  from  the  vice-chair,  the  health  of 
"Our  Worthy  President"  was  drunk,  with  full  musical 
honours,  and  with  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne"  a 
most  enjoyable  and  long-to-be-remembered  evening  was 
brought  to  a  close. — J.  E.  Coulam. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
On  Feb.  28  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  J.  Will- 
g083,  101b.  I33OZ.,  roach  and  jack  ;  A.  Turner,  "lb.  3oz., 
roach;  J.  Thome,  roach  ;  A.  Bosater,  roach;  Jameson, 
perch  and  dace  ;  W.  H.  Thomas,  chub  and  roach  ;  A. 
Painter,  jack  ;  A.  Ward,  barbel;  C.  Ball  and  C.  Harris, 
dace.  Messrs.  H.  Moore  and  H.  Pegg  also  had  fish,  but 
did  not  weigh-in.  At  our  last  meeting  a  resolution  was 
carried  unanimously  in  favour  of  amalgamation.  Our 
consolation  prizes  were  won  by  Messrs.  J.  Thome,  W.  H. 
Thomas,  and  C.  Ball. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— On  Feb.  28  Mr.  T. 
Gloster  brought  in  a  fine  show  of  roach  and  dace ;  Messrs. 
Linden  and  Lawrence  also_  weighed-in.  We  fish  a  roving 
match  on  March  7  at  Woking  for  five  prizes ;  punts  and 
jack  barred ;  any  prizes  left  over  will  be  competed  for  on 
March  14.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday, 
special.— S.  Violet. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.  —  On  Feb.  28  our 
members  fished  for  three  prizes  from  Carthagena  Weir  and 
Rye  House  Bridge,  with  the  following  result :  Mr.  Hunt, 
first ;  Mr.  Pound,  second ;  and  Mr.  Farmer,  third.  Also 
Potter,  Osment,*  and  Lamond  weighed-in.  I  will  publish 
full  result  of  benefit  concert  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Sherring 
i  as  soon  as  I  can  get  contribution  sheet  sent  in  up  till 
March  2.  I  am  pleased  to  announce  I  have  received  the 
I  sum  of  £12,  for  which  I  heartily  thank  those  societies  and 
friends  who  have  so  kindly  contributed. — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
Feb  28  the  following weighed-iu  :  Messrs.  T.  Carrington, 
J.  Reddel,  E.  Baxter,  T.  Twyman,  A.  Howland,  and  A. 
Duncan.  Will  members  kindly  attend  the  club  on 
March  7  for  a  very  particular  puip:se. — T,  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-street,    Blackfriars,   S.E.  —  Our    outing  at 
Amberley  resulted  in  Messrs.  Kobelt,  first;  F.  Beames, 
second,  W.  Reynard,  third,  bream,  roach,  and  dace.  Mr. 
]  J.  Cownes  weighed-in  chub. — W.  Ash. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.  —  On 
Feb.  28,  Messrs.  Norris  and  Long  weighed-in  roach  ;  and 
Wright,  jack  and  perch.  We  have  an  outing  to 
Amberley  on  March  7,  all  to  start  on  the  morning.  Mr. 
■'  Pratt  gives  a  box  of  cigars  in  the  event  of  five  members 
weigMng-in. — G.  H.  Franklin. 

Balaton  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  Feb.  28  members  had  very 
little  sport.  Messrs.  A.  Maddams  and  H.  Poore  caught 
some  handsome  dace  and  nice  jack.  Members  requiring 
tickets  for  the  A.B.S.  competition  can  be  supplied. — S. 
Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo,  All 
>    Saints'-road,  Westbourae  Park. — On  Feb.  28  we  had 

some  good  shows  by  Messrs.  Severas,  191b.  10oz.,  roach 
I  and  chub  (four  chub  going  111b.  12oz.) ;  Abbott,  81b.  12o/,., 
t'  roach;  Perry,  41b.  13oz.,  perch;  Clemenson,  51b.  2oz., 
I  dace;  Fuller,  61b.  15Joz.,  roach  and  chub;  Welkins, 
y  31b.  2oz.,  roach ;  Fricker,  dace ;  Barrett,  dace ;  and 

Millett,  one  jack.    On  March  7  our  last  match  of  the 

season  takes  place. — W.  Jenkins. 
Dulwich  Waltonians  Angling  Society, East  I  mi 

wich  Hotel,  Goose  Green,  S.E. — Mr.Moore  saved  us  from 
r  a  blank  last  week  by  weighing-in  81b.  14oz.  of  pike  and 
*'  chub,  caught  at  Pulborough.    The  next  monthly  meeting 

takes  place  on  March  26,  and  everyone  is  required  to 
I,  attend,  otherwise  they  will  have  to  increase  the  prize 
L  fund. — Eu.  Moilieek. 

m  EarlBfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield-road,  S.W. — An  outing  on  Feb.  28,  resulted  ae 
follows:  First,  Mr.  Fulton;  second,  Mr.  Matthews ;  and 
I  third,  Mr.  Staker.  Our  consolation  outing,  for  those  who 
I  have  not  won  a  prize  during  the  season,  will  probably  take 
J  place  on  March  14,  members  qualified,  are  requested  to 
P  attend  the  meeting  on  Tuesday. — A.  Tra^uair. 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King's  Head,  Swin 
I  ton-street. — On  Feb.  28  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs 
I  Tavener,  bream ;  Abbott,  roach ;  Wade,  roach,  dace. 
I  Mr.  Bateman  gives  10s.  6d.  to  be  fished  for  on  March  14, 
i  open. — C.  A. 

v  Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
HLHillingdon-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Last  Tuesday  evening 
I  our  visit  on  the  South  London  United  Anglers  Visiting 
I  List  was  held  at  our  clubhouse,  seventeen  clubs  being 
represented.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  C.Rosser 
supported  by  our  secretary.  A  long  and  interesting  pro 
gramme  was  gone  through.   The  health  of  the  gueata  was 


drunk  with  musical  honours,  and  our  worthy  host,  Mr. 
Flower,  in  bidding  the  guests  welcome,  spoke  in  a  kind 
and  feeling  manner  regarding  the  welfare  of  the  club. — 
Alf.  Gonn. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — On  Feb.  28  the  following 
gentlemen  weighed-iu  :  Mr.  Head,  roach  and  perch,  in- 
cluding specimens  of  each  ;  Mr.  Lane,  roach ;  Mr.  Willett, 
pike  ;  Mr.  Grove,  pike  and  perch.  Mr.  lnmau  had  three 
pike,  but  did  not  weigh,  Members  may  weigh-in  fish  up 
to  March  31  from  any  water  that  may  be  open. — J.  A. 
Oliver. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — There  was  a  good  show  of 
fish  on  Feb.  28  by  Messrs. _  Flint,  Burton,  Marks,  and 
C.James.  The  members  will  fish  for  sixteen  prizes  on 
March  7,  at  Pangbourne.  There  will  be  a  saloon  carriage 
for  our  party  to  and  from.  All  leave  Paddington  by  the 
9  o'clock  tram. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E.  —  Brother  anglers  and  friends  are 
reminded  of  the  smoking  concert  to  be  given  at  the  above 
house  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  the  9th  inst.,  on  behalf  of 
the  T.A.P.S.  The  proceedings  will  commence  at  8  o'clock, 
aud  will  be  under  the  most  able  management  of  Mr.  Chris 
Green,  and  it  is  hoped  he  will  be  well  supported.  Messrs. 
E.  Stokes  and  J.  H.  Rich,  fishing  from  the  bank  near 
Reading  on  Tuesday  last,  caught  91b.  5oz.  and  51b.  7oz.  of 
roach  respectively. — W.  K. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N. — On 
Feb.  28  we  had  a  fair  show  of  roach  from  the  Thames,  as 
follows  :  J.  A.  Fitch,  181b. ;  C.  Watling,  101b.  5oz.  (one 
roach,  lib.  3oz.)  ;  A.  Hambidge,  61b.  6oz.  (one  perch, 
lib.  6£oz.)  ;  J.  Watling,  61b.  7oz.  ;  J.  Hewitt,  41b.  lloz.  ; 
J.  Chappin,  lib.  lloz.  ;  J.  Armstrong,  14oz.  ;  G.  Francis, 
5oz.  From  other  waters,  J.  Osborne,  rudd,  131b.  9oz. ; 
W.  Mogg,  21b.  8oz.    Total,  641b.  12oz.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  The  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E. — The  last  smoking  concert 
of  the  season  will  take  place  at  the  Clubhouse  on 
Wednesday  next,  March  10,  when  the  president,  Mr.  G. 
Dowsett,  will  take  the  chair.  Members  of  angling  clubs 
cordially  invited. — J.  Dryden. 

Great  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society.— This 
society  held  a  pike  match  ou  Barton  Broad,  on  Feb.  25, 
when  Mr.  W.  Johnson  landed  a  fish  weighing  221b.,  Mr. 
Boning  one  of  141b.  9oz.,  aud  Mr.  L.  P.  Garrett  one  of 
4^1b.  On  the  same  day,  Mr.  Southern,  fishing  in  the  river 
near  East  Dereham,  had  a  grand  time  amongst  the  roach, 
he  weighing-in  twenty-two  roach,  which  turned  the  scale 
at  231b.,  a  selected  five  weighing  71b.  The  final  pike 
match  for  the  season  will  be  held  at  Fritten  on  the 
11th  inst.,  for  which  all  arrangements  will  be  made  on 
Tuesday  next. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Mason's  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C— At  the  meeting 
on  Tuesday  evening  it  was  determined  to  send  a  com- 
petitor to  the  meeting  of  the  National  Angling  Clubs 
Association,  at  Lochleven,  on  June  2.  _  Resolutions  were 
carried  in  favour  of  stocking  the  society's  waters  with 
other  kinds  of  fish  than  those  at  present  there.  Some 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  smoking  concert  next 
Tuesday,  and  also  for  the  annual  dinner  on  the  30th  inst. 
Mr.  Robert  Snare  reported  having  taken  a  number  of 
pike,  from  111b.  down  ;  Mr.  Robinson,  chub  and  dace ; 
and  Messrs.  Norman  and  Morull,  142  whiting,  at  New- 
haven.  Mr.  T.  F.  Aukland  read  a  splendid  paper  on  "  The 
Life  of  Nelson,"  for  which  a  sincere  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  him. — J.  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— Mr.  Hall  had  a  show  of 
roach,  and  Mr.  H.  Dacosta  perch.    Messrs.  N.  Powers  and 
G.  Hunt  were  elected  working  members,  and  Mr.  C 
Levoir  an  hon.  member.— C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tolliugton-road,  Holloway,  N.— We  have  had  some  capital 
shows  offish  lately,  viz.,  Mr.  G.  West  in  two  outings,  181b. 
64oz.  of  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  S.  Stone,  71b.  2o/..  of  roach 
and  perch  ;  and  Mr.  T.  A.  Shaw,  10lb  6fcoz.  of  roach,  dace 
and  chub,  and  on  another  occasion,  in  three  hours  fishing 
seventeen  roach  scaling  171b.  7loz->  a  peculiarity  of  th< 
catch  being  that  four  tish  scaled  lib.  8Joz.  each,  and  three, 
lib.  lloz.  each.  Members  are  reminded  of  the  Roving 
Competition  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  are  requested  to  attend 
at  our  next  meeting,  Wednesday  the  10th,  for  the  purpose 
of  welcoming  the  return  of  our  late  treasurer,  Mr.  G.  H 
Rutherford,  from  South  Africa.— T.  A.  Shaw. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E— On  Feb.  28  Messrs. 
F.  Newton  had  roach  ;  W.  Bishop,  jack  and  perch  ;  .1 
lluntloy,  jack:  A.  McGuinejs,  perch.  The  winners  of 
the  two  monthlies  were  F.  Newton,  £1  Is.  (proprietors), 
S  Gillett,  10s.  (clubs),  for  gross  weight  during  I  ebruary. 
Two  more  for  March.  Sign  at  clubhouse.  Will  members 
please  attend  on  Tuesday  next  for  the  audit.— Johnny. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Barley  Mow, 
50  Long-lane,  Smithfield,  E.C. — On  the  22nd  ult.  the 
following  gentlemen  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Sloper,  one  jack, 
41b  4oz.,and  roach  (best  tish  lib.  loz.)  ;  Mr.  Boatwright, 
roach  ■  and  Mr.  Seyfang,  roach.  On  the  1st  inst 
Mo=srs.  Boatwright  and  Seyfang  weighed-in  roach  and 
perch  and  roach  respectively.  Members  are  reminded  that 
they  may  tish  for  roacli  in  the  society's  private  waters 
until  April  15  next.  Our  jack  fishing  season  closed  on 
28th  ult.,  and  Mr.  Sloper  wins  the  society  s  prize  tor  the 
best  specimen  jack.— 1.  C.  W.  Seykano. 

Islington  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Myddel 
ton  Arms,  Canonbufy-road.  — On  leb.  28  the  following 
weighed-in:    Messrs.  'J.  H.  HerWt,  roach  and  dace ; 
Holder,  roacli,  perch,  and  dace  ;  Croker,  roach  and  dace  : 
Leach,  roach  and  dace;  and  Burwash,  roach.    Iho  final 


arrangements  for  the  outing  for  the  remainder  of  the 
prizes  to  be  settled  on  March  9. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — The  members 
competed  for  four  special  prizes  on  Feb.  28.  Only  one 
was  taken,  Mr.  G.  Nunn  being  the  winuer.  The  remain- 
ing three  will  be  fished  for  ou  the  7th  inst.,  on  the  Lea, 
between  Carthagena  Weir  and  Ware  Park  Mill ;  all  com- 
petitors to  fish  from  the  towing  path.  There  are  four 
special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  Wednesday,  March  10, 
competitors  being  allowed  to  choose  their  own  waters 
(private  waters  barred).  On  Feb.  28  Mr.  T.  W.  Garrard 
had  roach  ;  and  Messrs.  J.  Poole  and  W.  Batten,  perch. — 
H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 

Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— On  Feb.  28 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  F.  Daws,  some  tine 
roach  ;  T.  Dew,  perch  and  roach  ;  C.  Butcher,  chub.  Our 
next  outing  will  take  place  at  Chertsey,  on  March  14, 
when  a  match  will  be  fished,  between  the  married  versus 
single  members.  Some  good  prizes  will  be  given,  All 
members  wishing  to  compete,  will  please  give  their  names 
in  to  the  secretary,  not  later  than  >V'ednesday  next,  en- 
trance fee,  (id.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  the  concei  t 
in  aid  of  a  brother  angler,  on  March  8. — U.  Edwards. 

Lea  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cricketers'  Hotel, 
Clarence-road,  Clapton.  —  We  have  match  at  St. 
Margaret's  on  March  7,  for  three  prizes. — Wm.  H.  King. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool. — 
Our  eighteenth  annual  dinner  on  the  25th  ult.  was  quite  a 
success,  from  a  hungry  angler's  point  of  view,  Mr.  Bush 
serving  up  a  very  nice  dinner  indeed,  but  the  number  sitting 
down  to  it  was  the  lowest  we  have  ever  had.  However, 
with  Mr.  W.  J.  Veale  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  Ic.  Heard  as  his 
vis-a-vis,  all  went  off  most  pleasantly,  and  without  a  hitch. 
Mr.  H.  Veale  handled  the  piano  skilfully,  and  proved  a 
very  able  accompanist.  The  toasts  were  :  "  Her  Gracious 
Majesty  the  Queen,"  "  The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales, 
and  all  the  other  Members  of  the  Royal  Family," 
"  The  Liverpool  Angling  Association,  coupled  with 
the  names  of  the  Vice- President,  Mr.  C.  W.  Childs, 
and  the  Chairman,  Mr.  W.  J.  Veale,"  "  The  Officers 
of  the  Association,  coupled  with  names  of  Mr.  A.  H. 
Hughes,  hon.  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Woodfall,  secretary,'' 
"  The  Press,"  and  "  The  Visitors."  Vaiiws  songs  were 
given  by  Messrs.  W.  H.  Andrews,  A.  H.  Hughes,  Wadge, 
J.  S.  Bennett,  and  Heard,  who  all  appeared  in  first-class 
voice.  Mr.  H.  T.  Shan  gave  the  Yankee  reci'ation, 
"  Truthful  James,"  and  effectually  brought  out  the  drawl 
and  humour  of  the  p:ece.  Mr.  Marsh  gave  a  successful 
example  of  thought  reading,  finding  the  pin  at  the  first 
attempt.  Altogether  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was 
passed,  and  the  social  function  was  Drought  to  a  close  at 
eleven,  with  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  and 
the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne."  We  netted  the  pond 
of  the  Liverpool  Curling  Club  at  Rainhill  ou  the  25th,  and 
obtained  some  grand  perch  up  to  lib.,  and  rudd  up  to 
Jib.,  which  were  placed  in  our  Knowsley  water.  Not  a 
trout  was  taken,  which  was  a  bit  mysternus,  as  300  rain- 
bows were  put  in  a  few  months  ago. — Ri>.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  Bast  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row. — After  a  lengthy 
discussion  at  the  meeting  on  Monday  last  re  the  altering 
of  contributions  and  entrance  foe  to  the  above  named 
association,  it  was  resolved  that  the  contributions  remain 
as  they  are,  but  the  entrance  fee  be  4s.,  which  shall 
include  all  stationery  for  the  year.  The  following  gentle- 
men were  elected  members:  Messrs.  F.  A.  Beer,  T.  N. 
Robinson,  and  John  Ramsden.  The  officers  for  the  year 
are:  President,  Mr.  H.  Bratt  ;  vice-president,  Mr.  K. 
Attwood;  assistant-secretary,  Mr.  J.  Bright;  treasurer, 
Mr,  W.  Meighen ;  auditors,  Messrs.  Bate  and  W.  11. 
Wiggins;  committee,  Messrs.  Laidlaw,  Bright,  T.  ('. 
Segar,  Isaac  Smith,  E.  Jones,  (!.  Wilding,  and  Etches. 
Officers  are  requested  to  meet  on  Monday  at  7.30  p.m.  ; 
business  important. — James  Reynolds. 

Malby  Testimonial. — The  next  committee  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  10,  at  the  Brownlow 
Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Dalston,  at  9  o'clock.  As  this 
will  be  the  last  meeting,  I  should  like  every  gentleman  to 
attend.— C.  A.  PocoCK. 

Metropolitan  Angling  Society,  WuicIh  tei  Btreel 
Pentonville.— On  Feb.  28,agoodsliow  offish  (elemg  cm  601b.) 
Wiis  weighed-in  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  More,  Uiehanls 
(one  carp,  21b.  l  loz.) ;  Johnson,  Clark,  W.  Watling,  Cook, 
Bowdrcy,  and  Mauley,  consisting  of  chub,  roach,  jack, 
bream,  dace,  and  rudd.  Balance  sheet  will  be  brought 
forward  next  week,  for  last  quarter.— W.  Watmno. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.— On  Tuesday  Lui 
Messrs.  Bailey  and  Biddleoimbe  wore  elected  working 
members.  Several  members  have  been  out  during  the 
week.  Mr.  Ilendon,  eleven  jack,  the  majority  sizeable, 
but  two  only  were  retained;  Messrs.  Swank,  Bailey, 
Stockdole.  Henaut,  and  others  had  jack,  perch,  and 
roach.  We  have  a  special  outing  on  the  6th  111st.  to 
Hertford;  trains  7.28  and  8.5;  Liverpool-street.— 11 . 
Stockdai.e. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Cavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  llolborn.— On  Feb.  88  Mi*.  Collins 
weighed-in  roach  from  the  Lea.  On  Maroh  1  somo  Kood 
business  was  disposed  ofj  Memliors  are  requested  to 
attend  011  March  5  for  special  business.— A.  Tul'l.is. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Si  n 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Greon.  —  Kcsult  of 
match  on  Feb.  28 :  J.  Katon,  first ;  G.  Haycock,  second  ; 
B,  Lamb,  jno.,  third.  On  March  7  we  have  a  match  from 
Bye  House  to  St.  Margaret's.  Tiain,  0.10  Bethnal  Green. 
—  A.  E1XWI8, 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  1'ark-lane, 
Tottenham.— On  the  2*th,  the  following  had  fish.  Messrs. 
Vyll,  perch;  Ueitz,  perch;  Thompson,  roach  and  dace; 
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FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

GRAND  SHOW  of  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  &c,  at  the  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

Opens  MARCH  8,  Closes  APRIL  13. 

Fine  Collection  of  SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS  in  DARK  GREENHEART.     Also  a  Grand  Lot 
of  SALMON,  PIKE,  and  THAMES  TROUT  SPINNING  RODS  in  DARK  GREENHEART. 

The  Perfect  NOTTINGHAM  RODS  in  all  styles. 
Grrand   Collection  ol'  BEELS  worthy  of  Inspection. 
SPECIAL   PRICE   LIST   FOR   THIS   EXHIBITION   SENT   POST   FREE   TO   ANY  ADDRESS 

NEWARK- ON-TRENT. 


D  STi  A  TUT?   ACME  R0D  and  REEL 

±J.  KJ-LJ-O.  _L  JZjXV/,  WORKS, 


SPECIAL  3XTOTICB  TO  THE  'I'M  A  T-fcTTl 

Oar  new  Trade  List  is  now  Ready,  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers  will  do  well  in  giving  our  Noted  RODS,  REELS,  and  TACKLE  a  Trial. 


SECOND  ISSUE. 


A  DELIGHTFUL  BOOK  AS  A  PRESENT 

FOR  LOVERS  OF  GARDENS  CONTAINING  SWEET- SMELLING  PLANTS. 


ENTITLED  : 


Sweet  Scented  Flowers  and  Fragrant  Leaves. 

A  dainty  volume,  comprising  nearly  300  pages,  all  about  plants  with  scented  flowers 
or  foliage,  and  written  in  a  manner  easily  understood  by  the  veriest  amateur.  It 
is  also  of  great  value  to  all  who  understand  plants,  as  it  includes  a  terse  description 
of  almost  every  known  speoies  bearing  these  attractive  features. 
By  DONALD  M  'DONALD,  Associate  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society. 
WITH  AN  INTRODUCTION 
By  WILLIAM   ROBINSON,    Esq.,  Author  of  "The  English  Flower 
Garden,"  "  The  Wild  Garden,"  &c,  &c. 

Illustrated  with  Sixteen  Beautifully  Coloured  Plates  of  Flowers. 

Published  by  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House 

Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 
Price  3s.  6c3L.,  Post  ^ree. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  graciously  accepted  a  copy  of  this  book 
"A  volume  whose  title,  authorship,  and  credentials  sufficiently  recommend  it," -The  Times. 


PRACTICAL  MAKERS 
OF  FIRST  CLASS 


E.  HOLBROW  &  CO.'S 

SALMON, 

SEA  TROUT, 

and  TROUT 

SPECIALITIES. 

SEASON  1897. 

THE  NEW  "W.  L.  P."  ROD  FITTING. 

The "  Black  Spean^and  "  The  Cromarty "  Salmon  Flies. 

Combination  Ferrulled  and  Spliced  Rods  for 
Expedition  Purposes. 

Varieties  of  Dressings  of  Salmon  and  Trout 
Flies.  Orders  executed  per  return  of  post. 

Rods  and  every  description  of  Tackle  sub- 
mitted in  an  unfinished  state  for  any  alterations 
that  may  prove  to  be  necessary. 

Full  Particulars  of  the  PISHING  and  SHOOTING  EXPEDITION  to  the 

FAROE  ISLANDS  AND  ICELAND 

Organised  by  J.  Russell- J eaffreson  F.R.G.S.,  and  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole,  can  be'  obtained, 
and  a  sketch  map  of  the  route  seen,  at 

HOLBROW    &  CO.'S 
40,  DUKE  STREET,  ST.  JAMES'S,  S.W. 

KnT  fTfhaUy  P1'^ared  t0JY ni8h  the  Fi8hine  Tackle-Salmon,  Trout,  and  Sea 
IW,^^^^-y«W^«e,  All  letters  addressed  to  40,  dX 
street,  St.  James  s,  will  reaoh  the  organisers  of  the  expedition. 


J.  BERNARD  &  SON. 

FISHING  EODS.  REELS,  LINES.  AND  TACKLE. 
Salmon,  Lake,  Trout,  Rolled  Wing  &  American  Fly  Dressers. 

GOLF  CLUBS,  BALLS,  &  CARRIERS 

ALL  GOODS  ARE  GUARANTEED  BEST  WORKMANSHIP  &  FINISH. 

ADDRESS  5,  CHURCH  PLACE,  PICCADILLY,  S.W. 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

S  tuated  In  tbe  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Health;  Locality,  near  the  Beit  Shop*  Ac 
Aetesian  Well  Watbb.    Elbothio  Lisht  Throughout. 

Moderate  Tariff.    Table  d'Hote,  6.80  until  8.16. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  &c. 

MAPLE  &  CO 

The  Largest  and  most  convenient  Furnishing 
Establishment  in  the  World 


EASY  CHAIRS 


TO  CHOOSE 
PROM 


EASY 
CHAIRS 


The  famous  "CHANCELLOR"  Chair,  large,  roomy,  well  proportioned 
exceedingly  comfortable,  upholstered  in  Dormouse  cloth  of  any  shade  J 
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(i.  Watson,  perch;  F.  Watson,  perch;  W.  Watson, 
perch ;  Coldwell,  dace ;  Dew,  roach ;  and  Carter,  roach 
and  perch.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday 
next  on  urgent  business. — W.  S. 

Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham,  S.E. — On  Tuesday, 
March  9,  we  hold  our  return  visit  on  the  Anglers'  Associ- 
ation List,  when  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepperd  has  promised  to 
take  the  chair,  and  we  have  some  fine  talent  coming. 
Mr.  Lang  weighed  some  fine  jack  on  Feb.  28.  —  G. 
Ethkrixgton. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  Feb.  28  we  had  a  good  show  of  jack, 
roach,  rudd,  and  two  small  carp  by  Messrs.  Clark,  Tayler, 
Bouffler.  and  Carr.  There  are  several  prizes  left.  These 
are  to  be  fished  for  (roving)  till  won  ;  also  a  prize  for  best 
chub  to  end  of  season,  and  one  for  best  roach,  &c. 

Beading  and  District  Angling  Association.— 
This  Eociety  held  a  pegged-down  fishing  matsh  on  Feb.  19 
and  20,  on  the  reach  of  the  Thames,  between  Mr.  Bonas' 
boat  house,  and  the  Scours  Lane.  Seventy-five  com- 
petitors entered,  with  the  following  results :  1st,  Mr. 
Dicks,  Ye  Old  Thames  Anglers,  seven  fish,  31b.  4£oz.  ; 
2nd,  Mr.  Pearce,  Beading  Wanderers,  five  fish, 
21b.  10|oz. ;  3rd,  Mr.  Mott,  Ye  Old  Thames  Anglers, 
four  fish,  21b.  9£oz. ;  4th,  Mr.  Champion,  Ye  Old 
Thames  Anglers,  two  fish,  lib.  8oz. ;  5th,  Mr.  J.  Esall, 
Reading  Waltonians,  three  fish,  lib.  3oz.  ;  6th,  Mr. 
Murrell,  South  Breading  A.S.,two  fish,  lib.  2|oz.  ;  7th, 
Mr.  Jackson,  Beading  Waltonians,  one  fish,  llfoz.  ;  8th, 
Mr.  Ford,  Ye  Old  Thames  Anglers,  two  fish,  lOJoz.  ;  9th, 
Mr.  Menday,  Caversham  and  District  A.S.,  two  fish,  9foz. ; 
10th,  Mr.  Freeman,  Beading  Excelsior  A.S.,  one  fish, 
9Joz. ;  11th,  Mr.  Hinde,  South  Beading,  one  fish,  9oz.  ; 
12th,  Mr.  Wasley,  South  Beading,  one  fish,  S^oz.  It  was 
decided  that  in  this  match,  no  roach  should  be  taken  under 
«?in .— W.  B.  W.  Owen  Steed. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  On  Feb.  28  members 
turned  up  with  good  shows  of  fish,  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Holder,  Longland,  Oibbons,  Trotter, 
Dufau,  and  Boach.  We  hold  a  concert  in  aid  of  the 
T.A.P.S.,  on  March  11.  On  the  7th  inst.  we  fish  a  match 
at  Henley,  for  many  prizes  ;  usual  conditions,  firdt  train. — 
G.  Gibbons. 

Boyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms, 
Coborn-road,  Bow. — On  Feb.  28  several  members  weighed- 
in  fish:  Messrs.  C.  Merigold,  roach,  perch,  and  dace; 
Tissaaw,  perch  and  roach.  E.  Perry,  on  Tuesday,  caught 
some  nice  roach  and  perch,  and  a  small  jack. — F. 
Pignatelli. 

Second    Surrey  Angling   Society,  The  Sun, 

Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — On  Feb.  28 
Mr.  Bichards  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  and  Mr.  W. 
Wink,  dace.  Our  next  meeting  will  be  quarterly  night, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster. — W.  Anstey. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  Feb.  28  Mr.  Massey 
had  8Jlb.  of  roach,  three  largest  over  lib.  each;  Mr. 
Fletcher,  one  chub,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  E.  Smith,  4£lb.  of  roach. 
March  2  (quarterly  night),  Mr.  Fletcher  was  elected 
chairman  for  th6  next  quarter,  Mr.  Clark  retaining  his 
post  as  vice.  The  train  for  our  outing  at  Witham  on 
March  14  leaves  Liverpool-street  at  8.25  a.m.,  returns 
6.48  p.m. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  Feb.  28 
the  following  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Wells,  roach  and  perch; 
Squires,  roach  and  bream  ;  and  Jones,  dace.  There  are  a 
few  more  prizes  to  be  fished  for  before  the  season  closes, 
so  please  attend  and  have  them  fished  off. — T.  Jones. 

South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Club  and 
Institute,  Botherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — We  fish  for  the 
'  February  series  of  prizes  on  March  7  at  Staines  (the  last 
of  the  club  outings).  The  following  weighed-in  during 
the  week :  Messrs.  W.  Streeton,  roach  and  bream ;  P. 
Allum,  roach  and  dace ;  B.  Thomas,  dace  and  roach  ;  nnd 
T.  Whichelow,  roach  and  dace. — A.  G.  Smith. 

South  London  Angling  Society,  George  and 
Dragon(  235,  Camberwell-road. — On  Feb.  28,  Mr.  Boorman 
had  5 Jib.  roach,  end  on  Monday  Mr.  Fovargue  had  121b. 
6oz.  of  jack.  In  the  competition  Mr.  Lee  took  first  prize  ; 
and  the  outstanding  prize  with  two  new  ones  added  will 

fbe  fished  for  on  March  7,  at  Hertford,  where  also  on 
Wednesday  next  we  fish  for  four  outstanding  prizes.  The 
society  has  voted  10s.  6d.  to  the  forthcoming  A. B.S.  match 
!  at  St.  Margaret's. — J.  J.  F. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Bhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  Feb.  28  the  following  weighed  :  Mr. 
Jolly,  jack  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr,  Morgan,  jack  51b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  A. 
i  Shum,  jack  51b. ;  Mr.  Ehren,  roach  ;  Mr.  Beale,  roach. — 
W.  Woodford. 
Sundial  Angling    Society,    The    Plough  and 

r!i  Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith. — We  have  an  outing 
for  members  and  friends  on  March  14.    Arrangements  to 
be  made  next  Tuesday,  when  I  hope  to  see  more  members 
present.    Our  social  concert  was  a  success.    J.  Talbot  and 
F.  C.  Gerrard  weighed-in  nice  shows  during  the  week  from 
Shepperton  and  Langford. — J.  S.  Smith. 
United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
•  Broadway,  Deptford. — Several  members  of  the  above 
ti  fished  a  pegged-down  match  atr  Kingston  on  Feb.  28,  and 
I  I  am  sorry  to  report  a  blank.    The  following  members 
I  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  G.  Marsh,  pike  and  roach  ;  J.  Steer, 
I  dace;  H.  Collings,  roach;  and  J.  Martin,  pike.  Will 
I  members  attend  on  Saturday   evening  for  important 
•t  business. — II.  Tyler. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
[Black  BulL,  Fulham-road.  Chelsea,  8.W.— On  .Wednesday 
f  last  Messrs.  Dixon,  Brixey,  Brice,  and  Bradley  were 
I  nominated  as  working  members.  On  Feb.  28 the  following 
I  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  T.  Alder,  roach  and  chub;  G.  Powe, 
f  roach,  chub,  and  dace ;  T.  Jarvis,  roach  and  perch,  Mr. 


A.  King  gave  a  report  of  the  delegate  meeting  at  the 
Central  Association  on  Monday  last.    Mr.  W.  Duffield 
was  proposed  as  a  working  member. — F.  E.  Haydox. 
Walthamstow   Brothers'    Angling  Society, 

Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — On  Feb.  28 
Messrs.  Callcutt,  Odart,  Knight,  Howell,  and  Stevens 
contributed  towards  a  very  handsome  show  of  fish.  Mr. 
Ford  secured  a  fine  tench,  21b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Tisley,  a  nice 
barbel :  Mr.  Head  secured  a  special  prize  for  gross  weight 
of  roach,  over  |lb.  each  ;  Mr.  A.  Eaton,  jack,  61b.  1  loz. — 
H.  Wigu. 

Walton  and  Cotton  Angling  Association,  Crown 

and  Woolpack,  162,  St.  John-street  Road,  N.— During 
the  last  week  several  of  our  members  have  weighed-in 
some  nice  jack,  the  largest  going  91b. — M.  Cuddon. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-roaof,  Walworth,  S.E. — 
As  only  one  prize  was  taken  on  Feb.  28  another  com- 
petition is  arranged  for  March  7;  same  conditions,  and 
also  as  to  next  Wednesday.  A  general  meeting  is  called 
for  Wednesday  next,  10th,  to  arrange  last  outing  on  the 
Thames.— W.  Wray. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — Our  members  were 
out  on  Feb.  28,  and  the  following  weighed-in  fish  :  Messrs. 
F.  Homera,  jack,  41b.  13|oz.  ;  W.  Swadling,  41b.  8oz.  of 
roach  and  perch;  G.  Pearce,  lib.  6oz.,  and  31b.  2'roz. 
jack;  James  Newton,  31b.  9|oz.  of  roach;  W.  Burling, 
one  roach,  lib.  7ioz. ;  E.  Lowther,  a  jack,  21b.  5Joz.  I 
hope  members  will  not  forget  our  match  on  March  7,  at 
Harlow,  for  five  prizes  ;  all  to  go  down  with  the  train  that 
leaves  Stratford  at  7.44. — B.  Lowther. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Bising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E.  —  Our  February 
competition  took  place  on  Feb.  28,  at  Whittlesford,  and 
resultedas  follows  :  Mr.  E.  King,  1st ;  Mr.  H.  Adams,  2nd  ; 
and  myself,  3rd.  Mr.  J.  Hattersleyand  Mr.  E.  W.  Hatters- 
ley  also  weighed-in  some  nice  fish,  and  included  in  the 
former  gentleman's  was  a  roach  of  lib.  4£oz. — G.  F. 
Montgomery. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Several  members 
were  out  this  week,  and  a  few  nice  fish  were  shown  on  the 
trays.  Mr.  F.  Cresswell,  perch,  51b.  8oz.  (largest, 
lib.  14Joz.) ;  one  jack,  21b.  lOoz. ;  one  tench,  lib.  12£oz.  ; 
Mr.  K.  Scarborough,  roach  and  perch,  21b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  A. 
Scarborough,  perch,  lib.  8oz. ;  Mr.  J.  B.  Howcroft,  one 
jack,  21b.  SJoz.— P.  Smith. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 
There  was  a  crowded  attendance  of  delegates  at  the 
monthly  meeting,  held  on  Monday  evening  last  at  the 
Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.  Mr. 
T.  Goodwins  occupied  the  chair,  the  president  again  being 
too  unwell  to  attend.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting  were 
confirmed,  and  several  other  minor  matters  were  dealt 
with.  Mr.  H.  Stretch  had  sent  in  his  resignation  as  a 
committeeman  on  the  Benevolent  Society,  which  was 
accepted  with  regret,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  accorded  him 
for  past  services.  Mr.  A.  C.  Dicky  was  unanimously 
selected  to  fill  the  vacancy.  An  application  for  enrolment 
was  received  from  a  new  society,  known  as  the  French 
Horn  A.S.,  held  at  the  French  Horn,  Walnut  Tree- 
walk,  Lambeth.  The  Jolly  Butchers  A. S  ,  however,  had 
lodged  a  protest  against  the  formation  of  this  club.  The 
general  committee  having  thoroughly  investigated  the 
matter,  decided  to  advise  the  delegates  not  to  accept  them, 
it  being  apparent  that  the  society  was  not  formed  in  the  best 
interests  of  angling,  but  only  to  satisfy  a  few  secedeis  from 
the  Jolly  Butchers  owing  to  slight  differences,  and  not  to 
meat  any  particular  want  of  the  district.  It  was,  therefore, 
unanimously  decided  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee,  and  the  enrolment  was  consequently  refused. 
An  interesting  discussion  ensued  in  reference  to  the  removal 
of  the  swans  from  the  Thames,  and  the  following  resolution 
was  moved  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cox, 
and  unanimously  carried  :  "  That  this  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives of  the  anglers  of  London  is  of  opinion  that  an 
incalculable  amount  of  injury  is  done  to  the  Thames  fishery 
by  the  swans  and  other  waterfowl  being  permitted  to 
remain  on  the  Biver  Thames  during  the  perch  and  roach 
spawning  season,  and  respectfully  urges  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, the  Dyers  and  Vintners  Companies,  also  the  Thames 
Conservators,  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the 
removal  of  swans  during  the  fence  months  of  the 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Act.  The  whole  of  the  Lcndon 
clubs  are  requested  in  the  meantime  to  pass  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject,  and  to  forward  a  copy 
to  their  local  M.P.  Mr.  Elsmore  ga\o  a  very 
interesting  report  of  the  recent  doings  of  the  T.A.P.8. 
committee,  for  which  he  was  accorded  a  very  hearty  vote 
of  thanks.  Mr.  C.  Watling,  visiting  officer,  reported  a 
most  successful  visit  to  the  Bermondsey  Brothers  A. 8. 
Thirty-nine  clubs  were  well  represented.  Next  official 
visit  will  be  to  the  Blackfriars'  A. 8.,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  on  Tuesday,  March  9.  General  regret 
was  expressed  on  learning  of  the  continued  illness  of  Mr. 
G.  H.  Howard,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed  to  write 
intimating  that  ho  has  the  sincere  sympathy  of  tho 
delegates,  and  their  best  wishes  for  a  speedy  and  complete 
restoration  to  good  health.  The  secretary  reported  that 
the  committee  had  arranged  an  excellent  programme  lor 
tho  annual  smoking  concert,  to  be  given  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel  on  Monday,  Maroh  22,  in  support  of  the  funds 
of  the  T.A.P.S.  The  . hearty  co-operation  of  all  angling 
societies  is  particularly  desired  in  order  to  ensure  luccess. 
The  usual  vote  of  thatiks  to  the  chairman,  Ac,  closed  a 
very  interesting  meeting.  All  communications  to  be  sent 
direct  to  the  secretary,  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  6,  Priter-road, 


EPSOM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Quite  a  goodly  muster  of  members  and  friends  of  this 
flourishing  society  foregathered  at  headquarters,  the 
Wellington,  Epsom,  on  Wednesday  evening.  The  occasion 
was  a  special  one,  as  Mr.  Alfred  Jardiue  had  kindly  con- 
sented to  re  id  a  paper  on  "Practical  Pike  and  Perch 
Fishing."  The  paper  was  of  a  particularly  practical  and, 
withal,'  humorous  character,  and  even  the  most  accom- 
plished of  the  anglers  present  could  not  have  failed  to 
benefit  very  considerably  through  the  many  cunning  hints 
and  the  sage  advice  given  by  the  lecturer,  whom  everybody 
knows  to  be  a  past  master  in  the  gentle  ciaft  of  snaring 
"  wary  luce,  midst  wrack  and  rushes  hid :  the  scourge  and 
terror  of  the  scaly  brood."  After  the  reading,  a  most  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Mr.  Jardinefor  his  kindness  in 
thus  ministering  to  the  enjoyment  of  members  and  visitors. 
Of  the  latter  quite  a  number  were  present  ,  among  them 
being  Mr.  Penny  (of  the  Albert  Piscatorials),  Messrs. 
J.  B.  Richardson  and  Hankins  (of  the  Kingston  Pisca- 
torials), and  several  others.  Votes  of  thanks  to  the 
visitors  and  the  chair  (Mr.  F.  W.  Coles)  were  heartily 
received,  as  was  a  similar  accord  to  the  artistes — Messrs. 
Taylor,  Jeffery,  and  .Tardine — who  contributed  vocal  and 
instrumental  items  during  the  evening,  upon  the  entire 
success  of  which  the  hon.  sec3.,  Messrs.  W.  Dix  and  Keal, 
are  to  be  beartily  congratulated. — Harold  Quill. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


TENTH  ANGLING  COMPETITION. 
On  Friday,  Feb.  26,  a  full  committee  meeting  was  held. 
Messrs.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  Wade,  J.  Smith,  Harwood,  C. 
Watling,  and  W.  Dennis,  were  added  to  the  committee. 
The  list  of  prizes  up  the  present  are  as  follows  :  Olive 
Branch,  tackle  case;  Good  Intent,  10s.  6d. ;  Dalston, 
pair  of  boots  to  measure  ;  The  Angler,  £'1  Is.  Messrs.  F. 
Vanhegan,  a  prize;  Merry,  a  prize;  Levine,  a  prize; 
Black,  a  piize  :  F.  Thorling,  a  prize  ;  J.  Carter,  a  prize  ; 
B.Abrahams,  a  prize;  J.  Smith,  a  prize;  W.  Dennis, 
5s.  A  prize,  by  H.  S.  Norris,  for  the  largest  specimen 
roach  taken  during  the  competition.  If  any  secretaries  of 
societies,  or  friends,  have  prizes  to  offer,  please  communi- 
cate at  your  earliest  convenience  and  oblige. — S.  M  II* Bl . 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Arun  (Fulborough). — Owing  to_  heavy  rains,  Pul- 
borough  is  again  flooded,  the  land  being  under  water  for 
miles.  Fishing  on  the  7th  will  be  out  of  the  question. 
Wenlock  Club  pi  ase  note.— W.  G.  HoLLHAN. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — The  trout  season  cannot  be 
said,  as  yet,  to  have  commenced,  since  neither  weather 
nor  water  have  been  favourable.  Given  a  few  days  of  dry 
weather  sport  prospects  will  be  bright. — D.  ani>  W.  H. 
Foster. 

Ivel  (Biggleswade). — Am  sorry  to  6ay  the_  river  is 
again  flooded.  Although  the  water  is  rapidly  sinking,  it  is 
•  very  doubtful  whether  any  good  fishing  can  be  had  before 
the  season  closes. — Kingfisher. 

Stour  (Bures,  Suffolk). — The  water  in  this  liver  is 
now  veiy  thick,  and  in  slight  flood.  If  no  more  rainfalls 
the  water  may  be  in  good  condition  for  ronih  angling  on 
the  7th,  but  the  weather  is  very  unsettled.  Worms  or 
gentles  will  be  the  best  lures.— W.  T.  Bainbridge. 

Trent  (Newark). — Boisterous  weather,  nnd  though 
the  river  is  in  good  condition  for  worm  fishing,  there  is 
but  little  auglng.  Roach  aud  bream  fishermen  meet 
with  best  sport.  Mr.  Adcock.  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Leos, 
amongst  others,  taking  fish  of  lib  8oz.,  aud  lib.  7oz. 
From  the  Muskham  water  Mr.  H.  Comer  and  Mr.  T. 
Lees  had  bream.  A  pike  of  91b.  was  secured  by  Mr. 
Lees. — Trentsi  der. 

CLUBS. 

Anglers' Association  (Wim  ekn  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — On  the  4th  inst.  a  most  enjoyable  return 
visit  was  paid  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society. 
On  the  roll  call  fifteen  clubs  were  well  represented  ;  the 
association  box  contained  the  sum  of  ,C10.  Tho  next  visit 
will  go  to  the  Elgin  Angling  Society  ;  date  will  appear  in 
P.  Q.—3.  Harris. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — The  members  of  tho 
above  fished  a  competition  for  three  lapsed  prizes  with  the 
following  result :  Messrs.  W.  Taylor,  first;  (i.  A.  Payne, 
second;  J.  Wigley,  jun.,  third.  The  competition  for  the 
March  series  will  take  place  on  March  7  ;  members  allowed 
to  fish  anywhere  in  tho  Thames  and  backwaters,  and  leave 
London  on  Saturday  night.— Alk.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Ann,, 
Southwark-stroet,  s!e.— Since  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Merrygold,  Aaron,  and  Sharp- 
less.  AVe  fish  our  last  outing  on  March  7,  from  Hampton 
Court  to  Kingston  ;  leavo  Waterloo  8.15  train,  and  return 
7.10.  We  take  a  visit  on  the  Central  List  next  Tuesday, 
March  9.— J.  POSTER. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidnoy-streot,  City-road.— On  Feb.  28  tho  prisei  woio  all 
taken.    Mr.  W.  Parish,  first;  Mr.  J.  Hurell,  second; 


TKN  THOUSAJD  PoVVDI  PBB  ANNIM  MAY  II  BAMBD  at  too 
groat  a  IMrlflOCi  if  wo  niln  our  health  anil  happiness  ilurlng  it n 
aCflnm'BhWim.  Although  money  Ih  a  necessary  article  lo  possess 
In  order  lo  obtain  the  moans  of  existence.  It  cannot  purchasu  love, 
friendship,  or  immunity  from  the  danger*  and  pangs  or  disease 
Tho  millionaire  has  often  envied  tho  tolling  labourer  hie  hearty 
appetite  and  stuidj  health,  and  would  gladly  have  saorlllood  a 
large  amount  of  bla  wealth  In  exchange  for  theso  blessing*. 
Holloway's  l'llls,  however,  ran  give  health  to  tho  most  delicate. 
They  aro  tho  precious  key  which  can  o|icn  tho  door  loading  to  tho 
smiling  valley  of  health.  Thoy  nurlfy  the  system  and  give  the 
essential*  of  strength  for  tho  blood. 
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Mr.  G.  Hurell,  third.  Mr.  B.  Newbold  won  the  prize  for 
(lie  heaviost  roaoh,  and  Mr.  G.  Kyuaston,  heaviest  porch. 
The  next  outing  will  tako  jlico  on  March  14,  for  which 
five  prizes  are  prom isod. — Pllir,. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints-road,  Westbourne  Park. — Tlio  return  visit  to 
this  society  held  on  March  I,  was  successful,  fifteen  clubs 
being  represented  ;  and  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Box  con- 
tained tin'  handsome  sum  of  £10.  Mr.  T.  Twyman  took 
the  chair. 

Poley  Angling  Society,  Tim  Prince  of  Wales, 
Groat  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebono.  — The 
following  weighed-in  on  Fob.  28 :  Messrs.  H.  Dutten, 
Hill,  and  Hutching,  roach,  perch,  and  jack. — II.  S. 
Norms. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road. — Tho  following  weighed-in  on  Feb.  28  : 
Mossrs.  F.  Vanhegan,  roach,  8lb.  L'S|oz.,  perch,  12Aoz. ; 
H.  Whitehoad,  bream  and  roach,  lib.  2ioz. ;  S.  Hill, 
roach,  51b.  ljoz.  ;  and  H.  Haines,  8Jb,  9|oz. — H.  Smith. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne- 
road. — On  Feb.  28  wo  fished  at  Windsor,  three  prizes  being 
takon  by  W.  Reddington,  son.,  Ide,  and  W.  Reddington, 
jttn.  Messrs,  lienca  and  Gilder  liad  roach.  Will  members 
ontered  in  private  match  attend  on  Wednesday  next  to 
settle  an  important  point  i nised  in  eonnection  with  same. 
— A.  Ide. 

Maldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridgo,  Maldon,  Essex. — At  the  monthly  meeting 
last  evening  it  was  proposed  that  the  above  club  should 
rent  the  Langford  waters,  recently  held  by  the  Anglers' 
Association,  and  that  5s.  subscription  tickets  be  issued  for 
the  year  to  each  angle r.  W e  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  names  of  any  London  anglers  who  may  wish  to  fish 
these  waters,  and  shall  be  pleated  to  forward  particulars 
on  application  to  the  secretary.  Entries  close  on  the  2<}th 
inst. — G.  Wrake,  .tun. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth. — A  special  general  meet- 
ing will  be  held  on  March  7.  The  last  matoh  of  the  season 
will  bo  held  at  Bures  on  March  14  ;  and  the  annual  dinner 
takes  j lice  at  the  George  and  Dragon,  Amberley,  May  16. 
Members  wishing  to  be  present,  send  their  names  to — 
E,  G.  ROE. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green. — On  Feb.  28  Mr. 
Preston  weighed-in  reach,  Mf.  Dulieu  jack,  and  Mr.  Slade 
dace.  On  the  7th  a  consolation  prize  will  be  fished  for ; 
boundary,  from  St.  Margaret's  Lock  to  Rye  House  Bridge. 
On  March  11  a  special  meeting  is  called  on  important 
business. — E.  Brockett. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— The  last  visit  on  this  List  was  paid  to  the  Firm 
and  True  A.S.,  when,  considering  the  weather,  it 
proved  most  successful,  seventeen  societies  responding  to 
the  roll  call,  and  a  most  pleasant  evening  was  spent.  The 
next  visit  will  be  to  the  Sharp  Waltonians,  Rising  Sun, 
Rockinghain-street,  Newington  Causeway,  on  March  Hi, 
when  I  trust  they  will  be  well  supported. — Axf.  Conn. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  N.W.  —  On  Feb.  28  our  com- 
petition resulted  as  follows  :  J.  Toothill,  first  ;  F.  Bris- 
towe.  second  ;  T.  Austin,  third  ;  F.  Buckingham,  fourth. 
C.  Gillespy  also  had  fish. — T.  Austin. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers'  Arms, 
Arlington  -  street,  New  North  -  road.  —  The  following 
weighed-in  on  Feb.  28  :  Mr.  Renn,  Mr.  G.  Styman,  Mr. 
Chambers,  and  Mr.  Sullivan.  Our  match  at  Pulborough, 
on  account  of  the  weather,  is  postponed  till  next  meeting 
night,  March  11.— W.  Harden. 


gotfmgs  bp  tfye  i5ap. 

Dr.  Patterson,  M.B.,  F.Z.S.,  presided  on  Monday 
evening  at  the  weekly  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
when  Mr.  H.  N.  Campbell  delivered  a  lecture  upon 

Fishing  m  the  West  of  Ireland."  The  lecturer  also  dis- 
played some  of  the  tackle  which  he  had  used  during  his 
expedition.  At  the  close  of  his  interesting  reading  he  was 
tendered  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks,  which  was  certainly  well 
deserved. 


In  last  week's  issue  a  block  appeared  showing  the  very 
handsome  chub  of  Clb.  14oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis.  This  fine  fish  weighed  no  less  than  71b.  loz.  when 
landed  at  Shardlow,  and  is,  I  hear,  being  set  up,  which  is 
as  it  should  be.  It  is  hoped  this  grand  fish  will  be  ready 
in  time  for  the  Imperial  Institute  Exhibition,  which  opens 
in  May  next.  And  I  notice  that  Mr.  Wallis— good  luck 
to  him  '—has  "been  amongst  them  "  again.  Once  more 
the  Shardlow  stretch  has  yielded  up  some  of  its  finny  folk 
and  a  fine  catch  of  roach  has  been  brought  to  bank  as 
a  result  of  his  skill  with  hook,  rod,  and  line.  Had  our  old 
friend  Dr.  Johnson  known  Mr.  Wallis  his  famous  cynical 
adage  had  never  been  penned,  methinks. 

Mr.  Harey  Spray,  bon.  sec.  of  the  Nottingham 
Wellington  Angling  Society,  writes  me  that  the  club 
has  abandoned  the  idea  of  promoting  a  casting  tourna- 
ment for  the  present.  I  have  an  idea  that  the 
club  was  wise  in  its  generation,  for  this  year  will  un- 
doubtedly see  many  calls  made  upon  both  the  time 
and  the  money  of  those  who  might  be  supporters  in 
consequence  of  the  celebration  of  what  is  called  the 

Diamond  Jubilee;  why,  I  know  not.  The  occasion  is 
not  a  Jubilee,  and  it  certainly  is  not  a  diamond. 

On  Tuesday  evening  last  Mr.  T.  F.  Aukland  read  a 
paper  entitled  The  Life  of  Nelson,"  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Gresham  Angling  Society.  He  was  deservedly 
applauded.  ' 


The  smoking  concert  for  tho  benefit  of  Mr.  John  Trow 
bridge  (for  twenty-five  years  a  member  of  the  Golden 
Barbel  Society)  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next, 
March  8,  at  the  Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Penton- 
ville.  Host  J.  A.  Fitch  is  exerting  himself  all  in  his 
power  to  make  it  a  real  benefit.  Poor  Trowbridge 
deserves  it  if  ever  man  did  ;  and  it  can  be  taken  as  a  good 
augury  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held,  when  such  men 
as  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  of  the  Bostonian  A.S.,  and  Mr.  C 
Wakling,  Great  Northern  Brothers  A.S.,  have  consented 
to  take  the  chair  and  vice-chair. 



The  Rev.  John  Snakering  was  rector  of  a  small 
parish  on  the  left  bank  of  the  River  Trent ;  indeed,  he  was 
rector  of  the  whole  village  as  well  as  being  the  landed  pro- 
prietor. But  for  the  fact  of  his  being  a  humane  and 
generous  landlord,  with  a  strong  spice  of  sport,  in  which 
he  joined  the  villagers  at  times,  whether  with  rod  or  gun, 
or  occasionally  sharing  in  the  tally-ho,  he  was  as  much  the 
ruler  of  bodies  and  souls  of  bis  neighbours  as  was  formerly 
the  veritable  plantation  and  slave  owner  in  the  Southern 
States  of  North  America.  All  the  farms  in  the  neighbour- 
hood were  his  freehold  property,  and  all  the  farmers — 
'  their  sisters,  cousins,  and  aunts" — owed  and  paid  him 
allegiance.  Hence,  his  congregation  at  the  church  com- 
prised his  tenants  and  their  families,  and  occasionally 
included  a  devout  pedestrian  who  would  step  aside  from 
the  tlowery  mead  to  share  in  the  Sunday  services. 


The  rector  was  a  broad-minded  man  who  had  not 
discovered  the  sinfulness  of  angling  on  the  day  usually 
devoted  to  rest.  One  Sunday  morning,  with  rod  in  hand, 
and  jack  boots  encasing  his  sturdy  nether  limbs,  he  had 
creeled  a  handsome  grayling  ;  and,  as  an  experienced 
angler,  he  knew  that  this  tribe  of  fish  run  in  pairs  as  mates. 
The  parish  clerk  put  in  an  appeal  ance,  and  thus  addressed 
his  reverend  master  :  "Sir,  it's  a  quarter  past  eleven,  and 
the  congregation  is  gettin'  uneasy  :  I'm  afraid  they'll  all 
go  home  if  you  don't  come  at  once."  "  Let  them  go,  and 
be  —  happy,  if  they  like  ;  I'll  not  stir  a  peg  till  I've  caught 
thit  other  grayling!"  Fortunately,  the  consummation 
so  devoutly  to  be  wished  quickly  followed,  and  the  rector 
clanked  with  his  fishing  boots  up  the  aisle  of  the  adjacent 
church.  The  service  was  none  the  less  appreciated  by  the 
congregation,  for,  in  consideration  of  the  parson's  many 
noble  qualities,  "  They  all  loved  Jack." 


"  Of  the  manner  in  which  the  beautiful  riverside 
Canbury  Gardens  at  Kingston,"  says  the  Survey  Comet, 
"  have  been  laid  out  and  maintained,  we  have  been  so 
accustomed  to  speak  in  terms  of  praise,  that  it  is  with 
great  diffidence  we  take  up  the  pen  to  criticise  a  change 
just  commenced  which,  portending  as  it  does  the  alteration 
of  the  character  of  the  greater  portion  of  the  river 
frontage,  appears  to  us  to  be  an  error  both  of  taste  and 
judgment.  Ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  people  using 
the  river  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  gardens,  if  asked 
what  was  the  characteristic  beauty  of  the  scene,  would 
answer— the  willows.  They  are  alike  the  most  prominent 
and  picturesque  feature  on  the  eyots  and  on  the 
river  banks.  And  yet  we  regret  to  say  that  it  is 
the  fine  old  line  of  willows,  extending  along  the  greater 
part  of  the  length  of  the  gardens,  which  is  now  threatened. 
The  trees  aie  old,  and  in  many  instances  decayed;  and 
here  and  there  one  may  need  replacing.  But  their  broken 
and  irregular  forms  constitute  not  the  least  of  their 
charms,  and  their  removal  as  a  whole  would  be  generally 
considered  an  act  of  vandalism  and  a  mistake. 

_  "  It  is  not  intended,  we  believe,  to  remove  the  trees 
immediately.  Indeed,  we  understand,  some  of  them  are 
about  to  be  pollarded  with  a  view  of  giving  the  trees  a  last 
chance.  But  the  planting  of  young  plane  trees  between 
them  leaves  little  doubt  that  the  lives  of  the  trees  are 
despaired  of,  and  that  it  is  intended  that  the  line  of 
waving  willows  shall  sooner  or  later  be  replaced  by  one  of 
planes— that  is  unless  the  public  voice  be  quickly  and 
loudly  raised  against  it.  The  idea  of  the  committee  of 
the  corporation  who  have  control  of  the  gardens  is  evident. 
The  young  plane  trees  planted  along  a  portion  of  the  front 
some  three  years  ago  have  made  such  excellent  growth 
that  it  has  been  suggested  to  them  to  continue  the  line  as 
far  as  the  gardener's  cottage.  It  has  probably  not  occurred 
to  them  that  to  do  so  would  be  to  shock  the  sense  of  beauty 
of  a  great  many  people,  who  would  far  rather  see  the  plane 
trees  themselves  removed  and  willows  planted  right  alone 
the  whole  front." 


Some  very  interesting  correspondence  has  recently 
passed  between  the  Inspectors  of  the  Irish  Fisheries  and 
Major  Gamble,  the  Secretary  of  the  Brittas  Angling  Club 
(Ireland).  Office  of  Irish  Fisheries,  Dublin  Cattle  Feb  2 
Sir,— I  am  directed  by  the  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries 
to  state  that  they  will  feel  much  obliged  if  you  will  kindly 
favour  them  with  a  report  relative  to  the  operations  under- 
taken by  the  Brittas  Angling  Club  for  tho  purpose  of 
stocking  the  ponds  at  that  place  with  trout,  as  requested 
in  my  letter  of  Dec.  4,  last.— I  am  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant,  M.  P.  Dowling.   To  Major  G.  F.  Gamble." 


And  this  is  Major  Gamble's  reply  :  "  Dear  Sir,— I  have 
not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  bringing  the  subject  of  your 
letter  before  the  Committee  of  the  Brittas  Fishing  Club 
for  the  simple  reason  that  no  meeting  of  the  committee 
has  taken  place  since  the  receipt  of  your  previqus  com- 
munication which  I  duly  acknowledged.  However,  as  the 
inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  appear  to  be  so  anxious  to 
obtain  a  knowledge  of  our  '  operations,'  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  enlighten  them  on  my  own  responsibility,  more 


especially  as  no  arts  and  crafts  oontaminate  our  transar 

tions. 

'  Of  the  modes  we  adopt  there's  a  charming  variety, 
Familiar  to  every  good  angling  society, 
And  so  I'll  inform  you,  with  care  and  propriety, 
How  we  stock  Brittas— the  flower  of  them  all.' 
To  begin  with,  we  sometimes  obtain  our  trout  from  th, 
Howietoun  Fishery,  and  other  time*  from  the  fisheries  o 
Solway.  The  Saggart  Mill  ponds,  the  region  of  Mullingar 
and  other  localities  also  contribute  to  '  our  little  store.' 

 >+■••<  

"  Again  we  obtain  the  tho  o\a  from  Scotland  and  hatch 
the  trout  out  in  our  nursery,  though  I  regret  to  say  weii 
find  the  Rathmines  water  more  suitable  to  the  existence  u 
of  a  robust  tadpole  or  hardy  horse-leech  than  the  require- 1( 
ments  of  a  delicate  aleviti,  reared  under  artificial^ 
conditions.  At  lengthened  intervals  we  also  net  all 
neighbouring  stream,  but  with  indifferent  success,  as  the 
enterprising  juveniles  of  that  locality  invariably  anticipated 
our  anxiety  to  preserve  the  '  speckled  beauties'  for  legiti- 1 
mate  sport.  To  their  uncultivated  minds,  '  A  trout  ial 
hand  is  better  far,  than  two  that  in  our  fishing  are.' I 
This,  I  think,  exhausts  the  subject,  and  I  trust  the  infor-i 
mation  I  have  so  carefully  detailed  may  give  the  Inspectors  I 
of  Irish  Fisheries  a  thorough  insight  into  the  multifarious  1 
operations  we  adopt,  and  insure  their  high  approval  of  onr  1 
efforts  to  encourage  '  the  gentle  art '  in  this  country,  where  j 
so  few  angling  associations  exist,  though  the  means  and  I 
opportunities  of  establishing  similar  clubs  aie  so  numerous.  I 
—Your  obedient  servant,  G.  F.  Gamble." 

 1  «i«  i — 

Then  follows  the  answer  from  Dublin  Castle:  "Dear  I 
Slr. — The  Inspectors  of  Irish  Fisheries  desire  me  to  I 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communicition  of  the  4th 
inst.— Yours  faithfully,  M.  P.  Dowling."    [The  Rath- 1 
mines  paper,  from  which  this  is  culled,  winds  up  :  "  We  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  cause  of  this  inquiry  from  I 
Dublin  Castle  was  the  fact  that  a  needy  individual  named  ' 
Williams  caught  a  few  small  trout  on  the  Rockbrook  and 
Rathfarnham  river,  known  as  the  '  main  sewer,'  and  sold 
tnem  to  the  Brittas  Angling  Club.  The  club  has,  however, 
ignored  any  responsibility  in  regard  to  the  legal  question 
that  has  been  raised."] 

On  Monday  last  Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel,  Bran- 
don, was  in  London  for  a  day  or  so,  and  the  first  call  he 
made  was  at  St.  Dunstan'a  House,  to  see  how  his  old 
friend  Dragnet  was  getting  along.  Not  finding  him  at  the 
office,  he  cabbed  it  to  the  private  house,  but  was  in  so 
much  of  a  hurry  to  pay  various  visits,  that  he  could  not 
stop  for  a  hot  luncheon,  and  preferred  Vienna  bread, 
Cheshire  cheese,  home-made  pickled  cabbage,  washed 
down  with  a  tumbler  of  dry  sherry.  He  tried  very  hard 
to  get  me  into  his  cab  to  take  me  back  with  him,  but  it 
didn't  come  off.  Later  on.  He  tells  me  that  some  capital 
pike  are  feeding  round  about  the  bridge.  Mr.  Barb  sr,  out 
with  Wolsey,  Mr.  Rolph's  keeper,  secured  a  fish  of  141b., 
and  seven  smaller  ones.  Mr.  RanduU,  of  Thetford,  took 
twenty  in  four  hours,  and  the  average  weight  was  61b. 
aniepe.  Water  is  in' good  condition,  and  likely  to  remain 
so  1  ill  the  close  of  the  season. 


The  Sixth  Annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  open 
on  Tuesday  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  should  receive  a 
visit  from  all  anglers,  as  I  hear  it  will  be  a  verv  represen- 
tative and  complete  display.  The  exhibitors  are  numerous, 
and  includo  several  firms  from  the  other  side  of  St. 
George's  Channel,  and  the  space  in  the  main  hall  of  the 
Aquarium  will  be  severely  taxed  by  the  innumerable 
exhibits.   All  the  entertainments  will  proceeias  usual. 

 >  »» ♦<  

This  is  from  Mr.  Nash,  of  the  Half  Moon,  St.  Neots  : 
Dear  'Dragnet,'— I  do  hope  you  are  beooming  yourself 
again.  That  photo  quite  upset  me,  but  I  see  that  you  are 
resorting  to  some  of  the  best  known  means  of  changing 
the  skin  of  the  Ethiopian,  so  I  have  some  hopes  of  again 
seeing  you  in  that  state  into  which  you  were  originally 
called.  I  have  seen  you  in  a  boat,  and  with  Mrs.  '  Drag.' 
by  your  side.  You  really  made  a  pretty  picture,  and  I  can 
quite  understand  why  she  does  not  lend  her  charms  to 
show  off  your  latest  edition.  The  contrast  would  be  too ; 
great,  and  the  dear  soul  is  not  vain  enough  to  extinguish 
you  with  her  own  beauty.  Come  this  way  and  try  a  little 
of  our  '  Spa  '  water.  You  tasted  it  once,  and  suggested  a 
way  to  improve  it.  That  holds  good  to  this  day.  Some 
of  the  '  improver  '  is  still  left." 


When  a  vile  catarrh  you've  got, 
And  you  feel  like  "going  to  pot," 
Then,  however  much  you  wish, 
You  can  not  go  out  to  fish. 
So  the  cod  can  swim  unharmed, 
And  the  pike  are  not  alarmed, 
For  they  cannot  catch  it  hot, 
And  they  oan't  be  brought  to  pot. 


Draoni 


Drowned  while  Angling  it*  Lake  Vyrnwy.— An 
inquest  was  held  at  Llanwddyn,  Montgomeryshire,  yester- 
day as  to  the  death  of  Capt.  Hayhurst  Francis,  J.P.,  of 
Yslym,  Colwyn  Meifod,  who  fell  into  tho  water  and  was 
drowned,  while  fishing  in  Lake  Vvrnwy,  on  Tuesday.  J 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  accidental  death.    Cupt.  ! 
Francis  formerly  held  a  commission  in  the  Royal  Fusiliers, 
was  a  large  landowner,  an  ex-high  sheriff,  and  member  of  ' 
the  county  counoil.    In  his  younger  days  ho  was  well 
known  as  an  excellent  steeplechase  rider. "  II.-  was  forty- 
one  years  of  age  and  leaves  a  widow  and  two  sons. 
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Jlotes  from  tf)e  jfiottf). 

Fob  once  in  a  lifetime,  at  least,  it  is  gratifying  news 
that  anglers  on  the  Dee  have  been  highly  satisfied  with 
the  opening  weeks  of  the  fishing.  One  of  the  most 
successful  rods  on  the  Dee  this  season  confessed  that  a 
continuance  of  sport  like  the  present  would  spoil  them. 
On  three  adjoining  beats  the  lessees  had  fifteen  fish  apiece 
one  day  last  week.  The  next  day  one  of  them  was  heard 
remarking  in  a  half  grumbling  fashion  "  Only  eight 
to-day."  Think  of  turning  up  the  nose  at  eight  clear  run, 
fresh  Dee  salmon  scaling  upwards  of  fcwt.  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours'  fishing.  Well,  well,  a  slight  check  has 
come,  and,  perhaps,  sportsmen  will  be  all  the  better  for  it. 
It  will  give  the  gillies  a  rest  at  any  rate,  for  one  of  those 
I  met  on  Saturday  complained  that  his  back  was  sore 
carrying  home  the  fish. 

Here  are  some  of  the  top  scores  made  during  the  first 
three  weeks  on  the  Dee.  Mr.  Watson,  Woodend,  sixty- 
one  !ieh;  Gen.  Hills,  on  Grand  Hotel  water  at  Crathes, 
forty-one  to  his  own  rod  ;  Mr.  T.  H.  Hay  and  party, 
forty-six,  on  Blackball  Castle  ;  the  same  on  Durris  ;  and 
forty-six  on  the  hotel  water  at  Aboyne. 

Some  very  fine  fish  have  been  got  on  the  coast  stations 
at  the  month  of  the  Dee,  three  of  them  weighing  251b. , 
•'521b.,  and  851b.  respectively.  These  are  more  like  autumn 
weights  than  spring. 

The  Don  has  been  as  yet  a  comparative  blank.  How- 
ever, with  a  continuance  of  the  present  fine  weather  the 
fly  will  soon  be  on  the  water,  and  then  for  the  first  of  the 
trout.  They  are  seldom  worth  eating  till  April,  but  for 
all  that  they  take_  the  fly  greedily  in  March,  and  come 
rapidly  into  condition  when  once  on  the  feed. 

There  is  little  doing  on  the  Spey.  The  rod  fishing  at 
Aberlour  and  other  centres  was  almost  a  blank  for  another 
week.  One  fish  was  got  at  Aberlour,  and  another  at 
Knockando,  when  the  score  might  easily  have  been  twenty- 
one.  We  have  often  argued  that  it  would  pay  the  Duke 
of  Richmond  and  Gordon  better  to  take  his  nets  off.  His 
returns  would  fall  from  the  netting  stations,  but  his  rent- 
roll  would  fully  compensate  this  from  his  fishings  up  the 
river.  True,  he  has  expressed  himself  as  open,  to  treat 
with  riparian  proprietors  above,  but  he  might  be  prevailed 
upon  to  take  the  initiative. 

The  other  rivers  in  the  north  are  yielding  fairly  well, 
and  will  yield  better  when  once  the  snow  broth  has  been 
fully  spent. 


be  too  pleased  to  rent  water,  but  the  great  thing  is  to  find 
it,  as  nearly  the  whole  of  the  water  within  thirty  miles  of 
the  city  is  in  the  hands  of  some  of  our  clubs.  All  the 
pools  that  can  be  acquired  are  soon  snapped  up,  and  all 
the  private  waters  on  the  Trent  and  Avon,  within  easy 
access  from  Birmingham,  are  also  rented,  independent  of 
these  two  large  rivers  ;  nearly  all  the  water  on  the  smaller 
rivers  are  taken.  Large  portions  of  the  Fayeley,  Lich- 
field, and  Stoke  Golding  canals  are  also  rented.  '  There 
are  other  canals  that  are  not  rented,  but  there  are  certain 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  rights  of  fishing.  For 
instance,  the  Stratford  canal  from  Kingswood  to  Strat- 
ford runs  through  no  less  than  ten  differ^t  estates,  and 
the  gentlemen  owning  the  estates  have  the  fishing  rights. 
Then  there  is  the  canal  at  Alrewas,  which  runs  through 
the  Earl  of  Lichfield's  estate.  Now,  this  nobleman  objects 
to  Sunday  fishing.  So  might  the  ten  gentlemen  who  have 
the  rights  of  the  Stratford  canal ;  then  these  canals  would 
not  suit  the  class  of  anglers  they  are  intended  for.  A 
portion  of  the  canal  at  Stoke  Golding  could  be  had  at  a 
very  nominal  rent,  but  the  drawback  to  this  placo  is  that 
there  are  no  Sunday  trains  that  stop  nearer  than  five 
miles  from  the  water.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  circum- 
stances mentioned  that  the  scheme  will  take  a  little  con- 
sideration before  any  action  can  be  taken,  and  it  will  take 
some  time  before  a  suitable  water  can  be  obtained, 
and  also  to  arrive  at  an  understanding  at  how 
much  per  member  per  annum  will  have  to  bo  paid. 
Some  very  good  catches  of  roach  and  pike  have  been  taken 
from  the  Avon  during  the  last  week  or  so.  The  best  of 
the  fish  have  come  from  the  Warwick  district.  Mr.  C. 
Boucher  took  four  nice  pike  last  week,  the  largest  being 
close  upon  101b.  The  roach  have  all  run  a  good  size,  and 
were  taken  chiefly  with  the  small  red  worm.  Reports 
come  from  all  quarters  of  the  Midlands  that  the  roach  are 
in  a  very  forward  state  of  spawning.  Dace  and  perch 
appear  to  be  quite  clean  ;  in  fact,  the  former  fish  are  just 
now  in  splendid  condition,  especially  those  from  the  river 
Blythe.  The  pike  have  commenced  to  spawn.  This  state 
of  things  is  no  doubt  attributable  to  the  mildness  of  the 
winter.  Some  very  gocd  perch  were  taken  from  the 
Hawthorn  Club  water  at  Bloxwich,  on  Feb.  28,  together 
with  a  large  number  of  small  pike.  They  were  all  taken 
with  the  minnow.  A  nice  perch,  a  little  over  lib.  5oz., 
was  taken  from  the  Severn,  at  Kemsey,  by  Mr.  W. 
Tristram,  of  the  Vine  Unity  Society,  on  Feb.  28.  This 
fish,  through  inadvertance,  should  have  been  weighed-in 
at  the  Oak  Society  for  the  50s.  prize,  but  Mr.  T.  forgot  to 
do  so.  Owing  to  Mr.  Scrimshire  having  an  engagement 
on  March  14  next  the  recital  will  take  place  on  tin 
21st  inst.,  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  John  Bright-street.  The 
quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening.  March  11. 


report  stated  that  a  portion  of  the  balance  in  hand  was 
proposed  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  fry  to  replenish 
the  river.  The  officers  were  re-elected,  and  the  name  of 
Capt.  Rowley  was  added  to  the  committee.  On  Tuesday 
evening  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Kent  Angling 
Association  was  held  at  the  Museum,  Kendal,  Mr. 
J.  Watson  presiding.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee stated  that  a  better  condition  of  things  prevailed 
than  for  some  years  past.  Except  in  a  few  instances 
where  the  redds  were  washed  away  by  floods,  the 
spawning  season  was  a  very  favourable  one.  Pollution  of 
the  Kent  and  its  tributaries  steadily  declined,  and  the 
number  of  trout  in  the  river  rose  markedly,  more  fish 
being  taken  during  1800  than  for  eight  or  nine  years  back. 
In  March  last,  1000  yearling  trout  were  turned  into 
the  stream,  most  of  which  seem  to  have  thriven. 
Another  1000  yearlings  will  shortly  be  put  down. 
Other  matters  touched  upon  were  the  record  salmon 
(311b.)  taken  by  Mr.  R.  Garnett,  the  question  of  watching, 
and  the  death  of  Mr.  James  Whitehead,  a  member  of  the 
committee.  The  report  concluded  with  hearty  thanks  to 
the  riparian  owners  for  permission  to  fish  their  waters. 
Yesterday  (Thursday)  a  meeting  of  the  Lake  District 
Fishery  Board  was  held  at  Ulverston.  The  trout  fishing 
season  opened  on  Tuesday  under  rather  unfavourable 
climatic  conditions.  Most  of  the  mountains  were  white 
with  snow,  and  a  keen  wind  prevailed  throughout  the  day. 
Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  the  anglers  met  with 
fair  success. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

It  appears  as  if  stocking  operations  were  to  go  on  up  to 
the  very  last  minute  of  suitable  weather.  Our  Liverpool 
clubs  have  been  very  active  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and 
will  no  doubt  get  amply  repaid  for  their  time,  trouble,  and 
expense.  Stalybridge  report  the  receipt  of  a  further 
consignment  of  good  roach,  numbering  200,  and  averaging 
Jib.  each,  and  another  300  arc  expected.  As  we  approach 
the  close  season,  all  items  relating  to  angling,  get  scarcer 
in  this  country,  of  course,  fishers  would  like  to  see  the 
much  talked-of  match,  Lancashire  v.  Yorkshire,  take 
place,  but  there  is  some  doubt,  Yorks  are  C3rtainly  ready 
and  willing,  ourShefneldfriendsinparticular,but  thiscounty 
is  either  afraid  or  apathetic  on  the  subject.  Reports  keep 
comiDg  to  hand  of  the  success  attending  the  introduction 
of  both  king  carp  and  rainbow  trout  into  our  waters,  and 
certainly  all  are  very  encouraging.  Aarrangements  are  all 
but  complete,  for  Mr.  A.  C.  De  Boinville  delivering  ons  of 
his  popular  lectures  at  Warrington,  on  March  25,  when 
there  is  certain  to  be  a  good  muster. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 

Anglers  have  not  been  particularly  favoured  atmos- 
pherically, as,  with  the  advent  of  March,  true  to  tradi- 
tion, it  has  come  in  more  of  the  lioa  than  of  the  lamb. 
Not  only  have  the  winds  been  in  the  north  forsome  days, 
but  some  very  heavy  storms  have  ciused  the  water  to  rise 
considerably  above  the  level,  and  at  many  of  the  low- 
lying  spots  the  water  has  again  covered  large  stretc'ies, 
exusinga  lot  of  damage.  The  canal  has  again  been  the 
only  fishing  ground  avail  ible  in  close  proximity  to  Leicester. 
The  attendance  h  is  been  somewhat  meagre,  very  few 
venturing  out,  and  those  who  risked  colds  and  other 
complaints  did  not  get  at  all  well  rewarded 
for  their  perseverance,  as,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  good  roach,  but  little  in  the  way  of  sport  was  effected. 
As  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  it  is  the  old  prac- 
titioners who  take  the  best  lots,  and  among  the  most 
successful  this  week  were  Mr.  Prime,  with  91b.  of  roach  ; 
Mr.  Smith,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Parsons,  71b. ;  and  Messrs.  Pinnock, 
Fossey,  and  Hobbs  with  lots  weighing  about  51b.  each. 
Pike  fishing  has  been  quite  out  of  the  question,  which  is, 
perhaps,  a  fortunate  circumstance,  as  this  kind  of  fish  are 
now  very  heavy  in  spawn,  and  judging  from  present 
appearance^  the  season  will  be  most  favourable  for  spawning 
operations  in  this  district,  the  dace  having  already  spawnel 
and  got  well  away.  As  usual,  anglers  who  have  ventured 
away  to  the  distriot  resorts,  have  been  chiefly  in  quest  of 
the  voracious  jack.  The  captures  have  not  been  anything 
very  extraordinary,  the  principal  items  being  a  lot  taken 
by  Messrs.  B.  Green,  Pateman,  and  Veasey,  from  some 
private  waters.  The  capture  consisted  of  701b.  of  perch 
and  pike,  the  former  specie  being  a  fine  sample,  whilst  the 
pike  went  up  to  OJlb.  Mr.  (iroeu's  catch  just  fell  shortof 
301b.  The  Leicester  Angling  Society's  annual  dinner  duly 
came  off  on  Monday  last,  when  about  fifty  members  anil 
friends  were  present. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  is  at  1  ist  in  a 
osition  to  supply  members  with  travelling  cards.  (In 
larch  12,  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Worjley  Canal 
Fishery  Hoard  of  Management  will  bo  held,  when  the 
principal  business  will  bo  the  balance  sheet  and  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  Clubs  continue  to  spring  up 
in  every  direction,  many  thinking  t lint  .smaller  clubs  ami 
more  of  them  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  opposite  state  of 
things.  A  few  trout  have  been  taken,  but  awfully  thin, 
and  those  exposed  for  silo  in  our  lisb  simps  are  simply  a 
disgrace  to  the  vendors.  The  SalforJ  Friendly  Anglers 
are  causing  a  lot  of  interest  just  at  present,  ami  the 
question  arises,  are  they  the  mino  society  as  the  one 
under  a  different  name,  but  whose  curds  say  established 
1H17.  One  member  declares  ho  can  produce  proof  of 
existence  in  lsos,  and  if  this  is  so,  it  will  lie  difficult  to 
associate  tho  two  societies. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Tho  wind  and  weather  has  been  so  boiVerous  that  many 
of  tho  broads  are  thick  again,  and  several  anglers  have 
postponed  their  preditated  outings  for  a  few  days,  till 
prospects  of  sport  are  brighter.  No  tinh  of  any  size  have 
been  caught  this  week.  On  Thursday  last  a  party  of 
Norwich  gentlemen  got  six  pike  (largest  Hl.Jlb  I  on  private 
wator,  but  nothing  has  been  done  since.    The  annual 


Mr.  James  Wilson,  Ro3s-shire,  caught  a  rare  fox  the  other 
day.  It  measured  4ft.  2in.  from  snout  to  point  of  tail, 
and  weighed  16£lb.  The  ears  were  jet  black  half  way 
from  the  tips.  So  were  snout  and  lower  part  of  legs. 
They  are  as  rare  as  they  are  vicious,  and  have  been  almost 
exterminated. 

A  party  of  gentlemen  from  Aberdeen,  including  the 
chief  magistrate,  several  of  the  bailies  and  leading  city 
merchants,  had  a  day  on  the  Aboyne  Castle  grounds  last 
week,  at  the  invitation  of  the  Marquis  of  Huntly,  through 
Mr.  James  Brown.  They  managed  to  bag  some  100 
rabbits,  while  of  those  who  preferred  the  rod  to  the  gun, 
Mr.  James  Black  landed  a  beauty  of  101b.  from  the  castle 
water.   

The  Aberdeen  Marine  Aquarium  is  progressing  most 
favourably.  The  scheme  haa  been  most  enthusiastically 
taken  up  by  an  influential  and  representative  committee, 
of  which  Lord  Provost  Mearns  is  at  the  head.  The  plans 
have  been  submitted,  and  a  building,  costing  some  £5000, 
is  to  be  proceeded  with  at  once,  near  the  bathing  station, 
uid  within  reach  of  the  stream  tides  of  the  North  Sea. 

Another  scheme  in  the  form  cf  a  skating  and  model 
yachting  club  is  being  formed,  and  a  pond  of  some  four 
acres  is  to  be  laid  out  for  the  purposes  of  the  club.  We 
m?an  to  try  and  get  the  angling  fraternity  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  concern  also,  and  have  it  stocked  with 


Kelts  have  not  been  so  numerous  on  the  Dee  as  in  some 
seasons,  but  there  is  a  good  time  coming.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  the  fish  had  run  far  inland  during  last 
autumn,  and  that  consequently  they  have  a  longer  journey 
(lielore  them.  The  well-mended  grilse  kelt,  and  those  of 
the  smaller  order,  however,  are  plentiful  enough,  for  all 
nnrposes,  and  have  been  "going"  for  the  minnow  with  a 
vengeance.  •         Spbctal  Sec 


.provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  chief  topic  at  the  Birmingham  clubs  is  the  impor- 
tant question  of  the  association  acquiring  water  for  the 
[nembers  of  clubs  who  do  not  rent  water.  We  have  in 
iJirmingliam  a_  large  number  of  these  clubs,  Whoso  mem- 
>ers  depend  chiefly  upon  the  free  waters  of  the  Severn  and 
Avon,  together  with  what  sport  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Cm,">  adjacent  to  the  city.  On.  the  other  band,  we  have 
■largo  number  of  clubs'  that  devote  the  whole  of  their 
'^nndi  to  water  renting.  These  clubs  are  composed  of 
ientlemen  holding  good  positions  in  the  Birmingham 
|istrict,  and  those  who  belong  to  the  clubs  that  do  not 
nt  water,  are  chiefly  composed  of  the  working  classes, 
io,  if  they  could  see  the  way  open  to  them,  would  only 


FROM  GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 

Since  the  opening  of  the  month  we  have  had  rough  and 
boisterous  weather,  and  to  day,  as  I  write,  it  is  snowing 
heavily.  Angling  items,  consequently,  in  this  district  are 
very  quiet,  but  I  hear  of  a  grand  brace  of  pike  being  taken 
on  some  private  water,  fed  by  the  Wiltshire  Avon,  on  the 
borders  of  Gloucestershire.  Their  weight  was  251b.  each, 
and  were  taken  spinning,  the  small  roach  for  the  reel. 
The  gentleman  who  caught  this  fine  brace  is  a  well-known 
spinning  adept,  but  he  did  not  wish  his  name  made  public. 
Things  have  been  very  quiet  in  the  Lechlade  and  Crick- 
lade  iengths  of  the  Thames  ;  but  Mr.  Fry  tells  me  ho 
caught  some  nice  specimen  roach  recently  in  the  St. 
John's  Bridge  length.  The  close  time  for  coarse  fish  is  on 
Monday  week,  and  a  bad  season  it  has  been  all  through- 
out. The  long  drought  first  and  then  a  bad  winter.  A 
few  more  weeks  and  the  trouting  season  will  be  full  upon 
us.  All  the  Gloucestershire  streams  give  promise  of  good 
sport  for  the  jubilee  year,  there  having  been  a  capital 
spawning  season.  A  run  over  the  Coin  last  week  plainly 
showed  an  excellent  stock  of  fish  in  the  private  waters, 
and  the  re-stocking  of  the  Fairford  and  Bibury  waters 
have  been  very  beneficial.  Trout  fishers  are  already 
securing  quarters  for  Easter  at  these  two  popular  trouting 
stations. 

FROM   HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

During  this  week  we  have  experienced  some  rather  wet 
and  stormy  weather.  On  Friday  last,  near  Cicey,  Mr.  J. 
Cheesoman  had  a  few  good  fish,  his  best  roach,  lib.  The 
trout  season  will  commence  in  this  district  on a  the  Kith 
inst.  The  Derringham  Angling  Club  held  their  annual 
dinner  at  the  Polar  Bear  Hotel,  Spring  Bank,  Hull, 
on  Monday  last,  the  president  (Mr.  W.  Wardell) 
in  the  chair.  The  secretary's  report  showed  the 
society  to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  condition, 
both  financially  and  otherwise.  Another  new  society 
bos  been  formed  in  East  Hull,  at  the  Plimsoll  Hotel, 
in  Witham,  called  tho  Kingston  Angling  Society. 
The  Waterloo  Silver  Hand  Angling  Society  has  removed 
its  headquarters  to  the  Loekwood  Arms,  Green-lane, 
Hull.  Mr.  T.  Galbraith,  of  tho  Fast  Hull  Angling 
Society,  has  been  awarded  the  Hull  Tintei  prize  of 
one  guinea,  for  the  season  of  1896,  for  tho  best  single  take 
in  matches,  viz.  :  13lb.  2oz.  The  annual  dinner  of  tho 
Hull  Ramblers'  Angling  Association,  will  take  place  at 
the  Cricketer's  Arms,  Prospect-street,  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  and  on  Friday  evening,  the  Duke  of  Yoi  k 
A.S.  will  hold  their  annual  supper  and  smoking  concert, 
at  headquarters,  whilst  on  Saturday,  the  first,  open  match 
this  season  will  take  place  on  the  Hnrstwick  Drain  at 
lledon,  under  the  auspices  of  tho  Excelsior  Angling 
Society.  The  Impeiiil  Angling  Association,  held  their 
annual  dinner  at  the  Zoological  Hotel,  Boverloy-ro.i<l, 
Hull,  Mr.  Mark  Darby  (the  president)  in  the  chair.  Tho 
'society  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condition. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

On  Saturday  the  inemliers  of  the  Ambleside  River 
Fishers'  Association  met  in  the  Parish  Room,  Ambleside, 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  D.  Heelis.    The  annual 
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TBI  OABHAHVOIT  AEMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  (O.W.E). 


FIVK  MILES  THOIir  FISHINU  in  private 
wa'oror  tho  F.arl  of  Carnarvon,  Rivers  Kxe  and 
Boric.  Free  to  visitors.  Quito  in  tha  country 
live  liours  from  London. 

Also  tun  Ertecott  Hotel,  Exford.  Miles  of  free 
Ashing.  900ft  altitude  ;  sheltered  and  cora- 
'ortahla  O.  W  WELDER 

CROWN  HOTEL, 

HOWIES. 

Till-:  above  HOTEL  OFFERS  GOOD 
ACCOMMODATION  for  ANGLERS 
on  the  UPPER  YORE,  Wensloydale. 
For  terms  apply — 

JAS.  FAWCETT,  Proprietor. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nr.  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

SPORTS — Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Rudd;   also  Sea  Fishing.    Billiards  and 
Tennis.    Fishing  all  the  year  round.  No 
close  season.     Boarders  (Table  d'hote),  from 
Si.  6d.  per  day.    Nearest  Railway  Stations: 
KingBbridge  and  Dartmouth,  Q.W.R. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 

RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

RIVER  OUSE. 
TfREE  FISHING  ALL  THE  YEAR. 

Special  Terms  to  Families  staying 
Three  or  Four  Days  or  longer.  Healthy 
spot ;  good  scenery.     Terms  moderate. 
Three  minutes'  walk  from  railway  station 
I.  ROLPH,  Proprietor. 


CARRIGART,  CO.  DONEGAL— ROSAPENNA  HOTEL 

HPHE  Trustees  of  tho  late  Earl  of  Leitrim  beg  to  inform  visitors  to  the  Donegal 
J-  Highlands  that  the  above  handsome  and  capacious  Hotel  has  been  enhanced  by  every  modern 
Improvement.  ,  . 

SALMON  FISHING  in  tho  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  rivers  is  Tree  to 
Hotel  Visitors  from  April  1  to  end  of  July.  Free  access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate 
for  WHITE  and  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING.  ' ■ 

GOLF  LINKS,  magnificent  bathing,  delicious  air  from  the  mountains  and  the  Atlantic. 
Under  tte  new  management  of  MR.  BERING,  from  the  HOLBORS  RESTAURANT. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  In  the  8«0  acres  of 

water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 


HEKDON,  MIDDLESEX, 


Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &0. 


"  Pike,  perch,  roach,  fie,  are  numerous."— 

Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations. 
Boob  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Gentlemen  residing  at  the 
TREWYTHEN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

LLANIDLOES, 
Have        miles  of  good  Severn  Trout 
Fishing,  also  Lake  Fishing  within  3  miles 
distance.  — L.  P.  MARSHALL,  Manager. 


Established  35  Years. 

WM.  BURGESS  &  CO., 

MALVERN  WELLS,  . 

Manufacturers  of  the 

CHALLENGE  FISH  FOOD 

20s.  per  cwt. 

For  Aquariums,  Qd.  &  1/6  per  Tin.  Pest  Free. 

Obtained  a  Special  Diploma  for  Fish  Food  al 
the  Exhibition,  Royal  Aquarium,  London,  1885. 

The  CHALLENGE  FISH  FOOD  consists  of  a 
specially  prepared  meal,  mixed  with  highly 
nutritious  constituents,  and  is  adapted  to  fish  in 
all  stages  from  the  alevin  upwards,  being  made 
in  various  degrees  of  coarseness. 

PATENT  ALARM  GUN S. 

The  Greatest  Protection  against  Poachers. 

Water  Bailiffs  and  Riverside  Watchers  will  find 
these  Guns  a  great  boon.  They  have  been  before 
the  public  over  thirty  years,  and  more  than 
80,000  have  been  sold. 

Every  variety  of  TRAP,  NET,  SNARE,  <tc.,for 
catching  all  kinds  of  vermin,  both  fur  and  leather, 
which  infest  the  trout  stream. 


Illustrated  PRICE  LIST  FREE. 

Thousands  of  Testimonials. 


F.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Member  of  the  Junior  Fly  Fishers'  Club, 

SPECIALIST  in  PISH  PRESERV- 
ING and  MOUNTING. 

CHARGES  MODERATE. 

Trout  Rids  Refls,  Lines,  and  Flies  of  the 
most  reliable  duality. 

May  Flies,  per  doz.,  4s.    Floaliug  Flies,  single 
wings,  2s.    Floating  Flies,  double  wings,  2s.  Gd. 
Hackle  Flies,  Is.  fid. 
Any  Flies  dressed  to  pattern  can  now  be 
obtainel  at 

23,  First  St.,  Walton  St,  London  S.W. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 
ON  THE  USE. 

Small  Furnished  Lodge,  Garden,  &c. 

GRAYLING  and  TROUT  FISHING 
IN  WILTS  (near  a  station). 

Charming  Cottage  Residence,  well  Fur- 
nished.   Stabling,  &c.    Pretty  Garden. 

TROUT  FISHING,  NEAR  NEW- 
BURY. 

A  splendid  stretch  of  the  Lambouin. 

Further   particulars    on   application  to 
Lumlets,   St.  James's   House,   22,  St. 
James's-street,  London,  S.W. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  MakerB. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Gheenheart,  Hickory,  or  Lamcewood  : 
Uin.    3in.     Sin.     Jin.      Sin.     Jin.  2ft.  long. 
1/-    4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6   8d.     64.     6d.     6d.     4d.  3Jft.  long. 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion 
Ferrules.Winch  Fittings.  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Requisite  for  Rod  Making.   Flies  in  stock  to  t 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Is.  and  Is.  ud  .  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. :  Sample  half  dozen 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS —Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White.  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackle*, 
lid.  per  doz 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  lid.;  Snipe,  1M.; 
Woodcock,  3d.;  Waterhen,  3d.;  Partridge,  Ud.; 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  ljd. 

Floss  and  Tying  Silks,  9d,  ptr  doz.  hanks,  aU 

shades. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  7s.  6d.,  10s.,  12. ed., 

and  21s.  each. 

Net  Riko  and  Staff,  3s.  6d.  each. 

A  Remittance  with  all  Orilert. 
Cash  Returned  if  Goods  not  Satisfactory. 

SALMON  FLIES  in  fancy  patterns,  such  as  Jock 
Scott,  &c.  in  three  sizes,  i;3  each.  Old  Salmon  Flie* 
Re  tied.  6d.  each.  Pike  Baits.  Worms,  Gentles,  ana 
Wasp  Bait  always  in  stock,  and  sent  to  any  address. 

LESSONS  in  FLY  TYING  and  FLY  FIS  H 1XG 
Terms  on  appl'cation. 


sry 
per 


WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Manchester. 

Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 
LINDUM    FISHING  LINES; 
Boach    Is.  6d.)  Per  10*  yards. 

Barbel    2a.  Od.f  White 

Pike   3s.  Od.f  or 

Salmon   4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  linsi 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Roach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Rods  of 
best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

B.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKES 

1,  St.  swithin's  Squabb,  Lincoln. 

TO  BE  LET  for  a  Month,  from  June  7, 

GROSMONT  VICARAGE. 

Overlooking  the  Valley  of  the  Esk. 

Beautiful  Church.  Very  bracing.  Good 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing.  —  Apply 
"  Vicar,"  Grosmont,  Yorks,  B.S.O.  &m 


Photographic  views  of  two  of  the  new  departments  foi  gruenhcart  rod  making  lately  added  to  Messrs.  Hardy's  Works. 

CATALOGUE  (300  pages)  FREE. 


HARDY  BROS., 


THE  ROD,  REEL, 


ALNWICK, 


Branches 


TACKLE  MAKERS, 

LONDON-61,  PALL  MALL,  S.W. 
EDINBURGH— 5,  SOUTH  ST.  DAVID  STREET. 

MANCHESTER— 12  &  14,  MOULT  STREET  (opposite  the  Exchange). 
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;eneral  meeting  of  the  Tare  and  Bure  Preservation 
tooiety  is  fixed  for  Monday  evening  at  8  o'clock  at  the 
iell  Hotel,  Norwich.    The  committees'   report  and 

liccounts  for  the  past  year  will  be  presented,  and  officers 
•lected  for  the  ensuing  year.  Thepresident,  G.  Christopher 

'  ijavies,  Esq.,  will  take  the  chair. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  Trent,  during  the  past  few  days,  has  fined  down  in 
i  surprising  manner,  and  the  change  is  certain  to  affect 
roach  and  bream  fishing.  It  will,  on  the  other  hand, 
enable  the  chub  fishermen  to  give  the  "  loggerheaded  " 
tlfih  a  further,  and,  perhaps,  final,  trial  before  the 
Mundella  Act  comes  into  operation.  Towards  the  close 
cf  last  week  the  weather,  which  had  been  very  boisterous, 
moderated  a  good  deal  as  regards  wind,  and  anglers  for 
roach  and  bream  were  not  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
improved  state  of  things.  At  Shardlow,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 
Wallis  and  Mr.  J.  Bailey  made,  I  hear,  another  splendid 
haul  of  large  roach  with  the  brandling  worm,  and  on  the 
adjoining  stretch,  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner  and  self  creeled 
301b.  of  roach  and  bream.  None  of  the  latter 
!  ran  large,  but  of  the  roach,  six  aveia^ed  lib.  6oz. 
each.  The  whole  were  got  with  the  tail  end  of 
the  lob-worm.  Mr.  J.  Birkin  made  substantial  bags  of 
roach  and  bream  on  the  same  waters,  and  the  Melbourne 
(  lub  members  were  meeting  with  improved  sport  on  their 
section  above  Weston  Cliff  Ferry.  There  has  been  less 
doing-  at  Clifton  and  Wilford  during  the  week,  but  a 
favoured  few  have  creeled  some  handsome  roach  with  worm 
at  Beeston  and  Barton.  One  or  two  good  takes  are  also 
reported  from  Fiskerton  and  Rolleston,  where,  next 
Thursday,  the  members  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Society 
are  due  to  fish  another  of  their  pegged  down  competitions. 
The  Fishery  Board's  river  bailiff  has  been  down  the  river 
for  the  purpose  of  making  observation  in  the  matter  of  the 
ascent  of  spring  run  salmon.  He  is  of  opinion  we  si  all 
hive  a  strong  head  of  fish  up  before  long.  The  late  big 
floods  have  been  all  in  favour  of  an  early  run  upwards.  '  In 
the  Jubilee  year  of  1887  numerous  heavy  fellows  fell  to  the 
rods  of  anglers  in  the  early  pait  of  March,  and  the  season 
was  the  best  ever  known  on  the  Trent.  Just  in  closing  I 
learn  that  on  Monday,  at  Girton,  Mr.  Sam  King  and 
friends,  of  the  Nag's  Head  Society  here,  ran  and  landed 
eight  pike,  best  14Jlb.  They  also  secured  a  fair  quantity  of 
roach  and  perch  with  the  worm.  The  weather  again 
turned  very  rough  on  Wednesday,  but  the  river  did  not 
app?ar  likely  to  undergo.any  change. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  past  week  has  not  been  a  very  saMsfactory  one,  the 
weather  at  time3  having  been  very  rough  and  boisterous, 
with  a  good  deal  of  rain.  Sorue  fairly  good  sport  ha3 
I  been  obtained  ia  the  Idle,  near  Retfoid,  several  basket*  of 
nice  reach  bavin?  bcea  caughb  near  Bollam  by  Sheffield 
anglers.  Pike  fishing  at  Mattersey  has  been  followed 
with  considerable  success,  a  few  nice  fish  of  decent  size 
having  been  taken.  At  present  Sheffield  anglers  are  much 
ai.noyed  at  the  amount  of  illegal  fishine,  netting,  &c. ,  which 
goes  on  in  some  parts  of  the  Trent,  and  of  late  large  quanti- 
ties of  roach  and  pike  have  been  caught  in  anything  but  a 
proper  way.  In  the  Witham  and  Horncastle  Canal  tome 
excellent  roach  fishing  has  been  obtained,  and  anglers  who 
have  visited  Bardney  have  done  very  well.  The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Sheffield  Ang'.ers'  Association  was  held  on  Wed- 
nesday, Mr.  C.  W.  Styling  in  the  chair.  The  seretary, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Walker,  presented  the  annual  report  and  state- 
ment of  accounts,  which  showed  that  daring  the  year  the 
total  receipts  amounted  to  £4361  9s.  6d.,  which  included 
£3670  5s.  6d.  by  the  sale  of  railway  tickets.  The  expendi- 
ture amounted  to  £4005,  and  there  was  a  balance  in  hand 
of  £355  10a.  2d.  ■  The  chairman  mentioned  that  the 
association  had  10,000  members,  an  increase  on  last  year, 
although  they  had  exp?cted  to  loose  2000  members 
|  through  the  formation  of  a  kindred  association  in  the 
J  city.  Referring  .  to '  the  Bill  which  was  introduced 
toplace  a  rod  tax  on  coarse  fishing,  he  said  they 
headed  the  opposition  to  the  Bill,  and  were  successful 
in  defeating  it.  Mr.  G.  Ludlani  mentioned  that  their 
president,  Mr.  C.  W.  Styriog,  who  was  elected  to  that 
position  for  the  twenty-ninth  year,  and  other  officials  who 
had  been  connected  with  the  association  ever  s'.nce  its 
formatioa,  had  managed  their  affairs  so  successfully,  fiat 
[j  it  was  the  premier  association  in  England.  Twelvemonths 
. '  ago  a  testimonial  fund  was  jnpesed,  and  it  was  hoped 
(hit  during  tbe  coming  year  Sheffield  angler3  would  mark 
*  their  appreciation  of  their  officials  by  raising  a  large  sum 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
Although  Severn  trout  fishing  opaned  on  the  2nd  inst., 
there  has  been  1  ttle  or  nothing  done  up  to  the  present. 
One  or  two  rods  b»ve  been  out,  but  with  iidifferent 
/  success,  and  a  change  in  the  weather  must  be  awaited 
before  spinning  (the  favourite  pursuit  in  this  district 
during  the.  earlier  part  of  the  season)  will  be  attended 
with  satisfactory  results.    It  may  be  as  well  to  state  that 
m  the  whole  of  the  River  Severn  between   Shelton  and 
W  Emstrey,  i.e.,  within  the  boundaries  of  the  borough  of 
<  Shrewsbury,  may  be  fished  by  po.-s'sstrs  of  the  2s.  annual 
rod  and  line,  trout  and  char  licenses  issued  by  the  Severn 
Conservancy  Board.    There  appears  some  misconception 
I  in    the    minds   of   many  anglers    as    to  other  parts 
!  of   the    Severn    in    Shropshire.     Nearly   the  whole 
jj  of  the  fishing,  below  the  confluence  of  the  Vyrnwy  witl 
j  the    Severn,    to    Shelton,    aforementioned,   and  from 
I  Emstrey,  to  |the  end  of  t  e  county,  is  leased  to  the  Shrop- 
shire Association,  but  tickets  at  an  annual  fee  of  5s.  are 
issued.    Thus  many  miles  of  fairly  good  trout  water,  little 
fished,  are  open  to  all  on  payment  of  not  more!  than  ,  .- 
fcptr  annum.  , 

T'     FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
If  -  Severn,  Lower  Teme,  and  the  Avon  are  in  good 
k  condition.    A  good  many  anglers  have  been  out  and 
1  rewarded  with  good  sport  in  Severn  and  Avon,  among  the 


coarse  fish.  The  dace  are  under  the  weir3  in  shoals,  an! 
are  being  caught  in  great  quantities,  by  fair  means  and  by 
foul.  Salmon  fishing  is  below  the  average  this  season, 
the  nets  have  done  better  during  the  last  nine  days, 
but  most  of  the  fish  run  small,  the  fishmongers  are 
charging  2s.  6d.  per  lb.  The  Worcester  United 
Working  Mens'  Angling  Society  had  their  annual 
meeting  at  the  Turk's  Head  Inn,  Monday  evening,  March  1. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members.  Mr.  Councillor 
Radford  being  in  the  chair,  that  grand  old  sportsman, 
Mr.  Martin  Perks,  occupying  the  vice-chair.  The  hon. 
tecretary,  Mr.  A.  Glover,  presented  the  balance-sheet, 
which  showed  the  club  to  be  in  a  very  flourishing  condition, 
and  there  is  over  £18  in  hand.  Mr.  Sidney  Webb  was  re- 
elected president ;  Mr.  Martin  Perks,  vice-president ;  Mr. 
S.  Robinson,  treasurer  ;  and  Mr.  A.  Glover,  hon.  sec.  The 
chairman  distributed  the  prizes,  which  included  a  challenge 
cup.  Some  excellent  songs  were  well  rendered,  and  the 
usual  toasts  duly  honoured,  and  during  the  evening  £5 
from  the  treasurer,  £2  from  the  chairman,  £2  from  the 
vice- chairman,  and  other  smaller  subscriptions  were  given 
to  the  prize  fund  for  the  present  season.  The  very  heavy 
rain  last  night,  and  tbe  fall  of  snow  and  rain  this 
Wednesday  is  bringing  a  lot  of  water  into  the  rivers. 
The  Avon  is  already  showing  much  colour. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  enjoyed  very  nice  weather  until  the  end  of  the 
week,  the  rain  and  wind  which  followed  upon  the  break  in 
the  meteorological  conditions  having  since  interfered  some- 
what with  sport.  Coarse  fishers  have  been  making  the 
best  of  the  brief  period  remaining  before  the  close  time 
begins,  on  the  15th  inst.  Many  rods  have  been  out,  and 
the  Nore  and  the  Swale,  in  particular,  have  yielded 
gratifying  pastime,  chiefly  with  roach  and  chub.  On  the 
date  just  mentioned  trout  fishing  will  commence,  and 
attention  is  directed  with  interest  to  the  coming  season, 
which,  from  all  accounts,  promises  to  be  a  cipital  one. 
The  principal  Yorkshire  streams  are  fairly  well  stocked 
with  trout,  which  it  would  seem  are  generally  in  a  thriving 
condition.  Early  fly  fishers  will  find  the  following  cast  of 
good  service  on  the  Yorkshire  streams  :  Winter  Bioa  (tail 
fly),  Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe  and  Orange,  and  Snipe 
Bloa  (droppers);  (2)  March  Brown  (tail  fly),  Spanish 
Needle,  Early  Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa  (droppers). 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  Gilbert, — If  you  will  send  your  address,  we  will 
remit  you,  per  return,  the  means  of  getting  the  informa- 
tion jou  require. 


[IFc  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinion 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

THE  ALDER. 

Dear  Sir, — When  fishing  towards  the  end  of  May,  I 
have  often  noticed  the  Alder  Fly  round  me,  and  have 
compared  the  natural  with  the  artificial.  Surely  the 
majority  of  fly  dressers  tie  the  alder  altogether  wrong  ? 
The  natural  fly  has  wings  which  lie  flat  (or  more  or  less  so) 
to  the  sides  of  its  body;  wher  as  the  generality  of  fly 
dressers  tie  it  with  its  win?s  upright,  or  almost  so,  taking 
no  notice  whatever  of  the  ridge  like  shape  of  the  wings  cf 
the  natural  fiy. 

For  my  own  part  I  have  never  seen  an  alder  dressed 
properly  to  my  thinking. 

One  of  the  most  noted  London  fly  dressers  sent  me  some 
patterns  Of  alders  not  long  ago  with  the  wings  tied 
absolutely  upright.  Another  thing,  the  a'der  wlien 
actually  on  the  water,  as  a  rule,  I  think  spins  round  and 
round  like  a  beetle.  For  what,  then,  do  the  fish  take  the 
artificial  alder  sailing  quietly  down  over  their  heads, 
without  a  movement  except  that  given  by  the  current  of 
the  stream  ?  These  are  two  matters  which  have  much 
puzzled  me.  If  you  or  your  readers  can  throw  light  on 
them,  you  will  much  oblige.— Yours  truly, 

Clifton.  Edward  Cartwright 

[Mr.  Cartwright  has  raised  an  interesting  question 
about  an  interesting  fly.  We  noticed  last  year  some  al  Jcrs 
invented  by  Mrs.  Richardson,  of  High-street,  Kingston-on- 
Thames  in  which  the  shape  and  colour  of  the  natural 
insect  are  well  imitated.  Judging  from  our  own  experi- 
ence—and  it  has  not  been  a  short  or  local  one— we  should 
say  that  it  is  kthe  exception  rather  than  the  rule  to  see 
trout  feeding  on  the  alder,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  is 
a  rare  thing  to  see  the  natural  fly  coming  down  in  any 
number  on  the  water.  You  may  see  any  quantity  about, 
crawling  over  your  hands,  alighting  with  a  flop  in  your 
eye,  exploring  your  creel,  and  crawling  up  and  down  tb.9 
trees,  the  fishing  hut,  and  the  rough  split  pine  rail  fence  is 
a  favoniite  parade  ground  of  the  alder.  When  you  see  an 
alder  on  the  water  it  is  generally  an  odd  one  which  u 
evidently  there  much  against  his  will,  probably  on  his 
back  kicking  for  all  he  is  wor.h,  which  is  not  much  seeing 
there  are  three  trout  feeding  below  him,  right  in  his  track  ; 
ker-lop,  and  he  il  gone.  VVe  have  repeatedly  ten  a  bird 
drop  an  alder  almost  into  a  trout's  mouth.  But  on  the 
rare  occasions  when  we  have  seen  the  fly  coming  down  in 
numbers  on  the  surfa-e,  and  the  trout  bulging  and  roving 
all  over  the  stream  after  it,  it  has  been  almost  without 
movement,  with  the  wings  wholly  or  half  extended  on  the 
water^just  like  the  spent  fly  stage  of  the  May-fly.  The 
difficulty  of  killing  with  the  artificial  on  such  a  day  is  that 
the  fish  roam  about  just  under  the  surface  and  have  only 
to  put  their  noses  up  U>  suck  in  one  of  the  many  natural  i 
on  the  surrac.  If  you  can  find  a  fish  in  a  channel 
between  weeds  you  are. pretty  sure  to  get  him  as  ho  is  not 
a-rivr. — Ed. 


TROUT  AND  SALMON  QUERIES. 

Sir,— Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform 
on  the  following,  viz. : 

Trout. — Do  they  spawn  in  lochs,  or  do  they  all  go  to 
running  streams  or  burn  water  to  spawn  ? 

Salmon.— In  what  condition  is  a  salmon  when  one  lip 
grows  into  the  other  ?  And  in  what  8  >ason  of  the  year 
does  this  occur  ?— I  am,  Ac,  Andrew  Murray. 

FTrout  always  go  to  running  streams  to  spawn.  If  they 
aanot  get  out  of  a  lake  they  may  spawn  on  gravelly 
shallows  if  there  are  any,  especially  if  springs  rise  there. 
We  do  not  believe  trout  can  spawn  in  deep  water,  or  that 
the  eggs  would  ever  hatch  out  if  they  did.  The  beak  in 
a  salmon  is  usually  found  in  male  salmon  at  the  spiwriing 
season.  Big  red  cock  salmon  corning  into  the  livers  late 
in  the  autumn  often  have  this  beak,  and  retain  it  durin? 
the  spawning  season,  and  until  they  have  returned  to  the 
sea.  Old  male  trout  occasionally  show  the  same  curious 
beak.— Ed.]   

FAROESE  AND  ICELANDIC  FISHING  AND 
SHOOTING  EXPEDITION. 

Dear  Sir, — Our  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  letter 
from  Mr.  W.  H.  Pope  in  your  last  issue.  In  reply,  I  have 
to  state  that  the  shooting  will  principally  be  indulged  i  i 
when  the  party  reaches  Iceland.  This,  I  think,  is 
sufficiently  explained  by  the  presence  of  reindeer,  arctic 
foxes,  &c  ,  in  the  shooting  menu,  as  those  animals  are  not 
to  be  found  in  the  Faroe  Isles.  Indeed,  theie  is  little  or 
no  shooting  in  the  Faroes  at  the  time  the  party  will  be 
there. 

I  may  add  that  the  party  consists  of  sportsmen.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  a  "pot  hunter"  included  in  tl  e:r 
number.    I  hope  not. — I  am,  dear  sir, 

For  the  F.  &  I.  F.  &  S.  E.,    Eiioar  S.  Shrubsole. 

40,  Duke-street,  St.  James's. 

RECIPE  FOR  STAINING  GUT  GREEN. 

Dear  Sir,— Would  any  reader  of  F.  O.  inform  me 
through  your  valuable  paper  of  a  good  green  stain  f.>r 
gnt?  W.  H.  Brook. 

[Wash  the  gut  in  some  warm  water  in  which  a  little 
soda  has  been  dissolved,  to  get  rid  of  any  greasiness ;  then 
steep  a  bit  of  green  baize  in  boiling  water,  jnst  enough  to 
over  it  in  a  shallow  dish  ;  when  it  has  cooled  off  a  little 
put  your  gnt  in,  and  it  will  take  a  green  tinge.— Ed.] 

SALMO  IRRITANS  AGAIN. 

Dear  Marston,— So  your  friend,  Mr.  Fenwick 
McAllum,  has  re-discovered  that  diabolical  species  of  fish 
which  I  described  in  the  Field  in  October  1800,  and 
dabbed  with  tbe  very  appropriate  title  of  Salmo  Irritan.-. 
I  even  went  so  far 'as  to  devise  a  special  long-shanked, 
small  bend,  hook  for  the  capture  of  this  most  aggravating 
among  fish,  and  a  little  later  Mr.  Andrew  Larjg,  who 
seemed  tickled  with  tbe  new  name,  wrote  a  poem  in  In.; 
honour,  wchh  you  published  in  your  Christmas  number  ol 
that  year.    1  lo.nember  it  ended, 

"  Prico?,  wherefore  conies  le  always  short, 

This  demon  whom  the  angle  r  bans  ? 
This  is  his  selfish  view  of  sport, 
He  is  the  Salmo  Irritans." 

My  experiences,  which  I  gave  at  length  in  the  Field  of 
Oct.  4,  and  Nov.  8  1800,  went  entirely  to  prove  the  cor- 
rectness of  Mr.  McAUum's  suggestion,  that  the  wings  > 
salmon-flies  are  very  frequently  dressed  too  long.  I  have 
noticed  that  this  fault  is  more  common  in  Scotland  than 
in  Ireland,  many  Irish  fly-dressers  being  firm  believers  in 
short  wings.  Perhaps  Mr.  Fenwick  McAllum  would  give 
the  Salmo  Irritans'  hooks  a  trial,  and  r.p>rt  on  the 
success  he  meets  with.  Of  course,  if  a  salmon  makes  a 
bare  offer  at  the  fly,  and  does  not  come  within  a  foot  of  it, 
even  this  hook  will  not  lay  hold  of  him  ;  but  if  he  so  much 
as  touches  the  fly,  he  will  be  ciught.  That  has  been  my 
experience.  The  hooks  with  which  I  was  most  successful, 
particularly  with  small  flies,  were  the  doubla  ones  ;  but  1 
did  very  well  with  a  single  hook  made  with  a  shank  longer 
than  ordinary.  ,'     .,    ,     ,   ,  ,, 

The  hook-maker's  principle  of  lccreasing  the  bend  ot  toe 
hook  iu  proportion  to  the  shank  is,  I  fancy,  a  mistake.  It 
the  bend  of  the  hook  is  large  enough  to  take  a  good  hold 
in  the  fish,  why  make  it  larger  ?  If  the  size  of  the 
fly  has  to  be  increised  then  thelshank  of  the  hook  can  be 
lengthened,  the  bend,  within  reasonable  limits,  remaining 
the  same.  The  only  advantage  (though  it  is  certainly 
a  considerable  one)  in  having  a  big  bend  to  a  hook,  is  that 
the  portion  betweon  the  bend  and  the  point  acts  as  a  soi  t 
of  weighted  Led,  and  causes  the  fly  t>  swim  properly. 
But  I  have  always  found  the  flies  tied  on  the  Bmmo 
Irritans  principle  swim  in  a  satisfactory  mauuer. 

Looking  up  the  account  of  my  contests  mm  Bumo 
Irritans,  I  see  that  on  one  day  ten  fish  ro  e  something  like 
twenty-three  times  to  the  flies  proffered  by  myself  and  a 
friend,  and  not  one  found  its  way  into  the  creel,  though 
many  were  hooked  for  a  socond  or  two.  But  that  very 
soon  after  getting  these  small,  double,  long-shanked  book* 
made,  and  dressing  them  with  short  wings,  on  the  listaiiy 
I  took  the  largest  salmon  of  the  season  out  of  that  water, 
and  on  the  next  day,  while  my  host  ro;e  sax  or  more  flab 
and  only  lauded  one  OH  Mies  tied  <  n  ordinary  hooks,  1 
killed  three  m'mon  out  of  live  rises  on  an  inditTereut  pi  t 
tion  of  the  river.  The  two  fish  I  lost  were  on  a  pattern 
hook  which  I  afterwards  discarded,  finding  that  it  wax 
only  in  the  very  small  size  that  thedoable  hooks  answered . 
Omitting  thoie  two  fish  in  five  dayH'  fishing,  and  I  felt  the 
pull  of  eleven  salmon,  landed  ten  of  them.  There  wore 
prao  icilly  no  fish  on  tor  a  moment  and  thon  off,  as  wis 
my  experience  with  the  short  rising  fish  previously.— 
Yours,  Ac,  Jon*  Bi<  kkkdykp. 

P  8.— I  may  add  I  succeeded  very  well  with  the  small 
double  Salmo  Irritans  hook  among  large  sea  trout— fish 
rnnning  up  to  121b.  or  more— on  a  Norwegian  rivfr.    J .  H. 
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FI8HIN(i  IN  ICKLAND. 

Dear  Sin,— Would  any  of  your  readers,  who  have  fished 
in  Iceland,  bo  good  enough  to  stato  the  best  time  and 
place,  what  is  the  oost  of  living  thero,  and  whether  the 
tiihiug  is  free  P  Any  other  particulars  as  to  tackle,  Ac, 
would  greatly  oblige— Youfl  traly,     Ginger  Hackle. 

Great  Stanmore. 

LARGE  CAlil"  BREAM,  AND  TENCH  WANTED! 

Dkab  Sib,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  tell  me 
wherfl  1  can  procure  largo  carp,  bream,  and  tench  ?— 
—Youra  truly,  James  Harvey. 

Wargrave-road,  Henley-on-Thames. 

NINETEEN  FINE  BARBEL  PUT  INTO  THE  LEA. 

DEAR  Sir, — I  had  much  pleasure  in  putting  nineteen 
lino  barbel  in  the  Lea  at  Ryo  House  on  Saturday,  Feb.  27, 
tho  largest  weighing  Clb.  The  gift  of  Mrs.  Sowerbutts.— 
Yours  truly,    William  WorbAll. 

THE  PULLEY  END  FOR  SEA  RODS, 
gin,— I  should  like  to  correct  an  error  which  appears  in 
Mr.  Aflalo's  article  on  "  Sea  Fishing  at  the  Imperial 
Institute,"  in  which  ho  assigns  to  John  Bickerdyke  the 
crodit  of  inventing  tho  pulley  end  for  sea  rods.  '  As  you 
will  sec  by  the  drawings,  which  I  enclose  herewith,  this 
design  was  worked  out  and  registered  by  myself  some 
years  ago,  and  for  practical  use  it  leaves  nothing  to  be 
desired.  Mr.  Bickerdyko,  writing  in  the  Angler  some 
time  ago,  mentioned  Mr.  Jone3,  of  Scarborough,  as  being 
tho  inventor  of  this  particular  form— a  statement  which 
effectually  disposes  of  Mr.  Aflalo's  assertion.  This,  how- 
ever, was  also  an  error,  Mr.  Jones  being  merely  an  agent 
for,  not  the  originator  of,  the  pulley  top,  which  is  my 
registered  design,  and  of  which  I  am  the  sole  maker. 
They  may  be  obtained  wholesale,  however,  through 
Messrs.  J.  Warner  and  Sons,  of  Redditch.  I  have  also 
recently  registered  a  design  for  applying  the  fame  prin- 


which  should  meet  with  the  approval  of  all  Thames 
!  anglors.  Columns  have  been  and  could  be  written  upon 
the  question  "Is  the  Thames  properly  preserved  r 
My  opinion  is  that  it  is  not.  The  number  of  river  keepers 
are  far  too  few.  Some  of  the  keepers  are  professional 
fisherman  who  have  no  time  to  spare  to  look  after  bank- 
fishermen,  and  see  if  undersized  fish  are  retained,  and  they 
seldom  acoost  a  punt  angler.  So,  practically,  the  whole 
of  tho  work  falls  upon  head  river  keeper  Douglas,  and  he 
cannot  be  at  Staines  and  Twickenham  at  the  same  time, 
so  some  parts  of  the  river  are  wretchedly  _  protected 
Poaching  has  practically  died  out,  but  if  it  had  not 
Douglas  could  not  work  night  and  day.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  there  is  necessity  for  more  paid  river 
keepors,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  inspect  the  wells  of 
punts,  inspect  tho  takes  cf  anglers,  both  on  the  bank,  and 
on  puntsmen  coming  off  the  river.  This  would  be  a 
reform  which  would  be  most  welcome,  and  would  tend  to 
make  the  so-called  preservation  of  the  river  an  established 
fact.  ' 

The  appointment  of  paid  keepers  would,  of  course,  cost 
money,  but  few  rivers  worth  fishing  are  without  them.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  money  conld  be  obtained  if  the  work  of 
preservation  was  done  thoroughly.  But  the  T.A.P.S.  has 
always  been  loath  to  make  reforms,  and  has  never  cared 
much  for  paid  keepers  owing  to  the  cost.  Even  in  the 
early  days  of  Mr.  Broughams'  secretaryship  (18G3-4)  there 
was  an  example  of  this,  when  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell 
proposed  employing  wholly-paid  keepers  instead  of  the 
subsized  staff.  He  cirried  his  point  by  resolution,  but  it 
was  never  carried  out,  for  the  same  old  reason,  inadequaoy 
of  funds.  Then  the  income  of  the  society  was  £400,  now 
it  is  £208  (1894-5).  What  I  suggest  should  be  done  now, 
is  to  appoint  four  paid  keepers  to  preserve  the  twenty-one 
miles  of  river,  which  the  T.A.P.S.  professes  to  preserve. 
If  they  were  paid  £45  a  year  each,  that  would  cost  £180, 
leaving  in  hand,  if  the  income  did  not  exceed  that  at  pre- 
sent, £18. 


The  end  view  (a)  applies  equally  to  all  three  diagram?,  and  shows  very  clearly  the  free  play  obtained  by  tho  line 
when  casting.  All  these  are  made  in  three  sizes. 


ciple  to  the  lower  rings,  an  improvement  which  consider- 
ably lengthens  the  life  of  a  line. — Yours,  &c, 

100,  Longwestgate,  Scarborough.         C.  W.  Grant. 

[We  think  John  Bickerdyke  got  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Jones  (the  fishing  tackle  maker,  of  Scarborough),  was  the 
inventor  of  the  "  pulley  "  top  ring  from  us,  as  we  believe  it 
was  first  referred  to  by  us  when  noticing  the  exhibits  at 
the  Great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition  of  1883,  as 
follows.    (See  F.  G.  June  23,  1883) : 

In  the  exhibit  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Scarborough  (No.  30  in  cata- 
logue), will  be  found  some  very  excellent  rods  for  fishing  from  a 
pier  or  boat  for  sea  flsh.  The  rods  are  strong,  of  hickory  and 
greeuheart,  and  the  tops  are  provided  with  a  capital  arrange- 
ment for  facilitating  the  castiDg  of  a  heavy  bait;  indeed,  Mr. 
Jones  informs  us  that  a  bait  and  lead  weighing  6oz.  can  be  cast 
70yds.  or  SOyds.  with  these  rods.  We  most  strODgly  advise  our 
pike  fishing  friends  to  inspect  the  exhibit  of  Mr.  Jones,  and  feel 
6ure  they  will  agree  with  us  that  this  improved  rod  tip  might  be 
most  advantageously  used  in  pike  fishing — the  line  runs  out  on  a 
small  grooved  brass  wheel— working  on  a  brass  support.  These 
wheel  topB  can  be  bought  at  a  very  small  price,  and  fixed  on  any 
stout  top. 

It  would  appear  that  Mr.  Jones  was  the  exhibitor  and 
not  the  inventor  of  this  "  pulley  "  top.  A  modification  of 
it,  consisting  of  a  double  wheel,  was  some  time  afterwards 
made  for  Baron  Tcherkasof  by  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and 
Co.   We  give  copies  of  sketches  sent,  us  by  Mr.  Grant. — 

Ed.]   

RESIGNATION  OF  MR.  W.  H.  BROUGHAM, 
SECRETARY  OF  THE  T.A.P.S. 

Sir, — The  most  important  news  this  month  to  Thames 
anglers  is  the  announced  resignation  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham  of  the  secretaryship  of  the  T.A.P.S.  For 
thirty-five  years  he  has  held  that  post,  and  has  in  his  time 
done  useful  work  on  behalf  of  Thames  Preservation.  >  Of 
late  years,  however,  many  anglers  have  abstained  from 
.supporting  the  society  for  various  reasons.  And  now 
that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  appointment  of  a  new 
secretary,  who  it  is  presumed  will  be  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  it 
is  well  that. the  T.A.P.S.  should  consider  those  long 
needed  reforms  necessary  to  put  the  society  upon  a  basis 


The  object  of  the  T.A.P.S.  has  always  been  preserva- 
tion. Their  pledge  has  been  broken,  but  if  my  suggestions 
were  acted  upon  the  object  would  for  once  in  the  existence 
of  the  society  be  properly  carried  out,  and  the  income 
might  then  be  expected  to  increase. 

No  one  can  be  more  anxious  to  see  the  T.A.P.S.  a  use- 
ful and  flourishing  body  than  myself,  and  if  the  necessary 
reforms  were  adopted  I  should  in  my  little  way  help  the 
society.  I  have  suggested  one  reform.  Now  for  a  few 
more.  Give  all  subscribers  of  5s.  or  upwards  a  vote  each, 
and  there  should  be  an  annual  business  meeting  of  the 
society  to  elect  officers,  &c.  Let  the  subscribers  elect  the 
committee.  You  then  abolish  cliqueism,  and  get  chosen 
men  to  represent  the  anglers.  In  fact,  I  could  never 
understand  why  those  who  subscribed  to  the  society  should 
never  have  "  a  say  "  in  its  working.  At  present  the  com- 
mittee elects  its  own  members,  and  for  life.  Surely  this 
is  wrong.  If  a  member  of  the  committee  does  not  attend 
f  airly  regularly  he  is  only  ornamental,  and  workers  are 
wanted,  not  figureheads.  Ornamental  members  should  be 
struck  off  the  committee,  and  the  new  ones  elected  by  the 
subscribers. 

For  1894-5,  the  club  collecting  boxes  only  yielded  £10 18s. , 
an  absurdly  small  sum,  and  one  of  which  club  anglers 
ought  to  be  ashamed  to  have  recorded  if  they  believed 
useful  work  was  being  done.  In  the  expenses,  the  secretary 
recorded  £100.  This  has  been  much  commented  upon, 
but  Mr.  Brougham  has  not  always  received  that  amount, 
and  I  have  looked  upon  it  as  a  recognition  of  free  services 
in  the  past,  and  from  this  point  of  view  felt  satisfied. 
Now,  however,  it  is  proposed  to  have  an  honorary 
secretary.  This  is  a  point  to  which  there  are  two 
sides.  I  believe  plenty  of  gentlemen  with  a  natural 
love  of  angling,  and  a  little  spare  time,  would  do 
the_  work  for  nothing.  But  if  they  considered 
their  work  at  an  end  when  they  had  finished  with 
correspondence  and  monthly  meetings,  the  society 
!  would  not  progress.  The  secretary  should  be  a  worker  in 
every  sense  of  the  word,  and  visit'angling  clubs,  point  out 
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the  work  being  done,  and  urge  on  membora  the  necessity 
of  financial  support.  Will  anyone  do  all  this  without  any 
remuneration  ?  I  think  not,  though  others  differ  from 
me.  If  10s.  per  week  were  paid  it  might  meet  the  case, 
and  the  committee  would  have  some  control  over  a  paid 
man,  whereas  of  an  unpaid  man  much  cannot  be  expected, 
or  pay  the  secretary  a  percentage  upon  receipts.  An 
honorary  assist  int-secretary  would  doubtless  be  useful  if 
work  increased,  and  would  cost  the  society  nothing. 

A  saving  in  the  pre.  oat  expenses  of  £12  12s.  per  year  j 
could  be  effocted  if  the  offices  of  the  society  were  given  up.  I 
believe  any  London  olub  would  afford  the  necessary  accom- 
modation for  the  usual  monthly  meetings,  and  the  secre-  i 
tary  would  be  more  comfortable  working  at  home.   I  havo 
often  said  many  reforms  in  the  T.A.P.S.  wore  needed,  | 
and  I  will  now  enumerate  them.   I  dare  say  more  might 
be  added. 

X.  Four  paid  river  keepers. 

2.  Increased  number  of  honorary  river  keepers. 

3.  AU  subscribers  to  have  a  vote  and  attend  general 
meetings. 

4.  Committee  to  be  elected  for  two  years  only  by  the  I 
votes  of  the  subscribers. 

5.  Secretary's  remuneration  not  to  be  less  than  10j. 
weekly,  with,  perhaps,  per  centage  on  the  subscriptions. 

G.  Appointment  of  an  hon.  assistant-secretary. 

7.  The  secretary's  work  to  be  clearly  defined,  if  possible, 
and 

8.  Obtain  free  use  of  meeting  room. 

With  all  due  deference,  I  suggest  these  simple  reforms 
to  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  who,  if  they  have  the 
interest  of  the  Thames  at  heart,  should' act  upon  them  or 
improve  upon  them. 

As  to  re-stocking,  the  T.A.P.S.  practically  placed  no 
fish  in  the  Thames  during  the  past  seven  or  eight  years, 
until  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association  was  started. 
Then  the  T.A.P.S.,  who  could  not  afford  to  preserve  the 
river  properly,  and  thus  carry  out  its  allocated  duty,  spent 
money  on  re-stocking  the  Thames.  This,  I  believe,  was 
done  to  act  as  a  counter  to  the  new  society,  for  all  that 
has  been  done  this  season  might  have  been  done  last.  How- 
ever, I  am  personally  pleased  at  the  sign  of  the  times,  and  I 
hope  the  T.A  P.S.  will  continue  its  work  in  this  direction. 
In  fact,  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when  the  suggestion 
made  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  should  be  well  considered.  It 
was  that  the  two  societies  should  amalgamate.  The  T.R.  A. 
has  a  fair  amount  of  money  in  hand,  the  T.A.P.S.  much 
less.  Now,  if  the  two  societies  were  joined  together,  after 
the  reforms  suggested  had  been  carried  out,  under  the 
title  "  Thames  Angling  Preservation  and  Re-stocking 
Society,"  and  the  members  of  both  to  work  ou  behalf  of 
both  societies,  it  might  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
Thames.  Of  oourse,  as  regards  the  T.R. A.,  I  only  speak 
as  a  member  of  that  society,  and  as  one  having  no  official 
capacity.  But  these  are  details  which  the  officials  of  both 
societies  might  well  ponder  over,  and  I  sincerely  trust  that 
the  one  to  benefit  will  be  the  grand  old  river  Thames. 

  F.  H.  Amphlett. 

MARKING  SALMON. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — With  reference  to  a  paragraph 
I  saw  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  on  marking  fifh,  tin 
inclosed  will  possibly  be  of  interest  to  you.  I  see  in  a 
Scotch  paper  that  a  marked  fish  has  also  been  taken  in  the 
Deveron,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  if  it  is  one  of  my 
marking. — Yours  sincerely,  March. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to  by  Lord 
March  : 

"  I  think  Lord  March  will  be  interested  to  hear  that  the 
151b.  salmon  caught  on  the  14th  December  last  in  '  Pot 
Water,'  on  the  River  Spey,  and  described  as  uuspawned, 
was  re-caught  on  the  22nd  February  by  Mr.  W.  H. 
Ritchie,  Dunnotar  House,  Stonehaven,  on  the  Park  water, 
ia  the  River  Dee,  in  Aberdeenshire.  The  fish  when  re- 
caught  was  on  the  point  of  spawning  ;  in  fact,  it  dropped 
some  of  its  eggs  on  the  bank  as  it  was  being  taken  out  of 
the  water.  Mr.  Ritchie  weighed  it,  and  found  it  was 
141b.    He  attached  a  fresh  label  to  it,  and  let  it  go." 

[We  hope  our  Deveron  reporter  will  make  inquiries  about 
that  Deveron  marked  salmon. — Ed.] 

THE  DEVERON— A  QUERY. 

Sir, — The  report  from  the  Deveron  in  your  issue  of  the 
13th- inst.,  states  that,  "  A  largo  number  of  fish  reached  *» 
the  upper  waters  in  September^  and  October."  This  is  " 
directly  contrary  to  the  experience  of  myself  and  iny 
friends  up  and  down  the  river  between  Huutly  and 
Torglen,  and  I  understand  that  above  H-untly  a  similar 
dearth  of  fish  was  n  ticed. 

The  source  of  my  information  is  extremely  good,  and  I  a 
(in  common  with  all  those  who  live  near  and  love  this  * 
beautiful  river,  and  deplore  its  decay  as  a  salmon  river), 
should  be  glad  to  know  on  what  grounds  the  report 
referred  to  is  based.— I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant,  Jm 

Feb.  23.  D.  / 

[We  hope  "  H.  W.,"  who  sent  the  ncte  on  the  Deveron, 
which  we  published  on  Feb.  13,  will  reply  to  this  im- 
portant query. — Eu.j 

FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 

Sib, — Can  you  inform  me  as  to  the  fishing  near 
Sandown,  I.W.,  and  whether  good  or  otherwise  ?  Is  there 
auy  t  rout  fishing  in  that  district  to  be  got  by  day  or  weekly 
ticket  ?  I  hope  to  visit  there  next  July,  and  should  like  to 
take  my  rod. — Yours,  &c.,  Edgar  T.  Earp. 

[A  nice  little  stream — the  Yar — runs  into  the  sea  at 
Brading.  We  have  seen  shoals  of  daoe  in  it,  and  twenty, 
five  or  thirty  years  ago  caught  some  good  perch  and 
flounders  in  the  part  near  Blading. — En.] 


[Several  important  letters  are  unavvidabty  held  oi'eri)  t 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  1:1th,  1897. 
ROACH  FISHING  IN  FEBRUARY. 

How  often  have  the  praises  of  salmon  fishing, 
of  early  fronting,  and  of  winter  pike  spmning  been 
sung,  but  how  rarely,  alas,  have  the  delights  of 
winter  roaching  been  described,    So  many  of  us 
associate  winter  fishing  of  this  kind  with  sitting 
in  a  punt  on  the  Thames  with  a  >lue-nosed 
fisherman,  while  one  occasionally  pulls   out  a 
'    strolling  infant  of  the  rutilh  breed,  placing  it  in 
'    the  well  from  whence,  probably,  it  goes  to  grace 
the  paternoster  of  the  persevering  Thames  pike 
fisher.    But  this  is  not  roach  fishing  at  all.  Ask 
the  average  roach-pole  bank-angler  what  he  calls 
,    a  roach,  and  his  standai  d  will  be  »  anything  over  a 
'    pound,"  and  these  the  writer  is  inclined  to  think 
take  quite  as  much  catching  as  most  trout  and 
L    give  rather  more  sport,  on  proper  tackle,  than 
1    the  average  chalk  stream  Jario.     Quick  eye 
knowledge  of  ground   and  condition  of  w.  te 
steady  hands  and  nerves,  and  a  light  touch  are  a 
few  of  the  qualities  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
successful  catcher  of  large,  shy  river  roach  But 

•  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  say  previous  y  the  fash 
:     themselves  are  the  prime"  necessity  and  these  ai  c 

daily  growing  fewer.     Further   from  previous 
experience,  the  writer  is  inclined  to  think  that 
these  fish  are  learning  *wdom,  and  feed  on  y 
L    towards  dusk,  when  they  have  learned  practically 

•  that  the  average  angler  packs  Vl>  bl8  toaP8 

•  gets  out  of  the  maze  of  ditches,  dykes,  and  water 
j  "   meadows  on  to  the  straight  and  narrow  path 

that  leadeth  to  the  railway  station  m 
I     perhaps,  as  old  Izaak  has  it,  "to  an  honest 


alehouse."    In   the    summer    season    it  is  to 
be  expected  that  all  fish  should  cease  from 
feeding  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  becoming 
active  towards  the  evening,  but  it  is  certainly  not 
the  accepted  idea  that  in  winter  this  is  the 
favourable    time.     On    the    contrary,    "  John 
Bickerdyke,"  in  his  admirable  "  Book  of  the  All- 
round  Angler,"  says :  "  Late  evening  and  early 
morning  are  not  good  times  of  the  day  for  roach 
fishing  in  cold  weather.    During  the  day  there  is 
usually  a  genial  period  of  from  one  and  a  half  to 
two  hours  in  length ;  the  sun  may  come  out,  or 
try  at  it,  and  the  chilly  feeling  goes  off  for  a 
while.    Sometimes  the  geniality  comes  about 
eleven  or  twelve  o'clock,  sometimes  not  until 
three;  but  whenever  it  conies,  then  the  fish  are 
almost  sure  to  bite."    This  practically  expresses 
the  popular  view,  but  on  two  rivers,  at  least,  the 
past  four  years'  experience  has  seemed  to  teach 
otherwise.  •  All  last  winter  the  roach  on  a  private 
stretch  of  the  Kennet  fed  for  about  half  an  hour 
each  evening  just  before  dusk,  only  an  odd  fish 
being  taken  during  the  other  daylight  hours  ;  and 
this  happened  no  matter  the  weather,  whether  cold 
or  warm,  wet  or  frosty,  and  apparently  utterly 
irrespective  of  the  relative  condition  of  the  water. 

As  to  the  tackle  most  suitable  for  winter 
roaching,  the  writer  is  inclined  to  think  that  too 
much  has  been  made  of  the  relative  merits  of 
tight  line  and  Nottingham  tackle.  Each  has 
its  good  points,  and  also  the  water  for  which  it 
is  specially  suitable.  The  slow,  deep  reaches 
containing  large  light-biting  roach  are  often 
more  easily  fished  with  the  roach-pole ;  whereas 
shallow,  weedy  waters,  swiftly  running,  with  long 
lanes  between  the  waving  water- weed,  are 
eminently  suited  for  the  light  rod,  freely  running 
reel,  and  heavy  float  tackle  of  the  Nottingham 

m  But  plenty  of  waters  exist  which  can  be  fished 
indifferently  with  either  form,  and,  indeed,  m 
many  parts,  rods  and  lines  are  used  which  bear 
but  faint  relation  to  either  of  the  classic  forms. 
On  the  Bedfordshire  Ouse,  for  instance,  the 
favourite  weapon  of  the  local  angler  is  a  loft, 
piece  of  bamboo,  ringed  with  five  or  six  rings, 
and  a  Is.  reel  (fastened  on  with  two  mdiarubber 
umbrella  rings),  carrying  about  25yds.  of  un- 
dressed No.  2  silk  line.    With  this  tackle  used 
from  a  boat,  good  roach  are  killed,  and  the 
running  line  allows  of  playing  any  odd  bream  or 
carp  that  may  be  occasionally  hooked.  Many 
London  anglers,  again,  use  a  reel  on  the  roach 
pole,  as  suggested  by  Bickerdyke,  while  the 
peculiar  tackle  of  the  Thames  (called  Nottingham 
tackle)  would  give  the  stay-at-home  Trentsider  a 
terrible  shock.   The  little  difference,  too,  m  the 
results  achieved  by  competent  men  on  waters  in 
which  both  methods  of  fishing  are  pursued  is  ot 
the  greatest  interest.    The  question  of  an  out  and 
home  competition  between  Thames  and  Trent 
anglers  is  again  coming  to  the  fore,  although  it 
appears  to  the  writer  that  this  will  prove  little  oi 
nothing,  as  the  roach-poleists  and  the  Nottingham 
anglers  ought  each  to  win  in  their  respective 
waters,  both  from  their  knowing  where  the  fash  he, 
and  also  because  their  tackle  was  invented  to  suit 
the  water.    Another  point  is  that  the  average 
London  angler  is  by  no  means  wedded  to  the 
roach  pole,  as  the  Nottingham  fisher  is  to  his 
tackle,  but  fishes  indifferently  by  either  system 
according  to  the  water  to  be  fished.    One  well- 
known  coarse  fisherman  told  me  lately  that  he 
had  changed  from  the  running  to  the  tight  hue 
system,  and  did  not  know  which  he  preferred. 
The  writer  always,  whenever  the  nature  of  the 
water  to  be  fished  is  at  all  varied,  carries  both 
rods  and  uses  whichever  is  convenient.     As  to 
methods  of  fishing,  it  has .always  been  born  in 
upon  me  that  three  methods  of  fishing  and  thiec 
baits  are  specially  useful  for  winter  roaching 
These  methods  are  floating,  float  legenng,  and 
legering;   and  the  baits  preferred  are  worms 
gentles  and  paste.    I  am  of  opinion  that  each 
bait  has  its  special  tackle,  and  is  best  suited  for 
special  circumstances;  thus,  worms  are  best  on 
lleer  tackle  in  deep  and  heavy  water,  whereas  m 
wfht  eddies  the  float-leger  is  to  be  preferred. 
Se  apSin  i«  best  on  float -tackle  but  if  mixed 
SSVbS  bran,  and  used  with  a  httle  ground 
bSt  squeezed  on  two  shots  on  the  hook  link,  is 
best  on  leger  or  float-legers. 

In  order,  perhaps,  to  illustrate    he  points  upon 
which  stress  has  been  laid,  a  little  account  of  a 
'•  decent  Practical  experience  may  be  given.  Having 


got  the  chance  of  a  three  days'  holiday  when  the 
water  was  getting  in  condition  after  the  recent 
floods,  I  persuaded  a  friend  to  accompany  me 
for  a  winter  campaign  against  the  big_  roach. 
Leaving  London  at  seven  in  the  morning,  we 
arrived  at  our  fishing  ground  about  eleven. 

The  Wiltshire  Avon— naturally  one  of  the 
brightest  rivers  in  the  south  of  England— was 
thick,  and  well  over  its  banks,  but  evidently 
falling  fast.    My  friend  elected  to  fish  a  swim 
which  in  times  gone  by  had  yielded  good  bags, 
while  the  writer  decided  to  try  amost  likely  looking 
eddy  of  aboat  Uit.  deep.    The  water  was  over  the 
bank  to  the  extent  of  about  oft.  from  the  edge,  so  the 
18ft.  Sower-butts  rod  was  put  together,  and  rigged 
with  float  leger  tackle  baited  with  a  red  worm  of  the 
variety  known  as  the  Nottingham  Cockspur.  This 
was  cast  as  nearly  as  one  could  judge  to  the  centre 
of  the  eddy,  whose  turbid  waters  were  swirling 
merrily  over  the  bank  and  round  the  angler's  very 
feet.    After  two  hours  which  one  occupied  with 
smoking  and  throwing  in  ground  bait,  the  float 
gently  moved,  a  strike,  and  out  came  a  good 
roach  of  Hlb.  weight.    The  Avon  roach  are  fine 
fish,  but  are  scarcely  equal  as  regards  pluck  and 
vigour  to  the  ever-decreasing  roach  of  the  Kennet. 
The  latter  fight  every  inch  of  the  ground,  and 
frequently  get  away,  when  almost  killed,  by  dashing 
beyond  the  play  of  the  rod,  and  thus  breaking  by 
direct  strain.    The  former,  on  the  other  hand 
especially  the  large  ones,  seem  to  make  but  httle 
struggle  if  once  manoeuvred  out  of  the  lull 
strength  of  the  current.    However  this  may  be, 
the  roach  of  the  Avon  are,  in  the  writer's  opinion, 
as  far  before  other  roach  as  those  of  the  Kennet 
are  superior  to  them,  for  their  first  dash  is  into 
the  full  boil  of  the  river,  and  smashes  are  by  no 
means  rare,  even  with  most  expert  anglers.  _  It  is 
to  be  remembered  that,  as  a  rule,  the  river  is  giu 
bright,  hence  the  very  finest  tackle  has  to  be  used, 
and  if  one  cannot  approach  the  banks  the  tight 
line  ought  to  be  used,  as  the  biting  is  at  the  best 
of  times  hardly  perceptible.  The  angler  is  fishing 
pretty  well  at  the  end  of  his  tether,  and  the  mid- 
stream dash  requires  all  the  qualities  mentioned 
earlier,  in  order  that  the  escape  maybe  frustrated 
and  the  specimen  brought  to  basket. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  I  have  used  the  word 
"  specimen."  and,  indeed,  most  of  the  fish  taken 
are  of  this  description.  Well,  "  one  swallow  does 
not  make  a  summer,"  and  this  we  quickly  found 
was  true,  for  it  required  more  ground  bait  and 
more  patience  before  number  two  could  be  in- 
duced to  join  his  confrh-e  in  the  fish  bag.  At 
five  o'clock  the  fun  of  the  day  commenced,  when 
three  fish  were  taken  in  twenty  minutes.  At 
six,  when  the  light  failed,  eight  fish  were  in  the 
bag  ranging  in  weight  from  lilb.  to  LJlb.  apiece. 

Next  day,  as  the  water  was  clearer,  the  morning 
was  devoted  to  pike  paternosterrag,  while  the 
afternoon  was  reserved  for  the  roach,  I  in  the  old 
spot,  and  my  friend  in  a  lovely  eddy  formed  by 
the  junction  of  two  portions  of  the  river  with  a 
sluice  gate  and  a  slight  fall  of  water.  I  stuck 
to  the  leger,  and  had  but  indifferent  sport, 
taking  only  two  fish,  one  of  which,  however, 
weighed  lib.  14oz.;  my  friend,  however,  who  was 
float  fishing  with  gentles,  was  pulling  out  fish  m 
orand  style.  The  roach  commenced  feeding  at 
five,  and  by  dark  he  had  got  nearly  a  dozen,  two 
of  which  were  nearly  lflb.  apiece. 

Next  day  we  both  decided  to  try  the  new  swim 
In  order  to  see  if  the  fish  fed  at  any  other  time 
than  the  evening,  we  started  at  nine  o  clock  in  the  _ 
morning,  but  got  not  a  touch.  A  live  bait  pater- 
noster, with  a  dace  on  snap  tackle,  removed  seven 
jack,  however,  which  might  have  had  something 
to  do  with  the  roach  not  feeding. 

Any  designs  for  fishing  this  spot  later  were  com- 
pletely frustrated  while  we  were  at  lunch  by  a 
rustic,  who  came  and  dosed  a  gate  and  altered 
the  run  of  the  water,    1  promptly  migrated  back 
to  the  old  spot,  where  I  found  the  water  loin, 
lower  than  it  had  been  forty-eight  hours  pre- 
viously,  and  very  bright,     Therefore,  the  leger 
was  abandoned  for  the  float,  and  gentles  were 
substituted  for  worms.  As  the  eddy  could  hardly 
be  covered  with  the  pole,  the  Nottingham  tackle 
was  rigged.    This  was  completed  about  :!.:!<>,  and 
till  o<) "the  sport  was  not  exciting.    Small  dace 
and  an  odd  small  roach  or  two  were  the  only 
raptures,  and  all  the  bites  were  of  the  runaway 
order     However,   just  after  6.0  the   float  hesi- 
tated 1  struck,  and  number  one  grandfather  came 
to  uet.    This  went  ou  till  dark  (about  C>  p.m.), 
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when  eight  nico  fish  had  been  taken,  four  of 
which  weighed  I  Jib.  apiece,  while  none  went  less 
than  ljlb.  lien;,  then,  we  have  roach  taken  both 
by  tight  line  and  Nottingham  tackle  from  identi- 
cally the  same  spot,  although,  however,  the  con- 
ditions of  fishing  had  slightly  altered.  How 
absurd  it  would  lie  if  a  pike  fisherman  used  only 
one  method  of 'piking  !  No,  every  water  has  its 
suitable  bait  and  appropriate  tackle,  while  the 
endeavour  of  the  sportsman  ought  to  be  to  find 
.»ul  which  method  of  fishing  is  likely  to  meet  with 
success.    Si  lex. 


THE  AUTHOR  OF  THE  BOOK  OF 
THE  BLACK  BASS. 


We  were  glad  to  hear  from  Dr.  J.  A.  Henshall, 
author  of  "  The  Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  that 
he  has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
new  United  States  Commission  of  Fish  and 
Fisheries  at  Bo/.eman,  Montana.  Dr.  Henshall 
is  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  He  sends 
greetings  to  old  friends  in  England. 


SOME  EXPERIENCES. 


The  man  who  has  fished  steadily  for  many 
years,  enthusiastically  following  up  the  sport 
of  angling  in  many  of  its  varied  branches,  will 
certainly,  if  he  take  the  trouble  to  ransack  his 
"  memory  box,"  be  able  to  recount  some  very 
strange  and  weird  experiences ;  and  to  those  who 
know  nothing  about  angling,  its  hardships, 
pleasures,  and  extraordinary  chances,  the  adven- 
tures he  has  met  with  may  occasionally  seem 
beyond  the  bounds  of  possibility. 

We  are  all  familiar  with  accounts  of  tackle  lost 
in  fish  and  the  subsequent  recovery  of  that  tackle 
by  the  landing  of  the  identical  fish  with  the 
missing  tackle  in  his  jaw  or  gullet ;  and  anglers 
well  know  how  perfectly  true  the  narration  of 
many  of  these  apparently  impossible  occurences  is, 
and  although  I  have  lost  and  recovered  many 
tackles  under  most  peculiar  conditions,  I  will  only 
speak  of  the  recovery  of  one  in  particular  which 
has  always  greatly  puzzled  me. 

I  was  fishing  for  pike  and  perch  in  a  lake ;  my 
friend  and  I  enjoyed  one  of  the  most  lovely 
October  days  imaginable,  a  frost  during  the 
previous  night  had  whitened  the  grass,  but  the 
morning  began  with  bright  sunshine,  and  the 
white  mist  rolled  away  to  display  a  blue  sky 
flecked  with  fleecy  clouds,  and  the  fish  were  on  ! 
We  patched  up  the  rotten  old  punt  with  clay  and 
candles,  and  never  were  two  happier  men  than  we 
during  that  day's  sport.  We  both  fished  with  live 
bait,  taking  the  jack  with  dace,  and  the  perch 
with  minnow ;  while  we  were  lunching  I  pitched 
my  jack  bait  some  twenty  yards  off  on  one  side  of 
the  punt  and  the  minnow  about  the  same  distance 
on  the  other,  the  two  baits  were  thus  some  40yds. 
apart.  The  minnow  had  hardly  sunk  before  I  had 
a  rim,  and  through  striking  too  hard  I  broke 
the  line  just  below  the  float.  I  placed  the  rod 
in  the  punt,  intending  to  fit  a  new  tackle 
when  our  lunch  was  done,  and  sat  watching  my 
•  jack  float.  Though  I  had  several  bites  myself, 
the  jack  let  the  dace  severely  alone,  so  we  deter- 
mined to  shift  to  new  quarters.  To  my  surprise, 
on  pulling  in  the  jack  line,  there  was  the  broken 
perch  tackle  lovingly  entangled  in  the  gimp ! 
And  the  hook  was  there  too.  There  was  no 
stream  in  the  lake,  as  the  only  water-gate  was 
shut,  and  it  is  little  short  of  the  marvellous  that 
whatever  fish  was  hooked,  it  should  run  foul  of 
the  jack  line,  when  there  were  acres  and  acres  of 
water  to  traverse  in  other  directions.  This  is  the 
strangest  recovery  of  broken  tackle  I  have  per- 
sonally experienced.  Perhaps  some  brother  angler 
can  solve  the  mystery.  He  must  remember  the  jack 
bait  gave  no  indication  of  being  disturbed  in  any 
way,  as  would  certainly  be  likely  if  the  hooked 
fish  struggled  hard  to  free  itself.  There  were 
nine  large  shot  on  the  perch  line.  (No,  "  Drag- 
net," I  emphatically  deny  it  was  the  whisky.)  My 
own  theory  is  that  the  perch,  or  small  jack,  pulled 
the  hook  out  in  some  weed  or  other,  and  the  jack 
line  fouled  the  broken  tackle.  I  relate  the 
circumstances  for  the  benefit  of  the  scoffer  at 
angling  possibilities. 

The  worst  experience  I  can  recall  as  regards 
weather  is  a  thunderstorm  in  the  Wash.  Charley 
B.  (who  now,  doubtless,  knows  more  about  Mata- 


beles  than  trawl-beams)  and  my  unlucky  self  were 
out  shrimping  in  a  row  boat,  pulling  the  small 
trawl  behind  ue,  as  there  was  no  wind.    At  low 
water  we  got  shrimps  in  plenty,  but  low  water 
outside  Snettisham  is  low  water  indeed,  the  tide 
receding  a  marvellous  distance  at  the  springs,  and 
the  "  man  without  a  mackintosh "  can  make  up 
his  mind  for  a  thorough  drenching  should  a 
"  tempest,"  as  these  terrible  storms  are  called  in 
Norfolk,  suddenly  arise.    It  was  dead  calm 
and  we  paid  little  attention  in  the  blazing 
heat  to  a  little  cloud,  "  no    bigger  than 
man's  hand,"  arising  from  Lynn  way.  Bu 
suddenly,  in  the  midst  of  riddling  our  shrimps,  we 
became  fully  aware  we  were  in  for  a  "  buster." 
The    whole    seascape    darkened    rapidly,  and 
although  we  felt  no  breath  of  air,  we  could  see  a 
white  line  advancing  rapidly  across  the  Wasl 
and  soon  heard  the  hissing  hail,  quickly  followed 
by  a  blinding  flash  of  lightning,  and  a  tearing  peal 
of  thunder.    We  could  see  .  the  cockle  gatherers 
running  for  shelter,  but  knew  there  was  no 
chance  of  any  protection  for  ourselves ;  we  had 
not  so  much  as  a  sail  aboard  to  ward  off  the 
cutting,  biting  hailstones,  which   descended  in 
pelting  torrents.  The  heart  of  the  storm  appeared 
to  be  immediately  above  and  around  us,  and  the 
flashes  of  lightning  were  so  alarming,  that  we 
heaved  the  anchor  overboard,  and  stepped  away 
from  the  boat,  standing  up  to  our  knees  in  water 
This  soon  turned  bitterly  cold  at  the  edges,  from 
the  torrents  running  off  the  hard  sand.  After 
the  first  minute  or  so  we  were  streaming  with 
water,  and,  being  in  the  midst  of  the  storm 
fully  expected  to  be  struck  by  lightning.  While 
we  could  see  her  we  watched  a  barge  some  two 
miles  away,  and  wondered  whether  her  tapering 
mast  would  be  struck,  but  the  mighty  storm  soon 
blotted  out  anything  at  all  distant  from  our  view 
And  there  we  were,  in  a  pretty  mess,  a  fast-rising 
spring  tide,  no  landmarks  to  be  seen  except  the 
bare  sand  in  our  immediate  vicinity,  and  no 
compass.    Aroimd  us  crackling,  ripping  thunder 
and  dazzling  lightning ;  our  bare  faces  stung  with 
hailstones,  and  our  chilled  bodies  shuddering  at 
the  awfulness  of  the  scene,  and  it  was  with 
thankful  hearts  we  saw  the  storm  break,  one  half 
drenching  Hunstanton,  and  the  other  venting  its 
fury  on  Dersingham.    We  had  kept  the  boat  in 
touch  by  lifting  the  anchor  and  dodging  her  in 
as  the  tide  rose,  and  when  the  blazing  sun  shone 
out  once  more,  we  wrung  out  our  drenched  shirts 
and  set  to  work  baling.    The  experience  I  went 
through  in  that  storm  I  shall  never  forget.  We 
gathered  a  fine  lot  of  mushrooms  off  the  meadows 
on  our  return  home.    These  had  all  sprung  up 
since  the  morning,  and  we  had  a  striking  example 
of  what  "mushroom  growth  "  really  is. 

One  of  my  boyish  "  larks  "  I  well  remember. 
My  dear,  loving  grandmother  nervously  awaited 
my  return  from  some  of  my  fishing  excur- 
sions, and  as  the'  river  was  only  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  house  she  used  to  recall  me 
by  having  a  large  bell  rigorously  rung  from  one 
of  the  upper  windows,  and  I  was  under  a  promise, 
faithfully  kept,  to  return  immediately  I  heard  the 
clang  of  that  hated  bell.  Its  reverberations  came 
fitfully  down  the  wind,  and  I  had  to  pack  up  and 
show  that  I  was  not  drowned,  perhaps  when  the 
roach  were  madly  on,  and  I  had  several  nearly 
21b.  apiece  out  of  that  little  Norfolk  river.  One 
day  there  was  a  horrible  confusion,  the  bell  was 
clanged  with  deafening  noise,  but  the  young 
angler  was  non  est.  The  stable  boy  was  disturbed 
at  his  dinner.  Mary  was  enlisted  in  the  rout,  and 
I  was  searched  for  high  and  low.  On  my  return 
with  a  load  of  great  roach,  I  was  immediately 
asked  if  I  had  heard  the  bell,  and  I  replied,  with 
the  utmost  truth,  "  No !  "  Reason  why,  I  had 
taken  particular  care  to  fish  at  the  mill,  close 
under  the  wall,  where  the  buzzing  machinery  and 
deafening  roar  of  falling  water  entirely  prevented 
a  half  dozen  such  bells  being  heard.  My  grand- 
father gave  me  a  mild  lecture  for  my  duplicity, 
but  the  upshot  was  that  I  was  allowed  to  roam 
where  I  pleased  for  the  future,  for  the  kind  old 
gentleman  had  given  me  my  first  lessons  in 
angling,  and  he  knew  how  terribly  hard  it  was  for 
a  small  boy  to  leave  the  river  side  until  the  pangs 
of  hunger  made  themselves  keenly  felt.  My  little 
toddling  sister  was  once  taken  in  her  "  pram  " 
to  the  river  to  see  the  fish  caught— babies  didn't 
ride  bicycles  in  those  days— and  the  excitement 
was  so  great  that  she  must  be  allowed  to  run  to 
me,  on  the  way  burying  herself  nearly  waist  deep 


in  a  bed  of  black  mud  artfully  concealed  bl 
stranded  duckweed.  Dear,  what  a  business  it  w? 
to  get  the  child  out,  and  the  tears  of  the  unluck 
nursemaid,  and  the  pickle  we  were  all  in  !  I  dra 
a  veil  over  our  return  home.  It  is  fortunate  t 
he  able  to  see  the  comic  side  of  things.  If  eve 
thfre  be  a  now  sense,  let  it  be  the  "  sense  of  th 
ludicrous." 

As  a  weird  experience  let  mc  recommer 
night's  eeling. 

One  September  evening  in  1896,  after  a 
day's  roacbing  in  flood  water,  the  keeper  set 
message  that  the  eel  nets  would  be  set 
night,  and  would  I  care  to  see  what  was  dor 
Now  I  hate  eels,  unless  they  are  stewed; 
abominable  mess  they  have  sometimes  made 
my  barbel   legers  has  perhaps  prejudiced 
mind,  but  I  was  delighted  to  get  the  chance 
seeing  the  process  of  netting  a  weir.    On  our 
to  the  fish  house  the  keeper  explained  that  in 
first  flood  after  August  the  eels  descend,  but 
only  run  on  dark  nights,  and,  goodness  kne 
the  night  of  our  expedition  might  have 
Egyptian  for  its  utter  blackness.    A  howli: 
S.W.  gale,  with  showers  of  rain,  completed 
comfort.    On  reaching  the  fish  house,  which 
situated  in  the  centre  of  the  weir,  we  found 
under  keeper  had  jusfc  set  the  four  nets.  The 
nets  are  much  the  shape  of  trawl  nets, 
narrower,  being  fixed  at  the  mouth  to  squa 
frames,  the  frames  running  in  grooves  in  the 
beams.    The  frame  is  inserted  in  the  groove  i 
pushed  under  water,  the  long  net  falling  belo 
and  streaming  out  in  the  weir  run.    We  work 
with  four  nets,  and  found  plenty  to  do,  althor 
the  eels  were  not  running  in  such  quantities  as  i 
expected.    We  picked  our  way  carefully  ale 
the  weir  heads,  assisted  by  a  feeble  light  in  a  he 
lantern,  and  made  ourselves  comfortable  in 
fish  house  until  it  was  time  to  "  draw."    A  pret 
medley  the  house  contained — thigh  boots,  ne 
poles,  spare  corks,  barrels,  oars,  and  all 
interesting   sundries    necessary  for  a  fisher 
Three  parts  of  the  unoccupied  floor  consisted  of 
trap  door ;  this  the  keeper  lifted,  after  a  warnii 
"  Stand  back  !  "  A  fearsome  gulf  presented  itsel 
and  after  shutting  the  water  off  I  lowered  the  I 
lantern.    What  a  sight !    Hundreds  of  eels  were  I 
wriggling  and  writhing  in  the  tank,  the  largest  a  |! 
great  fellow  some  bib.  in  weight,  all  squirming  in  i 
the  shallow  water,  and  churning  it  up  in  their 
lithe  circlings.    The  horrible  idea  of  falling  in 
amongst  them  immediately  occurred  to  my  mind,  i 
but  I  could  not  resist  the  sight  for  sheer  fascina-  i 
tion.    When  I  had  seen  enough  the  trap- door  wa»  I 
lowered,  and  we  talked  "  fish  "  till  it  was  time  to 
draw  up^  the  nets.    The  keepers  did  not  "  use  j 
tobacco,"  but  that  did  not  interrupt  conversation,  I 
and  I  learnt  much  about  eels,  and  gathered  many 
a  valuable  hint  about  fish  and  fishing. 

My  part  in  the  hauling  consisted  in  holding  tho  I 
lantern,  'one  keeper  lifted  the  frame  by  its  rope, 
the  other  assisting  with  an  iron  crook  which  fitted 
the  frame.    A  tub  was  placed  on  the  weir,  and  I 
the  purse  of  the  net  being  untied,  the  eels  were 
shot  into  the  tub — a  seething  mass — afterwards  I 
emptied  into  the  tank.    Each  net  was  about  a  I 
quarter  full  of  eels,  and  there  were  some  very  [ 
large  ones  in  the  catch.    After  resetting  the  nets  { 
we  again  retired  to  the  house,  and  took  short  nap«  I 
until  the  next  draw.    The  wind  had  died  away.jJ 
and  the  lap,  lap  of  the  eels'  tails  was  plainly  heard.H 
a  most  uncanny  sound  amid  the  gurgling  of  the 
water  in  the  tank.    When  the  eels  are  in  full  run 
the  nets  are  drawn  every  twenty  minutes,  as  tho 
weight  gets  unmanageable  if  the  nets  are  left  too  / 
long.    A  good  night's  catch  represents  some  £20 
worth  of  eels.    After  a  few  more  "  draws  "  the 
eels  stopped  running.     I  reached  home  about— 
2  a.m.,  turned  in,  and  slept  till  it  was  time  to  go/ 
reaching  again,  getting  a  rattling  day's  sport, 
and  wishing  I  had  an  eel  fishery  of  my  own. 

Charles  H.  Wheeley.  - 


Resignation  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham.—  ' 
We  much  regret  to  hear,  as  'we  announced  la3fc  I 
week,  that  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  who  has  for  so 
many  years  been  the  energetic  and  ever  courteous  I 
secretary  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  I 
Society,  has  sent  In  his  resignation  to  the  president  } 
on  account  of  age  and  declining  health.  We  under-  1 
stand  the  matter  will  come  before  the  next  com- 
mittee nieeting,  to  be  held  at  the  end  of  the  month,  j 
when  his  resignation  will  no  doubt  be  accepted.  -1 
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THE  COMPLEA.T  ANGLER  * 

Of  making  editions  of  Izaak  Walton's  "  Coni- 
pleat  Angler,"  it  seems  likely  enough  there  will 
bs  no  end,  seeing  that  as  time  progresses  the 
number  increases,  and  this  has  been  going  on  for 
nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

It  is  not  many  years  since  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston 
brought  out  the  superb  Lea  and  Dove  Edition, 
being  the  100th  edition.  This  was  in  1888,  and 
already,  only  eight  or  nine  years  after  that  date, 
M  r.  Le  Gallienne  in  his  introduction  to  the  pre- 
sent edition  says  :  "  "With  the  year  1653  came  the 
charming  classic,  which  in  the  present  volume  is 
published  for  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-first 
time." 

Thus  twenty  editions  of  a  work  by  an  author 
who  has  been  dead  214  years,  have  been  called  for 
duriDg  the  last  eight  years.  Perhaps  the  expres- 
sion "called  for"  is  not  quite  accurate.  The 


New,  and,  it  may  be  added,  printed  and  bound 
with  the  good  taste,  which  is  a  noted  charac- 
teristic of  the.  productions  emanating  from  "  The 
Bodley  Head."  Such  editions  as  these  commend 
themselves  and  command  the  attention  of  all 
anglers. 

"  Perhaps,"  says  Mr.  Le  Gallienne  "  no  English 
book  except  'The  Pilgrim's  Progress'  and 
'  Robinson  Crusoe,'  has  been  so  beloved.  Genera- 
tion after  generation  has  brought  to.it  its  young 
affections,  and  there  seems  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  average  of  something  like  a  new 
edition  for  every  two  and  a  half  years,  which  so 
far  the  Convpleat  Angler  has  maintained,  will 
even  be  surpassed  in  the  future."  In  point  of 
immortality— or,  perhaps,  one  should  say  perpetua  ■ 
tion  of  vitality  as  well  as  similarity  in  simplicity 
of  character  of  the  two  writers,  Mr.  Le  Gallienne 
might  have  instanced  Gilbert  White  who,  in  point 
of  time,  is  a  hundred  years  younger  than  Izaak 


Doubtless  there  are  many  unsentimental  anglers 
who  eschew  "  the  sentiment "  altogether,  but  who, 
nevertheless,  avail  themselves  of  the  methods  and 
laws  for  catching  fish  which  "  poor  Izaak  "  has  laid 
down  for  them. 

Undoubtedly  Izaak  Walton  loved  nature  much, 
but  certainly  he  loved  fishing  more,  and  it  is, 
perhaps,  the  charming  simplicity  with  which  he 
describes  all  nature,  combined  with  the  accurate 
knowledge  which  he  displays  about  all  fresh  water 
fish  and  the  various  ways  of  catching  them  that 
keep  his  memory  green  in  the  hearts  of  all  anglers, 
whether  of  the  sentimental  or  the  "  Philistine 
clciss 

I  can,  however,  fully  endorse  Mr.  Le  Gallienne's 
view  of  the  sentimental  part  of  angling  : 

"  One  might  as  well  consult  a  fifteenth  century  pharma- 
copeia on  Russian  influenza  as  consult '  Honest  Izaac  on 
any  of  the  higher  blanches  of  his  art.  But  who  minds 
tint  ?    Angling  wag  simply  an  excuse  for  Walton  s  aitlesi 
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public  do  not  usually  call  for  such  editions  ;  it  is 
rather  the  enterprise  of  publishers,  who,  by  pro- 
ducing something  attractive  and  new,  create  a 
demand,  which,  but  for  them,  would  not  have  been 
(bought  of.  Many  of  the  editions  enumerated  are 
mere  reprints,  and  the  continued  demaud  for  such 
editions  is,  of  course,  a  true  indication  ot  the 
vitality  of  the  charming  old  book  ;  but  a  newly 
edited  and  elaborately  illustrated  edition,  such  as 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  Lea  and  Don-  Edition,  m 
two  quarto  volumes  (price  £5  ~>a.),  may  be  said  to 
mark  an  epoch  in  the  passing  time. 

The  same  may  be  saitl  of  the  present  edition, 
which  is  most  pleasantly  edited,  with  an  intro- 
duction, by  Richard  Le  Gallienne,  and  very 
quaintly  and  prettily  illustrated  by  Edmund  H. 

"^hVToomplkat.  Anolkr.  By  Izaak  Walton  and 
Cha:le i  Cotton.  Edited,  with  an  1  ntroduct  on,  by  Richard 
•  Le  Gallienne.  Illustrated  by  Edmund  H.  Ise J.  Ooarto, 
cloth  extra,  pp.,  lxxxiv.,  400.  London  and  New  York  : 
John  Lane,  The  Hoc  by  Head,  MDCCC\C  \  II. 


Walton— and  whose  Natural  History  and 
Antiquities  of  Selborne  has  gone  through  ntty- 
nine  editions  at  least,  probably  many  more 
These  are  the  kind  of  books  that  pub  habere  revel 
in— there  is  no  author  to  pay,  no  one  s  copyright 
to  infringe,  and  a  certain  market  for  any  decently 
got  up  edition.  Being  but  an  amateur  angler 
mvself  I  do  not  presume  to  assert  the  value  to 
modem  anglers  of  Izaak  Walton's  teachings,  but 
Tarn  inclined  to  think  tbaj>  Mr.  Le  Gallienne  very 
considerably  undervalues  his  merits  as  a  practical 
angler  when  he  says  : 

"  For  after  all,  Walton  is  a  sentiment,  at  least  as  an 
angler-  for  I  understand  that  the  ordinary  Philistine 
a ffi,  to  whom  all  that  pretty  warbbng  talk  of  birds  and 
honevsuckle  hedges  has  no  appeal  in  comparison  with  a 
'reel  'full  of  speckled  trout,  thinks  tat  smalfbeer  of  poor 
I/aac's  angling  methods.  It  is  probably  among  those 
Iho  have  nevlr  cast  a  line  (like  the  present  edit,  r) ,  or 
rTko  Washington  Irving  have  tat  fished  to  satisfy  tho 
senti^  '  "1»t  the  majority  of  Waltonians  .are  to  be 
.found." 


e-irrulity,  a  DM  on  which  to  Lung  his  over  fragrant  dis-  , 
course  of  stream  and  meadow.  He  followed  angling,  as, 
indeed,  any  such  sport  is  most  intelligently  followed  as  a 
nretext  for  a  day  or  two  in  tho  fields,  not  so  much  to  till 
his  basket  as  to  refresh  his  spirit,  and  store  his  memory 
with  the  sweetnws  of  country  sights  and  sounds.  1  he 
angler  Who  merely  angles  for  the  sake  „J  «•''«'„'«•  ««« 
raich  is  not  jo  much  an  angler  as  a  fishmonger.  tine 
italics  are  mine.) 

As  regards  the  facts  of  Izaak  Walton's  life,  it 
was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  Mr.  Le  Gallienne 
could  produce  anything  new— for  these  he  has 
relied  on  former  editors.  The  vexed  question  as 
to  whether  Izaak  Walton  was  a  hosier  or  an  iron- 
monger he  just  leaves  where  he  found  it.  His 
chapter  on  Walton's  Literary  Life  and  Friend- 
ships is  very  interesting,  and  it  closes  with  these 
delightful  words :  "  But  it  is  in  vain  we  strive  by 
critical  reagents  to  analyse  the  unfading  charm  ot 
this  old  book ;  is  it  not  simply  that  the  soul  ot  a 
good  man  still  breathes  through  its  pages  like 
lavender  ?  " 
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The  text  from  which  this  edition  is  printed  is 
tha  fifth  edition  (the  last  to  receive  Walton's  own 
revision),  the  spelling  being  modernised,  including 
also  Part  II,,  by  Cotton,  respecting  which  Mr. 
Le  Gallienne  says:  "Whatever  the  literary  skill 
with  which  the  style  of  Walton  is  imitated,  not  to 


be  gainsaid.  Whom  fame  has  joined  together 
let  no  man  put  asunder." 

From  a  purely  literary  standpoint,  Mr.  Le 
Gallienne  is  right  in  his  judgment,  for  there  can 
be  no  comparison  between  the  genuine  simplicity 
of  Walton's  writing  and  the  imitative  and  osten- 
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EL SK:? *teTer lts  uhlstra^e  and  associa- 
tne  value,  or  ts  importance  as  a  contribution  to 

SfaSd^f  2T*  °f  ?7  i3'  ^vertheless" 

minted  as  an  integral  part  of  that  charming 
classic  an  impertinence.  Its  proper  place  is  In 
appendix,  whither  I  should  have  Sgated  Tt  in 
this  edition  had  not  tradition  been  too  stron 2  to 


StX  VTr1  ?  °f  C^  but  1  am  ""J  g^d 
that  Mr.  Le  Gallienne  did  not  relegate  Cotto2  to 
an  appendix  for  I  am  sure  it  would  have  con- 
anglers    beauti£ul  volume  in  the  ^  l?«SS 

remem  W  j1?  ^alli^e  says,  Cotton  «  is  entirely 
remembered  to-day  by  his  association  with  Wal- 


ton," it  is  pleasant  also  to  remember  that  but  f 
him  we  should  have  known  little  or  nothii 
about  Walton's  visits  to  Beresford  Hall,  b 
angling  in  "  The  Dove,"  and  the  delightful  o 
"  Fishing  House." 

Mr.  Le  Gallienne  dedicates  his  volume  to  t, 
Right  Honourable  Ojftey  Ashburton,  Earl  of  Creu 
in  a  very  pleasant  poem  of  thirteen  lines. 

As  regards  the  illustrations,  which  are  not  tl 
least  attractive  feature  in  this  memorable  editio; 
they  have  been  made  "  as  thoroughly  as  possib 
from  a  topographical  point  of  view ;  "  most) 
made  on  the  spot,  comprising  views  on  the  districl 
described  by  Walton  on  the  Lea  from  Tottenhai 
to  Ware,  and  by  Cotton  from  Brailsford  to  Berei 
ford  Hall  on  the  Dove.  They  are  very  numerom 
and  of  a  singular  quaintness,  pleasing  alike  t 
the  eye  and  ones'  sense  of  appropriatenesi 
Altogether,  they  number  over  200. 

We  have  all  heard  of  the  old  clock,  whic 
makes  no  other  claim  to  have  been  Izaak  Walton' 
than  that  it  bears  somewhere  on  it  the  initial 
I.  W.  Mr.  New,  however,  seems  to  have  made  . 
real  discovery  which  I  fancy  has  not  been  note- 
before.  It  is  called  Izaak  Walton's  Marring 
Chest,  and  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Right.  Hon 
the  Earl  of  Warwick.  The  inscription  inns  a 
follows : 

Izaak  Walton.  Rachel  Flovd. 

Joyned  Together  In  Ye  Holie  Bonde  of  Wedlocke 
On  Ye  27th  Daie  of  Decembre  A.  1026  D. 

We  once  were  two,  we  two  made  one  ; 
We  no  more  two,  through  Life  be  one. 

Probably  this  is  the  Trunk  of  Linen  which: 
his  will  he  gives  to  his  son  Izaak  Walton. 

By  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  John  Lane  I  „ 
enabled  to  present  to  your  readers  some  chara 
tenstic  examples  of  Mr.  New's  interesting  di 
ings.    With  reference  to  the  Walton  WeM 
Chest  Mr.  New  sends  the  following  account 
says : 

The  finding  of  Walton's  Marriage  Chest  was  an  acjide 
A  cousin  of  mme  was  sketching  eome  time  ago  at  Warwi 
Castle,  and  the  housekeeper  took  her  over  the  priva 
rooms  to  see  the  old  furniture,  pictures,  &c.  The  chea 
stood  in  a  rather  dark  passage,  but  she  happened  to  catc! 
the  name  of_  W  alton  on  it  as  she  passed,  and,  knowing 
was  illustrating  "  The  Compleal  Angler,"  she  told  me 
it._  Last  autumn  I  wrote  to  Lord  Warwick  asking  for  pe 
mission  to  see  the  chest,  and  make  a  drawing  of  it  if  . 
seemed  really  genuine.  He  replied  that  he  was  unawan 
that  he  had  such  a  chest,  but  that  I  was  quite  at  liberfc 
to  draw  it  if  I  could  find  it. 

Mr.  John  Lane  may  well  be  congratulated  x 
having  produced  the  last  of  the  121  editions  pul 
lished  up  to  the  present  timej  and  certah 
whether  regarded  from  the  editorial  or  artist 
point  of  view,  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
valuable  of  all  the  editions  yet  published. 

The  Angler's  Calendar,  compiled  by  Hi  Regan 
at  the  end  of  the  volume,  is  very  interesting  anc 
useful ;  but  it  will  bear  a  little  revision,  e.g., 
Charles  Kmgsley  was  alive  and  a  "  keen  angler' 
long  after  i860.    He  died  in  1875. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


MR.  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD'S  NE1 
BOOK. 


tv/t  ttW?,  ave  mid  sevei'al  inquiries  as  to  whet 
Mr  Halford's  "Dry  Fly  Entomology"  will  b< 
ready,  we  sent  to  the  publishers,  Messrs.  Vintoi 
and  Co.,  Limited,  9,  New  Bridge-street,  Ludgate- 
circus,  to  inquire.  They  say :  "  In  reply  to  your 
inquiry  we  cannot  give  an  exact  date  for  publica, 
tion,  but  we  hope  to  be  ready  about  the  end  i 
the  montli  (March)." 

We  hear  Mr.  Holland,  of  Winchester,  has  beer 
entrusted  with  the  production  of  the  sets  oi 
sample  flies  for  the  edition  de  luxe,  at  (.->  :.s., 
ana  that  edition  will  very  soon  be  unobtainable, 
as  the  demand  has  been  so  rapid  for  it. 

A  very  large  trout  has  been  seen  at  Hamptor 

t,w  7%rn  In  the  "J«bilee"  Year  a  grand 
tiout  of  171b.  was  turned  into  the  Thames  at 
Kingston  by  Alderman  Nuthall,  and  has  never 
been  heard  of  since.    Is  this  the  "  Jubilee  "  fish  ? 

5  x*;r?ut  .Wl11  naturally  make  for  the  weir 
pools  at  this  time  of  year,  whether  spawners  or 

snLal    *!q"it?  likelT  that  tfie  0116  «*»  «  the 

same  as  referred  to. 
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SPRING  SALMON  ANGLING. 


The  steel  wire  trace  is  not  a  success  on  the 
ver.  It  is  cheap,  it  is  durable,  it  is  strong ;  but 
kinks,  and  breaks,  and  cannot  be  mended  but 
v  a  new  one.  On  the  loch,  however,  for  trolling 
»  salmon,  these  objections  do  not  have  the  same 
3rce  and  as  its  cheapness  is  the  mam  recom- 
iendation  for  its  employment  in  trolling  with  a 
me  line  behind  a  boat.  t 
There  has  been  no  substitute  yet  devised  to 
upplant  salmon  gut.  When  it  comes  it  will 
lake  the  fortune  of  the  inventor  or  discoverer, 
'ut  meantime  we  must  pin  our  faith  to  well 
Lrawn,  fresh,  sound  salmon  gut. 

At  one  time  local  tackle  makers  and  anglers 
,sed  to  tie  their  own  gut  casting  lines.  Of  late 
rears  this  art  has  passed  almost  entirely  into  the 
,ands  of  the  professional,  and  is  done  chiefly  m 
wtories— and  well  done,  too.  To  mention  any 
,'ne  manufacturer  would  be  invidious,  as  there  are 
l0  many  really  good  makers  of  cast  lines  sending 
heir  wares  into  the  market,  whose  names  are 
marantee  that  the  quality  sent  out  is  the  best  and 
Yeshest  that  can  be  produced.  There  is  a  finer 
mish  on  the  cast  lines  made  by  such  firms  as 
^arswell,  Glasgow,  for  instance,  than  what  can 
oe  made  at  the  fireside.  True,  they  may  be  tied 
oy  girls  or  women,  but,  then,  they  are  specialists 
n  this  fine,  and  do  no  other  thing. 

It  is  a  pity,  perhaps,  that  the  home  made  art  is 
being  supplanted  by  the  shop  or  factory  tyer.  It 
was  quite  a  romantic  occupation  for  the  keeper  to 
spend  his  long  winter  evenings  in  preparing  his 
next  season's  casts,  flies,  and  lines ;  and  the  gun 
room  for  some  six  weeks  or  so  before  the  opening 
of  the  fishing  was  for  the  nonce  converted  into  a 
tackle  shop.  .  „ 

It  may  be  the  custom  yet  in  many  places,  toi 
old  customs  die  hard;  but  the  last  recollection  1 
have  of  this  romantic  preparation,  was  m  Black- 
ball Castle,  many  years  ago,  and  before  the  advent 
of  the  present  proprietor.  It  was  a  good  educa- 
tion for  the  young  keeper,  which  the  present  class 
now  sadly  want,  for  only  the  other  day  I  noticed 
an  extensive  dealer  busily  spacing  loops  to  the 
ends  of  several  new  lines  he  was  sending  out, 
while  the  gillie  stood  by  waiting  and  watching 
the  mysteries,  to  him,  of  the  nimble  operator  s 
fingers.  On  my  remarking  that  probably  it 
would  be  handy  for  him  to  be  able  to  splice  a  line, 
he  sarcastically  remarked  that  he  did  not  wish  to 
try,  for  if  anything  went  wrong  with  the  line  or 
cast,  his  master  had  the  tackle  maker  to  fall  back 
upon,  and  not  him.  . 

Yet  many  ordinary  keepers  and  gillies  ot  the 
old  school  picked  up  such  a  knowledge  ot  the 
tackle  trade,  which  not  only  afforded  them 
amusement  on  an  off  occasion,  when  housed  by 
stress  of  weather,  but  when  a  "  ramy  day  over- 
took them  they  had  a  profitable  occupation  to  tall 
back  upon;  and  the  foundation  of  many  ot 
the  most  flourishing  tackle  businesses  in  the 
kingdom  have  been  thus  humbly  but  securely 

laid.  ,1.1 

Of  course,  we  do  not  mean  to  say  that  keepers, 
as  a  rule,  cannot  tie  up  a  decent  cast  on  a  pinch, 
or  dress  a  fly  to  kill  a  fish  with,  but  as  a  rule, 
■  they  of  the  younger  generation,  do  not  seek  to 
try.     The    sportsman    is    so    unusually  well 
provided  with   all   the    paraphernalia    of  his 
pastime,    that    there    is    abundance,    and  to 
spare,  for  the   gillies  wants,  as  well   as  his 
own;  and  in  other  cases  an  open  account  is 
invariably  at  the  keeper's  command.  However, 
i  there  is  a  not  inconsiderable  amount  of  trash  on 
the  market,  chiefly  old  stuff,  wrought  up  and  put 
on  cheap.    And  cheap  tackle  is  the  angler  s  curse. 
4  His  pleasure  in  running  a  fish  is  doubled  when  lie 
f  has  the  consciousness  of  working  with  reliable 
t  ickle.    What  an  agony  when  a  cast  breaks.  It 
is  bad  enough  to  lose  a  hold,  and  well  may  the 
exasperated  angler  be  kindly  excused  his  '  parlia- 
mentary," when  the  hook  comes  dangling  back  m 
his  face  at  the  close  of  an  otherwise  exciting  run. 
There  is  no  disappointment  like  it.    But  when 
the  cast  line  parts  at  a  badly  tied  knot,  or  a  trayed 
or  flattened  strand  of  gut,  human  speech  fails  to 
give  the  needed  relief,  and"the  offending  party 
V  deserves  a  bad  quarter  of  an  hour  whe;n  lie  can  be 
*  found.   It  is  a  more  profitable  custom  in  the  long 
'  -  run  for  "tackle  dealers,  with  any  respect  for  their 
name,  to  carefully  date  their  parcels  of  gut  as 
.  they  come  to  hand.   The  first-class  shops  do  so, 


and  pass  their  stock  down  to  second-class  shops 
before  it  gets  out  of  date,  always  keeping  the 
latest  and  freshest  supplies  for  their  own  cus- 
tomers.   The  pity  is  that  they  do  not  have  the 
courage  to  destroy  their    old  stock  entirely. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  too  much  to  expect  all  this. 
It  might  be  too  large  an  order  to  ask  them  to  do 
so,  yet  it  would  ensure  a  more  perfect  stock  on 
the  market,  and  prevent  unscrupulous  dealers 
trading  in  old  stock  with  country  merchants  and 
hotelkeepers,  who  profess  to  keep  tackle  for 
their  chance  customers,   and  to  whom  a  gut 
cast  is  a  gut  cast,  however  grey-headed  it 
may  be,  provided  it  is  wrapped  in  a  showy 
cover,    and   tied   with    red    or  blue  ribbon. 
The  late  Lord  Arbuthnot,  than  whom  there  were 
fewer  more  enthusiastic  anglers  in  his  day,  had  a 
standing  rule  at  the  end  of  every  fishing  season 
of  making  a  bonfire,  as  he  called  it,  of  every  inch 
of  gut  and  every  fly  in  his  possession.    He  had 
met  with  so  many  disappointments  that  he  found 
it  to  his  profit  neither  to  use  an  old  cast  nor  to  let 
it  fall  into  the  hands  of  others  fishing  with  him, 
or  for  him  ;  and  he  carried  out  the  same  practice 
with   regard  to  his  flies,   and  whatever  else 
depended  for  its  virtue,  on  fresh  and  reliable  gut. 
How  different  from  the  ideas  of  a  certain  duke, 
who,  having  succeeded  to  an  ancestor's  estate, 
including,  among  minor  details  in  the  gun  room, 
an  assortment  of  flies,  which  had  done  duty  some 
generations  back.    He  distributed  the  find  among 
his  retainers,  handing  a  capacious  pocket  book 
packed  fuU  to  the  head  keeper  for  immediate 
use. 

Donald  duly  appeared  one  morning  m  an 
Aberdeen  tackle  dealers,  and,  handing  the  book 
over,  asked  him  to  examine  the  contents.  They 
appeared  exceedingly  fresh,  he  explained  m  his 
simple  unsophisticated  manner;  but  they  had 
lost  twenty  fish  almost  as  soon  as  they  were 
hooked  or  in  the  running.  "  No  much  wonder, 
said  the  tackle  maker,  "  it  is  some  twenty  years  ago 
now  since  I  made  up  the  book,  which  was  a  present 
from  a  friend  to  the  late  duke,"  and,  having  by 
this  time  soaked  a  few  in  a  cup  of  tepid  water,  he 
pulled  the  eyes  out  of  a  score  or  so,  and  then 
handed  them  back  with  the  remark  that  it  would 
be  a  bad  day  for  the  trade  when  sportsmen  pinned 
their  faith  to  twenty  years'  old  gut. 

Spinning  lines  are  another  source  ot  great 
trouble.    Those  who  go  in  for  cheap  lines  use  a 
fresh  one   every   day.     Of  course,  much  will 
depend  on  the  amount  of  work  they  are  used  to, 
and  the  care  taken  to  thoroughly  dry  them  every 
ni^ht.  Even  the  best  lines  have  to  be  thus  treated, 
and  the  end  carefully  examined  and  tested  before 
and  after  wetting.     So  many  yards  have  to  be 
discarded  almost  every  morning  when  a  iresh  line 
is  not  used.    Mr.  Malloch  had  much  trouble  and 
many  experiments  before  he  finally  fixed  on  an 
undressed  silk  line  as  his  chief  f avounte  for  his 
casting  reel,  and  this  he  invariably  recommends 
It  costs  dear  to  begin  with,  some  12s.  bd.,  but  it 
will  last  a  season  or  so  through.    He  recommends 
rubbing  with  red  deer  fat  before  using,  and  care- 
fully rubbing  and  drying  when  oyer  for  the  day. 
The  undressed  silk  line  is  not  a  favourite  on  the 
Dee    I  used  one  for  two  or  more  seasons  almost 
constantly,  but  I  took  the  precaution  to  dress  it 
with  linseed  oil,  and  this  home  preparation  yielded 
an  excellent  and  reliable  spinning  line.  Foster 
has  some  good  lines,  and  they  are  durable,  but 
somewhat  hard  on  the  rings  of  the  rod.  However 
they  come  up  to  their  recommendation,  and  beat 
a  host  of  trash  at  the  same  price.    The  Redditch 
makers  have  some  superior  casting  and  spinning 
lines  on  the  market,  and  the"  Olina,"  by  Carswell, 
Glasgow,  is  as  good  as  can  be  made.  The  objection 
in  all  casting  or  spinning  lines  ot  thread-like 
proportions  is  their  predi lectin  to  kink.  To 
obviate  this  as  much  as  possible  it  is  a  good  thing 
to  wind  them  tight  on  to  the  drum  before  making 
the  cast,  and  if  this  is  persisted  in  they  will  not 
eive  so  much  trouble.  '  •  a 

If  deers*  fat  cannot  be  conveniently  bad,  pure 
vaseline  comes  in  as  an  admirable  substitute.  I 
carry  a  little  woollen  rag  with  me  in  a  small  tin 
box,  and  have  found  it  the  best  preparation  to 
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This  makes  the  phantom  take  an  opposite  spin, 
and  not  only  saves  kinking,  but  undoes  the 
previous  hour  or  so's  tortion.  With  hard  metal 
and  natural  baits,  this,  of  course,  cannot  be  done. 
Mr  Geen,  however,  a  few  years  back,  invented  a 
reversible  phantom,  which  Brown,  Aberdeen,  has 
adopted,  and  which  answers  the  purpose  very  well 
indeed.  ,    .  . 

The  lures  chiefly  in  use  during  the  present 
prolific  season  on  the  Dee,  have  been  the  Ay,  the 
gudgeon,  and  the  largest  sized  minnows.  lhe 
fly  has  been  the  favourite.    Mr.  William  Farnell 
Watson,  who  has  run  up  the  top  score  ot  some 
sixty  fish  already  on  the  Woodend  water,  has  been 
chiefly  successful  with  the  fly.    His  favourite  has 
been  the  "Gordon"  of  a  large  size,  and  on 
Saturday  last  we  had  the  pleasure,  and  a  pleasure 
it  was,  indeed,  of  seeing  him  land  his  twentieth 
fish  for  the  week  with  a  fly  locally  known  as  the 
Dunt "     This  fly  has  run  the  "  Gordon  and 
Eagle"  hard  all  through  the  season  as  the  most 
taking  lure.    It  is  by  no  means  a  new  fly,  and 
has  a  little  bit  of  a  history  worth  relating  m  con- 
nection with  its  nomenclature.    Dawson,  a  worthy 
Deeside  fisherman,  and  a  good  hand  to  boot,  was 
fishing  the  Crathes  Castle  water  on  the  Dee  some 
years  back.    A  friend,  who  was  a  bit  of  a  fly  tyer, 
although  not  much  of  a  fisherman,  asked  Dawson 
to  try  a  new  fly  he  had  that  morning  dressed.  In 
the  evening  he  foregathered  with  Dawson,  and 
asked  him  how  he  had  got  on.    The  reference,  of 
course,  was  to  his  offspring— the  fly.      Oh,  the 
very  dunt "  (thing),  said  Dawson,  and  so  it  passed 
Q=  "  Dunt."    The  "Dunt  has 


dox,  anu  ua.ve  i""""  —  — ,  ^  t.  „,.  , 
apply  to  my  casting  line,  running  off  .30yds. oi 
4  )yds.,  and  giving  it  a  rub  over  every  tune  I 
change  my  bait  or  lure.  Another  preventative  is 
to  bend  the  metal  fins  the  reverse  way  MjbwJ 
or  the  phantom,  Jf  using  that  lure  They  .  e 
usually  of  soft  tin,  and  will  stand  to  be  carefully 
febent  every  now  and  again  before  giving  out. 


into  fame  as  the  "Dunt."  The  "  Dunt  has 
again  leaped  into  notice,  and  as  it  has  been  a 
chief  favourite  on  the  Dee  it  may  prove  the  same 
elsewhere  this  season.  , 
The  Phantom  has  not  been  m  evidence  so  much 
this  spring  as  we  have  seen  it  on  many  former 
occasions ;  but  probably,  when  the  fly  is  being  so 
keenly  taken,  there  is  less  call  for  the  spinning 
lure  in  any  form.  Those  who  have  been  killing 
their  fish  with  the  Phantom  have,  as  yet,  iound 
the  blue  and  silver  to  be  preferred  to  the  brown 
and  gold  colours. 

Small  gudgeon  and  dace  are  much  m  demand. 
They  are  showy  baits,  and  in  the  large  round 
waters  which  are  presently  running,  and  will  un- 
doubtedly prevail  well  into  the  spring,  nothing 
could  be  more  tempting  than  these  flash  lures. 
On  the  Park  waters  the  Messrs.  Ritchie  had 
thirteen  fish  last  week,  chiefly  to  the  gudgeon. 

A  characteristic  of  the  present  season  on  the 
Dee  is  the  large  number  of  really  fine  fish  which 
are  bein°'  creeled,  and  their  even  distribution  over 
some  sixty  miles  of  the  river.  On  the  coast  some 
magnificent  weights  of  301b.  and  351b.  haye  been 
takin.  Nothing  like  these  weights  have  been,  as 
yet  met  with  in  the  river ;  but  single  fish  ot  1 ,  2lb. 
19^1b.,  and  22ilb.,  have  been  had  on  almost  every 

When  we  remember  that  only  a  few  years  back 
a  spring  beauty  of  141b.  was  a  veritable  wonder  ot 
wonders,  and  seldom  heard  of,  there  is  reason  for 
surprise  at  such  startling  weights  being  now  so 
common.  The  average  weight  of  Dee  fish  at  the 
opening  of  the  season  used  never  to  exceed  lib. 
Then  a  few  years  back  it  mounted  up  to  Sib  and 
during  the  present  season  it  is  nearer,  if  not 
actually  over,  91b.  Of  250  fish  killed  one  day  last 
week  in  the  nets  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dee  the 
average  was  9flb.  , 

There  are  two  explanations  floating  about  as  to 
the  increased  weight  of  Dee  fish.    One  theory  is 
that  the  importation  of  ova  from  the  Don. 
Deveron,  and  Tay,  where  the  run  of  Salmon  is  ot 
a  heavier  calibre,  has  effectually  left  its  mark. 
The  heavier  weights  at  any  rate  are  of  a  some- 
what different  type  to  that  ot  the  true  Deo  hah, 
and  this  fact  alone  tends  to  give  colour  to  the 
importation  theory.     On  the   other   hand,  the 
buying  up  of  the  nets,  and  the  general  ™W>™- 
ment  of  the  Dee,  as  a  salmon  river,  chiefly  by  lie 
Deeside  Fishery  Improvement  Association,  has 
had  the  tendency  to  increase  the  average  weight 
as  it  has  already  done  the  stock  of  fish  in  the 
river     Probably  there  is  considerable  truth  m 
both' theories,  and  that  each  has  had  its  own 
influences  in  producing  such  satisfactory  results. 
While  there  is  little  to  rejoice  over  from  many 
streams,  and  rivers  which  might  be  otherwise, 
there  is  every  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  the 
Dee  is  not  in  the  catagory  of  such  depleted 
streams,  but  that  year  in  and  year  out  there  is 
every  confidence  that,  if  tie  rents  be  lug!.,  there 


1H2 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  13,  1897 


is  u  certain  return  for  the  money  invested,  and 
that  if  other  streams  were  treated  like  the  Dee, 
they  would  yield  equal  results  and  an  enhanced 
renl  roll.    G.  M. 

TIIIO  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
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[By  arrangoment  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  Tlie  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Ouide 
to  the  Jtivera,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland, "  wo  give  tho  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
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byres  Fall  can  be  conveniently  fished  from  Lanark ; 
and  lower  down,  Crossford  is  convenient  for  the 
angler.  There  are  inns  at  the  villages  of  Abing- 
ton  and  Roberton.  The  scenery  of  the  Upper 
Clyde  is  very  beautiful.  The  falls  of  Clyde  are 
much  and  justly  admired,  and  places  of  interest 
are  numerous  along  the  banks  of  the  river.  Rod 
season:  From  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  Route:  For 
upper  water :  By  rail  to  Abington ;  river  quite 
close.  For  lower  parts  :  By  rail  to  Hamilton ; 
river  close  at  hand.    Hiring  can  also  be  had  at 


No.  59. 

LANARKSHIRE  (continued). 
Rivers  of  Lanarkshire. 

The  Blackburn. — A  small  tributary  of  the 
Duneaton,  yielding  good  baskets  occasionally. 
See  the  Duneaton. 

The  Camps.— A  small  tributary  of  the  Clyde, 
into  which  it  falls  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Craw- 
ford. It  is  some  six  miles  long,  and  contains 
trout  and  grayling.  April  and  May  are  the  best 
months,  and  it  is  open  to  the  public.  The  trout 
average  [lb.  Inns  at  Abington  or  Crawford — 
the  latter  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  burn,  the 
former  three  miles.  Route :  By  rail  to  Abington  ; 
thence  walk  three  miles. 

The  Cart  rises  in  East  Kilbride,  flows  through 
the  parish  of  Eagleshain,  and,  after  a  long  run  of 
twenty  miles  or  so,  it  falls  into  the  Clyde.  It 
contains  river  trout,  and  is  preserved  by  an 
angling  club,  the  subscription  to  which  is  £2  2s. 
The  trout  run  from  .Ub.  to  lib.  There  is  some 
fine  scenery  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  Cart.  Inns 
at  Raglesham,  Busby,  or  Cathcart,  and  they  are 
all  near  the  river.  The  Black  Cart,  which  rises  in 
Castle  Semple  Loch,  falls  into  this  river  near 
Houston  Station.  Route ;  By  rail  to  Busby ; 
thence  by  coach  to  Waterfoot ;  or  by  rail  to 
Hairmyre  or  Eaglesbam  Road;  thence  walk  a 
mile. 

The  Clyde  rises  from  two  sources — one  of 
them  near  the  head  waters  of  .the  Tweed  and  the 
Annan,  the  other  in  Queensberry  Hill.  Its  source 
is  some  1400ft.  high,  and  its  length  about  100 
miles.  It  receives  the  burns  of  Pitrenick,  Pedden, 
and  Glenochar,  and  the  Powtrail  and  Daer  Water' 
and  afterwards  Clydes  Burn  or  the  Little  Clyde.' 
Below  this  it  receives  the  Elvan,  the  Midloch,  the 
Camps,  the  Glengonnar  (with  its  tributary,'  the 
Glencaple  Bum),  the  Duneaton  (with  its  tribu- 
taries,  the   Black   Burn  and  Mill  Burn),  the 
Wandel,  the  Roberton,  the  Hartside,the  Lamina- 
ton,  the  Garff,  the  Culter,  the  Medwyns,  North 
and  South,  the  Carmichael,  the  Douglas  (with  its 
tributary,  the  Ponfeigh  Burn),  the  Poniel,  the 
largest  tributary  of  the  Douglas,  the  Mouse  the 
Nethan,  the  Dalserf,  the  Avon,  and  the  North 
South,  and  Rotten  Calders.    All  these  streams' 
and  burns  contain  trout,  and  yield  more  or  less 
sport,  and  are  all  more  or  less  open  to  the 
respectable  angler.     Further  notes  regarding 
them  will  be  found  under  their  respective  names° 
ihe  Clyde  itself  yields  capital  trout  fishing 
especially  in  its  upper  waters,  and  and  heavy  fish 
are  often  met  with.    There  are  also  grayling  in 
the  upper  waters  and  pike  near  Carstairs.  Salmon 
sometimes  penetrate  as  far  as  the  Falls  of  Clyde 
but  there  they  must  perforce  end  their  ascent,  as 
the  fall  is  some  80ft.  high.    But  both  salmon  and 
their  try  are  for  all  that  got  sometimes  in  the 
waters  of  the  Clyde  far  above  the  falls  This 
arises  from  the  fact  that  during  heavy  spates  the 
"PPer ■waters  of  the  Biggar— a  tributary  of  the 
1  weed— mingle  with  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Clyde,  so  that  the  few  salmon  occasionally  found 
in  the  upper  Clyde  are,  in  reality,  Tweed  fish,  and 
not  Clyde  fish  at  all.  The  best  parts  of  the  Clyde 
tor  trout  are  above  and  below  Lamington,  Abing- 
ton, and  Roberton,  and  splendid  baskets  may  be 
had  here.  The  quality  of  the  fish  is  excellent,  and 
they  are  mostly  red-fleshed.  By  leaving  the  train 
at  Abington,  and  fishing  down  by  way  of  Roberton 
on  to  Lamington  Station,  some  miles  of  very  good 
water  may  be  gone  over.  The  Clyde  above  Stone- 


both  of  these  places. 

The  Culter  rises  near  Glenwhappen  Rig,  and 
after  receiving  the  burns  of  the  Cowgill,  Nisbet, 
Knock,  and  others,  it  falls  into  the  Clyde  near 
Culter  Mains.  It  is  about  eight  miles  long,  is 
open  to  the  public,  and  April  and  May  are  its  best 
months."  Many  of  the  trout  are  up  to  lib.  weight, 
but  the  average  is  greatly  lower.  Biggar  is  the 
best  place  to  live  at.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Culter ; 
thence  walk  half  a  mile. 

The  Baer,  or  Darr,  which  rises  in  Queens- 
berry  Hill  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Lanark- 
shire, and  falls  into  the  Clyde  near  Elvanfoot 
Station,  on  the  Caledonian  Railway,  is  one  of  the 
best  trouting  streams  in  the  Upper  Ward  of 
Lanarkshire.    It  is  not  open  to  the  public,  but 
leave  can  generally  be  got  by  the  landlord  of  the 
Abington  Hotel.    It  receives  a  number  of  small 
tributaries  which  also  afford  good  burn  fishing, 
ir  eluding  the  Powtrail,  and  the  Crook  Burn,  the 
Elack  Burn,  the  Sweetshaw  Bum,  the  Hope- 
turrial  Bum,  the  Wintercleugh  Burn,  the  Gleno- 
char Bum,  for  all  of  which  permission  to  fish  is 
necessary.    The  Daer  is  about  twelve  miles  long, 
and  contains  yellow  trout  and  grayling.  April 
May,  August,  and  September  are  the  best  months, 
and  the  trout  average  Alb.    The  scenery  of  the 
river  is  hilly,  and  among  the  points  of  interest  are 
the  ruins  of  Crawford  Castle  on  the  Clyde,  below 
Crawford  Inn,  and  the  remains  of  Roman  camps 
on  the  neighbouring  hills.    Nearest  inn* :  Craw- 
ford.    Route :— From   the  north  :   By  rail  to 
Abington  or  Elvanfoot ;  thence  walk  three  miles. 
From  the  south:  By  rail  to  Elvanfoot;  thence 
walk  three  miles,  with  good  fishing  on  the  Clyde 
each  way  up  or  down. 

The  Bippool  rises  near  Auchingray,  and  is 
joined  by  another  stream  from  the  north  in  the 
vicinity  of  Westshield.  The  united  streams  form 
the  Mouse  water,  which '-flows  into  the  Clyde. 
The  length  of  the  Dippool  is  about  seven  miles, 
and  the  trout  are  rather  larger  than  in  the  Med- 
wyn,  which  is  not  far  off.  It  is  open  to  the 
public,  and  can  be  conveniently  reached  from 
Carawath,  where  there  is  hotel  accommodation. 
See  also  the  Medwyn.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Carnwath ;  thence  walk  a  mile  or  two. 

The  Bouglas  rises  at  Cairntable,  and  falls 
into  the  Clyde  about  three  miles  above  Lanark. 
It  receives  a  small  feeder— the  Ponfeigh  Burn— 
and  is  eighteen  or  nineteen  miles  long.    It  con- 
tains trout,  pike,  and  grayling ;  and  April  and 
May  are  the  best  months  for  it.    It  is  open  to  the 
public,  save  about  two  miles  in  Douglas  Castle 
policies,  where  the  trout  are  very  plentiful  in  con- 
sequence.   The  trout  average  Alb.,  but  at  times 
very  large  ones  are  got.  They  are  shy  sometimes 
and  at  others  take  all  sorts  of  lures  greedily  The 
stream  is  much  fished  both  above  and  below  the 
policies.    The  scenery  of  the  upper  reaches  is 
wild  ;  the  lower  part  well  wooded.  Douglas 
Castle  and  the  Church  of  St.  Bride  are  interest- 
ing.    Accommodation  can  be  got  at  Douo-las 
village.    See  also  the  Duneaton.    Route:  By  rail 
to  Douglas ;  station  half  a  mile  from  river. 
.  The  Buneaton.— One  of  the  best  little  trout- 
rag  streams  in  this  part  of  Scotland.    It  rises  at 
Cairntable,  and,  after  a  run  of  about  eighteen 
miles,  falls  into  the  Clyde  about  a  mile  below 
Abington.    It  is  all  open  to  the  public,  and  con- 
tains trout  and  grayling,  the  former  from  Jib.  to 
•sib.    It  is  a  very  pleasant  stream  to  fish,  the 
banks  being  quite  open.    Crawfordjohn  is  a  con- 
venient place  to  live  at,  or  Douglas.    From  the 
latter  hiring  can  be  had.    The  distance  from 
^ouglas  to  Crawfordjohn  is  eight  miles.    Route  • 
rail  to  Abington,  thence  hire ;  or  to  Douglas' 
thence  hire.  b  ' 

The  Crlespin,  or  Lane,  rises  in  Crawfordjohn 
Moor  and  falls,  after  a  run  of  five  or  six  miles 
into  the  Douglas,  about  two  miles  above  the 
village  of  that  name  It  is  open  to  the-  public, 
and  contains  a  lot  of  small  trout,  of  which  good 
baskets  are  often  got.    April  and  May  are  the 


best  months.  Route:  By  rail  to  Dougl, 
thence  to  the  village  by  'bus ;  thence  walk 
couple  of  miles. 

The  Luggie. — A  small  stream,  which  rises 
the  parish  of  New  Monkland,  and  falls  into  t 
Kelvin  west  of  Kirkintilloch.  It  is  about  twe) 
or  thirteen  miles  long,  and  is  open  to  the  publ 
Tts  trout  run  about  Jib.,  but  they  have  been  p 
21b.  weight.  Cumbernauld  is  convenient  for  f 
upper  part  of  the  stream.  Route:  By  rail 
Castlecary  or  Cumbernauld ;  thence  hire,  two  ai 
a  half  miles  to  the  water. 

The  Medwyn  (North).  — The  North  Me 
wyn  falls  into  the  Clyde  near  Carnwath,  aft 
a  run  of  fourteen  miles.    Trout  and  grayling  a 
plentiful— average   weight,   about  41b.,  thouj 
occasionally  got  up  to  41b.    The  best  months  a 
May  and  June.     Its  principal  tributaries  a 
South  Medwyn  and  Lawson's  Bum,  in  whi< 
:ood  trout  are  said  to  be  plentiful.  Routi 
5y  rail  to  Carnwath ;  thence  walk  a  mile. 
The  Medwyn  (South)  rises  in  the  parish  < 
Linton,  and  flows  into  the  North  Medwyn  about 
mile  from  the  confluence  of  the  latter  with  tl 
Clyde.    Open  to  the  public,  and  affording  fa 
trouting.  Route :  Same  as  North  Medwyn,  whic 
see. 

The  Midlock.— A  small  tributary  of  th 
Clyde,  containing  trout  and  grayling,  six  mile 
long,  and  open  to  the  public.    The  Cleugh  Bur 
falls  into  it.     Nearest  inn  :  Crawford.  Route 
By  rail  to  Abington ;  thence  hire  a  few  miles. 
The  Mill  Burn.— See  Smaller  Streams  below 
The  Roberton  Burn.— See  Smaller  Streamf 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fishe. 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  loca 

angling  associations,  &c] 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Tummel  Bridge  is  in  a  fine,  healthy  bighlanc 
district,  and  on  the  high  road  from  Abeifeldy  ti 
Rannoch.  It  is  reached  by  hiring  from  Aber 
feldy,  or  Pitlocbrie,  which  are  stations  on  thi 
Highland  Railway,  and  which  are  about  thirteei 
miles  distant ;  or  by  hiring  from  Struan  oi 
Rannoch  Stations.  Visitors  can  fish  the  Tummel 
Loch  Tummel,  and  Loch  Rannoch. 

Tyndrum  is  a  station  on.  the  Caledonian  and 
West  Highland  Railways.  It  is  a  small  village 
amid  beautiful  scenery,  and  there  is  a  large  hotel. 
Good  road  to  Ballachulish  by  Inveroran,  King's 
House,  and  Glencoe.  Fine  bracing  climate. 
Visitors  at  Inveroran  Hotel  have  privilege  of  fish- 
ing the  river  "Orchy  and  part  of  the  river  Baw. 
Visitors  at  the  Royal  Hotel  can  fish  Loch  Na- 
beie,  Loch  Dochart,  the  Fillan,  and  the  Orchy. 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  "  EEALISTIC  FISHING  GAME." 


Messrs.  Haigh  and  McBurnie,  of  41,  Cor- 
poration-street, Manchester,  are  the  inventors  of 
a  patent  fish  pond,  by  means  of  which  any  person 
can  enjoy  river  or  lake  fishing  in  his  own  sitting 

room. 

tne  aid  of  mechanical  means  fish  botW 
nibble  and  bite  in  the  most  natural  manner j  inj 
tact,  so  natural  that  the  most  expert  fishermen 
have  said  the  whole  game  is  realistic  in  the  i 
extreme.  You  fish  in  real  water,  arid  we  certainly 
never  saw  any  fishing  game  half  so  realistic  asJ 
this— it  beats  cock  fighting. 

It  is  not  only  suitable  in  its  smaller  sizes  as  a 
toy  and  game  for  adults,  but  the  invention  canj 
also  be  put  down  on  a  gigantic  scale  at  the  chieW 
pleasure  resorts,  where  full  sized  fishing  rods  will 
be  used.  The  children  can  have  this  interesting 
game  from  Is.  to  25s., and  sizes  suitable  for  adults 
tollpw  up  to  £10. 

We  have  long  had  artificial  flies  and  baits,  but- 
this  is  artificial  fishing,  and  affords  a  great  deal 
more  sport  than  is  often  to  be  had  at  the  real 
thing. 

The  angler  who  when  after  fishing  eight  hours  i 
said  he  had  had  a  "  glorious  nibble,"  would  die  j 
with  excitement  over  this  game,  which  wants  \ 
skill  as  well  as  luck,  and  provides  endless  amuse-  i 
ment.  W  e  write  after  having  had  ten  minutes* 
capital  sport  at  it. 


March  13,  1897] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


THE  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YACHTING  AND  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION 


MAY  to  AUGUST,  1897. 


H.p.  THE  DUKE  OF  Y0i\K. 


Committee  of  Advice  on  the  Inland  Fisheries 
Department : 

THE  EARL  OF  MARCH, 
COLONEL  CUSTANCE, 
MR.  WM,  SENIOR 

(Angling  Editor  of  the  "  Field.") 

MR.  R.  B.  MARSTON 

(Editor  of  the  "  Fishing  Gazette.") 


%  lisljing  <Ba$t* 

{EMail  ished  1877), 

ST.   DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE, 

Fetter  Lane. 

At  the  last  Meeting  of  the  General  Committee 
of  the  Imperial  Institute  Yachting  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition,  H.R.H.  the  PRINCE  OF  WALES 
in  the  Chair,  His  Royal  Highness  asked  the 
Committee  if  they  had  any  suggestions  to  make 
in  order  to  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the 
Exhibition.  The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
Me.  R.  B.  Marston,  said  that  he  thought  it* 
would  be  extremely  interesting  to  have 


II 


OF  THE 


RIVER  THAMES 

from  its  Source  to  the  Sea,  showing  the  River  and 
its  Tributaries,  the  Towns  and  Villages  on  its 
Banks,  all  the  Bridges,  Locks,  Weirs,  Docks, 
Sec.  &c, 

SHOWING  HU«G  WATER 

AND  THE 

EBB  and  FLOW  of  the  TIDE 

AS.  FAR  A8 

TEDDINGTON, 

with  models  floating  in  the  stream  of  all  the  various 
classes  of  craft  seen  on  the  Thames,  from  pleasure 
boats  to  ocean-going  liners. 


His  Royal  Highness  asked  if  the  idea  was  a 
new  one,  or  if  any  model  of  the  kind  was  in 
existence.  Mr.  Marston  replied  that,  so  far  as 
he  was  aware,  it  was  an  entirely  novel  idea. 

The  suggestion  received  general  approval,  and  it 
was-felt  that,  if  a  satisfactory  working  model  of  the 

^iche^t  and  N|o$  Injecting 
Rjvef  iq  the  Wofld 

could  be  produced,  it  would  be  of  great  interest 
not  only  to  all  living  in  the  Thames  Valley 
(including  six  million  Londoners),  but  to  everybody 
visiting  the  Exhibition. 

Mr.  Marston  was  asked  to  obtain  estimates 
of  the  cost  of  carrying  out  the  suggestion,  and  these 
ranged  up  to  £500. 

The  Council  of  the  Imperial  Institute  informed 
Mr.  Marston  that  they  would  guarantee  £100 
towards  the  cost  of  the  model,  if  the  remaining 
proportionate  amount  of  the  total  cost  is  subscribed ; 
but  that,  much  as  they  would  like  to  see  the 
idea  carried  out,  the  funds  at  their  disposal  would 
not  permit  a  larger  outlay  on  this  object.  Mr. 
Marston  then  offered  to  endeavour  to  obtain 
subscriptions,  and  said  that  the  Fishing  Gazette 
would  give  £10  as  a  commencement.  Captain  Sir 
Alfred  Jephson,  R.N.,  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Imperial  Institute,  has  also  promised  £10, 
so  that  it  is  confidently  hoped  the  balance  may 
sootn  be  forthcoming. 

All  subscriptions,  however  small  in  amount,  are 
welcomed,  and  will  be  acknowledged  in  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  ;  they  should  be  marked 

Thames  Valley  Model 
Fund, 


and  sent  to 


REDUCED   PANORAMIC   VIEW   OF  MODEL  OF 
THE  THAMES  AND  THAMES  VALLEY. 


MR.  R   B.  MARSTON, 

Editor  Fishing  Gazette, 

St.  Dunstan's  House, 

Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Or  all  who  prefer  to  do  so  can  send  them  direct  to 

OAPT.  SIB  ALKKKD  -lEI'IISON,  R.N., 
Imperial  Institute, 

London,  S.W. 
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MAY"  FLY  FISH IN(J  ON  LAKE 
DEUWENTWATEli. 


Tub  angler  who  has  had  the  pleasure  of  taking 
two  or  throe  brace  of  trout  on  Lake  Derwentwater 
with  the  May  Fly  will  probably  remember  with 
what  anxioty  the  weather  is  scanned  each  morning 
by  the  angler  during  the  three  weeks,  or  there- 
abouts, that  these  gamest  of  game  trout  will  take 
this  fly,  and  the  exultation  the  angler  feels  when 
he  sees  the  first  streaks  of  the  breeze  (as  seen  on 
the  far  aide  of  the  lake  in  our  view  of  the  lower 
end)  coming  down  the  lake  from  Borrowdale,  and 
knows  that  the  best  drifts  in  the  lake  are  open  to 
his  efforts  so  long  as  the  wind  holds.  Now  the 
angler  hurries  to  his  boat,  and  quickly  his  tackle, 
waterproofs,  and  lunch  basket  is  stowed  on  board, 
and  a  start  at  once  made  before  the  rising  wind 
makes  it  a  hard  three  miles  pull,  or,  it  may  be, 
render  it  impossible  to  gain  his  intended  destina- 


depth  of  the  water,  and  the  angler  gently  works 
it  round  behind  the  boat,  the  drift  of  which,  with 
give  and  take  of  line,  soon  exhausts  the  fish,  and 
it  comes  to  the  surface,  when  it  is  deftly  brought 
alongside,  and  the  net  lays  a  3i-pounder  on  the 
boat's  floorings.  The  drift  finished,  the  angler 
rows  up  again,  selects  a  fresh  position,  and  the 
drift  is  repeated.  More  rises,  more  misses ;  then 
"  Ah !  can  that  be  a  trout  P  it  is  big  enough  for  a 
salmon  '<  "  as  snap,  splash,  a  great  trout  takes  the 
tail  fly,  just  as  the  angler  is  lifting  his  flies  off 
the  water  for  another  cast.  Another  fly  is 
quickly  tied  on,  and  the  sport  resumed. 

Then  lunch  in  the  shelter  of  the  Neb 
where  the  morning's  experiences  are  exchanged 
afterwards  a  long  drift  down  the  middle 
water,  then  to  the  river  mouth,  the  drifts  being 
from  there  to  the  Barrow  shore.  The  afternoon 
passes  all  to  quickly,  the  wind  falling,  probably, 
soon  after  four  o'clock,  and  the  angler,  with 
thoughts  divided  between  a  longing  for  wind  for 


Mr.  James  R.  Hill. 
(Lake  Derwentwater,  8  a.m.,  end  of  May,  with  the  Green  Drake  on.) 


tion.     A    satisfied    look    lights   his    face  as 

?t>1-U?\tVS  boat  into  the  smooth  water 
at  i-ark  .Neb  and  takes  a  few  minutes  breathing 
time  while  watching  other  boats  struggling 
against  the  increasing  wind  to  gain  the  same 
shelter ;  here  friendly  greetings  and  good  wishes 
are  exchanged  while  casts  and  flies  are  bent  on  • 
and  then  the  boat  rounds  the  point  of  the  Neb 
into  Great  Bay,  where  a  position  is  chosen,  the 
boat  brought  broadside  to  the  wind,  the  oars  un- 
shipped, and  the  first  drift  begins.  The  angler 
standing  m  the  middle  of  his  staunch  little  craft! 
now  wields  his  long,  but  pliant  rod,  and  with  his 
two  flies,  searches  the  waves  to  right,  to  left,  and 
W  **}  a  rise  now  and  then  shows 

aI'  ^s*™?.  and  then,  splash!  the 

«6n1ds  hk?  a  wtiP' the  Une  ™ns  off  the 
leel  like  a  flash,  and  it  may  be  some  forty  yards 
away   a  fish  leaps  high  in  the  air,  agaf^and 

I  $  /  °n\0ri  five  times'  tbe  anSler  diPPing  his 
rod  to  each  leap;  the  fish  now*  sounds  to  the 


another  hour's  sport,  and  the  six  o'clock  dinner, 
which  awaits  him  at  his  quarters,  slowly  rows 
himself  home  with  little  effort,  what  breeze  there 
is  being  in  his  favour. 

His  boatman  secures  his  craft  at  the  landino- 
receives  his  paraphernalia  and  fish,  and  greets 
him  with  a  hearty  "  Glad  you  have  had  a  good 
day,  Sir,"  as  he  opens  the  damp  towel,  and  dis- 
plays six  heavy  trout  as  fresh  as  when  taken  out 
of  the  water.  The  water  bailiff  sees  the  catch,  and 
says,  "  Eh,  mon,  they  are  gran  troot."  A  few  lady 
visitors  maydescendfromthe  Crag  and  beg  to  see 
the  "beautiful  fish,"  and  so  ends  an  enjoyable  day 
on  Derwentwater  with  the  green  drake. 

  J.  R.  H. 


Whistles  as  a  "Master  of  Lithograph"  is 
not  well  known  in  this  country.  Mrs.  Pennell 
has  a  paper  on  the  subject  in  the  March  Scribner's, 
with  a  dozen  of  the  best  examples  of  Whistler's 
lithographs  carefully  reproduced. 


FISHERIES    EXHIBITION  '  AT  THE 
ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 


The  sixth  annual  Fisheries  Exhibition  opened 
on  Tuesday,  March  9. 

We  hope  next  week  to  give  a  detailed  notice  of 
the  novelties  and  improvements  in  rods,  flies, 
tackle,  &c,  now  on  view  at  Mr.  Ritchie's  very 
popular  and  successful  place  of  amusement  anc" 
entertainment,  the  Royal  Aquarium,  West 
minster. 

All  we  shall  do  this  week  is  to  say  that  th_ 
Fisheries  Exhibition  is  a  very  interesting  one, 
and  will  well  repay  an  angler's  visit. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Tackle  Exhibitors, 

according  to  number  of  stands  : 

Stand. 

1.  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Alnwick. 

3.  Ogden    Smith,   6,  Park-side,  Hyde  Park 

Corner,  and    St.   John's-hill,  Clapham- 

j  unction. 

6.  Henry  A.  Murton,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and 

Sunderland. 

16.  A.  Carter  and  Co  ,  137,  St.  John-street-road, 
Clerkenwell. 

19.  J.  R.  Richardson,  67,  High-street,  Kingston- 

on-Thames. 

20.  John    Enright    and    Son,  Castleconnell, 

Ireland. 

23.  Ogden  and  Scotford,  Cheltenham,  and  19, 

Leicester-square,  London. 

24.  J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  Fleet-street,  E.C. 

25.  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith,  London-road,  Twicken- 

ham. 

40.  David  Slater,  Newark-on-Trent. 
Fishing  Clothing: 

4.  King,  Malcom,  and  Co.  ( Waterproof  ers),  19 

Leicester-square. 

5.  Ingle  and  Co.  ("  Ventair  "  Caps),  20,  Cheap 

side. 

10.  Bell  and  Prichard  (Sporting  and  Colonial 

Tailors),  2,  Ludgate-circus. 
Angling  Requisites  -.  J.  Miles  and  Co.,  and  Darby 

and  Sons. 

Fishing  Boats  ■.  E.  Messum  and  Sons,  H.  Hani- 
merton  and  Sons,  Watkins  and  Co.,  J.  King  and 
Co.,  Lester  and  Hamblin,  R.  J.  Turk,  J.  Tims 
and  Sons,  Berthon  Boat  Co.,  Geo.  Harris, 
and  E.  C.  F.  James. 

Models  by  C.  J.  Peterson,  G.  H.  T.  Beamish, 
and  T.  H.  Poole. 

The  exhibition,  which  is  held  in  the  main  hall 
of  the  building,  and  for  which  there  is  no  extra 
charge,  will  remain  open  until  April  13. 
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STRAY  CASTS. 


Shall  I  not  write  and  show  my  wit  and  sense, 
In  this  great  age  of  ink  and  impudence  ? 
The  copyright  of  the  above  is  secured  accord- 
ing to  law;  therefore  let  all  -would-be  pirates 
beware.  The  passage  owes  its  existence  to  one  of 
those  events  that  fix  the  popular  chronology  of 
such  of  the  simple  country  folk  as  are  of  a  cheer- 
ful optimistic  turn.  It  saw  the  light  in  the  year 
of  the  Great  Catch,  and  was  the  opening  couplet 
of  a  satire  on  the  various  and  extraordinary  ex- 
planations  offered  to  account  for  that  strange 
phenomenon.  But  ere  the  shaft  was  launched,  a 
terrible  blow  fell  upon  us,  and  all  other  feelings 
were  at  once  swallowed  up  in  the  fierce  and  wild 
desire  for  signal  sanguinary  vengeance.  The 
satiric  muse  was  sent  flying  with  an  angry 
imprecation,  and  Atropos  was  summoned  to  our 
u  j  But  AtroPos  n°t  come,  or,  at  least,  if 
she  did,  she  destroyed  no  one,  and  so  our  just 
revenge  remains  unsatisfied  to  this  day.  It  all 
happened  in  this  fashion.  In  the  early  pttrt  of 
92,  towards  the  close  of  April,  or  in  early  May,  I  , 
think  it  was,  the  trout  fishing  in  the  broken  waters 
•  1a,cerfcain  Shannon  weir  was  just  beginning  to 
yield  an  odd  fish  or  two,  as  is  usually  the 
case  about  that  time  of  the  year,  if  the  spring  is 
fairly  open.  But  there  was  nothing  unusual  to 
be  noticed,  nor  was  there  anything  to  suggest 
that  there  might  be,  as  the  season  had  so  far 
been  in  every  way  a  normal  one,  and  a  dozen 
trout,  running  to  41b.  or  51b.,  was  as  much  as  any 
of  us  ever  hoped  for  in  a  half  a  day's  fishing,  and 
very  few  of  us  ever  took  a  whole  day  to  it.  The 
days  when  we  did  much  better  than  that  were  few 
and  far  between,  and  when  one  of  them  did  come  it 


March  13,  1897] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


185 


generally  owed  its  happy  distinction  to  the  capture 
of  a  bi"  'un  or  two  rather  than  to  an  increase  in 
the  tale.    Well,  it  was  on  a  lovely  Sunday  after- 
noon, about  three,  that  I  launched  my  boat  from 
the  sandy  beach  of  our  lordly  stream  and  betook 
myself  to  the  outer,  still  corner  of  the  sluice  gates. 
Here  I  let  go  my  anchor — a  4st.  boulder  attached  to 
20ft.  of  rope — and,  being  in  nice  position  to  cover 
some  favourite  broken  water,  commenced  opera- 
tions with  a  March  Brown  and  Orange  Grouse 
It  was  Sunday,  but  then  Sunday  was  the  only  day 
I  could  find  time  to  fish,  and  also,  following  the 
sa<*e  advice  of  the  great  Socrates,  when  I  go  to 
Rome  I  always  do  as  Rome  does.    Offered  not 
the  sage  a  rooster  to  Esculapius,  with  his  tongue 
good  humouredly  in  his  cheek,  even  with  the 
shadow  of  the  supreme  event  gathering,  thick 
upon  him  ?    Have  I  not  spent  two  whole  seasons 
north  of  the  Tweed  without  once  wetting  a 
line  on  the  Sabbath  ?  Nor  ever  mounted  my  bike 
either  save  once— to  go  to  church  ?    Show  I  not 
the  prudent  discretion  of  a  good  citizen,  herein, 
and  shall  I  be  condemned  because  when  among 
my  countrymen  I  took  advantage  (with  gratitude) 
of  the  generous  indulgence  the  grand  old  Church 
extends  to  her  children  in  the  matter  of  healthful, 
harmless  amusement— obligatory  religious  duties 
duly  discharged— on  their  one  day  of  freedom 
from  that  toil  that  bathes  the  brow  and  so  early  cor- 
rugates it?    True,  I  was  no  child  of  hers,  but 
then  what  is  one  more  or  less  in  a  crowd  ?  And 
so  in  peaceful  liberty,  offending  none,  I  commenced 
to  »et  into  an  odd  one  after  a  time,  and  by  six 
o'cfock,  when  I  stopped,  I  had  about  sixteen  trout 
in  my  boat  running  up  to  61b.  or  71b.,  all  told.  I 
returned  several  small  things,  and  the  rise  gave 
no  sign  of  being  over  when  I  gave  up ;  quite  the 
contrary,  but  as  I  had  an  appointment  I  had  to 
clear  off.   When  landing  I  met  my  Mend  H.  He 
did  not  fish  on  Sundays.    He  had  all  the  week  in 
which  to  do  it,  he  said,  but  then  he  had  no 
objection  to  watch  me  at  it,  and  wish  me  luck. 
Though  a  sidesman  (whatever  that  is)  in  his 
church,  he  was  tolerant  according  to  the  best 
teaching  of  the  age,  and  exalted  not  his  horn 
against  any  man.  „„,.„,        ,  .  , 

"  Why,  you've  a  boatfid  of  nsh  !  he  exclaimed, 
in  surprise  and  admiration,  and  with  something 
in  his  glance  and  tone  which  my  poor  vanity  took 
for  a  touch  of  envy. 

In  my  mean,  miserable  way  I  rejoiced  over  him 
with  inward  chuckling,  and  heeded  not  the  fate 
of  those  who  let  the  jealous  gods  see  them  rejoicing 
in  their  newly  found  prosperity  and  triumph. 

"  Yes,  my  boy,  they're  just  taking  a  caution,  and 
I  got  nearly  all  of  them  the  last  hour  or  so." 

"So  I  saw,  and,  by  Jove,  I'll  call  on  them 
after  breakfast  to-morrow,  D.V." 

The  reader  will  not  understand  me  to  mean 
that  he  used  these  actual  letters,  nor  yet  the  Latin 
of  the  phrase.  No,  his  real  words  were,  if  I  must 
write  it,  "  Plaze  God ! "  which  pious  propitiatory 
phrase,  in  some  form  or  other,  is  as  frequent  in 
the  Irishman's  mouth  as  the  conventional  weather 
salutation  of  daily  life  itself,  and  is  by  no  means 
confined  to  one  class  or  creed  either. 

"  And  what  time  will  you  be  out  to-morrow  ? 
he  continued.    "Can  you  do  anything  between 
twelve  and  one,  and  I'll  stop  out  till  you  come  ?  " 

But  I  could  not  come  between  twelve  and  one, 
nor,  indeed,  get  out  of  barracks  till  too  late  in 
the  evening  for  fishing.  And  Tuesday  promised 
no  better,  for  there  was  an  examination  going  on 
over  the  two  days,  and  I  was  detailed  to  super 
intend  it. 

But  I  did  not  feel  this  very  much,  as  I  rather 
fancied  the  luck  had  come  and  gone  with  what  I 
had  already  done,  and  I  regarded  H.'s  prospects 
for  the  morrow  with  an  equanimity  which  perhaps 
had  its  roots  in  a  certain  wretched  feeling 
one  ought  to  blush  for.  But  perhaps  the  mag- 
nanimous angler  is  rare.  Monday  proved  certainly 
;m  excellent  fishing  day,  and,  doubtless,  I  felt  a 
mild  curiosity,  as  I  came  out  of  barracks  rn  the 
evening,  to  know  how  things  had  gone  with  H. 
under  the  weir  wall.  'On  the  bridge  I  met  the 
son  of  the  boat-builder,  in  whose  shed  on  the 
river  "strand"  most  of  us  kept  our  rods  and 
gear.  He  was  a  child  of  ten  or  so,  and  though 
quite  breathless  in  his  haste  to  execute  some 
errand,  he  found  time  to  stop  and  ask  me,  with 
wide"  open,  dancing  eyes,  full  of  stirring  news, 
why  I  had  not  come  out  all  the  day.  Before 
I  had  time  to  question  him— as  well  as  my  slightly 
sickening  apprehensions  would  have  let  me,  he 


panted  out,  with  the  rapid  joyousness  of  the 
bringer  of  stirring  news,  that  Mr.  H.  had  the  full 
of  his  "nit"  of  trout,  and  Mr.  A.  and  old  Jack 
got  an  awful  lot,  and  then  he  was  off  again  at 
the  run.    And  so  the  relentless  gods  had  asserted 
themselves  once  more!    A  few  minutes  later  a 
crushed  and  humbled  mortal  Was  listening,  in 
downcast  silence,  to  the  wonderful  story  of  that 
day's  doings,  told  by  an  excited,  gesticulating  man, 
whose  arms  were  weary  with  slaughter,  and  round 
whom  still  circled  eager  listeners  and  inquirers. 
Truly  it  was  a  day  to  be  marked  with  a  white 
stone  by  those  who  were  there  to  do,  or  even  to 
look  on;  but  cruelly  the  iron  entered  into  the 
soul  of  some  of  us,  and  remained  there.   Not  only 
forbidden  to  assist  at  the  making  of  history,  but 
even  to   know    or  suspect   that   history  was 
being   made!     Oh,    it    was    the    very  arch 
fiend's  mock,  and  the  bitterness  of  insulting, 
cruel    humiliation!     In    good    nature,  sheer- 
good    nature,    one    of    the    heroes    of  that 
eventful  day  invited  me  to  help  myself  to  some  of 
his  gUttering  spoil — for  most  of  it  was  still  on 
show — as  I  was  known  to  be  partial  to  a  trout  or 
two  at  breakfast,  but  something  rising  in  my 
throat  at  his  words  which  threatened  to  choke 
me,  I  recollected  on  the  spot  I  wanted  "  to  see  a 
man"  round  the  corner,  and  so  instantly  dis- 
appearing into  the  nearest  convenient  solitude 
I  relieved  my  bursting  soul  with  tears.  Time, 
however,  is  a  great  healer,  and  so  by  and  by  I  was 
able  to  reappear  without  any  very  conspicuous 
signs  of  emotion  visible  about  me,  and  listen 
to  the  wondrous  story  of  the  day. 

H.,  it  appears,  began  about  ten,  and  by  two  he  had 
killed  sixty-seven  trout,  totalling  some  201b.  He 
would  have  left  sooner,  he  said,  but  that  he  thought 
I  might  turn  up.    Seeing  something  was  going 
on,  A.  appeared  on  the  water  about  twelve,  and 
remained  till  the  light  gave  out.  He  had  over  100, 
and  A.  was  but  a  novice  with  the  fly.  Old  Jack  has 
been  a  fisherman  since  boyhood,  but  never  wetted  a 
fly,  so  far  as  I  know.    When  he  saw  what  was  up 
he  betook  himself  to  the  boat-builder's  kitchen 
garden  with  a  spade.    When  he  had  a  couple  of 
hundred  worms  he  started,  and  his  basket,  in  my 
opinion,  was  the  best  of  the  three.    He  had  forty- 
seven  trout,  but  they  nearly  touched  301b.  in  the 
scales.    Not  less  than  100  undersized  fish  were 
returned  that  day,  and  I  do  not  think  there  were 
a  dozen  over  lib.,  and  not  one  going  Bib.  We 
all  talked  fish  that  evening  over  our-  cups,untrl  we 
were  turned  out  by  the  police.    And  then  we  took 
up  the  broken  thread  in  the  streets,  until  a  farnt 
glow  in  the  eastern  sky  reminded  us  that  there 
might  be  a  to-morrow,  with  all  its  trembling 
possibilities,    But  for  one,  alas,  there  was  to  be 
no  to-morrow.    He  might  exist  and  move,  and 
have  his  being  in  it  no  doubt,  but  to  live  he  could 
not,  for  that  fell  examination  was  still  going  on. 
At  last  sleep,  short  and  feverish  enough,  fell  upon 
us  all,  and  with  the  cheerful  morning,  the  swarm- 
ing shoals  under  the  wall  were  again  approached. 
How  I  passed  that  day  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
describe,  nor  shall  I  tolerate  any  questions  about 
it,  but  if  I  here  and  now  breathe  a  prayer  that  I 
shall  never  pass  such  another,  I  shall  consider- 
enough    said    on    the    subject   for    all  time. 
This  day  actually  eclipsed  the  prevrous  one. 
The  town  was   becoming    demoralised.  Men 
living  in  that  part  of  it  overlooking  the  river  left 
their  work  and  looked  out  at  door,  or  sauntered 
down  now  and  then  to  see  the  wild  work  goin 
Women  took  chairs  outside,  and  sewed  an 


No  wonder  one  disqualified  to  offer  an  opinion 
as  I  was — having  nothing  to  show  for  it — should 
mutter  the  couplet  quoted  above.  For  some  of 
these  heroes,  reeking  with  fishy  gore,  were  about 
to  write  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  the  Field,  just 
to  secure  the  permanence  of  print  for  thoughts 
too  good  to  be  lost  to  humanity.  For  two  days 
the  world  revolved  round  us  as  a  centre,  and  after 
early  breakfast  on  the  third,  fierce  expectation 
went  with  us  as  we  hurried  to  the  now  historic 
spot  under-  the  weir  wall.  I  was  there.  We  were 
all  there,  fishing  or-  looking  on.  The  day  was 
good.  "  For  never  saw  I  promise  yet  of  such  a 
bloody  fray."  But  the  fish?  O  bitter  remem- 
brance of  a  wasted  life !  "  Said  I  not  there  was  a 
plot?"  hoarsely  whispered  H.,  who  was  in  the 
boat  with  me ;  "  the  fish  are  gone ! "  We  landed  a 
few,  but  they  were  small,  not  fit  to  keep.  At 
the  end  of  an  hour  or  so  all  the  rods  had  left 
the  water,  and  the  great  catch  belonged  to  the 
things  that  had  been. 

The  plot  had  succeeded.  The  water  had  been 
netted  that  night ;  nothing  was  left  but  the  small 
things  which  passed  through  the  meshes.  Gradu- 
ally the  truth  leaked  out,  and  the  way  the  trout 
were  disposed  of,  and  to  whom,  became  known. 
We  upbraided  each  other  for  not  having  kept  a 
watch,  but  vain  were  all  recriminations.  The 
great  catch  had  come  and  gone,  and  none  of  us 
may  ever  hope  to  look  upon  its  like  again. 

MONA. 


knitted  there,  or  nursed  their  babies,  so  that  they, 
too,  could  see  the  bending  rods.  For  the  fishing 
was  almost  in  the  town.  And  fishmongers,  for  we 
had  a  fishmonger  or  two  in  the  place,  and  the 
local  water  bailiff— superior  to  vulgar  excitement 
where  mere  fish  were  concerned— looked  on,  no 
way  pleased  it  was  thought,  and  even  muttered 
something  about  "  destruction,"  and  the  necessity 
for  a  change  in  the  fishery  laws.  H.  confided  to 
me  a  short  time  before  closing  hour  that  evening 
that  he  suspected  there  was  a  "  plot  going  on, 
but  I  hoped  for  the  best,  as  I  was  to  be  a  free 
man  the  next  day,  and  already  wild  anticipations 
of  what  was  coming  were  strong  upon  me.  But 
the  wondrous  explanations  of  this  phenomenon 
that  was  going  on  !  The  theories,  the  suggestions, 
the  contradictions,  the  ceaseless  clatter  of  talk ! 
What  absurd  conjectures  as  to  where  the  fish 
were  coming  from,  and  whither  bound,  and  why 
they  took  in  such  an  astonishing  fashion,  and 
would   they  remain,  and,   if   bo,  how  long.' 


THE  ANGLER'S  RIGHT  TO  FISH. 

In  this  "free  and  enlightened"  country  the 
angler's  right  to  fish  in  public  streams  is  taken 
by  the  great  majority  as  a  prescriptive  one,  and 
beyond  all  doubt  or  even  question.  Yet  it  is  a 
fact  that  the  public  have  no  right,  as  a  public,  to 
fish  in  any  stream,  whether  it  be  a  public 
navigable  highway,  with  an  open  and  public 
towing-path,  or  not.  Indeed,  the  public  have  no 
right  of  fishery  even  in  the  tidal  portions  of  public 
navigable  rivers.  The  law  on  this  point,  as 
decided  in  courts  of  equity  in  England,  is  n<? 
follows : 

The  soil  of  navigable  tidal  rivers,  so  far-  as 
the  tide    flows   and    re-flows,  is   prima  facie 
in    the    Crown,    and    the    right    of  fishery 
therein  is  prima  facie    in    the  public.  But 
the   right   to   exclude  the   public  therefrom, 
and  to  create  a  several,  or  private,  fishery,  existed 
in  the  Crown,  and  might,  lawfully,  have  been 
exercised  by  the  Crown  before  Magna  Charter, 
and  the  several  fishery  could,  lawfully,  be  after- 
wards made  the  subject  of  grant  by  the  Crown  to 
a  private  individual.    Where  the  grant  of  a  srrmi! 
fishery  had  been  made  by  the  Crown  to  a  corpora- 
tion, and  rent  received  by  the  Crown  in  respect 
thereof  for  a  long  period  of  time  (the  earliest 
grants  describing  it  as  an  ancient  inheritance  of 
the  Crown),  it  was  held  that  the  lawfulness  of 
the    origin   of  the  several    fishery  might  be 
presumed.    Though  Magna  Charta  made  illegal 
all  grants  by  the  Crown  of  a  several  fishery 
in  a  navigable  river  which  had  not  been  in 
existence  rn  the  reign  of  Henry  II. ;  yet  if 
evidence  is  given  of  long  enjoyment  of  a  fishery 
there,  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  of  such  a 
character-  as  to  establish  that  it  has  been  dealt 
with  as  of  right  as  a  distinct  and  separate  pro- 
perty, and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  its 
origin  was  modern,  the  reasonable  presumption  is" 
that  it  became  such  in  due  course  of  law,  and, 
therefore,  must  have  been  created  before  legal 
memory.    On  the  other  hand,  the  Crown  has  no 
de  jure  right  to  the  soil  or  fisheries  of  an  inland 
non-tidal  lake. 

The  salmon  fishings  in  the  open  sea  around  the 
coast  of  Scotland,  unless  parted  with  by  grant, 
belong  exclusively  to  the  Crown,  and  form  part  of 
its  hereditary  revenue.  This  right  of  the  Crown  is 
not  merely  a  right  of  fishing  for  salmon,  but  a 
right  to  the  salmon  fishings  around  the  sea  coast 
of  Scotland,  and  it  is  not  to  l>e  regarded  simply  as 
a  tribute  of  sovereignty,  but  rather  as  a  patri- 
monium,  a  beneficial  interest,  constituting  part  of 
the  legal  hereditary  property.  Salmon  fishings  in 
the  open  sea  around  the  coast  of  Scotland,  may 
not  only  become  the  subject  of  a  royal  grant,  but 
they  may  be  feudalised.  The  assertion  that  "  the 
sea  is  common  to  all,"  and  that  there  can  lie  no 
appropriation  of  it,  except  where  it  joins  the 
shore,  is  an  erroneous  assertion. 
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Again,  the  enjoyment  of  the  public,  no  matter 
for  what  length  of  time,  of  fishing  in  a  publ' 
navigable  river,  does  not  give  them  a  right  of 
continuance  of  fuming,  although  they  have  the 
right  of  navigation  by  boats  on  the  said  river 
without  let  or  hindrance  for  ever.    The  fishing 
could  be  stopped  by  the  Crown.    The  justice  of 
the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  this  country,  how 
ever,  is  such  that  they  will  never  interfere  witl 
the  public  rational  enjoyments  and  pleasures,  an ' 
it  is  even  likely  that  at  some  future  time 
Government  grant  may  be  made  for  the  purchase 
of  the  several   fishery   rights   existing  at  the 
present  time  in  the  river  Thames.    We  have  had 
these   fishery   rights    proved    by    the  bighes 
tribunals,  notably,  and  of  late  years,  in  the  cases 
of  Mr.  Blount,  at  Mapledurham,  and  Mrs.  Annie 
Smith,  at  Bray  Beach,  Maidenhead. 

In  conclusion,  tidal  rivers  may  not  be  lawfully 
netted  by  unauthorised  persons,  even  in  their 
tidal  portions.  A  netsman  must  hold  an  authority 
to  net  either  from  the  lord  of  the  manor,  the 
Crown,  or  from  a  conservancy  board  acting  under 
powers  granted  by  Parliament.  Great  complaints 
are  made  by  anglers  of  netting  taking  place  in  the 
tidal  portions  of  rivers  where  no  fishery  or  con- 
servancy board  exists.  In  such  cases  a  deputation 
to  Parliament,  or  a  demand  that  the  Crown 
interferes,  as  its  right  to  do  so,  might  be  the 
means  of  putting  an  end  to  this  unauthorised  and 
certainly  illegal  netting.  J.  D. 


A  REMARKABLE  YORKSHIRE 
STREAM. 


By  Harwood  Brierley. 
(Author  of  "  Leaves  for  a  Yorkshire  Itinerary,"  &c.) 
A  walk  of  ten  minutes  or  so  from  the  market 
place  of  the  historic  old  town  of  Pickering,  in 
Yorkshire,  will  bring  you  to  Keld  Head,  where  is 
one  of  the  greatest  springs  in  the  county,  or,  at 
least,  if  not  a  spring,  the  sudden  emergence  of  a 
small  subterranean  river  from  the  limestone  rock. 
The  word  "  keld,"  of  Scandinavian  origin,  is  in 
North  Yorkshire  synonymous  with  spring,  and 
not  very  far  fom  Keld  Head  stood  Keldholme 
Priory,  a  name  than  which,  for  a  monastic  retreat, 
none  more  musical  and  significant  could  be 
devised,  readily  suggesting,  as  it  does,  an  abun- 
dance of  pellucid  water  and  palatable  table-fish 
within  easy  reach. 

But  here  at  the  hamlet  of  Keld  Head,  in  the 
shape  of  a  considerable  pond  not  fenced  off  from 
the  high  road,  rises  the  little  river  Costa,  a  fine 
trout  and  grayling  stream,  preserved  by  the 
Pickering  Angling  Association,  with  Mr.  Guffick 
as  the  energetic  secretary.  One  Yorkshire 
veteran  still  cherishes  remembrances  of  a 
November  day  in  1881,  before  the  Association 
was  formed,  when  with  fly  he  landed  at  one  cast 
two  grayling,  the  first  weighing  lib.,  and  the 
other  gib.  There  is  no  stream  in  Yorkshire  to 
equal  the  Costa  as  a  grayling  stream,  both  as 
ird  the  size  and  number  of  the  fiah.  The 
have  ever  heard  of  being 
shade  under  31b.,  but  21b. 
grayling  are  not  uncommon. 
It  is  an  accepted  fact  that  from  early  moraine 
until  mid-day  is  the  best  time  to  fish  worm  for 
grayling  here;  and  another  accepted  fact  that 
when  other  popular  Yorkshire  resorts— such  as 
the  Yore  at  Tanfield,  the  Upper  Wharfe,  and  the 
bwale— are  bank  full  of  water,  the  Costa  and 
Pickering  Becks  are  sure  to  be  alright.  Although 
ot  limestone  origin,  they  preserve  a  remarkable 
immunity  from  anything  lacteal  looking.  Bait 
fashing  of  any  kind  is  not  allowed  above  the 
tributary  called  Black  Syke. 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Pickering  Angling 
Association  determined  efforts  have  been  mad! 
to  increase  the  stock  of  trout,  and  to  that  end  a 
hatchery  has  been  erected,  from  which  12,000  to 
la.000  try  are  annually  turned  into  the  stream. 

To  revert  to  Keld  Head.  It  is  computed,  with 
every  constraint  upon  the  imagination,  that  the 
weight  of  500  gallons  of  water  is  thrown  up  every 
minute.  One  may  see  water  flowing  from  beneath 
the  very  road,  and  the  grass  around  it  is  sumpy. 
With  phenomenal  beauty  and  effect,  bubbles  like 
large  glass  alleys,  m  colour  white,  green,  and  very 
ll  ™?Si/lse  copiously  from  the  bottom  of 
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the  Thames,  Trent,  Ouse,  and  other  great  rivers 
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were  frozen  over  in  the  January  and  February  of 
l8!t.r»,  Keld  Head  remained  unaffected,  and  in  this 
fact  we  seem  to  have  proof  that  water  issuing  out 
of  the  ground  is  not  only  tepid,  but  of  greater 
force  than  water  flowing  along  a  channel.  The 
half  circle  of  houses  on  the  north  side  of  this 
voluminous  spring  also  bears  the  name  of  Keld 
Head.  They  are  the  leading  constituents  of 
a  scene  that  can  scarcely  fail  to  gratify  the 
Waltonian  and  lover  of  English  rural  life  as  it 
appears  by  the  roadside.  Peacocks  "  meaow  "  in 
the  gardens,  pigeons  croodle  around  the  white 
columbaries,  ducks  and  geese  preen  their  feathers 
on  the  green,  rooks  "crar"  in  the  high  trees 
overhead,  and  the  at — home — anywhere  sparrows 
twitter  on  wall  and  hedge. 

A  local  angler  and  one  of  the  Costa  Club 
keepers,  named  Pool,  were  fishing  for  pike  one  day 
near  Kirby  Misperton  Bridge.  The  former  was 
spinning  with  natural  bait,  and  hooked  a  pike, 
about  olb'.,  which  ejected  the  bait  high  up  the 
line.  While  engaged  in  playing  the  fish,  they 
both  observed  a  second  pike,  about  the  same  size, 
slowly  swimming  behind  the  bait  with  his  eyes 
fixed  intently  on  it.  To  lower  the  landing-net 
quietly  and  scoop  him  out  was  the  work  of  a 
moment,  and  then  his  comrade  in  distress  was 
also  landed.  This  was  decidedly  a  case  of  landing 
two  birds  with  one  throw. 

Many  prime  days  at  grayling  fishing  on  the 
Costa  have  been  concluded  with  a  capital  dinner 
at  the  White  Swan,  Pickering,  where  roast 
pheasant  is  a  noted  part  of  host  Coverdale's 
cuisine,  so  tender  that  a  post  prandial  cigar  is 
more  of  a  luxury  than  a  necessity  to  consummate 
digestion. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dwnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Eemabks.— It  will  be 
unfortunate  for  the  anglers  if  another  rainfall  should 
occur  before  the  end  of  the  present  week,  when  the 
water  is,  in  the  early  portion,  on  the  improvement.  The 
information  on  Tuesday  last  was  that  it  had  fallen  some 
six  inches.  I  was  in  the  tideway  on  that  day,  and  found 
the  water  very  much  discoloured,  and  when  I  was  at 
Kingston,  it  was  very  thick.  We  are  now  very  close  to 
the  end  of  the  general  angling  season,  and  its  termination 
is  on  the  day  most  favourable  to  a  large  body  of  Thames 
anglers.  I  sincerely  hope  they  will  not  be  disappointed, 
with  a  river  so  full  of  fish,  too,  they  might  be  able  to 
make  a  good  show  of  fish  in  their  club  rooms.  But 
>Dglers  are  doomed  to  disappointment,  as  was  the  case 
last  week,  when  two  of  iny  friends  went  to  some  private 
water  for  three  days'  jack  fishing.  On  the  first  day,  the 
weather  was  so  bad  they  made  no  attempt  to  fish,  and 
the  two  other  days  they  could  do  very  little  business. 
I  should  like  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference 
to  the  introduction  of  grayling  into  the  Thames. 
When  the  attempt  was  made  over  thirty  years  ago, 
the  grayling  then  turned  into  the  river  by  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society  were  not  babie3,  but 
good  stock  fish  of  about  lib.  each,  netted  out  of  rivers 
where  those  fish  were  in  abundance,  and  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  them  when  turned  into  the  river  by  the 
late  Tom  RoseweU,  who  was  then  one  of  the  society's 
river  keepers.  This  was  before  the  inauguration  of  the 
Sunbury  rearing  pond,  on  April  12,  1865,  and  before  the 
introduction  of  fish  culture  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland 
and  Stephen  Ponder ;  but  in  the  fish-house  of  the  latter,  at 
Hampton,  some  ova  of  grayling  were  hatched^  and  were 
turned  into  the  river  after  being  some  little  time  in  the 
nursery  as  mere  babies,  without  any  further  result.  I 
would  not  discourage  any  further  efforts  in  this  direction 
of  good-sized  fish.  The  reports  to  hand  this  morning 
(Thursday)  are  almost  a  complete  blank,  which  has  not 
surprised  me  from  what  I  have  seen  of  the  river ;  but  on 
Tuesday  there  was  a  further  fall  of  about  12in.— B. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William   Milbourne,  on 

Monday,  writes  :  "  There  has  not  been  any  fishing  done 
this  week.  The  water  has  been  very  high  and  thick.  It 
has  not  been  worse  all  the  winter.  The  weiis  are  all 
drawn  out,  and  I  am  afiaid  we  shall  not  get  any  more 
fishing  this  season." — B. 

— —  (Henley).— The  river  has  been  thick  and  high 
ately,  and  as  a  result  of  the  wild,  stormy  weather,  only  a 
few  fish  have  been  taken,  the  largest  being  a  pike  of  51b. 
At  time  of  writing,  however,  the  water  is  improving,  and 
should  there  be  no  more  heavy  rains,  anglers  might 
employ  these  closing  days  of  the  season  to  advantage.— 
J.  W.  Read. 

  (Kingston). — Jolm  Johnson,  during  the  week, 

has  taken  three  dozen  of  perch,  four  jack,  and  eleven 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace.  John  Knight,  one  day,  with 
Mr.  Pardne  and  Mr.  Wells,  seven  dozen  of  roach- and 
dace ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Hankins,  three  dozen  of 
roach  and  dace ;  another  day,  with  Mr.  Kempater  eight 
dozen  of  roach  and  dace  ;  and  another  day,  in  two  hours, 
with  Mr.  Howse,  two  dozen  of  roach  and  dace,— B. 


Thames  (Fangbourne  and  District)  .—The  river  in 

the  above  district  has  been  rather  high  and  thick,  but  a  few 
fine  days  will  soon  put  it  in  order  again,  as  it  is  fast  fining 
down  at  the  time  of  writing,  and  if  the  rain  will  only  keep 
oil'  it  should  be  in  good  roaching  order  by  the  end  of  the 
week.  Though  it  was  fast  and  thick  at  the  beginning  of 
the  week,  bank  anglers  were  getting  somo  good  roach. — 
G.  H.  S. 

  (Sunbury). — Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud  report 

that  they  have  done  nothing  during  the  week  owing  to 
the  unfishable  state  of  the  river. — B. 

 Tideway. — There  are  no  angling  results  to  report 

on  account  of  the  water  being  so  high  and  discoloured,  and 
the  bank  anglers  have  done  very  little. — B. 

  (Windsor  District). — Should  fine  weather  con- 

tinue  water  will  be  fishable  for  jack  by  12th  inst.,  if  not 
then  clear  small  dace,  on  paternoster,  will  certainly  he 
worth  trying,  as  this  tackle  cannot  fail  to  reach  them,  and 
by  good  searching,  even  in  highly  coloured  water,  often- 
times  is  the  means  of  a  good  bag.  For  roach  water  should 
be  A  1  by  12th  inst. ,  and  the  small  red  worm  should  prove 
good,  but  bread  also  should  be  taken,  and  good  sweet 
ground  bait  made  up  on  day  of  use.  Owing  to  high  and 
thick  water  during  the  past  week  sport  has  been  very 
poor. — B.  R.  Bambbidge. 

Arun  (Fulborough). — A  few  anglers  visited  here  on 
March  7,  but  there  is  nothing  to  record,  Pulborough  being 
again  flooded.  The  water  is  rapidly  sinking,  but  under 
the  most  favourable  circumstances  the  river  cannot  get 
into  good  order  for  the  last  day  of  the  season. — W.  <!. 

Hoi,  MIAN. 

Carey  (Ashwater).— Although  the  stream  has  fined 
down  there  is  a  cold  north  wiud,  hut  a  little  has  been  done 
this  week.  _  One  red  with  a  fine  cast,  a  small  worm,  tcok 
two  dozen  in  fine  condition. — DEVONIAN. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— The  water,  although 
heavy,  ia  very  fine,  and  sport  has  been  greatly  interfered 
with.  Still,  there  have  been  some  nice  catches.  Messrs. 
F.  Hole  and  H.  T.  Distin  getting  three  dozen  trout  each  ; 
and  on  Tuesday,  on  the  Harbourne,  the  latter  took  six 
brace  of  fish.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  has  had  exceptionally 
good  luck,  basketing  a  fine  lot,  five  dozen  falling  to  his 
share  on  Tuesday.  The  favourite  flies  are  March  Brown 
and  Half  Stone.  The  Hon.  R.  Dawson  took  a.  salmon  of 
201b.  at  Holne  a  few  days  since,  and  Eev.  J.  B.  Hughes 
captured  a  large  fish  at  Staverton  on  Tuesday.  We  shall 
be  getting  some  capital  sport  as  soon  as  the  river  gets  into 
condition.  At  the  Totnes  Weir  Fishery,  a  number  of 
very  fine  salmon  have  been  netted  this  week. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Nearly  all  the  rivers  have 
hai  a  deal  of  storm  water  down,  but  with  a  change  of 
weather  there  will  be  some  splendid  sport.  The  March 
Brown  and  Blue  Uprights  aie  the  favourite  bait  on  th9 
Taw  and  Torridge.  Although  rods  have  been  doing  little 
on  the  Exe,  some  fine  salmon  have  baen  taken.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  Dart  seems  about  the  best,  but  there  has 
been  good  sport  on  the  border  streams,  catches  on  the 
Inney  varying  from  a  dozen  ard  a  half  to  three  dozen.  It 
is  now  necessary  to  take  out  a  salmon  license,  as  well  as 
one  for  trout,  on  the  Cad,  it  being  found  that  both  salmon 
and  peal  ascend  the  river,  and  there  are  saveral  other 
changes.  The  Otter  has  provided  nice  tpart  this  week, 
baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to  twenty  being  common. 
February  Reds,  Blue  Duns,  and  Blue  Uprights  are  taking 
flies.  There  should  now  be  some  good  fishing  on  the 
Avon. — Devonian. 

Exe  and  Barle. — The  heavy  rain  of  last  week  made 
fly  fishing  useless  for  nearly  two  days.  Owing  to  the  swift 
flow  and  rocky  bottom,  the  Barle  lapidly  clears  and 
regains  colour  after  the  rain  ceases.  There  is,  however, 
stiil  a  little  too  much  water,  Baskets  from  twelve  to 
twenty-three  have  been  had,  but  we  want  more  warmth 
and  some  sun  for  heavy  catches.  The  early  spring  flies  are 
not  as  yet  taking. — C.  W.  N. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Good  sport  has  been 
had  with  salmon,  the  big  water  allowing  fish  to  travel  to 
higher  reaches  freely.  Messrs.  R.  N.  G.  Baker  and  son, 
on  Monday,  four  (largest,  22Jlb.) ;  Col.  Edgell  and  son,  a 
brace  from  Brampford  water  and  a  brace  from  Cowley 
water ;  Capt.  Cooke,  a  12-pounder ;  and  Mr.  King,  one 
16Jlb.  A  few  lots  of  trout  have  been  secured,  although 
the  air  is  full  cold  and  water  ditto.  I  hid  a  pretty  little 
dish  of  a  dozen  from  the  Otter,  killing  best  on  Red 
Upright  (hackle  fly).  March  Brown  has  also  been  tiking 
fairly  well. — Run  PALMER. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).  — Things  • 
have  been  fairly  favourable  for  angling  during  the  week, 
and  the  drain  sides  and  rivers  have  had  patrons.  Pike 
fishers  on  the  Foity-foot,  Welland,  and  other  waters  have 
had  fish,  but  nothing  big.  At  Surfleet  some  visitors  have 
taken  good  size  roach,  and  a  nioe  lot  of  perch  running  up 
to  1  Jib.  each.  Prospects  are  pretty  good  for  the  week  end. 
— Limpet. 

Gnash  and  Welland  (Stamford).  —  Mi .  J.  E. 

Lowe,  the  hon.  secietary  of  the  Bucks  Otter  Hounds, 
has  written  to  the  chairman  of  the  Stamfotd  Angling 
Association,  thanking  the  society  for  declining  to 
encourage  the  unsportsmanlike  and  cruel  system 
known  as  "  blood  money,"  for  the  capture  of 
ottsrs  in  their  rivers.  He  sajs  it  is  well  known  that 
otters  are  not  such  onemios  to  the  angler  us  supposed, 
for '  they  kill  and  keep  down  the  coarse  fish  ana  eels 
(which  live  upon  the  spawn  and  fry  of  the  better  sort). 
Apart  from  that,  the  rewarding  of  such  a  practice  not  only 
destroys  a  sport,  which  many  of  the  best  anglers  join  in 
when  the  hounds  come  down,  but  does  an  infinite  amount 
of  harm  to  owners  of  land  by  the  river  fide.— E.  A.  S. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  waters  al  )out  Bollam  and 
towards  Mattorsey  have  boon  visited  witli  fair  success. 
Some  work  has  also  been  done  about  Misson,  and  also  on 
the  canal  about  Lady  Bridge,  with  jack,,  roaoh,  and  daoe. 
About  Rotford  a  few  brace  of  grayling  and  chub  have  been 
had.   Trout  fishing  is  said  to  have  started  in  tho  district, 
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but  this  is  chiefly  towards  Southwell.  A  new  railway 
through  this  district  has  been  opened  for  passengers  this 
week,  aud  this  is  looked  upon  as  a  new  opening  from 
Derbyshire  to  the  Trent  and  Line  dn.— L. 

Lea  (Fish,  and  Eels,  Hoddesdon).— Water  in  good 
condition.  On  March  7  Mr.  Eaton  had  a  jack  5flb.,  and 
71b.  of  perch  ;  another  angler  had  a  jack  3flb.  Tueedry 
Mr.  Langford  caught  a  trout  weighing  51b.,  which  was 
-eturned  to  the  water.— E.  Payne. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — These  streams 
are  still  running  slightly  coloured,  and  are  rather  high.  At 
the  end  of  last  week  they  were  going  down  nicely,  but 
more  rain  came,  and  the  water  rose  again.  It  is  slowly 
clearing,  and  if  the  tine  weather  continues  trout  fishing 
ehould  be  good  with  Cow  Duug,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun, 
and  Red  Palmer.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  out,  and  worm 
the  best  bait  to  use— Gwynne. 

Lugff,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  fair  order,  though  still  a  little  hijh.  Very 
few  rods  out  yet.  Pinsley  is  in  capital  order,  and  a  few 
nbe  fish  have  been  taken— the  trout  in  this  stream  come 
in  early.  Best  flies,  February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer 
and  Cow  Dung. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— Agun  (although  we  hope 
only  temporarily)  the  angler  is  doomed  to  disappointment 
by  the  heavy  rains  of  the  middle  of  last  week,  which  cansad 
the  river  to  rise  considerably  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours, 
owing  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  large  volume  of  wat?r 
thatEO  readily  finds  a  flow  all  along  the  Nene  valley. 
Hope  to  have  better  nsws  for  nexb  report,  for,  with  a  few 
days  fine  and  dry  weather,  the  current  here  being  so  strong 
the  wat^r  diminishes  in  a  very  rapid  manner. — E.  A.  S. 

Worth  Staffordshire  Rivers— Trouring  with  fly 
on  the  Dove  is  hardly  in  before  April  1,  though  an  odd  fish 
or  two  may  be  picked  up  on  some  stretches,  by  the  use  of 
sunk  fly.  Grayling,  therefore,  is  the  quarry  of  those  who 
will  fish,  and  a  party  or  two  have  been  on  the  river  plying 
the  worm  for  these  fish.  Sport  U  just  moderate,  gene- 
rally, and  the  fish  do  not  seem  to  have  settled  after  the 
floods.  On  the  smaller  streams,  fly  fishing  is  possible  with 
Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  and  February  Red.  Pike  are 
till  disposed  to  feed.  Mr.  Akid  got  another  catch  of 
three  pike,  and  some  perch  ;  A.  Stoke,  club  member  got 
one  paternostering  in  the  Sow;  Mr.  Prior  took  three 
from  Haywood  Hide,  on  Saturday ;  and  Mr.  Goodwin  had 
a  good  basket  of  roach,  dace,  and  perch,  from  Aston,  one 
ot  the  roach  approaching  l£lb.  The  weather  looks  like 
allowing  the  streams  to  settle,  and  we  are  looking  forward 
to  some  sport  to  finish  up  the  coarse  fish  season. — F.  W. 

"ouse  (Huntingdon).  —  Water  has  been  very  high 
indeed  during  the  weok,  but  to-day  (Thursday)  it  is  well 
within  the  banks  again,  and  ii  fishable  in  the  quiet  back- 
waters,  and  by  Saturday  I  anticipate  the  main  river  will 
again  be  in  good  order,  and  I  hope  anglers  will  have  a 
successful  wind  up  to  an  unsatisfactory  season. — B. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives,  Hunts).— Rain  tell  for  eight  or  ten 
hours  on  Wednesday  night,  but  if  we  have  no  more 
there  will  be  a  good  chance  amongst  the  pike  by  Saturday. 
Every  prospect  for  a  good  finish  of  the  season. — E 
Coli.inson.  ; .  '. 

Ouse  (St.  Ives).— The  heavy  rams  during  the  middle  ot 
last  week  caused  the  river  to  swell  so  considerably  as  to 
render  fishing  out  of  the  question  at  the  latter  part ;  but 
some  good  sport  had  been  had  just  previously.  Mr.  Mark 
Noble  had  the  good  luck  to  capture  a  fine  pike,  which  turned 
the  scale  at  111b.;  Mr.  G.  R.  James  caught  one,  weighmg 
61b  •  and  Mr.  H.  Copley  landed  two,  weighing  respec- 
tively 61b.  and  81b.— E.  A.  S. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— The  heavy  rains  ot  last  week 
made  the  water  very  cloudy.  It  is  coming  into  nice  con 
dition  again,  and  by  Saturday  should  be  just  about  right 
for  sport.— Wm.  Nash.  -  . 

Plymouth.— The  weather  has  been  cold  the  last  tew 
days  but  in  the  valleys  and  sheltered  spots,  some  g  iod 
baskets  hive  been  taken.  All  the  rivers  are  settling  down 
into  a  good  fishable  state,  and  should  the  weather  come  in 
a  little  warmer,  we  shall  have  some  grand  spoit.— William 
IIk\rder.  . 

Severn  (Shropshire).— The  Severn  and  its  tributaries 
were  high  and  discoloured  last  week,  and  anglers  were  not 
able  to  open  the  trout  season  successfully,  but  the  water  is 
now  in  good  order  again.  Among  those  who  have  drawn 
"  first  blood  "  are  Mr.  J.  Warwick,  and  Mr.  Young,  the 
natural  or  artificial  minnow,  will  be  found  deadly  in  skilled 
hands.    Fly  fishing  has  not  yet  commenced.— Pkscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— The  stormy  and  unsettled  weather  still  continues. 
TheEe  rivers  are  quite  out  of  condition  for  the  fly,  and 
under  the  circumstances  trout  fishing  is  an  impossibility, 
and  nothing  has  been  done.  By  trolling  and  bottom  fash- 
ing some  good  pike  and  other  coarse  fash  were  captured 
The  remains  of  Capt.  Hayhurst  France,  who  was 
accidentally  drowned  in  Lake  Vyrnwy  on  Tuesday  week, 
were  interred  in  Meifod  Churchyard  on  Saturday.  1  he 
deceasd  was  a  good  all-round  sportsman,  and  made 
friends  amongst  all  classes  by  his  geniality  and  sympathy 
towards  all  in  distress.— Vyrnw  y.  • 

Sussex  Rivers.— Rivers  have  rapidly  mproyed.  ine 
\iun  has  b?en  well  patronised,  and  apart  from  c  ub 
members  takes,  good  catches  of  bream  and  roach  are 
notified;  a  tine  roach  of  lib.  lOoz.  was  taken  on  Tu  wlay 
near  Stoke,  and  in  the  upjer  wat:r  pike  up  to  5jib.  r  "ur 
brace  of  pike  wera  secured  ii  t.vo  days  from  the  upper 
reaches  of  the  Ouse,  averaging  4Jlb.,  and  below  Lewes 
good  roach  were  h  ii  legering.  The  Canal  at  Chichester  is 
in  good  order.  Pike  and  per.ch  'rave  fed  freely.  Mr.  It . 
Terry  had  a  dozen,  averaging  :ilb.  Roach  are  feeding,  but 
nothing  exceeding  Jib.  has  come  under  notice.— Ueor<;k 
V.  Salter  .    -  .  , 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now 
coloured  and  high.  On  Monday  the  water  was  clearing, 
bnt  to-day  it  is  coloured,  and  prospects  of  fly  fishing  tad. 


A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  using  worms,  which 
is  the  best  bait  at  present.  Trout  have  moved  fairly  well, 
and  some  nice  lots  were  landed,  but  some  of  the  fish  are 
full  of  spawn.  A  gentlemen  on  Monday,  with  worm, 
landel  a  good  trout,  and  a  chub  of  4ilb.  With  fine 
weather,  Red  Palmer,  February  Red,  Cow  Dung,  and 
Blue  Dung  will  be  the  best  flies.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbnry).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is 
running  slightly  coloured  aud  hig'a,  but  in  fair  order  for 
fishing.  The  water  was  getting  in  good  order  for  the 
fly  on  Saturday,  but  rain  fell.  Bottom  fishers  have  tried 
the  worm,  but  sport  has  been  slow,  a  few  trout  being 
landed.  By  the  end  of  the  week  fly  fishing  should  be 
good,  and  good  lots  of  trout  taken.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  now  in  good  order 
for  fly,  after  being  in  flood  all  last  week.  Twelve  trout 
were  taken  with  fly  yesterday  in  the  free  water,  largest 
about  lib.,  and  on  Monday  a  gentleman,  fishing  a  brook 
within  three  miles  of  Torrington,  took  seventeen  trout  all 
with  the  fly  Red  Palmer  and  March  Browns.  Plenty  of 
March  Browns  on  the  water.— Practical  Angler. 

Trent  (Newark). — The  river  is  in  splendid  order  for 
the  closing  days  of  the  coarse  fishing  ssason,  and  bottom 
fishermen  are  meeting  with  fair  sport  amongst  roach  and 
bream,  the  former  taking  worms  freely,  many  good  speci- 
mens being  shown  at  the  Piscatorial  Club  during  the  week. 
From  the  Muckham  water,  Mr.  T.  Lees,  has  been  taking 
mixed  bags  of  reach,  bream,  &c,  and  from  the  Dyke,  and 
the  Devon,  roach  and  perch  have  fallen  to  the  rods  of 
Messrs.  H.  Pratt,  C.  Woodhouse,  F.  C.  Lees,  and  others, 
ranging  from  lib.  to  l|lb.  in  weight.— Trentsider. 

Uck  (Lenny  Bridge).— River  is  in  very  fair  condition 
for  fly  fishing  at  present.  A  few  baskets  of  ab:nt  3lb.  have 
been  had  with  the  fly  this  week,  the  most  killing  being 
March  Browns  with  orange  body,  and  dark  and  light 
blues.— Pontsenny. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincolnshire).— All  waters 
save  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Witham,  have  been  in  capital 
condition.  Anglers  report  that  back  waters  and  side 
drains  are  best  for  sport  as  the  fish  made  their  way  thither 
during  the  floods.  Sincil  dyke,  the  Delph,  Bain,  and 
otherlike  places  have  yielded  well.  At  Dog  dyke  and  at 
Coningsby  good  roach  takes  are  reported,  and  from  the 
Sleaford  Canal  at  Chapel  Hill  a  10lb.  pike  was  caught,  and 
some  good  roach  near  the  loch.  About  Boston  best  sport 
has  been  got  from  Maud  Foster  aud  other  local  drains.— 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 


Deveron.— Cold  stormy  weather  the  past  week,  and 
no  improvement  in  the  rod  fisliug  in  the  river  Deveron. 
The  water  has  somewhat  fallen,  but  the  colour  is  rather 
dark.  The  net  fishermen  had  a  good  many  salmon.  For 
the  week  the  number  killed  was  scarcely  so  large  as  that 
of  the  previous  week,  but  far  in  advance  of  that  ot  the 
corresponding  week  last  season.  On  the  coast  the  rough 
sea  and  high  winds  somewhat  interfered  with  the  nets, 
aud  the  yield  was  not  large.  The  fish  are  in  capital  con- 
dition ;  few,  it'  any,  diseased  fish  are  tote  met  with  in  the 
river  or  sea.— H.  W.  (Banffshire).  .',  . 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  N.B.).— On  the 
hotel  water  on  March  3,  Mr.  Stanton  killed  two  salmon, 
201b.  and  221b. ;  5th,  Mr.  Knight,  one,  141b. ;  6th,  Mr. 
Stanton,  one,  201b. ;  9th,  Mr.  Stanton,  one,  161b.  Loch 
in  gool  ply—  Wm.  Knight.  . 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  5,  Mr.  Norns  Midwood, 
one  salmon,  191b. ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Lees,  one,  201b.  6th  Mr. 
Newton,  one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Norris  Midwood  one,  1Mb.  ; 
Mr.  Hodgson,  one,  141b.  ;  Master  Midwood,  one,  24lb. 
Mr  Rose,  one,  201b.  8th,  Mr.  Gilbert  Lee,  one,  181b. 
Mr!  Norris  Midwood,  two,  201b.,  171b. ;  Lord  Combermere, 
one  161b  9th,  Mrs.  Norris  Midwood,  one,  191b. ;  Mr. 
Hodgson,  two,  161b.,  221b.;  Mr.  Norris  Midwood,  one, 
161b.  ;  Mr.  Rose,  one,  121b.— H.  Maisey 

Lyon  (Fortingall).— Gentlemen  fashing  from  the 
Fortingall  Hotel,  had  the  following  sport:  March  J),  Mr. 
Philip,  salmon,  151b.  6th,  Mr.  Philip Geen,  one,  241b.  8th, 
Capt.  W.  A.  Macbeau,  one,  16lb.  ;  Mr.  Philip  Geen,  one, 
151b  9th  Capt.  W.  A.  Macbean,  one,  161b. ;  Mr.  1  bilip 
Geen,  one,  161b.  ;  Capt.  P.  B.  Macphail,  one,  131b.  River 
in  good  ply. — Macphail. 

North  East  of  Scotland— There  was  again  a  con 
sidcrable  falling  off  in  the  sport  obtained  on  the  Dee 
during  the  opening  weeks.    However,  this  is  mainly  owing 
to  the  adverse  nituro  of  the  weather,  and  to  no  lack  ot 
fish     On  the  Invercuild  Arms  water,  Messrs,  Hardie  and 
Milier,  and  the  keepers,  had  a  fish  apiece,  for  the  week  ; 
while  Mr.  Laudle,  on  Moniltrie.  and  the  rods  on  the  othtr 
reaches,  were  little  better.     The  show  or  fish  from  the 
Ballater  Bridge,  is  something  immense.    On  the  l.lentana 
and  Ahovne  waters,  sport  has  been  fairly  rife.    Here  Mr. 
H.  Jefferson  had  four  on  Monday,  and  three  on  luesday, 
this  week;  Mr.  A.  Corrie  three  and I  Mr.  II .  Peters  two, 
all  of  average  weights.     On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  water 
Lord  Charlei  Conyngbam  landed  three,  ol t  olb..  >lb.,  am 
641b.  one  of  61b.,  and  one  of  81b.  ;  Capt.  McNeill .one  of 
Sib.  one  of  641b.,  and  another  of  61b.  ;  Lieut.  GerrarJ, 
one  of  9«b. ;  and  Mr.  H.  Martin  Kennard  two.  of  ,  lb 
°  lb°  and  another  of  741b.     On  the  Aboyne  Castle 
section,    Mr.    Abercrombi,     had    two     of    .sib.  ami 
161b    and   Capt,    McNeal  a   fine   fijb   of    Mb.  On 
the  Lower   Doss  waters,  Mr.  W.    R.  Russell  landed 
four  fine  fish,  scaling  Oilb.,  71b.,  71b    and  «lb  ;  while  W 
Dunn    had    one    of    741b.    on   the    Carlogie  water 
On  the  Ballogie  section,  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  creeled 
sever ? fash  scaling  71b.,  71b.,81b  81b., 841b  Olb..  and  6  b. 
On81uio  water,  Mr.  Duncan  Davidson  had  two,  ot  1716. 
and  101b     In  all,  seventeen  fish  from  this  small  section 
during  the  I ,aet  few  week,.     On  Woodend  water  Mr. 
William  FameU  Watson  creeled  four,  icalmg  from  ,1b.  to 
Olb     On  the  Upper  feUckhall  water,  Sir  John  (.ludstono 
art    landed  nine  fish  for  the  week,  the  heaviest  of  which 
wai  a  magnificent  tish  of  251b.  The  others  were  of  average 


weights,  but  this  is  the  top  weight  of  the  season  a=  yet  o 
the  Dee.  On  the  Cairnton  water,  Mr.  T.  Turner,  Farley, 
had  ssveral  fish  of  average  weights  ;  and  Mr.  Akroyd  and 
Mr.  Simpson,  on  the  Inchmarlo  water,  five  fish,  selling 
from  61b.  to  101b.  On  the  Blackball  water,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hay  landed  some  good  fish  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  week  ; 
as  also  did  Gen.  Hill,  on  the  Cratb.es  water.  On  Culter, 
Mr.  Milne,  Aberdeen,  bad  two  fine  fish,  ot  211b.  and /lb. 
On  Park,  Mr.  G.  Davidson  and  the  Messrs.  Ritchie,  Dun- 
nottar,  had  fair  sport  this  week,  but  none  towards  the  end  ct 
the  previous  one.  On  the  Drum  water  Mr  Perry  has  over 
a  score  of  fish  up  to  date.  On  the  tidal  waters  the  hnnock 
anglers  have  got  a  good  start,  and  some  fair  baskets  are 
being  made,  chiefly  to  the  worm.  Mr.  lrain  comes  m  a 
good  first  ahead  of  most  of  the  others,  with  a  basket  cn 
Monday  of  twenty  finnock-fiue,  fresh,  plump  fash,  and 
not  "  slingers,"  or  mending  kelts.  Mr.  Scott  had  some, 
along  with  Mr.  Mackenzie,  on  another  day ,  but  they  were 
not  so  full,  being  somewhat  lanky.  Capt.  Mackay  had  six 
on  Tuesday;  Mr.  Allan,  four ;  and  Mr.  Jameson  about 
one  dozen.  A  commencement  has  beeu  made  on  the  Don, 
one  of  81b.  aud  another  of  101b.  having  been  got  on  the 
Kiutorn  and  Inverurie  waters.  There  are  evidently  some 
fish  in  the  river,  and  as  a  consequence  anglers  will  now 
be  more  in  evidence  at  the  waterside. — G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— Since  last  week  the  border 
rivers  have  been  much  flooded,  and  very  little  fly  fishing 
done  The  spates  have  brought  down  to  the  lower  reaches 
large  numbers  of  kelt  salmon.  To-day  the  waters  are 
again  in  part  spatB.  In  the  Annan  on  Saturday  Mr.  Jamrs 
Loudon  killed  a  clean  spring  salmon  of  101b.  out  of  Oalabaii  k 
pool  with  the  Silver  Devon  minnow.  OnMond  iy  Mr.  Pasley- 
Dironi,  of  Mount  Annan,  had  a  clean  run  spring  salmon 
of  Olb.  with  Grey  Turkey  fly  in  the  Back  of  the  Wood  poo  ; 
and  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Henry  Boyd  had  a  fash  of  121b. 
in  the  Warmanbie  stream.  Mr.  E.  A  Johnson  r  erguson 
landed  a  couple  of  kelt  salmon.  On  Monday  Mr.  The x ton  (of 
Southport),  Mr.  W.  Wright,  Mr.  Laurie,  Mr.  Ogdvie.Mr 
P  Loudon,  and  many,  others  all  caught  kelt  salmon,  which 
were  put  back.  Mr.  Dirom  took  half  a  dozen  on  Saturday, 
and  as  many  on  Monday ;  these  were  marked  with  metal 
libels,  and  put  back  in  the  river.  In  the  Nith  there  has 
been  no  stort  to  speak  of.  A  few  yellow  trout  have  been 
caught  in  the  tributaries.  In  the  Galloway  rivers,  as  also 
in  South  Ayrshire,  the  sport  has  been  very  poor  indeed. 
A  fair  number  of  spring  silmon  are  being  caught  m  the 
Sol  way,  and  the  lessees  and  fishermen  are  obtaining  the 
high  figure  of  2s.  Od.  per  lb.  for  salmon  this  week.— 
Heathkrbell. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— In  the  Borderland  the  past  ten 
days   the  rivers  have  been  iu  a  state  of  unrest,  owing  to 
rain  and  wind  storms.    Trout  fishers  have  nad  a  very  good 
time  while  the  rivers  were  running  high  when  they  could 
be  caught  on  the  "  toil  of  a  flood.'     In  the  Kelso  district, 
some  capital  baskets  of  commoi  yellow  trout  have  been 
killed  besides.    During  the  past  week,  three  very  fine 
clean  spring  fish  have   been   killed   on  the  leviot, 
besides   two   or   three    on   the   Tweed.  Altogether 
the  resuPs,  so  far  as  the  season  has  gone,  compare  favour, 
ably  with  the  previous  years.    On  some  ot  the  netting 
stations  in  the  river,  already  bigger  hauls  have  been  made 
than  for  many  years  before.    On  the  lower  waters,  a  few 
salmon  were  killed  before  the  rivers  came  down  in  flood. 
Mr  Fyfe-Jamieson,  at  Tillmouth,  had  a  clean  sea  t  rout 
of  4Mb. ,  and  on  Wednesday  week,  a  salmon,  151b.    On  the 
Till,  Mr.  Stoddart  had  a  941b.  sahnomj  on  the  1  weed 
(Hendersyde  water),  Sir  Richard  J.  Waldie  Griffith,  on 
Friday,  had  a  fish  71b. ;  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  T.  lVingle,  one, 
841b.:  aud  Mr.  J.  Kerss,  same  water ;,  cue ,  /Jib.  .No 
salmon  fishing  has  taken  place  on  tbnmg^apg" 
water  for  a  fortnight;   neither  on  the  Makers  lova. 
or    Ednam    House  waters  has   anything   b?en  done. 
The    Flors    Castle    under    water   is  still    unlet,  and 
not   a  line    has   been  as  yet  thrown  over  it  The 
Teviot  has  fished  fairly  well  so  far.    In  the  Jedburgh 
d^lrict  Mr.  R.  Knox  had  a  salmon  of  I31b;;  Mr.  W.  C«K- 
st' n,  one,  91b.    In  the  Roxburgh  district  Mr.  R.  Affleck 
landed  a  201b.  unclean  tish,  which  was  returned;  Mr.  J. 
Affleck  killed  a  pike  of  Sib.  on  Monday  last  in  the  EeltO 
district;  Mr.  Elliott  caught  throo  bull  trout  and  two  un- 
clean salmon;    Mr.    McCutcheon    had    a    121b.  n»li. 
Yesterday  (Tuesday),  on  the  Kelso  town  ds  nc t  ot  the 
Teviot,  Mr.  John  Steel  had  a  clean  run  trout  ot   lb.  On 
the  Nisbet  water,  Mr.  R.  Roid,  on  Monday,  had  a  clean 
salmon  of  711».;  and  on  the  following f^}^*^""1" 
fish     Biice  my  last  notes  some  go  A  takes  ot  common 
ilw    trout    have    been    g.t    by    Ke  Uo  anglera. 
On  Friday  and  Saturday  takes  fell  off,  and  this  week  up 
till  yesterday,  anglers  were  not  very  successful.    I  -dajr 
(Wednesday)  the  rivers  have  again  eon.-}  down  in  Hood. 
The  largest  lish  of  the  Bsason,  so  far,  was  a  salmon  got  on 
the  Waltham  tis'iery,  near  Hornoliffe,  and  weighed  8641b, 
— MiXWHBBt.     iRigH  REp0RTS 

Bandon  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  hai  braa  fairly 
good,  and  some  line  tish  taken,  notably  one  ol  2Mb  on  he 
upper  waters,  near  Ballineou.  R.  St.  John  Beasloy, 
Capt.  Ollllow,  K.N.,  J.  A  All.nan,  Ac  have  been 
successful.  Trout  nnjl.ng  has  b-en  well  up  to  the 
average— W.  II a ynks  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (co.  Corkh-River  has  been  almost 
anfishable  for  pa/A  week,  owing  to  the  high  state  of  the 
water.  Cood  sport  is  expected  the  coming  week.— 
W.  II  All  nks  anip  Son. 

Bandrowen.— The  weather  his  continued  very  stormy, 
with  almost,  continual  heavy  rain  and  sleet  siuco  last 
report,  in  consequence  cf  which  angling  has  beeo  at,  a 
fctandstill  e  verywhere  in  this  n  nghbourhood.  I  ho  only 
salmon  taken  since  last  report  was  ought  on  5th  ni't. 
by  Mr.  W.  G.,  weighing  lOjIb.-M.  Rohan  ash  Sons. 
'  Caragh  Lake.— Fishing  during  pact  week  has  teen 
very  good,   especially  on  the  upper  waters.  AiijI.tm 
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i.iymi  <  at  Mrs.  Broom's  Hotel  have  loon  successful. 
Major  Spots  wood,  ono  salmon,  Kill). ;  on  2nd, two  salmon, 
121b.  and  81b.  On  the  6th,  Ool.  Waller,  one  Halmon,  91b. 
Ooli  Kirk  wood,  4th,  ono  salmon,  101b.;  6th,  two  salmon, 
Mb.  lUld  101b,  I'roBpoots  good.— (i.  C. 
^  Erne. — Tbil  rivor  is  still  very  high  and  unfishable. 
Some  trout  have  boon  taken  since  last  report,  but  nothing 
'over  lib. — W.  Hogan  ANl'  Sons. 

Lee    (00.   Cork).  — The  river  and  weather  for  past 
low  days  has  boon  right,  and  the  catch  of  salmon  equally 
ho.    On  tho  Nettlevillo  wator :  Col.  Hrodorick,  l)lb.,  111b. 
I2J1I..;  J.  II.  Douglas,  81b.,  Hjlb,  101b.,  111b.;  and  Albert 
Moamish,  91b.,  101b.,  10lb.,  221b.    On  Cronody  water : 
Cant.  Hunt,  Leicestershire  Rogiment,  8lb.,  81b.,  8jlb\, 
101b.;  M.  Riely,81b.,  101b.  ;  G.  Donaldson  Hudson,  12th 
Lancers,  111b. ;  and  8.  Haynes,  8Jlb.    On  Carhue  fishery 
George  levers,  81b.,  8 jib.,  01b.,  91b.,  111b.  ;  and  H.  S 
Logan,  181b.    On  Ardrum  fishery  :  Capt.  L.  S.  Payne 
111b.  j  District  Inspoctor  Jones,  lOJlb.;  and  G.  Haynes 
111b.    On  the  1'owdermill  stream  :  Mr.  Nod  Murphy, 
Hlb.,  81b.,  9$lb.,  101b.,  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  Macmorran,  8lb., 
9Jlb.    On  Castlo  Lynoh:  J.  O'Brien,  !)lb.,  91b.,  941b„ 
111b.,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Hoaly,  101b..  111b.  ;  J.  Ganlfield,  101b„ 
lljlb, ;  M.  Halloran,  91b. ;  and  .1.  O'Donnell,  161b.  Car- 
rigwhane  fishery :  F.  II.  .Bass,  81b.,  9jlb.,   101b.  The 
following  also  wero  successful  :  B.  C.  R.  Lannor,  101b.  ; 
N.  St.  Loger  Carter  101b.;  J.  Fitzgerald,  81b.;  Frank 
Lyons,  101b.  ;  M.  F.  Barry,  91b.,  9ilb.  ;  Capt.  Joh  neon, 
12th  Lancers,  101b.,  111b.,  Ac.    Trout  fishing  still  con- 
tinues good.    The  Sullane  river  at  Macroom  (most  of 
which  is  free)  is  also  well  stocked  with  salmon  and  trout, 
•  and  is  well  worth  a  visit. — W.  Haynes  AND  Son. 

Mague  (co.  Limerick).— Angling  since  the  opening 
'of  tho  season  in  tho  above  river  has  not  been  up  to 
expectations.  No  doubt  a  very  fair  stock  of  fish  must 
have  como  up,  but  the  weather  for  some  time  past  has  been 
decidedly  against  anglers.  Mr.  H.  S.  Croker  landed,  on 
the  25th  ulb.,  four  nice  springers,  weighing  141b.,  121b., 
91b.,  sad  Mb.  On  the  8th  hist.,  two,  161b.,  111b. ;  Mr. 
.1.  K.  Kelly,  one,  121b.;  B.  Kelly,  one,  101b.;  Mr. 
O  Neil,  one,  161b. ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  one,  141b. ;  and  Mr. 
Sellers,  one,  121b.  The  water  at  present  is  too  high.— 
T,  I).  M. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— The  river  was 
out  of  order  here  for  the  past  week,  but  as  I  write  it  is 
'  I.  a  ring  olT,  and  the  weather  looks  as  if  it  was  going  to 
keep  fine.  A  good  lot  of  clean  salmon  are  showing  them- 
selves in  the  pools.  The  lough  will  want  to  fall  from  3ft. 
to  4tt.  at  least  before  sport  can  be  looked  for  on  it  —Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Blank  is 
the  word  on  every  salmon  reach  here  this  week.  The 
weather  is  still  unsettled,  and  water  keeping  high.  Good 
supply  of  fish  ascending,  as  the  nets  down  the  estuary  way 
and  at  the  Limerick  Lax  fishery  cannot  do  much  execu- 
tion in  flood  time.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  river  has  been  very 
high  during  the  week,  but  is  now  falling  again.  An 
immense  amount  of  rain  has  fallen,  and  this,  with  the  snow 
water,  has  been  the  cause  of  the  increase  of  water  in  the 
river.  On  the  Mulcaire  the  trout  yielded  good  sport  after 
the  floods,  thirty-one  fish  being  taken  by  one  party 
yesterday— John  Enright  and  Son 

Ballinderry  (Coagh  Co.,  Tyrone).-On  Tuesday 
the  weather  cleared  up  well,  and  the  river  was  rather  high 
for  fly  fishing,  and  in  addition  the  trout  are  glutted  with 
bottom  feeding  after  the  succession  of  floods,  and  show  no 
incbnation  to  rise.  On  the  lower  reaches  bait  fishers  with 
bigs  —  J    ^"b  thenever-failing  Gardenia  made  good 

nBfu111findi^fi'iU*arie,S-~The  river  *»*  settled  down 
£  S^"  *  1j.,rather  biS"  for  successful  trout 
hshing.    Bait  Ushers  did  pretty  well  fishing  the  streams, 

v  h  worm  and  White  Grub;  and  better  on  the  smaller 
"urns.' — o .  - v .  x>. 

Coppal  Lake.-Good  sport  has  been  had  by  bank  or 
rook  facers  during  the  last  few  days,  but  no  boat  anglers 
S£  JT  outttblY€ason>  so  far.  The  baskets  have  con- 
tained from  two  dozen  to  about  twice  that  number  of 
brown  trout  The  fish  had  averaged  about  lib  but 
ETrfST  ^ad  ,wel8iinK  between  lib.  and  21b.  Small 
flies,  of  the  local  patterns,  were  the  best  killers  and 

angHnegn-T°J.D  °'Cl°Ck  W3S        best  ^  fo* 

Corrib  (co.  Galway  (.-Weather  has  greatly  improved 
and  anghng  prospects  are  much  better.  The  floods  hive 
mcreased  the  number  of  spring  fish  in  the  river  Ti  c 
water  is  rather  high  for  good  fishiug  to  be  had  Scarcelv 
uny  fish  were  killed  last  week.-J  A  B  freely 
Drenane  Lake.-Brown  trout  fishing  is  now  yieldine 
good  sport  on  this  lake.    The  following  were  along  thf 

i  'ennefiy,  u  bhea,  Qumlan,  and  Dwyer  T  J  D 

n,J?«yf(?0qK-erXy)-~Thi8  watcl"  has  be^  »i  a  very 
flooded  state  during  the  past  week  and  only  a  few  anglers 

SoTfc?  «,^r^y'  f UgHug  is  stU1  confined  To  bfown 
trout:  the  sea-trout  anghng  not  commencing  before  Mav 
and  the  sahnon  angling  ab3ut  a  month  late?.  Th?s  S 
is  now  being  better  protected  than  formerly  and  the 
t v  Vij;S  H0taeie  WZ  Pa-f,ly  belf  by  the  P^op^tor  of  the 
^t^ 

at  salmon  and  white  trout  is  confidently  koked  forward 
to,  .but  much  depends  upon  the  state  of  the  weathTr  - 

Mourne   (Newtonstewart,   co.   Tyrone) -Th« 

K»Bon  opens  on  the  Mourne  the  1st  prox    as  h £  i  hZi  t 

seen  nsmg  all  along  the  river.— J  A  B 
numbers  on  all  the  earlier  riversTbXXgW^e  {£ 


out  on  any  of  these  waters  last  week,  owing  to  wild 
weathor. —  P.  J.  D. 

South  of  Ireland  Rivers.— Since  the  season  opened 
excellent  trouting  has  been  had  on  the  Aloa  and  smaller 
streams  by  tho  Rev.  Arthurs,  J.  O'Brien,  and  others, 
tho  Hare's  Ear  and  Olive  being  the  killing  lures.  The 
Blackwater  is  yet  right  for  good  salmon  fishing.  On  the 
Slaney  the  season  opened  on  the  26th  ult.  On  Huntingdon 
Castlo  waters  three  springers  wero  killed. — J.  A.  B. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — Salmon  angling  has  shown  much 
improvement  in  all  those  waters  open  for  angling,  and 
trout  fishing  has  afforded  something  more  than  average 
sport.  All  the  waters  in  the  district  ar)  now  in  good 
angling  order,  and  the  prospects  for  the  next  few  days  are 
very  good.— T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^ixtuttz 

Mar  oh  14.  .   

Albion  Brothers :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Allason  United  i  Consolation  match. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Prize  outing  in  Thames. 

Anglers'  Pride  :  Match  at  ltoydon. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Cup  match. 

Brompton  i  Match  at  Marlow. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Match  at  Henley. 

Cambridge  Heath  :  Roving  match. 

Clapham  Strollers  :  Roving  match. 

Collingwood  :  Match  at  Harefield. 

Convivial :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Earlsfield  :  Match  at  Byfleet. 

French  Horn :  Match  at  Sunbury. 

Good  Intent :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Jolly  Butchers;  Match,  "  Married  v.  Single." 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Competition. 

North-East  Brothers  :  Outing. 

North  Lambeth :  Match  at  Pulborough. 

Peckham  Brothers :  Match. 

Phoenix  :  Lapsed  prizes. 

Prince  of  Wales :  Roving  match  in  Thames. 

Royal  George :  Lapsed  prizes. 

Silver  Trout :  Match  at  Witham. 

South  Bermondsey  s  Lapsed  prizes. 

Sundial :  Outing. 

United  Brothers :  Roving  match. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Cookham. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  (any  water). 

Westminster :  Match  in  Thames. 
March  15. 

Bomore :  Smoking  concert. 

Camden :  Benefit  conceit. 

Stepney :  Visit. 
March  16. 

Gresham  :  Paper  by  Dr.  Ladell. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Concert. 

Presentation  to  Mr.  S.  Malby. 

Sharp  Waltonians  :  Visit. 
March  17. 

B.S.A.S. :  Annual  dinner. 
March  18. 

Olive  Branch  ;  Visit. 


March  21.— 

.  21, 

,  21. 

,  21. 

,  21, 

,  21, 

,  22, 

,  22, 

,  23, 

,  24, 

,  28, 

,  28, 

,  29, 

,  29, 

,  30. 


Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret' 
A.B.S. :  Competition  at  St.  Margaret's. 
■Dalston :  Prize  outing. 
■Islington  Brothers  i  Match  at  Ware. 
■Izaak  Walton  :  Match  in  Lea. 
■North  London  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
•Central  Association  :  Annual  concert. 
•Kingston :  Annual  dinner. 
-Mitre  Brothers  :  Visit. 
■Izaak  Walton  :  Match  in  Lea. 
Queen's  Piseatorials  i  Outing  to  St.  Margaret'; 
•Wenlock  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 
Camden  :  Visit. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 


Everts  ftom  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensureinsertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
fi™+  5mn#-,  Tflu™d'>y  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
nrst  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked    Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  -  The  monthly  delegate 
at  8.30g-R  Giiurne°v  °"  Monday  ovei,ing  next>  March  15, 

rer^Ww  Ben«vole*t  Society.- Since   my  last 
£9  9,  m  tS  to  ackl}owledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of 
lift"      II0m^hf  4lbl0n  Brothers,  and  10s.  Peckham 
a™i3'  fromRtlleir  donation  boxes.-R.  Ghuhney. 

D.AiR?cTrNo  9f°CAati,?n  /7i"?^a*  List  (Eastern 
SB  No-  V-~As  the  Convivial  Angling  Society  is 

Xce  at  ^  7'  *be  X  «?*  0,1  this  ,ist.  lt  ^ke 

hand  F  T  Cl'0Wn  aud  Buck)a°d  A.S.  Date  not  yet  to 
naua. — t .  I  horling. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). 

Mond»v  uS  Bi~e  ^lvei  R^odeswell-road,  Stepney,  on 
us  wfthytb^rr  er^, -and  friends  wh0  fav°ur 

A^r.i     .  c°mPany       oblige.-G.  Manning.  • 

D.TTRn  Tf^  -l8001^1.0?  (N-  AND  N-K-  Suburban 
list  will  ^  Mst.-TU  uext  visit  on  the  above 

fist  will  go  to  the  Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Olive 


Branch,  Park-lane,  Tottenham,  on  March  18,  when  1  hope 
to  see  all  anglers  in  the  district  present. — C.  Asiimork. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place 
on  Tuesday  evening  last,  the  9th  inst.,  at  the  Peckham 
Brothers  A.S.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  occupied  the  chair 
and  on  tbe  roll  being  called,  eleven  clubs  were  represented 
The  A.B.S.  box  was  opened  and  found  to  contain  the  gum 
of  10s.  The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  St.  Albans' 
A.S.    Date  next  week. — G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Tenth  Com- 
petition.—Since  my  last  report  I  b»g  to  acknowledge 
the  following  prizes:  Mr.  Foxall,  Rose  and  Crown,  St. 
Margaret's,  a  home-cured  ham  ;  Izaak  Walton,  10s.  6d.  j 
South  London,  10s.  6d.  Next  week  I  hope  to  publish  a 
full  list  of  prizes. — S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
The  last  of  the  season  on  the  Thames  is  March  14  when 
all  members  who  have  not  won  any  club  prize  can  compete 
for  three  consolation  prizes,  given  by  Messrs.  H.  Smith 
G.  Prouten,  and  E.  Jackson.  All  fish  to  weigh  except 
eels  and  minnows  ;  river  Thames.  We  regret  to  announce 
the  death  of  a  brother  member,  Earnest  Saunders,  who 
was  greatly  respected.  The  funeral  takes  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  at  Paddington  Cemetery. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Portfe 
mouth  Place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields.— On  March  "th  the 
following  weighed-in :  Roach  Messrs.  Cutbush,  Guittard 
and  Drew,  the  latter  51b.  "4oz.  (heaviest  fish,  lib.  ll}oz.). 
On  March  16th  a  special  meeting  is  called  for  election  of 
officers,  &c,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  clear  the 
books. — J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald 
Faced  Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury.— On  March  7th 
Mr.  Harding  had  a  fine  show  of  roach  from  Rye  House 
nine  over  lib.  each.  Members  please  note,  next  Wednesday' 
17th,  will  be  quarterly  night;  some  important  business.' 
An  outing  will  take  place  on  21st  at  St.  Margaret's  for  a 
series  of  prizes  in  conjunction  with  A.B.S.  competition  — 

T.  G.  HUTC'HINS. 

Anchor  and   Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 

of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E. — Our  competition 
for  five  prizes,  March  competition,  will  take  place  any- 
where in  the  Thames  on  March  14.  Mr.  Watlrins  had 
perch  on  March  7  ;  Mr.  Jarman  was  elected  an  honorary 
member.  I  have  tickets  for  the  A.B.S.  competition  at 
St.  Margaret's  on  21st.  inst. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Blackrriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E.— Since  my  last  report  the  following 
have  weighed-in.  Mr.  J.  Barker,  rudd  ;  Mr.  Merrygold 
roach  ;  Mr.  Deplidge,  roach  (largest  lib.  14|oz.)  The  result 
of  outing  at  Hampton  Court  was,  Mr.  W.  Farmer,  first  • 
Mr.  J.  Foster,  second  ;  Mr.  Stillman,  third.  Our  visit  on 
the  Central  took  place  last  Tuesday,  and  was  a  grand 
success,  nineteen  clubs  answering  the  roll-call.  I  beg  to 
thank  all  those  clubs  that  honoured  us  with  their  company. 
The  following  contributed  towards  the  harmony  •  Mr 
Enever,  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  White,  Mr.  R.  Green,  Mr. 
Downes,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  several  others.  Will  gentlemen 
in  arrears  kindly  settle  at  once. — J.  Foster 

Bloomstmry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Grown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  March  7  Mr. 
J.  Young  weighed-in  roach  and  dace,  41b.  14ioz  •  Mr' 

A.  W.  Pain,  roach,  41b.  12|oz.  ;  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  perch 
and  roach,  31b.  ll^oz. ;  Mr.  G.  Fitzgerald,  roach  and  dace  ■ 
Mr.  D.  Warren,  Mr.  C.  Davis,  and  Mr.  F.  J.  Pain,  roach' 
-VT.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road  Notting  Hill. —On  March  7  Messrs.  Preston 
weighed-in  71b.  4oz.  roach,  four  over  lib.  each ;  Gill, 
41b.  lOoz.  roach  and  dace;  Hancock,  41b.  2oz.  'dace- 
Week's,  31b.  15oz.  roach  and  bream  ;  from  Thames  ;  Mr! 
Butler  had  a  grand  show  of  dace,  Air.  Halsey  roach'  and 
perch.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Coghlan,  sen.,  one  jack,  101b.  6oz 
also  81b.  4oz.  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Dagworthy,  51b.  12oz! 
roach,  dace,  and  perch.  We  made  two  new  working 
members,  and  Mr.  H.  Parker  was  proposed.  Our  tenth 
annual  smoking  concert  takes  place  on  Monday  next 
March  15,  at  8.30  p.m.— H.  Dagwortiu  . 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  March  10  Mr.  Brown 
weighed-in  a  very  handsome  jack,  161b.  loz.  On  March  7 
Messrs.  Cecil  and  Moore  weighed-in  roach  and  dace.  We 
hspe  members  will  attend  in  force  on  March  14  for  the  Ja9t 
competition  of  the  season.— II  .  I{. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Iree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— On  March  7 
only  Messrs.  Bissell,  Lees,  Parmeuter,  Jonen,  and  Thomp- 
son weighed-in.  Our  outing  to  Wade's  Mill  on  Feb.  2S 
was  not  a  great  success.    Only  one  prize  was  takon.—  ^ 

B.  BlSSKI.L. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain  V 

Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— On  Wednesday  last  Mr.  Wars..p 
had  two  [like,  121b.  1  loz.,  and  a  splendid  lot  of  roach  mid  , 
dace  (largest  roach,  lib.  l  loz.)— total  weight,  321b.  8oz. ; 
Mr.  Scutt  had  five  roach,  weighing  31bf  16oz.  (largest, 
lib.  4Joz.) ;  Mr.  Carvill,  a  small  pike,  roaoh,  and  dace, 
lliere  will  be  eight  prizes  to  compete  for  in  the  pegged 
down  match  at  Henley  on  March  14.  After  the  match  the 
members  will  ad,ourn  to  tho  Anchor  Hotel,  Henley,  whore 
a  leg  of  mutton  supper  will  bo  provided.— W  Sutton 
_  Cambridge  Heath  Brotners' Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Jleath.-On  March  7  twenty-six  members  fished  in  tho 
club  match  :  Mr.  J.  Hilton,  first,  31b.  Sioa.  ;  Mr. 
Reveley,  second  21b.  15Joz. ;  Mr.  J.  Baines,  third, 
lib.  Jioz.  ;  J.  Lee,  fourth,  13ioz  ;  Mr.  Hubbard  had 
Ma  V  ,r!iet)voremai"i'1i<PIiw8  are  to  be  fished  for  on 
March  14  (roving),  gross  weight,  all  fish  to  weigh.  Mr. 
o  60  j^oeen  ™ide  a  working  member.— R.  Hubbard. 
Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Viotory,  Olarenoe- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.-On  March  7  tho  following 


weighed-in:  Messrs.  Frankuin,  roach  and  dace  ;  Marshall, 
roach  and  perch ;  A.  E.  Hoodless,  roach  ;  Andrews,  roach 
and  perch ;  Stanton,  jack ;  Speaight,  jack ;  Webster, 
roach  •  Critcher,  roach  and  dace.  On  the  15th  we  hold  a 
concert  in  aid  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Fund,  and  on  the 
29th  we  take  a  return  visit  on  the  Central  List,  when  we 
hope  to  have  a  good  muster  of  talent  and  friends.— F. 
Honour.  _ .  ,  . 

Central  Association  Visiting  List.  —  A  very 
successful  official  visit  was  paid  to  the  Blackfriars  A.S., 
Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  on  Tuesday  evening 
last  There  was  some  excellent  singing,  and  an  enjoyable 
evening  was  passed.  On  the  roll-call  nineteen  clubs  were 
found  to  be  well  represented.  Next  visit  will  go  to  the 
Camden  A.S.  ;  for  date  see  their  club  report.  — O. 

A  T  L I N  G 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Since  last  report  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  1. 
Tringham,  one  carp,  61b.  13oz. ;  J.  Willgoss,  roach  (largest 
15iozV  A.  Turner,  roach;  A.  Painter,  pike;  and  C. 
Harris, 'pike.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill  Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— On  March  7  only  three 
out  'of  the  five  prizes  were  taken.  Messrs.  Crowther  and 
J  Pasmore  a  dead  heat,  and  Mr.  Gloster,  third.  Messrs. 
Lawrence  and  Monk  also  weighed-in.  On  March  14  we 
fish  an  open  roving  match'  for  the  balance  of  prizes.— 

Clerkeiiwell  and  District   United  Visiting 

List.— It  is  not  convenient  for  the  Royal  George  A. S.  to 
have  their  visit,  so  the  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Mitre 
A  S  held  at  the  Mitre  Tavern,  Kingsgate-street,  Holborn, 
on  Tuesday,  March  23.— F.  9*iSTE"-  n  .  .  .  «  .h 
Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  March  7  we  were 
saved  a  blank  by  Mr.  Eingrose  with  roach  from  Arlsey. 
AVill  members  please  show  up  on  Tuesday  next.  I  have 
tickets  for  competition  at  St.  Margaret's  in  aid  of  A.B.b. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
the  Tth  the  following  members  weighed-in :  Messrs.  E. 
Baxter,  A.  Twyman,  and  T.  Twyman.  On  the  8th  It. 
Percival  weighed-in  roach.  I  hope  members  are  not  for- 
getting this  is  the  last  month  of  the  financial  year.  All 
members  not  clear  by  the  first  week  in  April  will  be  fined 
as  per  rule.— T.  Twkman.  . 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-street,  Blackfriars,  S.B.— Our  monthly  prize 
outing  will  be  fished  at  Harefield ;  8.15  from  Farnngdon- 
street  Station  ;  fish  till  6  o'clock ;  Central  water  ;  tow  path 
only.— W.  Ash.  ,  » 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  March  7  a  few  members 
were  out  Mr.  A.  Maddams  saving  a  blank  with  a  dace  ot 
lOJoz.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday,  the 
23rd,  to  elect  an  auditor— S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo, 
All  Saints-road,  Westbourne  Park.— On  March  7,  the  last 
match  of  the  season,  the  following  took  prizes :  Messrs. 
Barker,  first,  with  71b.  14oz.  of  dace;  Grey,  second, 
31b  8oz., barbel ;  Tucker,  third,  lib.  14oz.,  roach  ;  Fathers, 
fourth  lib.  13oz.,  roach  ;  Wilkins,  fifth,  lib.  10oz.,  roach  ; 
Millett,  sixth,  lib.  8oz.,  roach.  On  Thureday,  4th,  our 
return  visit,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  Twyman  in 
most  able  manner.  The  A.B.  box  contained  the  sum  ot 
£10.— W.  Jenkins.  , 
Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  High-road, 
Tottenham.— Mr.  Ashmore,  some  very  good  takes  ot 
roach  and  dace  from  the  Lea  and  Cam  ;  Mr.  Butler,  roach 
and  chub  from  the  Thames ;  Mr.  T.  Collier,  dace  lrom 
the  Rib ;  Mr.  Beaumont,  roach  from  Broxbourue  ;  Messrs. 
Collier  'Dyer,  and  Reed,  roach,  dace,  and  chub  from  the 
Cam  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Reed,  three  .lack  from  Braintree, 
we'ght  201b. ;  on  the  10th,  6jlb.  perch,  three  heaviest  fash 
31b  lloz.  There  are  still  several  prizes  to  be  taken 
between  this  and  the  30th— J.  G.  Dyer. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Halt  Way  House, 
Earlsfield-road,  S.W.  —  An  outing  will  take  place  on 
March  14  at  Byfleet  for  two  handsome  prizes  given  by  Mr. 
Sheppard,  to  be  fished  for  by  those  members  who  have 
not  taken  a  prize  this  season.  Balances  of  prizes  not 
taken  at  previous  outings  will  be  fished  for  by  the  other 
members;  8.40  train  from  Clapham  Junction  to  Wey- 
bridge,  for  Byfleet.— A.  Traquair. 

Oolden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street.— On  the  ith  we  had  a 
-ery  poor  show  of  fish,  only  two  members  weighing  in. 
All  members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday  next ; 
moit  important  business.— A.  Crow. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.— Twenty-six  members  hshcd 
at  Pangbourne,  for  eighteen  prizes,  but  only  five  were 
taken  by  the  following  :  Mr.  Lloyd,  first  ;  I  I  urle,  second  ; 
Burton,  third;  Wilkinson,  fourth;  and  llugget,  fitch. 
The  remainder  will  be  fished  for  at  St.  Margaret  s  on  the 
f  14th  inst.,  all  start  by  the  9.8  train,  Liverpool-street 
Station.— 11.  MiRl'llY,  • 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  The  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E.— On  Wednesday  evening, 
the  last  concert  of  the  season  took  place,  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  supported  by  Messrs.  b. 
Gorton  J.  Dryden,  T.  J.  Church.W.  S.  Holding  \V  .  V  ernon, 
and  Dr.  J.  Whitewood.  Members  of  several  other  angling 
socities,  were  present,  and  the  room  was  full.  Among  the 
artistes  were,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Dowsett  Arthur  S.  Wood, 
G.  J.  Toynbee,  A.  H.  Pritchard,  Harry  Kniglit  W. 
Crompton,  B.  Fortescue,  W.  Myers,  T. .  W.  Wollard  J. 
Frost;  Lambert,  Phil.  Payne,  R.  W.  Simpson  &c. 
Recitations  were  given  by  Dr.  Whitewood  and  Mr.  W.  S. 
Holding.    The  concert  was  a  grand  success.— Harold 

^Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,    Coleman-street,    E.C.  —  A  smoking 


concert  was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  under  the  able 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts.  The  vejy  wet  night 
probably  prevented  a  large  attendance.  On  Tuesday  next, 
March  16,  Dr.  W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell  will  read  a  paper, 
entitled  "  Seed  Time  and  Harvest." — J.  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.  —  Mr.  H.  Dacosta  had 
perch.  I  hope  members  will  attend  next  club  meeting  to 
arrange  date  of  supper,  also  the  distribution  of  prizes.— 
C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N.— A  general  meeting  will 
be  held  Wednesday,  the  17th  inst.,  to  decide  the  best  fish 
for  the  club  cup.  Members  are  reminded  of  the  roving 
Thames  competition,  and  that  they  are  to  weigh-in  on 
Monday.— T.  A.  Shaw. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— I  beg  to  inform  anglers  that  I 
have  the  honour  to  occupy  the  chair  at  the  above  on 
Tuesday  evening  next,  the  16th  inst.,  the  concert  in  aid 
of  the  A.B.S.  ;  and,  also,  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  host  of  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.,  has  kindly  promised  to  place 
a  four-horse  brake  at  the  disposal  of  any  brother  angler  or 
friend,  free  of  charge,  that  would  like  to  accompany  us  on 
that  evening.  The  brake  will  leave  the  Woolpack  Tavern, 
Bermondsey-street.  S.E.,  at  8.30  sharp. — G.  W.  Arm- 

strong.    _  , 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E.  — On  March  / 
Messrs.  H.  Bailey  weighed-in  81b.  of  roach  and  dace  ;  b 
Gillett,  roach  ;  and  A.  Hattemore,  roach.  Our  monthly 
concert  will  take  place  on  March  16,  when  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd  (of  Bermondsey)  will  put  a  break  on  to  convey 
anglers  and  friends  (free)  from  his  house  at  8.30  sharp 
Chairman,  G.  Armstrong;  F.  Da-vs,  vice;  pianist,  W 
Musgrave.— Johnny.  .  ,  ,,  . 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-m  on 
the  8th  :  Mr.  Herbert,  roach  and  perch  ;  Mr.  Leach,  jack, 
51b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Croker,  roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Burwash, 
roach  and  dace.  The  match  for  remaining  prizes  to  be 
fished  at  Ware  on  21st.  Boundary  :  Ware  Bridge  to 
Ware  Park,  near  mill.  All  to  go  on  the  morning  by  any 
train.— J.  H.  Herbert.  .     ,  • 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John  s 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— On  7th  lnst- 
the  members  competed  for  three  special  prizes.  Messrs 
N.  Martin  secured  first  honours;  A.  Harris,  second;  H. 
Butt  third.  The  result  of  the  competition  on  Wednesday, 
10th  inst.,  was  Messrs.  H.  Butt,  first;  C.  Hay  ward, 
second;  T.  Goodwins,  third;  J.  K.  Charters,  fourth. 
The  members  compete  for  three  prizes  on  21st  inst.  on  any 
part  of  the  Lea  ;  towing  path  only.  There  are  also  three 
specials  to  be  fished  on  Wednesday,  24th  inst.  on  the  Lea, 
between  the  Rye  House  Bridge  and  the  railway  bridge 
above  St.  Margaret's  Lock  j  towing  path.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— On  March  14 
Mr.  Sibthorp  weighed-in  perch  and  roach.  We  fish  a 
match  on  March  14,  "  Married  r.  Single  members  ;  all  to 
leave  by  the  8.45  train  from  Waterloo ;  cease  fashing  by 
whistle.— G.  E.  Edwards. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W—  The  competition  on  the 
7th  inst.  resulted  in  only  two  prizes  being  won  by  Messrs. 
C  J.  Carter,  and  G.  Bailey,  who  very  generously  waived 
their  claims,  so  the  competition  stands  for  the  14th  vnst,; 
same  conditions.— A.  B.  M. 

Lincoln    Angling   Society,  Metropolitan,  W 
Chester-street,  N.— On  March  7  we  had  a  hue  show  ot 
roach,  dace,  rudd,  carp,  and  jack  by  Messrs.  Richards 
White,  Johnson,  Haytread,  R.  Watling.  W.  Bowdrey,  H 
Manley,  J.  Cook,  W!  Clark,  and  W.  Watling..  Members 
requiring  tickets  for  the  benevolent  competition  on  the 
21st  inst.  can  get  them  at  the  clubhouse.  A  prize  oi  /s.  6d 
given  by  Mr.  Bligh  for  gross  weight ;  all  fish  on  March  14. 
— W.  Watling.  „      TT  ,  , 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.— 
The  first  monthly  meeting  at  our  Birkenhead  branch,  the 
George  Hotel,  157,  Conway-street,  was  held  there  on 
Thursday  evening,  March  4,  and  was  well  attended,  some 
half  dozen  Birkenhead  members  being  present,  together 
with  a  like  number  of  the  executive  from  Liverpool.  Mr. 
S  S  Morris  had  thoughtfully  provided  a,  nice  hot-pot, 
which  met  with  the  usual  fate  of  gcod  things,  and  was 
soon  assimilated.  The  minutes  of  the  proceedings  a 
connection  with  the  installation  of  the  branch  were  read, 
and  the  election  and  nomination  of  new  members  were 
duly  authenticated  and  completed.  The  Birkenhead 
anglers  appear  to  be  most  enthusiasts  Waltomtes  and 
their  inclusion  in  the  parent  angling  association  ot  the 
district  is  warmly  welcomed.— Ui).  Wool-i  all. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutatiou-row.-A  few  members 
of  the  above  named  association  have  been  out  angling 
during  the  past  tew  weeks,  and  good  repoits  are  to  lmnd 
from  the  Alyn  and  Dee.  Messrs.  J.  Wishart,  O .  Attwood, 
A  Laidlow,  E.  Bate,  W.  Mcighen,  Kinnear,  and  H. 
Spencer  have  had  good  baskets  of  trout  and  dace  from 
these  rivers.  Members  are  particularly  requested  to note 
that  the  weekly  meetings  commence  at  8  p  m.,  and  hnish 
at  10  p.m.  prompt  on  Monday  evenings  The  weather  i.. 
this  district  is    very   changeable   lust   now.  -  James 

"  Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Li"  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  llssex.-Mr  F  Anderson  has 
had  a  few  good  takes  of  roach  at  Heybridge.  We  have  a 
smoking  concert  on  Saturday  evening next^ March >  1- ,  at 
8.30  p.m.,  at  above  address,  in  connection  with  the  A.B.B. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
NewingtTgrcen,  Mildmay  Park,  N.-Wc  had  ■*  well- 


attended  meeting  on  Tuesday,  when  ft.  J.  A.  Stoacban 
was  proposed  as  a  working  member  of  this  society.  Our 
outing  to  Hertford  was  well-attended,  but  only  one  mem. 
ber  had  fish.  I  hope  members  will  endeavour  to  take 
some  of  the  prizes  before  the  season  closes.    H.  Sstock- 

DALE. 
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Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn.-I  beg  to  inform  members 
that  want  A.B.S.  competition  tickets  must  show  up  at 
clubhouse.  Our  return  visit  on  the  C.  and  D.\  .L.  takes 
place  on  the  23rd.  This  being  our  first  visit,  we  trust  it 
will  be  a  bumper.    Hope  to  see  all  members  on  the  15th. 

_North-LEast  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Betlmal  Green. -Result  ot 
match  on  the  7th:  C.  Lamb  mn  fourth  ;  S.  Baiiett 
fifth;  Drawbridge,  sixth  ;  Mill  ward,  seventh ;  weighed-in 
cut  of  match,  E.  Lamb  jun. ;  C.  Lamb,  sen. 
sen.;  and  Daycock.  March  14,  outing. 
Special  meeting.— A.  Lewis.  , 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society, 
Arms,  Hercules-road,  Lambeth.-Owing  to  a  mistake  last 
week,  the  match  was  announced  at  Bures-it  should  be 
Pulborough— all  members  to  leave  by  the  8.30 from  London 
Bridge  fishing  will  cease  at  4  30.  Members  m  arrears  are 
reminded  that  they  cannot  weigh  in  for  these  prizes  unless 
they  have  cleared  December.  Anuual  dinner  May  10., 
particulars  of — E.  G.  Roe.  _ 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.-On  Feb.  28  Mr.  Clayton  weighed  perch. 
On  March  7  Mr.  Clayton  and  Mr.  S.  Harris  weighci-in 
some  handsome  roach,  most  of  them  weighing  from  jib.  to 
lib  2ioz.  On  March  21  the  membsrs  fash  for  tour  puws 
at  St.  Margaret's,  same  conditions  as  the  A.B.S.  competi- 
tion.—H.  Stretch.  _  .  ,  „  •_,„„ 
Peckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham,  S.E.-On  Maroh  9 
we  held  a  return  visit  on  the  Anglers  Asiociatioii  Us  -, 
which  was  a  fair  success.  Eleven  clubs  answered  the  roll 
call,  and  ten  shillings  was  c  Elected  for  the  Anglers  Bene- 
volent Fund.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepperd  presided,  and  brought 
his  flock.  Mr.  C.  S.  Catt,  Forest  Gate  Piscatorial,  very 
ably  tilled  the  vice-chair,  lhere  was  excellent  vocal  and 
instrumental  talent.    We  fish  our  last  match  on  the  14th. 

— G.  Etherington.   

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown  Pancraj- 
road  N.W.— On  March  7  Messrs.  Francis,  Tbndgould, 
and  Bouffler  had  some  good  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon. 
There  are  still  a  few  prizes  left,  and  hope  to  see  them  won 
by  March  14.— R.  C.  •  ....  , 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  A  few  members 
weiglied-iu  on  the  7th.  We  have  a  sweepstake  match  in 
the  Thames  anywhere,  on  March  14  ;  members  can  give 
names  in  on  the  morning  ;  entrance,  Is.,  the  amount  to  be 
divided  into  prizes.  Members  wishing  to  go  away  on  tire 
Saturday  can  do  so  by  giving  their  nimes  into  me, 
to  Messrs.  Clist,  Haynes,  Wilson,  and  Twomey.— F. 

Oueen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a  Chapel- 
Btreet,  Edgware-road.-On  the  7th  inst  ,  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  Shepherd,  Winsby,  sen.,  Keene,  and 
Taylor.  On  the  8th  inst.,  our  concert,  in  aid  of  the 
A  B.S.,  was  a  success,  several  good  songs  were  rendered 
by  the  following  gentlemen:  Messrs.  Hutchings,  Steptoe, 
Brock,  Harding,  Winsby's,  sen.  and  jun.,  Taylor,  Brett, 
Harford,  and  a  host  of  others.  An  outing  will  take  place 
on  the  28th  inst.  to  St.  Margaret's  ;  leave  Liverpool-street 
by  the  9.8  a.m.  train,  cease  fishing  at  6  p.m.— Ueo. 

KRoyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Aims 
Hotelf  Bateman-street,  Soho.-On  March  /  wj  fished 
at  Henley  with  the  following  result :  Mr.  W,  Han., 
first-  Mr.  Trotter,  second;  Mr.  Longland,  thud;  and 
Mr  Hughes,  fourth.  We  fish  the  remaining  five  prizes 
off  on  March  14 ;  members  to  go  where  they  think  ht.— 

J  BoyalNOak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Anns, 
Coborn-road,  Bow.-On  March  7  our  show  of  fash  were 
roach,  perch,  and  dace,  by  the  following  :  Mr.  I .  Barclay 
Alf.  Barclay,  Tim  O'Shanhorn,  Perry,  Tissaw  and 
Merigold.  Alf.  Barclay  had  two  dace,  ono  ISJoz.  and  one 
14ioz  Mr.  T.  Parker  (Good  Intent)  showed  roach. 
Audititing  of  the  accounts  tDok  place  on  March  14,  and 
found  correct. — F.  Pignatelli. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New- 
street  Kennington*-  Mr.  M.rrell  ami  Mr.  Wton 
weighed-in  dace.  Mr.  Leighton,  on  Fob.  2,\  had  Oil.  ot 
bream  and  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Brown  had  dace  up  £  8*0*.. 
This  Wednesday,  10th  inst.,  Mr.  .1 . .  Fordreo  weighed  in 
101b.  of  roach  from  Bures.  Next  visit  Anglers  Associa- 
tion comes  to  us.    Date  later  oil.— H.  Am, an. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  Th« ■  hmprois,  St. 
John's-streot-road,  Clerkenwell  -On  March  \  wo  had  a 
nice  show  of  roacli  by  Messrs.  Afflett,  PriOT,  Worth  and 
others  had  fish.    ( )n  Wednesday  next  several  new  members 
will  be  lalloted  for— F.  Thorung. 
Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society  King  a  d 
°en    I,  Foley-stroet,  Fit/.roy-square,  W -On  F  ob.  28 
ar  outing  to  Windsor  resulted  as  follows :  Messrs. 
Roberts,  first ;  l'etrie,  second  ;  B.  Smith,  third  I  Spencer, 
en    fourth  ;  Blyth,  fifth  -  Alder,  suth  ;  Kn  he,  seven  1,; 
Snencer    inn.,  e  ghth  ;   Bowry,   ninth.     Mr.  B.  l^ing 
w  Khed-in  Mb  8Jw.  of  roach.    On  March  7  the  following 
we  g  ed-  n  :  MesUS.  Bowry,  roach,  01b.  2oz  ;  King,  roach, 

■Tib   no/-. ;  P«tri«,  51b-  121b;;  R"rTo'  aw! 

Campbell,  dace,  21b.  2*».  ;  Barton,  dace,  21b.  2oz.-W. 

A  Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covont  Garden  .-Mare.  7,  Mr.  Duckworth, 
SSSm  roacli  and  dace,  the  largest,  lib.  fat.  ;  1 Mr.  Ma^soy 
Sib.  of  roach,  largest  lib.  4ioz.;  Mr.  Wool  lor  me 
peroh,  lib.  ljoz.    Members  are  reminded  that  the  tram 
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Stepney  Angling  Society,  nooHive,4(5,Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  March  7  the  following  weighed-in : 
Mossrit.  Woodford,  roarb  ;  Kliren,  roiu  li.  The  next  return 
visit  take*  place  bore  mi  Monday  next,  Muroli  15,  Members 
and  Mends  heartily  welcome. — W.  Wooukoiiw. 
for  our  Dext  outing  at  Witbam  loaves  Liverpool-street  at 
H.25.  Marcb  9,  Mr.  Abrahams  bad  clone  on  1001b.,  and 
181b.  of  roacb,  bout  j  aok,  101b.:  and  roach,  lib.  2^oz. 

South  Bermondsey  Fiscatorials.  Olttb  and 
Institute,  Rotherhithe  New-road,  S.E. — Tbo  prizes  not 
taken  on  Marcb  7  are  open  for  Marcb  l  l,  "  roving,"  start 
on  morning.  The  following  weigbed-in  :  Messrs.  Whiche- 
low,  Allum,  A.  0.  Smith,  and  W.  Streeton. — A,  G. 

S.MITN. 

United  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Hroalwny,  Deptford. — On  Marcb  7  the  following  weighed- 
in  :  Memrs.  II.  Waii.Htii.Il,  roicbj  J,  Oakloy,  roach  and 
porch.  The  members  will  fish  a  "  go-where-you-please  " 
ni'itch  on  March  14  for  several  prizes.— H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — Since  my  last  report  the  following  have 
weighed-in  on  Feb.  28 :  Messrs.  Birch,  bream  and  roach 
(largest  bream  31b.  Iloz.);  A.  Pain, perch  ;  Clegg,  roach; 
II  Pain,  roach  and  perch.  On  March  7,  Mr.  CJ  egg  had 
fish.  Members  in  arrears  are  requested  to  settle  up  at 
their  earliest  convenience.  1  have  tickets  on  hand  for  the 
A. 11.  match  ;  apply  Tuesday  ovenings. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— At  our  usual 
mooting  Messrs.  Bradley  and  Duftield  were eleoted  working 
members,  and  Mr.  R.,1.  Kuncourt,  nominated.  On  March 7 
Messrs.  Jarvis  weigbed-in  roach  ;  F.  Hayden,  perch  ;  and 
('.  Wake,  perch  and  roach.  Members  are  particularly 
requested  to  attend  next  week  as  we  have  some  important 
business  to  discuss. — F.  Hayden. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham.— On  Thursday,  March  4, 
the  president  in  the  chair,  Mr.  C.  Haynes  the  vice, 
forty  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  well  supplied 
repast,  after  which  the  evening  was  devoted  to  harmony. 
The  "Tottenham  Wheelers"  have  joined  the  angling 
society.  The  following  each  gave  a  song :  Messrs. 
Sawyer,  F.  Badgell,  A.  Pracey,  A.  Stacey,  G.  Mathews, 
Griffin,  and  Duncan  Sbarland.  Mr.  E.  Anderson  weighed 
the  best  take  of  roach  and  dace  of  the  season,  in  all  over 
701b.  ;  best  roach  lib.  13oz.,  best  dace  12oz.,  many  fish 
;jlb.  and  Jib.  each.  They  were  token  at  Christchurch.— 
J .  A.  Gain  j'  'j .\. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E. — On  March  7,  mem- 
bers turned  out  well,  but  only  two  prizes  were  taken,  Mr. 
Whitehead,  fiwt ;  Mr.  Miller  second;  the  rest  of  the 
prizes  are  to  be  fished  on  March  14  ;  go  where  you  please, 
any  water.  Mr.  Lindsell,  juu.,  had  a  jack,  from  Dagen- 
hatn.  weighing  111b.  144,oz. — R.  Lowtheb. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  Telegraph,  Re- 
gency-street, S.W.— We  fish  a  match,  between  Kingston 
and  Hampton  Court  Bridges,  on  the  14th ;  go  down  to 
Kingston  by  the  9.5  a.m.,  and  return  by  the  7.20  p.m.  • 
two  rods. — The  Mole. 


THE  KYLE  OF  SUTHERLAND  SALMON 
FISHINGS. 

The  revolution  which  has  just  taken  place  in  connection 
with  these  fishings  is  likely  to  benefit  the  salmon  angling 
on  the  various  rivers  flowing  into  the  Kyle— the  Carron, 
Slim,  Cassley,  Oykel,  and  their  tributaries.  The  leases 
held  by  Mr.  Smith  (of  the  Invercharron  Fishings)  and  by 
Messrs.  Powrie  and  Pitcaithley  (of  the  Skibo  Fishings) 
having  expired,  they  were  acquired  by  a  sjndicate  of 
gentlemen,  headed  by  Capt.  Hunt,  lessee  of  the  Langwell 
shooting  and  fishing  in  Strathoykel.  Last  week  negotia- 
tions were  completed  by  which  Mr.  Anderson  surrendered 
lus  lease  of  the  Balnagown  Fishings,  which  he  had  at  a 
rental  of  over  £800  a  year.  All  the  nettings  on  the  Kyle 
ot  Sutherland,  and  also  at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Firth 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  sporting  gentlemen  who  are  likely 
to  make  angling  interests  of  primary  consideration.  All 
the  boats  and  other  material  have  been  taken  over  at 
valuation,  and  the  fishermen  are  kept  employed  at  their 
former  wages,  and  getting  Saturday  to  themselves,  as  there 
is  to  be  no  netting  except  on  five  days  a  week.  This,  with 
other  important  reforms,  is  almost  sure  to  increase  the 
value  of  the  rod  fishings.  Last  season,  when  the  project 
was  first  mooted,  fishermen,  shopkeepers,  and  others 
interested  held  a  public  indignation  meeting  at  Bonar- 
bndge  to  protest  agiinst  it,  under  the  delusion  that  the 
industry  was  to  be  entirely  abolished;  but  the  final 
arrangement  arrived  at  last  week  appears  to  be  giving 
general  satisfaction.  At  the  same  time  the  prevailing 
impression  is  that  this  is  only  inserting  the  thin  end  of 
the  wedge  with  the  view  of  ultimately  abolishing  all  the 
nettings  in  the  interests  of  angling.  B. 


ANGLING  AT  OVERSCAIG.  SUTHERLAND 
IN  1896. 

Now  that  the  present  season's  angling  is  on  the  eve  of 
commencing,  it  may  interest  many  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  to  know  the  result  of  the  past  season,  and  also  a 
summary  ot  previous  seasons  at  this  famous  angling  centre 

SOW  tronf  ^cT-T6  «Vrout>  2051b.  ;  June  fielded 
■5049  trout  1405  lb  six  Salmo  ferox,  35?lb.,  and  one 
salmon  lOJlb-total  fish  for  the  month  3056,  aggregating 
}  *  ,'„,.July  gave  2864  trout.  12681b.,  and  two  Salmo 
*er%<  ^i-,0ta''  ?SC0  fish'  12811b-  D™°f?  AugWt  102r 
iTl'  rre-11na£d6d>  befides  tive  8alm°  /^471b. 

total  1026  fish,  5101b.    September  yielded  eighty-three 

total  for  the  month  eighty- 81x  fish,  64£lb.  Amongst  the 
exceptionally  heavy  Salmo  ferox  landed  during  the  season 


were   a  14-pounder  caught  by  Mr.  Lionel  Colledge 
Cheltenham,  on  the  (iurvie  on  3Ut  August,  and  one  of 
121b.  by  Mr.  1).  Mackay  on  29th  August,  on  the  same 
water.    Amongst  the  best  baskets  to  one  rod  in  one  day 
wore  thirty-five  trout,  221b.,  and  thirty-bix  trout,  171b.,  by 
Mr.  Murray,  Blairathol,  on  Loch  Shin;  forty-two  trout 
211b.,  by  Archdeacon  Prescott,  Carlisle,  on  l>och  Merk. 
land;  seventy-two  trout,  26lb.,  by  Dr.  Kirkon,  Loch 
Germ;  thirty-seven  trout,  161b.,  by  Canon  Fabjr,  Don 
caster,  on  Loch  Shin  ;  and  thirty-two  front,  211b.,  by  _Dr 
Nesham  on  same  loch.    During  the  season  the  various 
lochs  yielded  as  follows  : — 

Salmon.    (Jrilsc.     Ferox.  Trout. 

Loch  Shin   —  —       fl,  28.1  lb.    371(i,  201U411 

L.  and  It.  Merkland   1,  10J1I).       —  —       2404,  (J841b. 

Loch  Orldm   —  —       4,  2411b.     778,  :)25$lb 

Minor  Waters   —        1,  4 jib.    fi,  .r»4|lb.     338,  4531b. 

The  average  weight  of  Solwo  ferox  was  over  7ilb.,  as 
compared  with  6ilb.  during  the  previous  season.  Trout 
averaged  about  Zfoz.  all  over.  It  may  be  mentioned  that 
1895  was  a,  record  season  in  the  takes  of  fish  ever  since 
registers  have  been  kept.  The  following  will  show  at  aj 
glance  the  takes  of  the  past  three  seasons  : 

Tons  cwt.  qr.  lb 

180J.  Total  flnh  (all  kinds)  3083,  aggregating    —   19  2  8| 

18IKS,         „  „        8003,         „    1    V,    1  Of 

1896.  „  „        7450,  „    1     12    0  17| 


B. 


GIPPING  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  twenty-eighth  annual  general  meeting  of  this 
society  was  held  at  the  Great  White  Horse  Hotel, 
Ipswich,  on  Friday  evening.  Mr.  A.  Townehend  Cobbold 
occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large  muster  of 
members.  A  letter  was  read  from  Capt.  E.  G.  Pretyman, 
M.I'.,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend  the  meeting. 
Alluding  to  the  chairman,  he  considered  that  fishermen  in 
East  Anglia,  both  on  sea  and  land,  were  greatly  indebted 
to  Mr.  Cobbold  for  the  interest  which  he  exhibited  in 
their  welfare.  It  gave  him  much  pleasure  to  feel  that  the 
animating  spirit  of  the  Gipping  Angling  Preservation 
Society  was  true  sport,  and  not  the  slaughter  of  under- 
sized fish.  The  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  C.  S.  Edge- 
combe, read  the  report  for  the  past  year,  which  had 
been  a  most  successful  one,  both  financially  and  generally. 
The  balance  sheet  showed  that  the  receipts  had  amounted 
to  £73  12s.  (including  the  1895  balance  of  £8  9s.  6d.), 
whilst  the  expenditure  amounted  to  £52  12s.  6d., 
leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  £20  19a.  6d.  The 
ordinary  stock  of  fish  was  good,  and  this  had  been  sup- 
plemented by  a  grand  lot  of  210  pike  from  the  Tattingttime 
waters  during  the  year,  some  of  these  fish  coming  in  at 
71b.  and  81b.  During  the  months  of  July  and  August 
roach  were  taken  in  great  numbers,  and  some  enormous 
catches  took  place,  two  being  of  26£lb.  and  301b.  respec- 
tively. However,  these  "records"  had  recently  been 
broken  by  Mr.  Binks,  who  took  fifty  fish  at  Claydon,  scaling 
33£lb.  One  jack,  weighing  8f  lb. ,  had  been  killed.  A  grand 
pike,  weighing  201b.,  and  measuring  38in.  in  length,  and 
19in.  girth,  had  been  discovered  dead  in  Claydon  pond,  in 
February,  having  been  badly  hooked  in  the  throat,  but  it 
was  too  severely  injured  to  be  preserved  as  "  the  largest 
Gipping  pike."  With  reference  to  perch,  one  of  2flb.  had 
been  killed  during  the  year;  61b.  and  71b.  carp  had  been  re- 
ported, several  chub  from  21b.  to  31b.  had  been  taken,  whilst 
bream— ot  which  there  was  a  fine  stock  in  the  river— had 
been  killed  up  to  41b.  The  report  concluded  with  the 
remark  that  the  interest  in  the  society  was  evidently  in- 
creasing, as  evidenced  by  the  enlarged  membership  and 
better  attendances  at  the  monthly  meetings.  The  election 
of  officers  was  next  proceeded  with.  Lord  de  Saumarez 
and  Major  R.  Phillipps  were  unanimously  re-elected  hon. 
presidents,  and.  Capt.  E.  G.  Pretyman,  M.P.,  president, 
lhe  vice-presidents  and  committee  were  re-elected  (with 
additions)  as  were  also  the  hon.  treasurer  (Mr.  F.  A. 
Cobbold),  and  the  hon.  sec.  (Mr.  W.  C.  S.  Edgecombe). 
Considerable  discussion  took  place  with  respect  to  the 
regulations  relating  to  the  size  of  fish  taken  from  the 
bipping  With  regard  to  pike,  it  was  decided  not  to  raise 
the  limit,  but  to  keep  to  the  22in.  measurement,  and  to 
close  hshing  the  end  of  February.  With  regard  to  close 
time  tor  neb.  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously 
carried:  That  a  letter  be  addressed  to  Capt. 
E  G.  Pretyman,  M.P.,  requesting  him  to  use  his  best 
endeavours  to  procure  an  alteration  in  the  Mundella 
fisheries  Acts,  relating  to  coarse  fish,  in  order  that  boards 
ot  conservators  may  have  power  through  the  medium  of 
bye-laws  to  vary  the  close  season  for  the  different  kinds  of 
fresh- water  fish. 

Votes  of  thanks  were  made  to  the  riparian  owners  and 
tenants,  to  the  Great  Eastern  for  railway  privileges,  and 
to  the  host,  Mr.  M.  P.  Clark. 

Business  concluded,  the  meeting  resolved  itself  into  a 
social  smoker  gathering,  and  a  most  pleasant  evening  was 
spent,  goodold  fishing  yarns  being  freely  interspersed  with 
for  m^i™  •<  Ww"  L  *P  a  °°PPer  kettle  (suitable 
!?I  w  *  i  t0d.dy  V?r  the  best  fishiDS  tale  created  con- 
siderable interest,  and  brought  forth  many  capital  stories 
(true  and  otherwise)  of  remarkable  experiences  with  rod 
and  line  and  finally  the  worthy  "comforter"  fell  to  Mr 
U  nsworth. 

rJu   £?11°wiDS  contributed  songs:  Messrs.  Unsworth,. 
M.  T?'  r  PJent™-  Robinson,  W.  Dewhurst,  and  Bailey 
,W«f  "A  mt*  pre!ldl"3  ,«t  the  piano.    The  hearty  sing- 

ffiSLtSdS?. Syue  brought  the  evenh,s to  *  moffc 


*»WjJ  t  of.sea  b.rds  especially  sea-gulls,  are  very 
valuable  as  fog  signals.  The  birds  cluster  on  the  cliff  s  and 
coast,  and  their  cries  warn  boatmen  that  they  are  near  the 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— Weather  has  continue 

more  or  less  unfavourable  for  the  fly.  We  hear  of  spot 
being  met  with  by  spinning  on  the  Henmore.  Capt 
Smith  having  bagged  a  few  fish  with  the  Devon  o. 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augustus,  If  .B.).— March  cam 
in  like  a  lion,  and  continued  to  roar  for  days  on  end 
interfering  materially  with  sport  on  the  above  lake 
The  gale  blew  from  the  W.  and  S.W.,  and  anglers  win 
ventured  out  were  under  the  necessity  of  shipping  thei 
boats  on  board  the  mail  steamer,  either  at  Invermoristoi 
or  Foyers  pier.  The  weather  is  now  rather  settled,  and  a 
the  river  Ness  is  too  high  for  the  nets,  there  must  be  i 
good  head  of  fish  in  the  lake.  On  Saturday  Konalt 
Macdonald,  fishing  for  Mrs.  Chisholm,  Chisholm's  Hotel 
landed  a  fish  251b. ;  Mrs.  Davis  got  a  small  one.  Ot 
Monday  Mr.  Elder,  Foyers'  Hotel,  got  a  fish  191b 
Yesterday  was  blank. — H'ison. 

Loch  Oich  and  River  Garry,  Invergarry  N.B 
— Compared  with  former  seasons  this  famous  anglinj 
water  up  till  this  week  was  almost  a  complete  failure,  bul 
this  week  opened  well,  eight  nice  fish  being  landed  on  that 
day.  Yesterday  (Wednesday)  forenoon  they  had  three, 
The  fish  got  were  of  a  large  size,  averaging  about  191b. 
and  mostly  clean  run.  River  in  high  flood  and  wind 
favourable. — H'ison. 

Oich.— Capt.  Hibet  is  still  getting  fair  sport.  His  besl 
day  was  four  fish.    River  in  good  flood.— H'isox. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Most  fishermen  durhig  On 
week  have  been  rewarded  by  fishing  from  the  banks  of  the 
small  rivers.  The  fish  though  small  have  taken  the  flj 
readily  one  gent,  had  three  dozen  for  his  share,  but  the  fish 
do  not  run  larger  than  7oz.  The  Red  fly  is  the  one  mostly 
used,  made  of  hare's  flax  gold  twist  and  deep  red  hackle. 
I  have  not  seen  so  much  water  in  March  for  eight  years, 
and  the  fishing  must  this  season  be  good.— Rusty  Game, 

CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 

Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.— On  March  7,  the  follow- 
ing weighed-in :  C.  Bunyon,  roach ;  H.  Bunyon,  parch  i 
J.  Jagot,  sen.,  perch;  A.  Skilleter,  jack;  C.  Osborne, 
roach.  We  fish  a  peg-down  match,  at  St.  Margaret's,  on 
March  14,  for  nine  prizes;  train,  8.13,  Hackney  Downs, 
9.19  allowed. — H.  Hainks. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— On  March  7  Mr. 
Merry  had  a  good  show  of  roach  (largest  fish,  lib.  loz.). 
Mr.  Hutchinson,  a  good  show  of  roach,  and  Mr.  Embleton, 
roach  ;  other  members  out  with  no  result.— G.  Merk  v. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E.  —  Our  outing  to 
Amberley  was  a  blank.  The  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on 
March  14,  at  Roydon  ;  cease  at  6  p.m.  Next  Wednesday, 
being  quarterly  night,  I  trust  members  will  turn  up  in 
force,  as  there  is  important  business,  besides  clearing  the 
books.— A.  C.  D. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— In  our  match  at 
Marlow  Mr.  Ireland  was  first  with  31b.  of  roach  ;  Mr.  Mead, 
second,  21b.  4oz. ;  and  third  prize  was  not  token.  A  cup 
will  be  fished  for  on  March  14  ;  all  fish  to  weigh  ;  member* 
can  go  Saturday  night. — Dodd. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street.— The  members  fished  for 
their  March  prizes  on  the  7th  inst.,  in  the  Thames,  with 
following  result:  Messrs.  A.  Woodhead,  first;  J.  Smith, 
second;  W.  Taylor,  third;  and  J.  Wigby,  sen.,  fourth. 
Mr.  H.  Patman  weighed-iu  121b.  of  roich  from  other 
waters. — Ale.  Conn. 

Convivial  Angling  Sooiety,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road.— On  Wednesday  our  outing  was 
fixed  for  March  14  at  St.  Margaret's.  Seven  prizes,  go 
where  you  like,  all  to  get  out  and  in  at  St.  Margaret's  j 
leave  by  8  o'clock  from  Liverpool-street.  Mr.  J.  Bailey 
has  four  new  members  to  propose,  and  Mr.  P.  Jaohan 
two. — Phil. 

o  l,ren,ch  Horn  Anffling  Society,  Lambath  Walk, 
b.E.— We  fish  on  th9  14th  at  Sunbury,  going  by  the  7.56 
a.m.,  Waterkn.  The  following  weighed-in:  J.  Hunt, 
perch  and  roach  ;  J.  Mann,  perch;  Holbrow,  roach  and 
dace  ;  G.  Bex,  roach  and  dace,  best  dues  lOJoz.  Wo  made, 
two  members.— T.  D.  Holhkou. 

Funny  Polks  Angling  Sooiety,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road.-^ Weighed-in  on  March  7  :  F.  Vanhegan, 
roach  and  bream,  71b.  15oz.  ;  S.  Hill,  roach,  61b.  14oz.. 
H.  Hainos,  71b.  16|oz.  Mr.  Eldridge's  competition  in  aid 
of  the  A. 8.  Society  will  take  plaoe  at  Amberley  on 
June  20  ;  secretaries  please  note.— H.  Smith. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society," 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  N.— On 
the  ,th  mst.,Mr.  J.  Osborne  weighed-in  191b.  lloz.  :  and 
W.  Mogg,  91b.  14oz.  of  rndd;  C.  Watling,  61b.  12o!tfl 
roach;  J.  K.  Fitch,  and  H.  Watling,  also  had  roacW 
the  concert  held  on  the  8th  inst.,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr, 
J.  Trowbridge,  was  a  great  success.  Under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  J.  Jennings,  assisted  by  Mr.  C.  Watling. 
the  meetmg  was  a  most  satisfactory  one,  the  substantial 
sum  of  £11  16s.  fid.  being  collected  in  the  room.  IJ 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  thanking  (on  behalf  of  Mr.. 
Irowbndge,  myself,  and  the  committee)  tho  numerous 
anglers  and  friends  for  their  generous  support.  Secre- j 
tones  of  clubs  who  have  not  sent  in  their  lists,  will  kindly 
do  so  Jas  early  as  possiblo.  I  have  received  further  sub- 
scriptions, making  the  total  £12  7s.  (id.— J.  A.  FtTc  lt.  J 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  GolbourneJ 
lhe  whole  of  the  private  prizes  in  lost  match  are  toj 
be  fished  for  on  March  14,  between  Windsor  Bridge  and 
"oveney  Lock;  same  conditions ;  cease  fishing  at  5  p  m. 
lhe  prize  left  over  is  added.— A.  If>ic. 
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Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
arrow  King-street,  Hammersmith.— At  our  meeting  it 
is  decided  not  to  have  an  outing  on  March  14,  as  pro- 
sed Mr.  Jennings  weighed  a  bream  of  lib.  4£oz. ,  taken 
T  a'  live  gudgeon,  at  Hampton,  a  rather  unusual 
■currence,  I  believe. — J.  S.  Smith.  _.. 
Jfauth  fcondon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
The  next  visit  is  to  the  Sharp  Waltonians,  Rising  Sun 
ivern  Kookingham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  on 
uesday  the  16th.  This  being  the  first  visit  this  society 
is  received  since  their  enrolment,  and  as  they  are  always 
.presented  at  every  visit,  I  trust  they  will  receive  a 
ninner  — Alf.  Conn. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
ictoria,  Robert-street,  N.W.-On  March  7  the  following 
akhed-in  T.  Toothill,  roach,  81b.,  and  a  tench  21b.  8oz.  ; 
astro,  roach,  51b. ;  A.  Cook  roach.  Our  next  visit  on 
ehalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
[arch  29.— T.  Austin.  >  :  i 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
•asex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow— Mr.  Skelsey 
wk  premier  honours  on  the  7th  with  a  nice  jack,  71b.  5oz.; 
tr  Howell,  a  nice  show  of  roaoh,  all  over  Jib  ;  Mr. 
^ton  iack,  51b.  7oz.  Messrs.  Odard,  Calcutt,  Beaumont, 
'  Stevens,  Hoad,  Marshall,  and  Ford  had  als)  been  busy 
mougst  the  roach,  dace,  and  perch.— H.  Wigg._ 
Walworth  WaltonianB  Angling  Society,  St. 
'aul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— 
v  mroeral  outing  is  arranged  to  take  place  at  Cookham  on 
.larch  14  for  all  outstanding  prizes ;  members  to  leave 
•addington  Station  by  the  8.40  a.m.— W.  Wray. 
Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers  Arms, 
Vrlineton-street,  New  North-road.  —On  the  7th  mst.  the 
oUowin"  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  and  jack:  Messrs. 
*llivan  Renn,  and  Mercer.  Our  postponed  match  takes 
,lace  at  Rje  House  on  March  28— W.  Harden. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

so-called  enjoyment.   A  couple  of  swans  add  much  to  the 
restful  surroundings  of  ancient  moat  or  lake  in  an  English 
park,  but  so  large  a  number  upon  the  people's  angling  river 
is  as  unnecessary  as  it  is  inimicable.     It  might,  perhaps, 
be  a  bit  over  fifty  year3  ago  that  certain  memlers 
of  the  City    Corporation  proceeded    up  the  Thames 
in  a  comparatively  small  gilded  barge  for  "  swan  lipping, 
or    marking  certain   birds,    the   outing    having  been 
extended  to    the    subsequently    very  thriving    '  city 
of  Reading  for   the  exchange  of    municipal  civilities. 
Should  Her   Majesty   graciously    accede  to   a  reduc- 
tion of  the  Royal  swans,  the  Corporation  and  the  one 
or  two  city  companies  interested  could  hardly  decline 
to  follow  the  Royal  lead.    Kings  and  Queens  in  the  old 
days,  as  well  as  noble  lords  and  ladies,  and  members  ot 
the  corporation  and  city  companies,  all  delighted  to 
disport  on  the  Upper  Thames  in  their  gilded  barges. 
Perhaps  they  fed  and  toyed  with  the  swans,  and  the  birds 
added  to  the  pretty  scene.  New  everything  is  altered.  Some 
persons  might  seriously  argue  that,  seeing  the  numerical 
strength  of  working  men,  and  of   lower  middle-class 
anglers,  associated  in  London  angling  clubs,  these  members 
had  not  as  yet  made  a  united  and  spirited  effort  to  make 
the  Thames  a  first-i  ate  angling  river  free,  be  it  remembered , 
to  all '    Some  gentlemen  living  near  the  rivers,  and  others 
in  London,  have  never  refused  to  "  draw  their  leathers 
for  the  necessary  expenses  of  netting  waterworks  reservoirs, 
and  adding  greatly  to  the  stook  of  fish  most  sought  after 
by  the  London  club  anglers  named.    This  eventful  year 
should  mark  a  re-awaking  for  the  good  old  lather 
Thames.  W.  i. 


HATCHING  AND  NURSING  SEA  FISH. 
Thf  Americans  are  far  and  away  ahead  of  us  in  the 
•onduct  of  their  sea  fisheries.  They  do  not  let  the  fish 
manage  their  own  affairs,  but  they  look  after  them,  and 
aave  some  scores  of  hatching  and  rearing  ponds  around 
^heir  coast.  Some  years  ago  I  wrote  a  series  of  articles 
,n  the  artificial  rearing  of  sea  fish,  and  I  feel  sure  that  it 
onr  Government  could  be  induced  to  spend  some  money 
in  laving  out  suitable  places  around  our  coast  for  the 
.atching  and  rearing  of  all  kinds  of  fish,  shell  fish  inoluded , 
it  would  be  money  well  spent. 

It  must  be  patent  to  everydody  that  out  of  the  vast 
amount  of  spawn  that  is  shed  by  the  fish  a  very  small 
portion  is  fertilised  or  come  to  maturity.  The  causes  are 
various— storms  destroy  a  very  large  quantity,  trawls  and 
„ther  dragnets  also  do  their  share,  and  parasites  and  all 
kinds  of  fish  also  prey  upon  the  spawn  and  young  fry  to 
an  enormous  extent.  The  late  Frank  Buckland,  who 
devoted  as  much  time  to  the  study  and  habits  of  fish  as  any- 
l,ody  I  ever  knew,  calculated  the  number  of  eggs  to  be 
round  in  different  fish.  As  it  is  a  very  interesting  table  I 
cannot  do  better  than  give  it  : 

Name  of  Fish.  Weight.        Number  of  Eggs 

Salmon   .-.    121b   10,000 

Trout    Hb   i.008 

Carp  ..      •    14*lb   633,350 

Perch  .....    31b.  2oz.    155,620 

Mb   20,592 

jack  m>   292,320 

alb    42,840 

Cogger  eel               281b.   15,191,040 

Cod                       281b               ..  6,867,840 

201b.   4,872,000 

Smolt                      2oz   30,052 

Lump  fish            .    21b   116,640 

Brill  41b   mu:> 

Solo                         lib.  134,460 

Herring                     Jib   WfiM 

Mackerel                   lib   80,120 

TurU                   lib   385,200 

231b   14,311,200 

unW        2*ib   mm 

Plaice    41b.  15oz   144,600 

li  can  be  easily  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  if  all  these 
■  eggs  came  to  maturity  there  would  be  certainly  no 
scarcity  of  fish.  ■ 

1  am  glad  to  see  that  the  various  sex  committees  are 
rising  to  the  ocoasion,  and  are  commencing  to  see  that  it 
is  the  right  thing  to  do,  and  that  we  should  do  all  we 
possibly  can  to  preserve  the  spawn  of  the  sea  fish,  and  to 
t  protect  the  fry,  or  young  fish,  until  they  are  able  to  look 
after  themselves.         William  Hearder  (H.S.A.b.) 


|        THE  SWANS  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Her  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  his  expressly  stated 
that  in  everything  connected  with  the  ctlabration  ot  her 
long  and  famous  reign  the  interests  of  the  sick  ana 
suffering  shall  be  the  first  objects  to  be  attained,  and  one 
may,  perhaps,  venture  to  eay  that  the  interests  as  regards 

•  healthy  recreation  of  the  people-the  working  and  lower 
'  middle  classes— would  also  command  the  Queen  s  appro- 

\'  hition     Would  it  not,  therefore,  be  advisable  that  a, 
combined  effort  be  made  by  all  the  metropolitan  and 
.    riverside  working  men  angling  clubs  to  consider  the 
L  propriety  of  petitioning  her  Majesty  to  remove  a  portion  ot 

•  * the  royal  swans  from  the  Upper  Thames,  setting  forth 
Mm  such  pjtition  the  damage  to  perch  sparfn  especially, 

•  and  consequent  injury  to  the  stock  of  a  much-pmed  fish, 
I   by  so  many  swans  being  upon  the  Upper  Thames,  fariia- 

ment  should  regulate  the  speed  at  which  steam  launches 

•  and  steamboats  should  travel  on  the  upper  stretches,  ilie 
1  people's  nerves  suffer  from  all  the  hurry-scurry  of  modern 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  March  15,  at 
the  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell. 

 >♦♦■»<  

On  Tuesday  evening  next,  March  16,  Dr.  Ladell  will 
read  a  paper  before  the  Gresham  anglers  entitled  Seed 
Time  and  Harvest." 

"  On  Monday  evening,  last,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
Mr.  E.  Foreman  read  a  most  interesting  paper  on  Salmon 
Fishing  "  before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society.  Capt.  G.  Gordon  occupied  the  chair.  All  who 
looked  forward  to  the  pleasure  of  hearing  Mr.  J.  W. 
Zaehnsdorf  read  his  paper  (illustiated  by  lantern)  on 
Monday  evening,  March  15,  will  be  disappointed  ;  but  Mr. 
Zaehnsdorf  has  announced  his  intention  of  reading  it  at  an 
early  date.  ^ 

There  is  alwajs  a  favourite  "  song  for  the  season,'' no 
matter  what  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  one  may  find 
himself.  Even  as  far  as  the  wild  West  of  Ireland  they 
have  their  "  favourite."  I  hear  that  the  song  which  is 
agitating,  and  likely  to  continue  to  agitate  the  minds  ot 
many  in  the  near  future,  was  originally  written  by  Tubal 
Cain,  and  brought  up  to  date  by  Michael  Kane.  'I  he  title 
of  this  revival  is  "  The  Campbells  are  coming  !  ' 


CASTLECONNELL. 

I  think  it  is  about  fifty-two  years  since  I  first  visited 
Castlecounell.    I  was  then  not  more  than  fourteen,  but, 
young  as  I  was  at  the  time,  the  charming  beauty  of  the  lovely 
spot  had  so  impressed  me  that  I  have  never  since  ceased 
to  admire  it.    Indeed,  wh  n  I  went  down  there  yesterday 
with  an  English  friend— who  has  come  over  to  take  some 
spring  salmon  fishing  either  here  at  Killaloe  or  at  Castle- 
connell—the  beautiful  river  with  its  green  sloping  banks 
and  pretty  mansions,  and  demesnes  wooded  down  toll  1 9 
water's  edge,  seemed  to  my  enraptured  gaze  just  as 
fascinating  as  it  did  on  the  occasion  of  my  visit  more  than 
half  a  century  ago.     Of  course  the  Castleconnell  of 
to-day  is  far  different  from  the  Village  of  the  Falls  in 
years  long  past.    In  those  times  there  were  only  a  tew 
scattered  houses,  tor  the  most  part  thatched  with  straw, 
and  the  inhabitants  could  not  boast  of  post  office,  railway, 
telegraph,  church,  or  hotel.    Now  all  this  is  changed. 
The  thatched  huts  have  disappeared,  and  in  their  place 
have  sprung  up  long  rows  of  well-built  houses  ;  saveral 
handsome  villas,  commanding  exquisite  views  of  the  river  ; 
a  modern  chapel  built  in  Gothic  style ;  an  hotel  (the 
Shannon,  conducted  by  Mrs.  Enright)  second  to  none  in 
the  south  of  Ireland  ;  and  a  railway  telegraph  office.  But 
let  me  tell  about  the  fisheries  and  fishing  at  Castleconnell 
in  the  early  forties.    With  the  exception  of  a  few  otticers 
of  Her  Majesty's  Life  Guards,  and  some  otticers  from  the 
Limerick  Garrison,  very  few  sportsmen  used  to  visit  the 
nlaoe  for  the  fishing.    Of  course  the  resident  proprietors, 
S  owned leveral'fisheries,  used  to  fisl i  their  respective 
waters  each  season,  but,  if  I  remember  rightly  that 
piince  of  anglers,  Capt.  Spenser  Vans.ttart,  was  the  first 
visitor  to  settle  down  there,  and  rent  for  a  term  he 
magnificent  Doonass  Fishery,  the  yearly  rent  of  which  was 
then  only  £20.    Of  late  years  the  same  waters  have  let  at 
from  £400  t  o  £500  per  season.    Other  fisheries  there  have 
negated  in  value  in  proportion.    Well,  they  are  worth  all 
ihe  money  and  more,  for  where  else  in  these  count,  u» 
are  there  any  waters  that  yield  such  splendid  fish  '  for 
which  reason  every  reach  of  salmon  water  down  there 
are  growing  more  and  more  in  demand  each  season ; 
indeed    I    believe  that    all    of    the    preserves  are 
already-  engaged  by  English  people  this  time.  After 
having  se^n  all  of  the  different  private  waters  from  the 
•'  World's  End"  down  to  Doonass-a  rare  treat,  truly- 
we  next  paid  a  visit  to  Messrs.  Enright's  repository, 
where  the  celebrated  firm  have  now  on  view  a  very  tine 
disn lav  of  fishing  tackle,  from  the  dainty  9ft.  two  piece 
Castleconnell  greenheart  trout  rod  (more  like  a  tandem 
wh  o  than  anything  else),  built  specially  for  lady  anglers, 
To  the  powerful  20-footer.  In  the"gut  department  the  sum 
of  money  represented  by  the  enormous  quantity  at  present 
on  hand  must  be  very  considerable.    I  saw  some  excellent 
1  lmon  casts  in  various  styles-single,  treble  and  single 
SuWe  and  "ingle.    Of. salmon,  grilse, and  trout  ^s  I 
will  only  say  that  it  is  no  wonder  that  wo    hear  or 
Tuch    numbers    of    salmon    being    killed    all  along 
the    line    on    the    Shannon    when    such  tempting 
lures  arc»  offered  to  the  glittering  salmon  that  gladden 
o-r  hearts    and  souls  by  their  constant  v»s.ts  from 
th.     '  "tic  from  the  opening  to  the  closing  of  each  season. 
To  at  St  to  enumerate  all  of  the  other  requites 
I-  i  Ittn  .n  ikeui)  the  kit  of  the  modern  angler,  and 
Wv°£  T  .L  at  Messr?.  Knright's,  would  occupy  too 
mSsnacrenough  that  what  with'  Phantoms,  Devons, 
Zoo & '  reels?  lines,  fishing  baskets  &c    the  exln- 
bS'was'worth'y  of  'the  producers  of  Castleconnell 
greenheait  fishing  rods.                       B.  J.  ni  whsi. 
Abbey  View,  Killaloe.  


Although  the  close  season  on  all  rivers  under  the 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  commences  on  Monday,  which, 
of  course,  includes  the  Thames,  Medway,  Mole,  Ivel, 
Arun,  Rother,  Trent,  &c,  the  river  Lea  will  be  open  for 
roach,  chub,  &c,  until  March  31. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society 
will  take  place  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel  on  Wednesday 
eveniug  next,  March  17.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Gerald  Geoghegan,  Esq.  Applications  are  coming  in  fast, 
and  should  be  made  to  Mr.  H.  Ball,  66,  Haymarket, 
London,  W.C. 

 >♦ « ♦ <  

On  Monday  evening,  March  22,  the  annual  dinner  of  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  will  be  held  at  the  Griffin 
Hotel,  Kingston.  Lord  Inverurie  vull  preside.  Com- 
munications or  applicatiots  for  tickets,  &c,  should  be 
addressed  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  49,  High-street,  Kingston- 
on-Thames.  ^  ^ 

"  From  information  received,"  it  would  well  repay  a 
visit  to  Brandon  in  search  of  pike  or  roach.  Mr.  Rolph, 
of  the  Ram,  says  water  is  right,  and  prospects  favourable. 
There  is  no  close  time  on  the  Brandon  Ouse,  and  although 
Londoners  principally  abstain  from  fishing  during  the  fence 
months,  the  number  of  roach  is  said  to  be  so  great  that  a 
close  time  is  not  roeossary.    Yerh  sap. 

Mr.  Howes,  of  the  Bull  Inn,  Barton  Mills,  says  the 
trout  season  on  the  Lark  is  in  full  swing  just  now.  Ho 
took  one  weighing  4£lb.  Several  others  have  been  taken 
during  the  week,  amongst  them  one  of  01b.  Now,  this  is 
a  bit  of  private.  W.  H.  says:  I  saw  one  this 
morning  in  front  of  our  mill— I  quite  believe  I  am 
within  bound*  in  saying  it  weighed  twelve  pound,. 
There  were  several  smaller  ones  swimming  about  with  it 
at  the  same  spot,  and  only  wish  you  were  well  enough  to 
come  down  with  your  friend  K.  I  am  trying  to  get  up  a 
few  subscriptions  for  turning  in  another  thousand  trout 
from  Barton  Mill  to  the  Jack  Treo  Staunch.  Mr.  W. 
Howes  is  one  of  the  secretaries,  and  w  ill  be  glad  to  receive 
subscriptions  from  members  or  non-members  at  the  above 
address.  .... 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Yaie  and  Bure  Preservation 
Society  was  held  on  Monday,  Mr.  (i  C.  Davies,  in  the 
chair.  The  secretary  read  the  report  for  1890  in  which  it 
appeared  that  poaching  and  river  pollution  had  been  re- 
duced to  a  minimum .  A  fuller  account  will  appear  in  next 
week's  issue.  .  .  .  .  , 

The  Olive  Branch  A.S.  is  comparatively  new.  Their 
locale  is  the  Olive  Branch,  Park-lane,  Tottenham.  Being 
anxious  to  "move  with  the  times,"  they  will,  on  Thurs- 
day evening  next,  March  18,  hold  their  first  return  vim t. 
Mr  Ben  Wood  will  preside,  assisted  by  Mr.  C.  Roberts. 
It  is  hoped  that  London  anglers,  as  well  as  local  anglers, 
will  rally  round  this  olive  branch,  and  that  fresh  friend- 
ships may  be  cemented,  and  the  society  maintain  its 
prestige  iu  the  angling  world. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

Thf  following  list  is  specially  compiled  by  Messrs. 
u  TI.  VI?  ai  d  Hushes  of  76,  Cbancery-lane,  London 
Sw Ul  aEnVerill  &  free  of  charge  to  our  readers 
37,19  -Alfred  John  Pardy,  of  London  for  .mprovomente 

,  v,in^llsmith°rof  WoodviuTHouse,  Boulevard, 
^.-Job^R^  of  net  and  other 

attachments  to  otter  Iwaids.  . 


ON  Tuesday  evening,  March  10,  at  the  Dalston  Angling 
Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  lliownlow-street  Dalston,  a 
testimonial  will  bo  presented  to  Mr.  S.  Malby.  Mr.  S. 
Manning  will  make  the  presentation,  and  afterwards  pre- 
side  at  a  concert  which  is  to  follow.  The  vice-chair  will 
be  occupied  by  Mr,  V.  Legg.  Mr  Malby  is  deservedly 
vorv  much  respected  by  the  angling  fraternity,  and  it  goes 
without  sa> in <  that  be  will  receive  a  gigantic  ovation  on 
Tuesday  evening.  ..... 

Oliver  Pemberton,  one  of  the  best  known  and  most 
respected  men  of  which  Birminghm  could  boast,  died  on 
March  7  Ho  was  the  chief  coroner  tor  that  busy  city, 
and  many  are  the  instances  in  which  his  love  for  those 
under  his  charge  has  been  demonstrated.  The  hrnnngham 
Daily  Mati  speaks  in  the  most  highly  eu  ogistic  terms  ot 
this  great  man.  But  it  U  as  an  angler  that  he  is  meut.oned 
hero    "  To  see  him  equipped  for  a  day's  tishmg  was  a 
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tonic  in  ittfolf  for  the  bilious  stomach  of  the  ordinary 
man.  .  .  .  Every  busy  man,  and  ovory  man  who  was 
not  busy,  for  the  matter  of  that,  ouiht,  no  used  to  say, 
to  cultivate  anriio  chcurfid  and,  at  tin  sunn  time,  restful 
hobby  outside  tlio  liumdriun  of  his  own  daily  work.  TL 
hobby  ho  used  to  recommend  was  fishing.  There  was 
nothing  liko  it,  he  always  maintained,  as  a  brain  invigora 
tor  and  nerve  restorative."    {nequieacal  in  pure.] 

 >  »»♦  <  

I  am  given  to  understand  that  March  21  will  be  the  lost 
day  on  which  the  privilege  tickets  and  exchange  cards  can 
bo  used  in  connection  with  Mr.  A.  A.  Kldridge's  excursions 
to  Pulborough  and  Amborloy. 

"  It  is  satisfactory  to  find,"  Fays  the  Western  Mail, 
"  that  the  committee  at  whoso  girdle  hang  the  keys  of  the 
Cardiff  Roath  I'ark  are  not  stone  doaf  to  argument  and 
reason.  They  have  now  cancelled  the  absurd  regulation 
limiting  tilling  in  the  Inko  to  fly-fishers  only.  The 
ground  fisherman  is  to  be  called  in  and  allowed  to  share 
tlio  good  things  which  the  lake  provides.  This  is  exactly 
the  attitude  which  the  committee  ought  to  have  taken 
from  the  beginning,  and  it  is  beyond  one's  comprehension 
how  they  over  banned  tho  man  of  floats  and  baits.  Their 
exchequer,  they  will  soon  find,  will  be  all  the  better  for 
the_  concession.  The  trout  in  the  lake,  wo  are  told,  are 
beside  themselves  with  excitement,  flinging  their  caps  as 
high  as  tho  surrounding  trees,  anticipating  revenge  on 
their  ancient  foes,  the  eels." 

From  the  Westminster  Gazette  it  is  gathered  that  a 
large  number  of  salmon  have  been  caught  during  the  last 
fortnight  by  the  Royal  keepers  on  the  Queen's  waters  in 
the  Dee,  so  that  Windsor  Castle  Las  been  well  supplied 
with  her  Majesty's  own  fish.  The  Queen  has  fourteen 
miles  of  falmon  fishing  in  the  Dee,  the  Balmoral  water 
extending  for  seven  miles  from  Invercauld  Bridge  to 
Balmoral  Bridge,  when  the  Abergeldie  stretch  begins. 
When  the  rest  is  empty  these  waters  swarm  with  salmon, 
and  there  are  a  number  of  excellent  pools  which  are  very 
easily  fished.  The  Princess  of  Wales  and  her  daughters 
are  most  expert  anglers,  but  the  only  other  patron  of  "  the 
contemplative  man's  recreation  "  among  the  Royal  Family 
is  the  Duke  of  Coburg,  who  has  not  visited  Balmoral  for 
many  years. 

The  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which  opened  on  Tuesday  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium,  is  the  sixth  annual  event,  and  is  a 
success  in  every  respect,  There  are  more  exhibitors  than 
previously,  and  the  arrangements  permit  the  visitor  to 
view  the  innumerable  rods,  tackle,  lines,  flies,  &c  ,  under 
the  most  favourable  conditions.  The  supplemental  die- 
play  of  fishing  boats,  punts,  &c. ,  is  also  excellent 


,  ,'E  m,  es  AuglinS  News  "  for  March  (No.  5)  is  to 
hand.  The  piece  de  resistance  is  an  interview,  by  "  Our 
.Special  Interviewer"  (Mr.  F.H.  Amphlett),  of  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston.  There  is  a  fine  portrait  of  the  Editor  of  the 
*  is/,  i  ng  Gazette  given  with  this  interview  ;  and  I  certainly 
must  congratulate  the  interviewer  in  having  elicited  so 
much  informatron  of  interest  to  all  lovers  of  the  Thames 
I\ow,  *  redely,  that  was  very  smart  of  you  to  c  ill  on  Wed- 
nesday (when  Parliament  has  a  half -day)  to  see  the 
Editor  mat  as  he  was  about  to  lunch.  It  is  a  proof  that  I 
was  not  at  St.  Dunstan's.  However,  you  enjoyed  your 
luncheon,  and  you  came  to  business  in  right  good  style 
Why  you  got  as  much  information  in  your  twenty 
minutes  as  1  can  sometimes  get  in  a  week. 

 »♦♦■»■<  

No  wonder  that  the  author  of  the  "Lower  and  Mid 
lhames  should  make  the  Thames  the  basis  of  his  inter- 
view. And  Mr.  Marston  says :  "  I  have  known  the 
lhames  eversrLcal  was^,  t  aby ;  lad  some  good  barbel 
fishing  at  W  alton  ;  also  fly  fishing  for  chub  and  dace  at 
leddington  and  Isleworth."  And  then  the  interviewer 
remarks  :  I  was  reading  your  capital  book, '  Walton  and 
the  Earlrer  Fishmg  Writers,'  and  if  I  recollect  rightly,  you 
refer-  to  your  dace  fishing  ?  "  Which  brings  out  the  follow- 
mg  httle  anecdote,  and  I  regret  I  cannot  give  many  more 
interesting  and  instructive  paragraphs,  But  must  refer 
readers  to  the  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  itself  : 

"  J!,8'  In  mJ  introductory  chapter  I  state  that  one  of 
frL  fl  efsaysinfly-fish.ngwas  for  dace  in  the  Thames 
from  the  meadows  opposite  Kew  Gardens.  These  meadows 
are  interacted  by  deep  dykes.  There  was  a  schooTof  giris 
walking  along  the  towing  path  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  As  I  was  moving  along  the  bank,  I  suppose  I  must 
have  been  looking  at  the  girls,  or  I  should  not  have 
suddenly  gone  bodily  into  a  dyke  6ft.  deep.  Luckily  the 
tide  was  low,  and  the  mud  was  soft ;  but  I  did  not  venture 
™  PCrtntl1  t^.ripplea  of  laughter  from  across  the 
1™ *     a  gr°T  famt  ln  the  distance.    But  I  caught 

I  h rl  rJ  erl°°  P^86'  which  then  had  a  'oil  gate  on  it, 
St ffi  1IeaD  fa-haFpecn?y  *°  V»*  the  g^ekeeper.  Bu 
kt.  f  eter  is  a  friend  of  the  fisherman,  and  the  offer  of 

•ih'ritv  'e7r  rfe6  1  °f-  to3  mone^  ™s  -cepted  with 
todEJ*  T V  ^1  lnoldeatasif  it  only  happened 

oH  river  fl^V6  alW^  iak6n  t16  *reatest  interest  hr  the 
n  1 ™ '  rd!am  *?ad  t0  8ee  ik  is  getting.much  purer- 
nice  gravel,  where  there  used  to  be  sLx  inchfs  of  mud  " 


bnrtrX  Sj?  riVeral  ln1nines,  the  nineteen  fine  healthy 
aitt M  din  the  Lea  recently  at  Rye  House  were  the 
gift  of  Mrs  Sowerbutts.  The  late  Mr.  T.  Sowerbutts 
was  tond  of  putting  barbel  in  the  Lea,  and  it^s  verv 
peasant  to  find  thathis  wife  and  son,  who  are  successfully 
carrying  on  the  business,  intend  continuing  thes d  rifts  to 
the  river  as  often  as  occasion  permits  P 


Mit.  W.  H.  Brougham,  the  veteran  T.A.P.S.  sec  . 
"  enters  on  his  78th  year  on  Monday  next."  Now,  I  am 
not  uuito  sure  about  his  birthday.  Monday  will  be 
March  16  (first  day  of  the  close  season).  Whether  it  be 
Sunday  or  Monday,  Mr.  Brougham,  I  wish  you  many 
happy  returns  of  the  day  !  And  that  you  may  live  to  see 
some  of  the  fruits  of  your  thirty-eight  years  of  faithful 
service  ! 


Mr.  J.  H.  Nettlesiiii',  the  superintendent  of  theGreat 
Eastern  Railway,  died  last  week.  He  had  been  in  failing 
health  for  some  few  weeks,  suffering  from  an  affection  of 
the  heart.  Mr.  Nettleship  was  a  Gainsborough  man.  For 
foity  years  he  had  been  connected  with  the  service  .of  the 
G.E.R.,  succeeding  seven  years  ago  to  the  responsible 
post  of  superintendent,  when  Mr.  James  Robertson  died 
Before  assuming  the  position  he  held  at  his  death  he  was 
assistant-superintendent  for  nine  years.  The  directors  of 
the  line  will  miss  his  services,  but  not  more  than  the 
employes  of  the  line,  to  all  the  thousands  of  whom  he  had 
ever  been  a  sincere  and  generous  friend. 


"Bally  Gunge"  writes  (and  bally  gudc  it  is):  "At 
this  reason  of  the  year  there  are,  doubtless,  many  lovers 
of  the  rod  on  the  look-out  for  really  good  trout  fishing. 
To  such  I  would  withcut  hesitation  recommend  a  visit  to 
the  Yorkshire  Derwent,  for  we  are  told  by  the  angling 
correspondent  of  the  Standard  that '  a  certain  club  on  that 
river  is  turning  in  3000  yearlings  in  readiness  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  trout  season.'  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  anglers  on 
this  particular  stretch  will  carefully  overhaul  their  landing 
nets,  and  see  that  there  are  no  holes  in  them,  great  or 
small ;  so  shall  they,  doubtless,  enjoy  '  excellent  pastime,' 
unlets,  indeed,  some  of  them  are  pulled  into  the  river  by 
these  monsters  of  the  deep  !  " 


A  short  time  ago  "Piscator,"  in  the  Birmingham 
Daily  Mail,  descanted,  and  quite  properly,  on  the  pro- 
bability, possibility,  and  even  the  desirability  of  "banding 
together  the  fly -fishermen  of  Birmingham,  and  to  hold  a 
weekly  or  monthly  meeting,  where,  over  the  pipe  and  glass, 
matters  of  interest  might  be  discussed,  and  occasional 
papers  read,  &c."  Now,  I  happened  to  notice  the  "  pipe 
and  glass"  allusion  to  the  F.F.C.,  and  (in  imagination,  of 
course)  I  could  see  the  archbishops,  bishops,  and  lesser 
dignitaries  of  the  Church,  the  dukes,  lords,  Q.C.'s 
barristers,  men  of  light,  men  of  learning,  men  of  letters, 
hailing  from  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  and  who,  when  in 
town,  make  it  their  "  Club,"  just  trying  to  realise  the 
dignity  to  which  they  had  been  raised. 


And  in  friendly  reply  to  "  Piscator,"  I  simply  said  I 
had  never  known  them  to  discuss  their  business  with  their 
grog  ;  which  elicited  (in  March  5  B.  D.  M.)  the  following  : 
Dragnet  takes  me  to  task  for  suggesting,  in  the  course 
of  my  remarks  on  the  proposed  fly  fishers'  club  for 
Birmingham,  that  the  dignified  club  which  has  its  head- 
quarters at  the  Arundel  Hotel,  London,  discusses  its 
affairs  over  '  pipe  and  glass.'  They  never  do  such  a  thing 
he  says,  and,  therefore,  I  most  willingly  withdraw  the 
inference.  It  is  gratifying  to  know,  that  there  is  at  least 
one  anglers  club  where  pipes  and  glasses  are  eschewed." 

Do  not  misunderstand  me,  good  "  Piscator."  Your 
scheme  is  a  good  one.  I  happen  to  know  that  you  in 
Birmingham  are  lipe  for  a  fly  fishers'  club,  and  that  if  it 
be  carried  out  on  the  lines  you  suggest  it  will  be  the  right 
thing,  and  grow  and  prosper— at  least  I  hope  so.  In 
London  we  have  what  is  known  as  a  Junior  Fly  Fishers' 
Socrety.  I  have  the  honour  to  be  one  of  its  vice-presidents. 
Although  Junior "  there  are  some  veterans  amongst 
Zu^'r  , lds  lts  meetings  every  Thursday  evening  at 
the  Masons  Hall  Tavern,  Moorgate-street,  City  The 
subscription  is  small ;  the  advantages  great !  Occasional 
papers,  discussions,  outings,  medals  for  best  fish,  renting 
(as  tar  as  means  will  allow)  of  new  waters— and  all  this 

oyer  the  friendly  pipe  and  glass  !  "  Why  not  ?  I'm  on 
milk  diet  for  another  fortnight,  and  then— well,  I  shall 
wish  continued  prosparity  to  the  London  "  Juniors  "  and 
await  with  interest  the  formation  of  the  Birmingham  fly 
fishers  club.  a  ' 


?  J\-?f  .mystery  will  be  prolonged  until  the 
mystery  of  life  is  unsettled.  A  correspondent  starts  a, 
theory  as  to  the  origin  of  fish  life  in  waters  to  which  there 
appears  to  be  no  ordinary  means  of  access  for  fish,  and 
yet  m  the  course  of  years  the  place  is  "  All  alive,  oh  '  "  with 
perch,  roach,  &c  Of  course,  this.is  not  new,  there  being 
nothing  new  under  the  sun.  The  theme  is  none  the 
less  fascinating  on  that  account,  nor  will  it  lose  its  charm 
so  long  as  reason  and  analogy  fail  to  clear  up  the  mystery 
A  pond^is  made  on  a  hillside,  the  waters  of  which  are 
collected  from  drainage  through  moss  and  fern-moisture 
which  tails  from  the  clouds  and  trickles  down  from  the 
higher  ground  never  baring  touched  a  pool  or  stream  in 
its  descent  Still,  it  is  in  time  pregnant  with  fish  life. 
How  or  why  ?  Ay  !  there's  the  rub.  There  is  a  fish  pond 
at  some  distance  below  or  probably  a  stream,  but  the 
water  from  the  lower  districts  does  not  mount  the  hill. 
Where  do  the  fish  come  from  ?  It.  is  suggested,  and  not 
unreasonably  so,  that  the  process  is  analogous  to  that  of 
seeds  being  carried  m  the  air  from  field  to  field  and 
deposited  m  various  places,  where,  finding  suitable  soil 
theyXive16  gM  COIlditioDS  of  environment, 
 J-^M  

^wfcllfi8h'  txc!Pfc  th.at  the  eerm8  of  fish-life  are  not 
probably  borne  by  tire  wind,  but  by  other  agencies.  Birds 
having  bathed  in  water  replete  with  fish  spawn,  may  have 

™  ??  andib°dy  f6ath6-rs  brou«ht  in  c°nta<*  w£h  the 
spawn,  which  they  unconsciously  carry  to  the  pond  on  the 


hill,  and  in  the  next  bath  wash  it  off,  and  so  start  the 
cess  of  life  by  leaving  the  spawn  to  fructify  in  due  seas, 
or  they  may  eat  it  up,  and  pass  some  out  in  an  undiger 
statewhen  at  the  higher  pond;  or,  what  is  the  more  probable 
frogs  and  toads,  and  other  animals,  may  carry  the  spawn 
which  has  adhered  to  their  bodies,  and  remove  it  in  a 
similar  manner.  The  subject  is  full  of  charm  and  interest 
and  may  prompt  some  of  my  scientific  readers  to  offer  a 
more  feasible  explanation  than  are  here  given. 

A  merry  party  started  on  Monday  last  from  the  E 
Railway  Station,  on  the  Brighton  line,  for  Dorking-^t 
Epsom  anglers,  a  similar  number  of  the  Kingston  Pis 
torials,  and  the  Greenwich  boy,  or  "  Below-bridge  man 
Yarns  made  the  journey  lighter,  and  the  fun  grew  fast  as 
we  neared  Dorking.  Mr.  Holding's  yarn  of  "  Mrs, 
Macginnis'  1st  of  April,"  and  the  "Thatched  One's" 
duck  story  made  Mr.  Dix,  the  Epsom  treasurer  laugh 
until  the  untold  gold  in  his  pockets  rattled  like  hail  upon 
the  windows.  So  much  noise  did  we  make,  that  the 
station  master  at  Box  Hill  asked  where  the  "  bean  feast" 
was  going  to  be.  Messrs.  Amphlett  and  Hankins  tried 
to  keep  the  other  three  in  order,  but  at  last  they  sue 
cumbed  to  the  general  mirth.  We  had  a  glorious  day  but 
bad  sport;  roach  right  off.  Thanks,  however,  to'  tkr 
two  poachers,  the  party  did  not  return  empty  handed 
Rabbit  skins  will  be  plentiful  in  Kingston,  Epsom,  and 
Greenwich  for  at  least  a  week.  [And  the  mighty  Epsomite 
who  sends  me  tlris  true  story  without  a  blush,  without 
even  turning  tho  colour  of  the  straw  in  his  hat,  says, 
'  All  we  lacked  to  complete  the  day's  enjoyment  was  the 
society  of  '  Dragnet  !  "-'■] 

One  of  the  prominent  "  fUmers,"  or  head  lines  in  a 
daily  paper  this  week  was  entitled  "  Fatal  Colliery 
Accident  in  Kent,"  and  had  reference  to  the  sad  and 
sudden  death  of  eight  poor  fellows  who,  with  others  were 
engaged  in  sinking  a  shaft  for  coal  between  Dover  and 
Folkestone.  Quite  apart  from  the  lamentable  loss  of  life 
this  news  is  of  anything  but  good  omen  to  the  London 
angling  fraternity,  and  should  be  a  matter  of  serious  con- 
sideration for  Brighton  and  other  home  counties'  anglers  • 
for  in  all  probability  it  presages  the  transformation  into" 
another  "  Black  Country  "  of  Kent,  the  garden  of  England, 
and  Sussex,  that  most  fishful  of  counties. 

 >  »♦♦<  

That  this  is  no  alarmist  view  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
the  railings  round  St.  Paul's  were  made  of  Sussex  iron 
smelted  by  wood,  in  the  days  before  the  industry  was 
rendered  unprofitable  in  the  south  by  the  opening  up  of 
collieries  further  afield,  near  to  districts  where  iron  ore  is 
also  procurable.  Now,  however,  if  coal  can  be  found  in 
Kent  the  working  of  the  iron  ore  of  the  neighbouring 
county  of  Sussex  will  soon  be  CDnsidered  a  tempting 
enterprise  for  capitalists.  Then  the  natural  beauties  of 
both  counties  will  be  rapidly  effaced,  a  smoky  pill  will 
replace  their  present  pure  atmosphere,  and,  worst  of  all 
the  Aran,  the  Eastern  and  Western  Rother,  the  Ouse,  the' 
Cuckmere,  and,  perhaps,  also  the  Medway,  will  becoma 
mere  polluted,  Ashless  highways  for  a  grimy  traffic. 
>*»♦<- 


The  news  of  the  capture  with  roach  tackle  of  a  bream 
of  51b.  15oz.  in  the  Ferry  Boat  waters  of  the  Lea,  at 
I  ottenham,  reminds  me  of  that  chapter  of  the  late  gifted 
*  .  *  Wheeldon's  "  Angling  Resorts  near  London,"  in 
which  he  states  truly  enough  that  the  well-known  Lea 
angler,  Ima  Da  Costa  "  (who  still  revisits  the  scene  of 
his  many  former  triumphs),  was  often  to  be  found  at  the 
Bridge  Pool,  tearing  the  bream  out  "  bv  the  scruff  of  their 
necks."  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  many  more  large 
fish  of  that  and  other  species  would  reward  Lea  anglers 
enterprising  enough  to  adopt  worm  baiting  on  the  liberal 
scale  of  their  Nottingham  and  Midland  brethren.  Very 
heavy  baiting  would,  of  course,  be  useless  in  cold  weather. 
Nottingham  Bailey,  the  famous  opponent  of  London's 
crack  roach  angler,  Woodard,  entertained  a  well  founded 
opinion  that  bream  would  not  feed  when  the  temperature 
was  under  50°.  .  But  a  plentiful  and  judicious  use  of 
worms  m  Walton's  river  during  the  more  genial  months 
would  be  lrkely  to  yield  surprises  to  many  people  who  now 
consider  the  Lea  to  be  "  played  out." 


A  friend  writes  to  me  as  follows  ;  "  I  notice  that  the" 
Datly  Mad,  m  a  recent  paragraph  referring  to  London 
water,  advocated  the  procuring  of  a  fresh  supply  from  a 
convenient  WeLh  lake,  before  it  is  too  late  1    At  any  rate 
the  advice  is  sound,  and  none  the  less  welcome  for  having 
been  previously  urged  in  other  quarters,  notably  in  an  A 
article  by  '  Clayr  Kenwal '  in  your  columns,  and  also  by 
numerous  jottings  over  your  own  signature.  Eventually 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  we  shall  havo  all  London  united  in' 
favour  of  the  very  water  cure,  which  too  many,  who— 
should  know  better,  have  been  ready  to  decry." 

 >♦♦•»■<  

A  largh    female    pike,   weighing    just  over  201b  , 
measuring  38in.  in  length  and  Win.  in  girth,  met  with  a 
poor  fate  in  the  Claydon  pond,  Ipswich,  of  the  Gipping  j 
preserved  waters  recently,  having  boon  discovered  dead 
through  injury    caused  by    some  unfortunate  angle. 

hooking  and  getting  smashed  by  that  big  fish." 


I've  a  nice  young  canary  at  home, 

He  lives  in  a  beautiful  cage, 
And  he  whistles  away  from  the  dawn  of  the  day 

As  if  he  were  out  for  a  wage. 
Canary  is  fond  of  a  fish, 

For  reasons  there's  no  need  to  search ; 
And  all  through  the  day  that  fish  is  his  prey— 

What  fish  do  you  think  ?   Why,  a  porch  ! 

Dr\<  M 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS. 


Permanent  Protection  from  Chill. 

JAEGER 


^    ^     «$>%V*     ^"    %V  ^ 

"Health  Culture"  &  Jaeger  Coy.'s  Price  List  sent  free. 

JAEGER  DEPOTS  :— 

3  and  4,  PRINCES-ST.,  CAVEND1SH-SQ.  (near  Regent-circus). 
126,  REGENT-STREET  (near  the  Quadrant). 
30,  SLOANE-STREET  (adjoining  McPherson's  Gymnasium). 
456,  STRAND  (near  Trafalgar-square). 
85  and  86,  CHEAPSIDE  (near  King-street). 
TAILORING  (only): 
42,  CONDUIT-STREET,  NEW  BOND-STREET,  W. 
The  Jaeger  goods  are  sold  in  many  Towns.    Address  se 
from  Jaeger  Co.'s  Head  Office,  95,  Milton  Street,  E.  C. 
TRACE  MARK  TESTED 


es^  & 


Maggi  s 
CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tubes, 
Is.  8d. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  10|d. 


French  Soups 

(33  Varieties). 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is.  td. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  7d. 


ON 

UNDERWEAR. 


FOR 
PURE  Wi 


Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  be  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19, 1896. 

Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi  s  Consomme.  We  have  found  the 
Ponsommfe  excellent  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  GOth  Rifles,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Consomme  excellent.  <.o  g      ,  Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  1896. 

I  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con- 
sidered   The  Consomme  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried, 
oiaerea.    j.uev,uuou  f         (Signed)         Joseph  Russell-JeAFFERSON,  F.B.G.S.,  &c. 


OF  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

OSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET, 

LONDON,  W.> 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme  may  be  tasted  daily. 


EIGHTY-THREE  SALMON 

Were  taken  last  season  on  one  of  our  SPECIAL  SINGLE  OUTCASTS. 

DEN  &,  SCOTFORD, 

|  19,  LEICESTER   SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. 

FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

GRAND  SHOW  of  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  &c,  at  the  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 

,  nxro"w  open. 

Fine  Collection  of  SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS  in  DARK  QREfNHEAKT.  Lot 
h       of  SALMON,  PIKE,  and  THAMES  TROUT  SPINNING  RODS  in  DARK  OREENHEARI . 

The  Perfect  NOTTINGHAM  RODS  in  all  styles. 
A.  Grand  Collection  of  REELS  worthy  of  Inspection. 
SPECIAL    PRICE    LIST   FOR   THIS    EXHIBITION    SENT    POST    FREE    TO   ANY  ADDRESS. 

D.  SLATER, ACME         REEL  NEW ARK-ON  TRENT. 

1  H^wnTAL  NOTICE  TO  THE  TRADE. 

roar  new  Trade  List  i.  JFZSZZftS  Tackle  DeaU,*  wM  do  weU  in  giving  ouv  Hoted  RODS,  REELS,  and  TACKLE  ..tad 
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ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 


10*B  COM  PKTJTIO.V. — MARCH  22. 
CoNDlTio.NH  OV  Match. 

OoHFKTTTOBfl  lo  moot  at  the  Roso  and  Crown, _  St. 
Margaret's,  on  the  nrrival  of  the  train  that  leaves  Liver- 
pool -utroot  Station  at  9.8  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  March  21  ; 
to  glart  fishing  hy  signal;  and  to  woigh  fiHh  in  at  the 
Roso  and  Crown  liy  f>.,'!()  p.m.  Any  coinpotitor  failing  to 
attend  to  weigh  Iiih  fish  at  that  timo  to  he  disqualified. 
Ono  rod  only  to  bo  uRod.  All  fish  to  weigh  (according  to 
lieu  measurement)  with  the  exception  of  jack,  perch,  eels, 
hloak,  gudgeon,  and  minnows.  No  live-baiting  or  raking 
allowed.  Tickets  Is.  oach,  to  ho  had  of  any  member  of 
th<  committee,  and  at  the  various  angling  crabs.  Com- 
petitors must  be  mombers  holding  privilege  tickets  from 
the  Anglers'  or  Central  Associations,  or  cards  of  member- 
ship of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.^ 

In  tho  event  of  the  prizes  not  being  all  taken  on 
March  21,  unsucoossful  competitors  will  be  allowed  to 
again  compete  on  March  28. 

S.  Mai.hy  (Secretary), 
9,  Canterbury-road,  Balls'  Pond-rcad,  Islington,  N. 


READING   AND   DISTRICT  ANGLING 

ASSOCIATION. 
Tn  io  annual  gonoral  meeting  and  dinner  of  this,  one  of  the 
oldest  Thames  preservation  societies,  was  held  recently 
at  headquarters,  tho  Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading, 
the  president,  Col.  James  Simcnds,  1st  V.B.  Royal 
Berkshire  Regiment,  in  the  chair.  Tho  members  at  the 
meeting  included  Mr.  Wm.  Ferguson  (Mayor  of  Reading), 
Messrs.  W.  W.  Ridley,  Alfred  Hurley,  Henry  Creed, 
Arthur  C.  Butler,  A.  H.  Bull,  W,  Bonny,  W.  G. 
Flanagan,  T.  Mackrill,  A.  McNeil,  and  F.  Brown  (hon. 
seoritiry).  From  the  annual  report  it  appeared  that  the 
association  are  doing  a  grand  work  in  preserving  and  re- 
stocking the  Thames  from  Goring  to  Shiplake,  besides 
protecting  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Kennetand  the  private 
fisheries  of  the  Patrick  stream  and  river  Loddon. 
After  flood  time  ditches  and  backwaters  have  been  netted, 
and  numbers  of  very  fine  fish  replaced  in  the  river.  In 
June  last  73  trout,  400  barbel,  24  chub,  900  perch,  and 
thousands  of  small  fish  were  thus  secured,  all  of  which 
would  undoubtedly  ha\e  been  lost  to  the  fishery.  The 
protei  tion  of  perch  spawn,  and  the  introduction  of  fresh 
blcoi  into  the  Thames  from  the  Kennet  and  other  sources 
has  been  constantly  kept  in  sight.  It  is  Calculated"  that 
some  11,000  perch,  a  number  of  grayling,  1640  cirp, 
10,00(1  roach,  270  tench,  500  rudd,  400  bream,  all  large, 
and  7000  crayfish,  have  thus  been  introduced. 

The  cash  account  shows  that  the  income  for  the  year 
(including  a  balance  of  £10  Is.  3d.  brought  forward) 
amounted  to  £67  6s.  Id.  The  total  expenditure  was 
£  19  13s.  l£d.,  and  consequently  there  was  a  balance  at  the 
close  of  the  year's  account  of  £17  12s.  lljd.  A  donation 
of  £5  was  received  from  the  Rivers  Re-stocking  and  Pre- 
servation Association  too  late  to  be  included  in  the  1896 
cash  account. 

Mr.  Butler  moved,  and  Mr.  Flanagan  seconded  the  re- 
election of  the  president,  and  the  vote  was  passed  by 
acclamation. 

The  Chairman  expressed  his  pleasure  in  filling  the  office 
again,  and  moved  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Charles  Stephens 
as  hon.  treasurer;  this  resolution,  having  been  seconded 
by  Mr.  Creed,  was  also  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  McNeil  moved,  and  Mr.  Bull  seconded,  the  re- 
appointment of  Messrs.  R.  Benyon,  A.  C.  Butler,  H. 
Creed,  W.  Ferguson,  A.  Hurley,  R.  B.  Marston,  W.  W. 
Ridley,  and  William  Senior  as  vice-presidents,  with  the 
addition  to  the  list  of  the  name  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  of 
Southstoke  (suggested  by  Mr.  Butler  as  a  recognition 
of  that  gentleman's  great  services  in  the  interests  of 
Thames  anglers  by  founlling  the  Henley  Association,  and 
in  other  ways,  and  also  his  eminence  as  a  piscatorial 
writer). 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  McNeil,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hurley, 
the  Mayor  and  Mr.  Creed  were  requested  to  again  act 
as  auditors,  and  both  gentlemen  kindly  consented  to  do  so. 

The  committee  were  re-elected  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Creed,  secorded  by  Mr.  Butler;  and  the  hon.  secretary 
(Mr.  Frederick  Brown),  on  the  proposition  of  the 
president  ,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bull. 

The  dinner  which  followed  proved  a  most  enjoyable 
function.  Col.  Simonds  again  presided,  supported  in  the 
vice-chair  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Bull.  Among  the  company,  in 
addition  to  the  gentlemen  mentioned  at  the  general 
meeting,  were  Dr.  J.  T.  Freeman,  Dr.  Nicholls  Mr 
Thomas  Crumplen,  Mr.  Frank  Cross,  Mr.  W.  J.  Stapley 
Mr.  W.  Gait  Millar,  Mr.  A.  Beeson,  Mr.  J.  C.  Rose,  Mr. 
P.  LeCouteur,  Mr.  James  Neale.  Mr.  T.  Sawyer,  Mr 
T.  J.  Walker,  Mr.  E.  Simmons,  Mr.  Percy  Edwards,  and 
Mr.  J.  F.  Morgan.  Letters  of  regret  at  inability  to 
attend  were  read  from  Mr.  C.  T.  Murdoch  MP  Mr 
W.  G.  Mount,  M.P.,  Mr.  R,  B.  Marston,  Lieut.  Beli!  Mr. 
C  .  B.  SteveDs,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin,  &c. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Butler  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Mayor 
and  Corporation  of  Reading."  They  were  all  convinced 
—though  they  might  disagree  on  certain  points— 
that  the  members  of  the  corporation  all  did  their  best 
to  promote  the  true  interests  of  the  town  ;  and  the 
members  of  the  body  corporate  were  men  who 
had  proved  their  capacity  to  look  after  their  own 
business  affairs,  which  was  proof  of  their  ability  to 
manage  the  concerns  of  the  borough.  The  corporation 
had  always,  in  his  long  experience,  been  fortunate  in 
the  selection  of  their  head  j  but  he  could  remember  no 
chief  magistrate  more  marked  by  lusiness  ability  and 
integrity,  suavity  of  manner,  and  fondness  of  heart,  than 
the  present  Mayor.    His  Worship  had  a  very  arduous 


term  boforo  him ;  but  with  tho  support  he  would  receive 
from  all  they  could  not  doubt  of  his  success.  Mr.  Butler 
added  that  ho  proposed  the  toast  on  the  present  occasion 
with  especial  pleasure,  because  when  he  conceived  the 
nrojectof  forming  an  angling  preservation  society  for  the 
district  Mr.  Wm.  Ferguson  was  tho  first  gentleman  to 
whom  ho  broached  the  subject.  From  that  day  to  the 
present  Mr.  Ferguson  had  been  indefatigable  in  promoting 
their  interests,  acting  not  oujy  on  the  committee,  but  as 
an  auditor. 

The  mayor,  in  thanking  the  company  for  the  very  kind 
way,  in  which  they  had  received  the  toast,  said  the  corpora- 
tion were  coming  to  the  verge  of  the  preparat  ions  necessary 
to  commemorate  in  a  fit  and  becoming  manner  the  jubilee 
of  the  sixtieth  year  of  tho  reign  of  the  Queen,  and  he 
hoped  tho  tiwn  of  Reading  would  loyally  support  the 
mayor  as  it  did  his  predecessor  in  1887.  As  they  were 
aware,  it  had  been  already  decided  that  it  should  be  a  day 
of  festivities,  and  to  appeal  also  to  philanthropy  for  sub- 
scriptions to  carry  out  the  more  immediate  wishes  of  Her 
Majesty  by  doing  some  good  for  the  deserving  poor. 

Mr.  Creed  proposed  Fish  Culture  and  Kindred  Associ- 
ations." coup'oi  with  tho  name  of  Mr.  Crumplen,  and 
said  they  were  all  working  in  the  one  good  cause  of  in- 
creasing fish  and  stopping  poaching. 

Mr.. Crumplen  replied  in  an  able  speech.  If  he  were  to 
go  in  detail  into  the  question  of  fish  culture,  he  sa  d,  he 
would  detain  them  all  the  evening.  The  principal  points* 
to  note  in  regard  to  the  Thames,  the  noble  river  they  all 
loved  so  well,  were  continual  re-stacking  and  crossing  with 
the  right  strains.  Tho  Thames  was  the  finest  fishing  river 
in  the  world  of  a  similar  kind,  and  it  was  splendidly  pro- 
tected, so  that  tho  sport  afforded  to  all,  and  particularly 
to  the  vast  majority  who  were  coarse  fish  anglers,  was  im- 
proving year  ;j.by  year,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  these 
societies. 

The  president  gave  the  toast  of  the,  evening,  "  The 
Reading  and  District  Angling  Association."  which  was 
enthusiastically  received,  and  hon.  secretary  Mr.  F. 
Brown  responded.  The  evening  was  made  most  enjoyable 
by  excellent  vocal  and  instrumental  musi<\ 


LEVENSHULME  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

The  seventh  annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  at 
the  headquarters,  Pack  House  Hotel,  Levenshulme, 
Manchester,  on  the  26th  ult.  Mr.  C.  H.  Robinson, 
president,  occupied  the  chair  in  the  after-dii  ner  pro- 
ceedings. Mr.  Charles  Mason,  of  the  Minnehaha 
Minstrels,  presided  at  the  piano,  and  rendered  some 
capital  selections  in  a  masterly  style.  Mr.  Taylor,  of  the 
same  troupe,  proved  quite  a  host  in  himself,  his  clever 
solos  on  the  flageolet,  coupled  with  songs  and  bone  selec- 
tions, kept  the  company  in  roars  of  laughter  at  every 
performance. 

Mr.  James  Smith,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
artistes  who  had  entertained  them,  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  society  was  one  of  the  most  prosperous  in  Lan- 
cashire, and  hoped  that  when  any  of  the  gentlemen  were 
in  Manchester,  and  wanted  a  day's  fishing,  they  would 
make  their  call  upon  the  society,  and  have  a  day's  fishing 
in  their  private  waters.  J.  Pendrigh. 


jjioteg  from  tfte  Hottf,. 

Mr.  Archer,  inspector  of  salmon  fisheries  for  Scotland, 
lately  instituted  a  system  of  marking  salmon,  which  is  now 
bearing  fruit,  and  which  pron  ises  some  rare  tit-bits  of 
speculation  for  the  future  as  to  the  habits  of  salmo  salar. 

The  most  interesting  discovery  may  be  summarised  as 
follows:  reading  backwards  from  the  original  label.  Mr. 
James  Wedderspoon,  factor  at  Gordon  Castle,  to  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  caught,  marked 
and  labelled,  near  Fochabers,  on  the  Spey,  a  female 
salmon,  on  Dec.  14,  1S96.  It  then  weighed  151b.,  and 
although  not  fully  ripe,  the  fullness  of  its  stomach  left  no 
doubt  that  it  would  spawn  during  the  winter.  On  Feb.  24 
last,  Mr.  Ritchie,  Angling  on  the  park  water  of  the  Dee 
caught  the  same  fish,  duly  labeUed  "  1647A,"  at  the 
dorsal  fin.  It  was  fully  ripe  for  spawning,  and 
weighed  fully  141b.  The  label  was  sent  to  the  Fishery 
Board  Office,  and  the  above  facts  are  the  result. 
The  difference  in  the  weight  of  the  fish  is  immaterial, 
both  being  practically  the  same.  In  fact,  its  gravid  con- 
dition at  both  times  accounts  for  no  increase  during  the 
interval  between  the  first  and  second  capture— an  interval 
of  two  months  and  some  days. 

The  fish  when  got  on  Dec.  14  was  in  the  Spey,  when 
caught  the  other  week  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Dunnator,  it 
was  well  into  the  Dee.  Herein  lies  a  field  of  speculation. 
It  is  well  known  that  fish  ascend  rivers  a  short  distance 
and  then  return  to  the  sea  again.  On  the  Don  this  has 
been  remarked  over  and  over  again,  and  no  doubt  these 
strangers  form  a  considerable  portion  of  the  annual  results 
obtained  on  the  lower  nettinqr  stations. 


No.  '1747A"  had  evidently  found  itself  in  foreign 
quarters  at  Fochabers,  and  was  either  tryirig  the  Spey  or 
had  tried  it  when  it  was  caught  in  Mr.  Wedderspoon's  net. 
She  takes  two  months  and  a  little  over  to  wander  all  round 
the  coast  till  she  dips  in  her  native  element  in  the  Dee 
and  makes  for  the  spawning  redds  a  belated  fish  and 
evidently  a  "  baggot."  She  is  an  autumn  fish,  and  should 
have  been  in  the  Dee  at  least  not  later  than  when  she  was 
captured  on  tho  Spey.  The  similarity  of  the  Spey  and 
Dee  waters  s  very  striking.  They  are  both  mountain-fed 
rivers,  and  have  a  character  and  temperature  very  much  in 
common.  We  understand  Mr.  Ritchie  rel dolled'"  1647 A" 
again,  and  returned  it  to  the  river,  so  that  her  journeys 


are  not  vet  over,  and  her  miss'on  of  spawning  wi  1 1  kelj 

be  yet  fulfilled.   

The  other  capture  of  a  marked  fish  was  made  on  Hi; 
Deveron,  ai  d  the  particulars  are  as  follows :  "  There  was 
landed  on  Monday  by  net,  at  Banff,  a  ma'e  salmon  (kelt). 
281b.  in  weight,  3ft.  3in.  in  length,  and  22|in.  in  girth 
with  a  label  marked  '1733  A.'  attached.  Tie  furthei 
history  of  H's  Majesty  No.  1733  A.'s  migration;  have  yet 
to  come  to  hand.  He  was  re'abelled  and  returned,  and  is 
no  doubt  now  mending  in  the  briny. 

The  triennial  election  of  the  Bervie  Fishery  Board, 
held  last  week  at  Montrose,  whea  Mr.  D.  "S.  Porte 
was  elected  chairman.  He  represents  the  Crown,  fr 
whom  he  rents  extensive  coast  fishings.  A  very  favoura 
report  was  giveu  as  to  the  appearance  of  fish  in  the  Ber 
waters,  and  that  there  was  less  appearance  of  disease  th 
in  former  years.   

Falmon  are  scarce  just  now  off  the  coast.  They  rose 
price  from  Is.  4d.  per  pound  to  3s.  per  pound  wholesale 
the  Aberdeen  market  last  week.  This  is  the  top  figure 
the  season.  The  average  weight  is  increasing,  and 
week  all  over  it  was  about  101b. 

About  the  middle  of  last  century,  salmon  were  re- 
markably cheap  in  Aberdeen.  I  have  lately  come  aero 
some  interesting  fac's  relating  to  the  price  of  salmon  in 
1745,  the  year  of  Bonnie  Prince  Charlie  and  hfe  ill-fate- 
attempt  to  ascend  the  throne  of  his  ancestors.  A  clergy- 
man, but  not  connee'ed  with  the  last  of  the  Stewarts, 
was  then  on  a  visit  to  Aberdeen,  and  gives  his  impress'ons 
of  the  city  and  its  inhabitant. 

One  day  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  fish  market  and  bought  a 
whole  salmon  for  Is.  thinking  he  had  got  a  wonderful 
barga'n.  On  informing  the  landlady  with  whom  he  lodged 
she  declared  that  he  had  been  cheated,  and  that  if  she  had 
bought  the  fish  they  would  not  have  dared  to  ask  her  more 
than  eightpence,  and  more  than  likely  she  would  have  g  t 
it  for  sixpence.  ' 

The  returns  of  the  first  month  of  the  salmon  fishin 
on  the  East  Coast,  have  fallen  considerably  short  of  t 
of  last  year.    To  take  for  example  the  Aberdeen  Harbo 
Board's  returns.    They  are  £224  behind.    But  then  las 
year  an  opening  of  open'ngs  was  enjoyed  much  above  the 
normal  average.  ____ 

The  Duke  of  Portland  is  shortly  expected  at  Invergar 
Inverness,  for  a  few  weeks  salmon  fishing.    The  Duke 
rented  Loch  Oich  and  Lower  Garry.    The  Lower  G  a 
carries  three  mile3  of  the  finest  salmon  water  in  th 
Kingdom.  ____ 

Poachers  have  been  exceedingly  busy  of  late.    The  hi 
price  for  salmon  and  the  abundance  of  "  Kelt  "  have 
extra  inducements  for  the  fraternity  to  turn  out  in  their 
tens.    However,  a  good  few  have  been  uo  before  the  loc 
sheriff.    James  Hunter  was  fined  £3  17s.  6d.  Willia 
Watson,  £6  lis.,  with  the  option  of  thirty  days  in  ga 
William  had  only  eighteen  cmvictions  against  his  nar 
and  of  course  anticipating  a  heavy  fine  did  not  appear, 
saved  the  trouble  of  a  defence  and  the  time  of  the  court. 

Special  Scotch. 


provincial.  Botes  ] 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion  was  held  on  March  4,  Mr.  T.  Coles  presiding.  _  Tho 
secretary  read  a  letter  received  from  the  Midland  Railwa 
Company,  bearing  upon  the  matter  of  a  Sunday  tra! 
serv'ce  between  Birmingham  and  Evesham,  calling  at  t 
intermediate  stations.    The  reply  went  to  show  that  t 
company  bad  considered  the  matter,  but  that  they  cou 
not  see  their  way  clear  to  open  up  the  line  on  Sunda: 
Messrs.  Coles  and  Rabone  gave  in  a  report  of  their  \  isit  t 
the  Black  Eagle  Society,  held  at  the  Black  Eagle  Inn 
Factory-road,  SoHo.    The  report  went  to  show  that  t 
society  was  properly  constructed,  and  that  they  bad  ov 
seventy  members  enrolled.    No  opposition  was  offered 
the  affiliation  of  the  club.    Messrs.  Rabone  and  Hopwoo 
gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit  to  the  Queen's  Head  Society. 
The  report  was  of  a  very  flattering  description,  and  this 
club  has  about  eighty  members.    The  clnb  was  admitted. 
Mr.  Rabone  gave  in  a  report  of  his  v'sit  to  the  Ivy  Green 
Society.   The  strength  of  the  society  was  over  forty  mem- 
bers.   The  club  was  admitte  d.    The  visit  to  the  Fast  En 
Club  was  allowed  to  stand  over  \intil  the  23rd  inst.  next 
The  application  for  affiliations  from  the  Princess 
Wales  and  Ship  Societies  were  refused   on  aosou 
of  them  being    much    too   close   to    other  socioti 
Tlie  arrangements  fcr  the  annual    dinner  were  le 
in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Coles  and  White.  Mr. 
Dance  was  elected  auditor  from  the  committee,  the  other 
auditor  to  he  elected  from  the  general  body  of  delegates. 
Mr.  E.  Simkiss  was  elected  on  the  v'siting  committee  in 
the  place  of  W.  Fost(  r,  resigned.    It  is  with  deep  regre 
that  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  Dr.  Oliver  Pember- 
ton,  tho  oity  ooroner  fcr  Firmingham,  which  occurred  en 
Sunday  evening  last,  from  cancer.    The  deceased  was  nn 
ardent  angler,  and  was  one  of  the  loading  members  of  th 
Midland  Piscatorial  Society.    The  West   End  Sooie 
fished  a  contest  in  the  lanul  at  Armitage  on  March  7.  Ih 
result  being  as  follows  :  J.  Warner,  first;  C.  Wainw  i  igh 
second;  J.  Leighton,  third  ;  H.  Coleman,  fourth,  & 
The  prizes  were  distributed  on  Tuesday  last. 
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FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT. 
Anglers  in  the  Pen  district  have  been  very  busy  this 
week,  and  some  good  captures  are  recorded.  The  rivers 
are  in  hotter  condition  now  than  they  have  been  for  several 
weeks.  On  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Witham  anglers  have 
secured  three  and  four  brace  per  rod  a  day,  and  aggregate 
bag3  have  ran  up  to  401b.  Eoach  are  still  being  fished  for 
with  great  success  in  the  side  drains.  On  the  Forty-foot 
there  has  been  greater  activity  this  week,  especially  on 
the  lower  lengths.  A  pike  of  91b.  was  captured  on 
Wednesday,  and  three  others,  which  fell  to  the  same  rod, 
helped  to  make  up  a  hag  of  201b. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  fine  and  mild  the  last  few  days, 
■  and  roach  fishers  on  the  river  Hull  met  with  success,  and 
several  fish  scaling  from  lib.  to  lib.  6Jtoz.  each.  Good 
fish  have  even  been  taken  as  low  down  the  river  as 
Gibraltar  and  Burton  Hall.  The  bottom  fishers  are  also 
doing  well  among  flounders  and  eels,  at  Hull  Bridge, 
Weel  and  Wawne.  The  Horns  Angling  and  Re- 
creation Society  fish  a  match  to-day  (Saturday,  March  13) 
at  Weel  Perry ;  but  after  Monday  it  will  be  necessary  for 
each  angler  to  provide  himself  with  a  trout  licence,  as  I 
understand  the  board's  representatives  are  not  expected  to 
supply  them,  and  for  the  information  of  those  anglers  who 
have  not  as  yet  obtained  one  they  can  be  had  at  Driffield 
of  Mr  J.  Conyers,  71,  Middle-street;  at  Beverley,  Mr. 
H.  E.  Akrill,  Market  Place;  at  Newland,  Mr.  Thos. 
Moody,  Post  Office  j  and  in  Hull,  east  district,  Mr.  Frank 
Garle,  85,  Church-street ;  Sculcoates  district,  Mr.  G.  B. 
Cheeseman,  80,  Grange-street ;  west  district,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Schofield,  7,  Argyle-street ;  central,  Mr.  H.  Booth,  21, 
Paragon-street  ;  and  in  the  Old  Town,  Mr.  R.  Robinson, 
7  Queen-street.  The  codling  anglers  are  having  good 
sport  again  in  the  Humber.  On  Wednesday  last,  at  the 
Hull  Billingsgate,  two  rare  fish  were  seen,  one  what  is 
known  as  a  "  bottlenose,"  and  the  other  a  "  ground 
shark."  The  East  Hull  A.S.  held  their  annual  dmrer 
the  other  evening,  which  was  most  successful,  the  presi- 
dent.  Mr.  A.  Davis,  in  the  chair.  On  Monday,  the  Horns 
Angling  and  Recreation  Society  held  a  smoking  concert. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Angler  s 
Association  on  March  3,  a  number  of  open  and  other 
matches  were  considered  and  granted.  Mr.  Robert 
Drewery  was  appointed  the  Association's  water  bailiff  for 
the  season  of  1897.  The  council  was  adjourned  until 
Wednesday,  March  17th. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  Lake  District  Fishery  Board  was 
held  on  Thursday,  with  a  large  attendance  of  conservators. 
The  principal  topic  of  discussion  was  the  old  question  of 
poaching  and  watching  in  the  Kent  watershed.  Mr.  J . 
Watson,  who  introduced  the  subject,  said  the  rivers  in  the 
Kent  d's'rict  represented  something  l;ke  100  miles  in 
length  and  it  was  generally  felt  that  the  watching  was 
insufficient.  They  had  the  head  bailiff  of  the  board 
stationed  in  the  district,  but  he  was  often  called  to  distant 
parts,  his  absence  became  known,  and  poaching  went  on 
undetected.  Many  anglers  had  abstained  from  taking  out 
licences  as  a  protest,  and  this  was  a  loss  of  revenue  to  the 
beard.  It  was  stated  that  the  funds  at  the  disposal 
of  tin  board  would  not  allow  of  an  additional 
watcher,  and  a  suggestion  was  made  that  the 
head  watcher  should  be  removed  from  Kendal  nearer 
the  board's  offices,  and  his  place  be  taken  by 
one  who  could  devote  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the 
Kent  district.  After  considerable  discussion  the  matter 
was  deferred  to  be  considered  by  a  committee  of  the  whole 
Board  after  the  reporters  had  retired.  We  understand  a 
compromise  was  effected  by  which  a  watcher  from  a 
distance  will  ray  frequent  visits  to  the  district  and 
generally  co-operate  with  the  head  watcher,  other  matters 
discussed,  includipg  the  killing  of  pike,  the  taking  of 
immature  fish,  char,  &c.  Angling  can  hardly  be  said  to 
have  become  general  in  this  district  yet.  Rivers  have  been 
high  and  the  weather  cold  and  stormy,  thick  snow  lying  on 
the  mountains  until  Tuesday,  when  heavy  rain  set  in 
followed  by  more  snow  on  Wednesday.  Major  Braith  waite- 
Wilson,  Mr.  Yates,  and  one  or  two  others  in  the  Bela,  and 
the  Kov.  J.  McDonnell  in  Underbarrow,  have  had  sport. 
FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

A  very  interesting  gathering  of  anglers  was  held  at 
St.  Helens  on  the  10th,  when  the  social  department  of 
tin  St.  Helens  Anglers  held  their  annual  rae3ting.  The 
County  Palatine  Angling  Society  have  issued  their 
travelling  cards.  The  Victoria  Junior  Angling  Club  are 
just  through  witluthei'r  annual  meeting,  and  as  usual  can 
plume  themselves  on  a  successful  year.  In  all  depart- 
ments of  our  county  associations  and  societies,  a,  healthy 
state  of  things  is  reported.  One  of  our  men  has  been  pike 
fishing  near  York,  ani  found  himself  at  Stockport  after 
closing  hours,  and  the  last  train  gone.  However,  he 
pluckily  walked  to  Levenshnlme,  and  carried  over  201b.  ot 
pike.  Out  Swindon  way  another  club  has  been  started 
with  good  prospects.  By  the  accident  to  the  barricadi  at 
Worsley,  when  the  dam  was  run  dry,  the  Worsle/  canal 
"  fishery  will  benefit  by  a  substantial  addition  to  the  fash. 

FROM  LEICESTERSHIRE. 
'  The  weather  has  been  in  the  favour  of  sportsmen,  who, 
during  the  past  few  days,  have  let  no  opportunity  slip. 
The  roach  have  claimed  m>st  attention,  Mr.  Hobbs  had 
a  mixed  basket  of  roach,  and  a  chub  of  31b.  1  iox.  ;__Mr. 
Cole's  basket  consisted  of  71b.  of  roach,  the  best  lib.  7oz. ; 
Mr.  Hallam  had  81b.  of  roach.  The  waters  are  now  in 
rather  better  condition,  and  -several  subscribers  haye 
visited  the  rivers  and  back  waters  at  Aylestone,  with  fairly 
satisfactory  success.  Fishing  at  the  noted  fox-hunting 
town  of  Melton,  Messrs.  F.  and  A.  Barnes  had  a  line 
capture'  of  chub,  perch,  and  roach.  Plenty  of  Leicester 
anglers  have  been  out  Foxton  and  Kitworth  way,  bit  the 
fish  taken  were  found  to  be  full  of  spawn.  Mr.  W .  Kinder 
had  a  heavy  take  of  roach. 


FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  Tyldesley  anglers  are  winding  up  their  season  on 
the  13th,  by  a  match  at  Peel  Hall.  Mr.  Dawson's  boys 
are  similarly  eugaged  on  the  same  date.  One  of  our  city 
experts  has  been  to  Diggle  trout  fishing,  and  reports^  any 
quantity  of  trout  Oin.  long,  with  big  heads.  At  Diggle 
the  2s.  (id.  fare  and  Is.  to  fish  will  not  be  spent  in  vain. 
The  country  is  grand  hereabouts,  and  with  careful  culture 
these  waters  can  be  even  greatly  improved. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Grand  sport  is  now  being  obtained  with  the  pike  in  this 
district,  and  several  fine  fish  have  been  killed  during  the 
past  few  days.  On  Thursday  last,  Messrs.  G.  C.  Davies 
and  A.  J.  Rudd,  fishing  in  private  water,  took  eleven  fish, 
four  of  which  ware  returned.  Those  killed  weighed  241b., 
lljlb.,  101b.,  91b.,  8£lb.,  71b.,  and  61b.  Mr.  W.  Johnson, 
fishing  at  Barton  in  the  Yarmouth  Piscatorial  Society's 
pike  match,  took  first  prize  with  a  221b.  fish.  On  the 
0th,  the  best  fish  of  the  season  up  to  the  present  was  killed 
by  Mr.  P.  Crowe,  it  weighed  291b.,  and  measured  42in. 
long.  Mr.  R.  Crowe  also  took  a  nice  fish  of  181b.  at  the 
same  time.  On  the  9th  inst.,  Mr.  S.  F.  Howitt  took  a 
fish  of  13|lb.  The  broads  are  now  in  splendid  condition 
for  pike  fishing,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  think  that 
several  more  good  fish  will  be  caught  before  the  end  of  the 
season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Anglers,  in  view  of  the  close  of  the  season,  which 
begins  en  Monday  morning,  have  been  unusually  active 
during  the  week.  The  Trent  has  been  running  in  fan- 
condition  for  all  kinds  of  fishing,  and  at  Weston,  or  rather 
in  the  Basin,  and  Blackpool,  some  pike  have  been  taken; 
one  weighed  12Jlb,  and  another  121b.  Roach  have  shown 
sport  at  Shardlow,  and  moderate  bags  have  been  met  with 
on  the  section  above.  A  few  nice  perch  were  also 
creeled.  The  fish  seem  right  out  in  the  streams,  and 
there  they  must  be  angled  for.  I  have  proved  this 
over  and  over  again.  On  Saturday  the  members  of 
the  Waltonian  Society  were  allowed  to  hold  a  competition 
on  the  Shardlow  waters,  rented,  of  course,  by  the 
Wellington  Society;  and  on  Tuesday  the  members  of  the 
Nag's  Head  Society  fished  a  match  at  Girton,  below 
Collingham  or  Carlton.  Herein  the  first  prize  winner 
killed  a  brace  of  chub  weighing  51b.  On  Thursday  the 
members  of  the  Wellington  Society  paid  a  visit  to 
Hoveringham  for  the  purpose  of  looking  round  their  waters 
in  that  district.  They  have  not  been  much  frequented 
during  the  winter,  members  apparently  preferring  Shard 
low.  Owing  chiefly  to  domestic  reasons,  I  have  resignec 
my  membership  of  the  Wellington,  with  which  society  I 
had  been  connected  quite  twenty  years.  As  soon  as  the 
river  gets  low  enough  I  intend  to  try  for  a  salmon  at 
King's  Mills.    I  feel  sure  some  fish  will  be  up  before  long, 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

During  the  past  week  the  weather  has  been  favourable 
for  anglers.  Fishing  in  the  Siucil  dyke  has  proved  very 
profitable,  and  roach  over  lib.  each  have  bean  caught; 
whilst  in  the  middle  Witham  anglers  have  had  good  sport. 
At  both  Five  Mile  House  and  Washingborough  anglers 
have  taken  some  nice  roach,  and  in  the  Dog  dyke  sport  has 
been  been  fully  up  to  the  standattl.  The  Sleaford  canal 
has  also  fished  well.  Pike  fishing  in  the  Horncastle 
canal  has  been  fairly  satisfactory.  A  large  number 
of  Sheffielders  have  done  great  execution  amongst  the  roach 
at  Coningsby.  The  Trent  has  yielded  some  good  results, 
and  anglers  have  caught  some  nice  perch  in  the  Derwent 
near  to  Chatsworth.  Fly-fishing  has  not  been  up  to  the 
average  during  the  past  few  days  either  in  this  stream  or 
in  the  Wye,  on  account  of  the  large  volume  of  water. 
Trout  fishing  has  opened  in  the  Trent  district.  In  the 
Yorkshire  district  fishing  will  commence  on  the  Kith.  The 
first  annual  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Anglers 
Society  was  held  last  week  under  the  presidency^  of  Mr. 
J  F  Gorrill.  The  chairman  said  they  had  fifty-nine  clubs 
in  the  association,  with  1804  active  members  and  547 
honorary  ones.  The  balanca-sheet  showed  that  tin  income 
amounted  to  £535  Is.  7d.,  and  a  balance  in  hand  of 

mila'-9i-      FROM  SHROPSHIRE 

From  the  well  arranged  and  useful  "Water  Bailiff's 
Almanack  for  1897,"  compiled  by  Mr.  J.  W .  Willis  Bund, 
the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board,  we 
extract  the  following  information,  having  reference  to  the 
present  month  :  "  Notes  08  to  Fish.-lf  weather  keeps 
mild  single  silmon.  mostly  large  females,  run  up  the  river 
at  the  beginning  of  the  month.  A  few  very  late  spawners 
may  ba  eeen  up  to  the  end  of  the  month.  If  after  the 
17th  the  wind  is  in  the  south  or  south-west,  and  the 
weather  mild,  a  good  run  of  Killings,  mostly  females,  may 
be  looked  for,  and  if  there  is  a  fresh  they  will  ascend  into 
the  uppsr  waters.  Kelts  wiU  be  going  down  every  tresh 
in  the  month.  If  any  disease  is  about  it  will  bo  most 
likely  to  show  itself  this  month.  The  first  lot  of 
smolts  should  descend  this  month,  and  the  first 
batch  of  eggs  of  the  early  spawning  fish  should  bo 
hatched  on  or  about  the  28th.  Elvers  will  run  it 
weather  mild.  Law  of  Fishing.— March  1  elver  fishing 
begins  •  no  wheels  can  bo  laid  at  weirs  for  Iamporns  ;  no 
net  other  than  a  salmon  not  can  be  used  in  the  Severn 
after  March  15;  only  salmon  trout  or  eels  may  bo  sold 
after  March  15  ;  no  salmon  net  cm  be  nsod  in  the  Sovern 
above  Diglis  Weir  or  in  the  Tome  at  night ;  no  salmon  can  be 
fished  for  between  12  noon  Saturday  and  <i  a.m.  Monday;  no 
fishing  in  the  estuary  after  sunset  on  Saturday  and  u  a.iri 
Monday ;  gratings  to  be  kept  up  at  held  of  rfti ill  races.  Jt 
is  stated  to  be  the  determination  of  a'  section  6t  anglers  m 
the  Birmingham  district  not  to  take  out  the  Severn  Con- 
servancy  Board's  trout  and  char  rod  and  lino  licences  in 
future  when  thov  purpose  fishing  only  for  coarse  hsb 
.their  locality.  Wit" 
•of  tho  case, 


the  Upton-on-Severn  justices  were  right  or  wrong 
in  deciding  recently  that  licenses  were  not  necessary  when 
coarse^fish  only  were  fished  for,  we  would  urge  upon 
anglers  in  Shropshire  and  Montgomeryshire  the  advisa- 
bility of  obtaining  the  usual  authority  before  fishing, 
remembering  that  the  conditions  of  the  river  in  these 
counties  are  different  from  those  in  the  lower  waters,  and 
that  it  has  many  times  previously  been  ruled  in  the  courts 
that  persons  fishing  in  a  river  containing  trout,  and  in 
which  trout  may  be  taken,  are  obliged  to  obtain  licences 
from  the  Conservancy  Board. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  very  heavy  rain  and  snow  last  weak  put  our  rivers 
out  of  condition,  and  in  some  places  large  tracts  of  land 
was  under  water.  It  will  be  seme  days  before  fishing  cin 
be  indulged  in— certainly,  no  sport  can  be  had  among  the 
coarse  fish  before  the  close  season  commences.  The  few 
trout  that  have  been  taken  are  forward  :  still,  they  are  not 
in  condition  yet,  and  it  is  a  pity  to  take  them.  Salmon  fish- 
ing in  the  upper  reaches  of  tli9  Severn  should  be  good  this 
year,  for  a  great  number  of  fish  have  passed  over  the  weirs 
during  the  past  week. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Anglers  generally  now  have  their  attention  turned  to 
trout  angling,  which  partly  begins  forthwith,  though  on 
some  rivers  the  opening  day  is  deferred  until  April  1. 
Good  sport  is  looked  for  on  most  rivers— on  the  Wharfe 
and  the  Yore  especially,  where  trout  have  thriven 
the  mo;t.  Not  only  these  streams,  but  also  the 
Swale,  Nidd,  Rye,  and  Derwent  are  well  stocked. 
The  Derwent  Angling  Club  have  placed  3000  yearling 
trout  in  the  Derwent.    The  following  casts  generally 


Dark  Snipe  and  Purple,  Orange  Partridge,  and  Snipe 
Bloa.  3.  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early 
Brown,  and  Dark  Bloa.  The  wholesale  destruction  of 
fish  in  the  Ouse  by  netting  continues  to  engage  attention. 
Some  good  catches  of  roach  and  pike  have  been  had, 
mostly  in  the  Derwent. 


„  ithout  discussing  again  tho  legal  points 
and  catering'  into  tho  question  whether 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinion 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

WILD  BURN  TROUT  FOR  RE-STOCKING 
PURPOSES. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  glad  to  notice  that  you  advocate  the 
use  of  wild  burn  trout  for  re-stocking  purposes,  as  it  would 
open  up  an  interesting  field  of  experiment. 

The  chief  cause  of  their  small  size  is,  I  take  it,  an 
insufficient  food  supply.  Owing  to  their  great  numbers, 
the  fish  are  put  on  short  rations;  consequently,  their 
growth  is  arrested,  and  they  develop  into  tho  stunted  but 
vigorous  burn  trout. 

There  is  no  denying  their  activity  and  fighting  qualities, 
but  would  such  fish,  when  once  their  growth  had  ceased  as 
regards  their  native  waters,  commence  to  grow  again  when 
put  into  other  streams  better  provided  with  food  ? 

To  be  practical,  suppose  wo  have  a  streamlet  crowded 
with  fish,  in  which  the  maximum  size  is  Jib.  From  this 
water  we  take  two  fish,  one  weighing  loz.  and  the  other 
jib.,  and  place  them  in  a  stream  with  a  plentiful  supply  of 
food.  One  can  understand  the  loz.  fish  growing  until  it 
becomes  a  2  or  8  pounder,  but  would  the  other  ? 

Tho  excuse  that  tho  fish  will  not  grow  any  larger  is  made 
far  too  much  use  of.  For  instancy  in  a  ceitiin  small 
Cornish  stream,  where  the  natives  (and  visitors  too  often) 
think  nothing  of  taking  a  trout  of  2oz.  I  have  made  a 
bag  of  nineteen  fish,  weighing  111b.  ;  in  such  a  stream  ,1b. 
at  least  should  bo  the  limit. 

But  taking  these  burn  trout  from  their  nitive  waters 
would  benefit  these  waters  in  tho  end,  for,  to  be 
logical,  tho  streams  want  thinning  out,  and  when 
thoroughly  thinned  out  the  remaining  fish  would  then  have 
sufficient  food,  their  size  would  increase,  until  ultimately 
we  might  have  an  average  cf  lib.  or  so  for  our  streams, 
be  they  western,  Welsh,  or  Scottish.  \ 

Such  a  prospect  is,  I  think,  eminently  desirable,  and 
anything  that  will  bring  it  within  reasonable  reach  will  be 
welcomed  by  nil,  except  by  those  suc'i  as  tho  "Raven,' 
who  count  their  fish  by  mere  numbers  and  not  by  weight.. 
—I  am,  yours  sincerely,  BXX  B.  ROBERTS, 

[If  a  burn  trout  has  como  to  maturity,  ot  course  lie 
would  not  commence  to  grow  again— ho  would  develop  flit 
if  well  fed.  Our  idea  was  that  pisciculturists  should 
breed  from  bright,  healthy  wild  burn  trout,  and  sell  the 
resulting  fry  for  re-stocking  trout  streams.  Also  cross 
small  burn  trout  with  big  south-eountry  trout  .  1  he  milt 
of  a  little  trout  will  impregnate  the  ejgs  of  a  801b  salmon. 
— En.J   

AN  OLD  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

Dear  Slit,— Referring  to  the  article  in  last  week's 
Qasette  your  readers  may  be  interested  with  the  following 
particulars.  The  letter  signed  "  G.  K.  Winder "  forms 
pirt  of  a  correspondence  that  has  recently  taken  place 
through  the  Mtim:ht:sU;-  Citij  Nmi's. 

The  society,  since  i's  formation  in  1817,  has  never  been 
disbanded,  and  at  the  present  time  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  its  headquarters  being  within  a  stono's  throw  of 
tho  original  clubhouse.  Our  oldest  member  has  belonged 
to  it  for  fifty  years,  and  distinctly  remembers  Mr. 
Winder's  grandfather  being  a  member.  . 

We  believe  ourselves  to  be  the  oldest  angling  society  in 
the  kingdom,  but  if  any  other  club  ha9  a  bettor  claim, 
it  would  be  pleasing  to  hear  from  it  through  your  paper. 
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TIB  OABHABVON  ASMS  HOTEL 

Dulverton  Station  (U.W.B). 


CARRIGART,  CO.  DONEGAL  ROSAPENNA  HOTEL. 

rPHK  Trustees  of  the  lute  Karl  of  Leitrim  beg  to  inform  visitors  to  the  Donegal 
'     1 1 1 "ii i.i n< in  that  the  above  handsome  and  capacious  Ilotel  has  been  enhanced  by  every  modern 

Improvement, 

SALMON  FISHING  In  the  famous  Glen  Lonfjh,  Owcncarrow  and  Lackagh  rivers  Ib  free  to 
I  Hotel  VlNitom  from  April  I  to  end  of  July.    Free  access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate 
for  WHITE  and  KilOWN  TEOUT  FISHING. 

GOLF  LINKS,  magnificent  bathing,  delicious  air  from  the  mountains  and  the  Atlantic 
Under  the  new  management  of  MS.  HERING,  from  the  1IOLBORN  REST  A  URANT. 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING  iu  private 
water  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  (livers  Exe  and 
Rarln.    Free  to  visitors    Quito  In  the  country 
flvo  hours  from  London.    Gulf  links  adjoining, 

Also  the  Kdircott  Hotel,  Eirora.  Uliua  or  tree 
Ashing.  900ft  altitude  ;  sheltered  and  com- 
rorUhln  O.  W.  NELDRB 


FREE  TROUT  FISHIUG. 

Gentlemen  residing  at  the 
TREWYTHEN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

LLANIDLOES, 
Have  3£  miles  of  good  Severn  Troat 
Pishing,  also  Lake  Fishing  within  3  miles 
distance.  -L.  P.  MARSHALL,  Manager. 


The  TORS  HOTEL, 

LYMMOUTH,  N.  DEVON. 

THE  FINEST  POSITION  IN  THE 
WEST  OP  ENGLAND. 
Twenty  milos  of  good  Trout  Fishing  Free 
to  Visitors  staying  a  week. 

FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

43  Houits  krom  London. 

FREE  FISHING  over  the  private  waters  of  the  Earl 
of  Portomomh  and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw 
and  Lltt'e  Dirt  to  visitors  at  the  hotel  only.  A 
limited  number  or  Season  Tickets  at  a  Guinea  ea-.h 
only  to  be  obtained  of  tho  Proprietor  of  the  Hotel 
Rivers  reatook.  d  with  Yearling  Trout  lest  Spi-l'g 
Moderate  Inclusive  tarlll.   Season  commences  March  1 


DULYERTON,  SOMERSET. 

/"iVFR    twenty    miles    of  Excellent 
TROUT   PISHING  on  the 
EXE  and   BARLE,  and  its  Tribu- 
taries, for  Visitors  staying  at 

THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

combined  with  some  of  the  Grandest 
Scenery  in  the  West  of  England. 
Moderate  Terms.  Tariff  and  full  par- 
ticulars of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 


THE  ROSE  AND  CROWN  HOTEL, 
BAINBRIDGE,  WENSLEYDALE. 

MILES  of  Excellent  TROUT  and  OHAYLING 
FISHING  on  Biver  Yore  and  Tributaries  , 
Trout,  Bream,  and  Eudd  fishing  on  Lake  Semer- 
water  (the  largest  natural  lake  in  Yorkshire). 
Charming  scenery,  bracing  mountain  air.  Good 
accommodation.  Terms  moderate.  Letters : 
Hose  and  Crown,  Bainbridge,  Askrigg,  E.S.O. 
Telegrams  :  "  Eose  and  Crown.  Askrigg  " 

KENDALL  and  CHURIEB,  Proprietors. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nr.  Kingrsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

SPORTS— Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Rudd;   also  Sea  Fishing.    Billiards  and 
Tennis.    Fishing  all  the  year  round.  No 
close  season.    Boarders  (Table  d'hote),  from 
83.  6d.  per  day,    Nearest  Railway  Stations- 
Klngsbndge  and  Dartmouth,  G.W.B. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


BIRDSGROVE  FISHING-  CLUB, 

Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

There  arc 

Two  Vacant  Rods 

on  this  Fishing  (River  Dove)  this  Season. 
— For  Particulars  apply  to  Mr.  G.  M. 
Bond,  Alrewas  House,  Ashbourne. 


Established  35  Years.  _ 

WM.  BURGESS  &  CO., 

MALVERN  WELLS, 

Manufacturers  of  the 

CHALLENGE  FISH  FOOD 

20s.  per  cwt. 

For  Aquariums,  9d.  <v.  1/6  per  Tin.  Post  Free. 

Obtained  a  Special  Diploma  for  Fish  Food  at 
the  Exhibition,  Eoyal  Aquarium.  London,  1883. 

The  CHALLENGE  FISH  FOOD  consists  of  a 
specially  prepared  meal,  mixed  with  highly 
nutritious  constituents,  and  is  adapted  to  fish  in 
all  stages  from  the  alevin  upwards,  being  made 
in  various  degrees  of  coarseness. 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Green  heart,  Hickory,  or  Lancewood  : 
liin.    Jin.    Sin.    Jin.     Jin.     jin.  2ft.  Ion*. 
1-    4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  perlengt 
1/6  8d.    6d.    6d.     6d.    4d.  3Jft.  long 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules. Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and  eve 
Requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  s 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Is.  and  Is.  Bd.  p 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. :  Sample  half  dozen 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS  —Hackles  In  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  othsr  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles. 
l)d.  per  doz 


PATENT  ALARM  GUNS. 

The  Greatest  Protection  against  Poachers. 

Water  Bailiffs  and  Riverside  Watchers  will  2nd 
these  Guns  a  great  boon.  They  have  been  before 
the  public  over  thirty  years,  and  more  than 
80,000  have  been  sold. 

Every  variety  of  TRAP,  NET,  SNARE,  Ac, for 
catching  all  kinds  of  vermin,  both  fur  and  feather, 
which  infest  the  trout  stream. 


Illustrated  PRICE  LIST  FREE. 

Thousands  of  Testimonials. 


FORREST  &  SON'S 
CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 


RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

RIVER  OUSE. 
J^REE  FISHING  ALL  THE  YEAR. 

Special  Terms  to  Families  staying 
Three  or  Four  Days  or  longer.  Healthy 
spot ;  good  scenery.  Terms  moderate. 
Three  minutes'  walk  fronr-rail  way  station 
 I.  ROLPH,  Proprietor. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  In  the  350  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

.  EENDOK,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

"  Pike,  perch,  roach,  4c,  are  numerous."— 

Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Ham  Station. 


TO    BE    HAD  FROM 

JOHN  FORREST, 

FishiDg  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 
24,  Thomas-street,  Gxford-stree-t,W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description. 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Bods  and 
Patterns  in  Flies  made  to  order.  J.  F.,  bjing  a 
Practical  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  first-class  quality."— Fishing  Gazette 


FISHING  TACKLE  BUSINESS. 

T^OR  SALE,  the  whole,  or  any  portion 
of,  the  Stock-in-trade  valued  at 
.£1800,  of  an  old-established  business  ; 
also  Goodwill  and  Book  Debts,  so  as  to 
wind  up  an  estate. — Particulars  from  L 
Ki  reman,  Solicitor,  14,  Gray's  Inn-square 
London,  W.C. 

ROD  WANTED, 

Within   an  hour  of  London,  on  good 
Trout  Stream,  where  Sunday  fishing  is 
permitted. 

Address  — 

" F./'  care  of  Street's,  Corn- 
hill,  E.G. 


Wings  per^  Pair.— Starlings,  l^d. ;  Snipe,  l|d. ; 
Fi.oss  and  Tying  Silks.  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  all 


Woodcock,  3d.:  Waterhen,  8d.' :  "Partridge 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  14d. 


shades. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  7s.  6d.,  10s.,  12  Cd„ 

and  2ls.  each. 

Net  Ring  and  Staff,  Ss.  8d.  each. 

A  Remittance  with  all  Orders. 
Caeh  Returned  if  Goods  not  Sat'ufactorii . 

SALMON  FLIES  in  fancy  patterns,  suchas  Jock 
Scott,  ftc.in  three  sizes,  1/3  each.  OH  Salmon  Flies 
Re  tied,  6d.  each.  Pike  Baits.  Worms,  Gentles,  and 
Wasp  Bait  always  in  stock,  and  sent  to  any  address, 

LESSONS  in  FLY  TYING  and  FLY  FISHING 
Terms  on  application. 


WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Manchester. 


Per  10«  yards. 
White 
or 

Neutral  Green. 


TO  BE  LET  for  a  Month,  from  June  7, 

C-ROSMONT  VICARAGE, 

Overlooking  the  Valley  of  the  Esk. 

Beautiful  Church.  Very  bracing.  Good 
Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing.  —  Apply 
"  Vicar,"  Grosmont,  Yorks,  R.S.O. 


FREEMANS'  "KINGFISHER11  BAIT, 

THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ROACH-PASTE  KNOWN  TO  ANGLERS. 
Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  Hundreds  of  Testimonials 

In  Id.  and  2d.  Packets,  6d.  and  Is.  Tina.    By  Post  9d.  and  Is  4d 

FREEMANS1  RHODIAN  OIL, 

For  Flavouring  Bread  and  other  Pastes. 

In  Bottles  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  Bs.,  lOs.   Posted  3d.  extra  any  size 

FREEMANS'  GROUND  BAIT, 

The  perfection  of  a  good  ground  bait.   In  6d.  and  Is.  tins.   By  post,  9d.  and  Is  41    1  cwt 
i  cwt.,  12s.  Gd. ;  J  cwt.,  7s.  6d. ;  141b.,  4s.  6d.    Carriage  paid  to  any  station.  ' 

FREEMANS'  "RUBICERE," 

A  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines.    In  Id.,  3d.,  and  6d.  Cakes.    By  post  2d  extra 
ASK  YOUR  TACKLE   DEALER  FOR  ANY  OF  THE  ABOVE 

pi?,?r„ifnU,in?-.U?leSSwb;!ajin°  oul  Bef!is,CTed  Trade  Hark,  the  signature,  >'W*.  Free 
Reluseall  substitutes  offered  (on  which,  you  maybe  sure,  the  ltetailer  offering  them  gets 
prom.)         LICT  QF  TROUT  AND  GOLDFISH  FOODS  ON  APPLICATION. 


,  21s. 


MAN." 

more 


Sole  Manufacturers: 

FREEMANS'    chemists  and  fish  food  makers, 

VIX,VJ  '  CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM. 


Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 

LINDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

Roach    Is.  6d.' 

Barbel    2s.  Od. 

Pike   3s.  Od. 

Salmon   4s.  Sd. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Roach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKEB 

I,  St.  Swithin'b  Squash,  Lincoln. 

The  LIGHTEST  BODS  in  USE.  Weight  7  to  lOoz. 

Booth's  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d  ,  Cash  Only. 

U  feet,  snake  rings,  winch  fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4Jd.  extra. 
Balanced  handle,  la.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Marston,  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

FINEST  1st  QUALITY  UNDRAWN  GUT. 

20-  inch,  3/9  per  100;  17  inch,  2/9;  15-inch, 

21-  ;  15-inch  Drawn  xxxx,  3/11  per  100. 
Customers  bargains.  Bought  from  the 
Spaniards  by 

BOO  TH, 

FISHING  GUT  MERCHANT, 

PAEAGON  STREET,  HULL. 

FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(7b  the  Trade  only). 

M  1  pi/ 1  r<j  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers^ 
II  AlmLLO  Seals'  Fur,  Figs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 


S.  HAYNES.  Sundays  Well-road,  Cork 


SPORTING  RIGHTS. 

Buckfastleigh,    South  Devon. 

TO  BE  LET,  from  Midsummer, 

700  acres  of  IN-COUNTIiY  BHOOTING 
including  CO  acres  woodland.    Also  half 

mile  of 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

on  both  banks,  and  one  and  three-quarter 
miles  on  left  bank  of  river  Dart. 

For  further  particulars  apply  to  Mo3ars. 
Mk'hki.mork  and  Son,  Land  Agents, 
Gate  House,  Totnes. 


JAMES  OGDEN 


28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,'  and 
MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION  OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

n  ,t(T,  0  ,  -  —       Maksr  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

CAUTION.-The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  In  the  Fishing 

Tackle  business  fn  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 
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Mr.  Winder  has  kindly  presented  us  with  the  books, 
papers,  cards,  &c,  mentioned  by  Mm,  and  a  perusal  of 
them  has  proved  the  same  to  be  of  a  most  interest:ng 
character. 

The  writer  will  be  pleased  to  show  these  relic3  to  any 
angler  in  the  district  who  will  make  application.— Yours 
"  Tom  Driver  (President). 

FLY  DRESSING  WAX. 
Sir,— The  wax  made  by  Rogan  and  Sons  is  highly 
spoken  of  by  experts,  and  I  have  seme  of  it,  but  it  teams 
eo  very  dry  and  brittle  that  I  am  puzz'ed  how  to  work 
with  it  comfortably.  Taking  a  piece  in  the  fingers,  it  feels 
dry  and  "  chippy,"  and  looks  like  resin  only,  ttough  some- 
what dirker  in  colour  ;  and  after  being  accustomed  to  a 
60fi  i  sh  wax,  made  by  adding  a  proportion  of  tallow  to 
ordinary  shoemakers'  wax,  and  using  this  between  two 
folds  of  kidglove  leather,  the  Rogan  wax  seems  to  be 
not  well  adapted  for  use  with  very  fine  silk  like 
Pearsall's  "  gossamer."  Will  someone  say  how  it  is  best 
worked,  and  if  there  is  any  light,  coloured,  soft  wax 
obtainable?  Mr.  Halford  recommend*  "  Rod  Makers'  " 
wax,  but  I  have  not  met  with  it. — I  am,  &c,  Ajax. 

THE  M ALLOC H  CASTING  REEL. 
g1B  __«•  g.  M."  extols  this  reel.very  highly  in  a  letter 
recently,  and  no  doubt  it  is  a  good  instrument  if  you 
know  how  to  work  it  to  avoid  "  kinking  "  of  the  line.  I 
bought  one  some  years  ago,  thinking  it  would  be  splendid 
for  pike  spinning,  and  so  it  was  for  about  fifteen  minutes' 
work.  I  could  throw  a  fair-sized  dace  any  distance,  and 
with  great  ease  and  comfort.  But  then  came  the  difficulty  ; 
the  line  gradually  acquired  twist  with  casting  out,  until  it 
began  to  snarl  up,  and  became  quite  unmanageable,  and  I 
had  to  spend  half  an  hour  in  dragging  the  length  of  line 
over  a  grassy  meadow  to  straighten  the  twist  out,  and  I 
think  that  line  will  never  come  quite  right  again.  I  had  to 
give  it  up  and  go  home,  and  have  never  tried  fishing  with 
the  reel  since. 

To  test  the  matter  of  twist  I  reeled  upon  it  some  yards 
of  broad  tape,  and  then  pulled  it  slowly  off,  and  I  fcund 
that  every  yard  cast  off  the  reel  put  three  turns  into  the 
tape,  and  of  course  the  line  would  be  similarly  affected. 
We  c  in  provide  against  "  kinking  "  when  spinning  off  a 
"  Nottingham"  reel,  or  from  loose  coils  held  in  the  hand, 
by  using  a  sinker  of  the  Field  lead  princip'e  and 
swivels  below  it,  but  this  "kinking"  from  the  Mallocb 
Reel  comes  from  above  the  lead,  and  there  is  no  means  of 
avoiding  it,  that  I  can  smj,  and  if  "  G.  M."  can  tell  me 
how  to  get  over  the  difficulty,  I  shall  be  delighted  to  fin  I 
that  my  beautiful  reel  is  not  a  useless  encumbrance  to  a 
pike  fisher  for  spinning  purposes. 

I  have  tried  putting  on  the  tait  fo  that  it  spin?  the 
reverie  way  to  that  given  by  the  reel  to  the  line,  but  it 
only  prolongs  the  time  a  little,  as  three  turn*  to  the  yard 
is  more  than  the  bait  can  take  out  of  it,  except  it  is  held 
still  iu  a  rapid  streim  for  a  time,  and  sach  water  is  not 
usually  available  to  pike  fishers  ;  it  may  be  in  spinning  for 
salmon,  especially  with  a  swift  turning  bait  like  a  natural 
minnow  on  light  tackle. 

An  article  on  the  proper  u*e  of  the  Malice  a  reel 
would  be  welcome  to  many  anglers  besides — Yours,  &c, 
  Ajax. 

ERNE  DAPPING. 
Dear  Sir, — "Angler's"  inquiry  much  interested  me, 
reviving  as  it  did  the  memory  of  an  almost  forgotten  joy. 
The  Erne  was  the  first  lake  I  ever  dapped,  and  what  a 
rare  delight  that  new  experience  was!    It  was  in  183 1, 
and  I  had  been  stationed  at  Enniskillen  with  my  regiment 
since  the  previous  August,  so  that  by  the  time  the  dapping 
season  came  round  I  had  had  some  fishing  experience  of  a 
portion  of  two  seasons.    But  my  fishing  had  been  exclu- 
sively confined  to  the  brooks  of  the  Erne  basin,  at  least 
so  far  as  trout  went,  for  the  Erne,  I  fear,  must  be  classed 
among  those  large  Irish  lakes  which  make  but  a  poor  show 
with  tin  artificial  fly— except,  of  course,  one  tries  the 
"  otter."     Anyway,  the  dapping  was  the  thing  eagerly 
looked  forward  to  by  all  of  us  who  hoped  to  get  on  terms 
with  some  of  the  fine  trout  with  which  the  lake  is  known  to 
abound,  acd  certainly  none  looked  forward  to  the  advent  of 
1      Saint  Drake  with  more  hopeful  longing  than  myself .  The 
,     fly  rose  in  that  year  in  greater  abundance  than  I  have  ever 
»      known  since  in  any  part  of  the  country,  and  swarmed  in  at 
every  open  door  and  window  adjacent  to  the  river.  We 
suffered  from  a  veritable  plague  of  Drakes,  for  they  came 
'•  into  thy  bedchamber,  and  upon  thy  bed,  and  into  thine 
ovens,  and  into  thy  kneading  troughs,"  like  the  frogs  of 
Egypt.    Indeed,  of  late  years  the  Drake  seems  threatening 
■(     to  become  extinct  in  some  parts  of  Ireland,  however  it  may 
still  be  with  the  Erne,  though  even  with  a  moderate  rise  a 
good  basket  is  sometimes  to  be  got.  Lough  Erne  is  the  last 
and  largest  of  a  system  of  lake3,  which  extend  some  sixty  or 
jf     seventy  miles  from  the  confines  of  Longford  to  Donegal, 
r     and  which  is  known  in  a  general  way  as  the  '  Erne. 
Perhaps  the  only  bit  of  real  river  about  it  is  the  last 
beautiful  stretch  of  three  miles  from  th  •  sluice  gate3  at 
Belleek  to  the  falls  into  the  Atlantic  at  Ballyshannou. 
But  this  glorious  bit  of  salmon  and  trout  water  fully 
makes  up  for  everything.     The  lake  is  some  twenty 
'       miles  in  length,  and  six  or  seven  across  at  its  widest  part, 
and  with  its  beautiful  365  islands,  some  of  them  most  de- 
lightfully wooded,  is  one  of  the  most  splendid  sheets  pi 
water  in  the  kingdom.    It  is  said  to  extend  from  Enms- 
killen  westward  to  Belleek,  but  unfortunately  for  the 
dapper  it  does  nothing  of  the  kind.    It  is  a  long  pull  to 
'k    get  to  the  lake  from  cither,  place,  and  if  his  boatman  has 
1^   current  and  storm  together  to  contend  with,  a  very  possible 
I  .   contingency,  the  impatient  angler  is  apt  to' feel  he  is  on  a 
I      boating .  expedition  rather  than  a  fishing  one.  From 

Enniskillen  one  lias  to  pull  down  alw.it  t  ...  mil.  -  • 
t     the  lake  proper  is  reached,  and,  as  this  end  of  the  lake  is 


but  indifferent,  so  far  as  trouting  is  concerned,  another 
"  bit,"  say  four  miles,  has  to  be  covered  before  the  garxe 
becomes  worth  the  candle.  In  general,  the  farther  you 
go  down  the  better.  I  was  given  to  understand,  however, 
that  the  trout  fishing  had  been  steadily  improving  all  over 
Erne  for  some  years,  and  each  season  trout  were  being  got 
nearer  to  Enniskillen  than  had  ever  been  known  before. 
One  would  like  to  know  whether  this  excellent  movement 
on  the  part  of  the  fish  is  still  going  on. 

The  first  Saturday  after  the  Drake  was  fully  up  my 
friend  the  Major  and  myself  started  from  Enniskillen  one 
morning,  aud  with  gentle  wind  and  current  in  our  favour 
found  ourselves  a  couple  of  hours  or  so  after  on  water 
"  as  good  as  the  best,"  according  to  our  boatman.  We 
spent  an  hour  or  two  here,  then  shifted  lower  down,  and 
as  the  evening  approached  started  leisurely  for  home, 
dapping  a  rising  fish  here  and  there  and  meeting  with 
a  great  many.  It  was  very  noticeable,  though,  how  the 
rise  gradually  gave  out  as  we  shortened  the  distance 
between  us  and  Enniskillen.  Long  before  we  reached  the 
end  of  the  lake  we  had  given  up,  and  taken  to  tobaeco 
and  re-slaying  our  slain.  Though  our  basket  was  by  no 
means  a  heavy  one,  I  think  we  were  fairly  satisfied,  and 
rather  calculated  on  making  an  impression — which  we 
did — among  the  groundlings  when  we  got  to  barracks. 
My  one  drop  of  bitterness  was  the  reflection  that  a  whole 
weary  week  must  pis3  before  I  could  have  another  shot  at 
it,  and  then  what  sort  of  a  day  might  that  coming 
Saturday  be?  For  a  time  I  had  serious  intentions  of 
deserting,  but  thought  better  of  it  after  a  while. 

We  found  we  had  just  a  dozen  fish,  going  about  201b., 
aud  among  them  a  pollen,  the  first  fish  of  this  kind 
I  tad  ever  seen.  It  was  struck  by  the  propeller  of 
a  passing  steamer,  and  we  picked  it  up  out  of  the 
wake,  where  it  was  struggling  on  the  surface.  The 
trout  were  in  beautiful  condition,  and  though  a  few 
were  little  more  than  Jib.,  we  had  four  nice  fish  of  a 
size  about  31b.  each,  and  one  or  two  pounder3  or  sp  iu 
between.  The  day  was  warm  and  bright,  with  light 
breezes  and  passing  clouds.  J^ew  boats  were  to  be  seen. 
The  knowing  ones  rather  prefer  storm  and  stress  for 
dapping,  especially  if  they  want  to  get  among  the  big  'uns  ; 
but  delightful  weather,  with  even  moderate  sport  is  not  to 
be  despised.  Two  more  consummate  duffers  than  myself 
and  the  Major  did  not,  I  am  sure,  dap  fair  Eme  from  that 
day  to  this.  To  begin  with,  neither  of  us  had  ever  impaled 
a  Drake  before  or  fished  one.  The  Major  had  never  even 
wet  a  line.  Then,  to  mend  matters,  I  used  a  12-foot  ro3, 
as  I  had,  with  a  generous  concession  to  my  comrade's 
inexperience  and  weakness,  given  him  my  "long"  rod 
which  was  quite  13|ft.  The  consequence  was  that 
our  "clap,"  owing  to  the  absence  of  strong  winds, 
was  seldom  more  than  half  an  oar's  length  from 
the  boat.  The  miracle  was  that  we  got  anj  thing. 
And  in  spite  of  the  agonised  entreaties  of  our  boatman 
to  "give  them  time,  your  honour,  blood-an'-'ounds,  give 
them  time!"  our  nervous  systems  were  under  such 
little  control  that  we  clean  missed  two  fish  out  of  three  by 
striking  too  soon.  It  was  awful.  The  Major,  with  hi3 
long  rod  (!)  wiped  my  eye  easily,  nor  did  he  forget  to  crow 
over  it.  I  am  far  from  being  a  swagger  hand  at  the  dap 
even  now,  but  were  that  day  to  come  again  I  should  not 
think  it  anything  out  of  the  way  to  account  for  401b.  or 
SOlb.  of  trout  to  my  own  rod.  In  a  storm  a  short  rod  does 
very  well  for  this  sport,  but  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
nothing  under  16ft.  rod  should  be  used.  When  Saturday 
came  round  again  the  Major,  as  I  had  fully  anticipated, 
confessed  he  had  had  enough  of  it,  and  so  I  made  arrange- 
ments for  going  alone.  Indeed,  I  had  been  making  my 
arrangements  all  the  week  for  that  matter,  as  I  had 
intended  to  break  entirely  new  ground  and  go  right  to  the 
western  end  of  the  lake.  At  this  western  end  is  the  little 
station  of  Castlecaldwell,  and  here,  when  I  alighted,  I 
found  my  good  friend  the  stationmaster  had  a  boat 
and  boatman  awaiting  me ;  and  that  boat  was  the  most 
comfortable  and  best  weather  craft  of  its  kind  1  have 
ever  sat  in,  while  the  boatman,  for  work  or  play,  was  the 
finest  specimen  of  bis  class  I  have  ever  seen.  He  was  an 
amiable  giant  of  middle  height,  bubbling  over  with  health 
and  cheerfulness,  and  kept  me  in  roars  of  laughter  all  day 
with  the  best  humour  I  have  ever  heard  from  any  of  my 
countrymen.  He  was  a  glutton  for  work,  and  he  handled 
that  heavy  boat  as  Renforth  would  a  skiff  on  the  Tyne. 
He  took  me  through  a  squall  that  made  me  look  a  little 
genteel  "—that  was  his  way  of  putting  it  that  I  was  not 
too  red  in  the  face— without  shipping  a  drop  of  water. 
I  may  say,  in  a  word,  I  shall  never  look  upon  his  like 
again  Now,  I  may  just  as  well  remark  here  that  lrom 
this  end  of  the  lake  to  Belleek  the  Erne  is  somewhat  of  a 
great  ditch  about  four  miles  in  length,  and  I  much  question 
whether  the  dapping  on  it  is  worth  going  over  to  Ireland 
for.    But  I  speak  under  correction. 

Twenty  minutes  after  leaving  the  station,  where  I  had 
learned,  to  my  disgust,  from  the  stationmaster  that 
to  catch  the  last  train  1  should  have  to  be  bwk  before  fave, 
my  boatman  had  me  on  a  fine  spread  ot  water  off  a 
wooded  shore,  wher«  the  fish  were  rising  in  thousands. 
1  naturally  anticipated  great  things,  but  somehow  it  did 
not  come  off.  My  luck  was  dead  out.  My  fish  constintly 
broke  away,  and  I  missed  frequently,  too,  though  at  the 
game  time  such  was  the  rise  that  I  was  seldom  ten 
minutes  idle  at  a  stretch.  When  I  had  to  leave  I  found  I 
liad  about  four  brace,  but  they  wero  rather  small, 
not  one  of  them  going  quite  21b.  I  was  rather  dis- 
appointed, I  must  cqnfess,  at  this  for  I  had  expected 
great  tilings.  During  the  week  I  had  seen  a  trout 
of  l  tlb  in  a  countrywoman  8  basket  in  town, 
and  she  told  me  her.  good  man  got  him  on  the  May 
Fly  "  down  the  lake  near  Castlecaldwell."  Wherever 
'or  however,  got,  he  /was  a  splendid  trout,  by  far  the  argest 
I  have  ever  seen  fresh  from  the  water,  and  the  glorious 
.spectacle  set  me  building  castles  in  the  "".  The 
•possibilities  of  a  day  at  Castleoaldwell  became  quite  over- 


powering. But  now  that  it  had  come  and  gone  there  was 
but  little  to  show.  At  the  same  time  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  the  dapping  all  over  this  end  of  the  lake  is,  or  at 
least  was,  excellent,  but  one  must  not  expect  a  bumper 
basket  every  time.  This  part  of  the  lake  is  now,  I  believe, 
private,  and  other  parts,  too,  are  being  claimed,  but  I 
have  no  accurate  knowledge  on  this  point.  The  railway 
makes  this  lake  very  accessible,  as  there  are  three  or  four 
stations  at  intervals  along  the  lake  reach,  and  were 
one  to  devote  a  day  or  two  to  house  hunting  among  the 
farmers  between  the  lake  and  railway,  no  doubt  convenient 
accommodation  could  be  procured.  The  train  service 
from  the  Belleek  and  Ballyshannon  end  was  very  con- 
venient, and  if  any  one  stopping  at  either  of  these  places 
could  manage  to  secure  a  boat  at  Castlecaldwell,  as  I  did, 
and  could  fiud  open  water,  he  would  probably  do  well.  I 
hope  "  Angler  "  will  have  sport  if  he  visits  the  Erne  this 
season,  and  that  he  will  not  forget  to  tell  us  how  he  gets 
on.  The  trout  fishing  about  Belleek  itself  is  not  to  be 
despised,  but  I  have  no  idea  what  sort  of  a  figure  the 
Drake  uiakes  there.  The  late  evening  fishing  is  some- 
times excellent,  and  is  quite  close  to  the  village.— Yours, 
&c.,  Mona. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 
Sir, — Would  any  reador  kiudly  inform  me,  through  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  the  best  place  to  go  to  in  Ireland  to  obtain, 
on  payment,  good  lake  or  river  white  trout  fishing,  and 
hotel  near,  sufficiently  good  for  ladies  to  stop  at  ? — Youie, 
&c,    J-  R-  B- 

THE  THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Sir, — Several  points  in  Mr.  Amphlett's  well  iutentioned 
letter  need  correction.  No  successor  to  Mr.  Brougham 
can  be  appointed  until  our  next  committee  meeting,  and 
when  this  is  done  it  will  certainly  not  be  myself.  Mr. 
H.  W.  Higgins,  a  thoroughly  practical  angler,  who  has 
taken  deep  interest  in  the  society,  will,  it  may  be  hoped, 
succeed  to  the  post,  which  is  likely  to  be  of  a  purely 
honorary  character. 

The  committee  (a  thoroughly  representative  body)  are 
not  elected  for  life— quite  the  contrary— one-fourth  of- 
their  number  retiring  every  year,  although  eligible  for 
re-election,  and  the  representatives  cf  the  Angle i\s'  and 
Central  Associations  are,  each  annually  elected.  Tha 
committee,  do  not  elect  themselves,  but  only  till  up 
vacancies,  the  election  resting  entirely  with  the  members 
at  the  annual  meeting,  usually  held  in  July  of  each  year, 
notice  of  this  meeting  being  sent  to  them  all. 

The  society  pays  no  office  rent,  the  amount  of  rent 
being  put  down  as  a,  donation  on  the  other  side  of  the 
account,  a  needless,  but  long  prevailing  custom,  which 
has,  no  doubt,  led  to  much  misapprehension 

Having  some  experience  of  committees,  I  can  assure  the 
fr'ends  of  the  society,  and  its  critics  also,  that  its  work  has 
been  done  as  well  as  its  funds  have  permitted,  aud  that  Mr. 
Alderman  Nuthall  (its  esteemed  president),  Mr.  F.  Berry, 
and  many  of  the  committee  and  friends  have  given  time 
and  thought  unsparingly  to  its  work,  very  often  at  con- 
siderable monetary  cost,  which  no  balance  sheet  could 
ever  show.  ; 

Mr.  Amphlett's  letter  raises  many  debateable  questions, 
but  I  may  say  the  committee  are,  and  have  been,  fully 
a'ive  to  the  desirability  of  improving  the  organisation  of 
the  grand  old  society,  which  has  done  so  much  good  work 
in  the  past  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  Thames 
anglers. 

Its  outgoings  in  the  way  of  re-stookmg  and  preservation 
are  likely  to  be  far  greater  than  hitherto  iu  proportion  to 
its  income,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  now  receive  tho 
universal  suppoit  it  has  so  long  pleaded  for,  and  failed  to 
obtain.— I  am,  yours,  T.  Crumplen. 

Dear  Sir,— Whilst  fully  agreeing  with  the  greater  part 
of  Mr.  Amphlett's  interesting  letter,  I  must  think  him  a 
liL,  unfair  in  his  criticism  on  the  London  club  angler, 
whom,  he  declares,  does  not  support  the  T.A.P.S.  as  he 
ought,  and  quotes  the  present  income  against  that  of  an 
earlier  period,  which  shows  a  falling  off  of  nearly  £200,  a 
matter  serious  enough  in  itself,  but  of  little  moment  to  tho 
average  club  angler,  especially  those  north  of  tho  Thames, 
whose  members  seldom  fish  the  Lower  Thames  or  that 
part  of  the  river  with  which  the  T.A  P.S.  is  solely 
interested.  May  I  ask,  in  all  fairness,  why  tho  club 
angler  should  'so  often  be  held  up  to  such  stern  rebuke  for 
not  subscribing  more  liberally  to  a  Society  whose  efforts 
are  mainly  directed  to  putting  in  fish  between  Twickenham  - 
and  Staines,  moTe  often  Kingston,  and  consequently  that 
part  of  the  river  mostly  affoeted  by  tho  punt  angler,  whoso 
"  ten  or  twelve  dozen  of  fine  roach  and  dace  "  are  so  often 
recorded  in  B.'s  reports  to  your  paper,  under  which  wa 
sometimes  road  ;  "  Tho  bank  anglers  have  been  getting  a 
few  roach  and  dace."  Now  as  most  club  anglers  are  bank 
anglers  it  is  eaiy  to  see  who  reaps  the  benelit  of  the 
Association's  work,  the  club  angler,  who  has  often  t  > 
go  a  bit  short  to  buy  his  railway  ticket,  or  tho  gentleman 
who  pays  for  the  services  of  a  professional  fisherman,  and 
who,  in  a  great  many  eases,  neither  subscribes  to  the  fund 
or  even  knows  of  its  existence  Some  time  since,  some 
oue  suggested  in  your  columns  that  collecting  boxes  should 
be  placed  in  each  punt,  anl  1  for  one. do  not  see  why  the 
suggestion  should  not  be  carried  out,  as  many  a  punt 
angler  would  gladly  subscribe  h,is  shilling  to  the  society 
who  providos  his  sport,  after  a  successful  day's  (idling. 
Now  that  the  old  scciety  is  about  to  undergo  repair  i,  it 
would  be  a  great  help  and  eaving  if  an  architect  could  bo 
found  capablo  of  drawing  up  plans  of  reconstruction  more 
acceptable  to  London  clubs  and  the  other  re  stocking 
associations,  and  which  may  have  Che  much  to  bo  desired 
effect  of  future  amalgamation,  which  would  mean  a  great 
saving  in  working  expenses,  and  a  far  heavier  list  of  club 
subscriptions.- Yours,  Ac.  F.  Baitf.rm.n. 
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MIDLAND  ANGI,F,HS  AM)  TIIE  SEVERN 
FISHERY  BOABD. 

RlR, — My  loiter  re.  I  lie  above  appears  to  bavo  alarmed 
the  boUi  secretary  of  I  lie  Malvern  Association  of  Anglers. 
1  att&okea  no  individual |  simply  a  principle— says  Mr. 
lliggn  "  All  we  ask  in  t tint  tlie  Severn  Fishery  Board  give 

to  <:  'so  fish  that  protection  to  which  they  aro,  by  law, 

entitled."    Then  is  no  law,  savn  technically,  to  protect 
coai'HO  fish  other  than  tho  Mundolla  Act  which,  all  things 
considered,  works  in  my  opinion,  smoothly  and  well. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Higgs  is  not  aware  that  Fishery  Hoards  were 
never  constituted  for  the  protection  of  coarso  fish  at  all. 
They  wore  established  primarily  for  the  protection  of 
salmon,  trout,  and  char,  and  I  repeat  that  if  the  Severn 
Hoard  have  boon  taking  money  for  trout  and  char  licences, 
tho  suid  licences  applying  to  rivers  or  streams  within  their 
jurisdiction  in  which  it  cun  be  proved  that  neither  fish 
abound  or  exists,  they  have  so  taken  it  other  than  by  legal 
authority.    Not  long  ago  an  agitation  was  raised  in  the 
North  M  idlands  in  favour  of  a  Bill  for  imposing  a  lioence 
on  tho  rods  of  coarso  fishers,  but,  owing  to  tho  opposition 
encountered,  especially  in  Sheffield,  tho  proposed  measure 
died  a  natural  death.     Such  a  Bill  would  prove,  in  my 
opinion,  an  everlasting  blessing  to  the  workingman  coarse 
fisher.   The  whole  question  at  prosent  in  dispute  turns, 
as  Mr.  White  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Associa'ion, 
puts  it,  "  Havo  tho  Severn  Board  the  power  to  prosecute 
anglers  for  taking  coarso  fish  without  having  a  trout 
liconoe  P  "   I  say  decidedly  no,  though  the  whole  question 
turns  on  the  crucial  point :   "  Do  the  Severn  anglers, 
having  no  licences,  frequent  and  fish  in  streams  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Board  in  which  trout  aro  actually 
known  to  abound  ?  "    If  they  do,  and  take  trout  or  char, 
they  aro  liable  to  prosecution.    Mr.  Higgs  may  possibly 
bo  a  lawyer,  and,  if  he  is  he  must  know  that  I  am  right. 
At  all  events  I  hopo  he  will  keep  his,"  hair  on."  Iam 
not  a  lawyer  but  a  fisher,  and  one  of  the  practical  sort. 
Certain^  members  of  tho  Severn  Board  are  also  practical, 
and  I  imagine  they  know  what  they  are  about.  To 
shorten  the  matter  Mr.  Higgs  should  go  into  their  waters, 
catoh  a  trout  without  a  liconce,  under  the  eyes  of  a 
district  water  bailiff,  plead  ignorance  of  the  law,  and 
await  results.  i        The  Biter  bit. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  SALMON  RIVERS. 
Sir, — In  the  Finking  Gazette  of  Jan.  2  last,  your  corres- 
pondent Mr.  Geo.  Kempster  asked  for  "  the  names  of  all 
rivers  in  England  and  Wales  from  which  salmon  are  in  the 
habit  of  being  taken."    No  reply  having  been  vouchsafed, 

I  would  refer  your  correspondent  to  "  Whitaker's 
Almanack,"  under  the  heading  of  "  Close  time  for  game, 
wild  birds,  and  fish,"  in  which  most  of  the  salmon  rivers 
of  England  and  Wales  are  mentioned.  Also  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  "  Blue  Book,"  annual  report  of  the  Inland 
Fisheries  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  I  think  the 
publishers  Messrs.  Eyre  and  Spottiswode,  and  the  price  of 
the  book,  about  Is. 

Mr.  Geo.  Kelson  (late  Fishing  Editor  of  Land  and 

II  ater)  brought  out  a  card,  some  eight  years  ago,  giving 
all  the  salmon  rivers  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  the  clcss 
times  for  nets  and  rods. 

It  is  out  of  print,  but  I  shall  be  glad  to  lend  your  cor- 
respondent,  Mr.  Geo.  Kempster,  the  card  referred  to.— 
Faithfully  yours  H.  S.  Harland. 

J  TJ1?^  AnSler  s  Diary,"  published  at  Is.  6d.  at  the 
f  ield  Office,  also  gives  the  information  wanted.— Ed.] 

BEADING  AND  DISTRICT  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  requested  by  the  committee  of  this 
association  to  call  your  attention  to  the  publication  in 
your  issue  of  Feb.  6  of  a  paragraph  recounting  the 
results  ot  a  pegged-down  reaching  contest  near  Reading, 
which  is  headed  by  the  woriis  at  the  top  of  this  letter. 

The  Reading  and  District  Angling  Association  was 
founded  about  twenty-one  years  ago,  and  has  steadily  and 
successfully  worked  ever  since,  for  the  prevention  of 
illegal  practices  and  the  increase  of  fish  of  all  kinds  in  the 
section  of  the  Thames  (extending  from  Goring  down  to 
isniplake)  which  it  has  had  under  its  care.  The  body  of 
gentlemen  so  long  associated  in  this  purely  philanthropic 
work  have,  during  the  whole  of  this  time,  bad  but  one 
object  in  view,  viz.  the  provision  of  sport  for  all  legitimate 
anglers,  with  special  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  working 
man.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  scarcely  ten  per  cent,  of  our 
subscribers  are  anglers,  and  I  may  say  with  certainty  that 
not  one  ot  them  has  ever  fished  in  a  "pegged-down" 
match. 

My  committee  have  always  recognised,  and  for  many 
years  encouraged  financially  and  in  other  ways,  the 
angling  clubs  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  estab- 
lished in  the  town,  regarding  the  honest  working  man 
angler  as  a  good  sportsman  who  deserves  all  support  and 
makes  a  capital  bailiff. 

I  am  requested  to  say,  further,  that  none  of  the  names 
mentioned  in  the  paragraph  referred  to  are  known  to  us. 
W  e  are  glad  to  see  that  they  observe  so  good  a  standard  of 
size  in  their  competitions,  but  must  protest  against  an 
impertinent  and  grossly  misleading  assumption  of  a  title 
held  a11  these  yQars--I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  very 
faithfully,  Fredk.  Brown, 

Hon.  Secretary  Reading  and  District 

n  ~i  w  I      „  ,  ,  ^  Angling  Association. 

Great  Western  Hotel,  Reading. 

FISH  DISEASE  IN  AQUARIUM. 
t  vij  °IB  — fs  an  old  reader  of  the  Fishing  Gazette, 
I  should  be  mcst  grateful  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could 
account  for  the  following. 

y,eoriaT,e  a^conle.r^atory  here>  fay.  20ft-  long,  10ft.  wide 
Thl  fii  gb-'i ?ya6h™  b,?T?  turned  into  an  aquarium 
Ihe  fish,  consisting  of  small  trout,  gold  fish,  carp,  perch 


daoo,  catfish,  jack,  &o.,  were  plac9  in  large  glass  tanks, 
with  rock  work,  stones,  wuter-woeds  and  grass,  &c,  in  the 
conservatory  early  last  January,  and  have  done  well  till 
recently,  T^hey  have  nearly  all  developed  lately  a  quantity 
of  globular  transparent  spots  from  head  to  tail,  which 
spread  rapidly.  They  do  not  care  to  be  fed,  have  become 
very  inactive,  and  like  to  lurk  behind  the  weeds  almost 
motionloss.  After  a  few  days  they  cannot  open  their 
mouths,  prosent  a  very  livid  appearance,  and  eventually 
oome  to  the  surface  dead. 

Messrs.  Gioan  and  Co.,  of  Covent  Garden,  send  a  man 
occasionally,  but  he  cannot  account  for  it  in  anyway.  The 
fish  are  in  large  tanks,  with  water  always  running  in  and 
out,  and  they  are  fed  every  day  at  2  o'clock  on  small 
garden  worms.  The  temperature  of  the  house  is  00°  day 
and  night,  and  the  door  generally  kept  shut.  The  sun 
having  been  rather  strong  on  some  days  lately,  we  have 
pasted  brown  paper  on  the  exposed  sides  of  the  tanks, 
thinking  the  sun  may  be  the  cause,  but  with  no  better 
results. 

If  y-oa  or  any  of  your  contributors  would  answer  my 
inquiries,  I  should  be  very  pleased. — I  remain,  dear  sir, 
yours  very  truly;  Charles  Binns. 

[It  looks  as  if  the  fish  were  poisoned  ?  Is  the  water 
pure  ?  Perhaps  you  over-feed  them,  and  have  too  many 
in  each  aquarium.  Send  a  sketch  of  how  water  runs  in 
and  out.  If  you  asked  the  fish  they  would  say  it  was  "  all 
on  account  "  of  the  catfish. — Ed.] 


ICELAND. 

Dear  Sir,— If   "  Ginger   Hackle "  will   write  me 
privately  to  13,  Brunswick-terrace,  Windsor,  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  give  him  some  useful  information  re  Iceland, 
but  it  must  not  bo  under  a  nom  de  plume. — Yours,  &c, 
______     B.  R.  Bainbridce. 

-  THE  PULLET  END  FOR  SEA  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  insert  this 
apology  to  Mr.  Grant.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  I 
unwittingly  assigned  the  invention  of  that  boon  to  sea 
anglers,  the  pulley  end,  to  my  friend,  John  Bickerdyke. 
Ih9  fact  is  I  have  had,  to  thank  the  latter  for  so  many 
useful  wrinkles  that  the  error  was,  in  my  case,  a  natural 
one.  Still,  it  was  careless  on  my  part  to  have  made  the 
mistake  in  any  case,  and  I  gladly  express  my  regret,  and 
ask  Mr.  Grant's  forgiveness. — Yours  very  truly, 

.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 

RAINBOW  TROUT— VISIT  TO  THE  WYRESDALE 
HATCHERY. 
Sir,— Through  the  courtesy  of  publishing  my  inquiry 
re  rainbow  trout,  which  appeared  in  your  issue  of  Dec.  19, 
1896,  I  have  been  enabled  to  take  advantage  of  Captain 
Ormerod's  kind  invitation  to  inspect  his  fishery  at  Scorton, 
with  a  view  to  having  the  suitability  of  rainbow  trout  for 
stocking  purposes  demonstrated.  As  the  subject  is  of 
much  interest  to  many  of  your  readers,  especially  so 
in  Lancashire,  where  fishing  is  confined  to  landlocked 
water,  it  is  only  fair  that  some  publicity  should  be  given 
for  the  information  gamed.  At  the  same  time  I  have  to 
thank  two  such  excellent  authorities  as  Herr  Jaffe  and 
Mr.  Fred  Mather,  who  so  kindly  interested  themselves  in 
my  inquiries. 

In  conjunction  with  several  well  known  anglers  a  visit 
was  paid  to  Scorton  on  Saturday  afternoon  of  the  26th  ult. 
Mr.  Andrew  Henry,  the  secretary  of  the  fishery,  met  the 
party  at  the  station,  and  after  a  drive  of  two  miles,  our 
destination  is  reached.  Duly  recording  our  names  in  the 
visitors'  book,  a  tour  of  inspection  was  made.  The  first 
thing  that  strikes  the  angler  ia  the  compactness  of  the 
whole  fishery.  The  engineering,  which  is  the  work  of 
Captain  Ormerod,  assisted  by  Mr.  Henry,  is  simplicity  com- 
bined with  solidity ;  every  spare  inch  of  ground  is  economised 
without  undue  cramping;  every  pond  being  within  oasy 
reach  of  each  other,  each  receives  its  fair  amount  of  atten- 
tion. 

The  flow  of  water,  which  is  diverted  from  streams  and 
springs  on  the  captain's  estate,  maintains  a  uniform 
temperature,  winter  and  summer,  of  48  degrees.  So  com- 
plete are  the  arrangements  that  a  miniature  railroad  is 
laid  in  connection  with  all  the  ponds,  which  greatly  assist 
the  handling  of  fish. 

Our  visit  being  to  inspect  the  rainbow  trout,  attention 
was  naturally  turned  to  these  ponds.  Unfortunately, 
owing  to  the  heavy  storm  the  night  previously,  the  water 
had  become  much  discoloured.  This  greatly  interfered  with 
the  observations  we  wished  to  make.  After  a  few  attempts 
to  make  the  fish  sport  themselves  the  ponds  were  given  a 
rest  while  we  noticed  some  stock  fish  of  the  levenensis  and 
fano  ;  many  of  the  former  very  heavy  weights,  one  speci- 
men 13Jlb.  Some  of  the  levenensis  yearlings  we  saw 
spoke  of  the  splendid  pedigree  of  their  parents,  many  of 
them  fully  7in.  long. 

Retracing  our  steps  to  the  Salnm  irUens,  a  net  was  run 
through  the  pond,  and  a  few  of  the  parent  fish  brought 
to  the  bank.  Words  •  cannot ,  describe  the  beautiful 
picture  they  presented,  and  no  illustration  we  have  seen 
do  them  justice.  Mr.  Fred  Mather  describes  the  rainbow 
as  a  black  spotted  trout,  with  a  crimson  band  running  the 
whole  length  of  each  side  of  the  fish,  varying  in  width 
ihis  is  rather  a  brief  description.  To  this  might  be  added 
their  beautiful  shape,  a  short,  thick  head,  with  a  well- 
proportioned  body,  and  an  abundance  of  flesh  without 
undue  stumpiness,  whilst  the  colouring  is  perfection  in 
addition  to  the  numerous  black  spots  the  body  is 
beautiful  shade  of  green.  The  crimson  band,  we  believe, 
is  only  seen  on  the  male  fish.  The  weight  of  the  fish  fully 
bears  out  Herr  Jaffe 's  statement,  which  appeared  in  the 
Ftshtng  Gazette  Aug.  19,  1895.  The.  rainbows  we  saw, 
though  not  quite  four  years  old,  would  average  -lib.  to  51b 
whale  yearling  fish,  though  only  hatched  last  May,  cannot 
be  more  than  ten  months  c  Id,  ran  up  to  7iu„  and  would 
certainly  be  double  the  weight  of  levens  or  fario.  This 


again,  confirms  Herr  Jaffe's  table  of  lengths  and  weight, 
Of  course,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  would  thrive 
so  quickly  in  other  waters,  seeing  that  they  are  artificially 
fed  with  beef  ;  still,  the  fact  remains,  they  are  much  bigger 
and  heavier  fish  than  either  levenensis  or  fario,  both  of 
which  are  fed  under  similar  conditions.  So  assured  is  Capt 
Ormerod  of  their  success  in  British  waters,  gained  fron 
considerable  experience,  he  is  now  doubling  the  ponds  at 
Wyresdale  in  order  to  cope  with  the  increasing  demanl 
At  the  present  moment  everything  is  in  full  swing  for  thf 
spawning  operations,  and  a  visit  to  the  fiehery  would  b« 
well  repaid.  In  the  hatching  house  we  saw  something  like 
half  a  million  fry  in  the  healthiest  condition,  amongst 
which  there  is  a  cross  between  fario  and  sea  trout,  an 
expeiiment  that  is  to  be  carefully  watched.  !i! 

In  conclusion,  so  impressed  was  the  party  with  the 
result  of  their  visit,  that  large  orders  were  placed  for  year- 
ling rainbow.  The  conclusion  arrived  at  has  been  further 
strengthened  by  conversation  with  Mr.  Massey,  who  is  now 
on  a  visit  to  Manchester.  This  gentleman,  a  "well-known 
angler  and  sportsman  in  the  States,  has  had  considerable 
experience  with  rainbow,  says  that  for  a  free  rising  fish 
they  have  no  equal,  and  when  hooked  are  the  gamest  of 
fish.  Given  any  ordinary  condition  of  water  they  quickly 
acolimatise  themselves,  and  soon  provide  an  abundance  of 
sport.— I  am,  &c,  J.  Pendrigh. 

Manchester.  ' 

ARE  SALMON  FLIES  CORRECTLY  BUILT  ?  I 
Sir, — Mr.  Fenwick  McAllum  writes  to  point  out  that  he 
sometimes  gets  more  "offers"  than  "  marriages  "  when 
fishing  with  the  usual  salmon  fly. 

For  many  years  back  I  have  gone  in  almost  exclusively 
for  trout  fishing  on  my  annual  holiday,  but  I  have  fished  a 
good  deal  during  my  life  for  salmon,  and  I  used  to  dress  a 
good  salmon  fly — for  an  amateur,  who  had  hardly  any 
iessons  to  start  with. 

Before  I  deal  with  the  dressing  of  salmon  flies,  let  me 
say  that  a  good  deal  depends  on  how  a  fly  is  presented  to  a 
salmon ;  and  in  saying  this  I  mean  no  reflection  on 
Mr.  McAllum  as  a  fisherman.  A  very  excellent  salmon 
fisherman  once  impressed  on  me,  when  I  was  young 
and  easily  moulded,  that  it  was  generally  unwise  to 
fish  too  near  the  surface  or  to  let  a  fly  cross  the  river  too 
rapidly — he  gave  me  instances  of  this  out  of  his  great  ex- 
perience ;  one,  when  a  brother  fisherman  was  complaining 
of  having  a  number  of  "  offers,"  and  hooking  no  fish  (or 
few),  he  simply  advised  him  to  sink  his  fly  well,  and  the 
luck  at  once  turned  ;  and  so  impressed  was  I  with  this,  in 
early  days,  that  I  ever  after  followed  his  advice.  "  Th9re 
is  nothing  new  under  the  sun,"  and  this  is  as  old  as 
salmon  fishing  itself  is— yet  there  are  old  salmon  fishermen 
who  believe  in  fishing  near  the  surface,  and  who  would  not 
sink  the  fly  if  they  saw  a  hundred  salmon  come  for  and 
miss  their  flies. 

And  so  it  is  of  short-winged  or  wingless  flies,  they  hav  e 
their  day  or  hour.  I  am  entirely  of  opinion  that  flies, 
such  as  I  have  so  often  seen,  generaUy  from  Ireland,  with 
the  wings  considerably  larger  than  the  irons,  are  built 
only  for  greedy,  hungry  fish. 

Now  and  then  a  very  short-winged  fly  may  answer,  lontT 
am  a  strong  believer  in  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  the 
bulk  of  salmon  fishermen  of  repute,  and  in  medio  txtix. 
simus  ibis,  is  a  safe  rule  in  more  things  than  salmon  fiiss 
and  their  wings. 

If  very  short  or  very  long  winged  flies  were  of  more  than 
occasional  use,  they  would  have  become  popular  long  ere 
no_W._  It  is  wise  to  err  on  the  side  of  shortness  in  my 
opinion — but  not  to  overdo  it. 

Messrs.  Farlow  (if  I  remember  rightly)  for  a  consider- 
able time  have  advertised  a  salmon  fly  with  only  short 
wings  and  double  hooks  (illustrated),  which  looked  like 
taking  in  short  rising  fish  ;  but  it  is  one  thing  to  be  taken  in 
with  a  new  idea,  and  another  to  get  the  fish  to  be  equally 
ready  to  be  taken  in.  Yes,  and  taken  out  by  means  of  thesa 
flies,  and  of  which  I  have  no  experience.  They  always 
remind  me  of  a  growing  schoolboy  with  legs  and  arms 
pushed  well  through  his  clothes — rather  ungainly. 

Of  course  every  salmon  fisher  knows  that  fishiug  too 
near  the  surface  is  only  one  cause  of  fish  taking  short.  In 
a  full  water,  with  fish  moving  slowly  on  to  the  upper 
reaches,  this  may  happen,  and  I  suppose  the  fish  may  be 
tired,  and  so  rise  lazily  ;  or  in  a  low  clear  watar,  fish  which 
have  lain  long  in  the  pools  may  take  short ;  but  at  other 
times  it  is  beyond  the  wisdom,  of  man  to  understand  why 
the  fish  take  so  short,  and  equally  so  why  at  times  they  go 
mad  over  some  feathers  tied  on  a  steel  hook.  "  It's  a 
mad  world,  my  masters,"  and  fishes  have  their  mad  days. 
At  least  so  thinks  your  correspondent,  and— Yours  truly, 

E.  M.  Ton. 

[The  fly  Messrs.  Farlow  advertised  was  the  John 
Bickerdyke  fly  for  tempting  Salmo  Irritans.— Ed.] 

SHRIMP  PASTE  FOR  BAIT. 
Sir,— In  a  footnote  to  Mr.  G.  Austin's  letter,  as  you  refer  ' 
to  me,  I  may  say  that  I  believe  I  was  the  first  to  invent  this 
paste.  But  that  was  ouly  last  year,  and  I  wished  to  send 
it  on  to  your  correspondent,  "Black  Hackle,"  as  an 
experiment  to  try  on  sea  and  bull  trout,  and  he  did  manage 
to  kill  with  it. 

.  1  have  never  tried  it  yet,  and,  indeed,  I  may  wait 
awhile  ere  its  use  is  in. Healed.    1  prefer  fly  fishing. 

I  cannot  say  how  it  will  kill  trout  in  a  reservoir  ;  t  hat  is 
qmte  another  matter.  1  should  bo  more  inclined  to  , pin 
my  faith  or.  a  well  secured  worm  or  a  live  minnow.  But 
till  it  is  tried  who  can  say  how  it  will  go  P  I  wonder  what 
roach  and  chub  would  say  to  it,  or  oven  sea  fish  ? 

It  is  inado  in  a  large  mortar  with  flour,  and  worked  up 
to  a  stifhsh  paste  without  wator,  Crosse  and  Blaokwell's 
shrimp  sauce  being  the  solo  liquid  mod.— J  am,  Ac., 

E.  M.  Tod. 

(Several  important  letters  ate  unavoidably  hell  over.) 
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  NOTICE 


,.  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
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inLondonandtheProvino.es.  '™_v  •  _ 
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Messrs  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors St  Dunn's  Ho^     Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made, 
•or  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  GreatBritain  and 

Ireland   \_  .A 

„  Six  Months  ditto  ditto  «b.  4d. 

Three  Months  ditto  ditto  2s.  8d. 

•o  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription,  ^ 

mcluding  postage   •■• 

Scale  of  Charges  for  Advert' sements.^   _  q 

mePags  "     3  ^  0 

ialf  rage   -2    '  0 

v  Column  or  Quarter  Page   15  0 

ffid^l^taWtach  of  singlecolum'n  (4  cols,  to  page). 

Ti  e  Life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  he 
'roprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
rAvellinz  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
iddresseaTto  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St.  Dunstan  s 
Bouse,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address-"  BIVS AM,  London. 
TELEPHONE  No.  65,083. 


although  quite  early  enough,  trout  are  often  in 
very  good  condition  by  that  time,  and  every  day 
thereafter  they  continue  to  improve.  I  refer  to 
the  lower  and  mid  reaches  of  the  Don,  Deveron, 
Findhorn,  and  such  rivers  as  are  not  directly 
mountain  fed,  and  do  not  run  snow  broth  well 
into  the  early  summer. 

On  such  reaches  there  is  an  early  rise  of  the 
fly ;  but,  besides  that,  trout  are  never  so  much  out 
of  condition  on  these  early  flats,  on  account  of  the 
abnormally  rich  bottom  feeding,  which  is  at  their 
command  all  the  year  round  almost,  so  that  a  very 
short  spell  of  genial  weather,  and  a  very  little 
taste  of  the  dainties,  which  come  with  the 
lengthening  day,  soon  bring  them  on  the  feed. 

On  such  streams  as  the  Dee,  Spey,  and  the  glen 
parts  of  the  Deveron  and  Don  one  need  not  look 
for  acceptable  fish  till  well  into  April,  and  should 
the  season  be  all  the  later  it  will  be  even  May 
before  the  trout  are  in  what  can  be  rightly 
regarded  as  good  sporting  condition.  As  a  rule, 
there  is  little  attempt  made  at  trout  angling  on 
these  later  reaches,  nor  in  any  of  the  mountain 
burns  till  summer  has  made  an  emphatic  imprint 
on  the  landscape,  and  when  both  surface  and 
bank  feeding  are  abundant.  However,  trout 
angling  for  finnock,  where  there  is  an  early  run  of 
these  adolescent  Salnw  fario,  may  occasionally  be 
indulged  in  even  in  the  early  days  of  March  on 
the  Dee  and  Spey  and  kindred  streams,  where 
brown  trout  would  not  be  dreamed  of  so  early. 

The  tidal  waters  always  afford  an  early  cast  for 
finnock  and  sea  trout,  even  during  the  opening 
days  of  the  salmon  fishing  season.  A  basket  ot 
from  a  dozen  to  eighteen  beautiful  finnock  is  a 
common  experience  in  a  single  tide  of,  say, 
from  four  to  six  hours'  fishing.  The  fish  vary 
from  ilb.  to  lib.  and  over,  and  a  dozen  such  fash 
are  really  worth  all  the  trouble  they  cost  in  getting 
them— sometimes  in  the  teeth  of  a  blinding  snow- 
storm, and  at  best  under  a  severe  weather  test, 
the  early  season  of  the  year  might  naturally 


.    m    • 

WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLTJB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MARCH  20th,  1897. 

THE  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF  SPORT. 

We  have  received,  but  not  in  time  to  notice  it 
more  than  very  briefly  this  week,  No.  1,  being  the 
March-  number  of  a  very  fine  new  work,  called 
the  "Encyclopaedia  of  Sport."    It  is  well  illus- 
trated, and  is  edited  by  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  Hedley 
Peek,  and  F.  G.  Aflalo,  and  h  published  by 
'  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Bullen,   Pi,  Hennetta- 
'  street,  Covent  Garden.    The  augling  portion  ot 
No.  1  is  done  by  Mr.  Wm.  Senior  and  Mr.  John 
Bickerdyke.    We  advise  our  readers  who  would 
like  full  details  about  this  work  to  write  to  the 
,  publishers  for  a  prospectus.    We  hops  to  refer 
to  it  more  fully  next  week,  only  adding  here  that 
we  hope  the  work  will  have  the  success  it  deserves. 
We  hear  Part  I.  is  selling  very  well  indeed. 

THE  TROUT  SEASON  IN  SCOTLAND. 


If  February  be  anything  like  an  open  month,  a 
start  is  usually  made  on  the  earlier  fronting 
streams  with  the  advent  of  March.  However, 
should  the  weather  be  all  the  severer,  the  season 
is  accordingly  prolonged  into  April.  It  would  be 
all  the  better  for  the  trout,  wlien  a  close  time  does 
a  come,  that  it  should  take  effect  on  Ajjril  1  ;  but 
*I  fear  that  March  1  will  be  the  utmost  limit  any 
Legislature  will  grant. 

With  regard  to  the  lower  reaches  of  the  earlier 
streams,  March  1  is  not  out  of  place ;  and 


surest.  A  really  fine  day  in  February,  or  a 
series  of  fine  days,  are  not  unique,  but  the  average 
tone  of  the  weather  is  the  opposite  of  fine,  in  our 
northern  latitudes  at  least. 

I  need  not  pause  to  discuss  the  quality  ot  the 
early  finnock,  which  mend  very  quickly  m  the 
main  stream,  when  there  is  any  feeding  agoing,  and 
will  pass  muster  as  far  as  colour  is  concerned, 
although  wanting  in  fat  and  plumpness.  When 
he  gets  into  the  tidal  waters  he  puts  on  condition 
very  quickly,  for  there  he  meets  with  more 
abundance,  and  he  may  and  does  mix  with  the 
fresh  run  finnock,  and  is  basketed  alongside  ot 
bim  Only  an  expert  can  distinguish  between 
these  two  grades  of  finnock,  and  the  average 
ano-ler  does  not  care  to  be  over  fastidious.  More 
over,  he  sees  them  in  the  fishmonger  s  window 
and  that  is  quite  enough  authority  for  him  to  put 
them  in  his  creel.  Of  course  the  fisherman 
netting  our  tidal  streams  for  finnock  considers  all 
that  comes  within  scope  of  his  net  as  fish,  and  never 
for  a  moment  considers  he  is  doing  an  illegal 
action  when  he  drags  ashore  half  a  hundred  weight 
of  "kelt"  finnock  of  a  morning,  and  pack  them 
off  post  haste  to  market,  with  his  other  con 

^rTsuch  reaches  as  the  Crathes  water  of  the 
Dee,  leased  by  Mr.  Mann,  of  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Aberdeen,  one  of  the  attractions  offered  along 
with  its  excellent  salmon  angling  is  its  excellent 
sea  trout  and  finnock  fishing.    Here  a  basket  may 
be  made  in  the  early  days  of  March,  when  there 
is  any  show  of  fly  at  all,  that  is  most  astonishing. 
The  best  part  of  the  water  for  finnock  angling  is 
the  haughs,  opposite  the  month  of  the  leugh. 
Here  the  finnock  congregate.    Those,  which  are 
freshly  run,  clean,  plump,  and  silvery  beauties  of 
12oz.  and  l  io/..,  trying  to  get  into  the  leugh  or, 
at  least,  tasting  its  waters,  may  be  got  at  the 
same  time  as  those  which  have  just  migrated 
from  the  Feugh  to  the  main  stream  and  are  on 
their  way  down  to  the  sea.    They  have  left  the 
Wen  waters  of  the  Feugh 
richer  and  warmer  feeding  grounds  of  the  Dee, 
..nrl   vinidlv  eet  into  a  silvery,   though  lean, 
Zdi  ioPn  t^t'is  hard  to  distinguish  from  that  of 
the  f  esh-run  fish,    Generally  they  go  into  the 
basket  together  and  help  to  swell  the  fry,  » 
nineteen  JLes  out  of  twenty, 
on  the  part  of  the  angler,  and  in  the  firm  be  he 
that  they  are  fresh  run  fish,  though  somewhat 
thrn    On  many  other  parts  of  the  Dee  there  are 
well  known  lies  where  an  acceptable  basket  of  sea 


trout,  or  rather  finnock,  may  be  looked  for  m  the 
early  days  of  March,  and  the  same  on  the  Spey. 

On  the  early  reaches  of    the  Don,  Ythan, 
Deveron,  and  Findhorn  trout  angling  usually 
commences  with  the  first  rise  of  the  March  Brown. 
On  these  earlier  reaches,  which  are  found  on  the 
lower  parts  of  the  Don  and  Deveron  in  particular-, 
the  trout  are  of  a  heavier  size  than  is  commonly 
found  further  up  the  valleys.    The  rivers  here 
pass  over  richer  feeding  grounds.    The  soil  is 
usually  clay  or  clay  loam,  while  further  inland 
the  soils  are  of  a  lighter  nature,  and  the  bottom 
of  the  streams  sandy  or  pebbly  after  the  nature 
of  the  adjoining  lands.     On  the  reaches  about 
Pilmedden,  Monymusk,  and  such  like  Don  waters, 
the  trout  are  seldom  out  of  condition,  so  rich  is 
the  bottom  feeding.    And  even  in  an  average 
winter  most  of  the  fish  in  these  early  reaches  are 
on  the  rise  with  the  advent  of  March.    As  a  rule 
they  are  splendidly  coloured  and  fight  game. 
Till  the  March  Brown  is  well  on  the  water  they 
do  not  rise  readily  to  the  fly,  and  are  more  easily 
killed  with  bottom  or  bait  fishing.    The  worm  is 
a  fatal  lure,  and  simply  irresistible  to  these  well 
fed  fish.    The  small  phantom  is  another  taking 
lure,  and  the  Brown  and  Blue  Devon,  where 
there  is  a  bit  of  current.     On  some  of  these 
waters  it  has  been  necessary  to  forbid  everything 
but  the  fly,  and  Sir  Arthur  Grant,  who  is  a 
most  liberal  patron  to  all  and  sundry,  is  most 
particular  in  regard  to  this  rule.    Should  any 
angler  be  detected  trying  a  chance  cast  with  the 
worm,  or  a  spin  with  a  Devon,  his  day's  sport  is 
immediately  at  an  end  as  far  as  the  laird  of  Mony 
musk's  waters  are  concerned,  and  he  need  never 
look  for  a  renewal  of  the  favour,  however  humble 
an  apology  he  may  deem  fit  to  make  in  return  tor 
the  transgression.    By  this  means  Sir  Arthurs 
waters  carry  a  splendid  head  of  trout,  and  are 
always  worth  spending  a  day  on  when  it  can  be  got. 
The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  is  another  liberal  patron,  and 
throws  his  Ythan  reaches  open  to  those  applying 
for  a  daily  ticket  at  Haddo  House  Estate  Office. 

On  the  Deveron  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Gordon  has  placed  an  excellent  reach  of  angling 
water  at  the  disposal  of  anglers  near  Huntly,  and 
a  code  of  rules  for  its  protection  has  been  drawn 
up  by  the  local  anglers,  and  approved  by  His 
Grace  which  might  with  much  profit  be  adopted 
all  over  the  country.  Here  angling  does  not 
commence  till  April  1.  G.  M. 


BRITISH  SEA  ANGLERS'  DINNER. 

ANNUAL  GATHERING  AT  CANNON 
STREET  HOTEL. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  members  of  the 
BSAS  held  their  fourth  annual  dinner  m  the 
Great  Hall  of  the  Cannon-street  Hotel,  when  over 
200  persons  were  seated  at  table.  The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  Gerald  Geoghegan.  who  had  on  hs 
rio-ht  his  Worship  ike  Mayor  of  Deal,  and  Mr. 
M.  M.  Bbownaegree,  CLE.,  M  P.,  filled  the  vice- 
chair.    The  official  list  of  those  present  was  as 

follows  :  _  . 

H  H.  Afford,  F.  G.  Aflalo,  M.  Aflalo,  G.  A 
Allen,  A.  F.  Annear,  C.  Antonini,  Chas.  Hy.  Ball, 
Henry  Ball  (hon.  secretary),  C.  E.  M.  Barker,  H. 
Barker  and  guest,  J.  S.  Barnes,  F.  Barrow, 1.  F. 
Barrow,  J.  Basten,  J.  S.  Bates.  E.  Bessie,  M  M. 
Bhownaggree,  CLE.,  M  P..  R.  G.  Bradshaw  G  H. 
Briand,  E.  Brigden,  C.  Clover  Brown,  E.  W 
Browning,  R.   S.   Buffery,  A.  D  Cammeyer, 
Bentinck  Canney,  R.  B.  Bentinck  Canney,  W.  C 
Canton,  C.  R.  Catchpool.  Thos.  Ohatto,  J.  Badger- 
Clark,  H.  N.  Clark,  Ernest  V.  (  lark,   G.  K. 
Clarke,  Francis   A.  Clarke,   Percy  1.  Goggin, 
Vincent  Cox,  W.  Cox,  E.  C.  Cummins  R  Curtice 
R  A.  Danvers,  Davies,  His  Worship  the  Mayor  of 
Deal.theTownCleik  of  Deal,  Charles  V  .  Dean,H.C 
Dean,  Thos.  Dennc,  G.  1$.  Dobson  D  J.  Drakeford. 
C  H.  Edwards,  G.  Stanley  Elliot,  W  H  Elsmore 
Chas.  Farlow,  G.  Feldon,  Major  Fielde  1-  A. 
Ford   A   F.  Forward,  H.  S.  Foster,  M.P.,  Ceo 
Gamble,  A.  J.  Gaseoyue,  Gerald  Geoghegan  and 
cuest    II.    Griffiths,   Jacob   Guedalla,  Herbert 
Haia     F     Haig,    Robert    Haig    and  guests, 
Edward  Hanger.  Chas.  Handley,  John  Handley, 
J.  M.  Hcam,  H.  W.  Higgins,  Fredk.  Higham, 
E.  Holbrow,  T.  Holmes,  L    Incledon    N.  J2. 
Jauralde,  0.  F.  Jemmcll,  Dr.  Johns,  C.  T  Bulkc- 
ley  Johnson,  G.  F.  Johnson  and  guest,  Ale.«r. 
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Jones,  W.  If.  KisIhcv,  E.  W.  Hurts,  C.  Lane,  A.  L. 
Luwrenco,  Ool.  Leathers  and  guest,  W.  J.  Lee,  J. 
Lewiugtmi,  A  rtbur  hitch  liehl,  G .  II .  Lucas,  Lutting- 
bam,  Duncan  Mackintosh  and  guest,  T.  Marriott,  R. 
Biddulph  Martin,  M.P.  (lion,  treas.),  A.  R.Mathews, 
G.  Maull,  McKinnbok,  T.  .1.  Miller,  C.  O.  Mincbin, 
A.  W.  Slusgrave,  J.  Myers,  .J.  Neal,  0.  .1.  Noble, 
A.  H.  Norman,  F.  W.  Norman,  W.  Norton,  A. 
Nuthall,  Alderman  A.  Nuthall,  J. P.,  H.  Pantz, 
A.   W.   Parker,  W.  ('.  Parkhurst,  Arthur  F. 
Paunore,  Leonard  N.  S.  I'asmore,  Wilberforce  S. 
Paamore,  Obarlei  Patterson,  M.B.  and  guest, 
S.  (i.  I'echell,  tho  Rev.  Henry  Pinder,  Presise, 
Arthur  Price,  B.  P.  Koberson,  John  Robinson,  H. 
Royle,  Edwd.  Salmon,  W.  Salter,  J.  Scrivener, 
Win.  Senior)  Thomas  Sewell.W.  H.  Shaw,  S.  Sham, 
Col.  Shipway,  A.  R.  Simmons,  Henry  Simmons 
and  guest,  Geo.  Slater,  S.  Small,  S.  W.  Smith  and 
guest,  W.  Marsden  Smith,  Blower  Smith,  C. 
Stacey,  T.  H.  Stevens,  A.  R.  Sullock,  A.  Sweat- 
man,  R.  J.  Symonds,  J.  F.  Tattersall,  A.  W. 
Taylor,  G.  B.  Taylor,  H.  R.  Taylor,  Edward 
Temple,  W.  M.  Thomas,  C.  Thwaites,  C.  Tufnell, 
( I.  Venables,  Arthur  Verity,  F.  G.  Vincent,  W.  C. 
Waeher,  W.  D.   Wayley,  H.  Westcott,  J.  J. 
Wharton,  Wheeler,  W.  H.  Winder,  Fredk.  Leo. 
Wood,  W.  H.  Wood,  G.  Woolmer,  Alexander 
Wright,  and  others. 

Although  it  was  nearly  eight  o'clock  before 
the  dinner  was  served,  by  seven  most  of  the 
guests  were  assembled,  and  the  intervening  time 
was  spent  in  discussion  on  the  year's  work  of  the 
society.  The  members  felt  they  had  every  reason 
to  congratulate  themselves  on  their  present 
position.  The  presence  of  the  Mayor  of  Deal,  at 
considerable  personal  inconvenience,  attended  by 
the  town  clerk  and  mace-bearer,  was  regarded 
as  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  the  society 
was  held  in  those  places  to  which  its  members 
made  excursions.  Grace  before  and  after  dinner 
was  said  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Pinder,  and,  after  a 
selection  by  the  Lyric  Vocal  Quartette, 

The  Chairman  rose  to  propose  the  toast  of "  The 
Queen."  He  said  that  it  was  to  him  an  especial 
pleasure  to  be  called  on  to  propose  the  toast  of 
the  Queen  on  this  auspicious  occasion — the  year  of 
Her  Ma  jesty's  record  reign— and  it  was  a  pleasure 
to  him  not  only  because  she  was  his  constitutional 
sovereign,  but  because  of  her  womanly  interest  in 
and  sympathy  with  even  the  poorest  and  humblest 
of  her  subjects.  When  the  need  for  it  existed, 
hers  was  the  first  heart  to  feel,  and  hers  the  first 
hand  to  give.  Therefore  he  would  ask  them  to 
drmk  to  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  Queen. 
The  toast  was  drunk,  amidst  great  applause,  with 
musical  honours,  Mr.  Walter  Grace  giving  as  a 
solo  the  National  Anthem. 

The  toast  of  "  T.R.H.  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Wales  and  the  rest  of  the  Royal  Family  " 
was  next  given,  and  in  proposing  it  Mr 
Geoghegan  said  be  would  be  brief.  They  all 
knew  the  present  heir  to  the  English  Throne  to 
be  the  best  of  good  fellows,  and  best  of  all  sports- 
men, and,  above  all,-  a  thorough  good  fisherman 
his  skill  as  a  salmon  fisher  being  well  known 
to  all  of  them.  The  toast  having  been  drunk 
the  Lyric  Vocal  Quartette  entertained  the  com- 
pany by  their  rendering  of  the  humorous  piece, 
'•  An  American  Menu." 

Mr  Gerald  Geoghegan  proposed  the  toast 
of  the   evening,   "The  British    Sea  Anglers' 

i.I-  ,  praise  was>  he  said>  no  praise, 
and,  therefore,  he,  as  a  member  of  the  society 
was  hardly,  perhaps,  the  most  suitable  person 
to  be  entrusted  with  this  toast.  However  by 
his  position  as  Chairman,  the  duty  devolved  on 
him  but  first  he  would  like  to  subject  the 
society  to  a  bttle  criticism,  purely  friendly,  and 
not  at  all  personal;  as  much  meant  for  him- 
n  *fi  ,  a,ny  other  member  of  the  society, 
fvecently  be  had  read  an  article  written  by  Mr 

,  •  Aflalo,  and  that  article  was.  in  his  opinion, 
a  long  felt  want.  If  sea  fishing  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  library  pursuit,  there  was  an  ample 
number  of  works  on  sea  fishing  to  supply  all  the 
book  lore  that  was  necessary,  but  in  his  estima- 
tion and,  indeed,  that  of  anybody  who  goes  down 
to  the  coast  to  fish,  what  is  most  requu-ed  is  local 
knowledge.  W ithout  that  knowledge  the  fisher- 
man s_time  and  money  is  wasted.  He  thought  it 
essential  that  reports  should  be  had  from  the 
coast  not  on  y  from  the  ordinary  sources,  but 
from  the  gentlemen  who  went  to  fish,  whether  it 
was  to  the  east,  to  the  west,  or  to  the  south  coast, 
or  even  to  that  poor  distressful  country  of  which 


he  was  a  representative  there  that  night.  (Ap- 
plause.)   What  was  wanted  was  intelligence  as  to 
where  to  fish,  where  to  buy  bait,  what  to  pay  for 
bait,  and  information  on  other  necessary  points. 
(Hear,  hear.)    That  dinner  was,  he  said,  com- 
monly supposed  to  end  the  B.S.A.S.  season,  but 
he  would  suggest  that  in  the  summer  time  there 
was  great  scope  for  splendidsport  in  getting  in  new 
members.    (Cheers.)    The  society  has  now  670 
members,  and  he  invited  them  to  make  "  Our  Mr. 
Ball "  the  handsomest  present  he  could  desire, 
namely,  to  bring  the  membership  up  to  1000  as 
quickly  as  possible.    It  may  be  said  that  he 
himself  had  not  done  much  in  that  direction,  and 
therefore  he  would  tell  them  of  his  success,  or 
rather  his  want  of  success  in  his  efforts  to  secure 
new  members.    He  went  to  a  West-End  club,  and 
there  he  met  a  "  chappie  "  whom  he  thought  fair 
game.    He  broached  the  subject,  but  the  chappie 
objected  that  there  was  no  science  in  sea  fishing — 
it  was  merely  a  case  of  "  chucking  and  cbanciDg." 
He  replied  by  asking  if  life  were  anything  more 
than  "chucking  and  chancing;"  it  was  so  in 
politics — (cheers  and  laughter) — in  literature,  on 
the  stage,  in  racing  (for  backers),  in  cricket,  and 
even  in  law.    (Laughter.)    Well,  having  held 
forth  to  the  chappie,  he  baited  him  with  a  brandy 
and  soda,  and  told  him  that  the  essential  imple- 
ment of  a  sea  angler's  outfit  was  a  good  cart,  with 
a  strong  tail-board,  to  bring  the  fish  home  in.  He 
thought  that  would  fetch  his  quarry,  but  the 
chappie  had  another  question  to  ask.  "  Doesn't  sea 
angling  make  you  sea-sick  ?  "  "  What,"  he  replied, 
"  and  do  you  call  yourself  an  Englishman  ?  Why, 
man,  think  of  your  ancestors,  the  Vikings,  think  of 
Drake ;  yea,  think  of  T.  G.  Bowles,  Esq.,  M.P.  for 
Islington — afraid  you'll  get  sea  sick — ough  !  " 
The  "  chappie  "  nearly  succumbed,  but  not  quite. 
He  next  asked  what  manner  of  man  Mr.  Ball,  the 
Hon.  Sec,  was,  and  he  (Mr.  Geoghegan),  replied 
that  "  Our  Mr.  Ball  "  was  the  very  sort  of  man 
who,  if  he  went  to  the  Transvaal,  would  have 
Kruger  on  his  list  in  a  very  short  space  of  time, 
and  would  be  able  to  convince  him  the  settlement 
of  the  Delagoa  Bay  question  lay  in  his  becoming 
a  member  of  the  B.S.A.S.     But  after  he  had 
thought  be  had  exhausted  all  his  arguments, 
"  chappie  "  declined,  and  he  could  only  promise 
that,  should  he  ever  get  the  said  "  chappie  "  to 
Deal,  he  would  not  waste  him,  but  chop  him  up 
into  small  pieces  and  make  bait  of  him. 

Mr.  Geoghegan's  speech  was  listened  to  with  the 
keenest  interest  and  appreciation,  and  at  its  con- 
clusion the  toast  was  drunk  with  a  "  hip !  hip  ! 
hurrah !  " 

Mr.  C.  H.  Cook   responded  on  behalf  of 
the    society.     In  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
he    referred    to    the    necessity,    spoken  of 
by    Mr.    Geoghegan,   of    collecting    more  in- 
formation   as    to    what    takes    place    at  the 
coast  than  is  now  done.    He  would  like  to 
make  a  suggestion,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  con- 
sidered a  practical  suggestion,  that  forms  be 
printed,  with  blank  spaces  for  the  members  to  fill 
up,  giving  all  the  necessary  information.  These 
forms  could  be  arranged  and  published  at  the  end 
of  each  year,  and,  if  given  exclusively  to  members, 
would  prove  a  great  incentive  to  persons  to  join 
the  society.    In  his  opinion  the  wording  of  the 
toast  should  not  have  been  merely  success  to  the 
society;  it  should  have  been  continued  success 
because  the  B.S.A.S.  were  a  success  already! 
Only  that  evening  he  was  thinking  of  the  reasons 
which  went  to  make  that  success,  and  he  believed 
they  were.-   First,  there  were  no  bulls  to  be 
encountered  on  the  sea— he  had  never  yet  known 
a  place  where  public  fresh  water  fishing  was  per- 
mitted that  bad  not  a  bull  attached  to  it  The 
second  reason  was  that  on  the  sea  there  were  no 
private  waters,  and  consequently  the  poor  fisher- 
man had  not  to  rack  his  brains  for  smart  things 
to  say  to  the  man  who  comes  up  to  one  and  tells 
him  that  fishing  is  not  allowed  there.    A  third 
reason  was  that  sea  anglers  were  not  so  liable 
to  insults  as  to  the  size  of  their  catches,  as 
sea-anglers  always  made  big  catcbes^codfish 
weighing  181b.    A  further  reason  was  that  the" 
sea  angler  could  always  keep  up  his  credit  as  a 
nabernian  by  the  simple  expedient  of  calling  in  on 
a  fishmonger  on  the  way  home  after  a  bad  day  • 
and  again,  as  they  all  well  knew,  there  was  no 
limit  in  sea-fishing  stories. 

Before  the  next  toast  was  submitted  to  the 
company,  Miss  Gertrude  Woodall  gave  a  de- 
lightful rendering  of  "Carmena,"  and  in  response 


to  an  encore  sang  "  Sweet  Kildare."    Mr.  Wj 
Grace  sang  "  The  Dear  Little  Shamrock  of 
land,"  and  Mr.  Horace  Reynolds  sang  an  I 
ballad,  entitled  "  The  Snowy-breasted  Pearl." 

Mr.  M.  M.  Bhownaggree  rose  to  propose 
toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  coupled  with  the  : 
of  his  Worship  the  Mayor  of  Deal.   He  felt, 
said,  somewhat  like  a  fish  out  of  water,  and 
not  know  what  merit  he  had  to  be  called  on 
fill  the  honourable  position  he  held  that  night 
speak  on  behalf  of  the  society  the  words 
welcome  to  the  Mayor  of  Deal.    He  had  cc 
there  because,  when  he  first  began  to  fish, 
B.S.A.S.  was  the  first  society  to  give  him 
invitation.    It  was  with  the  very  greatest  plea 
that  he  performed  his  task,  but  begged  to 
allowed  to  divert  from  bis  subject  for  a  mom 
to  refer  to  what  Mr.  Geoghegan  said  as  to 
benevolence  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  beca 
he  could  not  but  feel  deeply  grateful  for 
noble  gift  to  bis  starving  fellow  countrymei 
India.    He  saw  with  admiration  the  growth  of 
society,  and  thought  that  if  the  hon.  secret 
Mr.  Ball,  was  to  be  repaid  for  his  zeal  and  ene. 
it  could  best  be  done  by  those  who  were  pres 
at  the  banquets  as  visitors  being  made  memb 
In  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors  "  and 
"  Mayor  of  Deal,"  he  would  again  express 
great  pleasure  in  being  called  on  to  perform  ' 
duty. 

His  Worship,  the  Mayor  of  Deal,  respor 
briefly ;  he  thanked  them  most  sincerely  for  the 
complimentary  way  in  which  his  name  bad  1 
coupled  with  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors."  Wl 
ever  inconvenience  he  may  have  been  subjected 
in  coming  there  he  was  amply  compensated  by  l 
pleasure  he  experienced  in  being  there  among 
his  friends  and  fellow  anglers.    He  trusted  th 
when  any  of  them  came  to  Deal  they  wo 
always  find  the  right  band  of  fellowship  held  i 
to  them,  and  not  only  he  but  everyone  in  T 
would  wish  them  good  weather.    They  came, 
winter  time  when  not  much  was  doing,  and 
giving  employment  to  the  boatmen  and  boys  " 
done  much  good  for  the  borough  of  Deal. 

The  presentation  of  prizes  and  medals  ca 
next  on  the  programme.  Mr.  Hague  receive 
gold  medal  for  the  heaviest  fish  caught  du.. 
the  season.  His  specimen  was  a  codfish,  weig 
171b.  4oz.  Mr.  Hague  was  also  presented  by  ' 
Mayor  of  Deal  with  the  Deal  Town  Cup.  1 
Mayor,  in  making  the  presentation,  hoped  th 
Mr.  Hague  would  succeed  again  next  year 
winning  the  gold  medal,  as  then  he  would  becoi 
the  absolute  possessor  of  the  cup.  In  that  eve 
the  corporation  would  put  up  another  cup 
competition.  Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  received 
silver  medal  for  the  six  heaviest  cod  caught  durir 
the  season;  his  total  weight  was  42lb.  7oz.  3" 
W.  H.  Shaw  was  presented  with  a  silver  medal : 
the  best  twenty- four  whiting  —  his  specime 
totalling  2:21b.  8oz. 

Mr.  William  Senior,  in  the  unavoidal 
absence  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  proposed 
Health  of  the  Chairman."  They  knew  he  had 
great  reputation  as  a  fisherman,  especially  in 
certain  old-world  place  on  the  east  coast.  Sot 
time  a_go  a  well-known,  learned,  and  somewh 
pious  judge  went  to  this  little  place,  and  meetii 
one  of  the  inhabitants,  asked  whether  any  gc 
fish  could   be  caught  in  the  neighbomhc 

"  Fishing— by  ,"  answered  the  native,  "  Wl 

when  Mr.  Geeogegghagan  comes  down  here- 
place  stinks  with  fish."   The  society  was  alv.. 
well  served— in  its  secretaries,  in.  its  treasure 
and  in  its  chairmen,  and  to-night  it  was  partii 
larly  well  served  by  their  chairman,  and  he  (M.. 
Senior)  bad  listened  with  the  greatest  possibl 
pleasure  to  Mr.  Geoghegan's  speeches. 

Mr.  Geoghegan,  having  briefly  replied 
"drowned  his  shamrock"  to  the  health  arjf 
prosperity  of  the  British  Sea.  Anglers'  Society. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo  proposed  the  "Hon.  dm  - 
mittee  and  OtHcers."  The  present  committee  wae, 
he  thought,  a  model  one,  and  he  greatly  regretted! 
the  absence,  through  illness,  of  the  chaiiman  off 
committees.  Capt,  Lambton  Young,  that  evening.' 
The  committee  had  great  projects  on  foot,  ufl 
would  soon  give  proof  of  that  fact. 

Mr.  R.  Biddulph  Martin.  M.P.,  in  responding^ 
said  that  since  he  first  held  the  office  of  treaJ 
surer,  he  had  discovered  that  that  office  carried! 
with  it  the  pleasure  of  being  present  at  thosef 
admirable  banquets,  and  of  hearing  those  delight- 1 
tul  speeches,  so  different  from  the  speeches  hft| 
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ad  to  listen  to  elsewhere.    He  could  only  say 
iat  he  should  be  very  pleased  to  receive  the 
Ascriptions  of  the  1000  members  that  are  soon 
j  be  in  the  society,  and  hoped  that  the  duties  of 
i  is  office  would  continue  to  increase. 
Mb  W.  C.  Parkhurst,  proposed  the  health  ot 
he  hon.  secretary.    He  (Mr.  Parkhurst)  had  the 
onour  to  be  one  of  the  founders  of  the  society 
nd  knew  the  work  done  by  the  lion,  secretary, 
nd  he  had  never  known  a  secretary,  in  all  his 
xperience,  who  worked  so  hard  or  so  well  as  Mr. 
Sail.   (Cheers).  . 
Mr  Ball  in  replying  said,  that  once  again  it 
,as  his  happy  privilege  to  return  his  sincere 
hanks  for  their  generous  acceptance  of  the  toast 
.roposed  by  Mr.  Parkhurst.    He  thought  that 
hey  could  all  congratulate  themselves  on  the 
Teat  increase  of  members  during  the  past  year, 
md  he  took  the  opportunity  of  thanking  those 
nembers  who  had  assisted  him  in  building  up  the 
■ociety  to  the  position  it  nowoccupies.   He  wished 
o  remind  them  that  exhibits  for  the  forthcoming 
fisheries  exhibition  at  the  Imperial  Institute  should 
be  sent  to  him  during  the  first  week  in  April, 
with  a  label  bearing  the  name  of  the  sender 
attached  to  each  exhibit.  _  .  . 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  speeches  the  musical 
and  vocal  programme  was  resumed,  and  the  com 
pany  did  not  separate  until  a  late  hour. 

Letters  and  telegrams  of  regret  for  absence 
were  received  by  the  hon.  secretary  from  Captain 
Lambton  Young,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  Mr.  A. 
Nagle,  and  others. 

The  management  of  the  Cannon-street  Hotel 
•ire  to  be  highly  complimented  for  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  the  banquet  was  served,  and  the 
comfort  and  convenience  studied. 


flight  from  the  pine  lands  of  their  Norwegian 
home. 

Aldeburgh  is  ninety-nine  miles  distant  from 
London  by  rail,  and  can  be  reached  in  rather 
les3  than  three'  hours  from  Liverpool  Street 
Station  (G.E.R.)  vi'rt'Saxmundham.  T.  J. 


WINTER  FISHING  ON  THE  ARUN. 


ALDEBURGH-BY-THE-SEA. 

Though  Aldeburgh  is  no  longer  the  unknown 
f porting  resort  that  it  was  a  few  years  ago  still 
the  creator  number  of  fishermen  know  of  it  only 
by  hearsay,  and  are  altogether  ignorant  of  the 
varied  sport  to  1>3  obtained  there.  The  town  ot 
Aldeburgh  is  of  very  ancient  date,  lying  m  a 
hollow,  and  one  cannot  help  speculating  as  to  the 
direful  consequences  should  some  raging  sea 
break  down  that  shingly  barrier.  A  peculiar 
feature  is  the  River  Aide  which  flows  from  behind 
the  town,  divided  by  a  narrow  spit  of  beach  rom 
the  sea,  varying  in  width  from  30yds.  to  300yds. 
and  extending  along  the  coast  some  twelve  miles. 
Here  in  the  summer  months  good  baas  fishing  is 
to  be  obtained,  and  to  those  who  would  attempt  to 
lure  the  mysterious  feeding  grey  mullet  plenty  ot 
opportunities  present  themselves. 

Trawling  for  soles  and  other  flat-fish  is  also 
successfully  followed  in  the  river,  and  a  short 
distance  up  is  good  roach  fishing.    Sea  fishing, 
however  is  the  great  attraction  at  Aldeburgh 
which  is  supposed  to  be  at  its  best  in  October  and 
November,  for  then  the  great  North  Sea  cod 
strike  our  coast  in  search  of  food,  and  the  silver 
whiting  pursues  its  prey  to  the  edge  of  the  crested 
rollers    Now  is  the  sea  angler's  harvest,  for  the 
Bprat  is  in  in  millions,  which,  being  harassed  by 
the  armies  of  fish  of  prey  underneath  are  driven 
to  the  surface,  only  to  fall  victims  to  the  sea  birds 
:    from  above.    Fishing  at  Aldeburgh  has  to  be  done 
from  the  steep,  shingly  beach,  there  being  no  p-.er. 
A  pikeu-od,  Nottingham  reel  undressed  line,  a  lyd. 
stout  gut  cast,  with  two  No.  1  Carlyle  barbel  hooks, 
and  a  toz.  lead  is  all  one  need  have.    A  cast  ot  from 
i     15yds.  to  55yds.  will  reach  deep  water;  leyond 
this  the  water  is  shallow  for  a  short  distance, 
then  deep  again,  these  channels  being  known  as  the 
outer  and  inner  gangway.    About  a  mile  to  the 
I    right  of  the  town  is  a  long  wooden  groyne  which 
bears  the  unromantic  name  of  "  Dirty  Wall,  at 
and  above  which  point  the  best  fishing  is  to  he 

held  * 

The  walk  by  the  beach  should  be  avoided,  if 
•  possible,  as  one  sinks  at  each  step  boot  high,  into 
{he  small,  smooth,  rolled  flints.  To  the  right  he 
the  saltings  or  marshes,  which  although  some- 
what aloppy  and  sticky,  afford  far  easier  going 
than  the  loose  yielding  -beach.  Shooting  m 
L    winter  is  fairly  good;  duck,  geese,  swans,  and 


winter  is  iauiy  gwu  ,  ««v— ,  a  >  ■ 

various  rare  waterfowl  alighting  on  the  oozy  mud 
flats  of  the  River  Aide.  The  marshes  also  afford 
excellent  snipe  shooting,  and  a  sprinkling  of  wood- 
cock settle   here  to  rest  after  their  toilsome 


Having  fished  the  river  Arun  for  some  years 
during  the  run  of  the  excursion  season,  but  never 
in  winter,  and  believing  the  river  near  Amberley 
contained  some  good  fish,  I  went  with  a  friend, 
who  has  a  great  fancy  for  jack  fishing,  and 
decided  to  give  it  a  trial.    Procuring  plenty  of 
bait — small  Thames  dace,  minnows,  marsh  worms, 
<fcc— also  two  tickets  from  Mr.  Eldridge,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  we  met  by  appoint- 
ment at  London  Bridge,  and  went  by  the  first 
train.    This  train  is  a  good  one  to  go  by,  as  one 
can  change  at  Pulborough  to  get  refreshment. 
We  arrived  at  Amberley  a  little  after  9  o'clock, 
securing  our  beds,  and  obtaining  a  boat  from  a 
man  near  Houghton  Bridge.  We  were  soon  afloat, 
and  pulled  steadily  down  stream  to  try  the  mouth 
of  the  old  river  near  Stoke,  having  been  informed 
several  good  fish  had  been  recently  taken  at  this 
spot.    Judging  by  the  tide,  which  we  reckoned 
would  not  turn  to  run  up  much  before  3.30,  we 
should  be  able  to  get  back  before  dark.  The 
morning  was  beautifully  fine,  but  cold,  and  we 
thoroughly  enjoyed  our  row,  passing  by  all  the 
well  known  spots  so  much  sought  after  by  summer 
fishermen.    I  pointed  out  the  fine  eddy  about 
100yds.  below  Houghton  Bridge,  many  a  specimen 
roach  and  big  bream  having  fallen  to  my  rod  at 
this  place.    Shortly  afterwards  we  came  m  sight 
of  Taylor's  well  known  pitch.    It  is  upon  the  left 
hand  bank,  a  few  yards  from  some  willow  bushes. 
The  river  is  deep,  and  on   the  run  up  of  the 
tide  a  large  eddy  is  formed,  and  can  be  fished 
nearly  all  the  time  of  the  run  up,  but  not  much 
after  the  first  hour  of  the  ebb.    I  prefer  to  fish  it 
10yds.  above  the  gate,  but  several  swims  can  be 
found  about  here.    Beyond  the  gate  are  three  or 
four  swims  christened  the  "  Carpet  Swims,  _  so 
called  from  the  softness  of  the  turf.  Passing 
the  willow  copse,  and  opposite  the  stile,  we  glance 
at  poor  Bill  Webster's  swim.    For  years  Mr. 
Webster  was  the  only  man  allowed  to  fish  trom 
that  side  of  the  river,  but  now  it  is  rented  by  the 
Central  Association.     What  grand  roach,  &c, 
have  I  seen  him  take.    We  now  pass  by  the 
swamp,  and  strangers  should  note  that  this  part 
is  mostly  under  water  during  spring  tides,  and 
the  bank  bad  to  get  along  at  any  time  ;  but  good 
swims  can  be  found  all  along.    The  scenery  here 
is  very  grand-the  high  chalk  cliffs   the  well 
wooded  heights  upon  our  right  hand,  towering 
rioht  above  us,  the  old  ruins  of  the  chalk  burner s 
sheds,  with  Arundel  Park  in  the  distance,  would 
make  a  fine  picture  for  any  artist  to  paint. 
The   river  winds   close    under  the  park  wall, 
and  if  a  strong  westerly  wind  is  blowing,  it 
is  an  excellent  place  to  shelter.    In  summer  a 
number  of  excursionists  pic-nic  at  this  beautiful 
spot  and  at  certain  times  of  the  tide  a  nice  deep 
eddy  can  be  found  at  this  bend  of  the  river  being 
a  likely  spot  for  big  roach  and  bream    As  our 
boat  glides  along,  we  are  struck  by  the  rapid 
growth  of  underwood,  for  two  years  before  all 
this  was  bare,  it  having  been  cut  down  and  the 
roots  burnt;  but  look  at  it  now  blackberry 
bushes,  &c,  are  thicker  than  ever.    We  are  now 
close  to  the  first  eddy  in  the  jWgM^gg'S 
deep  holding  large  bream,  but  difficult  to  land  it 
nooked  at  low  tide.    When  fishing  from  the  bank 
use  a  landing  net  with  a  handle  at  least  8ft.  in 
length  or  you  will  fail  to  reach  your  fish.  We 
are  now  past  the  wood,  and  close  to  the  mouth  of 
the  old  river.    Years  ago  this  was  cut  through  to 
help  to  drain  the  land,  tence  called  the  Cuttings. 
Here  we  made  a  start,  and  quickly  put  our  rods 
together,  and  soon  got  to  work,  but  both  failed  to 
let  i  run;  so  allowing  the  boat  to  drift  down 
stream  under  Stoke  Bridge,  tried  the  second  part 
of  the  old  river.    Here  I  succeeded  m  getting  a 
good  sized  perch,  giving  this  part  of  the  river  a 
food  trial  without  further  success;  so  I  proposed 
to  row  the  boat  down  to  a  deep  swim  a  short 
distance  from  the  fourth  cutting,  and  try  the .las 
,        nt  +1^  ebb  for  roach  and  bream.    My  fnend 
l?ut  httfe  confidence,  saying  :  -  Do  bream  feed 
after  the  first  frost  P  "    To  thia  I  replied  i    Yea  ; 


a  man  named  Fletcher  caught  over  601b.  during 
the  month  of  January."    Thus,  changing  our 
tackle  to  a  fine  gut  ledger,  baiting  a  No.  .  hook 
with  two  small  marsh  worms,  and  a  No.  8  crystal 
with  paste,  my  friend  trying  a  lob  worm  upon  one 
hook,  and  gentles  upon  the  other,  both  using  heavy 
leads  imbedded  in  some  bread  and  bran  (tor  it  is 
useless  throwing  in  ground  bait  at  this  rapid  swim, 
for  it  would  quickly  be  carried  away)  we  made  a 
fresh  start,  my  friend  getting  a  roach  with  a 
gentle  ;  presently  I  secured  a  bream  about  I^IP., 
followed  by  another  over  21b.    Both  these  fash 
were  taken  with  a  marsh  worm  ;  my  friend  doing 
no  good  with  lob  worm,  but  succeeded  m  getting 
a  decent  roach  with  paste.    Several  more  bream 
were  caught,  marsh  worms  being  evidently  the 
favourite  bait  before  the  tide  turned  to  run  up 
and  at  the  turn  of  the  tide  I  caught  the  best 
fash  of  the  day— a  splendid  roach  ot  -lb.  _o/. 
As  the  tide  rose  it  brought  a  change  in  the  wind, 
which  often  occurs  in  tidal  rivers.    I  his  took 
the  fish  right  off  the  feed,  and  the  river  flowing 
at  a  good  speed  we  decided  to  up  anchor  and  row 
back    So  far  it  was  fortunate,  for  black  clones 
threatened  snow  or  cold  rain,  and  it  was  nearly 
dark  when  we  got  back  to  Houghton  Bridge.    W  e 
had  a  long  evening  before  us,  so  did  not  hurry  over 
our  dinner,  which  we  thoroughly  enjoyed.  Intend- 
ing to  be  out  early,  we  retired  to  rest,  so  as  to  avai  1 
ourselves  of  the  tide  taking  us  up  stream  towards 
Watersfield.  When  we  tumid  out  in  the  morning 
we  found  there  had  been  a  heavy  fall  ot  snow. 
The  sight  was  a  grand  one,  the  Sussex  hills  being 
thickly  covered.    "Well,"  remarked  my  friend, 
•'certainly  Amberley  is  a  beautiful  place,  no 
matter  what  part  of  the  year  you  visit  it.  After 
a  <*ood  breakfast,  we  once  more  launched  the  boat. 
The  tide,  which  takes  about  four  hours  to  run  up  to 
Houghton  Bridge,  had  half  risen,  and  wehadto  pull 
sharply tokeepourselveswarm.  We  qiuck  bypassed 
the  armchair  swim  and  carp  hole  m  the  fourth 
meadow  above  Houghton  Bridge,  passed  by  the 
oak  trees  in  the  fifth  meadow,  which  we  intended 
to  try  upon  our  return  (provided  we  had  time), 
and  so  rowed  along  pass  Bury  Church.    Here  is 
a  ferry  which  enables  one  to  get  from  Bury  to 
Amberley  village.    All  along  this  part  of  the 
river  can  be  found  good  swims,  but  the  bank  is 
swampy,  and  at  times  difficult  to  get  along.  Now 
we  pass  under  the  railway  bridge   round  the 
bend,  and  so  on  to  Watersfield.     Putting  our 
rods  together,  we  once  more  determine  to  try  the 
jack,    commencing    nearly   opposite    the  lock 
cutting.    By  this  time  it  was  nearly  full  tide, 
nice  and  steady,  and  my  friend  getting  a  run 
almost  directly,   put  us   in    good  spirits,  but 
unfortunately  he  struck  a  bit  too  soon,  and 
missed  his  fish.     Allowing  the   boat  to  drift 
slowly  back  until  we  came  to  the  corner  opposite 
the  path  leading  to  Watersfield,  we  turned  the 
corner,  when  he  got  a  nice  take  down  and 
better  luck  this  time-he  was  into  a  decent 
fish,    for   it    pulled    well,    and    turned    o  t 
when  gaffed  to  be  a  jack  ot  nearly  61b.  ThM 
caused  us  to  keep  about  this  spot  for  a  consider- 
able time,  but  neither  of  us  got  another  run.  We 
then  carefully  fished  all  the  likely  looking  places 
back  to  the  bend  above  Timberley  Bridge.  I !  on, 
here  one  obtains  a  fine  view  o  fold  Am  be riey 
Castle,  recently  purchased  by  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Norfolk.    Trying  minnows  and  worms  upon  a 
paternoster,  I    succeeded  in  .«S*«»«tlSJg 
decent  perch,  and  my  friend,  sticking  to  ftejact 
had  another  run.     The  bait  was  ^de  ably 
mauled,  as  usual,  but  the  fish  not  hooked.    I  feel  ^ 
sure  using  the  old  fashioned  gorge  hook  is  a  far 
safer  plan  than  the  best  snap  yet  invented  ;  one 
loses  no  end  of  baits,  and  frequently  misses 
gooafisE.    Surely  in  waters  that  M^ua*** 
fish,  pike  need  not  be  so  much  protected.  We 
staved  here  longer  than  we  intended,  but  with- 
outy  anrsuccess.     The  tide  was  now  eti*.g 
?apidly7so  we  pulled  back  towards  BnM, 
this  part  of  the  river  looking  very     .|acky  ftU 
along    the   sedges  and   rushes   growing  high. 
When  opposite  the  ferry  we  *g 
securely,  and  walked  Up  the  lane  to  the  Bla<  k 
nog   'vheu;  we  had  a  most  excellent  glass  of 
bitter  ale.    There  is  also  another  Inn  at  Bury, 
called  the  White  Horse,  much  used  by  bicycle 
riders   being  on  the  road  to  Arundel,  and  1 
believe   th?  accommodation   at   this   house  is 
excellent.    Back  to  the  river  again,  K8U 
journey  down  stream,  we  found  wc  had     st  time 
to  try  two  more  places.    One  near  two  oak  tiees 
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in  the  fifth  meadow  from  Houghton  Bridge,  where 
I  took  a  Hiiiall  jack  with  a  minnow,  but  gave  him 
his  liberty,    Wo  then  made  for  the  carp  hole  to 
finiwli  up,  but  the  tide  hy  thiH  time  was  very  low, 
ho  did  not  ^ot  another  touch.    The  river  about 
hero  is  considered  good,  and  is  very  deep  in 
places,  even  at  low  tide.    It  was  made  celebrated 
a  few  years  ago  by  Charley  Elliott  and  his  friend 
Fletcher,  who,  fishing  from  a  boat,  often  caught 
many  fine  bream  as  well  as  good  carp.     I  was 
sorry  we  had  not  time  to  give  it  a  longer  trial. 
Although  our  take  was  nothing  particular,  it  con- 
vinced us  that  the  river  Arun  is  well  worth  a  trial 
even  in  winter.    Anglers  should  try  and  choose  a 
day  when  they  can  fish  the  tide  on  the  ebb,  and 
then  if  possible  get  the  best  of  the  run  up. 
Fishermen  that  go  down  in  winter,  when  the  time 
for  fishing  is  very  short,  frequently  miss  the  best 
of  the  tide,  and  in  consequence  draw  a  blank. 
Fishing  only  for  one  day  I  prefer  a  midday  tide, 
i.e.,  high  tide  at  12,  1,  or  2  o  clock. — Arun  Dell. 
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[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  wo  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
Ac,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 
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LANARKSHIRE  (continued). 
Rivers  of  Lanarkshire. 

The  Wandel.  —  A  small  tributary  of  the 
Clyde,  falling  into  it  near  Roberton.  It  is  four 
miles  long,  and  open  to  the  public.  April  and 
May  are  the  best  months,  and  the  trout  run  from 
|  lb.  to  lib.  Route :  By  rail  to  Abington  ;  thence 
walk  three  miles. 

Smaller  Streams.— There  are  also  in  this 
county  the  Crook,  the  Cander,  the  North,  South, 
and  Little  Calder,  the  Carmichael,  the  Clyde's 
Burn,  the  Dalserf,  the  Drumclog,  the  Drumnabog, 
the  Elvan,  the  Fadin,  the  Glengarel,  the  Glen- 
gonnar,  the  Glencapple,  the  G-lenochar,  the  Garf, 
the  Grain,  the  Falls  Burn,  the  Harwood,  the 
Heartside,  the  Irvin,  the  Kimiox,  the  Kypes,  the 
Dochart,  the  Lamington,  the  Laird's  Burn,  the 
Mill  Bum,  the  Mouse,  the  Nethan,  the  Powmillan, 
the  Pitrenick,  the  Ponfeigh,  the  Powtrail,  the 
Roberton,  the  Shalloch,  the  Swear  Burn,  the 
Stairrill  Burn,  the  Tilland,  the  Windrow',  the 
Westwater,  and  the  Woolan,  all  containing  trout 
in  larger  or  small  numbers. 

LINLITHGOWSHIRE. 
This  county  contains  neither  lochs  nor  streams 
worthy  of  notice  in  an  angling  sense.  Linlithgow 
Loch  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  and  interesting 
as  having  on  its  shores  the  ruins  of  the  old  Abbey 
and  Castle  of  Linlithgow,  but  it  yields  little  sport 
save  a  few  perch  and  eels.  Some  of  the  streams 
of  Linlithgowshire— such  as  the  Avon— once 
yielded  fair  trouting ;  but  the  pollutions  of  public 
works  spoil  the  fishing.  The  shootings  of  the 
county  are  not  very  good,  because  foxes  are 
strictly  preserved. 

MORAYSHIRE. 
See  Elginshire. 

NAIRNSHIRE. 
The  only  lochs  worth  naming  in  this  county  are 
Cranloch,  Lochlee,  and  Loch  of  the  Clans,  none  of 
them  being  worthy  of  much  notice  in  an  angling 
sense.  Its  streams  are  not  important.  The  chief 
of  them  are  as  follow : 

Rivers  op  Nairnshire. 
The  Cawdor  Burn  rises  among  the  Cawdor 
Hills,  and,  after  a  course  of  a  few  miles,  falls  into 
the  Nairn.  It  yields  fairish  sport,  and  liberty  to 
hsn  it  is  generally  granted  to  anglers  by  the  Earl 
Cawdor,  or  his  factor.  Accommodation  can  be 
bad  at  the  Cawdor  Arms  Inn.   The  river  for  two 


miles  of  its  course  runs  through  a  deep  rocky 
ravine,  beautifully  wooded,  within  the  park  sur- 
rounding the  ancient  castle  of  Cawdor.  Route: 
By  rail  to  Nairn ;  thence  hire,  five  miles. 
The  Tindhorn. — See  Elginshire. 
The  Nairn  rises  in  the  Monadhlia  Hills,  and, 
after  a  picturesque  course  of  thirty-six  miles, 
falls  into  the  sea  at  Nairn.    The  chief  proprietors 
are  Brodie  of  Brodie  ;  Major  Rose,  of  Kibravoch ; 
Mr.  Davidson,  of  Cantray ;  the  Earl  Cawdor ; 
Rev.  Mr.  Rose,  of  Holme  Rose ;  The  Mackintosh ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  of  Brin ;  Mr.  Forbes,  of  Culloden, 
&c.,  and  it  is  mostly  all  open  to  respectable 
anglers  on  application.     It  contains  sea  trout, 
river  trout,  finnocks,  and  a  few  salmon.    Late  in 
autumn  is  the  best  time  for  the  latter  and  for  sea 
trout ;  the  summer  months  for  trouting,  which  is 
really  very  good  on  some  parts  of  the  river.  The 
best  places  to  stay  at  are  the  town  of  Nairn, 
Cawdor  Inn,  or  Flichity  Inn.  The  Nairn  receives,, 
not  far  from  its  source,  a  small  tributary  from 
Loch  Duntelchaig,  and  also  from  another  loch 
near  Moy.    It  also  receives  the  Cawdor,  which 
has  on  its  banks  some  romantic  scenery,  and 
yields  a  fair  basket  of  trout  now  and  again. 
There  are  several  other  small  feeders,  but  they 
are  not  much  worth.  The  Nairn  is  a  good  spawn- 
ing river.    The  weir  at  the  Nairn  Mills,  which 
formed  a  barrier  to  the  ascent  of  salmon,  was 
entirely  removed  some  years  ago,  thus  improving 
the  fishing.     Rod  season:  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  15. 
Among  places  of  interest  near  are  Nairn,  a  very 
pretty  sea-bathing  place,  with  a  delightful  dry 
climate;  Cawdor  Castle,  Kilravock  Castle,  Cullo- 
den Moor,  eleven  miles  off;  Rait  Castle,  three 
miles;  Druidical  remains  at  Clava  (the  Stone- 
henge  of  Scotland),   &c.     Route:  By  rail  to 
Nairn ;  thence  hire  to  Cawdor,  five  miles,  or  by 
rail  to  Inverness,  thence  hire,  twelve  miles,  to 
Flitchity  Inn ;  river  quite  near. 

Smaller  Streams. — There  are  some  smaller 
streams  in  the  county,  among  them  the  Fechery 
and  Pallinbrook,  yielding  a  few  small  trout. 

ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND  ISLANDS. 
Orkney  Islands. 

The  Orkney  Islands  lie  off  the  north  coast  of 
Scotland,  and  are  sixty-seven  in  number.  Of  these 
about  twenty-nine  are  inhabited — the  rest  are 
holms  covered  with  herbage  or  barren  rocks.  Fair 
trout  fishing  is  to  be  had  on  some  of  the  islands, 
and  there  are  few  restrictions  on  the  enjoyment  of 
it  save  those  which  consist  in  want  of  the  means 
of  communication.  The  scenery  of  these  islands 
is  in  some  parts  very  interesting  and  beautiful. 
We  give  below  notes  of  the  chief  lochs  and 
streams : 

Lochs  op  Orkney. 

Loch  Ilea, — A  small  loch  in  the  parish  of 
Cross,  Island  of  Sanday.  It  is  open  to  the  public, 
and  yields  some  sport.  There  is  an  inn  at  Castle 
Hill  not  far  off,  and  about  a  mile  from  where  the 
steamer  lands.  There  is  some  fine  coast  scenery 
m  the  neighbourhood.  Route  :  By  rail  to 
Thurso ;  thence  by  steamer  to  Scapa,  near  Kirk- 
wall ;  thence  by  steamer  to  Sanday. 

loch  Birsay .— See  Loch  Twatt. 

Loch  Boardhouse.— See  Loch  Twatt. 

Loch  Bosquoy  is  a  small  loch  near  Loch 
Harvay.  Trout  small  but  plentiful.  See  Loch 
Harvay. 

Loch  of  Graemeshall  is  about  six  and  a  half 
miles  from  Graemeshall,  and  belongs  to  Mr 
Sutherland  Graeme,  of  Graemeshall,  who  lets  it 
with  shootings,  so  that  it  is  preserved.  It  con- 
tains small  trout  three  or  four  to  a  lb.,  and  during 
June,  July,  August,  and  September  the  loch  may 
generally  be  depended  on  for  a  fair  basket.  Fly- 


Loch  Groundwater. — See  Loch  Kirbie 

below. 

Loch  Harray  is  one  of  the  best  trout  locht 
Orkney.    The  fish  run  as  heavy  as  41b.  to 
although  that  of  course  is  exceptional, 
and  boatmen  can  always  be  had.  Anglers 
live  at  Smithfield  Inn,  within  a  few  minutes'  I 
The  fishing  is  free. 

Loch  Hundland. — A  loch  about  a  u 
half  a  mile,  situated  between  Loch  Swanney  i 
Twatt.  The  Kirbuster  Burn  flows  out  of  it. 
is  open  to  the  public,  and  there  is  a  boat 
which  is  private,  however.  The  trout  in  it ' 
two  or  three  to  a  lb.,  and  121b.  may  be  killed  - 
good  day  from  April  to  September  with  a  re« 
black  hackle.  Park  Cottage,  Birsay,  is  conven, 
to  put  up  at.  Route :  By  rail  to  Thurso ;  the. 
by  steamer  to  Stromness;  thence  hire,  twe 
miles. 

Loch  Isbister  is  in  the  parish  of  Rendall. 
is  not  exactly  open  to  the  public,  but  leave  is  n<B 
very  difficult  to  obtain.  '  Kirkwall  is  the  best  pla<f 
to  live  at,  or  perhaps  the  village  of  Finstov 
which  can  be  reached  by  coach  from  Kirki 
The  loch  contains  excellent  sea  trout,  and  i 
sport  is  often  got.    Some  of  the  trout  weigh  , 
each.    The  best  time  is  from  July  to  Octol 
Route :  By  rail  to  Thurso ;  thence  by  steamer 
Scapa  or  Stromness ;  thence  by  coach  to 
town. 

Loch  Kirbister,  or  Groundwater,  is  in  i 

parish  of  Orphir,  and  belongs  to  the  trustees 
the  late  Dr.  Still,  of  Groundwater.    It  is  one 
a  half  miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  is  . 
open  to  the  public.    There  are  good  trout  in 
and  during  September  and  October  sea  trout 
up  in  considerable  numbers.    The  common  lo 
trout  are  two  or  three  to  a  lb.,  and  the  sea  tr 
are  of  good  weights.    Dark  brown  flies  are 
best.    Kirkwall  is  a  few  miles  off,  and  affords  . 
accommodation.     Upper  Loch  Kirbister  can 
fished  from  the  Mason's  Arms  Hotel,  Strom  nes: 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Bea  to  Kirkwall ;  thenc 
bire. 

Loch  Kirbuster.— See  Loch  Twatt.  ' 
Loch  Muckle,  or  The  Muckle  Water.-j 

See  Loch  Saviskaill,  below. 
Loch  Peerie,  or  The  Peerie  Water.— Se<| 

Loch  Saviskaill,  below. 

Loch  Saintear. — A  little  loch  having  a  fe*| 
trout,  in  the  parish  of  Westray.    Above  it  " 
another  small  lake,  Burness,  which  drains  in 
Saintear,  and  both  fall  into  the  Bay  of  Pierowa 
Sea  trout  go  up  in  September  and  October, 
are  sometimes  caught  in  the  little  stream  whi 
joins  these  lochs  to  the  sea. 

Loch^St.  Mary's  is  in  the  parish  of  Holt 
Ihe  description  of  Loch  Graemeshall  will  apply  i 
it,  and  also  to  the  bay,  the  access  to  the  sea  beii 
much  the  same,  but  the  trout  are  more  numer* 
and  heavier  than  at  Graemeshall.  Route :  Sat 
as  Loch  Graemeshall,  which  see. 

(To  be  continued.) 


yields  the  best  result,  and  the  proprietor  dis- 
coiirages  worm  fishing.  Most  of  the  fish  in  the 
loch  are  sea  trout,  and  large  fish  are  often  caught 
in  it,  as  well  as  in  the  bay,  from  which  it  is  divided 
only  by  a  narrow  strip  of  ground,  the  sea  havin^ 
lull  access  at  high  spring  tides.  The  fly  is  also 
used  in  the  sea  here.  Hotel  accommodation  at 
Kirkwall,  a  nice  town,  the  capital  of  the  island, 
borne  of  the  sea  views  from  the  neighbourhood  are 
very  fine  The  Glcop,  a  cavity  in  the  ground  con- 
nected with  lh3  fei  by  a  subterranean  passage,  is 
worth  visitirg.  During  a  storm  at  tea,  the  hiisine 
and  roaring  of  the  water  in  the  Gloop  are  very 
remarkable.  Some  fine  cliff  scenery  near. '  Route ' 
bameas  Loch  Bea  to  Kirkwall;  thence  hire,  six 
ana  a  half  miles. 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fishe* 
by  reading  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 

angling  associations,  &c] 

Perthshire  (continued). 
Weem  is  a  very  prettily-situated  village  in  thJ 
Hrghlands  of  Perthshire,  about  a  mile  from  Abei-Sl 
feldy  Station  of  the  Highland  Railway,  and  alnid 
lovely  scenery.    Weem  Hotel  affords  accommoda- 
tion,  and  visitors  can  sometimes  get  permission  to 
fash  a  part  of  the  Tay,  near  the  hotel. 

Renfrewshire. 
Newton  is  in  the  parish  of  Mearns,  in  Rer 
trewshire,  about  four  miles  from  Giffnock  Static 
ol  the  Caledonian  Railway.  An  omnibus  plie, 
between  Newton  and  the  station  three  times  i 
day.    Visitors  can  fish  Brother  Loch. 

Ross-shire. 

Achanalt  is  a  station  on  the  Highland  Rail- 
way in  a  fine  Highland  district.  Achanalt  Hotel 
is  at  band,  and  visitors  can  fish  Loch  Achanalt. 

Ardgay  is  a  small  village  beautifully  situated 
at  the  head  of  the  Dornoch  Frith,  amid  splendid 
Kighland  surroundings,  and  near  Bonar  Bridge 
Station  of  the  Highland  Uailwny.  Visitors  ,,r 
nsh  the  Carron,  and  the  Kyle  of  Sutherland  i 
good  for  sea  trout.  There  is  also  good  sea  fish  in 
(To  be  continuH.) 
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LN  ULSTER  FISHERMAN  AND — 
POACHER ! 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


;  Btjt  a  short  time  ago  there  passed  away  one  of 
e  oldest  and  keenest  members  of  the  angling 
itemity  of  Ulster  in  the  person  of  Charlie 
movan  or  "Ould  Charlie,"  as  he  was  universally 
■own  (behind  his  back).    No  advertised  gudgeon 
mghterer,   no    high-priced  professional  with 
istocratic  clientele,  no  boasting  angling  corre- 
,ondent  was  old  Charlie,  but  a  regular  village 
'alton  mute,  but  not  inglorious,  a  genial  master 
aftsman,  a  heaven-bom  poacher,  a  true  sports- 
an— one  of  nature's  gentlemen. 
Nor  did  he  by  any  means  confine  his  sporting 
•oclivities  to  fishing  only ;  he  was  a  regular 
tter-day  Nimrod,  versed  in  snares,  ierrets,  and 
I  the  mysteries  of  woodcraft,  and  a  crack  shot  to 
Tot  •  but  as  he  often  avowed,  these  were  all  side 
3T,es  which  he  had  followed,  or,  at  any  rate, 
itered  upon  from  their  connection  with  fly  tying, 
b  which  he  was  an  adept  (witness  his  trout  flies, 
lonnelly's  Pet  and  The  Mavis,  universal  favourites 
ith  co.  Antrim  anglers) ;  and,  had  there  been 
nv  so-called  coarse  fishing  for  him  in  the  winter 
,me  it  would  doubtless  have  been  all  the  better 
or  the  neighbouring  coverts  during  our  close 

=-ason.  „  ., 

Coming  as  I  do  of  an  angling  family,  in  my 
outhf ul  eyes  Charlie  was  a  superior  being,  a  hero 
adle  pnnceps,  a  high  priest  of  fishing,  whose 
brine  was  to  be  reverenced  from  a  distance,  and 
rhose  dicta  were  final;  and  well  did  he  sustain  the 
ole  for  the  notice  that  he  took  of  us  boys  (save 
or '  occasionally  snubbing  our  curiosity)  was 
xt-emely  slight ;  and  not  till,  by  a  hard  and  long- 
ontinued  apprenticeship,  I  had  mastered  some 
,{  the  arcana  of  the  craft  did  he  deem  me  worthy 
)f  cultivation  or  association;  but  afterwards 
ndeed,  when  I  had  tried  and  proved  my  natural 
jent  we  became  very  intimate,  and  many  a  long 
lay  'have  we  passed  together  by  tarn  or  burn, 
many  an  hour  have  we  whiled  away  with  pleasant 
'discoorsin','-'  when  the  wind  was  low,  the  sun 
bigb  and  the  fish  off  the  feed.    Not  that  Charlie 
was  by  any  means  one  of  those  lazy  carpet 
anglers,  who  under  some  shelter  smoke  or  quatt 
away  the  best  part  of  the  day,  while  some  balmy 
shower,  clogging  the  fragile  wings  of  dun  or 
spinner,  is  driving  the  delicate  insects  m  thou- 
tands  down  to  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  the 
pools  are  boiling  with  the  eager  trout.  JNot 
likely;  what  if  he  should  get  wet  through,  as  he 
used  to  say  of  himself,  his  "ould'skin  was  water- 
tight, even  if  his  tatthers  wur'n't." 

Dear  old  Charlie,  how  full  his  memory  was 
stored  with  experiences  that  made  him  a  rich 
Golconda  to  •  those  who  could  distinguish  and 
appreciate  the  true  ore !   With  the  old  Coquet 
Bide  angler-poet  he  might  have  exlaimed— 
I've  thrawn  the  flee  tliae  sixty  year, 

Aje,  sixty  year  an'  mair, 
An'  money  a  speckled  troutie  caught 
Wi'  hackle,  henk,  an'  hair. 
Ave'   and  he  could   also   relate   these  same 
experiences  to  some  purpose.    A  born  raconteur 
—his  dramatic  touches  were  perfect.    He  would 
commence  his  tale  by  giving,  perhaps,  day  ot  the 
week,  witnesses,  locality,  and  other  particulars 
which  marked— or,  to  use  a  logical  term,  "  cou- 
•  Btituted  "—the  occurrence,  particulars  commonly 
fought  shy  of  by  those  who  draw  mamly  on  then- 
imagination  ;  then  he  would  graphically  describe 
his  difficulties,  his  dodges,  his  mistakes,  his  hopes, 
bis  good  or  bad  success,  till  he  had  warmed  up 
I  the  listener  to  excitement  in  expectation  ot  the 
final  episode,  when  suddenly  he  would  break  olr, 
take  a  long  pinch  of  snuff,  and  after  a  minute  let 
-  fall  some  pregnant  observation,  such  as,  "  Master 
V  Alic  giv'  me  eight  bob  fur  him  nixt  mornm  ,  or 
"he  weighed  201b.,  barrin'  the  weight  uv  an- ould 
iron  spoon." 

This  telling  aposiopesid,  his  brogue,  his  lace,  so 
animated  and  weather  beaten,  and  his  keen  old 
'  eyes,  gave  a  wonderful  charm  to  his  stories. 
There  was  this,  too,  about  them ;  that  they  were 
perfectly  true,  a  statement  which   many  will 
doubtless  consider  quite  peculiar,  though  why  so 
I  cannot  imagine,  for  in  my  experience  fishermen 
U  (I  mean  real  fishermen,  not  the  angler  who  carries 
•-brand  new  rod,  basket,  flask,  &c),  are  as  triithtul 
F  .as  any  other  body  of  men,  unless,  indeed,  they  are 
bent  on  gulling  some  showy  greenhorn,  whose 
t  veneered  accoutrements  and  high-sounding  lan- 


guage have  won  their  disapproval.  Poor  fishermen, 
i.e.,  habitually  unsuccessful  ones,  do,  I  confess, 
draw  the  long  bow  on  many  occasions,  but  the  good 
fisherman  really  doesn't  need  to  do  so ;  in  fact,  I 
have  often  known  one  to  keep  silent  rather  than 
recount  what,  though  true,  he  feared  might  look 
like  romance. 

The  stories  of  Charlie  that  we  all  liked  best 
were  accounts  of  his  tricks  and  dodges  to  evade 
the  authorities,  for,  as  I  have  said,  he  was  a 
poacher;  not,  of  course,  a  wretched  wholesale 
poisoner  or  dynamitard,  but  he  could  use  a  cleek 
or  a  girn,  as  well  as  various  other  more  or  less 
sporting  and  illegal  methods.  His  own  contention 
was  that  it  was  sport  so  long  as  one  caught  fish 
singly,  a  theory  in  which,  it  seems  to  me,  there  is 
a  certain  amount  of  reasonableness ;  and  it  was 
the  sport  he  followed,  as  he  said,  and  he  didn't 
"  care  a  curse  fur  the  law  ;  bad  luck  to  it."  * 

The  "  peelers  "  (police)  were,  of  course  his  bete 
noir,  and  many  a  bout  he  had  with  them.  Once 
he   was   badly    worsted,    and   this    story  he 
was  rather    chary    of    telling.     It    was  as 
follows  :  The  head  constable  of  the  village  at  the 
time  was  a  man  called  Grew,  a  martinet  who 
pushed  to  their  full  extent,  if  he  did  not  at  times 
abuse,  his  powers  as  guardian  of  the  peace.  Cor- 
dially hated  even  by  his  own  men,  he  was  detested 
by  all  whose  vocation  or  "  divaision  "  led  them  at 
times  to  fall  into  his  clutches.    Being  a  rival  and 
less  successful  fisherman,  and  withal  of  a  very 
mean  nature,  needless  to  say  he  had  a  great  anti- 
pathy to  poor  Charlie,  whom  he  dogged  night  and 
day  to  obtain  a  conviction.    At  length  his  chance 
came.    It  was  what  is  still  called  the  Burr  Fair 
in  the  village,  (so  called  from  the  burrs  with 
which  the  bhoys  and  their  colleens  used  to  pelt 
each  other)  and  Charlie,  reckoning  that  the  police 
•would  have  their  hands  pretty  full  at  home,  was 
up  the  river  for  the  day,  on  poaching  bent.  He 
fancied  he  was  in  perfect  security  for  his  nephew 
was  acting  as  scout  further  down  the  river  ;  how- 
ever, when  he  was  just  in  the  act  of  gaffing  "  a  bit 
of  a  grawl,"  who  appeared  round  the  rocks  but 
his  enemy,  Grew!    It  was  a  bad  predicament, 
absolutely  no  escape,  so  out  he  walks  to  the  bank, 
o-aff  in  hand,  and  sits  down  to  don  his  boots  and 
coat.    Grew,  however,  thinking  of  the  glory  he 
would  win  if  he  marched  Charlie  through  the  fair 
coatless,  bootless,  gaff  in  hand,  caught  hi  flagrante 
delicto,  seized  him  by  the  collar  and  ordered  mm 
to  come  along  to  the  barracks  as  he  was.  Charlie 
demurred,  the  sergeant  insisted,  Charlie  resisted, 
nor  was  his  resistance  of  the  wholly  passive  type, 
for  half  an  hour  afterwards  when  another  peeler 
appeared  on  the  scene,  leading  Charlie's  nephew 
(the  young  scamp,  instead  of  watching  had  gone 
"  eirning  "  and  got  caught)  there  was  Charlie 
coolly  bobbing  the  sergeant's  head  up  and  down 
in  the  river  to  slow  "  music."    He  was  after  all 
led  in  triumph  through  the  fair,  and  though  he 
averred  that  he  meant  Grew  no  harm,  having 
desired  only  to  "  drook  the  contrariness  out  uv 
him,"  he  came  in  for  a  very  heavy  punishment. 

Another  time,  when  prosecuted  by  the  same 
Grew  chiefly  on  circumstantial  evidence,  Charlie  s 
case,  growing  gradually  blacker  and  blacker,  was 
to  all  appearance  hopeless,  until  he  elicited  in 
cross-examination,  from  a  seemingly  hostile 
witness,  who  had  cleverly  got  himself  called  by  the 
sergeant,  that  "  Charlie  had  a  rod  m  his  ban  like 
the" rest  uv  us."  "Begor!  that  saves  me,  says 
Charlie,  "  though  I  half  expected  ye  wud  be  attei 
swearin'  me  life  away  among  yez  Ife-did  save 
him,  too,  though  the  "rod"  he  had  in  his  hand 
was  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  ash  sucker 
with  a  gaff  at  one  end. 

On  another  occasion  a  witness  Charlie  had 
called  to  rebut  other  evidence  was  cross-examined 
and  badgered  very  severely  by  the  prosecuting 
attorney,  so  much  so  that  he  lost  his  head  entirely, 
and  fairly  brought  down  the  house  by  cursing 
himself  that  he  wouldn't  know  a  salmon  from  a 
"  rid  herrin  .'  .  ,     ,     .  <■■ 

The  story,  however,  that  we  liked  best  of  all 
and  that  he  told  with  a  half  pathetic,  half 
remorseful  sort  of  humour,  was  to  this  eflccto 
Hp  (Charlie)  and  his  greatest  chum,  one  Megarry 
Sill  to  the  fore,  but  not  likely  to  see  this),  went 
ou t  with  a  "  light"  one  night  in  the  close  season 
They  had  met  with  fair  success,  and  were  coming 
out  of  a  riverside  plantation  carrying  each  a 
w>«,,nlp  of  "fish"  Coming  to  the  stile,  Charlie 
Sws  o\er  his  two  fish,  and  on.  following  them 
found  himself,  to  his  consternation,  in  the  hands 
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of  three  "peelers,"  who,  it  afterwards  transpired 
were  on  the  look  out  for  a  "  wee  still.  -N  ow,  it 
was  a  moighty  bad  job,"  Charlie  would  say,  an 
there  wus  Megarry  jist  fur  welkin  like  mesilf 
head  foremost  intil  it ;  so  bad  scran  to  me  it  I 
didn't  yell  out,  '  Run,  yer  sowl,  Megarry !  1  m 
caught.'"  ..  u  i 

"And  did  Megarry  run  ?     someone  would  ask. 
Bun,  is  it  ?    Begor,  he  ran  like  a  whole  army, 
but  divil  the  bit  did  it  help  him,  fur  they  had  his 
fish,  an'  we  got  it  hot  an'  heavy  nixt  bmch  day.  ^ 

'•  And  serve  them  right  too,  the  scoundrels  ! 
cries  some  sinned  against  and  unsinning  reader. 
"  Nice  trash  this  to  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
'  Poaching  Gazette'  would  be  nearer  the  mark. 

Most  puissant  and  right-minded  critic  have 
you  ever 

poached  a  fish?   "What!!     No  1— well 
better  men  have. 

Sprint  is  coming  on  apace,  the  green  patches 
are  broadening  on  the  hillsides,  the  mavis  and 
blackbird  are  warbling  their  love  songs,  the 
irrepressible  rook  is  already  busily  engaged  in  his 
noisy  family  arrangements,  the  river  is  fining 
down  from  its  winter  floods,  the  dear  old  haunts 
the  meadows,  the  glens,  the  pools,  the  trout,  all 
are  still  there,  but,  alas,  poor  Charlie  has  gone. 
Verily  'tis  a  case  of 

Now  safe  the  stately  sauuion  sail, 
And  trout  Dcdropped  wi'  crimson  had, 
And  eels  weel  kenned  for  souple  tail, 

And  geds  for  greed. 
For  cauld  in  Death's  dark  creel  we  wail 
Tarn  Sam3on  deid. 
Nor,  alas,  is  there  any  per  contra  in  Charlie's 
case.    Yes,  poacher  and  all,  some  of  us  will  miss 
him  sorely  ;  and  what  more  might  be  said  of  the 
noblest  dry-fly  fisherman  of  them  all.  "  Well,  God 
rist  his  sowl,  shure  an'  maybe  he  11  find  strames 
an'  fish  there  too,"  as  Megarry  says. 

Wrenta.il. 


THE   FISHERIES    EXHIBITION  AT 
THE  ROYAL  AQUARIUM. 


As  we  said  last  week,  the  Fisheries  Exhibition 
at  the  Royal  Aquarium  will  well  repay  a  visit. 
We  had  eight  hours  there  on  Monday  last  in  order 
to  make  the  following  notes,  and  did  not  m  the 
least  mind  the  really  hard  work  this  entailed,  as 
there  is  a  curious  fascination  about  handling  rods 
and  examining  tackle.  .  . 

Taking  the  stands  as  nearly  as  we  could  m  then 
order,  we  began  with 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick  and 
London     (No.  1  Stand.).-Thc first  rod  Mr. 
Hardy  showed  us  was  the  171ft.  Champion 
rod     This  is  the  rod  Mr.  J.  J.  Hardy  himself 
uses   and  prefers.     It  certainly  seems  to  be 
a  perfect  rod.     The  next  was  a  lffjft.  lady  s 
salmon  rod.    It  is  seldom  they  make  longer 
than  15ft.  or  16ft.  rods  for  ladies.    Then  came  a 
16ft  "Hi  Regan "rod-a  grand  rod,  suitable  tor 
all  but  the  largest  rivers.    Also  toft.,  L>,tt.,  or 
Kift.  ladies'  salmon  rods,  or  grilse  or  sea  trout  rods 
very  light,    We  next  noticed  a  fine  wood  model 
of  a  681b.'salmon  killed  by  Mr.  Kennedy  on  the 
Aiira  in  Norway  on  a  20ft.  steel  centre  rod  by 
Hardy.    The  model  is  hand  painted  by  the  late 
Mr.  Gibbof  Alnwick,  the  well-known  arhst  BJid 
exhibitor  at  the  Royal  Academy.    A  ltft.  Ma* 
Flv  or  Lake  Trout  rod,  seemed  to  have  plonty  ot 
backbone  in  it.    A  loft,  steel  .centre  May  I  y 
or  Lake  Trout  rod,  and  a  12ft.  steel  centre  May 
Flv  or   Lake  Trout  rod  were  good  rods,  but 
these  sizes  are  not  much  in  demand  now  as 
anglers  find  they  can  do  all  they  want  to  do 
with   rods  of    10ft.   to   lift     Messrs.  Hardy 
inform  us  they  intend  to  make  a  big  shou  at 
the  Imperial  Institute  Exhibition,  as.  do  many 
other  of  the  exhibitors  at  the  A,|u;.r.u.u.  One 
of  the  finest  rods  in   Messrs.   Hardy  s  grand 
collection  is  a  dry  fly  split  <«  pat  erne  ailed 
"  The  Priceless,"  an  exact  copy  of  one  of  Mi . 
Frederic  M.  Halford's   favourite  patterns, 
cost  is  hardly  in  keeping  with  its  name.  The 
well-known  ^Houghton  -  pattern  Dry -  Fly  lo« . 
are  made  by  MeSBM.  Hardy  m  9ft.,  }0«-L1W& 
and    lift,  sizes;   but  not  many  of  lilt,  in 
fact,  it  seems  to  us  that  there  is  a  tendency  to  go 
to  the  other  extreme  of  using  too  short  a  rod 
Among  this  firms  greenheart  rods  we  noticed 
one  of  IHft.,  another  of  17ft.,  the  action  oi  which 
we  much  preferred;  also  Lift,  wcenheart,  stained 
black,  a  very  fine  rod,  with  oW  level  action, 
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without  wobble.     Mr.  Hardy  next  called  our 
attention  to  Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch's  special  prawn 
and    minnow   salmon  rod — stiff  and  powerful, 
liut  not  over  heavy;  also  an  lift.  "Wheeley" 
Thames  trout  rod.  for  spinning  and  live  bait- 
ing-   The  "Bile*    Seel, — This  novelty  is  an 
aluminium  reel,  with  very  clever  automatic  check, 
to  prevent  over-running.   It  always  has  the  silent 
ohook  on,  except  at  the  moment  of  casting.  In 
tho  illustration  the  letter  A  shows  the  position  of 
the  check.    When  making  the  cast  you  press  this 
with  the  finger,  and  the  reel  revolves  quite  freely. 
Just  as  the  bait  reaches  the  full  extent  of  the 
cast  you  take  your  finger  off  the  check  trigger, 
and  the  reel  is  checked  gradually  and  auto- 
matically.   Mr.  Hardy  told  us  he  had  had  a  very 
good  report  on  this  reel  from  Mr.  Wheeley,  and 
that  says  volumes  for  it.  We  have  not  tried  it  yet. 
Other  reels  Messrs.  Hardy  show  are  "The  Con- 
tracted Special  Trout  Reel,"  a  very  fine  one ; 
the  Field  Reel,  in  which  the  outside  rim  revolves 
with    the    handle-plate.    We  understood  Mr. 
Iliirdy  to  say  some  very  beautiful  reel  lines  he 
showed  us  were  plaited  solid  round  lines,  not 
square  as  in  ordinary  plaits.    They  ought  to  be 
very  good  if  they  are  solid  round  plait  without  a 
core.    Out. — We  saw  some  lovely  8yd.  whole  gut 
tapered  fly  casts,  and  were  unable  to  resist  buying 
a  dozen,  although  the  price  is  stiff  as  prices 
for  gut  casts  go  nowadays,  viz.,  Is.  6d.  each. 
What  interested  us  most  in  the  gut  exhibits  was 
some  strands  of  single  gut  over  40m.  in  lenyth, 
and  apparently  of  quality  equal  to  that  of  the 
finest  ordinary  gut.     Mr.  Hardy  told  us  they 
would  be  unable  to  put  this  extraordinary  gut  on 
the  market  before  next  August.    He  told  us  it  is 
obtained    by    specially   cultivating    the  finest 
"  Grecia "  silkworms,  and  making  the  gut  from 
the  largest  specimens  thus  obtained.  Cheap 
Out. — It  was  a  novelty  to  find  that  this  firm  is 
offering  gut,  and  good  gut,  in  hanks  of  100  at 
prices  from  5s.  down  to  as  low  as  Is.  6d.  per  100. 
The    improved    "Royle"  folding  landing  net 
works  in  this  way.    A  is  a  loose  metal,  oval,  and 
rather  heavy,  bit  of  tube,  which  slides  up  and 


of  Ogden  Smith,  of  6,  Park-side,  Hyde  Park, 
London,  and  Clapham  Junction.  One  of  the 
partners  has  only  recently  returned  from  travel- 
ling in  China  and  Japan  in  search  of  new 
material  for  rods,  &c.  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  saw  a 
native  angler,  and  a  very  keen  one,  fishing 


Ogden  and  Scotford's  Seat  Basket. 


Odgen  Smith's  Dry  Fly  Box. 


fisher  will  be  able  to  pass  this  stall  with 
gloating  over  the  large  and  varied  show 
exquisite  trout  and  grayling  flies — they  sh 
ask  Mrs.  Richardson  (who  is  always  most  re 
to  give  any  information   or  accept  any  hint' 
aliout  fly-tying)  to  show  them  her  duns  with  seal': 
fur  in  place  of  hare's  ear — the  seal's  fur  makes  : 
very  lustrous,  delicate  hackle;  also  they  shouli 
ask  to  see  her  dry  Hies  with  the  wings  set  on,  - 
that  they  arch  in  towards  each  other  instead 
out  in  V-shape.    We  do  not  see  much  gain 
this,   because  the    V-shape  greatly  assists 
making  the  fly  drop  right  side   up  on 
water.    Six  shades  of  hare's  ear  dun  de 
attention  ;     also    lovely     ginger  quills 
John    Lock's    great  stand-by  on  the  Itc 
fat  Olives  on  No.  1  hooks,  with  gut 
(many  a  fine  trout  and  grayling  have  we  had 
these,  the  only  improvement  we  have  occasion 
wished  in  them  being  a  little  more  and  stiffe. 
hackle  at  the  shoulder).    A  pretty  grayling  fancy 
fly  is  a  light  dun,  with  red  tuft  at  tail,  and  gold 
body.    Then  came  some  A  1  Wickhams,  and  a 
grand  rise  of  May  Flies,  of  all  shades  and  sizes, 
but  all,  or  nearly  all,  with  straw  bodies — and  we 
do  not  know  one  much  better  when  the  straw  ia 
right.    The  show  of  flies  includes  a  very  hand- 
some chub  fly,  called  the  Ritchie,  after  the 
popular  managing  director  of  the  Royal  Aquarium. 
It  is  a  rich  looking  fly,  made  with  both  red 
and  black  hackle,  and  with    a    broad  spiral 
of  gold  on  the  body,  and  leather  tag.    Mrs.  R. 
also  dresses  the  well-known  "  Wilkinson  "  salmon 
fly,  the  namesake,  though  not  named  after  the 
very  courteous  secretary  of  the  Royal  Aquarium 
— because  it  was  named  before  he  was  born. 
Among  the  rods  exhibited  by  Mr.  Richardson  we 
may  mention  the  "  Kingston  "  Thames  rod,  which 
has  a  large  sale ;  a  good  show  of  whole-cane  fly 
rods;  split  canes  at  75s.,  with  lock-fast  joint — we 
gave  Mr.  R.  a  hint  how  to  improve  this  in  a  very 
simple  way.    Then  we  handled  a  nice  greenheart 
called  the  "  Wandle,"  a  name  which  sent  us  back 
to   Beddington  and  big  trout  in  1864.  The 
"  Hackness  "  brook  fly  rod  is  stiff,  but  light.    We 1 


Hardy's  Artificial  Bait  Bt 


down.  When  you  extend  the  net  downwards, 
holding  the  handle,  the  nut  of  its  own  weight 
runs  down  and  over  a  projection  in  the  folding 
joint,  and  so  locks  it.  A  net  on  the  same  principle 
was  sent  to  us  a  year  or  two  ago  from  some  maker 
m  the  South  of  England— Plymouth,  we  think. 
Other  things  in  Messrs.  Hardy's  exhibit  are  ■ 
anding  nets  made  of  solid  plaited  dressed  silk 
line.  An  ordinary  net  takes  100  yards.  The 
advantages  claimed  are  lasting  power  and  non- 
hook  catching  properties.  A  new  "round- 
cornered  box  for  artificial  baits  and  huge  preserved 
prawns  (fed  on  natives  buried  in  the  Ganges)  in 
Pickle,  and  that  capital  dry  fly  box,  the  "  Hough- 
ton, with  spaces  for  flies  and-  casts,  and  with 
tweezers  of  improved  shape.  We  felt  like  havihs 
a  seat  on  Dr.  Sanctuary's  fine  seat  creel  before 
we  bad  got  through  with  Messrs.  Hardy's  show. 

Near  them  the  AngUr  has  a  neat  stall,  showing 
papers,  books,  contents  bills,  &c.  ° 

Ogden   Smith,   Then  (No.  3  in  the  cata- 


a  rapid  on  the  Yangtsee  river.  He  was  usinc 
a  rod  of  dark,  very  hard,  and  steel-like 
wood,  which  Mr.  O.-S.  calls  "Samambo."  We 

liked  the  feel  of  it  very  much.  It  seems 
only  a  small  quantity  could  be  obtained,  and  Mr 
Ogden  Smith  said  he  had  booked  orders  for  rods 
which  would  exhaust  his  stock  of  the  wood,  but 
he  was  going  out  to  the  Bast  again  in  search  of 
more.  He  told  us  he  had  some  very  fair  fly- 
fishing in  some  of  the  rivers  in  Japan.  He  then 
showed  us  a  good  general  show  of  whole-cane  dry- 
fly  rods.  We  were  glad  to  see  a  fine  hatch  of 
our  old  friend  the  "Gladstone"  May  Fly— first 
made  popular  by  a  notice  in  our  columns.  Mr 

i  .  ,„  hl3  firm  lllade  tQe  flies  used  by  the 
officials  of  the  Bad  Boll  Fishing  Club,  or  some  of 
them.  They  are  ordinary  standard  patterns, 
dressed  mostly  on  No.  1  eyed  hooks.  They  show 
a  neat  trout  reel  of  aluminium  alloy,  a  registered 
eyed  fly  box  also  an  "Improved"  landing  net, 
which  we  liked.  5  ' 


IIari>\ 


also  liked  a  17ft.  whole-cane  salmon  rod  at. 

™  t£W°  tops''  a  caP^aI  rod  for  a  light  line. 
Mr.  Richardson  pays  a  good  deal  of  attention'  to 
the  wants  of  sea  anglers,  and  the  rod  he  makes 
from  the  pattern  of  Mr.  Ball,  the  energetic  secretary 
of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society,  is  deservedly 
popular.  Friends  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  t 
will  feel  a  melancholy  interest  in  handling  a  cane 
pike  rod  which  once  belonged  to  him.  The 
"  Kingston  "  lady's  rod,  hook  book,  dry  fly  bjx.«9 
&c,  are  all  worth  notice. 

No.  <i  is  the  stall  of  Mr.  Mukton,  of  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne.  It  was  quite  refreshing,  after  a  dry 
round  of  visits,  to  see  some  excellent  and  very 
cneap  drinking  cups  on  Mr.  Murton's  stand.  * 
ihey  telescope  into  a  small. space,  and  have  a 
folding  handle,  and  are  carried  in  a  neat  leather 
case,  nickel-plated  outside  and  gilt  inside,, 
from  .Is  (»d.  to  5s.  (id. ;  strongly  recommended. 
J.  lie  North  -  country  firm  has  an  excellent 
general  exhibit,  irittuding  the  "  Tyneside " 
7s.  (,d.  fly  rod,  a  little  beauty  in  graenhcart, 
the  same,  double  brazed,  and  two  tops,  lis.  tid.; 
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also  a  15ft.  lady's  greenheart  salmon  rod  for 
14s.  6d.,  guaranteed  seasoned  wood ;  and  the 
"  Northumbrian  "  pattern  trout  fly  rod.  Visitors 
to  Mr.  Murton's  stall,  who  are  bond  fide  anglers, 
are  presented  with  a  capital  catalogue,  giving 
most  useful  information  about  the  fishing  in  and 
a  good  map  of  the  country  north  and  south 
of  the  Tweed.  Mr.  Murton's  manager  is  a 
salmon  angler,  and  told  us  he  had  killed  six 
salmon  in  one  day  on  the  Tyne.  He  had  also 
fished  in  British  Columbia,  and  makes  a 
powerful  12ft.  or  13ft.  rod,  specially  for  work 
among  the  heavy  trout  of  that  country.  The 
"Northumbrian"  18ft.  (51s.  6d.)  greenheart 
salmon  rod  is  a  really  fine  one ;  and  almost  as 
good  appeared  to  be  the  "  Tyneside,"  double- 
brazed,  18ft.  rod.  Brook  rods,  8Aft.  to  12ft.,  from 
10s.  6d.  to  17s.  6d.  (double-brazed  and  two  tops, 
12s.  6d.) ;  14ft.,  two  tops,  double-brazed,  18s.  6d. 
Mr.  Murton  has  a  good  show  of  North-country 
flies  on  gut,  also  double  wing  floaters;  and  we 
liked  the  look  and  shape  of  his  double  hook  Black 
and  Red  and  Grey  Palmers.  Mr.  Murton  will  be 
happy  to  give  any  of  his  customers  information 
about  the  salmon  and  sea  trout  fishing  to  be  had 
on  the  Tyne.   

Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.  (Stand  No.  16),  of 
137,  St.  John-street-road,  London,  N.,  showed 
us  some  of  the  best  salmon  gut  (for  length  and 
stoutness)  that  we  saw  in  the  Exhibition.  The 
price  was  50s.  per  100,  and  Mr.  Carter  assured  us 
it  would  lift  a  dead  weight  of  181b.  His  20in. 
trout  gut,  at  3s.  6d.  the  100  strands,  struck  us  as 
very  good  value.  His  new  "Light  Weight" 
Nottingham  reel — a  combination  of  aluminium 
and  mahogany — is  excellent.  Those  who  spin 
for  the  noble  salmon  should  see  his  new 
salmon  spinning  line,  lfd.  per  yard.  Very 
good  indeed  also  are  his  fine,  medium, 
and  stout,  double-taped  dry  fly  line,  40yds. 
for    9s.,    and  30yds.  for  7s.  6d. ;    air  pump 


tubular  steel  centre  for  split  cane  rods.  He  thinks 
there  is  a  great  future  for  this  form  of  steel 
centre — i-e..  a  hollow,  tapering,  steel  tube  without 
join  or  slit  along  it,  as  in  the  American  steel  rod. 
Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.  hold  one  of  the  largest 
stocks  of  greenheart  for  rod  making— apart  from 


Hardy's  Patknt  "  Silex  "  Eekl. 


Messrs.  Enright  and  Son,  of  Castleconnell, 
Ireland  (Stand  No.  20),  have  a  very  pretty  little 
bait  to  attract  new  customers  to  their  show  (old 
ones  will  find  their  way  there  quickly  enough),  in 
the  shape  of  a  431b.  salmon,  killed  by  Mr.  John 
Enright,  on  the  Prospect  Water,  Castleconnell, 
Oct.  27,  1896,  on  single  gut— a  monster  even 
Mr.  Enright  may;  be  proud  of  taking.  Anglers 
<*oing  to  Norway  should  see  the  big  salmon 
tackle  in  the  way  of  hand-twisted  gut  casts 
and  traces  made  up  by  this  firm— quite  new, 
and  perfectly  reliable.     Then  they  have  un- 
drawn gut  casts,  3yds.  at  lOd. ;   Is.  ditto  the 
lower  half  drawn  gut.    Their  3yd.  salmon  cast 
half  single  gut,  and  half  treble  gut,  is  probably 
about  as  useful  a  cast  as  can  be  had,  and  the 
price  is  only  5s.  6d.    They  have  a  good  show  ot 
standard  Shannon  salmon  flies  on  double  hooks ; 
and  of    general  standards    on  single  hooks; 
XXX  drawn  gut  casts  ;  Shannon  pike  chickens  ; 
sea  trout  flies,  for  Donegal  and  other  districts, 
2s.  6d.  a  dozen,  on  gut,  extra  strongly  mounted. 
Devons  and  prawn  tackles,  for  salmon  fishing  in 
heavy  water  where  the  fish  run  big ;  brooches,  m 
the  shape  of  salmon  flies,  for  ladies.    Among  the 
rods,  for  which  they  are  deservedly  famous,  Mr. 
Enright   showed   us  a  new  up-to-date  tourist 
cycling  four-joint  trout  rod,  with  two  tops,  to 
splice,  17s.  6d. ;  with  ferrules,  £1  Is.    Other  rods 
we  tried  were  a  10ft.  Castleconnell  greenheart  in 
two  joints  and  two  tops,  £1  Is. ;  a  16ft.,  three- 
piece  splice,  at  35s.,  also  two  tops  ;  and  a  beauty 
of  19ft.,  the  "Fraser  Sandeman "  pattern,  at 
£2  10s.    Mr.  Enright  told  us  he  had  made  these 
rods  up  to  21ft.  for  Mr.  Sandeman,  and  they 
certainly  are  easier  to  use  than  many  an  18ft. 
rod  we  have  handled.     Mr.  John  Enright  is 
coming  over  to  the  Imperial  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

No.  23  is  the  stand  of  Messrs.  Ogden  and 
i  Scotford,  of  Pittville,  Cheltenham,  and  Leicester- 
I  square,  London.    We  give  an  illustration  of  their 
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Landing  Net. 
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dressed,  and  well  dressed.  His  4£in.  London 
made  light  salmon  reel  at  20s.  ;  3yds. 
whole  gut,  tapered  fly  casts  at  6d.;  thickest 
salmon  gut,  l^yd.  traces,  with  three  swivels,  at 
2s.  6d. ;  and  salmon  reel  lines  at  2d.  a  yard,  are 
not  only  extremely  moderate  in  price,  but  good  in 
quality.  He  sells  a  steel  trace  for  salmon  fishing 
which  will  pull  301b.,  including  the  swivels. 
There  is  not  much  joy  in  a  trace  which  has  gut 
in  it  which  will  pull  121b.,  and  swivels  which 
break  at  81b.  or  91b.  A  strong  pigskin  fly  book 
to  hold  three  gross  of  trout  flies  and  a  few  salmon 
at  6s.,  is  surely  cheap  enough.  His  telescopic 
landing  handle,  with  spring  catch  in  place  of 
screw,  is  much  lighter,  ajid  in  our  view  prefer- 
able, knuckle-joint  landing  net  and  handle ;  and  his 
pigskin  fly  case  for  wet  and  dry  flies  are  all  worth 
examination.  He  shows  American  .steel  fly  rods, 
made  of  strips  of  steel,  rounded  to  hollow  cylinder 
shape,  not  likely  to  become  popular  in  this 
country ;  but  his  greatest  novelty  is  his  patent 


the  wholesale  houses— and  this,  in  some  measure, 
accounts  for  their  being  able  to  sell  an  18ft. 
double  brazed  greenheart  salmon  rod,  with 
two  tops,  at  30s. ;  a  fine  rod.  The  same  with  lock- 
fast joints,  and  pneumatic  button,  £2 ;  Carters 
"best"  greenheart  fly  rod,  all  lengths,  up 
to  12ft.,  at  22s.,  are  good  value;  and  one  of 
the  sweetest  handling  dry  fly  rods  we  tried  in 
the  whole  building,  was  their  10ft.  home- 
made split  cane,  £2  2s..  Phelps's  pattern,  called 
after  Phelps  the  actor,  who  used  to  be  a  customer 
of  theirs  when  he  acted  at  Sadler's  Wells  Theatre, 
near  their  shop.  He  is  still  remembered  on  the 
Darenth  at  Farningham.  Their  home-made 
£5  5s.  16ft.  salmon  rod  is  just  the  present  for  a 
lady  salmon  angler  to  appreciate.  Messrs.  A. 
Carter  and  Co.  are  one  of  the  few  firms  we  have 
never  heard  complain  of  business  being  bad,  and 
we  have  known  them  since  about  1860.  Roach, 
perch,  pike,  and  general  rods  and  tackle  have 
always  been  a  feature  in  their  exhibits. 


improved  seat  basket,  in  which  they  claim  to 
have  reduced  the  weight  considerably  without 
loss  of  strength— always  a  difficult  matter.  We 
should  like  to  try  their  17ft.  6in.  (£3)  greenheart 
salmon  rod,  with  a  line  to  suit  it;  also 
their  15ft.  grilse,  or  lady's  greenheart  salmon 
rod,  at  50s,  Mr.  Scotford  informed  us  that 
blue  mahoe  wood  is  getting  quite  scarce  in 
consequence  of  the  British  Government  using  so 
much  of  it  for  ornamenting  the  officer's  cabins  ot 
our  battleships  and  cruisers.  However,  they  have 
some  left,  and  showed  us  a  17ft.  6in.  rod  of  tins 
fine  wood,  little  more  than  half  the  weight  ot  a 
creenheart  of  the  same  size;  also  14ft.,  12ft.,  and 
[Oft.  rods,  the  latter  with  cork  handle,  two  tops, 
and  suction  joints,  at  21s.  Speaking  of  British 
men-of-war,  reminds  us  that  we  noticed  Kear- 
Admiral  Hammond  had  bought  a  "  Test"  pattern 
spliced,  blue  mahoe  fly  rod,  with  two  tops,  at  2.  >s.,  and 
we  admired  his  selection.  They  have  some  number 
of  ordinary  blue  tnahoes,  in  three  jornw,  at  .50s. 
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Some  of  their  3yd.  tapered  undrawn  gut  oasts, 
which  we  examined,  wore  very  good,  and  3yd. 
hast  salmon  casts  at  8a.  We  noticed  some  Al 
March  Mrowns  on  eyed  hooks  ;  they  have  plenty 
of  wing.  Some  makers  put  the  skimpiest  of 
wings  on  these  larger  Hies,  and  the  consequence  is 
thev  look  Like  fair,  fat,  and  forty  in  the  pantomime 
with  wings  that  would  not  lift  a  baby.  This 


pattern  of  March  Brown  is  a  capital  killer  on  a 
warm  evening  when  the  sedges  are  about  all 
through  the  season  ;  in  fact,  we  would  as  soon  use 
it  as  any  of  the  regular  sedges,  as  it  is  not  so 
heavy,  and  floats  grandly.  A  reel  line  we  can  re- 
commend is  their  double  taper,  7s.  tid.,  dressed 
line — a  special  dressing  so  they  claim — it  certainly 
seems  a  good  one.   

We  next  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Gillett,  of  Fetter- 
lane,  London  (Stand  No.  24).    Mr.  G.  was  looking 
as  jolly  as  a  sandboy,  and  appeared  to  be  bursting 
with  something.    It  turned  out  to  be  a  story  of 
how  Mr.  Harden,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
having    spotted    a    very    heavy    salmon,  was 
generous  enough  to  mention  the  fact  in  the 
smoking  room  of  his  hotel  at  Ringwood,  and 
on  going  down  to  fish  for  it  next  morning 
he  discovered  one  of  his  hearers  had  got  up  before 
him,  and  was  playing  the  identical  fish,  which, 
when  finally  gaffed  by  Mr.  H.,  weighed  401b.  It 
was  taken  on  a  14ft.  whole-cane  rod  made  by  Mr. 
I  >  illett.    Mr.  G.  makes  a  good  whole-cane  bottom 
rod  for  (>s.;  his  whole-cane,  two-top,  and  land- 
ing handle  fly  rod,  in  bag,  at  25s.,  is  a  great 
favourite,  and  they  have  sold  hundreds  of  them. 
He  sells,  but  does  not  guarantee,  a  9ft.  to  12ft. 
split  cane  rod,  with  two  tops,  in  wood  case,  at 
10s.  (id.    Yes,  half  a  guinea,  and  one  he  does 
guarantee  at  25s.  and  £2  2s.    They  are  well  worth 
inspecting;  he  has  a  new  tin  box  for  wet  and 
dry  casts,  and  cork  strips  for  eyed  flies.  He 
sells  a  3yd.  grilse  cast  at  2s.  6d. ;  salmon  be 
calls  it,  but  it  is  hardly  up  to  that  mark.  Then 
he  has  a  wire  trace,  with  seven  swivels,  at  Is.  3d., 
which  he  says  is  much  used  in  sea  fishing.  Our 
experience  of  sea  fishing  with  steel  trace  and 
swivels  is— rust,  and  plenty  of  it.    His  V-shaped 
landing  net  and  handle  is  a  strong,  simple  affair  • 
while  his  small  flies,  on  eyed  hooks  at  Is.  6d  a 
dozen,  single  wing,  and  2s.  double,  are  really  very 
fan-  value.    May  Flies,  with  cork  or  straw  bodies, 
are  here  to  be  had  at  2s.  6d.  a  dozen.    All  roach 
anglers  should  ask  to  see  his  18ft.  roach  rod,  in  two 
pieces,  for  9s.    Mr.  G.  is  showing  the  Manchester 
Cotton  Spinning  Company's  salmon  lines,  40yd., 
double  taper,  for  8s.    We  have  often  used  these 
lines  and  found  them  very  pleasant  to  cast  and 
nsh  with. 

No.  25  Stand  is  that  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith, 
of  Twickenham  (not  the  same  firm  as  Messrs. 
Ogden  Smith).  Mr.  Smith  showed  us  a  wonderful 

^?uT11lg^-rxmi,\ot  a  rod-  Ifc  makes:  (1)  a 
12ft,  bank  fishing  rod;  12)  a  pike  rod,  with  long 
top;  (3)  a  pike  rod,  with  short  top;  (4)  a  barbel 
rod;  (5)  a  Thames  trout  rod;  (6)  a  sea  fishing 
rod;  (,)  a  punt  or  boat  rod.  Of  course  we 
axe   not   going   to    say  that   all    these  rods 

trz^c\ of  theii;  nkind' but  this  ce*^iy 

is  the  most  successful  "general  rod"  we  have 
seen  and  you  get  the  whole  lot  for  21s.  It  is  not 
exactly  the  kind  of  rod  we  should  advise  what  a 
fishing  friend  of  ours  calls  "the  advanced  tee 

V      f 6  °Ut        tim-y™  want  a  clear 
head  to  keep  from  getting  mixed.    Mr.  O  S  also 
showed  us  another  novelty  in  the  shape  of  a 
spliced  "  whole-cane"  rod,  17ft.  6in.,  from£2  2  s 
wonderfully  light  and  strong.    Trout  rods "made 

novSfv  ^  n  from  21s-  Tet  Mother 
novelty  which  he  has  patented,  is  a  spring  coil 

SffiSPVS*11'?  "Sutton  Thamesgsizes 
ot  nsh  marked  on  it,  so  that  the  angler  who  is  in 
doubt  as  to  whether  a  fish  is  under  size  or  not  has 
om>  to  whip  out  his  tape  and  settle  the  point Th 

sSuldTr111?*  We,  Ca?  SU^est  is  th*  4e 
should  be  made  of  elastic,  that  would  sell 

lnn^DeT+0ld  thiD*  is  tte'adaptinjo?  the  old 
t  hSk  V* 1  WQg  a  SI*  °.f  Wle  on  the  s^nl  of 
-for  pike  paternosteimg  only  it  is  r>nf  ™ 
*  a  loop,  and  the  reverse  7way,  theP  object 
being  to  prevent  the  bait  from  working  so  far  un 

wi,  v  ?  '  irom,  which  cause  the  point  of  the 
hook,  being  guarded  as  it  were,  you  lose  your oike 
when  you  strike  in  snap  fi^ng-f  f ood  P^d 


simple  little  invention.  Mr.  O.  S.  shows  in  a 
ease  a  sample  of  his  special  method  of  setting  up 
fish,  which  he  claims  to  be  more  life-like ;  he 
shows  a  chub  rising  through  the  water  at  a  fly 
on  the  surface.  Mr.  O.  S.  is  a  practical  angler  as 
well  as  a  practical  fishing  tackle  maker.  He  also 
himself  made  the  bamboo  show  case  forming  his 
stand.   

By  this  time  the  reader  will  be  getting  some- 
what, as  we  were,  tired  of  trying  rods  and  testing 
gut,  but  we  could  not  leave  without  paying  Mr. 
SLATER,  of  Newark,  a  visit.  His  stall  is  No.  40, 
and  we  were  very  sorry  to  find  he  had  been  obliged, 
on  account  of  illness,  to  return  to  Newark  the 
previous  day,  so  he  was  not  present  to  point  out 
his  chief  exhibits.  However,  his  assistant  did  so 
very  satisfactorily.  Mr.  S.'s  general  show  of  rods, 
reels,  &c. — especially  reels — does  him  the  greatest 
credit.  With  Thames  trouting  so  near  at  hand  we 
examined  with  pleasure  a  lovely  bit  of  dark  green- 
heart,  12ft.,  two  tops,  double  brazed,  at  21s.,  made 
up  specially  for  Thames  trouting  (there  must  be 
ten  Thames  trout  anglers  for  every  Thames 
trout).  Another  nice  bit  of  work  was  a  14ft. 
greenheart  at  21s.,  an  excellent  rod ;  as  also  is  a 
16ft.  salmon  rod  at  27s.,  and  18ft.  at  34s.  These 
rods  are  all  well  finished,  well  made,  and 
well  balanced.  We  have  already  noticed  Mr. 
Slater'  s  new  "  Zephyr "  Nottingham  winch, 
made  of  aluminium  and  mahogany — 3iin.,  15s.  ; 
Um.,  16s.;  with  check,  3s.  exti-a.  Mr.  Slater 
has  never  made  a  better  winch  of  the  kind 
and  weight.  Then  he  has  a  sea  reel  6in.  in 
diameter,  the  barrel  revolves,  in  an  aluminium 
back  case,  and  the  price  of  this  great  wheel  is 
only  21s.  It  is  called  "  The  Future  Sea  Reel." 
One  of  the  sweetest  things  in  Nottingham  reels 
we'have  ever  seen  is  Mr.  Slater's  Improved  Com- 
bination Nottingham  and  Ordinary  Reel,  made 
of  ebonite  and  aluminium.  The  4in.  diameter  is 
26s.  A  lovely  reel.  We  wish  Mr.  Slater  a  speedy 
recovery,  and  are  sure  his  many  friends,  both  in 
the  trade  and  among  anglers,  will  be  glad  to 
see  him  back  again. 

At  Stand  No.  10  Messrs.  Bell  and  Peichaed, 
of  2,  Ludgate-circus,  have  a  show  of  most  useful 
clothes  of  all  kinds  for  sportsmen.  Their 
manager,  Mr.  Hoyle,  is  a  Devonshire  man,  hails 
from  Dulverton,  we  believe,  anyway,  he  is  a  keen 
angler,  and  very  clever  fly  dresser,  both  salmon 
and  trout,  and  his  prices  are  very  moderate.  He 
drew  pur  attention  to  some  new  material  called 
Khaki  serge,  which  is  very  strong  wear,  he  says, 
and  not  expensive.  The  firm's  salmon  wading 
coat,  with  arms  on  waistcoat  instead  of  on  coat, 
is  a,  capital  thing  to  which  we  have  previously 
called  attention.  The  "  Ludgate  "  fishing  cap  is 
quite  the  best  thing  of  the  kind  we  have  seen  for 
use,  either  in  a  hot  sun,  or  a  keen  gale  of  sleet  and 
snow. 

Messes.  King,  Malcom,  and  Co.— At  Stand 
No.  4  we  were  glad  to  meet  another  old  acquaint- 
ance, and  keen  angler,  Mr.  Malcom.  When  he  was 
manager  of  Woolgar's  (when  that  firm  was  on  the 
right-hand  side  of  Ludgate  Hill,  going  towards 
bt.  Paul  s)  m  the  sixties,  we  often  bought  waders, 
&c,  ot  him,  and  never  found  a  fault  in  them. 
Jivery  salmon  angler  knows  how  wretchedly  un- 
S?m  Si* ,  le  a  badlJ-cut  Pair  of  trousers  may  be 
Mr.  Malcom  is  a  practical  cutter  of  these  and 
other  waterproof  garments,  and  may  be  relied  on 
to  give  satisfaction.  The  Danish  leather  gar- 
ments shown  by  this  firm,  as  well  as  their  general 
stock  of  waterproof  goods,  do  them  credit,  there 
should  be  a  run  on  them  this  wretchedly  wet 


A  DAY'S  PIKE  FISHING  IN 
NOVEMBER. 

The  fisherman  who  goes  on  an  expedition 
during  the  latter  part  of  November  must  indeed 
be  an  enthusiast.  Yet,  for  all  that,  there  are 
many  hundreds  of  men  who  do  this  every  winter, 
btranger  still,  as  it  may  seem  to  most  people, 
these  sportsmen  return  home  and  say  they  have 
enjoyed  themselves,  though  they  will  tell  you 
they  had  to  suck  the  rings  on  their  rods  to  get 
fw?.°Ut-  ,I,?lust  P^ad  guilty  to  being  one  of 
these    cranks,  as  some  people  are  unkind  enough 


'  to  call  us.  I  might  say  that  perhaps  these  people 
have  never  felt  the  thud  of  a  17Ub.  pike  as  he 
takes  the  bait  when  well  on  the  feed  in  winter 

time. 

The  best  day*s  pike  fishing  that  ever  fell  to  my 
lot  I  had  some  two  years  ago,  on  Nov.  28,  as  cold 
a  day  as  ever  one  need  wish  to  have.  At  8  a.m.  I 
was  to  meet  a  friend  and  a  keeper,  but  as  at  that 
time  it  was  snowing  hard,  we  put  off  the  start  till 
9  o'clock.  At  that  time  the  sun  was  out — a 
grand  day  for  piking,  a  sharp  crisp  air,  no  weeds 
on  the  water,  but  a  nice  "  wave,"  which  was 
much  more  to  our  purpose. 

I  was  using  a  stiffish  Nottingham  rod,  with  a 
swift  running  Nottingham  reel,  which  with  one 
spin  will  uncoil  about  100  yards  of  line. 

My  friend,  who  did  not  believe  in  the  Notting- 
ham style  of  spinning  straight  from  the  reel 
(perhap  he  couldn't  do  it!),  was  live  baiting,  and 
no  words  of  mine  would  make  him  spin.  We 
both  started  in  our  own  style. 

He  drew  first  blood  with  a  nice  6-pounder, 
followed  by  a  4£lb.  fish  (the  latter  put  back),  and 
then  it  was  my  turn,  landing  an  81b.  and  two 
smaller  fish. 

After  this  there  was  a  lull  in  the  proceed- 
ings, and  we  began  to  think  it  was  no  use,  and 
were  trying  to  concoct  one  of  the  usual  excuses, 
so  well  known  amongst  fisherman,  to  account  for 
our  non-success,  when  suddenly  there  was  a 
commotion  in  the  river  about  30  yards  from  the 
bank.  There  was  no  mistake  about  it.  It  was 
a  splendid  pike,  well  on  the  feed.  We  tossed, 
my  friend  and  myself,  for  who  should  try  for  him, 
and  the  fates  favoured  me.  I  put  on  a  lively 
ilb.  roach,  and  gave  him  a  trial  spin  close  into  tha 
bank.  He  spun  beautifully.  My  first  cast  fell 
in  exactly  the  right  place— just  off  the  reed  bank, 
where  the  pike  had  been  feeding  a  few  moments 
before.  Slowly  reeling  in  the  line,  the  bait  went 
through  the  water  in  perfect  style,  as  fine  a 
spinning  bait  as  anyone  ever  saw.  But  for  all 
that,  Esox  Indus  was  not  to  be  had  this  time. 
Another  cast  in  the  same  direction,  and  I  have 
him,  fixing  the  hooks  well  home  with  three  sharp 
strikes. 

The  moment  I  struck  there  was  no  doubt  that 
he  was  a  splendid  fish.  He  ran  off  about  20yd3. 
of  line  straight  away,  and  then  sulked  near  the 
reed  bank,  where  he  remained  for  a  good  five  or 
six  minutes.  After  that  time  I  tried  to  move 
him  by  coaxing,  and  it  was  just  like  pulling  at  a 
sunken  log.  However,  off  he  started  again, 
shaking  his  head  as  he  tried  to  get  rid  of  the 
hooks. 

I  could  feel  he  was  a  heavy  fish,  and  a  game  one, 
but  I  certainly  had  no  idea  he  was  going  to  fight 
as  he  did.  Every  time  he  shook  his  head  I  could 
feel  the  vibration  down  to  my  elbows.  I  will  not 
go  into  all  the  details  of  the  fight,  but  after  about 
twenty  minutes  from  the  time  I  first  hooked  him 
we  had  him  near  enough  to  use  the  gaff.  Our 
keeper  was  an  artist  with  the  gaff  usually,  and  on 
this  occasion  he  was  no  exception  to  the  rule,  and 
he  fixed  the  gaff  into  the  pike  beautifully. 
But  just  as  the  fish  was  being  lifted  out  of  the 
water  the  gaff  snapped  off  at  the  bend  of  the 
hook  and  away  went  the  pike  as  strong  as  ever 
again.  There  was  nothing  for  it  now  but  to  play 
him  out,  which  did  not  take  long,  as,  added  to  his 
former  exertions,  he  was  slightly  wounded,  so  in 
another  five  minutes  I  had  him  on  the  bank. 
He  just  turned  the  scale  at  1 7  Mb.  After  this* 
we  each  killed  several  more  fish,  some  being  heavy 
ones,  though  none  came  up  to  the  17  Ub.  fish.  At 
the  end  of  the  day  we  had  sixteen  fish,  none  of 
which  were  less  than  51b.,  and  nearly  all  over  91b. 

 F.  P. 

POLLACK  FISHING  OFF  TRESCO. 

Lovers  of  angling  have  much  need  to  be 
thankful  for  the  abundant  opportunities  of 
following  the  gentle  craft.  There  are  few,  if 
any,  counties  without  its  angling  club,  and  few 
nshing  stations  beyond  walking '  distance  from  a 
railway  station.  Salmon,  trout,  and  grayling— 
that  dainty  fish  of  violet  and  pearl,  with  the 
scent  of  cucumbei--we  cannot  all  enjoy ;  but  one 
has  not  much  difficulty  in  finding  opportunity 
of  luring  that  fresh  water  shark,  the  pike,  the 
burly,  handsome  perch,  the  beautiful  red-finned 
roach,  and  some  other  larger  but  coarser  fish. 

It  is  strange,  however,  that  not  a  tithe  of  the 
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disciples  of  Izaak  seem  to  think  of  the  sea,  which 
abounds  with  "  takeable  "  fish,  and  for  which  one 
requires  neither  ticket  nor  permission. 

I  am  about  to  point  out  what  is  to  most  of  us 
unknown  water,  and  therefore  but  little  fished. 
Why  such  prejudice  exists  about  sea  fishing  it  is 
d'fficult  to  explain.  One  can  understand  the 
unwillingness  of  many  anglers  to  fish  in  ponds, 
the  fish  being  already  caught;  but  why  should 
one  avoid  the  sea  with  its  myriads  of  fish  to  be 
caught  with  hook  and  line,  from  the  delicate 
whiting  and  elegant  mackerel  to  the  cod,  bass, 
and  huge  conger  P  ^  * 
Perhaps  of  waters  immediately  by  the  coast, 
Mount's  Bay  is  most  prolific.  But  I  was  thinking 
of  a  wider  area  farther  westr-the  Scilly  Isles.  It 
were  worth  while  to  take  a  .summer  trip  as  far, 
were  it  only  to  enjoy  the  magnificent  scenery. 

A  couple  of  miles  from  High  Town,  St.  Mary's, 
is  the  beautiful  isle  of  Tresco,  with  its  world- 
known  gardens.  All  round  Tresco  there  is  an 
abundance  of  fish,  from  sprat  to  shark.  To  get  a 
monster  of  the  last  kind  on  the  hook  will  be  a 
caution  to  most  anglers. 

Tresco  is' only  four  miles  in  circuit.    Close  by 
Old  Grimsby  is  one  of  the  beautiful  little  bays, 
with  its  dove-coloured  sands  strewn  with  millions 
of  delicate  shells,  wreaths,  and  garlands  of  pearls. 
\  small  fishing  boat  is  moored  on  the  beach, 
belonging  to  an  elderly  fisherman  living  hard  by 
It  is  a  treat  to  go  out  with  this  young  sportsman 
of  ninety.    Tou  pull  out  to  a  group  of  rocks  one 
and  a  half  miles  out,  and  begin.    I  watched  the 
old  man  and  his  son  go  out  and  come  home  twice. 
Sometimes  he  goes  out  alone,  brings  with  him  a 
bottle  of  water  and  a  biscuit,  throws  them  into 
the  boat  with  his  old  waterproof,  clambers  m, 
and  pulls  away.     After  staying  three  or  four 
hours  he    returns.     His  son  comes  to  meet 
him  and  help  him  haul  out  the  load,  a  large 
Tiamper  full  mostly  of  pollack,  a  fish  not  unlike 
the  cod,  and  weighing  from  lib.  to  101b.  each 
On  the  first  occasion  he  counted  seventy-five  fish 
on  the  next  he  had  ninety-five,  weighing  at  least 
•>ewt.    The  fish  are  cleaned  and  dried  in  the  sun 
for  winter  food.    On  the  second  occasion  they 
were  almost  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of  a 
monstrous  shark,  which  condescended  to  take  the 
fish  that  was  being  hauled  into  the  boat,  but,  of 
course,  the  line  was  snapped,  and  the  old  man 
.was  obliged  to  rig  out  afresh. 

The  prettiest  sea  fishing  is  that  for  mackerel 
with  a  plated  "devil"  or  ordinary  hook  baited 
with  the  tail. 

I  have  seen  a  splendid  lot  of  grey  mullet 
caught  with  hook  and  line  in  St.  Ives  Bay, 
Cornwall.  The  grandest  of  all  fishing  scenes, 
however,  is  that  of  the  pilchards  with  the  large 
seine.  The  season  is  October  and  November. 
The  lonely  huer  on  the  cliff  walks  to  and  fro  for 
months  without  sight  of  a  shoal.  At  last  he 
shields  his  nigged  brow  with  his  hard,  rough 
hand,  and  sees  in  the  distance  that  purple  streak 
on  the  surface,  and  the  cloud  of  white  sea  birds 
hovering  over  it.  The  great  pilchard  army  at 
last  heads  in.  "  Heva,"  the  huer  bellows  through 
his  speaking  trumpet.  "Heva  "  resounds  through 
the  streets  of  the  little  rock-perched  town,  and 
all  hurry  down  to  the  beach  to  lend  a  hand  m 
hauling  in  or  landing  the  fish.  That  one  catch 
probably  has  brought  the  fishermen  sustenance 
for  the  winter  months.  Thirty  thousand  barrels 
were  landed  on  one  occasion,  valued  at  as  many 
pounds  sterling.  Turvey. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 


THE  "J.  R."  FLY  BOX. 

One  of  the  neatest  novelties  in  dry  fly  boxes  is 
a  little  one  brought  out  by  Mr.  J.  Richardson,  of 
48,  Doddington  -  grove,  Kennington.  By  an 
ingenious  arrangement,  a  little  spring  pin  is  pre- 
sented ready  to  thread  the  eye  of  the  fly,  which  is 
then  securely  held  in  its  place  by  a  spring.  It 
will  not  do  for  those  who  have  not  good  eyesight, 
but  those  who  have  will  find  it  useful. 

Most  of  the  frontispieces  to  Scribner's  Magazine 
for  the  current  year  will  be  engraved  by  Flonan, 
the  leading  wood-engraver  of  France.  Scnbrwr  * 
does  not  intend  to  abandon  wood  engravings.  It 
will  use  the  hett  of  all  processes  for  reproducing 
.pictures,  . 


ta»  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks .— During  my 
long  experience  I  can  never  remember  so  wretched  a 
closing  of  the  general  angling  sea  son.    As  regards  what 
the  angling  has  been  during  the  last  season  the  only 
special  item  lias  been  the  return  of  that  splendid  sportive 
fish  the  perch,  which  occasionally  have  been  taken  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  and  of  a  very  satisfactory  size,  up  to 
21b.  each.   No  one  has  done  more  in  the  direction  of 
getting  the  perch  back  again  into  the  Thames  than  the 
president  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  both  in  hatching  and  rearing 
them  in  the  stream  at  Sunbury,  and  the  purchase  of  year- 
lings from  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  of  Caistor.    Of  roach  there 
have  been  some  fine  specimens  taken  during  the  season, 
especially  at  Kingston  ;  and  at  the  very  end  of  the  season 
it  will  be  seen  that  one  of  lib.  12foz.  has  been  creeled. 
The  active  attention  of  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  is 
now  being  directed  to  the  question  of  the  removal  and 
bousing  of  the  barren  swans  and  the  multitudes  of  ducks  on 
the  river,  and  all  quarters  are  being  assailed  with  the 
object  of  gaining  a  successful  issue,  not  only  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  and  the  two  City  companies,  but  the  Thames 
Conservators  and  the  three  County  Councils.    This  is 
being  done  in  earnest  ,  and  much  influence  will  be  brought 
to  bear  on  the  movement.    The  old  practice  of  searching 
the  wells  of  the  punts  has  been  faithfully  carried  out  by 
head  river  keeper  Douglas  after  the  termination  of  the 
geneial  angling  season,  and  he  reports  that  on  Monday 
last  he  examined  all  the  punts  between  Staines  and 
Hampton,  and  on  the  following  day  completed  the  work 
down  to  Richmond,  and  found  them  all  right.    He  also 
states  the  fishermen  were  getting  a  few  lamperns  at 
Teddington. — B . 

 (Chertsey).— Mr.  Lovett,  in  a  take  of  roach  on 

the  last  day  of  the  season,  creeled  one  of  lib.  12oz.— B. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  says 

"  Owing  to  so  much  heavy  rain,  it  has  quite  spoiled  the 
last  week  of  fishing.  There  has  been  some  roach  and 
p?rch  taken  by  the  bank  anglers,  and  those  in  the  punts 
have  been  taking  dace.  The  water  on  Tuesday  was  like  a 
tide,  and  is  as  bad  as  it  has  been  all  the  winter."— B. 

  (Kingston).— Mr.  C.  Smith,  fishing  from  a  punt, 

took  a  bream  of  21b.  7£oz.  and  a  fine  roach  of  lib.  12f oz. 

  (Marlow).— The  coarse  fishing  season  did  not 

end  up  particularly  well  in  and  around  Marlow,  the  14th 
itself  beirig  such  a  soaking  wet  day,  and  the  wind 
abominable.  On  the  13th,  however,  Dr.  Dickson  tells  me 
his  friend,  Mr.  A.  C.  Faulkener,  amongst  other  perch, 
had  a  fine  brace,  the  heavier  of  which  weighed  25lb. 
The  trout  are  showing  well  here  at  times,  —  C.  L. 
Mathews.  . 

 (Pangbourne  and  District).— Another  season 

is  now  passed  and  gone,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  it  was  not 
a  very  grand  wind  up,  as  it  was  raining  nearly  all  day  on 
March  14,  the  closing  day,  and  only  a  few  fish  were  taken. 
Bank  anglers  getting  a  few  roach,  and  one  had  a  small 
jack,  that  was  all  I  saw  taken.— G.  H.  S. 

  (Sonning).— Floods  have  been  the  order  of  the 

dav  for  some  time  about  here,  but  on  the  13th  inst  Mr. 
G  H.  de  Cosson  and  Mr.  W.  Shackle,  out  with  W. 
Clarke,  of  Reading,  fishing  with  float  tackle  and  March 
worm  had  three  dozen  perch  in  one  hour  fatteen  minutes, 
without  moving  punt,  twenty  of  which  turned  the  scales 
at  14£lb.,  the  remainder  of  the  fish  being  returned  to  the 

river. — W.S.  .    ,  ,     ,  .  , 

 (Streatley).— Season  just  closed,  not  a  very  good 

one  Mr.  J.  Sains  took  a  pike  81b;  Mr.  J.  Sains,  ran., 
took  one  51b.  Several  perch  and  roach,  as  reported  last 
week.  Mr.  Sains,  on  Sunday,  took  161b.  ot  roach, 
thirteen  of  same  scaled  81b. ;  sent  to  Friendly  Anglers.— 
Horace  J.  Gardner. 

  (Windsor   District).  — A  tremendous  water 

coming  down  and  every  prospect  of  more.  Should  ram 
cease  after  20th  inst.  water  should  be  A  1  tor  the  opening 
of  the  Thames  trout  season,  which  commences  April  1. 
Anglers  who  wish  to  get  a  Thames  trout  should  on  lino 
days  take  a  stroll  and  keep  their  eyes  open ;  note  where  a 
fish  plays,  he  will  always  be  there,  but  first  come  first 
served  Many  a  good  fish  is  broken  away  with  or  severely 
piickedand  spoiled  for  some  time  to  come  by  the  over- 
anxious would-be  captor  of  a  Thames  trout.  The  closing 
days  of  the  season  were  rather  disappointing,  but  some 
nice  perch  and  roach  were  had  by  the  few  who  went  out, 
Mr  Eustace,  the  Eton  College  waterman,  stationed  to.ttw 
playing  fields,  having  some  beautiful  perch,  in  all  three 
dozen  fish  (smallest,  8oz.  ;  best,  l*lb.),  He  also  had  three 
jack,  but  small.  Bait  used  for  the  perch  was  the  succulent 
tail-end  of  lobworm.  ,  . 

Ancholme  District.— The  season  for  coarse  fashing 
closed  adversely,  and  very  few  anglers  were  out.  laking 
it  altogether,  it  was,  I  think,  about  an  average  eeason. 
The  best  fish  at  the  finish  was  taken  by  one  of  the 
Hollands  at  Brigg.  It  was  a  nice  pike,  of  about  101b., 
and  in  fine  colour  and  condition.  Only  one  young  gentle- 
man, to  my  knowledge,  has  been  trout  fishing.  He  got 
five  nice  fish  on  Saturday  last  on  one  of  our  local  beoks 
— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor. 

Aran  (Palborough).— March  14  was  a  wet  day, 
with  many  parts  llooJed,  and,  owing  to  heavy  rains 
Pulborougli  is  again  for  miles  under  water  The  North 
Lambeth  fished  K  match  in  this  neighbourhood  on  that 
day,  and,  as  far  as  I  oould  ascertain  Mr.  G.  Hill  (with  a 
fir*  roach  of  21b.  and  81b.  bream),  Mr.  Kuliok  (01b. 


bream  and  roach),  and  Mr.  G.  Earle  (a  perch  of  Jib.) 
were  the  most  successful. — W.  G.  Hollman. 

Avon  (Ringwood). — The  continual  rain  keeps  the 
river  here  in  a  flooded  condition  ;  nevertheless  Mr.  Alder, 
a  gentleman  staying  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  succeeded  in 
landing  thelargest  salmon  ofthe  season,  viz., a  40-pounder, 
which  was  in  splendid  condition,  during  the  week  whilst 
Mr.  Hodges  in  the  Bisterne  Water  captured  another  of 
181b.  In  coarse  fishing  there  has  been  plenty  of  sport,  the 
largest  pike  during  the  week  was  taken  by  Mr.  H.  Oddy, 
which  turned  the  scale  at  71b.— Piscatorial. 

Avon  (South.  Brent).— There  has  been  some  capita' 
sport  on  this  stream  especially  in  the  lower  waters.  Capt- 
Gamble  basketed  three  dozen  in  three  days,  total  weight 
101b.;  and  Mr.  P.F.Wise,  Alliron,  has  been  doing  well 
near  Loddiswell,  getting  one  trout  scaling  lib.  Mr. 
B.  F.  T.  Hare,  Curtisknowle,  took  some  fine  fish  m  the 
waters  near  Gara  Bridge.— Devonian. 

Coin  (Gloucester).— This  trout  stream  is  in  better 
condition  for  the  opening  of  the  fishing  season,  than  for 
some  years  past,  and  gives  promise  of  good  sport.  A  good 
spawning  season  is  generally  reported  throughout  its 
course,  and  by  April  1,  the  average-sized  trout  will  be  in 
good  condition.  The  bigger  fish,  that  is,  the  2-pounders, 
will  be  all  the  better,  for  at  least  another  month,  as  at 
present  they  are  still  very  dark  coloured.  Several  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out  on  the  river,  and  a  good 
season  is  confidently  anticipated. — Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Worm  fishing  having 
been  stopped  until  April  1,  fishermen  are  prevented  from 
visiting  the  river  in  times  of  flood  during  the  first  month 
of  the  season.  Salmon  are  running  up  in  large  numbers, 
and  several  fine  fish  have  been  taken.  Mr.  Ethbridge  has 
taken  a  fine  salmon  weighing  181b.,  and  Col.  Studdy  took 
another  scaling  121b.,  at  Folly,  both  being  taken  with  the 
fly.  Mr.  F.  Salisbury,  an  expert  angler  from  Guildford, 
captured  one  of  181b.  at  Stretehford,  after  playing  it  for 
over  two  hours.  He  also  had  some  wonderfully  fine 
catches  of  trout  during  his  stay.  Trout  fishing  has  been 
affected  by  the  heavy  state  of  the  water,  but  several  anglers 
have  braved  the  elements.  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  had  a  couple 
of  dozen  a  few  days  ago,  whilst  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  took  a  nice 
dish  of  six  brace.  Mr.  E.  Distin  and  the  Rev.  A.  Sandbaoh 
have  also  had  small  catches.  The  Blue  Upright  has  been 
very  plentiful  on  the  water. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  sti  earns  have  all  been 
in  flood,  and  the  floods  continue  to  be  heavy.  Some 
rivers,  however,  have  fined  down  sufficiently  to  allow  of 
some  angling,  which  has  been  fairly  successful.  On  the 
Exe  and  Barle  a  couple  of  dozen  is  about  the  best  take  of 
trout  recorded,  and  on  the  North  Devon  rivers  the  trout 
have  been  rising  well,  the  fish  taking  the  March  Brown 
and  Blue  Uprights.  The  Walkham  has  also  provided  some 
big  catches,  whilst  a  number  of  trout  have  been  creeled  on 
the  Otter.  Of  the  flies,  the  March  Brown  and  Bins 
Upright  appear  to  be  most  fancied.— Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— During  the  last  fortnight  the 
weather  has  been  most  exasperating.  There  has  hardly 
been  twenty-four  hours  without  rain,  and,  in  consequence, 
the  river  has  been  in  a  most  unsettled  state,  and  sport 
irregular  and  uncertain.  Only  those  living  near  the  water 
had  a  chance  of  oatching  it  in  good  trim,  and  getting  an 
odd  fish.  Up  to  March  1  only  about  fifteen  salmon  had 
been  caught  with  the  rod.  On  March  3  the  Armathwaito 
Castle  keeper  had  one.  On  the  5th  a  gentleman  staying 
at  the  Castle  landed  two,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon  of  Arma- 
thwaite  Hall  one.  On  the  10th  the  Armathwait9  Castle 
keeper  had  one  141b.  On  the  12th  Toddenham,  keeper  at 
Cosby  Castle,  killed  one  81b.,  and  ha  had  two  another  day 
71b.  and  ttlb.  On  the  15th  Lord  Newtown  Butler  had  one 
91b'  in  the  Wetheral  Crown  Hotel  water,|  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Hodgson  one  101b.  in  the  Wetheral  water.  Trout  iithers 
have  done-f airly  well  with  the  worm,  and  one  or  two  have 
got  a  dozen  or  so  with  the  fly,  and  they  are,  on  the  whole, 
fn  very  fair  condition.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  river  is  in 
a  filthy  state,  and  will  not  be  in  good  order  this  week. 
—Silver  Grey.  .       'V  ... 

Exe  and  Barle.— Heavy  storms  of  ram  at  night,  with 
fairly  fine  days,  have  prevailed  for  the  past  week.  There 
has  consequently  been  rather  too  much  water  in  the  rivers. 
A  few  fine  days  now  would  give  us  excellent  prospects. 
The  March  Brown  has  come  down  at  short  intervals,  but 
trout  have  been  taken  mostly  with  the  Red  Upright.— 
Blub  Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  through- 
out the  week  has  been  simply  "  diabolical."  We  have  not 
only  had  torrents  of  rain  day  after  day,  but  pelting  hail 
storms,  with  thunder  and  lightning,  and  an  occasional 
tornado  thrown  in  to  make  things  generally  charming.  I 
need  scarcely  say  that  anything  under  t  hese  cirounistances 
has  been  rather  uncommon.  The  only  item  of  sport  I 
have  heard  of  was  a  good  take  of  perch  by  Mr.  lorn 
Calladine,  just  prior  to  the  closing  day.  At  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  over  its  banks  in  all  directions,  so 
nothing  "fishy"  can  bo  attempted  for  some  days  yet.— 
Red  Palmer.  _ .  ,  ,. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— 1  ho  angling 
season  has  come  to  an  end  on  the  drains  and  rivers  held  up 
for  flood  purposes.  In  the  Fortyfoot,  some  decent  sport 
has  been  had  about  Billingborough,  but  on  the  Wolland 
the  water  has  been  too  high.  The  glen  at  Surfleet  has 
been  visited,  and  a  special  train  was  run  into  the  district, 
but  still  the  takes  made  were  only  small.  The  trout 
waters  will  now  have  a  turn.— Limpet. 

Gnash  (Stamford,  Lines).  —  Mr.  M.  Lightfoot 
was  fishing  for  baits  in  the  Gnash  in  Plash  Meadow  last 
week,  with  a  little  red  worm  on  a  roach  hook,  when  it 
was  seized  by  a  pike.  This  was  cautiously  played  on  to  a 
shallow,  and  there  grasped  by  the  eye  sockets  by  Mr. 
Griffin  and  landed— a  Ti  pounder.  Mr.  Grithn  had  the 
day  before  angled  in  the  same  wnter  with  a  lively  dace 
without  resulti.— B.  A.  8. 
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Idle  (North  NottB).— Tho  angle™  of  this  district  are 
not  sorry  the  season  nan  oorno  to  an  end.  The  woather 
bus  boon  blimtory  and  with  plenty  of  rain,  the  water  has 
not  boon  of  the  best.  The  captures  have  not  been  heavy, 
either  with  roftoh  or  dace,  whilst  grayling  and  chub  have 
taken  n  lot  of  finding,  Pike  lishorB  have  done  fairly  well. 
Another  week  or  two,  when  the  weathor  settles,  we  Bhall 
find  tho  trout  streams  visited. — L. 

Inney.— A  splondid  trout  has  been  taken  by  Mr. 
R.  II.  Ryne,  of  Launoeston.  Tho  fish,  which  was  cap- 
turod  with  a  small  trout  fly,  weighed  about  21b.,  measured 
17in.  in  length,  and  9|in.  in  girth,  and  was  caught  near 
St.  Cleathor.— Devonian. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  Tho  Balling 
season  opened  on  March  1,  but  tho  weather  has  boon  vory 
bid,  and  few  anglers  havo  been  out.  Those,  however, 
who  have  been  on  tho  lake,  have  brought  back  very  fair 
basket*.  Tho  tish  are  in  splendid  condition,  and  scale 
better  than  they  havo  done  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Pine  c.iiight  twelve  fish  weighing  !)lb., 
and  on  Monday  he  caught  fifteen  tish  weighing  111b. 
When  wo  get  a  littlo  sunshine,  there  is  sure  to  bo  good 
sport.— D.  M.  L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  have  been  running  high  and  muddy,  and  out  of 
order  for  fly  fishing.  Tho  weathor  was  fairly  good  up  to 
Saturday,  but  thore  was  a  change,  and  heavy  rain,  accom- 
panied by  hn.il  and  sleot,  fell,  and  the  waters  soon  began 
to  rise.  Rain  has  been  had  nearly  every  day,  and  there  is 
little  prospect  of  any  fly  fishing  being  done  for  some  days. 
A  few  rods  have  tried  bottom  fishing. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  stained  and  a  lot  too  high.  There  can  be  but 
little  chance  of  fishing  before  the  middle  of  coming  week, 
even  should  the  present  boisterous,  stormy,  and  unsettled 
weather  give  place  to  fair,  of  which,  at  the  time  of  writing, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  prospect,  glass  being  very  low. — 

II.  T.  WlLLl  VMS. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford).— lliver  rather  foul  through 
recent  rains.  Several  fair  dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken 
in  good  condition.  Mr.  J.  Williamson,  of  Solihul  (staying 
»t  the  Fox  and  Hounds),  took  ten  brace,  weighing 
41b.  12oz.  on  Monday,  and  on  Wednesday  five  brace, 
21b.  9oz.  Fish  appear  to  be  very  plentiful.  Edmon's 
Palmer  and  Blue  Upright  principal  taking  flies. — K.  P.N. 

Nene  (Peterborough).— As  anticipated  in  my  last 
report,  the  water  at  the  tail  end  of  the  week  went  down 
considerably,  and  cleared  very  nicely,  of  which  many 
took  tho  opportunity  to  turn  out  to  try  their  luck.  Mr. 
Beam  (Peterborough)  had  another  day  at  Caistor  on 
Friday,  and  was  rewarded  with  a  very  nice  pike,  which 
sealed  between  51b.  and  61b.  Messrs.  Barrett  and  Beaver 
(Peterborough)  had  a  day's  fishing  at  Blathewycke  with 
good  sport,  amongst  their  catches  being  half  a  dozen  fino 
pike.  Otters  are  not  very  common  in  this  district,  but  a 
large  one  was  shot  last  week  near  Thrapston  Bridge  by 
Mr.  W.  Davis.  It  proved  to  be  a  fine  female,  weighing 
Ui;lb.,  and  measured  3ft.  8in.  from  tip  of  nose  to  tail.  It 
had  evidently  been  fighting  with  something,  as  it  had  a 
great  many  scars  on  its  head  and  body. — E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— The  finishing  up 
of  the  grayling  and  coarse  fish  season  was  fortunate  in  the 
matter  of  weather,  and  streams  were  in  excellent  ply  for 
angling.  Several  rods  on  the  Birdsgrove  lengths  of  the 
Dove  took  grayling  up  to  fib.  Blue  Dun  and  its  palmer 
dressing,  silver  twist,  proved  best  killers.  There  was  a 
very  good  batch  of  Blues  on  the  shallows,  and  trout  were 
moving  to  them,  taking  the  flutterers,  but  apparently 
ignoring  those  which  sailed  down  quietly,  a  provoking 
state  of  things  sometimes.  Grayling,  the  fish  we  were 
after,  were  particularly  quiet.  A  rod  on  the  Henmore 
Brook  took  a  few  trout  spinning.  Several  nice  fish 
(grayling)  came  to  rods  on  the  Tean  Brook  before  the 
close,  and  the  Uttoxeter  water  (Dove)  yielded  baskets  of 
dace,  roach,  and  grayling,  chiefly  to  bottom  fishing.  A 
lOJlb.  pike  was  killed  on  private  water.  Mr.  Prior  got 
another  couple  of  pike  from  the  Haywood  Wide  and 
another  Stoke  club  member  took  several  on  the  same  day 
— F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— At  time  of  reporting 
(March  1/)  the  river  is  very  heavy  from  the  late  floods, 
and,  although  it  clears  rapidly,  fishing  prospects  for 
the  next  few  days  are  not  encouraging.  On  two  or  three 
days  last  week,  some  fair  takes  were  had  between  this  and 
lipton  St.  John. — Heron. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  Coarse  fishing  has  been 
exceptionally  good  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and  heavy 
bags  of  pike  and  perch  have  been  frequently  made  A 
local  angler  named  Ciaddock  has  taken  large  quantities  of 
perch  at  Cronkhill,  one  of  the  best  localities  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. Among  others,  Messrs.  Glazebrook,  H.  Shaw 
and  Higgms  haye  had  good  sport.  The  river  has  been 
frequently  discoloured  by  the  heavy  rainstorms  which 
have  prevailed,  but  trout  anglers  have  had  one  or  two 
favourable  days.  One  angler,  it  is  stated,  took  fourteen 
trout  m  the  Severn  above  Ironbridge  with  the  spinning 
minnow.  Captures  of  trout  are  also  recorded  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury. — Piscator 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester'  Canal.— The 
coarse  fish  season  has  closed,  and,  taken  as  a  whole,  has 
been  unsatisfactory.  Several  anglers  were  out  the  last 
few  days,  but  nyers  were  out  of  condition  and  takes  few. 
Winchester  Canal  has  seldom  been  out  of  order,  and  holds 
its  own  as  a  pike  water  Over  200  fish  have  been  taken, 
the  heaviest  recorded,  8Jlh,  and  now  the  water  holds  a 
number  of  pike  of  about  31b.  Perch,  for  which  it  was  a 
few  years  ago  so  famous,  are  less  numerous,  but  specimens 
of  41b  31b.  10oz.,  and  several  of  21b.,  have  been  caught 
during  the  season.  Roach  have  greatly  improved  since  the 
weed  clearance,  some  few  fish  reaching  lib.  Smelt 
fishing  in  the  harbour  may  soon  be  tried.-GEORGE  F 


Taw  (North  Devon).—  Rivers  gone  up  again,  the 
■mall  streams  are  not  come-at-able  through  the  ground 
being  so  soft.  I  have  taken,  myself,  two  dozen  trout  since 
my  lust,  and  others  have  catches  of  one  to  two  dozen.  A 
gont;  fishing  Saturday,  through  unhitching  his  fly  was 
precipitated  into  the  deep  pool,  and  the  timely  aid  of  his 
companion  provented  anything  more  serious  than  a  duck- 
ing. Flies  which  have  been  killers:  Pheasint  Tail,  Blue 
Upright,  and  Rusty  Red  Palmers.— Rusty  Game. 

Teme  i  Ludlow  i — Tho  Tome  in  this  part  is  now 
running  out  of  order  for  fly  fishing.  Up  to  Saturday,  the 
water  was  getting  in  fair  fishing  order,  but  heavy  falls  of 
rain,  followed  by  snow  sleet,  caused  the  rivers  to  begin  to 
rise  quickly  (2ft.  in  a  few  hours),  and  they  are  now 
high  and  muddy,  and  there  is  little  prospect  of 
fishing  until  the  water  goes  down.  A  few  anglers  have 
been  out  and  tried  the  running  worm  ;  and  trout  have  been 
feeding  well,  and  some  good  sized  fish  have  been  landed. 
At  Ludford  Bridgo,  Mr.  James  has  taken  several  fine 
trout  with  the  worm.  Under  Whitcliff'e,  sport  with  worm 
is  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  district  on  Saturday  the 
water  was  going  down  and  clearing  nicely,  and  anglers 
were  looking  forward  for  sport,  but  a  change  came,  and 
snow,  sleet,  and  rain  was  had,  and  the  river  began  to  rise 
very  quickly,  and  soon  upset  all  chances  of  fly  fishing 
until  it  goes  down  again.  Angling  has  been  slow,  but  a 
few  have  tried  the  worm. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  in  flood,  and  has 
been  flooded  for  the  last  week.  This  will  stock  the  river 
with  the  early  run  salmon.  A  local  fisherman  took  over 
ten  dozen  trout  last  week,  mostly  in  the  small  streams. 
— Practical  Angler. 

Upper  Windrush  (Gloucestershire).— The  Wind- 
rush  has  been  much  discoloured  from  the  recent  hill 
storms,  but  it  very  quickly  clears.  The  fishing  geneially 
begins  about  Lady-day,  but  April  1  is  the  generally  accepted 
season  for  the  upper  liver,  which  contain?  trout  only, 
excepting  a  few  grayling  by  Bourton  on  this  water.  All 
the  fishings  of  the  Upper  Windrush  are  in  private  hands, 
but  good  fishing  can  sometimes  be  obtained  by  boarding  at 
a  farmhouse  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  there  being  many 
of  these  in  the  district. — L. 

Upper  Yore. — A  few  good  baskets  were  taken  on  this 
part  of  the  Yore.  Mr.  Whitaker  and  friend  landed  twelve 
brace,  other  local  fishermen  having  baskets  up  to  51b.  The 
trout  were  in  very  good  condition.  Although  a  little 
snow  is  on  the  hills,  the  river  is  in  fairly  good  order.— 
Fawcett. 

Witham  (Horncastle,  Lines.),— While  fishing  in 
the  Witham  last  week,  Mr.  W.  Bryant,  of  the  High- 
street,  caught  nine  fine  fish,  the  largest  of  which  sealed 
91b.,  and  the  lot  together  weighed  444.1b.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincolnshire).— Sport  con- 
tinued good  right  up  to  the  end  of  the  season  on  the 
Witham  and  kindred  waters.  Takes  up  to  401b.  or  so. 
At  the  Stamp  End  Locks  heavy  bags  were  made  last  week, 
and  at  Bardney  and  Five  Mile  House  they  were  making 
good  bags  of  roach.  Pike  fishing  was  also  remunerative 
in  the  same  localities,  the  best  fish  about  121b.  One  of  the 
latter  weight  was  banked  by  an  angler  named  Millington 
Another  took  a  lot  at  Five  Mile  House,  the  best  pair 
scaling  17jlb.,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kirkstead  a 
local  angler  landed  nine  pike,  scaling  541b.— Ltrci. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.)-Owing 

to  successive  storms,  gales,  rain,  sleet,  and  snow,  sport 
has  been  retarded.    On  6th  inst.  Mr.  John  Mathieson 
Gruinards  on  Mr.  Coupland's  rod,  got  an  81b.  salmon  on 
Wall  Pool.     On  9th,   Mr.  Payne,  Barrister,  London, 
fashmg  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  two  salmon 
on  Brailangwell  water.    On  10th,  Mr.  John  MacKenzie 
Invercharron,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  got  a  14-pounder 
on  March  Pool,  and  one  of  121b.  on  Rock  Pool-  and 
another  angler  had  one  on  Bridge  Pool.    On  11th  Mr 
John  Mackenzie  had  an  8-pounder  on  Rock  Pool  '  On 
Monday  this  week  Mr.  John  Mathieson  got  an  81b.  salmon 
on  Gruinards  water;  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  two,  of  151b 
and  an  81b.  on  Invercharron  water.    On  Tuesday  Mr 
Payne,  London,  landed  a  beautiful  salmon  weighing  161b 
on  Brailangwell  water;   and  Mr.  J.  Mackenzie,   a  9- 
pounder  on  Invercharron  water. — B. 

Halladale.— The  Bighouse  keeper  landed  one  salmon 
on  Wednesday ,  9Jlb  on  No.  5  beat.  Several  good  sea 
trout  have  also  been  landed  from  21b.  to  41b.  River  rather 
low  lately. — E.  McL. 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  N.B.).-Loch 
lay,  Xenmore i  on  the  hotel  water  on  the  11th  Mr.  Stanton 
killed  salmon  181b. ,  on  the  13th  Mr.  Ridley  on  the  hotel 
water  killed  new  run  salmon  201b.  j  on  the  15th  Mr.  Knight 
killed  salmon  181b. ;  on  the  16th  on  the  hotel  water  Mr. 
Knight  killed  two  nice  salmon  231b.  and  221b.  Loch  in 
good  ply.— W.  Knight. 

Tay1i,?ilHn)-TTMarch  9-  Mr-  Norris  Midwood, 
one  salmon,  161b. ;  Mr.  Hodgson,  two,  161b.,  221b. ;  Mr 

fglb6'  l°lh'  Mb-r-^  rMr-  Nor™  Midwood,' two 
181b    1/lb  ;  Mr.  Gilbert  Lees,  two,  201b.,  191b.  11th 

iqfv,   £Tom^™-e-  one,  181b  ;  Mr.  Hodgson,  one,  211b.' 

k  £od&son>  one>  151b.  16th,  Col.  Purdie,  one, 
lylb. — H.  Maisey.  '  1 

Lyon  (Portingall).- Gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
Fortingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport :  10th,  Mr  Philip 
Geen  landed  t  wo  salmon,  171b.  and  2041b.  11th  Mr  G  W 
Skinner,  one  281b.  13th,  Mr.  Philip  Glen,  one  251b  ;  W  J 
Harris,  one .161b.    River  in  good  ply.— Macphai  l. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B  )  —Since  the 

sttf/  ^rCh  th,6  ,T eather  Las  a11  along  been  Savour 
Sport  has  been  as  follows  :  On  1st,  Mr.  Taylor  Skilnick 
Lodge,  one  salmon  on  beat  No.  2  ,  and  Mr.  Snn^h,  Cr  on 
!  '  2-  9*  2°d>  Capt.  Gordon,  Syre  Lodge,  one  salmon  on 
On  Ik  r£?  Mr:,Smith.  Skilpick  Lodge,  three  on  No.  4. 
On  3rd  Col.  Anthropes,  Syre  Lodge,  one  salmon  oa  No.  2. 


On  4th  Mr.  Taylor,  one  on  No. '5.  On  5th  Mr.  Smith 
one  on  No.  1 ;  and  Col.  Fryer,  Dalvina  Lodge*  one  on' 
No.  2.  On  6th  Capt.  Gordon,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6. 
On  8th  Mr.  Taylor,  two  salmon  on  No.  2  j  Mr.  Smith' 
two  on  No.  3  ;  end  Col.  Anthropes,  one  on  No.  6.  On  fth 
Mr.  Taylor,  one  on  No.  3 ;  and  Major  Burnell  Miln"s 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6.  On  10th  Mr.  Smith,  one 
salmon  on  No.  5.  On  11th,  Mr.  Taj  lor,  one  on  No.  5  ;  and 
Mr.  Smith,  one  on  No.  6.  On  12th  Col.  Anthi opes,  one  cn 
No.  4.  On  13th,  Capt.  Gordon,  one  on  No.  6;  and  Mr. 
Smith,  one  on  No.  2. — B. 

North  East  of  Scotland.— After  a  week  of  most 
boisterous  and  stormy  weather,  even  for  March,  with  a 
foot  of  snow  in  some  of  the  glens,  the  climatic  conditions 
have  again  moderated,  and  anglers  have  been  busy  at  work 
since  Tuesday.  The  rivers  were  in  spate  on  Monday,  but 
to-day  (Wednesday)  they  are  again  down  and  in  fairly 
good  condition.  On  the  Balmoral  reaches  the  Royal 
keepers  have  been  having  from  six  to  ten  fish  daily, 
mostly  from  61b.  to  101b.  On  the  Balkter  waters  sport  hag 
been  almost  suspended.  On  the  Glen  Tana  reaches  Mr. 
Talbot  had  one  of  "lb.  ;  Mr.  Jefferson,  a  small  fish  of 
51b. ;  Mr.  Corrie,  three  of  6|lb.,  91b.,  and  9Jlb  ,  and  Mr. 
Peters,  one  of  71b.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  Hotel  water, 
Lord  Charles  Conyngham  landed,  three,  of  44Jb.,  61b.,  and 
61b.;  Capt.  MacNeal,  one  of  71b. ;  Mr.  Crawshaw,  five  of 
(lib.,  (lib.,  61b.,  71b.,  and  18Jlb. ;  Mr.  Martyn  Kennard. 
two  of  61b.  and  71b. ;  Lieut.  Gerrard,  one  of  61b. ;  and 
Capt.  Staunton,  four  of  51b.,  olb.,  61b.,  and  lOJlb. 
On  the  Lower  Dess  water,  Mr.  W.  R.  Russell  creeled 
seven  for  the  week,  scaling  61b.  71b.  741b.,  81b.,  81b.,  91b., 
and  9Jlb.  On  Kincardine  water,  Major- General  Macintyre' 
Y.C.,  had  one  of  341b. ;  and  Col.  Ross,  three  of  641b.,  71b., 
and  841b.  On  Carlogie,  Mr.  G.  U.  Kelson  landed  one  of 
84Jb. ;  while  Charlie  Gill  had  one  of  71b.  on  Ballogie  ;  and 
John  Mortimer,  twelve  on  Wcodend,  scaling  from  71b.  to 
181b.  On  the  Upper  Blackhall  water,  Sir  John  Gladstone 
landed  seven  fish,  ranging  from  71b.  to  161b.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  and  Kinneskie  sections,  Messrs.  Simpson  and 
Akroyd  had  five  fish  one  day,  scaling  from  81b.  to  10lb. 
On  the  Blickhall  Castle  waters,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party 
have  had  a  fair  share  of  the  sport  agoing.  General  Hills 
has  had  a  fish  or  two  on  his  Crathes  beat,  together  with 
the  Invery  water.  On  the  Knappoch  water,  Mr. 
McKinnon  landed  a  fine  fish  of  101b.  A  considerable 
amount  of  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Durris  Drum  Park 
and  Culter  waters.  On  the  Dee  tidal  waters,  finnock 
fishers  have  had  considerable  baskets  considering  the  rough 
weather.  Mr.  Train  one  day  had  eighteen  finnock  ;  Mr. 
Scott,  four ;  and  Mr.  Much,  twelve,  to  the  small  Phantom. 
On  the  Don  tidal,  Mr.  Wilson  had  a  dozen  goodish  trout 
on  Saturday.  On  the  Ythan,  angling  has  been  suspended 
on  account  of  the  spate. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Since  last  reported  the 
following  sport  has  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Rooper,  Suther. 
land  Arms  Hotel :  On  3rd,  one  salmon,  141b.,  on  Fir  Dam. 
On  5th,  a  10-pounder,  on  Blackstone,  and  one  of  91b.,  on 
Clarag.  On  6th,  one  of  81b. ,  on  Blackstone.  On  9th,  two 
fine  salmon— an  18-pounder,  on  Fir  Dam,  and  one  of  251b., 
on  Cruives.  On  11th,  a  19-pounder,  on  MacPherson 
Pool;  and  on  12th,  one  of  81b  ,  on  Cruives.  On  Monday 
this  week  the  'weather  was  exceptionally  severe— low  tem- 
perature, strong  gales,  and  snow  down  to  the  water  edge. 
On  Wednesday  the  weather  cleared  up  and  appeared 
settled.— B. 

South  of  Scotland. — Rain  ha3  fallen  every  day  since 
my  notes  of  last  week,  and  the  Solway  River  his  bren 
more  or  less  in  flood  daily.  It  will  be  readily  understood 
that  with  the  unsettled  conditions  of  water  and  weather 
the  rods  have  had  a  pcor  time  of  it  on  all  the  district 
rivers.  To  venture  my  own  opinion  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  there  are  very  few  spring  salmon  in  the  rivers  of  the 
Solway.  Minnows  (both  Devon  and  Phantom)  and  flies 
lave  be:-n  searching  the  pools,  and  yet  few  fish  have  bean 
killed  this  spring.  The  Esk,  1  hear,  is.  doing  badly,  and 
it  cannot  be  said  that  there  is  much  sport  for  roc's  in  the 
other  rivers  of  the  Solway.  Much  rain  has  again  fallen 
to-day  (Wednesday)  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
another  flood  to-morrow  morning.  The  Annan. — This 
river  Las  been  nothing  but  a  disappointment  this 
week.  Stoimy  weather  and  floods  lave  prevented  many 
rods  from  going  out.  In  the  higher  waters  last  week 
the  keeper  at  Craigieland  (Mr.  G.  Kerss)  landed  two 
salmon,  of  181b.  and  13Jlb.,  with  fly.  Mr.  Hullet,  of 
Moffat,  had  his  third  fish  of  the  season,  viz.,  one  of  191b. 
Mr.  M.  Cowan  landed  one  of  141b.,  Mr.  Russell  one,  and 
Mr.  Turnbull  one.  In  the  middle  and  lower  stretches 
not  a  single  fish  has  been  killed  for  a  fortnight.  A  number 
of  kelts  have  been  landed  in  private  waters,  and  put  baok. 
NlTH. — Nothing  is  reported  from  this  river  beyond  the 
taking  of  a  few  yellow  trout,  which  are  not  yet  fit  to  be 
taken.  With  the  floods  during  the  week  a  good,  many  kelt 
salmon  have  been  taken  down  to  the  Solway.  Galloway 
—All  the  waters  have  been  disturbed  with  floods,  and 
no  sport  has  been  reported  from  the  waters  in  private 
hands.  Solway  Nets.— The  fishermen  have  had  an 
indifferent  week  of  it,  and  few  spring  fish  have  been 
taken  m  the  nets.  Salmon  for  the  second  week  in 
succession  are  quoted  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb.— Hkatherbell. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— Wet  and  stormy  weather  has 
continued  for  nearly  a  week,  and  these  rivers  have  been 
in  flood  since  Monday.  Two  or  three  talmon  were  killed 
the  latter  part  of  last  week.  Nothing  but  trout  angling 
however,  has  been  practicable  during  the  present  week, 
and,  so  far,  the  anglers  have  had  a  splendid  innings,  the 
baskets  being  many  and  heavy.  Trout  are  getting  into 
splendid  condition,  and  a  capital  size,  one  fine  trout 
W6ig  ill  *  b'  Several  bul1  tr°ut  have  been  killed,  24.1b. 
and  34.1b.  each.  On  Floors  Castle  uppor  water,  on  Thurs- 
day last  Mr.  Nioks  London,  killed  a  clean  salmon  of 
/41b.,  and  on  the  following  Saturday  a  fish  of  71b.  On 
the  Hendersyde  water  on  Saturday,  .Mr.  James  Kerss, 
Sprouston,  had  one  fish,   On  tho  Birgham  water,  Lord 
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Dunglas  (eldest  son  of  the  Earl  of  Home)  killed  no  fewer 
than  four  salmon.  On  the  Wark  water,  since  the 
beginniug  of  season,  Mr.  Russell  and  others  have  killed 
twenty-seven  salmon.  On  the  Teviot,  in  the  Kelso  district, 
Mr.  Adam  Elliot,  Caverton,  has  killed  one  kipper  grilse, 
and  eight  specimens  of  the  bull  trout  up  to  81b. 
On  the  Teviot,  on  the  17th  inst.,  Mr.  Adam  Denholm,  a 
trcut  of  31b. ;  Mr.  James  Hogg,  gardner,  three  baskets  of 
6lb.,  and  one  of  81b.  On  the  same  river,  Mr.  J.  Aitken, 
51b. ;  Mr.  James  Affleck,  clothier,  Huton,  (31b.  On  the 
Tweed,  during  the  past  week,  Mr.  John  Kowley,  baskets 
of  3£lb.,  4|lb.,  and  61b.  On  Wednesday,  last  week,  on 
the  Tweed,  three  rods,  Messrs.  J.  Mustard,  J.  Thompson, 
and  J.  Oliver,  had  281b.  in  one  creel.  On  the  15th,  Mr. 
Jas.  Mabon  had  61b. ;  Mr.  Mustard,  6§lb. ;  Mr.  C. 
Farquharson,  81b.  On  the  16th,  Mr.  J.  Rowley  had  31b.  ; 
Mr.  J.  Oliver,  141b.;  Mr.  J.  Robson,  101b.;  Mr.  J. 
Mustard,  121b. ;  Mr.  E.  G.  Bond,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Mabon, 
51b.  On  the  17th,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  J.  Cook,  121b. ;  J. 
Oliver,  191b.j  James  Robson,  161b. ;  James  Mabon,  61b. ; 
and  James  Hogg,  on  the  Teviot,  61b.  In  the  Kale,  in  the 
Morebattle  district,  Mr.  T.  Cairns  has  had  a  few  trout 
with  the  fly ;  while  on  the  Bowmont  several  good  baskets 
have  been  got  with  worm. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork). — River  in  good  order,  and  sport 
fair.  Upper  part  of  river  well  stocked  with  salmon. 
Major  Durham,  two,  101b.,  131b. ;  Mr.  Bishop,  one,  201b  ; 
Sinclair  Payne,  tvo,  101b.,  lO^lb,  R.  St.  J.  Beasley,  at 
Mauch,  has  also  had  good  sport.  A  magnificent  fish  of 
261b.  is  reported  having  been  killed  near  Ballineen.  Trout 
fishing  good  ;  rising  very  freely  to  flies. — W.  Haynes  and 
Son. 

Bann  and  Tributaries. — Since  March  commenced 
the  Bann  has  been  visited  by  a  succession  of  heavy  floods, 
wbi;h  prohibited  fly  fishing  to  any  extent.  The  river  this 
week  continues  high.  The  grub  and  worm  proved  deadly 
to  trout  at  the  opening. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — The  river  is  swollen  and  in 
bad  form  for  fishing.  Seals  are  reported  to  be  doing 
immense  damage  amongst  the  salmon  in  the  tidal  waters. 
-J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— River  still  very  unsettled. 
The  heavy  rains  keep  it  so  high  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  get  it  in  fishing  order  for  more  than  an  hour  or 
two.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Caragh  Lake. — Fishing  during  the  past  week  has  been 
fair,  but  owing  to  the  dull  sky  fish  are  not  ri-iog  to  the 
fly  briskly.  Mr.  O.  Toole  of  the  National  Bauk  took  a 
gooi  salmon  of  91b.  on  the  upper  Glencir  on  the  14th. 
Mr.  Murray  took  a  springer  of  101b.  on  the  lower  Caragh 
on  the  loth.  There  is  a  good  prospect  for  the  coming 
week,  as  the  days  are  getting  brighter. — G.  C. 

Coppal  Lake. — Bank  anglers  hid  good  sportduring  a 
couple  of  days.  The  best  basket  was  one  containing  three 
dozen  brown  trout  running  about  three  to  the  pound. 
Water  now  in  good  angling  order,  but  rather  high. — T.  J.  D . 

Corrib  (co.  Galway).  —  There  is  scarcely  any 
improvement  to  record  on  this  river,  and  the  very  bad 
opening  of  the  season  is  being  seriously  felt,  considering 
its  shortness.  Salmon  fishers  need  expect  no  sport  until 
another  week  passes.  Trout  fishers  do  pretty  well,  off 
and  on,  fishing  the  canal  and  tail  races. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummeravanig  Lake. — Brown  trout  fishing  con- 
tinues to  yield  good  sport  on  this  water.'  The  early 
mornings  and  late  evenings  have  been  the  best  times  for 
angling,  when  the  fish  took  small  dark  flies  readily. 
Water  high,  and  rather  foul  at  present. — T.  J.  D. 

Drenane  Lake. — Sport  has  been  good.  On  Monday, 
last  week,  J.  Quinlan  caught  forty  brown  trout,  heaviest 
21b.  Since  then  many  other  good  baskets  were  bad,  but 
as  the  lake  is  getting  too  high,  at  time  of  writing,  sport 
will  be  backward  until  the  water  gets  lower.  A  few  white 
trout  come  up  here  in  the  autumn,  but  they  are  rarely 
taken  on  this  water  by  anglers. — T.  J.  D. 

Inny  (co  Kerry). — Brown  trout  continue  to  give 

food  sport.  On  Saturday  Mr.  T.  M.  O'Shea  caught,  at 
'oildnnagh  Bridge,  a  brown  trout  of  3Jlb.  This  is  the 
largest  trout  caught  on  this  water  this  season,  so  far. — 
T.  .).  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Salmon  anglers  are  still  doing  well, 
although  tha  river  has  been  i  ather  unsettled  for  past  week. 
On  Oak  Grove  fishery,  W.  T.  Crawshay,  njlb.,  'Jib  , 
lOJlb. ;  Mrs.  Crawshay,  7)b. ;  Miss  F.    K.  StanmclJ, 
,  7Jlb.,  71b. ;  A.  Bowriug,  81b.    On  Ntttleville 
fithery,  Col.  Broderick,  81b  ,  8 Jib". ,  101b  ,  101"d  ,121b  .  On 
Cwnody,  B.  C.  R.   Lancer,  lOJlb.,  Mb. ;  ('apt.  Hunt, 
liOilb.    On  the  Powder  mbl  streini,  Mr.  Ned  Murphy, 
Kith  inst.,  91b.,  91b.,  10lb.,  lljlb.,  1311).,  and  during 
remainder  of  week  six,  average  'Jib.    J.  P.  Hawkes,  ou  the 
'Jth  inst.,  on  Ashton  fishery,  landed  six,  201b.,  l*lb., 
18)b.,  121b.,   111b.,    111b.;   11th,    10lb.,    lOJlb.,  and 
13th.  one  121b.;  on  same  fishery,  Dr.  Taylor,  111b.; 
•  S.  Haynes,  91b.    On  Maehonaglass,  Mr.  F.  Barry,  81b., 
'  81b.,  101b.,  lOJlb.,  131b.    Carrigrobane  Fishery,  F.  H. 
Bsbs,  71b.,  91b.,  941b.,  121b.    On  Castle  Lynch,  J.  O'Brien, 
8J11...  '.Mb.,  101b.,  101b.,  121b.;  J.  Sullivan,  111b.,  101b.; 
Dr.  Taylor,  15th  inst.,  91b.,  91b.,  DJlb. ,  101b.,  101b.  The 
following  also  had  fish  :  Frank  Lyons,  151b.,  'Jib.  ;  W.  II. 
Massy,  91b.,  111b.;  J.  Scannell,  101b.,  111b.     All  the 
trout  rivers  are  in  fine  order,  and  good  baskets  being  had, 
Mr.  Hawkes,  on  the  South  Bride,  getting,  with  others, 
two  beauties  weighing  6JIb. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 
Lough   Currane    (Waterville,    co.  Kerry).— 
ij  Sport  is  beginning  to  improve.    During  the  past  fortnight 
i  twenty  salmon  were  had  by  angfew,  nearly  all  the  tish 
tk  being  had  trolling.    Fly  fishing  is  beginning  to  be  more 
•practised,  but  it  will  be  some  time  yet  before  it  becomes_ 
general.  -The  lake  continues  to  nse,  in  consequence  ot 
"heavy  rains. — T.  J.  D. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— The  river  is  now 
.  coming  into  fair  order,  and  a  good  sprinkle  of  salmon  in  the 


pools.  They  are  getting  a  good  number  of  salmon  at  the 
weirs,  largest  271b.  The  river  will  want  to  fall  4in.  before 
good  sport  can  be  expected.  Mr.  T.  Morrison  (uf  the 
Guards)  landed  a  fish  ;  Mr.  Charles  Robert  Tritton  landed 
two  kelts,  and  lost  a  good  fish.  The  lough  has  risen  a  few 
inches  since  my  last  report ;  it  is  over  the  meadows  now. 
— Pat  Hearken. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Weather  still  very  wild 
and  wet.  Reports  from  the  tidal  waters  mention  the 
arrival  of  large  shoals  of  salmon,  so  that  anglers  in  this 
district  may  reasonably  expect  to  be  pretty  busy  very  soon. 
On  Newgarden,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed  one  salmon, 
2241b,  on  16th.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed, 
11th,  one  salmon,  27£lb. ;  12th,  one  salmon,  151b. — John 
Enright  and  Son. 

Shannon  (Limerick).— The  river  is  very  high  and 
out  of  form  for  angling.  Not  much  was  done  in  the  past 
ten  days.  A  couple  of  salmon  were  killed  on  Hermitage 
water  by  Mr.  Jones.  To-day  (Wednesday)  the  rain  fell 
almost  continuously. — J.  A.B. 

South  Kerry  Rivers. — Sport  has  been  very  good  on 
all  the  pi-incipal  waters  since  last  report.  The  salmon  had 
aveiaged  about  101b.,  and  were  all  in  fine  condition. 
Poaching  has  not  taken  place  for  some  time,  the  late  smart 
fines  inflicted  at  several  Petty  Sessions  having  apparently 
had  a  very  deterrent  effect  upon  the  fraternity.  Weather 
once  more  cold  and  wild,  with  frequent  hail  showers. — 
T.  J.  D. 

Tyrone  Rivers. — The  Ballinderry  and  Blackwater 
are  both  up  in  flood,  and  unfishable  with  the  fly.  Bait 
fishers  have  done  well  since  the  season  opened  on  both 
these  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar). — The  weather 
still  continues  wild  and  wet,  making  it  extremely  difficult 
to  venture  out,  and  anglers,  on  the  whole,  are  having  a 
bad  time.  The  lakes  and  rivers  have  risen  far  above  the 
normal  height,  the  latter  especially,  having  overflowed 
their  banks,  rendering  sport  impracticable  in  many 
localities.  Lough  Owel  is  generally  among  the  front  rank 
in  affording  some  fishing,  and  on  Tuesday,  9th  inst.,  Jim 
Berne  had  one  trout  of  7Jlb. ;  on  the  11th,  one,  of  51b.  ; 
on  the  14th,  one,  of  151b.  ;  and  on  the  15th,  two  fish, 
weighing  81b.,  trolling  with  natural  bait.  There  is  an 
abundant  supply  of  salmon  in  the  northern  reaches  of  the 
Shannon  and  its  tributaries,  but  the  water  is  too  thick 
for  angling— T.  J.  W. 


Jingling  ^ixixttts 

March  21.   

Alma  :  Competition. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

A.B.S. :  Competition  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Collingwood  :  Match  on  the  Lea. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Competition. 

Dalston :  Prize  outing. 

Good  Intent :  Competition. 

Islington  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  in  Lea. 

Lea  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

North  London  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Sociable  Brothers  :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 
March  22. 

Central  Association  :  Annual  concert. 

Kingston  :  Annual  dinner. 
March  23. 

Gresham  :  Outing  to  Kelvedon. 

Mitre  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Sociable  Brothers  :  Visit. 
March  24. 

Izaak  Walton :  Match  in  the  Lea. 
March  25. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Committee  meeting. 


March  28.— Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret's. 

,,  28.— Wenlock  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

,,  28.— Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  St.  Mar- 
garet's. 

,,  29.—  Camden  :  Visit. 

,,  29.— Victoria  Brothers  :  T.A.P.S.  conceit. 

,,  30.— Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 

(|  30.— Victoria  Brothers :  T  A.l'.S.  concert. 
April    5.— Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner. 

n  6. — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 

,,  8.— Ncrth-East  Brothers  i  Supper. 

,,  12.— St.  Alban's  :  Visit. 

,,  28.— Walham  Green  :  Supper. 


E^oxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Report*  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  etube  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fish  i  no 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,' 
marked  ''Club  Retort  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Sooiety.— Sir  lasl  reporl  I 

beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £10  from 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  £1  2s.  6d.,  Maldon  und  Hey- 
bridge,  from  their  donation  boxc3.  The  next  commitee 
meeting  will  tako  place  on  Friday,  March  26,  at  8.30.— H. 

Ostomist  •  „         _  . 

Anglers*  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  Distrh  t). 
—The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Sociable 
Brothers,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge 
fieath  on  March  23.    This  being  the  first  vint  at  the  new 


clubhouse  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  attendance.— G. 
Manning. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.— On  March  14  the  follow- 
ing were  successful  in  our  match  at  St.  Margaret's  :  C. 
Bunyon,  winner  of  the  cup,  first ;  W.  Yowell,  second  ;  J. 
Jagot,  Een.,  third;  J.Carter,  fourth;  H.  Bunyon,  fifth; 
C.  Osborne,  sixth  ;  A.  Skilleter,  seventh  ;  two  prizes,  not 
taken,  will  be  fished  for  in  conjunction  with  the  A.B.S. 
competition,  at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  21. — H. 
Haines. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate. — 
In  our  match  for  three  prizes  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  was 
first,  Mr.  H.  Slack  second,  Mr.  Marchant  third.  Mr.  G. 
Blades  also  weighed-in.  Mr.  A.  Clarke  weighed-in  from 
A. A.  Fishery  at  Langley,  two  jack  (largest  41b.  looz.). 
Our  society  sent  a  wreath,  as  a  token  of  respect  to  their 
late  member  who  was  laid  to  rest  at  Paddington  Cemetery 
on  March  16,  G.  Saunders,  who  was  only  twenty-four, 
was  greatly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  We  offer  our 
condolence  to  all  who  are  left  to  mourn  his  loss. 
Members  are  requested  to  be  present  on  March  24 
(quarterly  night),  special  busiuess. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports" 
mouth-place,  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields.  —  On  March  14  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Mr.  Cutbush,  chub,  roach,  dace, 
and  perch,  111b.  7oz.  ;  Mr.  Drew,  roach  and  perch, 
91b.  2Joz.  :  Mr.  Dyer,  perch  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Guittard, 
perch.  On  March  21  we  fish  for  four  prizes,  same  condi- 
tions as  A.B.  competition  at  St.  Margaret's.  A  meeting 
will  take  place  on  March  23  to  elect  officers,  &c. — J. 
Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — We  had  very  fine 
shows  on  the  14th  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  Watling, 
roach,  dace,  and  perch  ;  Merry,  roach  and  perch  j 
Hutchyson,  roach  ;  Irvin,  dace  ;  Lambarti,  roach  and 
perch  ;  Hulme,  roach  and  dace  ;  Reeks,  roach  and  dace  ; 
King,  roach  ;  Mellen,  roach  ;  Hender,  roach,  &c.  It  is 
with  deep  regret  I  have  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  our 
oldest  members,  Mr.  Embleton,  sen.,  after  a  short  illness. 
He  was  a  good  roach  fisherman  and  a  staunch  friend,  and 
respected  by  a  large  circle  of  friends,  he  having  been  a 
member  nearly  thirty  years. — G.  Merry. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Sooiety,  Queen's 
Hotel,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— We  had  a  very 
fine  show  of  fish  on  March  14,  comprising  barbel,  perch, 
carp,  bream,  jack,  and  roach.  Mr.  Cox  won  the  cup. 
On  Tuesday,  March  23,  there  is  important  business  to 
discuss. — Dodd. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  March  14 
Messrs.  J.  Roach  weighed-iu  roach,  61b.  lOoz. ;  J.  Taylor, 
perch,  41b.  14oz.  ;  T.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  41b.  3oz.  j  C. 
Davis,  roach  and  perch,  31b.  8Joz. ;  A.  W.  Pain  and  F.  J. 
Pain,  roach.  On  March  17  Mr.  J.  Pailes  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bomore  Angling  Society,  Lord  Clyde,  Cornwall- 
road,  Notting  Hill.  —  On  March  14  Messrs.  Butler  had 
41b.  6oz.  roach  and  dace  ;  Weeks,  31b.  14oz.  roach  j  Smith, 
jun.,  31b.  6oz.  roach  ;  Farebrother,  21b.  6oz.  roach  and 
dace;  Austin,  21b.  loz.  roach  and  dace,  from  Uxbridge. 
Messrs.  Preston,  a  good  show  of  roach  ;  Gill,  roach  and 
perch  ;  Iliff,  roach  ;  Young,  roach  and  dace,  from  Thames. 
We  made  a  new  member,  and  Mr.  F.  Neale  was  proposed. 
Same  officers  re-elected  for  the  quarter.  The  balance- 
sheet  Bhows  a  good  sum  in  hand.  Our  tenth  annual 
smoking  concert  proved  a  great  success.  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Mr.  F.  Neale  ;  pianist,  Mr.  F.  Roberts.  A  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — H.  Dag  worth  v. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'Oyley  Arms,  Marl- 
borough-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  March  14  those  who 
competed  at  Marlow  had  fish.  The  winners  were  :  Messrs. 
Ashby,  first  ;  Barber,  second  ;  and  Sander,  third.  Messrs. 
Cecil  and  Moore  badavery  nice  show  of  roach. — H.  11. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Sooiety,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— On  March  14, 
our  members  were  out,  and  only  Messrs.  Parmenter, 
Pap  worth,  and  B.  Lees  had  good  takes  of  roach  and 
perch.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday, 
March  30  (last  night  of  our  financial  year),  when  books  must 
be  cleared.— B.  Bissell. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-strcet,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  March  14,  Messrs.  Ferguson,  Lee,  Uevely, 
and  Anderson,  had  fish,  Mr.  Ferguson  winning  one  of  the 
lapsed  prizes.  Theiv  is  still  one  more  prize  to  be  lished 
for  on  Sunday,  March  21.  Our  host,  Mr.  Williams,  has 
kindly  given  a  meerschaum  pipe  in  ease,  to  be  fished  for 
at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  21,  by  members  who  have 
taken  competition  tickets.  Mr.  A.  Argent  has  also  given 
a  prize  on  the  same  conditions,  making  three  prizes  to  be 
competed  for.  Members  wanting  any  tickets  can  have 
them  on  the  morning  at  St.  Margaret's,  from  the 
secretary.  Wo  have  made  two  moro  new  members, 
Messrs.  Klliott  and  Brown. — E.  HOBBABD. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town.  N.W.— On  March  14  the  following 
weighed-in:  Messrs.  Marshall,  reach  and  porch  ;  Honour, 
roach  and  porch  ;  Fiankum,  much  and  dace;  Critcher, 
bream  and  roach  ;  (ialloway,  roach.  Ou  the  29th  wo  take 
a  return  visit  on  the  Central  List.  1  am  phased  to  say 
that  the  Victoria  Brothew  have  postponed  their  concert  in 
aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  till  the  the  30th,  on  account  of  our 
visit.— F.  Uonoi  k.  — 

Clapham  Junction  Augliug  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
On  March  14  the  following  members  weighed-in  fish,  viz.  : 
Messrs.  J.  Willgross,  pike  and  roach,  61b.  13toz.  (one  pike, 
41b.  8ioz.);  A.  Painter,  pike,  31b.  *Joz.  \  11.  Blackmail. 
21b.  9,-joz.;  J.  Thome,  roach,  31b.  15}uz.  (largest  fish, 
lfijoc.)  ;  A.  Turner,  roach,  2lb.  4$oz. ;  A.  Bowuter,  dnce, 
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lib.  lOJoz.;  J.  H.  Mergoman,  one  barbel. — G.  T. 
Jamkhon. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling1  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  I'ark-road,  K.W.— Tlio  last  outing  of  the 
mason  was  in  every  way  a  success,  and  a  fine  lot  of  fish 
were  brought  in.  Mr.  Violet  and  Mr.  Gloster  tied  for 
lii-Ht  prize,  the  former  weighing  in  a  porch  of  21b.  lOoz. 
(being  set  up),  the  latter  having  a  fine  show  of  roach. 
Mossrs.  Down,  Monk,  and  Orowther  also  weighed-in 
good  fish.  Members  please  attend  noxt  Tuesday  to 
arr/ingo  supper,  concert,  &c. — S.  Vrior.ET. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting" 
Iiist. — Do  not  forget  tlio  visit  to  the  Mitre  on  Tuesday 
evening  next  at  the  l\litre  Tavern,  Kiugsgate-street, 
High  llolborn.  This  will  lie  their  first  visit,  and  being 
good  visitors  they  deservo  the  support  of  their  brother 
aiiglorH. — F.  Cahthll. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  March  14  we  had 
a  blank.  On  March  21  our  members  fish  in  competition 
at  St.  Margarot's  in  aid  of  A.B.S.  Will  members 
kindly  show  up,  otherwise  the  special  rules  will  be  put 
into  force. — E.  J.  M. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. — Our  monthly  outing 
resulted  as  follows:  Mr.  J.  Downes,  first;  Mr.  Turner, 
second.  We  havo  a  consolation  prize  outing  on  March  21, 
on  the  Lea;  any  part ;  public  water. — W.  Asii. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C. — Since 
last  report  some  good  fish  have  been  shown  by  Messrs. 
Norris,  Long,  Anderson,  Wright,  Glover,  and  Launing. 
Mr.  C.  Glover  takes  firsthand  Mr.  C.  Lanning  second 
prize,  at  Amberley.  All  prizes  not  won  during  the  season 
will  bo  fished  for  in  connection  with  the  A.B.  competition 
on  the  21st.,  tickets  for  which  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse. 
Mr.  A.  Pratt  gives  a  box  of  cigars  iu  the  event  of  five 
members  weighing  in  at  the  club.  We  have  arranged  our 
return  visit  on  the  No.  2  List  to  take  place  on  April  0. — 
Q.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Browulow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  March  14  members  found 
sport  very  slow.  Mr.  Maddams  saved  a  blank  with 
specimen  dace.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on 
Tuesday  next  to  elect  an  auditor. — S.  Malby. 

Dulwich  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  East  Dul-  I 
wich  Hotel,  Goose  Green,  S.E. — Our  champion  finished 
well,  with  351b.  and  281b.  of  pike,  chub,  perch,  roach,  and 
barbel,  last  Thursday  and  Saturday.  The  two  largest 
jack  weighed  111b.  15oz.  and  101b.  loz.  ;  barbel,  31b.  15oz. 
On  the  26th  absentees  will  be  liable  to  a  tine.  Important 
business  to  settle.  Mr.  Dunlop  and  Mr.  Redman  will  fish 
their  match  on  March  28th,  in  the  Lea,  and  the  venue  will 
be  fixed  on  Friday  next.  Shall  be  glad  if  members  will 
clear  the   books   at  their  earliest  convenience. — Ed. 

MOLIERE. 


Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Notting- 
hill.— At  our  match  on  March  1  1  only  three  of  the  prizes 
were  taken:  Messrs.  Wilson,  first;  Bayliss,  second;  and 

I  Barnfather,  third.  We  hold  a  specia}  meeting  on 
March  23  to  arrange  our  return  visit.  Will  club3  please 
notice  change  of  secretary. — Geoeok  King.  • 

Eustonian  Angling  Society,  King's  Head,  Swin- 
ton-streot,  King's-cross.— On  March  14  we  had  a  good 

I  show  of  fish,  Messrs.  Wade  (rudd)  winning  Mr.  Bateman's 
prize;  0.  Abbott,  roach;  W.  Taveny,  bream,  dace;  E. 

I  Castell,  roach,  dace. — C.  A. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,    Walworth,    S.E.  —  The  following 

■  weighed-in  on  March  14:  Messrs.  Hatch,  jack  and  roach ; 
C.  ltosser,  roach,  dace,  and  gudgeon  ;  T.  Rosser,  roach. 
Members  note  we  have  important  business  to  decide  next 
Wednesday  at  8.30.    All  members  should  attend. — Alk. 

GUNN. 

French  Horn  Angling  Society,  the  French  Horn, 
Lambath  Walk,  S.E.— Eleven  members  fished  for  prizes 
on  March  14,  at  Sunbury.  Result :  Messrs.  G.  Bex,  first ; 
W.  Milton,  second;  E.  Dixon,  third;  J.  Mann  and  J. 
Gallington  a  tie  for  fourth.  Messrs.  H.  Lever  and  W. 
Budd  also  weighed-in. — A.  Holbrow. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Twenty-six  of  our  members 
fished  for  twelve  prizes,  at  St.  Margaret's,  ou  March  14. 
Only  eight  were  taken.  The  remaining  four  will  be  fished 
off  in  the  competition  on  March  21.  Our  worthy  host  has 
given  10s.  6d.  for  the  best  specimen  roach  taken  by  our 
members  on  the  occasion.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  record 
number  for  the  competition. — R.  Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E.  — On  March  9  we  held  our  annual 
smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  when  12s.  6d. 
was  collected.  The  room  was  very  tastefully  decorated 
with  flags,  &c,  and  Mr.  Chris.  Green  had  charge  of  the 
musical  arrangements.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  H. 
Rich  and  Mr.  J.  Hamilton,  (our  president).  Some  good 
songs  and  musical  sketches  were  admirably  rendered  by 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Rich,  W.  Sterry,  T.  Green,  Bantin,  H.  R. 
Jarvis,  Skinner,  and  others,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Sidney 
Davis.  The  Morris  combination  of  mandolin  and  banjo 
players,  gave  four  excellent  performances.  A  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  Messrs.  Chris.  Green,  J.  H.  Rich,  and  J. 
Hamilton,  brought  three  pleasant  hours'  to  a  close. 
— W.  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C.  —  There  was  a 
good  attendance  at  the  wegkly  meeting  on  Tuesday.  It 
was  agreed  to  purchaee  200  perch  and  400  carp  for 
stocking  the  waters  at  Kelvedon,  and  some  of  the  members 
will  go  down  to  put  the  fish  in  their  new  home  next 
Tuesday,  on  which  day  there  will  also  be'  a  roach  outing 
at  Kelvedon.  The  annual  dinnar  will  tike  place  on  the 
3fltb,  when  Mr.  Frank  Abraham  will  take  the  chair,  and  a 


good  muster  is  expected.  Fishing  reports  :  Mr.  R.  Smere 
and  his  son,  twenty-four  roach,  some  over  lib. ;  Messrs. 
E.  J.  Chambers,  fourteen  roach  weighing  151b.  ;  Allen, 
nine  ro  :ch,  10lb.,  and  two  pike.  Mr.  Mauce,  at  Newhaven, 
fifty-six  whiting,  five  plaice  and  three  dabs  Dr.  l.u  lell 
read  an  excellent  paper  entitled  "  Seed  Time  and  Harvest," 
giving  a  description  of  the  seasoiu  and  pi  ices  at  which  sea-> 
fish  breed,  times  of  arrivingat  maturity,  quantity  of  spiwn 
foundin  certain  kinds,  proportion  of  m>le3  to  females,  and: 
many  other  most  interesting  particulars. — J.  Taylkk. 

Hawes  and  High  Abbotside  Angling  Associa- 
tion.— The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Crown  Hotel., 
Hawes,  on  March  10.  Dr.  Grime  was  in  the  chair.  The. 
treasurer's  statement  showed  a  balancs  in  hand  of 
£45  lis.  lOd.  From  the  annual  report,  we  gather  that 
all  the  farmers  having  lmds  bordering  upon  the  waters  of 
the  Association  were  entertained  at  a  dinner  during  the 
jear.  It  was  decided  that  visitors  should  be  charged  2s. 
per  day,  5s.  per  week,  and  10s.  for  the  season,  to  be 
obtained  at  the  Crown  Hotel.  The  report  further  states 
that  2000  yearling  trout  have  been  purchased  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fish  Hatchery,  and  deposited  in  the  tributary 
streams.  The  waters  of  the  Association  are  opened  for 
trout  on  the  16th. — John  Routh. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — Messrs.  A.  Bagshaw  had 
a  fine  show  of  roach  and  jack ;  H.  Dacosta,  roach 
and  perch  ;  and  Bates  showed  a  carp,  ciught  while 
roach  fishing  with  hair  line,  weighing  31b.  5foz,  Our 
annual  supper  takes  place  on  May  10  ;  hoping  all  members 
will  clear  up  arrears  to  be  eligible  for  supper. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  Angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Messrs.  Rutherford  and 
Shaw  weighed-ia  a  fine  sample  of  fish  on  the  13th  inst. ; 
Mr.  G.  H.  Rutherford,  131b.  12oz.  of  lOich,  dace,  aud 
chub,  including  a  chub  of  31b.  8oz  ,  taken  on  a  roach  -  pole, 
and  a  dace  of  lO^oz. — the  deciding  point  in  the  competition 
for  the  challenge  cup  for  most  specimen  fish,  two  of  a 
class  above  the  club  standard  counting  ;  and  Mr.  T.  A. 
Shaw,  fifteen  roach,  scaling  151b.,  making  a  total  of 
thirty-two  roach  ;  321b.  7oz.  in  the  last  two  outings.  In 
ths  roving  Thames  competition,  held  on  the  last  day  of  the 
season,  Mr.  F.  Wynne  was  first  with  roach,  101b.  2oz.  ; 
Mr.  G.  West  taking  second  prize  for  the  bestspecimen  fish 
with  a  perch  of  lib.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  Salmond  third,  with 
roach  and  dace.  On  Wednesday  last  the  club  prizes  were 
awarded  for  the  two  best  specimen  fish  taken  during  the 
past  season,  Messrs.  Webb  and  Shaw  dead-heating  with  a 
perch  of  31b.  and  a  pike  of  241b.  loz.  respectively.  A  sub- 
committee of  five  were  elected  to  revise  the  society's  rules. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E. — Our  smoking 
concert  on  Tuesday  was  well  patronised,  and  we  had  good  > 
talent.  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  took  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd.  The  artistes  were  :  Miss  Bella 
Williams;  Messrs.  W.  Musgrave,  jun.,  E.  Lawrence,  W. 
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Bishop.  B.  Prestoe,  F.  Shepherd,  Cudmore,  S.  Cole,  W. 
Sparrow,  G.  H.  Shepherd,  and  the  Morrison  troupe  of 
six  instrumentalists.  ■  Mr.  E.  Lawrence  (Hearts  of  Oak) 
will  be  chairman  for  our  next  concert.  On  March  14  F. 
Newton  had  roach  and  daoe,  61b.;  E.  Hams,  jack;  S. 
Gillett,  roach.  Mr.  G.  H.  Wood  and  F.  Newton  have 
given  a'  prize  each  for  the  competition  on  March  21.— R. 
Or  u rne  y 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— The  following  weighed-in  on 
March  14  :  Messrs.  Croker,  roach  and  dace ;  Bidwash, 
roach  and  dace  ;  Herbert,  dace  and  gudgeon;  and  Wilks, 
dace.  The  match  on  March  21  for  the  remaining  prizes, 
will  be  fished  at  Ware  ;  boundary  ,  Ware  Bridge  to  Ware 
Park.  All  to  go  on  the  morning,  by  any  train.  —  J.  H. 
Herbert.  ,.     _    .  ,  ■ 

Isaak  "Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John  s 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— The  members 
will  compete  for  three  special  prizes  on  March  21,  on  any 
part  of  the  Lea  (towing  path  only).  There  are  also  three 
ere :ial  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  March  24,  on  the  Lea, 
between  Eye  House  Bridge  and  the  railway  bridge  above 
St.  Margaret's  Lock  (towing  path  only).  On  March  14 
Mr.  K.  Hill  weighed-in  roach  and  chub ;  Mr.  H.  Butt 
roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  A.  Furlong,  roach  and  perch.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E.— The  follow 
ing  weighed-in  0n  March  14  :  Messrs.  C.  Butcher,  barbel 
first  ;  W.  Sibthorp,  chub  and  dace,  second  ;  F.  Daws, 
perch  and  roach,  third.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend 
on  Wednesday  next,  w%en  some  important  business  will  be 
transacted.— G.  Edwards. 

Kinross-shire  Pishing  Club.— This  club,  instituted 
in  1858,  held  their  annual  general  meeting  at  Kinross  on 
Monday,  Sir  Chas.  E.  Adams  presiding.  There  was  a  fair 
attendance,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
President,  Mr.  Haig,  of  Blaithill;  vice-president,  Mr. 
P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth;  secretary  and  treasurer.  Major 
Stecdman  ;  abng  with  three  members  of  council,  in  room 
of  those  retired.  The  usual  four  competitions,  restricted 
to  fly,  were  afterwards  fixed  to  take  place  on  Loch  Leven 
during  the  course.of  the  season. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.— The  competition  on  March  14 
resulted  as  follows  :  A.  B.  Mason,  roach,  91b.  8oz.,  from 
Henley,  first;  G.  Bailey,  roach,  41b.  14oz.,  from  Henley, 
second;  A.  Prole,  dace,  41b.  !)Joz.,  from  Twickenham, 
third  ;  C.  Bailey,  roach  and  bream;  and  C.  J.  Carter, 

roach  and  perch,  heaviest  perch,  lib.  l£oz. — A.  B.  M. 

Lea  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cricketers'  Hotel, 
Clarence-road,  Clapton.— Several  fine  catches  of  roach 
have  been  taken  from  the  Lea  at  Lea  Bridge  by  several  ot 

our  members  lately.    On  March  21  a  roving  match  will 

t  ike  place   at  Ware,  three  prizes   to  be  fished  for. 

Members  not  at  meeting   are  requested  to  attend. — 

W.  H.  King. 


Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, King's  Cross,  N. —March  14  was  the 
finish  of  our  season,  the  result  being  a  fine  show  of  fish 
—gross  weight  "31b.  8oz. — consisting  of  roach,  rudd,  and 
dace,  some  good  specimens  among  them,  by  the  following  : 
Messrs.  Briley,  Haytread,  Johnson,  Richards,  White, 
Clark,  R.  Watling,  W.  Watling,  C.  Stevens,  and  J.  Cook. 
Oar  balance  sheet  was  passed  as  correct,  the  clib  being  in 
a  g&od  financial  state.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.— 
We  opened  the  trout  fishing  in  the  Gley-y-Cae  Reservoir 
on  the  15th,  when  there  were  eight  rods  on  the  water, 
and  some  twenty-five  fish  were  got,  and  seven  or  eight 
returned  as  under  the  limit,  which  is  8  inches.  The 
weather  was  most  unfavourable,  being  very  wet  and 
cold.  There  was  no  fly  up,  and  only  a  few  rising  fish 
were  noticed.  The  trout  taken  appeared  to  be  in  fail- 
condition,  but  did  not  seem  to  fight  much.  A  few 
members  tried  the  Knowsley  water  on  the  11th,  but  the 
sport  was  almost  n  il.  A  cold  east  wind  was  blowing,  and 
rain  came  on,  and  altogether  it  was  a  bad  fishing  day, 
though  it  was  a  pleasant  walk  out,  and  the  larks  and 
thrushes  were  in  full  song  on  all  sides. — R.  Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row.— A  party  of 
members  of  the  above  association  intend  giving  the  Alyn 
a  try  for  the  speckled  beauties  on  March  21,  weather 
permitting.  Members  wishing  to  join  them  can  do  so  by 
meetiug  on  the  landing  stage  at  8  a.m.  A  committee 
meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association  will  be  held 
to-day  at  the  Drawbridge  Hotel,  Bristol,  and,  all  being 
well,  I  shall  be  present,  and  report  the  proceedings  at  the 
meeting  on  Monday.— James  Reynolds. 

Lychnobite  AngUng  Society,  Ben  Johnson,  Shoe- 
lane,  EC— Owing  to  the  floods  and  storms  in  the  earlier 
part'  of  the  year,  the  members  who  visited  Broxbourne, 
Enfield,  and  several  other  places  did  not  bring  off  their 
New  Year  competi  ion  till  Feb.  27,  at  Staines,  where  some 
nice  roach  were  caught  by  Messrs.  T.  Ormrod,  C.  Town- 
send  J.  Grist,  and  others.  Mr.  J.  Grist  visited  Tottenham 
on  Feb.  12  and  15.  On  the  12th  he  caught  four  roach, 
weighing  31b.  lOJoz.  (largest  lib.)  ;  and  on  the  15th,  a 
roach  weighing  lib.  5Joz.  Mr.  Grist  caught  some  roach  at 
Great  Chesterford  on  the  6th  inst.  On  March  13  members 
fished  for  two  prizes,  value  £1  and  10s.,  at  Tottenham. 
The  first  was  won  by  Mr.  Grist  with  a  roach  lib.  £oz. ;  the 
second  not  taken.  The  Lychnobites  will  give  a  grand 
smoking  concert,  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street, 
E.C.,  on  Saturday,  April  10,  at  7.15  p.m.,  maid  of  printers 
charities.  A  splendid  programme  is  being  arranged, 
which  will  include  many  concert  favourites,  and  the 
Imperial  Bijou  Orchestra— the  whole  under  the  able  and 
efficient  management  of  Mr.  Albeit  Walter.  Any  anglers 
of  the  printing  fraternity  who  would  like  to  be  present, 
and  others,  may  have  tickets  (Is.  each)  at  headquarters, 


as  above.  Mr.  E.  Clarke  is  the  secretary  of  the  concert 
committee.  Our  quarterly  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Saturday,  March  27,  at  7  p.m.  sharp— J.  E.  Griffiths 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.-On  luesday  Mr. 
Strachan's  election  was  confirmed.  Messrs  Hendon  and 
Biddlecombe  had  jack  and  perch  at  Dobb  s  Weir;  tue 
latter  returning  two  nice  jack  as  not  being  up  to  our 
standard.  Messrs.  Stockdale,  Swanu,  and  others,  were 
out  during  the  week,  and  had  jack,  bream,  and  perch  — 
H.  Stockdale.  ,.  .  0 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —The  following 
weighed-in  cn  March  14  :  Mr.  G.  Smith,  taking  the  eighth 
piize.  Also  weighed-in  Messrs.  C.  Lanib  iun  ,  L.  Lamb, 
fun  Drawbridge,  Prosser,  Moore,  and  Collins.  Our  annual 
supper  will  take  place  on  April  8.  Special  meeting  on 
March  24.— A.  Lowis.  . 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Arms  Hercules-road,  Lambeth.— The  last  day  s  outing 
proved  fairly  successful,  several  members  having  fash. 
The  prizes  were  won  as  follows-.  Messrs.  W.  Kilhck, 
bream  and  roach,  first;  G.  Earl,  perch,  second  ;  Morris, 
bream  (hon.  members'  prize).  Mr.  G  Hill  weighed-in 
bream  and  roach,  including  a  roach  of  lib.  144oz. ;  Mr. 
R.  Cheese,  bream.  Members  wishing  to  attend  annual 
dinner  kindly  send  in  their  names.— E.  T.  Roe. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  lap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  March  14  the  following  members 
waighed-in:  Mr.  Clayton,  roach;  Mr.  Hayes,  roach 
(heaviest  lib.  8m.)  |  Mr.  T  Harris,  perch.  Several 
members  will  compete  in  the  A.B.S.  competition  at  fat. 
Margaret's.— H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal-green.— We  had  a  fair  show 
of  fish  on  the  14th  :  Messrs.  Preston,  141b.  11*08.,  roach  ; 
Orrow  71b.  HJoz.,  roach;  Down,  one  jack,  1/lb.  12oz., 
from  Dagenham  Lake:  Thorn,  one  jack,  51b.  Gjjoz.,  also 
from  Dagenham ;  Merrick,  Gib.,  roach,  from  the  Lea 
(largest  fish,  lib.  Goz.)  ;  Wicks,  roach  ;  Poore,  dace,  14^oz., 
from  the  Lea  ;  Slade,  dace  ;  Barrs,  perch.— L.  Brocket!-. 

Penge  Angling  Society,  Lord  Palmerston,  Maple- 
road  Penge.— On  Tuesday  last  the  following  resolution 
was  passed:  "That  the  members  of  the  Penge  Angling 
Society  are  unanimously  in  favour  of  the  Anglers  and 
Central  Associations  being  merged  rati  one.  — J.Lainc. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road  N.W.— On  March  14  Messrs.  Clarke,  Carter  and 
!  Francis  had  a  nice  show  of  jack,  chub,  roach,  and  dace. 
Two  prizes  are  left,  and  members  eligible  are  requested  to 
pleas?  go  for  them.    It  will  have  to  be  on  the  Lea.— K.  U 
Oueen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a  Chapel- 
Btreet,    Edgware-road.  -  On  March  14    the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Shepherd,  roach  and  perch  ;  X  uUer, 
tench  and  roach;  Briggs,  roach  and  daea ;  Winsby,  sen., 
|  roach  and  dace  ;  and  Brett,  roach  and  perch.    I  hope 
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full  ford*  on  tlio  28th  for  ou 


members  will  mustot 
outing. — Qko.  Kkkm:. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Uatoman-streot,  Soho. — On  March  11  wj  fished 
lor  prizes  not  taken  on  tlir  7th  inst,  'i'he  following 
weighed  in  i  Messrs.  Holder,  first ;  (iibbons,  second;  and 
Roach,  third.  Also  uoighod-iii  :  Messrs.  Webber,  Long- 
land,  and  Trotter.  A  committee  meeting  ii  oillol  for 
Wmlm-mlay  next,  to  docide  about  annual  grojH  weight 
prizes. — S.  CiimioNH. 

Royal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ooborn  Arms, 
Coboru-road,  Bow. — On  March  If  the  following  weighed- 
iu  :  Mi'Bjrs.  F.  Barclay,  171b.  7o/,.  roach  and  pt  roh  ;  Alf. 
Barclay,  roach  and  perch  (largest  roach,  lib.  4oz.)  ;  Tim 
O'Shanhoim,  roaoh  ;  C.  Merigold,  roach  ;  Tissaiw,  perch. 
Mr.  T.  Parker  showed  some  nice  roach  and  perch.  I  hope 
members  will  attend  in  force  next  Tuesday  to  arrange  for 
tho  supper  night. — F.  PlffNATBLLI, 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George.  New- 
street,  Kennitigton  I'ark-road.— On  March  14  Mr.  E. 
Bealo  had  some  nica  perch  (heaviest,  lib.  6oii.) ;  Messrs. 
Allan,  Morrell,  and  Turner,  also  had  roach,  dace,  &c.  : 
Mr.  .1.  Fordrce,  at  Amberley.  landed  a  nice  bream  of 
.'tjlb. ;  Mr.  F.  Dale,  had  251b.  jack,  but  did  not  weigh-in. 
Our  visit  on  the  Anglers'  Association,  will  take  place  on 
Monday,  April  12;  general  mee'iug,  Wednesday  24th 
inst. — H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John's-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — We  had  a  good  show  of 
roach  and  dice  on  the  14th  by  Messrs.  Aflett,  Johnson, 
andBapley.  The  four  prize  winners  for  th 9  month  are  : 
Messrs.  Atleet,  Warren,  Worth,  and  Thorling.  On  the 
17th  Messrs.  W.  Musgravo  and  A.  Buck  were  elected 
working  members. — F.  Thorlini;. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart,  High-street, 
Stoke  Newington.— We  had  a  good  attendance  on  Wednes- 
day last,  when  some  important  business  was  transacted, 
ft  was  also  decided  to  transfer  the  society  from  the 
Anglers'  Aseociation  to  the  Central  Association  ;  10s.  6d. 
was  voted  to  be  sent  to  the  Clissold  Angling  Society, 
together  with  Is.  from  "  a  sympathiser  "  (lis.  (id.  in  all) 
for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of  one  of  their  members,  who 
tosi  Ins  life  in  tho  Lea. — A.  Tilbury. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  March  14,  at  Witham, 
the  prizes  were  won  as  follows  :  First,  Mr.  Clark  ;  second' 
Mr.   Williams  ;    third,   Mr.  Duckwoith  ;    fourth,  Mr! 
Smales;  honorary  member's  prize,  Mr.  Saalfield;   Mr.  i 
Massey,  lolb.  lOoz.  of  roaoh,  five  over  lib.  each.    A  good  | 
muster  is  requested  next  Tuesday,  1 1  arrange  preliminaries  I 
for  annual  dinner. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath.— The  next 
return  visit  of  No.  1  Eastern  District  will  take  place  at 
the  above  society  on  Tuesday,  March  23.  On  March  14 
W.  Wells  had  a  show  of  roach.  We  fish  for  remaining 
prizes  left  over  from  last  outing  at  St.  Margaret's  on 
March  21  ;  same  conditions  as  Lea  competition.  —  T 
Jones. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney.— Oil  March  14  Mr.  Ehren  saved  us  from  a 
blank  with  roach.  Our  visit  on  the  15th  was  a  great 
success  ;  fourteen  clubs  answered  to  the  roll.  We  he"  to 
thank  brother  anglers  and  friends  for  their  support.  The 
benevolent  box  was  opened,  and  contained  £2  4s  — W 
Woodford. 

United  Brothers' Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Brcadway,  Deptford.— We  fished  for  three  prizes  on 
March  14  with  the  following  result  :  Messrs.  E.  Skeates, 
first  ;  J.  Steer,  second;  and  C.   Wilderspin,  third-  J  i 
Oakley    roach  and  pike  ;    G.   Marsh,  pike  (best  fish 
81b. Jioz.)     J.  Payne,  roach;  H.  Fennel],  roach;  H. 
Fordham,  roach  ;  and  C.  Freak,  roach.    Some  members 
returned  with  blanks.    Will  members  please  attend  the  1 
clubhouse  on  the  first  Saturday  in  April,  as  some  very 
important  business   will   be   brought  forward  ?  —  H 
I  vler.  • 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Lmbankment— On  March  14  t'ae  following  had  fish  •  Mr 
Morring,  roach  jerch,  and  dace;  Mr.  Clegg,  roach  and 
perch;  Mr  A.  Pain,  roach  and  dace.  Our  usual  weekly 
meeting  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the 
chair.    Members  are  requested  to  attend  next  Tuesday 


evening;  important  business.    Some  of  our  members  fish 
in  the  A.IS.K.  match.— H.  C. 
Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — On  Wednesday 
last  several  important  matters  were  discussed.  Mr.  R. 
Fancourt  was  elected  as  a  working  member,  and  Mr. 
Cotsworth  proposed.  Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place, 
at  tho  above  house,  on  April  28.  I  would  thank  all 
members  able  to  attend  next  .week,  as  we  have  some 
important  business  to  discuss. — F.  E.  Haydon. 

Walthaxnstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— There  was  a 
large  turn  out  of  our  members  on  the  14th,  being  the  last 
occasion  for  jack  and  perch,  especially  as  the  competition 
is  somewhat  lem  over  the  special  prizes  for  this  class  of 
fish,  but  the  elements  were  unpropitious.  Mr.  Odart  was 
the  only  one  to  capture  a  jack  ;  Mr.  Davis,  roach  ■  Mr. 
Tisley,  dace  and  roach  ;  Callcutt,  perch  ;  Blaunont,  roach 
and  dace  ;  Knight,  perch,  and  Coates,  roach. — H.  Wigg. 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— 
We  had  a  succassful  competition  on  March  14 :  Mr.  Wray 
first,  Mr.  J.  H.  Risdon  second,  Mr.  J.  Brunker  third. 
Nothing  but  perch  were  taken,  including  a  fine  specimen 
by  Mr.  Wray,  which  is  being  set  up.— W.  Wray. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford,  E.— On  March  14  the 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  W.  Burling,  31b.  6ioz.  of 
roach  ;  John  Newton,  31b.  4|oz.  of  roach  ;  W.  Swadling 
21b.  7£oz.  of  roach  j  Petworth,  lib.  6£oz.  of  roach  ;  Pearce' 
lib.  2Joz.  of  roach ;  F.  Homer,  lib.  Joz.  of  roach  ;  Hunt! 
also  roach.  Wednesday  next,  March  24,  will  be  quarterly 
night.— R.  Lowther. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun, 
Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E.— Our  last  competition 
of  the  89ason  took  place  on  the  14th  inst.,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  Messrs.  E.  Kink,  first,  with  31b.  5oz.,  roach; 
J.  Hattersley,  second,  with  31b.  l§oz.,  roach;  E  W 
Hattersley,  third,  with  21b.  13Joz.,  roach;  G  F  Mont! 
gomery,  21b.  5|oz. ;  F.  Hockerday,  21b.  2ioz. ;  and 
H.  Adam,  lib.  13oz.— G.  F.  Montgomery. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle 
Hammersmith. —  Our  financial  year  having  closed  at 
March  quarter,  I  must  ask  our  members  to  attend  the 
meetings  regularly  and  to  clear  the  books  of  any  arrears 
as  we  are  anxious  to  settle  all  business  matters  for  the  past 
J  season.    Our  president  weighed-in  a  bream,  41b.,  from  the 
1  are,  on  the  11th  nit. ;  and  Mr.  Ramsay,  a  jack,  4Mb. 
from  Staines,  on  March  14.    At  our  meeting  on  the 
11th  ult.  our  president  discussed  the  matter  in  reference 
to  the  removal  of  the  swans  from  the  River  Thames 
during  the  fence  months,  and  our  secretary  was  requested 
to  communicate  with  Major-General  Goldsworthy  M  P 
local  member  of  Parliament,  to  ask  for  his  support  to  this 
good  cause  for  the  benefit  of  London  anglers.— J.  J 
Hunter.  6  • 

Why    Not    Angling    Association  (Wolver- 

nampton).— The  third  anniversary  dinner  of  the  above 
society  took  pi  ice  on  Monday  at  the  Why  Not  Inn, 
Wolverhampton  The  Mayor  (Alderman  Craddock) 
presided  over  a  large  company,  which  included  Councillors 
F  H.  Parkyn  and  E.  C.  Pratt.  Messrs.  W.  Stevens 
(chairman  of  the  Association),  S.  Butcher  (vice-chairman), 
W  knottley  (treasurer),  and  J.  W.  Vann  (hon.  secretary). 
Letters  of  apology  for  non-attendance  were  received  from 
Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  M.P.,  F.  Coles  (president  of  the 
Provincial  Anglmg  Association,  Birmingham),  G.  Craddock, 
A.  Lamsdale  J.  Clayton,  and  Major  Wilkins.  The 
dinner  was  well  served  by  host  Knottley,  after  which  a 
tew  toasts  interspersed  with  music,  were  given.  The 
has,.been  »«  existence  about  three  years,  and  the 
membership  numbers  eighty.  The  account-sheet  showed 
a  balance  of  over  £10.   An  illuminated  address  and  photo 

»  W  fio  m"  pres?nt?d  ,to  Mai°r  Wilkins,  but  being 
absent  the  Mayor  undertook  to  forward  the  presentation 
to  him  with  a  letter  of  explanation.    Songs  were  rendered 

tL^It  Jp^UnkHvE-  Bettcley.  J  Simmons  S 
Thomas,  Hy.  Rollason,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cattell  (duet)  son* 

i^1^,  '  ™.;  ably  accompanied  by  tLfollowin! 
band:  G.  Cattell  (piano  ,  J.  Irvin  (violin),  J  Jackson 
(banjo),  and  J  Walsh  (cornet).  A  mo  t  enjoyab  e  evening 
closed  with  Auld  Lang  Syne.  The  association  ha ?u"t 
rented  some  very  good  water  at  Acton. — J  W  Vann 


Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.— Mr.  S.  Peekett 

weighed-in  some  fine  dace  on  March  14  from  the  Thames  • 
and  Mr.  Bishop,  unattached  at  present,  had  two  dozen 
dace.  An  outing  has  been  arranged  for  the  28th  inst.,  at 
St.  Margaret's.  The  first  annual  dinner  will  take  place 
at  heanquarters,  the  Alexandra  Hotel,  on  Monday,  April  5 
when  the  prizes  won  during  the  season  will  be  distributed' 
— H.  Bright. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  delegates  met  at  Foresters'  Hall  on  the  15th  inst., 
whenthechairwasoccupiedbyMr.W.  H.  Beckett.  After  the 
preliminary  business, the  chairman  announced  that  arrange- 
ments had  b3en  made  by  which  Enfield  Lock  Fishery 
would  be  continued  by  the  association  at  a  reduced  rental. 
Mr.  Murphy  reported  that  he  had  recently  attended  two 
meetings  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  that  the  society  had 
appointed  two  lion,  secretaries  to  act  jointly  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  who  had  tendered  his  resignation. 
Our  secretary  was  instructed  to  write  to  the  authorities  to 
urge  the  removal  of  swans  from  the  Thames  and  the  re- 
duction of  their  number,  on  acsount  of  the  great  injury 
they  do  to  fish,  and  consequently  fishermen.  It  was 
arranged  to  assist  Lloyd's  Weekly  Newspaper  in  raising 
one  million  pennies  on  behalf  of  the  Prince  of  Wales's 
Hospital  Fund.  With  this  object  in  view,  circulars  will 
shortly  be  sent  to  every  club  enrolled  on  our  books. 
Cheques  were  ordered  to  be  drawn  for  £70  6s.  8d.  to  meet 
the  coming  quarter's  obligations. 

An  important  discussion  arose  with  regard  to  reports  of 
the  association's  doiDgs  and  meetings  in  a  certain  weekly 
newspaper,  which,  it  was  stated,  were  frequently  mislead- 
ing ;  and  the  association  decided  that  no  further  reports 
of  its  proceedings  should  in  future  be  sent  to  the  said 
newspaper. 

Messrs.  Stockdale,  Gibbons,  and  Bringy  were  duly 
appointed  auditors.  The  visiting  officers  reported  as 
follows:  Mr.  Harris  held  a  reception  at  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  Angling  Society,  fifteen  clubs  were  represented 
and  £10  was  received  from  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Collecting  box  ;  a  very  interesting  and  enjoyable  evening 
was  spent.  Mr.  Harris's  report  of  said  meeting  was 
received  with  cheers.  Mr.  Armstrong  had  visited  the 
Peckham  Brothers  and  collected  10s. ;  he  had  a  good 
meeting,  eleven  clubs  sent  representatives.  Mr.  Ashmore, 
at  the  Enterprise  Angling  Society,  collected  £1  Is.; 
fourteen  clubs  were  represented.  Aud|at  the  Enterprise 
Rovers  fourteen  clubs  had  representatives,  and  he  received 
Is.  from  the  A.B.S.  collecting  box.  At  tho  Good 
Fellowship  Club  nine  clubs  were  represented.  And  12s.  was 
collected  for  the  A.B.  Society.  The  Maldon  and  Hay- 
bridge  Angling  Society  gave  a  .concert  and  collected 
£1  2s.  6d.  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  The  secretary  was 
instructed  to  endeavour  to  obtain  parmission  for  anglers 
to  fish  for  eels  in  the  Lea  during  the  fence  months ;  thirty- 
six  clubs  were  represented.  The  usual  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  chairman  brought  the  meeting  to  a  close  at  a  late  hour. 

Hon.  Reportkh. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  is  specially  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eh,  and  HugheS;  of  76,  Chaucery-line,  London, 
who  will  answer  all  inquiries  free  of  charge  to  our  readers  : 
C.  Drakard  and  F.  Drakard,  of  London,  for  improvements 

applicable  to  "  otter  "  or  like  boards  of  trawl  nets. 
C.  C.  Frank,  of  London,  for  improvements  in  and  con- 
nected with  landing-nets  and  gaffs. 


A  most  Wonderful  Building  up  of  the  constitution  takes 
place  after  Holloway's  famous  medicines  have  been  used  for  a 
reasonable  time.  They  are  pre-eminent  above  all  other  remedies 
more  particularly  for  the  cure  of  liver  complaints  and  disorders 
ot  the  stomach;  carpenters,  bricklayers,  Ac,  would  find  tho 
Ointment  invaluable  for  curing  wounds,  cuts,  sores,  and  bruises. 
Hen  in  all  conditions  of  life  find  it  of  incalculable  benefit  as  it 
£tU6D  ?ites  internally.  and  thus  striken  at  the  root  of  the  ailment 
1  he  Pills  act  like  magic  in  curing  low  spirits,  and  they  repel  all 
attacks  on  the  nerves  through  excitement,  excessive  heat,  biaiu 
worry  consequent  on  business  troubles.  Ac.  They  purify  the 
blood,  and  give  a  new  lease  of  strength  to  the  constitution. 


FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

GRAND  SHOW  of  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  &c,  at  the  R0TAL  AQUARIUM. 


now 

The  Perfect  NOTTINGHAM  RODS  in  all  styles. 

SPECIAL  PmcE  ^°Jle.C*i0n  °f  REELS  worthv  of  Inspection. 

SPECIAL   PRICE   LIST   FOR   THIS   EXHIBITION   SENT   POST   FREE  TO   ANY  ADDRESS 

SLATER,  acme  mm  ma  NEWARK-ON-TBENT. 

0ur  ttew  ™° list  is -  aoT°  jse™^?-*  mi  IACK1E .  Irial. 
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THE  MALBT  TESTIMONIAL. 

At  the  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow-road,  Dalston,_  a 
epresentative  gathering  took  place  on  Tuesday  evening 
ast  the  occasion  being  the  presentation  of  a  testimonial 
o  Mr.  S.  Malby,  the  indefatigable  secretary  of  the 
)alatoii  Angling  Society.  The  presentation  was  preceded 
rea  concert,  at  which  the  following  gentlemen  assisted  : 
ylessrs.  Edwards,  Parram,  Thompson,  Moffatt,  Hayward, 
Tones,  Eagle,  Midson,  Smith,  Pridmore,  Poeock,  and 
ithers.  Mr.  G.  Manning  occupied  the  chair,  and  in 
r.aking  the  presentation,  which  consisted  of  a  cheque  for 
£18  9s.  6d.,  referred  in  eulogistic  terms  to  the  services 
•endered  by  Mr.  Malby  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society,  and  to  his  energetic  efforts  in  the  furtherance  of 
•he  aims  of  that  society.  Mr.  Malby  having  suitably 
replied,  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman,  vice-chairman, 
md  testimonial  committee  terminated  the  proceedings. 

The  following  is  alistof  subsciibers  :  Daleton,  £3  12s.  ; 
Hoxton  Brothers,  £2  7s.  6d. ;  Izaak  Walton,  £1  6s.  6d. ; 
Mr.  Slade,£l  Is.  fid. ;  Albion  Brothers,  17s.  ;  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  15s.  6d. ;  Original  Alexandra,  12s.  ;  South  Lon- 
lon  10a.  6d. ;  Serapis,  103. ;  Clissold,  lis.  ;  Cambridge 
Heath,  12s.  6d. :  Cooper  and  Son,  10s.  6d.  :  W.  Peck, 
10a.  6d. ;  Mr.  Beckett,  5s.  ;  Sociable  Brothers,  5s. ;  Good 
Intent,  5a. ;  Grange,  5s.  ;  Great  Eastern,  5s. ;  Foley,  5s. ; 
St.  John'a,  5s. ;  Mr.  Wade,  5s. ;  Brunswick  Brothers, 
is-  Crown  and  Buckland,  5s.  ;  Canning  Town,  5s.  ;  Mr. 
Medcalf,  5s. ;  United  Old  Friends,  4s. ;  Anglers'  Pride, 
la  •  Hearts  of  Oak,  3s.  fid.  ;  W.  Pilbrow,  2s.  fid. ; 
Amicable  Waltonian3,  5s. ;  North  London,  2s.  fid. ;  Mr. 
Tibbatts,  2s.  6d. ;  Blaokfriars,  2s.  fid. ;  Globe,  2s.  6d.  ; 
Waggoners,  2s.  6d. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Thames  (Henley).— On  the  11th,  a  patron  with  Arlett, 
four  pike  (be3t  51b.);  and  on  the  12th,  three  pike  (best 
741b.) ;  a  patron  with  James,  a  good  bag  of  roach,  and  one 
jack.  On  the  13th,  a  local  angler  had  a  nice  take  of  roach. 
On  the  14th.  Mr.  Messenger,  three  pike  (best  71b.) ;  and  a 
patron  with  Arlett,  some  good  roach.  Among  the  bank 
anglers,  the  best  bag  was  one  of  about  121b.  The  weather 
was  very  bad  on  the  closing  day,  which  accounts  for  so 
little  sport.— J.  W.  Read. 

Ballynahinch  Fishery— Waters  on  above  are  now 
in  first-class  order.    On  Saturday,  Mr.  Austioe  killed  one 
salmon  121b.,  and  lost  another.    On  Monday  he  killed  one 
101b.  with  sea  lice  on  it.    There  also  was  one  killed  on  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  river,  but  have  not  got  its  weight. 
Above  looks  well  for  the  coming  spring  fishing  this  season. 
—Walter  Blackadder. 
Deveron  (Banffshire). — Unfavourable  weather  pre- 
i  vailed  during  the  past  week.    Rain  and  snow  has  fallen 
j  almost  daily,  which  has  greatly  added  to  the  heavy  volume 
of  water  in  the  river,  now  running  in  full  spate.    On  the 
I  coast,  the  south-easterly  gales  brought  in  high  teas, 
which  deterred  salmon  from  entering  the  river.  The 
number  of  salmon  killed  by  the  net  fishermen  on  the  river 
showed  a  falling  off,  and  on  the  coast  the  yield  from  the 
different  stations  was  almost  nil,  which  is,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  heavy  surge  disarrang- 
ing the  bag  nets.    Salmon  are  slightly  improving  in 
quality  and  size,  and  the  limited  number  caught  brought 
splendid  prices.    The  total  for  the  week  was  five  boxes, 
three  less -than  that  of  the  corresponding  week  last  season. 
Rod  fishing  is  out  of  the  question  in  the  meantime.— H.  W. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— A 
few  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  Western  Cleddau 
below  the  first  weir.  We  have  had  some  very  heavy  rains 
dnring  the  past  fortnight,  which  will  doubtless  bring  the 
rivers  into  splendid  order  for  trout  fishing. — H. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech).— There  has  been  no  improvement  in  the  weather 
during  the  past  week,  which  has  been  very  cold,  and  with 
>i  all  the  Welsh  hills  covered  with  snow,  and  the  rivers 
I  swollen  and  out  of.  condition  for  the  fly,  very  little  sport 
has  been  had,  and  that  chiefly  amongst  the  coarser  kinds 
I  of  fish,. and  very  few  trout  have  been  captured  up  to  the 
I  present.   In  the  Tanat,  the  death  warrant  of  the  grayling 
has  been  signed,  as  some  of  the  riparian  owners  on  that 
river,  in  issuing  their  season  "  psrmits,"  have  these 
words  inserted  in  them.    "  Grayling  may  be  taken  all  the 

•  season."  This  will  be  good  news  for  the  trout  fisherman, 
'as  it  will  give  the  trout  fry  a  better  chance  in  the  struggle 
for  existence.  No  more  salmon  have  been  taken  in  any 
of  these  rivers,  although  the  state  of  the  water  has  been 
very  favourable  for  their  passage  up  the  streams  to  this 
neighbourhood. — Vyrxwy. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Berg  (Killaloe).— Another 
week  of  mo3t  disreputable  weather.    Beastly  raio,  off  and 
on,  for  four  or  five  days  and  nights.    On  yesterday 
(Tuesday)  a  fierce  hailstorm- of  at  least  twenty  minutes' 
fa  duration  ;  to-day  it  is  blowing  a  full  gale,  with  heavy  down- 
"  pour  at  frequent  intervals  ;  floods  rising  by  the  foot,  and, 
as  a  consequer.ee,  not  the  ghost  of  a  rod  is  to  bo  seen  on 
the  river.    I  firmly  believe  that  salmon  fishing  will  bo  out 
of  the  question  until  April,  when  there  ought  to  be  a 
grand  supply  of  heavy  springers  to  the  fore.    Wild  as  the 
.  weather  has  been,  quite  a  large  number  of  tine  pike  have 
been  taken  on  Lough  Derg  .this  week,  some  of  them 
scaling  231b.,  171b.,  121b.,  and  all  weights  downwards  to 

•  71b.,  61b.,  and  51b. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— A  few  takes  have  been 
I  made  with  the  Devon,  but  there  is  too  much  water  for 
l  anything  else  at  present.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

CLUBS. 

Anchor  Fishing  Society,  Blue  Anchor  Hotel; 
-Thames-street,  Kingston.— Mr.  Mc.L.  Collins  has  resigned 
the  secretaryship  of  this  society,  on  account  of  pressure  of 
bueiness.   The  last  competition  of  the  season  was  fished 


on  March  14,  when  fourteen  members  took  part,  but  only 
two  prizes  were  taken,  Mr.  J.  Charter  taking  first  prize 
with  a  small  roach  of  9Joz.  The  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  will  take  place  at  headquarters  on  April  7. — 
R.  House. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern.  Bermondsey-street. — On  the  11th  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd  weighed-in  131b.  of  roach  ;  and  on  the  14th,  Mr. 
J.  Smith,  lljlb.  of  roach.  Although  several  other 
members  were  out  no  others  weighed-in. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms. 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Since  last  report  Mr.  Merrygold 
wei?hed-in  a  fine  lot  of  roach,  &c  ,  291b.  Several  other 
members  also  had  fish.  I  should  be  obliged  if  members  in 
arrears  will  settle  up  at  once. — J.  Foster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  Feb.  14, 
Messrs.  Jeuniugs  had  roach  (heaviest,  lib.  5Joz.) ;  J. 
Hoare.'  roach ;  Billings,  chub  and  roach  (heaviest  roach, 
lib.  ofoz  )  ;  Ward,  roach ;  Jones,  roach  ;  Hart,  chub  ; 
Halsell,  roach ;  total,  7S\\h.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  J.  Hoare, 
roach  (heaviest,  lib.  4|oz.)  Mr.  Jones  won  Mr.  Soar's 
prize.  There  aie  several  prizes  open  for  competition 
until  the  end  of  March. — J.  H. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— On 
March  14,  G.  Percival  weighed-in  231b.  roach,  dace,  and 
chub ;  J.  Reddel,  131b.  lOJc z.  roich  (best  rcaoh  lib.  6^oz.)  ; 
A.  Smith,  81b.,  roach,  dace,  and  jack;  T.  Twyman,  51b. 
raoch;  A.  Tucker,  4lb.  rcaoh ;  J.  Brown,  one  jack, 
41b.  ljoz. ;  and  A.  Howland,  lib.  ljoz.  roach.  Special 
business  next  Tuesday.— Twyman. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone. — On  the 
14th  inst.  the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  H.  Dutton, 
roach,  dice,  and  chub  ;  A.  Hill,  roach  ;  W.  Hutchings, 
roach  ;  H.  S.  Norris  had  a  dace  13|in  long.— H.  S. 
Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate.— Since  last  repoit  the 
following  have  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Head,  roach,  trout,  and 
dace ;  Coolbear,  roach  ;  Creek  and  Catt,  perch ;  and 
Oliver,  dace  and  roach.  Our  delegate's  report  of  Anglers' 
Association  was  duly  accepted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks 
accorded  him. — Scribe. 

Fnnny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road.— The  following  weighed-in  on  March  14  : 
Messrs.  F.  Vanhegan,  roach  and  dace,  51b.  2oz. ;  S.  Hill, 
roach,  31b.  15|oz. ;  H.  Haines,  roach,  101b.  9foz. — H. 

Maidon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maidon.— -We  had  a  successful  concert  on 
Saturday.  Chairman  :  Mr.  A.  Appleton.  Some  excellent 
songs  were  sung.  The  Benevolent  Box  realised  £1  2s.  fid. 
A  very  pleasant  and  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to  a 
close  with  kind  thanks  to  the  rhairman.  We  shall  be 
pleased  to  receive  applications  for  tickets  for  the  Langford 
waters.— F.  Keen.  _       '    _.  , 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy  Square,  W.— We  had  fish 
on  the  last  day  by  the  following  :  Messrs.  S.  King,  Bowry, 
W.  North,  Ben  Smith,  G.  Campbell,  Knllie,  Blyth, 
Petrie,  Roberts,  and  Barton. — W.  Aldis.  _ 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
—A  return  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Sharp 
Waltonianson  the  16th,  the  room  being  well  filled  from 
twelve  visitiDg  societies.  Mr.  G.  H.  Field,  president, 
called  the  roll.— Alf.  Conn. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  N.W.— On  March  14  Bristowe 
had  roaoh  ;  Cook,  roach,  41b.  8oz.  ;  Austin,  roach  and 
perch,  51b.  ;  Toothill,  rudd,  lib.  lloz.  Special  meeting 
on  March  31  to  go  through  rule  book.  In  order  not  to 
clash  with  central  visit  to  the  Camden,  we  have  decided  to 
hold  our  T.A.P.  S.  on  Tuesday,  March  30.— T.  Austin. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers'  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.— On  the  14th  the 
following  weighed-in  roach,  dace,  jack,  and  rudd  :  Messrs. 
Sullivan"  Mercer,  and  Renn.  Members  note  that  next 
outing  takes  place  at  Rye  House  on  28th  inst.— W. 
Harden. 


Mr.  R.  Bradford  presided  over  the  usual  weekly 
meeting  of  the  Piscatorhl  Society  on  Monday  evening  last, 
when  a  new  member  was  proposed.  A  vote  of  condolence 
was  passed  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehn.dorf  (who  was  to  have  read 
a  papor)  on  his  domestic  bereavement.  On  Monday  evenin? 
next,  March  22,  Mr.  F.  Wilkinson  was  to  have  read  a  paper 
before  the  members  and  friends  of  the  society,  but,  owing 
to  i'lness,  will  be  unable  to  <?o  so.  On  the  following 
Mondiy,  March  29,  the  paper  01  "  The  Coarse  Fisherman's 
Impedimenta,"  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  will  not  be  read 
owing  to  his  long  and  serious  illness.  All  three  papers, 
however,  will  be  down  on  tbe  programme  for  next  sesrion. 
The  351b.  pike  taken  in  Lough  Conn  by  Mr.  Roberts  has 
been  set  up,  and  is  on  view  at  the  society's  rooms  for  a 
few  days. 

I  hear  from  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  (of  Nottingham)  that 
he  has  received  from  E.  T.  Hooley,  Esq.,  one  of  the  vice- 
presidents  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  A.S.,  a  telegram 
in  the  following  terms  :  Just  heard  about  your  remark- 
able chub  ;  will  you  kindly  send  me  a  photo,  so  that  I  may 
show  my  friends  and  oblige,  E.  T.  H."  I  also  hear  that 
the  same  munificent  vice-president  has  given  two  members 
of  the  .<ame  society  permission  to  fish  for  salmon  on  both 
river  and  loch  on  his  estate  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 
By  the  way,  mammoth  chub  are  not  by  any  means  the 
only  trophies  of  Mr.  Wallis's  skill,  nor  news  of  it  the 
only  items  of  angling  interest  in  his  communications,  as 
may  be  judged  by  the  following  extract  from  his  note  : 


The  most  valuable  fur  is  that  of  the  sea  otter.  One 
thoueand  dollars  has  been  paid  for  a  single  skin  of  this 
animal,  not  more  than  two  yards  long  by  three  quarters  ot 
a  yard  wide. 

A  fox-terrier  that  may  be  used  as  a  landing  net 
deserves  to  be  enrolled  on  the  already  long  list  of  dogs 
that  can  do  marvels.  Both  the  terrier  and  her  puppies 
have  always  evinced  the  keenest  interest  in  fishing.  I  he 
moment  the  master  take3  a  rod  in  his  hands  the  excitement 
begins.  When  the  fish  is  hooked  the  dog  springs  into  the 
water,  and,  taking  it  in  his  mouth,  gently  drops  it  at  his 
master's  feet.  Not  the  slightett  mark  or  injury  is  to  be 
seen  on  the  fish.  This  is  not  a  fish  story,  for  the  name, 
history,  and  address  of  both  dog  and  master  he  before  me. 

A  younxi  swell  was  going  south  for  some  dry  fly  fishing, 
and  had  purchased  a  brand  new  creel  and  fly  rod.  It 
being  the  first  fly  rod  he  had  ever  had,  he  consequently 
felt  proud  of  it,  and  refused  the  offer  of  the  guard  to 
place  his  impedimenta  in  tho  guard's  van.  Oh,  no  he 
said,  "  I  will  place  it  in  the  van  myself.  Don  t  you  touch 
it  This  is  a  fly  rod,  and  you  may  break  it.  So  with  an 
indignant  tread  he  went  to  the  van  and  tied  up  his  rod  and 
creel  and  returned  to  his  compartment.  About  fifty  milos 
further  on,  as  the  guard  passed  the  window  of  the 
carriage,  he  asked  him  :  "  Will  you  tell  mo  if  my  fly  rod 
and  creel  are  still  safe.and  not  broken  or  damaged  by  any_ 
other  luggage  being  placed  upon  them  ?  I  am  sorry, 
said  the  guard,  politely,  /' but  you  tied  them  to  a 
portmanteau,  and  your  rod  and  tackle  were  thrown  off 
with  it  at  the  laet  station. " 


"  Have  just  finished  the  best  season  I  ever  experienced 
for  coarse  fishing  on  the  Trent,  and  on  that  account  I  a  m 
an&ious  to  recommend  the  best  hooks  1  know  of,  i.e., 
Allcock's  Limerick  hooks  on  drawn  gut  of  about  14in.  in 
length.  This  is  a  great  advantage,  as  when  the  keen  point 
or  barb  ef  tin  hook  is  gone  you  can  simply  cut  the  bottom 
length  of  the  tackle  and  tie  another  on  without  disturbing 
the  shots.  On  a  No.  8  hook  I  have  killed  any  amount  of 
barbel,  chub,  roach,  and  dace,  and  have  scarcely  ever 
known  the  hook  to  draw." 


This  is  unicnpeichable  testimony  to  the  excellence  of  the 
hook  mentioned  and  its  tying.  The  advantage  of  adding 
another  hook  without  disturbing  the  shots  on  the  gut 
length  is  tolerably  familiar  to  London  anglers,  who  buy 
their  hooks  on  gut  by  the  dozen,  and  make  their  shotted 
gut  lines  outlast  very  many  hooks.  Nottingham  anglers 
appear  to  be  wedded  to  "  tackles,"  as  they  term  them,  tf 
one  yard  length  of  gut  with  the  hook  at  the  end.  When 
that  hook  become?  damaged  there  is  nothing  for  it  but  to 
mount  a  new  one-yard  tackle.  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis, 
however,  appears  to  have  adopted  "  another  method,"  as 
Mrs.  Glasse  puts  it,  with  advantage  and  satisfaction  to 
himself.    May  he  long  continue  hs  successful  angling 


Yet  another  item  concerning  Nottingham  :  What  say 
you,  Messrs.  Gaslcell  and  Spray,  are  you  not  proud  of  your 
"Wellington  vi:e-president  ?  "  "Mr.  Ernest  T.  Hooley 
has  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Acton,  of  the  Nottingham 
General  Hospital,  in  which  he  says:  'Whatever  the 
Hospital  Saturday  Committee  between  now  and  '  Queen's 
Commemoration  Day  '  (June  22,  next)  collect  throughout 
the  district  participating  in  the  benefits  of  the  hospital  up 
to  200,000  shillings,  I  shall  be  glad  to  supplement  by  an 
amount  equal  to  that  which  they  collect,  the  whole  to  be 
applied  to  the  fund  for  the  much  needed  extension  of  the 
hospital,  and  to  be  styled  '  The  Hospital  Saturday  Victoria 
Fund.'"  Since  you  have  wisely  abandoned  the  casting 
tournament,  I  hope  you  and  your  worthy  confreres  will 
concentrate  your  energies  towards  collecting  the  200,000 
shillings,  so  that  it  may  be  supplemented  by  that  great 
philanthropist,  "Earnest  Hooley." 


At  the  Gresham,  on  Tuesday  eveting  last,  Dr.  Ladell's 
lecture,  "  Seed  Time  and  Harvest,"  proved  most  interest- 
ing and  instructive.  The  society  have  purchased  200 
perch  and  400  carp  for  their  Kelvedon  waters,  and  they 
will  be  "  turned  in  "  on  Tuo3day,  March  23,  on  which  date 
there  will  be  a  roach  outing.  Mr.  Frank  Abrahams 
will  preside  at  the  annual  dinner  on  Tuesday  evening, 
March  30. 

 >♦»■»<  

As  previously  announced,  the  second  annual  dinner  of 
the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  will  take  place  on 
Monday  next,  March  22,  at  the  (iriffin  Hotel,  Kmgston  ou- 
Thames.  Lord  Inverurie  will  preside,  and  will  be  sup- 
ported by  many  well-known  Thames  anglers.  About  100 
will  dine  together,  and  the  list  of  artistes  is  a  large  one, 
and  of  excellent  quality. 

 »  »«♦ <  

One  day  this  week  I  was  pleasantly  surprised  by  a  visit 
from  young  Mr  E.  Sowerbutts  (son  of  the  late  famoua  rod 
maker  and  genial  angler,  Mr.  T.  Sowerbutt*),  who  had 
called  on  me  in  pusing  to  show  me  a  roach  pole  of  Ins  own 
making,  which,  when  put  together,  and  held  in  orthrdox 
Lea  style,  was  as  perfect  a  weapon  in  Hghtnese,  stiffness, 
straightnesa,  and  absence  of  wobble  in  tho  "strike  as 
the  greatest  enthusiast  could  desire.  It  had  still  to  be 
whipped  and  finished  ;  but  with  its  well-shaped  mahogany 
butt  and  other  delightful  qualities,  it  waa  just  a  "  beauty 
unadorned."  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  K.  S.  that  this  rod 
is  one  of  twins,  which  are  destined  to  be  divided  between  a 
member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  who  has  ordered  one, 
and  one  of  the  prize  winners  in  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society's,  competition  of  March  21.    I  ehould  consider 


211 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[Makch  20,  1897 


myself  fortunate  on  tlio  day  to  bo  able  to  catch  just 
Nuffioient  Lea  roaoh  to  inula'  me  the  owner  of  that  rod.  It 
in  good  iiowh  t<i  anglers  I  o  know  that  the  Bit  ill  of  tlio  father 
tin  tlniH  descended  to  the  son,  mid  doubly -gratifying  to 
lind  tlio  proverbinl  gonoroNity  of  poor  Tom  Sowerbutts  s 
fiiiHifnlly  imitated  DJ  I iih  widow  und  son. 


Kkom  tlio  American  Field,  ot  March  0.  I  gather  the 
following  items  of  interest  to  anglers  on  this  side  of  the 
At'antie  regarding  the  third  annual  Sportsman's  Exposi- 
tion, uhirli  commencetl  at  Madison  Square-gar  Jens,  New 
York,  on  March  18,  and  will  close  to-day,  March  20 
"The  contests  will  ho  govornod  by  two  judges,  and  a 
referee.  It  has  been  decided  that  after  the  contestant 
has  taken  his  place  upon  the  stand,  tho  timo  shall  be 
allowed  from  tlio  time  tho  contestant  siys  'ready.'  The 
first  cast  thereafter  shall  count  .  Tho  longest  cast  during 
tl  e  flvo  minutes  succeeding  shall  be  taken  ai  his  record 
for  distance.  The  contestants,  who  will  illustrate  the 
highest  art  known  to  tho  disciples  of  Walton,  will  lind  the 
conditions  attendant  upon  this  match  unusual.  Thoro  is 
no  danger  of  anv  interference  by  sun,  rain,  or  wind,  as  the 
roof  and  walls  01  Madison  Square-garden  will  insure  them 
against  that.  In  ordor  that  they  may  not  have  it  too 
ra«.y,  however,  certain  obstacles  which  they  would  bo 
likely  to  find,  if  tly-casting  for  trout  in  earnest  will  be 
duly  mado  and  provided.  The  fly  fishermen  will  ca9t  over 
the  surface  of  an  artificial  lake,  so  that  their  flies  will  kiss 
the  water  as  they  would  if  really  fishing  in  a  pool,  in  the 
forest. 


"  For  long  casts  they  will  have  a  clear  stretch  of  water, 
but  when  the  utmost finesse  of  putting  the  artificial  insect 
just  where  the  angler  wishes  it  to  go  is  attempted,  the 
contest  will  be  mido  difficult  by  semi-submerged  branches 
of  trees  in  the  water  and  bushes  irregularly  disposed  about 
the  water's  edge,  where  they  are  likely  to  prove  metaphorical 
thorns  in  tho  impatient  fishermen's  flesh.  The  fly-casting 
tournament  will  go  on  every  afternoon  and  evening  during 
the  Sportsmen's  Exp' sition,  and  can  be  ^witnessed  by 
thousands  from  convenient  seats,  a  matter  in  itself  that 
never  could  have  been  possible  before.  The  successful 
points  scored  as  the  competitors  progress  are  likely  to  evoke 
expressions  of  interest  and  sympathy  from  the  spectators, 
and  the  fishermen's  mishaps  to  provoke  laughter,  because 
both  are  apparent  to  any  eye-witness,  even  if  devoid  of 
expert  knowledge  of  the  gentle  art  of  angling.  The 
entrance  fee  fcr  contestants  will  be  two  dollars  for  one 
event,  or  five  dollars  for  three  or  more  events.  There  will 
he  eleven  different  contests,  every  one  of  which  is  bound  to 
be  interesting  to  all  fishermen  and  to  every  spectator." 

THERE  should  be  a  very  strong  muster  of  anglers  at  the 
[Bedford  Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Strand,  on  Monday 
next,  March  22,  on  which  occasion  the  Central  Association 
hold  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  under  the  presidency  of 
Mr.  \\  .  Emden,  J. P.,  L.C.C.  An  excellent  concert— as, 
under  such  auspices,  it  is  sure  to  be— and  for  such  a  cause, 
should  overcrowd  even  a  larger  room  than  the  commodious 
one  at  the  Bedford  Head. 


I  may  add  that  admission  to  the  T.A.P.S.  concert  will 
lie  by  programme  only.  Mr.  Wade  has  kindly  sent  me 
my  pass,"  and  the  following,  which  occupies  the  fourth 
page  of  the  programme,  will  be  read  with  interest  by  all 
who  tako  an  interest  in  the  Preservation  of  the  Thimes : 

During  the  past  season,  the  following  successful  nettings 
have  been  carried  out,  at  considerable  expense,  by  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  who  richly  deserve 
to  be  generously  supported  by  all  classes  of  anglers. 
Feb.,  1890  :  Turning  in  of  1000  fine  healthy  trout  of  8in 
and  10m  in  suitable  places  between  Kingston  and  Staines. 
March,  1^90:  Netting  of  the  East  London  Reservoir  at 
hunbury,  1000  splendid  roach,  in  addition  to  2000  stock 
ts.of  other •kinds.  April,  1896:  Netting  of  Southwark 
and  VauxhaO  Water  Company's  reservoir  at  Sunbury,  about 
loc  wt.  ot  iack,  perch,  bream,  and  chub.  July,  1896 :  Netting 
of  a  large  reservoir  of  Chelsea  Waterwoiksat  Hampton,  at 
least  two  and  a  half  tons  of  fish,  and  a  second  consign- 
ment of  508Q  small  perch.  Oct,  1896  ■  Netting  of  moat  at 
Horton  Manor,  Epsom,  seme  hundreds  of  good  stock  fish 
and  a  second  netting,  resulting  in  11,000  carp,  tench,  roach 
and  perch  Jan.  1897:  Netting  of  two  reservoirs  at 
Barnes  Waterworks,  -about  8cwt.  of  capital  fish  were 
turned  into  the  Thames  at  Kingston  and  Walton." 
 >♦»♦<  

Mr.  H  J.  Tibbatts,  so  well  known  to  London  anglers 
was  on  Wednesday,  March  10,  fishing  in  the  Lea  between 
the  Magna  and  the  Lock  (at  St.  Margaret's).  Amongst 
other  nsh  he  captured  a  fine  brace  of  dace— one  weighing 
I2ez  and  the  other  lOJoz.  They  were  taken  legering 
with  red  worm.  Needless  to  say  they  are  being  set  up 
by  Mr.  Hesse,  and  should  make  a  very  handsome  case 
^  hope  to  see  them,  when  finished,  at  "The  Sessions 


F.  H.  A  of  the  T.R.A.  and  K.P.S.,  in  the  current 
number  of  the  T  A.  N  (which  being  put  into  black  and 
white  means  ''Thames  Angling  News  ")  says  •  "  Butterv 
hsherman  of  Long  Ditton,  tells  me  that  he  has  already 
seen  the  May  Fly.  I  much  doubted  that  it  was  the  May 
Fly,  but  Buttery  assures  me  that  it  was  a  fact.  Mv  own 
opinion  was  that  it  was  the  Alder."  [I  am  not  much  of 
an  entomo logist,  and  ,t  may  be  just  a  week  or  so  too  scon 
but  me,  opinion  is  that  what  Buttery  saw  was  a  Butter'. 



t        Ta  F°-ahe*d  association  the   Hastings    and  St 

J)rom  the  same  J  glean  that  finances  are.  aU  right,  The 


Bucksholo  Reservoir,  leased  from  the  Corporation,  baa 
been  stocked  with  500  yearling  and  200  two-year-old  trout, 
1100  roach,  40  carp,  and  300  tench,  besides  a  number  of 
other  fish,  presented  by  members,  including  60  grand 
Avon  roach,  from  ;jlb.  to  lib.  12oz.  each.  The  committee 
are  considering  the  advisability  of  securing  further  private 
waters,  and  have  just  secured  Mr.  M.  Wildish's  two  ponds 
at  St.  Helen's  Ore,  one  being  well  adapted  to  trout 
growth. 

SPEAKING  of  "Fishing  in  Long  Lake,  in  the  Adiron 
dacks,"  Mr.  A.  N.  Cheney,  in  Forest  mid  Stream,  says 
Mr.  .!.  0.  I).  Kitchen  is  a  "  citified  man  "  win  is  spending 
a  portion  of  the  winter  at  Long  Lake,  and  be  "  writes  to 
his  friend*  in  the  city  "  much  as  an  explorer  would  write 
homo  from  a  strange  land :  "  The  natives  resort  to 
tuckering,  deceit,  lying,  stealing,  and  pettiness  of  every 
description,  for  cause  if  there  bo  any,  and  if  there  is  none, 
simply  to  pass  away  the  time."  To  give  cause  and  to  stir  up 
the  depths  of  this  iniquity  generally,  Mr.  Kitchen 
arrangod  a  fishing  contest,  offering  small  prizes  for  the 
biggest  fish,  and  for  the  largest  quantity  caught  by  any  one 
man.  The  narrative  coutinues  :  "  The  fishing  on  the 
Adirondack  lakes  is  done  by  drilling  holes  in  the  ice  witli  a 
crowbar,  through  which  the  baited  line  is  dropped  and 
attached  to  a  tip  up  or  arrangement  of  cross  sticks,  which 
ciuses  a  miniature  flagstaff  to  arise  and  flutter  a  signal  in 
the  wind  when  there  is  a  tug  at  the  line.  .  .  .  These 
natives  aren't  a  bit  afraid  of  work,"  writes  Mr.  Kitchen, 
"  not  a  bit!  Why,  they  will  lie  right  down  beside  it  in  this 
particular  instance."  As  an  example  of  the  aforesaid 
"  bickerirg,  deceit,  lying,  stealing,  and  pettiness,"  Mr. 
Kitchen  relates  that  it  was  found  that  the  claimant  for 
the  prize  for  the  largest  fish  had  filled  his  "pickerel" 
with  shot.  .  • 
 >  »♦ ♦ <  


The  Hoxton  Brothers,  or  at  least  a  portion  of  them, 
have  struck  "  a  bright  idea."  They  wish  assistai&e  from 
members  of  other  clubs  to  form  a  permanent  B'Musical 
Society,"  the  object  being  to  ensure  good  free  vocal  ability 
at  smoking  concerts,  and  particularly  those  promoted  in 
the  interests  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  which, 
of  course,  includes  the  Visits.  Gentlemen  wishing  to  join 
should  intimate  their  intention  to  Mri  J.  H.  Ghurney, 
Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shorediteh,  E.,  on  or' 
before  April  6. 

 >»♦♦<  

Referring  to  the  opening  of  the  trout  season  in  the 
land  of  "  broad  acres,"  the  Yorksh  ire  Post  says  :  "  Yester- 
day morning  the  Yorkshire  trout  season  opened  under 
conditions— in  the  West  Riding,  at  any  rate— the  reverse 
of  inviting.  Those,  however,  who  ventured  forth,  and 
adapted  their  methods  to  the  condition  of  the  water, 
found  sport  quite  up  to  an  average  opening  day.  On  the 
Wharfe,  baskets  of  from  twenty  to  thirty,  caught  by  the 
process  of  '  swimming  the  worm,'  were  not  unfrequent. 
The  minnow  accounted  for  a  few  fish— not  many— but 
fly  fishing  was  of  little  or  no  avail.  While  I  strongly 
ad\  ocate  the  policy  of  postponing  the  opening  day  of  the 
Yorkshire  trout  season  until  April  1,  I  do  not  by  any 
means  assert  that  there  are  not  exceptional  seasons  when 
the  trout  are  in  condition  fit  to  be  taken  before  that  date, 
and  the  present  season  is  one  of  those  exceptions.  I  do 
not  remember  for  several  years  to  have  seen  Yorkshire 
trout  so  far  forward  at  this  early  stage  as  they  are  now." 

"  When  I  was  a  boy,  there  used  to  be  an  immense  pike 
in  that  pool  over  there,"  said  my  grandfather,  one  day. 

It  had  been  years  since  the  pool  had  been  cleaned  out, 
and  we  all  set  to  work  with  a  will  to  tale  it,  some  of  us 
having  pails,  and  the  foolish  cn?s  among  us  being  pro- 
vided tnly  with  mrgs.  Among  the  fish  we  got  out  and 
put  into  tanks,  while  the  pool  was  being  deepened,  was  just 
one  big  pike,  which  took  no  less  than  three  <  f  us  to  lift  out 
of  the  water.  He  must  have  weighed  a  hundredweight  if 
not  a  bit  more,  and  he  was  put  into  a  huge  tub  all  by 
himself.  Just  at  that  time  neighbour  Jehoshasplosh 
dinger  was  cleaning  out  his  pool,  and  he  came  upon  just 
such  another  pike.  We  got  to  comparing  notes  on  the 
matter,  and  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  these 
pike  must  be  extremely  lonely.  So  we  tossed  up  whether 
my  pike  should  go  and  keep  company  with  his  or  his 
should  come  and  keep  company  with  mine.  Neighbour 
Jehoshasplosh  Ginger  won,  and  so  we  transferred  my  pike 
over  to  bis  big  tub,  where  his  pike  was  reposing  against  the 
time  his  pool  should  be  ready  for  the  fish  to  go  back. 

"  Now  somebody  must  have  told  those  pike  that  my  pool 
was  finished  first,  for— would  you  believe  it  ?— my  nike 
took  the  other  pike's  tail  in  his  mouth,  and  the  other  pike 
took  my  pike  s  tail  in  his,  and  then  they  jumped  out  of 
neighbour  Jehoshasplosh  Ginger's  big  tub,  set  themselves 
going,  and  just  rolled  across  the  fields  into  my  pool  as  if 
tbey  were  a  big  cartwheel  without  any  spokes.  Now,  you 
know  that  a  pike's  teeth  slope  backwards,  and  this  was  a 
matter  that  had  not,  apparently,  entered  into  their  cal- 
culations, for  they  could  not  get  undone,  and  there  thev 
swam  round  and  round  that  pool  revolving  on  their  axis  all 
the  while  The  pool  has  never  been  cleaned  out  since 
but  (said  my  grandfather)  "  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  vou 
were  to  go  and  bale  xt  out  with  your  hat,  you  would  find 
tnose  pike  still  circling  round  and  round." 

 >  »  »♦<  

Did  you  ever  hear  the  story  of  great  grandfather's  great 
unc  e  s  sister's  chub  ?  The  lady  was  a  most  accomplished 
angler  but  the  fish  were  small.  You  see,  in  those  old 
days,  the  fish  had  not  had  the  time  to  grow,  and  that  is 
why  we  get  b.gger  fish  these  days.  The  best  chub  she  had 
land  weighed  ISfos.,  a  threepenny  bit,  and  five 
fl  It  ?i  i  0t  c,ourse>  tllls  grand  specimen  was  very 
carefully  set  upland  was  universally  regarded  as  a  master- 


piece of  taxidermy ;  but  the  curious  thing  about 
chub  was  the  way  it  would  keep  on  getting  heavier, 
fish  was  duly  placed  in  state  upon  the  walls  of  great  gr 
father's  great  uncle's  sister's  room,  and  was  kept  iu  p 
by  a  stout  nail,  well  calculated  to  stand  all  the  strains  ji 
was  likely  to  be  put  to. 

TnAT  nail  did  its  duty  nobly  at  first,  but  a.i  time  wen 
on,  and  the  fish  kept  getting  heavier,  the  nail  began  tl 
realise  that  it  was  really  unequal  to  the  calls  made  up© 
its  integrity,  and  it  meekly  bowed  its  head  in  deference  1 1 
the  increasing  avoirdupois.  But,  just  as  the  trodden  .vera 
will  turn  at  last,  so  the  o'er-stramed  nail  will  break,  an  I 
the  case  came  down  with  a  run  as  soon  as  the  fish  toucheo 
101b.  The  case  smashed  to  atoms,  and  great  grand 
father's  great  uncle  (who  ha3  a  hatred  for  any  sort  o 
exaggeration)  determined  to  weigh  the  fish,  and  just  seJ 
what  it  actually  did  come  out  at.  He  found  it  le.'s  than 
5oz.,  and  his  sister  was  so  mad  that  she  insisted  on  thd 
weights  and  scales  going  to  be  tested,  and  she  wouldn' 
speak  to  anybody  for  over  a  fortnight. 


Mk.  E.  Brockett,  of  the  Originial  Alexandra  A. 8 
would  like  to  ask  the  gentlenian  who  took  by  mistake  tin 
wrong  rods  off  the  rack  in  the  train  that  left  St.  Margaret'i 
at  7.15  p.m.,  on  March  7  to  kindly  return  the  same  to  Mr 
W.  Poore,  14,  Gossett-street,  Bethnal  Green.  The  rod 
in  question  are  a  roach  rod  and  a  ledger  rod.  fl  shall  be 
glad  to  hear  that  you  get  them  back,  Mr.  W." Poore,  Fei 
we  all  like  our  favourite  tools.  ] 

 >  »  »  »  <  

Late  on  Monday  night  five  young  men  returning  fron 
fishing  were  crossing  the  rivoc  Severn  to  Ombersley,  s 
village  seven  miles  from  Worcester,  when  the  boat  cap 
sized,  and  four  of  them — William  Pointer,  Thomas  Want 
John  Cook,  and  Alfred  Gregg— were  drowned.  Thej 
were  all  inbabitants  of  Ombersley,  and  their  ages  range 
from  eighteen  to  twenty-five. 


I  hear  that  on  the  13th  inst.  conditions  were  favourable 
for  a  "turn  amongst  the  pike  "  in  the  Ouse  at  St.  Ives 
Mr.  E.  Collinson,  the  courteous  secretary  of  the  St.  Ivet 
A.S.,  wired  for  a  certain  London  friend  to  "  come  at 
once."  He  "  went."  Rain  in  torrents;  wind—  everything 
against  sport."  Result :  One  jack,  61b.,  two  sportsmen  wel 
through,  but  not  disheartened  !  May  the  opening  season 
be  an  improvement  on  the  close  ! 


There  resides  at  Hampton  Court  Palace,  with 
curator  of  the  picture  gallery,  a  remarkable  cat  knowL 
"Barrister,"  which  is  a  vegetarian.    Nothing  o  an  ten. 
Pussy  to  eat,  save  vegetables.    The  choicest  dishes  of  fis 
usually  so  dear  to  the  feline  mind,  the  daintiest  bits  off  i 
Cit's-meat-man's  barrow,  evi  n  the  very  mouse  itself,  ten 
not  this  anomalous  cat.    Vegetables  alone  tickle 
appetite.    From  the  potato  upwards  to  the  hothouse  i 
he  will  eat  with  avidity.    Cucumbers,  beans,  lettuces! 
apples,  fruit  of  all  kinds  will  this  remarkable  cat  eat ;  but| 
meat-meat,  as  the  vulgar  say,  "is  right  off." 


Fisherman  (on  return  to  the  wife  of  his  bosom) : 
had  a  great  thunderstorm  at  Pulborongh  to-day.  A  tr 
on  the  bank  was  struck  by  lightning."  Wife:  "What 
mercy  it  was  only  a  tree  on  the  bank  !  If  it  had  strn 
the  '  pub  '  there's  no  telling  how  many  might  have 
killed  !  " 

An  old  Cheshire  parish  clerk  was  once  told  to  announce 
that  there  would  be  no  service  next  Sunday  evening,  as  the 
yicar  would  be  officiating  at  Peover.  He,  however,  gavl 
it  out :  "  There  will  be  no  service  here  next  Sunday 
evening  as  the  vicar  will  be  fishing  at  Peover."  As  Peovei 
was  a  place  much  resorted  to  by  anglers,  and  the  vicar  wai 
a  follower  of  Izaak  Walton,  some  sons  of  Belial  would  not 
allow  that  it  was  a  mistake.. 


Visitors  to  the  Royal  Aquarium  will  find  plenty  t 
entertain  them  apart  from  the  popular  Fisheries  Exhibi 
tion.  The  general  enteitainmento  are  most  excellent  an 
refined,  and  during  the  week  important  alterations  hat 
been  made  in  the  lengthy  programme.  A  new  series  cj 
living  pictures,  in  whioh  prominenoe  is  given  to  "  Charit 
overwhelmed  with  her  burden  appealing  to  the  spirit  fl 
the  Diamond  Jubilee,"  have  been  produced. 

"  

The  next  time  August  Gloistein,  Frederick  Sandhe 
and  John  Cunningham  go  fishing  on  the  .Long  Island  B 
they  will  try  to  keep  awake.  The  other  afternoon  the 
rowed  out  and  anohored  directly  over  a  number  of  piles, 
which  is  all  that  remains  of  the  old  dock.  At  high  tidj 
there  is  about  six  feet  of  water,  with  the  top  of  the  pilS 
some  two  feet  below  the  surfaoe.  The  fishing  was  a 
success  ;  the  afternoon  was  warm,  and  the  fishermen  fell 
asleep.  When  they  awoke  the  tide  had  gone  out,  and  they 
found  their  boat  suspended  in  mid-air,  like  Mohammed'." 
coffin.  The  boat  rested  securely  on  the  piles,  several  feet 
above  water.  A  council  of  war  was  held ,  and  Cunningham's 
shirt  was  pressed  into  service  as  a  signal  of  distress: 
Scveial  boats  responded.  Sarcastic  and  painful  remarks 
were  made.  The  fishermen  weie  alluded  to  as  roosters, 
and  advised  not  to  rock  tha-boat,  and  one  skipper  went  the 
length  of  indulging  in  symbolism  with  his  fingers  and  nose.; 
Another  skipper  advised  thorn  to  climb  ,  down.  "  There'* 
only  a  foot  of  water  beneath  you,"  said  he.  "  Ta-tol 
Next  time  you  go  to  roost,  watch  for  the  tide."  All  night 
the  three  disconsolate  mariners  sot  there,  but  at  five  in  the 
morning  the  tide  camo  and  gently  floated  them  out  of  thtin 
predicament.  _  .    L.  Dragnet.  J 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  For-tinalis, 
Rainbows,  and  Grayling 


Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CR  ITCH  MERE,  HASLEMERE. 

N.B. —  Established  by  the   late  Thos. 
Andrews,  of  Guildford. 


LINES  FOR  SEA-FISHING. 

MOUNTED  READY  FOR  USE. 

Boat  Rods  for  Pollack. 
Sea  Rods  for  Spinning. 
India-Rubber  Sand  Eels: 
Sliver  Spinners  for  Mackerel. 
Shrimp  and  Prawn  Nets  Mounted 
Naturalist's  Dredges  and  Sieves. 
Otter  Trawls,  Trammels,  &o, 
Illustrated  Guide  to  Fishing  Qratii. 

HEARDER  &  SON, 
f  rarfcUsI  ^isfring  &wlLe  sob  £tt 

PLYMOUTH. 

Siiablithed  1770.      Highest  Awardt  «t>eryi/iW*. 


W.BARTLEET&SONS 

Manufacturers  of  m»^*- 

TESTED  FISH  HOOKS  &  FISHING  TACKLE 

FOR    ALL    PARTS    OP    THE  WORLD. 


MAHSEEB  FISHING. 

MURRAY  &  CO., 

MEERUT  and  MUSSOORIE, 

IMPORTEES  OF 

HIGH-CUSS  FISHING  TACKLE, 

Specially  made  for  India,  and  after  descriptions 

and  styles  mentioned  in 
The  Sod  in  India,  North  Punjab  Fishing 
Club  Anglers'  Handbook  and  Angling  in 
the  Kumaon  Lakes. 

Hew  Stocks  regularly  arriving  from 

HABDY,    WABNEB,   8LATEB,  MALLOCF. 
and  other  first  class  manufacturers. 

OboifHSe  Pluttroud  Pries  Lilt  on  Application. 

W.   PE ARSE,  Agent 

BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS1  SOCIETY. 

Pbbsidest:  Sir  EDWABD  BERKBECK.,  Bart 
REDUCED  FARES 

S.E.  and  L.  C.  ft  D.  RAILWAYS. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 

BOATS    AT    FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  first  Wednesday  in  each  month 
at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel. 

All  information  of  Hon.  Sec, Henry  Ball 
66,  Haymarket. 

RABBITS,  FOWLS,  AND  FISH  OF 
ALL  KINDS  WANTED. 

ANY  QUANTITY  WEEKLY. 
Good  Prices   Paid    for  Good  Quality. 

M ACLAREN  &  CO., 
Produce  Merchants  &  Commission  Agents, 
146  A  148,  CENTRE  STREET, 
GLASGOW,  S.S. 

ROACH  AND  BREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  in  the  360  acres  of 

water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDOK,  MIDDLZSEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

"  Vlke.  perch,  roach,  *c.,  are  nnmeroua."— 
Angler's  Diary. 

frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Hsrp  Station. 


Patent  "ABBEY"   MILLS  SPINNER 

(Regd.  Trade  Mark), 

For  Pike,  Salmon,  and  Trout. 


An  inexpensive  Spinner  for  the  million.    BAITS  will  not  throw  off. 


PATENT  "ARCHER  "  SPINNER.   (Hayne's  Patent.) 

(Eegd.  Trade  Mark.) 
Made  in  five  sizes  for  Pike,  Salmon,  Trout. 


PATENT  "ARCHER"  COLLAPSIBLE  FISHING  BAG. 

Horsehair  front.    Now  made  in  three  patterns. 


"ARCHER"  JARDINE  DETACHABLE  LEAD. 

Non-slipping.    Regd.  No.  229,933.    Made  in  eleven  sizes. 


Manufactory:  ABBEY  MILLS,  REDDITGH. 

London  House:  11  and  12,  GOLDSMITH  ST.,  E  C. 
Can  be  obtained  Retail  through  any  Fishing  Tackle  House. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

DOOK  at  once  for  AUTUMN  and 
13  WINTER  SUPPLY.  The  Price 
List  (free  on  application)  contains  the 
largest  variety  of  TROUT  and  COARSE 
FISH,  both  British  and  Foreign,  offered 
by  any  dealer  in  the  world.    Apply  to — 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY, 
CAISTOR,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

N.B. — A  limited  number  of  yearling 
grayling  to  clear  early  at  50s.  per  100. 

First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES 
DRESSED  to  Order  or  Pattern. 

G.  HOYLE,  Practical  Fly  Dresser, 

44,  Liberia  Road,  Highbury, 
London,  N. 
PRICE    LIST   POST  FREE. 


TO  ANGLERS  WHO  TROLL 
FOR  TROUT  &  SALMON. 


Patent   No.  21,452. 


HILL'S  "Perfection  Holdfast" 
NATURAL  BAIT  SPINNERS 


BURGHLEY  PARK 

FISHERY. 

One  and  Two-year-old  TROUT 

For  SALE, 

ALSO  GOOD 

PERCH  for  STOCKING. 

PRICES  ON  APPLICATION. 
W.  V.  SILK,  Manager,  Stamford. 

The  LIGHEST  RODS  in  USE.  Weight.  S  to  lOoz. 

Booth's  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  c^W 

lift.,  Bnake  rings,  winch    flttinys,  lancewood 
»op,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4 Jd.  extra; 
Balanced  handle,  Is.  extra. 
■'Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Marston.  Fishing  Gazette,  Sfpt.  28,  188!t. 

BOOTH'S  97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balanoe 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  r.Dgs,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
5s.  4d„  lOjft. ;  5s.  I0d.,  lift.;  carriage  (id.  extra. 
BARGAINS. 

Salmon  Out,  14in.,  4s.  Cd.;  line  first  quality 
undrawn  gut,  SOIn.,  3s.  Lid.;  I81n  ,  3s.  3d.;  lMttt, 
2s.  2d.,  loin  XXXX.  Drawn  Gut,  is.  Ud.  per  I0O. 

M.  BOOTH, 

FISH  NG    ROD    MAKER,  HULL. 


No  more  baits  thrown  off  in  casting  or  snatched  off  by  the  fish.   No  lock  pins,  side  clips,  or 
other  contrivances  to  get  out  of  order  aud  waste  the  angler's  time,  or  scare  the  flsh  in  a  fine  water. 
It  is  easily  baited,  and  the  bait  may  be  fished  until  so  mauled  as  to  be  useless. 
The  upright  flanges  protect  the  trace. 
It  is  easily  re-mounted  when  the  gut  gets  worn. 
It  is  strongly  made,  and  will  quickly  save  its  cost. 

The  Angling  Editor  of  Land  ami  ll'o'w  writes :  "  I  think  well  of  your  Holdfast  Spinner.  I  have 
tr  ed  it,  and  found  it  answered  to  its  niine,  and  that  the  biit  laste  1  well." 

Price.  Postlgc. 
No.  0.— For  Small  Minnow   '-'  -    ?*■ 

1.  For  Medium-sized  Minnow   2  3    21. 

2.  For  Large  Minnow   !  *•    ™- 

3.  — For  Extra  Large  or  Salmon  Minnow    2  !>    2d. 

A  1  Holdfast  Salmon  Minnow  Size   2  9    2d. 

Full  directions  with  ea<  h  Spinner.  The  .izes  for  Pike  will  be  ready  soon. 

From  tiik  Inventor, 

JAMES  R.  HILL,  16,  Great  George  St.,  Liverpool. 
IF"  o  S  -A.  Hi  US . 

TWO-YEAR-OLD  8.  FARIO  and  LEVENENSIS,  8in.  to  12in. 
LARGE  YEARLINGS  of  S.  FONTINA LIS  and  IKEDEUS. 
Also  CARP,  ROACH,  PERCH,  and  TENCH  up  to  31b. 

BUCKLAND  FISHERY,  BRAUNTON,  N.  DEVON. 


Elumans  Universal 

IBROCATION  \Jy 


2 


r^HEl'MATlSM 

Lumbago 

.Bruises. 

cold?  "ijp 


U    I  Win  MHVt 

ivum  mavi  nonl : 


TVepcired  only  i« 
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loi  h  COM  PETITION.— MARO  H  21, 
Conditions  ok  Match. 
OoUPI i  i rims  to  moot  at  the  Rose  ami  Crown, _  St. 
Margaret's,  OU  tlio  arrival  of  tho  train  tint  loaves  Liver- 

pool-itreefa  Station  »t  9.8  a.m.  on  tlie  morning  of  March  21  ; 
to  itart  fishing  by  signal  ;  and  to  neigh  fish  in  at  thp 
Rose  and  Crown  by  5.80  p.m.  Any  competitor  failing  to 
attend  tn  weigh  his  filh  at  that  time  to  ba  disqualified. 
One  rod  only  to  bo  usod.  All  fish  to  weigh  (according  to 
Lea  measurement)  witli  tho  exception  of  jack,  perch,  eols, 
bloak,  gudgeon,  ami  minnows.  No  live-baiting  or  raking 
allowed.  Tickets  Is.  each,  to  be  had  of  any  member  of 
the  committoo,  and  at  tho  various  angling  clubs.  Com- 
potitors  must  be  member!  holding  privilege  tickets  from 
the  Anglers'  or  Central  Associations,  or  cards  of  member- 
ship of  tho  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. 

In  tho  event  of  the  prizes  not  being  all  taken  on 
March  -'1,  unsuccessful  competitors  will  be  allowed  to 
ngain  compote  on  March  28. 

A  special  train  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at !)  o'clock, 
calling  at  llaokney  Downs  and  Tottenham. 

Prize  List. 

Olive  Branch  A.S.,  a  prize  ;  F.  Vanhogan  (Funny  Folks 
A. S.),  a  prize;  G.  Merry  (Amicable  Waltonians  A.S.),  a 
prize;  J.  Leveni  (Friendship  A. S.),  a  prize;  W.  Black 
(North  London  A.S.),  a  prize;  F.  Thorling  (St.  John's 
A.S.),  a  prize  ;  Good  Intent  A.S.,  10s.  (id.  ;  J.  Carter  (Lady 
of  the  Lake  A.S  ),  a  prize  ;  B.  Abrahams  (Allison  United 
A.S  ),  a  prize  ;  Dalston  A.S.,  a  pair  of  boots  to  measure, 
value  Kb.  fid.  ;  .1.  Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers'  A.S.),  a 
prize;  The  Angler,  £1  Is.  ;  W.  Dennis  (Original  Alexan- 
dra A.S.),  5s. ;  Izaak  Walton  A. 8.,  10s.  6d  ;  Mr.  Toxall 
(Rose  and  Crown,  St.  Margaret's),  a  home-cured  ham  ; 
Mr.  Rainsden  (Railway  Tavern,  St.  Margaret's),  a  prize 
value  Ids.  (id.;  South  London  A.S.,  10s.  6d. ;  T. 
Sowerbutts,  a  roa:h  rod;  Peek  and  Sons  ((iray's 
Inn-road),  a  jack  winch  ;  Fishing  Gazette,  a  prize; 
jforth  London  A.S.,  a  tackle  base;  Mr.  Barkett,  a 
piece  of  beef  value  7s.  ;  Mr.  O.  H.  Wood  (Hoxton 
Brothers'  A.S.),  a  prize;  Mr.  F.  Newton  (Hoxton 
Brothers'  A.S.),  a  prize  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Martin  (the  Trent 
Otter  A.S.),  a  prize. 

S.  Malby  (Secretary), 
9,  Canterbury-road,  Balls'  Pond-road,  Islington,  N. 


YARE  AND  BURE  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held  on 
the  evening  of  Monday,  the  8th  inst.,  at  the  Bull  Hotel, 
Norwich,  when  Mr.  G.  C.  Davies  presided  over  a  numerous 
and  influential  gathering  of  the  members.  In  the  report 
of  the  past  years'  proceedings,  which  was  read  by  Mr. 
A.  J.  Rudd,  (assistant  hon.  secie'iary)  the  pleasing  fact 
was  noted  that  no  cases  of  poaching  within  the  society's 
jurisdiction  had  been  brought  to  light ;  and  it  was  believed 
that  illegal  fishing  had  been  well  nigh  abolished  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  society's  watchers,  and  the  numerous 
honorary  bailiffs  enrolled  by  the  Board  of  Conservators. 
The  pollution  of  the  Yare  by  sewage  had  teen  less 
noticeable  of  late,  although  a  milky  froth  coming  from  the 
direction  of  Trowse  Hytli9  still  at  times  ciused  anxiety  to 
the  society's  officials.  The  past  season  had  been  an 
excellent  one  in  every  respect ;  the  genial  summer  having 
made  angling  a  success  and  a  delight. 

The  society  was  congratulated  upon  the  failure  of  the 
attempt  made  in  certain  quarters  to  impose  a  rod  tax  upon 
all  anglers,  and  to  enforce  a  close  time  upon  the  whole 
country,  by  means  of  a  Bill  in  Parliament.  Had  this  Bill 
been  passed  it  .would  have  completely  effaced  the  society's 
bye  laws,  and  would,  in  fact,  have  rendered  the  society 
powerless.  Although  by  tbe  bill  in  question,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  devote  the  rod  tax  to  the  preservation  of  the 
rivers,  it  was  doubtful  if  it  would  not  have  cost  more  to 
eollect,  than  it  would  have  produced.  A  deputation  from 
the  society  had  waited  upon  Sir  E.  Birkbeck,  at  the  offices 
of  their  parliamentary  agents,  and  subsequently  met  the 
members  for  the  district,  who  kept  their  promise  to  block 
the  Bill. 

The  report  farther  stated  that  the  prize  fund,  provided  by 
the  city  members,  and  other  gentlemen,  had  amounted 
last  year  to  £02,  and  the  committee  had  to  thank  tbe 
Great  Easter  Railway  Company,  for  their  generosity  in 
presenting  the  society  with  £28  4s.  Gd.,  the  amount  of  the 
sixpenny  fees,  paid  by  anglers  for  stamping  their  privilege 
tickets,  and  for  other  facilities  afforded.  ' 

The  funds  were  in  a  satisfactory  state,  but  the  com- 
mittee desired  to  impress  the  importance  of  so  increasing 
them,  as  to  allow  of  the  employment  of  an  extra  watcher 
on  the  Bure  and  its  tributaries.  The  statement  of 
accounts  showed  a  credit  balance,  at  the  bank,  of 
£107  los.  lid. 

«Ani.ihe  cha,i.rman's  remarks,  on  the  report  he  observed, 
that  the  condition  of  their  rivers  was  always  a  matter  of 
contention  anglers  naturally  desiring  them  to  be  in  the 
best  possible  state  for  sport.  They  did  not  regard  river 
craft  with  much  sympathy,  although  lie  was  glad  to  think 
thatteeaugin  this  respect  was  improving,  and  he  h'psd 
that  the  local  waters  would  continue  to  afford  enjoyment 
and  recreation  to  a  large  number  of  people.  The  report 
and  statement  of  accounts  were  then  duly  passed.  Mr. 
i .  O.  Taylor  proposed  the  election  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Hackblock 
as  president  of  tbe  society  for  the  ensuing  year,  observing 
that  as  owner  of  a  Broad  in  Norfolk,  he  was  intimately 
acquain  ^d  with  matters  in  which  the  society  was  interested. 
Mr.  Steward  seconded  the  propoi  i.ion,  wlich  was  cordially 
adopted  A  vote  of  thanks  having  been  passad  to  Mr. 
Danes  the  retiring  president,  Mr.  G.  F.  Buxton,  was  re- 
appointed hon.  treasurer  Mr.  J.  C.  ChiUock  hon.  solicitor, 
Mr.  G.J.  Greene  see.-etary,  ani  Mr.  A.  J.  Rued  hon 


assistant  secretin',  with  thanks  to  them  for  their  past 
service.  Af:er  election  of  the  committee,  and  a-iange- 
monts  had  been  made  for  the  tnnual  dinner,  the  final 
subject  of  consideration  was  the  Fishery  and  Yachting 
Exhibition  at  the  Imperial  In  titute,  at  which  Mr.  Taylor, 
for  many  good  rea:0-6,  considered  the  society  sh.uld  be 
represei.t.'d.   ^^^^ 


WHILE  FISHES  SLEEP. 

Some  time  ago,  while  Profess  >r  Verrill  was  working 
with  the  United  States'  Fish  Commission,  at  Wood's 
Holl,  he  made  some  very  interesting  observations  on  fishes 
while  asle3p,  which  have  just  been  made  public  in  an 
article  in  the  American  'journal  of  Science.  These 
studies  were  unfortunately  interrupted  before  as  many 
observations  had  bsen  made  as  was  intended,  yet  the 
facts  published  are  of  very  high  interest.  Perhaps  the 
most  interesting  of  tho  discoveries  made,  was  the  quite  un- 
expected one  that  a  number  of  fis'ies  have  the  habit  of 
changing  their  colours  at  night,  and  wh'le  asleep. 

It  can  easily  be  undeisbood  that  it  was  not  ta3y  to  make 
the  observations  to  le  described.  Most  fishes  sleep  very 
lightly,  and  are  readily  awakened  by  the  least  jar,  or  by 
anything  which  causes  the  water,  in  which  they  are  rest- 
ing, to  vibrate,  and  the  utmost  care  had  to  be  taken  not 
to  awaken  them.  The  fishes  were  in  the  fish  commission's 
aquariums,  and  were  observed  usually  between  midnight 
and  2  o'clock  a.m.,  after  everyone  else  had  retired.  The 
gas  jets  near  the  tanks  were  turned  low,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  observer  to  use  as  much  caution  in  studying 
them  as  the  hunter  exercises  in  approaching  a  moose.  A 
heavy  footfall,  a  sudden  movement,  or  the  sudden  turning 
up  of  a  gas  jet  was  enough  to  awaken  the  fishes. 

In  many  cases  it  was  noticed  that  the  change  of  colour 
mentioned  consists  of  nothing  more  than  an  increase  in 
the  depth  and  intensity  of  colouring,  the  pattern  of  the 
colours  remaining  the  same.  This  is  the  case  with  several 
line's  of  flounders.  Those  that  are  spotted  or  mottled 
with  dark  colour  show  these  dark  markings  in  much 
stronger  contrast  with  tlie  ground  colour  by  night  than 
they  do  by  day.  Several  species  of  minnows,  which  are 
m  irked  either  wich  longitudinal  or  transverse  bands  of 
dark  colour,  show  thes 3  markings  as  a  decided  black  at 
night.  The  same  is  true  of  the  kingfish,  in  which  the 
obliquely  marked  transverse  stripes  of  dark  colour  come 
out  much  more  strongly  and  better  defined  at  night  tl  an 
by  day.  The  same  thing  is  true  of  the  black  sea  bass  and 
of  the  sea  robin.  Several  examples  of  the  common  bio  ok 
trout  were  observed  to  become  much  darker  at  night  than 
by  day,  but  Professor  Verrill  was  not  sure  that  these  fish 
were  really  asleep. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  trout,  flounders,  and  some 
other  fishes  have  the  power  of  measurably  changing  their 
colouts  even  in  the  daytime  to  adapt  them  to  the  colour  of 
their  surroundings.  This  power  is  possessed  by  other 
animals,  as  some  frogs  and  toads  and  some  reptiles.  For 
this  reason  a  darkening  of  colour  at  night  would  be  ex- 
pected, even  if  the  fishes  were  not  asleep.  All  such 
changes  are  undoubtedly  of  a  protective  character. 

There  are  certain  fishes,  however,  which  change  their 
colours  while  asleep  in  a  way  much  more  remarkable  than 
those  already  mentioned.  Among  these  is  the  common 
scup  or  porgy.  This  fish,  when  active  in  the  daytime,  has 
a  bright  silvery  colour,  with  iridescent  tints.  At  night 
when  asleep  its  ground  colour  is  a  dull  bronzy  hue,  and  the 
body  is  crossed  by  about  six  transverse  black  bands.  As 
this  fish  rests  in  nature  among  eel  grass  and  water  weeds, 
this  colouring,  assumed  when  sleeping,  is  obviously  pro- 
tective. But  when  one  of  thtso  fish  was  awakened  by 
suddenly  turning  up  the  gas  to  its  full  height,  it 
immediately  took  on  the  silvery  colours  of  its  daylight 
dress.  This  experiment  was  repeated  many  times  on  many 
individuals,  and  always  with  the  same  result. 

A  common  filefish  showed  a  change  in  colour  pattern 
when  asleep.  By  day  this  fish  is  mottled  with  brown  and 
dark  olive  green,  and  the  fins  and  tail  are  a  little  darker 
than  the  body.  But  when  asleep  at  night  the  body 
becomes  pallid  gray  or  nearly  white,  while  the  fins  and  tail 
change  to  a  decided  black.  Among  the  rocks  and  weeds, 
where  the  filefish  lives,  these  colours  are  in  a  high  degree 
protective. 

Besides  his  observations  on  colour  changes  in  fishes  at 
such  times,  some  odd  positions  in  sleeping  are  mentioned 
by  Prof.  Verrill.  The  filefishes,  for  example,  usually 
rested  when  asleep  on  the  bottom,  with  the  back  resting 
at  a  considerable  angle  against  the  glass  of  the  aquarium 
or  against  a  stone. 

The  common  blackfish,  or  tautcg,  has  the  odd  habit  of 
resting  upon  ore  side,  half  buried  among  the  gravel,  or 
partly  under  stones,  and  is  often  curved  in  strange 
positions.  It  is  suggssted  that  the  flounders  might  have 
originated  from  some  ancestral  form,  symmetrical  like 
most  fishes,  that,  like  the  tautog,  had  acquired  the  habit 
of  resting  on  one  side,  at  first  only  while  sleeping,  but 
afterwards  continually,  owing  to  the  greater  protection 
that  this  habit  and  its  imitative  colouring  afforded.  The 
one-sided  colouring  of  the  flounder  and  the  changes  in  the 
positions  of  the  eyes  would  gradually  follow,  in  accordance 
with  well  known  laws. 

On  several  occasions  the  common  squid  was  observed 
while  asleep.  At  such  times  it  rests  in  an  inclined 
position  on  the  tip  of  its  tail  and  the  bases  of  its  arms, 
which  are  bunched  together  and  extended  forward.  The 
head  and  the  forward  part  of  the  body  are  thus  raised 
from  the  bottom  to  give  room  for  breathing.  The  siphon 
tube  is  then  turned  to  one  side.  At  such  times  the  colour 
is  much  darker,  and  the  spots  more  distinct,  than  when 
active. — Forest  and  Stream. 


The  gannet.  or  solan  goose,  is  provided  with  an  air- 
cushion  under  its  skin  containing  about  160  cubic  inches 
of  air. 


&ott8  from  tte  J&ortf). 

A  week  of  tempestuous  weather  has  added  but  little  to 
the  season's  record  in  the  way  of  sport.  Fish  there  are  in- 
plenty  on  the  Dee,  and  not  a  few  on  the  Don,  compara- 
tively speaking,  so  that  nothing  but  the  March  gales  hat  I 

interfered  with  the  anglers'  pastime  for  the  nonce. 

Salmon  are  still  scarce  on  the  east  coast,"  even  sciroer*  I 
than  they  were  the  week  bofore  last,  when  the  top  price  I 
reached  3s.  Id.  per  lb.  (wholesale)  in  the  Aberdeen  market.  I 
The  prices  last  week  ruled  between  2s.  (id.  and  2s.  8Jd.  I 
per  lb.  _____ 

A  good  start  was  made  with  the  finnock  season  on  the  I 

Dee  towards  the  end  of  last  week.    Capt.  Mackay  had  a  I 

dozen,  Mr.  Train  twenty,  and  Mr.  Jamiesou  some  thirteen  I 

on  Saturday.    They  were  mixed  as  regards  condition,  I 

some  kelty,  but  the  majority  clean  fish.     The  finnock  I 

season  runs  on  (ill  May,  when  there  is  a  six  weeks'  closure  I 

on  account  of  the  migration  of  smolt,  after  which  there  is  I 

no  more  break  till  the  end.  Most  of  the  fish  are  being  got  I 
with  the  worm.  . 

The  Don  purification  scheme  is  about  to  be  knocked  on  I 
the  head.    The  mill  owners  are  kicking  against  their  pro-  I 
portion.    Tie  whole  scheme  was  to  cost  about  £40,000,  I 
and  their  share  was  calculated  at  £14,000.    The  city  and  I 
county  councils,  along  with  the  riparian  proprietors,  I 
were  agreeable  to  the  terms  as  far  as  they  were  concerned ;  I 
but  the  mill  owners — the  very  parties  who  create  most,  I 
if  not  all,  the  necesssity  for  the  scheme  at  all — now  I 
demur.   It  is  a  pity  matters  should  end  thus,  but  it  cannot  I 
be  for  long.    The  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  must  now  I 
seek  for  powers.    The  sooner  a  new  fishery  Act  is  sought 
for  the  better,  and  such  niggardly  action  on  the  pait  of  a 
few  wealthy  mill  owners,  who  are  already  in  possession, 
wiU  justly  tend  to  hasten  the  day  of  fresh  and  drastic 
legislation.  _____ 

That  the  present  state  of  the  Don — which  might  easily 
be  one  of  the  finest  salmon  rivers  in  the  kingdom — is  a 
standing  disgrace  to  civilisation  has  often  been  pointed 
out.  Because  a  few  mill  owners  have  rights  on  a  mile  or 
so  of  the  river  its  waters  are  to  be  utterly  rnired  for  all 
other  purposes  passes  comprehension. 

Nothing  is  doing  on  tLe  Spey.  The  weather  is  stoma 
and  cold,  and  the  sfze  of  the  river  uncertain  for  an  hour  on 
end.    Mr.  Walter  Gordon  Camming,  however,  has  had  a 

salmon  or  two  of  about  121b. 


There  is  a  proposal  among  the  larger  tacksmen  from 
Perth  Firthwards  to  buy  up  all  the  nets  on  the  Tay  and 
form  a  salmon  ring.  They  are  to  offer  an  average  rent  all 
along  the  line  and  work  them  all  as  one  concern.  Thus  a 
considerable  saving  can  reasonably  be  effected,  and  some 
other  minor  advantages.  But  the  main  thing  in  the  eyes 
of  the  syndicate  would  be  to  control  the  price  of  salmon  by 
limiting  the  consignments,  so  as  to  maintain  a  fair,  perhaps 
good  return  at  all  times.  ^____ 

Experiments  are  being  tried  on  a  small  scale  ia  Aberdeen 
in  freezing  salmon,  and  the  results  are  said  to  be  highly 
satisfactory.  ^___ 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  lately  inspecting  the  Northern 
Ice  Company's  works,  at  the  Aberdeen  harbour,  and  got 
an  inkling  of  what  can  be  accomplished  in  a  few  hours,  to 
hundreds  of  fresh  landed  fish.  They  are  practically  en- 
closed in  blocks  of  transparent  ice,  and  can  be  thus  kept 
for  any  length  of  time.  We  saw  a  201b.  autumn  fish, 
which  had  been  frozen  up  in  October  last,  cut  up,  and  it 
was  as  fresh  and  firm  as  on  the  day  it  was  killed.  Spring 
fish  have  been  as  yet  scarce.  When  they  reach  Is.  per 
lib.,  an  experiment  on  a  much  larger  scale  will  be 
attempted.   

A  roe  weighing  14£lb.  was  taken  from  a  cod  landed  by  a 
Grimsby  fishing  smack  the  other  day.    The  cod  itself 

weighed  561b. 

Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  is  about  to  introduce  a  Bill  to-, 
provide  a  close  time  for  trout  fishing  in  Scotland.  We  waif""1 
the  text  of  the  Bill  before  offering  suggestions  ;  but  a  moie 
comprehensive  measure  dealing  with  the  whole  question 
of  trout  fishing  in  Scotland,  including  a  gauge  for  trout, 
and  the  rights  of  the  public  to  free  fishing  would  be  most 
acceptable  at  the  present  juncture.  Perhaps  it  might  nob 
suit  Sir  Herbert's  politics  to  move  thus  far,  but  nothing  / 
short  of  it  will  ever  satisfy  the  angling  fraternity  on  thi* 
side  of  the  border.  "  

The  March  Brown  was  up  for  a  few  days  towards  theflB 
end  of  February  and  beginning  of  March.    Sires  then^ 
however,  nothing  has  bean  heard  on  every  hand  but  the 
howling  of  the  wintry  blast.    We  have  had  the  "  lion  I 
with  a  vengeance  this  season,  and  are  heartily  sick  of  him. 

The  total  value  of  sea  fish  landed  on  the  Coasts  of. 
Scotland  for  February  was  £115,257,  being  an  increaee  of 
£11,384  over  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The 
main  factor  in  bringing  this  about  has  been  the  spell  of 
fine  weather  enjoyed  during  the  earlier  half  of  the  month. 

The  best  taking  Hies  on  (lie  Doe  liavo  boon  the  Gordon, 
the  Magic,  the  Akroyd,  and  tho  Dunt.  The  Gordon  load* 
by  a  long  way,  and  sizes  from  2Jin.  to  Sin.  have  been  mom 
commonly  in  vogue.  _____ 

Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Talbot,  find  other  rods  on  the 
famous  Glen  Tana  water,  leased  to  them  by  Sir  \Vnx.| 
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Brooks  for  the  spring  months,  have  not  yet  made  much  of 
it  for  these  waters.  Three  and  four  fish  daily  have  been 
about  the  best  returns.  Under  better  weather  conditions 
this  might  easily  be  increased  to  eight  and  ten  per  day  at 
least.  Special  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 
A  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association  was 
held  on  March  11.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  the  meeting 
being  well  attended.    The  balance  sheet  and  auditors' 
report  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  30.  was  received  and 

I adopted.  The  minute  relating  to  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Foster  took  up  some  little  time,  but  it  was  decided  by  a 
majority  of  eleven  votes  to  accept  the  resignation.  The 
minutes  of  the  special  general  meeting,  dealing  with  Mr. 
Coles's  water  renting  scheme,  were  adopted.  Mr. 
Egerton,  of  the  Travellers'  Best  Society,  and  Mr.  W. 
Halliday,  of  the  Birmingham  Piscatorial  Society,  were 
elected  on  the  committee,  and  Mr.  Foster  as  auditor,  in 
conjunction  with  Mr.  J.  Dance.  The  arrangements  for 
the  association's  annual  dinner  are  nearly  concluded.  It 
is  decided  to  hold  it  on  Saturday,  April  3.  Only  a  limited 
number  of  tickets  issued  to  each  society,  and  application 
should  be  made  at  once  for  them.  .  The  Oak  Society  fished 
a  contest  at  Fazeley,  sixty-eight  members  taking  part, 
but  only  nine  caught  fish.  The  chief  prize  winners  were  : 
Messrs.  A.  Lacey,  first;  C.  Wainwright,  second;  and 
W.  Aldhouse,  third.  The  members  of  the  Anglers'  Pride 
Society  fished  a  contest  at  Kingswood,  about  thirty 
members  taking  part.  The  chief  prize  winners  were 
Messrs.  T.  Kimberley  and  R.  Vann.  The  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Camden  Society  was  held  on  Tuesday, 
Mr.  J.  Marsden  presided,  and  about  eighty  members 
were  present.  The  balance  sheet  and  auditors'  report 
went  to  show  that  the  sum  of  £17  4s.  9d.  lay  in  the  bank. 
Mr.  H.  Smith  was  elected  secretary,  and  Mr.  Yates 
delegate.  Mr.  C .  Wainwright  had  some  nice  bream  from 
the  Avon,  near  Warwick.  The  members  and  friends  of 
the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  are  requested 
to  note  that  the  last  of  the  Sunday  evening  recitals  will  be 
held  to-morrow,  March  21,  at  the  Crown  Hotel,  John 
Bright-street.  Chair  taken  at  7  o'clock.  The  half-yearly 
subscription  is  now  due  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion. •  Mr.  White  will  attend  at  the  Birmingham  Arms 
Hotel,  Smithfield,  on  Saturday  evening,  March  27,  to 
receive  subscriptions  from  the  Birmingham  secretaries. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  coarse  fishing  season,  which  came  to  an  end  on  the 
14th  inst.,  has  not,  generally  speaking,  been  what  may  be 
termed  a  good  one.  The  excessive  rains  at  frequent 
intervals  siace  September  have  robbed  the  pastime  of 
much  of  its  interest.  Trolling,  for  instance,  could  not  be 
prosecuted  with  any  degr<  e  of  satisfaction  under  the 
dangerous  nature  of  the  river  banks,  which  were  reduced 
to  a  state  of  quagmire,  and  the  flooded  conditions  of  the 
streams  have  from  time  to  time  caused  anglers  to  take 
more  periods  of  rest  than  usual.  The  middle  reaches  of 
the  Witham  have,  perhaps,  afforded  better  sport 
than  any,  but  the  lower  lengths  have  been  too 
much  out  of  condition  to  permit  of  much  being 
done.  On  subscription  waters,  the  Fortyfcot  yielded 
some  fine  sport  amongst  roach  during  the  summer  months, 
but  pike  fishing  fell  far  below  the  usual  standard.  The 
closing  week  saw  a  good  number  of  subscribers  at  work, 
and  although  they  concentrated  their  energies  to  districts 
where  many  big  fish  are  known  to  exht,  they  did  not 
succeed  in  beating  the  record  of  the  previous  year — a 
14-pounder — by  41b.  As  eoon  as  the  weather  becomes 
more  settled,  and  the  waters  have  got  into  condition, 
Lincolnshire  anglers  will  begin  to  turn  their  attention  to 
the  trcut  streams. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  trout  season  opened  on  Tuesday,  but  owing  to  the 
excessive  rains  the  Hnll  and  its  tributaries  are  very  much 
flooded.  The  bottom  fishers  continue  to  have  a  little 
sport  among  the  flounders  and  eels  in  the  lower  portion  of 
the  river.  At  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Hull 
Angling  and  Preservation  Society,  on  March  11,  it  was 
reported  that  the  society  had  over  100  members,  and  funds 
of  £8  odd,  after  deducting  expenses  of  restocking  waters, 
&c.  It  was  resolved  to  hold  an  open  angling  match  during 
the  season,  several  donations  to  the  prize  fund  being 
promised.  Mr.  John  Dickinson  was  re-elected  president ; 
Messrs.  H.  Usher  and  Alfred  Wrightson,  vice-presidents  ; 
Mr.    Alfred  Chappell,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  W.  Hay, 

i  secretary.     The  annual  dinner  of  the  Hull  Ramblers 

f  Anglers  Association  took  place  on  Thursday,  Mr.  A. 
Kingston  presiding.  Ihe  secretai y,  in  giving  his  report, 
Slid  that  the  society  was  in  a  very  flourishing  condition, 

•  -having  a  good  balance  in  hand  to  commence  the  season 
W  with,  also  a  number  of  prizes   left  over  from  18%. 

I  During  the  evening  the  retiring  president  (Mr.  A. 
Kingston)  was  presented  with  a  testimonial  as  a  mark  of 
esteem.  A  most  successful  smoking  concert  was  held  by 
the  Clarence  A.S.,  at  headquarters,  the  other  evening, 
when  the  secretary  (Mr.  J.  Harling)  was  presented  with  a 
testimonial  for  services  rendered.  One  of  the  exhibits 
from  Hull  at  the  Imperial  Institute  Yachting  and 
Fisheiies  Exhibition  in  May  next  will  le  a  fully  equipped 
steam  trawler,  sent  by  the  Hull  Bed  Cross  Fishing  Com- 
pany. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
K    All  the  rivers  in  the  Lake  District  are  now  open  for  trout 
"fishing;  but,  so  far,  angling  hai  not  been  much  indulged 
in  to  any  extent  in  any  quarter.    This  disinclination  on 
"the  part  of  rodaters  to  turn  out  is  entirely  owing  to  the 
wretched  weather  experienced  since  the  opening  days— t 


sleet,  snow,  rain,  and  high  winds  having  been  the  rule. 
Amongst  those  who  have  faced  the  elements  a  few  have 
met  with  better  luck  than  might  have  been  expected.  On 
the  Deiwent  near  Workington  and  Keswick,  and  also  on 
Derwentwater,  Messrs.  Pinkney,  L.  Pearson,  W.  Birkett, 
J.  Lowther,  J.  Stanley,  R.  Walker,  and  H.  Beadle  have 
had  takes  ranging  in  number  from  a  half  a  dozen  to  a 
score  and  a  half  of  fair  fish.  A  statement  interesting  to 
pisiculturists  was  made  last  week  at  a  meeting  of  one  of 
our  local  fishery  boards.  The  head  watcher  reported 
that  the  07a  at  one  of  the  hatcheries  had  been  destroyed. 
At  first  he  had  attributed  this  to  some  small  birds  getting 
through  the  wire  netting  and  eating  the  ova,  but,  after 
careful  observations,  he  had  discovered  that  mice  had 
caused  the  destruction.  He  had  caused  trap3  to  be  set  at 
this  and  another  pond,  and  in  both  cases  had  succeeded  in 
capturing  a  number  of  mice. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  annual  punishment  has  begun,  but  up  to  the  last 
day  many  of  our  men  were  enthusiastic,  and  put  in  all 
available  time.  At  Leigh  the  season  terminated  with  a 
match  for  money  prizes,  and,  after  an  enjoyable  two  hours, 
winners  were  found  for  the  prizes  in  Messrs.  B.  Monks,  A. 
Stott,  A.  Gregson,  J.  Sumner,  J.  Potter,  and  S.  Allen. 
A  new  club  is  heard  of,  this  time  from  Openshaw,  and  will 
be  known  as  the  Central  Angling  Society.  They  have  just 
had  a  jollification,  and  amongst  the  list  of  members  and 
friends  present  we  notice  tli9  names  of  many  well  known 
local  anglers.  The  St.  Helens  anglers  held  their  annual 
meeting  on  the  10th,  and  on  carefully  perusing  the  report 
it  is  certain  that  last  season  was  a  good  one.  Stocking 
their  private  waters  was  a  leading  item,  and,  whilst  looking 
after  their  own  waters,  they  generously  did  a  good  turn  by 
placing  in  the  fountain  basin  of  Victoria  Park  a  lot  of  gold 
fish  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  generally.  It  is  gratifying 
to  learn  that  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  has 
already  some  forty  affiliated  clubs  on  their  books.  The 
Wyresdale  district  is  sure  to  attract  a  lot  of  attention  from 
this  county  in  the  coming  season.  A  few  of  our  men 
were  up  there  last  week-end,  and  did  fairly  well. 

•  FROM*  MANCHESTER. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery, 
whose  headquarters  are  ia  this  city,  held  their  annual 
meeting  on  the  12th,  at  the  Spread  Eagle  Hotel,  Mr.  Tom 
Taylor  presiding.  The  report  and  balance  sheet  were 
both  satisfactory,  and  the  following  programme  for  1897 
was  adopted.  Sixth  annual  championship,  August  I  t, 
prizes  :  the  usual  medals  and  £25  in  money  prizes  ; 
referee,  Mr.  A.  C.  De  Boinville.  Fifth  annual  challenge 
shield  competition,  Sept.  4,  on  the  same  conditions  as  last 
year;  referee,  Mr.  Albert  Hartley,  Sheffield.  Fourth 
annual  junior  championship,  for  boys  ;  Sept.  4;  referee,  Mr. 
J.  E.  Chadwick,  Manchester.  The  executive  ask  all 
associations  and  clubs  to  avoid  these  dates,  as  the  fishery 
is  worked  for  all,  thereby  helping  to  promote  a  successful 
year  for  this  genuine  working  men's  enterprise.  One  of 
our  local  club3  has  just  received  a  consignment  of  fine 
yearling  rainbow  trout,  from  the  Wyresdale  fishery,  which 
are  expected  to  do  well  in  their  waters,  the  same  club  was 
early  in  the  field  with  the  introduction  of  the  king  carp 
into  their  waters.  Our  city  affairs,  in  angling  matters, 
are  jogging  along  quietly,  but  hirnioniously,  and  also 
likely  to  remain  so. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  few  catches  of  pike  have  been  obtained  during  the 
week.  Several  lots  of  nice  fish  have  been  tiken,  but 
nothing  large,  the  best  fish  of  the  week  being  14£lb.  and 
111b.  The  14£lb.  fish  was  the  first  pike  that  its  captor 
had  ever  taken.  The  weather  has  been  awfully  rough, 
and  many  waters  have  been  thick  in  consequence,  or  the 
sport  would  have  been  better.  Pike  are  now  very  for- 
ward, and  are  workirrg  on  to  the  shallows  preparatory  to 
spawning,  and  fishing  for  them  is  over,  except  in  a  very 
few  late  places,  where,  owing  to  the  shooting  and  other 
reasons,  they  are  only  fished  for  a  short  time  at  the  end  of 
the  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

On  Saturday  last,  the  members  of  the  Waltonian 
Society,  which  is  in  a  very  flourishing  state,  financially, 
held  their  closing  competition  of  the  season,  on  the  waters 
of  the  Wellington  Society  at  Shardlow.  These  had  been 
placed  at  their  disposal  by  Mr.  W.  Gaskell,  the  esteemed 
president.  The  day  was  a  typical  one  for  the  enjoyment 
of  sport,  but  the  fish  wore  not  in  a  biting  humour,  though 
the  fishers  were,  later  on,  at  the  Crown  Inn;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bates,  the  host  and  hostess,  "  baiting  up  their 
swims  "  in  rare  style.  Only  three  fish  were  taken  by  the 
eighteen  members  who  opposed  cash  other.  Two  of  these 
fell  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  T.  Ward,  who  carried  off  first 
honours,  and  the  other  to  that  of  Mr.  W.  Mills,  who 
secured  the  second  prize.  Sport  throughout  the  week- 
was  not  very  lively  at  Shardlow.  Anglers  were  out,  and 
roach  were  caught  by  the  Messrs.  Wilis,  and  Mr.  F. 
Baker.  Higher  up  the  Trent,  Mr.  J.  Birkin  had 
a  succession  of  good  days  amongst  rorch  and  bream  ; 
and  on  Tuesday  and  Friday  I  killed  as  many  big 
roach  as'  I  cared  to  carry  hoi&e.  This  winter  I  have 
ciught  more  big  roach  on  the  river  than  I  have 
creeled  for  marry  seasons  past ;  so  has  Mr.  F.  \V.  k\  Wallis, 
and  Mr.  J.  Bailey  at  Shardlow.  Very  largo  roach  have 
also  been  bagged  at  Beastonand  in  the  Clifton  and  Wit'ord 
waters.  Mr.  H.  Walker  has  taken  marry  exceeding  lib.  7oz. 
each  ;  Ire  had  one  a  l.t:le  timo  back  of  lib.  13}oz.,  and  on 
Saturday  ho  secure!  a  bream  of  Mr,  An  old  subscriber 
baited  up  a  swim  with  five  hunlred  lob-worms,  and  thought 
he  should  faring  off  a  tremendous  catch.  Ho  did — two 
I  ittle  roach!  The  biiting  was  valu?  thrown  away,  as  all 
fish,  just  prior  to  the  advent  of  tin  close  season,  feed  very 
sparingly.  Particulatly  is  this  the  c  rse  in  a  low  and  fining 
water.  Fish  are  in  the  streams,  and  what  are  caught  aro 
caught  quickly..  It  is  best  in  the  early  days  of  March  to 


roam  about,  covering  plenty  of  swims.  This  is  the  plan  I 
adopted  for  my  tikes.  On  Wednesday  the  river  was  again 
running  in  heavy  volume,  and  we  should  certainly  have 
some  salmon  up  before  long.  On  the  Dover  Beck  a  large 
quantity  of  trout  has  been  creeled  by  Messrs.  Bayson, 
Stephen  Wallis  and  others.  The  fish  were  described  as  in 
good  condition. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Coarse -fishing  has  finished  for  the  season.  Although 
the  season  did  not  wind  up  with  any  sensational  catches, 
yet  the  last  few  days  resulted  in  some  good  sport.-  On 
Thursday  Messrs.  Patterson  and  Shaw  visited  Cottam, 
and  were  successful  in  obtaining  good  sport.  At  the  same 
place  some  Sheffield  anglers  caught  a  nice  quantity  of 
roach  with  maggots.  A  large  number  of  anglers  went 
to_  the  various  fishing  places  between  Retford  and 
Wisbech  for  the  week-end  just  to  finish  the  season,  and 
most  of  them  did  fairly  well.  In  the  Witham  some 
splendid  roach  have  been  caught  at  Bardney  and  near 
the  Sincil  Dyke,  worms  having  proved  a  most  killing  bait. 
The  Horncastle  Canal  has  provided  splendid  sport 
amongst  roach.  Grayling  fishing  has  finished  in  the 
Derbyshire  Wye  and  Derwent,  and  now  trout  anglers  are 
looking  out  for  their  turn.  The  opening  weeks  of  the 
sport  in  the  Derwent  have  not  been  very  satisfactory. 
Fishing  commences  in  the  Wye  on  April  1.  The  waters 
rented  by  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  near  Amber- 
gate  are  reported  to  be  in  fine  order. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  are  again  very  high  and  discoloured,  the  heavy 
rains  on  Sunday  and  Monday  causing  every  little  stream 
to  pour  a  mass  of  muddy  water  into  both  Teme  and 
Severn,  causing  a  very  sudden  rise  in  each  river,  stopping 
all  fishing  for  a  time.  On  Friday  and  Saturday,  being  the 
last  two  days  of  the  open  season  for  coarse  fish,  there  were 
a  good  many  rods  out  and  some  good  baskets  of  fish  taken 
by  most  of  them,  but  the  dace  are  full  of  spawn  and  the 
roach  very  forward  this  season.  Mr.  Hodges,  of  the 
Berkeley  Arms  Club,  caught  a  fine  trout,  2 Jib. ,  above  the 
Disglis  Weir.  This  was  beaten,  on  Friday,  by  Mr. 
Fudger,  who  took  a  fine  fish,  4|lb.  weight.  These  fish 
were  in  very  fair  condition, 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

At  the  end  of  the  week,  the  rivers  generally  were  in 
fairly  good  trim,  but  the  stormy  weather  early  irr  the 
present  week  retarded  the  operations  of  anglers,  casting 
being  difficult.  The  outlook  for  trout  under  these  cir- 
cumstances was  not  of  the  most  cheering  character. 
There  should  be  excellent  sport  if  the  spring  is  genial,  as 
the  Yorkshire  streams  are  well  stocked  with  trout,  par- 
ticularly the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore.  The  Otley  Club 
have  turned  1000  yearlings,  and  upwards  of  2000 
two-year-old,  trout  into  the  river,  and  they  have 
nearly  100,000  ova  and  fry  in  their  hatchery.  Be 
fore  the  floods  returned  some  pike  fishing  was  done  in 
the  rreighbourhood  of  Y'ork  and  Pocklington,  and  a  few 
good  catches  of  grayling  were  made  in  the  Swale,  round 
about  Northallerton.  The  Amalgamation  of  Y'ork  Anglers 
have  resolved  to  petition  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board  orr 
the  same  lines  as  last  year,  in  favour  of  the  River  Ouse 
being  closed  during  the  ordinary  close  season,  as  are  other 
rivers  ;  and  several  representative  fly  fishers  have  expressed 
their  readiness  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  fishing  for  dace  in 
order  to  compass  this  end.  The  harm  done  by  netting  in 
the  Ouse  still  errgages  attention.  Another  arrd  more 
serious  grievance  is  the  sewage  effluent  from  the  York 
Sewage  Works,  and  cartloads  of  dead  fish  have  been  taken 
out  of  the  river. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 
H.  W.  Willson. — There  is  soma  free  fishing  in  the 
Wey,  at  Byfleet,  and  rrear  Addlestone,  arrd  also  parts 
where  Is.  per  day  is  charged.  At  Woking  there  are  two 
miles  of  excellent  free  fishings  in  the  Wey,  through  the 
Bro:id  Meads. 


Cotresponrtttttc 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinion 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

FLY  DRESSING  WAX. 

Deaii  Silt, — The  following  is  a  good  recipe  for  making 
a  good  wax  for  fly-dressing,  and  does  not  discolour  the 
most  delicate  shades  of  silk  ;  Tako  of  the  finest  pure  white 
resin  (rrot  the  amber  coloured),  Goz.,  Diachylon  Plaster, 
(tiro  Emplastrunr  Plumbs  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia), 
1J  oz.,  molt  in  a  water  bath,  and  stir  rrrrtil  thoroughly 
mixed  and  nearly  cold.  It  may  be  nrade  softer  by  the 
addition  of  a  little  tallow  ;  irr  that  case  it  should  bo  poured, 
when  nearly  cold,  into  cold  water,  arrd  afterwards  worked 
up  in  the  hand  (which  mu&t  to  perfectly  clean)  for  half  an 
hour  or  more. — Yours  faitlrt ally,  W.m.  Thomas. 

Fly  Fishers'  Club.  

Deaii  SIR,— Your  correspondent  "Ajax"  cannot  do 
better  than  write  to  Banrbridge  of  Eton  for  a  bottle  of  his 
"  white  wax."  It  is  excellent  in  everyway.  It  is  sold  irr 
pellets  irr  a  small  bottle  of  water,  price  Is.  3d.  The  pellets 
can  easily  be  extracted  by  a  long  pin,  a  lady'B  hat  pin  being 
useful  for  the  purpose.  I  havo  tied  flies  for  many  years, 
arrd  trie!  numerous  kinds  of  wax,  but  have  never  found 
anything  to  equal  this. — Yours  truly,     C.  W.  J.  Bui.i.. 

Dear  Sir,— Seeing  in  your  present  issue  a  letter  from 
"Ajax"  inquiring  about  the  above.  I  venture  to  olTer, 
through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper,  the  results 
of  my  experiments  in  this  directiorr.    1  have  not  tried 
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The  TORS  HOTEL, 

LYMOUTH,  N.  DEVON. 

THR  FINKST  POSITION  IN  THE 
WKST  OF  KNC1LAN1). 
Twenty  miles  of  (food  Trout  Pishing  Free 
to  Visitors  staying  a  wook. 


FOX  &  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

i'i  Houiis  rHOH  London. 

Fin  l  FIHHING  over  thn  prlvnto  wnt?r«  of  tie  Eur) 
of  Portmioii'li  un.l  eil'ior  lomtlcmnn  on  Mlil  Tiiw 
and  Lltt'a  Durt  to  vUlto™  nt  tho  hotel  only.  A 

i  i  muni  bin  of  Hciincin  Ticket*  nt  a  (lulnua  rain 

only  to  to  obtnlnrd  of  tho  Prop,  l.-tor  of  the  Hotol. 
Rlrera  reetookcd  with  Yeiirllnx  Trfu'.  la«t  Sprlrg 
Moilnrute  Im  unlve  tarlfl.   Heimon  commences  Maroh  I 


THE  ROSE  AND  CROWN  HOTEL, 

BAINBRIDGE,  WENSLEYDALE. 

MILES  of  Exoellent  TROUT  and  OEAYLING 
FISH  i  v  I  on  River  Yore  and  Tributaries, 
Trout,  Bream,  and  Rudd  finning  on  Lake  Semer- 
water  (the  largeBt  natural  lake  in  Yorkshire). 
Charming  scenery,  bracing  mountain  air.  Good 
accommodation.  Terms  moderate.  Lettors : 
Rose  and  Crown,  Bainbridge,  Askrigg,  R.S.O. 
Tolegrams  :  "  Rose  and  Crown.  Askrigg." 

KENDALL  and  OIIURIER,  Proprietors. 

TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nr.  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

SPORTS— Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Rudd;   also  Sea  Fishing.    Billiards  and 
Tennis.    Fishing  all  the  year  round.  No 
close  season.    Boarders  (Table  d'hote),  from 
8s.  6d.  per  day.    Nearest  Railway  Stations : 
Klngsbridge  and  Dartmouth,  O.W.R. 

W.  VICKERY,  Proprietor. 


RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

ELVER  OUSE. 
TfREE  FISBING  ALL  THE  YEAR. 

Speoial  Terms  to  Families  staying 
Three  or  Four  Days  or  longer.  Healthy 
spot ;  good  scenery.     Terms  moderate. 
Three  minutes'  walk  from  railway  station 
I..  ROLPH,  Proprietor. 

PELICAN  HOTEL, 

Beach  Street,  Deal. 

APARTMENTS  FACING  THE  SEA. 

Proprietor— J.  REED. 
EVERY  COMFORT.    GOOD  ATTENDANCE. 

PRICES  EXTREMELY  MODERATE. 


BIRDSGROVE  FISHING  CLUB, 

Ashbourne,  Derbyshire. 

There  are 

Two  Vacant  Rods 

on  this  Fishing  (River  Dov^)  this  Season. 
— For  Particulars  apply  to  Mr.  G.  M. 
Bond,  Alrewas  House,  Ashbourne. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Gentlemen  residing  at  the 
TEEWYTHEN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

LLANIDLOES, 
Have  3^  miles  of  good  Severn  Trout 
Fishing,  also  Lake  Fishing  within  3  miles 
distance.  — L.  P.  MARSHALL,  Manager. 


THE  OARHARVON  ASMS  HOTEL, 

Dnlverton  Station  (G.'W.R). 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING  in  private 
water  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Rivers  Exe and 
Barle.  Free  to  visitors.  Quite  in  the  country 
five  hours  from  London.    Golf  links  adjoinin» 

Also  the  Edgcott  Hotel,  JSiroia.  Mnes  ol  iree 
Ashing.  900ft  ojtitnde  ;  sheltered  and  com- 
fortable, p.  -yf  NELDEB 


CARRIGART,  CO.  DONEGAL  ROSAPENNA  HOTEL 

THE  Trustees  of  the  late  Earl  of  Leitrim  beg  to  inform  visitors  to  the  Donegal 
A    Highlands  that  the  above  handsome  and  capacious  Hotel  has  been  enhanced  by  every  modern 

'"'SALMON  FISHING  In  the  famous  Glen  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  rivers  Is  free  to 
Hotel  Visitors  from  April  1  to  end  of  July.  Free  access  to  numerous  lakes  and  rivers  on  the  estate 
for  WHITE  and  liROWN  TRODT  FISHING.  jv 

GOLF  LINKS,  magnificent  bathing,  delicious  air  from  tho  mountains  and  the  Atlantic. 
Under  the  nea  management  of  MB.  HIRING,  from  the  HOLHORN  RESTA  URANT. 


DULVERTON,  SOMERSET. 


/  \VK\i  twenty  miles  of  Excellent 
^  TROUT  PISHING  on  the 
EXE  and  BARLE,  and  its  Tribu- 
taries, for  Visitors  staying  at 

THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

combined  with  some  of  the  Grandest 
Scenery  in  the  West  of  England. 
Moderate  Terms.  Tariff  and  full  par- 
ticulars of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 

GOOD  TROUTING. 

Upper  Coin,  E.  Gloucestershire. 

One   and   a   Half   Miles   well  stocked. 
Amidst  the   bracing   Cotswolds.  Rods 
limited.    Daily  tickets. 
F.  Woodman,  Swan  Hotel,  Bibury. 
Pout  Town,  Fairford. 


TROUT  FISHING  on  EXE  and  BARLE. 

White  Horse  and  Crown  Hotels, 

EXFORD,  WEST  SOMERSET. 
Twenty  Miles  of  Free  Fishing  in  Exe  and 
Barle,  on  open  moor  and  inclosed  lands, 
free  to  Visitors.    Exford  close  to  Exmoor. 
Moderate  charges. 

J.  H.  Low,  Proprietor. 


FORREST  &  SON'S 
CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 

JOHN  FORRSST, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 
24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description. 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Rods  and 
Patterns  in  Flies  made  to  order.  J.  F.,  bjing  a 
Practical  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  first-class  quality." — Fishing  Gazette. 


SPECIMEN  FISH. 

Anglers  wishing  to  have  their  Specimen 
Fish  Preserved  and  Mounted  in  first-class 
style  should  send  them  direct  to 

F.  W.  ANSTISS 

(Member  of  the  Junior  Flyfishers'  Club), 

Specialist  in  Fish  Preserving  and 
Mounting, 

CHARGES  MODERATE. 

FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  LINES 
FLIES,  and  BAITS. 

And  every  description  of  Fishing  Tackle 
can  now  be  obtained  at 

23,  FIRST  STREET,  WALTON  STREET, 

CHELSEA,  LONDON,  S.W. 


Henry  Whitty. 

LATH 

EDMONDSON, 

Manufactorer  of 
Every  Description  of  Superior 

Fishing  Rods*  Tackle. 

IMPORTER  OF 

EAST  INDIA  CANES. 

DEALER  IN  ALL  KINDS  OF 

SEASONED  TIMBER  for  ROD  MAKING, 

And  Necessary  Fittings  for  same. 

MATERIALS  FOR 

AMATEUR  FLY  MAKERS. 

15,  Basnett  Street,  Liverpool. 

To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 
Green  heart.  Hickory,  or  Lancewood: 
IJin.    fin.     iin.     }in.      lin.     Jin.  2ft.  long. 
1/-    4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length. 
1/6  8d.    6d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  3Jft.  long. 

And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 
Ferrules,  Winch  Fittings,  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  suit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern,  Is.  and  Is.  6d.  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. :  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS— Hackles  in  Red,  Black, 
White,  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours,  id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles, 
ljd.  per  doz 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  ljd. ;  Snipe,  lid.  j 
Woodcock,  3d. :  Waterhen.  3d. ;  Partridge,  lid.  j 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  lid. 

Floss  and  Tyino  Silks,  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  all 
shades. 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  7s.  6d.,  10s.,  12. 8d„ 

and  21s.  each. 

Net  Ring  and  Staff,  3s.  6d.  each. 

A  Remittance  with  aft  Orders. 
Cash  Returned  if  Goods  not  Satisfactory. 

SALMON  FLIES  in  fancy  patterns,  such  as'Jock 
Scott,  Sic.  in  three  sizes,  1/3  each.  Old  Salmon  Flies 
Re  tied,  6d.  each.  Pike  Baits.  Worms,  Gentles, and 
Wasp  Bait  always  in  stock,  and  sent  to  any  address. 

LESSONS  in  FLY  TYING  and  FLYFISHING 
Terms  on  application. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world' 
post  free 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness,  and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 
m£,let£  Price  Li8ts  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 

and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omagh,  Ireland. 


WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Manchester. 


GOOD  PISHING. 

THREE-QUAETERS  of  a  MILE 

of  PRIVATE  WATER. 
With  Board  and  Apartments,  5s. 
per  week. 

King's  Arms,  Sandford-on-Thames,  Oxford 


H.  J.  TIBBATTS, 

Late  of  the  ' '  Citizen, ' '  Houndsdltch,  and  the 
"Three  Compasses,"  Cow  Cross -st. 

TTAS  the  pleasure  to  inform  his  friends 
and  brother  anglers  that  he  has  bought 
the  "  SESSIONS  HOUSE  HOTEL," 
corner  of  Clerkenwell  Road  and  Clerken- 
well  Green,  and  hopes  to  take  possession 
very  shortly.   

Due  notice  of  the  exact  date  will  he  given. 


Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of.  the 

LINDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

Boach    Is.  Per  108  yards. 

Barbel    2s.  Od.f  White 

Pike   3a.  Od.f"  or 

Salmon   4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Boach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
'  best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKER 

1,  St.  Swithin'b  Squabh,  Lincoln. 


ESTATES, 

FISHINGS,  and  SHOOTINGS  for 
SALE  or  to  LET. 

WELLAND  FISHERY. 

To  be  LET  or  SOLD. 

TW'EWLY  erected  RESIDENCE  (eight 
rooms;,  with  garden  and  small 
orchard,  on  the  prettiest  and  best  fishing 
spot  of  the  Welland's  banks,  and  near  to 
railway  station.  —  Full  Particulars  cn 
application  to 

G.    M.  DEAN, 

EASTGATE  VILLA, 
MARKET  DEEPING. 


TROUT  FISHING 


RIVER  TEST 

To  be  LET 

IfOR  the  ensuing-  season.  Kent  U-H 
Near  railway  station,  and  one 
hour  and  three-quarters  from  London. — 
Apply  to  Mr.  Allan  Herbert,  Estate 
Agent,  Andover,  Hants. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

r£0  LET,  from  May  1  to  Oct.  1,  the 
SKREKN  WATERS,  comprising 
about  lg  miles  of  SALMON  and  TROUT 
FISHING  in  the  Wye,  within  five  minutes 
walk  of  railway  station. 

Hotel  Accommodation  can  be  had  on 
the  spot,  or  at  Builth,  or  Three  Cocks 
about  seven  miles  away. 
Apply  to— 

A.  G Wynne  Vauohan,  Solicitor, 

The  Strand,  Builth. 


SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING 

JN  the  West  of  Ireland,  principally 
from  the  bank,  and  commencing  close 
to  house.  .£3  3s.  per  week,  including 
board,  lodging,  and  fishing  ;  most  com- 
fortable, no  extras,  good  cooking. — Apply 
"  S.,"  c'o  Pike's  Library,  Blandford- 
street,  W. 

M  ARLOW-  ON  -THAM  E  S. 
TROUT  FISHING. 

QENTLEMEN    during    the  Trouting 

Season  are  offered  special  and  in-  J 
elusive  terms  either  for  a  short  visit  or  . 
the  run  of  season.-  Full  information  given 
as  to  times  and  places  of  feeding  fish. 

Please   write   in    advance  to  C.   L.  J 
Mathews,  Walton    House,  Marlow-on- 
Thame3. 


TROUT  FISHING, 

HAMPSHIRE. 


T>  OD  to  L  BT  in  well-known  CIl 
1V  Water,  well  stocked  with  big  Troii 
Apply  ''Anton,"  Phillipaon'a  l.ihiar 

Kingston. 


MOUFOLK,  within  three  miles  of  tho 
1  far-lnmcd Wroxham  Broad. — To  LET, 
Furnished,  with  possession  on  April  Cth 
next,  a  comfortable  RKSIDKNCK  ;  three 
rcci'ptioii,  ten  bedrooms  ;  good  gardens 
and  stabling;  excellent  fishing,  and  use  of 
sailing  boat  and  pony  and  trap.-  Apply  to 
Ci.owick.  :iiid  Nash,  Auctioneers  and 
Estate  Agents.  Dunk  Chambers.  Norwich. 
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Rogan's  wax,  but  the  following  mixture  I  have  proved  to 
be  most  reliable  in  every  way:   Take  any  clean  vessel 
(capable  of  being  heated)  and  place  therein  2oz.  of  best 
colophony  (fine  white  resin)  and  melt  thoroughly.  When 
this  is  effected  add  foz.,  or  rather  more,  "cerecene" 
(this  latter  is  a  pure  form  of  white  ozokerit,  and  is  used  in 
the  electric  cable  trade).    Allow  these  to  thoroughly  mix. 
To  ascertain  whether  the  proportions  are  quite  correct, 
dip  a  knitting  needle  into  the  hot  mixture  in  the  vessel, 
and  plunge  into  cold  water,  and  stir  aboat.    When  felt  by 
the  nail  the  mixture  on  the  needle  should  be  neither  too 
brittl)  nor  too  "tacky."    If  the  former,  add  a  small 
lump  of  cerecene ;  if  too  "  tacky,"  add  colophony.  Then, 
when  the  mixture  is  still  quite  hot,  pour  into  a  pie 
dish  fall  of  cold  watar,  and  leave  for  ten  miuutes.  Then 
commence  t)  pull  about  under  water  with  clean  fingers, 
and  finally  lift  cut  of  water  and  pull  into  strings,  doubling 
tl  e?e  when  about  1ft.  long,  and  carrying  out  this  operation 
till  the  whole  is  a  white  mass.    Then  cut  into  pieces  about 
Jin.  s  mare.    I  have  tried  so  many  bought  waxes,  and  have 
tiied  so  many  experiments  with  indifferent  results,  that  I 
tickled  this  subject  again  last  winter,  and  have  been  amply 
rewarded  for  my  rains,  as  I  have  now  a  nearly  perfect  wax 
that  works,  and  with  it  I  have  tied  some  400  flies  of  all 
sorts  since  Jan.  1  of  this  year.    The  foregoing  description 
may  be  verbose,  but  you,  sir,  cin  cut  and  trim  it  down  to 
your  liking.    I  shall  be  pleased  to  communicate  direct 
with  "  Ajax  "  if  he  wishes  it.  Hoping  this  communication 
may  be  of  use  to  brother  anglers. — Yours,  &c, 

'  John  Shipp. 

FLY  FISHING  FOR  COARSE  FISH. 
Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  inquiry  in  your  issue  of 
Feb.  27,  re  taking  coarse  fish  with  a  fly,  I  beg  to  say  I 
always  use  a  fly  rod  for  same.  I  rented  water  close  to  my 
house  for  ten  years  (for  fishing  with  fly  only)  which  con- 
tained a  quantity  of  roach  and  perch,  and  have  taken  my 
rod  (ready  for  action)  at  seven  in  the  morning  and  caught 
121b.  of  roach,  with  small  gray  fly,  before  nine.  It  all 
depends  on  keeping  out  of  sight,  as  if  the  roach  see  you 
casting  they  are  off.  I  used  to  plant  myself  in  a  bend  of 
stream  that  ran  into  the  pod  and  cast  into  the  pool,  and 
have  had  two  roach  at  a  time  of  Jib.  each.  I  have  tried  all 
kinds  of  sport,  but  I  think  nothing  equals  fly  fishing.  I  have 
fished,  from  9  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  wading  all  day,  but  I 
li'ce  something  to  show  for  it.  I  may  say  the  skin  of  a 
maggot  on  with  the  fly,  and  let  it  sink,  is  an  excellent 
bait.— Yours  truly,    Reuben  Heaton. 

A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  tit'a,  "  Dragnet" 
iu  his  "  Jottings  "  credit*  me  with  taking  twenty  fish  from 
the  Little  Ouse  in  four  hours,  "average  weight  fib. 
apiece."  This  is  purely  imaginary,  es  all  my  fishing  this 
season  has  been  in  private  waters,  and  I  have  not  taken  a 
pike  worth  mentioning  from  the  liver  since  1895. 
"  Dragnet's"  informant  (Mr.  Rolph)  has  evidently  been 
made  the  victim  of  an  argler's  "  jam,"  and  I  think  it  a 
pity  that  erroneous  reports  concerning  the  "  gentle  art" 
should  be  published  in  your  valuable  raper. — Yours  truly, 

R.  Randall. 

"Perhaps  Mr.  Rolph  can  answer  this. — Ed. J 

A  WAIL  FROM  THE  WEST. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  much  surprised  in  reading  the  weekly 
reports  from  your  usually  well  informed  correspondent  at 
Ballystamon  regarding  the  river  Bundrowas,  that  he 
makes  no  reference  to  a  serious  matter  which  is  agitating 
the  minds  of  the  natives,  and  causing  considerable  friction 
in  the  vicinity  cf  Bundoran  and  Kinlough. 

1  refer  to  the  notices  posted  all  around  the  Bundrowas 
i iver,  and  inserted  in  the  local  newspaper.',  probk  king  1 11 
fisting  in  the  stream,  which  is  now  to  be  strictly  preserved. 

Considering  that  there  are  several  lengths  <  f  the  river 
Bp  cifically  ircluded  in  this  precious  notice  —  notally 
Edonvile,  Gubacreeny,  Doobaily,  and  Tullagban  — which 
have  always  been  free  to  the  fair  fisherman  from  pre- 
fcistoi  i ; — if  not  pre-Adamite — times,  I  very  much  question 
if  Lord  Massy  is  within  his  legal  rights  in  thus  endeavour- 
ing to  deprive  the  public  of  a  privilege  it  has  enjoye  d  v.  i  h- 
out  let  or  hindrance  from  time  immemorial.  In  any  case, 
surely  the  tenant  farmei  s.  through  whose  land  tie  river 
runs,  should  have  some  voi  e  -  if  no  locus  stanii—in  th< 
matter.  Certainly,  a  more  ill-advised  step,  from  a  Iocs, 
s'andpe  int,  was  rever  attempted,  for  not  only  does  it  lead 
to  rancorous  feelings  amongst  the  tenants  generally,  but  it 
aho  operates  against  the  tourist  angler  (no  mean  factor  in 
the  coming  prosperity  of  the' neighbourhood),  which  he 
wi  1  not  be  slow  to  recognise'. 

I  should  be  glad  of  an  expre  si  n  of  opinion  as  to  the 
legal  aspect  of  this  question  from  some  of  your  readers,  and 
in  conclusion  have  to  express  my  regret  and  surprise  that 
so  good  a  sportsman  as  Lord  Massy  should  acquiesce  in 
■uch  an  arbitrary  measure. — Yours  truly, 

Liverpool.  Vox  Popui.i. 

[Vox  Popnli  is  not  always  or  often  Vox  Dei.  This  is 
the  notice  our  correspondent  refers  to. — Ed.  Estat 
of  Lord  Massy. — Bundrowes  Fishery,  County  Leitrim, — 
Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  fisbiDg  in  the  river  Bun- 
drowas, adjoining  the  Townlands  of  Rcsfriar,  Lareen, 
Mullinaleek,  Fdenville,  Gubacreeny,  Doobaily,  and  Tul 
laghan.  is  strictly  preserved.  Any  pi  rs  in  found  trespass 
ing  will  be  prosecuted.  (By  order)  J.  B.  Barrington. 
Limeiijk  Es'ates  Office,  Limerick,  February  1,  189" 

TBE  AUTOMATIC  REEL, 
Sir,— I  should  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  one  of  yr  ur 
readers  who  have  given  the  automatic  reel  a  fair  trial  in 
actual  tithing  if  he  would  tell  me  whether  it  practically 
•   answered  his  expectations),  and,  if  so,  whether  he  would 
explain  the  way  to  use  it. 

Some  say  that  the  spring  is  not  strong  enough  to  pull 
in  a  Jib.  trout.    Others  eay  that  this  depends  upon  the 


way  in  which  the  spring  is  manipulated,  and  one  would 
like  to  know  this  secret,  if,  indeed,  -the  reel  can  be 
recommended.  Would  it  be  of  a  decided  advantage  in 
loch  fishing  ?— Yours  truly,  Doubtful. 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  ASHFORD,  KENT. 
Sir, — Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  as  to  whether 
there  is  any  trout  fishing  at  or  near  Ashford  in  Kent,  and, 
if  so,  how  obtainable,  and  what  flies  to  take  ? — Yours  in 
anticipation,    Rambler. 

HONEST  HORSEHAIR  WANTED. 
Sir, — Could  you,  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers, 
inform  me,  through  the  correspondence  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  where  really  good,  honest  horsehair,  of  a 
chestnut  or  sorrel  colour,  can  be  obtained.  I  have  fre- 
quently read  in  works  on  angling  of  single  horsehair 
lifting  dead  weights  of  lib.,  l^lb.,  and  even  up  to  21b.,  but 
I  am  afraid  such  is  very  rare.  I  have  bought  horsehair 
through  advertisements  in  angling  papers,  but  I  obtained 
such  thick,  flat,  worthless  stuff  that  I  have  given  up 
buying  it.  Though  it  is  recommended  for  all  who  can 
fish  fine,  those  who  recommended  it  in  place  of  drawn  gut, 
do  not  state  where  it  can  be  purchased  or  obtained.  I  am 
sure  there  are  other  readers  of  F.  G.  besides  myself  who 
wculd  gladly  profit  by  your  advioe. — Yours  truly, 

R.  H.  Pickering. 


FISHING  TWENTY  MILES  FROM  MANCHESTER 
WANTED. 

Sir,— Would  any  reader  kindly  give  me,  through  the 
medium  of  your  columns,  some  information  as  to  the 
trout  fishing  to  be  obtained  in  Cheshire  or  Derbyshire, 
within  a  radius  of  about  twenty  miles  round  Manchestr  r, 
and  including  Buxton  district.— Yours,  &c,      G.  P.  P. 

PRUSSIAN  CARP. 
Dear  Sir— Last  August  I  caught  several  Prussian 
carp  from  a  small  pond,  the  largest  weighed  lib.  8oz.  Do 
you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  consider  this  a  large  fish,  for 
its  kind,  ard  is  the  Prussian  carp  a  very  common  fish. — 
Yours,  &c  ,  W.  J.  Child. 

There  is  much  diversity  of  op'n'on  among  ichthyolo- 
gists as  to  Prussian  and  Crucian  carp.  Dr.  Giinther  con- 
siders them  merely  a  variety  of  the  one  species.  A  fish  of 
21b.  is  a  good  specimen ;  but  instances  of  greater  weight 
occur.  There  are  fish  of  31b.  15oz.,  and  21b.  4oz.,  in  the 
Piscatorial  Society's  collection,  and  one  of  2lb.  |oz., 
caught  by  Mr.  R.  L.  Pugh,  of  the  Friendly  Anglers'  A.S. 
Yarrell  considered  them  distinct,  and  says  that  the 
Crucian  is  flat  and  bream-like,  whilst  the  Prussian  is 
rounder  and  carp-like.]  _____ 

THE  GUIDE  TO  SEA  FISHING. 
Sir,— Mr.  Aflalo  las  touched  the  spot  in  his  paper  in 
last  week's  issue  of  the  F.G.,  and  has  indirectly  shown  the 
only  weak  place  in  the  B.S.A.S.  It  seems  to  me  that 
there  is  too  little  tie  between  the  society  and  us  country 
members,  who  cannot  attend  smokers,  hear  papers,  or 
even  dine  with  our  fellow  members.  I  am  not  disloyal, 
and  do  not  suggest  that  we  don't  get  enough  for  our 
money,  for  busy  men  who  live  120  miles  away  from  town, 
don't  expect  to  receive  much.  In  this  in3tance_it  will 
be  "more  b'e3sed  to  give,"  and  I  feel  sure  our  interest 
will  increase  immeasurably  if  we  can  have  a  finger  in  the 
pie,  and  contribute  towards  the  spoit  of  others.  We  can 
do  a  great  deal  by  sending  up  accurate  reports  whenever 
we  go  a  sea-fishing.  These  reports  should  be  on  definite 
lines,  such  as  Mr.  Aflalo  suggests,  and  could  be  worked  up 
at  headquarters  into  a  most  valuable  guide.  The  special 
form  our  guide  should  take  must  be  left  to  the  book 
makers  of  the  lOiieiy.  If  in  a  book  form,  it  must  be 
revised  every  year,  and  brought  up  to  date  like  the  various 
medical  annuals.  I  should  ttink,  however,  that  e 
monthly  issue  could  be  made  to  pay  with  advertisements 
a  small  charge  to  members,  and  a  larger  one  to  non- 
members.  A  still  better  idea,  from  our  point  of  view,  is 
that  you,  sir,  should  allow  all  such  reports  to  appear  in 
the  F.G. ;  but  I  fancy  I  already  hear  the  ominous  growl 
of  the  thousands  of  fly  rod  fishermen,  thinking  they  will 
be  crowded  out.  Such  weekly  reports,  together  with  an 
annual  resume  of  them,  would  soon  develop  into  an 
accurate  guide  for  the  sea  fisherman.  I  shall  be  only  too 
pleased  to  do  what  little  I  can  to  help  this  movement. 
May  I  suggest  that  the  B.S.A.S.  committee  should  get 
out  printed  forms  for  reports  and  circulate  them  amongst 
their  members  ?— Youw,  &c  ,  Presi  dent. 

Bristol.  .  .  .. 

[We  hope  presently  to  arrange  for  a  series  on  the  lines 
suggested  by  Mr.  Aflalo.— Ed. J 

THOBNEY  WEIR  HOUSE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  inclose  you  a  circular  which  you  will  sec 
was  put  before  the  publb  in  1889,  and  Mr.  Senior  a 
opinion.  He  doubted  my  success,  but  it  is  practically  One, 
and  but  for  the  vile  stato  of  the  sewage  over  which  the 
Thames  Conservancy  has  only  control  over  the  pollutioi 
of  tributaries,  1  should  have  had  us  many  natural-bred  lidi 
as  ODe  cou'd  require.  The  fish  on  my  artificial  redds  per 
form  the  natural  functions  every  year,  but  the  ova  gets 
smothered.  If  my  men  place  a  can  of  bait  in  the 
river  (clcs:  to  the  house),  in  lesi  than  twelve  hours 
you  nor  anyone  else  could  distinguidi  of  what  mat-rial  the 
can  is  made  of,  eo  covered  il  it  with  minute  particle .  ot 
floating  sewage  deposit  and  fancy  that  after  ten  years 
appeal  to  the  authorities  for  redress  in  matters. or 
sewage  independent  of  what  is  forced  into  the  I  hamej 
for  Londoners  to  drink.  The  Conservancy  other  rj 
themselves  compu'o  that  not  less  than  three  tons  per 
diem  passes  ixto  the  river,  thence  to  the  Thames. 
Further  the  authorities  and  the  landlords  have  never 
expended  one  penny  in  taking  from  the  river  the  filthy 


accumulation,  or  the  natural  deposit  (to  which  every 
river  is  liable)  from  autumn  falls  and  floods.  My  plan  is 
taken  from  "  Nature;  "  so  truthful  and  simple,  and  only 
requires  assistance  and  capital  to  perfect  it.  No  model  or 
design  would  be  of  avail,  as  the  alteration  must  be  made 
locally  according  to  the  position  of  the  river.  You  know, 
being  a  salmon  fisher,  that  every  particular  rocky  spot  in  a 
tidal  river,  where  fish  rest  and  are  caught  with  the  rod, 
has  a  local  name,  and  there  may  be  yards  by  the  hundred, 
or  even  miles  of  water  between  and  off  those  particular 
spots.  I  could  enumerate  fifty  or  more  on  six  miles  of  the 
Tweed.  Not  a  fish  cf  importance  has  been  known  to  ba 
caught,  although  runDiug  up  both  spring  and  fall.  My 
principle  is  to  assist  rature,  not  to  interfere  with  her. 
There  are  certain  positions  of  rivers  where  a  mile  of 
water  is  of  little  value.  I  have  found  it  in  mcst  rivers, 
but  I  yet  cannot  express  why,  but  it  is  generally  due 
West  and  East.  I  think  it  is  the  light.  Perhaps  with 
your  experience  you  could  give  me  some  idea.  I  am 
sorry  to  trouble  you,  I  will  do  my  best  to  oblige,  but  1 
think  a  model  rf  little  use;  it  would  require  so  much 
explanation.  If  this  is  any  information,  I  shall  not  have 
wasted  my  time  with  scribble.— Yours  faithfully, 

T.  W.  Murray. 
[We  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  Colue  bjing  poisoned  in 
this  way.— Ed.]   

POSITION  OF  WINGS  IN  ARTIFICIAL  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir— Seeing  Mr.  Cartwright's  letter  about 
Alders  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  has  induced  me  to  write 
about  some  experiments  of  mina  with  regard  to  the 
dressing  of  flies  sooner  than  I  had  intended. 

I  have  noticed,  for  some  time,  that  in  the  flies  supplied 
by  fly  dressers  the  wings  are  always  upon  practically  the 
same  plane  in  relation  to  the  body,  whereas  in  the  natural 
flies  I  have  observed  that  the  wings  lie,  broadly  speaking, 
in  three  distinct  planes. 

1.  In  planes  nearly  vertical  to  the  b:dy  (as  the  wings  of 
artific:al  flies  are  usually  put  on),  which  occurs  in  the 
March  Brown,  duns,  spinners,  and  May  Fly.    (If  a  trans- 


Fig.  i. 


o' 


Fig  2. 


Fig.  Si 

verse  section  of  the  fly  be  taken,  the  aocoinranying 
diagrams  will  show  the  relation  of  the  wings  to  the  body. 
(See  Fig.  1.) 

2.  The  wings  lie  on  each  side  of  the  body,  the  places 
meeting  at  an  ang'e  at  their  upper  margin  near  the  head, 
and  gradually  diverging  towards  their  lower  margins  and 
their  other  ends.  This  occurs  in  the  Aider,  Sand  Fly,  &c. 
(See  Fig.  2.) 

3.  The  wings  lie  in  a  horizontal  plane,  as  in  the  common 
house  fly.  (See  Fig.  3.)  ... 

These  positions,  of  course,  refer  to  the  wings  US  a  st.  t  a 
of  rest;  but  I  have  never  seen,  in  the  ca3e  of  the  blue- 
bottle, Sand  Fly,  Alder,  and  several  other  flies,  the  wings  in 
the  position  they  are  usually  placed  in  the  artificial  fly. 

Taking  the  Alder  as  an  example,  as  Mr.  Caitwright  has 
mentioned  it  particularly,  the  position  most  easy  to 
imitate,  in  which  I  have  seen  its  wings,  when  it  has  been 
on  the  water,  has  been  when  they  are  almost  in  tho  posi- 
tion of  rest,  except  that  they  are  slightly  extended.  1 
have  never  seen  them  as  they  are  usually  put  on  in  the 
artificial  fly,  and  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  get  in  that 
position  without  external  violence. 

I  should  like  to  mention  here,  incidentally,  that  all  the 
Alders  I  have  seen  have  had  a  dark  brown,  rather  shinjv 
body,  while  most  of  the  artificial  Alders  have  a  peacock 
herl  body,  which,  besides  not  being  the  natural  colour, 
makes  them  about  twice  the  natural  thickness. 

I  am  sending  some  Aiders  dressed  according  to  my 
design,  as  tho  fact  that  artificial  Aide™  are  not  a  good 
imitation  of  tho  natural  fly,  has  I  con  pnt:cu'arly  notice*. 
Messrs.  Ogden  and  Sojtford  dressed  the  flies,  mil  have 
taken  great  trouble  about  them. 

I  have  had  soveral  other  flios  dressed,  trying  to  cany 
out  my  idea,  which  I  OOnjdder  moro  important  than  the 
Alder  for  I  have  noticed  lie  fact  you  mentioned  as  to  the 
Alders  not  being  veiy  frequently  upon  the  water.  I  DM  ant 
to  have  tried  the  Hies  before  writing,  but  should  now  b" 
very  glad  if  anyone,  who  should  think  it  worth  while  tryiug 
them,  would  let  me  know  the  result.  Messrs.  Ogden  and 
Bcotford,  Loicester-squur.',  wculd  be  able  to  supply  the 
flies  according  to  my  pattern. 

I  should  have  liked  to  have  writ  ten  moro  on  this  subject, 
which  interests  me  very  much,  but  am  afraid  I  have 
ii lrcady  encroached  too  much  upon  your  space.— Yours 
truly,  Chari.es  Walker. 

P.S.— I  also  enclose  two  Alders,  dressed  to  my  design 
by  the  Army  and  Navy  Store.).  I  have  jut  received  them , 
and  think  them  very  good. 


220 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  20,  1897 


FISH  WITH  PUG  NOSE. 

Dear  Sir, — I  inclo3e  you  a  smelt  with  apparently 
injured  mouth,  which  you  may  like  to  note  in  the  F.  G. — 
Yours  faithfully,  A.  T.  C. 

Ipswich. 

[It  is  not  a  very  uncommon  mal Formation,  and  makes 
the  fish  look  as  if  he  had  had  his  upper  jaw  driven  into  his 
head. — Ed.]  ___ 

THE  "VALOR"  AND  OTHER  EOD  RESTS, 
Dear  Sir, — Seeing  in  your  last  issue  a  diagram  of  a  rod 
rest,  which  is  described  as  new,  allow  me  to  enclose  you 
the  pattern  of  one  I  have  had  in  my  possession  for  the  last 
sixteen  years— and  there  are  others  ia  cur  society  that 


have  them  ;  the  sketch  is  not  very  artistic,  hut  serves  the 
purpose  to  show  "  Tho  Valor  Company  "  that  they  must 
take  a  back  seat. — I  remain,  Yours  respectfully, 

Jas.  D.  Dyer  (Hon.  Secretary  P.P.A.S.). 
9,  Ordnance-row,  Portsea,  March  12. 


Mr.  Dyer's  letter  reminded  us  of  the  name  of  the 
nveutor  of  a  rod  rest  very  similar  to  the  "  Valor,"  viz.,  our 
old  correspondent  Mr.  C .  L .  Mathews.  We  wrote  to  him  to 
ask  for  the  loan  of  an  illustration  of  his  Bod  Holder,  and 
he  replied  as  follows : — 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  regret  I  have  not  a  block  to 
send  you,  but  do  the  next  best  thing,  viz.,  send  one  of  the 
orieinal  "adjustable  rod  holders,"  as  made  ia  1881,  and 
noticed  and  advertised  ia  the  Fialiing  Gazette  at  the  time. 
I  have  by  me  the  first  rough  model  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  showing  yon  in  Fetter  Lane  (over  the  way)  before 
patenting.  I  must  thank  your  Portsea  correspondent  for 
writing  you— of  course,  I  saw  the  notice  and  diagram  in 
F.  G.,  of  the  Cth  inst.,  but  was  quite  of  opinion  that, 
soorer  or  later,  you  would  discover  the  oversight,  and 
point  out  to  your  readers  that  the  "  Valor  "  was  merely  a 
copy  of  my  invention,  which  has  been  in  the  hands  of 
thousands  of  anglers  for  so  many  years. — Yours  faithfully, 

Waltcn  House,  0.  L.  Mathews. 

Mario  w-on-Thames. 

[When  the  manager  of  the  Valor  Co.  first  sent  us  the 
rod  rest,  we  replied  :  "  It  is  strong,  and  simple,  but  we  do 
not  know  that  it  is  greatly  better  than  similar  rod  rests, 
which  have  been  on  the  market  for  many  years,  but  we 
certainly  prefer  it  to  some  of  them."  We  tried  to  find 
illustrations  of  other  holders,  but  had  not  time  to  search 
sufficiently. — Ed.]  - 

THE  RIVER  COSTA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  can  quite  join  in  Mr.  Brierley's  admira- 
tion for  the  famous  Costa  River.  I  know  no  better 
grayling  water  in  Yorkshire,  but  trout  are  not  to  be  had 
in  any  number  except  in  May  Fly  time.  Mr.  Brierley  will 
pardon  my  pointing  out  a  few  errorj  in  his  interesting 
notes. 

Mr.  E.  Mitchell  is  hon.  sec.  of  the  Costa  Club,  and  not 
Mr.  Suffick,  who  is  sec.  of  the  new  and  quite  separate  body, 
called  the  Pickering  Fishery  Association,  who  preserve 
the  small  stream  running  through  the  town,  which  rises 
5n  the  moors,  and  is  subject  to  floods,  unlike  the  Costa,  which 
Mr.  Brierley  correctly  describes  as  flowing  from  a  large 
keld,  acting  as  a  regulating  reservoir.  Thus  it  is  clear 
and  fishable  when  neighbouring  streams  are  running  like 
soup.  Three  weeks  ago,  after  heavy  rain,  I  took  a  brace 
of  grayling  and  three  trout,  with  fly,  in  the  Costa,  the 
latter  fish  were  duly  returned— they  always  are,  1  notice, 
by  your  conscientious  contributors.  The  trout  gave 
promise  of  being  in  nice  condition  at  the  opening  of  the 
season  April  10.  The  grayling  fishing  closed  on  July  28. 
The  Costa  Club  was  formed  many  years  prior  to  1881. 
The  Pickering  Beck  Association  have  a  small  hatchery 
and  turn  about  3000  fry  into  their  strflam,  but  not  the 
Costa. 

I  do  not  like  finding  fault  and  pointing  out  errors,  but 
the  well  known  veracity  of  anglers  must  be,  at  times,  vindi- 
cated.—Yours,  &<s„         .  P.  M.  Pearson. 

MARKING  FISH. 
Dear  Sir,— Some  months  ago  I  suggested  a  plan  of 
marking  fish  by  attaching  a  small  aluminium  label  by  a 
piece  of  wire  of  the  same  material  to  all  undersized  fish 
that  were  caught,  and  a  friend  of  mine,  who  fishes  a  great 
deal,  promised  to  help  me  in  this.  He  has  been  fishing 
up  and  down  the  Channel,  and  hu,i  attached  many  labels 
to  various  kinds  of  lish,  and  these  havo  been  carefully  put 


back  again  into  the  water  alive.  The  labels  were  all 
stamped  Hearder,  Plymouth,  and  also  a  number,  a  record 
of  which  was  kept  with  the  class  of  fish,  the  size,  and 
weight,  the  locality,  and  date  on  which  the  fi«h  were 
caught.  I  should  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  could 
ascertain  amongst  any  fishermen  whether  any  of  these  fish 
have  been  re-caught  •  and  I  should  like  to  be  informed  of 
any  captured.  My  object  is  to  ascertain  how  fish  migrate 
and  how  fast  they  grow. 

A  naturalist,  who  fishes  a  good  deal  for  salmon  in 
Sweden,  is  thinking  of  trying  the  same  plan,  so  as  to  find 
out  if  the  fish  come  back  to  th9  same  river  again  after 
going  to  sea.— Yours,  &c,  W.  Hearder. 

FISH  DISEASE  IN  AQUARIUM. 
Dear  Sir, — 1  "sea  an  interesting  query  on  this  subject 
in  last  week's  issua.  Unlucki'y,  the  writer  does  not 
describe  those  "  g'obular  transparent  spots  "  very  exactly ; 
but  one  would  suspect  them  to  be  air  bubbles,  such  as  form 
rouud  the  filaments  of  all  fungoid  diseases.  If  they  turn 
out  to  be  such  a' good  plan  would  he  to  empty  the  tanks 
one  by  one,  wash  each  thoroughly  with  strong  brine,  or 
better  still,  a  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate  (1  ia  I0O0 
would  be  strong  enough).  Then  wash  out  that  tank,  fill 
it  with  salt  water,  give  each  inhabitant  a  dip  in  it,  and 
treat  each  tank  ia  the  same  way  till  the  whole  set  have 
been  disinfected.— Yours,  &c  ,    '  T.  Spence. 

THE  "  DAGONET  "  LETTER  CARD. 

Dear  Sir, — We  have  much  pleasure  in  handing  you  a 
specimen  of  our  "  Dagonet "  letter  card.  Our  object  has 
been  to  solve  the  problem  of  notepaper  and  envelope 
combined  in  the  simplest  form.  Only  two  strips  of  gum 
have  to  be  moistened,  and  the  short,  perforated  edges  are 
easily  torn  off.  The  card  gives  to  the  receiver  address 
with  post-mark  and  letter  in  one  piece.  A  letter  of  400 
words  can  easily  be  written  on  the  "Dagonet"  card, 
which  can  be  made  in  any  quality.  The  price  is  Gd.  per 
packet  of  thirty  cards. — Most  obediently  yours, 

174,  Strand.  Beechings  Limited. 

[Very  simple  and  useful;  only  we  think  the  name  is 
rather  too  prominent. — Ed.] 

LOUGH  CURRANE,  WATERVILLE,  CO.  KERRY. 

Dear  Sir, —  This  lough  is  considered  by  experienced 
anglers  to  be  the  best  for  fishing  in  Ireland. 

Salmon  fishing  opens  oa  Feb.  1,  and  during  this  month 
the  mode  of  fishing  is  trolling  with  Phantoms,  Minnows, 
and  gravellings.  Fly  fishing  begins  in  March  and  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  season.  The  popular  flies  here  are 
Claret  Blue,  and  Olive.  These  flies  and  and  all  o'.her 
tackle  can  be  had  locally  from  McCarthy  and  Son's. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1895,  190  salmon  were  landed 
with  rod  and  line  from  this  lake,  and  on  Feb.  1,  1897, 
twenty-two  salmon  were  landed. 

Sea  or  white  trout  fishing  begins  about  June  1  aad  is 
generally  first-class  in  June,  July,  August,  and  September. 
There  is  also  a  gcoi  run  of  spring  troiat  in  May,  which  are 
generally  taken  with  salmon  tackle. 

The  lake  measures '  about  eight  miles  in  circumference, 
and  boats  and  fishermen  can  always  be  had  at  Bay  View 
Hotel  at  fixed  and  moderate  charges.  This  hotel  is  only  a 
few  minutes  walk  from  the  lake  and  is  beautifully  situated 
overlooking  Ballinskilligs  Bay,  and  visitors  staying  at  this 
hotel  have  the  privilege  of  free  fishing  on  the  lake  as  well 
as  the  exclusive  fishiDg  on  the  river  Inny. 

There  are  four  other  lakes  not  very  far  from  the  hotel 
on  which  first-class  white  trout  fishing  can  he  got  in  July 
August,  and  September.  Permission  to  fish  these  lakes 
can  be  had  by  ticket  from  the  proprietors  at  the  hotel. 

The  Inny  river,  two  miles  from  Waterville  is  one  of  the 
prettiest  rivers  in  the  country  to  fish,  and  is  exclusively  an 
autumn  liver,  as  salmon  do  not  run  up  before  the  begin- 
ning of  July.  This  river  can  be  fished  from  the  banks, 
and  there  are  lovely  pools  on  it. 

There  is  also  first-class  sea  fishing  to  be  had  in  the  Bay 
in  July,  August,  and  September,  including  bass,  whiting, 
pollack,  bream,  and  gurnard,  also  excellent  bathing  and 
boating. 

The  scenery  is  the  finest  in  Ireland  and  the  situation  of 
the  lake  is  very  unique,  being  only  200yds.  from  the  sea. 

Waterville  can  be  reached  from  London  in  twenty-three 
hours.  Leaving  Kusfcpn  by  the  night  mail  and  booking  for 
Caherciveen  Station  you  arrive  there  next  evening  at  5.48, 
and  cars  meet  the  arrival  of  the  tiains  to  bring  visitors  to 
Waterville  in  time  for  dinner. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Bay  View  Hotel  has  also  leased 
the  shooting  of  the  well  known  Marquis  of  Lansdown's 
estates  as  well  as  one  or  two  others  28,t)00  acres  in  extent, 
and  is  first-class  for  snipe  and  cock  shooting  and  moderate 
grouse  shooting.  This  shooting  as  well  as  the  fishing  is 
fre3  to  visitors. — Yours,  Ac,  T.  Galvin. 

Bay  View,  Waterville,  co  Kerry. 

RULES  FOR  AN  ANGLING  CLI'li. 
We  are  sometimes  asked  to  give  simple  rules  suitable 
for  an  angling  club.  The  other  day  our  old  friend  and 
correspondent  of  nearly  twenty  years,  Mr.  T.  Tyson,  sent 
us  tho  rules  of  the  Rother  Angling  Association,  Eckiugton, 
near  Renishaw,  Chesterfield,  of  which  he  has  been 
president  for  over  twenty  years.  It  struck  us  they  were 
just  the  rules  for  a  society  in  a  small  town,  or,  indeed, 
anywhere  else  where  water  to  preserve  was  to  be  had. 
We  wish  the  Rother  Club  and  its  president,  our  eld  con- 
tributor "  Rotherwood,"  continued  prosperity. 

Rules,  &c. 

_  1 .  Tho  objects  of  this  association  aro  to  promote  and 
give  encouragement  to  angling,  and  to  increase  the  sport 
of  those  interested  in  this  pleasant  and  harmless  recreation, 
by  securing,  stocking,  and  preserving  waters  for  the 'use  of 
members.  The  society  condemns  netting,  p  jisoniug,  and 
all  methods  of  taking  fish  other  than  by  ho nost  angling 


with  rod  and  line,  "Sport"  (not  "  pothunting  ")  being 
the  Rother  motto. 

2.  This  society  shall  be  governed  by  a  president,  vice- 
president,  and  a  committee  of  nine  members,  annually 
elected  at  the  general  meeting  in  October. 

The  committee  shall  meet  on  the  first  Wednesday  in 
each  month,  and  their  votes  shall  (unless  otherwise  stated 
in  these  rules)  decide  all  matters  connected  with  this 
s iciety. 

3.  All  new  members  shall  be  voted  for  by  ballot. 
Entrance  fee,  5s.  Member's  sons,  2s.  Cd.  Contribution, 
7d.  par  month,  Id.  of  which  shall  be  used  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  "  friendly  fund,"  so  that  on  the  death  of  any 
financial  member  the  sum  of  £3  shall  be  paid  to  his  wife, 
rarents,  or  friends,  as  tha  committee  may  decide.  Three 
trustees  for  this  fund  shall  be  elected  annually  at  a 
general  meeting,  to  be  hald  the  Saturday  preceding  the 
Oetobar  club  night.  The  above  fund  shall  not  be  dis- 
solved or  divested  from  its  purpose  exeapt  by  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  members  on  the  books,  and  at  a  meet- 
ing specially  called  for  that  purpose. 

4.  Any  member  being  three  months  in  arrears  shall  bo 
fined  ls;  and  suspended  from  all  benefits  of  member- 
ship  until  his  arrears  and  fine  ba  paid.  If  at  the  end  of 
six  months  such  member  neglects,  to  make  himself  financial 
by  paying  the_  total  sum  owing  up  to  date,  ha  shall  no 
longer  be  considered  a  member.  The  secretary  to  give 
nofc'ce  to  members  on  their  becoming  uufira^c'al.  All 
new  entrances  to  be  fully  paid  up,  and  none  accepted  aftar 
June  15th  in  each  year. 

5.  On  the  first  Weduesday  in  August  the  committee 
sla^  consider  the  advisability  of  an  angling  contest,  open 
to  all  financial  membars.  This  contest  to  bs  fixed  not 
later  than  the  first  Monday  in  September.  No  sub- 
stitutes allowed  to  compete. 

6.  For  the  better  preservation  of  fish,  all  members 
are  expected  strictly  to  adhere  to  the  law  laid  down  in  the 
"  Fresh  Water  Fisheries'  Act,  1878."  Any  member 
fishing  in  the  canal  during  tho  "close  seasen,"  will,  on 
the  offence  being  clearly  proved,  be  subject  to  a  fine  of  5s. 

7.  Any  member  lending  his  ticket  to  enablo  a  persoi 
to  fish  in  waters  rented  by  this  society,  shall  for  the  first 
offence  be  fined  2s.  Gd.,  and  for  the  second  expelled.  All 
members  to_  inquire  of  strangers  as  to  their  right  of  fishing. 

8.  That  if  any  member  or  members  of  this  society  are 
known  to  wilfully  injure  the  banks  of  rivers  or  canals,  or 
to  break  down  any  fence  or  fences,  or  to  leave  gates  open, 
thereby  allowing  cattle  to  stray,  and  the  same  be  fully 
proved,  he  or  they  shall  for  the  first  offence  pay  a  fine  of 
2s.  Gd.  to  the  funds  of  the  club;  and  pay  all  damage  done 
to  the  property.  The  committee  request  the  assistance  of 
every  member  to  carry  out  this  rule. 

9.  Any  member  using  offensive  language  or  causing  a 
disturbance  at  any  of  the  society's  meetings,  shall  be 
caUed  to  order  by  the  chairman.  Failing  to  obey  the 
chair,  such  member  shall  pay  a  fine  of  Gd.,  the  committee 
having  power  to  increase  the  fine  to  Is.,  or  should  they 
corsider  it  advisable  in  the  interests  of  the  membeis 
generally,  they  may  expel  such  disorderly  member  from 
the  society. 

10.  Should  any  member  attampt  to  obtain  a  prize  by 
unfair  means  in  any  angling  contest  promoted  by  this 
society,  the  committee  may  (if,  after  due  inquiry,  the 
offence  be  proved)  inflict  a  fine  of  any  sum  from  Gd.  to  5s., 
or,  should  they  be  unanimous  as  to  its  advisability,  expel 
the  offender  from  the  Rother  Angling  Association.  For 
all  violation  of  rules  fines  will  be  insisted  upon. 

11.  A  general  meeting  of  all  the  members  shall  be  held 
annually  on  the  Saturday  before  the  October  club  night, 
when  a  balance-sheet  for  the  past  season  shall  be  presented , 
and  the  meeting  shall  proceed  to  revise  rules  and  elect  the 
following  officers :  President,  vice-president,  treasurer, 
secretaries,  aad  committee,  also  trustees  for  "Friendly 
Fund." 

12.  The  committee  for  the  time  being  shall  have  the 
absolute  control  of  this  society.  All  offences  and  disputes 
connected  with  the  same  shall  be  laid  before  them,  and 
their  decision  shall  be  final. 

N.B.  Members  are  not  allowed  to  take  dogs  to  pond  or 
river.  Members  havo  tha  right  of  fishing  Chapel  Wheel 
Dam  and  the  Chesterfield  Canal,  from  Killamarsh  Gallows 
Bridge  to  south  end  of  Clinker  Wood;  also  in  the  River 
Rother,  from  Willow  Garth,  near  Pipworth  Lano,  to 
Slitting  Mill  Bridge— on  the  Renishaw  Estate— except 
from  Eckington  Station  to  the  Railway  Bridge  above.  N 
Sunday  fishing  at  Chapel  Wheel  Pond. 

(Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


A  RUSTIC  CONVERT. 

"  You  kan't  ketch  nothin'  with  them  thar  things, 
With  yarn  fer  bodies  an'  feathers  fer  wings  ; 
You  must  think  trout  is  terrible  fools 
Ter  be  kotched  with  such  outlandish  tools. 

"An'  look  at  that  pole — why  that  won't  do  j 
A  good  big  trout  would  bust  it  in  two, 
An'  never  think  nothin'  ov  what  he  did, 
As,  quick  as  lightnin'  away  he  slid. 

"  Well,  I'll  l  o  dnrn,  you  can  shoot  me  dead 
Ef  here  ain't  a  windlass  filled  with  thread, 
An'  ther  littlest  sort  of  thread  at  that — 
Why,  man,  that  wouldn't  hold  a  gnat  I 

"  You'll  find  a-  good  place  over  here, 
Under  ther  rapids  deep  an'  clear, 
You'd  better  tuLo  woims  an'  cr  hick'iy  pole 
Or  you  won't  Ketch  nothin',  pon  my  soul," 
* '    •      •        :  p  f         #  "* 
Sixteen  beauties,  speckled  bright, 
The  basket  bore  ere  tho  fall  of  night. 
He  counted  them  o'er  on  the  bank  of  lorn, 
And  all  that  he  said  was,  "  Wa'ul— I'll  bo  duni .'  " 
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01  some  capital  spot  wuere  ine  nsning  ior 
large  trout  and  grayling  is  excellent ;  the  hotel 
accommodation  perfection,  the  charges  far  too 
moderate,  where  all  the  men  are  delightful,  all 
the  women  angels,  and  all  the  surroundings 
heavenlike.    Then  he  whisks  you  off  to  some  still 

•  The  Lakes  and  Rivers  of  Austria,  Bavaria, 
and  Hungary.  By  Colonel  G.  B.  MaUeson,*  C.B.I. 
With  map.   London :  Chapman  and  Hall,  Limited. 


advised  some  gentleman  who  consulted  him  about 
introducing  the  pike-pei-ch  into  England,  "  That 
no  advantage  was  to  he  gained  by  the  introduction 
into  English  waters  of  a  rival  to  the  existing 
occupants  of  English  ponds.  Litera  scri.pta  manet, 
and  the  correspondence  may  be  seen  by  the  curious 
in  such  matters."  Well,  1  am  one  of  the  "  curious,'' 
and  should  be  much  obliged  to  Col.  MaUeson  for 
further  particulars.  On  the  next  page  the  Colonel 


•pike  exists  in 
plentiful  as  it 
I  am  curious 
i  England.  I 
ag  an  account, 
>f  the  importa- 
ry  much  doubt 
n  this  country 
latten-See  this 
tOlb.,  and  adds 
s  delicate,  and 
>t  says  it  is  as 
lotes  its  un- 
iccount  of  its 
Qg  it,  and  that 
±"    "Why,  he 
imon  in  many 
sre  is  a  stuffed 
ie  Piscatorial 
:aught  by  Mr. 
lore  than  150 
ler  (Lucioperca 
md  difficult  to 
3ur  trout  and 
mch  from  the 
hat  I  think  a 
cised  before  a 
two  is  intro- 
enough  to  say 
teed  in  private 
them  to  such 
like  those  of 
ater  weeds  in 
prevent  their 
try  by  water- 
l  lakes  which 
the  young  fry 
;r  that  stream 
vith  a  combi- 
to  see  Eome 
mall-mouthed 
ass  is  a  grand 
fty  splendidly, 
d  be  a  real 
I  have  had 
:  late  Marquis 
men  I  ever 
i,  fishing,  and 
;ars  ago  since 
ish  cranks,  as 
sent  Mr.  Silk 
ak  bass.  Mr. 
fish,  but  very 
home  nearly 
i  fish  we  each 
j  £1  sterling 
ter  on  which 
ell,  gradually 
ick.     I  shall 
bass  in  my 
le  in  a  piece 
ying  on  the 
'  ft.  of  water. 
I  had  to  do, 
anted  to  see 
•op  a  worm  on 
he  end  of  the 
)ly  I  tried  the 
about  a  foot 
ir  American 
duly  admired 
and  thinner, 
e  to  say  how 
caught  that ' 
was  the  last 
,  who  seemed 
enant  of  that 
and  took  him 
d  been  rather 
owers  of  the 
lence  of  what 
uastic  angler, 
Page,  told  me 
i  of  the  Stars 
pleasure  my 

  iben  Wood — 

they  were  men !— and  I  am  glad,  every  time  I 
think  of  it,  that  I  was  able  when  they  were  over 
here  to  show  them  some  little  attention.  To  get 
George  Shepherd  Page  or  Reuben  Wood  to  sit 
down  and  reel  off  some  fish  yarns,  it  was  killing— 
you  had  to  laugh  all  the  time.  I  can  see  old 
Reub.  now,  chewing  the  end  of  his  cigar — which 
he  managed  in  an  extraordinary  manner  to  keep 
in  his  mouth  all  the  time  he  was  talking.    I  can 
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FISHING  IN  THE  LAKES  AND 
EIVERS  OF  AUSTRIA,  BAVARIA, 
AND  HUNGARY  * 


Colonel  Malleson  has  given  us,  in  this 
little  book,  one  of  the  pleasantest  guides  to  fishing 
with  which  I  am  acquainted.  So  charming,  in 
fact,  are  the  Colonel's  descriptions  of  the  fishing, 
the  rivers,  the  country,  and  the  people  in  the 
districts  he  writes  about  that  you  continually  pull 
out  your  pencil  to  mark  the  names  of  places  to  go 
to ;  yet  so  numerous  are  they  that  the  difficulty  is 
to  make  a  selection.  I  know  no  book  since  Sir 
Humphry  Davy's  "  Salmonia "  which  creates  in 
the  reader  such  a  desire  to  visit  the  angling 
paradises  it  describes.  Colonel  Malleson,  besides 
giving  accounts  of  the  fishing  in  a  much  more 
extensive  district  than  that  described  in 
"  Salmonia,"  treads  in  Sir  Humphry's  footsteps, 
and  brings  his  information  down  to  date.  But 
the  Colonel  hardly  gives  one  time  to  compare  the 
attractions  of  one  place  with  another,  he  tells 
you  of  some  capital  spot  where  the  fishing  for 
large  trout  and  grayling  is  excellent ;  the  hotel 
accommodation  perfection,  the  charges  far  too 
moderate,  where  all  the  men  are  delightful,  all 
the  women  angels,  and  all  the  surroundings 
heavenlike.    Then  he  whisks  you  off  to  some  still 

•The  Lakes  and  River's  of  Austria,  Bavaria, 
and  Hungary.  By  Colonel  G.  B.  Malleson,'  C.B.I. 
With  map.   London:  Chapman  and  Hall,  Limited. 


more  enchanting  spot,  only  to  tell  you  not  to 
waste  time  there,  for  in  the  next  valley  there  is  an 
inn  where  the  daughters  of  the  host  are  fair  in 
form  and  feature,  and  sing  like  nightingales,  so 
that  their  fame  is  noised  abroad  through  all  that 
land. 

I  think  many  readers  will  wish  Colonel  M.  had 
not  been  so  reticent  about  the  sport  he  himself 
had  in  these  lovely  valleys.  We  should  like  to 
know  more  about  his  actual  baskets  of  big  trout 
and  grayling,  and  especially  what  sport  he 
personally  had  with  the  Salmo  hucho  (hucro,3iS 
given  in  his  book,  must  be  a  misprint),  for  which 
fish  he  claims  as  high  a  place  as  S.  salar  himself 
holds  in  the  estimation  of  anglers.  There  is  still 
a  good  deal  of  mystery  about  the  hucho,  and  Col. 
Malleson  only  quotes  the  theories  of  Sir  Humphry 
Davy,  Max  V.  D.  Borne,  and  others.  Some 
writers  hold  the  opinion  that  the  hucho  is  one  of 
the  migratory  Salmonidse,  and  goes  from  the 
Danube  and  its  tributaries  down  to  the  Black 
Sea,  and  returns  to  its  native  waters  to  spawn ; 
others  hold  him  to  be  a  river  fish. 

I  have  a  fine  copy  of  the  1598  edition  of  Conrad 
Gesner's  "  Natural  History "  (in  German— the 
original  was  in  Latin).  There  is  a  woodcut  of  the 
hucho,  which  answers  Sir  Humphry  Davy's  de- 
scription of  the  fish  as  being  "like  an  ill-fed  trout, 
but  longer  and  thicker."  Gesner  says  it  is  in  all 
respects  like  the  trout,  but  he  says  very  little 
about  it.  He  calls  it  Trutta  piscinaria  (huch  or 
huch),  and  says,  at  Meissen,  in  Saxony,  they  are 
called  pond  trout,  are  voracious,  and  not  so  good 
to  eat  as  ordinary  trout.  The  next  German 
account  I  have  calls  this  fish  the  Huchen  Trutta 
fluviatilis  (Steinbock's  "Art  of  Fishing,"  1730). 
This  writer  says  the  hucho  spawns  in  May  and 
June,  is  very  voracious,  grows  to  a  great  weight 
(301b.  or  401b.),  and  is  so  strong  that  if  the  fisher- 
men are  not  careful  when  getting  it  into  the  boat, 
they  stand  a  good  chance  of  being  knocked  over- 
board by  a  blow  from  its  tail. 

Professor  Giebel,  in  his  work  on  "Fishes"  (Leip- 
zig, 1861),  calls  the  fish  der  huch  (S.  hucho),  and 
says  it  is  the  largest  European  salmon,  weighing 
sometimes  as  much  as  1001b.,  and  has  the  biggest 
head  and  longest  body  of  the  family.  We  have  a 
specimen  in  the  Fly  Fshers'  Club,  and  there  is 
another  in  the  Piscatorial  Society's  collection,  and 
both  always  remind  me  of  well-mended  kelts. 
Professor  Giebel  gives  a  full  description  of  the 
fish,  including  number  and  position  of  the  teeth, 
number  of  rays  on  the  fins,  number  of  scales  in  a 
row  (200  very  small  elliptical  scales).  The  pyloric 
appendages  number  about  200.  He  says,  in 
addition  to  the  Danube  and  its  tributaries,  the 
hucho  is  also  found  in  the  Volga  and  in  some  of 
the  rivers  flowing  into  the  Baltic  ;  that  it  spawns 
in  April  and  May,  and  at  that  time,  i.e.,  when  on 
the  spawning  bed,  is  so  deaf  and  blind  as  to  take 
no  notice  of  a  boat  going  over  it. 

Another  German  writer,  Carl  Vogt,  says  the 
hucho's  spawning  time  is  April  to  June,  and  that 
the  eggs  hatch  out  five  to  six  weeks  later,  which  I 
can  hardly  credit,  unless  the  water  is  very  cold. 

Max  V.  D.  Borne,  quoted  by  Col.  Malleson  on 
p.  52,  says  the  hucho  spawns  in  March  and  April. 

But  about  the  sporting  qualities  of  Salmo  hucho 
there  seems  to  be  no  question,  and  if  Mr.  Alfred  C. 
Harmsworth,  who  thinks  nothing  of  a  run  out  to 
Florida  for  tarpon,  or  to  India  for  mahseer,  reads 
Col.  Malleson's  most  captivating  little  guide,  I  am 
sure  he  will  not  be  happy  until  he  has  killed  a  big 
Danube  salmon.  An  old  contributor  and  sub- 
scriber to  the  Fishing  Gazette,  Mr.  Ehmant,  could 
probably  tell  us  more  about  the  hucho  and  fishing 
for  it  than  anyone  else,  and  I  hope  if  he  sees  these 
lines  he  will  do  so. 

Another  interesting  game  fish,  which  is  spoken 
of  in  the  highest  terms  by  Col.  Malleson,  is  the 
pike-perch  (Lucioperca  sandra),  which  has  often 
been  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  during  the 
past  twenty  years  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs.  On  p.  1 15 
of  his  book  our  author  is  very  severe  on  the 
"  proprietor  of  a  certain  periodical "  in  England, 
who  is  also  described  as  an  angler,  for  having 
advised  some  gentleman  who  consulted  him  about 
introducing  the  pike-perch  into  England,  "  That 
no  advantage  was  to  be  gained  by  the  introduction 
into  English  waters  of  a  rival  to  the  existing 
occupants  of  English  ponds.  Litera  scripta  manet, 
and  the  correspondence  may  be  seen  by  the  curious 
in  such  matters."  Well,  1  am  one  of  the  "  curious," 
and  should  be  much  obliged  to  Col.  Malleson  for 
further  particulars.  On  the  next  page  the  Colonel 


says :  "  It  is  true  that  the  perch-pike  exists  in 
England,  but  it  is  not  nearly  so  plentiful  as  it 
advantageously  might  be."    Again  I  am  curious 
to  know  where  it  exists  to-day  in  England.  I 
remember  many  years  ago  publishing  an  account, 
I  think  written  by  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs,  of  the  importa- 
tion of  some  of  these  fish,  but  I  very  much  doubt 
if  there  is  a  single  living  specimen  in  this  country 
to-day.    Col.  M.  says  that  in  the  Platten-See  this 
fish  reaches  a  weight  of  301b.  and  401b.,  and  adds 
that  as  a  table  fish  it  is  firmer,  more  delicate,  and 
a  better  fish  than  the  turbot.    Vogt  says  it  is  as 
voracious  as  the  pike.     Giebel  notes  its  un- 
popularity with  fish  breeders  on  account  of  its 
voracity,  the  difficulty  of  transporting  it,  and  that 
it  is  "  auch  zur  zucht  nicht  geignet."    Why,  he 
does  not  say.   The  pike-perch  is  common  in  many 
parts  of  Europe  and  America.    There  is  a  stuffed 
specimen  in  the   collection  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  presented,  and,  I  believe,  caught  by  Mr. 
T.  R.  Sachs.    Steinbock,  writing  more  than  150 
years  ago,  describes  the  schill  or  zander  (Lucioperca 
sandra)  as  being  a  "  great  robber,"  and  difficult  to 
catch,  as  he  keeps  in  deep  water.    Our  trout  and 
grayling  streams  have  suffered  so  much  from  the 
depredations  of  pike  and  perch,  that  I  think  a 
good  deal  of  caution  should  be  exercised  before  a 
fish  which  is  a  combination  of  the  two  is  intro- 
duced into  this  country.    It  is  easy  enough  to  say 
that,  of  course,  they  will  only  be  placed  in  private 
lakes,  but  not  so  easy  to  confine  them  to  such 
places.    Their  eggs  are  adhesive,  like  those  of 
perch  and  pike,  are  deposited  on  water  weeds  in 
April  and  May,  and  nothing  can  prevent  their 
being  carried  across  a  whole  country  by  water- 
fowl.   Again,  if  they  are  placed  in  lakes  which 
are  fed  by  the  smallest  of  streams,  the  young  fry 
will  find  their  way  down  to  the  river  that  stream 
feeds.    Before  trying  experiments  with  a  combi- 
nation pike-perch,  I  should  like  to  see  some 
further  effort  made  to  introduce  the  small-mouthed 
American  black  bass.     The  black  bass  is  a  grand 
game  fish  and  table  fish,  takes  a  fly  splendidly, 
and,  as  I  have  often  said,  would  be  a  real 
acquisition  to  many  of  our  waters.    I  have  had 
many  a  talk  about  this  fish  with  the  late  Marquis 
of   Exeter,  one   of    the   keenest  men  I  ever 
met  on  all  matters  relating  to  fish,  fishing,  and 
fish  culture.    It  is  a  good  many  years  ago  since 
the  late  Marquis,  and  some  other  fish  cranks,  as 
the  Yankees  say,  including  myself,  sent  Mr.  Silk 
over  to  the  States  for  a  lot  of  black  bass.  Mr. 
Silk  was  successful  in  getting  the  fish,  but  very 
rough  weather  in   the  passage    home  nearly 
destroyed  the  consignment,  and  the  fish  we  each 
eventually  received  cost  us  about  £1  sterling 
per  head,  and  mine,  placed  in  a  water  on  which 
all  our  native  fish,  even  trout,  did  well,  gradually 
died  out,  or  were  eaten  by  the  jack.     I  shall 
never  forget  one  of  those  black  bass  in  my 
pool.     He  had  taken  up  his  abode  in  a  piece 
of    6in.   drain  pipe,  which  was  lying  on  the 
bottom  of  the  pool  in   about  3ft.  of  water. 
As  long  as  he  was  down  there  all  I  had  to  do, 
when  any  friends  were  down  who  wanted  to  see 
an  American  black  bass,  was  just  to  drop  a  worm  on 
a  hook  so  that  it  sank  slowly  over  the  end  of  the 
bit  of  drain  pipe.  If  there  was  no  reply  I  tried  the 
other  end  of  the  pipe— it  was  only  about  a  foot 
long — then    out    would    come    our  American 
cousin,  and  when  he  came  out  we  duly  admired 
him,  regretted  that  he  grew  thinner  and  thinner, 
and  put  him  back.    I  should  not  like  to  say  how 
many  times  I  and  a  young  friend  caught  that 
black  bass  and  put  him  back.    He  was  the  last 
of  the  Mohicans,  and  one  of  my  pike,  who  seemed 
to  know  as  much  about  the  poor  tenant  of  that 
drain  pipe  as  I  did,  took  pity  on  him  and  took  him 
in  for  good  and  all.    I  am  afraid  I  had  been  rather 
too  credulous  about  the  fighting  powers  of  the 
black  bass  as  against  pike  in  consequence  of  what 
that  very  pleasant,  genial,  and  enthusiastic  angler, . 
my  friend,  the  late  George  Shepherd  Page,  told  me 
about  it.  Mr.  Page  was  a  genuine  son  of  the  Stars 
and  Stripes.    I  always  recall  with  pleasure  my 
meetings  with  him  and  dear  old  Reuben  Wood — 
they  were  men ! — and  I  am  glad,  every  time  I 
think  of  it,  that  I  was  able  when  they  were  over 
here  to  show  them  some  little  attention.    To  get 
George  Shepherd  Page  or  Reuben  Wood  to  sit 
down  and  reel  off  some  fish  yarns,  it  was  killing — 
you  had  to  laugh  all  the  time.    I  can  see  old 
Reub.  now,  chewing  the  end  of  his  cigar— which 
he  managed  in  an  extraordinary  manner  to  keep 
in  his  mouth  all  the  time  he  was  talking.   I  can 
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see  him  looking  at  me  with  a  jolly  twinkle  in  his 
eye  as  he  came  to  the  point  of  his  story — and  he 
had  no  end  of  them — and  was  so  delighted  to  be 
in  England  for  a  while.  He  used  to  walk  about 
Hungerford,  on  the  Kennet,  he  told  me,  feeling  as 
though  he  was  one  of  his  English  ancestors  come 
to  life  again.  Ask  Mr.  Collins,  ask  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Veitcb,  and  other  members  of  the  old  Hungerford 
Club  what  they  thought  of  Reuben  Wood,  and  I 
know  they  will  say,  as  I  do,  that  we  wish  more 
such  American  anglers  would  come  over  and  visit 
us. 

I  began  this  screed  with  a  notica  of  Colonel 
Malleson's  guide,  and  by  recommending  it.  I 
can  only  repeat  my  recommendation,  and  I  am 
certain  than  any  angler  who  is  induced  by  the 
author's  praise  of  the  fishing  in  Austria,  Bavaria, 
and  Hungary  to  follow  in  his  footsteps  will  often 
wish  to  himself  that  he  had  for  fishing  companion 
in  the  flesh  such  keen  angler  and  enthusiast  as 
the  Colonel.  I  doubt  if  any  Englishman  living 
has  ever  traversed  so  much  of  this  fishing  ground 
as  our  author;  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  none 
has  ever  described  it  so  charmingly. 

Austria,  Bavaria,  and  Hungary  are  some  miles 
from  our  shores.  I  never  wished  so  much  to  visit 
them  as  since  reading  this  little  book;  but  for 
those  who  cannot  go  so  far,  Colonel  M.  has 
reserved  a  bonne  louche  which  I  hesitate  to 
mention.  It  really  would  not  be  fair  to  expose  to 
all  the  world  what  he  says  in  his  last  chapter 
about  the  fishing  and  other  attractions  of  a 
place  only  eighteen  hours  from  London.  I  read 
the  description  of  it  to  my  wife.  She  said  it 
must  surely  be  an  imaginary  picture — a  fish 
story  in  fact.  R.  B.  Marston. 


KINGSTON  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY 
DINNER. 


The  second  annual  dinner  of  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  was  held  at  the  Griffin  Hotel, 
Kingston,  on  Monday  evening,  March  22,  the 
president  (Lord  Inverurie)  in  the  chair.  The 
vice-chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  C.  D.  Deuchar, 
and  amongst  others  present  were  Col.  Keays,  Dr. 
H.  L.  P.  Hardy,  Mr.  E.  G.  Saunders,  Mr.  T. 
Smith,  Mr.  H.  Malins,  Mr.  D.  Hayer.Mr.  Hickman, 
Mr.  T.  Denniford,  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  C.  Pengelley, 
Mr.  Brede,  Mr.  Lamb,  Mr.  M.  Enright,  Mr.  C. 
Littlewood,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  Mr.F.Littlewood, 
Dr.  Martin,  &c.  The  walls  of  the  rcom  were 
adorned  with  numerous  specimens  of  Thames  fish, 
caught  by  the  members  of  the  society,  some  of 
them  being  very  fine.  During  dinner,  selections 
of  music  were  played  by  a  string  band. 

Several  letters  and  telegrams  regretting  ina- 
bility to  be  present  were  received  from,  amongst 
others,  Mr.  T.  Skewes  Cox,  MP.,  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Mr.  W.  Senior,  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  &c. 

The  Chairman,  in  submitting  the  usual  loyal 
toasts,  said  that  amongst  the  many  other  things 
which  had  occurred  during  her  Majesty's  long 
reign  was  the  birth  of  the  scientific  angler ;  but, 
however  far  he  might  be  removed  in  some  respects 
from  the  father  of  fishing,  he  was  still  prompted 
by  that  spirit  of  sport  which  guided  alike  the 
prince  and  the  rustic. 

The  toast  having  been  cordially  drunk,  Mr.W.  H. 
(  ate  proposed  "The  Army,  Navy,  and  Reserve 
Forces,"  observing  that  within  the  last  few  years 
renewed  interest  had  been  awakened  in  our 
national  defences,  and  in  every  department  many 
improvements,  at  great  cost,  had  been  made. 

0  n-  ships  were  the  finest  in  the  world,  the  army 
wxa  as  perfect  as  it  could  be  made,  and  the 
epipment  of  volunteers  was  now  very  different 
from  what  it  used  to  be.  The  best  way,  he 
thought,  to  preserve  peace  was  to  be  thoroughly 
prepared  for  war,  and  it  was  evident  that 
England  was  now  in  a  position  to  hold  her  own 
against  any  probable  combination  of  Powers. 

The  Chairman,  in  responding,  remarked  that 
wa  were  sometimes  liable  to  forget  what  a 

1  r  jmendous  power  these  small  islands  of  ours 
were.  In  the  British  navy  were  undoubtedly  to 
be  found  the  greatest  engineers  in  the  world.  Of 
this  there  was  ample  proof  in  the  results  of  the 
trial  trips  of  the  Star  torpedo-boat  destroyer 
which  had  just  been  completed.  This  was  one  of 
the  eight  boats  built  to  travel  at  a  speed  of  thirty- ' 
two  knots  an  hour,  and  the  result  of  the  official  trial 
trips  had  been  more  than  satisfactory.  Such 
boats  struck,  terror  into  the  hearts  of  foreigners, 


and  with  such  a  navy  as  ours  we  could  hold  our 
own  against  any  Power  in  the  world. 

Mr.  M.  Gordon,  who  also  responded,  observed 
that  his  grandfather,  who  fought  at  Corunna,  had 
twelve  sons.  Eleven  of  them  joined  the  army, 
but  the  twelfth  did  not,  simply  because  he 
happened  to  join  the  navy.  (Laughter.)  What- 
ever the  army  had  done  in  the  past  it  could  do 
again  if  circumstances  demanded  it,  and  the  same 
might  be  said  of  the  navy.  We  had  had  some 
splendid  examples  of  admirable  men  in  the  army. 
For  instance,  General  Gordon,  who  was  an  in- 
timate kinsman  of  his  own,  was  a  man  whose 
conduct  they  might  all  imitate.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  and  it  would  be  long 
before  he  would  cease  to  be  remembered  and 
admired,  not  only  by  every  British  soldier  but  by 
every  Englishman.  In  conclusion,  he  said  he  was 
glad  to  learn  that  the  society  was  in  such  a 
flourishing  position,  and  hoped  that  next  year  the 
members  would  have  still  more  reason  to  con- 
gratulate themselves. 

The  Chairman  in  proposing  "  Success  to  the 
Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,"  said  that  the  society 
was  started  only  two  years  ago.  It  began  in  a 
very  small  way,  but  as  a  result  of  proper  manage- 
ment the  membership  rapidly  increased.  At 
the  end  of  the  first  year  there  were  only  fifty- 
three  members.  At  the  present  time  there  were 
over  one  hundred.  Around  him  he  saw  many  new 
friends  whose  presence  was  no  doubt  very  gratify- 
ing to  the  pioneers  of  the  society.  Some  time 
ago  he  was  questioned  as  to  fishing  societies 
generally,  and  also  with  regard  to  the  one  of 
which  he  was  president.  His  friend  asked  him 
whether  a  fishing  society  was  not  a  sort  of  com- 
bination of  gentlemen  who  were  constantly  having 
enormous  dinners,  and  trying  to  catch  stickle- 
backs. (Laughter.)  Well,  they  certainly  dined 
together  now  and  then,  and  sometimes  perhaps, 
they  had  the  good  fortune  to  land  a  stickleback. 
His  friend  further  asked  him  what  qualities  were 
necessary  to  make  a  good  fisherman.  Three 
things  were  essential,  viz :  A  love  of  nature, 
a  contemplative  disposition,  and  that  spirit 
of  sport  which  was  born  in  every  English- 
man. (Applause.)  If  he  could  have  induced 
his  friend  to  attend  that  evening  they  would 
have  been  able  to  show  him  some  stickle- 
backs. Some  of  them  were  remarkably  well 
developed,  and  probably  his  friend  would  hardly 
credit  that  they  were  taken  out  of  the  Thames. 
Continuing,  his  Lordship  said  that  the  objects  of 
the  society  were,  in  the  first  place,  to  encourage 
fair  angling,  and  to  have  no  gross  weight  compe- 
titions— (applause) — and,  secondly,  to  foster  that 
brotherly  spirit  which  should  exist  amongst  the 
members  of  every  society  of  that  kind.  They 
would  agree  with  him  that  they  failed  in  neither 
of  those  respects — that  they  fostered  a  brotherly 
spirit  was  sufficiently  evident  from  the  character 
of  the  gatherings  at  the  annual  dinners  ;  and  that 
they  were  true  anglers  the  specimens  which 
adorned  the  walls  clearly  proved.  The  coming 
year  would  be  unusually  interesting  to  all  fishing 
societies.  There  was  a  fishing  exhibition  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium,  and  another  was  to  be  held  at 
the  Imperial  Institute  in  May.  Not  the  least 
interesting  feature  at  the  latter  would  be  a  model 
of  the  Thames,  which  was  suggested  by  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  It  was 
really  an  excellent  idea,  and  such  a  model  would 
be  inspected  with  unusual  interest.  They  all 
fished  in  the  Thames,  and  were  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  it,  but  there  would  be  many 
visitors  to  the  exhibition  who  did  not  know  it,  and 
no  doubt  there  would  be  a  large  number  around 
the  model  all  the  time  it  was  on  view.  His 
Lordship  congratulated  the  members  upon  the 
position  of  the  club,  which  he  hoped  would  con- 
tinue to  be  as  successful  as  it  had  been  during 
its  comparatively  brief  existence.  He  would  do 
his  best  to  support  it.  (Applause.) 

In  responding,  Mr.  M.  Gordon  &aid  that  there 
were  many  piscatorial  societies  on  the  Thames, 
but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
members  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
were  as  sportsmanlike  as  those  of  any  other. 
(Applause.)  It  was  a  good  deal  of  encourage- 
ment to  them  to  know  that  their  membership 
had  doubled  during  the  last  twelve  months,  and 
he  doubted  whether  any  other  society  had  met 
greater  suocess  in  that  respeot.  He  was  not  much 
of  an  angler  himself,  but  it  was  to  moet  an 
excellent  H  of  men  tlitvt  he  joined,  the  society. 


and  he  had  never  regretted  that  he  had  done  so. 
(Applause.)  There  were  some  excellent  organisa- 
tions for  keeping  the  river  well  supplied  with  fhb, 
and  these  should  be  supported,  lie  thought,  by 
all  angling  societies.  The  Thames  Restocking 
Association  had  recently  put  some  thousands  of 
of  fish  into  the  river,  and  all  they  had  to  do  now 
was  to  catch  them  when  they  became  sizeable. 
He  also  referred  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society,  which  did  excellent  work. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Gordon  handed  his  Lordship  a 
handsome  challenge  cup,  to  be  presented  to  the 
member  who  caught  the  largest  number  of 
specimen  fish,  the  gift  being  received  with  loud 
cheers.  He  also  proposed  that  the  Marquis  of 
Huntly  be  elected  a  member  of  the  society. 
(Cheers.) 

Mr.  E.  G.  Saunders  also  responded,  remarking 
that  he  supposed  his  name  was  associated  with 
the  toast  because  he  was  one  of  the  oldest  mem- 
bers of  the  society  in  point  of  age.  The  society 
was  at  present  practically  in  its  infancy.  Not 
two  years  had  elapsed  since  it  first  saw  the  light, 
but  still  it  numbered  over  a  century.  It  was  a 
decidedly  healthy  baby ;  he  hoped  in  its  manhood 
it  would  be  vigorous  and  strong,  that  it  would  live 
to  a  great  age,  and  command  as  much  influence 
as  any  society  on  the  river  side.  The  present 
members  had  supported  the  club  in  the  most 
handsome  manner,  and  he  hoped  they  would  do 
their  best  to  increase  the  membership,  so  that  the 
competitions  would  become  keener,  and,  conse- 
quently, more  exciting  and  enjoyable.  They 
should  not  forget  that  much  of  the  success  of  the 
society  was  due  to  the  energy  of  their  indefatigable 
secretary,  Mr.  Amphlett,  who  had  done  so  much 
to  educate  the  society  in  the  days  of  its  infancy. 
(Applause.) 

The  Vice-Chairman  next  submitted  the  toast 
of  "  The  President,"  observing  that  his  Lordship 
was  an  ardent  sportsman,  and  was  as  much  at 
home  with  the  salmon  as  the  trout.  A  few  weeks 
ago  he  bad  a  splendid  haul  whilst  fishing  in  tho 
Midland  Counties,  three  of  the  fish  which  ho 
landed  weighing  over  401b.  On  the  walls,  too, 
they  had  ocular  demonstration  of  his  prowess  on 
the  Thames.  What  most  endeared  his  Lordship  to 
them  was  his,  skill  in  coarse  fishing,  which 
indicated  that  he  was  not  always  fighting  with  a 
301b.  salmon.  It  had  been  stated  that  a  species  of 
the  genus  salmo  was  to  be  introduced  into  the 
Thames.  If  that  were  true  they  might  look 
forward  to  even  better  sport  than  they  had  at  the 
present  time.  It  was  very  kind  of  Lord  Inverurie, 
who  had  so  many  demands  upon  his  time,  to  act 
as  president  of  their  society.  He  had  always 
acted  in  the  most  admirable  manner,  and  as  long 
as  he  would  consent  to  hold  the  position,  the 
society  would  be  pleased  to  appoint  him  to  it. 
(Applause.) 

The  toast  having  been  drunk  to  the  singing  of 
"  For  he's  a  jolly  good  fellow,"  his  Lordship 
thanked  the  company  for  such  an  exhibition  of 
cordial  feeling, .  adding  that  to  be  a  fisherman  a 
man  must  be  born  a  fisherman.  If  he  had  not 
the  spirit  of  sport  in  him  he  became  a  mere  fly 
dabbler. 

Mr.  F.  Littlewood  next  submitted  the  toast 
of  the  "  Prize  Winners."  He  said  he  had  heard 
that  anglers  were  great  liars,  but  he  hoped  that 
he  was  not  asked  to  propose  the  toast  because  of 
his  qualification  in  that  respect.  (Laughter.)  He 
had  done  his  level  best  to  get  amongst  the  dis- 
tinguished crowd  of  prize  winners,  but  he 
regretted  to  say  that  he  had  not  succeeded.  He 
supposed  that  most  of  them  were  the  best  anglers 
in  the  society,  but  he  could  not  help  thinking  that 
possibly  some  of  them  might  have  had  a  bit  of 
luck.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Pincot  Hill  responded,  observing  that 
the  thanks  of  the  society  were  due  to  the  Thames 
Preservation  Society,  the  Thames  Re-stocking 
Association,  and  the  Henley  Re-stocking.  He 
hoped  that  the  Corporation  of  Kingston  would  be 
approached  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  subscrip- 
tion from  them.  The  K.P.S.  brought  a  great 
many  anglers  into  the  district,  and  that  meant 
trade.  Therefore  he  thought  that  the  Corporation 
would  be  justified  in  giving  them  a  donation. 
(Applause.) 

The  Chairman,  who  had  to  leave  by  the  last 
train  to  town,  said  before  he  left  ho  had  a  very 

E leasing  duty  to  perform,    In  the  first  plaoe  he 
ad  to  propose  the  health  of  the  hon.  secretary, 
Mr,  Amphlett,   (Applause.)   Or.o  man  oould,  not 
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make  a  society,  but  Mr.  Amphlett  bad  almost 
made  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.  He  was 
a  man  who  cast  lightly,  struck  hard,  and  used  a 
multiplying  reel.  (Laughter.)  They  did  not  wish 
to  flatter  him  too  much  ;  but  they  could  honestly 
say  that  in  organising  the  society,  and  m  manag- 
ing its  affairs,  he  had  always  acted  in  the  most 
admirable  manner.  (Applause.)  His  Lordship 
then,  in  the  name  of  the  club,  presented  Mr. 
Amphlett  with  a  handsome  American  oak  cylin- 
der escritoire,  with  a  set  of  silver-mounted  ink 
bottles,  and  beautifully  fitted  up  with  every 
necessity  for  writing,  together  with  an  illuminated 
address  on  vellum. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett,  in  reply,  thanked  them 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  had  received  the 
toast  of  this  health.    He  scarcely  knew  how  to 
thank  his  Lordship  for  his  very  complimentary 
remarks,  and  was  in  the  same  predicament  m 
Segard  to  the  testimonial.     But  he  did  most 
heartily  thank  them,  and,  though  the  expression 
was  brief,  he  hoped  they  would  believe  that  it 
was  all  the  more  deep  and  sincere.    The  testi- 
monial he  would  prize  and  cherish  all  his  lite, 
and  always    regard    it    as    a    sign  that  his 
bumble  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  society  had 
been  appreciated  by  his  brother  anglers.  He 
never  expected  such  a  handsome  gift,  but  was 
sensible  of  its  significance.     It  signified  the 
success  of  the  K.P.S.,  and  so  long  as  Lord 
Inverurie  was  their  president,  he  felt  sure  it 
would    prosper.    It  was  disheartening  in  the 
summer  months  to  find  few  members  attending 
their  meetings,  because  it  gave  an  impression  of 
lack  of  interest,  whereas  it  did  not  exist.  He 
knew  that  in  the  refreshing  air  of  a  summer 
evening,  when  all  was  peace  upon  our  glorious 
river,  it  was  difficult  to  leave  the  fascinating  rod 
for  the  discussion  of  piscatorial  topics,  but  at  the 
same  time,  he  hoped  they  would  attend  as  frequently 
as  they  could.     He  congratulated  Mr.  Deuchar 
upon  the  capture  of  two  Thames  trout,  and  would 
mention  that  no  member  of  the  Piscatorial  Society 
in  London  had  that  year  taken  a  trout  from  the 
Thames  over  51b ,  whereas  Mr.  Deuchar's  were 
over  61b.  and  over  71b.    But  the  day  upon  which 
he  caught  them  was  "  fair  as  a  star  when  only  one 
is  shining  in  the  sky."    They  had  had  few  such 
days  during  the  last  trouting  season,  or  he  was 
sure  other  members   would    have  weighed-m 
Thames  trout.    He  had  pleasure  in  proposing 
that  Mr.  Clifford  be  a  member  of  the  society, 
and  on  behalf  of  Dr.  Martin  he  proposed  that 
Mr   W   T.  Ross  and  Mr.  J.  Ogden  Smith  be 
members.    He  again  tendered  them  his  best 
thanks.  (Cheers.) 

The  other  toasts  were  "  Kindred  Societies, 
'•  The  Visitors,"    "  The  Hon.    Treasurer  and 
( )fficers,"  and  "  The  Press,"  to  which  a  repre 
tentative  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  responded. 

During  the  evening  the  chairman  presented  the 
following  prizes:  Perch,  first,  Mr.  Deuchar- 
second,  Mr.  House.  Roach :  First,  Mr.  F.  H 
Amphlett;  second,  Mr.  C.  Littlewood.  Barbel. 
Mr  P  Collins.  Dace  :  first,  Mr.  McL.  Colbns ; 
second,  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett;  third  Mr  T. 
Barnes.  Chub,  Mr.  M.  Gunn.  Pike :  First,  Mr. 
Deuchar:  second,  Mr.  Girling.  Roach  competi- 
tion- First,  Mr.  Richardson  ;  second,  Mr.  Hankms. 
I  Specimen  trout,  Mr.  Deuchar.  Specimen  chub  : 
First,  Mr.  Pincott  Hill ;  second,  Mr.  Gunn.  Silver 
medal,  Mr.  Deuchar.  Specimen  pike,  Mr.  McL 
Collins.  The  Copper  Kettle,  given  by  Mr.  R.  B 
Marston,  was  won  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett. 

The  following  gentlemen  offered  prizes  ior 
forthcoming  competitions :  Lord  Inverurie,  two 
guineas ;  Messrs.  Enright  and  Son,  gold  medal ; 
Dr.  Hardy,  one  guinea ;  Mr.  Deuchar,  one  guinea ; 
Mr.  Sands,  one  guinea;  Mr.  C.  Littlewood,  one 
guinea ;  Mr.  Lyne,  one  guinea  ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Malms, 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  one  guinea ;  Mr.  Amphlett, 
and  others.  During  the  evening  an  excellent 
programme  of  music  was  carried  out,  and  great 
praise  was  due  to  the  host  for  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  catered  for  his  numerous  guests. 
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THE  RAINBOW  TROUT. 


LATE  MR.  JOHN  HORROCKS 
OF  WEIMAR. 


We  shall  be  obliged  to  any  of  our  readers  who 
can  put  us  in  the  way  to  obtain  a  portrait  of  the 
late  John  Horrocks,  an  English  sportsman  who 
preserved  a  fine  stretch  of  trout  fishing  at 
Weimar. 


During  the  past  few  months  a  controversy 
has  been  carried  on  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  as  to  whether  this  fish  should,  or  should 
not  be  used  for  stocking  our  inland  waters. 

Somewhat  contradictory  ideas  seem  to  prevail 
on  this  point ;  firstly,  as  to  the  position  of  this 
form  in  the  salmon  family ;  and,  secondly,  as  to 
its  habits.  That  it  is  a  char ;  that  it  has  nothing 
of  a  char  nature ;  that  it  is  a  pure  trout ;  that  it 
is  a  savage,  insatiable  feeder;  that  it  is  a  mild- 
tempered  fish,  feeding  upon  sticklebacks,  shellfish, 
and  small  rudd ;  that  it  rises  well  to  the  fly ;  and 
that  it  is  a  champion  fighter,  are  a  few  ot  the 
statements  which  have  graced  these  columns,  when 
the  subject  has  been  discussed.  But  what  do  we 
really  know  about  this  fish  P  ■ 

As  far  back  as  1888  Professor  Brown  Goode, 
who  accepted  the  classification  which  places  this 
species  with  the  salmon-trout  (in  a  subgenus  to 
be  called  either  Salar  or  Fario),  wrote  thus  :  '  It 
doe3  not  reach  a  weight  of  more  than  51b.  or 
61b.,  so  far  as  we  know,  and  most  of  them  as 
taken  are  fingerlings,  varying  from  4in.  to  1ft. m 
length.  ...  It  may  probably  run  into  the 
sea  from  streams  in  which  the  lower  waters  are 
clear.  It  feeds  on  worms,  larvae,  and  the  like. 
It  is  a  fish  of  little  gameness  and  activity,  which 
has  not  often  been  brought  into  the  markets  of 
San  Francisco,  and,  at  present,  has  little  economic 
importance,  although,  of  course,  a  good  table-fish. 
("American  Fishes,"  Sampson  Low,  Marston, 
and  Co.,  1888,  p.  456.)  This  account  seems  to  be 
the  source  of  what  little  knowledge  exists  in  this 
country  about  the  rainbow  trout. 

However,  last  year,  Messrs.  Jordan  and  Ever 
niann  published  their  official  work  entitled  "  The 
Fishes  of  North  America,"  in  which  an  endeavour 
is  made  to  classify  the  varieties  and  determine  the 
appropriate  positions  of  the  Pacific  trouts.  Three 
broad  divisions  are  made,  viz.,  the  steelhead  salmon 
(Salmo  gairdnerii),  the  rainbow  trouts  (Salmo 
irideus),  and  the  cut-throat  trouts  (Salmo  my- 
hiss).  It  is  well-known  that  the  steelhead  salmon 
is  a  coast- dwelling  fish,  which  migrates  up  the 
Californian  rivers  for  the  purpose  of  spawning. 
Salmo  irideus  is  found  in  rivers  of  three  different 
class— viz.,  those  of  the  brooks  of  California,  ot  the 
McCloud  river,  and  of  the  Kern  river,  and  a  very 
rimilar  variety  known  as  the  golden  trout  ot 
Mount  Whitney  (Salmo  irideus  var.  Agua-bomta). 

The  first  form,  which  is  known  as  Salmo  indeas 
var.  Gibbonii  is  found  in  the  feeders  of  coastwise 
rivers,  and  is  distinguished  by  having  about 
130  to  135  scales  in  the  lateral  line.  The  McCloud 
river  form  known  as  Salmo  irideus  var.  Shasta, 
popularly  called  "shasta"  trout,  is  the  "rainbow 
trout"  of  fish  culturists.  The  no-shee  trout 
(Salmo  irideus  var.  Stonei)  is  a  very  similar  form, 
having  smaller  scales— 155  in  the  lateral  line— 
whereas  ,:  shasta  "  has  140. 

The  myUss  trouts  include  many  forms,  which 
previously  had  special  names  given  to  them,  such 
as  Salmo  purpuratus,  Salmo  henshawii,  &c.  Then- 
common  names  are  cut-throat  trout,  Lake  Tahoe 
trout,  &c.  These  forms  have  a  smaller  series  m 
their  lateral  line  scales  ;  have  not  the  broad 
lateral  band  of  the  rainbow  trouts ;  and  have  a 
cut-throated  appearance,  due  to  two  splashes  ot 
red  on  the  throat.  , 

In  many  portions  of  the  country  the  three 
forms— gairdnerii,  irideus,  and  myhiss— are  quite 
distinct ;  but  Dr.  Gilbert  has  drawn  attention  to 
a  most  interesting  fact,  which  is  thus  recorded  by 
Professor  Jordan :  "  There  is,  however,  a  strange 
medley  of  forms,  apparently  aberrant  or  inter- 
mediate, confusing  any  attempt  at  specific  defini- 
tion." (Fishes  of  North  America,  Jordan  and 
Evermann,  1896,  p.  498.) 

This  point  is  specially  interesting  to  the  tew 
who  believe  that  in  this  country  our  forms  of 
Salmo  cannot  be  specifically  distinguished  the  one 
from  the  other. 

But  this  is  wandering  away  from  our  rainbows. 
Under  the  heading,  "  Salmo  Irideus  Shasta 
(Jordan),  a  splendid  description  is  given  of  the 
fish,  in  which  it  is  described  thoroughly  and 
scientifically.  For  reference  by  those  interested 
I  give  the  page— 502.  „  „  ,  . 

The  position  of  this  group  of  fishes  is,  according 
to  Jordan  and  Evermann,  in  a  subgenus  (trutta) 
with  the  European  salmon  trouts ;  but  Professor 
F  A.  Smitt  (the  first  authority  in  Europe)  as 
far  back  as  1886  gave  reasons  for  their  being 
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rather  placed  as  connecting  links  with  tie 
naymaycush  (Crislivomer)  between  the  salmons 
and  the  chars.  He  says  :  "It  is  evident  enough 
that  even  here  there  is  a  blending  together  tt 
characters,  the  most  natural  explanation  ot  which, 
if  it  does  not  lie  in  hybridism,  must  be  sought 
for  in  the  reminiscence  of  the  time  when  salmon 
and  char  in  their  development  were  not  quite 
differentiated  the  one  from  the  other.  {Btks- 
museets  Salmonider.  Kong.  Sv.  Vet.  Akad. 
Handlingar,  Vol.  21,  'No.  8,  p.  143,  literal  trans- 
lation.) 

These  three  authorities,  then,  may  be  taken  as 
expressing  the  scientific  aspect  of  this  question. 
All  have  shown  the  gradually  increasing  series 
of  scales  in  the  lateral  line  and  the  markedly 
scarlet  coloration,  which  seem  to  mark  the  char 
type ;  but  Professor  Smitt  alone  describes  them 
as  being  a  connecting  form  between  the  salmons 
and  the  chars.  , 

Quite  lately  we  had  in  the  pages  of  the  FtsMng 
Gazette  an  article  on  this  fish  by  Herr  F.  Jaffe,  the 
well  known  pisciculturist,  wherein  the  difiiculty  of 
determining  the  position  of  this  fish  amongst  the 
Salmonoids  is  alluded  to.  He  says :  "  It  is  certainly 
not  a  char  nor  allied  to  our  fario  kinds  (m  which 
I  include  all  so-called  lacustus,  ferox,  and  levens), 
and  Professor  Brown  Goode's  idea  of  placing  it 
among  the  salmon  trout  is  very  likely  correct, 
though  it  is  not  allied  to  any  of  our  European 
kinds.  The  rainbow  is  very  likely  a  near  cousin 
to  the  steelhead  (Salmo  gardnerii),*  a  Californian 
coasting  salmon,  though  we  cannot  call  it  a  true 
salmon  or  salmon  trout,  as  the  vomer  of  the  rain- 
bow shapes  exactly  like  those  of  the  true  trout 
kinds.  I  have  repeatedly  tried  to  cross  rainbows 
with  brook  trout,  fontinalis,  and  salmon,  but  with 
no  result,  and  I  think  we  must  assign  to  the  rain- 
bow a  species,  into  which  might  perhaps  be 
included  two  more  Americans, "  shasta"  trout  and 
cut- throat  (purp ura ta)  trout."  _  . 

Mr.  Fred  Mather,  the  eminent  American  pisci- 
culturist, says  :  "Permit  me  to  say  that  the  rain- 
bow is  not  a  char  like  the  fontinalis,  but  is  a  true 
salmo  like  the  fario,  with  scales,  but  slightly 
smaller.  The  latter  has  about  120  scales  in  the 
lateral  line,  while  the  rainbow  has  about  ten 
more,  against  some  280  in.  fontinalis.  American 
ichthyologists  place  the  black  spotted  trouts  of 
the  Pacific  Coast  in  the  genus  salmo,  while  the  so- 
called  trouts  of  the  Atlantic  slope  are  in  the 
genus  SalveUnus.  Thus  they  write  Salmo  Jar.,,. 
S.  irideus,  or  Gairdnerii,  for  the  brown  and  rain- 
bow trouts;  and  SalveUnus  fontinalis,  S.  oquassa, 
&c.  for  the  chars." 

The  reasons  why  Smitt  looks  towards  the 
Pacific  salmons  for  the  original  parentage  of  the 
rainbow  are  too  complicated  and  technical  to  be 
given  here ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  depend  on 
structure.    But  in  the  remarks  which  I  have 
quoted  from  Professor  Goode  and  Herr  Jaffe 
we  have    abundant  confirmation  of  its  close 
connection  with  these  marine  forms.    "It  may 
probably  run  into  the  sea,"  says  Professor  Goode, 
who  gives  an  iastance  of  a  transplanted  specimen 
so  doin<*.    "The  rainbow  is  very  likely  a  near 
cousin  to  the  steelhead  (Salmo  gardnerii),*  a 
Californian  coasting  salmon,  though  we  cannot 
call  it  a  true  salmon  or  salmon  trout,  as  the 
vomer  of  the  rainbow  shapes  exactly  like  those  of 
the  true  trout  kinds.    I  have  repeatedly  tried  to 
cross  rainbows  with  brook  trout,  Jonltnahs,  and 
salmon,  but  without  result    .    .    .    .  Thus 
Herr  Jaffe  expresses  Professor  Goode  s  idea,  and 
at  the  same  time  adds  a  very  valuable  piece  oi 
evidence :  "  I  have  repeatedly  tried  to  cross  rain- 
bows, &e."    Has  the  crossing  of  S.  irideus,  and 
S  qawdwrii  been  tried,  or  the  cross  fertilisation 
of  either  with  Oncorrijnchus  <tu'uni,ii.   Should  these 
forms  interbreed,  then  the  pec  uliar  form  relation- 
ship first  pointed  out  by  Smitt  would  he  of  still 
oreater  significance.    Another  'act  which  points 
to  the  truth  of  the  theory  that  .  e  rainbow  is  a 
fresh  water  form  of  some  anadronu  is  species  1 1 
the  peculiar  jump  in  the  growth  rate  between  the 
two  and  the  three-year-old  fish.    As  to  habits,  we 
may  learn  a  good  deal,  as  has  been  stated,  from 
structure,  and  rather  more  from  experience. 

Professor  Smitt's  measurements  of  the  jaw 
show  that  the  rainbow  is  not  so  carnivorous  a  fish 
as  the  common  trout  even,  and  Herr  Jaftea 
article  confirms  this,  although  not  m  its  entirety, 
for  though  he  accuses  fontinalis  of  cannibalism, 


*  This  should  have  been  gairdnerii. 
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he  only  says  of  the  rainbow  that  it  takes  the 
fly  very  well.  As  to  its  peaceable  disposition,  a 
very  suggestive  sentence  occurs  when  speaking  of 
waters  suitable  for  this  breed.  After  enumerating 
various  points,  the  writer  says :  "  Providing  that 
pike  or  perch  are  absent,  and  that  there  is  a 
plentiful  supply  of  sticklebacks/'  I  cannot  at  this 
moment  call  to  memory  any  fish  which  eats  other 
species  that  does  not  feed,  if  pressed  by  hunger, 
on  its  own  young,  save  and  except  they  be 
defended  from  its  attacks  by  some  special  arma- 
ture of  nature.  Certainly  if  the  rainbow  can 
make  a  dietary  of  sticklebacks,  the  most  active 
and  pugnacious  of  their  weight  and  size  amongst 
the  British  fishes,  one  would  almost  be  inclined  to 
think  that,  in  spite  of  structure  and  Mr.  Ormrod's 
statement  of  their  habits  in  captivity,  in  the  wild 
stage,  in  the  absence  of  "  sticklebacks "  and 
"  small  rudd,"  the  elders  of  the  flock  might  very 
well  supply  the  place  of  "  pike  and  big  perch." 

The  advantages,  as  stated  by  the  best  pisci- 
culturists, then,  are  these :  (1)  These  fish 
thrive  in  ponds,  especially  if  the  water  be  too 
warm  for  brown  trout;  (2)  they  will  breed  and 
make  redds  where  ordinary  trout  would  never 
think  of  doing  so — viz.,  on  the  sides  of  ponds 
where  there  is  no  chance  of  running  water ;  (3) 
they  grow  to  a  great  size  (61b.  to  101b.  in  four  to 
six  years) ;  (4)  they  take  the  fly  well,  especially 
the  Alexandra  or  small  salmon  flies ;  (5)  they 
are  not  so  subject  to  fungus  as  ordinary  trout ; 
(6)  they  are  excellent  fish  for  the  table.  The  dis- 
advantages seem  to  be :  (1)  That  being  a  quick 
growing  fish  this  species  requires  a  large  quantity 
of  food;  (2)  that  it  tends  to  work  down  stream  to 
the  sea;  (3)  that  it  is  not  as  marked  a  fly  feeder 
as  the  native  fario,  and  hence  does  not  afford  such 
good  sport  to  the  dry-fly  fisher.  The  general 
feeling  of  the  best  pisciculturists  may  be  summed 
up  as  follows:  (1)  That  the  rainbow  is  not  a 
competitor  of  the  brown  trout,  and  should  never 
be  introduced  where  fario  thrives;  (2)  that  it  will 
flourish  in  company  with  coarse  fish,  although, 
perhaps,  at  their  expense ;  (3)  that  it  is  an  excellent 
fish  for  stocking  reservoirs,  &c,  especially  those 
where,  owing  to  shallowness,  or  other  causes,  the 
waters  are  too  warm  to  support  trout.  That 
these  conclusions  are  not  sufficiently  appreciated 
by  the  owners  of  fisheries,  &c,  who  are  engaged 
in  stocking  waters,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact 
that  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society  removed  all 
their  coarse  fish,  especially  ninety  large  carp,  from 
one  of  their  lakes,  preparatory  to  putting  in  their 
c  ^nsignment  of  rainbows.  It  is  to  be  remembered 
also  that  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  the  great  American 
authority,  stated  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  last  month 
that  S.  iricleus  was  inferior  to  S.  fario  in  cold 
streams.  The  introduction  then  of  this  form  to 
lakes  where  trout  will  not  flourish  is  really  only 
an  endeavour  to  find  some  better  sporting  fish  than 
those  which  such  waters  have  hitherto  been  able  to 
support,  therefore  it  appears  to  the  present  writer 
a  question  of  doubtful  policy  to  clear  out  a  good 
stock  of  pike  or  perch  to  make  way  for  a  doubtful 
stock  of  a  practically  untried  species  ;  but,  as  has 
been  said,  and  that  very  properly,  many  lakes 
exist  the  contents  of  which  are  at  present  useless 
for  sporting  purposes,  which  could  be  thoroughly 
stocked  with  this  quickly-growing  form  of  game 
fish.  After  rainbows  have  been  some  years  bred 
in  such  situations,  we  shall  then  ba  in  a  position  to 
speak  as  to  their  development,  life  history,  and 
habits.  At  present,  as  to  their  natural  food,  we 
are  left  to  choose  between  the  "  worms,  larva;,  and 
the  like,"  of  Brown  Goode,  and  the  "  sticklebacks, 
shell  fish,  and  small  rudd  "  of  Herr  Jaffe,  while 
at  the  same  time  we  are  asked  to  believe  that 
these  fish  "take  the  fly  very  well."  Again, 
Professor  Brown  Goode  says  of  this  species,  "  It 
is  a  fish  of  little  gameness  or  activity,"  while  Mr. 
Ormrod  remarks,  "  They  are  the  gamest  fish  I 
know  on  the  rod." 

There  is,  doubtless,  no  need  to  warn  piscicul- 
turists against  the  danger  of  unsuitably  stocking 
waters  with  this  fish ;  but  it  is  not  to  these  gentle- 
men that  any  warning  need  be  addressed  by  the 
present  writer.  All  who  have  written,  Herr  Jaffe, 
and  through  him  Professor  Hofer,  E.V.C.,  and  last, 
but  not  least,  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  have  uttered  warn- 
ings against  the  attempt  being  made  to  substitute 
Salmo  irideus  for  brown  trout  in  cold  streams. 
But  if  introduced  into  reservoirs,  especially  those 
which  it  has  been  said,  by  reason  of  summer 
temperature,  or  lack  of  spawning  ground,  are  un- 
suitable for  brown  trout,  there  appears  no  reason 


why  there  should  not  be  room  for  this  fish  in  our 
British  fauna.  The  rainbow,  however,  will  re- 
quire protection  from  its  friends,  for  it  is  never 
to  be  forgotten  that  indiscriminate  advocacy  is 
worse  than  abuse,  and  that  one  unsuitable 
stocking  will  do  more  harm  to  the  ultimate 
welfare  of  the  breed  than  a  dozen  successes  can 
rectify.  Further,  should  a  statement  of  one  of 
its  advocates— viz.,  that  these  fish  are  "savage, 
insatiable  feeders,"  be  taken  as  literally  correct, 
the  disastrous  consequences  which  will  ensue  from 
introducing  such  species  into  our  already  depleted 
main  rivers,  or  even  their  tributaries,  must  be 
apparent  to  everyone. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  M.B.,  F.Z.S. 


"  THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DRY  FLY." 

We  have  received  from  Messrs.  Lawrence  and 
Bullen,  Limited,  a  copy  of  "  The  Book  of  the  Dry 
Fly,"  by  Mr.  George  A.  B.  Dewar,  with  contribu- 
tions by  the  Marquis  of  Granby  and  E.  J.  Booth. 
We  shall  notice  it  next  week ;  have  had  time  at 
present  only  just  to  glance  over  it,  and  note  some 
excellent  coloured  plates  of  natural  and  artificial 
flies,  an  exquisite  photogravure  frontispiece,  and 
a  menu  which  looks  most  inviting,  and  we  have 
little  doubt  will  prove  so. 


A  NOTE  FROM  GLENLYON. 


One  of  Mr.  Gillett's  customers  (Mr.  Geo.  W. 
Skinner)  sent  him  the  other  day  (March  15)  a 


kitchen  garden,  which',  early  in  the  season,  held 
plenty  of  gudgeon.  This  was  a  favourite  pitch 
among  the  older  anglers,  and  from  this  spot  to  the 
first  reach,  where  was  another  excellent  roach 
swim,  the  water  was  good  for  chub  and  dace, 
when  in  May  and  June  large  ones  were  often 
caught.  About  60yds.  from  the  kitchen  garden 
gate  was  another  swim,  with  a  depth  of  7ft.  close 
in,  near  to  some  white  palings  which  stood  there ; 
the  bottom  was  hard  gravel.  Near  to  this  were 
three  pollards,  close  by  which  was  a  swim  with  a 
fine  sandy  bottom,  holding  roach,  dace,  and  large 
gudgeon. 

The  water  from  here  was  all  good  down  to 
the  barbel  hole,  formed  by  a  bend  in  the  river, 
where  there  was  considerable  depth,  and  out  of 
this  the  late  Mr.  J.  W.  Gant  caught  seventeen 
barbel  of  good  weight — one  of  them  91b. — in  a  few 
hours.  There  were  shallows,  scours,  and  holes  in 
rapid  succession,  made  by  the  tortuous  course  of 
the  river,  until  Mar  Dyke  barred  further  progress, 
andDigby's  water  commenced  here. 

At  the  confluence  of  Mar  Dyke  a  pike  could 
usually  be  found  "  at  home,"  and  many  were  the 
wagers  made  that  one  would  be  caught  there  in 
less  than  ten  minutes,  and  wager  or  fish  was 
seldom  lost. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  river  led  up  to  the 
mill  and  locks,  and  offered  many  swims  of  average 

excellence. 

Immediately  facing  the  house  on  the  opposite 
side  were  some  capital  chub  and  roach  quarters, 
easily  distinguished  by  the  parings  of  cheese, 
paste,  &c,  dropped  on  the  grass  by  anglers ;  and 
right  away  from  here  to  what  was  known  as 
"Baugh's  swim"  (who  was  a  photographer,  of 


A  27iLD.  Glenlyox  Salmon. 


photo  of  a  27ilb.  salmon,  the  record  fish  on  that 
water  so  far.  It  was  killed  on  one  of  Mr.  Gillett's 
10ft.  whole  cane  spinning  rods. 


A  RIVER 


LEA  FISHERY 
YEARS  AGO. 


THIRTY 


Keid's  fishery,  situated  on  the  navigable  part 
of  the  Lea,  was  better  known  as  the  Pike  and 
Anchor  water,  and  within  a  short  walk  of  the 
G.E.R.  Ponder's  End  Station. 

At  the  time  I  am  writing  of  the  Pike  and 
Anchor  Tavern  was  kept  by  Mr.  R.  W.  Jewison, 
who  was  well  spoken  of  by  those  frequenting  his 
house"  because  he  provided  excellent  fare  at  a  very 
moderate  tariff,  and  he  well  understood  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  anglers.  The  subscription  to  the 
fishery  was  10s.  6d.  per  annum,  including  jack 
fishing ;  or  Is.  per  day  for  bottom  fishing  only. 
There  was  an  ordinary — or,  rather,  from  the 
plentiful  choice  of  viands,  and  smallness  of 
charge,  an  extraordinary — every  week  day  at  half- 
past  one,  and  on  Sundays  at  half -past  two,  to  which 
anglers  and  visitors  were  called  across  the  marshes 
from  the  old  and  new  river  by  a  whistle.  The 
tavern  could  make  up  seven  beds,  and  at  a  pinch 
two  anglers  had  to  sleep  together.  I  once  had 
Mr.  Job  West,  who  weighed  22st.,  for  my  bed- 
fellow; but  most  of  the  night  I  sat  in  a  chair,  or 
looked  out  of  window,  for  it  was  hot  September 
weather,  and  we  had  gone  there  barbelling.  The 
tavern  represented  the  headquarters  of  three 
distinct  subscription  waters,  for,  while  in  the 
centre  of  its  own  district,  it  was  supported  by 
Digby's  fishery  below  and  by  Baily's  above,  i.e., 
up  stream. 

To  get  to,  some  of  the  best  swims  it  was  neces- 
sary to  pass  through  the  house,  and  skirting  the 
garden,  through  the  gate,  on  to  tlie  meadows, 
where  the  river  from  Enfield  flowed  past.  The 
gardens  afforded  good  swims  for  roach  and  dace, 
particularly  a  hole  about  half-way  down  the 


Ludgate-hill),  past  Hancock's,  to  Tyas's  swim, 
was  all  good  water,  with  an  average  depth  of 
7ft.  throughout. 

An  impression  prevailed  on  the  Lea  that  the 
passage  of  a  barge  was  productive  of  bites.  Billy 
Pye,  a  noted  Lea  angler,  used  to  say  ;  "  A  move 
in  the  water  does  good  at  times.  I  almost  always 
have  a  run  when  live  baiting,  after  a  boat  has 
passed."  Poor  Billy  Pye !  he  has  followed  many 
another  good  angler  across  the  silent  river.  A 
favourite  exclamation  of  his  friend,  old  Joe  Butt, 
the  stud  groom,  was :  "  Peace  to  his  manes.''  Joe 
made  but  one  syllable  of  it. 

Just  before  getting  to  the  lock  was  a  backwater, 
crossed  by  the  East  London  Waterworks  Bridge, 
our  readiest  way  to  the  inn,  but  to  reach  a  swim 
called  "  The  Timbers,"  one  of  the  punts — at  the 
service  of  subscribers — had  to  be  used.  Large 
takes  of  roach  were  secured  here,  many  of  them 
reaching  lib.  and  1  Ub. 

Another  swim  memorable  for  its  heavy  roach 
was  off  Mr.  Newsham's  garden,  who,  being  a 
subscriber  and  a  worthy  fellow,  granted  per- 
mission to  those  who  wished  to  fish  it ;  and  Mr. 
Young,  at  the  mill,  was  never  known  to  refuse  the 
request  of  an  aDgler  to  fish  in  the  mill  tail,  if 
properly  tendered,  which  may  also  be  said  of  his 
successor,  the  present  proprietor. 

From  the  lock  upwards  to  the  first  bend  there 
was  not  much  stream — the  mill-cut  taking  the 
current  the  water  was  heavy — but  good  for  jack 
and  perch  ;  a  little  above  this  was  the  Bush  swim , 
well  known  then  to  Lea  anglers,  although  the 
bush  was  gone;  the  swim  was  by  a  gate  on  the 
marsh  at  the  upper  end  of  a  stone  causeway. 

Opposite  the  Barge  Lock  was  "  the  Crab-bush 
swim,  often  contended  for  by  anglers  who  would 
be  there  before  daylight  so  as  to  secure  it ;  and 
after  this  there  was  not  a  yard  but  what  was 
fishable  water. 

The  osier-bed  swim  next  presented  itself,  and 
could  bo  spotted,  by  a  straight  lino  drawn  from 
Sewardstone  Hill  on  one  side  of  the  water,  to 
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Durance  Harbour  on  the  other — an  ancient 
residence,  once  inhabited  by  the  notorious  Judge 
Jeffries. 

Just  below  some  haystacks  (one  or  more  had 
been  there  from  time  immemorial)  was  the  chub 
scour  par  excellence  of  the  water,  which  could  be 
fished  easily  from  a  hollow  in  the  bank  above. 

The  towing-path  about  here  was  peculiar,  a 
hard  road  with  high  hawthorn  bushes  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  river  on  the  other,  it  was  much  sought 
after  before  the  railway  traffic  disturbed  anglers. 
The  locality  was  very  pretty,  and  being  screened 
from  the  wind  which  swept  across  the  marshes 
was  a  favourite  place  because  of  its  picturesque- 
ness  and  quietude. 

Some  60yds.  above  the  haystacks  going  towards 
Enfield  Locks,  Mr.  L.  Rich  once  took  in  one  day 
a  pike  weighing  101b.  6oz.  and  a  trout  61b.  10oz., 
besides  other  fish  which  the  keeper  landed  for 
him.  The  Upper  Gate  swim  was  now  reached, 
and  from  this  point  the  water  was  heavy,  but 
good  fishing.  A  brook  called  "  No  Man's  Water  " 
entered  on  the  opposite  side.  It  rises  at  Enfield 
Town,  and  is  the  ancient  Wash,  and  at  its  mouth 
jack  and  perch  of  good  size  were  frequently 
taken.  The  old  river,  which  falls  in  here,  was 
'made  memorable  from  Mr.  Gant  having  caught, 
just  above  the  bridge,  three  bream  weighing  141b., 
the  largest  being  61b.,  and  a  trout  of  41b.  4oz. ; 
both  were  exquisitely  preserved  by  Sanders,  and 
adorned  the  parlour  of  the  Pike  and  Anchor 
Tavern,  where  also  was  a  pike  of  101b.  4oz. 
worthy  of  notioe,  it  having  been  taken  on  a  tight 
gut  line  and  No.  7  hook. 

We  now  arrived  at  the  Swan  and  Pike  Inn, 
which  bounded  Jewison's  water,  at  whose  house, 
among  other  evidences  of  his  desire  to  add 
attractions  to  the  stream  was  a  fish  hatching 
appai-atus  in  which  he  was  successful  in  rearing 
trout,  &c,  from  ova  supplied  by  the  late  Mr. 
Francis  Francis.  It  was  singular  that  no  angler 
fished  this  water  with  a  fly,  although  much  of  it 
was  well  adapted  to  that  elegant  branch  of  the 
art ;  and  trout,  chub,  and  dace  were  there  in 
sufficient  abundance  to  court  "the  graceful 
wand ;  "  in  fact,  the  reputation  of  the  water  was, 
that  either  for  surface  or  bottom  fishing,  it  was 
second  to  none  on  the  Lea.   Alfred  Jaedine. 


MESSES.  FARLOW'S  POCKET 
PRICE  LIST. 


Once  again  we  have  the  pleasure  to  recom- 
mend to  the  notice  of  our  readers  the  admirable 
little  catalogue,  published  annually,  with  addi- 
tions and  revisions,  by  Messrs.  Farlow  and  Co., 
Limited,  of  191,  Strand,  London,  who,  we  are 
glad  to  hear,  are  to  have  an  exhibit  at  the 
Imperial  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

Among  the  novelties  in  this  handy  and  fully 
illustrated  price  list  we  may  mention : 

Farlow's  Perfect  Cork  Handle  Green- 
heart  Ladies'  Salmon  Rods  — They  are  made 
in  two  lengths,  14ft.  and  15ft.  The  grip3  of  these 
rods  are  made  of  solid  cork,  thereby  dispensing 
with  the  wood  that  is  usually  left  for  the  grip. 
The  cork  handle  has  a  hole  bored  through  it  to 
receive  the  butt,  which  is  the  same  size  under  the 
cork  as  above  the  grip.  Consequently  the  play  is 
continued  to  the  winch,  thereby  giving  greater 
casting  power  than  ordinary  rods  of  the  same 
length.  The  great  advantage  of  the  cork  grip  is 
that  these  rods  are  considerably  lighter  than  the 
ordinary  salmon  rods,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
weights  below.  Upright  rings  and  steel  revolving 
head  rings.  :  14ft.  rods  weigh  about  24oz. ;  15ft. 
rods  weigh  about  29oz. 

Another  light  rod  they  have  introduced  this 
season  is : 

The  "  Fife  "  Split  Cane  Light  Salmon  or 
Grilse  Rod. — Steel  centred.  Made  in  two  sizes, 
14ft.  and  loft.  For  ladies  or  gentlemen  who 
cannot  use  heavy  rods.  They  are  constructed  in 
balance  and  action  on  the  most  improved  principles, 
they  have  also  been  thoroughly  tested,  and  found 
to  be  quite  powerful  enough  for  most  salmon 
rivers.  We  have  been  able  to  produce  these  rods 
considerably  lighter  than  formerly,  without  any 
reduction  in  strength,  and  can  confidently  recom- 
mend them.  They  are  fitted  with  cork  handles 
and  lock-fast  joints.  The  14ft.  rod  weighs  about 
22£oz. ;  the  15ft.  rod  weighs  about  25oz.  Special 
reels  and  lines  are  sold  to  suit  these  rods. 

We  note  that  Farlow's  new  patent  lever  salmon 


winch  can  now  be  had  made  of  alloyed  aluminium. 
They  can  be  regulated  to  any  stiffness  at.will. 
The  alloy  used  in  these  reels  so  hardens  the 
aluminium  that  they  will  stand  hard  work  quite 
as  well  as  brass,  and,  as  will  be  seen  by_  the 
weights,  are  much  lighter :  Size,  S^in.,  weight, 
9oz. ;  3Jin.,  lOAoz.;  4in.,  12oz. ;  4£in.,  13ioz.; 
4Jin.,  I45OZ.  This  winch  is  designed  to  effect  an 
adjustable  check  upon  the  revolving  plate,  so  that 
resistance,  the  power  of  which  can  be  graduated 
at  will,  may  be  offered  to  the  running  out  of  the 
line.  The  regulating  screw  is  on  the  outside  of 
the  plate  of  the  winch,  which  can  be  easily  turned 
with  the  fingers  to  produce  or  lessen  the  amount 
of  pressure  required.  They  are  made  in  the  above 
sizes  with  the  usual  ratchet  check. 

Of  "  Sea  Tackle,"  as  recommended  by  "  John 
Bickerdyke,"  in  the  Badminton  Library  volume 
on  "Sea  Fishing,"  Messrs.  Farlow  make  a  special 
feature,  devoting  two  pages  (72  and  73)  to  it.  We 
are  glad  to  see  our  friend,  the  "Sarcelle"  Spinner, 
included.  (If  "  Sarcelle "  sees  this,  we  should 
advise  him  to  try  Messrs.  Farlow's  "  Magnet " 
Spinner  on  those  Italian  trout ;  it  is  very  light, 
and  can  be  thrown  like  a  fly.) 

For  fishing  in  India  Messrs.  Farlow's  make 
special  outfits.  Mr.  Alfred  C.  Harmsworth,  who 
looked  in  to  have  a  chat  the  other  day,  told  us  he 
was  delighted  with  the  outfit  Messrs.  Farlow  pro- 
vided for  him  for  his  visit  to  India,  where  he 
killed  monsters  up  to  401b.  He  has  kindly 
promised  to  send  the  F.  G.  some  account  of  his 
angling  adventures  in  India. 


DONATION  FUND. 
For  construction  of  a  model  of  the  River 
Thames  from  its  source  to  the  sea,  to  be  exhibited 
at  the  Imperial  Institute  Yachting  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition— May  to  August,  1897.  We  shall 
next  week  publish  a  first  list  of  donations  to  the 
above  Fund.  All  donations  will  be  acknowledged 
in  the  columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  also 
direct  to  the  donors. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death 
&c,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing  Oazette._ 
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ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND  ISLANDS. 
Lochs  of  Orkney  (continued). 

Loch  Saviskaill  is  in  the  Island  of  Rousay. 
It  is  the  best  of  all  the  Rousay  lochs,  of  which 
there  are  six,  some  larger  and  some  smaller  than 
this  one,  but  not  yielding  such  good  sport.  The 
largest  loch  on  the  island  is  called  the  Muckle 
Water,  and  a  smaller  loch  near  it  is  known  as  the 
Peerie  Water.  Loch  Saviskaill  belongs  to  Gen. 
Traill  Burroughs,  of  Rousay,  C.B.,and  leave  must 
be  got  from  him  or  his  factor.  Rousay  is  an 
island,  and  there  is  no  hotel  or  inn  on  it,  so  that 
the  loch  is  rather  inaccessible.  There  are  yellow 
trout  and  sea  trout  (some  of  them  of  great  weight) 
in  Loch  Saviskaill,  but  the  average  size  is  Alb.  or 
so.  The  best  time  is  May  to  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber. Rousay  is  interesting  from  its  having  been 
in  early  times  a  resort  of  the  Vikings.  It  is  now 
visited  for  its  scenery  and  its  "  Roost."  Route  : 
By  steamer  from  London  to  Aberdeen,  or  by  rail 
to  Aberdeen,  Wick,  or  Thurso ;  thence  by  steamer 
to  Kirkwall,  and  thence  by  steamer  to  Rousay. 

Loch  Skaill. — A  small  loch  in  the  parish  of 
Sand  wick,  of  no  account  for  fishing,  but  in  a 
very  interesting  locality.  It  is  six  miles  from 
Stromness. 

Loch  Stennis  is  the  chief  of  the  Orkney 
lochs,  and  is  about  nine  .miles  by  one  and  a  half 
at  its  greatest  breadth.  The  principal  proprietors 
are  the  trustees  of  Col.  Balfour,  of  Balfour 
Castle,  and  Mrs.  Watt,  of  Breckness.  There 


are  boats,  of  which  strangers  may  sometimes  get 
the  use,  and  the  loch  is  open  to  the  public.  It 
contains  abundance  of  sea  trout,  and  capital 
baskets  are  often  made.  June,  July,  August,  and 
September  are  the  best  months ;  in  September  the 
sport  is  best,  and  the  fish  in  fine  condition.  Some 
of  the  trout  in  the  loch  are  very  large,  and  one 
was  killed  in  1889  which  weighed  291b.  There  is 
some  fine  rock  scenery  in  the  neighbourhood,  on 
the  western  coast  of  Orkney,  and  the  well-known 
standing  stones  of  Stennis  are  of  great  in- 
terest. This  Druidical  monument  is  second  only 
in  importance  to  the  monument  at  Stonehenge 
The  Messrs.  Anderson,  after  giving  a  long  detail 
of  one  of  the  theories  regarding  these  remains 
which  have  been  constructed  by  eager  antiquaries, 
say :  "  We  have  loitered  long  in  a  heathen  temple, 
but  if  we  compare  for  a  moment  the  horrors  of 
those  human  sacrifices  which  were  probably  offered 
here  with  the  light  and  liberty  which  we  enjoy 
since  that  which  was  offered  for  us  on  Calvary, 
we  may  the  more  readily  be  induced  to  offer  that 
living  sacrifice  which  is  both  an  acceptable  and  a 
reasonable  one."  The  best  place  to  reside  for 
fishing  Loch  Stennis  is  at  Finstown,  or,  better 
still,  Stromness— the  first  four  miles  from  the 
loch,  the  second  two  and  a  half  miles  from  it. 
Information  regarding  private  lodgings  may  easily 
be  obtained  at  either  place.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Thurso ;  thence  by  steamer  to  Stromness,  where 
there  are  two  inns. 

Loch  Swannay,  or  Swona, — A  loch  about 
two  mile3  long  by  three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  in 
the  parish  of  Birsay.  The  ownership  is  claimed, 
we  believe,  both  by  the  Mai-quis  of  Zetland  and 
Mr.  Brotchie,  of  Swannay.  It  holds  a  great 
number  of  trout,  some  of  them  very  large. 
Ordinary  flies  are  used,  but  the  angler  in  Orkney 
should  always  have  a  good  supply  of  worm.  From 
May  to  the  end  of  September  is  the  best  time,  and 
visitors  can  reside  at  the  Park  Cottage,  Birsay. 
The  sea-coast  scenery  near  here  is  very  grand,  one 
cliff,  Costa  Head,  rising  nearly  500ft.  out  of  the  sea. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Thurso  ;  thence  by  steamer  to 
Stromness ;  thence  hire  thirteen  miles  to  Birsay. 

Loch  Swart  Mill  and  Loch  Tookquay  are 
in  Westray — not  worth  fishing. 

Loch  Tredwall.— An  exceedingly  pretty  lake 
in  Papa — parish  of  Westray.  It  stretches  almost 
across  the  island,  in  a  south-westerly  direction, 
and  has  in  the  centre,  on  a  charming  little  islet, 
the  ruins  of  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Tredwall,  a 
female  saint.  Preserved,  but  sport  is  not  very 
great.  The  most  convenient  place  to  stay  at  is 
Pierowall  in  W estray,  across  the  Firth.  Route  : 
Same  as  Loch  Bea  to  Kirkwall ;  thence  by  sieamer 
to  Pierowall,  where  an  open  boat  may  be  had  to 
Papa. 

Loch  Twatt,  or  Kir  buster,  or  Boardhouse, 
or  Birsay. — A  loch  about  two  miles  long,  in  the 
parish  of  Bireay.  It  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of 
Zetland,  and  it  is  open  to  the  public ;  and  anglers 
can  live  at  Park  Cottage,  Birsay,  close  by,  or 
at  Smithfield  Inn,  five  miles  off.  The  loch  con- 
tains trout,  many  several  lbs.  weight.  The  hs&t 
time  is  from  May  till  the  beginning  of  October, 
and  capital  sport  is  often  to  be  had.  The  land 
scenery  is  tame,  but  the  coast  views  are  the  finest 
in  this  part  of  Orkney.  The  parish  of  Birsay  is 
rich  in  old  associations.  Here  was  situated  the 
ancient  capital  of  the  Orkneys,  though  now  not  a 
vestige  remains  to  mark  its  site  except  a  cluster 
of  miserable  hovels.  Near  here  is  the  ruined 
palace  of  Earl  Robert  Stewart,  and  the  church 
built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  once  stately 
edifice  dedicated  to  Jesus  Christ,  near  which,  on 
the  Brugh,  stand  the  ruins  of  St.  Peter's,  a  Culdee 
chapel.  The  district  of  Birsay  was  called  by  the 
Norsemen,  "  Bergisherad  " — that  is,  the  "  hunt- 
ing territory."  There  are  many  very  small  lochs 
in  it,  frequented  by  wild  swans,  ducks,  &C. 
Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Swanney,  which  see. 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  reading  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Ross.-shire  {continued). 
Auchnasheen  is  a  station  on  the  Highland 
Railway,  and  it  is  the  starting  point  for  the 
coaches  which  ply  daily  to  Gairloch,  passing  Loch 
Maree.     Auchnasheen  Hotel  forms  part  of  the 
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railway  station,  and  there  is  an  entrance  from  the 
platform.  Visitors  can  sometimes  fish  the  Sheen, 
close  hy. 

Gairloch  is  heautifully  situated  on  the  west 
coast  of  Ross-shire,  and  is  a  favourite  tourist 
resort.  It  is  reached  by  steamer  from  Oban  or 
Glasgow,  or  by  coach  from  Auchnasheen  Station 
on  the  Highland  Railway,  and  the  drive  along  the 
shores  of  Loch  Maree  is  a  very  beautiful  one. 
Visitors  can  fish  Loch  Tolly,  three  and  a  half 
miles  off — coach  passes  the  Loch  every  morning ; 
Loah  Bad-a-Chreamh,  three  miles  off,  coach  first 
half  of  the  way.  There  is  a  boat  on  the  loch,  and 
good  sport  is  got.  The  trout  are  very  silvery, 
and  baskets  of  from  101b.  to  181b.  have  been  got. ' 

Crarrynahine  is  fourteen  miles  by  road  from 
Stornoway,  the  capital  of  the  Lews,  which  is 
reached  by  steamer  from  Glasgow,  Oban,  or 
Strome  Ferry.  Visitors  can  fish  the  Black  water, 
also  Loch  Tarbert,  Loch  Cloud,  and  Loch  Beg 
fie  charge  being,  for  the  lochs,  10s.  per  day' 
besides  gillie's  wages,  and  15s.  per  day  and  gillie's 
wages  for  the  river,  including  boat. 

Garve  is  a  station  on  the  Highland  Railway, 
and  close  by  is  the  Hazel  Brae  Hotel  and  Garve' 
Hotel.  The  scenery  about  is  very  picturesque. 
Visitors  can  fish  Loch  Garve,  a  mile  off ;  Loch 
Luichart,  three  miles  off;  also  the  Garve  river 
close  by,  and  a  small  mountain  loch  three  miles  off. 
(To  be  continued.) 


A  CAPITAL  NEW  FISHING  TACKLE 
CATALOGUE. 


patterns,  nine  for  the  North  Esk,  and  others  for  the 
most  important  rivers.  Then  we  have  Rohalds's, 
Francis's,  Halford's,  Pritt's,  and  other  series 


Phantoms.— Mr.  Brown  was  probably  the  oe 
man  who  ever  made  a  reputation  out  of 
Phantom,  and  Mr.  Bell  keeps  it  up  well  by 


Most  anglers  who  have  visited  Aberdeen  know 
Mr.  D.  Bell,  the  extremely  courteous  proprietor 
wi  6  old-estat>lished4  fishing  tackle  business  of 
William  Brown,  64,  George- street,  Aberdeen.  Mr 
Bell  is  deservedly  one  of  the  most  generally  re- 
spected members  of  the  trade.  Mr.  B.  thoroughly 
understands  his  business,  and,  what  is  far  more 
important,  can  be  fully  relied  on.  He  has  just 
produced  a  small  illustrated  catalogue,  which  he 
will  send  post  free  to  anyhond  fide  angler  who 
writes  to  him  for  one.  He  has  kindly  lent  us  two 
illustrations  which  appear  in  his  list.  They  are 
J  rom  photographs  voluntarily  sent  to  him  from 
his  customers  in  India  and  British  Columbia, 
that  om.  mahseer  looks  as  if  he  could  swallow  a 
l.ahy. 

To  refer  to  a  few  special  features  in  Mr.  Bell's 
list  briefly  is  all  we  have  space  for. 
Of  artificial  flies  we  know  no  more  complete  list  | 


A  J&HMINISC'ENCE    OF    RAWALLA,    DECEMBER,  1805. 

Mahseer,  531b.    54  inches. 

(From  Crown's  "Fishing  Tackle  List.")  ' 


of  trout  flies;  speoial  Scotch  and  Irish  patterns, 
floating  May  Flies,  loch  flies,  sea  trout  flies 
Mr.  Murdoch's  Sutherland  Loch  Flies,  Loch 


additions  and  improvements  to  these  unsurpassed 
artificial  spinning  baits. 

There  is  a  novel  table  on  p.  9,  giving  the  line- 


Tun  Fraser  River  at   Liu.out,  British  Columbia,  Canaiu. 
(From  Brown's  ••  Fishing  Tucklo  List."; 


"Z^'flls^^  I  fe^i^8;^  Yi  \Ut  hy^°  me^nS  least'  I  ho,dinS  capacities  of  reels  of  the  same  make  but 

y  peoiai  hpey  |  hsts  of  American  trout,  lake,  and  bass  flies.  |  different  sizes,  and  for  lines  of  different  thick' 


March  27,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


227 


nesses.  Mr.  Brown  makes  a  feature  of  whole  gut 
casts,  mahseer  tackle,  sea  tackle,  &c. 

The  following  from  India  speaks  for  itself : 
"  Rawalpindi,  Punjab,  India. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  given  your  gut,  &c. ,  a  further  trial, 
and  find  them  excellent.  On  June  8  and  9  I  landed  seven 
fish,  2051b.  biggest,  511b.,  441b.,  341b.,  and  smaller,  on  the 

ttgle  gut  trace  you  sent  me,  and  this  was  not  even 
imperial  gut,  I  think.  This  is  almost  a  "record"  bag, 
and  a  test  seldom  given  to  a  single  gut  trace.  Your  small 
spoons  and  mounts  are  excellent.  Itiiedthem  too.  .  .  . 
Believe  me,  yours  faithfully,  G.  H.  Lacy  (Capt.),  hon. 
secretary,  North  Punjab  Fishing  Club."  [Also  author  of 
the  North  Punjab  Fishing  Club  Anglers'  Handbook}. 

Mr.  Bell's  special  natural  gut  casts  for  t/i-out, 
lake  trout,  and  sea  trout,  are  carefully  tapered, 
natural  gut  from  end  to  end,  and  made  of  the 
longest  strands  obtainable  of  each  thickness. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 


LONDON  ANGLING  ASSOCIATIONS. 


A  meeting  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Charles 
S.  Patterson,  will  be  held  at  the  Swallow  Assembly 
Rooms,  Swallow-street,  Piccadilly,  on  Wednesday 
next,  the  31st  inst.,  at  7  p.m.  to  discuss  the 
question  of  the  Union  of  London  Angling 
Invitations,  we  are  informed,  have 
to  the  principal  anglers  of  the 


Associations, 
been  issued 
Metropolis. 


THE  FLY  FISHEKS'  CLUB. 


At  a  special  general  meeting  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  held  on  Thursday  last,  to  elect  a  president 
for  the  year,  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  was  unanimously 
elected. 


The  rising  of  the  Greeks  against  the  Turks  in 
Crete  gives  special  timeliness  to  the  reminiscences 
of  the  Greek  revolution  in  1821,  which  F.  B. 
Sanborn  has  prepared  for  the  April  Scribner's, 
under  the  title,  "Odysseus  and  Trelawny — A 
Sequel  to  Byron's  Grecian  Career."  Odysseus 
was  one  of  the  most  picturesque  heroes  of 
that  romantic  age,  and  during  part  of  the 
Revolution  Trelawny  and  he  lived  in  a  cave  on 
Mount  Parnassus. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Eemarks.— In  the  early 
portion  of  this  week,  and  at  the  latter  end  of  last  week, 
the  river  has  been  in  a  wretched  condition,  and  the  tides 
have  been  unusually  heavy,  covering  the  land  and  meadows 
adjoining.  There  have  been  some  large  shoals  of  dace  at 
Teddington,  and  the  high  water  has  been  useful  to  them 
in  getting  to  their  spring  beds  above.  Great  anxiety  has 
been  expressed  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  and  the  Anglers  and  Central  Association  in 
reference  to  the  swans  and  ducks  on  the  river,  and  the 
former  has  been  in  communication  with  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain and  the  Vintner  and  Dyers  Companies  as  to  the 
housing  of  the  barren  swans  which  was  done  two  years 
ago,  but  the  replies  as  yet  have  not  been  very  favourable. 
The  London,  Surrey,  and  Middlesex  County  Councils  have 
been  urged  to  assist  in  the  movement  ,  and  other  efforts  will 
be  made  to  bring  it,  if  possible,  to  a  successful  issue.  At  the 
committee  meeting  of  the  T.A.P.S.  on  Tuesday  last  the 
presentation  of  a  forfeited  net  by  the  Thames  Conservators 
was  gratefully  acknowledged,  and  will  be  useful  for  netting 
purposes  in  the  re-stocking  of  the  river.  My  labours  have 
now  closed  after  a  period  of  thirty-eight  years,  and  I  have 
the  satisfaction  of  looking  back  to  my  early  days,  at  the 
work  I  have  done  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of  anglers 
in  the  removal  of  many  evils,  and  of  finding  the  river  now 
in  a  very  different  and  more  satisfactory'  state.  I  leave  it 
with  very  deep  regret  as  I  have  made  so  many  friends  who 
value  and  appreciate  the  services  I  have  rendered,  and 
whose  friendship  I  hope  still  to  retain.  The  river  just 
now  is  so  out  of  order  it  has  been  impossible  to  get  any 
evidence  as  to  the  movements  of  the  trout,  for  the  season 
now  so  near  at  hand,  but  the  water  has  been  going  down 
fast,  and  all  will  depend  on  the  weather  as  to  what  may  be 
expected  on  the  opening  day. — B. 

  (Windsor  District).  —  A  continuance  of  the 

weather  enjoyed  here  on  the  23rd  inst.,  which  was  a  per- 
fect May  day,  will  bring  the  itrout  to  the  surface,  and 
would-be  captors  should  keep  a  look  out.  If  favoured  with 
good  weather  the  water-will  be  A 1  for  the  opening  day, 
Thursday  next.  Local  anglers  are  preparing  for  them, 
and  there  are  several  aspiratts  to  the  "  boveney  baby,  ' 
which  poor  "  J.  P.  W."  waited  for  so  patiently.  Alas  !  his 
stalwart  form  will  not  again  be  seen  on  the  weir,  but  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  many  of  his  best  specimen  Thames 
trout  are  still  gracing  the  walls  of  the  Castle  Hotel, 
Windsor,  the  new  proprietors,  Messrs.  Coles  Brothers, 
late  of  Melbourne,  Australia,  having  succeeded  him  and 


purchased  many  of  the  cases.  The  following,  which  I 
heard  spoken  this  morning,  will  give  some  idea  of 
the  estimation  in  which  Thames  trout  are  held  by  local 
men  :  A  small  fly  of  a  killing  pattern,  as  used  for 
northern  trouting,  was  lying  at  hand,  which  attracted 
the  attention  of  my  friend,  said  he,  "  I  would  rather 
catch  one  Thames  trout  than  40,000  of  these  silly 
fieh."  Of  course,  I  could  not  agree  with  him,  being  too 
fond  of  the  fly  myself  ;  though  Thames  trout,  like  their 
brothers  and  sisters  in  New  Zealand,  are  bad  risers  to  a  fly, 
only  the  small  fish  being  had  by  this  means.  Hence  the 
Thames  trout  angler  is  compelled  to  resort  to  spinning,  or 
the  less  skilful,  but  more  successful,  methcdof  live  baiting. 
Later. — Though  still  high,  water  looking  Al  for  trout 
this  morning. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — There  has,  I  think,  been  no 
trout  fishing  this  week.  The  wind  has  been  very  high.  _  I 
am  glad  to  report  that  the  fry  turned  into  Mies 
Boucherett's  ponds  at  Mitlingham,  near  Market  Rasen, 
have  turned  out  remarkably  well.  In  the  upper  pond 
there  are  now  a  nice  lot  of  trout,  running  up  to  l£lb.  or 
21b.  each,  and  in  the  middle  pond  the  yearlings  run  well 
up  to  9in.  in  length.  There  is  an  abundance  of  food, 
Trout,  too,  are  doing  well  at  the  Clough,  at  Barrow 
Haven,  and  growing  famously.  I  gave  a  friend  six 
yearling  levens  the  other  day,  and  they  ate  150  minnows 
in  three  days. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Avon  ( Hiingwood). — During  the  past  week, although 
the  water  has  been  high,  several  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
have  met  with  success.  Mr.  Conran  landed  a  nice  fish  of 
191b.  on  Saturday,  and  Mr.  Fytche  one  of  201b.  on 
Wednesday,  whilst  Lord  Normanton  killed  a  fish  of  191b, 
in  the  Somerley  water. — Piscatorial. 

Bnre,  Norfolk  ("Wroxham  District).— The  pike- 
fishing  season  has  now  practically  terminated,  as  these  fish 
are  unusually  advanced  in  condition  for  the  time  of  year. 
Angling  generally  will  now  be  quiet  for  some  weeks  to 
come,  as  April  and  May  afford  very  little  real  sport  for 
anglers  in  Norfolk,  except  those  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to 
get  chances  of  trout-fishing.  Some  nice  bags  of  perch 
were  made  during  the  week — these  fish,  I  am  glad  to  say, 
are  again  putting  in  an  appearance.  I  notice  that  there  is 
an  enormous  quantity  of  small  rudd  in  the  river  near 
Wroxham.  These  fellows  will  give  sport  some  day  if  they 
are  allowed  to  grow  to  a  proper  size. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  Camel  commences  a  season 
under  most  favourable  auspices.  There  is  an  increased 
number  of  working  conservators.  The  county  council  will 
probably  lend  assistance  in  the  matter  of  preservation  of 
migratory  species,  and  the  whole  prospects  are  brighter. 
After  a  capital  spawning  season  the  trout  fishing  was 
unusually  good.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Bodmin,  a  good 
centre  for  fishing,  baskets  of  forty  and  thirty-five  were  taken 
in  a  single  day.  The  drawback  to  comfortable  fishing  is 
the  amount  of  salmon  and  peal  parr  there  are  in  the  river. 
They  are  in  first-rate  condition,  and  singularly  forward. 
It  is  not  at  all  uncommon  for  a  fisherman  who  fishes  the 
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CHAIRMAN  II.R.II.  THE  DUKE  OF  YORK. 
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ANGLERS'  HOTELS,  FISKraXTGfr  QUARTERS. 


SALMON  PISHING 

ON 

LOCH  TAY 

The  Keservo  Water  can  be  had  from  Jan.  15. 
For  Boats  apply  to 

H.  «X.  MAISEY, 

Proprietor.— KILLIN  HOTEL. 

FREE 
SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

GENTLEMEN  residing  at  the  BREAD AL- 
BANE  ARMS,  Aberfeldy,  have  five  miles 
of  the  Tay  for  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing,  and 
Trout  Fishing  on  Loch-na-Oraig,  both  with  use 
of  boat,  FREE. 

 ALEXANDER  NICOL,  Lessee. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL 

NORTH  WALES. 


SPLENDID  SALMON  FISHING 

TO  LET. 

Kenmore  Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  Perthshire. 

Boats  to  Let  on  Reserye  Water  and  Hotel 
Water ;  visitors  on  River  Lyon  free. 
Apply— Wm.  KNIGHT. 


LOCHINVAR  HOTEL, 

DALEY,  GALLOWAY. 

Anglers  will  find  the  above  hotel  replete  with 
every  comfort.  Public  Dining  and  Drawing 
RoomB,  Private  Sitting  Rooms,  Billiard  Room, 
Tennis  Green.  Moderate  terms.  Special  charges 
for  children  and  servants.  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  River  and  Loch.  Posting. 


SALMON  FISHING  ON  LOCH  TAY 

Has  Commenced. 
Hotel  situated   within    five  minutes 
walk  of  fishing   grounds.     For  Boats 
&c,  apply 

P.  CAMPBELL,  Ardeonaig  Hotel, 
 Loch  Tay,  Killin,  Perthshire. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Pass  of  Melfort,  near  Oban. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  FREE. 

REASON  April  1st  till  end  of  September. 

*y  Also  Deep-Sea  Fishintr  Boats  and  steady  boatmen 
for  the  use  of  Anglers.  Billiard  Room,  Lawn  Tennis 
and  all  conveniences  connected  with  hotel.  Families' 
Boarded  by  the  Week  or  Month.  No  accommodation 
lor  servants.  Charges  according  to  Board  and  Apart- 
ments required.  Luncheons  and  Teas  always  ready  on 
arrival  of  coaches  to  and  from  Oban.  Ford,  and  Loch 
Awe.  Route— Per  Steamer  "Columba"  from  Glasgow, 
Greenock  and  Gourock  daily  to  Ardrishaig ;  thence 
Royal  Mail  Coach  or  by  Caledonian  Railwaf  to  Oban  • 
thence  daily  Coach  in  season,  or  hire,  16  miles 

?u  i?vS:eper  has  been  stooking  his  lochs  annually 
lor  the  last  fifteen  years  with  the  famous  Loch  Leven 
and  Fontinahs,  or  Great  American  Brook  Trout,  from 
the  Howietoun  Fishery,  Stirling,  and  the  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries.  Several  Hundred  Yearling  Rainbow 
Trout  have  been  added  this  season,  taken  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lat  cashire. 

„  „„  „  „  J0HN  MCFADYEN, 
Cullfail  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  by  Looh  Gilphead. 
Telegraphic  Address-McFadyen,  Kilmelford 
Telegraph  Office  20  yards  from  Hotel. 


1025ft.  above  sea  level,  and  overlooking  the 
lake;   bracing  air  and  magnificent  scenery. 
First-rate  TROUT  FISHING. 
GROUSE  MOORS  and  Rough  SHOOTING  to  LET. 

Nearest  Station  LLANFYLLIN. 

Foe  Tariff  apply  to — 

MISS  DAVIES  CstalzddltgTapM%  LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

OSWESTRY.  ' 


CROOM,  Co.  LIMERICK. 

The  Mague,  Oomogue,  Morning  Star  and  Lnby 
Lough  Gur,  and  Tory  Hill  Lake. 

TWENTY  miles  of  the  best  free  Salmon  and  Trout 
fishing  in  Ireland  to  be  got  on  the  above  rivers 
The  lakes  are  teeming  with  coarse  fish— Pike 
Boacn,  and  Perch— and  are  also  free.  CROOM  HCTF.l' 
which  is  now  one  of  the  prettiest  and  best  laid  out  in 
the  country,  with  sanitary  arrangements  perfect  It 
built  on  the  Mague.  and  stands  central  to  all  the  others 
viz.,  Oomogue  (half  mile),  Morning  Star  (four  miW 
Luby  (seven  miles),  Tory  Hill  Lake  (one  mile).  Long 
Gur  (five  miles).  Cars  are  supplied  at  the  hotels 
special  low  rates.  Boats  Free.  Tariff  very  moderate. 
•  T.  D.  MCCARTHY,  Proprietor. 


TS, 
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"Among  the  best  and  oheapest  Hotels  special  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."-Oharles  Dtokenr. 

THE    ARUNDEL  HOTEL. 

CLOSE  TO  THE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  BAIL  WAY,  THE  LAW  00UBTS 
  THEATBES,  STEAND,  THE  BIVEB,  AO.  - 


,ihl  fc^.i.-. 


SHANNON*  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILLALOE,  IBELAND. 

M"OST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon 

Grilse,  and  Trout  Fishing;  in  free  nd  preserved 
raters,  river  and  lake,  at  this  station;  also  as  to 
•eoommodation  and  board  In  private  cottage  close  to 
river  Expenses,  Bhortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  Hobley,  Klllaloo 
Co.  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  cn 
lake  commences  about  last  week  In  M  r.  when  the  bi« 
rout  are  about  in  thousands 


MERCERS  HOTEL, 
KILREA,  BELFAST. 

CJALMON  and  TROUT  PISHING  on  the 
^  RIVER  BANN.  Free  to  visitors 
staying  at  the  Hotel. — For  particulars 
apply  to 

ROBERT  KIRK,  Proprietor. 


INCMIPH  HOTEL, 

ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE,  N.B. 

Free  Fishing  on  Loch  and  River, 

.tW'  WALL™?E  ,late  of  Rhlconich  Hotel)  has  leased 
the  above.  The  hotel  has  teen  refurnished  in  the 
™od.ern  st»k.  and  with  strict  personal  attention! 
22S  p^mfnS"1  k  unrlva"e<1  'Of  cuisine,  cleanliness 
T.f°mf?r,V  N.ew  f»n'tary  arrangements.  The  hole 
»h!S?ut?uUyJ  ""We*  at  the  head  of  Loch  AsVvnt 
^£h.ab0u';d,8  ln.  8aln>™,  Salmo  ferox,  and  Trout 
n£^J?%ni, 18  ?ln?  ,mlleR  lonB  and  one  broad,  and  is 
the  best  Fishing  Loch  in  the  North.  Loch  Awe  distant 
four  miles,  excellent  for  trout  and  salmon.  0  tUarco 
fo?,n^la(nelr,W,here  a5«r°"»r  species  of  trout  is  to  be 
Sffi?  1"  abundance.  There  are  also  a  number  of  other 
lochs  and  streams  convenient  to  hotel  Boats  and 
experienced  gillies;  fishing  tackle ;  posting  Iloute- 
if.'  m™  ™ach  to  Inchnadamph,  Or  carriage 

^taSidSJthf'' the  proprietor  be  p^'o-'yoom 

W.  WALLACE.  Proprietor. 


(HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FLl  -FISHERS'  CLUB.) 


VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis. 
BED,   BREAKFAST,   AND   ATTENDANCES   FROM  6s. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CUIIIN. 

T71EEE  SALMON,  CHAB,  TBOUT,  and  PIKE 
X>  FISHING. — Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenery 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Cullm;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  Terms— board  and  lodging 
with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s.  per  week —For 
further  particulars  apply  to  the  Proprietor 
P.  Healy,  The  Angler's  Hotel,  Pontoon,  Foxford 
co.  Mayo,  Ireland. 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


J5JEVEN  miles  of  excellent  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING,  including  three 
miles  of  association,  at  5s.  per  three  days,  2s.  6d.  per  day,  or  10s.  per  fortnight  • 
portion  stnotly  fly;  Sunday  fishing  allowed  on  two  and  a  half  miles,  for  fly  or  bait 


H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

r£KK  PRIORY  HOTEL,  Beauly.  Under 
new  management,  and  newly  fur- 
nished throughout.  Superior  accommo- 
dation and  cuisine.  Three  miles  of  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Pishing  on  the  River 
Beauly,  free  to  patrons.  Season  com- 
mences  Feb.  10.— George  Adams.  Lessee. 


PERTHSHIRE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

Kinloeh  -  Rannoch. 

RIVER  TUMMEL  ANGLING. 

HOTEL  Vlaltorj  have  free  fishing  on  Loch  Rannoch 
Rn!'„°r%fi°«lt,'.Very,'a,'l<e  Trout  "nd  ,s„/„,.T«x 
Splendid  Bouts  and  experienced  Boat-nen  Alan 
three  mlieH  of  River  Tummel.  where  nrnt-ra  ■  "port  is 
had.   Pon ting  in  all  its  departments.  Board  by  week  or 
month.   Charges  strictly  moderate 

OEORGE  GOW,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

'^.n^wl'tof6!,0^  °.ne  °n  J*8  *°«»  of  ^och  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
In  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the' romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  beintr 
to  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing •  i .free Ton Loch Katrine 
Loch  Chon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel ;  excellen  boats  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Calunder  and 
hv0ASw?nlia„nirV0Th  Kat£n°  8*erame,r.  °r  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  InvewnaW  or 

by  Aberfoyle  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  coaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel  o«"wnes  and 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

GENTLEMEN  STAYING  AT 

BAY  VIEW  HOTEL, 

WATERVILLE,  Co.  KERRY, 

Can  have  First-class  Salmon  and  Trout 
Pishing  Free,  commencing  Feb.  1 . 

During  the  month  of  Febrnary,  1895, 
One  Hundred  and  Ninety  Salmon  were 
landed  with  rod  and  line. 

Terms  very  moderate. 

Apply  to  the  Proprietor. 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GLENLYON  PERTHSHIRE. 

8§  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railway  Station, 
and  2\  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tay. 

This  new  First-class  Hotel  is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well."  Good  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  Biver 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  fishing  free.  Posting 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes'  walk. 
  PAUL  MA0PHAIL  Proprietor. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

THE  GRAND  HOTEL, 

ABEEDEEN. 


THE  SPBING  SALMON  ANGLING  on  the 
Crathes  Castle  Water  of  the  Dee  to  LET  in 
Boats— 4J  miles  of  river  ;  also  rods  on  the  Grand- 
holm  House  Water  on  the  Don.    Spring  and 
autumn.    Each  rod  to  have  a  fresh  beat  daily 
CHAELES  MANN,  Proprietor,  Grand  Hotel. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

LOCH  AWE  HOTEL, — Superb  and  extensive  addl, 
tlons  since  last  season.    Excellent  TROUT  and 
hai.mv  /•  ll/n.Y  Fishing  on  Loch  Awo,  Free.  Ex. 
per  enccd  boatmen.    Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
o  the  best  Flshlnsr  Grounds.    Magnffloent  views  of 
iiote"  rlV6r  soonery  obtained  from  the 

DALMALLY  HOTEL,  GLENORCHY,  under  the  same 
management.  —  Guests  have  nine  mllea  FKEE 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  ocl* 
rated  salmon  river  OUCH  Y.    Parties  wiring  to  ascer. 
ain  ply  of  river  promptly  answered. 

DUNCAN  ERASER,  Proprietor. 


SALUTATION  HOTEL,  Carsphairn,  N.B. 

Land  of  the  Men  of  the  Moss  Haggs. 

SPLENDID  TBOUTING  ln  Deuch,  Ken,  and 
tributaries;  free  to  visitors  to  Hotel 
Salmon  fishing  within  four  miles.  Lochs  Doon 
Harrow,  and  Dungeon,  within  easy  driving 
distance.  Tennis  groen.  Post  and  telegraph  con- 
venient. HouSe  recontly  rebuilt,  Every  modern 
convenience.   Terms  moderate.  Posting. 

Ites.  MITCHELL,  Proprietreu, 


SEA  FISHING  WITH 
ROD  AND  LINE. 

Valencia  Harbour,  Co.  Kerry. 

VISITOES  TO  THE 

VALENCIA  HOTEL 

Can  have  First  -  class  Pollack, 
Whiting,  Bream,  and  Bass  Fishing 
in  the  Harbour  and  off  the  Pier 
and  Breakwater. 

Terms  very  moderate. 
Apply  to  the  Manages, 


Q  ALMON,  Trout,  and  Pike  Pishing  on 
^  four  Loughs— Conn,  Cullen  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and- 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  .£4  ;  and 
two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  5s.  each  per  week.  No  charge  on 
Sundays  for  boat  and  men. —Apply  to 
Tom  Clarke,  Angler's  Hotel,  Cloghans, 
Ballina,  Mayo,  Ireland. 


NEWTONSTEWART,  IRELAND. 
CASTLE  HOTEL. 

SPLENDID  SALMON  and  TROUT  Flatting 
on  EivorsMourne.  Strule,  Dcrg,  andGlenelly, 
all  within  a  short  distance  of  Hotel.  Anglers 
patronising  abovo  Hotel  will  find  every  comfort 
and  accommodation.— Pull  particulars  anil  terms 
on  application  to  the  Proprietor, 

JAMES  B00HE 
Fishing  Season  opens  April  I, 
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sunuy  shallows  to  get  twenty  or  thirty  a  day,  some  of 
which  are  5in.  long.  Of  course  they  are  returned  to  the 
river,  that  is,  they  ought  to  be.  A  fly  leaf  has  been  added 
to  the  ordinary  licence,  suggesting,  rather  than  demand- 
ing, that  a  limit  should  be  fixed  to  the  trout  basketed  as 
far  as  length  goes, — Bodmin. 

Carey  (Ashwater). — The  river  has  fined  down  some- 
what, and  fish  are  well  on  the  feed,  sport  having  been 
fairly  good.  One  rod,  fishing  for  six  hours,  took  forty  nice 
fish,  chiefly  with  the  March  Brown,  one  double  being 
landed.  A  lot  of  natural  flies  were  on  the  water.  Another 
gentleman  caught  a  dozen  with  the  worm,  and  there  have 
been  several  baskets  of  from  a  dozen  to  eighteen,  some  of 
the  trout  being  of  good  weight. — Devonian. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — The  yearling  trout 
given  _to  the  conservators  by  the  Totnes  Weir  Fishery 
Association  were  placed  in  the  river  on  Tuesday.  A 
thousand  fish  were  distributed  in  the  various  waters  as 
follows:  400  at  Ash  burton,  for  the  Holne  Chase  waters; 
90,  Hood  Bridge;  200,  Staverton  Ford;  200,  Caddaford. 
The  prospects  for  good  sport  are  exceedingly  rosy,  although 
at  present  the  water  is  too  big  to  allow  of  much  fly  fishing, 
and  few  anglers  have  been  out.  By  the  end  of  the  week 
the  river  should  be  in  gocd  trim,  and  the  Blue  Upright  or 
the  Blue  with  a  Silver  Twist  are  killing  flies. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — There  is  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  weather,  and  given  a  chance  to  fine  down,  the 
rivers  should,  in  a  few  days,  be  in  capital  order.  Worm 
fishermen  have  been  having  a  rare  time  during  the  rains. 
Some  of  the  northern  streams  have  been  giving  fairly 
good  sport,  Mr.  Percy  getting  ten  dozen  trout  last  week  in 
the  Torridge  ;  but  as  a  rule  little  has  been  done,  although 
baskets  of  from  two  to  three  dozen  are  reported.  Salmon 
fishing  on  the  Exe  has  been  almost  at  a  standstill,  but  a 
few  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  obtained  in  the  Barle 
with  the  Red  Upright.  On  the  Otter  sport  has  been 
quiet,  whilst  the  anglers  out  on  the  Avon  have  killed  a 
few.  The  Blue  Upright  is  the  favourite  fly,  although  the 
March  Brown  has  been  doing  good  service.  The  rivers 
are  pretty  elf  ar  of  kelts. — Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddau  f Pembrokeshire ).— 
We  have  had  a  lot  of  rain,  and  the  rivers  are  now  in 
splendid  order.  *Trout  are  in  good  condition,  but  they  do 
not  rise  well  yet,  as  there  is  so  little  fly  food  on  the 
water. — H. 

Exe  and  Barle. — We  have  had  little  rain  since 
Friday,  the  19th,  so  that  the  rivers  are  now  in  better 
condition  for  the  fly.  The  high  wind  of  Wednesday  pre- 
vented much  being  done,  but  a  very  nice  lot  of  trout 
were  basketed  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  Soft  mild 
weather  is  now  wanted  for  good  prospects-  Blue  Upright, 
March  Brown,  and  Half  Stone  are  in  favour. — Blue 
Upright. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — With  a  cessation  of  rain 
at  last,  anglers  have  been  able  to  enjoy  a  day  after  the 
trout,  and  some  fair  bags  from  three  to  seven  or  eight 
brace  have  been  the  general  average.  Flies  doing  best  just 
now  are  Blue  and  Red  Uprights,  Blue  Duns,  and  March 
Browns.  I  was  out  on  the  Otter  on  Saturday  last,  when 
fish  sported  well  from  9  to  11  o'clock,  but  came  very  short 
after  that.  Those  who  were  on  the  water  early  did  well, 
the  scores  ranging  from  six  to  nine  brace,  some  of  the  fish 
running  up  to  lib.  each.  On  the  Exe  good  business  has 
been  done  with  the  salmon.  Col.  Edgell  and  son  taking 
four  in  one  day,  recently,  and  yesterday,  Capt.  Cooke 
killed  a  splendid  fish  of  201b.,  this  making  a  total  of  six  to 
that  gentleman's  rod. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— Angling  is  at 
a  discount  this  week.  1  The  close  time  is  on,  and  the  season 
for  trout  has  not- fairly  commenced .  The  drains  do  not 
contain  trout  to  any  extent,  but  the  upland  streams 
towards  Stamford,  thanks  to  the  Marquis  of  Exeter  and 
others,  are  well  provided,  and  some  excellent  sport  is 
obtainable  by  those  who  have  the  entry.  The  weather  has 
been  moderately  fine  so  far,  but  very  blustery  and  windy, 
and  but  for  that  sport  might  have  been  obtainable.  I 
would  recommend  swimming  a  brandling  worm  at  this 
time  for  sport ;  but  where  flies  only  are  allowed  not  much 
good  can  be  done  yet  awhile. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts) . — There  is  not  much  in  t  he  angl  ing 
line  to  report  from  this  district.  The  trout  waters  on  the 
forest  side  arc  still  quiet,  and  only  here  and  there  is  an 
angler  to  be  heard  of.  Not  many  trout  licences  have  been 
disposed  of  as  yet,  showing  that  anglers  are  in  no  hurry  to 
begin,  and  it  is  questionable  whether  much  will  be  got 
through  before  the  middle  of  next  month. — L. 

Koath  Park  Lake  (Cardiff).— Some  tine  trout 
have  been  caught  within  the  last  few  days  from  this  lake, 
several  to  my  knowledge  being  nearly  31b.  in  weight,  and 


have  been  informed  by  Ossington,  one  of  the  boatmen  on 
the  lake,  that  a  lucky  angler  succeeded  in  landing  a  nice 
fish  of  3£lb.— C.  C.  Jones. 

Ely  (Cardiff).— Sport  all  round  fairly  good,  and  water 
will  soon  be  in  fine  condition. — C.  C.  Jones. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  Very 
boisterous  weather,  and  very  few  anglers  about.  In  a  gale 
one  day  Mr.  J.  E.  Williams  got  a  basket  of  thirteen  from 
the  shore ;  and  the  wi  iter  the  same  evening,  in  half-an- 
hour,  getting  five  J-pounders.  No  boats  out  since  a 
month.— W.  H.  ♦ 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster). — Both  these 
streams  are  now  going  down  quickly  and  are  clearing,  and 
getting  into  nice  order  for  fishiag.  The  weather,  with  a 
few  showers,  has  been  fine,  but  there  has  been  a  strong 
wind  blowing.  Trout  are  now  sporting  better,  and  take 
Blue  Dun,  February  Rod,  Cowdung,  and  Red  Palmer. 
March  Brown  is  coming  on,  and  the  prospect  for  sport 
with  them  is  good.  Bottom  fishers  have  tried  worm,  and 
have  landed  good  fish,  which  have  been  sold  at  8d.  per  lb. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Although  sufficiently  clear,  the  rivers  are  yet  too  high  to 
be  fishable,  and  until  the  present  unsettled  weather 
improves,  there  will  be  but  little  chance  of  sport.  Three 
or  four  days  of  fine  weather  would  bring  the  streams  into 
good  order,  when  the  best  flies  should  be  March  Brown, 
February  Red,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung,  and  Red  Palmer. — 
R.  T.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Tycroes  Anglesey).— The  tremen- 
dous gales  have  prevented  any  fishing  from  boats.  Messrs. 
Powell,  and  Johnny  Jones,  fishing  from  the  shore  on 
Monday,  took  a  dozen  nice  fish,  mostly  white  trout.  The 
lake  promises  to  fish  well,  as  it  is  very  high,  and  the 
influx  of  tie  tides  should  bring  sea  trout  in  abundance. 
The  Crygyll  river  is  now  at  its  best,  and  splendid  baskets 
of  sewin  have  been  taken,  especially  on  wet  days. — W.  H. 

Cefni  River  (Anglesey). — Reports  reach  me  of  fine 
sport  with  trout  and  sewin  in  this  preserved  river. 
Licence,  Is.  a  day,  or  5s.  the  season. — W.  H. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford).— Water  now  in  good  order, 
and  trout  in  grand  condition,  but  up  to  now  very  few  rods 
have  been  on  the  water.  Mr.  Williamson  fishing  on  the 
hotel  private  water  on  Monday,  took  a  basket  of  ten  and  a 
half  brace  weighing  5|lb.,  and  on  Tuesday  six  and  a  half 
brace  weighing  41b.  Flies,  Maxwell's  Blue  and  March 
Brown.— R.  P.  M. 

Nene  (Peterborough). — The  pike  season  just  closed 
has  not  been  very  productive  in  this  neighbourhood, 
except,  perhaps,  in  private  waters.  The  Nene  has  been  in 
flood  (and  ice)  from  the  end  of  November  to  the  end  of 
February,  and  hardly  fishable  at  all.  One  gentleman  in 
Peterborough  (Mr.  Ream)  secured  sixty  pike  during  the 
sjason  (against  seventy-nine  last),  but  none  of  thsm  ran 
very  large,  as  the  best  places  could  not  be  got  at. — E.  A.  S. 

Otter  (Tipton  St.  John).— The  river  just  now 
(March  24)  is  in  perfect  order  for  the  fly.  On  Monday 
(22nd),  one  rod  took  seventeen  nice  fish  between  this  and. 
Ottery.  Most  killing  flies  were  Greenwell's  Glory  and 
Hare's  Ear.  There  has  been  very  little  rise  of  natural  fly 
as  yet,  a  few  Duns  and  March  Browns  only  having 
appeared. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Mackerel  have  made  their  appearance  to 
the  westward,  and  boats  are  arriving  from  the  east  country 
ports  ;  the  trade  is  so  good  during  the  season  that  in 
addition  to  the  Lowestoft  fleet,  several  Scotch  boats  have 
arrived,  so  that  we  shall  have  during  the  season  several 
hundreds  of  these  boats  on  the  fishing  grounds.  One  can 
hardly  conceive  the  enormous  amount  of  mackerel  that  are 
taken  by  these  boats,  and  the  hundreds  of  miles  of  nets 
that  are  used  in  the  fishery.  Pollock-fishing  has  not  been 
veTy  lively  during  the  week,  the  weather  has  been  rather 
unsettled. — W.  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  The  river  is  in  good  order, 
and  a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  successful  with 
the  natural  and  artificial  minnow.  Mr.  J.  Warwick  has 
captured  seven  brace  of  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  2Jlb. 
Mr.  Young,  another  Shrewsbury  angler,  has  landed  one 
or  two  trout,  his  best  fish  scaling  31b.  Trout  are  not  yet 
iu  very  good  condition. — Piscator. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat.  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — All  thete  rivers,  although  rather  above  the 
average  level,  are  now  of  a  good  colour,  and  suitable  for 
fly  fishing,  and  the  Blue  Dun  and  February  Red, 
amongst  the  natural  flies,  are  the  most  prominent,  and  out 
iu  the  greatest  number.  The  greatest  drawback  the  fly 
fisher  has  to  contend  with  at  present,  day  by  day,  is  the 
strong  wind,  which  makes  throwing  the  fly  a  matter  of 
great  difficulty;  but,  nevertheless,  some  very  good  sport 
has  been  obtained  amongst  the  trout. — Vyrnwy.  - 


Sulby  (Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man).— Some  nice  fishings 
of  sea  and  brown  trout  are  now  being  had  with  worm  in 
our  river.  The  fish  are  large  and  in  good  condition,  and 
plenty  of  water  anglers  should  mark  this  season  as  the 
jubilee  for  fishing,  as  there  are  plenty  of  floods  to  get  the 
fish  up.  One  gentleman  has  made  a  good  record,  and 
others  are  filling  their  baskets  in  a  few  hours'  fishing. — 
W.  Cobbon. 

Sussex  Rivers. — Associa'ion  members  have  still  an 
opportunity  of  getting  good  roach,  which  are  now  in  the 
pink  of  condition,  but  rivers  are  at  present  clouded,  and 
in  some  districts  over  the  banks.  I  hear  of  some  good 
trout  in  the  Selham  district  of  the  Rother,  and  the  upper 
portion  of  the  Ouse  holds  some  good  fish.  A  few  smelt 
have  been  taken  in  the  harbours,  and  are  exceptionally 
large,  but  fine,  warm  weather  is  needed  to  make  sport 
attractive. — G.  F.  Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now 
going  down  and  clearing,  and  is  getting  in  nice  order  for 
either  fly  or  bottom  fishing.'  The  weather  has-  been  fine, 
with  a  few  storms  and  a  strong  wind,  but  a  good  few 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  the  trout  are  now  beginning  to 
feed  well.  A  number  of  flies  are  on  the  water,  and  trout 
are  rising  better.  March  Brown  is  now  coming  on,  and 
the  prospects  for  sport  good.  The  chief  flies  used  are  the 
Blue  Dun,  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  February  Red,  and 
Red  Palmer.  Bottom  fishers  have  used  worm  with  success. 
With  the  artificial  minnow  some  sport  has  been  had  at  the 
bottom  of  the  fords.  In  the  water  below  Ludford  Bridge 
Mr.  Husk  landed  a  trout  over  21b.  with  the  worm.  Along 
the  Folley  some  nice  fish  have  been  taken  with  worm. 
Under  Whitcliffe  several  nice  fish  have  been  caught  with 
the  fly  and  minnow. — S.  Ludlow. 
■  Teme  (Tenbury).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
been  running  very  high  and  muddy,  but  the  weather  has 
changed  and  the  water  is  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  by 
Saturday  should  be  in  good  order  for  either  fly  or  bottom 
fishing.  There  has  been  a  fair  number  of  rods  out,  and 
have  used  fly  and  worm,  and  trout  have  been  sporting 
belter.  Some  nice  fish  have  been  taken,  and  there  is 
every  prospect  of  some  good  sport  being  had  in  this 
district.  March  Brown  is  coming  on,  and  trout  are  rising 
at  them. — Worcester. 

Usk  (Lenny  Bridge).— Rivers  are  now  in  very  fair 
condition  for  fly  fishing.  The  best  basket  up  to  date  this 
season  was  had  last  Saturday  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Eden,  6jlb. 
Trout  have  been  rising  to  the  fly  very  fair  during  the  last 
week. — Pontsenny. 

Wei  land  (Stamford).— By  the  Act  of  Parliament 
which  enforces  close  time,  there  will  be  no  coarse  fishing 
in  the  Welland  until  June  16.— E.  A.  S. 

Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincolnshire). — The  fishing 
of  this  district  is  very  quiet  just  now.  The  anglers  who 
chiefly  affect  this  district  are  those  who  take  coarse  fish 
most  exclusively.  Very  few  of  them  care  for  trout  fishing, 
and  consequently  most  of  them  will  be  lying  on  their 
laurels  until  summer  comes.  There  are  some  very  nice 
trout  waters  a  little  way  from  the  river  and  up  in  the 
wold  district,  and  other  higher  reaches  of  the  Witham 
itself  towards  Grantham  contain  some  capital  trout.  All 
these  will  come  in  for  attention  during  the  next  few  weeks 
if  the  weather  is  only  suitable.  At  present  we  are  having 
the  equinoxial  gales,  and  frosty  March  is  not  out. — Luci. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Beaiily  (Inverness-shire).  — This  famous  spring 
salmon  river  has  done  very  poorly  this  season,  as  .yet  only 
fifteen  fish  were  grassed.  From  Feb.  11  to  23rd,  Col.  Henry 
Fraser  of  Lovat,  landed  ten  fish,  averaging  13Jlb.  On 
March  2,  Sir  Chas.  Hunter  had  one  111b.,  the  following 
day  he  had  a  small  one  of  81b.  On  the  15th  Mr.  Farries 
had  one  91b.,  and  on  the  18th,  one  13|lb.  On  the  19th, 
Mr.  Bates  a  9-pounder.— Washaba. 

Border  Esk,  (Langholm).— The  river  has  been 
more  or  less  in  flood  for  the  last  month,  and  kelts  have  had 
every  chance  to  clear  off,  a  great  improvement  on  the  last 
few  years  when  disease  was  killing  them  in  scores.  A 
number  of  spring  salmon  have  made  their  appearance,  and 
a  few  have  been  caught.  Mr.  Lamb,  Lougtown,  had  three, 
weighing  91b.,  71b.,  and  101b.,  nice  new  run  fish.  Mr.  le 
Cecq  has  had  some  gcod  sport  in  the  Willow  and  Cauldron 
pools  with  the  kelts,  having  two  and  three  in  a  day ; 
Mr.  J.  M.  Little,  Corlisgill,  and  friend  have  had  similar' 
sport;  Mr.  S.  McKune  had  also  three  in  Langholm  water. 
— W.  D. 

Border  Esk.— The  whole  of  the  waters  under  tin' 
jurisdiction  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association 
were  opened  nearly  a  fortnight  ago,  but  the  weather  at 
the  commencement  of  the  season  was  not  favourable  for 
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fly  fishing,  which  is  as  yet  only  permissible.  Last  week 
the  river  was  swollen,  and  a  good  deal  of  rain  fell,  but 
little  sport  can  be  had  with  spring  salmon.  The  kelts 
still  in  the  river  are  very  voracious,  and  have  afforded 
some  sport  of  its  kind.  Mr.  D.  Carruthers,  fishing  in  the 
lower  reaches,  caught  a  nice  new  run  salmon,  91b.  in 
weight,  and  Mr.  Chalmers  landed  a  fine  new  run  salmon. 
Thinking  it  to  bo  dead,  ho  took  it  to  the  water  to  give  it 
a  wash,  when  its  native  element  speedily  put  life  into  the 
fish,  and  it  succeeded  in  escaping  from  his  hands.  Fai'ly 
this  week  Mr.  D.  Carruthers  caught  a  small  clean  salmon 
of  61b.  Yellow  trout  are  in  poor  condition,  and  scarcely 
worth  fishing  at  present. — G. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  lArdgay,  N.B.)  —  The 
weather  has  been  most  adverse,  sometimes  so  stormy  that 
no  angler  could  face  it.  The  sport  obtained  since  last 
reported  was  as  follows: — On  15th  Mr.  John  Matheson, 
Gruinards,  on  Mr.  Coupland's  rod,  had  an  81b.  salmon  on 
Braelangwell  Pool ;  and  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  Inver- 
charron,  on  Mr.  Littlejohns  rod,  a  fine  15-pouuder  on 
Biidgre  Pool,  and  one  of  8Jlb.  on  March  Pool.  On  16th 
Mr  Peter  G.  S.  Payne,  Barrister,  London,  fishing  from 
Balnagoron  Arms  Hotel,  had  a  beautiful  clean  run  fish  of 
161b.  on  Braelangwell  water ;  and  Mr.  John  Mackenzie 
one  of  9§lb.  on  Invercharron  water.  On  17th  Mr.  Payne 
caught  a  10-pounder  on  Braelangwell  water ;  and  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  Badvoon,  on  Mr.  Coupland's  rod,  had  one 
of  "lb.  on  Gruinards  water ;  while  another  angler  had  one 
on  Gladfield  water.  On  20th  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  Inver- 
charron, got  a  71b.  salmon ;  and  on  22nd  two  averaging  81b. 
each.  On  23rd  several  anglers  were  out,  but  the  river  was 
too  high. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  abnormally  cold 
weather  and  heavy  rains  of  last  week  were  against  success- 
ful fishing,  and  very  little  was  done.  The  water  is  of  a 
dark  colour  and  running  high.  At  the  entrance  to  the 
river  the  sea  was  very  rough,  and  few  fish  entered  the 
river.  Only  three  boxes  of  salmon  were  got  on  the  river 
and  coast  for  the  week,  the  smallest  result  for  one  week 
since  the  opening  of  the  fishing.  With  reference  to  the 
marked  salmon  referred  to  in  a  former  issue,  Provost 
Bisset,  lessee  of  the  salmon  fishings,  who  communicated 
the  facts  to  the  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  has  received 
a  letter  from  the  Board  stating  that  according  to  the 
returns  furnished  to  the  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries  of 
Scotland  by  Mr.  Wedderspoon,  factor  to  the  Duke  of 
Bichmond  and  Gordon,  the  fish  in  question  was  caught, 
marked,  and  liberated  near  Fochabers,  on  the  river  Spey, 
on  Dec.  12  last,  when  it  weighed  30Jlb.,  and  measured 
41'33in.  Its  weight  when  captured  this  month  was  281b. 
The  falling  off  in  weight  is  owing  to  its  having  newly 
spawned,  melt  having  been  observed  when  the  fish  was 
landed  at  the  Rack  Cottages. — H.  W. 

Garry  and  [Loch  Oich  (Invergarry,  N.B.).— 
There  is  still  a  continuation  of  poor  sport  on  the  above 
splendid  angling  waters,  accountable  only  to  the  heavy 
hauls  of  fish  netted  on  the  Ness  during  the  opening  week. 
H'ison. 

Loch  Ness  (Port  Augustus,  N.B.).— Very  little 
has  been  done  lately.  The  best  day's  catch  during  March 
was  Friday  last,  on  which  day  Mr.  Douglas  landed  four 
fish,  201b.,  161b.,  141b.,  and  81b.;  and  Donald  McLean, 
fishing  for  Rowland  Hunt,  Esq..  one,  81b.  Yesterday, 
Mr.  Douglas  had  one  101b.  The  lake  has  been  exceedingly 
stormy  lately. — H'ison. 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  N.B.).— Ken- 
more  Loch  Tay,  on  the  hotel  water  on  the  17th,  Mr. 
Knight  killed  salmon,  221b.  ;  and  on  the  20th,  two  salmon, 
weight,  201b.,  and  171b. ;  only  one  boat  out;  there  should 
be  good  sport  in  April  after  the  floods  and  storms. — W. 
Kkikiit. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  16,  Col.  Purdie,  one. 
l"lb. ;  17th,  Col.  Purdie,  one,  171b.';  19th,  Mr.  G.  Menzies, 
one,  151b. — H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Portingall).— Gentlemen  fishing  from  the 
Fortingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport :  17th,  Mr.  T. 
Harris,  one  salmon,  241b.  ;  20th,  Capt.  P.  B.  Macphail, 
one,  211b.  ;  22nd,  Mr.  A.  C.  Johnstore,  one,  201b. ;  24th, 
Mr.  Jame3  Arnott,  one,  161b.  Since  last  report,  the  river 
has  been  a  few  days  in  flood,  but  is  now  in  good  ply. — 
Mai  piiail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— On  the 

15th  inst  ,  Col.  Anthropes,  Syre  Lodge,  landed  a  salmon 
on  beat  No.  0 ;  and  Mr.  Smith,  Skelpiek  Lodge,  one,  on 
No.  3.  On  the  16th,  Col.  Anthropes  had  a  salmon  on 
No.  1 ;  Mr.  Taylor,  Skelpiek  Lodge,  two,  on  No.  3  ;  Mr. 
Smith,  three  (one  of  which  was  a  fresh  run  beauty  of  251b.), 
on  No.  4 ;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnis,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one 
salmon,  on  No  6.  On  the  17th,  Col.  Anthropes,  Major 
Burnell  Milnis,  and  Mr.  Smith  landed  a  salmon  each  on 
beats  2,  1,  and  5  respectively.  On  the  18th,  Col.  Anthropes 
caught  a  salmon  on  No.  3  ;  Capt.  Gordon,  Syre  Lodge, 
had  one  on  No.  4,  and  lost  another;  and  Mr.  Smith,  two 
salmon,  on  No.  6.  The  19th  was  too  stormy,  and  the  river 
too  flooded  for  sport.  On  the  20th,  Major  Burnell  Milnis 
and  Mr.  Smith  caught  one  salmon  each  on  beats  3  and  2 
respectively.  At  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  river  was 
still  very  high  and  the  weither  unsettled.— B. 

North  East  of  Scotland.— For  the  first  time  since 
the  advent  of  Maich  a  decent  cist  is  nov  being  had.  There 
is  no  lack  of  fish  in  the  river,  but  what  with  continuous 
floods,  hail,  and  snowstorms,  and  a  constant  succes-ion  of 
winds,  or  rather  gales,  it  has  been  practically  impossible 
to  get  near  them.  What  his  been  done  has  been  snatched 
in  odd  moments  in  a  passing  calm.  On  the  Glentana 
waterB,  Mr.  A.  |W.  Corrie  landed  three,  of  Mlb.,  7J  b., 
Sfniu  kMr-  Jeffer80n>  one  of  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Peters,  one 
ot  91b.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters,  Mr.  Crawshaw  had 
a  fane  fish  of  18Jlb.,  and  another  of  61b;  while  Cap"t. 
Staunton  had  one  of  9Jlb.  On  the  Lower  Dess  water, 
Mr.  W.  R.  Russell  creeled  three,  scaling  71b.,  71b.,  and 
81b.  On  Kincardine  water,  Col.  Robs  had  one  of 
8Jib.  ;  and  Mr.  Gull,  Kelson,  two,  of  741b.  and  81b. 


On  the  Borrowstone  section,  Mr.  A.  Basset  creeled  six, 
scaling  6Jlb.,  6  Jib.,  71b.,  71b.,  7  Jib.,  and  17Jlb. ;  while 
Mr.  Best  had  five  on  the  same  water,  weighing  6Jlb.,  71b., 
71b.,  8Jlb.,  and  121b.  On  Ballogie,  Charlie  Gill,  fishing 
for  Mr.  Drummond,  landed  three,  of  7Jlb.,  81b.,  and 
201b.  ;  and  John  Mortimer,  on  Mr.  Watson's  section,  had 
eight  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b.  On  the  Upper 
Blackball  Castle  section,  Sir  John  Gladstone  landed  five 
during  the  week,  scaling  from  71b.  to  141b.  On  the  Sluie 
water,  Mr.  D.  Davidson  creeled  four  fish,  scaling  from 
71b.  to  151b.  On  the  Blackhall  lower  water,  Mr.  J.  T. 
Hay  and  party  had  fair  sport ;  while  on  the  Inchmarlo 
and  Kinneskie  reaches  Mr.  Ackroyd  had  seven,  ranging 
from  61b.  to  101b.  On  the  Invery  water,  Gen.  Hills  and 
gillie  creeled  five  fish,  from  61b.  to  101b.  On  the  Durris 
and  Drum  waters  fair  sport  was  got,  considering  the 
weather  conditions.  On  the  Park  waters,  Mr.  George 
Davidson  and  the  Messrs.  Ritchie  had  one  or  two  fish  each. 
On  the  lower  reaohes  of  the  river,  very  few  fish  have  been 
got,  but  as  the  sea  nets  have  been  considerably  damaged 
and  destroyed,  a  large,  head  of  fish,  which  would  other- 
wise have  fallen  to  the  tacksmen,  have  had  a  free  passage 
into  the  river,  and  better  sport  may  now  be  looked  for 
than  would  have  otherwise  been  the  case.  On  the  tidal 
waters,  Capt.  Makay  had  a  basket  of  eighteen  finnock  on 
Saturday,  while  Messrs.  Archibald,  Meff,  Allan,  Much, 
Frane,  and  others,  have  also  been  doing  well.  Most  of 
the  salmon  have  been  got  to  the  Phantom,  the  river 
having  been  altogether  out  of  condition  for  the  fly.  On 
the  Don,  trout  fishers  are  beginning  to  make  fairly  good 
baskets,  chiefly  with  the  worm.  The  Ythan  tidal  reaches 
are  yielding  well,  but  little  angling  could  be  got  till  this 
week  on  account  of  the  continuous  floods. — G.  M. 

Oich  (Port  Augustus,  N.B.).— On  Saturday  Capt. 
Hibet  landed  a  large  fish,  and  to-day  (Tuesday)  he  had  a 
small  one.  River  in  full  flood.  A  good  number  of  fish 
are  seen  but  are  rising  short. — H'ison, 

South  of  Scotland. — Another  week  of  unsettled 
weather  has  taken  place,  and  nothing  but  floods  have 
occurred  in  the  rivers  of  this  district.  It  is  exactly  four 
weeks  since  the  last  of  the  border  rivers  opened  their 
season  for  the  rods,  and  a  reference  to  daily  jottings 
during  the  four  weeks  shows  that  the  rivers  have  been 
only  iu  fishing  order  for  fly,  for  four  days.  The 
spring  salmon  fishing  is  a  failure  this  season  on 
the  borders,  and  very  few  spring  fish  appear  to  be  in 
the  rivers.  All  likely  pools  have  been  thoroughly 
searched  with  minnow  and  spoon,  but  nothing  bat  kelts 
have  been  landed,  and,  of  course,  they  were  returned  to 
the. water.  On  a  short  stretch  of  a  private  part  of  the 
Annan,  on  Saturday,  fifteen  or  sixteen  salmon  were  landed, 
but  these  were  all  old  fish.  In  the  Dumfries  portion 
of  the  Nith  practically  nothing  has  been  done,  owing 
to  repeated  floods.  All  the  waters  in  the  Solway 
district  have  been  in  flood  for  three  successive  days 
this  week.  Poor  accounts  come  from  the  Galloway 
and  Ayrshire  districts.  The  Duke  of  Portland  has  just 
placed  1500  young  trout  in  Troon  new  reservoir,  situated 
in  Glen  Troon.  The  trout  were  consigned  from  the 
Howietoun  Hatchery,  and  arrived  in  fine  condition.  No 
doubt  the  trout  will  afford  good  sport  to  South  Ayrshire 
anglers  in  a  few  years  time.  In  the  Solway  salmon  are 
again  remarkably  scarce  this  week  in  the  nets.  A  few 
were  taken  yesterday  (Tuesday).  Owing  to  the  scarcity, 
prices  have  risen  to  2s.  8d.per  lb.  for  salmon  and  sea  trout. 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  immediate  prospect  of  a 
change  to  fine  weather.  The  barometer  indicates  more 
rain  and  storms. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Comparatively  little  has  been  done  since  the 
opening  by  anglers  owing  to  the  cold  and  unsettled  nature 
of  the  weather,  combined  with  waters  in  flood.  On  the 
Knockando  House  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Cruick- 
shank,  fisherman,  killed  a  salmon  of  81b.  ;  while  on  the 
Laggan  water,  two,  of  91b.  and  61b.  respectively  were 
killed.  From  the  Craigellacbie  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Roper  landed  one  of  81b. ;  and  from  the  Aberlour  House 
water  on  the  same  day,  Mr.  McKenzie,  one,  of  7Jlb. 
Fishing  on  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr. 
J.  F.  Cumming,  The  Dowans,  killed  one  weighing  7Jlb. ; 
while  Mr.  Burnett  was  successful  in  killing  one  of  221b.  on 
Thursday,  and  one  of  71b.  on  Friday.— J.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— The  present  month  did  not 
come  in  as  it  often  has  done,  like  a  roaring  lion,  but 
during  the  past  week  we  have  had  quite  enough  of 
boisterous  weather  to  last  us  for  some  time,  while,  as  for 
the  pluvial  descents,  why,  don't  mention  it ;  they  have 
been  a  caution,  and  no  mistake.  On  Friday,  last  week, 
just  when  the  rivers  were  beginning  to  get  down  a  little, 
and  to  get  less  thick,  with  the  "  snaw-breo  "  running  out 
of  them,  we  were  treated— iu  the  Kelso  district — to  a  rain 
and  hail  storm,  the  like  of  which  had  not  been  experienced 
all  the  season  before.  This,  of  course;  had  the  effect  of 
again  discolouring  the  water,  and  rising  it  some  inches 
above  its  then  higher  level,  and  on  Saturday  trjut  anglers 
were  again  in  it,  some  very  nice  baskets  being  killed  with 
worm  that  day.  The  weather  improving,  and  the  rivers 
having' gone  down  somewhat,  salmon  angling  was  practicable 
on  Monday.  On  only  a  few  waters,  however,  were 
any  anglers  out,  and  as  the  previous  spate  must 
have  sent  a  lot  of  fish  that  were  lying  in  tho 
middle  and  lower  waters  to  the  highor  reaches,  it 
was  not  to  bo  expected  that  much  successful  sport 
would  be  available  on  any  of  the  fastnesses.  However, 
foitune  alwajs  favours  the  brave.  On  the  Floors  Castle 
upper  water  Mr.  J.  A.  Nix,  London,  killed  a  couple  of 
very  nico  newly-run  salmon,  weighing  6Jlb.  and  7Jlb. 
respectively,  on  the  "Slates"  cast,  while  Mr.  Nix,  his 
brother,  landed  four  unseasonable  fish,  which  were  again 
returned  to  their  native  element.  On  (he  same  day,  on 
the  Tillmouth  water  (Till),  Capt.  D.  M.  French  wns 
successful  in  killing  two  very  fine  fish,  one  woighing  fully 
12ilb.  and  the  other  8Jlb.,  both  newly-run  fish  from  the 
sea.    I  believe  that  one  fish  was  also  killed  in  one  of  the 


lower  waters  below  Kelso,  and  one  on  the  Hendersyde 
water,  but  particulars  are  not  to  hand  when  sending  off 
this  report.  On  the  latter  water  there  seems  to  be  a 
scarcity  of  salmon,  as  only  some  eight  or  ten  fish 
have  been  got  since  the  beginning  of  the  season 
up  to  the  present  time.  The  takes  of  common 
yellow  trout,  which  are  now  in  capital  condition,  have 
been  very  good,  and  the  following  are  amongst  those  wh# 
have  been  most  successful:  On  the  16th  inst.,  and  since 
that  date,  Mr.  J .  Rowley  has  had  takes  of  from  31b.  up  to 
61b.  In  the  Heiton  district  of  the  Teviot,  Mr.  Robert 
Affleck,  tailor,  Heiton,  has  had  51b.  of  trout;  Mr.  James 
Affleck  (his  son),  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Jas.  Aitken,  41b.,  and  a  bull 
trout  of  31b.  On  the  casts  just  below  Sunlaw's  Mill,  two 
anglers  had  each  41b.  of  trout,  and  one  of  them  a  bull 
trout  of  41b. ;  Mr.  Janie3  Patterson,  a  basket,  of  51b.,  of 
common  yellow  trout,  one  of  which  weighed  ljlb.,  and 
two  of  Jib.  each,  all  in  splendid  condition.  These 
were  killed  with  artificial  fly.  Several  bull  trout  have 
also  been  killed  by  some  anglers,  but  these  fish  want 
a  good  deal  of  filling  up  yet.  22nd,  Mr.  Geo.  Turn- 
bull,  slater,  had  7Jlb.,  and  a  couple  of  bull  trout; 
Mr.  Jas.  Hogg,  6Jlb.,  and  one  3  Jib.  bull  trout,  a 
splendid  specimen ,  whic^  gave  rare  sport,  running  like  a 
spring  salmon;  Mr.  T.  Maxwell,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  A.  Steel, 
jun.,  41b. ;  Mr.  J.  Robson,  jun.,  5Jlb.  On  Tuesday, 
owing  to  wind  storm,  we  had  again  a  flood  of  4£ft.;  and 
little  was  done,  only  three  baskets  coming  under  notice  of 
from  31b.  up  to  51b.,  during  the  afternoon,  when  thc~ 
rivers  had  somewhat  gone  in.  To-day  (Wednesday  )  with 
the  rivers  down  to  a  couple  of  feet  above  their  normal 
level,  angling  for  trout  lias  again  been  resumed  with  worm 
and  minnow.  During  the  forenoon,  at  Cnbbie's  Hole,  at 
the  west  end  of  Kelso  Bridge,  Mr.  J.  Mustard,  with  min- 
now, hooked  a  31b.  pike,  which  he  successfully  landed ; 
the  fish  was  immediately  brought  to  Mr.  Steel's  shop  in 
Bridge-street,  Kelso,  and  put  into  a  tank  of  water,  where 
it  sailed  about,  seemingly  nothing  the  worse  for  having 
been  hooked,  and  where  it  was  viewed  by  many  anglers 
and  others.  The  wind,  which  is  from  the  south-west,  is 
still  blowiug  half  a  gale,  with  every  appearance  of  more 
rain,  while  the  glass  has  gone  down  considerably. — Max- 
wheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  river, 

despite  frequent  showers,  is  toning  down  into  form.  On 
Monday  morning  Mr.  James  A.  Barlowe,  fishing  the 
Kingsmills  waters,  killed  seven  trout,  4flb.,  on  phantom 
minnow.  During  the  week  several  anglers  had  four  or 
five  trout  each  up  to  lib.  on  the  worm. — J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes. — The  weather  moderated  somewhat  in 
the  past  week  and  this  river  was  in  fair  fishing  order.  A 
good  many  aDglers  ventured  out  to  try  their  luck  again. 
Mr.  James  Johnston  landed  one  salmon  of  12 Jib.  on  17th 
inst. ;  and  on  18th  inst.  Mr.  Hunter  landed  another  111b. 
weight.  On  19th  inst.  Mr.  B.  L.  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
131b. ;  on  the  same  day  Mr.  Maguire  landed  another  lOJlb. 
weight.  Mr.  T.  G.  on  20th  inst.  landed  a  salmon  weighing 
111b.,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  landed  one  of  9Jlb.  on  same  day.  A 
fine  run  of  salmon  took  place  during  the  past  week  through 
this  river  to  Lough  Melvin,  and  should  the  weather  now 
become  settled,  excellent  sport  would  be  had  on  both  lake 
and  river. 

Caragh  Lake.  —  Fishing  since  last  report  has  been 
good.  On  the  Upper  Caragh,  Col.  Kirkwood  took  two 
salmon— one,  101b.,  on  the  21st.,  and  one,  91b.,  on  the 
22nd.  On  the  Lower  Caragh,  Mr.  Murray,  one,  7Jlb.,  on 
the  20th  ;  and  Mr.  O.  Toole,  one,  101b.,  on  the  21st.  Some 
good  trout  fishing  to  be  had  now. — G.  ( ', 

Corrib  (co.  Galway).— The  Corrib  is  yet  out  of 
order — high  and  dirty,  as  a  rule.  Amongst  those  out 
were  Gen.  Davis,  Major  Sumner,  Commander  Law, 
R.N.,  &c.  Trouting  was  poor  during  the  equinoxial  gales. 
A  fine  stock  of  salmon  is  up. — J.  A.  B. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — River  still  in  splendid  fishing  orderr 
and  sport  excellent.  The  following  have  been  successful 
during  the  week  :  On  Oak  Grove  fishery,  W.  T.  Crawshay, 
11  Jib.,  81b.  ;  Miss  Stansfeld,  71b.  On  Ashton  fishery, 
W.  H.  Massy,  101b.,  91b. ;  J.  Grainger,  91b. ;  and  S. 
Haynos,  on  the  21st  inst..  161b.,  101b.,  101b.,  91b.  ;  Dr. 
Taylor,  101b.  On  Nettleville,  J.  H.  Douglas,  221b.,  121b  , 
121b.,  lljlb.,  91b.,  81b.,  741b. ;  Col.  Broderick,  111b.,  101b. ; 
Mr.  Beamish,  121b.,  91b.  On  Cronody,  Capt.  Hunt,  101b., 
9Jlb.,  91b.,  91b.  On  Fargus,  Capt.  Eastwood.  131b.,  121b., 
101b.  ;  Capt.  Clifton-Brown,  101b.,  101b.  ;  Alderman  Dale, 
111b.  On  Carhue,  G.  levers,  101b.,  101b.  ;  M'Leary, 
131b.,  111b.  On  other  portions  of  the  river  the  following 
also  had  sport :  Frank  Lyons,  161b.,  81b. ;  Maurice  Lyons, 
lojlb.,  101b.;  J.  Fitzgerald,  81b.,  71b.;  B.  H.  Perry, 
121b. ;  M.  Murphy,  81b. ;  J.  McAuliff,  91b.,  91b. ;  (Jen. 
Bowles,  101b. ;  J.  O'Brien,  91b.,  9  Jib.,  10  Jib. ;  M.Sullivan, 
101b. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Melvin.— Mr.  H.  Gallagher,  fishing  this  lake 
on  20th  inst.,  hooked  a  fine  spriDg  fish  on  a  trout  fly,  but 
the  fine  trout  cast  broke  after  a  few  minutes'  exciting 
play.  Mr.  Gallagher,  on  same  day,  took  seventeen  trout, 
weighing  13Jlb.  A  number  of  anglers  have  arrived  at 
Scott's  Hotel,  Garrison,  to  fish  Lough  Melvin. — M. 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— Pollen  fishing  continues  good.  The 
fishers  are  making  big  hauls  nightly,  and  the  prices  from 
the  cross  Channel  markets  are  very  remunerative.  The 
other  day  the  Stewartstown  police  seized  a  box  containing 
390  pollen  under  the  Sin.  limit  from  a  hawker.  This 
involves  a  fine  of  £19  10s.  if  proved.  Trout  netting  is  also 
improved,  some  fine  fish  up  to  71b.  having  been  taken. 

Mague  (co.  Limerick).— This  liverisat  present  in 
good  order,  and  appears  to  be  well  stocked  with  salmon. 
Sport  for  the  past  four  days  has  befti  good.  Mr.  H.  S. 
Croker  landed,  on  tho  20th  inst.,  two  nice  springers,  131b. 
and  111b.  ;  on  tho  22nd,  two,  121b.  and  101b.  ;  on  the  23rd, 
ono,    111b.     Mr.  T.  W.   Browning  landed,   on  tlie 
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20th,  four,  viz.,  141b.,  121b.,  91b.,  and  ,81b.;  Mr. 
A  Browning,  one,  101b. ;  Mr.  Geo.  Browning,  on  the 
21st..  one,  121b. ;  Mr.  A.  Bannatyne  landed,  on  the 
20th,  two,  121b.  and  91b. ;  Mr.  Sellars,  one,  111b.  ;  Mr. 
Manning,  one,  91b.  ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  two,  121b.  and  101b. 
Some  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  taken.    T.  D .  O . 

Mourne  (KTewtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The 
season  opens  on  the  Mourne  on  Thursday  next.  The  river 
is  high  in  flood  this  week.  Most  of  the  spent  fish  have 
returned  to  the  Atlantic.  Salmon  fishing  commences 
about  the  last  week  of  June.  Some  300,000  salmon  try 
have  been  hatched  out  in  the  hatchery  of  the  Fogle  and 
Bann  Fishery  Company  below  this  town. — J .  A.  B.  _ 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— The  river  is  now, 
in  good  fishing  order,  and  fine  weather  here  for  the  past 
three  days.  Mr.  Fausbery.on  the  22nd,  had  salmon,  131b., 
and  three  kelts.  The  water  of  the  Lough  is  at  a  standstill. 
A  few  trout  have  been  taken  on  it  by  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  Commander  Bornett  and  friend.  The  heaviest  fell  to 
Mr.  Scroop,  51b.— Pat  Hearnes  (Ballina). 

Mayola  (Castledawson,  co.  Derry).— This  river  is 
setting  into  fair  order  for  the  fly.  On  Monday  a  local 
angler  had  nine  trout.  By  the  end  of  the  week  the  river 
will  be  well  toned  down. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castlecorinell).— The  past  week  has  not 
been  quite  so  wet  as  the  previous  one,  but  it  has  been  very 
stormy,  and  fishing  was  almost  out  of  the  question.  The 
river  level  is  now  going  down,  and  the  advent  of  calmer 
weather  should  bring  about  an  improvement  in  sport.  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed,  19th,  one  salmon, 
121b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  H.  Talbot  killed,  17th,  one 
salmon,  271b.  On  Woodlands,  Major  C.  Hayes,  Newing- 
ton,  killed,  23rd,  one  salmon,  30£lb.  On  Worldsend,  Mr. 
C.  S.  P.  Vansittart's  men  killed,  22nd,  two  salmon,  131b. 
and  27Jlb. — John  Enright  and  Son. 


Jingling  ^ixtuns 

March  28.   

Albion  Brothers  :  Match  at  Cheshunt. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Cosy :  Match  at  St.  Margaret's. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Match  at  Ware. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  in  the  Lea. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Match  at  Ware. 

North  London  :  Match  in  the  Lea. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret  s. 

Sundial :  Outing. 

Wenlock  :  Match  at  Rye  House. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorials  :  Outing  to  St.  Margaret  s. 
March  29. 

Camden :  Visit. 
March  30. 

Gresham  :  Annual  dinner. 

Victoria  Brothers:  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
April  1. 

Trout  fishing  opens  on  the  Thames. 


April 


5.— Olive  Branch  :  Benefit  concert. 

5.  — Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner. 

6.  — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 
6.— Elgin:  Visit. 

6.  — Gresham  :  Special  general  meeting. 
(1.— Park:  Visit. 

7.  — Anchor :  "Annual  supper. 

8.  — North-East  Brothers  :  Supper. 
10.— Lychnobites  :  Smoking  concert. 
12.— St.  Alban's :  Visit. 

22.— Oxford :  Annual  dinner. 

27.  — Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 

28.  — Walham  Green  :  Supper. 


meptts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
marked    Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  £2  4s.  from  the  Stepney 
A.S.  donation  box— R.  Ghurney. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— The  following  mem- 
bers of  the  above  took  part  in  the  A. B.  competition,  all 
of  whom  had  fish  :  Messrs.  Watling,  Lambarth,  Hutching- 
son,  Hazell,  King,  Hender,  Shurey,  Lattimore,  Mellen, 
Davis,  Walker.— G.  Merry.  ...    ,  . 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
The  quarterly  meeting  took  place  on  24th,  when  the 
officers  for  the  ensuing  quarter  were  elected  as  follows : 
H.  Challan,  chairman,  E.  Jackson,  vice  ;  Messrs.  E.  Clarke 
and  Abrahams,  delegates  ;  H.  Slack  Tyler,  G.  Blades,  and 
C.  Slack,  clerks  of  scales  j  H.  Brassington  and  G.  Green, 
auditors.  A  committee  will  be  formed  to  carry  out  our 
seventh  annual  dinner,  and  to  arrange  the  prizes,  Ac- 
Ben.  Abrahams. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society.  Queen  s 
Hotel,  Queen'g-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— On  March  21 
Mr.  Aplin  weighed-in  some  nice  roach  from  the  Lea.  On 
March  28  we  fish  a  roving  match  in  the  Lea,  for  three 
consolation  prizes  for  members  who  have  not  won  a  prize 
this  season  ;  from  Ponders  End  to  the  Engine  House  at 
Ware;  navigable  portion  of  the  Lea  only;  no  back 
waters ;  Jib.  of  fish  the  limit.    On  March  30  a  general 


meeting  will  take  place,  for  election  of  officers  and  to  pass 
balance-sheet.— Dodd.  ' 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Sooiety,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  March  21 
Mr  C.  Davis  weighed-in  roach,  71b.  lOfoz.  ;  Mr.  T.  Davis, 
roach  and  dace,  41b.  9|oz.  ;  Mr.  D.  Warren  and  Mr.  J. 
Young,  roach;  Mr.  J.  Roach,  roach  and  dace.— 1. 
Paternoster.  _   ,  . 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E.— On  March  21 
the  following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Biesell,  H.  Bones,  and 
Papworth.  The  remainder  had  but  poor  sport.  A  general 
meeting  will  take  place  next  Tuesday,  when  I  hope  all 
members  will  clear  up,  as  it  is  the  end  of  our  financial  year. 
— B.  Bissell.  _    .  . 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath.— On  March  21  twenty-seven  members  competed  in 
the  A.B.S.  competition,  but  only  six  had  fish.  Mr. 
Anderson,  roach,  31b.  ioz. ;  Mr.  Hackett,  roach,  12Joz.  ; 
Mr  Taylor,  roach,  12oz.  ;  Mr.  P.  Loft,  roach,  lOJoz.  ;  Mr. 
J  Revely,  roach,  7|oz. ;  Mr.  Young,  roach,  2£oz.  Next 
Tuesday,  March  30,  being  quarterly  night,  I  hope  to  see  a 
large  attendance  for  election  of  officers,  &c.—R.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— On  March  21  five  members 
fished  in  the  Lea  competition,  one  taking  a  roach  of  13|oz., 
after  weighing  it  and  leaving  the  room  someone  took  the 
wrong  fish  and  left  a  smaller  one.  On  Monday  next  we 
take  a  return  visit  on  the  Central  List,  when  Mr.  W.  J . 
Wade  will  take  the  chair. — T.  Honour.  , 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  ot 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. —Several 
members  fished  in  the  A.B.S.  competition  on  the  2lst, 
but  only  two  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  O.  Jones,  and  J .  Riley. 
Members  please  note  that  March  31  will  be  quarterly 
night ;  business  of  importance  to  be  brought  forward  ; 
also  two  auditors  to  be  elected.— O.  Jones. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  return  visit  on  this 
list  will  be  to  the  Camden  Anglers,  held  at  the  Victory, 
Clarence-road,  Kentish  Town,  on  Monday  next,  March  29. 
The  members  of  this  club  are  exceptionally  good  visitors, 
and  always  to  be  found  at  the  visits  in  all  parts  of  London. 
Anglers  and  friends  who  can  attend  will  be  cordially 
welcomed— C.  Watling. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
A  committee  meeting  will  take  place  at  the  above  society 
on  Tuesday,  March  30,  when  important  business  will  be 
transacted.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— A  six  months'  audit  is 
now  taking  place,  and  members  in  arrears  are  requested 
to  settle  at  once.  Our  supper  and  prize  distribution  will 
take  place  on  May  11,  and  ptize  donors  will  greatly  oblige 
by  forwarding  prizes  as  quickly  as  possible— S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  visit  to  the  Mitre  Brothers'  on  Tuesday 
evening  was  a  success  ;  they  had  a  room  full  of  company, 
and  an  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Lummes  filled 
the  chair  and  Mr.  Kemble  the  vice.  Members  of  the 
following  societies  were  present,  viz.,  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Eustouian,  Amicable  Waltonians,  Bloomsbury  Brothers, 
North  London,  Camden,  Copenhagen,  Mitre,  Foley, 
Central  Club,  Independent  Brothers',  Anchor  and  Hope, 
and  True  Caledonians.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Foley 
A.  S.,  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales;  date  later  on.— F. 
Castell.  -  .  _ 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N— On  March  21  some  of 
our  members  fished  in  the  competition  at  St.  Margaret  s, 
when  Messrs.  Browning  and  Bedford  weighed  fish  ;  also 
Mr.  Potter,  roach  from  other  waters. — E.  J.  M. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester- 
row,  Westminster.— On  March  21,  Mr.  H.  Sheekey 
weighed-in  roach,  41b.  Our  last  match  of  the  season  will 
take  place  at  St.  Margaret's  on  March  28.  Gross  weight 
for  all  fish;  open—  A.  Chappell. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— Most  of  our  members  com- 
peted at  St.  Margaret's  on  the  21st.,  Messrs.  C.  Robinson, 
C.  Slade,  and  A.  Wild  weighing-in.  Members  please  note 
that  Tuesday,  the  30th,  will  be  quarterly  night,  and  the 
end  of  the  financial  year.— S.  Malby. 

Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Notting 
Hill.— At  our  special  meeting  we  decided  to  take  our  visit 
on  Tuesday,  April  6,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster. 
Will  the  givers  of  private  prizes  kindly  pay  the  same  m 
before  May  4 1    We  have  made  another  working  member. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C.— A  very  fine  show 
of  roach  was  on  the  table  on  Tuesday  evening,  some  of 
the  members  having  been  fishing  in  private  waters,  where 
the  close  season  had  not  commenced.  The  following 
were  some  of  the  takes  :  Mr.  H.  J.  Short,  forty-seven 
fish,  weighing  311b.  2oz.  (largest  lib.  7oz.);  Mr.  J. 
Powles-West,  five  fish,  51b.  2oz.  (best  fish,  lib.  12oz.) ; 
Mr  Goodwin,  six  Seh,  41b.  12oz.  (best  lib.  4oz.) ;  Mr. 
Gilbert,  eight,  total  weight,  41b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Tibbatts, 
three  fish,  total,  lib.  9oz.  An  application  from  the 
Imperial  Institute  asking  the  Society  to  lend  some  of 
their  stuffed  specimens  of  fish  for  the  Exhibition  was  read, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  the  society  would  lend  some  of 
their  own  cas3s  and  also  ask  members  to  send  some  of  their 
private  specimens.  Members  who  are  willing  to  do  so  aro 
invited  to  send  particulars  to  the  Hon.  Curator,  Gresham 
Angling  Society,  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Coleman 
street,  E.C.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  next 
Tuesday,  March  30,  at  0  p.m.— J.  Tayler. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.— On  March  21  we  had  a 
blink.  Will  members  please  settle  np  arrears  in  order  to 
become  eligible  for  supper.— C.  Smith. 
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Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.  E.  On  March  21 
Mr.  F.  Newton  wehhed-in  roach,  161b.  Member,  will 
compete  for  special  prizes  at  Ware  on  March  28.  Boundary: 
Ware  Tumbling  Bay  to  the  Engine  Housa.  Start  and 
count  fish  at  Bull  Inn,  Ware.— Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.-The  match  at  Ware  on 
March  21  was  a  success,  all  the  prizes  being  won.  ice 
following  weighed-in  :  Messrs.  Burwash  first,  41b.  3*oz. 
roach  and  dace;  Cisker,  second,  31b.  9|oz.,  roach  and 
dace;  Blackman,  third,  31b.  4|oz.,  roach  and  dace ; 
J.  H.  Herbert,  21b.  12|oz.,  roach  and  dace;  Wilks, 
21b  llloz.,  roach  and  dace  ;  Goddard,  lib.  15ioz„  roach 
and  dace;  Holder,  15oz.,  roach  and  dach ;  Boys,  12oz., 
roach  and  dace.  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  luesday 
next  for  special  business.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John  s 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.-The  members 
competed  for  three  special  prizes  on  March  21.  Jolly 
Jenkins  "  secured  first  hoirours  ;  Mr.  A.  Furlong,  second  ; 
Mr  A.  Harris,  third.  Messrs.  Nunn  and  Charter* 
weighed-in  roach  oi  the  same  day.  Result  of  the  com- 
petition on  Wednesday  last  >  Messrs.  H.  Butt  was  first; 
T.  Goodwins,  second  ;  J.  K.  Charters,  third  There  are 
two  special  prizes  to  be  fished  for  on  March  28,  on  the 
Lea,  between  Carthagena  Weir  and  the  railway  bridge 
above  St.  Margaret's  Lock;  all  competitors  to  fish  trom 
the  towing-pith. — H.  B.  .  , 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush,  W.— We  finish  the  season  with  a 
competition  on  March -28,  for  a  special  prize,  and  optional 
sweepstake  ;  anywhere  between  Ware  and  Hertford,  tram 
9  8  from  Liverpool-street.  Will  gentlemen  who  offered 
prizes  during  the  past  season,  kindly  forward  same  at 
earliest  convenience. — A.B.M. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, N. — On  March  21  several  members  fashed 
in  the  A.B.  competition,  but  none  were  successful.  Mr. 
J.  Taylor  was  elected  as  working  member,  and  Mr.  G.  t. 
Luck  proposed.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.— 
Coarse  fish  having  now  gone  out,  considerable  activity  is 
being  shown  by  the  trout  anglers  hereabouts,  several 
having  been  abroad,  and  not  without  reasonable  success, 
either.  But  the  difficulty  is  to  learn  from  what  water 
the  trout  have  been  obtained.  The  fish  are  reported  to  be 
in  very  fair  condition  and  that  they  come  freely.  1 
should  say  the  best  open  water  for  an  angler  nowadays  is 
the  River  Vyrnwy,  though  some  of  the  best  reaches  ot  this 
really  good  all-round  stream  have  been  snatched  from  the 
general  and  of  course  humble,  fisherman.  I  hear  a 
whisper  that  the  Wyre,  above  Preston,  will  show  up  well 
this  season,  but  cannot  say  forthwith  where  to  go  or  whom 
to  apply  to.— R.  Woolfall.  . 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row.— At  the  meeting 
on  Monday  there  was  a  good  attendance.  The  report  ot 
the  committee  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Associa- 
tion,  held  at  Bristol  on  Saturday  last,  proved  very  satis- 
factory. The  members  were  pleased  to  learn  of  the 
addition  to  the  Liverpool  Branch  of  the  P.A.A.  by  the 
formation  of  the  Nelson  Angling  Society.  Messrs. 
Kinnear,  J.  Wishart,  and  others  have  had  a  few  nice 
trout  from  the  Alyn.  A  member  of  this  association  (Mr. 
Isaac  Smith),  who  is  staying  at  Salop,  had  a  nice  lot  ot 
pike  on  March  13  (heaviest,  71b.).— James  Reynolds. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson  Shoe- 
lane  E  C— Mr.  J.  Grist,  one  of  our  members,  took  tenth 
prize  on  March  21  at  the  A.B.S.  competition,  with 
21b.  lljoz.,  including  a  carp  of  21b.  3£oz.  Mr.  Grist  has 
certainly  done  well  up  to  the  present.— J.  E.  Griffiths.  * 
Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel, 
Newington-green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.— We  had  a  good 
attendance  on  Tuesday  last,  when  letters  from  secretary 
of  Imperial  Institute  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  were  read  and 
discussed  and  adjourned  until  April  6.  We  hold  no 
meeting  on  Tuesday  next,  that  being  the  occasion  ot  the 
last  concert  of  the  season  of  the  Clarendon  Musical 
Society,  and  I  hope  all  our  members  and  friends  will  turn 
up  and  help  to  make  it  a  success.  There  will  be  a  host  pi 
talent,  and  Mr.  S.  Renaut,  our  worthy  host,  m  the  chair, 
at  eight  o'clock  sharp. — H.  Stockdale. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  lavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn.— On  March  23  our  return 
visit  on  the  C.  and  D.V.L.  was  successful,  thirteen  clubs 
being  well  represented.  The  chair  was  occupied  by 
Messrs.  R.  Summes  and  J.  Pailes,  of  the  Bloomsbury 
Brothers'  •  and  Mr.  Kemble,  of  the  Mitre,  vice.  Several 
well-known  artistes  attended,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening 
was  spent.  I  hope  members  will  show  up  on  the  29th  at 
8  p.m.  sharp,  as  we  wish  to  give  the  Camden  a  bumper. 
All  members  holding  concert  programmes  and  A.B.S. 
tickets  will  greatly  oblige  by  settling  up  at  their  earliest 
convenience. — A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.  — Thursday, 
April  8,  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes.— 
A.  Lewis. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on 
March  22,  when  the  following  had  fish:  Messrs.  Reitz.a 
nice  show  of  roich;  Dew,  roach;  Carter,  roach;  and 
Thompson,  roach.  Mr.  Vyell,  on  the  21st,  had  a  nice 
show  of  roach  (201b.)  from  Ware.  Our  return  visit  on  the 
N.  and  N.E.  suburban  district  will  take  placo  on  Tuesday, 
April  (i.  Any  society  not  receiving  notice  please  accept 
this.— W.  S.  „     "  _ 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W.— March  80  will  be  quarterly  night. — H.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road .— Wc  had  some  tine 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[March  27,  1897 


IMPERIAL  &  ROYAL 
HOTELS, 

Patronised  by  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieu'enant,  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
H.M.L.,the  Nobilityand  Gentry. 

TOURISTS  and  anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  above  hotels,  and  first- 
class  cuisine.  Splendid  billiard,  smoke,  and 
private  sitting  rooms,  new  bath  rooms,  hot  and 
cold  shower  lecently fitted  up;  sanitary  arrange- 
ments on  most  modern  system ;  some  of  the  best 
casts  on  the  Moy  within  three  minutes'  walk ; 
only  half  an  hour's  drive  to  the  best  salmon  and 
(rout  grounds  on  Lough  Conn ;  cars,  boats, 
attendance,  always  ready  to  order;  hotel'buaes 
attend  all  trains.  Special  bo irding  terms  by  the 
week  if  required.  Commercial  gentlemen  have 
magnificent  show  rooms  fitted  up  for  their  pur- 
pose. All  communications  will  have  immediate 
attention.    Telegrams— "Flynn,  Ballina." 

N.B. — The  proprietor  has  just  secured  the 
exclusive  fishing  rights  on  the  preserved  portion 
of  the  river  Moy  at  Bahins,  situated  within  a 
short  mile  of  the  town,  and  where  some  of  the 
best  salmon  casts  are  known  to  be  on  the  river, 
which  are  specially  reserved  for  visitors  and 
tourists  staying  at  the  above  hotels— all  fish 
killed  being  their  own. 

THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  &  Brown  Trout  Fishing, 
TO  REAL  ANGLERS. 

SUBSCRIBER  respectfully  directs  Anglers' 
attention  to  above  Fishing,  comprising 
.several  miles  of  two  Salmon  Rivers,  viz.,  the 
Gweedore  and  Bunawack.  Also  the  famous 
Loughanure,  so  well  known  for  salmon,  grilse, 
sea  and  brown  trout;  and  several  smaller  Lakes 
with  brown  trout  up  to  41b.,  all  of  which  I  secured 
the  exclusive  right  of,  and  thoroughly  preserved. 
There  are  a  good  run  of  Spring  Salmon  on  above 
rivers  from  March  1st.  Grilse  and  sea  trout  com- 
mence May  12th.  Good  boat  accommodation  on 
lakes.— Apply  Proprietor,  Crolly  Bridge  Hotel, 
Bunbeg,  co.  Donegal. 

MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA. 

First  Class  for  Anglers.   Charges  Moderate. 
Also  RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  on  the 
Shores  of  Lough  Conn. 

Splendid  Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing. 
Good  Pike  Fishing  and  Rough  Shooting 
up  to  December. 

E.  MUETAGH,  Proprietor 


CARRIGART,  CO.  DONEGAL— ROSAPENNA  HOTEL. 

THl,JI^fh8.»°/i.thS  lat6  *iarl  °f  £eitrim  beg  t0  inform  visitors  t0  the  Donegal 
improvement  handsome  and  capacious  Hotel  has  been  enhanced  by  every  modern 

n.^4,™  PSB}N^,  in  th9  famo«s  O'en  Lough,  Owencarrow  and  Lackagh  rivers  is  free  to 

GOLF  LINKS,  magnificent  bathing,  delicious  air  from  the  mountains  and  the  Atlantic 
Under  lhe  mw  management  of  MB.  HERINQ,  from  the  HOLBORN  RESTA  ORANT. 


FOUR  SALMON  RODS 


I'H.'ES 

LAMB  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON, 
WEST  SOMERSET. 

EXCELLENT  FISHING 

For  visitors  staying  at  the  above  well- 
known  Hotel  on  riveis  Exe  and  Barle. 
First-class  accommodation.  Charges 
strictly  moderate. 

VICTOR   and  HUSSON, 
Proprietors. 


THE  OAHNAKVOEf  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  (G.W.E). 


SNUWDON    RANGER  HOTEL, 

Lake  Quellyn, 

NEAR 

CARNARVON. 

The  finest  Trout  and  Char  fishing  free. 
Splendid  centre  for  mountaineering. 


FOR  SALE. 

In  splendid  condition.     Best  makers. 
Also  several  ODD  JOINTS,  GAFF,  &o 

All  in  box.     Will  accept  £o  10s 
Write—    "  S.  T.," 

The  Castle, 

Tabard-street,  Borough, 


The  TORS  HOTEL, 

.     LYNMOUTH,  N.  DEVON. 

THE  FINEST  POSITION  IN  THE 
WEST  OF  ENGLAND. 
Twenty  miles  of  good  Trout  Fishing  Free 
to  Visitors  staying  a  week. 


FOX  L  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

.    Eggesford  Station,  N.  Devon. 

4|  Hours  feom  London. 

FREE  FISHING  over  the  private  w*f.2rs  of  the  Earl 
of  Portsmourh  and  other  gentlemen  on  Mid  Taw 
and  Little  Dart  to  visitors  at  the  hotel  only.  A 
limited  number  of  Seaaon  Tickets  at  a  Guinea  each 
only  to  be  obtained  of  the  Proprietor  of  the  Hotel' 
Rivers  restocktd  with  Yearling  Trout  last  Sprlcg 
Moderate  inclusive  tariff.   Season  commences  March  1 


DULVERTON,  SOMERSET. 

QVEE    twenty    miles    of  Excellent 
TROUT    PISHING  on  the 
EXE  and  BARLE,  and  its  Tribu- 
taries, for  Visitors  staying  at 

THE  RED  LION  HOTEL, 

combined  with  some  of  the  Grandest 

Scenery    in    the    West  of  England. 

Moderate  Terms.  Tariff  and  full  par- 
ticulars of 

J.  A.  MOYLE,  Proprietor. 

TROUT  FISHING  on  EXE  and  BARLE. 

White  Horse  and  Crown  Hotels, 

EXFORD,  WEST  SOMERSET. 
Twenty  Miles  of  Free  Fishing  in  Exe  and 
Barle,  on  open  moor  and  inclosed  lands, 
free  to  Visitors.    Exford  close  to  Exrnoof* 
Moderate  charges. 

J.  H.  Low,  Proprietor. 


^^^^^^^  _  . 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING  in  private 
water  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon,  Rivers  Exe  and 
Barle.  Free  to  visitors.  Quite  in  the  country 
Ave  hours  from  London.   Golf  links  adjoining 

Also  the  Edgcott  Hotel  JDxfora.  MiieB  ol  iree 
ashing.  900ft  altitude:  sheltered  and  com- 
nrt,h,n  ci  W.  NELDEB 


mae log  Lake  hotel, 

TT  CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

BRIGHT   bracing   climate.    Capital  Trout 
Iishing  (lates  and  streams).    Sea  Fishing 
and  splendid  Bathing  Sands.   Grand  Sportinf 
(iolf  Course  adjoins  Hotel  and  sea,  coast.  Plan 
of  links  and  moderate  inclusive  tariff  on  request. 
■  Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTRELL. 


Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 
LINDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

5oach    Is.  6d.\  Per  106  yards. 

Barbel    2s.  Od.f  White 

Pike   3s.  od.f  or 

Salmon   4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Roach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

M.  BARNES,  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKES 

I,  St.  Swithin'r  Squarb.  Lincoln. 


: 


THE  ROSE  AND  CROWN  HOTEL, 

BAI NBRIDGE,  WENSLEYDALE. 

MILES  of  Excellent  TROUT  and  GRAYLING 
FISHING  on  River  Yore  and  Tributaries , 
Trout,  Bream,  and  Rudd  fishing  on  Lake  Semer- 
water  (the  largest  natural  lake  in  Yorkshire). 
Charming  scenery,  bracing  mountain  air.  Good 
accommodation.  Terms  moderate.  Letters : 
Rose  and  Crown,  Bainbridge,  Askrigg,  R.S.o! 
Telegrams  :  "  Rose  and  Crown,  Askrigg  " 

KENDALL  and  CHIERIC1,  Proprietors. 


PELICAN  HOTEL, 

Beach  Street,  Deal. 

APARTMENTS  FACING  THE  SEA. 

Proprietor— J.  REED. 
EVERY  COMFORT.    GOOD  ATTENDANCE 

PRICES  EXTREMELY  MODERATE. 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS  in 
SCOTLAND. 

The  most  convenient  place  to  go  to  is 

The  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm. 

.  °^l7-^^S  by  rail  fronl  Carlisle,  and  close 
to  the  BORDER  ESK. 

 WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 

FORREST  &  SON'S 
CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 

JOHKT  FORREST, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 
24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street, W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description, 
fcvery  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Rods  and 
latterns  in  Flies  made  to  order.  J.  F.,  being  a 
Practical  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  first-class  quality."— Fishing  Gazette. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

LI  A  PI/ 1  CO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
flHOrVLLO  Seals'  Fur,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Sundays  Well-road,  Cork 

Jj].XPEBIENCED  ASSISTANT 
WANTED  in  Fishing  Tackle  De- 
partment, with  a  knowledge  of  Sports 
and  Games  preferred.— Apply  by  letter, 
stating  age,  experience,  and  salary 
required,  "  B.  and  Co.,"  107,  Cheapside, 
London. 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN, 

Mid-Weekly  Journal  for  the  Western  District. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id. 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SEA  and  RIVER  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
South  Devon  District,  throughout  which  the 
Western  Guardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Moderate. 
Head  Offices:  Totneg,  Devon. 


ROACH  AND  DREAM 

FISHERS 

Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  in  the  850  acres  of 

water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &o. 

"  Pike,  peroh,  roach,  Sc.,  are  numerous."— 
Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  Station. 


FREE  TROUT  FISHING. 

Gentlemen  residing  at  the 

TREWYTHEN  ARMS  HOTEL, 

LLANIDLOES, 
Have  3^  miles  of  good  Severn  Trout 
Pishing,  also  Lake  Fishing  within  3  miles 
distance.— L.  P.  MAESHALL,  Manager 


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nr.  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

QPORTS-Fishlng  for  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
YJ   Rudd;   also  Sea  Fishing.    Billiards  and 
lennis.    Fishing  all  the  year  round.  No 
close  season     Boarders  (Table  d'hote),  from 

kLI^J?1  daf„  NeareBt  Railway  Stations: 
ttlngsbridge  and  Dartmouth,  G.W.R. 

 W.  VICKERT.  Proprietor. 


RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

ELVER  OUSE. 
JJ'EEE  FISHING  ALL  THE  YEAE. 

Special  Terms  to  Families  staying 
Three  or  Four  Days  or  longer.  Healthy 
spot ;  good  soenery.     Terms  moderate. 
Three  minutes'  walk  from  railway  station 
I.  EOLPH,  Proprietor. 


H.  J.  TIBBATTS, 

Late  of  the  ' '  Citizen, ' '  Houndsditch,  and  the 

"Three  Compasses,"  Cow  Cross-st. 
JJAS  the  pleasure  to  inform  his  friends 
and  brother  anglers  that  he  has  bought 
the  "  SESSIONS  HOUSE  HOTEL," 
corner  of  Clerkenwell  Eoad  and  Clerken- 
well  Green,  and  hopes  to  take  possession 
very  shortly. 

Due  notice  of  the  exact  date  wilt  be  given. 


Visitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Trout 
and  Salmon  Fishing  is  obtainable, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN  THE 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
14  words,  6d.;  30  words.  Is.,  prepaid. 
Offices :  Fore  Street,  Totnes. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &c, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE!  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address :  9,  Market  Hill,  Cambridge 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps, 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d. 
3  doz.  for  2s.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 

THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WORLD- 
WIDE REPUTATION  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishing  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  onapplication 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omaeh,  Ireland. 
\  NORWEGIAN  Gentleman  OFFERS  AS- 
-t*-  SISTANCE  to  PRACTICE  SALMON 
SPOBT  in  one  of  the  most  charming  Fjords  In 
Wost  Norway.  Residence,  ir  wanted,  five 
minutes  from  river.  Ptarmigan  and  reindeer 
shooting  six  English  miles  off.  Young  gentle- 
men proferred.  Beginning  of  August.— Apply  to 
S.  Ruud  Gundersbn,  Stavanger. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Stour, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  for  Hants  &  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted  "  adverts.,  26  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL. 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address:  King  Street,  Alfreton 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  Advts.,  18  words,  6rf. ;  80  words,  Is.,  prepaid 
Address:  News  Office,  Ashbourne. 
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shows  of  roach  weighed-in  on  March  21  by  the  following  : 
Messrs. -Haynes,  Brock,  Wheeler,  Robbins,  and  Chst. 
Will  the  trustees,  both  the  late  and  present,  kindly  attend 
next  Monday  night,  as  quarterly  night  will  shortly  be 
here.—  F.  Wheeler.  .  . 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s  Arms 
i  Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.— At  our  last  meeting  it 
|  was  decided  to  grant  the  usual  gross  weight  prizes,  the 
club  being  in  a  good  financial  state.  A  general  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday  next,  to  decide  about  our  annual 
supper  and  other  preliminaries.  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
attendance. — J.  Gibbons. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— On  March  21,  Mr. 
!  W.  Stone  took  first  prize  in  the  tournament  at  St. 
Margaret's  with  71b.  9oz.  of  fine  roach.  Mr.  Robert  Tite 
took  our  consolation  prize  with  a  nice  show  of  fish  ;  Mr. 
G.  George,  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  rudd,  151b.  5oz.  _  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  next  meeting  night  for  special 
business. — W.  G.  George. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Rising 
Bun,  Rockingham -street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. — 
On  March  21  Mr.  Coleman  had  some  good  roach  from 
St.  Margaret's,  but  was  not  in  the  competition.  On 
Wednesday  Mr.  Bye  was  elected  chairman  and  Mr. 
Creokes  secretary,  in  place  of  Mr.  Francis  resigned, 
through  pressure  of  business. — A.  C.  Francis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— On  March  23  the  stewards 
for  our  annual  dinner  at  the  Holborn  on  April  27  were 
elected,  and  we  shall  be  pleased  to  see  all  members  in- 
terested in  the  same  present  next  Tuesday.  I  shall  be 
pleased. to  receive  prizes  and  subscriptions  as  soon  as 
,  convenient. — Pelican. 

Sociable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Duke  of 
Cambridge,  Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  March  21 
Mr.  Squires  and  Mr.  Marks  had  roach  from  St.  Margaret's, 
winning  two  prizes  in  our  match.  The  remaining  prizes 
will  be  fished  for,  same  conditions  as  last.  Our  return 
visit,  which  took  place  on  Tuesday  last,  was  a  grand 
ess.  Mr.  A.  Cutmore  took  the  chair,  faced  by  C. 
Wood  as  vice.  Fourteen  clubs  were  represented,  and  we 
bestow  thanks  to  all  those  who  attended. — T.  Jones. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — On  March  21  Mr.  Morgan  saved  us  from 
a  blank  with  roach,  51b.  3oz.— W.  Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith. — We  have  a  social 
outing  on  March  28 ;  members  please  note  next  Tuesday 
will  be  quarterly  night.— J.  S.  Smith. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  fair  attendance, 
!  Mr.  A.  Pain  in  the  chair.  Members  please  note  that  the 
books  must  be  cleared  by  Tuesday,  April  13.  Any  gentle- 
i.i  ni  wishing  to  join  a  very  promising  angling  society 
cannot  do  better  than  apply  at  the  above. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road.  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
last  a  receipt  was  to  hand  for  amount  sent  in  aid  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  concert  of  Monday  last.  Our  tenth  annual 
dinner  will  take  place  on  April  28,  which  will  be  followed 
by  a  smoldng  concert,  to  which  all  anglers  and  friends  are 
cordially  invited.  It  is  requested  that  all  donors'  prizes 
now  outstanding  will  be  forwarded  on  at  onca,  to  enable 
as  to  balance  up  for  the  financial  year  ending  March  3b. — 

F.  E.  H-AYDON. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  N.W. — At  the  quarterly  meeting  in  March, 
the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  carried  :  That 
in  the  best  interest*  of  London  anglers,  there  should  be 
only  one  association;  that  the  present  want  of  unity  is 
seriously  detrimental  to  anglers  generally,  and  we  call  on 
all  anglers  to  earnestly  work  for  the  union  of  the  two 
associations  in  their  own  best  interests. — W.  Dodge. 
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10th  COMPETITION.— MARCH  21. 
On  March  21  the  tsnth  annual  competition  was  brought 
a  successful  issue  on  the  Lea,  at  St.  Margaret's.  416 
.mpeted  for  twenty-eight  prizes.  The  weather  was  fine, 
ater  in  good  condition,  and  the  wind  favourable.  The 
illowing  were  the  winners : — 

1  W.  Stone  (8t.  Thomas)    71b.  9oz. 

2  F.  Renn  (Wenlock)   6  7f 

3  J.  Payne  (United  Brothers')   (i  2J 

4  J.  Osborne  (Great  Northern)   4  8 

5  G.  Jeffrys  (Enterprise)    3  10J 

6  J.  Lambarth  (Amicable  Waltonians)   3  4i 

7  J.  Hurrel  (Convivial)    3  li 

8  J.  Anderson  (Cambridge  Heath)  ...    3  0| 

9  J.  Wheelhouse  (Blackfriars)   2  15i 

10  J.  Grist  (Lychnobite)    2  11J 

11  G.  Watling  (Amicable  Waltonians)    2  11 

12  G.  Etherington  (Peckham  Brothers')  2  9J 

13  W.  Gordon  (Wellington)   2  3i 

14  F.  Harding  (Amicable  Brothers')...    2  2J 

15  C.  Robinson  (Dalston)    2  li 

16  W.  Yewall  (Amicable  Brothers')  ...    1  153 

17  F.  Mandry  (Westminster)    1  13$ 

18  H.  Palmer  (Anchor  and  Hope)    ...    1  11$ 

19  F.  Porter  (Prince  of  Wales)   1  11 

20  R.  Sharpksi  (Blackfriars)    1  9k 

21  W.  Black  (North  London)    1  9 

22  G.  Beaumont  (Walthamstow  Bros.)    1  8i 

23  S.  Shorey  (Amicable  Waltonians)...    1  6J 

24  H.  Holt  (Peckham  Brothers')   1  5 

25  J.  Pummell  (Royal  George)    1  4i 

26  J.  Bedford  (Anchor  and  Hope)    ...    1  3| 

27  R.  Slade  (Globe)     ...    ...    1  3J 

Messrs.  G.  Freak,  J,  Tuckwell,  G.  Richards,  W.  Chap. 


man,  S.  Sampson,  and  C.  Slade  also  had  fish  weighing  lib. 
and  over.  . 

Mr.  G.  Huirell  (Convivial)  took  the  largest  roach,  viz., 
lib.  5oz. 

Mr.  G.  Armstrong  (Bermondsey  Brothers')  officiated  at 
the  scales,  assisted  by  Messrs.  H.  S.  Norris  and  S.  Malby. 

Messrs.  G.  Hunt  and  E.  Clarke  carried  round  the 
collecting  boxes,  the  first  holding' £1  12s.  3d,,  the  second, 
£1  3s  ljd. 

Since  my  last  report  I  have  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  offer  of  prizes  from  Mr.  J.  W.  Hatton  and  the 
Westminster  Angling  Society. 

I  shall  take  it  as  a  great  favour  if  secretaries  will  make 
their  returns  and  oblige. 

The  date -of  distribution  will  be  announced  next  week. 

S.  Malby,  Hon  Sec. 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  a*  the  meeting  on  Tuesday  last, 
was  elected  as  its  hon.  secretary  in  succession  to  Mr.  W.  H. 
Brougham,  whose  services  for  the  last  thirty-eight  years 
were  brought  to  a  termination. 

AN  ELEVATED  AQUARIUM. 

Bernard  Jacoby,  a  Chicago  Frenchman,  has  designed 
a  feature  for  the  Paris  Exposition  of  1900,  the  plans  for 
which  were  passed  upon  favourably  by  Count  Julien  de 
Maurice,  the  commissioner  recently  in  this  country. 
Count  de  Maurice  has  taken  the  plans  to  Paris  with  him 
to  submit  them  to  the  authorities  there  for  their  approval, 
says  the  Chicago  Times-Herald. 

Mr.  Jacoby  calls  his  proposed  structure  Le  Canal 
Aquarium  Eleve,"  or  the  elevated  canal  aquarium.  He 
expects  to  have  it  a  mile  long  or  more,  and  to  make  it  what 
its  name  suggests,  an  elevated  canal,  in  which  electric 
boats  may  carry  passengers  from  point  to  point,  and  m 
which,  also,  may  be  seen  rare  displays  of  fish  of  all  kinds. 
Alongside  the  banks  containing  the .  fish  are  to  run  gay 
promenades,  brilliantly  lighted  at  night  and  furnishing  an 
inviting  place  to  pleasure-seekers  by  day.  Underneath 
the  structure,  which  it  is  proposed  to  support  by  graceful 
columns,  are  to  be  cafes  and  resting  places. 

Mr.  Jacoby  has  organised  a  company  in  Chicago  to 
build  his  highly  ornamental  canal,  and  if  he  secures  the 
concession  it  is  his  idea  to  spend  $1,000,000  in  carrying  out 
the  project.  It  was  the  belief  of  Count  de  Maurice,  he 
says,  that  the  authorities  would  grant  the  concession. 

According  to  Mr.  Jacoby's  plans,  the  canal  will  start 
from  the  river  Seine  at  a  point  almost  opposite  the  Place 
de  la  Concorde,  but  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies.  From  there  it  will  run  along  the  Esplanade 
des  Invalides  (which  all  good  Chicagoans  will  remember, 
of  course),  across  the  Boulevard  la  Tour  Mabourg  and  on 
to  the  Avenue  de  la  Motte  Piquet.  It  will  stop  at  the 
Champs  de  Mars,  opposite  l'Ecole  Militaire.  Anyone 
who  is  familiar  with  the  geography  of  Paris  will  have  no 
trouble  in  following  out  that  route. 

The  canal  aquarium  is  designed  to  connect  the  two 
parts  of  the  coming  Exposition  and  to  provide  a  pleasant 
trip  by  the  electric  boats  from  one  point  to  anothej  along 
the  route  of  the  canal.  It  is  Mr.  Jacoby's  scheme  to 
charge  one  franc  for  a  ride  in  the  electric  launches  and 
half  that  amount  for  the  privilege  of  using  the  promenade. 
From  the  walks,  and  also  from  the  boats,  one  will  be  able 
to  see  the  fish  in  the  water  underneath,  and  also  get  a 
good  view  of  the  surrounding  landscape. 

The  canal  will  consist  of  a  steel  tank  elevated  about 
25ft.,  will  be  50ft.  wide  and  one  mile  in  length.  It  will  be 
filled  with  water  forced  into  the  tanks  by  hydraulic 
pressure.  It  will  all  rest  on  delicate,  graceful  columns, 
capped  with  prettily  designed  capitals.  On  the  top  and 
along  each  side  will  run  a  promenade,  shaded  by  day  by 
trees  and  foliage,  and  lighted  at  night  by  brilliant  electric 
lights.  The  side  railings,  as  designed,  are  graceful  and 
pretty,  and  the  spans  between  the  columns  form  graceful 
circtiGS 

Under  the  structure  will  be  the  cafes,  for  which  Mr. 
Jacoby  has  already  provided  names.  One  of  them  is  to  be 
the  Cafe  Neptune,  another  the  Cafe  Nemesis,  another  the 
Cafe  Semeramidi,  and  still  another,  Le  Petit  Tiianian. 
The  tanks  in  which  the  fish  are  to  be  shown  will  be  lighted 
by  innumerable  incandescent  lights,  and  the  cafes  below 
will  be  a  constant  blaze  of  glory.  The  canal  is  to  be  so 
arranged ,  of  course,  that  its  beauties  cannot  be  seen  by 
those  who  do  not  pay  the  necessary  fee.  The  frame  will 
bo  of  steel,  and  the  sides  and  bottom  will  be  cemented  on 
the  outsidey— American  Fishing  Gazette. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Derbyshire,  Wye,  and  Derwent.— The  trout 
season,  which  has  been  awaited  with  considerable  interest 
by  anglers  in  this  locality,  opened  on  the  Derwent  to-day, 
March  25,  in  fine  but  dull  weather.  On  the  Wye,  the 
trout  season  commences  on  April  1.  Till  last  week 
both  the  Wye  and  Derwent  have  been  full  of  water,  in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  rains  we  had  in  the  beginning  of 
this  year.  However,  the  genial  weather  of  last  week 
has  considerably  mitigated  the  amount  of  water  in  these 
rivers.  Several  local  anglers  have  fished  the  free  waters 
about  Matlock  Bridge,  and  have  taken  a  few  trout,  which 
were  in  fair  condition  for  the  time'  of  year.  The  fine, 
warm  weather  we  are  having  this  week  will  bring  the 
flies  out  nicely,  and  as  several  of  the  past  seasons  have 
been  rather  poor,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  coming  one 
will  be  all  the  better  for  it.  The  following  flies  will  be 
found  useful:  Blue  Dun,  Cookwing  Dun,  and  March 
Brown.  Weather,  fine;  wind,  N.W. ;  barometer  rising. 
—Dotterel. 


Lough  Cnrrane   (Waterville,   co.  Kerry).— 

Sport  on  Lough  Currane  has  shown  considerable  improve- 
ment since  last  report,  though  the  weather  has  been  veiy 
wild  on  a  couple  of  days,  when  but  very  little  fishing  could 
be  done.  Twenty  salmon  have  been  taken  last  week  by  the 
local  professional  fishermen.  They  average  121b.  The 
best  take  was  one  of  three  salmon,  on  one  day,  creeled  by 
Donal  Leary,  we:ghing  on  an  average  12jlb.  Several 
baskets  of  two  dozen  brown  trout,  and  over,  were  had 
since  last  report,  and  on  the  whole  the  record  of  the 
week's  angling  was  pretty  good.  Salmon  continue  to  come 
up  from  the  sea  in  very  good  numbers  for  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  with  better  weather  sport  is  certain  to  be  very 
good  during  the  month  of  April.— Thomas  J.  Dennehy. 
CLUBS. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney.  — On  March  21  Mr. 
Yowell  won  the  two  prizes  left  over  from  the  14th.  Mr, 
C.  Osborn  also  weighed-in.  We  fish  again  at  Cheshunton 
March  28.   All  start  9.19  Hackney  Downs.— H.  Haines. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Dule 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E— On  Wednesday 
last  Mr.  H.  Palmer  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  roach, 
141b.  13oz.,  from  the  Lea.  Next  Wednesday  being 
quarterly  night,  and  also  special  meeting,  I  hope  all 
members  will  attend  and  clear  the  look. — F.  W.  Martin. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woe  h 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street-— Several  of  our  members 
took  part  in  the  A.B.  Competition  in  the  Lea  on  the  2_lst, 
but  none  proved  successful.  Mr.  H.  Pateian  weighed-in  a 
nice  show  of  roach,  and  Mr.  J.  Smith  rudd  and  tench,  one 
of  the  former  fish  over  lib.— Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street.  S.E. — Several  of  our  members  weighed- 
in  from  the  A.B.S.  Competition,  but  only  Mr.  Wheelhouse 
was  fortunate  in  obtaining  a  prize.  Will  members  and 
friend?  who  have  kindly  given  prizes  to  the  above  society 
send  same  to  me  at  their  earliest.  By  doing  so  they  will 
greatly  oblige— J.  Foster. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— We 
hold  a  concert  on  April  24  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  Members 
not  clear  of  the  books  by  April  6  will  be  fined  as  per  rule. 
— T.  Twyman. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidney-street,  City-road. — A  general  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday  next,  March  31,  to  revise  the  rules  and  for 
other  important  business ;  I  hope  members  will  attend. 
On  March  21  Mr.  G.  Hurellwon  the  seventh  prize  and  had 
the  heaviest  reach,  lib.  5oz.,  in  the  A.B.  Competition.— 
Phil. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone.  —  On 
March  21  Mr.  H.  Dutton  weighed-in  roach,  chub,  and 
dace  (largest  dace  12|oz.) ;  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris,  61b.,  roach. 
— H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — Since  last  report  our  mem- 
bers have  had  some  good  shows  of  fish  ;  Messrs.  Creek, 
roach ;  Gray,  roach ;  Head,  roach ;  Inman,  roach  ; 
Mendham,  roach;  Yammer,  roach;  and  Oliver,  roach; 
seven  going  well  over  lib.  each.  I  have  a  list  before  me 
for  donations  towards  the  Thames'  model,  and  shall  be 
glad  to  receive  any  sum. — Scribe. 

Friendship  Angling  Club,  Mr.  Fielding's  Stout 
Stores,  Ironmonger  -  row,  Old  -  street,  St.  Luke's.  — 
Thursday,  April  1 ,  beicg  quarterly  night,  I  hope  all  mem- 
bers will  attend,  as  there  is  important  business  to  discuss. 
— J.  Levien. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road.— The  following  weighed-in  on  March  21 : 
Mestrj.  F.  Vanhegan,  roach,  81b.  10|oz. ;  S.  Hill,  roach, 
111b.  ;  and  H.  Haines,  roach,  21b.  lljoz.  There  are 
several  more  prizes  promised  for  the  competition  in  aid  of 
the  A.B.  at  Amberley  on  June  20. — H.  Smith. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  March  21,  ten  of  the  members  com- 
peted in  the  A.B.S.  competition,  four  of  them  weighing- 
in,  and  I  hear  that  Mr.  Black  is  one  of  the  fortunate 
competitors.  The  four  club  prizes  were  fished  for  under 
the  same  rulest,  three  of  which  were  won  by  Messrs.  Black, 
Cook,  W.  Stretch,  in  the  order  named.  The  remaining 
prize  will  be  fished  for  on  March  28,  roving  in  the  Lea.— 
H.  Stretch.  „    .  ,  . 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethnal-green.  —  On  March  21 
Messrs.  Merrick  weighed-in  141b.  9oz.,  roach;  A.  Downs, 
jack  of  171b.  12oz.;  is  sent  for  preservation  to  Mr.  W. 
Dennis,  and  will  be  added  to  our  collection  when  finished. 
— E.  Brockett. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
—The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Jolly 
Butchers'  Angling  Society.  For  notice  of  date  see  their 
club  report.— Alf.  Conn. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hamp  stead-real,  N.W.  —  On 
March  14  Mr.  A.  Cook  weighed-in  roach  from  the  Lea. 
Hope  members  will  not  forget  special  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday next.  On  Tuesday  next  we  havo  a  concert  in  aid 
of  the  T.A.P.S.  Anglers  and  friends  invited— ladies 
especially.— T.  Austin.  . 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.  —  Several  membeis 
fished  in  the  A.B.S.  competition,  the  following  weighing, 
in  :  Messrs.  Renn,  Harden,  Sullivan,  G.  Styman,  and  Lee. 
Members  please  note  that  our  match  takes  place  on 
March  28.  Mr.  Renn  took  second  prize  in  competition.— 
W.  Harden.   


Magistrate  (to  prisoner,  charged  with  inebriety): 
"  You  say  you  only  touch  strong  drink  after  two  events. 
What  are  they  ?  Prisoner :  "One's  when  I've  had  fish 
for  breakfast,  and  the  other's— when  I  ain't ! 
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gofftngs  bp  tfye  !$ag. 

"  Don't  prophecy  unless  you  know,"  is  a  safe  rule  under 
most  circumstances  ;  yet  from  all  I  can  gather  the  unquali- 
fied success  of  the  concert,  which  was  held  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Central  Association  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  last,  quite  justified  my 
going  "  nap  "  upon  it  in  my  advance  notice  of  it  in  last 
week's  "  Jottings."  The  large  concert  room  was  not  large 
enough  for  all  those  who  wanted  to  get  in  ;  and  to  rhany 
cf  those  who  were  inside  it  was  quite  a  puzzle  how  to  get 
out.  However,  the  early  and  burly  angling  and  musical 
enthusiasts  who  secured  good  places  were  delighted  with 
the  excellent  programme,  which  was  contributed  to  by 
such  artistes'as  Barry  Lindon  and  Will  Harrison,  among 
many  others.  The  originally  long  list  of  vocalists  received 
towards  the  close  a  welcome  addition  in  the  person  of 
Paul  Mill,  who  obliged  with  his  latest  production  "  Tut- 
Tut,"  a  delightfully  humorous  effusion,  which  was  ren- 
dered in  its  author's  own  inimitable  style. 

 >»♦ *  <  

Mr.  Walter  Emden,  J.P.,  L.C.C.,  not  only  made  a 
genial  and  tactful  chairman,  but  with  generous  fore- 
thought, had  brought  with  him  a  magnificent  silver  cup 
which  he  presented  to  the  Central  Association  for  an 
angling  competition,  the  conditions  of  which  are  to  be 
decided  by  the  committee.  The  donor,  however,  made 
the  excellent  suggestion  that  the  competitors  should  be 
required  to  pay  an  entrance  fee,  the  proceeds  of  which 
should  be  handed  over  to  Charing  Cross  Hospital.  Mr 
Emden  further  dealt  justly  and  forcibly  upon  the  claims 
Of  the  Thames  to  greater  consideration  on  the  part  of 
London  anglers  than  it  had  hitherto  received,  and  referred 
to  the  fact  that  the  County  Council  had  greatly  purified 
the  river  of  late  years,  and  thereby  increased  its  value  to 
angleis.  He  expressed  iis  willingness  to  assist  anglers  as 
tar  as  possible,  and  stated  that  many  other  County 
Councillors  and  M.P.'s  were  equally  sympathetic,  and 
would  probably  make  their  influence  felt  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  in  the  vexed  question  of  spawn-eating  swans  on 
the  river. 

 >  »  f  ■»<  

Naturally,  this  gentleman  was  cordially  thanked  for 
his  good-will,  generosity,  and  services  in  the  chair.  That 
great  interest  was  taken  in  the  concert  and  its  object  was 
shown  by  the  presence  of  many  well-known  anglers, 
amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  T.  Crumplen,  F.  Berry  and 
W.  H.  Elsmore  (T.A.P.S.)  ;  W.  H.  Holland,  W.  Meakin, 
and  J.  McDermott  (Friendly  Anglers)  ;  F.  Williams 
J.  Watling,  &c.  Messrs.  Wade,  Medcalf,  and  T.' 
Goodwins  were  very  much  occupied  as  officials  of  theC.A. 
and  ought  to  be  gratified  with  the  result  of  their  efforts.  ' 


March  24,  at  the  Pavilion,  Brighton,  under  the  presidency 
of  the  Mayor  (Aid.  J.  G.  Blaker).  A  fuller  account  of 
this  society,  which  has  "more  water,  more  fish,  more 
members,  and  more  money  than  at  any  previous  period," 
will  appear  next  week. 


I  am  informed,  on  the  best  authority,  that  at  West 
Drayton,  on  the  Colne,  an  angler  secured  lately,  in  one 
day's  fishing,  thirty  roach,  which  weighed  271b.  They 
must  have  afforded  grand  sport  to  their  captor,  and 
without  doubt  made  a  glorious  show  afterwards,  for  Colne 
roach  are  hard  to  beat  for  pluck  and  beauty. 


TheI  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  Angling  Society 
the  Blue  Anchor,  Thames-street,  Kingston-on-Thames 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  7.  In  the 
absenoe  of  the  president,  through  illness,  the  chair  will  be 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening 
may  be  looked  forward  to. 


There  is  a  rumour  that  out  of  1000  trout  which  were  to 
have  been  turned  into  tbe  River  Lark,  at  Icklingham 
recently,  about  eight  hundred  were  dead.  I  trust  this  is 
only  a  rumour.  Perhaps  Mr.  Howes  will  give  more 
particulars  as  to  the  cause  of  this  great  mortality. 


The  sixth  annual  report  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society,  is  just  to  hand.  From  it  I  glean  that  the  society 
was  never  in  a  more  prosperous  state  than  at  the  present 
time.  It  has  more  water,  more  fish,  more  members,  and 
more  money  than  at  any  previous  period.  1896  will  ever 
remain  a  red  letter  year  for  the  society,  as  it  was  then 
unanimously  decided  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  lease  for 
twenty-one  years  of  Capt.  the  Hon.  T.  S.  Brand's  water 
at  Horsted  Keynes  ;  to  take  away  all  the  coarse  fish  from 
the  large  lake,  thoroughly  stock  the  same  with  yearling 
trout,  and  reserve  this  grand  sheet  of  water  exclusively 
for  fly  fishing.  To  do  this,  the  stocking  committee  esti- 
mated, would  coit  £150,  and  the  members  were  invited  to 
subscribe  to  a  "  special  guarantee  fund."  This  they  did, 
and  the  required  sum  was  soon  forthcoming.  Capt.  the 
Hon.  T.  S.  Brand  was  good  enough  to  grant  the  lease,  and 
the  work  was  put  in  hand  forthwith,  under  the  skilful 
direction  of  Mr.  W.  C.  F.  Gillam,  who  undertook  the 
engineering.  It  is  expected  that  the  Gin.  yearlings  will 
be  turned  in  about  March  30,  1897,  and  on  April  1,  1898, 
fly  fishing  on  this  water  will  commence. 


The  Society  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  acquirement  of 
Pond  Lye  a  piece  of  water  of  over  twenty  acres  in  extent, 
containing  a  great  variety  of  coarse  fish.  Although  the 
information  rightly  belongs  to  the  1897  wport,  the 
committee  gives  particulars  of  a  large  and  varied  amount 
of  stock  turned  into  this  pond,  and  also  into  Broadhurst 
and  Flaggy  Ponds.  Herr  Jaffe,  sent  from  Germany,  free 
of  cost,  10,000  rainbow  trout  ova.  Unfortunately  half  of 
these  were  killed  in  transit ;  but  Mr.  Wells  of  the  Brighton 
Aquarium  Company  has  succeeded  in  rearing  some 
magnificent  yearlings  from  the  other  half.  Herr  Jaffe 
hasalsosent  1000  Quinnat  ova  (OneorhyneTms  Choriicha). 
Californian  salmon,  which  under  the  same  watchful  care 
are  doing  well.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  consign- 
ment of  these  ova  ever  sent  to  this  country,  and  if  this 
society  can  succeed  in  rearing  and  acclimatising  this  grand 
sporting  fish,  as  well  as  the  American  black  bass,  the 
German  mirror  carp,  and  the  rainbow  trout  now  in  its 
waters,  it  will  have  deserved  well  of  all  lovers  of  the 
gentle  craft. 

The  stocking  report  shows  excellent  results  for  the  year, 
though  these  results  were  not  obtained  without  consider- 
able effort  on  the  part  of  the  Stocking  Committee.  The 
balance  sheet  shows  a  flourishing  state  of  affairs,  and  the 
balance  in  hand,  when  liabilities  are  deducted  from  assets, 
is  one  of  which  the  Sussex  Piecatorials  may  well  be  proud. 
I  cannot  fail  to  notice  that  the  committee  announce  with 
gratification  that,  owing  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Holland, 
jun.,  they  are  now  in  possession  of  a  complete  set  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette. 

Over  sixty  members  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society 
eat  down  to  their  annual  dinner  on  Wednesday  evening, 


Once  again  there  has  arisen  the  wail  that  good  horsehair 
for  angling  purposes  is  distressingly  scarce.  It  is  strange 
that  in  these  days  of  refined  gut,  both  drawn  and  undrawn, 
certain  classes  of  anglers  should  still  be  hankering  after 
horsehair  for  lines  and  hooks.  Yet  they  cannot  be  lightly 
dismissed  as  mere  faddists,  for  there  is  more  than  fancy  in 
their  belief  that  in  clear  water  fish  are  lees  shy  of  hair 
than  of  gut.  Indeed,  has  not  Greville  Fennell  admitted 
as  much?  Although  tEat  author,  in  his  "Book  of  the 
Roach,"  also  lays  down  the  law  that  "  Wherever  large 
carp,  bream,  or  barbel  abound,  and  take  the  bait  in  the 
same  swims  as  the  roach,  it  is  folly  to  use  single  hair." 
Nevertheless,  I  am  acquainted  with  many  anglers  who,  in 
the  use  of  single  strands  of  sorrel  or  whit9  hair  for  lines 
and  hooks,  go  perilously  near  to  "folly  "  as  defined  by 
"  G.  F.,"  but  yet  often  enough  contrive  to  snatch  an 
angling  triumph  from  consistent  uses  of  the  finest  gut. 
I  e9*b.  *ap.  (and  otherwise). 

 >♦♦♦<  

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rowland  Ward  left  Liverpool  on 
Wednesday,  March  24,  by  the  s.s.  Majestic,  for  Florida, 
tarpon  fishing. 


On  Tuesday  evening  next,  April  6,  as  previously 
announced,  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Anglers 
will  take  place  at  Mason's  Hall  Tavern,  Mason's  Avenue 
Basmghall-street,  when  Mr.  Frank  Abraham  will  preside' 
A  large  muster  is  anticipated. 


"  Weal  may  the  keel  row,"  but  "  icoe  when  it's  salmon 
roe."  On  March  10,  before  Sheriff-Substitute  Kinloeh, 
at  Perth,  a  local  hairdresser  found  himself  charged  with 
using  salmon  roe  as  bait  •  and  the  crime  was  aggravated  by 
the  fact  that  the  defendant  was  president  of  the  district 
angling  club.  The  worthy  hairdresser  made  several  mis- 
takes— the  first  in  using  or  attempting  to  use  salmon  roe, 
the  next  in  trying  to  bribe  the  watchers  who  caught  him 
in  the  act ;  and  he  made  a  further  mistake  in  refusing  to 
allow  himself  to  be  searched  when  he  found  the  watchers 
were  not  to  be  bribed.  A  fine  of  £2  14s.  6d.,  including 
costs,  with  the  alternative  of  a  month  hard,  expiates  his 
offence.  Like  the  Irishman  in  the  joke,  I  suppose  he  took 
the  £2  14s.  6d. 

This  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  Allason  United  club 
report.  "  Any  members  who  would  like  to  be  present  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Unity  and  Amalgamation  question, 
Dr.  Patterson  in  the  chair,  please  be  at  the  Swallow 
Assembly  Rooms,  Swallow-street,  Piccadilly,  W.,  on  the 
31st.  The  chair  will  be  taken  at  7.30  p.m.,  and  hope  to 
see  many  anglers  of  the  surrounding  societies  of  the  north, 
east,  south,  and  west.  One  Association.  Brotherly  love 
and  unity  for  ever,  is  the  wish  of  Ben  Abrahams." 

Ben  always  keeps  me  well  posted.  He  is  the  most 
indefatigable  worker  I  ever  knew.  He  tells  me  he  has  a 
lovely  salmon  rod  (three  tops),  a  4Jin.  reel.,  and  buck-horn 
gaff.  He  says  :  "  I  thought,  when  you  get  your  strength 
again,  you  would  try  it.  I  know  you  can  get  on  on  hair 
lines,  and  I  hope  to  see  you  at  the  '  Unity'  meeting." 
[I  should  certainly  be  there,  Ben,  but  I  am  not  allowed 
out  yet.]  There  is  a  little  bit  more  news  from  Ben:  "A  fat 
woman  is  being  shown  at  Notting  Hill  Gate.  Oue  pem.y 
a  time  to  see  her.  She  has  a  pair  of  calves.  She  weighs 
5501b.,  gross  weight,  and  she  is  a  tight-liner."  [Bring 
her  round,  Ben  ;  I  can't  get  to  Notting— ill.] 

On  Monday  evening  last  the  prize  distribution  of  that 
young,  but  flourishing,  club,  the  High  Wycombe  Thames 
Angling  Society,  took  place  at  the  Royal  Oak.  Although 
only  started  in  December  last,  they  have  over  forty  mem- 
bers. Their  outings  have  been  most  successful.  Mr.  W. 
Johnson,  their  secretary,  means  business,  and  next  year's 
distribution  will,  no  doubt,  be  a  big  affair.  The  Mayor 
(Mr.  P.  J.  Rutland)  has  offered  a  handsome  medal  for 
competition. 

Sun  had  been  fishing  for  trout  very  long  and  patiently, 
without  catching  any,  when  her  husband  espied  her  and 
asked  her  what  kind  of  flies  she  used.  "Oh,"  she 
answered,  "some  nice  ones  that  I  bought  in  Paris  on 
purpose."  "But,"  exclaimed  the  husband,  pulling  out 
her  line  and  looking  at  the  flies,  "  these  flies  will  never 
catsh  trout.  Who  ever  hoard  of  anybody  fishing  for  trout 
with  flies  of  that  colour  ?  "  "  Why,"  replied  the  wife, 
'they  are  all  right;  they  match  my  dress." 

 >♦»♦<  

A  grand  smoking  concert,  in  aid  of  the  Printers' 
Charities,  will  be  given  by  the  Lychnobite  Angling 
Society  at  the  Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C., 
on  Saturday  evening,  April  10.  Ladies  are  invited.  A 
splendid  programme  has  been  prepared  by  Messrs.  A. 
Pulham  and  E.  Clarke,  and  tickets  (Is.  each)  and  all 
information  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  Mr. 
Griffiths  (hon.  sec),  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane. 

Mr.  W.  Vk  kery,  of  the  Torcross  Hotel,  Kingsbridge, 
S.  Devon,  sends  a  sample  of  three  splendid  roach,  two 
of  them  1  Jib.  each,  and  the  othor  close  on  21b.  Over 
twenty  such  fish  have  been  taken  during  the  past  week. 
Messrs.  Phillips  and  Doughty  have  had  some  remarkable 
catches.   The  fishing  is  open  all  the  year  round. 


■  5H.E  ,9swestrv  and  District  Angling  Association  have 
just  held  their  annual  dinner,  and  I  am  'glad  to  notice 
were  in  a  position  to  congratulate  themselves  on  the  past 
year.  The  Mayor  (Mr.  T.  Edwards)  presided,  and  the 
usual  loyal  and  club  toasts  were  got  through  in  admirable 
style.  The  Chairman,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  the  Officers 
and  Association,  referred  in  graceful  terms  to  the  energy 
and  devotion  of  the  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  L.  S.  Cheesman 
under  whose  care  the  association  had  come  to  its  present 
satisfactory  condition.  The  Oswestry  anglers  are  very 
happy  in  their  surroundings,  and  enjoy  exceptionable 
favourable  relations  with  the  looal  riparian  owners. 


Mr.  W.  Franklin,  secretary  of  the  Olive  Branch  A  S 
held  at  the  Olive  Branch,  Park-lane,  Tottenham,  asks  me 
to  give  publicity  to  the  fact  that  on  Monday,  April  5  a 
concert  will  be  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  of  the 
late  James  Harrison.  The  chair  will  be  taken  by  Mr. 
Roberts. 


Owing  to  the  long  drought  a  water  famine  prevails  in 
the  district  of  Manchester,  U.S.A.  The  people  are 
suffering  much,  and  there  are  reports  that  several  have 
died  from  thirst.  Cattle  and  horses  are  lying  about  dead. 
A  woman,  made  desperate  by  thirst,  drank  from  a  tank,' 
the  property  of  a  reputed  millionaire,  who  fired  a  gun  at 
her,  and  shot  her  in  the  legs. 

In  the  Peterhead  Sheriffs'  Court,  Sheriff  Brown  on  the 
Bench,  an  adjourned  hearing  was  held  of  the  charge  against 
William  and  John  Stephen,  partners  in  the  firm  of  A.  W. 
and  J.  Stephen,  salmon  fishermen,  of  Beddam.  Mr! 
D.  M.  A.  Chalmers,  clerk  to  the  District  Fishery  Board, 
prosecuted.  The  defendants  were  accused  of  having,  on 
Sept.  15,  1896,  during  the  close  season  for  salmon  (which 
commences  in  the  river  Ythan  on  Sept.  10),  taken  J'rom 
one  of  their  nets  four  salmon,  and  transmitted  the  same  by 
rail  to  Messrs.  J.  Smith  and  Son,  fish  salesmen,  Birming- 
ham, for  sale.  A  plea  of  not  guilty  was  tendered.  The 
arguments  of  counsel  threw  considerable  doubt  on  the 
matter,  as  the  fish  were  found  in  the  nets  dead,  and  there 
was  another  question  as  to  the  "  limits  "  referred  to  in  the 
Act.    The  Sheriff  reserved  judgment  till  April  9. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Oxford  Angling  and  Preser- 
vation Society  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  April  22,  at 
headquarters,  Three  Cups  Hotel,  at  7  p.m.  Tickets, 
2s.  6d.  each,  may  be  obtained  from  the  secretary  or  any 
member  of  the  committee.  The  annual  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Monday,  April  26,  at  headquarters,  for  the 
presentation  of  prizes,  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  other  business. 


The  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  is 
still  creating  the  liveliest  interest,  judging  from  the 
enormous  crowds  which  visit  it  daily.  The  "Three 
Charms  "  are  now  performing  some  remarkable  feats  in 
mid-air;  and  the  angling  contests,  "Rod  v.  Man"  and 
swimming  entertainments  take  place  at  five  and  ten  daily. 


The  capture  of  a  21b.  trout  on  the  iDney  by  Mr.  Pyne, 
of  Launcoston,  appears  to  be  a  curious  one.  He  first 
hooked  a  small  trout,  which  made  off  to  a  pool,  and  after 
a  short  time  it  was  found  that  a  larger  fish  had  got  on. 
This  was  played  for  nearly  half  an  hour,  when  the  large 
fish  disgorged  the  smaller  one,  fly  and  all,  but,  it  being 
tired  out,  Mr.  Pyne  was  able  to  take  it  from  the  water. 
The  little  trout  had  been  hooked  with  the  barbed  part 
outwards. 

Not  a  great  way  from  Penshurst  the  little  River  Eden 
runs  through  a  field  contiguous  to  the  highway,  and  under 
a  bridge,  which  the  road  crosses.  Close  handy  there  is 
erected  a  small  black  board  with  white  letters  upon  it. 
reading,  "No  Fishing."  It  is  on  record  that  a  certain 
Irishman,  quite  disregarding  the  warning  notice,  had  betn 
angling  away  there  for  some  time,  and  presently  the  owner 
came  along.  Ho  quickly  strode  over  to  the  intruder 
and  said,  "  Now  then,  my  man,  don't  you  see  that  board, 
which  declares  there  is  no  fishing  here  ?  "  The  Irishman 
looked  up  and  replied,  "Ay,  an'  begorra,  sorr  it's  thrue 
intoirely.  Here  have  Oi  been  all  this  blessed  morning. 
I've  troied'em  wi'  worrms,  I've  troied  'em  wi'  gintles, 
I've  troied  'em  wi'  paste,  an'  the  divil  himsilf  knows  what. 
But,  begorra,  not  wan  singlo  boite  have  Oi  had  entoirely. 
An'  when  ye  say  there's  no  fishing,  it's  mesilf  belaves  ye 
spake  thrue,  indade,"  Dragnet, 
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liotea  from  tf)e  jHottf).- 

Not  for  fifteen  years  has  there  been  such  a  destruction 
of  salmon  nets  on  the  east  coast  as  was  the  case  during  the 
past  three  weeks.  As  showing  the  violence  of  the  storm, 
not  a  coble  could  venture  near  them  for  two  days  to 
secure  the  captured  fish.  However,  these  were  got  all 
right,  but  so  poor  in  numbers  that  they  were  scarcely 
worth  the  risk.  . 

"  It's  an  ill  wiu'  that  blaws  naebody  good,"  is  a  Scotch 
proverb  which  is  being  verified  to  the  full  just  now  at  the 
coast  netting  stations.  The  nets  have  been  so  much 
damaged  that  it  will  take  some  weeks  before  repairs  can 
be  effected,  and  meantime  the  salmon  are  having  a  free 
passage  up  from  the  sea.  \)f  course,  they  are  not  all 
petting  through,  but  a  considerable  number  of  them,  to 
i  judge  from  the  very  meagre  returns  coming  daily  to  hand 
from  the  stake  nets.  On  the  river,  the  late  spate  has 
materially  helped  the  run  of  fish,  and  a  keen  revival  of 
sporf  is  anticipated,  when  once  the  rivers  s?ttle  into  fish- 
ing trim.   

There  has  been  practically  a  suspension  of  angling  for 
three  weeks  or  more.  In  fact,  March,  usually  so  prolific  of 
oirly  spring  sport,  has  not  been  so  barren  for  many  a 
tear.   

Her  Majesty's  new  Commissioner  for  Balmoral  arrived 
at  Ballatsr  on  Wednesday,  on  his  way  to  Crathie,  where  he 
is  staying  for  a  few  days  prior  to  taking  up  his  quarters 
permanently.  Like  his  predecessor,  he  is  a  bit  of  a  sports- 
man,  and  can  enjoy  a  run  with  spring  fish. 

The  trawler  Diana  is  creating  a  history  for  herself  ju3t 
now.  She  flies  the  Danish  flag,  and  is  accordingly  free  to 
trawl  where  she  likes  outside  the  three  mile  limit.  The 
British  trawlers  dare  not  enter  the  Moray  Firth,  but  the 
i  can  fill  her  boxes  at  will  and  land  them  at  Hull 
for  sale.  Several  questions  have  been  asked  in  Parliament 
anent  the  doings  of  the  Diana,  and  no  wonder.  Our  own 
men  must  stand  quietly  by  and  have  their  faces  scratched 
and  never  say  a  word.  If  it  leads  to  the  opening  of  the 
Moray  Firth  to  all,  the  Diana's  mission  after  all  will  not 
have  be;n  so  selfish.  ___ 

The  charge  against  Boddam  fishers  was  heard  at  Peter- 
i  heid  list  week.  They  were  charged  with  having,  during 
the  close  time  on  Sept.  15,  taken  from  one  of  their  nets 
four  salmon  ;  and  also  with  having  transmitted  the  samo 
by  rail  to  Messrs.  J.  Smi;h  and  Sons,  Birmingham,  for 
sal'. 

The  Messrs.  Smith  have  already  been  dealt  with  in 
the  English  courts  for  receiving  the  fish,  and  now  the 
I  Stephens  were  tried  for  their  share  in  the  business.  TI13 
Sheriff  took  the  case  to  Avizandum,  after  hearing  evidence 
on  both  side  3. 

1  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Bill  for  regulating  a  close  time 
]  for  trout  maypas3 — become  law  any  day  as  far  as  any  good 
or  evil  it  can  do.  From  October  31  to  February  28  there 
may  lie  occasional  casss  of  poaching  ;  but  not  one  fish  in 
'a  hundred  is  touched  during  these  four  months  that  are 
!  taken  during  March  and  April,  and  again  during  Septem- 
ber and  October.  The  Bill  will  do  no  harm  and  little 
I  Sfood  to  the  trout,  as  most  of  the  harm  is  done  outside  what 
Sir  Herbert  proposes  to  make  the  close  time. 

On  the  Don  tidal,  some  very  creditib'.e  baskets  were 
made  last  week.  Mr.  Wilson  had  one  on  Saturday  of 
Eighteen  finncck,  really  good  fish,  although  an  old  hand 
I  said  some  of  them  were  rather  slack. 

j  The  Ythan  is  clearing,  and  as  the  estuary  is  teeming  with 
Sali,  a  very  prosperous  season  is  confidently  anticipated. 

Two  fine  fish  have  been  got  on  the  Don  a!;  Alford. 
J  This  portends  a  spring  salmon  season,  and  it  is  many  a 
>:ar  now  since  the  Don  enjoyol  such  a  distinction. 

Special  Scotch. 

["  Special  Scotch  "  is  of  course  entitled  to  hold  his  own 
npinion  about  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  Bill,  but  we  must 
ijuy  we  hope  such  an  opinion  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind. — 
|3p.  Fishing  Gazrtte.j 


Iprovincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 
A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Provincial  Angling 
ifsjeiition  was  held  on  Saturday  evening  last,  at  the 
)rawbridge  Hotel,  Bristil.  Mr.  T.  Cole3,  of  Birmingham, 
resiled,  and  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  of  Worcester,  occupied 
be  vice-chair.  All  the  members  were  present.  The  first 
usiness  transacted  was  to  consider  the  applications  for 
filiation  by  new  societies.  The  Ivy  Green,  Black  Eagle, 
nd  Queen's  Head  Birmingham  societies  were  admitted. 
i'he  applications  from  Runcorn  and  Rugby  were  allowed 
o  remain  in  abeyance  until  they  have  been  visited.  The 
Telsan  Society,  Liverpool,  was  accepted  on  the  report  of 
[r.  J.  Reynolds.  The  bal  inoo  -bw  t  and  auditor's  report, 
>r  the  year  ending  Dec.  30,  18%,  was  received  and 
lopted,  the  balance  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  association 
aing  near  upon  £45.  A  letter  from  J.  W.  Willis  Bund, 
sq.,  the  chairman  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board,  was  read 
7  the  secretary.  The  letter  was  to  the  effect  that  if  two 
Jminations  were  sent  to  Mr.  Bund,  he  would  use  his 
flnence  to  get  at  least  one  of  the  nominations  elected  on 
lie  Severn  Fishery  Board.     With  this  in  view,  the 


committee  nominated  Mr.  L.  Higgs,  of  Malvern,  and  Mr 
W.  Sadler,  of  Kidderminster.  Messrs.  Cole3  and  Wingfield 
gave  in  a  report  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  meetings 
and  alluded  to  the  recent  action  of  the  board  in  prose 
cuting  angler  j  for  taking  coarse  fish  without  a  licence, 
when  it  was  decided  that  the  committee  recognise  no  case 
unless  it  be  made  by  mutual  arrangement  for  a  member  to 
go  out  and  fish,  and  the  clerk  of  the  board  be  informed  of 
the  time  and  place,  and  not  to  defend  any  case  only  on 
this  understanding.  It  was  also  resolved  that  half  of  the 
expenses  already  incurred  be  defrayed  by  the  association 
Messrs.  Coles,  Dance,  Miller,  and  White  were  e'ected  to 
form  the  railway  sub-committee.  The  "usual  votes  of 
thanks  to  the  Bristol  Association  and  president  were  given 
after  which  the  meeting  terminated.  A  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  the  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
was  held  on  Thursday  evening  last,  March  18,  at  the 
headquarters;  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  C.  White 
occupied  the  vice-chair.  The  meeting  was  well  attended, 
The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and  con 
firmed,  after  which  the  date  for  the  annual  concert  was 
considered,  when,  after  a  little  discussion ,  it  was  decided 
to  allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  until  the  next  meeting.  A 
report  was  given  in  by  the  president  and  vice-president  of 
their  vieit  to  the  St.  Paul's  Society.  Reports  were  given 
in  of  a  visit  to  the  Old  Green  Man  Society.  Both  reports 
were  satisfactory  and  were  adopted.  It  was  decided  to  visit 
the  St.  Thomas's  club  on  Monday,  March  29  ;  the  Lamp 
Society  on  Tuesday,  March  30  ;  the  Hillyfields  Society  on 
Monday,  April  5,  and  the  Quean's  Head  Society  on 
Tuesday,  April  13  next.  The  secretary  reported  that  he 
had  received,  on  behalf  of  the  challenge  cup  fund,  half  a 
guinea  from  the  Hearts  of  Oak  club,  one  guinea  from 
W.  Butler,  Esq.,  half  a  guinea  from  the  Good  Intent  club 
and  seven  and  sixpence  from  the  Travellers'  Rest  Society 
numerous  other  donations  were  promised,  but  had  not  yet 
come  to  hand.  Mr.  Weston  informed  the  committee  that 
Mr.  Whitacre  would  give  a  lecture  on  the  Zulu  War  at 
the  Lamp  Tavern,  Lower  Essex-street,  on  Sunday  evening. 
April  4.  _  The  lecture  would  be  illustrated  with 
limelight  views,  and  a  collection  will  be  made  on 
behalf  of  the  society.  Mr.  White  informed  the 
committee  that  the  Rose  and  Crown  Society  intended 
tishing  a  contest  at  Wyre,  near  Pershore,  on  Jubilee  Day 
and  that  200  of  the  members  would  take  part  in  the  outing 
He  said  that  he  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  charter  a 
special  train,  and  let  the  Benevolent  Society  give  a 
guarantee,  and  so  obtain  the  10  per  csnt.  discount  on 
the  sale  of  the  railway  tickets,  which  would  go  to  the 
funds  of  the  society.  This  was  decided  upon,  and  the 
meeting  came  to  a  close.  The  recital  given  by  Mr. 
Scrimshire  at  the  Victoria  Hotel,  John  Bright-strest,  on 
Sunday  evening  last,  was  in  every  way  a  great  success,  and 
the  collection  in  aid  of  the  Benevolent  Society  was  the 
best  made  this  season.  Another  recital  will  take  place  on 
April  4  at  the  same  p'ace  ;  subject,  Henry  VIII. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  improved,  and  several  anglers  have 
been  wielding  the  rod  with  varied  success  ;  but  the  fish 
caught  have  been  chiefly  flounders  and  eels,  a  few  trout 
have  been  taken  in  the  top  stretches  of  the  river  Hull.  In 
the  lower  portion  of  the  river,  several  good  fish  have  bsen 
seen  to  rise,  but  it  i3  full  early  for  trout  yet ;  April,  May, 
and  June,  are  the  best  months  in  the  lower  waters  for 
large  trout,  which  are  mostly  salmon  trout.  The  Hull 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association  have  issued  notices 
offering  a  reward  for  information  against  poachers  rettir^ 
the  river  Hull  and  its  becks.  On  Saturday  last,  Mr". 
Hodgson,  of  North  Cave,  caught  two  good  trout  ia  the 
beck,  and  the  Havens  at  Broujh  and  Hissle  are  providing 
fair  sport  to  the  bottom  fisher,  among  flounders,  wh9n  the 
tide  is  up.  Some  gocd  takes  have  also  b3en  made  in  the 
ponds  adjacent  to  the  Humber  at  New  Holland  and 
Barton,  and  at  the  Excelsior  Angling  Society's  open 
angling  match  on  the  Burstwick  Drain  at  Hadon,  some 
fair  sport  was  h:d,  171  anglers  competed,  Mr.  J.  Forcey 
taking  the  first  prize  with  lib.  GJoz. ;  Mr.  Frank  Carle, 
second,  with  lib.  6oz.  ;  the  third  and  fourth  prizes,  being 
taken  by  Messrs.  E.  Cooper,  and  J.  Colman ;  there  were 
twenty-one  prizes.  The  Newington  Waltonian  Angling 
Society  held  a  smoking  concert  the  other  evening,  Mr. 
Alfred  Chappelt  in  the  chair.  Another  new  society  has 
been  formed  in  West  Hull,  called  the  Globe  Angling 
Society  ;  and  the  Kingston  Angling  Society  have  changed 
their  name  to  the  "  Kingston  Rovers,"  owing  to  another 
society  using  their  name.  A  much  respected  angler,  Mr. 
Joseph  Halliday,  late  of  the  Dover  Castle  Hotel,  Hull, 
has  just  passed  away,  at  the  ago  of  fifty-one  years. '  The 
Duke  of  York  Angling  Society  held  their  annual  supper 
and  smoker  the  otlnr  evening.  The  Horns  Angling  and 
Recreation  Society  hold  their  first  maLh  on  April  3,  on 
th.3  river  Hull,  at  Weelferry ;  and  to-day  (Saturday 
March  2")  the  Stoneferry  Angling  Society  will  hold  a 
smoking  concert.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hull 
Amalgamated  Anglers'  Association,  on  March  10,  the 
financial  secretary  reported  that  523  privelege  tickets  had 
already  been  issued  to  members,  against  517  in  Mav  of 
1890. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Owing  to  almost  continuous  heavy  rain  sines  the  trout 
fishing  season  commenced,  livers  have  been  running  veiy 
high  and,  at  times,  bank  full ,  and  this  coupled  with  the  cold, 
boisterous  winds,  have  prevented  many  anglers  from 
turning  out.  There  seems  now.  however,  to  be  a  prospect 
of  better  weather;  since  our  last  notes  there  have  b3en 
two  or  three  spring-like  days,  and  the  snow  is  disappeir- 
ing  from  the  hills.  The  high  state  of  the  rivers  has  enabled 
many  worm  and  minnow  fishers  to  practice  their  favourifo 
methods,  and  not  a  few  of  these  arc  meeting  with  a  fair 
modicum  of  success.  From  nearly  all  quarters  reports 
spsak  of  trout  being  plentiful  and  in  good  condition. 
Amongst  others  reported  to  have  done  well  in  the  upper 


waters  of  the  Eden  are  Mr.  W.  Whitely,  of  Bingley, 
Yorkshire,  who  has  managed  to  land  upwards  of  a  score  of 
fish — not  a  bad  beginning  ;  Mr.  T.  Ellwood,  who  has 
already  had  more  than  one  go; d  pannier ;  Mr.  T.  Howe, 
and  Mr.  J.  H.  Johnston.  Matters  are  also  looking  up  on 
the  Lune,  where  the  head  of  fish  is  stated  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  Messrs.  W.  Hodgson  and  G.  Hindson  are  to  the  front 
as  bait  fishers. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

With  the  one  exception  of  some  parts  of  the  Ribble, 
reports  from  this  county  generally  are  very  poor — some 
say,  di-:appointing,  but  this  is  hardly  a  good  word,  for  how 
cam  we  expect  trout  to  be  in  good  condition  go  soon? 
Several  land-locked  waters  have  f  ailed  utterly  to  yield  any 
sport  whatever,  and  the  few  fish  killed  have  fallen  to  the 
live  minnow.  The  lecture  delivered  by  Mr.  A.  C.  de 
Boinville  to  tli9  Warrington  anglers  on  the  18th  was  a 
most  satisfactory  event,  and  drew  a  large  audience.  Both 
the  popular  lecturer  and  Mr.  F.  Bibby,  at  tjhe  lantern, 
were  very  well  received  by  the  audience.  It  13  a  matter 
of  regret  that  some  of  our  men  are  imported  as  fishing  in 
close  season,  and,  in  addition,  taking  small  fish.  This  is 
very  bad,  and  cuts  two  ways  at  stopping  sport,  for  it 
destroys  both  the  parent  fish  and  the  small  ones,  which 
would  grow  if  left  alone.  Good  reports  come  from  various 
fish  hatcheries  to  the  effect  that  the  ova  is  yielding  well, 
the  fry  are  healthy,  and  that  few  eggs  are  bad.  Visitors 
to  any  rivers  where  a  licence  is  necessary  should  not  fail  to 
take  one  out.  Already  one  erring  brother  has  been  caught 
fishing  without  one.  This  forgetfulness  has  led  to  the 
owners  of  some  fishing,  on  a  river  over  which  there  is  a 
board  of  conservators,  stopping  all  tickets  on  their  land, 
thereby  closing  yet  another  resort  to  the  public' 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Now  that  the  coarse  angling  season  is  over,  piscators 
are  beginning  to  turn  their  attention  to  trout  fishing.  The 
streams  have  been  more  or  less  disturbed  for  some  time 
past,  oving  to  the  severe  storms  of  wind  and  rain,  but 
there  have  been  occasions  when  fishing  has  not  only  been 
practical,  but  also  successful.  Although  a  few  satisfactory 
baskets  have  bsen  mads  with  such  flies  as  the  March 
Brown  and  Blue  Dun,  fly  fishermea,  as  a  rule,  have  not 
done  so  well  as  those  operating  with  bottom  tackle..  It 
will  not  be  until  we  get  some  warmer  weather  that  the 
fish  will  ri3e  to  any  appreciable  extent.  Most  of  the 
Lincolnshire  trout  streams  are  preserved,  and,  as  nearly 
aT  of  them  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  a  successful  season 
is  contemplated. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  ranks  have  again  been  thinned  by  the  death  of  Mr, 
John  Siddy,  who  for  some  time  has  been  in  very  poor 
health.  He  was  much  respected  by  his  neighbours,  and 
some  of  these_  have  paid  him  every  attention  which  love 
and  mercy  dictated  to  them,  Mr.  Peacock  being  to  the 
front  ia  this  line.  On  the  31st "  Sam  O'Faii  >  "Mr.  A  C. 
De  Boinville),  has  promised  to  give  one  of  his  interesting 
lectures  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Buckland  Anglers,  the 
Queen  Adelaide  Hotel,  Chancery  lane,  Ardwic'i,  when  no 
djubt  our  old  friend  Mr.  Johnson  will  see  a  goodly 
gathering  of  fishermen  and  their  friends  at  his  house.  By 
the  time  these  notes  are  in  print  Mr.  F.  Bibby  will  have 
given  his  lecture,  subject,  "  Through  the  Fylde  with  Rod 
and  Camera,"  to  the  Salford  anglers  at  the  Derby  Hotel  in 
the  Rbjal  Borough.  The  delegate  meeting  of  the  County 
Palatine  Angling  Society  held  at  the  Waggon  and 
Horses,  Gorton,  was  well  attended,  some  fifty  delegates 
attending.  There  are  many  anxious  erquiries  for 
the  full  programme  of  this  society,  with  a  strong  muster 
roll  and  a  good  levy,  an  income  should  be  obtained  equil 
to  deiling  with  a  spirited  programme,  we  cannot  stand 
still,  it  must  bs  either  forward  or  backward,  silence  and 
mystery  only  lead  to  trouble  and  disappointment.  Our 
old  friend  Mr.  Sam  Brookes  is  again  very  ill  and  entirely 
laid  aside,  very  unwelcome  news  indeed  for  his  numerous 
friends  and  customers.  The  local  association  in  this  city 
should  make  their  presence  fe't  by  prosecuting  some  of  our 
fishmongers  for  the  sale  of  unseasonabls  fish.  On  the  24th 
some  trout  not  exceeding  seven  inches  long  and  many  under 
six  inches  were  exposed  for  sale  close  to  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, trout  that  any  schoolboy  would  turn  up  h's  nose 
at. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Pike  fishing  is  now  quite  over  in  this  district  and  the  fish 
will  soon  be  spawning.  A  fiue  lot  of  roach  and  bream  were 
taken  on  Sunday  atBrundall  by  a  Norwich  angler,  the  fish 
1  e'ng  of  good  average  size,  many  of  the  roach  being  lib.  in 
weight.  TI19  rivers  are  in  good  order  for  roach-fishing, 
being  of  nic3  colour  and  volume.  Trout  fishing  comments 
oa  April  1st  on  the  Wensum  Preservation  Socisty's  water 
at  Fakenham,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season's 
sport. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  has  run  down  slowly  since  Saturday  last,  and 
in  case  the  weather  remains  fine  salmon  anglers  will  give 
the  fish  a  trial  at  King's  Mills  next  Monday.  As  yet  it  is 
difficult  to  say  whether  many  fish  have  ascended.  The 
late  succession  of  high  running  waters  has  teen  all  in 
favour  of  an  eirly  ascsnt,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  a 
start  should  not  be  made  in  the  early  days  of  the  ensuing 
week,  provided  the  river  is  in  the  right  sort  of  ply.  On 
the  night  of  the  17th  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the 
Nottingham  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association  was  held  at 
headquarters  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  J.  Truman. 
Mr.  D.  S.  Garner,  the  enterprising  secretary,  submitted 
the  finincial  statement,  which  revealed  a  most  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs.  The  receipts  for  tho  year  amounted  to 
£84  19s.  5d.,  and  the  expenditure  had  been  £70  Is.  Gd., 
thus  leaving  a  balance  in  hand  of  £14  17s.  lid. 
Tho  aecjunts  were  passed  and  all  tho  retiring  otlicers  were, 
re-elected.  Three  alterations,  however,  were  made  on 
tho  comrnittce.    The  closing  competition  of  the  season  in 
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Perma7ient  Protection  from  Chill. 

JAEGER 

u  Health  Culture"  &  Jaeger  Cqy.'s  Price  List  sent  free. 

JAEGER  DEPOTS :— 

3  and  4,  PRINCES-ST.,  CAVEND1SH-SQ.  (near  Re^ent-circusl 
126,  REGENT-STREET  (near  the  QuadraStT 
1  ^JT?I^L^dj0inin8'  McPherson's  Gymnasium). 

456,  STRAND  (near  Trafalgar-square) 
85  and  86,  CHEAPSIDE  (near  King-street). 
TAILORING  (only):- 
42,  CONDUIT-STREET,  NEW  BOND-STREET,  W. 
The  Jaeger  goods  are  sold  in  many  Toions.    Address  sent 
pom  Jaeger  Co.  s  Head  Office,  95,  Milton  Street.  B.C. 
TRADE  MARK  TESTED 

b  UNDERWEAR.  /^S^kPUBE  WOOL. 


HOWIETOUN  FISHERY, 

STIRLING,  N.B. 

SEND    FOR    RRICE  LIST 

OF 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLING,  and  TWO-EAR-OLD  FARIO, 
LEYENENSIS,  and  FONTIHALIS, 

TO 

HOWIETOUN  FISHERY  CO..  STIRLING.  N.B. 

TROUT  &  OTHER  OVA,  &  YEARLINGS 

NOW  READY  FOR  DELIVERY. 

LARGEST  SELECTION  IN  THE  WORLD.     SEND  FOR  LIST  (GRATIS). 

APPARATUS,  MOLLTJ  SCA,  CRUSTACEANS,  WATER  PLANTS,  Sec,  fcc. 

For  any  Information  on  Fish  Culture  Matters  write  to 

J.  J.  ARMISTEAD,  SOLWAY  FISHERY,  DUMFRIES. 

OLDEST   ESTABLISHED   IS  BRITAIN. 
BEST  BOOK  ON  FISH  CULTURE  ever  published,  "An  Anolkb's  Pabawb 
anij  how  to  obtain  it."   7/lOi  post  free,  from  J.  J.  Armistead,  Solway  FlBhcry,  Dumfries, 
belling  out  rapidly. 

1000  Eyed  Ova  and  Hatching  Tank,  carriage  paid,  1W;  or  500  and  Tank,  7  6. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

An  enjoy  able  day's  fishing,  in  a  lovely  spot,  within  15  minutes  of  Waterloo.   Book  to  Wimbledon 

Park  Station. 


PUNTS  AND  BOAT3  ON  HIEE. 
BOTTOM  FISHING. 


DINNERS  AND  TEAS  AT  THE  COTTAGE. 

ONE    ROD    Is.    PER  DAY 


 Proprietor— J.  GARLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon.  

TRENT  FISH  CULTURE  CO.,  LTD. 

LARGE  STOCK  OF  TROUT  FRY. 

•  In  consequence  of  a  very  good  Hatching  Season,  the  price  of  Fry 
1 1 ; i  x  be0u  reduced  to  L5s.  per  1000  for  Lots  of  not  less  than  10,000, 
and  17s.  Gd.  per  1000  under  10,000. 

For  Price  List  of  older  Fish  apply  Manager,  Milton,  Burton. 


A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS. 

"6 


Consomme  and  French  Soups. 


Maggi  s 
CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tabes, 
Is.  8d. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  10fd. 


Maggi's 

French  Soups 

(33  Varieties) 

In  Packets  or  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is.  Id. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  7d. 


Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soaps  are  hell  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  ba  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19,  1896. 
Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  Consomme.   We  have  found  the 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Rifles,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  1896. 
I  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con- 
sidered.  The  Consomme  1b  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Russell- J kaffesson,  F.R.G.S.,  4c. 


OF  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

C0SENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET 

LONDON,  W.» 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme"  may  be  tasted  daily. 

GEORGE  HOLLAND,  29,  THE  SQUARE,  WINCHESTER 
WISHES  TO  DRAW  ESPECIAL  ATTENTION  TO 


EVERY  ROD 


HOLLAND'S 

DRY-FLY 


TESTED  ? 


AND 
GUARANTEED 


RODS 


MADE  IN  GREENHEART  OR  BUILT-CANE 

BELL&  PRICHARD 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.G. 

(Opposite  Cook'.  Tourist  Office.) 

FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS 

A  SPECIALITY. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 


Norfolk  Suits,  from  <S2  5  0 

Tourist  and  Business  Suits,  to  measure,  from  ...  2  10  0 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbocker  Breeches,  from    ...  0  13  6 


CLOTH  BINDING  CASES  FOR  THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN   SB   BAD  AT  THE 

PUBLISHING   OFFICE,    BREAM'S    BUILDINGS,  E.C 

Prioe  »«.  64.  Pott-free  »».  9*. 
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5onnection  with  the  Association  was  fished  on  tie  waters 
|rett9d  by  the  executive  on  the  previous  Saturday,  at 
Rolleston.  Thirteen  members  took  part,  and  of  these 
,iiae  landed  fish.  The  principal  prizes  were  won  by  Mr. 
W  Griffiths  (first),  Mr.  W.  Speed  (second),  Mr.  W. 
Foulds  (third),  Mr.  J.  Potter  (fourth),  and  Mr.  J. 
Truman  (fifth).  The  Novices'  competition  was  won  by 
Mr.  J.  Bennett.  The  Association  do  not  go  in  for  the 
periodical  system  of  weighing-in  fish.  They  prefer  to  set 
ipart  special  days  and  to  compete  for  special  prizes.  The 
,tep  is  a  right  one,  for  it  prevents  fraud.  Many  so  called 
anglers  only  join  the  local  clubs  for  the  prizes  which  are 
given,  and  in  many  case 3  the  fish  which  are  weighed-in 
have  not  been  caught  by  members  weighing  them  in. 
Just  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  close  season  there  was  an 
ixtraordinary  demand  for  specimen  fish  for  weighing-in 
purposes;  and  the  sooner  the  club3  do  away  with  the 
system  of  weighing-in  twice  a  year  the  better  for  the  true 
interests  of  angling,  pursued  as  a  sport.  Trout  anglers, 
aiiog  the  bottom  baits,  have  enjoyed  a  fair  amount  of 
'port  on  the  lower  lengths  of  the  Dover  beck.  The  fish 
taken  were,  however,  in  c  omparatively  poor  ccn  Jiticn. 
FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  too 
boisterous  to  permit  of  a  great  deal  of  fly  fishing,  yet 
i  rout  anglers  have  not  done  amiss.  The  Sheffield  Trout 
Anglers'  Society,  of  which  Mr.  W.  Eagers,  Paradise- 
square,  is  the  president,  is  looking  forward  to  a  prosperous 
season.  The  society  has  leased,  in  addition  to  a  two  miles 
stretch  in  the  River  Amber,  near  Ambergate,  two  good 
lengths  in  the  Sheaf,  near  Sheffield.  One  is  just  in 
Derbyshire,  near  Dore  Station,  and  the  other  just  in 
Yorkshire,  clcss  to  Beauchief  Station.  Both  are 
within  •  fifteen  minutes'  railway  ride  of  Sheffield, 
and  should,  therefore,  be  well  patronised  during  the 
reason.  Last  year  the  society  had  the  fishing  rights 
in  the  dams  in  Whiteley  Woods,  but  as  the  woods  have 
been  bought  by  the  corjoration  the  society  has  been 
unable  to  continue  the  lease.  It  has  a  membership  of 
nearly  eighty  members,  and  for  the  few  vacant  places  there 
ire  plenty  of  applicants,  and  no  doubt  the  full  i  umber  of 
members  will  soon  be  made  up.  Fortunately,  the  society 
has  a.  fairly  large  balance  in  hand,  and  with  this  the  river 
Amber  will  be  stocked  with  fish,  for  the  accomplishment 
of  which  arrangements  are  now  being  made.  Fishing  in 
Ihe  society's  waters  did  not  commence  until  March  16,  but 
us  yet  the  results  have  not  been  very  encouraging,  owing 
to  the  boisterous  nature  of  the  weather.  A  few  brace  of 
nice  trout  have  been  taken  from  the  Sheaf  by  means  of 
brandling  wormSj  and  these  will  continue  to  prove  a  most 
effective  bait  until  the  waters  have  cleared,  and  then  cock- 
-pur  worms  will  undoubtedly  prove  very  attractive  to 
(Tout. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Ni  >w  that  the  trout  fishing  season  has  fairly  commenced, 
it  is  important  that  anglers  connected  with  the  Shrop- 
shire Severn  Angling  Association,  or  those  who  obtain 
tickets  from  that  body,  should  ascertain  w  hat  parts  of  the 
river  they  have  the  privilegs  of  fishing  in.  For  some 
sixty  or  seventy  miles  the  Severn  pursues  its  tortuou9  way 
(through  the  country,  long  stretches  of  dead  water  in 
various  places  affording  excellent  sport  to  the  coarse 
fisher,  and  numerous  shallows  and  rushing  fords  yielding 
fair  trouting.  The  greater  portion  of  the  river,  and  by 
far  the  best  of  the  fishing,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
association,  whose  tickets  enable  members  or  holders 
to  angle  in  any  part  of  the  river  where  adjoins  land 
belonging  to  those  riparian  owners  who  have  leased  their 
fishery  rights  to  the  association.  Among  the  principal 
county  gentlemen  who  have  done  so  are  :  J.  A.  Thursby 
Pelbam,  Esq.  ;  the  representatives  of  the  late  Mr.  James 
Watson  ;  the  Hon.  Sir  Raymond  Tyrwhitt  Wilson,  Bart. ; 
II.  Sandford,  Esq.  ;  T.  F.  Kynnersley,  Esq. ;  Lord 
Berwick ;  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Powis ;  the  Eight 
lion.  Lord  Barnard;  A.  H.  Orlando  Lloyd,  Esq.;  J.  L. 
Burton,  Esq. ;  A.  E.  W.  Darby,  E3q.  ;  C.  J.  Morris,  Esq. ; 
B.  B.  Wood,  Esq. ;  T.  B.  Wilson,  Esq. ;  B.  Butcher,  Esq. ; 
John  T.  Brooke,  Esq. ;  G.  Burrow,  Esq. ;  J.  E.  Severne, 
Esq. ;  Rev.  F.  H.  Wolrjche  Whitmoie  ;  and  otheis 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  livers  Severn,  Teme,  and  Avon  are  nearly  down  to 
Ihtir  winter  level  again,  and  are  now  a  fair  colour  for 
angling ;  but  in  the  Severn  no  angling  will  be  done  by  club 
members  until  after  June  15,  club  rules  being  very  stiong 
pgainst  fishing  during  the  fence  months  for  coarse  fish,  and 
tne  trout  in  this  part  of  the  river  almost  nil.  Pike  fishing 
has  been  indulged  in  by  a  few  in  the  Severn  and  Avon ,  and 
gome  fair  sport  had  in  the  latter  river  in  the  Pershore 
district.  Trout  fishuog  with  the  worm  in  tha_  brooks  Las 
(been  very  successful,  but  the  fish  are  scarcely  in  condition 
yet.    Teme  fishing  hardly  commi  need  yet. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Since  the  trout  season  opened  very  little  has  been  done  in 
fly  fishing,  owing  to  the  rough  weather  and  the  flooded 
state  of  the  rivers.  A  few  well  conditioned  trout  were 
Secured  towards  the  end  of  the  week  on  some  of  the 
streams.  On  the  Wharfe,  for  instance,  especially  on  the 
I  lk ley  Club's  length,  baskets  of  a  score  fish  and  upwards 
were  not  uncommon.  All  the  Yorkshire  trout  rivers  are 
well  stocked,  and  the  Easter  holiday  should,  if  the  weather 
ne  favourable,  yield  gratifying  sport.  The  boisterous 
winds  this  week  have  kept  many  anglers  at  home,  and  for 
the  first  half,  at  any  rate,  there  is  nothing  to  report.  The 
best  early  casts  for  the  Yorkshire  rivers  are  the  following  : 
(l)  Early  Brown,  Spring  Black,  Dark  Snipe,  and  Orange 
and  Snipe  Bloa ;  (2)  Waterhen  and  YelJo.v,  Dark  Snipe 
and  Purple,  Orange  Bloa,  and  Snipe  Bloa;  (3)  Maroh 
Brown,  Spanish  Needle,  Little  Early,  and  Dark  Bloa. 
The  aembers  of  the  York  A.  A.  had  an  enjoyable  excursion 
to  Pocklington  Canal  and  their  private  trout  stream  oa  the 
yftii  inst.,  and.  in  the  evening  the  owner*"  and.  tenftntj  of 


the  land  through  which  the  stream  runs  were  invited  to 
dinner  at  the  Feathers  Hotel.  It  was  stated  that 
moderate  sport  had  been  obtained  by  tie  anglers,  as  the 
trout  stream  was  found  to  be  unfishable  on  account 
of  the  heavy  water.  Expression  was  given  to 
the  obligation  which  the  club  was  under  to  the 
tenants,  not  only  for  the  permission  to  fish,  but  for  their 
assistance  in  preseiving  the  fishing.  In  responding  to  the 
sentiment,  Mr.  T.  Lakin  suggested  that  the  club  should  do 
something  in  the  way  of  re-stocking.  The  stream,  he 
said,  held  good  fish,  which  were  fairly  plen'iful,  but  it  was 
necessary  that  the  stock  should  be  kept  up.  Any  efforts 
made  in  that  direction  would  be  supported  by  the  tenants. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents. ,] 

COLOUR  AND  BLINDNESS  IN  TROUT. 
Sir,— Mr.  T.  Spence's  very  carefully  thought  oyer 
remarks  in  your  number  of  Feb.  27  encourage  me  to  give 
the  results  of  some  personal  observations  which  may 
perhaps  call  foith  further  material  for  ultimately  settling 
this  question. 

Mr.  Spence's  oVs.rvation  that  fario  and  fovtinalix, 
whenever  exposed  to  light,  grow  blind,  but  do  not  change 
colour  (not  appreciably  I  ought  to  say,  perhaps),  agrees 
with  my  experience.  I  have  had  both  Leven  and  fario 
yearlings,  in  a  small  pond  not  very  well  sheltered  from 
direct  sunlight,  grow  blind  in  one  and  in  two  eyes,  the  eye- 
balls very  much  protruding  at  the  outset,  stiong  inflam- 
mation setting  in,  and  on  transference  to  a  cool  reach 
with  a  good  current  a  gradual  cure  being  effected.  In  bad 
cases  the  eyeball  would  disappear  altogether,  and  a  sunken 
but  cleanly  healed  up  scar  appear  in  its  stead  ;  in  lighter 
cases  the  eye  would  letnain  pretty  much  as  Mr.  Sp?nce 
describes  it — milky,  as  if  affected  with  cataract.  The 
rainbow  (as  I  said  in  a  former  remark  which  gave  this 
discussion  a  fresh  start)  would  show  similar  symptoms 
under  equil  circumstances  ;  but  while  the  colour  of  the 
blind  rainbows  changed  to  a  nearly  black  hue,  the  farios 
and  Levens  would  rdtain  their  lighter  coats  pretty  much 
unaltered  to  all  appearances.  I  may  here  add  that  both 
the  blind  rainbows  and  farios  would,  alter  a  time,  learn 
to  pick  up  their  food  by  touch,  though  kept,  a3  they  were, 
amongst  a  herd  of,  say,  3000  to  4u00  fish  which  enjoyed 
unimpaired  eyesight.  Their  growth  was  not  nearly  so 
good  as  it  ought  to  have  been  ;  slid,  the  growth  of  these 
blind  beggars  was,  after  all,  not  bad,  and,  queerly  enough, 
it  was  better  in  the  Levens  than  in  the  rainbows,  the 
Levens  learning  to  pick  up  their  food  from  the  bottom  by 
touch  fairly  quickly,  whikt  the  rainbow  (usually  the 
much  quicker  of  the  two)  never  learned  to  find  its  way 
about  very  well.  Perhaps  the  injury  to  the  genei  al  system 
may  h»\e  been  more  serious  in  the  iridea  than  in  the 
fario  to  account  for  this. 

Apparently  as  the  feet  of  the  fario  not  discolouring  like 
the  rainbows,  seems  to  contradict  Pouget's  very  beautiful 
observation  about  the  relation  between  the  chromatophores 
and  the  eye  as  Mr.  Spence  thinks,  I  venture  to  think  that 
I  might  show  a  way  out  of  this  difficulty. 

The  chromatophores,  as  Mr.  Spence  points  out,  are 
really  colour  particles,  but  arranged  if  I  may  say  so  not  in 
little  specks  or  discs  scattered  through  the  skin  like  gold 
particles  would  be  in  gold  carrying  quartz  rock,  but  in 
tulip  like  vessels  which  open  and  shut  very  much  like  a 
tulip  does,  shoviiog  on  opening  grouped  colour  particles, 
and  hiding  these  on  closing. 

Pouget  thinks— and  I  should  say  quite  correctly— that 
the  eye  of  the  fish  acts  like  a  sort  of  l;ns,  transmitting 
through  the  nerve  fibres  attached  to  the  eye  an  exciting 
action  to  the  tulip  shaped  chromatophores,  an  action  which 
in  a  very  rough  way  we  might  figure  to  our  mind  as  a  sort 
of  telephonic  communication  bet«  een  the  eye  and  the  colour 
tulip,  the  nerve  fibres  acting  as  the  wire. 

Now  I  fancy  by  what  I  saw  (and  I  have  watched  this 
particular  pond  nearly  daily  since  a  year)  that  either  there 
are  only  csrtain  chromatophores  corresponding  in  general 
to  the  eye's  message,  or  more  likely  still,  that  though  all 
chromatophores  miy  at  one  time  or  another  hive  corre- 
sponded quickly,  certain  of  them  (and  particularly  those 
c  n  aiuing  greenish  and  very  dark  pigment)  may  have 
deepened  out  and  loot  their  power  of  conti action  leaving 
their  colourleaves  permanently  visible,  whilst  only  ceitiin 
delicate  shades  would  still  bo  in  play  with  the  eye.  I  have 
been  led  to  think  so,  because  in  the  herd  of  (fairly  evenly 
sized)  fish  which  would  move  to  the  number  of  two  to  four 
thousand  over  thj  bottom  of  the  pond  (which  is  partially 
dirk,  partially  very  light  sand),  1  was  always  able  to  pick 
out  the  blind  levens  and  farius  by  their  rather  dingy 
appearance,  whilst  their  healthy  cousins  would,  on  chang- 
ing frcm  the  datk  to  the  light  side  of  the  pond,  alter  the 
hue  of  their  coat  nsarly  as  quickly  as  they  passed  the 
boundary  streak. 

That  the  action  of  the  different  colour  tulips  is  not  uni- 
form a  further  experiment  will  show.  A  fish  killed,  say, 
by  a  blow,  and  laid  on  its  side,  will  very  quickly  lose  on 
this  side  its  colour,  and  turn  to  a  dingy  grey,  with  tho 
exception  of  some  deeply  and  darkly  marked  colour  spots, 
the  more  delicate  and  not  so  deeply  seated  chromatophores 
being  compressed.  The  other  side  will  remain  brighter 
mnch  longer.  Fish  farmers  who  kill  for  the  market  know 
this  qui  e  well,  and  will  secure  a  better  appearance  of  their 
fish  by  hanging  them  up  immediately  a' ter  killing.  The 
colour  petals  will  then  not  close  as  quickly  as  the  fish 
stiffens,  and  even  some  of  the  brighter  one  s  will  show  up 
for  days  after  death. 

That  there  is  a  corresponding  relation  between  eye  and 
oolour  tulips  I  am  led  to  think  also  by  the  more  than  once 
repeatpd.  observation  that  both  rainbows  and  farto*  will 


show  certain  changes  of  colour  on  one  side  only  if  damaged 
in  one  eye,  the  change  appaaring  on  the  side  opposite  to 
the  injured  organ. 

The  change  in  the  fario  kinds  is  much  lighter  than  it  is 
in  the  rainbows  ;  still,  it  is  there. 

How  are  we  to  account  after  this  (for  the  blinding  e\en 
in  both  eyes  in  the  fario  kinds  in  my  experience  has  never 
led  to  a  fish  tecoming  black)  for  "  Ibis  Tag's  "  black  fish  ? 

Very  likely  some  such  and  similar  black  fish  may  have 
been  found  to  be  blind,  but  I  should  say,  with  Mr.  Spence, 
that  the  blindness  followed  a  disease,  and  did  n.t  cause 
the  black  appearance. 

I  should  certainly,  if  such  fish  turn:d  up  in  large 
numbers,  and  particularly  in  warmer,  sluggish  water,  look 
for  a  different  cause,  and  I  suggest  that  such  may  be  found 
in  parasites,  perhaps  fish  leeches,  but  much  more  lile'y 
carp  lice.  Both  will  attack  trout,  and  particularly  lig 
trout,  and  an  excess  of  them  will  reduce  the  fish  very  soon 
to  a  poor  condition  and  dingy,  dark  appearance,  when 
blindness  would  supervene  as  a  secondary  cause.  I  have 
fortunately  had  very  little  practical  experience  of  these 
pests,  as  our  beautiful  cold  streams  and  colder  springs  do 
not  offer  them  living  conditions,  but  I  have  seen  streams 
End  fisheries  in  the  south  absolutely  infested  with  these 
horrible  pests.  There  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in 
recognising  the  presence  of  these  parasites,  and  I  should 
re  commend  any  dark  fish  captuied  to  te  sent  for  examina- 
tion. The  pest  is  quite  curable  once  its  presence  is  detected, 
as  the  living  conditions  of  these  parasites  are  well  known. 
If  they  should  be  infectious  in  a  pond  it  ought  to  be  ran 
dry,  thoroughly  limed,  ani  the  water  not  be  shut  back 
for  at  least  three  months;  if  in  a  stream,  every  fish 
attacked  should  be  killed. — Yours,  &c,  S.  JAFFK, 

Sandfort  Fishery,  Osnalriick,  Hannover. 

MIDLAND  ANGLERS  AND  THE  SEVERN 
FISHERY  BOARD. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  coi respondent,  "The  Biter  Bit," 
must  be  a  very  extraordinary  person.  In  his  first  letter 
on  the  above  subject  .he,  while  admitting  the  S.F.B.  tad 
no  legal  authority  to  impose  a  shilling  licence  on  rods  of; 
coarse  fish  anglers,  is  careful  to  point  out  that  coarse 
fish  anglers  not  holding  licences,  and  found  with  trout  in 
their  possession,  would  be  liable  to  prosecution.  From  the 
tone  of  his  letter  he  evidently  had  come  to  the  con-, 
elusion  that  there  was  but  little  probability  of  the  "  poor 
deluded  fishers" — as  he  terms  us — being  aware  of  such 
facts.  In  my  reply,  published  in  the  F.  6.  on  Feb.  27,  1 
pointed  out  that  coarse  fish  anglers  were  perfectly  well 
aware  that  it  is  an  illegal  act,  if  not  in  possession  of  a 
trout  licence,  to  take  and  retain  such  fish. 

To  my  surprise  and  amusement,  I  find  in  your  is>uo 
of  the  13th  inst.,  a  fuither  letter  from  jour  correspondent 
again  pointing  out  to  the  "poor  deluded  ones"  the  fact 
that  "  if  they  do  take  trout  or  char  they  are  liable  to 
prosecution,"  and  concludes  his  extraordinary  epistle  by 
suggesting  that  I  should  fish  the  waters,  catch  a  trout, 
without  a  licence  under  the  eyes  of  a  water  bailiff,  pl<  a  I 
ignorance  of  the  law,  and  await  results. 

Is  not  this,  sir",  a  most  extraordinary  suggestion  to 
make  after  I  had  pointed  out  the  fact  (strange  as  it 
evidently  appeared  to  "The  Biter  Bit")  that  we  were 
perfectly  aware  of  the  law  on  the  subject.  He  would  not  , 
I  feel  sure  (had  he  ever  fished  the  Severn  in  this  district; 
for  trout),  be  so  unkind  as  to  suggest  the  task  of  catching 
the  said  trout  should  be  imposed  upon  me.  I  should  be 
sorry  for  the  tailiff.  Both  fisher  and  watcher  would,  if 
they  survived  the  task,  have  aged  considerably  before  the 
event  came  off. 

Mr.  "  The  Biter  Bit  "  agrees  with  us,  that  the  S.F.B. 
have  not  the  power  to  enforce  coarse  fish  anglers  to  take 
out  the  trout  licence,  and  yet  treats  us  as  though  we  were 
.  poachers,  for  in  his  letter  published  on  Feb.  20  he  is  g<  o  1 
enough  to  say:  "What  angler  holding  no  licence  and 
catching  a  trout  would  return  that  fish  to  tie  water  ?  " 
This  strikes  me  very  forcibly  as  judging  others  by  ones 
own  principles.  This  alone  is  enough  to  get  a  true  argler's 
"  hair  off."  Granted  there  are  good  and  bad  even  amongst 
anglers,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  the  good  and  true 
sportsman  should  be  tarred  with  the  same  brush  as  the 
pot-hunter  and  poacher. 

It  is  particularly  annoying  to  those  most  interested, 
when  persons  ignorant  of  the  local  facts,  state  their  vit  ws 
in  the  columns  of  the  public  press.  In  nine  cases  out  of 
ten  these  persons  have  not  the  slightest  interest  ia  He 
matter,  yet  they  presume  to  state  their  views  and  inter- 
fere, often  doing  the  cause  considerable  harm,  and  entailing 
upon  those  who  a\-e  championing  the  mo\ement  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  extra  work. 

It  may,  perhaps.be  well  for  me  to  state  in  your  columns 
once  for  all,  what  has  really  brought  about  the  pres.  i  t 
state  of  affairs. 

Several  thousands  of  anglers  enrolled  as  members  of 
various  angling  clubs  fish  the  public  fishery  of  the  lower 
Severn,  they  have  for  many  years  taken  out  the  ordinary 
Is.  trout  licence,  and,  so  long  as  sport  was  fairly  good,  did 
not  object  to  do  so,  although  not  one  in  a  hundred  of  them 
ever  took  a  trout  in  the  water  in  quostion.  For  years 
now,  however,  sport  has  been  of  the  poorest,  and  tho 
cause  was  not  far  to  see,  viz.,  the  titter  neglect  of  tho 
S.F.B.  to  enforce  the  observance  of  tho  fence  months,  as 
provided  by  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act,  1878  (41  &  42 
Vict.,  c.  30).  This  Act  made  it  illegal  for  any  person  to  tako 
coarse  fish  in  a  public  fishery  during  the  fence  months 
(except  for  bait  or  scientific  purposes)  without  the  consent 
of  the  conservators,  who  must  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  before  they  can  legally  exempt  their 
district,  or  any  part  theieof,  from  the  operatiou  cf  tho 
close  season, 

Your  correspondent  states  that  "  Fishery  boards  were 
never  constituted  for  th9  proteot'on  of  ccurse  fieh  at  all," 
I  would,  however,  point  out  toft1;  fishery  boards  may  be 
eOBRtito'N  for  <>}fher  salmon  and.  tront  fishery  distiicts  pv 
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get,  accommodation  for  their  monthly  meetings  free  of 
charge,  and  Mr.  Crumplen,  in  giving  them  this,  is  debited 
with  £12  12s.  to  the  society,  which  raises  the  actual  amount 
rec(  ivcd,  though  the  society  does  not  receive  it.  "  Let  us 
draw  a  curtain  on  this  harrowing  scene  !  " 

I  have  always  recognised  the  work  done  by  Mr.  Alfred 
Nuthall,  the  president.  Though  it  is  quite  new  to  hear 
officially  _ that  the  society  has  been  "fully  alive  to  the 
desirability  of  improving  the  organisation."  How  long  has 
the  society  been  "alive  "  to  this  ?  Is  it  since  the  T.R.A. 
was  formed  ? 

Your  correspondent,  Mr.  P.  Batterson,  I  am  pleased  to 
hear  agrees  with  the  greater  part  of  my  letter  to  the  Fishing 
Gazette— -bo  do  most  people.  He  takes  objection  to  my 
mentioning  the  fact  that  the  London  club  anglers  only 
subscribe  £10  18s.  a  year  through  the  collecting  boxes, 
There  are  over  200  clubs  in  London,  so  comment  i 
neecless. 

He  refers  to  the  society  placing  fish  in  the  river  between 
Twickenham  and  Staines.  Would  he  like  them  put  in  at 
Shiplake  ?  If  an  honest  enceivour  is  made  to  provide 
good  sport  near  London,  why  should  Londoners  object  ? 
As  regard  punt  anglers,  they  subscribe  as  much,  and 
more,  than  club  anglers  to  the  T.A.P.S.  The  annual 
report  shows  it.  Of  course,  I  agree  that  the  casual  punt 
angler  does  not  subscribe.  Perhaps  he  even  does  not  know 
either  of  the  T.R.A.  or  the  T.A.P.S.  Mr.  F.  Batterson 
will  perhaps  make  it  his  duty  to  inform  such  ai  one. 

My  belief,  founded  upon  practical  experience  and  know 
ledge,  has  been  that  the  T.A.P.S.  has  not  done  the  proper 
work.  Its  name  implies  preservation,  and  it  has  not 
preserved  the  river  or  tin  sport.  In  fact  it  has  no  power 
except  to  enforce  the  byelaws  of  the  Thames  Conservancy, 
which  means  that  no  angler  may  retain  a  fish  under  a 
certain  size,  and  there  is  only  one  paid  keeper  to  see  to 
this.  I  have  never  yet  been  questioned  a<5  to  the  size  of 
the  fish  I  have  retained,  thcugh  I  have  fished  the  Thames 
for  years.    Others  can  say  the  same. 

Mr.  Higgins,  as  the  new  hon.  secretary,  may  be  able 
to  get  subscriptions  to  the  T.A.P.S.  We  shall  see,  in  the 
due  course  of  time,  how  much  he  cm  get  from  those  who 
fish  the  Thames.  My  belief  is  that  he  will  be  unable  to 
compete  with  Mr.  Brougham  in  this  respect. 

I  hope  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  all  the  Thames  preser- 
vation and  angling  societies  are  formed  into  one  powerful 
organisation. — Yours  truly,  P.  H.  Amphlett. 

RE  ROD  RESTS. 
Dear  Sir, — In  my  opinion  there  is  still  room  for  an 
improved  adjustable  rod  holder.  Both  Mr.  Mathew's  and 
the  Valor  Company's  holder  have  the  same  defect,  i.e., 
Fig.  A.  If  the  running  line  is  placed  in  the  holder  with 
the  rod,  the  first  knock  causes  the  line  to  jam  ;  and  if,  on 
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poacher  evidently  had  free  run  of  I  he  water  for  fair  fishing; 
and  yet  was  not  content,  but  with  "  cleek  "  and  "  light" 
sallied  forth  to  deprive  his  fellows  of  their  legitim; 
rights  to  sport.  Harmful,  because  such  publicly  espou 
sympathy  would  be  eagerly  devoured  by  men  who  are  < 
too  glad  of  an  excuse  to  prosecute  unsportsmanlike 
unlawful  methods.  There  are  cases  where  a  poacl 
commands  a  certain  amount  of  sympathy,  such  as, 
instance,  where  a  river  has  been  op:n  for  a  number 
years  and  is  suddenly  closed  by  some  large  riparian  ow 
although  if  the  truth  were  known,  this  step  perhaps 
taken  because  of  the  abuse  of  the  privilege — conduct, 
wit,  like  "  Wrentail's  "  poacher. 

What  would  become  of  open  fishings  if  "Charlie 
tactics  were  generally  adopted  ?  I  say  that  your  corre- 
spondent,  instead  of  debasing  his  ink  with  sympathy  for 
men  who  are  a  sportsman's  bites  noires — for  men  who  an 
utterly_  selfish  in  their  methods,  and  who  rob  anglers  of 
their  right— would  be  better  employed  in  educating,  by 
means  of  your  valuable  Gazette,  saeh  men  to  higher 
principles,  in  exhorting  them  to  "  live  and  let  live."  There 
is  only  one  remark  with  which  one  can  agree  with  yottr 
correspondent,  viz.,  that  it  was  "  nice  trash  to  appear  in 
the  Fishing  Gazette,"  only  for  nice  one  would  like -to 
substitute  dangerous,  for  when  a  man  draws  a  com* 
parison  between  a  miserable  poacher  and  the  "  noblest  dry 
fly  fisherman  "  one  would  be  inclined  to  suspect  that  his 
sympathies  with  the  former  are  occasioned  by  his  inability 
to  emulate  the  latter. — Truly  yours, 

Alfred  G.  Goodwin. 

FISHING  IN  SOUTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  any  reader  give  me  information  as 
to  the  quality  of  the  fishing  at  Abergiville,  near  Car. 
marthen,  and  if  early  June  would  be  a  good  time  for  a 
visit  ?  Also  if  private  lodgings  can  be  obtained  in  the 
neighbourhood  ? — Yours,  &c,  Paxton. 

TROUT  FISHING  AT  PORT  ERIN. 
Dear  Sir, — I  should  be  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  could  give  me  any  information  as  to  tr.iut  fishing 
(of  any  kind)  to  be  had  near  Port  Erin,  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  during  June.— Yours  truly, 

Charles  A.  C.  Jeffcock. 

THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 
Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge,  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  receipt  of  15s.  as  follows,  on  behalf  of  the  Thames 
Re-stocking  Associat:on  :  Mr.  J.  Pailes,  5s. ;  Mr.  W.  Bray, 
5s.  ;  Mr.  G.  Taylor,  5s.  All  members  of  the  Bloomsbury 
Brothers'  A.S.  The  money  will  be  handed  over  at  orce 
to  the  joint  secretaries  of  the  T.R.A  and  a  receipt  sent, 
for  the  subscriptions.  I  may  add  that  now  the  clcssj 
season  has  arrived  the  T.R.A.  are  about  to  purchase  a 
number  of  good  roach  for  the  Thames,  and  the  gift  of 
landlocked  salmon  will  be  accepted,  and  the  experiment 
tried  of  introducing  them  into  the  Thames.  I  hope  it  will 
be  successful  but  if  not  the  funds  of  the  society  will  not 
suffer  as  a  gentleman  has  kindly  offered  to  make  them  a 
present  to  the  society.  _  Mr.  Marston's  suggestion  that 
they  should  be  placed  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  river 
will  be  acted  upon. — Yours  truly,      F.  H.  Amphlett. 


for  coarse  fish  districts  (see  47  &  48  Viet.,  c.  11),  each 
having  similar  powers— so  far  as  applicable,  and  it  becomes 
the  dut  y  of  the  conservators  in  either  case  to  see  that  the 
Fishery  Acts  ai  o  properly  enforced. 

Every  possible  effort  has  for  several  years  now  been 
made  by  the  amalgamated  angling  associations,  and  many 
individual  clubs  to  induce  the  S.F.B.  to  enforce  the 
Fishery  laws.  At  the  same  time  it  has  been  pointed  out 
to  the  conservators  that  the  board  has  for  years  received  a 
considerable  portion  of  its  revenue  from  the  coarse  fish 
anglers,  while  absolutely  nothing  has  been  done  ia  their 
interest.  These  good  efforts  l^e  been  without  avail,  the 
enormous  destruction  of  fish  during  the  fence  months, 
particularly  at  the  weirs,  still  goes  on,  while  illegal 
netting,  night  lining,  &c,  is  almost  openly  carried  on. 
The  water  bailiff  stationed  at  Worcester  has  no  less  than 
foity  miles  of  the  river  to  look  after,  so  you  may  judge, 
sir,  what  a  harvest  the  pot  hunter  and  poacher  have 
during  the  fence  months. 

In  consequence  c f  this  we  have  made  a  stand,  and  have 
intimated  to  the  S.F.B.  that  trout  licences  will  not  again 
b9  taken  out  by  members  who  fish  for  coarse  fish  enly 
until  the  board  undertake  to  strictly  enforce  the  obser- 
vance of  the  fence  months,  and  to  make  every  effort  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  illegal  netting,  &c.  In  the  event  of  such 
undertaking  being  given,  trout  licences. will  be  taken  out 
by  one  and  all  as  usual,  although  the  right  of  the  beard  to 
tax  the  coarse  fish  angler  is  not  admitted. 

Trusting  this  letter  will  convince  your  correspondent 
that  we  know  what  we  are  about,  and  that  our 
intentions  are  for  good  ;  and  while  thanking  you  much  in 
anticipation  of  the  inserticn  of  my  letter,  I  would 
apologise  for  its  length,  and  plead  my  excuse  that  the 
subject  matter  is  of  great  interest  to  a  large  body  of 
anglers  and  readers  of  the  F.  G. — Yours  faithfully, 
Louis  F.  Higgs, 
Hon.  Sec.  Malvern  Association  of  Anglers. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND  WANTED. 
Sir,— I  would  resommend  "  J.  R.  B."  to  Colly  Bridge 
Hotel,  Bunbeg,  co.  Donegal,  for  sea  trout  fishing  on  rivers 
and  lakes,  and.  very  convenient  to  hotel.  Last  August  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  eighteen  beautiful  sea  trout 
caught  one  day  by  a  gentleman  staving  at  this  hotel.  His 
address  is,  Wm.  Myers,  Esq.,  P.'  O.  House,  Silecroft, 
Cumberland,  England. — Yours,  &c,  T.  W. 


MRS.  IZAAK  WALTON'S  DOWER  CHEST. 
Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "  The  Amateur  Angler's  " 
review  of  the  new  edition  of  "  Walton's  Compleat  Angler," 
giving  a  sketch  of  Izaak  Walton's  "  marriage  chest,"  it 
at  once  occurs  to  me  that  if  the  Earl  of  Warwick  would 
kindly  lend  it  for  the  forthcoming  Fisheries  Exhibition  he 
would  confer  a  favour  which  would  be  much  appreciated 
by  dear  old  Izaak  Walton's  innumerable  disciples. — Yours, 
&c  ,    H.  S.  Harland. 

SEA  TROUT  IN  THE  CASPIAN  SEA. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  recently  seen  h  sta*ed  in  the 
Caucasian  press,  and  upon  the  authority  of  local  specialists, 
that  Salmo  trutta  from  the  Caspian  Sea  run  up  the  Kura 
river  as  far  as  the  Aragva  in  order  to  spawn  in  the  latter, 
or  a  distance  of  some  350  miles. 

Is  not  this  an  unusual  distance  for  sea  trout  to  run,  and 
is  not  this  the  only  known  instance  of  their  being  found  in 
an  inland  sea  ? 

I  can  speak  personally  as  to  the  presence  of  Salmo  trutta 
in  ths  Black  Sea,  having  caught  them  in  rivers  of  the 
Russian  Caucasus,  which  flow  into  that  sea. — Yours,  &c, 

Kinchyle. 

[We  cannot  remember  any  instance  of  sea  trout  being 
found.to  run  so  far  up  a  river  to  spawn.  Asa  rule  they 
run  up  the  small  tributaries  nearest  the  estuary  of  the 
main  river.  It  is  interesting  to  know  there  are  sea  trout 
in  the  Black  Sea ,  and  ratheT  helps  Sir  Humphry  Davy's 
idea  that  the  hueho,  or  Danube  salmon,  goes  down  to  the 
Black  Sea  after  spawning  in  the  tributaries  of  the  Danube. 
—Ed]  . 

FISHING  IN  THE  ITALIAN  LAKES. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  some  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
information  as  to  good  trout  fishing  or  spinning  on  the 
Italian  lakes,  Como,  Maggiori,  Lujano,  in  April,  giving 
best  quarters,  hotels,  and  other  generally  useful  informa- 
tion, and  oblige  ? — Yours  truly,  Fishtoft. 

THE  THETFORD  ANGLER'S  CATCH. 

Dear  Sir, — I  am  sorry  that  the  catch  which  I  reported 
as  being  taken  by  Mr.  Randall  was  incorrect.  My  informa- 
tion was  obtained  from  several  gentlemen  from  Thetford. 
I  have  since  heard  that  it  was  another  party  that  caught 
them,  but  do  not  know  the  name.  I  am  sorry  that  such  a 
thing  occurred,  as  I  have  no  wish  to  send  untrue  reports  to 
your  paper.  Trusting  you  will  accept  this  explanation. — 
Yours,  &c,  ,  1.  RoLPn. 

Ram  Hotel,  Brandon. 


THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 

Sir, — I  have  to  thank  Mr.  Crumplen  for  his  correction 
in  your  last  week's  issue.  I  regret  to  hear  that  he  is  not 
to  be  the  secretary,  and  that  the  post  is  "  likely  to  be  of 
a  purely  honorary  character."  The  T.A.P.S.  cannot 
succeed  on  these  lines.  For  if  the  T.A.P.S.  is  to  be  a 
success,  it  must  have  a  secretary  well  known  to  anglers, 
and  full  of  determination  to  devote  a  vast  amount  of  time 
to  its  welfare. 

Mr.  Crumplen  might  have  explained  in  the  balance 
sheet  of  the  society  that  he  is  represented  to  give  a  yearly 
donation  of  £10  10s.,  and  a  yearly  subscription  of  £2  2s. 
to  the  T.A.P.S.,  but  that  instead  of  doing  so,  ho  allows 
the  society  the  use  of  his  office  free,  which  is  set  out  in  the 
T.A.P.S.  balance  sheet  as  rort  of  offices  £12  12s.  So  that 
the  T.A.P.S.  really  do  get,  as  I  suggested  thoy  ought  to 


the  other  hand,  the  line  passes  under  the  holder  (a)  to  the 
first  ring,  it  often  happens  that  when  the  critical  moment 
arrives  the  line  catches  up  at  the  back,  and  a  breakage  is 
the  result.  What  is  wanted  is  a  fork-shaped  holder,  or, 
better  still,  one  with  a  roller  or  grooved  wheel  arrange- 
ment, over  which  the  line  would  run  freely. — Yours,  &c, 

W.  H.  Brook. 
57,  Salcott-  read,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. 


THE  AUTOMATIC  WINCH. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  "  Doubtful,"  I  may  say  that  I 
have  used  an  automatic  winch  for  the  last  three  seasons, 
and  would  not  on  any  acsount  go  back  to  the  old  style. 
The  strong  spring  I  found  objectionable,  and  made  a 
winch  with  a  spring,  giving  the  same  resistance  as  an  ordi- 
nary check  winch. 

In  playing  a  fish  I  draw  in  the  line  with  the  left  hand, ' 
and  the  winch  is  set  so  as  to  take  it  in,  or,  if  necessary,  to 
give  it  out  automatically.  It  can  also  be  made  to  take  in 
line  only  on  touching  the  spring,  as  I  found  it  very  useful 
to  be  able  to  change  from  the  one  arrangement  to  the 
other  at  a  moment's  notice.  I  have  found  it  especially  use- 
ful in  worming  for  trout  or  in  fishing  fly  in  small  overhung 
streams  when  it  is  necessary  to  vary  the  length  of  line  out 
at  almost  every  cast.  In  playing  a  good  fish,  I  find  ouo 
has  far  greater  command  over  him  than  when  using  a 
winch  handle,  and  that  there  is  not  nearly  so  much  chance 
of  his  breaking  away  when  the  finest  gut  is  used,  as  the 
hind  is  so  sensitive  that  the  pull  on  the  line  can  be  varied 
instantaneously  and  by  very  fine  gradations. 

I  have  not  had  the  chance  of  trying  my  winch  at  salmon, 
but  am  certain  that  by  handling  the  line  I  could  kill  my 
fish  much  quicker  and  more  surely  than  I  used  to  with  the 
ordinary  winch.  I  shall  tako  an  early  opportunity  of 
showing  my  improved  winch  to  our  Editor  for  his  opinion 
on  it. —Yours,  Ac,  J.P.Wright. 

A  FISHERMA5  AND  POACHER. 
Dear  Sir, — It  was  with  surprise  and  indignation  one 
read  "Wrentail's"  effusion  on  "An  Ulster  Fisherman 
and  Poacher."  Now;  1  have  not  the  slightest  idea  who 
"  Wrentail  "  is,  but  his  ponegyric  on  "  Charlie,"  who  was, 
from  his  own  account,  a  poacher  of  the  very  worst  type, 
is  as  misplaced  as  it  is  harmful.   Misplaced,  because  his 


SEVERAL  ITEMS. 

Dear  Sir,—"  Walton's  Compleat  Angler."— At  the  sale' 
of  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Crawfurd's  library,  in  the  spring  of 
1876,  a  set  of  the  first  three  editions  of  this  book  produced 
£100.  At  the  present  time  a  first  edition  is  worth  about 
four  and  a  half  times  this  sum. 

Tame  Trout.— When  Coleridge,  Dorothy,  and  Wm. 
Wordsworth  _  visited  Dumbarton  Castle,  during  their 
Scotch  tour,  in  August  1803,  they  were  shown  a  trout  in 
a  well  there,  where  he  was  said  to  have  lived  thirty  years. 
(Journal,  by  Dorothy  Wordsworth,  p.  61). 

Marks  on  John  Dory. — The  "Doree"  was  formerly 
hung  up  in  churches,  on  account  of  the  remarkable  spots 
which  appear  on  each  side,  which  were  said  to  be  the 
marks  of  St.  Christopher's  fingers,  who  caught  this  fish 
as  he  was  carrying  our  Saviour  over  a  ford  ;  or,  according? 
to  others,  because  this  was  the  fish  out  of  wh'036  mouth' 
St.  Peter  took  the  money  wherewith  to  pay  tribute,  and 
tl  at  the  spots  are  elegant  representations  of  the  coin, 
being  left  as  a  memorial  of  the  miracle.  (Dr.  Brookes  in 
the  Art  of  Angling,  ed.  1766). 

Local  Fish  Names. — I  should  think  the  coal  fish 
(Merlangus  carbonarius)  is  known  by  more  varied 
names  than  any  other  fish,  viz.,  baddock,  billet,  billard, 
black  pollack,  black  jack,  black  coalsay,  blockan,  blocking, 
coal,  coal  fish,  coalsay,  coalsey,  coal  whiting,  colemie, 
colmey,  cooth,  cudden,  cuddy,  dargie,  gilpin,  glassock, 
?lashan,  gloasan,  glossin,  green  cod,  green  pollack,  grey, 
lord,  gull  fish,  harbin,  kuth,  lob,  lob  keling,  moulrush, 
parr,  piltock,  podley,  poddlie,  podling,  pollack,  prinkle,' 
runing  pollack,  rawlin  pollack,  rock  salmon,  raw  pollaok, 
saithe,  sethe,  soy,  sey  pollack,  sillock,  skrae  fish,  stenlock, 
and  tibrie. 

P.S. — I  should  very  much  like  to  know  the  meaning  of 
gilpin,  harbin,  piltook,  kuth,  moulrush,  dargie,  pi  inkle  j- 
rawlin,  sillock,  stenlock,  tibrie,  and  cooth. — 1  am,  Ac, 

O.  Ut  J 

(Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


Startling  News  is  daily  coming  to  hand  of  sad  acoldenjjl 
murders  and  minor  criminal  offences,  but  it  is  astonishing  that 
thousands  of  people  dio  in  our  midst  overy  week,  and  no  notice 
is  taken  of  the  fact.  Yet  such  a  terrible  calamity  could  be  pre- 
vented if  more  stringent  attention  was  paid  to  the  laws  of  health, 
If  people  would  only  deal  seriously  with  slight  allmontK  thoy 
would  not  develop  into  fatal  dlsousex.  There  are  thousands  of 
pornonN  killed  yearly  simply  through  uoglect.  Holloway's  Pills 
and  Ointment  can  prevent  as  well  as  cure,  disease,  and  If  they 
wore  used  according  to  directions,  thoro  would  sotfn  be  a  dccrekM 
in  the  death  rate,  They  can  be  obtained  from  all  chemlsti  and 
medicine  vendors, 


April  3,  1897] 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

iNGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSTP. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  3rd,  1897. 

[THE  MODEL  OF  THE  THAMES  AND 
THAMES  VALLEY. 

She  imperial  institute  yachting 
and  fisheries  exhibition. 


First  List  of  Donations. 

The    Council    of   the    Imperial  £     s.  d. 

Institute    100    0  0 

Proprietors  of  the  Field  Newspaper  121    0  0 

Captain  Sir  Alfred .Jeph son,  R.N.  10  10  0 

Fishing  Gazette    10  10  0 

Ed.  Sturdy    5   5  0 

Wm.  Bartleet  and  Sons,  Abbey 

Mill?,  Redditch         .            .  S    5  I) 

John  G.  Morten    1    1  0 

■  Colonel  Stanley  Clark   110 

Clias.  D.  Tustin    2    2  0 

W.  Clowes  and  Sons,  Limited  5    5  <> 

Wm.  Creasey   2    2  0 

S.  W.  Searle   110 

Alfred  C.  Harmaworth    1  10 

Wm.  Thomas   1    1  0 

A.  W.  C.  ...    10  0 

Lord  Inverurie    1    0  0 

Lychnobite  Society    (per    J.  E. 

Griffiths,  hon.  sec.)    0  10  6 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the 
above  donations  (given  or  promised)  amounting 
already  to  nearly  €170. 

I  shall  be  very  glad  if  the  angling  societies  and 
associations  will  help  us  to  make  the  model  as 


perfect  as  possible.  Perhaps  secretaries  who  have 
not  received  a  copy  of  the  illustrated  circular, 
giving  full  particulars  of  the  affair,  will  kindly 
communicate  with  me  ? 

I  am  glad  to  say  the  model  itself  is  progressing 
rapidly,  and  I  shall  be  greatly  mistaken  if,  from 
what  I  have  seen  of  it,  it  does  not  prove  to  be  an 
exceedingly  attractive  feature  of  the  Imperial 
Institute  Exhibition,  which  is  to  be  opened  on 
May  17  by  their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Prince  and 
Princess  of  Wales  and  the  Duke  of  York. 

The  model  will  be  about  .r>ft.  wide,  and  nearly 
50ft.  long,  and  we  hope  to  show  not  only  the  river 
flowing  down,  but  also  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide 
from  Teddington  to  the  Nore  Light. 

R.  B.  Marston  (Ed.  Fishing  Gazette), 
Hon.  Sec.  and  Treasurer, 

St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  E.G. 


ON  THE  DESIRABILITY  OF  BEING 
ABLE  TO  DRESS  A  FLY. — No.  2. 

(Con  I  in  tied,  from  page  159.) 

ON  THE  EXACT  IMITATION  THEORY. 


By  "Athenian." 

There  are  few  questions  of  more  general 
interest  among  fly-fishers  than  that  of  how  far  it 
is  necessary  or  expedient  that  the  artificial  fly  on 
the  cast  should  resemble  the  natural  fly  on  the 
water.  It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  devote  a 
chapter  to  its  discussion,  as  the  utility  of  high- 
class  fly-dressing,  and  the  methods  to  be  followed 
therein,  are  practically  determined  by  its  answer. 

I  have  myself  always  found  the  exact  imita- 
tion theory  a  safe  one  by  which  to  be  guided,  at 
any  rate  when  fish  are  well  on  the  feed.  I  con- 
stantly observe,  when  wet-fly  fiishing,  that  trout 
will  show  an  unmistakeable  preference  for  a  good 
imitation  of  one  of  the  natural  flies  to  be  seen  at 
the  time,  no  matter  in  what  position  on  the  cast 
it  is  placed.  Indeed,  occasions  are  of  frequent 
occurrence  when  it  is  useless  to  fish  with  any 
other. 

As  another  argument  from  direct  experience,  I 
may  say  that  I  have  been  forced  to  the  conclusion 
that,  when  several  species  of  flies  are  on  the  water 
at  the  same  time,  a  feeding  fish  will,  as  a  rule, 
confine  his  attentions  to  one  of  them.  This  fact 
rests  not  only  on  observations  of  the  fish  while  in 
the  water,  but  on  the  evidence  of  post-mortem 
examination  I  have  always  made  a  habit  of 
examining  the  stomachs  of  the  fish  I  catch,  and 
have  generally  found  those  of  surface  feeders  to 
contain  but  one  species  of  fly  in  any  considerable 
quantity — even  when  more  than  one  species  had 
been  continuously  abundant,  and  where  this  was 
not  the  case  each  species  was  so  massed  together 
by  itself  as  equally  well  to  support  my  belief  that 
the  trout  at  his  ordinary  meals  is  no  lover  of 
nondescript  dishes  or  variety  for  variety's  sake. 

Why  a  trout  should  exercise  this  selective  faculty 
am  I  at  a  loss  to  explain.  It  may  be  for  many 
reasons.  It  may  be  that  he  is  a  creature  of  highly 
cultivated  taste.  Certainly  no  creature  is  supplied 
with  daintier  food  with  which  to  develop  such. 
Or  it  may  be  that  all  the  lower  animals  are 
extremely  conservative  in  their  nature,  perhaps 
because  it  saves  them  the  trouble  of  thinking, 
or  by  reason  of  a  sort  of  self -hypnotism.  A 
remarkable  instance  of  this  kind  is  that  of  the 
bee,  which  may  often  be  noticed  to  go  from  one 
flower  to  another  of  the  same  colour,  avoiding 
those  whose  colour  is  different.  I  am  aware  that 
this  serves  a  useful  purpose  in  properly  fertilising 
seed,  but  it  is  in  the  bee's  own  personal  motives 
that  I  am  at  present  interested.  And  surely,  if 
such  exist  at  all,  they  must  contain  their  element 
of  selfishness.  Are  not  all  economic  institutions 
sustained  on  this  principle  ? 

If,  then,  the  trout's  habits  in  feeding  are  such 
as  I  have  attempted  to  prove  them,  the  exact 
imitation  theory  stands  upon  an  exceedingly  firm 
basis.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  affix  indelibly 
insciibed  labels  to  the  character  of  any  indi- 
vidual, still  less  to  that  of  any  species  which 
shall  at  all  times  truly  describe  it,  and  so  it  is  not 
unlikely  that  we  should  meet  with  occasional 
contrary  instances.  But,  in  my  opinion,  these 
contrary  instances  are  not  really  so  numerous  as 
they  would  seem  to  be.  In  the  first  place,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  our  thinking  in  many  cases 
where  "  the  wrong  fly  "  is  taken  that  it  is  taken 


rather  for  its  resemblance  to  the  "right"  one 
than  for  its  divergence  from  it.*  And,  again, 
many  instances  that  appear  contrary  in  a  more 
convincing  degree  may,  in  reality,  not  be  contrary 
at  all.  For  example:  Fish  are  often  feeding  on 
sunk  flies,  or  flies  just  as  they  are  assuming  the 
dun,  or  pseudimago,  state  beneath  the  surface  of 
the  water,  and  the  success  of  some  particular 
artificial  may  be  due  to  its  resemblance  to  this  fly. 

In  my  opinion,  also,  some  instances  of  fancy 
flies  and  others  being  found  more  useful  thai 
good  copies  of  the  natural  fly  before  us  at  time  a 
when  fish  appear  to  be  feeding  well  are  to  be 
satisfactorily  explained  by  the  theory  that  the 
fish  are  in  reality  only  "tailing"  the  said  natural 
fly.  My  own  experience  lends  a  certain  amount 
of  evidence,  since,  on  several  occasions,  when  I- 
have  found  a  random  change  of  fly  to.  result  in  a 
capture,  the  i-ises  have  not  been  of  that  steady,  un- 
obtrusive kind,  as  when  a  fish  means  business,  but 
of  a  wanton,  sportive,  tumbling  character,  often 
making  the  water  fairly  boil,  and  myself  fairly 
wild  with  excitement,  but  in  the  rarest  of  instance  a 
betokening  anything  but  an  empty  creel . 

At  this  stage  I  should,  perhaps,  remark  that  n.y 
observations  have  all  been  taken  on  a  river  wheie 
insect  food  is  abundant.  I  can  well  understand 
that  where  this  is  not  the  case  other  conditions  may 
obtain  very  different  from  those  which  I  have 
been  considering.  I  know  that  those  who  fish 
such  waters  are  often  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  of 
little  importance  what  fly  is  used.  I  trust,  how- 
ever, that  I  have  already  said  enough  to  show 
that  this,  when  stated  as  a  general  truth,  is  a 
creed  which  does  discredit  alike  to  fishennan  and 
fish. 

There  is  now  a  third  theory  to  be  examined. 
That  which,  assuming  an  analogy  more  or 
less  complete  between  the  purpose  of  the  fly- 
fisher  and  that  of  the  advertiser,  lays  down  the 
rule  that,  whereas  the  latter  sometimes  finds  it 
advantageous  to  attract  attention  by  a  misspelt 
word  or  some  striking  incongruity,  the  former 
may  hope  for  good  results  from  the  use  of  an  arti- 
ficial fly  resembling  the  natural  in  most  respects, 
but  with  such  a  difference  as  may  be  expected  to 
excite  curiosity  but  not  engender  fright.  This,  1 
think,  is  a  fair  statement  of  the  views  advanced 
as  plausible  by  "  Mona"  in  the  F.  G.  some  months 
ago,  and  vigorously  controverted  by  "  Pheasant 
Tail." 

There  may  be  much  good  sense  in  the  idea,  as  I 
shall  hereafter  attempt  to  show,  if  applied  only  at 
times  when  fish  are  not  feeding ;  but,  if  I  reason 
aright,  it  depends  on  an  obvious  fallacy  when  its  f 
application  is  extended.  A  feeding  fish  cannot  be 
considered  to  be  in  an  ordinary  casual  state  of 
consciousness.  It  is,  we  should  expect,  by  virtue 
of  being  a  feeding  fish,  in  a  state  open  to  receive 
one  certain  impression,  namely,  the  image  of  the 
fly  on  which  it  is  feeding,  and  relatively 
impervious  to  all  other  impressions  of  no  greater 
inherent  magnitude;  in  fact,  in  a  state  com- 
parable rather  to  that  of  a  person  scanning  a 
hoarding  for  a  well-known  advertisement  he  wishes 
to  see,  the  hoarding  containing  only  advertise- 
ments of  about  the  same  size  and  general 
characteristics,  than  to  that  of  an  unpreoccupied 
bystander.  And  j  list  as  any  advertisement  would 
attract  the  attention  of  the  said  man  in  a  degree 
proportionate  to  its  resemblance  of  the  one  of 
which  he  is  in  search,  so  the  nearer  one's  artificial 
resembles  the  fly  which  is  being  taken  at  the  time,- 
the  better  is  it  calculated  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  fish. 

To  present  to  such  a  fish  an  artificial  re- 
presenting a  different  fly,  or  designedly 
"freakish,"  is  therefore  without  any  excuse  that 
I  am  able  to  find,  and  is  only  calculated  to 
arouse  suspicion,  and  draw  attention  to  the  main 
point  of  "  freakishness,"  namely,  the  presence  of 
the  hook.  At  best  it  is  only  to  substitute  for  an 
imitation  of  something  that  the  fish  expectr, 
wants,  and  knows  it  wants,  that  of  something 
having  no  such  certain  recommendation. 

This  latter  remark,  which  is  almost  independent, 
of  any  assumption  as  to  the  trout's  nature,  will 
apply — though  with  somewhat  diminished  force — 
where  trout  are  not  actually  feeding  but  "  waiting 
for  the  rise."  Hence,  in  this  case,  it  is  well  to 
commence     with    artificials    like    the  insecls 


*  It  is  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  it  is  tho  smaller 
trout  that  display  tho  greatest  laxity  of  choice  ;  also  that 
different  species  of  flies  "on"  together  arc  usual 


diei-imilar;  e.g. 


...  .Uy  very 
tho  May  Fly,  Alder,  and  Black  Gnat. 
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seasonable  at  the  time,  though  other  patterns 
may  meet  with  good  success,  especially  when 
cast  and  recast  so  a9  to  create  the  idea  that  flies 
of  this  sort  are  passing  over  the  fish  in  large 
numbers.*  But  when  we  can  satisfy  ourselves 
that  the  inaction  of  the  fish  is  due  to  satiety,  or, 
as  may  often  be  the  case  in  the  summer  time,  a 
disinclination  to  spoil  their  appetites  for  supper, 
we  have  quite  a  different  case  with  which  to  deal. 

When  our  quarry,  their  banquet  over,  have 
betaken  themselves  sub  tegmine  fagi  to  enjoy  that 
blissful  state  of  lazy  repose  which  we  anglers  are 
sometimes  privileged  to  share,  it  is  then  that  the 
energetic  of  our  number  should  mount  their 
Wickhams  or  other  heretical  lures  that  their 
fancies  may  dictate.  Such  a  fly  might  then,  as 
being  an  unaccustomed  sight,  and  as  displaying 
unusually  bold  contrasts  of  colour,  force  itself 
upon  the  unoccupied  attention  of  the  lethargic 
fish  when  another  would  pass  by  unobserved.  It 
might  thus  stir  it  into  that  impulsive  activity 
which  is  consequent  on  the  sudden  arousal  of  the 
faculties  in  both  man  and  lower  animal,  and 
which,  being  unaccompanied  either  by  suspicion 
or  even  ordinary  caution,  is  a  state  propitious  to 
the  success  of  the  angler's  strategy. 

We  can  see  no  need  to  frame  any  far-fetched 
theories  to  explain  why  the  trout  takes  fancy 
flies.  It  would  seem  quite  sufficient  to  say  that 
he  evidently  regards  them  as  things  endowed  with 
life,  and  weaker  than  himself;  and  the  same 
obvious  explanation  will,  of  course,  apply  in  the 
salmon's  case  also.  The  theory  that  it  is  rage 
that  causes  salmon  and  trout  to  rise  at  nondescript 
flies  seems  quite  unnecessary.  Is  it  rage  that 
makes  the  child,  the  natural  child,  kill  a  fly  on 
the  window  pane — or,  years  later,  throw  stones  at 
birds — or,  years  later  still,  take  delight  in  catching 
uneatable  fish?  Why  should  we  not  give  all 
circumstances  their  much  more  obvious  explana- 
tion, as  manifestations,  of  the  predatory  instinct 
in  predatory  animals  ? 

It  will  not  be  necessary  to  remind  the  reader 
that  hitherto  I  have  only  been  discussing  the 
ideals  to  be  aimed  at  in  trout  fly  making  without 
reference  to  the  manner  of  carrying  them  out  in 
practice. 

My  opinions  are  much  more  puritanical  than 
my  actions. 

Video  meliora  proboque,  deteriora  sequor. 

Considerations  of  convenience  often  lead  me 
to  be  content  with  something  short  of  what  I 
might,  with  more  labour,  accomplish.  After  all, 
when  it  is  remembei-ed  that  the  trout,  under 
advantageous  circumstances,  sees  our  fly  for  but 
one  critical  moment,  we  can  easily  believe  that, 
after  a  certain  stage  is  reached,  each  degree  of 
closer  resemblance  to  nature  has  a  smaller 
value  than  the  last,  and  that,  if  the  main 
characteristics  of  the  natural  are  expressed 
in  the  artificial,  the  latter  may  be  considered 
a  good  one.  Let  us  take  an  example : 
The  medium  Olive  Dun  has  a  body  olive  green 
down  the  back,  olive  yellow  underneath,  and  with 
sides  ribbed  with  both  colours ;  but  since  the 
sides  are  most  exposed  to  the  fish's  view,  their 
impression  on  the  eye  must  so  predominate  as  to 
make  it  sufficient  that  the  whole  body  of  the 
artificial  should  uniformly  resemble  them. 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  SWANS  AND  THE  SPAWNING 
THAMES  FISH. 


Mr.  Walter  Emden,  J.P.,  L.C.C.,  has  quickly 
redeemed  his  promise  to  the  Central  Association 
and  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society. 
Thanks  to  his  efforts,  a  question  will  be  asked  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  within  a  very  few  days, 
as  to  the  removal  of  swans  from  the  Thames 
during  the  fish  spawning  season,  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  the  means  of  inducing  the  authorities  to 
grant  anglers  so  great  a  boon. 


Perch  and  Tkncii  Wanted  for  Stocking. — 
The  secretary  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association, 
Mr.  F.  C.  Forth,  13,  Green-street,  Bath,  informs 
us  that  his  association  will  be  glad  to  hear  from 
persons  having  live  perch  and  tench  for  sale;  also 
trout. 


*  This  is  the  theory  of  the  late  David  Fostar.  Vide 
"  The  Scientific  Angler  "  re  red  caterpillars, 


FISH  TAILS  AND  SOME  TRUE 
ONES* 


This  is  one  of  the  best  books  of  angling 
reminiscences  which  I  have  ever  come  across. 
In  the  first  place,  there  is  absolutely  no  vulgarity 
about  it,  ana,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  vulgarity  is  one 
of  the  commonest  attributes  of  the  general  run  of 
angling  reminiscences.  There  are  not  many  books 
of  the  kind  that  I  would  care  to  recommend  an 
angler  to  put  into  his  creel  with  his  fly  book  to 
read  over  a  pipe  in  the  evening  after  a  day's  fish- 
ing ;  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in  doing  so  in  this 
case,  and  I  would  add  that  anyone  going  to 
Norway  will  find  a  good  deal  of  useful  information 
about  fishing  in  that  country,  to  which  several  of 
the  chapters  specially  refer. 

All  who  care  to  read  most  gracefully  written 
accounts  of  fishing  experiences  will  appreciate  this 
book  ;  not  that  all  people  care  to  read  about  other 
people's  doings,  for  1  remember  asking  a  very 
well-known  angling  authority  to  write  some 
reminiscences,  but  he  declined,  saying  that  he 
thought  reminiscences  "  rot." 

Our  author's  wife  went  with  him  to  Norway, 
and  contributes  part  of  a  chapter,  from  which  I 
have  made  the  following  extracts : — 

When  wa  were  seated  over  the  week-old  newspap3rs, 
after  dinner,  my  wife  happened  to  make  the  rare  complaint 
that  there  were  no  more  stockings  to  mend,  so  I  suggested 
that  she  should  embady  her  notion  of  the  day's  experiences 
in  prose,  if  she  was  capable  of  the  effort,  so  that  we  could 
compare  two  pictures  of  the  same  view  created  in  the 
brains  of  two  artists  working  independently ;  and  this  is 
what  she  produced  : — 

"  My  husband  laughed  at  me  so  dreadfully  for  not  being 
able  to  catch  anything  with  my  new  trout  rod,  that  I  made 
up  my  mind  to  consult  tha  boatmen  privately,  induce  them 
to  give  me  what  Mr.  Wilton  cal!ed  '  the  straight  tip,' 
when  he  was  here,  and  then  surprise  even  body,  some  fine 
day,  with  a  basket  of  fishes,  '  part  as  yellow  as  a  marygold, 
and  part  as  white  as  a  lily.'  I  knew  it  was  sasy  enough 
when  you  learned  just  how  it  was  done,  like  water-colour 
sketching,  or  crewel-work,  but  I  felt  that  I  had  not 
yet  acquired  the  knack.  I  used  to  go  out  with  my  husband 
in  the  evening  sometimes,  and  whip  the  water  for  half  an 
hour  or  so  after  his  labour  with  the  big  rod  was  over ;  but 
it  never  resulted  in  my  getting  a  rise  out  of  anything 
except  that  long-suffering  master.  I  came  to  the  openly- 
expressed  conclusion  that  there  were  no  fish  to  catch, 
though  it  was  provoking  to  see  what  a  large  river  there 
was  for  them  to  lie  in  ;  but  when  I  made  this  observation 
to  old  Mr.  Jackson,  who  seems  a  very  old-fashioned  kind 
of  fisherman,  he  only  said  there  were  plenty  of  fish  but 
no  water,  which  was  obviously  absurd.  Anyhow,  fly 
fishing  is  rather  tiresome  at  first,  as  you  catch  those  hooky 
little  flies  in  your  frock  or  on  bushes  ;  but  after  a  time  I 
managed  to  learn  how  to  throw  the  whole  thing  nicely 
upon  the  stream  :  however,  I  never  caught  anything. 

"The  boatmen,  Eric  and  Anders,  were  generally 
engage!,  of  course,  in  their  legitimate  duties — gaffing 
salmon  for  the  men  of  our  party  when  they  fished,  or 
dragging  about  guns  and  ammunition  on  the  fjeld  (when 
anybody  went  rype-shooting),  splicing  lines  and  drying 
them,  and  so  foith — but  there  was  a  vague  sort  of  promise 
that  they  should  take  us  up  one  day  to  a  lake  about  three 
miles  off  to  cafch  unsophisticated  trout.  I  therefore  got 
h  Id  of  them  one  evening  after  a  blank  day,  and  suggested 
fixing  a  date  for  the  expedition.  They  were  always  awfully 
pulite  to  me,  and  readily  promised  to  suggest  a  day's  rest 
on  tlin  morrow  from  salmon  fishing  in  order  to  try  the 
'  licks,'  if  the  bright  weather  held.  A  shower  of  rain 
would,  of  course,  change  everything,  and  glue  them  to  the 
valley.  They  admired  my  tackle  in  their  funny  broken 
English,  and  showed  great  interest  in  my  artificial  worms, 
which  were  made  of  gelatine  expressly  for  ladies,  and 
certainly  looked  very  attractive  ;  but  as  I  am  bound  to 
say  I  never  know  anybody  who  had  ciught  anything  with 
them,  I  suppose  fish  are  like  boys,  and  love  cruelty. 

#      ■  S^y      #        #  » 

"  After  rowing  all  over  the  water  and  round  tho  islands, 
we  1  inded  and  had  a  jolly  picnic  clo3e  to  where  the  stream 
runs  out  of  the  lake.  I  do  not  know  when  I  have  felt  so 
hungry.  The  boatman  camped  by  themselves  at  a 
respectful  distance,  and  solemnly  munched  _  their  brown 
bread  as  if  the  idea  never  entered  into  their  heads  that 
anyone  could  offer  them  a  choice  sandwich,  or  a  drop  of 
smiky  whisky,  so  incomprehensibly  dear  to  the  male 
pilate  ;  but  you  may  be  sure  they  were  not  forgotten,  for, 
as  all  good  children  know,  nothing  is  ever  lost  by  that 
kind  of  behaviour.  After  the  last  crumb  had  disappeared, 
Anders  showed  us  tho  very  simple  arrangement  by  which 
I  lie  water  was  prevented  from  escaping  too  quickly  from 
the  lake  into  the  stream.  It  was  a  wooden  door,  some- 
thing like  a  lock-gato  on  tho  Thames,  only  it  pulled  up  and 
down  instead  of  opening  inwards,  and  regulated  exactly 
the  depth  of  water  in  the  stream.  I  soon  understood  what 
Eiic  had  meant  when  he  said  that  he  would  'raise  tho 
water  much,'  and  ]  was  cheered  by  Anders'  confident 
assertion  that  though  I  had  failed  in  the  like  I  should 
catch  plenty  in  the  stream.  I  walked  a  few  yards  down 
with  him  to  try  the  first  pool,  leaving  the  other  lady  to 
make  a  sketch,  while  Eric  set  off  on  a  foraging  expedition 
to  a  neighbouring  miter,  or  summer  farmhouse,  for  milk. 

*  Fisn  Tails  ani>  Some  Tkuk  Oneh.  By  Bradnock 
Ball.   Illustrated.   London!  I'M.  Arnold, 


The  pool  was  about  as  large  as  the  kitchen  floDr  in  a  smal 
villa,  and  of  a  beautiful  deep-brown  colour;  the  water  wa 
only  moving  very,  very  slowly ;  and  although  I  trailed  tn< 
flies  across  and  across  in  a  graceful  and  enticing  manner 
nothing  happened.  I  asked  Aidfrs  why  they  did  no; 
lite,  and  if  he  thought  they  would  like  a  gelatine  worm 
To  both  queues  he  replied,  grinniug,  '  Oh,  I  dora  v,'  hu 
added  that  it  might  ba  as  well  to  try.  I  accordingly  tried 
with  no  result.  I  then  inquired,  lather  fretfully,  I  fear 
why  the  other  man  did  not  turn  on  more  water  and  let  on 
some  of  the  lake  trout,  and  sent  Anders  to  investigate,  am 
to  lift  the  sluice  gate  hims?lf,  stru.c.  Eric  soon  after 
wards  came  hurrying  down  to  say  that  the  water  wa| 
coming,  bidding  me  prepare  for  a  miraculous  draught  o 
fishes.  I  laughed  at  his  enthusiasm  and  his  English,  an 
asked  where  my  sketching  fiiend  was  ;  to  which  he  replied 
peering  under  his  hand,  '  I  cannot  look  hsr,  she  kipg  oi 
drawing  the  lick,  I  specs.' 

"  Up  to  this  moment,  you  understand,  I  had  neve  j 
caught  a  trout  in  my  life ;  but  just  when  I  was  fairl; 
tickled  at  the  honest  Norseman's  original  expressions,  hi 
hastily  drew  my  attention  to  the  water,  which  was  rising 
and  curling  and  swirling  in  a  most  unwonted  manner.'  H 
a  minute  all  the  little  pools  seemed  joined  into  one  rush 
instead  of  being  peac?fully-  scatter,  d  about — in  fact,  i 
was  a  kiid  of  artificial  freshet,  a  pocket  spite  ;  and  as  '.] 
once  more,  with  renewed  hope,  cast  my  line  across  it,  !j 
actually  felt  a  tug.  Then  I  knew  that  I  had  hooked  a  figl 
at  list,  and  all  the  special  directions  1  had  been  givei 
crowded  in  confusion  upon  my  brain,  until  1  could  no 
reirember  whether  I  ought  to  wade  in,  or  run  back,  or  le 
out  string,  or  what.  While  in  this  state  of  doubt,  '.\ 
instinctively  gave  a  violent  jerk,  like  that  little  girl  wi 
watched  at  Ullesjvater,  and,  much  to  my  delight,  saw  t 
very  nice  trout  jump  out  at  the  end  of  my  line  and  fl; 
airily  over  my  head  on  to  the  tank,  when  the  boatmai 
seized  it  and  administered  the  happy  despatch.  Witll 
much  half-suppressed  merriment  he  explained  that  thi 
feminine  method  was  quite  contrary  to  the  rules  of  thi 
game,  for  fish  should  be  landed  more  slowly,  and  by  thi 
net.  However,  I  consoled  myself  by  reflecting  that  thi 
object  of  fishing  is  to  catch  fish,  and  I  had  caught  one 
Indeed,  I  very  soon  secured  two  ;  and  pulled  in  the  seconi 
for  Eric  to  net  in  the  orthodox  manner,  which  he  did  verj 
neat'y.  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  more  fish  in  thi 
pool ;  and  when  we  got  down  to  the  next  likely  place,  thi, 
water  was  getting  low  again,  and  so,  bsing  tired,  I  acp'i 
left  off,  and  went  back  to  our  camp  to  make  the  tea,  mnci 
elated  at  having,  at  last,  succeeded  in  really  catching  somil 
trout  all  by  myself.  I  need  hardly  say  that  my  husbaw 
jeered  a  little  when  I  showed  him  the  tnig  on  wl  ich  m; 
tinny  prey  were  strung,  and  said  he  could  claim  the  benefi 
of  the  Act  passed  to  protect  people  from  fish  breakfast! 
more  than  six  days  a  week,  and  a  lot  of  nonsense  of  tha| 
kind  ;  but  I  secretly  think  he  was  rather  proud  of  me." 

The  book  is  most  attractively  produced  ;  some 
of  the  illustrations  are  very  good.  In  fact,  thi 
and  Col.  Malleson's  book  are  among  the  best  con; 
tributions  ever  made  to  the  great  stream  o! 
angling  literature.  R.  B.  Marston. 


THE  THAMES  FISHERY  AND 
THE  T.A.P.S. 


After  nearly  forty  years'  connection  with  th< 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  our  ok 
friend,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  has  resigned  th< 
secretaryship,  and  I  think  that  the  numberlesi 
anglers  who  knew  him,  will  agree  with  me  that 
now  is  a  fitting  time  to  give  expression  to  om 
knowledge  of  the  admirable  and  faithful  wori 
that  gentleman  and  his  committee  did  in  th( 
past,  and  more  recent  members  of  it  have  con 
tinued  to  do  up  to  the  present  time  in  developing 
stocking,  and  preserving  that  portion  of  tlit 
Thames  fishery  which  is  under  their  supervision 
The  fact  that  during  the  past  season  I  18)M>)  troul 
of  9|lb.,  91b.,  8flb.,  81b.,  two  of  8Ub.,  and  two  o! 
7=|lb.,  besides  numerous  others  from  7£lb.  to  4.Ub. 
have  been  caught  in  the  river  between  Stainef 
and  Shepperton,  testifies  to  efficient  watching,  ant 
shows  conclusively  that  the  grand  fario  of  th( 
Thames  have  been  well  preserved.  This  will  ala< 
apply  to  other  fish,  for  pike  of  121b.,  111b.,  an< 
101b.  have  been  captured  as  near  to  London  at 
Sunbury,  and  many  of  large  size  between  then 
and  Staines  ;  while  at  Twickenham,  Teddiu^toD 
and  Sunbury,  &.c,  scores  of  barbel  from  10!  lb.  b 
51b.  ;  bream,  5i|  lb.  to  4$lb. ;  a  carp  of  101b.  ;  chut 
from  5;{lb.  to  41b. ;  roach  of  21b.  each ;  and  large  daw 
in  considerable  quantities  have  been  caught ;  anc 
perch  are  again  making  a  "  brave  show  "  in  mosl 
parts  of  the  river.  All  this  is  very  encouraging 
and  quite  convincing  that  the  capital  work  donf 
by  the  T.A.P.S.  and  their  secretary  has  resultec 
in  much  benefit  to  anglers,  also  that  the  Thames 
is  now  one  of  the  best  stocked  rivers  in  England. 

Mr.  Brougham  became  connected  with  thfl 
Society  in  1858,  was  a  committeeman  in  1S.">!>,  and! 
soon  after  elected  its  secretary,  one  of  his  firsll 
acts  being  that  of  preventing  the  slaughter  oil 
undersized  fish,  and  obtaining  the  conviction  oil 
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'0  anglers  who  had  caught  and  kept  eighty- 
ree  roach,  of  not  more  than  4in.  length, 
etween  1860  and  1863, 177  brace  of  grayling  and 
12  brace  of  trout,  in  spawn,  were  placed  in  the 
hames  at  and  near  Sunbury,  where  also  since 
en  298  trout  of  9in.  and  lOin.  length  have  been 
.rned  into  the  river;  also  some  hundreds  of 
nmg  rudd,  and  500  yearling  trout,  between 
ingston  and  Penton  Hook,  presented  through 
ie  editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  by  Mr.  R.  A. 
irew,  of  Winchester,  and  these  fario  _  were 
ipplemented  by  the  purchase  of  a  similar 
lantity,  which  were  also  distributed  in  the 
hames  at  localities  adapted  to  their  welfare. 
On  June  24,  1857,  the  then  Lord  Mayor  of 
ondon,  in  his  State  barge,  visited  Teddington, 
hen  he  expressed  himself  ready  to  hear  any 
ejections  raised  by  the  fishermen  and  others 
jainst  the  construction  of  'a  new  "  fish  preserve  ' 
'  that  neighbourhood ;  and  on  Aug.  31  of  the 
tme  year  he  signified  his  approval,  adding  a 
squest  that  the  staking  of  it,  and  sinking  of  old 
oats,  punts,  &c,  should  be  completed  before 
ept.  29,  when  the  New  Conservancy  Act  would 
jme  into  operation.  Five  punts  were  sunk,  two 
on  waggons,  450  stakes  were  driven,  six  two-horse 
>ads  of  large  brick  burrs,  twenty  egg  chests 
lied  with  stones  and  covered  with  tenter-hooks, 
;n  tar  barrels,  and  two  large  sugar  casts  (tenter- 
ooked),  two  punt  loads  of  old  iron  gas  lamps, 
fty  large  flint  stones,  three  sacks  full  of  tin 
attings ;  and  these,  with  similar  impediments 
mk  elsewhere,  thoroughly  prevented  netting  in 
Dme  important  parts  of  the  river  when  netting 
as  legal,  at  the  same  time  providing  excellent 
arbours  for  fish. 

Aug.  3,  1886,  inaugurated  the  abolition  of 
etting  between  the  City  Stone  at  Staines  and 
sleworth  Ferry  in  the  tideway,  except  by  the  use 
f  a  bait  net,  minnow  net,  or  a  landing  net. 
Jut  many  lakes,  including  those  in  the  Home 
'ark  and  Bushey  Park,  were  netted  by  permis- 
ion  of  the  Home  Office ;  also  Lord  Amherst's  at 
lontreal,  Sevenoaks,  and  Osterley  Park  Lake 
the  Earl  of  Jersey's)— permits  being  granted  by 
he  owners,  and  many  tons  of  fish  were  conveyed 
live  to  and  placed  in  the  Thames,  among  them 
normous  tench  and  carp,'  of  the  latter  some 
reigning  141b.  and  161b.  each,  besides  pike  of 
arge  size.    At  Osterley  Park  I  was  suddenly 
ipset  into  the  water ;  the  net,  which  had  a  big 
>ike  in  it,  was  being  dragged  into  the  shallows,  the 
jround-rope  was  under  my  legs.  I  had  "  collared  " 
he  pike  and  was  about  to  walk  ashore  with  it, 
vhen  William  Milbourn,  the  river  keeper,  gave  a 
!)ull  at  the  rope  and  tripped  me  over  into  the 
ake,  but  I  stuck  to  the  pike,  which  weighed  191b. 
Then  I  had  to  strip  in  a  plantation  close  by ;  it 
vas  October,  and  chilly,  but  the  late  Mr.  Francis 
?rancis,  who  was  present,  rubbed  me  down  with 
vbisky,    poured    some    into   my  mouth,  and 
'  iprinkled  my  flannel  vest,  shirt,  and  hosen  with 
i  t ;  then  I  dressed  again  and  felt  none  the  worse 
i  'or  my  immersion.    Ah,  well !  friend  Brougham, 
|70u  were  there,  but  such  tricks  would  not  do  now, 
liter  we  are  both  getting  to  be  old  men. 
i  You  were  the  first  to  commence  a  crusade  in 
'  ;he  Fishing  "Gazette  against  "  Gross-weight  Com 
ij  jetitions,"  and  although  you  met  with  opposition 
Bit  the  time,  most  angling  clubs  now  only  recog- 
lise  competitions  for  specimen  fish  ;  consequently 
I '  Brougham's  babies  "  are  well  taken  care  of. 
j   My  own  connection  with  the  T.A.P.S.  dates  back 
I  nearly  thirty  years,  when,  one  day,  while  I  was  fish- 
Sung  at  Chertsey  with  James  Haslett,  you  boarded 
my  punt  and  would  not  leave  me  until  you  had 
'  secured  my  subscription.    On  May  14  1873, 1  was 
iDlaced  on  the  committee;  since  then  you  and  I  have 
bad  many  happy  angling  days  together  on  the 
Thames — at  Osterley  (Wood  Lake),  Ditton  Park, 
land  elsewhere — but  the  notable  day  of  all  was 
^Sept.  4,  1879,  when  you  were   my  companion 
Bit    Amersham,    and    where    I    caught  my 
Blargest    pike,    which,    when    we    weighed  it 
in    the    village,    pulled    down    the    scale  at 
1371b.     Neither  of  us  will  easily  forget  that  day 
I  wish  it  were  possible  we  could  have  snch 
another.    But  I  doubt  if  there  is  another  pike  so 
large  in  that  water  now.    Well,  I  am  sure  all  my 
readers  and  Mr.  Brougham's  numerous  friends 
will  unite  in  the  wish  that  he  may  find  and  enjoy 
the  repose  be  seeks  in  retiring  from  such  a  very 
active  life  as  his  has  been,  and  that  there  may  be 
many  years  of  health  and  happiness  in  store  for 
him,  "  Alfred  Jardine 


THE  LOCHS  AND  EIYERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Bivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
conrect  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
4c.,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 
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ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND  ISLANDS. 
Lochs  of  Orkney  (continued). 

Lochs  of  Walls. — These  are  situated  on  the 
north  side  of  the  magnificent  harbour  of  Long- 
hope,  in  the  parish  of  Walls,  and  in  the  island  of 
Hoy.    They  are  seven  in  number,  and  contain  a 
few  small  trout.    (1)  Hilliel  Water,  lying  between 
two  hills,  is  one  mile  long  and  a  half  broad.  It 
contains  char,  but  it  is  nearly  impossible  to  catch 
them  with  rod  and  line.    (2)  Little  Hilliel,  a  small 
expanse  of  water  with  an  outlet  by  the  Hilliel 
Burn,  near  the  hamlet  of  Saltness.    (3)  Hoglins, 
a  small  but  very  deep  sheet  of  water,  with  an 
outlet  to  the  west.    (4)  Sands  Water,  about  the 
same  size  as  the  last,  but  rather  shallow.  (5) 
Lirawai  or  Liraway,  a  small  lake  to  the  north  of 
the  above.    (6)  Hoy  Waters,  forming  part  of  the 
boundary  between  the  parishes  of  Walls  and  Hoy. 
(7)  Water  of  Wicks,  a  very  small  sheet,  and  also 
forming  the  boundary  line.     These  are  all  the 
property  of  Mr.  John  George  Moodie  Heddle,  of 
Melsetter,  and  cannot  be  fished  without  his  leave. 
The  scenery  in  the  immediate  nighbourhood  is 
rough  and  -wild,  without  any  remarkable  feature, 
but  the  island  of  Hoy  itself  is  the  most  interesting 
of  the  Orkneys.    On  the  hills,  which  are  lofty,  are 
many  Alpine  plants,  and  white  hai-es  were  once 
very  common,  but  have  all  been  destroyed. 
Minerals  and  mineral  springs  everywhere  abound. 
The  only  monument  of  antiquity  worth  noticing 
is  the  Dwarfie  Stone.   It  is  29ft.  long,  15ft.  broad, 
and  about  7ft.  high,  and  has  been  hollowed  out 
into  a  dwelling,  where  probably  some  anchorite 
had  his  abode.     The  sea-coast  scenery  is  very 
grand.  Hoy  Head,  risiDg  with  a  sheer  front  to  the 
height  of  1150ft.,  has  been  described  by  the  late 
Dr.  Thomas  Guthrie  as  "  one  of  the  noblest  sea- 
cliffs,  if    not  the  noblest,  in   Her  Majesty's 
dominions  or  almost  anywhere  else."    The  Old 
Man  of  Hoy,  an  immense  rock  at  the  foot  of  the 
west  cliffs,  is  well  worthy  of  notice.    Walls  and 
its  lochs  are  much  frequented  by  the  waterfowl 
common  to  Northern  Europe.  There  are  two  inns 
in  the  parish.    Route  :  By  rail  to  Thurso ;  thence 
by  steamer  to  Stromness ;  thence  by  open  boat  to 
Longhope. 

Loch.  Wasdale,  in  the  pai-ish  of  Firth,  belong- 
ing to  Mr.  Scarth,  of  Bin'-scarth.  It  is  well 
stocked  with  trout.  Permission  to  angle  must  be 
obtained  from  the  proprietor.  The  nearest  inn  is 
at  Finstown,  but  Kirkwall,  which  is  within  an 
hour's  ride,  is  the  most  convenient  place  to  live  at. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Bea  to  Kirkwall ;  thence 
by  coach  to  Finstown,  or  hire  direct  to  the  loch. 
Streams  of  Orkney. 

In  Orkney  there  are  numerous  little  streams 
containing  excellent  fish,  especially  in  August, 
September,  and  October,  when  the  sea  trout  come 
up  in  great  numbers.  The  angler  will,  as  a  rule, 
find  the  best  sport  in  the  estuaries,  unless  he  has 
the  ill-fortune  to  arrive  immediately  after  they 
have  been  cleaned  by  nets,  which  frequently  land 
beautiful  trout  in  abundance. 

The  principal  streams  ai'e : — 

The  Berridale,  in  Hoy  pai-ish,  with  a  few 
6tunted  indigenous  trees  on  its  banks — a  remark- 
able phenomenon  in  this  part  of  the  world. 

The  Burns  of  Swannay,  Kirbuster,  and 
Birsay,  in  Birsay  parish,  are  all  considei-ed 
good. 

The  Burns  of  Tob  and  Sebay,  in  St.  An 

drew's  parish,  have  common  brown  and  sea  trout 
in  considerable  numbers. 

The  Hilliel,  Pegal,  and  Liraway,  in  Walls 
parish,  are  excellent  burns.  In  this  parish  the 
sea  trout  fishing  is  the  best  in  the  islands. 

The  Holm  Burn  falls  into  the  Loch  of 
Graemeshall,  and  has  only  small  fish. 


The  Orphir  Burn,  in  Orphir  parish,  one  of 
the  best  in  Orkney. 

The  Rossmire,  in  Firth  parish,  usually 
abounding  in  trout. 

The  Sourin  Burn  also  yields  good  sport. 

The  Wideford,  near  Kirkwall,  a  shallow  burn, 
containing  a  small  delicately-flavoured  trout.  Good 
sport  in  the  sea  at  its  mouth  during  the  summer 
and  autumn  months. 

There  are  many  other  small  streams  in  all  parts 
of  the  islands,  where  the  angler  can  sometimes 
make  a  fair  basket. 

Shetland  Islands. 

Shetland  consists  of  a  group  of  extremely  in« 
teresting  islands,  and  is  the  most  northerly  pait 
of  the  British  Isles.    Lerwick,  the  capital,  is  114 
miles  north-east  of  Orkney,  and  211  west  of 
Bergen  in  Norway.    Upwards  of  thirty  of  tl  e 
islands  are  inhabited,  about  seventy  are  holms  c  r 
grazing  grounds,  and  there  are  innumerable  oth<  r 
smaller  islets  formed  of  bare  and  barren  rockf . 
The  chief  islands  are  Mainland,  about  half  tl  e 
area  of  the  whole,  Tell,  Unst,  Fetlar,  Wbatsey, 
Bressay,  Papa  Stour,  East  and  West  Burre, 
Trondra,  Havera,  Foula,  &c.     The  scenery  i  f 
Shetland  is  wild  and  rocky,  and  its  coastf, 
especially  on  the  west  side,  present  sea  views  c  f 
extraordinary  beauty.  Its  rocky  scenery  is  every- 
where grand  and  stupendous.     A  great  many 
little  brooks  run  down  the  hill  sides  of  Shetland, 
and  some  of  them  near  the  sea  contain  good 
trout.    Freshwater  lochs  ai-e  very  numerous,  and 
some  of  them  often  afford  excellent  sport.  Some 
time  since  the  Shetland  Islands  were  erected  into 
a  fishery  district,  under  the  Salmon  and  Sea 
Trout  Fishery  Acts,  and  a  good  deal  has  been 
done  to  prevent  fishing  in  lochs  and  streams  by 
illegal  methods.  There  are  hotels  at  Lerwick  aud 
Scalloway,  and  also  at  Gardistang  in  Mid  YeJl, 
at  Airvhouse  in  Weisdale,  Sandwater  House  on 
the  road  to  Northmaven,  and  Clousta  in  Aith- 
sting.    Private  lodgings  can  also  generally  be  got 
where  there  are  no  hotels,  and  the  people  are  very 
kind  as  a  rule.     In  Northmaven,  some  thirty 
miles  from  Lerwick,  there  are  some  good  lochs, 
but  little  or  no  accommodation  for  visitors.  No 
doubt,  in  coui-se  of  time,  Shetland  will  be  better 
known  and  more  visited,  both  by  anglers  and 
tourists ;  but  meantime  those  who  go  must  male 
up  their  minds  to  rough  it,  save  when  near  Ler- 
wick, which  is  a  nice  little  town,  and  has  hotel 
accommodation.    There  are  villages  at  Saalloway, 
Burravoe,  Walls,  Baltasound,  and  Uyeasound. 
The  antiquities  of  Shetland  are  both  numerous 
and  interesting,  and  the  climate  is  extremely 
invigorating.     During  the   summer  months  a 
circular  tour  of  the  islands  can  be  made  by  taking 
the  steamer  at  Scalloway,  which  goes  all  along  the 
west  side  of  the  islands.    The  angler  should  leave 
her  at  Brae,  and  take  the  Earl  of  Zetland  to  Ler- 
wick ;  by  doing  this  the  whole  of  the  fine  rock 
t  cenery  of  the  west  side  can  be  seen.    Below  are 
notes  of  a  few  of  the  chief  lochs  and  streams  in 
the  islands.    It  should  be  mentioned  that  the  dis- 
tances given  are  in  many  cases  only  approximate. 
The  best  fly  for  Shetland  waters  is  the  Zulu,  and 
a  fly  with  a  good  deal  of  red  in  it ;  also  Black 
Palmer. 

(To  he  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Ross-shire  (continued). 

Kinlochewe  is  beautifully  situated  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  famous  Loch  Maree,  and  is 
reacbed  by  coach  from  Aucbnasbeen  Station  of 
the  Highland  Railway.  Magnificent  Highland 
scenery.    Hotel:  Kinlochewe. 

Loch  Maree  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
locbs  in  Scotland,  and  amid  scenery  of  the 
grandest  and  wildest  description.  It  is  reached 
by  daily  coach  from  Auchnasheen  Station  on  the 
Highland  Railway.  Loch  Maree  Hotel  occupies 
a  lovely  site  on  the  shores  of  it,  and  visitors  can 
fish  Loch  Maree.    The  coaches  stop  at  the  hotel. 

Shiel  is  situated  amongst  the  grandest  of 
Highland  scenery  close  by  Loch  Duich,  and  on 
the  banks  of  the  river  Shiel.  It  is  reached 
by  driving  about  ten  miles  from  Glenelg, 
which  latter  is  reached  by  steamer  from 
Glasgow  or  Oban.    The  drive  over  the  Balloch 
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from  Glenelg  to  Shiel  is  as  fine  as  anything  in 
Scotland.  It  can  also  be  reacted  from  Strome 
Station  of  the  Highland  Railway,  and  thence 
hire  about  twenty-five  miles,  a  splendid  drive. 
Visitors  can  fish  the  Shiel  and  Loch  Shiel. 
{To  be  continued.) 


GRESHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  DINNER. 
The  cosy  room  in  the  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Coleman-street,  set  apart  for  the  uses  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  was  on  Tuesday 
evening  the  scene  of  a  pleasant  and  agree- 
able reunion.  The  annual  gatherings  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  are  always  a 
happy  recollection  to  those  who  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  be  present  at  them, 
and  Tuesday's  meeting  seems  to  have  been  the 
happiest  of  them  all.  The  company  was  not 
large,  but  it  was  good.  The  following  list  of 
names  was  handed  to  the  Press  as  the  list  of 
those  present :  Messrs.  F.  Abraham,  G.  Allen, 
C.  S.  Bentley,  W.  H.  Beckett,  J.  Brunton,  M.D., 


was  a  bad  toast,  for  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
was  the  most  contented,  most  prosperous,  most 
happy,  most  devil-may-care,  Sabbath-keeping, 
Sunday-breaking  angling  society  in  the  world. 
(Cheers  and  laughter.)  It  might  be  useful  to 
them  to  know  how  to  start  such  a  society.  He 
would  tell  them  and  they  could  hand  the  recipe 
down  to  their  children.  A  few  gentlemen  would 
meet  together — he  wouldn't  mention  names — over 
a  glass  of  nothing  stronger  than  brandy,  and 
nothing  weaker  than  water,  and  they  would  decide 
that  an  angling  society  was  necessary.  Well, 
they  would  then  find  half  a  dozen  good  and  true 
sportsmen  like  themselves  ;  then  they  would  find 
a  treasurer  to  take  the  money,  and  a  secretary  to 
get  it.  On  top  of  all,  sprinkled  pepper-box 
fashion,  a  few  M.P's.,  and  a  couple  of  doctors 
with  D.D.  and  LL.D.,  &c.,  to  their  names,  who 
would  give  very  big  names  to  very  little  fishes. 
(Laughter.)  He  would  next  recount  some  of  the 
advantages  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society.  It 
cost  only  a  guinea  a  year,  and  for  it  they  had 
fishing,  learned  papers,  friendly  meetings,  in  fact 
there  was  hardly  a  single  episode  in  social  life 
uiissiDg  from  the  programme  of  the  Gresham. 


FRANK    ABRAHAM,  Esq. 


J.  Basten,  E.  C.  Clements,  E.  J.  Chambers,  J.  B 
Close,  J.  P.  Connellan,  M.  Davies,  Dr.  Ladell,  A. 
Tritten,  F.  Goodwin,  G.  Girling,  A.  Heiron,  C. 
Bulkley,  A.  R.  Matthews,  G.  Maull,  W.  Marshall, 
T.  H.  Maynard,  F.  W.  Norman,  F.  R.  Ohlson, 
A.  W.  Parker,  R.  Snare,  J.  Tuckley,  C.  J.  Venables, 
H.  J.  Tibbatts,  J.  H.  Walker,  A.  Wright,  S.  Wood, 
R.  J.  Woodruff,  &c.  In  addition,  there  were 
about  thirty  guests.  Mr.  Frank  Abraham  occupied 
the  chair. 

In  proposing  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the  Chair- 
man pleaded  for  indulgence  for  the  weakness  of 
his  voice,  due  to  a  bad  cold.  He  very  briefly 
traced  the  outline  of  the  good  works  of  our 
Gracious  Queen,  and  appealed  to  those  present  to 
show  by  some  act  of  self-denial  this  year,  that 
they  were  citizens  of  this  glorious  empire.  The 
toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

The  Chairman  set  an  example  of  brevity, 
which  was  followed  by  all  the  speakers  of  the 
evening,  in  proposing  the  toast  of  "  The  Gresham 
Angling  Society."  He  said  it  was  a  toast  certain 
to  have  a  hearty  response,  as  it  was  a  toast  which 
comprised  the  greater  number  of  those  in  the 
room,  and  as  the  remainder  were  the  guests  of  the 
society,  it  was  practically  the  toast  of  "  Our  noble 
selves."    (Laughter.)    He  would  not  say  that  it 


The  toast  he  would  couple  with  the  name  of  Mr. 
C.  S.  Bentley,  who  had  done  so  much  for  the 
society.  He  was  a  sportsman  and  a  gentleman. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  Bentley,  on  rising  to  respond,  was  received 
with  loud  cheeringr  He  said  that,  as  one  of  the 
oldest  members  of  the  Gresham,  he  was  much 
gratified  at  the  reception  they  had  given  the  toast, 
and  he  only  regretted  that  after  so  humorous  a 
speaker  as  Mr.  Abraham  he  would  unfortunately 
be  too  serious.  He  was  proud  of  the  society. 
Their  motto  was  "  Deeds,  not  Words,"  and  they 
always  had  the  best  interests  of  angling  at  heart. 
At  the  time  when  the  Gresham  was  first  started 
they  met  and  sang  songs  and  drank,  but  they 
did  not  then,  as  they  do  now,  preserve  fish,  rent 
waters,  have  papers  read  before  them,  nor  form  a 
library  or  a  museum.  It  seemed  to  him  that  if 
they  worked  as  they  had  done  in  the  past,  the 
Gresham  would  in  future  be  even  a  greater  success 
than  it  had  been  heretofore.  (Cheers.) 

The  toast  of  "  The  Committee  and  Officers  of 
the  Society  "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Heiron. 
It  was,  he  felt  sure,  a  toast  to  which  every  loyal 
member  of  the  society  would  grant  his  fullest 
support.  The  Chairman  had  told  them  some- 
thing of  the  formation  of  the  society,  and  no 


doubt  his  observations  were  not  far  from  tU 
truth.    ("  Oh  !  ")    The  question  was  whether  t 
Gresham  Angling  Society  was  to  go  on  and  becor 
a  still  more  useful  and  still  more  successful  societ 
The  success  they  had  acheived  was  due  not 
much  to  the  private  members  as  to  the  energy 
the  officers  of  the  society.   Tbey  got  their  notic 
of  meetings  by  post,  and  pleased  themselv 
whether  they  would  attend  or  not,  and  entire 
forgot  the  laborious  work  done  by  the  officers 
connection  with  these  meetings.    That  the  woi 
of  the  committee  and  officers  is  a  success  is  provo 
by  the  fact  that  the  Gresham  is  the  second  be  - 
angling  club  in  London.     They  only  yield* 
superiority  to  the  Piscatorial  Society.    (Cries  J 
"No!  No!")    That  was,  he  said,  a  matter  J 
opinion.    Mr.  Heiron  then  referred  in  eulogist I 
terms  to  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Parker;    to  til 
secretary,  Mr.  Tayler,  whose  absence  that  niglH 
he  was  sorry  to  note ;  to  Mr.  Norman,  tl  j 
librarian;  to  Mr.  Close,  the  curator;  and  to  tlfl 
other  members  of  the  committee  generally.   Tl  1 
toast  was  drank  with  musical  honours. 

Mr.  Mark  Davies,  replying  on  behalf  of  "Tl| 
Officers  and  Committee,"  said  he  did  not  think  1  . 
should  have  been  called  on  to  speak  to  the  toas 
There  were  many  more  fitted  for  the  task  than  h  i 
He  could  only  thank  them  most  heartily  for  tl 
kind  manner  in  which  they  had  received  it. 

Mr.  Robert  Snare  also  responded.  Like  Mil 
Davies,  he  could  not  tell  why  he  had  been  calle  1 
on  to  respond  for  the  committee  and  officerJ 
unless  it  was  because  he  was  the  youngest  menij 
ber  of  the  committee,  as  it  was  only  twenty-fi^ij 
minutes  since  he  had  been  elected.  He  had  u,j 
doubt  that  the  committee  and  officers  deserve! 
praise,  else  they  would  not  have  got  it,  and  h } 
boped  they  would  try  and  deserve  it  still  more  i  j 
the  future.  The  proposer  had  said  that  there  waj 
a  premier  society.  Well,  he  promised  them  tha  i 
they  would  run  that  society  a  bit  closer  in  fntunl 
(Cheers.) 

The  next  business  of  the  evening  was  the  prt  J 
sentation  of  prizes  by  the  chairman.  A  handsom  { 
trophy  for  the  largest  number  of  fish  caugh  4 
during  the  year  was  won  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Chambersi) 
the  society's  challenge  cup  was  won  by  Di 
J .  Brunton  ;  and  medals  were  awarded  to  Di 
Brunton,   Dr.  Patterson,   and   Messrs.  E.  J 
Chambers,   T.   Allen,  Maynard,  Zerfass,  an. 
Powles-West. 

Having  made  the  presentation,  the  Chairma; 
proposed  a  bumper  to  the  health  of  the  priz 
winners. 

Mr.  Chambers  briefly  replied,  thanking  th 
chairman  for  his  kind  words,  and  the  company  fo 
their  reception  of  them.  He  hoped  the  confin, 
season  would  be  better  than  the  last,  and  he  wa 
proud  to  have  his  name  inscribed  on  the  historii 
cup  of  the  Gresham. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Brunton,  the  toast  of  thik 
"  Preservation  and  Anghng  Associations  "  wa; 
entrusted  to  Mr.  Girling.    In  the  course  of  hi. 
remarks,  he  said  that  a  friend  of  his  in  France  hac 
been  telling  him  a  story  of  a  beggar  who  camt 
every  day  to  his  doorstep  and  received  alms 
His  visits  were  so  frequent  that  he  became  : 
nuisance,  and  one  day  his  friend  declined  to  assis 
him  any  further.     "What,"  said  the  beggar 
"  Don't  you  know  I'm  your  regular  beggar  ? ' 
(Laughter.)    Well,  he  was  afraid  he  wasn't  then 
"  regular  beggar  "  to  propose  toasts,  and  thougi 
he  would  not  care  to  apply  the  term  to  Dr 
Brunton,  he  felt  that  the  gentleman  who  induced 
him  to  propose  the  toast  was  a  "  regular  beggar.' 
(Laughter  and  cheers.)    He  was  the  worst  man  hi 
the  room  to  propose  that  toast,  because  he  knew 
least  about  it.    He  was  told  that  that  was  a  very 
good  reason  for  his  proposing  it,  but  he  shoulil 
say  he  did  not  understand  that  logic,  unless  it 
was  worked  out  on  the  principle  that  "  familiarity 
breeds  contempt."    He,  however,  did  not  think 
that  that  proverb  could  apply  to  the  Preservation 
and  Angling  Associations.  They  had  the  greatest 
admiration  for  the  associations,  and  were  it  not 
for  them,  anglers  would  be  much  in  the  position 
of  the  farmer  who  let  lodgings  in  his  house  on  the 
strength  of  some  pike-fishing  in  a  pond  close  by. 
The  tyro  who  knows  nothing  about  fishing,  but, 
like  the  man  who  can't  play  cards,  yet  manages 
to  get  all  the  trumps  in  his  hand,  came  along,  and 
at  first  throw  caught  a  fine  big  pike.   The  farmer 
saw  it  landed  with  amazement,  and  with  tears  in 
his  eyes  he  went  up  to  the  tyro,  saying,  "  Oh  ' 
Sir,  you've  ruined  me ;  I've  let  lodgings  in  fl 
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house  for  the  past  fifteen  years  on  the  strength  of 
that  pike  ;  'tis  the  only  one  in  the  pond,(  and  now 
you've  been  an'  gone  an'  killed  it."  Again 
expressing  his  regret  at  the  absence  of  Dr 
Brunton,  he  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Preserva 
tion  and  Angling  Associations." 

Mr.  Beckett,  Vice-President  of  the  Anglers^ 
Association,  replied.  He  thought  the  Anglers' 
Association  had  done  good  work  for  anglers, 
and  as  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  it 
needed  no  words  from  him  ;  it  had  rendered  a 
great  deal  of  assistance  to  anglers  since  its 
establishment.  Mr.  Beckett  then  dwelt  at  some 
length  on  the  question  of  amalgamation,  and 
made  a  strong  plea  for  unity  amongst  anglers. 
He  said  that  amalgamation  was  to  be  brought 
about  by  the  various  angling  societies  banding 
together,  and,  by  voicing  their  opinions,  compel 
the  associations  to  unite. 

Mr.  W.  Marshall  proposed  "The  Visitors," 
and  congratulated  the  society  on  the  presence  of 
so  many  friends  that  night,  and  hoped  their  circle 
of  friendship  would  ever  increase. 

The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours,  and 
was  replied  to  by  Mr.  W.  Leedham  Crowe,  who 
said  he  was  sure  there  was  not  a  visitor  among 
them  who  had  not  at  some  time  been  a  lover  of 
the  beautiful  sport  they  were  met  to  celebrate 
that  night.  The  meeting  brought  to  him  the 
recollection  of  many  happy  associations.  From 
the  time  of  the  Apostles  fishermen  had  always 
been  good  men,  and  had  always  been  credited  with 
great  imaginative  qualities.  He  believed  that 
without  imagination  a  man  could  not  become  a 
good  angler.  Where  would  be  the  fisherman  who 
had  to  sit  for  four  hours  watching  his  float  if  he 
had  not  imagination  ?  The  old  angler  thinks  how 
nice  that  4-pounder  will  be  for  supper  when  it  is 
landed,  and  the  young  angler  is  happy  thinking 
of  the  girl  he  left  behind  him — that  is,  if  he  hasn't 
her  in  the  boat  with  him.  He  thanked  the 
society  very  sincerely  for  their  kindness  that  night. 

The  toast  of  "  the  Press "  was  proposed  in  a 
neat  but  brief  speech  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  who 
remarked  that  the  Press,  the  angling  press 
especially,  had  always  been  in  the  front  in  matters 
of  benevolence  and  philanthropy. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  replied.  He  regretted 
the  absence  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard.  For  himself  he 
expected  he  would  not  have  to  speak  as  he  thought 
all  he  had  to  do  that  evening  was  to  eat,  drink,  and 
be  merry.  As  far  as  he  could  he  would  always 
advance  the  interests  of  the  Gresham. 

Dr.  Ladell  proposed  the  toast  of  "The 
Chairman  "  in  a  humorous  little  speech,  in  which 
he  made  much  fun  of  his  difficulties  in  having  to 
propose  the  toast.  The  Chairman  was,  he  said,  a 
a  Thorough  good  all  round  sportsman,  a  good 
story-teller,  and  a  good  cricketer,  and  if  there 
was  anything  in  the  rumour  that  a  cricket  club 
was  to  be  formed  he  hoped  that  Mr.  Abraham 
would  be  made  captain  of  it.  He  was  a  good 
angler,  and  they  all  remembered  how  well  he 
had  represented  them  at  the  Loch  Leven  contest. 
The  toast  was  drunk  with  musical  honours  with 
the  utmost  enthusiasm. 

Mr.  Abraham  replied,  thanking  them  for  their 
kind  words,  and  said  that  coming  from  Dr.  Ladell 
they  were  doubly  appreciated.  It  gave  him  great 
pleasure  to  take  the  chair  that  evening,  and  he 
regretted  that  his  cold  prevented  him  fulfilling 
his  duties  in  the  manner  he  would  have  liked.  He 
hoped  that  all  those  present  would  always 
remember  that  the  grand  sport  of  angling  was 
the  bringing  together  of  men  of  sweet  minds  and 
good  fellowship.  He  did  not  understand  the 
amalgamation  controversy,  and  did  not  want  to, 
and  therefore  would  say  nothing  about  it,  but  felt 
all  disagreements  would  soon  be  drowned  in  good 
fellowship.  He  trusted  that  the  Press  would 
continue  to  be  "  to  their  virtues  ever  kind  and  to 
their  faults  a  little  blind." 

During  the  evening  the  company  was  enter- 
tained pleasantly  with  songs  and  music  by  Mr.  J. 
Ortner,  Mr.  Wingrove  Ives,  Mr.  Frank  Goodwin, 
and  Mr.  Feldham.  General  satisfaction  was 
expressed  at  the  manner  in  which  the  dinner  was 
Berved  by  the  proprietors  of  Masons'  Hall  Tavern 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

THE  TROUT  SEASON  IN  SCOLTAND. 


A  marked  salmon  was  found  dead  on  Annan 
Sandrigg,  of  the  Solway,  last  week.  On  the  adipose 
fin  was  attached  a  label,  marked  2526A.  Informa- 
tion notifying  the  fact  has  now  been  forwarded  to 
Mr.  Archer,  chief  inspector  of  the  salmon  fisheries 
for  Scotland.   The  fish  appeared  to  be  a  kelt. 


There  are  two  classes  of  trout  anglers— those 
working  in  the  tidal  waters  and  estuaries  for 
finnock  and  sea  trout,  and  those  confining  their 
attention  to  the  brown  trout  on  our  inland  lochs 
and  streams  when  they  commence  to  feed.  Of 
course,  there  are  those  who  are  fortunate  enough 
to  go  after  both  kinds  of  fish,  and  who  generally 
commence  with  the  finnock  and  drop  later  on  to 
the  brown  trout  when  they  are  in  condition. 

In  order  to  treat  of  the  subject  methodically,  I 
will  treat  the  two  classes  of  anglers  as  distinctly 
separate,  and  look  at  the  various  lures  used 
by  both  during  the  early  months  of  the 
season. 

Year  after  year  the  demand  for  good  finnock 
angling  grows  apace.  Next  to  salmon  fishing  the 
finnock  or  adolescent  'salav  commands  attention, 
and  fully  repays  the  trouble  to  get  at  his  haunts 
and  study  the  ways  of  circumventing  him  when 
his  presence  is  discovered. 

The  finnock  works  out  and  in  with  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  the  tide,  and  a  long  sandy  or  pebbly 
estuary  or  voe  is  a  veritable  paradise  for  this 
voracious  feeder.    His  dainty  morsel  is  the  sand 
eel.   When  the  tide  rises  over  the  banks  and  beds 
of  the  estuary  the  eel  rises  to  feed,  and  then 
is  the  chance  for  the  fresh  run  finnock  making  a 
meal.    They  usually  scale  from  lOoz.  to  16oz., 
being  all  grilse  of  the  sea  trout,  so  to  speak  ;  but 
sometimes  an  old  boy  or  two  of  a  few  pounds 
makes  his  appearance,  and  adds  to  the  excitement 
of  the  sport.    On  the  East  Coast  they  are  not 
often  found  in  any  of  the  more  frequented 
estuaries  over  2ilb.    They  are  got  in  the  nets 
running  up  to  61b.,  but  such  heavy  weights  of  sea 
trout  migrate  with  the  salmon,  and  are  no  doubt 
often  mistaken  for  such  by  inland  fishers  who 
may  not  be  able  to  distinguish  them.   On  the 
Sutherlandshire  coast  the  best  sea  trout  and 
finnock  angling  is  to  be  had  that  can  be  got  any- 
where, and  there  four  and  five-pounders  are  quite 
common.     The  Findhorn    is  another  famous 
finnock  haunt,  and  nearer  civilisation  than  the 
wilds  of  Cape  Wrath.    On  the  East  Coast,  the 
Tthan  Estuary  is,  perhaps,  the  most  favoured  for 
anglers,  and  were  it  not  that  Davidson's  nets 
work  so  constantly  and  so  hard  at  every  tide 
among  the  vast  shoals  of  finnock  which  swim  in 
this  three-mile  stretch   of  tidal  waters,  there 
would  be  nothing  to  beat  it  in  the  British  Isles  in 
the  shape  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  angling.  But 
it  matters  not  where  the  angler  may  essay  a  cast, 
the  lures  are  all  more  or  less  of  the  same  nature, 
and  the  flies  and  baits  used  in  the  Ythan  and 
Dee  tidals  with  such  every-day  success  have  been 
found  equally  fatal  on  the  Findhorn  running  into 
the  fertile  Moray  Firth,  and  the  prolific  voes 
round  Cape  Wrath  or  the  Western  Isles. 

The  first  on  the  list  of  finnock  and  sea  trout 
flies  is  the  March  Brown.  This  is  a  universal  fly, 
and  is  equally  fatal  to  salmon  and  brown  trout  as 
it  is  to  finnock  and  sea  trout,  when  used  according 
to  their  acceptable  and  respective  sizes.  The  two 
kinds  chiefly  dressed  for  finnock  are  imitations  of 
the  male  and  female  fly  respectively,  although, 
perhaps,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  find  half  a 
dozen  variations  in  some  respect  or  another  in  the 
dressing  of  the  March  Brown  in  as  many  tackle 
shops  in  any  one  town,  and  all  claiming  to  be  the 
true  standard  pattern  of  the  March  Brown.  How- 
ever, there  does  not  appear  to  be  much  room  for 
improving  on  this  sombre  lure  of  lures,  which  is  so 
much  with  us  in  the  original  during  the  early 
spring  months.  Nor  is  there  any  need  for  im- 
provement. That  combination  which  keeps  nearest 
to  the  original  has  always  been  found  the  most 
successful,  and  is  usually  preferred  to  all  others 
by  those  who  know  how  to  make  a  basket.  With 
the  later  flies  it  is  different,  and  when  the  March 
Brown  is  succeeded  by  the  duns  the  ingenuity  of 
the  angler  comes  into  play,  and  a  wide  field  is 
then  open  for  fancy  combinations  as  well  as 
orthodox  patterns. 

Along  with  the  March  Brown,  the  Hare's  Ear, 
or,  as  it  is  more  popularly  called,  the  "Hare's 
Lug  "  in  Scotland,  find  the  second  place  on  the 
flight.  It  is  a  splendid  fly,  much  resembling  the 
March  Brown  in  colour,  and  almost  as  universally 
known  as  a  standard  pattern,  for  it  finds  a  place 
in  all  lists. 

Lord  Saltoun  is  a  favourite  worthy  of  special 
mention.  It  is  never  missed  from  the  list  of  our 
most  noted  sea  trout  anglers  in  the  North  of 


Scotland,  and  will  be  found  an  acceptable  third 
on  an  early  sea  trout  flight. 

Graham's  Fancy  is  a  noted  Ythan  killer,  and 
has  been  found  equally  good  wherever  finnock 
abound.  Along  with  these  may  be  mentioned  the 
Alexandria,  Bumlebee,  Black  and  Teal,  Green 
Drake,  the  various  hackles  as  the  red,  yellow, 
black,  and  claret  varieties,  the  Professor,  and  the 
Zulu,  in  one  or  other  of  his  coloured  tips. 

Mr.  Wm.  Laing,  Sterling-street,  Aberdeen,  an 
expert  dresser,  and  one  who  has  made  a  special 
and  life-long  study  of  finnock  and  sea  trout 
angling,  and  who  before  now  has,  of  a  morning, 
taken  his  301b.  and  401b.  of  fish  from  the  Don 
tidal,  adds  to  the  above  fist  the  Red  Quill,  Olive 
Quill,  the  Dunkeld,  Watson's  Fancy,  and  a  fly  of 
his  own  dressing  which  he  was  too  modest  to 
mention  himself,  but  •which  I  beg  to  style 
"  Laing's  Fancy,"  having  experienced  its  virtues 
as  a  certain  killer  on  more  than  one  occasion  on 
the  Dee.  These  hooks  are  usually  dressed  on 
Nos.  7,  8,  and  9  (H.  Bartleet's  scale)  single  irons, 
and  Nos.  8,  9,  and  10  double  irons. 

A  more  interesting,  perhaps,  range  of  lures  to 
the  finnock  and  sea  trout  angler  is  the  various 
"  Creepers."  These  are  flies  dressed  to  represent 
the  chrysalis  stage  of  the  various  standard  patterns, 
and  which  are  usually  found  exceedingly  useful  as 
the  season  advances,  and  the  more  sombre  of  the 
natural  fly  gives  place  to  the  gayer  forms  of  then- 
order.  But  these  are  best  dressed  from  patterns, 
and  afford  a  wide  range  for  combination  and 
experiment  at  the  hands  of  the  expert  fly  tier.  _ 

In  this  connection  the  Terror  deserves  a  passing 
mention.  This  is  a  Don  or  Dee  tidal  fly,  but  will 
be  equally  fatal  wherever  the  sand  eel  forms  the 
chief  food  of  the  finnock.  It  is,  roughly  speak- 
ing, and  from  a  cursory  glance  at  it,  simply  a 
Stewart  tackle  dressed  with  a  Spey  cock  hackle— 
or  the  hackle  from  the  neck  of  the  silver-pencilled 
dorking  cock.  As  its  name  implies,  it  is  a  terror, 
and  in  a  bright  sunny  day  nothing  can  come  near 
it  for  fetching  a  basket  of  sea  trout.  When 
worked  through  the  wavelets  of  the  tidal  waters, 
it  imitates  the  sand  eel,  for  which  undoubtedly  it 
is  no  doubt  taken  by  the  unsophisticated  finnock. 

The  tube  in  three  colours— red,  black,  and  grey 
—are  now  standard  lures,  and  universally  used  all 
over  the  north. 

In  referring  to  this  simple,  but  most  successtul 
imitation  of  the  sand  eel— for  so  the  finnock  must 
think  it,  judging  from  the  baskets  of  fish  made 
by  it— Mr.  Brown  (of  Phantom  Minnow  fame) 
says :  "  This  is  one  of  the  most  successful  sea 
trout  baits  ever  used  in  the  North-East  of 
Scotland.  Every  sea  trout  angler  keeps  a  supply 
of  them  (and  none  essaying  for  sea  trout  should 
be  without  them),  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
season  one  of  these  tubes  is  certain  to  be  the 
"point  fly"  on  his  cast.  Two  droppers  are 
usually  attached  in  the  ordinary  way,  and  the 
whole  cast  is  worked  similar  to  fly  fishing." 

The  small  Phantom  and  the  Devon  need  only  a 
passing  mention  here,  as  they  are  so  very  well 
known.  . 

The  Garden  Fly  is,  perhaps,  the  most  universal 
of  all  early  lures.  Yet  the  worm  does  not  do  so 
well  in  brackish  or  tidal  waters  as  in  purely  fresh 
water  streams.  On  the  Ythan  tidal  scarcely  a 
fin  can  be  got  to  the  worm,  while  a  few  miles 
further  inland  again  it  is  the  most  fatal  lure 
which  can  be  tried.  On  the  Dee  tidal  the  worm 
accounts  for  all  the  bigger  fish,  and  especially  if 
fished  overnight.  Of  course  it  is  but  natural  that 
the  sea  trout  shoidd  prefer  a  salt  water  bait  in 
salt  water,  and  a  fresh  water  lure  when  he  has 
left  the  more  prolific  feeding  grounds  behind  him, 
and  no  more  choice  morsel  can  then  be  presented 
to  him  than  a  fat  brandling,  or  even  fatter 
lobworm.  -"L 
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It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  learnt,  both 
from  the  reference  made  to  it  by  Mr.  Geoghegan 
in  his  recent  speech  to  the  sea  anglers,  and  from 
"  President's "  letter  in  the  Gazette,  that  my 
proposal  for  a  full,  up-to-date  guide  to  the  sea 
fishing  on  the  British  and  Irish  coasts  has 
evidently  found  sympathy.  The  collecting  of  the 
necessary  information  over  so  wide  an  area  seemed 
at  first  sight  so  laborious  an  undertaking  that  I 
feared  my  plan  would  be  relegated  to  the  region 
of  other  Utopian  proposals.    It  appears,  however, 
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that  helpers  may  be  looked  for  on  all  sides ;  and 
if  this  is  indeed  the  case,  the  thing  is  as  good  as 
done.  And  here  at  the  outset,  and  before  going 
any  further  into  the  subject,  I  ask  leave  to  make 
one  remark.  It  has  been  suggested  to  me  that 
the  work  of  collecting  this  information  might 
more  properly  be  left  to  the  committee  of  the 
B.  P.  A.  S. — nay,  it  has  even  been  hinted  that,  in 
proposing  that  it  should  come  through  any  other 
channel,  1  am  risking  the  charge  of  disloyalty  to 
the  society  in  which,  above  all  other  institutions, 
I  take  the  keenest  interest.  I  hope  this  opinion 
is  not  general.  I  made  the  proposal  purely  in  the 
interests  of  the  sport  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
society.  A  paper  has  means  of  obtaining  such 
information  at  a  very  much  smaller  cost  than 
would  have  to  be  borne  by  an  amateur  society, 
and  as  the  Fishing  Gazette  has,  like  other  angling 
papers,  ever  devoted  considerable  space  to  the 
affairs  of  the  society,  I  think  the  insinuation  a 
superfluous  one.    Of  which,  no  more. 

Now,  the  chief  difficulty  that  presents  itself  is 
whence  and  from  whom  to  seek  the  particulars 
outlined  in  my  previous  remarks  on  the  subject. 
The  British  Isles  have  a  considerable  coast  line, 
not  less  in  all  probability  than  eight  or  ten 
thousand  miles,  and  it  would  be  obviously 
impossible  to  cover  the  whole  area.  It  appears 
to  me  that  quite  as  many  men  want  to  know 
what  fishing  is  to  be  had  at  certain  places  as 
where  to  go  for  the  best  sport.  Let  me  make  this 
quite  clear.  The  scene  of  the  holiday  jaunt  is, 
for  family  men  at  any  rate,  prearranged,  and  all 
they  have  to  do  is  to  discover  whether  there  be 
any  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood.  Such,  at  least, 
was  my  experience  during  my  tenure  of  office, 
and  I  doubt  not  Mr.  Ball  finds  the  same  in  two 
out  of  three  of  the  queries  addressed  to  him  each 
summer. 

For  this  class  of  inquirers  information  is  easily 
obtained.  We  have  only  to  select  some  three 
dozen  of  our  leading  watering  places  and  enlist 
the  services  of  sportsmen  who  know  the  local 
peculiarities. 

The  Editor  might,  then,  if  he  adheres  to  his  idea 
of  a  series  on  the  lines  originally  suggested,  very 
well  start  with  the  following  places,  for  they 
cover  practically  the  whole  of  the  English  and 
Welsh  coast:  Farn  Islands,  Sunderland,  Scar- 
borough (with  Whitby,  Filey  and  Bridlington), 
Yarmouth  (and  Lowestoft),  South  wold  (and 
Aldeburgh),  Clacton  (with  Burnham  and  Mal- 
don),  Southend  (Leigh  and  Sheerness),  Margate 
and  Ramsgate,  Deal  and  Dover  (with  Folke- 
stone), Hastings  (including  Bexhill  and  East- 
bourne), Brighton  (with  Newhaven  and  Shorebam), 
Bognor  (with  Littlehampton,  Chichester,  and 
Selsea),  Southampton  Water  and  Portsmouth, 
Isle  of  Wight,  Bournemouth  (with  Boscombe, 
Poole,  and  Swanage),  Weymouth  (with  Lulworth 
and  Portland),  Exmouth  (with  Sidmouth  and 
Teignmouth),  Torquay,  (with  Brixham  and 
Dartmouth),  Kingsbridge  and  Salcombe,  Ply- 
mouth and  the  Sound,  Fowey  (and  Mevagissey), 
Falmouth,  Penzance,  St.  Ives,  Newquay  and 
Padstow,  Ilfracombe  and  Bideford,  Tenby,  Bar- 
mouth, Llandudno,  Southport,  Blackpool. 

^  These,  with  articles  on  the  Isle  of  Man  and 
Channel  Islands,  would  constitute  a  most  valuable 
and  solid  basis  for  any  guide;  and  it  is  not 
impossible  that  there  may  be  five-and-thirty 
members  of  the  B.S.A.S.  who  can  at  short  notice 
furnish  the  information  required.  ' 

Failing  such  disinterested  assistance  the  Editor 
must  necessarily  be  faced  with  great  difficulty  in 
getting  the  information  direct  from  the  places 
themselves.  This  difficulty  is  twofold.  First, 
there  is  the  trouble  of  finding  the  right  person,' 
one  who  has  not  some  ulterior  object  to  serve  by 
puffing  the  place  above  its  deserts.  In  genera- 
lising, one  can  at  any  rate  afford  to  be  plain.  A 
still  greater  difficulty  is  encountered  in  the 
reluctance  of  private  resident  sportsmen  to 
publish  information  that  is  likely  to  attract 
visitors  from  the  metropolis.  Let  us  not  be  too 
swift  to  blame  this  selfishness.  It  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  brief  visits  of  anglers,  who 
generally  (and  small  blame  to  them  !)  delight  in 
roughing  it  on  the  cheap,  confer  very  much  benefit 
on  the  place,  nor,  for  the  rest,  are  those  who  live  in 
the  place,  and  who  like  it  above  all  for  its  quiet, 
called  upon  to  be  instrumental  in  altering  the 
very  conditions  that  make  it  attractive  in  their 
eyes.  This  it  is,  rather  than  actual  jealousy  of 
another's  luck,  that  prompts  gentlemen  living  at 
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the  coast  to  keep  their  own  counsels  on  the 
subject  of  the  fishing,  and  between  the  two 
classes,  the  interested  party  whose  information 
would  need  to  be  taken  with  a  pinch  of  salt,  and 
the  reticent  party  jealous  of  intrusion,  considerable 
difficulty  would  be  experienced. 

It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  hope  that  members 
of  the  B.  S.  A .  S.  who  come  under  neither  category 
will  sec  their  way  to  volunteer  for  this  under- 
taking. Personally,  I  am  ready,  as  a  modest 
contributor,  to  supply  the  necessary  data  for 
Bournemouth  and  district  as  previously  defined ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  there  are  plenty  more 
who  will  contribute  their  mite  of  information. 
Let  it  be  as  brief  as  possible.  The  very  best  plan 
would  be  for.  the  Editor  to  issue  with  the  Fishing 
Gazette  during  the  summer  and  autumn  months 
forms  with  the  particulars  entered  in  column  form. 
Readers  would  then  be  induced  to  fill  these  in 
and  post  to  headquarters,  and  it  is  surprising  how 
soon  so  slight  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  indi- 
vidual would  develop  into  a  valuable  aid  to  the 
many. 

Two  parting  hints,  and  I  am  done.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  gather  all  information  at  first  hand,  trust- 
ing not  at  all  to  the  local  romancer  or  even  to  the 
honest  gossip.  I  do  not  mean  by  this,  that  in 
order  to  record  the  presence  of  a  good  bank  three 
miles  S.S.W.  it  is  necessary  to  proceed,  rod  in 
hand,  to  the  spot,  but  corroborative  evidence 
should,  at  any  rate  be  sought  from  independent 
sources. 

Secondly;  great  care  should  be  exercised  in 
asking,  and  still  more  in  crediting,  information 
with  reference  to  the  fishing  obtainable  in  the 
winter  months.  On  no  other  subject  is  greater 
license  taken  by  local  informants,  and  I  have 
been  "  had  "  more  often  over  this  than  any  other 
fishing.  F.  G.  Aflalo. 


PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF 
THE  TWO  LONDON  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


On  Wednesday  night  a  meeting  of  London 
anglers,  convened  by  Dr.  Charles  S.  Patterson, 
was  held  at  the  Swallow  Assembly  Rooms, 
Swallow-street,  Piccadilly,  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  Union  of  the  two  London  Angling  Associa- 
tions. The  convener  of  the  meeting  presided, 
and  there  were  about  fifty  present. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  meeting,  which  he  was 
sorry  to  say  was  a  very  small  one,  had  been  exiled,  as  they 
were  aware,  for  the  purpose  mainly  of  considering  the 
advisability  of  the  amalgamation  of  the  London  Angling 
Associations  into  ofle  body.  Now,  various  rumours  had 
been  going  about  as  to  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  he 
would  like  to  read  a  short  statement.  He  had  hoped  they 
would  have  had  the  leading  supporters  of  the  two  angling- 
associations  of  London  present,  in  order  to  discuss  the 
object  of  the  meeting.  He  noticed  that  they  had  two 
delegates  from  the  Central  and  four  from  the  Anglers' 
Association,  and  that  again  was  a  very  poor  turn 
out,  because  it  was  the  representative  men  whom  he 
wanted  to  call  upon  to  speak.  He  wanted  to  hear 
views  for  the  amalgamation  and  views  against.  Before 
proceeding  with  the  business  of  the  meeting,  he 
would  like  to  call  attention  to  a  circular  which  had 
fall -in  into  his  hands  that  morning,  issued  by  the  Central 
Association,  from  which  an  extract  was  given  in  last 
Saturday's  People ;  and  a'so  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Crumplen,  one  of  the  officials  of  the  association  :  "  Central 
London  Anglers'  Association. — So  many  wilful  misrepre- 
sentations are  now  being  made,  that  it  is  considered 
desirable  to  have  a  few  facts  brought  to  your  notice,  which 
aio  well  summarised  in  the  following  extract  from  the 
People:  '  The  remark  ible  progress  of  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation only  surpiises  anglers  unfamiliar  with  its  history. 
In  188.')  there  were  three  such  bodies,  of  which  the  Central 
alone  has  preserved  its  individuality,  and  increased  its 
members  fourfold.  Fresh  clubs'  are  con-tantly  enrolling 
under  its  banner ;  it  has  a  practical  committee,  and  has 
supported  every  good  movement  in  the  way  of  preservation, 
angling  rights,  benevolence,  and  railway  privileges,  besides 
renting  really  good  waters  exclusively  for  its  members  to 
fish.  When  it  is  added  that  the  Central  for  nearly  twenty 
years  has  never  charged  moro  than  Is.  Id.  per  annum  for 
its  privilege  ticket,  and  has  a  substantial  balance  to  start 
the  season  with,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  has  done  solid  work 
at  a  nominal  cost  for  the  anglers  of  London,  and  thoroughly 
deserves'  the  support  and  confidence  it  receives.'  The 
Central  does  not  intend  the  working  man  angler  to  bo 
crushed  by  attempts  to  make  the  oost  of  the  privilege 
ticket  reach  5s.  or  10a.,  which  is  the  meaning  of  the  cuckoo 
cry  of  unity, &c."  He  had  invited  one  member  of  the  Central 
to  be  present,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen.    Ho  wrote  as  follows : 

T  write  again  to  remind  you  about  the  meeting  at  the 
Swallow  Assembly  Rooms.  The  meeting  is  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  tho  unity  question,  as  you  are  no  doubt  aware. 
We  shalljbe  glad  to  hear  your  views  and  your  reasons  for 
obiocting'to  the  formation  of  one  angling  association  for 
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the  Metropolis."  He  received  the  following  reply  :  "  Dear 
sir,  I  shall  certainly  not  attend  your  meeting,  and  I  hope 
no  angler  who  knows  anything  of  its  promoters  will.  Its 
real  object  is  not  unity  but  discord,  in  the  vain  hope  of 
interfering  with  the  progress  of  the  Central  Association 
which  is  rapidly  beenning  the  one  association  you  wish 
for."  In  reply  he  wrote  Mr.  Crumplen  the  previous  da 
as  follows  :  "  Dear  sir,  I  fail  to  understand  what  yo 
mean  in  your  favour  of  to-day,  when  jou  speak  of  the 
meeting  to-morrow  and  its  promoters.  Toe  only  promoter 
is  myself.  You  have  forced  me  to  take  the  feeling  of  the 
London  anglers,  and  that  will  be  taken,  as  far  as  I  am 
concerned,  fairly,  honestly,  and  impartially.  If  yon 
decide  to  absent  yourself  or  your  delegates,  you  mi 
not  he  surprised  if  conclusions  are  drawn  fro 
your  absence  Many  associated  clubs  will  be  re« 
presented,  and  also  most  of  the  principal  anglers  in 
London."  It  would  be  noticed  that  an  endeavour  wa« 
made  in  all  those  to  intimate  that  in  some  way  that 
meeting  was  an  organised  attack  upon  tho  Central 
Association,  and  that  its  "promoters  "  were  endeavonring 
to  wreck  that  association  in  order  to  rob  the  working  man 
angler.  Those  ideas  were  utterly  misleading.  The  meeting 
originated  in  a  conversation  which  he  had  som9  months  ajo 
with  two  prominent  members  of  tho  London  Press,  in 
which  the  subject  as  to  whether  the  London  angler  did  or 
did  not  want  one.  association  was  freely  debated.  Each 
held  firmly  to  his  own  opinion,  and  he  said  then,  as  he  said 
now,  that  the  only  way  in  which  the  matter-  could  be 
decided  was  to  call  a  meeting— free  and  open— of  all 
London  anglers  to  discuss  the  matter.  That  meeting  had 
been  called,  and  all  affiliated  clubmen  had  been  freely 
invited.  This  had  been  done  on  his  own  responsibility, 
and  the  expenses  paid  out  of  his  own  pocket ;  hence  he 
was  the  "  promoter,"  and  the  end  to  be  promoted  was  the 
free  discussion  as  to  whether  the  union  of  all  metropolitan 
district  angling  associations  was  desirable  or  not.  As  he 
had  put  it  in  his  letter  of  yesterday  to  Mr.  Crumplen: 
That  plain  aspect  of  the  case  had  nit,  he  had  been 
informed  by  one  of  their  number,  been  brought  before  the 
Central  Association  delegates;  hence  the  circular  to 
which  was  appended  the  name  of  a  man  whose 
natural  position  was  on  that  platform.  He  meant 
Mr.  Wade.  He  had  no  information  till  last 
night  that  the  management  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion had  been  so  utterly  misled  as  to  the  objects  of 
the  meeting,  as  we  had  only  personally  invited,  in  either 
association,  one  prominent  official,  viz.,  Mr.  Thomas 
Crumplen,  of  the  Central  Association.  The  question  of 
affiliation  of  London  anglers  was  a  very  small  matter,  hut 
it  was  the  beginning  of  a  very  much  larger  matter,  and 
that  was,  the  affiliation  of  angling  associations  throughout 
the  country.  But  how  could  they  ask  country  associations 
to  affiliite  themselves  until  London  was  amalgamated? 
That  was  his  object  there  that  night.  They  were  there 
to-night  to  hear  the  arguments  as  to  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  one  Central  Anglers'  Association  for  the 
Metropolis.  It  was  to  be  hoped  that  all  personalities  would 
be  omitted,  and  that  the  speakers  would,  as  briefly  as 
possible,  without  sacrificing  important  points,  lay  their 
views  before  the  meeting. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  said  that  was  the  first  he  had 
heard  of  the  circular  read  by  the  chairman.  He  repre- 
sented the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  and  was  asked  to 
be  there  that  night.  As  far  as  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  was  concerned,  which  bad  102  membeis,  it 
was  in  favour  of  unity,  and  he  thought,  as  a  club 
delegate  to  the  Central  Association,  that  by  bringing 
themselves  together  they  would  do  more  good  to  London 
anglers  than  by  keeping  apart.  He  had  had  no  communica- 
tion with  Mr.  Wade  or  any  of  the  officials  of  the  Central 
Association,  and  so  he  spoke  as  a  free  lance  in  the 
matter  ;  but  he  was  strongly  in  favour  of  unity  in  every 
sense  of  the  word.  He  naturally  thought  that  they  would 
have  had  Mr.  Wade  there,  for  that  gentleman  was  more 
in  a  position  to  speak  on  behalf  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion than  he  was  ;  and,  in  fact,  he  thought  it  was  probable 
that  the  Central  Association  would  not  endorse  every- 
thing he  slid,  but  still,  as  one  of  his  club's  delegates,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society,  he  was  strongly 
in  favour  of  unity,  and  he  thought  that  Lord"  Inverurie  was 
also  in  favour  of  it. 

Mr.  Williams  :  At  whose  request  is  this  meeting  called. 
Is  it  called  by  the  Central  Association  or  not  ? 
The  Chairman  :  I  am  the  caller  of  it. 
Mr.  Williams  said  the  chairman  called  a  meeting 
whilst  there  were  two  associations  in  London.  He  thought 
it  an  extraordinary  tiring.  They  had  two  associations, 
which  for  years  had  been  looking  after  the  interests  of 
anglers,  and  then  some  gentlemen  called  a  meeting  that, 
said  they  were  all  wrong.  He  bo'ieved  that  those  associa- 
tions had  committees  and  officers,  and  he  undei  stood  that 
they  did  not  attend  there. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  called  the  meeting,  and  had 
done  so  on  h:s  own  responsibility.  He  had  been  working 
amongst  London  anglers  during  the  last  six  years,  and 
during  that  time  he  had  heard  it  expressed  by  hard-work- 
ing and  clever  anglers,  "  Why  have  we  not  got  one  united 
angling  association  for  London."  That  was  a  great  cry. 
His  object  was  to  get  the  feeling  of  the  anglers  and  not 
the  officials.  If  the  officials  did  not  represent  the  anglers, 
it  was  time  that  they  were  done  away  with.  If  they  did 
represent  tho  anglors,  then  all  he  said  was  that  they  had 
not  the  courage  of  their  opinions  to  come  and  talk  it  over. 
They  had  a  largo  numberof  representatives  there,  and  if  they 
were  so  ignorant  and  knew  nothing  of  the  privileges  con- 
feriel  by  the  Central  Association,  was  it  net  time  the 
question  was  debated  ?  E  very  body  was  afraid  of  the 
officials  at  the  present  moment,  but  he  would  like  to  hear 
some  of  the  officials.  lie  trusted  that  explanation  was 
satisfactory  to  Mr.  Williams. 

Mr.  Williams:  Not  at  all;  I  am  no  further  forward 
now. 
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Mr.  Graham  Gordon  said  that  he,  like  Mr.  Williams, 
was  in  perfect  ignorance  as  to  how  the  meeting  was  con- 
vened, and  therefore  he  was  not  able  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  various  propositions  as  he  might  have  been  had  he 
been  fully  aciuainted  with  the  object.    But  it  did  strike 
him  as  rather  peculiar  that  an  independent  gentleman, 
not  a  member  of  those  two  bird  working  associations, 
should  convene  a  meeting  to  discuss  what  tho  se  societies 
were  doing.    It  would  seem  as  logical  if  anyone  m  the 
City  of  London,  or  the  West  End,  or  East  End,  convened 
a  meeting  to  consider  whether  justice  was  administered  in 
this  country,  and  to  criticise  and  call  upon  the  House  of 
Lords,  or  the  House  of  Commons,  to  send  representatives 
to  the  meeting,  or  his  meeting,  to  explain  whether  they 
should  not  be  reprimanded,  or,  if  necessity,  abolished, 
and  other  Lords  and  Commoners  substituted.    He  quite 
understood  in  all  communities,  fishing  or  otherwise,  that 
there  were  malcontents — men  who  never  would  be  satisfied, 
for  it  was  perfectly  legitimate  for  gentlemen  to  meet  together 
and  air  their  grievances  ;  but  he  did  not  think  that  they 
should  complain  if  those  against  whom  they  were  working 
should  decline  to  come  at  their  request  to  submit  them- 
selves to  examination.    He  thought  they  had  two  societies 
which  were  doing  work  for  the  general  benefit  of  anglers. 
They  might  be  working  on  different  lines,  but  he  had  heard 
nothing  to  suggest  that  their  object  was  not  the  interests 
of  anglers  generally;  that  had  not  been  contradicted, 
and  it  had  been  suggested  by  someone  that  those  two 
associations  should  amalgamate  and  form  a  union.  Well 
those  gentlemen  who  represented  those  societies  did  not 
seem  to  be  taking  it  on,  and  they  were  doing  very  good 
work  as  it  was.    He  was  told  by  the  chairman  that 
individual  anglers  had  made  complaints,  and  he  supposed 
that  they  would  hear  those  complaints  ;  but  they  were  a 
very  small  meeting  there  that  night.    He  was  inclined  to 
believe  that  had  there  been  any  very  serious  cause  ot 
complaint  there  would  have  been  more  representatives 
than  were  present  that  night.    There  were  thousands  of 
anglers  in  London,  and  hundreds  of  men  assoc:ated  with 
those  two  societies  who  would  have  a  subject  of  that  kind 
at  heart  if  there  was  any  real  ground  for  grievance  ;  but 
when  he  looked  round  at  the  meeting  he  was  astonished  at 
its  smallness,  if  the  cause  of  complaint  was  of  such  magni- 
tude.   Had  there  been  serious  cause  of  complaint  clubs 
would  have  been  there  in  force  that  night,  and  have  criti- 
cised the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  proposal.    But,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  found  there  a  very  small  sprinkling  of 
anglers,  no  doubt  most  keen  and  most  interested  in 
aug'ing,  as  he  himself,  who  had  been  misled  into  the 
assumption  that  if  they  came  there  that  night  they  would 
hear  something  which  would  call  for  their  serious  con- 
sideration, but  it  seemed,  from  what  he  had  heard,  that 
nothing  had  been  formulated,  and    nothing  charged 
against  either  of  those  two  associations.    There  had  been 
nothing  to  his  mind  conclusive  that  union  was  necessary  ; 
that  there  was  that  strained  relationship  between  those 
two  associations    which   demanded   that    some  such 
step  as  amalgamation  and  unity  should  at  once  be 
brought  about.     It  was  not  fair  and  right,  in  his 
humble  judgment,  for  an  individual  member  suddenly  to 
stand  up  and  call  upon  two  parties  to  come  together 
-and  face    his   meeting  and    stand    arraigned    at  his 
bar  to  discuss  ani  show  to  him  the  respective  merits  of 
those  two  associations.    His  own  opinion  was  that  the 
meeting  would  do  a  great  deal  of  good,  because  they  would 
go  back  to  their  respective  clubs  and  see  what  the  feeling 
was  amongst  their  membera,  and  if  there  was  anything  in 
the  proposition  of  the  chairman  it  would  filter  through 
and  be  discussed  by  the  clubs,  and  the  matter  would  be 
put  before  the  two  associat  i  >ns,  and  those  two  associations 
would  meet  together  in  solemn  conclave  and  say  :  "  It  does 
sjem  to  U3,  perchance,  that  ama'gamatiou  is  good  for  the 
general  body  of  anglers,"  and  if  they  did  that  they  would 
make  their  own  arrangements.    If  the  associations  did 
something  wrong  to  anglers,  then,  he  said,  there  might 
perhaps  be  a  very  large  meeting  of  those  that  were  under 
their  ;eyis  to  ask  whether  it  would  not  be  possible,  in  some 
way  or  other,  to  remove  the  grievance,  but  that  night  he 
liad  heard  of  no  grievance  whatever.    He  said  that  as  long 
as  those  associations  were  working  for  the  uuiversil  benefit 
of  anglers,  and- nothing  to-night  had  been  shown  that  they 
were  not,  he  did  not  think  it  was  proper  or  becoming  on 
their  part  to  criticise  them,  and  ask  them  to  come  and 
explain  their  movements  to  the  meeting. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  (treasurer  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion) said  that  lie  thought  Mr.  Gordon  had  not  spoken  to 
the  point,  and  it  was  a  matter  for  the  anglers  of  Loudon  to 
say  which  association  thejr  preferred. 
The  Chairman  :  Or  neither. 
Mr.  Parker  said  that  then  came  the  question,  what 
did  the  one  society  do  that  the  other  did  not  ?  He  thought 
he  could  show  them,  at  all  events,  what  the  Ang'ers' 
Association  did. 

The  Chairman  :  I  am  afraid  it  is  rather  a  party 
question. 

Mr.  Parker  said  the  Anglers'  Association  charged  2s. 
for  a  privilege  ticket,  and  the  Central  Association  only 
charged  Is.  Then,  last  year  they  spent,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  on  the  River  Stort,  £70  7s.  3d. ;  they  subscribed 
£21  to  the  Tham°s  Angling  Preservation  Society,  a  guinea 
to  the  Thames  River  Keepers'  Dinner,  and  for  the  use  of 
their  private  members  they  spent  £181  4s.  Id.  They  had 
a  large  number  of  waters  to  fish  in,  and  if  members 
thought  it  was  worth  their  while  to  fish  in  those  waters 
they  should  certainly  pay.  They  asked  for  support  because 
they  spent  money  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  of  the 
anglers  of  London— members  of  the  Central  Association 
and  otherwise. 

Mr.  Marriott  said  that  what  they  had  to  consider 
was  the  benefit  which  would  accrue  from  amalgamation.  In 
this  land  everyone  had  a  perfect  right  to  call  a  meeting.  As 
to  the  meeting  that  night,  a  great  mistake  was  made 
in  calling  it  for  seven  o'clock.    He  believed  that  the  great 


bulk  of  the  anglers  of  London  were  very  heartily  iu  favour 
of  amalgamation  and  having  only  one  society.  The 
existence  of  the  two  associations  was  a  curse  to  the  anglers 
of  London.  ("  No,  no.")  It  was  undoubtedly  a  very  great 
curse.    As  to  the  circular  which  had  been  read,  it  was 
nonsense  to  say  that  union  would  do  harm  to  the  working 
man  angler,  inasmuch  as  working  men  anglers  would  be  in 
the  majority.    As  to  raising  the  price  to  4s.,  or  5s  ,  or  10s., 
it  would  be  in  their  hands  whether  it  should  be  raised. or 
not.    With  regard  to  what  might  be  done  if  they  had 
amalgamation,  they  knew  it  was  desirable,  if  possible,  to 
extend  the  privilege  tickets  upon  their  railways.  There 
were  two  or  three  stations  on  the  Great  Western  Railway 
which  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  add  to  those  they 
already  had  tickets  for.  But  when  fitst  one  set  of  men  went 
and  then  another  it  was  not  so  easy  to  get  what  they 
wanted.    Then,  in  the  interests  of  London  anglers,  it  was 
necessary  that  Parliamentary  action  should  be  taken  with 
regard  to  angling  rights,  and  it  was  most  necessary  to  go 
united  in  those  matters,  to  bring  pressure  to  bear  in  those 
matters.    The  chairman  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  when  he 
spoke  of  that  beiug  only  a  step  in  the  way  of  uniting 
anglers  generally.    They  knew  in  the  country  many  of  the 
local  associations  had  taken  up  water,  and  it  was  not 
brotherly  for  those  men  to  carefully  exclude  everybody 
except  those  who  live  in  the  locality.    He  hoped  to 
see    a   better   feeling   about  that,  and    he  thought 
they  had  a  better  chant?  in  those  matters  if  only  one 
association  existed.    He  thought,  to  a  large  extent,  there 
prevailed  amongst  anglers  who  happened  to  be  able  to 
fish  private  waters,  and  to  belong  to  what  he  might  call 
upper  class  clubs,  an  idea  that  there  interests  were  not 
entirely  the  same  as  those  of  working  class  anglers.  That 
feeling  did  exist,  but  he  believed  the  chairman  was  a 
noble  exception.    Let  them  take  what  might  be  done  for 
the  river  Thames.    It  could  provide  good  sport  for  neariy 
all  the  anglers  in  London  if  well  looked  after.    But  was  it 
likely  to  be  well  looked  after  if  they  had  two  associations— 
for  there  was  no  doubt  that  they  were  antagonistic  to  each 
other,  and  they  served  certain  groups  of  men  ?    That  was 
why  anglers  were  outside  the  association,  because  it  did 
not  suit  their  convenience.    He  trusted  that  they  would 
see  the  day  when  there  would  be  amalgamation.  They 
knew  that  it  was  absolutely  cert lin  to  come.    They  could 
fool  anglers  for  some  time,  but  they  could  not  fool  them 
for  the  whole  of  the  time  ;  and  those  who  were  against 
amalgamation  were  endeavouring  to  fool  the  angling 
public.    It  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  amalgamation 
if  they  were  to  extend  their  privileges  and  retain  those 
they  had,  for  he  held  that  those  privileges  were  in 
jeopardy  by  reason  of  the  existence  of  the  two  associations. 
A  gentleman  asked  if  it  was  not  a  fact  that  the  question  of 
th 9  amalgamation  of  those  associations  was  brought  up 
fifteen  years  ago. 
The  Chairman  •  Seventeen  years  ago. 
Telegrams  were  read  from  Mr.  Chambers  and  Mr. 
Jeffrey  (Epsom)  in  favour  of  amalgamation,  and  a  letter 
was  read  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Cook,  who  said  :  "  I  have  long 
been  of  opinion  that  it  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  join 
all  the  angling  clubs  of  England  into  one  big  union,  and 
the  first  step  undoubtedly  is  to  form  an  amalgamation 
between  the  two  great  associations  of  angling  clubs. " 

The  Chairman  said  that  was  not  a  meeting  at  which  it 
was  necessar  to  arraign  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  it 
was  not  intended  for  that  purpose.  It  was  to  raise  the 
question  amongst  angling  clubs.  Did  they  wish  the  matter 
agitated  by  these  associations  or  not  H  They  had  assoeia- 
tioas,  and  if  they  found  the  question  burning  enough  to 
take  up,  they  would  do  so.  He  deeply  regretted  the  very 
small  attendance.  Whether  it  was  owing  to  the  attempts 
to  crush  the  movement  he  did  not  care  twopence,  for  five 
years  from  now  they  would  see  the  matter  carried  out.  It 
would  be  carried  out  in  spite  of  the  men  working  against 
it.  If  the  men  who  disbelieved  iu  the  union  of  angling 
associations  would  state  the  reasors  why  they  disapproved, 
they  would  be  glad  to  hear  the  reasons.  They,  as  anglers, 
would  be  glad  to  hear  both  sides,  and  form  their  own 
conclusi  in.  That  was  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and, 
with  all  due  deference  to  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr.  Gordon,  he 
contended  that  it  was  a  justifiable  reason  for  calling  the 
anglers  of  London  together. 

Mr.  Ball  said  that  for  some  time  he  had  decided  to  get 
the  opinions  of  London  anglers,  and  those  in  the  country  as 
well,  as  to  having  some  central  clubhouse  in  fjondon. 
They  might  call  it  the  "Anglers,"  and  the  angling 
societies  could  be  properly  represented  under  one  roof. 
There  were  many  important  clubs,  and  all  had  to  go  to 
different  places  for  their  meetings.  He  could  not  help 
thinking  that  if  they  had  some  good  club  here  in  the 
heart  of  London,  which  would  be  supported  by  the 
angling  fraternity,  with  committee  rooms  for  the  various 
clubs,  each  contributing  so  much  towards  the  expense, 
such  amalgamation  as  that  would  go  a  long  way  towards 
getting  what  they  wanted.  There  were  many  country 
anglers  coming  to  London,  and  they  never  knew  where  to 
go  ;  but  if  they  had  such  a  house  as  he  suggested  they 
could  go  there.  It  was  only  a  suggestion,  but  he  ventured 
to  say  that  it  would  be  a  good  thing  to  have  one  large 
house  where  they  would  know  that  they  were  welcome. 

The  Chairman:  Do  you  suggest  the  amalgamation  of 
the  British  Sea  Anglers  ? 

Mr.  Ball  :  1  suggest  we  hive  headquarters  for  all 
anglers,  each  club  paying  so  much  of  the  expense. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Bridgeman  remarked  that  he  had  been  a 
member  of  the  second  oldest  angling  club  for  four  or  five 
years,  but  until  last  month  he  did  not  know  that  there 
were  two  associations.  He  was  ashamed  almost  to  say 
that  the  Piscatorial  Society  hal  taken  hardly  any  interest 
in  the  matter  at  all.  He  did  not  know  any  good  reason 
why  there  should  not  be  amalgamation.  He  felt  that  the 
railway  companies  would  sooner  listen  to  one  association, 
and  he  could  quite  understand  that  country  associations 
would  sooner  be  affiliated  to  one  body.    He  did  not  know 


whether  his  association  was  affiliated  or  not.  All  he  knew 
was,  that  his  ticket  was  marked  "  Central,"  and  the  nam. 
of  Mr.  Wade  was  upon  it. 

Mr.  Ghurney  (secretary  of  the  Anglers'  Association), 
who  was  called  upon  by  the  chairman,  said  he  was  merely 
there  as  a  private  angler,  but  he  would  convey  the  feeling 
of  the  meeting  to  his  association. 

Mr.  Abrahams  thought  it  would  b9  one  of  the  grandest 
moves  if  the  associations  were  amalgamated.  They 
wanted  that  amalgamation,  and  he  believed  it  would  come 
as  the  chairman  had  said.  That  was  only  a  preliminaiy 
meeting,  and  if  they  had  a  circular  sent  to  all  the  clubs 
and  asked  the  members  to  sign,  and  call  another  meeting 
on  a  Friday  night,  they  would  get  the  support  of  the 
anglers. 

Mr.  Marriott  observed  that  the  Waltonian  Angling 
Society,  with  forty  or  fifty  members,  were  unanimously 
in  favour  of  amalgamation. 

The  Chairman  said  he  had  a  telegram  from  Mr. 
McDermott  in  favour  of  unity.  He  did  not  know,  but  he 
thought  his  was  a  Central  Association  club.  He  shouhl 
he  sorry  to  see  the  question  of  amalgamation  put  on  a  party 
basis  between  the  two  associations,  and  he  was  perfectly  sure 
that  the  members  of  the  two  assoiiitions  would  not  allow  it 
to  be  puton  a  party  basis,  no  matter  what  might  be  done  by 
interested  pirties  in  the  association.  If  it  could  not  be 
done  from  above  it  must  be  done  from  below.  He  would 
ask  if  anyone  could  suggest  how  to  get  a  p'ebiscite  of 
London  anglers. 

Mr.  Gordon  sail  he  could  suggest  a  way.  They 
belonged  to  clubs,  and  had  delegates  either  to  the  Central 
Association  or  the  Ang'ers'  As'srclation.  1  he  clubs  might 
insist  on  the  delegates  representing  them  meeting  together 
to  consider  the  question.  The  clubs  could  pass  resolutions 
insisting  on  their  delegates  voting  either  for  or.  against 
amalgamation,  and  then  the  whole  difficulty  would  be 
removed.  There  might  be  some  friction  iu  trying  to 
amalgamate  the  two  associations  ;  but  his  experience  was 
that  anglers  as  a  body  were  willing  to  work  together.  The 
remarks  he  had  made  were  not  in  opposition  to  angling, 
but  only  iu  opposition  to  the  way  they  were  attempting  to 
get  that  amalgamation.  If  they  tried  to  get  the  opinion 
cf  individual  anglers  they  would  never  come  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion,  beciuse,  as  long  as  there  was  a  question, 
there  would  be  two  sides  to  it.  The  delegates  would  be 
instructed  by  the  club3  how  to  vote,  aud  then  there  would 
be  a  majority  c  ither  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Parker  said  the  real  question  was  as  to  the  . 
advantages  or  otherwise  of  amalgamation,  and  that  was 
very  simple.  If  one  association  had  to  do  a  certain  work, 
and  the  other  one  did  a  similar  work,  the  expense  and 
trouble  must  be  double.  When  anglers  joined  a  club  it 
was  to  derive  the  greatest  possible  benefit,  and  if  they 
doubled  the  expense  they  did  not  get  the  utmost  advantage. 
Then,  again,  in  approaching  railway  companies,  they  had 
to  have  two  deputations,  aud  there  was  a  double  lot  of 
tickets  to  be  printed  and  to  be  sent  to  the  railway  com- 
panies to  stamp,  and  the  railway  companies  were  puzzled 
a  good  deal  at  times.  They  often  said,  "Do  you  repre- 
sent the  anglers  of  London."  Then  in  order  to  benefit 
the  London  anglers  it  was  apparent  that  it  was  better  to 
fish  a  large  number  of  waters  than  a  small  number. 

The  Chairman  said  that  the  delegates  had  tried  to 
settle  the  matter,  but  it  had  broken  do  m.  He  would  not 
have  asked  them  to  come  and  listeu  to  him  if  it  had  not 
failed  inside. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  that  the  Chairman  had  mis-stated  what 
he  said.  What  he  meant  was  that  each  society  should 
send  its  representatives  to  the  delegate  meeting  with  a 
mandate. 

The  Chairman  said  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to 
waken  up  London  anglers  on  the  question.  He  asked  why 
were  not  the  thousand  and  one  anglers  present  that  night. 
If  they  got  a  majority  of  three-fourths  of  London  anglers 
in  favour  of  unity  it  could  be  done. 

Mr.  Marriott  :  It  can  be  done. 

The  Chairman  :  Then  it  had  better  be  done. 

Mr.  Parker  read  the  result  of  meetings  which  took 
place  in  1884  for  the  purpose  of  amalgamation,  which  did 
not  come  to  anything,  although  the  majority  was  in  favour 
of  it. 

The  Chairman  said  he  would  like  to  hear  someone  say 
something  against  amalgamation. 

Mr.  Williams  said  it  was  to  the  interests  of  anglers  to 
have  two  associations,  for  if  one  associition  went  wrong 
the  other  would  put  it  right.  If  they  had  one  committed 
they  knew  they  lojked  upon  themselves  as  "little  god's' 
almighty,"  and  once  get  them  iu  they  would  never  get 
them  out  again,  and  the  committee  would  take  their  own 
course.  If  they  had  only  one  society  they  had  no  com. 
peting  body  to  go  to  the  railway  companies  aud  try  to  go 
one  better. 

The  Chairman  ;  Will  some  other  gentleman  speak  in 
favour  of  two  Houses  of  Commons  ? 

Mr.  Williams:  A  Government  and  an  opposition. 

A  gentleman  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Gordon's  suggestion 
would  hardly  work,  inasmuch  as  the  delegate  of  a  club  with 
twenty  members  had  equal  voting  power  with  a  club  with 
120  members. 

Mr.  V>  ordon  then  moved  :  "  That  this  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives of  clubs  insist  that  the  question  bo  considered  in 
the  clubs  ;  that  a  plebescite  be  taken  ;  and  that  the  dele- 
gates armed  with  the  resolution  of  the  plebescite  be  called 
upon  to  meet  in  conclave,  and  do  what  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  fishing  community  desire  that  should  bo 
done." 

Mr.  Marriott  secondedthe  motion. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  resolution  should 
read  as  follows  :  "  That  iu  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the 
time  is  ripe  when  the  delegates  of  the  angling  associations 
of  London  clubs  should  take  the  feeling  of  the  members  as 
to  the  question  of  unity." 

Mr.  Gordon  remarked  that,  whilst  appreciating  the 
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suggestion  of  the  chairman,  he  would  caution  them  to  go 
softly.  They  were  not  a  large  body  at  that  meeting,  and 
they  could  not  call  themsslves  a  representative  body. 

Mr.  Greg  stated  that  he  was  present  as  a  private 
individual,  but  with  reference  to  what  Mr.  Richardson  had 
said,  he  thought  he  should  not  speak  of  what  he  did  not 
know,  for  he  had  not  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Central 
Association.  He  (Mr.  Greg)  had  put  the  motion  before  his 
club,  land  everyone  of  the  members  but  one  was  against 
unity.  If  every  other  delegate  would  put  the  motion  in  the 
same  way,  before  his  club,  it  would  save  a  lot  of  trouble. 

Mr.  Richardson  said  he  stated  that  he  did  not  come 
there  as  a  delegate  of  the  Central  Association  ;  but  if  he 
was  not  present  at  the  meetings  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion himself,  his  colleague  was  there.  He  was  there  as 
the  representative  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society, 
which  was  strongly  in  favour  of  unity. 

Mr.  Greig  stated  that  he  brought  the  motion  before 
his  club  some  weeks  ago,  and  asked  them  whether  they 
were  in  favour  of  unity  or  not ;  and  after  beating  about 
the  bush  for  some  time,  they  decided  that  they  were  not. 
His  opinion  was  that  competition  was  healthy. 

Mr.  Gordon  said  he  would  withdraw  the  previous 
resolution,  and  would  now  move  the  following:  "That 
this  meeting  is  of  opinion  that  steps  should  be  taken  to 
ascertain  the  feelings  of  metropolitan  fishermen,  as  to  the 
desirability  of  amalgamating  the  Central  Association  and 
the  Anglers'  Association,  and  for  that  purpose  a  plebescite 
be  taken  by  the  various  fishing  clubs,  and  be  submitted  by 
such  delegates  at  such  meetings  of  delegates. 
Mr.  Marriott  seconded  the  motion. 
Mr.  Willi  ams  said  that  he  would  move  as  an  amendment, 
"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is  not  advisable 
in  the  interests  of  London  anglers  that  there  should  not  be 
an  amalgamation  of  the  various  London  associations."  In 
support  of  that  proposition,  he  said  that  they  had  got 
enormous  benefits  by  having  competition  amongst  the 
associations,  and  there  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  if 
they  had  had  but  one  association  the  railway  companies 
would  not  have  given  them  such  large  concessions  as  they 
had  done.  If  there  was  only  one  association  they  would 
simply  have  to  be  content  with  getting  so  much,  but  with 
a  competing  body  they  eich  tried  to  go  one  better  than 
another. 
Mr.  Greg  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Close  thought  that  they  did  not  exist  simply  to  get 
railway  facilities,  but  for  a  hundred  and  one  other  pur- 
poses. When  one  association  now  approached  the  railwxy 
companies  they  were  asked  whether  they  reprosjnted  the 
anglers  of  London,  and  they  were  bound  to  answer  "  No." 

Some  discussion  followed  as  to  whether  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Williams  was  in  order  or  not,  but  eventually  it  was 
put  to  the  meeting,  when  only  the  mover  and  seconder 
foted_  for  it.  The  resolution  of  Mr.  Gordon  was  then 
submitted  and  carried  with  only  one  dissentient. 
.  The  Chairman  announced  that  steps  would  be  taken  to 
bring  the  motion  before  the  various  clubs  in  London,  and 
the  meeting  then  closed  with  the  usual  vote  of  thanks. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

£3£"  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  (Wednes- 
day). —  The  information  1  have  received  from  my 
numerous  Thames  c  irrespondents  i3  of  a  very  promising 
character  in  reference  to  the  trout  in  the  river,  and  the 
opening  day  of  the  season  was  April  1.  My  friend,  Mr. 
C.  H.  Wheeley,  writing  from  Weybridge  on  Tuesday 
last,  says  ;  "  Vou  will  be  glad  to  hear  the  water  is  getting 
into  condition  for  trouting  much  quicker  than  might  have 
been  expected,  the  colour  has  improved  wonderfully,  but 
there  is  a  tremendous  stream  running.  We  had  a  very 
sharp  frost  last  night.  This  will  keep  the  baits  down." 
William  Milbourne  reports  :  "  The  last  two  or  three  days 
trout  have  been  showing  themselves.  1  have  seen  several 
large  fish  between  Hampton  Court  Bridge  and  the  Water 
Gallery.  The  water  up  to  Wednesday  has  been  falling 
fast,  and  if  we  do  not  get  any  more  rain  before 
April  1  the  water  will  then  be  in  good  order."  I  have 
only  quoted  these  two  reports,  as  generally  indicative 
of  the  prospects  for  trout  fishers,  though  I  might 
add  the  testimony  of  William  Douglas,  Head  River 
Keeper  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
"I  have  seen  trout  on  the  move  in  different  p^ces  up 
the  country,  and  the  water  is  a  very  good  colour."  Jn 
referring  to  "  up  the  country,"  he  means  as  far  as  Staines. 
I  have  been  assured  from  experiencs  that  amongst  the 
numerous  body  of  fishermen  who  hold  deputations 
connected  with  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society 
as  assistant  river  keepers  and  for  the  privilege  of  using  the 
bait  net,  are  expected  to  assist  in  Thames  Preservation. 
There  are  many  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  from 
my  first  acquaintance  with  the  river  who  have  always  been 
ready  to  give  assistance  in  the  work  and  I  am  glad  to  give 
evidence  of  this,  that  after  the  recent  flood  Edward 
Rosewall  of  llalliford  has  been  the  means  of  saving  6000 
fish  that  had  been  left  behind,  and  safely  returned  them  to 
their  native  home  in  the  river.  Such  assistance  as  this  is 
entitled  to  some  appreciation,  and  I  am  glad  to  publish  jt. 
I  hope  next  weok  to  be  able  to  report  some  captures  of 
trout.— B. 

Thames  (Datchet). — The  river  is  in  first-rate  order  for 
the  trout ;  still  very  high,  which  ought  to  increase  the  chance 
of  catching  some  of  the  fish  in  our  reach,  which  is  generally 
too  slow  when  the  weirs  are  shut  down.  I  hear  there  is  an 
otter  up  stream  by  Black  Potts,  some  workmen  saw  him 
this  morning. — G.  Lumsden. 


Thames  (Lechlade,  &c).— The  Thames  trouting 
season  opened  on  April  1 .  A  good  show  of  trout  is  reported 
in  the  district  between  here  and  Cricklade. — Rambler. 

  (Windsor  District).  —  Wa'er  here  has  cleared 

nicely,  the  only  drawback  to  the  opening  day  (Thursday) 
of  Thames  trouting  being  that  at  time  of  writing  there 
is  a  very  cold  wind,  and  unless  fish  have  been  "  marked 
down  "  beforehand,  very  few,  if  any,  will  be  seen  moving. 
I  have  been  told  of  one  or  two  good  fish  near,  but  un- 
fortunately am  unable  just  now  to  verify  these  reports 
myself.  It  is  some  years  since  I  had  the  first  blood  of  the 
season,  but  do  not  despair  of  again  scoring,  and  shall  most 
certainly  later  on  wait|  on  that  Boveney  beauty  if  no  one 
gets  him. — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District. — No  trout  fishing  has  taken 
place  this  week  owing  to  colder  weather.  A  few  flies  only 
are  on  the  water  in  the  middle  of  the  day. — Thomas  Ford 
(Caistor). 

Avon  (Ringwood). — The  weather  during  the  past 
week  has  been  much  more  favourable  for  anglers  here. 
The  river,  though  still  high,  has  been  clear,  and  some 
capital^  sport  has  been  the  result.  Amongst  the  latest 
takes  in  salmon  are  two  splendid  fish,  by  Mr.  R.  H. 
Morant  and  Mr.  Norman,  of  321b.  each,  both  of  which 
were  in  the  pink  of  condition ;  whilst  Mr.  Patterson  took  a 
smaller  one  of  221b.  There  has  als:>  been  several  fish 
taken  in  the  Avon  Castle  water  and  at  Bisterne.  The 
trout  season  has  now  commenced,  and  already  some  takes 
have  been  recorded.  Mr.  G.  L.  Polden,  a  local  angler, 
killed  a  fine  fish  of  51b.  in  the  millstream. — Piscatorial. 

Avon  (South  Devon).— With  a  view  to  further 
improve  the  fishing  the  Avon  and  Erme  Fishing  Associa- 
tion have  just  placed  a  thousand  yearling  rainbow  trout  in 
the  waters.  Last  year  a  couple  of  thousand  brown  trout 
were  introduced.  There  has  been  fine  sport  in  the  Avon, 
even  during  the  recent  rough  weather,  when  most  of  tli9 
rivers  were  unfishable,  the  stream  being  splendidly 
sheltered. — Devonian. 

Bare,  Norfolk  (Wrozham  District).— Angling  is* 
rather  quiet  in  this  neighbourhood  just  now,  owing  to  the 
very  unsettled  weather  principally,  as  the  river  is  in  very 
nice  colour,  although  a  trifle  clear.  The  weather,  however, 
has  been  extremely  wild  and  stormy,  with  westerly  and 
north-westerly  gales,  turning  this  evening  very  cold,  with 
decided  chances  of  snow.  Roach,  perch,  andrudd  have  fed 
well  to  light  leger  baited  with  red  worm,  and  I  took  a 
bream  yesterday— but  the  perch  and  rudd  are  very  small , 
seldom  exceeding  ^lb.,  and  the  small  ruffe  are  a  great 
nuisance  when  worming.  I  have  no  report  as  to  trout 
fly-fishing  at  present  on  the  brooks  and  upper  waters  ;  but 
have  not  found  trout  to  rise  at  all  worth  mentioning  at 
present,  even  in  the  evening,  neither  are  they  taking 
minnow  or  worm  with  any  freedom.  Plaice  are  out  of 
condition.  Vegetation  generally  is  very  forward,  and  the 
season  up  to  now  is  a  good  three  weeks  ahead  of  last  year. 
A  fair  amount  of  yachting  will  commence  at  Easter. 
Prospects  for  angling  rather  quiet. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— A  new  regu- 
lation has  been  decided  on  by  the  lessee  of  the  Bull 
Trout  Fishery,  to  the  effect  that  no  season  tickets  will  be 
issued  until  the  beginning  of  May,  but  day  tickets  will  be 
issued  as  usual,  the  proprietor  reserving  the  right  to  refuse 
any  ticket  if  he  so  thinks  fit  .  The  water  was  in  excellent 
condition  for  the  opening  day  (April  1),  and  there  is  daily 
a  good  hatch  out  of  March  Browns,  Olive  Duns,  and 
Gnats,  and  little  clouds  of  Sherry  Spinners  are  also  daily 
on  the  water.  About  11.30  and  2.30  the  trout  rise  well.— 
Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Fishing  has  been 
rather  dull  this  week,  few  anglers  having  been  out.  Capt. 
Whiteley  has  been  getting  some  fine  takes  of  trout  at 
Stretcheford,  whilst  Mr.  M.  Revell,  and  Mr.  J.  Windeath, 
basketed  a  couple  of  doztn  from  the  Dartington  waters. 
Mr.  W.  F.  Tollit  had  a  dish  of  fourteen  a  day  or  two  ago, 
and  Mr.  F.  Hole,  ten.  The  Rev.  A.  S.  Sandback,  of 
Bridgetown,  hooked  a  salmon,  weighing  101b.,  at  Totues 
weir,  with  a  fly. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  rivers  have  pretty  well 
fined  down  by  this  time,  and  the  consequent  improvement 
in  fishing,  with  trout  especiilly  has  been  very  marked,  In 
the  preserved  portions  of  the  Otter  there  have  been  some 
good  takes  with  the  March  Browns  and  February  Iteds  ; 
but  1  hear  that  a  good  deal  of  poaching  is  carried  on  in  this 
district,  in  common  with  many  other  rivers.  The  Half 
Stone  and  Blue  Upright  are  recommended  on  the  Exe  and 
Barle,  whilst  on  the  North  Devon  streams  a  quantity  of 
trout  have  been  creeled.  Salmon  are  reported  as  abundant 
in  the  Taw  and  Torridge,  where  fishing  commences  on 
April  1.  Taken  generally,  however,  salmon  fishing  has 
been  very  slack  as  yet.  The  Dart  has  proved  an  exception, 
for  many  big  fish  have  been  landed,  but  on  the  Esk  little 
has  been  done  by  nets  and  rods. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  trout  fishing  season  on  this  river 
opened  under  unfavourable  conditions  on  the  March  lfi, 
last.  In  fact  so  detrimental  has  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather  proved  that  practically  nothing  has  been  done 
until  the  present  week.  The  heavy  floods  which  have 
swept  the  river  during  the  last  few  days  have  also  been 
responsible  for  the  lack  of  sport.  Tne  only  catches  of  note 
that  are  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  Arthur  E.  Stanforth,  ten  and  a 
half  brace ;  Mr.  F.  Stanforth,  seven  brace;  whilst  Mr. 
Marks  and  Mr.  Baker  have  had  some  fairly  good  sport  on 
the  association  waters.  The  Lealholm  and  Dauby  Fishing 
Club  have  turned  down,  in  their  own  stretch  of  water  £15 
worth  of  yearling  trout,  which  number  about  (J00  and 
which  were  all  in  good  condition. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Frosty  mornings  have 
not  improved  trouting  during  last  day  or  two,  and  meagre 
bags  have  been  the  general  experience.  Prior  to  this 
coloured  water  brought  the  worm  fishermen  out  in  force, 
and  some  heavy  baskots  were  made,  especially  pa  the 
Lower  Exe  Association  waters.  Some  large  trout  have 
also  fallen  victims  to  the  salmon  anglers  whilst  spinning. 


Best  flies  for  next  week  or  two :    Half  Stone,  Blue 
UprightjMarch  Brown,  and  Blue  Duns.— Red  Palmer. 
Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather 

has  become  cold  and  unfavourable  for  fishing.  They  might 
take  worms  if  nicely  swum,  but  as  to  rising  to  a  fly  that 
seems  very  unlikely.  The  inott  of  the  fishing  in  this 
district  is  what  may  be  called  brook  fishing,  and  con- 
sequently requires  some  care.  Very  little  work  will  be 
done  this  side  of  Easter  unless  the  weather  becomes  finer. 
So  soon  as  the  fish  will  rise  February  Reds  and  March 
Browns  will  be  in  request.  I  hear  some  otters  have 
been  at  work,  notwithstanding  the  pack  that  was  brought 
over. — Limpet. 

Idle  District  (North  Notts).— Again  there  is  not 
much  to  report  amongst  anglers.  The  weather  is  cold, 
and  there  is  not  much  to  tempt  people  to  the  waterside. 
In  the  upper  district  and  towards  Southwell  1  hear  of  some 
attempt  at  work  among  the  club  subscribers,  by  means  of 
worm  and  other  bottom  baits.  The  fish  taken  so  far  are 
not  in  first-class  condition,  and  mil  be  all  the  better  for  a 
week  or  two  longer  rest.  There  are  a  good  number  of 
trout  in  certain  lengths  of  the  Ryton,  but  most  of  them 
are  strictly  preserved. — L. 

-  Llanishen  Reservoir    (Cardiff).—  Mr.  Hugh 

Evans,  fishing  with  Mr.  R.  Watkins  and  fneud,  landed  a 
splendid  trout  of  3Jlb. — C.  C.  Jones. 

Ely  (Cardiff). — From  all  reports,  average  bags  have 
been  made  this  week. — C.  C.  Jones. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
noted  trout  streams  are  running  in  good  order  for  fishing, 
having  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  anglers  can  now 
venture  out,  the  weather  having  turned  fine  with  am 
occasional  shower  of  rain.  The  trout  have  begun  to  rise 
better  at  the  fly,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  - 
and  have  uted  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Cowdung, 
Whirling  Blue,  Iron  Blue,  and  February  Reds,  with 
success. — G  WYNNE. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).  — 
These  rivers,  although  fishable,  are  still  on  the  big  side,  and 
sink  very  slowly,  as  the  weather  is  variable ;  yet  should 
the  next  few  days  be  moderately  favourable,  the  streams 
will  be  in  good  order  by  the  beginning  of  the  coming  week, 
when  best  flies  should  be  :  February  Red,  March  Brown, 
Blue  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  Cowdung,  and  Iron  Blue.  A  few 
rods  out,  but  nothing  worth  reporting  done. — R.  T. 
Williams. 

Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart  (Eggesford  and 

District). — There  has  been  some  splendid  sport  in  these 
streams  during  the  past  few  days,  both  trout  and  salmon 
beini  plentiful. — Devonian. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford).— Some  good  baskets  have 
been  taken  by  Mr.  Williamson  and  Easton,  fishing  on  the 
hotel  water,  the  former  taking  two  and  a  half  dozen  on 
Thursday,  all  fine  fish.  Re-stocking  the  river  and  putting 
in  an  8in.  limit,  should  have  the  effect  of  making  this  one 
of  the  best  trouting  streams  in  the  west  of  England. — 
Portman. 

Mole  and  Bray  (South  Molton,  N.  Devon).— 

The  rivers  have  greatly  improved,  and  trout  are  moving 
themselves  in  good  numbers.  Anglers  fishing  in  the  waters 
connected  with  the  George  Hotel  are  making  good  baskets 
of  excellent  fish.  The  prospect  for  anglers  is  above  the 
average.  March  Brown  and  Blue  Upright  appear  to  be 
very  killing. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers— To  -morrow  (April  1) 
all  the  club  waters  of  the  district  will  be  accessible  to  fly 
hands,  notably  those  of  the  Uttoxeter  Angling  Associa- 
tion, and  a  goodly  number  of  local  rods  will  be  able  to 
resume  their  sport.  The  streams  are  in  excellent  ply, 
needing  only  a  few  days  genial  weather  to  bring  out  the 
natural  fly  in  sufficient  quantity  to  bring  up  the  fish.  The 
bsst  pattern  of  the  dun  family,  for  use  on  the  Blythe, 
Dove,  and  Brooks,  is  what  is  known  as  April  dun  Body, 
rabbits  blue  fur,  ribbed  neatly  with  yellow  silk ;  legs  and 
whisk,  dark  olive-staiued  hens  hackle ;  wings,  starling. 
This  will  kill  for  some  time  to  come.  On  the  Leak  and 
Moorland  Club's  water  (Churnett)  I  found  trout  disposed 
to  take  Cockwing  Dun  (Moss's  pattern)  in  the  streams 
water,  but  the  big  fellows  that  have  a  home  in  this  length 
are  not  yet  showing  much. — F.  W.  Dalk. 

Ouse  (Denver). — Whether  it  is  because  of  the  near 
spawning  season  or  mt  I  cannot  siy,  but  the  angling 
fraternity  hereabouts  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence, 
particularly  so,  having  regard  to  the  open  weather  we 
have  lately  been  favoured  with,  and  which,  by  the  way, 
bids  fair  to  continue.  The  waters  are  in  good  trim,  and 
the  "  occisionals,"  who  from  time  to  time  make  a  cast, 
have  had  some  fair  sport.  Doubtless  the  Easter  holidays, 
coupled  with  the  excellent  facilities  of  the  G.E.R.,  will 
afford  us  some  visitors,  and  any  old  faces  will  readily  be 
recognised  by — Water  Wagtail. 

Roath  Park  Lake  (Cardiff).— Mr.  Farthing,  Mr. 
Stuart,  and  Mr.  Rees  have  been  the  most  successful  anglers 
last  week,  several  fish  being  over  31b.  Weather  wretched. — 
C.  C.  Jones. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).  —  Trout  fishing  was  satis- 
factory last  weok,  and  several  local  anglers  had  excellent 
sport  with  the  spinning  baits.  On  Monday,  however,  the 
river  had  overflowed  its  banks  in  consequence  of  heavy 
storms  in  the  upper  districts,  and  sport  has  been 
impracticable. — Hakren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — There  is,  as  yet,  no  decided  ohange  for  the 
better  as  regards  angling  prospects,  cold  winds  being  still 
in  the  ascendant,  and  with  the  summits  of  all  the  principal 
Welsh  hills  still  covered  with  snow,  sport  has  not  been  up 
to  the  average.  Somo  nice  trout  are  being  taken  in  the 
Tanat  during  favourable  intervals,  and  the  little  river  Cain 
still  maintains  its  roputa  ion  for  its  abundance  of  trout, 
especially  iu  the  pretty  Vale  of  Llaufechain,  where  some 
good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  recently  taken. — Vyknwy. 

Sulby  (Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man).— Some  good  fishings 
of  sea  and  brown  trout  is  being  had,  and  there  is  plenty 
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of  water  in  the  river.  The  fish  are  m  good  condition  and 
cood  sixe  running  up  to  61b.  in  weight  Anglers  for  the 
lister  holidays  onght  to  have  a  good  time,  never  more 
fish  seen  in  the  river  at  this  time  ot  the  year.-W. 

(  Sussex  Rivers— There  is  between  the  seasons  but 
li.tl to  record.  In  private  waters  roach  fishermen  have 
had  sport,  and  the  prospects  of  trouting  are  good.  In  the 
Suth  we  start  in  April,  and  the  Ashling  streams  appear 
well  stocked,  but  as  regards  free  trout  fishing  there  is  but 
little  to  be  had.  1  should  advise  Mr.  Richardson  to  join 
he  Sussex  Piscatorials-he  will  get  plenty  of  trouting  and 
oarse  fishing  the  season  through.-G.EORGE  F 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  good  order 
forfi.^hing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  with  trosty  nights, 
and  afew  showers  of  rain,  which  has  not  altered  the  state 
of  the  water.  A  good  few  anglers  have  been  out  this 
week  and  the  trout  are  moving  better  and  rise  well  at 
middavatthe  fly.  The  best  flies  to  use  are  the  March 
£n  Blue  Dun  Iron  Blue,  Red  Palmer,  February  Red, 
•  and  Cowdung.  Bottom  fishing  has  been  tried  with  worm 
with  succesf,  some  fine  trout  being  landed -  Artificial 
minnow  has  accounted  for  s>me.  good  trout.  On  Monday 
the  water  below  Ashford  was  tried  with  the  fly,  and  some 
good  fish  taken.  Near  New  Bridge  sport  has  been  good 
with  fly.  Below  Ludford  some  good  trout  have  been 
caught  with  worms.— S.  Lidlow.  . 

Teme  (Tenbnry).-The  Teme  in  this  district  has 
cleared  and  lowered,  and  is  now 'running  in  good  fishing 
order.  The  weather  has  been  fane  but  cold,  with  a  tew 
showers  of  rain,  but  has  not  stopped  angling.  A  tew 
anglers  have  been  out,  and  the  trout  have  moved  fairly 
well  at  the  fly,  and  some  nice-sized  fish  taken,  and  the 
prospects  for  sport,  as  the  season  advances,  are  good,  and 
good  lots  of  fish  should  be  landed.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  now  in  first-rate 
order  for  fly  fishing,  and  the  trout  are  sporting  ;  one  of  our 
local  gentlemen  took  twenty-seven  on  Friday  last-I  saw 
them  in  his  creel,  and  they  were  a  good  sample.  Salmon 
fishing  begins  to-morrow  (Thursday),  and  there  is  every 
chance  of  its  being  a  successful  season.  Weather  mild  and 
showery. — J.  D.  Bastard. 

Wel'land— A  splendid  salmon  trout,  weighing  jid., 
•kisbeen  caught  in  the  river  Welland   at  Duddmgton 
near  Stamford,  by  Mr.  Sealey,  and  has  been  presented  to 
Mr  W  Goddard  Jackson.    This  is  the  second  trout  that 
lias' been  caught  in  the  mill  dam  within  a  few  months.— 

h  Witham,  &c.  (Mid  Lincolnshire).— Angling  for 
coarse  fith  this  year  has  stopped  at  the  regulation  date 

.  though  it  was  evident  to  anyone  that  it  would  have  been 
possible  to  have  carried  on  roach  fishing  to  the  end  of  the 
month,  or  even  later,  without  the  slightest  damage  to  the 
future.  According  to  appearances  the  roach  will  be  very 
late  in  going  to  spawn  this  year,  and  consequently  it  wil 
be  late  in  July  before  they  will  be  anything  ike  ready  foi 
sport.   This  is  giving  them  a  long  close  time.  Trout 

'  fishing  has  not  yet  begun,  and,  being  in  the  hands  of  strict 
subscribers,  there  is  not  much  chance  tor  the  general  run 
of  anglers  in  this  neighbourhood.— Luci. 
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Lochawe.-From  Lochawe  Hotel,  on  Friday:  Mr. 
Ti^vanion  seven  trout;  Saturday,  three  trout ;  Monday, 
ten  trout  Mr.  Mitford,  three  trout,  one  about  21b  same 
day  on  RWei-  Orchy.  Dalmally  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Skinner, 
London,  one  salmon,  211b. ;  good  prospects— 0,.  i  . 

Lochleven  (Kinross).-The  season  has  been  rat  er 
late  in  opening,  in  consequence  of  heavy  flooding  and  cold, 
boisterous  weather.  During  the  pas  week  snow  has 
Mien  and  a  biting  wind  from  the  north-west  with  sharp 
fro  t  has  nreveitfd  anglers  from  making  an  at'emp1,  to 
d,aw  >'  fi\Sod."  Itls  probable  something  wi'd  be  done 
with  the  rod  next  week,  though  the  loch  is  not  in  a 
Tati'f  ictory  state  for  angling  at  present  One  hundred  and 
seven  competitions  have  been  fixed  by  c  ubs  The  first 
competition  will  be  held  by  the  ,St.,  Minn  Club  from 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Border  Esk  (Langholm)  .-River  still  flooded.  Mr. 
Le  Cocq,  Eskdale  Hotel,  had  some  very  fine  sport  in  the 
lower  water  on  Monday,  landing  three  salmon  kelts. 
On  Tuesday  he  had  a  beautiful  new  run  spring  salmon, 
weighing  181b.,  in  the  Willow  Pool,  besides  landing  two 

keBorder  Esk— This  river  has  been  in  flood,  more  or 
less  duiing  the  past  ten  days.  Heavy  rains  have  been  the 
rule  accompanied  by  a  strong  gale.  The  river  has .bee  n 
unsettled,  and  angling  almost  impossible;  ™d«e.d,' ™h' 
ing  has  been  out  of  the  question.  Severa  angleis  have 
hook»d  spring  salmon,  and  some  have  landed  them. 
Messrs.  Carruthers  and  Lamb,  of  Loogtown  have  each 
killed  new  run  fish.  Fiehing  in  the  Willow  Pool  Canonbie 
water,  Mr.  Chalmers,  staying  at  the  Graham  Arms  and 
Mr.  Chapman  each  had  a  new  run  salmon,  the  last  name! 
gentleman's  catch  weighing  13Jlb.,  which  is  good  tor  a 
spring  fish.  The  Rev.  Ivor  Graham,  of  Arthurst  had  a 
capital  run  with  a  fish,  which  got  off  just  about  the  time  it 
should  have  been  landed.  Very  hard  lines  !  Kelts  have 
been  affording  a  number  of  runs.  Bum  trout  are 
improving,  but  few  have  been  caught.— u. 

Barron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.)-b.,,ce 
last  reported  the  sport  has  been  as  follows :  On  March  24 
Mr  Grant,  of  Glenmorriston,  fishing  from  Ba  na?own 
Arms  Hotel,  had  a  salmon  of  7|lb  on  Braekngwell 
water.  On  25th,  Mr.  F.  G.  Payne,  London  also  fishing 
from  the  hotel,  got  two  salmon  averag.ng  81b.  each  on 
Braelangwell  water ;  and  Mr.  Grant,  one  of  Gjlb.  Aether 
angler  caught  a  nice  salmon  on  the  lower  water.  On  », 
Mr  (Iran! T  landed  a  beauty  of  141b  On  Monday  this 
week,  Mr.  Payne  landed  a  9-pounder ;  and  Mr  John 
Mackenzie,  on  Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  a  fine  fish  of  Ulb  o 
Invercharron  water.  On  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  there 
was  keen  frost  with  occasional  showers  of  snow.— 15. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).  -  This  river  of  late  has  been 
in  heavy  flood ,  making  angling  almost  impossible.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  present  week,  showers  of  snow  and  hail 
were  frequent,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  frost  was  pretty 
keen  A  slight  improvement  was  experienced,  by  the  net 
fishermen  on  the  river,  the  number  of  salmon  killed  being 
larger  than  that  of  the  previous  week.  On  the  coast 
towards  the  end  of  last  week,  the  yield  was  fair,  but  in 
the  beginning  of  this  wesk,  a  strong  gale,  accompanied  by 
heavy  seas,  did  a  large  amount  of  damage  to  the  stake  nets. 
Por  the  week,  eight  boxes  of  salmon  were  consigned  to  the 
markets,  compared  with  five  boxes  for  the  corresponding 
week  last  year.  We  understand  the  prices  were  very  good. 
On  the  coast  of  Gardenstown,  only  about  a  dozen  fash 
were  killed  for  the  week.— H.  W. 


Syori2r„inst:  The.%ionalisfaxedforJune2,and 
the  Lochleven  Championship  tor  September  2  -R.  Laing 
Loch  Tay  ( Ardeonaig).  -  On  the  hotel  water 
Afv  Wardlf Wetherbv  Yorkshire:  On  March  13,  one 
Smon  261b.  ,  Wth  one,  20lb.  :  19th,  two  121b.  and  201b. 
Cohonel  Oavayr,  London:  On  March  18,  one  salmon, 
171b  24th,  salmon,  191b.  On  the  hotel  water  yesterday, 
Mr  Wardle  Wetherby  killed  two  fash  of  241b.  and  191b. 
resnectivelv  •  water  in  good  ply—  Campbell 

Locb  Tay  (Killin).- March  27,  Mr.  Kay  one 
sabnon  ITTbf ;  Mr.  Timbull,  one,  291b.  SM Mrs. 
Matey!  one,  171b. ;  Mr.  Maisey,  Lochearnhead  Hotel, 
one  121b. — H.  Maisey.  . 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.). -Last  week 
weather  most  unfavourable  owing  to  high  wiuds.and  heavy 
Tains  Fish  will  not  look  at  a  fly  on  Naver  when  it  is  rising 
On  22nd,  Messrs.  Taylor  and  Smith  Skelpick  Lodge 
caught  one  salmon  each  on  beats  2  and  3  respectively  .  On 
24th  Col.  Anthrobus,  Syre  Lodge,  had  a  salmon  on  No  2, 
nml  Mr  Tavlor  one  on  No.  4.  On  25th,  Col.  Anthrobus 
gS  oS'oWo.  3  On  26th,  Major  Burhell  Mitota  and 
Mr  Oats,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  one  salmon  each  on 
No'  3  and  2  respectively.  On  27th,  Col.  Anthrobus  had 
a  salmon  on  No.  5,  and  Mr.  Oats  one  on  No.  3.  At  the 
be-inning  of  this  week  the  weather  was  very  severe.-B 

North-East  of  Scotland.-Another  week  of  wild 
weather  and  big  waters  and  meagre  sport,  compared  with 
what  it  might  be  under  anything  like  fair  conditions.  On 
the Invercauld  Arms  water,  Mr.  Harris  had  a  salmon  of 
71b  On  the  Balmoral  reaches  a  good  tew  fish  have  been 
reded,  but  not  much  sport  on  the  Ballater  waters  On 
aior,  Tana  Mr  A.  W.  Come  landed  a  small  fish  ot  olb., 
^V^^,i™.«™>-  and  81b.,  and  two,  of  6^ 
and  Clb  •  while  Mr.  Talbot  creeled  one  of  bjlb.  On  the 
Hun  ey  Arms  Hotel  water,  during  the  past  few  days 
Capt.  floNeal  creeled  six  fish,  scaling  from  /lb  t 101b.  ; 
and  Mr.  Martyn  Kennard  five,  scaling  from  61b.  to  121b 
On  the  Aboyne  Castle  water,  Mr.  Abercrombie  creeled 
wo  of  6Tb.  Ind  221b.  respectively.  On  the  Kincardine 
wat°r  Mr  Wm.  Lamond  landed  one  ot  6£ib. ;  Uol. 
Ross  'creekd  three,  of  71b  71b.  and  81b  ;  and  Col. 
Leith  Hay,  one  of  6Jlb.  On  Carlogie  water,  Mr  G.  M. 
Kelson  landed  one  of  91b  On  Borrowstone >  water  Mr 
Basset  had  three,  of  6£lb  71b. ,  and  81b  ■  and l  Mi .  R.  Best, 
six  fish  scaling  61b.,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  6£lb.,  8§lb.,  and  21  b. 
On  Bal  ogfe,  Chas.  Gill  landed  one  of  81b  ;  while  John 
Mortimer  had  fifteen  for  the  week,  on  the  Woodend 
StioT  scaling  from  61b.  to  101b.  On  the  upper  Black- 
hall  water,  Sir  John  Gladstone  brought  his  spring  fishing 
to  a  close  on  the  31st  ult.,  having  killed  over  sixty  fish  the 
top  weight  being  251b  This  section  -ow  passes  into  the 
hands  of  Mr  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  who  has  let  it  up  till 
May  1?  On  the  lower  Blickhall  Oas-le  water  and  the 
Snton  Sections,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  Mr.  T.  Turner 
Farley  had  a  few  fish,  each  of  average  weight. 
On  The  Inchmarlo  water,  .  Mr.  Akroyd  had  seven 
fish  for  the  week,  ranging  from  71b.  to  101b. 
On  the  Invery  water  Gen.  Hills  landed  lour  fish,  and  Mr. 
Oare  one  on  the  Crathes  water,  all  of  average,  we  gb As 
OntheDurris  and  Park  waters,  a  tew  fish  are  being  got 
by  occasi  onal  anglers,  but  the  river  has  been  altogethei 
out  of  condition.  With  settled  weather ;  sport  ; would 
indeed,  be  bright,  as  there  is  evidence  ot  plenty  of  fish 
1  »f  1 1 1 (r  in  the  oools.  On  the  Dee  tidal  waters  Gapt. 
Macfay  Mess?s."  Allan,  Archibald  Meff  Frane  and 
others yare  making  respectable  basket s  ot  fii °,n 
the  Ythan  matters  are  looking  up.  On  Lord  Abeide_en  s 
(Methlic  section)  Mr.  Wm.  Mennie  had  a  fane  fash  ot  ,1b 
and  Mr  W.  S.  Ewan  another  of  /lb.  On  the  Don,  at 
Ktmedden,  Messrs.  Brown  and  Oraharne  have  ^ad  some 
sport,  and  landed  lately  a  line  fash  ot  Sib.  Owing  to  the 
abnormally  big  waters  the  Phantom  has  been  the  favourite 
Itire  for  some  time  back.— G.  M-.  _      M    w  v 

Oykell  (Oykelbridge,  Lairg,  N.B.).— Mr.  W. ,  E. 
GilnTour,  of  Glenoas.loy,  nshing  from  the  Hotel  on  20th, 
landed  a '.lib.  salmon  on  Lavgwell  Pool  and  two  ot  8^1b. 
and  91b.  on  the  Cassley.  On  23rd  Mr.  Allan  Gi  mom- 
got  one  of  S^lb.  on  JunctionPo.l.    Weather  most  adverse 

'"Shin^liveran,  N.B.).-So  far  as  the  season  has 
gone  sport  has  baen  very  poor.  ( to  16th,  a  91b.  salmon 
was  caught  on  Smith  Pool.  On  17th  an  8-pounder  on 
Cruivesfand  one  of  6jlb.  on  Blackstone  On  18th,  a 
9-pounder  on  Blackstone.  On  24th  one  ol  1.11b.  i 
Smith  :  and  on  27th,  one  weighing  221b—  B. 

South  of  Scotland.-After  the  dispatch  ot  my  report 
last  week  more  floods  and  broken  weather  prevailed,  and 
it  was  not  until  Tuesday  morning  that  the  rivers  were  in 
order  for  fly.  A  good  number  of  salmon  have  been  taken, 
but  with  a  few  exceptions  were  fish  in  kelt  stage,  and  ot 
course,  returned.  Some  anglers  have  landed  over  halt  a 
dozen  per  day,  all  old  fish,  of  which  miny  arc  still  m  the 
.ivers  Over  the  district  there  has  been  a  heavy  fall  <  t 
snow.  The  waters  have  not  been  touched,  and  are  in  the 
nest  order  to-day  for  fly.  The  weather  is  very  bright 
and  a  northerly  light  breeze  prevails.  The  weather  .  more 
settled  looking  now,  and  soon  the  «a  mon  flies  will  uno 
to  give  way  to  those  of  smaller  dimennions.  During 
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the  Dast  few  days  the  surface  of  the  water  has  been 
warm   g  withyM»h    Brown    fly,    and    trout  have 
Deeu  feeding  greedily.    Yellow  trout  are  still  backward 
fn  condftiong  and  scarcely  fit  to  be  taken.    A  pStition 
is  being  signed  in  Annan  w  favour  of  Sir  Herbeit 
Maxell's  dose  time  for  trout  Bill  for  Scotland  The 
Annan  is  now  in  tine  order  for  fly.     On  Tuesday,  A lr 
James  Loudon  killed  a  spring  salmon  of  about  lo  b  with 
Grey  Turkey  fly,  in  Violetbank  stream,  and  on  Thursday, 
of  last  week,  he  bad  one  of  similar  weight,  in  the  Spittal 
f/ool      Mr.  D.  C.  Loudon  kilhd  one  in  the  Brewery 
fctream,  and  had  his  minnow  cariied  away,  with  a  second 
fish     Mr.  P.  Loudon  lost  a  spring  fish,  of  about  bit). 
Several  kilts  were  landed  this  morning,  but  I  do  not  hoar 
of  any  clean  fish  being  caught  to-day     In  the  higher 
waters,  several   heavy  baskets  of  yellow   trout  have 
been  made,  chiefly  with  mmnow.     Very  poor  sport  is 
being  had  'in  the*  Nith       A  .number  ot  anglers  have 
had    fair    sport    in    the  .Cairn,  but    up  to .  a ^  tew 
days   ago  neither  the  main  river  nor  the  tnbutaiies 
have  befn  in  fishing  ord5r.    No  Sport  of  any  moment  ha 
been  recorded  in  the  river  Galloway;  nothing  hutflooJ, 
have  prevailed  since  last  week's  notes.    Ayrshire— in  the 
Kilbirnie  district  a  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and 
had  fair  catches  of  yellow  trout  with  the  natura  minnow  ; 
whilst  in  the  Solway  a  good  run  of  spring  salmon  took 
place  on  Thursday  and  Friday  ot  last  week.    Some  ot  the 
drift  net  boats  had  up  to  sixteen  salmon  in  a  tide.— 
Heatheebekt,.  .    ,  ,  , 

Spey— Owing  to  the  stormy  weather  prevalent  last 
week,  little  was  done  by  anglers,  more  especially  in  the 
central  reaches.  On  the  Aberlour  water  a  ge^man 
landed  a  salmon  of  71b.,  and  another  was  landed  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  water.  It  is  difficult  to  say  how  the 
swing  fishing  is  to  turn  out.— J.  M. 

Tay  (A.berfeldy).-Mr.  W.  G.  Beattie,  ot  London, 
got  a  nioe  fish  to-day  of  161b.-Ai,EX.  Nicol. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.  —  Since  my  last  notes,  the 
weather  has  not  been  favourable;   snow,  sleet,  hail, 
aul  rain  falling,  consequently   the   rivers  have ^  been 
running  pretty  full.    Although  a  tew  fish  have  been  got 
with  fly,  the  weather  is  too  cold.    Some  very  large  takes 
of  trout  have  been  got  lately.    There  has  not  been  much 
done  in  the  way  of  salmon  angling  but  on  favourable 
opportunities  some  few  clean  run  fish  have  been  killed. 
On    Saturday  evening  we  had  a   flood  ot  4Jtt,,  and 
since  then  the  rivers  have   slowly   gone  down  and 
they  are  now  running  about  Hit.  above  norma 1  level 
On  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water,  on  Wednesday  ot  last 
week,  Mr.  Nix,  London,  had  fish  of  51b.  and.  Olb.  and 
on  the  following  Friday  the  same  gentleman  kiUed  thiet 
fish  61b.,  6%lb.,  and  81b.,  one  with  fly.    On  the  Hender- 
syde  water,  Mr.  T.  Pringle,  of  Kelso,  got  two  salmon,  one  a 
fine  fish  of  181b.,  the  other  a  fish  of  7Jlb.    On  the  Till- 
mouth  water,  Mr.  William  Stoddart  March  24,  killed  one 
fish  of  91b.    No  rods  yet  out  on  the  Floors  lower  water,  oi 
Ednam  House  water,  both  of  which  are  still  to  let;  nor 
has  any  angling  taken  place  on  the  Makerstoun  casts  Of 
those  who  have  been   most   successful  amongst  the 
trout  are  the  following:  On  the  26th,  G  Farquhar- 
son,   Kelso,  with  fly,   on  Tweed  above   Keho  Mills 
killed  151b.  of  trout  and  two  bull  trout.    J.  Kotaon 
had  51b.,  6|lb.,  and  101b.  ;  James 'Hogg    bib.,  14lb.  and 
81b.;  A    Robertson,  51b.  and  7»h.J  E  &•  Bond  91b.  ; 
James  Mabon,  41b.  ;  J.  Rowley,  81b.  and  61b  ;  Andrew 
Middlemas,    81b.,  81b  ,  and  91b.    On    Monday  James 
Hoes  had  131b.  ;  E.  G.  Bond,  101b.  ;  Jas.  Mabon,  olb  ; 
7.  Rowley  91b.';  Charles  Farquharson,   121b  ;  A.  Mid- 
dlemas, 81b. ;  while  J.  Oliver,  J.  Rotsm    and  T.  Cook 
had  141b.  in  one  basket.    On  Tuesday  list,  Arch.  Steel, 
inn.,  had  about 61b.  ;  Charles  Farquharson  lSfclb.,  besides 
two  bull  trout  :  G.  Le»,  Jan.,  had  111b  and  one  sea  trout ; 
and  Adam  Denholm,  51b.    One  of  the  fishmongers  in 
Kelso  has  bought  no  fewer  than  2381b.  of  trout  during 
the  past  fortnight.    To-day  (WednesJay)  there  are  a  good 
many  anglers  out,  but  the  water  is  still  of  a  bad  colour 
The  Tweed  net  salmon  fishings  during  the  pasb  week  ha* 
been  miserably  poor,  and  prices  are  8^u  ^  although 
they  have  decreased  somewhat  from  las';  week,  when 
salmon  was  3s.  per  lb.    The  lirgest  fish  got  during  the 
week  was  one  of  201b.    Prices  now  are  :  salmon,  2s.  Od. 
per  lb.,  and  trout  the  same.    At  this  time  last  year  they 
sold  at  Is.  lid.  per  lb.—  Maxwmeel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).-This  river  is 
now  in  beautiful  order  for  the  fly.  On  the  K.ldress  reaches 
a  local  man  killed  nine  trout  on  Monday  ;  Mr.  C.  B.  Irwin 
had  several  trout,  heaviest  21b.  Dr.  R.  J.  Boyd  was 
fortunate  on  the  Desertcreight  sections  taking  several 
nice  fish  up  to  121b.  ;  John  Campbe  11  had  hvc  trout;  while 
Constable  Cook,  on  these  sections,  kdled,  amongst  others, 
a  31b.  fish.  On  the  Ardtrea  sections  Messrs.  R.  Campbe  , 
J  A.  Barlowe,  Willie  Crawford,  &c.,  were  out  with 
varying  luck.  Spring  trouting  promises  well  under  th0 
present  conditions.    An  otter  was  recently  killed  here. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).-Water  still  very  unsettled, 
and  only  occasionally  can  it  be  got  in  anything  like  fishmg 
order.  On  Careysville,  good  fishing  has  been  had.  On 
Ballydufi  fisheryi  Mr.  .1.  Sullivan  had  two,  91b.  and  101b. 
— W.  IIaynes  and  Son.  . 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).-lt  was  not  till  last  week 
that  angling  could  be  renewed  on  this  river,  owing  to  the 
river  being  out  of  order  by  successive  floods.  Col.  Galwey 
had  sevenrl  fish  up  to  201b.,  and  Mr.  Evans  had  some 
success.    Trouting  has  aleo  improved.    J.  A.  a. 

Bundrowes.— The  weather  was  again  very  stormy  a) 
through  the  past  week.  Still,  the  anglers  on  the  river  had 
fair  sport.  Capt.  D'Arcey-Irvine  landed  one.  salmon, 
weighing  ltlilb. ,  on  23rd  inst.,  and  another,  weighing  131b. , 
on  20th  inst:  Mr.  T.  F.,  on  24th  inst  landed  a  salmon 
181b  weight,  and  Mr.  R.  B.,  on  the  same  day,  had 
mother  of  9ilb.    Mr.  H.  G.  landed  a  salmon,  weighing 
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141b.,  on  25th  inst.,  and  Mr.  W.  G.,on  the  same  day,  took 
a  salmon  of  111b.  weight.  At  time  of  writing,  the  river  is 
getting  into  good  fishing  ply,  and  the  majority  of  the 
throws  are  well  stocked  with  salmon. — M.  Rogan  and 
Sons. 

Caragh  Lake. — There  has  been  a  decided  improve- 
ment  during  the  past  week.  FishiDg  Upper  Caragh,  Mr. 
Gabriel,  staying  at  Mr.  Breen's,  four  salmon,  averaging 
101b.  each ;  Col.  Kirkwood,  one  salmon,  111b.  lower 
Caragh,  Mr.  O'Toole,  one  fish,  101b.  ;  Mr.  Murray,  one, 
71b.  Trout  fishing  is  very  good,  local  anglers  killing  one 
dozen  per  day. — G.  C. 

Coomavoher  Lake  (co.  Kerry).  —  Brown  trout 
angling  is  now  giving  fine  SDort  on  this  water.  This  lake 
is  fished  from  the  banks. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  Rivers  and  Lakes.— Anglers  may  be 
pleaseu  to  learn  that,  the  terrible  landslip— apart  from  the 
lamentable  loss  of  human  life— in  the  Flesk  has  not  done 
so  much  harm  as  was  at  first  anticipated. — J.  A.  B 

Lee  (co.  Cork).— The  river  is  now  settling  down  to 
good  fishing  order  after  the  recent  heavy  rains.  During 
the  week,  on  Oak  Grove  Fishery,  W.  J .  Crawshay  had 
three,  101b.,  7ilb.,  8 Jib.  ;  Miss  E.  F.  Stansfeld,  641b  • 
and  Mr.  Bowring,  Gib.  On  Nettleville,  Colonel  Broderick' 
'!  JVu  101£- ;  C'1,01161  Hercy,  91b. ;  Mr.  Beamish,  111b. 
lljlb.     On  Carhue,  G.  levers,  101b..  1041b  •   H  E 
Stanley,  7|lb.,  91b. ;  Mr.  Leary,  101b.  ;  Captain  Gubbins! 
bib.    On  Cronody,  Captain  Hunt,  "Jib.,  91b.,  101b.,  101b. 
111b.    On  other  portions  of  the  river,  Mr.  Frank  Lyons' 

9lb7  ,8J,b:;  Dr-  A'  H-  Ta?lor-  161b-  12Jlb.,  101b' 
101b.;  J.  O'Brien,  !)lb  ,  81b.,  71b  ,  71b.,  8ilb.,  91b. ;  Mrs! 
Carter,  /lb.;  N.  St.  Legef  Carter,  101b.;  Mr  Ned 

^^l01**1^^211"- '  D-  Stokel  -  14I»-  •  J-  «ullivan, 
101b  111b.;  E  H  Perry,  81b  ;  E.Pike.  81b.;  Captain 
Clifton  Brown,  101b.,  10 Jib. ;  Captain  J.  O.  Johnsonf  91b. 
I  rout  fishing  has  been  exceptionally  good.  Some  fine 
baskets  were  taken  with  the  March  Brown.  The  Sullane 
River,  at  Macroom,  is  now  well  stocked  with  salmon,  and 
is  well  worth  a  visit  (most  of  which  is  free  to  visitors)  for 
salmon  and  trout.— W.  Haynes  and  Son 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  continues  to  improve.  During  the  past  week  twenty 
salmon  were  had,  the  majority  being  got  with  the  fly  The 
water  is  now  in  better  angling  order,  and  if  the  present  fine 
weather  continues,  it  will  be  in  first-class  angling  trim  in  a 
tew  days.  •  Brown  trout  fishing  is  yielding  good  sport  to 
fly-nshers.  Grilse  are  expected  up  early  this  year,  and 
the  same  remark  applies  to  sea  trout.  Salmon  continue  to 
come  up  trom  the  sea  pretty  freely,  and,  taking  everything 
into  account,  sport  should  be  good  during  the  coming 
week  — T.  J.  D.  6 
Lough  Mask  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway).- Lough 
Mask  and  Lough  Corrib  were  too  rough,  owing  to  the 
heavy  south-west  wind  in  the  past  week,  for  successful 
fishing  The  Finney  fished  well.  Good  baskets  of  trout, 
trom  Jib.  to  2Jlb.,  have  come  in  daily.  April  is  the  bast 
month  on  these  waters. — J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Melvin.— Owing  to  the  stormy  weather  last 
week  it  was  almost  impossible  to  do  any  fishing  on  this 
{.f1?.0^*0  Set  to  the  fishing  grounds  on  it.  Mr.  J.  R  T 
Mulholland  landed  one  salmon,  9Jlb.,  on  23rd  inst. ;  and 
Mr.  MeOorry  landed  one  salmon,  101b.,  on  22nd  inst.,  and 
another,  weighing  lOjlb.,  on  the  23rd  inst.  The  Rev  W 
Verner  landed  a  trout  (Salmo  feron)  of  8Jlb.  on  26th  inst. 
Some  excellent  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown  trout  have 
been  taken  since  last  report,  and  good  sport  is  expected 
with  the  salmon  this  week,  as  the  weather  is  now  more 
settled. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mourne  (co.  Tyrone).— The  season  opened  on  Apiit  1, 
and  the  prospects  are  excellent,  as  the  river  is  toning  down 
into  nice  form  after  a  heavy  flood — J.  A  B 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).'— High  winds 
and  rain  prevailed  here  most  of  the  past  week,  which 
did  uotgive  the  angler  a  chancej  weather  very  changeable  • 
plenty  of  clean  salmon  in  the  river.  Lord  Justice  Walker 
had  salmon  cn  the  Lough,  spinning,  and  some  nice  trout, 
though  4tt.  too  high  for  general  fishing  ;  as  1  write  the 
river  is  m  fair  order.— Pat  Hearxes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has  not 
been  quite  so  favourable  to  anglers  during  the  week 
though,  it  has  been  somewhat  of  an  improvement  on 
previous  weeks.  The  river  still  continues  to  reduce  gradu- 
ally. On  Newgardeii.  Mr.  G.  C.Williams  killed,  27th. 
oie  salmon  111b.  30th,  one  salmon,  221b.  On  Doonass, 
Mr.  H.  Hodges,  killed,  26th,  one  salmon,  311b.  -  On 
Woodlands  Major  C.  Hayes-Newington,  killed,  25th,  one 
?m  in2w  ,  b,>  and  on  the  w°rldsend,  the  same  gentleman 
killed,  29th,  one  salmon.— John  Enright  and  Son 

South  Kerry  Rivers.— All  these  waters  are  now  in 
fane  angling  order,  and  salmon  have  given  good  sport  on 
all  the  rivers  m  the  district  open  for  angling  during  the 
past  week.  Salmon  are  now  coming  up  from  the  sea  in 
better  numbers  on  a'l  the  principal  earlier  rivers,  and 
grilse  and  sea  trout  are  expected  up  early  this  yeir.  Sea 
trout,  however,  only  ascend  some  of  the  South  Kerry 
waters.  Brown  trout  have  afforded  good  sport  as  far  as 
numbers  are  coucernf  d,  but  the  fish  had  were  generally  of 
a  small  size.— T.  J.  D. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerrv).— All  these 
waters  are  now  in  splendid  angling  order,  and  sport  at 
brown  trout  should  be  good  now;  but  no  anglers  have 
been  out  on  any  of  these  preserved  waters.  The  sea  trout 
angling  opens  on  or  about  July  1,  and  tickets  enabling 
the  holders  to  fish  these  lakes  can  be  had  at  the  Water- 
ville hotels  at  a  moderate  charge.— T.  J.  D. 


Jingling  ^tixtuxes 

April  4.   

Lady  of  the  Lake  :  Match  at  Southend . 
April  5. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Renting  and  Preservation  Com 

mittee  meetiog. 
Olive  Branch  :  Benefit  concert. 
Wimbledon  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner. 
April  6. 
Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 
Elgin:  Visit. 

(iiesham  :  Special  general  meetiu^'. 

Jolly  Butchers  :  Visit. 

Park:  Visit. 
April  7. 

Anchor :  Annual  supper. 

Burlington  Piscatorials:  Prize  distribution. 

St.  John's  :  Annual  supper. 
April  8. 

Ncrth-East  Brothers :  Supper. 
April  10. 

Lychnobite3  :  Smoking  concert. 


April  12.— Camden  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
-St.  Alban's :  Vistt. 
-Brunswick  Brothers  :  Visit. 
-Epsom  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Foley:  Visit. 

-Good  Intent :  A.B.S.  concert. 
-  St.  1  ves  and  District :  Annual  dinner. 
-Oxford :  Annual  dinner. 
-Hoxton  Brothers :  Smoking  concert. 
-Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 
-Walham  Green:  Supper  and  distribution. 


12, 
12. 
13. 
13/ 
13.- 
13.- 
21.- 
22  - 
2?!- 

27.  - 

28.  - 


Messrs  Street  and  Co.,  Advertising  Agents,  of  30, 
Cornhill,  E.C.,  and  5,  Serle-street,  W.C.,  announce  that 
in  consequence  of  their  increasing  business  and  for  the 
convenience  of  their  West-End  clients,  they  will  open  on 
Monday  April  5,  1897,  a  branch  establishment  at  164, 
F'lecadilly,  London,  W.  < 


lepotts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensureinserhon)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
nrst  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London" 
marked    Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  monthly  renting  and 
preservation  committee  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening 
next,  April  5th,  at  9  o'clock.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.  —  Since  my  last 
report  1  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
10s.  6d.  from  the  Izaak  Walton  A.S.,  and  5s  from  Dr 
Leapingwell,  president,  Conservative  A.S.,  for  annual 
subscriptions.  The  next  committee  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Friday,  April  9,  at  8.30. 

— - — In  reply  to  numerous  enquiries,  I  have  the  plea- 
sx?r%.° ,s,tate  thatthe  result  of  the  ninth  Lea  Competition, 
at  St.  Margaret's,  on  March  27,  1896.  was  £28  lis  4d 
paid  over  to  the  fund  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society' 
— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2).— The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will 
take  place  at  the  Crown  and  Buckland  A.S.,  Middlesex 
Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green,  on  Tuesday,  April  6,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  clubs. — F.  Thorling 

Anglers'  Association  (N.  and  N.E.  Suburban 
District)  Visiting  List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above 

™  \  ,  A   i  ,glven  t0  the  Park  AngHng  Society,  Park 
Hotel,  Park-lane,  Tottenham,  on  Tuesday,  April  6,  when 
I  hope  all  anglers  will  turn  up  in  full  muster  — C 
Ash more. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  eveniug,  the  12th  inst.,  at  the  St. 
Albans  A.  S.,  Royal  George,  Great  New-street,  Kenning- 
ton  Park-roid,  where  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of 
brother  anglers.— G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers' Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List.— I  beg  to  notify  to  anglers  gonerally  that  the 
next  return  V18lt  Wl11  take  Place  on  Tuesday,  April  6  to 
the  Elgin  Angling  Society,  held  at  the  Blenheim  Arms, 
Blenheim-crescent,  Notting  Hill,  when  I  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  angling  friends.  Mr.  Norris  will  take  the 
chair. — J.  Harris. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-Inn-Fields.— On  March  28  a  com- 
petition took  place  at  Ware  for  four  prizes,  but  only  three 
were  won  by:  First,  Mr.  Guittard;  second,  Mr.  Masters; 
third,  Mr.  Cutbush.  Through  poorly  attended  meetings 
ot  late  important  business  is  standing  over.  Will  members 
please  muster  strongly  on  April  6.— J.  Chambers 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Aithur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.— Since  my  last  report 
several  members  have  weighed-in,  and  on  March  28  Mr  R 
Morris  had  roach,  four  largest  31b.  Quarterly  night  will 
soon  be  here,  when  books  should  be  cleared. — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Great  Sutton -street,  Goswell-road.— Twelve  of  our  mem- 
bers took  part  in  the  A.B.S.  competition,  Lambarth 
taking  6th  prize,  Watling  11th,  and  Shurey  23rd.  Members 
and  friends  are  informed  that  all  prizes  are  now  due  to 
club.— G.  Merry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
ot  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London.  S.E.— At  the  quarterly 
meeting  of  this  society  Messrs.  Davis  and  Bowling  were 
elected  to  represent  the  society  at  the  Central  Associa- 
tion  delegatj  meeting,  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
empowering  them  to  vote  against  the  amalgamation  of 


the  associations.  Mr.  Fowler  wai  elected  chairman  for 
the  ensuing  quarter.  The  prizes  having  been  presented 
the  meeting  closed  with  a  vote  of  thinks  to  our  outcome 
chairman.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  St.  Philip-street,  Battersea,  S.  W.— On  March  28 
we  fast  el  a  consolation  match  in  the  Lea  without  succe?" 
On  March  30  Mr.  Aplin  showed  a  splendid  catch  of  rose 
from  the  Lea.    A  special  meeting  took  place  for  elect  i 
of  oflic?rs  and  passing  of  balance  eheet,  &c,  the  followin 
being  elected  :  President,  Mr.  Hersant ;  Yice-Presiden 
Mr.  Hemans;  Secretary,  Mr.  Trowbridge;  Check  Sec  - 
tary, Mr.  Jenkins ;  Weigher-in,  Mr.  Cox,  and  Committee 
Messrs.  Kdwardes,   Addis™,  Thomas,  Greaves,  MeV 
Wilson,  Ireland,  Aplin,  and  Phillips;  a  vote  of  than' 
being  accorded  to  retiring  officers  —A  T 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  a 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— On  March  28 
Mr.  C.  Davis  weigned-in  roach  and  dace,  31b.  73oz. ;  Mr. 
1.  Davis,  roach  and  dace,  lib.  lljoz. ;  Mr.  F  J  Pain 
roach    lib.  9|oz.;  Mr.    R.  Lummes,  roach  and  dace! 

w/*0^  M.r'  A-  W-  Pain>  roaeh;  Mr- J-  Hoaoli.  dacel 
Wednesday,  April  14,  will  be  quarterly  night.— T.  Pm-H- 

nostek. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town.— Several 
good  takes  lave  been  hid  by  members  lately.  On': 
March  20  Messrs.  Jennings,  J.  floare.  Jones,  and  Hart 
roach  and  chub ;  total,  64Jlb.   On  March  28,  Messrs  J 
Hoare,  Jennings,  and  Jones,  roach  and  dace,  all  gooi  fish! 
On  Wednesday,  April  7,  a  special  meeting  will  b=  called 
tor  general  business,  &c.—J.  Hoare. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  Cherry 
Iree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — On  March  28 
Mr.  Parmeuter  was  successful  iu  getting  fish.  Our  next 
return  visit  is  to  take  pi  ice  on  April  13,  at  the  above  club- 
house.— B.  Bissell. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel,  Bur. 
lington-road  W— A  general  meeting  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  April  7,  at  9  p.m.,  when  the  prizes  won  at 
last  onting  will  be  presented.  I  trust  all  members  will 
attend. — P.  Lavincjton. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers' Angling  Society, 
t  he  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridee 
Heath.— On  March  28,  Mr.  P.  Loft  had  roach  •  Mr  T. 
Benney,  dace;  Mr.  Hubbard,  roach;  Mr.  J.  Lee,  roach. 
March  30  being  quarterly  night,  we  had  a  good  attendance, 
when  Mr.  H.  Everitt  was  elected  chairman;  Mr  G. 
Woodward  and  Mr.  H.  Deverill,  delegates.  Mr.  Ben. 
Smith  was  made  a  working  member.  All  members  in 
arrears  kindly  clear  the  books  next  Tuesday  —  K 
Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W.— On  March  29  our  visit  on 
wjCe-ntlal  ll8t  turne(i  out  an  immense  success,  Mr. 
Wade  in  the  c'lair,  supported  by  Messrs.  Goodwins, 
C  rumplen,  C.  Watling,  G.  Watling,  &c.  The  question  of 
amalgamation  was  broached,  and  from  the  opinion  of  the 
great  majority  of  those  present,  it  is  a  long  way  off. 
Twenty-nine  clubs  answered  the  roll  call,  for  which  I 
thank  them.  The  T.A.P.S.  box  contained  £1  17s.  Od. 
We  hold  a  concert  ip  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.  on  April  12  — 
F.  Honour. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 

Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town.  E.— Some  of 
our  members  fished  the  Lea  March  21,  but  only  Mr.  O. 
Jones  weighed-in  roach  (heaviest  lib.  2oz.)  I  hope  mem- 
bers who  have  promised  prizes  will  send  them  in  at  the 
earliest  cDnvenience,  so  that  we  can  fix  a  date  for  the  dis- 
tribution. On  quarterly  night  we  had  a  poor  attendance.  \ 
I  hope  members  will  attend  next  meeting  and  clear  the 
books. — O.  Jones. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswiok  Arms, 
Stamford -street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.— We  take  our  visit  on 
the  Central  list  on  Monday,  April  12,  when  we  hope  to  see 
plenty  of  anglers  present.  Our  consolation  outing 
resulted  in  Mr.  Ash  as  winner.  Will  all  members  attend 
next  week  for  important  busioess,  and  also  to  arrange  for 
our  next  sea  outing  ?  We  made  three  new  members  this 
week. — W.  As  ii. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.— The  next 
visit  on  the  No.  2  list  will  take  place  at  the  above  society 
on  Tuesday  next,  when  anglevj  'and  friends  will  be 
heartily  welcomed.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Browulow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston.— On  March  28  we  concluded  a 
fairly  successful  season,  Messrs.  A.  Wild,  E.  Wild  and 
H.  Po  ore  showing  some  very  handsome  roach  aud  dacp. 
Members  note  that  April  6  is  the  annual  general  meeting 
and  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season.— S.  Malby. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  High-road, 
Tottenham.— The  following  members  finished  the  season 
with  some  very  good  trays  of  roach  and  dace :  Messrs.  T. 
( jollier,  231b.  roach,  and  F.  Reed,  101b.  roich,  from  the 
Forty  Guinea  water  ;  Beaumont,  a  nice  lot  of  roach  from 
the  Ryo  House  ;  Ashmore,  9Jlb.  roach  and  dace  from 
Wluttloford  ;  and  J.  Dyer,  111b.  roach  from  Ware.  Com- 
mittee meeting  Tuesday  next,  April  (i .— J.  (i.  Dicn. 
„*!*rM1  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Gorge, 
Hillingtou-street,  Walworth.— Mr.  Thridgould,  a  late 
member  of  the  St.  Panciai  Angling  Society,  was  elected 
a  member  of  this  society  last  Wednesday,  and  three  more 
proposed.  Our  host  has  sent  this  week  to  the  preservers 
seven  specimen  roam.  We  commence  our  series  of  musical 
evenings  next  Wednesday,  when  the  Firm  and  True  Min- 
s'rels  will  entertain.  All  past  and  present  members  are 
cordially  invited.— Al.F  Gunn. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate.— Our  members  finished  the 
coarse  fishing  season  as  follows :  Messrs.  Head,  with 
roaoh,  perch,  and  some  excellent  duoo ;  Iumau,  roach  ; 
H.  Creek,  roach  ;  Grove,  perch  :  Mendham,  roach  ;  and 
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i  Stursberg,  roach  and  perch.  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster 
at  next  meeting,  when  we  shall  meet  our  new  host.— J.  A. 

Ol  IVFR* 

Trench  Horn  Angling  Society,  the  French  Horn, 
Lambeth  Walk,  S.E.— On  March  31  two  new  members 
were  proposed.  Will  all  members  attend  meeting  April  7, 
ts  arrange  a  bait-casting  competition ;  also  other  im- 
pn-tan".  busine :s.— A.  Holbrow. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street. — Our  annual  meeting 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next ;  all  m  smbars  are  request  o  1 
to  attend  j  important  business. — A.  Crow. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society.  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch.  —  Our  members  fished  off 
the  remaining  prizes  on  March  28  in  the  Lea,  which 
winds  np  all  prizes  for  the  season.  There  will  be  a  grand 
smoking  concert  at  our  club  on  April  13  on  behalf  of  the 
A.B.S.  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  will  take  the  chair,  faced 
by  Mr.'  G.  Armstrong,  both  of  the  Bermondsey  Brothers' 
AS  I  hope  to  have  a  large  at  endance  to  welcome  them. 
— R.  M. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green.  —  On  March  28  Mr.  Smith 
had  roach.  Will  members  kindly  remember  that  April  14 
will  be  quarterly  night.— C.  Smith. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road.— On  March  27,  Messrs.  A.  Hatte- 
more  weighed-in  roach;  S.  Gillett,  dace;  .1.  Huntley, 
roach  and  dace.  A.  Hattemore  won  the  first  March 
monthly,  and  S.  Gillett  the  second  March  monthly,  Mr.  A. 
Hattemore  also'won  Mr.  Cooper's  prize ;  F.  Newton  and 
H.  Bailey  also  had  a  show  of  roach.  Mr>.  J.  Wiltshire  was 
made  a  working  member.  Our  smoker  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  April  27—  Johnny. 

Insurance  Piscatorial  Society.  The  Barley  Mow, 
BO,  Long-lane,  Smithfield,  E.G.  —  The  usual  monthly 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  April  14,  at  5.30  p.m., 
to  be  followed  by  the  annual  meeting  at  6  p.m.  Members 
are  reminded  that  roach  fishing  in  the  society's  private 
waters  closes  on  April  14.  Since  my  last  report  the 
following  gentlemen  have  weighed-in  fish,  viz. :  M 
Seyfang,  on  8th  inst.,  roach,  51b.  9|oz. ;  one  perch,  13oz  . 
and  one  dace,  6£oz.  ;  on  15th  inst.,  roach,  31b.  14oz.  ;  and 
22  ad  and  29th  inst.,  roach.  Mr.  Boatwright,  on  23rd  inst., 
roach,  21b.  lO^oz.  ;  and  Mr.  Sloper,  on  the  same  date, 
roach  and  perch,  101b. ,  several  of  the  roach  scaling  over 
lib.  each.— F.  C.  H.  Seyfang. 

Isaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield- street,  Kingsland-road.— The  members 
competed  for  two  speciil  prizes  on  March  28 ;  only  one  was 
taken,  Mr.  A.  Furlong  being  the  winn.r.  Mr.  J.  K. 
Charters  and  "Jolly  Jenkins"  weighed-in  roach  on 
Wednesday  last. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut-tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S  B.— We  take  the 
next  visit  on  the  S.L.U.V.  list  on  Monday  next,  April  5, 
when  brother  anglers  will  be  h;artily  welcome. — 
(;.  Edwards. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush.— The  outing  to  Hertford  result- 
ing in  a  blank,  it  is  decided  to  fish  for  the  special  prize  on 
April  4,  at  Southend-on-Sea,  when  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster.  Trains :  8.3,  Hammersmith ;  8.5,  Shepherd's 
Bush;  8.1,  Uxbridge-road  to  Aldgate.  thence  to  Fen- 
cburch-street,  9.7;  book  through, cheap  tickets. — A.  B.  M. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street Pentonville. — A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
April  11  to  arrange  our  supper  and  distiibution  of  prizes. 
Mr.  Luck  was  elected  a  working  member.  The  question 
of  amalgamation  was  brought  before  the  members  of  the 
above,  and  we  ara  unanimous  in  sticking  to  the  Central 
Association. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
6,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool. — 
Tront  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing,  and  several  gocd  catches 
have  been  reported,  principally  from  special  waters,  and 
with  the  worm.  The  fishing  in  the  Rivington  reservoirs 
opens  to-morrow  (April  1),  and  Liverpool  anglers  will  no 
doubt  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  to  a  considerable 
extent,  especially  as  the  L.  and  V.  R.  have  now  granted 
cheap  anglers'  fares  to  members  having  club  cards.  The 
fares  are:  Horwich,  2s.  9d. ;  Heapy,  3s.  Id.;  Withnell, 
Ss.  5d.,  fare  for  the  double  journey  and  cover  three  days. 
Success  in  these  waters  would  ba  greatly  increased  if  some 
fishing  punts  were  to  ba  hal,  and  if  2000  cr  3000  two- 
year-old  trout  were  placed  i:i  the  Withnell  Reservoir.  If 
this  were  done  (and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  shoull  not 
be),  Lake  Vyrnwy  would  have  no  mean  rival.— Ri>.  Wool- 
FALL. 

Liverpool  East  Bnd  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row. — The  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  above  association  was  held  on  Monday  last. 
There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members,  and  so  far  as  the 
financial  part  of  the  business  was  concerned,  it  was  the 
mo3tsr.ccessful  since  theformation  of theassociation.  Three 
gentlemen  were  elected  members,  two  of  whom  came  from 
Garston.  Members  interested  in  the  Easter  outirg  ought 
to  make  an  effort  to  attend  the  meeting  on  Monday  next. 
The  balance-sheet  for  the  first  quarter  will  also  then  be 
read. — James  Reynolds. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — On  March  26  Mr.  Sinclair 
had  a  nice  show  of  roach  and  dacj ;  Mr.  Collins  also 
roach.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  April  6,  when  I 
hope  all  members  will  attend  for  business  of  importance. 
—A.  Toplis. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
tnd  Garter,  Green-street,  Bethnal  Green.  —  Our  fifth 
innual  supper  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  April  8  when 
onr  treasurer,  C.  Lamb,  sen.,  will  be  presented  with  e 
handsome  testimonial ;  final  meeting  previous  to  supper 
Wednesday,  April  7.— A.  Lewis. 
North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 


Holloway-road.  —  On  March  28  only  a  few  members 
weighed  in  with  small  shows  of  fish,  Mr.  T.  Harris  won 
the  prize  left  over  from  Maroh  21.  April  7  being  the  end 
of  the  financial  year,  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. 

 jj  Stretch 

Olive  Branch  Angling  Society,  Park  -lane 
Tottenham.— I  beg  to  remind  secretaries  in  the  V  and 
N  E.  districts,  that  the  benefit  concert  for  the  widow  ot 
the  late  J.  Harrison  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on 
Monday  next,  Please  send  in  collecting  sheets  if  possible. 
Show  of  fish  on  March  28  was  small ;  only  one  member 
took  a  few  roach. — R.  F.  C. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham.  —  On  Match  28  the  following  had  fish  : 
Messrs.  F.  Watson,  roach;  G.  Thompson,  had  roach; 
Roseviar,  dace;  Carter,  roach;  Coldwell,  rocali;  J. 
Reitz,  roach  ;  J.  Watson,  roach  ;  and  Dew,  roach.  I 
hope  sccieti-s  on  the  N.  and  N.E.  suburban  district  will  not 
forget  our  return  visit  on  April  0.  A  concert  was  held  on 
March  27,  in  aid  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital  Fund, 
the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Watson— W.  S. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Ed g ware-road.  —  Next  Monday, 
April  5,  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  we  nominate  a 
secretary,  the  present  one  resigning.  There  is  a.  lot  of 
other  business.  The  successful  winners  for  the  Ia;t 
quarter's  gross  weight  were :  Mr.  Haynes,  first ;  Mr. 
Robbins,  second  ;  Clist,  third.— F.  Wheeler. 

Bioyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen  s  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho.— Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  12.  Members 
that  have  prizes  to  put  in  the  club-casa  will  greatly  oblige 
by  bringing  them  up  at  their  earliest  convenience. — J. 
Gibbons.  _  •     t  ' : : 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  Sc. 
John's-street-road,  ClerkenwelL— The  nineteenth  annual 
supper  will  take  place  at  headquarters  on  Wednesday, 
April  7.  Members  will  oblige  by  attending  at  8.30  sharp. 
— F.  Thorling. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodesweli- 
roid,  Stepney.— On  March  28  Mr.  Morgan  saved  us  from 
a  blank  rath  a  nice  show  of  roach.— W.  Woodford. 

True  Caledonian  Angling  Society,  23,  Cale- 
donian-road, N.— Our  members  have  been  having  some 
sport  lately  in  the  River  Lea.  Mr.  R.  Mills,  twelve  trout 
langing  from  lib.  3oz.to21b.  4oz  ,  and  two  bream,  21b.  5oz. 
and  31b.  3oz.  ;  als)  a  jack  of  lOJlb.,  taken  while  tench 
fishing  on  gut  tackle  with  worm,  and  which  broke  away  at 
first  above  the  float  in  consequence  of  a  barge  coming  along, 
and  some  time  afterwards  fouling  the  fresh  tackle  he  had 
r'g^ed  up ;  and  through  another  gentleman  gaffing  the  fish 
it  was  successfully  landed.  Mr.  A.  Silverlock  has  also  had 
some  good  takes  of  roach  and  cbub,  his  takes  of  roach 
ranging  from  5lb.  to  111b.  2oz.,  amcng  them  one  of 
lib.  9Joz.,  and  several  others  b;tween  lib.  and  lib.  4oz., 
and  chub  up  to  21b.  14oz.,  both  members  takes  coming 
from  the  navigable  portion  of  the  river.  Mr.  Maish  had 
some  nice  roach  from  the  Lea  and  Colne,  and  myself  roach 
and  dace  from  the  Upper  Lea  (heaviest  dace,  lloz.).— 
A.  George.  , 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesday 
last  several  important  mat  tars  were  discussed.  A  report 
was  then  given  of  the  visit  to  the  Camden  A.S.  on 
Monday  last,  Also  the  meeting  at  the  Swollow  Assembly 
Rooms  on  Wednesday.  Messrs.  C.  Wake  and  F.  Haydon 
were  elected  as  auditors  for  the  past  year.  Will  members 
please  attend  n?xt  Wednesday  (quarterly  night).— F.  E. 
Haydon.  ,  . 

Yarmouth  and  Gorleaton  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association,  King's  Head  Hotel,  Great 
Yarmouth. — This  newly-formed  association  held  a  smokmg 
conceit  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Friday  evening  last, 
its  object  being  to  assist  the  fund  now  being  raised  to 
purchase  a  new  angling  trophy  (for  annual  competition  by 
all  the  local  clubs)  to  commemorate  the  diamond  jubilee  of 
Her  Majesty.  F.  Burton,  Esq.,  J.P.,  occupied  the  chair, 
and  there  were  about  four  hundred  anglers  and  their 
friends  present.  A  capital  programme  had  been  arranged, 
and  was  much  appreciated.  During  the  evening  promises 
to  the  amount  of  nearly  £10  were  given  towards  the 

fund.— E.  W.  Buckle. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Thames  (Marlow).-The  water  has  been  gettin?  into 
good  order  for  trout  for  some  time  now,  and  should  the 
weather  ba  favourable,  there  should  be  some  fish  taken  on 
the  first.  Five  good  fish  are  feeding,  others  will  be  seen 
in  better  weather -C.  L.  Mathews. 

Ballynahinch  Pishery.-Sir.ee  ^st  report  Mi. 
Austice  got  three  spring  salmon,  largest  121b.  Wateis 
are  in  splendid  order,  and  weather  well  settled  these  last 
two  days.— Walter  Blackadder.  , 

Don  and  Tributaries.- Weather  is  still  backward, 
but  in  spite  of  the  east  wind  a  few  baskets  have  been  made, 
one  here  and  one  there,  on  the  brooks,  and  on  parts  ot  ttia 
main  stream  j  but  nothing  is  worth  spec  al  mention  — 
D.  and  W.  H.  Foster.  , 

Taw  (North  Devon).  —  Rivers  have  gone  back. 
Salmon  fishing  commences  this  day  wittt  east  wind,  and 
fish  appear  to  be  plentiful.'  Trout  fishing  has,  been  decent 
since  my  last.  I  got  two  dozen  meelium  fash  yesterday 
with  the  Blue  Upright,  and  others  gat  some  nice  fish  with 
March  Brown  (Cutcliffe's).  Many  catches  of  six  brace  1 
have  heard  of.  The  Bray  and  Mole  have  shown  some 
good  sport,  and  now  the  swallows  skim  the  rivers  for  the 
numerous  flies,  trout  should  be  taken  freely.  The  Blue 
Upright  and  the  Red  Upright,  nick-named  Corn  Lrake, 
will  be  very  distructive  flies.— Rusty  Game. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire)  .-During  this 
past  week  very  few  anglers  have  been  out,  the  water  being 
ip  high  and  the  wind  so  boisterous.  However,  two  gentle- 
men from  Nottingham  got  several  nice  fish  on  luesaay 
bottom  fishing  in  a  small  portion  of  private  water  at 
Matlock  Bath.  A  limited  number  of  rods  are  now  per- 
mitted on  the  Wye.  To  avoid  disappointment  it  is 
necessary,  previous  to  arrival,  to  apply  to  the  ^Rutland 
Arms  Hotel,  Bakewell,  or  to  the  Peacock  Hotel,  Rowsley. 
The  flies  I  named  last  week  will  be  found  killers  when  tno 
rivers  are  sufficiently  run  down.— Dotterel. 
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It  is  a  fact  as  yet  unaccounted  for  that  a  man's  alarm 
clock  may  allow  him  to  sleep  three  mornings  out  of  a  week 
when  he  should  go  to  work,  but  never  fails  him  when  he 
wants  to  rise  at  four  o'clock  to  go  on  a  fishing  expedition. 

A  cyclist  hung  his  bicycle  from  the  ceiling  of  his 
cellar,  and  not  far  from  a  swinging  shelf  on  which  food 
was  kept,  A  rat  jumped  from  the  wall  on  the  tyre  of  the 
front  wheel,  evidently  hoping  thereby  to  reach  the  shelf. 
The  wheel  started,  and  Mr.  Rat  naturally  ran  towards  the 
highest  part  of  it.  It  was  unable  to  stay  on  the  top  of  the 
tyre,  but  could  not  get  enough  of  a  foothold  to  jump  again 
to  the  wall.  When  discovered  next  morning  Mr.  Rat  was 
found  very  much  exhausted,  though  still  running.  The 
cyclometer  showed  that  it  had  travelled  over  thirty-nine 
and  a  half  mile3.  Fishing,  as  we  all  know,  is  a  pro- 
phylactic against  veracity  ;  cycling  bids  fair  to  be  equally 
efficacious  for  George  Washington's  fell  complaint. 


CLUBS. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
At  the  meeting  on  March  31  (chair  Mr.  H.  Challen) 
minutes  were  confirmed.  Ben  weighed-in  roach  from 
Ware  on  28th,  winning  H.  Whitfield  s  prize  The 
auditors,  Messrs.  Challen  and  Jackson  gave  a  satisfactory 
reDort  Every  member  should  be  early  next  Wednesday, 
and  also  attend  in  force  at  the  Elgin  A.S.  visit,  Tuesday,  . 

bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street— Several  members  were 
out  on  the  28th,  but  only  one  turned  up  to  weigh-in,  Mr. 
G.  Armstrong,  jun.,  3|lb.  of  roach.— Alf  Conn. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London, 
Sidnev-street,  City-road.-On  Wednesday  the  following 
were  elected  on  the  committee  t  o  revise  the  rules  :  Messrs. 
J.  Bailey,  J.  Hurell,  A.  Wade,  W.  Palish,  F  Hodges, 
S.  Hurell,  W.  Carpenter.  Three  new  members  were 
elected;  working  me  ml  ers,  Messrs.  G.  Hurell,  R,  Juohan, 
and  W.  Carpenter.— Phil  - 

Poley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  High-street,  -  Marylebone.  —  On 
the  28th  inst.  Mr.  Duller  had  three  specimen  dace,  also 
some  good  reach,  largest  lib.  9pm  ;  Mr.  Hill,  roach  ;  Mr. 
Hutchys,  roach.  Return  visit  C.D.V.L.  Tuesday, 
April  13.— H.  S.  Norris. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown, 
21,  Goswell-road— The  following  members  weighed-in on 
March  28  :  Messsrs.  S.  Hill,  roach,  31b.  lljoz. ;  F.  Vanhe- 
gan,  roach,  41b.  4oz. ;  H.  Haines,  roach,  31b.  ooz.— H.  b. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road.  —  Our  outing  on  March  28  was  not 
a  success,  only  two  prizes  being  taken,  and  those  by 
Messrs.  Brett  and  Shepherd.  Will  members  please 
attend  on  Tuesday  next,  the  6th  inst.,  quarterly  meeting, 
to  pass  balance  sheet  and  elect  officers. 

St.  Thomas's  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Stangate,  Westminster  Bridge-road— A  few  of  our  mem- 
bers were  out  on  March  28  with  pcor  results.  Out 
champion,  W.  Stone,  weighed-in  a  nice  tray  ot  Lea  roach  ; 
and  Mr.  Shaw,  our  president,  received  his  medal  irom  the 
B  S.A  S.  for  largest  take  of  whiting.— W.  G.  George. 

Seymour  Brothers'  Angling  Society.  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy  Square,  W.-Next  Tuesday 
being  yearly  night  I  wish  to  see  all  members  present,  tor 
some  very  important  business.— -W.  Aldis.  . 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
-The  next  visit  will  be  pail  to  the  Jolly  Butchers  Georgo 
the  Fourth,  Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth.  For  date  sae 
their  club  report. — At, v.  Conn.  Kf 
Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern.  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth, 
I  shall  be  glad  if  every  member  can  attend  on  Wednesday 
next  7th  inst.,  to  arrange  the  annual  dinner,  and  also  tor 
all  donors  to  kindly  forward  prizes  a|  soon  as  possible. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers  Arms 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road.  -  Our  match  at  Rye 
Houee  was  a  great  success.  The  following  weighed-in 
roach  and  dace,  winning  the  prizes  in  the  order  n.mcd: 
Messrs.  Ron.  Sullivan,  G.  Stymnn,  W.  Rdwards  11 
Hier,  W.  Walker,  Chambers,  and  Mercer.— W.  Harden 


A  Woniikrfi.'L  Invention  is  one  which,  whilst  being  useful  to 
tho  world,  has  hardly  before  been  dreamt  of  by  scientific  my. 
Many  astonishing  proposals  have  frequently  been  made  with 
reference  to  a  revolution  in  our  already  rapid  means  of  locomo- 
tion, but  nothing  practical  has  yet  been  effected.  No  doubt  the 
time  will  come  when  a  trip  between  London  and  New  York  will 
seem  like  «  pleasant  excursion  of  a  few  hours'  duration.  The 
ingenuity  of  man  con  accomplish  wonders,  and  there  Is  no  telling 
when  its  limit  will  be  reached.  It  will  be  difficult,  however,  to 
produce  anything  more  wonderful  than  Holloway's  Pills  and 
Ointment.  As  sterling  remedies  for  all  complaints  nothing  can 
equal  them. 


The  entertainments  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  a-e  con- 
stantly being  changed,  and  next  week  several  newcomers 
are  announced,  including  an  amusing  comic  act  by  the 
Evalos,  and  a  clever  equilibrist  in  Frank  Maura  ;  also  the 
sensational  high  dive  of  Finney  wherein  he  descends  head- 
first into  the  small  tank  in  the  centre  of  the  Hall  while 
enclosed  in  a  burning  sack  continues  daily.  The  Fisheries 
Exhibition  remains  open  until  April  13.  Among  t he 
distinguished  visitors  have  been  the  Duke  of  >  ork  and  the 
Lord  Mayor, 
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Five  hundred  magnificent  yearling  J'ario,  running  from 
tin.  to  8in.,  were  turned  into  the  Costa,  at  Pickering,  on 
Tuesday  last,  from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincoln- 
shire. Those  who  saw  the  fish  could  hardly  believe  they 
were  yearlings,  for  they  were  quite  equal  to  the  general 
run  of  two-year-old  fish. 

 >♦«■»<  

As  it  is  generally  well  known,  the  B.S.A.S.  hold 
concerts,  or  listen  to  lectures,  &c,  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  each  month,  at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel.  Next 
Wednesday  (April  7), however, there  will  be  no  "  smoker," 
but  the  usual  committee  meeting  will  be  held  there  at 
7  o'clock.  The  sub-committee  appointed  to  conduct  the 
testimonial,  now  being  raised  for  the  honorary  secretary, 
would  be  glad  if  members  would  promptly  reply  to  their 
communications.  I  may  add  that  Mr.  Walter  Grace,  the 
well-known  entertainer  at  the  popular  B.S.A.S.  concerts, 
is  spending  a  few  days  at  Hornsea,  on  the  Yorkshire  coast, 
and  I  hope  he  will  be  able  to  report  a  ''miraculous 
draught"  when  next  the  members  meet. 

"  In  aid  of  the  Printers'  Charities  !  "  So  runs  the 
circular  which  has  been  distributed  amongst  the  angling 
clubs  by  that  young  but  active  society  of  anglers,  the 
"  Lychnobites."  As  previously  announced,  a  grand 
smoking  concert  will  be  given  on  Saturday  evening  next, 
April  10  (to  which  ladies  are  specially  invited)  at  the 
Champion  Hotel,  Aldersgate-street,  E.C.  The  bill  of 
fare  is  very  enticing.  In  addition  to  a  host  of  talent  there 
will  be  Professor  Claude  North  (ventiiloquist),  Mr.  G. 
Vernon  (in  his  celebrated  graphophone  sketch),  and  Mr. 
Ben  Brandon  (the  farmyard  and  instrumental  mimic). 
During  the  evening  the  "  Imperial  Bijou  Orchestra  "  will 
discourse  sweet  music.  Commence  ".15.  Tickets  (one 
shilling),  at  the  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe-lane. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  who  has  kindly  consented  to 
take  the  chair  on  Wednesday  evening  next,  at  the  dinner 
of  the  Anchor  A.S. ,  Kingston  (of  which  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard 
is  president,  but  will  not  be  able  to  be  present),  called  on 
me  to  show  him  how  he  could  take  the  chair  at  a  "  Unity- 
amalgamation-federation  "  meeting  and  attend  another 
very  elaborate  banquet  all  in  one  night  ?  I  told  him  to 
"  try— a  '  juncta  in  Uno.'  " 

 >»♦♦<  

The  four-eyed  fish  is  one  of  the  latest  Oriental  freaks 
arrived  from  the  Great  West.  According  to  the  New 
York  Herald,  a  New  York  dealer  in  fancy  finny  creatures, 
pet  and  singing  birds,  and  such  like  things,  is  just  now 
exhibiting  a  Chinese  four-eyed  fish,  the  like  of  which  he 
solemnly  declares  was  never  seen  in  America  before. 
Certainly  it  is  a  curious  creature,  and,  to  all  appearances, 
it  has  the  four  eyes  its  owner  claims.  They  are  set  in 
pairs  high  on  the  sides  of  the  head,  one  "  eye  "  of  each 
pair  looking  straight  up  and  the  other  sideways,  each  pair 
being  fixed  in  a  sort  of  fleshy  protuberance  that  gives  the 
finny  monster  a  most  extraordinary  appearance. 


The  thing  was  imported  from  China.  It  is  a  species  of 
goldfish,  and  is  confessedly  a  sort  of  manufactured  freak. 
The  story  told  by  the  dealer  to  account  for  the  extra  pair 
of  eyes  is  sufficiently  marvellous  to  strain  the  believing 
powers  of  the  most  credulous.  He  says  the  Orientals  who 
breed  these  fish  place  them  in  a  tank  which  is  kept  in 
absolute  darkness,  save  that  from  a  lens  or  a  mirror  placed 
above  the  tank  one  single  tiny  ray  of  light  is  shot  down 
into  the  water.  The  fish  naturally  seeks  this  lay  of  light, 
and  spends  most  of  its  time  where  it  falls  vertically  upon 
his  head.  In  time,  the  dealer- continues,  the  extra  pair  of 
eyes  develop.  Now,  this  is  a  fish  story  indeed,  and  no 
reader  need  believe  it  nnles3  he  wishes  to. 


Dr ring  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  the  lions'  cages  at 
the  Royal  Aquarium  on  Wednesday  evening  last,  Mr. 
Hammerton  (who  was  in  close  proximity  in  charge  of  his 
superb  display  of  boats,  punts,  &c.)  was  severely  injured 
by  some  of  the  heavy  timbers  falling  upon  him,  caused  by 
one  of  the  trolleys  skidding.  He  is  now  lying  in  a  very 
precarious  condition  in  Westminster  Hospital.  Kvery 
boating  man  and  angler  who  knows  him  will  wish  him  a 
speedy  recovery. 

Thk  monthly  delegate  meetingof  the  Central  Association 
will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next,  April  5,  at  the 
Bedford  Head,  Maidpn-lane,  Covent  Garden. 

"From  the  new  woman's  point  of  view,"  says  the 
American  F.  G.,  "  the  male  catfish  is  a  model  for  men. 
It.  takes  solo  care  of  its  young  after  they  are  hatched,  and 
may  be  seen  surrounded  by  scores  of  its  offspring,  guarding 
them  from  the  onslaughts  of  fish  of  prey.  In  an  aquarium 
at  the  building  of  the  Fish  Commission  in  Washington  a 
male  catfish  after  the  eggs  were  laid  kept  watch  of  them, 
not  permitting  the  female  to  come  near  them.  A  catfish 
nest  is  made  in  a  spot  sheltered  by  aquatic  plants,  whore 
there  is  no  current.  After  the  eggs  have  been  laid  the 
male  hovers  over  them,  and  by  the  continued  rapid 
vibration  of  its  fins,  drives  fresh  water  into  the  nest, 
keeping  the  eggs  healthy.  After  a  week  the  eggs  hatch. 
A  sea  breed  of  catfish,  however,  which  lays  eggs  of  the 
size  of  small  buckshot,  keeps  its  eggs  in  its  mouth  until 
they  are  hatched,  when  the  young'lish  are  able  to  care  for 
themselves.  A  species  of  fish  found  in  the  Sea  of  Galileo 
also  carry  their  eggs  in  their  mou  hs." 

"We  have  received  a  report,"  says  the  Fish  Trades 
Gazette,  "  of  the  annual  general  meeting  of  the  British  Sea 


Anglers'  Society,  which  we  wish  every  success  in  its  own 
peculiar  province  of  promoting  sport.  But  it  is  really 
rather  ludicrous  to  those  of  us  connected  with  the  trade, 
and  the  trade  associations,  to  find  this  committee  suggesting 
'a  memorial  being  submitted  to  Parliament  requesting 
that  the  House  of  Commons  will,  as  speedily  as  possible, 
legislate  upon  the  lines  of  the  recommendations  of  the  1885 
Trawling  Commission,  and  those  of  the  Special  Committee 
of  1893.'  Is  the  B.S.A.S.  innocent  of  what  has  been  done, 
or  ignorant  ?  Does  it  imagine  that  wheie  powerful  trade 
organisations,  with  an  invested  capital  of  many  millions, 
have  failed,  a  newly-formed  body  of  sporting  men  will  be 
successful  ?  We  would  not  for  a  moment  use  the 
proverbial  saying  about  fools  and  angels,  for  self-praise  is 
no  recommendation.  Moreover,  we  are  glad  to  see  any- 
body, however  ineffectually,  hammering  away  on  subjects 
we  have  discussed  in  these  columns  year  after  year,  and 
perchance  educating  the  public  that  we  do  not  reach. 
More  power  to  the  elbows,  then,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  if  it 
remembers  that  the  ycuugest  of  us  is  not  infallible. 
Perhaps  we  ourselves  would  give  a  good  deal  for  the 
sanguine  temper  of  the  four-year-old  socisty.  Having  the 
philosophic  mind  that  comes  with  years,  we  can  assure  the 
B.S.A.S.  that  we  rather  enjoy  the  process  of  being  taught 
how  to  suck  eggs." 

Messrs.  Dean  and  Sons,  Fleet-street,  have  forwarded 
their  latest  addition  to  their  sports  list,  viz. ,  "Rowing," 
by  our  occasional  contributor,  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  ("  Straw 
Hat ").  There  is  just  enough  in  the  work  to  set  the  tyro 
w  ell  npon  his  sliding  seat  until  he  requires  more  advanced 
tuition.  The  work  is  full  of  information  and  good  advice, 
and  can  be  strongly  recommended  to  all  anglers  as  well  as 
rowing  men.  The  "Thatched  One"  goes  back  to  the 
time  of  Tom  Cole  (1852),  and  his  little  book  is  an 
epitome  of  his  experiences  during  his  long  residence  upon 
the  banks  of  our  grand  old  river. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society  is 
fixed  for  April  13,  at  headquarters,  The  Wellington,  High- 
street',  Epsom. 

— > t  

The  Sp6rtsmen''S  Review  tells  of  the  strength  of  the 
devil  fish,  which  are  caught  regularly  as  a  pastime  at 
Naples,  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Colonel  Bob  Halloway," 
according  to  the  Review,  was  fishiDg  for  the  monsters 
with  a  party  of  friends  from  a  naphtha  launch,  when  they 
had  a  strike.  The  launch  was  25ft.  long  and  contained 
ten  persons.  This  the  fish  towed  around  for  an  hour, 
attaining  a  speed  of  six  knots  at  times,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  propeller  of  the  launch  was  backing.  Thewhcle 
fight  was  in  sight  of  the  hotel  guests,  who  had  assembled 
to  see  the  battle  between  fin  end  propeller.  When  the 
animal  was  finally  tired  out  and  towed  ashore  it  required 
six  men  to  drag  it  out.  On  propping  its  mouth  open,  a 
salt  barrel  could  have  been  rolled  into  it.  It  measured 
22ft.  from  wing  tip  to  wing  tip. 


At  the  Long  Melford  Police  Court,  Suffolk,  on  March  20, 
Philip  Hayward,  of  Sudbury,  was  summoned  for  illegal 
fishing  at  Great  Cornard.  Defendant  was  charged  with 
throe  separate  offences.  Ho  pleaded  guilty  to  all  three, 
the  charges  being  that  he  used  dead  lines  in  two  cases,  and 
gorge  tackle  in  the  third.  The  offences  occurred  on 
Feb.  16  and  19.  Mr.  A.  T.  Cobbold  appeared  for  the 
Beard  of  Conservators.  Defendant  was  fined  2s.  fid.  in 
each  case.    Costs,  £1  14s.  6d. 




Some  400.  or  500  members  of  the  several  angling 
societies  of  Yarmouth  met  in  the  Minor  Hall,  lioyal 
Aquarium,  recently,  for  a  grand  smoking  concert  and  to 
further  the  efforts  now  being  made  to  promote  a  big 
Diamond  Jubilee  angling  trophy  for  annual  competition 
between  local  brethren  of  the  rod  and  line.  Councillor 
F.  Burton  presided.  Councillor  Backham  gave  the  toast, 
"Success  to  the  Angling  Societies  of  Yarmouth  and 
Gorle3ton."  The  chairman  announced  a  large  number  of 
subscriptions  to  the  trophy.  The  entertainment  inclnded 
an  exhibition  of  the  novelty,  the  Cinematographe. 
 >♦♦■»<  

[Nan  interesting  article  on  "Fishing  in  West  Africa," 
by  Mary  H.  Kingsley,  in  the  National  Review,  the  writer 
says:  "The  waters  of  West  Africa,  silt,  brackish,  and 
fresh,  abound  with  fish,  aid  many  kinds  are,  if  properly 
cooked,  excellent  eating.  For  culinary  purposes  you  may 
divide  the  fish  into  sea  fish,  lagoon  fish,  and  river  fish  ;  the 
first  divi:ion,  the  sea  fish,  are  excellent  eating,  and  are  in 
enormous  quantities,  particularly  along  the  windward 
coast  on  the  Groat  West  African  Bank.  South  of  this,  at 
the  mouths  of  the  Oil  rivers,  they  fall  off,  from  a  culinary 
standpoint,  though  scientifically  they  increase,  in  charm, 
as  you  find,  hereabouts,  fishes  of  extremely  early  types, 
whose  relations  have  an  interesting  series  of  monuments 
in  the  shape  of  fessils,  in  the  sandstone,  but  if  primeval 
man  had  to  live  on  them,  when  they  were  alive,  I  am  sorry 
for  him,  for  he  might  just  as  well  have  eaten  mud  and 
better,  for  then  ho  would  not  have  run  the  risk  of  getting 
choked  with  bones.  On  the  south-west  coast  the  culinary 
value  goes  up  again  ;  there  there  are  quantities  of  excellent 
deep  sea  fish,  and  round  the  months  of  the  rivers  shoals  of 
bream  and  grey  mullet. 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

"  The  lagoon  fish  are  not  particularly  good,  as  a  rule 
they  are  supremely  muddy  and  bony ;  they  have  their 
us3s,  however,  for  I  am  informed  that  they  indicato  to 
Lagos  when  it  may  expect  an  epidemic  ;  to  this  end  they 
die,  in  an  adjacent  lagoon,  and  float  about  upon  its  surfaoe, 
wrong  side  up,  until  decomposition  does  its  work.  Their 
method  of  prophesy  is  a  sound  one,  for  it  demonstrates  (a) 
that  the  lagoon  drinking  water  is  worse  than  usual ;  (6)  if 
it  is  not  already  fatal  they  will  make  it  so.    The  river  fiBh 


of  the  Gold  (.'oast  are  better  than  those  of  the  mud  sewers 
of  the  Niger  Delta,  because  the  Gold  Coast  rivers  are 
brisk  sporting  streams,  with  the  exception  of  the  Volta, 
and  at  a  short  distance  inland,  they  come  down  over  rocky 
rapids  with  a  stiff  current.  The  fish  of  the  upper  watora 
of  the  Delta  rivers  are  better  than  those  down  in  the  man- 
grove swamp  region  ;  and  in  the  south-west  coast  rivers, 
with  which  I  am  psrsonally  well  acquainted." 

 >»♦■*<  

The  Cumberland  witnesses,  says  the  Yorkshire  Post,- 
who  went  up  to  London  on  the  Eden  fishery  case,  have'* 
returned  with  some  interesting  experiences.    One  of  then 
has  but  a  poor  opinion  of  the  metropolis.   "Ah  wadn't 
leeve  theer,"  he  said,  "  for  a  thoosand  a  year.   Ah  nivver 
saw  a  deceirfrtroot  stream  th'  whole  time  Ah  was  away." 
He  agreed  that  he  was  splendidly  entertained,  but,  "Ah 
bed  to  sleep  in  a  room  as  hoe  as  Dixon's  chimney,  an'  Ah 
was  nearly  starved  at  neets." 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

One  of  the  busy  contingent  of  the  Lark  Angling  Society 
informs  me  that  the  statement  I  made  a  week  since,  that 
the  greater  portion  of  the  consignment  of  trout  ordered  by 
Mr.  C.  Wing,  of  the  Icklingham  Lion,  arrived  at  Mildeu- 
hall  dead,  is,-  unfortunately,  too  true.  It  appears  that 
Mr.  Wing  secured  subscriptions  from  friends  and 
frequenters  of  his  well  known  hcstelry  towards  defraying 
the  cost  of  a  thousand  trout,  and  this  number  of  fish  were 
ordered  and  forwarded  to  him.  The  cans,  on  their  arrival 
at  Icklingham,  were  opened,  and  832  dead  fish  were 
removed.  The  remaining  1C8  were  transferred  to  the  Lark 

The  dead  fish  were  sent  back  to  the  gentleman  from 
whom  they  were  purchased,  and  on  Friday  in  last  week  575 
yearling  trout  were  placed  in  the  Lark,  being  a  first  instal- 
ment sent  in  substitution  of  those  that  had  been  returned. 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 
Mr.  Wing  will  place  another  thousand  trout  in  the  same 
water.  The  fish  are  virtually  promised,  and  genial  Charley 
has  only  to  fetch  them.  The  Lark  Angling  Society, 
thanks  to  a  few  enthusiastic  anglers,  is  looking  up  ;  but  if 
its  influence  is  to  be  felt,  the  committee  and  members 
must  work  together,  and  misrepresentation  of  the  river,  its 
waters,  and  its  fish  eschewed. 


Thk  Gala  Angling  Association,"  says  the  Pall  Mull 
Gazette,  "  has  taken  up  a  curious  and  not  very  creditable 
position  towards  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  bill  for  a  close 
time  for  trout.  The  members  of  the  association,  or  at  all 
events  the  majority  of  them,  are  rabid  Badicals  and 
supporters  of  the  Scottish  Radical  demand  for  a  legislative 
enactment  in  favour  of  '  free  rod  fishing ; '  and  it  appears 
that  unless  and  until  this  is  granted  they  will  not  support 
a  clo.-  e  time  for  trout.  The  mover  of  a  resolution  that  the 
association  petition  against  the  bill  frankly  acknowledged 
that  most  of  the  members  were  in  favour  of  it ;  but  he 
declared,  amid  applause,  there  were  certain  things,  such  as 
free  rod  fishing,  that  must  be  granted  before  they  could 
support  it.  An  amendment  that  the  association  petition  in 
favour  of  the  bill  as  other  associations  are  doing  was  moved, 
and  the  mover  gave  some  strong  arguments  in  favour  of 
having  a  close  time,  declaring  that  the  state  of  the  fish- 
mongers' windows  last  November  was  a  disgrace. 

"Scores  of  trout,  he  said,  had  been  gutted,  and  the  roe 
taken  out  of  some  of  them,  over  lib.  in  weight,  was  to  be 
seen  in  the  windows.  If  the  trout  were  let  alone  about 
the  month  of  November  there  was  no  doubt  it  would  do 
more  good  than  '  passes  '  in  the  Gala  or  stocking  the  rivers 
with  fry.  By  a  majority,  however,  it  was  resolved  to 
petition  against  the  bill.  Such  a  decision  coming  from  an 
angling  association  is  to  be  regretted.  That  any  body  of 
anglers,  simply  because  no  provision  is  made  for  a  '  fad  ' 
that  has  not  reached  the  region  of  practical  politics,  and 
which  few  speak  of  seriously,  should  have  decided  to 
oppose,  so  far  as  they  can,  a  measure  that  is  acknowledged 
on  all  hands  to  be  a  necessity  in  the  interests  of  true 
sport,  is  significant  of  the  state  of  mind  to  which 
fanaticism  may  reduce  persons  otherwise  generally  re- 
garded as  sane  enough." 

>  »  >  «  ( 

Mr.  J.  RiciiARnsoN  has,  owing  to  the  relinquishment 
of  the  fishing  tackle  business  by  Mr.  Dunhill,  of  the 
Euston-road,  commenced  business  at  111,  Judd-street 
King's-cross,  where  he  will  be  glad  to  see  old  friends,  and' 
as  many  new  ones  who  may  care  to  make  his  acquaintance. 

The  aunual  dinner  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
(although  I  was  unavoidably  absent  for  the  first  time  for 
five  or  six  years)  was  the  "  best  on  record."  Gold  medal 
for  Messrs.  .1.  B.  Close  and  Alex.  Wright,  who  contri- 
buted largely  to  the  success.  With  Mr.  Frank  Abraham 
in  the  chair  and  Mr.  A.  Heiron  in  the  vioe-chair,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  cream  of  the  members  and  friends  of 
this  world-renowned  and  up-to-date  body  of  anglers  a 
pleasant  evening  was  only  to  be  expected. 

 >♦»♦<  

The  chairman,  although,  perhaps,  more  widely  known 
in  cricket,  shooting,  and  political  circles,  has  no  mean 
leputation  as  an  angler.  Last  year  he  represented  his 
society  (the  Gresham)  at  the  "International"  on  Looh 
Loven.  Out  of  forty-four  clubs,  Mr.  Abrahams  came  out 
twenty-seventh,  on  which  occasion,  if  my  memory  serves  me 
rightly,  the  "  whippers-in  "  wore  the  Fly-Fishers  and  tho 
Piscatorials.  As  1  am  prevented  by  my  doctors  and  pro- 
hibited by  the  editor  from  attending  banquets  until  more 
genial  weather  sets  in,  and  the  turtle  soup  and  other 
luxuries  (not  forgetting  a  visit  to  Hastings)  have  set  me 
up,  I  could  not  drink  "  Sucoess  to  fcho  Gresham,"  but  all 
the  same,  I  wish  them  a  long,  a  happy,  and  prosperous 
future.  Dragnet. 


April  3,  1897] 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 

ANGLING  CLUBS. 
A  most  successful  meeting  of  representative  club  anglers 
from  twenty-nine  societies  took  place  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Camden  A.S.,  the  Victory,  Clarence-road,  Kentish 
Town  on  Monday  evening  last,  the  occasion  being  an 
official  visit  of  clubs  on  the  Central  List.    The  chair  was 
occupied  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  the  secretary  of  the  associa- 
tion   An  excellent  programme  was  carried  out  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Honour  and  Mr.  Marshall.  During 
the  evening  the  Chairman  made  a  statement  in  reference 
to  the  worn  out,  old  story  of  amalgamation,  and  giving 
a  few  reasons  why  it  could  not  be  entertained.    Mr.  Chas 
Watling  moved,  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  ot 
genuine  working  .men  club  anglers  it  was  undesirable  and 
Siainst  the  best  interests  of  anglers  to  amalgamate,  and 
pledges  itself  at  all  hazards  to  sapport  the  Central,  which 
has  continued  for  so  many  years  to  work  for  the  true 
interests  of  angling."  Mr.  C .  Watling,  m  a  stirring  speech 
gave  a  few  of  his  reasons  why  club  anglers  should  not 
listen  to  the  specious  claptrap  of  a  few  interested  individuals 
who  were  agitating  this  question.    Mr.  Thos.  Goodwins 
verv  ably  seconded  the  resolution,  which  was  suppnted  by 
Messrs.  W  J.  Wade,  T.  Crumplen,  J.  A.  Hitch,  W 
Parkins,  G.  Watling,  and  many  others,  and  on  being  put 
to  the  meeting  was  carried  unanimously,  amid  a  scene  or 
enthusiasm.     Representatives    from    twenty-nine  cubs 
answered  to  the  roll-call— twenty-one  on  the  Central  list, 
and  eight  from  the  other  association.    A  very  hearty  vo.e 
of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Wade  for  having  occupied  the 
chair,  and  he,  in  the  course  of  his  reply,  stated  there  was 
little  fear  of  the  wild  predictions  of  some  of  the  promoters 
of  a  one-sided  meeting  coming  true,  many,  if  not  all,  ot 
whom  know  absolutely  nothing  of  the  wants  of  the  working- 
man  angler,  and  very  little  of  the  angling  world,  Ihe 
Central  Association  had  a  band  of  able  workers  willing  to 
tnvel  north,  south,  east,  or  west,  if  necessary,  to  ventilate 
this  question  ;  but  at  present  the  committee  considered  it 
wise,  in  the  interests  of  peace,  if  possible,  to  treat  tte 
who'e  affair  with  undisguised  contempt. 

W.  J.  Wade  (secretary). 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

lights   than   now   in   the   county.    Coming    to  the 
spfrt  itself,  he  said    the.  member*  were  ^  reproach 
to    the    general   community,    who    were   all  bustle 
and  hurry.    When  business  men  were  being  whirled 
away  in  the  train  to  London  in  the  morning  there  were 
The  anglers  laying  on  the  river  banks  contentedly  and 
quietly gwith  possibly  some  object   n  view.  (Laughter.) 
At  night,  when  the  train  brought  the  city  men  back,  the 
anglers  were  in  exactly  the  same  position    He  did  not 
know  what  they  did,  but  was  given  to  understand  that 
they  caught  fish.    (Laughter.)    By  way  of  a  more  serious 
conclusion,  he  wished  the  society  every  success,  and 
coupled  with  the  toast  the  name  o   Mr  W  Booth,  who 
he  said,  was  worthily  following  in  the  footsteps  of  a 
universally  respected  father.    The  whole  family  indeed 
deserved  to  share  in  the  compliment,  and  he  only  hoped 
he  might  never  meet  a  worse  class  of  men.    He  reiterated 
his  good  wishes  to  the  society,  and  noticing  that  the 
progress  had  extended  over  each  succeeding  year  said  that 
if  the  society  lived  to  see  its  diamond  jubilee  he  believed  it 
would  still  be  doubling  its  membership.    (  Applause i.) 

Mr  W  P.  Booth  replied,  expressing  his  indebtedness 
to  the  Mayor  for  presiding  and  for  the  kind  way  in  which 
he  had  referred  to  his  father,  brothers,  and  himself,  the 
hon.  secretary  pointed  out  the  present  strength  ot  the 
scciety-numerically,  financially,  and  as  regards  its  broad 
acres  and  miles  of  private  waters.  He  paid  a  tribute  to 
the  Marquis  of  Abergavenny,  the  society  s  president, 
thanked  the  railway  company,  the  Aquarium  Company, 
the  Town  Council,  and  the  Press  for  the  great  assistance 
thev  had  given  and  the  interest  they  had  taken  m  the 
society  In  sitting  down  Mr.  Booth  heartily  congratulated 
the  members  upon  the  result  of  the  past  six  years  work. 

Mr  C  W.  Mellor  proposed  "  The  Officers  to  whioh 
Mr  R.  D.  Firmin  responded.  The  Guests  and 
Visitors  ' '  were  not  forgotten  to  be  toasted,  likewise  1  he 
Riparian  Owners"  of  the  private  waters,  and,  ot  course, 
the  respected  chairman,  the  Mayor  of  Brighton. 
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The  marked  salmon  which  was  got  on  the  Deveron  on 
March  1,  had  been  caught  and  marked  in  tne  Spey  on 
Dec  12  An  angler  writing  to  the  Scotsman  anent  the 
matter,  asks  if  the  salmon  was  a  kelt  when  first  caught ,  in 
December,  in  the  Spey.  It  was  kelt  in  March  in  the 
DeveZ  but  there  is  no  word  of  it  having  been  kelt  in 
December.  However,  it  is  another  ot  those  puzzles  which 
observation  alone  will  be  able  to  «P  m  rourse  of  fame. 
If  it  was  a  kelt  in  December  and  still  a  kelt  in  March  it 
could  not  have  mended  and  spawned  in  the  interim,  loo 
brief  for  such.  .  

The  Spey  has  as  far  as  the  season  has  gone  yielded 
practically  nothing.  On  the  Aberlour  House  water  a  tew 
fish  are  being  got  to  the  average  of  about  four  per  week, 
by  Dr.  Roper  and  Dr.  Burton. 

The  Gala  Angling  Association  resolved  to  petition  in 
favour  of  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  bill  for  a  close  time  tor 
trout  Other  associations  should  do  likewise,  and  not  let 
the  grass  grow  under  their  feet  in  regard  to  the  matter. 
There  are  many  villages  where  associations  do  not  exist, 
but  who  have  their  quota  of  anglers,  and  these  shoull 
adhibit  their  names  to  a  simple  form  if  petition,  wnicn 
anyone  can  draw  up,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  House 
of  Commons.  ____ 

The  Phantom  has  been  the  favourite  lure  for  salmon 
during  the  past  stormy  days  of  March. 

8      r  Special  Scotch. 


anglers;  benevolent  society. 

10th  LEA  COMPETITION. 
SlNGB  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  :  Bloomsbury  Brothers, 
3s  •  Camden,  5s. ;  Crown  and  Buckland,  10s. ;  Greenwich, 
2s  •  Hoxton  Brothers,  Vs.;  Peckham  Brothers,  /  s. ; 
Second  Surrey,  Is. ;  West  Ham,  2s. ;  Woolwich  Brothers, 
4s  •  Mr.  Blick,  5s. ;  Hearts  of  Oak,  9s. ;  South  London, 
53. '  In  my  report  last  week,  the  name  of  Mr.  Clarke  was 
inserted  as  carrying  one  of  the  collecting  boxes,  it  should 
have  been  Mr.  Gibbons  of  the  Royal  George.  The  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  at 
the  Hoxton  Brothers,  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  JN. 

S.  Malbt  (hon.  sec.) 


MALBY  TESTIMONIAL. 
1  hot  much  pleasure  in  announcing  the  receipt,  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Malby,  the  further  sums  :  The  Great 
Northern,  £1  2s. ;  Mr.  Greig,  North  London,  5s. 

C.  A.  P. 


SEA  FISHING  AT  PLYMOUTH. 

Regular  spring  weather  has  come  at  last,  and  every- 
thing in  connection  with  boating  and  fishing  is  on  the 
move.  The  amateurs  who  own  boats  of  their  own,  and 
there  are  some  hundreds  of  them,  are  getting  them  out 
from  their  sheds,  and  scraung  and  painting  them  up  ready 
for  the  coming  season,  in  fact,  all  the  yards  and  beaches 
are  beginning  to  look  lively  with  the  yachts  and  boats 
fitting  out.  All  the  regular  boats  are  ofi  to  sea.  Ihey 
have  lad  rather  a  rough  time  lately  ;  the  fisbng  has  been 
so  bal,  that  subscriptions  have  been  raised  to  provide 
funds  for  them.  The  mackerel  are  coming  on,  and  some 
fine  catches  have  been  taken  down  westward.  Pollack  have 
not  been  taking  so  well  this  week  ;  they  seem  very  erratic 
in  their  movements  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  t  here 
is  a  great  demand  for  large  prawns,  which  are  used  tor 
salmon  fishing.  They  are  preserved  in  glycerine,  and  will 
keep  for  some  time.  We  can  get  plenty  ot  them  at  certain 
times,  but  much  depends  upon  the  weather.  I  should  like 
to  know  of  a  source  from  which  I  could  get  a  regular 
supply  William  Hearder  (B.S.A.b.). 


SUSSEX  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 
The  annual  dinner  of  this  very  prosperous  and  impor- 
tant South  of  England  society  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  March  21,  in  the  Royal  Pavilion,  Brighton,  the 
Mayor  of  the  town  (Alderman  J   G.  Blaker)  presiding. 
About  sixty  members  sat  down,  but  that  number  by  no 
means  represents  the  society's  subscribers,   who  are 
scattered  far  and  wide  through  Sussex,  and  even  farther 
afield.    Last  week  we  gave  an  extended  account  of  the 
numerous  privata  waters,  which  are  many  and  good,  and 
in  convenient  positions  for  members  residing  in  the  dif- 
ferent localities.  The  repast,  served  by  Messrs.  Booth  and 
Sons,  was  par  excellence ;  whilst  the  musical  entertainment 
left  nothing  to  be  desired.    The  gentlemen  supporting  the 
Major  were  :  Councillor  Daniel,  Councillor  Buckwell, 
Mr  B   D.  Firmin,  Mr.  W.  Holland,  Mr.  C.  Gostling, 
Mr.  E.  N.  Clarke,  Mr.  H.  M.  Stevens,  and  Mr.  G.  F. 
Attree.   Dr.  E.  Snell  and  Mr.  H.  B.  Longhurst  occupied 
the  v'c-chairs.    Others  present  included  Messrs.  W. 
Goodwin,  Mascall,  J.  Napper,  H.  Hulbert,  J.  Butler,  V. 
Lindars,  R.  Friend,  F.  Hobbs,  F.  V.  Booth,  W.  Norman, 
H.  M.  Booth,  Wilkins,  C.  W.  Mellor,  A.  V.  Treacher, 
W.  F.  Booth  (hon.  secretary),  R.  Payne,  E.  A.  Booth, 
F.  Evle3,  Reason,  Isaacs,  A.  V.  Clements,  W.  F.  C. 
Gillam,  H.  Gardner,  H.W.  Stenning,  C.  R.  Dibbin.G.  A. 
Cundy,  A.  B.  Parker,  P.  K.  Tickle,  Colton,  Marten 
Barling,  A.  A.  Franklin,  C.  F.  Weston,  Glover,  F. 
Hammond,  G.  E.  Walker,  J.  S.  Port,  C.  T.  West,  G. 
Goord,  H.  A.  Perry,  &c.    Following  the  Royal  toast, 
which  anglers  never  fail  to  accept  enthusiastically,  _ 

The  Chairman  gave  "  The  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society.  ' 
He  was  in  his  best  vein.  At  the  outset  he  sought  the  help 
of  the  report,  and  quoted  the  sentence  "we  have  more 
water,  more  fish,  more  members,  and  more  money  than  at 
any  previous  period."  This  meant  that  in  the  part  they 
eitherhad  very  little  of  all  these  things  of  that  they  now  had 
so  much,  that  they  could  spare  some  of  the  money  for  the 
needy  townsmen.  There  were  plenty  of  such  people,  and 
they  had  only  to  take  the  Mayoralty  for  a  year  to  find 
them  out.  (Laughter.)  They  had  not  long  to  hung  the 
line  out  of  the  window  before  getting  a  bite.  (Renewed 
laughter.)  Returning  to  the  report,  he  congratulated 
them  upon  the  report,  and  saw  they  regarded  1890  as  a 
red-letter  year,  because  they  had  obtained  fresh 
pieces  of  water,  but  there  was  to  come,  80  he  heard, 
a   year   in   which   they   would    obtain    even  larger 


flotes  from  tte  &axty. 

March  comes  in  like  a  lion  and  goes  out  like  a  lamb. 
However,  the  lamblike  qualities  have  been  very  conspicuous 
by  their  absence.  The  characteristic  of  the  past  month 
has  been  from  start  to  finish  the  most  severe  March  expe- 
rienced during  the  past  fifteen  years. 

Asa  consequence,  the  amount  of  sport  has  been  most 
meagre  in  the  extreme.  The  phenomenal  opening  on  the 
Dee  saved  the  credit  of  the  spring  fishing,  for  little  or 
nothing  has  been  done  since.  The  fish  are  there,  however, 
and  with  a  turn  of  better  weather  all  will  be  right. 

The  fine  sporting  estate  of  Pitmedden,  belonging  to  the 
trustees  of  the  late  George  Thomson,  of  the  White  Star 
line  of  steamers,  was  a?ain  in  the  market  last  week,  when 
£13,000  was  asked  for  it,  but  it  failed  to  find  a  purchaser. 

Since  then  I  learn  that  it  has  been  bought  by  Mr. 
J  M.  J.  Scott,  on  behalf  of  a  client,  at  £12,600.  It  is 
understood  that  the  client  is  a  son  of  the  late  proprietor. 
For  trout,  both  largo  and  early,  Pitmedden  is  the  one 
placo  in  the  north  1  would  prefer  to  all  others.  An  occa- 
sional salmon  is  also  got  on  it,  and  two  anglers  on  Satur- 
day last  had  a  fine  fish  of  121b  while  searching  tor  trout. 

Mrs.  Barclay,  Cluny  Hotel,  Buckee,  died  last  week 
She  was  known  over  the  whole  north-cast  of  Scotland,  and 
managed  an  extensive  hotel,  wi  h  a  posting  and  hiring 
estal  1  shment,  for  over  half  a  century. 

Anyone  wanting  a  comfortable  home  on  Deeside,  with  a 
bit  of  burn  fishing,  rabbit  and  snipe  shooting,  a  pony  and 
trap  at  command,  and  within  a  mile  of  the  Dee,  where 
salmon  fishing  can  be  picked  up  for  either  love  or  money, 
should  communicate  with  Mr.  R.  Ironside,  Auchlossan, 
Lumphanau.  ____ 

At  the  Airdrie  Sheriff  Court,  the  other  day,  two  boys 
were  obargedwith  poaching  on  the  lands  of  Mr.  Whitclaw 
of  Wrodhall.  The  Sheriff  convicted  one  of  the  boys,  and 
fined  him  £2  or  twenty  days.  The  other  one  was  dismissed 
on  account  of  his  extreme  y>  uth. 

On  Saturday  week  a  salmon  of  ll^lb.  was  caught  at  the 
Scotch  New  Water  Fishery  on  the  Tweed,  and  when  cut 
up  a  partly  digested  herring  was  found  in  its  stomach. 
The  fishery  is  about  five  miles  from  the  sea. 


provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Birmingham  anglers  are,  I  hear,  to  pay  more  coii> 
sideration  to  the  close  time  this  year  than  in  the  past. 
Some  of  the  clubs  have  gone  so  far  as  to  have  contests, 
but  this  year  nothing  of  this  kind  will  take  ilace.    All  the 
clubs  renting  water  containing  no  trout  have  closed,  with 
one  exception  (the  Hawthorn).     The  Pershore  Avon 
Angling  Club  are  very  anxious  that   the  close  season 
should  be  observed  in  their  district.    They  have  sent  out  a 
circular  to  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  land  through  v\  hich 
the  River  Avon  flows  asking  them,  in  the  true  interests  of 
sport,  to  prohibit  fishing  or  taking  fish  by  any  means  from 
the  waters  adjacent  to  their  lands  during  the  c  03e  season. 
The  scarcity  of  trout  and  trout  fishing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Birmingham  can  be  judged  from  an  advertisement, 
which  appeared  in  the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail,  to  the 
effect  that  three  p  ols  at  Fazeley  were  about  to  be  stocked 
with  1000  lOin.  trout,  and  that  the  privilege  for  catching 
them  with  the  fly  would  be  five  guineas  per  rod.    No  fish 
under  9in.  to  be  retained.    The  two  conceits  held  at  the 
Vine  Inn,  in  aid  of  the  prize  fund  of  the  Vine  Unity  Society, 
turned  out  a  grand  success,  and  a  good  sum  will  be  banded 
over  to  the  fund.     The  Balsall  Heath  Britannia  have 
made  fifty  new  members  within  the  last  two  months. 
About  4700  travelling  cards  have  been  issued  already  to 
the  clubs  by  the  chief  secretary.    The  London  and  North- 
western Railway  Company  intend  running  several  half-day 
excursions  to  certain  stations  on  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal.    A  large  number  of  anglers  will  avail  themselves  of 
these  Saturday  afternoon  excuisions,  and  if  the  fishing  is 
anything  like,  they  will  become  very  popular. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
The  opening  of  the  angling  season  on  Derbyshire  rivers 
was  heralded  by  wild  winds  and  constant  showers,  which 
none  but  very  enthusiastic  fishermen  cared  to  brave.  For 
several  days  after  March  25  there  were,  as  a  consequence, 
but  few  anglers  seen  on  our  streams,  some  of  whom  had, 
however,  better  success  than  could  reasonably  be  expected 
under  the  unfavourable  conditions  of  the  weather. 
Improved  condiiions  have  bi  ought  numerous  anglers  to  the 
rivers,  and  some  fair  sport  for  this  early  part  of  the  season 
has  been  had.  Bottom  fishing,  trolling,  and  spinning  has 
proved  tolerably  successful,  and  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the 
Derwent,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ambergate,  some  good 
creels  have  been  made.  Ihe  Watstanwell  waters  have  also 
yielded  seveial  brace  of  fish;  and  from  the  Holme-ford 
lengths  some  decent  sized  trout  have  been  taken .  Very  little 
has  been  done  as  yet  on  the  adjoining  Maltlock  Club  waters 
between  Holmesford  and  Cromford  Bridge,  which  are 
limited  to  the  fly.  A  few  brace  of  fish,  up  to  21b.,  have 
been  killed  near  Maltlock  Bath,  and  in  the  Dale,  which 
were  in  very  fair  condition.  The  Loch  Leven  trout  are  just 
now  the  best  fish  in  these  waters,  which  seem  to  suit  them; 
The  Maltlock  Bridge  lengths  have  been  fairly  patronised 
during  the  week,  and  some  nice  fish  have  been  captured, 
both  from  the  club  and  from  the  private  waters.  Scarcely 
any  fly  fishing  has  been  done  at  present  in  this  neighbour- 
hood The  lower  Darloydale  lengths  have  yielded 
several  brace  to  bottom  fishers  and  spinners,  but  in  the 
upper  fly  lengths  little  has  been  done.  Visitors  to  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Chatsworth  waters,  between  Rowsley 
and  Boely  Bridge,  have  been  few,  but  they  met  with 
tolerable  sport.  On  the  higher  lengths  from  Beely 
Bridge  to  Chatsworth  and  Baslow,somo  good  baskets  have 
been  made  both  by  local  anglers  and  visitors.  These 
waters  are  certainly  the  best  fishing  parts  1 1  the  Derwent, 
and  as  they  are  kept  well  stocked,  and  are  strictly  looked 
after,  they  invariably  furnish  excellent  sport.  A  few 
decent  creels  have  been  made  on  the  waters  between 
Calver,  Hathereage,  and  Mytham  Bridge,  principally 
by  visitors  "from  over  the  border,"  i.e.,  South  Yorkshire, 
who  are  amongrt  the  most  skilful  and  persevering  of  the 
anglers  who  frequent  the  streams  of  the  old  Peakland.  On 
the  higher  waters  between  Sickleholme  and  Astiopton  spoi  t 
was  very  disappointing  in  the  early  part  of  the  week,  but  a 
few  fair  baskets  have  since  been  made,  chiefly  in  the 
neighbourhc  ol  of  Bamford.   From  the  smaller  streams  m 
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HYAM  &  CO.  Limited, 

TAILORS,  GENERAL  OUTFITTERS, 
HOSIERS,    HATTERS,    BOOT  MANUFACTURERS, 
TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Trunks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
Hold-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Rugs,  Straps, 

and  Umbrellas. 
A   Bplendld  Assortment 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 
Illustrated  Price  List,  with  all  particulars,  free  on 
application  to 

42  &  43,  BRIQGATE,  LEEDS. 

134  to  140,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W. 
21,  22,  23,  New  St.,  BIRMINGHAM. 
41.  Dudley  St.,  WOLVERHAM  PTON. 


1  The  very  best  artificial  Bait  ever  yet  invented." 


BROWN'S 
FISHING  TACKLE 
PRICE  LIST 
FOR  1897 
NOW  READY. 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

64,    GEORGE   ST.,  ABERDEEN, 

TELEGRAMS;  "  PHANTOM,  ABERDEEN."  ' 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BIRKBECK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEREST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand. 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 
drawn  below  £100. 

STOCKS,  SHARES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur- 
chased and  sold.   

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift,  the  Bank 
receives  small  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1 

The  Birkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars 
post  free.      Francis  Bavbnsorqft,  Manager 


GI8HUR8  TIISTE 

For  Dry  Feet  &  Boot  Comfort. 
Is  much  used  by  Sportsmen,  Shore  Waders, 

Farmers,  Gardeners,  and  Ladies. 
Sold  by  Nurserymen  and  Oilmen,  with  testi- 
monials and  directions  for  use.    In  boxeB,  6d 
and  Is.  each.    Wholesale  by 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co..  Limited.  London. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 
POCKET  CUTLERY. 

Alpine  Ice  Axes,  Skates,  and  line 
Steel  work  generally. 

ANGLERS'  SUNDRIES. 

19"  FAMOUS  EAZOES. 

HILL   <&  SON, 

4,  HAYMABKET,  S.W. 

Lists  Free. 


JAMES  wmo-h:t, 

SPEOUSTON,  KELSO. 


JJIGHEST  Awards  of  all  for  Salmon  Flies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Set3  of  dozen  or  half-doz.  of 
the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any  river. 
Special  or  local  patterns  copied. 


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 

BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 

FOB  ALL 

Bilious  and  Nervons  Disorders, 

BUOH  AS 

Sick  Headache, 


For  30  Years  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  pure 
Silk  Lines. 

These  lines  are  the  Best,  CHEAPEST  and 
STRONGEST  in  the  market.  ' 
Price  per  lOO  yards. 

No.  1.  Roach           1/8  will  lift  dead  weight  of  51b 

No.  2.  Barbel   2/2         „  71h 

No.  3.  Light  Pike...  3/- 

No.  4.  Strong  Pike  4/-  „ 

No.  5.  Salmon         4/10  „' 

Send  directed  envelope  for  samples 

yourselves.   The  trade  supplied. 

THEAKER,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  NOTTINGHAM 


131b, 
191b. 
2Clb. 
and  test  for 


D£  £°T    REMOVE    THIS    COUPON    FROM   TEE  PAPEE 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHINQ  GAZETTE^  haye  insured  every  Purchaser  or  Holder 

^eilal  Accide»t    Assurance    Corporation,  Limited, 

'      ^oYtOX^^^ltT^  L°a%?'  Ea  (B^teVed  Office,  Perth),  to  whom 
notice  or  Ulaims  under  the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days 

"FISHING  GAZETTE"  OK/> 

<£1UU  INSURANCE  COUPON.  £50 
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Capital    -    -    £100,000.  F.  NORIE  MILLER,  Manager  and  Secretary 

propeny^Sfrd^anSf  °E  °Mied  by  Ho"e3  "  '»  Stree*  to  the  persons  o, 

CorpSYr^  at  rat3a  ***        P»  «"»*  The  Bonds  of  the 

Burglary  assurance.-AU  Ho  iseholdera  should  covjr  thH  risk    rramt™  ir^„„=  .  „  

Towa  Residences l,  5*.  pSr  £100.  Oiabined  FirJ  and  Burglary  Folic  es  Premium  T?  (£"5?  &  TP8r  £1°°  ; 
All  loss  is  covered  up  to  the  araouit  of  the  Ins  name  without  reference «f  fi^P  In9"an0e; 
6116  h0UJe-     ^»P«f»«»  ^d  lull  palmare  of  all  Department,  "n  a^cXn^above  Officii  °f 


Constipation, 

Weak  Stomach, 
Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and  Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE: 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  9|d.,  1/1  J,  and  2/9  each,  with 
full  direotiona.  The  1/1  £  box  contains 
56  pills. 


LUIGI  ASTOLFI,  Bologne,  Italy. 

TTrlE  oldest  Breeder  and  Shipper  of 
A  GOLD  FISHES,  Toads,  Tortoises, 
Green  Progs,  Crayfish,  Crabs,  and  other 
aquarium  animals ;  supplies  further  the 
requisite  food  for  same. 

Price  List  on  application. 

OVA,  FRY,  YEARLINGS,  AND 
TWO-YEAR-OLDS, 

Of  S.  Fario,  S.  Levenensis,  S.  Fontinalis, 
Eainbows,  and  Grayling 


Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor — 

THOMAS  BEECHAM, 

ST.  HELEN'S  LANCASHIRE. 

Beecham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacious— Economical. 
Cleanses  the  Teeth— Perfumes  the 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from  tb* 
Proprietor,  for  1/-  post  paid. 


Apply — 

Messrs.  ANDREWS, 

Surrey  Trout  Farm, 

CRITCHMERE,  HASLEMERE. 

N.B.  —  Established  by  the  late  Thos. 
Andbews,  of  Guildford. 


S^COTTD  ISSUE. 

A  DELIGHTFUL  BOOK  AS  A  PRESENT 

FOR  LOVERS  OF  GARDENS  CONTAINING   SWEET-SMELLING  PLANTS. 

ENTITLED  : 

Sweet  Scented  Flowers  and  Fragrant  Leaves. 

orS*  J01™?6'  C0™prisinS  noarly  300  P»8»8.  a"  about  plants  with  scented  flowers 
U, ,       f '     f  T  T      *  .manner  easily  understood  by  the  veriest  amateur.  It 
alb0  0f  gr?a*  value  to  a11,  wh°  understand  plants,  as  it  includes  a  terse  description 
or  almost  every  known  species  bearing  these  attractive  features. 

By  DONALD  M'DONALD,  Associate  of  the  Royal  Horticultural  Society. 
WITH  AN  INTRODUCTION 
By  WILLIAM    ROBINSON,    Esq.,   Author  of  "The  English  Flower 
Garden,"  "  The  Wild  Garden,"  &c,  &c. 

Illustrated  with  Sixteen  Beautifully  Coloured  Plates  of  Flowers. 

Published  by  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  CO.,  Limited,  St.  Dnnstan's  House 

Fetter  lane,  E.C. 
prlce  3s.  G<SL.,  Fost  Pree. 

Her  Majesty  the  Queen  has  graciously  accepted  a  copy  of  this  hook 
"A  volume  whose  title,  authorship,  and  credentials  sufficiently  recommend  IV-The  Timet. 


Wm.  BLACKLAWS  &  Son, 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Eod 
and  Tackle  Makers, 

KINCARDINE   O'NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Flies  for 
British  Columbia  a  Speciality. 


H.  J.  TIBBATTS, 

Late  of  Ih ;  "  Citizen, ' '  Hound  sditch,  and  the 

"Three  Compasses,"  Cow  Cross-st. 
JJAS  the  pleasure  to  inform  his  friends 
and  brother  anglers  that  hehasbonght 
the  "  SESSIONS  HOUSE  HOTEL," 
corner  of  Clerkenwell  Road  and  Clerknu- 
well  Green,  and  hopes  to  take  possession 
very  shortly.   

Due  notice  of  the  exact  dale  will  be  given. 


EIGHTY-THREE  SALMON 

Were  taken  last  season  on  one  of  our  SPECIAL  SINGLE  GUT  CASTS 

OGDEN  <&,  SCOTFORD, 

19,  LEICESTER   SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. 

And  CHELTENHAM. 

CATALOGUE  GRATIS. 
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this  locality,  namely,  the  Nowc  and  the  Castleton  Brook,  a 
few  brace  of  nice  fish  have  been  taken — small  in  size,  as 
they  are  in  these  mountain  rivulets,  but  of  excellent  flavoar. 
The  favourite  Rows'ey  and  Bakewell  lengths  of  the  Wye 
were  only  opened  on  April  L  Soma  of  the  uppr 
lengths  in  Millersdale  opened  earlier,  and  several  visitors 
have  during  the  week  met  with  good  sr.  oft.  On  the  whole 
the  opening  of  the  angling  season  ia  Derbyshire  has, 
notwithstanding  indifferent  weather,  been  fairly  satis- 
factory, and  future  prospects  are  good.  Fish  are  plentiful 
in  most  of  the  streams— favourable  weather,  only,  is 
needed. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  liierHull  and  tributaries  are  in  fair  condition  for 
fly  or  minnow,  but  the  weather  ha?  been  boisterous duriug 
the  past  week.  A  few  brace  of  fish  were  taken  in  the  top 
itretches.  The  two  best,  of  lib.  4£oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  W. 
Gamble,  near  Brigham,  and  one  of  lib.  lOoz. ,  taken  at 
Aike  beck  end.  The  bottom  fishers  are  doing  fairly  well 
among  flounders.  Judging  from  ti  e  fixtures  already 
arranged  for  Easter,  the  Hull  societies  include  eighteen 
clubs,  who  will  fi;h  their  matches  on  it  in  various  places. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society,  it  was  resolved  to  limit  the  size  of  trout  in  the 
Hull  to  lOin.  It  was  also  resolved  "  that  no  pike  be  taken 
with  a  scale  fish  bait  during  the  fence  season,  which  was 
permitted  by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  and  membets 
restricted  to  spinning  artificial  baits.  It  was  also  further 
received  to  wiite  to  the  Fishery  Board  relative  to  certain 
I  ersons  indiscriminately  netting  freshwater  fish  in  the  river 
Hull  and  its  tributaries,  and  obtain  their  views  thereon. 
On  March  25,  the  West  Hull  Angling  Society  held  a 
success  ul  smoking  concert,  the  president,  Mr.  Herbeit 
Needier,  occupying  the  chair.  The  annual  toirec  and  ball 
of  the  County  Angling  Society  on  Friday  last  was  an 
enthuriastk-  affair,  and  reflected  great  credit  on  the 
President  (Mr.  E.  Wharram)  and  his  staff  of  officers. 
Ou  March  26,  HullFish  Merchants  Protection  Association, 
Limited,  presented  Mr.  Alfred  Spriugwith  a  gold  cigar 
case,  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services.  The  Board  of 
Trade's  returns  of  the  value  of  the  Sea  Fisheries,  shows 
Hull  to  be  second  on  the  list  as  a  fishing  port  for  last 
year,  the  value  of  the  fish  lauded  at  the  port  being 
£72!>,242. 

FROM  THE  L*  KE  DISTRICT. 

The  e  osing  days  ct  March  have  been  vei  y  rough,  and 
fiuished  its  course  with  rain,  frost,  and  snow.  At  the  time 
ot  writing  the  mo;nbaiu3are  thick  with  snow  from  summit 
to  base,  and  tie  weather  is  bitterly  cold.  There  has 
been  sufficient  rain  to  keep  rivers  "  flowing  "  for  some  time 
to  come,  and  a  glimpse  of  the  suu,  to  awakeu  insect  life,  is 
anxiously  awaited.  A  few  hardy  enthusiasts  continue  to 
turn  out,  but  their  name  13  not  legion,  and  reports  from 
e  of  our  centres  are  almoit  nil.  '  Worming"  and 
minnow  tishingare  the  most  successful.  There  are  scarcely 
at  y  natural  flies  to  be  seen  on  the  watar,  and  fly-f  shers 
will  have  to  "  bide  a  wee  "for  their  hatching  out.  Wo 
are  to  ry  to  learn  that  trouble  is  looming  in  the  distance 
as  to  the  right  of  the  public  to  fish  one  of  the  best  pieces 
of  the  Kent— the  "  Wastp,"  a  few  miles  below  Kendal. 
Many  years  ago  an  attempt  was  made  to  close  tiis 
f  .vouiito  spot,  but  the  attempt  then  failed,  audit  is  to  be 
hoped  seme  arrangement  may  te  come  to  without  recourse 
to  law,  with  its  consequent  friction  and  cost,  by  which 
the  privileges  so  long  enjoyed  by  anglers  may  be  continued. 
Prospacts  ior  the  season  are  everywhere  in  the  district 
spoken  of  as  satisfactory,  £0  far  as  the  number  of  fish  is 
onc?rned,  and  a  few  good  specimen  trout  have  already 
be  n  trken. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  Howebridge  Society  finished  up  their  seatou  in  gcod 
s'  yle  by  fi.-hing  a  match  in  their  own  waters-,  but  returning 
all  fish  caught.  After  deciding  the  owneisbip  of  some 
eight  or  ten  prizes,  the  evening  was  filled  up  with  a  good 
feed,  a  geol  drink  of  honest  ale,  and  a  gocd  harmony  pro- 
gramme, fifteen  fished  one  h;ur  and  caught  224  nsh, 
mostly  email  ones.  The  Brock  has  received  1000  fine 
■>  exiling  rainbow  trout  from  tte  Wyresdale  Fishery.  The 
latest  addition  to  the  Livedo  >1  clubs,  the  Nelson, 
is  repo.t-.d  progresjing  favourably,  this  city  does  not 
appear  to  be  very  strong  in  angling  societies  A 
perusal  of  the  rew  caid,  issued  for  travelling  purposes 
by  th9  Northern  Anglers'  Association,  is  a  well  got  up 
production,  and  every  year  growing  in  size.  What  it  will 
get  to  is  a  conundrum.  Manchester,  Bolton,  Fam 
worth,  Mcses  Gate,  Walkden,  Ashton,  Staleybridge, 
Oldham.  Wigan,  Blackburn,  Rishton,  Daisjfield,  Liver- 
pool, Hiodley,  Pemberton,  Gathurst,  Atherton,  Preston, 
Church,  Darwen,  Patricrott,  Ellen  brook,  Tyldesley, 
ai  d  Warrington,  are  all  liberally  catered  for,  and 
have  plenty  of  concessions.  The  only  town  of  import 
ance  apparently  neglected  is  St.  Heltns.  Why  this 
should  be  U  surprising,  for  no  better  friends  to 
angling  or  better  sportsmen  could  be  found.  Some- 
one is  to  blame,  and  it  is  rate  to  blame  the  railway 
c  >mpan:es  ;  they  can  stand  it.  But  all  the_  same,  this 
steto  of  things  must  be  altered,  and  that  quickly.  ^  The 
Oldbam  and  district  anglers  are  looking  forward  to  Easter 
t  i  renew  their  acquaintance  with  their  old  Welsh  resorts. 
Several  important  meetings  are  arranged  to  be  held  in  this 
town,  unfortunately  now  suffering  by  a  strike,  in  which 
m.ny  fishermen  are  concerned.  Couuty  reports  are  not 
exciting,  trout  not  yet  being  caught  in  good  condition, 
al' hough  the  weather  is  much  improved. 


weather.  Shower3  of  snow  and  rain  have  fallen,  and, 
under  such  c  .nditions,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  the  fish 
less  active.  Most  of  the  streams,  however,  ara  in  good 
trim,  and  should  we  be  favoured  with  a  spell  of  warmer 
weather,  trout  angling  would  undoubtedly  prove  re- 
munerative. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  city  anglers  appear  to  be  go'ng  strong  on  lectures 
just  at  p resent.  On  the  25th,  Mr.  F.  Bibby  delivered  his 
popular  discourse  on  the  Wyre,  to  the  Derby  Society  and 
tbeir  friends  at  headquarters,  Mr.  W.  Johnson  assisting 
with  the  lantern.  The  lecture  to  the  Buckland  anglers  by 
Mr.  A.  C.  de  Boiuville  on  the  31st  suffered,  by  the  brief 
notice  given  to  the  public,  in  the  matter  of  attendance, 
but  those  present  were  amply  rewarded  with  a  good  lecture 
aud  a  good  lantern  show  by  Mr.  F.  Bibby.  The  lecture 
fever  las  spread  to  Openshaw,  the  locals  in  that  densely 
populated  district  being  anxious  to  run  a  first-class  lecture. 
The  Worsley  Canal  fishery  tickets  are  announcjd  as  ready 
for  if  sue,  and  club3  desirous  of  having  some  on  sale,  or 
friends  willing  to  assist  in  the  sale  of  same,  are  asked  to 
com djul bate  with  the  secretary.  Several  of  our  local 
clubs  are  only  just  completing  their  stocking  arrangements, 
and  others  are  afraid  t'  e  warm  weather  will  be  here  before 
tle'r  fsh  arrive.  Some  nice  little  jack  have  been  seen  in 
Manchester  duriug  the  past  few  days  very  suitable  for 
stocking.  Tackle  dealers  report  a  good  demand  for  tackle 
of  every  description.  This  surely  indicates  contempl  it  ion 
of,  if  not  actual,  fishing. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
Very  little  fishing  is  being  had  now  in  this  district.  A 
few  roach  are  being  caught  at  Brundall,  on  the  Yare,  and 
perch  are  feeding  well  at  Salhouse,  on  the  Bure.  Mr.  W. 
Miles,  of  Birmingham,  had  some  good  catches  at  the  end 
of  last  week.-  The  event  of  the  week  was  the  annual  fish 
supper  of  the  Norwich  Angling  Club,  held  on  Tcesday 
evening  at  the  Bell  Hotel.  The  president,  Mr.  S.  F. 
Hoisitt,  took  the  chair,  and  the  vice-president,  Mr.  G. 
Cubitt,  faced  bim  at  the  opposita  end  of  the  table.  A 
large  number  of  members  and  their  friends,  among  whem 
were  Messrs.  G.  C.  Davi  s,  H.  R.  Everitt,  J.  B.  Pearce, 
C.  J.  Greene,  Dr.  Matthews,  Dr.  Offord,  Messrs. 
C.  S.  Beck,  H.  Mower,  J.  Boswell,  J.  H.  Dakm, 
J.  F.  Mackley,  A.  J.  Rudd,  W.  Burrage,  J.  Le 
Strange,  R.  G.  Smith,  T.  Smith,  H.  R.  Dowi  es, 
and  F.  Dimmock,  sat  down  to  a  well  served  repast.  The 
menu  was  the  work  and  gift  of  the  genial  pre-ident,  and 
was  a  beautiful  pi;ce  of  drawing  aud  colouring.  The 
frontispiece  was  a  picture  "  beneaih  the  water"  aud  re- 
presented a  group  of  sticklebacks  and  nest,  under  the 
shade  of  a  water  lily,  the  colouring  leing  of  peacock  blue 
and  gold,  on  a  cream  paper.  On  the  reverse  is  represen- 
ted Norfo'k  wherry  lying  in  Acle  Dyke,  a  faithful  and 
masterly  piece  of  di  awing ;  inside  the  fold  was  display  el  on 
the  one  side  the  menu,  and  on  the  other,  the  song  ard 
toast  list.  The  toasts  ware  few,  but  the  musical  pro- 
gramme was  an  excellent  one,  and  wa3  ably  carried  out  by 
the  Cathedral  Glee  party  and  other  gentlemen,  the  whole 
evening  being  of  quite  a  concert-like  character. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  Trent  was  just  running  into  condition  for  a  turn 
amongst  the  salmon,  when  heavy  rains  again  descended 
and  brought  on  a  rise  of  a  substantial  character.  At  the 
tim9  of  writing  the  high  waters  were  passing  away,  though 
the  weather  was  very  unsettled,  with  a  piercing  wind 
blowing  from  the  north-east.  Scarcely  had  the  ordinary 
season  closed  than  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association 
set  about  celebrating  their  annual  dinner  at  headquarters, 
on  Smithy  Row,  off  the  great  market  place.  The. dinner 
took  plaea  on  March  25,  when  an  illuminated  address, 
with  a  watch,  was  presented  to  Mr.  J.  Truman,  the  chair- 
man of  the  society.  The  presentation  was  mi  da  on 
behalf  of  the  marnbers  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Kirkly.  The 
Chairman  for  the  evening  (Mr.  John  Severn)  proposed  the 
principal  teast,  "  Success  to  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
Angling  Association,"  and  said  he  rogaided  it  as  a  gr»at 
honour  to  have  been  invited  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession 
to  preside  over  the  annual  dinner.  Mr.  W.  Benson  replied, 
and  commented  favourably  upon  the  methods  adrpted 
by  the  membeis  to  promote  trie  success  cf  the  society, 
He  was  followed  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  D.  S.  Garner,  who 
stated  that  notwithstanding  the  heavy  calls  made  upon  tha 
Society's  resources  during  the  year,  they  had  a  good 
balance  in  baud.  He  read  the  various  repoits  relating  to 
toe  competitions  held,  and  then  Mr.  W.  Benson  proceeded 
to  present  the  prizes,  those  entitled  to  them  being  Messrs. 
Griffiths,  Spsed,  Foul  Is,  Potter,  Truman,  and  Bennett. 
A  number  of  prizes  was  announced  for  the  forthcoming 
season.  Lord  Henry  Bentinck,  M.P.,  the  president  of  the 
society,  would  have  prerided  over  the  dinner,  had  not 
pressing  parliamentary  duties  detained  him  in  London.  On 
Saturday  tha  Fishery  Board's  Officer  dragged  out  of 
tha  stream  above  Trent  Bridge  thirteen  night  lines. 
Salmon  have  again  been  seen  at  Wilford,  so  that  it  is  clear 
that  fish  are  on  tha  run. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  is  very  little  t>  record  in  the  way  of  sport  i  i  the 
Sheffield  district  during  the  last  week,  the  weal  liar  ha  ving 
been  too  variable  ;  whilst  during  the  last  three  days  the 
cold  has  been  almost  wintry  in  its  severity.  A  fVw  rods 
were  on  the  Sheaf  at  Beauchief  and  Totley,  with  poor 
sport.'  During  the  latter  end  of  last  week  Mr.  Shaw, 
Sheffield,  did  very  well  in  the  Sheaf  at  Totley,  one  day 
taking  four  brace  of  trout.  A  few  trout  have  been  caught 
in  the  same  stream  near  Millhx  uses,  with  worms.  The 
Perwent  has  not  opened  the  season  in  a  promising  fashion, 
but  belter  sport  is  l  ooked  for,  seeing  that  the  river  con- 
tains plenty  of  trout.  The  officials  of  the  Sheffield  Trout 
Angltrs*  Association  are  doiott  everything  in  their  power 
to  promote  the  intereiti  of  their  members.  A  largo 
quantity  of  trout  we v J  tu; ii' d  into  the  association  waters 


in  the  river  Amber  at  Wingfield.  Very  little  fishing  has 
been  allowed  in  this  stretch  of  the  river,  the  association 
preferring  to  give  the  water  a  good  rest  in  the  early 
portion  of  the  season. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
The  members  of  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling  Asso- 
ciation held  their  annual  general  meeting  at  the  Mayor's 
Court,  Shrewsbury  on  Thursday  in  the  present  week, 
under  tha  presidency  of  G.  Butler  Lloyd,  Esq.  A  lengthy 
report  from  the  committee  was  read  by  the  secretary, 
Mr.  J.  Williams,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  state- 
ments made  therein  as  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
association  were  unsatisfactory.  Owing  to  the  heavy 
expense  of  maintaining  bailiffs  to  protect  the  many  miles  of 
watar  leased  to  the  association  by  the  riparian  owner*, 
the  balance "•' sheet!  showed  a  deficit  of  about  £71;  and 
tha  necessity  of  taking  steps  to  at  one)  vripo  off 
this  debt  was  stronriy  urged  upon  the  members.  _  The 
chairman  made  refererca  to  the  serious  increase  of  pike  in 
the  neighbeurhoodof  Shrewsbury,  and  a  bngtby  discussion 
ensued  as  to  the  best  means  of  reducing  their  numbers. 
Mr.  J.  Williams  was  uuanimoualy  re-elected  secretary, 
and,  in  returning  thanks,  he  expressed  a  hope  tt at  the 
members  would  help  him  to  place  the  association  in  a  mora 
satisfactory  financial  position. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  water  was  in  splendid  "  nick  "  at  end  of  last  week, 
and  some  capital  takes  of  trout  were  had  in  the  brooks 
and  rivers  with  the  worm  and  fly.  One  angler  had  a 
few  brace  of  very  fine  fish  from  the  Teme,  near  the 
Admiral  Beubow  Inn,  from  the  landlord  of  which  (John 
Bowers)  free  fishing  can  be  had.  February  Red,  March 
Brown,  and  Blue  Dun  were  the  flies  used.  And  another, 
fishing  a  little  lower  down  the  river,  had  equally  good 
sport  with  the  tail  end  of  the  lobworm.  Brook  fishing 
with  the  latter  bait  and  with  the  artificial  minnow  was  very 
successful  in leed.  All  this  good  sport  has  been  stopp?d 
by  another  heavy  rise  in  the  rivers  and  streams  ;  the  water 
is  very  high  and  discoloured,  and  it  will  be  some  days 
before  the  rivers  will  be  fishable  again.  Thi3  heavy  water 
has  much  interfered  with  the  suc;ess  of  the  salmon  fish- 
ing. The  nets  have  tak?n  very  few  fish,  and  the  prica  has 
risen  0d.  par  lb. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT.  . 

Trout  angling  may  now  be  considered  to  be  in  progress 
on  most  rivers,  but  at  present  there  is  very  little  to  report. 
Not  only  are  trout  plentiful,  but  also  well  forward,  and 
wi'h  more  settled  conditions  of  weather  the  fly  fishing 
clubs  may  be  expected  to  give  a  good  account  of  their 
doings  in  the  well-stocked  waters  under  their  supervision. 
The  Swale,  the  Yore,  and  the  Wharfe,  ara  first-class  trout 
streams,  and  tickets  to  fish  cn  some  of  the  lest  lengths  of 
theso  rivers,  are  obtainable  on  accommodating  terms.  An 
Easter  excursicn  to  any  cue  of  the  favourite  haunts,  should 
prove  most  enjoyable.  Good  starting  points  are  Ilkley, 
through  Leeds,  for  the  Whaife  ;  Ripou,  for  the  Yore  ; 
and  Skipton,  or  BLhmond,  for  the  Swale.  The  following 
casts  will  be  found  satisfactory  ;  (1)  March  Brown,  Span- 
ish Needle,  Little  Early,  and  Dark  Bloa;  (2)  Partridge 
aud  Yellow,  Dotterel  and  Yellow,  Dark  Watchet  and 
Spider  Fly  (sand  gnat).  Another  tempting  cast  cmsists  of 
the  Water  Hen  and  Yellow,  Dark  Snipa  and  Purple, 
Orange  Partridge,  and  Snipe  Bloa. 


LOCH  EYE. 
The  ratne  of  Loch  Eye  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  e  f  the 
sporting  Guide  Books,  but  although  it  has  been  thus 
ignored  in  the  past,  it  will  probably  in  the  future  receive 
the  attention  it  deserves.  It  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water 
of  a  somewhat  rectangular  form,  measuring  about  two 
miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  si  uated  within  a 
short  distance  to  the  east  of  Fearn  Station,  Ross-shire. 
Its  feeders  are  the  Garrxk  Burn,  and  another^  small 
ttraam  which  flows  into  it  from  the  east.  The  former 
rises  in  mossy  landl  and  after  a  course  of  four  miles  or  so, 
principally  through  moorlands,  itfal's  ir  to  Loch  Eye  on 
the  north.  Its  outlet  meane'ers  through  arable  land  for 
five  or  six  miles  and  falls  into  the  Cromarty  Firth.  The 
east  end  bottom  of  the  loch  is  sandy  and  the  west  end 
muddy.  Its  banks  are  owned  by  several  proprietors  whose 
lands  c  nverge  upon  it.  A  short  time  ago  a  public  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Royal  Hotel,  Tain,  with  the  view  of 
starting  an  Angling  Society.  It  was  convened  by  Mr. 
Roderick  Finlayson,  one  of  the  most  noted  native  anglers 
of  Ross-shiie.  There  was  a  large  attendance,  including 
proprietors  of  lands  surrounding  Loch  Eye.  Capt.  D. 
Munro  of  Allan  presided,  and  on  his  suggestion  the 
metting  uuauimously  resolved  to  form  itself  into  a  society 
to  be  called  "The  Easter  Ross  Angling  Association." 
Capt.  Munro  was  elected  president,  Sheriff  Mackenzie 
vice  president,  and  Messrs.  W.  T.  MacTavish  (solicitor) 
and  John  MacKenzie  (accountant),  joint  sec  ret  a  i  s.  A 
proposal  to  acquire  the  angling  of  Loch  Eye  was  discussed. 
It  was  shown  that  the  association  would  stock  the  lo<h 
with  trout  free  of  charge  provided-  they  got  a  leasa  of  from 
twenty  to  thiity  years  at  a  nonimal  rent.  Mr.  James 
MacNiooI  of  Highlield,  a  widely  known  pisciculturist,  was 
j  resent  and  gavo  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  stocking  of 
Loch  F^e  would  be  a  highly  profitable  investment  provided 
the  wat  r  was  suitable.  The  chairman  aho  lead  a  letter 
from  the.  Howittoun  Fishery  Company,  Stirling,  in  which 
these  experts  stated  that  the  conditions  attendant  on  t lie 
loch  appeared  to  be  favourable  to  the  growth,  production, 
and"  prosperity  of  fish.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  all  the 
proprit  tors  present  who  have  an  interest  in  Loch  Eyo  were 
quite  willing  to  grant  the  proposed  leate,  but  as  the  whole 
wore  not  present  the  secretaries  were  instructed  to  put  the 
proposals  of  the  Association  in  writing,  and  to  convene  a 
special  meeting  at  an  early  dato,  whon  no  doubt  the  matter 
will  be  amicibly  settled,  B. 
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[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents."] 

CRIMSON-BODIED  MARCH  BROWNS. 

Dear  Mr.  Marston, — I  enclose  for  your  inspection,  a 
small  b  >s  containing  the  bodies  of  two  March  Browns, 
which  I  found  within  the  stomachs  of  two  different  fish, 
sent  to  me  from  Wales  yesterday. 

I  wish  you  to  note  that  one  is  perfectly  crimson,  as 
were  all  the  flies  in  the  same  stomach,  and  when  placed 
under  the  microscope,  and  the  thinest  part  examined,  it 
appeared  exactly  as  if  stained  with  eosin  dye,  with  which 
so  many  pathological  sections  are  dyed.  I  make  it  an  in- 
variable rule  to  examine  the  contents  of  the  stomach  of 
some  of  the  fish  I  catch  in  the  day,  but  never  before  have 
I  come  across  such  a  marked  peculiarity.  The  fish  came 
from  the  Elwy,  and  knowing  the  stream  very  well,  and 
know  it  to  ba  overhung  with  alder  trees,  these  will  be 
budding  now  and  the  buds  falling  into  the  stream,  might 
be  taken,  and  being,  if  I  remember  rightly,  pink,  they 
would  stain. 

If  you  can  throw  any  light  on  it,  or  any  of  your  corre- 
spondents, or  readers,  I  shall  be  pleased. 

The  other  body  of  March  Brown  enclosed,  is  intended 
to  draw  your  at  ention  to  the  decided  yellowish  tinge,  so 
much  more  so  than  one  finds  in  the  dressing  of  March 
Browns  so  frequently  sold,  this  being  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  dresser  dresses  the  fly  from  wi'itten  description,  or 
from  recollection  of  what  he  thought  the  colour  was  like 
when  he  last  saw  it. 

I  have  been  trying  for  some  time  to  find  a  fluid  in  which 
flies  could  be  preserved,  and  still  to  retain  their  colour,  so 
that  they  might  be  mounted  in  small  cslls,  and  be  kept 
close  at  hand,  and  permanently  for  examination,  but  so  far 
I  have  not  succeeded,  as  they  change  colour,  and  lose 
tints  which  are  natural  to  them. 

My  further  examination  of  the  contents  of  the  two  trout 
resulted  in  finding  a  great  number  of  March  Browns, 
whole — in  segments ;  also  one  February  Red.  one  Red 
Spinner,  and  one  Blue  Dan.  The  rest  consisted  of  debris. 
with  two  or  three  caddie  cases — whole  and  unbroken. 

If  you  think  this  will  interest  your  correspondents  and 
readers  I  should  wish  you  to  make  use  of  it. — Yours  truly, 

Grassendale.  Richard  Humphreys. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Humphreys  for  his  in- 
teresting communication  from  personal  observation — 
always  valuable.  We  cannot  account  for  the  distinctly 
crimson  stain  from  the  body  of  the  fly. — Ed.] 

THE  SWANS  ON  THE  THAMES. 

Sir, — Seeing  that  the  more  or  less  ancient  city  guilds, 
or  "  companies,"  were  founded  by  the  wealthy  and 
benevolent  members  of  each  "guild"  in  the  special 
interest  of,  and  the  fostering  of,  the  different  trades  in  the 
especial  interests  of  the  poorer,  working,  and  sick 
members,  neither  of  the  city  companies  interested  in  the 
far  too  numerous  swans  would  suffer  in  dignity  by  agreeing 
to  a  modification  of  the  number.  Nay,  such  companies 
would,  in  this  gracious  year,  certainly  rise  in  the  estima- 
tion of  all  good  men  by  doing  ever  so  little  for  the  Thames 
fish  for  the  sport  of  the  toilers  and  moilers  of  this  vast 
province  called  London.  Everybody  is  doing  something. 
Let  the  companies,  in  respect  of  their  spawn-eating  swans, 
follow  suit !  —  Rusticus. 

THE  DEVERON. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  communications  in  the  F .  G.  as 
to  the  number  of  fish  in  the  upper  sections  of  theDeveron, 
I  may  s  ate  a  few  facts  in  confirmation  of  what  I  said. 
My  information  was  received  from  gentlemen  who  are  in 
a  practictl  manner  brought  inclose  contact  with  the 
Deveron  salmon  fishings  all  the  year  round,  men  of  skill 
and  experience,  and  thtt  during  September  and  October 
there  was  a  good  average  of  fish  in  the  spawning 
beds  on  the  upper  waters,  they  have  absolute 
knowledge.  Later  on  fish  could  not  get  up,  but 
up  till  almost  the  close  of  October  fish  passed  freely 
and  abundantly  to  the  sections  above  Huntly.  In  further 
corroboration  of  the  statement,  I  may  quote  what  the 
Banffshire  Journal,  which  is  always  well  informed  on  the 
subject,  said  a  month  ago,  at  the  opening  of  the  season, 
namely,  that  "the  continual  floods  in  September  and 
October  enabled  a  larger  number  of  fish  than  usual  to 
reach  the  upper  waters  where  they  were  to  be  teen  in 
large  numbers.  Lower  d  >wn  the  river  there  was  a  slight 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  fish  compared  with  former 
years."  My  report  was  based  on  the  best  information 
available,  and  it  is  curious  to  find  it  corroborated  in  the 
Journal.  I  may  add  that,  knowing  the  character  for 
authority  and  authenticity  of  reports  on  this  subject  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette,  any  information  I  may  have  of  my  own 
knowledge  I  always  seek  to  have  confirmed  or  expanded 
from  the  best  available  sources  of  information. — Yours, 
&c,  .  H,  W. 

THE  AUTOMATIC  REEL. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  "  Doubtful "  on 
the  subject  of  the  Automatic  reel,  I  would  strongly  advise 
him  to  get  one.  I  have  used  mine  since  they  were  intro- 
duced into  England  about  thr^e  or  four  years  ago,  and,  I 
can  only  say  that  I  should  not  like  to  go  back  to  the  old 
style  of  winch,  in  fact,  as  I  have  written  before,  I  think 
there  is  as  much  difference  in  favour  of  the  *'  Automatic," 
as  the  breech  loading  gun  possesses  over  the  old  muzzle 
loader.  The  instructions  sent  with  the  reel  are  quite 
sufficient  to  tea;h  "  Doubtful  "  how  to  use  it,  but  at  first 
he  will  find,  as  I  did,  that  he  is  apt  unintentionally  to 
touch  the  brake,  and  that  his  flies  will  suddenly  disappear 
to  the  ond  of  his  rod.  After  a  little  practice  he  will  I  feel 
sure'  thoroughly  appreciate  it.    Mine  has  only  once  had 


to  be  repaired  owing  to  an  accidental  fall  on  a  stone  floor. 
The  largest  fish  that  I  have  caught  with  it  weighed  ljlb., 
but  trout  run  small  in  Devonshire,  and  my  "  Automatic  " 
is  only  trout  size.  I  see  no  reason  why  the  larger  size 
should  not  do  equally  well  for  loch  fishing.  In  the  event 
of  a  heavy  fish  the  angler  can  always  help  the  reel  by 
stripping  the_  rod;  and  the  line  is  carefully  wound  up 
instead  of  ljing  in  loose  coils  upon  the  ground.  If 
"Doubtful"  cares  for  any  further  information  on  this 
subject,  if  you  will  kindly  supply  him  with  my  address,  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  reply  to  his  questions. —  Yours  truly, 
Bidsford.  _______  S  in  karri. 

FISHING  AT  HOLY  ISLAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you,  or  any  of  your  numerous  readers, 
kindly  tell  me  what  sort  of  sea  fishing  may  be  expected 
during  the  month  of  August  at  Holy  Island  (off  the 
Northumberland  coast)  ?  Also,  what  kind  of  tackle  would 
be  most  suitable  ? — Yours  truly,  J.  C.  D. 

THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION  SOCIETY. 
Retirement  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Brougham,  the 
Secretary. 

Sir, — Being  the  oldest  member  of  the  Society,  and  for 
many  years  on  the  committee ;  I  know  that  Mr.  Brougham 
worked  hard  to  increase  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  Thames, 
so  much  so  that  in  the  year  1870  I  was  requested  by  the 
committee  to  solicit  contributions  for  a  testimonial  to  that 
gentleman.  This  was  no  easy  task,  as  there  were  300  sub- 
scribers to  correspond  with ;  the  result  was  the  sum  of 
£204  10s.  At  the  same  time,  his  salary  was  increased  to 
£100  per  annum.  This  was  when  the  society  was  flourish- 
ing. We  had  as  presidents  Messrs.  W.  Maxwell  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Spreekley.  The  lat'er  purchased  some  land- 
locked salmon,  which  were  placed  in  the  small  stream 
close  to  Sunbury  lock.  When  I  last  saw  them  they  were 
about  the  size  of  large  dace.  When  the  committee  had 
the  water  netted  next  year,  the  only  fish  caught  were 
two  small  jack,  which  some  evil-minded  person  must 
have  thrown  in,  as  Mr.  Alderman  Nuthall  remarked  to 
me,  the  jack  were  in  good  condition.  I  always  said  that 
the  water  was  too  public,  as  the  footpath  was  close  by. 
When  Messrs.  Buckland  and  Pon"er  hatched  many 
thousands  of  salmon  and  lake  trout  (Swiss),  they  were 
placed  in  this  stream  and  wire-netting  put  over  it,  as  the 
Kingfishers  had  found  them  out.  I  heard  a  man  boast 
that  he  had  shot  eight  of  these  beautiful  birds  there. 
Each  year  the  late  Mr.  Frank  Bucklaud  had  the  water 
netted,  and  the  Committee,  in  company  of  the  puntsmen, 
distributed  them  in  various  suitable  parts  of  the  river.  My 
puntsman  was  our  well-known  keeper  W.  Milbourne ;  we 
turned  about  two  thousand  in  at  Moulsey  and  Sunbury 
Weirs.  Then  the  many  large  carp  and  t?nch  nettsd 
from  the  ponds  in  Bushey  park,  some  of  the  carp 
of  141b.  each,  and  placed  in  the  Thames  for  the 
benefit  of  all  anglers.  I  mention  these  incidents 
to  show  that  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.  of 
that  time  extra  stocked  the  Thames  with  good  fish. 
When  the  Southport  Aquarium  was  opened  in  1874,  the 
late  Frank  Buekland,  H.  L.  Rolfe,  and  other  well  known 
piscatorials,  including  myself,  were  invited.  I  got  Mr. 
Brougham  to  go  with  me  and  procure  some  barbel  and 
gudgeon,  while  I  caught  some  good  bream.  These  we 
took  down  to  Southport  without  the  loss  of  a  fish.  These 
species  being  unknown  in  that  part  of  England,  caused 
many  visitors  to  view  them.  Mr.  Brougham  afterwards 
reported  our  doings  in  the  sporting  and  other  papers,  for 
which  the  directors  kindly  sent  a  cheque  for  five  guineas 
for  his  labour.  To  save  expense,  our  secretary  got  per- 
mission from  some  of  the  members  to  hold  the  monthly 
meetings  at  their  respective  offices.  The  rent  was  to 
be  nominady  twelve  guineas  per  annum,  but  which 
sum  was  never  accepted  by  those  gentlemen,  but 
placed  on  tho  contributory  list  as  gifts  to  the  society. 
This  was  a  clever  arrangement  of  Mr.  Brougham.  We 
occupied,  at  different  times,  several  of  our  members' 
offices ;  the  previous  one  was  held  at  Mr.  Blarney's, 
Charing  Cross;  but  the  most  comfortable  place  of  meet- 
ing is  now  at  Mr.  Crumplen's,  12,  Regent-street,  on  the 
same  terms  as  heretofore,  and  I  feel  sure  that  all  are 
much  indebted  to  that  gentleman  for  his  courtesy  and 
kindness. 

I  truly  hope  that  the  new  True  Waltonian  Angler  and 
Honorary  Secretary  (Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins)  will  do  well. 
He  has  an  arduous  task,  but  no  doubt  Mr.  Brougham  will 
give  him  the  nece.-sary  information  to  work  by,  and  from 
what  I  hear,  "  his  endeavours  to  please  "  will  be  crowned 
with  success. 

I  presume  that  the  present  president  and  committee 
will  allow  the  late  secretary  a  retiring  pension  as  a 
solatium  for  past  services. — Yours  truly, 

 T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.S. 

POACHERS  AND  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE. 
Dear  Sir,— May  I  be  permitted  to  reply  to  Mr.  A.  G. 
Goodwin's  censure.  First  of  all,  according  to  my 
account,  "Charlie"  was  not  a "  poacher  of  the  very 
worst  type,"  far  from  it ;  he  was  fisherman  first,  poacher 
afterwards.  Secondly,  his  objection  as  to  my  using  tho 
columns  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  to  aid  and  abet,  poachers 
is  a  hit  rather  at  tho  editor  than  at  mjself.  Thirdly,  the 
remark,  "  Nice  trash,  &c,"  actually  the  only  one  with 
which  he  agrees,  and  which  he  even  amends,  is  not  mine 
at  all,  but  meant  to  be  that  of  some  reader  of  critical 
acumen  like  unto  himself.  And  yo  gods !  Look  at  his 
reason  fur  the  nmendation.  It  is  "dangerous  trash" 
truly,  because  (fit  he  «r  .tuitously  susjr'cts)  "  Wrentail  " 
is  not  capable  of  emulating  a  dry  fly  adjpt.  "Throw 
logic  to  the  d  gs,  I'll  none  of  it."  Still,  a  sentence  so 
finely  rounded,  so  epigrammatic  as  his  last  may  well  afford 
to  dispense  with  logic.  1  he  abovo  remarks  are  ooncemed 
with  the  letter  not  with  the  spirit  of  his  produc- 
tion, for  the  simple  reason   that  I  am  no  champion 


of  poachers.  I  am  sorry  if  my  article  has  giveu 
offence  to  "A.  G.  G."  or  to  any  other  reader,  and 
would  be  still  more  sorry  were  it  to  give  any  stimulus  or 
encouragement  to  poaching.  In  writing  it  I  dealt  leniently 
with  the  hero  from  the  recollection  of  many  a  pleasant 
day,  many  a  kindness  received,  from  the  De  mqrtmt 
principle  ;  perhaps  also  fmm  "  a  fellow  feeling."  We  are 
not  all  immaculate,  "  A.  G.  G,"  and  "  He  that  is  without 
sin,  &c."  As  fir  comparing  "a  miserable  poacher"  to 
the  noblest  dry  fly  fisherman— did  I  compare  them  ?  If 
so,  it  was  very,  very  wrong.    I  cry  pardon.  Peccavi. 

"  lieu  miserande  p-oach-er,"  what  a  hot  corner  have  you 
got  your  poor  biographer  into  ;  but  there,  I  must  take 
care  not  to  "debase  my  ink  with  sympathy"  yet  another 
time. — Yours  contritely,  Wrentail. 

[We  meant  last  week  to  put  thi3  note  at  the  foot  of  Mr. 
Goodwin's  admonitory  epistle:  "The  prayers  of  the 
congregation  are  asked  on  behalf  of  '  Wrentail '  and  the 
Editor."— Ed.]  — — 

WILLIAM  PUTNAM,  THE  HARPIST. 

Sir, — William  Putnam,  the  harpist,  a  member  of  our 
(the  Waltonian  Angling  Society)  is  going  to  have  a  ticket 
benefit  at  the  Mohawk  Minstrels,  Agricultural  Hall, 
Islington,  on  April  5,  <>,  7,  8,  and  9.  His  claim  to  the 
kind  consideration  of  anglers,  arises  immediately  from  the 
fact  that  he  is  paralized,  and  unable  to  follow  his 
profession.  Further,  to  those  who  knew  him,  and  among 
anglers  the  numbers  must  be  great,  a  more  genial, 
humorous,  and  kindly  man  was  never  met  with,  and  his 
help  was  always  ready  for  a  brother  in  distress.  Tickets 
may  be  had  from  me  at  311,  Edgware-road ;  W.  J. 
Pougher,  5,  Rochester -road,  Camden-road  ;  A.  Putnam, 
34,  Longford-street,  Regent's  Park  ;  G.  T.  Miles,  17,  York 
Buildings,  Adelphi ;  Sterling  Jones,  78,  Gower-street, 
Bedford-square ;  G.  Hedge,  13,  Clarence-gardens,  Regent's 
Park  ;  Frank  Gifford,  23, Frederick-street,  Grays-inn-road, 
and  F.  Eggleton,  6,  Theberton-street,  Islington,  W. — 
Yours  truly,  _____         A.  J.  Marriott. 

FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  OF  GENEVA. 
Dear  Sir, — Cai  ycu  or  any  of  your  readers  give 
me  information  as  to  trout  and  other  fishing  to  be  obtained 
in  or  near  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  eastern  end,  and  Rhoiio 
valley;  is  April  a  good  month?  Are  licenses  necessiry, 
and  if  so,  easily  obtained  ?  Any  Lints  as  to  tackle,  rods, 
and  accommodation,  &c,  would  be  most  acceptable. — 
Yours  truly,    E.  J.  BoAKii. 

"  UNION  IS  STRENGTH." 
Dear  Sir, — The  question  of  the  union  of  the  two 
associations  is  once  more  cropping  up,  and  a  more  genaral 
interest  is  apparent  than  at  any  previous  time.  It  is  a 
most  vital  question  for  all  anglers,  rish  and  poor.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  a  public  meeting  should  be  called  to 
further  a  scheme  of  amalgamation.  It  has  always  been  a 
matter  of  surprise  and  regret  to  me  that  the  railway  com- 
panies recognised  more  than  one  association.  They  could, 
of  course,  have  compelled  any  association  they  recognised 
to  adopt  rules  that  should  have  been  perfectly  fair  and 
businesslike,  both  in  the  interests  of  individual  anglers 
and  the  railway  companies.  It  would  be  easy  to  fill  pages 
with  reasons  for  having  one  association,  but  such  reasons 
must  be  patent  to  all  thinking  men  ;  that  being  the  case, 
I  trust  the  thoughts  of  all  anglers  will  be  turned  towards 
thebestwayof  bringing  about  so  desirable  a  consumma- 
tion, for  it  is  certain  that  grave  dangers  and  possible 
disasters  will  result  from  two  bodies— unfortunately,  I 
must  say,  rival  bodies — continuing  to  exist. — Yours  truly, 
A.  J.  Marriott,  Waltonian  A.S." 

RAINBOW  TROUT  AND  THEIR  FIGHTING 
STRENGTH. 
Sir, — In  Dr.  Patterson's  very  interesting  article  on 
these  beautiful  fish  I  see  no  description  of  its  behaviour 
when  hooked.  I  have  referred  to  my  diary  for  Sept.  6, 
1895,  and  find  that  I  took  three  rainbows  on  that  day. 
Two  of  tbem,  about  Jib.  each,  were  hooked  at  one  cast, 
and  I  can  remember  that  they  were  a  lively  pair  to  handle 
"tandem."  They  did  not  jump  much,  but  fell  short  of 
trout  in  no  other  respect.  My  next  fish,  a  fontinalis  of 
about  lib. ,  gave  much  less  sport ;  but  I  remember  catching 
smaller  fontinalis  in  the  Darenth  some  years  ago,  and  they 
fought  well.  They  were  returned,  of  course.  On  Sept.  7 
I  had  a  "  zebra  "  of  about  21b.,  and  that  took  a  long  time 
to  land.  This  was  par  ly  owing  to  the  necessity  for  special 
care  not  to  injure  the  fish,  which  was  worth,  Mr.  Armistead 
told  me,  about  five  guineas.  Of  course,  these  rainbows 
and  the  zebra  (which  is,  like  the  fontinalis,  a  char)  were 
taken  in  ponds,  and  no  skill  whatever  was  required  to  hook 
them,  but,  as  I  was  using  brown  trout  tackle,  they  took 
some  landing. — Yours,  &c,  J.  P.  T. 

ABOUT  PIKE-PERCH  (LUCIUS  PERCA  ZANDRA). 

Sir, — I  do  not  think  there  are  any  live  pike-perch  in 
England  at  the  present  time.  My  importation  of  small 
ones  died  either  on  the  sea  journey  or  at  Buckland's 
museum.  In  18/8  the  Duke  of  Bedford  imported  from 
Schleswig-Hol.-tein  twenty-four  pike-perch  (male  and 
female),  of  21b.  each  ;  in  1884  his  Gn.ce  had  the  pond 
thoy  were  in  cleaned  out,  and  two  pike-perch  of  41b.  each 
were  taken  and  sent  to  Mr.  Oldham  Chambers  (the  secre- 
tary of  tiro  National  Fish  Culture  Assroiation,  South 
Kensington),  where  thoy  soon  died  for  want  of  room.  In 
Buckland's  "  Natural  History  of  British  Fishes,"  p  350, 
is  my  report  of  the  importation  turougb  Hamburg  to 
London  Bridge  on  to  Bedford.  'Hie  largest  I  ever  saw 
weighed  101b. ;  the  price  was  3s.  (id.  per  l'v,  ;m<l  whs  kept 
in  ice  for  the  Emperor  of  Austria's  bir  thday.  This  was 
when  1  fished  the  Flatten  Lake,  in  Hungary.  It  is  con- 
sidered the  best  fresh  water  fish  to  eat  — Yours  truly, 

T.  R.  Sachs,  P.I'.S.  * 

Several  important  letter*  are  unavoidably  held  over*. 
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WAR,  FAMINE,    AND   OUR  FOOD 
SUPPLY*. 


If  I  had  asked  the  editor's  permission  to  write 
a  notice  of  his  book  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  he 
would  have  objected  on  the  ground  that  it  is  un- 
seemly for  him  to  blow  his  own  trumpet  in  his 
own  paper.  To  this  my  reply  is  that  I  have  no 
intention  whatever  of  praising  him,  and  it  he 
further  objects  that  the  subject  of  his  book  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  angling  or  anglers, 
I  can  only  reply  that  anglers  like  other  people 
?  must  live,"  and,  therefore,  they  are  just  as  much 
interested  in  the  question  of  food  versus  starvation 
as  other  people.  I  confess  that  I  approached  the 
subject  in  the  first  instance  with  an  impression 
that  the  writer  was  entering  upon  a  quixotic 
-  campaign.   I  could  not  compel  myself  to  believe 

*  War,  Famine,  and  Our  Food  Supply.  By  R.  B. 
Marston.  London:  Sampson  Low  and  Co.  Limited 
Pp.,  200  ;  boards,  2s.  j  cloth,  2s.  6d. 


that  we  are  slumbering  on  a  volcano,  which  at  any 
time  may  burst  forth  and  hurl  us  to  destruction. 
I  am  obliged  to  say,  however,  after  reading  "  War. 
Famine,  and  Our  Food  Supply,"  I  have  not  felt 
quite  so  easy  in  my  mind,  for  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  under  certain  conditions,  England  has 
to  face  a  difficulty  which  never  in  the  whole  course 
of  her  history  has  been  presented  to  her  before. 

At  present,  no  doubt,  we  have  all,  more  or 
less,  an  abundant  supply  of  food,  and  we  live  on 
contentedly,  with  the  comfortable  assurance  that 
we  always  shall  have  it.  We  know,  for  experts 
have  constantly  assured  us  that  never  at  any 
one  time  have  we  more  than  three  months 
supply  of  food  on  hand,  and  we  know  that  we 
get  that  supply  mainly  from  foreign  countries ; 
and  so  we  settle  down  into  the  happy  conviction 
that  somehow  or  other  that  supply  will  always 
be  forthcoming,  and  we  may,  of  course,  if  nothing- 
unusual  happens,  rest  in  that  assurance.  But 
that  little  word  if  has  a  most  potential  signifi- 
cance. If  America  should  fail  in  her  supplies  ; 
and  if  we  should  go  to  war  with  Russia  and 
France,  or  if  America  should  declare  war,  where 
then  would  be  the  Land  of  Goshen  to  which  we 
could  go  to  buy  bread  P  Looked  at  in  this  way  the 
question  has  only  one  solution,  namely,  that  we 
must,  like  the  Egyptians  of  old,  be  prepared  before- 
hand by  laying  in  stores  while  yet  there  may  be 

tUThis  is  the  burden  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  little 
book  :  instead,  however,  of  this  preparedness,  we 
are  all  inclined  to  treat  the  matter  with  utter 
indifference.  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  "  is  all  we 
care  about.  Instead  of  hoarding  our  material  the 
tendency  is  to  lavish  wastefulness  of  what  we 
have,  and  this  quite  as  much  among  the  poor  as 
the  rich.  The  rich  in  their  charity  give  then- 
broken  bread  to  the  poor,  and  the  poor  con- 
temptuously chuck  it  over  your  garden  fence. 
In  this  way  I  get  a  weekly  supply  of  good  tood, 
sometimes  as  much  as  will  fill  a  peck  measure, 
scattered  over  my  lawn  and  in  the  road  outside. 
At  least  it  helps  to  feed  the  sparrows.  I  only 
mention  this  as  an  indication  of  the  general 
indifference  when  food  is  plentiful.  "  Wilful 
waste  makes  woeful  want." 

Anyone  who  feels  more  than  a  daily  interest  m 
the  question  as  to  where  not  only  his  bread  but 
his  butter  is  to  come  from,  for  butter  as  well  as 
bread,  and  every  other  article  that  goes  to  supply 
our  larder,  we  are  largely  dependent  on  other 
countries,  far  and  near,  will  learn  a  good  deal  that 
will  surprise  him  from  a  careful  perusal  of  this 
volume.  I  am  glad  to  see  that  one  of  the  objects 
aimed  at  by  the  writer  has  already  been  attained, 
for,  in  compliance  with  the  motion  of  Mr.  Seton- 
Carr  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Govern- 
ment willingly  accepted  the  responsibility  of 
appointing  a  Royal  Commission  to  inquire  into 
this  all  important  question.  I  happened  to  be 
present  in  the  House  of  Commons  when  this 
matter  was  discussed,  and  was  much  impressed 
with  the  earnest  manner  in  which  it  was  taken  up, 
and  particularly  with  the  excellent  speech  of  the 
seconder  of  the  motion,  Mr.  Yerburgh.  whose 
views  coincide  very  much  with  those  contained  in 
Mr  R  B.  Marston's  book,  and  who  very  gracefully 
drew  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what  he  called 
Mr.  Marston's  very  able  work,  and  from  which  he 
beo-o-ed  permission  of  the  House  to  read  an 
extract.  I  may  say  that  the  book  contains  not 
only  a  clear  statement  of  the  perils  to  whicn  we 
have  unconsciously  allowed  ourselves  to  drift,  but 
also  suggests  remedies  which  seem  to  be  worthy  ot 
the  consideration  of  all  thoughtful  people. 

The  Amateur  Anglek. 
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newspaper  in  making  our  existence  and  efforts 
known  to  anglers  in  the  south  you  will,  1  think, 
advance  the  cause  of  honest  sport. 

I  may  say  that,  although  our  outlays  at  present 
are  only  £300  a  year,  we  propose  entering  upon 
hatching  sea  trout  and  brown  trout,  extending 
our  watching  of  the  spawning  waters  over  a 
greatly  increased  area,  and  also  keeping  five  or 
six  sets  of  nets  at  work  destroying  pike  Ihese 
operations  will,  if  fully  carried  out,  nearly  double 
the  outlay,  but  we  must  wait  for  more  support 
from  the  public— Faithfully  yours, 

Alfred  Brown,  Secretary. 


[Copy  of  the  Circular.] 

93,  West  Regent- street, 

'   Glasgow,  March,  1897. 

Dear  Sir,— I  take  leave  to  submit  for  your 
consideration  the  work  now  being  done  by  this 
association.  , 

The  association  has  taken  a  lease  for  twenty 
years,  in  breaks  of  five  years,  of  the  salmon 
fishing  on  the  river  Leven  and  on  Loch  Lomond 
(so  far  as  possessed  on  the  loch  by  the  Colquhoun 
trustees),  and  has  entirely  removed  the  salmon 
nets  from  these  waters.  It  has  also  arranged 
with  the  lessees  of  the  salmon  fishings  on  the 
Clyde  between  Dumbarton,  Cardross,  and  Ard- 
more  to  restrict  the  netting  there  to  about  tour 
and  a  half  days  in  each  week,  and  to  maintain  an 
efficient  surveillance  on  these  waters  during  the 
weekly  and  annual  close  time.  A  part  ot  this 
latter  work  has,  by  agreement,  been  performed  by 
the  association's  bailiffs,  the  tacksman  contributing 
towards  the  cost,  and  as  a  result  of  this  the 
poaching,  which  was  formerly  quite  scandalous, 
has  now  been  almost  entirely  suppressed. 

A  permanent  head  bailiff  has  been  appointed, 
who  resides  at  Alexandria,  and  has  under  him, 
during  the  season,  a  staff  of  from  four  to  six 
assistants,  to  protect  the  running  fish  m  the 
Leven,  to  put  down  ottering  and  other  forms  ot 
poaching  on  the  loch,  and  to  assist  in  protecting 
the   spawning  fish   in  the  tributaries  during 

autumn.  ,  .  „.  -„„ 

Sums  of  money  have  been  voted  for  the  purpose 
of  opening  up  natural  and  artificial  obstructions 
on  spawning  streams,  and  it  is  hoped  that  con- 
siderable advantage  will  be  derived  by  giving  the 
fish  ready  access  to  waters  now  partially  closed  to 

thThe  association  has  also  decided  to  take  up  the 
work  formerly  carried  on  by  the  Trout  Preserva- 
tion Association,  and  already  three  sets  ot  nets 
are  engaged  killing  down  the  pike,  which  had 
become  very  numerous,  and  preparations  are 
being  made  for  stocking  the  loch  with  trout, 
either  by  purchasing  fry,  or  by  erecting  a  hatchery, 
as  may  be  found  practicable.  The  watching  ot 
the  spawning  streams  at  the  upper  part  ot  the 
loch,  which  was  formerly  done  by  the  Trout 
Preservation  Association,  will  now  be  under  the 
charge  of  the  association's  bailiffs. 

All  this  is  being  carried  on  solely  m  the  interest 
of  sport ;  the  members  not  retaining  any  privilege 
to  themselves,  but  throwing  open  the  whole  loch 
absolutely  free  of  charge  to  all  anglers  who  fish 
fairly  with  rod  and  line. 

I  can,  therefore,  appeal  to  you  for  your  support 
with  perfect  confidence,  being  satisfied  that  such 
work  as  is  now  being  done  by  this  association  must 
commend  itself  to  all  true  sportsmen,  whether 
anglers  or  not.  ,    '  v , 

A  list  of  office  bearers,  members,  and  sub- 
scribers is  herewith  inclosed,  together  with  last 

yeSubs1cnptions  will  be  received  and  acknowledged 

by— Yours  faithfully, 

Alfred  Brown,  Secretary. 


LOCH  LOMOND  ANGLING  IMPROVE 
MBNT  ASSOCIATION. 

[It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  publish  the 
following  appeal  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Loch 
Lomond  Angling  Improvement  Association— Ed. 

Dear  Sir— I  enclose  copy  of  a  circular  and 
report  lately  addressed  to  anglers,  calling  their 
attention  to  the  action  of  this  association  in  pro- 
viding for  them,  entirely  free  of  charge,  an  immense 
stretch  of  water,  we'll"  stocked  with  trout  and 
salmon,  on  which  they  may  prosecute  their  sport, 
hinting  at  the  same  time  that  their  assistance  m 
subscriptions  towards  meeting  the  annual  cost 
(some  £300)  would  be  very  acceptable. 

If  you  can  lend  the  weight  of  your  well-known 


SPRINGTIME  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

By  Francis  M.  Waluran. 
With  the  approach  of  Easter,  especially  when 
it  falls  upon  such  a  suitable  date  as  it  does  upon 
the  present  occasion,  the  hearts  of  anglers  turn, 
not  like  those  of  young  men  and  maidens, 
"  lio-htly  to  thoughts  of  love,"  but  to  preparations 
for°tho  forthcoming  trout  season.  Rods  are 
brought  out  from  dark  recesses  to  which  they 
have  been  relegated  since  the  gun  claimed  the 
attention  of  their  owners  ;  reels  are  Produced 
from  drawers,  and  thoroughly  ^aned  and  oiled  ; 
lines  are  examined  and  tested,  orders  tor  flies  and 
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fresli  supply  of  casts  are  made  out,  or,  if  the 
angler  prefers  to  make  bis  own,  his  evenings  are 
occupied  with  feathers,  fur,  and  silks. 

In  Yorkshire,  as  a  general  rule,  April  is  quite 
early  enough  to  commence  operations,  and  the 
majority  of  the  clubs  do  not  start  until  then. 
This  season,  however,  the  trout  wei-e  in  excellent 
condition.  Between  March  16  and  the  present, 
some  very  good  baskets  have  been  made. 
With  artificial  fly  William  Brumfitt,  of  Otley, 
has  made  the  best  catches,  but  he  is  well 
known  as  a  most  skilful  wielder  of  the  fly  rod ; 
in,  fact,  he  hardly  ever  fishes  anything  else. 
He  seldom  wades,  is  a  great  believer  in  single 
hair,  and  generally  uses  six  flies  oh  a  cast,  just  as 
the  late  Jim  Whitaker  used  to  do.  I  was  speak- 
ing about  this  to  a  Yorkshire  angler  the  other 
day,  and  he  said  that  he  could  not  see  the  necessity 
of  using  more  than  three,  or,  at  the  outside,  four 
flies ;  "  but,"  he  added,  meditatively,  "perhaps  the 
fish  think  that  a  rise  is  coming  on."  Nearly  all 
the  old  veterans  in  Wharfedale  used  to  mount 
their  casts  on  "  lashes,"  as  they  were  wont  to  call 
them,  with  five  and  six  flies,  but  I  have  never 
fished  with  more  than  four  in  my  life,  and  very 
often  only  with  three. 

The  best  cast  that  can  be  used  on  any  of  the 
Yorkshire  rivers  during  April  is  as  follows : 
Tail  Fly,  Early  Brown;  1st  dropper,  Waterhen 
Bloa ;  2nd  dropper,  Dark  Snipe  and  Purple ; 
3rd  dropper,  Spring  Black ;  and  the  following 
are  the  dressings :  Early  Brown,  body  orange 
silk,  and  bronze  peacock's  herl  (twisted),  hackled 
with  feather  from  inside  of  a  woodcock's  wing, 
hook  No.  2,  Kendal  scale. 

This  fly  is  one  of  the  earliest  on  the  streams, 
and  is  always  looked  out  for  eagerly  by  the 
hungry  ti-out.  The  usual  dressing  is  generally  a 
plain  orange  silk  body,  well  waxed,  but  the  above 
pattern,  which  was  first  shown  to  me  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  H.  Bradshaw,  of  Bramley,  near  Leeds, 
is  a  far  better  imitation  of  the  natural  insect, 
which  has  a  fatter  body  than  the  plain  silk  shows. 

Waterhen  Bloa Body,  yellow  silk  dubbed  with 
water-rat's  fur,  hackled  with  feather  from  inside 
of  a  water  rat's  wing,  hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale. 

This  is  the  hackled  imitation  of  the  early  Blue 
Dun,  the  word  "  bloa  "  seems  to  be  peculiar  to 
Yorkshire,  and,  I  think,  signifies  "  dun."  Jackson, 
in  his  work  on  Yorkshire  flies,  says  :  "  Bloa,  or 
blea,  is  a  North  Country  word,  signifying  the 
colour  of  the  clouds,  blea  seems  generally  signifi- 
cant of  cold."  I  do  not  agi-ee  to  the  last  part  of 
his  sentence,  as  there  are  other  warm  weather 
flies  termed  so,  such  as  the  Poult  Bloa,  Felfar 
Bloa,  Sec.  The  Waterhen  Bloa  is  an  excellent 
fly,  both  in  spring  and  autumn.  A  friend  of 
mine,  several  seasons  ago,  introduced  it  on  the 
Don  and  Deveron,  where  it  accounted  for-  some 
very  heavy  baskets.  Some  anglers  rib  it  with 
gold  wire,  when  it  forms  a  kind  of  hackled 
Greenwell's  Glory. 

Dark  Snipe  and  Purple :  Body,  dark  purple 
silk,  hackled  with  feather  from  outside  of  a 
snipe's  wing.    Hook  No.  1,  Kendal  scale. 

This  is  a  hackled  imitation  of  the  Dark  Bloa  of 
Jackson  and  Pritt ;  it  is  an  excellent  killer  on  cold 
days  in  spring,  and  again  in  autumn. 

The  Spring  Black  is  a  rather  different  fly  to 
Stewart's  Black  Spider  and  Ronald's  Water 
Cricket,  the  dressing  being :  Body,  purple  silk 
dubbed  with  magpie's  harl ;  head,  purple,  hackled 
with  feather  from  a  starling's  neck.  Hook,  No.  0, 
short. 

Good  on  cold,  dull  days.  Mr.  Pritt,  in  "  North 
Country  Flies,"  states  that  he  has  found  it  answer 
very  well  on  Lake  Ullswater. 

As  a  general  rule,  if  these  four  flies  will  not 
kill  trout  during  the  first  six  weeks  of  the  trout 
season,  it  is  of  very  little  use  continuing  to  fish. 
If  I  find  one  of  the  four  is  a  greater  favourite 
than  the  others,  I  mount  one  pr  two  more  of  the 
same  kind,  and  usually  find  it  answer  in  the  end. 

And  now,  having  given  the  right  flies,  let  me 
mention  one  or  two  places  where  the  stranger  in 
Yorkshire  may  expect  to  find  a  day  or  two's  sport 
in  the  county  of  broad  acres.  On  the  Wharfe 
there  is  not  much  fishing  available,  even  by 
paying  for  it,  especially  at  holiday  times,  such  as 
Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  when  certain  rules 
relative  to  the  number  of  rods  allowed  on  the 
water  render  it  needless  to  apply.  I  will,  there- 
fore, only  mention  those  places  where  there  is  a 
chance  of  obtaining  a  ticket.  The  Grassington 
Club  issue  day  tickets  at  2s.  (id.  each,  which  may 


be  obtained  from  Mr.  Hartar,  the  secretary.  The 
water  belonging  to  the  club  extends  for  about 
one  and  a  half  to  two  miles,  and  is  a  most 
picturesque  portion  of  the  Wharfe,  embracing  the 
Ghaistrills,  where  the  river  is  contracted  some- 
what after  the  manner  of  the  far-famed  Strid, 
lower  down  the  valley,  and  also  flowing  past 
Netherside  Hall  and  Grass  Wood— a  most 
beautiful  spot  in  early  springtime,  when  the 
"pale  yellow  primrose  peeps  forth  on  the  edge 
of  the  stream  from  its  dark  "  crinkled  "  leaves, 
and  the  delicate  white  blossom  of  the  wood 
anemone  graces  the  banks  and  braes,  not  of 
"  bonny  Doon,"  but  Wharfedale. 

There  are  only  trout  and  grayling  on  this  part 
of  the  river,  and,  to  anyone  who  knows  how  to  fish, 
a  decent  basket  may  generally  be  depended  on. 
At  Bolton  Abbey,  by  staying  at  either  the  Devon- 
shire Arms  or  the  Red  Lion,  the  wandering 
angler  has  the  privilege  of  fishing  the  water  that 
flows  through  the  far-famed  Bolton  Woods ;  the 
top  limit  of  this  length  is  Barden  Bridge,  and  the 
bottom  some  quarter  of  a  mile  below  Bolton 
Bridge.  Only  fly  is  allowed,  and  this  is  one  of 
the  places  in  Yorkshire  suitable  for  Dry-fly  fishing. 
The  Ilkley  Club  issue  5s.  day  tickets  to  anyone 
sleeping  in  the  town,  but  that  is  a  sine  qua  non. 
Here  there  is  between  three  and  four  miles  of 
excellent  trout  fishing;  in  fact,  better  baskets 
have  been  made  on  this  length  than  any  I  know, 
so  far,  this  season.  The  Middelton  Hotel  is  a 
very  comfortable  house,  overlooking  the  river,  and 
in  addition  to  that  the  landlord,  Mr.  Dilly,  is  an 
angler  himself.  On  the  opening  day  this  year  he 
killed  thirty-two  trout  within  a  stone's  throw  of 
his  house.  Fly,  minnow,  and  worm  are  allowed 
on  this  length.  That  concludes  the  fishing  available 
on  the  Wharfe  during  the  coming  Easter  holidays. 
Next  week  I  will  continue  the  subject,  and  give  a 
few  stations  in  Wen  sley dale  and  elsewhere  in 
Yorkshire. 


THAMES  TROUTING. 

Many  correspondents  have  asked  for  informa- 
tion on  the  subject,  where  to  go,  what  to  do,  what 
tackle  to  use,  and  whom  to  employ  as  attendant. 
To  answer  all  these  questions  freely  would,  perhaps, 
fill  the  columns  of  an  entire  Fishing  Gazette,  but 
the  following  information  will  be  useful: 

To  fish  the  weirs  under  control  of  the  Thames 
Conservancy  a  ticket  must  be  procured;  this  is 
obtainable  from  Jas.  H.  Gough,  Esq.,  the 
secretary,  Victoria  Embankment,  E.C.,  and  costs 
10s.  This  ticket  will  last  until  Dec.  31,  1897. 
The  trout  season  closes  on  Sept.  30.  Thames 
trout  are  caught  with  bleak,  dace,  or  gudgeon,  by 
spinning  or  live  baiting,  and  I  think  it  best  for 
the  novice  to  fish  the  weirs,  and  not  the  open  water, 
unless  he  can  employ  a  professional,  who  knows, 
or  ought  to  know,  the  most  likely  spots  for  a  fish. 
There  is  always  a  good  chance  of  a  fish  in  a  weir  ; 
spin  all  the  runs  over  thoroughly,  and  as  the 
weather  is  so  cold  the  trout  will  be  found  deep  in 
the  water,  where  are  also  the  bleak  and  other 
baits.  The  ordinary  spinning  tackle  for  jack,  but 
tied  on  the  best  undrawn  gut,  with  smaller  hooks 
on  the  flight,  will  kill  Thames  trout;  see  that 
there  are  plenty  of  swivels  on  the  trace,  as  the 
stream  in  the  weirs  is  very  swift.  For  live  bait- 
ing, a  lip  hook  and  triangle,  or  two  triangles,  if  the 
bait  be  large,  will  suffice.  To  show  the  position 
of  the  bait  place  a  split  cork  on  the  line,  4ft.  to 
10ft.  above  the  bait,  according  to  situation.  Work 
the  live  bait  in  all  fishable  places,  particularly 
close  up  to  the  weir ;  take  care  your  line  is  clean 
and  ready  for  action,  and  that  you  have  at  least 
150yds.  of  fine,  plaited  line  on  the  winch.  A  visit 
to  the  Aquarium  Fisheries  Exhibition,  which 
closes  on  April  13,  will  enable  you  to  select  a  rod, 
Hardy's,  Slater's,  or  Richardson's  stalls  contain 
special  patterns  for  Thames  fronting,  at  all  prices. 
Be  sure  to  have  a  large  landing  net,  and  a  strong 
one;  a  01b.  or  101b.  fish  wants  something  big  to 
land  him. 

Weirs  near  London,  all  good  for  trout,  are 
Molesey,  Sunbury,  Shepperton,  Chertsey  (this 
weir  must  be  fished  from  a  punt),  Bell  Weir,  near 
Staines,  Old  Windsor  Weir,  and  Boveney. 
Further  afield,  the  Clappers,  at  Reading,  and 
Pangbourne.  At  Pangbourne  Weir  a  permit  to 
fish  must  be  procured  from  Mr.  Hull,  at  the 
Elephant  Inn,  the  charge  is,  I  believe,  a  guinea. 
Mapledurham,  lower  down,  is  strictly  private. 


Hambledon  Weir  presents  a  great  variety  of 
water,  there  is  plenty  of  room  for  several  rods, 
which  is  more  than  can  be  said  for  many  weirs. 
There  is  a  long  list  of  weirs  on  the  conservancy 
permit.  At  Molesey,  Jem  Smith  and  Milbourn 
are,  or  were,  the  professionals ;  at  Sunbury,  try 
Clarke  or  Stroud ;  at  Shepperton,  Curr,  Poulter, 
or  the  two  Rosewells ;  Lotan  Hacket  at  Chertsey 
(old  Purss  is  dead) ;  Harris  at  Saleham,  for  that 
neighbourhood  or  Penton  Hook ;  Lumsden,  at 
Datchet,  is  a  good  fisherman,  so  is  Keene,  who 
lately  left  Staines ;  Davidson,  at  Pangbourne, 
will  attend  to  all  you  want, 

Bleak  are  difficult  to  obtain  in  cold,  windy 
weather ;  they  may  be  generally  found  below,  or 
in  the  locks,  and  caught  with  gentles  or  paste. 
Throw  some  bread  on  the  surface  and  the  bleak 
will  come  up  to  it ;  drop  some  gentles  among 
them  and  strike  at  the  slightest  twitch  of  the 
line.  It  is  sometimes  compulsory  to  use  float 
tackle  for  them,  and  fish  deep. 

If  the  bleak  dart  from  the  water  suddenly, 
draw  your  bait  over  that  spot,  and  let  it  rest 
there,  it  is  a  sure  indication  of  a  fish  feeding ;  if 
you  get  a  run,  the  heavy  first  pull  will  startle  you, 
and  the  power  of  the  fish,  as  game  as  salmon,  is 
not  equalled  by  any  other  Thames  fish.  Fish  of 
71b.  or  over,  are  well  worth  preserving ;  wrap  a 
fish  in  newspaper  directly  he  is  caught,  and  let 
the  taxidermist  have  him  as  soon  as  possible. 
You  may  get  a  trout  during  the  first  ten  minutes 
of  fishing,  or  may  fish  for  a  week  or  more  without 
success.  When  success  does  come  it  is  worth  all 
the  waiting  for. 

The  water  is  now  clearing,  but  is  very  cold,  so 
trout  will  not  show  much.        Silvek  Bleak. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 


[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.} 
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ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND  ISLANDS. 
Lochs  of  Shetland. 

Loch  Asta  is  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from 
Scalloway.  It  is  half  a  mile  long  by  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  broad.  It  contains  loch  trout  and  occa- 
sionally sea  trout,  and  yields  some  sport  from 
May  to  September.  The  largest  fish  lie  at  the 
north  end,  where  the  burn  runs  in  from  Loch 
Tingwall.  Inn  accommodation  at  Lerwick  and 
Scalloway,  and  also  lodgings.  Route  :  By  rail  to 
Aberdeen ;  thence  by  steamer  to  Lerwick ;  thence 
hire  five  miles. 

Loch  Bardister,  in  the  parish  of  Walls,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  the  village. 
This  loch  gives  good  sport,  but  the  fish  are  small, 
running  from  about  two  to  the  lb.  to  four  or  five. 
The  parish  of  Walls  is  the  best  fishing  district  in 
Shetland,  as  there  are  plenty  of  lochs  within  easy 
reach  of  the  village  of  Walls  free  to  visitors. 
Good  lodgings  can  be  obtained  from  12s.  (>d.  a 
week  upwards.  Route  :  By  rail  to  A  berdeen ; 
thence  by  steamer  to  Scalloway;  then  to  Vaila 
Sound  by  steamer.  Or  as  above  to  Aberdeen; 
thence  by  steamer  to  Lerwick  ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Belmont  is  about  half  a  mile  long,  ami 
is  three  miles  south  of  Loch  Cliff.  There  are 
excellent  trout  in  it — 21b.  or  31b.  each — but  they 
are  shy.  The  proprietor,  Major  Cameron,  who 
resides  at  Lerwick,  has  a  boat  on  it,  and  his  leave 
to  fish  is  necessary.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Cliff, 
which  see. 

Loch  Brew,  or  Brews  Loch,  half  a  mile  to 
to  the  westward  of  Crista  Loch,  also  yields  fine 
sport.  Fish  dark  of  colour,  but  of  fine  quality. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Asta,  which  see. 

Loch  Brough  is  similar  to  Loch  Setter  in 
Bressay,  with  which  it  communicates  by  a  burn 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long.  It  is  about  a 
third  larger  than  Setter  Loch,  and  its  trout  are 
larger  also — some  of  them  21b.  or  31b.,  but  on  an 
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average  not  exceeding  Mb.  each.  The  end  of  May, 
June,  and  July  is  the  best  for  fishing.  There  is  a 
boat  on  it.  The  west  side  of  the  loch  is  the  best. 
Other  particulars,  including  routes,  &c,  same  as 
Loch  Setter,  which  see.  This  loch  is  now  leased 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  Grand  Hotel,  Lerwick, 
who  reserves  it  for  his  visitors. 

Loch  Brouster,  which  belongs  to  Mr.  Ander- 
ton,  of  Vaila,  and  is  preserved,  is  about  a  mile 
from  the  village  of  Walls,  where  comfortable 
lodgings  may  be  had.  Sea  trout  varying  in 
weight  from  Mb.  to  31b.,  and  occasionally  much 
heavier,  are  to  be  got  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  September,  and  October.  The  ordinary 
brown  trout — some  of  which  are  of  great  size — 
are  also  to  be  found  in  considerable  numbers. 
Loch  Brouster  is  a  tidal  loch  of  no  great  size,  but 
it  is  connected  with  other  larger  lochs  by  a  stream 
of  the  same  name.  About  two  miles  farther  to 
the  eastward  are  Lochs  Culyerin,  Grasswater,  and 
Hulmawater,  containing  trout  similar  to  those  of 
Loch  Brouster.  Culyerin  is  near  the  sea,  and  sea 
trout  are  more  numerous  in  it  than  the  others. 
September  is  the  best  month  for  Brouster  and 
Culyerin,  the  lochs  nearest  the  sea;  the  others 
are  best  in  spring  and  summer.  There  are  also 
some  lochs  in  Sandsting,  where  some  sport  may 
be  had.  Lodgings  can  be  got  at  the  Post  Office 
in  the  village  of  "Walls,  and  also  in  one  or  two 
other  houses  there.  Route :  Same  as  the  Brouster, 
which  see.  Upper  Loch  Brouster,  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  the  village  of  Walls,  can  bs  fished  by 
visitors  there. 

Loch  Brunatwatt  is  a  small  loch  about  one 
mile  north  of  the  village  of  Walls.  It  gives  good 
sport  both  with  the  fly  and  worm,  but  chiefly  with 
the  latter.  It  is  advisable  to  wade,  as  the  loch  is 
gradually  getting  filled  up  with  weeds.  Fish  up 
to  "lb.  can  be  caught  here,  and  it  is  one  of  the 
best  little  lochs  in  the  parish  of  Walls.  Preserved. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Bardister. 

Lochs  Cattle- setter,  or  Kettlester,  Little 
Setter,  or  Littlester,  and  Ulsta,  are  lochs  in 
the  parish  of  Yell.  They  are  within  about  a  mile 
of  each  other,  and  are  of  no  great  size.  There 
are  no  boats  on  them,  nor  inns  near.  They  are 
not  open  to  the  public ;  liberty  to  angle  must  be 
got  from  the  heritors  of  the  parish.  The  lochs 
are  seldom  fished,  but  they  yield  excellent  trout, 
and  fair  baskets  are  sometimes  made.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Asta  to  Lerwick ;  thence  by 
steamer  or  open  boat  to  Burravoe  in  Tell. 

Loch  Cliff  is  in  the  parish  of  Unst,  and  is 
about  three  miles  long  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
broad.  The  Burn  of  Baliasta  falls  into  it,  and 
Cliff  Burn  flows  out  of  it  into  the  Bay  of  Burra- 
firth,  in  which  sea  trout  are  to  be  had.  The  loch 
is  open  to  the  public,  and  there  are  boats  on  it, 
which,  although  private,  might  be  had  the  use  of 
by  respectable  strangers.  There  are  no  hotels, 
but  lodgings  can  be  had  at  a  moderate  rate  at 
Balta  Sound,  about  a  mile  away.  The  loch  trout 
run  three  to  a  lb.,  and  good  sport  is  sometimes 
got.  June  and  July  are  best ;  or,  for  sea  trout, 
very  late,  say,  October  and  early  November,  and 
the  trout  are  partial  to  a  brown  or  yellow  fly. 
The  lochs  of  Whatley  and  Belmont  are  connected 
with  Loch  Cliff  by  the  Burn  of  Baliasta.  Mag- 
nificent scenery — reckoned  some  of  the  best  in 
Shetland.  It  would  pay  an  enterprising  person 
to  build  an  inn  about  here,  which  is  much  wanted 
to  encourage  tourists  and  sportsmen  to  go  so  far 
north.  The  landowners,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  would  be  very  reasonable  to  deal  with. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Aberdeen  ;  thence  by  steamer 
to  Lerwick ;  thence  by  steamer  or  packet  to  Unst. 

Loch  Culyerin  is  a  small  loch  about  five 
miles  from  Walls,  with  a  bum  running  from  it  to 
the  head  of  Unifirth  Voe.  There  are  plenty  of 
small  fish  in  this  loch,  and  sea  trout  come  up  in 
the  latter  part  of  September  and  October.  Pre 
served.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Bardister — hire 
from  Walls. 

Loch  Fladibister,  in  the  parish  of  Curmings- 
burgh,  is  about  eight  miles  from  Lerwick.  The 
trout  in  it  are  numerous,  and  run  about  three  to 
the  lb.  The  loch,  which  is  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  in  circumference,  is  easily  fished  from  the 
banks,  and,  although  open  to  the  public,  is  seldom 
visited  by  anglers.  The  trout  are  dark,  but  of 
fine  quality,  and  good  baskets  can  generally  be 
got.  Light  coloured  flies  will  be  found  most 
successful,  the  water  being  of  a  mossy  character. 
There  is  an  inn  at  Cunningsburgh  known  as 
"West  House,"  ten  miles  from  Lerwick,  where 


lodgings  can  be  had,  and  parties  staying  at  the 
inn  can  have  good  fishing  in  Cunningsburgh 
Burns,  which  are  quite  at  hand,  and,  besides 
being  well  stocked  with  yellow  trout,  afford  fine 
sea  trout  fishing  in  the  autumn.  Cunningsburgh 
is  a  convenient  halting-place  for  parties  intending 
to  visit  Lochs  Spiggie  and  Brew,  SumburghHead, 
and  Fitful  Head.  Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Asta  to 
Lerwick ;  thence  to  West  House,  Cunningsburgh. 
Loch  about  a  mile  and  a  half  distant. 

Loch  Platpunds  is  in  the  parish  of,  and 
about  one  and  a  half  miles  from,  Walls,  and  can 
be  fished  by  visitors  there.  A  very  fair  basket 
can  be  got  here,  but  the  fish  are  not  large.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Bardister. 

Flossy  Lochs  are  about  three  and  a  half 
miles  from  Lerwick,  and  the  Burn  of  Dale  runs 
out  of  them.  They  contain  loch  trout  of  no  great 
size,  but  after  heavy  spates  in  the  months  of  Sep- 
tember and  October  good  sport  may  be  got  with 
sea  trout.  There  is  no  boat  on  them,  but  they  can 
be  fished  from  the  bank.  Route :  Same  as  Sandy 
Loch,  which  see. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Ross-shire  (continued). 

Strathpeffer  is  a  very  fashionable  health 
resort  about  four  miles  from  Dingwall  Station  on 
the  Highland  Railway.  Its  medicinal  springs  are 
of  high  repute,  and  attract  great  numbers  of  people 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  air  is  bracing 
and  delightful,  and  the  scenery  very  fine.  Hotels  : 
The  Spa  Hotel  affords  accommodation.  Visitors 
at  the  Spa  Hotel  can  fish  the  Conan ;  and  visitors 
at  all  the  hotels  can  fish  the  Meig,  Loch  Garvie, 
and  Loch  Luichart.- 

Strome  Ferry  is  on  the  Dingwall  and  Skye 
Railway,  and  is  surrounded  by  most  picturesque 
scenery.  Steamers  start  from  here  to  Stornoway 
and  Skye.  The  Station  Hotel  is  beautifully 
situated,  and  the  proprietor  has  good  trout  fishing 
for  his  guests ;  shooting  can  also  be  had  by  the 
week  or  month. 

Tain  is  a  lively  little  town  in  Ross-shire,  and 
a  station  on  the  Highland  Railway.  Its  climate 
is  bright  and  bracing,  and  it  has  a  great  many 
health  seekers  in  summer,  being  of  easy  access 
and  nicely  situated  near  the  shores  of  the  Dornoch 
Firth.  It  has  a  population  of  2080.  Visitors  can 
fish  the  Tain.    Sea  fishing  and  sea  bathing. 

Ullapool  is  a  large  villlage  on  the  shoi'es  of 
Loch  Broom,  on  the  west  coast  of  Ross-shire,  and 
is  reached  by  coach  from  Garve  Station  of  the 
Highland  Railway.  The  drive,  thirty-two  miles, 
is  a  very  fine  one,  and  goes  through  some  of  the 
grandest  deer-forest  scenery  in  Scotland. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  EARLY  TROUT. 


While  February  is  filling  up  the  springs,  and 
all  through  the  March  winds  till  the  April 
showers  set  him  free  to  throw  the  fly,  the  trout 
fisher  suffers  from  "spring  fever."  This  com- 
plaint is  quite  incurable,  but  some  patients  find 
relief  in  reading  cheerful  prophecies  of  the  sport 
they  will  have  in  April.  It  is  well,  before 
deciding  to  begin  the  season  early,  to  remember 
the  sort  of  thing  you  must  expect.  My  first 
early  start  on  the  Darenth  was  distinguished 
by  a  snow  storm,  but  trout  took  our  March 
Browns  in  spite  of  all ;  the  day  was  fairly  enjoy- 
able, for  the  Lion  Water  is  well  sheltered  from 
the  north  wind.  The  kind  of  ti-outing  to  be  had 
there  in  April  is  quite  distinct  from  that  in  vogue 
on  the  same  water  later  on.  A  Devonshire  man 
accustomed  only  to  wet  fly  will  often  do  well  in 
April,  fishing  down  stream  with  a  March  Brown, 
and,  if  the  water  be  coloured,  a  Soldier  Palmer  as 
bob.  Not  that  he  is  certain  to  do  so  always,  even 
in  April,  for  sometimes  no  fish  will  rise  for  hours 
however  carefully  you  may  fish  the  stickles.  Ar 
to  spotting  rising  fish,  as  you  must  do  in  July,  i 
is  generally  useless  to  look  for  rises  on  the  glides 
and  very  difficult  to  see  them  in  the  ripples  where 
it  is  best  to  fish. 

The  dry-fly  purist  would  find  his  occupation 
vei-y  cold  and  tedious  one.   He  might  spot  one  or 


two  rising  fish  in  sheltered  places  about  midday, 
but  meanwhile  his  less  "  pernickity "  brother- 
would  have  secured,  perhaps,  two  or  three  brace  of 
tidy  fish  by  the  ordinary  old-fashioned  method  of 
casting  down  stream,  and  working  his  two  flies 
gently  across  the  heads  of  little  runs.  It  is  just 
the  same  on  the  Plough  water,  at  Eynsford,  two 
miles  above,  which  will  be  open  May  1  or  before  ; 
and  no  doubt  on  most  trout  streams.^  which 
contain  suitable  rapids,  fish  can  be  had  in  early 
spring  far  better  by  wet  fly  than  dry.  Even 
on  the  sacred  classic  Test  the  big  trout  may 
be  occasionally  secured  in  rough  weather  by  this 
method.  It  is  so  in  May,  I  know  by  experience, 
and  no  doubt  in  April  it  is  the  same,  only  more  so. 
Yet  the  Test  is  much  better  suited  in  every  way 
for  dry  fly ;  and  it  is  thus  I  greatly  prefer  to  fish 
it.  To  return  to  our  early  spring,  there  are 
hundreds  of  rivers  in  Great  Britain  where  a  fly- 
fisher  of  only  moderate  skill  will  do  well  in  April 
or  May,  and  could  catch  scarcely  any  good  fish  in 
July  or  August.  One  of  the  objects  I  have  in 
writing  this  is  to  suggest  to  trout  fishers  that 
those  among  them  who  can  bear  rough  weather 
will  do  much  better  to  take  a  week  at  least  of 
their  holidays  among  the  streams  in  April  i  ather 
than  join  the  crowd  which  vainly  haunts  all 
trouty  waters  in  the  tourist  season. 

I  fancy  Axminster  and  Honiton  would  be  very 
good  centres  for  this  time  of  year,  forwhen  I  have 
fished  there  in  May  or  June  the  cry  has  always 
been,  "If  you  had  only  been  here  earlier  you 
would  have  done  still  better."  Further  afield, 
Budleigh  Salterton,  Dulverton,  Exeter,  Teign- 
mouth,  and  Totnes  all  yield  sport,  though  I 
must  confess  that  a  week  I  once  took  in  April 
near  Totnes  did  not  equal  my  expectation  s.  Still 
I  always  got  fish,  and  one  cannot  say  that  some- 
times in  sultry  August. 

As  to  tackle,  it  is  not  nearly  so  important  to 
have  the  exquisite  outfit  a  dry-fly  fisher  considers, 
to  be  essential.  A  five  guinea  split  cane,  with 
Moscrop  winch,  and  taper  line  ending  in  the 
finest  drawn,  and  000  hooked  fly  is  very  well,  and 
indeed  most  desirable  in  June,  or  later,  on  Test 
or  Itchen.  But  to  fish  the  Devon  streams,  the 
Scotch  burns,  or  the  wild  waters  of  Wales  or 
Cornwall  in  early  spring  a  10ft.  greenheart,  with 
ordinary  tackle,  is  amply  sufficient.  Use  eyed 
hook  flies  if  you  are  used  to  them,  but  have  a 
few  droppers  tied  ready  on  2in.  loops ;  for  you  do 
far  better  on  ripples  often  with  the  bob  than  with 
the  end  fly.  Use  no  drawn  gut,  but  fine  undrawn, 
and  mind  the  upper  part  of  your  collar  is  stout, 
for  the  wind  is  often  rough,  and  a  fine  gut  cast 
■will  double  back  if  cast  in  its  teeth.  In  Devon  I 
seldom  use  a  net;  its  absence,  in  climbing  fences 
and  making  one's  way  through  rough  country  m 
rough  weather  is  a  great  relief. 

It  is  very  seldom  the  fish  exceed  the  Mb.,  and 
that  size  needs  no  net,  if  on  undrawn  gut.  On 
Darentb  it  is  different,  for  the  fish  sometimes 
exceed  lib., and, besides,  are  comparatively  scarce, 
so  that  to  lose  one  is  a  greater  misfortune  than  in 
remoter  districts,  where  you  count  your  fish  by 
the  dozen  instead  of  by  the  brace.  One  advan- 
tage of  spring  fronting  is  that  you  get  your  fish 
all  through  the  day,  from  nine  till  six,  instead  of 
having  to  start  very  early,  and  return  late,  with 
many  a  Ashless  sultry  hour  between. 

J.  Paul  Taylor. 


THE  WASTED  ORCHARDS  OF 
ENGLAND. 


This  little  work  preserves  in  a  permanent  form 
a  series  of  articles  with  the  above  title,  written  by 
a  special  commissioner  of  the  Gardener's  Magazine. 
There  is  much  of  interest  in  his  account  of  the 
neglected  state  of  most  of  the  orchards  in  over  a 
score  of  the  principal  English  counties,  and  he 
does  not  hesitate  to  use  strong  language  in 
speaking  of  the  apathy  of  British  fruit  growers. 
While  giving  credit  where  it  is  due,  he  is  of 
opinion  that  many  of  the  orchards  he  has  inspected 
are  "  a  standing  disgrace  to  British  husbandry." 
Messrs.  W.  H.  and  L.  Collingridge  are  the 
publishers, 

The  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  glad 
to  hear  of  about  two  miles  of  good  trout  water 
(both  sides)  to  let  within  two  or  two  and  a  half 
hours  of  London. 
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SEA.  FISHING,  &c. 

To  a  bard  working  professional  man  the  question 
liow  to  spend  the  fortnight's  well-earned  rest  is, 
perhaps,  of  greater  importance  than  any  other. 
Accordingly,  for  many  months  this  holiday  of 
L896  had  been  debated,  and  was  almost  worn  to 
shreds  before  our  minds  were  finally  made  up. 
Having  each  of  us  a  decided  leaning  towards  sea 
fishing,  our  choice  of  occupation  was  soon  made, 
and  the  questions  were  how,  when,  and  where 
should  we  study  that  fascinating  art  ?  Then 
letters  were  written,  books  read,  tackle  made,  and 
early  in  September  we  were  ready  to  start  for  that 
charming  little  Cornish  village  on  the  Fowey 
Harbour,  Polruan.  Speaking  of  books,  I  am  bound 
to  pay  a  loving  tribute  to  that  most  delightful  of 
sporting  books,  "  Bickerdyke's  "  volume  in  the 
Badminton  series.  This  book  first  aroused  in  me 
the  passion  for  the  scientific  and  artistic  side  of 
sea  fishing,  and,  through  me,  my  friends.  We 
were  also  indebted  for  much  useful  and  practical 
knowledge  to  Wilcocks  and  Aflalo. 

All  our  tackle  was  home-made  which  could 
possibly  be  so,  even  to  the  leads,  over  which  we 
spent  a  rather  hot  evening  over  a  hotter  fire  in 
the  middle  of  this  very  hot  summer.  In  fact, 
things  were  so  hot  all  round  that  the  secretary 
had  to  leave  early.  Many  a  happy  hour  was  spent 
over  the  tackle,  and  much  money  was  saved,  and 
when  we  had  finished  we  had  a  plentiful  assort- 
ment of  hooks  to  gut  and  gimp,  gut  and  gimp 
traces  of  all  sizes  and  lengths,  leads,  booms,  floats, 
rubber  eels,  &c,  in  addition  to  the  tackle  we  had 
to  buy.  My  friends  had  Hardy's  short  bamboo 
sea  rods — serviceable  and  cheap — and  I  had  a 
strong  trolling  rod,  with  a  short,  stout,  third 
joint  and  a  brass  pulley  end,  both  made  for  me  by 
Messrs.  Frost,  of  Bristol.  I  fitted  up  this  rod 
myself  with  snake  rings,  and  swung  the  pulley  on 
a  loop  of  stout  brass  wire.  I  think  this 
swinging  arrangement  better  than  the 
fixed  pulley  of  Hardy's  rods,  as  with  the 
latter  the  line  chafes  when  running 
through  at  an  angle.  I  broke  this  rod 
in  two  places  by  trying  to  haul  up  a 
rock  in  thirty  fathoms  of  water.  I  was 
not  successful,  but  was  pleased  to  find 
the  rest  of  the  tackle  unh  armed.  We 
had  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores'  Tin. 
Nottingham  reels,  to  which  we  fitted 
brass  checks,  and  the  A.  and  NS.  sea 
lines,  tanned  (A  in  list),  also  Hardy's 
thirty  fathom  hand  lines,  which  were 
very  good,  but  rather  short  for  our  work. 

Well,  at  last  we  were  snug  in  the  mid- 
night mail  from  Bristol — the  treasurer, 
the  secretary,  and  the  president ;  alas ! 
the  chaplain,  the  only  remaining  member 
of  our  small  but  select  society,  was 
detained  at  the  last  moment,  and  an 
aching  void  was  left  in  our  breasts  which 
was  only  partially  filled  by  the  contents 
of  luncheon  baskets.  However,  we  grew 
less  careworn  and  more  yolithful  every 
moment  as  the  train  sped  south,  and  by 
the  time  we  could  get  our  first  sniff  of 
the  briny  at  Dawlish  we  were  as  exuberant 
as  schoolboys. 

After  a  very  good  journey  we  turned 
out  at  Liskeard  Station  at  five  o'clock  on  a 
Sunday  morning,  put  our  eleven  packages 
under  the  care  of  a  sleepy-eyed  porter,  and  started 
off  on  a  walking  tour.  The  quaint,  deserted,  old- 
world  town  seemed  dead  at  such  an  early  hour,  and 
our  steps  sounded  hollow  as  we  passed  through, 
lingering  now  and  again  by  the  beautiful  gardens, 
resplendent  with  begonias  so  fine  and  so  gorgeous 
as  to  put  to  shame  even  the  prize  flowers  of  our 
suburban  shows.  Soon  we  were  in  ferny  lanes, 
and  after  a  steady  tramp  of  five  miles  turned  off 
the  road,  over  gorse  and  heather,  to  gain  the  top 
of  Caradon.  From  the  side  of  the  hill  was  a 
splendid  view  of  hill  and  dale  and  distant  sea, 
but  the  top  was  hidden  in  a  cloud,  and  we  could 
atone  for  the  loss  of  the  view  only  by  the  flask  and 
weed  as  we  rested  on  a  tumulus  1200ft.  above 
the  sea.  Then  over  the  hog's-back  crest  and 
down  the  western  side  we  went,  until  we  made 
the  mineral  line.  Following  this  for  some  way 
we  got  over  a  granite  quarry,  and  were  close 
by  that  marvellous  natural  temple,  the  Cheese- 
wring,  sanctified  by  Borlase  and  the  older  anti- 
quaries into  remains  of  Druidical  worship.  After 
another  rest  we  turned  south  over  the  moorland 


and  were  soon  at  the  Hurlers,  three  rings  of 
upright  stones,  and  thence,  for  the  first  time  since 
■we  left  Liskeard  Station,  we  saw  signs  of  human 
life.  These  took  the  shape  of  an  old  man,  a 
church,  and  a  "pub."  Towards  the  latter  we 
hastened,  and  knocking  up  the  landlord,  in  answer 
to  his  question  if  we  were  "  bona  fide  travellers," 
informed  him  that  we  had  travelled  about  160 
miles  that  morning.  With  an  incredulous  smile 
he  let  us  in,  and  we  soon  found  that  shandy-gaff, 
although  probably  an  unusual  drink  at  8.30  on  a 
Sunday  morning,  nevertheless  went  down  exceed- 
ingly well.  We  were  soon  off  again,  passing  a 
grand  old  cross,  weather  beaten  but  erect,  which 
bore  a  strong  family  likeness  to  that  gray  land- 
mark among  the  Perran  sand  hills  on  the  North 
Cornish  Coast ;  steadily  on  through  St.  Cleer, 
with  its  remarkable  church,  and  holy  well,  and 
inscribed  stOne,  back  to  Liskeard  station  after  a 


fifteen  mile  walk.  At  the  station  we  were  met  by 
a  wagonette  and  a  pair  of  fine  horses  which 
trotted  with  us  and  our  baggage  up  and  down  the 
hills,  and  dropped  us  at  a  friend's  farmhouse  near 
Looe,  where  we  got  a  right  royal  welcome  and 
dinner.  We  drove  on  to  Looe  in  the  afternoon, 
and  by  seven  o'clock  started  on  the  last  stage  of 
our  journey.  We  trotted  up  hills  at  an  angle  of 
45°,  and  down  hills  at  an  angle  of  !»0°,  for  a  couple 
of  hours,  mostly  in  the  pitch  dark,  and  just  as  we 
were  expecting  to  drive  clean  over  the  cliffs  into 
the  sea,  which  we  could  hear  thundering  below  us, 
we  saw  the  lights  of  Fowey,  and  were  told  to  get 
down  and  walk.  In  a  few  minutes  we  were 
welcomed  at  our  cottage  in  Polruan,  and  were 
very  glad  to  get  there  safely.  Food,  pipes,  and 
toddy  closed  a  most  eventful  day,  and  a  long  and 
tiring  one,  beginning  with  the  hard  day's  work  of 
a,  busy  man,  and  lasting  about  thirty-eight  hours. 

The  next  morning  saw  us  down  in  the  harbour 
early,  making  the  acquaintance  of  the  skipper, 
t  in'  boy,  and  the  boat.  Of  our  skipper  I  dare  not 
say  much,  lest  my  praise  should  get  to  his  ears, 


and  he  is  modest  to  a  fault.  But  I  must  say  that 
he  is  every  inch  a  sailor  and  a  sportsman,  and 
though  utterly  fearless,  was  full  of  regard  for  our 
comfort  and  safety.  Fred,  the  boy,  was  a  good 
lad,  very  keen  on  sport  of  any  kind,  and  worked 
might  and  main  to  make  our  fishing  successful. 
The  Ernie  is  a  real  beauty,  a  20-ton  lugger,  with 
45ft.  beam,  rigged  as  a  cutter  for  mackerelling, 
decked  all  over,  with  roomy  cabin  and  hold. 
She  is  the  fastest  and  safest  boat  of  her  kind  in 
the  harbour,  and  we  had  plenty  of  room  to  knoc" 
about  in  her  as  much  as  we  liked. 

Each  day  aboard  the  Ernie  was  very  much  lik 
the  rest,  and  though  full  of  incident  and  excite 
ment  for  us,  the  interest  was  too  personal  to  bear 
narration  in  detail,  even  to  the  indulgent  readers 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette.  The  day  was  generally 
started  before  sunrise  by  the  president,  whose  sole 
aim  in  life  was  to  catch  a  monster  bass,  and  who 
every  day  had  two  or  three  hours'  fishing  in  the 
harbour  before  breakfast.  He  used  various  baits, 
mackerel,  squid,  launce,  fresh  and  salt  pilchard, 
on  every  kind  of  tackle,  from  the  professional 
rope,  with  a  shark  hook,  to  a  salmon  rod  and 
3yd3.  of  salmon  gut,  but  the  labrax  was  either 
absent  or  too  wily  for  a  raw  novice.  The  only 
comfort  was  that  no  bass  were  caught  in  the 
harbour  while  we  were  there.  After  breakfast  we 
were  aboard  and  out  of  the  harbour  by  10  o'clock, 
and  generally  spent  the  whole  day  at  sea,  return- 
ing in  time  for  dinner  at  7.30.  Dinner,  a  cigar, 
and  a  nightcap  left  us  so  heavy  eyed  that  we  were 
glad  to  get  to  bed  soon  after  9  o'clock.  One 
night  only  we  tried  a  game  of  "  poker,"  but  it  was 
a  miserable  failure,  as  we  were  all  too  sleepy  to 
known  a  "  straight  flush  "  from  a  "pair." 

On  the  second  day  of  our  visit  we  were  weather- 
bound, and  had  to  keep  to  the  harbour,  where 
we  fished  all  day  in  pelting  rain.    The  sport  was 
very  pool- — a  41b.  conger  on  the  end  of  the  rope 
and  a  few  good- sized  mackerel,  which 
gave  some  fun  on  the  salmon  rod,  with 
fine  gear  and  No.  7  hooks.    On  one  other 
day  we  could  not  get  out,  so  we  sailed  up 
the  river  as  far  as  Lerryn,  and  fished 
for  plaice,  but  did  not  catch  any.  We 
got  a "  hornybumper,"    however,  and 
finished  up  by  scraping  for  sand  eels  on 
the  banks   at  low  water.    The  sands 
were  alive  with  them,  and  we  got  as 
many  as  we   wanted  in  a  very  short 
time.     We  brought  them  home  in  a 
fishing  basket  towed  behind  the  boat ; 
but  they  were  much  injured  by  the 
scraper,  and   were   all   dead  by  next 
morning.  With  these  two  exceptions  we 
were  able  to  get  out  every  day  ;  but  not 
always  to  anchor,  for  during  the  whole 
fortnight  the   sou'-wester  was  blowing 
up  hard,  and  the  ground  sea  was  heavy, 
and  both   of   these    were  adverse  to 
fishing  at  anchor  as  soon  as  we  got  out 
of  the  shelter  of  the  Deadman.  We 
had  come  not  only  to  sea  fish,  but  also 
to  enjoy  ourselves  in  other  ways,  and  so 
when  we  could  not  anchor  we  trawled, 
and  when  we  could  not  trawl  we  sailed. 
These  sails  in  rough  weather  were  grand 
sport.    With  perfect  confidence  in  our 
boat  and  in  our  skipper,  we  did  not  much 
care  how  rough  the  wind  was  ;  how  often 
the  white-crested  waves  broke  over  us ; 
how  deep  the  lee  gunwhale  was  under ;  and,  flying 
along  with  two  reefs  in  the  mainsail,  we  felt  that 
life  was  worth  living.  We  took  the  trawl  out  twice, 
and  very  good  fun  it  was.     The  president,  by 
virtue  of  his  office  and  years,  was  entrusted  with 
one  of  the  ropes  which  held  the  beam.    He  held 
that  rope  too  long,  and  bang  went  the  trawl  to 
the  stern  of  the  boat,  sweeping  all  off  their  legs 
into  a  heap  by  the  tiller.    Then  what  a  grind  it 
was  hauling  up  110  fathoms  of  rope  with  a  few 
tons  of  starfish,  hermit  crabs,  and  sea  urchins  at 
the  end  of  it.    And  then,  when  at  last  the  trawl 
was  aboard,  we  went  for  that  net  like  boys,  and 
emptied  out  such  a  heap  of  treasures — molluscs 
and  crustaceans  of  all  kinds,  a  141b.  angel  fish,  a 
hake,  soles,  plaice,  lemon  soles,  dabs,  skate,  rays, 
thornbacks,   gurnets,   squid,  and   many  other 
kinds.    Of  course  they  all  went  back  again  except 
the  squid  and  the  flat  fish,  which  latter  were  all 
good  sized  fish.    It  would  be  a  good  plan  another 
time,  if  short  of  fresh  bait,  to  have  down  the 
trawl  for  a  couple  of  hours  before  getting  on  the 
marks,  so  as  to  ensure  a  supply  of  hermit  crabs 
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and    whelks.     We  all    considered  our  most 
memorable  day  to  be  the  one  on  which  we  went  to 
Looe  regatta.    We  sailed  down  in  70  minutes, 
and  anchored  under  the  lea  of  the  island  by  half- 
past  eleven.    After  watching  a  few  of  the  races, 
we  went  ashore  for  a  short  time,  had  lunch,  and 
proceeded  to  return  to  the  boat  in  our  little  punt, 
pulled  by  the  boy.    But  we  none  of  us  knew  the 
strength  of  the  racing  tide  between  the  island  and 
the  mainland,  for  this,  helped  by  the  wind,  tossed 
us  up  and  down  like  a  cockle  shell  and  threatened 
to  swamp  us  every  moment.    For  a  few  moments 
■we  were  more  solemn  than  we  thought  it  possible 
to  be,  and  measured  the  distance  to  the  rocks  in 
our  minds'  eyes.    The  skipper,  seeing  our  danger, 
shouted  at  us  to  keep  in  under  the  rocks,  and  after 
a  time  we  got  home.    Before  long  we  went  ashore 
again,  amused  ourselves  by  watching  a  capital 
canoe  race,  a  most  exciting  gig  and  punt  chase,  in 
which  the    wily   old    smuggler    in  the  punt 
played  with  H.M.S.  in  the  gig  as  long  as  he 
thought  proper,  and  then  got  caught,  saw  some 
pretty  fancy  swimming  and  diving  from  a  greasy 
pole  hanging  over  the  harbour,  and  finished  up 
with  a  splendid  dinner  at  the  hotel.    We  got 
aboard  again  by  7  o'clock,  but  the  wind  had  risen, 
and  the  driving  mist  and  rain  hid  the  island. 
The  skipper  was  a  little  upset  and  said,  for  our 
comfort,  that  it  was  blowing  a  gale  outside,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  get  out,  and  moreover  the 
anchor  might  drag,  and  then  we  should  be  on  the 
rocks  in  a  few  minutes.     We  were  in  a  tight 
place,  and  no  mistake,  we  even  began  to  feel 
solemn  again ;  but,  making  the  best  of  it,  we  let 
down  a  second  anchor,  sat  down,  brewed  some 
tea,  and  watehed.     By    10  o'clock  the  gale 
was    at    its  height,  but   there   was   no  sign 
of    dragging,  so   we   turned  in,   and  curling 
ourselves   up    in   the   bunks,  tried  to  sleep. 
Sound  sleep  was  impossible,  and  we  tossed  about 
until  3  a.m.,  when  we  were  glad  to  hear  the 
skipper  say  that  things  were  looking  better,  and 
we  might  make  a  start.    When  we  got  on  deck 
the  wind  had  dropped  and  the  mist  cleared ;  so, 
after  nearly  breaking  our  backs  over  the  anchors, 
we  left  that  place  with  our  blessing,  and  steered 
for  the  Eddystone.    By  the  time  we  were  clear  of 
the  Rennies  the  wind  had  almost  dropped  out  of 
existence,  and  our  journey  home  was  almost  a 
record  one,  taking  nearly  eight  hours.    It  was, 
nevertheless,  a  very  beautiful  journey,  quite  calm 
and  still,  except  for  those  strange  weird  noises 
one  always  hears  in  the  dead  of  night.    As  dawn 
appeared,  and  the  sky  over  Plymouth  grew 
lighter,  ghostly  visitors— great  birds  of  dusky 
grey,  more  easy  to  hear  than  to  see — a  porpoise 
blowing  a  little  way  off,  but  not  in  sight  ^the 
creaking  of  the  rigging  and  the  "  brimming  "  m 
the  water  with  each  turn  of  the  rudder,  all  made 
a  picture  we  shall  not  easily  forget.    We  tried  to 
shorten  the  time  by  singing  snatches  of  "The 
Ancient  Mariner,"  as  being  most  appropriate  to 
the  occasion,  but  we  were  all  glad  to  get  home  at 
last. 

Our  first  fishing  day  was  spent  on  the  whiting 
grounds,  where  we  landed  eight  dozen  whiting, 
several  gurnard  and  other  fish,  and  a  dory,  not  to 
mention  dogs,  of  which  we  caught  at  least  one  for 
every  other  fish.  These  small  sharks  added  injury 
to  insult  by  nipping  off  our  hooks,  for  we  had 
followed  "  Bickerdyke's  "  advice,  and  were  using 
gut  tackle.  But  Fred  avenged  us  by  twisting  off 
their  heads  with  one  turn  of  his  wrist,  and  flinging 
them  back  into  their  native  element.  After  losing 
a  dozen  or  so  hooks  we  concluded  that  gimp  would 
be  better,  and  after  that  lost  no  more  hooks. 

Being  amateur  sea  fishers  of  the  up-to-date 
variety,  we  insisted  on  using  rods,  but  soon  found 
tbat  even  sea  rods  have  their  limitations  in  use, 
and  that  itwas  no  easy  job  to  wind  in  thirty  fathoms 
of  line  on  a  7in.  reel,  with  a  Hlb.  weight  at  one 
end  of  the  line  and  a  10ft.  rod  at  the  other,  and  then 
to  get  a  couple  of  dogs  for  our  pains.  The  game 
is  not  worth  the  candle.  However,  we  stuck 
manfully  to  our.  rods  for  a  long  time,  and  then 
found  out  that  the  reel  lines  could  be  handled  quite 
easily,  far  more  easily  without  than  with  rods. 
We  came  to  the  conclusion  that  in  bottom  fishing 
in  deep  water,  where  the  tide  runs  strong,  and 
heavy  leads  are  requisite,  and  where  the  fish  run 
to  no  great  size,  hand-lining  is  far  easier  work, 
and  is  quite  as  efficacious  as  rod  fishing.  We 
tried  various  rigs,  and  found  the  following  home- 
made revolving  boom  the  most  serviceable.  Cut 
two  pieces  of  stout  brans  wire,  24in.  and  30in. 


respectively.  On  the  24in.  wire  bend  back  two 
loops,  one  7in.  the  other  3in.,  and  bend  the  ends 
round  so  as  to  make  safety  pin  catches.  This 
forms  the  upright,  round  which  the  boom 
revolves,  and  cylindrical  leads  are  slipped  over 
the  7in.  loop,  and  caught  with  a  very  strong 
brass  wire  safety  pin  (a).  Then  bend  back  one 
end  of  the  longer  wire  for  2in.,  form  a  safety  pin 
catch  (b),  and  bend  down  the  loop  at  an  angle  of 
45°,  12in.  from  this  loop  bend  the  wire  round  the 
upright  wire  between  the  loops  for  a  couple  of 
turns  (c),  continue  it  upwards  for  2iin.,  take  two 
more  turns  round  (d),  and  bring  the  end  down  to 
join  the  horizontal  wire  (e).  If  the  turns  are 
made  neatly  the  boom  will  revolve  very  freely, 
quite  freely  enough  for  the  tide  to  take  oft  the 
trace.  We  got  quite  skilled  at  working  with 
nippers  and  pliers,  and  besides  booms  turned  out 
a  quantity  of  double  safety  pins,  for  joining 
traces  on  to  running  line  (/),  and  hooks  for 
swivels. 

The  Pollack  rocks  were  near  the  wnitmg 
grounds,  but  we  found  them  very  difficult  to  hit 
off  exactly.  We  made  several  attempts,  and  once 
got  so  near  as  to  let  down  the  anchor  m 
seventeen  fathoms,  probably  on  the  top  of  the 
rock,  but  when  the  cable  was  out  we  were  fishing  m 
twenty-seven  fathoms.  Under  the  circumstances 
it  was  possible  to  try  for  these  fine  sporting  fish 
from  anchor  alone,  as  our  boat  was  too  large  tor 
whiffing  round  the  rocks,  and  the  weather  was  too 
bad  for  the  punt  to  be  taken.  Once  the  president 
thought  he  had  a  big  pollack.  A  big  tug,  a  slack 
line,  and  then  a  very  heavy  strain  sent  his  heart 
into  his  mouth,  and,  shouting  for  gaffs,  landing 
net,  and  boat  hook  he  reeled  in  several  fathoms 
slowly  and  with  great  effort,  trying  to  keep  the 
fish  from  weeding.  Suddenly  the  line  went  slack, 
the  heart  descended  to  its  proper  place  and  made 
way  for  words  which  need  not  be  repeated,  and  on 
reeling  in  a  brilliant  blue  and  orange  rock  fish 
was  landed  with  his  dorsal  fin  in  shreds  and  the 
marks  of  a  shark's  teeth  right  across  his  sides. 
That  afternoon  two  sharks,  4ft.  or  5ft.  long,  were 
caught,  one  on  each  side  of  us.  Considering  that 
the  wrasse  had  gorged  a  No.  1  Limerick  hook  on 
gut,  there  was  not  much  chance  of  hooking  the 
sli3ji*k 

The  expedition  which  caused  us  most  irritation 
was  when,  after  anchoring  on  the  pollack  marks 
and  dragging,  we  sailed  west  for  Mevagissey  Bay 
and  anchored  under  the  lee  of  the  Deadman  m 
smooth  water.  We  were  within  hailing  distance 
of  an  old  man  in  a  punt  who  kept  on  hauling  in 
mackerel  as  fast  as  he  could  all  the  afternoon,  while 
we  did  not  get  a  nibble.  Probably  he  had  the  right 
bait  and  we  had  not.  Another  reason  for  our 
failure  was  that  we  were  deprived  of  the  valuable 
advice  of  our  skipper,  who  curled  himself  up  on 
the  jib  sheets  in  the  bows  and  had  a  long  sound 
sleep.  He  said  he  had  had  a  good  ten  hours  the 
night  before  but  wanted  to  "  bottle  some  down  foi 
use  in  the  winter." 

Out  of  the  eleven  days  we  had  on  the  water, 
two  were  spent  in  the  harbour,  on  two  we  trawled, 
one  day  we  spent  at  Looe,  and  on  two  we  dragged 
anchor,  so  that  we  only  had  four  days'  fishing  at 
anchor,  and  even  then  the  pitching  was  so  great 
that  it  was  impossible  to  fish  with  any  comfort. 

There  is  no  doubt  that,  as  regards  both  the 
number  and  the  size  of  the  fisb,  our  sport  was 
remarkably  poor,  and  it  is  equally  without  doubt 
that  never  did  three  men  have  a  cheaper,  a, 
healthier,  and  a  more  enjoyable  holiday  than  did 
we  three— the  Treasurer,  the  Secretary,  and 

The  President 
Mem. — All  expenses,  including  boat,  men,  inost 
comfortable  lodgings,  board,  cigars,  spirits,  a 
magnum  of  "  Mum,"  wagonnette  and  pair,  dinner 
at  Looe,  railway  fares,  and  everything  else,  were 
under  £0  a  head. 


TROUTING  IN  SCOTLAND. 


The  great  body  of  trout  anglers  on  the  Scotch 
side  of  the  Border  do  not  as  a  rule  commence 
operations  till  the  balmy  days  of  April  are  well 
established.  March  is  not  to  be  depended  on.  It 
is  a  blustering  month  at  the  best,  and,  according 
to  meteorological  observations,  more  snow  falls 
during  March  in  the  North  and  East  of  Scotland 
than  during  any  other  month  of  the  winter  season. 
Of  course,  the  lengthening  day  prevents  its  accu- 
mulation, and  it  melts  usually  as  soon  as  it  touches 


the  earth.    The  present  season  fully  verifies  the 
observations  of  the  meteorologists  as  to  the 
character  of  March.    The  hills  have  been  under  a 
mantle  of  white  during  the  whole  of  its  regime. 
And  even  April  has  been  borrowing  extensively  its 
arctic  character,  for  only  on  Saturday  last  the 
Braemar  Curling  Club  had  a  turn  at  the  '  roar- 
in°> "  came  in  an  atmosphere  twenty  degrees  below 
freezing  point,  and  on  a  considerable  sheet  of  ice. 
What  fly  could  be  expected  to  rise  under  these 
conditions !     The  March  Brown  is  an  early  fly, 
and  is  often  in  slight  force,  i.e  ,  for  an  hour  or  so, 
on  a  favourable  February  afternoon ;  but  it 
does  not  afford  continuous  feeding  till  April 
is    well    advanced,   the    temperature    of  the 
air  and  water   constantly  in    the  ascendant, 
and  then  the  trout  commence  to  put  on  then- 
royal  coat  of  fat  and  come  to  the  surface  to  play. 
In  some  early  parts  of  the  Don,  Deveron,  and 
Findhom,  trout  are  in  fairly  good  condition,  and 
keen  on  the  rise,  all  through  the  latter  part  of 
March  in  an  average  season,  and  afford  splendid 
sport  by  April  1.    These  fish  are  never  very  much 
out  of  condition  at  any  time ;  and  have  abun- 
dance of  rich  bottom  feeding  all  through  the 
winter    On  the  other  hand,  where  the  streams 
are  directly  mountain  fed,  and  where  there  is 
little  or  no  bottom  feeding,  where  the  fish  depend 
for  their  first  and  main  fattening  upon  the  fly, 
it  is  well  into  May,  and  even  the  early  days  of 
June,  before  fario  can  be  said  to  be  in  prime  con- 
dition, and  acceptable  as  a  breakfast  delicacy. 
The  dry  fly  has  not  taken  on,  m  the  North  of 
Scotland,  at  least.    In  some  of   the  southern 
streams  it  is  not  such  a  stranger ;  but  m  the  north 
it  is  practically  mm  est  as  an  angling  lure.  1 
have  seen  it  worked,  and  with  excellent  results, 
on  the  Dee,  but  only  on  one  solitary  occasion,  in 
the  course  of  my  wanderings  by  the  riverside, 
extending  over  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

There  are  two  modes  of  fishing  for  trout  in 
vo<me.  The  more  common  is  down  stream,  and 
the  less  common,  but  more  successful  method  of 
up-stream  angling,  which,  however,  is  gaining 
ground  every  year.  Probably  the  down-stream 
system  is  easier,  requires  less  skill,  and  to  the  tyro 
is  certain  of  some  sport,  whereas  the  up-stream 
angler  requires  patience  to  acquire  the  art,  more 
skill  in  casting  the  fly,  and  is  most  commonly 
practised  when  the  river  is  low  and  clear  by  the 
expert  who  is  bent  on  overcoming  adverse  con- 
ditions of  wind  and  water  which  have  driven  the 
down-stream  angler  off  the  river  with  an  empty 

Probably  on  this  side  of  the  Border  trout  are 
not  so  educated  as  on  the  other  side,  are  more 
plentiful,  and  accordingly  their  ways  require  less 
studying  and  much  less  circumventing  than  those 
in  the  chalky  streams  of  the  South  and  West  of 

England.  _,        ,    ,  -, 

Given  a  brownish  water  after  a  day  s  ram,  and 
slightly  on  the  fall,  and  with  a  flight  of  March 
Browns,  Hare's  Lug,  and  Professor  or  a  Green- 
well's  Glory,  the  angler  in  search  ot  a  basket  ot 
early  spring  trout  sallies  out  to  the  riverside. 
Should  he  have  stocking  waders,  he  is  not  needing 
to  miss  an  inch  of  water,  but  may  go  whipping  on 
from  top  to  bottom  of  the  water,  only  coming  to 
bank  to  grass  a  half-pounder  or  so  when  he  comes 
across  him  or  anything  larger.    Less  than  boz.  he 
will  manage  to  reel  in  and  unhook  where  he 
stands,  and  after  a  little  practice  it  is  wonderful 
how  few  fish  he  will  lose  m  the  course  of  his 
whole  day's  operations.    When  the  banks  are  not 
too  high  or  impassable,  waders  may  be  dispensed 
with  and  the  stream  fished  after  the  same  manner . 
from  the  shingle  and  stones  along  the  water  side. 
The  cast  is  made  across,  but  rather  down  stream, 
and  the  flies  allowed  to  float  round  when  they  are 
pulled  in  a  yard  or  so  preparatory  to  another 
throw.    A  boil  on  the  surface  near  where  the  cai  1 1 
floats  with  the  current,  or  at  the  edge  of  a  stream, 
or  in  front  of,  or  at  the  side  of,  a  stone,  proclaims 
a  rise  and  probably  a  hold.    A  slight  turn  oi  the 
wrist  is  quite  sufficient  to  strike  home  the  barb,  as 
the  fish  usually  hooks  itself    Then  a  fairly  tight 
line  for  a  minute  or  two,  and  then  fario  succumbs, 
and  is  drawn  into  the  creel     The  rod  is  usually 
ISft  lone  and  double-handed.    For  the  smaller 
SaiTa^taglAanded  rod  of  from  loft,  to  12ft. 
is  the  recognised  weapon  ;  but  these  are  more  in 
demand  by  experts  than  the  average  trout  angler. 
Greenheart  is  the  favourite  wood,  varnished  and 
mounted   with   the  clearest  brass  fitting.  II 
seldom  strikes  the  trout  angler  that  a  stained 
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rod  and  lainp-blackened  mountings  would  cause 
le3s  reflection  as  he  throws  his  line  across  the 
crystal  stream,  and  really,  after  all,  his  method 
of  making  a  basket  scarcely  requires  such  niceties. 
He  moves  along  a  few  yards  at  every  cast,  work- 
in?  on  the  principle  that  if  fario  means  to  bite  he 
will  vise  there  and  then  as  soon  as  the  fly  crosses 
his  watery  vision. 

To  a  casual  observer  the  angler  looks  like  a 
disciple  of  the  chuck-and-chance-it  school;  but 
he  is  far  from  that.  Although  covering  the  water 
at  a  rapid  rate,  he  has  his  eyes  about  him.  Every 
flat  he  comes  to  is  carefully  searched.  He  knows 
the  spots  on  which  to  bestow  his  attention.  If  his 
first  few  fish  have  been  got  in  the  streams,  he 
there  and  then  confines  his  attention  to  these 
parts,  and  makes  his  basket  from  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  should  he  find  the  trout  on  the 
shallows  or  in  the  deeper  parts  of  the  stream, 
these  will  respectively  have  his  attention.  The 
same  water  may  be,  and  often  is,  gone  over  twice 
in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  according  to  its 
length ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  should  there  be 
miles  of  it  in  front  of  him,  he  will  go  till  night  or 
tiredness  puts  an  end  to  his  labours. 

When  the  trout  are  not  on  the  rise,  from  causes 
of  temperature  or  otherwise,  it  is  sheer  nonsense 
to  persevere  whipping  the  stream  in  vain.  If  they 
will  nob  come  to  the  fly  within  the  first  half  hour 
or  so,  or  after  a  likely  bit  of  water  has  been 
gone  over,  then  a  thorough  change  in  the  lure  is 
advisable. 

For  this  purpose  the  Phantom  or  the  worm  may 
be  put  up,  and,  unless  in  sultry  weather,  it  is 
seldom  that  either  the  one  or  the  other  will 
entirely  fail  to  bring  some  sport. 

Up-stream  fishing  would  be  more  practised  if  it 
were  better  known  ;  but  old  customs  die  hard,  and 
the  custom  of  angling  with  the  stream  has  become 
a  sort  of  second  nature  with  the  Scotch  trout 
angler.  We  admit  a  sneaking  preference  for  it 
yet,  on  account  of  early  training,  which  was  all 
down  stream.  Yet  our  best  successes  with  fario 
have  been — in  small,  clear  waters — got  by  fishing 
up  stream,  and  to  it  we  are  now  wedded,  after 
a  hard  struggle  at  the  initiation.  It  was  the 
clear  water  worm  angling  up  stream  which  first 
drew  our  attention  to  the  advantages  of  up  stream 
angling  with  the  fly.  Some  years  ago  we  essayed 
a  day.  on  the  Don  by  way  of  variation  from  its 
sister  stream,  the  Dee.  It  was  the  month  of 
July.  We  worked  the  worm  up  stream,  which  we 
had  always  done  in  small  clear  waters,  when  first 
we  were  taken  to  the  riverside,  some  thirty  years 
ago,  if  not  more— we  had  fished  before  then,  but 
were  only  reckoned  anglers  when  we  were  per- 
mitted to  accompany  our  angling  parent  during 
his  weekly  half  holiday,  which  was  spent  from 
one  year's  end  to  the  other,  either  on  the  Don  or 
the  Dee,  in  the  constant  search  for  trout.  As 
lil>erty  had  to  be  asked  to  fish  for  salmon  or  sea 
trout,  our  operations  were  confined  to  what  we 
were  born  to  believe  were  strictly  within  our 
rights — free  trout  fishing.  On  this  day  on  the 
Don,  our  bag  of  worms  suddenly  disappeared. 
Being  in  a  difficulty,  alL  the  arguments  in 
fivoar  of  up-stream  angling  suddenly  pre- 
sented themselves,  and  we  rigged  up  a  flight 
of  gnats  with  a  midge — all  black — and  com- 
menced in  the  same  bent  posture,  and  after 
the  same  careful  manner  as  with  the  worm,  to 
pick  the  trout  off  the  shallows  faster  and  with 
li38  trouble  than  before.  It  is  scarcely  credible  to 
the  initiated  that  such  plump  lumps  of  trout 
could  actually  find  swimming  space  in  the  small 
ripple  of  water,  they  are  usually  to  be  found  in  a 
small  summer  water. 

But  up-stream  fishing  is  of  the  utmost  advan- 
tage where  the  water  is  limited,  and  where  the 
angler  wishes  to  make  the  most  of  his  opportu- 
nities both  in  going  and  coming.  It  cannot  be 
well  accomplished  without  wading.  The  cast  is 
first  made  at  the  side  and  with  shortened  line. 
Then  a  few  yards  farther  out  and  up,  the  cast 
being  considered  spent  when  the  flies  are-  slightly 
bslow  the  angler.  The  cast  is  made  more  across 
than  up,  and  the  rod  brought  to  the  perpendicular 
as  the  flies  float  down.  Being  behind  the  fish  is 
an  advantage  in  striking  as  well  as  in  not  being  so 
readily  seen  ;  but  the  greatest  advantage  the  up- 
stream system  has  been  to  us  is  that,  blow  the 
wind  as  it  likes,  we  can,  by  this  change  of  tactics, 
almost  fish  in  the  teeth  of  a  gale  and  make  a 
basket  to  boot. 

Besides  the  March  Brown,  the  Hare's  Lug,  and 


Professor,  already  mentioned  along  with  Green- 
well's  Glory,  the  Red  and  Black  Quills,  Lord 
Saltoun,  Red  and  Black  Palmers,  Red  Spinner, 
Bunbee,  Watson's  Fancy,  and  a  number  of  other 
excellent  combinations  all  follow  in  each  other's 
wake.  For  Scotch  flies  for  trout  angling,  Malloch, 
Perth,  probably  has  a  better  knowledge  than  any 
other  living  authority.  Garden,  Aberdeen,  and 
Laing,  Aberdeen,  are  probably  as  safe  men  to 
consult  as  any  in  the  trade  ;  but  as  each  locality 
has  its  own  local  flies,  approved,  and  sold  by  its 
own  local  men,  anglers  need  not  trouble  much 
about  their  flies  for  spring  or  early  summer  work, 
at  least  till  they  are  within  sight  of  their  water. 

G.  M. 


THE   AMERICAN  FISHERIES 
SOCIETY. 


The  American  Fisheries  Society  is  an  institu- 
tion which  has  no  counterpart  in  this  country. 
It  is  a  fairly  venerable  institution,  too,  as  last 
year  it  held  its  twenty-fifth  annual  meeting  in 
New  York,  the  transactions  at  which  have  been 
published  in  that  complete  form  only  affected  by 
American  societies.  Though  it  does  not  appear 
from  these  that  the  society  as  a  body  carries  on 
fish  culture,  it  is  evident  many  of  its  members 
are  actively  interested,  officially  or  otherwise,  in 
that  pursuit,  and  a  number  of  papers  dealing  with 
its  various  phases  were  read  and  discussed  at  the 
meeting.  Among  these  may  be  mentioned  as 
most  interesting  to  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  one  by  Mr.  Fred  Mather,  superintendent 
of  the  State  Fishery  at  Long  Island,  on  "  Natural 
Food  for  Trout  Fry."  From  this,  and  the  discus- 
sion upon  it,  it  would  appear  that  liver  fed  trout 
are  neither  appreciated  nor  very  mai-ketable  in  New 
York,  and  on  the  other  hand  Mr.  Mather,  after 
experiments,  is  inclined  to  characterise  as  humbug 
certain  theories  recently  advanced  as  to  the 
successful  breeding  of  natural  insect  food  from 
cowdung  and  other  similar  material.  The 
president  of  the  society  incidentally  spoke  of  the 
attention  paid  in  this  country  and  in  Germany 
to  fish  culture,  and  alluded  to  Mr.  Armistead's 
book,  "  The  Angler's  Paradise,''  as,  in  his  opinion, 
one  of  the  best  books  on  fish  culture  that  has 
been  published.  The  society  numbers  some  260 
members,  and  appears  to  carry  on  its  business 
with  financial  success  on  a  subscription  of  two 
dollars.  Mr.  A.  Nelson  Cheney,  the  State  fish 
culturist,  is  its  corresponding  secretary,  and  he 
contributed  a  paper  "  Concerning  the  Work  of 
the  Fisheries,  Game,  and  Forest  Commission," 
the  extended  report  of  which  has  just  been 
published  in  a  handsome  volume  with  many 
coloui-ed  plates  of  sporting  fishes  and  otherwise 
artistically  embellished. 


THE  BICYCLE  AND  THE  ROD. 


It  would  be  strange  if  the  universal  wheel, 
which  has  revolutionised  so  many  aspects  of  social 
life,  had  not  left  its  mark  on  angling,  and  as  a 
matter  of  fact  it  has  in  many  places  had  a  very 
noticeable  effect.  Not  a  few  North-country 
anglers  combine  the  wheel  and  the  reel  very 
judiciously.  To  run  a  few  miles  with  the  rod  in 
an  evening,  fish  an  hour  or  two  at  the  most 
effective  part  of  the  day,  and  spin  back  home 
about  lamp-time,  is  becoming  a  common  thing. 
Night  fishers,  too,  hitherto  often  detei'red  by  the 
long  tramp  home  at  midnight,  find  a  new  pleasure 
in  the  pursuit  by  reason  of  the  handy  bicycle 
which  can  be  left  at  the  nearest  farmhouse  or  inn. 
The  angling  bicyclist  is  independent  of  time  and 
trains.  He  can  go  long  distances  to  waters 
hitherto  debarred  except  to  those  who  could  afford 
to  hire  the  expensive  trap,  and  his  journeys  there 
and  back,  instead  of  being  tedious,  are  an  added 
pleasure. 

The  possibilities  of  the  bicycle  in  this  direction 
were  first  brought  home  to  me  as  I  was  pedalling 
gently  along  between  West  Hartlepool  and  Seaton 
Carew.  A  scorcher  came  past  me  like  the  wind — 
if  I  had  not  known  that  about  thirty  miles  an 
hour  was  the  maximum  speed  I  could  have  sworn 
he  was  going  fifty — and  as  he  flew  past  I  per- 
ceived that  he  had  a  trout  rod.  Where  was  he  oil' 
to  ?  Why,  going  at  that  speed  the  trout  waters 
of  the  Tees  were  within  his  reach  in  little  over  an 
hour,  and  in  considerably  less  time  than  he  could 


have  reached  them  by  train  on  the  jog-trot  North 
Eastern  Railway.  As  I  rode  I  pondered,  and  the 
result  was  that  when  I  reached  home  I  purchased 
a  ticket  of  a  local  Angling  Association  whose 
lowest  waters  were  about  seven  miles  from  my 
home — waters  which  I  calculated,  from  the  sparse- 
ness  of  the  population  about  them,  must  be  pretty 
well  stocked  with  trout,  seeing  that  they  were 
beyond  the  probable  circuit  of  the  town  poacher 
and  only  liable  to  be  fished  with  the  worm  in 
floods  by  a  neighbom-ing  labourer  or  two.  My 
anticipations  were  realised,  and  thanks  to  the 
bicycle  I  had  a  nice  little  preserve  to  my  own  rod 
for  the  best  months  in  the  years  1895-6  and  hope 
to  have  again.  For  purely  selfish  reasons  I  do  not 
specify  the  exact  locality. 

There  is  a  great  pleasure  in  combining  the  two 
sports.  The  bicyclist  enjoys  something  of  the 
"  one  crowded  hour  of  glorious  strife  "  of  the  poet, 
for  he  can  have  many  adventures  in  a  little  time, 
and  seems  to  have  gone  through  a  good  deal  in  an 
hour  when  he  looks  back  on  it.  The  dog  which 
threatened  to  upset  him,  the.  flock  of  sheep  which 
he  rides  through  with  a  wary  eye,  the  many 
moments  when  he  has  to  decide  on  his  course  of 
action  in  a  fraction  of  a  second;  these  and 
innumerable  other  possibilities  of  peril  are  the 
life  and  soul  of  cycling.  Often  when  I  ran  out  to 
what  I  called  "  my  water,"  it  seemed  to  me  to  be 
incredible  that  after  all  I  had  only  been  forty 
minutes  on  the  road  when  I  remembered  all  the 
incidents  of  the  spin. 

One  thing  I  am  bound  to  admit — fishing  para- 
phernalia and  the  bicycle  do  not  fit  vei'y  well 
together.  A  rod  and  a  bag  are  easily  enough 
managed  ;  if  need  be  the  rod  can  be  tied  under  the 
saddle  and  handle  bar,  on  the  under-side  of  the 
frame.  But  when  it  comes  to  a  capacious  wooden 
creel,  waders,  brogues,  rod  and  net — well,  they 
are  impracticable.  Even  returning  with  only  a 
creel,  holding  some  81b.  or  91b.  of  trout,  I  found  it 
to  be  prolific  of  painful  jolts  arousing  a  conviction 
that  some  other  method  must  be  hit  upon.  With 
a  little  trouble  I  discovered  a  decent  cottager's 
wife  who  for  a  trifling  consideration  allowed  me 
to  leave  my  rod  and  net,  waders  and  brogues, 
creel,  and  tackle  book  in  her  care,  and  I  must  say 
the  good  soul  attended  to  my  instructions  as  to 
turning  the  waders  inside  out  when  they  were  dry 
outside,  and  other  little  matters,  with  religious 
vigilance.  A  waterproof  bag  answered  well  for 
bringing  my  fish  home. 

One  morning  early  in  May,  after  a  particularly 
delightful  spin  on  the  wheel,  for  the  air  was  rather 
on  the  keen  side,  the  mountain  tops  having  a 
touch  of  fresh  snow  on  them,  the  sun  shone  out 
warmly,  and  the  birds  were  singing  as  1  strolled 
down  to  the  water  after  donning  the  waders  and 
tieing  up  the  rod.  The  beck — for  it  was  hardly 
big  enough  to  call  a  river — was  bright  and  clear. 
At  one  or  two  points  there  were  rather  long  walks, 
perhaps  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  between  the  streams, 
but  the  streams  were  turbulent  and  lengthy,  and 
many  of  them  afforded  an  hour's  fishing.  I  was 
provided  with  a  particularly  nice  sample  of 
creepers,  and  with  a  supplementary  supply  of 
well  scoured  worms  in  case  the  creeper  did  not 
take  very  well,  the  season  being  rather  early,  on 
account  of  the  low  night  temperature,  for  thai 
branch  of  the  sport  It  was  now  11  a.m. : 
"  'Twas  a  day  of  cloudless  skies, 
When  the  trout  neglects  to  rise, 
And  in  vaiu  the  angler  siylis. 
For  a  bite," 

I  murmured ;  adding  inwardly,  "  Much  dear  old 
Calverley  knew  about  it !  "  At  the  end  of  an 
hour,  however,  I  did  not  feel  so  cocksure.  The 
first  stream  was  generally  good  for  five  or  six 
trout,  for  although  short  it  was  lively,  and  ran 
into  a  deep  pool  overhung  by  an  oak,  which  pool 
held  a  large  stock  of  trout  that  loved  to  run  up 
the  stream  in  search  of  the  larva3  of  the  Stone  Fly. 
On  this  occasion  two  nibbles  was  all  it  yielded, 
and  two  mangled  creepers  all  I  had  to  show  for 
them. 

I  suppose  every  angler  has  at  some  time  found 
the  trout  in  a  wrong-headed  mood,  doing  those 
things  they  ought  not  to  do,  and  going  contrary 
to  their  customary  use  and  wont.  So  it  was  on 
this  occasion.  The  month  was  May,  the  waters 
were  clear,  the  sun  shone  hotly,  everything,  in 
short,  was  auspicious — they  ought  to  have  taken 
the  creeper  and  they  would  not.  They  seemed  to 
say  "  No  creeper,  thanks !  We  don't  mind  a 
worm  if  you  will  allow  us  to  take  it  iu  our  own 
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way."  And  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  only  caught  one 
with  the  creeper,  and  the  rest  all,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  took  the  worm  on  the  Stewart  in  the 
pick  of  the  creeper  water,  namely,  just  in  the 
rough  and  tumbly  water  at  the  head  of  the 
streams.  The  rest  of  the  streams  seemed  deserted  ; 
the  heads  seemed  to  have  got  all  the  fish  in  the 
river.  It  was  a  unique  experience  for  me,  and 
another  curious  thing  was  that  when  I  gave  up 
at  4  p.m.  I  had  the  most  evenly  sized  lot  of  fish  I 
ever  took— twenty-three,  weighing  8^1b.  Shortly 
before  4  o'clock  they  stopped  dead,  and  I  was  not 
surprised  when  a  cloud  came  over,  and  a  cold 
blast,  iced  by  the  snowy  hill-tops,  sprang  up.  As 
luck  would  have  it  this  was  the  very  wind  I  would 
have  wished  for,  for  it  blew  on  my  back  and  made 
the  spin  home  on  my  Humber  a  delicious  ending 
to  a  very  pleasant  day.  Wheeler. 


THE  THAMES  SWANS. 


We  are  glad  to  hear  that  the  efforts  of  the 
Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  to  obtain 
the  removal  of  the  barren  swans  during  at  least 
a  portion  of  the  coarse  fish  spawning  season  have 
been  crowned  with  success,  thanks  finally  to  Mr. 
Walter  Emden,  J.P.,  L.C.C.,  and  the  Central 
Association.  The  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  M.P., 
Mr.  Ernest  Flowers,  M.P.,  Mr.  Harry  Lawson, 
L.C.C.,  and  many  other  gentlemen  pressed  the 
matter  forward,  and  all  equally  deserve  the  thanks 
of  anglers.  Although  it  is  too  late  to  hope  for 
the  removal  of  ducks  belonging  to  private  persons 
from  the  river  this  season,  the  matter  is  not  to  be 
lost  sight  of,  and  if  the  conservancy  have  no  power 
at  present,  as  alleged,  to  cause  their  removal, 
endeavours  will  be  made  to  induce  them  to  pass  a 
bye-law  enabling  them  hereafter  to  do  so. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

jfiffi-  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Bunstan's  Rouse,  Fetter-lane,  London 

SPECIAL  NOTICE -GOOD  FRIDAY. 

Will  River  Reporters  please  send  Reports  to 
reach  the  Office,  St.  Danstan's  House,  Fetter- 
lane,  E.C.,  marked  "  River  Reports,"  by  Wed- 
nesday evening  next,  as  the  "  Fishing  Gazette," 
for  April  17  will  he  published  a  day  earlier  in 
consequence  of  the  holidays. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The 
weather  thia  morning  (Wednesday)  indicates  it  becoming 
"  milder  and  unsettled,"  and  during  the  night  there  has 
been  a  quantity  of  rain.  There  has  not  been  a  very  good 
start  of  the  trout  fishing  season,  and  with  the  exception  of 
a  small  fish  at  Teddington,  the  only  portion  that  has  dis- 
tinguished itself  as  regards  results  has  been  Staines,  under 
the  pilotage  of  that  energetic  fisherman,  Charles  Hone, 
and  the  new  member  of  the  committee  of  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  of 
Brentford,  who  not  only  got  the  first  trout  of  the  season  on 
the  second  day,  but  followed  up  his  succcis  on  the  follow- 
ing day  with  the  capture  of  two  more  fish.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  as  to  the  fisherman's  craft  in  carefully  watching 
the  feeding  of  the  trout  and  piloting  his  clients  to  their 
whereabouts.  In  every  way  I  have  always  found  Hone  a  very 
useful  and  intelligent  fisherman,  and  on  several  occasions  has 
reported  to  me  matters  requiring  attention,  which  I  have 
successfully  carried  out  in  the  interest  of  the  Thames. 
There  are  others  with  whom  I  have  also  been  in  constant 
touch,  and  have  largely  assisted  me  in  the  work,  and  1 
now  thank  them  leirtily  for  it.— B. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes 

on  Tuesday  :  "The  weather  has  been  so  cold,  and  the 
weirs  drawn,  we  have  not  done  anything  here  at  present. 
I  fear  we  shall  not  do  anything  till  we  get  a  change  in  the 
weather,  as  with  a  cold  north-easterly  wind  no  one  comes 
to  fish. "— B  ^ 

 (Staines).— I  had  a  wire  from  Charles  Hone  on 

Friday  evening  in  last  week,  informing  me  of  the  capture 
of  a  fine  Thames  trout,  of  9Jlb  ,  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm 
and  since  then  I  have  had  a  further  report  of  Mr  T.  W 
Gomm,  getting  two  more  fish  on  the  following  day,  one 
of  61b.,  and  another  of  2Jlb.  ;  and  on  Monday,  with  Mr. 
R.  Robinson,  one  of  2JUx,  and  missing  a  good  one.  My 
reports  from  Sunbury  and  Chertsey  bavte  no  results.— B. 

 (  Teddington).— There  are  reports  of  some  good 

trout  having  been  seen  in  the  tidal  waters,  but  the  only 
result  so  far  has  been  the  capture  of  a  small  fish  of 
21b.  2oz.,  by  W.  McBrid?,  at  TeddinRton. — B. 

  (Windsor  Distriot).  —  The  persistency  of  a 

cold  north-east  wind  has  deterred  many  from  trying  the 


trout  here,  and  apart  from  the  impossibility  of  knowing 
the  whereabouts  of  a  fish  unless  he  shows  himself,  it  is 
very  uncomfortable  fishing.  In  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood the  first  tish  of  the  saason  was  had  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Lloyd,  of  Llangley  House,  Langley;  it  weighed  31b. ,  and 
was  taken  in  the  Windsor  weir.  Mr.  Cuff,  of  London,  tells 
me  he  had  a  nice  fish  of  41,1b.  at  Laleham,  on  the  2nd 
in  st. ;  and  at  the  same  place  a  gentleman,  out  with  Mr. 
Harris,  of  Laleham,  had  one  of  6Jllb.  The  largest  fish  I 
have  heard  of  appears  to  be  the  91b.  6oz.  trout  caught  at 
Staines  by  Mr.  Gomm,  out  with  Hone  ;  but  I  am  assured 
it  was  not  caught  in  the  river,  but  in  a  tributary  water  in 
good  order.— B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District— The  weather  is  too  cold  for 
trout  fishing.  We  are,  therefore,  deferring  operations  until 
Easter,  when  a  few  friends  from  London  intend  to  aid. 
The  Cowdung  Fly  is  coming  on,  and  is  readily  taken  when 
blown  on  the  water.  A  small  black  fly  of  the  house-fly 
class  is  also  on.  This  should  ba  dressed  hackle-wise  from 
swift's  wing.  A  few  hardy  browns  come  out  when  the  sun 
shines,  but  as  yet  I  have  seen  no  duns ;  but  business  has 
been  so  pressing  I  have  had  no  time  to  explore. — Thomas 
Ford  (Caistor).  ,  ,  , 

Carey  (Ashwater).— The  cold  weather  has  prevented 
much  fishing,  but  there  have  baen  several  fair  baskets 
secured.  One  gentleman  took  eight  brace  with  the  Blue 
Upright  in  less  than  two  hours,  whilst  another  rod  creeled 
seventeen  nice  trout  with  the  March  Brown  and  Red 
Palmer. — Devonian. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— Mr.  Titley,  as 
usual,  was  about  the  first  out  on  the  Bull  waters.  An 
army  man  and  his  wife— both  fishing— were  also  out,  and 
each  had  sport.  Messrs.  Battersby,  Wadley,  Herman, 
Keller,  and  others  have  also  been  out  here.  Mr.  Hall  and 
Mr.  Aubrey-Miller  have  been  out_  on  the  Fairford  Park 
waters.  The  river  is  in  good  condition,  and  the  trout  rise 
well  in  the  forenoon  and  about  2  30  p.m.  Bestflies_: 
March  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  and  Hare's  Lug.  Weather  is 
improving.  Mr.  Carbonell,  on  Wednesday,  creeled  three 
brace  on  the  Bull  water. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  waters  have  been  very  clear 
since  my  last  report,  and  scarcely  anything  worth  recording 
has  beep  done  with  trout.  The  baskets  have  been  small, 
and  the  sport  a  good  deal  interfered  with  by  salmon  and 
peal  fly  which  are  very  voracious  and  confidiog.  Trout  of 
17oz.,  14oz.,  and  12oz.,  were  taken  on  the  Camel  and  a 
salmon  gave  a  long  fight  and  broke  away  with  most  of  the 
gear.  If  it  were  a  fresh  salmon  it  is  most  unusually  early. 
Fry  are  very  plentiful  on  the  Fowey.  ;  One  hardly  knows 
what  goes  on  on  this  river,  as  permission  to  tish  is  held  by 
local  license  holders  only.  All  the  little  tributary  streams 
of  the  Camel  are  well  stocked  with  trout— small  of  course— 
and  they  are  not  over  fished. — Bodmin. 

Derbyshire  Wye  (Buxton).— The  river  is  now  m 
capital  order,  and  tee  water  of  a  good  colour  ;  but  the 
weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  cold,  and  frost 
with  east  winds.  The  trout  are  feeding  freely,  and  rise 
fairly  well  to  the  fly  between  11  to  2.30,  when  there  is  a 
fair  hatch  cut  of  Blue  Dun.  I  was  out  on  Saturday,  and 
although  the  day  was  bitterly  cold,  with  showers  of  sleet 
and  a  strong  east  wind,  was  successful  in  taking  with  the 
Blue  Dun  one  and  a  half  brace  of  good  fish,  the  heaviest  of 
which  turned  the  scale  at  lib.  6oz.,  the  total  weight  being 
31b.  All  were  in  remarkably  good  condition,  clean  and 
bright.  With  warmer  weather  the  chances  of  making  good 
baskets  will  be  enhanced.  All  particulars  as  to  the  fishing 
can  be  obtained  from  Mr.  Banks,  Spring-gardens,  Buxton^ 
the  lessee  of  the  water. — G.  S. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— The  river  has  been  full 
and  in  bad  condition  for  fishing  for  some  time  past,  but  at 
time  of  writing  it  has  gone  down  to  ordinary  level,  and  in 
good  order  for  any  kind  of  fishing.  Otters  are  showing 
upjust  below  the  Kirkham  Abbey  weir.— H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rains  are  again  inter- 
fering with  sport  just  as  the  streams  were  fining  down. 
Sunshine  is  neededj  and  although  on  some  days  trout  have 
been  rising  freely,  yet  the  wind  has  at  times  prevented  the 
flies  being  kept  on  the  water.  The  private  waters  at 
Eggesford  have  been  yielding  some  big  baskets  of  trout, 
and  reports  from  the  Otter  show  that  sport,  especially  in 
the  preserved  portions,  is  good.  There  are  again  com- 
plaints of  poaching  from  this  district.  Major  Wyatt 
Edgell  has  been  getting  a  few  good  salmon  in  the  Exe, 
and  tine  fish  continue  to^ba  hooked  in  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Dart.— Devonian 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Salmon  fishing  has  been  very  much 
interrupted  by  spate3.  From  March  16  to  20,  and  again 
from  the  23rd  to  29th,  the  river  was  useless.  On 
March  21,  Lord  Newtown  Butler  killed  a  fish  8|lb.,  in  the 
Crown  Hotel  water.  On  the  22nd,  the  Corby  Castle 
keeper  had  one  81b.  in  the  Boat  pool.  On  the  30th.  Lord 
Newtown  Butler  killed  four  in  the  same  pool,  71b.,  71b., 
7Jlb  ,  10lb.,and  the  next  day  the  keeper  three,  101b., 
161b.  lOjlb.  On  April  1,  Mr.  Slater  had  one,  7Jlb.,  and 
his  son  one,  131b.,  at  Crosby.  On  the  2nd,  Mr.  Colthurst, 
staying  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Armathwaite,  had  one, 
81b,  <  )n  the  3rd,  LordButler  killed  throe,  71b  ,  91b.,  111b., 
in  the  Crown  Hotel  water;  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon,  one,  Sib.,  at 
Armathwaite;  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  one,  7£lb.,  at  Warwick 
Hall.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Hills,  of  Corby,  landed  two.  On 
the  6th,  Mr.  Slater  killed  three,  91b.,  141b.,  lCJlb.  Of 
the  above  twenty-two  fish,  sixteen  were  taken  with  the 
Carlisle  "  Bulldog."  This  is  the  best  all-round  fly  that  is 
used  on  the  Edon,  and,  I  believe  would  hold  its  own 
almost  anywhere.  It  was  invented  and  is  dreesed  by  Mr. 
Strong,  of  Castle-street,  Carlislo,  who  can  su|  ply  it  in  all 
fcizes.  The  river  is  now  in  good  o.'der,  though  a  shade  too 
clear,  and  as  tha  fish  work  up  imo  the  streams,  there 
should  be  some  good  sport  during  April.  Trout  are  taking 
fairly  well.— Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— This  river  has  been  in  first-olass  con- 
dition during  the  past  week,  but  the  weather  being  cold 
and  stormy,  very  few  anglers  have  been  out.    Tho  only 


catch  I  hear  of  is  the  Rev.  Bee,  Glaisdale,  two  brace 
whilst  Mr.  Baker.  Mr.  Marks,  and  Dr.  Cooper  have  had 
moderate  spoit. — J.  Jackson.  »  / 

Exe  and  Barle— April  seems  to  have  turned  into 
January,  and  given  us  a  week  of  cold,  with  snow,  hail  and 
rain  storms  at  intervals,  so  that  for  some  days  trout  have 
not  come  well  at  the  fly  for  long  together  I  have  seen 
some  fair  catches  taken,  chiefly  with  Half  Stone.  The 
Blue  Upright  and  March  Brown  have  also  been  taking. 
The  water  is  just  now  in   perfect  condition—  Blue 

Upright.  ,    ,  ,. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  -  Still  plenty  of  ran, 
and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  big  rivers.  In  tact  we  have 
not  yet  had  a  really  good-conditioned  water  tor  fly  fashing. 
It  keeps  too  high.  Mr.  Snell,  on  the  Brampford  water, 
has  had  some  exceptionally  good  bags,  two  recently  being 
eleven  and  a  half  brace  and  twelve  brace,  the  best  fash 
weighing  lib.  14oz.  This  was  killed  on  the  Middle  Blue. 
Salmon  fishing  has  been  quiet  again  lately,  a  continually 
fluctuating  river   sadly  interfering  with  sport.  —  ked 

P  Ten  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— There  is  not 
much  stirring  in  the  angling  line  as  yet,  for  the  cold  con- 
tinues, and  there  is  nothing  to  beldone  with  the  trout  by 
way  of  fly  fishing.  The  only  way  to  get  them  is  by 
swimming  a  small  worm  or  a  grub  in  mid  water  tor  tbem. 
I  have  heard  of  the  efficacy  of  what  is  known  as  the  IJocfe 
Grub  for  this  kind  of  work  ;  and  if  the  fish  run  large  they 
may  he  trolled  for  like  pike.  I  have  also  heard  that  a  tew 
fish  have  bean  taken  this  way  on  the  Welland  towards 
Stamford;  but  really,  the  fishing  is  not  worth  following 
in  weather  such  as  we  are  having  now.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  fishers  of  the  district  are  „ 
very  quiet.  Only  now  and  then  do  I  hear  of  anything 
coming  of  work  on  the  streams  in  tha  forest  district,  and 
even  in  the  waters  towards  Southwell,  and  this  is  caietly 
bottom  fishing.  From  tha  river  below  Retford  now  and 
again  an  angler  gets  hold  of  a  tish,  but  not  often.  In  deep 
water  like  this  I  would  recommend  them  to  try  very  small 
dace  or  minnows  as  a  bait.  The  lengths  near  the  Rifle 
Butts  would  be  worth  trying  in  this  fashion.  *or  tne 
benefit  of  those  having  a  salmon  license,  I  may  mention 
that  this  fish  is  running  up  the  Trent  now  and  edd  ones 
may  enter  the  lower  portions  of  the  Idle.— L. 

Lueff  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
trout  Itraams  have  gone  down  and  are  running  clear  and 
in  good  fishing  order.  Rain,  sleet,  and  cold  east  winds 
have  visited  this  district,  and  has  been  against  anglers 
going  out,  also  good  spore.  A  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  have  used  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Cowdung,  Palmers, 
and  February  Red,  but  only  small  numbers  taken  — 

GLuS;  Arrow,  and   Pinsley   (Kingsland)  - 

Heavy  fain  and  sleet  Tuesday  night  caused  a  rise  of  4in. 
to  6in.  of  stained  water,  and  the  weather  now  (Wednesday 
evening)  is  very  threatening-cold,  with  sleet-wind I  N  h. 
Until  the  wind  and  weather  becomes  more  settled  and 
seasonable  there  can  be  but  little  prospect  of  sport,    tx.  l . 

WMidMTaw  and  Little  Dart  (Eggesford  and 
District).— For  the  past  few  days  the  rivers  have  been 
discoloured  through  recent  rains.  Some  fairly  good 
baskets  were  taken  on  the  Taw,  near  Eggestoid,  on  iriday 
and  Satuidaylast.  Mr.  Easton,  of  Cheltenham,  landed  a 
veiv  handsome  fish  weighing  Ho*.  Trout  aie  now  m 
excellent  order,  and  with  a  few  warm  days  should  attoid 
excellent  sport.— F.  A.  M.  .  , 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— Intensely  cold  winds, 
with  frosty  nights,  have  deprived  angling  of  the  pleasure 
that  would  have  led  many  out  to  the  waters  during  tie 
past  few  dajs.  Those  who  have  ventured  forth  managed 
to  get  a  bit  of  sport,  but  complahed  of  the  cold  and 
in  some  instances  compelled  a  return  home  earlier  than 
usual.  We  are  hoping  for  favourable  we  ather  tor  Easter. 
From  an  early  hour  this  morning  (Wednesday)  sleet  has 
fallen  plentifully,  but  towards  evening  a  milder  tempera- 
ture is  recorded,  which  gives  rise  to  the  hope  that  decent 
angling  weather  may  speedily  come  along.  Rivers  are  in 
fair  condition,  and  fish  disposed  to  come  at  the  sunk  fly. 
— F  W  Dalf 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire). -These 
rivers  have  fined  down  into  fair  angling  condition,  but 
owing  to  the  extremely  cold  east  winds  the  Rye  and  JJei- 
went  haxe  not  been  numerously  visited  as  yet.  ike  Best 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  with  the  worm.  On  some 
of  the  North  Riding  streams  the  Little  Black  and  Wiutei 
Brown  have  been  in  evidence,  and  several  fly  fishermen 
have  had  sport  with  the  different  dressings  of  the  Blue 
Dun,  notably  the  favourite  Water  Hen  Bloa.  Very^few 
anglers  out  on  the  Ouse  and  Foss—  Ronald. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  weather  ha  s  been  cow., 
and  few  anglers  have  been  out,  although  the  water  is 
favourable.  Mr.  A.  Ellis  landed  the  best  trout  yet 
captured,  a  fish  of  lib.  This,  together  with  three  others, 
averaging  1Mb.,  was  taken  on  the  Welsh  Bndgeford, 
at  Shrewsbury,  with  the  si  inning  minnow.  Mr  W.  iox, 
Mr  Young  Mr.  Bucknill,  and  other  anglers  have  had  a 
few  trout  Mr.  Young's  best  fash.  21b. ;  Mr.  Bucknill  s, 
211b     A  pike  of  1  lib.  has  bean  captured  — Hafren. 

Severn.  Vyrnwy,  Tanat  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech)  —During  the  latter  part  of  last  week  and  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  ono,  all  these  rivers  were  in 
splendid  condition,  t  ho  only  drawback  being  the  cold  wind  ; 
but  during  intervals  mildor  weather  prevailed,  and  with 
flies  hatching  in  large  quantities,  the  fish  rose  m  all 
directions,  and  some  grand  sport  was  enjoyed  by  those 
fortunate  enough  to  bo  angling  at  the  time.  In  the 
Ardleen  brook— a  tributary  of  the  Severn— some  good  fash 
have  been  taken  during  tho  early  part  of  the  week.— 

^  SuYby  (Ramsey,  Isle  of  Man).— Weather  has  been 
very  cold  since  last  report,  and  easterly  winds  has  made 
fly  fishing  very  poor,  but  some  nice  . fish  have  been  taken 
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with  worms.  Weather  has  taken  a  change  to-day,  and 
wind  changed,  and  I  hope  is  for  the  better.  There  is 
plenty  of  fish  if  weather  will  dear,  and  some  good  sport 
is  expected. — W.  Cubbon. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Streams. — The  weather  during 
the  past  few  days  has  been  wet,  cold,  aud  cheerless,  with 
frost  in  the  early  mornings.  A  brace  of  trout,  weighing 
lib.  2oz.  and  14oz.  respectively,  were  taken  from  the 
Rother  on  Monday  with  minnow.  Worming  on  one  of  the 
Ouse  tributaries.  Mr.  Wren  secured  three  and  a  half  brace 
of  trout,  averaging  7oz.,  but  found  more  perch  than  trout 
in  the  water.  ,Uarbour  fishing  has  been  a  blank. — George 
F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon). — Wind  still  east;  many  salmon 
were  killed  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  and  one  Monday. 
I  know  of  three  gentlemen  who  landed  five  each,  two  of 
them  good  fish.  The  rain  of  Tuesday  caused  the  water  to 
be  discoloured,  bnt  many  fish  are  running  up.  Trout  have 
been  killed  in  decent  numbers,  notwithstanding  the  last 
dry  season  ;  some  gentlemen  have  had  two  dozen,  others 
eighteen  fish,  and  many  a  dozen  in  the  rivers  Yeo,  Mole, 
and  Bray.  I  saw  a  decent  citch  out  of  the  Taw  Saturday. 
Salmon  have  been  killed  both  with  the  minnow  and  fly. — 
Rusty  Game. 

Teme  (Ludlow) . — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still  running 
in  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and 
suitable  for  either  fly  or  worm  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  very  changeable,  and  vain,  sleet,  and  high  winds 
have  been  had,  but  it  has  not  altered  the  colour  of  the 
water.  A  fair  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and  arglers 
have  used  March  Brown,  February  Red,  AVhirling  Blue, 
Iron  Blue,  Cowdung,  and  Blue  Dun.  Bottom  fishing  has 
been  successful  with  the  worm.  Artificial  minnow  fishing 
has  been  tried,  but  sport  quiet.  At  the  end  of  last  week 
Mr.  Watkins,  with  the  fly  under  Whitcliffe  landed  thirteen 
good  trout.  Below  Ludford  Bridge  some  good  trout  have 
baen  taken  by  Mr.  James  with  the  worm. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  weather  in  this  district  has 
been  against  good  sport  with  the  rod.  Rain,  sleet,  and 
cold  east  winds  have  been  had,  and  has  stopped  a  number 
of  anglers  going  out.  The  water  is  in  splendid  order  for 
angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  the  fish  have 
moved  well  at  the  fly.  A  few  anglers  have  teen  out,  but 
few  fish  taken. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington). — River  in  flood  and  much 
discoloured.  Three  salmon  have  been  hooked— two  of 
them  with  trout  flies,  which  they  carried  away,  aud  one 
with  the  minnow,  which  it  carried  away.  I  have  not  heard 
of  any  salmon  being  landed  so  far  in  our  part  of  the  river. 
We  may  expect  some  good  salmon  and  trout  fishing  next 
week  if  the  weather  holds  fair. — Practical  Angler. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  Gloucestershire).  —  Bad 
weather  prevailed  here  for  the  opening  of  the  trouting 
season.  Messrs.  Clarke  and  Wingfield  fishing  the  Court 
waters  creeled  their  nine  brace  of  nice  trout  in  really  good 
condition  for  the  time  of  year.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday 
a  Cheltenham  gentleman,  an  old  hand  here,  creeled  on 
his  first  essay  four  brace,  and  on  his  second  day  five  and 
half  brace.  Fair  work  for  fib.  limit.  Best  flies.  Hare's 
Lug,  Olive  Dun,  Red  and  Blue  Quill  Gnat.  Water  in 
capital  form. — Dry  Fly. 

Upper  Tamar. — On  this  and  adjacent  streams  catches 
of  trout  have  been  up  to  the  average,  although  the 
frequent  spates  Lave  prevented  much  angling  with  the  fly 
up  to  the  present.  The  best  take  his  been  four  dozen. — 
Devonian. 

Upper  Yore. — The  river  in  this  part  of  the  Yore  is  in 
good  condition,  but  owing  to  frost  and  east  winds  very 
few  trout  have  been  taken.  Every  prospect  of  a  good 
flood,  which  would  make  it  good  for  the  fly.  Our  club 
pat  in  1000  yearling  from  Howietoun  a  fortnight  ago, 
which  gave  every  satisfaction. — Fawcett. 

Witham  and  Wold  (Lincolnshire).— The  sport 
among  the  trout  of  the  Witham  and  Wold  streams  is  very 
backward  this  j ear  owing  to  the  cold  weather.  There  is 
plenty  of  water  in  the  streams  coming  from  the  Wolds, 
and  also  in  the  streams  around  "Grantham,  but  nothing 
will  rise  in  the  dull  weather,  and  even  in  the  sun  the  day 
is  too  short  to  be  useful.  Most  of  the  fishing  is  reserved 
for  fly  fishing  by  the  subscribers,  and  only  warm,  bright 
weather  is  wanted  to  give  th-m  a  start.  While  the  water 
continues  so  cold  there  is  d  jlay  in  the  spawning  among 
coarse  fish.    No  sigr  s  of  anything  is  yet  reported. — Luii. 

Wje  (Builth  Wells).— Sport  at  a  discount  the  past 
week  owing  to  bad  state  of  the  weather.  River  full  of 
snow  water.  Prospects  bad  for  next  few  days. — W.  B. 
Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk. — Although  this  river  has  been  in  better 
condition  during  the  past  few  days,  since  the  snow  has 
almost  disappeared,  yet  fly  fishing  has  been  somewhat 
interfered  with  by  occasional  sleety  showers.  The  sport 
of  any  consequence  to  be  recorded  this  week  is  Mr.  Chap- 
man's 121b.  salmon  ;  and  one  of  171b.  by  Mr.  Le  Cocq. 
Burn  trout  are  improving,  and  a  few  takes  have  been  made 
in  the  Langholm  water  and  the  middle  reaches,  besides  an 
odd  one  oceasior ally  in  the  tributaries  and  a  few  in  the 
Liddle.  Nothing  of  note  has  been  done  in  the  Metal 
bridge  division. — G. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.)— Since 
last  reported  the  weather  has  been  most  sevoie,  and  sport 
poor.  On  Thursday  last  week  Mr.  F.  G.  Payne,  London, 
fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  two  salmon 
of  91b.  each  on  Braelangwell  water,  and  on  Friday  one  of 
81b.  So  far  as  known  no  other  fish  was  got  until  Tuesday 
this  week,  when  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  of  Gruinard,  landed 
it  salmon  of  Olb.  On  Wednesday  the  weather  greatly 
improved. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— For  the  pus,  week  the  rod 
fishing  has  been  almost  a  complete  failure.  The  water  has 
been  running  high  and  dirty,  with  the  melting  of  the  snow 
from  the  hills.  On  the  coast  there  has  been  quite  a  storm, 


and  the  fishermen  for  a  whole  week  could  not  get  near  the 
bag  nets,  situated  at  the  several  stations,  to  replace  the 
leaders  that  were  taken  in  on  the  Saturday  previous  to  the 
storm.  The  heavy  seas  running  along  the  coast  cid  a 
large  amount  of  damage  to  the  nets,  tearing  them  from 
their  positions,  and  casting  them  adrift.  The  net  fisher- 
men, however,  succeeded  in  landing  four  boxes  of  salmon 
from  the  lower  pools  in  the  river.  In  the  meantime  frost 
is  pretty  prevalent,  with  occasional  showers  of  snow  or 
bail.— H.  W. 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  N.B.).— Ken- 
move,  Loch  Tay,  on  the  Reserve  water,  March  29,  Mr. 
Aitkin  killed  two  salmon,  271b.  and  171b.  April  1,  on 
the  Hotel  water,  Mr.  Robertson  killed  salmon,  191b.  April 
2,  on  the  Hotel  water,  Mr.  D.  S.  Matthews  killed  salmon, 
151b.  April  2,  Mr.  Robertson  killed  salmon  171b. 
April  3,  Mr.  D.  S.  Matthews  killed  salmon, 20lb.  April  6, 
Mr.  Beattie  killed  two  salmon,  201b.  and  12Jlb.,  on  the 
Hotel  water.  Loch  in  good  ply. — W.  Knight. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  first  capture  of  the 
season  here  was  effected  on  Thursday  last  by  Mr.  Durward 
Lely,  who  killed .  a  fine  trout  during  the  two  hours  he  was 
out  in  the  afternoon.  Mr.  John  Whjte,  manager  of  the 
fishings,  placed  the  whole  of  the  young  three  months  old 
fry,  hatched  in  the  Lochleven  Hatchery,  and  numbering 
about  300,000,  in  the  streams  which  flow  into  the  loch. 
The  fry  were  unusually  strong  and  healthy. — Robert 
Laing. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— March  31,  Mr.  Maisey,  one 
salmon,  121b.  ;  Mrs.  Maisey,  one,  171b.  April  1,  Mrs. 
Maisey,  two,  171b.,  17Jlb.  2nd,  Mr.  Maisey,  two,  331b  , 
151b. ;  Mr.  Robertson,  two,  201b.,  171b.— H.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  —  The 
weather  has  been  of  a  very  wintry  character,  with  keen 
f ro  ts  and  heavy  snowfalls.  Sport  has  consequently  been 
below  the  average.  On  30th,  Col.  Wilson,  Syie  Lodge, 
caught  a  sea  trout  and  three  salmon  on  beat  No.  2  ;  and 
on  31st,  one  salmon  on  No.  3.  On  the  1st  inst.,  Mr.  Hew 
Morrison,  Bettyhill,  got  one  on  No.  C.  On  2nd,  Lord 
Methuen,  Syre  Lodge,  caught  a  salmon  on  No.  4 ;  Mr. 
Oates,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  2  ;  Mr.  Hew  Morrison, 
one  on  the  private  water.  On  3rd,  Mr.  Oates  got  one  on 
No.  3— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— A  decided  change  for 
the  better  has  taken  place,  and  sport  is  reviving.  As  an 
evidence  of  the  severity  of  the  weather,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned that  curling  was  engaged  in  at  Braemar  and  other 
places  on  Deeside  on  Saturday  last,  a  thing  never  heard  of 
before  at  this  late  season  of  the  year.  On  the  Invercauld 
water  Mr.  Harris  landed  a  fish  of  71b.  The  royal  keepers 
at  Balmoral  have  had  a  good  few  fish  of  average  weights, 
and  one  or  two  have  been  got  on  the  Glenmuick,  Cambus 
O'May,  and  Ballater  reaches.  Glenmuick  House  and 
fishings  have  bsen  taken  by  Mr.  Naumann,  who  rented 
Invercauld  last  year.  On  the  Glentana  section  sport  is 
reviving,  and  not  a  bit  too  soon.  Here  Mr.  Laming  had 
two  of  101b.  and  61b.,  and  two  of  61b.  and  81b. ;  Mr.  Duns- 
mure,  four,  of  6Jlb.,  71b.,  8Jlb.,  and  131b. ;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Corrie,  five,  of  51b.,  51b.,  71b.,  81b.,  and  16Jlb.,  and  one  of 
81b. ;  Mr.  Jefferson,  two,  of  141b.  and  191b.,  and  two  of 
51b.  and  81b.;  Mr.  Peters,  three,  7Jlb.,  161b.,  and 
191b.  ;  and  Mr.  Talbot,  one,  of  61b.,  and  one  of  161b.; 
Mr.  Bulteel  had  five,  61b.,  81b.,  101b  ,  6!lb.,  and  71b.  On 
Tuesday  Mr.  Dunsmure  had  three,  largest  181b. ;  and  Mr. 
Talbot,  two,  101b.  and  121b.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel 
waters,  Capt.  McNeal  had  one,  71b. ;  Mr.  Whitelaw,  one, 
91b. ;  Mr.  Jameson,  one,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  Parker,  one,  71b. 
On  the  Castle  waters  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  and  party  had 
several  fish.  On  the  Lower  Dess,  Mr.  W.  R.  Russell 
ereeled  three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b  ;  and  Mr.  Campbell, 
five,  7-lb.,  71b.,  81b.,  9Jlb.,  and  111b.;  while  Mr.  W. 
Lamond  had  one,  8Jlh,  on  Kincardine  water;  and  Mr. 
Basset  one,  9Jlb.,  on  the  Borrowstone  section.  On 
Ballogie  water.  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  bad  five,  of-  61b., 
6Jlb.,  71b.,  9ib.,  and  11  Jib.  On  the  Upper  Blackhall 
waters,  Sir  John  Gladstone,  in  a  few  days,  creeled  nine 
fish,  from  61b.  to  161b.  ;  and  Mr.  Davey,  who  has 
the  wafer  for  April  landed  two  the  first  day  out,  of  91b. 
and  201n.,  the  latter  a  beauty,  fresh  up.  Mr.  Smith, 
Feughside  Inn,  is  open  to  treat  for  thrs  secti  m  after 
May  1.  On  the  Wooderd  water  Mr.  Wat*  n's  uillio 
landed  six  fish,  from  6Jlb.  to  161b.  The  resul  scf  the 
salmon  fishing  on  the  coast  stations  were  the  poorest 
experienct  d  during  the  past  week  of  any  during  the  present 
season.  There  are  now  better  pr<  sp  cts,  and  fish  are 
being  found  freely.  The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  got 
by  the  Aberdeen  Salmon  Company's  nets  on  Tuesday. 
This  is  somewhat  earlier  than  last  year,  and  about  the 
normal  average  time  for  the  first  of  the  grilse.  The  Don 
has  been  too  flooded  for  angling,  and  the  same  applies  to 
the  Ythan  and  Ugie. — E.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— The  following  sport  has 
been  got  since  last  reported:  (Jn  30th  ult.,  a  salmon  of 
211b.,  was  landed  on  Smith  Pool,  and  on  31st,  one  of  !)£lb., 
on  Clarag.  On  Friday  last,  Mr.  Lake,  fishing  from 
Sutherland  Arms  Hotel,  got  an  111b.  salmon  on  Clarag, 
and  a  13-pounder  on  Smith.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Farrer 
landed  one,  weighing  181b.,  on  Fir  Dam,  and  Mr.  Lake  a 
10-pounder,  on  Cruive3.  On  Monday,  this  Mr.  Lake 
landed  a  251b.  salmon,  on  Clarag,  and  lost  another  heavy 
one  after  two  hour's  play.  On  Tuesday  he  got  one  of 
61b.,  being  the  lightest  fish  caught  this  season. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  Border  rivers  have  now 
reached  their  normal  size,  and  if  anything,  the  waters  are 
too  clear  for  salmon  fishing.  Since  last  week's  notes,  a 
number  of  salmon  have  been  killed  in  the  rivers  ;  but  a 
number  of  these  fish  were  riot,  properly  speaking,  spring 
salmon,  but  what  are  locally  called,  "  grey  fish."  Lust 
week  a  run  of  springers  took  place  in  the  Firth,  and  a  few 
appear  to  have  escaped  the  nets  on  Saturday  afternoon 
and  ascended  the  rivors.  Trout  fishers  havo  been  getting 
some  sport  among  yellow  trout.  Fishing  the  Annan  last 
week  end  Mr.  Petor  Loudon  killed  a  salmon  of  241b,,  in 


Craigdale  stream,  with  fly.  On  the  following  day  he  had 
one  of  61b.  in  the  Warmanbie  strpam.  In  Mount  Annan 
water,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper  (Andrew 
Bell)  Unded  a  clean  run  sea  trout  of  21b.,  out  of 
the  Lcd<e  stream.  It  was  caught  with  a  small  salmon 
fly.  Kelt  salmon  are  still  numerous  in  this  river, 
and  anglers  have  had  plenty  of  sport  with  landing 
and  returning  these  to  the  water.  In  the  Mount 
Annan  water  on  Monday  Mr.  James  Murray  hooked 
a  large  fish  in  the  Salmon  Pool.  The  fish  broke  the  rod 
into  three  pieces,  and  was  afterwards  played  with  the  line 
and  lauded  after  an  hour.  Much  to  the  disappo  ntment  of 
the  angler,  the  fish,  after  all  the  mischief  done,  proved  to 
be  a  well  mended  kelt,  and  returned  to  the  river.  He  also 
landed  an  nnspawued  Ssh,  which  was  also  returned.  In 
the  private  Mount  Annan  water,  Mr.  W.  Wright  hooked 
seven  sain  on  on  Monday  and  ltnded  three,  all  kelts. 
Some  fair  sport  has  been  had  in  the  Nith  among  tront, 
with  fly.  A  good  many  spent  fish  have  been  hooked  and 
put  back,  and  there  is  some  disease  among  the  old  fish 
in  this  river  as  well  as  in  the  Annan.  The  Galloway 
rivors  have  not  given  much  sport  among  salmon,  but  fair 
baskets  of  yellow  trout  have  been  had.  The  waters  are 
fining  down  and  very  clear.  Still,  with  favourable  breezes, 
good  sport  is  being  had  on  some  of  the  lochs. — Heather- 
bell. 

Tweed.  Teviot,  &o.— Until  to-day  (Wednesday)  the 
weather  has  been  cold  and  ungenial  for  the  time  of  year. 
Some  hardy  anglers  have  had  good  baskets  of  trout.  The 
weather  seems  to  have  taken  a  turn,  fly  fishing  should  be 
in  full  swing  next  week.  Spring  competitions  among 
various  of  the  Border  clubs  begin  next  week — that  of  the 
Kelso  Angling  Association  being  fixed  for  Monday,  first. 
There  has  not  been  a  great  deal  of  salmon  fishing  the  past 
week,  but  on  some  of  the  pools  on  Tweed  and  on  Teviot  a 
few  have  been  killed.  On  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water, 
on  April  1,  Mr.  C.  A.  Nix,  London,  killed  a  couple  of 
salmon  of  8Jlb.  respectively ;  on  the  following  day  he 
caught  four  fish,  61b.,  6Jlb.,  111b.,  and  13Jlb.  On  the  3rd 
he  killed  fish  of  51b.,  6 Jib.,  and  91b.  Monday  was  a  bknk 
day  on  these  casts,  but  yesterday  (the  0th)  Mr.  Nix  killed 
a  fish  of  151b.  On  the  Hendersyde  water,  I  understand 
that  two  fish  have  lately  been  got.  On  the  Birgham  water, 
on  Thursday  last,  Major  Hunter,  of  Antonshill,  killed  two 
salmon.  On  the  Tillmouth  water  (Till),  i  n  the  3rd,  Capt. 
French  had  salmon  of  81b.  and  121b.  On  the  Makerstown 
water,  Mr.  W.  R.  Murray  killed  one  salmon,  lost  one, 
and  ran  several  kelts.  On  the  Teviot,  in  the  Kelso 
distiict,  on  April  3,  Mr.  Adam  Elliot,  Caverton,  killed 
two  fish  with  minnow,  7Jlb.  and  91b.  On  the  same  river, 
yesterday  (the  6th),  Mr.  Richard  Ormston,  of  Kelso,  had  ose 
fish  with  minnow  of  about  201b  ,  and  one  of  61b.  There 
successful  trout  fishers  were  :  Mr.  Jame3  Hogg,  also  on 
the  Eden  (four  miles  from  Kelso),  181b.,  81b  ,  and  81b.; 
on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot,  baskets  of  91b.,  31b.,  and  6Jlb. 
On  Tuesday  of  this  week  Mr.  Charles  Farquharson  had 
131b.  ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  61b.  ;  Mr.  Charles  Dunn,  3Jlb. 
On  April  2nd,  Mr.  Jas.  Mabon,  Mayfield,  Kelso,  had 
3|lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Cummings,  Kelso,  6Jlb. ;  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  71b. 
On  the  6th,  Mr.  J.  Thompson  had  lOJlb. ;  and  Mr.  J. 
Oliver,  10 Jib.  On  the  6th,  Mr.  T.  Messer  had  61b.,  on 
the  Tweed;  Mr.  Andrew Middlemas,  31b.,  on  Teviot;  Mr. 
William  Barff,  51b.,  on  Teviot ;  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  31b.,  on 
the  Tweed;  Mr.  John  Murray,  51b.,  on  the  same  stream. 
The  produce  of  the  Tweed  net  fishings  are  still  small  and 
unsatisfactory.  The  catches  of  trout  and  salmon  are  about 
equal,  and  both  are  of  small  size,  the  heaviest  fish  being 
only  141b.  Prices,  which  were  2s.  2d.  for  salmon,  have 
gone  up  to  2s.  lOd.  per  lb. ;  and  for  trout,  from  2s.  (id.  to 
2s.  8d.  per  lb. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Ballin- 
derry  continues  in  excellent  trim  for  trouting,  but  owing 
to  the  very  cold  weather  trouting  dropped  off  in  t  he  past 
few  days,  the  nightly  frosts  also  being  responsible.  On 
the  Rock  water  a  couple  of  fine  trout,  3lb.,  were  killed. 
Good  accounts  reach  me  of  fishing  on  the  Lissau  and 
M<  neymore  waters.  James  Greer  being  credited  with 
killing  four  trout — J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork).— The  month  just  concluded  on 
the  Bandon  was  the  btst  spring  month  for  some  seasons. 
The  best  fish  of  the  month  was  a  30-puunder,  killed  by 
Mr.  D.  Wren,  and  the  second  best  recorded  fish  ever  killed 
on  the  river.  Lord  Bandon's  bag  included  seven  clean 
fish,  best  221b. ;  Mr.  D.  Leary,  four,  heaviest  29|lb. ;  Mr. 
Milner,  an  even  dozen  ;  Mr.  Shorten,  six,  from  101b.  to 
191b. ;  while  Dr.  Roberts,  Dr.  Noviell,  Messrs.  J.  Hayes, 
J.  Daly,  Lombard,  and  Gilmau  had  several  fish  each. — 
J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Sport  on  the  upper 
reaches  from  Bandon  to  Dunmanway  has  been  exceptionally 
good,  R.  St.  John  Beazley,  the  Earl  of  Bandon,  and  Joseph 
Pike,  D.L.,  having  been  most  successful,  the  latter  one 
day  getting  a  magnificent  fish  of  291b.,  the  largest  spring 
fish  taken  on  this  river  for  many  years.  Trout  fishing  in 
the  tidal  water  has  been  very  good,  some  fine  fish  of  from 
lib.  to  2Jlb.  being  taken. — W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).  —  For  six 
weeks  this  river  was  heavy  in  flood,  and  from  the  opening 
of  the  season  until  last  week  scarcely  anything  was  done. 
The  water  is  now  in  fair  order,  but  the  weather  remains 
very  cold. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— River  still  very  unsettled, 
and  almost  impossible  to  get  it  in  oider  for  more  than  an 
hour  or  two.  The  Earl  of  Shannon,  on  Kilbarry,  got 
fifteen  salmon  from  the  24th  ult.  to  2nd  inst.  On  Careys- 
ville,  fair  sport  has  also  been  had. — W.  Haynes  and  Son, 

Bundrowes. — The  weathor  contitnud  very  stormy 
since  last  report,  with  a  strong  north-east  wind  and  keen 
frost  every  night,  in  consequence  of  whioh  very  little 
fishing  was  done.  Mr.  G.  T.,  on  1st  inst.,  landed  oue 
salmon  weighing  9Jlb.,  and  Mr,  W.  G.,  on  3rd  inst., 
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landed  another  of  121b.  weight  This  river  is  risuig 
raoidlv  in  consequence  of  a  constant  heavy  rainfall  which 
has  taC  place  in  the  this  locality  recently.    M.  Rogan 

^Caragh  Lake.  -  Fishing  has  much  improved  esped 
ally  on  the  upper  waters  at  Mr.  Burns'  Hotel,  Glencar, 
anglers  have  been  fortunate.  Col.  K.rkwood  two  fish 
SS  past  week,  one  OJlb.,  one  7jlb  ;  Mr.  Gabriel  one, 
nib  one,  111b. ;  Mr.  Archelon,  one,  81b. ;  Liddon  Esq., 
one,  10£lb  ,  one  9Jlb.  Anglers  at  Southern  Hotel  have 
nad  some  good  trout  fishing.  Mr.  Rollen,  two  salmon, 
101b.  and  91b.— G.  C.  .      .  '      .     ,       .  . 

Corrib  (co.  Galway).— The  river  is  toning  down  into 
better  order  but  angling  remains  dull  The  co  d  easterly 
winds  are  responsible  for  a  good  deal  of  disappointment  to 

aUDrenaneJLake— Brown  trout  have  been  rising  better, 
and  good  sport  has  been  had.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  J. 
Sullivan  had  two  dozen  brown  trout,  and  r.  ^onnor> 
twenty-one.  On  Thursday,  Messrs.  Sullivan  and  Shea 
had  forty-seven  brown  trout  between  them,  and  another 
angler,  seventeen.  This  lake  is  now  in  good  angling  order 
and  sport  is  certain  to  continue  good  while  the  weather 
keeps  favourable. — T.  J.  D.  „   ™,  . 

Inny.— Trout  fishing  was  good  last  week  On  lhurs- 
day  D.  Casey  caught  a  trout  of  41b.  in  the  White  Stone 
pool  White  trout  and  grilse  ifishing  will  not  commeccj 
till  about  the  end  of  next  month.  Water  now  in  good 
order.— T.  J.  D.  ,  .  . 

Killarney.— Sport  is  improving  on  lakes  and  rivers,  a. 
few  salmon  were  had  last  week ;  on  the  lakes  and  the 
Laune  some  fair  sport  was  had.  Nothing  worth  recording 
has  been  done  during  the  last  couple  of  days  owing  to 
adverse  weather.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  given  average 
sport  on  the  lakes. — T.  J.  D.  "r  , 

Lee  (co.  Cork).— River  unsettled,  sport  well  up  to  the 
average.  On  Oak  Grove,  W.  T.  Crawshay,  SiVo.  ,  /lb. ,  /  lb. ; 
\  C  Bowring,  71b.  Nettleville,  Colonel  Broderick,  91b., 
io'ilb.  ;  Mr.  Beamish,  101b.,  111b.  On  Mashonaglass, 
M.F.Barry  and  party,  1741b.,  lSJlb.,  1011 |.,8JbM  8Mb., 
71b.  On.  Ashton,  Mr.  Morrison,  841b.,  91b.  ,  91b.,  101b. 
On  Carlins,  H.  E.  Stanley,  9ilb.,  101b  ;  G.  I.  Evers,  91b., 
;ilb.  Also  successful:  M.  Lyons,  5|lb.  ;  Frank  Lyons, 
Sib  ■  D.  F.  Horgan,  91b.;  O.  L.  Evans,  101b.,  91b. ; 
J.  O'Brien,  91b.,  91b.,  lOJlb.,  111b.,  141b ,  ;  Dr  -Taylor, 
101b.,  1041b  ;  J.  McAuliff,  91b. ;  J.  P.  Hawkes,91b. ,  111b  ; 
J.  Sullivan,  81b.,  lOJlb.;  J.  Manning,  81b.,  811b.,  101b 
101b.;  Mr.  Carpenter,  61b.,  8Mb.,  91b.,  101b.;  Ned 
Murphy,  101b. ,  91b.,  91b.  On  the  Sullane  river  (Macroom), 
a  good  number  of  salmon  have  been  taken  on  the  tree 
water,  Mr.  Carpenter  landing  four  in  two  days ;  others 
hive  been  equally  successful.  Trout  fishing  also  at 
Macroom  has  been  excellent,  aud  is  well  worth  a  visit.— 
W.  Haynes  and  Son.  " 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  been  fair  on  many  days,  though  the  weather  on 
the  whole  has  been  far  from  favourable  tor  angimg. 
Salmcn  continue  to  come  up  from  the  sea  in  very  good 
numbers  for  this  time  of  the  year.  The  brown  trout 
angling  for  the  week  has  been  of  the  usual  kind  at  this 
season.  Anglers  using  suitable  flies  have  had  from  a  dozen 
to  two  dozen  sizeable  brown  trout  daily.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— On  this  lake  Lord  Conyngham  killed 
oce  salmon  of  91b.  weight  on  the  1st  inst.,  and  Mr-  H.  G. 
took  another  of  1241b.  on  3rd  inst.  Mr.  Hugh  Woolmer 
landed  a  beautiful  brown  trout  weighing  91b.,  on  1st  inst., 
and  the  Rev.  Wm.  Verner  landed  a  similar  trout  of  541b., 
on  2nd  inst.  Anglers  could  not  stay  on  the  lake  to  do 
much  fishing  owing  to  the  cold  and  storm  during  the  past 
week  There  are  several  anglers  awaiting  a  settlement  ot 
the  weather,  staying  at  Scott's  Hotel  Garrison.— 
M.  Rogan  and  Sons.  . 

Ma  ue  (co.  Limerick).— Owing  to  the  unsettled 
state  of  the  weather  for  the  past  week  the  fishing  has  been 
nearly  entirely  neglecred.  However,  there  were  a  few  moe 
fMi  taken,  Mr.  John  Manning,  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  Sellars,  one, 
151b. ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  me,  111b.  ;  Mr.  David  Browning, 
one.  161b.    The  river  is  now  high  in  flood.— T^D.  C. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina)  .-Wind  north 
ca-.t  for  the  past  wtek.  Salmon  rose  short.  Mr.  L.  X  . 
BUhopp,  of  Ipswich,  on  the  5th,  had  salmon  in  the  Hock 
d  >ol  101b  •  Mr.  Wallace,  on  the  4th,  had  salmon  in  the 
Flag  tool  131b.,  and  three  kelts.  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  lost  a 
heavy  tisb  in  the  Stream  pool.  The  Lough  his  fallen 
about  8in.  since  my  last  report.  Capt.  Eustace  Guinness 
aud  the  Lord  Justice  Walker  are  taking  a  few  trout  each 
day.— Pat  Hearnes.  ,  *  •  , 

Sloe  (co.  Derry).— Angling  opened  on  the  1st  inst,  on 
the  Rce.  The  water  was  in  nice  form  for  the  fly,  and 
several  good  baskets  were  made  on  the  Limavady,  and 
Crindle  sections  of  the  river.  Angling  opened  tame  day 
on  the  Owenbeg,  and  Owenreagh  streams.  Salmon  are 
due  in  the  Koe  about  the  end  of  next  month.— J .  A.  B. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has  now 
become  much  milder,  though  with  a  tendency  to  an 
increased  rainfall.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  H.  S.  McCorquo 
dale  killed  one  salmon,  151b.,  on  3rd;  and  Mr.  L.  J 
Pnelps  one  salmon,  25ilb.,  on  6th.  On  Doonass,  Capt.  J . 
Bayly  killed,  Utt  ult,  one  salmon,  3341b.;  April  3,  one 
salmon,  251b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed, 
April  2  one  salmon,  281b. ;  6th,  three  salmon,  91b.,  221o., 
321b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  H.  Talbot  killed,  31st  ult.,  one 
salmon,  341b.;  and  on  the  same  water,  Mr.  A.  C. 
McCorquodale  killed,  Apiil  2,  one  salmon,  111b. ;  6th,  one 
salmon  3041b.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  C.  Vansittart 
killed,  6th,  one  salmon,  - 311b.  —  John  Enbight  and 
Son 

Strule  (Omagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  season  opened 
on  the  Strule  on  the  1st  inst.,  with  the  river  in  beautiful 
order  Trout  rose  pretty  well  to  the  fly,  and  before  mid- 
day Paddy  Mathers,  the  well-known  professional,  creeled 
12lb.  of  brown  trout,  all  killed  on  fly.  On  Tuesday,  snow 
fell  on  the  hills,  which  put  the  trout  down,— J .  A.  B 


West  Cork  .Rivers—  Sport  has  shown  a  great 
improvement  on  all  those  rivers,  especially  on  the  Bandon. 
The  salmon  had  in  the  district  this  season  so  far  were 
generally  above  the  average  size,  and  last  week  two  salmon 
weighing  respectively  2941b.  and  311b.  were  had  on  the 
Bandon.  On  the  Hen,  Bride,  Araglen,  and  other  wateis 
the  angling  has  been  far  better  during  the  past  month 
than  it  has  been  for  several  years  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Weather  at  time  of  writing  very  fine  and  springlike,  and 
prospects  for  next  few  days  good.— T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullmgar).  —  Since  the 
opening  day  of  the  angling  season  in  that  portion  of  West- 
meath situate  in  the  Limerick  district  we  have  had  almost 
nothing  but  cold,  wet,  and  tempestuous  weather,  making 
it  extremely  unpleasant  to  venture  on  the  lakes  except  on 
rare  occasions.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  the  brothers 
Birne  the  well  known  fishermen  and  boatmen  of  Mullmgar , 
have  taken  some  large  trout  during  the  latter  half  of  the 
past  month,  trolling  with  a  very  tiny  perch  bait.  On 
March  17  they  had  one  trout,  51b.  ;  21st,  one  trout,  7*lb.  ; 
25th  two' trout,  101b.  ;  28th,  one  trout,  241b. ;  29th,  three 
trout  171b.  ;  31st,  one  trout,  6£lb.  The  last  fish  was  a 
perfect  specimen,  and,  in  fact,  all  trout  taken  this  season 
were  in  prime  condition.— W.  J.  Thomas. 


Jingling  fixtures. 

April  12.  — ; — 

Camden  :  T.A.P.S.  concert. 
Collingwood  :  Visit. 
Kingston  Piscatorials :  Concert. 
St.  Alban's :  Visit. 
April  13.  ^. 
Brunswick  Brothers :  Visit. 
Foley :  Visit. 

Good  Intent:  A.B.S.  concert. 
April  14. 

Epsom :  Annual  dinner. 

Last  day  for  "  copy  "  for  issue  of  Saturday,  April  1/ . 

^  Filing  Gazette  published  a  day  earlier  on  acoount  of 

the  holidays. 
April  16. 
Good  Friday. 


April 


May 


18.  — Easter  Sunday. 

19.  — Easter  Monday. 

21.  -  St.  Ives  and  District:  Annual  dinner. 

22.  — Oxford :  Annual  dinner. 

27.— Hoxton  Brothers:  Smoking  concert. 

27.  — Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 

28.  — Walham  Green:  Supper  and  distribution . 

29.  — Woolwich  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

4. — A.B.S.  (Lea  Competition) :  Prize  distribution. 
11.— Clapham  Strollers  :  Supper. 
11.— Dalston:  Annual  dinner. 
25. — Highbury  :  Annual  dinner. 


Eepxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,' 
marked  ''Club  Keport"  outside  envelope. 

SPECIAL  NOTICE-GOOD  FRIDAY. 

Will  Secretaries  kindly  post  on  Clnb  Reports, 
marked  "Club"  outside  envelopes,  as  early  as 
possible  to  guarantee  insertion  in  the  next 
issue,  as  the  "Fishing  Gazette"  for  April  17 
will  be  published  on  Thursday  instead  of 
Friday  (Good  Friday). 


Anglers' Association.— Re  Swans  on  the  Thames. 
—Copy  of  telegram  received:  "  Swans  will  be  removed 
from  the  Thames."— (HlGGINS.)  . 

The  monthly  finance  committee  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Monday  evening  next,  April  12,  at  7.30,  and  the  general 
committee  at  8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £1  Is.  from  P  Geen 
(President  Anglers'  Association),  and  2s.  6d.  from  W.  W. 
Thompson  (West  Ham  Brothers),  for  annual  subscriptions. 
Secretaries  will  oblige  by  sending  unsold  tickets  and  cash 
for  those  sold  for  the  late  Mohawk  benefit .— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District). 
—The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be_  to  the 
Brunswick  Brothers  A.S.,  Cherry  Tree,  Brunswick-road, 
Bromley-by-Bow,  on  Tuesday  next,  April  13.  Anglers 
who  will  favour  us  with  their  company  will  oblige.— G. 
Manninq.  _  .  _.  .. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing List.— A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take 
place  on  Monday  evening,  April  12,  at  the  St.  Albans 
A.S.,  Royal  George,  New-street,  Kennington  Park-roid. 
As  this  society  is  represented  on  every  visit,  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.— G.  W.  Armstrong. 

Anglers' Association  (Western  District)  Visit- 
ing List.— On  April  6,  a  most  enjoyable  visit  was  paid 
to  the  Elgin  Angling  Society,  and  ten  clubs  were  repre- 


sented  The  A.B.S.  box  contained  £1  10s.,  the  next  visit 
is  to  the  Foley,  Prince  of  Wales,  Great  Barlow-street, 
Marylebone,  date  will  appear  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  after 
the  Easter  recess.— J.  Harris.  t 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Tenth  Lea  Com- 
petition.—Since  last  report,  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with 
thanks,  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  :  Firm  and  True, 
2s.  ;  Izack  Walton,  2s. ;  Waggoners,  Is.  ;  Amicable 
Excelsior,  3s. ;  Good  Fellowship,  4s.  ;  Walthamstow 
Brothers  3s. ;  St.  Pancras  Piscatorials,  3s.  ;  Royal 
George,  6s.  ;  United  Brothers,  6s.  ;  Westminster,  8s  ; 
Eustouians,  3s.  Winners  don't  forget  May  4,  at  the 
Hoxton  Brothers.— S.  Malby.  .     ~  ' 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next  at 
9  p.m.  to  arrange  for  our  seventh  annual  dinner  and  the 
unity  question ;  every  member  is  to  attend  in  full  force. 
Absent  members  who  have  removed  from  last  address 
kindly  accept  this  as  the  official  club  notice  for  the  above 
society.— Ben  Abrahams.  . 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queens 
Hotel,  St.  Philip-street,  Queen' s-road,  Bittersea,  S.  W.— 
A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  evening:, 
April  13,  for  revision  of  rules,  and  to  make  arrangements 
for  supper,  &c.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend,  as 
this  is  of  the  utmost  importance. — A.  T. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.— A  spetial  general 
meeting  is  called  for  Wedn<  sday  next,  April  14,  at  10  p.m. 
sharp  for  the  election  of  officers  and  other  important  busi- 
ness. This  will  also  be  quarterly  night.  All  members  are 
requested  te  attend  without  fail.— T.  Paternoster. 

Brighton  Anglers'  Association.  —  The  annual 
meeting  was  held  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Queeu's-road,  on 
Tuesday  last,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Pain.  The 
s;cretary,  Mr.  W.  Martin,  was  thanked  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  had  carried  out  the  business  of  the 
association  during  the  year,  and  also  for  the  substantial 
balance  in  hand  of  £31  9s.  7d.  Nine  members  were 
elected.  A  valuable  cup  was  presented  by  Mr.  Gilbert 
Dalziel("  Ally  Sloper  ")  to  be  fished  for.  Mr.  Bunting 
also  prf  sented  the  association  with  a  painting  relating  to 
one  cf  his  fishing  exploits  in  Norfolk.  Mr.  Kernpshall 
hoped  they  would  succeed  in  obtaining  a  board  of  conser- 
vators for  the  liver  Adur,  which  would  protect  it  from 
being  netted.  This  river,  if  preserved,  would  ba  the  best 
river  in  Sussex  for  coarse  fishing  during  the_  summer  and 
autumn  months.  The  following  won  specimen  prizes  : 
Messrs.  J.  Stevens  (tench),  Durrant  (rcacb),  and  A. 
Stapleton  (trout).  The  election  of  officers  followed.— G. 
Saunders.  ..  „, 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswiok-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  E. — The  return 
visit  of  the  above  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  13. 
Any  society  not  having  received  notice  please  accept  this 
invitation.— J.  Watkins.  _  -  . 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  lhe 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
A  special  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  April  22, 
at  8.30  punctually,  for  revision  of  rules,  &c— G.  T. 
Jameson.  ..      _    .....     _,    m.  , 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill,  Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— At  our  last  meetipg  a 
six  mouths'  balance-sheet  was  passed,  and  the  club  is  in 
a  flourishing  condition.  Members  are  requested  to  settle 
all  arrears  now,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  all  prizes 
promised  by  numerous  friends  so  that  everything  will  be 
vin  order  by  our  supper  night,  which  takes  place  on 
May  11.— S.  Violet.  , 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— The  next  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Foley 
A.S.,  held  at  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Grtat  Barlow-street, 
High-street,  Marylebone,  on  Tuesday,  April  13.  They 
ought  to  have  a  good  meeting,  as  this  is  their  first  visit  on 
this  li»t.  The  quarterly  delegate  meeting  will  be  on 
April  15,  at  the  Middlesex  Arms,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  next  competition,  tj  meet  at  9  p  m.— F.  Castbll. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— April  0 
was  quarterly  night,  when  the  electi  n  of  officers  took  place. 
Some  very  important  business  was  discussed  at  the  last 
moment,  when  it  was  found  necessary  to  adjourn  the 
meeting  till  April  13— T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arme, 
Stamford-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.  — I  beg  to  remind 
anglers  of  our  Central  visit  on  Monday  next,  April  12, 
when  all  visitors  will  receive  an  hearty  welcome.— W.  Ash. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester- 
row,  Westminster.— On  March  28,  Mr.  H.  Sheekey 
weighed-in  roach.  A  special  meeting  is  called  for  next 
Wednesday  for  election  of  officers  and  other  important 
business.— A.  Chappell.  .  A 

Crown  and  Bucfcland  Piscatorial  Society, 
Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerkenwell-green,  L.C.— Our  return 
visit  was  a  great  success,  fifteen  clubs  being  represented 
in  addition  to  a  large  number  of  visitors.  1  teg  to  thank 
the  friends  who  contributed  to  the  harmony  and  made  the 
evening  such  an  enjoyable  one—  G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms. 
Brownlow-streot,  Dalston.-On  April  6  our  annual  general 
meeting  took  place,  and  the  election  ot  officers  tor  the 
ensuing  year  :  Mr.  A.  E.  Llojd,  chairman,  in  lieu  ot 
Mr  F  Legge,  sen.  (resigned);  Mr.  S.  Malby,  secretary  ; 
Mr'  Peek  treasurer,  in  place  of  Mr.  Flowers  (reigned) ; 
Messrs  f'.  Baldwin,  A.  Maddams,  C  Slade,  W.  Thompson, 
and  T  Comber  were  elected  committeemen.  Messrs.  1. 
Midsoii  and  R  Parram  retain  their  office  of  trustees; 
Messrs.  S.  Malby  and  A.  E.  Lloyd,  delegates  to  the 
Anglers'  Association.  The  annual  dinner  will  take i  plaoe 
on  May  11,  at  the  Brownlow  Arms,  and  the  distribution 
of  piizes  on  May  20.  The  meeting  was  adjourned  until 
Tuesday,  April  13.— S.  Malby.  ' '  .  ,  XT  ... 
Elgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Hotting 


264 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  10,  1897 


Hill. — Our  visit  on  April  (>  was  fairly  successful.  The 
chair  and  vioe  being  taken  by  Mr.  Norriss  of  the  Foley 
and  Mr.  Jenkins  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Mr.  Ladd,  (our 
host),  Mr.  Musgrave  (of  the  St.  John's  A.S.),  and 
several  members  of  the  Campden  and  other  clubs  -joined  in 
the  harmony.  Ten  clubs  were  represented,  and  3Us.  found 
in  the  box.— G.  King. 

Epsom  Angling  Society,  The  Wellington  Hotel, 
High-street,  Epsom.  —  The  annual  general  meeting  was 
held  on  Tuesday  evening,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill  in  the 
chair.  The  hon.  secretary  stated  that  the  society  now 
numbered  ninety-three  members.  Messrs.  M  D.  Rucker, 
and  G.  II.  Longman,  had  consented  to  become  vice- 
presidents.  The  thanks  of  the  society  were  given 
to  Messrs.  T.  Crumpleu  and  A.  Jardine,  for  their 
excellent  papers.  The  annual  dinner  will  take  place 
on  April  14.  Mr.  Dix  (lion  treasurer)  in  submitting 
the  balance  sheet,  showed  a  balance  in  hand.  Mr.  Dix 
presented  a  list  of  prizes  won  by  the  members,  Mr.  J. 
Jeffery  being  most  [successful,  having  taken  no  less  than 
ten  prizes.  The  election  of  officers  then  took  place.  Mr. 
Shrutssle  took  part  in  a  discussion  on  the  amalgamation 
question,  when  the  members  present  resolved  :  "  That  the 
sooiety  will  have  much  pleasure  in  supporting  such  a 
movement."— J.  Keal. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hilliugton-street,  Walworth. — We  had  three  more  roach 
sent  to  be  preserved  last  week,  making  ten  in  all  for  our 
monster  case.  The  minstrels  captivated  our  visitors  last 
weak  with  their  angling  ditties  and  various  solos.  Messrs. 
E.  J.  and  H.  J.  Risebrook  were  elected  as  working 
members  last  week.  We  arrange  date  for  prize  distribution 
next  Wednesday. — Alf.  Gunn. 

Good  Intent  Angling-  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditch. — Our  concert  will  take  place 
on  Tuesday,  April  13.  Mr.  G.  H.  Sheppard,  of  the 
Bermondsey  Angling  Society,  will  preside,  and  Mr.  G. 
Armstrong,  vice-chairman  ;  commence  at  8.30.  On  April  6 
there  was  a  good  attendance.  _  With  regard  to  the  amalga- 
mation "question,"  our  society  resolved  that:  "One 
strong  association  for  the  whole  of  London  would  be  far 
better  than  two,  and  tendered  hearty  thanks  to  Dr.  Pat- 
terson for  bringing  the  question  to  the  front,  and  that  he 
will  persavere  with  it,  and  he  may  rest  assured  he  will 
have  the  support  of  all  right  thinking  anglers." — R. 
Murphy. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E. — The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 
April  G,  Mr.  Stokes  in  the  chair.  Fifty-twopence,  as  a 
start,  was  collected  for  Lloyd's  Neivspaper  collection  for 
t'ie  Prince  of  Wales's  Hospital  Fund.  Messrs.  W.  J. 
Wade,  R.  Penney,  and  J.  H.  Rich  gave  Is.  and  2s.  each 
respectively  towards  the  Imperial  Institute  working 
panoramic  model  of  the  Thames.  The  T.A.P.  box  was 
passed  round  the  room,  thechaii  man  starting  the  collection 
by  giving  2s.  This  box  will  be  opened  on  the  27th  inst., 
when  some  dissolving  views  of  the  Thames  will  be  shown 
by  Mr.  Lea.    Friends  will  be  welcomed. — W.  K. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  Coleruan-street,  E.C. — A  special  general 
meeting  (Mr.  G.  Chambers,  vice-president,  in  the  chair) 
was  held  on  Tuesday  evening  to  take  into  consideration 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  J.  Tayler,  the  secretary.  The 
following  resolution  was  put  and  carried:  "  That  Mr.  J. 
Tayler's  resignation  be  accepted  with  great  regret,  and 
that  he  be  cordially  thanked  for  the  valuable  services  he 
has  rendered  to  the  society."  An  ordinary  meeting  was 
afterwards  held,  when  the  following  proposition  was 
seconded  and  carried  unanimously  :  "  That  Mr.  J.  Tayler, 
t  ie  late  secretary,  be  elected  an  honorary  member  of  this 
society."  Messrs.  Wright  and  Clements  were  requested 
to  take  over  the  duties  of  hon.  secretaries  {pro  tem).  Fish- 
ing reports  were  made  by  Mr.  Bramley,  pike ;  Mr.  R. 
Snare,  roich;  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  181b.  of  good 
roach,  from  the  society's  waters  (several  being  over 
lib  )-E.C.C. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling- Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane^  Bethnal-green -— Mr.  E.  Lawrence  was 
proposed  as  a  member.  Members  should  attend  next 
Wednesday,  quarterly  night. — C.  Smith. 

Highbury  angling  Society,  The  Globe,  Upper 
Tollington-road,  Holloway,  N. — Several  members  of  this 
society  were  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  held  in  the 
Swallow  Assembly  Rooms,  Piccadilly,  on  the  1st  inst.  In 
order  to  impress  upon  members  the  necessity  of  attending 
any  future  meetings  that  may  be  held  in  support  of 
amalgamation,  they  are  hereby  reminded  of  the  societies' 
resolution  relating  thereto,  viz.j  "That  the  Highbury 
Angling  Society  are  unanimously  in  favour  of  the  Anglers' 
and  Central  Associations  being  merged  into  one."  Our 
reJsons  have  already  beon  fully  stated  in  the  report  of 
Feb.  27.  The  following  is  the  list  of  specimen  fish  taken 
during  the  past  season  i  Roach,  Messrs.  P.  Salmond, 
21b.  2oz.,  21b.  2oz.,  lib.  14oz.,  and  lib.  13oz. ;  G.  Westrup, 
lib.  llioz.  and  lib.  lloz.  j  S.  Stone,  lib.  Ho/,. ;  G. 
Westrup,  lib.  lOJoz. ;  T.  A.  Shaw,  lib.  10£oz. ;  P. 
Salmond,  lib.  lOoz. :  T.  A.  Shaw,  lib.  9Joz. ;  P.  Salmond, 
lib.  9oz. ;  G.  H.  Rutherford, .  lib.  8'Joz.  ;  G.  Westrup, 
lib  8oz. ;  G.  H.  Rutherford,  lib.  8oz.  and  lib.  8oz. 
Rudd:  G.  H.  Rutherford,  lib.  lOoz.  Perch:  J.  C.  Webb, 
31r>.  ;  W.  D.  Hull,  21b.  2Joz. ;  J.  C.  Gehrling,  21b.  2oz. 
Pike  :  T.  A.  8haw,  241b.  loz.  Dace  :  T.  A'.  Shaw,  12$oz. ; 
W  D.  Hull,  lljoz.  ;  G.  H.  Rutherford,  lOJoz.  and  lOoz. 
Th«  thirty-seventh  annual  dinner  has  been  arranged  for 
Wednesday,  May  20,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  vice-president,  in 
the  chiir.— T.  A.  Shaw. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  KingsUnd-road,  Shorecu'ch.  B. — On  Tuesday  last 
we  made  another  new  working  member  (Mr.  W.  Norman), 
and  Mr.  T  C.  Sowerbutta  was  proposed.  Our  concert, 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  April  27. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— On  March  28  Mr.  Deedyhad 


roach  and  dace  ;  Mr.  Goddard,  roach  ;  and  Mr.  Bur  jvash, 
roach  and  dace.  Members  sh  uld  show  up  on  Tuesday 
next  and  clear  the  books,  ai  d  s<  ttle  about  dinner  or 
supper,  and  distribution  of  prizes.  Members  and  friends 
kindly  forward  their  prizes  at  their  earliest  convenience, 
and  oblige. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut-tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  visit  on 
the  S.L.U.V.  List  on  Monday  was  most  successful.  A 
general  meeting  is  called  for  April  14,  at  8.30  sharp. — G. 
Edwards. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street Pentonville. — I  must  request  members  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  next  to  arrange  date  for  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes. — W.  Watling. 

juiveipool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool. — 
For  more  thin  a  week  there  has  been  keen,  cold,  easterly 
winds  blowing,  and  fly  fishing  has  been  almost  a  complete 
failure.  Some  trout  have,  however,  been  obtained  with 
the  worm  out  of  the  reservoir,  Pen-y-Ode,  and  a  few  from 
the  Alyn.  Poor  Alyn  !  It  is  a  wonder  there  is  a  trout 
left  in  it,  for  it  is  literally  netted  and  wormed  to  death. 
This  river  would  be  a  good  trout  stream  if  it  could  be 
efficiently  protected  from  the  free  ranger,  but  as  there  is 
no  restriction,  every  angler  from  near  and  far  has  a  go  at 
it.  We  took  some  preliminary  steps  to  rent  a  few  miles 
of  it,  but  found  the  expense  of  properly  protecting  the 
fish  would  be  too  much,  for  everyone  seems  to  think  it 
ought  to  be  left  as  it  is.  We  shall  fix  our  Easter  outings 
on  Thursday  evening  next. — Rd.  Woolkall. 

Liverpool  Bast  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row. — There  was  a 
good  attendance  of  members  at  the  meeting  of  the  above 
association  on  Monday  last,  when  the  balance  sheet  for  the 
first  quarter  was  read,  and  showed  the  income  as  £"32  4s., 
expenditure,  £"15  0s.  9cL,  balance  in  hand,  £17  3s.  3d.  This 
is  a  satisfactory  condition  of  the  finances.  The  committee 
will  meet  at  7.30  p.m.  on  Monday  next  to  di  cuss  a  few 
important  items.  The  anglers  of  Liverpool  who  fish  the 
Aljn  and  Dee  will  no  doubt  regret  to  hear  that  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Holiins,  of  the  Griffin  Inn  at  Rossett,  have  retired 
from  business— the  new  tenant  is  named  Griffiths. — James 
Reynolds. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — Mr.  G.  Wreke,  landlord 
of  the  above  A.S.,  has  now  taken  over  the  well-known 
waters  at  Langford  (same  as  recently  rented  by  the 
Anglers'  Association),  and  applications  should  be  made  for 
tickets  (os.  each),  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  secretary, 
Mr.  F.  Keen,  26,  Spital-road,  Maiden,  Essex,  who  will  be 
pleased  to  give  any  fuither  information  respecting  the 
same. — F.  Keen. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Kingsgate-street,  Holborn. — On  April  1  our  books  were 
audited  and  showed  a  good  balance,  Messrs.  Long  and 
Kemble  were  the  auditors.  Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  May  3,  all  prize  donors  will  greatly  oblige  by 
forwarding  their  prizes  at  their  earliest  convenience  ;  hope 
members  will  attend  next  meeting  to  arrange  matters  of 
importance,  also  to  give  the  Collingwood  a  bumper  on 
Monday  next. — A.  Toplis. 

Park  Angling  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane, 
Tottenham. — A  successful  visit  of  societies  on  the  N.N.E. 
suburban  district  list  was  paid  to  the  above  on  April  6,  the 
chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Watson,  assisted  by  Mr. 
W.  Skeggs  and  Mr.  C.  Ashmore.  Piinist,  Mr.  H.Adams. 
Some  excellent  songs  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  W.  Watson, 
Davies,  Hobart,  Bell,  Williams,  Cole,  H  Gibbs,  A. 
Pemberton,  Coppin,  Zetten,  C.  Ashmore,  C.  Spirrow, 
and  others.  On  the  roll  being  called  ten  clubs  re- 
sponded — W.  S. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — On  April  13  we  will  fix  date  of  annual  supper 
and  other  business. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road.  —  Last  Monday 
(quarterly  night)  we  had  a  very  poor  attendance.  Mr. 
Bowyer  was  elected  secretary  (pro  tem.),  with  power  to 
call  special  meeting  for  the  election  of  an  annual  secretary, 
the  present  one  having  resigned.  Please  show  up  at 
special  meeting. 

St.  Alban's  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New  - 
street,  Kennington  Park-road. — Our  vi-it  on  the  Anglers' 
Association  takes  place  on  Monday,  April  12.  This  being 
our  first  visit  on  this  association,  I  trust  we  shall  be  well 
supported.  Wednesday,  April  28,  has  been  fixed  for  the 
settling  up  of  all  prizes',  arrears,  &c,  and  an  outing  and 
dinner  arrrnged  for  at  Amberley  in  May. — H.  Allan. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Tut  slay,  April  27. 
I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  applications  for  tickets 
and  likewise  to  receive  prizes. — Pelican. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  At  our  annual 
meeting  on  March  30  Mr.  Talbot  was  elected  chairman  for 
ensuing  season  in  place  of  Mr.  J.  Harwood  ;  Mr.  W. 
Taylor  re-elected  vice-chairman  ;  our  hon.  sec,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Smith,  having  resigned,  Mr.  E.  Jennings  elected  in  his 
stead;  .assistant-Eecretiry,  Mr.  A.  Littlewood  ;  treasurer, 
host  Mr.  A.  Maynard;  committee,  Messrs.  W.  Taylor, 
F.  C.  Cerrard,  J.  Harwood,  J.  Hare,  H.  Holt,  C.  Chalk, 
and  J.  S.  Smith.  Mr.  Hare  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of 
roach  and  dace,  8£lb.  (heaviest  roach,  lib.  4oz.).  On 
April  0  we  made  nine  new  members— Messrs.  E.  Frost, 
C.  Ravenhill,  J,  Hollyman.B.  Pope,  J.Lunn,  E  Hohmann, 
A.  Ballinger,  O.  Dowhurst,  and  J.  Pennyfather.  We 
also  made  a  good  collection  towards  the  Lloyd's  Hospital 
Fund. — E.  Jennings. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  On 
March  30  our  concert  on  behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.  was  a 


great  success.  I  thank  the  representatives  of  the  Camden, 
Dibdin,  Royal  George,  Independent,  Bloomsbury  Brother!, 
Seymour  Brothers,  and  other  club3.  The  next  visit  on 
behalf  of  the  T.A.P.S.  will  go  to  the  Camden  on  Monday, 
April  12.  At  our  meeting  on  April  7  a  vote  of  confidence 
waspassed  in  the  Central  Association. — T.  Austin. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion.  Al 
Embankment. — Wo  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  6t 
Members  note  next  Tuesday,  April  13,  is  the  date  wh~ 
the  books  must  be  cleared.    Some  important  business 
be  transacted  at  9.30  punctually.    We  have  vacancies. 
II.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society 

Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— On  Wednesda 
the  committee  gave  a  report  of  the  revision  of  rules. 
Mr.  Wake  then  gave  the  auditor's  report.    The  delegate*?? 
gave  a  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Central  on  Monday 
last.  The  following  officers  were  re-elected  :  Mr.  T.  Alder,"' 
treasurer;  Mr.  E.  Sutehall,  secretary  :  Mr.  F.  C.  Carter,' 
chairman;  Mr.  C.  Wake,"assistant  secretary  ;  and  Messrs^ 
C.  Wake  and  Griffen,  delegates.    I  beg  to  remind  all 
members  who  hold  dinner  tickets  that  same  must  be, 
accounted  for  the  Saturday  previous  to  the  dinner,  which 
takes  place  on  April  28. — F.  E.  Haydon. 

Warrington  Anglers'  Association.— The  ordi- 
nary monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  of  this  society,  was 
held  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  on  Thursday,  April  1 ,  Mr.  L. 
Greening  ccoupied  the  chair.  The  following  resolutions 
were  carried:  that  "  the  taking  of  pike  from  the  portion, 
of  the  river  Gowy,  rented  by  the  association,  be  not 
allowed;"  that  "  Mr.  J.  Garner  be  re-appointed  keeper 
over  the  waters  rented  by  the  association ; "  that 
"Messrs.  W.  H.  J.  Jenkins,  Peter  Knight,  Fred,  jj 
Emson,  and  James  Bancroft,  form  a  deputation  to  go  and 
select  a  suitable  site  along  the  Gowy,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  rearing  pond  constructed."  A  very  exhaustive 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  executive  meeting  of  the 
Provincial  Anglers'  Association  at  Bristol  was  given  by 
the  secretary,  Mr.  P.  Knight. — F.  J.  EMBON. 

West  London  Angling  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle, 
Hammersmith. — On  March  31  Mr.  Patrick  was  elected  a 
member.  After  the  usual  club  business  a  discussion  took 
place  in  reference  to  the  circular  issued  by  Mr.  Wade, 
and  the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  carried : 
"  That  the  members  of  this  club  protest  against  the 
action  of  interested  individuals  in  holding  partisan  meet- 
ings for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  what  they  are  pleased  to 
call  'unity,'  and  consider  that  the  Central  Association 
represents  the  real  opinion  of  London  anglers,  a  proof  of 
which  is  shown  in  the  continual  enrolment  of  angling 
societies,  not  only  new  but  old-established  ones,  which  are 
seceding  from  the  other  association,  simply  because  their 
members  find  that  in  the  '  Central '  their  wishes  and 
prosperity  are  best  served  and  secured."  This  resolu- 
tion was  read  out  by  Mr.  Elsmore  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Central  Association  on  Monday  last,  who  specially  advistd 
all  the  delegates  present  to  convey  the  same  sentiments  to 
to  their  own  clubs. — J.  J.  Hunter. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.  —  Our  first 
annual  dinner  was  held  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel  on  Mon- 
day evening,  the  president,  Mr.  Walter  Dowson,  in  the 
chair.  Over  forty  members  and  friends  sat  down.  In 
giving  the  toast,  Success  to  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial 
Society,"  the  chairman  congratulated  the  members  upon 
the  encouraging  success  they  had  attained  during  the 
initial  year  of  the  club's  existence,  also  as  regarded, 
not  only  the  quantity  of  fish  caught,  but  the  unusual 
number  of  specimens  which  had  been  creeled.  He  wished 
the  society  every  prosperity  in  the  future,  and  added  that 
much  of  the  good  fortune  which  had  hitherto  attended  the 
club  had  been  due  in  no  small  degree  to  the  energy  of  the 
hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  A.  Bolt,  with  whos1"  name  the 
toast  was  coupled.  Mr.  Rolt,  in  replying  for  himself  and 
the  hon.  secretary,  mentioned  that  a  year  ago  the  society 
was  started  by  six  enthusiasts,  whereas  at  the  present 
moment  they  had  forty  ordinary  and  hon.  members. 
During  the  season  the  members  had  taken  over  2341b. 
weight  of  fish.  Seven  of  them  were  chub,  weighing  from 
41b  to  41b.  ooz.  ;  one,  an  81b.  carp  ;  seven  roach  went  from 
1  Jib.  to  lijlb.  ;  several  perch  of  1  Jib.  each,  and  some  fine 
dace  and  pike  had  also  been  taken.  They  had  had  many 
promises  of  new  membership,  and  several  special  prizes 
had  already  been  offered  for  competition  in  the  forth- 
coming season.  During  the  evening  the  hon.  treasurer, 
Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt,  was  presented  with  a  silver  teapot  in 
recognition  of  the  servicas  he  had  rendered  to  the  society. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

There  was  a  crowded  gathering  of  delegates  at  the 
monthly  meetiug  held  at  the  Bedford  Head.  Hotel,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden,  on  Monday  evening  last— representa- 
tives from  forty-eight  clubs  attended.  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcilf 
presided,  and  Mr.  T.  Goodwins  occupied  the  vice-chair. 
The  minutes  of  previous  meeting  and  preliminary  matters 
were  soon  disposed  of.  and  includtd  in  the  correspondence 
was  a  letter  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Howard,  thanking  the 
delegates  for  their  kindly  expressions  of  sympathy  and 
good  wi  hjs  for  his  recovery  ;  also  lotters  from  the  Lord 
Chamberlain,  the  Dyers'  and  Vintners'  Companies,  and  the 
Thames  Conservancy.  In  refeience  to  the  all  important 
question  of  the  removal  of  tho  b.irron  swans  from  the 
Thames  during  the  spawning  season,  Mr  Walter  Emden, 
J.P.,  L.O.C.,  Mr.  II.L.W.  Lawson.L.C.C,  and  Mr.  H.  W. 
Higgina,  the  newly  appointed  hon.  sec  of  tho  T.A.P.S., 
have  been  working  iudefatigably  to  secure  a  satisfactory 
result,  and  it  was  announoed  that  morning  that  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  (the  Earl  of  Latham)  had  agreed  to  accede  to 
the  wishes  of  the  London  anglers,  and  the  swans  wx  uld  bo 
forthwith  housed  for  the  remainder  of  the  season.  Tho 
circular  in  reference  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston's  eohemo  for  a 
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•orking  model  of  the  Thames,  to  be  shown  at  the  forth- 
■  Dining  Imperial  Institute  Fisheries  Exhibition,  was  con- 

idered  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  and  interest  to  anglers 
[  nd  other  j ;  it  was  therefore  unanimously  decided  to  vote 
!  he  sum  of  one  guinea  to  the  fund ,  and  all  clubs  were  urged 
I  o  support  it. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  gave  a  very  interesting  report  of  the 
Vork  of  the  T.A.P.S.  at  their  recent  meeting,  and  a  hearty 
•ote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  him  for  his  attendance,  he 
laving  specially  journeyed  from  Birmingham  for  this 
neeting.  •  L-  e 

A  discussion  ensued  in  reference  to  the  question  ot 
troalgamation,  which  is  being  agitated  by  a  few  individuals, 
[t  being  considered  necessary  to  finally  pronounce  the 
lecided  opinion  of  the  association  on  this  question,  the 
nore  so  seeing  that  it  had  been  stated  that  the  Central 
were  afraid  to  tackle  the  subject,  Mr.  C.  Watling,  in  a 
,-ery  able  speech,  moved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  seconded  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  (Friendly  Anglers)  : 
'  That  this  meeting  of  delegates  from  forty-eight  angling 
dubs  considers  it  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  London 
inglers  that  the  Central  should  continue  to  work  on  the 
lines  so  successfully  carried  out  for  many  years  past,  being 
of  opinion  that  there  is  ample  scope  for  both  associations, 
and  pledges  itself  to  oppose  any  wild  proposals  of 
amalgamation." 

An  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hawkins,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Richardson,  "  That  this  association  refuses  to  express 
its  opinion  on  the  subject  at  present."  On  the  amendment 
being  put  to  the  meeting  only  three  voted  in  its  favour, 
and  was  declared  lost,  the  voting  in  favour  of  the  resolution 
was  fifty-five  and  three  against. 

Mr.  Watling  reported  having  attended  a  visit  of  clubs  in 
the  North  Western  district  at  the  Camden  A.S.  when 
twenty-nine  clubs  were  well  represented,  and  during  an 
interval  in  the  programme  a  diecussion  ensued  in  reference 
to  the  question  of  amalgamation  and  a  resolution  was 
moved  and  carried  unanimously,  That  two  associations 
are  necessary  and  beneficial  to  the  interests  of  the  working 
man  angler,  and  further  pledges  itself  to  resist  the  present 
attempt  to  coerce  the  Central  at  all  costs." 

A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  president  and  vice- 
president  concluded  the  business  of  the  evening. 

W.  J.  Wade. 
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such  trout  from  any  such  river,  water,  or  loch  ;  or  within 
the  said  dates,  both  inclusive,  to  have  possession  ot  or 
expose  for  sale  such  trout ;  and  if  any  person  shall  so  fish 
for  or  take  such  trout  from  any  river,  water,  or  loch  m 
Scotland,  or  shall  hive  possession  of  such  trout,  or 
expose  such  trout  for  sale  at  any  time  within  the 
said  dates,  both  inclusive,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
a  sum  not  exceeding  £5  for  every  such  _  offence. 
Provided  that  in  the  case  of  any  stew  or  artificial  pond, 
or  other  water  where  trout  are  kept  in  captivity,  or 
aititicially  reared  and  fed,  no  owner,  occupier,  or  lessee  ot 
any  such  stew,  artificial  pond,  or  other  water,  nor  any 
person  employed  by  such  owner,  occupier,  or  lessee,  nor 
auy  person  to  whom  such  trout  may  be  consigned  for  sale, 
or  otherwise  by  such  owner,  occupier,  or  lessee,  or  by  a 
person  or  persons  employed  by  him,  shall  be  rendered 
liable  to  anything  contained  in  this  Act  to  any  penalty 
under  its  provisions,  in  respect  of  any  trout  obtained  for 
the  purposes  of,  or  kept  in,  or  sent  from  such  stew, 
artiticiil  pond,  or  other  water.  ' 

2  The  Trout  (Scotland)  Act,  1845,  and  the  Trout 
(Scotland)  Act,  1860,  shall  be  and  are  hereby  amended 
accordingly,  and  this  Act  shall  be  read  and  construed  along 
with  and  as  part  of  the  said  recited  Acts,  and  the  provisions 
of  the  said  recited  Acts  as  so  amended  shall  apply  to  this 
Act  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  this  Act  were  iucorpjrated 
with  and  formed  part  of  the  said  recited  Acts. 

3.  Nothing  in  this  Act  contained  shall  be  deemed  to 
affect  the  application  of  the  provisions  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts,  1865  and  1873,  to  the  River  Esk,  together 
with  its  banks  and  tributary  streams,  within  the  counties 
of  Dumfries  and  Roxburgh. 

4.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Trout  (Scotland)  Act, 
1897. 


HERTFORD  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  was  held  at  their 
headquarters,  the  Station  Hotel,  Hertford,  on  Wednesday, 
31st  ult.  The  president  (W.  G.  Garratt,  Esq.)  occupied 
the  chair. 

The  hon.  secretary  having  read  the  report  and  balance- 
sheet,  the  latter  showing  a  balance  of  £15  in  favour  of  the 
society,  the  adoption  of  the  report  wis  moved  by  Mr.  W. 
Waller,  the  vice-president,  who  said  that  he  considered 
that  all  the  members  would  regard  it  as  eminently  satis- 
factory, showing,  as  it  did,  that  the  society  was  making 
good  progress  and  doing  all  it  could  to  further  the  interest 
of  its  members.    The  proposed  new  purchase  of  trout 
would  make  nearly  a  thousand  turned  into  the  subscription 
water,  besi  les  a  smaller  number  in  the  upper  waters  in 
Hartham.    The  committee  had  determined  that  there 
should  be  no  complaint  this  year,  as  last,  about  the  state 
of  the  weeds,  as  thess  would  be  cut  as  often  as  required, 
keeping  the  water  in  a  fair  state  for  fishing.    The  last 
year,  being  the  first  the  society  had  held  the  subscription 
water,  they  were  at  some  disadvantage,  and  had  not 
sufficient  funds  to  do  all  that  was  necessary  ;  but  this 
difficulty  would  be  obviated  in  the  present  season,  as  a 
portion  of  the  balance  in  hand  would  be  held  in  reserve  to 
meet  contingencies.     He  asked  members  to  use  every 
end;avour  to  prevent  the  smaller  fish  being  taken,  and  to 
give  notice  to  tke  officers  of  the  society  of  any  infraction  of 
the  rules,  that  in  any  gross  case  the  offender  might  be 
prosecuted,  and  the  trout  which  had  been  turned  in  pre- 
served until  they  were  in  a  fit  and  proper  state  to  be  taken. 
Mr.  Higden  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  carried. 
Mr.  W.  G.. Garratt  was  re-elected  president  for  the  third 
time.   He  thanked  the  members  for  their  continued  con- 
fidence in  him,  and  said  they_  had  now  one  of  the  finest 
pieces  of  water  one  could  wish  to  see,  and  with  the  re- 
stocking which  had  been  carried  out  during  the  past  years, 
would  prove  one  of  the  best  trout  streams  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  London.    Mr.  W.  Waller  was  re-elected  vice- 
president,  Mr.  J.  Fairale,  treasurer,  and  Mr.  W.  Claydon, 
hon.  Eecretary.     The  committee  was  then  elected  as 
follows :  Mr.  B.  J.  Gripper,  Dr.  Brunton,  Messrs.  J.  R. 
Cocks,  O.  E.  Rose,  W.  Smith,  J.  S.  Jekall,  J.  B.  Close, 
H.  Johnson,  E.  J.  Wickham,  A.  Fitzjohn,  N.  Baker,  F. 
Townshend,  and  Colour-Sergt.  Higden.    Since  the  report 
-  was  issued  the  committee  have  secured  a  quantity  of  two- 
year-old  trout  in  splendid  condition,  which  will  be  placed 
'in  the  water  at  the  same  time  as  the  500  yearlings 
mentioned  therein.    The  meeting  clo3ed  with  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  chairman. 


TROUT  FISHING  CLOSE  TIME 
(SCOTLAND). 
The  Bill  to  provide  a  close  time  for  trout  fishing  in 
Scotland,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  Mr.  Shaw  Stewart,  Sir  John  Kinloch,  Mr. 
Hozier,  Mr.  Malcolm,  and  Mr.  Vernon  Wentworth,  has 
been  issued.  The  following  is  the  text  of  it,  after  the 
usual  formal  introduction  : — 


.  1.  Itshall  not  bo  lawful  for  any  person,  except  as  here- 
inafter specified,  at  any  time  after  the  passing  of  this  Act, 
between  Oct.  15  in  any  year  and  Feb.  28  in  the  year 
following,  both  inclusive,  to  fish  for  common  trout  {xalwo 
fario)  in  auy  river,  water,  or  loch  in  Scotland,  by  net, 
rod,  line,  or  otherwiae,  or  in  any  way  whatever  to  take 


AN  HISTORIC  HOSTELRIE. 

The  members  of  the  British  Sea  Anglers'  Society  and, 
indeed,  wielders  of  the  rod  in  fresh  and  salt  water,  will  be 
pleased  to  know  that  Mr.  Henry  Ball,  hon.  secretary,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  has  become  mine 
host  of  that  most  famous  of  old  posting  houses,  the  Crown 
Hotel   Upton  Royal,  Slough.    In  the  old  coaching  days 
the  Crown,  which  is  quite  a  palatial  building  on  the  cele- 
brated Bath  Road,  was  famous  in  many  ways,  and  here 
the  London  stage  coaches  and  Royal  Mails  pulled  up  to 
refresh  thair  "  nags,"  take  on  relays,  &c,  whilst  the 
passenger  enjoyed  a  cigar,  partook  of  a  glass  of  grog,  or 
dined  on  fat  capons,  or  the  sumptuous  fare  our  great- 
grandfathers knew  how  to  enjoy.    That  an  hostelrie  ot 
such  pretensions  and  dimensions  as  the  Crown  could 
satisfy  the  greatest  epicure,  even  in  those  days,_  goes 
without  saying,  royalty  included ;  and  kings  and  princes, 
from  George  the  Third  down  to  our  present  Prince  ot 
Wales,  have  lunched  and  supped  within  its  portals. 
Hunting  parties  find  ample  accommodation,  there  being 
stabling  for  sixty  horses,  and  hunters  are  taken  in  to  stand 
at  livery  during  the  season.    Modern  travellers  will,  we 
are  sure,  find  their  wants  specially  studied  by  the  present 
host,  Mr.  Ball,  who  is  equal  to  the  highest  class  ot 
catering.    Anglers,  too,  must  not  run  away  with  the  idea 
that   Slough  is  removed  from   their  beloved  haunts, 
as,  although  sea  fishing,  Mr.   Ball's  particular  sport, 
is  non  est,  some  splendid  freshwater  angling  is  to  be 
met  with  in  all  directions,  for  which  Slough  is  an 
excellent  stopping  centre.    Handy  for  the_  Thames  at 
Windsor   Taplow,  or  eveu  Maidenhead  ;  within  a  short 
drive  of  Virginia  Water,  whilst  the  rivers  Colne,  Iver,  and 
Frays  (or  "  Rockingham")  at  West  Drayton,  Yiewsley,  or 
Uxbridge  are  but  a  few  miles  distant  by  direct  rail,  or 
make  a  beautiful  short  drive  through  rural  and  highly 
interesting  scenery.    The  grand  Junction  Canal  is  on  the 
spot.    For  Ascot  Races  the  Crown  offers  exceptional 
accommodation  for  sportsmen,  the  drive  of  eight  miles  to 
the  course  being  a  delightful  one,  amidst  charming  torest 
and  highly  cultivated  estates.    In  spring,  summer,  or 
autumn  the  drives  from  Slough  are  most  enchanting. 
Windsor  and  the  great  park,  with  Virginia  Water,  arebut 
two  or  three  miles  away,  whilst  the  village  of  Iver,  West 
Drayton  Uxbridge,  &c,  make  pleasant  coaching  journeys. 
The  famous  Burnham  Beeches  are  but  three  miles  from 
Slough     In  historical  associations  the  neighbourhood 
affords  much  to  interest.    To  be  seen  are  the  remains  of 
the  great  40ft.  reflecting  telescope  and  speculum  ot  the 
eminent  astrologer,  Sir  William  Herschel.    The  dimen- 
sions of  this  telescope  may  be  imagined  from  the  tact  that 
persons  could  walk  through  it  from  end  to  end  standing 
upright,  vide  the  following  extract  from  the  '  Annals  ot 
Windsor."    Mi;s  Burney  says  :  "  By  the  invitation  ot  Mr. 
Herschel  I  now  took  a  walk,  which  will  sound  to 
you  rather    strange;    it  was    through  his  telescope, 
and  it  held  me  quite  upright  and  without  the  least  incon- 
venience ■  so  would  it  have  done  had  I  been  dressed  in 
feathers  and  a  bell  hoop— such  is  its  circumference.  Mr. 
Smelt  led  the  way,  walking  also  upright,  and  my  father 
followed."    Stoke  Pogis,  in  the  churchyardof  which  Gray 
wrote  his  immortal  "  Elegy,"  and  where  he  was  buried,  is 
within  easy  distance  of  Slough,  whilst  Horton,  five  miles 
from  Slough,  was  a  place  closely  associated  with  the  poet 
Milton,  and  the  village  church  of  Beaconsfield  contains  the 
tombs  of  the  statesman  Burke  and  the  poet  Waller. 
Upton  Church,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  m 
the  [county  of  Bucks,  holds  the  remains  of  Sir  William 
Herschel,  whos?  name  will  live  for  ever  m  the  sciontilic 
world     Reverting  back  to  the  Crown  and  the  good  old 
days  when  George  the  Third  was  king,   reminds  one 
forcibly  of  Shenstone's  lines,  which  conclude  thus  :  — 
Whoe'er  bus  (ravelled  life's  dull  round. 
Where'er  hit)  utigcs  may  have  been, 
May  sigh  to  tbink  he  still  has  fouml 
The  warmest  welcome  at  an  Inn. 
An  amusing  anecdote  appears  in  "  Annals  of  the  Road." 
"  A  certain  baronet,  very  fond  of  the  road,  gave  a  wedding 
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dinner  to  a  coachman  at.  the  Crown  Inn,  Slough  and  the 
description  of  the  nuptial  banquet,  by  one  of  hw  brot her 
whips  who  was  invited  to  the  wedding,  was  as  toUowe 
'  I  walks  in  as  free  as  air.  Hang,  up  «W^*W»g* 
behind  the  door.  Sits  mysett  down  by  th side  ot  a 
young  woman  they  calls  a  lady's  maid  and  gets  as  well 
acquainted  with  her  in  five  minutes,  ae  it  I  had  known  hei 
for  seven  year.  When  we  goes  to  dinner  we  has  a  little 
soup  ti  start  with,  and  a  dish  of  fi*h  they  calls  trout 
spotted  for  all  the  world  like  any  coach  dog  A  lom  ot 
veal  as  white  as  halley-blaster,  the  kidney  tat  as  big  as 
the  crown  of  my  hat ;  I  ain't  lying,  so  heip  me  — —  •  A 
c  mple  of  ducks  stuffed  with  sage  and  mions,  tit  fm  any 
lord,  and  a  pudding  you  might  have  drove  a  coach  aiound 
Sherry,  white  and  red  port,  more  than  did  us  good  and 
at  last  we  goes  to  tea.  I  turns  my  head  short  round,  and 
sees  Bill-making  rather  too  free  St  ip,  says  I  Bill  that 
won't  do.     Nothing  won't  do  here  but  what  s  quite 

genteel."  _ ^^^««— — ■ 

RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 

RIVERS. 

Garry  and  Loch  Oich  (Invergarry,  tA).- 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland  arrived  here  on  Monday 
afternoon.  He  fished  on  the  river  unsuccessfully  that  day 
but  on  Tuesday  he  landed  four  beautiful  fish.  The  river 
is  in  medium  flood,  and  will  soon  require  some  water.  ine 
weather  has  been  cold  up  till  to-day— severe  frost  at  night 
—but  to-day  it  is  very  genial— H'isoN.  vr^W 
Loch  Ness  (I-ort  Augustus,  N.B.).-Nothmg 
been  done  lately,  and  not  likely  to  improve  till  the  farst 
flood,  when  the  April  run  of  fish-which  is  generally  good 
—may  be  expected.— H'ison.  .  , 

Otter  (Budleigb.  Salterton).-The_  river  is  to-day 
(Wednesday,  April  7)  in  flood,  but  is  clearing  rapidly,  and 
good  sport  may  be  expected  for  the  next  week  if  no.  heavy 
rainfalls  occur.  On  Monday  (5th)  there  was 'a  marvellous 
rise  of  March  Browns  and  Duns,  and  the  fish  were  playing 
about  them  in  all  directions,  but  for  some  reason  did  not 
take  well  on  the  preserved  water  between  Tipton  and 
Otterton.  They  took  the  fly  well  on  the  public  water  here, 
and  your  reporter  bagged  seven  brace  of  good  j>?_h,  the 
best  five  weighing  31b.  Flies,  Red  Upright  and  Hare  s 
Ear.-HERON.  cLuBg> 


Anglers'  Association  Visiting  List  (Eastern 
District,  No.  2).— The  return  visit  paid  to  the  Crown 
and  Buckland  A.S.  on  the  6th  was  a  decided  success,  the 
Auh  room  being  crowded.  The  next  visit  will  take  place 
at  the  Eustonian    A.S. ;    date    not  yet    to  hand.— 

F.  Thorling.  _    .  .     mi.  in,-. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling-  Society,  The  Albion, 
Lauriston-road,  South  Hackney  .-Will  members,  attend 
next  Wednesday  to  fix  a  date  for  distribution  of  prizes  and 
other  business.  Hope  members  wi  not  forget .tho 
Brunswick  Brothers'  visit  on  Tuesday  13th  inst.  ;  also  the 
Good  Intent  A.B  S.  concert,  on  the  same  date.— rt. 

H  Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales?  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E.-Will  members 
kindly  show  up  in  strong  force  at  club-room  on  April  21,  as 
there  is  extra  special  business  to  go  through,  and  very 
important  ^  rf 

Great  Barlow-street,  High-street,  Marylebone.  -  Our 
return  visit  on  the  C.D.V.L.  takes  place  on  Tuesday. 
April  13.    Please  do  not  forget  us  on  that  occision.— 

HrorestER<iate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Goodwin-road,  Forest  Gate.-A  committee  meeting  will 
be  held  on  Wednesday  next,  8.30  sharp.  Messrs.  Virgo 
and  Drury  were  proposed  at  last  meeting,  and  will  be 
balloted  for  as  usual— J.  A.  Oliver.  .  avx 

Friendship  Angling  Club,  Mr.  Fielding  s  Stout 
Stores,  Ironmonger  -  row,  Old  -  street  St.  Luke  s .— 
A  special  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday 
next  April  15,  on  which  occasion  the  prizes  will  be  distri- 
buted. Hope  all  members  will  attend,  to  amend  rules  and 
election  of  officers.—  J.  Levien.  ; 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourue- 
road— Members  note  that  a  special  general  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday,  April  21,  for  the  revision  of  rules.— 

^StTjohn's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St 
John's-street-road,  Clerkenwell.-Tho  nineteenth  annual 
supper  took  place  on  the  7th,  and  was  *eU  attended  1  he 
catering  was  carried  out  by  Mr.  Shirley,  of  Old-street,  in  > 
his  usual  handsome  manner,  and  gave  general  satisfaction. 
The  prize  list  for  the  new  season  had  a  splendid  start.— 
F.  Thorling.  e„„;<»*„  «f 

Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St. 
Paul's  Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  *>.&.— 
At  our  general  meeting  on  Wednesday,  /  th  inst,,  it  was 
decided  by  the  members  to  hold  our  annual  dinner  on 
May  12.    The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 

plWoolwiTh  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bwlway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plnmstead.-Our  annua  dinner 
takes  place  at  headquarters  on  Thursday,  April  29.  Will 
all  members  please  take  notice  that  all  prize  money,  Sc., 
should  be  paid  in  at  once  ?—  P.  Smith. 


TnK  Fisheries  Exhibition  will  end  its  successful  courses 
on  Tuesday  next,  and  on  Monday  tho  programme  at  the 
Royal  Aquarium  will  be  strengthened  by  two  rebned  lady 
musicians,  soprano  and  violinist  respectively  a  troupe  ot 
clever  and  comical  dogs  (new  to  London),  and  a  series  oi 
demonstrations  in  self-hypnotism  will  be  given  by  a  lady 
who,  on  Easter  Monday,  proposes  to  send  herself  to  sleep 
for  fourteen  days. 
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Mr.  W.  F.  Booth,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Sussex  Piscatorial 
Society,  writing  to  the  editor  on  a  question  concerning 
their  nev  fly  water,  remarks:  "  Mr.  Chas.  S.  Patterson, 
in  his  interesting  article  on  the  rai>  bow  trout  in  a  recent 
issue  apparently  thinks  that  the  Sussex  Piscatorial  Society 
have  removed  all  coarse  fish  from  Horsted  Keynes 
('  especially  ninety  large  carp')  with  the  idea  of  stocking 
the  same  with  lainbow.  We  had  certainly  intended  to 
place  th°se  fish  in  this  water,  but  in  the  proportion  of  one 
ninbow  to  fifty  or  sixty  fario.  I  may  say  that  as  we  are 
spending  £200  on  this  water,  and  are  hearing  so  many 
diverse  opinions  about  these  magnificent-looking  fish,  it  is 
quite  possible  we  may  place  a  smaller  proportion  than  I 
have  named  with  the  fario,  as  we  cannot  afford  to  run  any 
risk  with  so  much  money  invested." 


The  first  recorded  trout  taken  from  the  Thames  this 
season  was,  on  Friday  last  (April  2),  captured  by  Mr. 
Gomm,  at  Staines.  It  weighed  9|lb.,  "Otter"  Hone 
being  the  puntsman.  The  fish  was  sent  to  Mr.  F.  T. 
Williams,  of  Queen-street,  for  preservation.  It  was  on 
view  on  Monday,  and  reported  to  be  in  grand  condition. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society 
(which  was  announced  for  the  13th)  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  evening,  April  14,  at  the  Wellington  Hotel, 
High-street,  Epsom. 

The  first  spring  fish  (8Jlb.)  was  killed  on  Lough  Erne 
this  week  by  Mr.  James  McGroarty,  fishing  tackle  manu- 
facturer, Letterkenny.    Innis  Owen  gaffed  the  fish. 

The  host  of  the  White  Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex 
(Mr.  G.  Wreke),  has  taken  over  the  Langford  waters 
(recently  rented  by  the  A. A.).  Tickets— annual,  it  is 
presumed — 5s.  Mr.  F.  Keen,  secretary,  26,  Spittal-road, 
Maldon,  will  be  glad  to  give  information. 


The  death  of  Mr.  T.  D.  Genllond,  secretary  of  the 
Great  Eastern  Railway,  took  place  on  Monday  last, 
April  5.  His  loss  is  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
Mr.  H.  G.  Drury  (late  assistant-inspector  of  the  same 
compiny)  has  been  appointed  superintendent  in  place  of 
the  late  much-re3pected  Mr.  J.  H.  Nettleship,  whose 
death  was  so  recently  recorded. 

 >♦♦■»<  

As  showing  the  extraordinary  size  to  which  King  Carp 
may  attain  in  five  years  the  following  may  be  interesting. 
It  is  the  postscript  to  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  whose 
friend  (Mr.  J.  White),  writes  from  a  certain  convent  lake 
in  Spain  :  "  I  open  this  letter  again  to  tell  you  about  the 
fish.  The  man's  name  was  '  Ford.'  I  should  think  you 
could  find  out  where  he  lives  '  waB  it  Ford,  of  Caistor],and 
you  might  drop  him  a  line.  I  only  tore  up  his  prospectus 
a  mcnth  ago.  I  am  so  sorry.  I  got  the  fish  five  years  ago. 
They  were  then  about  2in.  or  3in.  long,  and  when  they 
were  caught  they  weighed  361b.  and  321b.  (of  12oz.)  after 
they  had  been  cleaned.  They  were  quite  2|ft.  long.  Porta 
Cali  (sixteen  miles  from  Valentia)  is  the  name  of  the 
place  in  which  is  situated  the  lake  or  pond.  Bringing 
their  weights  to  avoirdupois,  these  fish  would  weigh  271b. 
aud  241b.  respectively,  and,  may  be  added,  respectably. 


Telegraphing  from  Walton  House,  Marlow-on-Thames, 
Mr.  Ch.  L.  Mathews  says  :  "  The  river  is  in  order  for 
trouting,  and  weather  improved.  Am  expecting  captures. 
Lord  Inve'urie  has  been  fishing  with  me  tince  the 
"  opening,"  but  wind  and  weather  dead  against  us.  His 
lordship  has  now  gone  on  the  continent.  On  his  return  we 
feel  sure  of  one  or  more  of  the  specimens  which  I  know  of 
at  and  about  Marlow-on-Thames. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  Fishing  Society  was 
held  at  the  Blue  Anchor,  Kingston-on-Thames,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  when  about  fifty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner  served  by  Host  Welton. 
Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  in  the  absence,  through  illness,  of 
the  president  of  the  society  (Mr.  O.  H.  Howard),  occupied 
the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  numerous  influential 
anglers,  many  of  them  members  of  its  kindred  society,  the 
K.P.S.  '  Pressure  on  space  precludes  a  longer  account, 
but  it  will  be  referred  to  more  fully  in  the  next  issue. 

A  gilt-edged  card  lying  in  front  of  me  announces 
that  "  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatte,  late  of  '  The  Citizen '  and  the 
'  Three  Compasses,'  has  the  pleasure  to  inform  his  friends 
that  he  has  taken  possession  of  the  Sessions  House  Hotel, 
120,  Clerkenwell-road,  E.C.  (corner  of  Clerkenwell-road 
and  Cleikenwell  Green)."  Host. Tibbat'ts,  when  at  "The 
Citizen,"  was  chairman  of  the  now  defunct  "  Paper 
Readings  Society,"  during  which  time  he  was  visited  by  a 
host  of  citizens.  (It  may  not  be  generally  known  that 
"  H.  J."  is  a  trustee  of  the  Anglers'  Association.)  After 
many  years  at  "The  Citizen,"  he  was  compassed  at 
"  The  Compasses,"  near  Farringdon-stroet  Station.  Host 
Tibbatts  has  been  "tried"  at  many  places,  and  being  a 
citizen  of  sound  sense,  and  possessed  o*a  stentorian  voice, 
successfully  conducted  his  own  defence,  and  was  always 
"acquitted."  Now  ho  is  to  be  tried  at  the  "  Seesions." 
All  good  judges  will  "  try  "  him  ! 

More  news  from  "  Big  Ben  "  (Abrahams).  "  1  hope  if 
the  unity  meetings  take  place  they  will  take  place  on 
Thursdays,  as  Wednesday  is  awkward  for  many  of  our 
Western  Piscatorials.   1  was  sorry  not  to  be  present  on 


Wednesday  la9t.  and  hope  they  had  a  good  result.  The 
fat  woman  has  shifted,'  and  they  have  in  the  same  show 
a  fish  similar  to  a  seal.  He  laughs,  and  you  would  think 
he  cries  out  '  Unity  for  ever  and  long  live  our  Queen.' 
So  says  Ben  !  "    [Go  it,  Bendy  !] 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

The  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  for  April  fully  sustains 
its  reputation.  It  contains  a  well-written  article  on 
"Thames  Chubbiog,"  by  "J.  D,"  and  another  on 
"  Artificial  Flies,"  by  Mrs.  J.  R.  Richardson.  The 
following  are  also  cull»d  from  its  columns  :  "  An  interview 
with  Lord  Inverurie  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of  the 
T.A.N.  A  portrait  of  his  lordship  will  also  be  published  ; 
the  block  having  been  kindly  lent  by  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston, 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette."  "The  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society  will  hold  a  special  smoking  concert  at  the  Sun 
Hotel,  on  Monday,  the  12th  inst.  It  is  hoped  that  there 
will  be  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  friends,  and 
ladies  are  specially  invited." 

 >♦♦■»<  

An  account  of  one  of  the  latest  Oriental  freaks  from  the 
Great  West  appeared  last  week  in  these  columns  in  the 
shape  of  a  four-eyed  fish.  In  the  same  issue  (April  3, 
page  246),  under  the  heading  "  Bure,  Norfolk  (Wroxham 
District),"  almost  lost  or  hidden  in  the  labyrinth  of 
"  Reports  from  Rivers,"  is  the  announcement  of  a  ob- 
eyed plaice.  Yes ;  there  is  no  mistake  about  it.  We  have 
not  been  "  Dutched."  But  what  has  become  of  the  other 
eye  ?  All  the  plaice  that  Mrs.  Drag  has  cooked  are 
reported  to  have  two  eyes,  although  she  admits  they  are 
in  a  funny  place.  This  is  what  appeared  under  the 
signature  of  C.  H.  Taylor  about  the  River  Bure  and  its 
trout  tributaries  : 

"  I  have  no  report  as  to  trout  fly-fishing  at  present 
on  the  brooks  and  upper  waters  ;  but  have  not 
found  trout  to  rise  at  all  worth  mentioning  at 
present,  even  in  the  evening,  neither  are  they 
taking  minnow  or  worm  with  any  freedom.  Plaice 
are  out  of  condition." 
When  giving  a  report  as  to  the  "condition"  of  cod, 
conger,  or  codling,  they  are  generally  dabbed  in  one  place 
— under  the  head  of  "  Sea  Fishing." 


The  River  Bure  never  has  (up  to  the  present)  been  con- 
strued by  the  B.S.A.S.  as  a  "  place  "  for  plaice  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Act.  Can  Mr.  Taylor  account  for  this 
mingling  or  commingling  of  salt-water  fish  with  trout  or 
dace?  Did  this  monstrosity,  having  only  one  "i,"  miss 
its  way,  or  did  it  migrate  from  the  sea  ?  Search  amongst 
the  innumerable  standard  works  of  reference  on  pisciculture 
for  an  explanation  of  this  freak  has  proved  futile.  The 
solution  must  be  left  to  my  bef-ters.  Hold  !  On  looking 
at  the  copy — plain  as  a  pike-staff — the  capital  "D"  is  a 
little  flowery ;  hence  the  word  "Dace"  being  construed 
into  "Place."  Then,  thinkingit  meant  "fish,"  the  printer's 
reader  put  in  the  "  i."  Why  did  not  the  same  gentleman 
make  the  word  "District"  read  "  Plistrict "  ?  The 
capital  "  D  "  is  written  the  same  in  both  instances.  Not 
long  since  we  were  favoured  with  "  spawn  eating  swana." 
It  should  have  had  a  hyphen — and  would  then  have  read 
"spawn-eating  swans." 

 >  »»  »  <  

A  member  of  the  North  London  A.S.  always  reads  his 
club  news.  Last  week's  report  of  the  True  Caledonians 
(says  Mr.  John  Cook)  credits  Mr.  R.  Mills  with  having 
taken  twelve  trout  from  the  Lea — and  every  London 
angler  knows,  or  should  know,  that  the  trout  season  on 
the  Lea  does  not  open  till  May  1.  Mr.  Cook  thinks  it  is 
quite  bad  enough  for  Mr.  Mills  to  have  taken  these  fish  in 
the  close  season,  but  much  worse  to  chronicle  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette.  Just  so,  Mr.  Cook  (too  many  of  whom 
"spoil  the  broth").  But  it  is  not  Mr.  Mills  who  is  to 
blame,  nor  keen-eyed  Cook,  but  the  printer's  reader,  who 
passed  "trout"  for  "tench."  Dear,  dear!  Mackerel  at 
Richmond!  plaice  on  the  Bure!  and  now  "trout"  for 
"  tench  !" 

 >  »»♦ <  

Mr.  W.  Howlett,  (he  general  secretary  of  the  Lark 
Angling  Society,  informs  me  a  thousand  or  two  picked 
trout  will  be  placed  in  the  Lark  stream,  above  the 
lock  at  Barton  Mills  by  Mr.  Howes,  Bull  Hotel, 
that  gentleman  having  undertaken  the  task  of  collecting 
funds  for  this  object.  The  trout  will  most  likely  be 
put  in  next  week.  It  is  a  splendid  stretch  of  water  from 
the  mill  head  to  the  Seven  Trees — no  better  place  could  be 
found  in  the  whole  stream ;  and  it  is  hoped  all  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  society  will  extend  their  help  to  Mr. 
Howes  in  contributing  towards  the  fund.  Wheu  this  con- 
signment is  turned  in  it  will  make  over  6000  trout  having 
been  placed  in  the  Lark  stream  from  Mildenhall  to  Lack- 
ford  during  the  last  three  years. 

>  •  »  •  <  

The  Water  Committee  had  received  a  letter  from  the 
bon.  secretaries  of  the  Hastiugs  and  St.  Leonards  Angling 
Association,  asking  them  to  consider  the  question  of 
further  continuing  the  tenancy  of  the  association  of  the 
exclusive  right  of  angling  in  Buckshole  Reservoir,  which 
expires  on  April  23,  suggesting  that,  if  agreeable  to  the 
Council,  the  association  should  continue  as  tenants  of  the 
angling  rights  from  year  to  year,  determinable  by  six 
months  notice  on  either  side,  and  mentioning  that  the 
association  had  issued  day  tickets  during  the  past  nine 
months  to  a  considerable  number  of  anglers,  tho  majority 
of  whom  had  undoubtedly  been  visitors  to  the  town — that 
the  frequency  with  which  the  angling  papers  had  made 
favourable  reference  to  the  angling  cannot  fail  to  attract 
piscatorially-inclined  visitors  to  Hastings  who  might  other- 
wise go  elsewhere  for  their  seaside  holiday — and  that  the 
association  had  placed  in  the  water,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  £50, 
over  700  trout,  1160  roach,  100  carp  and  bream,  and  300 


tench.  The  committee  recommended  that  the  tenancy  te 
renewed,  as  suggested  by  the  association,  at  the  same  rent 

as  at  present,  viz.,  £6  per  annum. 


Mr.  Harry  Dowbett  (B.S.A.),  the  energetic  hon.  sec, 
of  the  Hastings  Angling  Society,  writes  on  April  8: 
"  I  sent  up  an  otter  (female)  to  Messrs.  Cooper,  of  St. 
Luke's,  on  Monday  for  preservation.  Weight,  121b. ; 
length,  3ft.  21b.  It  was  captured  up  a  trout  stream  that 
Mr.  F.  Foster  (one  of  our  members)  rents  at  Burwash." 
[A  nice  little  chap  up  a  small  brook,  eh  ?] 
 >»♦♦<  

Mr.  Carter  Platts,  referring  to  the  Yorkshire  trout; 
license,  says  in  a  contemporary:  "The  inclusion  of; 
'  char '  on  the  license  is  one  of  those  amusing  little  foibles, 
that  cluster  so  thickly  round  the  various  red-tape  boxer,: 
and  by  their  utter  absurdity  make  life  worth  living.  Since 
Legislature  has  thought  fit  to  couple  char  with  trout  inj 
the  Freshwater  Fishery  Act,  I  suppose  it  is  technically^ 
the  correct  thing  to  do  to  include  them  on  the  Yorkshire 
Conservancy's  license;  but  it  is  exactly  equivalent  to,  and* 
equally  as  absurd  as.  a  West  Riding  farmer  giving  a  friend' 
a  written  permission  to  shoot  all  rabbits  and  crocodiles  he 
may  chance  to  find  in  his  meadows.  There  is  not  a  single 
native  char,  or  even  a  portion  of  one,  in  the  whole  of  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  Board's  domains,  and  yet  with  all  the 
solemn  gravity  attached  to  an  official  fiction  the  Board, 
annually  license  over  8000  anglers  to  catch  with  rod  and 
line  something  that  is  not  there  to  catch." 


A  stranger  came  to  Jedburg.  He  looked  somewhat  of 
a  valetudinarian,  and  asked  one  of  the  inhabitants  to 
direct  him  to  the  chemist's  shop.  "The  whit,  sir?" 
"  The  chemist's  shop."  "  Ah  ;  an'  whit  kin'  o'  a  shop's 
that,  na?"  "  Why,  the  place  where  you  can  buy  medi- 
cine." "Eh,  sir  we've  nae  sic  shop  as  that  in 
Jeddart !  "  "  No  ?  What  do  you  do,  then,  when  any  one 
falls  ill?  Do  you  take  no  medicine?"  "'Deed,  no! 
We've  iist  whisky  for  the  folk  an'  tar  for  the  sheep,  an' 
that's  a  the  feesick  we  deal  in." 


The  Deal  "Pelican." 
Who  comes  to  Deal  for  rest  and  change 
May  over  half  the  township  range, 
And  find  no  hostel  snugger  than 

"The  Pelican." 
"  Come  once,  and  faith  you're  coming  back  !  " 
So  says  the  worthy  Doctor  Jack, 
Who,  fishing  here  the  winter  through, 

Paints  the  place  blue. 
And  though,  as  kindly  every  whit 
As  the  famed  bird  of  Holy  Writ, 
This  "Pelican,"  'tis  said,  has  still 

A  moderate  bill. 

 >  »  ♦  •  <  

While  fishing  through  the  ice  at  Twin  Lakes,  about 
nine  miles  from  Soldier,  in  Logan  County,  Idaho,  Mr. 
Alexander  Sifers  and  his  companions  caught  with  hook 
and  line  three  mountain  trout  that  weighed  respectively 
lljlb.,  111b.,  and  6|lb.  The  heaviest  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Claude  Campbell,  of  Hailey,  who  exhibited  it  at  the  post- 
office  in  that  town.  A  photograph  of  the  trout  was  taken, 
and  the  fish  was  then  forwarded  to  a  taxidermist  at 
Shoshone  to  be  mounted.  It  is  claimed  to  be  the  largest 
"mountain"  trout  ever  taken  in  Idaho;  but,  from  the 
subjoined  description,  taken  from  a  paper  published  at 
Hailey,  it  is  to  be  inferred  the  trout  belongs  to  the  rain- 
bow species:  "The  trout  is  beautifully  speckled,  with 
iridescent  or  rainbow  coloured  sides,  is  15|in.  round  the 
belly,  and  2"£in.  long.  It  is  plump  and  fat  as  a  fish  a 
year  old." 


The  river  Thames  has  not  only  made  history,  but  has  a 
history  of  its  own,  before  which  the  imagination  recoils, 
and  fiction  pales.  It  has  long  been  the  nursery  of  poets 
and  painters,  the  hunting  ground  of  historians,  the  delight 
of  scientists,  the  home  of  commerce,  and  the  mart  of  the 
world.  Chaucer,  Spenser,  Gower,  Shakespeare,  Thomp- 
son, Pope,  Cowley,  Denham,  Gray,  Dibdin,_and  Hood, 
were  all  lovers  of  the  Thames  ;  and  if  its  glorious  scenery 
had  inspired  no  other  pencil  than  that  of  Turner's,  who 
lived  and  died  upon  its  banks,  that  alone  would  place  it 
first  in  the  services  rendered  by  a  river  to  universal  art. 
As  we  recall  to  mind  some  of  the  grand  old  ruins  dotted 
here  and  there  upon  its  shores,  mcdireval  pictures  of  the 
good  old  mouks  aud  their  fish  pends  rise  before  us  ;  whilst 
Windsor  Castle,  Runnymede,  Hampton  Court,  West- 
minster Abbey,  the  Savoy,  London  Bridge,  Billingsgate, 
tho  Tower,  Deptford,  Greenwich,  and  Tilbury  Fort,  each 
with  distinctive  associations,  contribute  pages  to  its  right 
royal  record. 


The  time-honoured  feast  known  as  the  Ministerial 
whitebait  dinner  originated  about  a  century  since  with 
Sir  Robert  Preston,  who  rented  what  he  called  his  fishing 
cottage  at  Dagenham  Lake.  Old  George  Bose,  the  jovial 
Treasury  Secretary  of  that  day,  was  thero  a  frequent 
visitor,  and,  at  his  suggestion,  Pitt,  the  Premier,  was  also 
invited,  Sir  George  no  doubt  believing  that  even  the  brain 
of  a  Prime  Minister  would  be  invigorated  by  a  day's 
fishing,  or  a  dish  of  freshly  caught  fish.  And  so  it  proved, 
for,  enamoured  either  with  the  fishing,  the  fish,  or  the 
company,  Pitt  was  for  years  an  annual  visitor  at  Dagen- 
ham, until  the  exigencies  of  Parliamentary  life  made  such 
inroads  upon  hie  time  impossible.  Their  annual  fish 
dinner  was,  however,  regularly  continued,  and  Greenwich, 
being  nearer  to  London,  was  chosen  ns  the  scene  of  iti 
celebration,  where  it  gradually  developed  ioto  the  white- 
bait banquet,  without  which  the  British  Constitution  at 
the  cloBe  of  a  Parliamentary  session  would  still  be  found 
wanting.  Dragnet. 
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EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 
Great  Eastern  Railway. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Thursday,  April  15,  from  London 
(Liverpool-street),  &c,  via  the  Cathedral  Cities  ot  lily 
and  Lincoln  to  Doncaster,  York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scar- 
borough, Darlington,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinborough, 
Glasgow,  &c. ;  also  to  the  principal  towns  served  by  their 
trains  in  Cambridge,  Norfolk,  and  Suffolk.    A  special 
booking  office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street 
Station  from  April  12  to  15,  for  the  issue  of  ordinary 
tickets  and  of  fortnightly,  and  Thursday,  Friday,  or  Satur- 
day to  Tuesday  cheap  tickets  to  the  seaside  for  use  on 
forward  dates.    Tickets  may  also  be  obtained  in  advance 
at  the  company's  West-end  offices,  2,  Cockspur-street, 
Trafalgar-square;  51,  New  Oxford-street ;  215,  Edgware- 
road  ;  and  120,  Brompton-road  ;  and  at  their  other  City 
and  West-end  hooking  offices.    In  addition  to  relieving 
trains  special  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street  on 
Thursday  at  3.20  a.m.-,  1.30,4.10,  and  7.12  p.m.  to  Ipswich, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &c.  ;  and  at  1.30  p.m.  to  Norwich, 
Cromer,  &c.  Jn  Good  Friday,  at  5.10  a.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  &c.  ;  and  at  8.55  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth. 
Lowestoft,  &c.     For  the    accommodation    of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
11.55  p.m.  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge  ;  and  at  12.25  a.m. 
for  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate   stations.     On  Easter  Monday, 
special  excursion  trains  will  run  from  St.  Pancras  to  Cam- 
bridge, Ely,  and  Yarmouth,  and  from  Liverpool-street  to 
Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Epping 
Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.    A  special  service 
of  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liver- 
pool-street to  Rye  House.    An  early  train  will  leave 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  and  Colchester  on  Tues- 
day, April  20,  due  at  Liverpool-street  at  9.1  a.m. 
South-Eastern  Railway. 

The  South-Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
day  excursions  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter  Monday  to 
Tunbridge  Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folke- 
stone, Dover,  Gravesend,  Rochester,  and  Chatham,  from 
Charing  Cross,  Waterl  o,  Cannon-street,  London  Bridge, 
and  New  Cross.  Cheap  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to 
Rochester  and  Chatham  on  Easter  Sunday.  Cheap  excur- 
sions will  be  run  to  Aldershot  on  Easter  Monday  from 
certain  London  stations,  but  not  New  Cress.  The 
cheap  Friday  or  Saturday  to  Monday  tickets 
to  Canterbury,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Sandwich,  Deal, 
Walmer,  Hythe,  Sandgate,  Folkestone,  and  Dover,  issued 
on  Thursday,  April  15,  and  the  cheap  Sunday  to  Monday 
tickets  to  Tunbridge  Wells,  St.  Leonards,  Hastings, 
Ramsgate,  and  Margate,  issued  on  Good  Friday  and  Easter 
Sunday,  will  be  available  to  return  on  Wednesday, 
April  21.  Special  trains  will  be  run  to  Hayes,  Blackheath, 
Greenwich,  Gravesend  (for  Rosherville  Gardens),  &c. 
During  the  holidays  certain  trains  will  be  withdrawn  or 
altered,  except  the  Continental  services.  The  following 
are  the  Continental  excursions  :  A  cheap  excursion 
to  Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  10.0  am  on 
Saturday,  April  17.  Returning  from  Boulogne  on  Easter 
Monday  at  2.18  p.m.  Cheap  tickets  to  Paris  will  be 
issued,  leaving  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street  at  9.0 
a.m.  (10  0  a  m  from  Charing  Cross  only),  and  9.0  p.m.  on 
Thursday,  April  15.  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street, 
dep.  9.0  p.m.,  April  14  to  19.  First,  second,  and  third 
class  tickets  will  be  issued,  but  the  third  class  tickets  are 
available  by  9.0  a.m.  train  only  Tickets  available  for 
fourteen  days.  Cheap  tickets  to  Brussels,  via  Calais,  will 
be  issued  from  April  14  to  19,  and  the  trains  in  connection 
leave  Charing  Cross  at  9  0  a.m.  (first  and  second  class 
only)  and9.0p.m.,andCannon-street  at  9.5  a.m.  (first  and 
second  class  only),  and  9.5  p.m.  Tickets  are  available  for 
eight  days.  For  return  times  of  excursions,  alterations 
in  train  services,  &c,  sec  the  company's  holiday  pro- 
gramme and  bills. 


CARDIFF  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Cardiff  Piscatorials  were  merry  on  Thursday, 
April  1,  at  their  new  club-room  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel, 
the  first  of  the  monthly  meeting  for  1887  taking  the  form 
of  a  smoking  concert.  No  better  chairman  could  have 
been  obtained  than  Councillor  Gerhold,  who,  in  addition 
to  conducting  the  meeting  to  a  successful  issue,  delighted 
his  listeners  with  a  good  recitation  and  an  amusing  speech, 
in  which  he  enumerated  several  reforms  needed  by  local 
fishermen,  and  that  he  was  always  to  command  to  enable 
them  to  get  t&ern.  The  clubroom  was  tastefully  decorated 
by  Messrs.  Jones  and  Ossington  with  rods,  Vaskets,  nets, 
and  other  taojde  contributed  by  Messrs.  Chambers  and 
Co.  and  Gk  15.  Richardson.  The  entertainment  provided 
"was  of  a  first-class  character,  the  songs  contributed  by 
Messrs.  Caffery,  Evans,  Grey,  Ham,  Johnsan,  Lawrence, 
Loxdale,  Ross,  and  "Sorby  being  rendered  with  taste  and 
ability.  Messrs.  Fenn  and  Benson-Davies  also  contributed 
to  the  programme,  in  excellent  style,  two  recitations,  and 
the  lion.  see.  assisted  in  the  enjoyment  by  a  violin  solo, 
while  Messrs.  T.  H.  Gregg  and  Mr.  Hooper  manipulated 
the  piano.    Absent  members  missed  a  treat. . 

It  was  announc  d  that  at  the  next  meeting  (the  first 
Thursday  in  May)  Mr.  Watkins  would  read  a  paper  on 
"  What  Cardiff  Anglers  Want." 


Man  (to  angler):  "Any  sport,  guv'nor?"  Angler 
(with  grim  humour) :  "  Rather  !  The  fish  are  having  the 
finest  sport  they've  ever  had.  They've  been  nibbling  at 
my  bait  all  day,  and  I  have  not  caught  one." 


jRottS  from  tfre  jHorti). 

As  an  index  to  the  severe  spell  of  wintry  weather  we  are 
experiencing  in  the  north  the  keepers  at  Braemar  were 
curling  on  April  5  instead  of  angling.  Such  another 
instance  of  the  "  roaring  "  game  being  indulged  in  during 
the  lambing  season  is  not  on  record.  The  temperature, 
usually  about  45"  Fahr.  mean  average  reading,  was  on 
Friday  and  Saturday  last  from  12°  to  18°  above  zero, 
giving  from  14"  to  20°  of  frost. 

Angles  who  have  the  first  of  the  season  usually  bid 
adieu  to  the  water  on  April  h  Most  of  them,  however, 
left  in  the  middle  of  March,  and  in  many  cases  their 
successors  have  not  yet  put  in  an  appearance. 

Sir  John  Gladstone  made  a  record  score  of  sixty-five 
fish  on  the  Upper  Blaekhall  water  up  to  April  1,  when  he 
finished  his  spring  season.  He  also  landed  the  top  weight 
as  yet  got  on  the  Dee  for  1897— a  beauty  of  251b. 

This  choice  bit  of  spring  water  has  been  taken  by  Mr. 
Davis  from  Mr.  Smith,  Feughside  Inn,  Banchory,  who  is 
now  fishing  it  for  the  month  of  April.  ,  Mr.  Smith  is  still 
open  to  treat  for  May  and  June,  and  we  do  net  know  of 
any  more  certain  section  for  a  grilse  or  salmon  during 
these  months  than  the  Upper  Blaekhall  Water. 

Mr.  George  Duncan,  who  has  fished  the  Commonty 
water  and  shot  in  the  forests  of  Finzean  for  Dr. 
Farquharson,  M  P.,  for  the  past  twenty  years,  is  to  retire 
in  May.  The  doctor  has  made  arrangements  for  George  s 
comfort  for  the  rest  of  his  days. 

The  Glentana  water  is  now  yielding  some  sport,  and 
"  time  tilt,"  as  the  keeper  said  when  he  broke  the  news  to 
me  the  other  day.  Messrs.  Corrie,  Jefferson,  Bulteel, 
Peters,  and  Talbot,  have  this  fine  section  among  them.  It 
is  let  by  Sir  Wm.  C.  Brooks,  for  the  first  three  months  of 
the  season,  usually  at  the  long  figure  of  £1000.  There 
are  plenty  of  fish,  but  the  weather  has  been  dead  against 
them.  _____ 

The  Easter  holidays  have  brought  north  a  large  con- 
tingent of  sportsmen  for  a  few  weeks'  salmon  fishing. 
Mr.  Farquharson  (of  Invercauld),  the  Marquis  of  Huntly, 
and  a  number  of  others,  are  now  on  Deeside. 

The  exhibits  to  be  sent  from  Peterhead  to  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  are  now  on  view  within  the  Burgh  surveyor  s 
office.  Messrs.  Bell,  Aberdeen  (of  Brown's  Phantom 
Minnow  fame),  and  Mr.  Wm.  Laing,  Sterling-street, 
Aberdeen,  are  pushing  forward  their  cases  of  salmon  flies, 
which  we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  in  the  rough  last 
week.   , 

The  Granton  steamer,  Michael  Scott,  belonging  to  Mr. 
D.  M.  Gammie,  landed  a  large  shark,  12ft.  long  by  7ft.  in 
girth,*  got  near  the  Bell  Rock.  A  great  number  of  large 
cod,  ling,  and  other  kinds  of  fish  were  disgorged  as  it  was 
swung  by  the  tail  from  the  deck  to  the  quay. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Scottish  Sea 
Fisheries  Association  was  held  in  Aberdeen  on  Friday 
last.  There  was  a  large  gathering  of  representatives  from 
all  parts  of  the  coast  of  Scotland.  A  thirteen-mile  limit 
for  trawling,  police  gunboats  for  the  west  coast,  and  a 
close  time  for  herrings  were  the  three  chief  points  of 
interest  discussed.  _____ 

"  The  bonny,  bonny  banks  of  Loch  Lomond  "  were  the 
scene  of  a  tragic  love  affair  the  other  day,  when  the  bodies 
of  a  Glasgow  traveller  and  his  affianced  were  found  iu  the 
water  near  the  romantic  spot  of  Luss.  They  had  been 
spending  a  holiday  together,  and  thus  brought  it  to  a  sad 
ending,  adding  a  dark  page  to  the  otherwise  bright  history 
of  these  beautiful  waters. 

The  estate  of  Tilljfoure,  so  long  held  by  the  late  Mr. 
Wm.  McCombie,  M.P.  for  West  Aberdeenshire,  was  sold 
on  Friday  last  in  Aberdeen  for  £17,600  to  a  Mr.  Buchan,  a 
local  baker.  There  i3  a  good  bit  of  angling  attached  to 
Tillyfoure  on  the  Don,  where  some  good  trout  arc  got  and 
an  occasional  salmon.  _____ 

The  Ythan  has  hardly  been  yielding  a  single  finnock  this 
season  about  Ellon  Castle  waters,  all  on  account  of  the 
succession  of  floods  and  continuous  mixture  of  snow  broth  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand  a  few  salmon  have  been  got  on  Lord 
Aberdeen's  water  at  Methlic,  said  to  be  fresh  run,  but  we 
doubt  it 

Sport  on  the  Spcy  is  still  very  slack.  The  same  may  bo 
said  of  the  Helmsdale  and  the  far  north  rivers  in  general. 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  about,  however,  and  with  a  spell 
of  real  April  weather  angling  matters  would  revive  all 


Sea  trout  are  very  scarce  just  row  on  the  east  coast. 
They  havo  been  selling  at  2s.  per  lb.  wholesale ;  but 
the  high  price  of  salmon  which  now  rules  has  run  up 
the  pi  ice  of  trout  to  this  figure,  which  is  about  double  the 
normal  rate  when  s  ilmon  is  plentiful.  The  fact,  however, 
remains,  that  nothing  lik  j  the  show  of  sea  trout  is  now 
met  with,  either  in  the  sea  or  estnaries,  which  prevailed  a 
few  years  back,  when  they  could  be  had  at  8d.  and  9d. 
per  lb.  in  the  Aberdeen  shops. 

We  made  a  slip  last  week  in  our  note  re  Sir  Herbort 
Maxwell's  bill  providing  a  close  time  for  trout  in 
Scotland,  in   saying  the   Gala   Association   were  to 


petition  in  favour  of  it.  The  reverse  is  the  case; 
and  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  7  to  4.  In  hurriedly 
reading  down  the  report  we  mistook  the  amendment  tor 
the  motion,  never  for  a  moment  anticipating  that  a  body 
of  sportsmen  like  the  Gala  Angling  Association  would 
oppose  such  a  measure,  even  on  the  most  commo.  place  ot 
reasons  that."  small  fish  are  better  than  none."  However, 
their  unique  vote  only  brings  the  matter  more  into 
prominence  than  ever.  Special  Scotch. 


[propinctal  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Associa- 
tion  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  April  1,  at  the 
headquarters.     Mr.  T.  Coles  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  A. 
Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  All  the  members  with  two 
exceptions  were  present.     The  balance-sheet  for  the 
quarter  ending  March  31  was  first  taken,  together  with  the 
auditors  report.      The  report  was  in  every  way  satis- 
factory, as  close  upm  £23  was  carried  forward  to  the 
credit  of  the  association.     The  report  was  adopted. 
Messrs.  Holding  and  Coles  gave  in  a  report  of  their  visit 
to-  the  East  End  Society,  Great  Lester-street,  who  had 
applied  for  affi  iation  with  the  association.    The  report 
went  to  show  that  the  whole  of  the  members'  subscriptions 
were  used  in  renting  water  for  the  members,  who  at  the 
present  time  numbered  about  thirty.    The  report  was 
received  as  satisfactory,  and  the  club  was  enrolled.  The 
application  of  the  society  held  at  the  Pump  Tavern, 
Sutherland-street,  Aston,  was  strongly  opposed  by  the 
Crown  and  Aston  Tavern  Societies,  on  the  ground  that 
the  society  was  too  close  to  them,  and  that  if  accepted 
into  the    association   it  would   do    them    an  injury. 
The  application  was  refused.     Owing  to  a  slight  mis- 
understanding in  making  the  arrangements  for  the  annual 
dinner,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  it  to  May  1.  Mr.  Miller 
spoke  to  his  notice  of  motion,  re,  the  payment  of 
subscriptions  to  the  association  when  it  was  resolved  that 
the  subscriptions  become  payable  on  the  first  Saturday  in 
June,  and  the  last  Saturday  in  October.   Several  members 
of  the  committee  spoke  very  strongly  upon  the  un- 
sportsmanlike action  of  some  few  of  the  members  taking 
coarse  fish  during  the  close  season.    After  hearing  the 
remarks  made  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Jenkins  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  Halliday,  that  this  committee  condemn  the  practice 
of  anglers  taking  fish  duiing  the  close  season,  as  it  was  one 
of  the  means  whereby  the  sport  was  greatly  injured  and 
the  committee  further  ask  all  members  to  abstain  from 
such  unsportsmanlike  practices.    Tne  president  reported 
that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee  in  May  next  he 
would  submit  his  scheme  for  acquiring  water  for  the  asso- 
ciation.   The  St.  John's  club  intend  getting  up  a  concert 
at  the  Ladywood  Palace  in  aid  of  a  fund  to  defray  the 
expenses  incurred  by  Mr.  Blakemore  in  trying  to  obtain 
damages  from  the  Midland  Railway  Company  for  their 
alleged  neglect  which  resulted  in  his  little  girl  falling  ou*-. 
of  the  train,  on  the  return  journey  from  Tewkesbury 
on  Sept.  12  last.    The  case  was  against  Mr.  Blakemore 
as  the  neglect  was  not  attributable  to  the  Company. 
The    St.    John's    have    made    progress  numerically 
lately  they  now  have  over  eighty  members  fully  paid  up. 
The  Spring  Hill:  Society  held  a  fancy  dress  ball  last  week 
at  the  Camden-street  Board  Schools.    The  affair  was  a 
great  success,  as,  after  paying  all  expenses,  the  sum  of  £8 
was  handed  over  to  the  club's  prize  fund.  The  new  Queen's 
Head  Club  are  making  rapid  progress,  and  they  look  like 
making  a  first-rate  society.    They  have  some  first-class 
officers  and  a  genial  host.    They  have  only  been  enrolled 
about  two  months,  yet  they  have  near  upon  ninety  mem- 
bers on  the  books. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
The  cold  east  winds  which  have  prevailed  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  week  have  had  a  prejudicial  effect  on 
angling  on  our  rivers,  and  fly  fishing,  in  particular,  has 
consequently  been  very  indifferent.  Most  of  the  fish  taken 
have  been  captured  by  bottom  fishing  and  spinning. 
Several  brace  have  been  killed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Matlock  Bridge,  both  in  the  club  and  private  waters, 
chiefly  by  local  fishermen  ;  and  a  few  fish  have  been  taken 
near  Matlock  Bath.  For  the  next  week  or  ten  days 
angling  on  these  waters  will  be  at  a  standstill,  for  the 
Easter  holidays  invariably  bring  a  host  of  "trippers" 
whose  boating  on  the  river,  between  Masson  Mill  weir  and 
Matlock  Bridge,  spoil  the  fishing  for  a  time.  However, 
both  above  and  below  tin  se  lengths— the  weather  being 
favourable— visitors  will  find  good  angling  for  fly  and  other 
modes  of  fishing.  Somo  decent  sized  trout  have  been 
killed  on  the  reaches  of  the  Dei-went,  between  Cromford 
and  the  Meerbrook  Sough  outfall,  near  Watstanwell  ;  and 
lower  down  the  river  several  moderate  creels  havo  been 
made.  Bottom  anglers  and  spinners  have  captured  a  few 
braco  of  fish  on  tho  Darley  waters,  between  Cawden  rail- 
way bridge  and  Darley  bridge  ;  but  on  tha  upper  Darley 
waters  (fly  only),  which  extends  to  Kowsley,  there 
have  been  few  visitors  and  but  little  sport.  Not  much 
has  been  done  on  the  lower  Chatsworth  lengths, 
between  Kowsloy  and  the  Park;  ami  although  there 
has  been  a  fair  number  of  anglers  out  on  tho 
upper  lengths,  by  Chatsworth  and  Baslow,  the  sport 
has  been  but  very  moderate.  Similar  remarks  apply 
to  the  Calver,  Stoke,  and  Hathertago  club  waters 
between  Baslow  and  Sickleholme,  a  distance  of  about  ten 
miles  ;  and  beyond,  on  the  Bamford,  Yorkshire  Bridge, 
and  Ashopton  reaches  of  tho  river,  only  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  fish  have  been  killed.  The  smaller  trout 
streams  of  this  district  have  had  but  few  visitors,  and 
sport  has  been  almost  nil,  the  weather  in  these  high 
regions  having  been  extremely  cold.  Tho  river  Dove 
opened  on  April  1,'  but  inclement  weather  has  so  por- 
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Permanent  Protection  from  Chill. 

JAEGER 


A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS. 


SOUDS. 


Health  Culture"  &  Jaeger  Coy.'s  Price  List 
'      ,  .  JAEGER  DEPOTS :- 

3  and  4,  PRINCBS-ST.,  CAVEND1SH-SQ.  (near  Regent-c 

30  STnNvSwf?^1"  (near  the  Quadrant). 
30,  SLOANL-STREET  (adjoining  McPherson's  Gymnasiu 
456,  STRAND  (near  Trafalgar-square) 
85  and  86,  CHEAPSIDE  (near  King-street) 
TAILORING  (only):- 
,  CONDUIT-STREET,  NEW  BOND-STREET,  W 
Jaeger  goods  are  sold  in  many  Toums.    Address  s< 
n  Jaeger  Co.'s  Head  Office,  95,  Milton  Street,  E.C 
TRADE  MARK         ~  TESTED 
ON  A-®\  FOR 


'Jr. 


Maggi's  I  Maggi's 
CONSOMME  French  Soups 


In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tubes, 
Is.  8d. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  lOfd. 


(33  Varieties) 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
eacb  Packet  Is.  Id. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  7d. 


Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  he  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haira,  April  19,  1896. 
Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  ConBomme.   Wa  have  found  the 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Rifles,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  1896. 
I  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con- 
lidered.   The  Consomme  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Russell-Jeaffebson,  F.B.G.S.,  &a. 

OF  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

OOSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET, 

LONDON,  W., 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme1  may  he  tasted  daily. 


LIVE  FISH  FOR  STOCKING. 

T>OOK  at  once  for  AUTUMN  and 
WINTER  SUPPLY.  The  Price 
List  (free  on  application)  contains  the 
largest  variety  of  TROUT  and  COARSE 
FISH,  both  British  and  Foreign,  offered 
by  any  dealer  in  the  world.    Apply  to — 

THOMAS  FORD, 

MANOR  FISHERY, 
CAIST0R,  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

N.B. — A  limited  number  of  yearling 
grayling  to  clear  early  at  50s.  per  100. 

First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES 
DRESSED  to  Order  or  Pattern. 

G.  HOYLE,  Practical  Fly  Dresser, 

41,  Liberia  Road,  Highbury, 
London,  N. 
PRICE    LIST  POST  FREE. 


"EXCEL" 
00C0A. 

Absolutely  Pure.    £10, (Hi)  REWARD  ' 
See  Conditions  in  every  Packet,  6d. ;  and  Tin— 
ilb.  7d.  ;  41b.  Is.  ;  lib.,  2s. 
Delicious  Aroma.  Dietetic,  Sustaining.— Vide  Analysts. 

CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  Superior 

Chocolate,  in  handsome  uoxes,  (id. 
"SOUVENIR"  Boxes,  the  Season's  Sue  ess,  from  Gi. 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  delicious  Chocolate,  6d.  und 

Is.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eating  Chocolate,  In 
handsome  Boxes,  Is.  and  *2s. 

r       Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Purveyor*  to  H.R  H.  the  Princes*  of  Wales  t 
LONDON  WORKS,  BERMONDSEY,  S.E. 


FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

MAPI/I  rO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
HAUIXLLO  Seals' Fur,  Pigs' Wool,  &c. 

ALL  COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES.  Sundays  Well-road,  Cork 


THE  "SQUASHED  DEVON" 

Spies  with  a  wobble,  is  irresistible, 
Prices  (heavy  cast),  Nos.  1  &  2,  2  3 

Nos.  3  &  4,  2  9;  free  by  post. 
Try  them  and  be  convinced. 


HEAEDER  AND  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

195,  UNION  ST.,  PLYMOUTH. 

TOwtablished  17TO. 


For  various  qualities  of 

ZEELAND  OYSTERS 

for 

OYSTER  BEDS 


MR. 


apply  to 


DAMSTRAAT,  JERSEKE,  HOLLAND. 


TEN  THOUSAND 

Eggs  of  Rainbow  Trout 

(Franco  there,  and  in  perfectly 
-    sound  condition) 

Offered  for  Five  Pounds  (£5)  by 
C.  ARENS,  of  Cleysingen, 

Near  ELLRICH  in  the  Harz, 

GERMANY. 

Larger  quantities  of  the  Eggs  of  this  rapid- 
growing,  very  handsome,  and  valuable 
Sporting  Pish 
For  Pour  Pounds  (£4). 


EASTER  HOLIDAYS  in 
SCOTLAND. 

The  most  convenient  place  to  go  to  Is 

The  Eskdale  Temperance  Hotel,  Langholm. 

Only  one  hour  by  rail  from  Carlisle,  and  close 
to  the  BORDER  ESK. 

WM.  DOUGLAS,  Proprie'or. 


EIGHTY-THREE  SALMON 

Were  taken  last  season  on  one  of  our  SPECIAL  SINGLE  GUT  CASTS. 

OGDEN  &,  SCOTFORD, 

19,  LEICESTER   SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C. 

An  c  1      ELt.  CHELTENHAM. 

CATALOGUE  O-IR/ATIS. 


April  10,  1897] 

sistently  prevailed  that  little  sport  has  been  had  on  any  of 
the  lengths  of  the  river.    The  Wye  was  opened  on  the 
same  day  between  Rowsley  and  Bakewell  but  not  many 
Tnglers  have  been  out  on  that  length  and  the  sport  met 
with  has  been  but  moderate.  In  the  Ashford-in-the-Water 
reaches  a  few  decent-sized  fish  have  been  taken  and  on  the 
private  waters  beyond  a  few  brace  have  been  killed. 
FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  weather  has  been,  comparatively  speaking,  very 
fine  the  past  week,  but  with  easterly  winds,  consequently 
little  has  been  done.    The  Hull  is.in  fine  conation  for  fly 
fishing,  yet  there  is  a  scarcity  of  insect  life,  and  few  fish 
on  the  rise.    The  George  and  Dragon  A^gkng  Society  fish 
their  first  match  of  the  season  to-day  J  Saturday)  at  Hull 
Brilee    The  Driffield  Anglers'  Club  will  open  their  season 
en  the  Driffield  trout  streams  on  May  4.    The  bottom 
fishers  are  having  fair  sport  in  the  havens  and  drains 
.among  flounders  aid  eels*  On  the  17th  the  East  Riding 
Angling  Society  will  fish  a  match  at  their  pond,  at  Barrow 
haven  ;  and  on  the  same  day  the  Stoneferry  Angling  Club 
have  a  match  on  the  Burstwick  drain  at  Hedon  ;  on  Good 
Friday  the  Albion  Angling  Association  and  the  Excelsior 
^n-ling  Association  will  each  fish  a  match  on  Patringtoa 
haven  fon  Monday  next  the  Hull  Angling  Society  hold 
a  special  meeting  to  arrange  preliminaries  for  their  first 
match,  to  be  held  on  the  16th  on  Swinemoor.  The  Clarence 
VngUng  Society  will  hold  their  annual  soiree  and  ball  on 
the  19th  inst.    At  a  meeting  of  the  Hull  Ramblers 
Angling  Association  held  on  April  2  the  prizes  and  pre- 
Hmioaries  were  arranged  for  their  first  match  this  season 
at  Hull  Bridge  on  the  16th.    The  Holderness  Thursday 
Vngling  Society  held  a  special  meeting  and  smoking 
concerfon  Thursday  list,  the  president  Mr.  J.  H.  Martin 
in  the  chair.    An  open  angling  match  will  be  held  at 
Dunswell  on  the  Hull  on  May  8  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Albert  Angling  Asssciation.    The  County  Angling  and 
Recreation  lociety  will  journey  to  Hull  Bridge  to  fish  a 
match  on  Monday,  April  19. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
At  the  time  of  writing  frost  holds  its  own.  Despite  the 
adverse  surround  ngs,  a  few  fishermen  have  been  out  on 
both  lake  and  stream,  and  a  few  panniers  of  halt-a-dozen 
to  a  dozen  good  trout  are  reported  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
those  who  devote  their  Easter  holiday  to  fashing  may  not 
be  disappointed.  Much  may  take  placa  within  a  week- 
may  that  much  be  for  the  better. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE 
The  Jolly  Carters  A.S.,  Openshaw,  have  just  held  a 
meeting  to  arrange  their  1897  programme,  this  is  a  new 
club  of  which  not  much  has  been  heard  as  yet,  but  they 
are  shaping  well.  The  St.  Helen's  anglers  have  held  a 
very  successful  social  this  week,  to  which  ladies  were 
admitted,  and  more  than  that,  made  welcome.  Anghugis 
getting  a  little  stimulus  in  Badcliffe,  and  in  the  future  the 
brethren  will  rally  at  the  Ram's  Head,  under  the  care  of 
Mr  H  E  Shaw,  who  has  taken  possession  ot  this  noted 
house.'  Next  to  nothing  is  going  on,  most  of  our  men 
evidently,  are  holding  off  until  Easter,  a  few  of  our  men, 
fortunate  enough  to  get  to  the  Derwent,  at  Rowesley  or 
Darleydale,  have  had  fair  sport,  killing  some  nice  fish. 
Last  Sunday  there  were  a  few  good  fish  poached  from  the 
Birken  Cheshire,  it  is  really  time  that  prominent  officials 
if  clubs  stopped  this  abominable  practice.  Good  reports, 
or  perhaps  more  correctly,  encouraging  reports,  come  from 
the  Ribble,  evidently  the  conservancy  board  are  doing  well 
for  this  river.  frqm  y^COLNSHIRE 

Trout  fishermen  have  practically  nothing  to  relate  this 
week  in  the  way  of  sport.  A  bitterly  cold  north-east  wind 
has  prevailed  since  my  last  notes  were  despatched,  and 
very  few  have  wetted  a  line.  The  weather,  so  tar,  has 
not  been  a  very  happy  augury  to  a  successful  season  but, 
with  the  waters  in  fine  trim,  better  things  are  hoped  tor 
as  soon  as  the  wind  veers  round  into  a  more  genial  quarter. 
Fiom  most  of  our  troufstreams  the  reports  show  that  the 
waters  are  exceptionally  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  under 
ordinary  e'reumstances  they  should  yield  very  well.  1  here 
being  an  abundant  supply  of  natural  food  in  the  waters, 
those  angling  with  the  bottom  tackle  are  likely  to  obtain 
better  results  than  those  operating  with  the  fly,  at  least, 
that  has  been  the  experience  up  to  now.  Anglers  who 
have  visited  the  streams  this  week  have  found  the  fash  very 
inactive,  and  we  fear  this  condition  of  things  will  prevail 
as  long  as  the  cold  weather  lasts. 

FROM  MANCHESTER 
Mr  A  C.  De  Boinville's  lecture  at  Ardwick  last  week 
secured  a  very  fair  attendance,  considering  what  a  short 
notice  was  given  of  the  event.  The  lecture  was  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  first  dealing  principally  with  the 
Thames  and  its  surroundings,  and  the  second  part  with 
other  waters,  some  local,  in  both  cises  the  subject  matter 
was  considered  from  a  fisherman's  point  of  view,  i.e., 
fish  in  the  waters  and  how  to  catch  them.  The  slides 
used  for  the  lantern  were  above  the  average,  and  gave 
great  satisfaction.  On  the  7th,  too  late  for  notice  this 
week  the  Salford-  Friendly  Anglers  celebrated  their 
eightieth  anniversary  by  a  lantern  lecture  and  other  items, 
Two  of  their  own  members  have  within  the  last  tew  days 
added  some  very  nice  fish  to  the  private  waters  of  the  Buck- 
land  Anglers  in  Derbyshire.  Some  of  the  committee 
of  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  are  very 
active  in  visiting  clubs.  Just  lately  these  mission- 
aries  have  been  giving  their  attention  to  Pendleton. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


The  Blue  Bells  held  a  meeting  on  the  6th.  Their 
next  meeting  is  very  important,  and  all  members  should 
attend,  so  as  to  have  a  voice  in  arranging  the  season  s  pro- 
cramme.  The  Merry  Anglers  were  similarly  engaged  on 
the  7th,  fixtures  being  the  leading  item  on  the  agenda. 
Our  city  anglers  are  In  full  reparation  and  anticipation 
for  Easter,  mai.y  intend  nj  <Q  g't  clear  away  from  the 


smoky  air  for  a  few  days.  Mr.  Constable  and  a  few 
friends  had.a  first  fling  for  trout  last  week,  but  with  only 
poor  results.  They  got  a  few  bra:e,  but  they  were  only 
in  poor  condition. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

There  is  nothing  doing  now  on  our  waters,  no  one  having 
been  out  fishing  on  the  main  rivers.  In  the  upper  waters 
a  few  trout  have  been  taken,  but  they  are  in  poor  con- 
dition, and  are  not  fit  to  kill,  nor  will  they  be  for  another 
fortnight  if  the  present  cold  weather  continues. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  Trent  was  low  enough  for  salmon  angling  on  Monday 
and  Tuesday,  and  on  those  days  Mr.  T.  Wood  gave  the 
King's  Mills  length  a  thorough  trial.    He,  however,  failed 
to  move  a  fish,  and  it  is  evident  that,  as  yet,  they  have  not 
reached  the  middle  stretches  of  the  Trent     Odd  salmon 
have  been  seen  to  leap  at  Wilford  and  m  the  heavy  swell 
of  water  below  Beeston  weirs.     May  has  always  been 
looked  upon  as  the  best  month  for  the  pursuit  of  salmon 
at  Shardlow  and  King's  Mills.    The  ''  champion  Trent 
chub  (61b.  14oz.),  caught  by  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  ot  the 
Wellington  Society,  has  been  set  up    and  is  now  on 
exhibition  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  Arthur  Rodgers  taxidermist, 
Trent-street,  Nottingham.     Mr.  Rodgers  has  done  the 
setting  admirably,  and  the  outside  ot  his  establishment 
has  been  bessiged  by  anglers,  anxious  to  get  a  glimpse  ot 
the  fish.    Mr.  Wallis  intends  to  send  the  case  to  the 
Imperial  Institute,  and  I  would  strongly  advise  London 
and    other    anglers  to  make  a  point  of    seeing  the 
"champion"  next  month.    On  Tuesday  night  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Nag's  Head  Society  held  their  annual  dinner 
at  headquarters  under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  W.  -factor. 
The  society,  a  very  old  one,  is  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
and  is  well  supported,  financially,  by  the  host  of  the  Nag  s 
Head  Mr.  Lewis.    The  prize  winners  for  the  past  winter 
season  are:  Messrs.  B.  Stevenson,  first;  A.  Stevenson, 
second  ;  J.  Taylor,  third;  H.  Derrick,  fourth  and  special ; 
W  H.Stevenson,  fifth;  W.  Packer,  sixth;  H.  Cleaver, 
seventh ;  and  F.  Lindley,  eighth.    During  the  evening  a 
purse  of  gold  was  presented  to  the  veteran  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  F.  Dann,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  fly  fishermen  on  the 

Trent-  FROM  SHEFFIELD 

Although  the  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been 
more  favourable,  it  is  still  a  trifle  cold,  anglers  in  the 
Sheffield  districts  have  not  done  very  much  execution 
amongst  the  trout  on  local  streams.  A  few  rodsters  have 
tried  their  luck  in  the  Sheaf,  and  in  the  stretch  of  water 
close  to  Totley  Station  some  nice  trout  have  been  caught, 
which  have  been  in  good  condition,  although  not  running 
to  any  great  size.  At  Millhouses  a  few  decent-sized  fish 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  temptations  of  nice  maggots, 
but  if  an  angler  catches  more  than  three  or  four  brace  in 
a  day  he  considers  he  has  had  exceptionally  good  luck.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  several  good  catches  ot 
trout  have  been  taken,  and  fishing  has  considerably 
improved  in  consequencs  of  the  weather  not  being  so 
boisterous  as  last  week,  when  it  was  oftentimes  impossible 
to  keep  the  lines  in  the  water.  In  the  stretches  near 
Matlock  Bridge  a  few  large  fish  have  been  caught, 
brandling  worms  having  proved  as  effective  as  any  other 
bait,  whilst  dock  grubs  have  proved  successful  with  big 
fish.  At  Ambergate  some  nice  fish  have  been  caught  by 
means  of  worms,  whilst  in  the  river  Amber,  at  Wingheld, 
several  members  of  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers  Associa- 
tion have  caught  a  number  of  goodly-sized  fish. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 
How  best  to  serve  the  interests  of  its  members  and  the 
angry  public  is  the  problem  which  is  now  occupying  the 
minds  of  the  executive  of  the  Shropshire  Severn  Angling 
Association.  Truly,  the  difficulties  in  the  way  ot  the 
association  are  formidable.  Something  ike  sixty  miles  ot 
water  have  to  be  preserved  and  re-stocked,  bailiffs  to  be 
maintained,  poaching  prevented,  and  the  numerous  pike, 
that  now  work  havoc  among  the  trout,  got  rid  of.  It  is 
owing  to  the  heavy  expense  of  the  work  in  these  directions 
that  their  balance-sheet  showed  the  serious  deficit  or  hJl. 
The  regrettable  fact  remains  that  locil  anglers  do  riot  give 
that  support  which  the  body  has  a  right  to  ask.  It  does 
not  seem  to  be  sufficiently  well  understood  that  the 
association  tickets  confer  upon  their  holders  the  actual 
right  of  fishing  at  a  small  cost.  It  is  not  recognised  that 
at  the  present  time  there  are  more  and  better  qualified 
bailiffs  employed  than  has  ever  been  the  case  in  previous 
years.  If  the  Shropshire  Association  did  not  exist  the 
Severn  trout  fisher  in  Shropshire  might  say  a  long  farewell 
to  his  beloved  pastime. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT 
The  water  in  our  rivers  are  again  down  to  a  fair  level, 
and  in  nice  condition  for  angling.  There  have  been  a  fair 
number  of  rods  out,  chiefly  on  the  Teme,  or  in  private 
water,  and  in  the  latter  sport  has  been  very  good  among 
the  trout.  A  few  good  fish  were  also  taken  m  the  Teme 
with  the  fly,  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue  and 
Cowdung  were  triei,  but  nearly  all  the  fish  were  taken 
with  the  Blue  Dun.  The  worm  best  bait  for  the  brooks. 
Trout  fishing  in  the  Worcestershire  portion  ot  the  Severn, 
almost  nil.  We  hear  the  Severn  Fishing  Board  are  taking 
action  against  persons  fishing  for  coarse  fish,  during  the 
fence  months,  well  they  may.  Club  members  are  not 
allowed  to  fish  during  the  close  season,  or  take  immature 
fish  but  there  are  numbers  of  onteide  ang  ers  doing  so 
daily ;  and  taking  great  numbers  by  legal  and  illegal 
methods  ;  the  roach  are  in  shoals  under  the  weirs,  and 
the  destruction  of  spawning  fish  is  enormous. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  reports  at  the  week-end  as  to  the  state  of  the  rivers 
differed,  for  whilst  some  had  run  down  into  nioe  trim  tor 
flv-fishing,  others  had  not  attained  a  suitable  level  lne 
rough  weather  of  the  earlier  ja-t  of  tho  week  MW| 


moderated,  trout  anglers  were  enabled  after  about  Wed 
nesday  to  cast  with  some  degree  of  pleasure  and  with 
reasonable  hope  of  success.    The  Yorkshire  waters-more 
especially  the  Wharfe  and  the   Yore-have  furnished 
encouraging  sport,  the  fish  in  many  instances  taking  the 
fly  readily.    The  fish  are  numerous  and  m  good  condition, 
and,  given  suitable  weather  over  the  Easter  holidays 
anglers    may    confidently    anticipate    gratifying  sport 
on  the  Yorkshire  streams.    It  is  said  that  anglers  who 
can  successfully  fish  the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore  in  the  t  oat 
season  never  need  despair  of  their  capabilities  on  o  her 
waters.  The  following  casts  are  confidently  recommended 
during  April:  (1)  March  Brown,  Spanish  Needle  Little 
Early,  and  Dark  Bloa ;    (2)    Partridge    and  Yellow, 
Dotterel  and  Yellow,  Dark  Watchet,  and  Spider  Fly  or 
Sand  Gnat.    The  York  Amalgamation  of  Anglers  have 
arranged  for  a  match  to  be  held  during  the  coming  season 
in  their  Ouse  waters,  and  prizes  for  competition  have  been 
promised.    It  is  stated  that  valuable  information  has  been 
obtained  by  the  Foss  Inspection  Sub-Committee  as  the 
result  of  their  survey  of  the  amalgamation  waters,  it 
has  been  decided  by  the-  latter  to  take  steps  to  secure,  it 
possible,  further  waters  on  the  Foss. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

G  G  Lancelott.—  A  501b.  barbel  is  a  printer's  barbel, 
and  'not  an  English  barbel.  Fish  of  the  kind  are  caught 
in  India  of  even  greater  size,  but  the  biggest  authenticated 
in  this  country  is  considerably  under  201b.,  about  16£lb.  it 
we  remember  rightly.  If  "Giant"  had  been  alive  he 
would  have  told  us  at  once. 


Cotwsjjoniitttce 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  oy  our  Correspondents.}  , 

CRIMSON  BODIED  MARCH  BROWNS. 
Sir,— I  am  much  interested  in  the  query  raised  by  Mr. 
Humphreys  in  your  last  issue,  re  a  fluid  which  would  pre- 
serve the  colour  of  natural  flies.  I  see  no  reason  why 
formalin,  as  recommended  by  Herr  Jaffe  for  preserving 
the  colour  of  trout,  should  not  be  equally  efficient  m  tlxe 
case  of  insects.  I  have  for  a  long  time  intended  to  expeu- 
ment  in  the  matter,  but  leisure  has  not  as  yet  waited  upon 
opportunity.  I  fancy  Mr.  Humphreys  is  thinking  of 
keeping  the  flies  soaked  in  the  fluid  as  anatomical  speci- 
mens are  preserved  at  present.  At  any  rate,  I  scarcely 
think  that  it  would  be  possible  to  preserve  the  wiogs 
properly  in  this  way.  The  method  I  had  intended  to  try 
was  to  gum  a  slip  of  cardboard,  place  the  living  fly  upon 
it  and  wait  till  the  gum  sets,  give  the  fly  a  whiff  ot 
chloroform,  then  to  inject  a  drop  of  formalin  solution  into 
the  body,  and  finally  to  dissect  a  fine  spray  of  the  solution 
over  wings  and  all,  perhaps  repeating  this  last  process  at 
intervals  of '  a  few  days.  So  far,  this  is  mere  theory  but 
possibly  Herr  Jaffe,  and  Dr.  Spence,  have  some  practical 
knowledge  of  a  suitable  method,  and  will  be  kind  enough 
to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  experience.— I  am,  &c, 

  Athenian. 

WHO  KILLED  HIM? 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  been  enjoying  the  by  no  means 
common  experience  oF  reading  letters  of  condolence  S3nt 
by  sympathetic  angling  friends  who  had  heard  of  my 
death  '  This  rumour  has  gone  the  rounds  of  the  London 
angling  world,  but  I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  explain  its 
origin  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  never  was  more  fit,  and 
nothing  has  ailed  me  more  than  an  attack  of  trout  fever 
since  last  fishing  season  closed.  As  you,  Mr.  Editor,  have 
been  amongst  those  who  spoke  kindly  of  me  as  amongst 
the  dead  I  crave  your  permission  to  correct  this  false  repor  . 

Our  little  Kentish  Darenth  gives  promise  of  good  sport 
for  the  season,  which  opened  with  a,  blizzard  on  April  1. 
There  was  a  good  rise  of  Whirling  Blue  Dun  last  Saturday, 
and  the  trout  fed  madly  upon  the  surface.  In  a  short  two 
hours'  fishing  I  got  one  and  a  half  brace  of  good  fish.  I 
returrel  some  small  ones.  My  angling  chum  Mr.  J 
Thomson,  was  equally  successtul,  although  he  fished  with 
thewetflv.  I  fished  dry.  The  Darenth  has  been  m  full 
flood  all  through  the  winter,  and  our  little  river  stood 
greatly  in  need  of  this  thorough  scour  out.-Yours  truly, 
g  Bromley,  Kent.  C.  W.  Gedney. 

[We  are  heartily  glad  to  welcome  Mr.  Gedney  back  from 
the  (imaginary)  shades. — Ed.]. 

FISHING  IN  THE  LAKE  OF  GENOA 
Sir  —The  best  place  to  fish  the  east  end  of  the  lake  ot 
Geneva  is  from  Montreux.  April  and  May  are  about  the  . 
best  months.  Their  is  fair  trout  fishing  to  be  had  on  the 
Stockalper  river  which  flows  into  the  lake  parallel  to  the 
Rhone.  The  license  to  fish  this  nver  used  to  be  lOf.-. 
There  is  some  coarse  fishing  at  the  month  of  the  old 
Rhone.  A  slow  deep  stream  called  the  Vando.s  canal 
flows  into  the  lake  the  Montreux  side  of  the  Rhone  ;  some 
good  trout  are  killed  in  it.  The  license  used  to  be  6fr  ; 
only  Ay  allowed.  The  natives  kill  enormous  trout  up  to 
301b  weight,  with  nets,  in  the  lake  and  occasionally  by 
trolling  I  know  the  license  to  fish  for  trout  in  the  lake  is 
a  very  heavy  one;  best  flies  in  the  a  re arns  are  :  March 
Brown,  &s°  Ear,  Corn  Crake  Wing  Zulu,  and  Black 
Snider  Minnow  is  best  in  the  Stockalper  except  when 
Mav  Fly  is  up.  Brewers  Hotel,  Montreux,  is  a  good  place 
to  stop  at ;  write  for  terms,  &c,  before  going. 
Dunfanagby,  co.  Donegal.        D.  J.  W.  Edwardes, 

FISHING  ON  LOCH  TAY     "  "  _ 
Dear  Sir— I  was  at  the  Kenmore  end  of  Loch  lay 
last  week  salmon  fishing,  and  perhaps  my  experience  may 
be  of  interest  to  some  of  your  readers. 
Early  m  the  forenoon  I  hooked,  a  fish  whioh  gave  >» 
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littlo  play  I  thought  it  was  a  trout,  but  it  turned  out  to- 
be  a  fiue  now  run  salmon  of  171b.,  the  cause  of  the_  want 
of  resistance  being  that  the  hcoks  were  deeply  fixed  in  the 
tongue. 

In  the  afternoon  I  had  it  very  different.  Coming  down 
past  Feaman  (a  village  beloved  by  King  Arthur,  and 
bulking  largely  in  the  public  eye  at  present  owing  to  the 
extraordinary  vagaries  of  the  school  board),  the  reel  gave 
a  little  music,  and  I  began  to  wind  in,  having  about  50yds. 
of  line  out'.  The  line  came  in  quite  easily  till  I  had  the  fish 
within  8yds.  or  10yds.  of  the  boat.  He  then  came  to  the 
surface,  and  I  saw  he  was  hooked  outside,  and  that  I 
would  have  to  play  him  as  from  the  dorsal  fin,  something 
like  guiding  a  horse  with  the  reins,  not  at  his  month,  but 
somewhere  about  the  saddle  girths.  He  did  not  like  the 
sight  of  the  boat,  and  made  off  at  high  speed,  running  out 
before  he  stopped  about  150yds.  lin  3.  Fortunately  I  had 
200yds.  on  the  reel,  one  of  Bambridge  of  Eton's  best. 
I  got  back  about  120yds.  before  he  made  off  again,  and 
he  then  led  me  hither  and  thither  over  the  loch  at  his  own 
sweet  will,  I  being  quite  unable  to  stop  him.  When  this 
had  gone  on  for  over  three-quarters  of  an  hour  my 
head  boatman  said,  "We're  gaun  tae  losh  um,  sur." 
"Why?"  I  asked.  "Because  he's  bidin'  o'er  lang  in. 
Them  as  bides  lang  in  are  lost."  "Can  you  tell  me 
anything  to  do  I  am  not  doing  ?  "  "  No,  sur."  "  Well, 
then,  keep  quiet,  and  I'll  try  not  lose  um." 

After  about  fifteen  minutes'  more  active  struggling,  and 
when  I  was  feeling  so  exhausted  I  feared  I  must  give  up 
the  rod  to  the  impatient  Mae,  resistance  ceased  all  of  a 
sudlen,  and  I  brought  him  near  enough  to  Mac  to  let 
him  work  the  instrument  ho  handles  so  well,  the  gaff. 

A  gooi  hour's  fight,  and  not  lost,  after  all,  a  perfect 
silvery  beauty  of  271b.,  fresh  from  the  sea.  But  as  it  is 
over  seventy  years  since  I  caught  my  first  trout,  he  very 
nearly  got  the  better  of — Yours,  &c,  Smyth. 

TKOUT  FISHING  IN  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Will  some  brother  angler  who  knows 
kindly  say  through  your  columns  what  kind  of  brown  trout 
fishing  may  be  had  at  Newtonstewart,  Tyrone,  during 
April  and  May,  and  recommend  a  decent  house  to  stop  at 
for  a  week  or  two,  and  oblige  ? — Yours,  &c, 

i  Fred  Ogle. 

THE  MALLOCH  CASTING  REEL. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  March  13  under  the  above  head- 
ing, I  observeda  letter  from  "  Ajax,"  stating  he  did  not 
know  how  to  use  the  reel  to  prevent  the  line  from 
"  kinking,"  and  wishes  "  G.  M.,"  who  extols  the  reel,  to 
tell  him  how  to  get  over  the  difficulty.  As  "  G.  M."  has 
not  replied.  I  take  the  liberty  to  send  a  few  lines  in  reply, 
which  I  trust  will  help  "  Ajax"  out  of  the  difficulty. 

From  his  letter  I  se8  he  knows  that  both  the  Notting- 
ham and  Thames  style  of  cisting  "kinks"  the  line,  and 
he,  as  well  as  every  other,  overcomes  this  by  using  a  Field 
lead  and  swivels  below  it,  because  all  the  kinks  "  come 
from  below,  but  this  "kinking,"  as  he  says,  comes 
from  above  the  lead,  and  there  are  no  means  of  avoiding  it 
that  he  can  see.  If  "  Ajix  "  had  only  persevered  a  little 
longer  he  would  soon  have  found  out  that  by  placing 
swivels  above  the  lead  he  woull  take  out  the  'kinks" 
the  same  as  they  were  taken  out  below  the  lead. 
I  always  use  a  swivel  or  two  above  the  lead,  and 
a  double  swivel  on  the  main  line  about  12in.up.  This, 
I  find,  takes  out  the  "kinks"  as  quickly  as  they  are  put  on. 
If  "Ajax"  does  this,  he  will  have  little  or  no  trouble 
with  "  kinks  "  As  to  the  reel  not  being  adapted  for  still 
water  or  pike  fishing,  this  is  not  the  case.  Another 
gentleman  and  I  have  spun  from  a  boat  in  a  lake  for  days, 
killing  from  forty  to  ninety-six  pike  in  a  day,  without  ever 
being  troubled  with  the  line  "  kinking,"  so  that  the  reel  is 
equally  adapted  for  loch  fishing  as  well  as  stream.  I  can 
understand  the  mess  "Ajax  "  got  into,  notbing  w0uld  be 
more  fatal  to  the  unng  of  the  regl,  than  a  Field  lead 
with  no  swivels  above  it.  V 

For  those  that  have  any  trouble  with  the  line  "  kinking," 
I  have  made  a  real  with  a  reversible  drum  which  takes  all 
the  "  kinks  "  out,  the  drum  only  needs  to  be  reversed  a 
few  times  durini?  a  day's  fishing,  this  can  be  done  in  a 
second  or  two. — Yours,  &c,  P.  D.  Malloch* 

213,  High-street,  Perth,  April  0. 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  POOLE,  DORSET. 

Dear  Sir, — As  an  old  subscriber  of  your  very  valuable 
paper  the  Fishing  Oazette,  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if 
you  could  give  me  any  information  where  I  could  obtain 
a  little  trout  fishing  in  this  neighbourhood  ;  also  if  a 
licence  is  required,  and  where  to  be  obtained  ?  Any 
information  to  assist  in  obtaining  the  desired  end  will  be 
esteemed  a  great  favour. 

Business  having  caused  my  removal  from  London  for  a 
time,  I  miss  the  dear  old  Thames,  where  I  have  spent  many 
happy  days,  and  c  onsequently  have  had  nothing  to  chronicle 
in  your  greatly  prized  paper.  My  last  fish  was  a  perch  of 
21b.,  caught,  at  Boveney  Weir  last  September,  and  which 
Mr.  B.,  of  Windsor,  reported  in  his  remarks  at  the  time. — 
Yours  truly,    Resort. 

THE  COXON  "  AERIAL  "  REEL* 
Dear  Sir, — On  July  11  last  year  you  were  kind  enough 
to  give  me  an  extended  notice  of  my  patent  reel,  the 
"Aerial."  which  had  just  previously  been  placed  on  the 
market  by  Messrs.  S.  Allcock  and  Co.,  of  the  Standard 
Works,  Rodditch.  In  the  course  of  your  review  you  slid, 
and  said  justly  :  "  Of  course,  of  a  reel  which  has  only  jnst 
been  placed  on  the  market,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  from 
long  experience,  but,  although  so  light,  we  believe  the 
"  Aerial"  will  bo  found  to  be  quite  as  strong  as  the  ordi- 
nary make."  On  Tuesday  last  I  received  a  letter  from  a 
well-known  pike  angler,  Mr,  H.  H.  Skurray,  of  Swindon, 


in  Wiltshire,  in  which,  aa  a  ns3r  of  the  reel,  ho  said  : 
"  I  expect  it  will  interest  you  to  know  what  t  did  with 
your  patent  reel  last  season  (189C  and  1807),  although  I 
daresay  heavier  fish  have  been  killed  on  the"  Aerial." 
One  of  15Jlb.,  one  of  121b.,  one  of  10 Jib.,  a  brae 3  of  251b. 
(11  Jib.  and  13|lh.),  and  several  between  71b.  and  81b.  I 
found  it  difficult  at  first  to  cast  baits  4oz.  aid  Goz.  each 
from  the  "  Aerial,"  but  got  over  the  difficulty  with 
practice.  Now  that  the  reels  are  made  in  larger  sizes 
(Mr.  Skurray's  was  a  4in.),  I  shall  have  one  of  4Jin. 
diameter  with  check."  Mr.  P.  H.  Walbran,  of  Leeds,  also 
writes  me,  re  the  "  Aerial,"  as  follows  :  "  The  adjustable 
check  to  your  reel  is  a  great  improvement  j  it  is  now 
perfect." — Yours,  &c.,_   Henry  Coxon. 

THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 

Sir, — It  is  a  true  saying  that  "  one  swallow  does  not 
make  a  summer,"  and  I  ween  that  it  will  turn  out  equally 
truthful  that  one  hundred  of  such  meetings  as  that  held 
near  Piccadilly  on  Wednesday  week  will  not  bring  about 
the  amalgamation  of  the  two  London  angling  associations, 
or  even  lead  up  to  that  object.  The  whole  affair  was  a 
farce  from  beginning  to  end,  and  will  have  no  weight 
whatever,  for  the  following  reasons  :  1.  Dr.  Patterson, 
who  convened  the  meeting,  and  was  merely  used  as  a 
"  cat's  paw  "  by  the  actual  wirepullers,  had  no  locus  standi. 
2.  The  meeting  was  not  representative  ia  any  sense 
of  the  word,  the  working-men  club  anglers,  who  form 
seven-eighths  of  both  associations,  only  being  conspicuous 
by  their  almost  entire  absence.  3.  Many  of  the  speakers, 
evidently  interested,  made  mis-statements  of  facts,  and 
tried  to  make  out  grievances  where  there  were  none. 
4.  Only  one  side  of  the  question  was  heard,  and  that 
side  the  one  desiring  the  union.  5.  The  ail-but  unanimous 
vote  on  the  resolution  was  merely  due  to  c'iqueism, 
for  out  of  the  wretchedly  small  attendance,  forty-five, 
two  clubs  alone  put  in  thirteen  votes,  the  Piscatorial  and 
Gresham  Societies,  neither  of  which  take  the  slightest 
interest  in  the  doings  of  either  association  outside  the  cheap 
privilege  ticket.  6.  There  was  not  a  single  officer,  delegate, 
or  representative  appointed  by  either  association  to  speak, 
or  did  speak,  at  the  meeting  on  their  behalf,  and  the 
Central  disdained  even  to  send  an  officer  to  hear  the  pro- 
ceedings. 7,  and  lastly.  Amalgamation  is  not  required, 
nor  even  desirable,  for  very  many  reasons.  The  whole 
agitation  is  a  cuckoo  cry,  like  the  angling  in  the  London 
parks,  emanating  from  the  same  interested  quarter,  and 
will  assuredly  meet  with  the  same  ignoble  fate. 

As  Capt.  Graham  Gordon,  in  an  admirable  speech, 
worthy  of  a  barrister,  said :  "  It  would  seem  as  logical  if 
anyone  in  the  City  of  London,  or  the  West  End,  or  East 
End,  convened  a  meeting  to  consider  whether  justice  was 
administered  in  this  country,  and  to  criticise  and  call  upon 
the  House  of  Lords,  or  the  House  of  Commons,  to  send 
representatives  to  the  meeting,  or  his  meetiug,  to  explain 
whether  they  should  not  be  reprimanded,  or,  if  necessary, 
abolished,  and  other  Lords  and  Commoners  substituted." 
Capt.  Gordon  continued  :  "  He  quite  understood,  in  all 
communities,  fishing  or  otherwise,  that  there  were  mal- 
contents— men  who  never  would  be  satisfied,  for  it  was 
perfectly  legitimate  for  gentlemen  to  meet  together  and 
air  their  grievances.  But  he  did  not  think  that  they 
should  complain  if  those  against  whom  they  were  working 
should  decline  to  come  at  their  request  to  submit  them- 
selves to  examination.  He  thought  they  had  two  societies 
which  were  doing  work  for  the  general  benefit  of  anglers." 

Mr.  Medcalf  and  Mr.  Wade,  the  chief  officers  of  the 
Central  Association,  are  sound  men  of  business,  and  were 
certainly  not  to  be  drawn  like  a  couple  of  schoolboys,  to 
come  there  and  be  examined  and  cross-examined  by  persons 
having  no  authority  whatever,  either  to  call  such  a 
meeting  or  speak  on  behalf  of  one  association  or  the  other. 
The  whole  thing  is  preposterous.  The  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion desire  amalgamation,  and  have  stated  so  officially 
from  the  chair  at  their  delegate  meetings,  and  their  chief 
officers — president,  and  vice-president — have  offered  to 
resign  if  necessary  to  that  object.  The  Central  Associa- 
te n  have  respectfully  declined  amalgamation  on  the  lines 
laid  down.  To  sum  the  matter  up,  the  Central  has  the 
last  few  years  been  making  headway  fast,  and  issuing  a 
larger  number  of  privilege  tickets  annually,  whilst  the 
Anglers'  have  issued  less.  The  Anglers'  Association 
having  still  a  much  larger  membership  than  their  rivals 
for  favour  do  not  like  to  acknowledge  defeat,  and  it  is  very 
certain  the  Central,  who  are  progressing  continuously, 
will  not  eat  the  "humble  pie."  If  the  Anglers' Associa- 
tion can  see  it  would  be  to  their  members'  advantage  to 
have  but  one  association,  I  should  advise  them  to  throw 
up  the  sponge,  acknowledge  defeat,  and  retire  graoefully  ; 
for,  if  they  delay,  it  will  in  a  few  years'  time  be  a  case  of 
Pharaoh's  lean  kine,  and  the  name  of  Swallow  will  appro- 
priately become  identified  with  London  club  anglers  and 
angling  for  ever  and  a  day.  Two-thirds  of  the  6000  odd  club 
anglers  need  no  telling  who  the  chief  wirepullers  are  on 
this  amalgamation-unity  business.  Should  the  coup  come 
off,  what  "  cock  crowing  "  there  would  bo  in  the  agitators' 
camp.  It  is  as  likely  as  that  Christmas  Day  next  year 
will  fall  on  Good  Friday. — I  am,  yours,  &c, 

J.  D.  (Blackfriars  A.S.). 


Sir, — I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  question  of  amalgama- 
tion is  again  coming  to  the  frout,  and  hope  that  Dr. 
Patterson  and  others  who  are  now  taking  the  matter  in 
hand  will  go  on  with  the  good  work  that  they  have  Btarted 
upon.  From  what  I  can  understand  the  members  of  all 
the  clubs  belonging  to  the  Anglers  and  Central  Associations 
will  bo  asked  to  vote  upon  this  question.  If  J  may  be 
allowed  to  make  a  suggestion,  I  think  that  tho  bast  plan 
would  bo  to  ascertain  hrot  of  all  whether  there  is  a  majority 
in  favour  of  amalgamation  amongst  the  members  of  the 
Central  Association.  If  it  is  found  that  there  is,  then  the 
matter  becomes  easy,  if  there  is  a  majority  against  it,  the 


only  course  left  opou  would  be  to  abandon  the  idea,  as  it 
would  not  be  right  to  try  and  coerce  people  against  their 
will.  I  shall  be  glad  if  some  of  the  members  of  the  C.A. 
will  give  us  a  few  common  sense  reasons  why  they  art 
against  unity,  perhaps  if  they  were  to  do  so  it  will  be  the 
means  of  converting  some  of  us  who  believe  in  it.  In 
conclusion  I  should  advise  anglers  generally  not  to  be 
frightened  by  the  cry  that  if  there  was  only  one  associ  ition 
that  the  tickets  would  be  as  much  as  5s  each  ;  the  matter 
is  in  the  hands  of  tho  members,  as  they  can  always  advise 
their  delegates  to  vote  against  any  increase  in  the  price  of 
the  privilege  ticket.  Trust  iug  that  we  shall  soon  have  one 
good  strong  association, — Yours,  &c., 

T.  W.  Garkarh  (Izaak  Walton  A.S.), 

Sir, — I  notice  the  secretary  of  Central  Association,  in 
the  report  of  their  last  meeting,  speaks  as  if  the  Central 
was  jmr  excellence  the  association  of  the  working  man 
angler.  The  fact  is,  and  hitherto  it  has  been  an  unfortunate 
fact  for  the  chances  of  union,  the  most  wealthy  and 
influential  clubs  have,  up  to  now,  supported  the  Central, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  individuals  who  have  studiel 
the  abstract  merits  of  the  question.  If  there  was  any  way 
of  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  majority,  there  would  be  no 
lukewarmness,  either  by  attending  meetings  or  any  other 
form  of  work ;  but  all  anglers  who  desire  that  there  should 
be  only  one  association  are  puzzled  to  see,  if  the  minority 
are  determined  to  stand  out,  how  their  opposition  is  to  be 
overcome.  However,  the  chairman  at  last  Wednesday's 
meeting  assured  his  audience  that  if  the  majority  were 
really  in  earnest  that  there  was  a  certainty  of  their 
wishes  being  carried  out.  It  is  quite  needless  to 
argue  about  the  advantages  of  amalgamation,  the  idea 
of  two  associations  working  against  one  another  in  the 
matter  of  renting  waters  would  alone  s;ttle  the  question. 

I  notice  the  opponents  of  amalgamation  talk  of  its 
advocates  as  interested  persons.  We'l,  I  confess,  as  an 
angler,  I  am  interested,  .and  as  an  angler  only.  We  are  all 
interested  in  this  question,  and  should  inquire  what  is  for 
the  benefit  of  the  whole  body ;  and  if  there  is  mere 
personal  selfishness  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  to  be 
determined  that  selfishness  should  be  suppressed. 

The  idea  that  amalgamation  would  lead  to  a  rise  of  price 
in  the  privilege  ticket  is  a  bug-bear ;  the  members  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  would  not  stand  it,  and  with  amal- 
gamation the  necessity  of  any  rise  would  recede  farther 
and  farther  into  the  distance. 

In  conclusion,  I  make  a  special  appeal  to  the  wealthy 
anglers  to  at  least  study  the  question,  and  if  they  become 
convinced  of  the  benefits  of  union,  to  come  over  and  help 
the  working  men,  for  the  working-men  anglers  have  spoken 
with  no  uncertain  voice  on  the  subject ;  and  it  only  wants 
the  assistance  of  the  well-to-do  clubs  to  effect  our  object. 
I  am  quite  willing  to  address  any  club  on  the  subject,  and 
to  challenge  debate  from  any  quarter. — I  remain,  yours 
truly,  A.  J.  Marriott 

(Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Albany-street, 
Regent's-park). 


BEST  WAY  TO  CATCH  BAITS. 
Dear  Sir, — Could  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  your 
valuable  gazette  give  me  a' little  information  about  the 
following :  In  July  last  year  I  was  appointed  river  keeper 
to  a  fishing  club.  My  duties  were  to  watch  the  river  and 
catch  baits  for  the  members  in  the  pike  season  from  Sept.  1 
to  Feb.  1,  which  I  found  a  very  difficult  dury  to  perform. 
I  tried  all  ways  I  knew  of  to  get  baits,  but  1  found  it  next 
to  impossible.  I  went  at  all  times,  day  and  night  but  found, 
it  just  the  same  ;  the  river  seems  to  be  well  stocked  with 
roach,  perch,  chub,  bream,  carp,  a  few  tench,  and  dace. 
I  generally  use  a  cast  net,  which  I  cm  spread  fairly  well. 
Is  there  any  particular  sort  of  bait  I  could  give  them,  or 
the  likest  time  to  go,  and  the  most  likely  places  ?  Tne 
river  consists  of  th>3  main  stream  with  flour  mills  at  about 
a  mile  apart.  Any  information  that  would  be  likely  to 
help  me  in  my  work  1  should  be  very  grateful  for  I  might 
also  add  1  take  the  Gazette  every  week. — Yours,  &c., 

Club. 


FISHING  WITHIN  AN  HOUR  OF  CROYDON 
WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Would  some  of  your  readers  kindly  give 
information  as  to  where  I  could  obtain  some  good  coarse 
fishing  within  an  easy  distance  (say  an  hour's  journey)  of 
Croydon  ?— Yours  truly,  Fisherwoman. 
 : 

LESSONS  ON  FLY  CASTING. 

Dear  Sir, — I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  you  will  make 
known  through  your  correspondent  columns  the  fact  that 
at  the  request  of  several  correspondents  1  have  decided  to 
give  lessons  in  Fly  Casting  (single  and  double  handed)  to 
a  limited  number  of  pupils.  All  communications  in  this 
connection  should  bo  addressed  to  my  private  house. — 
Yours,  &c,  Egdar  S.  Sfirubsolk 

(Holder  of  the  English  reoord  with  single  handed  rods), 

497,  Wandsworth-road,  S.W.,  April  7. 

Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


"  The  Play's  tue  thing."— This  has  often  been  echoed  by  till 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men  since  toe  time  when  Shakespeare 
mode  it  historical  through  the  medium  of  Hamlet,  A  (food  play 
holds  the  mirror  up  to  nature,  and  shows  us  tbat  men  may  be 
influenced  by  good  to  conquer  evil  It  proves,  in  fact,  the  truth 
of  tho  saying,  "  All  the  World's  a  Stage."  Holloway's  Pills  and 
Ointment  have  for  many  years  played  a  leading  part  in  tho  drama 
of  life.  They  have  been  a  source  of  relief  and  cure  for  most 
known  complaints  in  all  parts  of  the  civilised  world.  Adults  and 
children  are  aliko  benefited  by  these  wonderful  remedies,  us  they 
are  suitable  for  the  weakest  as  well  an  the  strongest  constitutions. 
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THE  SHROPSHIRE  SEVERN. 


By  a  Son  of  Penowern. 

Yotf  want  a  quiet  angling  holiday,  and  don't 
know  where  to  go.  Try  Shropshire.  Be  it  spring- 
tide, when  the  sweet  fresh  country  is  full  of 
promise,  then  is  the  time  to  angle  for  the  cunning 
Severn  trout.  Be  it  summer,  when  all  around  is 
rich  with  nature's  ripening  gifts,  then  do  the 
blithesome  dace  dart,  like  flashes  of  light,  over 
the  rippling  shallows  ;  the  stolid  chavender,  m 
cool  retreat,  sucks  down  unwary  flies  as  they  fall 
on  the  gleaming  river ;  and  well-proportioned 
trout,  now  difficult  to  lure,  feed  charily  on  the 
dainty  midges.  Be  it  melancholy  autumn,  the 
time  of  the  "  sere  and  yellow  leaf,"  when  gorgeous 
tinted  chestnut  and  ruddy  beech  intermingle  with 
sober  pine  or  yew  their  fleeting  charms,  then 
should  we  watch  for  the  swollen  river  to  fall  and 
clear  till  such  time  as  the  mighty  pike  will  gorge 
our  proffered  fare.  E'en  be  it  later  still,  then 
sport  should  likewise  tempt  you,  for  winter's 
frosts  bring  on  the  feed  the  wary  roach,  bold 
biting  perch,  and  handsome  grayling. 

"  Dost  like  the  picture,"  and  art  almost  per- 
Buaded  ?  Add,  then,  to  angling  delights,  homely 
accommodation,  with  sweet,  wholesome  farmhouse 
fare,  and  you  have,  an'  you  be  a  man  to  be  counted 
among  those  who  "  love  virtue  and  angling,"  well 
nigh  all  that  can  form  your  heart's  desire. 

An  angler's  paradise  at  last,  in  fancy  I  hear 
you  say.  Well,  maybe  yes,  and  maybe  no.  I 
deem  it  such,  but  then  I  am  a  biassed  witness, 


and  ask  nothing  better  than  "  a  mixed  bag  "—and 
what  better  ?  Truthfully,  then,  the  Severn  is  not 
one  of  those  ideal,  seldom,  if  ever,  discovered 
streams  teeming  with  trout  and  salmon  which 
seize  the  novice's  fly  with  the  eagerness  of 
a  famishing  Hindoo.  No,  if  you  seek  such  an 
Elysium  your  search  is  not  yet  ended.  Still,  the 
Severn  is  a  river  yielding  pleasant  and,  at  times, 
quite  startling  surprises.  You  spin  for  trout  on 
an  early  spring  day,  and,  behold,  you  hook  per- 
chance a  noble  salmon,  but,  sad  to  state,  more 
probably  a  savage,  hungry  pike.  In  summer  time 
you  know  not  what  will  take  your  fly— imported 
Leven  trout  or  common  fario,  a  lovely  dace,  or 
41b.  chub ;  here,  a  pestilentious  samlet ;  there,  an 
out  of  season  grayling.  But  it  is  with  "the 
wrio-o-lmo-  wum,"  though,  that  Severn  angling 
proves  a  fascinating  lottery.  You  never  know 
what's  going  to  happen  when  fishing  with  the 
worm.  Nearly  all  the  British  freshwater  fishes 
are  represented  in  Sabrina's  silvery  stream,  and 
few  of  them  despise  the  universal  worm. 

Now,  mindful  of  our  prudent  Editor's  injunc- 
tions not  to  reel  off  lines  too  freely,  lest  I  occupy 
the  room  of  better  scribes,  I  must  forthwith  to  my 
task,  which  is,  in  space  prescribed,  to  write  of 
Shropshire  angling  resorts,  and  tell  you  what  I 
can  about  the  sixty  odd  miles  of  Severn  which 
winds  its  tortuous,  unrestrained  way  through 
the  heart  of  our  fertile  county.  I  cannot  do 
better  than  commence  at  a  point  commanded  by 
Montgomeryshire's  sentinel,  the  rugged  Breiddon, 
and  it  is  in  this  locality  that  the  river  first 
becomes  really  navigable.  Below  the  pleasant 
little  hamlet  known  as  Pool  Quay,  m  Mont- 
gomeryshire—near  where  that  historic  landmark, 
Offas  Dyke,  separates  England  from  Wales— the 
Severn,  in  her  most  eccentric  mood,  commences 
to  describe  a  most  bewildering  succession  of  sharp 
twists  and  sweeping  curves.  If  boating,  all  your 
skill  will  be  required  to  avoid  the  jagged  rocks 
and  dangerous  stakes.  Now  we  have  the  Breiddon 
straight  ahead,  next  to  the  right,  and  then  behind 
us,  until  we  almost  fancy  "  Rodney  s  Pillars  are 
all  around. 

Nearly  skirting  the  Breiddon  hills,  and  some 
six  miles  below  Welshpool,  we  reach  the  village  of 
Llandrinio,  where  the  stream  is  spanned  by  a 
handsome  stone  bridge  of  three  arches,  and 
shooting  through  one  of  these  the  winding  river 
carries  us  off  in  a  direction  which,  according  to  the 
map,  should  take  us  direct  to  one  of  the  Severn  s 
sister  streams,  the  ruddy  coloured  Yymwy.  Appa- 
rently, however,  undecided,  the  Severn  branches  oft 
again,  pursuing  a  more  steady  course  until,  on  the 
threshold  of  Shropshire,  it  unites  its  waters  with 
the  other  river.    We  are  now  near  Melverley,  at 
which  village— ten  miles  from  Oswestry,  and  a 
like    distance  from  Salopia's  county  town  — 
accommodation  may  be  found.    The  pleasant 
district  around  is  scantily  populated,  and  the 
fishing  fairly  good  ;  but  from  the  juncture,  of  the 
Severn  to  Shrawardine,  several  miles  below,  the 
stream  is  slow-running  and  deep,  the  haunt  of 
heavy  pike  and  coarse  fish,  and  occasionally  a  tew 
good  salmon.    This  is  one  of  the  very  few  places 
in  Shropshire  where  netting  for  salmon  is  still 
carried  on,  the  game  being  now,  however,  scarcely 
worth  the  candle.    Overlooking  the  river  m  an 
isolated  position,  about  a  mile  below  Melverley,  is 
the  Royal  Hill  Inn,  a  comfortable  and  convenient 
resting  place  for  anglers,  but  more  frequently  used 
by  boating  parties  spending  aholiday  on  the  river. 
"  Shrawardine  "  (locally  pronounced  "  Shraden  ), 
before  alluded  to,  is  a  pleasant  angling  resort. 
Trout,  grayling,  and  excellent  all-round  fishing 
may  be  obtained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  old 
weir,  where  the  river  becomes  rapid  and  broken— 
in  fact,  this  is  one  of  the  best  places  I  know  for  a 
day's  angling.    Good  accommodation  may  be  had 
at  Cross  Gates  Inn,  a  mile  or  two  from  the  river, 
and  situate  on  the  high  road,  five  miles  from 
Shrewsbury.    Below  Shrawardine  the  river  runs 
through  eminently  beautiful  scenery,  and  it  is 
well  stocked  with  fish;  indeed,  such  is  the  case 
right  away  down  stream  to  Shrewsbury,  over 
fifteen    miles    by    river,  and    scarce    six  by 
road    The  village  of  Ford  lies  on  the  opposite 
bank  to  Shrawardine,  below  is  Montford,  where 
there  is  another  weir.    Then  succeed  Preston, 
Montford,  and  Montford  Bridge,  the  last  named 
place    boasting    an    inn,    where  anglers  may 
sojourn    and    rusticate.     A    delightful  days 
angling  may  be  had  by  securing  a  pleasure 
boat  from  Shrewsbury,  and  fishing  the  river 


from  Montford  Bridge  to  the  capital  of  the 
"  proud  Salopians."    The  visitor  should,  however, 
secure  the  services  of  a  local  oarsman— who  ought 
also  to  be  an  angler— for  the  river  by  reason  ot 
its  rapid  nature  and  treacherous  bottom  presents 
dangers    and    difficulties    to    the  uninitiated. 
Between  Montford  Bridge,  over  which  passes  the 
old  London  and  Holyhead  road,  and  Fitz  Village, 
the  river  Perry,  once  famous  for  its  trout,  runs 
into  the  Severn.    This  is  a  remarkably  beautiful 
and  fertile  country,  thickly  wooded  m  places,  and 
in  the  full  glory  of  summer  or  autumn  it  will 
scarce  suffer  from  comparison  with  England  s 
Rhine,  the  Dart.    There  are  some  excellent  and 
well  known  fords  at  the  Isle  and  Fitz,  all  yielding 
trout  and    grayling.     It  was    no  uncommon 
thing  in  days,  alas,  gone  by,  for  Shrewsbuiy 
anglers  to  take  301b.  or  401b.  of  trout— some 
weighing  21b.,  31b.,  41b.,  and  even  more— in  a  day  s 
fishing  between  Montford  and  Shrewsbury.  Now, 
to  be  honest  and  truthful,  I  must  confess  we 
cannot  hold  out  any  such  bright  inducements  to 
the  stranger;  but,  nevertheless,  by  careful  angling 
fair  creels  of  trout  or  grayling  maybe  captured  in 
their  season  by  those  who  know  their  art.    At  the 
Isle  above  Fitz,  the  river  commences  a  curious 
and  unusually  bold  sweep  of  about  four  miles, 
shaped  on  the  Ordnance  map  like  the  head  ot  an 
octopus,  returning  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  point  where  it  diverged.    The  valuable 
estate  inclosed  is  called  the  Isle,  and  it  is  owned 
by    Mr    Humphrey    Sandford,   an  influential 
riparian  owner,  who  has  leased  to  the  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  Association  some  of  the  best  fash- 
ing in  the  county.  Among  the  most  notable  trout 
and  grayling  reaches  near  here  are  Silvery  *  ord, 
Oxlev,  The  Knolls.  Isle  Mill,  and  Ross  Hall.  We 
have  now  reached  Berwick,  a  noble  modem 
mansion,  situate  in  a  charming  neighbourhood. 
There  are  one  or  two  good  angling  places  above 
the  Hall,  but  below  it  the  water  deepens,  and 
under  the  shelter  of  the  great  hanging  trees  in 
Shelton  Rough  abide  great  pike  and  heavy  chub. 
Shrewsbury  is  only  three  miles  away,  and  in 
summer  time  this  paradise  of  greenery  is  otter, 
made  the  picnicking  venue  of  local  oarsmen  and 
their  lasses   fair.    Shelton  passed,  the  Severn 
takes  another  boisterous   run,  and  then  settles 
down  into  easy  running  mood  until  a  bend  ot  the 
river  brings  into  sight  the  lofty  spires  of  Shrews- 
bury town.    There  is  some  fair  fishing  near  the 
Laundry,  where  the  boys  resort  to  bathe,  but  the 
stream  unlike  the  higher  reaches  with  which  we 
have  been  dealing,  is  too  freely  fished  by  reason 
of  its  easy  distance  from  the  town.    If  we  are 
boating,  a  pleasant  pull  brings  us  to  Shrewsbury 
in  something  like  half  an  hour ;  and  at  this  stage 
of  my  journey.  Mr.  Editor,  I  would  crave  your 
indulgence  did  I  but  dare.    I  am  a  Shrewsbury 
angler  bred  and  born,  and  I  so  love  the  old  town 
that  I  would  fain  tell  you  something  of  its 
unique  charms,  the  loyalty  high  character,  and 
the  hospitality  of  its  far-behmd-the-times  in- 
habitants, its   crooked    streets    and  cosy  old 
hostelries,    its    ancient    quaint  half-timbered 
buildings,  relics  of  a  bygone  age  when  architects 
did  not  sacrifice  taste  or  beauty.    These,  and  a 
thousand  other  things  I  would  dwell  upon,  but  1 
must   needs    forbear,   and    ask    your  readers 
to  travel  here  and  judge.    I  cannot  do  better 
than    advise   the    visitor   to    stay   awhile  at 
the    old    town,    for   he    will    find  excellent 
accommodation,  at  moderate  rates    except  it 
be   Church   Congress  time  or  such-like  great 
event;  freedom  from  the   cheap  tripper,  and 
quiet,   unrestricted    angling    for    many  miles 
it  the  cost  of  but  a  few  shillings  for  ltcenc and 
Severn  Association's  annual  ticket.  Shrewsbury 
is  a  most  convenient  centre,  and  many  beautiful 
places  on  one  or  other  of  the  local  lines  may  be 
comfortably  reached.    There  are  some  good  fish- 
ing places  at  Shrewsbury  itself,  but  it  is  better  to 
traVel  a  mile  or  two  before  wetting  the  1  me 
Below  the  town  Monkmoor  ford  and  the  watei 
near  vields  good  trout,  chub,  perch,  roach,  and 
dace   The  bed  of  the  river  is  rocky  at  Monkmoor 
f"d  wading  dangerous.     Capt.  Scott  when  at 
Pimley  Hall,  near  by,  has  been  credited  with  the 
capture  of  a  few  good  salmon  with  the  fly ;  m  this 
neighbourhood.  We  are  but  a  few  miles  from  the 
sadlnd  sorry  field  of  Shrewsbury  "and  in  front 
of  us  is  Haughmond,  the  "  bosky _hill    of  Shake- 
speare   From  Monkmoor  to   Uffington  the 
Xy  Severn"  runs  deep  and  still,  providing 
on  the  Sundorne  side  some%xcellent  perch  fishing 
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and  on  the  other  fair  roach  ewims.    Roach,  it 
may  be  here  said,  abound  throughout  the  county. 
Uffington  village,  nestling  under  Haughmond 
hill,  is  a  sweet  old-world  hamlet,  with  its  few 
farms,  dwellings,  church,  and  roomy,  comfortable 
hotel.    It  is,  perhaps,  the  most  convenient  and 
picturesque  angling  station  on  the  river.  The 
country  around  is  delightfully  fresh,  fertile,  and 
varied  in  its  characteristics,  and  I  honestly 
counsel  the  angler  who  desires  tranquillity,  good 
fare,  and  capital  mixed  fishing  at  a  very  moderate 
cost  to  seek  these  blessings  here.    On  the  river 
bank  opposite  the  hotel  grounds  runs  the  towing- 
path,  once  used  for  the  barge  traffic,  and  for 
miles  fly  fishers,  bottom  fishers,  or  those  who 
prefer  the  spinning  or  live  baits,  may  wander  and 
angle  to  their  heart's  content.   There  is  a  lengthy 
trout  ford  below  the  ferry  at  Uffington,  and  then  the 
river   develops   into  a  gliding  current,  where 
grayling— aye,  and  good  ones,  too — may  be  found. 
The  water  deepens  again  after  this,  and  so  runs 
for  a  mile  or  more  to  Belvidere,  a  rocky  shallow, 
difficult  to  fish,  and,  fortunately,  hard  to  net.  For 
this  reason  it  usually  holds  some  good  trout,  and 
at  times  a  salmon.  (A  splendid  fresh-run  fish  was 
killed  some  time  ago  by  a  local  angler  while 
spinning  for  trout.)    Another  pleasant  locality, 
Preston  Boats,  is  soon  reached,  with  its  ferry, 
farm,  picturesque  weir,  and  eel  traps.    One  or 
two  withy  covered  islands,  common  to  the  Severn, 
add  to  the  beauty  of  the  scene,  and  the  musically 
rippling  stream,  dividing  at  several  points,  forms 
one  of  those  pictures  dear  to  the  heart  of  the 
nature  loving  angler.    At  the  end  of  the  island 
stretches  a  mile  or  so  of  deep  black  water  hold- 
ing mighty  pike,  and  oft  one  or  two  salmon. 
At  Emstrey,  where  there  is  a  splendid  trout 
pond,  the  association   water  commences,  and 
another  length  of  deep  running  stream,  passing 
through  pleasant  meads,  intervenes  between  it 
and  the  long  gravelly  ford  at  the  pretty  village 
of  Atcham.     Two  noble  country  seats  are  near 
by — one,   Longner  Hall,  in  possession  of. -the 
Burton   family;   the  other,   Attingham,  Lord 
Berwick's  splendid  mansion.     Atcham  is  but 
four  miles  from  Shrewsbury,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  fishing,  which  for  miles  is  exceptionally 
good  and  easily  accessible,  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Shropshire  Association  beforementioned.  Trout 
and  grayling  are  fairly  plentiful.    "Within  a  short 
distance  of  Atcham  the  Severn  receives  the  waters 
of  the  lovely  Tern  river,  which  passes  through 
Lord  Berwick's  fair  estate.     About  two  miles 
away  are  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  Roman  city, 
Uriconium — the  happy  hunting  ground  of  thought- 
ful minds  who  incline  to  geological  and  historical 
research.    At  Cronkhill  there  is  excellent  angling 
— trout  and  grayling  on  the  fords,  perch  in  the 
deeper  water.     Wroxeter  and  Coton  fords  are 
equally    good    trout    and  grayling  stretches. 
Wending  its  devious  way,  the  Severn  skirts  the 
village  of  Cound,  where  there  is  a  large,  pleas- 
antly situated,  and  well-managed  hotel,  affording 
satisfactory  accommodation  at  a  reasonable  tariff. 
There  is  good  fishing  all  around,  and  the  quiet 
neighbourhood  offers  abundant  inducements  to 
the  visitor.    The  well-stocked  trout  brook,  which 
runs  through   Condover  estate,  Bourton,  and 
Cound,  enters  the  Severn  here,  but  the  fishing  is 
strictly    preserved    by  the  owners.  Opposite 
Cound  Lodge  is  a  place  on  the  Severn  known  as 
the    Punch    Bowl,    generally    the    home  of 
heavy  trout;   and  at  Eyton  Rock,  hard  by, 
grayling    may    be    found.     Good    fords  run 
between    Cound    and    Cressage,   and    at  the 
last-named  place,  whose  station  is  on  the  Severn 
Valley    Railway,    there    is    an    inviting  and 
picturesque  hotel.     This  is  an  excellent  and 
attractive  resort.  Sheinton  brook  enters  the  river 
a  few  miles  below,  and  the  next  point  of  interest 
is  Buildwas,  famous  for  its  "fine  old  ruined  abbey. 
We  are  now  near  the  busy  little  towns  of  Iron- 
bridge  and  Broseley,  situated  in  a  thickly  popu- 
lated district.      Our  friends,  the  'coarse  fish 
anglers,  are  many  in  this  district,  and  as  the 
trout  and  grayling  fishing  is  almost  non-existent 
on  account  of  the  altered  nature  of  the  river,  it 
were  well  now  to  close  our  article.  Space  will  not 
allow  of  lengthy  reference  to  flies  and  tackle. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  is  needless  on  the  Severn 
to  sacrifice  strength  to  lightness,  and  that  tiny  flies 
are  not  in  vogue.  All  methods  of  fair  angling  are 
permitted,  and  the  visitor  should  be  well  equipped 
with  the  up-to-date  accessories  peculiar  to  the 
gentle  art. 


SPRINGTIME  IN  YORKSHIRE. 

(Continued  from  page  256.) 

By  Feancis  M.  Walbean. 
Opinions  are  somewhat  varied  as  to  the  relative 
degrees  of  picturesque  beauty  in  the  twin  vales  of 
Wharfedale  and  Wensleydale,  as  the  valley  of  the 
Yore  is  termed.  Personally,  I  love  them  both, 
but  still  I  am  inclined  to  admire  "  the  bonny 
bright  Yore  "  most  of  any  river  that  I  have  fished 
upon,  and  they  are  not  a  few. 

They  are  very  similar  at  their  source,  but  lower 
down  the  valley  what  can  excel  the  beauties  of 
Aysgarth,    Redmire,    Clifton,    and  Hackfall? 
Nothing  that  I  wot  of.    To  wander  through  the 
natural  grounds  of  the  latter  in  the  sweet  spring- 
time, when  the  various  shades  of  green  afforded 
by    mountain  ash,    sycamore,    fir,  and  palm 
branches  are  contrasted  together;  to  see  the 
tender  green  fronds  of  the  various  ferns  rising 
above  the  brown  wreckage  of  last  year's  bracken  ; 
to  look  upon  the  unlimited  wealth  of  primi-oses, 
anemonies,  and  violets  ;  to  hear  the  tinkle  of  the 
miniature  waterfalls  as  they  leap  from  rock  to  rock 
in  those  dells  where  you  may  almost  imagine 
that  the  fairies  inhabit,  is  indeed  a  treat ;  and 
then  again,  if  the  angler  cares  to  leave  the 
coui^se   of   the  river  and  climb  upwards  past 
Fisherman's  Hut,  the  grotto  opposite  to  the 
petrifying  cascade,  and  thence  on  to  Mowbray 
Point,  and  there  survey  the  noble  sweep  of  moor- 
land far  beyond  the  trees,  rocks,  and  rushing 
river,  I  maintain  that  there  are  few  fairer  sights 
to  be  found  in  England,  let  alone  my  native 
county.    The  upper  portion  of  the  Yore  is  reached 
by  means  of  two  great  railway  companies,  viz., 
the  North-Eastern  and  the  Midland.    The  former 
route    is  from  Leeds   via    Harrogate,  Ripon, 
Thirsk,  Northallerton,  where  the  tourist  changes 
on  to  the  branch  line,  past  Bedale,  Leyburn, 
Aysgarth,    and    Askrigg,    on    to  Hawes,  the 
chief  centre  of  the  cheese-making  industry  of 
Wensleydale.    The  other  route  by  the  Midland  is 
by  the  Settle  and  Carlisle  Railway,  by  which  the 
traveller  journeys  to  Hawes  Junction,  and  then 
traverses  a  short  branch  of  the  North -Eastern 
Railway  down  to  Hawes.    The  latter  is  the  route 
that  I  recommend  on  account  of  the  express  trains 
that  are  run,  the  journey  the  other  way  being  a 
very  tedious  one.    The  scenery  around  Hawes  is 
varied.    The  source  of    the  Yore   above  the 
Moorcock,     near     Hawes     Junction,    is  of 
the    wildest    description,    and  woe  be  to  the 
belated  traveller  that  finds  himself  there  on 
a  bleak  winter's  night  with  darkness  gathering 
around  him ;  but  it  is  a  very  different  matter  to 
wander  up  the  tiny  stream  in  spring,  summer,  or 
even  early  autumn,  before  the  end  of  the  trout 
season,  for  grayling  do  not  exist  in  Mossdale,  as 
that  upper  portion  of  the  Yore  is  called.    Open  in 
some  parts,  arched  in  by  trees  in  another,  a  9^ft. 
rod  is  best  adapted,  as  you  can  then  easily  cast 
your  flies  under  the  overhanging  bushes;  and  then, 
again,  there  are  various  tributaries,  chief  of  which 
is  the  Cotter,  which  enters  the  Yore  under  a  one- 
arch  stone  bridge,  above  which  some  few  hundred 
yards,  you  come  upon  that  picturesque  waterfall 
known  as  Cotter  Force,  the  latter  being  the  local 
name  for  all  such  cascades.    The  trout  of  the 
Cotter  are  not  large,  but  remarkable  for  their 
gameness  and  beauty.    The  whole  of  this  upper 
water,  including  the  tributaries,  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  Hawes   and   High  Abbotside  Angling 
Association,  the  hon.  secretary  of   which  is 
Mr.   James  Fawcett,  landlord   of  the  Crown 
Hotel,  Hawes,  who   is    an    ardent  fisherman 
himself,  and  can  give  the  stranger  many  valuable 
hints.    The  club  issue  day  tickets  at  2s. ;  per 
week,  5s. ;  per  year,  10s.    Not  only  above  the 
town,  but  down  some  four  miles  to  Bainbridge,  a 
beautiful  little  village  nestling  among  the  hills, 
the  club  have  jurisdiction.     Below  Hawes  the 
river  is  both  wider  and  deeper,  where  it  opens  out 
into  large  pools.    Below  the  Cotter  both  trout 
and  grayling  abound,  but  no  other  fish,  and  this 
probably  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  excellence 
of    the  fishing.     At   Bainbridge    is  another 
comfortable  hostelrie,  presided  over  by  another 
thoroughly  practical  angler,  an  old  friend  of  mine, 
Mr.  G.  E.  Cherici,  who  was  formerly  landlord  of 
the  Bruce  Arms  at  Tanfield.    The  keeper  of  the 
club  is  "  Jimmy  "  Blades,  than  whom  I  do  not  know 
a  better  or  more  observant  angler  in  the  whole  of 
Wensleydale.    He  always  fishes  single  hair,  and 


his  greatest  feat  was  in  landing  two  trout  at  one 
cast,  one  weighing  l|lb.,  and  the  other  lib.  6oz. 
The  time  occupied  was;  an  hour  and  twenty 
minutes — one  fish  fighting  againnt  the  other — and 
"  Jimmy  "  has  told  me  many  a  time  how,  when  he 
ultimately  landed  them,  his  hands  trembled  ao 
much  with  excitement  that  he  could  not  take 
the  flies  from  their  mouths  for  fully  five 
minutes. 

Good  old  "  Jimmy,"  how  many  happy  days 
have  we  spent  together  on  cold,  blustering  days  in 
early  spring,  when  I  have  seen  him  squat  down 
under  a  stone  fence,  which  exist  only  in  that  part, 
as  in  Wales,  and  dress  a  copy  of  the  fly  upon  the 
■Water  that  the  fish  were  taking ;  on  blazing  hot 
days  in  summer,  when  the  trout  refused  to  take 
the  seductive  red  worm,  however  deftly  it  was 
presented  to  them  ;  again,  in  the  soft,  hazy  days 
of  golden  September,  when  the  grayling  rose 
boldly  at  Red  Tag,  Waterhen  Bloa,  and  Green 
Insect ;  on  biting  winter  days,  when  the  frost 
king  held  sway,  and  the  margin  of  the  pools  were 
fringed  with  ice ;   on  all  these  occasions  has 
"  Jimmy "  been  by  my  side,  always  cheerful, 
however  poor  the  sport,  always  observant,  and  at 
night  always  ready  for   a  special  Scotch,  a 
pipe  of  tobacco,  and  a  long  crack  on  fishing. 
Then  there  are  other  veterans  in  that  upper 
region  of  the  Yore,  who  are  notabilities  in  their 
way—"  Mat  "  Willan,  T.  Blythe,  Dr.  Grime,  and 
Oswald  Routh  Bowe,  the  latter  not  a  mighty 
exponent  of  the  gentle  art,  but  one  whose  cheery 
face  always  lights  up  one  of  the  congenial  little 
parties,  of  which  I  have  made  one  so  many  times, 
in  the  little  parlour  at  the  Crown  in  the  days  gone 
by.    I  have  devoted  so  much  space  to  the  first  ten 
miles  of  the  Yore  that  I  cannot  get  beyond  Bain- 
bridge in  this  week's  article,  and  therefore  other 
places  will  have  to  be  relegated  to  my  next ;  but 
before  I  conclude,  I  must  mention  the  largest 
natural  lake  in  Yorkshire,  viz.,  Semerwater,  which 
can  also  be  fished  by  holding  one  of  the  Hawes 
Association  tickets.    It  contains  rudd,  bream,  and 
trout.    The  latter  are  not  numerous,  and  there- 
fore the  best  time  to  visit  it  is  after  June  16,  when 
coarse  fishing  commences.   .The  little  river  Bain, 
connecting  the  lake  with  the  Yore,  contains  a 
fair  quantity  of  trout.    The  flies  recommended  in 
my  last  article  are  also  suitable  for  this  district. 


A  SURPRISE. 


The  more  experience  I  gain  in  the  habits  of  the 
May  Fly  the  more  I  am  forced,  against  my  will, 
to  confess  how  completely  ignorant  I  am  as  to 
what  locality  it  prefers,  when  I  shall  see  it,  or 
whether  I  shall  see  it  at  all.  In  fact,'the  May  Fly 
is  still  to  me  an  unguessable  enigma,  unaccountable 
as  the  weather. 

Thanks  to  the  kindness  of  an  old  friend,  I,  every 
spring,  visit  the  haunts,  or  reputed  haunts,  of  the 
May  Fly  at  the  time  when  all  the  southern  chalk 
streams  are  popularly  supposed  to  be  just 
crawling  with  it.  And  no  doubt  sometimes  the 
supposition  is  perfectly  correct,  and  the  air  is 
filled  and  the  water  is  covered  with  the  great, 
gauzy,  weak-winged  creatures  and  the  greedy 
trout  gulp  them  down  one  after  another  till  at 
length  the  stomach  and  digestion  of  the  most 
ravenous  five-pounder  of  all  is  beaten,  and  the 
swarming  swifts  and  swallows  have  a  competitor 
the  fewer  in  the  race  for  a  dainty  but  short-lived 
addition  to  their  usual  fare. 

But,  as  every  chalk  stream  fisherman  soon 
discovers,  this  abundance  of  May  Fly  is  by  no 
means  a  certainty.  At  times,  and  not  unf  requently, 
the  angler  finds  all  his  delicate  frauds,  tied  by 
skilful  fingers,  and  portraying  with  more  or  less 
deceptive  accuracy  the  beauties  of  the  May  Fly, 
absolutely  useless.  No  wavelet,  dashing  towards 
the  struggling  insects,  breaks  the  oily  smoothness 
of  the  mill  pool;  not  a  single  swift,  skimming 
the  long  reach,  races  a  hungry  trout  for  its 
fluttering  quarry. 

For  some  unknown  reason  the  May  Fly  is 
absent,-  a  mere  legendary  myth.  And  then, 
instead  of  hurling  into  the  wind  great  bunches  of 
carefully  selected  feathers,  the  fisherman  betakes 
himself  to  gossamer  casts,  and  daintily  hackled 
but  microscopic  creations  on  0000  hooks. 

Then  sometimes  comes  the  reverse  of  the  picture, 
and  in  latitudes,  and  at  heights  hitherto  unsus- 
pected of  harbouring  any  such  being,  the  wander-  ' 
ing  fisherman,  to  his  great  wonder  and  amazement, 
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finds  the  May  Fly  in  full  vigour  and  abundance ; 
and  that,  just  in  places  where  all  his  previous  ex- 
perience would  certainly  lead  him  to  conclude 
that  he  was  about  as  likely  to  encounter  a 
hippopotamus  as  a  May  Fly. 

This  year,  when  fishing  a  Hampshire  stream,  1 
could  each  night  count  on  my  fingers  every  May 
Fly  I  had  seen  during  the  day. 

One  or  two  trout  I  did  take  with  the  artificial 
May  Fly,  lean  old  cock  fish  which,  I  suppose,  like 
myself,  thought  that  if  the  Green  Drake  were  not 
there,  anyhow  it  ought  to  be,  and  paid  for  then- 
vain  delusion.  But  at  last,  in  common  with  every 
other  rod  on  that  river,  I  had,  in  full  May  Fly 
season,  to  fall  back  on  the  duns  and  the  spinners 
if  I  wished  to  catch  fish. 

Then,  later  on  in  the  season,  came  its  entirely 
unexpected  appearance.  For  the  last  five  years  I 
have  fished  a  lake  in  Norway  which  is  situated  in 
about  04°  north  latitude,  and  lies  some  3000ft. 
above  the  sea  on  the  top  of  a  bare  f  jeld.  Till  last 
year  I  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  May  Fly  being 
found  there.  However,  last  season,  on  J uly  23,  I 
saw  the  Green  Drake  in  fair  numbers  on  its 
water.  I  could  hardly  credit  my  eyesight  with 
being  correct  when  I  noticed  the  May  Flies  come 
floating  into  the  lake  down  a  little  beck  which 
derived  its  main  supply  of  water  from  the  snow 
which  still  lay  deep  in  a  narrow  ravine,  from 
which  the  tiny  stream  came  hurrying  along,  to 
find,  for  a  time,  a  quieter  life  in  the  wider  waters 
of  the  lake. 

But  there  was  no  mistaking  the  fly.  The  trout 
too,  were  evidently  aware  that  the  time  for  a  feast 
had  come,  and  splash  after  splash,  rise  after  rise, 
all  over  the  lake  showed  that  plenty  of  fish,  and 
many  heavy  ones  among  them,  were  well  on  the 
feed.  Of  course  I  had  with  me  pretty  well  every 
fly  that  was  ever  invented,  except  the  one  of  all 
others  that  I  then  required,  which,  naturally,  was 
absent.  However,  by  dint  of  hard  work,  I  managed 
by  midday  to  basket  some- six  or  seven  good  trout, 
averaging  pretty  well  lilb.,  and  two  or  three 
others  I  lost  in  weeds  or  amongst  rocks.  If  I 
had  only  been  able  to  raise  a  well  tied  imitation 
of  the  May  Fly  I  should  have  made  a  very  heavy 
bag  of  magnificent  trout. 

About  one  o'clock  the  rise  of  fly  slacked  off 
very  considerably,  and  I  felt  justified  in  utilising 
the  interval  for  lunch  and  a  pipe. 

As  I  lay  stretched  out  on  a  patch  of  the  scanty 
grass,  which  here  and  there  gave  a  yellow  withered 
tint  to  the  sides  of  the  lake,  the  exceeding  con- 
trast between  the  surroundings  and  the  noises 
characteristic  of  this  high  f  jeld  lake,  where  the 
May  Fly  was  floating  in  front  of  me,  and  those  of 
the  Hampshire  streams,  where  I  recently  expected 
to  see  the  May  Fly,  but  did  not,  struck  me  with 
great  force. 

Here  everything  betokened  a  stem,  hard,  and 
silent  struggle  for  existence.  All  vegetation 
appeared  to  be  more  or  less  dwarfed  by  the 
severity  of  the  climate  and  the  poverty  of  the 
soil.  All  around  me  were  high  barren  hills,  snow- 
flecked,  grand,  but  gloomy  in  their  magnificence, 
and  even  when  the  welcome  light  and  warmth  of 
the  hot  July  sun  lit  up  the  dark  f  jeld  side,  and 
gave  a  brighter  look  to  its  rocky  slopes,  there  was 
—notwithstanding  the  surpassing  beauty  of  the 
8cene_a  peculiar  sadness  and  severity  belonging 
to  it  all ;  though  this,  perchance,  was  not  out  of 
place  in  the  land  where  Thor  and  Odin  had  once 
their  shrines,  and  where  even  now  many  a  legend 
of  old-time  goblins  and  trolds  still  lingers  amongst 
the  peasantry.  . 

And  then  the  silence,  only  now  and  again  broken 
by  the  rise  of  a  trout,  once  by  the  surly  buzz  of  a 
bumble  bee,  seeking  a  scanty  meal  from  a  sombre- 
hued  flower,  and  at  last,  as  if  to  complete  the 
fitness  of  the  surroundings,  by  the  hoarse  croak- 
ings  of  three  ravens  as,  searching  for  carrion,  they 
circle  over  the  opposite  hill — Odin's  birds. 

A  weird,  wild,  hard  country,  poor  and  stern, 
silent  and  lifeless,  where  each  sound  and  every 
movement  came  as  a  surprise,  and  as  something 
almost  out  of  place  and  harmony. 

And  yet  here  was  the  May  Fly,  a  creature 
which  had,  in  my  mind,  been  hitherto  associated 
with  very  different  scenes  and  surroundings. 
Indeed,  except  the  trout  in  the  water  and  the  rod 
by  my  side,  there  was  very  little  indeed  common 
to  the  two  localities  where  I  had  last  either 
expected  to  see  or  did  see  the  May  Fly. 

Different  indeed  from  the  scene  in  front  of  me 
was  the  smiling  Hampshire  valley  where  I  had, 


but  a  short  month  before,  looked  in  vain  for  the 
now  unexpectedly  present  May  Fly.  The  whole 
colouring  of  the  more  southern  landscape  was 
richer,  brighter,  and  softer.  Long  stretches  of 
luxuriantly  green  water,  meadows  starred  with 
the  golden  flowered  iris,  the  hillsides  bounding 
the  view  as  varied  in  tint  as  the  crops  which 
covered  them,  some  the  clear,  bright  green  of  the 
healthy  barley ;  higher  up  the  slope  the  brilliant 
pink  sainfoin,  capped  by  a  belt  of  dark  firs, 
standing  up  clear  and  hard  against  the  sky  line  ; 
whilst  here  and  there  a  huge  white  scar  on  the 
hillside  marked  the  chalk  quarry. 

Tet,  after  all,  the  contrast  between  the  hum  of 
life  and  the  never  ceasing  song  or  call  of  birds 
in  the  one  land,  and  the  stillness,  broken  only  by 
rarely  occurring  lapses  from  silence  in  the  other, 
was  even  more  remarkable  than  the  difference  in 
their  tone  and  colour.  The  lark  "at  heaven's 
gate  singing,"  the  querulous  cry  of  the  moorhen 
amongst  the  reeds,  the  crow  of  pheasant  in  the 
osier  bed,  the  coo  of  the  turtle-dove,  and  the 
countless  songs  of  birds  of  many  a  species 
betokened  a  land  easy  to  live  in;  just  as  the 
lowing  of  sleek  cattle,  the  constant  bleating  of 
sheep,  the  rattle  of  the  grass  mower,  now  and 
then  varied  by  the  scream  of  the  locomotive,  as 
an  express  rushed  past  with  a  roar  and  a  rattle 
unknown  to  silent  Norway,  clearly  avowed  a  land 
of  life  and  energy  and  remunerative  work. 

As  I  have  said,  somehow  or  other  the  May  Fly 
had  hitherto  been  always  joined  in  my  thoughts 
with  the  rich  scenery  of  our  English  southern 
rivers,  and  all  their  fertile  surroundings,  and  yet 
here  it  was  at  home  in  Norway.  But  the  rise 
of  ephemerae  on  the  lake  seemed  to  bs  over  for 
the  day.  "What  fi*h  were  still  rising  appeared  to 
be  feeding  on  a  black,  loosely  made  insect,  some- 
what like  a  tired-out  house  fly,  with  claret  coloured 
tibiae.  When  on  the  wing  it  carried  its  rather 
long  and  feeble  looking  legs  drooping,  and 
seemingly  meeting  at  their  lower  extremities 
much  after  the  fashion  of  the  cords  of  a  para- 
chute. 

I  had  no  recollection  of  seeing  this  fly  before. 
Like  the  May  Fly  in  Norway,  it  was,  to  me,  a  new 
experience.  However,  the  trout  seemed  to  like 
their  flavour.  So,  after  ransacking  my,  for  the 
day,  rather  too  small  collection  of  flies,  I  decided 
that  a  Zulu  was  about  as  near  as  I  could  then 
get  to  the  natural  fly,  and  that  a  small  one  of 
that  pattern  might,  perhaps,  delude  a  too  con 
fiding  trout. 

I  had  hardly  tied  the  fly  and  cast  together  when 
I  saw  three  of  these  black,  ugly  looking  creatures 
floating  pretty  nearly  together  on  the  water,  within 
a  longish  cast  of  where  I  was  standing.  I  had 
barely  caught  sight  of  them  before  a  good  trout 
rose,  and  one  fly  disappeared,  then  the  second, 
and  then  the  third,  and  last  my  Zulu,  which  I  had 
meanwhile  managed  to  drop  within  about  a  foot 
of  the  latest  victim  to  a  hungry  trout.  The  fish 
was  both  strong  and  heavy,  and  before  I  could 
stop  him  he  had  run  out  some  20yds.  of  line,  and 
broken  me  round  a  submerged  rock. 

I  persevered  with  the  Zulu  for  some  two  or 
three  hours,  and  eventually  made  up  a  total  of 
some  ten  or  twelve  good  fish. 

The  next  morning  was  bright  and  warm  in  the 
valley  when  I  started,  laden  with  every  conceivable 
pattern  of  May  Fly,  but  by  the  time  I  had  reached 
the  lake,  after  a  steep  climb  of  1500ft.,  the  wind 
had  worked  round  to  the  north  and  was  blowing 
hard.  As  a  matter  of  course,  not  a  fly  of  any 
description  was  to  be  seen  on  the  lake,  and  my 
bag  was  light,  when,  blessing  the  contrariness 
of  fish  and  flies,  I  turned  my  back  on  the 
water. 

I  had  no  opportunity  of  fishing  there  again  tor 
a  few  days,  and  although  about  a  week  later  I 
saw  the  Grey  Drakes  dancing  over  the  willows 
fringing  the  heck  which  drains  the  lake,  I  never 
saw  another  rise  of  May  Fly  on  its  waters. 

I  have  since  heard,  from  men  who  ought  to 
know  the  habits  of  the  fly,  that  it  is  found  in 
Scandinavia  as  far  north  even  as  the  Tana. 

I  dare  say  my  astonishment  at  seeing  it  3000ft. 
above  sea  level,  in  latitude  64°  N.,  was  founded  on 
my  gross  ignoi'ance  of  its  distribution,  but 
astonished  I  was. 

No  doubt,  if  I  ever  find  myself  again  by  that 
wild  f  jeld  late,  as  I  hope  I  may,  I  shall  have 
May  Flies  galore  in  my  boxes ;  but  whether  or  no 
I  shall  see  the  living  insect  there  or  not  is  another 
pair  of  shoes.  Thymallus. 


DOCTOR'S  ORDERS. 

"  Doctor,  I  am  a  bit  off  colour." 
"  Well,  old  friend,  that  is  not  unusual.  Where 
have  you  been  dining  !J  " 

"  Bosh,  nothing  of  that  kind.  I  am  run  down 
—out  of  sorts,  slack,  or  whatever  you  like  to  call 
it.  Since  the  wind  changed  into  the  south-west, 
and  the  Blue  Duns  have  begun  to  hatch  out,  T 
have  been  restless,  in  fact,  got  a  touch  of  fever- 
fishing  fever,  and  I  want  you  to  order  me  away.'' 

"  This  is  a  serious  matter.  You  remember  the 
row  I  got  into  with  your  partner  last  year  when  I 
ordered  you  to  Ireland  for  a  month.  I  am  afraid 
my  professional  reputation  will  be  at  stake.  How- 
ever, just  this  once  I  will  order  you  off  for  ten 
days  or  a  fortnight,  but  please  remember  that 
your  doctor  is  very  partial  to  trout.  Where  shall 
I  send  you  to  P  " 

"  North  Wales  this  time,  doctor,  and  if  there  is 
a  trout  left  in  Lake  Vyrwny  it  shall  find  its 
way  to  your  house  within  a  week." 

The  foregoing  conversation  took  place  about  a 
fortnight  ago,  and  the  next  day  I  was  tearing 
away  north  by  the  Irish  mail,  with  my  old  friend, 
who  never  forsakes  me  on  these  occasions.  A 
word  about  this  old  friend.  He  is  a  most  remark- 
able chap.  He  has  never  thrown  a  fly  in  his  life ; 
he  says  he  is  too  short-sighted  ;  but  he  will  sit  in 
the  boat  with  me  by  the  week,  and  takes  as  keen 
an  interest  in  my  fishing  as  if  he  were  wielding 
the  rod  himself. 

We  soon  reached  Crewe,  where  we  put  up  for 
the  night ;  but,  oh !  what  a  night  it  was !  Let 
me  here  warn  all  those  whom  it  may  concern  to 
avoid  sleeping  at  Crewe.  Sleeping,  did  I  say? 
Not  a  wink  for  me  that  night.  Shrieks  and 
groanings  from  the  uneasy  engines  without 
cessation ;  such  a  pandemonium  it  is  impossible 
to  describe.  I  was  delighted  to  see  the  first  faint 
glimpse  of  light  which  told  the  advent  of  another 
day.  A  tub  and  breakfast  soon  put  us  right,  and 
we  caught  an  early  train  to  Whitchurch.  Here 
we  changed,  and*  passed  through  Oswestry  to 
Llanymynech,  where  we  changed  again,  and 
eventually  arrived  at  Llanfyllin.  Here  a  nice 
carriage  and  pair  of  horses  from  the  Lake  Vyrnwy 
Hotel  awaited  us,  and  we  started  for  a  ten  miles 
drive  through  a  regular  blizzard,  and  the  weather 
intensely  cold.  Occasionally  we  alighted  at  the 
foot  of  an  extra  steep  hill  to  give  the  horses  a 
chance,  as  the  road  is  very  rough  in  places,  and 
the  journey  is  at  the  best  of  times  a  slow  one. 

Presently  we  sighted   the    hotel,  and  very 
welcome  it  was  to  us,  as  we  were  tired,  cold,  and 
hungry  into  the  bargain.    Welcome  also  was  the 
appearance  of  a  most  artistic  looking  steak, 
garnished  with  delicate-looking— what  ?  Potato 
chips  they  looked  like,  but  upon  further  investiga- 
tion they  proved  to  be  tiny  "  onion  fritters,''  most 
fearfully  and  wonderfully  concocted,  and  fried  to 
a  golden  colour.    This  seems  to  be  a  speciality  of 
the    hotel,   and  we  recommend  all  intending 
visitors  to  order  this  dish  more    than  once 
during  their  stay.     By   this  time  the  snow 
had  ceased,  and,  with  true  fishermen's  impatience 
we  determined  to  try  for  a  trout  that  very 
afternoon.    I  left  my  friend  to  unpack,  while 
I  made  friends  with  Simeon,  who  was  to  be 
our  gillie  and  factotum  during  the  visit.  This 
gentleman    critically    inspected    my    fly -book, 
eventually  deciding  in  favour  of  the  two  smallest 
size  lake  flies  on  fine  gut,  the  one  a  claret  body  with 
silver  twist  and  a  grouse  wing,  the  other  a  small 
edition  of  the  celebrated  Zulu.    I  was  starting 
away  down  the  steep  incline  to  the  lake,  chatting  ' 
gaily  to  Simeon,  when  I  heard  a  quick  step  behind 
me,  and,  turning  round,  discovered  my  short- 
sighted friend,  who  was  too  much  of  a  sportsman 
to°be  left  behind.    "Wait  a  bit  old  chap,"  he 
shouted,  "  I  am  coming  with  you  ;  you  will  want 
somebody  to  '  spot '  a  rising  fish  for  you  "  I 
smiled  somewhat  at  this,  but  soon  found  that  m 
spite  of  his  affected  obscurity  of  vision,  he  could 
"  spot  "  a  fish  as  far  oil  as  I  could,  and  I  often  got 
hold  of  a  good  trout  by  throwing  over  a  lise  that 
he  bad  seen,  and  I  had  not.    Well,  we  soon 
reached  the  shore  of  the  lake,  and  I  started  fishing, 
but  the  cold  was  so  great  tbat  I  met  with  very 
little  success.    At  last  I  got  a  brace  of  fish,  just 
enough  for  dinner,  and  as  the  snow  had  again 
come  on  heavily,  I  reeled  up,  and  we  climbed  the 
steep  ascent  to  our  hostelry  (not  without  a  good 
deal  of  puffing  and  blowing),  and  put  on  some  dry 
garments  for  dinner.    And  here  let  me  say  a  few 
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words  about  the  Lake  Vyrwny  Hotel.  This 
is  my  second  visit,  and  I  can  say  with  all 
truth  that  it  is  the  most  delightful  place  and 
the  best  managed  I  have  ever  stayed  in.  Miss 
Davies,  the  proprietress,  cannot  do  enough 
for  the  comfort  of  her  guests,  and  the  living  is 
first-rate,  the  cooking  unexceptionable,  and  the 
waiting  and  attention  of  the  neat  and  comely 
little  handmaidens  all  that  could  be  desired. 
There  was  only  one  drawback  to  the  pleasure  of 
our  visit,  and  that  was  the  weather.  Everything 
that  the  elements  could  do  to  mar  our  joy  they 
did  do.  Snow,  hail,  rain,  and  usually  gales  of 
wind  were  our  portion,  and  fishing  on  some  days 
was  out  of  the  question.  However,  when  there 
was  a  chance  the  fish  rose  well,  and  were  a  good 
average  weight.  On  the  morning  we  left  I  creeled 
eleven  fish,  weighing  just  on  101b.,  which  is  a  good 
average  for  any  lake.  I  am  sure,  under  favour- 
able conditions,  twenty  or  thirty  trout  per  day 
could  be  easily  got,  and  gamer  little  beasties  I 
have  never  come  across  for  their  size. 

One  experience  is  worth  recording.    It  was,  for 
a  wonder,  a  dead  calm  •  not  a  ripple  was  to  be 
seen  from  one  end  of  the  lake  to  the  other.  Yet 
fish  were  rising  all  round  us.    They  would  not 
look  at  my  Claret  and  Grouse,  or  Zulu,  but  were 
feeding  on  a  tiny  Black  Midge  which  was  coming 
up  from  the  bed  of  the  lake,  leaving  a  minute 
shell  floating  on  the  surface,  reminding  me  'of  a 
miniature  rise  of  May  Fly.    I  looked  through  my 
book,  and  there  found  some  of  the  tiniest  of  Black 
Midges,  dressed  by  Hardy  Brothers,  on  the 
smallest  hooks  I  have  ever  seen.    I  selected  a 
drawn  gut  cast  of  the  finest,  and  mounted  three 
of  these  Midges.    Simeon  looked  on  in  wonder. 
I  cast  over  the  first  rising  fish  that  was  within 
reach.    A  tiny  suck,  the  line  tightened,  and  I  was 
fast  m  a  good  trout.   How  gingerly  I  played  him, 
but  alas,  after  one  or  two  violent  plunges,  the 
hold  of  the  little  hook  broke  away,  and  he  was 
gone.    Never  mind,  I  repeated  the  experiment, 
and  actually  killed  three  good  fish  with  the  little 
Midges,  until,  soon  after,  the  wind  came  again,  and 
I  changed  my  cast  for  the  old  one.  In  conclusion, 
I  can  only  say  that  if  anyone  is  lucky  enough  to 
be  able  to  spare  the  time  he  cannot  do  better 
than  get  away  into  the  lovely  Welsh  mountains. 
The  air  is  superb,  the  scenery  magnificent,  the 
fishing  good,  the  hotel  perfect,  and  the  appetite 
enormous.    All  he  or  she  requires  is  to  get  what  I 
did  on  application,  and  that  is  "  Doctor's  orders." 

Quill  Gnat. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

[Copyright.] 


RODS  ON  Al  TROUT  WATER  TO  LET. 

'  Mb.  A.  Wynne  Corrie,  of  Park  Hall,  Oswestry, 
has  a  rod,  possibly  two,  to  let,  on  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  of  some  of  the  best  water  on  the  river 
Itchen  for  coming  season  (April  15  to  Sept.  30). 
Rent,  £50.  No  Sunday  fishing.  It  is  well  worth 
the  money  asked. 


THE'  GROWTH  OF  KING  CARP. 

Referring  to  the  growth  of  king  carp  men- 
tioned in  our  last  issue,  Mr.  Ford,  of  the  Manor 
Fishery,  Caistor,  Lincolnshire,  writes  to  say  he 
well  recollects  sending  these  fish  to  Valencia  in 
Spain,  as  certain  arrangements  had  to  be  made  to 
insure  safe  delivery.  We  are  glad  the  Manor 
Fishery  is  doing  such  good  and  useful  work.  A 
total  of  about  25,000  fish  were  delivered  last  week, 
and  so  far  as  known  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
specimen.  It  may  be  interesting  to  know  how 
widely  they  were  distributed.  Two  or  three  lots 
of  yearling  trout  went  into  Kent,  and  also  to 
Burnley  in  Lancashire.  Trout  fry  went  to 
Carmarthen,  Henley-in-Arden,  Cranbrook,  &c. 
Roach  went  to  Romsey,  Spital,  Roade,  Henfield, 
and  Stockton.  King  carp  went  to  Wrotham, 
Tamworth,  Spital,  Penns,  Red  Hill,  Etchingham, 
and  Louth.  Gold  fish  went  to  Roade,  Hazlemere, 
and  Altrincham.  Eels  went  to  Henfield,  and  pike 
to  Bury. 

Prize  for  Pisciculture.— LAcademie  des 
Sciences,  Belles-Lettres  et  Arts  of  Bordeaux 
offers  a  prize  of  iiOOO  francs  (£120),  to  be  awarded 
in  1898,  for  the  best  original  work  on  rearing  and 
feeding  the  fry  of  freshwater  fish.  This  prize  is 
due  to  the  generosity  of  a  deceased  member  of  the 
Academy,  M.  Faure\— Revue  Scientifique. 


[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any_  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 
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ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND  ISLANDS. 

Lochs  of  Shetland  (continued). 
Loch  Girlsta. — A  loch  two  miles  long  by  one- 
eighth  of  a  mile  broad,  in  the  parish  of  Tingwall. 
It  is  not  often  fished,  but  occasionally  it  yields  a 
good  basket  of  trout,  from  ilb.  to  lib.  each.  It  is 
about  nine  miles  from  Lerwick.  Loch  trout 
running  up  as  high  as  51b.  have  been  caught  by 
minnow.  Char  are  sometimes  caught,  and  it  is 
believed  to  be  the  only  loch  in  Shetland  where 
they  are  to  be  got.  Sea  trout  fishing  can  be  got 
where  the  burn  runs  into  sea.  Can  be  fished  from 
the  private  hotel  quite  near.  There  is  a  boat  on 
it.    Route :  Same  as  Loch  Asta,  which  see. 

Loch  Grasswater  is  a  loch  lying  between 
Lochs  Culyerin  and  Hulmawater.  It  is  very  over- 
grown with  weeds  and  long  grass  on  the  west 
side ;  hence  its  name.  Good  baskets  can  be  got 
here,  and  the  loch  at  the  north  end  is  very  pretty, 
being  dotted  with  holms,  on  which  gulls  and  wild 
ducks  make  their  nests.  It  is  about  four  miles 
from  Walls.  Preserved.  Route:  Same  as  Loch 
Bardister. 

Loch  Grista,  in  the  parish  of  Tingwall,  about 
a  mile  north-west  of  Tingwall  Loch.  It  lies  in  a 
common  abounding  with  golden  plover  and  snipe, 
and  contains  fine  trout;  but  from  its  position, 
being  on  top  of  the  hill,  it  is  seldom  visited  by 
strangers.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Asta,  which 
see. 

Loch  Grating.— This  loch  is  hardly  worth  a 
visit  except  in  the  latter  part  of  September,  and 
October,  when  the  sea  trout  come  up  from  Gruting 
Voe.  It  is  a  shallow  loch  of  no  great  size,  and 
very  full  of  weeds  at  the  north  end.  It  is  possible 
to  wade  well  into  it.  To  reach  it  it  is  best  to  hire 
a  boat  from  Walls  to  the  head  of  Scutta  Voe,  and 
then  walk  across  the  heather  about  one  mile. 

Loch  of  Hamnavoe,  which  lies  between  Burra- 
voe  and  Ulsta  (Tell),  is  a  tidal  loch  of  no  great 
size,  but  with  high  tides  good  sea  trout  fishing  is 
got.    Route :  Steamer  to  Burravoe. 

Loch  Hulmawater. — This  is  a  pretty  loch, 
within  100yds.  of  the  high  road  from  Lerwick  and 
Scalloway  to  Walls.  It  does  not  afford  very  good 
sport,  but  fair  baskets  can  be  got  in  the  spring  and 
summer  months  sometimes.  The  loch  is  situated 
in  the  parish  of  Sandsting.  The  north  side  is  con- 
sidered to  be  the  best,  and  lodgings  can  be  had. 
On  the  north  side  is  a  small  one-story  galvanised 
iron  house,  with  two  or  three  rooms,  furnished, 
which  is  sometimes  let  in  the  summer  months  for 
fishing;  but  the  difficulty  is  to  get  provisions 
unless  a  stock  is  taken.  Route :  Same  as  Loch 
Bardister — hire  from  Walls. 

Loch  Kirkigarth.— In  the  parish  of  Walls, 
and  close  to  the  village.  A  burn  of  about  80yds. 
in  length  runs  from  this  loch  into  the  head  of  the 
Voe,  on  which  Walls  is  situated.  The  loch 
affords  very  fair  sport  at  the  end  nearest  the  Voe, 
which  is  the  deepest,  and  where  the  larger  fish  lie. 
Decent  lodgings  can  be  had  near  the  loch.  Can 
be  fished  by  visitors  at  Walls.  Route  :  Same  as 
Loch  Bardister. 

Loch  Kellister  is  about  seven  miles  from  the 
village  of  Walls,  and  can  be  fished  by  visitors 
there.  Comfortable  lodgings.  Route :  Same  as 
Loch  Bardister,  which  see. 

Loch  Lungawater  is  about  three  miles  to  the 
north  of  Walls.  The  trout  are  small  except  well 
out  into  the  loch,  and  there  is  no  boat  on  it.  It 
belongs  to  Sir  Peter  Tait,  and  can  be  fished  by 
visitors  at  Walls.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Bardister 
—hire  from  Walls,  which  see. 

Loch  Mousalies,  between  Loch  Brunatwatt 
and  Flatpunds,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  distant  from 
Walls.  Hardly  worth  a  visit.  Route  i  Same  as 
Loch  Bardister. 


Sandy  Loch  is  about  two  miles  from  Lerwick. 
There  is  no  boat  on  it,  but  it  is  open  to  the  public, 
and  good  baskets  are  sometimes  got.  Route  • 
From  Lerwick  by  South  Scalloway-road. 

Loch  Setter  is  in  the  parish  of  Fetlar,  and 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  by  half  as  much.  It  is 
fed  by  small  streams  from  the  surrounding  hilla, 
and  the  Burn  of  Feal  flows  out  of  it.  There  are 
no  restrictions  on  the  fishing  at  present,  as  the 
loch  lies  in  the  middle  of  an  undivided  common. 
There  is  no  boat.  It  contains  small  trout,  four  or 
five  to  a  lb.,  of  which  fair  baskets  may  be  made  in 
favourable  weather.  May,  June,  July,  and  August 
are  the  best  months,  and  yellow  or  blue  body, 
with  light  brown  wings,  are  good  flies.  Route  • 
Same  as  Loch  Velzie,  which  see. 

Loch  Setter.— There  is  another  loch  of  this 
name  in  the  parish  of  Bressay.  It  is  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  long  and  the  same  broad.  It  is 
now  leased  by  the  proprietor  of  the  Grand  Hotel, 
Lerwick,  who  reserves  it  for  his  visitors.  Excellent 
accommodation  can  be  had  there.  There  is  some 
fine  rock  and  coast  sceneiy.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Aberdeen ;  thence  by  steamer  to  Lerwick ;  thence 
by  boat,  one  mile. 

Sma'  Lochs  are  about  three  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  village  of  Walls,  and  can  be  fished  by 
visitors  there.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Bardister, 
which  see. 

Lochs  Spiggie  and  Brew  are  in  the  parish 
of  Dunrossness,  and  are  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
by  half  a  mile,  and  three-quarters  of  a  mile  by 
half  a  mile  respectively.    The  Burns  of  Hogarth, 
Baxter,  and  Brew  fall  into  them,  and  the  Vaadal 
flows  out  of  them.    They  are  open  to  the  public, 
and  a  boat  can  sometimes  be  got.     They  are 
seldom  fished,  but  yield  good  sport,  and  large 
trout  are  sometimes  got  with  minnow.    Trout  are 
very  dark,  but  good  baskets  may  be  made.  The 
trout  average  fib.  each,  and  June,  July,  and 
August  are  the  best  months.    The  rock  scenery  is 
magnificent,  and  the  caves,  &c,  very  interesting. 
Fitful  Head,  Sumbro  Head,  and  Jarlshoff  are 
places  of  interest  near— see  Sir  Walter  Scott's 
"Pirate."     There  is  a  little  country  inn  at 
Boddam,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  lochs,  and 
lodgings  may  also  be  had  quite  close.    Sea  trout 
are  sometimes  taken  in  "  Aith's-voe,"  Connings- 
burgh;   "Meal,"  Conningsburgh ;   and  also  at 
Chanderwick  Bay,  in  Sandwick.    The  first  two 
places  may  be  fished  from  Lerwick,  from  which 
they  are  distant  twelve  miles.    Chanderwick  is 
about  five  miles  from  Boddam,  or  seventeen  from 
Lerwick.    Small  sti-eams  flow  into  each  of  these 
bays  or  "voes."    Route:  By  rail  to  Aberdeen; 
thence  by  steamer  to  Lerwick;  thence  by  coach 
or  hire  to  Dunrossness,  twenty-two  and  a  half 
miles. 

Loch  Strand.— A  loch  in  the  parish  of  Ting- 
wall, a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  with  an  average 
breadth  of  50yds.  The  sport,  although  irregular, 
is  often  good,  especially  after  high  tides.  Sea 
trout  run  up,  and  are  killed  from  ilb.  to  121b. 
each.  The  best  times  are  the  end  of  February, 
March,  and  beginning  of  April,  September,  and 
October.  Lerwick  is  within  five  miles.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Asta,  which  see. 

Loch  Strom,  in  the  parish  of  Whiteness,  three 
miles  in  length,  contains  good  trout,  and  affords 
fair  sport.  The  tide  flows  into  it,  and  sea  trout 
have  free  access.  There  is  a  little  inn  at 
Airvhouse,  some  three  miles  distant.  Visitors 
there  have  permission  to  fish  Weisdale  Burn, 
where,  after  a  spate,  some  good  trout  are  got. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Asta  to  Lerwick ;  thence 
fourteen  miles. 

Loch  Tingwall  is  connected  with  Loch  Asta, 
and  is  one  and  a  quarter  miles  long  by  one-third 
of  a  mile  broad.  It  yields  fair  sport,  the  trout, 
which  are  very  lively,  averaging  about  Alb.  About 
three  dozen  trout  is  not  an  uncommon  basket. 
Best  season  from  May  to  September.  Hotel 
accommodation  at  Lerwick,  five  miles  off,  and  at 
Scalloway,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  distant. 
Among  plaoes  of  interest  is  Scalloway,  with  its 
old  castle,  &c.  Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Asta,  which 


Loch  Turdalewater.— A  small  loch  about 
300yds.  to  the  east  of  Hulmawater;  gives  only 
poor  sport.  It  is  fairly  shallow,  and  it  is  possible 
to  wade  some  distance  out.  Route:  Same  as 
Loch  Bardister — hire  from  Walls. 

Vadals  of  Unifirth  afford  good  sport  for 
sea  trout  during  July,  August,  and  September. 
Large  numbeis  cm  be  got  with  fly,  and  the  fish 
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run  up  to  51b.  in  weight.  This  is  one  of  the  best 
places  in  the  island,  the  fish  rising  with  wonderful 
readiness  to  the  fly  in  salt  water.  It  is  about  five 
miles  from  Walls.  Preserved. 

Loch  Vatster,  in  the  parish  of  Tmgwall,  con- 
tains small  brown  trout,  and  occasionally  sea  trout 
from  Chalderness  Voe.  It  belongs  to  Sir  Peter 
Tait  and  Mr.  Harry  Cheyne,  W.S.  The  fishing 
has  hitherto  been  open  to  the  public.  Route: 
Same  as  Loch  Asta,  which  see. 

Loch  Voxterbee  is  three  miles  from  the 
village  of  Walls,  and  can  be  fished  by  visitors 
there.     Route:  Same  as  Loch  Bardister,  which 
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(To  be  continued.) 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

("These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Roxburghshire. 
Hawick  is  a  manufacturing  town  about  fifty 
miles  from  Edinburgh,  and  the  same  distance 
from  Carlisle.  It  has  a  population  of  19,204,  and 
is  nicely  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the  Slitrig 
and  the  Teviot.  The  latter  river  divides  the 
town,  and  there  are  three  stone  bridges  over  it. 
Visitors  can  fish  the  Backwater,  the  Craikhope, 
the  Hislop  Burn,  the  Teviot,  the  Borthwick,  Loch 
Hellmoor  (sometimes). 

Jedburgh  is  a  pretty  little  town  nicely  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jed,  and  in  a  very  in- 
teresting part  of  the  country.  The  ruined  abbey 
is  a  building  of  very  great  architectural  beauty, 
and  attracts  many  visitors.  Jedburgh  is  a  station 
on  the  North  British  Railway,  and  has  a  popu- 
lation of  3397.  Visitors  can  fish  the  Carter  Burn, 
the  Jed,  the  Kale,  the  Oxnam,  the  Rule,  the 
Teviot. 

Kelso  is  a  very  nice  small  town  beautifully 
situated  on  the  river  Tweed,  which  is  here  spanned 
by  a  handsome  bridge,  from  which  lovely  views 
are  obtained  looking  either  up  the  river  or  down. 
A  little  way  above  the  town  the  Tweed  receives 
the  Teviot,  a  good  salmon  and  trout  river.  Both 
it  and  the  Tweed  can  be  fished  for  trout  for 
several  miles  on  both  sides,  and  good  sport  is  got. 
Visitors  can,  besides,  fish  the  Blackadder,  the 
Whitadder,  the  Leader,  the  Eden ;  while  the  Till, 
the  Bowmont,  the  Kale,  and  the  Jed  are  all  within 
reasonable  distance. 

(To  he  continued.) 


OPEN  POACHING. 


I  have  been  asked  to  supplement  my  remarks 
upon  poaching  in  North  Wales,  published  in  your 
issue  of  Dec.  12  last,  by  an  article  on  the  river 
to  which  I  then  made  casual  reference. 

A  reference  to  a  river  in  North  Wales  in  which 
ten-pound  trout  exist,  and  in  which  four-pounders 
are  not  uncommon,  may  well  have  raised  the 
eyebrows  of  many  a  fisherman,  and  more  especially 
of  those  who  have  some  knowledge  of  the  usual 
quality  of  Welsh  fishing ;  and  if  it  has  inspired 
any  brother  angler  with  the  hopes  of  "  a  find," 
and  the  promise  of  good  sport,  I  am  afraid  he 
will  find  these  lines  somewhat  of  a  damper,  for,  as 
I  mentioned  in  my  previous  article,  though  the 
trout  are  there,  they  need  catching  ! 

Well,  the  river  is  the  Glaslyn,  and  any  guide- 
book will  tell  you  that  it  rises  in  Llyn  Glaslyn, 
high  up  on  Snowdon,  runs  through  Llyn  Gwynant 
and  Llyn  Dinas,  past  Beddgelart,  where  the 
Colwyn  joins  it,  and  thence  through  the  Pass  of 
Aberglaslyn  into  Cardigan  Bay,  at  Portmadoc. 

Now,  as  these  lines  will  not  discuss  fishing  for 
salmon,  sewin,  or  white  trout  (whatever  they  may 
be),  but  only  for  the  ordinary  brown  trout,  I 
shall  only  deal  with  that  part  of  the  river  in  which 
decent  trout  are  to  be  had,  viz.,  the  stretch  between 
Aberglaslyn  Pass  and  Portmadoc — a  distance  as 
the  crow  flies  of  six  miles,  or,  following  the  river, 
probably  eight  miles. 

It  is  true  there  are  decent  trout  sometimes 
to  be  had  in  Llyn  Gwynant  (the  best  I  have  seen 
taken  was  2|lb),  but  this  hardly  comes  within  the 
scope  of  the  present  article. 

The  whole  of  the  river  within  the  above-named 
limits  runs  through  a  dead  level  valley,  and  I  may 
here  mention  that,  to  my  mind,  it  is  the  most 
beautiful  valley  in  all  Wales.  Formerly,  this 
valley  was  the  bed  of  the  sea,  or  rather,  a  tide- 


covered  estuary,  the  Welsh  name  for  it  being 
Traeth  Mawr;  but  for  nearly  a  hundred  years 
now  it  has  been  reclaimed  by  means  of  embank- 
ments, and  the  river  now  flows  through  automatic- 
ally-working flood-gates  into  the  sea. 

Starting  from  Portmadoc,  which  can  be 
reached  by  L.  and  N.W.  or  G.W.R.,  and  then 
over  the  Cambrian  Ry.,  the  river  for  the  first  mile 
or  more  runs  through  sandy  channels,  and  thence 
up  to  Aberglaslyn,  through  rough  pasture  land, 
with,  in  some  few  places,  rushes  and  trees  upon 
the  banks.  Almost  the  whole  river  bed  is  pure 
sand,  large  deep  holes,  alternating  with  long 
shallows,  the  latter  in  the  upper  reaches  becoming 
somewhat  weedy  in  the  summer.  The  width 
varies  from  15yds.  to  60yds.,  and  throughout  the 
whole  stretch,  of  which  I  write,  the  water  is 
perfectly  still  and  exceptionally  clear. 

These  facts  will  at  once  inform  a  fisherman  that 
he  must,  before  everything,  have  wind,  west  or 
south-west  for  preference,  though,  on  a  warm  day 
with  an  easterly  wind,  I  have  had  fail-  sport,  using 
a  small  Wickham.  The  angler  must  also  wade,  for 
there  is  no  shelter,  and  he  must,  worse  luck,  use  a 
long  rod,  say  14ft.,  for  there  is  a  lot  of  water  to 
cover,  and  it  is  here  and  there  necessary  for  him  to 
lift  his  line  over  bushes  when  casting.  I  said  worse 
luck,  because  there  is  nothing  more  unsatisfactory 
than  taking  small  fish  on  a  big  rod,  and  I  may  as 
well  now  say  that  the  bulk  of  the  trout  one 
catches  are  small,  and  that  a  good  basket  is  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule.  Even  a  good 
basket  on  this  river  is  nothing  to  boast  about,  but 
knowing  how  shy  and  difficult  the  fish  are,  I  should 
myself  be  well  satisfied  with  a  dozen  or  a  dozen 
and  a  half  fish,  weighing  71b.  to  121b.  These 
figures  are  no  guide  to  the  average  weight,  for  in 
such  a  basket  you  might  have  three  or  four  fish 
well  over  lib.,  and  possibly  one  of  31b.  or  41b. 

How  large  the  fish  grow  in  this  river  it  is  very 
difficult  to  say,  for  the  really  large  ones  are  very 
seldom  caught.  Rumour  says  the  heaviest  fish 
was  a  trifle  over  121b.,  but  this  I  have  not  been 
able  to  verify,  as  no  records  have  been  kept ;  I, 
however,  know  of  a  fish  which  was  taken  a  year 
or  two  back  which  scaled  9£lb.  This  fish  was 
taken  on  a  fly  near  the  flood  gates  m  almost 
brackish  water.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most  of  the 
good  fish  have  been  taken  near  the  mouth  of  the 
river.  The  theory  is  that  they  come  down  to  feed 
on  the  dabs,  which  get  into  the  river  before  the 
rising  tide  quite  closes  the  flood  gates ;  anyhow, 
it  is  a  fact  that  a  dab  is  the  best  bait  for  them, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  this  bait  used  m  the 
evening,  bottom  fishing,  or  rather  in  the  form  of 
a  night  line,  has  accounted  for  a  large  number  of 
good  fish.  However,  as  they  will  not  often  look  at; 
a  fly,  the  method  is  not  so  greatly  to  be  regretted. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  make  any 
minute  inquiries  as  to  the  record  fish  taken  from 
these  waters  |  indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to  do 
so,  many  of  the  best  fishermen  being  summer 
visitors,  but  some  of  the  local  anglers  have  given 
me  particulars  of  their  catches,  and  I  have  before 
me  a  very  good  list  of  fish  taken  during  the  past 
four  years,  the  weights  varying  from  31b.  to  51b., 
and  of  these  I  may  safely  say  two-thirds  have 
been  taken  with  a  dead  bait. 

These  remarks  are,  however,  written  for  those 
who,  like  myself,  reckon  anything  but  fly  fishing 
near  akin  to  poaching,  and,  this  being  so,  I  shall 
be  expected  to  say  something  about  the  flies  most 
in  favour.  Here,  however,  I  find  myself  m  a 
dilemma.  I  have  fished  this  river  for  four  seasons 
and,  I  think,  I  know  less  about  it  now  than  I  did 
in  my  first  season.  For  one  year  the  fish  seem 
sweet  upon  some  particular  fly,  and  the  next  year 
will  not  look  at  it,  but  require  a  fresh  temptation ; 
and,  moreover,  I  find  that  none  of  my  fishermen 
friends  have  any  common  fancy. 

I  always  place  the  Mackerel  first  as  being  the 
best  all  round  fly  in  North  Wales  waters.  Then  the 
March  Brown  and  Blue  Dun,  both  large,  also  the 
Downhead.are  considered  good,  though  personally 
I  have  had  little  success  with  them.  Wickham  s 
fancy  I  always  swear  by  when  the  sun  is 
bright ;  and  then,  too,  the  Black  Palmer  is  useful, 
whilst  for  flood  water  a  large  Red  Palmer  should 
be  tried.  The  Cowdung  and  Peahen  are  always 
worth  a  trial,  especially  the  former,  and,  of  course, 
the  Coch-y-bondhu  is  never  to  be  despised.  There 
is  another  fly  I  must  refer  to,  a  good  one  both  for 
trout  and  sewin,  the  Dr.  Norman,  named  after 
a  sometime  well-known  fisherman  here.  I  believe 
the  correct  dressing  is  ;  Body  half  crimson,  halt 


black,  with  a  silver  twist,  black  hackle  teal  wings, 
golden  pheasant  tail.  The  flies  generally  used  on 
this  river  are  rather  large-say  on  No.  5  or  No.  0 
sneckbend  hooks.  .   ,,      ,    ,  , 

The  best  month  of  the  season  is  May,  but  both 

April  and  June  are  fairly  good. 

The  season  ticket  is  one  guinea,  with  propor- 
tionate charges  for  the  day,  week,  and  month. 

And  now  I  think  I  have  said  all  that  is  neces- 
sary, except,  perhaps,  that  spinning  and  live 
baiting  have  never  yet  been  given  a  decent  trial 
on  this  water,  and  I  will  conclude  with  the  sincere 
wish  that  these  lines  may  induce  some  expert 
angler  to  come  and  show  us  locals  how  to  catch 
these  heavy  fish,  without  resorting  to  unsports- 
manlike methods.  Pysuotwr. 


DEATH  OF  MR.  CLARENCE  E.  FRY. 

We  were  very  sorry  to  get  the  following  note 
from  Mr.  Clare  Fry,  the  son  of  our  old  corre- 
spondent, Mr.  Clarence  E.  Fry,  late  of  Watford  : 

"It  is  my  sad  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  death 
of  my  beloved  father,  Clarence  Edmund  iry, 
which  took  place  last  Saturday  afternoon,  quite 
suddenly,  while  playing  golf." 

Mr  C  E.  Fry,  who  was  formerly  a  partner  m 
Elliot  and  Fry,  the  well  known  photographers, 
was  a  very  keen  angler  and  a  most  charming  man. 
A  wide  circle  of  friends  will  lament  his  untimely 
death.  . 

PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASH  IN 
PISCICULTURE. 


Mr  Hugtjes  Oltramare,  of  Geneva,  publishes 
in  "  Etangs  et  Rivieres  "  of  March  1  an  interesting 
article  on  the  employment  of  permanganate  of 
potash   for    disinfecting   and  purifying  water 
employed  in  pisciculture.    It  frequently  happens 
that  water  containing  fish  or  eggs  m  course  of 
development  becomes  corrupted  owing  to  _  the 
death  of  some,  or  to  the  decomposition  of  animal 
food.    It  quickly  acquires  a  fetid  odour,  and  fash 
and  eggs  are  all  destroyed.     Permanganate  ot 
potash  which  is  an  excellent  destroyer  or  con- 
sumer of  organic  substances  killing  the  germs  of 
water  (hence  its  utility  for  making  water  potable), 
can  be  added  to  water  without  disturbing  fash 
This,  at  least,  is  the  result  of  the  observations  and 
experiments  of  Mr.  Oltramare.    A  pond  had  been 
poisoned  by  some  pounds  of  putrid  flesh,  and  a 
number  of  fish  died.     To  prevent  a  genera 
mortality-it  was  a  question  of  1700  rainbow 
trout— Mr.  Oltramare  threw  about  a  couple  ot 
pounds  of  permanganate  right  and  ^  parti- 
cularly in  the  stream  feeding  the  pond.    Next  day 
the  pestiferous  water  had  no  odour,  and  only  200 
fish  were  attacked.    At  the  Geneva  Exhibition 
last  year  permanganate  was  also  employed  to 
clean  the  aquariums,  and  it  saved  many  salmontdte 
attacked  by  saprolegniea.     These  experiments 
are  encouraging,  and  we  think  there  is  reason  to 
continue  them,  and  in  particular  ascertain  in 
what    quantity    permanganate    would  become 
iniurious  to  fish  remaining  in  the  water  tor  a 
given  length  of  time.— Revue  8eienhMue- 


A  THAMES  FISHERY  IN  THE 
«  SEVENTIES." 


Twenty  years  and  more  ago  I  made  fluent 
visits  with  my  old  chums,  T.  W.  R  and  Wni.  B 
to  Moulsford-on-Thames,  where,  at  that  time,  fane 
pike  and  perch  fishing  was  to  be  had.  We 
Sways  stayed  at  that  quaint,  but  pleasant  luver- 
ffinn  the  Beetle  and  Wedge  where ^ough 
the  accommodation  was  restricted  to  thiee  bed- 
rooms for  visitors  and  a  parlour  yet  the  comfoits 
of  cleanliness  and  good  food,  with  civ 
tion,  and  moderate  charges,  placed  it  m  maiked 
contrast  with  some  of  the  more  pretenti eu 
Thames-side  inns  of  the  present  day.    It  was 
kept  by  Zacharius  Swadling  and  his  wife  an 
Sest  couple  who  vied  with  each  other  m  making 
angers   happy  when   staying  there      I  have 
Xeady  said  our  visits  were  frequent  ^winter 
we  always  took  our  guns  and  shot  snipe,  also 
moorhens,  which  were  plentiful,  and  an  occasional 
wud  duck-the  latter  bred  there  in  the  sedges- 
Tnd  in  the  autumn  we  shot  the  young  flappers. 
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Our  puntsman,  George  Coxe,  was,  in  more 
respects  than  one,  an  Oddfellow,  and  a  member  of 
a  lodge  of  Antediluvian  Buffaloes,  or  of  Ancient 
Foresters,  I  forget  exactly  which.  He  also  was 
the  village  postman,  and  trudged  twelve  miles 
daily,  except  Sundays,  delivering  letters,  for  the 
munificent  wage  of  16s.  a  week;  but  when 
attendant  on  anglers,  his  wife  did  the  work  of  the 
Moulsford  branch  of  her  Majesty's  Post-office 
and  delivered  the  letters.  Coxe  may  be  said  to 
have  "  died  in  harness,"  for  the  good  old  fellow 
one  inclement  winter's  day,  failed  to  complete  his 
round  of  twelve  miles  toiling  through  the  deep 
snow— he  was  found  dying,  or  dead,  on  the  road. 

-i  i    •'  and  1         a  strong  oak  fishing  punt 
built  for  him,  which  I  believe  is  still  serviceable 
and  m  use,  and  many  a  fine  pike  and  perch  have 
we  placed  in  the  well  of  that  old  craft  The 
cause  of  our  building  it  was  this :   Once  when 
fishing  in  a  former  punt  we  had  six  pike  in  its 
well,  the  gratings  of  which  were  loose  and  fell 
out    Look  !  exclaimed  T.  W.  R.,  "  a  pike  has 
just  swum  under  the  punt ;  there  goes  another 
and  now  two  more.    Why,  Alf,  old  fellow  we 
are  among  a  perfect  swarm  of  pike."    The  fish 
had  swam  through  the    broken  grating  and 
escaped.    The  water  about  Moulsford  is  said  to 
be  deeper  than  that  of  any  reach  between  Oxford 
and  Windsor— anyway,  it  could  have  floated  a 
seventy-four  gun  frigate,  especially  at  Runsford 
JJeeps,  which,  with  the  backwater  there  and  all 
the  way  hence,  past  the  Leather  Bottle  Inn  at 
bpring  to  Cleeve  Lock,  was,  and  is,  a  splendid 
length  for  pike,  but  a  punt  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  fish  the  best  places  properly. 
•  11,^  "deePs"  about  here  that  I  had, 

imt  T        a  d°zen  pike  ranging  from  191b.  to 
101b.,  besides  many  more  of  smaller  size.    At  the 
mouth  of  a  wide  ditch,  or  inlet,  on  the  north-east 
side    of    Moulsford    Churchyard,  was  another 
capital    bit    of    pike  water,    and,    from  the 
reports  of  angling  friends,  still  maintains  its 
old  reputation;  also  among  some  islands  just 
above    the    Great    Western    Railway  bridge, 
was  a  sure  place  for  perch  and  chub,  whei-e 
it  it  was  carefully  and  quietly  fished,  fine  ones 
could  usually  be  captured.    Also  Cleeve  Weir  pool 
was  another  water  well  worth  spending  an  hour 
at,  for  it  held  good  fish.    Between  Cleeve  and 
goring  the  back-stream  from  a  mill  runs  into  the 
lhames,  the  water  is  deep  close  up  to  the  sedges, 
and  there  one  afternoon  while  my  two  companions 
had  gone  up  the  meadows  after  snipe,  I  caught 
five  pike  from  12^1b.  to  71b.    All  these  places  I 
have  mentioned  are,  I  believe,  but  little  fished  in 
the  winter  months,  well  worth  a  visit,  and  can 
be  easily  reached  from  Moulsford  or  Goring,  where 
a  punt  and  attendant  may  be  obtained.    On  one 
occasion,  when  fishing  Runsford  Deeps,  two  old 
swans  attended  by  a  fleet  of  young  ones  in  their 
second  years'  white  plumage  swam  up  to  within 
about  thirty  yards  of  us,  and  began  to  gobble  at 
our  pike   floats,  much  disturbing   the  water 
Hang  em,"  said  Coxe,"  I  wish  some  one  would 
shoot  em      In  the  punt  was  my  double  12-bore, 
loaded  with  No.  G  shot,  and  I  fired  at  one,  which 
turned  on  its  back,  waggled  its  feet  in  the  air,  then 
stretched  out  its  neck,  gave  a  flop  with  its  wings 
and  expired  the  others  flew  away  down  stream  I 
picked  up  that  swan,  took  it  home,  and  tried  how 
it  would  taste  roasted ;  but  being  somewhat  tough 
we  stewed  and  curried  it,  in  which  form  it  proved 
excellent  eating. 

Just  below  Cleeve  are  islands  covered  with  fine 
growths- of  tall  trees-a  favourite  resort  at 
evenings  of  wood  pigeons— and  here,  while  quietly 
sitting  in  the  punt  as  "twilight  grey"  began  to 
creep  on  apace,  I  got  many  a  shot  and  made  many 
a  kill.  Wood  pigeons,  with  rump  steaks  and 
kidneys  make  an  excellent  pie  for  anglers  or 
other  "  honest  men." 

The  Weir  pool  at  Streatley  held  very  large 
chub-five  and  six-pounders— grey- backed  old 
veterans  that  knew  all  the  local  anglers  by  sight 
who  fished  for  them.  These  big  fish  would  lazily 
float  near  the  surface  sunning  themselves",  but 
the  moment  you  put  a  fly,  however  artistically, 
over^ them,  down  they  would  sink  into  the  depths 
A  little  frog  deftly  floated  over  the  pool  might 
have  mveigled  these  big  fish,  but  I  was  innocfnt 
as  to  young  frogs  at  Streatley,  because  in  the  hot 
autumn  none  were  to  be  got;  it  was  in  the  wet 
meadows  of  the  Loddon  that  my  dear  old  friend, 
M.L .Rolfe  (now  enjoying  a  better  life),  and  I 
used  to  have  such  fine  sport  chubbing  with  little 
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frogs.  In  the  back  stream  from  Streatley  Mill, 
under  the  trees  on  the  island,  were  many  good 
chub  swims  that  yielded  fine  fish  to  those  anglers 
who  knew  how  to  "negotiate"  them,  and  I  under- 
stand good  sport  is  yet  to  be  had  there;  but  a 
punt  is  necessary  to  command  the  water,  which 
must  approach  very  quietly  and  be  drifted  down 
slowly,  and  without  any  disturbance  of  the  swims 
By  adopting  these  methods  some  large  chub  may 
be  secured.  Just  below,  under  the  right-hand 
bank,  is  the  "Parson's  Pool,"  which  was  a  good 
winter  haunt  for  jack  up  to  41b.  or  51b.  •  but  as  a 
r+  «  t?i°  g  0neS  were  thereabouts.  Lower  down, 
at  "  The  Grotto,"  larger  pike  were  to  be  caught' 
and  on  past  Basildon  until  Harts  Woods  were 
reached,  which  waters  were  an  angler's  paradise 
tor  pike  and  perch,  of  which  I  will  impart  more  in 
my  next  article,  Alfred  Jardine. 

(To  be  continued.) 


[April  17,  1897 


A  FEW  "FISHY "  INCIDENTS. 


By  W.  Gaskell. 
In  the  interim  of  the  close  season  things  a0 
slow  with  the  coarse  fish  angler.  A  little  interest 
may  attend  the  time  spent  in  revamishino  rods 
repairing  tackle,  and  the  laying  in  of  freshttores,' 
but  his  chief  evening  pastime  seems  to  centre 
round  his  club-room— where,  in  "good  company," 
he  lights  his  season's  battles  o'er  again,  or  dis- 
cusses the  latest  gossip  anent  his  neighbouring 
society  Now,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it 
might  help  to  break  the  "dull  monotony"  if 
occasionally  some  of  your  experienced  writers 
and  noble  anglers  would  give  your  readers  a  few 
interesting  anecdotes  of  the  strange  things  con- 
nected with  fish  and  fishing  which  may  have  come 
under  their  notice  in  their  ups  and  downs  in 
sport,  so,  with  the  hope  that  others  may  follow 
with  your  kind  permission  I  will  lead  the  way 

Though  getting  on  in  the  old  and  seared  leaf 
I  cannot  recollect  the  time  when  the  love  of  the 
gentle  art  first  possessed  me.    It  was  certainly  in 
the  first  decade.    My  boyhood  was  spent  under 
conditions  especially  favourable  for  early  acquaint- 
ance with  both  rod  and  gun.    My  father's  farm  was 
situated  on  the  Derbyshire  side  of  the  Cheshire 
plain,  and  was  well  stocked  with  game.   The  land 
held  one  fish  pond,  and  a  brook  meandered  through 
wood  and  mead.    The  former  was  well  stocked 
with     perch     and    the     latter    with  trout 
Both    were    strictly    preserved.     It  was  only 
when    we    had    a    visitor    staying    with  us 
uhat  the  "speckled  ones"  were  disturbed,  and 
that  meant   a    dish   of    trout   for  breakfast. 
The  pond  was  oftener  fished,  as  permits  were 
seldom  withheld  from  worthy  applicants.  I  often 
used  to  think  I  should  not  have  had  nearly  so 
many  mates  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  fish  pond. 
Our  rods  and  tackle  were  very  primitive,  but  we 
got  plenty  of  sport.    I  remember  giving  a  day  to 
a  London  boy  who  was  visiting  at  a  neighbouring 
tarm.    It  was  a  lovely  morning,  but  we  were  late 
m  getting  to  the  pond,  because  he  would  talk 
Nature  had  donned  its  very  best  that  day,  and  he 
being  new  to   the    country,    was  persistently 
asking  questions.    However,  I  fitted  up  his  rod 
and  tackle,  and  gave  him  one  of  the  little  plat- 
forms father  had  put  up  to  fish  from,  threw  in  his 
line,  laid  down  his  rod  with  the  caution  to  handle 
the  fash  gently,  as  they  were  large.    I  then  began 
to  prepare  my  own  rod  for  action.    While  doing 
so  my  friend  stooped,  gathered  up  his  rod,  and 
struck  with  all  his  might— I  presume  he  must 
have  also  shut  his  eyes,  as,  holding  up  his  rod  at 
arm  s  length,  and  seeing  nothing  attached,  he 
exclaimed,  "Well,  that's  a  go,  I  was  certain  I 
had  a  bite !      To  me  the  scene  was  so  ludicrous 
that    I   fairly    roared,   rolled    on    the  grass, 
did  a  series  of  Indian  yells— "And  all  the  way 
Irom  London— oh,  dear ! "    The  youth  did  not  see 
the  joke,  and  naturally  demanded  the  cause  of  my 
mirth.    When  I  could  stand  I  managed  a  con- 
stitutional of  about  40yds.  up  the  field  behind 
his  stage,  and  returned  with  a  fine  ilb.  perch 
straggling  at  the  end  of  some  2ft.  of  broken 
tackle.    It  was  then  my  guest's  turn.    That  fish 
has  been  dead  this  many  a  year,  but  the  incident 
still  lives  in  the  memory  of  Mr.  H.,  now  a  noted 
.London  citizen. 

Just  another  reminiscence  of  those  very  happy 
boyhood  days.  One  morning  I  could  not  touch 
my  breakfast,  and  this  was  how  it  came  about. 
Mrs,  S         was  staying  with  us  on  a  visit.  My 


father  said  one  night,  "  Will,  lad,  I  want  you  to 
get  a  dish  of  trout  for  breakfast."  "  All  right, 
father ;  good  night."  Next  morning  I  was  late 
down,  and  there  was  no  time  to  "  tackle  up,"  as 
breakfast  was  always  at  7.30.  Running  down  the 
meadow  to  the  stream,  with  bare  arms  and  feet,  I 
was  soon  busy.  I  knew  every  hole  and  every 
stone  in  that  brook,  and  just  as  I  was  about  com- 
pleting my  usual  three  brace,  lying  on  my 
stomach  on  a  very  large  boulder,  "  Oh !  here's  a 
beauty  thinks  I.  Gently  does  it.  Ah  !  I  have  him," 
and  out  he  comes ;  but  "  bah !  what  a  turn  over  for 
me."  I  fancy  I  can  see  him  now  on  his  back  on 
the  grass,  and  his  four  feet  and  tail  are  going  it, 
and  his  sickly  yellow,  spotted  stomach  glistening 
in  the  morning  sun— a  great  fat,  repulsive  looking 
water  newt.  Mother  asked  me  why  I  could  not 
touch  my  breakfast,  and  I  said,  "  Newt,  mother ! " 

For  many  years  after  coming  to  Nottingham 
football  and  cricket  replaced  fishing  and  shoot- 
ing, but  I  am  now  too  old  to  woo  their  favours, 
and  have  gone  back  to  my  first  loves,  and 
find  them  ever  new.    While  my  family  were  little 
I  invariably  spent  my  long  summer  holidays  on 
the  Lincoln  coast,  whenever  possible  renting  a 
furnished  house,  and  taking  our  own  domestic. 
For  several  years  I  located  at  Ingoldmels,  a  village 
some  three  miles  north  of  Skegness.    The  farm- 
house I  occupied  was  partly  built  on  the  old  sea 
bank,  and  many  a  happy  holiday  have  I  spent 
there.    In  those  days  landlords  and  farmers  were 
not  so  particular  as  they  are  now  with  respect  to 
visitors  using  a  gun  on  the  sea  banks  and  adjoin- 
ing marshes,  so  that  I  never  went  without  my 
gun  and  a  good  supply  of  cartridges,  and  scarcely 
a  fay  ever  passed  (except  Sunday)  without  some 
addition  being  made  to  the  larder— hares,  rabbits, 
snipe,  and  wildfowl  of  great  variety.  Thereby 
hangs  my  tale.    On  one  occasion  a  friend  came 
up  from  Skegness  to  pass  the  day  with  me,  and 
brought  his  gun.    A  little  to  the  north,  say,  half 
a  mile,  of  my  claim,  a  large  Lincolnshire  drain 
emptied  itself  into  the  sea,  and  just  beyond  that 
-  a  marsh  of  some  fifty  acres— a  splendid 


harbour  for  snipe.    So  just  before  lunch  time  we 
shouldered  our  guns  and  strolled  up  the  shore  till 
opposite  the  snipe  ground.    We  then  separated, 
and  ere  long  up  rose  a  brace  of  whimbril  (a 
species  of  curlew).    A  right  and  a  left  accounted 
for  both  of  them;  one  dropped  on  the  shore, 
the  other  a  little  way   in  the   water.  While 
waiting  for  the  incoming  tide  to  bring  in  the 
latter,  my  friend,  Mr.  L.,  came  up  to  see  the 
bag,  and  joined  me  in  the  wait.  Standing 
some  yards  from  the  water's  edge,  to  be  clear' 
of  the  spray,  suddenly  right  opposite  us  a  porpoise 
popped  up,  and  then  disappeared  from  where  I 
stood.     I  remarked  to  my  friend  that  should 
he  again  attempt  a  view  of  us  he  would  get  a  taste 
of  No.   6,  and  lower  the  price  of  boot  laces. 
No  sooner  said  than*  done.     A  sudden  swirl 
in  the   water  was  all  the  apparent  damage. 
On  recovering  the  second  bird,  we  adjourned  to 
the  mid-day  meal.    In  the  afternoon,  by  arrange- 
ment, a  boat  came  up  from  Skegness,  and  we  all 
went  for  a  sail  till  tea  time ;  and  a  jolly  sail  it 
was,  weather  and  breeze  delightful.'     On  our 
return,  when  near  the  shore,  we  noticed  a  party  of 
friends  who  were  to  join  us  at  tea  just  passing  the 
scene  of  our  morning  porpoise  exploit.    The  tide 
being  now  out,  their  little  terrier  dog  scampering 
about  suddenly  set  up  a  furious  barking  at  some- 
thing he  had  found.    Mr.  B.,  his  owner,  was  soon 
attracted  to  the  spot,  when  he  in  his  turn  seemed 
to  become  possessed;  he  threw  his  arms  about, 
gesticulated,  shouted,  but  we  were  too  far  off  to 
understand  him.    Presently  his  son  joined  him, 
and  between  them  they  mounted  something  large,' 
white,  and  shiny,  and  bore  it  in  procession  towards 
the  incoming  boat.   We  soon  landed,  and  what  do 
you  think  the  monster  was  P    Why  !  a  porpoise ! 
No !    Something  better.    A  lovely  141b.  salmon! 
Oh!  such  a  beauty,  and  in  the  primest  of  condition. 
The  boatman  gave  it  as  his  theory  that  the 
porpoise  was  chasing  the  salmon,  and  that  in 
dodging  its  tormentor  it  had  broken  the  water  at 
the  time  I  shot  (will  experts  take  note?).  Well, 
the  least  I  could  do  was  to  divide.    Mr.  B.  taking 
the  tail  half,  and  I  the  "pellitted"  head  and 
shoulders. 

My  wife  told  her  excellent  maid  Susan  to  place 
the  fish  on  the  larder  floor  under  the  benches,  and 
we  adjourned  to  tea.    That  meal  over,  a  move 
was  made  to  the  "  Shelter  "  on  the  bank  for  a 
moke  and  a  chat,  and  in  the  shades  of  evening 


our  visitors  wended  their  homeward  way,  and  we 
went  indoors  for  the  night.  In  preparing  the 
evening  meal  Susan  had  again  to  visit  the  larder 
for  supplies,  but  had  no  sooner  opened  the 
door  than  she  rushed  out  screaming  that  "the 
larder  was  on  fire  ! "  There  was  a  general  rush  of 
the  youngsters  to  the  pump  with  their  sand 
buckets,  but  when  the  juvenile  fire-brigade  arrived 
at  the  scene  of  action  their  sedate  parent  allayed 
their  fears  by  explaining  that  the  "  lumination '  so 
emitted  by  the  fish  was  called  "  phosphorescence, 
and  such  a  splendid  example  of  it  as  they  then 
saw  was  rare  (it  gave  time  by  my  watch  easily). 
Was  it  not  a  healthy  fish?  but  this  impromptu 
joke  of  Susan's  was  not  halt  so  hot  as  the  one  she 
perpetrated  a  few  days  afterwards,  when  m 
making  a  bread-and-butter  pudding  for  the 
childrens'  supper  she  put  in  Cayenne  pepper  for 
nutmeg. 

(To  he  continued.) 


Familiar  Wild  Flowers.— Messrs.  Cassell 
said  to  us  i  "  If  you  care  for  wild  flowers,  we  will 
send  you  our  new,  popular  edition,  in  twenty-one 
weekly  parts,  at  6d.  each,  1  to  5  now  ready,  of 
'Familiar  Wild  Flowers.'"  "If  you  care  tor 
wild  flowers?"  Why,  as  we  replied  to  Messrs. 
Cassell,  you  cannot  be  an  angler  and  not  care  for 
wild  flowers.  There  will  be  200  coloured  plates 
in  this  charming  and  very  cheap  work,  all  from 
designs  by  F.  E.  Hulme,  F.L.S.,  F.S.A. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

iiig*  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  I  .have 
frecmently  been  asked,  on  my  personal  visits  amongst  the 
subscribers  to  the  T.A.P.S.,as  to  whether  it  is  any  use 
trying  the  fly  amongst  the  Thames  trout   but  m  my 
excellence  I  have  never  been  sanguine  on  that  point,  as 
the  instances  have  been  very  few  and  far  between  of  any 
such  results.    It  appears,  however,  that  one  ot  ojlb  has 
te°n  caught  this  last  week  in  fly  fishing  at  Laleham, 
Diloted  by  that  steady  fisherman  and  assistant  river  keeper 
Alfred  Harris.    As  far  as  my  recollection  serves  me  in  my 
long  services  on  the  river,  I  can  bring  to  mind  the  capture 
of  one  of  101b.,  at  Sunbury,  by  one  of  the  students  at  the 
college  there,  and  one  or  two  other  instances  without 
indicating  the  exact  portion  of  the  river      The  weather 
so  far  this  season  has  not  been  very  hopeful  for  the  t  out 
fishers,  but  the  river  has  given  strong  evidence  ot  there 
being  plenty  of  small  fish  of  about  21b.  each,  affording 
satisfaction  the  stock  is  not  diminishing.    Major  Arthur 
Terry    at  Shepperton,  had  caught  two  trout,  one  ot 
21b   and  another  of  341b.,  which,  like  a  thorough  sports- 
man, he  put  back  again.    The  report  came  too  late  tor 
Dubhcation,  and  there  are  other  instances  at  Staines  and 
Teddington.    The  splendid  lot  of  Itchen  trout  that  were 
turned  into  the  river  over  a  year  ago  as  a  gift  through  our 
good  friend  and  vice-president  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  from  Mr 
Valentine  Corrie  and  his  brother,  of  Winchester,  should 
soon  be  in  evidence  to  the  anglers  and  fly  fishers,  as  I  remem- 
ber there  were  some  very  fine  specimens  amongst  them, 
anl  those  turned  in  at  the  Chertsey  Weir,  m  the  prese  nee 
of  Mrs  C  H.  Wheeley  and  others,  were  some  ot  the  best 
examples  of  the  species.    I  am  writing  this  on  Tuesday, 
for  the  early  publication  of  the  paper  this  week  .aud  irom 
what  I  have  heard  several  of  the  old  trout  fishermen  are 
ordered  for  to-morrow,  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  the  river 
will  be  crowded  next  week  with  the  pleasure  trathc,  and 
some  of  the  weirs  not  being  yet  closed  up,  will  make 
it  difficult  to  fish.    The  only  reports  that  have  come 
to  hand  of  fish  being  caught  are  from  Staines  and 

W^!°(Hampton  Wick).— Mr.  W.  Douglas,  the  head 
river  keeper,  informs]  me  he  has  not  heard  of  any  trout 
btiog  taken  on  account  of  the  cold  weather,  but  he  lias 
seen  several  good  fish  feeding  at  Sunbury,  and  a  large  one 
at  Kingston.  There  is  also  one  at  the  Water  Gallery  at 
Hampton  Court,  and  two  or  three  at  Teddington.  Ine 
water  is  in  good  condition.— B. 

  (Reading).— On  Friday  last  Mr. Brown,  Reading 

Angling  Association,  assisted  by  May  and  Rush,  netted 
Sir  William  Ingram's  lake  at  Streatley,  and  took  seventeen 
iack  fifty -four  roach,  some  large  and  full  of  spawn,  about 
fifty  perch,  and  returned  them  all  to  the  Thames.— 
Horace  J.  Gardnrk.  ,  , 

  (Shepperton).— My  friend,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley, 

writing  on  Monday,  says:  "We  have  still  a  little  too 
much  water,  and  four  gates  are  up  m  the  weir,  lhe 
bitterly  cold  nights  are  sure  to  keep  the  fish  down,  and 
until  we  get  warmer  nights. I  do  not  expect  much  will  be 

d°°e'  (Staines).— Charles  Hone  sends  me  word  he  got 
another  nice  fish  of  3jlb.  on  Thursday  in  last  week  ;  and  on 
Saturday,  with  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  one  of  Hb  at 
Windsor  which  was  to  be  seen  at  Mr.  Bambridgc  s,  the 
well-known  tackle  maker.  This  fish  places  six  to  the 
credit  of  Mr.  Gomm  this  season.— B. 


Ancholme  District— Trout  fishing  has  now  com- 
menced in  this  district,  but  the  streams  are  not  very  large 
nor  numerous,  and  the  fishing  is  mostly  in  private  hands  ; 
but  the  fish  we  have  are  mostly  very  tine.  Mr.  Cocking, 
of  the  Market  Rasen  Club,  took  on  the  club  water  on 
Thursday  last  two  fine  trout,  each  of  15oz.  ;  and  on 
Saturday  he  had  another  of  ljlb.  .  My  youngest  son 
(twelve)  took  five  nice  trout,  also  from  a  local  brook,  on 
Saturday.  The  fish  are  in  prime  condition,  and  at  present 
the  Cowdung  Fly  is  one  of  the  best  that  can  be  used.— 
Thomas  Ford.  . 

Cornish  Streams.— There  was  fair  trout  fashing 
everywhere  at  the  end  of  last  week,  but  the  heavy  rain  of 
Sunday  and  Monday  has  brought  on  a  spate  again.  Heavy 
rivers  in  April  are  not  conducive  to  sport.  Sunshine  is 
what  is  most  needed,  as  fly  food  is  the  food  most  ,  desired 
by  trout.  Baskets  of  eighteen  to  twenty  have  been  an 
average  on  the  Camel ;  -on  the  Fowey  the  average  is  con 
siderably  greater.    No  fresh  peal  have  been  seen  yet  - 

B°Exeana  Canal  (Exeter).— Theoldetemal  tale— wet, 
wet  "wet.  One  gets  hardly  a  chance  of  a  day's  fly  fishing 
in  a  week,  no  sooner  one  flood  is  down,  than  another  is 
making.  Our  anglers  are  anxiously  looking  forward  to  the 
Easter  holidays,  and,  given  reasonable  weather,  there  will 
be  a  big  muster  on  all  our  trout  waters.  Flies  which 
should  prove  serviceable  for  next  week  or  so  are  Halt 
Stone,  Blue  and  Yellow  Duns,  Blue  Upright,  and  March 
Browns— Red  Palmer.  .  . 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).—  1  he  cold 
weather  and  the  want  of  sunshine  lately  is  having  a  bacl 
effect  on  fish  life  in  the  district.  Coarse  fish  are  not 
preparing  to  spawn  as  they  should  do,  and  the  trout  m  the 
running  streams  are  backward  at  rising  at  the  fly.  We 
hive  now  got  well  into  April,  and  yet  certain  trout  fishers 
have  not  yet  wetted  a  line.  Some  of  them  may  have  a  try 
next  week,  but  unless  it  becomes  warmer,  and  there  is 
more  sun  on  the  water,  !  fear  their  results  will  be  poor 
The  water  is  in  good  condition,  and  has  plenty  of  food  m  it 
Flies,  on  the  other  hand,  are  few  indeed— Limpet.  _ 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  fishermen  ot  the  district 
are  holding  their  hands  this  week,'in  the  hope  of  a  change 
for  the  holiday.  But  unless  it  gets  brighter  and.  we  are 
having  it  warmer  they  will  even  then  have  to  confane 
themselves  largely  to  bottom  fishing  It  is  a  long  time 
since  the  trout  season  showed  up  so  badly  at  the  commence- 
ment as  it  has  done  this  year.  What  few  flies  are  about— 
and  they  in  a  natural  way  are  very  few— are  in  that  halt- 
stupid  condition  which  allows  of  the  wind  blowing  them 
about,  and  the  fish  seem  to  know  the  artificial  too  well  to 
take  it.  Only  worm  or  grub  are  attractive,  and  this  is 
hardly  trout  angling.— L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  Lake 
hio-h,  weather  showery  and  promising.  Mr.  Humphreys 
took  eight  with  a  fly,  and  Mr.  Dew  eleven  on  Monday  — 
W  H. 

Lark— The  pretty  stream,  the  Lark,  at  Mildeuhall, 
Barton  Mills,  and  Icklingbam,  is  now  in  grand  order  for 
trout  fishing,  and  there  are  some  splendid  fash  there ;  I 
never  saw  more.  Twice  during  the  last  week,  notwith- 
standing the  awful  cold  weather,  I  have  made  tracks  along 
a  greater  portion  of  the  stream.  One  of  my  water  bailiffs 
informed  me  two  anglers  were  fishing  near  Lacktord,  and 
when  requested  to  show  their  tickets  they  made  some 
paltry  excuse  and  away  they  went.  What  a  mean,  despic- 
able thing  to  do.  There  is  a  splendid  stream,  well 
stocked  with  trout,  roach,  dace,  and  chub,  and  the  price 
of  tickets  for  the  right  to  fish  in  tins  delightful  stretch  ot 
fourteen  miles  of  preserved  water  is  the  enormous  sum  ot 
5s  per  year;  and  yet  persons  who  style  themselves 
gentlemen  take  the  mean  advantage  to  try  it  on  without  a 
ticket.  I  only  wish  I  had  caught  them.  They  might 
hive  found  William  not  such  an  angel  as  he  looks 
Some  gentlerreu  ttiying  at  Host  Howes,  at  the  Bull 
Hotel,  Barton  Mills,  took  a  brace  ot  fane  trout  on 
Saturday  (in  fine  condition  they  were).  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  answer  any  letters  asking  for  particulars  as  to  where  to 
stay  at  price  of  tickets,  hotel-*  and  ions  near  the  river  and 
also  to  forward  tickets;  but  if  I  catch  any  persons  fishing 
without  a  licket,  they  must  take  the  consequences.— W 

HOWLETT.  _  ,       ^  ,, 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
streams  are  now  running  a  nice  level,  and  there  is  a  slight 
stain  on  them  owing  to  the  recent  rain,  but  it  is  quickly 
running  off.  The  weather  has  been  against  anglers  going 
out  with  cold  winds.  A  few  rods  have  been,  out,  and  the 
trout  have  rose  at  the  fly,  but  sport  has  been  slow  I  he 
flies  used  are  the  Blue  Dun,  February  Red,  March  Brown, 
Cowdung,  and  Palmers.  The  Pinsley  is  running  in  order 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  on  it.— G  Wynne 
Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).- 
Rain  Monday  night  caused  a  slight  rise  ot  stained  water 
on  these  rivers,  now  (Tuesday  evening)  fining  and  sinking. 
Weather  is  broken,  but  should  moderately  fair  follow, 
rivers  will  be  in  order  by  the  time  the  holidays  begin. 
Best  flies  are  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  Grey 
Spinner,  Red  Palmer,  and  Cowdung.  A  few  rod  out  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  had  some  sport.— R.  1.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Tynroes,  Anglesey).— Mr.  Curt  or 
and Capt.  Money  on  Friday,  from  a  boat,  tooksixteen.  Jn 
the  adjoining  Crygyll  river,  Messrs.  O.  Jones,  sixteen; 
J  Jones,  ten;  Johnson,  ten;  W.  J.  Owen,  eighteen; 
W.  Owen,  six.  In  the  higher  stretch,  near  Bryngwran, 
one  angler  took  four  dozen.  Visiting  this  river  on  Saturday, 
I  was  struck  with  the  abundance  of  trout  using  in  every 
pool,  but  being  calm  and  very  bright  failed  to  do  much 
with  a  fly.  On  a  bed  day  anglers  can  resort  to  the  golt 
links  adjoining  the  lake,  hotel,  and  sea.— W.  H. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanyniy- 
nech).— The  patt  week  has  been  very  favourable  for 
angling,  the  weather  being  much  milder,  and  with  the 
water  in  grand  conditit  n  some  good  sport  was  obtained 
with    Red  Spinner,    Duns,  and  March    llrown  Hies 


t  the  trout.  Occasionally  about  mid -day  the 
streams  have  been  covered  with  natural  flies  in  thousands, 
at  which  time  the  fish  ignored  all  artificial  hires.  Some 
fine  trout  have  recently  been  taken  in  the  Vyrnwy  with 
the  minnow.  At  present,  owing  to  heavy  ,ain,  the 
streams  are  rather  out  of  condition,  but  will  be  again  in  a 
few  days,  right  for  the  fly,  and  a  great  many  victors  are 
expected  in  this  neighbourhood  during  the  Easter  holidays. 
Mr  Pryce,  Pentreheylin  Hall,  Llanymynech  lias  now 
acquired'  the  fishing  rights  in  the  Vyrnwy  for  several 
mUes-f  roni  Llanymynech  to  Llansantftraid-and as  he  w 
a  thorough  sportsman  and  enthusiastic  angler,  this  part 
of  the  river  will  in  future  be  well  protected,  and  good 
sport  obtained  by  all  fortunate  enough  to  have  his  per- 
mission to  angle  therein.— Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.  -  The  weather, 
although  fine,  has  been  too.  cold  for  fronting,  and  the 
record  is  a  poor  one.  A  nice  fish  ot  lib.  7oz.  was  taken 
from  the  Ouse  on  Monday  with  minnow  and  a  fish,  com- 
puted at  21b.,  was  found  dead,  evidently  killed  by  a  night 
line,  as  some  yards  of  rough  twine  were  attached  Smelt 
are  more  plentiful  in  the  harbour  and  with  fine  weathei 
good  sport  may  be  anticipated  High  water  at  Chichester 
Harbour  on  Friday,  10.23,  and  on  Monday,  0.14.-GEORGE 

~F  Salter  j 
Taw  (North  Devon).— This  river  is  very  high,  and 
only  just  getting  in  order  for  fishing.  Salmon  are  very 
plentiful,  and  great  are  the  hopes  of  the  fisherman.  The 
tributaries  are  full  of  fish.  I  must  say  that  tor  ten  years 
the  Easter  fishing  has  not  been  so  good,  and  those  who 
intend  coming  into  Devon  should  lose  no  time  and  write 
the  various  fly-makers  their  orders,  that  the  sure  and 
certain  known  killers  may  be  ready  and  cause  no  delay 
Only  local  men  can  supply  the  genuine  article  which  will 
ensure  dishes  of  trout.  I  have  seen  many  small  catches 
some  one  dozen,  and  one  gentleman  told  me  he  killed 
four  dozen  exactly  on  the  moor  last  week  and  no  ttywould 
kill  but  the  Pinket.  Others  fancy  the  Pheasant  I  ail,  but 
the  majority  the  real  Devon  Blue  Upright.  Fishermen 
have  increased  this  year,  and  many  have  taken  down  the 
rod  put  away  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  to  return  to 
thrashing  the  rivers,  having  thought  the  art  was  gone.— 

ETeifiG(Lampeter,  Cardiganshire)  .-The  river  has 
been  in  grand  order  for  fishing  for  some  few  weeks  past, 
and  good  takes  of  trout  have  been  made,,  baskets  varying 
from  31b.  to  101b.  Spoit  has  been  so  gool,  and  fash  m  such 
fine  condition,  that  local  anglers  declare  it  is  the  best  trout 
season  we  have  had  for  many  years  past  At  time  ot 
writing  the  water  is  in  first-rate  order,  but  our  annual 
pest  the  "green  fly"  has  just  come  on,  winch  will 
spoil  our  sport  for  possibly  two  or  three  weeks  —  ti. 

Teme  (Ludlow)  .—The  water  in  this  part  is  now  running 
in  good  order  for  angling,  being  a  nice  level,  and  dear 
The  weather  has  been  against  good  sport  owing  to  the 
cold  east  winds,  and  heavy  rain  fell  on  Monday,  but  made 
little  difference  to  the  water,  except  improving  it.  lhe 
trout  have  been  moving  well  of  late;  and  a  fair  number  ot 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  ro  heavy  baskets  taken  as  ye,. 
The  flies  used  are  the  Iron  Blue,  Blue  Dun,  February 
Red,  March  Brown,  Cowdung  and  Whirling  Blue 
Bottom  fishers  have  been  busy  with  the  worm  and  landed 
large  fish.  Artificial  minnow  fishing  is  better.  In  the 
wafer  below  Ludford  Bridge  Mr.  W.  James  took  a  trout, 
lib.  10oz.,  with  the  worm  ;  and  above  the  bridge  Mi  J. 
Davies  landed  a  trout  lib.  8oz.,  with  the  fly.  In  the 
Steventon  water  the  fish  have  sported  well  at  the  fly,  and 
me  good  fish  have  been  landed.  The  Ony  Corve,  Clun 
and  Ledwyche  are  all  in  good  order  and  the  prospect  tor 
sport  good  With  fine  weather  sport  during  the  holidays 
sh  uld  be  good  in  this  part.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).-In  this  part  the  weather  has  been 
very  changeable ;  cold  east  winds  have  been  had,  and  at 
the  beginning  of  the  week  rain  fell,  but  did  not  alter  the 
water  The  water  is  now  running  m  fair  fishing  o.der 
and  the  fish  have  been  moving  at  the  fly.  But  few  .angle ,rs 
have  been  out,  and  spoit  has  been  slow,  but  with  fine 
weather  there  is  every  prospect  ot  good  sport  being  had 
with  the  fly  in  this  part— Worcester.  _ 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  (Lincolnshire).- 
There  is  likely  to  be  an  influx  of  a  few  visitors  to  the  trout 
streams  of  the  Wold  district  next  week  for  the  holidays, 
but  unless  a  change  sets  in,  with  the  wind  in  a  warmer 
barter,  I  fear  they  will  be  disappointed.  Cowdung  tt.es 
and  some  of  the  other  land  flies  are  blowing  abnt,  but 
there  is  little  or  no  rise  of  fish  to  them.  About  the  only 
way  to  catch  them  U  to  try  as  though  they  were  roach 
By  the  way,  1  heard  of  a  nice  lot  ot  roach  being  taken  a 
tew  days  ago  from  the  Homcastle  Canal.  They  were  in 
the  pink  of  condition,  and  showed  lit  tic  or  no  signs  of 
"  being  filled  with  spawn,"  as  they  should  be.— l,uci. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk.-Spring  weather  has  set  in  during  the 
past  week,  and  a  good  number  of  anglers  have  been  at  the 
rtver  side  but  spurt  as  yet  is I  poor,  the  only  catch  worth 
recording  is  Mr.  Chalmers'  S-pounder,  and  Mr.,  Walter 
Park's  big  fash  in  the  Cauldron.  Mr.  Buchanan  also 
hootdalshin  the  Cauldron,  but  k*t 
tree  which  ca.no  down  the  water  m  one  of  the  recent  Hoods 
afd  Xoat  chocked  the  " Caddron,"  as  the  native 
denominate  the  famous  pool.  It  is  now  removed  ami 
anglers  will  have  a  good  turn  of  it,  weather  permitting. 

"Border  Esk  (Langholm).— lhe  river,  which  had 
run  down  last  week,  is  now  in  good  torn,  but  there  are 
few  .u.glers  astir  vet,  Sergeant  Bel  had  good  takes 
of  yellow1  trout  at  Langholm  Biidge  on  Monday  and  lues- 
day  ;  also  a  largo  quantity  of  '  yellow  fins  measuring 
Oiii  to  fin.,  said  to  be  the  young  ot  sea  (rout  and  which 
have  to  be  returned  to  grow  large  enough  lor  tl.o  sport  in 
June  Mr  U  Cocq,  Kskdale  Hotel,  has  sport  nearly 
every  time  out.    On  Monday  he  wont  out  at  10  a.m.,  and 
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caught  a  nice  new  run  salmon  of  81b.  in  the  Willow  Pool, 
aDdhad  it  smt  off  to  Paris  at  I  30,  besides  which  he  had 
several  "kelts,"  which  make  excellent  sport,  but  not 
excellent  eating,  as  they  have  to  be  consigned  to  their 
native  element.  Mr.  Walter  Park,  Brooklyn,  and  Mr. 
Buchanan,  Glasgow,  have  also  had  some  sport  in  the 
Cauldron  Pocl  with  said  fish.  The  river  is  now  in  good 
form,  heat  being  what  is  most  wanted. — M.  D. 

Isla. — The  season  opened  some  time  ago,  but  the 
weather  has  been  so  unseasonably  cold  that  there  is  little 
fly  fishing.  On  the  lower  reaches  some  fair  baskets  of 
trout  in  middling  condition  have  been  got  with  worm  and 
minnow.  The  season  has  not  opened  on  the  upper  Isla. 
The  hills  are  yet  deeply  covered  with  snow,  and  the  season 
unusually  cold  and  bleak.  On  more  than  one  night  since 
Apiil  1,  19  and  20  degrees  of  frost  have  been  recorded,  and 
although  the  depth  of  snow  on  the  hills  is  great,  the 
streams  are  running  low,  the  heat  of  the  sun  being  unable 
to  melt  the  frozen  snow.  The  lochs  have  been  tried,  but 
the  anglers  have  gone  home  with  clean  baskets,  as  the 
trout  would  cot  rise  to  the  fly,  and  fly  fishing  only  is 
allowed. — Iasgaie. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— The  weather  is  now  mild 
and  moist,  though  the  water  temperature  is  still  somewhat 
low  for  sport.  Oa  Monday  a  competition  was  held  by  the 
St.  Mirin  Club  from  Paisley,  when  ten  members,  after 
fishing  eight  hours,  captured  fifteen  trout  with  fly.  The 
first  prize  was  awarded  Mr.  J.  Scott  Eadie  with  a  creel  of 
four  trout  (21b.  6oz.).  Mr.  J.  Machan  and  Mr.  Watt, 
Dundee,  killed  nine  trout  of  61b.  with  fly  in  about  fifteen 
feet  of  water  in  drifts  off  the  east  point  of  St.  Serf's  Island 
during  the  afternoon.  Six  of  their  fish  were  captured  on  a 
Red  Hecham. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Rannoch.— Mr.  W.  Ballingall,  of  Dundee, 
fished  the  loch  on  the  9th  for  a  couple  of  hours  and  had 
six  trout ;  on  the  10th,  had  five  ;  and  on  the  12th  had  eight, 
all  in  good  condition ;  prospects  of  capital  fishing  is  expected 
this  season. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— With  the  advent  of  more 
settled  weather,  sport  has  revived  considerably  on  the  mid 
reaches  cf  the  Dee,  and  promises  to  get  still  better  as  the 
river  gets  into  trim.    On  the  Cambus  O'May  section  Mr. 
W.  Eyre  landed  a  very  fine  fish  of  301b.,  being  the  top- 
weight  on  the  Dee  this  season.    On  the  Gleatana  sections, 
towards  the  close  of  the  weak,  Mr.  Laming  creeled  two,  of 
101b.  and  61b.,  and  four  of  similar  weights,  while  Mr. 
Talbot  had  two  small  fish,  and  Mr.  Jefferson  four  of 
average  weights.    On  the  Huntly  Arms  Aboyne  waters 
very  good  sport  hai  been  had  daily,  the  river  here 
being  reported  as  teeming  with  fish.    Here  Mr.  Fyfe 
Jameson  creeled  twelve,  scaling  from  51b.  to  201b.  ; 
Mr.    Harrison,    four,    weighing    from    51b.    to   81b. ; 
Mr.  Nelon,  two  of  61b.  <ach;  and  Captain  Scott  six 
fish,  var.ung  from  6|lb.  to  24|Jb.  each.   On  Lord  Huutly's 
water  two  fish  were  got  on  Monday.    On  Tuesday  Mr 
S^otc  creeled  two,  of  161b.  and  61b.;  Mr.  Harrison,  two, 
of  121b.  and  161b.  ;  and  Mr.  Nelson,  four,  scaling  51b  , 
oMb.,  6Mb.,  and  71b.    On  the  Kincardine  O'Neil  section 
sport  has  been  something  really  good.    Here  Mr.  W.  S. 
Campbell,  on  the  Lower  Dess,  creeled  seven  fish,  scaling 
from  61b.  to  91b  ;  Mr.  Lamond, .  ne  of  91b.,  on  Kincardine 
water  ;    John  Harper,  one  of  71b. ;  and  Mr  George 
Ulacklaws,  two,  of  61b.  and  71b.,  on  same  section.  On 
the  Borrowstone  section,  Mr.  A.  F.  Basset  creeled  three 
soling  61b..  71b.,  and  7JIb  ;  and  Mr.  W.  R.  Tyringham 
three,  of  6  b  ,  71b.,  and  71b.    On  Carlogie,  Mr.  G.  M. 
kelson  had  five,  scaling  from  61b.  to  8Mb.    On  Ballogie, 
Mr.  E.  Drummond  had  eight,  scaling  from  61b.  to  111b  • 
and  Charlie  Gill,  six,  of  same  weights.    On  Wocdend, 
John    Mortimer    landed    nineteen    fish,  scaling  from 
61b.    to    101b.;    and    Messrs.   Davis  and  Callingham, 
seven,  cm  Upper  Blackball,  scaling  from  61b.  to  111b. 
On  the  Culterand  Durns  waters,  and  the  lower  sections 
generally,  better  sport  has  been  had  than  for  weeks  back. 
Jinnock  fishers,  who  were  fairly  driven  off  the  tidal 
reaches  by  stress  of  weather,  have  again  been  out  in  force, 
and  very  respectable  baskets  have  been  made  by,  among 
others,  Capt.  Mackay,  Messrs.  Allan,  Grahame,  Frain, 
McKeozie,  Duff,  and  Meff.    On  the  Don  there  has  been 
little  or  no  improvement.    Oa  the  Vthan  the  tinnoJk 
fishing  has  been  regarded  as  a  failure  up  till  now.  The 
other  day,  on  the  Castle  waters  at  Ellon,  Mr.  Hugh 
Macdonald,  Lands'ewart,  and  Mr.  Boyle,  Elrick  House, 
had  baskets  of  81b.  and  101b.  respectively— all  to  the 
Mat  ch  Brown.    The  season  promises  well  hi  these  parts 
wifh  anything  like  steady  weather.— G.  M. 


Monday  put  fly  fishing  aside.  Previously  Mr.  Mills  and 
Mr.  West  had  fair  trout  fishing  on  these  sections. — J.  A.  B 
Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— River  quite  unfishable,  and 
not  likely  to  be  in  order  for  the  next  few  days,  provided 
we  get  no  more  rain,  which  is  unlikely.— W.  Hayneh  and 
Son. 

Bundrowes.— The  weather  during  the  past  week  was 
again  very  wet  and  stormy,  and  kept  anglers  a  good  deal 
indoors.  Mr.  T.  G.  landed  one  salmon  of  111b.  weight  on 
/th  inst.,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  took  another  weighing  10Mb  on 
9th  inst.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  Bush  is 
rather  high  for  successful  salmon  fishing  at  present.  Since 
the  season  opened,  Sir  Francis  E.  W.  Maenaghten,  Bart 
killed  sixty  salmon ;  and  since  March,  the  Messrs.  Coates' 
of  Belfast,  landed  thirty  fish.  Trouting  on  the  tributaries 
is  prime.  The  weather  is  gloomy,  and  threatening  rain  — 
J.  A.  B. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  Corrib  is  again  in  flood,  and 
scarcely  anything  has  been  done.  On  Lough  Corrib  trout- 
ing was  prime  last  week,  and  several  salmon  were  killed  bv 
local  men.— J.  B. 

,mLe*5  (<^°-  Cork)-— River  in  bank  high  flood  to-day 
(luesday),and  will  n  ot  be  in  fishing  order  before  Thursday 
or  Friday.  Sport  has  been  well  up  to  the  average  for  past 
week.  Salmon  still  continue  to  run  the  weirs  in  great 
numbers,  and  every  pool  is  more  than  stocked  with  fish 
°m£rov^.W-  T-  Criwshay.  6Mb  ,  6Mb.,  8Mb.,  8Jlb  ., 
91b.,  9Mb. ;  Miss  E.  F.  Stanfeld,  61b.,  7£lb. ;  A  C 
Bowring,  7Mb.,  101b.  On  Nettleville,  Col.  Broderick, 
91b.   91b.,  101b.,  1041b.,  111b.,  111b.     Ballincadig,  J.  P. 

^k?l',u81b-K8^  '  9^Ib-  •  Dr-  A-  H-  Taytor.  61b  ,  6Mb., 
101b. ,  101b.  On  Fargus,  Capt.  Clifton  Brown  81b. ,  1 01b. 
D.  Stoker,  91b.,  101b.,  101b.,  111b.  On  Ashton,  O.  L. 
Evans,  91b.,  101b.  Also  successful:  S.  Haynes,  101b  • 
M  Lyons,  91b. ;  J.  Sullivan,  101b.,  101b.,  8Mb.:  t! 
Sullivan,  91b  ,  9Mb.;  J.  Healy,  71b.,  71b.,  9Mb.  ;  Alfred 
Allen,  101b.,  101b.,  10Mb.;  J.  O'Brien,  71b.,  7Mb.,  91b. 
91b  111b.;  Mr.  O'Leary,  71b.,  8Mb.,  111b.  On  the 
buiiane  river  (Macroom),  salmon  and  trout  fishing  has 
been  exceptionally  good.  Trout  fishing  also  has  been  gcod 
on  the  Launay  and  Foorish,  at  Macroom.— W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Lough  Melvin.— On  this  lake  Captain  C.  R.  Baiton 
landed  one  salmon  weighing  151b.  on  the  8th  inst.,  and 
0n,,rle  8ame  day  Mr-  °-  B-  Hamilton  took  another  of 
10Mb.  weight.     Commander  May,  RN.,  landed  one 
salmon  of  101b.  on  the  8th  inst.,  and  Lord  Conyngham 
took  another  weighing  10Mb.  on  the  9.h  inst.  Thefollow- 
mg  gentlemen  took  several  baskets  of  trout  duiing  the 
past  week,  varying  in  weight  from  81b.  to  17Mb.  each 
^  F™  Condon>  Mr-  C-  Sixt,  Mr.  W.  B.  Johnston,  Mr. 
J.  F.  Thorns  n,  and  Mr.  Thomson,  jun.    The  weather  at 
time  of  writing  is  quite  set  led,  and  looks  like  keeping  so 
and  good  sport  is  looked  forward  to  for  the  Easter  time 
— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Nea .  h— The  pollen  fisheries  continue  pretty 
good,  and  the  same  applies  to  trout  fishing.  Tr.mting  on 
the  tributaiies  is  but  middling,  owing  to  the  heavy  fl.  ods. 
At  the  las",  Stewartstown  Petty  Ses-ions  James  Coubn 
was  fined  in  £19  10s.  for  having  390  small  pollen— under 
8in.— in  his  possession  ;  and  at  Moneymore  the  previous 
day,  for  similar  offences,  John  Coleman  was  fined  in  £51  • 
John  Devlin,  £8  6s. ;  Mick  Coleman,  £29  5s. ;  Siewart 
Coleman,  £35  Is.  ;  Lewis  O'Neil,  £26  12s.  ;  or  at  the  rate 
ot  Is.  per  fish  for  having  or  sending  pollen  under  statute 
size.  This  should  deter  poaching  in  the  future. 
J.  A.  B. 

Mourne   (Newtonstewart,   co.    Tyrone).— The 

Mourne  is  high  after  the  rain  of  this  and  last  week,  so 
that  the  prospects  for  Easter  are  good  if  no  more  rain 
falls.  Mr.  Gillebrand,  Mr.  Walworth,  and  other  visitors 
had  fair  baskets  of  brown  trout.— J.  A.  B. 


for  date  see  their  club  report.— G.  W. 


SEeptfs  from  Clufrs 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co  Tyrone).— The  Ballin- 
derry  is  high  in  a  clear  flood,  the  worststate  it  could  be  in 
On  Saturday  our  correspondent  killed  a  brace  of  trout, 
and  lost  one  about  41b.  on  Ardtieth  sections.  The  previous 
day  John  Norris  and  W.  Maneely  killed  nearly  a 
dozen  trout,  each  up  to  1Mb.  On  these  sections  down  to 
JL/Ough  rveagh  several  good  bajss  were  made  by  Mick 
Mallow,  Terence  McKee,  Mr.  C.  B,  Inom,  and  others 
t  he  river  is  in  bad  order  for  the  Easter  holidays,  except 
the  water  from  Coagh  Curry  to  Coagh  Bridge,  which  is 
always  a  toot  lower  than  the  rest  of  the  liver,  owing  to 
several  mill  races  off  it.— J,  A.  B. 

Bandon  (co.  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  for  pust  week 
has  been  excellent  on  the  upper  portions  of  the  river, 
especially  near  Ennisk-ano  and  Ballineon,  Lird  Bandon 
and  par, y,  R  St.  John  Beasloy,  Mr.  Gillman,  and  the 
local  anglers  being  most  successful.  On  Lord  Bandon's 
water  forty-two  spring  fish  have  been  taken  alreidy  this 
season,  which  is  a  record.  Trout  fishing  on  the  tideway 
v  /i?rYeryf  S°jd>.Mr-  Uleazley,  Sinc'air,  W.  Payne, 
Mr.  Olliffe,  &c  ,  being  most  successful.— W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).  -  Just  as 
the  river  was  toning  down  into  fair  order,  another  flood  on 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  chibs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London  " 
marked    Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 


Anglers'  Association.  —  Important  to  London 
Anhlers.— Eei,  Fishing  in  the  River  Lea.— On  the 
application  cf  the  Anglers'  Association  to  the  Lea  Con- 
servancy, it  is  arranged  that  eel  fishing  will  commence  on 
May  1  in  each  year.  Rod  and  line  angling  only  in  the 
daytime,  thatis  to  say,  bstween  the  beginning  of  the  last 
hour  before  sunrise  and  at  the  end  of  the  first  hour  after 
sunset  ;  also  eel  fishing  will  be  allowed  in  the  Anglers' 
Association  privato  fisheries  from  a  public  or  a  towing- 
pith  from  May  1. 

On  account  of  Easter  Monday  the  annual  delegate  meet- 
ing w/11  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  April  26,  at  8.30.— 
R  Ghurney. 

.  Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ln8'  List. — A  return  visit  on  the  above  list  took  place 
""  Monday  evening  last,  the  12th  inst.,  at  the  St.  Albans 
A  S.,  Royal  George,  New-street,  Keunington  Park-road, 
when  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  sp  n'.  th>  the  pf»ll 
being  called  the  following  twelve  clubs  were  represented  : 
Bermoiidscy  Brothers,  Clapham  Junction,  Jolly  Unlrhrrs 
i'eckham  Brothers,  Second  Surrey,  St.  Albans  Wag- 
goners, Wellington,  Firm  and  True,  Collingwood, 
Independent  Brothors,  and  St.  Thomas's.  The  next  visit 
will  take  place  at  the  Waggoners  A  . S.,  White  Lion,  Albert 


Embankment ; 
Armstrong. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  —  Since  my  lMt 
report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt  of 
£1  from  the  donation  box  of  the  Jolly  Butchers  A.S.  The 
next  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Fridav 
April  23,  at  8.30. — R.  Ghurnkv.  y' 
Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun 
Great  Sutton-street,  Gos well- road.— The  following  resolu- 
tion was  unanimously  carried  at  the  list  meeting  of  the 
above  :—  '  That  the  members  of  this  club  protest  against 
the  action  of  interested  individuals  in  holding  meetings  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  what  they  are  pleased  to  call 
unity,'  and  consider  that  the  Central  Association 
represents  the  real  opinion  of  London  anglers,  as  they  find 
m  the  Central '  that  their  wishes  and  prosperity  are  best 
secured.'  At  the  same  meeting  one  new  member  was 
proposed.  Will  members  and  friends  kindly  forward  on 
pnzes. — G.  Merry. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Motel,  St.  Phihp-street,  Queenrs-road,  Battersea,  S  W  — 
A  special  meeting  took  place  on  the  13th  inst.  for  revision 
ot  rules,  which  was  carried  out  satisfactorily.  The  next 
meeting  will  take  place  on  the  20th  inst.  to  arrange  date 
of  annual  dinner,  &c. — A.  T. 

Central  Visiting  List. — A  most  successful  visit  was 
paid  to  the  Collingwood  A.S.,  Brunswick  Arms,  Black- 
triars,  on  Monday  evening  last.  Mr.  Cobalt  occupied  the 
chair.  There  was  some  good  music  and  singing,  and  an 
enjoyable  evening  was  passed.  On  the  roll  call  it  was 
found  that  twenty-five  clubs  were  well  represented.  There 
was  a  discussion  concerning  the  amalgamation  proposals 
and  on  a  vote  being  taken  the  meeting  unanimously  decided 
that  amalgamation  in  any  shape  or  form  was  undesirable 
and  unnecessary.  Next  visit  to  the  Cosy  A.S  — C 
Watling. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 

mill  Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— A  successful  meeting 
was  held  on  Tuesday,  and  a  new  member  proposed  for 
election.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesday 
next,  as  important  business,  including  Lloyd's  fund  will 
be  brought  forward.  Our  members  are  against  the  unitv 
scheme.— S.  Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visitinir 
List.— The  visit  to  the  Foley  A.S.  on  Tuesday  evening 
was  a  success,  Mr.  W.  Stretch  in  the  chair.  Fifteen 
societies  were  represented,  viz.,  Great  Northern,  Crown 
and  Buckland,  Eustonian,  Bloomsbury  Bros.  North 
London,  Camden,  Phce.  ix,  Royal  George,  Mitre,  Foley 
bale-pendent  Bros.,  Allason  United,  Queen's  Piscatorials 
Fnnce  ot  Wales,  and  Golden  Barbel.  The  next  visit  will 
be  to  the  Great  Northern  Bros.,  held  at  the  Rot  in  Hood 
bouthampton-street,  Pentonville.— F.  Castell. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.— A  meeting  was  held  on 
iuesda.y,  13th  inst.,  Mr.  Holder  in  the  chair,  when  it  was 
proposed  Mr.  Belcher  and  Mr.  Cuthbert  should  be 
appointed  auditors  of  the  society.  Members  and  friends 
are  requested  to  forward  their  prizes  early  for  presentation 
in  May.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Lychnobite  Angling  Society,  Ben  Jonson,  Shoe- 
lane,  &.L.—A  crowded  hall,  an  appreciative  audience,  and 
owing  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Albert  Walters  and  the  concert 
committee,  a  great  success.    Such  is  the  verdict  upon  the 
grand  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  printer's  charities  held  at 
the   Champion   Hotel,   Aldersgate-street,  on  Saturday 
evening  last.    A  large  number  of  ladies  attended.  The 
chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  A.  West,  of  the  Ben  Jonson,  and 
Mr.  T.  Ormrod,  the  president  of  the  Lychnobites,  and  a 
capital  programme  provided.     Miss  Theresa  Kellaway 
charmed  the  audience  by  singing  "Angus  Macdonald," 
and     Sunshine  and  Rain";  Miss  Rosa  Lonsdale  sang 
II   Bacio      and  "  The   Tomtit " ;    and  Miss  Kate 
McGeeney  rendeiel  "  The  Holy  City,"  and  a  convent  song 
At  Eventide    ;  Mr.   Edwin  Boyde,  who  generously 
gave  the  Lychnobites  his  services,  received  a  rapturous 
ovation  ;  he  gave  his  parody  of  "  The  Village  Blacksmith  " 
in  costume,  and  a  medley  in  which  he  introduced  some  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Rowley's  chaiacteristics,  including  the  ride  to 
the  Derby  and  the  somersault,  much  amusing  the  audience. 
Mr.  Ben  Brandon  gave  his  imitations  of  various  musical 
instruments  and  his  farmyard  mimicry— a  very  clever 
performance;  Professor  Claude  North,  a  champion  ven- 
triloquist; Mr.  George  Vernon,  Mr.  Tom  Mulroy  Mr 
Fred  Wilson,  Mr.  Joe  Collins,  Mr.  Joe  Levet.  and  several' 
other  gentlemen  gave  some  capital  songs.    Mr.  Edward 
Clarke,  the  lion  secretary,  and  the  concert  committee 
must  be  congratulated  upon  the  success  of  their  efforts 
Mr.  J.  K    Griffiths,  hon  secretary  of  the  Lychnobite 
Angling  Society,  writes  :    "I  have  to  acknowledge  a 
donation  of  two  guineas  generously  given  by  Mr.  Horace 
Marshal^  towards  the  proceeds   of  the  concert.    If  any 
kindly  disposed  anglers,    especially  those  in  any  way 
connected  with  the  Press,  are  willing  to  help  the  fund  by 
their  contributions,  they  will  be  thankfully  received  and 
duly  acknowledged. 

Warrington  Anglers'  Association. —Arrange- 
ments have  been  completed  whereby  the  association  take 
oyer  the  rights  of  fishing  in  the  River  Gowy  from  the 
glebe  lands  which  he  behind  Plimsoll  Church.  A  plan  is 
to  be  prepared  of  this  stream,  to  show  in  colours  ihe 
portions  rented  by  the  association.  This  map  will  be 
hung  up  in  the  club-room.  A  tour  of  inspection  has  been 
made  ot' the  Old  Quay  Canal,  at  Walton,  and  notes  aro 
entertained  that  this  water  will  soon  be  clear  of  all  pollu- 
tion. Several  trout  parties  will  visit  Wales  during  the 
Easter  holidays. — Fred.  J.  EmSON. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Ooaeli 
and  Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.— I  wish  to  remind  our 
members  that  the  monthly  meeting  will  be  hold  on  Wed- 
nesday next,  April  21,  when  tho  halt'  year's  balanco-shoel 
"ill  bo  on  tho  table.—  K ,  LcwTHER. 


April  17,  1897] 

Jingling  ^ixiutts 

April  18.   

Easter  Sunday. 
April  19. 

Easter  Monday. 

Liverpool :  Outing  to  Vyrnwy. 
April  21. 

St.  Ive3  and  District :  Annual  dinner. 
April  22. 

Oxford :  Annual  dinner. 
April  23. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  :  Committee  meeting. 


April 


May 


26.  — Anglers'  Association :  Annual  delegate  meeting. 

27. '— Hoxton  Brothers :  Smoking  concert. 
27.— Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 

28  — Walham  Green  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

29  —Woolwich  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

3  —Mitre  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner.  _ 

4  _A  B.S.  (Lea  Competition)  :  Prize  distribution. 

10.  — Ciapham  Junction  :  Annual  dinner  and  dis- 

tribution. 

11.  — Clapham  Strollers  :  Supper. 
H  — Dalston :  Annual  dinner. 

12— Walworth  Waltonians :  Annual  dinner. 

25.  — Highbury  :  Annual  dinner. 

26.  — Dalston  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 


LATE_NEWS. 

RIVERS.— ENGLISH. 
Thames  (Windsor  District).— Thames  trouting  in 
thisneighbourhoodduringthepastweekhas  been  productive 
of  three  fish,  two  by  Lumsden  of  Datchet,  5|lb.  and  4ilb., 
and  one  by  Mr.  Gomm,  who  came  up  here  with  his 
fisherman,  C.  Hone,  of  Staines;  this  fish  weighed 
31b  14oz  It  may  be  interesting  to  those  who  despise  both 
the'roach  and  gudgeon  as  bait  for  a  Thames  trout,  that  one 
of  the  former,  exactly  5Jin.  long,  and  the  latter  4f  m.  and  ^ir- 
respectively, were  tiken  from  the  4ilb.  fish  by  my  servant 
and  I  carefully  measured  them;  each  was  almost  perfect 
hardly  any  scaks  gone.  Water  is  in  grand  order  and 
several  fish  have  been  on  the  move  during  the  past  week, 
some  very  heavy,  but  as  it  would  not  be  fair  to  my 
informants  to  give  exact  locale,  !  can  only  say  there  are 
three 'specimen  fish  within  a  short  distance  of  Windsor 
bridge.— B.  E.  Bambridge.     .,„,..  ... 

Carey  (Ashwater).— Continual  flooding  is  spoiling 
chances  of  much  sport,  and  the  "  night-liners  "  are  reaping 
a  harvest.  Fly  fishing  is  only  to  be  indulged  in  at 
intervals  One  rod  took  three  dozen  a  few  days  since,  and 
another  gentleman,  after  having  fished  for  some  time  with 
a  large  fly  and  get  iag  only  four,  tried  a  small  worm,  secur- 
ing i.ineteen  more.— Devonian.  _ 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— 1  he  rains  are  con 
tinuous  and  as  a  resulc  the  water  is  too  big  and  cold  to 
allow  of  much  fishing  being  done.  A  number  of  anglers 
have  been  on  the  river,  however,  some  having  met  with 
fair  success.  Mr.  A.  M.  Harvey,  of  Newton  Abbot  has 
taken  the  biggest  trout  for  the  season,  near  Ashburton. 
The  fish  was  in  fine  condition  and  scaled  50oz.  Fisher- 
men in  the  vicinity  of  Buckfastleigh  say  that  the  season  so 
far  doesnot  compare  favourably  with  last  year.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr  H  Wright  creeled  five  dozen  trout  with  the  worm,  and 
Mr'  Millman  took  eight  brace.  Mr.  R.  Rogess  of  the  same 
town,  bad  a  salmon  of  91b.  Capt.  Whiteley,  a  visitor  to 
the  river,  has  had  good  sport  near  Staverton,  his  latest 
capture  being  a  151b.  salmon  at  Hood  Weir  Col.  Studdy 
hooked  a  tine  fish  of  121b.  weight  at  Black  Rock,  and  on 
Monday  the  Rev.  A.  Sandback,  of  Bridgetown,  managed 
to  take  a  salmon  scaling  121b.  with  the  fly  in  the  tidal 
water  above  Totnes  Bridge.  Few  Totnes  anglers  have 
been  out  this  week.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  had  a  nice  basket  on 
Tuesday  whilst  Mr.  F.  Hole  has  been  doing  fairly  well  on 
the  Harbourne.  Mr.  A.  Pike  only  hooked  five  brace  on 
Monday,  after  a  day's  fishing.  The  best  flies  are  the 
Blue  Upright  and  Palmer,  and  the  gramiom  have  been  on 
the  water  in  large  numbers.  The  quantity  of  salmon 
spawn  in  the  river  is  a  bother  to  anglers.  The  net  fisher- 
men are  having  a  bad  time,  a  few  sea  trout  bsing  about  the 
best  catches  at  Totnes  Weir.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams— Fish  do  not  sport  at  all 
well  in  the  brief  spaces  between  the  rains,  this  being  due 
to  the  fact  of  their  being  gorged  by  the  food  washed  into 
the  Btreams.  Angling  is,  as  a  rule,  very  quiet  and  until 
the  rivers  fine  down  little  will  be  done.  Big  fish  continue 
to  be  taken  in  the  Dart,  whilst  some  nice  baskets  of  well 
conditioned  trout  have  been  captured  in  the  Otter  with  the 
artificial  minnow.  Sport  on  the  C  reedy,  Exe,  and  the 
North  Devon  rivers  has  been  of  a  somewhat  indifferent 
character,  and  the  little  successful  fishing  has  been  in  the 
evenings  Graveling  are  coming  down  some  of  the  rivers 
in  large  numbers.  The  Blue  Uprights  and  Red  Palmers 
are  favourite  flies. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— During  the  early  part  ot  the  week 
this  river  was  in  good  condition  for  angling,  and  the  few 
anglers  that  have  been  out  have  had  fairly  remunerative 
results  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  J.  Baker,  six 
brace :  and  Mr.  Thrupp,  fourteen  brace.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  flood,  which  is  giving  the  smelt  and 
kelts  a  splendid  opportunity  of  getting  down  the  river. 
Large  numbers  of  smelts  are  also  in  the  tideway,  and  are 
apparently  making  for  the  sea.— J.  Jackson. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— The  weather  at 
the  beginning  of  the  week  was  very  oold,  and  unfavourable 
for  fishing.  Lately,  however,  there  has  been  a  decided 
improvement,  and  prospects  of  sport  have  brightened. 
Moderate  baskets  have  been  taken  all  through  the  week 
and  very  good  baskets  were  brought  home  on  the  13th 
(Tuesday),  which  was  really  the  only  mild  day  we  have 
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had  since  the  fishing  began  this  year.  Five  rods  took 
sixty-nine  fish.  In  the  river  just  below  the  lake.  Com- 
mander Pulley  took  thirty-four  fish,  the  best  four  of  which 
weighed  31b.  In  the  lake,  Mr.  O'Hanlon  took  fourteen 
fish,  weighing  91b.  ;  Rev.  H.  Smith  had  eight  fish,  weigh- 
ing 61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Manby  took  nine  fish,  weighing  bib. 
The  fish  are  in  the  pink  of  condition.— D.  M.  L 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— To-day,  Wednesday, 
April  14  the  river  is  just  beginning  to  clear  after  the  late 
floods.  If  no  more  rain  falls  the  water  will  be  in  good 
order  for  the  next  few  days.  Trout  rose  well  last 
Saturday,  and  nice  takes  were  made  all  along  the  nver. 
Fish  getting  into  good  condition.— Heron. 

Severn  (Shropshire).— Stormy  weather  has  ruled  ot 
late  but  the  river  has  been  in  good  order,  and  minnow 
fishing  has  yielded  excellent  sport.  Mr.  A.  Hughes,  ot 
Shrewsbury,  has  taken  half  a  dozen  good  trout,  the 
heaviest  weighing  about  31b.  The  weather  has  not  yet 
been  warm  enough  for  fly  fishing.  Prospects  for  the 
holiday  season  are  fairly  bright.  A  large  number  of  pike 
have  been  taken  of  late.  One  weighing  over  201b  by  some 
means  or  other  got  into  a  half-sunken  punt  on  the  Welsh 
Bridge  ford  at  Shrewsbury  on  Monday  last,  and  was 
secured  by  a  local  fisherman.— Hafren. 

Upper  Tamar.— Although  the  river  is  still  in  flood, 
the  Lamberae,  one  of  the  tributaries,  was  in  condition  on 
Saturday.  There  was,  however,  a  north  wind,  and  two 
rods  only  managed  to  basket  nine  brace.  A  lot  of  flies  have 
been  on  the  water,  the  grannom  (Green  tail)  being  especi- 
ally plentiful  for  eo  early  in  April.  The  first  month  ot 
fishing  has  been  rather  unsuccessful.— Devonian. 

Usk  (Abergavenny).— Water  still  high  ;  plenty  ot 
clean  fish  up ;  anticipate  good  sport  latter  end  of  week. 
Salmon  have  been  caught  by  Capt.  Marchan,  one,  121b. ; 
Mr.  Caulfield,  two,  121b.  and  101b.;  Mr.  B.  J.  Davies, 
two,  16lb.  and  81b.  Several  killed  on  Yarr's  beat.  Mr. 
E.  H.  Lamb,  is  still  doing  well  with  the  trout,  also  Mr. 
Frank  Lawrence,  W.  Peake,  Gen.  Gellispie,  Mr.  F.  Han- 
bury  Williams,  and  others.—  Erule  Delafield. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Trout  have 
been  feeding  better  this  week,  and  several  nice  fish  have 
been  taken  in  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling 
Association's  water,  near  the  High  Tor  Weir,  weighing 
from  ilb.  to  ljlb.,  caught  by  bottom  fishing  and  swimming 
a  worm.  On  the  Darleydale  Club  waters  a  few  nice  fish 
have  been  landed.  Only  a  few  anglers  could  be  seen  on 
the  ChatswOTth  fishery  on  the  Wye  this  week.  Flies  tor 
the  above  :  Cockwing  Dun,  March  BroAn,  Claret  Bumble, 
and  Sand  Fly.  Weather  unsettled ;  thunder  and  snow- 
storm to  day,  Wednesday.— Dotterel. 

SCOTCH. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Although  the  weather  has 
somewhat  moderated,  and  the  water  running  not  8)  high, 
there  is  nothing  of  importance  to  report  as  regards 
angling  on  the  river  Deveron,  the  weather  continuing  too 
cold  and  windy.  On  the  free  water  at  the  estuary  a  few 
trout  were  killed  daily  this  week.  On  the  lower  pools  the 
net  fishermen  had  several  salmon  daily,  but  on  the  coast 
few  entered  the  nets.  For  the  week  four  boxes  were  the 
total  from  both  river  and  ciast,  which  were  consigned  to 
the  markets.  Although  fish  are  somewhat  scarce  prices 
are  good.  On  the  Gardenstown  coast  little  has  been  done 
up  to  this  date  owing  to  the  stormy  nature  of  the  weather 

— H.  W.  .'  ■ 

South  of  Scotland.— On  Tuesday  the  waters  were 
discoloured,  and  to-day,  Wednesday,  nothing  but  heavy 
floods  prevail  in  the  Border  rivers.  The  weather  is  very 
unsettled  at  present,  and  very  little  suitable  fishing 
weather  has  prevailed  since  last  week.  The  Annan.— 
To-day  a  sea  trout  was  caught  iu  the  Mount  Annan  water, 
as  also  a  number  of  yellow  trout ;  and  a  few  have  been 
taken  in  the  lower  waters  with  worm  bait.  On  Monday 
Mr.  Johnson  Fergusson,  jun.,  of  Springkell,  killed  a  fine 
clean  run  sea  trout  in  Craigdale  of  lib.,  and  he  had  a 
number  of  yellow  trout,  one  of  which  weighed  lib. ;  he 
also  landed  a  kelt  salmon.  Snow  and  hail  have  fallen  this 
afternoon,  Wednesday,  and  the  temperature  is  cold  and 
unfavourable  for  sport.  The  rivers,  however,  should 
be  in  good  order  for  next  week,  and  there  should 
be  a  fair  chance  of  sport  for  those  fishing  over  the 
Easter  holidays.  Sea  trout  are  running  early  this 
season,  but  not  much  sport  is  expected  among  these 
fish  until  next  month.  The  Nith— The  sport  on  this 
river  has  been  confined  to  a  few  yellow  trout  taken  in  the 
Cairo  Galloway.— Poor  sport  has  been  the  rule  in  the 
waters  of  this  district  this  week.  Weather  very  unsettled 
and  cold.— Heatherbell. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— Since  my  last  notes  the  sport 
got  on  these  rivers  with  the  trout  has  been  very  good,  the 
quantity  of  baskets  taken  being  numerous,  and  in  some 
cases  heavy,  while  several  individual  trout  have  scaled  as 
much  as  from  fib.  to  lib.  and  ljlb.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  a  tremendous  quantity  of  grayling  in 
both  rivers.  Never  before  were  so  many  of  these 
fish  seen  here.  The  volume  of  water  in  both 
streams,  up  till  this  (Wednesday)  morning  — when 
we  had  a  flood  of  nearly  five  feet— was  all  that 
could  be  desired  by  the  angler,  and  the  weather 
having  also  improved,  fly  fishing  has  been  successful.  The 
salmon  fisher,  too,  has  had  a  fair  slice  of  luck,  and  with 
the  further  run  of  fish  which  has  taken  place  with  the 
above  mentioned  rise  in  both  rivers  good  sport  should  take 
place  when  the  rivers  fine  down  to  angling  size.  On  the 
Floors  Castle  upper  water,  on  the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  J.  C.  A. 
Nix  London,  killed  four  spring  salmon,  of  51b.,  51b.,  /  Jib., 
and  8ilb  •  on  the  8th  he  had  one  of  61b.  ;  and  on  the  10th 
he  had  one  of  101b.  Several  fish  have  also  been  got  on  the 
Birgham  water  (Lord  Home's)  ranging  from  51b.  up  to 
101b  On  the  Hendersydo  water  (Sir  Richard  J.  Waldie- 
Griftiths,  Bart.),  on  the  5th  inst.,  Mr.  Thomas  Pnngle, 
West  Wood  Cottage,  Kelso,  had  one  fish  of  18^1b.  and  one 
of  81b.  •  Mr.  James  Kerss,  Sprouston,  on  the  following 
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Tuesday  had  one  of  81b.  on  the  same  waters ;  Wednesday, 
he  had  one  of  91b.  ;  and  on  Thursday,  Mr.  Pnngle  had  one 
basket  of  151b.  of  trout,  there  being  in  all  four  and  a^alt 
dozen.    On  the  lower  Floors  water,  on  the  13th,  Lord 
Robert  Innes  Ker  (youngest  brother  of  the  present  Duke 
of  Roxburghe)  killed  lis  first  salmon,  weighing  81b.  and 
he  also  ran  and  landed  a  large,  unclean  fish,  which  was 
again  returned.    This  youthful  angler  is  only  twelve  years 
of  age.    The  most  successful  amongst  the  trout  were  the 
following:  Jas.  Robertson,  31b.;  J.   Messer,  3Jlb. ;  R. 
Robertson,  3Jlb. ;  Jas.   Mabon,   31b.;    A.  Middlemas, 
8Mb.;   T.   Messer,   61b.;  C.    Farquharson,   8Jlb. ;  J. 
Stewart,  31b. ;  J.  Robson,  31b. ;  W.   Shiell,   31b. ;  C. 
Farquharson,  (12th)  151b.  ;  A.  Middlemas,  61b.  13th, 
James    Robson,    61b.;     C.    Farquharson,    8|lb.  ;  E. 
G.    Bond,  31b.  up  to    81b.  and    101b.;    J.  Wright, 
Sprouston,   14|lb  ;    James  Steel,   lljlb. ;   A.  Taylor, 
Sprosuton,   4Jlb. ;    D.   Maxwell,   Kelso,  441b.  ;  Adam 
Denholm,  4Jlb. ;    George  Lees,  jun.,   lOJlb. ;  Robert 
Robertson,  81b.;  J.  T.  Thompson,  61b.  ;  R.  Ormiston, 
741b. ;  Jas.    Affleck,    10£lb.  ;    Robert  Affleck,    4|lb.  ; 
A.   McCutcheon,   sen.,  31b.  ;  Jas.    Steel,  '  jun.,  7flb.  ; 
Robert  Hogarth,  8|lb.  ;  Jas.  Chisbolm,  jun.,  541b. ;  James 
Young,  241b.    Angling  on  the  Blackadder,  with  fly, 
Mr.  Andrew  Hogarth  in  four  hours  had  1241b.  of  nice, 
well-conditioned  trout.    Mr.  Kidston,  Sunderland,  had  a 
take  of  151b.  on  the  same  stream.    Other  takes  of  from 
21b.    up  to  51b.    have    also    been    got.     Mr.  James 
Hogg  Kelso,  on  the  Eden,  Tweed,  and  Teviot,  has  had 
takes 'of  from  41b.  up  to  121b.    The  produce  of  the  Tweed 
net  fishings  during  the  past  week  has  been  a  little  better 
than  the  previous  week.    The  catches  of  salmon  and  trout 
remain  almost  equal,  the  heaviest  fish  got  was  181b. 
Prices  for  both  salmon  and  trout  on  Saturday  were  2s.  6d. 
per  lb.  each.    At  the  same  time  last  year  they  were  : 
Salmon,  Is.  lOd. ;  and  trout,  2s.  per  lb— Maxwheel. 
IRISH. 

Caragh  Lake.— Fishing  during  past  week  has  been 
very  good,  especially  on  the  upper  waters.  At  Mrs. 
Breen's  Hotel,  Glencar :  5th,  Mr.  Noller,  two  salmon; 
9th,  Mr.  Adlercron,  one,  81b.  ;  Col.  Kirkwood,  one, 
81b.;  10th,  Prof.  Jupp,  101b.  salmon;  Mr.  Noller,  101b. 
salmon  ;  12th,  Col.  Kirkwood,  101b.  salmon ;  Mr.  Gabriel, 
one,  101b.  salmon.  Good  trout  fishing  on  the  lake  and 
lower  waters. — S.  C. 

Lough  Currane,  &c.  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Sport  has  fallen  off  owing  to  wild  and  wet  weather.  On 
two  days  no  boats  could  possibly  go  out,  owing  to  a  gale  of 
wind  and  rough  water.  A  few  salmon  have  been  taken  when 
the  weather  was  favourable.  The  brown  trout  fishing  is  now 
giving  fine  sport  to  anglers  using  suitable  flies.  As  many 
as  two  dozen  good  trout  have  been  frequently  taken,  and, 
when  the  weather  gets  more  seasonable,  even  better  sport 
will  ensue.  On  the  mountain  lakes  brown  trout  fishing 
has  given  fine  sport  during  the  week.  The  following  were 
the  best  baskets  recorded  since  last  report  :  On  Lough 
Drenane,  one  of  three  dozen  brown  trout;  on  Cum- 
meravanig,  one  of  sixty-one  ;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  fifty- 
nine  ;  on  Coppal,  one  of  thirty-four ;  on  Coomcatcum,  one  of 
forty-seven;  on  Lough  Brickdarrig,  one  of  sixty-eight; 
and  on  Filealougha,  one  of  forty.  The  Rivers  Inny  and 
Cummeragh  are  now  in  fine  angling  order,  and  good  baskets 
of  brown  trout  have  been  taken  on  both.  Salmon  are  fairly 
numerous  on  the  Cummeragh,  but  no  salmon  anglers  have 
been  out  on  it  this  season  yet.  On  Waterville  River 
worm  fishers  had  good  sport  at  the  "  White  Wall  "  and 
TJarrigroe  on  Saturday.  Salmon  continue  to  come  up 
Waterville  River  in  good  numbers,  and  grilse  and  sea  trout 
are  expected  to  arrive  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 
Weather  at  time  of  writing  very  fine,  and  prospects  all 
round  much  better.— Thomas  J.  Dennehy. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina).— Weather  very 
much  against  anglers.  Mr.  E.  F.  Bisshopps  took  a 
salmon,  191b.,  in  Rock  Pool ;  and  Mr.  Fausberry,  a  salmon, 
131b.,  in  Garden  Pool,  and  another,  111b.,  in  Ash  Tree 
Pool.  There  is  a  good  many  salmon  in  the  pools.  Decent 
weather  is  all  we  require  to  have  good  sport.  Trout 
anglers  on  lough  are  doing  fairly  well.  Capt.  Eustace 
Gunness  and  boatman  killed,  in  eight  days,  sixty-six 
trout,  551b.;  Mr.  E.  Bent,  in  nine  days,  fifty-one  trout, 
391b.  ;  Mr.  Sole,  in  five  days,  thirty-four  trout,  321b. ; 
Mr.  Cross,  in  eleven  days,  sixty-five  trout,  581b.  Grey 
Badger,  Claret,  Golden  Olive  flies  are  taking  best.— Pat 
Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).  — A  week  ot  almost 
continual  rain  ;  to-day  (Wednesday),  a  heavy  shower  of 
hail  followed  by  some  snow.  The  weather,  however,  is  not 
cold.  On  Prospect  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed :  7th,  one, 
salmon,  101b.  ;  l8th,  one  salmon,  181b.  On  Hermitage, 
Master  Piers  Jones  killed  :  12th,  one  salmon,  181b. ;  13th, 
one  salmon,  291b.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  A.  W.  Cox  killed  : 
7th,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  the  Worldsend  Mr.  C. 
Vansittart  killed:  10th,  one  salmon,  241b.;  13th,  two 
salmon,  841b.  and  lljlb.. — John  Enriqht  and  Son. 

CLUBS. 

Clapham  Junction    Angling    Society,  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 

Our  twenty-third  animal  dinner  and  distribution  ot  prizes 
will  take  place  at  the  above  society  on  Monday,  May  10,  at 
8  p.m.  punctually.  Tickets,  2s.  6d.  each.  Wo  have 
vacancies  for  a  few  more  gentlemen  who  wish  to  ioin  a 
good  society.-G.  T.  Jameson. 

Oresham  Angling  Society,  Masons  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C. — Mr.  R.  Snare 
occupied  the  chair  at  a  well  attended  meeting  on  Tuesday, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  business  was  got  through. 
The  event  of  the  evening  was  a  most  entertaining  paper, 
read  by  Mr.  C.  Dunlop,  entitled ' '  The  Lost  Ring,"  for  which 
a  most  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  afterwards  accorded  him. 
On  Tuesday  next  a  sub-committee  of  sevon  will  visit  a  now 
piece  of  private  water  and  report  on  it.    Two  new  m«m- 
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Debate  on  Our  Food  Supplies  in  Time  of  War.    IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS  on  Tuesday,  April  6,  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  in  seconding  the  Resolution —  - 

proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Seton  Karr,  M.P.,  and  accepted  by  the  Government — referred  in  flattering  terms  to  Mr.  Marston's  book,  and  by  permission  of  the  House 

read  some  extracts  from  it. 

Mr.  GEORGE  J.  S.  BROOMHALL,  Editor  of  the  "Corn  Trade  Year-Book,"  "Corn  Trade  News,"  "Milling,"  &c,  writes  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  on  April  7  as 

follows  :  "  Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  write  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  excellence  of  your  work,  '  War,  Famine,  and  our  Food 

Supply.'    It  could  not  have  been  done  better  by  any  one,  and  probably  not  as  well.'' 

THE  MILLER,  April  5,  1897  :  "  Mr.  Robert  B.  Marston  is  already  well  known  as  the  author  of  what  may  be  termed  an  automatic  granary  scheme.  .  .  .  This  is 
in  many  ways  a  most  remarkable  work.  It  is  a  real  contribution  to  the  gravest  problem  whcch  can  engage  the  attention  of  British 
Statesmen.    .    .    .    The  author's  style  is  always  clear  and  vigorous,  and  rises  in  many  passages  to  real  eloquence.    There  is  a  genuine  and  unmistakable 

patriotic  ring  from  one  end  of  the  book  to  the  other." 

PRIMROSE  LEAGUE  GAZETTE. — "  Invaluable  to  all  political  students." 

THE  NAVY  LEAGUE  JOURNAL. — "  Mr.  Marston  is  a  keen  and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  Navy  League,  and  in  publishing  this  little  book  he  is  doing 


country  good  service, 
popular  price.' 


his 

Merits  the  deepest  attention.    It  is  brightly  written,  full  of  facts,  and  illustrated,  and  it  is  published  at  a  thoroughly 


THE  DAILY  MAIL. — "  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  is  a  man  of  keen  perception,  whose  views  on  such  a  practical  and  important  subject  as  our  food  supply  in  war 
time  are  worthy  of  earnest  consideration.  His  statistics  and  his  arguments  in  the  present  volume  are  of  high  value  at  the  moment.  They  are 
thorough,  and,  in  the  main,  convincing.  He  shows  that  for  over  seventeen  out  of  the  twenty-fiye  million  quarters  of  wheat  forming  our  total  import 
in  a  year,  we  are  absolutely  dependent  upon  North  America,  and  Russia.  He  wants  us  to  remove  from  America  and  Russia  the  power  to  starve  us 
into  submission  by  withholding  from  us  our  daily  bread.  .  .  .  The  scheme  may  appear  Utopian,  but  Mr.  Marston  certainly  makes  out  that  it  would 
be  practicable,  and  it  at  least  deserves  the  attentive  study  of  all  economists.  While  urging  the  adoption  of  such  a  plan  of  self-protection,  Mr.  Marston 
wisely  holds  that  the  greatest  factor  for  peace  is  an  invincible  fleet." 

THE  STANDARD. — "  Mr.  Robert  Marston  has  opinions  and  the  courage  of  them,  and  both  leap  to  light  when  he  takes  up  his  parable  concerning  '  War,  Famine,  and 
our  Food  Supply'  (Sampson  Low).  The  book  may  be  described  as  an  expansion,  with  fresh  facts  and  statistics,  and  other  more  or  less  relevant  details,  of 
an  article  on  a  proposed  storage  of  wheat  in  fortified  granaries  which  Mr.  Marston  contributed  in  the  beginning  of  last  year  to  one  of  the  leading  Reviews. 
The  proposal,  which  had  at  least  the  charm  of  novelty,  attracted  considerable  attention,  and  it  will  be  within  the  recollection  of  our  readers  that  several 
letters  for  and  against  the  scheme  appeared  in  our  columns,  and  thesa,  whether  hostile  or  favourable,  are  reprinted  in  the  present  pages.  .  .  .  The  plan 
which  Mr.  Marston  suggests  is  the  gradual  collection  of  a  reserve  of  corn  equal  to  one  year's  import,  and  its  automatic  renewal  by  a  process  of  compulsory 
exchange  with  the  new  corn  as  it  arrives  from  abroad.  Mr.  Marston's  plan  is  not  one  to  be  lightly  dismissed,  though  it  seems  to  us  to  bristle  with  practical 
difficulties." 

THE  BRITISH  TRADE  JOURNAL. — ;"  Mr.  Marston  states  our  present  precarious  position  with  admirable  clearness  and  force." 

THE  SHIPPING  WORLD. — "  In  a  desultory  kind  of  way  something  is  said  from  time  to  time  of  our  dependence  upon  foreign  powers  for  food,  and  of  the  serious 

consequences  of  such  dependence  in  the  event  of  war.  But  never  has  the  question  been  so  fully  brought  before  the  public  mind  as  in  the  new  book  of  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston.    .   .    .   We  feel  very  emphatically  that  he  has  rendered  a  national  service." 

COMMERCE. — "  A  vital  subject.  Apart  from  its  abstract  merits,  the  complete  earnestness  of  this  book  is  worthy  of  recognition  and  respect.  .  .  .  We  welcome  the 
book  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  a  momentous  question,  and  we  hope  that  Mr.  Marston,  and  those  who  think  with  him,  may  succeed  in  getting  the  subject 
further  ventilated  until  public  opinion  makes  its  pressure  felt  upon  the  Government.  There  are,  of  course,  other  schemes  afloat  for  the  same  object,  and  our 
author  gives  generous  acknowledgment  to  the  merits  of  Mr.  Yerburgh's  proposals.    The  book  is  written  in  a  clear  and  businesslike  way." 

EDINBURGH  EVENING  NEWS.  -"  Full  of  most  interesting  reading."  THE  MORNING. 


-"  Full  of  most  interesting  reading." 
TRUTH. — "  I  cxn  only  hope  the  book  will  be  widely  read." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE.-  "  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  publisher,  is  a  great  authority  on  auglin^ 


Well  worth  attention. 


he  is  now  an  authority  of  no  meau  sort  on  our  food  supply,  especially 


in  war  time.    .    .    .    Very  ingenious." 

WEEKLY  SUN. — '.'  Mr.  Marston  crystallises  his  very  wide  grasp  of  the  subject  in  his  book.    .    .    .    We  fancy  it  will  prove  the  handbook  of  many  public  speakers." 

LAND  AND  WATER. — ''We  can  toll  Mr.  Marston  we  rejoico,  not  so  much  over  his  opinions  as  because  lie  has  8et  himself ,  and  incidentally  an  important  and 
powerful  publishing  house,  to  take  an  interest  in  the  subject.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  is  ono  of  the  chief  proprietors  of  tho  firm  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and 
Co.,  figuratively  speaking,  one  of  the  great  telephones  connecting  thought  of  the  day  with  tho  ears  of  the  public.  .  .  .  We  arc  quito  sure  tho  author  of 

'  War,  Famine,  and. Our  Food  Supply  '  has  not  oxpressed  his  final  thoughts  yet." 

LLOYD'S  WEEKLY. — "  Should  be  read  by  all  who  desire  to  know  something  of  tho  difficulties  of  feeding  a  great  nation." 

BOOKSELLER. — "  Mr.  Marston's  pioposal  deservos  the  careful  attention  of  tho  authorities  concerned.  Wo  need  now  only  say  that  he  develops  his  argumont  with 
much  skill,  and  that  his  book  is  full  of  useful  and  important  information.  As  it  is  published  at  the  comparatively  low  prioo  of  half-a-crown,  it  ought  to 
be  read  very  widely.    It  is  illustrated  with  drawings  of  tho  suggested  national  granaries,  and  tho  diagram  showing  our  comparative  food  imports  from 

foreign  countries  and  from  our  colonies  makes  a  very  striking  and  suggestive  frontispiece." 
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bers  were'proposed.  Mr.  Norjnan  and  Mr.  Beiitley  each 
piesented  a  book  to  the  library.  There  will  be  no  meet- 
ing next  week,  but  on  Tuesday,  27th,  the  members  will 
relate  some  of  their  holiday  experiences.— E.  C.  C. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.— 
A;ery  little  angling  news  has  come  to  light  during  the  past 
week,  though  the  weather  has  been  favourable  to  the 
rene'ition,  but  most  likely  anglers  have  been  lying  back  to 
be  the  more  ready  for  the  Easter  holidays.  On  Easter 
Mondav  we  go  to  the  Vyrnwy,  at  Llangmynech,  where 
the  trout  are  rep-rted  to  be  in  good  conditiou.  I  wrote  to 
the  clerk  of  the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators  in  respect 
to  the  close  time  for  coarse  fish  in  the  Vyrnwy,  and  he 
replied  :  "  The  Vyrniew  has  been  exempted  by  the  Board 
from  the  provisions  of  the  Freshwater  Fishery  Act,  1878, 
and  fishing  for  coarse  fish  is  legal  in  the  Vyrniew  during 
close  time."  I  saw  a  20lb.  pike  which  had  been  sent  to 
Mr.  H.  Cox  to  be  set  up.  It  was  a  well  fed  fish,  but  was 
verv  heavy  in  spawn. — R.  Wooleall. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden.— Our  annual  dinner  will 
be  held  at  the  Holborn  Restauraunt,  on  April  27. 
Charge  for  tickets  the  same  as  last  year.  T.  Cruniplen, 
Esq.  ("  Old  Izaak"),  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the 
chair.    We  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. — Pelican. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith.— On  April  13  we 
had  a  good  attendance  of  members,  and  much  useful 
business  was  transacted.  Mr.  J.  Talbot,  our  chairman, 
has  during  the  last  fortnight  introduced  thirteen  new  mem 
bers,  viz.,  Messrs.  A.  Wilson,  J.  Hillier,  H.  Bedford,  G 
Webb,  C.  Heartfield,  and  others.— E.  Jennings. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Palmerston  Arms, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  S.E.— At  our  quarterly  meeting,  held 
on  Tuesday  night,  the  prizes  were  distributed,  and  the 
following  members  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  • 
Mr.  Cork,  chairman;  Mr.  Gordon, vice-chairman ;  Messr 
Turnbull,  J.  Papworth,  delegates;  Mr.  Bull,  treasurer; 
Mr.  Papworth,  Secretary.  The  rest  of  the  evening  was 
devoted  to  harmony.— J.  B.  Papworth. 


the  Easter  holidays.  There  has  been  pleasant  trout  fishing 
in  many  waters,  notably  the  Wharfe,  Yore,  Swale,  and 
Nidd.  In  the  latter  river  the  water  is  in  splend'd  order 
for  fly  those  most  iu  use  being  the  February  Brown, 
Little  Brown,  Blue  Drake,  and  Needle  Brown.  Some 
nice  catche3  are  reported  from  the  Knaresborough 
lengths  of  the  Nidd.  The  Wharfe  in  the  Otley  and 
Tadcaster  districts  has  run  low  and  clean.  The  trout 
have  c:>me  well  up  into  the  stream,  but  hive  thus  far  taken 
the  naturals  onlv  moderately  well.  There  has  been  good 
eel  fishing  around  Tadcaster.  If  heavy  rains  hold  oft 
between  now  and  next  week  some  good  baskets  of  trout 
ought  to  be  taken  home,  for  fish  are  plentiful-,  well  on  the 
move,  and  eager  for  food.  Those  already  secured  since 
the  season  opened  have  mostly  been  in  fine  condition, 
though  rather  small.  The  best  lures  for  trout  at  the 
present  time  are  the  following:  March  Brown,  Spanish 
Needle  Partridge  and  Yellow,  Dark  Watchet,  aud  Sand 
Fly  The  Blue  Partridge  (tail  fly),  Waterhen  Bloa, 
Poult  Bloa,  and  Stone  Midge  (droppers)  will  also  be  found 
an  effective  cast. 


gofUngs  bp  il>e 

The  Piscatorial  Society  deserves  to  be  complimented  on 
its  issue  of  as  neat  a  little  annual  (1897)  as  could  be 
published.  A  small  book,  bound  in  red  cloth,  of  pocket 
size,  and  comprising  fifty-five  pages  sets  forth  not  only 
the  rules  of  the  society,  list  of  subscnbmgand  honorary 
members,  but  also  a  list  of  officers,  regulations  tor  the^\  er 
and  Keuuet  waters  (belonging  to  the  society),  list  ot  chair- 
men of  annual  dinners,  regulations  for  the  capture  and 
weighing-in  of  fish,  specimen  prizes,  challenge  cups  and 
special  prizes,  record  cups,  former  prize  winners,  contents 
of  museum,  pictures,  &c,  catalogue  of  library  books,  &c. 
The  book  is  an  excellent  model  for  other  societies  which 
can  afford  to  "  take  a  leaf  "  out  of  it. 


PROVINCIAL  NOTES. 

(Continued  on  p.  283.) . 
FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Not  a  great  deal  of  angling  has  been  done  during  the 
past  week  by  Sheffield  rodsters,  though  a  few  of  them 
kave  accounted  for  some  nice  fish,  taken  from  the  Sheaf  at 
Millhouses  and  Totiey.    A  few  of  the  members  of  the 
Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  visited  the  private  waters 
in  the  Amber  on  Friday  last,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
very  cold  character  of  the  weather  they  were  unable  to 
obtain  much  sport,  and  only  a  few  fish  were  caught.  In 
the  upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent  some  nice  trout  have 
been  caught  by  means  of  brandling  worms,  dock  grubs, 
and  maggots,  and  Sheffield  anglers  have  had  a  fair 
share  of  the  sport.     At  Yorkshire  Bridge  some  nice 
fish  have  been  caught,  whilst  the  Darley  Dale  and  Chats- 
worth  Club  waters  have  provided  a  fair  amount  of  sport. 
The  past  trout  breeding  season  at  the  Hollow  Meadows 
dam,  just  outside  Sheffield,  has  been  the  most  successful 
ever  experienced,  as  no  less  than  95  per  cent,  of  the  fish 
have  been  hatched.    Early  on  in  the  year  some  mrgnificent 
yearling  trout— numbering  between  3000  and  4000 — were 
turned  into  the  dams,  and  the  prospects  for  the  present 
season  are  most  promising,  and  in  fact  are  better  to-day 
than  they  have  been  for  twenty  years.    It  is  hoped  that 
those  fishermen  who  are  fortunate  enough  during  the 
coming  season  to  obtain  privilege  tickets  will  prove  them- 
selves genuine  sportsmen,  they  will  find  some  of  the  finest 
fishing  in  the  district,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  with  proper 
care  the  waters  should  not  be  as  good  as,  or  even  better, 
than  any  within  20  miles  of  Sheffield.    On  the  occasion  of 
the  last  public  letting  of  fishing  rights  in  the  Middle  Level 
Drains,  Cambs,  some  extraordinary  prices  were  realised, 
the  fisheries  realising  £150  pr-r  annum,  as  against  £41  15s. 
three  years  ago.   For  several  pieces  of  water  for  which 
£2  per  year  was  formerly  paid,  the  Sheffield  Angling 
Association  had  to  pay  £15  per  year,  and  for  another  piece 
of  water  they  had  to  pay  £35.    Fishermen  next  season  will 
probably  appreciate  the  value  of  the  fish  when  they  catch 
them.    On  Thursday  last  an  old  Sheffield  worthy,  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  William  Brittlebank,  who  for  twenty-five 
years  was  the  lessee  of  the  Alexandra  Theatre,  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.    He  m  s  an  ardent 
fisherman,  and  during  the  season  rarely  missed  having  a 
day's  fishing  each  week.    His  favourite  sport  was  coarse 
fishing,  and  he  was  splendid  company,  being  possessed  of 
a  fund  of  good  humour  and  an  inexhaustible  store  of  good 
stories. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Shropshire  anglers  generally  look  forward  to  the  Easter 
holidays  as  a  suitable  time  for  commencing  operations,  and 
if  the  weather  be  anything  like  favourable,  rods  will  be 
out  in  force  on  Monday.  The  water  is  in  good  order,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  fair  trout  fishing  being 
obtainable.  The  season  has  opened  satisfactorily,  and  a 
good  number  of  trout,  weighing  from  lib.  to  41b.,  have 
been  taken  This  speaks  well  for  the  re-stocking  opera- 
tions of  the  Shropshire  Angling  Association,  for  the 
majority  of  the  fish  caught  have  been  *Loch  Levtns  and 
other  imported  breeds.  During  the  holidays  the  fords 
between  Shrawardine  and  Shrewsbury  will  doubtless  be 
well  fished,  while  below  the  county  town  tin  more  con- 
venient localities,  notably  Uffin<ton,  Atcham,  Cound,  and 
CrefSage,  will  be  visited.  The  weather  has  up  to  the 
present  been  too  cold  for  fly  fishing,  and  the  use  of  the 
natural  or  artificial  minnow  is  therefore  recommended. 
FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  rivers  generally  have  run  down  considerrbly  during 
the  past  week,  and  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  sport  for 


THE  ANCHOR  FISHING  SOCIETY. 
As  briefly  stated  last  week,  the  annual  dinner  of  this 
society  was  held  at  the  Blue  Anchor,  Kingston-on-Thames, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  when  about  fifty  members  and 
friends  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner,  served  by  Host 
Welton.  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  in  the  absence  of  the 
pres'dent  of  the  society  (Mr.  G.  H.  Howard),  occupied 
the  chair,  and  was  supported  by  Messrs.  H.  Pincott  Hill 
(in  the  vice-chair),  G.  E.  Caton,  H.  J.  Swiney,  W. 
Gordon,  W.  H.  Syme,  A.  C.  Nuthall,  H.  G.  Hankins, 
P  J  Collins,  McL.  Collins,  R.  Howse  (hon.  sec),  H. 
Purdue,  Norman,  Saunders,  M.  Eniight,  A.  Wells,  and 

others.  jj.it.- 

The  loyal  toasts  having  been  honoured,  the  chairman 
gave  "  The  Anchor  Fishing  Society."  He  congratulated 
the  society  on  its  flourishing  condition,  and  hoped  that  the 
society  would  continue  to  prosper.  (Applause.)  He  was 
sure  they  all  regretted  the  illness  of  their  esteemed  presi- 
dent, but  he  was  pleased  to  tell  them  that  Mr.  Howard  was 
going  on  favourably,  and  hoped  shoitly  to  be  with  tbetn 
again.  He  then  referred  to  the  proposed  amalgamation 
of  the  Central  and  Anglers'  Associations,  which  is  sup- 
ported by  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  and  the  Anchor 
Society,  and  proposed,  with  their  permission,  to  send  a 
telegram  that  evening  to  the  chairman  of  the  unity 
meeting  at  the  King  William  IV.,  Wandsworth-ioad, 
wishing  every  success  to  unity.    This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pincott  Hill  having  responded  to  this  toast,  the 
chairman  proposed  the  health  of  the  president,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard,  which  was  drunk  with  musical  honours. 

The  vice-chairman  next  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Prize 
Winners,"  after  which  the  chairman  presented  the  prizes, 
and  announced  that  over  £10  had  been  promised  m  prizes 
for  the  forthcoming  season. 

Other  toasts  were  "  Kindred  Societies,  proposed  by 
Mr  P.  J.  Collins,  aud  responded  to  by  Mr.  H.  G. 
Hankins,  on  behalf  of  the  Kingston  Piscitorial  Society 
and  the  Thames  Re-stocking  Association;  "The  Hon. 
Secretary  and  other  Officers,"  proposed  by  the  vice-chair- 
man, and  acknowledged  by  Mr.  R.  Howse  and  Mr,  McL. 
Collins;  "  The  Visitors,"  proposed  by  the  vice  chairman, 
coupled  with  the  name  of  Mr.  M.  Gordon;  "The  ^Chair- 
man," "  The  Press,"  and  "  The  Host  and  Hostess. 

Messrs.  M.  Enright,  A.  C.  Nuthall,  G.  Ambrose, 
Hedger,  Mumford,  McL.  Collins,  Whitefoot,  and  S.  C. 
Bryant 'sustained  an  excellent  musical  programme,  and 
altogether  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 

A  collection  was  made  in  the  room  in  aid  of  the  Mayor 
of  Kingston's  Hospital  fund,  a  sum  of  £3  being  the 
result. 


The  difficulty  between  the  Gresham  Angling  Society 
and  Dr.  Patterson  was  discussed  on  Tuesday,  when  it  was 
conceded  by  the  society  that  a  misunderstanding  existed 
which  rendered  it  desirable  that  Dr.  Patterson  should  be 
asked  to  reconsider  his  proposed  resignation,  it  being  the 
feeling  of  the  meeting  that  the  members,  as  a  body,  would 
be  sorry  for  him  to  have  to  separate  himself  from  that 
membership  which  has  been  honourable  and  agreeable  to 
all  patties. 

 >♦*♦<  

The  opening  of  the  Thames  trout  fishing  season  has 
been  marked  in  the  usual  manner  by  the  loss  of  at  least 
one  good  fish  through  defective  tackle,  or  the  undue  haste 
and  violence  at  the  supreme  moment  of  striking,  which 
even  the  most  experienced  anglers  are  apt  to  indulge  in 
before  they  have  fairly  warmed  to  their  work.  In  one  case 
of  the  kind,  the  effect  on  the  angler's  professional  attendant 
was  so  disconcerting  as  to  call  for  much  more  than  the 
usual  amount  of  liquid  restorative,  and  to  check  any 
tendency  to  a  "flow  of  language"  on  the  pirt  of  the 
angler  himself.    "  Sweet  are  the  uses  of  adversity  ! 

Complaint  has  reached  me,  too,  of  a  Thames  pro- 
fessional fishing  on  his  own,  an  altogether  resrettable 
practice,  to  wf  atever  cause  it  may  be  attributable.  It  is 
not  a  good  advertisement  for  a  man  who  wants  paying 
clients.  .  .  .  ^  , 

Writing  from  Marlow-on-Thames,  Mr.  C.  L.  Mathews, 
referring  to  "  Silver  Bleak's  "  notes  on  Thames  trouting, 
remarks  :  "  If  the  angler  attempts  to  fish  some  weirs  from 
the  top— which  is,  I  take  it,  what  "  S.  B."  means— he  will 
certainly  lose  plenty  of  tackle,  unless  he  has  some  one  to 
tell  him  where  to  run  a  bait  or  spin  ;  but,  what  is  of  more 
import,  should  he  decide  to  attempt  a  weir  ponl  in  a  boat, 
why,  then,  without  a  trusty  guide,  he  would,  to  put  it 
mildly,  be  doing  a  very  foolish  thing.  No  man  should 
enter  a  weir  pool— certainly  not  at  this  time  of  the  year, 
when  the  water  is  high  and  wild— unless  he  knows  every 
inch  of  it.  I  have  in  my  mind  more  lavticubrly  Mario w 
Weir  and  Temple  Weir,  the  former  being  fishable  from 
top  (by  ticket),  the  latter  being  private,  but  fishable  by 
boat.  There  are  fishermen  here  who  know  all  the  likely 
places.  The  Coxes,  the  Costers,  and  Harry  Rockwell  are 
all  men  who  may  put  an  angler  on  to  a  fish,  but  it  is  well  to 
bear  in  mind  there  is  no  royal  road  to  taking  fish,  Humes 
trout  most  of  all." 

 >♦♦■»<  

The  Lea  Conservancy  "have  no  objection,  from  the 
first  of  May,  to  allow  aDgling  with  rod  and  line  (daytime 
only)  for  eels  in  the  river  Lea."  The  conservators  have 
been  asked  and  anglers  have  received.  But  there  are  two 
opinions  as  to  the  wisdom  for  allowing  eel  catchers  to  be 
at  work  during  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish. 


EASTER  HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 
Great  Eastern  Railway. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce  cheap 
excursion  bookings  on  Thursday,  April  15,  from  London 
(Liverpool-street),  &c,  via  the  Cathedral  Cities  of  Ely 
and  Lincoln  to  Doncaster,  York,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Scar- 
b  rough,  Darlington,  Newcastle,  Berwick,  Edinborough, 
Glasgow,  &c  ;  also  to  the  principal  towns  served  by 
their    trains   in    Cambridge,    Norfolk,    and  Suffolk. 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  in  advance  at  the  company's 
West-end  offices,  2,  Cockspur-street,  Trafalgar- square  ; 
51,  New  Oxford-street;  215,  Edgware-road ;   and  120, 
Br'ompton-road ;   and  at   their  other  City  and  West- 
end  booking  offices.    In  addition  to  relieving  trains, 
special  trains  will  be   run    from    Liverpool-street  on 
Thursday  at  8. 20  a.m.,  1.30,4.10,  and7.12p.m.  to  Ipswich, 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  &c.  ;  and  at  1.30  p.m.  to  Norwich, 
Cromer,  &c.  Jn  Good  Friday,  at  5.10  a.m.,  to  Colchester, 
Ipswich,  &c.  ;  and  at  8.55  a.m.  to  Ipswich,  Yarmouth. 
Lowestoft,  &c.     For  the    accommodation    of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday, 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
11.55  p.m.  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge  ;  and  at  12.25  a  m. 
for  Yarmouth  and  Lowestoft,  via  Ipswich,  calling  at  the 
principal  intermediate   stations.     On  Easter  Monday, 
special  excursion  trains  will  run  from  St.  Pancras  to  Cam- 
bridge, Ely,  and  Yarmouth,  and  from  Liverpool-street  to 
Southend-on  Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  to  Epping 
Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  House.    A  special  service 
of  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- 
street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to  Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liver- 
pool-street to  Rye  House.    An  early  train  will  leave 
Clacton-on-Sea,  Walton-on-Naze,  and  Colchester  on  Tues- 
day,  April  20,  due  at  Liverpool-street  at  9.1  a.m. 


From  Mildenhall  come3  the  news  that  a  celebrated- 
even  world  renowned— angler,  and  angling  writer,  has 
visited  the  Bull  Hotel.  Mr.  Howes  took  him  up  the  liver 
on  Saturday,  and  in  spite  of  "  gusty  "  weather  he  caught, 
with  the  fly,  three  trout,  largest  31b.  He  will  be  "at 
work"  (after  he  has  seen  the  paper  to  press)  with  the  fly 
during  the  Easter  recess  ;  more  p  >wer  to  his  elb  >w  !  May 
hecipture  one  of  121b.  There  are  several  of  that  weight, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  has  "  spotted  "  them. 

In  consequence  of  the  third  Monday  in  April  falling  on 
Easter  Monday— or  vice  ver$&— the  monthly  delegate 
meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Association  will  be  held  at 
Foresters'  Hall,  Clerken well-road,  on  Monlay  evening,, 
April  26. 

 »♦♦■»<  

"  The  warship  of  to-day,"  says  the  "  Navy  League 
Journal,"  "  is  still,  fortunately,  an  experiment.  No  one 
quite  knows  how  the  battleships  and  cruisers  of  1890 
would  stand  the  test  of  action.  They  are  complicated 
and  elaborate  machines,  which  can  only  with  difficulty  be 
handled  by  a  single  man.  The  old  three-decker,  or 
frigate,  was  not  subject  to  the  paralysis  which  would 
inevitably  result  if  the  conning  tower  was  struck  and  its 
inmates  killed.  For  a  minute  or  two  the  ship  must  be  left 
mas  erless,  and  then  comes  the  moment  for  torpedo  attack 
by  the  enemy.  But  in  one  respect  our  modern  ships  have 
a  vastadvantage.  They  can  face  the  fiercest  storm  so  long 
as  their  hulls  are  undamaged  by  shot  and  shell.  Much  non- 
sense has  been  spoken  aud  writ!  en  about  the  untrust  wort  hi- 
ness  of  the  ironclad  ;  and  yet,  out  of  over  a  hundred  built, 
how  many  have  we  lost  in  ihirty-seven  years  ?  Two  by 
collision,  and  one  through  instability  in  a  storm.  But 
the  last,  the  unhappy  Captain,  was  designed  by  amateurs, 
and  could  never  be  considered  a  sound  ship.  Repeatedly 
in  the  past,  with  ships  of  the  line,  we  have  lost  from  natural 
causes,  in  a  few  months,  more  sailing  battleships  than  we 
have  lost  ironclads  in  a  period  of  thirty-seven  years.' 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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"  Within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  main  stream  of 
old  Thames,"  says  the  Globe,  "  within  ten  miles  of  St. 
Paul's  Cathedral,  and  within  thirty  minutes  of  Waterloo 
is  a  stretch  of  greensward  with  ancient  cedars,  walnut, 
lime,  beech,  birch,  Scotch  fir,  and  chestnut  trees,  shad- 
ing a  moat  that  bisects  it,  the  same  moat  being  fed 
twice  daily  by  the  rising  tide  of  Thames.  Round  this 
greensward  is  a  ring  of  houses,  typically  suburban  in  detail, 
with  neat  little  gardens  behind  and  before,  and  most 
people  who  come  thither  house-hunting  say  what  a 
charming  place  this  little  house-encircled  park  would  be 
if  it  were  not  for  the  strip  of  water.  So  dangerous  for 
the  children,  you  know,  and  so  unhealthy  with  all  that 
green  stuff  Seating  in  it.  Dangerous  for  the  children,  and 
unhealthy  !  Harry,  aged  five,  falls  into  it  twice  a  month. 
He  screams  and  scrambles  out,  and  comes  home  dripping 
wet  to  tell  his  mother  of  his  prodigies  of  science  in 
swimming.  He  has  pushed  Victor,  aged  four,  into  the 
water  just  to  show  his  superiority.  And,  all  through  the 
summer  holidays,  when  they  have  not  been  paddling  in  the 
water  to  catch  fish,  they  have  been  trying  to  scoop  them 
up  with  their  hats,  so  they  always  manage  to  come  in  wet 
at  one  end  or  the  other.   But,  dangerous  ?    Ask  them. 

"And  as  for  unhealthiness  and  what  the  average 
suburban  house-hunter  describes  as  '  green  stuff  floating 
in  the  water,'  as  May  passes  into  June  those  flat  green 
discs  are  surmounted  by  the  fat  buds  of  yellow  and  white 
water-lilies ;  through  its  whorls  of  arrow-headed  leaves 
the  Sagittaria  thrusts  tall  spikes  of  delicate  three-petalled 
flowers  aloft,  the  water  peppermint  scents  each  passing 
breeze  that  blows  over  the  beds  of  blue  forget-me-not. 
Here  and  there  the  yellow  flag  Iris  blazes  among  the 
thickets  of  flowering  rush  and  reed.  Even  at  this  early 
season  the  marsh  marigold  makes  golden  patches  in  the 
curves  of  the  moat,  and  the  sallow  and  willow,  laden  with 
their  '  pussy '  blossoms,  bend  to  their  silken  reflecti  113  in 
the  water,  while  in  winter  the  alder  seeds  bring  the 
siskin  and  the  redpoll  to  enliven  the  scene  as  they  flock  to 
and  fro  with  tuneful  cluttering.  But  all  kinds  of  '  horrid 
insects  '  are  supposed  to  breed  in  water,  things  that  carry 
fever  through  open  bedroom  windows,  commit  suicide  in 
your  soup  in  summer  evenings,  and  bite  you  unawares 
through  the  meshes  of  your  hammock  ;  whereas  the  fact 
is  that  without  its  insects  our  backwater  would  be  as 
valueless  almost  as  dry  land. 


"  The  joy  of  a  child  who  rushes  in  with  dirty  hand  tightly 
clasping  his  first  '  water  boatman  '  must  be  seen  to  be 
understood.  And  as  for  the  weird  '  water  tigers  ' — 
larvae  of  the  waterbeetle — it  is  a  liberal  education  in  the 
laws  of  the  struggle  for  existence  to  see  them  eat  a  tadpole. 
There  are  water  scorpions,  too,  with  wondrous  pink-tioged 
wings,which  are  so  difficult  to  draw  out  of  their  wing-cases  ; 
and  water-spiders  diving  with  beaded  bubbles  winding 
at  their  tails,  and  water  snails  that  crawl  about  the  little 
hand  that  carries  them  ;  and,  above  all,  the  queer  caddis 
worms,  who  walk  about  under  the  water  in  their  self- 
built  suburban  residences  of  odds  and  ends.  A  caddis 
worm  left  in  tie  weedy  backwater  builds  his  house  of 
homogeneous  materials.  If  he  begins  to  make  it  of 
neatly-bitten-off  bits  (if  stalk  he  lives  in  stalks  for  the  rest 
of  his  larval  life,  adding  to  his  house  to  meet  the  demands 
of  his  growing  bulk.  If  he  builds  of  sand,  he  goes  sand- 
clad  to  the  end.  But  a  caddis  worm  transferred  to  a 
pickle-bottle  full  of  water  has  to  build  of  what  he  can  ; 
and  if  two  or  three  are  gathered  together,  the  biggest  and 
strongest  will  utilise  the  houses  of  the  others,  occupants 
and  all,  to  make  annexes  to  his  own  domicile.  Which 
things  please  the  juvenile  mind  to  witness." 

)H»(  

"  Silver  Bleak  "  last  week  gave  a  short  account  of 
"  How,  When,  and  Where  "  to  capture  a  Thames  trout. 
In  mentioning  a  few  names  of  professional  puntsmen,  he 
quoted  "  Harris,  at  Laleham"  but  it  was  made  to  read 
"  Saleham."  Another  inaccuracy  which  cannot  go 
uncorrected,  is  that  the  trout  season  on  the  Thames  closes 
on  Sept.  10,  not  Sept.  30,  as  misinterpreted. 


My  reference  a  few  weeks  ago  to  the  possible  conversion 
of  Kent  and  Sussex  into  another  "  Black  country  "  by  the 
establishment  of  coal  and  iron  industries,  has  received 
mournful  confirmation  from  the  more  recent  news  that 
experimental  boring  for  coal  is  being  prosecuted  near 
Tunbridge  Wells.  The  march  of  such  "  civilization  "  may 
be  inevitable  ;  but  none  the  less  it  opens  up  a  sad  prospect 
for  the  near  future  to  anglers  of  London  and  the  southern 
home  counties. 


The  "  egg  "  story  has  been  well  boiled,  but  the  more  it 
is  "  cooked  the  easier  of  digestion  it  becomes.  A  gentle- 
man, telling  his  hostess  that  he  liked  hard-boiled  eggs  for 
breakfast,  she  went  to  boil  them  herself.  When  so  engaged 
she  began  to  sing  the  well  known  hymn,  "  Rock  of  Ages," 
but  only  warbled  two  of  the  versus.  He  asked  her  why 
she  did  not  sing  the  third  verse.  "  Oh,  that's  not 
necessary."  was  her  reply.  "  Why  P  "  he  asked.  "  Oh, 
you  see,  was  her  reply,  "when  I  am  cooking  eggs  I 
always  sing  one  verse  for  soft  boiled  and  two  for  hard 
boiled." 

 »  »»<  <  

I  was  amused  (this  from  a  friend  who  cannot  spell 
"  Washington  ")  at  reading  in  the  F.  G.  a  short  time  ago 
the  account  of  the  little  dog  acting  as  landing  net.  It 
reminded  me  of  one,  a  little  Scotch  terrier,  I  had  some 
years  ago.  He  generally  went  with  me  fly  fishing,  and 
when  I  had  a  fish  on  he  used  to  get  in  a  very  excited  state, 
and  wanted  to  go  for  it,  but  I  would  not  let  him,  thinking 
he  wonld  knock  the  fish  off.  However,  one  day  for  the 
fun  of  the  thing  I  thought  I  would  let  him  go,  and  was 
much  surprised  at  the  quiet  way  he  went  to  work  and  took 


the  trout  gently  into  his  mouth,  and  brought  it  out  all 
right,  and  put  it  down  at  my  feet  without  any  injury  to 
the  fish ;  and  how  pleased  he  did  look,  and  I  was  very  much 
amused.  After  that  I  often  let  him  do  it,  and  I  never 
remember  his  losing  one. 

The  Castle  Hotel,  Hastings,  is  the  "  official  "  residence 
for  British  sea  anglers,  and  certainly  Mr.  Harry  Boyce 
does  all  in  his  power  to  make  anglers  comfortable.  It  may 
be  inferred  that  in  one  or  other  of  the  multitudinous  rooens 
of  the  "  Castle  "  anglers  do  congregate,  and  that,  over  a 
mild  cigarette  and  "  small  lemon,"  tiles  are  told.  Here's 
one  :  Bonner,  Bell,  and  Blank  (three  men  in  a  boat)  had  a 
day's  sea  fishing  a  few  weeks  ago.  Besides  one  or  two  flat 
fish  they  landed  bet  ween  them  291  whiting.  Sportsman- 
like, they  were  distributed  amongst  friends.  One  friend, 
however,  arrived  just  after  the  distribution,  and  was 
sceptical  as  to  the  number  of  fish  caught.  "  Well,  all 
right;  say  291.  But  what  about  size?"  Blank 
remarked:  "  Many  of  them  weighed  31b. !  "  And  it  was 
not  until  the  sceptic  heard  "  how  many  "  weighed  31b.  that 
he  could  see  the  joke. 


The  conversation  changed  to  club  matters;  and  it  was 
remarked  that  "  all  prizes  promised  should  be  sent  to  the 
clubhouse  for  exhibition,  as  it  would  stimulate  members  to 
"go  out"  for  them.  This  was  the  rule,  and  it  must  be 
obeyed.  Then  Blank  related  an  incident  of  a  scene  (as 
seen)  at  a  London  club  only  two  or  three  years  ago,  when 
a  master  greengrocer  offered  a  ton  of  the  "  werry  best 
coal"  for  the  biggest  roach  weighed-in.  Master  G.  G. 
was  a  bit  of  a  stickler  for  rules  ;  and  on  the  night  of  the 
supper  and  distribution,  when  Mr  Chairman  announced 
that  Mr.  Johnson  had  won  the  ton  o'  coal,  Mr.  Johnson 
thanked  the  donor,  and  said  he  could  send  them  to  his 

house  at  .    Then  the  generous  donor  expatiated  upon 

the  necessity  of  all  prizes  being  on  view,  &c,  and  at  a 
given  signal  the  landlord  and  potman  "  unveiled"  twenty 
sacks,  containing  each  1121b.  of  "the  best  nobbly  !  " 
Whether  Johnson  took  them  home  that  night  is  not 
recorded ;  but  as  there  was  a  special  license  till  two 
o'clock,  some  of  his  brother  members  and  guests  may 
have  marched  home  with  one  each. 


Mr.  Harry  Dowsett  (agent  B.S.A.S.  and  hon.  sec.  of 
Hastings  A.S.)  wants  to  take  me  all  over  the  society's 
waters.  He  is  very  kind  ;  and  he  will  introduce  me  to  Mr. 
Bell,  who  owns  a  mile  of  private  water  near  Battle.  Mr. 
Bell  has  given  me  permission  to  take  as  many  as  can  be 
caught,  either  worm  or  fly,  but  says  it  will  be  very 
difficult  to  get  them  with  theiatter.  Mr.  Bonner  (Hastings 
A.S.),  fishing  with  Mr.  Bell  a  day  or  two  since,  got  three 
and  a  half  brace  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour — largest  fish 
lib.  It  is  said  they  "  don't  come  out  in  dull,  cold 
weather."  My  essay  must  therefore  be  made  in  bright 
weather. 

 >  ♦*■»  <  

There  is  very  little  sea  fishing  being  prosecuted  just  now 
off  Hastings,  but  there  are  several  Ramsgate  and  Rye 
smacks  at  anchor,  which,  it  is  said,  will  "  make  a  start  on 
Sunday  night." 

"  What  are  supposed  to  be  the  only  tame  cod  in  the 
country,"  says  the  Westminster  Gazette,  "  exist  in  a  pool 
of  sea  water  on  the  estate  of  Portlogan,  Wigtonshire.  The 
pool  is  in  communication  with  the  sea,  but  the  outlet  is 
protected  by  a  stretch  of  wire  netting  to  prevent  the  fish 
escaping.  These  are  quite  tame,  eating  limpets  or  other 
food  from  the  hand,  and  allowing  themselves  to  be  stroked. 
Thei  e  appears  to  be  no  shyness  about  the  fish,  for  they 
approach  strangers  as  readily  as  they  do  their  regular 
feeders."  There  are  some  tame  oysters  in  Hastings. 
That  is,  they  did  not  appear  very  wild,  when,  just  a 
curtain-raiser — lever  de  something  or  hors-d'eewvn — I 
ordered  one  dozen,  for  which  the  money  paid  was  three 
shillings.  Cheap !  But,  there,  the  oysterman  said  they 
are  always  scarce  at  Eastertide.  I  shall  not  indulge  again 
until  the  tide  has  turned. 

Dogs  (not  muzzled),  bikes,  red  faces,  pale  faces,  and 
Bath  chairs  are  plentiful  at  Hastings.  The  "  pale  faces" 
are  anxious  to  "  exchange  notes."  After  telling  you  that 
three  weeks  has  made  a  wonderful  change  in  their  health, 
&c,  the  question  is  put  very  plainly,  And  what  might 
you  have  had  ?  "  Then  it  was  that  black,  or,  rather,  pale- 
face No.  2,  went  through  the  list  as  supplied  to  him  by  his 
doctors.  "  Never  !  Surely  no  !  What,  and  you  here  ?  " 
After  a  long  chat,  quite  friendly  by  now,  the  Surgeon's 
Vade  Mecum  and  the  Physician's  Vade  Mecum  are  over, 
hauled  (metaphorically,  but  not  too  learnedly).  Then, 
with  a  hope  that  we  may  meet  again  on  "The  Invalid's 
Walk,"  there  is  a  promiso  to  bring  me  a  nice  book  (can't 
spell  it)  which  was  said  to  have  be.'n  lent  to  Farmer 
Ko-py-er.  [I  sincerely  hope  I  shall  not  meet  that  Bath 
chair  on  the  Rialto  !] 

 >  ♦  »  »  <  

THE  "lucky  bag"  of  the  Notts  Wellingtons  was 
opened  recently.  That  is  to  say,  when  the  results  of  the 
season's  weigh-in  was  made  known  there  were  some  very 
tine  records  shown.  There  is  no  room  for  them  all,  but 
this  is  how  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  comes  out  (ho  of  the  71b. 
chub):  Barbel,  51b.  5oz.,  51b.  4oz. ;  chub,  Gib.  14oz., 
31b.  5Joz.,  31b.  OJoz. ;  perch,  14Soz.  ;  bream,  lib.  7oz., 
41b.  3jlb.,  lib.  loz.,  31b.  lloz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b.  8oz.,  31b. ; 
pike,  none  over  71b.  (limit) ;  roach,  132,  from  lib.  lljoz. 
down  to  lib.  ;  dace,  none — this  is  very  remarkable,  as 
several  members  had  thirty  and  forty  a  day,  all  over  the 
limit  (Goz.). 


A  small  youth  was  seated  on  tho  bank  of  a  river  in  the 
shade,  with  a  fishing  rod  in  his  hand,  when  there  appeared 


a  morose  individual,  who  inquired  gruffly,  "  What  are  you 
fishing  there  for  ?  "  The  boy  paid  no  heed,  whereupon 
the  man  shouted,  "What  are  you  fishing  there  for,  I 
say?"  "What  d'ye  think?"  responded  the  youth 
slowly.  ■"  Why  cats,  and  cows,  and  dogs,  and  locomotive 
engines,  and  elephants,  and  lions,  and  marbles,  and 
lemonade."  The  man  passed  on,  thinking  perhaps  the 
boy  might  be  fishing  for  fish. 


The  great  lake  trout  attain  a  large  size  in  Ireland,; 
sometimes  turning  the  scale  at  30lb.  The  fishermen  there  I 
call  it  the  "  baddagh,"  meaning  "  a  big,  fat  fellow." 

The  proposal  that  netting  should  be  abolished  above 
London  Bridge,  and  licenses  only  granted  to  professional I 
fishermen,  duly  qualified,  is  very  important ;  as  is  also  the 
proposal  that  the  bait  or  cast  net  should  only  be  employed 
for  catching  bait  for  use  in  Thames  fishing.  The  whole 
theory  of  allowing  bait  to  be  taken  from  the  Thames  is 
based  upon  the  assumption  that  it  was  to  be  used  by 
Thames  anglers  and  not  taken  away  to  other  rivers,  or  used 
to  re-stock  other  waters,  as  is  believed  to  have  been  some- 
times done.  To  take  fish  away  under  the  name  of  bait  and 
deposit  them  in  any  other  water  for  the  purpose  of  stock- 
ing it  certainly  ought  not  to  lie  allowed.  That  the  speed 
of  steam  launches  ought  to  be'  lessened  during  the  close 
time,  when  the  fish  are  spawning,  cannot  be  disputed,  for 
it  is  idle  for  the  Conservancy  to  make  bye-laws  for  the 
protection  of  the  fish  on  the  one  hand,  and  wink  at  their 
wholesale  destruction  on  the  other.  To  these  causes,  or 
all  combined,  may  be  ascribed  a  part  of  the  mischief  which 
has  led  to  the  depletion  so  marked  of  late  years,  and  which 
all  anglers  are  anxious  to  remedy.  There  are  other  causes 
equally  or  more  important,  which  play  their  part  in 
denuding  the  river  of  fish.  Fishes  (like  other  animals) 
have  always  had  their  enemies,  of  which  the  angler  does 
not  complain,  so  long  as  they  are  the  outcome  of  natural 
laws,  uniformly  working,  by  which  the  survival  of  the 
fittest  and  the  progressive  march  of  nature  are  assured. 
 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

Unfortunately  the  depletion  of  the  Thames  cannot' 
properly  te  ascribed  to  natural  causes,  and  it  scarcely 
admits  of  question  that  it  is  the  neglect  of  our  river,  and  a 
want  of  regard  for  the  purity  of  its  waters,  that  have 
brought  much  of  it  about.  The  depletion  would  appear  to 
have  gone  steadily  on  for  a  much  longer  paiiod  than  is 
generally  suspected,  and  has  of  lite  years  become  of  a 
magnitude  to  arrest  everybody's  attention.  Of  the  fishes 
the  river  formerly  contained,  the  salmon  has  left  it 
apparently  for  ever,  and  the  flounder  and  the  lampern  are 
now  very  rarely  taken  in  its  upper  waters,  where  both  were 
formerly  abundant — in  fact,  no  flounders  are  now  taken  in 
that  part  of  the  river.  The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek,  and 
it  has  more  or  less  to  do  with  river  pollution.  The 
flounder  and  the  lampern,  although  not  strictly  migratory 
fish  like  the  salmon,  nevertheless  made  their  way  up  from 
the  estuary  into  the  places  where  they  were  formerly 
found,  and  the  long  stretch  of  thick  and  contaminated 
water  through  which  they  must  necessarily  pass  effectually 
prevents  any  possibility  of  a  renewal  of  the  stock  when  it 
has  once  become  exhausted,  for  the  means  of  com- 
munication is  completely  cut  off. 

 >  »  »  ■»  <  

The  snake-like  appearance  of  eels  has  much  to  do  with 
the  prejudice  entertained  by  many  people  against  it  as  diet, 
and  to  this  may  be  attributed  the  fact  that  in  many  parts 
of  Scotland  this  valuable  fish  is  almost  wholly  rejected  as 
an  article  of  food. 


It  is  always  agreed  to  be  inadvisable  for  noise  to  take 
place  while  fishing  U  in  progress,  that  is;  if  the  fishing  is 
to  be  moderately  productive.  Yet  it  is  incontestable  that 
an  angler  may  be  accompanied  by  a  Singer  without  detri- 
ment to  his  angling,  the  slid  Singer  being  a  cycle  of  that 
name.  And,  then,  when  the  rodsare  cased,  and  the  fishes 
are  creeled,  how  merrily  sounds  tho  song  of  the  spokes  ! 
 ,>»>•»<  

It  is  calculated  that  the  large  fish  hooked  by  anglers 
and  then  lost  owing  to  the  breaking  of  the  tackle,  the 
clumsiness  of  the  man  with  the  landing-net,  or  other 
unforeseen  causes  would  fill  a  building  having  three  times 
the  tank  accommodation  of  the  Brighton  Aquarium. 


One  of  the  principal  herring  fisheries  of  Ireland  is  at 
Ardglass,  where  a  fleet  of  over  300  boats  finds  ample  em- 
ployment. As  much  as  £4000  worth  of  fish  has  been  taken 
in  one  night. 


Counsel  for  the  Defence  :  "  You  have  heard  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Brown  for  the  prosecution.  Now,  did  you 
ever  hear  Mr.  Brown's  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity 
questioned  ?  "  Witnoss  :  "  Not  directly  ;  but  he  has  a 
baby  at  his  house,  he  owns  a  dog,  and  rides  a  bicycle — and 
he  is  an  amateur  fisherman."  That  will  do,  sir."  Then 
to  the  magistrate  :  "  We  do  not  care  to  cross-examiuo  the 
witness,  your  worship." 


Fishing,  if  I,  a  fisher,  may  protest, 

Of  pleasures  is  the  sweetest,  of  sports  the  best; 

Of  exercises  the  most  excellent; 

Of  recreations  the  most  innocent. 

But  now  t  he  sport  is  inarde,  and  wott  ye  why : 

Fishes  decrease,  and  fishers  multiply. 

Thomas  Baktari>,  1598. 

Ovukiikard  on  tho  promcuade  at  Hastings.  "That's 
not  him  ;  his  face  isn't  blaok  enough — (oan't  see  his  feet, 
and  his  gloves  cover  his  hands) — but  still  there  is  a  bit  of  a 
likeness  !  "    [To  whom  P]  Draonkt. 


NOTTINGHAM   WALTONIAN  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 
POLLUTION  OTT  THE  TRENT 
Under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Wm.  Gaskell,  ot  the 
Wellington  Society,  the  members  of  the  Nottingham 
Waltonian  Angling   Society  dined  at   the  Blue  Ball 
Hotel,  Peck-lane.    Mr.  J.  Frettingham  was  m  the 
vice-chair,  and  included  in  a  large  company  were,  among 
:  others,  Mr.  H.vWarsop  (president),  Messrs.  G.  Bee  j. 
Tidy  T  Tidy,  J.  Beardsley  (members  of  the  committee), 
A.  Burrows,  W.  H.  Molyneux,  W.  Rayson  (treasurer),  Gr. 
Clarke,  A.  Bull,  W.  Foulds,  J.  Moms,  C.  Chadwick,  E. 
Foulds  W.  Parker,  H.  Cowley,  J.  Long,  W.  Roper,  J. 
Cass,  and  R.  Shardlow  (secretary).    After  dinner  some 
routine  business  was  transacted,  the  secretary  (Mr.  K. 
Shardlow)  presenting  a  brief  and  satisfactory  report  ot  the 
proceedings  of  the  past  season,  which  stated  that  there  was 
a  balance  in  hand  in  favour  of  the  society  ot  £t>  IBs.  /d. 
The  report  was  adopted.    The  list  of  prize  winners 
was  presented  as  follows:  Chub,  first,  Alex.  Wilson; 
second,     H.     Wootton.     Roach,     first,     R.     Satfds ; 
second,  J.  Tidy.    Dace,  first,  J.  Long;  second,  T.  lidy. 
Perch,  frst,  T.  Ward;  second,  H.  Boot,    Bream  first, 
H.  Ashton.    Pike,  first,  Geo.  Clarke ;  second,  W.  Mills. 
Bleak,  first,  W.  Wright.    The  chairman  remarked  that 
cut  of  twenty-one  prizes,  only  thirteen  had  been  taken, 
and  that  showed  that  the  members  of  the  Waltonian 
Society  had  fished  fairly  and  legitimately  during  the  past 
season.    (Applause.)    The  chairman  proposed  the  toast 
of  the  evening,  namely.   "Success  to  the  Nottingham 
Waltonian  Angling  Society."  In  the  course  of  a  speech  ot 
considerable  importance  to  local  anglers,  he  said  it  had 
been  his  privilege  for  many  years  to  address  gatherings 
upon  angling  matters,  but  that  was  hia  first  experience  ot 
'addressing  a  society  mainly  consisting  of  working  men. 
lie  had  found  it  from  time  to  time  no  very  easy  matter  to 
be  rightly  understood  when  addressing  societies  on  angling 
from  a  working  man's  point  of  view.   He  could  not  say  why 
that  was  so,  but  he  thought  the  gentlemen  present  that 
night  would  give  him  credit  for  sincerity,  and  that  he  had 
only  one  desire  in  his  mind  in  connection  with  angling,  and 
that  desire  was  to  make  the  condition  of  things  as  pleasing 
-and  as  prolific  for  all  classes  of  anglers  as  circumstances 
would  allow.    (Hear,  hear.)    It  was  true  that  for  over 
twenty  years  he  had  been  associated  with  the  Wellington 
Society,  whose  members  were  perhaps  socially  in  a  better 
position  than  those  of  some  of  the  kindred  societies,  and  he 
had  worked  hard  and  conscientiously  for  the  success  ot 
that  organisation,  bat,  still,  at  the  same  time  he  had  never 
lost  sight  of  other  institutions,  and  it  had  been,  as  they 
knew,  his  earnest  desire  to  bring  about  the  very  best  con- 
dition of  things  for   angling  all  round.  (Applause.) 
With   respect  to   his   late   endeavours  on  the  .pollu- 
tion question,  they  would  all  be  well  aware  of  tins  tact, 
that  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Nottingham  angling 
they  had  a  fund  vested  in  trustees  for  the  benefit  ot 
those  fighting  against  the  matter  of  pollution.    That  fund 
was  not  so  large  as  they  should  like  it  to  be,  but  it  would 
grow— (hear,  hear)— and  the  more  it  grew  the  more  would 
they  be  in  a  position  to  make  the  river  Trent  pure.  That 
was  one  of  the  things  that  they  had  to  fight  for,  and  he 
would  ask  them  to  seriously  consider  what  he  was  about  to 
say  to  them.   From  time  to  time  there  had  been  various 
societies  in  this  town  of  theirs  in  connection  with  fishing 
clubs  that  had  sought  to  bind  the  collective  interests  of  the 
various  clubsfor  the  benefit  of  angling  generally,  and  he 
was  of  opinion,  and  had  frequently  suggested  it,  that  they 
should  create  such  a  fund  that  would  enable  them  to  exer- 
cise a  proper  supervision  of  the  free  waters.    It  was  true 
that  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  was  the  only  authority  that 
could  deal  with  illegalities  on  the  river  Trent.  They  alone 
possessed  the  Parliamentary  powers,  but  anglers  had  the 
assurance  from  the  Trent  Fishery  Board  that  if  they  would 
only  provide  the  funds  they  would  undertake  to  give 
a  sufficient  number  of  water  bailiffs  to  look  after  the 
free  waters,  and  other  waters  as  well,  in  just  the  same  way 
as  the  Thames  Conservancy  protected  the  ccarse  fish 
anglers  as  well  as  the  trout  and  salmon  anglers.  He 
could  only  hope  that  the  Nottingham  anglers  would  see 
that  it  would  be  to  their  benefit  if  they  would  look  after 
themselves.    Unfortunately  they  had  not  done  so  up  to 
the  present.   Various  "  Jack  o'  Lanterns  "  had  sprung  up 
and  had  succeeded  in  leading  them  away  from  the  main 
issue.    He  thought  that  for  £3000  they  could  buy  up  all 
the  rights  of  private  owners  for  thirty  miles  of  the  river 
Trent.    A  scheme  of  that  sort  was  in  operation  in 
London,  in  Sheffield,  and  elsewhere,  and  he  thought  if 
Nottingham  people  would  only  look  at  the  question  in 
the  light  light  they  would  be,  and  ought  to  be,  able 
to    join    and    form    a    society    strong    enough  to 
bring  such  a  scheme  into  operation  locally.    He  did 
want  Nottingham  anglers  to  wake  and  be  alive  to  the 
necessity  of  procuring  the  best  possible  condition  for  the 
carrying  on  of  their  sport.   Mr.  H.  Warsop  replied,  and 
abserved  that  he  was  very  much  obliged  to  their  friend 
Mr.  Gaskell  for  the  kind  way  in  which  he  had  referred  to 
the  Waltonian  Society  and  all  anglers  in  the  town.  Mr. 
Gaskell  was  the  champion  of  the  cause  of  fishing— (hear, 
hear,  and  applause)— and  he  hoped  he  would  live  long  to 
champion  their  cause.  "  (Hear,  hear.)    They  could  not 
wish  to  have  a  more  able  champion  than  Mr.  Gaskell,  or 
a  truer  or  better  sportsman  all  round.    They  all  agreed 
with  him  in  what  he  had  said  in  the  course  of  his  able 
spaech,  and  he  (the  speaker)  was  of  opinion  that  they 
could  get  in  Nottingham  a  number  of  gentlemen  who 
were  willing  to  subscribe  to  a  fund.    But  they  would  have 
to  follow  on  the  hues  laid  down  by  Mr.  Gaskell,  and  then 
they  would  always  have  ample  water  to  fish  in  ;  and  so 
long  as  they  did  not  abuse  their  privilege  and  behaved  as 
gentlemen,  he  was  sure  the  Wellington  Society  and  other 
kindred  societies  would  give  them  all  the  help  they  could. 
(Applause.)  .  , 

The  health  of  Mr.  Gaskell  was  drunk  at  a  later  period 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

amid  much  enthusiasm,  as  also  that  of  the  various  officers 
md  the  members  of  the  committee.  .  Altogether  it  was  a 
very  pleasing  and  interesting  gathering,  the  harmony  of 
Ihe^vening'being  contributed  to  by  Messrs  W.  Granger. 
J  Cass,  W.  Meakin,  and  Southgate.  Mr.  W.  .kedtein 
supplied  the  pianoforte  accompaniments.  l\othngh  am 
Daily  Guardicm, 


flotess  from  ti)e  jiiottf). 

There  has  been  a  revival  of  sport  with  the '  advent  of 
improved  weather  conditions.  An  angler  from  the  Aboyne 
Castle  waters  writes  me  to  say  that  the  Dee  is  teemmg- 
"  swarming"  is  the  term  he  uses— with  fish  and  the 
results  of  the  past  few  days  look  like  it.  Messrs.  Jameson 
Nelson,  Harrison,  Whitelaw,  and  Capt  Scott  have  had 
four,  six,  eight,  and  twelve  fish  each.  See  our  river  report. 

Mr  Hugh  McDonald,  land  steward,  Ellon  Castle, 
writes  that  since  the  opening  of  the  season  the  Uhan 
finnock  season  has  been  in  a  great  measure  a  failure  but 
now  good  baskets  of  both  finnock  and  brown  trout  are 
being  made  daily.  ____ 

Mr.  Macdonald,  Mr.  Boyle,  Elrick  House  and  the 
Messrs  Butchart,  have  been  making  splendid  baskets  every 
dav  out.  The  wa'er  is  let  to  daily  ticket-holders,  and 
anyone  thinking  of  an  Easter  holiday  m  these  parts  could 
not  do  better  than  put  themselves  in  communication  with 
Mr.  Macdonald.  ____ 

A  friend,  writing  anent  the  death  by  drowning  of  the 
late  Mr  Wilson,  M.A.,  retired  schoolmaster,  says  :  tie 
was  a  most  enthusiastic  angler.  I  never  met  one  more  so. 
He  was  not  much  of  a  fisherman  as  far  as  skill  was  con- 
cerned, but  his  devotion  to  the  art  bordered  on  lunacy. 

A  lamentable  accident  occurred  at  Auchenfranco,  near 
Dumfries,  last  week,  when  a  gamekeeper,  ferreting 
rabbits  with  the  assistance  of  his  son,  a  boy  ot  thirteen, 
shot  the  lad  dead.  Only  those  who  have  passed  a  con- 
siderable part  of  their  time  in  the  company  ot  keepers 
will  believe  the  foolhardiness  with  which  they  go  about 
their  daily  work  ;  and  the  miracle  is  that  accidents  occur 
so  seldom,  considering  the  risks  that  are  run,  and  the 
seeming  contempt  in  which  the  ordinary  commonsense 
rules  of  precaution  are  held.  I  have  seen  a  keeper  fire  at 
a  bolting  rabbit  through  another  man  s  legs.  Here  is  a 
case  of  1  father  firing  at  a  rabbit  while  his  boy  is  lying  in 
the  line  of  fire.  The  boy  suddenly  3umps  up,  and  gets  the 
second  barrel  in  the  head. 

For  some  time  past  the  salmon  fishery  officers  of  the 
Dee  have  had  their  suspicions  aroused  that  some  ot  the 
consignments  of  sea  trout  exposed  in  the  Aberdeen  Fish 
Market  since  the  opening  of  the  season  were  not  obtained 
bv  legal  means.  But  the  loose  construction  of  the  Salmon 
Fishery  Acts  does  not  give  the  powers  necessary  for 
acting  from  suspicion  alone.  However  the  other  morning 
Mr.  Duncan,  inspector  to  the  Dee  Fishery  Board,  put  his 
seal  on  a  consignment  delivered  at  the  market ;  but  owing 
to  the  owners  not  turning  up  to  claim  the  goods,  his  further 
efforts  in  the  direction  of  discovering  the  poachers  were 
for  the  time  frustrated.   

According  to  a  Dundee  paper,  the  sea  serpent  has  been 
seen  by  Capt-  ^dy,  of  the  D  P  and  L.  Shipping 
Company,  London.  It  was  seen  half  a  mile  from  the 
steamer  when  off  Flamborough  Head,  and  was  then 
lazily  enjoying  itself  in  the  smooth  sea. 

A  large  eel  was  found  in  a  waterpipe  of  a  cistern  in  a 
house  in  Dundee  the  other  day.  The  fish,  had  stopped  the 
inflow  of  water,  and  on  a  plumber  opening  the  pipe  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  stoppage,  the  eel  was  found 
jammed  tight,  and  quite  dead. 

A  splendid  specimen  of  the  sturgeon  was  landed  at  the 
Aberdeen  Market  last  week  by  a  trawler.  It  was  pur- 
chased for  55s.  by  a  fish  salesman  and  sent  south. 

Sir  William  and  Lady  Brooks  are  now  at  Glentana,  and 
Mr.  Farquharson  at  Invercauld  House,  which  he  is  to 
retain  in  his  own  hands  this  autumn. 

Old  Mar  Castle  has  for  many  years  been  an  uninhabited 
ruio  but  Mr.  Farquharson  has  now  put  it  into  thorough 
repair  and  refurnished  it  after  modern  requirements.  His 
first  tenant  will  be  Miss  Fleetwood  Wilson,  who  takes 
possession  in  June.  It  was  here  the  standard  was  unfurled 
at  the  opening  of  the  ill-starred  rebellion  of  1715. 

Mr  Percy  Laming,  who  is  nominal  lessee  of  tho 
Glentana  waters  up  till  May  1,  has  taken  the  Cambus 
O'May  water  for  May  and  June.  He  is  likely  to  have 
grand  sport  all  through  May  at  least,  but,  as  tor  June, 
much  will  depend  on  the  nature  of  the  weather. 

The  Deeside  Salmon  Hatchery  is,  meantime,  a  scene  of 
great  animation.  Mr.  Duncan  has  over  one  million  fine 
healthy  fry  crowding  the  various  boxes,  and  is  about  to 
give  them  a  while  in  the  nursing  pond  before  ultimately 
turning  them  into  the  river. 

""At  the  Duff  House  Hatchery,  on  tho  Deveron,  some 
150  000  ova  have  been  rescued  from  gravid  fish  taken  in 
the  nets  during  the  opening  months  and  placed  in  the 
boxes.  They  are  all  healthy  looking  ova,  and  as  yet  there 
has  been  almost  no  loss.  It  will  be  some  time  yet  before 
they  commence  to  hatch  out. 
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A  shark,  18ft.  long,  7ft.  in  girth,  and  weighing  1J  tons, 
was  landed  at  the  Aberdeen  Fish  Market  last  week.  Ihe 
monster  is  the  largest  yet  landed  at  the  port,  and  was  sold 
to  a  fish  merchant  for  l"s. 

Mr.  Duncan  Forbes,  of  Culloden,  died  on  Thursday 
last  after  an  illness  of  over  three  years  duration. 
Deceased  was  a  typical  Highland  laird,  an  exemplary 
landlord,  and  in  his  younger  days  a  keen  sportsman  and 
an  accomplished  salmon  angler,  but  it  is  many  a  day  since 
he  has  been  able  to  wet  a  line.  He  was  unmarried,  and 
the  estates  pass  to  a  nephew  in  Australia. 

Lord  Provost  Meams'  claims  to  the  vacancy  in  the 
Fishery  Board  for  Scotland,  caused  by  the  death  of  Mr. 
Cochrane-Patrick,  have  been  set  aside  by  Lord  Balfour, 
as  he  intends  to  appoint  a  west  coast  man.  The  Lord 
Provost  of  Aberdeen's  turn  must  come  scon. 

Messrs.  W.  Brown  and  Co.,  tackle  makers,  Aberdeen, 
are  presently  exhibiting  their  ca-e  prepared  for  the 
Imperial  Institute  Fishei  ies  Exhibition.  There  are  flies  for 
the  Dee,  Spey,  and  Usk,  in  Monmouthshire,  to  the  number 
of  seventy-four,  all  dressed  on  the  premises,  and  more  or 
less  in  actual  use.  A  sa  i  pie  of  Indian  gut,  38£in.  long,  is 
shown  as  a  relic  of  an  industry  unfortunately  now  extinct. 
Messrs.  Brown's  case  will  be  well  woith  making  a  note  o.. 

A  salmon  of  201b.  having  been  found  inside  a  halibut 
which  was  landed  lately  at  Aberdeen,  considerable  discussion 
has  taken  place  in  fishing  circles.  Some  contend  that  the 
salmon  never  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  and  others  assert 
that  the  halibut  never  come  to  the  surface.  How,  then, 
comes  it  to  be  that  the  salmon  was  found  inside  the  halibut  ? 
Either  this  salmon  went  to  the  bottom  or  the  halibut 
came  to  the  surface.  But  the  general  opinion  is  that 
salmon  do  occasionally  go  to  the  bottom,  and  this  one, 
following  the  fatal  exception,  had  come  in  the  way  of  the 
halibut,  and  so  afforded  him  a  tasty  morsel  by  way  of  a  bit 
of  breakfast  or  supper.  One  thing  is  proved  from  the 
incident,  that  salar  has  one  more  enemy  in  the  sea  than 
has  hitherto  been  reckoned  upon. 

Railway  matters  have  been  engrossing  the  attention  of 
the  northern  Press  during  the  past  week.  The  Highland 
Railway  are  still  to  have  a  monopoly  of  the  route  to  Inver- 
ness, but  the  journey  will  take  less  time.  The  Great 
North  are  to  build  a  tourists'  hotel  at  Ballater,  and  are 
tackling  the  subject  of  light  railways,  one  of  which  is 
projected  to  Newburgh,  where  there  is  some  excellent 
finnock  fishing.   

A  very  important  salmon  fishery  case  was  decided  by 
Sheriff  Brown  last  week,  involving  some  questions  which 
have  been  raised  for  the  first  time  in  a  court  of  law 
respecting  the  taking  of  salmon  during  the  close  time,  or 
when  the  nets  are  off.  William  Stephen  and  John  Stephen, 
salmon  fishers,  Aberdeenshire,  were  charged  with  having 
on  Sept.  15  (five  days  after  the  close  time  had  commenced) 
taken  from  one  of  their  nets  in  the  sea  four  salmon,  and 
also  with  having  transmitted  the  fish  by  rail  to  Messrs.  J . 
Smith  and  Sons,  fish  salesmen,  Birmingham.  The  case  for 
the  defendants  was  that,  owing  to  a  severe  storm  between 
Sept.  8  and  15  last,  they  were  unable  to  remove  their 
nets  until  the  latter  date,  when  four  salmon  were  found, 
and  dispatched  to  their  usual  customers.  The  facta i  were 
admitted  on  either  side,  and  the  case  was  brought  up 
as  a  test  one.  His  lordship,  after  consideration,  has 
decided  against  the  Stephens  in  both  counts,  and 
from  his  lengthy  judgment  we  note  the  following 
points,  which  can  only  be  regarded  by  anglers  with 
the  liveliest  satisfaction  as  one  against  the  netters: 
An  attempt  was  made  to  show  that  the  fish  were  m  the 
nets  as  far  back  as  midnight  of  Sept.  9,  after  which  the 
close  season  commenced.  The  fish  would  have  been  dead, 
or  nearly  so,  by  the  15th,  but  they  were  taken  out  ot  the 
net  alive.  But  the  right  of  the  prosecutor  would  not  have 
been  stayed  even  by  proof  that  the  fish  were  captured 
dead.  I  see  no  exemption  in  the  Act  in  the  case  of  a  dead 
fish  '  These  fish  were  clearly  taken  out  of  the  net  in 
direct  violation  of  the  Act.  Netters  are  exempted  from 
penalties  from  failing  to  remove  or  open  their  nets  during 
close  times,  but  the  enumeration  stopping  short  ot  the 
penalty  for  taking  fish.  Special  Scotch. 
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Tho  Dudley  Angling  Society,  which  hold  their  meetings 
at  the  Duke  of  York  Inn,  Snow  Hill.  Dudley,  have  began 
to  make  marked  progress,  not  only  in  making  members, 
but  in  acquiring  waters  for  the  society.  For  some  time 
past  this  society  has  made  little  or  no  progress,  this  was 
perhaps  due  to  the  fact  that  the  society  kept  their  business 
Private  amongst  the  few  members  who  comprised  the 
Sty  ;  but  now  I  am  pleased  to  see  tha .  they ^  have 
placed  the  benefits  of  the.  society  before  the  Dudley 
public,  and  to  say  that  it  his  been  the  means  of 
making  a  number  of  new  members  The  entrance  fee 
is  fixed  at  the  low  sum  of  Is.,  and  the  contributions  are 
3d  Der  week.  The  society  is  associated  with  tho  Birming- 
ham  and  provincial  associations,  which  entitles  members 
to  travel  at  reduced  fares  to  any  fishing  place  indicated  on 
rhB  cards  Tie  private  water  lately  acquired  by  the 
society  is  the  Fcnns  Pools,  at  Pensnett,  which  is  c lose  to 
Dudley  These  pools  are  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  every 
facility  "for  the  comfort  of  the  members  has  been  pro- 
Tided  for  by  Mr.  E.  Thompson,  of  the  Grape's  Inn, 
Pensnett.  •  Any  person  wishing  to  join  tins  society  should 
apply  to  Mr.  T.  Lawrence,  73,  Salop-street,  Dudley,  or  at 
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SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY'S  NEW  BOOKS. 

"Must  henceforth  become  one  of  the  greatest  of  naval  classics  By  far  the  host  '  Life  of 

Nelson  '  that  has  ercr  been  written."— The  Times,  April  9. 

NOW  READY  at  all  Booksellers9. 
CAPTAIN  A.   T,   MAHAN'S  NEW  WORK 

THE  LIFE  OF  NELSON  THE  EMBODIMENT  OF  THE 
SEA  POWER  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN 

By  Captain  A.  T.  MAHAN,  U.S.N.,  Author  of  "The  Influence  of  Sea  Power  upon  History,"  &c. 
2  vols,  demy  8vo.  Illustrated  with  many  Photogravure  Portraits  and  other  Illustrations,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  30s,  net. 

Full  Prospectus  post  free  on  application. 
Daily  press  unanimous  in  praise.  Times,  3  columns ;  Standard,  2\  columns ;  Daily  Telegraph,  2  columns ;  Daily  Chronicle, 
l~h  columns;  Daily  Xews,  1\  columns;  Morning  Post,  1  column  (1st  notice);  Daily  Mail,  1  column.   To  make  extracts  from 
these  reviews,  where  all  are  so  admirable,  would  be  as  impossible  as  unnecessary. 

Volume  1  ready  in  a  few  days. 

A  HISTORY  OF  THE  ROYAL  NAYY  FROM  THE  EARLIEST  TIMES  TO  THE  PRESENT 

'By  W.  LAIRD  CLOWES,  Fellow  of  King's  College,  London  ;  Gold  Medallist  U.S.  Naval  Institute  ;  Hon.  Member  R.U.S.  Institution. 

Assisted  by  Sir  C.  R.  MARKHAM,  K.C.B.,  P.R.G.S. ;  Captain  A.  T.  MAHAN,  U.S.N. ;  Mr.  H.  W.  WILSON,  Ac,  &c. 

5  vols.    With  very  numerous  Illustrations.    Royal  8vo.  cloth  extra,  2i>s.  each  net. 

The  first  volume  of  the  History,  bringing  the  narrative  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  is  about  to  be  published,  and  will  be  followed  at  short  intervals  by  thz  subsequent 
-     •  volumes.    Full  prospectus  of  the  Work  sent  post  free  on  application. 


At  all  Booksellers'.   OUIDA'S  NEW  NOVEL. 

THE  MASSARENES. 

THIRD  EDITION  READY  THIS  WEEK.   Orown  8vo.  580pp.,  6s. 

The  NATIONAL  OBSERVER  AND  BRITISH  REVIEW  (April  3,  1897)  says:  "In  many  ways,  incomparably  the  best  that  the  author  has  ever  written.  ,  ,  ', 
Many  of  the  characters  are  drawn  with  singular  skill    ....    the  writer's  poetic  power  has  not  deserted  her." 

Mr.  W.  L.  Courtney  in  the  DAILY  TELEGRAPH :  "  Ouida  has  written  an  extremely  interesting  narrative  She  has  chosen  to  depict  modern  society  as  it 

has  come  to  be  in  its  latest  phases  In  one  sense  the  novel  is  a  satire  on  the  new  plutocracy  ;  in  another  sense  it  is  a  brilliant  picture  of  a  contemporary 

mania.  .  .  .  Apart  from  the  main  thread  of  the  narrative  there  is  a  wonderful  variety  of  scenes  and  characters,  each  with  an  attractiveness  of  its  own.  .  .  . 
Ouida's  hand  has  not  lost  its  cunning." 

FIRST  ISSUE  AT  2s.  6<(. 

THE    HANDSOME   HUMES.    By  William  Black.    Crown  8 vo.  cloth,  2*.  Qd.    Forming  the  New 

Volume  in  the  New  Uniform  and  Complete  Edition  of  this  Popular  Writer's  Books. 

NEW  AND    CHEAPER    EOITION   OF   MR.    JT.    M.    STANLEY'S    GREAT  WORK, 
Carefully  Revised  throughout  by  the  Author,  with  a  New  Preface,  and  somewhat  abridged  by  the  omission  of  matter  no  longer  of  interest. 

IN    DARKEST  AFRICA;   or,  the  Quest,  Rescue,  and  Retreat  of  Emin  Pasha,,  Governor  of  Equatoria. 

By  H.  M.  STANLEY,  M.P.,  D.C.L.,  &c.    Crown  8vo.,  with  Map  and  all  the  Original  Illustrations,  cloth,  5s.  '  [Shortly. 

A  NILE  VOYAGE.    By  Charles  and  Susan  Bowles.    Printed  in  Tokyo  by  T.  Hasagawa,  on  civped  paper, 

with  numerous  charming  pictures,  printed  in  Colours,  of  Nile  Views,  Character  Sketches,  &c.  With  a  Prefaoe  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Sayce,  LL.D.  In  this  Preface  he 
begins  with  these  words  :  "  Few  words  of  introduction  are  needed  for  one  of  the  most  charming  books  ever  written  about  the  Nile."  BouiuHn  Japanese  fashion  in  crppe  or 
crisped  paper,  sewn  with  silk,  fcp.  4to.  7s.  0(Z. 

VIIEAI'    RE-ISSUE    OF   Till:    WELZ*KNOWN    '*  li  lYART)  SERIES." 

Uniform  post  8vo.  volumes,  cloth,  Is.  Gd.  net  per  volume. 

l    CHEVALIER   BAYARD.  1   LORD  CHESTERFIELD'S  LETTERS. 

Other  Volumes  it-ill  be  duly  announced. 


LOWS   gs.    «</.    J.I  It  R  AMY   OF    TRAVEL    AND   ATJVESTURIL    {TWO    SEW  IOLIMIS) 

Uniform  crown  8vo.  volumes,  fully  illustrated,  oloth,  2s.  (id.  each. 

HAUSALAND  ;  or,  Fifteen  Hundred  Miles  through  the  Central  Soudan.    By  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Robinson.  M  A. 

With  Map,  Portrait,  and  numerous  Illustrations. 

TWO  KINGS  OF  UGANDA;  <»r,  Life  by  the  Shores  of  the  Victoria  Nyanza,  By  the  Key.  1!.  I\  Asm:,  MA. 

With  Map  and  Illustration. 

London  i  SAMPSON  LOW;  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstau's  House,  Fetten-laiie,  FloeUtreet,  E.C. 


the  clubhouse  any  Monday  evening.    The  Crewe  Associa 
tion  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Provincial  Association, 
has  made  great  progress,  and  now  numbers  176  members. 
They  have  only  two  clubs,  namely,  the  Free  Angling 
Society  and  thelzaak  Walton  Society.  The  other  associa- 
tions connected  with  the  P.A.A.  who  have  a  similar 
number  of  members  are  the  Warrington,  with  a  total  ot 
174  members  ;    Kidderminster,   166  ;    Liverpool,  147  ; 
Oxford,  132 ;  and  Wolverhampton,  110.    Some  of  these 
associations  have  more  than  one  branch  ;  for  instance,  the 
Wolverhampton  Association  have  two  branches  or  clubs, 
Oxford  has  only  one  branch,  Liverpool  two  branches, 
Kidderminster  six  branches,  and  Warrington  five  branches. 
It  v.i'1  be  seen  that  Crewe,  with  its  association  ot  two 
clubs,  are  much  stronger  in  numbers  than  some  of  the 
other  associations  with  a  larger  number  of  clubs.  Kidder- 
minster have  just  made  two  more  new  clubs,  and  the 
Liverpool  Nek  on  Club  have  lately  joined  the  Liverpool 
A  ssociation.  The  number  of  members  belonging  to  the  Ban- 
bury and  Worcester  branches  of  the  P.A.A.  are  not  yet  to 
hand     The  Birmingham  Association  annual  dinner  is  to  be 
held  at  the  Old  Royal  Hotel,  Temple-row.anda  great  success 
is  anticipated.    A  large  number  of  tickets  have  already 
been  asked  for  by  the  clubs,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
delegates  will  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  being 
present  at  this  social  gathering.    Invitations  have  also 
been  sent  to  the  leading  railway  officials  in  the  city.  Ihe 
Summer  Hill  Society  has  ceased  to  exist  for  some  time 
past.   The  club,  owing  to  the  small  number  of  members, 
barely  made  both  ends  meet.    All  their  liabilities  were 
met  at  the  end  of  last  year,  but  since  then  no  meetings  ot 
any  kind  have  taken  place. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
With  improved  weather,  for  a  time  at  least,  there  has 
been  an  increased  number  of  anglers  on  our  streams,  and 
satisfactory  sport  has,  on  the  whole,  been  had.    On  the 
upper  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  from  the  picturesque  village 
of  Derwent-Chapel,  by  Ashopton,  down   to  Mytham 
Bridge,  some  decent  baskets  of  fish  have  been  made,  and 
several  brace  have  been  taken  on  the  subsidiary  mountain 
stream— the  A  shop,  between  the  Snake  Inn  and  Alport 
Bridge ;  and  the  neighbouring  streams,  the  Noe,  in  Edale, 
and  the  Castleton  burn  have  been  fished  by  several  visitors 
with  fair  success.    The  Hathersage  Club  waters  of  the 
Derwent  have  afforded  tolerable  sport,  and  some  nice  lots 
of  fish  have  been  taken;  and  the  adjoining  Stoke  and 
Calver  waters  have  yielded  several  brace  to  the  anglers 
privileged  to  fish  there.   There  have  been  numerous 
visitors  to  the  Chatsworth  and  Baslow  reaches  of  the 
river,  and  several  well  filled  creels  of  trout,  up  to  2^1b. 
the  fish,  have  been  made.    Indeed,  I  the  angling  here  has 
fulfilled  reasonable  expectations.    On  the  lower  reaches, 
between  the  Park  and  Eowsley,  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out,  some  of  whom  did  tolerably  well.    The  Darley  Dale 
lengths  have  been  pretty  well  patronised,  and  several  fair 
baskets  of  good  sized  fish  have  been  made,  chiefly  below 
Darley  Bridge,  by  bottom  fishing,  trolling,  and  spinning, 
for  as  yet  fly  fishing  on  the  fly  lengths  above  has  been  but  ot 
a  very  moderate  description.    On  the  adjoining  waters  of 
theMatlcck  Association,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Matlock 
Bridge,  several  local  anglers  have  had  fair  sport,a  consider- 
able number  of  fish  of  good  size  and  condition  having  been 
killed.   A  few  brace  have  also  been  taken  in  the  Dale  and 
Bath  lengths,  principally  by  visitors.    There  has  not, 
however,  been  much  done  with  the  fly,  and  anglers  on  the 
fly  waters  between  Cromford  Bridge  and  Holmesford  have 
been  bat  few.    On  the  Holmesford  and  Watstauwell 
lengths,  several  anglers  have  taken  a  fair  number  of  fish 
by  bottom  fishing  with  brandling  worms,  dock  grubs,  and 
maggots ;  and  satisfactory  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
lengths  between  Alderwasley  Wire  Works  to  a  mile  beyond 
Ambergate.    The  Wye,  between  Rowsley  and  Bakewell, 
has  been  visited  by  several  anglers,  who  have  taken  some 
fine  fish,  and  have  had  fair  sport,  but  fly  fishing  is  not  yet 
so  good  as  it  should  be  at  this  time.   The  almost  total 
absence  of  flies  on  many  of  the  streams  has  been  remark- 
able ;  but  they  are  now  appearing.    There  has  been  some 
tolerable  sport  on  the  Ashford  lengths,  and  higher  up,  on 
the  Monsal  Dale,  Cressbrock,  and  Litton  private  waters, 
several  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken  by  anglers 
privileged  to  fish  there.    On  the  upper  lengths  of  the 
Ecclesbourne,  several  brace  of  moderate  sized  fish  have 
been  killed ;  and  two  or  three  favoured  anglers  have  had 
good  sport  on  the  adjoining  little  Sherbourne,  which  is 
wholly  in  private  hands.    On  the  lower  lengths  of  the 
Ecclesbourne  a  few  brace  have  been  taken,  but  not  much 
done.    Our  streams  are  now  in  excellent  condition 
FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  weather  in  this  district  has  much  improved  during 
the  past  few  days,  in  an  angling  poiut  of  view,  and  a  few 
welcome  showers  of  rain  have  fallen,  which  will  greatly 
improve  matters  for  the  Easter  holiday  match  fishers. 
The  bottom  fishers  are  having  some  fair  sport  among  the 
flounders  at  Wilfholme  and  Hull  Bridge,  and  should  the 
weather  be  anj  thing  like  favourable  some  good  sport  may 
be  expected,  for  the  river  Hull  is  in  grand  condition  for 
trout  fishing  in  the  top  stretches,  and  also  below  the  lock 
for  bottom  tishiDg.    The  Osborne  Angling  Society  fished 
their  first  match  of  the  season  at  Hull  Bridge  on  the  3rd 
inst.    The  journey  was  undertaken  by  road,  but  the 
weather  being  very  cold  and  raw  on  that  day  the  sport  was 
only  indifferent.  The  first  prize  was  taken  by  Mr.  J .  Bibby, 
Messrs.  Runkee  and  Brown  succeeding  in  taking  the  next 
two.  On  the  2nd  the  East  Hull  Brass  Band  Angling  Society 
held  their  annual  tea,  soiree,  and  ball  at  the  Central  Hall, 
Hull,  which  was  a  great  success,  so  far  as  the  ball  was  con- 
cerned ;  and  on  the  following  day  the  members  proceeded  to 
Hedon,  and  fished  their  first  match  this  season  on  the 
Burstwick  Drain,  but  the  weather  was  exceedingly  cold, 
and  greatly  against  successful  angling.    Nevertheless,  the 
first  prize  winner,  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  managed  to  secure 
lib.  9Joz.  6f  fish,  Mr.  G.  Harris  being  Becond  with 
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lib.  4oz.,  and  Mr.  W.  Whitehead,  third,  with  lib.  There 
were  thiiteen  prizes.  On  Monday  evening  the  members  ot 
the  Horns  Angling  and  Recreation  Society  mustered  in 
gcod  force  at  the  Horns  Tavern,  Hull,  it  being  the  first 
meeting  since  the  opening  of  their  season,  and  the  prizes 
were  delivered  to  the  successful  competitors  at  the  match 
held  on  the  river  Hull,  at  Weelferay,  the  following  being  the 
winners  thereof  in  the  order  specified  :  Messrs  W.  Ledger, 
F.  Shaw,  H.  Fielding,  W.  Ward,  H.  Winham,  J .  Gascoigne, 
J  Storey  and  H.  Hall.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Universal  Angling  Association  several  valuable  prizes  were 
given  for  the  end  of  the  present  season,  including  no  less 
than  four  aggregate  prizes,  consisting  of  one  of  30s.,  two  ot 
10s.  6d.,  and  one  of  7s.  6d.  On  Tuesday  evening  next,  at 
8  30  p.m.,  the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation  Society  will 
meet  on  special  business  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  Carr- 
lane  They  have  arranged  to  hold  their  annual  match  at 
Newport,  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal,  early  in  July. 
The  Navigation  Angling  Society  and  the  Kingston  Angling 
Club  will  both  fish  a  match  on  the  River  Hull  on  Saturday 
next  (24th),  the  former  at  Weelferry,  and  the  latter  at 
Grovehill. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  a  decided  improvement  in  the  weather  since  our 
last  notes,  and,  as  a  consequence,  angling  is  looking  up  all 
round  In  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eden,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Appleby,  Ormside,  &c,  there  have  been  quite 
a  number  of  good  takes  of  trout,  although  some  assert  that 
trout  fishing  is  being  interfered  with  owing  to  the  presence 
of  so  many  grayling.  Amongst  successful  anglers  may  be 
mentioned  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Rhodes,  Messrs.  W.  Ewin,  T. 
Howe,  Park  (Warcop),  Ellwood,  and  others,  some  ot 
whom  have  secured  up  to  a  score  and  a  half  a  day,  the 
majority  of  the  fish  being  of  fair  size,  running  about  three 
to  the  pound.  In  South  Westmorland  anglers  have  been 
more  numerous  during  the  past  week  on  the  Mint,  ©print, 
and  Kent,  where  there  is  a  good  head  of  fish,  and  these 
rivers  seem  to  be  coming  back  to  their  satisfactory  con- 
dition of  a  few  years  ago.  Round  about  Kendal,  and  in 
the  town  itself,  a  few  trout  of  large  weight  have  been 
taken,  one  being  up  to  21b.  This,  however,  is  an 
exceptional  size,  and  might  not  be  repeated  in  the  season 
Rev.  J.  Maconnell,  Messrs.  Barlow,  Mann,  J.  Quirk  and 
others  have  had  fair  baskets,  and  prospects  for  the  holidays 
are  much  better  at  the  time  of  writing  than  might  have 
been  expected  a  week  ago. 


285 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  opening  of  the  season  at  Ramsbottom  in  their  own 
local  waters  clearly  shows  that  the  rainbow  trout  put  in 
are  doing  well.  The  other  trout  are  plentiful,  but  not 
large ;  time,  however,  should  alter  this.  The  Alyn  appears 
to  be  going  the  way  of  many  other  streams  where  next  to 
no  control  is  exercised.  The  Liverpool  and  other  anglera 
are  shouting  out,  but  it  won't  do  any  good.  There  is  only 
one  way,  and  that  is  the  board  of  conservators,  whose 
power  is  amazing,  and  we  need  only  look  to  what  has  been 
done  for  the  Ribble  to  wish  that  every  river  had  a  con- 
servancy board.  Their  powers  are  more  powerful  and  less 
expensive  than  any  others,  and  if  we  only  looked  at 
conservators  from  a  proper  standpoint,  we  should 
appreciate  them  far  more  than  we  do  at  present.  One 
important  fish  hatchery  on  the  Ribble  has  just  received 
a  consignment  of  rainbow  trout  ova,  5000,  from  Herr 
S.  Jaffe,  and  although  nearly  a  week  in  transit,  they 
arrived  in  splendid  condition,  less  than  2  per  cent, 
being  dead.  The  remainder  are  doing  well  on  the  grills, 
nothing  the  worse  for  their  journey.  The  St.  Helens 
anglers  had  a  good  time  of  it  on  the  8th.  A  full 
report  is  to  hand,  and,  judging  from  the  names  of  visitors, 
the  county  was  well  represented.  Your  correspondent 
was  due  there,  but  he  was  emulating  "  Dragnet  s  bad 
example,  and  spending  money  on  medicine  instead  ot 
fishing  tackle.  The  Walpole  Anglers,  Bolton,  have  just 
elected  a  new  executive.  The  anglers  in  the  Farnworth 
district  are  looking  forward  to  a  successful  season  with 
confidence.  L|NC0LNSH,RE< 

Trout  fishing  is  now  on  the  improve.  The  temperature 
has  undergone  a  welcome  change  since  last  week,  and 
several  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  Lincolnshire  streams. 
The  recent  spell  of  cold  weather  (and,  indeed,  night  frosts 
are  still  prevalent)  has  crippled  fly  fishing  to  a  considerable 
extent,  and  we  cannot  expect  that  it  can  recover  all  at 
once.  The  fish,  however,  have  shown  more  activity  this 
week,  and  if  the  wind  keeps  where  it  was  at  the  time  of 
writing  over  Easter,  fly  fishermen  should  get  some  sport 
during  the  holidays.  Bottom  anglers  have  creeled  a  few 
trout,  chiefly  with  the  worm,  but  the  condition  of  the  fish 
varies.  This  year  some  seem  very  backward,  and  the  fact 
is  all  the  more  surprising,  as  the  winter  was  of  a  com 
paratively  mild  nature.  We  have  had  some  rain  this  week, 
but  not  enough  to  change  the  condition  of  the  streams, 
which  continue  in  excellent  trim. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
It  may  be  gathered  that  the  majority  of  the  clubs  in 
this  city  have  thrown  in  their  lot  with  the  County  Palatine 
Angling  Association.  It  appears  that  we  are  not  even  yet 
to  get  together  under  one  flag,  and  if  the  C. P.A.A.  would 
only  adopt  the  principle  of  having  two  departments— one 
for  travelling  cards  only,  and  the  other  for  the  promotion 
of  waters  for  fishing— this  happy  state  of  things  could  be 
accomplished.  It  is  thought  unfair  by  clubs  holding 
fishing  of  their  own,  and  sufficient  for  their  needs,  to  force 
them  to  pay  towards  waters  they  would  never  use  again. 
There  are  clubs  located  in  districts  geographically  situated 
so  that  many  waters  would  be  of  no  use  to  them.  By 
charging  6d.  for  a  travelling  card  and  membership  of 
C. P.A.A.  all  could  be  gathered  in,  and  a  good  profit  made 
towards  getting  fishing  waters  in  various  points.  The 
Salford  Friendly  Anglers  were  enjoying  themselves  on 
the  7th  in  celebrating  their  eightioth  anniversary.  The 


programme  consisted  of  a  good  feed,  lecture  by  Mr.  F. 
Bibby.and  speeches  by  theancients,  and  the  whole  proceed- 
ing may  be  considered  as  highly  satisfactory  and  successful. 
We  are  promised  a  little  excitement  in  the  neighbouring 
borough  of  Salford,  only  divided  from  this  city  by  the 
filthy  Irwell,  in  the  shape  of  a  prosecution,  under  the 
Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts,  of  certain  persons  for  infringe- 
ments of  those  Acts.  As  the  affair  is  sub  juAce  further 
comment  is  not  permissible,  but  if  our  own  officials  would 
stir  themselves,  plenty  would  rejoice.  A  local  naturalist 
told  the  writer,  "Officials  are  keen  on  us  for  the  sti  iat 
observance  of  Acts  relating  to  birds,  but  don  t  ever  bother 
about  the  Acts  relating  to  fish."  Our  local  and  efficient 
C. P.A.A.  could  make  a  good  name  for  good  work  by 
stirring  cur  inspectors  up  and  compelling  them  to  move  n 
the  matter.  The  old  amalgamation  in  its  time  taught  a 
lesson  to  some  offenders,  and  it  had  a  salutary  effect.  We 
would  suggest  that  our  inspectors  paid  a  visit  to  the 
"  elect  of  Cheetham  "  by  way  of  a  start  off. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  Trent  rose  6in.  or  7in.  on  Monday,  and,  as  the 
weather  is  cold  and   unsettled,  holiday  arglers  may 
experience  fluctuating  waters  on  the  tributaries.    Some  ot 
these,  notably  the  Greet,  are  well  stocked  with  trout. 
There  is  nothing  doing  amongst  salmon  on  the  Trent.  A 
few  rods  have  been  at  work  below  King's  Mills,  but  with- 
out result.    May  should  prove  the  most  killing  month— 
that  is  if  the  fish  are  up  to  show  sport.    Club  doings,  m 
the  shape  of  dinners,  have  been  active  since  the  despatch 
of  my  last  notes.    The  Waltonians— a  very  strong  society 
B0W_were  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  Gaskell  (the  president 
of  the  Wellington  Society) ,  who  urged  unity  amongst  Trent 
anglers,  with  a  view  to  secure  funds  by  which  to  defend, 
if  necessary,  the  purity  of  the  river.    The  Trent  Fishery 
Board  alone  possessed  the  Parliamentary  powers  for 
suppressing  illegalities  in  connection  with  their  sport, 
and  they  had  promised,  in  case  the  necessary  funds 
were  forthcoming,  to  place    additional  water  bailiffs 
on  the  various  lengths  of  the  river.     He  expressed 
the    further    belief    that    for    £3000    anglers  could 
buy  up  all  the  rights  of  private  owners  for  thirty 
miles  of  the  Trent.    The  prize  winners  for  the  winter 
season  were  :    Messrs.    A.   Wilson,  H.  Wootton,  R. 
Sands,  J.  and  T.  Tidy,  J.  Long,  T.  Ward,  H.  Boot,  H 
Ashton,  G.  Clarke,  W.  Mills,  and  W.  Wright.    It  might 
be  added  that  the  society  have  a  balance  m  hand  ot 
£6  18s.  7d.,  and  that  they  possess  a  most  painstaking 
secretary  in  Mr.  R.  Shardlow.    The  prize  winneis  in  con- 
nection with  the  Beeston  Victoria  Society,  whose  members 
frequent  the  Beeston  waters  (placed  at  their  disposal  by 
Mr  S  Watson,  the  president  of  the  club),  are  :  Messrs.  A . 
Hetheringham,  F.  Billyeald,  G.  Tutin,  W.  Gregorv, 
W.  Whitehead,  F.  Lindley,  and  J.  Riley.    The  society  s 
dinner  was  held  on  Friday  night,  and  was  a  great  social 
success,  Mr.  J.  C.  AValker  presiding. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.} 

MR.  GEDNEY  ON  THE  WET  FLY. 

Sir,— One  hardly  like3  to  find  any  fault  with  Mr. 
Gedney's  most  interesting  work,  entitled  "Angling 
Holidays,"  but  I  hope  he  will  take  in  good  part  my 
reference  to  the  chapter  on  "  Dry  Fly  Fishing  and  Other 
Things,"  from  which  a  tyro  would  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  wet  fly  is  only  fished  down  stream,  and  that  it  is 
all  chuck-and-chance  it.  Can  Mr.  Gedney  be  ignorant  of 
the  fact  that  many  wet  fly  men  fish  up  stream,  that  they 
delight  to  throw  over  a  rising  trout,  and  that  their  general 
rule  is  to  fish  up  whenever  practicable.  It  is  genei  ally 
admitted  among  wet  fly  men  that,  unless  in  a  good  water, 
fishing  down  is  very  unproductive.  No  doubt  there  is  a 
time  when  fishing  down  is  more  productive  than  fishing 
up  •  but  it  would  take  an  article  of  considerable  length  to 
elucidate  the  subject.  Again,  Mr.  Gedney  appears  to 
assume  that  it  is  impossible  to  capture  trout  with  the  wet 
fly  in  a  blazing  sunshine  on  a  calm  surface  as  smooth  and 
brilliant  as  a  mirror,  granted  that  there  is  a  considerable 
glide  or  current.  I  join  issue  on  Mr.  Gedney's  assump- 
tion, as  I  have  frequently  captured  trout  under  such  con- 
ditions with  the  so-called  wet  fly. 

I  note  that  Mr.  Gedney  recommends  the  cast  for  the 
dry  fly  to  be  only  4ft.  of  gut  to  begin  with.  Unfortunate'y 
for  the  tyro,  he  doe3  not  give  the  length  to  end  with. 
Worm  and  minnow  fishers  do  not  consider  only  4ft.  of  gut 
long  enough  for  clear  water  fishing,  so  how  about  the  dry 
fly? 

He  condemns  petroleum  oil  as  an  agent  to  make  the  fly 
float.    It  is,  indeed,  a  failure  ?— I  am,  yours  &c., 

Hknry  Cadman. 

[Petroleum  oil  a  failure!  Why,  we  know  scores  of 
anglers  who  find  it  as  we  do— a  splendid  success.— Ed. J 

COSTA  AND  PICKERING  CLUB  WATERS. 

Sir  —These  two  streams,  which  unite  within  a  few  yards 
of  Kirby  Misperton  Bridge  (some  three  miles  below  the 
town  of  Pickering),  are  of  such  interest  to  your  readers 
that  a  few  further  additions  to  those  already  appearing  in 
your  paper  may  bo  of  service.  #  „  - 

It  would  seem  that  trout  do  not  increase  in  size  and 
numbers  as  much  as  desired,  and  that  grayling  have  taken 
the  lead  to  such  an  extent  that  something  will  have  to  be 
done  to  encourage  tho  trout.  Owing  to  the  coldness  ot 
the  Costa  spring  water  many  fish  migrate  to  spawn— an 
advantage  to  the  Pickering  Club,  as  naturally  the  largest 
fish  displace  smaller  ones  in  the  best  holds.  Do  what  yon 
like  fish  will  select  positions  for  themselves.  Within 
reasonable  bounds  it  is  found  in  the  several  adjoining 
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district  fishings,  that  whore  there  is  a  long  run  of  gravel 
beds  and  fine  streams  it  is  quite  possible  to  have  separate 
trout  fishing,  especially  if  the  scale  fish  have  sufficient 
beats  of  long,  deep  pools,  with  suitahlo  bottoms  left. 
Many  local  circumstances  combine  to  stop  scale  fish  from 
working  up  stream  ;  but  it  is  the  lower  portion  of  both 
that  contain  the  most  large  grayling,  the  water  there 
running  deeper  and  stiller. 

In  referring  to  the  hatchery  which  was  purchased  from 
the  Costa  Club,  and  used  last  season — it  was  owing  to  its 
being  almost  impossible  to  rear  young  fish  in  the  Costa  ou 
account  of  a  weed  that  grew  and  choked  them,  that  the 
other  club  got  possession  of  the  same.  Their  second 
season's  fry  are  doing  very  well  under  good  and.  careful 
management;  but  no  amount  of  trout  turned  down  will 
succeed  unless  the  grayling  are  reduced. 

Kildholme  Priory  (one  mile  east  of  Kirby  Moorside)  was 
mentioned,  and,  with  regard  to  these  peculiar  springs  or 
kelds,  it  is  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  district  of 
Eyedale  has  many  such.  Within  half  a  mile  north  of  this 
Priory  (with  its  splendid  trout  fishing)  the  whole  of  the 
stream  of  the  Eiver  Dove  issues  out  of  a  cavern  in  the  solid 
rock,  leaving  the  bed  a  mile  northward  dry,  except  in 
flood  time.  The  same  distance  west  of  the  town  is  found 
a  similar  spring  to  the  Costa,  with  about  half  the  volume 
of  water,  called  Howkeld  Spring,  which  supplies  a  flour 
mill  in  the  adjoining  field.  Travelling  in  a  straight  line  some 
three  miles  westward,  the  Eiccal,  after  running  about  a 
mile  underground,  rises  near  Harum  and  Helmsley 
forming  a  good  fishing  stream.  The  river  Seven,  at 
Sinningtou,  forms  another  keld,  but  not  sufficient  in 
volume  to  be  of  fishing  interest.  North  of  all  these  places 
trout  fishing  alone  is  met  with— a  great  charm  to  strangers 
from  a  flat  country  to  be  able  to  ramble  among  finely 
wooded  and  moorland  scenery— in  some  cases  free  of 
charge,  or  by  obtaining  weekly  tickets  at  a  nominal  price, 
There  are  certainly  ssveral  private  fishings  on  some  of 
those  mentioned,  but  these  are  for  short  distances 
generally,  leaving  sufficient  for  club  tickets.  Fishing 
permits  are  more  easily  accessible  than  formerly,  and 
although  those  for  the  Costa  are  few  and  scarce  (no  day 
tickets  being  dealt  in),  both  are  obtainable  for  the  other 
adjoining  club  stream. 

It  is  considered  one  of  the  greatest  charms  to  visit  a 
good  club  water  for  the  first  time,  and  try  to  find  out  the 
special  attractions,  but  it  requires  a  lifetime  of  trial  and 
study  to  at  all  master  the  subject.  On  the  Costa,  for 
instance,  sometimes  the  fly  has  to  be  sunk  to  the  bottom, 
even  in  a  rough  wind,  in  order  to  have  a  full  basket.  The 
new  waterproof  dipping  acts  like  a  charm  on  this  clear 
water,  and  some  members  believe  the  best  plan  to  be 
tiring  out  the  fish  with  time  and  separate  flies.  "  Have 
you  done  with  that  fish  ?  "  was  asked  of  the  writer  (he 
being  a  non-resident  and  a  stranger),  and  the  same  thing 
occurred  on  visiting  the  clear  Driffield  Club  water.  The 
noted  Costa  has  not  all  its  own  way,  strangers  now  and 
then  longing  to  have  the  fuller  baskets  obtained  from  the 
les3  clear  adjoining  stream.  Both  clubs  are,  however,  now 
making  some  improvement,  and  hope  to  cope  with  the 
matter.  The  Costa  has  just  had  500  fine  yearling  trout 
added,  and  its  neighbour  is  to  have  the  grayling  somewhat 
reduced  by  lowering  the  standard  to  Din.,  with  limit 
of  number  of  fishing  days  done  away  with.  A  larger 
portion  of  fishing  is  being  reserved  for  fly  until  October, 
when  the  whole  of  the  club  water  will  be  available  and 
receive  a  great  concession  in  respect  of  grayling.  Having 
plenty  of  nearer  fishing  at  disposal,  it  has  been  a  pleasure 
to  assist  strangers  in  these  several  mentioned  waters, 
whioh  require  some  local  knowledge,  both  as  to  access  and 
selection  of  beats,  and  other  little  matters. — Yours,  &c. 

John  Craven  Frank! 

TEOUT  FISHING  IN  NOETH  WALES. 
Sir,— Will  one  of  your  readers  kindly  inform  me  where 
I  could  obtain  good  free  trout  fishing  in  North  Wales ; 
middle  of  May ;  lake,  or  river  and  lake  ?    Must  be  close  to 
a  good  hotel.— Yours;  &c,  March  Brown. 

TEOUT  FISHING  IN  IEELAND. 

Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondent  in  last  issue 
of  Fishing  Gazette,  with  your  kind  permission,  I  have 
pleasure  in  informing  Mr.  Fred  Ogle  that  brown  trout 
fishing  in  April  and  May  at  Newtownstewart,  co.  Tyrone, 
is,  I  consider,  the  best  in  north  of  Ireland.  Fully  twenty 
miles  of  beautiful  free  water  around  this  picturesque  old 
village  with  its  quaint  old  ivy-clad  bridge,  which  spans  the 
Mourae.  King  James,  on  his  retreat  from  the  memorable 
6iege  of  Derry,  slept  in  the  old  castle  of  Newtownstewart, 
and  in  return  for  the  night's  shelter  sacked  and  burned 
the  ancient  building,  and  the  ruins  still  remain.  If  your 
correspondent  thinks  of  going  to  Newtownstewart,  and  puts 
up  at  Moore's  Hotel,  I  speak  from  experience  when  I  say 
that  he  will  be  well  looked  after  by  the  proprietor,  who  is 
an  ardent  angler,  and  that  he  won't  pay  too  much  for  his 
sport.    Yours  truly,  J.  M.  Henry, 

Hon.  Secretary  N.E.  Ulster  Angling  Club. 

27,  Donegall-place,  Belfast, 

A  GOOD  TEOUT  FI8HING  PL-ACE. 

Sir,— Mr.  Ogle  will  find  gc  d  trout  fishing  at  Newtown- 
stewart, Tyrone,  and  will  do  well  to  put  up  with  Mr.  J.  J. 
Moore,  who  is  a  fount  of  information  ;  and,  together  with 
his  kind  wife,  will  do  all  they  can  to  make  him  comfort- 
able.—Yours,  &c,  W.  Clements. 

Burton-on-Trenfc.   

CHUB  AND  EOACH  FISHING  NEAE  CAELTSLE. 

Dear  Sir,— I  shou'd  be  obliged  if  you,  or  any  of  your 
Carlisle  readers,  could  give  me  the  following  particulars 
re  the  ohub,  roach,  and  daco  fishing  to  be  had^in  the  river 
Eden.    We  have  had  several  comments  "  on  the  fine 


the 


ehubbing,  Ac.,  procurable"  appearing  from  time  to  time 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

1.  Where  are  the  best  spots  for  bottom  fishing  ?  Are 
there  any  good  places  near  Carlisle  'i 

■  2.  What  is  the  most  suitable  style  of  tackle  fo: 
river— ledger  or  float  fishing-' 

3.  What  are  the  average  and  specimen  sizes  of  chub 
roach,  and  dace  one  may  expsct  to  meet  with;  of  course,' 
given  the  necessary  skill  of  an  ardent  angler,  and  not  a 
novice  P 

4.  What  would  be  considered  a  good  day's  basket 

5.  Is  the  fishing  free  ?  What  is  the  close  season  I 
Suitable  lodgings  adjacent  to  the  best  spots  ? 

Apologising  for  the  numbarof  my  queries,  the  answering 
of  which  would  be  greatly  esteemed  not  only  by  myself, 
but  by  a  large  number  of  my  angling  frieiids.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation, — Yours  truly, 

Wigan.  _____    jAs.  e.  Atherton. 

FISHING  IN  KASHMIE. 
Dear  Sir,— I  said  I  would  write  you  an  account  of 
Kashmir  fishing. 
It  may  be  fairly  divided  into  four  divisions— 

1.  The  mahseer  fishing  in  the  main  river. 

2.  The  chirroo  fishing  in  the  mountain  streams. 

3.  The  mulberry  fishing. 

4.  The  small  fish  ;  fishing  with  fly ;  fiy,  spoon,  and  bait 
The  number  of  varieties  of  Kashmir  fish  is  very  large 

but  of  these,  those  usually  ciught  with  rod  and  line  by 
the  Sahibs,  are  :  1,  Mahseer;  2,  snow  chirroo ;  3,  chirroo- 
4,  rohoo;  5,  shoosh ;  (i,  hejv. 

There  are  four  places  in  the  valley  where  mahseer  are 
caught.  1.  Sopor ;  moor  under  the  new  bridge,  and  spin 
across  and  down  stream  with  about  20yds.  to  40yds.  of  line 
°™  Ky?ia  wil1  take  your  bait  or  sP°on  over  the  piles  of  the 
old  bridge,  where  the  fish  lie.  The  spoons  which  are 
mostly  used  vary  from  lin.  to  2in.  ;  the  best  I  found  to  be 
hog-backed  silver  with  scales  stamped  on  the  back.  The 
trace  must  have  three  swivels,  and  should  be  single  grilse 
gut.  Here  you  will  catch  mahseers,  chirroo,  and  an 
occasional  shoosh.  I  caught  one  about  4Jlb.,  which  is  an 
uncommon  size  to  take  with  a  rod,  though  they  run  up  to 
201b.  The  spoons  should  be  mounted  with  lip  hook  and 
flying  triangle.  2.  Ningat,  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
Sopor  up  river.  Before  Sopor  old  bridge  was  washed 
away,  this  place  was  but  little  good,  now  it  holds  all  the 
big  fish.  The  Jhetlum  river  here  leaves  the  Wootar  Lake 
and  is  00yds.  to  90yds.  wide;  slow,  fairly  clean,  with  a 
clear  mud  bottom  ;  no  weeds  or  snags.  The  way  to  fish  it 
is  to  start  at  the  top,  and  be  paddled  slowly  from  side  to 
side,  trailing  two  lines,  one  of  which  you  hold,  one  is  held 
for  yon. 

The  finer  you  fish,  the  better  will  be  your  sport.  We 
found  that  the  tackle  best  suited  for  the  sport  is  a  fairly 
stiff  rod,  say,  14ft.  to  16ft.  long ;  reel  to  hold  200yds.  of 
line,  the  first  forty  to  be  American  waterproof  line  ;  the 
rest  Tnssar  silk  as  a  back  line.  If  your  line  will  take  a 
dead  pull  of  71b.  or  81b.,  you  can  hold  any  fish  in  this  slow 
water.  The  Tussar  silk  is  A  1,  as  it  is  fairly  strong- 
breaks  at  81b.  or  101b.— is  thin  and  elastic.  TI19  trace 
should  be  single  or  double  grilse  gut,  with  three  or  four 
swivels  about  6ft.  long.  Spoons  about  lin.  to  2in.  long, 
mounted  flying  lip  and  triangle,  No.  7—10  (new  number- 
ing). 

The  night  fishing  is  with  frog— a  stouter  trace  and  single 
hook  through  both  a  frog's  lips.  The  frog  must  be  alive. 
You  should  be  leaded  both  for  day  and  night  fishing,  so  as 
just  to  keep  off  the  bottom.  Here  you  catch  mahsaer  and 
chirroo  ;  the  mahseer  run  up  to  501b.,  the  chirroo  to  151b. 
Time  to  fish,  morning  and  evening  :  July  and  August  best 
time. 

Sumbat  Bridge.— Same  as  Sopor,  but  above  Ningat. 

Shadipore.— Just  half  a  mile  up  the  Sind  river,  above 
where  it  joins  the  Jhetlum.  Spin  from  a  boat  or  the  bank. 
The  river  is  colder  than  the  Jhetlum,  and  faster.  The  only 
bait  we  found  any  good  was  a  dead  spinning  pout,  about 
2£in.  to  3£in.  long.  The  tackle,  a  small  triangle  on  gut, 
threaded  through  the  fish  from  gut  to  mouth,  giving  the 
tail  a  twist  to  make  the  fish  spin.  Mahseer  up  to  101b., 
and  chirroo.    Time  :  July,  morning  and  evening. 

Snoiv  Chirroo  (sometimes  called  snow  trout).  —  A 
fish  that  runs  up  to  lib.,  shaped  like  a  gudgeon,  is  spotted, 
with  feelers  on  its  lower  lip.  It  takes  a  worm  best,  then 
Devon  minnow,  lastly,  a  fly,  and  is  found  in  all  the 
mountain  streams.  Fish  as  for  brown  trout.  A  peculi  ix 
thing  I  noticed  about  these  fish  is  their  intense  coldness 
when  taken  from  the  water ;  they  feel  like  a  piece  of  ice 
in  the  hand. 

Mulberry  Fishing.  —  When  the  mulberries  are  ripe 
everything  in  the  valley  eats  them.  The  natives  eat  them 
in  quantities ;  the  cattle,  ponies,  goats,  sheep,  dogs,  and 
birds  eat  them ;  the  black  bass  come  down  to  them  at 
night,  and  wherever  a  tree  hangs  over  the  water  there  tha 
fish  collect.  A  place  called  Ganderbat,  where  the  Sind 
iver  debouches  on  to  the  valley  is  the  best  place  for  this 
fishing,  for  there  one  can  get  chirroo  and  rohoo  up  to  151b. 
to  2011).  Tho  tackle  in  much  'he  same  as  for  mahseer,  but 
need  not  be  to  powerful,  aud,  instead  of  trace  and  spoon, 
single  hook  and  float  aro  wauted. 

With  the  smaller  chirroo  great  fun  can  bo  had  with  a 
light  stiff  rod,  a  Nottingham  reel,  fine  silk  Hue,  small 
porcupine  float,  and  mstal  roach  hooks— fishing  Thames 
trolling  style.  It's  more  like  roaching  than  anvtbing 
else  here.  These  fish  run  up  to  gib.,  and  aro  chirroo, 
rohoo,  and  heyo,  and  afford  a  lot  of  fun  of  a  summer's 
evening.  The  ploasanteht  place  to  catch  thorn  is  on  the 
Srinauar  Dat  (lake),  where  the  water  is  gin  clear  and  the 
fish  a  bit,  shy,  and  tho  scenery  lovely.  I  havo  caught  thirty 
in  two  hours,  throwing  back  all  under  7in. 

Small  fish  up  to  21b.  can  be  had  a'so  with  a  fly  or  fly 
spoon,  or  natural  grasshoppers,  at  several  places  down  the 
river.  There  is  one  place  about  three  miles  above 
Srinagar  where  the  chirroo  take  a  fly  well  at  times,  At 


Hadjan,  near  Sumbat,  they  take  a  fly.  Also  at  a  place 
near  Ningat.  There  is  a  small  canal  near  Sumbat  where 
chirroo  of  21b.  to  31b.  may  be  taken  all  the  summer  with  J' 
hve  grasshopper.  At  Sopor  I  have  taken  fish  of  Jib.  with  « 
Eed  Palmer,  and  all  down  the  river  on  the  shallows  air  ongst 
the  weeds,  the  fish  of  jib.  to  sib.  may  be  seen  chasing  tne;- 
mill  fry,  and  it  needs  some  skill  to  catch  them,  as  yous  must? 
fish  very  fine  and  fast,  and  cast  straight,  or  you  are  weeded. , 
Still,  take  it  all  round,  it  is  not  bid  fun— nothing  like? 
trout  fishing,  but  still  better  than  nothing.  As  a  means  of  1 
amusement  I  class  the  snow  chirroo  fishing  as  the  first, ; 
because  of  the  lovely  scenery  and  air.  Second.  The  mul-J 
berry  fishing  on  the  Srinagar  Dat  for  small  fishing.  Third.3 
The  mahseer  fishing. .  Fourth.  The  fishing  at  Ganderbat;  1 
Fifth.  The  fly-fishing.  The  only  fly  I  know  that  they-j 
will  take  at  all  freely  is  the  Coachman,  which  they  take  for  5 
fry  of  some  fish.  I  tie  it  with  green  peacock  hart  body^l 
grey  hackle  and  white  wing,  with  a  bit  of  "bait  in  it. 

The  mahseer  fishing  at  Ningat  is  the  slowest  work  I  have  1 
ever  done,  and  the  hooking  of  the  fish  depends  entirely  on -3 
the  boatman  (there  ara  only  three  good  ones).   If  your< | 
boatman  knows  the  river  you  will  get  fish ;  if  not,  vou  will 
get  none. 

To  anyone  coming  out  here  I  would  recommend  a  couple 
of  14ft.  fairly  stiff  rods  for  mahseer,  each  to  have  a  reel-hold-  ] 
ing  150yds.  to  200yds.  of  line,  4iri.  reel.    A  small  10ft.  fly  J 
rod,  with  30yds.  waterproof  line,  fine  casts,  and  hackle ;  flies  J 
floating  and  otherwise,  and  Coachmen,  and  a  small  10ft.  3 
bamboo  rod;  Nottingham  reel  and  40yds.  running  silk  A 
line  for  light  mulberry  fishing  in  the  Dat.  And.  above  all,  J 
bring  a  shot-gun  and  rifle.    There  are  ducks  of  all  sorts,  ; 
partridges,  bsars,  deer,  ibex,  mackhor,  <fec.    I  have  not  . 
been  away  much,  but  have  had  sieven  bears  ard  one  stag. 
It  is  a  lovely  place,  and  well  worth  a  visit  by  anyone 
having  nothing  else  to  do. 

The  hooks  for  mahseer  must  be  very  strong  (though 
not  large),  or  they  will  be  broken  by  a  mahseer's 
snap.  A  mahseer  takes  the  bait  with  a  wild  rush  some- 
what like  a  lythe  and  hooks  itself,  and  if  your  tackle 
stands  his  first  rush  you  have  him  ;  he  will  make  two  or 
three  more  rueh.es,  but  they  need  not  be  feared.  Tho 
great  thing  is,  if  you  have  room,  let  him  go  at  first,  or 
he  will  smash  everything  up.  I  have  known  one  take  out 
l/Oyds.of  line  straight  away,  and  I  have  had  good  stout 
pike  triangles  broken  like  eggshell  china.  Verb.  sap. — 
Yours  sincerely,  Grey  Palmer. 

Srinagar,  Kashmir.  » 

PEESEEVING  NATUEAL  FLIES. 
Sir,— I  see  a  query  a3  to  whether  formalin  would  do 
for  preserving  insects  ;  I  have  not  tried  it,  but  fear  th.it 
unless  used  very  dilute,  say  one  in  five  hundred,  it  would 
render  the  wings  brittle.  But  some  years  ago  I  began  a 
collection  of  river  and  loch  flies  (destroyed,  alas !  in  a 
removal),  and  the  plan  I  adopted  was  to  spread  a  film  of 
amber  varnish  on  a  glass  slide,  deposit  a  fly  on  it,  and  then, 
after  it  bad  dried,  to  varnish  over  with  the  same  material. 
Canada  balsam,  dissolved  in  either  chloroform  or  ether, 
I  forget  which,  did  nearly  as  well,  but  was  slightly  dimmer. 
By  the  bye,  speaking  of  formalin,  I  have  been  experi- 
menting with  various  strengths,  and  find  that  by  adopting 
the  method  of  hypodermic  injection,  suggested  by  Herr 
Jaffe,  a  one  per  cent,  solution  is  strong  enough  to  preserve 
specimen  fish  apparently  indefinitely.  The  same  strength 
is  sufficient  for  baits,  and  better  than  a  stronger.— I 
am,  &c,   T.  Si'ENi  1  . 

DEESSING  FOE  SILK  LINES. 
Sir, — Will  you  kindly  let  me  know,  through  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  of  a  good  dressing  for  a  silk  line  ?    One  that  will 
dry  quickly,  and  prevent  the  line  from  kinking.— Yours 
truly,  C.  Dejonge. 

[If  the  line  is  to  dry  quickly,  it  is  impoverished,  and 
_  ill  Tiot  last  nearly  so  long  as  one  slowly  dried.  For 
instance,  raw  linseed  oil  is  the  very  best  in  many  instances, 
but  takes  a  long  time  to  dry,  probably  three  months.  A 
good  dressing  for  drying  quickly  is  boiled  linseed  oil,  with 
a  little  japanner's  gold  size  dissolved  therein.  The  pro- 
portion one-eighth  of  the  size  to  seven-eighths  of  the  oil.  ] 

DOUBLE  MIDGE  FLIES  WITH  A  METAL  EYE. 
Sir,— Mr.  John  Forrest,  of  24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford- 
street,  London,  W.,  has  just  sent  for  my  inspection  a  few 
midge  flies  on  double  hooks.  A  novel  feature  being  that 
they  are  dressed  with  a  metal  eye,  and  yet  are  two 
separate  hooks  whipped  together,  and,  therefore,  more  or 
less  moveable,  an  immense  advantage  over  brazed  doubles, 
in  so  small  a  size,  which  are  so  apt  to  break  in  the  fish's 
mouth,  being  rigid. 

As  everyone  knows,  these  tiny  doubles  often  account  for  a 
basket  of  trout  when  ordinary  flie3  are  utterly  out  of  it — 
in  wet-fly  fishing  especially— and  1  do  not  see  why  they 
should  not  do  well  even  in  dry-fly  fishing,  if  given  a  fair 
trial. 

Mr.  Forrest's  samples  are  very  well  dressed,  and  I  only 
wish  that  I  was  going  to  use  them  myself,  and  which  an 
attack  of  rheumatism  in  my  right  arm  and  hand  puts  out 
of  the  question  for  a  time. — I  am,  &c,       E.  M.  Tod. 
Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


"What  cannot  nil  Cured  most  be  Endured"  need  not  bo 
said  to  those  vvlio  suffor  fr<m  the  effect*  of  bad  less,  scorbutic 
and  scrofulous  sores,  as  Holloa-ay's  Ointn.ent  and  Pills  aro 
splendid  specifics  for  these  distressing  afflictions.  The  <■  1111  t 
gratitude  of  thousands  who  have  experienced  the  wondorful 
Influence  of  these  remedies,  so  thai  they  have  been  raised  from  a 
positi'm  cf  prostrate  helplessness  to  one  of  Independenrje  uml 
conifort,  is  being  constantly  expressed,  both  personally  and  by 
letter.  Their  value  is  known  throughout  the  world  for  every 
form  of  disease.  In  cases  of  indigestion,  ague,  fevers,  and 
disorders  of  the  stomach  und  bowels,  the  pills  aro  on  infallible 
remody,  For  gout,  ihcumatics,  neuralgia,  die,  tho  Ointment  Is 
a  blessing  to  thousands  of  poor  sufferers. 


April  24,  1897] 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCOEPOEATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  24th,  1897. 
TROUT  WATER  PROBLEMS. 


SOME  PROBABLE  BUT  UNSUSPECTED  CAUSES 
OF  ABSENCE  OF  FLY — EFFECTS  OF  OVER 
"DRY  FLY"  FISHING  A  WATER,  4c— AN 
INDICTMENT  OF  THE  EEL. 


By  R.  B.  Marston. 
I  AM  not  at  all  sure  that,  fascinating  as  dry  fly 
fishing  undoubtedly  is,  its  constant  and  persistent 
use  is  not  driving  the  trout  into  becoming  under 
water  instead  of  surface  feeders— thus  forcing 
them  to  feed  on  the  insect  in  its  imperfect  or, 
rather,  incomplete  under-water  state.  For  this 
reason  I  think  owners  of  fisheries  ought  to  be 
most  careful  about  putting  American  fontinalis, 
rainbow,  and  other  foreign  trout  into  their  waters 
| — and  even  strains  of  English  trout  from  streams 
in  which  they  do  not  rise  freely — for  it  is  perfectly 
obvious,  though  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  that 
anyone  has  made  the  suggestion  before,  that 
disappearance  of  fly  from  a  water  may  be  caused 
by  the  fish  killing  it  in  its  under-water  stages, 
and  thus  exterminating  it,  or  almost  exterminating 
it,  for  a  time,  if  not  for  good.  And  by  fish  I  do 
not  mean  only  trout — coarse  fish  live  chiefly  on  fly 
in  its  larval  stage.  Every  roach  and  dace  and 
gudgeon  angler  knows,  and  has  known  for 
centuries,  that  one  of  the  veiy  best  baits  for  those 
fish  is  the  "  cad"  (short  for  "  caddis  ")  bait,  which 
is  one  of  the  immense  family  of  water  flies  which 
in  the  grub  or  under-water  caterpillar  stage  of 


the  animal  protect  themselves  by  means  of  a  case 
or  sack,  stuck  round  with  sticks  or  stones,  the 
alder  and  the  sedges  being  the  most  commonly 
known  to  the  fly  fisher  of  this  great  family. 

Many  a  time  have  I,  like  every  other  trout 
angler,  sat  or  leaned  on  a  foot-bridge  watching 
the  fish  feeding,  and  in  wondering  why  there  was 
such  a  scarcity  of  fly  on  a  water  where  formerly 
there  was,  if  anything,  too  much,  I  have  tried  to 
think  out  reasons  for  it,  and  I  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  at  any  rate  the  following  causes 
have  had.  more  to  do  with  it  than  might  be 
supposed,  viz. : 

1.  Persistent  continual  dry  fly  fishing. 

2.  As  a  consequence  of  No.  1,  trout  and  grayling 
being  driven  to  feed  more  on  under-water  food 
than  on  surface  food. 

3.  Increase  of  eels,  in  consequence  of  their 
being  far  less  systematically  fished  for  than 
formerly,  in  consequence  of  the  great  increase  in 
the  importation  of  foreign  eels  and  foreign  cheap 
food. 

There  are  other  and  possibly  more  important 
factors  to  be  considered  as  causing  decrease  of 
fly,  such  as  improved  draining,  high  farming,  the 
use  of  mineral  manures,  and  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  sub-aquatic  life  by  refuse  from 
factories  and. town;  but  these  are  well  known, 
and  certainly  do  not  affect  many  waters  I  have 
in  mind,  in  which  water  flies,  the  sheet  anchor 
of  fly  fishing,  have  disappeared  to  a  great  extent. 

Taking  them  in  the  order  in  which  I  have 
placed  what  I  may  call  unsuspected  causes  of 
decrease,  I  will  begin  with 

No.  1.  Persistent  and  Continual  Dry  Fly 
Fishing. 

No  one  will  deny  that  a  healthy  trout  must  have 
a  certain  amount  of  food  in  some  shape  during 
the  twenty -four  hours  of  each  day  of  the  fly- 
fishing season.  From  many  year's  observation 
on  many  of  our  best  dry  fly  waters,  I  am  quite 
convinced  that  persistent  fishing  with  an  admir- 
able imitation  of  the  natural  fly  floating  on  the 
surface  educates  the  trout  to  the  danger  of  the 
artificial  infinitely  more  than  the  old  wet  fly 
chuck-and-chance-it  system  does.  The  trout  soon 
after  the  opening  of  the  season  becomes  absolutely 
afraid  to  feed  on  the  natural  fly ;  he  seems  to 
know  that  though  he  would  like  to  rise  and  feed 
on  those  tempting  few  Duns  sailing  over  him, 
that  a  two-legged  animal  behind  those  rushes  is 
watching  them  as  keenly  as  he  is,  and  that  if 
appetite  gets  the  better  of  his  discretion  there 
will  presently  come  floating  down  among  those 
naturals  something  with  a  most  unnatural  sting 
in  its  tail.  In  all  probability  he  remembers  that 
in  consequence  of  rising  and  feeding  on  the  Duns 
he  has  been  hooked,  and  escaped  only  after  (to 
him)  a  fearful  struggle,  and  by  the  skin  of  his 
mouth,  probably  minus  a  bit  of  it;  or  with  some- 
thing sticking  in  his  tongue  of  a  most  unpleasant 
nature ;  or  he  may  remember  at  the  end  of  a 
struggle  being  lifted  into  a  fluid  which  his  respi- 
ratory organs  can  make  nothing  of,  being  squeezed 
in  a  grip  which  acts  like  an  emetic,  and  probably 
bursts  his  air  bladder,  and  then  being  uncere- 
moniously returned  to  his  native  element — sans 
breath,  sans  dinner,  sans  everything. 

Rupture  of  the  air  bladder  is  probably  far  more 
common  than  owners  of  water  are  aware  of — as 
many  anglers  unwittingly  do  it  when  taking  a 
firmly  fixed  hook  out  of  an  undersized  fish's 
mouth,  also  when  the  water  is  netted  for  pike 
many  trout  get  very  roughly  handled.  Rupture 
of  the  air  bladder  of  a  fish  is  not  immediately 
fatal,  but  it  converts  the  fish  of  necessity  into  a 
bottom  feeder,  and  doubtless  many  of  those  lanky, 
eel-like  trout  have  been  brought  to  that  condition 
through  rupture  of  the  air  bladder.  One  of  the 
things  to  teach  a  young  angler  is  how  to  take  a 
hook  out  of  a  fish  without  injuring  the  fish. 

Small  blame  to  the  trout,  then,  if  after  some 
such  experience  he  prefers  to  confine  his  attention 
t;  the  luscious  under-cut,  instead  of  the  more 
tempting  upper-cut,  with  its  horseradish  sauce 
and  horseplay  accompaniment. 

There  are  thousands  of  good  lusty  trout  at  this 
moment  in  our  dry  fly  waters  who  will  have  thi 
experience  to  go  through  as  the  season  advances, 
and  there  are  thousands  of  anglers  who  will  be 
grumbling  at  the  scanty  rise  of  fly,  or  at  the  trout 
which  won't  rise  at  what  fly  there  is,  or  at  their 
"  coming  short  "  when  they  do. 
"  Coming  short !  "   What  clouds  of  tobacco  and 


kegs  of  cold  tea  have  you  been  responsible  for,  to 
say  nothing  of  language  more  emphatic  than 
polite. 

And  if  these  trout  which  want  to  "  come  up  " 
are  being  so  eternally  "  put  down "  and  "  put 
back,"  is  it  their  fault  if  they  fill  their  large  or 
little  bellies  with  the  "goose  which  lays  the 
golden  egg  "  ?  Nature  has  told  them  to  come  to 
the  surface  and  feed  on  the  winged  insect.  They, 
as  well  bred  trout,  prefer  to  do  so ;  as  game  fish 
they  prefer  to  bring  down  their  game  on  the 
wing  rather  than  pot  it  when  sitting  and  un- 
fledged. But  as  they  must  get  their  living  some- 
how, it  is  not  their  fault  if  they  kill  the  grub 
before  it  has  had  a  chance  to  multiply  in  the  air. 
The  new  trout — for  there  is  a  new  trout  as  well  as 
a  new  woman — acts  on  the  old  maxim : 

".  .   .  Faeilis  decensus  averni ; 
Sed  revocare  gradum  superasque  evadere  ad  auras, 
Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  est." 

The  under  world  invites  us  night  and  day, 
Smooth  the  descent,  with  ease  we  catch  our  prey ; 
But — to  return,  on  duns  to  feed  again, 
That  is  a  work  of  labour  and  of  pain. 

As  regards  the  damage  done  in  a  trout  stream 
by  eels,  I  am  quite  convinced  that  it  is  infinitely 
more  than  owners  of  trout  streams  imagine— if  they 
think  about  it  at  all.  They  spend  any  amount  of 
money  and  time  in  keeping  down  the  pike,  and 
overlook  the  eel  entirely  in  most  cases.  And  yet 
anyone  who  has  studied  the  habits  of  the  eel 
cannot  gainsay  what  I  say,  and  that  is.  that  from 
the  time  he  begins  to  move  up  our  streams  in  the 
spring  to  the  time  he  begins  to  drop  down  them 
in  the  autumn,  there  is  nothing  half  so  voracious 
in  our  rivers  as  the  common  eel. 

As  a  youngster,  over  thirty  years  ago,  I  used,  in 
the  summer  holidays,  to  fish  all  day  and  set  night 
lines  for  eels  almost  every  night,  in  a  lovely  trout 
stream  in  Shropshire — the  Onny,  near  Craven 
Arms.  It  was  on  that  river,  by  practical  expe- 
rience, and  by  lessons  from  my  father  and  Izaak 
Walton,  I  got  a  knowledge  of  the  ways  and  habits 
of  trout  and  other  fish  which  has  since  served  me 
well  all  my  life.  I  learned  then  that  although  you 
might  but  rarely  see  eels,  yet  that  they  were 
larger,  stronger,  and  more  numerous  than  any 
other  kind  of  fish  in  the  river.  I  learned  that 
except  in  a  thick  water  it  was  almost  useless  to 
fish  for  them  in  daytime,  except  among  the  big 
stones  and  rockwork  of  mill  dams  and  weirs.  In 
such  places,  even  in  a  blazing  sun,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  drop  a  worm  or  a  minnow  gently  down, 
deep  down,  between  two  big  stones,  then  like  a 
flash  a  black  head  and  neck  struck  the  bait,  and 
it  was  drawn  in  under  the  stone.  After  a  minute 
or  two  it  was  simply  a  question  of  the  strength  of 
one's  tackle  and  the  size  of  the  eel,  a  slow  steady 
pull  generally  ended  in  the  frying  pan — and  those 
Onny  eels  were  bonny  eels.  But  I  rarely  bothered 
about  catching  eels  in  the  daytime,  because  we, 
that  is  my  cousins  and  I,  could  always  make  sure 
of  a  good  haul  on  our  night  lines,  baited  with 
lobworms,  minnows,  loach,  or  bullheads.  Now, 
although  this  lovely  little  river  the  Onny  was,  at 
the  time  I  fished  it,  abundantly  stocked  with 
grand  trout  and  a  very  fair  sprinkling  of 
"  rough'uns,"  as  we  used  to  call  chub,  out  of  the 
hundreds  of  times  we  pulled  up  our  night  lines  at 
3,  4,  and  5  next  morning,  I  do  not  remember  more 
than  a  solitary  trout  or  two  among  the  victims, 
which  were  invariably  eels  of  all  sizes.  Trout 
feed  at  night,  unquestionably,  especially  big 
trout,  but  they  leave  the  deeps  for  the  shallows, 
and  the  very  rare  occasions  when  we  pulled  in  a 
trout  on  a  night  line  was  when  it  was  laid  in  the 
shallow  water  of  the  mill  race  below  the  mill. 
Trout  are  surface  feeders  at  night ;  eels  are  all 
over  the  water  at  night.  It  did  not  matter  where 
we  set  our  eel  lines — eels  we  got.  Our  eel  hooks 
were  made  with  metal  eyes,  and  fastened  by  a 
short  length  of  twisted  brass  wire  to  stout  whip- 
cord. We  rarely  had  breakages  or  blanks.  Cer- 
tainly, one  season  we  could  not  account  for  the 
fact  that  our  lines  were  minus  hooks  and  came  in 
empty,  but  we  found  that  an  earlier  bird  had  been 
up  before  us,  drawn  our  lines,  and  taken  our  fish. 
We  circumvented  him  by  setting  our  lines  in  a 
different  way.  Instead  of  fastening  one  end  to  a 
peg  in  the  ground  or  the  root  of  a  willow  or  alder, 
we  put  a  brick  or  stone  at  each  end  and  cast  the 
lot  into  the  river,  marking  the  spots  so  that  we 
should  know  them  next  morning.  Our  early  bird 
was  then  unable  to  go  as  we  could  and  rake  out 
the  lines,  and  he  gave  up  the  attempt. 
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Eels  feed  ravenously — they  cannot  help  it. 
Some  years  ago  I  had  a  piece  of  water  of  about 
two  and  a  half  acres  under  my  sole  control.  In 
addition  to  all  kinds  of  other  fish  there  was  a 
very  good  stock  of  fine  eels.  We  caught  them  on 
rod  and  line  up  to  31b,  weight.  I  had  this  water 
for  two  or  three  years  before  I  learned  that  my 
eels  destroyed  a  large  proportion  of  the  young  fry 
of  the  other  fish — roach,  carp,  bream,  tench,  &c. 

But  one  season  an  old  angling  friend  and 
frequent  contributor  to  the  F.  G.,  Mark  Antony, 
asked  me  to  let  him  have  a  turn  at  all  night  fish- 
ing in  my  pool.  I  agreed,  and  I  sat  up  fishing 
with  him  for  bream  and  carp  until  past  midnight. 
We  caught  a  few  good  fish,  and  I  left  him.  Then 
he  had  some  good  fun  with  the  eels,  and  every 
eel  he  caught  had  in  its  stomach  the  digested,  or 
partly  digested,  remains  of  my  young  fry.  When 
1  went  down  to  the  water  next  morning  I  was 
absolutely  convinced  of  the  fact  that  eels  of  all 
sizes  at  night  feed  ravenously  on  the  young  fry  of 
all  other  fresh  water  fish.  I  knew,  of  course,  that 
the  best  bait  for  an  eel  night  line  is  a  small, 
freshly-killed  fish  of  some  kind — minnow,  loach, 
&c.  ;  but  I  did  not  know  before  that  they  feed  on 
small  fish  at  night. 

I  am  quite  certain  that  too  many  eels  in  a  trout 
stream  are  far  more  harmful  than  is  generally 
supposed ;  they  not  only  kill  young  trout — a  large 
eel  will  kill  and  swallow  a  yearling  trout — but  they 
get  far  too  large  a  share  of  the  food  the  trout 
should  get ;  they  destroy  great  quantities  of  larva 
of  water  flies.  Not  many  years  ago  we  used  to 
have  quite  a  nice  little  stock  of  gudgeon  in  a  part 
of  the  Itchen  I  know ;  now  they  have  quite  dis- 
appeared, and  I  believe  the  increase  of  eels  has 
something  to  do  with  it. 

Before  trout  fishing  became  so  valuable,  every 
farmer's  lad  set  night  lines,  and  great  quantities 
of  eels  were  killed  in  this  way ;  now,  these  who 
have  the  fishing  rights  will  not  allow  a  night  line 
to  be  set  on  any  consideration.  Well,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  use  night  lines  ;  osier  eel  traps  (baited 
with  a  little  fresh  offal,  such  as  chicken's  guts,  or 
minnows,  small  dead  roach  and  dace,  &c.)  freely 
used  on  a  water  will  catch  great  numbers  of  eels. 
But  this  method  of  catching  them  and  the  use  of 
traps  at  mills  is  not  nearly  so  much  practiced  now 
as  formerly,  and  yet  I  am  certain  eels  should  be  kept 
down  quite  as  much  as  pike  and  coarse  fish.  The 
decrease  of  millers  on  our  streams  is  also  greatly 
in  favour  of  the  increase  of  eels.  Another  reason 
is  the  extraordinary  low  price  of  fish  and  foreign 
imported  food  in  this  country. 

Every  one  who  owns  or  rents  and  preserves  a 
stretch  of  trout  water  should  provide  his  keeper, 
or  keepers,  with  eel  traps,  and  see  that  they  are 
used.  The  war  of  extermination  against  the  otter 
is  yet  another  cause  of  the  increase  of  his  favourite 
food,  the  eel.    


THE  ENCYCLOPAEDIA  OF  SPORT.* 


Every  sportsman  must  wish  success  to  a  work 
covering  every  branch  of  sport  so  admirably  con- 
ceived, and,  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  so  ably  executed 
as  this.  As  the  Earl  of  Suffolk  and  Berkshire 
tells  us  in  the  preface,  the  founder  and  architect 
of  the  scheme  is  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  who  has  devoted 
himself  to  his  editorial  task  with  unflagging 
energy.  Each  of  the  twenty  parts,  of  which  those 
for  March  and  April  are  published,  will  contain 
two  full-page  photogravure  plate?,  and  many 
hundreds  of  text  illustrations  will  be  distributed 
throughout  the  work.  The  contributors  form 
such  a  representative  body  of  sportsmen  as  is 
almost  a  guarantee  for  the  quality  and  com- 
pleteness of  the  text.  Fish  and  fishing,  for 
instance,  will  be  dealt  with  by  William  Senior 
(angling  editor  of  the  Field),  F.  G.  Aflalo,  Willis 
Bund,  C.  H.  Cook  .("John  Bickerdyke "), 
Christopher  Davies,  H.  R.  Francis,  Capt.  Hale, 
Dr.  J.  A.  Henshall,  G.  E.  M.  Skues,  and  others. 
The  photogravure  plates  will  be  a  most  attractive 
feature  of  the  work,  while  many  of  the  text 
illustrations  are  admirable.  We  could  have 
wished  for  better  representations  of  some  of  the 
fish.  The  roach  on  page  24  is  a  libel  on  that 
handsome  fish,  and  others  are  but  indifferent 
copies  of  cuts  in  old  angling  books.    Take  the 

*  The  Encyclopedia  of  Spoet.  Edited  by  the  Karl  of 
Suffolk  and  Berkshire,  Medley  Peek,  and  F.  G.  Aflalo. 
Fully  illustrated.  To  bo  completed  in  twenty  2s.  monthly 
parts.   Royal  8vo.    London  :  Lawrence  and  Bnllon, 


perch  on  page  27.  It  is  a  very  poor  process  copy 
of  the  really  fine  woodcut  by  Mason  Jackson, 
done  for  Major's  edition  of  the  "  Complete 
Angler."  The  fact  that  some  of  the  fish  are 
copied  from  old  series  with  backgrounds,  and 
some  from  old  or  new  series  without,  causes  a 
want  of  vmiformity  which  is  not  pleasing.  If  a 
carefully  drawn  new  series  was  not  possible,  then 
a  little  more  caz-e  in  the  selection  of  old  originals, 
and  a  good  deal  more  in  their  reproduction,  will 
certainly  enhance  the  value  of  this  work  in  the 
eyes  of  the  angler.  We  give  the  editor  this 
hint,  because  we  hope  the  "  Encyclopaedia  of 
Sport "  will  prove  as  successful  as  such  a  spirited 
venture  deserves  to  be. 

The  contributors  of  the  Fish  and  Fishing 
portion  of  Part  I.  of  the  work  are  Mr.  Senior, 
"  John  Bickerdyke,"  and  Mr.  W.  Thomas.  Nor 
could  the  work  have  been  entrusted  to  more 
capable  authorities.  Mr.  Senior's  contribution  to 
Part  I.  extends  to  about  fourteen  pages,  being  a 
general  introduction  to  the  subject,  "Angling." 
He  begins  with  "Definition  of  the  Term,"  and 
this  reminds  us  that  we  have  long  intended 
to  offer  a  guinea's  worth  of  fishing  tackle  to  bs 
selected  by  the  first  person  who  can  prove  to  our 
satisfaction  that  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  was  the 
author  of  that  libellous  definition  of  angling  as 
"a  fly  at  one  end  of  a  line  and  a  fool  at  the 
other,"  which  has  been,  and  is,  so  continually 
ascribed  to  him.  We  recently  bought  a  copy  of 
the  first  edition  of  Johnson's  "Dictionary,"  a 
noble  folio  in  two  volumes,  chiefly  to  see  if  the 
great  Englishman  was  the  author  of  this  sneer, 
and  what  do  we  find  ?  Why,  nothing  in  the  nature 
of  a  sneer,  nothing  but  the  ordinary  definitions, 
with  some  charming  quotations  from  Shakespeare, 
Waller,  Dryden,  Addison,  Bacon,  &c,  in  which 
angler  or  angling,  &c,  are  mentioned,  such  as  this  : 

He  makes  a  May  Fly  to  a  miracle,  and  furnishes  the 
whole  country  with  angle  rods. — Addison,  "  Spectator," 
No.  108. 

Of  course  the  remark  may  be  found  somewhere 
in  Boswell's  Johnson,  but  we  do  not  think  so. 
Unfortunately  the  charming  little  edition  in  six 
volumes,  recently  published  by  Messrs.  Archibald 
Constable  and  Co.,  has  no  index.  We  distinctly 
remember  many  years  ago  publishing  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  a  note  showing  that  the  sarcasm 
in  question  was  written  before  Dr.  Johnson's  time, 
and  by  a  Frenchman. 

As  regards  the  antiquity  of  angling,  Mr.  Senior 
truly  says :  "  If  there  is  no  evidence  (as  some 
have  alleged  there  is)  that  Tubal  Cain  was  the 
first  manufacturer  of  fish  hooks,  and  that  one  of 
Noah's  sons  was  the  first  fly  dresser,  there  is  no 
living  person  who  can  authoritatively  affirm  other- 
wise." And  there  is  considerable  consolation  in 
that,  seeing  that  in  these  days  everybody  wants 
to  be  the  father  of  everything. 

Mr.  Senior's  contribution  covers,  as  we  have 
said,  many  pages ;  it  also  covers  a  multitude  of 
sins  in  the  way  of  fishy,  rather  than  fish-like, 
illustrations.*  It  makes  Part  I.  well  worth  its 
price  to  the  angler.  John  Bickerdyke  contributes, 
under  the  heading  "Coarse  Fish,"  short  accounts 
of  barbel,  roach,  rudd,  dace,  &c,  and  the  tackle 
and  methods  of  fishing  for  them.  By  the  way, 
we  note  that  John  Bickerdyke  says  that  tench 
feed  "  best  in  spring  and  early  summer,"  we  think 
July,  August,  and  September  are  generally  con- 
sidered the  best  months.  To  his  remark  that 
"  spearing  eels  is  very  good  fun,"  we  are  tempted 
to  say  it  is  not  "fun"'  worthy  of  J.  B's.  recom- 
mendation in  a  work  on  sport.  For  the  rest  it  is 
wonderful  how  much  useful  information  J.  B.  has 
packed  into  a  small  space.  We  note  a  printer's 
error  on  p.  30,  under  the  description  of  Trace, 
where  "  spring  bait"  stands  for  "spinning  bait." 
The  author  of  "The  Rod  in  India,"  Mr.  H.  S. 
Thomas,  contributes  an  excellent  article  on 
"  Indian  Angling,"  on  which  subject  he  is  the 
authority.  With  reference  to  the  mahseer  he  says  : 

Triangles  for  Mahseer  and  other  Fishing. 

"  Another  peculiarity  of  the  mahseer  is  t  hat, 
differing  herein  from  most  predatory  fish,  it  has 
no  teeth  at  all  in  its  soft,  leathery  mouth.  In  lieu 
thereof,  it  is  furnished  with  great  muscular  power 
of  jaw,  by  means  of  which  it  can  exercise  such  a 
violent  power  of  compression,  that  its  prey  is 
stunned  and  squeezed  lifeless  at  the  moment  of 

*  We  took  the  illustration  on  p.  19  to  be  a  tapeworm. 
It  is  much  more  like  one  than  what  it  is  supposed  to 
represent,  viz.,  a  tapered  lino. — Eo. 


capture.  This  is  noticeable  in  a  fishing  Bpoon,  I 
the  size  and  thickness  of  an  ordinary  dessert  I 
spoon,  being  crumpled  up  by  it  like  a  piece  of  I 
paper.  The  spoons  used  must  therefore  be  stout  I 
and  strong,  and  the  hooks  of  specially  stout  wir«,  I 
not  to  resist  tension,  but  to  stand  this  violent  I 
power  of  compression.  To  produce  the  results  it  I 
does,  the  mahseer  must  also  have  a  property  very  I 
unusual  in  a  fish,  but  with  which  we  are  familiar  I 
in  the  pad  of  the  tiger,  of  rigidifying  the  soft 
parts  of  the  mouth  at  the  moment  of  delivering  i 
its  blow." 

Until  we  read  these  remarks  we  supposed  the 
crushing  power  of  the  mahseer  was  not  in  the  moufl 
so  much  as  in  the  throat,  where  the  teeth  are,  as 
in  all  the  carp  family.  If  you  push  your  finger 
down  the  throat  of  a  good-sized  chub,  tench,  or 
carp  just  caught,  you  will  be  surprised  at  the 
hard  pressure  the  fish  can  exert.  If  we  ever  do 
any  mahseer  fishing,  we  shall  try  the  effect  of  a 
triangle,  not  stiffly  brazed  together,  but  simply 
whipped  together,  as  recommended  by  Colonel 
Hawker  long  ago.  The  best  spinner  of  a  natural 
bait  for  trout  we  ever  knew  was  the  late  William 
Bullock,  who  wrote  some  excellent  articles  on 
spinning  for  trout  for  us  in  the  Gazette  nearly 
twenty  years  ago.  He  always  used  HawkerV 
tackle,  with  the  triangles  made  by  whipping  three 
separate  hooks  together  with  waxed  silk.  He 
never  would  use  a  brazed  triangle,  either  for 
salmon,  trout,  or  pike  fishing,  and  certainly  we 
never  met  an  angler  who  killed  so  large  a  pro- 
portion of  the  fish  he  ran  as  Mr.  Bullock.  Cer- 
tainly  he  was  a  consummate  artist,  not  only  in 
making  up  his  tackle,  but  in  using  it  afterwards. 
Another  past  master — and  present,  too,  we  are 
glad  to  say — Mr.  E.  M.  Tod,  has  long  held  a  brief 
in  our  columns  and  elsewhere  for  the  whipped 
together — not  brazed — double  hook  for  Midges.  I 
The  whipped  triangle  is  sufficiently  stiff  to  keep  I 
the  triangle  in  shape  when  fishing,  but  allows  I 
them  to  close  together  when  one  point  has  taken  I 
hold,  and  the  mouth  of  the  fish  is  pressed  on  the  I 
others.  It  seems  to  us  that  this  side  play  in  a  I 
triangle  would  be  most  effective  in  preventing  the 
smashing  of  a  triangle  by  a  fish  like  a  mahseer. 
Brazed  hooks  are  always  treacherous.  Here  is  a 
suggestion  for  a  very  strong  triangle  of  this 
whipped  but  not  brazed  kind.  Form  it  of  one 
hook  with  a  metal  eye,  with  two  others  whipped 
to  it. 

The  Black  Bass. 

In  the  April  number  of  the  "  Encyclopaedia  of 
Sport "  angling  comes  in  for  but  a  small  share  of 
space,  only  about  a  couple  of  pages,  but  they  are 
of  excellent  quality,  being  by  Dr.  James  A. 
Henshall,  author .  of  that  standard  work  "  The 
Book  of  the  Black  Bass,"  and  concern  that 
splendid  game  fish. 

Having,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  Marquia 
of  Exeter,  expended  a  good  deal  of  time  and 
trouble  and  some  money  in  the  attempt  to  get  the 
black  bass  of  America  established  in  some  of  our 
waters,  it  is  of  especial  interest  to  us  to  learn 
from  Dr.  Henshall  why  our  experiments  did  nob 
succeed.    He  says : — 

"  Several  years  ago  the  small-mouthed  black 
bass  was  placed  in  several  small  lakes  in  England, 
but  the  experiment  was  a  failure,  as  it  is  not 
suited  to  such  waters.  Had  the  large  mouthed 
been  substituted,  the  broads  and  lakes  of  England 
might  now  be  teeming  with  one  of  the  gamest  fish."  ] 

Dr.  Henshall  adds :  "  There  exists  an  un- 
warranted prejudice  against  the  black  bass  among 
British  anglers  which  originated  (as  my  friend 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  informed  me)  through  the  over 
zealous  assertions  of  the  late  George  Sheppard 
Page  and  the  late  Professor  G.  Brown  Goode  at 
a  meeting  of  British  anglers  during  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  of  1883.  In  their  efforts  to  convince 
their  auditors  of  the  grand  game  qualities  of  the 
black  bass,  they  unwittingly  conveyed  the  im- 
pression that  it  was  a  very  predatory  and 
"voracious  fish,  as  bad  as  the  pike,  if  not  worse. 
This  idea,  of  course,  is  entirely  erroneous."  We 
should  like  to  copy  and  print  in  big  type  the  rest  of 
Dr.  Henshall's  paper  on  the  black  bass,  but  if 
would  not  be  exactly  fair  to  the  encyclopedia  or 
legal  to  do  so.  However  that  may  be,  we  hope 
one  of  our  enterprising  fish  breeders  will  read  the  1 
article  and  be  induced  by  it  to  get  over  some  large 
mouthed  black  bass  (Microptent*  sahnoides),  we 
will  willingly  join  in  the  expense,  and  do  all  we  can 
to  make  the  venture  a  success. 
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Game  Qualities  of  the  Black  Bass. 
Dr.  Henshall  says :  "  The  black  bass  is  a 
percoid  fish,  and  much  higher  in  the  scheme  of 
evolution  than  the  salmon  or  trout,  and  in  game 
qualities  is  their  peer.  Inch  for  inch  and  pound 
for  pound,  he  is  the  gamest  fish  that  swims  ;  he 
has  the  arrowy  rush  and  vigour  of  the  trout,  the 
untiring  strength  and  bold  leap  of  the  salmon, 
while  he  has  a  system  of  fighting  tactics  peculiarly 
his  own.  .These  words,"  he  adds,  "  seem  to  me, 
after  twenty-five  years'  experience,  as  true  as 
ever." 

We  are  under  the  impression  that  that  great 
angling  enthusiast  and  fish  breeder,  the  late  Max 
von  dem  Borne,  imported  from  America,  and 
successfully  bred  both  the  large  and  small 
mouthed  black  bass.  If  Herr  Jaffe  sees  these 
lines,  and  the  fish  is  acclimatised  in  Germany, 
perhaps  he  can  assist  us  in  getting  some  planted 
in  suitable  waters  in  England. 

Having  been  not  exactly  complimentary  to  some 
of  the  pictures  of  fish  in  this  work,  it  behoves  us 
aU  the  more  to  recognise  the  excellence  of  the 
pictures  of  the  mahseer  and  the  black  bass — both 
foreigners  be  it  noted.  If  the  editor  could  have 
given  us  pictures  of  the  fish  equal  to  that  of  the 
black  bass,  borrowed  from  Forest  and  Stream,  his 
series  would  have  been  the  best  in  existence,  i.e., 
as  far  as  black  and  white  work  is  concerned. 

As  regards  the  printing,  paper,  and  general  get 
up  of  the  work,  we  have  nothing  but  praise. 
There  would  be  little  expense  in  giving  with  each 
part  a  general  table  of  contents  of  the  part ;  in 
fact,  it  would  be  a  source  of  income  to  the  pub- 
lisher, as  well  as  a  great  convenience  to  the  reader 
— as  advertisers  are  always  willing  to  pay  at  least 
double  for  space  facing  the  contents.  We  are 
glad  to  see  that  that  very  important  item,  in  a 
venture  of  this  kind,  the  advertisement  crop,  looks 
very  healthy  indeed.  As  a  work  of  this  kind  will 
only  be  bought  by  the  best  classes  of  sportsmen 
of  all  kinds,  our  F.  G.,  and  other  advertisers, 
would  do  well  to  make  a  note  of  it,  and  put  in  an 
appearance  in  it.  We  congratulate  both  editors 
and  publishers,  and  venture  to  urge  on  them  that 
a  very  full  index  in  small  type,  giving  all  the 
pages  on  which  each  subject  is  mentioned,  will 
add  immensely  to  the  value  of  this  work  of 
reference  when  complete. 


A  THAMES  FISHERY  IN  THE 
«  SEVENTIES." 
(Continued  from  page  276.) 

At  Hart's  Old  Lock  (where  no  lock  now  exists) 
are  some  islands,  and  there  used  to  be  an  eel- 
buck,  which  may  yet  remain.  Among  these 
islands  I  have  had  capital  sport  with  the  perch, 
many  of  them  weighing  from  lib.  upwards. 
There  is  good  fishing  to  be  had  there  now,  I  am 
told,  for  being  midway  between  Goring  and  Pang- 
bourne,  i.e.,  more  than  two  miles  from  either 
place,  with  heavy  punting  to  and  fro,  Hart's 
Old  Lock  is  not  much  frequented,  and  therefore 
should  well  repay  the  angler  who  spends  a  day 
there  and  carefully  tries  the  eddies  and  all  the 
perchy  corners,  with  worms  and  minnows.  Lower 
down  stream,  until  the  lock  at  Whitechurch  is 
reached,  was  a  mile  of  very  fine  water,  all  of  it 
holding  plenty  of  pike.  Close  by  is  Pang- 
bourne  Weir  Pool,  which,  twenty-five  years  ago, 
was  celebrated  for  its  large  trout,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  many  such  are  there  at  the  present  time. 
My  old  friend  William  Hull,  of  the  Elephant 
Hotel,  Pangbourne,  can  give  all  information  as  to 
this,  and  as  his  is  one  of  the  most  comfortable  of 
riverside  houses  for  anglers  to  make  their  head- 
quarters when  fishing  this  section  of  the  Thames, 
I  advise  them  to  stay  there,  for  it  is  handy  to  the 
Mapledurham  fishery,  which  is  about  two  miles 
further  down  the  river,  and  Hull  can  recommend 
the  "right  sort"  of  attendant,  i.e.,  puntsman, 
one  who  knows  the  waters  between  there  and 
Hart's  Old  Lock,  the  best  swims  and  eddies,  and 
the  best  way  to  fish  them.  In  "the  seventies," 
Edward  Shepheard,  of  Mapledurham,  was  my 
"  fisherman,"  and  with  him  I  used  to  have  grand 
sport  in  the  deeps  between  the  lock  and  the 
island  at  Hardwicke. 

There  are  very  big  barbel  and  roach  about  there. 
Once  during  a  thick  flood,  when  the  river  was 
over  the  towing-path,  he  "  piloted  "  me  to  a  place 
a  couple  of  hundred  yards  below  the  lock,  where 


was  a  depression  in  the  meadow,  and  about  3ft.  of 
water,  at  other  times,  with  ordinary  height  of 
river,  where  I  then  fished  would  have  been  dry 
land.  But  Shepheard's  judgment  was  right,  and 
I  "  struck  ile,"  for  fish  had  drawn  in  there  to  save 
themselves  from  the  stress  of  the  streams,  and, 
ledgering  with  tail  of  lobworms,  sometimes  with 
whole  marsh  worms,  I  caught  twenty-five  roach 
weighing  231b.  together,  and  six  barbel,  from  61b. 
to  51b.  each,  which  won  me  that  season's 
Piscatorial  Society's  prize  for  those  fish.  The 
low-lying  meadows  between  here  and  Caversham 
were  often  submerged  by  floods,  so  that  it  might 
be  said  with  some  truth  fishing  and  boatracing 
could  be  alternately  indulged  in.  It  is  exactly  a 
mile  from  Mapledurham  to  the  Roebuck  Inn,  and 
at  the  bend  of  the  stream  on  the  Berkshire  side, 
just  where  the  Great  Western  Railway  almost 
touches  the  river  bank,  was  a  deep  hole,  an  almost 
sure  place  in  which  to  capture  a  large  pike.  The 
pool  yet  remains,  and  is  well  worth  a  careful  trial, 
for  it  harbours  big  fish.  It  was  in  this  deep  water, 
about  twenty  years  ago,  that  the  late  Mr.  H.  G. 
Brookwell,  with  Edward  Shepheard  as  his  punts- 
man, caught,  on  snap  tackle,  a  pike  of  251b.,  in 
very  prime  condition.  Also  at  the  mouth  of  a 
sedge-grown  ditch  nearly  opposite  was  another 
capital  pike  swim,  and  the  river  all  down  from  the 
lock  to  here  was  seldom  "  drawn  a  blank "  by 
perch  anglers.  It  held  a  good  many  fine  trout ; 
barbel  and  roach  were  plentiful ;  while  as 
"  chubbing  "  water,  either  with  fly  or  maggot 
beneath  the  overhanging  boughs,  or  "float 
fishing,"  it  was  unsurpassed  by  any  part  of  the 
Thames. 

In  addition  to  its  angling  advantages,  the 
scenery  about  this  district  ranks  amongst  the 
most  lovely  on  the  river.  The  view  from  Streatley 
Hill  embraces  miles  both  up  and  down  the 
Thames,  which  winds  along  the  valley  into  the 
extreme  distance  ;  while  the  old  Norman  church 
of  Goring,  and  the  mill,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  also  the  long  wooden  toll-bridge,  add 
picturesqueness  to  the  view.  "Pangbourne  is 
another  of  those  pearls  of  English  landscape 
which  the  river  threads ;  no  sweeter  spot  is 
within  many  miles.  The  Thames  seems  as  if 
especially  fond  of  disporting  itself  here,  and  loth, 
indeed,  to  leave  ;  it  loiters  in  the  great  depth  of 
the  pools,  creeps  slyly  under  the  banks,  frolics 
in  the  eddies,  and  then  dashes  hurriedly  off 
beneath  the  far- stretching  pretty  wooden  bridge,  as 
if  to  make  up  for  time  truantly  lost."  This  is  the 
late  Mr.  Greville  Fennell's  description  of  the 
scenery  at  Pangbourne  in  his  book,  "  The  Rail  and 
the  Rod."  The  views  of  Hart's  Wood,  &c,  from 
Shooter's  Hill  are  very  fine.  Nor  should  the 
church  and  mill  at  Whitchurch  be  forgotten  ; 
they  are  best  viewed  from  the  bridge.  On  the 
left,  or  Oxfordshire  side  of  the  river,  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  way  to  Mapledurham,  is  Hardwicke 
House,  a  fine  Tudor  mansion,  where  Charles  II. 
was  for  a  time  in  concealment. 

The  old  mill  at  Mapledurham,  in  combination 
with  the  church  peeping  over  its  roof,  and 
embosomed  in  foliage,  forms  one  _  of  the  most 
tranquil  scenes  it  is  possible  to  imagine,  and  needs 
nothing  to  add  to  its  beauty  and  harmony.  In 
short,  Mapledurham  is  one  of  the  most  lovely 
spots  on  the  Thames,  and  its  fine  Elizabethan 
manor  house  is  a  splendid  specimen  of  that  old 
style  of  architecture,  there  being  few  in  England 
that  are  in  better  preservation.  It  possesses  a 
noble  avenue  of  elms,  about  a  mile  in  length, 
stretching  away  on  the  road  to  Caversham. 

Anglers  will  find  the  nearest  punts  and 
attendants  are  to  be  had  at  Pangbourne,  where 
also  the  hotel  accommodation  is  all  that  can  be 
desired.  There  is  no  inn  at  Mapledurham,  whence 
to  Caversham  the  river  view  is  uninteresting,  and 
the  fishing  is  not  so  good  as  it  was  in  the 
"  Seventies."  Round  the  island,  near  to  the 
landing-place  for  the  Roebuck  Inn,  and  the  two 
islands  just  below,  I  have  caught  fair  sized  pike 
in  the  autumn  and  winter  months;  and  during 
August  and  September  "  Norcot  Scours "  was  a 
capital  "  pitch  "  for  barbel  levering-.  Many  fish 
were  hooked  there,  but  much  tackle  was  lost 
owing  to  the  large  rugged  boulders  in  the  bod  of 
the  river.  At  the  lower  end  of  the  Eel-buck  Island, 
near  Chasey  Farm,  was  a  lay-bye  and  eddy,  where  a 
brace  of  jack  could  generally  be  caught,  but 
nothing  else  worth  notice  was  between  there  and 
the  White  Hart  Inn  at  Caversham. 

Alfred  Jardine. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Kivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing  Gazette.} 
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ORKNEY  AND  SHETLAND  ISLANDS. 
Lochs  of  Shetland  (continued). 

Loch  Velzie,  or  Tresta.— A  small  loch, 
yielding  pretty  good  sport,  in  the  parish  of 
Fetlar.  The  Bum  of  Velzie  falls  into  it,  and  the 
Fitchie  Burn  flows  out  of  it  to  the  sea.  It  is 
bounded  by  Lady  Nicholson's  property,  and  by 
the  Glebe  of  Fetlar,  and  is  claimed  by  her  lady- 
ship and  the  minister  of  the  parish,  either  of 
whom  can  give  leave  to  fish  it.  Excellent  accom- 
modation can  be  had  there.  The  trout  run  from 
lib.  to  21b.  or  31b— the  latter  weight  rare.  Best 
time :  June  to  August.  Best  fly :  Dark  body  and 
brown  wings.  There  is  some  fine  rock  scenery 
near.  Route :  By  rail  to  Aberdeen ;  thence  by 
steamer  to  Lerwick ;  thence  by  steamer  to 
Fetlar,  once  a  week,  thirty-six  miles.  Fetlar  is 
an  island  seven  miles  by  four :  no  roads  or  con- 
veyances save  ponies. 

Loch  Whatley.— See  Loch  Cliff.  The  trout 
here  are  small,  but  there  are  plenty  of  them.  The 
public  may  fish  it,  but  there  is  no  boat.  It  is 
about  two  miles  south  of  Loch  Cliff,  and  the  burn 
of  Baliasta  connects  it  with  that  loch.  There  are 
other  small  lochs  in  the  parish  of  Unst,  but  they 
are  not  worth  fishing.  Route:  Same  as  Loch 
Cliff,  which  see. 

Lochs  of  Wormadale,  in  the  parish  of  Ting- 
wall,  afford  fine  sport,  but  the  fish  are  small. 
Snipe  and  plover  very  abundant  all  round  the 
shores.  Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Asta  to  Lerwick ; 
thence  twelve  miles. 

Sea  Trout  fishing  may  be  got  at  Baltasound, 
Burrafirth,  and  TJyeasound  in  Unst ;  at  Northvoe ; 
at  Garth  and  Graven  in  Delting ;  at  Gutcher, 
Basta  Voe,  Burravoe,  and  Ulsta  in  Tell ;  at  Lax- 
firth  Voe  and  Dales  Yoe,  in  Tingwall ;  at  Dune 
Voe,  in  Lunnasting;  and  also  in  the  Burn  of 
Laxo,  and  in  many  other  voes  along  the  coast. 
Some  very  heavy  trout  are  got  at  these  places 
with  the  fly  in  the  latter  end  of  August,  Septem- 
ber, and  October. 

Rivers  of  Shetland. 

Arisdale  Burn  is  about  mid-way  between 
Burravoe  and  Ulsta  (Yell),  and  affords  good  sea 
trout  fishing  in  September  and  October,  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Hamnavoe,  which  see. 

The  Baliasta. — See  Loch  Cliff. 

The  Brouster  rises  at  the  base  of  Sandness 
Hill,  and  falls  into  Broustervoe.  It  belongs  to 
Mr.  Anderton,  of  Melby.  The  Brouster  is  made 
up  of  a  series  of  lochs  and  connecting  burns.  Some 
of  the  lochs  are  upwards  of  a  mile  in  length,  and 
burns  fall  into  them  at  intervals.  (See  Loch 
Brouster.)  In  the  lochs  there  are  many  pretty 
islets,  where  wild  birds  build  ;  and  altogether  the 
scenery  is  very  beautiful.  There  are  numerous 
ancient  brochs  or  Pictish  dwelling  places,  the 
winter  home  of  the  old  Viking3.  The  coast  of 
Walls  is  magnificent,  with  its  rocks  500ft.  high,  and 
towering  stacks  of  every  form,  castellated  and 
pyramidal.  In  Papa  a  painter  would  find  work 
for  his  pencil  for  any  length  of  time ;  and  Foula, 
with  its  sea  wall  rising  from  100ft.  to  1300ft.  in 
height,  tenanted  by  myriads  of  sea  birds,  pre- 
sents a  scene  of  wild  grandeur  hardly  to  be 
equalled.  Tourists  are  generally  satisfied  with 
the  tame  east  side  of  Shetland,  instead  of  going 
to  the  west  side,  where  the  rock  scenery  is  magni- 
ficent, and  where  there  is  pretty  good  fishing. 
The  Brouster  is  about  seven  miles  long,  and  con- 
tains sea  and  river  trout.  For  river  trout  the 
best  time  is  July  and  the  first  half  of  August  and 
September,  but  the  sport  is  not  great.  The 
village  of  Walls  is  about  a  mile  from  where  the 
river  falls  into  the  voe  of  Brouster.  There  are  no 
hotels,  but  comfortable  quarters  can  be  got  at  the 
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Post  Office,  Bridge  of  Walls,  and  other  houses  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Charge:  From  5s.  to  8s.  a 
day.  Route :  By  rail  to  Aberdeen ;  thence  by 
steamer  to  Lerwick ;  thence  hire  to  Walls,  twenty- 
four  miles;  or  hire  to  Scalloway,  and  thence  by 
boat  to  Walls,  eighteen  miles.  Beautiful  coast 
scenery  about  Reawick,  Skeld,  Westerwick, 
Culswick,  East  Vaila,  Sound  Head,  &c. 

The  Cliff  Burn.— See  Loch  Cliff. 

Dale  Burn  flows  into  Dales  Voe,  and  good 
sport  is  to  be  got  late  in  the  year  when  the  sea 
trout  are  running  up.  Route :  Same  as  Loch 
Asta,  which  see. 

Weisdale  Burn  flows  into  Weisdale  Voe,  and 
affords  some  sport  after  a  spate.  It  can  be  fished 
by  living  at .  Airvhouse  Inn,  about  a  mile  off. 
Route  :  Same  as  Loch  Asta,  which  see. 

Small  Streams. — There  are  a  number  of 
small  streams  in  the  islands,  all  yielding  a  few 
trout,  but  hardly  worth  a  special  visit.  Among 
them  are  the  burns  of  Vaadal,  Hogarth,  Baxter, 
Brew,  Feal,  Velzie,  Fitchie,  &c. 

PEEBLESSHIRE. 

The  county  of  Peebles  is  pastoral  and  agri- 
cultural. There  are,  especially  in  the  upper 
districts,  large  tracts  of  moorland,  where  good 
grouse  and  blackgame  shooting  can  be  had.  The 
county  is  intersected  with  capital  trouting  streams, 
and  in  the  Tweed  there  is  good  salmon  fishing. 
The  lochs  are  not  of  much  consequence.  See 
general  remarks  under  Roxburghshire.  Below 
are  notes  regarding  both  the  lochs  and  rivers  of 
the  county. 

Lochs  of  Peeblesshire. 

Loch  Bddleston,  or  Portmore. — A  little 
loch,  out  of  which  the  South  Esk  flows.  It  con- 
tains pike,  perch,  and  trout,  and  good-sized  fish 
are  often  got.  Trout  of  91b.,  and  pike  of  about 
201b.,  have  been  killed.  It  is  preserved.  Route: 
By  rail  to  Eddleston  ;  thence  walk  three  miles. 

Loch  Gameshope  is  in  the  parish  of  Tweeds- 
muir, and  is  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference. 
It  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  and  is  strictly  pre- 
served. 101b.  to  141b.  is  a  fair  day's  take,  and 
they  run  three  to  a  lb.  The  loch  is  very  muddy 
at  the  edge,  and  the  angler  should  exercise  care 
while  wading.  The  nearest  inn  is  Crook.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Broughton ;  thence  walk  twelve  or 
fom-teen  miles,  or  by  conveyance  ordered  before- 
hand from  Crook  Inn. 

North  Esk  Reservoir. — A  good  trouting 
loch,  but  leave  to  fish  it  must  be  got  from  the 
water-power  proprietors.  The  trout  run  about 
Alb.,  and  are  of  good  quality.  Route  :  By  rail  to 
Penicuik,  Macbie  Hill,  or  Broomlee ;  thence  walk. 

Loch  Slipperfield  is  in  the  parish  of  West 
Linton,  and  contains  pike  and  perch,  but  no  trout. 
Leave  to  fish  must  be  got  from  the  pi'oprietor,  Mr. 
Forbes,  of  Medwyn.  Route :  By  rail  to  Broomlee ; 
thence  walk. 

Rivers  of  Peeblesshire. 

The  Corr  is  one  of  the  remotest  head-streams 
of  the  Tweed,  rising  in  the  parish  of  Tweedsmuir, 
and  falling  into  the  Tweed  about  a  mile  below  its 
source.  It  contains  small  yellow  trout,  and  is 
open  to  the  public.  Route :  By  rail  to  Moffat ; 
thence  hire. 

The  Eddleston  rises  in  Eddleston  Valley,  and 
falls  into  the  Tweed  at  Peebles,  after  a  run  of 
about  eight  miles,  of  which  seven  miles  are  fish- 
able  water.  The  burns  of  Cowie's  Linn,  Longcote, 
and  Kidston  fall  into  it  in  its  course,  and  afford  a 
few  burn  trout.  The  best  months  for  the  Eddle- 
ston are  April  and  May,  June  when  flooded,  and 
September  and  October.  Trout  are  numerous  but 
small,  and  41b.  or  so  is  a  fair  basket.  The  scenery 
is  pastoral  and  much  admired.  Among  places  of 
interest  are  Cowie's  Linn ;  British  camp  at  Port- 
more  ;  Roman  camp  at  Milkieston  ;  Darnhall,  the 
seat  of  Lord  Elibank,  &c.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Eddleston ;  thence  fish  to  Peebles,  passing  over 
the  best  part  of  the  river. 

The  Pruid  rises  from  Hartfell  in  Tweedsmuir, 
and  falls  into  the  Tweed  after  a  run  of  about  ten 
miles.  It  is  open  to  the  public,  and  affords  capital 
trout  fishing,  especially  near  its  source — say,  from 
four  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Tweed. 
It  has  two  tributaries — the  Carterhope  and  Priest- 
hope — which  afford  excellent  burn  trouting  after 
rainy  weather.  The  trout  in  the  upper  part  of 
the  Fruid  average  about  ,11b.  Lodgings  can  be 
bad  at  Beild,  or  Crook  Inn.    Route :  By  rail  to 


Broughton;  thence  to  Crook  or  Beild  by  con- 
veyance, which  must  be  ordered  beforehand  from 
the  Crook. 

The  Gameshope  rises  in  the  parish  of  Tweeds- 
muir, and,  receiving  a  little  burn  from  Gameshope 
Loch,  flows  on  some  six  miles,  and  then  joins  the 
Talla.  It  is  strictly  preserved,  and  affords  capital 
trout  fishing  ;  141b.  may  be  killed  on  an  average 
day.  The  Gameshope  contains  very  large  trout, 
but  it  is  an  uncertain  water ;  when  the  fish  are  in 
taking  mood  a  large  basket  can  be  got.  Lodgings 
can  be  had  at  the  post  office  at  Beild,  or  Crook 
Inn.    Route :  Same  as  the  Fruid,  which  see. 

The  Glentress  Burn. — See  Smaller  Streams. 

The  Hearthstane  Burn  rises  in  the  east  of 
the  parish  of  Tweedsmuir,  and  falls  into  the  Tweed 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Crook  Inn.  It 
is  one  of  the  best  burns  for  fishing  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, arid,  like  the  others,  is  wholly  open  to 
the  public.  It  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Wemyss, 
and  with  its  tributary,  Glenheurie,  affords  a  very 
pleasant  day's  fishing.  The  trout  are  numerous 
in  both,  but  larger  in  Glenheurie.  Accommoda- 
tion at  Crook  Inn,  close  by.  Route  :  Same  as  the 
Fruid,  which  see. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Roxburghshire  (continued). 

Newcastleton  is  a  small  village  in  Liddels- 
dale,  in  the  county  of  Roxburgh.  It  is  nicely 
situated  on  the  river  Liddel,  and  is  a  station  of 
the  North  British  Railway.  The  rivers  Tyne  and 
Liddel  rise  not  far  from  here,  and  it  is  a  very  good 
fishing  centre.  Visitors  can  fish  the  Hartsgarth 
Burn,  the  Hermitage,  the  Hislop  Burn,  the  Roan 
Burn,  the  Liddel,  the  Esk,  and  the  Tinnas. 

Yetholm  is  a  small  village  about  seven  and  a 
half  miles  from  Kelso  by  road.  Visitors  can  fish 
the  Bowmont  and  the  Calroust  Burn,  also  near. 

Selkirkshire. 

Galashiels  is  a  station  on  the  North  British 
Railway,  and  an  important  manufacturing  town. 
It  is  about  thirty-one  miles  south  of  Edinburgh, 
and  occupies  a  fine  position  overlooking  the  valley 
of  the  river  Gala,  which  is  here  crossed  by  six 
bridges,  two  of  them  for  foot  passengers  only.  It 
has  a  population  of  about  17,000.  Visitors  can 
fish  the  Gala. 

Selkirk  is  a  nice  town,  the  capital  of  the 
county,  and  a  station  on  the  North  British  Rail- 
way. It  is  about  thirty-eight  miles  south  from 
Edinburgh,  and  is  an  excellent  angling  centre, 
as  coaches  run  between  it  and  several  other  places 
where  good  fishing  is  to  be  got.  Population, 
5788.  Visitors  to  Selkirk  can  fish  the  Meggat, 
St.  Mary's  Loch,  the  Dryhope,  the  Eldinhope,  the 
Ettrick,  the  Kirkstead,  the  Rankle  Burn,  the 
Tima,  and  the  Yarrow. 

(To  be  continued.) 


NOTES  ON  THE  BORDER  ESK. 


The  Border  Esk,  which  rises  in  the  wilds  of 
Eskdalemoor,  flows  through  the  most  charming 
district  in  the  South  of  Scotland,  and  joins  the 
Eden  about  two  miles  from  the  Solway  Frith, 
within  hail  of  Gretna  Green.  Between  Langholm 
and  Longtown,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  the 
scenery  is  of  surpassing  beauty,  and  forms  an 
attraction  to  hundreds  who  never  handle  a  fishing 
rod.  The  glamour  thrown  round  Eskdale  and 
Liddesdale  by  the  genius  of  Scott  still  survives  in 
both  of  these  romantic  valleys.  Visitors  to  the 
Esk  and  Liddle  are,  no  doubt,  by  this  time 
familiar  with  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Esk 
and  Liddle  Fisheries  Association.  Tet  a  few 
particulars  may  be  useful  to  those  who  might 
find  themselves  in  the  district  for  the  first  time ; 
indeed,  a  brief  summary  of  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions adopted  by  the  association  .and  a  glance  at 
the  tariff  cannot  fail  to  of  service  to  those  un- 
aci|uainted  with  them.  Tbeseason  ticket  costs  four 
guineas,  and  authorises  the  holder  to  fish  in  the 
Esk  from  Byre  Burn  foot  to  Scotch  Dyke,  and  from 
Longtown  Bridge  to  Solway,  a  stretch  of  about 
ten  miles  of  water.    In  the  upper  waters  30s.  is 


charged  from  the  head  of  Esk,  on  both  sides  from 
Garwald  water  foot,  thence  to  the  east  side  to 
Moodlaw  Point,  and  from    Raeburn    foot  to^i 
Allangill    foot.     The    Langholm    ticket,  20s., 
includes  the  Esk  from  Ewes  foot  to  the  head  of 
Crannelholm,  and  in  the  Ewes,   Tarras,  and 
Wauchope  waters,  so  far  as  they  belong  to  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch ;  one  day,  2s.  The  Westerkirk 
ticket,  10s.,  covers  those  portions  of  the  Esk  from 
Enzieholm  Bridge  to  Benpath  Burn.  Eskdale 
Muir  ticket,  10s.,  embraces  a  good  area,  com- 
mencing from  the  head  of  Esk,  on  both  sides,  to  | 
Garwold  water-foot;  one  day,  Is.   Among  the' 
waters  specially  reserved   are  the  following: 
From  Crannelholm,  Langholm  to  Byre  Bum  foot 
on  the  Buccleuch  estate  ;  and  from  Scotch  Dyke 
to  Longtown,  on  the  Netherby  territory,  £1  is  3 
charged  for  one  week  on  the  same  waters  as  are  II 
open  to  season  ticket-holders,  and  5s.  for  one  day. 
In  the  Esk,  from  Longtown  to  the  Solway, 
three  guineas  is  the  figure  from  February  15,  « 
and  two  guineas  from  August  1.    The  Canonbie 
ticket,  25s ,   covers  that '  splendid   stretch  of  I 
water  from  Byre  Burn   foot  to  the  foot  of 
Glebelands,  opposite  the  Cross  Keys  Hotel ;  and 
in  the  Liddle,  on  the  Scotch  side,  from  the  I 
junction  of  the  Esk  and  Liddle  to  Mereburn$1 
one  day,  2s.  6d.   In  the  Liddle  the  season  ticket  : 
(four  guineas)  covers  from  Burnmouth  on  the 
north  side  to  Kershope  foot,  and  thence,  on  both 
sides,  to  the  Gullet  Pool,  and  from  Sandholm  j 
Pool,  on  both  sides,  to  Castleton  Glebelands/jj 
thence  off  and  on  to  its  source.  In  the  Hermitage, 
from  the  ash  and  birch  trees  on  Thirty  Shilling  , 
Haugh,  on  the  south  side  only,  to  Cottage  Pool, 
thence  on  both  sides  to  Lee  Haugh  Bridge,  and 
from  Hermitage  Castle  to  its  source ;  also  in 
other  waters  rented  by  the   association,  New- 
castleton;  ticket,  10s.    In  the  Liddle,  from  Burn- 
mouth  to  Kershope  foot  on  the  north  side,  and 
thence,  on  both  sides,  to  the  Gullet  Pool ;  from  ^ 
Sandholm  Pool,  on  both  sides,  to  Castleton  Glebe- 
lands;  on  the  north  side,  from  Glebelands  to  I 
Manse  Lynn,  thence,  on  both  sides,  to  Dinlaybyre 
March,  and  from  Lauriston  and  Riccarton  Mill  1 
March  to  its  source ;  one  day,  Is. 

Holders  of  tickets  are  cautioned  against  taking  B 
or  killing  salmon  fry,  fishing  in  thenight,  snatching,  a 
striping,  or  fishing  by  means  of  rake  or  drag- 
hook.    The  association  waters,  excepting  the  Esk  I 
and  Liddle,  and  the  Hermitage  below  Gorrenbury 
Burnfoot,  to  be  closed  for  rod  fishing  on  Oct.  1.  & 
The  river  scenery  commences  in  all  its  fascinating 
beauty  at  the  famous  Skipper's  Bridge,  below 
Langholm.    From  the  road  the  most  charming  I 
views  of  the  rocky  stream  are  to  be  had  through  I 
stately  screens  of  trees,  and  the  first  noticeable  ^ 
cast  is  the  Skipper's  Gullet,  which  yields  more  sea  * 
trout  than  any  similar  extent  of  water  on  the 
Esk ;  but  he  has  to  be  an  early  bird  that  can 
secure  a  cast  in  them.    Below  the  bridge  ai-e  the  I 
Skipper's  Pool,  Big  and  Little  Sowie,  first-class 
pitches  for  all-round  fishing.    Next  in  order  of  1 
merit  comes  the  far-famed  Glenfirra,  adjoining 
the  Broomholm  reserved  water;  a  little  further  | 
down  the  turbulent  little  Glen  Tarras  joins  the  I 
Esk,  celebrated  for  burn  trout,  which  are  very  ^ 
numerous  in  May  and  June.    Here,  let  me  remark, 
that  the  Ewes  and  Wauchope,  which  both  join 
the  Esk  almost  in  the  middle  of  the  town  of  J 
Langholm,  are  famous  for  yellow  trout  in  the 
season.    Taking  a  glance  down  the  river  the  next, 
interesting  cast  is  the  Tower  Pool,  opposite 
Gilnockie  Tower;  then  we  follow  on  with  Shorts - 
holm  Pool,  Greystone,  Tommy's  Pool  (a  well- 
known  pitch),  Knottyholm  Stream,  and  Jock's 
Pool,   equally   celebrated,  close   to  Canonbie 
Bridge ;  then  Trammel's  Pool,  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  "  Auld  Kirk,"  and  a  favourite  cast  ^ 
of  "Auld  Rob,"  who  died  in  1889.   The  Dead  ] 
Nook,  supposed  to  be  the  deepest  pool  in  the 
Esk,  comes  next  in  rotation,  but  it  has  never  been 
a  favourite  with  anglers,  not  even  although  it  $ 
is  within  shouting  distance  of  the  Cross  Keys,  i 
The  Prior  Pool,  Long  Pool,  Round  Pool,  March 
Pool,  and  Mason's  Stream  follow  on,  each  good  > 
for  all-round  fishing.     Liddle  foot  is  the  next  i 
point  of  interest.    Here  the  Liddle  joins  the  Esk  { 
at  the  head  of  the  Willow  Pool,  which  is  con- 
sidered one  of  the  best  casts  in  the  Esk.    This  is 
the  commencement  of  the  Double  water.  The 
Cauldron  Stream  and  Pool,  however,   run  the 
Willow  Pool  very  close  indeed.   Many  anglers 
consider  the  Cauldron  a  superior  stretch  of  water 
for  salmon,  but  the  Cauldron  is  not  so  easily 
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fished  as  the  other,  owing  to  the  high  bank, 
Btudded  with  trees,  overlooking  it  on  the 
Scottish  side,  whereas  the  Willow  Pool  is  bounded 
by  a  long  stretch  of  sand  bed  on  the  north  side, 
from  Liddle  Foot  to  the  top  of  the  Cauldron 
Stream.  I  must  now  take  a  leap  to  below  Long- 
town  Bridge,  as  the  water  between  Scotch  Dyke 
and  Longtown  is  reserved  by  Sir  Richard 
Graham,  of  Netherby.  From  Longtown  to  the 
Solway  the  Esk  has  a  greater  volume  of  water, 
as  it  receives  Glenzier  Burn  and  other  streams 
in  its  downward  course,  and  about  a  mile 
from  the  Metal  Bridge  it  is  joined  by  the 
river  Lyne,  below  which  the  "  Roost  and  Wilkins 
Pools"  afford  probably  the  most  interesting 
fishing  in  the  Esk.  This  portion  of  the  river  is 
easily  fished,  as  there  is  neither  rock,  bush,_  nor 
promontory  to  impede  the  angler ;  besides,  it  is 
not  anything  like  so  much  fished  as  some  of  the 
upper  divisions. 

The  Esk  has  many  advantages  over  some  more 
pretentious  angling  resorts.     One  of  them  is 
when  a  big  flood  comes  down  it  is  in  good  fishing 
order  in  a  few  days,  and  sometimes  remains  so 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  A  few  salmon  are  usually 
caught  in  the  spring,  but  the  bulk  of  the  salmon 
fishing  takes  place  in  the  autumn.    With  regard 
to  suitable  flies  for  the  Esk,  I  can  only  agree 
with  the  late  John  Roberts,  of  Carlisle,  a  noted 
angler  and  fly-tyer,  that  "  the  best  flee  for  the 
Esk  or  any  other  river  is  the  yen  that's  allers  in 
the  water  and  never  on  the  bank."    Now,  with 
regard  to  housing,  lodging,  or  "  diggings,"  let 
me  commence  with  Langholm,  which  is  about  an 
hour's  run  from  Carlisle — twenty  miles.  Lang- 
holm has  the  amplest  accommodation  for  anglers, 
both  hotel  and  private,  and  from  the  "hamely 
parritch  "  to  more  substantial  fare,  the  "  muckle 
toon,"  as  it  is  affectionately  called,  runs  the  entire 
gamut  at  most  reasonable  rates.    The  same  may 
be  said  regarding  Canonbie.    The  Cross  Keys  is 
the  only  hotel  in  the  parish,  which  numbers 
about  4000  inhabitants,  hut  private  lodgings,  and 
comfortable,  too,  are  to  be  had  in  galore,  mostly 
close  to  the  water's  edge.     Anglers  fishing  the 
lower  reaches  mostly  stay  at  Longtown,  where 
good  quarters  are  to  be  obtained,  and  tariff  easy. 
Then,  in  the  Metal  Bridge  section  of  the  river, 
Miss  Cartner,  the  courteous  landlady  of  the  Metal 
Bridge  Hotel,  makes  everybody  welcome  and 
happy  in  her  hearty  Cumberland  fashion.  The 
hotel  is  an  old-fashioned  farmhouse  looking  place, 
one  of  a  class  now  fast  disappearing  in  the  north, 
indeed,  it  is  both  an  hotel  and  a  farmhouse,  where 
the  guests  are  supplied  with  the  produce  of  the 
douce  landlady's  own  ground.    Situated  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  Esk,  seven  miles  from  Carlisle, 
and  three  from  Longtown,  it  is  handy  for  all 
parts,  and  close  to  one  of  the  best  stretches  of 
water  for  angling  purposes  in  Cumberland, 
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WHERE  DO  EELS  BREED? 


One  of  the  most  interesting  questions,  or, 
better,  problems,  on  which  the  scientist  can 
exercise  his  ingenuity,  is  that  of  the  reproduction 
of  the  eel.  This  fish  is  found  in  rivers  and 
estuaries.  If  we  ascend  into  the  mountains,  eels 
are  found  in  unapproachable  lakes.  One  can 
then  understand  how  much  this  mystery  excites 
curiosity.  The  specialist  review,  "  Etangs  et 
Rivieres,"  gives  an  interesting  note  on  this 
subject.  Dr.  Grassi  profited  by  a  long  stay  at 
Catana,  where  he  was  professor,  to  study  the 
young  of  eels  and  congers,  known  by  the  name  of 
Leptocephales,  which  are  caught  in  abundance  in 
Messina,  whither  they  are  carried  by  currents. 
Mr.  Grassi,  who  agrees  thus  with  the  majority 
of  ancient  authors,  considers  that  the  eel  breeds 
only  in  salt  water.  Formerly,  it  is  true,  Brehm 
made  some  reservations  on  this  subject.  In 
Switzerland,  Dr.  Imhof  asaerts,  eels  placed  in 
isolated  lakes,  at  an  altitude  of  about  1093yds., 
seem  to  have  disappeared  from  some,  while  in 
others,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  multiplied, 
because  small  young  ones  are  found,  and  males 
about  to  milt.  A  well-known  ichthyologist,  Mr. 
Knauthe,  accepts  the  opinion  of  Imhof,  and  re 
marks  that  in  the  lakes  of  Sternberg  and  Falken 
hagen,  for  example,  one  can  see  eels  in  very  varied 
stages  of  development  at  the  same  time,  without 
any  possibility  of  observing  the  phenomenon  of 
ascent.—- Revue  Universelle,  April  3,  1897, 


It  does  not  always  happen  that  a  prolific  and 
successful  netting  season  is  accompanied  by  an 
equally  good  angling  season .  Last  year  the  netting 
season  on  the  east  coast  was  the  most  lucrative 
experienced  during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century, 
yet  the  angling  season  all  over,  bar  the  Tay  and 
Loch  Tay,  broke  the  record  of  failures  in  the 
history  of  salmon  angling. 

The  present  salmon  angling  season  promises  to 
be  a  fairly  prosperous  one  on  the  Tay,  Dee,  and 
the  far  north  streams ;  yet,  as  regards  the  tacks- 
man's interests,  it  is  gravely  feared  that  "  failure  " 
will  have  to  be  written  across  it  in  bold  characters. 
As  a  general  rule,  however,  a  good  netting  season 
is  usually  accompanied  by  a  good  angling  season, 
and  it  is  of  considerable  interest  to  the  Scotoh 
salmon  angler  to  keep  himself  informed  on  the 
prospects  of  the  coast  stations,  their  success  or 
the  reverse,  as  much  of  his  sport  will  depend  in 
a  great  measure  on  the  supply  of  fish  on  the 
coast,  unless  his  fishery  be  all  the  more  inland, 
so  as  not  to  be  affected  by  the  latest  arrivals  from 
the  sea. 

As  a  rule,  sportsmen  are  not  over  anxious  to 
hear  that  there  is  a  glut  of  salmon  in  the  market. 
It  means  that  too  many  have  fallen  into  the 
snares  of  the  enemy,  and  that  so  many  hundreds 
or  thousands  less  are  left  to  the  angler  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  the  case  had  the  fish 
got  past.  On  the  other  hand,  these  opinions  are 
often  the  outcome  of  prejudice  and  natural 
jealousy,  and  formed  from  false  conclusions. 
It  often  happens  that  the-  best  results  are 
obtained  by  netters  in  the  very  best  of.  fish- 
ing weather,  accompanied  by  a  good  spate  of 
fresh  water.  When  this  is  the  case  the  netter 
does  not  get  all  the  fish  that  come  away.  A  good 
few  escape  the  net  altogether,  and  others  _  get 
through  during  the  Sunday's  slap ;  and  so  it  is 
that  sport  is  usually  rife  on  the  reaches  of  our 
rivers  affected  by  fresh  run  fish  when  the  salmon 
netter  is  also  busy  boxing  up  his  precious  spoil. 

It  is  in  dry  seasons,  when  there  is  not  a  cupful 
of  water,  so  to  speak,  coming  from  the  hills,  that 
a  dearth  in  angling  results  sets  in,  and  when  the 
river  scarcely  affords  a  passage  over  the  shallows 
and  dam  dykes  to  a  21b.  grilse.  Then  the  angler 
must  grin  and  bear.  It  is  hard  to  hear  of  200  and 
300  grilse  and  salmon  being  got  by  one  tacksman 
from  a  few  bag  nets  in  a  single  morning,  but  such 
is  often  the  case.  Anglers  do  not  grudge  a  fair 
share  of  a  shoal  of  fish  to  the  vested  interests  of 
the  netter,  but  the  wholesale  swooping  out  of 
hundreds  of  fresh  run  fish,  got  by  means  of  the 
most  diabolical  of  death-traps,  is  more  than 
human  nature  in  general,  and  salmon  angling 
nature  in  particular,  can  reasonably  be  expected 
to  stand.  Tet  the  netter  does  not  have  every- 
thing his  own  way— far  from  that.  It  is  only  in 
exceptional  seasons,  and  under  abnormal  weather 
conditions,  that  he  reaps  an  exceptionally  heavy 
harvest.  Were  it  otherwise,  the  breed  of  salmon 
would  have  become  ere  now  as  extinct  as  the 
dodo.  He  has  no  mercy  when  he  gets  the  chance. 
The  salmon  is  to  him  gold,  and  he  recks  not 
whether  another  fish  be  left  in  the  water  to  pro- 
duce after  its  kind  so  long  as  he  gets  his  nets  full. 
Thus  it  is  that  so  many  streams  have  actually 
become  barren,  and  others,  again,  are  so  depleted 
that  the  rival  angling  interest  becomes  of  very 
little  or  no  value. 

On  our  best  salmon  angling  streams  means 
have  been  taken  for  protecting  a  sufficient  margin 
of  brood  fish  over  and  above  the  usual  regulations 
applicable  by  Act  of  Parliament  to  the  country 
in  general.  Some  would  have  these  adopted  by 
the  Legislature,  and  written  in  the  Statute  Book ; 
and  others,  again,  would  even  go  further,  and 
would  so  limit  the  means  of  capture  and  the  time 
at  the  disposal  of  the  tacksman  that  such  a  thing 
as  the  shadow  of  a  glut  of  salmon  would  be  a 
physical  impossibility,  and  his  best  takes  at  any 
time  reduced  to  a  minimum.  But  we  would  be 
content  were  the  practices  adopted  on  such  salmon 
streams  as  the  Dee  to  become  general  without 
f  urther  disturbing  vested  interests,  or  arousing  the 
spirit  of  opposition  in  the  breast  of  the  long-pursed 
and  avaricious  salmon  angler.  And  this  from  the 
simple  fact  that  there  are  as  many  brood  fish  in  the 
Dee  as  the  river  can  comfortably  carry,  and  that  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  three  times  as  many  fish,  if 
not  more,  are  annually  killed  by  anglers  now  than 
was  the  oase  twenty  years  ago. 


Up  till  now  the  netter  has  little  to  rejoice  over 
the  present  season  on  the  east  coast  of  Scotland, 
and  it  is  from  the  east  coast  stations  that  the 
country  is  mainly  dependent  on  its  supplies  of 
Scotch  spring  salmon.  The  opening  of  the  season 
was,  on  the  whole,  propitious,  and  everything 
pointed  to  a  prosperous  time,  both  for  netter  and 
angler,  as  long  as  the  run  of  fish  might  last.  The 
second  week  saw  the  price  of  spring  fish  down  to 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  and,  in  the  first  few  days  of  the 
third  one,  salmon  was  selling  wholesale  m  the 
Aberdeen  market  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  But  the  lion 
days  of  March  burst  over  the  country,  and  storm 
succeeded  storm  of  wind,  hail,  rain,  snow,  and 
frost,  that  such  another  month  for  storms— 
always  wild  at  the  best— has  not  been  known 
within  the  memory  of  the  proverbial  oldest  fisher- 
man. The  angler  was  driven  off  the  river,  and 
the  salmon  were  driven  off  the  coast  or  into  the 
streams.  And  even  worse  than  that,  the  plant 
was  so  destroyed  that  it  was  beyond  the  ordinary 
means  of  repair,  did  the  state  of  the  weather  even 
permit  of  any  such  attempt.  The  weather  has 
played  havoc  with  the  spring  salmon  season,  and 
there  is  now  little  or  no  time  to  repair  the  breach. 
As  indicative  of  how  matters  stand,  it  may  be 
interesting  to  mention  the  results  of  one  or  two 
representative  netting  stations  up  to  date. 

On  the  Bay  of  Nigg  fishery,  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  James  Brown,  who  boxed  500  fish  last  year 
up  till  April  1,  his  score  up  to  Saturday  last  was 
only  fifty  fish,  and  on  that  day  he  had  only  one 
single  salmon  instead  of  from  twenty  to  thirty. 
And  this  for  a  coast  fishery  immediately  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Dee.  On  Mr.  Malloch's  Don 
waters,  which  he  rented  last  year  for  some  £600 
from  the  Crombies  of  Grandholm,  and  cleared  his 
rental  during  the  first  few  opening  weeks,  his  men, 
it  is  said,  are  not  this  year  making  their  wages. 
But  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board's  returns  are 
public  property,  reliable,  and  representative  of 
both  coast  and  river  fisheries.  They  are  of  the 
gross  value  of  some  £45,000,  and  so  may  be  con- 
fidently taken  as  a  safe  and  certain  criterion  of 
matters  pertaining  to  the  salmon  fishing  industry 
in  general. 

Up  to  the  end  of  March  the  catch  ot  salmon 
was  14,9521b.,  as  compared  with  41,3461b.  got  last 
year.  Here  is  a  drop  of  26,3941b.,  or  nearly  200 
per  cent.  The  money  value  for  last  season's  catch 
was  £2973.  This  year  the  treasurer  has  only 
£1317  for  the  returns  up  to  date— a  falling  off 
amounting  to  £1656.  It  may  be  noted  that  last 
year  the  returns  were  abnormally  good,  as 
already  indicated,  but,  after  all  allowances,  the 
falling  off  is  more  than  50  per  cent,  below  the 
average  of  an  ordinary  year. 

The  season  is  now  well  spent,  and  it  cannot  be 
reasonably  expected  that  such  a  leeway  can  be 
made  up,  however  favourable  matters  may  be 
later  on.  The  fears  are  that  it  may  get  worse. 
The  spring  migration  is  practically  over;  and, 
although  a  few  fish  are  always  on  the  move,  the 
great  bulk  of  the  spring  salmon  are  now  m  the 
fresh  waters  of  our  numerous  rivers  or  streams, 
and  only  the  grilse  and  autumn  fish  have  now  to 
follow  on  which  the  netsman  may  calculate  with 
certainty  for  recouping  his  heavy  rental  to  a 
certain  extent. 

From  his  returns  there  must  be  a  fine  stock  ot 
salmon  either  in  the  sea  or  the  rivers,  and  his  reverse 
meantime  means  a  good  time  of  it  for  the  salmon 
angler.  Unfortunately,  what  played  havoc  with 
the  tacksman's  prospects  prevented  the  angler 
making  the  best  of  his  opportunities,  and  his 
record  is  also  all  the  poorer  on  account  of  the 
March  storms.  However,  the  weather  has  now 
settled,  and  on  every  hand  sport  is  rife.  The 
first  grilse  of  the  season  was  netted  on  the 
9th  inst.,  and  as  several  more  have  been  got 
since  then,  an  early  advent  of  the  adolescent 
%alm  in  force  may  confidently  be  anticipated  to 
add  to  the  spring  creel. 

Sea  trout,  hitherto  always  an  acceptable  item 
in  the  netters  annual  returns,  and  with  him  from 
the  opening  till  the  close  of  the  season,  have  been 
conspicuous  by  their  absence,  more  particularly 
so  than  during  the  opening  months  of  any 
previous  year  during  the  past  decade.  Yet, 
strange  to  say,  although  they  have  not  been  got 
in  the  sea,  heavy  consignments  have  boen  daily 
exposed  in  the  Aberdeen  Market,  on  which 
Inspector  Duncan,  of  the  Fishery  Board,  has  had 
his  eyes  for  some  time  back,  and  the  other  day 
an  important  seizure  was  made.   They  are  being 


292 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  24,  1897 


netted  inland.  While  regretting  the  seeming 
dearth  of  this  fine  game  fish  on  the  coast,  it  is 
some  satisfaction  to  know  that  they  must  be  in 
the  rivers  in  considerable  numbers,  and  were  they 
being  searched  for  after  a  regular  system,  and 
with  approved  sea  trout  tackle,  perhaps  they 
would  be  more  en  evidence  in  the  angler's  creel 
than  the  solitary  and  occasional  instances  in 
which  they  are  being  got  on  salmon  tackle. 

G.  M. 


WHITE  TROUT  FISHING  IN 
SEA  ESTUARIES. 


White  trout  fishing  in  the  sea  estuaries  and 
tidal  mouths  of  rivers  is  very  little  practised  on  the 
West  coast  of  Ireland,  and  in  some  of  the  inland 
bays,  where  there  is  a  strong  run  of  tide,  good 
sport  is  often  obtained  if  followed  up. 

I  have  for  some  years  spent  a  good  deal  of  each 
season  fishing  sea  estuaries.  When  I  first  began 
I  used  generally  the  Archer  and  Chapman 
spinners  for  trolling  with  the  sand  eel,  but  1 
found  that  I  ran  and  lost  such  a  large  per- 
centage of  fish,  that  latterly  I  have  given  up 
using  them.  The  sizes  that  fit  a  sand  eel  have 
usually  the  triangles  much  too  small  to  hold  fish 
from  31b.  to  51b.;  the  last  triangle  is  not  made 
far  enough  back  to  reach  the  tail  of  the  eel,  and 
if  fish  are  coming  short,  you  miss  a  great  many. 
One  season  I  tried  all  sorts  of  tackle  that  I  made 
up  myself,  and  found  that  the  two  flights  that 
were  most  certain  of  hooking  fish  are  made  as 
follows  :  On  a  strand  of  picked  gut  whip  on  three 
triangles  about  Hin.  apart  and  a  lip  hook  of  fine 
wire  an  inch  above  the  top  triangle ;  and  when 
you  are  fastening  on  the  lip  hook  whip  on  a 
flying  triangle  on  about  l|in.  of  gut.  This 
hackle  I  make  in  three  sizes  to  suit  the  sand  eels 
I  was  using.  If  the  channel  is  discoloured  with 
sand  or  dark  water  coming  down  out  of  a  river. 
A  large  sand  eel,  I  find,  kills  best.  If  calm  and 
clear,  a  small  one.  Put  the  lip  hook  through  the 
snout  of  the  eel,  the  top  and  second  triangle  in 
the  side,  and  let  the  tail  and  flying  triangle  hang 
loose. 

To  make  another  good  hooking  flight,  fasten  a 
large  single  Limerick  hook  on  to  a  strand  of  gut, 
and  whip  on  at  the  same  time  about  2in.  of  gut 
with  a  triangle  at  the  end.  Put  the  baiting  needle 
into  the  eel  at  the  rent,  draw  the  gut  out  at 
the  mouth,  and  keep  it  in  place  with  a  sliding  lip 
hook.  I  use  a  trace  of  about  6ft.,  with  three 
brass  swivels,  and  a  very  light  lead,  I  find,  answers 
best.  I  began  by  using  ordinary  spinning  rods, 
but  found  them  much  too  stiff,  as  white  trout  in 
the  sea  are  very  tender  in  the  mouth,  much  more 
so  than  those  that  have  been  a  short  time  in  fresh 
water.  I  now  use  two  spliced  rods,  one  15ft„  the 
other  a  light  14ft.,  with  snake  rings.  The  light 
rod  kills  more  fish  than  the  stiffer  one. 

Large  Nottingham  reels  answer  well,  with  about 
100yds.  of  fine,  strong  line.  The  Manchester 
Cotton  Company  make  capital  ones,  and  they 
stand  the  salt  water  well.  Generally  the  first  two 
hours  of  flood  and  ebb  tide  are  the  best. 

The  fishermen,  who  sometimes  go  in  for 
trolling,  use  a  single  hook  on  about  a  foot  of  gut,  a 
strong  line  about  40yds.,  with  a  loop  at  the  end, 
which  they  put  round  their  necks,  and  then  hold 
the  line  between  the  teeth,  so  that  their  hands 
are  free  for  rowing.  They  sometimes  kill  trout, 
but  lose  many  more  than  they  kill.  A  fisherman 
whom  I  generally  had  out  with  me,  two  years 
ago  killed  a  trout  of  81b.  in  this  way.  I  asked 
him  if  it  did  not  take  a  long  time  to  kill  ?  "  No," 
he  said,  "  I  just  hauled  it  in  hand  over  hand  as 
I  would  a  cod."  They  sometimes  set  long  lines 
in  the  channels,  where  there  is  a  run  of  tide, 
baited  with  pieces  of  sand  eels  about  2in.  long, 
and  sometimes  they  get  on  a  haul  as  many 
as  eighteen  trout,  some  up  to  41b.  and  51b. 
One  was  killed  in  a  channel  I  fished  of  121b. 
One  evening  in  May  last  I  was  spinning  from  a 
point  that  ran  out  into  a  narrow  channel  with  a 
strong  run  of  tide— I  was  using  a  Malloch  reel. 
About  200yds.  below  was  a  bridge  across  the 
channel,  and  below  was  a  large  pool  with  a  heavy 
run  of  tide  running  through  the  middle  of  it. 
I  hooked  a  trout  at  the  point;  it  ran  out  into  the 
heavy  water,  and  then  made  down  stream;  my 
reel  somehow  dropped  off  and  I  was  in  an 
awkward  fix,  as  I  had  at  least  70yds.  of  line  out ; 
but  as  luck  would  have  it  the  line  did  not  get 


hung  up,  and  I  managed  to  land  a  fine  trout  on  a 
sand  bank  just  above  the  bridge,  weighing  4jlb. 
Well  I  remember  him  as  it  gave  a  kick  when  I 
was  getting  the  hooks  out  of  his  mouth,  and  he 
drove  a  triangle  deep  into  my  finger.  I  then 
began  spinning  from  the  bridge  in  the  pool 
below.  On  one  side  was  rocks  and  weeds,  and  on 
the  other  sand  banks.  I  hooked  and  killed  two 
nice  trout,  weighing  2flb.  and  2£lb ,  and  lost 
another  smaller  one.  They  gave  grand  sport,  as 
I  was  high  up  above  them,  and  had  to  work  them 
right  across  the  pool,  and  then  through  shallow 
water  on  to  the  Band  bank.  There  was  a  country 
fellow  on  the  bridge.  When  I  had  worked  them 
on  to  the  sand  as  far  as  I  could,  I  gave  the  man 
the  rod  and  told  him  to  keep  the  fine  tight.  I 
ran  round  and  got  them  both.  I  often  tried  from 
the  bridge  afterwards,  but  never  got  a  trout 
from  it. 

I  several  times  tried  small  rubber  eels,  called 
"tubes,"  which  I  hear  kill  well  in  the  West  of 
Scotland,  but  I  never  ran  a  trout  with  one.  Pishing 
for  trout  in  the  sea  is  very  uncertain  work.  The 
first  day  I  fished  this  season  I  killed  two  trout 
within  the  first  half  hour,  weighing  31b.  and  21b. 
I  then  fished  on  for  over  two  hours  and  did  not 
get  a  run.  Next  day  I  was  fishing  from  a  Curragh 
(canvas  boat).  I  had  just  got  one  of  my  lines 
out,  and  had  not  finished  letting  out  the  other, 
when  I  hooked  a  trout  of  41b.  I  landed  on  the 
sand  bank,  and  played  him  from  the  shore.  He 
was  on  the  light  rod,  and  gave  me  some  good 
sport.  For  the  next  two  days  I  fished  the  flood 
tide  for  about  two  hours  each  day  and  did  nothing. 
The  third  day  I  killed  three  fair  ones.  From  the 
beginning  of  April  to  the  middle  off  June  is 
generally  the  best  time.  After  that  the  sand  eels 
come  into  the  channels  in  shoals,  the  trout  are 
simply  glutted  with  them,  and  very  little  sport 
is  to  be  had  trolling.  W.  E. 


TROUT  FISHING  LN  TASMANIA. 


"  Eight  o'clock,  sir,  and  time  for  you  to  be  out 
of  bed,  if  you  wish  to  drive  up  the  Ouse  to  fish 
to-day,"  were  the  words  that  roused  me  up  one 
February  morning  some  years  ago,  when  I  was 
stopping  at  a  little  inn  some  fifty  miles  north- 
west of  Hobart,  Tasmania.  A  cold  bath,  or, 
rather,  the  nearest  approach  to  cold  that  could  be 
obtained  with  the  thermometer  at  80°  in  the  shade, 
a  hasty  toilet,  and  I  was  downstairs  discussing 
the  prospects  of  the  day's  sport  with  our  aide-de- 
camp, Jim.  Jim  (I  don't  know  whether  he  had 
any  other  name  or  not)  belonged  to  that  class  of 
men  so  frequently  met  with  "  up  country,"  willing 
and  able  to  turn  their  hand  to  any  odd  job,  but 
loath  to  stick  to  any  particular  work  for  any 
length  of  time.  Gillie  he  could  not  be  called,  for 
although  he  could  show  the  pools  where  the  big 
fish  were,  or  could  lead  the  fisherman  unacquainted 
with  the  river  to  shady  banks  where  the  trout 
rested  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  he  had  not 
much  idea  of  using  a  landing  net  or  gaff.  But 
give  him  a  rod  and  line  and  it  needed  a  good 
fisherman  to  bring  home  a  better  catch  at  the  end 
of  the  day. 

The  weather  was  all  that  a  Tasmanian  trout 
fisherman  could  desire.  The  sun  shone  out  in  the 
cloudless  sky  like  a  ball  of  polished  brass,  and  not 
a  breath  of  wind  disturbed  the  monotonous  grey- 
green  foliage  of  the  gum  trees,  as  we  drove  off  in 
the  family  buggy  to  our  fishing  grounds.  A 
southerly  wind  and  a  cloudy  sky — the  perfection 
of  weather  for  the  trout  fisher  in  England — is 
about  the  worst  possible  for  sport  "  down  below." 
A  scorching  hot  day,  with  the  sun  beating  down 
fiercely  upon  the  water,  will,  as  a  rule,  be  found 
the  best.  Then  the  trout  come  up  from  the 
depths  of  the  big  pools  and  move  about,  basking 
in  the  rays  of  the  sun,  till  about  midday  they 
retire  towards  the  banks,  and  lie  under  the  shadow 
of  the  ti-tnes,  a  shrub  which  is  found  in  great 
quantities  growing  over  the  water's  edge,  along 
the  banks  of  the  Tasmanian  rivers.  Old  Izaak 
Walton,  in  reply  to  Venator's  question  as  to  what 
was  the  best  wind  for  trout  fishing,  says :  "  For  the 
wind,  you  are  to  take  notice  that  of  the  winds  the 
south  wind  is  said  to  be  the  best,"  and,  again,  one 
observes  that : 

When  the  wind  is  south, 
It  blows  your  bait  into  a  fish's  mouth. 
But  the  Tasmanian  trout  fisher  must  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  such  advice.   Never  are  the  chances 


of  good  sport  more  remote  than  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  south.  Many  a  time  has  a 
promising  day  been  spoilt  by  "  that  confounded 
cold  south  wind,"  as  one  of  my  friends  called  it, 
which  comes  from  off  the  mighty  expanse  of  the 
Antarctic  Ocean.  Down  go  the  fish  to  the  bottom 
of  the  river,  and  sulk  there  utterly  regardless  of 
the  most  enticing  lures  which  the  angler  may 
offer  for  their  inspection. 

A  drive  of  three  miles  along  a  sandy  road 
brought  us  to  a  farmhouse,  and  permission  to 
pass  through  the  land  was  no  sooner  asked  for 
than  granted  by  the  owner.  I  may  here  remark 
that  trout  fishing  in  Tasmania  is  open  to  everyone 
on  payment  of  10s.  to  the  secretary  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Fisheries,  or  one  of  his  agents.  The 
certificate  reads  as  follows :  "  Tasmania.  Licence 
to  fish  for  salmon  and  trout,  season  189 — ,  189 — , 

Mr.  is  hereby  authorised  to  fish  for  salmon 

and  trout  with  rod  and  line  only  until  the  30th 
day  of  April  next,"  and  bears  date  of  issue  and 
signature  of  the  secretary  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Fisheries.  This  licence  gives  permission  to  fish 
in  any  water,  but  does  not  convey  riparian  right 
of  way,  and  as  many  fishermen  have  taken  it  for 
granted  that  they  have  a  right  to  pass  through 
or  wander  upon  any  property  in  pursuit  of  sport, 
a  good  deal  of  ill-feeling  has  been  stirred  up 
amongst  some  of  the  smaller  farmers,  who  are 
inclined  to  look  upon  fishermen  as  intruders. 
Personally,  I  always  made  it  a  rule  to  ask  per- 
mission of  the  occupiers  of  the  land,  and  was 
never  refused.  The  money  paid  for  the  licence 
is  used  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  fish 
hatcheries  at  .New  Norfolk. 

On  this  particular  occasion  I  was  accompanied 
by  an  Englishman,  whose  acquaintance  I  had 
made  in  Sydney,  who  was  a  good  dry  fly  fisher, 
having  often  proved  his  skill  upon  the  Hampshire 
streams.  There  had  been  a  good  deal  of  chaff 
between  us  as  to  the  method  employed  in  catch- 
ing trout  in  Tasmania.  He  was  all  for  fishing 
with  a  fly,  and  scorned  the  idea  of  resorting  to  a 
grasshopper,  but  bitter  experiences  of  empty 
baskets  had  proved  to  me  the  truth  of  the  old 
saying,  "  when  in  Rome  do  as  Rome  does,"  and  I 
had  at  length  given  up  all  attempts  with  the  fly, 
and  descended  to  the  grasshopper. 

However,  Tasmanian  trout  are  as  cunning  as 
any  of  their  relatives  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
and  just  as  shy,  so  that  "  far  and  fine  "  must  be 
the  rule,  and  it  is  no  easy  task  to  make  a  long 
thi  'Ow  with  a  couple  of  grasshoppers  impaled  on  a 
large  hook  without  whipping  off,  or  at  least 
seriously  damaging,  the  bait.  However,  with  a 
little  patience  most  difficulties  can  be  overoome, 
and  I  soon  acquired  the  slow  sweeping  movement 
necessary  to  make  a  successful  cast. 

My  friend  having  won  the  toss,  decided  to  fish 
down  stream  towards  home,  so  I  went  up.  In  a 
short  time  I  managed  to  land  a  couple  of  fish 
scaling  a  trifle  over  \\h.  apiece,  then  moving  on 
up  stream,  past  a  long  stretch  of  deep,  still  water, 
cast  into  the  running  stream  just  below  a  small 
rapid.  As  soon  as  my  bait  touched  the  water 
there  was  a  rush,  and  I  felt  that  I  was  into  a 
»ood  fish.  Down  stream  he  went,  pulling  for  all 
he  was  worth  till  he  reached  the  end  of  the  run, 
when  I  caught  sight  of  him  for  a  moment,  and 
away  he  went  again,  keeping  well  under,  now 
across  and  now  up  the  stream,  making  me 
somewhat  anxious  for  the  safety  of  my  cast;  then, 
after  a  few  more  desperate  efforts  to  regain  his 
freedom,  he  showed  the  white  feather,  and  soon 
afterwards  I  had  him  safe  in  my  landing  net.  On 
being  weighed  he  turned  the  scale  at  lib.  loz., 
and  proved  to  be  in  the  very  pink  of  condition. 

Unluckily  a  slight  breeze  from  the  south 
began  to  make  itself  felt,  so  I  set  to  work  again 
as  soon  as  my  hook  was  baited,  as  I  feared  that 
the  breeze  would  develop  into  a  strong  southerly 
wind  and  spoil  my  sport  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 
My  fears,  unfortunately,  were  soon  realised,  but 
not  before  I  had  bagged  four  more  fish,  averaging 
about  the  same  weight  as  the  first  brace,  after 
having  moved  a  really  good  fish,  whioh  rose 
majestically  from  the  bottom  of  a  small  pool 
behind  a  rock,  and,  having  sniffed  with  disdain  at 
the  bait,  retired  most  peacefully,  to  my  utter 
disgust,  without  even  making  an  attempt  to 
nibble.  He  must  have  scaled  between  31b.  and 
41b.,  but  he  must  not  be  classed  amongst  the 
numberless  big  fish  which  always  get  off,  for  he 
never  got  on.  Even  under  such  circumstances  I 
was  glad  to  see  him,  for  his  presence  confirmed 
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the  report  that  there  were  some  big  fish  m  the 
river,  a  report  which  one  of  our  party  proved  more 
satisfactorily  a  short  time  after  by  landing  a 
4A-pounder.  Towards  three  o'clock,  after  having 
worked  hard  for  an  hour  without  stirring  a  fish, 
I  retraced  my  steps  homewards,  to  find  my  fly 
fishing  friend  sitting  outside  the  inn  smoking  a 
pipe  and  looking  somewhat  disconsolate.  During 
a  spell  of  four  hours  with  the  fly  he  had  only 
managed  to  catch  one  small  fish.  I  must  say  I 
felt  very  much  inclined  to  make  use  of  the  usual 
feminine  retort,  "I  told  you  so,"  but  refrained, 
and  from  that  day  forth  he  became  a  true  believer 
in  the  "  hopper." 

Glancing  at  the  pages  of  my  diary,  pleasant 
memories  come  back  to  me  of  many  a  good  day's 
sport  here  and  there,  flavoured  with  a  spice  of 
excitement  by  occasional  encounters  with  snakes, 
some  of  which  volunteered  to  show  resentment  at 
the  intrusion  of  a  stranger  into  their  domains,  but 
always  to  their  own  utter  discomfiture.  Patience, 
a  most  necessary  qualification  to  become  a 
successful  fisherman,  is  nowhere  more  in  demand 
than  in  Tasmania.  Many  of  the  smaller  streams, 
containing  good  trout,  are  surrounded  with  dense 
scrub,  and  much  care  has  to  be  exercised  in  the 
manipulation  of  rod  and  line.  There  are  also 
many  pitfalls  for  the  unwary  in  the  form  of 
sunken  logs  and  boughs  of  trees,  brought  down  by 
the  floods  in  the  winter  and  early  spring,  which 
seem  to  possess  an  almost  magnetic  attraction  for 
the  hook.  All  over  the  colony  there  is  abundance 
of  food  in  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  shape  of 
grubs  and  caterpillars,  but  rather  a  scarcity  of 
flies,  and  I  have  rarely,  if  ever,  seen  a  fish  rise  to  a 
natural  fly  except  at  sundown.  In  fishing  with 
grasshoppers,  a  large  hook  must  be  used— No.  1 
for  preference.  The  best  "  hoppers  "  have  a  dark 
brown  back,  red  legs,  and  yellowish  bellies ;  the 
green  species  does  not  seem  so  tempting.  To  bait 
the  hook,  two  "  hoppers  "  should  be  used,  and  in 
this  way ;  Having  selected  a  good  specimen  from 
your  stock,  which  should  be  kept  in  a  small  per- 
forated zinc  box,  hold  it  between  the  thumb  and 
finger  of  the  left  hand,  with  the  legs  downwards 
and  the  tail  towards  you.  With  the  right  hand 
insert  the  point  of  the  hook  in  the  neck,  and, 
passing  it  through  the  body,  bring  it  out  at  the 
tail.  Now  take  another  "  hopper,"  and  go  through 
the  same  process,  but  this  time  do  not  let  the 
point  protrude  out  of  his  tail,  and  so  that  no  part 
of  the  hook  will  be  visible. 

As  for  the  salmon  for  which  the  licence  gives 
permission  to  fish— well,  as  far  as  my  experience 
goes,  there  are  none,  and  I  never  heard  of  any 
having  been  caught,  although  I  made  many  in- 
quiries. In  one  of  the  ponds  at  New  Norfolk 
there  are  some  young  salmon  hatched  from 
imported  ova,  and  the  keeper  informed  me  that  a 
few  years  ago  a  good  many  had  been  turned  out 
into  the  river.  "  But,"  in  the  words  of  a  latter- 
day  poet,  "  where  are  they  now  ?  "  A  good  many 
might  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  large  trout  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Derwent,  or  might  have  been 
devoured  by  porpoises  as  soon  as  they  reached  the 
sea,  but  surely  some  must  have  escaped.  I  think 
they  must  have  followed,  the  colonial  custom,  and 
taken  a  trip  across  the  sea  to  the  home  of  their 
forefathers.  However,  if  ever  you  go  to  Tas- 
mania, follow  the  example  of  Boer  Terapin,  who 
kept  on  saying  nothing  as  regards  the  salmon,  for 
if  you  tell  the  natives  of  that  colony  that  there 
are  none,  they  won't  like  you.  A.  H. 


THE  PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF 
LONDON  ANGLERS. 

J'riE  following  gentlemen  constitute  the  council  pledged 
to  carry  out  the  unification  of  London  anglers.  They 
havi  power  to,  and  intend  to,  add  to  their  number.  The 
committee  rooms  are  at  the  .Coffee  Pot  Tavern,  Warwick- 
lane,  Lndgate-hill,  E.C. :  Mr.  George  Chambers,  Dr.  C.  S. 
Patterson,  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson,  Mr.  J.  W.  Zaehnsdorf, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott,  Mr.  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  Mr.  J.  R.  Scott, 
Mr.  A.  W.  Parker,  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams. 

Meetings  to  discuss  the  pros  and  cons  of  the  situation 
will  be  held  as  follows :  •,  , 

Thursday,  April  29,  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road, 
at  8.30  p.m. ;  Thursday,  May  6,  at  the  Brownlow  Arms 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston,  at  8.30  p.m. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  Dr.  C.  S. 
Patterson,  at  the  committee  rooms. 

[Received  too  late  for  insertion  list  week.] 


Man  :  "  'Spose  I'd  catch  anything  if  I  came  over  there 
with  you?"    Boy:  "Guess  yer  would,  sure.    I've  got 
umps." 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 
Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  The 
weather  has  been  more  favourable  for  trout  fishing,  but 
the  wind  too  cold.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  Brentford  Pisca- 
torials,  caught  three  fish  this  week,  one  at  Staines,  another 
at  Penton  Hook,  and  the  third  at  Chertsey.  Major 
Arthur  Terry  reports  the'capture  of  a  |lb.  fish  with  a  live 
bait.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  Sunbury  report  this  week 
that  some  small  trout  have  been  taken.  If  we  could 
only  get  better  weather  I  am  well  satisfied  some  good 
fish  would  be  taken,  as  in  all  my  reports  tnis  week  they 
are  said  to  be  showing  themselves  in  all  directions.  I  quite 
agree  with  my  good  friend  "Dragnet"  that  it  is  bad 
policy  on  the  part  of  any  fisherman  to  catch  trout  by 
himself.  At  one  time  it  gave  me  great  trouble  in  the 
T.A.P.S.  waters,  but  by  constant  exposure  in  the  Press  it 
got  discontinued.  The  perch  have  now  commenced 
spawning,  and  patches  of  ova  can  be  seen  at  Sunbury, 
Walton,  and  other  places,  but  it  is  hoped  with  the  housing 
of  the  swans  it  will  all  be  safe,  and  thanks  will  be  due  to 
Mr.  H.  W.  Lawson,  L.C.C.,  for  the  part  he  has  taken 
in  it. — B.  ,.  „, 

  (Datchet).— John  Keene  reports  to  me  :  ine 

water  is  in  splendid  condition,  and  the  fish  have  been 
feeding  well  during  the  last  two  or  three  days.  With 
Mr.  Manning  one  day  he  got  a  nice  trout  of  5|lb.—B. 

  (Datchet).— Splendid  water  for  trout  fishing— a 

good  stream  everywhere,  but  there  is  one  drawback,  the 
lockman  will  plump  too  many  sluices  in  at  once,  with  the 
result  the  water  is  either  dropping  desperately  fast  or 
rising.  The  unfortunate  who  happens  to  take  a  day  on 
the  dropping  water  has  not  got  a  ghost  of  a  chance  ;  f  or 
instance,  I  pushed  up  stream  on  the  evening  of  the  20th 
with  some'  friends  ;  water  rising.  I  saw  half  a  dozen  fish 
moving,  nearly  had  one— had  a  splendid  rush  from  him, 
and  lost  him.  That  makes  the  third  fish  I  have  missed 
since  my  last ;  but  I  don't  mind  that,  I  think  courting 
their  attention  well  nigh  as  good  as  catching  them— equally 
exciting.  On  the  21st  water  dropped  15in.  I  went  over 
the  same  ground,  not  a  move  to  be  seen.— G.  Lumsden. 

 (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes  : 

"  Mr  Nevill,  of  Esher,  on  Good  Friday  took  a  very  hand- 
some trout  weighing  5 Jib.  at  the  weir.  The  fish  are  now 
beginning  to  show  well,  and  the  water  is  in  good  condition, 
but  the  weather  has  been  so  cold  there  is  scarcely  anyone 
going  out." — B. 

  (Shepperton).— Major  Arthur  Terry  one  day  got 

a  small  trout  pf  fib.,  and  on  Saturday  last  three  more, 
2§lb.,  l£lb.,  and  one  fib.,  which  were  all  put  back  again, 
as  he  never  retains  a  fish  under  31b. — B. 

 (Staines).— Charles  Hone  reports :     I  was  out 

with  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  on  Good  Friday,  who  caught  a 
trout  of  2ilb.,  which  he  put  back  again ;  and  on  Saturday, 
at  Penton  Hook,  one  fish  of  31b.  j  and  at  Sunbury  a  hand- 
some fish  of  5ilb.,  which  makes  nine  fish  to  Mr. 
Gomm's  credit  this  season,  and  one  returned,  making  ten 
altogether."  Mrs.  Thomas,  fishing  with  Charles  Hone  on 
Wednesday,  caught  a  nice  trout  of  4£lb.,  which  she  played 
with  much  skill.— B.  - 

  (Sunbury).— My  correspondent  reports  that  Mr. 

Lukyn  has  taken  three  small  trout,  but  returned  two  of 
them  to  the  river  again,  and  the  one  retained  was  seen  by 
Mr.  Edward  Clark,  one  of  the  assistant  river  keepers.— B. 

Windsor  District.— Water  here  in  good  order,  but 
the  cold  winds  keep  the  fish  down ;  very  few  been  seen 
this  last  week.  I  saw  a  pretty  little  fish  to-day  or  41b., 
caught  by  Mr.  T.  Skelton,  of  the  North  Star,  Datchet 
On  the  old  river  at  Old  Windsor  a  brace  of  fish  were  had 
in  very  quick  time  (a  quarter  of  an  hour)  by  Mr.  Stevens, 
one  going  51b. ,  the  other,  I  am  told,  about  31b.  A  gentle- 
man, out  with  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  has  had  hard  luck, 
running  three  fish,  and  breaking  away  with  a  good  one 
in  the  weir  at  Old  Windsor.  Weather  much  warmer.  I 
have  seen  a  fish  playing  about  just  outside  here,  and  expect 
ere  long  one  of  our  local  enthusiasts  will  have  him.  Many 
frequenters  of  the  upper  Thames  will  be  sorry  to  hear  of 
the  illness  of  that  jovial  Monkey  Island  celebrity,  Robert, 
or  rather,  "Old  Bob"  Plummer,  who  lies  seriously  ill, 
dropsy  having  set  in  within  the  last  week  or  so.  Many 
would  like  to  see  him  about  again,  but  "  Bob  "  is  m  years 
(seventy -two),  and  in  his  time  has  seen  some  '  lite  '  on 
the  Thames.  „  .    „     ■  ' 

Coin  (Fairford.  Gloucestershire).— The  weather 
for  Easter  anglers  on  Friday  and  Saturday  was  about  as 
bad  as  it  could  possibly  be,  so  that  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  put  a  fly  on  the  water  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  a 
perfect  hurricane  blowing  at  times  duiing  these  two  days. 
The  Bull  waters  were  in  capital  trim  there  being  an 
excellent  head  on,  but  s^ort,  owing  to  the  rough  weather, 
was  bad.  Things  improved  on  Monday  when  a  nice  rue 
came  on  in  the  forenoon.  The  best  fUh  I  heard  of  wai  one 
of  l|lb.,  taken  in  the  Dugrove  waters.— Pan. 

Cornish  Streams.— On  the  whole,  from  a  fishing 
point  of  view,  Easter,  the  beginning  of  the  season  to  many 
trout  fishers,  was  disappointing.  The  rivers  were  all  too 
high,  and  the  wind  too  cold.  In  the  si  eltered  parts  of  the 
Camel  and  Fowey,  and  in  the  tributaries,  a  few  trout 
were  caught  on  Thursday  last,  but  they  were  very  few,  and 
the  wet  and  boisterous  weather  of  Good  Ftiday  and 
Saturday  stopped  everything.  Not  until  Tuesday  (for  the 
rivers  were  too  high  and  coloured  on  Monday)  was  there 
anything  like  sport,  and  on  that  day  good  baskets  were 
made  everywhere.  Wednesday  was  all  that  could  be 
desired,  excepting  perhaps  that  there  was  too  much 


water.    Baskets  of  thirty  and  forty  trout  were  common  on 
each  day.— Bodmin. 
Darenth  (Farningham  and  Horton  Kirby).— 

Though  the  19th  was  a  lovely  day,  the  strong  S.W.  wind 
made  fishing  difficult  on  the  Lion  water,  and  but  tew  trout 
were  taken,  and  those  mostly  returned  as  undersized.  1 
only  kept  but  one,  and  that  was  just  under  lib.,  and  took 
a  Blue  Dun  (dry)  ;  most  of  the  others  were  with  wet. 
This  cold  and  wet  weather  will  spoil  sport.— J .  P.  T.  _ 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Practically  nothing 
has  been  done  this  week  on  the  lower  waters  of  the  main 
stream,  the  water  being  too  big  to  admit  of  any  fly  fishing. 
Fishermen  were  expecting  a  good  time  during  the  holidays, 
but  the  constant  flooding  prevents  sport.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  holiday  fishermen  had  a 
keen  disappointment,  for  just  as  the  rivers  were  getting 
into  condition  the  rains  came  again,  and  the  streams  were 
nearly  all  in  heavy  spate.  Fly  fishing  has  been  out  of  the 
question,  but  the  wormers  were  out  in  full  force,  but  the 
fish  had  been  gorged.  On  the  Exe  little  was  done,  the 
water  being  exceedingly  thick.  The  moorland  tributaries 
of  the  southern  streams  Cowswick,  Blackabrook,  Swin- 
combe,  &c,  were  well  patronised,  and  catches  on  the 
higher  waters  of  the  Dart  varied  up  to  twenty  brace.  On 
the  northern  rivers  things  have  been  very  quiet  of  late, 
especially  with  salmon  fishing.  Trout,  however,  have  been 
affording  fairly  good  sport,  one  gentleman  having  creeled 
twenty-five  dozen  this  season. — Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— April  8,  Lord  Newtown  Bfttler 
killed  a  fish  in  the  Wetherall  Crown  Hotel  water;  Mr, 
Slater,  one,  8 Jib. ,  at  Wetherall ;  and  Mr.  Searle,  one,  241b., 
at  Holme  Wrangle.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Slater  had  three, 
151b.,  161b.,  211b.,  in  the  Corby  water;  and  Mr.  G.  H. 
Dixon,  one,  221b.,  at  Armathwaite.  On  the  10th,  Lord 
Newtown  Butler, one,  161b.,  and  Lord  Brackley, one,  101b., 
at  Corby  ;  Mr.  F.  Sanderson,  one,  181b.,  at  Bransby  Rock. 
On  the  12th,  Mr.  Searle,  one,  181b.,  at  Holme  Wrangle. 
On  the  13th,  Dr.  Goost,  one,  81b.,  at  Warwick  Hall ;  Mr. 
Joseph  Fox  a  small  one  below  Carlisle  ;  Mr.  Robinson,  one, 
201b.,  in  the  Holme  Eden  water;  Mr.  Searle,  one,  at 
Holme  Wrangle;  and  Mr.  Mallison, three, 71b., 91b.,  13lb., 
at  Eden  Hall.  Then  came  a  2ft.  spate,  which  was  very 
welcome  to  both  salmon  and  trout  anglers,  as  the  river  was 
getting  low  and  very  clear.  But  two  other  freshets 
following  spoiled  the  Easter  fishing,  though  fair  baskets  of 
trout  were  got  in  places.  On  the  19th,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Collingwood  killed  a  tine  fish  of  2141b.  on  the  Doctor's 
Flat  The  river  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  in  fine  order,  with 
rain  threatening.  The  Bulldog  is  still  the  killing  fly.— 
Silver  Grey.  . 

Esk  (Whitby).— Since  my  last  report  this  river  has 
been  in  splendid  fishing  condition,  and  although  only  a 
meagre  number  of  anglers  have  been  out,  some  remunera- 
tive catches  are  to  hand.  A  few  heavy  showers  of  rain 
have  fallen,  but  the  condition  of  the  river  remains 
unaltered.  The  following  are  the  catches  to  hand :  Mr. 
T  Gray  eight  brace  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Rhodes,  fourteen  brace  ; 
Mr  J  C.  Walker,  five  brace;  Mr.  T.  Stanforth,  four  and 
a  half  brace ;  Mr.  A.  Stanforth,  six  brace  ;  Mr.  T.  Ward, 
six  and  a  half  brace  ;  Mr.  C.  Harrison,  four  brace  ;  Mr.  J. 
Baker,  six  brace;  Mr.  Alf.  Anderson,  four  and  a  halt 
brace.— J.  Jackson. 

Bxe  and  Barle.— Much  to  the  disappointment  ot 
Easter  visitors  the  rivers  have  been  too  full  for  good  trout 
fishing  for  a  week  past,  and  one  or  two  fine  days  are  still 
needed  to  make  the  water  in  condition  ;  there  are  in  con- 
sequence no  noteworthy  baskets  to  report.  The  grannom 
and  Alder  are  now  beginning  to  show,  and  we  certainly 
may  expect  to  hear  of  salmon  after  such  water.— Blue 
Upright 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— The  weather  has  been 
most  disappointing  from  a  holiday  point  of  view,  but 
those  anglers  who  braved  the  elements  on  Monday  scored 
some  good  lots  of  trout.  Among  the  most  successful 
were  the  following  :  Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts,  nine  brace,  some 
of  which  ran  clo3e  on  lib. ;  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell,  four  and  a 
half  brace ;  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley,  a  brace  of  pounders ;  Mr. 
D.  Theluwissen,  four  and  a  half  brace;  Mr.  G.  Taylor, 
two  brace.  River  is  still  very  high,  and  almost  continuous 
rain  keeps  it  in  a  very  unsettled  condition.  Although 
close  time  is  supposed  to  be  observed  as  regards  the  canal 
fishery,  I  am  told  a  number  of  rods  have  been  on  it 
during  the  holidays.  Surely  the  Exeter  Council  might 
enforce  their  laws,  or  else  cancel  them.— Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— There  has 
not  been  much  doing  during  the  holidays  among  the  trout. 
Some  few  were  out  on  the  private  waters,  but  not  much 
was  done,  whilst  the  club  members  were  not  over  eager  for 
work.  The  lettings  of  some  of  the  drains  about  March 
and  towards  Deeping  came  off  last  week,  and  the  prices 
paid  for  the  right  of  fishing  were  much  higher  than  ever 
bsfore  obtained.  Some  of  the  lengths  fetched  £35,  and 
even  up  to  £55,  and  were  obtained  by  clubs  at  a  distance. 
Previously  very  much  smaller  sums  were  obtained,  and  as 
many  pounds  were  paid  as  previously  shillings  had  been 
obtained.  This  shows  how  anxious  town  clubs  are  to  get 
water  near  to  the  railway  for  their  members.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— The  holidays  brought  out  a 
few  sportsmen,  but  no  great  amount  of  luck  attended 
their  efforts  on  the  local  waters.  The  thief  spore  was 
bottom  fishing  for  good  sized  trout  on  the  water  below 
Retford,  and  in  the  top  waters  of  some  of  the  streams 
running  into  the  main  liver.  Several  nice  lots  of  fish  have 
come  to  hand  by  means  of  the  dock  grub  ;  one  of  the  best 
specimen  fish  taken  by  this  means  was  one  of  over  21b., 
taken  by  a  visitor  in  tho  water  near  the  Rifle  Butts.  In 
the  same  locality  a  lib.  roach  was  landed  with  worm,  still 
in  capital  condition.  Many  trout  are  in  this  water,  21b. 
to  31b.  each. — L.  „ 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).— There  has  been  an 
improvement  in  the  weather,  and  fishing  has  in  con- 
sequence been  better  than  it  was  last  week.  On  the  15th, 
ten  fish  were  taken  from  the  lake,  weighing  91b.    On  the 
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16th,  nine  fish  were  taken,  weighing  81b.  No  fishing  was 
done  on  the  17th,  as  the  lake  was  very  rough,  and  the  rain 
came  down  in  torrents.  On  the  19th,  sixty-six  fish  were 
taken,  weighing  521b.,  Dr.  Fenton  creeling  ten,  weighing 
8|lb.  On  the  20th,  forty-three  fish  were  taken,  weighing 
291b.  The  average  weight  of  the  fish  is  considerably  over 
what  it  has  been  in  past  years. — D.  M.  L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these 
rivers  were  running  in  fair  order  up  to  the  end  of  the  week, 
but  the  heavy  falls  of  rain  has  caused  them  to  rise,  and 
they  are  stained  and  too  full  of  water  for  good  fishing.  Fly 
fishing  will  be  at  a  standstill  until  the  water  goes  down 
again,  and  anglers  have  been  very  much  disappointed  this 
holiday  time.  With  fine  weather  sport  will  be  brisk,  and 
good  baskets  of  trout  taken. — Gwvnne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).- 
Heavy  rains  on  the  .Radnorshire  hills  Fridav  and  Saturday 
caused  these  rivers  to  flood,  and  by  Sunday  evening  were 
running  nearly  bank  high  of  muddy  water,  and  as  yet 
(Wednesday  evening)  have  sunk  but  slightly.  Angling  is 
at  a  standstill,  and  J  see  no  prospect  of  resuming  this 
week,  as  the  weather  is  very  unsettled,  glass  low,  wind 
shifty,  and  every  appearance  of  a  coming  fall  of  snow  or 
sleet.  Till  atmospheric  conditions  become  more  favour- 
able there  is  little  prospect  of  sport.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford).— Water  now  in  good  order. 
I  rout  taking  the  Blue  Upright  and  March  Brown  freely. 
Mr.  Hudden,  of  Bristol,  fishing  the  Upper  Hotel  water  on 
1  uesday,  took  one  and  a  half  dozen  ;  and  Mr.  Cooper  and 
brother,  two  dozen,  one  handsome  fish,  fib.  On  Good 
i  nday  several  rods  were  out,  but  river  was  too  full  for 
good  dishes.— F.  A.  M. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.— Easter  fishing  has 
been  literally  spoiled  by  the  changeful  character  of  the 
weather,  causing  the  streams  to  rise  and  fall,  and  that  with 
dirty  water  from  the  roads  adjacent  to  the  streams. 
Most  of  our  rivers  could  hardly  get  clear  before  another 
wet  day  upset  them  again  ;  but  the  quick  running  Blythe 
managed  to  clear  itself  so  as  to  allow  a  rod  or  two  to 
obtain  a  bit  of  sport.  Grayling  showed  a  disposition  to 
take  a  Waterhen  Bloa  intended  for  trout,  so  a  change  to  a 
YVickhams  Fancy  had  the  effect  of  pleasing  these  latter 
fish,  and  brought  a  few  to  creel.  Another  rod  fished  with 
Orange,  Partridge,  Blue  Dun,  and  in  the  evening  a 
Coachman,  and  secured  a  very  nice  dish  of  trout. 
1  rospects  are  good  if  the  weather  will  settle.— F.  W 
Dale. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  Easter  holidays,  so  far 
as  angling  was  concerned,  were  a  source  of  disappoint- 
ment, for  heavy  and  continuous  rains  had  so  risen  and 
discoloured  the  streams  as  to  render  sport  impracticable. 
Spinning  will  yield  good  results  as  soon  as  the  water  is 
sufficiently  clear.  A  fair  number  of  trout  were  taken 
prior  to  the  rising  of  the  river.  Mr.  A.  Davies,  of  Shrews- 
bury, took  a  nice  dish  of  three  brace,  the  heaviest  weighing 
about  2jrlb.  Fly  fishing  has  been,  and  still  continues, 
impossible. — Hafren. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— Bain  during  the 
holidays  marred  the  pleasure  and  sport  of  many  who  had 
anticipated  peasant  wanderings  by  the  brook  side,  and 
the  record  of  trout  taken  is  but  a  poor  one.  On  Monday 
two  rods  on  the  Bother  secured  a  brace  of  trout,  14oz.  and 
I2oz.  respectively.  Small  pike  and  perch  were  frequently 
taken  and  returned  to  the  water.  A  few  smelt  were 
taken  from  the  harbours.  One  fish  in  a  basket  of  a  dozen 
measured  6|io.  Rain  has  considerably  clouded  the 
streams,  and  the  weather,  as  I  write,  shows  no  sign  of 
improvement.— G.  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  was 
in  splendid  fishing  order  during  last  week,  and  excellent 
sport  was  had  with  trout.  We  have  since  had  a  lot  of 
flood  water  down,  and  when  the  river  clears  again  we 
shall  doubtless  have  a  renewal  of  good  sport. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow)  .—The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  running 
out  of  order  for  fly  fishing,  being  high  and  coloured.  The 
water  was  in  good  order  up  to  Friday,  when  rain  set  in, 
and  ram  fell  nearly  every  evening  since,  and  has  caused 
the  river  to  get  out  of  order,  and  has  disappointed  a 
number  of  anglers  this  holiday  time,  and  fewer  rods  have 
been  seen  out  this  Easter  than  for  some  time.  A  few  rods 
have  tried  worm  fishing,  and  it  has  proved  very  successful 
and  some  fine  trout  have  been  landed.  In  this  part  a 
number  of  otters  have  been  seen  of  late  playing  about,  two 
fane  tnes  being  in  the  water  above  the  Paper  Mills.  The 
otterhounds  were  out  at  the  end  of  last  week  at  Craven 
Arms,  and  drew  up  to  Horderley  blank,  and  time  down 
the  Ony,  and  only  came  on  a  stale  drag.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  weather  in  this  part  has  been 
very  changeable,  and  rain  came  heavily  at  the  end  of  last 
week,  and  the  water  began  to  rise,  and  is  now  running  out 
of  order  for  fly,  being  coloured.  Angling  this  holiday 
time  has  been  very  quiet  indeed,  and  there  is  little  prospect 
of  sport  until  the  weather  takes  up,  when  sport  should  be 
good.    Worm   fishiDg  has  been  tried  with  success.— 

WORr  ESTER. 

Torridge  ( Torrington )  .—River  very  full  after  the 
l'ig  flood  we  had  on  Sunday,  but  now  clearing  fast,  and  a 
trout  was  taken  yesterday  in  the  free  water,  20oz.  Lots 
of  trout  ha\e  been  taken  in  the  small  streams,  a  gentleman 
took  twenty  yesteidiy  with  the  fly  in  a  brook  within  three 
miles  ot  lomnxton.  If  the  weather  continue*  fine,  there 
will  be  gojd  fighing  in  the  coming  week.— Practical 
Angler. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  Gloucestershire).  —  On 

Thursday  week  Mr.  John  Morgan  and  Mr.  Robeit 
Kicnarda  creeled  three  and  a  half  brace,  besides  putting 
several  nsh  back.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Richard  T.  Ile<  and 
Mr.  Warn  had  sport  with  tbe  Sherry  Spinner  and  March 
Brown.  Mr  Warn  picked  up  a  brace  on  his  way  throuah 
Cirencester  from  out  the  Churn,  their  weight  being  51b. 
Heat  flies:  Olivo  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  Sherry  Spinner,  and 
Hare  a  Lug. — Pan. 


Upper  Tamar.— The  river  was  in  high  flood,  little 
being  done  during  the  Easter.  On  Good  Friday  and  on 
Saturday  a  number  of  anglers  were  out  fishing  with  the 
worm,  but  the  best  basket  was  one  of  a  dozen 
Devonian. 

,  J?sk*  (^ergayenny).  —  Captain  Sandeman  caught 
201b.  ot  trout  one  day  last  week.  Sir  Joseph  Bailey,  on  the 
Quarry,  took  101b.  Altogether  on  Sir  Joseph's  water  I 
understand,  over  600  fish  have  been  taken  since  the  season 
opened.  Mr.  Crawshay  on  Saturday  took  101b.  Gentle 
men  residing  at  Mrs.  Phillips,  Bell  Hotel,  Llangroiney 
have  been  successful  with  the  trout.— E.  Delaiield 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  (Lincolnshire).— 
Several  visitors  came  into  the  district  for  the  holidays 
mostly  to  try  their  luck  on  the  Wold  streams  of  their 
mends.  The  weather  was  dull  on  the  Monday,  and  little 
could  be  done,  but  Tuesday  was  better.  No  great  amount 
of  sport  attended  their  efforts,  the  fish  showing  little  or  no 
disposition  to  rise  to  the  fly,  and  flie3  were  very  scarce. 
The  cold  winds  are  against  any  kind  of  fishing  in  these 
waters  ;  still,  in  one  or  two  instances  some  brace  or  two 
were  banked.  Cowdung  Flies  are  about  the  only  ones  to 
be  seen,  and  they  are  the  best  to  use.  Still,  bottom 
fishing  is  the  most  successful. — Luci. 
Wye  (Builth  Wells) .-Trouting  good ;  E.  W.  aud 

H.  Lord  killed  2341b.  on  Thursday  last.  River  in  flood 
on  Saturday ;  nearly  lift,  of  water.  It  is  now  2ft.  6in.  at 
Builth  Bridge  (Wednesday).  Expect  good  sport  next 
week.— W.  B.  Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy  (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel). —Mr. 
Sturrock  fisbed  the  Tay  to-diy,  and  got  a  nice  basket  of 
trout,  weighing  8Jlb. — Alex.  Nicol. 

Border  Esk.— Unsettle!  weather  still  prevails  in  Esk- 
dale,  and  as  boat  fishing  has  not  yet  commenced,  the 
swollen  condition  of  the  waters  is  against  rod  fishing, 
Yellow  trout  are  now  affording  sport,  especially  in  the  mid- 
reaches,  where  some  good  takes  have  been  made  by  Messrs 
Wm  Beattie,  Wm.  Irving,  Walter  Irving,  and  others.  In 
the  Canonbie  water  one  angler  caught  two  dozen,  another 
one  had  a  dozen,  and  in  the  Byre  Burn  section  Mr.  W. 
Beattie  creeled  a  dozen,  some  of  them  weighing  £lb.  Sergt. 
Bell  had  a  dozen  at  a  fishing  in  Langholm  water,  and  the 
Messrs.  Irving  have  be3n  successful  in  the  mid-reaches. 
Salmon  are  somewhat  shy  m  the  upper  portion  of  the  river, 
but  in  the  double  water  Mr.  Le  Cocq  had  a  fine  new  run 
salmon,  and  Messrs.  Walter  Park  (Brooklyn)  Mr. 
Buchanan  (Glasgow),  and  Mr.  Chalmers  (Longtown),  had 
good  runs  with  salmon  between  Longtown  and  the  Metal 
Bridge,  but  they  have  mostly  been  spawned  fish.  Good 
takes  of  yellow  trout  are  being  had  in  the  Liddle,  Mr 
J.  Smith  (Newcastleton)  caught  61b.,  one  of  which  weighed 
l*Ib  ;  Mr  J.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Whitfield  (Carlisle)  had  food 
baskets,  whilst  several  local  anglers  hive  been  successful 
m  the  upper  reaches  and  in  the  Hermitage. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  The 
sport  smce  last  reported  has  been  as  follows  :  On  7th 
inst.,  Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  of  Gruinards,  fishing  from 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed  two  salmon  of  81b  and 
111b.  On  9th,  Mrs.  R.  T.  Coupland  caught  two  of  6ilb. 
and  81b.  On  10th,  Mr.  Tatton,  London,  a  7-pounder  on 
Braelangwell  water  ;  and  Mrs.  Coupland  one  of  101b  cn 
Gruinards  water.  On  12th,  Mrs.  Coupland  landed  one  of 
6£lb.,  and  Sir  Francis  C.  E.  Denys,  Bart.,  Bridge  Hotel 
Bonarbndge,  a  9-pounder  on  Gledfield  water.  On  13th' 
Mrs.  Coupland  landed  two  salmon,  weighing  8Jlb.  and 
10lb.,  on  Gruinards  water;  aud  Mr.  Waring,  London,  on 
Sir  Kenneth  Matheson's  rod,  one  of  81b.  Two  salmon  each 
were  also  got  by  Sir  Francis  C.  E.  Denys  and  Mr  F  G 
Payne,  London.  On  16th,  Mr.  Coupland  had  a  9-p'ounder 
on  Gruinards  water.  On  17th,  Mr.  John  Mackenzie,  on 
Mr.  Littlejohn's  rod,  landed  three  salmon  on  Invercharron 
water  ;  and  Mr.  Tatton  one  on  Braelangwell  water  On 
Monday,  this  week,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Coupland  got 
three,  weighing  81b.,  91b.,  and  101b.;  and  Sir  Francis 
C.  E.  Denys,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  Waring  three,  of  91b.,  71b., 
and  641b.  ;  they  also  lost  a  beauty  when  almost  ready  for 
the  gaff.  On  Tuesday  Sir  Francis  hooked  one  but  lost  it, 
and  also  returned  two  kelts  into  the  water. — B 

Deyeron  (Banffshire).— Although  showers  of  hail 
and  rain  have  been  rather  frequent  during  the  past  week, 
which  kept  the  water  rather  full,  still  there  was  an 
improvement  in  the  rod  fishing.  On  the  Duff  House 
water  some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  obtained ;  and  on 
the  free  water  below  the  Bridge  of  Banff  not  a  few  trout 
fell  to  the  rod.  More  salmon  are  entering  the  river  ;  but, 
of  course,  they  are  generally  caught  by  the  net  fishermen' 
who  are  now  on  night  and  day  duty,  before  they  reaoh  the 
Cruives.  The  tempestuous  weather  on  the  coast  continues 
to  interfere  with  the  bag  net  fishing,  and  scarcely  anything 
has  been  done  of  late.  From  bah  river  and  sea  the  yiold 
for  the  week  was  four  boxes,  one  box  moro  than  tint  of  tho 
-orresponding  week  list  year.— II.  W. 

Dochart.— On  Monday,  Mr.  Balfour  Kinnear,  Edin- 
burgh, out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  the  river  for  a  few  hours, 
had  throe  trout  averaging  Jib. ;  Mr.  J.  Kinnear,  ten  trout! 
5j lb.,  heaviest  l^lb.  Tuesday,  Mr.  Scott  and  fiiend, 
Alloa,  twenty-five  trout,  101b.— Donalu  Mi  Nai  SETbH 

Isla  ( t  erthshire).— The  Iela  is  now  of  proper  volume, 
and  the  weather  is  much  milder,  but  there  U  a  great  deal 
of  snow  on  the  hills,  and  too  much  snow  broth  in  the  water 
for  first-class  sport.  Yot  on  the  lower  reaches  fair  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  landed,  Mr.  Chas.  McKenzie,  Forfar, 
having  killed  a  trout  of  ljlb.  On  tho  Upper  Isla,  and  the 
Shee  and  Ardle  tributaries,  tho  seison  cannot  be  said  to 
have  really  begun,  but  with  the  present  conditions  a  good 
start  should  be  made  before  the  end  of  the  month.— 
Iasgaih. 

,  ,ioc,^  Achray— From  the  Trossachs  Hotel,  on  the 
14th,  Messrs.  A.  W.  Harrington  and  R.  Blair,  jun.,  had 
twenty-two  trout,  weighing  14*1  b.  On  the  16th',  Messrs. 
A.  Robertson  and  R.  Blair,  jun.,  had  twonty-throo  trout, 


weighing  131b. ;  Mr.  Dowding,  on  same  day,  killed  eleven 
trout,  weighing  7$lb.— Trossachs. 

Lochawe.— Lochawe  Hotel.    In  the  Hotel  Bay,  Mr. 
Crowther,  Hoylake,  one  silmon,  141b.— D.  Fraser. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).— On 
Saturday,  Mr.  Murray  and  friend,  fishing  on  Loch  Chon 
caught  eight  trout,  weighing  41b.  On  Monday,  Mr. 
Rankin  and  friend  caught  twenty-one  beautiful  trout  in 
splendid  condition,  weighing  111b.  (weight  of  heaviest 
trout,  lib.  3oz.). 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— After  a  spell  of  very  un- 
favourable  weather,  a  marked  improvement  in  the  condi- 
tions took  place  on  Tuesday,  when  the  bitterly  cold  winds 
from  the  north-east  and  south-west  gave  place  to  a  fine 
breeze  from  the  east,  accompanied  by  increased  tempera- 
ture. Sport  during  the  past  week  has  been  bad.  Fiah 
have  been  taking  fly  lures  more  readily  than  minnow,  and 
it  is  with  the  former  that  nearly  all  the  trout  have  been 
ciptured.  All  the  boats  were  out  on  Monday,  being  the 
spring  holiday  in  several  of  the  larger  centres.  The 
weather  was  cold  and  the  catches  were  poor.  Ten  mem- 
bers  of  the  Glasgow  Clydesdale  Club  had  twenty-one  trout 
(141b.  8oz.).  Mr.  Kirkland,  with  three  trout  of  31b.  2oz., 
vnJ  nawarded  first  P"ze;  his  heaviest  trout  scaled 
lib.  9joz.  A  few  of  the  other  anglers  out  were,  Mr 
Ogilvy,  Arndean,  and  Mr.  Watson,  Ayton,  eleven  trout, 
81b ;  Mr.  Jameson,  London,  eight  trout,  51b.  8oz.  •  Mr 
and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Stevenson,  Stirling,  twelve  trout,  71b.  8oz  • 
Mr.  Brown,  seven  trout,  51b.— Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  H.B.).— Ken- 
more,  Loch  Tay,  on  the  Hotel  water,  April  16,  Mr.  Beattie 
killed  salmon,  181b. ;  Mr.  J.  Boughton  Roberta  killed 
salmon,  121b.  17th,  Mr.  J.  Younger  killed  salmon,  181b  • 
Mr.  J.  Boughton  Roberta  killed  salmon,  161b.  19th,  Mr' 
Beattn,  salmon,  161b.;  Mr  James  Lord  killed  salmon 
151b.  20th,  Mr.  Beattie  killed  salmon,  171b.— Knight  ' 
loch  Tay  (Killin).-April  7,  Mr.  Smith,  two 
salmon,  241b.,  181b.  8th,  Mr.  Smith,  two,  221b.  171b  • 
Mr.  Maisey,  one,  161b.  10th,  Dr.  Teale,  one,  201b.  •  Mr' 
Smith,  one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Knott,  one,  161b.  12th  Dr' 
Teale,  two,  211b.,  161b.;  Mr.  Knott,  one,  211b  13th' 
Mis3  Welling,  fishing  for  Dr.  Teale,  one,  211b.  14th,  Mr' 
Kettlewell,  one,  171b. ;  Capt.  Finnie,  one,  171b.  loth' 
Dr.  Teale,  one,  151b.  ;  Dr.  Teale,  two,  171b,  121b. :  Capt' 
Finnie,  two,  151b.  121b.  16th,  Mr.  Cuttler,  one,  151b 
17th,  Mr.  Cuttler,  three,  311b.,  211b  ,  191b.  19th  Capt' 
Finnie,  one,  201b. ;  Mr.  Kettlewell,  two,  201b.  171b  •  Mr' 
Wheen,  three,  241b.,  191b.,  171b. ;  Mr.  Cuttler,  two,  181b  '. 
131b.  20th,  Mr.  Mellor,  two,  161b.,  151b. ;  Mr.  Cuttler 
one,  161b.— H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Portingall.)— Gentleman  fishing  the  river 
Lyon  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport  • 
16th,  Mr.  Thomas,  Liverpool,  one  salmon,  181b.  17th 
Mr.  A.  Parker,  Liverpool,  one  of  201b. ;  Mr.  Thomas  one' 
181b.  19th,  Mr.  J.  W.  H.  Stewart,  Edinburgh,  one  231b  ! 
Mr.  Thomas,  three,  161b.,  161b.,  181b.— Macphail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  —  On 
12th  inst.  Col  Willson,  C.B.  (Scots  Guards),  Syre  Lodge 
landed  two  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Mr.  Dalziell,  Bettyhill, 
two  oa  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Oates,  Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  4  •' 
and  Major.-Gen.  Lord  Methuen,  Syre  Lodge,  one  on  No.  6! 
On  13th  Lord  Methuen  had  two  on  No.  1,  and  Mr.  Dalziell 
two  on  No  3.  On  14th,  Lord  Methuen  got  one  salmon  on 
No.  2  ;  Col.  Wilson,  two  on  No.  3  ;  Major  Burnell-Milnia 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Oates,  Dalvina  one 
on  No.  6.  On  15th,  Mr.  Oates  had  five  salmon  on  No.  1 
and  Major  Burnell-Milnis  two  on  No.  2.  On  16th,  Col 
Willson  had  one  on  No.  5,  and  Major  Burnell-Milni's  one 
on  No.  3.  On  17th,  Mr.  Earle  Drax,  Bettyhill,  got  two 
salmon  on  No.  1 ;  Mr  Dalziell,  one  on  No.  2  ;  and  Col. 
Wilson,  one  on  No.  6,  making  a  total  of  twenty-nine  salmon 
for  the  week.  During  the  previous  week  twenty-four 
salmon  were  landed,  of  which  aix  were  got  by  Lord 
Methuen,  six  by  Mr.  Dalziell,  five  by  Col.  Willson,  four  by 
Major  Burnett-Milnis,  and  three  by  Mr.  Oates.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— On  some  of  the  mid  and 
upper  reaches  of  the  Dee  sport  has  been  very  keen.  The 
fish  are  now  rising  to  the  fly  freely,  and  the  prospecta  of 
more  settled  weather  are  every  day  improving.    On  the 
Ballater  water  Mr.  Hardy  lias  had  good  sport.    On  the 
Huntly  Arms,  Aboyne,  Mr.  Jameson  had  six  fish,  soaling 
from  61b.  to  121b.  ;  Mr.  Harrison,  two,  of  121b.  and  161b  • 
Mr.  Nelson  eight,  scaling  from  61b.  to  141b. ;  Mr.  White- 
law,  two,  of  71b.  and  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Scott,  five,  weighing 
from  61b.  to  lOJlb. ;  while  Mr.  Leatham  had  three,  of  61b 
71b.,  and  81b.    On  the  Kincardine  section,  Mr.  W.  s! 
Campbell,  on  the  lower  Dess,  1  mded  eleven  fish,  scaling 
from  61b.  to  171b. ;  Mrs.   Pickering,  one,  8Mb. ;  Mr 
Wilkington,  Carlogie,  one,  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Cook  Taylor' 
on  samo  water,  one,  7£lb.    On  the  Borrowstone  section 
Mr.  A.  F.  Basset  had  three,  of  6Jlb.,  71b.,  and  91b.  On 
Ballogie,  Mr.  Chas.  A.  Leslie  had  one  of  141b.-  and 
Charlie  Gill,  eight  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  101b.    On  the 
Woodend  water,  Mr.  John  Mortimer  creeled  eleven  fish 
scaling  from  61b.  to  101b.  ;  while  Mr.  Davis,  on  the  Upper 
Blackball,  landed  eight  fish  selling  from  71b.  to  161b 
There  are  plenty  of  fish  in  these  parts.    On  the  Upper 
Blackball  water  nineteen  fish  have  been  landed  since  the 
first  of  the  month.  On  the  Inchmarloand  Kineskie  section, 
Messrs.  Akroyd,  Simpson,  and  Beauclerk.  who  finished 
their  spring  season  on  the  11th  inst.,  have  landed  eighty- 
four  fish  since  the  opening  of  the  season,  ranging  up  to 
201b  ,  and   seventy  of  which   have  been  got  on  the 
Inchmarlo  water.    Capt.  Gaskel  now  takes  tenancy  of 
these  waters,  and  has  met  with  fair  aucoes8  during  the 
paat  week.    On  the  Crathes  Castle  water  not  much  has 
been  done.    Gen.  Hills  had  two  fish,  and  one  or  two 
other  sportsmen  on  the  Dun-is  Park  and  Coulter  liave  had 
a  fish  or  so,  but  there  are  few  fresh  fish  in  these  parts  at 
present. — G.  M. 

Orohy  (Dalmally  Hotel  Water).— On  jfith,  Dr. 
Bell,  Glasgow,  one  salmon,  151b.  ;   Mr.  Ijove,  London 
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one,  121b. ;  16th,  Mr.  Mundy,  London,  one,  91b. ;  17th, 
Mr.  Love,  London,  one,  71b. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Anglers  from  Sutherland 
Arms  Hotel  have  had  as  follows  since  last  reported  :  On 
7th  inst.,  Mr.  Farrer  landed  a  101b.  salmon  on  Home 
Pool;  and  Mr.  Lake  one  of  221b.  on  Cromarty.  On  8th, 
Mr  Farrer,  a  10-pounder  on  Home.  On  9th,  Mrs. 
Farrer,  one  of  211b.  on  Clarag.  On  10th,  Mr.  Farrer 
had  one  salmon,  71b.,  on  Blackstone  ;  and  Mrs.  Farrer, 
one  of  91b.  on  Home.  On  12th,  Mrs.  Farrer  ^got  a 
9-pounder  on  Home,  and  Mr.  Lake  one  of  71b.  on 
Round  Pool.  On  13th,  Mr.  Lake  got  one  of  81b.  on 
Home  ;  and  on  14th,  Mr.  Farrer,  one  of  61b.  On  15th, 
Mrs.  Farrer  had  a  91b.  salmon  on  Caolag.  On  16th,  Mr. 
Evans  landed  a  9-pounder  on  Home  ;  and  on  17th,  another, 
of  same  weight  on  Blackstone.  On  Monday,  this  week, 
Mr.  Johnstone  landed  a  151b.  salmon  on  Little  Clarag ; 
Miss  Lucy  Evans,  one  of  111b.  on  Home;  Mr.  Evans, 
one  of  101b.  on  Smith ;  and  Mr.  Farrer  a  10-pounder  on 
Blackstone.  On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Evans  landed  a  211b 
salmon  on  Little  Clarag, — B.' 

South  of  Scotland.— The  border  rivers  have  been  in 
pretty  fair  order  this  week,  and  a  number  of  salmon  have 
fallen  to  the  rods  on  the  different  waters.  Last  week  a 
few  sea  trout  were  noticed  running  over  the  weirs,  but 
there  has  been  no  decided  show  of  trout  to  warrant  anglers 
giving  their  sole  attention  to  trout  fishing  alone.  There 
are  still  many  kelt  salmon  in  the  rivers,  notwithstanding 
the  repeated  floods  this  spring,  and  these  have  at  all 
events  caused  sport  of  a  kind.  Trout  are  getting  into 
pretty  fair  order,  and  a  turn  of  more  genial  weather 
would  cause  brown  trout  to  rise  more  freely  to  the 
fly.  In  the  Annan,  the  keeper  at  Mount  Annan 
had  a  brace  of  sea  trout.  In  the  Warmanbie  stream,  Mr. 
W.  Rae  had  a  trout  of  21b.  and  three  kelt  salmon.  In  the 
Castlemilk  water,  a  reverend  gentleman  from  Staffordshire 
had  a  salmon  of  131b.  on  Tuesday.  In  the  lower  reaches 
Mr.  P.  Loudon  had  a  fish  of  81b. ;  and  Mr  D.  C.  Loudon  a 
salmon  of  131b.  The  sport  on  the  Nith  has  been  chiefly 
confined  to  yellow  trout.  In  the  middle  waters  about 
Auldgirth  some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken,  and  in  the 
Cairn  a  number  of  rods  have  done  pretty  well.  Quite  a 
number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  Loch  Doon  during  the 
Easter  holidays,  and  some  fair  baskets  were  taken  with  fly. 
Mr.  Graham,  out  from  the  Eglinton  Hotel,  Dalmellington 
the  other  day,  killed  sixteen  yellow  trout  on  Loch  Loon. 
The  weather  is  cold  at  nights,  and  trout  are  not  rising  after 
sunset. — Heathebbell. 

Spey.— Although  the  weather  of  the  past  week  has 
been  pleasant  for  anglers,  the  river  has  not  been  suitable, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  snow  water  finding  its  way  into  it. 
On  the  Carrow  Lodge  water,  on  Monday,  Mrs.  Grant,  of 
Elchies,  killed  a  salmon  of  741b. ;  while  on  the  Wester 
Elchies  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Geo.  Burnett,  of  Viewfield 
Villa,  killed  two  weighing  6£lb  and  131b.  On  this  day 
week  Mr.  J.  F.  Gumming,  The  Dowans,  landed  one  of 
101b.— J.  M.  .  .  • 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— The  weather  is  very  cold  m  the 
Borderland  at  present,  but  notwithstanding  this  drawback  to 
fly  fishers  some  capital  takes  of  trout  have  been  got  with  this 
lure  during  the  past  week.    On  Wednesday  of  last  week 
we  had  a  6ft.  flood,  and  this  cleared  the  bottoms  of  the 
various  streams,  and  helped  to  make  fly  fishing  better  than 
it  otherwise  would  have  been.    The  salmon  angler,  too, 
has  met  with  success  on  some  waters,  whilst  many  of  the 
salmon  fastnesses  yielded  nothing.    Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  not  a  single  salmon  has  been  killed  on  the  cele- 
brated upper  Floors  Castle  water  since  last  notes,  and  the 
lessees,  tne  Messrs.  Nix,  London,  have  been  trout  fishing 
part  of  each  day  with  fairly  good  results.    On  Floors 
Castle  lower  water,  on  the  12th  inst.,  Lord  Alistair 
Inues  Ker  killed  one  fish  of  18|lb. ;  and  on  the  same  water, 
on  Monday,  killed  four  spring  salmon,  8lb.,  71b.,  71b.,  and 
71b. ;  and  on  one  of  the  lower  waters  a  cleau  fish  of  12Jlb. 
On  the  Makerstoun  fastnesses  on  Tuesday,  this  week,  Lord 
Alistair  had  again  three  fish,  of  14lb. ,  81b. ,  and  81b.  On  the 
Sprouston  water,  three  fish,  I  understand,  have  been  killed 
lately.    On  the  Hendersyde  water  (Sir  R.  Waldie  Griffith's, 
Bart.),  Mr.  James  Kerss,  Sprouston,  had  one  salmon 
On  the  Birgham  andCarham  waters  (the  Earl  of  Home's), 
twenty-seven  fish  have  been  got  during  the  present  month 
by:  Major  Hunter,  two  fish,  of  71b.  and  61b.;  Col.  T. 
Boswall-Preston,  one  of  7Jlb. ;  Col.  Preston,  one,  71b 
Lieut.-Gen.  Sir  Richard  Stewart,  two,  71b.  and  101b. , 
Col.  Boswall-Preston  had  half  a  dozen  fish,  61b.,  71b.,  7|lb., 
741b.,  81b.,  and  121b.;  Sir  Richard  Stewart,  one,  61b.; 
the  same  gentleman,  one,  81b. ;  Col.  Boswall-Preston, 
two,  91b.  and  101b.,  another  day,  one,  91b. ;  Sir  Richard 
Stewart,  two,  541b.  and  741b. ;  the  Earl  of  Romney  killed 
four    fiflh    of   71b.,  81b.,    81b.,  and    131b.,  and  next 
day  one.    131b.;  the  Earl  of  Home  had  one  lish  of 
6Jlb.     Seventeen  clean    fish    were    caught    on  the 
Birgham  and  Carbarn  waters  during  the  month  of  Febn  lary . 
Amongst  those  most  successful  in  getting  baskets  of  trout 
are  the  following:  Mr.  J.  Turner,  London,  81b. ;  Mr.  W. 
Dickson,  London,  71b.,  6lb.  ;  Mr.  Charles  Dunn,  Kelso, 
81b.,  81b.,  aod  91b.    April  14,  Andrew  Middlemas,  341b. 
15th,  George  Wilson,  41b.;  Win.  Shiel,  41b.;  James 
Mabon,  3Jlb. ;  Charles  Farquharson ,  171b.  and  44.1b. ; 
John  Rowley,  341b. ;  E.  G.  Bond,  51b. ;  D.  Robson,  3#lb 
16th.  C.  Farquharson,  441b. ;  John  Rowley,  41b.  17th 
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J.  Cook,  3Jlb. ;  Robt.  Robertson,  41b. ;  James  Mabon, 
3§lb. ;  Wm.  Shiel,  31b. ;  J.  Robertson,  441b. ;  J.  Rowley, 
4|lb. ;  E.  G.  Bond,  91b.  ;  Charles  Farquharson,  101b. ; 
Andrew  Middlemas,  71b.  19th,  A.  Middlemas,  71b. ; 
Robt.  Robertson,  51b. ;  Chas.  Farquharson,  541b.  and 
71b. ;  Tboma3  Stewart,  6lb.  20th,  A.  Middlemas,  41b. ; 
J.  Mabon,  41b. ;  Thomas  Stewart,  61b.  ;  John  Rowley, 
51b.  The  Berwick  Counties  Club  members  held  a  com- 
petition last  Friday,  and  the  following  were  the  winners  : 
J.  Young,  I.  Young,  and  Joseph  Ewart.  On  the 
Wbitadder  the  following  takes  of  trout  have  been 
got  between  Allanton  Bridge  and  Nine  Wells  House, 


in  clear,  low  water,  with  worm  :    Dr.  J.  A 
Stuart,  twenty-seven  trout,  weighing  1241b.,  six  going 
5jlb.    The  above  gentleman  killed  with  worm  and  fly  154 
trout,  or  an  average  of  seventeen  trout  per  day. — 
Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 
Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co    Tyrone).— During  the 
Easter  holidays  the  river  was  rather  high  for  successful 
fly  fishing,  and  angling  was  principally  confined  to  bait 
fishing.   A  few  trout  were  killed  by  local  men  —J.  A.  B. 

Bandon  River  (co.  Cork).— Sport  still  continues 
good,  and  the  water  all  that  an  angler  could  desire.  R. 
St.  John  Beasley,  Dr.  Fitzmaurice,  Mr.  Gillman,  Lord 
Baudiu,  &c.  have  been  most  successful  with  the  salmon. 
The  trout  anglers  on  all  parts  of  the  river,  especially  the 
tideway,  are  doing  well.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Elackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  river 
is  again  in  flood,  heavy  rain  falling  from  Saturday  to 
Tuesday.  On  these  sections  Mr.  John  Mills  killed  a  dozen 
trout  up  to  lib.,  and  other  local  men  had  success. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).— Sport  has  slightly  improved 
since  last  report,  yet  it  has  not  by  any  means  been  good. 
On  Careysvitle,  Kilbarry,  and  Mooollop  fisheries  fair  sport 
has  been  had.  Reports  are  unfavourable  from  the  upper 
waters.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Boyle.— The  river  at  present  is  full  of  fish,  and  English 
gentlemen  coming  for  May  Fly  fishing  (if  at  all  river 
fishers)  have  a  treat  in  store  for  them.  Pike  anglers  are 
doing  well,  the  heaviest  up  to  this  falling  to  Mr.  Wills, 
Rockingham,  who  killed  one  weighing  251b.  Cayetown 
lake  this  year  must  be  very  good,  as  minnow  fishing  has 
been  prohibited  during  the  spring.  In  future  sufficient 
boat  accommodation  is  to  be  had. — G.  Taylor. 

Bundrowes. — Cold  weather,  with  occasional  heavy 
showers  of  rain  and  hail  and  a  strong  south-west  wind, 
has  prevailed  in  this  neighbourhood  since  last  report  .  Mr. 
W.  G.,  on  16th  inst.,  had  a  salmon  of  1241b.  ;  and  Mr. 
W.  L.,  one,  on  17th,  of  8|lb.  A  heavy  run  of  fresh 
salmon  took  place  through  this  river  to  Lake  Melvin 
during  the  past  week.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Caragh  Lake. — Fishing  still  continues  very  good, 
especially  on  upper  waters.  Col.  Kirkwood,  on  the  14th, 
one  salmon,  81b. ;  Mr.  Gabriel,  one  salmon,  91b.  15th, 
Col.  Kirkwood,  one  salmon,  71b.  16th,  Col.  Kirkwood, 
10lb.  18th,  Col.  Kirkwood,  one  salmon,  91b. ;  Professor 
Jupp,  one  salmon,  81b.  19th,  Col.  Kirkwood,  one  peal, 
51b. ;  Mr.  Cole,  one  peal,  1341b.  Trout  fishing  on  the 
lower  waters  is  very  good,  as  fish  are  rising  to  the  fly. 
The  Southern  Hotel  issue  tickets  at  2s.  per  day.— G.  C. 

Corrib  (Galway).— The  river  is  in  bad  order  for 
fishing,  and  only  an  odd  fish  was  killed  in  the  past  ten 
days,  and  trouting  is  also  poor.  The  floods,  however, 
ensure  good  summer  fishing. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne. — Some  nice  trout  were  taken  on  this  river 
during  the  past  week  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Vokins,  Mr.  Blythe, 
and  others  ;  largest,  3 Jib. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lee  (co.  Cork). — Sport  on  all  parts  of  the  river  still 
continues  good.  River  in  excellent  fishing  order.  On  Oak 
Grove,  W.  T.  Crawshay,  841b.  j  Miss  E.  F.  Stansfeld, 
741b. ;  A.  C.  Bouring,  641b.  On  Ashton,  Robt.  Da  vies, 
91b  •  Geo.  Davies,  1041b.  On  Nettleville,  Col.  Broderick, 
71b.,  941b.,  9£lb.,  101b.,  111b. ;  Mr.  Beamish,  111b.,  111b. ; 
J  H.  Douglas,  101b.,  1041b.,  111b.  On  Carhue,  Geo. 
levers,  101b.,  10£lb. ;  H.  EC  Stanley,  91b.;  S.  Haynes, 
91b.,  1041b. ;  Mr.  Leary,  741b.  On  Cronody,  Capt.  Hunt, 
71b.,  81b.,  941b. ;  Frank  Lyons,  91b.,  941b.  j  M.  Lyons,  61b. 
On  Castle  Lynch,  J.  O'Brien,  71b.,  91b.,  91b. ;  S.  Haynes,- 
81b.  941b. ;  J.  Sullivan,  71b.,  841b.  Also  successful : 
Alfred  Allen,  91b.,  1041b.,  1041b. ;  Dr.  Taylor,  71b.,  84.1b. ; 
J  P.  Hawkes,  61b.,  841b. ;  M.  Lyons,  81b. ;  F.  Lyons, 
81b. ;  D.  Stoker,  10lb.,  111b.;  M.  Pope,  131b.  The  free 
fishing  on  the  Sullane  (Macroom)  still  continues  to  afford 
good  sport,  some  good  fish— 81b.  to  131b.— being  killed. 
Trout  fishing  on  all  the  rivers  has  been  excellent.— W 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— 
Salmon  fishing  has  yielded  but  very  poor  sport  on  Lough 
Currane  since  last  report,  owing  to  continued  wild  and 
wet  weather.  Only  six  salmon  have  been  had,  and  all 
were  had  with  the  fly.  No  good  sport  can  be  expected 
here  until  better  weather  sets  in.  Salmon  are  numerous, 
but  the  water  is  too  high,  and  is  very  foul  and  disturbed  at 
present.  On  the  mountain  lakes  the  brown  trout  fishing 
continues  good,  the  fish  rising  well  to  the  fly  on  most  days. 
Brown  trout  angling  has  also  been  pretty  good  on  all  the 
rivers,  which  are  now  all  in  good  ply.  Salmon  continue  to 
come  up  from  the  sea  in  good  numbers  for  this  time  of  the 
year. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin. — A  number  of  salmon,  from  81b.  to 
131b.,  was  captured  by  the  gentlemen  fishing  this  lake  last 
week,  the  most  successful  being  J.  R.  T.  Mulholland,  Esq., 
Mr.  Charles,  Mr.  McCarry,  Mr.  A.  J.  Troupe,  Com- 
mander W.  II.  May,  R.N.,  and  Mr.  B.  Sniythe.  Mr, 
Frank  Broadbent  and  Mr.  Ellis  J.  Hayman,  fishing  from 
one  boat  with  Francis  D.  Rogan,  took  in  four  days  126 
trout,  weighing  651b.  A  number  of  other  anglers  had 
takes  of  trout  from  81b.  to  151b.,  and  the  Rev.  Wm 
Verner  landed  a  Salmo  ferox  weighing  741b.  on  16th 
inst.— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Mague  (co.  Limerick).— Since  the  opening  of  the 
seas  jn  good  sport  is  reported  from  the  Maguc.  Mr.  H.  S. 
Croker  lan.led  three  fine  fish,  121b.,  141b..  161b.  ;  Mr. 
Sellars,  one,  241b. ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  one,  121b. ;  Mr.  Bole 
man,  two,  121b.,  131b.  On  the  9th,  Mr.  Courtney  Croker, 
one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Sellars,  one,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Manning,  one, 
111b. ;  Mr.  Hartigan,  one,  121b.  On  the  10th,  Mr. 
Donovan,  one,  131b.  ;  Mr.  Morrison,  two,  121b,  131b. ;  Mr. 
Meade,  one,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  one,  101b.  On  the 
16th,  Mr.  P.  Molony.  one,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Kelly,  one,  101b. 
On  the  17th,  Mr.  Molony,  one,  121b.  ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  one, 
101b.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  Fay,  two,  121b.  and  161b.  ;  Mr. 
Morrison,  one,  151b.  ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  one,  131b.    On  th« 


19th,  Mr.  Fay,  two,  121b.,  131b.  On  the  20th,  Mr. 
Courtney  Croker,  three,  121b.,  141b.,  151b  ;  Mr.  Kennedy, 
one  111b.  On  the  Caras  waters  the  Messrs.  Brownings 
have  killed  thirty  fish,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Bannatyne  about 
twenty  There  have  also  been  some  fine  baskets  ot  trout 
captured.  The  river  is  at  present  in  good  condition  for 
both  salmon  and  trout  fishing.  __ 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballma).— Weather  very 
much  against  angling.  Mr.  MacCrudy,  on  15th,  one  salmon, 
1241b. ;  and  on  19th,  one  salmon,  111b.  Mr.  H.  Scroope,  on 
16th,  one  salmon,  121b. ;  on  18th,  onesalmon,  111b..  Capt. 
Doren,  on  18th,  one  salmon,  101b. ;  on  20th,  one  salmon, 
1541b  Trout  anglers  on  lough  doing  fairly  well.  Mr. 
John  J.  Cunnah  had  a  trout  81b.,  a  beauty.  Mr.  Brassey 
and  Mr  Fred  Walmsley  had  also  some  good  takes.  The 
lough  is  at  least  fully  four  feet  too  high  for  general 
angling.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).  —  No 
improvement  in  the  fishing.  Water  still  too  high,  and 
weather  wild.  Torrents  of  rain.  We  do  not  expect  any 
change  for  the  better  before  May  1.  Salmon  fishers 
awfully  disappointed,  but'  salmon  fishers  cannot  control 
either  the  elements  or  the  floods.  Prospects  for  May 
good.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has  been 
somewhat  warmer  during  the  past  week,  but  there  is  little 
change  otherwise.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquo- 
dale  killed,  14th,  one  salmon,  171b.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed,  15th,  one  salmon,  101b.  On  Hermitage, 
Mr  W.  C.  Jones  killed,  17th,  one  salmon,  171b.  On  the 
Worldsend,  Mr.  C.  Vansittart  killed,  19th,  one  salmon, 
111b  Messrs.  T.  Enright  and  J.  Coffey  got  thirty-six 
trout,  and  Mr.  John  Enright,  twelve  trout,  on  the 
Mulcaire.— John  Enright  and  Son. 


Jingling  ^teiures 

April  26.  

Anglers'  Association :  Annual  delegate  meeting. 
Cosy  :  Visit. 
April  27. 

Albert  Piscatorials  :  Distribution. 
Hoxton  Brothers :  Smoking  concert. 
Silver  Trout :  Annual  dinner. 
West  Green  :  Smoking  concert. 
April  28. 

Walham  Green :  Supper  and  distribution. 
April  29. 
Caxtonian  Anglers  :  Annual  dinner. 
Foley :  Visit. 

Woolwich  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

I.  — Globe:  A.B.S.  concert. 
3.— Central  Association :  Delegate  meeting. 

3.  — Mitre  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

4.  — Allason  United :  Annual  dinner. 
4— A.B.S.  (Lea  Competition)  :  Prize  distribution. 

4.  — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Visit. 

5.  — North  London :  Annual  dinner. 

6.  — New  Albions  :  Supper. 

10.— Clapham  Junction  :  Annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution. 

10.  — Jolly  Butchers  :  Annual  dinner. 

II.  — Clapham  Strollers  :  Supper. 

11.  — Dalston:  Annual  dinner. 

12.  — Royal  George  :  Annual  supper. 
12. — Walworth  Waltonians :  Annual  dinner. 
16.— Islington  Brothers  :  Outing. 
18.— Battersea  Friendly:  Annual  supper. 
18.— Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Supper. 
18.— Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
20.— Peckham  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

25.  — Highbury  :  Annual  dinner. 

26.  — Dalston  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 


leyoxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs* 
day  Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor, _Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London, 
marked  "Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  The  annual  delegate  inoef. 
ing  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  April  26,  at 
8.30.— R.  GnuRNEY.  _  „.  ... 

Anglers' Association  (Western  District)  Visit 

ing  List.— The  next  visit  (April  29)  will  go  to  the  Foley 
A.S.  Secretaries  will  please  note  that  the  Bramley  A.S. 
has  dissolved,  &c.  8s.  was  found  in  their  A.B.S.  box. 
"  H.  S.,"  please  fix  your  date  as  soon  as  possible  and  send 
it  to  the  Fishing  Gazette— J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  —Tenth  Lea  Com- 
petition— Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge, 
with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums  :  Lincoln, 
6s  ;  Anchor  and  Hipc,  £1  ;  Queen's  Piscatorials,  Is.  ; 
Wellington,  3s.  ;  Cobden,  9s.;  Blackfnars,  8s.;  Small 
Arms  2s.  j  North  London,  7s.  ;  Amicable  Waltonians, 
13s.  ;  Olive  Branoh,  6s.;  Friendship,  4s.  ;  Central  Fins- 
bury  3s  •  Edmonton  and  Tottenham,  £1  3s.  In  the  list 
of  winners  published,  W.  Yewall,  Amicable  Brothers, 
should  readW.  Yeowell,  Albion  Brothers.— S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
We  have  agreed  to  accept  Mr.  Wilson's  tender  for  the 
catering  of  our  annual  dinner,  and  accept  Messrs.  Webb 
and  Stodart  and  Co.'s  tender  to  supply  the  scales.  Will 


296 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[April  24,  1897 


donors  of  prizes  please  let  me  have  same  on  or  before  28th 
inst.,  and  will  absent  members  note  date  of  dinner,  and 
also  clear  the  books  ?  Dinner  on  table  at  eight  o'clock 
punctually.  Ben  reported  going  on  Monday  last  sea 
fishing  at  Newhaven.  Result  :  Eighty  fish,  via.,  pollack, 
whiting,  and  codling.  I  wish  our  finny  tribe  would  take 
it  en  as  quick  in  our  fresh  water.  I  have  to  tender  the 
above's  heartiest  thanks  to  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  in 
attending  and  addressing  us  on  the  unity  and  amalga- 
mation question  on  21st  inst.,  and  when  it  was  put  to  the 
meeting  every  sensible  member  voted  in  favour  of  it. — 
Ben  Abrahams. 

r  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E. — At  our  meeting 
on  April  21  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  at  the 
Holborn  Restaurant  in  May.  Mr.  A.  Hollis  was  elected  a 
working  member  of  this  society.  It  was  also  decided  to 
hold  a  series  of  week-day  matches  during  the  forthcoming 
season.  The  bxlance-sheet  for  previous  half-year  was 
audited  and  passed,  and  the  following  members  elected  on 
committee  :  Messrs.  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  J.  Jones,  J.  Grant, 
D.  Davis,  W.  Fowler,  P.  Gardner,  and  T.  Ojller.— P.  W. 
Martin. 

Batteraea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  St.  Philip-street,  Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— 
At  an  adjourned  special  meeting  on  April  20  it  was 
res  lived  that  our  annual  supper  should  take  place  at  the 
above  address  on  May  18,  at  which  it  is  hoped  all  members 
will  attend.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  on  28th 
inst.  to  elect  stewards,  &c.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if 
donors  of  prizes  will  kindly  send  them  in  as  early  as 
possible. — A.  T. 

Blooxnsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — A  special  general 
meeting  was  held  on  April  14,  when  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  J.  Young  on  his  retirement 
from  the  post  of  scalesman,  which  he  has  ably  filled  for 
many  years.  Mr.  D.  Rich  was  elected  as  his  successor. 
April  28  will  be  the  final  limit,  when  the  books  will  be 
closed  without  fail. — T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street.  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — On  the 
19th  Mr.  Ward  had  a  nice  trout.  Shall  be  pleased  if 
members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  will 
kindly  let  me  have  same  as  soon  as  possible,  and  oblige. — 
J.  H. 

Central  Visiting  List.— The  next  return  visit  on 
this  list  will  be  to  the  Cosy  A.S.,  held  at  the  Plough, 
Rochester-row,  Westminster,  on  Monday  next,  26th  inst. 
Anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited. — W. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— 
Our  general  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday,  April  29, 
when  I  hope  all  members  will  clear  the  books.  Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Monday, 
May  10.   Tickets  2s.  6d.  each.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting 
List.— At  the  quarterly  meeting  of  the  delegates  it  was 
arranged  that  the  competition  take  place  at  Amberley,  on 
July  4,  from  the  Park  Gate  to  Timberley  Bridge,  for  a 
series  of  money  prizes,  which  will  be  paid  over  to  the 
winners  immediately  after  the  weighing-in  at  the  Houghton 
Bridge  Inn. — P.  Castell. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester- 
row,  Westminster.— Our  first  visit  on  the  Central  Visiting 
List  will  be  on  April  26,  when  I  hope  we  shall  be  warmly 
supported.  Any  of  the  clubs  who  have  not  had  notice  to 
this  effect  will  they  kindly  accept  this  as  an  invitation. 
At  our  last  meeting  we  elected  Messrs.  H.  Sheetry  and 
M.  Vetters  auditors,  and  Mr.  A.  Anton  secretary,  in  place 
of  Mr.  Chappell,  resigned. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  13  members  attended 
in  force  the  adjourned  general  meeting.  The  balance- 
sheet  for  the  past  quarter  was  accepted,  with  a  vote  of 
thanks;  auditors,  Messrs.  W.  -Thompson  and  E.  D. 
Mincher.  Members  are  requested  to  clear  the  books 
to  make  themselves  eligible  for  the  dinner. — S.  Malby. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  The  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  Marylebone. — Our  return  visit  will 
take  place  on  Thursday,  April  29.  I  hope  societios  will 
give  us  a  bumper  on  this  occasion. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin -road,  Forest  Gate.— The  annual  general  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next,  when  the  officers  for  the 


ensuing  year  will  be  elected.  The  distribution  of  prizes  is 
fixed  for  May  19. — J.  A.  Oliver. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N.— A  concert  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  be  held  at 
the  above  house  on  Saturday,  May  1,  when  all  anglers  and 
friends  will  be  cordially  welcomed.  Chair  taken  at 
8  o'clock. — W.  Lawrence. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — Will  members  attend 
club  meeting  for  urgent  business,  also  to  arrange  for 
supper  ? — C.  Smith. 

Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Spread- 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch. — The  next  smoking 
concert  will  be  held  on  Tuesday  evening,  April  27,  when 
the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  E.  Lawrence  (Hearts  of  Oak), 
faced  by  F.  Honour  (Camden)  in  the  vice-chair;  chair 
taken  at  8.30. — Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — On  Tuesday  last  (Mr. 
Cuthbert  in  the  chair)  it  was  settled  to  have  our  annual 
outing  on  May  16,  so  members  please  attend  on  Tuesday 
next  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  society;  roll  called  at 
10  o'clock.  The  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  in  May, 
after  the  outing. — J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road. — Quarterly  night 
occurs  on  Wednesday,  May  6,  and,  it  being  the  end  of  our 
financial  year,  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  all  members 
will  clear  the  books  on  or  before  that  date,  to  enable  the 
secretary  to  produce  the  annual  statement  as  soon  as 
possible. — H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut-tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
May  10.  Committee  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday 
next,  April  26,  at  8.30  sharp.  We  elected  a  member  on 
Wednesday  last  (Mr.  F.  Cottington).— G.  Edwards. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeiey 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush. — A  special  committee  meeting  is 
called  for  Wednesday  next,  April  28,  when  it  is  to  be 
hoped  members  will  make  an  effort  to  be  present,  as  busi- 
ness of  a  very  important  nature  as  regards  the  future  of 
the  society  will  be  finally  settled,  prior  to  being  placed 
before  the  general  meeting.  Shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
outstanding  prizes. — A.  B.  M. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool. — 
In  spite  of  unfavourable  weather  several  members  fished 
the  water  at  Pen-y-cae,  and  had  more  or  less  sport  with 
fly  and  worm,  one  of  them  taking  fifteen  trout  with  the 
fly,  and  there  were  some  fairly  good  fish  creeled.  The 
fishing  Llanymynech  way,  in  the  Tanat  and  Vyrnwy,  was 
not  very  good,  the  rivers  being  bank  full  and  thick,  and  of 
no  use  for  the  fly.  A  fine  perch,  2£lb.,  was  caught  by  a 
visitor  from  Leicester.  On  Easter  Monday  the  climatic 
conditions  had  considerably  improved,  but  the  worm  was 
still  the  only  serviceable  bait.  Messrs.  Jeffreys  and  Hunt 
had  fair  takes  of  trout  and  grayling — by  the  way,  grayling 
taken  from  the  Tanat  are  allowed  to  be  retained  during 
close  season,  to  keep  them  in  check — and  Mr.  Johnson,  a 
local  expert,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  the  water,  had  a 
very  good  show  of  fish. — R.  Woolfall. 

Feckham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  East  Surrey  Grove,  Peckham,  S.E. — A  special 
general  meeting  is  called  for  the  28th  inst.,  when  I  hope 
to  see  all  members  present.  Our  nineteenth  annual  dinner 
takes  place  at  the  above  house  on  May  11.  Mr.  G.  H. 
Shepherd,  of  Bermondsey,  has  consented  to  take  the 
chair. — Etherington. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Panoras- 
road,  N.W. — Annual  special  general  meeting  on  April  27. 
All  members  to  be  present. — R.  C. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — At  our  quarterly  meeting  the 
following  were  elected:  C.  H.  Steer,  sec;  G.  Keene, 
treasurer;  J.  Taylor,  clerk  of  scales;  H.  Boorer,  sub- 
sec;  C.  Shepherd,  chairman;  and  Messrs.  Harding  and 
Keene,  delegates.  Our  supper  and  distribution  will  take 
place  on  May  18.  Will  members  kindly  attend  a  general 
meeting  on  the  27th,  at  9  p.m.,  for  important  business  ? — 
C.  H.  Steer. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — At  our  last  meeting  we 
were  very  badly  attended,  but  managed  to  get  through  the 
business.    Will  members  that  won  prizes  in  our  last  com- 


petition please  attend  next  meeting  night  so  as  to  select 
their  prize  ?  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prize* 
takes  place  on  May  12.  Tickets  to  be  had  of  Mr.  Gibbons 
and  our  host,  Mr.  Gallaway. — Reporter. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun. 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.  —  A  special 
meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next  to  decide  when 
and  where  we  shall  have  our  annual  dinner  and  prize 
distribution. — W.  Anstey. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head. 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — Our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant,  on  Tuesday  next,  April  27,  at  7.46,  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  (Old  Izaak)  in  the  chair,  when  we  hope  to  see  a 
good  muster  of  members  and  friends. — Pelican. 

Stepney  Angling  Society,  Bee  Hive,  46,  Rhodeswell- 
road,  Stepney. — Secretary  wishes  all  members  to  attend 
on  Friday,  April  30,  as  we  have  very  important  business  to 
transact.  Please  attend  early,  8.30  sharp.— W.  Woodford. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  At  meeting  of 
April  20  we  had  a  grand  muster  of  members.  The 
retiring  officers'  presentation  will  take  place  on  supper 
night,  and  other  business  gone  through.  Mr.  J.  Harwood 
explained  the  advantages  of  amalgamation  of  all  societies, 
&c.  Several  members  will  be  present  at  the  delegate 
meeting.  During  the  evening  more  new  members  were 
introduced :  Messrs.  J.  Maynard,  Clark,  Bridges,  and  G. 
Dunn. — E.  Jennings. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — On  the  13th  we  had  a  good  meeting  ;  two 
auditors  were  appointed  (Messrs.  Brookman  and  Kirk- 
wich).  The  Waggoners  are  in  very  flourishing  circum- 
stances.  All  prizes  must  be  in  by  Tuesday,  May  4,  a  very 
important  meeting  night,  when  every  member  is  requested 
to  be  present. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road,  Chelsea,  S.W.— We  had  a  well 
attended  meeting  on  Wednesday,  and  got  through  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  business.  Postcard  was  read  from 
"Cosy"  re  Central  visit,  several  members  promising  to 
attend.  Members  are  requested  to  fast  next  week,  to  be 
fit  for  our  dinner  on  Wednesday  next. — C.  Wake. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham. — A  smoking  concert  will 
be  held  at  the  above  hotel,  on  April  27,  at  8.30  p.m. 
Mr.  F.  H.  Sparling  will  preside.  All  brothers  of  the  N. 
and  N.E.  clubs  are  invited  to  pay  us  a  visit.  Special  artists 
are  engaged.— J.  A.  Griffin. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.  —  Mr.  H. 
Bright  showed  a  nice  If  lb.  trout  at  Monday's  meeting, 
also  taking  two  smaller  fish  ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Rolt  one  trout, 
and  on  Saturday  a  pike  while  ledgering  for  carp  with 
paste  on  a  triangle.  Mr.  F.  Rolt  took  a  pike  weighing 
3flb.  with  gentles  on  a  No.  11  hook.  The  first  annual 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Alexandra  Hotel  on  Monday 
next  at  eight  o'clock.  All  interested  are  invited  to  attend. 
Five  special  prizes  have  already  been  offered  for  competi- 
tion in  the  coming  season. — H.  Bright. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway 
Tavern,  Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — Prizes  will  be  paid 
out  on  Saturday,  April  24,  from  5  p.m.  to  7  p.m.,  and  any 
ooming  later  will  find  empty  swims.  Also  do  not  forget  to 
came  up  to  time  on  the  29th  inst.  so  as  to  get  under  weigh 
with  the  dinner  sharp  at  7.30  p.m. — P.  Smith. 


THE  WORLD'S  RECORD  LONG  DISTANCE 
CAST. 

The  appended  information  regarding  Mr.  Walter 
Damon  Mansfield — the  president  of  the  San  Francisco 
Fly-Casting  Club — and  the  wonderful  long  distance  record 
he  made  at  Stow  Lake,  Golden  Gate  Park,  on  March  14, 
is  clipped  from  the  current  number  of  our  San  Franoisco 
contemporary,  Field  Sports. 

"  Mr.  Mansfield  is  an  attorney  by  occupation,  and  an 
expert  angler  by  natural  selection.  In  stature  he  stands 
but  SJft.,  and  weighs  1701b.,  and  is  thirty-six  years  of  age. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that  he  is  of  athletic  build, 
but  there  is  a  muscular  force  of  great  elasticity  in  his 
make  up,  and  this,  from  his  very  toes  to  his  wrist,  is 
utilised  to  a  wonderful  extent  in  making  his  marvellous 
casts,  not  only  in  distance,  but  in  accuracy  and  delicacy 
also. 


FREEMANS'  "KINGFISHER11  BAIT, 

THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ROACH-PASTE  KNOWN  TO  ANGLERS. 
Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  Hundreds  of  Testimonials. 

In  Id.  and  2d.  Packets,  6d.  and  Is.  Tins.    By  Post  9d.  and  Is.  4d. 

FREEMANS1  RHODIAN  OIL, 

For  Flavouring  Bread  and  other  Pastes. 

In  Bottles  Id.,  3d.,  0d.,  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  6s.,  lOs.   Posted  3d.  extra  any  size 

FREEMANS'  GROUND  BAIT, 

The  perfection  of  a  good  ground  bait.   In  6d.  and  Is.  tins.    By  post,  9d.  and  Is.  14.    1  cwt.,  24b  • 
i  cwt.,  12s.  6<L  ;  i  cwt.,  7a.  6d. ;  141b.,  4s.  6d.    Carriage  paid  to  any  station. 

FREEMANS'  "RUBICERE," 

A  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines.   In  Id.,  3d.,  and  6d.  Cakes.    By  post,  2d.,  extra. 
ASK  YOUR  TACKLE   DEALER  FOR  ANY  OF  THE  ABOVE. 
_None  genuine  unless  bearing  our  Registered  Trade  Mark,  the  signature,  "  Wii.  Frkkman" 
Refuse  all  substitutes  offered  (on  which,  you  maybe  sure,  the  Eetailer  offering  them  gets  more 
profit.)         1IST  0P  TROUT  AND  GOLDFISH  FOODS  ON  APPLICATION. 

Sole  Manufacturers: 

FREEMANS'    chemists  and  fi6h  food  makers, 
riM-tmniMo  ,  C(TY  road,  Birmingham. 
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"  His  method  of  casting  is  what  might  be  termed  a 
free-arm  movement,  aided  by  the  muscular  spring  of  body, 
legs,  and  feet.    Throwing  the  body  well  back  and  the  arm 
;  at  an  angle  of  not  more  than  forty  degrees  from  the 
,  horizontal  in  the  baok  cast,  he  brings  the  arm  and  body 
'■■  well  forward,  until  the  arm  is  nearly  horizontal  and  the 
I  upper  part  of  the  body  almost  so  in  his  forward  cast ;  the 
line  gradually  unfolding  until  at  last  the  fly  slowly  flutters 
down  at  the  end  of  a  straight  line  like  a  falling  snowflake, 
just  in  time  to  recover  before  much  more  than  the  leader 
touches  the  water.  •  „ 

"  The  tackle  used  in  his  wonderful  performance  on 
Maroh  14  was  originally  an  lift.  9ioz.  Leonard  rod. 
Eecently  this  rod  had  been  broken  ]ust  below  the  ferrule 
of  the  second  joint,  and  in  repairing  it  it  was  shortened  to 
10ft  8in  A  repair  also  made  at  the  handle  increased  its 
weight  to  lOoz.  The  line  used  was  a  double  taper  D 
line,  with  a  9ft.  taper  leader  and  a  No.  10  fly.  The 
weather  conditions  could  not  have  added  to  the  chances  ot 
making  great  casts.  The  day  was  cloudy  and  somewhat 
hazy  with  a  moderate  wind  veering  with  uncertain  gusts. 
Nor  was  the  cast  by  any  means  a  chance  one.  Ot  the 
casts  after  time  was  called  more  than  a  dozen  were  over 
100ft  After  making  the  record  of  108|f t. ,  four  more  were 
made  as  follows:  102ft..  104ft.,  105ft.,  and  108m. 

"  Mr  Mansfield  has  been  a  fly  caster  all  his  lite— never 
I  using  under  any  circumstances  either  bait  or  spoon— but 
at  the  inauguration  of  fly  casting  tournaments  on  the 
coast  he  was  little,  if  any,  better  in  a  longdistance 
contest  than  many  other  members  of  the  club,  his  longest 
casts  only  reaching  from  70ft.  to  77ft.  He  at  once  became 
much  interested  in  the  sport,  and  has  studied  the  art  from 
all  its  bearings,  listening  to  the  advice  of  others,  and 
trying  all  methods,  until  from  them  all  he  has  evolved  a 
.  method  of  his  own,  which,  whether  the  best  or  not,  has 
enabled  him  to  place  in  the  most  delicate  manner  possible 
the  frail  little  fly  at  distances  never  before  reached  by  any 
other— a  mark  for  many  to  reach  for,  and  but  few,  it  any, 
ever  to  surpass.  .      .  , 

"  The  New  York  Fly-Castmg  Club  has  been  in  existence 
«ince  1882.  and  has  developed  Mr.  Leonard  with  his  best 
cast  of  102£ft.  The  Chicago  Fly-Casting  Club  has  been  m 
existence  about  five  years,  and  the  greatest  distance  ever 
made  by  any  of  its  members  is  101ft  The  San  Francisco 
Fly-Casting  Club  is  but  one  year  old,  and  it  has  developed 
Mr  H.  C.  Golcher  with  a  record  of  108ft.,  and  now  Mr 
W  D  Mansfield  with  the  marvellous  distance  ot  I0»4tt 
This  'is  all  single-handed  casting,  and  must  not  •  be 
confounded  with  heavy  tackle  and  double-handed  rods. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  Mr.  R.  C.  Leonard  has 
made  an  indoor  reco-d  of  106ft  and  Mr  T.  B.  Mills,  of 
New  York  made  a  phenomenal  cast  of  llOtt.  9m.,  but  ins 
flv  had  been  whipped  off,  and  under  the  rules  the  distance 
was  not  allowed.  These  two  casts  were  made  at  the 
Sportsman's  Exposition  in  New  York.  Also  we  call  the 
attention  of  Field  Sports  to  the  fact  that  the  San  Francisco 
Fly-Casting  Club  was  organised  in  1894,  the  year  after  the 
Ooen-to-all  Tournament  given  by  the  Chicago  *ly-Cast- 
ing  Club  at  the  Columbian  Exposition.  Therefore,  while 
it  is  true  that  the  first-named  club  was  reanimated  and 
reorganised  about  one  year  ago,  the  statement  that  it  is 
but  one  year  old  is  not  strictly  accurate,  as  the  club  is 
about  four  years  old,  and  is  calculated  to  mislead  readers 
who  are  not  posted  in  the  history  of  angling  matters  in 
America.— American  Field. 


HELP  FOR  THE  KINGSTON  HOSPITAL 
FUND. 

The  members  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society 
recently  organised  a  Bohemian  concert— in  other  words  a 
superior  "  smoker  "—with  the  object  of  increasing  the 
fund  for  providing  Kingston  with  a  hospital  to  com- 
memorate our  Queen's  long  reign.  It  was  held  at  the 
Sun  Hotel,  the  headquarters  of  the  society,  and  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  (Councillor  Homersham)  presided. 
There  was  a  company  sufficiently  large  for  the  room,  and 
several  ladies  were  present  during  part  ot  the  evening. 
The  mayor  opened  the  proceedings  by  remarking  upon  the 
treasure  it  gave  him  to  be  there  ;  and  then  the  programme 
was  started.  It  comprised  twenty-eight  items,  and  owing 
to  its  length  there  was  no  time  for  encores. 

Opportunity  was  taken  of  this  gathering  to  hand  to  Mr. 
Amphlett  an  illuminated  address,  which  was  not  ready  to 
give  to  him  at  the  society's  annual  dinner,  when  he  was 
presented  with  a  writing  table. 

The  Chairman  said  he  certainly  took  a  great  interest  m 
the  Kingston  hospital  scheme,  as  the  local  commemoration 
of  the  Queen's  long  reign.  A  hospital  was  greatly  needed  in 
Kingston,  and  at  the  present  time  the  subscriptions,  either 
raid  or  promised,  amounted  to  something  like  £2100, 
which  was  a  very  satisfactory  result,  considering 
that  the  scheme  had  only  been  started  about  a  month. 
Through  the  munificence  of  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Charles 
Nutball  who  subscribed  £500  towards  the  scheme,  a 
grand  start  had  been  made,  and  if  the  gentleman  who 
offered  to  give  the  same  as  Mr.  Nutball  came 
foYwIrd  the  amount  would  be  £2600.  When  the 
collectors  got  to  work  with  a  house  to  house  call,  they 
honed  to  bring  the  funds  up  to  something  like  £o000,  which 
would  be  sufficient  to  start  a  hospital.  Most  important 
after  that,  however,  was  to  maintain  the  hospital,  which 
would  cost  something  like  £500  to  £800  a  year,  and  with 
this  object  he  was  anxious  to  secure  annual  subscriptions 
There  was  only  one  rock  ahead,  as  far  as  he  could  see  and 
that  was  the  site;  but,  of  course,  in  that  they  could  not 
please  all,  although  they  would  do  the  best  they  could 
to  do  even  that.  ,  .  rr. 

Mr  Amphlett  said  that  he  could  pledge  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society  to  give  a  concert  each  year  to  help 
maintain  the  hospital. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

Mrs  Richardson  then  went  round  to  colleot  for  the 
hospital,  and  the  Mayor  announced  later  on  that  £5  13s.  2d. 
was  the  result,  for  which  he  thanked  the  collector  and  the 
company.  The  Chairman  also  announced  that  Mr.  Gordon 
had  promised  an  annual  subscription  of  two  guineas,  and  a 
donation  of  £5  5s.  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richardson  and  Mr. 
Littlewood  had  each  promised  a  guinea  ;  and  Mr.  h  .  bands 
had  promised  £5.  The  chairman  added,  that  when  his  old 
friends  rallied  round  him  like  they  had  done  that  evening, 
he  felt  more  assured  than  ever  of  the  success  of  the 

SC  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Gordon, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Richardson,  to  the  mayor  for  pre- 
siding ;  and  after  the  mayor  had  left,  Mr.  Gordon  occupied 

the  chair.  _     *     ,  .  , 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  Gordon  has  magnanimously 
offered  the  sum  of  £500  towards  this  deserving  charity. 


THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 

Stormy  Meeting  at  the  Sessions  House. 
A  crowded  meeting  was  held  at  the  Sessions  House 
Hotel,  Clerkenwell-road,  on  Thursday,  April  22  (nearly 
300  anglers  being  present),  to  discuss  the  question  of  the 
unification  of  the  London  Angling  Associations.  Mr. 
George  Chambers,  J.P. ,  was  voted  to  the  chair.  Mr.  is. 
Shrubsole  opened  with  a  brief  speech  and  moved,  amid 
many  and  violent  interruptions,  the  following  resolution  : 
"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  it  is  desirable  that 
the  interests  of  London  anglers  be  protected  and  directed 
by  only  one  association."  He  argued  that  by  having  only 
one  association  anglers  would  benefit  in  various  ways. 

After  the  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Shrubsole  had  been 
seconded  by  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  Carter  moved  an  amend- 
ment, seconded  by  Mr.  Crumplen,  to  the  effect,  That  in 
the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  was  desirable  that  the 
interests  of  London  anglers  be  protected  and  directed  by 
two  associations,"  this  being  a  direct  negation  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Shrubsole  This  amendment, 
however  Mr.  Carter  withdrew  in  favour  of  Mr  W.  J. 
Wade,  secretary  of  the  Central  Association,  who  pro- 
posed the  following  resolution,  seconded  by  Mr  1. 
Elsmore  •  "  That  this  meeting  condemns  the  attempt  to 
create  strife  amongst  the  anglers  of  London  by  amalga- 
mation proposals  mide  by  persons  m  whose  theories  it  has 
no  confidence,  believing  any  change  would  jeopardise 
railway  privileges,  and  be  of  no  benefit  to  anglers.  It 
further  decides  to  ignore  any  plebiscite  promoted  by 

1UM7d,ElsSrnore  asked  Mr.  Wade  if  it  were  true  that  he 
had  been  offered  a  good  berth  by  a  member  of  the  council 
for  amalgamation  in  the  event  of  the  scheme  being 
adopted.  Mr.  Wade  replied  that  it  was.  Loud  cheers 
and  wies  of  "  Name,"  to  which  Mr.  Wade  replied  that  it 
was  a  private,  in  fact,  a  secret  matter,  and  he  could  not 
give  the  name.  Mr.  Murphy  then  addressed  the  meeting, 
and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Wade,  Mr.  Crumplen,  and  Mr. 
C  Watling  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  next  had  the  attention 
of  those  present,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Manning,  who 
spoke  briefly  in  favour  of  amalgamation. 

Dr  Patterson  then,  in  response  to  a  question  put  by 
Mr  Greg,  stated  that  at  any  future  meetings  voting  would 
only  be  allowed  on  the  production  of  privilege  tickets. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wade  a  division  was  taken,  to 
get  the  sense  of  the  meeting  on  the  resolution  and  amend- 
ment placed  before  them,  and  Dr.  Patterson  and  Mr 
Elsmore,  being  appointed  scrutineers  declared  the  result 
to  be  181  votes  against  amalgamation  to  83  in  favour  ot  it. 

After  this  result  had  been  made  known,  Mr.  Watling 
moved  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  he  had  filled  that  position. 
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EPSOM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  members  of  the  Epsom  Angling  Society  dined 
together  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  14th  inst.,  at  the 
Wellington  Hotel,  Epsom.    In  the  absence  ot  the  presi- 
dent, Mr.  F.  Coles,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill  occupied  the  chair. 
The  loyal  toasts  having  been  duly   honoured    Mr.  1. 
Crumplen  proposed  "  The  Epsom  Angling  Society.  He 
had  some  sort  of  association  with  Epsom,  as  he  had  caught 
fish  forty-five  years  ago  in  the  ponds  on  Epsom  Common. 
The  Epsom  A.S.  had  claims  to  the  regard  and  respect  ot 
all  anglers  ;  they  had  not  only  good  meetings,  but  they 
went  into  the  sport  in  its  truest  sense,  by  having  discussions 
and  angling  papers  read  to  them,  and  while  that  was 
the    cas3,  and  they  adhered  to  angling   and  not  to 
wrangling,  the  society  would  go  on  and  prosper.    He  was 
glad  to  know  they  were  prospering,  that  their  members 
were  increasing,  and  that  they  did  not  encourage  pot- 
hunting.    The  toast  was  drunk,  with  musical  honours,  and 
in  response,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill  said  the  society  was  m  a 
very  flourishing  condition.    During  the  past  year  they  had 
made  several  more  vice-presidents,  and  some  changes  had 
been  made  in  the  rules,  which,  he  thought,  would  greatly 
benefit  the  members.    In  particular  he  referred  to  the  rule 
which  allowed  members,  when  fishing  at  some  distance  from 
Epsom,  to  get  a  certificate  as  to  the  weight  of  any  fish,instead 
of  forwarding  it  to  the  clubhouse  to  be  weighed-m  the  same 
day     The  toast  of  "The  President"  having  been  drunk 
with  musical  honours,  Mr.  J.  A.  Bucknill  distributed  the 
prizes,  Mr.  J.  Jeffrey  being  the  principal  winner.  Other 
toasts  were  "The  Prize  Givers"  (proposed  by  Mr.  J. 
Jeffrey  and  responded  to  by  Mr.  E.  B.  Jay,  C.C.),  ine 
Vice-Presidents,"  "The  Visitors,"  "The  Press  and 
"The  Host  and  Hostess."    It  only  remains  to  add  that 
Mr    W.  Dix  served  an  excellent  dinner,  and  that  a  very 
pleasant  evening  was  spent.    Mr.  Frank  Hook   Mr.  A. 
Spearpoint,  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Withington  contributed  some 
excellent  songs. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  members  of  this 
association  was  held  at  the  Devonshire  Hotel,  on  Saturday 
evening,  when  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr  Hodson,  of 
Derbyf  There  were  present  the  Rev.  Egbert  Hacking 
Messrs.  H.  Middleditch,  H.  Cooper,  W  Skinner  A.  E, 
Falding,  Rose,  D.  P.  Pearson,  Cooper  (Cromford),F.  C. 
Lvmn  H.  Buxton,  G.  J.  Rowland,  S.  Robinson,  A.  Clark, 
J  Henstock,  &c.  The  first  business  was  the  accounts 
and  the  secretary  produced  the  balance-sheet,  which 
showed  on  the  revenue  account  a  balance  against  the 
association  of  35s. ,  which  is  £7  10s. .  better  than  it 
was  last  year.  After  a  little  discussion  the  accounts 
were  adopted.  The  secretary  reported  the  sale  of  400 
fish  which  had  realised  £20,  and  this  money  has  been 
emended  in  paying  interest  on  the  account  for  the  new 
S,  and L  inP  reducing  £15  of  the  capital  account.  The 
fish  reported  in  the  association's  tanks  at  the  hatchery  were 
as  follows  i  1550  one-year-old  trout,  worth  £30 ;  1200  two- 
year-old  trout,  £60;  200  three-year-old,  £30  ;  £10  worth 
of  stock  fish,  and  the  whole  of  this  year  s  fry  estimated  at 
40  000,  worth  £40,  making  the  assets  total  £170.  Mr. 
Clark,  in  pursuance  of  notice  he  had  given,  brought  forward 
a  resolution  for  the  alteration  of  Rule  3,  that  the 
offices  of  treasurer  and  secretary ;  should  be  combined. 
This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Middleditch.  The  proposal  was 
opposed  by  the  Rev.  E.  Hacking.  Mr  Buxton,  and  Mr 
F  C  Lymn,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  discussion  the 
resolution  was  put  to  the  vote  and  carried  by  nine  to 
three.  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  J.P.,  C.C.,  was  re-elected 
president  for  the  ensuing  year;  ^r  A.  S  Marsden- 
Smedley,  vice-president  ;  Mr.  Hodson,  chairman  of 
committee;  Mr.  Henry  Cooper,  secretary ;  and  the  same 
committee,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  J.  Clay  vice  Mr. 
W  H.Moore,  and  Mr.  J.  Newton  (Cromtord)  wee  the 
Rev.  E.  Hacking.  Votes  of  thanks  concluded  the  meeting 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Ancholme  District.— A  local  gentleman,  who  stall 
be  nameless,  had  the  great  pleasure  of  catching  eight 
trout  on  Thureday  last,  in  a  small  local  brook,  which 
weighed  71b.  lOoz.  Two  were  just  over  21b.  each,  and 
uniform  in  size.  Oce  weighed  lib.  They  were  most 
gamesome,  and  in  perfect  condition.  Monday  was  an 
ideal  day  for  fishing,  and  four  visitors  (London  merchants) 
caught  a  total  of  forty  fish  in  another  small  water.  These 
weighed  12§lb.  Two  of  them  took  another  twelve  to-day.. 
—Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Strule  and  Mourne  (Newtownstewart).— Fishing 
on  those  rivers  was  not  what  could  have  been  desired  owing 
to  the  wet  cold  weather,  but  a  few  of  the  members  of  the 
N  F  Ulster  Angling  Club,  staying  at  Moore  s  Hotel,  had 
fair  sport.  Mr.  McHenry  managed  to  top  the  list  each 
day,  but  nice  bags  were  also  made  by  Mr.  Hamill  {Evening 
Telegraph),  Mr.  Rogers,  Mr.  Moran  Mr.  Vyse,  Mr. 
Robinson,  &c.  The  river  is  cleared  and  the  weather  is 
looking  settled,  and  prospects  for  the  next  few  weeks  are 
looking  bright;  fish  are  plentiful  and  in  good  condition.— 
J  J  Moore 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Those  anglers 
who  have  visited  Derbyshire  this  year  for  their  Easter 
holidays  have  been  much  disappointed,  especially  the  fly- 
fishermen.  The  rain  that  fell  last  Friday  and  Saturday 
caused  the  above  rivers  to  be  much  s  wollen  and  discoloured, 
consequently  bottom  fishing  had  to  be  resorted  to  on  such 
portions  of  the  Derwent  where  it  is  allowed.  Mr.  Lowe 
obtained  a  brace  of  very  nice  trout,  one  of  these  a  Loch 
Leven,  in  splendid  condition,  lib.  in  weight,  from  the 
Midland  Hotel  Garden,  Matlock  Bath.  Mr.  Lawton  jun., 
also  landed  a  brace  of  good  fish  near  Masson  Mill.  If  no 
more  rain  falls  both  rivers  will  be  in  first-class  condition 
for  fly  fishing  by  the  time  this  appears  in  print.  1  he  flies 
I  mentioned  last  week  will  be  useful  when  the  fish  are 
inclined  to  rise.— Dotterel. 

CLUBS. 

Albert  Piscatorials,  Perseverance,  Vassall-road, 
Brixton  —We  had  a  good  a'.tendance  at  our  last  meeting, 
Mr  Barnes  in  the  chair,  and  important  business  was 
discussed.  The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
next  Thursday  evening,  when  I  hope  all  members  will 
endeavour  to  attend— G.  Cooper. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E.— Will  members  kindly  attend  next 
Wednesday,  and  help  to  arrange  our  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes.  Members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes, 
will  they  kindly  settle  up  at  once.— J .  Foster. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne- 
road— Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on 
Wednesday  next,  for  revision  of  rules,  &c.— A.  Ide. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.-On  April  21  the  annual  meeting  of  mem- 
bers took  place,  when  the  balance-sheet  was  submitted 
and  passed  after  the  auditors  had  given  their  report 
thereon,  the  same  still  showing  a  good  balance  in  hand. 
The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  May  5  when  anglers  and  friends  are  invited  after  the 
cloth  is  removed— H.  Stretch.  -T4* 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
—The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  held  at  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street  on 
Tuesday,  May  4,  when  I  trust  to  see  every  society  on  the 
list  represented— Alf  Conn.  _  , 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Prince*  a 
Victoria,  Robert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.  —  Our 
annual  dinner  takes  place  on  Tuesday,  May  18 ;  hope  all 
members  will  clear  books  as  soon  as  possible,  and  1  must 
also  ask  those  gentlemen  who  were  so  kind  to  offer  prizes, 
to  forward  them  as  soon  as  possible.   T.  Austin. 
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The  annual  dinner  of  the  Society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers 
will  be  held  at  the  Falcon  Hotel,  Gough-square,  Fleet- 
Btre<t,  on  Thursday  evening,  April  29,  at  half-past  seven 
o'clock.  The  presentation  of  prizes  will  take  place  af  tei 
the  dinner.  First  on  the  list  of  prize  winners  is  the  hon 
sec,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cate,  followed  closely  by  Messrs.  W.  W 
Stevens,  Deuchar,  Parker,  Hiller,  and  President  W.  Cate 
Mr.  Stevens;is  the  winner  of  the  five-guinea  club  cup. 

Mr.  H.  N.  Campbell,  of  the  Piscatorial  Society, 
whose  portrait  recently  appeared  surrounded  by  the 
trophies  captured  in  Ireland,  is  off  to  Runagry.  Before 
his  departure  he  asked  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  to  put  in 
"  pickle  "  for  him  two  dozen  fairly  large,  and  some  very 
large,  goldfish.  It  will  be  interesting  to  hear  what  sport 
he  has  with  these  18-carat  gold  fish. 


A  trout,  weighing  lib.  12oz.,  was  killed  in  the  Tavy 
recently  under  rather  unusual  circumstances.  It  seized  a 
small  trout  which  had  been  hooked,  and  though  not  actually 
hooked  itself,  either  could  not,  or  would  not,  let  go,  and 
was  lande  d  after  tome  rather  exciting  play,  as  the  angler 
had  previously  damaged  his  rod,  and  had  no  landing  net 
with  him. 


The  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  will  open  the  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Imperial  Institute  on  Monday,  May  17. 
 >»»■»<  

One  affirmed  that  he  had  been  in  a  certain  country 
where  their  bees  were  as  big  as  our  sheep.  This  impudent 
lye  one  began  to  examine,  and  therefore  said,  "  Sure,  then, 
the  bee-hives  must  be  of  a  huge  bign  esse  ?  "  "  No,"  saith 
the  other,  "  they  are  no  bigger  than  ours."  "  How  then 
can  they  get  in  ?  "  said  one.  This  puzzled  the  lyar  like  a 
mouse  in  pitch.  At  last  he  answered,  "  Let  them  whom  it 
concerns  look  to  that." — Fragmenta  Aulica  (1622). 


The  "  Thatched  One  "  has  nearly  swept  the  board  of 
the  prize  list  in  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,  as  the 
following  will  show  :  First  and  second,  barbel ;  first  and 
second,  bream ;  first,  chub  ;  second,  roach  ;  first,  dace  ; 
second,  trout;  second,  jack.    Special  dace  (by  G.  H.  H.)! 

A  very  fine  Thames  trout,  weighing  61b.,  was  taken  by 
Mr.  C.  Neville,  at  Moulsey  Weir,  on  Good  Friday  morning. 
It  has  been  sent  to  F.  W.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea,  for 
preservation. 

Easter  Monday,  says  Mr.  W.  Howlett,  general  secretary 
of  the  Lark  Anging  Society,  was  a  great  day  for  anglers 
along  the  banks  of  this  river.  There  were  at  least  fifty 
fly  fishermen  trying  their  skill  from  Flempton  to  Milden- 
hall.  Two  and  a  half  brace  were  the  only  fi sh  he  heard 
of  being  taken .  The  heavy  rain  of  Saturday  night  brought  a 
lot  of  matter  down  the  stream,  and  trout  were  feeding  on 
the  insects.  Several  excellent  fish  were  seen  near  Ickling- 
ham  and  Barton  Mills.  The  dace  are  getting  into  good 
order  again;  and,  if  possible,  some  of  the  weeds  will  be 
cut  along  the  different  swims  to  enable  anglers  to  get  at 
them.    The  young  trout  are  doing  well. 


On  Wednesday  last  the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society  held 
their  annual  dinner  under  the  chairmanship  of  their 
president,  Dr.  Edward  Semple.  Many  well-known 
gentlemen  were  present,  amongst  whom  were  the  Mayor 
of  St.  Ives,  Mr.  J.  Knights,  J.P..  Mr.  F.  M.  Warren, 
Dr.  Giiffiths,  Dr.  Patterson,  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  W.  H. 
Elsmore,  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  and  others.  The  dinner 
was  well  and  tastefully  served,  and  about  sixty  members 
and  friends  were  present.  The  toasts  of  the  evening  were 
the  St.  Ives  Angling  Society,  the  president,  the  committee 
and  officers,  the  mayor  and  corporation,  the  Press,  and 
the  visitors.  Letters  of  regret  at  not  being  able  to  be 
present  were  read  from  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Howard,  and  others.  The  evening  was  lightened  by  songs 
and  recitations,  those  of  Mr.  Collinson,  the  hon.  secretary, 
being  greatly  appreciated.  The  prizes  were  distributed 
during  the  evening  to  the  successful  competitors,  the 
Fellowes  Challenge  Cup  being  carried  off  by  Mr.  M.  0. 
Noble,  and  the  second  prize  falling  to  Mr.  W.  J.  Best. 


The  eighteenth  annual  report  of  the  Windsor  and  Eton 
Angling  Preservation  Association  states  that  it  is  still  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  The  subscriptions  and  donations 
for  1896  were  somewhat  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  and 
there  is  a  balance  at  the  bank  of  £28  12s.  7d\,  the  whole 
of  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
new  stock  (coarse  fish)  for  the  river  at  an  early  date. 
New  nets  and  appliances  (purchased  early  in  the  year) 
were  utilised  to  good  purpose  in  April  last,  when  the 
committee  netted  some  private  ponds  in  this  neighbourhood 
and  captured  over  700  healthy  carp,  which  were  promptly 
placed  in  the  Thames  by  Windsor  Bridge.  Efforts  were 
made  to  get  permission  to  net  other  private  waters, 
but  without  success.  Some  reports  as.  to  fishing 
with  night  lines  came  to  the  ears  of  the  committee, 
but  the  evidence  was  not  considered  sufficient  to 
warrant  prosecutions.  Three  persons  were  prosecuted 
by  the  Thames  Conservancy  for  fishing  with  rod 
and  line  at  night  time,  and  oonvicted.  The  fishing  in  these 
waters  lias  been  for  the  last  year  remarkably  good.  The 
committee  state  that  it  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  the 
disease  which  caused  the  destruction  of  perch  and  gudgeon 
a  few  years  ago  seems  to  have  quite  disappeared,  and  that 
these  fish  are  now  plentiful.  The  thanks  of  the  association 
have  been  given  to  the  Rivers  Preservation  Society  for 


their  continued  assistance,  also  to  those  who  gave  permis- 
sion tor  the  association  to  net  their  private  waters,  and  to 
thoir  hospitable  chairman  for  his  continued  kindness  in 
»g  a™om  for  mee-ingg,  &c.  Thanks  are  also  due 
to  Mr.  A.  Stevenson  for  his  share  in  the  promotion  of  the 
success  of  the  "  W  mdsor  and  Eton. ' ' 

Too  cold  for  trout  fishing;  no  coarse  fishing  (May  1 
for  eel  fishing).  There  is  nothing  left,  then,  but  the 
weather  The  what  ?  The  Easter— lovely  easter  ;  nor'- 
easter,  due-easter,  over-due-easter,  and  blustering  sou'- 
wester, with  an  accompaniment  of  rain,  hail,  blow  and 

SUi°w  L  x  '•  even  so-  even  snow  !  Tne  sad  sea  waves 
when  bent  with  pain  (the  hollow-sounding  and  mysterious 
m?M  .  Y16  glad  sea  waves,  when  health  returns;  and 
mild  winds  blow,  and  fierce  sun  burns  (it  is  best  when 
quoting  to  quote  your  authority  —  Burns).  The 
mad  sea  waves— yes,  mad  !  Even  the  double-fun- 
nelled steamer,  newly  painted  and  decorated— 
gaily  decked  and  masted  with  bunting  failed 
to  entice  the  gaily-dressed  syrens  with  its  hideous 
syren !  And  this  is  lovely  spring  at  Hastings !  It 
makes  one  long  to  be  back  again  to  Old  England.  But 
before  ^  saying  farewell  to  it,  a  stroll  is  suggested  to 
view  "  the  reservoirs  and  other  waters  of  the  Hastings 
Angling  Sooiety.  The  bicycle  would  have  been  a  help  in 
these  explorations,  but  the  hills  prevent  an  ordinary  rider 
using  it.  Primroses  blooming  in  profusion ;  even  the 
cuckoo  cry  is  heard,  and  the  nightingale  ;  and  a  swallow 
skims  the  surface  of  the  Buckshole  Reservoir.  Vegetation 
is  advanced,  but  the  effect  of  the  ever-changing  winds  and 
weather  may,  alas  !  prove  fatal  to  the  early  blossoms. 

Talking  of  snow,  "  W.  C.  P."  says  :  "  There  is  a  river 
in  Devonshire,  it  appears,  where  the  trout  always  rise  best 
in  a  snowstorm,  and  the  thioker  the  snowstorm  the  better 
they  rise.  Yorkshire  trout  are  not  built  that  way.  A 
fellow  told  me  one  day  that  he  had  fished  for  a  couple  of 
days  one  spring,  on  this  peculiar  Devonshire  river,  with 
scarcely  a  rise  to  gladden  his  heart,  when  suddenly  a 
snowstorm  came  along,  and  instantly  all  the  trout  in  the 
river  began  to  rise  madly  at  the  snowflakes.  Then  the 
snowstorm  passed  like  a  dream  that  is  told— no,  I  mean 
like  a  tale  that  is  dreamed— and  immediately  all  the  trout 
gave  up  rising.  Those  trout  must  have  had  a  most  vora- 
cious appetite  for  snowflakes.  What  makes  me  think  so 
is,  that  while  millions  of  snowflakes  must  have  fallen  into 
the  river  during  the  brief  half  hour  the  snowstorm  lasted, 
the  trout  devoured  them  so  eagerly  that  immediately  the 
storm  had  passed  away  my  friend  could  not  see  a  single 
snowflake  left  in  the  whole  of  the  river,  although  they  lay 
thick  and  white  on  field  and  fell.  It  certainly  was  strange. 
My  friend  thought  it  was  strange,  and  set  to  work  to  dress 
a  new  kind  of  artificial  trout  fly  that  he  christened  the 
Snow  Queen.  It  was  merely  a  little  dab  of  fluffy  cotton 
wool  tied  on  a  fly  hook,  and  he  told  me  that  he  could  in- 
variably get  a  rise  with  it  on  that  river,  because  the  trout 
took  it  for  a  snowflake.  And  I  told  him  I  had  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  him  getting  as  many  rises  as  he  liked 
out  of  the  Devonshire  trout  with  his  patent  snowflake  fly. 
but  when  he  came  prospecting  round  to  get  a  rise  out  of 
me  with  it,  I  felt  inclined  to  protest  with  the  ruler,  or  a 
spare,  unattached  boot." 


Now  that  the  world  is  beginning  to  prize  the  flesh  of  the 
sword-fish,  the  industry  of  catching  these  armed  sea- 
monsters  is  growing  in  importance.  Every  fishing  schooner 
has  a  little  iron-banded  "pulpit"  on  the  bowsprit.  In 
this  the  harpooner,  weapon  in  hand,  takes  up  his  position 
and  cautiously ,  approaches  his  prey.  With  a  sure  and 
accurate  aim  he  hurls  his  spear  into  the  monster's  side. 
Half  mad  with  rage  and  pain,  the  sword-fish  darts  wildly 
away,  carrying  an  iron  dart  with  him,  to  which  a  floating 
keg  is  attached,  and  fathoms  of  rope.  Within  an  hour  he 
usually  becomes  exhausted.  It  is  now  time  for  the 
harpooner  to  deliver  his  final  stroke,  and,  embarking  in  a 
frail  yawl,  he  cautiously  approaches  the  dying  monster 
floating  on  the  water,  fie  may  in  reality  have  no  more 
strength  in  him,  and  in  this  case  the  hunter  has  merely  to 
plunge  his  sharp  spear  into  his  heart  or  brain,  or  to  deliver 
aim  a  crashing  blow  on  the  head.  Frequently,  however, 
he  will  be  feigning  death.  Then,  as  his  foe  comes  nearer, 
suddenly,  with  incredible  speed  and  ferocity,  he  will  dart 
forward  and  dive  beneath  the  surface  ;  there  will  come  the 
sound  of  the  rushing  of  waters,  and  the  ripping  of  timbers 
and  a  long,  slender,  black  rapier  is  driven  clean  through 
tho  boat  from  side  to  side.  If  the  sword-fish  has  any  luck, 
he  will  impale  the. man  as  well,  like  a  chicken  on  a  spit. 
It  will  readily  be  beleived  that  sword-fishing  is  a  fascinating 
sport. 

He  :  "I  hoar  that  young  Charley  caught  a  two-foot  fish 
this  morning."  She;  What  nonsense!  Who  ever 
'leard  of  a  fish  with  feet." 


The  funeral  of  Mr.  T.  D.  Genlloud,  tho  late  secretary 
of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  at  Chingford  Cemetery,  was 
attended  by  a  large  number  of  railway  officials.  Amongst 
those  present  in  the  church  and  in  the  cemetery  were  Mr. 
.)  .  F.  H.  Read  (representing  the  directors  of  the  company), 
Sir  William  Birt  (general  manager),  Mr.  H.  0.  Drury 
(superintendent  of  the  lino),  Mr.  K.  Parkes  (assistant 
solicitor),  Messrs.  T.  Chew  and  M.  Nettleship  (of  the 
solicitor's  department),  Mr.  A.  D.  Wire  (general 
manager's  office),  Mr.  Biggs  (chief  cashier),  Mr.  Haslam 
(chief  of  tho  secretary's  transfer  office),  Mr.  Stevens  and 
Mr.  Poulter  (secretary's  office),  Mr.  Commander  and  a 
largo  number  of  the  olerks  connected  with  the  secretary's 
department,  Mr.  W.  H.  Brett  (seoretary  of  the  company's 
superannuation  and  pension  funds),  Mr.  J.  Crawford 
(chief  clerk  to  the  superintendent  of  the  line),  4to. 


Mr.  W.  H.  Peppercorne,  the  accountant  of  the  Great 
f  astern  Railway,  has  been  appointed  secretary  in  succession 
to  Mr.  T.  D.  Genlloud  It  may  be  mentioned  that  the 
directors  have,  in  connection  with  this  appointment 
created  a  new  office -that  of  assistant  secretary— which 
will  be  filled  by  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Fryer,  for  many  yean 
associated  with  Mr.  Genlloud.  Mr.  William  Brunton 
who,  until  lately,  was  the  manager  of  the  advertising" 
department  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway,  has  just  been 
presented  with  an  illuminated  address  and  gold  watch  and 
chain  by  a  number  of  officials  and  advertising  agents.  Mr 
Brunton  retired  owing  to  failing  health.  The  dinner  at 
the  Holborn  Restaurant,  at  which  the  presentation  was 
made,  was  attended  by  over  eighty  guests. 


There  exists,  says  the  Globe,  "  it  appears,  a  form  of 
property  in  England  which,  for  profitableness,  compares 
not  unfavourably  with  gold  mines  of  the  very  best  sort 
Fishing  waters  and  fishing  rights  are  advancing  in  market 
value  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Trout  streams  of  high  reputa- 
tion, such  as  the  Test  and  the  Itchen,  have  gone  entirely 
beyond  the  reach  of  all  but  the  very  wealthy.  These 
however,  are  what  the  Stock  Exchange  calls  '  gilt-edged 
goods  '  ;  their  number  being  very  limited,  they  naturally 
command  fancy  prices  from  anglers  who  do  not  care 
whether  a  club  subscription  be  £25  or  £50  per  annum  so 
long  as  it  insures  really  good  sport,  ft  appears,  however 
from  the  prices  obtained  the  other  day  at  a  public  letting 
of  inferior  waters  in  Cambridgeshire,  that  they  have  also 
increased  enormously  in  value.  Thus,,  one  stretch  which 
was  previously  let  at  £2  per  annum  was  knocked  down  for 
more  than  thrice  that  rent,  while  in  another  and  still  more 
remarkable  case,  the  rental  jumped  from  7s.  to  £55. 
Taking  the  whole  for  which  biddings  were  sought,  it 
is  stated  that  the  hiring  value  has  increased  by  more  than 
200  per  cent,  since  the  last  auction  three  years  ago. 


In  1616,  the  first  pageant  in  the  Lord  Mayor's  show 
was  a  fishing-boat,  '  with  fishermen  seriously  at  labour 
drawing  tip  their  nets,  laden  with  living  fish,  and  bestow- 
ing  them  bountifully  upon  the  people."  Several  fishery 
laws  were  passed  in  1710.  Eel-spears  were  forbidden,  and 
it  was  made  unlawful  to  use  a  flue,  trammel,  hooped-net 
or  double-walled  net,  or  to  destroy  the  fry  of  fish.  No 
draw  nets  were  to  be  shot  before  sunriso  or  after  sunset. 
No  fisherman  was  to  try  for  flounders  between  London 
Bridge  and  We&tminster,  more  than  two  casts  at  low,  and 
two  at  high  water.  No  flounders  were  to  be  taken  under 
the  size  of  6in.  No  one  was  to  angle  within  the  limits  of 
London  Bridge,  with  more  than  two  hooks  upon  his  hue. 
No  one  was  to  drag  for  salmon  with  nets  under  6in.  in 
the  mesh  ;  and  all  unlawful  nets  were  to  be  destroyed. 

"  You  didn't  stay  long  at  the  hotel  which  advertised  a 
fine  trout  stream  in  the  vicinity  ?  "  "  No  ;  the  hotel  man 
explained  that  it  was  a  fine  trout  stream,  but  he  said  he 
couldn't  help  it  if  the  trout  hadn't  sense  enough  to  find  it 
out." 


Mrs.  Shallow  :  "  What  a  queer  name  for  a  fish- 
smelt.'     I  wonder  where  they  come  from?"  "Mr. 
Shallow:  "  I  can't  say  for  a  certainty,  but  I  think  they 
are  of  German  origin  and  come  from  the  Oder." 


S.  J.  Hurley.  Esq.,  of  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  says  he 
thinks  a  line  to  the  effect  that  "Dragnet"  is  himself 
again  would  be  acceptable  to  many  of  his  friends.  Here  it 
is:  "Many  thanks;  Drag,  is  himself  again."  Mr.  Hurley 
also  says  he  has  a  "  good  thing  "  in  store  for  a  party  of 
angling  friends  who  might  like  to  take  a  fine  stretch  of 
salmon,  grilse,  and  trout  fishing  in  the  Shannon,  at  Killaloe. 
May,  June,  and  July  months,  either  separately  or  together. 
Autumn  salmon  and  trout  fishing  also.  Exolusive  right 
on  about  one  mile  of  water,  or  more  extensive  reaches  if 
required.    All  strictly  preserved. 


The  Easter  programme  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  has  been 
very  successful,  and  the  entertainment  on*  of  the  best 
holiday  shows  ever  presented.  The  entertainment  com- 
mences at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  continues  without 
intermission  until  11.45  p.m.  The  singing  of  Miss  Lilian 
Bowles  and  the  new  series  of  living  pictures  will  in  them- 
selves alone  repay  a  visit. 


Mr.  Ramsiien,  of  the  Railway  Tavern,  St.  Margaret's, 
announces  that  he  will  give  a  very  handsome  portable 
stool  for  the  gross  weight  of  trout  taken  from  the  Lea  and 
weighed-in  at  his  house  on  any  day  during  the  season.  He 
will  also  give  a  substantial  prize  for  the  gross  weight  of 
roach  weighed-in  at  his  house  during  the  season  on 
Sundays  only,  to  be  taken  from  the  Lea. 


Particular  Boarder:  "  This  fish,  waiter—"  Truth- 
ful Waiter  (promptly) :  "  Was  killed  this  morning."  Parti- 
cular Boarder  (approvingly) :  "  You  did  right  to  kill  it." 
Truthful  Waiter  (inquiringly)  :  "  Yes,  sir?  "  Particular 
Boarder  (firmly) :  "  Booause  it  had  been  ashore  so  long  it 
had  forgotten  how  to  swim,  and  would  have  been 
drowned  if  ever  it  went  to  sea  again." 


A  short  time  ago  a  gentleman  went  to  fish  off  Hastings 
Pier.  He  had  been  unsuccessful  in  catching  any  fish,  when 
one  of  the  local  loafers,  who  had  been  watching  his  non- 
suocess,  hazarded  this  remark  :  "  I  say,  sir,  what  bait  'ave 
yergoton  yer  'ook  ?"  "Cheese,"  said  the  angler,  who 
knew  moro  of  fresh  water  than  salt.  "  Why,  bless  yer," 
said  the  loafer,  "  there  ain't  no  mice  in  there  !  " 

D  basnet. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 
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The  net  result  of  the  Boddam  salmon  fishing  case  has 
been  to  clear  up  some  doubtful  points  always  construed 
hitherto  in  favour  of  the  netter    He  must  not  hang  on 
till  the  very  last  moment  bafore  taking  up  his  leaders  els 3 
the  risk  of  not  getting  them  up  at  the  right  time  will  have 
to  be  home.    Sheriff  Brown  says  he  does  not  see  why 
fishers  should  not  prepare  for  taking  m  their  nets  a  week 
or  so  before  the  close  time  commences.    One  thing  is 
definitely  laid  down,  viz.,  that  no  fish  can  be  taken  from 
the  net  dead  or  alive  an  hour  after  the  close  time  has 
rommencad.    Sheriff  Brown  entered  fully  into  the  case, 
and  his  decision  filled  a  column  and  a  half  in  the  local 
Dress.    His  judgment  has  not  been  questioned,  nor  is  there 
likely  to  be  an  appeal.    Both  sides  were  agreed  about 
having  the  matter  settled  in  court  as  the  only  way  of clear- 
ing up  hazy  and  indefinite  views  acted  on  m  good  taith.  A 
netter  must  prove  that  the  fish  have  entered  his  net 
before  the  close  time  begins  when  he  is  prohibited  from 
lifting  the  leaders  by  stress  of  weather.    If  he  cannot  do 
that,  then  the  inference  is  that  they  have  been  illegally 
captured.  _____ 

Some  splendid  sport  was  enjoyed  on  several  of  the  mid- 
sections of  the  Dee.  In  fact,  the  past  week  has  been  one 
of  the  best  since  the  season  opened.  The  pools  are  teem- 
ing with  fish  from  Aboyne  upwards,  and  even  about 
Banchory  a  good  fair  time  of  it  has  been  had  on  fishable 
days.  . 

Mr.  Blacklaws,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  writes:  "Capital 
sport  all  over.  John  Mortimer  tops  the  list  with  nineteen 
fish  for  the  week,  scaling  from  61b.  to  101b. 


Mr.  Smith,  Feughside,  writes:  "  Mr.  Davis  a nd  Mr 
Collingham  are  doing  very  well  on  the  Upper  Blackball 
Castle  water.  They  had  seven  fish  between  them  last 
weak,  and  are  quite  pleased.  I  am  open  to  treat  with  any 
likely-like  party  for  May  and  J une. 

The  Don  purification  scheme  has  been  knocked  on  the 
head  The  Aberdeen  County  Council  had  the  matter  in 
hand.  They  were  to  spend  £45,000  in  carrying  out  a  mag- 
nificent plan,  and  all  parties  seemed  agreeable  till  the  other 
day  when  the  millowners  suddenly  wheeled  about  and 
refused  to  contribute  to  the  scheme  a  single  penny 
more  than  they  as  ratepayers  were  entitled  to  do. 
The  proprietors  interested  in  the  fishings  were  ready  to 
pay  the  county  and  town  councils  agreed  to  their 
shares,  but  the  millowners,  the  very  parties  who  cause 
most  of  the  pollution,  have  backed  out  of  it  in  the  most 
ignominious  fashion  possible. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  scheme,  which  is 
worth  noting.  It  was  drafted  by  the  Don  Fishery  Board  : 
It  appeared  from  the  report  that  the  county  engineer  had 
reported  on  the  scheme,  and  suggested  the  formation  ot  a 
River  Don  Purification  Board.  Under  this  scheme  the 
engineer  estimated  the  total  cost  of  the  works  (exclusive 
of  preliminary  expenses  and  of  land)  would  amount  to,  say, 
£40  000  which  included  the  sum  of  £22,650,  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  Town  Council's  sewage  scheme.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  the  difference  between  those  sums  should  be 
contributed  by  the  Town  Council,  the  millowners,  the 
Waterton  special  district,  and  the  fishing  proprietors.  The 
sub-committee  suggested  that  the  contributions  might  be 
in  the  following  proportions  :  By  the  millowners  in  the 
proportion  of  five-tenths,  the  fishing  proprietors  m  tour- 
tenths  and  the  Aberdeen  District  Committee  and  the 
Town  Council  in  the  proportion  of  one-tenth.  The  mill- 
owneTS  in  reply  to  the  last  proposal  as  to  the  proportion 
of  contributions,  stated  that  they  would  be  prepared  to 
approve  of  a  scheme,  subject  to  adjustment  of  details,  it 
the  assessment  were  made  in  the  usual  way  over  the  whole 
district  at  one  and  the  same  rate,  or  at  all  events  at  such  a 
rate  as  would  not  involve  them  in  a  larger  proportional 
payment  than  any  ordinary  ratepayers  in  the  district,  but 
beyond  that  they  are  not  prepared  to  go. 


The  Ythan  is  now  doing  very  well,  and  some  grand 
baskets  of  trout  were  got  last  week.  The  poachers  have 
been  doing  a  fine  thing  off  this  little  water,  and  have  only 
recently  been  spotted  and  shown  up.  The  main  supples 
of  sea  trout  which  have  been  in  the  Aberdeen  market 
lately  have  been  all  poached.  There  is  one  point  in 
connection  with  any  Bill  providing  a  close  time  for  trout  in 
Scotland  which  has  not  been  much  noted.  It  is  well 
known  that  salmon  anglers  come  across  lots  of  uncon- 
ditioned trout  during  the  early  days  of  the  angling  season. 
These  come  freely  to  the  Phantom,  and  with  a  curse  are 
as  often  tossed  up  the  bank  as  anywhere.  I  have  seen  lots 
of  fine  fish  killed  in  this  thoughtless  manner,  and  so  lost  to 
the  river.  Under  Sir  Herbert's  Bill,  however,  it  will  be 
illegal  to  do  this  with  the  trout  between  Feb.  11  and 
March  1.   

The  smaller  sizes  of  flies  are  now  coming  into  vogue,  but 
the  season  has  been  a  slow  one — a  cold,  bleak,  trying  time, 
with  little  show  of  vegetation.  The  Ballater  hills  were 
white  the  other  morning,  and  since  th:s  is  the  case  small 
flies  need  not  be  thought  off.  However,  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  introduce  tho  small  fly  much  earlier  in  the 
season  now  than  used  to  be  the  case  a  few  years  back. 
The  small  double  iron  has  been  the  great  factor  in  bringing 
this  about,  being  the  outcome  of  finer  angling  in  the  email 
clear  watersnow  running.  Special  Scotch. 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

At  the  last  meetiag  of  the  committee  of  the  Birming- 
ham A  B.S.  the  secretory  reported  the  death  of  a  member 
of  the  Hillyfields  Society  who  had  been  connected  with 
the  A  B  S.  since  its  formation.    The  Sunday  evening 
recitals  have  been  a  financial  success    Mr.  Weston,  a 
member  of  the  committee,  announced  that  next  sea son  he 
would  be  prepared  to  give  a  series  of  limehght  views  upon 
places  and  subjects  connected  with  angling  in  the  Midlands 
at  any  of  the  large  clubs  in  the  city,  which  kind  offer  was 
warmly  received.    The  reports  of  visits  to  the  Queen  s 
Head  and  St.  Thomas's  clubs  were  of  a  very  favourable 
character.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  the  members 
of  the  visiting  committee.   It  was  resolved  to  visit  the  bt. 
Stephen's  Society  on  May  10,  and  the  Black  Eagle  Soho 
on  May  17     The  sec.  reported  that  the  society  had 
120  more  members  on  the  books  than  at  a  correspondmg 
period   of   last   year.     Several  fresh  donations  were 
announced  on  behalf  of  the  society's   challenge  cap, 
a  full  list  of  which  will  appear  in  the  Fishing _  Gazette. 
The  Belmont  Society  have  succeeded  in  acquiring  the 
Swan  Pool  at  Churchill,  near  to  Kidderminster ;  this  pool 
is  well  stocked  with  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish  of  a  large  size. 
Any  member  wishing  to  join  this  society  should  apply  to 
the  Brunswick   Hotel,    Lancaster-street,    any  Monday 
evening    The  Wolverhampton  Association  have  written 
for  some  more  travelling  cards  for  the  Why  Not  Society; 
this  goes  to  show  that  they  are  making  progress,  but  still, 
the  Wolverhampton  clubs  would  be  pleased  with  a  few 
more  members.    They  are  in  possession  of  the  travelling 
orivileges  from  the  Provincial  Association  to  all  angling 
stations  on  the  G.W.R.,  and  L.  and  N.W  railway  com- 
panies    The  clubs  have  their  own  private  waters,  and 
anyone  living  in  the  district  wishing  to  become  a  member 
should  apply  to  Mr.  G.  Colman,  Penn-road,  or  Mr.  Vann 
Why  Not  Inn,  Steelhouse-lane.    Mr.  H.  Parsons  of 
5  Cottage-lane,  Stafford,  writes  to  inform  me  that  his 
society  intends  arranging  a  contest  on  June  19,  the  contest 
to  take  place  close  to  Stafford,  and  to  be  open  tor  members 
of  the  Provincial  Association  only.'  Very  little  trout  fash- 
ing has  been  done  during  the  holidays  by  the  Birmingham 
anglers,  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  only  a  few  have  been 
out  with  the  intention  of  coarse  fishing,  as  our  members 
are  begining  to  see  the  folly  of  depleting  the  waters  at  a 
time  when  the  fish  should  be  allowed  to  increase  and 
multiply.        pROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Rough  and  wet  weather  ushered  in  the  Easter  holidays, 
and  for  a  day  or  two  anglers  had  a  most  disappointing 
time  -  but  as  the  weather  improved,  and  some  fine  days 
came  tha  various  Derbyshire  streams  afforded  tolerable 
sport'  to  a  large  number  of  visitors.    The  waters  fined 
down  and  bottom  anglers  and  spinners  have  met  with  fair 
success.    Fly  fishing  has  been  only  moderate.     On  the 
lengths  of  the  Der  went  above  Belper,  and  on  the  Ambergate 
waters,  a  few  nice  lots  of  trout  have  been  taken  with  grubs 
and  worms  ;  and  the  Watstanwell  reaches  have  furnished 
some  decent  sized  fish.    A  few  brace  have  also  been  killed 
on  the  adjoining  Holmesford  lengths,  but  on  the  fly  waters 
between  the  Lea  Hurst  Woods  and  Cromford  Bridge  very 
little  has  been  done.    Near  to  the  Masson  Mills  a  tew  fash 
have  been  taken  by  bottom  fishing,  but  on  the  adjoining 
Matlock  Bath  waters,  as  far  as  the  railway  bridge,  there 
has  scarcely  been  any  angling,  as  the  river  has  been  much 
disturbed  by  the  boating  of  the  "  trippers,    four  of  whom 
were  unforcunately  drowned,  through  their  own  heedless- 
ness on  Good  Friday,  near  to  the  Matlock  fash  hatchery. 
The 'Dale  waters  have  yielded  a  few  brace,  and  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Matlock  Bridge,  both  on  the  club  and  on 
private  waters,  some  nice  fish  have  been  captured.  There 
have  been  a  goodly  number  of  anglers  out  on  the 
Darley    waters  — both    upper    and   lower— and  some 
of  them  succeeded  in  making  fair  creels,  chiefly  by 
bottom  fishing  and   spinning;  and  a  few  brace  have 
been  taken  on  the  adjoining  reaches  of  the i  .Derwent 
between  Rowsley  and  Beely  Bridge.    The  Chatsworth 
waters  have  as  usual  had  numerous  visitors,  and  some  ot 
them  have  had  fairly  satisfactory  sport,  taking  a  decent 
number  of  fine  and  well-conditioned  fish.    The  several 
lengths  of  the  river  between  Baslow,  Hathersage,  and 
Mytham  Bridge  have  been  well  patronised,  and  tolerably 
fair  sport  has  been  had  on  those  waters.    The  higher 
reaches  by  Bamford,  Yorkshire  Biidge,  and  Ashopton 
yielded  several  brace  of  good  fish  to  some  of  the  numerous 
visitors  to  that  picturesque  district,  the  anglers  being 
chiefly  from  Sheffield  and  Manchester  ;  and  some  tolerable 
sport  has  also  been  had  on  tte  neighbouring  smaller 
streams— the  Ashop,  Noe,  and  Castleton  burn.    On  the 
Wye  between  Rowsley  and  Bake  well,  there  has  been  several 
rods,  and  although  angling  conditions  have  not  been 
favourable  for  fly  fishing,  yet  a  few  nice  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken. 
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being  first.  The  Old  Sulcoates  Society  also  fished  their 
match  at  this  place.  The  Imperial  and  Grapes  Angling 
Societies  each  fished  a  match  at  Weelferry,  and  the  Duke 
of  York  A.S.  at  Wawneferry.  On  May  1  the  North 
Lilyton  A.S.  and  the  Kingston  Rovers  A.S.  will  each  open 
their  season  with  a  match  on  the  River  Hull,  the  former 
at  Weelferry  and  the  latter  near  Wawneferry.  On 
April  28  tha  Clarence  A.S.  will  remove  their  headquarters 
from  the  Clarence  Hotal  to  the  Queen's  Hotel,  Hull. 


FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  River  Hull  and  the  havens  and  drams 
round  about  Hull  were  all  in  first  class  condition  for 
angling  during  Eastertide,  yet  the  Easter  holiday  matches 
have  not  been  such  a  success,  so  far  as  the  fish  are  con- 
cerned, as  was  anticipated.  Nevertheless,  the  best  takes 
during  that  time  were  on  the  River  Hull,  but  the  elements 
were  much  against  the  comforts  of  the  anglers.  The 
River  Hull  and  the  George  and  Dragon  Angling  Societies 
each  tished  a  match  at  Swinemoor,  Mr.  H.  Stead  taking 
the  first  prize  in  the  former,  and  Mr.  G.  Simpson  first  in 
the  latter.  At  Hull  Bridge  several  matches  were  fished, 
but  perhaps  the  best  catches  were  at  the  Ramblers 
Angling  Association's  match.  In  the  Derringham  A.S. 
match  Mr.  H.  Holmes  was  first.  The  Waltoman  A.S. 
fished  their  first  match  at  Grovehill,  Mr.  R.  Richardson 


FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Now  that  the  holidays  are  over  there  seems  to  be  every 
prospect  of  an  improvement  in  the  weather.  Numerous 
good  panniers  of  trout  are  reported  from  nearly  all  parts 
of  the  district,  including  the  Cocker  and  Derwent  m 
Cumberland,  the  upper  waters  of  the  Eden  in  .North 
Westmorland,  the  Lune,  and  the  Sprint,  Mint,  and  Kent. 
Reports  from  the  Kent  are  gratifying.  This  river  is  im- 
proving, and  may  come  back  to  its  former  condition.  We 
have  seen  anglers  taking  good  fish  in  the  stretches  within 
the  town  of  Kendal  itself,  where  past  generations  were 
wont  to  enjoy  capital  sport  within  a  few  yards  ot  their 
homes,  and  where,  under  good  management,  the  same 
pleasures  may  be  enjoyed  again.  There  has  not  been 
much  angling  in  the  lakes,  but  this  may  now  be  looked  tor. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Our  holidays  are  over,  and  the  sport  or  pleasure 
obtained  is  very  disappointing.  Anything  more  wretched 
than  the  weather  of  Good  Friday  and  the  following  day 
can  scarcely  be  imagined.  Judging  from  reports,  the  fish 
are  mixed  up  like  the  weather ;  parties  going  for  trout  in 
one  case  got  plenty  of  roach,  another  plenty  of  perch,  and 
so  on,  but  trout  are  terribly  scarce.  Perhaps  at  no  former 
Easter  have  so  many  of  our  men  been  away,  and  this  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  increased  facilities  offered  by  the 
various  railway  companies.  It  is  satisfactory  ta  learn  that 
the  booking  clerks  are  carrying  out  their  instructions,  and 
demanding  both  travelling  cards  and  tackle  when  an 
angler's  ticket  is  asked  for.  At.  the  recent  general 
delegate  meeting  of  the  County  Palatine  A.A.  a  suggestion 
wa3  made  that  the  general  officers  should  be  changed  every 
year,  but  the  suggestion  was  scouted. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
The  Easter  holidays  have  been  disappointing  rather 
than  otherwise.  Monday  was  the  only  fine  day  upon 
which  anglers  did  any  good,  and  even  then  fly  fishing  was 
not  by  any  means  a  success.  '  The  wind  was  far  too  cold 
for  this  class  of  Bport,  and  the  trout  showed  very  little 
inclination  to  rise.  Bolton  fishermen  captured  a  few  fish 
of  respectable  dimensions,  but  beyond  this  very  little  was 
done.  The  continued  cold  and  damp  weather  is  sadly 
crippling  trout  fishing,  and  unfortunately  there  doe3  not 
seem  any  immediata  prospect  of  an  improvement. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

There  is  not  much  to  note  this  week  with  our  city  fisher- 
men as  regards  actual  sport,  the  weather  during  the 
holidays  effectually  put  a  stop  to  all  going  away.  One  ot 
our  local  clubs  has  gone  in  for  acquiring  a  length  ot  canal, 
and  intend  stocking  the  same.  Some  of  Sam  O'Fano  s 
"friends  have  been  having  fair  sport  at  Ashopton,  Edale, 
and  that  district.  Mr.  Griffiths,  Droylsden,  is  reported  as 
having  had  good  sport  on  Monday  in  the  Derwent,  one 
trout  31b.,  and  five  others  of  21b.  each,  together  with 
a  fine  lot  of  coarse  fish,  all  returned.  A  large  party 
of  Hulme  anglers,  from  the  Crown  and  Sun  clubs, 
have  paid  Llanymynech  a  visit  this  Eastertide,  but 
had  poor  sport,  owing  to  the  wretched  weather. 
Messrs.  G.  Yates,  H.  Straker,  and  others  got  to  Lostoc.c 
on  Easter  Monday,  but  failed  to  get  any  decent  fish.  The 
Blue  Bells,  like  other  clubs,  suffered  in  the  attendance  ot 
members  by  their  club  nights  falling  during  the  holidays. 
July  11  is  a  match  date  of  the  Merry  Anglers.  The 
Salford  Friendly  Anglers  have  had  their  ranks  terribly 
thinned  during  the  past  few  weeks,  no  less  than  three  of 
their  members  djing  within  a  few  hours  of  each  other. 
On  three  successive  days  they  took  to  their  long  homes- 
John  Royle,  their  trusted  secretary ;  Joseph  Burgoyne, 
one  of  their  veterans,  who  was  a  great  age  ;  and  Tom 
Pilling.  Mr.  Burgoyne  was  an  old  Manchester  aotor,  and 
could  up  to  the  last  delight  any  audience  with  a  specimen 
of  his  elocution. 

FROVI  NORFOLK. 

A  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  during  the 
Easter  holidays.  Good  Friday  was  wet,  but  Easier 
Monday  was  an  ideal  day  for  fly  fishing.  One  party  of 
two  rods,  fishing  in  private  water  on  Monday,  took  twenty- 
five  nice  trout,  ranging  from  fib.  to  lflb.,  the  fish  being  in 
very  fair  condition  for  the  time  of  year.  Waters  are  all 
in  order,  the  recent  rains  having  done  a  lot  of  good.  The 
annual  dinner  of  the  Yare  and  Bure  Preservation  Society 
will  be  held  on  Thursday  next,  April  2!),  181)7,  at  the' 
Maid's  Head  Hotel,  Norwich.  The  president  (W.  II. 
Hackblock,  Esq)  will  take  the  chair.  Already  a  good 
number  of  tickets  have  been  sold,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
there  will  be  an  even  larger  attmdance  than  usual. 


FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Holiday  anglers  who  like  to  throw  a  salmon  bait  on 
Easter  Mondav  and  Tuesday  were  this  year  prevented 
from  carrying  o*ut  their  intentions  by  the  high  condition  of 
the  Trent.  Heavy  rains  swept  over  the  upper  valleys  last 
Saturday,  and  as  a  result  a  big  water  soon  came  pouring 
downwards.  Had  no  change  taken  place  gentlemen 
wcull  certainly  have  tried  their  prowess  at  Shardlow  and 
King's  Mills  last  Monday.  So  far  no  sport  has  boon  met 
with,  and  it  is  difficult  to  uxy  whether  many  talmon  have 
as  ye't  reached  the  lengths  above  Cavendish  Bridge.  Odd 
fish  have  been  observed  at  Beeston  and  Wilford.  May  is 
always  regarded  as  the  beBt  month  for  either  worming  or 
trolling.  Salmon  on  the  Trent  have  never  been  known  to 
take  a  fly.    On  the  Dover  Beck,  below  Loudham,  Mr.  H. 
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Debate  on  Our  Food  Supplies  in  Time  of  War.  IN  THE  HOUSE  OP  COMMONS  on  Tuesday,  April  6,  Mr.  R.  A.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  in  seconding  the  Resolution- 
proposed  by  Mr.  H.  Seton  Karr,  M.P.,  and  accepted  by  the  Government — referred  in  flattering  terms  to  Mr.  Marston's  book,  and  by  permission  of  the  House 

read  some  extracts  from  it. 

Mr.  GEORGE  J.  S.  BROOMHALL,  Editor  of  the  "Corn  Trade  Year-Book,"  "Corn  Trade  News,"  "Milling,"  &c,  writes  to  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  on  April  7  as 

follows  :  "  Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  write  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  excellence  of  your  work,  '  War,  Famine,  and  our  Food 

Supply.'    It  could  not  have  been  done  better  by  any  one,  and  probably  not  as  well." 

THE  MILLER,  April  5,  1897  :  "  Mr.  Robert  B.  Marston  is  already  well  known  as  the  author  of  what  may  be  termed  an  automatic  granary  scheme.  .  .  .  This  is 
in  many  ways  a  most  remarkable  work.  It  is  a  real  contribution  to  the  gravest  problem  which  can  engage  the  attention  of  British 
Statesmen.    .    .    .    The  author's  stylo  is  always  clear  and  vigorous,  and  rises  in  many  passages  to  real  eloquence.    There  is  a  genuine  and  unmistakable 

patriotic  ring  from  one  end  of  the  book  to  the  other." 

PRIMROSE  LEAGUE  GAZETTE. — "  Invaluable  to  all  political  students." 

THE  NAVY  LEAGUE  JOURNAL.—"  Mr.  Marston  is  a  keen  and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  the  Navy  League,  and  in  publishing  this  little  book  he  is  doing  his 

country  good  service.    .    .    .    Merits  the  deepest  attention.    It  is  brightly  written,  full  of  facts,  and  illustrated,  and  it  is  published  at  a  thoroughly 

popular  price." 

THE  DAILY  MAIL. — "Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  is  a  man  of  keen  perception,  whose  views  on  such  a  practical  and  important  subject  as  our  food  supply  in  war 

time  are  worthy  of  earnest  consideration.  His  statistics  and  his  arguments  in  the  present  volume  are  of  high  value  at  the  moment.  They  are 
thorough,  and,  in  the  main,  convincing.  H)  shows  that  for  over  seventeen  out  of  the  twenty-five  million  quarters  of  wheat  forming  our  total  import 
in  a  year,  we  are  absolutely  dependent  upon  North  America  and  Russia.  He  wants  us  to  remove  from  America  and  Russia  the  power  to  starve  us 
into  submission  by  withholding  from  us  our  daily  bread.  .  .  .  The  scheme  may  appear  Utopian,  but  Mr.  Marston  certainly  makes  out  that  it  would 
be  practicable,  and  it  at  least  deserves  the  attentive  study  of  all  economists.  While  urging  the  adoption  of  such  a  plan  of  self-protection,  Mr.  Marston 
wisely  holds  that  the  greatest  factor  for  peace  is  an  invincible  fleet." 

THE  STANDARD. — "  Mr.  Robert  Marston  has  opinions  and  the  courage  of  them,  and  both  leap  to  light  when  he  take3  up  his  parable  concerning  '  War,  Famine,  and 
our  Food  Supply'  (Sampson  Low).  The  book  may  be  described  as  an  expansion,  with  fresh  facts  and  statistics,  and  other  more  or  less  relevant  details,  of 
an  article  on  a  proposed  storage  of  wheat  in  fortified  granaries  which  Mr.  Marston  contributed  in  the  beginning  of  last  year  to  one  of  the  leading  Reviews. 
The  proposal,  which  had  at  least  the  charm  of  novelty,  attracted  considerable  attention,  and  it  will  be  within  the  recollection  of  our  readers  that  several 
letters  for  and  against  the  scheme  appeared  in  our  columns,  and  these,  whether  hostile  or  favourable,  are  reprinted  in  the  present  pages.  .  .  .  The  plan 
which  Mr.  Marston  suggests  is  the  gradual  collection  of  a  reserve  of  corn  equal  to  one  year's  import,  and  its  automatic  renewal  by  a  process  of  compulsory 
exchange  with  the  new  corn  as  it  arrives  from  abroad.  Mr.  Marston's  plan  is  not  one  to  be  lightly  dismissed,  though  it  seems  to  us  to  bristle  with  practical 
difficulties."  .      ,      ■.,       •    .  - 

THE  BRITISH  TRADE  JOURNAL.— "  Mr.  Marston  states  our  present  preoarious  position  with  admirable  clearness  and  force." 

THE  SHIPPING  WORLD. — "  In  a  desultory  kind  of  way  something  is  said  from  time  to  time  of  our  dependence  upon  foreign  powers  for  food,  and  of  the  serious 

consequences  of  such  "dependence  in  the  event  of  war.  But  never  has  the  question  been  so  fully  brought  before  the  public  mind  as  in  the  new  book  of  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston.    .    .    .   We  feel  very  emphatically  that  he  has  rendered  a  national  service." 

COMMERCE. — "A  vital  subject.  Apart  from  its  abstract  merits,  the  complete  earnestness  of  this  book  is  worthy  of  recognition  and  respect.  .  .  .  We  welcome  the 
book  as  a  valuable  contribution  to  a  momentous  question,  and  we  hope  that  Mr.  Marston,  and  those  who  think  with  him,  may  succeed  in  getting  the  subject 
further  ventilated  until  public  opinion  makes  its  pressure  felt  upon  the  Government.  There  are,  of  course,  other  schemes  afloat  for  the  same  object,  and  (5ur 
author  gives  generous  acknowledgment  to  the  merits  of  Mr.  Yerburgh's  proposals.    The  book  is  written  in  a  clear  and  businesslike  way." 

EDINBURGH  EVENING  NEWS. — "  Full  of  most  interesting  reading."  THE  MORNING. — "  Well  worth  attention."  " 

TRUTH. — "  I  can  only  hope  the  book  will  be  widely  read." 

DAILY  CHRONICLE. — -"Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  publishar,  is  a  great  authority  on  angling  ;  ho  is  now  an  authority  of  no  mean  sort  on  our  food  supply,  especially 

in  war  time.    .    .    .    Very  ingenious." 

WEEKLY  SUN. — "  Mr.  Marston  crystallises  his  very  wida  graip  of  the  subject  in  his  book.    .    .    ■    Wo  fancy  it  will  prove  the  handbook  of  many  public  speakers." 

LAND  AND  WATER.— "We  can  toll  Mr.  Marston  We  rejoice,  not  so  much  over  his  opinion*  as  beoauso  ho  has  set  himself,  and  incidentally  an  important  and 
powerful  publishing  house,  to  take  an  interest  in  the  subject.  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  is  one  of  the  ohief  proprietors  of  the  firm  of  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and 
Co.,  figuratively  speaking,  one  of  the  great  telephones  connecting  thought  of  the  day  with  the  oars  of  the  public.  .  .  ,  Wo  are  quite  sure  the  author  of 

'  War,  Famine,  and  Our  Food  Supply  '  has  not  expressod  his  final  thoughts  yet." 

LLOYD'S  WEEKLY. — "  Should  be  read  by  all  who  d9sire  to  know  something  of  the  difficulties  of  feeding  a  great  nation." 

BOOKSELLER. — "  Mr.  Marston's  proposal  deserves  the  careful  attention  of  the  authorities  conoarnod.  We  need  now  only  say  that  ho  develops  his  argument  with 
much  skill,  and  that  his  book  is  full  of  useful  and  important  information.  As  it  is  published  at  the  comparatively  low  prioe  of  half-a-orown,  it  ought  to 
be  road  very  widely.    It  is  illustrated  with  drawings  of  the  suggested  national  granaries,  and  the  diagram  showing'  our  comparative  food  imports  from 

foreign  countries  and  from  our  colonies  makes  a  very  striking  and  suggestive  frontispieoe." 
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Benson,  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association,  has  killed 
a  few  choice  trout  with  the  worm ;  and  trout,  though 
larger,  were  got  before  the  riae  at  the  outflow  of  the  Grest 
at  Fiskerton,  by  Mr.  J.  Cass  and  Mr.  E;  Smith,  of  the 
same  association.  Eels  are  making  rapid  progress  up 
the  Trent.  We  had  more  raid  on  Wednesday,  and  at  the 
time  of  sending  off  my  rotes  indications  pointed  to  a 
further  rise  of  the  river.  These  recent  flushes  should  help 
up  the  salmon,  that  is,  if  there  are  many  "  springers"  to 
ascend.    Holders  of  licences  are  hoping  for  the  test. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

The  weather  during  the  Easter  holidays  Las  not  been 
very  favourable  for  anglers,  but  notwithstanding  this  fact 
large  numbers  of  anglers  have  tried  their  luck.  About  a 
score  of  anglers  fished  the  mill  dam  at  Bradfield,  but  the 
greater  proportion  had.  very  little  success.  Mr.  C.  Sims 
caught  a  couple  of  brace  of  nice  trout.  The  Sheaf  has 
been  well  patronised  during  the  week,  and  some  nice  trout 
caught.  In  the  Derwent  anglers  have  secured  some  gocd 
trout  by  means  of  dock  grub.  A  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken  from  the  Amber  and  the  river  Idle.  Near  Retford 
some  fish  of  excellent  size  and  condition  have  also  been 
captured.  Preparations  are  being  made  for  the  coarse 
fishing  season  by  both  the  Sheffield  A.  A.  and  the  Sheffield 
Amalgamated  A.S.  The  first  named  society  has  secured 
the  fishing  rights  of  waters  extending  to  nearly  100  miles 
in  length,  and  its  10,000  members  should  fare  well 
during  the  season.  Amongst  the  waters  leased  are 
the  Upper  Middle  Level  drain  from  Well  Creek  Sluice  to 
Pingle  Bridge,  and  forward  to  Perry's  Bridge,  near  Wis- 
bech ;  the  Lower  Middle  Level  drain  from  near  Outwell 
to  Crooked  Chimney,  and  on  to  King's  Lynn  ;  at  Upwell 
from  Popham's  Eaw  to  the  old  river  Nene,  down  to  the 
Middle  Level  drain,  the  whole  extending  a  distance  of 
eight  miles,  the  rights  having  been  secured  for  three 
years.  In  the  river  Idle  a  stretch  of  nine  miles  has  been 
secured  from  below  Bawtry  to  Misterton  Moss,  Stockwith. 
The  Amalgamated  Anglers  have  secured  the  sole  rights 
on  both  sides  of  the  Lower  Middle  drain  from  Podike 
Bridge  to.  N'etps  Bridge,  and,  in  conjunction  with  the 
King's  Lynn  Association,  the  lights  from  Neeps  Bridge 
to  Outfall  sluice  at  King's  Lynn,  a  distance  of  six  miles. 
Both  societies,  however,  have  had  to  pay  increased  rents, 
and  this  shows  what  competition  will  effect  even  in  angling 
matters. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

There  must  have  been  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  in  the  upper 
district  of  the  Severn,  for  we  have  another  fresh  on  of 
about  5ft.,  and  the  water  very  thick  and  turbid ;  we  have 
had  but  a  moderate  amount  of  rain  in  this  district,  not 
nearly  sufficient  to  affect  the  height  of  the  river  to  any 
extent.  The  Lower  Teme  is  also  high  and  discoloured, 
and  fishing  in  either  river  quite  off,  which  has  been  a  con- 
siderable disappointment  to  the  members  of  our  clubs,  the 
majority  of  whom  do  not  commence  trout  fishing  until 
April,  and  they  were  looking  forward  to  Easter  Monday 
for  a  fair  commencement.  Several  members  were  out  on 
Good  Friday,  on  club  water,  and  had  some  very  good 
sport,  but  the  Teme  is  the  river  the  majority  resort  to,  and 
that  river  was  quite  out  of  order.  The  continual  high 
water  has  been  very  injurious  to  salmon  fishing  in  this 
neighbourhood.  The  nets  have  had  very  poor  luck ;  one 
or  two  nets  have  been  a  fortnight  or  more  without  taking 
a  fish.  Very  few  fish  have  been  taken  altogether,  and  the 
price  hgre  is  3s.  6d.  per  pound — a  higher  price  than  salmon 
has  realised  in  this  district  in  April  for  some  years,  I  am 
told. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  meteorological  conditions  have  been  of  a  varied 
character,  and  angling  on  the  Yorkshire  risers  during  the 
holidays  has  been  affected  accordingly.  Up  to  the  21st 
inst.  there  is  little  to  report,  and  no  extraordinary  achieve- 
ments are  recorded.  The  sport  obtained  has  been  chiefly 
on  the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore,  and  the  March  Brown, 
Waterhen  Bloa,  Stone  Kindle,  and  Sandfly  have  proved 
the  moat  effective  lares.  The  baskets  have  ranged  from 
two  and  a  half  to  eight  and  a  half  brace.  Towards  last 
week  end  prospects  were  fairly  good,  several  capital 
baskets  having  been  captured,  one  of  eighteen  being  got 
with  the  fly,  and  Mr.  Dilly,  of  llkley,  secured  fifteen  with 
the  worm.  There  hive  been  some  good  hatohes  of  Water- 
hen  Bloa.  though  the  trout  have  not,  as  a  whole,  risen 
well  to  the  natural  fly.  The  joint  committee  have  put 
3000  fry  into  the  hatching  pond  of  the  Nidd  (Knares- 
borough).  The  Derwent  Club  opened  the  season  on  the 
Upper  Derwent,  Scalby,  and  Bromiston  Beoks  (Scar- 
borough district)  on  the  afternoon  of  the  15th  inst.,  with 
excellent  prospeots. 


SHANNON  AND  LOUGH  DERG 
(KILLALOE). 
The  "  lordly  Shannon  "  has  been  lording  it  over  anglers 
for  ever  eo  many  weeis  past,  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  I 
have  not  written  a  word  about  the  fishing  for  nearly  a 
month.  The  floods  have  been  terrible,  and  to-c*ay  the 
river  is  looking  as  angry  as  it  did  at  Christmas.  Little 
wonder,  therefore,  that  sport  has  been  so  wretchedly  bad 
of  late.  Mr.  W.  A.  H.  Martin,  Upper  Hall,  Ledbury, 
Herts,  who  has  taken  a  rod  on  Major  Traherne's  preserves, 
killed  on  Saturday  a  freshly  run  fish  of  331b.  Yesterday 
.  (Tuesday),  Capt.  R.  Twiss,  Bird  Hill  House,  killed  on  his 
Parteen  water  a  beautiful  springer  of  301b.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  A.  M.  Streatfield-Moore,  an  English  fisherman,  who 
has  rented  my  preserves  for  April,  landed  a  very  pretty 
10-pounder ;  and  same  day,  on  the  free  water,  Thomas 
Grimes,  fishing  for  Mr.  Wright,  got  one  111b.  Mr.  Claud 
Lefroy,  fishing  my  preserves  a  few  days  ago,  killed  a  river 
trout  of  8Jlb.,  length  29in.,  girth  llin.  It  was,  indeed,  a 
grand  sjrenmen  of  a  Shannon  trout.   As  things  look  at 


present,  I  think  it  will  be  some  time  before  anglers  can 
hope  to  expect  any  sport  worth  speaking  of.  Within  the 
last  half  hour  every  rod  on  the  river,  including  our  English 
visitors,  has  been  caught  in  a  terrific  hailstorm  ard 
driven  ashore,  so  we  may  look  out  for  squalls  to-morrow. 
But  we  are  looking  out  for  better  things  in  May,  when  lots 
of  fish  are  bound  to  visit  us  with  the  cuckoo.  Those  of  us 
who  know  all  about  the  green  drake  fishing  on  Lough 
Derg,  firmly  believe  that  the  coming  season  will  turnout  a 
good  one,  because  all  this  rough  weather  and  floods  will 
prevent  the  fly  from  showing  as  early  as  during  the  past 
three  years.  S.  J.  Hurley. 

Abbey  View,  Killaloe. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  Schelling. — The  body  of  the  fly  was  so  smashed  up 
it  was  difficult  to  identify  it,  but  no  doubt  you  are  right  as 
to  its  being  a  May  Fly.  Every  year  we  get  odd  specimens 
sent  us  long  before  and  long  after  the  regular  time. 

A .  W. — Your  report  (with  many  others)  arrived  on  Good 
Friday  morning,  and,  consequently,  too  late  for  insertion, 
as,  according  to  the  notices  in  different  parts  of  the  paper 
the  previous  week,  we  published  a  day  earlier  on  account 
of  the  Easter  holidays. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

WET  FLY  v.  DRY  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — There  is  nothing  in  the  tone  of  Mr.  Henry 
Cadman's  letter  to  which  even  the  most  thin-skinned 
author  could  take  exception.  But  I  do  not  belong  to  that 
order  of  genera,  and  I  therefore  readily  admit  my  omission 
to  record  the  fact  that  a  wet  fly  is  frequently  fished  up 
stream  with  great  success.  Mr.  Cadman,  however,  must 
remember  that  the  chapter  of  my  book  to  which  he  refers, 
was  devoted  to  "  Dry  Fly,"  and  it  was  no  part  of  my  pur- 
pose to  instruct  the  tyro  in  the  myst  eries  of  the  wet  fly 
art.  With  regard  to  the  length  of  gut  I  use  and  recommend 
for  dry  fly  work,  4ft.  Gin.  is  enough  for  me,  and  those  who 
know  me  will  testify  to  the  fact  that  I  kill  my  full  share 
of  trout.  The  9ft.  casts  are  a  survival  of  the  old  times, 
when  men  dangled  three,  or  even  four,  flies  down  stream 
My  advice  to  the  beginner  in  dry  fly  work  was  to 
use  only  4ft.  of  gut  to  begin  with,  aud  to  this  ad  vies 
I  adhere,  as  I  do  to  all  the  other  recommendations  and 
statements  contained  in  "Angling  Holidays."  Accaracy 
of  casting  over  a  rising  fish  is  of  paramount  importance 
amongst  shy  trout,  and  it  is  impossible  to  control  a  long 
gut  cast  unless  the  wind  happens  to  be  all  in  your  favour 
In  our  much  fished  southern  chalk  streams,  if  you  can  put 
a  fly  a  few  inches  before  the  nose  of  a  rising  trout,  he  will 
take  without  hesitation  if  the  fly  is  right.  But  cast  three 
feet  in  front  of  him,  or  make  two  or  three  casts  before  the 
fly  comes  over  him,  and  he  will  have  none  of  it.  Mr 
Cadman  must  give  me  the  credit,  in  this  matter,  of  writing 
from  my  own  actual  every-day  experiences — I  am  not 
speaking  from  theory.  It  is  a  free  country,  and  everyone 
is  at  liberty  to  go  on  using  as  much  gut  as  they  please. 
They  can  also  lubricate  their  flies  vrith  petroleum,  £.nl 
their  winch  lines  with  deer's  fat.  As  the  result  of  my  own 
experiences,  I  swear  by  vaseline,  and,  with  Mr.  Cadman's 
permission,  will  continue  to  use  it  until  I  can  find  a  tetter 
substitute. — I  am,  yours,  &c.,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  ____ 

PERMANGANATE  OF  POTASH  IN 
PISCICULTURE. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  years  ago,  when  there  was  an 
enormous  amount  of  disease  amongst  the  salmon  in  Scot- 
land, I  suggested  in  your  paper  the  use  of  Condy's  Fluid 
(which  is  permanganate  of  potash  pure  and  simple).  I 
had  several  cases  of  disease  amongst  some  peal,  trout,  and 
perch,  and  I  found  that  by  taking  them  carefully  out  of  the 
tmks  and  wiping  off  the  diseased  spot  with  a  dry  towel 
and  painting  it  over  with  a  weak  solution  of  permanganate 
of  potash,  and  then  by  covering  it  with  a  coating  of  collo 
dion  (so  as  to  keep  .  the  water  from  it),  it  was  in  nearly 
every  case  a  perfect  cure. 

I  do  not  see  any  reason  why,  by  inserting  a  limited 
quantity,  it  might  not  be  used  with  benefit  to  purify 
water  ;  but  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  not  at 
all  a  new  application  of  this  mo3t  useful  disinfectant, 
Yours,  &c,  William  Hearder 

195,  Union-street,  Plymouth. 


THE  DEVERON. — A  STRAIGHT  TIP. 

Sir, — People  so  often  ask  about  good  river  trout 
fishing,  and  it  is  so  rare  to  find,  that  I  would 
like  to  say  from  two  different  sources  —  your  friend 

the  vicar   of   ,  in  Yorkshire,  for  one,  and  your 

old  correspondent,  "  W.  M.,"  for  another — I  can 
safely  recommend  the  trout  fishing  on  that  prince  of 
rivers,  the  Deveron,  from  the  Fife  Arms,  Banff.  Your 
friend,  the  vicar,  wrote  last  season,  and  Mr.  W.  M.  got 
the  hotel  keeper  to  write  to  me  a  few  days  ago. 

Here  is  what  your  own  clerical  friend  wrote  last  year 
to  me,  and  he  is  a  real  sportsman,  and  no  mistake,  as  you 
know  : 

"  I  came  on  here  yesterday  "  (from  Huntly,  which  he 
did  not  find  up  to  much).  "  The  river  is  about  per- 
fection, and  the  fishing  splendid.  I  sever  saw  such 
lovely  streams.  One  pool  is  almost  enough  for  a  day's 
fishing.  A  young  lad  got  thirty-four  splendid  trout 
to-day.  One  was  ljlb.  My  basket  was  so  heavy,  that 
I  had  to  leave  it  and  gend  for  it.    I  never  saw  such 


beautiful  trout— thick  and  fat,  and  they  fight  like 
Trojans.  I  am  sure  that  you  would  never  regret  coming 
here." 

I  may  add  that  Messrs.  Forrest,  of  Kelso  and  London, 
know  all  my  best  Deveron  patterns,  and  that  I  shall  be 
only  too  happy  to  write  to  anyone  who  wishes  further 
information.  I  know  the  Deveron  well,  and  I  can  fully 
appreciate  this  fisherman's  paradise. — I  am,  &c, 

  E.  M.  Tod. 

DEFORMED  SEA  TROUT  CAUGHT  IN 
LOCH  LOMOND. 
Dear  Sir,— On  August  26,  1896,  while  living  near 
Luss,  Mr.  E.  Kean,  the  genial  landlord  of  the  Rowar- 
dennan  Hotel,  on  Loch  Lomond,  sent  to  me  for  identifica- 
tion a  queer  fish  that  had  been  caught  by  net  in  the  loch 
on  the  previous  evening.  The  fish  measured  27in.  from 
the  tip  of  the  nose  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail,  while  the 
girth  in  front  of  the  dorsal  fin  was  19in.,  and  the  weight 
11  Jib.  In  forwarding  it  Mr.  Kean  ren  arked  that  several 
persons,  well  acquainted  with  the  finny  inhabitants  of  the 
loch,  who  had  seen  it,  declared  that  they  had  never  noticed 
the  like  of  this  specimen  before.  It  was  obviously  one  of 
the  salmonidie,  but  of  a  most  extraordinary  shape,  the 
contour  of  its  body  being  very  like  that  of  a  well-developed 
roach.  It  was  a  female  and  sterile,  and  in  its  stomach 
were  found  the  partly  digested  remains  of  three  good 
sized  powans  (corregonus  chipeoides),  The  back  of  the 
fish  was  of  a  dark  grey  colour,  shadiag  off  into  a  purple 
tint  on  the  sides,  and  there  was  a  fair  number  of  X-shaped 
spots  both  above  and  below  the  median  line,  and  some  dark 
spots  on  the  side  of  the  head  and  on  the  dorsal  fin.  The 
tail  fin  looked  worn,  ragged,  and  fissured,  as  if  the  beast 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  lurking,  like  a  tiger,  in  some 
rocky  recess  from  which  it  could  dart  on  its  prey,  the 
tail  being  used  as  a  lever  against  the  back  of  the  lair, 
so  as  to  add  speed  and  force  to  the .  assault.  The 
head  measured  6fin.  in  length,  and  had  the  handsome 
shape  of  that  of  the  sea  trout,  but  looked  rather  out  of 
proportion  to  the  short,  thick  body  of  the  sturdy  dwarf . 
As  I  was  at  the  time  packing  for  a  move,  there  was  no 
opportunity  of  boiling  the  fish,  so  as  to  ascertain  with 
exactitude  the  number  of  the  vertebrae,  but  the  median 
line  was  quite  straight,  and  it  was  obvious  that  the  spinal 
column  was  much  shortened.  Being  in  the  course  of  the 
autumn  in  Aberdeen,  I  described  the  fish  to  Mr.  Sim,  the 
well  known  naturalist  and  taxedermist,  and  he  also  was  of 
opinion  that  the  dumpy  shape  of  the  body  was  due  to 
shortening  of  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae.  ■  After  careful 
examination  there  was  no  difficulty  in  deciding  that  the 
fi3h  was  a  deformed  sea  trout.  In  the  case  of  the  common 
trout  (S.  fario),  individual  or  racial  deformity  is  not  un- 
common, but  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  such  is  the 
case  as  regards  the  sea  trout,  and  hence  it  seemed  desirable 
to  put  on  record  this  remarkable  instance  of  very  abnormal 
shape,  &c.  In  Day's  "  Salmonidae,"  pp.  202,  203,  various 
instances  are  given  of  deformity  affecting  the  head,  spine, 
or  tail  of  the  common  trout,  and  he  further  remarks  that 
spinal  disease  is  "  common  in  fishes."  At  the  same  time, 
it  is  well  known  that  nature  sets  her  face  against 
abnormalities  in  fish  by  killing  off  the  weak  and  deformed 
at  a  very  early  stage  of  life— at  any  rate,  such  is  the 
experience  in  hatcheries. 

My  only  regret  as  regards  this  fish  is  that  self  or  some 
other  angler  did  not  have  the  luck  to  capture  it  with  the 
red.  What  sport  such  a  heavy  and  powerful  creature  must 
have  given.— Yours  truly,        G.  Bidie,  Surgeon-Gen. 


LORD  INVERURIE'S  BIG  PIKE  LIST. 

Sir, — I  have  just  had  the  history  of  a  good  pike,  481b., 
given  me  by  an  Eton  College  celebrity,  well  known  to 
Lord  Inverurie,  in  the  shape  of  Ward,  the  ground  man  in 
the  playing  fields.  He  came  in  to  see  the  351b.  Irish  fish, 
which  is  here  on  view,  and  told  me  that  some  forty  years 
ago,  when  a  servant  at  the  castle,  a  481b.  pike  was  sent 
from  Englemere  lake  in  Windsor  Great  Park,  for  him  to 
weigh  and  clean  for  the  kitchen.  He  seems  very  certain 
about  the  weight,  and  assured  me  no  one  would  eat  it,  and 
that  ultimately  it  was  consigned  "to  the  pig  tub.  What  an 
ignominious  ending  for  such  a  fish  !  Other  specimen  fish 
I  have  known  sent  to  the  castle  for  eating  purposes, 
amongst  them  a  161b.  15oz.  Thames  trout,  and  a  71b. 
Thames  eel.  Ward  tells  me  this  481b.  pike  was  the  fish 
which  attacked  a  boy  of  the  name  of  Longhurst,  of  Ascot, 
whilst  bathing,  lacerating  one  of  his  legs,  and  on  this 
account  the  water  was  run  off  the  lake.  When  next  in 
Eton  I  would  suggest  that  his  lordship  interviews  "  Old. 
Ward  "  for  further  jarticulars. — Yours,  &c, 

B.  R.  Bambridge. 

P.S. — Mr.  Chadwell,  of  Windsor,  to  whom  I  related  the 
above  story,  corroborates,  but  says  it  was  the  arm  of  one 
of  two  boys  of  the  name  of  Longhurst,  of  Ascot.  He  re- 
members the  circumstance  well. 


BEST  WAY  TO  CATCH  BAITS. 

Dear  Sir, — If  "  Club,"  who  writes  April  10  inquiring 
as  regards  the  above  heading,  is  correct  that  the  river  (he 
does  not  mention  the  name)  is  well  stocked  with  roach  and 
dace,  he  should  not  have  much  difficulty  in  providing  his 
club  with  baits.  We  (o'd  stagers  at  the  game)  know  at 
times  they  are  a  trouble  to  find,  but  when  "  Club  "  does 
get  a  nice  lot,  as  I  suppose  happens  sometimes,  he  should 
he  careful  of  them.  1  generally  find,  if  a  little  short  of 
bait,  I  can  invariably  get  stocked  up  again  with  the  aid  of 
half  a  bushel  of  grains  in  three  or  four  likely  cornets  where 
there  is  an  eddy,  and  not  too  deep,  leaving  the  grains  in 
about  a  couple  of  hours  before  casting,  and  generally 
manage  to  cover  a  dozen  ;  and  if  he  tries  this  plan  I  fancy 
he  will  succ  el,  as  of  course  a  keeper  who  cannot  provide 
baits  for  his  "  club  "  is  "  slightly  off."— Yours,  &c. 

Holywell  Ferry,  on  the  Oueo,  A.  Sc  aro, 
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CHUB  AND  ROACH  FISHING  NEAR 
CARLISLE. 

Dear  Sie, — Replying  to  your  correspondent's  queries 
as  to  coarse  fishing  in  the  Eden,  practioilly  there  is  only 
chubbing,  and  the  best  places  for  fishing  are  in  the  imme- 
diate neighbourhood  of  Carlisle,  where  these  fish  abound. 
It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  approximate  the  average  sizes; 
but  when  I  mention  that  two  visitors  from  the  Midlands, 
fishing  within  sight  of  Carlisle  with  the  float  and 
Nottingham  reel,  landed  871b.  of  chub  in  a  day,  Mr. 
Atherton  will  see  that  the  average  weight  must  be  a  fair 
one. 

As  to  specimen  fish,  the  largest  I  have  seen  was  one 
caught  when  mionow  fishing  for  salmon.  It  weighed  41b., 
and  I  have  no  doubt  some  of  the  patriarchal  chub  still  in 
the  river  would  pull  the  beam  at  a  higher  weight.  The 
waters  of  the  Carlisle  Angling  Association  are  undoubtedly 
the  bast  for  your  correspondent's  purpose,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  leave  to  fish  would  be  procurable  on  very  gene- 
rous terms,  for  which  I  beg  to  refer  Mr.  Atherton  to  Geo. 
Coulthard,  Esq.,  hon.  secretary  Carlisle  Angling  Associa- 
tion, Carlisle.  There  is  no  close  time  for  coarse  fish,  nor 
is  there  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  lodgings  in 
Carlisle. — Yours  truly,    _____      Fletcher  Ritson, 

"  THE  LAMP  SNAKE." 
From  the  Daily  News. 
Sir, — Having  asked  some  questions  in  South  African 
papers  respecting  the  "  Lamp  Snake,"  I  fiud  an  answer  in 
the  Natal  Witness  of  Jan.  16.  The  writer  states  that  the 
appearance  is  undoubtedly  due  to  some  natural  cause. 
One  explanation  he  gives  is  that  it  may  be  attributed  to 
the  phosphorescent  annelids  so  common  im  Natal.  In 
these  the  slime  is  at  times  so  bright  that  it  leaves  a  bright 
trail  upon  the  grass  or  reeds  through  which  they  have 
passed,  whilst  the  heads  and  mouths  of  toads  and  frogs 
which  have  eaten  of  them  glow  with  a  light  like  fire-flies. 
He  says  that  he  once  saw  a  bright  light  like  a  ball  of  tire 
in  a  reed  bed  in  the  Incucu  River.  He  went  up  to  it  and 
found  it  was  a  ball  of  these  worms  which  had  rolled  up 
together,  as  worms  sometimes  do  here.  Another  possible 
cause  may  be  found  in  the  presence  of  phosphc  rescent 
eels  and  siluroid  fish,  which  are  found  respectively  in  the 
Upper  Vaal  River  and  in  the  beds  of  the  dried  up  vleys 
(pans)  of  the  Orang?  Free  State.  He  himself  had  caught 
some  of  these  eels  when  fishing  in  the  Vaal,  and  seems  to 
think  that  the  origin  of  the  "  Lamp  Snake  "  story  will  be 
traced  to  some  species  of  eel.  It  seems  that  rivers  flowing 
out  of  limestone  caves  are  common  enough  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, but  not  in  Xatil— at  least,  so  far  as  is  known — 
although,  seeing  that  the  connection  of  the  Vancluse 
Fountaia  with  a  very  extensive  system  of  "  sinks  "  (puits) 
and  underground  caverns  has  only  been  established  within 
the  last  twenty  years,  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  similar 
formations  may  not  be  discovered  in  the  Natal  Drakens- 
burg.  In  any  cise,  the  writer  admits  that  the  cave  fauna 
of  South  Africa  is  most  imperfectly  known,  and  that  it  is 
not  impossible,  therefore,  that  some  animal  belonging  to 
it  may  be  connected  with  the  "  Lamp  Snake." — I  am,  Sir, 
youi-3  obediently,  _____  H.  Readi;. 

MEMS  AND  QUERIES. 

Sir, — The  Spey  is  to  be  envied,  and  so  are  its  salmon. 
Very  exacting  indeed  must  the  fish  be  who  are  not  satis- 
fied with  a  weekly  close  time  "from  6  a.m.  on  Monday 
morning,  to  0  p.m.  on  Saturday  night,"  which  these  lucky 
fish  seem  to  enjoy,  according  to  a  recent  number  of  the 
F.  G.  ;  and  a  year  or  two  of  that  sort  of  thing  would  do 
wonders  for  many  of  our  over-fished  salmon  rivers. 

I  should  like  a  word  about  the  Shannon.  A  well-known 
ditty  tells  us  "  the  river  Shannon's  full  of  fish,  as  every- 
body knows,"  and  I  have  no  quarrel  with  the  statement ; 
but  will  the  fish  come  up  from  that  "  vasty  deep"  when 
you  "  call  them  ?  "  as  Hotspur  contemptuously  inquired  of 
the  boasting  Welsh  magician  in  another  case.  This  question 
was  suggested  to  me  by  an  exceedingly  interesting  account 
of  salmon  fishing  in  the  Nive,  which  I  lately  came  across, 
and  from  which  I  learned  the  Nive  salmon  are  never 
known  to  touch  any  lure  known  to  the  craft.  Of  course, 
I  am  well  aware  the  Shannon  fish  are  not  so  hopeless  as 
that.  I  have  killed  them  (one)  with  fly,  and  gudgeon 
(one),  and  I  read  my  "Reports  from  Rivers,"  like  a 
dutiful  subject,  and  have  even  seen  a  few  spring  fish 
killed  near  Athlone,  now  and  again,  in  my  time,  but 
what  I  want  to  get  at  is,  whether,  the  Castleconnell 
reach  excepted,  salmon  fishing  in  the  Shannon  can  be 
said  to  exist  P  Castleconnell  fishing  is,  of  course,  a  thing 
apart,  but  when  one  takes  away  the  two  or  three  miles 
over  which  it  extends,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  Shannon 
left.  What  price  this  remaining  portion  ?  Speaking  of 
"price,"  I  am  given  to  understand,  that  the  fishing  on 
this  residue  is  free,  and  that  sounds  suggestive,  not  to 
sxy  ominous. 

I  once  fished  Meelick  "ford"  for  a  week  all  I  knew 
(not  much),  and  though  the  peal  were  rising  io  hundreds 
around  me,  the  week  was  blank.  Still;  Meelick  has  a  re- 
putation of  a  kind,  and  so  has  the  Shannon  Bridge  reach, 
but  one  would  like  to  know  more  about  it.  Daily  plea- 
sure steamers  (no  leas)  are  to  ply  on  the  lordly  river  next 
summor  I  hear — as  too  much  cannot  be  done.4'or  Ireland 
in  these  days — and  the  facts  about  the  fishing,  if  known, 
might  add  to  the  number  of  tourists.    Or  it  might  not. 

Will  Shannon  spring  fish  take  a  fly  ?  Bezonian,  speak 
or  die  !  How  are  these  fine  fish  being  got  at  Castleconnell 
that  we  read  about  in  our  F.  O.  from  week  to  week 
with  yearning  despair  ?  At  Athlone  and  lower  "  fords  " 
the  gudgeon  or  collough  (stone  loach  PI  is  the  only 
thing  used.  How  is  it  in  the  classic  neighbourhood  of 
Donass  ?  O'Gorman,  in  his  "  Fishing  in  Ireland,"  lately 
running  in  the  F.  0.,  tells  us  of  getting  twelve  great 
springers  in  one  day  on  flies,  and  apparently  by  trolling 
the  flies.    Bat  is  t|,i  a  record  of  a  lost  age  ? 

And  now  will  some  Shannon  man,  who  is  postad,  kindly 


tell  me  what  is  a  croneen  ?  I  know  he  is  a  fine  trout  in 
his  way  ;  but  where  doe3  he  come  from  ?  Is  he  a  sea 
trout  ?  At  Meelick  the  Brusm  enters  the  great  river, 
and  up  it  in  summer  push  vast  numbers  of  trout  from 
Jib.  to  51b.  or  01b.,  and  making  their  way  up  small  tribu- 
taries of  this  i  iver  arc,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  netted  out 
in  thousands  when  the  passing  spates,  which  bring  them 
up  fall.  These  are  croneens.  They  look  very  like  Mr.  Tod's 
pet  aversion,  the  bally  bull  trout,  but  seem,  bo  far  as  I 
can  depend  upon  a  somewhat  hazy  recollection,  to  be  a 
trifle  brighter  in  colour.    What  is  the  croneen,  anyway  ? 

_____  Mona. 

CURIOUS  CAPTURE  OF  TWO  TROUT  ON  ONE 
FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  some  particulars  from  Mr. 
Pyne,  of  Launceston,  who  caught  the  21b.  trout  that  I 
reported  recently.  He  was  fishing  with  a  small  Blue 
and  Silver  Twist,  and  hooked  a  small  trout  in  a  deep 
pool.  The  fish  made  f  or  the  bottom,  and  on  his  putting  a 
slight  tension  on  his  line,  it  seemed  as  if  it  was  entangled 
in  the  weeds.  A  little  stronger  pull  proved  this  not  to  be 
the  case,  for  the  line  ran  out  and  the  reel  gave  out  the 
music  that  is  so  much  beloved  by  a  fisherman.  He  then 
found  that  he  had  on  a  very  large  fish,  which  had  evidently 
taken  the  smaller  one.  He  played  it  for  about  twenty 
minutes,  when,  to  his  horror,  the  small  fish  was  disgorged, 
fly  and  all,  but  the  large  one  was  evidently  tired  out,  and 
he  managed,  with  his  hands,  to  throw  it  out  on  the  bank 
from  the  shallow  water  where  it  was  laying.  On  examining 
the  small  fish,  he  found  that  it  was  hooked  loosely  in  the 
lip  with  the  barbed  part  outwards,  so  that  there  was  a 
chance  of  the  large  fish  being  hooked  by  the  same  fly.  It 
is  a  very  curious  capture,  and  one  worth  recording. — 
Yours,  sc.,  William  Hearder  (Plymouth). 


A  FEW  QUERIES. 
Sir, — Do  any  remains  of  the  tavern  at  Hoddesdon 
exist  of  which  Piscator"  says:  "I  know  the  Thatcht 
House  very  well.  I  often  make  it  my  resting-place,  and 
taste  a  cup  of  ale  there,  for  which  liquor  that  place  is  very 
remarkable." 

Artificial  fly  fishing  is  of  very  ancient  date.  "  .ZElian," 
in  his  "  History  of  Animals,"  tells  how  the  Macedonian 
angler,  on  the  banks  of  Astreus,  made  the  fly  Hippnrus. 

Fish  and  Fleas. — "Lawk,  sir!"  said  an  old  fellow 
near  Cromer  to  "  T.  D.  P.,"  "  times  is  as  you  may  look-in 
my  flannel  shirt  and  scarce  see  a  flea,  and  then  tyiere  ain't 
but  a  werry  few  herrins  ;  but  times  that'll  be  right  alive 
with  'em,  and  then  there's  sartin  sure  to  be  a  sight  o' 
fish."  ("  Notes  and  Queries,"  Oct.  7,  1865.) 

Can  any  of  your  readers  inform  me  if  it  be  possible  to 
obtain  a  catalogue  of  all  the  books  published  on  angling 
up  to  a  certain  date  ;  and,  if  so,  where  can  it  be  seen  or 
obtained  ? — I  am,  &c,  A. 

[The  Bibliotheca  Piscatoria  is  out  of  print,  but  we  can 
get  "  A."  a  copy.— Ed.]  i 

THE  DEVERON— A  QUERY. 

Sir, — The  object  of  the  question  you  were  kind  enough 
to  publish  under  this  heading  was  to  elicit  the  source  of 
the  information  on  which  H.  W.'s  report  was  based.  His 
letter  in  your  issue  to  you  merely  repeats  the  statements 
made,  and  tells  us  of  his  own  belief  in  their  truth  and  in 
the  capability  of  his  informants  ;  but  he  does  not  give  their 
names  nor  does  he  say  that  he  has  a  personal  knowledge  of 
the  facts.  His  reply,  therefore,  is  of  no  assistance  in  an 
endeavour  to  test  the  accuracy  of  these  assertions,  which 
are  directly  contrary  to  my  personal  experience  and  to  the 
information  in  my  possession  from  all  parts  of  the  river 
(above  the  dyke),  and  also  derived  from  "  gentlemen  who 
are  in  close  contact  with  the  Deveron  salmon  fishings." 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  true  ttite  of  affairs 
on  this  river  will  understand  how  important  that  the  real 
origin  of  these  reports  should  be  known,  and  I  trust  you 
will  permit  me  to  repeat  the  question  in  the  hope  that 
H.  W.  will  say  from  whom  he  received  his  information. — 
Yours,  &c,  _____  D. 

THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 

Sir, — The  above  worn-out  topic  is  again  revived  for  all 
that  it  is  worth  in  the  interest  of  a  few  cranks.  However,  for 
the  information  of  the  many,  it  is  as  well  to  place  on  record 
impartially  the  opinions  of  anglers,  and  particularly  of 
members  of  the  Central,  which  have  been  expressed  with 
no  uncertain  sound.  Firstly,  at  the  meeting  of  anglers  in 
the  north-west  district,  at  the  Camden  A.S.,  on  March  29, 
when  representatives  from  twenty-nine  clubs  were  present, 
twenty-one  of  the  Central,  and  eight  of  the  A. A.,  and  a 
resolution  against  amalgamation  was  here  carried  unani- 
mously ;  secondly,  a  meeting  of  South  London  Anglers,  held 
at  the  William  IV.,  Wandsworth-road,  on  Wednesday, 
April  7,  and  the  voting  here  is  fifty-five  against  amalgama- 
tion, and  five  in  favour  ;  thirdly,  at  the  Central's  delegate 
meeting,  on  Monday,  April  5,  when  delegates  from  forty- 
eight  clubs  were  present,  the  question  was  thoroughly 
discussed,  and  in  the  opinion  of  those  present  amalgama- 
tion was  undesirable,  fifty-eight  voting  against  and  only 
three  in  favour  j  fourthly,  at  tho  meeting  at  the  Colhng- 
wood  A.S.,  on  Monday,  12th  inst.,  twenty-five  societies 
were  represented,  and  hore  a  unanimous  vote  against 
amalgamation  was  passed  with  much  enthusiasm  ;  lastly, 
at  the  meeting  held  at  the  Coffee  Poc,  Warwick-lane,  City, 
on  Tuesday,  13th  inst.,  a  voto  against  tho  amalgamation 
was  carried  by  fifty-six  votes  to  forty-four. 

It  should  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  this  meeting 
that  a  brako  load  of  individuals,  many  of  whom  it  is  cer- 
tain were  not  anglers,  drove  up  a  few  minutes  before  the 
vote  was  taken,  and  after  all  the  speeches  oil  the  subject 
had  been  delivered,  voting  as  directed  by  tho  promoters, 
and  included  in  the  forty-four.  What  a  farce!  It  is  by 
such  wretched  taotios  as  these  they  hope  to  ooeroe  the 


members  of  the  Central.  Surely  any  .man  in  his  right 
senses  can  see  what  is  meant ;  therefore  the  Central,  as 
practical  men,  do  not  mean  to  brook  any  interference  at 
present  with  their  affairs,  which  have  worked  so  smoothly 
and  well  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

I  find  that  a  certain  irrepressible  malcontent  is  again, 
with  a  few  of  his  friends,  engaged  in  his  favourite  pastime 
of  attacking  the  Central.  It  is  only  too  plain  that  these 
individuals  never  would  or  could  be  satisfied  with  anything 
or  anybody — but  themselves.  I  therefore  do  not  propose 
to  waste  valuable  time  and  space  on  them,  but  simply  to 
refer  all  to  the  above  crushing  results,  showing  that  the 
working  man  angler  does  not  mean  to  be  put  down  by  such 
trumpery  agitators,  who  have  always  been  doing  their 
utmost  to  create  strife  and  dissension  for  their  own  ends. 

The  Central  can  and  do  confidently  claim  to  be,  par 
excellence,  the  one  association  which  has  studied  the  true 
interests  of  the  genuine  angler.  Its  continued  advance- 
ment is  a  testimony. 

It  is  rubbish  to  say  no  increase  in  the  price  of  the 
privilege  ticket  is  likely  to  take  place.  The  nuance  com; 
mittee  would  ask,  and  obtain  somehow,  powers  to  incur 
unlimited  expenditure,  which  would  have  to  be  met.  It 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  2s.  per  ticket  has  been  found 
insufficient  in  the  past,  and  a  suggestion  was  made  that  it 
should  be  increased  to  3s.  Another  proposal,  emanating, 
I  think,  from  the  Highbury  A.S.,  is  that  an  additional  Is. 
should  be  charged  for  preservation  ;  others  have  suggested 
that  Is.  should  be  added  for  benevolence.  And  so  it  would 
continue  to  rise,  rise,  rise.  The  only  stumbling  block  is 
the  Central ;  hence  the  desire  of  the  agitators  to  remove 
the  obstacle,  or,  in  other  words,  to  crush  the  Central. 
Yet  these  self-appointed  leaders  will  continue  to  tell  you 
there  is  not  the  remotest  chance  of  the  price  being 
increased.  Truly  the  simplicity  of  some  persons  is 
ludicrous  ! 

The  Central  was  not  consulted  by  the  promoters,  nor 
even  invited  to  attend.  However,  its  position  is  secure, 
sound,  solid,  and  beneficial ;  and,  having  been  compelled  to 
defend  themselves,  do  not  now  intend  to  budge  an  inch.— 
Yours  obediently,  _____  W.  J.  Wade. 

Dear  Sir, — If  every  club  in  London  and  suburbs  of 
both  associations  would  call  a  special  meeting,  and  each 
separate  society  send  the  opinions  of  their  members  under 
cover  to  a  certain  meeting  house  for  receiving  said  letters 
on  a  date  to  be  named,  when  all  clubs  should  call  their  mem- 
bers together  in  order  that  clubs  interested  in  this  important 
matter  may  send  in  the  opinions  of  their  meetings  (how 
many  for  and  how  many  against  from  each  society)  at  the 
time  appointed.  I  think  if  this  can  be  carried  out  we  shall 
get  at  the  tiue  feelings  of  our  great  body  of  anglers. 
There  are  hundreds  who  cannot  attend  meetings,  and 
plenty  who  do  attend  are  crowded  out  of  the  room  and 
cannot  vote.  Therefore  this  method,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  seems  to  be  the  only  way  to  get  a  true,  honest, 
and  correct  vote  which  way  the  question  is  to  be  settled. — 
Yours  respectfully,  E.  Brockett. 

(Original  Alexandra  A.S.) 


Sir, — It  has  been  said  that  a  certain  correspondent, 
writing  under  the  nom  de  plume  of  "  Fin,"  was  one  of 
the  first  to  advocate  and  expatiate  on  the  well-worn 
subject  of  "amalgamation."  That  person,  I  believe,  is 
none  other  than  the  short  time  London  editor  of  a 
provincial  angling  journal,  assisted  by  another  London 
scribe,  who,  up  to  lately,  has  been  a  constant  visitor  to  the 
delegate  meetings  of  the  Central  Association,  where  he 
no  doubt  obtained  all  the  knowledge  he  possesses  regarding 
clubs  and  club  life,  and  has  chosen  by  way  of  thanks, 
Judas  like,  to  turn  on  those  who  always  treated  him  with 
every  consideration  and  courtesy.  And  the  worthy  doctor — 
promoter,  chairman,  supreme  dictator,  and,  still  more 
appropriately,  "  dupe  "  of  the  above  "  meddlemucks  " — 
himself  admits  knowing  little  or  nothing  outside  the 
brilliant  society  to  which  he  is  attached.  Taking  them 
at  their  respective  merit,  one  is  noted  for  bluster,  brag, 
and  causing  discord  ;  the  other  has  shown  himself  up  in 
his  true  light ;  and  the  last  of  the  trio  no  doubt  is  acting 
under  influence,  and  the  impression  that  he  is  doing  right 
(it  is  hoped  by  this  time  he  has  discovered  his  error),  and 
London  anglers  are  asked  to  look  up  to  these  people  as 
their  absolute  deliverers,  and  urge  them  to  withdraw  their 
allegiance  to  that  association  which  for  twenty  years  has 
freely,  and  without  advertisement  or  payment,  worked 
for  and  succeeded  in  placing  the  Central  Association  in 
its  present  envious  position.  And  to  cap  it  all,  out  of  the 
forty-eight  representatives  who  attended  the  delegate 
meeting  of  the  Central  on  April  5,  acting  under  their 
clubs'  special  instructions,  forty-six  unanimously  declared 
for  "  solidity  and  the  Central  Association." — Yours,  &c, 
C.  Roberts  (Seymour  Brothers  A.S.). 


A  yocno  man  of  my  acquaintance,  says  the  Norfolk 
Standard,  picked  up  his  coat  asit  lay  in  the  warehouse, 
and,  according  to  the  statute  made  and  provided  in  such 
cases,  thrust  his  arm  into  the  sleeve  with  the  idea  of  hoist- 
ing the  affair  on  to  his  back.  As  he  did  so,  a  big  blaok 
rat  ran  out  at  the  cuff  and  made  off,  and  as  he  moved  for 
the  other  sleeve  out  bolted  another,  now  manjr  there 
were  in  the  pockets  I  forget,  but  I  know  the  story  is  true, 
because  I  have  seen  the  jacket,  sloeves  and  all. 


A  IIOUNK  Buil/T  UPON  TnE  Sanh  cannot  havo  a  permanent 
foundation;  ami  the  same  may  bo  said  of  every  undertaking  In 
lire.  Success,  to  have  a  permanont  effect,  must  be  built  upon 
something  solid,  or  it  will  crumble  iutu  ashes  when  Kcomingl.i 
within  our  grasp.  Tho  foundation  of  anything  of  value  must  be 
carefully  laid,  or  it  will  soon  become  useless.  This  remark  is 
particularly  applicable  in  reference  to  our  health,  for  if  it  in  not 
firmly  established  through  the  blood  being  puio  and  the  Htomaeh 
lu  regular  order,  we  are  liable  at  any  timo  to  bo  fatally  attacked 
by  disease.  Holloway's  Fills  and  Ointmont  lay  a  foundation  of 
goofl  health  wnloh  will  be  permanent  and  strong  as  a  rock. 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  1st,  1897. 
<>  THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DRY  FLY."* 


"  I  was  very  much  excited.  Sometimes  I  gave  a  jerk 
and  a  pull,  and  then  the  fish  would  give  a  jerk  and  a  pull. 
Directly  I  heard  some  one  running  towards  me,  and  then  I 
heard  Euphemia  cry  out — 

"' Give  him  the  butt !    Give  him  the  butt ! 

"  '  Give  bim  what  ?  '  I  exclaimed,  without  having  time 
even  to  look  at  her. 

"  '  The  butt !  the  butt ! '  she  cried,  breathlessly. 

"  '  I  know  that's  right !  I  read  how  Edward  Everett 
Hale  did  it  in  the  Adirondacks.' 

"  '  No ;  it  wasn't  Hale  at  all,'  said  I,  as  I  jumped  about 
the  bank.    '  It  was  Mr.  Murray.' 

"  '  Well,  it  was  one  of  those  fishing  ministers,  and  I 
know  that  it  caught  the  fish.' 

"  '  I  h)w,  I  know  ;  I  read  it,  but  I  don't  know  how  to 

"  '  Perhaps  you  ought  to  punch  him  with  it,'  said  she." 

— Rudder  Orange. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  I  think,  that  moat  dry 
fly  anglers  will  endorse  the  opinion  of  this  book 
given  by  the  Marquis  of  Granby,  himself  a  keen 
dry  fly  man,  when  he  says :  "  No  fisherman, 
however  accomplished,  can  have  learnt  so  much  as 
to  be  above  adding  to  his  knowledge  by  studying 
a  work  such  as  "  The  Book  of  the  Dry  Fly,"  which 
— from  the  mass  of  information  it  supplies  ;  from 
its  sketches  of  that  delightful  scenery  which 

*  The  Book  of  the  Dey  Fly.  By  George  A.  B. 
Dewar,  with  contributions  by.  the  Marquis  of  Granby  and 
J.  B.  Booth.  Illustrated.  London  :  Lawrence  and  Bullen, 
Limited. 
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always  surrounds  a  trout  stream  in  whatever 
county  it  may  be  ;  and  from  the  evidences  which 
appear  on  every  page  that  its  author  is 
thoroughly  in  sympathy  with  the  feelings,  desires, 
and  hopes  of  everyone  who  follows  this  charming 
sport — will,  I  am  confident,  prove  a  volume 
worthy  of  being  included  in  every  angler's 
library." 

That  delicious  bit  from  "  Rudder  Grange  shows 
Mr.  Dewar  knows  a  good  fish  story  when  he  sees 
it,  and  he  gives  others. 

That  he  has  a  high  opinion  of  the  art  of  dry  fly 
fishing  will  be  seen  by  the  following  comparison : 

"The  dry  fly  fisherman  selects  a  particular  fish  and 
endeavours  to  deceive  it,  just  as  a  gunner,  who  is  anything 
of  a  sportsman,  selects  a  particular  partridge  out  of  a 
covey  and  shoots  at  that  bird  alone.  He  picks  his  fish 
often  out  of  several  which  are  rising  within  sight  and  easy 
range,  just  as  the  gunner  picks  his  bird  instead  of  firing 
into  '  the  brown  of  them.'  It  is  an  interesting  enough 
sight  to  see  a  good  sportsman  mark  down,  follow  up,  and 
bag  a  brace,  or  a  couple  of  brace,  of  birds,  which  have 
scittered  themselves  in  a  little  field  of  clover-heads  or 
mustard.  With  what  entire  absence  of  fluster  he  covers 
th.9  ground,  and  brings  to  earth,  possibly  stone  dead,  each 
Mrd  as  it  rises,  never  unduly  hurrying,  and  yet  gettrog 
straight  to  work  without  the  loss  of  a  minute  !  But  this 
performance  is  as  nothing  compared  with  that  of  the  per- 
fect dry  fly  fisherman,  who,  having  marked  several  gocd 
trout  rising  within  a  short  radius,  picks  them  up  one  by 
one  in  the  most  masterful  style,  where  an  inferior  hand 
would  probably,  in  playing  the  first,  scare  all  the  others.' 

It  will  be  evident  from  this  that  Mr.  Dewar  is 
more  of  an  enthusiast  for  the  rod  than  the  gun, 
which  is  as  it  should  be— but  I  doubt  if  your  keen 
shot  would  admit  for  a  moment  the  "  is  as  nothing 
comparison." 

I  am  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Dewar  is  not  half  a 
fly  fisher,  i.e.,  a  dry  fly  man  and  nothing  more- 
he  admits  the  value,  and  I  think  I  may  say  the 
equality  also— as  certainly  I  do  myself— of  the 
higher  branches  of  the  wet  fly  art.  I  cannot, 
however,  agree  with  him  when  he  says :  "  The 
dry  fly  is  as  obviously  out  of  place  on  the  wet  fly 
water,  as  the  wet  fly  is  on  the  dry  fly  stream" 

I  have  never  yet  seen  a  wet  fly  stream  which  was 
unsuited  to  dry  fly  work,  or  a  dry  fly  stream  on 
which  the  wet  fly  was  not  at  times  the  only  way  to 
get  fish  at  all.  Few  men  killed  more  good  fish  in 
a  season  than  my  late  friend,  Mr.  Thomas 
Andrews,  of  Guildford,  and  his  plan  was— when- 
ever he  could  use  it  without  wounding  the  extra 
sec  susceptibilities  of  the  owner  of  the  water  he 
was  fishing— to  fish  the  stream  with  a  wet  fly, 
usually  a  March  Brown  or  Pink  Wickham—  and 
his  fishing  was  practically  all  done  on  dry  fly 
waters. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  art  of  dry  fly 
fishing  is  a  perfect  baby  in  age  as  compared  with 
wet,  and  up  to  within  comparatively  recent  years 
it  was  the  custom  to  fish  the  Itchen,  Test,  Wylye, 
Kennett,  Lambourne,  Stour,  Lea,  Yer,  and  other 
dry  fly  waters  with  nothing  but  wet  fly,  and  with 
probably  as  much  success  as  at  present. 

Unless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  a  few  years  ago 
the  member  of  the  late  Houghton  Glub  who  killed 
the  most  fish  in  the  season  was  one  who  always 
fished  in  the  wet  fly  style. 

Here  is  a  statement  which  the  majority  of  wet 
fly  anglers  will  not  accept : 

"As  a  rule  the  wet  fly  angler  fishes  down  or  across 
stream,  and  does  not  strike  till  he  feels  his  fish." 

Mr.  Dewar  adds : 


"It  is  true  many  good  anglers  hold  that  it  is  much 
more  deadly  to  fish  even  with  the  wet  fly  upstream. 
...  On  the  other  hand ,  the  wet  fly  angler  who  fishes 
upstream  often  cannot  tell  for  the  life  of  him,  in  the 
rapid-flowing  water  in  which  he  angles,  whether  a  trout 
has  taken  one  of  his  flies  or  not  until  he  raises  his  rod  jor 
the  next  cast." 

Shade  of  Stewart ! 

"  The  wet  fly  fisherman  does  not,  as  a  rule,  cist  his  flies 
over  a  particular  tr  mt  which  he  sees  feeding.  .  .  .  He 
does  not  lay  himself  out  to  cpntrive  the  destruction  of 
certain  selected  trout  and  grayling." 

Well,  I  can  only  say  that  I  never  met  a  wet  fly 
fisherman  who  was  not  constantly  on  the  look-out 
for  rising  fish,  or  did  not  select  from  any  that 
were  rising  those  which  seemed  to  be  the  best 
fish.  The  secret  of  successful  upstream  wet  fly 
fishing  is  seeing  thelfish  take  your  fly  and  striking 
instantly.  I  have  done  it  times  out  of  number,  in 
such  rapid  water  as  one  finds  on  the  Barle,  Exe, 
Dove,  Coquet,  Eden,  Whitadder,  &c. ;  but  even  if 
you  do  not  always  see  the  rise,  or  the  flash  of  the 
fish's  side  as  he  turns  after  rising,  you  see  or  feel 
the  line  pulled,  and  must  respond  instantly.  I 


think  Mr.  Dewar  would  have  done  better  not  to 
attempt  to  compare  dry  fly  fishing.which  it  is  clear 
he  does  understand,  with  the  highest  branches  oi 
wet  fly  fishing,  which  it  is  clear,  from  his  descrip- 
tions, he  does  not,  because  a  young  angler  who 
took  his  descriptions  for  gospel  would  get  a  very 
erroneous  idea  of  the  scientific  side  of  wet  fly 
fishing. 

"  It  would  probably  not  be  too  much  to  say  that  it  is 
no  more  satisfaction  to  him  (the  wet  fly  man)  to  hook  and 
land  a  selected  feeding  fish,  than  to  hook  in  a  rough  bit  or 
water  a  fish  of  whose  existence^  till  the  tug  on  the  line 
came,  he  was  perfectly  unaware." 

I  think  every  wet  fly  angler  will  agree  with  me 
that  this  is  not  only  "  too  much "  to  say,  but 
that  it  is  absolutely  untrue. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  supposed  for  one 
moment  that  Mr.  Dewar  writes  thus  about  wet 
fly  fishing  in  order  to  disparage  it.  In  one  place 
he  says  if  he  can  describe  the  difference  between 
wet  and  dry  fly  fishing,  without  offending  the 
believers  in  the  wet  fly,  he  will  be  more  for- 
tunate than  many  who  attempt  to  do  so.  If  he 
has  not  been  more  fortunate  it  is  simply  because 
he  does  not  understand  the  wet  branch  of  the  art 
as  he  does  his  favourite  dry  branch. 

"What  is  the  proper  distance  to  put  a  dry  fly 
on  the  water  above  a  rising  fish  ? 

There  is  no  absolutely  correct  distance  in  inches, 
because  it  depends  on  so  many  things,  such  as 
size  of  your  fly,  nature  of  the  water,  position  of  the 
fish,  state  of  the  wind,  &c.    But  only  the  other  day 
I  noticed  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  that  that  clever 
dry  fly  hand,  Mr.  Gedney,  mentioned  "  six  inches," 
and  on  page  45  of  this  book  Mr.  Dewar  gives  "  six 
inches  "  as  the  distance  above  a  rising  fish  for  the 
angler's  fly  to  fall.    I  do  not  suppose  that  either 
Mr.  Gedney  or  Mr.  Dewar  mean  that  they  always 
put  their  fly  down  with  this  mathematical  precision. 
Even  if  you  can  do  it,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  unwise, 
unless  you  know  it  is  your  only  chance  of  getting 
the  fly  over  a  fish  without  drag.    I  am  convinced, 
from  experience,  that  unless  you  know  the  fly  will 
drag  quickly,  i.e.,  within  a  few  seconds,  and  that 
no  move  on  your  part  can  prevent  it,  it  is  much 
safer  to  cast  a  foot  or  even  a  yard  above  a  fish. 
Of  course,  there  is  much  less  danger  of  scaring  a 
fish  in  dropping  a  treble  or  double,  or  even  a 
single  0  fly  6in.  above  him  than  there  is  in  doing 
the  same  thing  with  fly  with  weight  in  it  like  a 
May  Fly,  Alder,  Sedge,  &c.    I  know  many  places 
where  your  only  chance  of  killing  is  to  put  the 
fly  almost  over  the  fish,  simply  because  it  will 
drag  if  you  put  it  much  above  him — but  such 
places  are  the  exception,  and  exceptions  prove  the 
rule. 

As  regards  the  question  of  oiling  a  fly,  or  not  _ 
.piling  a  fly,  that  is  entirely  a  matter  of  taste.  Mr. 
"Dewar  does  not  attach  much  importance  to  the 
"  oil  tip  ; "  in  fact,  he  quotes  some  remarks  of  his 
about  it  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  which  are  not 
exactly  complimentary.  He  says :  "The  angler 
who  is  not  up  to  the  exertion  of  drying  his  fly  in 
the  usual  method,  is  about  on  a  par  with  the 
gunner  who  takes  his  camp-stool  out  pheasant 
shooting."  Well,  I  should  say  that  the  man  who 
prefers  to  dry  his  fly,  or  attempt  to  do  so  on  a 
soaking  wet  day,  in  the  "  usual  method,"  when  he 
can  make  his  fly  float  with  far  more  certainty  and 
infinitely  less  exertion  by  the  new  method,  is  on  a 
par  with  the  man  who  prefers  the  old  muzzle- 
loader  to  the  breechloader. 

The  man  who  made  dry  fly  fishing  popular  and 
generally  practical— I  am  careful  to  say  he  did  not 
invent  it,  for  he  would  be  the  last  to  claim  that — 
was  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall,  the  chief  exponent  of  the  eyed 
hook  and  the  dry  fly.  I  think  Mr.  Hall  will  readily 
admit  that  after  our  mutual  friend,  the  late 
Francis  Francis,  had  sat  upon  the  eyed  hook  in 
the  Field,  my  very  warm  advocacy  of  it  in  the 
Fishing  Gazette  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and  my 
putting  him  in  communication  with  Mr.  Geo. 
Holland,  then  a  wet  fly  dresser  of  Fails  worth,  near 
Manchester,  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  making 
the  fascinating  art  of  dry  fly  fishing  so  popular  as 
it  has  become.  Anyone  who  writes  the  history  ot 
dry  fly  fishing  fairly  will  have  to  go  to  the  columns 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  true  history  of  the 
early  development  of  the  art. 

One  of  my  first  practical  teachers  in  dry  fly  fish- 
ing was  my  friend  Major  Turle,  one  of  the  very  best 
anglers  I  every  met  in  my  life.  He  showed  me 
his  method  of  attaching  gut  to  an  eyed  hook  when 
I  first  fished  with  him  on  the  Test.  I  described 
and  illustrated  it,  and  called  it  the  "  Turle  knot," 
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and  as  such  it  has  been  known  and  appreciated 
ever  since. 

Many  a  score  of  times  since  Major  Turle 
showed  me  his  simple  but  perfect  attachment, 
have  I  fastened  a  fly  to  a  link  of  gut  by  it  almost 
in  the  dark,  and  rarely  without  thinking  of  him 
and  mentally  thanking  him.  Then  my  old  friend 
Thomas  Andrews,  as  jolly  and  as  keen  an  angler 
as  ever  man  could  wish  to  meet,  when  he  told  me 
of  the  "  oil  tip,"  I  was,  to  say  the  least,  sceptical. 
I  tried  it  and  condemned  it.  I  tried  it  again,  and 
was  converted,  and  I  published  it  and  made  it 
known  through  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  I  will 
ask  those  thousands  of  dry  fly  men  who  now  use 
it  whether  they  agree  with  Mr.  Dewar  or  with  me 
as  to  whether  "  the  good  sportsman  will  trouble 
his  head  about  it "  or  not.  I  say  that  since  Mr. 
Hall  gave  us  the  eyed  hook  it  is  the  greatest  boon 
and  blessing  that  the  dry  fly  fisherman  has  ever 
received.  Some  of  them  laugh  at  it,  some  of  them 
sneer  at  it,  but  they  all  use  it — if  not  as  petroleum, 
then  as  vaseline,  which  is  only  another  form  of  it 
— not  half  so  go  in  my  opinion.  When  I  first 
tried  petroleum  or  paraffin  I  thought  it  was  a 
perfect  delusion.  I  thought  it  made  the  dry  fly 
sink  rather  more  quickly  than  an  unoiled  fly,  and 
so  it  does  at  first.  Oil  a  fly  and  make  a  cast,  and 
what  happens?  Why,  it  simply  absquatulates. 
But  get  rid  of  the  excess  of  oil  by  a  few  casts 
in  the  air  and  on  the  water,  and  your  fly 
begins  to  float  as  it  never  did  before.  In  the 
roughest  wet  day,  on  the  roughest  water,  you  can 
now  make  your  fly  float  like  a  haystack.  I  have 
fished  through  tons  of  rain,  and  seen  my  fly 
float  as  merrily  as  on  a  bright,  dry  day,  and  seen 
big  trout  come  up  and  take  it  when  it  would  have 
been  impossible  to  make  a  fly  float  at  all  in  the 
ante-oil  days. 

But,  as  I  said  before,  those  who  prefer  to  go  on 
drying  their  flies  in  the  old  way  by  making  a 
dozen  casts  when  one  or  two  will  do,  can  of  course 
do  so,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  them  ;  if  they 
think,  as  Mr.  Dewar  appears  to  do,  that  it  shows 
grit  to  blister  their  fingers  unnecessarily,  let  them 
think  so. 

Mr.  Dewar's  book  ought  to  have  a  good  sale, 
not  only  because  it  is  so  interesting  and  well 
written — the  unartificial  descriptions  of  natural 
scenery  in  it  are  among  the  best  I  know  in  any 
angling  work — but  because  it  contains  a  whole 
magazine  of  explosives  in  the  way  of  statements 
which  the  reader  will  challenge.  It  would  be  a 
capital  book,  for  instance,  to  read  extracts  from 
at  one  of  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club. 

Here,  for  instance,  is  a  statement  about  the 
grayling  which  Hampshire  anglers  will  not 
endorse. 

"It  does  not  speak  very  well  for  the  grayling  that  he 
does  often  take  the  '  dragged '  fly,  and  takes  it  in 
preference,  strange  to  relate,  to  the  fly  sailing  down 
properly,  at  a  time  when  he  is  actually  feeding  on  the 
natural  fly.  Mr.  Senior,  and  mxny  other  undoubted 
authorities,  have  a  high  opinion  of  the  grayling  as  a 
sporting  fish  ....  but  it  is  poor  fun,  so  far  as  my 
experience  goes,  to  angle  for  him  with  the  dry  fly.  I  have 
never  happened  to  kill  a  grayling  on  the  Test  or  the 
Itchen." 

If  you  had,  Mr.  Dewar,  you  would  never  have 
penned  the  paragi'aph  I  have  just  quoted ;  I 
should  much  like  to  pilot  you  in  October  to  some 
Hampshire  grayling  water,  I  think  you  would 
decide  to  re-write  your  remarks  about  the 
grayling.  I  have  had  fights  with  both  Test, 
and  Itchen  and  Costa  grayling  which  equalled 
anything  a  trout  of  the  size  could  do. 

It  is  curious  to  read  such  a  statement  as  that 
grayling  are  "  most  likely  to  rise  properly  at  the 
fly,  like  a  trout,"  when  they  are  spawning  and 
thoroughly  out  of  condition. 

Is  "  the  ideal  day  for  dry  fly  fishing  a  windless, 
or  a  practically  windless  one  "  ? 

Does  the  "  dry  fly  fisherman  not  want  to  see  a 
ripple  on  the  water  "  ? 

Only  the  ideal  dry  fly  fisherman  can  hanker 
after  such  calm  joys. 

Mr.  Dewar  gives  some  interesting  extracts  from 
Col.  Hawker's  diary  respecting  the  sport  he  had 
at  Longparish,  on  the  Test,  in  the  very  early 
years  of  this  century — between  Trafalgar  and 
Waterloo,  what  grand  sport  the  colonel  had  with 
his  wet  "  Yellow  Dun  at  bottom  and  Red  Palmer 
Bob." 

Mr.  Dewar  notes  what  is  certainly  true,  viz., 
that  the  May  Fly  one  sees  on  the  upper  reaches  of 
the  Thames  is  a  "  poor-looking,  dusky  little  insect 


compared  to  the  fly  of  the  Kennet."  I  have  had 
May  Flies  sent  to  me  from  all  parts  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  I  find  that  flies  from 
comparatively  poor  waters  are  as  Mr.  Dewar 
describes  them  ;  by  poor  waters  I  mean  waters  in 
a  poor  land — the  richer  the  land  a  stream  flows 
through  the  bigger  and  fatter  are  the  May  Flies, 
and  so  are  the  sheep  and  cattle. 

If  Mr.  Dewar  has  not  done  so,  he  ought  to  see 
the  new  cylindrical  steel  which  Messrs.  Carter  and 
Co.  are  using  for  their  steel  centre  rods,  as  I  see 
he  says  he  often  uses  a  rod  composed  of  hollow 
steel  tubes,  in  which  the  line  runs  up  the  inside  of 
the  rod  and  out  at  the  top.  It  is  perfectly  true, 
as  he  remarks,  that  "  each  man  when  content  with 
his  own  rod  thinks  it  the  best  he  has  ever 
handled,  and.  when  thoroughly  accustomed  to  it, 
finds  most  other  ones  difficult  to  use.  The  late 
John  Bright,  a  keen  salmon  fisherman,  is  recorded 
to  have  said  that  in  his  experience  anglers  never 
agreed  on  any  piscatorial  subject."  That  is  just 
what  makes  Mr.  Dewar's  book  such  good  reading ; 
he,  as  it  were,  puts  up  a  rising  trout  on  every  page, 
and  you  simply  feel  you  must  stop  and  have  a  go 
at  it. 

For  instance,  he  continually  uses  the  expression 
"backwaters"  when  referring  more  particularly 
to  such  a  river  as  the  Derbyshire  Wye.  I  have 
often  fished  that  river  from  Bakewell  to  its 
junction  with  the  Derwent,  and  many  like  it, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  such  a  term  as  backwater 
can  be  fairly  applied  to  the  little  bays  and  bends 
of  such  streams.  "  Backwater "  seems  to  be 
identified  with  those  blind  water  alleys  one  meets 
with  on  the  Thames  and  our  larger  rivers.  It  is 
too  big  a  name  for  those  delightful  little  bends 
and  bays  met  with  on  any  slow  winding  trout 
stream. 

His  chapter  on  "  Dibbing  with  the  Dry  Fly  "  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  book,  and  I  agree  with  him 
that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  fun  to  be  got  out 
of  poking  about  in  a  difficult  and,  for  ordinary 
casting  work,  impossible  length  of  water  over- 
grown with  trees  and  bushes,  and  catching  big 
unsophisticated  troiit  in  places  which  most 
anglers  give  the  "  go  by "  to.  About,  eighteen 
yeai-s  ago  the  late  Emil  Weeger,  a  famous 
Austrian  angler  (inventor  of  the  now  universally 
used  "Weeger"  or  "universal"  winch  fitting, 
first  brought  out  by  Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers), 
sent  me  a  most  ingenious  arrangement  for  fixing 
to  your  dibbing  rod  for  fishing  in  the  very  old 
style  of  dibbing,  but  with  an  artificial  in  place  of 
a  natural  fly.  I  forget  the  exact  arrangement, 
but  I  remember  you  were  enabled  by  it  to  impart 
a  rotary  spin  to  your  fly.  You  dropped  it  on  the 
surface  when  you  saw  a  good  trout  sailing  along, 
and  then  pulled  an  indiarubber  band  near  the 
winch,  which  caused  the  fly  to  spin  round  to  the 
right,  and  then  to  the  left,  on  the  same  principle  of 
that  toy  of  childhood,  the  windmill  at  the  end  of  a 
stick.  The  motion  imparted  to  the  fly  made  little 
rings  on  the  water,  like  a  bluebottle  or  bee  does 
when  he  finds  himself  on  his  back  in  the  water.  I 
never  tried  it,  but  Mr.  Weeger  told  me  it  was  too 
much  for  the  most  cautious  trout  to  sail  by.  The 
fly  Mr.  Weeger  used  was  like  a  large  north 
country  Partridge  and  Orange,  with  the  hackle 
put  on  all  at  the  shoulder,  evenly  all  round,  and 
sticking  out  like  the  ribs  of  an  open  umbrella. 

I  am  not  at  all  sure  that  extra  sec  dry  fly  men 
will  not  look  askance  at  "  dibbing  with  the  dry 
fly,"  but  I  for  one  agree  with  Mr.  Dewar  that  it  is 
a  fascinating  and  comparatively  unexplored 
branch  of  the  art  of  which  he  may  fairly  claim 
to  be  the  first  exponent  in  book  form.  To  fight 
your  way  through  a  tangled  undergrowth  and 
overgrowth  of  reeds  and  bushes ;  to  tempt  a  big 
trout  to  take  your  fly  in  a  place  where  the 
difficulties  are  all  in  his  favour ;  to  hook,  play,  and 
land  him  in  such  a  place,  means  the  exertion  of  an 
amount  of  caution  and  skill  only  known  to  those 
who  have  tried  it.  "  Until  you  have  learnt  your 
way  about  the  jungles,  islets,  and  alleged  im- 
possible places  to  angle  in  with  a  fly,  you  must 
remain  a  stranger  to  the  innermost  life  of  the 
trout  brook." 

I  have  had  many  a  good  dish  of  trout  out  of 
such  natural  preserves,  and  my  experience  is  that 
a  short  stiff  rod,  a  short  strong  cast,  with  a  small 
weight  of  lead  a  little  above  the  fly  are  great  aids. 
You  wind  in  your  line  until  nothing  but  the  fly 
and  a  few  inches  of  gut  and  the  lead  hang  from 
the  end,  poke  it  out  through  an  opening  in  the 
boughs,  and  then  the  weight  pulls  the  line  gently 


down  through  the  rings  (an  undressed  fine  Notting- 
ham silk  lineis  best  for  the  purpose)  until  you  can 
touch  the  surface  with  your  fly.  Many  a  good 
trout  and  chub  have  I  killed  in  this  way,  both 
with  natm-al  and  artificial  fly.  when  I  was  a 
youngster.  Such  fishing  requires  skill  and 
knowledge  of  the  habits  of  trout,  and  it  has  its 
rewards,  as  Mr.  Dewar  so  ably  points  out,  in  other 
ways — for  you  see  more  of  the  inner  life  of  the 
river  in  this  silent  stalking  business  than  you  do 
in  the  open.  All  the  same,  it  is  along  way  behind 
the  casting  branch  of  fly  fishing ;  it  is  to  the  latter 
exactly  what  bush  fighting  is  to  the  grand  parade 
of  war. 

Another  fascinating  chapter  in  Mr.  Dewar's 

book  is  devoted  to  "  Evening  Fishing."  "  A  good 
and  an  enthusiastic  dry  fly  angler,  who  one  season 
went  daily  backwards  and  forwards  between 
Manchester  and  Bakewell — a  matter  of  close  on.  ;* 
eighty  miles  in  all — in  order  to  get  an  hour  or 
two's  fishing  in  the  evenings,  has  killed  a  trout 
with  an  Olive  Dun  as  Bakewell  Church  clock  has 
been  striking  ten  o'clock ! ".  Neither  Mr.  Dewar 
nor  I  would  fish  later  than  the  written  or 
unwritten  law  of  a  water  allowed ;  but  where 
there  is  no  law  I  agree  with  him  as  to  the 
magnetic  influence  of  a  warm  summer  night  and 
the  fascination  of  casting  in  the  semi-darkness 
over  a  fish  which  you  can  plainly  hear  rising. 

Was  that  the  "  flop  "  of  a  two-pounder  1  heard 
just  now  ?  No ;  it  was  the  bump,  bump  of  a 
chair  leg  overhead,  as  St.  Matthew's  Church, 
Denmark  Hill,  strikes  twelve,  and  my  better  half 
thinks  it  was  time  I  left  the  bed  of  the  river  , 
and  Mr.  Dewar's  delightful  book  for  the  upper 
regions. 

But  I  have  not  done  with  it  yet,  except  to  say 
that  I  most  strongly  recommend  it  to  all  fly 
fishers,  whether  dry  or  wet.      R.  B.  Makston. 


THE  ARTIFICIAL  PROPAGATION  0. 
SALAR  IN  THE  NORTH  0: 
SCOTLAND. 


During  the  incoming  week  one  and  a  half 
million  salmon  fry  will  be  added  to  the  stock  of 
fish  in  the  Dee,  artificially  propagated  during  the 
past  season  in  the  Deeside  Fishery  Board's 
Hatchery  at  Drum.  This  is  the  annual  increment, 
helped  by  artificial  means,  on  this  river  alone. 
On  the  Deveron,  at  Banff,  the  Duke  of  Fife's 
lessees  are  doing  similar  work  for  it,  although  on  a 
smaller  scale  ;  and  at  Fochabers,  on  the  Spey,  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon's  overseer  has 
500,000  fry  almost  ready  to  augment  the  stock  on 
it.  In  addition  to  these  more  extensive  hatcheries, 
in  which  may  be  included  that  in  the  Tay  district, 
there  ai*e  other  hatcheries  on  several  of  the  far 
north  rivers  also  turning  out  their  quota  about 
this  time,  being,  as  it  were,  the  artificial  crop  of 
the  season. 

It  is  too  late  in  the  day  now  to  claim  for 
artificial  hatching  the  phenomenal  results  which 
enthusiasts  in  pisciculture,  and  in  that  of  Salmo 
solar  in  particular,  were  wont  to  do  ;  but,  never- 
theless, the  fact  remains  patent  that  wherever 
artificial  hatching  has  been  systematically  carried 
on,  the  prestige  of  the  rivers  as  prolific  salmon 
streams  has  been  well  maintained,  while  in  many 
others  which  had  lost  that  character  entirely,  it 
has  been  in  a  measure  revived  and  established  by 
introducing  the  system.  No  one  will  gainsay  that 
all  that  man  can  do  on  the  most  extensive  scale  is 
but  a  drop  in  the  bucket  compared  with  what 
nature  can  accomplish  when  fostered  and 
encouraged,  or  even  let  alone  ;  but  still,  that  drop 
does  not  make  the  bucket  any  the  emptier,  and  is 
a  certain  guarantee  that  the  volume  is  all  the 
more  valuable  as  a  whole,  while  the  cost  and 
trouble  are  trifling  compared  with  the  l-eturns. 
When  artificial  hatching  was  the  hobby  of  the 
enthusiast  a  few  years  ago,  its  votaries  went  t  he 
extreme  length  of  giving  it  the  first  place  of  any 
means  that  might  be,  or  could  be,  adopted  for 
increasing  the  stock  of  fish  in  our  then  over- 
netted  and  fast  depleting  streams.  This  was  the 
blind  dream  of  the  enthusiast,  and  deserved  the 
blows  it  afterwards  got.  The  late  Mr.  Young,  of 
Durris,  established  a  hatchery  on  his  own  estate ; 
Sir  William  0.  Brooks  did  the  same  at  Glentena; 
some  proprietors  in  the  south  did  likewise,  but 
these  were  more  by  way  of  experiment  on  their 
part,  or  for  commercial  purposes  ;  while  others 
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behind  them  "  boomed "  the  fanciful  results  to 
safeguard  the  interests  in  the  netters  below,  t.e., 
their  own  selfish  interests  in  fact.  The  Marquis 
of  Huntly  led  the  van  in  attacking  this  artificial 
fad,  not  that  he  opposed  the  hatchery  and  its  two 
or  three  hundred  thousand  fry,  but  only  to  put  it 
in  its  right  place  as  subsidiary  to  the  removal  of 
obnoxious  nets,  which  prevented  the  free  run  of 
the  salmon  from  the  tidal  waters  to  its  inland 
redd.  And  this  is  the  only  common  sense  view 
that  can  be  taken  of  artificial  propagation  as  a 
help  to  increasing  the  stock  in  the  river,  and  not 
as  a  substitute  for  over-netting.  _ 

Artificial  propagation  has  long  since  passed  the 
experimental  stage,  and  although  experience  is 
still  teaching  lessons  in  economy  and  science, 
whereby  greater  results  may  be  obtained,  yet  a 
very  complete  and  comprehensive  knowledge  has 
now  been  gained  whereby  the  average  keeper,  or 
watcher,  with  the  necessary  simple  plant,  may  by 
himself  carry  out  operations  which  will  annually 
increase  the  value  of  his  stream,  and  thus  add  to 
the  means  of  sport  in  the  country  or  otherwise, 
as  the  case  may  be. 

The  brief  history  of  the  million  and  a  halt  healthy 
fry,  which  we  were  asked  to  inspect  on  Saturday 
last  in  the  interests  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  by 
Inspector  Geo.  Duncan,  of  the  Deeside  Fishery 
Board,  and  which  we  gladly  accepted,  both  from 
a  scientific  as  well  as  a  journalistic  point  of  view, 
may  not  be  uninteresting  to  the  general  reader, 
and  perhaps  encourage  some  who  have  not  yet 
begun  to  go  and  do  likewise,  while  Mr.  Duncan  s 
latest  experiences  may  be  of  value  to  some  other 
pisciculturist. 

The  ova  was  obtained  on  the  upper  reaches  ot 
the  Dee  at  Braemar,  and  both  the  main  stream 
and  its  feeders,  including  the  Cluny,  the  Callater, 
the  Battoch,  and  the  Geldie,  were  dragged  for 
ripe  fish.  The  first  selection  was  made  on  Oct.  21, 
and  by  the  28th  his  complement  of  eggs  for  the 
hatchery  was  made  up.  The  fish  selected  were 
healthy,  and  in  the  best  of  condition.  There  was 
no  difficulty  in  making  a  large  and  varied  selection 
once  the  floods  abated  so  that  the  lairs,  where 
the  fish  were  congregated,  could  be  spotted. 
Never  in  Mr.  Duncan's  experience,  or  m  that  ot 
any  of  the  old  hands  about,  was  there  such  a 
magnificent  show  of  gravid  fish.  This  speaks 
volumes  for  the  natural  deposits,  and  is  proof 
positive  that  the  past  spawning  season  has  been 
one  of  the  best  on  record. 

On  Oct.  28  the  operations  of  striping  were 
finished,  but  in  the  interim  each  day's  spoil,  so  to 
speak,  was  carefully  despatched  in  charge  ot 
experienced  hands  to  the  Drum  hatchery,_  some 
seventy  miles  by  road  and  rail  from  where  it  was 
obtained  as  the  crow  flies. 

Some  of  the  ova  had  to  be  earned  by  hand 
over  a  rough  road  six,  and  seven  miles,  and  by 
carefully  noting  the  results,  Mr.  Duncan  has 
ascertained  that  any  loss  he  has  suffered  m  the 
hatching  out  process  has  been  greatest  where  the 
ova  had  to  be  carried  farthest.    In  fact,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  distance  carried,  so  has  the  loss 
been.    Here  he  pointed  to  a  row  of  ten  boxes, 
all  teeming  with  the  liveliest  tiny  of  tiny  solar, 
from  which  he  had  not  to  pick  over  twenty  dead 
eggs  during  the  whole  hatching  season.  These, 
he  said,  were  not  carried  above  a  mile  or  a  mile 
and  a  half  :  while,  on  the  other  side  of  the  terrace 
of  boxes,  he  had  had  to  pick  some  thousands  of 
bad  eggs,  and  these  were  the  last  obtained,  and 
had  to  be  hand-carried  some  six  miles  over  the 
roughest  of  moorland,  and  sometimes  where  there 
was  no  road  and  scarcely  a  bye-path.    Of  course, 
the  carrying  pails  are  all  specially  made  and  fitted 
up  for  the  purpose  with  trays  so  as  to  obviate 
pressure  ;  but,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  care  and 
precaution,  it  was  impossible  to  transport  them 
without  considerable  jolting,  and  the  consequent 
resultant  is  a  greater  percentage  of  loss.   This  is 
nothing  new  in  a  sense,  and  has  been  experienced 
by  previous  collectors  where  precautions  were 
only  roughly  taken ;   but  in  this  case  every 
arrangement  was  made  for  the  best  of  transport, 
but  even  that  best  means  considerable  destruction. 

The  first  of  the  fry  were  hatched  out  on 
March  1,  in  a  temperature  of  37°  Fahr.,  thus 
taking  from  120  to  130  days.  No  artificial  heat 
of  any  kind  is  used  in  the  hatchery,  as  Mr 
Duncan  believes  in  plenty  of  time,  and  will  rather 
have  all  his  stock  hatch  out  than  suffer  a  twenty 
or  even  thirty  per  cent,  loss  by  "  forcing,"  as  he 
calls  it. 


The  water  in  the  hatchery  is  of  the  purest,  and 
is  brought  some  800yds.  in  iron  pipes.  Filters 
are  a  great  feature  of  the  hatchery,  and  pots  filled 
with  sponges  He  under  every  tap,  whilst  the 
cistern  which  feeds  the  boxes  is  a  gigantic  filter 
of  the  most  approved  design,  and  is  being  con- 
stantly attended  to.  The  light  is  also  an 
important  matter,  and  is  carefully  regulated,  the 
whole  being  kept  in  semi-darkness,  even  after  the 
fry  are  moving  about. 

The  question  of  glass  versus  gravel  grills  is  only 
a  matter  of  expense  with  Mr.  Duncan.  At  first  he 
adopted  gravel,  and  boiled  it  carefully,  so  as  to 
get  the  purest  bed  possible  for  the  egg,  but  do 
what  he  could  he  could  not  master  the  fungoid 
growth  which  now  and  again  accumulated.  He 
had  some  glass  grills  from  the  first,  and  now  he 
has  determined  to  have  nothing  but  glass,  and 
has  been  gradually  substituting  them  as  he  could 
find  time  to  make  them  after  a  device  of  bis  own, 
and  which  permits  of  their  readily  being  cleaned 
at  any  time. 

Adjoining  the  hatchery  the  Board  has  sanctioned 
and  erected  a  small  nursing  pond,  30ft.  by  10ft. 
internal  measurements,  and  nicely  covered  in  and 
lined  with  concrete.  The  bottom  is  made  to 
partake  of  the  nature  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  and 
here  we  saw  the  last  of  last  season's  crop  darting 
about  among  the  stones,  and  boiling  up  to  snatch 
the  crumbs  of  sheep's  liver  with  which  they  are 
fed.  Then  we  helped  to  get  them  into  the  burn, 
through  a  large  sluice,  which  will,  after  half  a 
mile's  journey  in  the  course  of  the  next  week 
or  so,  guide  them  down  to  the  mighty  river, 
where  their  real  struggle  for  existence  will  com- 
mence, and  where  their  enemies  cannot  be  so 
easily  suppressed,  as  the  eels  and  trout  in  the 
burn  are,  by  the  hand  that  has  tended  them  so 
carefully  since  they  were  first  sought  after  as  a 
germ  in  the  pools  in  the  mountain  glen. 

The  nursery  has  been  a  most  useful  adjunct, 
and  especially  so  in  times  when  it  was  not  con- 
venient, from  the  state  of  the  river,  to  turn  the 
little  fish  adrift.  The  only  drawback  is  that  the 
pond  is  not  capable  of  carrying  the  whole  stock 
for  the  most  part  of  the  year,  as  on  every  hand  it 
has  been  proved  that  the  older  the  fry  the  better 
chance  it  has  in  the  battle  of  life. 


UNBRAZED  TRIANGLES. 
Isr  noticing  the  "  Encyclopaedia  of  Sport  "last 
week,  we  suggested  that  a  simple  and  good  plan 
to  make  an  unbrazed  triangle  with  a  metal  eye, 
would  be  to  whip  two  hooks  without  metal  eyes 
to  one  with.  Mr.  E.  M.  Tod  writes  to  us  :  "  Last 
year,  when  young  Mr.  John  Forrest  wrote  to  me 
about  being  asked  to  supply  double-hooked 
midges,  I  suggested  the  very  plan  you  mention 
in  your  review  of  the  '  Encyclopaadia  of  Sport.'  " 
Mr.  Tod  sends  us  a  March  Brown  midge  on 
double  hook,  or  with  a  metal  eye.  It  is  most 
tempting  looking  for  dry  fly  work,  and  does  Mr. 
Forrest  credit.  His  address  is  24,  Thomas-street, 
London,  W.  


EASTER  MONDAY. 
By  Jonathan  Dale. 

The  day  broke  with  sunshine  from  a  clear  sky. 
Hundreds  of  eyes  would  gaze  sky- ward  in  the 
early  hours  ;  for  it  is  not  every  week  which  brings 
a  holiday  to  the  thousands  of  toiling  men  and 
women  whose  days  are  spent  amid  the  din  of 
machinery  and  in  the  smoke-laden  atmosphere  of 
our  large  towns.  Not  that  our  lot  is  cast  in  such 
surroundings;  but  it  becomes  pleasant  to  think 
this  morning  how  great  a  boon  a  fine  Bank  Holi- 
day will  be  to  myriads  of  toil-worn  men  and 
women  all  over  the  land.  A  good  day  then  to 
everybody !  It  was  natural  to  express  the  kindly 
wish  to  the  first  persons  passed  on  the  road  to  the 
stream— two  hawkers,  heavily  laden  with  their 
wares,  both  well  on  in  life;  the  woman,  whose 
head  was  enwrapped  in  a  coloured  shawl,  left  a 
waving  trail  of  not  unfragrant  smoke  behind  her. 
May  they  do  a  good  trade  to-day  !  Such  pedlars 
surely  earn  all  they  get. 

Here  is  a  small  brook  which  half  a  mile  lower 
joins  the  Devil's  water,  which  we  have  permission 
to  fish,  and  here  among  the  trees  stands  the  house 
of  the  gallant  captain,  to  whose  courtesy  we  are 
indebted  for  the  day's  pleasure.  Some  miles 
nearer  its  confluence  with  the  Tyne,  the  noisy 
stream  rushes  close  under  Dilston  Castle,  once 


the  residence  of  the  last  and  ill-fated  Earl  of 
Derwentwater.  „      ,  . 

Here  we  can  look  down  upon  the  place  where 
we  are  to  fish— an  ideal  trout  stream,  with  trees  in 
places  close  to  the  water's  edge,  and  in  others  tair 
fields  where  casting  is  easy,  and  where  to-day 
primroses  and  the  sweet  wood-anemone  brighten 
the  banks.    The  day  is  all  before  us,  so  we  look 
leisurely  round  awhile  before  the  game  begins. 
The  hill  which  rises  picturesquely  among  the 
wooded  slopes  is  called  Nunsbrough,  and  has 
a  history,  did  we  but  know  it.    There  are  few 
more  curious  spots  anywhere  than  this  tor  the 
winding  of  a  stream.  Just  where  we  shall  begin  to 
fish  it  flows  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  valley,  the  sides 
of  which  are  covered  thick  with  trees.    From  the 
road  the  course  of  the  river  forms  a  horseshoe-like 
bend,  a  hill  rising  in  the  centre,  with  a  farm- 
house on  its  crest,  and  one  great  plough  held 
low  down,  almost  encircled  by  water.'  The  last 
time  we  fished  here  we  worked  down  stream  tor 
two  hours,  and  then,  to  our  amazement,  came 
straight  from  the  water's  edge  to  the  very  gate 
by  which  we  had  left  the  road!    To  this  day 
it  is  a  mystery  how  the  feat  was  accomplished. 

For  some  time  we  had  scarcely  a  rise.  The 
fish  would  not  look  at  the  March  Brown  ;  but 
a  Cowdung  fly  brought  them  on,  and  soon  tour 
beauties  were  bagged.  It  was  strange  that  we 
never  saw  a  fish  rise,  except  to  one  fly.  those 
taken  in  the  shallows  were  fatter  than  those 
from  still  water,  and  showed  more  fight  when 
hooked.  • 

Lunch  time  came.  A  huge  stone  near  the  , 
water's  edge  provided  a  convenient  seat,  while  the 
best  sauce,  and  plenty  of  it,  made  the  iood 
delicious.  Princes,  when  they  dine,  have  the 
band  playing  ;  our  meal  was  eaten  to  the  incessant 
music  of  the  hurrying  water  as  it  coursed  over 
the  stones.  It  is  ever  the  same  song,  but  ot  how 
many  notes  is  its  pleasing  harmony  composed  i 
Do  the  primroses  on  the  bank  listen,  or  the 
pairing  chaffinches  or  the  water  ouzels  ?  He  was 
a  sad  poet  who  wrote  : 

The  winds  and  woods  with  sullen  wail, 
Tell  all  the  same  unvarit  d  tale. 
Wail '    Why,  all  nature  in  summer  and  winter  is 
full  of  music ;  the  little  hills  rejoice  on  every  side 
Thus  we  cogitate  at  lunch  time,  not  without 
upward  glances  to  the  skies,  overcast  now  with 
clouds.  Surely  it  will  keep  fine  for  the  afternoon. 
Though  nearly  a  dozen  trout  are  m  the  bag,  the 
point  of  satisfaction  is  not  yet  reached— the 
number  must  be  doubled  before  we  finish.  But 
let  us  enter  this  wood,  and  keep  the  path  until  an 
inviting  spot  tempts  us  to  try  a  cast.    In.  one  tan- 
stream,  just  where  the  trees  lined  the  bank,  a  noisy 
rapid  formed  a  likely  place.  A  wary  cast  up  stream 
was  made,  and  as  the  flies  floated  downward  a, 
<rood  fish  took  the  dropper  and  well  hooked  ltseli. 
Then   came  the  play— the  rushes  hither  and 
thither,  the  leap  right  out  of  the  water,  and 
presently  the  net  deftly  slipped  underneath  and 
the  struggle  is  over.     When  is  the  anglers 
sweetest  moment?    Is  it  when  he  walks  toward 
the  stream,  indulging  the  pleasures  of  hope;  or 
when  the  fish  takes  his  fly  and  the  pull  is  felt ;  or 
when  the  net  is  lifted  with  the  captive  inside  ? 
Surely  that  is  the  moment  of  delight ;  for  all  the 
uncertainty  is  over  and  the  prize  gamed.  Ut 
course  the  non-angler  will  ask,  perhaps  sneeringly 
"What  about  the  feelings  of  the  fish?  Well, 
our  sport  is  undoubtedly  death  to  the  fish ;  but  it 
lives  to  die,  and  thus  become  food  for  man.  It 
has  fulfilled  its  life-purpose,  and  the  humane 
angler  puts  it  quickly  out  of  its  pam. 

As  the  afternoon  wore  on  and  the  bag  grew 
heavier,  a  sense  of  weariness  came,  so  at  torn- 
o'clock  a  final  pause  was  made.  We  have  done 
enough  for  one  day,  and  putting  the  rod  into  its 
bag,  a  big  handful  of  primroses  is  gathered  for 
the  young  folks  at  home,  and  the  four  miles 
tramp  to  the  town  begun.  A  weary  drag  it  is  up 
the  long  hill  we  stepped  so  merrily  down  in  the 
morning.  But  home  and  rest  are  at  the  end,  and 
seventeen  nice,  fish  are  here  to  spread  cm  a  dish 
before  admiring  eyes.  "You  have  done  well, 
father ;  this  is  your  best  day  yet.  Such  words 
as  these  amply  reward  the  angler  s  toil. 


Richard  Harding  Davis  describes  a  revolu- 
tion and  a  fight  in  the  palace  of  Olancho  in  the  May 
instalment  of  "  Soldiers  of  Fortune '  in  Scribmr  s. 
It  is  the  best  writing  that  he  has  done. 
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THE  LATE  MR.  CLARENCE  E.  FRY. 


We  give  this  week  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Clarence 
E.  Fry,  deeply  regretting  that  we  shall  never  look 
upon  his  kindly  face  again.  He  died  quite  sud- 
denly on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  April  10, 
while  playing  golf  on  the  course  at  Northwood, 
quite  near  his  home  there. 

He  was  an  enthusiastic  entomologist  nearly  all 
his  life,  and  only  last  year  parted  with  a  very 
complete  collection  of  British  moths  and  butter- 
flies, gathered  together  with  much  labour  and 
care. 

Mr.  Fry  received  his  initiation  into  the  joys  and 
mysteries  of  fly  fishing  when  quite  a  young  man, 
and  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  G.  W.  Wilson,  the  well- 
known  photographer  of  Aberdeen.  He  was  fishing 
with  the  worm  one  Saturday  afternoon  on  a  sti'eam 
near  the  town,  and  was  accosted  by  a  keeper,  who 
warned  him  that  he  was  trespassing ;  the  keeper 
seemed  taken  with  the  young  law-breaker,  for  he 
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loving  all  that  was  best  in  men  and  sweetest  in 
nature. 

He  enjoyed  not  only  the  exciting  sea  fishing  off 
such  coasts  as  Kerry,  Devonshire,  and  Suther- 
land, but  the  daintiest  fly  fishing  on  such  rivers 
as  the  Itchen  and  Chess. 

In  his  earlier  years  he  loved  variety,  and  had 
much  pleasant  sport  on  the  lakes  and  rivers  of 
Italy,  Switzerland,  the  Black  Forest,  and  Ireland, 
visiting  in  1876  the  "  Lazy  Valley,"  at  Rossbeigh, 
where  the  wild  scenery  and  primitive  habits  of 
the  people  attracted  him  greatly,  and  the  very 
slight  coracles  used  at  sea  added  a  spice  of 
danger  to  the  sport. 

He  loved  the  Derbyshire  rivers,  the  Dartmoor 
streams,  the  Doone  Valley,  and  the  unique  sport 
at  Slapton  Ley ;  but  for  the  last  sixteen  years  he 
had  gradually  gone  farther  north,  and  after 
several  seasons  at  Lairg,  Luss,  Killin,  and  Alford, 
he  was  fascinated  by  the  wild  scenery  at  Inch- 
nadamph,  in  Sutherland,  and  by  the  independent, 
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He  was  greatly  beloved1  there,  and  much 
sorrow  will  be  felt  by  those  who  were  expecting 
him. 

His  unfailing  kindness,  his  genial  manner,  and 
his  loyal  friendship,  had  endeared  him  to  a  very 
large  circle  of  friends.  His  nature  was  noble, 
pure,  and  generous ;  the  charm  of  his  personality, 
his  frank  comradeship  were  felt  by  all,  and  his 
high  character  commanded  universal  respect. 

We  also  give  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Fry  made  from  a 
water-colour  drawing  by  Mr.  Hubert  Herkomer, 
R.A.,  who  was,  we  believe,  staying  with  Mr.  Fry 
in  the  Black  Forest  at  the  time. 


ON  THE  WEY. 
This  once  prolific  southern  angling  stream, 
your  readers  will  be  pleased  to  know,  is  veiy  likely 
within  a  few  years  to  regain  its  lost  excellence, 
and  again  become  the  happy  fishing  rendezvous 
of  the  London  clubman.     In  former  days  its 


;THE  LATE  MR.  CLARENCE  E.  FRY. 


gently  remonstrated  with  him  for  using  the  worm 
(a  greater  crime  than  his  trespass,  apparently), 
showed  him  how  to  throw  a  fly,  and  actually  set 
him  up  with  his  first  cast  and  a  few  spare  flies, 
and  told  him  that  he  himself  was  going  wp  stream, 
and  that  he  need  not  let  him  see  him  again. 

Mr.  Fry  was  a  very  fine  swimmer;  he  held  the 
"  Sir  William  Fraser  Medal "  against  all-comers 
for  two  years  whilst  at  Aberdeen,  and  was  at  one 
time  Captain  of  the  London  Swimming  Club. 

For  thirty-two  years  he  lived  at  Watford,  being 
first  attracted  to  the  place  on  account  of  the 
facilities  for  fishing  afforded  by  the  neighbour- 
hood. His  first  large  trout  there  was  one  of  61b., 
taken  in  the  Colne  with  a  small  fly.  He  took  it 
to  Carlyle,  who  was  delighted  with  it. 

Often,  after  a  good  day's  sport  by  the  canal, 
when  homeward  bound,  he  has  gladdened  the 
hearts  of  less  fortunate  brother  anglers  by 
emptying  bis  laden  basket  into  their  lighter 
creels.  He  was  all  we  love  to  think  of  as  a  fisher- 
man—keen  on  the  sport,  kind,  generous,  and  just, 


yet  loyal  and  affectionate,  character  of  the  High- 
landers, with  that  touch  of  romance  in  it  which 
seems  to  identify  them  with  the  grand  solitude  of 
their  moors  and  mountains  and  the  tender 
beauty  of  their  glens  and  rocks  and  rivers. 

Year  after  year  he  returned  to  this  lovely 
spot,  and  has  identified  himself  with  the  place  and 
people,  only  once  leaving  it  for  Melvich,  on  the 
extreme  north  coast.  , 

Bright  memories  of  the  happy  fishing  parties 
at  these  two  centres  will  long  remain  with  those 
who  found  in  him  a  congenial  spirit  and  a  charm- 
ing companion. 

He  keenly  enjoyed  angling,  not  only  for  its 
own  sake,  but  for  the  quiet  intercourse  with 
nature  into  which  it  led  him,  and  also  for  the 
delightful  companionship  of  his  friends.  These 
reunions  were  looked  forward  to  all  the  year  with 
a  longing  almost  pathetic.  He  was  just  prepar- 
ing to  start  north  in  May,  and  hoping  to  induce 
some  of  his  old  friends  to  join  him  at  Inchna- 
damph,  where  he  had  already  secured  rooms. 


waters  were  bright  and  sp.irkling,  and  we  have 
the  testimony  of  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Andrews, 
fish  culturist,  of  Guildford  and  Haslemere — and 
no  man  was  more  capable  of  judging — that  the 
waters  of  the  Wey  at  and  above  Woking,  right  to 
its  two  sources,  was  absolutely  on  a  par  with  any, 
if  not  the  purest,  stream  in  England.  This  was 
proved  by  repeated  analysis.  In  those  days, 
thirty  years  ago,  the  Wey  was  a  splendid  trout 
stream,  the  fish  ranging  to  a  size  almost  equal  to 
those  in  the  Thames,  whilst  coarse  fish  abounded. 
Bream  were  very  plentiful,  and  ran  large,  good 
roach,  perch,  dace,  to  say  nothing  of  big  carp 
and  fine  pike,  were  to  be  met  with  throughout 
its  long  course.  From  the  time  mentioned  up 
to  the  present  day  the  towns  built  on  or 
adjacent  to  the  Wey  have  rapidly  grown,  and 
the  sewage  resulting  from  an  ever  increasing 
population  transformed  that  once  beautiful  and 
fish-full  stream  into  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an 
open  sewer,  producing  a  grave  danger  to  the  public 
health,  from  the  town  of  Godalming  to  where 
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the  river  enters  the  Thames  at  Weybridge.  Our 
corporations,  boards    of   health,   and  sanitary 
authorities  did  not  progress  with  the  times  in  the 
earlier  days,  and  even  now,  as  regards  the  pollution 
of  our  rivers,  are  not  sufficiently  energetic.  The 
ereat  trades   and  commerce  of  this  country 
naturally  must  be  respected,  and  even  protected, 
hy  our  governing  bodies,  and  thus  the  pollution  of 
our  rivers  by  the  refuse  chemical  and  other 
deleterious  matter  from  mills  and  works  upon 
their  banks  form  the  great  stumbling  block  to 
absolute  prevention.     The  Acts  of  Parliament 
against  pollution  of  streams  by  mills  and  works 
are  sufficiently  stringent  in  certain  cases,  but  in 
others  that  constantly  arise  equally  lax.    The  mill- 
owner  is  allowed  to  discharge  damaging  matter  to 
a  certain  extent  into  the  stream,  which  under  the 
present  Pollution  Acts  he  does  not  fail  to  do— and 
a  little  extra.    I  know  of  instances  on  the  river 
Wey    where    the    accumulation    of  poisonous 
chemical  refuse  from  a  paper  mill  at  Godalming 
was  washed  into  the  river  every  three  years,  the  flood- 
gates being  opened  during  the  night  at  a  time 
when  weed  cutting  was  going  on.    This  went  all 
right  for  a  time,  but  some  six  years  ago,  when 
the  river  had  become  so   polluted  by  sewage 
and  other  causes  that  it  could  not  stand  the 
triennial  dose,  which  the  millowner  knows-  now  to 
his  cost,  and  the  turning  up  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  fish,  from  his  works  downwards,  opened  the 
eyes  of  the  Surrey  Sanitary  Authority  and  the 
people  of  the  populous  town  of  Guildford  to  the 
terrible  danger  surrounding  them.    The  town 
took  the  matter  up,  and  Godalming  followed 
suit,  and  thanks  (in  this  case)  to  the  poisoning  of 
the  fish,  sewage  works  have  been  carried  out  m 
both  towns,  and  the  whole  of  the  manufactories 
6n  that  part  of  the  Wey  (the  base  of  all  the 
pollution)  have  been  compelled  to  connect  with 
the  new  sewers,  and  the  whole  of  the  dangerous 
discharges  to  human  and  fish-life  are  now  being 
chemically  treated,  passed  through  filtering  beds, 
•  and  the  effluent  when  turned  into  the  river  is 
comparatively  harmless  to  either;  and  thus  I  pen 
my  opening  encouraging  remarks  to  brother 
anglers  and  old  lovers  of  the  grand  fish-producing 
stream.    Before  Mr.  Andrews  died  he  made  the 
Guildford  Angling  Society  a  present  of  a  number 
of  large  trout  for  the  Wey.  If  I  remember  rightly, 
they  ranged  from  21b.  to  61b.   each.  These 
fish  were  put  in  as  stock  or  breeding  fish,  and 
were  labelled  with  the  date  of  turning  in,  together 
with  the  then  weight.    I  have  not  heard  of  any 
having   been  captured.    If  they  survived  the 
sewage,  and  now  live,  the  stock  of  trout  may  show 
much  increase  in  a  year  or  two's  time  from 
this  source.    And  now  for  a  few  words  on  angling 
in  the  Wey,  with  a  glance  of  some  delightful 
spots  upon  its  banks.    The  upper  portions  of  the 
river,  both  the  section  which  rises  by  Alton, 
Hampshire,  and  that  coming  from  Haslemere, 
Surrey,  contain  trout,  and  retain  their  pristine 
purity.    The  streams  run  at  a  good  pace  over 
gravelly  shallows,  with  abundance  of  covering 
weed  of  an  evergreen  watercress  nature,  and  thus 
form  perfect  trout  fly  water.    At  Tilford  the  two 
branches  join,  and  from  thence  flow  by  Elstead, 
through  Pepperharrow  Park  to  Eashing.  The 
angler  can  get  some  very  fair  fishing  for  dace, 
roach,  and  chub  here  by  using  and  making  him- 
self at  home  at  the  Stag  Inn.    The  next  point  of 
public  interest,  and  where  there  is  free  fishing 
from  the  towing-path,  is  Godalming,  From  here, 
by  Shalford,  and  on  to  Guildford,  there  is  unin- 
terrupted free  fishing  ;  plenty  of  good  bream, 
roach,  dace,  and  occasional  pike,  From  Guildford 
the  Wey  runs  through  a  lot  of  private  land,  but 
we  meet  the  free  fishing  again  at  the  village  of 
Send,   by  Woking.     Some  splendid  bream,  up 
to    51b.    each,    are     always     to    be  seen 
in    the  season  priming  in  the  wide  bend  at 
the  "  rollers,"  a  little  way  above  Send  Lock. 
The  Broad  Meads,  Woking,  are  well  known  to  the 
majority  of  clubmen,  two  of  the  monster  A.B.S. 
competitions  having  been  fished  in  this  mile  and  a 
half  of  the  river.    The  stream  winds  about,  and 
forms  grand  eddies  all  the  way,  while  the  fish 
caught  include  bream  (good),  roach  (very  fair), 
dace,  perch,  carp  (scarce,  but  large),  chub  (good), 
pike,  and  eels.    A  branch  of  the  stream  goes  off 
at  right  angles  from  the  top  of  the  Meads,  on  to 
Byfleet,  whilst  the  water  on  the  left  flows  to 
Weybridge,  and  the  Thames.    At  Byfleet,  and 
the  district,  fishing  may  be  had  at  Is.  per  day,  or 
by  leave  of  the  farmers. 
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PEEBLESSHIRE. 
Rivers  of  Peeblesshire  (continued). 


The  Holms  Burn.— A  burn  which  rises  in 
the  hills  that  separate  the  parishes  of  Glenholm 
and  Culter,  and  falls  into  the  Biggar  Water.  It 
is  open  to  the  public,  and  may  be  conveniently 
reached  by  staying  at  Broughton  village,  where 
the  angler  has  also  the  command  of  the  Biggar 
Water,  the  Stanhope,  the  Tweed,  &c.  Lodgings 
should  be  secured  beforehand.  There  are  about 
four  miles  of  fishable  water  on  the  Holms, 
exclusive  of  the  part  flowing  through  the  policies 
of  Mr.  Marshall,  of  Quarter,  at  Rachan  House, 
which  is  preserved.  The  trout  are  numerous,  and 
good  baskets  are  to  be  made,  especially  from  the 
schoolhouse  to  the  source.  Good  sized  trout  are 
often  got,  but  the  majority  are  small.  June, 
August,  and  September  are  the  best  months. 
Route:  By  rail  to  Broughton;  thence  walk  a 
mile  or  two.  . 

The  Xingledores  Burn  rises  near  tne 
watershed  of  the  Tweed  and  Clyde,  and  falls  into 
the  former  after  a  run  of  seven  miles.  It  is  open 
to  the  public;  yields  fair  sport— about  91b.  an 
average  basket.  The  trout  are  clear  and  silvery, 
superior  in  this   respect  to  the  ordinary  burn 

tl(The  Leithen  is  a  very  good  trouting  stream. 
The  trout  are  small  on  the  average,  but  a  121b.  or 
151b  basket  generally  includes  a  number  of  very 
fair  sized  trout.  Fly  and  worm  are  the  leading 
lures  and  in  its  season  creeper  is  very  deadly 
among  the  largest  trout.  The  river  is  all  open 
to  the  public  save  a  portion  of  Leithen  estate,  and 
it  affords  fair  burn  trout  fishing.  The  trout  run 
about  six  to  a  lb.,  but  a  few  reach  to  above  lib. 
Glentress  Burn,  Blackhopebyers  Burn,  and 
Willanslee  Burn— all  about  three  miles  long- 
are  tributaries  of  the  Leithen,  and  afford  equally 
good  fishing  with  it.  Route :  By  rail  to  Inner 
leithen ;  stream  close  by. 

The  Lyne  rises  from  several  sources  m  the 
hills  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  parish  of 
West  Linton,  above  Lynedale,  and  falls  into  the 
Tweed  about  three  miles  above  Peebles.  It  is  a 
capital  trouting  stream,  and  is  all  open  to  the 
public  save  about  half  a  mile  m  front  of  Spittai- 
haugh  House.  Its  tributary  burns  also  afford 
good  sport  after  rain.  Among  them  are  the 
Baddinsgill  Burn,  the  West  Water,  Cairn  Burn, 
Dead  Burn,  and  Flemington  Burn.  The  best 
parts  of  the  Lyne  for  trout  are  near  its  confluence 
with  the  Tweed.  Peebles  and  West  Linton  are 
the  pleasantest  places  to  live  at.  Route:  By 
rail  to  Bromlee  or  Lyne— river  close  by— or  to 
Peebles ;  thence  walk  or  hire  three  or  four  miles. 

The  Manor  rises  on  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  parish  of  that  name,  and  falls  into  the 
Tweed  a  little  below  where  the  Lyne  falls  in,  and 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  above  Peebles.  In  its 
course  it  receives  over  a  dozen  rivulets  and 
burns,  some  of  them— such  as  the  Newholmhope, 
the  Glenrath,  the  Kirkhope,  the  Hundleshope, 
and  the  Ugly  Grain— containing  small  trout. 
The  Manor  is  about  twelve  miles  long,  and  con- 
tains good  yellow  trout— not  very  large,  but 
pretty  numerous.  They  run  about  four  or  five 
to  a  lb.,  and  101b.  is  a  good  day's  work.  The 
stream  is  open  to  the  public,  and  April,  May,  and 
June  are  good  months  for  fly ;  July  and  August 
for  bait.  Fine  scenery.  Route:  By  rail  to 
Peebles ;  thence  walk  or  hire. 

The  Meggat  rises  near  the  Talla  Linns,  and 
falls  into  St.  Mary's  Loch.  In  its  course  it 
receives  the  Wyllies,  Ling  Hope,  Cramalt, 
Craigierig,  and  Glengaber  Burns,  which  all 
afford  good  burn  trout  fishing.  The  Meggat 
belongs  to  the~  Earl  of  Wemyss,  who  allows  the 
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public  liberty  to  fish  the  whole  of  it.  Cramalt 
Burn  is  strictly  preserved.  Trout  are  numerous, 
especially  towards  the  mouth,  and  run  about  six 
to  a  lb.  Accommodation  can  be  had  at  St. 
Mary's  Cottage  (Tibbie  Shiels),  Rodono  Hotel, 
or  Gordon  Arms  Inn.  Route :  By  rail  to  Sel- 
kirk or  Innerleithen  ^  thence  by  coach ;  or  hire 
from  Crook  Inn.  .' 

Menzion  Burn  rises  in  the  south  ot  Iweeds- 
muir,  and  falls  into  the  Tweed.  It  is  all  open  to 
the  public.  The  trout  are  numerous  but  small, 
excepting  near  its  source,  where  they  are  larger. 
June,  July,  and  August  are  the  best  months,  and 
Crook  Inn  is  the  best  place  to  live  at.  The 
length  of  the  burn  is  about  four  miles,  and  it  will 
afford  a  full  day's  fishing,  but  it  maybe  taken  on 
returning  from  the  head  of  Gameshope.  Route  : 
Same  as  the  Fruid,  which  see. 

The  Polmood  Burn  is  a  tributary  of  the 
Tweed,  has  a  run  of  six  miles,  but  is  not  open  to 
the  public,  and  yields  good  sport— say,  101b.  or 
121b.  on  a  favourable  day.  It  is  withm  200yds. 
of  the  Crook  Inn,  which  is  a  capital  place  for 
anglers.  The  Tweed  is  at  the  door,  and  there  are 
numerous  burns  in  the  neighbourhood.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Broughton;  thence  by  carriage  to 
Crook  Inn.  The  carriage  must  be  ordered 
beforehand. 

The  Quair  is  a  good  trouting  stream,  nine 
miles  long,  and  preserved  throughout.  Some 
o-ood  burns  fall  into  it,  the  two  best  being  Glen- 
gaber and  Kirkburd.  Route:  Same  as  the 
Leithen,  which  see.  ,  ' 

The  Stanhope  Burn.— A  small  tributary  of 
the  Tweed,  containing  trout,  and  open  to  the 
public.  May,  June,  and  July  are  the  best 
months,  and  accommodation  may  be  had  at 
Crook  Inn,  three  miles  off.  Good  fishing  is  got 
in  this  burn,  and  the  trout  run  up  to  nearly  lib. 
Route  :  Same  as  the  Fruid.  *. 

The  Talla  rises  on  the  boundary  of  Peebles- 
shire, and  falls  into  the  Tweed  about  a  mile  above 
the  Crook.  It  is  some  ten  miles  long,  and  is  ted 
by  Gameshope  Burn,  which  yields  good  fishing. 
The  angling  in  Talla  is  fairly  good,  and  the  chiet 
lures  are  fly  and  worm.  It  runs  along  a  very 
wild  and  beautiful  glen,  and  sojourners  at  the 
Crook  all  delight  in  plying  their  lines  in  its 
waters.  Some  anglers  fish  up  the  Talla  to  the 
watershed,  and  thence  fish  down  Meggat  water 
to  St  Mary's  Loch.  Trout  are  most  numerous  m 
Talla  above  the  Linns.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Peebles,  thence  hire;  or  by  rail  to  Broughton, 
thence  drive  ;  but  in  the  latter  case  parties  must 
have  previously  ordered  a  conveyance  from  the 
Crook.  T  , 

The  Tarth  is  a  tributary  of  the  Lyne,  and  a 
capital  day's  sport  may  be  got  by  fishing  down  the 
former  and  up  the  latter  to  West  Lmton,  which 
some  five  miles  from  the  confluence.  ihe 
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Tarth  rises  near  Slipperfield  Loch,  and  has  a  run 
to  the  Lyne  of  some  six  or  seven  miles.  It  is  ail 
open  to  the  public,  and  April,  May  August  and 
September  are  the  best  months.  The  trout  are 
good  and  numerous,  but  not  easily  taken  owing 
to  the  sluggish  nature  of  the  stream.  The  best 
part  of  the  river  is  near  its  confluence  with  the 
Lyne  Inn  accommodation  at  Peebles  or  West 
Linton.  Route:  By  rail  to  Broomlee  or  Dolphin- 
ton,  thence  walk  a  few  miles ;  or  by  rail  to 
Peebles,  thence  hire. 

The  Tweed— See  Roxburghshire. 
The  Westwater  rises  near  Craigengar,  and 
falls  into  the  Lyne  not  far  from  Linton,  which  is 
the  best  place  to  reside  at.  Trout  are  numerous 
in  it,  but  small.  It  is  all  open  to  the  public. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Broomlee ;  stream  near  by. 

Smaller  Streams.-The  Blackhopebyers  the 
Catohope,  the  Cairn,  the  Cowie's  Linn    he  Dead 
Burn  the  Flemington,  the  Glenheurie,  the  Glen- 
tress the  Glenrath,  the  Hopcarton,  the  HundleB- 
hope:  the  Hawkshaw,  the  Kirkhope  the  Longcote 
the  Priesthope,  the  Powsail,  the  Ugly  Gram,  and 
the  Willanslee  are  small  streams  in  this  county 
all  yielding  a  fair  basket  of  trout  now  and  again. 
PERTHSHIRE. 
Taking  it  as  a  whole,  Perthshire  is  perhaps  the 
finest  county  in  Scotland.      It  has  peculiar 
attractions  for  the  sportsman,  whilst  its  natural 
beauty  is  too  well  known  to  require  more  than  a 
passing  notice.    In  the  Royal  Forest  of  Athole  it 
lis  about  the  best  deer  stalking  in ,  Scotl und  ;  its 
grouse  moors  are  unsurpassed     They  aie  veiy 
numerous,  and  yield  magnificent  sport,  while  the 
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loveliness  of  the  scenery  among  which  they  lie 
enhances  their  value.  The  rental  of  shootings  in 
this  county  is  the  largest  of  any  shire  in  Scotland. 
There  is  no  better  salmon  fishing  than  can  be  got 
in  Perthshire,  and  the  very  best  of  it  may  be 
enjoyed  by  strangers  for  a  reasonable  payment. 
The  Tay  and  Loch  Tay  are  known  wherever 
anglers  exist,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  they 
well  deserve  all  their  fame.  The  Earn,  the  Lyon, 
and  the  Tummel  are  also  good  salmon  rivers. 
Trouting  in  the  county  is  really  good — especially, 
of  course,  in  the  Highland  districts,  where  pre- 
servation is  more  or  less  strict;  but  there  are 
many  scores  of  miles  of  capital  water  which  the 
angler  can  fish  without  let  or  hindrance.  Many 
of  °the  Perthshire  lochs  yield  well,  and  some  of 
the  best  of  them  are  open  to  strangers.  The 
scenery  of  the  county  is  magnificent,  and  is  every 
year  visited  by  increasing  crowds  of  strangers 
from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Sir  Walter  Scott  has 
done  much  to  make  it  famous,  and  a  shire  which 
can  boast  of  the  Trossachs,  and  Loch  Katrine, 
and  Loch  Tay,  and  Loch  Earn,  and  Loch  Ran- 
noch,  and  Glenlyon,  and  Glenogle,  is  quite  worthy 
of  his  praise.  The  rod  season  in  the  Tay  district 
is  from  Jan.  15  to  Oct.  15,  except  in  the  Earn  and 
its  tributaries,  which  are  open  until  Oct.  31.  As 
are  also  Loch  Ard,  Loch  Chon,  Loch  Dhu,  Loch 
Doine,  Loch  Katrine,  Loch  Lubnaig,  Lake  of 
Menteith,  Loch  Muir  Dam,  Loch  Peppermill, 
Loch  Ruskie,  Loch  Vennachar,  Loch  Voil,  the 
Allan,  the  Balvaig,  the  Calair,  the  Devon,  the 
Goode,  the  Knaick,  and  the  Teith,  all  of  which 
are  tributaries  of  the  Forth — the  rod  season  of 
which  is  from  Feb.  11  to  Oct.  31.  We  give  below 
a  full  account  of  all  the  lochs  and  rivers  of 
Perthshire : — 

Lochs  of  Perthshire. 

Loch.  a-Chait. — A  little  loch  on  the  north 
side  of  Ben  Lawers,  between  Loch  Tay  and  Glen- 
lyon. It  is  in  the  parish  of  Kenmore,  and  is 
about  400yds.  long  by  about  300yds.  broad.  It 
belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  and  con- 
tains a  good  many  trout,  running  about  four  to 
the  lb.  61b.  is  a  fair  day's  take,  and  they  are 
partial  to  a  little  red  fly.  June  is  the  best  month. 
It  can  only  be  fished  by  leave  of  the  proprietor. 
The  scenery  about  it  is  very  wild.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Killin;  thence  by  Loch  Tay  steamer  to 
Ben  Lawers  Inn,  seven  miles  ;  thence  a  stiff  walk 
over  the  hills. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Selkirkshire  (continued). 

Tibbie  Shiels,  or  St.  Mary's  Cottage,  is 

beautifully  situated  at  the  south  end  of  St.  Mary's 
Loch,  and  about  nineteen  miles  from  Selkirk, 
from  which  and  from  Innerleithen  there  are 
coaches  to  the  place.  Moffat  is  about  fifteen 
miles  distant,  and  a  coach  runs  between  it  and 
St.  Mary's  Loch.  The  scenery  is  pastoral  and 
beautiful,  and,  being  a  very  good  angling  centre, 
it  is  greatly  frequented  in  the  summer  months. 
Visitors  can  fish  the  Kirkstead ;  St.  Mary's  Loch 
and  Loch  of  the  Lowes,  close  by ;  the  Meggat,  a 
mile  and  a  half  off ;  the  Ettrick,  six  miles  distant ; 
the  Yarrow,  three  and  a  half  miles  off ;  Loch 
Skene,  six  miles  off. 

Yarrow  is  a  beautiful  pastoral  district  of  Sel- 
kirkshire, and  can  be  reached  by  rail  to  Selkirk  on 
the  IS  orth  British  Railway,  and  thence  by  coach 
about  fourteen  miles.  It  can  also  be  reached  by 
coach  from  Innerleithen.  It  is  in  the  centre  of  a 
good  fishing  district.  Visitors  can  fish  the 
Meggat ;  the  Eldinhope  ;  the  Kirkstead  ;  the 
YaiTOw,  close  by  ;  the  Douglas  Burn,  within  a 
mile;  St.  Mary's  Loch,  within  two  miles  and  a 
half.  .* 
(To  be  continued.) 


The  Southern  railways  are  looking  up.  This 
year  they  have  commenced  the  summer  excursion 
arrangements  with  May  instead  of  on  June  L 
With  favourable  weather  the  angler  should  take 
the  opportunities  offered  by  the  South-Eastern 
Railway  Company  for  visits  to  favourite  trout 
streams  in  Kent. 


The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Central  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  May  3,  at  the  Bed- 
ford Head  Hotel,  Maiden-line,  Covent-gardeu.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  at  9  o'clock. 

 >  »  >  »  <  

A  roach  of  31b.  7oz.  was  caught  on  Wednesday, 
April  28,  at  the  New  Mills,  Norwich,  by  a  lad.  The 
roach  measured  15|in.    No  doubt  full  of  spawn  ! 

 >»»■»<  

The  society  of  Caxtonian  Anglers  banquetted  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  April  29,  at  their  headquarters,  the  Falcon 
Tavern ,  Gough-square.  President  Cate  occupie  i  the  chair , 
and  vice-president  Chapman  was  his  vis-a-vis.  Mr. 
Brougham  (looking  better  than  ever)  and  Mr.  T.  Crumplen 
supported  the  "  chair."  The  catering  was  in  host  Brooks' 
best  style.  Mr.  Stevens  made  a  loving  cup  of  his  prize, 
and  it  was  thrice  filled  with  champigne.  The  songs,  the 
music,  and  the  speeches  were  of  the  usual  Caxtonian 
excellence,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
 >  <  

Me.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Campbell,  fishing  at  Runagry 
(Lough  Conn),  Foxford,  co.  Mayo,  Ireland,  in  two  and  a 
half  days  took  fourteen  trout,  weighing  in  the  aggregate 
22£lb.  The  largest  fish  weighed  lib.  ti^oz.  Amongst  the 
"  take  "  was  a  gilaroo  of  41b.  Did  this  gilaroo  take  a  gold 
fisli  ?  I  have  a  tame  "  goldy  "  with  a  piece  out  of  its  back, 
and  three  tails,  but  my  young  hopeful  would  not  excliange 
it  for  a  gilaroo. 

Mb.  C.  L.  Mathews,  of  Walton  House,  Marlow-on- 
Thames,  has  put  upon  the  market  an  improved  disgorger 
(an  illustration  of  which  appeared  recently  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette).  It  is  certainly  a  most  ingenious  contrivance, 
and  well  worth  the  3d.  charged  for  it.  Should  there  b9 
any  difficulty  in  procuring  it  from  local  dealers,  a  sample 
will  be  sent  post  free  by  Mr.  Mathews  for  3Jd. 

 >  ♦  »  ♦  <  

Mr.  W.  Howlett,  the  general  secretary  and  superin- 
tendent of  the  River  Lark,  says  that  at  Barton  Mills, 
Icklingham,  and  Mildenhall  the  water  is  in  good  order 
for  fly  fishing.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  "  There  were 
some  splendid  rises  of  Olive  Duns,  and  the  trout,  after  the 
long  spall  of  cold  weather  we  have  had,  seemed  highly 
delighted  with  the  glorious  sunshine  and  the  sudden 
appearance  of  thousands  of  insects  floating  on  the  surface 
of  the  water.  They  (the  trout)  were  dashing  up  in  fine 
style  after  them.  Two  gentlemen  fly  fishing  between 
Barton  and  Icklingham  took  two  brace  of  nics  fish." 
Some  of  the  weedy  portions  along  the  runs  are  being  cut, 
and  now  that  the  dace  are  getting  well  over  their  spawning 
it  will  not  damage  the  coarse  fisherman's  future  prospects. 


Mr.  Alexander  Chastel  de  Boinville,  better 
known  in  Manchester,  and  the  north  generally,  as  "  Sam 
o'  Fario,"  has  sustained  a  very  heavy  family  bereavement 
in  the  loss  of  his  brother,  Charles  Alfred  Chastel  de 
Boinville,  who  though  not  an  angler  was  a  keen  all-round 
sportsman,  and  in  his  time  a  very  clever  shot.  Many 
readers,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kingston-on- 
Thames,  where  the  family  is  well  known,  will  regret  to 
hear  of  the  death  of  Mr.  de  Boinville  at  the  early  age  of 
forty-eight.  A  remarkable  likeness,  which  often  led  to 
amusing  mistakes,  existed  between  the  two  brothers,  and 
many  a  time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buxton  it  was  sworn 
Sam  o'  Fario  had  been  seen  in  the  Dale,  when  he  was 
miles  away.  Then  the  two  brothers  would  turn  up 
together,  and  the  question  arose  :  "  Which  is  which,  and 
who's  who?"  Every  angler  will  sympathise  with  Mr.de 
Boinville  in  his  loss. 


There  is  an  old  saying  that  we  should  never  prophesy 
until  we  know.  I  am  not  a  prophet,  and  do  not  know ;  but 
it  was  generally  understood  that  the  "  barren "  swans 
belonging  to  her  most  gracious  majesty  Queen  Victoria 
had  been  removed  from  the  Thames  so  as  to  give  the  poor 
fisherman  a  chance  of  a  little  better  sport.  Now  there  is 
a  rumour — and  may  it  only  prove  to  be  a  "  rumour  " — that 
these  beautiful  beasts  have  only  been  taken  off  this  year 
on  condition  that  in  future  years  the  cost  of  their  keep 
while  penned  up  would  be  borne  by  the  T.A.P.S.,  or 
other  angling  body.  It  is  sinoerely  to  be  hoped  that  these 
ornamental  gluttons  of  the  Thames  may  not  be  allowed  to 
devour  our  prospects  of  future  sport.  How  many  swans 
are  we  fighting — what  do  they  feed  on  when  they  cannot 
get  salmon  roe  and  perch  ova — and  how  much  will  it  cost 
to  keep  them  during  the  few  short  weeks  they  unwittingly, 
of  oourse,  but  nevertheless  effectually,  destroy  the  prospects 
of  anglers  ? 

The  inhabitants  of  Llanymynech  and  its  neighbourhood 
are  being  gradually  awakened  to  the  fact  that  the  angling 
in  the  vicinity  is  worthy  of  more  attention  being  paid  to  it 
than  has  been  the  case  up  to  the  present,  and  au  associa- 
tion is  being  formed  having  for  its  objeot  the  better 
preservation  of  the  rivers  Vyrnwy  and  Tanat,  and  to  co- 
operate with  the  riparian  owners  for  that  and  other  pur- 
poses of  the  like  nature,  so  as  to  offer  to  angling  clubs  and 
anglers  in  general  greater  facilities  for  sport  than  they 
new  enjoy.  On  Monday  evening  a  most  enthusiastic 
meeting  was  held  in  furtherance  of  the  projeot,  and  an 
association,  composed  of  the  .principal  tradesmen  of  the 
place,  occupiers  of  the  land  adjoining  the  rivers,  and 
othors,  will  at  once  be  formed. 


Many  people  know  to  their  sorrow  that  telegrams  may 
bo  construed  to  mean  something  very  different  to  what  was 
intended  by  the  sender,  as  one  gentleman  discovered  during 


the  recent  Easter  holidays,  which  he  spent  at  a  well-known^ 
angling  station  a  long  distance  from  his  house.  Having 
had  some  capital  sport,  he  sent  some  of  the  fish  to  his 
friends,  and  amongst  others,  a  specimen  perch,  which  ha 
intended  to  have  preserved  and  mounted,  so  he  telegraphed 
as  follows  :  "  Have  the  perch  stuffed."  On  his  arrival 
home  his  disgnst  and  amazement  may  be  imagined  when 
the  answer  to  his  inquiry  was:  "O  yes,  we  got  the  fish 
all  right,  and  should  not  have  thought  of  stuffing  the  perch 
but  for  your  telegram.  We  did  so,  and  it  was  delicious 
eating." 

 >  <  

Sea  trout  fishiug  has  begun  on  the  Crinian  Canal, 
Lochgilphead,  and  Mr.  Woolcombe,  of  Plymouth,  had 
thirteen  fish  on  the  23rd.  ult.,  and  nineteen  on  the  21th, 

the  heaviest  weighing  21b. 

Mr.  •  H.  N.  Stroud,  from  Leicester,  who  visited 
Llanymynech  during  the  Easter  holidays  had  a  rather 
unique  experience  whilst  fly  fishiog  in  the  river  Tanat 
below  the  weir  at  Penybont.  He  had  securely  hooked  a 
fish,  but  before  he  could  land  it  the  ho  >k  gave  way  and 
the  fish  escaped.  After  repairing  damages  he  made 
another  cast,  which  was  successful,  and  on  landing  the  fish 
found  it  to  be  the  same  one  he  had  just  lost,  as  the  hook 
was  found  firmly  fixed  in  it)  mouth.  Mr.  Stroud  duiiug 
his  stay  at  Llanymynech  had  excellent  sport,  capturing 
amongst  other  fish  a  perch  of  2 }lb. 


The  Thames  and  Lea  are  now  in  first-rate  order  for 

trout  fishing. 

The  alder  is  up  "thick"  during  the  evenings  at 
Fairford,  Gloucestershire.  Is  not  this  somewhat  early  for 
the  Cotswolds  ? 


John  P.  Roberts  (of  Chicago),  W.  J.  Purcell  (of 
Washington),  and  Charles  Christian  (of  Miami)  had  been 
on  a  cruise  through  the  Keys  for  two  weeks,  says  the 
Florida  Times-Unidn.  The  cruise  extended  as  far  as 
Flamingo  Flats  and  Cape  Sable,  where  they  went  to 
procure  specimens  of  birds,  fish,  &c,  for  the  National 
Museum,  Washington.  A  thrilling  episode  of  the  cruise 
was  the  capture  of  a  sawfish  measuring  18|ft.  Cruising  off 
Maduro  Key  they  came  upon  the  huge  fish,  and  Roberts,  who 
was  keeping  a  sharp  look-out,  seized  a  harpoon  and  sunk  it 
deep  into  the  monster's  body.  Quick  as  a  flash  the  fish 
darted  down  the  channel,  making  the  line  whiz  out  of  the 
boat.  Roberts,  whose  hand  was  burned  from  the  running 
line,  called  to  Purcell  to  make  a  turn  around  the  mast. 
The  latter  had  no  time  to  do  so  before  the  end  of  the 
line  was  reached,  so  he  seized  it  with  Roberts,  who  had 
nearly  gone  overboard,  and  together  they  managed  to 
hold  it  until  Christian  contrived  to  make  the  end  fast. 
Then  the  fish  towed  the  boat  down  the  channel. 

 >  »♦ ♦ <  

Christian  manoeuvred  the  boat  into  shallow  water,  and 
here  Eoberts  put  the  grains  into  him  again.  Then  the  fish 
made  things  fly,  throwing,  in  his  frantic  rage,  sand  and 
water  high  into  the  air.  Roberts  contrived  to  get  caught 
in  the  line,  and  was  in  an  instant  pulled  overboard  a 
distance  of  40ft.  from  the  boat.  Being  an  expertswimmer, 
he  got  back  without  any  damage.  The  towing  process 
then  again  began,  this  time  with  two  lines,  and  the  cruisers 
went  flying  down  the  bay  like  sports  behind  a 
spanking  team  of  stallions.  After  a  full  hour  of  this 
the  big  fish  grew  weary,  and  was  again  hauled  alongside, 
who  i  a  big  load  of  buckshot  was  put  into  him.  Still  he 
was  not  dead,  but  very  weary.  Roberts  then  performed 
the  dangerous  feat  of  getting  on  his  back  and  placing  a 
line  around  his  huge  saw.  It  then  required  the  combined 
efforts  of  the  three  men  to  haul  him  on  to  the  sands,  and 
here  he  began  to  slash  about  again.  Purcell  got  a  cut  on 
the  foot  that  he  is  nurcing  yet. 

 >  »  t  «  < 

Mr.  J.  A.  Brooke,  of  Fenay,  Hnddersfield,  who  a 
few  years  ago  purchased  the  estate  of  Fearn,  Ross-shire, 
has  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  in  improving  the  angling 
amenities  of  his  Highland  estate.  As  reported  in  F.  O.  of 
Oct.  24  last,  he  constructed  a  new  artificial  lake  near 
Fearn  House.  Last  week  a  railway  van  from  the  Howie- 
town  Fisheries,  Stirling,  conveyed  in  tanks  600  font i nal is 
(German  trout),  and  600/an'o  (brown  trout),  the  bulk  of 
which  were  deposited  in  Loch  Muieblairy,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  artificial  loch  referred  to.  Mr.  Andrew 
Winchester,  of  the  Fisheries  Company,  superintended  the 
work,  and  when  the  fish  were  deposited,  it  was  found  that 
out  of  the  1200  only  fifteen  died  on  the  journey.  Unfortu- 
nately, a  shepherd,  named  Donald  Aird,  who  assisted  in 
the  uphill  work,  got  his  leg  accidentally  broken  through 
the  restiveness  of  a  Highland  pony. 


Messrs.  Cosenza  and  Co.  have  received  the  following 
valuable  testimonial  to  the  value  of  the  Maggi  Consomme 
and  Soups :  Jeaffreson  Farnham  Arctic  Expedition, 
April  7,  1897. — "  Gentlemen. — Last  year  inside  the  Polar 
Circle,  when  every  ounce  of  food  was  worth  more  than  its 
weight  in  gold,  having  no  means  of  transport,  I  found 
your  speciality  the  most  sustaining  I  have  ever  used.  It  is 
just  the  thing  for  Arctic  work,  when  the  greatest  amount 
of  nourii-hment  in  the  smallest  space  is  a  desideratum. — 
Yours  gratefully,  (Signed)  W.  B.  Farnham,  M.A.,  F.Z.S." 

Two  important  events  are  announced  for  the  Royal 
Aquarium  next  week.  An  International  Motor  Car  and 
Cycle  Exhibition  is  to  bo  opened  in  St.  Stephen's  Hall  on 
May  1,  iinl  the  fifteenth  Annual  Pet  Dog  Show  is  to  be 
hold  in  the  great  hall  of  the  Aquarium  on  Tueslay, 
Wednesday,  and  Thursday,  May  4,  5,  and  (5.  The  latter 
will  be  a  free  attraction  and  will  not  interfere  with  the 
great  Kaster  programme.  Draonet, 


- 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

ffST  River  Reporters  ivho  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Remarks.  —  Up  to 
this  morning  (Wednesday)  not  a  single  report  as  to  the 
capture  of  a  trout  has  come  to  hand,  and  from  personal 
inquiries  the  same  result  has  been  received.  We  are  now 
threatened  with  some  stormy  weather,  attended  with 
thunder  and  lightning,  though  at  the  time  I  am  writing 
the  barometer  has  an  upward  tendency.  The  effect  of  the 
storm  at  Kingston  last  night  will  not  easily  be  forgotten 
by  those  who  happened  to  be  on  the  river.  The  spawning 
of  the  perch  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  in  such 
quantities  that  have  not  been  seen  for  years.  The 
great  enemy  to  the  ova,  the  swans,  up  to  Monday  last 
were  still  at  large.  It  is  to  be  hoped  before  another  year 
the  legislature  will  be  called  upon  to  prevent  the  barren 
swans  at  least  from  being  on  the  river  during  the  spawning 
season.  It  is  to  some  extent  a  national  question  in 
reference  to  a  national  sport,  and  where  associations  are 
established  to  maintain,  amongst  other  duties,  a  stock  of 
fish  in  the  river,  surely  in  the  metropolitan  river  and  the  city 
waters  the  ova  of  the  fish  should  be  protected  and  pre- 
served for  the  benefit  of  the  thousands  who  enjoy  the 
healthy  recreation  and  pleasure  of  angling  in  their  spare 
moments.  I  am  out  of  the  business  now,  but  I  have  the 
same  love  for  the  river,  and  the  time  and  anxiety  in  days 
of  old  that  I  have  spent  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes  of 
anglers  will  not  easily  be  forgotten,  though  I  am  often 
led  to  think  the  anglers  of  the  present  day  do  not 
appreciate  past  services.  We  are  losing  a  very  good  friend, 
Mr.  A.  E.  Armstrong,  of  Chertsey,  by  his  removal  to 
Wales,  and  1  cannot  forget  the  very  great  assistance  he 
has  rendered  to  the  T.A.P.S.  as  its  honorary  river  keeper, 
not  only  in  the  protection  of  the  river,  but  in  various 
nettings  which  he  has  alone  organised,  and  turned  into  the 
river  large  quantities  of  fish.  He  will  carry  with  him  my 
beat  wishes  for  the  future  and  a  grateful  recollection  of 
what  he  has  done,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  Chertsey 
Angling  Association,  to  which  he  was  devoted,  will  lose  a 
valuable  officer. — B. 

  (Datchet). — Nothing  has  been  done  here  with 

the  trout,  excepting  one  of  3Jlb.  I  caught  myself  on  the 
22nd  ult. — a  very  handsome  fish.  The  two  warm  days 
we  have  had  has  made  the  trout  show  themselves.  I  saw 
lots  of  them  on  Wednesday  not  many  steps  from 
here,  and  Mr.  Skelton,  of  the  Mornin?  Star,  to  give  you 
his  words  to  me  yesterday,  they  nearly  drove  him  mad  ; 
splash  here  and  a  splash  there,  everywhere  but  just  where 
he  happened  to  be  ;  but  catching  trout  in  such  slack  water 
is  not  an  easy  task. — G.  Lumsden. 

 (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes  : 

"  As  we  have  had  such  cold  easterly  winds  blowing  all  the 
week,  there  has  not  been  anyone  out,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  much  done  till  we  get  a  change  in  the 
weather.  There  are  a  great  quantity  of  barbel  drawing  up 
to  the  back  weir." — B. 

 (Kingston). — My  correspondent  writes :  "  I  have 

not  heard  of  any  trout  having  been  taken,  but  I  have  seen 
a  good  many  trout  on  the  move.  Up  to  this  evening 
(Monday)  the  swans  are  still  on  the  river,  and  there  is 
more  spawn  at  Sunbury,  Walton,  and  Hampton  Court." 
— B. 

  (Monkey  Island). — Water  in  splendid  condition 

for  trout.  Have  seen  ssveral  nice  fish  on  the  move  the 
last  two  days.  A  very  good  one  in  Bray  Weir  ;  he  has 
been  hooked  and  lost,  and  I  believe  one  or  two  more 
have  been  seen  about.  There  is  a  nice  fish  between 
Bray  Losk  and  Monkey  Island.  I  am  told  it  is  between 
81b.  and  91b. ;  also  two  more  have  been  seen  between 
Colonel  Harford's  (Down  Place)  and  Water  Oakley.  There 
seems  to  be  no  one  trout  fishing,  but  I  should  think  they 
are  well  worth  trying  for.  Having  been  very  poorly  my- 
self lately,  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the 
trout,  but  have  heard  accounts  from  good  authority. — 
Robert  Plummeb. 

  (Shepperton).  —  George    Rosewell     writes : 

"Owing  to  the  cold  nights  and  water  being  bad,  I  have 
had  very  little  trout  fishing,  and  only  taken  four  fish, 
since  the  one  of  81b.  loz.  taken  by  Mr.  R,  Coles,  who 
has  caught  another  of  GJlb.  Tbe  others  were  a  small 
one  of  21b.,  by  Mr.  James  Clapp,  which  he  returned,  and 
one  of  5Jlb  ,  by  Mr.  G.  Francis."— B. 

  (Weybridge).— My  good  friend,  Mr.  C.  H. 

Wheeley,  writing  on  Monday,  says:  "  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  confirm  the  reports  that  the  perch  are  spawning  in 
Walton  Sale — I  was  lately  over  there— the  roots  and 
weeds  are  full  of  it.  I  did  not  see  any  swans  on  the  Sale, 
but  oounted  sixteen  in  a  meadow  above  Shepperton 
Church.  I  have  walked  along  several  miles  of  water  but 
have  not  seen  a  fish  move." — B. 

  (Windsor  District). — On  the  2"th  ult.  a  very 

sudden  change  in  the  weather  took  place  here,  and 
veered  round,  and  in  the_  evening  there  was  heavy  thunder 
and  lightning,  accompanied  by  a  sharp  shower.  At  time 
of  writing  tne  sky  is  overcast,  and  the  air  deliciously 
balmy — just  what  the  Thames  trout  angler  likes  to  feel. 
Unfortunately,  I  c inn  it  get  away,  or  should  certainly 
have  a  ramble  up  the.  river  to-day  and  see  where  some  of 
these  beauties  are.  Yesterday  I  was  asked  to  come  out 
and  try  three  good  fish  that  were  cutting  about  within  a 
short  distance  of  Windsor  Bridge  ;  but  I  prefer  to  see 
others  catch  them.  By  the  bye,  in  my  last  report  I  said  : 
"  I  have  seen  a  fish  'playing  about  just  outside  here,  and 
expect  ere  long  one  of  our  local  enthusiasts  will  have  him." 
The  next  day  he  was  caught  by  Mr.  C.  Harris,  of  Eton  ;  a 


very  game  little  fish.  I  weighed  him  just  31b.  6oz. 
Gentlemen  with  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  have  been  running 
several  fish,  but  can  hear  of  none  landed.  As  I  look 
on  the  river,  which  is  like  a  sheet  of  glass,  the 
swallows  are  flitting  about,  and  the  air,  if  anything, 
is  a  trifle  oppressive.  We  had  a  grand  rain,  and 
prospects  look  Al  for  next  week's  trouting.  Jame3 
Gray,  the  fisherman,  has  just  been  in  to  tell  me  a  grand 
fish  is  playing  this  morning  up  river,  and  he  knows  of 
eleven  others.  Would-be  captors  of  a  Thames  trout  make 
a  note  of  this.  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  one,  31b.,  last 
evening. — B.  R.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— Two  catches  of  twenty-five 
and  nine  trout  respectively  are  the  best  results  of  which  I 
have  heard  this  week.  The  largest  fish  was  ljlb.,  the 
second  lib.  The  weather  has  come  in  quite  warm  and 
springlike,  with  a  gentle  rain  falling  as  I  write. — Thomas 
Ford,  Caistor. 

Bare,  Norfolk  (Wroxham  District).— We  are 
now  in  what  is,  all  round,  the  worst  season  of  the  year  for 
angling  in  this  district.  Coarse  fish  are  preparing  for 
spawning,  and  the  prevailing  dull  weather,  with  bitterly 
cold  north  and  north-east  winds,  send  fish  off  feed,  and 
trout  fishing  is  so  scarce  in  the  district  that  most  anglers 
who  have  opportunities  for  that  class  of  sport  defer  com- 
mencing the  season  until  May  and  early  June,  when  sport 
is  more  certain.  There  is,  however,  a  fair  amount  of  good 
dace,  fly  fishing,  in  the  mill  streams  and  upper  sections  of 
the  rivers,  which  can  be  got,  and  these  fish  are  usually  in 
good  condition  about  June  until  the  beginning  of  July. 
However,  in  my  opinion  bottom  fishing  in  this  neighbour- 
hood is  scarcely  worth  pursuit  by  those  who  care  about 
taking  fish  in  really  good  condition. — C.  H.  Taylor. 

Cornish  Streams.— The  rivers  are  still  high,  but 
clear.  Until  Tuesday  the  air  was  so  cold  and  the  east 
winds  so  boisterous  that  very  few  rods  went  on  the  water. 
Then  there  was  a  change,  but  singularly  enough,  although 
the  streams  on  the  east  of  Dartmoor  were  flooded,  there 
was  very  little  difference  on  the  western  sides.  Some  good 
trout  have  been  taken  all  round,  but  there  have  been  no 
sensational  baskets,  the  best  being  that  of  Mr.  Dymond, 
of  Callington,  who  got  thirty-four  in  a  couple  of  hours  on 
the  Lynher. — Bodmin. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Trout  fishing  has 
improved  considerably  during  the  past  few  days  when  the 
weather  has  been  fine.  The  grannom  is  being  freely  used 
with  good  results,  and  the  Red  Palmer  is  also  taking.  On 
the  fiarbourne,  Mr-  E.  Distin  got  two  and  a  half  dozen, 
and  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  a  dozen  brace,  these  two  fishermen 
each  getting  like  numbers  in  the  main  river  on  Monday. 
Mr.  Revell  also  secured  a  dish  of  fine  fish,  and  Mr.  Cricket, 
a  visitor,  has  been  doing  well  with  the  minnow.  Mr.  H.  T. 
Distin  creeled  nine  big  trout  from  the  Harbourne,  but 
salmon  are  scarce  just  now  in  the  lower  waters.  Rev. 
Rickard  and  others  have,  however,  been  getting  a  few 
salmon  in  the  moorland  tributaries.  Now  that  the  water 
has  fined  down  a  good  time  is  anticipated. — Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.  —  There  is  now  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  weather,  which  will  be  most  welcome. 
For  the  past  few  weeks  flood  has  succeeded  flood.  On  the 
smaller  streams  trout  have  been  taking  fairly  well,  but  fly 
fishing  has  been  "off"  on  the  bigger  rivers.  One  rod. 
took  nineteen  on  the  Torridge,  at  Beaford,  and  a  20oz.  fish 
was  captured  in  the  free  water.  Another  gentleman  had 
twenty  near  Torrington.  The  conservators  of  the  Taw 
and  Torridge  intend  having  the  rivers  more  closely 
watched,  in  order  to  prevent  the  poaching.  On  the  Exe 
and  Barle  the  alder  and  grannom  have  been  showing,  and 
there  should  be  some  good  sport.  Evening  fishing  is 
recommended,  and  on  the  East  Devn  streams  angling  has 
been  successful  lat9  in  the  day.  Those  intending  to  fish 
the  Avon  and  Erne  should  secure  association  tickets  in 
addition  to  the  conservators'.  The  number  of  salmon 
taken  has  been  very  limited,  although  a  few  have  been 
taken  in  the  Taw  and  also  in  the  Exe. — Devonian. 

East  and  West  Cleddan  (Pembrokeshire).— 
Good  sport  has  been  had  with  trout  during  the  past  ten 
days,  fish  rising  freely  to  the  Red  Spinner.  A  son  of  Col. 
White  (an  enthusiastic  fly  fisher)  has  been  taking  from 
twenty  to  forty  trout  a  day.  Since  the  weather  became 
warmer  trout  are  not  rising  so  freely. — H. 

Eden  (Carlisle).— Trout  fishing  has  been  better  of  late 
since  the  weather  became  a  little  more  genial.  The  best 
baskets  have  been  made  by  Mr.  G.  Scott,  who  creeled  fifty- 
three  trout,  weighing  201b.,  in  the  Armathwaite  Club 
waters  on  Easter  Monday,  and  forty -two,  weighing  141b., 
on  the  following  day  at  Little  Salkeld.  Salmon  fishing 
has  fallen  off,  the  bright  sun  being  much  against  it.  On 
the  17th,  Mr.  Eustace  Hills  had  one  8|lb.,  at  Corby.  On 
the  19th,  he  killed  one  211b.  ;  and  in  the  same  water  Mr. 
Littledale  landed  two,  171b.  and  181b.  On  the  22nd,  Mr. 
George  Potter  landed  one,  161b.,  between  Warwick  and 
Wetheral  ;  Mr.  Sanderman  one  on  the  Doctor's  Flat  ;  Mr. 
Humble  one,  71b.,  at  Armathwaite  ;  and  a  gentleman, 
staying  at  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  Armathwaite,  had  two. 
On  the  24th,  Mr.  Eustace  Hills  killed  two,  131b.  and  13 Jib., 
in  the  Corby  water.  Salmon  are  get  ting  rather  stale,  most 
of  those  up  the  river  being  old-laid  fish,  and  therefore  shy 
takers.  In  addition  to  this,  some  of  them  are  getting 
touched  with  the  disease,  so  that  not  much  sport  oan  be 
expected,  unless  we  get  a  fresh  run  from  the  Solway,  of 
which  there  is  at  present  no  sign. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Since  my  last  report  this  river  has 
ran  rather  low  and  clear,  and  consequent  upon  this  the 
anglers  have  had  poor  sport.  Cold  winds  have  also  pre- 
vailed, and  this  has  prevented  many  anglers  from  going 
out.  The  catches  to  band  are  :  Mr.  J.  Baker,  five  brace  : 
Rev.  MacLagan,  four  brace;  Mr.  Berryman,  three 
brace ;  whilst  Mr.  English  has  bad  good  sport,  one  of  his 
trout  weighing  l^lb. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).  —  Another  spate  came 
down  on  Tuesday,  which,  considering  the  terrific  down- 
pour of  rain  on  Monday  night,  was  no  more  than  could  be 


expected.  This  has,  of  course,  given  worm  fishing  another 
innings,  and  several  good  trout  have  been  basketed.  Just 
prior  to  this  Mr.  G.  G.  Snell  had  a  pretty  lot  of  thirteen, 
on  the  fly,  from  the  Brampford  water,  and  Mr.  G.  Taylor 
had  one  or  two  fair  fish  on  the  minnow.  Weather  is  now 
more  like  spring,  and  if  it  only  continues,  fly  fishermen 
should  have  a  good  time  after  such  heavy  waters — Red 
Palmer. 

Fen    District    (South     Lincolnshire).  —  The 

weather  again  this  week  has  been  unsuitable  for  fly 
fishing,  it  being  too  dull  and  cold  to  bring  out  the  insects 
at  which  the  trout  should  now  be  eagerly  rising.  Friday 
finishes  the  month,  and  seldom  has  April  been  less  pro- 
ductive of  sport  in  this  line  than  this  year.  Nearly  all  the 
fish  caught  have  come  to  hand  through  grub  or  worm 
baits,  and  the  only  flies  that  seem  to  be  about  are  land 
flies,  such  as  the  Cowdung  fly,.and  these  are  swept  about 
by  the  wind  in  a  senseless  fashion.  May  ought  to  bring  us 
better  luck. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).  —  Non-success  last  week  has 
caused  the  waters  about  Retford  to  be  deserted.  Lively 
little  dace  came  to  hand  freely  enough,  but  they  were 
only  fit  for  bait,  and  the  big  trout  were  nearly  non 
est.  The  streams  nearer  Newark  afforded  better  sport, 
but  even  from  this  district  I  hear  fly  fishing  is  no  good 
whilst  the  cold  lasts.  From  different  districts  I  learn  that 
a  number  of  salmon  have  gone  up  the  Trent,  as  I  antici- 
pated. This  year  there  is  plenty  of  water,  and  the  weirs 
are  easily  mounted,  and  the  river  cleaner  of  sewage  than 
has  been  the  case  for  sometime.  It  will  be  well  tobe 
on  the  look-out  for  tile  fish  as  they  return.  Fly  fishing 
for  them,  however,  is  no  good. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  Some 
very  good  baskets  have  been  obtained  the  last  few  days. 
Mr.  Diemer  took  nine  one  evening,  and  fourteen  one 
morning,  all  over  Jib.  The  writer  on  Monday  evening 
had  ten,  weighing  6Jlb.  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Curtler 
had  also  good  sport.  In  the  Ffraw  river  tbe  writer  had 
ten  white  trout,  and  Rev.  Peter  Jones,  ten.  Best  flies  : 
March  Brown,  Palmers  (Soldier  and  Black),  and  an 
Alder.— W.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (North  Wales).  —  The  weather 
during  the  week  has  been  much  warmer  and  more  favour- 
able to  fishermen.  On  the  20th  ult.,  the  total  catch  was 
forty-three  fish,  weighing  301b.  Mr.  Wallis  took  ten, 
scaling  71b. ;  Dr.  Fenton  took  ten,  scaling  61b.  4oz. ;  and 
Mr.  Philips  took  nine,  weighing  61b.  2oz.  On  the  21st,  the 
total  catch  was  forty-one  fish,  weighing  291b.  Mr.  Philips 
took  eight,  weighing  51b.  8oz.  ;  Commander  Pulley  took 
four,  weighing  31b. ;  Mr.  Stone  took  seven,  weighing 
51b.  4oz.  (best  fish,  lib.  6oz.) ;  Dr.  Edwards  took  seven,, 
weighing  41b.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  Taylor,  seven,  weighing 
51b.  8oz.  On  the  22nd  few  rods  were  out,  the  catch  being 
thirteen  fish,  weighing  91b.  4oz.,  Dr.  Fenton  taking  seven, 
51b.  8oz.,  and  Mr.  Bradbury  four,  21b.  12oz.  The 
23rd  was  a  very  cold  day,  and  the  fishing  was  not  up 
to  the  average,  twenty-nine  fish,  weighing  161b.  2oz.,  being 
the  take ;  Messrs.  Standeu  creeled  fifteen,  weighing 
91b.  2oz. ;  and  Dr.  Fenton  seven,  51b.  8oz.  On  the  24th 
the  total  catch  was  sixty-one  fish,  weighing  401b.  10oz., 
Messrs.  Standen  taking  sixteen,  weighing  111b.;  Mr.  Stone, 
eleven,  71b.  2oz. ;  Commander  Pulley,  twelve,  91b. ; 
and  Dr.  Fenton,  twenty-two,  weighing  131b.  8oz.  (best 
fish,  lib.  10oz.).  On  the  26th,  twenty-eight  fish,  weighing 
191b.  4oz.,  were  taken.  Commander  Pulley,  eight,  weigh- 
ing 51b.  lOoz. ;  Messrs.  Standen,  nine,  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr. 
Stone,  five,  31b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Ward,  two,  lib.  4oz. ;  and 
Mr.  Davies,  four,  21b.  6oz.  On  the  27th,  fifty-four  fish, 
weighing  34 Jib. ,  were  taken,  Commander  Pulley  taking 
thirteen,  71b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Stone,  ten  fish,  71b.  2oz. ;  Mr. 
Ward,  sixteen  of  101b.  2oz. ;  and  Messrs.  Standen, 
thirteen,  81b.  6oz. — Long  Drift. 

Lngg,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  running  down  nicely,  and  will  be  in  good  order 
bylstinst.  A  few  rods  have  been  out,  and  some  sport 
obtained.  Flies  should  be  March  Brown,  Stone  Fly,  Blue 
and  Yellow  Duns,  Spinner,  Iron  Blue,  and  Hardy  Brown. 
The  weather  is  now  much  warmer,  and  seems  to  be  getting 
more  settled,  and  if  such  continues  good  sport  may  be 
looked  for  in  the  coming  week. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
noted  streams  are  now  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  , 
running  in  capital  order  tor  fishing.  The  weather  has 
turned  warmer,  and  trout  have  been  moving  better,  and 
taking  the  fly  well.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been 
out,  and  used  Little  Brown,  Olive  Dun,  Wickham,  Blue 
Dun,  Cowdung,  and  Red  Palmer,  and  some  very  nice 
sized  fish  have  been  taken,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of 
good  sport. — Gwynne. 

Maelog  Lake  (Tycroes,  Anglesey).— Some  good 
sport  has  been  obtained  in  this  lake,  and  notably  in  the 
adjoining  Crygyll  river.  Messrs.  Diemer  aud  Parry  took, 
one  day,  thirty-three  trout  and  sewin  ;  another  day,  Mr. 
Diemer  took  twelve,  and  seven  in  a  short  time  another 
day  ;  and  in  his  last  visit,  seventeen,  almost  all  brown 
trout,  averaging  Jib  — W.  H. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford,  North  Devon).  —  River 
now  in  grand  order-^fTd  fish  rising  freely.  Flies,  Blue 
and  Red  Upright.  JVi.iinow  fishing  commences  on  Satur- 
day. Salmon  are  very  plentiful  and  are  affording  good 
sport. — F.  A.  M. 

Mole  and  Bray  (South  Molton). — Notwithstanding 
the  heavy  rains  of  last  week  several  good  baskets  of  trout 
were  caught  by  holiday  anglers.  These  rivers  are  now  in 
capital  condition,  and  should  afford  good  sport.  The 
George  Hotel  has  every  accommodation,  and  owns  a  long 
stretch  of  the  above  waters,  which  is  strictly  preserved  for 
its  visitors. 

North  Staffordshire  Streams. — The  keen  north- 
east winds  having  been  tempered  somewhat  by  a  milder 
kind,  our  fishing  prospects  have  gone  up  considerably, 
Streams  are  in  beautiful  condition,  flies  arc  hatching  out 
at  about  midday,  and  fish  rise  to  a  oopy  of  the  April  Dun, 
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particularly  on  smaller  streams,  such  a9  the  Blythe  and 
Tean  Brook.  We  found  the  latter_  a  bit  coloured  a  few 
days  since,  but  by  the  afternoon  it  cleared  down,  and 
fishing  became  more  productive  of  sDort.  Grayling  are 
rather  bothering,  grabbing  over  flies  in  water  where  we 
intend  to  invite  trout.  They  are  evidently  still  spawning, 
one  or  two  we  returned  being  full  of  spawn,  while  others 
appeared  to  have  got  over  the  business.  When  no  fly  was 
on  we  found  Wickhams  and  Coachmen  do  best.  A  few 
rods  have  had  excellent  sport  in  the  pools  at  Moddershall 
during  the  past  week  ;  and  another  rod,  on  a  private  pool, 
found  the  Wickham  attractive. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — In  spite  of  cold  east 
winds  during  the  last  few  days  trout  have  not  been  dis- 
inclined to  move.  The  best  time  has  been  between  eleven 
and  two.  Yesterday  (27th)  the  river  was  discoloured  from 
a  heavy  thunderstorm,  but  it  is  clearing  again  to-day. 
March  Browns  still  appear  on  the  water,  but  best  flies  are 
lied  Upright  and  small  Hare's  Ear. — Heron. 

Plymouth. — Sea  fishing  has  been  looking  up.  Mr. 
Parkhurst  had  four  dozen  and  eight  on  Monday,  four 
dozen  and  ten  on  Tuesday,  three  dozen  and  five  on 
Wednesday.  Hoare  was  the  boatman.  Mackerel  are 
still  plentiful,  but  are  a  long  way  off.  The  fishing  is  now 
commencing  from  the  various  piers,  and  some  cod  have 
been  taken  near  the  Cobbler  deeps. — W.  Heardeb 
(B.S.A.S.). 

Severn  (Shropshire).— We  have  been  favoured  with 
finer  weather  this  week,  and  the  river  being  in  good  order 
sport  has  correspondingly  improved.  A  few  good  trout  of 
between  lib.  and  21b.  have  been  taken  with  the  spinning 
baits,  and  it  is  by  this  method  that  the  best  results  may 
be  obtained.  Fly  fishing  is  for  the  first  time  this  season 
practicable,  but  little  has  yet  been  done  in  this  direction. 
The  yellow-bodied  March  Brown,  Ked  Spinner,  Marlow 
Buzz,  and  Duns  are  recommended.  Worm  fishing  in  the 
Bea  has  yielded  good  sport  of  late. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy- 
nech). — These  rivers  are  again,  after  the  recent  storms, 
getting  into  grand  condition,  and  with  the  weather  much 
warmer  and  no  cold  winds  to  contend  with  angling  is  now 
pursued  under  the  most  pleasant  conditions,  and  some 
capital  sport  is  being  obtained  with  the  fly,  amongst  which 
the  Blue  Dun  and  Bed  Spinner  are  the  most  successful. 
Some  good  fish  are  also  taken  with  the  minnow  in  the 
Severn  and  Vyrnwy,  and  during  the  Easter  holidays  a  very 
large  number  of  excursionists  visited  this  neighbourhood, 
and  although  the  state  of  the  rivers  were  not  all  that  could 
be  desired,  some  good  fish  were  landed,  a  large  perch, 
2£lb.  in  weight,  amongst  the  number. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  past  few  days 
have  been  warm  and  summerlike.  Streams  and  rivers  are 
now  in  excellent  order.  Fair  sport  has  been  had  in 
Western  Sussex  in  preserved  water,  where  trout  up  to  21b. 
have  been  taken,  the  Blue  Dun  being  the  most  successful. 
In  the  Ouse  tributaries  small  trout  have  been  killed  by 
worming,  but  nothing  exceeding  12oz.  has  been  notified 
me.  Harbour  fishing  is  improving,  the  smelt  giving  good 
sport. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).— Kivers  are  in  better  condition 
than  for  years  past.  The  past  dry  seasons  cannot  be 
expected  to  produce  trout  so  plentiful  as  if  a  good  past 
had  been  experienced,  but,  considering  all  thiDgs,  the 
season  is  very  good,  and  the  free  waters  around  Barnstaple 
have  given  decent  sport.  Catches  of  four  dozen  down  to 
six  brace  have  been  easily  taken,  and  streams,  which  for 
years  were  dry,  fish  are  now  found  in.  The  few  days  of 
east  wind  caused  the  rivers  to  go  down,  but  the  rain 
has  brought  them  up  again.  The  large  rivers  are  too 
big  for  much  trout  fishing,  and  only  a  few  real  fresh 
fish  (salmon)  have  been  taken.  The  net  men  com- 
mence May  1,  and  then  for  months  no  fresh  salmon  can 
run  up  beyond  the  crowd  of  net  fishermen.  I  saw  three 
fish  (trout)  taken  in  a  brook  where  no  fish  were  ever  taken 
before. — Busty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is  in 
excellent  condition,  but  as  the  ''  green  fly  "  is  thick  cn  the 
water  there  is  not  much  chance  of  sport  this  week,  but  it 
is  hoped  that  next  week  it  will  be  much  better,  that  is  if 
the  green  fly  cleais  off. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  gone 
down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  capital  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  up  to  Sunday  was  very  cold,  with 
east  wind  blowing,  and  rew  rods  out ;  but  a  change  came 
on  Monday,  and  sino<»  .en  more  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  have  used  little  March  Brown,  Cowdung,  Bed  Palmer, 
Olive  Dun,  Wickham's  Fancy,  and  Blue  Dun.  Bottom 
fishing  has  been  tried,  with  worm,  and  some  good  fish 
taken.  Artificial  minnow  fishing  is  improving.  On  the 
water,  on  Monday,  two  gentlemen  were  out  with  the  fly 
and  caught  a  good  basket  of  trout.  The  Steventon  water 
has  been  tried  and  some  good  lots  of  trout  landed,  and 
grayling  have  rose  well  at  the  fly.  Below  Ludford  Bridge 
worm  has  accounted  for  large  trout.  At  the  end  of  last 
week  two  fino  trout  were  caught — one  scaled  2Jlb.  and  the 
other  over  21b.  Under  Whitcliffe  a  few  nice  fish  have  been 
taken.  The  Ony,  Corve,  Clun,.  and  Ledwyche  are  all 
running  clear  and  in  good  order.  Trout  have  been  taken 
with  the  fly  in  the  Ony,  and  good  sport  with  worm  in  the 
Corve. — S  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  part  has  now 
gone  down  and  cleared,  and  is  running  in  good  fishing 
order.  The  weathor  was  cold  and  against  fishing  up  to 
Saturday,  and  few  were  out,  but  a  welcome  change  took 
place  on  Monday,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have  boen  out 
since.  The  fish  have  been  moving  better  this  week,  and 
rise  at  the  Blue  Dun,  Olive  Dun,  Red  Palmer,  and 
Cowdung,  and  some  nice  fish  taken.  With  continued  fine 
weather  there  should  bo  good  tport  had  in  this  district.— 
Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  on  Monday  was 
getting  in  good  order  for  fishing,  and  many  trout  were 
taken,  and  at  Beaford  Mr.  Snell  took  a  salmon  191b.  In 


the  evening  we  had  torrents  of  rain,  and  that  rose  the 
river.  Yesterday  afternoon  we  had  heavy  thunder  for 
about  two  hours — peal  upon  peal — and  finished  with  very 
heavy  rain,  which  has  again  given  a  rise  to  the  river,  and 
put  a  stop  to  the  fishing  for  a  day  or  two.  It  will  be  good 
fishing  in  the  brooks  this  week,  and  if  the  weather  holds 
fair  the  river  will  be  in  good  order  next  week. — Practical 
Angler. 

Usk  (Abergavenny). — Water  in  good  condition  ; 
most  anglers  having  good  sport.  On  W.  Poulette,  Esq.'s 
private  fishing,  at  Penyworlod,  Mr.  John  Davies,  with  the 
fly,  took  a  basket  of  thirty  trout  in  healthy  condition, 
weighing  181b.  Col.  Manwell  last  Saturday,  at  Nanty- 
derry,  caught  a  salmon  171b.  weight.  Master  Moisson,  on 
late  Jacob's  meadow,  caught  salmon  weighing  121b.  Mrs. 
Phillips,  Bell  Hotel,  Llangroiney,  has  some  excellent 
fishing,  which,  I  understand,  is  free  to  gentlemen  residing 
at  the  hotel.— Ernle  Delafield. 

Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Ri vers 
are  now  in  splendid  order  for  fly  fishing ;  baskets  of  41b.  to 
61b.  are  caught  continually.  The  favourites  flies  are  March 
Brown,  Light  and  Dark  Blues. — Pontsennt. 

Witkam  and  Wold  Streams  (Lincolnshire).— 
With  only  one  day  as  promising  for  sport  last  week,  the 
present  has  been  sunless  and  cold,  except  for  the  briefest 
intervals.  A  few  gentlemen  from  a  distance  tried  the 
Wold  brooks,  and  managed  to  get  an  odd  brace  now  and 
again,  but  really  this  could  scarcely  be  deemed  sufficient 
encouragement  for  a  holiday  on  a  Lincolnshire  trout 
stream.  In  the  district  of  the  upper  Witham  things  were 
not  much  improved,  but  merely  a  change  in  the  month 
will  bring  a  change  in  sport.  There  is  plenty  of  water  in 
all  streams,  and  as  soon  as  the  fish  are  seen  to  rise,  March 
Brown  or  Olive  or  Blue  Duns,  and  perhaps  Cowdung 
imitation,  would  be  useful. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells).— C.  G.  Inglis  Esq.,  Capt. 
Wood,  and  Capt.  Woosnam  had  fair  sport  with  salmon 
this  week,  very  little  trout  caught.  The  river  is  in  good 
condition.  The  fly  should  be  very  killing  the  next  few 
days. — W.  B.  Boberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Aberfeldy   (Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel).  —  Mr. 

Sturrock  fished  the  Tay  on  the  20th  ult.,  and  caught  six 
trout,  ojlb. ;  on  the  21st,  five  trout,  3£lb. ;  on  the  22nd,  four 
trout,  3lb.  ;  on  the  23rd,  eight  trout,  3Jlb.  ;  on  the  24th, 
five  trout,  41b. — Alex.  Nicol. 

Carron,  Easter  Boss  (Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  The 
long  spell  of  cold,  dry  weather,  with  scorching  winds,  has 
reduced  sport  to  a  minimum,  and  several  anglers,  including 
Sir  Francis  Denys,  Bart.,  have  left  for  the  south.  The  few 
fish  landed  since  last  report  were  got  by  keepers.  On 
Tuesday  last  week  Mr.  George  Boss,  Braelangwell,  on 
Mr.  Payne's  rod,  landed  two  salmon,  averaging  111b.  ; 
and  on  Thursday,  one  weighing  151b.  Another  fish  or  two 
were  caught,  but  particulars  not  known.  Besides  unfavour- 
able weather,  the  river  is  too  low  for  angling.  On  Tues- 
day this  week  Mr.  B.  T.  Coupland,  Cresswell  Gardens, 
London,  fishing  from  Balnagowan  Arms  Hotel,  landed  a 
fine  salmon  of  151b.  on  Gruinard's  water. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Since  the  end  of  last  week 
the  Biver  Deveron  has  been  getting  somewhat  low  for  fish 
running,  and  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  the  net  fishermen 
scarcely  landed  a  salmon,  only  a  few  trout  having  been  got. 
For  the  previous  week  the  total  catch  of  salmon  from  the 
river  and  coast  was  five  boxes.  Most  of  the  salmon  were 
captured  in  the  river  during  the  early  part  of  the  week. 
On  the  Duff  House,  Dunlugas,  and  several  other  waters 
trout  fishing  has  greatly  improved,  and  some  capital 
baskets  of  fish  have  been  got.  Although  the  weather  has 
for  some  time  been  dry  and  sunshiny,  frost  at  times  is 
very  keen.  A  mild  shower  of  rain  is  greatly  required. — 
H.  W. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland   (Invershin,   N.B.).— An 

earlier  start  than  usual  has  been  made  in  sea  trout  angling 
on  this  tidal  water,  which  is  free  to  the  public.  On 
April  17,  Messrs.  Inglis  and  Miller,  of  Glasgow,  were  out 
from  Station  Hotel,  and  made  a  basket  of  61b.  ;  and  on 
19th,  one  of  71b.  On  20th  none  were  out.  On  21st, 
Messrs.  Inglis  and  Miller  made  a  capital  basket  of  fourteen 
sea  trout,  aggregating  221b. ;  on  22nd  they  got  41b.  sea 
trout ;  and  on  23rd,  61b.  The  first  two  months  of  the  net 
fishings  have  been  the  poorest  for  many  years.  On 
Tuesday  this  week,  however,  some  good  hauls  were  made 
on  the  Balnagown  fishings. — B. 

Lochawe. — Lochawe  Hotel,  Lochawe.  In  the  Hotel 
Bay,  Mr.  Maitland,  Broughty  Ferry,  on  Monday  had  one 
salmon,  121b. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  one,  91b. — G.  A. 

Loch  Earn. — This  loch  is  in  excellent  ply — better 
than  it  has  been  for  years  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The 
following  are  the  catches  for  two  boats,  being  the  only 
boats  out  this  year  :  April  23rd,  Mr.  Beaven  killed  thirty- 
two  trout,  8^1b. ;  Mr.  Robertson  (out  for  two  hours),  ten 
trout,  2jflb.  April  24,  Mr.  Beaven,  seventeen  trout,  51b.  ; 
Mr.  Robertson,  thirty  trout,  91b.  April  26,  Mr.  Beaven, 
twenty-four  trout,  81b.  ;  Mr.  Robertson,  forty-eight  trout, 
131b. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — There  has  been  very  little  to 
report  here  during  the  past  week.  The  weather  up  to 
Tuesday  was  bright  and  anything  but  favourable,  and  few 
fish  were  captured.  On  Tuesday  a  marked  improvement 
took  place,  a  light  rain  fell,  with  a  calm  most  of  the  day. 
Fish  were  on  the  move,  but  the  calm  prevented  much 
from  being  done  with  the  rod.  Last  Friday  Mr.  Cameron, 
Armadale,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Harris,  Kinross,  captured  at  the 
"Hole  of  Inch"  twenty-eight  trout,  211b.,  with  fly, 
which  is  the  record  basket  of  the  season  from  one  boat. 
Mr.  Lawson,  Glasgow,  had  eleven  trout,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr. 
Haig,  Blairhill,  captured  eleven  trout,  91b.  Rov.  Mr. 
Jacques,  Kettering,  out  a  few  hours  on  Monday,  had  six 
trout,  51b.  8oz. ;  and  on  Tuesday,  eight  trout,  71b. — 
Rout.  Laing. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonar bridge).— The  first  trial  of 


the  season  on  this  loch  was  made  on  Friday  last  by  Mr.  John 
McPherson,  Bridge  Hotel.  The  firstfew  cistsyielded  him 
two  excellent  trout  of  about  $lb.  each,  and  the  next  two  or 
three  hours  not  a  lite.  On  Saturday  he  made  a  basket  of 
nine  trout,  31b.,  all  in  excellent  condition.  On  Monday 
this  week  he  got  nine  trout,  2§lb. 

Loch  Tay,  Kenmore  (Perthshire,  N.B.).— Ken- 
more,  Loch  Tay.  On  the  Hotel  water,  April  21,  Mr.  James 
Lord  killed  salmon,  221b.  ;  Miss  Langmore,  181b;  22nd, 
Mr.  James  Lord,  181b. ;  23rd,  Mias  Langmore,  171b.  ;  Mr. 
H.  J.  Knight,  201b. ;  25th,  Mr.  Beattie,  171b.— W.  Knk.kt. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— April  21,  Mr.  Cuttler,  one 
salmon,  271b.  22nd,  Mr.  Wheen,  two,  211b.,  181b. ;  Mr. 
Beaven,  one,  17ib. ;  Mrs.  Maisey,  one,  181b.  23rd,  Mr. 
Lawrence,  two,  321b.,  171b.  24th,  Mr.  Kendrew,  two, 
191b.,  151b.  26th,  Mr.  J.  Lord,  one,  231b.;  'Mr.  Maieey 
for  Mr.  Heathcote,  two,  161b.,  171b.  27th,  Mr.  Kendrew, 
one,  171b. — H.  Maisey. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).  — The 
weather  has  of  late  been  exceedingly  unfavourable  for 
angling  in  every  way.  The  only  sport  obtained  was  as 
follows:  On  Monday,  Col.  Willson  (Scots  Guards),  Syre 
Lodge,  landed  one  salmon  on  Beat  No.  1 ;  Major  Burnell 
Milnis,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught  one  salmon  on  Thursday, 
and  another  on  Friday. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— Sport  has  been  very  rife 
on  some  parts  of  the  mid  reaches  of  the  Dee,  while  on 
others  there  appears  a  scarcity  of  fish,  and  accordingly 
little  doing.  On  the  Braemar  waters  fish  are  taking  but 
slowly  to  the  upper  pools  owing  to  the  coi  tinued  low 
temperature  of  the  water.  However,  on  the  Invercauld 
water  Col.  Morland  landed  a  fish  of  71b.  on  Monday,  and 
another  of  the  same  weight  on  Tuesday.  On  the  Balmoral 
and  Ballater  waters  sport  has  been  anything  but  bright. 
On  the  Glentana  waters  the  spring  tenants  have  finished 
their  season  with,  on  the  whole,  comparatively  poor  results. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms,  Aboyne,  during  the  past  few  weeks 
Captain  Scott  landed  four  fish  scaling  from  5Jlb.  to  171b. ; 
Mr.  Whitelaw,  four,  ranging  from  61b.  to  191b. ;  Mr.  Fyfe 
Jameson,  six,  scaling  up  to  191b. ;  Mr.Nelson, three,  of  61b  , 
61b.,  and  71b.  ;  and  Mr.  Letham,  four,  ranging  from  61b.  to 
91b.  On  the  Desswood  water,  Mr.  W.  S.  Campbell 
creeled  eight  fish,  ranging  from  71b.  to  151b.  On  Kincar- 
dine water,  Mrs.  Pickering  had  two,  of  71b.  and  7Jlb. ; 
Capt.  James,  two,  cf  81b.  and  101b.  ;  while  on  the  Carlogie 
section  Mr.  J.  C.  Halsam  landed  two,  of  71b.  and  141b. ; 
Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson,  one  of  181b. ;  Mr.  W.  R.  Wilkingtou, 
one  of  121b. ;  and  Mr.  Cooke  Taylor,  one  of  81b.  On  the 
Borrowstone  section,  Mr.  R.  W.  Tyringham  creeled  four 
fish,  of  61b.,  81b.,  71b.,  and  91b.  On  the  Ballogie  water, 
Mr.  Edward  Drummond  had  seven  fine  fish,  running  from 
71b.  to  151b.  On  Woodend,  Mr.  John  Mortimer,  fishing 
for  Mr.  Wm.  Famell  Watson,  creeled  sixteen  fish  for  the 
week,  ranging  from  61b.  to  181b. ;  and  Mr.  Davis,  on 
the  upper  Blackhall  Castle  water,  had  a'so  sixteen  fish 
for  the  same  time  varying  from  61b.  to  the  top-weight 
of  22£lb.  Sport  is  really  good  in  these  parts,  and  likely 
to  continue  so  now  for  some  weeks  at  least.  On  the 
Inchmarlo  water,  Capt.  Gaskill  landed  a  few  fish ;  and 
Mr.  Fairly,  on  the  Cairnton,  and  Mr.  Hay,  on  the 
Blackhall  waters,  also  had  fairly  good  baskets.  On 
the  Crathes  section  some  very  good  trouting,  with  an 
occasional  salmon,  has  been  the  order  of  the  day.  There 
are  few  fresh  run  fish  in  the  lower  pools  owing  to  the 
dearth  of  salmon  on  the  coast,  but  now  that  a  revival  has 
set  in  better  things  may  be  looked  for.  On  the  Kingcausee 
section,  Mr.  Fortesque  and  friends  have,  up  to  date, 
landed  some  forty-five  fish  of  various  weights ;  while 
capital  baskets  of  finnook  and  sea  trout,  with  an 
occasional  fish,  are  daily  being  got  on  the  Heathcot  and 
lower  waters.  Smolts  are  beginning  to  show  up  in  the 
tidals  of  the  Dee  and  Don,  and  the  six  weeks'  closure 
against  angling  in  these  parts  commences  to-day.  Some 
fitty-one  rods  will  be  affected  by  the  order  on  the  Dee  tidal. 
The  trout  season  on  the  Don  is  now  in  full  swing,  and 
promises  to  be  an  extra  good  one,  with  anything  like 
average  weather  conditions.  On  the  Grandholm  water 
Mr.  Malloch's  rods  are  doing  exceedingly  well,  both  as 
regards  trout  and  salmon.  On  the  Inverurie  section,  Mr. 
Meff,  Aberdeen,  made  a  basket  of  over  401b.  yellow  trout 
one  day  last  week,  all  to  the  fly.  The  heavier  fish,  over 
lib.,  were  not  in  the  best  of  condition.  On  the  Ythan 
fairly  good  sport  is  being  had  at  Ellon  Castle  and  on  LordT 
Aberdeen's  free  water.  The  Brechin  Angling  Club  held 
its  first  spring  competition  on  Wednesday  on  the  North 
and  South  Esks  and  the  Bervic  stream.  There  was  a 
large  turn  out,  but  tin  baskets^  were  meagre,  the  top- 
weight  being  only  about  lib.  Grilse  are  coming  on  the 
coast,  butasyet  none  have  been  got  to  the  rod. — G.  M. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.).— Notwithstanding  unfavour- 
able state  of  weather  and  water,  the  following  sport  has 
been  got :  On  Tuesday,  last  week,  Mr.  Evans  landed  a 
salmon  of  211b.  on  Little  Clarag.  Wednesday  was  blauk. 
On  Thursday,  Mr.  Johnstone  caught  a  9-pounder  on 
Cromarty.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Evans  had  one  of  141b.  on 
Home  Pool.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Mrs.  Farrer  landed 
the  heaviest  fish  of  the  season  as  yet,  viz  ,  a  fresh  run 
salmon,  weighing  28Jlb.,  on  Poll  Cadlag.  On  Tuesday, 
Mr.  Johnstono  got  a  salmon  of  181b.,  on  Clarag,  a 
9-pounder  on  Blackstone,  and  one  of  111b.  on  MacPlierson 
Pool;  he  also  lost  one  on  Big  Fall.  Fish  now  running 
freely,  and  good  sport  anticipated. — B. 

South  of  Sootland. — Angling  on  the  Border  riven 
is  now  about  its  lowest  ebb,  and  no  sport  worth  the  candle 
will  be  had  for  a  few  weeks  yet.  The  salmon  fry  now 
swarm  in  all  the  streams,  and  practically  put  an  end  to 
trout  fishing  for  a  week  or  two.  Tho  moment  a  trout  fly 
alights  on  the  water  it  is  seized  by  a  salmon  parr,  and  the 
patience  of  the  angler  is  solely  tried  taking  these  little 
beggars  off  the  hook.  Tho  catches  of  yellow  trout  have 
been  very  small  on  all  the  Solway  streams  this  week.  A 
few  sea  trout  have  now  ascended  to  the  middle  reaches, 
but  so  far  as  my  angling  experience  extend8  over  tho 
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Border  waters,  for  more  than  thirty  years,  I  have  never 
seen  much  sea  trout  fisbiug  before  the  end  of  May,  and 
even  then  it  is  of  little  account  on  any  of  the  Solway 
livers.  The  best  sport  that  reaches  me  comes  from 
the  lochs,  and  where  the  rights  are  in  private  hands 
some  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made  since  last 
week.  On  the  free  and  open  waters  of  south  Ayrshire 
some  fairly  good  fishing  has  been  obtained.  On  ]>eh 
Doon,  Mr.  Graham  had  several  small  baskets,  up  to  three 
dozen,  with  fly  last  week,  at  a  fishing.  Mr.  Merry,  of 
DuLdee,  has  been  out  on  the  same  loch  this  week.  On 
Monday  he  killed  thirty-eight  yellow  trout  with  fly, 
chiefly  Hare's  Lug  and  Woodcock.  On  Saturday  he  had 
eighteen  trout;  while  several  other  rods  had  like  catches. 
In  the  Solway  nets  salmon  are  scarce  this  week,  but  sea 
trout  are  making  a  better  show  in  nets  compared  with 
last  week.  There  is  a  touch  of  disease  in  the  rivers,  and 
a  number  of  salmon  have  died  of  the  fungus.  I  saw  a 
very  fine  new  run  salmon  dying  yesterday  (Tuesday)  of  the 
disease.  All  the  waters  are  very  clear,  but  in  good  order 
for  trout  fishirig. — Heatherbell. 

Spey. — Of  late  fishing  conditions  have  much  improved, 
the  result  being  that  anglers  enjoyed  good  sport  last  week. 
On  the  Wester  Elchies  section,  on  Friday,  Mr.  G.  Burnett, 
Viewfield  Villa,  had  two  salmon,  of  131b.  and  6ilb. ;  on  the 
17th,  Mr.  Cumming,  The  Dowans,  had  one  of  101b.  ;  on  the 
19th,  Dr.  Cowie,  Dufftown,  one  of  101b;  and  the  third, 
Mr.  Bo-s,  Glass,  one  of  81b.  ;  and  on  the  20th  Mr.  Burnett 
had  two,  of  71b.  and  6|lb.  ;  while  on  this  day  week  the 
latter  gentleman  had  a  grilse  of  4Jlb. ,  being  the  first  grilse 
caught  this  season  on  this  part  cf  the  river.  On  the 
Aberlour  House  water,  Mr.  Christie,  from  the  Craigel- 
lachie  Hotel,  killed  one  of  111b.  On  Thursday,  Sir  Ford 
North,  fishing  on  the  Carran  water,  killed  three,  of  61b., 
81b.,  and  141b.  ;  while  on  the  Laggan  water,  Col.  Grant 
killed  on  Monday  two,  of  61b.  and  221b. ;  and  on  this  day 
week  Mr.  Skinner  landed  from  the  same  water  a  fine  fish  of 
271b.  On  the  Pitcroy  water  Mr.  Daun,  keeper,  killed  one 
of  71b.— J.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot. — These  rivers  have  now  fined 
■  down  very  considerably  since  last  week,  and  at  the  present 
time  they  are  running  just  about  at  their  usual  summer 
level.  The  shrinking  of  the  rivers  has  rendered  angling 
more  unsuccessful  than  when  they  were  running  in 
fuller  volume  ;  still,  at  the  same  time,  a  few  nice  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  got.  Salmon  fishing  has  also  been 
indulged  in  to  some  extent  when  favourable  opportunities 
occurred.  On  various  of  the  fastnesses  several  fish  have 
been  killed  since  my  last  report.  Sprouston  water  did  very 
well  last  week,  eight  fish  being  killed  on  this  stretch. 
Nine  fish  were  killed  on  the  Bingham  and  Carham  waters 
(Lord  Home's) ;  and  on  the  Teviot  eight  salmon  were  got  by 
one  angler  and  three  by  another.  Very  little  was  done  last 
week  on  the  Floors  Castle  upper  water,  Mr.  Nix  killed  one 
salmon  of  81b.  On  the  Floors  Castle  lower  water,  on 
Tuesday  last  ,  Mr.  Lucas  killed  one  of  just  upon  81b. ;  on 
this  water,  last  week,  Lord  Robert  Innes  Ker  had  one 
salmon  between  71b.  and  81b.  On  the  Sprouston  water, 
Mr.  William  Tait,  fisherman  to  Gen.  Trotter,  had  three 
fish,  of  61b.,  71b.,  and  121b.  ;  on  the  following  day,  Capt. 
Thomas  killed  one  of  91b.,  and  on  the  following  day  one  of 
same  weight ;  Mr.  Wm.  Tait,  fisherman,  on  the  Thursday, 
killed  one  of  91b. ;  and  Mr.  Gerald  Trotter  one  fish  of  a 
similar  weight ;  while  on  the  preceding  day  the  same 
angler  killed  another  salmon  of  91b.  at  the  same  place. 
The  Earl  of  Romney,  on  April  21,  on  the  Bingham 
lower  water,  had  a  5£Tb.  salmon ;  on  the  Dub,  the 
same  day,  Mr.  Richard  Arkwiight  had  a  fish  of 
5Jlb.  On  the  lower  water,  on  the  22nd,  Lord  Romney 
had  one  salmon  of  3|lb. ;  and  on  the  following  day  the 
same  nobleman,  at  the  Kirkend,  killed  a  couple  of  salmon 
weighing  6£lb.  and  71b. ;  while  on  the  Weil  cast  Richard 
Ark wright,  Esq.,  had  one  of  6 Jib.  On  the  Nether  stream, 
on  the  24th,  Lord  Romney  had  one  of  81b.  At  the  Craw 
Rock,  on  April  27,  the  same  angler  had  one  salmon  of  61b. ; 
and  at  the  Kirkend,  on  the  fame  day,  the  Earl  of  Home 
killed  a  very  fine  salmon  of  171b.  weight.  In  the  Nisbet 
district  (Jedburgh)  of  the  Teviot  Mr.  Fairbairn  (the 
keeper)  killed  three  salmon  recently.  Mr.  Adam  Elliot, 
Caverton,  on  the  Teviot,  on  April  19,  had  one  salmon  of 
151b.  On  the  21st  the  same  angler  had  grand  sport, 
killing  no  less  than  five  fine  spring  salmon,  the  weights  of 
which  were  6Jlb. ,  71b. ,  71b.,  81b.,  and  81b. ,  besides  losing 
another  very  nice  fish.  On  the  24th  he  again  had  a 
couple  of  salmoD,  weighing  81b.  and  9Jlb. ;  and  on 
the  26th  he  had  one  nice  little  fish  of  5§lb.  weight. 
Particulars  are  not  yet  to  band  as  to  what  has  been  done 
on  the  Hendersyde  water  (Sir  Richard  J.  Waldie 
Griffith's),  but  nothing  has  been  done  on  the  Ednam  House 
water  during  the  week.  I  believe  that  one  or  two  fish 
have  been  killed  on  the  Makerstoun  water,  but  my  report 
is  not  yet  to  hand.  Of  the  trout  fishers  who  have  been 
most  fortunate  in  the  Kelso  district  were  :  J.  Mabon,5lb. ; 
J.  Robson,  4Jlb. ;  A.  Middlemass,  61b. ;  J.  Cook,  41b. 
T.  Pringlo,  61b.;  Charles  Farquharson,  61b.,  41b.,  and 
6Jlb. ;  R.  Robertson,  51b.  j  E.  G.  Bond,  3Jlb.  ;  Charles 
Dunn,  51b.,  81b.,  71b.,  81b.  On  Monday  last,  while 
angling  in  the  Glen,  Master  W.  A.  Caverhill,  Berwick-on- 
Tweed,  killed  131b.  of  fine  yellow  trout ;  and  Master  W.  A. 
McCreath  had  a  splendid  b  isket  of  231b.  on  the  same  stream 
the  same  day.  On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Joseph  Ewart,  on 
Monday  week,  had  101b.  of  yellow  trout.  In  all 
three  instances  the  deadly  lure  was  the  March  Brown,  not 
a  small  midge  size,  but  the  common  large  spring  fly.  On 
Saturday  last  the  Greenlaw  Angling  Club  held  their  spring 
competition.  The  following  were  the  winners  :  Robert 
Lamb,  Andrew  Hogarth,  David  Leiteh,  Andrew  Moffat, 
Jas.  Tait,  and  Andrew  Hogarth.  The  produce  of  tho 
Tweed  salmon  net  fishings  during  the  past  week  has  Dot 
improved  in  the  river,  but  it  has  been  better  on  the  sea 
cob  at.  The  yield  of  salmon  and  trout  is  below  the  average, 
and  the  former  fish  preponderate  in  numbers.  The  heaviest 
fish  got  during  the  week  weighed  211b.— Maxwheel. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Band on  River  (co.  Cork).— River  in  good  order, 
and  sport  on  upper  reaches  still  continues  good.  R. 
St.  John  Beasley,  on  the  "  Mauch "  water,  landed  a 
beauty  of  20|lb.,  besides  several  other  good  fish,  his  total 
bag  to  date  being  forty-two  spring  fish.  Dr.  Fitzmauiiee, 
Mr.  Gillman,  Mr.  Longfield,  and  other  local  anglers,  have 
also  had  good  sport.  Trout  fishing  has  been  very  good 
some  fine  baskets  being  made,  including  a  fine  specimen  of 
3|lb.,  killed  at  Innishannon,  by  a  local  hand.— W.  Haynes 
and  Son.  ...  .     £  ,. 

Bann.— This  stream  is  in  prime  order  tor  tr.uting. 
Anglers  on  the  Movanagher  sections  did  well  in  the  past 
week.  The  first  runs  of  salmon  will  arrive  with  the  first 
big  flood  in  May.— J.  A.  B. 

Black-water  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Black- 
water  is  in  good  order  for  the  fly.  On  Monday  Mr.  John 
Mills  killed  a  dozen  trout,  and  Mr.  West  had  a  similar  bag. 
Mr  Skelton  also  had  good  trouting  on  the  upper  sections. 
— J.  A.  B.  .         ,     .  . 

Blackwater  (CO.  Cork).— The  river  is  now  beginning 
to  get  into  good  fishing  order,  after  all  the  continued 
floods.  Good  sport  may  with  c  mfidence  be  looked  forward 
to  for  the  coming  week.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Bundrowes.— Since  last  report  sport  has  improved  on 
this  river.  Mr.  Attenborough  landed  two  salmon,  of  131b. 
and  91b.  respectively  ;  and  Mr.  Singleton  had  one  salmon 
of  111b.  Mr.  T.  Feely,  on  the  26th  ult.,  landed  one 
salmon  lljlb.  weight ;  and  on  same  day  Mr.  W.  G.  took 
another  of  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  H.  M.  landed  one  salmon  of 
111b.  on  24th  ult.  This  river  is  now  in  capital  fishing 
order.  .  , 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  river  has 
toned  down  into  fair  order.  During  the  week  several 
salmon  up  to  121b.  were  killed  by  Lord  Macnaghten  and 
Mr.  Charles  Macnaghten,  B.L.    Trouting  is  pretty  good. 

—J-  A-  B-  .  ™ 

Caragh  Lake.— Sport  still  continues  gocd.  Wencar, 
Col.  Kirkwood,  one,  9£tb.  ;  one,  81b.  salmon  ;  Surgeon 
Jameson,  one,  81b. ;  Col.  Weatherall,  one,  9|lb. ;  Mr. 
Rollen,  one,  lljlb.  Trout  fishing  is  very  good  on  the 
lower  waters.  Some  of  the  most  successful  during  the 
week  were  :  Doctor  O'Donnell.  K.  Kenny,  W.  Commins, 
Mr.  Wilks.  Trout  are  now  rising  briskly  to  the  fly.— 
S.C.  ;■/■-., 

Corrib  (Gal way).— At  last  the  river  has  commenced 
to  fall  into  better  trim,  but  it  will  be  the  end  of  the  week 
before  angling  will  promise  to  be  at  all  successful.  Anglers 
on  this  river  had  exceptional  bad  luck  since  March,  as  the 
river  was  continuously  in  flood  from  then. — J.  A.  B. 

Brne. — Some  excellent  trout  fishing  was  had  on  this 
river  during  the  past  week.  Some  of  the  members  of  the 
R.I.C.,  stationed  at  Belleek,  took  the  best  fish.  The 
river  is  now  getting  into  good  order  for  trouting.— M 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry). — This  river  is  now  in  gocd  angling 
order,  and  brown  trout  fishers  have  had  good  sport.  The 
following  were  among  the  most  successful  anglers  out : 
Messrs.  T.  J.  Shea,  P.  Courtney,  J.  Cournane,  D.  Casey, 
and  J.  Moriarty. — T.  J.  D.  . 

Killarney.— Brown  trout  anglers  are  now  getting  good 
baskets.  A  few  salmon  have  been  had  on  the  lakes,  and 
a  couple  of  good  fish  have  been  had  on  the  private  sections 
of  the  Laune.  There  are  now  no  apparent  traces  of  the 
bog  slide  in  the  waters,  which  have  now  their  ordinary 
colour  at  this  season.  Salmon  are  reported  very  numerous 
in  the  tidal  portions  of  the  Laune  and  other  large  rivers  in 
the  district.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork).— River  in  perfect  fishing  order,  and 
sport  well  up  to  the  average  for  past  week.  On  Oak 
Grove,  Miss  F.  E.  Stansfeld,  6|lb.  ;  Mr.  J.  Kelleher, 
101b.,  111b.  ;  S.  Haynes,  on  the  25th  inst.,five  fish,  16Jlb., 
1541b.,  121b.,  101b.,  and  71b.  On  Carhue,  H.  E.  Stanley, 
91b  ,  lOJlb. ;  Rev.  Canon  Archdall,  91b. ;  Mr.  Leary,  81b. 
Nettleville,  J.  H.  Douglas,  81b.,  101b. ;  Col.  Broderick, 
61b.,  841b.,  91b.,  111b.;  Mr.  Beamish,  81b.,  111b.  On 
Cronody,  Capt.  Hunt,  81b.,  91b.  AIsd  successful: 
Maurice  Lyons,  61b.  ;  J.  Fitzgerald,  641b.  ;  J.  O'Brien, 
91b.,  111b.;  J.  P.  Hawkes,  61b.,  81b.,  91b.,  111b.;  Geo. 
Davis,  81b.,  101b. ;  G.  Haynes,  111b.  ;  J.  O'Donnell,  61b.  ; 
J.  Manning,  101b.,  141b.;  Capt.  Eastwood,  91b.,  111b.  ; 
M.  F.  Barry,  81b.,  10lb.  ;  J.  Barry,  81b.,  841b.  ;  G.  W. 
Hobson  (12th  Lancers),  81b.,  91b.;  Alfred  Allen,  81b., 
8£lb.,  101b  ,  1241b.— W.  Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry). 
Sport  is  improving  accordiog  as  the  lake  is  getting  into 
better  angling  order.  The  following  are  amongst  the  most 
successful  salmon  anglers :  Messrs.  Allen ,  Michael  Brennan, 
J.  Brennan,  J.  T.  Leary,  and  E.  Denuehy.  Brown  trout 
angling  has  afforded  good  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Mask  (Clonbur,  co.  Galway).— The  lake 
and  rivers  are  in  splendid  form,  and  good  trouting  was  had 
here  in  the  past  week.  On  Saturday,  the  24th  ult.,  Mr. 
Coney  killed  six  trout,  weighing  291b.  The  biggest  was  a 
beauty  of  121b.,  which  succumbed  to  the  allurements  of  the 
Wagtail  fly,  and  the  second  largest  was  4Jlb.— J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Melvin.— On  this  lake  Mr.  Lister  landed  one 
salmon,  101b.,  on  21st  ult.;  Mr.  Eschalaz,  on  22nd, 
took  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  on  the  same  day  Commander 
May,  R.N.,  took  two  salmon  of  91b.  and  1041b.  On  24th, 
Col.  B.  B.  Wilson  to  k  one  salmon  weighing  lllb.  ; 
and  on  26th,  Mr.  Lister  took  three  salmon,  of  101b., 
91b.,  and  91b.  Dr.  Hodgioson,  on  same  day,  took  two 
salmon  of  101b.  and  91b. ;  and  Commander  May,  R.N.,  had 
one  salmon,  101b.  ;  and  Mr.  W.  Leaf  and  Mr.  Troupe  one 
salmon  each  of  101b.  and  91b.  on  same  day.  Trout  fishing 
continues  first  class,  and  some  fine  trout  (Salmo  few), 
weighing  from  41b.  to  81b.,  were  taken  by  tho  anglers 
during  the  past  week,  when  the  Rev.  Wm.  Verner  again 
took  a  splendid  trout,  weighing  81b.,  on  23rd.— M 
Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— Pollen  fishing  improved  a  good  deal 


in  the  past  week,  good  takes  being  plentiful,  whilst 
demand  from  the  cross  channel  markets  is  steady  and  the 
prices  remunerative.  Trout  netting  was  poor.  Angling 
on  the  Bann,  Maine,  &c,  improved  since  the  weather 
improved. — J.  A.  B.  ,    .  m, 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— The 
weather  is  now  more  genial,  and  the  water  is  rapidly 
falling.  By  Monday  I  should  think  the  river  will  be  quite 
fit.  Capt.  R.  G.  Twiss,  Birdhill  House,  has  killed  the 
heaviest  springer  of  the  week  on  his  Parteen  water.  The 
fish,  which  was  freshly  run,  weighed  301b.  Preparations 
are  being  made  for  the  lake  fishing— I  mean  the  Green 
Drake  dapping  on  Lough  Derg,  which  we  expect  will  be  on 
about  May  15  or  20th.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has  now 
become  very  dry  and  the  river  has  begun  to  reduce. 
Sport  has  shown'some  improvement,  and  will  doubtless  be 
good  for  sometime.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCor. 
quodale  killed  one  salmon,  1141b.,  on  27th;  on  the  same 
water,  Mr.  C.  Wingfield  killed  one  salmon,  131b.,  on  23rd. 
On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  one  salmon,  211b.,  on 
26th.  On  Hermitage,  Master  Piers  J  ones  killed  one  salmon , 
\Z\\\>.,  on  21st ;  and  one  salmon,  2141b.,  on  26th.  On  the 
same  water,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  killed  one  salmon, 
231b.,  on  26th.  On  Woodlands,  Mrs.  Crabbe  tilled  one 
salmon,  91b.,  on  27th.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  C. 
Vansittart  killed  one  salmon,  261b.,  on  27th— John 
Enright  and  Son.  _       .     „  ' 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Bank 
anglers  had  good  sport  on  a  couple  of  days  at  brown  trout, 
on  these  waters,  which  comprise,  Derriana  Lake,  Lough- 
namona,  Lough  Illaneeina,  Loughnaiska,  and  Lough 
Bricdarrig.  White  trout  come  up  into  all  these  lakes, 
with  the  exception  of  Bricdarrig  (which  contains  brown 
trout  only),  about  the  end  of  June,  but  the  best  sport  is  not 
had  at  those  fish  in  these  waters  before  the  middle  of 
July  All  these  lakes  are  strictly  preserved,  but  tickets 
can  be  had  at  the  Waterville  Hotels  at  10s.  each,  which 
enables  anglers  to  fish  these  waters.  As  many  as  seven 
dozen  trout  (white  and  brown)  have  frequently  been  got 
by  a  single  rod  on  one  of  these  lakes  in  a  day.  The  sea 
trout  here  vary  from  Jib.  to  441b.,  and  the  brown  trout 
vary  in  weight  from  a  few  ounces  up  to  51b. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers. — A  few  salmon  have  been  had, 
and  brown  trout  anglers  had  good  sport.  All  waters  are  now 
getting  into  better  angling  order,  and  the  fish  which  were 
so  long  sluggish  are  beginning  to  rise  better  to  the  flies. 
On  the  principal  waters  salmon  are  now  ascending  freely 
from  the  sea,  and  good  sport  is  expected^  if  the  weather 
keeps  in  its  present  very  favourable  condition.  The  late 
evenings  are  now  the  best  times  for  the  brown  trout 
fishing— T.  J.  D.  %       '  T  '  ,■  , 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— On  Lough  Owel, 
on  April  11,  the  Brothers  Berne  had  two  trout,  weighing 
101b. ;  on  the  12th,  one  trout,  641b.  ;  on  the  13th,  two 
trout,  101b.  ;  on  the  15th,  two  trout,  1041b. ;  on  the  26th, 
two  trout,  1441b.  On  the  25th,  on  Belevedere,  three 
trout,  on  artificials,  61b.  ;  and  Mr.  Willie  Meares,  who 
captured  the  261b.  2oz.  trout,  had  also  three  trout, 
weighing  61b.  The  Green  Drake,  or  May  Fly,  is  expected 
to  make  its  appearance  within  the  next  ten  days.— 
T.  J.  W. 


Eeyoxts  from  Clubs 

We  leg  to  remind,  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,' 
marked  ■  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  next  Renting  and  Pre- 
servation Committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  May  3,  at  nine  o'clock.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Southern  District)  Visit- 
ing List.— Will  secretaries  of  societies  on  the  above 
list  please  note  that  Mr.  G.  Armstrong  has  retired,  and 
Mr.  A.  Painter,  of  31,  Verona-street,  Battersea,  has  been 
elected  his  successor,  to  whom  all  communications  should 
be  addressed.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Beaevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge, with  thanks,  the  receipt  of  £1  10s.  Elgin,  and 
£3  6s.  6d.  Hoxton  Brothers  Angling  Societies,  from  then- 
donation  boxes,  and  10s.  from  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  (South 
London  A.S.),  annual  subscription.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (No.  1  Eastern  District) 
Visiting  List. — The  next  return  visit  is  to  be  paid  to 
the  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  A.S.,  the  Good  Intent, 
Mowlem -street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge  Heath,  on 
Monday  next,  May  3.  I  hope  to  see  all  clubs  on  tho  list 
well  represented.— G.  Manning. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society— Lea  Competition. 
—Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with 
thanks,  the  receipt  of  the  following  sums:  Cambridge 
Heath  Brothers,  £1  7s. ;  Good  Intent,  £1  ;  Stepney,  ts, ; 
Amicable  Brothers,  £1;  Seymour  Brothers,  5s.  Will 
gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  please  forward  same 
to  the  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  N.,  care  of  Mr. 
Ghurney,  and  oblige— S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
On  Miiy  28  the  delegates  from  th'J  A.A.  gave  in  their 
report,  whicli  was  accepted.  Our  annual  dinner  takes 
place  on  May  4,  at  tho  Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street, 
back  of  Notting  Hill  Gate  Railway  Station;  dinner  on 
table  at  8  p.m.  sharp.  Messrs.  Carter,  Palmer,  and 
Turner  have  been  invited,  and  I  hope  all  our  angling 
brothers  of  the  surrounding  district  will  favour  us  with 
their  company  at  the  concert,  which  will  follow  about 
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9.30  p.m.  The  concert  will  ba  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S. 
Will  all  those  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes,  and 
which  have  been  won,  let  me  have  same  by  Monday  even- 
ing, as  I  wish  to  get  the  prize  list  in  order.  I  must  also 
tender  thanks  to  all  the  donorj  of  prizes. — Ben 
Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Ports- 
mouth-place, Lincoln's-inn-Fields. — At  our  last  meeting 
the  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  was  fixed  for 
May  25.  Will  all  prize  donors  kindly  send  in  their  prizes 
in  good  time.  A  complimentary  benefit  is  to  be  given  the 
widow  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  Bird  at  the  Wheatsheaf ,  Vere- 
street,  Lincoln's-inn-Fields,  on  Monday,  May  3rd,  at 
8.30  p.m.  Mr.  Bird  was  one  of  the  first  to  support  an 
angler  in  distress,  and  I  sincerely  hope  angling  friends  will 
not  be  backward  in  supporting  this  deserving  case. — 
J.  Cham  hers. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea.  —  Quarterly  night  is 
very  near,  and  I  hope  to  s^e  a  good  muster  on  Wednesday 
next,  as  we  have  a  lot  of  business  to  get  through,  and  to 
arrange  the  night  for  our  supper  and  distribution. — J.  R. 

Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Society,  The  Sun, 
Great  Sutton-street,  Goswell-road. — The  annual  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  will  take  place  at 
the  clubhouse  on  Monday,  May  10,  Mr.  Davis  in  the 
chair. — G.  Merry. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's 
Hotel,  St.  Philip-street,  Queens-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — 
Members  are  informed  that  the  dinner  tickets  are  to  hand, 
2s.  6d.  each,  and  to  enable  me  to  give  estimated  number 
to  the  caterer,  will  members  kindly  attend  next  meeting 
night  to  give  in  their  names. — A.  T. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — May  5  will  be 
audit  night,  Mr.  D.  Warren  and  Mr.  J.  Morrell  being  the 
auditors  appointed.  The  twenty-fifth  aunual  supper  takes 
place  on  Thursday,  May  20.  On  this  occasion  the  chair 
will  be  occupied  by  Mr.  R.  Lummes,  supported  by  Mr.  D. 
Warren.  Will  members  and  friends  who  have  promised 
prizes  kindly  forward  the  same,  and  oblige. — T.  P. 

Brechin  Angling  Club, — The  members  held  their 
first  competition  for  the  season  on  Wednesday.  There 
was  a  fair  number  engaged  in  the  competition,  the  waters 
fashed  being  the  West  waters,  North  and  South  Esks,  and 
the  Bervle.  The  rivers  were  in  fair  condition,  but,  not- 
withstanding, rather  poor  baskets  were  got.  The 
following  is  the  result:  First,  John  Clark,  31b.  14oz.  ; 
second,  David  Smart,  31b.  9oz.;  third,  James  Dores, 
31b.  2oz. ;  fourth,  D.  K.  Smart,  21b.  14oz.  ;  fifth,  J.  Neish, 
21b.  8oz. ;  sixth,  D.  Steel,  21b.  loz. ;  seventh,  A.  Belford, 
21b. ;  eighth,  E.  Neish,  lib.  14oz. ;  ninth  and  tenth,  D. 
Irons  and  A.  Pirie  equal,  lib.  13oz. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick- road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B. — I  wish  to 
remind  absent  members  that  our  supper  will  take  place  on 
May  11,  and  those  in  arrears  should  settle  up.  The 
Cambridge  Heath  return  visit  takes  place  on  May  3. — J. 
Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Monday  next, 
May  3  ;  1  hope  societies  will  give  us  a  bumper  on  this 
occasion.  Any  of  the  clubs  who  have  not  had  notice  to 
this  effect  will  they  kindly  accept  this  as  an  invitation.  On 
the  27th,  Mr.  C.  Wicks  was  proposed  a  working  member. 
R.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence- 
road,  Kentish  Town,  N.W. — May  5  being  annual  meeting 
night,  I  hope  to  see  every  member  present  for  important 
business.  Will  gentlemen  giving  prizes  please  forward  the 
fame  to  me  at  the  clubhouse  as  early  as  possible,  as 
supper  night  will  be  on  us  soon. — F.  Honour. 

Central  Association  of  London  Anglers  Visit- 
ing List. — The  return  visit  of  clubs  took  place  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Cosy  A.S.,  the  Plough,  Rochester 
Row,  Westminster,  on  Morday  evening  last.  There  was  a 
crowded  gathering  of  nearly  150  anglers  who  enjoyed  the 
excellent  programme  presented,  and  on  the  roll-call  it  was 
found  that  thirty-one  societies  were  strongly  represented. 
The  following  resolution  was  submitted  and  carried  unani- 
mously amid  ascene  of  great  enthusiasm:  "  That  in  the 
opinion  of  this  meeting  of  working  men  anglers  the 
amalgamation  proposals  are  unsound,  undesirable,  and  a 
direct  menace  to  the  future  welfare  of  the  angling  frater- 
nity." The  next  visit  is  to  the  Crown  and  Buckland, 
Middlesex  Arms,  Clerkenwell  Green. — C.  Watling. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The 
Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 
Secretaries  kindly  note  that  no  visit  will  be  made  from 
this  society  unlets  a  notice  be  received  on  a  previous 
meeting  night.  Members  please  note  that  all  tickets  for 
our  annual  dinner  not  returned  by  Thursday,  May  0,  will 
be  considered  sold. — G.  T.  Jameson. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford- street,  Blackfriars,  S.E. — Our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  24.  Our 
sea  outing_  will  be  fished  at  Soutliend  on'  May  2.  Nine 
o'clock  train  from  Fenchurch-street  Station  ;  return  train 
from  Southend,  7.20  p.m.  Any  angler  may  enter  on  pay- 
ment of  an  entrance  fee  of  Od.  to  the  secretary,  at  Southend. 
One  rod.    Several  prizes  given. — W.  Ash. 

Cosy  Angling  Society,  The  Plough,  Rochester- 
row,  Westminster.— The  visit  from  the  Central  Associa- 
tion of  L.A.C.  which  we  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  on 
Monday  last  may  be  considered  a  decided  success.  Mr.  C. 
Watling,  the  visiting  officer,  recorded  thirty-one  clubs 
represented.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  were 
present.  The  latter  gentleman  made  a  few  remarks  about 
the  unity  agitation,  and  asked  all  the  clubs  to  show  up  in 
full  force  at  the  next  agitation  meeting,  to  strike  a  decisive 
blow  against  the  attempt  of  the  unity  council,  which  I 
trust  will  not  have  been  futile. — A.  Anton. 


Crown   and  Buckland   Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerken well-green,  E.C. — The  next 
visit  of  angling  clubs  on  the  Central  Association  takes 
place  at  the  above  society  on  Tuesday,  May  11,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  mus;er.  April  21  was  the  end  of  the 
financial  year,  and  hope  those  in  arrears  will  clear  the 
books  by  next  Wednesday,  as  I  wish  to  have  them  audited 
in  time  for  the  annual  general  meeting,  which  takes  place 
on  May  12.— G.  H.  Fkanklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  April  27  we  had  a  ver^y 
full  attendance,  and  several  important  items  were  di-> 
cussed.  The  delegates  gave  their  report.  Some  discussion 
arose  on  the  unity  question,  and  several  questions  were 
asked,  and  the  general  opinion  of  this  society  is  for 
amalgamation.  As  the  annual  dinner  will  take  place 
on  May  11,  and  I  have  to  attend  to  the  distribution  of  the 
competition  prizes  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  I  shall  attend  at 
the  clubhouse  on  Saturday,  May  1,  from  9  p.m.  to 
10.30  p.m.,  when  I  shall  be  pleased  to  meet  any  members. 
— S.  Malby. 

Earlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield-road,  S.W. — On  Wednesday  next,  May  5,  we 
hold  our  eleventh  annual  dinner,  when  we  look  forward  to 
a  most  pleasant  reunion  of  members,  old  and  new,  and 
piscatorial  friends.  The  season  has  been  a  fairly  successful 
one,  and  the  many  prizes  to  be  competed  for  have  nearly 
all  been  taken.  Members  and  friends  who  intend  earning 
will  kindly  be  present  not  later  than  8.15  p.m. — A. 
Traquair. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  South  Tottenham.— A  grand  concert  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  13,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  see  donors  and 
friends  on  that  occasion. — J.  Unsworth. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon- 
road,  N. — Our  18th  annual  supp?r  and  prize  distribution 
has  been  arranged  to  take  place  on  Monday,  May  17.  We 
hold  a  concert  in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
on  Saturday,  May  1,  when  the  chair  will  be  taken  by 
Mr.  Chas.  Ellis,  faced  by  Mr.  R.  Sharpless.  I  trust 
secretaries  who  have  not  received  an  invitation  through 
the  post  will  accept  this  as  same,  and  bring  up  as  many  of 
their  members  as  possible  to  support  so  good  a  cause. 
Concert  will  commence  at  eight  o'clock. — W.  Lawrence. 

Grange  Angling  Society,  The  Earl  of  Derby, 
Grange-road,  S.E. — The  fortnightly  meeting  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  George  Gibbons  presiding.  It  was  with 
deep  regret  that  we  heard  of  the  death  of  Mr.  J.  Tarney, 
who  was  one  of  our  vice-presidents,  and  a  vote  of  con- 
dolence for  Mrs.  Yarney  in  her  sad  bereavement  was 
unanimously  passed.  The  collecting  box  of  the  T.  A. P. S. 
contained  30s.  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  Central  Association, 
thanked  our  members  for  again  so  liberally  supporting 
preservation  work.  Mr.  Lee  showed  120  dissolving  views 
of  the  Thames,  and  several  interesting  places  in  Devonshire, 
Norfolk,  Suffolk,  &c.  A  very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
given  to  Mr.  Lee,  Mr.  Wade,  and  the  chairman. — W.  R. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton  -  street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
Owing  to  our  annual  night  falling  on  Easter  Monday,  we 
have  extended  the  time  for  paying  all  arrears,  &c,  until 
Monday,  May  3,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  attend,  ?s 
the  election  of  officer3  for  the  ensuing  season  will  take 
place.  On  Monday,  May  10,  a  grand  smokirg  concert  will 
take  place  for  the  benefit  of  Hugh  Pearce,  a  late  member 
of  the  Lincoln  Angling  Society,  who  has  been  laid  up  in 
hospital  for  two  years  and  seven  months  with  rheumatism. 
This  appeal  is  supported  by  a  strong  committee  of  anglers, 
including  the  Camden,  Lincoln,  Great  Northern,  and 
Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Societies.  The  next 
Clerkenwell  and  District  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Great 
Northern  Brothers  on  Monday,  May  17. — J.  A.  Fitch. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  (Jolenian-street,  E.C. — The  usual  weekly 
meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  with  Mr.  E.  H.  Bramley  in 
the  chair.  Two  new  members  were  elected.  The  sub- 
committee reported  having  visited  a  new  piece  of  water, 
and  spoke  favourably  of  it.  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  presented  the 
library  with  a  book.  There  will  be  a  discussion  next 
Tuesday,  May  4,  on  the  "Amalgamation  Question,"  led 
by  Mr.  Parker,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  attend. 
Several  members  reported  their  fishing  and  holiday 
experiences  during  the  past  week,  among  them  Mr.  Norman 
and  Mr.  Connellan,  at  Newhaven,  and  Dr.  Ladell,  at 
Rottingdean  ;  but  the  weather  was  not  propitious,  and  the 
takes  of  fish  consequently  small. — E.  C.  C. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — Our  supper  takes  place 
on  May  10,  at  8.30.  Mr.  E.  Lawrence  was  elected  a 
member.  Hoping  members  will  attend  next  club  meeting 
for  their  supper  tickets. — C.  Smith. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red 
Lion,  Portland-street,  Poland-street,  Oxford-street,  W. — 
On  Thursday,  May  (i  the  last  concert  of  the  series  held  by 
ourselves,  Camden,  Victoria,  and  Royal  George  societies, 
in  support  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  takes  place  at  the  above  houso. 
Admission  by  programme  only,  which  are  3d.  each,  to  be 
obtained  from  your  secretary,  or  F.  C.  Steptoe,  at  above 
address.  The  best  of  talent  have  offered  their  services. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Higgins,  hon.  sec.  T.A.f.S.,  and  other  well 
known  gentlemen  will  preside  during  the  evening. — Step. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Mydde  - 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road. — The  general  meeting  was  well 
attended.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read 
and  confirmed  (Mr.  Cuthbert  in  the  chair),  whon  Mr. 
T.  King  was  proposed  a  member ;  also  Mr.  Croker  as 
steward,  to  arrange  and  settle  the  annual  outing,  which 
will  take  place  on  May  10  at  Dorking.  The  auditors  gave 
in. their  report,  which  was  satisfactory.  I  hope  those 
members  who  could  not  get  to  the  club  on  Tuesday  last 
will  strain  a  point  to  be  present  on  Tuesday  next,  if  they 
intend  going  to  the  outing. — J.  H.  Herbert. 


Iraak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's 
Head,  Mansfield-street,  Kingsjand-road. — Quarterly  night 
and  the  end  of  our  financial  year  occurs  on  Wednesday 
next,  May  5,  on  which  occasion  the  secretary  would  feel 
ob'igedif  all  members  in  arrears  woull  attend  and  clear 
the  books.  It  is  with  deep  regret  I  have  to  tnnounce  the 
death  of  our  old  and  respected  member,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Wilkinson,  which  occurred  on  Friday  last,  April  23.— 
H.  13. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut-tree-walk,  Lanibeth,  S.E. — Our  annual 
dinner,  distribution  of  prizes,  &c,  will  take  place  at  the 
above  on  Monday,  May  10,  at  8  30.  Concert  to  foil  w. 
Ang'ers  and  frier  ds  ordially  invited  to-  same;  full 
particulars  to  be  obtained  from  the  secretary  not  later 
than  Wednesday,  May  5, — G.  Edwards. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street Pentonville. — Our  fifteenth  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  18 — prize  donors  please  note.  All  members  must  lie 
clear  on  the  book-i  on  meeting  night,  May  12.  At  our  latt 
meeting  Messrs.  G.  lit  ton,  G.  Dixon,  W.  Palmer,  and  W. 
Frances  were  unanimously  elected  working  members. 
Chairman  for  supper,  Mr.  C.  Watling,  sen.,  faced  by  Mr. 
H.  Wood.— W.  Watlim:. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lano,  Liverpool. — 
Angling  has  been  quiet  during  the  past  week,  as  it  is 
generally  after  Easter,  followers  of  the  craft  being  content 
to  rett  on  their  oars  for  a  little  time.  Mr.  Rowland 
Whittington,  a  member  and  one  of  the  ex-presidents  of  this 
association,  and  as  good  an  angler  as  wields  a  rod,  had  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  last,  in  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-cao, 
two  of  the  best  days'  fly  fishing  for  trout  he  has  ever  had ,  and 
he  emphatically  says  he  does  not  wish  to  have  a  better  day 
than  he  had  on  the  Monday,  as  for  almost  the  livelong  day 
the  fish  appeared  to  be  mad  after  the  Iron  Blue  Dun. 
Mr.  W.  declares  that  he  landed  close  on  five  dozen  trout, 
and  "  rose  "  at  least  two  dozen  more.  Of  these  he  retained 
a  score  or  so,  putting  the  rest  back.  Mr.  Ramsbottom 
has  had  eleven  and  fifteen  fine  trout  from  the  Dee  at 
Glyndyfrdwy,  where  the  Iron  Blue  was  also  the  chief 
killer.  A  gentleman  in  tfe  neighbourhood  is  arranging 
to  net  his  lake,  and  mcst  kindly  promises  to  give  us  the 
fish,  which  we  shall  be  glad  to  have  for  the  Knows'ey 
water. — Woolfall. 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association, 
Court  House  Hotel,  Commutation-row. — A  good  number 
of  members  of  the  above  association  have  been  out  during 
the  Easter  holidays  in  search  of  the  speckled  beauties,  but 
sport  of  a  very  moderate  kind  has  been  met  with  in  the 
vaiious  districts.  Mr.  J.  Kinnear,  however,  managed  to 
get  a  few  trout,  the  heaviest  being  lib.  Anglers  who 
intend  fishing  the  Alyn  and  Dee  at  Rossett  would  do  well 
to  note  tha1;  Mr.  Reid  of  the  Butchers'  Arms  Hotel,  and 
Mr.  Williams  of  the  Griffin  Inn,  will  be  pleased  to 
accommodate  anglers  at  very  reasonable  terms. — James 
Reynolds. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society",  White 
Lion,  Fullbridge,  Maldon,  Essex. — There  are  quantities  of 
fine  roach  in  the  Langford  waters.  During  the  past 
fortnight  a  great  number  of  codling  have  entered  the  tidal 
waters  near  the  Heybridge  Basin,  and  good  takes  made  ; 
also  whiting  and  dabs.  A  salmon  trout  of  5  Jib.  was  taken 
at  Beeleigh  Weir,  and  a  salmon  of  91b.  a  few  days  ago. 
Anglers  please  notice  the  tickets  for  the  Langford  Fishery 
are  now  issued  at  5s.  each  for  the  coming  season. — F. 
Keen. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 

road,  N.W. — Our  annual  supper  and  prize  distribution 
will  take  place  on  May  18.  Slight  alterations  have  been 
made  in  our  rules,  will  members  please  get  acquainted  with 
them.    We  could  do  with  a  few  more  working  members. 

-R.C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — Having  consented 
to  act  as  secretary  (pro  tern.)  I  count  on  receiving  the 
support  of  the  body  of  the  members  in  placing  the  society 
on  its  old  status.  Monday,  May  3,  is  fixed  for  our  annual 
distribution  of  prizes,  and  owing  to  eitra  work  business 
will  commence  at  8.45  sharp,  when,  in  addition  to  our  own, 
members  of  other  societies  will  be  welcome. — W.  B. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Society,  The  Rose  and 
Crown,  Lisson-street,  Marylebone,  N.W. — The  distribu- 
tion of  annual  prizes  takes  place  on  Monday,  May  10.  I 
hope  the  members  will  do  their  best  to  pay-in  their  prizes 
before  that  date,  as  we  have  decided  to  move  the  society  to 
the  Harcourt  Arms,  Barcourt- street,  Marylebone-road. 
We  shall  be  pleased  to  see  any  friends  on  the  distribution 
night.  The  evening  will  be  wound  up  with  a  smoking 
concert. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — Last  meeting  night  wo 
were  fairly  atteuded,  and  got  through  a  doal  of  business. 
Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  May  12.  Tickets  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Gibbons  and  our 
host,  Mr.  Gallaway.  Donors  of  prizes  will  greatly  oblige 
by  sending  them  in  at  their  earliest  convenience. — 
Reporter. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 

John's-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  annual  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  5,  prered  d 
by  a  vocal  and  instrumental  concert.  Ladies  are  invited. 
The  annual  meeting  will  take  pi  ice  on  Wednesday,  May  12. 
The  comrnttee  elected  to  revise  the  ruleB  have  completed 
their  labour,  and  a  copy  will  bo  laid  before  that  meeting. 
— F  Thorlino. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.  The  Sun, 
Bonifaoe-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — At  the  special 
meeting  it  was  deoided  to  have  our  annual  dinner  and 
prize  distribution  on  May  10,  at  the  Black  Babbit  Hotel, 
near  Arundel.  Membors  must  clear  books  to  receive  the 
yearly  donation. — W.  Anhtey. 
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Seymour  Brothers'  Angling'  Society,  King  and 
Queen,  1,  Foley-street,  Fitzroy  Square,  W. — Our  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday, 
May  11,  8.30  sharp.  Will  members  please  forward  prizes 
early  as  possible  ?  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  above,  a 
resolution  was  passed  that  our  delegates  be  instructed  to 
oppose  the  unity  of  London  anglers.  Will  all  memoers 
please  attend  next  Tuesday  evening  to  elect  new  members 
and  other  important  business  before  supper  night.  I  have 
two  perch,  |Ib.  each,  just  spawned,  should  any  angler 
interested  in  the  same  require  any,  please  address  as  above. 
— W.  Aldis. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane.  Covent  Garden.— Our  annual  dinner  took 
place  at  the  Holborn  Kestaurant  on  April  27,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  "),  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Abrahams,  Williams  (L.C.C.),  Smart, 
and  Baggiley,  wheu  a  most  pleasant  evening  was  spent. 
The  secretary,  responding  to  the  toast  of  the  society,  stated 
that  tennew  members  had  been  enrolled  this  season  ;  the 
financial  position  was  satisfactory,  and  6061b.  of  fish  had 
been  weighed-in.  The  centre  attraction  on  the  chairman's 
table  was  the  challenge  cup,  presented  by  Walter  Emden, 
Esq.  (L.C.C.),  and  won  by  Mr.  Abrahams,  who  also  won 
the  picture  presented  by  the  chairman,  with  a  jack,  151b., 
and  the  club  specimen  prize.  Mr.  Cherry  won  the  club 
prize  for  dace  ;  Mr.  Massey,  club  prize  for  roach  ;  and 
Mr.  Clark,  for  bream.  Messrs.  B.  Smith,  Williams, 
Duckworth,  Massey,  Fletcher,  Woollon,  Clark,  and  Jacobs 
won  two  private  prizes  each.  Messrs.  Shepherd,  Puttock, 
Saalfeld,  and  Bradshaw  one  private  prize  each.  Mr.  Sutch 
presided  at  the  piano  in  his  usual  efficient  style  j  Mr. 
Abrahams  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors,"  Mr. 
Williams  (L.C.C.)  responded.  The  toast  of  "  The  Central 
Association  "  was  reponded  to  by  Mr.  Elsmore,  who  had 
no  doubt  the  Central  Association  would  be  able  to  hold  its 
own.  Messrs.  White,  Adams,  Bowley,  Banerlein,  Fletcher, 
Sheldrake,  and  many  others  supported  us  on  this  occasion, 
and  Messrs.  B.  Smith,  Haines,  Percy  Ford,  Cox,  and 
Clark  kindly  added  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  evening. — 
Pelican. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith.  —  At  last  meeting 
several  new  members  were  introdaced,  Messrs.  J.  J. 
Smith,  J.  C.  Carter,  and  F.  Jeffery,  making  our  total  up 
to  eighty.  Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  Thursday,  May  13.  Members  should  turn 
up  in  full  force  next  meeting  to  arrange  the  distribution  of 
prizes,  &c. — J.  Jennings. 

United  Old  Friends  Angling  Society,  Bailway 
Tavern,  King-street,  Woolwich. — We  hold  our  annual 
supper  and  saaoking  concert  on  Thursday,  May  13,  at  the 
clubhouse.  Supper  at  7  p.m.,  concert  8.30  sharp. 
Tickets  at  the  above  address  before  Saturday,  May  8. — 
J.  Hussey. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  fair  attendance  on  April  27,  Mr. 
A.  Pain  in  the  chair.  All  prizes  must  be  in  by  next  Tuesday, 
May  4  ;  also  a  very  important  meeting  will  take  place. 
The  balance-sheet  will  be  submitted  to  the  members  for 
their  approval.  We  have  vacancies  should  any  gentleman 
wish  to  join  us. — H.  C. 

Walthamstow  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Essex  Arms,  Forest-road,  Walthamstow. — Mr.  Ashmore, 
visiting  officer,  has  notified  us  that  we  receive  areturn  visit  on 
Wednesday,  May  12,  8  o'clock  sharp,  when  we  hope  to  see 
as  many  of  our  neighbouring  anglers  present  as  possible. — 
H.  Wigg. 

Warrington  Anglers' Association,  Boebuck  Hotel, 
Bridge-street. — Negotiations  are  about  to  be  entered  into 
by  the  committee  of  the  above,  with  a  view  of  securing 
the  fishing  rights  of  an  additional  length  of  the  river  Gowy, 
at  Mickle  Trafford.  A  trout,  lib.  2oz.  2dr.,  has  been 
taken  from  the  association  water  by  Mr.  J.  Griffiths.  The 
ordinary  monthly  meeting  of  the  committee  will  be  held 
at  headquarters  on  Thmslay  evening  next,  at  8  o'clock. — 
Feed  J.  Emson. 

Wellington  Angling  Society,  Palmerston  Arms, 
Grosvenor-terrace,  S.W. —  At  our  special  meeting  on 
Tuesday  we  had  a  good  attendance.  The  rules  were  moli- 
fied.  Our  prize  list  was  opened  with  a  good  show.  We 
made  several  new  members.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to 
join  a  good  club  cannot  do  better  than  give  us  a  call  any 
Tuesday  evening.— J.  B.  Papwoeth. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel, 
West  Green-road,  Tottenham. — A  smoking  concert  was 
held  at  the  Black  Boy  Hotel,  West  Green-road,  on 
April  27,  in  connection  with  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Association.  There  was  a  large  company,  and  a  good 
respond  to  the  object  in  view.  The  following  gentlemen 
added  to  the  evening's  entertainment :  Messrs.  P.  Giggins, 
W.  Sawyer,  A.  Pearson,  A.  Stacey,  J.  Allinson,  F. 
Budgell,  Mr.  West,  and  others.  Mr.  S.  Adams  presided 
at  the  pianoforte.  The  following  clubs  were  represented  : 
Eagle,  Walthamstow  Brothers,  Enterprise  Bovers,  White 
Hart,  Goodfellowsbip,  and  a  strong  muster  of  the  Totten- 
ham Wheelers. — J.  A.  Griffin. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.— The  first 
annual  meeting  of  this  young  society  was  held  at  the 
Alexandra  Hotel  on  Monday,  Mr.  S.  Peskett  in  the  chair. 
The  report,  which  was  unanimously  adopted,  states  that 
in  the  past  season  the  members  had  shown  2351b.  of  fish. 
Included  in  this  weight  were  over  a  dozen  roacb  from  ljlb. 
to  If  lb. ,  and  five  chub  from  41b.  to  41b.  5oz  ,  the  laiter 
being  taken  with  the  fly  from  the  club's  private  water. 
Several  perch  of  1  Jib.  had  also  been  creeled,  together  with 
some  good  dace.  The  members  had  fished  eleven  matches 
for  money  and  special  prizes.  £7  had  been  distributed  in 
prizes,  and  after  paying  for  the  private  water  and 
incidental  expenses  there  remained  a  small  balance  in 
hand.  Three  fine  trout  were  shown  at  the  meeting  by  Mr. 
-H.  Golding,  making  the  seventh  fish  captured  by  active 
members  this  present  month.    The  officers  for  the  year 


were  elected  as  follows  :  President,  Mr.  Walter  Dawson, 
S.C.C. ;  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  H.  A.  Bolt ;  hon.  secretary, 
Mr.  S.  Peskett;  committee,  Messrs.  C.  Floris,  F.  J. 
Bolt,  H.  Golding,  D.  Kelly,  H.  Bright,  and  W.  Bishop. 
A  silver  cup  has  been  subscribed  for  by  members  and 
friends,  to  be  fished  for  this  year.  Several  new  members 
were  proposed  and  seconded  for  final  election  at  next 
Monday's  meeting. — S.  Peskett. 


Jingling  ^ixtutzs 

May  2.   

Collingwood  :  Outing  to  Southend. 
May  3 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Visit. 

Central  Association :  Delegate  meeting. 

Mitre  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Prince  of  Wales :  Distribution. 
May  4. 

Allason  United :  Annual  dinner. 

A.B.S.  (Lea  Competition)  :  Prize  distribution. 

Bermondsey  Brothers :  Visit. 

Gresham :  Amalgamation  discussion. 
May  5. 

Earlsfield  :  Annual  dinner. 

North  London :  Annual  dinner. 

St.  John's  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
May  6. 

Independent  Brothers :  Concert. 

New  Albions :  Supper. 


May  10. — Amicable  Waltonians  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

,,  10. —  Clapbam  Junction:  Annual  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution. 

,,  10. — Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Benefit  concert. 

,,  10. — Hearts  of  Oak:  Supper. 

,,  10. — Jolly  Butchers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  10. — Bose  and  Crown  :  Distribution. 

,,  11. — Brunswick  Brothers  :  Supper. 

,,  11. — Clapham  Strollers  :  Supper. 

,,  11. — Dalston :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  11.— Seymour  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  12. — Cobden  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  12. — Eoyal  George  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  12. — Walworth  Waltonians :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  12. — Walthamstow  Brothers:  Visit. 

13. — Enterprise  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

,,  13. — Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  13.— United  Old  Friends  :  Supper. 

,,  16. — Islington  Brothers  :  Annual  outing. 

,,  16. — Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinnjr. 

,,  17. — Blackfriars  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  17. — Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 

,,  18. — Battersea  Friendly:  Annual  supper. 

,,  18. — Lincoln:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  18. — Phoenix:  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  18.— Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Supper. 

,,  18. — Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  19. — forest  Gate  :  Distribution. 

,,  20. — Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20. — Bloonasbury  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

,,  20, — Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  20. — Peckham  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  24. — Collingwood:  Supper  and  distribution. 

„  25. — Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

,,  25. — Highbury  :  Annual  dinner. 

„  26. — Dalston  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  general  meeting  was  held  on  Monday  last, 
April  26,  at  the  Foresters'  Hall,  the  president,  Mr.  P. 
Geen,  occupied  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  last  ordi- 
nary delegate  meeting,  held  on  March  15,  were  read  and 
confirmed,  then  those  of  the  Benting  and  Preservation 
Society,  and  the  general  committee.  The  chrirman 
announced  that  the  Lea  Conservancy  had  granted  permis- 
sion for  eel  fishing  ts  be  carried  ou,  only  in  the  day  time, 
and  with  rod  and  line,  and  not  with  eel  spears.  In  our 
rented  waters  the  like  permission  is  given,  where  grass 
cannot  be  injured  by  so  doing.  A  vote  of  condolence  was 
passed  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Child,  of  the  East 
London  Waterworks  Company.  This  motion  was  pro- 
posed by  the  chairman,  a  personal  friend.  Mr. 
Stockdale,  one  of  the  auditors,  read  the  balance-sheet, 
and  proposed  its  adoption.  The  secretary  stated 
that  he  nad  already  received  £16  of  the  arrears  due 
by  societies.  Mr.  Bich  drew  attention  to  those  of 
1893  and  1894,  and  was  informed  that  they  only  amounted 
to  about  £4.  lie  proposed  "That  such  debits  should  be 
valued,  and,  if  necessary,  be  written  off  each  year." 
Messrs.  Close  and  Parker  advised  this  being  done  at  once, 
and  they  also  proposed  that  25  per  cent,  should  be  written 
off  the  nets  and  similar  property  of  the  association.  Mr. 
Powels  West,  inquiring  as  to  the  life  of  a  net,  was 
informed  from  seven  to  ten  years  ;  whilst  others  spoke  of 
twenty  and  even  thirty  yeaTs.  The  amendment  was  lost, 
and  the  balance-sheet,  signed  by  the  three  auditors 
(Messrs.  Stockdale,  Bringey,  and  Gibbons),  passed  and 
adopted.  This  shows  that  there  is  a  balance  in  favour  of 
the  associati  »n  of  £171  10s.  9d.  The  election  of  officers 
commenced  with  the  re-election  by  an  unanimous  vote  of 
the  president,  Mr.  P.  Geen,  who,  in  returning  thanks, 
stated  that  the  association  had  his  entire  sympathy, 
because  it  had  from  its  foundation  preserved  for  the 
whole  of  the  angling  community  the  rivers  Lea  and 
Stort.  He  considered  the  true  aim  of  our  association 
should  be  to  obtain  every  inch  of  water  in  and  around 
London,  to  well  stock  and  preserve  same,  and  that  every 
angler  should  be  at  liberty  to  fish  it.  He  believed  this 
association  had  gained  every  railway  concession  in  the 


past,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  attend  all  meetings  (at 
least,  in  the  near  future),  and  assist  to  the  best  of  his 
ability  in  obtaining  these  objects.  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett  was 
unanimously  re-elected  vice-president,  and  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker  treasurer.  The  trustees,  Messrs.  G.  H.  Field,  (i. 
Manning,  and  H.  J.  Tibbatts  were  also  unanimously  re- 
elected. Mr.  A.  B.  Matthews  was  elected  reporter  to  the 
association,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the 
late  reporter,  who  had  served  the  association  in  this 
capacity  since  its  foundation  in  1884,  and  for  the  return  of 
has  fee  for  the  past  season.  Mr.  B.  Abrahams  was  elected 
tyler.  The  meeting  then  elected  gentlemen  to  sit 
on  the  several  committees,  after  which  the  office 
of  secretary  was  considered,  and  it  wa3  decided" 
to  pay  him  in  future  at  the  rate  of  6d.  for  each 
B.P.T.  issued  ;  also  the  same  price  for  fishery  tickets, 
together  with  the  sum  of  £6  10s.  per  year  for  special 
expenses  in  connection  with  his  office,  in  lieu  of  salaries  to 
himself  and  assistant  secretary.  The  association  having 
been  invited  to  express  its  opinion  in  regard  to  the  question 
now  agitating  anglers,  Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  proposed,  and 
Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott  seconded,  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  carried  with  only  four  dissentients,  viz. :  "  That 
in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the  interests  of  anglers 
would  be  best  promoted  by  one  association,  provided  that 
amalgamation  could  be  agreed  upon  between  the  two 
existing  associations."  Mr.  Parker  explained  that  the 
association  was  to  its  affiliated  club3  precisely  what  the 
respective  club  committees  were  to  their  own  members ; 
that  if  two  associations  were  desirable,  so  also  were  two 
committees  for  each  club,  each  under  its  respective  secre- 
tary, both  pledged  to  produce  rival  schemes  of  management, 
but,  of  course,  such  rivalry  was  to  be  of  a  friendly  nature  (?) 
Mr.  Marriott  felt  he  must  help  on  this  movement,  although 
he  had  for  some  time  past  been  unable  to  take  so  active  a 
part  in  the  association  affairs  as  formerly.  Mr.  W.  H. 
Beckett  reminded  the  members  present  that  the  association 
as  a  body  had  always  favoured  amalgamation,  and  he  hoped 
all  anglers  would  now  support  the  movement.  With 
regard  to  raising  the  subscription,  was  not  the  matter 
entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  club  anglers  of  London,  and  it 
was  manifest  to  all  that  it  could  not  be  done  unless  the 
members  agreed  to  do  so.  Mr.  P.  Geen  very  heartily 
supported  union.  One  member  was  opposed  to  union 
because  the  agitation  had  not  emanated  from  the  associa- 
tion. Mr.  Parker,  in  reply,  stated  that  although  the 
Central  Association  does  not  publish  a  balance-sheet,  he 
understood  they  only  issued  laet  year  1706  B.P.  Tickets 
whereas  the  Anglers'  Association  had  issued  3798,  the 
respective  incomes  from  the  two  associations  were  there- 
fore £92  8s.  2d.  Central,  and  £379  16s.  Anglers.  Our 
membership  was  therefore  more  than  double  that  of  the 
Central,  and  its  income  more  than  three-fold.  The  meeting 
was  adjourned  till  Monday,  May  24,  it  being  11.25  p.m. 
The  roll  call  proved  that  seventy-six  clubs  were  represented. 
As  some  clubs  had  two  delegates  present  the  members  in 
favour  of  amalgamation  were  so  far  in  excess  of  the  four 
against  it,  that  it  was  thought  unnecessary  to  count  them 
at  this  late  hour.  Hon.  Beporter 


THE  PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF 
LONDON  ANGLERS. 

In  addition  to  those  already  announced,  the  following 
gentlemen  have  joined  the  council  pledged  to  carry  out 
the  unification  of  London  anglers :  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris 
(Foley  Angling  Society),  Mr.  Woolley  Kelsy  (Piscatorial 
Society),  Mr.  T.  Twyman  (Cobden  Angling  Society),  and 
Mr.  Geo.  Jenkins  (Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society).  Mr. 
Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  has  been  appointed  secretary  to  the 
council.  The  headquarters  of  the  council  have  been  shifted 
to  the  Sessions  House  Hotel,  120,  Clerken well-road,  owing 
t}  the  insuffic'eacy  of  accommodation  at  the  Coffee  Pot 
Tavern.  Further  meetings  have  been  arranged  at  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  Great  Barlow  -  street,  Marylebone, 
Friday,  May.7,  at  8.30  p.m.  ;  the  Cobden  Club  (large  hall, 
capable  of  holding  500  persons),  Kensal-road,  W.,  Thurs- 
day, June  3,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  council  sit  each  Tuesday 
and  Thursday,  from  8.30  p.m.  till  10  p.m. 

E.  S.  Shrubsole. 


THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 

Over  150  anglers  assembled  at  the  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  on  Thursday,  April  29,  at  8.30  p.m.,  to 
discuss  the  question  of  amalgamation,  but  after  waiting r 
till  9  p  m.  for  the  appearance  of  the  unity  cauncil,  by' 
whom  the  meeting  had  been  called,  Mr.  Wade  suggested 
that  Mr.  Elsmore  should  preside  over  the  meeting.  Mr. 
Elsmore  spoke  briefly  of  the  non-appearance  of  those  who 
had  called  the  meeting.  "  These  unity  agitators,"  he 
said,  "only  wanted  to  make  the  working  men  anglers  of 
London  their  tools  to  secure  privileges  by  which  they, 
the  agitators,  not  the  working  men  anglers,  would 
benefit."  He  asked  if  there  was  anyone  present  who 
would  speak  in  favour  of  amalgamation,  but  no 
response  being  made,  Mr.  Wade  was  requested  to  speak, 
and  referred  to  the  treatment  the  auglers  present 
had  received  from  the  se!f-a"pointed  unity  council,  who 
had  called  that  meeting,  but  hid  not  themselves  appeared. 
He  stated  that  the  landlord  nf  the  Brown  ow  Arms, 
Dalston,  at  which  place  the  next  unity  meeting  was 
announced  to  be  held,  had  said  he  would  not  have  it' 
there ;  he  would  sooner  close  his  house  than  havo  unity 
agitation  meetings  held  in  his  rooms.  What  did  these 
agitators  know  of  the  wants  of  London  anglers,  who  thought 
they,  with  next  to  no  experience  in  the  angling  world, 
could  accomplish  in  five  minutes  what  the  anglers  of 
London  had  be-n  trying  to  do  for  mauy  years  past  with- 
out success  ?  Mr.  Wade  then  proposed  the  following 
resolution  :  "  That  this  meetiug  condemns  the  attempt  to 
create  strife  amongst  the  London  anglers  by  amalgamation 
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proposals  made  by  parsons  in  whose  theories  it  has  no 
confidence,  believing  any  change  would  jeopardise  railway 
privileges,  and  be  of  no  benefit  to  anglers.  It  further 
decides  to  ignore  aoy  plebiscite  promoted  by  a  self- 
constituted  council." 

Those  present,  numbeiing  157,  voted  solid  against 
amalgamati  n  ;  and  after  making,  at  Mr.  Wade's  sug- 
gestion, a  collection  for  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society 
(1  Is.  being  the  result),  the  meeting  was  dissolved. — R.  L. 


COMPETITIONS  ON  LOCH  LEVEN— 1897. 


LI. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
18. 
18. 
21. 
21. 

22. 
22. 

24. 
25. 
26. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
29. 
81. 


April. 

St.  Mirin  (P«isley)  16. 

Clydesdale  (Glasgow)  16, 

Edina  (Edinburgh)  17. 

Bridge  of  Allan  17. 

Perthshire  18. 

Pollokshields  18, 

Stirling  19, 

Perth  22. 

Wanderers  (Glasgow)  23. 

May.  24. 

St.  Andrew  (Edinburgh)  25. 

Cockburn  (Edinburgh)  20. 
Westend  (Dundee) 

Breadalbaue  (Edin.)  1. 

Kinross  6. 

Coatbridge  7. 

Bohemian  (Glasgow)  8. 

Bridge  of  Allan  14. 

Uddingston  Waltonians  20. 

Waverley  22. 

Dumferline  30. 
Glasgow  Angling  Club 

Dundee  3. 

St.  Mungo  (Glasgow)  5. 

Stirling  6. 

Amateur  (Edinburgh)  7. 

Bridge  of  Allan  v.  North-  9. 

umberland  9. 

Pollokshields  10. 

Bridge  of  Allans.  North-  11. 

umberland  11. 

Falkirk  12. 

Clackmannan  14. 

Perth  16. 

St.  Mirin  16. 

Clydesdale  (Glasgow)  17. 

Fifeshire  17. 

Bothwell  and  Blantyre  18. 

Walton  (Edinburgh)  18. 

Wanderers  19. 

June.  19. 

Rowbank  (Paisley)  20. 

NATIONAL  20. 

Kinross  21. 

West  of  Scotland  (Glas-  23. 

gow  23, 

St.  Andrew  24. 

West  of  Scotland  25, 

Strathearn  25. 

St.  Mungo  26, 

Westend  (Dundee)  27. 

Dumferline  28. 

United  Edinburgh  Clubs  30, 
Dundee 

Kelvinside  Academical  31, 
Stirling 

Perthshire  1, 

Bridge  of  Allan  2, 


June  (continued). 
Fifeshire 

Edina  (Edinburgh) 
Clackmannan 
Pollokshields 
Western  (Glasgow) 
Wellshot  (Glasgow) 
Western 
Waverley 
Falkirk 

Breadalbane  (Edin.) 
Buckland  (Glasgow) 
Walton  (Edinburgh) 

July. 
Kinross 
Perthshire 
Dumferline 
Wanderers 
Cockburn 
Clackmannan 
Waverley 
Falkirk 

August. 
St.  Andrew 
Clackmannan 
United  Glasgow  Clubs 
Kelvinside  Academical 
Glasgow  Clydesdale 
Stirling 

Glasgow  Angling  Club 
Dumferline 
Westend  (Dundee) 
Perthshire 

Ud  ingston  Waltonians 

Falkirk  ■ 

Amateur 

Western 

Pollokshields 

Western 

Perth 

Coatbridge 

Bothwell  and  Blantyre 

St.  Mungo 

Coatbridge 

Dundee 

Rowbank 

Bridge  of  Allan 

Waverley 

Fifeshire 

Breadalbane  (Edin.) 
Kinross 

West  of  Scotland 
West  of  Scotland 
Bridge  of  Allan  v. 

burgh  Amateur 
Wanderers 

September. 
Patron's  Prize 
Championship. 


Edin- 


SEA  FISHING  AT  PLYMOUTH. 

I  noticed  recently  in  the  papers  that  some  salmon  had 
been  caught  in  the  Dee  with  labels  attached,  which,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  did  not  correspond  with  any  of  my  numbers. 
It  plainly  showed  that  these  salmon  had  been  captured  a 
second  time,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  know  what  period 
of  time  elapsed  between  their  first  capture  when  they  were 
marked,  and  the  second  capture,  and  how  much  they  had 
grown  in  the  meantime,  and  also  it'  they  were  caught  in  the 
same  neighbourhood.  I  have  not  jet  heard  of  any  re- 
capture of  the  fish  that  have  been  caught  and  marked  with  a 
little  oval  aluminium  label  bearing  a  number  and  also  the 
words,  Hearder,  Plymouth.  I  b  dieve  some  hundreds  have 
been  so  marked.  The  weather  is  still  unsettled,  and  there 
is  not  much  amateur  fishing  going  on.  Some  nice  pollack 
have  been  taken,  but  the  mackerel  are  still  holding  off.  I 
hope  next  week  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  description  of  the 
various  exhibits  both  for  the  loan  and  other  sections  that  I 
am  getting  reidy  for  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the 
Imperial  Institute,  which  opens  next  month.  I  am  getting 
a  half  model,  to  show  the  gear  that  is  recommended  by 
Capt.  Howell,  R.N.,  for  trolling  at  sea  when  under  steam, 
and  going  some  ten  or  twelve  knots. 

Capt.  Howell  has  kindly  calledon  me;  and  given  me  full 
particulars  of  all  the  apparatus  and  baits  neces-ary  for  this 
spo^t.  William  Hearder. 


The  Royal  Chiral  Society,  under  the  patronage  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen  and  H.R.H.  The  Duke  of  Saxe- 
Coburg  and  Gotha,  Duke  of  Edinburgh,  K  G.,  will  give, 
at  the  Royal  Albert  Hall,  on  Thur-day,  May  6,  a  grand 
commemoration  concert  in  honour  of  H.M.  the  Quet-n's 
reign  of  sixty  years.  Madame  Albani,  Miss  Anna 
Williams,  Miss  Muriel  Foster,  Mr.  Edward  Lloyd,  and  Mr. 
Daniel  Price  will  appear. 

Old  Fihh  :  "  Hi !  sheer  away  from  that  hook,  Scaley !  " 
Young  Fish  :  "  Why  !  is  there  any  danger  ?  "  Old  Fish  : 
"Yes!  the  crack  fisherman  has  given  his  rod  over  to  a 
farmer's  boy  while  he's  gone  to  got  some  refreshment." 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  and  water  are 
now  favourable  for  fly  fishing  for  trout,  and  some  decent 
sport  has  been  had  with  the  Quill  Gnat  (>r  Grey  Quill) 
and  the  April  Olives.  A  dish  of  five  and  a  half  brace  fell 
to  one  angler  on  the  first  named  in  Dovedale  recently. — 
D  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Inveraray. — Monday,  20th  ult.,  Capt.  Mclver  Camp- 
bell, fishing  Dhuloch,  had  three  sea  trout ;  Tuesday,  four ; 
Wednesday,  five;  Mr.  Baldwin,  Thursday,  twenty-two 
fish.  Flies :  Teal  and  red,  silver  and  black  hackle ;  Red 
Palmer,  No.  8.    Water  low  ;  rain  on. — Rex. 

Mag  lie  (co.  Limerick). — There  has  been  good  sport 
with  both  salmon  and  trout  during  the  past  week.  On  the 
22nd  ult.,  Mr.  Doonan,  one  salmon,  101b.  ;  23rd,  Mr. 
Kennedy,  one,  121b. ;  24th,  Mr.  Sellars,  one,  131b.  ;  25th, 
Mr.  Sellars,  two,  111b.  and  161b.  ;  Mr.  Manning,  one, 
121b.  ;  Mr.  Monisson,  one,  101b.  On  the  26th,  Mr. 
Armstrong,  one,  101b;  the  Hon.  Sclater  Booth,  one, 
13ib. ;  Mr.  Bennett,  ons,  111b. ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  one,  101b. 
On  the  27th.  Mr.  Bevan,  one,  111b.  ;  Mr.  Bennett,  one, 
151b.  ;  Mr.  Courtney  Croker,  one,  161b.  There  have  been 
also  some  fine  baskets  of  trout  taken. — T.  D.  C. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derby  shire). — The  above  rivers 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  are  better  stocked 
with  good  trout  than  in  any  previous  year.  Numbers  of 
fish  may  be  seen  by  the  bank  sides  from  Jib.  up  to  21b. 
There  has  been  a  fair  average  number  of  anglers  on  both 
streams,  but  only  a  few  fish  have  been  taken.  A  local 
angler  obtained  a  brace  of  nice  fish  from  the  High  Tor 
stream,  Matlock  Dale,  on  Friday,  April  23.  Flies:  Cock- 
wing  Dun,  Claret  Bumble,  April  Yellow,  and  Sand  Fly. — 
Dotterel. 

CLUBS. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke 
of  Kent,  Old  Kent-road,  London,  S.E. — The  annual  dinner 
of  this  society  will  take  place  at  the  Gordon  Saloon,  Hol- 
born  Restaurant,  on  Thursday,  May  20;  when  I  hope  to 
see  a  good  imuster  of  members  and  friends.  The  chair 
will  be  taken  by  T.  Crumplen,  Esq.  ("  Old  Izaak  ").— F.  W. 
Martin. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Our  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  17.  The  prizes 
will  be  presented  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen  ("  Old  Izaak  ").  I 
should  esteem  it  a  great  favour  if  gentlemen  who  promised 
prices  would  kindly  settle  before  that  date  ;  by  doing  so 
they  w.>uld  oblige.  Mr.  Booth,  jun.,  was  elected  a  work- 
ing member  of  this  society. — J.  Foster. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Wind- 
mill, Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — At  our  last  meeting  we 
made  two  new  members.  Arrangements  are  now  complete 
for  our  annual  supper  and  prize  distribution,  which  will 
take  place  on  May  11,  and  I  hope  all  members  will  have 
their  prizes  ready  by  next  Tuesday. — S.  Violet. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— -Our 
annual  dinner  will  take  placo  on  Wednesday,  May  12.  I 
hope  the  members  will  pay  in  their  prizes  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. Important  business  next  Tuesday,  so  please  attend. 
— Twyman. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel, 
Godwin-road,  Forest  Gate. — The  annual  general  meeting 
was  held,  and  officers  elected  as  follows  :  Chairman,  Mr. 
Lane ;  treasurer,  Mr.  Grove ;  secretary,  Mr.  Oliver ; 
committee,  Messrs.  Mendham,  Gray,  Coolbear,  Catt,  H. 
Creeke,  Head,  and  Cackett;  delegate,  Mr.  Catt.  The 
balance-she  et  was  read,  and  showed  a  good  cash  balance. 
Special  meeting  on  Wednesday  next  to  confirm  alterations 
to  rules.    Prize  distribution  May  19. — J.  A.  Oliver. 

Great  Eastern  Angling  Society,  Dorset  Arms, 
Leighton-road,  Stratford  New  Town,  E. — I  beg  to  inform 
the  members  that  Tuesday  next,  May  4,  will  be  quarterly 
night;  also  that  the  nime  of  the  above  club  has  been 
altered,  and  in  future  will  be  known  as  "  The  Stratford 
Angling  Society."  Will  all  secretaries  please  note  this 
alteration,  and  oblige. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road. — The  sixth  annual  dinner  and  distribution 
of  prizes  takes  place  on  Wednesday,  May  5.  Dinner  on 
table  at  8.30.  Anglers  and  friends  are  invited  to  the 
smoking  concert  after  the  cloth  is  cleared.  The  members 
were  glad  to  hear  that  "  Dragnet "  was  again  at  his  post, 
but  sjrry  to  hear  that  he  was  not  able  to  accept  the  invita- 
tion to  the  dinner,  he  being  forbidden  by  his  doctor  to 
"  enjoy  himself"  for  the  present. — H.  Stretch. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Albert,  Mape-street,  Bethual -green. — The  season  1896-7 
being  over,  our  committee  and  officers  have  been  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year,  our  accounts  have  been  carefully 
gone  through,  and  our  balance-sheet  shows  an  increase  of 
£5  on  the  year.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  May  20.  Gentlemen  who  have  promised 
prizes  please  note  the  date. — E.  Brockett. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  held  at  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,.on 
Tuesday,  May  4,  when  I  trust  to  see  every  society  on  tie 
list  present  to  give  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd,  the  popular  vice- 
prtsident  of  the  list,  a  bumpar,  he  being  host  of  this 
society. — Alk.  Conn.  

A  Q  UK  at  Blessing  to  Humanity  is  without  doubt  a  medicine 
composed  of  ingredients  that,  whilst  it  eradicates  tho  germs  of 
disease,  strengthens  the  system.  Hollowuy's  l'ills  act  In  this 
manner,  and  in  general  debility,  mental  depression,  aDd  nervous 
irritability  there  Is  no  remedy  which  operates  so  benefluiall  . 
They  purify  the  bloed,  gi>  e  tone  to  the  slomnch,  and  thoroughly 
regenerate  the  Hystem.  They  are  mild  In  operation,  although 
most  powerful  in  removing  diseaso  Delicate  females  and  youDg 
children  can  take  them  with  safety  and  benefit.  It  would  be 
dimeult  to  enumerate  all  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by  taking 
these  wonderful  pills.  No  household  should  be  without  thorn, 
for  there  is  no  complaint  which  they  cannot  cure  or  relieve. 


Jiotea  from  ttje  iflortt). 


A  few  more  grilse  are  being  got  daily  in  the  nets.  Nose 
as  yet  have  found  their  way  into  any  of  the  rivers  ;  at 
least,  there  is  no  evidence  of  such  from  the  creels  of 
anglers  plying  on  the  Dee,  where  the  first  grilse  to  the 
rod  is  usually  got.   

Salmon  are  quite  plentiful  between  Bauch  >ry,  some 
eighteen  miles  from  the  sea,  and  Balmoral,  af ler  which 
hardly  a  fin  has  yet  been  seen.  The  temperature  is  all 
against  the  fish  tryiug  for  the  upper  pools  of  the  Dee,  and 
is  almost  ice  cold,  with  snow  on  the  near  hills. 


Some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  are  being  made  daily  on . 
the  Don.  Mr.  Meff,  on  the  Inverurie  water,  had  over 
401b.  of  yellow  trout  one  day  last  week,  all  to  the  fly.  The 
fish  were  very  much  mixed.  In  fact,  only  those  under  lib. 
were  at  all  good,  the  larger  and  heavier  fish  being  far 
from  conditioned.  This  from  Mr.  Meff  himself,  who 
stated  that  he  was  deceived  somewhat  with  the  colour  and 
condition  when  killing  them,  else  he  should  certainly  have 
returned  them  to  the  river. 

The  smolt  season  takes  effect  to-day  (Saturday)  on  the 
tidals  of  the  Dee,  Don,  and  most  northern  rivers.  The 
s molts  have  already  been  showing  up  quite  freely  on  the 
Dee,  and  the  closure  against  angling  in  these  paits  during 
their  migration  lasts  during  the  next  six  weeks. 


On  the  Ythan  finnock  fisliDg  has  not  had  the  same 
chance  which  we  have  seen  in  some  former  years.  On  the 
tidal  waters  we  have  scarcely  received  a  decent  report ; 
but  from  the  inland  waters  things  have  been  more  credit- 
able. A  good  golf  course  and  plenty  of  sea  air  are  fairly 
good  substitutes  when  the  dark  cloud  lowers  over  the 
finnock.  •   

Mr.  Brdmner  (gamekeeper),  Blackhall  Castle,  DeeBide, 
succeeded  on  Tuesday  in  capturing  a  badger,  which 
measured  2ft.  llin.  from  tip  to  tail,  and  stood  1ft.  high. 
It  is  reckoned  that  it  is  some  twenty-five  years  since  such 
another  animal  has  been  killed  on  Deeside. 


The  Aberdeen  fish  market  was  recently  the  scene . 
of  a  his'oric  and  in  some  senses  an  international  event, 
when  the  blue-jackets  from  H  M.S.  Jackal  forcibly 
prevented  the  landing  of  the  German  trawler's  fish  cmght 
in  the  Moray  Firth.  The  Crown  authorities  have  been 
called  upon  to  give  reasons  why  interdict  should  not  be 
granted  within  eight  days,  and  meantime  interim  interdict 
has  been  refused.   

According  to  the  North  Sea  Convention  the  fish  offered 
to  be  landed,  by  the  Germans  have  been  legally  caught ; 
but  acoordirg  to  the  Fishery  Board  regulations  they  hive 
been  illegally  caught,  and  cannot  be  landed  at  a  Scottish 
port.  The  Court  of  Sessions  will  have  to  decide  if 
foreigners  can  land  fish  in  the  face  of  the  Fishery  Board 
byelaws.  If  so,  then  the  closing  of  the  Moray  Firth  will 
become  one  of  the  greatest  fiascos  under  the  sun.  It 
simply  means  we  prohibit  our  home  trawlers  catcl.ing  and 
landing  fish  in  the  Firth,  but  permit  foreigners. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Scotch  Fishery  Board,  caused  by  the 
death  of  Mr.  Cochran  Patrick,  has  been  rilled  up  by  the 
appointment  of  Mr.  Lachlan  Milloy  formerly  provost  of 
Rothesay,  while  Sheriff  Crawford  of  Aberdeen  and 
Kincardine  has  been  appointed  deputy  chairman. 

Special  Scotch. 


provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT 

A  representative  of  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  Company 
visited  Birmingham  on  Saturday  last  for  the  purp  >se  of  ex- 
plaining certain  matters  respecting  the  fishing  of  the  canal, 
and  also  the  terms  upon  which  the  members  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Association  would  be  permitted  to  fish  the  canal  as  a 
body.  The  length  of  the  canal  that  would  be  avni!able 
would  be  a  little  over  eighteen  miles,  which  is  sttictly 
preservod.  The  close  season  is  strictly  observed  by  the 
company,  and  much  has  been  done  by  them  to  deter  their 
boatmen  and  cth  ts  from  netting  the  water.  In  fact 
they  have  gone  so  far  as  to  sarve  a  notice  on  all  their  boat 
men  to  the  effect  that  if  any  of  them  are  found  with  a  net 
or  gun  on  any  of  the  boats,  they  will  be,  liable  to  a  penalty 
of  £5.  Notices  will  al.-o  be  posted  on  the  bridges 
intimating  that  the  companv  will  take  action  against 
persons  for  netting  or  fishing  without  tickets.  In 
fact,  the  company  intend  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
make  the  canal  the  best  in  the  country.  Thir 
is  only  one  drawback,  and  that  is  that  Sunda 
fishiBg  is  prohibited ;  but  this  obstacle  may  in  time 
be  overcome.  Tho  price  fixed  for  the  members' privilege 
of  fishing  the  canal  is  very  moderate,  and  will,  in  all  pro 
bability,  be  defrayed  by  the  Provincial  Association,  as  the 
northern  branches  are  very  much  interested  in  the  (anal 
The  members  of  the  Birmingham  Piscatorial  and  Vine 
Unihy  clubs  have  been  having  some  very  g  lod  sport  on  the 
river  Blythe,  at  Nethertown  and  Hamstiil  R^dware.  Som 
very  nice  trout  have  been  taken  with  the  fly.  A  good 
number  of  grayling  have  been  taken,  buv  they  1  ave  been 
returned  to  the  water  again.  Some  very  flattering  accounts 
come  from  the  gentlemen  who  have  fished  this  water, 
who  all  say  that  it  is  ono  of  the  best  stocked  in  the 
Midlauds.  The  Birmingham  Piscatorial  Society  are  in 
want  of  a  few  good  members.  The  subscription  is  fixed  at 
about  three  guineas  per  annum.    The  society  has  a  st  retch 
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of  the  river  Blythe,  as  mentioned  above,  and  a  splendid 
stretch  of  the  Trent  at  Barton  and  Walton  ;  and  for  the 
convenience  of  the  members  who  prefer  fishing  close  at 
home  they  have  the  Uplands  Pools  at  Handsworth.  Appli- 
cation for  membership  should  be  made  to  Mr.  T.  Bag- 
shaw,  14,  Holyhead-road,  Handsworth.  The  Vine 
Unity  Society  have  made  twenty-five  members  since 
they  have  taken  the  water  at  Hamstill  Redware. 
Anglers  who  have  been  to  Twyning  Fleet  will  regret  to 
hear  that  Mr.  J.  Wood  left  the  Fleet  Inn  last  Thursday. 
Great  alterations  are  to  be  made  to  this  quaint  old  house 
which  I  hear  is  to  be  considerably  enlarged  upon  the  up- 
to-date  principle.  Mr.  Wood  has  taken  another  house  at 
Evesham,  near  to  the  river,  where  he  will  be  pleased  to 
accommodate  anglers  and  their  friends.  It  is  very  seldom 
that  we  hear  of  a  club  making  the  host  of  the  house  where 
they  hold  their  meetings  presents,  but  such  is  the  case 
with  the  Rose  and  Crown  Society,  for  they  intend  present- 
ing their  host,  Mr.  H.  Hodgetts,  with  an  illuminated  address 
at  a  very  early  date,  in  recognition  of  the  many  kindnesses 
the  club  have  received  from  his  hands.  Well  done,  Rose 
and  Crown,  and  best  wishes  to  my  fiiend  Hodgetts.  A 
committee  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Angling  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening  next,  May  6. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Angling  generally  has  been  but  only~  very  moderate 
during  the  past  week  on  Derbyshire  rivers.  Cold  easterly 
winds  have  mostly  prevailed,  and  sport  has  been  pre- 
judicially affected  by  them.  By  trolling,  spinning,  and 
bottom  fishing  a  certain  amount  of  success  has  been 
achieved  on  many  of  the  streams,  but  fly  fishing,  as  a 
rule,  has  been  poor.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavourable 
winds  numerous  anglers  have  visited  the  various  lengths 
of  the  Derwent,  and  on  the  lower  reaches  by  Ambergate, 
Alderwasley  Woods,  and  Watstanwell  several  decent 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  made  by  bottom  fishers  and 
spinners ;  and  on  the  adjoining  Holmesford  waters  some 
very  nice  fish  have  been  taken.  The  waters  of  the  Matlock 
Club,  between  Holmesford  and  Cromford  Bridge,  on  which 
fly  fishing  only  is  allowed,  have  been  almost  deserted, 
great  favourites  as  they  aie.  Two  or  three  solitary 
anglers  only  have  been  out,  and  taken  a  few  brace  of  fish, 
it  is  true,  but  the  sport  there  has  been  very  indifferent. 
From  the  Matlock  Bath  and  Dale  lengths  several  brace  have 
been  taken ;  and  in  the  Matlock  Bridge  locality  a  few  lots 
of  trout  have  been  killed  both  in  the  club  and  in  the 
private  waters  by  local  bottom  anglers.  The  Darley  Dale 
reaches  of  the  river,  both  above  and  below  Darley  Bridge, 
have  had  a  fair  number  of  visitors,  and  a  few  decent  creels 
have  been  made ;  but  there,  as  elsewhere  on  the^  river, 
few  fish  have  been  killed  with  the  fly.  The  "several 
lengths  of  the  Derwent,  between  Rowsley,  Chats- 
worth,  and  Baslow,  have,  as  is  usual,  been  well  patronised 
by  anglers,  some  of  whom  made  very  fair  baskets, 
several  of  the  fish  running  up  to  l|lb.  and  21b.,  and 
being  in  excellent  condition;  bottom  angling  here  also 
being  the  most  successful.  On  the  higher  reaches  of  the 
river  by  Hathersage,  Siccleholme,  Bamford,  and  Yorkshire 
Bridge,  there  have  been  numerous  anglers,  but  only  a  few 
of  them  seem  to  have  met  with  much  success — two,  three, 
and  four  brace  being  the  largest  number  of  fish  taken  per 
rod.  On  the  subsidiary  trout  streams  of  this  locality 
several  brace  have  been  killed  by  a  few  fishermen  who  have 
angled  there  and  fished  in  the  rough  parts  of  the  water 
sheltered  from  the  wind.  Some  tolerable  sport  has  been 
had  on  the  little  river  Amber,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
South  Winfield ;  and  on  the  lengths  nearly  up  to  Ashover 
several  brace  of  nice  fish  have  been  captured.  The  Wye, 
between  Rowsley  and  Bakewell,  has  had  a  fair  share  of 
visitors,  but  weather  conditions  have  prevented  them  having 
any  but  very  moderate  sport ;  and  on  the  higher  reaches 
of  the  river  a  similar  state  of  things  has  prevailed,  only 
poor  creels,  as  a  rule,  having  been  made.  Not  much  either 
has  been  done  on  the  Dovedale  waters.  Visitors  have  not 
been  very  numerous,  and  few  good  baskets  have  been  made 
up  to  the  time  these  notes  are  written.  Indeed,  fly  anglers, 
so  far,  have  had  a  disappointing  time  ;  but  has  the  wind 
has  now  changed  from  the  cold  quarter,  and  genial 
weather  seem  approaching,  and  the  fish  are  rising  more 
freely,  angling  prospects  are,  as  a  consequence,  much 
brighter. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
Anglers  continue  to  turn  out  in  considerable  numbers, 
and  there  being  a  decided  improvement  in  the  weather, 
and  rivers  in  nice  condition  for  fly  fishing,  sport  is  likely 
to  remain  good  for  a  few  weeks  at  last.  I  should  like  to 
draw  attention,  however,  to  the  practice  of  many  anglers 
in  certain  districts  of  retaining  trout  of  small  size.  With 
these  the  motto  seems  to  be  that  "  all  are  fish  that  come 
to  the  net,"  and,  as  a  consequence,  paltry  little  troutlets — 
and,  worse  still,  smelts — are  being  taken  by  the  score, 
which,  if  returned  to  tBe  water,  would  in  due  course 
develop  in  size  and  provide  sport  in  the  future.  The  use 
of  salmon  roe,  too,  is  far  from  uncommon  on  some  of  our 
streams,  and,  although  a  killing  bait,  should  form  no  part 
of  a  true  angler's  outfit.  The  Derwent  district  has  lost  a 
good  friend  in  the  lamented  death  of  Mr.  R.  S.  Thompson, 
of  Parkend,  Workington,  an  active  member  of  the  Local 
Board  of  Fishery  Conservators,  a  keen  salmon  fisher,  and 
skilful  sportsman  generally.  Amongst  Keswick  anglers, 
Messrs.  Newton,  Hodgson,  Hinde,  H.  Beadle,  and  J. 
Rigg  have  been  most  successful ;  and  in  the  Eden,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Appleby,  Messrs.  Noble,  A.  C.  White- 
head, T.  EUwood,  Gibson,  R.  Irving,  Ewin,  and  others, 
have  each  secured  good  fish,  either  in  number  or  as 
spacimens.  On  the  Kent  and  its  tributaries  rods  aro 
numerous  and  sport  satisfactory. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  few  brace  of  trout  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
week  in  the  upper  stretches  of  the  River  Hull.  Coarse 
fishers  are  doing  fairly  well  in  the  tidal  portion  of  the 


river,  and  also  in  the  havens  and  drains  among  flounders 
and  eels.  The  Excelsior  A.S.  fished  their  first  match  this 
season  at  Patrington  Haven,  at  which  forty-six  of  the 
members  competed.  Mr.  W.  R.  Wellington  took  the  first 
prize.  The  Albion  Angling  Association  also  opened  their 
match-fishing  season  at  the  same  place,  the  first  prize  being 
taken  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Turner.  The  new  angling  society  of 
Hull  Butcher's  fished  their  first  match  on  the  River  Hull, 
on  Minto  Flatts,  near  Wawneferry,  Messrs.  A.  Martin, 
H.  Smith,  and  W.  Pedder  taking  the  first  three  prizes. 
Another  new  society  has  been  formed  at  the  Marrow  Bone 
and  Cleaver,  in  Fetter-lane,  Hull,  called  the  Wednesday 
A.S.,  the  first  president  being  Mr.  Alfred  Chappell  ; 
treasurer,  Mr.  T.  Marling;  and  secretary,  Mr.  W. 
Chapman.  The  East  Riding  A.S.  fished  their  first  match 
at  the  club's  pond  at  Barrow  Haven,  Mr.  George  Wake- 
field taking  first  honours.  The  Old  Sculcoates  Angling 
Society  opened  their  season  at  Swinemoor,  on  the  Hull, 
Mr.  C.  H.  Hall  taking  the  first  prize  ;  and  the  County 
Angling  and  Recreation  Society  fished  their  first  match  at 
Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  H.  Dewhurst  being  first.  A  new 
angling  society  has  also  been  inaugurated  in  West  Hull  at 
the  Sheffield  Arms,  on  the  Hessle  road,  called  the  Sheffield 
Arms  A.S.,  with  Mr.  J.  Smith  as  president,  and  Mr.  H. 
Rawson  hon.  secretary.  The  Victoria  A.S.  will  fish  their 
first  match  on  the  River  Hull,  at  Swinemoor,  on  Saturday 
next ;  and  an  open  angling  match,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Albert  Angling  Association,  will  also  take  place  on  the 
Hull,  on  Saturday  next,  at  Dunswell  at  3.0  p.m. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

County  news  is  exceedingly  scarce — it  generally  is 
immediately  after  a  popular  holiday,  not  that  before  then 
it  was  plentiful,  but  naturally  there  is  a  reaction  after  any 
holiday.  The  Stalybridge  and  District  Amalgamation  is 
reported  as  in  good  condition  in  every  way,  looking  with 
confidence  to  the  coming  season.  Some  of  the  Bolton  men 
have  spent  their  holidays  in  a  rather  unique  manner, 
entirely  devoting  their  time  to  netting  ponds  for  stock  fish 
for  their  own  waters.  The  St.  Helens'  men  have  turned 
out  in  good  numbers,  and  visited  many  lands.  Angling 
matters  out  Radcliffe  way  appear  to  be  healthy;  they 
are  organising  and  federating  their  forces  for  mutual 
benefit.  It  is  a  painful  duty  to  learn  that  a  good  private 
water  near  Bolton  has  been  poisoned ;  the  owner  was 
always  liberal  with  permits,  and  this  makes  the  offence 
all  the  greater,  especially  as  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it 
was  wilfully  done.  It  is  remarkable  that,  considering  the 
amount  of  business  passing  through  our  tackle  dealers' 
hands,  that  more  sport  is  not  heard  of.  Every  fish  killed 
must  cost  a  lot  of  money  spent  on  tackle  and  other 
expenses. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

At  last  I  am  able  to  report  a  marked  improvement  in 
the  atmospherical  conditions,  and  trout  fishing  should  now 
begin  to  prove  a  remunerative  pastime.  Since  Monday 
the  weather  has  been  just  of  the  kind  a  trout  angler 
delights  in,  and  those  who  have  been  kept  away  from  the 
streams  by  a  long  period  of  cold  weather  have  resumed 
operations.  Flies,  too,  are  beginning  to  show  themselves 
on  the  water,  at  which  the  fish  have  risen  freely  this  week, 
especially  towards  evening.  The  majority  of  anglers, 
however,  still  prefer  to  employ  the  bottom  tackle,  and 
several  bags,  varying  from  four  to  eight  brace,  were 
captured  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  as  the  result  of  a  few 
hours'  fishing.  If  the  present  genial  weather  continues  I 
shall  expect  some  reports  from  fly  fishermen,  as  the 
streams  are  in  capital  condition  and  the  fish  generally  are- 
showing  activity. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Mr.  Forest  and  two  friends,  after  a  day's  fishing  at 
Coombes  Reservoir,  returned  with  a  catch  of  8|Ib  trout, 
amongst  which  was  a  large  one  weighing  lib.  2§oz.  Those 
who  are  acquainted  with  "  Sam  o'  Fario  "  will  be  sorry  to 
hear  of  his  bereavement,  which  has  taken  place  during 
the  past  week.  His  brother  has  passed  away  while  staying 
at  Buxton  endeavouring  to  recruit  his  health.  Two  of 
our  clubs,  the  Hulme  Ellesmere  and  the  Moss  Side  Socials, 
are  summoned  to  hold  a  meeting  for  important  business 
on  Monday  next,  May  3rd.  It  is  reported  that  several  of 
our  city  clubs  are  thinking  of  throwing  in  their  lot  with 
the  Sheffield  Anglers'  Association.  The  influenza  scare  is 
making  sad  havoc  amongst  our  men,  and  on  every  hand 
we  hear  of  well  known  anglers  attacked  by  this  insidious 
disease.  The  latest  victim  is  our  old  friend  Mr.  John 
Johnson,  of  Ardwick,  who  appears  to  have  shippeda  cargo 
to  the  full  capacity  of  his  carrying  powers.  We  wish  him 
speedy  recovery.  The  Kingfishers,  at  their  meeting  on 
the  4th,  will  have  some  business  of  rather  an  exceptional 
character  to  deal  with ;  but  no  doubt  they  will  easily 
negotiate  it.  Very  little  is  heard  of  the  new  trout  water 
acquired  by  the  North  Manchester  anglers.  All  news  is 
apparently  kept  very  quiet.  This  week  some  rainbow 
trout  ova  has  arrived  for  one  of  our  city  clubs,  and  also 
for  the  Worsley  Canal  Fishery,  of  which  more  will  be 
heard  shortly. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

A  magnificent  roach  was  caught  on  Wednesday, 
April  28,  at  the  New  Mills,  Norwich,  by  a  lad  of 
fourteen.  The  roach  measures  15|in.  in  length,  and 
weighed  31b.  Joy..  It  is  a  tremendously  thick  and 
full  fish,  and  is,  I  believe,  a  record  one.  Sport  generally 
is  very  slow  ;  nothing  is  being  done  on  the  navigable  parts 
of  our  rivers,  but  a  few  nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  the 
upper  reaches.    Waters  are  in  very  good  condition. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  become  more  settled,  and  salmon 
anglers  should  find  the  Trent  low  and  clear  enough  to 
pursue  their  sport  by  tho  time  this  report  appears  in  print. 
The  district  water  bailiff  of  the  Trent  Fishery  Board 
reports  to  me  the  presence  of  fish  at  Shardlow  and  King's 
Mills.  He  has  also  seen  fish  pass  over  the  weir  at  Colwick, 
and  likely  enough  they  will  remain  at  the  head,  or  iu  the 


barbel  run,  until  we  have  another  rise.  The  river  has 
been  receding  rapidly  since  last  Saturday,  and  its  general 
condition  will  now  benefit  the  various  kinds  of  coarse  fish 
located  on  the  spawning  grounds.  Dace,  pike,  and  perch 
have  done  spawning,  and  within  the  past  few  days  many 
sickly  looking  dace  have  been  noticed  struggling  near  the 
surface  of  the  water  at  and  below  Wilford.  But 
the  occurrence  is  an  annual  one.  Eels  have  been 
ascending  in  considerable  quantities,  and  they  are 
commanding  a  big  price  in  the  markets.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Wellington  Society  was  held  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  club  on  Thursday  night,  Mr.  W. 
Gaskell  (president)  being  in  the  chair.  The  principal  prize 
winner  is  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  who  wins  and  holds  for  the 
year  the  ten  guinea  challenge  cup  presented  by  Sir  Henry 
Bromley,  Bart.,  of  Stoke  Hall  and  Ash  well.  There  is 
small  doubt  that  Mr.  Wallis  will  ultimately  win  the  cup 
right  out;  whilst  the  Hooley  cup  is  a  gift  for  him,  provided 
he  cares  to  compete  for  it.  Although  possessing  a  very 
large  number  of  members,  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
Wellington  has  many  re,ally  expert  bottom  fishers. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD.' 

The  weather  since  Easter  has  been'  of  a  much  better 
description,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  more  anglers 
have  been  out.  Week-end  visitors  to  the  Idle  fared 
extremely  well,  and  with  the  waters  near  Retford  just 
now  in  excellent  trim,  some  very  good  sport  has  been 
obtained.  A  large  quantity  of  fish  has  been  taken,  and  the 
greater  proportion  of  the  Sheffield  rodsters  have  had  good 
luck.  Fish  have  ranged  up  to  nearly  21b.  in  weight,  and 
specimens  weighing  about  lib.  have  frequently  been 
caught.  The  Amber  has  been  well ,  patronised  by  the 
members  of  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society,  and 
during  the  Easter  holidays  numerous  rods  were  out.  The 
president,  Mr.  W.  Eagers,  had  a  good  day's  sport,  and  fish 
weighing  about  lib.  were  caught.  The  local  stream,  the 
Sheaf,  la3  also  provided  some  fine  fishing,  and  the  water 
has  lately  been  of  an  excellent  colour  for  bottom 
fishing.  In  the  Heeley  portion  of  the  stream  some 
very  fair  sized  fish  have  been  taken.  Tench  fish- 
ing in  the  Chesterfield  and  Stockwith  Canal  has  been 
followed  with  success  of  a  varying  character,  but  with  the 
advent  of  warmer  weather  devotees  of  this  particular 
branch  of  sport  should  fare  well  in  this  water.  The 
Derwent  has  greatly  improved  since  Easter,  and  at  the 
week-end  was  in  satisfactory  order  for  trout  fishing.  The 
Millers  Dale  water,  for  which  tickets  for  the  day  are  only 
half-a-crown,  have  (yielded  some  excellent  fish,  and  the 
Hathersage  and  Chatsworth  Club  waters  have  been  well 
fished,  with  gratifying  results.  In  the  Matlock  district 'a 
large  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and,speaking  generally, 
the  sport  has  been  of  a  high  class  order. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

_  After  a  long  period  of  cold  stormy  weather,  with  the 
river  hopelessly  out  of  order  for  angling,  the  few  warm 
spring  days  which  we  have  this  week  experienced,  have 
been  very  welcome.  A  goodly  number  of  anglers  have 
been  out,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Shrewsbury  over 
all  the  earlier  trout  fords  the  spinning  minnow  has  been 
industriously  worked.  Although  it  cannot  be  said  that 
sport  has  been  brilliant,  a  goodly  number  of  trout,  several 
weighing  21b.  and  over,  have  been  landed  by  the  more 
skilled  and  practical  anglers.  The  less  rapid  shallows 
should  be  chosen  for  early  operations.  Fly  fishing  is  at 
length  practicable,  and  those  first  on  the  water  should  be 
well  rewarded. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  waters  in  the  Severn  and  Teme  are  now  nearly  down 
to  their  ordinary  level,  and  a  nice  colour  for  fishing.  We 
have  lost  the  cold,  biting  east  winds,  and  the  weather  the 
last  two  days  has  been  warm  and  showery,  and  numbers 
of  club  members  have  visited  their  preserved  waters  with 
varying  success.  Some  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken, 
perhaps  the  best  lot  by  Mr.  T.  Prosser,  of  the  City  Club, 
the  heaviest  brace  of  which  weighed  over  21b.  There  have 
been  several  rods  out  on  the  Teme  since  Sunday,  but  in 
neither  case  was  the  take  good  either  in  size  or  quantity, 
the  fly  and  worm  being  both  tried.  Very  few  flies  have  been 
seen  on  the  water  as  yet,  but  if  the  present  warm  weather 
continues  this  state  of  things  will  be  soon  altered  and 
sport  improved.  Very  little  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  Severn,  none  of  the  club  members  being  allowed  to  fish 
for  coarse  fish  during  the  close  season,  and  on  the  Avon 
fishing  the  water  from  Pershore  downwards  during  the 
fence  months  is  prohibited.  At  Wyre  Piddle,  Mr.  J. 
Hodges,  of  the  Anchor  Inn,  prosecuted  J.  Smith  for  catch- 
ing a  bream  in  the  close  season,  before  the  Pershore  bench 
of  magistrates  on  Tuesday  last,  who  fined  him  only  Is.  Cd.,' 
being  his  first  offence,  and  13s.  6d.  costs. 


MAIDENHEAD,  COOKHAM,  AND  BRAY 
THAMES  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION. 
The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Maidenhead,  Cook- 
ham,  and  Bray  Thames  Angling  Association  was  held  at 
1,  Park-street,  Maidenhead,  on  Saturday,  April  17,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Russell,  C.C.,  presiding.  The  annual  report  states 
that  the  opening  of  tho  trout  season  has  been  unfavourably 
affected  this  year  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  fair  season.  Perch  seem  to 
have  quite  recovered  from  the  disastrous  epidemic  which 
they  suffered  from  so  severely  a  few  seasons  back.  In 
accordance  with  the  promise  made  by  tho  committee  in 
their  last  annual  report,  they  purchased  and  placed  in  tho 
waters  of  tho  association  between  1100  and  1200  well 
grown  fish  (three-year-old)  last  May,  and  hope  they  will 
conduce  to  the  sport  of  tho  angler  in  the  coming  season. 
The  committee  are  most  anxious  that  the  association  should 
be  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  new  subscribers,  and 
would  urge  upon  tho  members  the  necessity  of  doing  all 
they  can  to  induce  those  of  their  friends  who  take  an 
interest  in  Thames  angling  to  support  the  association, 
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CROOKED  LANE,  LONDON  BRIDGE,  E.C., 

AND 

1,  BURY  STREET,  ST.  JAMES'. 

SOLE  MANUFACTURERS  ™  "HALFORD"  URY  FLY  LINE. 

Dressed  under  the  Air  Pump  in  Pure  Boiled  Oil. 
The  Largest  Stock  of  Eyed  Trout  Flies  for  Dry  Fly  Fishing'  in  London. 

The  "FIELD"— "It  is  to  Messrs.  HARDY,  of  ALNWICK,  we  owe  the 
supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  ROD  MAKERS." 

HARDY'S  CATALOGUE 


280  PAGES,  OVER 
300  ILLUSTRATIONS 


FREE !! 


Testimonial  from  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD,  Esq.  (Jan.  10,  1897). 

Dear  Sirs, — In  reference  to  the  built  cane  rod  you  have  made  on  the  lines  of  my  old  10ft.  3in.  rod,  usually  known  among  my  friends  as  the  "  Priceless  "  I  have 
to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  has  exceptionally  true  action,  is  at  once  light  and  powerful,  and  wonderfully  similar  generally  to  the  pattern.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  finish  and  workmanship  are  up  to  your  usual  high  stindwd.    I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  sending  me  one  out  of  the  first  batch  made  to  the  pattern. 

FKEDERIC  M.  HALFORD. 

The  above  is  in  reference  to  the  New  Dry  Fly  Rod,  the  "HALFORD  PRICELESS."    Only  a 

limited  number  of  Orders  for  these  Rods  can  be  taken. 


HARDY  BROS  ip  TACKLE  MAKERS,  ALNWICK. 


LONDON-61,  PALL    MALL,  S."W. 
Bra.llCh8S  I  EDINBURGH-5,  SOUTH  ST.  DAVID  STREET. 

MANCHESTER— 12  &  14,  MOULT  STREET  (opposite  the  Exchange). 


OGDEN  &  SCOTFORD, 


19,  LEICESTER  SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C., 

And    at    PITTVILLE,  CHELTENHAM. 

Prize  Medallists— Eight  Medals  and  Diplomas  for  Fly  Rods  and  Plies. 

MANUFACTURERS    OF    EVERY    DESCRIPTION    OF    FISHING    RODS   AND  TACKLE. 

SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS,  FLIES,  and  CASTS  a  Speciality. 

The  Prize  Medal  "  MULTUM-IBff-PARVO "  TROUT  RODS,  «X  Is. 

.  Are  unequalled  for  lightness  and  casting  power. 
MODERATE    PBICES.  CATALOGUES  GRATIS 
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Subscriptions  for  the  current  year  are  now  due,  and  may  be 
paid  to  the  account  of  the  association  at  the  Maidenhead 
branch  of  the  London  and  County  Bank,  or  to  Mr.  C.  H. 
Rioks,  1,  Park-street,  Maidenhead.  The  report,  together 
with  the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  a  sum  of  £23  4s. 
in  band,  was  adopted.  The  president  (W.  H.  Grenfell, 
Esq.)  was  re-elected,  and  the  following  vice-presidents 
were  also  re-elected,  viz.  :  Lord  Boston,  V.  W.  B.  Van  de 
Weyer,  Esq.,  Sir  Geo.  Russell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  H.  W. 
Lawson,  Esq.,  Major  Ricardo,  and  Ernest  Gardner,  Esq., 
J.P.,  C.C.  Messrs.  H.  W.  Russell,  R.  Goolden,  H.  Hoare, 
J.  J.  Jonas,  F.  D.  Lambert,  R.  Nicholson,  A.  N.  Gilbey, 
and  F.  Brewer  were  chosen  as  members  of  the  committee. 
Mr.  Alfred  Fossick  was  again  appointed  as  solicitor,  and 
Mr.  C.  H.  Picks  as  secretary  to  the  association. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

ONE  CENTRAL  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Dear  Sir, — During  the  last  few  weeks  the  question  has 
again  come  to  the  fore  as  to  whether  the  time  has,  or  has 
not,  arrived  when  one  association  should  alone  be  intrusted 
with  the  interests  of  London  anglers.  In  order  that  the 
matter  may  be  thoroughly  understood,  it  will  be  well  that 
we  should  glance  back  at  the  previous  history  of  the 
angling  associations  of  the  metropolis.  Many  years  ago, 
in  1872,  two  members  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling 
Society  obtained  from  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  Com- 
pany a  concession  as  regarded  cheap  fares  for  anglers ; 
these  men,  one  the  present  secretary  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  invited  the  London  clubs  to  send  delegates  to 
meet  them  and  discuss  the  matter.  Eleven  c'ubs  were 
represented  at  the  meeting,  and  these  were  formed  into  a 
body  known  under  the  title  of  "  The  United  London 
Anglers'  Central  Committee."  To  this  body  speedily 
other  clubs  affiliated  themselves,  and  concessions  were 
asked  from  various  other  railway  companies,  and  were 
granted  by  the  London  and  South- Western  and  Great 
Western  Railways,  in  1876.  In  that  year  the  River  Lea 
Angling  Preservation  Association  amalgamated  with  the 
committee. 

In  1877 — owing  to  want  of  organisation,  and  consequent 
delays  in  the  issue  of  tickets— the  western  clubs,  number- 
ing over  twenty,  decided  to  form  a  separate  association, 
under  the  title  of  the  West  Central  Association.  Hence, 
owing  to  want  of  management,  the  first  split  occurred. 
This  new  body  called  themselves  "  The  West  Central 
Association  of  London  and  Provincial  Angling  Clubs." 
They  applied  for  and  got  privilege  tickets  also  from  the 
above-mentioned  railway  companies.  When  the  example 
of  "  splitting  "  had  once  been  set,  it  was  rapidly  followed. 
In  1878,  owing  to  the  accommodation  being  insufficient 
for_  the  number  of  delegates,  the  West  Central  moved 
their  headquarters  to  larger  premises.  A  number  of 
clubs,  however,  decided  to  stop  behind,  separate,  and  form 
a  third  association.  Thus  was  originated  "  The  Central 
Association  of  London  and  Provincial  Societies. " 

For  some  time  these  associations  worked  amicably 
together,  though  the  raison  d'etre  of  the  words  "and 
provincial  "  in  their  titles  did  not  become  apparent  to  the 
naked  eye,  as  nothing  whatever  was  done  to  connect  these 
associations  with  the  provinces,  and  with  the  preservation 
and  re-stocking  of  fishing  waters,  save  and  except  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Lea  by  the  East  Central  (containing, 
perhaps,  fewer  men  of  capital  than  either  of  the  other  asso- 
ciations), and  a  small  amount  contributed  by  those  others 
to  that  good  old  body  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  which  has  just  entered  on  its  sixtieth  year  of  use- 
fulness (having  been  founded  in  1838).  In  1882,  the  West 
Central  and  the  Central  Associations  seemed  to  have 
wakened  to  the  enormity  of  their  position,  and  united  with 
the"  East  Central"  to  form"  The  United  London  Angling 
Association  Fisheries  Society."  Each  association  had,  at 
the  foundation,  an  equal  number  of  representatives  and 
one  trustee  apiece,  and  the  objects  of  the  society  were 
"  to  acquire,  rent,  stock,  and  preserve  any  water  or 
waters "  for  the  exclusive  use  of  members  holding 
privilege  tickets  issued  by  any  one  of  the  three  associations 
so  combining. 

The  necessary  funds  were  raised  by  the  levy  of  an 
additional  shilling  on  each  club  member's  ticket. 

Here  then  we  had  a  rapprochement,  a  coming  closer 
together  of  the  discordant  elements,  and  a  chance  that  at 
last  thes9  long-titled  associations  would  do  something  to 
justify  their  names.  But,  unfortunately,  the  elements  of 
disunion  were  planted  in  the  very  constitution  of  this 
society,  as  will  le  seen  later  on. 

Meanwhile  thinking  men  among  London  anglers  had 
been  grieved  to  see  the  powers  and  position  of  the  great 
body  frittered  away  on  three  or  four  minor  associations. 
Mr.  Augustus  Parker  in  1882  read  a  paper  before  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society  entitled  "  An  Angler's  Parlia- 
ment," in  which,  after  tracing  the  transformation  of  trades 
guile's  into  the  present  House  of  Commons,  he  advocated 
a  union,  or.rather,  amalgamation  of  all  the  associations  into 
one  body.  In  many  respects  his  scheme  was  an  excellent  one, 
but  undoubtedly  greatly  in  advance  of  his  day.  The  powers 
and  wants  of  anglers  were  not  at  that  time  a3  much  felt  as 
they  are  at  present,  and  the  ideas  therefore  promulgated 
by  Mr.  Parker  were  looked  upon  and  referred  to  as  fantas- 
tical and  absurd.  In  188-1  Mr.  Phillip  Geen  brought 
forward  a  proposition  to  unite  the  associations  by  means 
of  arranging  that  certain  officers  of  the  various  societies 
should  take  cjrtain  posts,  reserving  for  himself  the  oflioe 
of  president.  It  was  decided  on  a  stated  night  that  the 
votes  of  the  delegates  of  the  various  associations  shou'd  be 
taken  simultaneously.    The  East  and  West  Central  Asso- 


ciations agreed  to  unite,  but  the  Central,  the  smallest  of 
the  three,  decided  to  hold  aloof. 

Therefore  it  came  about  that  two  associations  still 
existed  in  London,  viz.,  the  Anglers'  Association,  as  the 
amalgamation  was  called,  and  the  Central  Association. 
For  a  month  things  went  on  as  before,  till  the  readjust- 
ment of  representation  on  the  Fisheries  Society  arose.  On 
June  30,  July  21,  and  August  1,  1884,  committee  meetings 
of  the  Anglers'  Association  were  held  to  discuss  the  attitude 
of  the  Central.  Tbi3  organisation  claimed  an  equal 
number  of  representatives  with  the  new  united  body, 
although  previously  there  had  been  twelve  each  from  the 
three  associations.  For  the  previous  year  tte  indebtedness 
of  the  Central  had  been  £23,  of  which  up  to  August,  three 
months  after  the  close  of  the  financial  year,  only  £10  had 
been  paid,  while  the  other  two  assreiitions  had  paid 
£81  18s.  and  £59  8s.  respectively.  This  broke  up  this 
worthy  but  badly  organised  society,  and  what  remained  of 
its  work  had  to  be  carried  on  after  the  expiry  of  the  then 
leases  by  the  Anglers'  Association  without  any  aid  from 
the  Central.  It  has  been  publicly  stated,  at  an  amal- 
gamation meeting  by  one  of  the  Central  officials, 
that  the  union  of  the  East  and  West  Central  Associations 
was  the  cause  of  the  breakup  of  the  United  Fisheries 
Society.  The  amount  of  truth  in  this  statement  can  be 
gauged  from  the  above  facts,  which  are  taken  from  the 
public  records  as  printed  in  the  pages  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  the  Angler's  Journal. 

This,  then,  is  the  present  state  of  affairs,  save  and  except 
that  the  Central  Association,  by  keeping  their  sub- 
scription low,  has  grown  from  500  to  over  1700  members. 
Many  of  our  wealthy  clubs  renting  private  waters  of  their 
own,  such  as  the  Piscatorial  Society,  the  True  Waltonians, 
and  the  Friendly  Anglers,  have,  through  apathy,  supported 
this  policy  of  neglect.  It  is  said  that  their  attitude  is  due 
to  the  ignorance  of  many  of  their  private  members  with 
regard  to  their  duties  to  their  poorer  brethren  and  the 
sport  at  large.  Since  the  unification  movement  has  been 
instituted  many  of  these  gentlemen  have  inquired  for 
themselves,  consequently  these  societies  are  holding 
meetings  to  discuss  the  question. 

The  preservation  of  the  Lea  and  the  Stort  has  been 
carried  on  for  London  anglers  at  the  expense  of  one 
association,  though  the  members  of  the  other  have  been 
freely  participating  in  its  benefits.  That  the  efforts  of  the 
Anglers'  Association  have  met  with  success  may  be  proved 
by  the  statement  of  Mr.  C.  Watling,  of  the  Central 
Association,  viz.,  that  as  good  a  bag  of  roach  may  be  got 
by  an  expert  from  that  river  now  as  ever.  It  has  been 
speciously  urged  by  the  opponents  of  one  angling  associa- 
tion that  amongst  other  obstacles  will  be  the  faet  that 
riparian  owners  will  not  let  water  to  an  association  con- 
taining over  five  thousand  members,  whereas  they  are 
willing  to  let  to  one  of  about  seventeen  hundred.  That 
this  will  not  hold  water  may  be  easily  proved.  If  a  land- 
owner would  prefer  to  let  to  seventeen  hundred  sooner 
than  to  five  thousand,  then  he  would  still  more  like  to  let 
to  five  hundred  than  to  seventeen  hundred,  therefore  we 
should  have  the  angling  associations  of  five  hundred 
apiece.  Never  !  the  bigger  the  association  and  the  more 
representative,  the  more  waters  there  will  be  thrown  open 
to  the  members.  The  truth  is  that  persons  who  bring 
forward  such  arguments  do  not  begin  to  understand  the 
true  functions  of  an  angling  association.  The  duty  of. 
such  a  body  is  primarily  to  preserve  and  protect  the  fishing 
waters  of  the  district  for  the  use  of  anglers.  The  angling 
associations  of  London  can  only  do  "this  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  district  angling  associations  whose 
waters  they  fish,  such  as  those  of  the  Thames,  the 
Lea,  the  Medway,  the  Arun,  and  the  Ouse. 

It  stands  to  reason  that  if  metropolitan  anglers  are 
going  down  to  fish  waters,  they  must,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  be  interested  in  their  preservation,  in  order  that 
a  good  head  of  fish  may  be  maintained.  The  day  has  gone 
by  when  we  Londoners  used  to  imagine  that  wholesale 
capture  without  any  standard  or  limit  could  not  possibly 
hart  a  river.  We  have  learned,  alas,  differently,  and  need 
only  look  around  over  the  coarse  fishing  waters  of  our 
southern  counties  to  get  a  very  forcible  object-lesson  on 
the  advantages  of  combination  forpieservation  of  fisheries. 

The  second  reason  advanced  against  the  formation  of 
one  association  is  that  it  will  lead  to  the  price  of  the 
privilege  ticket  beirg  advanced.  This  is  manifestly  absurd. 
What  was  the  result  of  the  union  between  the  East  and 
West  Central  Associations  ?  No  change  in  the  pre  a  of 
the  ticket,  which  has  continued  even  to  this  day,  thirteen 
)  errs  later. 

This  is  history,  but  what  does  common  sense  say  ?  The 
proposed  one  association  will  be  run  on  purely  representa- 
tive lines,  that  is,  a  delegate  for,  say,  each  fifty  members. 
In  this  way  the  anglers  will  rule  themselves,  and  if  they 
choose  to  raise  or  lower  their  prices,  are  at  perfect  liberty  to 
do  so,  and  also  to  judge  as  to  who  shall  direct  their  affairs. 
At  the  present  time  charges  of  jobbery  and  mal-administra- 
tion  arc  freely  flying  about,  aimed  at  members  of  both 
associations,  while  the  anglers  seem  to  have  neither  power 
cor  will  to  sift  them  for  themselves.  When  one  official 
refers  in  public  to  the  acts  of  the  opposition  association, 

'  squandering  "  and  "jobbery,"  surely  it  is  time  that  the 
anglers  of  London  took  the  matter  up.  Rule  yourselves, 
then,  London  anglers,  and  manage  your  own  affairs,  and 
allow  no  one  to  dictate  what  you  shall  doand  what  you  shall 
pay.  If  you  know  what  you  arc  paying  for  you  will  know 
what  it  is  worth,  and  will  rule  accordingly.  Another  cry 
is  that  the  present  agitation  will  lose  the  railway  conces- 
sions. Tlrs  is  untrue.  I  have  it  direct  that  the  companies 
will  welcome  one  association,  and  view  with  more  than 
impatience  the  present  state  of  affairs.  That  united 
anglers  can  get  more  than  the  separate  associations  maybe 
seen  by  the  fact  that  when  special  concessions  have  been 
wanted  before  to-day,  a  conjoint  delegation  has  been  sent 
from  the  two  associations. 

At  a  meeting,  held  last  week,  the  opponents  of  one 


aDg'ing  association  passed  an  amendment  which  said  that 
the  vote  of  London  anglers  should  not  be  taken  on  the 
question  of  unity  till  the  committee  promoting  one  associa- 
tion could  guarantee  "  more  stations,  improved  waters, 
and  cheaper  fares  for  London  angler3."  If  anybody,  after 
reading  the  above,  can  see  any  reason  why  one  association 
should  not  attain  these  advantages  better  than  two, 
then  I  for  one  say  there  is  no  such  thing  as  logic  or  even 
common  sense.  That  the  cause  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  present  state  of  affairs  is  bad  can  easily  be  shown  by 
the  tactics  adopted  by  its  supporters — personal  abuse  is 
rife,  and  argument  is  absent.  However,  unpleasant  as  it 
may  be  to  be  made  the  target  for  moral  mud-throwing, 
still  every  reform  has  been  greeted  at  first  in  this  way  by 
persons  who  for  personal  motives  desire  to  preserve  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  and  have  no  reason  to  bring 
forward  against  the  change.  Amongst  our  opponents  we 
number  many  old  pei  sonal  friends,  and  these  are  the  men 
we  regret  to  see  lending  their  power,  through  apathy  or 
misconception,  to  bolster  up  a  state  of'  affairs  which  bids 
fair  in  the  near  future  to  make  an  end  of  our  beloved  sport 
in  the  south  of  England.— Yours  faithfully, 

Charles  S.  Patterson 

Sir, — A  prominent  London  journalist  has  observed  that, 
"Curiously  enough,  when  any  innovation  is  proposed,  no 
matter  what,  affecting  the  interests  of  a  class,  there  is 
always  an  outcry  raised  against  it."  Those  who  read 
between  the  lines  can  very  easily  understand  why  the 
outcry  has  been  raised  in  certain  quarters  against  the  pro- 
posed amalgamation  of  London  anglers ;  and,  further,  they 
can  as  easily  realise  why  that  outcry  has  principally  taken 
the  forms  of  personal  abuse  and  misrepresentation. 

The  council  pledged  to  carry  out  the  unification  of 
London  anglers  believe  their  scheme  to  be  the  greatest 
and  most  beneficial  reform  that  has  ever  been  undertaken 
on  behalf  of  the  angling  community  of  London.  So  vast 
are  the  interests  involved,  and  so  far-reaching  are  the 
beneficial  effects  to  be  attained,  that  it  is  a  great  pity  their 
opponents  have,  so  far,  extended  such  scant  courtesy 
towards  them.  Had  they  have  done  so  (especially  at  open 
meetings  which  have  been  held)  matters  would  be  much 
farther  advanced  than  they  are.  But  no  matter  what 
unfair  interruption  may  take  place ;  no  matter  what 
misrepresentations  may  be  spread  broadcast,  the  council 
will  persevere  until  their  end  is  attained,  confident  that  the 
cause  they  have  at  heart  is  such  a  just  one,  that  in  the  end 
the  good  sense  of  the  greater  majority  of  London  anglers 
will  point  the  way  to  its  adoption. 

What  are  the  facts  of  the  case  ?  A  very  large  number 
of  London  anglers  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  two 
associations  are  endeavouring  to  attain  the  end  that 
could  be  far  more  expeditiously  and  advantageously 
rt ashed  through  the  medium  of  one  association  only. 
They  claim  that  by  the  formation  of  one  great  central 
committee  the  following  benefits  would  result : — 

1.  A  considerable  reduction  in  routine  expenditure. 

2.  A  large  increase  in  waters  rented  for  the  exercise  of 
their  sport. 

3.  The  prospect  of  more  extended  railway  privileges, 
especially  to  salt  water  angling  resoits. 

4.  Better  and  more  extended  preservation,  and  conse- 
quently better  and  more  varied  sport. 

5.  United  action  in  all  matters  affecting  their  interests. 

6.  More  power  and  influence  with  Parliament,  county 
councils,  conservators,  and  riparian  owners. 

7.  The  powerful  protection  of  their  rights  on  public 
waters  which  at  present  are  denied  to  them  through  want 
of  united  resistance. 

8.  Direct  representation. 

Surely  such  a  programme  is  worthy  of  consideration  and 
calm  discussion.  But  what  has  really  occurred?  The 
promoters  of  amalgamation  have  had  most  insulting 
remarks  hurled  at  them  by  those  who  should  know  better, 
and  their  scheme  has  been  untruthfully  referred  to  as  an 
effort  to  crush  the  Central  Association  of  London  Anglers 
and  put  up  the  price  of  the  railway  privilege  tickets  to  5s. 
or  even  10s. ;  their  action  has  also  been  referred  to  as  a 
de  iberate  attempt  to  stir  up  strife.  The  council  maintain, 
in  the  face  of  the  following  scheme  for  elective  represen- 
tition,  that  the  two  former  assertions  are  incorrect. 

It  is  proposed  that  each  of  the  London  clubs  should  eh  ct 
from  their  membership  one  or  more  delegates  (according 
to  the  strength  of  such  membership),  and  that  these 
delegates  should  meet  together  under  one  roof,  and  from 
their  number  elect  a  managing  committee.  This  committee' 
must  report  (fortnightly,  or  monthly,  as  may  be  arranged) 
any  matter  of  importance  that  may  have  to  be  dealt  with. 
The  sanction  of  the  delegates  must  be  obtained  before  any 
,  suggestion  (other  than  those  connected  with  the  ordinary 
routine  business  of  the  association)  can  become  law  ;  anil 
it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the  suggestion  of  an 
increase  in  the  price  of  the  privilege  tickets  would  ever  find 
a  proposer  ;  it  is  still  more  unlikely  that  it  would  ever  be 
supported  by  a  majority  of  the  managing  committee  ;  and 
it  is  practically  impossible  that  any  such  suggestion  would 
receive  the  sanction  of  a  majority  of  the  delegates.  But, 
for  the  sake  of  argument,  lot  us  suppose  that  a  majority  of 
the  managing  committee,  and  of  the  delegates  as  well,  were 
in  favour  of  an  increase,  even  then  it  could  not  occur  unless 
a  majority  of  the  anglers  themselves  were  in  favour,  simply 
because  each  club  will  have  the  power  to  call  upon  their 
delegafo  to  resign  at  any  time,  and  in  this  way  any 
undesirable    suggestion  could  bo  nipped  in  tho  bud, 
whether  it  took  the  form  of  an  increase  in  the  prico  of  the 
privilege  tickets  or  any  other  that  may  be  deemed  objec- 
tionable by  tho  majority  of  London  anglers.    By  this 
system  of  elective  management,  it  would  also  be  absolutely 
impossible  to  "  crush  "  any  particular  section  of  anglers. 
The  clubs  that  at  present  send  their  delegates  to  the 
Central  Association  would  have  the  power  to  send  tho 
same  men  to  the  united  association,  and  beyond  doubt  a 
fair  proportion  of  these  would  be  voted  on  the  managing 
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committee.  What  would  really  happen  is  this :  all  that  is 
good,  in  both  existing  associations,  would  be  included  in 
the  united  association,  and  that  which  is  objectionablo 
would  be  eliminated.  Those  anglers  who  have  toiled  bo 
earnestly  for  the  benefit  of  their  brother  anglers,  have  no 
reason  to  fear  that  an  opportunity  will  not  be  afforded 
them  of  continuing  their  good  work  under  the  new  condi 
tion  of  affairs.  The  anglers  themselves  will  have  the  right 
of  deciding  who  shall  represent  them,  and  such  men  are 
not  likely  to  bo  forgotten. 

TV  hen  the  club  anglors  have  elected  their  delegates,  and 
these  delegates  have  met  together  in  their  council  chamber 
there  is  no  doubt  that  their  united  action  and  delibera 
tions  will  be  far  more  beneficial  to  anglers  in  general  than 
the  present  divided  deliberations  are.  Surely  it  cannot  be 
believed  that  the  first  action  of  such  a  body  of  men — 
elected  by  the  anglers  themselves,  remember — would  be  to 
"crush"  somebody  or  to  raise  the  price  of  the  privilege 
tickets  !  To  fay  that  they  would  do  so,  is  to  assert  that 
they  are  not  worthy  of  the  confidence  placed  in  them. 
The  promoters  and  supporters  of  amalgamation  have  more 
confidence  in  the  future  action  of  such  delegates.  They 
know  very  well  that  under  the  present  existing  disadvan- 
tages the  delegates  do  good  work— the  best  they  can  under 
the  circumstances — and  they  feel  conviuced  that  with  the 
new  possibilities  intimately  associated  with  amalgamation 
the  work  done  would  be  proportionately  more  valuable. 
The  council  venture  to  prophesy  that  one  of  the  first 
matters  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  united  association 
will  be  the  consolidation  of  the  past  work  of  both  existing 
associations  ;  and  the  acquisition  of  new  waters  and  the 
better  preservation  and  stocking  of  those  rented  at  present 
would  next  rfCJive  consideration. 

So  far  as  stirring  up  strife  is  concerned,  the  council  are 
of  the  opinion  that  if  strife  has  been,  or  is,  brought  into 
existecc3,  it  has,  or  will  be,  caused  by  the  unwise  inter- 
ruptions of  the  opponents  to  amalgamation  at  the  meetings 
which  have  been,  or  will  be,  held,  and  by  the  unguarded 
use  of  personal  abuse  by  those  same  opponents. — Yours 
faithfully,  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole 

(Secretary  to  the  Council  pledged  to  carry  out  the 
Unification  of  London  Anglers). 

Sessions  House  Hotel,  Clerkenwell-road. 


Sir, — In  your  issue  of  the  10th  ult.  a  letter  appaared 
from  a  member  of  the  Blackfriars  A.S.  which  spoke  of  a 
capital  speech  of  Mr.  Graham  Gordon  at  the  first  amalga- 
mation meeting  against  the  unity  proposal.  In  common 
fairness  your  correspondent  should  have  informed  your 
readers  that,  nevertheless,  at  the  same  meeting,  Mr. 
Graham  Gordon  turned  round  and  moved  the  resolution 
in  favour  of  unity,  which  was  carried  by  over  forty  to 
two  against. 

The  revival  of  a  movement  that  has  only  slumbered  has 
carried  consternation  into  the  camp  of  its  opponents. 
They  know  very  well  that  majorities  at  public  meetings 
are  largely  a  matter  of  organisation  ;  np  to  now  they  have 
outgeneralled  us  in  this  matter. 

I  hope  none  who  are  in  favour  of  unity  will  be  lei  away 
into  a  campaign  of  abuse.  Personal  attacks  have  been 
made  on  the  proposers  of  unity.  I  would  only  say,  in 
reply,  that  neither  side  are  in  the  slightest  concerned  with 
the  motives  of  their  leaders  ;  the  question  is,  would  unity 
be  beneficial  ? 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe  that  good  angling  for  the 
working  man  can  only  be  obtained  by  unity  and  amalgama- 
tion, and  believe  that  without  it  all  the  privileges  hitherto 
gained  will  be  lost. 

Now  the  sword  has  been  drawn,  I  hope  the  scabbard  will 
be  thrown  away,  seeing  the  humour  of  our  opponents ; 
but  while  fighting  desperately,  if  needs  be,  let  us  fight 
like  gentlemen. 

No  insinuations  should  be  made  without  proofs,  and  if 
non-anglers  had  been  found  at  any  tif  our  meetings  they 
should  have  been  pointed  out.  But  at  future  meetings  no 
question  of  this  will  arise,  as  none  will  be  admitted  with- 
out club  or  privilege  card. — Yours  truly, 

_ A.  J.  Marriott. 

Sir,— From  what  Mr.  Wade  says  in  his  letter  to  the 
Fixhing^  Gazette,  he  thinks  that  if  there  was  only  one 
association  that  the  price  of  the  privilege  ticket  would  be 
bound  to  be  increased.  Now,  I  do  not  think  so,  for  this 
reason  :  If  there  was  only  one  association,  and  all  the 
members  paid  the  same  as  the  Anglers'  Association,  that 
is  2s.  per  annum,  there  would  be  the  sum  of  about  £100 
more  per  annum  to  spend  in  renting  and  stocking  waters, 
&c.  This  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  working  man 
angler,  as  the  money  could  be  spent  in  preserving  waters 
a  few  miles  from  London,  so  that  the  working  man 
angler  would  not  have  to  spend  three  or  four  shillings  in 
railway  fare  to  get  a  little  sport.  I  should  like  to  ask 
Mr.  Wade  whether  the  delegates  who  voted  against  unity 
on  April  5  were  authorised  by  their  respective  clubs  to 
do  so. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  some  of  the  Central  talking  about 
the  A.  A.  being  jealous  of  the  C.A.  Considering  that  they 
have  done  much  more  towards  stocking  and  preserving 
rivers  than  the  Central,  I  do  not  see  much  causo  for 
feeling  jealous.  I  know  that  the  C.A.  believe  in  pre- 
serving waters,  &c,  as  much  as  the  A.A.,  but  have  not 
been  able  to  do  much  in  that  direction  because  of  the  low 
price  of  their  privilege  ticket.  In  conclusion,  I  should 
like  to  say  that  I  do  not  go  in  for  unity  for  the  sake  of 
upsetting  the  Central ;  far  from  it,  but  because  I  know 
that  it  would  be  a  grand  thing  for  all  anglers  —Yours 
respectfully,       T.  W.  Garrard  (Izaak  Walton  A.8.). 

Sir,— On  Jan.  27  the  following  resolution  was  passed  by 
the  members  of  the  Highbury  Angling  Society,  viz.  : 
'  That  the  members  of  the  H.A.S.  are  strongly  in  favour 
of  any  scheme  which  will  render  a  reasonable  annual 


subscription  to  the  Preservation  Fund  from  every  London 
angling  club  compulsory.  They  also  hope  that  no  mistaken 
champion  of  the  poor  angler  will  oppose  this  desirable 
arrangement  on  the  ground  that  anglers  who  pay  for  and 
use  a  privilege  ticket  cannot  post ibly  afford  even  another 
Is.  a  year."  In  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade,  in  your 
issue  of  the  24th  inst.,  your  correspondent  writes,  as  part 
of  an  argument  against  amalgamation:  "Another  pro- 
position, emanating,  I  think,  from  the  Highbury  A.S.,  is 
that  an  additional  Is.  should  be  charged  for  preservation." 
You  will  see  that  your  correspondent  has  misquoted  the 
resolution  for  the  purpose  of  usiug  it  as  an  argument 
against  amalgamation,  and  seeing  that  it  was  passed  at  a 
time  when  he  was  advocating  the  making  of  a  fixed  con- 
tribution to  the  Preservation  Fund  compulsory,  and  was 
partly  intended  as  a  moral  support  of  his  contention  that 
there  should  be  a  fixed  contribution  from  every  London 
angling  club,  our  members  can  neither  see  why  Mr.  Wade 
should  so  suddenly  change  his  attitude  with  regard  to 
preservation,  nor  why  he  should  misquote  a  resolution 
having  for  its  object  the  advancement  of  the  sport  of 
angling.— Yours,  &c,  T.  Acton  Shaw 

.  (Sec.  Highbury  A.S.) 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  24th  ult.  Mr.  Wade  urges 
as  an  argument  against  unity  the  possibility  of  an 
increase  of  Is.  in  the  cost  of  the  privilege  card.  Yet  a  few 
months  ago  he  was  credited  by  the  Press,  including,  I 
think,  the  Central's  own  organ,  the  People,  with  the 
determination  to  propose  the  very  measure  he  now  decries. 
As  an  argument  against  unity  surely  nothing  could  be 
more  feeble.  On  whom  would  fall  this  stupendous,  this 
burdensome,  tax  of  nearly  \d.  per  week  ?  At  the  present 
time  every  angler  worthy  of  the  name  subscribes  at  least 
Is.  a  year  for  preservation,  and  would  therefore  be 
quite  unaffected,  merely  giving  his  money  by  means 
of  payment  for  the  card,  instead  of  afterwards 
by  contribution  to  the  Preservation  Fund,  and  the  only 
people  affected  would  be  the  mean  crew  who,  without 
giving  a  penny  piece  themselves,  at  present  participate  in 
all  the  benefits  arising  from  the  protection  and  preservation 
provided  for  out  of  the  pockets  of  their  more  generous 
brother  anglers.  Anything  that  results  in  getting  sub- 
scriptions out  of  these  creatures  must  be  voted  a  good 
step  by  every  sportsman,  be  he  for  or  against  unity. 

Another  point  in  this  discussion  is  that  already,  owing 
to  the  conduct  of  some— I  trust  not  representative- 
members  of  the  Central  who  were  present  at  the  Sessions 
House  meeting,  London  anglers  have  been  held  up  to 
ridicule  in  the  daily  press,  and  therefore  a  letter  like  that 
of  Mr.  Eoberts  is  most  regrettable  >  containing  not  a  shred 
of  argument  either  for  or  against  unity,  but  consisting 
merely  of  a  string  of  personalities.  Surely  each  side  can 
conduct  this  campaign  in  a  gentlemanly  manner  ?— Yours 
truly>  ___  Unbiassed. 

A  DISCLAIMER. 
Dear  Sir,— I  notice  that  Mr.  W.  J.  Wade  states  that 
the  brake-load  of  West  London  Club  anglers  who  came  to 
the  Coffee  Pot  meeting  were  many  of  them  not  anglers  at 
all.  I  can  prove  they  were  all  brother  fishermen,  who 
came,  at  great  personal  trouble,  to  help  unity.  I  can 
likewise  give  you  the  names  and  cards  of  every  one,  and 
beg  to  say  that  our  men  have  made  no  disturbance  at  any 
of  the  meetings,  but  have  listened  to  the  speeches  of  both 
sides.— Yours,  &c,  Ben  Abrahams 

(Hon.  Sec.  Allason  United  A.S.). 

FISHING  IN  Co.  MEATH,  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  correspondents 
kindly  inform  me  if  the  fishing  (trout  and  pike)  in  Virginia 
Lake  (Loch  Ranior),  and  the  Blackwater  River  running 
into  it,  is  good ;  the  best  time  of  the  year  to  fish  it ;  and 
what  good  lodgings,  inn  or  private,  can  be  had  convenient 
thereto  ?  The  lake  and  river  are  in  County  Meath.— And 
oblige,  yours,  &c,  John  G.  Gilbert. 

FISHING  IN  PEMBROKESHIRE. 
_  Dear  Sir, — Could  any  of  your  readers  give  me  any 
information  about  the  river  Cleddy  or  Cledden,  which 
runs  through  Pembrokeshire,  South  Wales  ?  Is  there  any 
bottom  fishing  ?  If  so,  is  a  licence  required  p  As  I  am 
thinking  of  spending  a  week  in  South  Wales  about  July, 
if  some  reader  would  do  me  the  favour  of  answering  I 
should  be  very  much  obliged.— Yours  faithfully, 

_ John  Richards. 

FISHING  IN  NORTH  WALES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reference  to  "  March  Brown's  "  query 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  the  17th  ult.  I  beg  a  small 
corner  in  your  valuable  paper  to  inform  him,  and  perhaps 
numerous  other  readers  of  the  F.  O.,  of  the  Snowdon 
district. 

One  part  in  particular  I  should  like  to  bring  under  their 
notice,  i.e.,  the  Gwyifai  River  Valley  district ;  this  valley 
has  splendid  trout,  although  not  so  big  as  "  M.  B."  would 
wish,  perhaps. 

Fish  ranging  from  three  to  four  to  the  pound,  are  often 
had,  and  a  good  basket  of  them  is  not  bad  sport. 

Gader  and  Quellyn  Lakes,  which  are  witliin  half  a  mile 
of  each  other,  are  pretty  good-sized  lakes,  the  latter  being 
a  mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  about  half  a  mile  in  width, 
the  former  being  smaller. 

Gader  is  within  two  minutes'  walk  of  the  terminus  of 
the  Narrow  Gauge  Railway,  and  about  five  minutes  from 
the  Quellyn  Arms  Hotel,  which,  by  the  bye,  is  a  very 
comfortable  and  a  very  csntral  place  to  stop  at,  being 
situated  betwoen  the  two  lakes. 

The  River  Gwyrfai,  which  has  its  source  in  Gader,  runs 
past  this  h«tel,  down  to  Quellyn,  from  which  it  emerges 
again  and  flows  down  to  Carnarvon. 

This  picturesque  valley  is  the  centre  of  a  great  fishing 
district, 


A  mile  in  the  south-easterly  direction  would  take  you  to 
Glaslyn  River,  which  is  splendid  for  its  trout  and  salmon, 
the  trout  fishing  of  which  is  free. 

Four  miles  in  a  S.W.  direction,  through  one  of  the 
grandest  mountain  sceneries  in  North  Wales,  you  would 
have  two  grand  lake3,  called  after  the  district  Nautlle; 
and  if,  after  enjoying  a  day  there,  you  would  feel  inclined 
to  have  a  day  in  another  valley,  you  would  have  to  order 
breakfast  early  and  eat  with  a  good  appetite  and  start  over 
the  mount:  lin  for  Llanberis,  which,  again,  has  a  couple  of 
good  lakes.    Trains  can  be  taken,  too,  for  the3e  places. 

The  season  ticket  for  this  large  district  is  6s.,  Is.  a  day, 
and  2s.  Od.  a  week. 

Any  further  information,  as  I  am  afraid  I  am  taking  too 
much  liberty  of  your  space,  may  be  addressed  to  "  Q.," 
Quellyn  Arms  Hotel,  near  Carnarvon.— Yours,  &c,  Q. 

WET  v.  DRY  FLY . 
Dear  Sir, — With  regard  to  the  controversy  on  this 
question,  one  might  say  as  said  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley, 
there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides."  The 
fact  is,  as  I  suppose,  it  is  all  a  question  of  locality  ;  some 
streams  should  be  fished  with  the  dry  fly,  and  others  on 
the  wet  system.  Anyone  in  the  We3t  who  would  sit  down 
and  await  the  appearance  of  a  rising  tront  would  generally 
have  plenty  of  time  for  contemplation,  but  would  get  very 
little  fishing.  "Chuck  and  chance  it"  is  a  very  con- 
temptuous expression,  and,  as  applied  to  an  export  wet  fly 
fisherman,  very  far  from  the  truth.  Judgment  in  select- 
ing the  exact  spot  for  a  fly,  and  skill  in  putting  it  thero, 
remove  him  from  the  category  of  those  who  "  chuck  and 
chance  it ;  "  only  the  worst  of  fishermen  justify  the  slur 
contained  in  the  expression.  All  the  best  wet  fly  fisher- 
men I  have  known  prefer  upstream  fishing  from  choice. 
I  have  scored  over  a  century  on  each  of  three  days,  all 
taken  on  wet  fly  fished  upstream.  In  the  early  season, 
with  waters  full  and  more  or  less  coloured,  or  when  there 
is  a  very  strong  wind  downstream,  I  do  not  think  it  so 
much  matters  whether  you  fish  downstream  or  not. 

____         J.  H.  Barton. 

SHORT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir,— Will  any  gentle  brother  of  the  craft  tell 
me  why  there  is  such  a  craze  for  9ft.  and  10ft.  rods  in 
these  latter  days  for  fly  fishing,  especially  dry  fly  ?  The 
old  fashioned  14ft.  fly  rod  seems  entirely  obsolete,  save  for 
ladies  salmon  rods— at  least,  in  England.  We  are  still 
old  fashioned  enough  to  prefer  the  two-hander  in  my 
native  Emerald  Isle.  I  note  that  the  most  experienced 
anglers  of  the  day  use  these  little  rods  on  the  Test  and 
Itchen,  and  can  cast  25yds.  with  them,  but  though  I  do 
not  contest  I  cannot  quite  sse  the  point.  One  has  to  fish 
fine  and  far  off  to  beguile  these  big  fish.  The  most  accurate 
casting  can  be  done  on  the  knee  with  longer  rods,  and  I  have 
always  had  the  notion  that  the  less  line  out  the  better  for 
quick  striking.  75ft.  of  line  to  10ft.  of  wood  seems  now  the 
correct  tiling,  the  wood  at  10s.  the  foot.  Some  of  the 
most  successful  fly  fishing  I  have  done  was  with  rods  of 
15ft  or  10ft  ,  on  a  river  from  20yds.  to  30yds.  across,  their 
tops  being  fine  enough  to  fish  drawn  gut.  Is  it  that  folks 
now  prefer  to  use  the  right  hand  only  ?  If  60,  why  not 
12ft.  ?  Or  is  it  that  they  like  to  protract  that  pleasing 
pain,  i.e.  allowing  a  4-pounder,  say,  to  have  more  time  in 
the  element  which  he  is  so  loth  to  quit  ?  For  the  duration 
of  play  would  be  decidedly  more  limited  were  a  14-footer 
used,  and  the  25yds.  much  more  easily  covered.  I  hope 
that  no  9ft.  man  will  crush  me  with  scathing  sarcasm.  I 
am,  like  all  my  countrymen,  of  a  bashful  and  retiring 
nature,  and  only  seek  information.— Yours  faithfully. 
Lyraington.  _____         Black  Hackle. 

LORD  INVERURIE'S  BIG  PIKE  LIST. 
Dear  Sir,— Under  the  above  heading,  Mr.  B.  R. 
Bambridge  wrote  you  in  last  Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette 
about  "the  history  of  a  481b.  pike,"  as  given  to  him  by 
Mr.  Ward,  the  ground  man  of  the  Eton  College  playing 
fields;  and  how  it  attacked  a  lad  who  was  bathing  in 
Inglefield  lake,  Windsor  Great  Park.  The  Badminton 
Library  on  "  Pike  and  other  Coarse  Fish,"  page  195,  gives 
full  particulars  of  the  encounter,  as  written  by  the  lad's 
father  (Mr.  George  Longhurst,  of  Sunning  Hill).  Instead 
of  481b.,  the  pike  could  not  have  weighed  251b.,  for  it  was 
only  41in.  long,  "  very  lean,  and  in  the  agonies  of  death  " 
—to  quote  the  letter— when  taken  from  the  water  (June, 
185C),  and  sent  to  Windsor  Castle,  where,  according  to 
Mr.  Ward's  statement,  no  one  would  eat  it,  and  it  was 
consigned  to  the  pig  tub.  Verily,  the  increase  in  weight 
of  some  pike  after  death  is  marvellous.  For  the  sake  of 
comparison  I  give  the  measurements  of  three  "casts" 
—made  by  the  late  Frank  Buckland— of  pike  io  perfect 
condition:  271b.,  42in.  in  length,  23Jin.  in  girth  -  311b 
43in.  in  length,  24Jin.  in  girth;  361b.,  45iin.  in  length! 
25Jin.  in  girth.  Col.  Thornton's  481b.  pike,  caught  in 
Loch  Paterliche,  Scotland,  wasift.  Din.  in  length,  and  was 
said  by  him  to  have  been  captured  with  gorge  tackle.  But 
Holland  states  that  the  gallant  Colonel  was  celebrated 
for  drawing  the  long  bow,"  and  "it  was  stoutly  asserted 
on  the  other  side  of  Tweed  that  tho  fish  was  taken  on  a 
trimmer  !  "—Yours,  &c,  Alfred  Jardine. 

HOW  TO  REMOVE  HERL  FROM  FLIES. 

Dear  Sir,— Can  you,  or  any  of  your  contributors,  tell 
mo  of  any  easy  method  by  which  the  green  herl  can  bo 
removed  from  the  stems  in  the  eye  of  a  peacock  toil,  which 
are  used  for  quill  bodies  of  flies  ? 

I  can  only  manage  it  by  scraping  with  my  thumb-nail, 
which  is  not  only  a  tedious  process,  but,  often  results  iu  a 
breakage  just  when  completed  j  and  I  fanoy  there  muBtbe 
some  easier  and  more  (expeditious  method. — Yours  faith-* 

fu,1y<  p.  h. 


Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 
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SEA  TROUT  FISHING,  &c,  IN  THE 
EOSSES  FISHERY,  Co.  DONEGAL. 

By  C.  J. 

For  those  who  have  to  "  work  for  their  bread 
and  cheese,"  life  is,  is  many  cases,  divided  into 
two  parts — vocation  and  vacation.  This  article 
deals  with  the  latter.  Vacation  ;  the  holiday  ;  that 
blest  time  when  one  is  freed  from  work,  may  again 
be  looked  at  from  three  aspects — anticipation, 
realisation,  and  recollection.  It  is  difficult  to 
decide  which  is  the  pleasantest — the  preparation 
for,  the  longing  for,  the  hopes  concerning  the 
time  of  leisure  ;  the  holiday  itself  ;  or  the  recol- 
lection of  and  talking  over  the  enjoyments  of  the 
holiday  when  time  has  blotted  out  any  slightly 
unpleasant  incidents  connected  with  it,  and  only 
a  mellow,  hallowed,  peaceful  impression  of  its 
fascinations  are  recalled. 

In  writing  this  article  it  is  intended,  however, 
to  brash  away  the  glamour  which  overhangs  the 
past,  and  by  careful  reference  to  the  diary,  wherein 
blank  days  and  other  drawbacks  are  faithfully 
recorded,  to  give  a  practical  description  which 
may  be  of  service  to  those  indulging  in  the 
pleasures  of  anticipation,  of  research  into  the 
question  of  the  best  holiday  to  be  obtained  for  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  and  of  an  occasional  calcu- 
lation of  the  number  of  weeks  intervening 
between  the  present  and  the  day  on  which  the 
desk  will  be  closed,  the  waste-paper  basket  kicked 


into  a  corner,  and  the  sedate  gentleman  in  top 
hat  and  patent  leather  boots  will  be  transformed 
into  a  knickerbockered,  light-hearted,  overgrown 
schoolboy. 

But  it  should  be  stated  at  once  that  the  field 
for  pleasure  that  is  to  be  described  will  not  appeal 
to  all  holiday  makers.  It  would  be  voted  a  bore 
by  the  gentlemen  who  look  for  enjoyment  and 
recreation  in  a  duplication,  save  for  the  absence  of 
work,  of  their  every-day  life  at  some  fashionable 
seaside  resort.  Probably  those  who  find  it  endur- 
able to  be  surrounded  on  their  holidays  by  the 
"  set  "  of  people,  the  anxiety  as  to  the  geometrical 
correctness  of  the  tie,  the  hang  of  the  "  bags,"  the 
fit  of  the  coat,  the  tint  of  the  gloves,  and  the  other 
circumstances  of  their  ordinary  daily  life  would 
find  the  scene  here  referred  absolutely  unen- 
dm-able. 

But  these  notes  are  set  down  in  the  firm  belief 
that  the  majority  of  the  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  are  not  so  constituted ;  but  that  they 
rather  look  for  recreation  of  brain,  nervous  force, 
and  sinew  in  their  entire  removal  from  the  sur- 
roundings associated  with  the  fag  and  monotony 
of  their  working  life,  and  find  that  their  view  of 
life  is  expanded,  and  that  they  absorb  health,  sun- 
shine, and  vigour,  by  living  where  their  plane  of 
vision  is  uninterrupted,  save  by,  say,  the  great 
Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  grey 
recesses,  and  bold  outlines  of  the  mighty  hills  on 
the  other  hand. 

Probably,  too,  this  article  may  not  appeal  to 
men  who  can  afford  to  take  their  salmon  river  in 
Norway,  or  to  take  a  fishing  trip  in  British 
Columbia  and  other  far  regions  of  the  earth ;  but 
it  is  hoped  it  may  be  of  use  to  those  who,  like  the 
writer,  have  to  seek  their  sport  and  pleasure  with 
a  not  overburdened  purse 

To  get  to  business,  then,  let  the  scene  of  a 
recent  holiday  be  described. 

There  exists  in  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  a 
number  of  lakes  called  the  "  Rosses  Fishery." 
Many  of  these  lake3  contain  sea  trout ;  all  of 
them  brown  trout.  In  some  of  the  former,  the 
sea  trout  ran  up  to  61b.  and  over,  and  the  brown 
trout,  although  in  most  cases  small,  are  of  a 
decent  size  in  one  or  two  lakes. 

Gei  erally,  visitors  wishing  to  fish  these  lakes 
stay  at  the  village  of  Dungloe,  where  Mr.  Samuel 
Hanlon,  the  courteous  manager  of  the  fishery, 
and  others  have  comfortable  and  cheap  hotels. 
Route  to  Dungloe. 

The  route  to  Dungloe  is  via  Strabane,  a  station 
between  Omagh  and  Londonderry,  on  the  Great 
Northern  of  Ireland  Railway,  which  may  -be 
reached  by  mail  train  from  Dublin.  Or,  if  the 
shorter  sea  journey  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  be  preferred,  the  traveller  may,  on 
arrival  at  Larne,  from  Stranraer,  take  the  narrow 
gauge  railway  and  join  the  train  to  Londonderry, 
and  go  on  from  there  to  Strabane.  From 
Strabane,  train  is  taken  through  Stranorlar 
(change)  to  Fintown,  from  whence  Dungloe 
(thirteen  English  miles)  is  reached  by  car. 
Parts  of  Rosses  Fishery  seen  during  the 
Drive  from  Fintown  to  Dungloe. 

During  the  course  of  the  drive  to  Dungloe  some 
of  the  sea  trout  loughs  in  the  Rosses  fishery  may 
be  seen.  As  the  writer  and  the  reader  cannot 
actually  travel  together  just  now  orer  the  road, 
the  surest  way  to  grasp  the  features  of  the  fishery 
is  to  follow  on  an  Ordnance  map  the  course  of  the 
drive. 

Let  it  be  imagined  then  that  the  reader  has 
arrived  at  the  quaint  little  railway  station  of 
Fintown,  and,  whilst  Mr.  Hanlon's  men  (or 
that  excellent  Jehu  and  car  proprietor,  Hugh 
Sweeny,  of  Acres,  Burtonport,  co.  Donegal) 
aje  fixing  the  rods,  guns,  and  baggage  to  the  car, 
ir  gazing  at  Lough  Finn,  fascinated  by  the  "  lip- 
lap  "  of  ite  waters  at  his  very  feet,  and  the  varying 
shadows  on  the  ragged  sides  of  Aghla  and  Scraigs 
(2000ft.  and  1400ft.),  which  ran  sheer  into  the  lake 
on  the  far  side. 

The  lough,  however,  is  said  to  be  of  little  good 
for  fishing  ;  so  the  car  is  mounted,  and  the  angler, 
driver,  rods,  guns,  and  baggage  go  off  swinging  up 
and  down  break-neck  hills  through  five  miles  of 
wild  country  to  Doochary  Bridge,  where  a 
constabulary  man  is  casting  his  fly  over  the 
Gweebarra  river,  which  here  flows  through  the 
picturesque  valley. 

After  climbing  a  stiff  hill,  and  covering  another 
two  and  half  or  three  miles,  the  first  of  the  Rosses 


loughs  is  met,  Owenamara  (Ordnance  map,  Owena- 
marve)  by  name.  This  lough  drains  by  a  river 
of  the  same  name  into  Trawenagh  Bay  at  Derry- 
druel.  The  river  is  referred  to  later  on.  The 
lough,  on  which  there  is  a  boat,  sometimes 
contains  a  fair  number  of  white  trout. 

Proceeding  by  the  road  along  the  top  of  the 
moor,  Sallagh,  the  highest  of  the  principal,  or 
Dungloe  chain  of  lakes,  is  seen  (about  four  miles 
from  Dungloe).  This  lake  empties  through  a 
small  cut  into  a  larger  lake,  Meenlecknalore, 
which,  surrounded  by  hills  and  dotted  with  islands, 
is  very  pretty.  And  in  it  towards  the  end  of  the 
season  a  good  few  sea  trout  may  be  found.  Small 
brown  trout  are  fairly  plentiful. 

One  and  a  half  miles  onward  from  Sallagh 
Bridge  the  small  river  is  crossed,  by  which  the 
sea  trout,  after  climbing  100ft.  through  Dungloe 
lough,  Tully  lough,  and  three  other  small  loughs 
beyond,  reach  Meenlecknalore. 

And  lastly,  scarcely  a  mile  outside  Dungloe, 
the  angler  sees  Dungloe  lough,  a  fairly  large  piece 
of  water,  having  two  boats.  Some  monster  sea 
trout  have  been  hooked  here,  and  at  times  large 
quantities  of  fresh  run  trout  are  in  this  lake.  It 
is  only  separated  from  the  sea  by  a  short  river, 
up  which,  even  when  the  river  is  very  low,  the 
trout  can  run  with  ease  at  spring  tides. 

The  angler,  on  arrival,  has  seen  only  a  small 
part  of  the  fishery,  for  there  are,  in  addition, 
three  or  four  score  of  small  lakes  containing 
brown  trout,  and  the  following,  which  contain 
white  trout  t 

Tully  (Ordnance  map,  Lough  Craghy). — One 
and  a  half  miles  from  Dungloe,  on  the  Dungloe 
chain.  Two  boats.  In  many  seasons  this  is  the 
best  lough.  The  biggest  sea  trout  the  writer  saw 
taken  here  was  4|lb.,but  bigger  ones  are  "known  to 
have  been  killed."  The  three  small  loughs  above 
Tully  should  be  fished  (wading,  or  from  the  shore) 
when  the  water  is  high. 

Derrydruel. — At  Derrydruel  Bridge,  three 
and  a  half  miles  south  of  Dungloe,  the  Owena- 
mara river  may  give  good  sport  after  a  "  fresh  " 
and  with  a  strong  breeze.  The  sea  pool  below 
the  bridge  often  holds  good  sea  trout  after  the 
flood  tide  has  left  it,  and  the  slow  running  pools  of 
the  little  river  above  the  bridge  should  be  carefully 
fished  for  two  or  three  miles  up,  that  is  as  far  as 
the  big  pool  (an  excellent  cast)  below  the  new 
Glenties  road.  In  the  month  of  September  a 
score  of  sea  trout  may  be  killed  by  one  rod  on  this 
stretch  of  water. 

Meenmore  Lough  (Ordnance  map,  Lough 
Meela).— Two  and  three-quarter  miles  N.W.  of 
Dungloe.  Two  boats.  "White  trout  and  fairly 
large  brown  trout.  An  uncertain  lough,  as  in 
some  years  it  contains  many  white  trout  and  in 
other  years  very  few.  It  is  separated  from  the 
sea  by  a  very  short  stream  only. 

Meenbannid  (chain  of  loughs). — Three  and 
three-quarter  miles  north  of  Dungloe.  The  lowest 
lough  (Ordnance  map,  Lough  Nawaugh)  is  the 
best.  It  has  a  boat  on  it.  To  reach  it,  take  the 
road  leading  to  Keadew  Strand  and  turn  up  the 
north  bank  of  the  little  river.  After  a  heavy 
spate  this  lough  will  clear  earlier  than  those  on 
the  Dungloe  chain.  It  often  holds  many  sea 
trout.  This  lough  is  fed  by  a  stream  running 
from  the  upper  lough  (Ordnance  map,  Nafullan- 
rany),  through  a  reedy  little  lough  in  which  it  is 
said  some  good  brown  trout  may  be  had  on 
a  windy  day.  Nafullanrany  undoubtedly  has 
plenty  of  brown  trout,  but  it  appears  as  if  the 
sea  trout  do  not  frequent  it  until  late  in  the 
season.    It  has  a  boat  on  it. 

Lough  Anure,  five  miles  N.W.  of  Dungloe, 
empties  into  the  Gweedore  river.  It  contains,  in 
addition  to  good  brown  trout,  under  certain  con- 
ditions, sea  trout  and  salmon.  The  Rosses 
fishery  owns  one  of  the  three  boats  on  this  lough. 

The  monotony  of  boat  fishing  may  give  place 
to  wading  on  a  really  windy  day,  but  the  wader 
must  be  prepared  for  some  rough  walking  and 
hard  work. 

Charges  for  Fishing,  &c. 
The  terms  for  fishing  in  the  Rosses  Fishery  are 
Li!  a  month.  The  salmon  licence  costs  £1.  The 
best  months  are  July  to  the  middle  of  October. 
Two  persons  may  fish  from  one  boat.  The 
manager,  Mr.  Hanlon,  allots  "  rods "  on  the 
various  lakes  from  day  to  day  to  the  anglers 
fishing  in  the  district,  but  there  has  been  a  talk 
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of  fishing  being  allotted  in  rotation  by  a  weekly 
roster. 

Flies. 

The  best  flies  are  Black  and  Teal,  Green  and 
Teal,  Blue  and  Grouse,  Orange  and  Grouse,  and 
Claret.  Haynes,  of  Cork,  supplies  these.  Robert- 
son, of  Bothwell-street,  Glasgow,  ties  them  very 
prettily  on  eyed  hooks. 

Probable  Sport. 

Baskets  up  to  301b.  of  sea  trout  have  been 
taken,  but  six  sea  trout  weighing  12lb.  would  be 
decidedly  good.  The  season  before  last  a  man 
who  averaged  for  a  week  31b.  of  white  trout  per 
day  would  have  done  better  than  many  excellent 
fishers  then  did. 

Every  sea  trout  angler  is  aware  that  the  sport 
is  full  of  disappointments.  One  day  there  is  no 
wind,  the  next  is  too  gusty,  the  next  the  colour  of 
the  water  is  like  lead,  the  next  there  is  rain  over- 
hanging ;  and  thus  for  a  variety  of  reasons  the 
angler,  after  casting  over  miles  of  water  without 
a  rise,  may  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is 
not  a  fish  in  the  loughs.  But  this  is  true  of  all 
lough  fishing,  and  the  experienced  angler  always 
has  in  his  mind  the  glories  of  those  mad  moments 
which  may  come  at  any  minute  when  the  sea  trout 
are  furiously  "  on." 

Other  Attractions  of  the  District. 
In  the  opinion  of  many  the  chief  charms  of 
the  Rosses  do  not  repose  in  its  fishery.  Certain 
it  is  that  even  the  most  ardent  angler  after  a 
week's  "  blank  "  does  not  object  to  a  change  in 
pursuit. 

Peradventure,  then,  the  Editor  will  permit  a 
slight  digression.  Within  six  miles  north  of 
Dungloe  is  situated  the  little  seaport  of  Burton- 
port,  which  can  be  reached  by  the  morning  mail 
car  leaving  Dungloe  at  about  nine  in  the  morning. 
This  port  is  in  the  centre  of  a  long  stretch  of  sea 
which  is  so  sheltered  that  in  the  summer  months 
it  is  almost  invariably  as  smooth  as  the  upper 
river  Thames. 

And  here  may  be  had  the  most  glorious  sailing ; 
fishing  for  pollack ;  shooting  duck,  curlew, 
dotterel,  redshanks,  turnstones,  oyster  catchers, 
guillemots,  razor-bills,  &c. ;  and  shooting  the  rock 
pigeons  which  haunt  the  caves  of  the  many 
islands. 

Or  boat  excursions  may  be  made  to  the  island 
of  Aranmore,  by  which  this  inland  sea  is  pro- 
tected. And  there,  under  the  huge  towering 
cliffs,  many  a  pleasant  hour  may  be  spent 
exploring  the  vast  caves,  or  watching  those 
inveterate  fishers,  the  mild-eyed  seals,  the  great 
black-backed  gulls,  and  the  gannets.  And  when 
a  further  change  i3  asked,  a  walk  across  the 
island  will  end  in  a  sight  which  would  fascinate 
and  enthral  the  most  callous  mind.  For  there 
the  course  of  the  huge  Atlantic  waves  is  checked 
by  the  cliffs  of  the  island  for  the  first  time  in  3000 
odd  miles  or  more. 

There  these  enormous,  towering  masses  of 
rapidly  travelling  water  strike  the  stern  granite 
cliffs  with  a  noise  like  thunder,  and  surge  up  their 
craggy  faces  100ft.  or  more,  while  the  spray  is 
thrown  high  into  the  air,  drenching  the  spectator 
who  stands  230ft.  above  the  sea.  And  as  the 
green  sea  recedes  there  follows  frorn  the  rugged 
face  of  the  cliff  a  magnificent  cataract  of  ton 
upon  ton  of  white  foaming  water. 

A  Little  Paradise. 

On  one  of  the  islands  which  nestles  in  the 
calm  sea  under  the  lee  of  Aranmore,  and  which 
is  only  separated  from  the  mainland  at  Burton- 
port  by  a  smooth  strait  of  a  mile  wide, 
there  are  usually  three  families  only,  to  wit,  two 
of  H.M.  coastguards  and  their  families,  and  an  old 
native  and  his  family.  But  there  is  also  a  row  of 
three  little  cottages,  having  two  rooms  each, 
which  were  formerly  occupied  by  coastguards,  but 
which  now  have  been  furnished  by  a  philanthropic 
lady  residing  in  South  Donegal. 

And  it  happens  that  some  times  the  owner  will 
let  these  three  snug  little  cottages  to  a  sporting 
party  at  a  nominal  rent,  and  will  also  supply  an 
excellent  cook.  It  was  the  writer's  good  fortune 
to  live  with  his  wife,  sister,  and  two  male  friends 
in  these  cottages  for  some  weeks.  And  happy 
weeks  they  were !  For  the  gardens  of  the  cottages 
were  washed  by  the  clear,  bright  green  sea,  into 
which  one  could  jump,  to  the  astonishment  of  the 
seals,  immediately  on  leaving  one's  bed.  And 
the  days  were  spent  in  sea  trout  fishing  on  the 


mainland,  shooting  excursions,  sailing  excursions, 
or  one  or  other  of  the  many  fascinating  pursuits 
which  continually  presented  themselves.  And 
one  had,  too,  continually  at  one's  service  two 
intelligent,  trustworthy  boatmen — Donie  Ward, 
of  Rutland  Island,  and  his  son,  and  better  men 
for  emergency,  for  sjjort,  or  for  fun,  one  could  not 
wish  to  meet. 

If  any  reader  should  desire  to  gain  temporary 
occupation  of  these  cottages,  this  little  paradise, 
called  White-row  Cottages,  on  Inishcoo,  he  cannot 
do  better  than  inquire,  by  letter,  of  Donie  Ward, 
Rutland  Island,  Burton-port,  co.  Donegal,  who 
will  inform  him  if  they  are  available  or  not.  But 
it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  owner  does  not 
let  the  cottages  for  profit,  and  that  therefore  the 
occupation  of  them  is  not  always  to  be  had  for 
the  asking.  Her  wish  is  to  give  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood  the  advantages  which  must  always 
be  derived  from  the  presence  of  a  sporting  party. 
For  are  there  not  little  commissions  to  be  run  to 
Dungloe,  and  stores  to  be  got ;  and  are  there  not 
beef  and  mutton,  bread,  butter,  and  eggs  to  be 
eaten,  and  therefore  to  be  supplied  P 

Fly  Fishing  for  Trout  in  the  Sea. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  the  writer  that, 
owing  to  a  variety  of  circumstances,  he  failed, 
whilst  in  the  Rosses,  to  try  fly  fishing  for  sea 
trout  in  the  sea. 

The  water  near  the  mouths  of  the  rivers,  up 
which  the  sea  trout  run  to  the  lakes,  are  in  some 
cases  admirably  suited  for  this  form  of  sport. 
For  instance,  the  large  shallow  bay  of  Dungloe. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  Shetland  and  elsewhere 
sea  trout  are  caught  with  fly  and  sand  eel  in  the 
bays  of  the  sea  (voes)  when  they  cannot  be 
caught  in  the  fresh  water  lakes,  to  which  the 
trout  have  free  access. 

In  the  bays  of  Aranmore,  and  in  Dungloe  bay, 
large  numbers  of  sea  trout  can  be  seen  jumping, 
and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  if  anyone  were 
to  brave  the  laughter  of  the  conservative  natives, 
and  the  jeers  of  the  ignorant  visitors,  and  were  to 
fish  the  bays  into  which  rivers  from  sea  trout 
lochs  empty,  with  determination  and  a  proper  use 
of  common  sense,  good  sport  would  be  obtained. 
It  is  the  writer's  intention  to  try  it  so  soon  as 
good  fortune  permits  him  to  revisit  the  neighbour- 
hood. In  the  meantime  the  following  hints  are 
given  for  the  benefit  of  anyone  who  may  make 
the  attempt. 

Hints  on  Fishing  for  Trout  in  Sea  Water. 

1.  The  sea  trout  often  lie  quite  close  to  the 
shore.  Great  care  should  be  exercised  in  wading 
in,  as  if  the  angler  goes  cai-elessly  splashing  in, 
the  trout  rush  away  and  scare  those  that  are 
lying  in  deeper  water.  Sea  trout  are  very  shy  in 
the  sea,  owing  to  the  presence  of  their  enemies  the 
seals,  &c.  The  water  should  therefore  be  care- 
fully fished  from  the  margin,  outwards. 

2.  They  feed  on  the  surface  during  flood  tide ; 
at  mid-water  during  the  ebb. 

3.  Therefore,  fly  is  the  best  lure  on  the  flood, 
worm  and  sand  eel  on  the  ebb. 

4.  The  worm  should  be  placed  on  a  single  hook 
with  a  lip  hook,  or  a  large  single  hook  with  a 
"  slice "  in  the  shank,  to  keep  the  worm  from 
slipping  off.    No  hook  should  show. 

5.  The  sand  eel  if  alive  may  be  on  a  single  lip 
hook  ;  if  dead,  on  an  Archer  spinner. 

6.  But  although  trout  in  sea  water  often  take 
both  worm  and  eel  with  a  "  bounce,"  they  should 
not  be  "  struck,"  but  "  slack  "  should  be  given  to 
them  without  check,  for  unless  they  are  "  madly 
on,"  they  simply  hold  the  bait  in  their  lips  and 
retire  to  their  "  lair "  under  the  sea-weed  and 
there  gorge  it.  They  must  be  treated,  therefore, 
as  in  gorge  baiting  for  pike — or  as  the  heathen 
did  when  that  lure  was  used. 

7.  As  regards  fly  fishing  in  the  sea,  of  course 
at  times  the  trout  are  "  on,"  and  will  swallow  the 
fly  on  taking  it.  But  more  often  in  rising  at  the 
fly  they  simply  strike  the  fly  with  their  tail.  No 
strike  in  such  case  should  be  given,  but  the  fly 
should  be  drawn  along  very  gently  under  water, 
If  the  trout  i9  seen  to  follow  it,  the  pace  should 
not  be  quickened  until  you  have  almost  drawn  it 
as  far  as  you  can. 

8.  If  the  water  is  not  rough  use  a  fly  with  a 
slim  body  and  no  hackle,  so  that  no  "  wake  "  may 
be  perceptible.  If  the  water  is  rough  use  big, 
rough  flies.  Flies  with  pig's  wool  body  should 
have  no  tinsel.    If  tinsel  is  used,  it  is  better  to 


have  the  body  all  tinsel  and  thin.  (Scotch  fly 
makers  supply  these  flies.) 

9.  In  some  sea  bays  trout  take  best  from  mid- 
flood  to  mid-ebb.   In  others,  the  opposite  is  the 

case. 

10.  If  the  water  is  rough,  the  trout  usually  an 
found  on  the  weather  shore,  as  on  the  lee  shor< 
the  sand,  beaten  up  by  the  waves,  gets  into  theii 
gills. 

11.  The  trout  have  certain  resting  places,  an( 
work  up  the  bays  with  the  flood  and  back  agaii 
with  the  ebb. 

12.  They  are  usually  found  where  burns  run 
into  the  sea.  At  such  places  the  sea- weed  should 
be  watched  to  see  in  which  direction  the  fresh 
water  sets  after  it  meets  the  sea,  as  the  trout  will 
be  there.    Fish  up  stream  if  possible. 

13.  In  playing  a  fish,  drag  him  down  the  way 
the  weeds  are  lying,  as  if  the  gut  gets  under  and 
against  the  weeds  you  will  lose  your  fish. 

14.  Wind  and  a  "  ruffle "  on  the  surface  are 
almost  indispensable.  Where  the  tide  comes 
sweeping  round  a  rock  a  ruffle  is  often  caused, 
and  there  fish  may  be  sometimes  taken  when 
there  is  no  wind. 

15.  This  fishing  requires  study  and  patience. 

16.  The  bays  may  be  fished  from  a  boat,  but  no 
oars  must  be  used.  A  long  cod  line  attached  to  a 
sunk  weight  should  be  used.  The  boat  can  then 
be  gradually  worked  farther  and  farther  with  the 
tide  by  paying  out  line. 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  a  conversation  with  a 
fisherman  who  had  successfully  fished  the  Shet- 
land voes  for  seventeen  years  for  many  of  the 
above  hints. 

In  conclusion,  the  writer  desires  to  state  that  he 
will  be  happy  to  afford  the  readers  of  this  article 
any  further  information  in  his  power  they  may 
require. 


A  DAY  ON  THE  ABERDEEN' SHIRE 
DEE. 


Rkiht  above  the  Brig  o'  Potarch  is  one  of  the 
prettiest  rapids  on  the  Dee.  When  the  river  is 
low  one  can  easily  cast  a  line  from  bank  to  bank, 
or  rather  from  rock  to  rock ;  but  when  in  volume, 
and  the  rocks  are  hid,  then  there  is  room  and  to 
spare  for  the  doughtiest  caster  on  the  water,  and 
the  roar  of  the  foaming,  dashing  flood  is  heard 
for  miles  off. 

It  was  a  March  flood  after  a  long  spell  of 
drought  and  hard  frost,  and  the  spate  of  the 
thawing  mountain  feeders  had  brought  the  river 
up  from  almost  dead  summer  level  till  it  was  over 
its  banks  in  many  places,  and  all  within  the  space 
of  a  few  hours  overnight. 

It  was  a  day  to  devote  to  repairs  and  postponed 
calls,  but  we  had  nothing  to  repair  and  no  calls 
to  make,  so  to  the  river  we  went,  with  little  hope 
of  doing  anything,  and  less  heart  to  try. 

Our  minnow  rods  were  requisitioned.  The  fly 
certainly  was  all  out  of  it  in  such  a  dirty  water, 
and  so  swollen,  to  boot. 

My  friend  went  into  the  reach  near  the  Fir 
Tree,  while  I  essayed  a  cast  on  the  more  accessible 
bridge  pool  with  a  large  Devon,  locally  known  in 
these  parts  by  no  other  appellation  than  that  of 
his  satanic  majesty  the  "  Devil." 

The  "  devil "  did  its  work  most  beautifully.  In 
the  course  of  the  third  swing  I  was  into  a  heavy 
fish,  and  in  the  thick  of  one  of  the  heaviest 
tussels  I  have  ever  had  with  a  spring  fish.  There 
was  no  cessation  of  hostilities.  He  went  bang 
into  the  heart  of  the  pool,  ploughing  the  water 
before  him  as  he  shot  upwcird  and  across.  I  could 
not  lend  the  least  resistance.  It  was  a  matter  of 
let  him  go.  Then  he  fell  back  when  he  met  the 
full  force  of  the  current  coming  sweeping  through 
the  middle  arch  of  the  bridge.  What  finer  place 
could  there  be  for  running  a  fresh  fish  !  Several 
times  when  he  suddenly  slackened  I  thought  he 
was  off  the  hooks.  But  no ;  he  was  evidently 
well  on  to  the  triangles  of  the  "  devil,"  and  this 
afterwards  proved  to  be  the  case,  when  we  made 
a  closer  acquaintance  with  each  other  on  the 
bank. 

Our  arrangement  for  mutual  help  when  no 
gillie  is  near  is  to  whistle.  1  had  my  dog-call 
several  times  in  my  mouth  to  give  the  signal,  but 
aalar  seemed  as  fresh  as  ever,  and  there  wus 
nothing  for  me  but  to  race  up  and  down  the  bank, 
in  order  to  keep  a  tight  line,  some  six  times  in 
succession,  before  1  ventured  to  bring  my  friend 
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on  the  scene.  Like  the  fish,  he  seemed  to  be  in  no 
hurry  to  intrude  his  presence,  but,  at  the  same 
time,  both  appeared  simultaneously — Jim  from 
the  water  above,  coolly  smoking  his  brown,  burned 
cutty,  and  the  fish  from  the  depths  below,  rolling 
first  on  one  side,  then  on  the  other,  and  finally 
lashing  the  water  with  his  tail  in  his  blown  efforts 
to  make  another  dash.  But  I  had  his  head 
towards  the  bank,  and  was  reeling  him  on  to  the 
sand  when  Jim  put  the  steel  home,  and  thus 
squared  accounts. 

He  was  a  magnificent  fish  of  21ilb.,  and  the 
heaviest  but  one  I  have  ever  killed  on  the  Dee 
during  the  past  score  of  years. 

A  keen  March  wind  was  blowing,  but  in  spite 
of  it  the  perspiration  was  running  over  my  nose, 
and  on  looking  at  my  watch  I  found  I  had  been 
over  twenty-five  minutes  in  the  engagement. 
This  was  a  good  beginning  to  a  day  already 
doomed,  in  our  minds,  to  be  recorded  as  a 
blank,  and  the  barometer  of  our  hopes  began 
to  rise. 

"  Now  for  a  throw  with  the  phantom,"  Jim 
remarked,  as  he  made  off  to  the  head  of  the 
pool,  being  attracted  by  my  luck  from  the  flat 
at  the  "  Fir  Tree ; "  and  while  I  busied  myself 
getting  the  blood  of  salar  off  his  sides  and 
safely  deposited  in  the  "huttie"  near  by,  I 
heard  the  "  Hallo  !  I  have  him,"  followed  by  the 
music  of  Jim's  reel. 

"  Well  done,  old  boy,  hold  him  tight,"  I 
replied  ;  but  just  as  the  words  left  my  lips 
something  went  wrong  about  the  reel.  The  line, 
loosely  wound,  had  jammed,  or  got  round  the 
crank,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  but  all  I 
coidd  make  out,  before  making  up  to  where  he 
was  standing,  was,  the  gentle  angler,  my  friend 
usually  boasts  he  is,  suddenly  transformed  into 
a  dancing,  swearing  maniac  I  There  never  was  such 
another  row.  The  air  was  blue,  and  there,  on  the 
point  of  a  projecting  rock,  Jim  stood  frantically 
calling  for  help,  by  turns  swearing,  and  all  the 
time  endeavouring  to  give  fine,  while  the  fish 
literally  tore  out  and  in,  sawing  the  water,  and 
actually  being  at  times  head  and  shoulders  out 
of  it.  It  was  a  sheer  miracle  a  break  did  not 
ensue.  We  both  looked  for  it ;  but  the  secret  lay 
iu  the  fact  that  a  heavy  current  met  the  fish  right 
in  the  teeth  whenever  it  faced  the  stream ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,_  that  the  line  and  trace  were 
of  splendid  calibre.  They  were  both  fresh  that 
morning,  and  the  gut  had  been  well  steeped 
overnight.  Then  his  line  suddenly  came  away 
from  the  reel ;  but  in  coming  to  the  perpendicular 
from  the  horizontal  position,  in  which  he  had 
been  forced  to  hold  it,  his  top  piece  broke  in  two. 
It  made  matters  worse  when  the  broken  half  ran 
down  the  line,  and  added  to  the  perplexity  of  the 
situation.  However,  the  fish  was  pretty  well 
blown  by  this  time,  and  was  a  small  one  to  boot ; 
and  after  a  few  more  spurts  number  two  was 
landed  from  the  Bridge  Pot,  and  laid  out  in  the 
hut.  It  was  a  nice  spring  fish  of  6slb.  or  71b.,  and 
fresh  up. 

The  Dee  fish,  as  a  rule,  run  from  61b.  to  81b. 
A  few  are  got  of  111b.,  151b.,  191b.,  and  an 
exceptional  one  or  two  over  201b.,  but  the 
average  spring  fish  runs  from  61b.  to  81b.  In 
fact,  last  year's  grilse  usually  provide  the  main 
run  of  this  year's  early  spring  fish.  They  are 
little — that  is  the  only  thing  which  can  be  laid  to 
their  charge.  They  are  game,  however,  well 
made,  and  will  fight  with  the  tenacity  of  a  bull 
trout,  if  that  be  a  fair  comparison. 

But  the  day's  work  was  not  half  over.  There 
was  something  more  in  store,  and  the  keen  edge 
of  our  angling  appetite  was  now  fairly  whetted 
with  our  unexpected  success,  met  with  in  the 
teeth  of  local  traditions  as  to  weather  and  water, 
and  our  own  forebodings  to  boot.  There  is  no 
telling  when  one  may  take  a  salmon,  and  in  such 
a  river  as  the  Dee  this  dictum  applies  more 
forcibly  than  on  most  rivers.  It  is  the  un- 
expected which  happens  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  ; 
and  when  there  are  fish  about,  and  the  weather  at 
all  feasible,  they  may  turn  up  in  any  corner. 
"  Keep  your  line  in  the  water "  is  a  sage  advice 
when  salmon  angling,  and  certainly  nothing  will 
be  done  without  it  being  there.  I  remember  a 
London  banker  coming  down  on  an  Easter 
holiday,  some  years  ago,  for  a  few  days'  salmon 
fishing  on  the  Dee.  He  fished  the  hotel  waters  at 
Aboyne,  but  blank.  He  fished  the  famous 
Glentana  water,  but  blank  also.  He  came  down  to 
the  Grand  Hotel  water  at  Crathes,  also  blank ;  and 


before  finally  leaving,  called  upon  me  to  fulfil  an 
engagement  on  the  Commonty,  where  I  had 
arranged  a  day  for  him  on  account  of  his  social 
connection  with  a  literary  friend.  He  was  most 
anxious  to  have  some  sport.  If  he  could  only  get 
a  kelt  it  would  even  be  something  to  speak  about ; 
and  I  was  disappointed  at  his  non-success,  and 
extremely  anxious  that  he  should  go  home  to  the 
mighty  Babylon  rejoicing. 

To  make  doubly  certain  of  the  best  being  made 
of  the  water,  and  of  our  opportunities,  I  asked 
my  friend  Mr.  Geo.  Blacklaws  to  accompany  us. 
We  rigged  up  the  banker  with  a  fetching  Gordon, 
and  started  him  at  the  head  of  the  pool.  He 
required  a  few  lessons  in  casting  to  begin  with,  and 
this  took  up  the  better  part  of  the  forenoon.  He 
had  been  fooling  about  with  too  heavy  a  rod  and 
line  for  his  experience,  and  this  we  substituted 
for  a  17ft.  light  greenheart,  and  otherwise  got 
him  a  sort  of  into  form. 

At  the  tail  of  Strathseven  he  hooked  a  fish,  and 
handled  it  fairly  well,  running  it  to  the  gaff  in 
about  ten  or  twelve  minutes.  He  took  matters 
coolly  enough  till  he  saw  the  fish  on  the  bank, 
then  he  fairly  broke  away.  We  forgave  him  the 
pantomimic  war  dance;  we  forgave  him  the 
libations  of  whisky  he  wished  to  pour  over  it,  and 
helped  him  to  drink  them,  till  we  thought  we  had 
quite  enough  for  the  nonce,  and  a  long  day  before 
us ;  but  when  he  actually  refused  to  spoil  his  joy 
by  again  entering  the  water  to  risk  defeat,  we 
stood  and  stared  at  each  other !  We  encouraged 
him,  urged  that  he  would  add  to  his  laurels, 
and  have  two,  or  perhaps  three,  fish  to  take  with 
him  to  actually  show  his  friends  ;  but  not  a  move 
would  he  make,  and  inwardly  daubing  him  a  softy 
of  the  first  water,  we  let  him  have  his  swing,  took 
to  the  water  ourselves  and  killed  a  fish  apiece. 
This  is  the  only  specimen  of  the  kind  I  ever  met. 
My  experience  of  sportsmen  in  general,  and  city 
men  in  particular,  is  all  the  other  way  about. 

I  told  Jim  the  above  reminiscence  while  we 
ate  our  lunch,  and,  applying  the  moral  per- 
sonally, we  were  at  it  again.  My  friend  fished 
out  the  pool  while  I  tried  the  fiat  below,  which 
fishes  well  in  a  big  water,  and  this  time,  to  the 
attraction  of  a  large-sized  Blue  Phantom — one  of 
Brown's  No.  3 — I  had  a  merry  whistle  with  a  nice 
nine-pounder.  He  took  hold  close  by  the  side, 
and  just  as  my  last  cast  or  so  was  about  spent. 
For  a  moment  or  so  I  thought  I  was  into  a  root, 
but  the  next  second  the  line  was  heading  out 
across  the  stream.  The  bank  where  I  was  casting 
from  was  anything  but  a  path.  It  was  riddled 
with  rabbit  holes  and  covered  with  whins,  so  that 
I  was  twice  on  my  knees  during  the  running  of 
that  fish.  As  he  fell  back  I  thought  he  was  a 
kelt,  and  got  somewhat  careless  whether  I  landed 
him  or  not;  but  getting  a  closer  inspection,  he 
was  proclaimed  a  "  fish,"  and  I  landed  him  on  the 
shingle  below  without  calling  for  help. 

There  is  a  knack  in  landing  a  salmon  single 
handed  which  has  to  be  acquired.  The  fish  has 
to  be  reeled  up  till  his  head  is  on  the  beach  or 
bank,  and,  with  the  rod  in  the  left  hand  and  bent 
back  so  as  to  keep  a  taut  line,  the  angler  reaches 
forward  and  lifts  rather  than  strikes  the  fish 
under  the  belly,  shoulder,  or  back  fin  with  the 
gaff  in  the  right  hand.  It  is  a  critical  moment. 
Should  the  fish  make  a  dash  out  the  line  must  be 
free  so  as  to  let  it  go,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  too 
much  strain  must  not  be  applied,  else  the  risk  of 
a  broken  top  has  to  be  faced.  The  most  expert 
lander  of  his  own  fish  it  has  been  my  fortune  to 
meet  is  Mr.  E.  Drummond,  who  has  for  the  past 
ten  years  fished  the  Ballogie  water,  and  always 
prefers  to  gaff  his  own  fish,  even  when  the  gillie  is 
standing  by. 

I  had  not  finished  wiping  my  gaff  when  I  heard 
Jim's  whistle.  He  was  blowing  like  a  steamer  in 
distress,  and  I  hurried  up  as  fast  as  I  could.  I 
found  he  had  shifted  his  quarters  to  above  the 
bridge  again,  and  was  hanging  with  a  fish  right 
over  the  falls ;  and  over  it  must  of  a  certainty  go, 
if  there  was  no  getting  it  to  the  calm  water  at  the 
side  before  then.  Several  attempts  were  made  to 
use  the  gaff,  but  all  to  no  purpose.  He  was  lying 
too  deep,  and  altogether  out  of  reach. 

"  Let  him  over  the  rock,"  I  advised,  and  over 
the  rapid  he  went.  It  is  a  dangerous  game  to 
play,  and  many  a  good  fish  has  been  lout  at  the 
same  game;  and  when  I  saw  this  one  fall  back, 
splattering  and  flapping,  tail  first,  I  looked 
expectantly  for  the  inevitable.  But  no  break 
came,   and   so,  without   being   in   the  least 


disappointed,  I  made  tracks  for  the  calm  hole  at 
the  bottom  of  the  rush  or  gully,  and  there  nailed 
the  fellow  with  the  greatest  of  ease. 

But  the  darkening  shadows  of  night  were  now 
closing  round,  and  the  remaining  light  was  only 
sufficient  to  enable  us  to  pick  our  way  to  the  hutt 
after  trying  the  "same  attractive  ground  more 
than  once.  The  fish  were  either  past  or  put 
down.  Probably  the  latter,  for,  of  all  lures,  the 
Phantom  and  the  Devon,  especially  the  latter, 
need  not  be  persisted  in  after  a  fair  trial.  Whether 
the  fish  get  educated  or  scared,  which  is  much  the 
same  thing,  we  shall  not  now  stop  to  discuss. 

G.  M. 


IMPERIAL   INSTITUTE  YACHTING 
AND  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION, 


The  Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at  the 
Imperial  Institute  is  to  be  opened  on  Monday; 
May  17,  in  the  afternoon,  by  their  Royal  High- 
nesses the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales.  The 
response  by  owners  of  yachts  for  loans  of  trophies 
won  in  great  racing  matches  has  been  most  satis^ 
factory,  resulting  in  a  collection  of  gold  and 
silver  works  of  art,  the  like  of  which  has  never 
before  been  seen  in  London.  It  will  naturally 
form  one  of  the  principal  features  of  this  exhibition; 
There  are  yachting  models,  pictures,  and  a  hundred 
and  one  objects  of  interest  connected  with  this 
truly  British  sport.  The  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
has  taken  a  great  personal  interest  in  the  exhi^ 
bition,  presiding  over  the  committee  of  advice, 
and  assisting  them  by  many  a  shrewd  suggest 
tion,  himself  sends  a  glittering  ai'ray  of  honours 
which  he  has  fairly  won  with  his  yachts.  This 
is  a  collection  which  will  appeal  strongly  to 
those  who  would  consider  life  not  worth  having 
if  they  could  not  at  the  close  of  the  hot  and 
feverish  London  season  rush  away  to  don  the 
costumes  which  are  de  rigueur  on  the  Solent.  For 
the  general  public  the  Sea  and  Inland  Fisheries 
collection  will  probably  be  of  most  popular  in* 
terest.  The  fishing  ports  send  exhibits  illustrating 
the  harvest  of  the  sea,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  ingathered.  Aberdeen,  by  reason  of  its 
alphabetical  privilege,  heads  the  list,  and  the 
east  coast  is,  of  course,  strong  in  its  representa* 
tion.  The  Sea  Fisheries  Section  will  be  in  the 
North  Gallery,  and  the  Marine  Biological  Asso- 
ciation of  the  United  Kingdom,  which  has  its 
laboratory  on  Citadel  Hill,  Plymouth,  takes 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  let  the  public 
know  the  excellent  work  it  is  doing.  A  third 
section  will  be  the  Inland  Fisheries,  which 
mostly  concern  the  sport  of  angling.  Colonel 
Custance,  one  of  the  eminent  fish  breeders  of 
the  country,  supplies  from  his  hatchery  in 
Norfolk  a  complete  working  apparatus  of 
fish  culture.  The  fishing  tackle  makers  are 
also  sending  the  best  of  their  inventions, 
and  a  typical  collection  of  British  fishes, 
pictures,  and  so  forth,  will  adorn  the  walls. 
The  novelty  here  is  a  working  panoramic  model 
of  the  river  Thames,  a  suggestion  of  Mr. 
R.  B.  Marston,  a  member  of  the  Inland  Fisheries 
Committee.  This  ingenious  construction  will 
give  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  river  from  source  to 
sea,  indicating  on  either  side  of  the  running  water 
the  towns  and  villages,  bridges,  locks,  weirs,  and 
docks.  The  realism  is  so  complete,  that  the  tide 
below  Teddington  will  ebb  and  flow  as  like  as  life, 
while  tiny  models,  according  to  their  kind,  float 
upon  the  different  reaches.  On  the  opening  day 
Strauss's  inimitable  band  will  begin  its  season. — 
Daily  Nevis. 


THE  MODEL  OF  THE  THAMES 
AND  THAMES  VALLEY  AT 
THE  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 


I  shall,  be  much  obliged  if  secretaries  of 
angling  clubs  who  have  any  subscriptions  to  send 
to  assist  in  defraying  the  cost  of  this  model  will 
kindly  send  them  to  me  in  time  to  acknowledge 
in  the  full  list  to  be  published  in  next  week's 
issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Hon.  Sec. 
and  Treasurer. 

St.  Dunstan's  House, 

Fetter-lane,  London. 
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BIBURY,  ON  THE  UPPER  COLN, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


The  view  here  given  is  at  Bibury,  on  the 
llpper  Coin — a  pretty  village  nestling  snugly 
amidst  the  bracing  Cotswold  Hills.  The  Swan 
trout  fishery  now  extends  for  a  mile  and  a  half  in 
one  continuous  length,  coming  in  between  the 
heavily  stocked  Bibury  Court  and  Ablington 
waters.  The  upper  and  lower  lengths  are  very 
private  and  secluded,  and  are  well  stocked  with 
trout ;  they  are  ideal  spots  from  low  banks  to  put 
in  a  bit  of  dry  fly  work,  The  water  in  the  view  is 
in  the  centre  of  the  village,  and  opposite  the 
hotel. 

Trout  run  to  a  good  size  in  the  Bibury  waters. 
The  limit  of  size  is  %lb.,  but  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
creel.  The  Swan  Hotel  is  a  comfortable  country 
inn,  close  to  the  riverside,  a  rustic  garden  close 
adjoining  the  Coin,  running  alongside,  and  a 
lovely  spring  bubbles  out  from  the  hillside  of 
crystal  clear  water,  upwards  of  10,000,000  gallons 
being  daily  poured  into  the  river  at  this  spot. 
This  pretty  garden,  which  in  the  summer  time  is 
a  perfect  bower  of  roses  and  woodbine,  is  a 
charming  spot  for  the  tired  angler  to  enjoy  a  pipe 
whilst  waiting,  perhaps,  for  the  evening  rise.  The 


on  the  one  hand  and  distant  views  of  the  Cots- 
wold hills  on  the  other. 

Bibury  is  a  very  ancient  village,  some  of  the 
records  dating  back  to  the  8th  century,  and  the 
fine  old  parish  church  of  St.  Mary  was  built  in 
the  reign  of  William  II.,  and  rebuilt  in  the 
15th  century.  Formerly  the  old  Bibury  Club 
held  their  races  near  this  village,  and  the  old 
stables  and  rubbing  house  still  remain  a  record  of 
the  past. 

Until  last  season  Bibury  could  only  boast  of 
about  half  a  mile  of  trouting  water,  and  was  but 
little  known  except  to  local  men ;  but  now  the 
mile  and  half  of  unique  water  is  becoming 
a  favourite  trouting  rendezvous  for  dry  fly 
experts  from  many  parts.  We  ourselves,  paying 
several  visits  here  last  season  never  came 
away  without  sport,  and  always  with  the  dry 
fly.  One  evening  in  June,  in  three  successive 
casts,  we  landed  a  fine  leash  of  trout  that 
weighed  nearly  4Alb.,  the  fly  being  the  Park 
Alder,  with  peacock  body  and  woodcock  wing,  one 
of  James  Ogden's  inimitables. 

The  dry  fly  is  generally  found  the  most  deadly 
on  these  crystal  waters,  but  strong  and  fine 
tackle  is  an  absolute  necessity  to  hold  the  power- 
ful and  game  furiu  with  which  this  water  is 
stocked.    The  rods  are  always  limited  at  Bibury, 


The  Swan  IIotel,  Biihry,  on  the  Upper  Coln,  East  Gloucestershire. 


air  at  times  is  I'edolent  of  the  perfume  of  beautiful 
flowers.  The  country  around  Bibury  is  very 
lovely ;  the  bill  and  woodland  scenery,  with  the 
silvery  Coin  winding  on  through  the  valley 
amidst  the  hills,  being  most  beautiful  and 
pleasing  to  the  eye.  The  air  is  soft,  bracing,  and 
salubrious. 

Bibury  is  reached  by  Great  Western  Railway, 
via  Fairford  or  Cirencester  (about  six  miles), 
and  by  the  Midland  and  South-Western  Junc- 
tion Railway  from  Foss  Cross  (four  miles). 
The  drive  over  the  Cotswold  Hills  from 
Fairford  is  most  enjoyable  and  picturesque. 
Conveyances  are  sent  from  the.  Swan  to  meet  any 
trains  by  appointment.  In  this  drive  we  pass 
several  beautiful  deer  parks  and  gentlemen's  man- 
sions, including  the  noble  pile  of  Hatherop  Castle 
and  Williamstrip  Park  House;  the  latter  being 
the  birthplace  and  ancestral  home  of  the  present 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Fairford  Park  and 
monument,  and  Bibury  Court  are  also  passed,  the 
latter  being  a  fine  Tudor  mansion  near  the  village 
of  Bibury.  All  of  these  mansions  ai-e  embowered 
in  tall  and  stately  elms,  oaks,  beeches,  and  chest- 
nuts, and  in  the  summer  time  we  pass  along 
between  golden  laburnums,  lilacs,  roses,  ana 
hawthorn,  catching  several  glimpses  of  the  Coin 


so  that  there  is  never  any  crowding,  even  in  the 
May  Fly  time.  This,  of  course,  necessitates  a 
letter  or  wire  before  the  angler  sets  out  for  this 
Cotswold  trouting  station. 

There  is  a  good  postal  service  here  (twice  daily), 
a  'wire,  and  good  posting  and  stabling,  so  that, 
although  far  away  amongst  the  hills,  the  angler 
is  kept  in  thorough  touch  with  the  outer  world. 
Mr.  Fred  Woodman,  the  genial  and  enterprising 
proprietor  and  sole  lessee  of  the  Swan  Fishery, 
is  a  bronzed  and  typical  Cotswolder,  is  a  general 
favourite,  and  well  known  around  the  hills.  He 
restocked  his  waters  in  January,  1896,  with  fine 
6in.  yearling  far  io  from  Messrs.  Andrews,  of  Guild- 
ford, and  the  result  has  been  very  beneficial  to 
the  fishery.  During  last  winter  several  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out,  and  a  rustic  bridge 
put  across  the  water  above  Arlington  Mill.  Mrs. 
Woodman  is  an  excellent  caterer,  and  thoroughly 
looks  after  the  comfort  of  her  many  angling  and 
tourist  friends.  The  visitors'  book  in  the  coffee- 
room  speaks  for  itself  of  comfort,  sport,  and 
satisfaction.  We  give  one  extract,  whioh  is  this  i 
"  Fishing  good,  and  everything  satisfactory." 

The  following  list  of  artificial  flies  will  be  found 
about  all  that  are  necessary  to  fish  the  Bibury 
waters,  viz. :  March  Brown,  Pale  Winged  Olive 


and  Blue  Duns,  Hare's  Lug,  with  wool  body,  Red, 
Blue,  and  Olive  Quill  Gnats,  small  Red  and 
Sherry  Spinners  (very  deadly  at  times),  Black 
Hawthorn,  Red  and  Black  Alder,  Black  Gnat, 
Green  and  Grey  Drakes  (both  floating  and  wing- 
less), Gold  and  Silver  Sedge,  and  Pale  Autumn 
and  Ginger  Dun.  Suitable  rods  are  from  10ft.  to 
lift.    Wading  is  not  necessary,  nor  is  it  allowed. 

The  view  is  from  a  photo  by  Mr.  Barry  Burge, 
of  Northleach.  F.  L. 


ANGLING  EXCURSIONS  IN  FRANCE 
AND  BKLG1UM. 


By  Palmer  Hackle,  Esq. 
Preface. 

Gentle  reader,  let  us  have  a  quiet  ieie-if-te^ 
with  you  for  a  few  short  minutes.  We  take  you, 
like  an  old  and  tried  friend,  by  the  button  of  your, 
coat  and  coolly  lead  you  into  our  small  sanctum, 
to  tell  you  our  private  notions  and  thoughts,  and 
fancies  concerning  this  little  wrork  of  ours,  which 
we  entreat  you  to  read,  and,  of  course,  advise  you 
to  buy. 

Now,  don't  fidget  about,  pray ;  but  seat  yourself 
snugly  in  an  author's  easy  chair,  and  listen  with 
partial  patience,  if  you  please,  to  our  light  gossip. 
After  all,  you  must  allow  there  is  nothing  like  a 
quiet  private  confab  with  a  dear  and  kind  friend. 
Scarcely  anything  can  excel — few  merely  social 
matters  can  equal — the  truthful  concord  of  warm 
hearts  and  full  heads  ;  the  kind  sidelong  turning 
up  of  the  patient,  anxious  ear ;  the  gentle  half- 
whisper  of  smiling  consent  and  regard ;  whilst 
all  the  time  the  merry  fire  is  blazing  and  crackling 
with  the  brisk  clearness  of  a  frosty  season ;  the 
candles  are  shining  brightly,  the  windows  closely 
shut;  the  bottles  and  glasses  sparkling  on  the 
table ;  the  kettle  bubbling  and  singing  and 
steaming  on  the  hob ;  and,  in  short,  everything 
seeming  to  urge  the  cosy  settlers  in  such  a 
pleasant  and  happy  fix  to  do  nothing  but  talk-r 
talk — talk." 

Well,  we  have  been  rambling  up  and  down  in 
France  and  Belgium  for  many  years,  with  our  rod 
in  hand  and  fishing  basket  on  our  back,  dropping 
a  line  in  this  canal,  or  that  river,  and  throwing 
the  light  fly  on  the  surface  of  yon  pebbly  stream  j 
some  days  sporting  with  the  bright  tiny  bleak,  on 
others  with  the  greedy  pike,  and  ofttimes  with 
the  dazzling  salmon  and  the  plajful  trout.  We 
have  trudged  over  hill  and  dale,  mountain  and 
valley,  and  through  city  and  village  with  great 
glee  and  some  profit,  both  to  our  bodily  frame  and 
mental  powers,  and  dreaming  that  every  human 
being  who  is  worth  his  salt  should  be  an  angler. 
We  have  bethought  ourselves  that  we  might 
venture,  without  even  the  show  of  pride,  to  take 
upon  ourselves  the  task  of  telling  the  world  the 
result  of  our  rambles. 

We  have  no  vain  object  to  serve ;  no  latent 
spirit  of  envy  to  appease;  no  sordid  purpose  to 
answer.  We  have  a  warm  feeling  towards  all 
writers  on  angling,  both  ancient  and  modern,  and 
our  only  desire  is  that  the  world  will  not  think  us 
too  bold  and  proud  if  we  presume  to  throw  our 
own  sayings  and  doings  and  gleanings  into  the 
common  stock  of  angling  knowledge  and  peaceful 
pleasure. 

We  confess  we  feel  a  great  deal  of  bashful  shy- 
ness in  thus  doffing  our  cap  in  the  face  of  the 
great  names  who  have  gone  before  us  as  authors 
on  rod  fishing ;  but  still,  we  take  courage  from  the 
thought  that  there  is  more  of  the  true  milk  of 
human  kindness  in  the  veins  of  anglers  than  in 
those  of  any  other  class  of  human  beings.  What 
errors,  therefore,  either  of  language,  plan,  notion, 
or  feeling,  we  may  have  fallen  into,  will,  we  trust,  be 
kindly  and  fairly  passed  over  as  things  that  belong 
to  our  very  nature  as  human  and  erring  creatures. 
The  world  nowadays  seems  all  alive  and  full  of 
bustle,  and  we  have  long  foreseen  that  vast 
numbers  of  people  will  in  future  years  flock  over 
from  England  to  France  and  Belgium  and  other 
not  very  distant  countries.  This  view  of  things 
has  been  to  us  a  strong  motive  for  printing  our 
book,  because  we  wished  to  furnish  our  fishing 
friends  with  such  a  guide  as  would  render  their 
visits  to  these  countries  pleasant  and  full  of  sport. 
On  those  parts  of  France  and  Belgium  which  lie 
along  the  coast  nearest  to  England,  or  are  close 
to  it,  we  have  been  more  minute  in  what  we  have 
said  than  on  those  places  which  are  more  distant 
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and  remote  from  the  shores  of  Britain,  because 
the  latter  are  not  so  often  seen  by  the  angler  who 
rambles  but  for  a  short  time  in  these  foreign 
lands.  But  we  trust  that  on  whatever  side  he 
may  enter  into  France  or  Belgium,  he  will  find 
the  rivers  near  the  spot  sketched  out  and  treated 
of  with  such  care  and  pains  as  will  make  his 
progress  along  the  smaller  streams  he  may  visit 
at  once  easy  and  rapid.  There  is  no  river  of  any 
note  forgotten  or  passed  over  in  the  wide  range 
which  our  subject  includes. 

France  and  Belgium. 
Before  entering  upon  a  particular  enumeration 
of  the  rivers  of  France  and  Belgium  it  is  desirable 
that  we  should  communi«ate  to  the  untravelled 
angler  some  general  observations  on  the  laws  and 
practices  of  these  countries  relative  to  the  rights 
of  fishing  in  livers,  canals,  and  other  waters  with 
the  rod  and  line.    For  lack  of  some  such  previous 
information,  the  unsuspicious  Englishman  may 
very  easily  get  himself  into  scrapes,  from  which 
he  may  find  it  difficult  to  extricate  himself 
without  considerable  trouble  and  expense ;  and, 
indeed,  numerous  instances  have  occurred,  within 
our  own  knowledge,  in  which  parties,  who  were 
infinitely  above  all  poaching  practices,  and  would 
have  scorned  to  be  guilty  of  any  unfair  or 
ungentlemanlike  conduct,    have    been  severely 
handled  for  their  ignorance  of  the  law  and 
custom    of     the    country.     In    such  cases, 
the    French    authorities    afford    no  redress. 
They    contend    that    if    you  will    come  into 
their  country,  and  participate  in  its  amuse- 
ments,   you    are    bound    to    make  yourself 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  law  on  the 
subject,  or  to  take  the  consequences  of  your  neglect. 
This  really  seems  to  be  a  fair  and  reasonable  view 
of  the  case,  and  therefore  it  behoves  the  English 
angler  to  provide  himself  with  the  necessary 
information.    It  is  a  maxim  of  common  sense 
and  good  feeling,  as  well  as  of  ordinary  prudence, 
to  yield  a  ready  and  willing  obedience  to  the  laws 
of  every  foreign  country  which  we  visit,  either 
for  profit  or  pleasure,  whatsoever  those  laws  may 
be.    In  almost  all  cases  our  visits  are  voluntary, 
and  therefore  we  have  no  right  to  complain  of 
their  internal  principles  of  social  policy.  "With 
reference  to  France  and  Belgium,  indeed,  it  must 
be  confessed  our  movements  are  sufficiently  free 
and  unfettered  for  all  rational  purposes  of  inter- 
course  and    amusement.     In   these  countries 
angling  is  not  a  general  or  fashionable  amuse- 
ment among  the  middle  and  higher  classes  ;  nor, 
indeed,  are  field  sports  of  any  kind.   Indoor,  and 
less  robust  modes  of  relaxation  prevail ;  and  it  is 
difficult  for  an  English  gentleman  to  comprehend 
the  country  life  of  his  French  neighbour,  which 
passes  without  those  cheering  excitements  of  field 
and  flood  which  constitute  the  charm  of  his  own 
rural  existence. 

(To  be  continued.) 


as  it  is  certain  to  go  down  the  rapids,  where  the 
water  is  as  strong  as  at  Oastleconnell,  on  the 
Shannon. 

There  has  been  no  trout  taken  as  yet  on 
the  fly,  as  no  one  has  arrived  at  the  Mercer's 
Hotel,  Kilrea,  to  go  out  on  the  shallows  among 
the  eel  weirs  to  try.  It  is  here  the  best  river 
trout  fishing  in  Ireland  is  to  be  had,  and  in 
seasons  of  high  water  it  is  the  most  productive. 
This  short  reach  of  boulder-strewn  rapids  is  at 
the  head  of  the  slow  running  reach  that  extends 
three  miles  down  the  river  to  Movanagher  Weir. 
As  the  former  produces,  though  short,  one 
hundred  times  more  natural  flies  than  the  latter, 
the  large  trout  come  up  from  the  deeps  to  feast 
on  the  sedges  that  are  here  to  be  found  of  all 
colours  and  sizes. 

It  has  been  asked  by  angling  gentlemen,  who 
write  to  me  for  information :  "  What  will  be  the 
best  killing  flies  to  use  in  a  season  of  high  water?" 
I  have  found  that  every  fly  I  have  ever  produced 
for  either  trout  or  salmon  has  its  record  year.  I 
find  by  my  notes  that  in  high  water  on  large 
rivers  like  the  Bann,  Shannon,  and  Erne,  that 
large  Golden  Olives,  Cinnamons,  Fiery  Browns, 
and  Dark  Olives,  all  having  dyed  hackles,  have 
the  highest  records.  I  find  no  imitation  of  the 
different  Red  Spinners  takes  so  many  trout  as 
those  dressed  with  dyed  olive  brown  hackles.  I 
would  use  these  in  either  high  or  low  water. 

Daniel  O'Fee, 


ANG-LING 


PROSPECTS 
BANN. 


ON  THE 


At  no  time  within  the  last  thirty  years  has  the 
river  been  so  full  at  May  1  as  at  present.  There 
has  been  a  succession  of  floods  through  the 
months  of  March  and  April  running  into  Lough 
Neagh  from  all  its  tributaries,  that  has  kept  it 
full  to  the  present.  As  the  Lower  Bann  is  the 
only  channel  through  which  the  superfluous 
waters  of  this  great  lake  are  discharged  to  the 
sea,  it  requires  a  month,  should  there  be  no  rain, 
to  bring  it  to  summer  level. 

It  will  now  naturally  be  asked  what  effect  will 
this  high  water  have  upon  the  angling  for  salmon 
and  trout  ?  It  will  have  the  effect  of  keeping  the 
river  at  a  lower  temperature  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  summer  than  in  dry,  warm  seasons,  and  dis- 
tributing the  salmon  all  over  the  different  reaches 
early  in  May.  In  years  of  low  water  many  of 
these  reaches  did  not  contain  a  fish  till  July,  or 
until  there  was  a  sufficient  flood  to  bring  them 
over  the  great  weir  at  Caronroe,  below  which 
they  were  very  often  compelled  to  remain  till 
September.  It  is  the  reach  below  Caronroe  where 
the  best  sport  is  to  be  obtained,  but  it  will  not  be 
so  this  year,  at  least  in  May,  as  the  salmon  will 
not  rest  there,  but  go  on  up  stream  until  they  reach 
shallower  water  and  a  higher  temperature. 

The  short  reach  under  the  weir  at  Kilrea  is 
certain  to  hold  a  few  early  fish,  but  it  will  require 
a  veteran  angler  to  land  one  of  these  when  hooked, 


A  MOORLAND  BECK. 


Although  worm  fishing  in  a  mountain  beck 
may  not  appeal  strongly  to  the  dry  fly  fisherman 
on  the  chalk  streams  of  the  south,  still  it  has 
indescribable  charms  of  its  own  that  prove  a 
delight  to  the  man  who  is  a  keen  lover  of  nature 
first  and  an  angler  afterwards.   The  impedimenta 
required  is  not  great.   A  12ft.  stiff  split  cane  rod ; 
a  light  creel;  a  landing  net  fitted  with  a  stiff 
handle  armed  with  a  spike— which,  by  the  way, 
proves  of  great  assistance  in  preventing  falls  when 
wading  ;  a  small  waterproof  bag,  divided  into  two 
compartments,  one  filled  with  damp  moss  and  well 
scoured  red  worms,  the  other  containing  dry 
sand,  for  use  when  baiting ;  and  a  pair  of  spare 
knickerbocker  stockings  in  a  pocket  of  the  old 
shooting  coat,  together  with  a  sandwich  case,  is 
all  that  is  necessary.    As  these  little  becks  can  be 
waded  at  almost  any  part  without  being  more 
than  ankle  deep,  waders  are  not  needed,  and  a  pair 
of  well  ironed,  stout  shooting  boots  are  preferable, 
especially  as  dry  feet  can  be  secured  at  the  end  of 
the  day  by  changing  the  stockings  and  wiping 
out  as  well  as  possible  the  wet  boots  with  the 
stockings  worn  during  the  day.  Leaving  the  dog- 
cart at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  we  follow  the  rough, 
stony  road  that  winds  upwards  towards  the 
moors.    After  a  stiff  climb  we  call  a  halt,  and 
turn  to  admire  the  scenery  of  the  valley  below. 
At  our  feet  lies    the  old   time-worn  village, 
shrouded  in  trees,  through  which  one  gets  a  peep 
of  the  grey  stone  slabbed  roofs,  whilst  here  and 
there  a  building  with  red  tiles  affords  a  welcome 
bit  of  colouring.    The  square  tower  of  the  village 
church  rears  itself  above  the  foliage  by  which  it 
is  surrounded,  and  far  away  in  the  valley  are 
other  villages,  each  with  its  old  Norman  church 
surrounded  by  irregularly  placed  cottages.  The 
cultivated  valley  lies  like  a  map  before  us,  the 
hedgerows,  thickly  studded  with  timber,  fading 
away  into  indistinct  lines  in  the  far  distance, 
where  a  dim  haze  clings  to  the  hillsides.  The 
fields  are  golden  with  waving,  ripening  corn,  or 
a  vivid  green  in  the  meadows  recently  cleared  of 
hay.    Cattle  can  be  seen  grazing  in  the  pastures, 
whilst  the  main  river,  like  a  band  of  silver,  is 
glancing  and  flashing  in  the  sunshine.    On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  valley  the  allotment  walls 
run  up  to  the  open  moorland,  which  is  a  harmony 
of  warm  browns  in  the  shadows,  turning  to  a 
vivid  crimson  as  the  sunlight  gleams  brightly  on 
the  blossoming  heather.    Resuming  our  climb, 
we  reach  at  last  the  little  beck,  that  is  here 
bordered  by  trees,  and  that  is  dashing  and 
tumbling  noisily  over  a  series  of  small  rocky 
waterfalls  as  it  eagerly  pursues  its  way  to  the 
valley.    Following  the  narrow  path  by  the  beck 
side  for  another  mile,  we  are  at  last  on  the  wide 
open  moorland,  with  not  a  trace  of  civilisation  in 
view.    A  few  Scotch  sheep  are  feeding  amongst 
the  heather,  a  curlew  sails  overhead  uttering  his 


weird  whistling  cry,  and  a  covey  of  grouse  rise  a 
hundred  yards  in  front.    Far  away  for  miles 
stretches  the  illimitable  moorland,  now  a  waving 
sea  of  purple  blossom,  over  which  the  mirage  is 
dancing  in  the  hot  August  sunshine.    The  blue 
sky  is  flecked  with  white  fleecy  clouds  that  cause 
alternate  sunlight  and  shadow  as  they  slowly  pass 
over  the  green  bracken  and  grey  grasses  on  the 
borders  of  the  moor.    A  gleam  of  water  catches 
the  eye  as  the  sun  flashes  on  it,  half  hidden  as  it 
is  by  a  thick  growth  of  rushes.    With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  sleepy  murmurs  of  the  beck,  and  that 
indescribable  hum  and  buzz  of  insect  life  insepar- 
able from  the  moors  in  summer  time,  no  sound 
breaks  the  stillness  that  is  almost  painful  m  its 
intensity.    It  does  not  take  long  to  put  the  little 
split  cane  together,  and  to  bait  the  "Pennell 
tackle  with  the  ruddiest  of  the  red  worms  in  the 
bag,  and  at  the  second  cast  we  feel  a  "  rug, 
rug "  of  the  line,  which  is  followed  by  a  quick 
twist  of  the  wrist,  and  a  bright  little  moorland 
trout  of  some  6oz.  is  soon  reposing  at  the  bottom 
of  the  creel.    Game  little  fellows  are  these  beck 
trout   that  make  a  hard    fight  for  life  and 
liberty.    Small  though  they  be,  seldom  averag- 
ing  more   than    six    to  the   lb,,    yet  they 
are    by    no    means    to    be    despised   from  a 
gastronomic  point  of  view  when  properly  cooked. 
The  smaller  ones  are  often  "potted"  by  local 
anglers,  and  make  a  delicious  breakfast  dish.  The 
beck  here  is  rushing  over  its  bed,  formed  com- 
pletely of  rock,  through  which  it  has  worn  an 
irregular  channel,  and  although  so  shallow,  yet 
each  eddy  and  tiny  pool  holds  a  trout.  Wading 
onwards  and  upwards,  casting  the  worm  here  and 
there  in  every  likely  spot,  and  striking  at  each 
stoppage  of  the  line,  trout  after  trout  is  added  to 
the  basket.   Here  the  stream  runs  through  a  deep 
"  ghyll,"  the  sides  of  which  are  thickly  carpeted 
with  the  green  leaves  of  the  blackberry,  inter- 
mingled with  patches  of  purple  heather,  or  cool, 
green  stretches  of  bracken.    The  grey  out  jutting 
rocks  are  covered  with  lichens,  and  ferns  are 
peeping  out  of  the  crevices,  whilst  blossoms  of  the 
sentinel-like  foxgloves  are  also  strongly  in  evi- 
dence.   A  few  stunted  thorns  are  still  in  leaf, 
one  of  which  is  covered  with  honeysuckle,  which  _ 
has  clambered  and  twined  to  the  very  top  of  the 
tree,  and  is  now  decked  with  its  second  crop  of 
yellow  blossoms.    Emerging  again  on  to  the  open 
moorland,  we  wend  our  way  still  further  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  heather,  crushing  out  the  per- 
fume of  the  tiny  purple  florets  of  wild  thyme  as 
we  walk  along  the  side  of  the  beck.  Then, 
lounging  down  on  the  long  heather  in  the  shelter 
of  a  huge  rock,  where  every  movement  sends  up  a 
cloud  of  golden  pollen,  a  frugal  lunch  is  partaken 
of,  followed  by  the  inevitable  pipe,  the  blue  smoke 
from  which  curls  lazily  upwards  in  the  still  air. 
A  line  of  "butts"  are  placed  just  below  the  sky  line, 
and,  although  now  empty,  this  valley  is  doubtless 
"  a  valley  of  death "  to  the  big  packs  of  grouse 
that  are  driven  over  them  by  the  advancing  line 
of  beaters,  whose  waving  flags  urge  the  birds 
forward  when  a  drive  is  in  progress.    What  a 
perfect  feeling  of  rest  and  contentment  creeps 
over  one  on  these  wide,  glorious  moors,  far  away 
from  the  strife  and  bustle  of  town  life,  as  one 
drinks  in  the    invigorating  air  of   the  hills. 
Making  a  start  once  more,  we  fish  up  the  beck 
with  varying  success,  and  with  ever  some  new 
changing  beauty  of  hill  and  dale  to  delight  the 
eye,  until  at  last  the  lengthening  shadows  warn 
us  that  our  day's  sport  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a 
close.    Then  the  sun  sinks  below  the  western 
hills,  the  afterglow  bathing  the  whole  purple- 
moorland  in  gorgeous  tints  of  orange  and  gold. 
Turning  out  the  contents  of  the  creel,  we  count 
thirty-two  trout,  none  scaling  more  than  half  a 
pound,  the  average,  probably,  being  about  six  to 
the  pound.    Yet,  small  though  they  are,  they 
represent  the   raison  d'etre  of  a  pleasant  day 
amongst  the  charming  surroundings  of  a  moor- 
land beck.    A  tramp  of  three  miles  brings  us  to 
the  high  road,  and  a  short  walk  through  the 
village  lands  us  at  the  little  moorland  station, 
where  a  train  quickly  arrives  that  conveys  us  to 
our  destination,  not  without  a  tinge  of  regret  that 
the  day  has  passed  so  quickly,  albeit  so  pleasantly, 
into  a  memory.  Ardaros. 


The  "  Encyclopaedia  op  Sport."  —  The 
Natural  History  portion  of  the  salmon  article  in 
the  "  Encyclopedia  of  Sport  "  will  be  written  by 
Charles  S.  Patterson,  M.D.,  F.R.Z.S. 
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THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 

[By^arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Kivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
M  ay  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  oaused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 

No.  67. 
PERTHSHIRE. 

Lochs  of  Perthshire  {continued). 

Loch  Achray. — A  lovely  little  loch  amid  the 
famous  scenery  of  the  Trossachs.  An  un- 
interrupted wood  of  birch  and  mountain  ash 
skirts  its  northern  margin;  and  exquisite  views 
are  here  and  there  obtained  of  the  placid  lake 
where 

Bosky  thickets  sleep 
So  stilly  on  thy  bosom  deep ; 
The  lark's  blythe  carol  from  the  cloud 
Seems  for  the  scene  too  gaily  loud. 

Along  the  margin  is  still  to  be  seen 

The  copsewood  grey, 
That  waved  and  wept  on  Loch  Achray, 
And  mingled  with  the  pine  trees  blue, 
On  the  bold  cliffs  of  Ben-venue. 

The  loch  is  a  mile  and  a  half  by  three-quarters 
of  a  mile,  and  is  open  to  the  public.  There  are 
boats  on  the  loch  for  the  use  of  visitors.  It  con- 
tains salmon,  trout,  perch,  and  pike.  The  trout 
average  fib.,  and  from  51b.  to  101b.  is  a  fair  day's 
work.  April  and  May  are  the  best  months.  A 
small  Loch  Leven  fly  or  minnow  is  the  most 
deadly.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Callander  ;  thence  by 
coach  to  the  Trossachs,  nine  miles — a  very  fine 
drive. 

Loch  an-Breacklaich. — A  little  loch  in  the 
hills  about  three  and  a  half  miles  south-east  from 
Killin,  and  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Breadal- 
bane,  who  preserves  it.  The  trout  are  of  fine 
quality,  are  very  red  in  the  flesh,  and  yield  fair 
sport.  Route :  By  rail  to  Killin ;  thence  hire  and 
walk. 

Loch  an-Larigh  is  a  small  loch  about  four 
miles  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel  at  the  head  of 
Loch  Katrine,  and  can  be  fished  by  residing 
there.    Route :  Same  as  Loch  Katrine,  which  see. 

Loch  an-Londiuich. — A  small  loch,  or  rather 
series  of  little  lochs  strung  together,  on  a  stream 
which  flows  into  the  Gaur.  Good  trout  fishing  is 
got  here,  but  it  is  strictly  preserved.  Route : 
Same  as  Loch  Eaigh,  which  see. 

Loch  Ard. — A  beautiful  little  loch  in  the 
parish  of  Aberfoyle.  It  is  famous  for  the  quality 
of  its  trout,  and  the  good  sport  generally  to  be 
got  in  it.  It  is  about  two  and_-a  half  miles  long 
by  nearly  one  broad.  There  are  two  lochs  con- 
nected with  each  other  by  a  stream  200yds.  long. 
The  lower  one  is  scarcely  a  mile  by  half  a  mile. 
The  hotel  keeper  at  Aberfoyle  has  the  fishing  on 
the  loch,  and  has  boats  on  it  for  anglers  staying 
at  his  house.  The  charge  is  7s.  a  day  for  boat  and 
boatman.  The  trout  in  Loch  Ard  are  esteemed  to 
be  nearly  as  good  in  quality  as  those  of  the 
famous  Loch  Leven,  and  average  fib.,  101b.  to 
121b.  being  a  good  day's  take.  This  is  one  of  the 
earliest  lochs  in  Scotland.  The  fishing  opens  in 
March,  and  capital  sport  is  often  got  then.  In 
April  it  is  first  rate  ;  the  trout  then  chiefly  take 
purple  and  green  flies,  with  '  teal  or  woodcock 
wings.  As  the  season  advances  dark  flies  are 
best,  but  yellow  holds  its  place  well  throughout 
the  whole  season.  Live  minnow  and  phantom 
are  used  for  trolling,  and  good  trout  are  got  with 
them,  but  it  is  chiefly  fly  fishing  that  is 
practised.  The  best  months  are  March,  April, 
May,  and  June.  Boats  and  men  should  be 
engaged  a  day  or  two  before  by  writing  to  the 
Bailie  Nicol  Jarvie  Hotel,  Aberfoyle.  The  scenery 
about  Loch  Ard  is  almost  unsurpassed  for  beauty 
— a  happy  combination  of  hill,  wood,  and  water. 
Oak  and  birch  trees  fringe  the  margin  of  the 
loch,  and  heath-clad  hills  rise  on  either  side,  while 
Ben  Lomond  towers  in  the  background.  Among 
objects  of  interest  near  are  Duchray  Castle,  cele- 
brated in  the  history  of  the  Grahams  ;  the  water- 
fall at  Ledard;  the  classic  Clachan  of  Aberfoyle, 


and  various  other  places  mentioned  in  "  Rob  Roy." 
First  Route :  By  l-ail  to  Aberfoyle ;  thence  hire  a 
few  miles,  passing  Gartmore  House,  Duchray, 
Aberfoyle,  &c.  Second  route  :  By  rail  to  Callan- 
der; thence  hire  fourteen  miles,  a  lovely  drive, 
passing  Loch  Ruskie,  Loch  Dhu,  Ruins  of  Red- 
noch  Castle,  Lake  of  Menteith,  Aberfoyle,  &c. 
Third  route :  By  rail  to  Balloch  or  Arrochar  and 
Tarbet ;  thence  by  steamer  on  Loch  Lomond  to 
Inversnaid ;  thence  hire  fifteen  miles,  passing 
Loch  Arklet,  Loch  Chon,  &c. 

Loch  a-Vealloch. — A  very  lonely  and  in- 
accessible loch  near  the  west  end  of  Loch  Errochd. 
It  belongs  to  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart.,  and  is 
preserved.  The  loch  contains  small  trout,  and 
almost  any  number  may  be  got  on  a  favour- 
able day.  They  will  take  any  fly,  as  they  rarely 
see  an  artificial  one.  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember are  the  best  months.  Dalwhinnie  is 
probably  the  best  place  to  live  at ;  but  the  angler 
who  attempts  to  fish  Loch  Vealloch  should  be 
able  and  willing  to  say,  with  young  Norman,  in 
the  "  Lady  of  the  Lake  : 

The  heath  this  night  must  be  my  bed, 
The  bracken  curtain  for  my  head, 

or  he  had  better  relinquish  the  idea  of  penetrating 
to  the  lonely  shores  of  the  loch.  The  Cam- 
chrierchan  Burn  flows  out  of  it  into  the  Errochd, 
flowing  from  Loch  Errochd.  Splendid  mountain 
scenery.  First  route  :  By  rail  to  Struan  ;  thence 
by  mail-gig  or  hire  to  Kinloch  Rannoch,  eleven 
miles ;  thence  hire  to  head  of  Loch  Rannoch, 
eleven  miles  (no  inn) ;  thence  walk  seven  or  eight 
miles  over  the  hills  (no  road).  Second  route  :  By 
rail  to  Rannoch ;  thence  a  long  walk.  Third 
route  :  By  rail  to  Dalwhinnie ;  thence  by  small 
boat  up  Loch  Errochd,  seventeen  miles — troll  for 
Salmo  ferox  all  the  way  (no  inn  at  the  top) ; 
thence  walk  a  few  miles  (no  road).  Accommoda- 
tion of  a  very  modest  sort  may  sometimes  be  got 
in  a  shepherd's  hut  at  the  head  of  Loch  Errochd. 

Loch  Bainie. — See  Loch  Schechernich. 

Loch  Balloch. — A  very  pretty  little  loch  about 
three  miles  from  Crieff,  and  two  from  Drummond 
Castle.  It  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Ancaster,  and 
cannot  be  fished  save  by  his  permission. 

Loch  Benachally. — A  good  little  loch  for 
trout  in  the  parish  of  Cluny,  and  about  six  and  a 
half  miles  north-east  from  Dunkeld.  It  belongs 
to  the  Duke  of  Atholl.  The  tenants  of  the  shoot- 
ings of  Riemore  and  Riechip  have  leave  to  fish  on 
it.  The  trout  run  about  four  to  a  lb.,  and  from 
101b.  to  151b.  is  a  good  day's  work.  The  loch  is 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  by  half  a  mile 
in  breadth.  June  and  July  are  the  best  months. 
The  scenery  is  hilly,  stretching  away  into  moor  on 
one  side.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dunkeld ;  thence 
hire  six  and  a  half  miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Stirlingshire. 

Balfron. — A  nice  village  in  the  west  of  Stirling- 
shire, and  a  station  on  the  North  British  Railway. 
There  is  hotel  accommodation  of  a  modest  kind, 
and  visitors  can  fish  the  Endi-ick  (sometimes). 

Bridge  of  Allan  is  a  fashionable  health 
resort  within  three  miles  of  Stirling.  It  is  beauti- 
fully situated,  and  is  much  frequented.  The 
Royal  Hotel  affords  accommodation,  and  visitors 
can  fish  the  Allan  and  the  Forth. 

Castlecary  is  a  small  village  in  Stirlingshire, 
and  a  station  on  the  North  British  Railway. 
Accommodation  of  a  modest  sort  can  be  got,  and 
visitors  can  fish  the  Bonny. 

Stirling  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
historically  interesting  towns  in  Scotland.  Its 
situation  is  also  lovely,  and  the  views  in  all 
directions  from  the  castle,  which  is  built  on  a 
steep  rock,  are  magnificent.  It  has  a  population 
of  16,895,  and  is  a  station  on  the  Caledonian  and 
North  British  Railways.  Visitors  to  Stirling  can 
fish  the  Forth  by  tickets,  which  can  be  procured 
from  the  tacksmen  of  the  salmon  net  fishings  on 
the  river. 

Strathblane  is  a  small  village  in  the  west  of 
Stirlingshire,  and  about  nine  miles  from  Glasgow. 
It  is  a  station  on  the  North  British  Railway. 
Visitors  can  fish  the  Blane. 

(To  be  continued.) 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  k. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  —  Geneeal  Remarks.  —  There 
has  been  very  little  done  amongst  the  trout  during  the 
last  week,  and  although  some  fish  in  places  have  been  seen 
on  the  move,  the  anglers  have  not  been  able  to  deal  with 
them.  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm.  of  Brentford,  has  made  a  very 
good  record  in  having  taken  eleven  fish  during  the  first 
month  in  the  season ;  and,  as  far  as  my  memory  serves  me, 
I  do  not  remember  anyone  who  has  accomplished  such  a 
result  before,  even  in  the  daj  s  of  Mr.  Bobert  King,  of 
Sheppertcn ;  or  Mr.  T.  R.  Dyer,  of  Chertsey,  who  at  one 
time  were  constantly  on  the  river  in  search  of  the  famous 
Thames  trout,  and  were  accomplished  sportsmen  ;  and  to 
the  credit  of  Charles  Hone  it  maybe  stated  that  altogether 
he  has  been  engaged  in  the  landing  of  thirteen  trout  during 
the  month  of  April ;  and  in  a  letter  I  had  from  my  friend, 
Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  in  referring  to  Charles  Hone,  he  says  : 
"  To  him  his  success  is  largely  owing,  as  he  thoroughly 
understands  the  river  and  the  fishing."  The  delay  in 
taking  the  swans  off  the  river  is  very  unfortunate, 
and  that  delay  does  not  rest  with  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society.  It  is  to  be  the  more 
regretted  on  account  of  the  very  large  amount 
of  spawn  the  perch  have  this  year  deposited.  One 
of  my  practical  correspondents  writes :  ' '  There  is  a  fine 
lot  of  perch  spawn  in  the  Walton  Sale,  and  a  swan's  nest 
on  the  island  iu  the  Sale,  so  good-bye  to  the  best  of  the 
spawn  there."  I  believe,  on  Monday  last,  according  to  a 
report  I  have  received,  "  Eighteen  of  the  swans  were  taken 
away  in  a  van."  The  roach  are  now  beginning  to  spawn, 
and,  as  my  correspondent  says,  "  The  ducks  are  eating  up 
the  spawn  as  fast  as  they  can  get  at  it "  ;  and  also  adds, 
"  There  was  a  nice  lot  of  perch  spawn  on  the  boughs  in 
the  back  water  at  Hampton  Court,  but  I  see  it  is  all  eaten 
up  by  the  ducks." — B. 

  (Datchet). —  John  Keene  writes:  "The  wind 

being  so  cold  there  has  not  been  much  done  here.  I  can 
only  report  the  capture  of  two  trout  by  Mr.  Thomas,  one 
of  41b.,  and  the  other  of  2Jlb.,  the  latter  being  returned 
to  the  river  again." — B. 

 (Hampton  Court). — William  Melbourne  says  : 

"  I  am  sorry  to  say  nothing  has  been  done  again 
this  week.  The  water  is  in  good  order,  and  there  has 
been  several  good  fish  seen  feeding.  There  is  a  great 
quantity  of  roaoh  and  barbel  drawing  up  to  the  back 
weir." — B. 

 (Kingston). — My  correspondent  tells  me  he  has 

not  heard  of  any  trout  being  taken,  but  he  has  seen  several 
good  fish  on  the  move.  The  roach  and  gudgeon  are 
beginning  to  head  up  at  Teddington.  The  water  is  in 
good  condition. — B. 

  (Shepperton).— George   Rosewell  writes :  "  I 

have  only  been  out  one  day  this  week,  and  the  first  for 
fourteen  days,  and  could  not  get  a  fish,  but  saw  a  very 
large  one  feeding,  and  hope  to  put  my  landing  net  under 
him  soon  for  one  of  my  customers.  I  have  some  very  tine 
fish  in  view,  and  hope  soon  to  get  some  of  them. — B. 

  (Staines). — Charles  Hone  writes :  "  I  was  out 

with  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm  on  Wednesday  in  last  week,  and 
caught  a  trout  of  51b. ,  and  the  next  day  one  of  3Jlb. — that 
makes  eleven  fish  to  his  credit ;  and  I  have  caught  thirteen 
altogether  this  season,  and  have  got  a  good  specimen  or 
two  labelled  weather  permitting."  Mr.  Gomm  tells  me  he 
has  since  taken  another  small  one,  which  he  carefully 
returned — B. 

 (Weybridge). — Major  Arthur|Terry,  on  Monday, 

caught  a  trout  of  5 jib.,  and  another  of  2 Jib. ;  and  on 
Wednesday  one  of  2^1b.,  the  two  latter  being  put  back 
again.  On  Thursday  morning  lie  got  another  of  3 Jib. , 
which  he  kindly  sent  for  my  acceptance. — B. 

 (Windsor  District).  —  Water  in  good  order, 

but  can  hear  of  no  trout  being  taken  during  the  past  week. 
Weather  has  been  cold  and  rough  ;  very  few  fish  moving. 
In  a  card  from  Hone,  of  Staines,  he  says :  "  Have  thirteen 
fish  to  date,  last  three  being  4Jlb.,  6|lb.,  3ilb." — B.  R.  B. 

Ancholme  District. — It  remains  rather  oold,  and 
there  is  not  a  very  good  hatch  out  of  aquatic  flies.  Land  flies 
show  up  much  better  in  the  bright  sunshine.  The  best  of 
these  at  present  is  the  Cowdung,  which  is  fine  and  bulky. 
The  Hawthorn  will  probably  be  on  by  the  time  this  is  in 
print.  I  have  never  seen  a  grannom  here,  and  the  Alder 
is  not  yet  out.  Some  further  stocking  of  local  brooks  both 
with  yearlings  and  fry  has  recently  taken  place.  Perch 
are  getting  on  well  with  spawning  in  the  main  river,  but 
roach  have  hardly  begun  operations  yet. — Thomas  Ford, 
Caistor. 

Avon  (Riugwood). — The  most  successful  day  of  the 
present  salmon  fishing  season  was  on  Saturday  last,  when 
no  less  than  six  splendid  fish  were  taken  by  rod  and  line. 
It  being  the  first  day  that  prawns  were  allowed  to  he  used, 
there  were  consequently  many  anglers  out.  Mr.  Goddard 
landed  two,  of  341b.  and  161b.  respectively  ;  whilst  Mr. 
Turner  Turner  t<  ok  ono  of  381b.  ;  Mr.  S.  N.  Pike,  one  of 
26£lb. ;  Mr.  FitzGerald,  one  of  26Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Cooper, 
one  of  241b.  Several  other  fish  were  hooked  but  not 
landed.    Mr.  Norman,  a  looalangler,  had  the  misfortune  to 

lose  two  fish. — Piscatorial. 

Coin  (Fairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  weather 
has  very  much  improved  during  the  past  fortnight,  and 
some  nice  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Coin.  Several  private 
fisheries  in  the  district  have  produced  some  nice  sport,  and 
so,  too,  ha«i  the  Bull  fishery  at  Fairford.  On  Friday  last 
T  saw  a  phenomenal  rise  about  2  o'clock,  near  the  town 
bridge.  I  should  think  thero  were  at  least  twenty  brace  of 
trout  madly  rising  at  the  Pale  Winged  Olive  Duns,  which 
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came  on  quite  in  small  clouds.  I  have  not  seen  such  a 
rise  at  Fairford  for  years,  and  the  re-stocking  in  '96  un- 
doubtedly had  something  to  do  with  this  extraordinary 
rise.  The  Red  Alder  has  been  on  thick  in  the  evening, 
and  the  Yellow  Dun  will  now  soon  be  up,  and  this,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Black  Hawthorn,  should  be  produc- 
tive of  good  sport. — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — During  the  past  week  the  baskets 
cf  trout  have  been  light.  Cold,  strong  winds  and  clear 
water  were  against  fishing,  although  most  of  the  anglers 
fish  fine  and  cirefully.  Moor  fishing  in  a  breeze  is  always 
good.  On  one  day  a  Bodmin  gentleman  and  his  two 
friends  took  between  them  over  120  trout.  A  fresh  run 
salmon  was  taken  on  the  Fowey,  but  it  was,  of  course, 
only  a  small  one.  The  best  flies  during  the  bright  sun- 
shine are  Maxwell  Blue  and  Maxwell  Red,  with  a  Coch-y- 
Bondhu  or  a  small  Blue  Upright  for  a  change. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham  and  Hoi  ton  Kirby).— 
Sport  has  been  poor  this  week,  partly  in  consequence  of 
the  cold  downstream  wind.  What  fish  have  been  taken 
were  had  chiefly  with  the  Blue  Dun,  fished  dry.  The  wet 
fly  does  not  seem  much  use,  though  the  weather  and 
water  are  both  suited  to  it.  I  have  taken  fish  both  with 
wet  and  dry,  but  not  many,  and  they  have  been  rather 
small  in  most  cases.  The  Wickham  and  the  Soldier 
Palmer  have  been  the  most  useful  among  the  "  wet  bobs.'.' 
The  prospects  are  not  bad,  as  there  is  no  chance  of  a 
scarcity  of  water  for  some  time. — J.  P.  T. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Most  of  the  rivers  have  fined 
down,  and  are  running  in  capital  volume.  Trout  fishing 
has  been  fairly  successful  in  the  North  Devon  streams, 
baskets  varying  up  to  two  dozen.  On  the  Otter  a  good 
deal  has  been  done  with  the  minnow ;  but  the 
best  report  is  from  the  Tamar,  where  two  rods  got 
eighty-three.  The  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart 
(Eggesford)  appear  to  be  affording  fine  sport  to 
fly  fishermen,  there  having  been  several  baskets  of  from 
one  to  two  dozen.  On  several  streams,  however,  the 
"minnowers"  are  holding  almost  entire  sway.  There 
appears  to  be  a  dearth  of  salmon  reports  from  all  over  the 
county,  showing  that  few  are  being  taken.  Several,  in- 
cluding one  of  191b.,  were  killed  in  the  Taw,  and  the 

I    season  at  Appledore  opened  well  on  Monday,  the  heaviest 

j    fish  weighing  221b. — Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Since  my  last  report  this  liver  has 
continued  to  run  low  and  clear,  which,  together  with  the 
cold  winds  and  rain,  has  made  good  angling  almost  out  of 

j  the  question.  The  catches  to  hand  are  :  Mr.  R.  Hay, 
seven  brace  ;  Mr.  Wm.  Collier,  six  brace ;  whilst  Dr. 
Cooper  and  Mr.  S.  Anderson  have  had  moderate  sport. — 

.  J.  JACK80N. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  is  still  unsettled, 
some  days  being  quite  genial  and  May-like,  whilst  others 
are  decidedly  wintry.  Rain  still  forms  the  chief  factor, 
and  rivers  have,  generally  speaking,  been  rather  off  colour 
for  the  fly.  Mr.  Jas.  Rowden  had  a  very  pretty  lot  of 
six  brace  of  trout  from  the  Creedy  a  day  or  two  since,  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Kelley  scored  several  decent  fish  on  the  same 
water.  The  last  named  has  been  enjoying  some  good  sport 
on  neighbouring  waters  during  past  week  or  two,  several 
of  his  fish  weighing  lib.  each,  and  over.  Blue  and  Yellow 
Duns,  Stone  Fly,  and  Halfstone  should  now  prove  a  good 
cast. — Red  Palmer. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— There 
is  some  little  show  of  pleasure  to  be  derived  from  the  fact 
that  May  in  many  cases  is  regarded  as  the  legitimate  com- 
mencing day  of  the  trout  season.  When  there  was  no  close 
time,  anglers  used  to  busy  themselves  with  roach  and 
tench  until  such  time  as  when  trout  would  rise,  or  the 
exigencies  of  spawning  called  the  fish  to  the  breeding 
grounds.  Indeed,  such  is  the  case  in  Norfolk,  and  what 
odds  ?  Near  to  the  city  I  saw  it  recorded  that  a  fish  of  the 
roach  species  had  been  caught,  scaling  31b.  7oz.  Even  in 
Lincolnshire  heavy  fish  have  been  recorded  from  the  drains. 
Surely  this  is  better  than  clearing  out  the  drains  wholesale 
for  stocking  purposes.  With  the  advent  of  May  we  shall 
hear  of  good  sport,  for  it  is  noticed  that  fish  are  on  the 
rise. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Such  places  as  the  length  of 
the  Idle  past  the  Rifle  Butts,  at  Retford,  have  lately  had 
some  attention  from  the  ledger  fishermen.  No  great 
amount  of  success  has  attended  on  their  efforts,  owing 
to  the  weedy  state  of  the  water,  when  a  decent  fish  has 
been  hooked.  According  to  instinct,  as  soon  as  a  fish  was 
hooked  he  made  for  the  weeds,  and  though  he  had  to 
contend  against  good  tackle  and  expert  fishermen,  he  is 
generally  said  to  have  had  the  best  of  it.  Otherwise  the 
week's  result  would  have  been  pleasing.  Other  waters 
are  open  to  subscribers  this  week,  and  doubtless  we  shall 
be  hearing  of  more  sport  on  the  ponds  and  lakes  of  the 
Dukery. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel  (North  Wales).— The 28th  ult. 

was  a  bright  warm  day  and  fifty -nine  fish,  weighing  401b., 
were  taken.  Messrs.  Standen  creeled  fourteen,  weighing 
101b. ;  Commander  Pulley,  ninteen,  121b.  8oz.  ;  Rev. 
Bateman,  seven,  51b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Ward,  three,  lib.  7oz.  ; 
and  Mr.  Stone,  fifteen,  91b.  2oz.  The  29th  was  another 
good  day,  but  there  was  no  breeze,  and  the  take  was  below 
the  average.  Thirty-five  fish,  weighing  24£lb.,  were  taken 
by  seven  rods.  Commander  Pulley  took  eleven,  weighing 
71b. ;  Rev.  Bateman,  eight,  41b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Stone,  two, 
31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Ward;  six,  31b.  9oz. ;  Messrs.  Standen, 
four,  31b. ;  and  Mr.  Lindsay,  four,  21b.  7oz.  The  best  fish 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Stone,  it  scaled  31b.  The  30th  was  a 
good  day  for  fishermen,  and  the  take  was  forty-six  fish, 
weighing  301b.  Mr.  Ward  took  ten  fish,  61b.  6oz. ;  Mr. 
Stone,  nine  fish,  51b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  Standen,  fourteen 
fish,  91b.  j  and  Mr.  Hodgson,  ten  fish,  Gib.  9oz. 
May  1  was  bright  and  warm,  and  forty-eight  fish, 
weighing  31Jlb.,  were  taken.  Mr.  Ward  took  nine, 
weighing  61b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Lindsay,  four,  31b. ;  Mr. 
Stone,  six,  41b. ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  nine,  51b. ;  Mr.  Standen, 
eleven,  81b. ;  and  Mr,  Hodgson,  nine,  51b.   The  3rd  was 


a  very  stormy  day,  and  the  lake  was  very  rough,  forty- 
three  fish,  weighing  301b.,  were  taken.  Messrs.  Garnett 
took  fifteen  fish,  101b.  12oz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  eight  fish, 
51b.  12oz. ;  Messrs.  Rolt,  three  fish,  21b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Standen, 
five  fish,  21b.  12oz.  ;  Mr.  Lindsay,  two  fish,  lib.  4oz. ; 
Mr.  O'Hanlon,  ten  fish,  71b.  7oz.  ,  Mr.  Ward,  eight  fish, 
51b.  8oz.  The  4th  was  another  cold,  stormy  day,  and  no 
good  .baskets  were  made.  The  total  catch  was  thirty- 
seven  fish,  weighing  22Jlb.  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  took  eight 
fish,  51b.  ;  Mr.  Standen,  seven  fish,  31b.  9oz. ;  Capt. 
Garnett,  three  fish,  lib.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Lindsay,  three  fish, 
21b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Hodgson,  four  fish,  21b.  8oz. ;  and  Mr. 
Ward,  three  fish,  21b.— Long  Drift. 

Lea. — Under  favourable  conditions — although  the  wind 
might  have  been  warmer— trout  fishing  on  Saturday  opened 
up  the  Lea.  The  water,  taken  all  round,  was  in  good 
order,  and  a  very  fair  number  of  anglers  availed  them- 
selves of  "  the  First,"  devoting  their  attention  principally, 
of  course,  to  the  upper  waters.  The  river  has  been  well 
patronised  since,  and  altogether  the  opening  week  as 
regards  sport  has,  for  this  river,  been  a  satisfactory  one. 
Several  nice  trout  have  been  landed  between  the  water- 
cress bed  swim,  Rye  House,  and  the  Pied  Bull  stream  at 
St.  Margaret's,  Mr.  Osment  securing,  while  spinning  at 
the  Black  Pool,  a  fine  fish  of  51b.  9oz.  Mr.  J. 
Hubbard  caught  a  trout  of  21b.  8oz.  ;  and  Mr. 
Hattemore,  one  of  lib.  8Joz.  It  is  thought  the 
two  latter  fish,  which  were  Loch  Levens,  were 
two  of  the  same  breed  turned  in  at  Rye  House 
by  Mr.  G.  Hoyle  about  two  and  a  half  years  ago.  Mr. 
Hoyle  saw  the  fish  himself,  and  was  of  that  opinion,  and 
seeing  how  fast  trout  grow  in  some  waters,  it  is  very  likely 
to  be  the  case.  Minnows  have  accounted  for  several  trout 
in  the  Ware  district  of  the  river,  and  at  Hertford  Mr. 
Tebbuth  has  taken  a  trout  of  31b.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  A.  Savage, 
one,  lib.  7oz. ;  Mr.  W.  Bullmore,  three ;  another  angler 
has  landed  a  2J-pounder  ;  while  higher  up  the  river,  Mr. 
Jefferys,  of  London,  has  captured  three  trout — 41b.  10oz., 
21b.,  and  lib.  2oz.  There  has  not  been  much  done  yet  at 
Broxbourne  or  Hoddesdon.  Mr.  Ellis,  a  member  of  the 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  has  caught  a  magnificent  trout 
in  the  Lea,  scaling  91b.  12oz. ,  but  the  locality  in  which  it  was 
taken  is  not  given .  The  trout  fishing  season  also  on  Saturday 
opened  on  the  tributary  Beane,  but  the  water  is  reported 
to  have  been  bright,  while  in  some  parts  a  good  deal  of 
rubbish  was  coming  down.  The  wind  was  rather  cold,  and 
not  much  fly  was  about.  A  good  many  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  stream,  and  up  to  the  time  of  writing  the  follow- 
ing captures  have  been  reported  :  Mr.  C.  Mead,  a  brace, 
heaviest,  21b.  7oz. ;  Mr.  E.  Chapman,  one  trout,  ljlb; 
Mr.  J.  Green,  two  brace,  but  only  one  sizeable,  l^lb. ; 
Mr.  W.  Garratt,  one  fish  ;  these  were  had  on  Saturday, 
while  on  the  following  day  Mr.  Green  again  caught  a 
l|lb.  fish ;  Mr.  Chapman,  one  of  lib.  4oz.  ;  Mr.  Grover, 
one,  ljlb;  and  another  local  angler  killed  one  of  l^lb. 
Eel  fishing  is  now  allowed  in  the  Lea,  the  new  regulation 
made  by  the  Conservancy  coming  into  force  on  Saturday. 
A  number  of  anglers  devoted  their  attention  to  the  eels, 
and  I  hear  of  them  being  caught  up  to  21b. — A.  R. 
Matthews. 

Leach  (Gloucestershire).  —  These  fishings,  all 
private,  fully  opened  on  May  1 .  Some  good  trout  have  been 
creeled.  Best  flies  :  Olive  Dun,  Olive  Quill  Gnat,  March 
Brown,  Hare's  Lug,  and  Red  Quill. — L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these 
streams  are  gone  down  and  cleared,  and  are  in  capital 
fishing  order.  The  weather  has  been  very  changeable — 
strong  winds  blowing  has  been  bad  for  good  angling. 
There  has  been  a  fair  number  <  f  anglers  out,  and  have 
used  Iron  Blue,  Cowdung,  Red  Palmer,  Stone  Fly,  March 
Brown,  and  Little  Brown,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have 
been  taken;  and  when  the  wind  goes  down  sport  should 
improve,  as  there  are  plenty  of  good  fish  in  this  part. 
The  Pinsley  is  in  good  fishing  order. — Gwynne. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— 
Rivers  are  in  fair  order,  yet  fishing  has  not  been  as  good 
as  anticipated.  Some  moderate  baskets  of  five  and  six 
brace  each  have  been  made  ;  but,  speaking  generally,  sport 
has  been  disappointing,  owing  no  doubt  in  a  great  measure 
to  the  prevalence  of  frost  by  night,  followed  by  bright 
days,  with  strong  cold  winds  from  N.W.  The  Alder  and 
Yellow  Dun  are  out,  though  not  taken.  These,  with  Grey 
Spinner,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown,  Rusty  Blue,  and  Stone 
Fly  should  be  best.  As  quickly  as  the  weather  becomes 
warmer  will  sport  improve. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Mid-Taw  (Eggesford).  —  River  now  in  grand  order, 
but  baskets  have  been  small  during  the  past  week  owing  to 
cold  winds.  Given  a  little  warmer  weather,  fishing  in  this 
water  should  be  now  at  its  best. — F.  A.  M. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers.  —  Weather  rather 
cold,  but  streams  in  beautiful  condition  for  tty  fishing. 
Duns  hatch  out  on  most  days  about  noon,  and  fish  are 
taken  with  Dark  Olives,  April  Duns,  and  occasionally 
March  Browns.  Brown  Bumble  has  accounted  for  some 
nice  trout,  and  a  couple  of  rods  on  the  Leek  and  Moorland 
Club  water  (Chutnet)  got  fish  up  to  fib.  Three  of  us 
aid  a  visit  to  Moddershall  trout  pools  last  week,  and  had 
ne  sport;  fish  up  to  lib.  were  taken,  the  larger  fellows 
coming  to  large  Fiery  Palmer,  but  some  not  disdaining  a 
Black  Gnat.  A  tremendous  storm  of  hail  fell  here  to-day, 
which  we  are  hoping  will  not  interfere  with  fishing, 
to-morrow  being  the  angling  holiday  of  many  people  in 
this  district. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— A  gentleman  stopping 
at  the  Kolle  Arms  Hotel  here  has  been  taking  some  good 
trout  on  the  preserved  water.  The  fish  are  now  getting 
into  prime  condition.  The  forenoon  is  still  the  best  time. 
Sea  fishing  has  now  started.  On  the  3rd  inst.  a  pollack  of 
101b.  and  another  of  71b  ,  besides  other  good  ones  between 
21b.  and  41b.  were  taken  in  the  evening  on  the  artificial 
bait.  A  few  large  mackerel  have  also  fallen  to  the  pollack 
lines. — Hkron. 

Otter  (Honiton). — Sport  has  been  of  a  satisfactory 
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nature  during  the  past  few  weeks,  some  good  sized  fish  in 
capital  condition  having  been  taken,  whilst  the  baskets 
have  varied  from  a  dozen  upwards.  The  artificial  minnow 
is  doing  good  service.  Fly  fishing  has,  however,  been 
placed  at  a  disadvantage  by  the  disturbing  of  the  water 
by  wading.  Anglers  with  the  minnow  give  the  fly  fisher- 
men a  poor  chance,  except  in  those  parts  where  restric- 
tions are  imposed. — Devonian. 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Rye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— These 
rivers  are  running  very  clear.  Although  the  cold  weather 
continues,  a  large  number  of  rods  are  out  in  the  dales 
every  day,  but  nothing  in  the  way  of  heavy  catches  are 
recorded.  The"  Upper  Derwent  club  waters  are  now  in  full 
swing,  and  the  Costa,  the  Pickering,  and  the  Helmsley 
clubs  have  commenced  operations.  The  celebrated 
Driffield  Club  opened  their  campaign  yesterday  (Tuesday). 
The  day  was  not  favourable  for  the  capture  of  the  big 
trout  for  which  this  water  is  famous,  though  Col.  Charles- 
worth  headed  the  list  with  five  and  a  half  brace  of  beauties. 
The  annual  dinner  and  gathering  of  members  took  place 
in  ihi  evening  at  the  Bell  Hotel,  Driffield. — Ronald. 

Plymouth. — A  decided  change  in  the'  weather  for  the 
better,  and  the  rivers  have  run  down  nice.  Peal  are 
running  up  in  all  the  rivers,  though  not,  of  course,  in 
great  numbers  yet.  A  gentleman  called  on  me  to-day 
who  has  been  fishing  in  the  north,  and  when  I  told  him 
the  price  of  our  tickets,  including  the  salmon  licence,  for 
the  whole  season  was  20s.,  which  would  include  the  Cad, 
Meavy,  a  portion  of  the  Plym,  Walkham,  and  Tavy,  he  was 
surprised.  He  is  a  landowner,  and  owns  several  miles  of 
river,  and  often  receives  a  present  of  a  dish  of  trout  or  a 
salmon  from  the  ticket-holders  that  fish  his  water.  1 
wondered  if  any  of  our  fishermen  had  ever  made  a  present 
or  sent  a  dish  of  fish  to  any  of  those  gentlemen  who  kindly 
give  us  permission  to  fish  in  their  private  rivers. — 
William  Hearder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  river  is  in  capital 
order,  and  trout  fishing  should  be  good  during  the  next 
few  days.  Cold  weather  has  militated  against  sport  of 
late,  and  very  few  anglers  have  commenced  fly  fishing. 
Spinning  is  invariably  the  most  popular  and  successful 
method  during  the  opening  months  of  the  season,  and  this 
year  the  votaries  of  this  branch  of  the  gentle  art  have  had 
an  exceptionally  good  time.  Directly  warmer  weather 
comes  round  the  fly  rods  will  be  out  in  force,  but.as  yet 
natural  flies  have  not  been  hatching  out  anything  like 
freely. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vjrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llany- 
mynech). — The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been 
very  unfavourable  for  angling,  to  the  great  disappoint- 
ment of  the  numerous  visitors  now  in  the  neighbourhood. 
In  addition  to  the  water  being  very  low  and  bright,  and 
consequently  disadvantageous  for  fly  fishing,  a  very  cold 
wind  has  also  prevailed ;  and  although  natural  flies  are 
very  plentiful  on  these  rivers,  very  few  trout  have  been 
observed  rising  to  them,  and  sport  on  the  whole  has  been 
very  indifferent  and  few  trout  have  bsen  taken,  and  none 
of  these  of  a  large  size.  The  flies  most  succes;ful  are  the 
Iron  Blue  Dun  and  the  Coch-y-bond.hu,  and  occasionally 
an  Alder  or  March  Brown.  In  the  Severn  the  best  sport 
is  being  had  by  spinning,  either  with  the  natural  or 
artificial  minnow. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.  — With  favourable 
weather,  streams  and  rivers  are  now  in  excellent  order. 
From  the  public  portion  of  the  Rother  a  few  good  trout 
have  been  taken,  a  nice  fish  of  lib.  7oz.  by  Mr.  Warren, 
on  Wednesday,  with  minnow.  Several  smaller  fish  were 
taken  early  in  the  week  from  the  preserved  portion  of  the 
river.  The  East  Sussex  tributaries  of  the  Ouse  have 
yielded  trout  up  to  jib.,  but  these  are  exceptional,  fish 
averaging  about  6oz.  Smelt  are  now  plentiful  in  the 
harbour.  Mr.  Geo.  Moore,  the  well-known  taxidermist 
of  Chichester,  has  taken  from  five  to  six  dozen  per  day, 
but  the  fish  run  small. — George  F.  Salter. 

Taw  (North  Devon).  —  Weather  very  cold,  wind 
N.W.,  and  water  clear  and  high.  The  season  has  been 
good ;  many  gentlemen  have  told  me  that  the  small 
brooks  which  for  years  have  been  dry  have  given  them 
some  good  sport.  A  gentleman  from  Ilfracombe  tells  me 
he  can  get  a  dozen  trout  of  an  evening  where  they  never 
expected  to  find  any.  This  week  my  son  caught  five  trout 
which  weighed  If  lb. ,  besides  others  of  lib.  The  natives  are 
surprised  to  find  trout  in  their  neighbourhood  in  so  small 
a  brook.  Some  gentlemen  have  taken  four  dozen,  and 
many  two  dozen  a  day,  besides  the  numerous  catches  of 
six  brace  of  good  fish.  The  net  fishermen  began  Monday 
for  salmon,  and  have  been  fairly  well  repaid;  the  rod. 
(salmon)  fishermen  have  not  done  so  well.  For  trout  the 
killers  are  Half  Stone,  Red  Upright,  Phea.sant  Tail,  and 
Rusty  Blue. — Rusty  Game. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  is 
very  low,  and  sport  very  poor  during  the  day,  but  some 
nice  takes  are  being  made  by  early  morning  and  late 
evening  fishing.  Good  baskets  were  made  with  the  minnow 
about  a  week  ago.    We  want  rain. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  continues 
to  run  clear  and  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice 
level.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  this  week  strong 
winds  have  been  blowing,  which  has  nade  it  difficult  for 
anglers  to  keep  the  lines  in  the  water.  Angling  has 
improved,  and  a  good  number  of  rods  have  been  out,  and 
used  Bine  Dun,  Cowdung,  Red  Palmer,  Olive  Dun,  iron 
Blue,  March  Brown,  Red  Spinner,  and  Stone  Fly. 
Bottom  fishers  have  tried  the  worm  with  success.  Artific  i  il 
minnow  fishing  is  improving,  and  good  fish  are  taken  with 
it.  The  water  below  Ludfoid  was  tried  on  Saturday,  and 
some  very  nice  tized  trout  were  landed  with  tho  March 
Brown  and  Stone  Fly.  Near  Ashford  a  good  dish  of  trout 
was  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun  and  Olive  Dun.  Fishing 
above  Ludford  Bridge  some  nice  sized  fish  have  been 
landed  this  week.  With  worm  under  Whitcliffe  sport  has 
been  good. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— The  water  in  this  district  is  still 
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running  clear  and  a  nice  height,  and  in  good  order  for 
angling.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  rough  winds 
have  prevailed,  and  anglers  have  had  a  difficulty  in  keeping 
the  flies  in  the  water.  The  fish  are  moving  well  at  the 
fly,  and  a  few  anglers  have  been  out,  and  with  mild 
weather  sport  will  be  good.  A  few  nice  trout  taken  with 
the  fly. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington). — River  in  fine  order  for  fly 
fishing.  On  Thursday,  April  29,  one  of  our  local  men  took 
thirty-four  trout  with  the  fly  in  a  brook  near  Torrington. 
He  filled  his  basket.  On  Monday,  the  3rd  in3t.,  thirty- 
s?ven  trout  were  taken  on  the  Potheridge  -water.  The 
parson,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Dolton,  called  and  told  me  his 
two  sons  had  been  home  for  their  holidays  and  caught 
about  200  trout  on  Lord  Clinton's  water,  near  New 
Bridge.   Many  salmon  have  been  seen  by  the  trout  fishers. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  Gloucestershire).  —  The 
weeds  have  been  nicely  cut  on  the  Swan  waters,  and  the 
river  is  in  grand  condition  for  trouting.  Canon  Golightly, 
Mr.  Reed,  Mr.  Aldham,  and  Mr.  Morgan  have  been  out, 
with  sport.  Canon  Golightly  reports  to  me  a  nice  catch 
on  Friday  of  four  and  a  half  brace.  Mr.  Reed  has  also 
had  some  interesting  sport.  Mr.  Wykeham  Martin  had  a 
nice  catch,  on  Friday,  of  six  and  a  half  brace  of  ^-pounders 
(all  of  which  were  returned),  on  the  Barnsley  waters,  and 
fished  with  wet  Olive  Dun.  A  dry  fly  man  close  by  did 
comparatively  little.  Mr.  Gibbs  has  killed  a  fine  trout  on 
the  Ablington  waters  adjoiuining  the  Swan  length.  Its 
weight  was  3 Jib.,  and  will  take  some  beating  on  the 
Upper  Coin. — Sherry  Spinner. 

Upper  Tamar. — The  streams  are  just  now  in  capital 
trim.  A  number  of  trout  were  taken  during  the  latter  part 
of  last  week.  Mr.  Stainton  basketed  fifteen  from  the  Bude 
stream.  The  Duns  and  grannom  have  been  very  success- 
ful. Two  anglers,  fishing  together,  secured  twenty-five 
nice  fish,  after  replacing  several ;  and  there  have  been 
several  good  baskets. — Devonian. 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  (Lincolnshire).— 
The  opening  of  May  weather  last  Saturday  was  very 
welcome  to  the  trout  fishers  of  the  Wold  district.  The 
streams  are  running  at  a  nice  height,  and  but  for  the  cold 
winds  there  would  have  ere  this  been  a  large  quantity  of 
aquatic  food,  on  the  most  of  which  the  fish  will  sport  in  the 
fine  weather.  Saturday  and  Tuesday  proved  to  be  two 
really  good  days,  and  one  or  two  decent  takes  recorded  the 
fish  were  got  in  a  sportsman  likefashion.  Three  and  four 
brace  are  among  the  best,  and  as  the  waters  are  mostly  fly 
only,  the  experts  are  to  be  congratulated.  If  the  weather 
continues  as  it  is,  there  will  be  some  decent  things  by  the 
end  of  the  week. — Luci. 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — Weather  very  unsuitable  for 
fishing.  Water  in  splendid  condition  for  trout,  but  too 
cold  to  bring  out  the  fly ;  minnow  fishing  best.  I  leam 
Lord  Chelmsford  caught  a  salmon  on  Glanwye  waters  on 
Monday  last.  There  is  every  prospect  of  good  sport  if  the 
weather  gets  warmer. — W.  B.  Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 
Carron,  Easter  Boss  (Ardgay,  N.B.).  —  The 

weather  has  been  very  cold  and  boisterous,  and  until  the 
middle  of  this  week  the  river  was  very  low.  Last  week 
Mr.  R.  T.  Coupland,  London,  fishing  the  Gruinards  water 
from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotel,  landed .  one  salmon  on 
Tuesday,  one  of  8Jlb.  on  Wednesday,  and  another 
weighing  "Jib.  on  Friday.  On  Saturday  the  same  angler 
got  a  trout  of  31b.  So  far  as  known,  this  was  all  the  sport 
of  the  week,  but  on  Friday  of  the  previous  week,  Mrs. 
Littlejohn,  of  Invercharron,  caught  a  91b.  salmon,  not 
included  in  last  report.  Monday,  this  week,  was  blank  ; 
but  on  Tuesday,  Mr.  George  Ross,  Braelangwell  Lodge, 
on  Mr.  Payne's  rod,  landed  a  salmon  of  71b. — B. 

Cnilfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford,  N.B.).— April  26,  Mr. 
Harvey,  fourteen  trout;  Major  Jameson,  forty-one  trout  ; 
Dr.  Paterson  and  Dr.  Clark,  seventeen  trout.  27th,  Dr. 
Paterson  ai.d  Dr.  Clark,  tixtj-  trout ;  Major  Jameson, 
eight  trout.  28th,  Mr.  Harvey,  twenty-nine  trout;  Major 
Jameson,  thirty-two  trout  ;  Dr.  Paterson  and  Dr.  Clark, 
twenty-nine  trout.  29th,  Mr.  Harvey,  three  trout,  weigh- 
ing .">f  lb.  ;  Dr.  Paterson  and  Dr.  Clark,  thirteen  trout. 
30th,  Mr.  Harvey,  nineteen  trout;  Major  Jameson,  four- 
teen trout  ;  Dr.  Paterson  and  Dr.  Clark,  twenty-nine 
trout.  May  1,  Mr.  Cobbett,  seven  trout;  Messrs.  Pile 
and  Macgregor,  fifty-one  trout. — J.  M.  F. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters  (I>ochinver,  Lairg,  N.B.). 
— Up  to  the  beginning  of  this  week  the  weather  has  for 
some  time  back  been  m03t  unfavourable  for  fishing. 
During  the  past  week,  however,  the  tidal  waters  yielded 
Hve  fine  sea  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  5  Jib.,  and  the 
whole  17Jlb.  On  the  Kirkaig,  Mr.  Frost  caught  a  yellow 
trout  of  lib.,  and  four  sea  trout  averaging  Jib.  each, 
besides  six  browu  trout.  On  river  Veyatie  he  had  seven 
trout,  3Jlb.  ;  and  on  Fewn  two  trout. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — Owing  to  the  protracted 
dry  state  of  the  weather  the  River  Deveron  is  rather  low 
and  clear  for  successful  angling,  and  with  keen  frosts  at 
night  fishing  has  been  falling  off.  Few  fish  are  entering 
the  river,  and  during  the  past  week  a  couple  of  boxes  has 
been  the  entire  catch.  A  number  of  kelts  are  lying  in  the 
pools  until  a  spate  takes  place  to  get  to  the  sea.  The  first 
grilse  of  the  season  was  killed  a  week  ago.  on  the  coast. 
It  was  taken  in  a  net  about  three  miles  to  £ho  west  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  Their  appearance  is  four  days  later 
than  that  of  la<(t  season. 

Docliart  (Perthshire). — Mr.  Anderson,  Chislehurst, 
out  from  Luib  Hotel,  Friday,  had  nine  trout  71b. — 
Donald  McNauohton. 

Inveran,  N.B. — Besides  the  spirt  of  Monday  iind 
Tuesday  of  last  week  already  reported,  the  following  has 
been  got  on  the  Shin  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel.  On  Thursday,  Miss  Evans  landed  a  91b.  salmon  on 
Homo  Pool.  <>n  Thursday.  Mr.  Evans  got  one  of  8Jlb.  on 
Little  Claratr ;  and  on  Friday  a  9-pounder  on  tame  cast. 
Weather  still  very  adverse  to  angling. 
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Isla  (Perthshire).— The  weather  is  still  too  cold, 
and  there  is  too  much  snow  on  the  hills  for  continuous 
good  fishing,  yet  on  the  milder  days  heavy  creels  of  trout 
in  very  fair  condition  have  to  be  recorded.  Last  week 
Messrs.  Ritchie  and  Robertson,  Edinburgh  ;  and  Messrs. 
Lyon  and  Innes,  Musselburgh,  had  good  sport.  The 
creel  of  the  season  has  been  made  by  Mr.  MePherson, 
Kirriermuir,  who  had  22|lb.  This  week  little  has  been 
done,  the  weather  being  quite  inclement  enough  for 
January. — Iasgair. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.).— During 
the  past  week  sport  fell  off  owing  to  bad  weather, 
nevertheless  a  few  nice  sea  trout  were  got  by  anglers  from 
Station  Hotel  — B. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar  Hotel).— Out 
from  Stronachlachar  Hotel  on  April  23,  Mr.  Thomson 
caught  twelve  trout,  and  Mr.  Gray  seven.  On  the  24th, 
Mr.  Goode  caught  five  trout ;  Mr.  Thomson,  eight ;  and 
Messrs.  Gray,  ten.  On  the  26th,  Mr.  Gray  caught  eleven 
trout;  Mr.  Thomson,  ten  trout;  Rev.  Mr.  Yarde,  eleven 
trout ;  and  Mr.  Dunsmure,  twenty-eight  beautiful  trout. 
On  the  28th,  Mr.  Thomson  ciught  seventeen  trout, 
heaviest  weighing  lib.  5oz. ;  Messrs.  Gray  ciught  nine 
trout ;  Major  Grinell,  four.  On  the  29th,  Mr.  Thomson 
ciught  eleven  trout,  weighing  91b.  On  the  30th,  Mr. 
Thomson  caught  sixteen  trout ;  and  Mr.  Goode,  nine.  The 
weather  has  become  quite  wintry  since  this  month  set  in, 
and  the  fish  are  not  rising  so  freely. — Hugh  McCuaig. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — The  past  week  has  been  one 
of  storm,  and  there  has  been  no  improvement  in  sport, 
which  continues  exceedingly  poor.  On  Tuesday  the 
Edinburgh  Cockburn  Club  competed,  when  one  of  the 
club  boats  had  to  seek  shelter  on  the  Castle  Island,  where 
the  anglers  were  compelled  to  remain  for  over  three  hours 
till  the  storm  abated.  The  first  prize  winners  at  the  club 
competitions  held  during  the  week  were  :  Messrs.  P.  D. 
Malloch  (Perth),  nineteen  trout,  101b.  9oz.  ;  G.  Hogg 
(Glasgow  Wanderers),  nine  trout,  61b.  14oz. ;  J.  D. 
Paterson  (Edinburgh  St.  Andrew),  four  trout,  31b.  7oz. ; 
Keith  (Midlothian),  two  trout,  lib.  8oz.  Mr.  Young 
(Aberdour)  brought  in  a  fine  basket  of  fifteen  trout, 
171b.  8oz.  Other  anglers  had  average  creels  of  two  and 
three  fish.  So  far  as  it  has  gone  the  season  has  proved 
among  the  worst  on  record.  The  number  of  trout  taken 
with  the  rod  was  only  459,  of  319jlb.,  compared  with  960 
last  year,  which  was  also  short  of  the  yield  of  the  four 
previous  years.  The  average  weight  of  the  fish  this  year 
has  only  once  been  as  low,  viz.,  in  1879.  The  small  catch 
is  due  entirely  to  the  exceedingly  unfavourable  weather 
we  have  had.  Nearly  all  the  fish  captured  were  landed 
with  fly. — Robert  Laing. 

Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).— The  weather 
has  been  too  stormy  for  successful  angling.  The  best 
baskets  since  last  reported  were  by  Mr.  John  MacPherson, 
Bridge  Hotel,  who  on  28th  ult.  made  a  basket  of  one  and 
a  half  dozen  trout,  6£lb. ;  and  on  Monday  this  week,  in  a 
few  hours,  thirteen  trout,  4Jlb. — B. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin).— April  28,  Dr.  Oliver,  two 
salmon,  181b.,  161b.  ;  Mr.  Sanderson,  one,  24lb.  29th, 
Mr.  Kendrew,  two,  201b.,  161b. ;  Mr.  Sanderson,  two, 
201b.,  161b.  30th,  Mr.  Haynes,  two,  201b,  171b.  ;  Mr. 
Kendrew,  two,  201b.,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Schwind,  two,  171b., 
141b.;  Mr.  Heathcote,  two,  191b.,  161b. ;  Mr.  Timbrell, 
one,  151b.  May  1,  Mr.  Haynes,  one,  141b.  ;  Mr.  Timbrell, 
one,  151b.  3rd,  Mr.  Dymoud,  one,  191b.  ;  Mr.  Kendrew, 
two,  171b.,  161b.;  Mr.  Haynes,  one,  181b.  4th,  Mr. 
Dymond,  one,  151b. — H.  Maisey. 

Lyon  (Portingall).— Gentlemen  fishing  the  river 
Lyon  from  the  Fortingall  Hotel  had  the  following  sport : 
April  21,  Mr.  J.  R.  Stewart,  two  salmon,  171b.  and  181b. 
26th,  Mr.  Longworth,  one,  151b. ;  Professor  Hardie  and 
brother  had  two  baskets  of  trout.  27th,  Professor  Hardie 
and  brother  had  two.  28th,  Professor  Hardie  had  forty- 
one  trout ;  Mr.  Longworth  had  ssven.  29th,  Mr.  J.  R.  H. 
Stewart  had  fifteen ;  Capt.  Paul  B.  Macphail,  twelve  ; 
Professor  Hardie  and  brother  had  two  baskets  of  trout; 
Mr.  J.  R.  H.  Stewart  had  ten  trout  ;  and  Mr.  Pike, 
thirteen.  May  3,  Mr.  Pike,  one  salmon,  151b.  River  in 
good  ply. — P.  B.  Macphail. 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— River 
still  very  low,  and  weather  most  unfavourable.  Since  last 
reported  the  following  sport  has  been  got :  On  Monday, 
last  week,  Mr.  Earle  Drax,  Bettyhill,  landed  two  salmon 
on  Beats  No.  2  and  3  ;  on  Tuesday,  Mrs.  Stibbard,  Syre 
Lodge,  got  two  on  No.  2 ;  and  on  Wednesday,  Major 
Burnell  Milnis,  Dalvina  Lodge,  had  one  on  No  L.  On 
Thursday,  Col.  Lane,  Dalvina  Lodge,  caught;  one  salmon 
on  No.  1 ;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnis,  one,  on  No.  2. 
Fiidiy  was  blank,  but  on  Saturday  Mr.  Earle  Drax  landed 
three  salmon  on  Nos.  1  and  2  ;  and  Col.  Lane,  one,  on 
No.  3.— B. 

North  East  of  Scotland. — The  past  week  has 
practically  seen  the  end  of  the  spring  fishing,  a  change  of 
lessees  where  that  takes  place,  and  the  advent  of  the  smolt 
season  on  the  tidal  waters.  The  weather  has  been  bluster- 
ing, with  heavy  showers  of  hail,  and,  on  the  whole,  much 
colder  than  during  the  last  week  of  April.  On  the  Braemar 
waters  Colonel  Moorland  is  getting  better  sport,  although 
fish  are  moving  into  these  parts  but  slowly.  On  the 
Balmoral  and  Ball  iter  reaches  sport  is  not  so  bright  has  as 
more  frequently  been  seen  at  this  season ;  but  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  below,  and  with  a  few  fresh  showers  they 
will  move  up,  which  in  the  meantime  thoy  are  not 
inclined  to  do,  from  the  exceedingly  low  temperature 
of  the  water — still  snow-fed  from  the  near  hills.  On 
the  Glentana  reaches,  Sir  W.  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and 
friends  are  landing  four  and  five  fisli  daily  of  average 
weights.  Sport  is  now  much  rifer  in  these  parts.  On  the 
Aboyne  reaches  epoit  still  continues  good.  Mr.  Whitelaw, 
during  the  last  few  days,  had  ono  of  OJlb.  and  one  of 
101b.  ;  whilo  the  gillie  had  three,  of  6lb.,  81b.,  and  71b. 
On  same  water,  Mr.  Letham  landed  two,  81b.  and  71b., 
and  one  of  71b. ;  Capt.  McNeal,  one  of  71b.  ;  and  Capt. 
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Frances,  two,  of  81b.  and  91b.  On  the  Lower  Dess,  Col. 
E.J.  Fryer  landed  four,  of  61b.,  71b.,  8Jlb.,  and  211b.  ;  while 
Mrs.  Pickering  had  one  of  91b.  on  Kincardine  water; 
and  Miss  Pickering,  one  of  8Jlb.  On  the  Borrowstone 
section,  John  Sharrit  creeled  one  of  71b. ;  and  Mr, 
Wm.  Blacklaws,  sen.,  one  of  91b.  On  the  Ballogie 
water,  Mr.  E.  Drummond  landed  four  fish;  scaling  61b., 
71b.,  81b.,  and  91b. ;  and  the  keeper,  on  Sluie,  one  of  61b. 
On  the  Carlogie  section,  Mr.  J.  C.  Halsam  landed  two,  of 
71b.  and  81b. ;  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson,  six,  scaling  from  61b. 
to  8Jlb.  On  the  Woodend  water,  Mr.  John  Moi  timer, 
for  Mr.  Wm.  Farnell  Watson,  had  twenty  fish  for  the 
week,  ranging  from  61b.  to  211b.  On  the  Blackhall 
section  (upper),  Mr.  Davis  finished  a  splendid  month's 
sport  with  three,  of  61b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  On  the  Blackhall 
Castle  water  and  Cairnton  sections  average  results  have 
been  got ;  while  Capt.  Gaskell,  on  the  Inchmarlo  reach, 
landed  six  fish  for  the  week,  ranging  from  81b.  to  101b. 
On  the  Invery  water  the  total  for  the  season  has  been 
fifty  fish,  mostly  to  the  rod  of  Gen.  Hills.  On  the  lower 
beats  the  same  prolific  sport  has  not  been  had,  but  results 
are  much  better  than  at  any  time  since  the  season  opened. 
On  the  Don  splendid  trout  fishing  is  being  enjoyed  daily, 
fish  being  on  the  whole  plentiful,  and  rising  freely  to  the 
March  Brown,  Hare's  Ear,  and  Professor.  On  the  Ythan, 
sea  trout  and  finnock  are  plentiful.  On  Saturday  last 
three  rods  had  141b.  sea  trout  on  the  Station  Hotel  water  ; 
while  Mr.  Hamilton,  Broughty  Ferry,  had  a  basket  of 
twenty-four  ttout  and  finnock  the  same  day.  On  Mon- 
day last,  the  Aberdeen  holiday,  anglers  were  out  in  force, 
and  some  splendid  baskets  were  male. — G.  M. 

South  Esk  (Forfar).— The  weather  of  this  week  has 
been  so  very  cold  that  little  has  been  done.  Last  week 
Mr.  A.  Dewar,  Dundee,  had  sixty-eight  trout,  which 
weighed  91b.  On  the  Prosen  tributary,  on  Monday,  ln- 
creeled  forty-seven  trout,  weighing  16Jlb.  ;  one  weighed 
lib.  14oz.,  the  others  ran  from  ilb.  to  lib.  The  water  was 
low  and  clear,  and  the  lure  used  was  fly. — Iasgair. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  sport  has  been  unusually 
poor  on  the  most  of  the  Border  rivers  this  week.  Sea 
trout  are  so  far  very  shy,  and  are  not  by  any  means 
plentiful.  As  a  rule,  the  end  of  May  is  at  a  close  before 
we  get  any  quantity  of  sea  trout  in  the  rivers,  and  as  a 
wise  friend  remarked  the  other  day,  "  They  are  wide 
awake,  and  able  to  take  care  of  themselves."  In  the 
higher  reaches  the  most  of  the  angler's  time  is  directed  to 
yellow  trout,  and  some  fair  baskets  have  been  taken  in 
some  of  the  rivers.  The  Annan. — In  the  Annan  several 
rods  have  been  out  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the  river,  but 
not  more  than  a  dozen  yellow  trout  have  been  secured  at 
a  fishing.  Salmon  fishing  is  now  at  an  end  until  the 
autumn.  The  Nith  and  Cairn. — These  rivers  are  only 
showing  moderate  sport  at  present.  Trout  hive  not  been 
rising^  at  all  well  on  account  of  the  cold  weather 
prevailing.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  waters  are 
up  a  little  and  inclined  to  be  off  in  colour.  Locb 
Okene.— On  Friday  last  Mr.  Hullett,  of  Moffatt,  and 
Messrs.  Richardson,  Newcastle,  had  fair  sport,  killing 
from  eleven  to  eighteen  yellow  trout  each.  St.  Mary's 
Loch. — Messrs.  Cox  Brothers,  from  Liverpool,  fished  this 
loch  last  week,  and  the  following  is  a  report  of  their 
sport :  On  the  26th,  eighteen  trout,  101b.  ;  27th,  seventeen 
trout,  7Jlb. ;  28th,  forty-six  trout,  161b.  ;  29th,  twenty- 
seven  trout,  121b.;  30th,  nineteen  trout,  6Jlb. ;  May  1, 
fifteen  trout,  61b. ;  total  weight,  581b.,  142  trout.  Loch 
Doon. — Mr.  Adimson,  of  Cumnock,  was  out  from  the 
Eglinton  Hotel  in  the  boat  on  this  loch,  and  killed  thirty- 
seven  yellow  trout.  On  Monday,  Messrs.  McLeod  and 
Wilson  had  fair  sport,  and  killed  thirty-four.  Several  - 
other  rods  similar  baskets.  Trout  generally  small,  three 
or  four  to  lib.,  occasionally  one  of  Jib.  and  Jib.— 
Heatherbell. 

Spey. — During  most  of  last  week  the  river  was  low  and 
clear,  with  frost  at  night,  so  that  conditions  were  not 
so  favourable  for  angling.    On  the  Carron  water,  on  i 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Grant  killed  two  salmon,  of  71b.  and  81b. 
On  the  Laggan  water,  on  Thursday,  Dr.  Cameron,  one  of 
71b.  and  a  grilse  of  41b. ;  while  on  the  Knockando  House  1 
water,  Mr.  Shand  killed  one  of  91b. ;  Dr.  Skinner,  of  ; 
Drumin,  also  killed  a  beauty  of  22Jlb.    From  the  Pitcroy 
Lodge  water,  Mr.  C.  M.  P.  Burn  landed  two,  of  71b.  and  • 
101b.,  both  newly  run.    Good  sea  trout  fishing  is  being  got  j 
on  the  Findhorn,  and  prospects  are  promising.  Among 
several  baskets  recorded  is  one  by  Mr.  Jas.  Burn,  Victoria 
Park,  consisting  of  fifteen  good  trout.  Net  fishings  on  the 
river  have  only  been  moderately  successful  during  the  1 
past  few  weeks. — J.  M. 

Taynuilt  Hotel  (Argyllshire).— I  am  glad  to  say 
that  at  last  the  Awe  is  in  fishing  order.    The  heavy  rain  1 
has  spoiledthe  springfishing  up  to  now.    Capt.  Beresford-  1 
Drummond  landed  a  nice  salmon  of  91b.  on  the  hotel  ] 
waters  of  the  Awe.    River  in  good  order. — D.  Mac- 

DONALD. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— Sport  on  these  rivers  during  ' 

the  past  ten  days  has  not  been  very  successful,  takes  of  i 

both  salmon  and  yellow  trout  having  fallen  off.    We  may  ; 

take  it  for  granted  that  the  spring  salmon  angling  season  I 

has  all  but  closed  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot.  The  trout  I 
angler,  too,  has  had  a  groat  deal  lighter  baskets,  and  this, 

no  doubt,  has  been  caused  by  the  cold  and  ungenial  weather,  j 
Tho  weather  to-day  (Wednesday)  is  cold,  but  with  bright 

sunshine  and  the  wind  from  the  north-west.    On  the  I 

Floors  Castle  lower  water  on  Thursday,  last  week,  J 
Mr.  Lucas,  London,  the  new  lessee,  killed  a  couple  of  fresh 
run  salmon,  81b.  and  91b.  each.    On  the  Floors  Castle 

upper  fastnesses,  the  lessee.  Mr.  J.  C.  Nix,  London,  on  j 

Tuesday,  killed  one,  61b.  On  the  Tillmouth  water  of  tho  1 
Tweed,  on  April  21,  the  keeper,  William  Stoddart,  killed 

a  salmon  of  61b. ;  and  on  May  3,  one  of  0 Jib.    On  tho  1 

Carbarn  and  Birgham  water  (Lord  Home's)  five  fish  have  4 

been  killed  lately.  On  April  28,  the  Earl  of  Romney,  on  j 
the  Cradle  and  Dritton  Point  casts,  had  salmon  of  611'. 

and  51b. ;  on  the  29th,  Richard  Arkwright,  Esc;.,  on  ] 
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the  lower  water,  one,  81b.;  on  the  30th,  the  Earl 
of  Romney,  one,  81b.;  and  on  May  1,  on  the  Bell 
Stane  cast,  a  grand  salmon  of  18Lb.  No  fishing  has 
taken  place  on  the  Bdnam  House  water  for  some  time 
back,  and  my  reports  for  the  week  from  Sprouston, 
Hendersyde,  and  Makerstown  are  not  yet  to  hand. 
Of  those  most  successful  in  the  trout  lino  were  :  Mr.  C. 
Farquharson,  Mr.  D.  Robson,  Mr.  J.  Hogg,  Mr.  T. 
Stewart,  Mr.  J.  Robson,  161b.;  Mr.  J.  Mabon,  Mr.  J. 
Thompson,  Mr.  J.  Masson,  Mr.  John  Murray,  Mr.  Wm. 
Tait,  Mr.  Adam  Denholm.  On  the  Kale,  on  Saturday 
last,  Mr.  TVKennedy,  of  Morebattle,  fishing  with  minnow, 
81b.  of  trout.  On  the  Blackadder.  during  the  past  week, 
fair  sport  has  been  had  by  Mr.  A.  Hogarth,  Mr.  D.  Leiteh, 
Mr.  R.  Lamb,  Mr.  A.  Moffat,  and  Mr.  J.  Tait.  Sheriff 
Rutherford,  Edinburgh,  has  also  had  several  nice  takes. 
Trout  angling  on  St.  Mary's  Loch  during  the  past  fort- 
night has  been  very  good.  On  the  16th  ult.,  Messrs. 
Evans,  McLaren,  and  Mr.  Wilson,  Leith,  had  91b.  Messrs. 
McCaull  and  Fraser,  Gordon  Arms  Hotel,  have  been, 
getting  good  sport.  From  "  Tibby  Shiels,"  on  April  30, 
Mr.  G.  Cox  and  Mr.  Liston  Cox  had  nineteen  trout ;  and 
on  May  1,  fifteen— for  the  week  they  had  a  total  of  142 
trout,  weighing  531b.  The  largest  salmon  of  the  season 
was  got  on  the  Yards  fishery  on  Tuesday,  and  weighed 
26Jib. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Ballin- 
derry  i3  in  nice  ply  for  fly  fishing,  but  so  cold  is  the  weather 
that  trout  do  not  seem  to  care  to  rise,  consequently  the 
minnow  accounted  for  the  majority  of  the  fish  killed  in  the 
past  few  days. — J.  A.  B. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork). — Sport  has  shown  a  decided 
improvement  since  last  report.  A  good  number  of  fish 
have  been  landed  on  the  different  por'ims  of  the  river, 
more  especially  below  Fermoy.  On  the  Ballyduff  fishery 
Mr.  J.  Sullivan,  28th  ult.,  two,  191b.  and  101b— W. 
Haynes  and  Son.  . 

Bundrowes. — Very  cold,  stormy  weather  during  all 
the  past  week,  and  in  consequence  few  anglers  were  out. 
Mr.  H.  G.  landed  one  salmon,  121b.,  on  27th  ult.  ;  and 
Mr.  H.  M.  took  another,  of  8£lb.,  on  29th  ult.— M.  Rogan 
and  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).— The  river  is 
in  goad  order  for  fishing.  In  the  past  week  Lord 
Macnaghten,  Sir  F.  E.  Macnaghten,  and  Mr.  G.  W. 
Young  had  several  fish  up  to  131b.  His  lordship  and  Mr. 
Charles  Macnaghten,  B.L.,  killed  eight  fish  in  one  day.  At 
Portbraden  fishery  eight  fish  were  taken,  and  at  Black- 
rock  and  Portballintrae  six  were  taken.  Trouting  is 
excellent. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake  (Waterville).— Bank  anglers  have 
had  good  sport.  On  Saturday  Mr.  O'Connor  landed 
three  dozen  brown  trout  in  about  five  hours,  and  a  Caher- 
daniel  angler  had  two  dozen  and  five.  Several  other 
good  baskets  were  had  since,  but  full  details  have  not  been 
recorded.  The  sea  trout  are  now  beginning  to  arrive,  but 
in  limited  numbers.  Those  fish,  however,  rarely  afford 
much  sport  on  this  water  until  about  the  middle  of  July, 
and  sport  is  at  its  best  a  day  or  two  after  the  floods  from 
the  mountains  in  the  autumn.  A  charge  of  5s.  per  rod 
per  day  is  now  made  for  angling  here,  and  tickets  on  pay 
ment  of  this  sum  can  be  obtained  at  the  Butlers'  Arms 
Bayview,  and  Southern  Hotels. — T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (Galway). — After  six  weeks  or_  more  of 
continuous  floods  the  Corrib  has  toned  down  into  better 
order,  but  although  several  fish  up  to  131b.  were  killed  by 
various  anglers,  sport  is  yet  handicapped  by  the  cold, 
cutting  winds,  hail,  and  snow  showers. — J.  A.  B. 

Erne. — This  river  was  less  or  more  discoloured  all  the 
past  week,  bat  is  getting  in  order  at  time  of  writing.  A 
few  trout  were  caught  on  Lough  Erne  within  the  past  few 
days  by  Capt.  the  Hon.  C.  Canning  and  Mr.  Speakman. 
— M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— On  Wednesday  Mr.  T.  J.  P. 
O'Connor  caught  four  dozen  brown  trout,  heaviest  31b. 
Many  other  anglers  were  nearly  equally  successful  on 
Thursday,  Saturday,  and  Monday  last,  but  it  would  take 
up  too  much  space  to  give  full  details.  Sea  trout  are  now 
coming  up,  but  these  fish  have  not  yet  pushed  further  up 
than  the  first  bridge.  On  Monday  evening  Mr.  Moriarty 
had  three  sea  trout,  141b.,  Ulb  ,  and  lib.,  on  the  Claret 
fly,  in  the  deep  pool  below  the  first  bridge  on  the  coming 
in  of  the  tide.  Salmon  are  reported  numerous  in  the 
tidal  waters.  These  fish  will  come  up  with  the  next 
flood. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork).— The  following  fish  have  been  landed 
during  the  past  week  :  On  Firville,  Mr.  F.  Barry,  13£lb., 
1141b.,  841b.,  81b.,  741b.,  71b.,  71b.,  61b.,  51b.  Oak  Grove, 
Mr.  T.  Crawshay,  2l|lb.,  134.1b.,  71b. ;  Capt.  Wheble,  111b., 
81b. ;  J.  Kelleher,  104.1b.,  91b.  On  Nettleville,  Col. 
Broderick,  84.1b.,  81b.,  81b. ;  Messrs.  Beamish,  91b.,  8£lb., 
81b.,  71b.,  71b.  On  Fargus,  H.  Austen,  111b.,  101b.,  94.1b., 
81b.,  71b. ;  G.  W.  Hobuon  (12th  Lancers),  101b.,  91b. ; 
Capt.  Hodge  (12th  Lancers),  101b.  Also  successful: 
Surgeon-Col.  Riordan,  81b.;  E.  Pike,  101b.,  81b.,  131b. ; 
Capt.  Hunt,  91b. ;  M.  Lyons,  91b.,  81b;  B.  C.  R.  Lanner 
(12th  Lancers),  121b. ;  Mr.  O'Leary,  81b. ;  S.  Haynes, 
81b.,  and  one  grilse,  41b.  ;  8.  Manning,  81b.,  101b.,  101b.  ; 
J.  Fitzgerald,  131b. ;  J.  H.  Gribble,  121b.— W.  Haynes 
and  Son. 

Lough  Conn  (Cloghans).— Weather  very  unsettled 
at  : present.  The  following  takes  are  reported:  Mr. 
John  Arkle,  in  twelve  days,  got  one  salmon  and  120 
trout,  average  lib.  each;  Mr.  John  Dickinson,  in  a 
week,  got  one  salmon  and  100  trout,  averaging  ljlb. ;  Dr. 
Smith  got  five  salmon,  averaging  101b.,  and  a  big  number 
of  trout ;  Mr.  Hampson  got  sixty  trout,  averaging  lib. ; 
Mr.  Walker  got  three  salmon  and  a  big  number  of  trout ; 
Mr.  Scroope  got  four  salmon  and  a  few  handsome  baskets 
of  trout.  The  lake  is  swarming  with  salmon.— Tom 
Clarke. 
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Lough  Melvin.— On  27th  ult.  Mr.  Troup  took  two 
salmonfof  81b.  and  91b.  ;  Mr.  F.  W.  Leaf,  on  same  day,  one 
salmon  81b  Mr.  Lister  took  two  salmon  on  28th  ult.  ot 
841b  and  101b.  Mr.  Troup  took  one  of  9|lb.  on  29th  ult.  ; 
and  on  same  day  Commander  May,  R.N.,  took  one  salmon 
of  81b  and  Col.  R.  B.  Wilson  took  another  ot  10£lb.  ;  and 
on  1st  'hist.  Col.  R.  B.  Wilson  took  another  salmon  of  81b. 
Trout  fishing  was  not  so  good  as  the  previous  week,  but 
this  was  owing  to  the  storm,  as  the  boats  could  not  stay 
out. — M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Lough  Neagh.— Pollan  fishing  continues  pretty  good, 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  trout  netting.  On  the 
Maine,  Bann,  Blackwater,  Sixmilewater,  and  other 
tributaries  trout  fishing  is  rather  dull  owing  to  the 
phenomenally  cold  weather.— J.  A.  B. 

Runagry  (Foxford).— Nine  days,  one^almon,  7Tlb. ; 
forty-two  trout,  6|llb,  largest  641b.,  51b.,  51b.,  41b.,3£lb,, 
31b.— Harry  Campbell. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Very 
little  angling  could  be  done  this  week  in  consequence  ot  the 
wild  weather  and  hail  showers.  Two  fine  ^spring  salmon 
have  been  taken  since  Saturday,  one,  of  371b.,  by  Capt. 
R  G.  Twiss,  Birdhill  House,  on  his  Parteen  water ;  and 
the  other,  331b.,  by  Dan  Ellis,  on  the  free  water.  Thomas 
Grimes  also  got  a  spring,  141b.,  on  the  free  water.  With 
better  weather  sport  will  surely  improve,  as  the  water  is 
now  in  fair  order.  Mr.  W.  Young,  D.L.,  Mrs.  Young,  and 
Miss  Young,  Brockley  Park,  Stradbally,  Queen's  Co., 
have  arrived  at  their  fishing  quarters,  Abbey  View, 
Killaloe,  for  the  salmon  and  trout  fishing  on  their 
preserves. — S.  J.  Hurle-.  . 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— The  weather  has  again 
become  rather  stormy,  with  showers  of  rain  and  hail,  but 
the  water  is  becoming  lower,  and  fishing  has  improved. 
On  Newgarden,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  killed,  28th, 
two  salmon,  161b.  and  301b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr. 
G.  C.  Williams  killed,  30th,  one  salmon,  ll^lb. ;  May  3, 
two  salmon,  12£lb.  and  151b.  ;  4th,  one  salmon,  30£lb.  On 
Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed,  28th,  one  salmon,  211b.  ; 
May  3  one  salmon,  121b.  ;  4th,  one  salmon,  111b.  On 
Prospect  Mr.  H.  C.  Lewis  killed;  May  4,  one  salmon, 
231b  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed,  28th,  one 
salmon,  17Jlb. ;  29th,  one  salmon,  1341b.  ;  May  1,  one 
sxlmon,  101b.  On  Woodlands,  Mrs.  Jones  killed,  30th, 
two  salmon,  91b.  and  20lb.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  H. 
Tinsley  killed,  May  1,  one  silmon,  111b. ;  3rd,  one  salmon, 
91b.  On  the  Worldsend,  Mr.  C.  Vansittart  killed,  28th, 
one  salmon,  264.1b.  ;  30th,  one  salmon,  24£lb.— John 
Enright  and  Son.  .  . 

Strule  (Omagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Strule  is  in 
pretty  good  order.  On  the  sections  behind  the  Depot, 
Royal  Inniskilling  Fusiliers,  several  good  baskets  were 
taken  by  the  men  ;  and  Patrick  Mathers  (the  crack  fisher) 
had  several  good  takes,  averaging  from  51b.  to  121b.  a  day. 
On  the  Fairy  water,  Camowen,  Owenreagh,  and  other 
tributaries,  trouting  was  pretty  good.— J .  A.  B. 

Waterville  (co.  Kerry).— Salmon  continue  to  arrive 
from  the  sea  in  large  numbers  for  this  time  of  the  year, 
and  the  first  runs  of  sei  trout  (locally  called  spring  trout) 
pushed  up  on  Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday  last. 
Those  taken  at  the  weir  average  fully  21b.  in  weight. 
Brown  trout  fishers  had  fine  sport  during  the  week  at 
Carrigroe,  the  "White  Wall,"  and  the  Bridge.  The 
heaviest  fish  scaled  241b.,  and  was  had  with  the  fly  by  Mr. 
P.  J.  O'Shea,  at  Carrigroe  Point,  on  Monday.— T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Salmon  angling  on  these 
waters  has  been  pretty  good  since  last  report.  Brown 
trout  fishing,  on  the  other  hand,  has  declined,  no  lures 
being  anyway  successful  in  enticing  those  fish  from  under- 
neath the  banks,  where  they  have  gone  sulking  since  the 
bright  weather  appeared  with  the  advent  of  May.  Pros- 
pects improving  at  time  of  writing. — T.  J.  D. 


ANGLERS'  BENEVOLENT  SOCIETY. 

TENTH  LEA  COMPETITION. 
The  distribution  of  prizes  won  in  the  late  Lea  Com- 
petition were  distributed  at  the  Spread  Eagle,  Kingsland- 
road,  Shoreditch,  on  Tuesday  evening  last. 

Winners.  Prize  Donors. 

1.  W.  Stone  (St.  Thomas)   Sowerbutts. 

2.  F.  Renn  (Wenlock)     Angler. 

3.  J.  Payne  (United)   G.  Merry. 

4.  J.  Osborne  (Great  Northern)   G.  H.  Wood. 

5.  G.  Jeffreys  (Enterprise)   W.  Black. 

6.  J.  Lambarth  (Amicable  Waltonians)  F.  Vanhegan. 

7.  J.  Hurell  (Convivial)   ....  Izaak  Walton. 

8.  J.  Anderson  (Cambridge  Heath)  ...  South  London. 

9.  J.  Wheelhouse  ( Blackfriars )    Olive  Branch. 

10.  J.  Grist  (Lychnobite)   North  London. 

11.  G.  Watling  (Amicable  Waltonians)  J.  Leviue. 

12.  G.  Etherington  (Peckham  Brothers)  Good  Intent. 

13.  W.  Gordon  (Wellington)  St.  John's. 

14.  F.  Harding  (Amicable  Brothers)  ...  Dalston. 

15.  C.  Robinson  (Dalston)   Foxall. 

16.  W.  Yeowell  (Albion  Brothers)      ...  Ramsden. 

17.  F.  Mandry  (Westminster)    Peek  and  Son. 

18.  H.  Palmer  (Anchor  and  Hope)     ...  F.  Newton. 

19.  F.  Porter  (Prince  of  Wales)   "  Trent  Otter." 

20.  R.  Sharpless  (Blackfriars)    J.  W.  Hatton. 

21.  W.  Black  (North  London)    W.  Dennis. 

22.  G.  Beaumont  (Walthamstow)  Westminster. 

23.  S.  Shorey  (Amicable  Waltonians) ...  Fishing  Gazette. 

24.  H.  Holt  (Peckham  Brothers)   Abrahams. 

25.  J.  Pennell  (Royal  George)   Burkett. 

26.  J.  Bedford  (Anchor  and  Hope)     ...  Lady  of  the  Lake. 

27.  R.  Blade  (Globe)  J.Smith. 

Mr.  J.  Hnrrell  won  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris's  prize  with  the 
largest  roach.  The  sum  of  9s.  3d.  was  collected  for  the 
A.B.S.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  S.  Malby  (secretary)  and 
Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf  (chairman)  terminated  the  proceedings. 

J.  H.  Ghurney. 


Unglmg  flutes. 

Slay  10.  ■ 

Amicable  Waltonians  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Clapham  Junction  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
Great  Northern  Brothers :  Benefit  concert. 
Hearts  of  Oak  :  Supper. 
Jolly  Butchers  :  Annual  dinner. 
Rose  and  Crown  :  Distribution. 
May  11. 
Brunswick  Brothers  :  Supper. 
Clapham  Strollers :  Supper. 
Crown  and  Buckland  :  Visit. 
Dalston  :  Annual  dinner. 
Enterprise  Rovers  :  Annual  supper. 
Seymour  Brothers:  Annual  dinner. 
United  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
May  12. 
Bostonians :  Annual  distribution. 
Cobden  :  Annual  dinner. 
Enterprise  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
Royal  George  :  Annual  supper. 
Walworth  Waltonians :  Annual  dinner. 
Walthamstow  Brothers :  Visit. 
May  13 
Enterprise  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
Hatcham  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
New  Albim  Piscatorials  :  Distribution. 
Sundial :  Supper  and  distribution. 
United  Old  Friends  :  Supper. 


May  16.—' 

.,  16.- 

,  16.- 

,  17.- 

,  18.- 

.  18.- 

„  18.- 

.,  18, 

,,  18, 

„  18.- 

„  19, 

,,  19, 

„  19-- 

„  20, 

„  20, 

„  20, 

,,  20, 

„  20, 

„  24.- 

„  24, 

»  25. 

„  25, 

„  25, 

„  26, 

„  26. 

„  26. 

„  26. 

27. 

„  27. 

„  29. 

„  31 


•Islington  Brothers  :  Annual  outing. 
■North  Lambeth :  Annual  dinner. 
Second  Sxirrey  :  Annual  dinner. 
•Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Visit. 
•Battersea  Friendly :  Annual  supper. 
•Blackfriars  :  Annual  dinner.  • 
•Lincoln :  Supper  and  distribution. 
■Phoenix:  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Dinner. 
-Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Canning  Town  :  Distribution. 
-Forest  Gate  :  Distribution. 
-Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
-Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Annual  supper: 
-Original  Alexandra  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Peckham  Brothers :  Annual  dinner. 
-Wenlock:  Distribution. 
-Canning  Town :  Visit. 
-Collingwood :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
-Highbury :  Annual  dinner. 
-Waggoners  :  Distribution. 
-Amicable  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
-Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 
-Dalston  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 
-Sharp  Waltonians  :  Annual  supper. 
—Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
■New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
•Cobden :  A.B.S.  concert. 
— Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Supper  and  distribution. 


Clubs 


We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked    Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association. — The  association  have  rented 
two  more  new  fisheries,  one  at  Bures  and  one  at  Worm- 
ingford,  for  the  use  of  its  members.  The  committee  are 
negotiating  for  several  other  fisheries.  The  monthly 
finance  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday 
evening  next,  at  7.30,  and  the  general  committee  at 
8.30. — R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— I  beg  to  acknow- 
ledge with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £3  2s.  6d.  Globe,  £2 
Izaak  Walton,  £1  lis.  8d.  Cambridge  Heath  Brothers 
A.S.  Collected  at  the  Unity  meeting  Hoxton  Brothers 
14s.,  and  9s.  3d.  at  the  competition  prize  distribution, 
10s.  from  F.  G.  Cotterell  (South  London  A.S. ),  annual 
subscription;  and£lls.  A.  Pitney  (Olive  Branch  A.S. ),  life 
membership.  The  next  committee  meeting  will  take  place 
on  Friday  evening,  May  14.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society— Lea  Competition 
—Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
10s.  from  the  Allason  United,  and  Islington  Brothers,  2s. 
Secretaries  will  oblige  by  sending  in  their  returns— cash  or 
unsold  tickets — as  soon  as  possible,  as  1  wish  to  settle  the 
affair  speedily— S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Duke  of  Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— 
The  seventh  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  at  headquarters  on  Tuesday,  May  4,  a  large 
number  of  members  and  friends  being  present.  Due 
justice  having  been  done  to  the  dinner,  the  cloth  was 
removed,  and  our  worthy  chairman,  Mr.  C.  J.  Carter, 
proceeded,  as  usual,  with  harmony,  and  Messrs.  Riohards, 
Turner,  H.  Brassington,  Shand,  J.  Hardie,  Fred  Steptoe, 
and  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole.  The  chairman  then  dis- 
tributed tho  past  season's  prizes.  Amongst  the  winners 
were  Arthur  Clirke,  G.  Blades,  Ben  Abrahams,  C.  Turner, 
G.  Prouten,  Ruggett,  H.  Smith,  Webb,  II.  Slack, 
Marchant,  Green,  H.  Challen,  Taylor,  Barlow,  Vance,  and 
Leslie  Jackson.    Following  on  the  presentation,  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Carter  offered  prizes  for  the  coming  season.  New 
members  will  be  welcomed.  We  shall  shortly  revise  our 
old  rales,  and  add  some  new  ones.  To  all  donors  of  past 
season,  and  forthcoming  season  prize  givers,  we  tender  our 
best  thanks,  not  forgetting  our  good  host  Boncey,  and 
Mr.  Phil  Phillips,  who  gave  his  services  at  the  piano.  The 
toast  was  also  drunk  of  the  above,  also  to  Ben.  Mr.  Carter 
ably  spoke  of  Ben's  indefatigable  services  as  their  captain 
and  secretary.  Mr.  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  responded  to  the 
toast  of  "  The  Press."  The  evening  was  passed  in 
harmony,  and  was  in  every  way  a  most  pleasant  one.  A 
special  meeting  for  the  revision  cf  the  rules  will  be  held  on 
May  12.  Another  member  (Mr.  F.  Brown)  has  been 
elected. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald  Faced 
Stag,  Worship-street,  Finsbury. — On  May  2  several 
members  were  out  for  trout,  Mr.  Harris  being  successful 
with  a  nice  fish  from  the  Lea.  Wednesday,  the  5th,  good 
meeting.  Annual  supper  arranged  for  Wednesday,  May 
26,  and  distribution  June  9.  Will  donors  of  prizes  please 
forward  same  as  soon  as  convenient  ? — F.  G.  Hutchins. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince 
Arthur,  Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  supper  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  31. 
Tickets,  2s.  Cd.  I  wish  to  inform  members  that  sub- 
scriptions started  on  Wednesday  last.  I  should  like  to  see 
all  members  attend  regularly  in  the  future. — J.  K. 

Anglers'  Pride  Angling  Society,  Princess  of 
Wales,  South-street,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  annual  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  June  1,  at  the 
Duke  of  Suffolk,  Brandon-street,  Walworth,  Mr.  G.  H. 
Sheppard  in  the  chair.  Will  members  and  friends  kindly 
send  in  their  prizes  as  soon  as  possible  ?  We  open  our  new 
club-room  on  May  19.— A.  Cornish. 

Bloomsbnry  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Rose 
and  Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  Members  are 
requested  to  attend  on  Wednesday  next,  May  12th, 
without  fail.  The  twenty-fifth  annual  supper  takes  place 
on  Thursday,  May  20.  On  this  occasion  the  chair  will  be 
occupied  by  Mr.  K.  Lummes,  supported  by  Mr.  D.  Warren. 
Will  members  a^d  friends  who  have  promised  prizes 
kindly  forward  the  same  and  oblige  ? — T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — The  annual 
presentation  of  prizes  and  concert  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  12tb.  Shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
prizes  promised  not  later  than  May  9.  On  April  30  Mr. 
Ward  brought  up  a  nice  take  of  trout. — J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Cherry 
Tree,  Brunswick-road,  Bromley-by-Bow,  B.. —  At  our 
general  meeting  last  Tuesday,  it  was  decided  that  our 
supper  take  place  at  the  above  house  next  Tuesday  even- 
ing, May  11,  at  8  o'clock  sharp;  a  concert  follows. 
Brother  anglers  and  their  friends  will  be  welcomed. — J. 
Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 

The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge 
Heath. — Our  return  visit  on  the  3rd  was  a  success, 
thirteen  clubs  being  represented.  During  the  evening  the 
chair  was  occupied  by  several  well-known  anglers,  the 
room  being  comfortably  filled.  I  have  to  thank  all  gentle- 
men who  favoured  us  with  their  company  on  May  3.  Mr. 
Hubbard  weighed-in  a  trout,  21b.,  from  the  river  Lea. — R. 
Hubbard. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of 
Salisbury,  Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Our  return 
visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  District  will  take  place  at  the 
above  house  on  Monday,  May  24,  when  anglers  and  friends 
will  receive  a  hearty  welcome.  The  annual  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  19.  I  hope 
members  will  please  send  in  their  prizes  on  or  before  that 
date.  Ne  member  to  receive  a  prize  unless  he  is  clear  on 
the  books. 


Clapham  Junction    Angling    Society.  The 

Clarence,  Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — 

Our  twenty-third  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  placa  on  Monday,  May  10.  Dinner  on  table 
at  8  p.m.  punctually.     Tickets,  2s.  Od.  eich. — G.  T. 

Jameson, 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  North- 
wold-road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — On  May  2  our  members 
were  out  trout  fishing,  when  Mr.  Osment  landed  a  very 
nice  fish  of  51b.  9oz.,  which  is  ia  the  hands  of  Mr.  Hesse 
for  preservation.  On  Tuesday  next  I  should  like  to  see 
all  members  present,  as  it  is  a  special  meeting  to  elect 
officers,  also  arrange  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes. 
Will  members  please  refer  to  Rule  10  ? — E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road,  W.— The 
seventeenth  anjiual  dinner  of  the  above  society  will  take 
place  on  Mav  12,  and  also  distribution  of  prizes.  1  hope 
members  and  those  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes 
will  piy  them  in  by  next  Tuesday.  Our  third  annual 
cmcerb  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  will  tike  place  on  Saturday, 
May  29.  Members  can  have  tickets  for  same  at  once. — 
T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms, 
Stamford-street,  Blackfriars,  S.E.  —  Our  sea  outing 
resulted  as  follows  :  Mr.  Ash,  first,  also  winning  two 
specified  prizes  ;  Mr.  Kobett,  second :  Mr.  Ball,  third ; 
Mr.  Poole,  fourth ;  Mr.  Sorge,  fifth  ;  Mr.  Malachi  and 
Mr.  Tyerman,  also  weighed-in.  Will  all  members  please 
attend  next  Wednesday  to  elect  the  officers  for  next 
season,  and  also  to  settle  up  prizeg  and  clear  the  books,  as 
next  Wednesday  is  the  beginning  of  our  second  year  ? — 
W.  Ash. 

Crown   and  Buckland   Piscatorial  Society, 

Middlesex  Arms,  34,  Clerken well-green,  E.C. —  Our 
return  visit  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next,  11th  inst.,  when  I 
hope  to  see  a  good  muster.  The  annual  general  meeting 
of  the  society  will  be  held  on  Wednesday  next.  Will  all 
members  attend  early  for  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year,  to  settle  place  for  the  dinner,  and  other 
business  of  importance  ?  Our  prize  distribution  will  take 
place  on  May  26.  I  shall  be  glad  if  those  gentlemen  who 
have  promised  prizes  will  send  them  on  as  early  as  possible. 
— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms, 
Brownlow-street,  Dalston. — On  May  4  there  was  a  fair 
attendance,  and  some  important  items  were  discussed  and 
carried.  Members  who  wish  to  be  present  at  the  annual 
dinner  on  the  11th  must  notify  me  their  intention  not 
later  than  May  9. — S.  Malby. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Half  Way  House, 
Earlsfield-road,  S.W. — The  above  society  held  their 
eleventh  annual  dinner  and  presentation  of  prizes  on 
May  5,  when  a  large  and  select  company  sat  down  to  a 
dinner,  which  was  ably  presided  over  by  the  president,  Mr. 
Keepiu  ;  Mr.  Gathercole,  vice-president,  being  in  the  vice- 
chair.  The  dinner  and  concert,  which  followed,  was  one 
of  the  most  successful  that  has  been  held  by  the  society. 
The  programme  included  such  well  known  names  as  Mr. 
Tom  Simmonds,  Mr.  Tom  Lynes,  Mr.  Fred  Edwards, 
Arthur  Burgin,  and  Messrs.  Willis  and  Harding.  The 
secretary  had  a  very  favourable  balance-sheet,  as,  after 
meeting  all  liabilities  (including  prize  list,  £14)  they  still 
have  a  balance  to  the  good  of  £19  15s.  Ten  new  members 
were  made,  and  a  very  pleasant  evening  spent. — A. 
Traquair. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High 
Cross-road,  South  Tottenham. — A  grand  concert  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  will  be  held  at  the  above  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  12,  at  8  o'clock.  All  fishing  clubs  are 
cordially  invited. — J.  Unsworth. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Manchee 
House,  South  Tottenham. — The  annual  supper  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday,  May  11. — J.  Kipp. 


Poley  Angling  Society,  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Great  Barlow-street,  Marylebone. — On  April  29  our  return 
visit  took  place  on  the  A. A.  List,  fifteen  clubs  being 
represented.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The 
A.M.  box  contained  the  sum  of  £1  3s. — H.  Morris. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London 
Trades  Club,  37,  Howland-street. — The  members  have 
decided  to  remove  to  the  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Union-street, 
W.,  on  the  25th  inst.  It  is  kept  by  Mr.  W.  King,  who  is 
himself  an  ardent  and  most  successful  angler.  The  bar 
contains  some  splendid  specimen  fish.  The  annual  supper 
of  the  club  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Tuesday, 
June  1,  at  8.30  p.m.  Will  members  kindly  attend  next 
Tuesday,  as  it  is  necessary  that  the  secretary  should  know 
how  many  will  attend  the  supper.  There  is  now  every 
chance  of  the  society  increasing  its  strength  if  members 
will  only  show  a  little  energy,  and  give  the  officials  some 
encouragement  by  attending  the  weekly  meetings. — J.  G. 
Lawkord. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn, 
Church-street,  Shoreditcn. — Several  members  were  out  at 
the  week-end  trout  fishing,  but  not  successful.  Our 
distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  1 . 
I  trust  all  members  and  friends  will  please  forward  prizes 
on  in  good  time. — R.  Murphy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  the  Morden  Arms, 
Circus-street,  Greenwich,  S.E. — At  a  special  meeting, 
held  at  the  clubhouse  on  Wednesday,  April  28,  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  that  the  following  b3  the  measure- 
ments of  fish  and  assumed  weight  to  be  taken  by  our  mem- 
bers in  all  competitions  for  the  future,  viz.  :  Jack,  24in. , 
41b.;  trout  (Thames),  18in.,  21b.  8oz. ;  barbel,  18in., 
21b.  4oz. ;  carp,  16in.,  21b. ;  bream,  I6in.,  lib.  8oz. ;  chub, 
14in.,  lib.  4oz.  ;  tench,  12in.,  lib.  2oz. ;  perch,  10in.,  8oz. ; 
roach,  10in.,  7oz.  ;  grayling,  10in.,  7oz. ;  trout,  brook, 
llin.,  7oz. ;  dace,  Kin.,  5oz.  ;  gulgeon,  6in.  The  following 
members  were  present  :  ■  Messrs.  Church  (chairman), 
Young,  Windred,  Freake,  Steer,  Marshall,  Hearn,  Wack, 
Frenca,  Burgess,  Holding,  Dupere,  Clarke,  Girton,  and 
Dryden.    Two  new  members  were  elected. — J.  Dryden. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern, 
Masons'  Avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C. — Ordinary  meet- 
ing, Mr.  R.  Snare  in  the  chair,  and  a  good  attendance. 
Mr.  Tayler  reported  having  taken  several  trout  about  lib., 
and  Mr.  Ellis  a  fine  Lea  trout  of  91b.  12oz.  Mr.  Parker 
opened  a  discussion  on  the  question  of  amalgamation ,  and 
moved  the  following  resolution  :  "  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  meeting  it  is  desirable  that  the  interests  of  London 
anglers  should  be  protected  and  directed  by  only  one 
association."  This  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Mark  Davies, 
but,  after  discussion,  they  agreed  to  withdraw  same  with 
consent  of  the  meeting.  Mr.  Close  then  moved,  and  Mr. 
Connellan  seconded  :  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting 
amalgamation  is  desirable,  and  with  a  view  thereto, 
suggest  that  the  executives  of  the  two  associations  should 
meet  and  formulate  a  scheme,  having  for  its  basis  the 
interests  of  London  anglers."  This  was  carried  unani- 
mously. Mr.  Bramley  reported  upon  the  water  he  had 
been  asked  to  obtain  particulars  of.  It  was  decided  to 
send  one  guinea  to  the  Thames  Valley  Model  Fund  for  the 
Imperial  Institute  Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition. 


A  Great  Injustice  is  very  often  done  because  some  sell- 
assertive  people  imagine  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  make  an  error. 
Shakespeare  must  have  made  an  analytical  study  of  the  human 
heart  before  he  uttered  those  warning  words  "  Man  know  thyself, 
then  others  learn  to  know."  This  is  a  lesson  we  should  all  try 
and  perfect  ourselves  in,  and  when  this  has  been  done  we  have  i» 
face  the  significant  fact  that  unless  we  cultivate  good  health, 
prosperity  and  happiness  cannot  abide  with  us.  Holloway's 
Pills  will  aid  us  to  do  this.  The  most  eminent  medical  men  agree 
that  for  the  preservation  of  good  health  and  cure  of  disease  there 
is  nothing  to  equal  them. 


MAHSEER  FISHING. 


MURRAY  &  CO., 

MEERUT  and  MUSSOORIE, 


IMPORTERS  of 


HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Specially  made  for  India,  and  after  descriptions 

and  styles  mentioned  In 
The  Rod  in  India,  North  Punjab  Fishing 
Club  Anglers'  Handbook  and  Angling  in 
the  Kumaon  Lakes. 

Hew  Stocks  regularly  arriving  from 

HABDY,    WABNEB,    SLATEB,    MALLOOE , 
and  other  first  class  manufacturers. 

Complete  niuttrated  Price  Litt  an  Application, 

W.  PEARSE,  Agent 

THE  question  as  to  where  to  spend 
our  Holidays  may  be  best  de- 
cided by  the  perusal  of '  Longley's 
Holiday  Guides,"  a  specimen  copy 
of  wh  ch,  with  full  list  (67),  will 
be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  l£d., 
by  Mr.  Longley,  Warwick-lane, 
London. 


CLOTH      BINDING  CASES 

FOB  THK 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAS  BE  HAD  AT  THK 

Publishing  Office,  Bream's  Buildings,  B.C. 


SESSIONS  HOUSE  HOTEL, 

120    CLERKENWELL  BOAS,  E  C.  120 

(Corner  of  Clerkenwell-road  and  Clerkenwell  Green.) 

EE.  J .  TIBBATTS,  Proprietor 

(Late  of  the  Three  Compasses,  Cowcross-street). 
LUNCHEONS  FROM  TWELVE  TO  THREE  O'CLOCK. 
«()UPS,   FISH,   ENTRKKS,  .lOlNTS,   SWEETS,  &c- 
BITTER  ALES  IN  FINE  CONDITION. 
SPECIAL  WHISKIES. 

CIGARS  OF  THE  FINEST  BRANDS.  LIQUEURS. 

ROOMS  FOR  LARGE  OR  SMALL  DINNERS,  CONCERTS,  CLUB  MEETINGS,  &c. 

H.  WHITTY, 

IB,   BASNETT   STREET,   CHURCH  STREET, 
LIVERPOOL. 


RODS,  PLIES,  and  TACKLE  to  Suit  all  Wants. 
Also  SPECIALITIES  MADE  TO  ORDER. 
And  every  information  as  to  Rivers  and  Lakes  of  England, 
Ireland,  Wales,  Scotland,  Norway,  &c. 
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TpJMANS  UNIVERSAL 

1BRQCATI0N  1/j 


1 

"rheumatism  /  12 

lUMBAGO.  -jjg] 

.Bruises  . 
che$t  cold? 


fVepcirecl  o)\[\j 

DY]P1MN  ffONS&Cl 

SLOUCH  ENCLAND. 


May  8,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


329 


Vote  of  thanks  to  the  chair  concluded  a  very  pleasant 
evening. — Alex.  Wright. 

Hatcham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Victoria, 
Pomeroy-street,  New  Cross-road.— Our  annual  supper  has 
"been  arranged  to  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  Thurs- 
day, May  13.— W.  Tarry. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown, 
138,  Brick-lane,  Bethnal-green. — I  hope  members  will 
not  forget  that  Monday  next  is  fixed  for  our  annual  supper. 
We  shall  have  a  good  concert  to  follow.— C.  Smith. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread 
Eagle,  Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch.— On  May  2  Mr.  A. 
Hattemore  weighed  a  Lea  trout  of  lib.  6§oz.  (Lech  Leven 
species),  one  of  which  Mr.  Hoyle  kindly  put  in  about 
two  or  three  years  ago,  which  were  then  8in.  long.  Mr. 
F.  C.  Sowerbutts  was  elected  as  a  working  member. — 
Johnny. 

Islington  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Myddel- 
ton  Arms,  Canonbury-road.  —  On  Tuesday  last  (Mr. 
Goddard  in  the  chair)  it  was  decided  that  all  members 
should  attend  on  Tuesday,  so  as  to  give  in  the  names  of 
friends  wishing  to  go  with  us  to  the  outing  on  May  16.— 
J.  H.  Herbert. 

Lady  of  the  Lake  Angling  Association,  Swakeiey 
Hotel,  Shepherd's  Bush.— The  annual  general  meeting 
will  take  "place  on  Wednesday,  May  12,  at  9  o'clock.— 
A  B.  M. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Win- 
chester-street, Pentonville. — I  must  request  members  to 
attend  on  Wednesday  next,  that  being  clearing  night 
before  supper.  Members  requiring  tickets  for  the  same 
can  get  them  from  the  stewards,  Mr.  R.  Watling  and  C. 
Stevens.  Prize  donors  will  oblige  by  forwarding  on 
prizes  promised  at  their  earliest  convenience. — W. 
Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel, 
5,  Queen-square,  and  18,  St.  John's-lane,  Liverpool.— 
\  ery  cold  winds  have  prevailed  aU  through  the  past  week, 
and  have  quite  put  down  the  trout.  This  was  proved  by 
the  result  of  a  day's  fishing  in  the  reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae, 
as  a  gentleman  fishing  there  a  longish  day,  on  Monday 
last,  did  not  get  a  single  trout  either  with  fly  or  worm. 
What  a  contrast  between  this  and  Mr.  Whittington's 
experience  the  previous  Monday.  On  Saturday  last  we 
■  placed  in  the  Knowsley  water  a  very  nice  lot  of  jack— up 
to  IJlb.  or  more— kindly  sent  us  by  Sir  H.  Robertson, 
who  had  been  netting  his  portion  of  the  Dee.  On  Monday 
last  a  gentleman  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  netted 
Ins  lake,  and  most  liberally  offered  us  the  fish.  We  gladly 
accepted,  with  the  result  that  about  500  roach  and  bream 
were  obtained  and  at  once  whisked  off  to  the  Knowsley 
water,  which  has  thus  been  most  plentifully  stocked,  so 
far,  this  year,  this  making  the  fourth  lot.  I  learn 
a  fishing  association  is  being  formed  at  Llanymynech  with 
the  object  of  securing  the  riparian  rights  in  the  Vyrnwy, 
Tanat,  and  Cain.  If  they  can  manage  to  accomplish  this, 
and  then  issue  tickets  at,  say,  la.  per  day,  2e.  6d.  a  week, 
&c,  they  ought  to  obtain  500  members,  and  make  a  good 
thing  of  it,  but,  of  course,  the  water  would  have  to  be  well 
looked  aftsr  and  kept  stocked.  The  Liverpool  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  who,  I  see,  are  advertising  for  salmon  and  trout 
fishing  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  have  issued  their  prospectus, 
from  which  I  gather  that  the  entrance  fee  is  one  guinea, 
annual  subscription  four  guineas,  to  be  called  up  as 
required  by  the  committee  for  rent  and  stocking.  Limited 
to  100  members.  There  has  been  on  view  in  Mr.  W. 
Ramsbottom's  window  a  case  containing  four  trout,  set  up 
I  believe,  by  Messrs.  Cooper.  They  are  very  fine  fish^ 
probably  21b.  each,  and  were  taken  night  fishing  in  the 
river  Erne.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern, 
Amgsgate-street,  Holborn.— On  May  3  twenty-seven  sat 
down  to  dinner,  Mr.  Arnold  in  the  chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  Lummes,  of  the  Bloomsbury  Brothers.  The  prize  list 
opened  with  a  good  result.  Hope  members  will  show  up 
next  Monday,  to  give  our  new  host  a  bumper.  We  have 
several  new  members  to  propose  next  week,  also  business 
of  importance.  Members  will  kindly  bear  it  in  mind  that 
old  privilege  tickets  must  be  returned  before  new  ones  can 
be  had. — A.  Toplis. 

Norfolk  Angling  Society,  Burwood-place,  Edgware, 
road.— Our  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  was  held 
on  April  28,  and  a  goodly  number  of  members  and  friends 
sat  down.  A  good  number  of  prizes  were  promised  for  the 
coming  season.  The  evening  was  spent  in  music  and 
harmony,  of  which  there  wa*  plenty,  everybody  being  bent 
°n  ^i8?0**  ni2nt'8  enjoyment.  Three  new  members  were 
enrolled.  The  season  commenced  well,  one  of  themembers 
on  May  2,  weighed-in  three  trout,  the  largest  41b.  lOoz  — 
J.  Buckingham. 

North  East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star 
and  barter,  Green-street. —  On  Wednesday,  May  19, 
special  meeting,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  — 
A.  Lewis. 

North  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle 
Arms  Hercules-road,  Lambeth— The  annual  dinner  will 
be  held  at  the  George  and  Dragon,  Amberley,  on  May  10 

o  Lmo^ey8r}°J? e  paid  by  May  11  •    Train  fr°m  Victoria  at 
8.20.— E.  G.  Roe. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House, 
Holloway-road.— On  Wednesday  list  the  sixth  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  this  society  was  held 
at  their  headquarters  The  Tap  House,  Holloway-road,  N. 

j  £  ™'  ot  tbe  Bloomsbury  Brothers,  took  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  W.  Stretch,  jun. ,  t  he  vice-chair.  A  record  company 
ot  members  and  friends  were  present,  and  did  full  justic'j 
to  an  excellent  supper,  amid  a  tasty  display  of  flowers 
provided  by  Hostess  Mrs.  Pizzey.  After  the  table  lad 
been  cleared  the  chairman  presented  the  prizes  (thirty- 
seven  in  number)  won  during  the  last  season,  and  a  list 
was  taken  of  prizes  promised  by  members  and  friends 
present  for  the  coming  season,  Mr.  Pailes  offering  a  silver 
watch,  as  last  year.    Mr.  Pailes  then  had  to  leave,  and  Mr 


Greg  took  the  chair  for  the  remainder  of  the  evening, 
which  was  passed  in  harmony.  The  evening  was  in  every 
way  a  success,  and  all  present  appreciated  the  extension  of 
time  which  Host  Pizzey  had  thoughtfully  obtained, — H. 
Stretch. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras- 
road,  N.W. — Members,  please  attend  next  week  and  draw 
supper  tickets  and  other  important  business. — R.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor 
Castle,  Church-street,  Edgware-road. — The  annual  distri- 
bution of  prizes  took  place  on  Monday  last,  among  the 
principal  winners  being  Messrs.  Robins,  Haynes,  Clist, 
and  Wheeler.  There  was  a  capital  list  of  prizes  handed 
in  for  the  ensuing  season.  The  sum  of  7s.  6d.  was 
collected  for  the  Hospital  Fund  inaugurated  by  Lloyd's. 
The  rest  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  assisted  by 
friends  of  the  Queen's  Piscatorials  and  Rose  and  Crown 
Angling  Society,  for  which  I  tender  them  my  sincere 
thanks.— W.  B. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms 
Hotel,  Bateman-street,  Soho. — Last  meeting  night  we 
were  well  attended  and  got  through  a  deal  of  business. 
Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place 
on  May  12.  Donors  of  prizes  will  greatly  oblige  by 
sending  in  their  prizes  as  early  as  possible.  Supper 
tickets  may  be  had  at  the  above  address. — J.  Gibbons. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society.  The  Sun, 
Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — We  have  our 
annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  at  the  Black  Rabbit 
Hotel  (near  Arundel),  on  May  16,  and  members  desiring 
the  usual  club  gift  must  clear  the  books  by  Wednesday 
next. — W.  Anstey. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Rising 
Sun,  Rockingham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. — 
On  May  5  Mr.  Bye  was  installed  as  chairman,  and  Mr.  F. 
Crookes  as  secretary.  Wednesday,  May  26,  was  fixed  for 
our  second  annual  supper.  We  have  obtained  our  club 
prizes,  and  they  are  on  show  at  our  clubhouse.  Any 
gentleman  who  would  care  to  spend  a  jolly  evening  could 
obtain  a  ticket  for  our  supper  at  the  clubhouse. — F. 
Crookes. 

Silver  Tront  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head, 
Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden. — On  May  4,  in  consequence 
of  the  funeral  of  the  late  Mrs.  Baylis,  our  clubhouse  was 
closed;  therefore  there  was  no  meeting. — Pelican. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  The  Plough  and 
Harrow,  King-street,  Hammersmith. — Again  we  had  a 
large  attendance  of  members.  During  the  evening  six- 
new  members  were  introduced,  Messrs.  C.  Stevens,  West, 
T.  Dennington,  D.  Tilley,  Skrott,  and  J.  Clark.  The 
supper  takes  place  on  Thursday,  May  13.  Trusting  to  see 
old  members  and  friends  on  this  occasion,  as  there  will  be 
a  grand  concert  after. — J.  J. 

United  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head, 
Broadway,  Deptford. — The  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Tuesday  next,  May  11th.  Mr.  T.  Crumplen, 
"  Old  Izaak,"  has  kindly  consented  to  take  the  chair. 
Members  and  friends  are  kine'ly  invited.  Some  good 
musical  talent  w  ill  appear. — H.  Tyler. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  fair  meeting  on  the  4th,  Mr.  A. 
Pain  in  the  chair.  Some  very  imrortant  business  was 
transacted.  Prize  donors  who  have  not  yet  forwarded  on 
their  prize  please  notice  the  distribution  is  fixed  for  Tues- 
day, May  25.  I  shall  be  most  pleased  to  receive  them- 
before  that  date. — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society, 
Black  Bull,  Fulham-road.  Chelsea,  S.W.— We  had  a  well 
attended  meeting  on  Wednesday.  Mr.  F..  Hayden 
reported  visit  to  the  Cosy,  and  Mr.  Wake  reported 
delegate  meeting.  Our  annual  dinner  was  a  decided 
success.  Mr.  G.  Smith  presided.  An  excellent  menu  was 
provided  by  our  brother  member,  Mr.  Fawson.  During 
the  evening  some  good  harmony  was  contributed  by  the 
following:  F.  W.  Carter,  G.  Powe,  J.  W.  Powe,  Fred 
Steptoe,  Dicky  Smith,  Ned  Thomas,  A.  E.  Orrow,  W. 
Sweetman,  Alb.  Hayden,  and  F.  Webb.  The  dinner 
committee  request  all  members  holding  dinner  tickets  to 
settle  up  at  once.— C.  Wake. 

Waltonian  Angling  Society,  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Albany-street,  N.W. —The  annual  supper  of  the  above 
society  was  held  at  the  clubhouse,  Albany- street,  Regent's 
Park,  on  Wednesday,  May  5,  Mr.  Sam  Mugford  in  the 
chair.  Between  twenty  and  thirty  prizes  were  promised 
for  the  ensuing  season.  Some  capital  songs  were  rendered 
by  the  members  and  visitors.  Although  such  a  night  is 
properly  devoted  to  pleasure,  a  resolution — moved  hy  Mr. 
Batterson,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Mugford— was  unani- 
mously passed  with  great  enthusiasm  in  favour  of  the 
amalgamation  scheme,  so  that  there  should  be  only  one 
association  for  London. 

Western  Piscatorial  Society,  Berwick  Arms, 
Berners-street,  W. — Mr.  Vincent  captured  a  fine  trout  in 
the  Thames,  on  May  2,  close  on  91b.  when  caught,  in  fino 
condition,  and  it  has  been  sent  to  Messrs.  Coopers  for 
preservation.  We  elected  two  members  on  Wednesday 
last,  and  more  proposed  for  next  week. — A.  Morris. 

Ye  Olde  Thames  Anglers'  Club.— The  annual 
dinner  in  conned  ion  with  the  above  society  took  place  at 
the  Drtaduought  on  May  1,  when  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast  provided  by  host  and 
hostess  Hazell.  On  the  cloth  being  removed,  ths  president, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wadhams,  in  some  well  chosen  remarks, 
presented  to  the  energetic  secretary.  Mr.  George  Spong, 
a  testimonial  from  the  members,  which  took  the  form  of 
an  illuminated  address  and  a  handsome  lamp.  Mr.  Spong, 
in  reply,  thanked  all  the  members  for  their  kindness,  and 
said  it  came  as  a  pleasant  surprise  to  him  ;  he  had  the 
welfare  of  the  club  at  heart,  and  what  he  had  done  for  its 
interest  in  the  pist,  it  would  still  be  his  ambition  to 
outstrip  in  the  future.  The  rest  of  the-  evening  was  spent 
in  harmony,  the  following  contributing  to  the  programme  : 


Messrs.  J.  Ford,  F.  Weait,  H.  Gibbons,  W.  Tyrrill, 
J.  Hester,  T.  Williams,  H.  Wise,  G.  H.  Hazell ;  Messrs. 
Foster  and  Bloomfield  accompanists.  We  spent  a  most 
enjoyable  evening. — J.  A.  S. 


CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLING  CLUBS. 

At  the  annual  meeting,  held  at  the  Bedford  Head 
Hotel,  on  Monday  last,  there  was  a  crowded  attendance  of 
delegates.  The  president,  Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf,  occupied  the 
chairandMr.  T.  Goodwins  the  vice-chair.  Afterthe  minutes 
of  previous  meeting  had  been  confirmed,  and  several 
important  communications  from  the  railways  had  received 
attention,  applications  from  the  following  influential  and 
old-established  clubs  for  enrolment  were  read,  and  on 
being  put  to  the  meeting  they  were  unanimously  elected  : 
The  United  Brothers  A.S.,  Deptford,  proposed  by  Mr. 
Elsmore,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Tom  Bowling  ;  the  Green- 
wich A.S.,  proposed  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  C.  Watling;  the  Pontefract  A.S.,  Ediware-road, 
proposed  by  Mr.  Fosbrooke,  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
Richards;  the  Serapis  A. S.,  proposed  by  Mr.  Greg,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Cooper;  the  Foley  A.S.,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Cox,  seconded  by  Mr.  Harry  Patman.  The  pre- 
liminary applications  from  the  St.  John's  Wood  and  the 
Dalston  A.S.  being  incomplete,  the  same  were  adjourned 
until  next  meeting  in  June.  The  balance-sheet  was 
presented  by  Messrs.  Elsmore  and  Fosbrooke,  who  reported 
having  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  association 
for  the  past  season  and  found  everything  clearly  and 
correctly  kept.  The  money  had  been  judiciously  and 
wisely  spent,  also  the  expenses  were  extremely  low. 
Several  delegates  offered  their  congratulations,  and 
described  it  as  a  model  one,  worthy  of  imitation  if 
on  the  score  of  economy  alone.  It  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Levien,  seconded  by  Mr.  Cox,  that  the  balance-sheet  and 
auditors'  report  be  accepted  with  a  very  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  for  their  honorary  labours,  which  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Elsmore  reported  the  recent  doings  of  the  T.A.P.S. 
committee,  also  detailing  a  few  of  the  important  items  in 
their  grand  work  for  the  Thames  during  the  past  season, 
and  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  Watling,  seconded  by  Mr.  C. 
Roberts,  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  send  next  season's 
donation  of  ten  guineas  at  once  to  this  society.  The 
election  of  officers  for  ensuing  season  was  then  proceeded 
with,  the  following  being  unanimously  re-elected  :  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  C.  A.  Medcalf ;  vice-president,  Mr.  T.  GoodT 
wins;  .secretary,  Mr.  Wade;  representative  to  the 
T.A.P.S.,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore;  trustees,  Messrs.  A.  C. 
Dickey  and  W.  Wade;  visiting  officer,  Mr.  C.  Watling; 
tyler,  Mr.  James  Smith ;  general  committee,  Messrs. 
Levien,  J.  Smith,  R.  Clark,  F.  Williams,  W.  Parkin,  C. 
Roberts,  G.  Merry,  C.  Watling,  H.  Patman,  and  J.  Poole. 
There  were  three  nominations  for  two  vacancies,  and  on  a 
show  of  hands  the  voting  was  for  Mr.  Lawes  (United 
Brothers),  37;  Mr.  Greg  (North  London),  32;  and  Mr. 
Richardson  (Kingston),  11 ;  the  two  first  named  being 
declared  elected.  The  following  gentlemen  were  re- 
elected to  serve  on  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Committee  : 
Messrs.  C.  Watling,  J.  Smith,  F.  Vanhegan,  Wade,  A. 
Dickey,  J.  Levien  ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  being  elected 
auditor  to  that  society.  A  very  cordial  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  officers  was  passed,  and  in  reply,  Mr.  Medcalf 
stated  it  was  owing  to  the  good  feeling  of  delegates,  and 
the  excellent  work  done  by  the  committee,  that  the 
association  had  made  such  rapid  strides,  having  been 
successful  in  obtaining  nearly  all  the  concessions  from  the 
railways,  renting  and  preserving  some  of  the  best 
fisheries,  successfully  maintaining  by  law  some  of  the 
angling  rights  on  public  rivers  ;  all  this,  and  much  more, 
having  been  accomplished  without  any  mercenary 
motives  or  reward  of  any  kind.  It  is  by  sheer 
hard  work,  and  always  having  in  view  the  true 
interests  of  anglers,  that  so  much  has  been  accomplished, 
which  is  steadily  but  surely  being  recognised  by  the  London 
clubs.  He  therefore  urged  each  and  everyone  to  be  on  their 
guard  against  unscrupulous  agitators  who  are  attempting 
to  upset  the  good  feeling  which  has  hitherto  prevailed.  It 
was  pleasing  to  find  the  Central  so  prosperous,  and  every- 
thing pointed  to  even  greater  success  durii.g  the  ensuing 
season.  In  conclusion,  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  opinion  of 
the  London  anglers  had  been  so  fully  expressed  against  the 
amalgamation  proposils,  that  he  advised  members  net  to 
attend  any  further  meetings  ou  that  question,  the  Central 
having  decided  not  to  further  entertain  it.  All  letters 
to  be  addressed  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Wade,  6,  Priter-roarl ,  - 
London,  S.E. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — Although  there  are 
plenty  of  fish  in  the  river,  few  are  baing  taken.  W.  H.  T. 
Diskin  oroeled  enj  and  a  half  dozen  between  Staverton 
and  Hood  Bridges ;  whilst  Capt.  Whiteley,  who  has  been 
pretty  sucosssful  during  his  visit,  took  sixteen  iiioe  trout 
on  Wednesday.  The  grannom  is  the  principal  fly,  and  the 
Black  Midge  is  also  on  tho  water.  The  net  fishermen  at 
Totnes  Weir  are  getting  a  few  salmon,  which  shows  that 
the  fish  came  up  the  river  on  the  high  water. — Devonian. 

The  Teign. — A  gentleman  captured  a  well-conditioned 
salmon,  scaling  121b  ,  with  the  fly. — Devonian. 

Tavy. — The  first  peal  of  the  season  was  taken  on 
Tuesday  by  Mr.  T.  L.  Winsor,  of  Royalist  House,  Whit- 
ch inch, weighing 3Jlb  ,  in  first  class  condition. — Devonian. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derb/shire).— These  riveis 
have  now  run  down  almost  to  summer  level,  and  arc  in  fair 
condition  for  fly  fishing.  There  has  bsen  a  goodly  number 
of  rods  on  both  streams.  The  Chatsworth  fishery  (Der- 
went) has  afforded  fair  sport.  Tho  Darley  Dale  Club 
waters  have  been  visited  by  several  of  its  members,  but 
only  a  few  fish  taken.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angliug 
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Association  water  has  yielded  some  very  good  fish,  one 
local  gentleman  obtaining  a  trout  over  2Jlb.  (with  worm 
fishing.  There  were  seven  rods  on  the  Wye  on  Tuesday, 
but  sport  was  not  very  good.  Weather  again  unsettled, 
thunder  and  hailstorm  yesterday  (Wednesday).  The 
following  flies  will  bo  useful:  Olivo  Dun,  Grey  Quill,  Ash 
Dun,  Black  Gnat,  and  Sand  Fly  for  evening.— Dotterel. 
CLUBS. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Wool- 
pack  Tavern,  Bermondsey-street. — A  return  visit  on  the 
South  London  List  was  paid  to  this  society  on  the  4th 
inst.,  and,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  proved  a  success,  nineteen 
societies  responding  to  the  roll-call. — A.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms, 
Southwark-street,  S.E. — Our  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  18,  instead  of 
Monday,  May  17,  as  previously  announced.  I  should  feel 
obliged  if  gentlemen  will  forward  their  prizes  on  to  me 
before  that  date.  Don't  forget  Tuesday,  May  18. — J. 
Foster. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — Since  my  last  report  Mr. 
Joy  lias  been  made  a  working  member  of  our  society. 
Members  are  requested  to  be  in  attendance  next  week  to 
decide  date  of  prize  distribution.  Mr.  Hullett  has  kindly 
offered  a  handsome  prize  to  be  fished  for  during  the  forth- 
coming season. — Alf.  Gunn. 

Great  Northern  Brothers'  Angling  Society, 
Robin  Hood,  Southampton  -  street,  Pentonville,  N. — 
A  special  smoking  concert  will  take  place  as  above  on 
Monday,  May  10,  for  the  benefit  of  Hugh  Pearce,  late 
member  of  the  Lincoln  A.S.,  who  has  been  ill  for  two 
years  and  seven  months.  This  appeal  is  strongly  supported 
by  the  members  of  the  Great  Northern,  Lincoln,  Camden, 
and  Amicable  Waltonian  Angling  Societies,  and  a  large 
committee.  The  next  Clerkenwell  and  District  Visit  will 
be  paid  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers  on  Monday, 
May  17.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place 
on  May  19,  and  the  thirty-first  annual  supper  on  Thurs- 
day, May  27.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the 
Fourth,  Walnut-tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  takes  place  on  Monday 
next,  May  10.  Concert  to  follow.  Anglers  and  friends 
cordially  invited  to  same.  We  elected  another  new 
member  on  Wednesday  last,  Mr.  R.  Rowland. — G.  E. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  The  Grove 
House  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove. — Our  annual  prize 
distribution  takes  place  at  headquarters  on  Thursday 
next,  preceded  by  a  supper,  at  which  Mr.  George  Elliott 
will  entertain  his  brother  members.  Members  and  friends 
are  asked  to  kindly  send  in  their  prizes  at  their  earliest 
convenience.  Supper  at  7  30  sharp  ;  distribution,  9.30. 
The  annual  dinner  has  been  fixed  for  Thursday,  the  27th 
inst.,  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Further  particulars 
will  be  announced.  Last  (Thursday)  evening  there  was  a 
pleasant  gathering  at  the  clubhouse,  when  the  members 
entertained  the  vice-chairman  (Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp)  to  a 
complimentary  supper  on  the  occasion  of  his-  leaving 
London  to  take  up  his  residence  in  the  country.  Mr. 
W.  F.  Grimmett  presided,  and  during  the  evening,  on 
behalf  of  the  members,  handed  Mr.  Crisp  a  handsomely 
illuminated  address,  together  with  a  gold  chain  pendant, 
as  a  mark  of  respect  and  esteem  and  in  recognition  of  his 
many  services  to  the  club.  An  excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme was  included  in  the  proceedings,  which  concluded 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  for  presiding. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel- 
street,  Edgware-road. — On  May  9  Mr.  Marriott  will  give 
an  address  to  the  members  of  the  above  club  at  9  p.m. 
sharp.  Members  please  note  our  annual  dinner  takes  place 
on  Tuesday,  18th  inst.,  at  8  p.m.  punctual.  Will  all  those 
who  have  not  given  their  names  in  to  attend,  do  so  as  soon 
as  possible?  Distribution  of.prize3  and  concert  after 
dinner  is  over.  All  friends" cordially  invited  to  the 
concert. — Geo.  Kekne. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St. 
John's-street-road,  Clerkenwell. — The  annual  distribution 
of  prizes  and  ladies'  night  concert  to)k  place  on  the  5th, 
and  wa3  a  great  success.  The  concert  is  to  be  repeated  at 
an  early  date.  Mr.  Warren  cirried  off  first  honours,  and 
the  following  members  were  prize  winners:  Messrs.  F. 
Oonybeare,  A.  James,  W.  Aflett,  F.  Thorling,  J.  Heath, 
G.  Jeffreys,  F.  Johnson,  and  W.  Mills.— F.  Thorlino. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List. 
— A  return  visit  of  the  societies  on  this  list  was  paid  to  the 
Bermondsey  Brothers  A.S.  on  the  4th  inst.,  when  a  most 
enjoyable  evening  was  spent ;  and  on  the  roll  being  called 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Shepherd  (vice-president  of  the  list),  nine- 
teen societies  responded.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Second  Surrey ;  notice  of  date  next  week.  Societies  on 
this  list  are  particularly  requested  to  send  a  representa- 
tive to  the  annual  delegate  meeting,  to  be  held  at  the 
Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  inst., 
for  the  payment  of  annual  subscription  and  election  of 
officers. — Alf  Conn. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers'  Arms, 
Arlington-street,  New  North-road. — Our  prize  distribution 
takes  place  on  May  20.  Members  who  _  have  promised 
prizes  would  greatly  oblige  by  forwarding-  same  at  once  ; 
also  members  are  requested  to  clear  their  books  to  assist 
the  audit.- -W.  Harden. 


"  The  way  to  sleep,"  says  a  scientist,  "  is  to  think  of 
nothing."  But  this  is  a  mistake.  The  way  to  sleep  is  to 
think  it  is  time  to  get  up.    Ask  "  Our  Mary." 

Man  v  persons  fall  into  the  error  of  supposing  that  all 
fish  is  alike  wholesome.  Mackerel  is  one  of  the  most  oily 
of  fish,  and  the  most  difficult  to  digest,  and  should  bo 
entirely  abstained  from  except  by  persons  in  the  best  of 
health.  Whiting  is  the  most  wholesome  aird  digestible 
fish,  and  next  to  that  comes  the  sole. 


That  portion  of  the  Imperial  Institute  which  has  been 
eet  apart  for  the  Fisheries  and  Yachting  Exhibition  is  in 
the  hands  of  painters,  decorators,  designers,  carpenters, 
&c.  Huge  packing  cases  containing  exhibits  line  the  floors. 
Hammers  and  saws  are  at  work  in  the  erection  of  the  stand 
on  which  will  be  placed  the  model  of  the  Thames.  All 
promises  well  for  the  opening  day.  Floor  spaces  are 
marled  out  for  numerous  exhibitors,  including:  R. 
Turner  and  Sons,  Redditch  ;  Hardy  Brothers;  C.  Farlow 
and  Company,  Limited ;  David  Slater  ;  John  Enright  and 
Son  ;  John  R.  Richards'  n ;  G.  Little  and  Company ; 
Ogden  and  Scotford;  F.  J.  Ogden  Smith  ;  A.  Carter  and 
Company;  Mrs.  Ogden  Smith  ;  Geo.  Cording  ;  Anderson, 
Anderson,  and  Anderson  ;  King,  Malcom,  and  Company; 
and  Hearder  and  Son.  It  is  a  little  early  yet  for  the 
exhibitors  themselves  to  put  in  an  appearance,  but  on 
Tuesday  Jast  I  saw  Mr.  John  R.  Richardson  busy  among 
his  workmen . ' 

 >«•♦■»<  

On  Saturday,  May  12,  1883,  the  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition  was  opened  at  South  Kensington  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  representing  Queen  Victoria,  whose  presence 
was  prevented  by  an  accident.  His  Royal  Highness  was 
accompanied  by  the  Princess  of  Wales  and  their  sons  and 
daughters,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  and  Prince  Alfred  of 
Edinburgh,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Connaught  and  the 
Princess  Helena,  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Albany,  the 
Duke  of  Cambridge,  and  the  Duchess  of  Teck,  besides  a 
gathering  of  distinguished  persons  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  The  exhibition  continued  open  till  Oct.  31st 
following,  when  it  was  formally  closed  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  having  been  visited  by  2,703,051  persons,  the 
receipts  amounting  to  £140,346,  rendering  it  a  financial 
success;  and,  besides  other  testimonials,  335  gold  medals 
were  awarded,  of  which  160  were  won  by  persons  in  Great 
Britain. 

 >•*+(. 

The  exhibition  included  every  kind  of  boat,  net,  and 
fishing  apparatus  in  use  in  all  parts  of  the  globe  ;  large 
collections  of  preserved  fish ;  an  aquarium,  costing  in 
construction  £6000,  for  live  ones  ;  and  refreshment  rooms, 
with  daily  demonstrations  in  fish  cookery  ;  and  it  was 
hoped  that  it  would  call  attention  to  an  interesting  but 
neglected  industry,  lead  to  fish  being  sold  at  a  lower 
price,  more  highly  prized  as  an  article  of  food, 
and  to  more  intelligent  preparation  of  it  for  this 
purpose.  On  Whit  Sunday  morning,  the  day  after 
the  opening,  those  foreign  fish  women  who  were 
Roman  Catholics  attended  the  church  of  the  Car- 
melites, at  Brompton,  and  thcss  who  were  Protestants 
from  the  Netherlands  went  to  the  Dutch  church  in  Austin 
Friars.  Later  on  that  day  the  foreign  fishwomen  were 
received  at  Marlborough  House  by  the  Princess  of  Wales, 
and  also  those  from  Newhaven,  in  the  Scotch  county  of 
Midlothian,  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Firth  of  Forth, 
these  latter  guests  of  the  Princess  having,  on  the  previous 
day,  at  the  opening,  presented  to  her  a  silver  pepper-pot  in 
the  form  of  a  Newhaven  fishwife. 


What  fish  has  its  eyes  nearest  together  ? 



"  It's  wrong  to  worry,  I  expect, 
About  spilt  milk.   We  orter 
At  such  times  gladly  recollect 
'Twas  over  two-thirds  water." 

 >♦»♦  <  

Mr.  Pelton  H.  Gibbons  has  resigned  the  position  of 
secretary  to  the  Epsom  Angling  Society,  and  Mr.  William 
Dix  has  been  appointed  secretary  in  his  place.  All 
business  communications  should,  therefore,  in  future  be 
addressed  to  him  at  the  Wellington  Hotel,  High-street, 
Epsom. 

The  total  gross  weight  of  fish  weighed-in  for  the  season 
by  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  was  12161b. ;  the  amount 
won  in  prizes  £64.  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  had  2891b.  lljoz. 
to  his  credit,  followed  by  Mr.  Newbury  with  2311b.  6Joz., 
and  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews  with  1891b.  12oz.  The 
"  Whoeldon  "  challenge  cup  is  held  by  Mr.  Newbury, 
and  the  Thames  challenge  cup  by  Mr.  R.  Mudd.  Mud, 
we  are  told,  is  thicker  than  water  ;  but  the  splendid 
specimen  fish  captured  by  the  New  Albiors  were  not 
muddy. 

Admiral  Hickley,  while  fishing  the  Kembridge  water 
(the  Test)  on  the  30th  ult. ,  killed  a  very  handsome  trout 
weighing  4lb.  lOosf.  ;  it  was  a  sl  ort,  well  made  up  fish,  in 
very  good  condition,  girth,  134/in.  ;  length,  21|ifi.  only. 
A  small  Olive  Dun  with  gold  ribbing  was  the  death  of  him, 
and  he  is  probably  the  best  fish  that  has  been  killed  on  a 
small  fly  for  some  years. 


The  wind  being  so  cold  at  Datchet,  nothing  much  has 
been  done,  says  John  Keene  ;  but  he  killed  two  fish  for 
Mr.  Thomas — one  of  41b.  and  one  21b. 


We  have  received  the  May  part  of  M'Call's  "  Racing 
Calendar,"  pi  ice  Is.  This  useful  little  book  contains  a 
return  of  the  season's  racing  up  to  last  Friday.  It  contains 
a  mass  of  information  indispensable  to  every  sportsman. 


A  curious  catch  was  recently  reported  in  the  Inney, 
when  a  big  trout  was  captured,  having  swallowed  a  smaller 
one  which  was  being  played.  Now  there  is  a  similar  case, 
this  time  from  the  Oarey  (Ashwater).  An  amateur  was 
playing  out  a  small  fish,  when  there  was  an  extra  big  tug, 


and  it  was  found  that  a  trout  had  swallowed  the  smaller 
one.  A  landing  was  effected  by  means  of  a  hat,  in  a 
shallow,  the  larger  fish  proving  to  be  lHb.  in  weight.  It 
was  a  fine  specimen,  and  the  largest  caught  in  the  Carey 
for  some  years. 


Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridoe,  the  energetic  promoter  of  the 
delightful  week-end  excursions  to  Pulborough  and 
Amberley,  announces  his  first  monster  open  angling 
competition  to  take  place  at  Amberley  on  June  20.  It  is 
to  benefit  the  A.B.S.  funds,  and  it  is  hoped  a  record  in  the 
number  of  competitors  will  result.  In  all  of  Mr.  Eldridge's 
competitions  the  prizes  are  presented  at  the  time,  or  the 
following  day,  and  the  proceeds  handed  over  to  the 
Benevolent  Society  equally  smart. 


The  Lea  is  showing  up  well  as  to  trout,  a  number  of 
fine  fish  having  been  caught  since  the  opening  day,  May  1. 
The  two  best  were  91b.  12oz.  and  51b.  9oz.,  the  former 
grand  fish  being  taken  by  Mr.  Ellis,  of  the  Gresham 
Society,  and  the  latter  by  Mr.  Osment,  of  the  Clissold. 
Mr.  Ellis's  fish  is  the  largest  taken  from  the  Lea  for  a 
number  of  years. 

I  hear  from  the  Brothers  Plummer,  of  Hastings,  that 
fishing  parties  have  been  having  good  sport  with  dabs  and 
whiting.  A  lady  and  gentleman  took  fifty  fish  in  an  hour 
and  a  half .  The  water  is  too  rough,  however,  owing  to 
the  high  winds  the  past  few  days.  The  mackerel  are 
coming  in,  one  boat  on  Tuesday  taking  1000  fish  with 
drift  net. 


The  Pet  Dog  Show  attracted  large  and  fashionable 
audiences  to  the  Royal  Aquarium  during  the  past  week, 
and  the  Record  Reign  Show  of  the  London  Fox  Terrier 
Club  will  be  held  there  next  Tuesday,  W ednesday,  and 
Thursday.  The  entries  number  300,  and  a  magnificent 
collection  is  promised.  It  will  baa  free  show,  and  will  not 
interfere  with  the  entertainments. 


His  Lordship  winked  at  the  counsel, 

The  counsel  winked  at  the  clerk. 
The  jury  passed  the  word  along, 

"  We  want  our  luncheon  sharp  ! 
Where  can  we  get  a  '  refresher,' 
And  something  good  to  eat  ?  " 
"At  the  Sessions  House  Hotel,  Sirs, 
Just  across  the  street." 
Now,  this  Sessions  House  Hotel    is  situate  opposite, 
the  Clerkenwell  Sessions  House,  and  the  presiding  genius 
is  one  Host  H.  J.  Tibbatts,  who  was  recently  "  tried  "  by: 
400  gentle  fishermen.    It  must  be  left  to  them  to  say  how 
they  fared— I  was  not  able  to  get  a  seat  on  the  bench. 
The  best  of  food,  the  best  of  drink  may  there  be  had  in 
plenty;  and  the  number  of  the  "  S.  H.  H.  "  is  one 
hundred  and  twenty. 

On  Tuesday  evening  a  special  messenger  was  sent  bjj 
Mr.  C.  L.  Mathews,  of  Marlow-on-Thames,  to  view  a 
trout  just  landed.  It  was  a  beauty.  Weight  SJlb.,- 
length  25in.,  girth  17in.,  and  of  the  true  silvery  Thames; 
kind.  Caught  by  Mr.  Wm.  Rose,  with  Walter  Coster  in 
attendance. 

 >^<^<  

Princess  Maud  of  Wales  has  a  collection  of  elepha*fc| 

whale,  seal,  and  alligator's  teeth. 

 >»<■»<  

The  Dart  Angling  Association  held  their  annual  meetingl 
at  Totnes  on  Friday,  Hon.  R.  Dawson  presiding  over  a 
large  attendance.  It  was  reported  that  arrangements  had 
been  made  giving  the  association  control  of  the  whole  on 
the  river  between  Totnes  and  Buckfastleigh  except  thej 
private  waters  of  Dartington,  and  the  committee  "  consider 
the  members  now  had  a  right  of  fishing  unequalled  in  the! 
United  Kingdom  at  the  .small  subscription."  It  was 
resolved  to  spend  a  portion  of  the  balance  in  hand  (£30)  in 
restocking  the  river.  The  chairman  was  re-elected  press 
dent.  The  chaige  for  the  weekly  licence  for  salmon  waJ 
fixed  at  10s.  It  was  decided  that  the  restrictions  placed  on  ' 
bait  used  at  Totnes  Weir  and  Nursery  Pool  be  removed.1 
Dinner  followed  at  the  Commercial  Hotel,  Hon.  RJ 
Dawson  presiding. 

 >  »>♦<  

A  PISHER  there  was,  and  he  made  his  prayer, 

Even  as  you  and  I ! 
To  a  rod  and  a  line  and  a  cast  of  hair, 
But  he  couldn't  catch  fish,  though  the  fish  were  there.  1 
And  now  he  knows  that  the  fish  were  there, 
Hut  they  never  would  rise  to  his  fly  ! 
[Very  much  after  Rudyard  Kipling. 

"  I  knew  a  man  once,"  said  a  fisherman,  "  who  had  M 
pet  crow  that  used  to  come  down  to  meet  him  when  ho 
came  in  from  fishing.    The  crow's  owner  was  a  fishermauJ 
says  the  New  York  Sun.    His  boat  might  be  among  fortjj 
or  fifty  other  boats,  all  coming  in  together,  but  the  urolA 
never  made  any  mistake  ;  he  always  knew  his  own  boat] 
He  liked  olams,  and  when  he  came  aboard  his  owner  u  on  M 
knock  a  couple  of  clams  together,  that  would  break  one, 
and  put  the  broken  clam  down  for  the  orow  to  eat,  and 
then  he  would  go  on  rowing;  and  that's  the  way  theyi 
always  came  ashore,  the  fisherman  pullingon  the  oars  and 
the  crow  sitting  alongside  of  him  eating  cla  me." 

 >  » » »  <  

Ormnari   goldfish  lor  aijunriums,  says  the  America! 
F.  G.,  can  be  bought  as  low  as  10  oerrts  each.    From  thai 
the  prices  run  up  very  high.    As  rnuoh  as  350  has  Wen 
paid  for  a  well-bred  telesoope  fish.    This  fish  grows  to  W 
4iu.  or  5in.  in  length.    It  comes  from  China  and  Japan] 
and  takes  its  name  from  its  eyes,  which  stand  out  from  in 
head  like  little  telescopes.  Drai;  m  r, 
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i&otes  from  tfft  Jfiottf). 

The  spring  season  is  practically  over  with  the  advent  of 
May,  when  a  new  i-ace  of  anglers  takes  possession  of  the 
waters,  which  usually  chauge  hands  at  this  time.  As  regards 
the  Dee,  it  has  been  a  highly  erratic  season  all  through — 
good,  bad,  and  indifferent,  according  to  the  reaches  fished 

On  the  lower  waters,  for  about  twenty  miles  from  the 
sea,  it  has  been  an  indifferent  season;  on  the  reaches 
between  Banchory  and  Glentana  a  good,  and,  in  some 
instances,  a  very  good  season ;  while  farther  inland  it  has 
been  the  poorest  experier  eed  for  many  years  back,  and 
especially  so  about  Braemir  and  the  upper  feeders.  The 
Balmoral  reaches  have  not  yielded  so  badly  on  the  whole 


The  Aboyne  Hotel  waters  have  not  fished  so  well  for 
miuy  a  year  back,  and  Mr.  Sandison's  record  will  stand 
him  iu  good  stead  for  some  time  to  come.  The  Upper 
Blackhall  Castle  water  deserves  also  a  special  note.  First 
to  the  rod  of  Sir  John  Gladstone,  and  latterly  to  that  of 
Mr.  Smith.   

Grilse  are  now  coming  away  in  considerable  numbers, 
and  are  being  got  freely  in  the  nets,  but  none  to  any  rod 
in  the  river  that  we  hear  of.  Sea  trout  are  so  scarce  that 
they  have  for  the  first  time  for  many  years  basn  corn, 
minding  higher  prices  than  salmon  by  2d.  and  3d.  per  lb. 
In  the  Paris  market  Scotch  sea  trout  at  all  times  command 
2s.  6d.  per  lb.,  and  sometimes  more,  and  regular  weekly 
consignments  are  despatched  from  the  Ythan  and  other 
stations.  _____ 

Trouting  is  being  vigorously  proseeuted,  and  splendid 
baskets  are  being  made  in  spite  of  the  blustering,  showery 
weather.  On  the  Don  the  favourite  fly  is  the  Hare's  Ear, 
in  conjunction  with  the  March  Brown  and  Professor. 

A  few  weeks  back  I  gave  a  short  history  of  the  "  Dunt," 
a  local  Deeside  fly,  which  this  season  has  again  leaped  into 
popularity  as  the  favourite  salmon  lure  of  the  season 
I  find  that  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson  gives  the  authorship  of 
this  fly  to  Mr.  Murdoch  in  his  book,  and  in  the  supple 
inents  now  being  issued  with  Land  and  Water.  The  fly 
was  originally  dressed  by  Willie  Dawson,  and  named  by 
him  the  "  Dunt."  Mr.  Murdoch  only  described  it  at  the 
time  of  its  appearance,  and  would  be  the  last  to  lay  claim 
to  that  which  rightly  belonged  to  such  an  old  friend  of  his 
as  Dawson  is. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  eels,  Charlie,"  we  once  asked 
the  famous  gillie,  Charlie  Gill,  a3  he  set  off  on  a  midnight 
excursion  to  fish  for  trout  on  the  Woodend  water,  on  which 
he  was  then  stationed.  "  Eels  are*  the  devil's  own  hobby, 
and  the  angler's  curie,"  and  this  is  how  they  are  usually 
regarded  in  the  north.  Charlie  had  his  own  to  do  with 
them.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  him  to  have  a  dozen 
or  more  thrown  out  on  the  bank  behind  him  in  the  course 
of  a  few  hours'  fishing  overnight. 

I  was  once  present  when  some  thousands  of  salmon  fry 
were  being  put  into  the  river  from  the  hatchery.  Suddenly 
an  eel  appeared  in  the  midst  of  the  shoal.  A  hand  net 
scooped  him  out  within  the  space  of  a  few  minutes  from  the 
time  he  was  first  observed.  He  was  cut  open,  and  no 
less  than  sixty-four  found  in  his  gullet  and  stomach. 
If  a  premium  were  set  upon  every  eel  tail  killed  in  our 
salmon  and  trout  streams,  it  would  pay  in  the  long  run, 
and  do  something  towards  exterminating  the  worst 
enemies  to  eggs  and  spawn  in  our  fresh  water  streams. 
Eels  are  very  fond  of  parr  tail,  and  often  when  trout 
were  off  the  feed,  and  eels  about,  have  1  started  on  a  raid 
on  them,  killing  sometimes  101b.  of  eels  in  a  couple  of  hours 
or  so,  by  simply  rolling  the  parr  tail  down  the  salmon  pool 
and  into  the  eddies  and  backwaters.  This  was  usually  in 
July.  ______ 

Mr.  William  Paterson,  who  has  just  retired  from  the 
factorship  of  the  Carnoustie  estates,  has  been  presented 
with  an  illuminated  address  from  the  tenantry.  Mr. 
Paterson  is  a  keen  angler,  and  has  done  much  to  improve 
the  fisheries  under  his  charge. 

A  carrier  pigeon,  in  an  exhausted  condition,  was  caught 
on  the  roof  of  a  barn  near  Braemar.  The  name,  "  F. 
Cullen,"  was  stamped  under  the  wing,  and  on  the  ring 
round  its  leg  was  the  number,  "  11.  1897."  It  is  supposed 
that  the  bird  was  liberated  from  some  fishing  boat  on  the 
West  Coast,  and  was  making  for  Cullen,  on  the  Moray 
Pirtii.  _____ 

Mr.  Geo.  Duncan,  Inspector  of  Salmon  Fisheries,  has 
recently  made  four  very  important  seizures  of  unseasonable 
salmon  from  among  the  returns  of  netsmen,  exposed  for 
sale  in  the  Aberdeen  market.  One  is  from  the  Dee  district, 
two  from  the  Don,  and  the  remaining  one  from  the  Ythan. 
The  fish  were  all  kelts,  and  the  intention  was  to  pass  them 
off  as  clean.  Recently  Mr.  Duncan  has  been  able  to  put 
a  temporary  check  upon  the  wholesale  poaching  of  sea 
trout  in  the  Ythan  by  seizing  the  consignment  at  Aberdeen. 

Mr.  Findlay,  while  angling  for  sea  fish  from  the  rocks  at 
Arbroath,  was  the  means  of  saving  Mr.  Clemoes  and  his 
son,  of  Crouch  Hill,  London,  from  drowning.  Mr.  Millar, 
Mr.  Clemoes,  and  his  son  were  spending  the  day  on  the 
cliffs,  when  the  boy  fell  into  the  water.  Mr.  Millar  jumped 
after  the  lad,  and  then  his  father  went  to  the  rescue  of 
both,  and  all  three  would  have  been  drowned,  when  Mr. 
Findlay  came  on  the  scene  and  rescued  the  Clemoes  by 
means  of  a  rod — Millar  being  out  of  reach. 

Speliai  Scotch. 


[provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Severn  Fishery  Board  was 
held  at  the  Council  House,  Birmingham,  on  April  29  last 
Mr.  T.  Cadle  presiding,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Willis  Bund 
The  chief  business  was  in  favour  of  the  salmon  and 
trout  fishing,  and,  as  usual,  the  coarse  fish  were  only 
considered  when  the  Provincial  Association  representatives 
brought  before  the  meeting  their  grievances.  Mr.  Coles 
stated  a  very  sad  case  of  fish  slaughter  at  Worcester 
Mr.  Coles  siid,  that  both  in  and  out  of  season  fish  were 
being  taken  in  the  broad  daylight,  not  only  coarse  fish,  but 
samlets.  It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  board,  and  something 
should  be  done  to  prevent  this  kind  of  thing.  Mr.  Wingfield 
supported  these  statements,  and  Mr.  Bozward  said  that 
samlets  were  being  taken  every  day  in  very  large  numbers 
at  Diglis  Weir.  The  chief  water  bailiff  explained 
that  the  bailiffs  had  a  long  distance  to  go  over,  and 
could  not  be  at  two  places  at  one  time.  At  such  an 
important  time  of  the  year  as  this  the  weirs  should  be 
watched  more  than  any  other  part  of  the  river.  In  all 
probability  we  may  now  hear  of  some  one  being  prosecuted 
The  tenth  annual  dinner  of  the  Birmingham  Association 
was  held  on  Saturday ;  120  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
various  societies  sat  down.  Mr.  T.  Coles  took  the  chair. 
Some  short  time  ago  I  mentioned  that  the  Summer  Hill 
Club  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  another  club  is  to  be  opened 
in  the  district,  and  application  for  affiliation  has 
been  made  from  a  new  club  being  held  at  the 
Dudley  Castle  Inn.  This  new  society  will  be  visited 
next  week.  This  club  has  received  no  opposition 
from  any  neighbouring  clubs,  and  will  in  due 
course  no  doubt  be  accepted  by  the  association. 
I  wish  to  point  out  to  the  branch  secretaries  of  the 
Birmingham  Association  that  the  lists  with  donations  for 
the  purchasing  of  a  challenge  cup  for  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society  should  be  sent  in  at  once.  We  have 
some  clubs  who  do  not  give  prizes  when  the  annual  contest 
comes  round,  but  always  send  a  good  number  of  con 
testants.  To  these  clubs  I  wish  to  make  a  direct  appeal,  and 
hope  that  they  will  now  come  forward  with  their  donations 
in  order  to  make  the  cup  worthy  of  the  society.  The 
West  End  Society  have  just  forwarded  a  donation  of 
12s.  6d.  The  St.  Thomas's  Society  held  two  smoking 
concerts  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  last  in  aid  of  their 
prize  fund,  both  being  well  attended.  The  Anglers'  Pride 
Society  opened  their  new  club  room  at  the  Royal  Oak 
Inn,  Barr-street,  Hockley,  on  Wednesday  with  a  concert 
the  proceeds  being  handed  over  to  the  General  Hospital 
Fund;  W.  Butter,  Esq.,  presided. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
Finer  weather — although  still  somewhat  cold,  as  we  are 
no  win  the  middle  of  the  "  Blackthorn  winter  " — has  brought 
numerous  angling  visitors  to  the  Derbyshire  fishing  streams ; 
and,  as  a  rule,  both  fly  and  bottom  anglers  have  had  satisf  ac 
tory  sport.   On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Derwent  the  fisher, 
men  have  been  numerous,  consisting  chiefly  of  Yorkshire 
friends  over  the  border — Sheifielders  mostly,  with  a  fair 
sprinkling  of  Manchester  sportsmen.    On  the  Derwent 
Dale,  Ashopton,  Yorkshire  Bridge,  and  Bamford  lengths 
bottom  fishing  and  trolling  have  been  good,  and  fly  fishing 
has  been  much  better  than  hitherto.    Flies  of  various 
kinds  are  appearing  in  greater  numbers  on  the  waters,  and- 
fish  are  rising  much  more  freely  than  they  have  yet  done. 
On  the  Hathersage  lengths,  running  from  Sickleholme,  by 
Hathersage,  to  beyond  Grindleford — which  are  amongst 
the  best  waters  of  the  Derwent— there  has  been  very  fair 
sport,  and  several  of  the  anglers  there  have  made  good 
baskets ;  and  on  the  adjoining  reaches  by  Stoke  and 
Calver  some  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken.  The 
Chatsworth  and  Baslow  Club  waters  have  fully  sustained 
their  reputation.   Visitors  have  been  numerous,  and  many 
of  them  had  well-filled  creels;  amongst  the  fish  taken 
being  some  fine  Lochleven  trout.    The  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire takes  care  that  these  waters  are  kept  well  stocked, 
and  every  year  hundreds  of  trout  from  the  neighbouring 
moorland  streams  are  turned  into  them.    The  Chatsworth 
district  is  just  now  a  veritable  angler's  paradise.  From 
Beely    Bridge    downwards    to    Rowsley,  the  angling 
generally  has    been  successful,  and   numerous  brace 
of    good    sized    fish    have    been    killed  on  these 
picturesque  reaches.    The  Darley  Dale  waters,  both 
above    and    below  Darley  Bridge,  have  during  the 
week  afforded  very  fair  sport,   and  some  good  baskets 
have  been  made  there  by  both  fly  and  bottom  fishermen, 
principally  residents  in  the  locality.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  Matlock  Bridge,  both  on  the  club  and  the  private 
lengths,  a  goodly  number  of  fine  fish,  amongst  them  Loch- 
levens,  have  been  taken  ;  and  in  the  Matlock  Dale  and 
Bath  waters  some  good  sport  has  been  had,  one  angler 
capturing  about  five  brae  3,  and  another  taking,  amongst 
other  fish,  a  fine  fellow  between  21b.  and  31b.  in  weight, 
The  trout  run  large  this  season  in  many  parts  of  the 
Derwent.    A  few  anglers  have  met  with  fair  success  on 
the  fly  lengths  between  Cromford  Bridge  and  Lea  Hurst 
Woods,  and  the  adjoining  Holmosford  waters  have  yielded 
several  brace  of  good  sized  fish.    On  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  river,  as  far  as  Belper,  angling  has  been  very  satis- 
factory, and  well  filled  baskets  have  been  the  rule,  chiefly 
made  by  bottom  fishing  and  spinning. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  weather  in  this  district  has  very  much  improved 
during  the  past  week,  greatly  improving  the  condition  of 
the  River  Hull  and  its  tributaries.  Several  good  trout 
have  been  taken  in  different  parts,  scaling  from  lib.  to 
lib.  lOoz.  each.  Pike  fishing  has  also  occupied  the 
attention  of  some  anglers  with  a  fair  amount  of  success, 
the  largest  fish  71b.  The  Sandringham  Angling  and 
Recreation  Society  fished  their  first  match  this  season  at 
Weelferry,  resulting  in  Messrs.  T.  Badcliffe,  W.  Ward, 


and  R.  Foster  taking  the  firat  three  prizes;  and  at  the 
Brunswick  Angling  Society's  match,  which  took  place  on 
Swinemoor,  Mr.  E.  Clifford  took  the  first  prize.  The 
Kingston  A.S.  also  fished  their  first  match  on  Swinemoor, 
Mr.  Joseph  Chadburn  being  first,  and  Messrs.  W.  Fuller- 
ton  and  J.  Kellett  the  next  two.  The  Navigation  Angling 
Society  opened  their  season  at  Weelferry,  Mr.  William 
Gamble  taking  first  prize  ;  Mr.  J.  Woodall,  second ;  and 
Mr.  C.  Wurr,  third.  Bottom  fishing  on  the  havens  and 
drains  has  been  very  fair.  The  Hull  Town  A.S.  fished  at 
Patrington  Haven,  when  Mr.  C.  Clarkson  took  first 
honours,  Messrs.  T.  Craughan  and  Geo.  Thompson  the 
next  two.  The  Izaak  Walton  fished  their  opening  match, 
Mr.  T.  Croker  being  first.  Two  good  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Burstwick  drain,  at  Hedon,  by  Mr.  A.  Greave, 
heaviest  fish  lib.  lS^oz.  On  May  20  the  Holderness 
Thursday  Angling.  Society  will  fish  their  first  match  at 
Hedon.  On  the  22nd  the  Victoria  Angling  Society  hold 
their  annual  open  angling  match  on  the  River  Hull  at 
DuLswell.  The  new  angling  society,  the  Wednesday 
A.S.,  will  hold  a  special  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening,  at 
headquarters  at  8,  to  arrange  for  their  first  match. 
-  FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
The  improved  condition  of  the  weather  last  week  led  to 
a  large  turn  out  of  anglers,  and  numerous  good  panniers  of 
trout  were  obtained  all  along  the  line.  This  week,  how- 
ever, has  been  of  a  wretched  character  ;  the  elements  seem 
to  have  gone  mad,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  a  terrible 
gale  of  wind  is  blowing,  accompanied  by  heavy  rain,  which 
will  certainly  result  in  floods.  Since  our  last  notes,  Mr. 
Stamper,  of  Buttermere,  whilst  fishing  on  Crummock 
water,  brought  to  net  a  trout  of  over  31b.;  and  the  Keswick 
waters  have  yielded  some  handsome  specimens,  namely, 
four  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  W.  Cowperthwaite,  the  best  of 
which  scaled  51b. ;  Mr.  A.  Wilkinson,  about  101b.  (ten 
fish) ;  Mr.  T.  Hudspith  had  one  of  3£lb;  Mr.  J.  Banks,  a 
nice  lot  running  from  ljlb.  to  21b.  each ;  Mr.  A.  W. 
Coulson,  a  couple  of  two  pounders ;  whilst  Mr.  W.  Newton , 
Mr.  T.  Hodgson,  and  others  have  brought  home  equally 
good  fish.  Amongst  Cockermouth  fishermen,  Messrs. 
R.  Mitchell,  Dodgson,  J.  Mitchell,  Graham,  Walker,  and 
numerous  others  have  baen  successful.  Intending  visitors 
to  this  district  would  do  well  to  postpone  their  arrange- 
ments for  a  week  or  two,  in  hope  of  better  weather. 
FROM  LANCASHIRE. 
There  are  not  many  reports  to  hand,  but  they  are  varied. 
None,  however,  are  exciting.  Mr.  Brooks  has  had  a  few 
fair  baskets  with  the  fly,  and  we  hear  of  a  few  good  fish 
with  the  minnow  and  worm.  It  is  a  pity  that  our  men 
won't  let  coarse  fish  alone.  Only  last  Sunday  several 
disgraced  themselves  and  their  county  by  killing  spawning 
fish  at  Northwich.  The  County  Palatine  Angling  Associa- 
tion hold  their  next  delegate  meeting  at  the  headquarters 
of  the  Merry  Anglers  on  the  12th.  There  are  rumours 
afloat  that  they  intend  running  a  trip  to  Chester  some 
Sunday  in  July.  The  Clifton  anglers  have  been  fortunate 
in  securing  some  private  waters,  and  are  now  busily 
engaged  in  working  out  the  stocking  arrangements.  The 
Worsley  Canal  Fishery  Board  are  noted  for  a  meeting  on 
the  _14th,  in  Manchester.  At  Barton  the  local  club  are 
looking  forward  to  a  busy  season.  Good  reports  are  also 
to  hand  from  Leigh  and  Atherton,  where  are  located  some 
good  clubs  and  hundreds  of  fishermen,  who  fairly  revel  in 
coarse  fishing  and  competitions  of  all  kinds. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 
The  spell  of  genial  weather  exparienced  last  week  was 
unfortunately  all  too  short.  Trout  anglers  were  buoyed 
with  the  hope  that,  as  the  time  of  year  had  arrived 
for  a  continuation  of  such  warmth,  that,  other  conditions 
favourable,  they  would  be  able  to  revel  in  the  delightful 
pastime  of  fly  fishing  for  some  time  to  come.  But,  alas  ! 
disappointment  has  again  overtaken  them.  Truly  it  may 
be  said  that  the  English  climate  is  as  fickle  as  any 
coquette,  for  is  it  not  a  fact  that  we  get  a  change  of  weather- 
almost  every  diy  ?  Excessively  cold  winds  have  again 
prevailed  sine  >  Saturday,  and  all  chance  of  successful  fly 
fishing  has  consequently  been  upset.  Sport  this  week  has 
been  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  bottom  tackle,  and 
the  reports  which  have  come  to  hand  are  far  from  satis- 
factory. It  is  stated  that  the  streams  are  now  getting 
very  low,  and,  unless  we  get  some  rain  and  warm  weather 
the  trout  fishing  season  will  not  be  the  success  as  was  at 
one  time  anticipated. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 
The  workingmen  of  this  city  hive  power  to  protect 
their  own  particular  class  of  sport,  i.e.,  coarse  fishing,  , 
by  exercising  an  oversight  of  the  dealers.    The  con- 
viotion  certainly    establishes  a  preosdent  in  Salford, 
but  the  sentence,  5s.  or  seven  days,  for  having  unseason- 
able food,  and  admitting  the  intention  to  sell,  was 
disappointing.    The  disallowing  of  expenses  to  a  principal 
witness  caused  much  surprise,  and  will  not  assist  officials 
in  getting  independent  witnesses  to  give  evidence  at 
Salford  Police  Court.    Our  best  thanks  are  due  to  Mr. 
Fordham,  and  it  is  to  b9  hoped  that  Manchester  anglers 
will  stir  up  our  dormant  officials  ;  they  could  easily  obtain 
convictions.    Twice  within  the  last  fourteen  days  your 
correspondent  has  been  asked  to  go  and  see  grayling 
exposed  for  sale  close  to  our  Royal  Exchange ;  and  in 
many  shop3  coarse  fish  are  exposed,  and  hawkers  ply  their 
trade    unblushingly.    The  Blue  Bells  held  their  usual 
business  meeting  on  the  4th,  but  it  was  not  very  well 
attended,  consequently  some  items  were  postponed.  The 
Kingfishers  held  their_  May  meeting  on  the  4th,  and 
disposed  of  a  lot  of  business.  _  This  society  still  maintains 
an  excsllent  position.    Our  city  clubs  are  rapidly  complete 
ing  their  season's  arrangements,  and  when  emancipation 
day  arrivos,  will  be  free  to  indulge  in  actual  outdoor  sport. 
FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  weather  continues  unsettled,  with  heavy  showors  of 
rain  and  hail  at  intervals.    The  Trent  has  run  down,  not 
over  rapidly,  and  was,  when  these  notes  wore  despatched, 
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'  THp,^lRrLf.™HER'  4  B0ON  T0  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS 

rloHING  JACKET 

Will  be  received  with  favour  by  those  who  study 
comfort  with  ai>i>:arance.,:  —  Fishing  Gazette, 
Nov.  14,  189&   

"  An  admirably  designed  coat  ....  so  out 
at  the  back  that,  while  it  allows  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  to  the  shoulders  and  arms,  it 
always  falls  intj  its  place  and  hangs  well  and  ship- 
shape. It  is,  in  fact,  exactly  whit  a  true  sports- 
man requires  -a  thoroughly  useful  and  workman- 
like garment."  -Rod  and  Gun,  Oct.  17,  1896. 


o 


J? 


'"RESISTUS'  is  the  name  of  a  new  c'oth  which 
has  the  tenacity  and  Eomewhat  the  appearance  of 
linen  twill,  but  to  the  touch  there  is  that  feeling  of 
softness  and  comfort  inseparable  from  a  woollen 
material.  ...  A  more  suitable  fabric  out  of 
which  to  fashion  sportsmen's  garments  could  not 
be  imagined."— Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  14,  189S. 


DR.  JAEGER'S  CO.  LTD., 

PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  CONDUIT  STREET,  W. 

Telegrams  —  "  HIGHMOST,  LONDON." 


The  MILITARY  EQUIPMENT  STORES 


AND 


"TORTOISE"  TENTS  CO.  Ltd., 

Have  been  appointed  to  fully  equip  and  provision 

the 

FAROESE  AND  ICELANDIC 


18  9  7. 


(Organised  and   personally   conducted  by  J.  Russell 
Jeaffreson,  F.R.G.S.,  and  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole). 


Full  particulars  of  the  Expedition  can  he  obtained 
at  the  Company's  Stores, 

7,  WATERLOO  PLACE,  PALL  MALL,  S.W.; 

Or  at  the  Offices  of  the  Expedition, 

.    40,  DUKE  STREET,  ST.  JAMES'S,  SI 


Ifie  above  Company  invite  inspection  of  their  varied  Equipments, 
specially  designed  for  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  large  or  small 
Fishing  and  Shooting  Parties  to  all  parts  of  the  World. 


s  and  French  Souds. 


Maggi's 
CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tabes, 
Is.  8d. ; 
Post  Free,  Is.  lOfd. 


Maggi's 

French  Soups 

(33  Varieties) 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is,  fd. ; 
Post  Free,  h.  7d. 


Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  be  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

—  ■  .  Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19,  1896. 

Fiease  Bend  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  Consomme.  "We  have  found  th« 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Bines,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar 

.    ' Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  1896 
l  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con- 
sidered.  The  Consomme  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

 (Signed)        Joseph  Bussell-Jkaffbrson,  F.B.G.S.,  Ac. 

OF  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET, 

LONDON,  W., 

  Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme"  may  be  tasted  daily. 


Patent 
NAT  U MAI. 

WING  FLIES 

2/6  per  doz. 


J.  RICHARDSON, 

FISHING  ROD  AND  TACKLE  MANUFACTURER 

fo  ^.H.Jl  princess  of  "Pales. 


Patent 
Luciferous 

MAY  FLIES 

Unsinkable, 
6  6  doz. 


(Lute  Maiuti/er  to  H.  I>  CNhTI  LL.  > 

In  consequence  of  the  relinquishment  of  the  Fishing  Tackle  business  of  Mr  I 
Dunhill,  of  125  and  127,  Euston-road,  N.W.,  Mr.  J.  RICHAEDSON  lias  opened 
Premises  at  111,  JUDD-STREET,  KING'S  CROSS,  N.W.,  for  the  sale  of 

HIGH   CLASS    FISHING    RODS   AND  TACKLE 

LOAV 


PATENT 

J.  R. 
EYED  FLY 
BOX. 


PRICKS. 


Ill 


Note  only  Address : 

,  JTJDD  STREET, 
KING'S  CROSS. 


Patent 
Luciferous  ■ 
SALMON 
FLIES. 


BELL  &  PRICHARD 

2,  LUDGATE  CIRCUS,  E.C, 


(Opposite  Cook's  Tourist  Office.) 


FISHING  &  SHOOTING  OUTFITS 

A  SPECIALITY. 


ALL  GOODS  THOROUGHLY  SHRUNK. 


Norfolk  Suits,  from  £2  5  0 

Tourist  and  Business  Suits,  to  measure,  from  ...  2  10  0 
Scotch  Tweed  Knickerbocker  Breeches,  from    ...  0  13  6 

WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

An  enjoyable  day's  Ashing,  In  a  lovely  spot,  within  13  minutes  of  Waterloo.  Book  to  Wimbledon  \ 

Park  Station. 

PUNTS  AND  BOATS  ON  II  l  UK.      DINNEBS  AND  TEAS  AT  THE  COTTAGE. 
OTTOM    FISHING,  ONE    ROD    Is.    PER    DAY.  I 


Proprietor— J.  GABLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 
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'  a  splendid  condition  for  salmon  fishing.  Gentlemen  had 
peen  out  at  King's  Mills  and  Shardlow,  but  hid  not 
iiuoceeded  in  running  a  fish.  Three  or  four,  however,  had 
i  been  seen  on  the  move  below  King's  Mills  Ferry.  Trout 
!  mgling  is  now  in  full  swing,  for  the  season  opened  on  the 
'  1st  on  the  well  stocked  Greet ;  whilst  it  began  in 
jarnest  on  the  middle  and  upper  stretches  of  the  Dover 
Beck.  Fly  only  is  allowed,  and  the  takes  have  varied  in 
Uxten't.  Some  fine  fish  have,  however,  been  met  with  on 
;he  Greet  by  subscribers  whipping  early  and  late.  Odd 
I  trout  have  again  been  caught  at  the  outflow  cf  the  Greet 
i  below  Fiskerton  Wall  by  visitors  from  Nottingham.  Last 
week  I  briefly  referred  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Wellington  Society,  and  now  I  might  add  that  the 
society  has  a  balance  in  hand  of  £40.  The  Welling- 
ton give  gold  medals  for  competition  for  the  various 
kinds  of  coarse  fish,  and  the  esteemed  president  (Mr. 
W.  Gaskell)  offers  one  for  the  best  specimen  amongst 
the  whole  recorded  on  the  books.  In  addition,  cups,  valued 
at  ten  guineas  each,  are  given  by  Sir  Henry  Bromley  and 
i  Mr.  T.  E.  Hooley.  The  meeting  passed  the  following 
resolution  :  "  The  members  of  the  Wellington  have  heard 
with  deep  regret  of  the  serious  illness  of  the  wife  of  their 
old  member,  Mr.  Henry  Coxon,  and  beg  him  to  accept 
their  sincere  sympathy  and  earnest  wishes  for  her  safe 
recovery."  In  conveying  the  above  to  me,  Mr.'H.  Spray, 
the  hard-working  hon.  secretary,  says  :  "  Personally,  I  am 
very  sorry  indeed  to  hear  how  serious  matters  are  with 
you.  You  have  had  an  immense  deal  of  trouble,  and  I  can 
assure  you  you  have  my  heartiest  sympathy."  Needless 
to  say,  I  appreciate  the  kindness  extended  very  greatly 
indeed.  Amputation  of  the  left  leg  of  my  wife,  who  has 
often  fished  at  King's  Mills,  has  been  rendered  necessary, 
and  she  is  making  slow  progress  towards  recovery. 
FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
Thanks  to  the  warmer  weather  we  have  experienced 
during  the  past  week,  Sheffield  fishing  enthusiasts  have 
had  a  much  better  time  of  it,  and  the  various  streams  and 
waters  patron's  ^d  by  them  have  been  fairly  well  attended. 
Sport  in  the  Sheaf  has  been  moderately  good ;  and  on 
Saturday  afternoon  an  angler,  fishin?  iu  the  water  at  the 
rear  of  the  Waggon  and  Horses  Hotel,  Millhouses,  had 
some  fairly  satisfactory  sport.  Two  hours  and  a  half 
careful  fishing  yielded  a  c  Duple  of  brae  3  of  nice  trout,  the 
fish  being  in  excellent  condition  and  of  fair  size.  The 
waters  rented  by  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Association 
have  been  well  looked  after,  and  the  stretch  in  the  river 
Amber,  near  to  Wingfield  Station,  has  furnished  good 
results,  anglers  who  have  waited  until  the  quiet  of  the 
evenings  having  fared  the  best.  The  best  bait  has  been 
maggot  and  dock  gtub,  and  the  fish  have  generally 
been  of  good  size.  In  the  private  waters  of  the  Amber 
good  sport  has  been  forthcoming.  Yisitors  to  Retford 
have  been  able  to  find  some  good  fish  in  the  Idle,  but  on 
the  whole  the  fishing  has  not  been  quite  so  good  a3  might 
reasonably  have  been  expected.  An  improvement  has 
been  noted  in  the  fishing  in  the  Derwent,  and  bottom 
anglers  have  had  much  better  luck.  The  club  waters  at 
Chatsworth,  Darley  Dale,  Cromford  Bridge,  and  Matlock 
Bath  have  had  several  rods  out ;  and  fly  fishing  has  yielded 
some  nice  takes.  In  the  Holmesford  Cottaee  water  some 
very  good  fish  have  been  caught,  and  this  stretch  has 
lately^  been  visited  by  both  Lancashire  and  York  hire 
ingleri. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

The  piscicultural  operations  of  the  Shropshire  Severn 
Angling  Association  at  their  establishment  in  the  Quarry 
Grounds,  at  Shrewsbury,  have  this  season  proved  quite  as 
raccessful  as  has  been  the  case  in  former  years.  About 
50,000  fry  have  been  hatched  out  and  reared,  and  these 
for  the  most  part  have  been  placed  in  the  Severn,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  county  town.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
however,  that  the  association  has  been  unable  to  obtain 
:he  use  of  a  suitable  stream  in  which  to  keep  the 
fry  until  they  are  large  enough  to  evade  the  pike 
ind  other  coarse  fish  which,  unfortunately,  abound 
in  every  part  of  the  Severn  in  this  district.  Whether 
it  not  anglers  fishing  in  the  Severn  solely  and 
ivowedly  for  coarse  fish  may  be  compelled  to  take  out  the 
'trout  and  char"  rod  and  line  licences  issued  by  the 
jonservancy  board 'is  a  legal  problem,  and  one  which  is 
low  in  a  fair  way  of  definite  settlement.  In  a  recent 
yaae  at  Upton-on-Sevem,the  magistrates  virtually  decided 
;hat  bond  fide  coarse  fish  anglers  were  not  obliged  to  arm 
ihemselves  with  these  documents.  More  recently  still 
;he  Bridgnorth  justices  have  gitren  a  similar  judgment, 
out  it  is  understood  that  the  case  last  referred  to  will  be 
:ontested  in  a  higher  court.  In  the  interests  of  fishery 
egislation  it  is  most  desirable  that  the  question  should  be 
mmediately  settled,  as  the  already  onerous  work  of  the 
oailiffs  is  being  rendered  more  than  ever  difficult. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  beautifully  fine  this  week,  but  the 
ivenings  have  been  very  chilly,  and  a  very  strong  wind 
jlowing  from  N.E.  most  of  the  time,  which  made  fly  fisti- 
ng rather  difficult.  The  Teme  is  a  nice  level  and  exceed- 
ngly  fine,  but  the  fish  are  not  on  the  move,  and  sport  has 
ieen  very  slow  indeed,  several  have  returned  home  without 
i  fish,  and  a  couple  of  brace  has  been  about  the  greatest 
:atch  of  trout.  The  Duns  and  March  Brown  the  only 
lies  that  Drought  the  fish  to  the  top  of  the  water.  The 
Severn  is  also  very  bright  and  clear,  but  I  have  not  seen  a 
ingle  club  member  on  the  water,  but  have  heard  of 
leveral  trying  the  minnow  under  the  weirs,  but  sport  nil. 
Che  nets  have  taken  a  few  more  salmon  this  week,  and 
;he  price  has  gone  down  Is.  per  lb. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Most  of  the  rivers  have  been  favourable  for  fly  fishing. 
There  has  been  good  sport  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ifniresborough,  several  nice  baskets  of  trout  having  been 
aken  during  the  past  week.   Yery  large  baskets  of  pike 


have  been  secured  on  the  lire  round  Boroughbridge.  A 
large  number  of  rods  have  been  out  on  the  Tadcaster  and 
Otley  lengths  of  the  Wharfe,  and  saveral  nice  catches  of 
flounders  are  reported  from  the  former,  whilst  at  .  Otley 
Bridge  the  "speckled  beauties  "  have  supplied  some  good 
baskets.  The  season  for  fishing  in  the  trout  streams  pre- 
served by  the  DufBeld  Angling  Club  has  just  opened,  Col. 
Charlesworth  making  the  highest  catch  of  five  and  a  half 
brace.  The  streams  are  abundantly  supplied  with  fish,  and  the 
outlook  for  the  season  is  most  favourable.  Of  late  capital 
baskets  of  trout,  up  to  fourteen  brace,  have  been  recorded 
on  the  Esk,  Messrs.  T.  Gray,  Wm.  Rhodes,  J.  C.  Walker, 
T.  Stinforth,  A.  Stanforth,  T.  Ward,  C.  Harrison,  J. 
Baker,  and  Aid.  Anderson  having  done  fairly  well  on 
the  Harrogate  Club  waters.  The  Blue  Partridge  (tail  fly), 
Water  Hen  Bloa,  Poult  Bloa,  and  Stone  Midge  (droppers) 
is  an  effeotive  cast  for  the  Yorkshire  rivers  at  the  present 
time. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents."] 

THE  "  ANGLER'S  LIBRARY." 

Dear  Sir,— The  publishers  of  the  "Angler's  Library," 
which  I  have  undertaken  to  edit  in  concert  with  Mr.  F.  G. 
Aflalo,  are  Messrs.  Laurence  and  Bullen.  It  will  consist 
of  six  (possibly  eight)  volumes  at  6s.  each.  Those  under 
my  immediate  supervision  are  the  volumes  dealing  with 
(1)  Salmon  and  sea  trout;  (2)  trout,  grayling,  and  char ; 
and  (3)  pike  and  perch.  Mr.  T.  Croft  will  write  the 
volume  on  trout,  Mr.  Jardine  on  pike  and  peroh,  and  I  am 
doing  the  one  on  salmon.  Mr.  Aflalo's  volumes  deal  with 
(1)  coarse  fish;  (2)  sea'  fish;  and  (3)  foreign  fish.  J  I 
believe  he  intends  to  write  the  volume  on  sea  fishing 
himself.  It  is  intended  that  the  first  volume  shall  appear 
in  October.— Yours  truly,  Herbert  Maxwell. 

Copenhagen. 

[Having  been  asked  if  we  could  give  any  information 
about  an  Angler's  Library  to  be  edited  by  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell,  we  wrote  to  him  for  particulars,  and  he  kindly 
sent  us  this  reply. — Ed,]  

CASTING  TO  A  RISING  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir,— In  the  last  issue  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  you 
discussed  the  question  of  what  is  the  correct  distance  to 
cast  in  front  of  a  rising  trout.  I  thoroughly  agree  with 
your  opinion  that  much  depends  upon  circumstances.  It 
may  be  a  question  of  inches  in  one  case  and  of  feet  in 
another.  You  refer  to  my  dictum,  that  6in.  in  front  of 
the  trout  is  the  proper  spot  on  which  to  drop  your  fly. 
But  this  advice  was  given  upon  the  assumption  that : 

1.  The  trout  was  feeding  in  slow,  unruffled  water.- 

2.  That  you  were  fishing  with  a  cast  4ft.  6in.  long,  and 
only  18in.  of  drawn  gut. 

There  are  dry  fly  fishermen  and  dry  fly  fishermen  ;  and 
those  who  use  9ft.  of  gut  and  cast  3ft.  or  4ft.  in 
front  of  their  fish  belong  to  the  "muzzle-loader,"  or 
"  chuck-and-chance-it  "  school.  In  the  teeth  of  a  down- 
stream wind — 3uch  as  I  fished  against  recently — it  was 
impossible  to  get  a  000  midge  out  straight  with  more 
than  one  link  of  drawn  gut.  This  bottom  link  was  backed 
by  3ft.  6in.  of  natural  tapered  gut,  and,  as  the  trout  were 
midging  there  was  no  chance  of  scoring  if  you  cast  over 
them  beyond  the  length  of  a  drawn  gut.  This  I  demon- 
strated over  and  over  again,  and  the  only  trout  I  took 
were  those  above  whose  nose  the  000  badger  hackled 
midge  dropped  within  six  inches.  It  was  pretty  work,  but 
very  trying  to  those  who  have  not  realised  the  artistic  joys 
of  dry  fly  fishing.  I  don't  want  to  convert  anyone  to  these 
higher  branches  of  dry  fly  fishing — there  are  not  trout 
enough  in  our  southern  streams  to  satisfy  us  even  now  ! 
But  when  I,  in  "  Angling  Holidays,"  told  my  readers  that 
I  fished  with  4ft.  6in.  of  gut,  I  gave  away  one  of  the  main 
secrets  of  my  success  as  a  dry  fly  fisherman. — Yours  truly, 

Bromley,  Kent.  _____  C.  W.  Gedney. 

THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DRY  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — Mr.  Marston,  in  his  review  of  "  The  Book 
of  the  Dry  Fly,"  is,  I  think,  mistaken  in  saying  that  the 
member  of  the  late  Houghton  Club  who  killed  most  fish 
in  the  season  a  few  years  ago  was  one  who  always  fished 
in  the  wet  fly  style.  I  was  a  member  of  the  club  myself 
for  fifteen  years,  and  can  confidently  state  that  no  man 
who  did  not  fish  dry  fly,  and  fish  it  pretty  well,  too,  ever 
killed  a  dozen  fish  in  the  season. 

All  credit  to  Mr.  Hall  for  giving  us  eyed  hooks,  which 
if  they  have  some  points  against  them  have  many  more  in 
their  favour  ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  their  introduction  had 
much  to  do  with  dry  fly  fishing,  which  was  a  common — I 
may  say  the  usual — practice  on  the  lower  Test,  and  to 
some  extent  on  such  minor  streams  as  the  Wandle, 
Darenth,  Cray,  &c.,  many  years  before  eyed  hooks  came 
into  anything  like  general  use. 

It  is  a  pity,  as  Mr.  Marston  remarks,  that  the  author  of 
"  The  Book  of  the  Dry  Fly"  has  not  fished  the  Test  for 
grayling  ;  had  he  done  so  he  would  assuredly  not  hold  his 
present  opinion  that  they  take  a  "  dragged,"  or  wet  fly, 
better  than  a  dry  one,  and  that  dry  fly  fishing  for  them  is 
very  poor  fun.  I  have  never  been  a  great  lover  of 
Thymallus  myself,  but  when  grayling  fishing  results  in 
such  baskets  as  three  to  six  brace  of  fish  averaging  over 
21b.  each,  all  killed  with  the  dry  fly,  mark  you,  it  can 
scarcely  be  treated  with  absolute  contempt  as  a  sport. 

With  the  author's  opinion  that  the  ideal  day  for  dry 
fly  fishing  is  a  windless,  or  practically  windless  one,"  and 
that  "  the  dry  fly  fisherman  does  not  want  to  see  a  ripple 
on  the  water,"  I  entirely  agree.—  Yours,  &c, 

Ballygunoe, 


Sir,— In  the  article  in  your  paper  of  May  1,  from  "  The 
Book  of  the  Dry  Fly,"  where  the  success  of  the  upstream 
wet  fly  fishing  is  referred  to  as  "  seeing  the  fish  take  the 
fly  and  striking  instantly,"  is  altogether  incorrect.  The 
success  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  a  trout  (or  any  other  fish) 
comes  close  to  the  bait,  be  it  what  it  may,  with  its  mouth 
shut.  On  opening  which  to  take  the  bait,  a  vacuum  is 
formed,  and  the  fly,  or  whatever  the  bait  may  be,  rushes 
in  with  the  water  to  fill  it.  As  a  consequence  a  very  much 
larger  number  of  kills  are  made  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  rises.  I  have  met  a  good  many  anglers  who 
knew  the  fact,  but  I  have  never  met  one  who  knew  the 
reason  of  it.  I  have  often  stood  on  a  bridge  over  a  clear 
shallow  stream,  and  with  a  few  worms  tried  experiments 
with  trout,  shooting  the  worms  off  my  thumb. 

It  is  really  wonderful  how  quickly  the  worms  disappear- 
on  the  opening  of  the  mouth. 

It  accounts  also  for  the  lar^e  percentage  of  total  misses, 
and  for  the  great  number  of  jagged  or  slightly  hooked  and 
dropped  fish  that  one  meets  with  in  the  course  of  a 
season's  fishing  downstream,  especially  in  one  flowing 
rapidly.— Yours,  «fec,   WM.  McBride. 

FISHING  IN  GALWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  solicit  the  intervention  of  the  F.  O, 
to  inquire  of  any  who  can  speak  from  experience,  what 
fishing  may  be  had  in  .Tune  at  Leenane,  and  at  Letterf  rack, 
co.  Galway  ;  also  whether  the  hotel  accommodation  there 
is  comfortable  for  lady  visitors  ? — Yours  truly,     H.  B. 

WET  v.  DRY  FLY. 

Dear  Sir, — Thousands  of  anglers  will  have  read  with 
pleasure  J.  H.  Barton's  letter,  and  have  endorsed  his 
views.  A  very  strong  argument  might  be  made  that  first 
class  wet  is  more  difficult  and  more  scientific  than  dry  fly 
work.  Dry  fly,  as  a  rule,  supposes  upstream,  fairly  calm 
water,  no  wind,  or,  if  any,  a  breeze  behind  you ;  for 
although  crack  hands  like  Mr.  Halford  or  Mr.  Pope,  and 
many  another,  can  urge  a  tiny  floater  in  the  face  of  a 
stiffish  wind,  yet  even  these  great  men  will  confess  that 
they  do  not  like  it,  but  prefer  a  favourable  draught  or  none 
at  all.  Personally,  I  regard  dry  fly  as  the  most  delightful 
branch  of  a  most  charming  sport,  but  the  "damp  'un" 
must  still  be  held  as  the  backbone  of  all-round  trouting. 

Oh  !  that  exasperating  phrase  "  chuck-and-chance-it." 
It  applies  well  enough  to  the  Downstream  Duffer  (capitals 
please)  who,  with  three  or  four  flies,  combs  the  rivers  in 
early  spring,  when  trout  are  hungry  and  unwary  ;  or  to  the 
old  gentleman,  who,  on  some  well  stocked  lake,  lets  the 
wind  and  the  boatman  do  all  his  fishing  for  him  ;  but  to 
the  real  artist,  who  with  gossamer  cast,  and  point  and 
dropper,  searches  every  eddy,  and  throws  his  tiny  lures 
between  every  aperture  of  the  leafy  banks,  now  up,  now 
across,  and  sometimes,  from  force  of  circumstances,  down- 
stream, it  is  nothing  short  of  a  libel.  See  how  the  point 
of  his  rod  feels  the  cast  from  the  moment  it  kisses  the 
water  !  A  slight  pull  or  check  at  the  line,  or  a  gleam  of 
gold  in  the  boiling  stickle,  an  instant  strike,  and  there  is  a 
lusty  fario  fast !  All  this  is  far  beyond  the  "  chuck-and- 
chance-it-er."  Best  wet  fly  fishing  assimilates  closely  to 
dry  fly.  All  my  wet  flies  are  made  to  float  fairly  well,  and, 
with  a  few  false  casts,  can  be  induced  to  swim  a  foot  or 
two  over  the  spot  where  a  trout  has  risen.  Even  the 
dropper,  a  most  useful  aid  to  the  wet  fly  man,  can  be 
-made  to  dibble  the  surface  in  the  eddies  or  under  the 
bushes. 

No,  no,  praise  up  dry  fly  as  much  as  you  please,  but  do 
not  run  down  wet  fly,  which  has  always  been  the  faithful 
servant  of  the  trouter,  and  which,  when  used  in  its  highest 
flights,  is  to  the  full  as  scientific  as  its  comrade  lure. — > 
Yours  faithf  ullly,  _____  Heron. 

MEMS  AND  QUERIES. 
Dear  Sir, — A  letter  of  mine  under  the  above  heading 
appears  in  your  issue  of  April  24.  It  also  appeared  a 
mouth  or  so  previously.  Of  course  I  am  far  from  doubting 
that  a  letter  of  mine  deserves  repeating  in  this  way,  but 
should  be  obliged  all  the  same  if  you  would  kindly  let  me 
say  that  I  had  no  hand  in  it  myself.  However,  now  that 
we  are  on  the  subject,  I  would  again  ask  some  Shannon 
man — no  man  knows  better  than  Mr.  Enright,  or,  say,  Mr. 
Hurley — what  are  croneen  ?  These  fish  leave  the  Shannon 
in  great  numbers  every  year  at  Meelick,  and  push  up  the 
Brusna  to  Parsonstown,  and  find  their  way  into  the  small 
tributaries  of  this  latter  river,  where  they  are  poached  out 
in  hundreds.  I  have  seen  the  countrywomen  hawking 
them,  about  the  military  barracks  at  Crinkle  (Parsonstown), 
when  I  lay  there  some  years  ago,  in  great  numbers.  They 
run  from  lib.  in  weight  to  21b.  or  31b.  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
trust  my  recollection,  resemble  bull  trout.  Locally  they 
are  called  croneens.         ______  Mona. 

FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 
Dear  Sir, — Early  in  June  I  shall  be  spending  a  few 
weeks'  holidays  at  Bowness  (Windermere).  Will  any  of 
your  readers  or  correspondents  kindly  advise  me  as  to  how 
or  where  I  oan  get  some  trout  fishing  in  the  neighbour, 
hood  ?   I  do  not  expect  it  free.— Yours  truly, 

_____  Chapman, 

LATE  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  any  of  your_  readers  be  so  kind  as  to 
tell  me  from  their  personal  experience  Vliere  I  would  bo 
likely  to  get  really  good  Sootch  loch  fishing  with  fly  (no 
worm  or  trolling,  please)  for  brown  trout,  late  in  the 
summer,  say  September  ? 

I  know  I  am  asking  for  a  hard  thing,  as  the  spring  or 
early  summer  is  the  time  for  the  brown  trout ;  but  it  will 
perhaps  make  it  oasier  when  I  say  that  the  party  will  be 
simply  myself  and  my  brother-in-law  (no  ladies),  and  that 
we  don't  mind  roughing  it  a  bit,  nor  going  a  long  way 
north,  provided  we  get  good  fishing  and  decent  inexpen- 
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sive  lodgings  when  we  get  to  oar  destination.  Quality  of 
fish  rather  than  quantity  is  our  ambitioD,  and  we  would 
prefer  nice  lodgings  to  an  hotel,  and  a  district  in  which 
there  are  boats  on  the  lochs. — Yours,  G. 

SEA.  FISHING  NEAR  EDINBURGH. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  kindly 
tell  me  of  a  eood  sea  fishing  resort  within  a  convenient 
distance  of  Edinburgh  or  Glasgow,  and  species  of  fish 
caught,  &c,  during  the  month  of  August  ?— Yours,  &c, 
_____  Malvernian.' 

BORDER  ESK— A  CORRECTION. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reading  over  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
April  24,  and  the  notes  on  the  Border  Esk,  I  see  an  error, 
or  rather  a  misunderstanding,  as  to  the  length  of  water  you 
can  fish  for  £4  4s.  Instead  of  ten  miles,  it  is  nearer  forty 
miles  from  its  source,  via  the  Gray  Mare's  Tail  to  the 
Sol  way.  It  can  all  be  fished  except  the  short  bits  that 
are  preserved,  where  there  are  notices  to  guide  the 
fisher ;  also  the  Liddle  and  its  tributaries ;  four  guineas 
includes  the  whole  association  waters. 

Fishers  cannot  appreciate  enough  the  great  privileges 
they  enjoy  for  such  good  fishing  as  we  get  in  the  Esk  and 
its  tributaries  for  such  cheap  rates.  Where  in  all  Scotland 
can  we  get  such  a  privilege  as  salmon,  sea  trout,  herling, 
yellow  trout,  all  for  such  small  sums  ?  His  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Buccleuch  last  year  paid  £400  for  his  share  to 
buy  up  the  nets,  &c,  so  that  we  would  have  good  stocked 
waters  only  to  ba  fished  with  rod  and  line. — Yours.  &c. 

_____         Skippers  Brig. 

MISLEADING  REPORTS. 
Sir,— Having  seen  a  report  of  angling  on  the  Bannfrom 
your  correspondent,  J.  A.  B.,  in  your  issue  of  the  F.  G.  of 
1st  inst.,  where  he  says :  "  This  stream  is  in  prime  order 
for  trouting.  Anglers  on  the  Movanagher  sections  did 
well  during  the  past  week.  The  first  runs  of  salmon  will 
arrive  with  the  first  big  flood  in  May."  Will  your  corre- 
spondent give  the  names  of  the  anglers  who  did  so  well  on 
these  sections  ?  Not  a  trout  has  been  taken  at  Kilrea  or 
Movanagher  nor  has  any  gentleman  yet  been  out  on  either 
The  river  is  much  too  full,  and  not  a  trout  has  been  seen 
rising  on  the  deep  reaches.  There  are  very  small  portions 
at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  among  the  eel  weirs  at  Kilrea  and 
Movanagher  where  some  trout  could  now  be  taken,  but  not 
at  the  time  stated  by  your  correspondent,  as  it  was  then 
8in.  higher  than  now.  The  first  runs  of  salmon  do  not 
require  a  big  flood  in  May  to  bring  them  into  the  river,  as 
they  have  a  long,  deep  reach  of  water  from  the  sea  to 
Caronroe,  a  distance  of  fifteen  mile3.  There  are  salmon 
already  in  the  river,  as  some  were  taken  in  the  cults  at 
Coleraine  early  in  April,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  know 
where  they  have  rested  in  the  river  on  account  of  the  very 
high  water.— Yours  truly,  Daniel  O'Fee 

FISHING  IN  PEMBROKESHIRE. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  Mr.  John  G.  Gilbert's  inquiry, 
there  is  no  bottom  fishing  in  either  the  East  or  West 
Cleddau  rivers,  with  the  one  exception  of  a  few  eels,  but 
plenty  of  trout,  which  run  very  small,  also  graveling  (a 
hybrid  between  Salmo  salar  and  Salmo  fario),  which  only 
reach  the  size  of  sprats,  and  do  not  migrate  to  the  sea. 
I  have  had  several  years'  experience  in  the  fishing  of  these 
rivers,  and  much  regret  the  inefficient  preservation. 

Leave  to  fish  can  easily  be  obtained,  and  a  trout  licence 
may  be  had  for  3s.  Gd.— Faithfully  yours, 

Brighton.    H.  S.  Harlanb. 


FISHING  IN  WEST  CUMBERLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  through 
your  paper  kindly  give  me  particulars  as  to  trout  fishing 
in  West  Cumberland  streams,  making  Ravenglass  a  centre 
viz. :  1.  Streams.  2.  How  obtainable.  3.  Best  time  of 
year._  4.  Baits  allowed.  5.  If  wading  a  necessity,  and 
permitted.  By  doing  so  you  will  greatly  oblige.— Yours 
t™ly.  George  W.  Bate. 

Worcester. 

FTSHING  IN  DUMFRIES. 
Dear  Sir,— Can  you  or  any  of  your  readers  give  me 
any  information  about  the  Tarras  water  (Dumfriesshire), 
as  I  intend  spending  a  few  days  in  the  Canobie  district 
between  July  and  August  ?  What  flies  would  be  used 
(trout  or  midge),  and  oblige.— Yours,  &c, 

___       Robert  D.  Tait. 

THE  DEVERON— A  QUERY. 

Sir, — The  question  asked  under  this  heading  in  your 
issue  of  March,  to  which  you  were  good  enough  to 
append  an  editorial  note  pointing  out  its  importance,  has 
not  been  replied  to. 

If  you  will  be  so  kind  as  to  permit  me  to  repeat  it  I 
hope  that  "II.  W."  will  supply  the  information  asked 
for. 

Those  who  are  acquainted  with  the  present  position  of 
affairs  on  this  unfortunate  river,  know  well  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  any  statements  as  to  tho  number  of  fish 
able  to  get  up  the  river,  to  which  publicity  is  given,  should 
be  accurate,  and  if  inaccurate,  how  important  it  is  that 
they  should  be  contradicted.— I  am,  sir,  your  obedient 
servant,  — —  p 

FISH^G  NEAR  BRISTOL. 
tt-HK-AB  SiR— Would  you  or  any  of  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  oblige  me  with  particulars  as  to  trout 
fishing  at  Winterbourne,  near  Bristol?    I  believe  the 
river  Frome  runs  through  this  district.— Yours  faithfully 

  E.  W.  E 

FISHING  IN  AND  NEAR  PARIS. 

Sir,— I  had  been  wanting  to  try  an  experiment  with  the 
fly  on  the  river  Marne.  It  is  a  lovely  river,  and  I  had 
often  been  there  to  get  into  tho  quiet  country  and  had 
always  s?cn  people  fishing,  but  not  with  fly.    Tho  Marne 


runs  into  the  Seine  at  Charenton,  and  is  about,  an  hour's 
ride  by  boat,  but  the  weather  had  been  so  bad  this  spring 
I  did  not  care  to  go  ;  but  on  Easter  Monday,  being  very 
fine,  I  started  early,  and  on  getting  to  the  river  I  found  a 
great,  number  already  fishing,  and  found  out  it  was  the 
last  day,  as  the  close  season  then  begins  and  goes  on  until 
June  15.  It  seems  a  strange  time  for  the  close  season  I 
had  no  rod,  as  I  had  left  mine  in  Normandy,  so  had  my 
walking  stick,  and  cut  a  long  stick  from  a  tree  and  bound 
them  together,  and  then  put  on  a  short  line  and  a  gut  cast 
and  three  or  four  flies,  and  set  to  work,  letting  the  flies 
sink.  What  a  get  up  for  fly  fishing.  By  this  time  there 
were  some  hundreds  of  men,  women,  and  children  fishing 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  besides  any  amount  of  picnic 
parties.  r 

Their  amusement  was  great  at  my  rig  up,  and  it  amused 
me  to  see  it.  Many  passed  me  in  fits  of  laughter,  and 
exiled  out  "  Tres  bon."  I  did  not  eet  a  fish,  and  saw  none 
caught,  so  I  sat  down  to  watch  for  nearly  an  hour  where 
there  were  over  thirty  fishing  close  around  me,  and  iu  that 
time  saw  two  caught,  and  they  were  not  more  than  liin. 
lor,g.  I  strolled  two  or  three  miles  up  the  river,  and  was 
quite  puzzled  at  what  they  were  fishing  with,  and  I  saw 
almost  all  of  them  had,  lying  on  the  grass  on  paper,  and 
some  had  large  tins  full  of  what  looked  like  thick  blood  or 
liver,  and  they  kept  picking  little  bits  and  putting  on  their 
nooks.and  one  man  took  up  a  good  handful  of  wet  clay 
and  mixed  a  lot  of  the  stuff  with  it  in  his  hands,  and  set  to 
work  fishing  with  it.  That  beat  all  the  fishing  I  ever  saw 
or  heard  of.  I  thought  what  a  contrast  to  the  dry  fly  I 
had  always  been  used  to,  and  how  it  set  me  longing  for 
the  time  to  come  to  return  to  Normandy,  which  is  now 
very  close  at  hand,  I  am  glad  to  say. 

In  the  evening,  on  my  return,  I  called  on  a  French 
gentleman  who  is  a  great  fisherman,  but  not  in  the  way 
I  had  seen  it  done  in  the  day,  and  I  told  him  what  I  had 
seen,  and  he  said  it  was  blood  they  used,  so  that  proved 
what  I  thought  to  be  the  case.  J.  McRae. 

FISHING  IN  IRELAND— GREEN  DRAKE 
SEASON. 

Dear  Sir,— From  time  to  time  I  have  seen  letters 
in  the  Fishing  Gazette  asking  for  information  upon  the 
above  subject.  I  can  strongly  recommend  Lough  Derg 
Nenagh,  on  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway.  Train 
starting  from  Kingsbridge  at  9.15  a.m.  would  briDg 
visitor  to  Dromineer  (about  four  miles,  Irish)  about 
1.30  p.m.— giving  an  evening's  fishing— cars  meeting  all 
trains  at  Nenagh.  It  would  be  necessary  to  make  all 
arrangements  previously.  Mrs.  Clarke,  Shannon  Vale 
Dromineer  (cottage  in  vicinity  of  lake),  would  receive,  for 
the  season,  two  or  three  anglers,  who  would  find 
comfortable  quaiters,  and  clean,  good  cooking,  and  a  most 
obliging  hostess.  It  would  be  necessary  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  a  local  boatman.  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  the 
names  of  men  thoroughly  competent  to  point  out  best 
fishing  grounds.  For  terms,  &c,  apply  to  Mrs.  Clarke 
at  address  given.  Fly  usually  up  middle  of  May — 
Yours  &c,  Charles  C.  Mayne! 

Dublin.  . 

TWO  FISH  ON  ONE  HOOK. 
Sm,-Even  more  curious  than  the  experience  related  by 
Mr.  Hearder  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette  was  an  incident 
in  which  I  was  chief  participator  whilst  fishing  in  Galway 
Bay  with  Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton-on-Thames,  who 
witnessed,  and  can  vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  experience. 

I  was  using  a  four-hook  paternoster  attached  to  a  pike 
line  and  rod.  The  hooks,  No.  1  Carlisle,  were  baited  with 
small  dead  fish  about  2in.  in  length,  which  the  local  fisher- 
men called  "  seed,"  and  whiting,  catfish,  &c,  were  biting 
freely.  e 
On  one  occasion,  when  winching  up  the  line  after  an 
unusually  hard  "  knock  "  or  "  telegraph,"  I  was  agreeably 
surprised  to  notice  that  each  hook  held  a  whiting,  and  on 
lifting  the  tackle  into  the  boat  we  were  astonished  to  find 
that  one  hook  held  two  fish,  eaoh  fairly  and  firmly  hooked 
in  the  mouth  in  the  orthodox  manner.  The  fish  were 
about  equal  in  size,  and  we  (Bambridge,  myself ,  and  the 
three  boatmen)  could  arrive  at  no  reasonable  explanation 
of  such  an  extraordinary  occurrence.  I  am  still  at  a  loss 
to  explain  it,  and  had  I  been  fishing  alone  tho  experience 
would  never  have  been  mentioned,  as  I  am  not  ambitious 
?l  b(f ng  referred  to  88  an  unapproachable  candidate  for 
the  championship."— Your  obedient  servant, 
A.  Edward  Hobds 
(Hon.  Sec.  Henley-on-Thames  Fisheries 
Preservation  Association). 


THE  PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF  LONDON 
ANGLERS. 

Sir,— So  many  false  rumours  are  spread  about  concern- 
ing the  movement  lately  revived  of  one  Contral  Angling 
Association  for  London,  that  your  careful  perusal  of  the 
following  points  is  requested.    We  beg  to  state : 

1.  That  this  movement  is  not  an  attack  upon  either 
association,  and  it  is,  and  has  been,  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  many  of  the  gentlemen  initiating  the  movement  as  to 
whether  one  association  should  swallow  the  other  or 
which  should  go  to  the  wall,  as  long  as  the  true  interests 
of  London  anglers  are  watched  over  by  themselves.  In 
fact  we  would  recall  to  the  minds  of  all  consistent 
thinking  men  the  words  of  our  bitterest  opponent  when 
speaking  of  London  anglers  in  tho  Anglers'  Journal  of 
Jan.  17,  1885,  p.  35  :  "  I  know  the  only'  chance  the  latter 
have<  of  doing  themselves  any  good  is  to  look  after  their 
own  interests  more  closely,  and  not  allow  themselves  to  be 
treated  as  they  long  have  been— to  the  advantage  only  of 
officials  and  plaoe-seekers." 

2.  That  this  movement  is  not  aimed  at  destroying  the 
welfare  of  tho  bank  angler.  This  seems  almost  absurd  to 
put  in  print,  but  it  is  being  daily  stated  that  tho  move 
mont  is  an  attack  by  the  punt  fisher  and  wealthy  olass 


generally  on  their  poorer  brethren.  It  appears  to  this 
council  that  if  the  promoters  be  poor  they  are  accused  of 
trying  to  rob,  and  if  rich,  of  trying  to  oppress.  Wo  are 
at  a  loss  to  understand  how  our  proposed  scheme,  which  is 
explained  elsewhere,  can  in  any  way  permit  of  either 
robbery  or  oppression. 

3 .  The  agitators  are  not  working  in  their  own  interests, 
those  ot  us  who  have  friends  scittered  throughout  tho 
angling  world  are  hourly  receiving  reminders  that  this 
question  is  being  ussd  to  sever  from  us  our  oldest  friends  • 
our  time,  which  we  can  ill  afford,  is  being  taken  up,  not 
only  in  meetings,  but  in  going  about  contradicting  the 
misleading  reports,  both  written  and  verbal,  that  our 
secret  opponent  are  circulating.  As  a  matter  of  course 
our  material  interests  must  suffer.  How  can  men 
occupying  very  diverse  walks  in  life  be  benefited  by  any 
one  agitation?  Can,  for  instance,  the  interests  of  a 
merchant,  an  insurance  broker,  and  a  meclxxl  practitioner 
be  identical  ?  These  are  the  occupations  of  three  of  our 
members  of  council.  Moreover,  these  three  gentlemen 
have  offered  to  pledge  themselves  never  to  accept,  even  if 
pressed  upon  them,  any  office  whatever  on  the  proposed 
Central  Angling  Association. 

4.  We  beg  to  deny  another  and  a  worse  insinuation 
which  has  been  put  about,  viz.,  that  the  council  working 
tor  one  assocration  has  offered  a  good  berth  to  one  of  the 
Central  officials  if  he  will  join  them.  This  statement  was 
made  at  a  public  meeting,  but  the  name  of  the  person 
making  the  offer  was  refused.  As  it  will  be  beyond  the 
power  of  this  council  to  determine  who  shall  be  officers  of 
any  association,  and  as  the  appointment  of  such  officers 
will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  delegates,  the  absurdity  of  guoh 
statements  is  patent  to  all. 

5.  1  his  cry  for  unity  is  not  a  "cuckoo  cry,"  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  votes  of  the  delegates  of  the  associations, 
bo  tar  seventy-five  delegates  have  voted  for  and  fifty-eight 
against  the  movement.  The  contra  vote,  it  may  be 
mentioned,  was  taken  at  the  beginning  of  this  agitation, 
when  the  aims  and  objects  had  not  been  explained  to  the 
great  body  of  anglers.  Since  that  time  weekly  meetings 
nave  D|en  held,  at  which  occasionally  speakers  have  been 
allowed  to  express  their  views,  and  when  the  far-reaching 
benefits  of  this  scheme  are  placed  before  every  London 
angler,  we  have  every  confidence  that  when  the  plebiscite 
is  taken  more  than  four-fifths  of  our  metropolitan  fisher- 
™!r!L  T^1  • glve  witu  D0  uncertain  voice  their  decision: 

lhat  it  is  desirable  that  the  interests  of  L-mdon  anglers 
be  protected  and  directed  by  one  Central  Angling 
Association."        (Signed  on  behalf  of  the  council) 

Charles  Patterson,  Chairman  pro.  tern, 

UNIFICATION  OF  LONDON  ANGLERS. 
Sir,— The  following  is  the  complete  scheme  of  the  council 
pledged  to  carry  out  the  unification  of  anglers  : 

1.  To  unite  the  London  Associations  into  one  (body 
under  such  conditions  that  without  at  least  a  three- 
fourths  majority  of  the  London  angling  community  the 
price  of  the  privilege  ticket  shall  not  exceed  two  shillings, 
the  Council  being  convinced  that  such  a  sum  will  be 
ample  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  proposed  associat  ion , 
and  sufficient  to  permit  of  the  thorough  preservation  of 
the  waters  fished  by  the  member?, 

_  2._  To  affiliate  with  that  body  the  small  district  asso- 
ciations in  the  adjacent  counties. 

_  3.  To  establish  friendly  relations  with  the  vari  jus 
river  protection  and  preservation  societies  with  a  view 
to  aid,  and,  if  possible,  systematise  the  proper  preser- 
vation of  ccarse  fish. 

4.  To  establish  friendly  relations  with  the  large 
provincial  angling  associations,  endeavouring,  as  far 
as  possible,  to  get  any  existing  rival  bodies  in  our 
great  cities  and  towns  to  follow  the  example  of  the 
metropolitan  associations. 

5.  To  watch  with  care  all  the  Parliamentary 
business,  County  Council  regulations,  legal  decisions, 
&c,  which  may  in  any  way  benefit  or  prove  injurious 
to  the  interests  of  coarse  fishermen. 

C>.  To  unite  with  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Com- 
missioners, Fish  Trades'  Protection  Societies,  and 
other  interested  bodies,  and  to  urge  that  the  re- 
commendations of  the  House  of  Commons  Committee 
of  1893  be  carried  into  effect  as  regards  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Central  Fisheries  Board  representative  of 
Districts  for  Great  Britain. 

E.  8.  Shrubsole  (Secretary  to  the  Council). 


> 
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THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 
Dear  Sir,— It  is  about  time  that  the  onslaught  made 
upon  the  Central  was  dropped  by  the  miserable  minority 
who  started  it,  after  the  show  up  at  the  Spread  Eagle  last 
week,  where  they  did  not  have  a  single  representative  to 
take  their  part.  Hole  and  corner  meetings  suit  these  self- 
elected  people  best,  and  not  fair  public  meetings. 

Could  anything  be  more  contemptible  than  to  offer  Mr. 
Wade  a  good  situation  if  he  would  throw  us  over  ?  ( )f 
course  this  was  done  in  a  three-cornered  way,  and  equally, 
of  course,  was  not  accepted.  He  would  soon  have  been 
thrown  over  by  his  would-be  tempters,  and  if  by  such 
means  the  crew  mean  to  obtain  support,  they  will  bo  very 
much  mistaken. 

Real  anglers  are  finding  out  whioh  way  the  wind  blows, 
for  no  less  than /ire  well  known  societies  seceded  from  the 
A. A.  and  joinod  tho  C.A.  on  Monday  evening,  viz.,  the 
Serapis,  United  Brothers,  Greenwich,  Foley,  and  St. 
John's  Wood,  and  the  cry  is  "still  they  come." 

As  to  tho  guileless  individual  from  Netting  Hill,  with  his 
brake  load  of  satellites,  I  had  to  ask  the  ohuirman  of  the 
meeting  at  the  Coffeo  Pot  tavom  for  his  assistance  in 
requesting  him  to  hold  up  one  hand  only,  instead  of  both, 
whilst  the  counting  was  proceeding.— Faithfully  yours, 

W.  II.  El.S.MORE 


Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  hel  i  over. 


May  15,  1897] 
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MORE  JOTTINGS  OF  AN  AMATEUR 
FLY  DRESSER. 


Fly  dressers  will  await  with  interest  the 
further  development  of  "  Athenian's  "  views  on 
their  art.  His  preliminary  discussion  of  the 
theory  of  fly  dressing  deals  with  a  portion  of  the 
subject  too  often  neglected  by  writers  pretending 
to  authority.  Indeed,  from  the  vast  majority  of 
manuals,  it  is  impossible  for  the  novice  to  glean 
what  results  he  is  to  aim  at,  and,  as  a  conse- 
quence, the  tendency  of  such  works  is  to  stereo- 
type so-called  standard  patterns,  departing 
further  and  further  at  each  remove  from  Nature, 
instead  of  setting  the  dresser  to  work  to  use  his 
own  observation  and  judgment  in  the  rendering 
of  the  natural  flies  he  finds  on  the  water.  The 
old  books  have  some  value  as  teaching  what  can 
be  done,  what  effects  produced  by  the  use  of 
various  materials  ;  but  the  dresser  should  read, 
mark,  and  learn  them,  not  with  a  view  to  mere 
stupid  repetition,  but  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
obtain  that  mastery  over  material  which  will 
enable  him  to  produce  a  good  imitation  of  a 
natural  fly  suited  to  the  water  he  is  fishing  with- 
out referring  to  books  or  notes. 

"  Athenian"  may  fairly  be  guessed  to  be  rather 
a  dry  flyman  than  a  wet  fly  man.  The  exact 
imitation  theory  is  certainly  more  popular  with 
the  former  than  the  latter,  although  latterly  Mr. 
Halford,  the  apostle  of  the  dry  fly,  has  given  a 


bad  set  back  to  that  theory  by  his  advocacy  of 
hackled  patterns,  dressed  with  a  soft  hackle  in 
front,  and  two  bright  cocks'  hackle3  behind  at  the 
shoulder;  and  though  there  is  a  growing  tendency 
to  doubt  the  expediency  of  vast  numbers  of 
patterns,  and  to  hold  with  Mr.  G-.  S.  Marryat  that 
it  is  not  so  much  the  fly  as  the  driver,  it  must 
be  within  the  experience  of  most  dry  fly  men  (and 
wet  fly  men,  too,  for  the  matter  of  that)  that,  after 
trying  a  long  series  of  patterns  in  vain,  a  change 
to  another  pattern  has  done  the  trick.  One 
such  instance  in  particular  recurs  to  the  present 
writer,  when,  after  the  waste  of  between  two  and 
a  half  to  three  hours  on  some  obstinate  Itchen 
fish,  offering  them  in  succession  Gold  Ribbed 
Hare's  Ear,  Blue  Quill,  Dark  Olive  Quill,  Medium 
Olive  Quill,  Red  Quill,  Quill  Marryatt,  Whit- 
church, and  Wickham's  Fancy,  a  change  to  a 
mole's  fur  Blue  Dun  brought  a  leash  of  fish  in 
ten  minutes,  and  then  the  fly,  the  only  one,  was 
lost  in  a  bulrush.  On  another  occasion,  on  the 
Teme,  fishing  (this  time  the  sunk  fly)  with  two  Pale 
Autumn  Duns,  di-essed  precisely  alike,  except  that 
one  was  tied  with  orange  silk  and  the  other  with 
a  dark  red  brown  (Aldam's  red  ant  shade),  the 
writer  found  every  fish  took  that  dressed  with 
orange  silk,  although  the  dubbing  in  each  case 
covered  the  silk,  except  at  the  head  and  extreme 
tail.  On  this  occasion  there  was  a  nice  sprinkling 
of  Pale  Autumn  Duns  on  the  water. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  frequently  the  case  on 
wet  fly  waters  that  the  killing  fly  bears  no  striking 
resemblance  to  any  natural  insect  on  the  water. 
The  wet  fly  man  relies  to  deceive  the  fish  far  more 
upon  the  appearance  of  life  and  motion  which  his 
fly  is  constructed  to  simulate  than  upon  any 
precise  imitation  in  shape  or  hue. 

But  even  on  dry  fly  waters,  where  the  fish, 
when  feeding,  betray  a  general  concensus  of 
opinion  in  favour  of  some  particular  pattern, 
there  are  to  be  found  in  favoured  stations,  such 
as  the  mouths  of  hatches,  the  arches  of  bridges, 
and  so  on,  trout  which  are  to  be  found  feeding 
all  day  long,  and  these  seem  to  have  a  catholicity 
of  taste  denied  to  their  brethren.  There  is  always 
a  chance  of  killing  them,  and  a  Wickham  or  a 
Pink  Wickham  is  as  likely  to  do  the  trick  as  any 
fly,  even  during  a  strong  rise  of  some  natural 
insect. 

"  Athenian  "  argues  that  to  present  to  a  feeding 
fish  a  fly  differing  from  the  natural,  or  in  any  way 
'  freakish,"  is  only  calculated  to  arouse  suspicion. 
It  is,  however,  open  to  argument  that  if  one  fails 
to  find  the  natural  fly  that  will  entice  the  fish,  one 
is  more  likely  to  get  him  with  something  freakish 
or  unusual  which  will  excite  his  natural  instincts 
of  curiosity  and  tyranny  than  with  some  sober 
fly  that  he  is  not  looking  for. 

The  hackle  or  pair  of  hackles  wound  round  the 
hook  in  a  floater  must  itself  give  a  somewhat 
freakish  look  to  the  fly.  With  the  light  shining 
through  the  glistening  points,  it  may  be  that  the 
effect  is  to  give  the  fly  a  sort  of  halo.  Possibly 
it  is  to  soften  down  the  appearance  that  some 
dressers  put  a  soft  hen  hackle  in  front  of  the 
glistening  cock's  hackles. 

"  Athenian  "  uses  the  expression  "  tailing  "  in  a 
sense  not  usually  attributed  to  it.  He  speaks  of 
a  fish  as  tailing  which  drowns  the  fly  with  a  false 
rise  without  taking  it.  Mr.  Dewar,  in  "  The  Book 
of  the  Dry  Fly,"  uses  the  term  in  its  more 
common  sense,  as  indicating  a  trout  who,  burying 
his  head  in  the  weeds  to  feed  on  larva,  shrimp, 
&c,  breaks  the  surface  with  his  tail.  For  trout 
so  behaving  he  recommends  a  big  Alder  fished 
down  stream  wet,  but  he  does  not  indicate  the 
size.  On  the  Middlesex  Colne  big  minnowing 
trout  are  often  taken  with  a  colossal  Alder  fished 
in  the  same  way,  like  a  salmon  fly  with  a  sink  and 
draw  motion ;  but  of  the  virtues  of  the  big  Alder 
for  tailing  trout,  the  present  writer  cannot  dog- 
matise. A  tailing  trout,  however,  is  a  chance 
feeder  of  a  sort,  and  a  Pink  Wickham  is,  on  some 
waters  at  any  rate,  an  almost  infallible  recipe  for 
him. 

Whatever  else  may  be  predicted  about  "  The 
Book  of  the  Dry  Fly,"  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
coloured  illustrations  of  artificial  or  natural  flies 
are  idealisations.  There  is  a  plate  of  Messrs. 
Farlow's  patterns,  mostly  dressed  with  rolled 
wings,  some  of  which  (the  Red  Quill,  for  instance) 
take  some  identifying :  and  there  is  another  plate 
of  Mr.  George  Holland's  flies,  which,  though  more 
creditable,  are  not  likely  to  greatly  gratify  Mr. 
Holland.    There  is  probably  no  dresser  who  ties 


a  fuller  wing  than  he  does,  but  no  one  would 
guess  it  from  this  plate,  especially  if  it  be  com- 
pared with  the  representations  of  Mrs.  Richard- 
son's beautiful  handiwork  on  Plates  1a  and  1b. 
These  last,  with  the  flies  on  Plate  1  (twelve  to  a 
plate),  are  in  monochrome,  and  are  supposed  to 
represent  three  different  renderings  by  Mrs. 
Richardson  of  the  same  dozen  flies.  Plate  1, 
being  rolled  wings ;  Plate  1a,  double  wings  ;  and 
Plate  1b,  single  wings  with  detached  bodies. 
Unfortunately,  the  effect  of  the  monochrome  is  to 
make  the  dozen  patterns  on  each  plate  like  a  flight 
of  the  same  pattern  in  slightly  varying  sizes. 
This  effect  is  heightened  by  the  fact  that  there  is 
not  a  single  hackled  fly  in  the  series,  all  the  legs 
being  represented  by  fur  from  a  hare's  back,  or  by 
seal's  fur  dyed.  Mrs.  Richardson  showed  a 
number  of  these  flies  in  the  I'eqent  Fisheries 
Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  veiy 
attractive  they  looked.  The  bunch  of  dyed  seal's 
fur,  however,  is  apt  to  give  the  fly  a  luminous 
appearance,  which  one  would  call  decidedly 
"  freakish." 

In  the  description  of  the  dressings  of  the  flies 
in  Mr.  Holland's  plate,  the  hackle  of  the  Olive 
Dun  is  described  as  medium  celine.  This  lools 
like  too  great  respect  for  the  written  word  of  one 
who  is  undoubtedly  a  great  fly  dresser,  but  whose 
handwriting  is  not  equal  to  his  fly  dressing. 

The  unidealised  renderings  of  the  flies  in  the 
plates  is  in  marked  contrast  to  Mr.  Dewar's  views 
expressed  in  the  letterpress.  He  commits  himself 
to  the  opinion  that  "  a  good  trout  rising  hard  at 
May  Flies  will  not  have  anything  to  say  to  the 
artificial  May  Flies  put  before  his  nose,  unless  they 
are  excellent  imitations  of  the  naturals  which  l  e 
is  taking."  Can  he  be  serious  ?  Can  he  really 
see  any  genuine  likeness  between  an  artificial  May 
Fly  and  a  natural  ?  The  fact  that  trout  will  take 
artificial  May  Flies  for  natural,  only  suggests  that 
though  among  fish  the  trout  may  pass  as  artful, 
he  is  not  nearly  so  wary  or  intelligent  as  he  has 
credit  for  being. 

But  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  Mr.  Dewar  is  not 
entirely  responsible  for  his  illustrations,  while  for 
his  letterpress  he  re,  and  there  is  no  denying  that 
he  has  produced  a  book  of  unusual  interest  to  the 
dry  fly  angler,  which  has  the  added  distinction 
of  describing  two  processes  more  or  less  familiar 
to  dry  fly  practitioners  in  practice,  but  never 
before  described  in  concrete  form,  viz.,  what  Mr. 
Dewar  describes  as  backwater,  or  back-wash, 
fishing  and  dibbing  with  the  dry  fly. 

He  falls  into  the  habit  of  speaking  of  the  Red 
Quill  Gnat  as  if  there  were  a  natural  insect  so 
called.  It  is  fairly  common  ground  that  the  Red 
Quill  is  a  general  imitation  of  the  spinner  tribr, 
and  one  is  surprised  to  find  one  of  Mr.  Dewar's 
experience  speaking  of  the  natural  fly  as  some- 
thing distinct  from  the  Red  Spinner.  Although 
his  favourite  river  is  the  Derbyshire  Wye,  he  has 
nothing  to  say  about  the  Throstle  Wing  Dun,  and 
next  to  nothing  about  the  Apple  Green  Dun. 
This  is  disappointing.  The  thrush  wing  is  eo 
oily  and  close  in  its  fibre  that  it  makes  a  beautiful 
wing  for  a  floating  fly,  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
more  use  is  not  made  of  it.  It  works  up  more 
sweetly  than  any  feather. 

The  effect  of  the  weather  this  year  upon 
hackles  has  been  very  noticeable.  Partridges 
came  to  hand  in  January,  when  their  plumage 
should  be  at  its  best,  with  their  feathers  quite 
worn  out  and  draggled  ;  while  poultry  hackles  in 
Leadenhall  and  Smithfield  markets  have  been  in^ 
the  most  pitiable  condition,  so  bad  that  even' 
when  a  good  colour  was  found  it  was  not  worth 
taking.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether,  even  with 
dry  weather,  they  will  recover  to  any  appreciable 
extent.  This  has  been  the  worst  hackle  year  for 
a  long  time. 

The  common  cuckoo  cock's  hackle  with  a  good 
shade  of  honey  in  it  makes  excellent  legs  for 
May  Flies  and  for  grannom.  The  proportion 
of  green  egg  bag  to  body  in  imitations  of 
the  grannom  is  usually  too  small.  Nearly  half 
the  body  is  taken  up  with  the  green  egg  sac.  The 
grannom  were  nicely  up  on  the  Lower  Kennett 
on  April  10  from  12  o'clock,  but,  curiously  enough, 
the  trout  were  not  touching  them  till  about  4  30 
to  5  o'clock.  The  wind  which  had  been  blusterous 
all  the  morning,  then  fell,  and  on  smooth  glides 
or  shallows,  and  nowhere  else,  the  trout  came 
ravenously  for  about  an  hour,  making  almost  as 
much  splash  as  when  taking  a  May  Fly.  A  rude 
fish  is  your  Kennett  trout,  with  no  Test  or  Itchen 
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daintiness  of  manner.  He  does  not  eat,  he 
"stokes."  As  a  result,  however,  when  he  is 
hooked,  he  is  hooked  pretty  firm.  He  is  not  a 
devotee  of  the  small  fly,  and  a  nice  rise  of  dnns 
whieh  accompanied  the  grannom  were  being 
wholly  neglected,  except  by  an  occasional  chub  or 
big  dace.  Like  most  rivers  this  year,  the  Kennett 
is  on  the  full  side,  and  that  is  against  the  fish 
seeing  and  taking  the  small  fiy.   Val.  Conson. 


DIOGENES  AT  THE  FISHERIES. 

(Continued.) 

In  pleading  the  cause  of  a  thoughtful  economy 
in  angling  expenditure,  I  directed  my  remarks 
first  to  that  primary  and  indispensable  implement, 
the  rod ;  and  I  confess  to  a  complacent  sense  of 
having  scored  when  I  was  able  to  point  to  the  fact 
that  I  had  just  handed  over  to  the  next  genera- 
tion a  double-handed  hickory  fly  rod,  purchased 
at  Eaton's  in  1832,  and  still  in  perfect  condition. 
But  I  must  not  lead  hasty  readers  to  suppose  that 
this  result  was  attained  without  care  or  trouble. 
Had  I   done    nothing    beyond   occasional  re- 
varnishing  and  the  replacing  of  damaged  rings 
or  lapping,  that  hard-worked  implement,  un- 
sparingly used  for  any  and  every  sort  of  fishing, 
both  in  British  waters  and  in  the  Antipodes,  would 
long  ago  have  become  a  warning  instead  of  an 
example.    Judicious  economists  in  tackle  will  do 
well  to  observe  that  at  intervals  varying  with  the 
amount  of  work  done,  but  never  exceeding  three 
years,  I  used  to  take  off  all  the  rings  from  the 
three  ripper  joints,  or  rather  from  the  second  and 
third   and  the  lower  part  of  the  fourth,  and 
replace  them  opposite  their  former  positions,  thus 
obviating  the  tendency  of  even  the  best  seasoned 
rod  to  become  inclined  in  the  direction  in  which 
it  is  continually  bent.    This  may  seem  a  trifle, 
but  if  you  are  to  throw  to  an  inch,  as  a  real  artist 
skould  be  able  to  do  when  the  wind  is  '-  sweet  and 
low,"  the  rod  must  have  no  private  bias  toward 
a  cast  of  its  own.    Scraping  the  joints  may  be 
dangerous  unless  in  the  most  careful  hands,  but  a 
liberal  application  of  sandpaper  should  precede 
re-yarnishing,  and  the  state  of  the  ferrules  or 
•  splices,  as  the  case  may  be,  should  be  carefully 
examined  at  each  re-adjustment.  In  damp  weather 
the  application  of  a  little  grease  round  the  top  of 
each  ferrule  will  save  sopping  and  swelling  of  the 
wood  within. 

A  word  here  on  the  landing  net.  The  "  North 
Country  Angler,"  if  I  recollect  right,  recommends 
a  6ft.  shaft,  avowedly  designed  "  a  double  debt  to 
■pay,"  being  available  not  only  for  bringing  in  a 
refractory  fish  readily,  but  also  for  hostile  use 
against  the  keeper  or  his  dog,  both  being  regarded 
as  the  angler's  natural  enemies.  I  need  hardly 
observe  that  at  the  present  day  very  different 
views  prevail,  and  that  an  angler  who  went  armed 
against  the  resistance  to  be  expected  from  the 
local  keeper  or  beck  watcher  on  his  rounds  would 
soon  come  to  grief  as  a  dange'rous  member  of  the 
poaching  fraternity.  The  landing  net  is  not  to  be 
constructed  with  a  view  to  aggravated  assault! 
But  after  an  experience  of  many  waters,  both  in 
the  British  Isles  and  at  the  Antipodes,  I  am 
strongly  in  fav  our  of  a  landing  net  with  a  long 
reach,  which  is  easily  attainable  on  the  telescope 
principle,  though  a  5ft.  or  Oft.  pole  is  inadmissible 
as  a  shaft.  The  telescope  handle  need  not  be  an 
expensive  affair.  I  rejoiced  for  many  years  in  a 
rough  and  ready  specimen,  which  cost  me  exactly 
half  the  price  assigned  by  the  old  ballad  to  King 
Stephen's  breeks.  I  quote  for  the  benefit  of 
readers  not  well  up  in  their  Ritson  s 
Kinjj  Stephen  was  a  worthy  peer, 

13  is  breeches  cost  him  but  a  crown  j 
He  held  them  sixpence  all  too  dear, 

With  that  he  call'd  the  tavlour,  "  L,own  !  " 

f  found  a  practical  tinman  at  Driffield  who 
made  the  two  lower  joints  to  shut  up  like  the 
murderous  digger  in  a  sensational  melodrama, 
while  an  ironmonger  of  the  same  town  supplied 
the  wooden  top-piece  which  bore  the  ring.  Tin 
and  wood  together  in  extenso  gave  me  just  5ft.  of 
shaft,  and  the  entire  cost  was  but  2s.  Gd.  I 
should,  however,  add  that  I  had  netted  the  bag 
myself.  But  alas  !  thereby  hangs  a  tale,  which,  in 
the  interest  of  the  economic  angler,  I  must  not 
leave  untold.  After  using  my  cheap  but  effective 
implement  for  sundry  jears,  a  su  Iden  temptation 
overcame  me,  I  remember  exactly  how  and  where 


that  highly  finished  landing  net  hung  on  the  wall 
at  Farlow's.  The  handle  showed  the  very  per- 
fection of  telescopic  completeness ;  instead  of  a 
plain  ring,  there  was  a  light,  yet  firm  and  well- 
balanced  wooden  frame  for  the  net,  which  was 
ample,  as  a  net  always  should  be,  rounded  instead 
of  pointed  below,  and  stiff  with  oiled  silk  to  avoid 
the  sopping  and  dripping  inseparable  from  vulgar 
twine.  It  was  certainly  an  admirable  combination 
of  the  useful  and  ornamental.  I  didn't  really 
want  it,  but  I  bought  it. 

A  few  days  later  I  found  myself  on  the  bank  of 
the  Darenth,  on  a  scorching  summer's  day.  My 
success  in  the  forenoon  had  been  but  slender,  and 
at  midday  I  was  fain  to  retire  from  the  water, 
and  await  a  shadier  hour  for  my  evening  cast. 
Meanwhile,  a  dry,  sunny  slope  gave  me  a  delight- 
ful lounge,  where  I  occupied  myself  with  the 
pleasant  nothings  which  amuse  an  angler  taking 
his  ease,  such  as  inspecting  fine  gut  collars,  re- 
arranging select  flies,  and  cashiering  others  which 
showed  signs  of  overwork.  Luncheon  followed  in 
due  course,  and  then  my  one  pet  extravagance,  a 
fine  cigar.  With  the  sun  warm  on  my  back, 
I  lazily  lit  the  "  Villa-y- Villa,"  and  dropped 
the  still  flaming  "vesta"  behind  me.  After 
a  few  whiffs  in  luxurious  ease,  I  seemed  to 
hear  a  slight  rustling,  as  of  busy  insects,  from  the 
sunny  side  of  my  warm  couch.  But  when  the 
sounds  increased  to  a  brisk  crackling,  I  made  a 
lazy  effort  to  look  behind  me.  Truly,  a  painful 
retrospect !  _  The  spick  and  span  waterproof  bag 
of  my  landing  net  had  "been  and  gone"  and 
taken  fire,  and  was,  in  fact,  nearly  burnt  out. 

Truly,  like  "poor  Richard,"  I  had  paid  very 
dear  for  my  whistle.  Had  I  really  wanted  my 
pretty  purchase,  I  could  have  borne  my  loss 
better,  and  laid  the  blame  on  "  malignant  fate." 
But  I  had  been  false  to  my  economical  principles. 

The  cost  of  a  creel  is  a  doubtful  point  in  my 
scheme  of  expenditure.    But  I  rather  incline  to 
pay  best  price  for  a  first  rate  article.    I  have 
never  seen  one  which  came  quite  up  to  my  idea  of 
what  a  fishing  basket  should  be.    None  of  them 
seem  to  sit  quite  kindly  or  sling  quite  easily. 
Indeed,  their  shape  is  often  not  flattering  to 
the  figure  of  the  expected  purchaser,  suggest- 
ing something  in  the  "Humpty  Dumpty"  line, 
in  fact,  a  convexity  instead  of  a  slight  concavity 
between  his  shoulder  blades.    However,  there  is 
no  _  difficulty  in  securing  the  principal  requisites, 
which  are  strength,  roominess,  and  security.  The 
best  I  ever  had  was  given  me  by  a  friend  well 
known  in  connection  with  Yorkshire  fisheries, 
Mr.  J.  W.  Woodall,  of  Scarborough.  It  had  room 
for  261b.  of  sizeable  trout,  was  strengthened  and 
held  together  by  an  ingenious  bracing  and  under- 
girding  of  leather  straps,  and  was  slung  with 
every  regard  for  the  bearer's  ease,  and  I  believe, 
when  we  at  last  parted  company,  that  it  was  I, 
not  the  creel,  that  yielded  to  years  of  hard  work. 
By  the  way,  let  me  recommend  anyone  who  visits 
many  waters  and  is  often  far  away  from  the 
localities  where  he  is  well  known,  to  have  his 
creel  neatly  secured  by  a  padlock.    He  may 
always  be  among  honest  people,  but,  even  so,  it  is 
well  not  to  lead  them  into  temptation.   One  trout 
out  of  a  score  might  well  present  itself  to  an  easy 
conscience  as  quite  a  venial  theft.    I  have  even 
seen  a  fishing  basket  where  such  a  petty  trespass 
was  guarded  against  by  making  the  padlock, 
which  secured  the  lid,  at  the  same  time  close  the 
opening  generally  left  in  it  for  slipping  in  a  newly 
caught  fish.     Thus  much  under  the  head  of 
"  security.''^    As    to    the    kindred    quality  of 
"  strength,"  an  ordinary  creel  is  mostly  deficient. 
Mere  wicker,  though  the  lightest  and  cleanest  of 
material,  easy  both  to  wash  and  to  dry,  is  apt  to 
five  at  the  edges,  leaving  bare  tips  and  detached 
binding.    The  weakest  points  are  generally  at  the 
edge  of  the  lid,  and  of  the  curve  on  which 
it  closes.    But  the  hinges  are  rarely  built  so  as  to 
stand  hard  work.    In  the  basket,  made  I  believe 
at  Scarborough,  to  which  I  have  already  referred 
as  coming  nearest  to  my  ideal,  all  these  weak 
points  were  carefully  strengthened.    The  edges 
and  hinges  were  strongly  bound  with  leather,  and 
the  broad  strap  by  which  it  was  slung  had  a  steel 
hook  at  each  end,  fitting  conveniently  into  a 
well  fastened  ring.    I  must,  however,  honestly 
avow  that  the  benefit  of  this  almost  perfect 
apparatus  was  not  always  reaped  by  myself. 
At  Driffield  especially,  where  I  have  made  many 
heavy    baskets,   ranging  from   201b.  to  281b.,  1 
I  never  went  on  the  stream  without  a  boy  to 


carry  my  landing  net ;  and  towards  the  close  of  a 
good  day  I  have  often  been  amused  to  see  the 
youngster  set  my  basket  down  in  the  meadow 
50  yards  ahead  of  me,  calculating  on  temporary 
ease  for  his  shoulders,  with  nothing  more  to  carry 
than  perhaps  a  fresh  caught  trout  in  the  landing 
net,  en  route  to  join  his  kindred  in  the  creel.  In 
the  upper  Itchen  again,  in  the  glorious  waters 
of  the  Teme  between  Leintwardine  and  Tenbury, 
and  occasionally  in  that  most  picturesque  of 
streams,  the  Yorkshire  Kye,  below  Rivaulx  Abbey 
down   to  Nunnington  Hall  (where  I  saw  my 
first  trout  and  caught  my  first  minnow,  when  the 
"crowning  mercy"  of  Waterloo  was  yet  fre3h  in 
British  minds,  and  the  nation  was  but  recently 
out  of  mourning  for  the  brave  who  fell  there) ;  in 
these  and  in  divers  Welsh  and  Scotch  waters, 
which  it  were  tedious  merely  to  enumerate,  I  have 
been  fain  to  lay  the  burthen  of  my  captures  on 
younger  shoulders,  especially  when  I  was  minded 
to  fish  far  and  fast.   To  me,  I  confess,  till  I  was 
near  my  three  score  and  ten,  a  long,  winding  walk 
beside  a  well  stocked  stream,  skimming  here  or 
skipping  there,  as  wind  and  weather  suggested, 
but  dwelling  lovingly  on  a  few  reaches  of  special 
promise,  had  often  a  greater  attraction  than  a 
quiet  stroll  by  the  pick  of  the  water.    I  cannot 
but  think  that  I  owe  something  in  health — 
and  perhaps   in  spirits   also— to   the  habit  of 
combining  vigorous  pedestrian  exercise  with  my 
waterside  wanderings.    But  when  the  stream  I 
have  fish  afforded  no  likelihood  of  even  101b. 
weight  of  trout  to  reward  my  piscatory  ramble,  1 
have  gladly  discarded  my  big  creel  and  superfluous 
boy,  and  bagged  my  trout  or  grayliDg  instead  of 
basketing  them,    Yet  I  strongly  objected  to  the 
ordinary  waterproof  bag,  which  tends  to  squash 
the  fish,  and,  to  my  fancy,  spoils  their  flavour  by 
keeping  fresh  air  from  them.     A  "washable" 
linen  bag  is  no  better  as  regards  the  pressure  put 
on  the  fish,  though  they  suffer  least  when  of 
small  size.     My  notion  of  a  bag  is  just  a 
waterproof  back  to  protect  my  coat,  turned  up 
an  inch  or  two  at  bottom,  and  then  finished  off 
upwards  with  fine  netting  or  the  coarsest  canvas. 
Any  one  who  has  fished  much  in  Devonshire 
brooks,  and  know  the  ingenious  variety  of  obstruc- 
tions with  which  petty  graziers  beset  their  course, 
will  appreciate  the  blessedness  of  exchanging  the 
protrusive,  obtrusive  creel  for  something  which 
will  sit  close  and  permit  him  to  climb  walls,  push 
his  way  between  saplings,  or  scramble  through 
hedges  with  no  special  inconvenience. 

(To  be  continued.) 

THE  MODEL  OF  THE  THAMES 

AT  THK 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  EXHIBITION. 


SuBHi  id  rkrs  who  have  so  kindly  provided 
funds  for  the  making  of  a  Model  of  the  Thames 
for  exhibition  at  the  Imperial  Institute  Yachting 
and  Fisheries  Exhibition,  to  be  opened  by  T.R.H. 
the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  on  Monday, 
May  17,  at  4  p.m.,  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  the 
model  is  now  in  its  place  in  the  Inland  Fisheries 
department,  and  has  been  very  greatly  admired 
by  all  who  have  seen  it. 

After  obtaining  various  estimates,  none  of 
which  came  within  the  means  likely  to  be  at  my 
disposal,  I  finally  entrusted  the  construction  of 
the  model  to  Mr.  Henry  F.  Brion,  modeller  and 
relievo  map  maker  and  publisher,  of  17,  The 
Gardens,  Peckham  Rye,  London,  S.E.,  who  has 
most  carefully  carried  out  my  instructions, 
and  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Mr.  Brion  has  had 
many  years'  experience  of  this  class  of  work, 
and  knowing  as  I  do  what  great  difficulties 
he  has  had  to  contend  with  on  account  of 
the  very  inadequate  time  in  which  the  work 
had  to  be  done— only  about  seven  weeks, 
when  seven  months  would  have  been  reasonable — 
I  am  sure  that  he  not  only  is  to  be,  but  that  he 
will  be,  congratulated  by  all  who  see  his  beautiful 
and  most  interesting  model.  It  is  not  too  much 
to  say  that  Mr.  Brion  has  worked  night  and  day, 
and  so  have  Mis.  Brion  and  oth,er  members  of  his 
family,  and  other  assistants. 

The  riv  r  Thr.me:  interests  everybody,  and, 
having  si  g  jested  t  lis  model  of  it  to  H.R.H.  the 
Prince  of  Wales  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
committee  of  advice,  I  tl  ink  I  was  extremely 
fortunate  in  coming  across  Mr.  Brion,  who  took 
up  the  idea  most  v  armly,  and  has  so  ably  carried 
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it  out.  I  am  quite  sure  whatever  the  fund  for 
construction  eventually  amounts  to,  it  will  never 
repay  Mr.  Brion  for  the  brain  work,  skill,  and 
material  he  has  put  into  the  model.  Although  he 
has  for  years  past  done  similar  work  for  the 
Government,  and  for  public  and  private  com- 
panies, this  is  by  far  the  largest  working  model 
of  a  whole  river  he  or  anyone  else  has  ever 
made. 

Although  it  will  be  practically  complete,  and  I 
hope  in  working  order  on  Monday,  some  details 
may  still  have  to  be  added. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  subscriptions  received 
or  promised  to  date  : 

£    s.  d. 

Amount  acknowledged  in  Fishing 
Gazette  April  3,  1897.  This 
included  £100  from  the  Council 
of  the  Imperial  Institute  and  £21 
from  the  proprietors  of  the  Field. 
Also  a  guarantee  of  ten  guineas, 
not    to    be  called  for  unless 


required   

169 

4 

t> 

A.  Marston     

0  10 

6 

Wm.  Thomas  

1 

1 

0 

Caxtonian  Angling  Society  (per 

W.  H.  Cate,  hon.  sec.)   

2 

2 

0 

E.  H.  Bramley  

1 

i 

0 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society 

(per  J.  T.  Jameson,  sec.)   

0 

5 

0 

F.  Lewin  

0  10 

6 

Wm.  Brown,  Aberdeen  

1 

0 

0 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  Malins   

1 

1 

0 

The  Central  Association  of  London 

Anglers  (per  W.  J.  Wade) 

1 

1 

0 

G.  Tarde  

1 

0 

0 

Chas.  Farlow  and  Co.,  Ltd  

2 

2 

0 

T.  Ford,  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor... 

1 

1 

0 

Grange  Angling  Society  (per  hon. 

sec.)   

0 

5 

0 

Mr.  Alfred  Nuthall   

1 

1 

0 

Dr.  Startin   , 

1 

1 

0 

The  Friendly  Anglers  (per  Mr.  J. 

McDermott,  sec.)   ,.. 

1 

1 

0 

J.  R.  Richardson  (Kingston) 

1 

1 

0 

C.  H.  Wheeley  

0  10 

6 

E.  Foreman   

2 

2 

0 

A.  R.  Matthews   

0 

L0 

6 

Gresham  Angling  Society  

School  Board  Anglers  (per  E.  H. 

1 

1 

0 

Bramley)   

M.  Gordon  (Kingston-on-Thames) 

1 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

"Mark"     

0 

5 

0 

I  shall  be  very  much  obliged  if  those 

in 

the 

above  list  who  have  promised  subscriptions 

but 

not  yet  sent  will  kindly  do  so,  and  also  any  others 
who  may  be  thinking  of  assisting. 

R.  B.  Marston,  Ed.  Fishing  Gazette 

(Hon.  Sec.  and  Treasurer), 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
May  12,  1897. 


ANGLTNG  EXCURSIONS  IN  FRANCE 
AND  BELGIUM  * 


By  Palmer  Hackle,  Esq. 
It  is  true  the  English  are  rapidly  spreading  a 
taste  amongst  the  French  gentry  ;  but  a  sports- 
man cannot  be  made  in  a  day,  and  the  genius  and 
taste  of  the  people  must  undergo  a  complete 
revolution  before  they  can  become  sportsmen  in 
any  correct  acceptation  of  the  phrase.  Their 
notions  on  the  subject  are  laughable  to  our  more 
cultivated  experience,  and  the  very  dress  of  a 
French  chasseur  is  generally  the  most  ludicrous 
thing  imaginable.  War,  the  presiding  deity  of 
France,  exacts  all  the  national  homage,  and  all 
other  considerations,  no  matter  how  valuable  or 
sacred,  must  give  place  to  the  insatiable  love  of 
military  glory  which  characterises  the  entire 
people.  Hence  it  is  that  angling  is  almost  entirely 
confined  to  the  working  classes  of  society,  who 
make  a  matter  of  merchandise  of  it,  and  who  are, 
consequently,  induced,  from  the  mere  love  of 
gain,  to  practice  sordid  and  ignoble  contrivance 
to  obtain  fish.  It  is  this  which  explains  the 
general  scope  of  the  French  law  of  river  and 
canal  fishing ;  and  those  numerous  minute 
regulations  and  injunctions   which  seem  to  the 


*  These  extracts  are  from  a  scarce  book,  and  will  bp 
nseful  to  anglers  visiting  the  places  mentioned.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  have  any  more  recent  information  from  those 
who  can  supply  it.— Ed, 


English  sportsman  fastidious,  or,  perhaps,  incom- 
prehensible. It  should  be  remembered,  however, 
that  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  fish  becomes, 
on  religious  grounds,  a  necessary  part  of  the  food 
of  the  people,  and  not  a  mere  luxury,  as  in  Great 
Britain ;  and  this  circumstance  also  tends  to 
depress  the  art  of  angling,  and  make  it  a  catch- 
penny and  sordid  matter. 

In  the  French  code  of  laws  relative  to  river  and 
canal  fishing,  it  is  provided  that  angling  with  the 
rod,  except  at  periods  when  fish  are  out  of  season, 
is  allowed  to  all.  But  this  does  not  invalidate  the 
law  of  trespass,  and  can  only  apply  to  the  right  of 
fishing  rivers  and  canals  from  public  roads  and 
footpaths.  These,  however,  are  so  numerous,  and 
are  so  tenaciously  maintained  by  the  people,  that 
every  reasonable  facility  is  afforded  for  the  gi-ati- 
fication  of  the  angler.  He  will  almost  invariably 
find  that  there  are  public  footpaths  from  one 
village  to  another,  all  along  the  banks  of  the 
streams ;  and  not  unfrequently  these  footpaths 
are  on  both  sides  of  the  water,  thus  enabling  him 
to  traverse  the  rivers  from  one  end  to  the  other 
without  any  hindrance  or  interruption  whatever. 
Here  and  there  he  will  perhaps  find  the  fishing 
preserved,  but  this  is  by  no  means  a  common 
occurrence ;  and  when  it  does  happen,  the  right  is 
generally  confined  to  one  side  of  the  river.  The 
fact  is,  the  great  division  of  landed  property  in 
France — the  result  of  the  non-existence  of  a  law 
of  primogeniture — and  the  absence  of  a  rural 
aristocracy,  have  the  practical  effect  of  throwing 
open  all  the  rivers  of  the  country  sufficiently  for 
the  purposes  of  the  angler.  This  is  a  privilege 
that  men  cannot  enjoy  in  England,  although 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland  the  rivers  are  com- 
paratively accessible  to  all.  The  angler  who  has 
been  dogged  and  bullied  by  a  keeper  in  our 
merry  England — himself  often  the  greatest 
poacher  on  a  manor — will  feel  the  full  force  of 
these  advantages,  and  bless  his  stars  that  there 
are  yet  countries  on  the  face  of  the  earth  where 
fish  is  not  preserved  for  the  sole  enjoyment  of  a 
few,  and  where  the  foot  of  the  enthusiast  can 
wander,  unfettered  and  free. 

Whenever,  however,  the  angler  encounters  the 
least  obstruction,  we  would  earnestly  advise  him 
to  acquiesce,  cheerfully  and  readily.  This  is 
always,  even  in  his  own  country,  decidedly  the 
best  plan ;  but  particularly  is  it  so  on  the 
continent.  Here  he  is  always  emphatically  "  a 
stranger  and  a  sojourner."  He  has,  necessarily, 
a  very  slender  hold  upon  the  feelings  and 
sympathies  of  the  people;  but  civility  and 
politeness  go  a  long  way  in  France  in  securing 
them  for  all  temporary  and  reasonable  purposes. 
If  a  portion  of  the  water  be  preserved,  and  you 
find  it  of  such  an  extent  and  character  as  to  be 
worth  attention,  a  polite  application  will  seldom 
be  refused,  especially  if  the  applicant  be  fishing 
with  the  artificial  fly.  Should  you  be  forbidden 
the  water  on  account  of  trespass  alone,  you  will 
seldom  fail  to  overcome  even  this  obstacle  by  a 
few  words  of  civility  and  explanation  to  the 
proprietor.  But,  whatever  you  do,  do  not  argue 
the  point  with  him ;  do  not  attempt  to  dispute 
the  right,  but  implicitly  acknowledge  the  reason- 
ableness of  his  objections,  and  cheerfully 
abandon  the  attempt.  The  angler  will  observe, 
in  all  his  movements  in  France  and  Belgium, 
a  striking  verification  of  the  truth  of  Solomon's 
declaration  that  "  a  soft  answer  turneth  away 
wrath."  As  far  as  our  own  experience  goes,  we  have 
uniformly  found  the  country  people  on  the  banks 
of  the  rivers  exceedingly  civil  and  obliging,  and 
anxious  at  all  times  to  furnish  us  with  information, 
and  afford  us  every  facility  in  the  pursuit  of  our 
amusement.  We  have  sometimes  experienced  the 
kindest  attention  from  the  cottagers,  who  have 
willingly  showed  us  the  best  path  through  their 
little  gardens;  and  in  more  than  one  instance 
they  have  actually  broken  down  their  own  newly- 
reared  fences  to  enable  us  to  approach  the 
stream  with  greater  ease  and  convenience.  When 
it  is  otherwise,  we  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to 
confess,  the  cause  is  fairly  traceable,  nine  times 
out  of  ten,  to  the  conduct  of  the  English  them- 
selves. Thoughtless  boys,  with  a  disregard  of 
propriety  perfectly  unintelligible  to  the  natives, 
break  through  their  fences ;  plunge  across  their 
meadows  under  process  of  irrigation ;  and 
perambulate  the  whole  country,  accompanied  by 
great  dogs  that  gallop  about  amongst  the 
cropping,  to  the  annoyance  and  injury  of  the 
cultivators;  and  thus  they  excite  the  ill-will  of 


the  proprietors,  and  in  some  instances  provoke 
them  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  shutting  up 
the  water.  Children,  too,  of  a  large  growth  are 
not  altogether  exempt  from  similar  follies ;  the 
contemptible  trick  of  setting  night  lines  in  trout 
streams,  and  the  suspicious  practice  of  carrying 
large  casting  nets,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
catching  minnows,  are  no  very  powerful  recom- 
mendations to  the  proprietors  of  fishable  waters. 
For  our  own  part,  we  repeat,  with  a  sense  of 
grateful  obligation,  we  have  found  the  French 
occupiers,  with  very  rare  exceptions,  and  those 
confined  to  the  drunken  bombastic  bullies  who 
swagger  in  cabarets,  extremely  liberal,  and  invari- 
ably civil  and  polite.  In  fishing  about  the 
ramparts  and  fortifications  of  towns  in  France 
and  Belgium,  the  angler  will  sometimes  meet 
with  obstruction  from  the  soldiers  on  duty,  or 
from  the  public  functionaries  who  take  charge  of 
these  waters.  In  all  such  cases  the  most  implicit 
obedience  should  be  yielded.  Whenever  you  are 
told  not  to  fish  in  a  certain  place,  up  with  your 
rod  on  the  instant  and  quit  the  spot ;  otherwise  a 
file  of  men  with  fixed  bayonets  may  march  you 
through  the  town  to  some  of  the  public  offices  of 
justice,  and  get  you  fined  into  the  bargain.  We 
have  known  some  instances  in  which  our  country- 
men have  got  into  awkward  positions  by  not 
attending  to  what  is  here  recommended. 

These  casual  obstructions  about  the  waters  of 
fortified  places  arise,  however,  from  very  simple 
causes.  These  waters  are  let  to  particular  per- 
sons on  account  of  the  fish  they  contain,  which 
are  caught  by  nets,  or  in  traps,  and  sold 
in  the  public  markets.  The  soldiers  on  duty  are 
frequently  directed  not  to  allow  persons  to  angle 
in  particular  portions  of  these  waters  ;  and  if  you 
succeed  in  obtaining  liberty  from  the  lessee 
(which  you  may  often  do  for  a  mere  trifle),  still 
the  soldier  on  duty  can  know  nothing  about  you 
or  your  arrangement,  therefore  you  will  still  be 
ordered  off,  even  if  you  have  written  permission 
in  your  pocket.  This,  of  course,  you  can  soon 
rectify,  but  it  is  wise  to  submit  in  the  first 
instance.  Again,  the  owners  or  lessee  of  the 
waters  are  not  always  the  lessee  of  the  herbage 
which  grows  upon  the  glacis  or  ramparts,  which 
is  hired  every  year  by  people  who  keep  cows  and 
other  cattle,  and  is  commonly  cut  down  two  or 
three  times  a  year,  and  taken  off  the  ground. 
This  places  you  in  a  new  difficulty.  The  permis- 
sion to  fish  cannot  give  you  permission  to  walk 
upon  and  trample  down  the  grass,  the  lessee  of 
which  can  also  issue  his  commands  to  the 
sentinels  on  duty  to  protect  his  herbage  from 
trespass.  And  if,  even  in  this  case,  you  succeeded 
in  obtaining  permission  from  the  lessee,  still  the 
soldiers  on  duty  can  know  nothing  of  this  agree- 
ment any  more  than  the  other,  and  will  refuse  to 
recognise  it.  The  soldier,  it  must  be  remembered, 
is  a  mere  machine ;  he  acts  from  general  orders  ; 
he  knows  nothing  of  any  exception  to  his  duties  ; 
and,  therefore,  it  can  never  be  prudent  in  anyone 
to  resist  his  authority  in  such  matters. 

(To  be  continued.) 


AN  ATTEMPT  AT  TROUTING  IN 
SUSSEX. 


Some  few  years  ago  an  intimation  appeared  in 
this  paper  that  some  trout  fishing  was  to  be  found 

in  a  brook  near          No,  I  won't  mention  names,  or 

you  won't  read  my  story,  but  think  "  Oh  !  I'll  go- 
there,"  and  then  I  shall  be  credited  with  having 
misled  you.  It  isn't  likely  I  am  going  to  give 
away  all  the  good  things  I  know,  but  I  may  say 
the  brook  was  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  that, 
when  you  have  read  my  little  tale,  yon,  I  am  sure, 
will  say  is  quite  near  enough.  Well,  this  report 
appeared,  and  as  I  was  staying  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, that  is,  not  ten  miles  from  it,  with  my  father, 
I  asked  him  if  he  would  come  and  see  what  it  was 
like.  "  It  is  no  good,  my  dear  boy,"  said  he, "  I  have 
looked  all  over  the  county  years  ago,  and  never 
found  anything  worth  throwing  a  fly  for."  "  But," 
I  said,  "  here's  a  report  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  send. 
it's  bound  to  be  right."  He  looked  at  me  in  a 
doleful  sort  of  way,  as  much  as  to  say,  "  Can  this 
boy  be  a  son  of  mine,  can  I  be  the  father  of  such 
an  idiot  ?  "  After  a  lot  of  conversation  on  the 
subject,  he  at  length  said  he  would  go  and  see  what 
it  was  like,  as  I  seemed  to  have  so  much  faith  in 
the  report  in  this  paper. 

Arriving  at  the  railway  station  nearest  to  the 
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reported  stream,  which,  by  the  bye,  we  had  looked 
up  on  an  ordinance  map,  and  found  it  properly 
marked,  which  of  course  was  one  on  my  side, 
we  inquired  how  far  it  was  to  so  and  so  (no  you 
don't,  I  don't  mean  to  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag). 
"  About  three  miles,"   said  the  stationmaster. 
"  Any  fish  there  ?  "  we  asked.    "  Can't  say,  sir ; 
never  been  so  far  away  from  home  as  that."  We 
were  not  much  surprised  at  this,  as  few  country- 
men have  I  met  who  knew  more  than  four  miles 
at  the  most  from  their  habitations,  so  we  went 
onwards.    It  turned  out  a  good  long  three  miles, 
as  these  miles  were  all  going  uphill  from  start  to 
finish.    "When  we  arrived  at  the  top,  which  we  did 
after  several  stoppages,  it  being  the  middle  of 
July,  and  I  need  hardly  say  warm,  to  speak  of  it 
very  mildly ;  but  the  old  gentleman  (I  mean  my 
.  father,  not  the  other  old  chappie)  said  it  was  "  as 
hot  as  Harry  Palmer,"  and  you  will  no  doubt 
know  how  hot  he  was.    There  was  not  a  "pub" 
on  the  road,  so  when  we  arrived,  as  I  said,  at  the 
top  we  were  somewhat  dry,  and  in  the  distance 
spied  a  board  hanging  from  the  side  of  a  house, 
and  on  coming  closer  to  it  found,  as  we  had 
thought  it  to  be,  an  inn,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
"  Swallows."     "  That's  the  pub  mentioned  in 
the  i-eport,"  said  I,  "  now  we  are  all  right."    "  I'll 
hold  your  rod  and  basket,"  said  the  governor, 
"while  you  go  in  and  make  inquiries,  but  for 
goodness  sake  don't  say  anything  about  fishing  or 
they'll  think  you  are  a  bit  dottie."  In  I  went,  and 
"  in  reply  to  my  question  a  blooming  young  maid 
said  she  had  never  heard  of  any  brook  in  the 
neighbourhood,  but  there  was  a  valley  about  a 
mile  further  on,  and  perhaps  it  might  be  there. 
Having  obtained  a  couple  of  bottles  of  beer  and 
some  bread  and  cheese,  I  joined  my  father,  and 
told  him  what  I  had  heard,  and  again  saw  that 
doleful  look  come  into  his  face  as  he  took  stock 
of  me.    But  he  consented  to  try  the  next  valley, 
and  going  on  as  I  had  been  directed,  turned 
soon  after  leaving  the  pub  to  the  left,  over  a 
stile  into    a  grass    field,  where  we  satisfied 
our  thirst  and  hunger  on  the  things  I  had 
procured.     I  remember  the  governor  was  in 
a  devil  of  a  wax  because  the  beer  would  not  flow 
(we  had  no  glasses)  fast  enough  out  of  the  bottle 
into  his  mouth ;  but  I  don't  think  he  understood 
the  trick  of  drinking  out  of  a  bottle.    It  requires 
practice,  and,  like  everything  else,  practice  makes 
perfect.    I  know  a  chum  of  mine  I  should  be 
sorry  to  let  have  the  first  drink  at  a  pint  bottle 
in  very  thirsty  weather — but,  then,  he  has  no 
conscience.    "Well,  after  satisfying  the  inner  man, 
we  crossed  several  fields  until  we  came  to  the 
bottom  of  the  next  valley,  and  .here  some  men 
were  cutting  wood  and  making  it  into  faggots, 
and  just  beyond  them  was  a  fair  sized  ditch  about 
2ft.  across. 

"  Come  a-fishing,  sir,"  inquired  one  of  them. 

"  Yes,"  I  said,  "  if  we  can  find  the  stream." 

"  That  be  the  stream,"  said  he,  pointing  to  the 
ditch,  "  and  I  hopes  as  how  you'll  have  as  much 
luck  as  I  did  the  last  time  I  went  fishing." 

This  looked  hopeful ;  anyway,  there  were  some 
fish  about,  though  the  brook  was  small. 

"  What  was  your  luck  ?  "  I  inquired.  ■ 

"  Why,  sir,  I  caught  a  trout  2in.  long,  and  the 
gentleman  who  lives  up  yonder  give  me  5s.  for  it 
to  keep  as  a  curiosity." 

We  returned  home.  Pheasant  Tail. 


THE   GRILSE  SEASON. 


It  is  not  often  that  grilse  are  so  late  in  being 
en.  evidence  in  the  river  as  they  are  this  season. 
Already  they  have  been  got  on  the  coast ;  but, 
as  it  is  usually  some  three  or  four  weeks  after 
the  pioneers  put  in  an  appearance  till  they  come 
on  in  force,  the  annual  summer  migration  of  the 
adolescent  salar  is  not  now  more  than  due. 

The  first  grilse  on  the  east  coast,  and  the  first 
of  the  season  anywhere,  was  got  on  April  9  in  the 
Aberdeen  Harbour  nets,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Dee.  The  Dee  and  Don  stations  seem  to  com- 
pete annually  with  each  other  as  to  which  will 
produce  the  first  grilse  of  the  season.  It  is  a 
matter  of  sheer  luck.  Nevertheless,  it  is  looked 
forward  to  by  local  fishermen  with  more  than 
usual  interest,  and  the  event  is  usually  pretty 
well  sounded  abroad.  For  some  seasons  back  the 
Don  district  has  been  entirely  out  of  the  running, 
the  first  grilse  having  been  got  in  the  Dee  district 


for  the  past  five  years  or  so.  It  was  not  always 
thus,  but  rather  a  case  of  regular  turn  about — 
this  year  on  the  Dee,  and  the  next  on  the  Don — 
while  occasionally  the  Spey  put  in  a  claim  for  the 
first  place,  which,  however,  is  now  entirely  for- 
gotten, so  remote  was  the  last  occasion. 

April  9  is  not  an  abnormally  early  date  for  the 
advent  of  the  first  maiden  salar  of  the  season, 
although  it  is  an  average  one.  March  12  and  18 
are  dates  memorable  for  the  first  grilse ;  but  these 
are  exceptions,  and  if  the  pioneers  appear  on  the 
coast  during  the  early  weeks  of  April,  and  be 
found  in  the  river  in  the  early  weeks  of  May,  then 
the  season  may  be  regarded  as  falling  in  with  the 
"  eternal  fitness  of  things  "  in  general,  and  the 
summer  run  of  grilse  in  particular.  Following 
the  Dee  comes  the  Tay,  the  Spey,  the  Ness, 
Deveron,  Don,  and  the  later  rivers  in  due 
succession.  A  good  grilse  season  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  angling  world.  Not  only  is 
immediate  sport  assured,  but  on  the  success  or 
otherwise  of  this  season's  grilse  crop  depends  next 
season's  early  spring  salmon.  It  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that,  ceteris  paribus,  a  good  run  of  grilse 
means  a  good  run  of  early  fish  in  the  following 
spring.  Nor  is  this  all.  Grilse  ascend  to  the 
very  highest  reaches  of  our  mountain  streams  to 
deposit  their  spawn,  and  from  their  lithe  form 
and  grand  swimming  powers  are  enabled  to  scale 
falls  and  get  into  streams  quite  inaccessible  to 
more  matured  fish.  An  early  and  a  good  season 
means  a  heavier  margin  of  brood  grilse  forward 
to  these  parts,  and  consequently  a  greater  aug- 
mentation to  the  stock  of  fish  in  the  river. 

So  great  are  the  swimming  powers  of  the  grilse, 
that  only  those  who  have  actually  studied  the 
point  from  personal  observation  are  inclined  to 
give  the  adolescent  salar  full  credit  for  the 
i-apidity  with  which  he  can  put  the  pools  behind 
him  when  on  the  run.  It  seems  that  the  more 
matured  the  fish  becomes  the  more  it  loses  that 
impulse  to  go  forward,  and  the  slower  becomes 
its  pace.  This  has  given  rise  to  different  opinions 
among  observers  as  to  the  rate  that  salmon 
usually  swim,  some  putting  it  on  an  average  at 
one  mile  an  hour,  and  others,  equally  as  keen 
observers,  at  two  miles  an  hom\  We  incline  to 
the  former  in  the  case  of  heavy  fish  and  when 
the  temperature  of  the  water  is  below  the  normal 
reading,  and  to  the  latter  in  the  case  of  summer 
grilse  and  salmon  of  the  lighter  weights,  when 
the  temperature  and  volume  of  the  river  are 
favourable. 

Grilse,  as  a  rule,  take  long  spurts,  and  will  often 
run  twenty  miles  as  the  crow  flies  before  stopping 
after  leaving  the  tidal  waters.  When  on  the  run 
they  will  neither  stray  to  the  right  nor  the  left  of 
them,  be  the  dainty  ever  so  tempting,  either  in  the 
form  of  a  minnow  or  fly,  but  when  once  resting 
there  is  nothing  more  susceptible  of  being  gulled 
in  the  whole  realm  of  sporting  fish  than  a  fresh 
run  grilse. 

Hence  it  is  that  the  first  grilse  on  such  rivers  as 
the  Dee  are  almost  always  got  well  inland. 
Invariably  little  grilse  angling  is  done  on  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  rivers  till  well  over  in  the 
season,  about  the  middle  of  July,  and  then  they 
are  of  considerable  weights,  reaching  up  to  61b., 
while  the  firstlings  of  the  season  in  May  seldom 
turn  the  beam  at  more  than  31b.  As  regards  the 
running  powers  of  the  grilse,  we  have  followed  a 
small  shoal  for  four  miles  on  end,  on  one  occasion, 
and  it  was  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  keep  them  in 
sight  by  pretty  fast  walking  along  the  river's 
bank.  Happening  to  be  on  a  pool  below  the 
bridge  of  Potarch  on  a  Tuesday  morning,  we 
noticed  a  rise  in  mid-stream,  then  another,  and 
then  another,  until  fully  half  a  dozen  were  counted. 
We  knew  from  experience  of  these  parts  these 
were  fish  that  had  got  away  with  the  Sunday's 
slap,  and  were  still  running.  Reeling  up,  we  were 
just  in  time  to  see  a  similar  performance  on  the 
pool  above.  Endeavouring  to  get  in  front  of 
them,  we  raced  to  the  Greenbanks,  when  the  same 
thing  happened  there  when  we  entered  the  water. 

Then  we  made  for  the  Gannets,  and  were  in 
time  to  see  over  a  dozen  heading  up  stream.  We 
laid  down  our  rods,  and  taking  a  short  cut  for  the 
Dess  water,  were  in  time  to  see  the  first  of  the 
shoal  landed  by  Harper,  the  keeper,  who  said  that 
ho  saw  the  fish  enter  the  pool  ten  minutes  before 
our  arrival.  We  followed  on  a  bit  farther,  into 
the  Aboyne  water — now  the  Upper  Dess — and 
were  gratified  at  seeing  a  rise  in  the  "  Que  thai," 
and  were  then,  as  we  arc  still,  in  the  (inn  belief 


that  all  these  fish  were  of  the  same  shoal.  It  was 
a  case  of  actually  chasing  the  grilse,  and  in  our 
hour's  hard  chase  we  covered  about  four  miles  of 
water.  We  give  this  experience  for  what  it  is 
worth.  Old  Blacklaws,  who  is  nigh  four  score 
ears,  and  who  is  still  keen  and  hearty,  and  can 
ill  his  brace  of  fish  with  any  of  his  juniors— he 
had  one  of  91b.  on  the  Borrowstone  water  last 
week— and  who  has  fished  all  his  life  long  on  the 
Dee,  since  a  boy  of  fourteen,  when  he  landed  his 
first  kelt,  has  often  in  his  younger  days  proved 
the  running  powers  of  the  grilse.  Starting  at  the 
bottom  of  his  water,  when  in  charge  of  the 
Carlogie  section,  he  would  wait  the  coming  of  the 
grilse ;  and  if  he  could  pick  off  one  inclined  to 
tarry,  good  and  well,  but  if  not  he  then  made 
tracks  for  the  pool  above,  to  tiy  the  same  game 
there  j  and  so  on,  all  up  through  his  water. 
Admiral  Sir  Arthur  Farquhar  and  others  used  to 
fish  regularly  after  the  same  fashion.  As  a  rule, 
the  grilse  which  came  away  with  the  Sunday's 
slap,  could  be  reckoned  on  arriving  on  their 
reaches  almost  to  an  hour,  .and  so  instead  of 
waiting  for  them  at  the  head  of  the  water  it  was 
more  profitable  to  go  and  meet  them,  so  to 
speak,  and  accompany  them  all  the  way  through. 

Running  grilse  .are  hard  to  get;  in  fact,  the 
main  shoal  always  holds  on  the  even  tenour  of  its 
way,  but  now  and  again  one  may  drop  off  at  this 
pool  or  the  next,  as  it  finds  a  tempting  resting 
place,  and  then  it  may  come  to  the  fly  freely. 
The  small  summer  lures  are  the  most  fatal  for 
grilse  angling.  There  is  no  gamer  fish  than  a 
fresh  run  grilse.  His  dash  and  fight  to  the  last, 
his  beauty  of  shape  and  colour,  and  the  delicacy 
with  which  he  must  be  handled,  all  combined, 
lend  a  charm  to  grilse  angling  that  surpasses  in 
skill  and  sport  the  most  stately  of  salmon 
fishing.  Add  to  this  that  grilse  are  usually 
looked  for  in  June  and  July,  when  all  nature  is  at 
its  best,  and  the  landscape  most  inviting  ;  when 
there,  are  no  frost  bites  to  be  guarded  against, 
and  no  heavy  floods  to  be  encountered  ;  when 
angling  can  be  done  under  the  most  favourable 
of  weather  conditions,  and  in  the  smallest  of 
waters  with  the  minimum  of  exertion,  and  is  there 
any  wonder  that  there  is  a  constant  and  growing 
demand  for  summer  angling  wherever  there  is  a 
certain  and  sure  run  of  adolescent  salar  ? 

The  grilse  has  a  great  love  for  the  mountain 
feeder.  Probably  the  temperature  may  be  lower 
than  that  of  the  main  stream,  and  hence  the 
desire  for  cooler  quarters.  Probably  the  shallow 
redds  and  the  absence  of  foes,  seen  and  unseen, 
may  be  the  impulse;  but,  whatever  it  may  be, 
the  grilse  has  the  desire,  and  often  makes  the 
attempt,  to  ascend  every  feeder  on  its  way  up 
stream  till  it  finds  its  wished  for  haven.  Thus  it 
is  that  in  a  very  wet  Season  grilse  are  found  in 
remote  places  and  glens  where  a  4in.  trout  could 
scarcely  turn. 

In  the  forest  of  Birse,  at  the  head  waters  of  the  ' 
Feugh,  "  far  from  the  madding  crowd's  ignoble 
strife  "  in  reality,  we  have  got  them  there  when  I 
trouting,  but  then  the  lower  waters  of  this  famous 
of  Dee's  feeders  is  one  of  the  best  grilse  reaches 
in  the  North  of  Scotland.    Our  only  surmise  was  i 
how  did  a  21b.   grilse  get  into  such  shallow 
quarters  where  a  2oz.  trout  was  a  prize;  and, 
besides,  the  grilse  had  miles  and  miles  of  water- 
falls to  surmount  where  there  was  little  or  no 
water  to  assist  it. 

Ascending  a  small  burn  running  into  the 
Cannie,  on  the  estate  of  Inchmarlo,  Deeside,  the 
grilse,  a  2;Ub.  nicely  shaped  fish,  and,  no  doubt, 
beautifully  coloured  then,  had  pushed  up  a 
shallow  drain  for  over  a  mile  till  it  reached  the 
pool  in  the  bog,  when  the  drought,  coming  as 
suddenly  as  the  floods  do  in  these  parts,  kept  it  a 
close  prisoner,  till  the  farmer's  boy  "  did  "  for  it 
with  a  hay  fork,  and,  knowing  it  was  not  a  pike, 
brought  it  to  the  village  for  identification.  The 
hole  or  pool  is  now  known  as  the  grilse  pot,  and. 
no  doubt,  carefully  searched  in  times  of  flood. 

G.  M. 


"Imperial  Defence"  is  the  title  of  a  most 
important  work  by  Lieut.-Col.  Sir  George  S. 
Clarke,  K.C.M.G.,  which  has  just  been  published 
by  the  Imperial  Press  Limited,  21,  Surrey-street) 
London,  W.C.  The  work  is  dedicated,  by  per- 
mission, to  the  Queen,  and  ought  to  be  read  by  all 
Her  Majesty's  subjects.  There  are  some  excellent 
illustrations  of  battleships  and  a  good  map  0| 
I  rade  mutes. 
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PERTHSHIRE. 
Lochs  of  Perthshire  (continued). 

Boar's  Loch.— See  the  Blackwater. 

Loch  Boltachan.— A  little  loch  near  Oomrie, 
belonging  to  the  Earl  of  Ancaster  and  Sir  S.  J. 
Dundas,  Bart.,  of  Dunira.  It,  and  the  stream 
flowing  out  of  it,  can  be  fished  by  residing  at  St. 
Fillan's  Hotel,  quite  near.  The  trout  run  two  to 
a  lb.,  and  81b.  or  101b.  is  a  fair  basket.  There  is 
no  boat  on  the  loch,  but  it  can  be  quite  well  fished 
from  the  shores.  It  fishes  best  with  an  easterly 
wind,  and  June  and  July  are  the  best  months. 
Splendid  mountain  scenery,  and  many  places  of 
interest  near,  including  Loch  Earn,  Neish's  Isle, 
Benvoirlich,  "  Glenartney's  hazel  shade,"  &c. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Comrie ;  thence  hire,  six  miles, 
to  St.  Fillan's  Hotel ;  thence  walk. 

Loch  Broom. — A  very  fine  trout  loch  about 
four  miles  to  the  north-east  of  Pitlochry.  It  is 
the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Atholl  and  Mr. 
Butter,  of  Faskally,  who  strictly  preserve  it. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Ballinluig;  thence  walk  or  ride 
four  miles. 

Loch  Butterstone,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  is  one  of  a  group 
of  lochs  about  three  miles  from  Dunkeld,  and 
contains  pike  and  perch,  but  ,  few  or  no  trout. 
201b.  of  all  sorts  is  a  good  basket.  Leave  to  fish 
must  be  got  from  the  proprietor,  the  Duke  of 
Atholl.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dunkeld ;  thence  hire 
three  or  four  miles. 

Loch  Chon. — There  are  two  lochs  of  this  name 
in  Perthshire.  This  one  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of 
water  in  the  parish  of  Aberfoyle.  It  yields  capital 
6port,  and  the  trout  are  of  first-rate  quality.  It 
can  be  fished  by  anglers  living  at  the  Bailie  Nicol 
Jarvie  Hotel,  Aberfoyle,  or  at  the  Stronachlachar 
Hotel,  on  Loch  Katrine.  The  latter  is  some  three 
miles  from  the  loch,  and  Aberfoyle  is  about  seven 
miles.  The  charge  for  boat  and  boatman  is  7s. 
per  day.  The  trout  average  fib.,  and  121b.  is  a 
good  day's  sport.  Flies  suitable  to  the  loch  can 
be  had  at  the  Bailie  Nicol  Jarvie  Hotel,  Aberfoyle, 
and  boats  and  boatmen  must  be  ordered  there. 
The  loch  is  about  three  miles  long  and  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and  is  the  property 
of  the  Duke  of  Montrose.  There  are  several 
islands  in  the  loch,  which  add  to  its  beauty.  A 
large  number  of  herons  used  to  build  here  when 
the  loch  was  visited  by  Sir  Walter  Scott.  Now, 
as  when  Roderick  Dhu  surveyed  the  scene, 

On  Duchray'g  towers  no  beacon  shone, 
Nor  scared  the  heron  from  Loch  Chon. 

A  solitary  heron  may  still  be  seen  about  the  loch, 
but  they  do  not  now  build  on  the  island  as  of  old. 
Many  places  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  are 
referred  to  in  "  Rob  Roy."  First  route  :  By  rail 
to  Aberfoyle ;  thence  hire  about  seven  miles. 
Second  route  :  By  rail  to  Callander ;  thence  hire 
to  Trossachs,  nine  miles;  thence  by  steamer  to 
Stronachlachar ;  thence  hire  or  walk  three  miles. 
Third  route :  By  rail  to  Callander ;  thence  hire  to 
Aberfoyle,  twelve  miles ;  thence  hire  seven  miles 
to  the  loch. 

J  Loch  Chon. — A  little  loch  in  the  parish  of 
.Blair  Athole.  It  is  about  a  mile  long  and  250yds. 
i  broad,  and  belongs  to  Mr.  Robertson,  of  Auch- 
j  leeks.  It  is  let  to  a  shooting  tenant,  and  cannot 
i  be  fished  without  his  permission.  It  abounds  with 
pike,  but  trout  are  few  and  far  between.  The 
Errochy  flows  out  of  it.  Route:  By  rail  to 
Struan ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Clunie. — A  loch  about  a  mile  long  by 
[half  a  mile  broad,  lying  between  Dunkeld  and 
Blairgowrie.  It  is  the  property  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
pox,  of  Snaigow,  from  whom,  or  his  factor,  per- 
mission to  fish  must  be  got.  It  contains  pike  and 
perch.   Spoon  bait  and  phantom  minnow  are  the 


baits  mostly  used.  The  scenery  of  the  loch  is 
very  beautiful.  The  valley  in  which  it  lies  is  well 
wooded,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  loch  is  an  island, 
on  which  there  is  an  old  castle,  said  to  have  been 
the  birthplace  of  the  Admirable  Crichton.  This 
is  a  great  resort  for  visitors,  and  boats  can  be  had 
by  parties  desirous  of  seeing  the  old  castle.  The 
loch  is  about  six  miles  from  Dunkeld  and  five 
from  Blairgowrie,  and  the  public  road  between 
these  places  passes  it.  In  summer  a  coach  goes 
daily  along  that  route  from  Dunkeld  to  Braemar. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Dunkeld ;  thence  by  coach  as 
above,  or  hire  seven  miles. 

Loch  Craiglush.— One  of  a  group  of  lochs 
near  Dunkeld,  yielding  good  sport.  It  can  only 
be  fished  by  leave  of  the  proprietrix,  the  Duchess 
Dowager  of  Athole.  It  contains  pike,  perch,  and 
a  few  big  trout.  The  Hatton  Burn  falls  into  it, 
and  it  is  connected  with  the  Loch  of  the  Lowes  by 
a  sort  of  canal.  Route :  Same  as  Looh  Butterston, 
which  see. 

Loch  Cray.— See  the  Blackwater. 

Loch  Damh. — A  loch  in  the  wilds  of  Glen 
lyon,  which  affords  capital  sport.  It  is  the 
property  of  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  and, 
being  let  to  a  shooting  tenant,  is  preserved.  The 
trout  run  three  to  a  lb.,  and  101b.  to  151b.  is  a  fair 
day's  work.  Scenery  wild  and  mountainous. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Aberfeldy ;  thence  by  coach  to 
Kenmore ;  thence  by  Loch  Tay  steamer  to 
Fearnan ;  thence  drive. 

Loch  Derculich  is  situated  in  Strathtay, 
about  four  miles  from  Aberfeldy.  It  covers  103 
acres,  is  about  three  miles  in  circumference,  and 
lies  betwixt  the  properties  of  Blackhill,  Edrady- 
nate,  and  Derculich,  the  proprietors  of  which 
preserve  the  fishing.  The  loch  generally  yields 
excellent  sport.  The  scenery  all  about  is  very 
fine.  Route :  By  rail  to  Aberfeldy ;  thence  hire 
four  miles. 

Loch  Dhu.— A  little  loch  on  the  estate  of 
Auchleeks,  near  Blairatholl,  on  the  road  from 
Trinafour  to  Dalnacardoch.  The  trout  are  shy  to 
rise,  but  are  of  splendid  quality  and  deep  red 
flesh.  Let  with  shootings  and  preserved.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Struan ;  thence  hire,  or  by  mail  car, 
seven  miles. 

Loch  Dhu.— A  little  loch  within  300yds.  of 
Loch  Chon,  Aberfoyle.  It  belongs  to  the  Duke 
of  Montrose,  and  anglers  residing  at  the  Bailie 
Nicol  Jarvie  Hotel,  Aberfoyle,  have  the  privilege 
of  fishing  it.  Loch  Dhu  contains  fine  trout, 
averaging  fib.,  and  on  a  good  day  an  expert 
angler  may  basket  from  101b.  to  151b.  Suitable 
flies  for  the  loch  can  be  had  at  the  hotel.  Phantom 
minnow  often  gives  a  good  account  of  itself  here, 
and  so  does  natural  minnow.  The  scenery  is  the 
same  as  about  Loch  Chon,  and  the  route  also  the 
same. 

Loch  Dochart. — A  little  loch  at  the  foot  of 
Benmore,  near  the  head  of  Glendochart.  The 
loch  yields  very  fair  trout  fishing,  which  can  be 
enjoyed  by  residing  at  Tyndram,  Crianlarich,  or 
Luib  Hotels.  Boats  can  be  had.  Trout  small. 
Beautiful  scenery.  Route :  By  rail  to  Crianlarich ; 
thence  hire  or  walk. 

Loch  Doiue  is  in  the  parish  of  Balquhidder, 
almost  surrounded  by  lofty  hills,  wild  and  solitary, 
yet  very  beautiful.  It  contains  salmon,  bull  trout, 
yellow  trout,  and  char.  The  trout  run  three  or 
four  to  a  lb.,  and  good  sport  is  often  got.  It 
belongs  to  Mr.  Carnegie,  of  Stronvar,  and  Mr. 
Stewart-Macdonald,  of  Monachyle,  who  preserve 
it.  The  best  months  are  April,  May,  and  June. 
Inn  accommodation  at  Kingshouse,  Balquhidder. 
The  river  Lochlarig  (which  see)  falls  into  the 
head  of  Loch  Doine,  and  it  affords  excellent  trout 
fishing.  Numerous  legends  of  Rob  Roy  hover 
about  this  district.  At  the  head  of  Loch  Doine 
are  pointed  out  the  site  and  foundation  stone  of 
his  house,  and  at  the  foot  of  Loch  Voil  his  ashes 
slumber  in  the  quiet  churchyard  of  Balquhidder. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Kingshouse,  where,  however, 
the  train  only  stops  by  previous  notice  to  the 
guard ;  thence  hire  to  the  loch,  about  six  miles. 

Lochs  of  Dowally. — Two  small  lochs  situated 
on  the  hill  above  Dowally,  the  property  of  the 
Duke  of  Atholl,  and  in  the  occupancy  of  the 
Duchess-Dowager,  who  preserves  them.  Some 
years  ago  they  contained  lots  of  trout  of  fine 
quality ;  now  nothing  is  to  be  got  but  pike  and 
perch.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dunkeld ;  thence  walk 
four  miles. 

Loch    Drimuagowran,   or  Bencraigh.— 

This  is  a  small  loch  about  a  mile  above  the  east 


end  of  Loch  Arklet,  and  the  same  distance  from 
Loch  Chon.  Anglers  residing  at  Stronachlachar 
Hotel  can  fish  it,  and  it  is  two  miles  from  the 
hotel.  The  last  mile  can  only  be  walked,  as  it  is 
over  the  mountain.  This  small  sheet  of  water 
used  to  be  almost  unknown  to  anglers,  but  it 
holds  lots  of  trout,  and  of  a  larger  size  than  are 
generally  found  in  mountain  lochs.  Two  or  three 
dozen  have  been  got  in  a  few  hours,  running  from 
?lb.  to  ilb.  Route :  By  rail  to  Callander ;  thence 
by  coach  to  the  Trossachs,  nine  miles  ;  thence  by 
steamer  up  Loch  Katrine  (a  most  delightful  sail) 
to  Stronachlachar,  ten  miles;  thence  walk  two 
miles. 

Loch  Drummellie,  or  Mar  lee.— A  trout, 
pike,  and  perch  loch,  free  to  the  public,  about  two 
miles  from  Blairgowrie,  a  station  on  the  Cale- 
donian  Railway.  The  loch  is  two  miles  long  by  a 
half  mile  broad,  and  the  river  Lunan  runs  through 
it.  Boats  can  be  had  from  Mr.  Sinclair  at  the 
Marlee  Hotel,  which  has  been  much  enlarged  for 
the  accommodation  of  visitors.  Trout  from  lib, 
to  9lb.  have  been  caught  in  the  loch. 

Loch  Drummond.  —  A  very  pretty  and 
splendidly  stocked  trout  loch  within  the  policies 
of  Drummond  Castle,  the  property  of  the  Earl  of 
Ancaster,  who  preserves  it.  Drummond  Castle, 
which  is  famed  for  its  gardens,  and  attracts 
numerous  visitors,  is  within  three  miles  of  Crieff. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Crieff ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Drunkie.  —  A  very  fair  fishing  loch, 
in  the  parish  of  Aberfoyle.  It  is  the  property 
of  the  Duke  of  Montrose  and  Mr.  G.  Addison 
Cox,  of  Invertrossachs,  who  preserve  it.  It  is 
two  miles  long  by  half  a  mile  broad.  From 
101b.  to  121b.  may  be  killed  in  a  day,  and  the 
trout  run  from  fib.  to  lib.  April  and  May  are 
the  best  months.  The  angler  can  reside  at  either 
Callander  or  Aberfoyle.  The  loch  is  seven  miles 
from  the  former,  and  five  from  the  latter.  The 
scenery  is  extremely  picturesque,  hill  rising  above 
hill  on  either  side,  wild  and  majestic.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Callander  or  Aberfoyle;  thence  hire 
seven  miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Stjtherlandshire. 
Altnacealgach  is  about  twenty-five  miles 
from  Lairg  Station,  on  the  Highland  Railway, 
on  the  road  to  Loch  Inver,  from  which  place  it  is 
about  as  distant.  The  coach  between  these  places 
stops  at  Altnacealgach  daily.  It  is  the  centre  of 
one  of  the  best  trout  fishing  districts  of  Scotland. 
The  proprietor  of  the  hotel  has  boats  on  the 
various  lochs,  and  good  boatmen.  The  air  is 
bracing  and  delightful,  and  the  scenery  beautiful. 
Visitors  can  fish  Loch  Awe ;  Loch  Boarlan,  close 
by;  Loch  Cama,  four  miles  off;  Loch  Craggie; 
Loch  Fad;  Loch  Mulach-Corrie ;  Loch  Urigall, 
two  miles  distant ;  Loch  Veyatie,  four  miles  off ; 
Loch  Mheaullan,  a  hill  loch,  two  miles  off ;  the 
Altnacealgach  Burn,  or  Ledbeg ;  the  Dhu  Loan,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  off ;  and  the  Ledmore,  a  mile  off. 

Altnaharra  is  beautifully  situated  at  the 
head  of  Loch  Naver,  on  the  road  from  Lairg  to 
Tongue  in  Sutherlandshire,  amid  splendid  scenery, 
and  is  a  good  fishing  centre.  It  is  reached  by 
coach  from  Lairg,  on  the  Highland  Railway. 
Altnaharra  Hotel  affords  accommodation,  and  the 
Lairg  coach  stops  at  it  daily.  Visitors  can  fish 
Locli  Hallam,  Loch  Laoghal,  Loch  Meaddie,  Loch 
Strumshad,  Loch  Tarvie,  and  Loch  Naver, 
(To  be  continued.) 


WHERE  TO  REAR  TROUT. 
When  you  wish  to  apply  the  improved  methods 
of  pisciculture  to  trout  with  profit,  it  is  well  to 
rear  the  fish  in  calcareous  water.  Without  need 
of  chemical  analysis,  which  is,  however,  very 
simple,  you  can  ascertain  whether  the  water  is 
calcareous  by  examining  the  nature  of  the  herbage 
which  grows  on  the  edge  of  the  ponds,  and 
the  slime  on  the  bottom.  When  the  water  is 
calcareous,  there  is  an  abundance  of  small 
mollusks,  which  have  constructed  their  shells  by 
filtering  the  liquid  in  an  obstinate  struggle  for 
life  ;  the  greater  the  amount  of  lime  in  the  water 
the  thicker  is  the  shell,  as  you  can  ascertain  by  a 
knock  of  the  finger  nail.— Rev.  JJniv, 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


[May  15,  1897 


TROUT  FISHING  IN  SWITZER- 
LAND. 

I  was  some  years  ago  spending  the  spring  at 
Montreux,  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva.    A  friend  of 
mine,  before   I   started,    wrote   and   told  me 
to  bring  my  trout  tackle  with  me  as  there  was 
fair  fishing  to  be   got  in  a  river  called  the 
Stockalper,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake, 
by  joining  a,  sort  of  club  and  paying  40  francs 
for  the  fishing.    The  river  was  a  narrow,  deep, 
slow  running  one,  and  ran  down  the  valley  for  the 
last  six  miles  parallel  to  the  Rhone.    The  river 
was,  I  believe,  leased  from  the  Swiss  Government, 
and  they  had  a  clause  in  the  lease  that  the  natives 
might  fish  by  paying  five  francs.    They  used  great 
16ft.  bamboo  rods,  and  splashed  great  pewter  look- 
ing minnows  into  the  river,  but  I  never  saw  them 
hook  a  single  fish,  but  report  had  it  that  every 
now  and  then  they  killed  enormous  ones.  The 
fishing  opened  in  March ;  the  weather  was  very 
cold  at  the  start,  and  for  the  first  few  weeks  the 
trout  would  not  rise  at  all.    You  were  allowed  to 
use  fly,  worm,  minnow,  &c.    I  soon  got  tired  of 
the  usual  way  of  spending  the  day  at  Montreux, 
and  generally  used  to  go  over  by  a  steamboat 
that   left  Montreux  at  8  a.m.  and  returned 
at  6  p.m.,  and  I  was  usually  on  the  river 
about   four  days    a  week.     I   stuck    to  the 
fly  at  first,  but  finding  it  was  not  much  use,  I 
fished  a  good  bit  with  the  Devon  and  natural 
minnow,    It  was  in  most  places  a  narrow  stream, 
with  here  and  there  runs  and  pools,  but  the 
upper  part  ran  slowly  between  high  banks.  A  train 
left  where  we  landed  from  the  boat,  and  stopped 
at;  a  station  about  three  miles  up,  close  to  the 
river.  Most  of  the  men  used  to  go  up  by  the  train 
and  fish  down.    You  were  not  allowed  to  take 
trout  under  8in.,  and  the  river  was  well  watched 
by  the  gendarmes,  who  could  examine  your 
basket.    I  fished  steadily  for  about  six  weeks, 
and  on  the  average  used  to  get  about  one  and  a 
half  brace  a  day,  going  about  ilb.  each.  We 
used  to  meet  on  the  boat  of  an  evening  and  com- 
pare notes.    Most  of  them  stuck  to  the  fly,  and 
light  were  their  baskets  in  the  evening.    One  old 
retired  colonel  was  generally  in  a  baddish  humour 
on  the  way  back,  and  used  to  say  to  me,  What  have 
you  done  ?    If  I  had  four  or  five  fish  to  show  him 
he  used  to  rage  against  the  minnow,  saying  I  was 
always  at  it,  and  that  it  would  spoil  any  stream. 
I  said  one  day  to  him,  why  don't  you  take  to  it, 
you  don't  seem  to  do  much  with  the  fly.  His 
answer  was  :  "  I  am  a  sportsman." 

_  One  day  I  was  about  half-way  up  when  I  saw 
him  coming  down  at  a  great  pace.  When  he  got 
to  me  he  said,  "  Give  me  some  whiskey ;  I  am 
nearly  frozen."  He  was  wearing  boots  without 
nails,  the  banks  were  slippery,  and  somehow  he 
had  fallen  in  head  over  heels.  I  gave  him  a  good 
pull  at  my  flask,  but  could  not  help  smiling,  as 
he  was  covered  with  mud  and  blue  with  cold, 
and  his  temper  was  awful.,  A  short  while  after 
I  was  coming  round  a  b'end  in  the  river,  and 
there  _  was  my  friend  on  the  opposite  bank 
throwing  in  a  great  phantom  minnow,  and,  as  far 
as  I  could  see,  simply  letting  it  sink  to  the 
bottom.  I  called  out  "Hullo!  Colonel;  I  see 
you  have  come  round  to  the  minnow  after  all." 
He  did  not  say  much,  but  muttered  something 
about  wanting  a  trout  particularly.  I  heard  that 
the  following  season  he  was  asked  to  retire  from 
the  club,  as  one  of  the  gendarmes  watched  him 
taking  some  small-looking  trout,  and,  on 
examining  his  basket,  found  several  "  Pinkeens  " 
that  all  the  stretching  in  the  world  would  not 
have  made  8in.  About  the  middle  of  April 
a  retired  naval  officer  joined  the  club.  He 
was  not  "nasty  particular"  like  the  Colonel. 
He  tried  everything,  but  did  little.  He  said  he 
was  not  going  to  pay  40  francs  for  nothing ;  and 
as  there  was  no  law  in  Switzerland  against  using 
salmon  roe,  he  was  going  to  send  to  Scotland  for 
some ;  and,  sure  enough,  he  did,  and  the  first  day 
he  used  it  he  turned  up  on  the  boat  with  some 
nice  trout.  One  of  the  members  got  into  a  great 
way,  and  said  that  the  salmon  roe  would  clear  out 
the  river  in  no  time.  The  secretary  (who  I  would 
not  swear  had  not  used  it  himself  in  Wales  when 
a  boy)  took  it  easily,  and  said  that  if  he  got  a  lot 
of  trout  with  it,  a  rule  could  be  made  against  it. 
The  next  time  he  only  got  two  trout  with  it,  and 
after  that  gave  it  up,  as  he  said  it  was  no  better 
than  the  worm,  and  much  more  difficult  to  put  on. 
The  Colonel,  I  heard,  had  also  sent  for  a  pot  of  it, 


but  I  must  say  I  never  saw  him  using  it.  I  fished 
with  the  worm,  and  got  a  few  decent  baskets  with 
it.  They  told  me  that  there  were  some  good 
trout  in  the  stream,  up  to  31b.  or  41b„  but 
they  would  not  move  till  the  May  Fly  came 
on.  I  was  fishing  down  the  top  part 
one  day  with  the  minnow  ;  a  friend  was  out  with 
me,  but  he  was  not  fishing.  I  got  down  to  a  deep 
part,  about  100yds.  above  a  bridge,  where  there 
was  a  caf6,  where  we  often  had  lunch.  An  old 
stump  of  a  tree  grew  out  of  the  bank.  I  threw 
the  minnow  just  under  it,  and  hooked  the 
largest  fish  I  had  seen  ;  he  gave  a  short  run,  and 
rolled  over,  and  was  off.  My  friend  said  that 
trout  was  over  41b.  I  did  not  mention  it  to  any- 
one, and  I  tried  him  again  with  the  natural 
minnow  a  couple  of  weeks  afterwards  ;  he  came 
short,  and  never  touched  it.  I  marked  the  spot, 
and  thought  I  would  have  a  good  try  for  him 
when  the  May  Fly  came  up.  I  used  often  to  meet 
on  the  river  a  man  who  came  up  from  Lausanne. 
He  had  been  a  coffee  planter,  and  as  I  had  been 
out  there  in  his  district  after  he  had  left,  we 
became  great  friends.  At  last  the  May  Fly  began 
to  show  up,  and  after  a  few  days  the  trout  took 
it  well. 

The  mid-day  train  was  coming  along;  it  ran 
just  opposite  me  across  the  river.  I  looked  up 
and  saw  my  planter  friend  waving  from  his 
carriage  to  me.  I  knew  him  by  the  white  sun  hat 
he  wore.  The  station  was  about  300yds.  up  the 
river.  I  soon  saw  a  fish  rising  close  to  the  stump 
J  crawled  up,  and  saw  it  was  the  large  trout.  I 
put  the  fly  nicely  over  him  twice,  and  the  second 
time  he  sucked  down  a  fly  within  a  foot  of  mine ; 
the  third  cast  up  he  came,  and  I  was  fast  in  him. 
I  glanced  upstream,  and  saw  "  Old  White  Hat " 
about  200yds.  upstream  putting  his  rod  together. 
I  yelled  out  to  him  to  come  down.  The  banks 
were  very  high.  I  brought  the  fish  some  way 
down  stream.  Just  below  me  the  stream 
narrowed  in,  and  ran  fast  between  walls  down  to 
the  bridge.  My  net  was  a  short-handled  one, 
and  I  could  not  have  reached  him  with  it,  but, 
luckily,  my  friend  now  came  to  my  assistance. 
He  always  carried  a  net  with  a  handle  that  would 
have  done  for  an  otter  hunting  pole.  The  fish 
fought  well,  and  gave  me  a  good  ten  minutes' 
fun,  as  I  had  him  on  a  light  9ft.  rod  and 
the  finest  gut  cast;  but  at  last  he  was  safely 
netted.  He  weighed  3flb.  My  friend  said: 
"Well,  you  are  a  nice  sort  of  a  chap.  I 
marked  that  fish  a  month  ago;  I  hooked 
him  on  the  minnow  and  lost  him,  and  I 
came  up  to-day,  all  the  way  from  Lausanne, 
thinking  that  I  would  get  him  now  the  May  Fly 
is  on.  I  have  even  put  on  a  new  cast  to  make 
certain  of  holding  him.  When  I  passed  in  the 
train,  and  saw  you  sitting  like  an  image  near  the 
spot,  I  knew  something  was  up."  I  then  told 
him  that  the  fish  was  also  a  friend  of  mine,  and 
that  I  took  a  personal  interest  in  him,  having 
twice  ran  him  with  the  minnow.  I  have  met  him 
in  England  several  times  since,  and  he  always 
bemoans  that  3J-pounder  that  ought  to  have  been 
his-  D.  J.  W.  E. 


FRESHWATER  FISHERIES  ACTS. 

SUCCESSFUL  PROSECUTION. 
At  the  Salford  Police  Court,  on  April  30,  before  Mr 
Makinson,  stipendiary,  Samuel  Sugarman,  89,  Great 
Ducie-street,  Manchester,  was  charged  with  having  in  his 
possession  for  sale  a  quantity  of  bream  during  the  close 
season,  as  provided  for  by  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts. 
Mr.  Evans,  the  assistant  town  clerk,  prosecuted,  and  in 
opening  the  case,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  although 
defendant's  shop  was  within  a  few  hundred  yards  "of 
Victoria  Station,  Manchester,  the  fish  had  been  consigned 
to  Pendleton  Station,  at  least  two  miles  away,  and  in 
the  name  of  J.  Carroll.  He  suggested  that  this  was 
a  deliberate  attempt  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the 
Manchester  market  officials,  by  consigning  the  fish  to 
a  station  in  the  neighbouring  borough  of  Salford.  Mr. 
A.  W.  K.  Fordham,  veterinary  surgeon  and  meat  inspector 
tor  the  County  Borough  of  Salford,  proved  the  offence  in 
the  following  evidence :  On  Wednesday,  April  7,  I 
received  information  that  there  was  a  box  of  bream  at  the 
Pendleton  station.  I  watched  the  same  from  9.30  a.m.  to 
4  p.m.,  when  a  man  named  Samuel  Sugarman,  of  89 
Great  Ducie-street,  Manchester,  came  to  tho  station' 
obtained  possession  of  the  fish  after  paying  the  carriage 
and  signing  the  namo  of  "  Carroll."  The  defendant  was 
accompanied  by  a  man  namod  Ralph  Oldham,  of  92, 
Rod  Bank,  Manchester.  They  were  allowed  to  leave 
the  station  with  the  fieh.  I  then  went  up  to  them, 
and  said  I  should  seize  the  fish,  as  they  were  out  of 
season.  I  had  tho  fish  conveyed  to  the  Town  Hall 
slaughter-house,  and  found  the  box  to  oontaiu  sixty- 
nine  bream,  which  were  afterwards  destroyed.  The 


Pendleton  stationmaster  (Mr.  W.  J.  Dean)  corroborated 
Mr.  lordhams  evidence,  and  produced  the  company's 
books  containing  the  consignment  instructions  and  sign*, 
ture  '  J.  Carroll."  The  defendant  offered  a  long  and 
detailed  explanation  of  his  dealings  with  "J.  Carroll  " 
who  was  stated  to  be  a  woman,  and  admitted  that  tho  fiih 
were  sent  to  Pendleton  at  his  request,  but  denying  a,,, 
knowledge  of  what  kind  of  fish  they  were.  The  defendant 
was  cross-examined  on  his  statement,  but  did  not  produce 
.1.  Carroll,  and  was  eventually  fined  5s.  and  cost  oi 
summons  or  seven  days'  imprisonment. 


SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE. 
COURT   OF  APPEAL. 

FITZGERALD  V.  FIRBANK. 

This  was  an  appeal  from  a  decision  of  Mr.  Ju«tie» 
Kekewich  in  an  action  relating  to  a  right  of  fishing  k 
the  rivers  Chess  and  Colne  at  Rickmansworth  The 
plaintiffs  were  trustees  of  the  True  Waltonian  Society 
an  angling  society  formed  in  1830.  They  had  two 
leases  one  from  Lord .  Ebury,  the  other  from  Mx 
Shakell,  of  the  "exclusive  right  of  fishing"  in  part  of 
the  rivers,  with  a  provision  that  the  fishing  should  be 
with  rod  and  line  only.  The  defendant  wal  a  railway 
contractor,  who  under  an  agreement  with  Lord  Ebury  toot 
graIt  ™m  near  the  Chess,  which  was  used  as  ballast 
on  the  Manchester,  Sheffield,  and  Lincolnshire  Railway 
now  in  course  of  construction.  The  pit  the  defendant  du<! 
was  filled  up  with  clay  excavated  in  the  construction  of  tS 
railway.    The  plaintiffs  complained  that  the  operations  of 

%  defendant  caused  gravel  washings  and  suspended  clay 
and  other  solid  matter,  to  be  carrried  down  the  rivers  soaa 
to  make  the  water  turbid,  injure  tie  fi.h,  and  spoil  the 
spawning  beds,  at  least  foratime.  They  askedfor  aniniunc- 
tion  and  damages  The  defendants  had  stopped  opera  ions 
before  the  trial,  Mr.  Justice  Kekewich,  as  that  was  the 
case,  did  not  grant  an  injunction;  he  overruled  an 
objection  *Meed  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  that  ihs 
plaintiffs  had  no  sufficient  interest  on  which  to  found 
an  action.  On  the  evidence  he  held  that  fishing  for  coarse 
fish  was  not  interfered  with,  but  that  the  trout  were 
affected  and  the  spawning  beds  were  spoilt  by  the  sub- 
stance brought  down  by  the  defendant's  operations  beiae 
deposited  ;  he  awarded  £150  damages  with  costs  The 
defendant  appealed. 

Mr  Bramwell  Davis,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Kenyon  Parker 
were  for  the  appellant;  Mr.  Warrington,  Q.C.,  and  Mr 
Asnton  Cross  for  the  respondents. 

The  decision  of  the  court  below  on  the  facts  was  not 

«  T\i!  .  *vIfc  7*"  HP™*  on  the  Part  ot'  the  appellant, 
farst  that  the  plaintiffs  were  mere  licensees,  and  secondly 
that  even  supposing  them  to  have  the  right  of  an  owner 
the  defendants  were  not  injuring  the  right  to  catch  fisb 
and  there  was  no  damage  on  which  an  action  could  be 
founded. 

The  respondents  were  not  called  upon. 
Lord  Justice  Liodley  said  the  plaintiffs  were  grantees  of 
the  exclusive  right  of  fishing  in  part  of  the  rivers  Chesj 
and  Colne.  The  first  question  was  what  was  granted  and 
what  was  the  position  of  the  grantees.  Mr.  Brain  well 
Davis  had  endeavoured  to  persuade  their  Lordshipi 
that  the  grant  did  not  include  the  right  to  carry 
away  fish.  No  authority  had  been  adduced  in  support 
of  that  very  strong  contention,  which  was  one  that 
could  not  for  a  moment  be  sustained.  His  Lord- 
ship referred  to  the  old  reports  of  Salkeld,  p.  637  a« 
an  authority  that  in  the  opinion  of  lawyers  the  grant  of 
an  exclusive  right  to  fish  included  the  right  to  carry  away 
the  _fish  hooked  His  lordship  then  held  that  the 
position  of  the  plaintiffs  was  not  that  of  mere  licensees, 
but  they  had  a  legal  right  to  what  was  called  a  profit 
a  prendre.  They  had  not  merely  an  easement,  and  as 
such  owners  of  a  profit  a  prendre  they  might  brine  an 
action  of  trespass  Having  got  the  position  of  the 
plaintiffs  the  next  thing  to  consider  was  what  the 
defendant  had  done  He  had  interfered  with  the  enjoy- 
ment  of  the  plaintiffs' right  of  fishing  by  putting  matter 
into  the  water,  which  was  injurious  to  the  fishing  and 
drove  away  the  fish  and  spoiled  the  spawning  beds  •  thit 
was  not  causing  what  was  called  damnum  tine  injuria 
and  in  his  Lordship's  opinion  the  action  was  sustainable' 
1  he  case  appeared  a  somewhat  unusual  one  He  was  not 
aware  of  any  precedent  for  what  might  be  called  an  'action 
for  nuisance  in  respect  of  a  right  to  fish.  It  appeared  to  I 
him  there  was  nothing  in  the  defence  raised  when  closely 
looked  into. 

Lords  Justices  Lopes  and  Rigby  gave  judgment  to  the 
same  effect,  and  the  appejl  was  dismissed.— Times,  May  11, 

THE  SHANNON  SALMON  FISHERIES.^ 

At  the  monthly  mooting  of  the  Limerick  Hoard  of  Con- 
servators, Mr.  E.  J.  Phelps,  J.P.,  presiding,  the  following 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  :— "  That  the  Clerk  uf 
this  Board  be  directed  to  write  the  Clerks  of  other  Hoards 
in  Ireland  inviting  their  Boards  to  join  in  with  this  Board 
in  approaching  the  Government,  by  deputation  or  other- 
wise, to  urge  on  them  the  nccessityof  granting  Government 
aid  towards  the  establishment  of  fish  hatcheries  on  all 
rivers  in  Ireland  in  which  a  public  right  of  netting  exi-t< 

The  chairman  said  that  the  salmon  industry  was  ' 
declining.  It  was  an  astonishing  fact  that  since  IMl'l  there 
had  not  been  a  single  wholesale  measure  passed  through 
larliament  dealing  with  the  salmon  industry  of  Ireland. 
To  show  how  impossible  it  was  for  Kn^ish  Irish  and 
Scotch  rivers  to  meet  tho  demand,  he  said  that  in  one'vear 
1779  boxes  of  foreign  salmon  -represent  ing  about  U7  OlH) 
—were  received  at  Billingsgate.  The  Irish  Board  of 
Works  had  iniurod  somo  of  the  Shannon  lislieries  but  no 
redress  was  granted.  They  would  have  to  force  their 
claims  on  the  Government.  J.  A.  Barlowk. 
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$3ir  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
'  fhould  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

tower  Thames. — General  Remarks. — The  weather  con- 
tinues still  verv  disappointing  to  the  trout  anglers.  The  bitterly 
cold  frosty  nights  and  the  chilly  atmosphere  in  the  day  keep  the 
fish  down,  and  very  little  is  seen  of  them  by  the  fishermen  and 
anglers.  The  only  report  this  week  comes  from  Staines,  where 
Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  of  Brantford,  with  his  indefatigable  fisherman 
Charles  Hone,  have  been  adding  additional  laurels,  and,  as  will 
lie  seen  from  the  returns,  are  credited  with  a  formidable  number 
of  trout  already  taken  this  season.  It  is  reported  that  perch, 
jack,  and  roach  have  all  done  spawning,  but  with  what  result 
has  not  been  stated.  During  the  time  when  the  late  Mr.  Frank 
Buckland  was  on  the  committee  of  the  Thames  Angling  Preserva- 
tion Society,  through  his  influence  the  number  of  Her  Majesty's 
swans  were  much  reduced,  and  the  swans  on  the  river 
during  the  fence  months  have  always  been  a  source  of 
trouble  to  that  society.  The  condition  of  the  water  at 
the  present  time  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  when  I 
was  over  at  Kingston  and  Hampton  Court  the  other  day  the 
fishermen  told  me  they  had  several  clients  coming  down,  and  if 
anything  was  done  in  the  way  of  sport  I  should  soon  hear  from 
them.  There  is  a  misprint  in  the  Sportsman  of  "Wednesday, 
Major  Terry  being  credited  with  a  trout  of  flljlb.,  which  ought  to 
nave  been  5Jlb.,  and  that  will  be  easily  understood  by  the  angling 
readers,  although  I  have  been  asked  if  it  is  correct.  The  trout 
reason  is  fast  advancing,  and  the  general  body  of  anglers  will  be 
preparing  for  another  general  angling  season,  as  it  is  always 

|  desirable  to  look  over  last  year's  fishing  tackle  to  get  it  all  right 
for  another  campaign. — B. 
  (Datchet).— John  Keene  writes:  "The  wind  being  very 

I  oold  keeps  the  fish  down,  although  they  have  been  feeding  very 
well.    There  have  been  six  flsh  caught  in  the  Datchet  reach  from 

|  the  7th  to  the  11th  this  month,  the  smallest  2?,lb.,  and  the  largest 
71b.,-  making  nineteen  flsh  caught  in  the  reach  this  season." — B. 

- —  (Datchet).— Very  bad  weather  prevails  for  trout  fishing, 
and  the  water  continues  to  get  lowand  bright.   I  have  had  a  bit  of 

1  sport,  taking  four  flsh,  one  of  71b.  and  two  of  51b.  each,  and  one, 
141b.,  returned.   Mr.  Allen  caught  a  pretty  little  flsh  on  the  7th, 

i  8£lb;  j  and  I  saw  a  flsh  on  the  9th  caught  by  a  gentleman  with 

i  C.  Hone,  from  Staines. — G.  Lumsden. 

  (Kingston).— One  of  my  correspondents,  speaking 

I  generally  of  the  river,  says :  "  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  trout 
being  taken.'' — B. 
 (Staines).— Charles  Hone  writes :  11 1  have  six  more  fish 

I  to  report.   On  Fridav  in  last  week,  one  of  3£lb.,  and  a  small  one 

l  of  2jlb.,  which  was  returned;  another  day,  two  flsh,  one  of  41b., 
and  another  of  3 Jib. ;  and  two  this  morning  (Monday),  before 
breakfast,  both  being  returned,  making  nineteen  flsh  to  my  credit 
this  season,  and  seventeen  to  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm."— B. 

  'Windsor  District).  — Extraordinary  cold  winds  for 

time  of  year  have  prevailed  here,  and  can  hear  of  no  trout  being 

(  seen:  but  to  those  who  do^not  mind  the  cold,  trout  are  worth  try- 
ing for  if  you  know  their  whereabouts.  Lumsden,  of  Datchet, 
has  had  two  fish,  on*  of  which  I  weighed  yesterday,  it  went  just 
51b;  the  other  I  am  told,  was  the  same  weight.  A  beautiful  flsh 
was  broken  away  with  in  the  Windsor  weir  stream  by  a  youngster. 
That   game  and  beautiful   flsh,  the  perch,  has  undoubtedly 

!  increased  at  a  good  rate  since  the  fungoid  disease  epidemic  from 
which  they  suffered  som9  eight  to  ten  years  back.  Mr.  Sharratt, 
of  Surly  Hall  Hotel,  tells  me  there  are  quantities  of  young  ones  m 
and  around  the  pool  off  the  lawn,  and  he  recently  found  twenty- 
eight  in  one  eel  basket,  and  thirty  in  two  others  ;  of  course,  they 

1  were  liberated.  I  have  just  heard  from  Mr.  Campbell,  staying  at 
Foxford,  who  says  he  has  had  sixty-nine  trout,  weighing  flii4,lb— 

B.  B.  B A3f BRIDGE.  '  „ 

Ancholme  District.— The  Alder  fly  is  now  on,  but  in  small 
;  numbers.   Wind  continues  northerly  and  very  cold,  so  that  the 
rise  of  fly  is  very  limited.   A  basket  of  eighteen  nice  trout  was 
made  by  a  young  gentleman  on  a  local  water  a  few  days  ago.  A 
i  consignment  of  700  tench  of  2in.  to  7in.  went  into  the  Ancholme 
,  on  Tuesday,  and  in  addition  to  these  a  fine  lot  of  large  tench,  up 
to  about  2Jlb..  and  rudd  up  to  or  about  lib.  were  also  released. 
The  tench  and  rudd  were  heavy  with  spawn.   Former  lots  of 
tench  have  done  remarkably  well,  so  the  commissioners,  by 
advice  of  the  engineer,  are  adding  largely  to  the  stock.— Thomas 
Ford  (Caistor). 

Avon  (South  Brent).— Some  capital  takes  of  trout  have 
been  made  in  this  river  lately.  A  few  days  Bince  Mr.  J.  Anning 
secured  thirty  in  good  condition  from  the  private  waters.— 
Devonian".  .     .  „ 

Carey  (Ashwater).— Evening  Ashing  has  produced  fine 
sport  this  week,  baskets  varying  from  six  to  twelve  brace.  One 
rod  took  a  4-pounder  with  the  Black  Hawthorn,  which  is  killing 
just  now.— Devonian.  a     .  . 

Coin  (Pairford,  Gloucestershire).— The  rough  winds 
which  havo  prevailed  all  the  week  have  militated  very  much 
against  fly  fishing  and  but  few  rods  have  been  out.  The  river 
is  In  pood  order  for  trouting,  but  the  weeds  are  about  to  be  cut  so 
as  to  have  the  water  ready  for  the  May  Fly,  which  will  probably 
be  up  about  the  22nd  inst.,  and  be  well  on  by  about  the  2flth,  if 
not  earlier,  according  to  the  weather.  It  seems  to  come  up  earlier 
in  this  district  than  in  years  past,  when  from  June  3rd  to  7th  was 
always  considered  the  best  time.  Last  year  it  was  practically 
over  by  these  dates. — Pan. 

Devonshire  Streams.— The  rivers  generally  are  showing 
signs  of  improvement,  all  being  in  capital  ply  for  almost  the  first 
time  this  season  The  fly  fisherman  is  now  getting  a  chance  on 
those  streams  where  the  "  minnowers  "  have  had  all  the  sport 
during  the  spates.  The  Otter  appears  to  be  well  stocked  with 
trout,  and  is  affording  good  sport,  this  being  also  the  case  with 
the  Mid  Taw  and  Little  Dart.  The  northern  rivers,  too,  have 
provided  good  baskets,  the  flsh  being  in  fine  condition.  Mr.  P. 
Rude  took  thirty-four  near  Torrington,  in  a  tributary  of  the 
Torridge,  this  beiog  followed  by  another  basket  of  thirty-seven  a 
couple  of  days  later.  On  the  South  Devon  rivers  the  Pheasant 
Tail  and  Blue  Upright  have  been  killing,  whilst  the  Black  Midge, 
has  been  on  the  water.  Baskets  have  averaged  up  to  fifteen 
I  brace,  and  on  the  Dart  several  trout  have  b9en  creeled  over  the 
Jib  —Devonian.  .      .  ,    ,  , 

Eden  (Carlisle).— The  cold  ungenial  weather  of  the  last 
fortnight  has  almost  stopped  angling,  Only  the  hardy  ones  are 
facing  the  bitter  north  wind.  Mr.  Harrison  killed  a  salmon  above 
Armathwaite  on  April  2fl,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Dixon  a  small  one  just 
below  Armathwaite  tn  the  same  day.  Since  then  none  are 
reported.  Mr.  Joseph  Fox  had  sixteen  trout  b;low  Carlisle  on 
May  10,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Graham,  twenty-ei?ht,  at  Warwick  Hall, 
on  the  11th.  These  were  got  with  fly,  whereas  in  an  ordinary 
season  the  creeper  ought  at  this  time  to  be  the  lulling  bait, 
especially  as  the  Grannom  Fly  has  been  on  in  myriads.  There 
has  been  a  nice  steady  run  of  splendid  salmon  for  the  last  soven 
or  eight  days.  At  first  they  were  lovely  small  flsh.  apparently 
lato  springers,  now  they  are  getting  heavier,  and  look  like  the 
first  of  the  summer  migration.  Grilse  arc  not  showing  yet.  aid 
aea  trout  are  scarce.— Silvkk  Grey, 


Esk  (Whitby).— Since  my  last  report  heavy  showers  of  rain 
have  fallen  at  intervals,  but  this  has  not  materially  affected  the 
river,  which  still  runs  low  and  clear,  and  almost  entirely  prevents 
angling.  The  catches  to  hand  are :  Dr.  English,  fifteen  brace; 
Mr.  Wm.  Rhodes,  fourbraee.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Weather  has  taken  a  retrograde 
step  during  the  past  day  or  two,  the  temperature  at  present  being 
far  more  suitable  to  month  of  February  than  that  of  May.  This, 
roupled  with  a  heavy  water,  does  not  conduce  to  successful  fly 
flsbing.  trout  naturally  getting  a  plentiful  supply  of  bottom  food. 
A  few  decent  lots  have  been  had  on  worm  and  minnow  from 
Lower  Exe ;  and  trying  the  river  Otter  a  few  days  since,  I  scored 
four  brace,  but  none  of  any  size.  The  largest  salmon  taken  on 
rod  and  line  for  some  years  past  in  our  rivers  fell  to  Mr.  Baker's 
rod,  at  Salmon  Pool,  the  flsh  weighing  331b.  Unfortunately  it 
proved  to  be  a  back  fish.— Red  Palmer. 

Exe  (Devon). — The  season  up  to  the  present  has  been  an 
exceptionally  successful  one,  the  reason  for  this  being  that  flsh 
have  been  enabled  to  get  up  the  river  on  the  heavy  floods.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances,  however,  the  weirs  present  great 
difficulties  to  salmon,  <fec.  entering  the  stream.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  Exe  would  soon  be  in  the  front  rank  of  fishing 
rivers  if  some  improvements  could  be  effected  as  regards  the 
weirs.  Anglers  are  just  now  being  favoured  with  capital  sport, 
the  upper  waters  being  better  stocked  than  for  some  time  past, 
some  splendid  salmon,  pike,  and  trout  of  good  size  having  been 
taken. — Devonian. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  opportunities 
of  the  fly  fishermen  have  been  again  nullified  by  the  return  of 
cold,  and  snow  has  been  seen  in  places  since  the  week  began. 
This  is  becoming  serious,  for  insect  life  is  feeling  the  effects  of 
the  cold,  and  the  flsh  are  as  dead  in  the  deep  water  as  though  it 
were  Christmas.  Surely  we  shall  have  a  change  soon,  and  there 
will  be  some  sport.  Several  flies  are  about,  but  nothing  to  tempt 
the  flsh.  Only  bottom  fishing  will  be  of  any  use  while  the  cold 
lasts.— Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Fishermen  have  been  out  during  the 
week,  but  no  great  amount  of  luck  has  attended  their  efforts. 
The  lengths  below  Retford  have  had  some  attention,  but  only  a 
few  flsh  have  been  captured.  Dace  have  been  easier  to  take  than 
trout,  and  as  to  the  latter  only  bottom  flshiDg  has  been  of  use.  The 
same  remarks  apply  to  the  Ryton,  where  trout  fishing  should  be 
good.  Some  capital  flsh  are  in  the  water  about  Blyth.  Maggots 
are  about  the  only  bait  with  which  flsh  have  been  caught.  The 
weather  is  very  cold. — L. 

Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  Mr.  Edwards 
Holyhead,  Ashing  on  Friday  evening,  took  Ave  trout  in  a  short 
time ;  and  the  writer  had  six  (wading)  on  Saturday  morning, 
two  pounders.    The  north  wind  has  put  the  flsh  down. — H.  H. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (N.  Wales).— On  the  5th,  twenty  fish, 
weighing  131b.  were  taken :  Of  these  Mr.  O'Hanlon  took  eleven, 
weighing  71b. ;  and  Captr  Garnett,  nine,  weighing  6!b.  On  the 
6th,  thirty-two  flsh,  weighing  221b.  were  taken:  Mr.  O'Hanlon 
took  ten,  weighing  541b.;  Capt.  Garnett,  six,  weighing  411b. ; 
Major  Houghton-Hughan  and  Mr.  Charlton  took  five,  weighing 
3ilb. ;  Mr.  S.  Garnett,  four  flsh,  weighing  31b. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett, 
six  flsh,  weighing  4±lb. ;  Mr.  Stenning  took  eleven  nice  trout  out 
of  the  river.  On  the  7th,  fifty-one  fish,  weighing  341b.,  were 
taken  :  Capt.  Garnett  took  twelve,  weighing  71b. ;  Mr.  S.  Garnett 
six  flsh,  weighing  41b.;  Major  Houghton-Hughan  and  Mr. 
Charlton,  eleven  flsh,  weighing  81b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  O'Hanlon,  ten 
flsh,  weighing  5§lb.;  Capt.  Garnett,  eight  fish,  weighing  641b 
Messrs.  Rolt,  three  flsh,  weighing  '.'Jib.  On  the  8th,  twenty-one 
flsh,  weighing  tsflb.  were  taken  :  Of  these  Mr.  S.  Garnett  took 
seven,  weighing  .3Jlb. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett  took  six,  weighing 
41b  lOoz. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  three  fish,  2}lb. ;  Mr  Townshend,  three 
flsh,  21b. ;  and  Mr.  Stenning,  two  flsh,  141b.  On  the  10th,  twenty- 
nine  fish,  weighing  201b.  were  taken:  Capt.  Garnett  took  eleven 
flsh,  weighing  71b. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  four  flsh,  weighing  2|lb. ; 
Mr.  Stenning,  five  flsh,  3Jlb. ;  Capt.  Martin,  two  flsh,  ljlb. ; 
Mr  R.  L.  Garnett,  one  flsh,  Jib.  The  we  ither  during  the  past 
week  has  been  very  unfavourable,  it  has  been  very  cold,  and  has 
been  blowing  a  gale,  and  at  times  the  lake  has  been  too  rough  for 
the  boats.— Long  Drift. 

tea.— In  the  Lea  Valley,  since  I  last  wrote,  anglers  out  after 
the  trout  have  had  to  contend  against  bitterly  cold  winds,  and 
night  frosts  have  also  been  experienced,  and  flsh  as  a  result 
keeping  down  and  affording  little  sport.  The  cold  winds  have 
also  assisted  in  fining  down  the  water,  which  is  on  the  bright 
side  now,  though  fresh.  Notwithstanding  the  unseasonable 
weather,  however,  a  good  many  anglers  have  been  out  up  the  Lea 
during  the  week,  and  in  the  Forty  Guinea  water  at  Rye  House 
Mr.  Osment,  cf  the  CHssold  Angling  Society,  has  taken  a  trout  of 
21b.  !>oz.,  described  as  a  Loch  Leven.  Sport  has  been  very  dull  at 
Hoddesdon,  Broxbourne,  Ware,  and  St.  Margaret's,  but  some 
nice  trout  have  been  creeled  in  the  Hertford  district,  a  fine  fish  of 
(ilb.  being  landed  by  a  boy  named  Neale.  Mr.  Tebbuth,  this  week, 
has  taken  a  trout  of  41b.  loz.  there;  Mr.  Woolfe,  one  of  31b.  4oz. 
at  the  lock  ;  Mr.  King  has  creeled  a  '-'Jib.  fish,  another  angler  is 
credited  with  a  brace,  and  Mr.  B.  Hugman  has  killed  a  trout  of 
2£lb.  In  the  new  waters  of  the  Hertford  Angling  Association 
Mr.  Brown,  with  the  fly,  has  taken  a  2!b.  flsh.  There  are  several 
nice  trout  in  the  "Ware  district.  The  eels  continue  to  attract  the 
attention  of  anglers,  and  early  in  the  week  they  were  taken  up  to 
2Jlb.  in  the  Rye  House  waters.  Trout  Ashing  on  the  Beane  is 
reported  quiet,  the  N.W.  wind  hiving  been  all  against  sport.— 
Matthews. 

Leach  (Gloucestershire).— A  lot  of  anglers  have  been  out 
on  this  prettv  trout  stream,  and  some  have  had  fair  f  port.  Saw 
one  2-pounder  creeled.  Best  flies  :  Sherry  Spinner,  Olive  and  Red 
Q  il  l,  and  Alder.— L. 

Xmgg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  now  in  good  order  for  fishing,  being  a  nice  level  and  colour. 
Angling  has  been  rather  slow  this  week,  owing  to  the  cold  north- 
east winds  that  have  prevailed,  and  few  anglers  have  been  out. 
The  flsh  have  sported  fairly  well  at  the  fly.  The  flies  used  are 
the  Blue  Dun,  Stone  Fly,  Iron  Blue,  Wickham's  Fancy,  Little 
Brown,  and  Cowdung.  A  few  good  flsh  have  been  landed,  and 
ir  the  weather  will  tike  up  some  good  sport  will  be  had  — 

QWYNNK.  .  _. 

Lugg,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kingsland).— Rivers  are 
in  capital  trim,  yet  sport  is  not  as  good  as  could  be  desired,  on 
account  of  the  cold  weather  we  are  getting.  Wind  for  the  most 
part  from  the  north,  and  this  (Wednesday)  moining  we  had  a 
heavy  snowstorm,  finishing  up  with  hail.  As  quickly  as  warm, 
seasonable  weather  ensues,  good  sport  may  with  confidence  be 
anticipated.  Best  flies  Bhould  be  Alder,  Yellow  Dun,  Rusty  Blue, 
Grey  and  Brown  Spinners,  Iron  Blue,  and  Ilirdy  Brown. 
Minnowflshing  should  now  be  good.—  R.  T.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Tycroes,  Anglesey).—  Somcgood baskets, 
averaging  ;ib.  a  flsh,  have  been  taken  by  visitors  and  one  or  two 
local  anglers.  The  March  Brown,  Coeh-y-bondhu,  and  Alder  arc 
on  the  water,  and  a  change  of  wind  will  bring  a  good  rise  of  the 
flsh.— W.  H. 

North  Staffordshire  Bivers.  -  The  intensely  0  .Id  winds 
have  prevented  many  anglers  from  going  to  the  waters,  and  have 
interfered  very  much  with  the  sport  obtained  by  those  who 
ventured  forth  to  flsh  If  genial  weather  would  conn  in  we 
should  soon  have  enjoyable  flshiDg.  Streams  are  in  nice  order 
for  fly  work,  but  flsh  are  reluctant  to  come  out  to  feed  ;  and,  in 
fact,  the  Kupply  of  natural  fly  is  but  limited.  A  few  Duns  appear 
on  the  brightest  days,  of  a  dark  olive  colour,  generally  to  be 
blown  off  the  water  aB  Boon  as  tliey  begin  to  try  their  wing, 
hardly  affording  an  opportunity  to  the  llsli  to  have  a  go  at  them. 


What  few  flsh  have  bsen  taken  came  to  female  March  BrowD, 
Wickham,  and  Red  Caterpillar. — F.  W.  DALE.      .    ,     .  . 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).—  The  river  is  beginning  to 
run  low.  Copious  rise  of  fly  every  day,  chiefly  Duns,  yellow  and 
olive.  Some  fine  catches  have  been  made  during  the  last  six  dayp. 
Last  Monday,  10th  inst.,  one  rod  took  nine  trout,  scaling  i lb.  ( 
reporter  killed  one  on  Saturday,  8th,  of  lib.  4oz.  At  sea,  pollaek 
are  showing  pretty  sport. — Heron. 

Otter  (Honiton).— River  in  capital  trim,  and  hsh  are  plenti- 
ful The  artificial  minnow  has  proved  attractive,  and  a  quantity 
of  trout  have  been  landed.  There  is  now  a  better  chance  with  tte 
fly.— Devonian. 

Plymouth.— The  rivers  are  running  down  finer,  but  there  is 
still  plenty  of  water.  Some  nice  dishes  have  been  taken  on  the 
Dart,  and  a  friend  of  mine  has  had  a  few  peal  on  the  Tavy.  I  was 
out  on  some  private  water  last  Wednesday  for  a  few  hour.?,  but 
it  was  too  windy  to  keep  the  line  on  the  water,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  give  it  up.  I  notice  this  year  that  the  trout  on  an  average  are 
larger.  This  may  in  some  way  be  accounted  for  by  the  very  poor 
season  last  year.  All  kinds  of  sea  flshiog  are  improving.  Mackerel 
are  coming  inside,  and  have  been  caught  on  the  spinner,  and 
pollack  are  settling  down  at  their  various  haunts.  Some  nice 
ones  particularly  have  been  taken  near  the  east  end  of  the  break- 
water. Mullet  are  on  the  feed  just  now,  and  great  quantities  are 
being  taken  at  the  Great  Western  Docks  and  Millbay.— W. 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.).  •  „  , 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— Cold  northerly  winds  have  pre* 
vailed  of  late,  and  some  snow  has  fallen,  so  that,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  fly  fishers  have  not  been  out  in  force.  In  fact, 
little  or  nothing  has  been  done  with  the  fly  since  the  opening  ol 
the  season.  The  water  is  in  good  order,  and  sport  with  the  worm 
and  minnow  has  been  fair. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat*  and  Cain  (Llanymynech).^ 
The  weather  still  continnes  very  unfavourable  for  angling,  as,  in 
addition  to  a  very  cold  wind,  all  these  streams  are  now  very  low 
owing  to  want  of  rain,  and  the  water  is  consequently  very  bright, 
and  very  little  sport  has  been  the  rule,  espacially  on  the  Vyrnwy, 
Tanat  and  Cain.  On  the  Severn,  the  water  in  which  is  in  no  better 
condition,  some  fair  sport  is  still  enjoyed  by  spinning  with  the 
natural  and  artificial  minnow;  but  what  is  at  present  greatly 
needed  is  more  rain,  and  with  it  an  increase  in  the  temperature 
would  be  warmly  welcomed  by  anglers  in  this  neighbourhood. 
•— Vyrnwy.  ... 

Sussex  Streams  and  Bivers.-The  cold  winds  have 
considerably  checked  trouting  in  this  district.  A  few  fish  have 
been  taken  from  the  western  streams  with  minnow,  but  more  hsh 
have  been  taken  by  worming  the  culverts  under  the  roadways 
than  by  legitimate  sport.  One  wormist  prides  himself  on  having 
taken  over  801b.  of  trout  last  season  by  this  method.  Neithei 
weather  or  tides  have  been  favourable  this  week  for  harbour 
fishing.  On  the  16th  it  is  high  water  at  Chichester  Harbour  at 
10.40,  when  with  favouiable  weather  good  sport  among  the  smelt 
may  b9  anticipated.— George  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— Very  little  sport 
during  the  past  week  owing  to  the  very  low  state  of  the  water.  A 
good  heavy  rainfall  much  needed. — H. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  still  con; 
tinuing  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for 
fishing.  The  weather  has  been  fine,  but  very  cold,  and  north-east 
winds  have  been  blowing,  and  snow  fell  on  Wednesday  mornmg 
and  covered  the  hills.  Anglers  have  not  been  out  in  great 
numbers,  owing  to  the  wind.  The  fish  have  been  moving  fairly 
wel.  at  the  fly,  and  some  very  nice  lots  have  been  landed,  the 
flies  chiefly  used  are  the  March  Brown,  Blue  Dun,  Red  Spinner, 
Cowdung,  Olive  Dun,  Iron  Blue,  and  Wickham's  Fancy.  Bottom 
fishers  have  tried  worm  wiih  fair  success,  but  there  are  sigos  ot 
the  ciddow  moving  on  the  bottom,  and  with  warm  weath-r  we 
should  have  them  up,  and  eport  would  be  good.  In  the  Meventon 
water,  on  Monday,  some  very  nice  sized  trout  were  taken  with  tne 
Blue  Dun  and  Wiekham.  In  the  Ludford  water  fair  sport  has 
been  had.  With  worm,  under  Ludford  Bridge,  some  nice  trout 
were  taken  on  Tuesday  — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  pait  the  water  is  running  a  mca 
height  and  clear,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  fine,  but  cold  east  winds  have  been  blowiDg,  and  snow  was 
had  on  Tuesday  night,  and  angling  has  not  been  so  brisk  as  it 
would  have  been  had  the  weather  been  warmer.  A  few  rocs 
have  been  out  and  used  fly,  and  the  flsh  have  been  movn  g 
steadily,  and  a  few  good  lots  taken.  With  fine  weather  thero 
should  be  some  good  sport  had  in  this  part. —WORCESTER. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire). -Water 
here  is  in  good  order  for  trouting,  and  several  anglers  haye  been 
out  with  sport.  Amongst  these  have  been  Messrs.  Barthol, 
Ingram,  Powell,  Morgan,  Jessop,  Marshall,  and  others.  Irout  rise 
about  11.3<>,3p.ni ,  and  5. 30  p  m.  Best  flies:  Blue  l-pnght,  Sherry 
Spinner,  Olive  Quill,  Red  Quill,  Hare's  Lug,  Black  Hawthorn,  and 
Ogden's  Fancy. — Pan.  ,  ,  , 

Upper  Tamar.— Catches,  of  trout  have  not  exceeded  two 
dozen,  the  flsh  not  rising  well  after  the  rain, 
killing,  one  rod  getting  fourteen  with  it, 
Spinner  being  also  favourites.— Devonian.  . . 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  (Lincolnshire).— \  cry 
little  has  yet  been  done  amongst  the  trout.  Scarcely  had  last 
week's  letter  reached  you  than  another  change  for  the  worst  sat 
in,  and  there  was  not  only  cold  winds,  but  this  week  there  lias 
been  snow  and  sleet  in  the  wind,  which  have  sent,  the  flsh  to  the 
holes  and  the  flies  to  sleep  There  are  several  flies  coming  about 
now,  and  if  only  the  weather  was  warmer  sportsmen  would  be 
doiDg  fairly  well.  Cowdung  fly  is  out  rvetty  well,  and  it  is  time 
fortheAder  and  Hawthorn  flies.  Farmers  are  complaining  ot 
want  of  sunslim. — Loci.  . 

Wye  Builth  Wells).— Weather  during  the  past  week  very 
unfavourable  for  angling,  and  sport  on  the  whole  very  indifferent. 
I  f  aw  a  fine  salmon  Mrs.  C.  Woosnam  caught  in  the  Neith 
waters  on  Monday  last.  Trouting  will  improve  as  the  weather 
gets  warmer.  Best  flies:  March  Brown,  Alder,  and  Iron  Blue. 
Dun.— W.  B  Roherts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk.— Cold  weather  still  prevails  in  Eskdale  and 
Liddlesdale,  and  flsh,  with  the  exception  of  yellow  trout,  are  shy. 
The  Liddle  Hermitage,  Evtes,  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Esk, 
including  the  Tarras,  ar»  affording  good  sport  with  yellow  trout, 
otherwise  burn  trout,  which  specieB  of  flsh  is  fairly  numerous 
and  well  up  to  the  average  of  former  years.  Sea  trout  aro 
running,  but  only  an  odd  one  has  been  caught.  Mr.  Lamb  got 
one  in  Gouie  pool,  below  Langholm,  weighing  lib.;  Mr.  I. 
Johnstone  had  also  a  small  ono  in  Langholm  wat?r;  Mr.  Thos. 
Irving  killed  two  dozen  yellow  trout  at  a  Ashing  in  the  upper 
reaches  ;  Mr.  W.  Benttie  creeled  three  dozen  at  a  Ashing  with  the 
fly  in  the  mid  reaches,  and  subsequently  two  dozen.  Several 
anglers  have  had  good  takes  of  yellow  trout  in  the  mid  reaches. 
Mr  A.  Irving  haB  made  fair  baskets  in  the  Double  water,  and 
had  a  grand  run  with  a  salmon,  which  ultimately  got  away. 
Weather  still  c old.— G.  . 

Breadalbane  Arms  Hotel  (Abjrfeldy).— Mr.  Sturroek, 
fishing  the  Tay,  caught  twenty-Mx  tiotit,  weighing  lSjlb.  Hie 
Rev.  T.  J.  Yarde  fished  Looh-na- Craig  on  the  7th,  and  got  a  nice 
basket  of  trout,  weighing  31b  —Alex.  Nicol. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Aidgay,  N  B.).— The  weather 
has  been  most  unfavourible  for  angling;  nevertheless,  the 
following  sport  has  been  got:  On  4th  inst.,  Mr.  Geo.  Boss, 
Uraelangwell  Lodge,  caught  an  Sib.  Balinon  on  Mr.  A.  L.  Payne  « 


Tin  Hawthorn  is 
the  Stone  and  Red 


342 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[May  15,  1897 


rod.  On  5th,  Mr.  H.  T.  Coupland,  Cresswell-gardena,  Kensington, 
wub  out  from  Balnagown  Aitob  Hotel,  and  landed  three  salmon, 
of  7Jlb.,  81b.,  and  841b.,  on  Qruinards  water;  and  Mrs.  Coupland, 
two  of  111b.  and  121b.  On  Braelangwell  water,  Mr.  Georgo  Boss 
naught  two,  weighing  111b.  each.  On  Gth,  Mr.  Coupland,  on 
Qruinards  water,  had  two  of  "Mb.  and  81b.;  and  Mr.  George 
lloss,  three,  111b.,  UN).,  and  141b.,  on  Braelangwell.  On  7th,  Mrs. 
Coupland  hooked  a  flsh  on  Uarden  Pool,  and  after  a  battle  of  two 
hours  and  three-quarters  brought  it  to  bink.  It  was  a  fresh  run 
beauty  of  231b..  measuring  38in.  in  length  by  21in.  in  girth.  Being 
faultless  in  symmetry,  a  model  is  being  taken  of  it  by  a  London 
firm.  Mrs.  Coupland  got  another  flsh  of  8$lb.,  and  Mr.  Coupland 
one  of  lOJlb.  On  8th,  Mr.  Gregory,  Balnagown  Arms,  landed 
three  salmon,  Gib.,  'Jib.,  9lb.,on  Braelangwell  water;  and  Mr. 
Coupland,  three,  71b.,  81b.,  and  101b  ,  on  Gruinards  water.  On 
Monday,  this  week,  Mrs.  Coupland  grassed  a  10-pnunder;  and  on 
Braelangwell  water,  Mr.  Gregory  caught  four  salmon,  averaging 
about  8jlb.  each ;  and  Capt.  Green,  one  salmon.  Tuesday  very 
stormy. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— This  week  commenced  with  exceed- 
ingly stormy  weather.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  there  was  a 
severe  gale  from  the  north,  accompanied  with  showers  of  snow 
and  bail.  There  was  a  high  sea  running,  which  kept  the  cobbles 
in  the  harbour  on  Tuesday,  and  the  nets  received  a  shaking.  The 
net  fishermen  killed  no  flsh  In  the  river  on  Monday,  but  on  Tuesday 
the  river  rose  a  little,  and  they  caught  a  few.  For  the  week  the 
entire  catch  from  the  river  and  coast  waB  three  boxes,  Ave  less 
than  that  of  the  corresponding  week  last  year.  The  first  grilse 
for  the  season  in  this  district  was  got  in  a  net  at  the  entrance  to 
the  river  towards  the  end  of  last  week.  It  was  a  fine  specimen, 
and  weighed  3Jlb.  Grilse  appeared  a  fortnight  earlier  last 
season. — H.  W. 

Xnveran  (Sutherland,  N.B.).— During  the  past  week  the 
following  flsh  were  landed  on  the  Shin  by  anglers  from  Suther- 
land Arms  Hotel :  On  Monday,  Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michel- 
grove,  Sussex,  caught  an  81b.  salmon  on  Cruive's  Pool.  Owing  to 
cold,  boisterous  weather,  the  rest  of  the  week  was  blank  until 
Friday,  when  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie,  Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devon- 
shire, landed  a  nine-pounder  on  Clarag ;  and  Sir  John  Shelley, 
one,  of  81b.,  on  Cromarty.  On  Saturday,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie 
caught  a  lfilb.  salmon  on  Bridge  Pool;  and  Sir  John  Shelley, 
one,  weighing  211b.,  on  Fir  Dam,— B. 

Kyle  of  Sutherland  (Invershin,  N.B.).—  The  net  fish- 
ings are  improving,  but  on  account  of  adverse  weather  sea  trout 
angling  has  fallen  off ;  nevertheless,  some  nice  trout  have  been 
got  w  ith  the  rod  during  the  past  week.  On  Saturday,  ex-Provost 
MacLeay,  Dingwall,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie,  C'onon,  were  out  from 
Station  Hotel,  and  made  a  fair  basket  of  well-conditioned  sea 
trout— B. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).  —  Were  it  not  for  club  fixtures 
angliDg  on  Lochleven  would  not  be  prosecuted  at  present.  The 
weather,  instead  of  showing  signs  of  improvement  as  the  season 
advances,  has  become  colder  and  more  unfavourable.  StroDg 
winds  have  prevailed  from  the  south-west,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  it  has  veered  into  the  north.  Hail  showers  are  of  almost 
daily  occurrence,  and  scarcely  a  fln  bas  been  seen  on  the  surface. 
On  Tuesday,  only  two  anglers  of  ten  forward,  who  took  part  in  a 
competition,  killed  flsh.  Other  clubs  have  been  equally  unsuccess- 
ful. The  fishing  here  at  this  season  is  the  worst  on  record,  while 
the  trout  caught  ate  very  small,  barely  averaging  Jib. — Bobert 
Laino. 

Lyon  (Fortingall).— Gentlemen  fishing  from  the  Fortingall 
had  the  following  sport  i  4th,  Mr.  Pike,  ten  good  trout ;  Mr. 
Longworth,  eleven  good  trout.  5th,  Mr.  Longworth,  a  basket 
of  131b. ;  Mr.  Pike,  a  basket  of  101b.  6th,  Mr.  J.  B.  H.  Stewart 
had  ten  nice  trout ;  Mr.  Longworth,  nine ;  Mr.  Pike,  six.  7th, 
Mr.  Pike  had  eight;  Mr.  Longworth,  six.  8th,  Mr.  Longworth  a 
basket,  101b. ;  Mr.  Pike  a  basket  of  111b. — J.  B.  MACPHAIL. 

Naver(Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— Weather  most  un- 
seasonable. Strong  gales  accompanied  by  showers  of  snow  or  sleet. 
On  Monday  week  three  salmon  were  caught  on  Beat  No.  1  by  Mrs. 
Stibbard,  Syre  Lodge ;  two  on  No.  4  by  Colonel  Lane,  Dalvina 
Lodge ;  and  one  on  No.  3  by  Mr.  Earle  Drax,  Skilpick  Lodge. 
On  Tuesday  the  only  flsh  caught  was  by  Mrs.  Stibbard  on  No.  1, 
it  weighed  151b.  On  Wednesday  the  same  lady  landed  two  salmon 
on  No.  3;  Mr.  Stibbard,  one  on  No.  2;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnls, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  one  on  No.  1.  On  Thursday,  Colonel  Lane  got 
one  salmon  on  No.  1;  Major  Burnell  Milnis,  two,  on  No.  2;  and 
Mr.  Stibbard,  one  on  No.  3.  On  Friday,  Major  Burnell  Milnis 
caught  two  salmon  on  No.  3 ;  Mr.  Stibbard,  one  on  No.  4 ;  Colonel 
Lane  one  on  No.  2;  and  Mr.  Earle  Drax,  one  on  No.  1.  On 
Saturday,  Mr.  Stibbard  had  one  salmon  on  No.  1,  and  Major 
Burnell  Milnis  four  on  No  2.  The  net  fishings  commenced  last 
week  at  the  mouth  of  the  Naver  and  Borgie  rivers;  one  boat  on 
the  former  secured  about  twenty  salmon.  Netting  on  Saturdays 
is  to  be  abolished. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland. — Anglers  were  literally  driven 
off  the  water  on  Monday  by  one  of  the  fiercest  snowstorms 
experienced  for  many  a  long  day,  and  on  Tuesday  matters  were 
not  much  better.  The  ground  has  been  whitened  with  sn>w  and 
hail  about  twice  every  day  since  Friday.  ^Considering  the  con- 
ditions, the  amount  of  sport  on  the  whole"  Iish  teen  exceedingly 
gratifying.  On  the  upper  waters  at  Braemar  fish  are  being  got 
more  freely.  Here  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  and  Capt.  Fitzwilliam 
landed  one  on  Friday,  six  on  Saturday,  and  one  on  Monday,  In 
addition  to  six  got  on  the  two  previous  days,  all  ranging  from 
(Jib.  to  81b.  On  the  Balmoral  reaches,  Her  Majesty's  keepers 
are  having  several  flsh  daily  of  average  size.  On  the  Ballater 
waters  reports  are  not  very  promising,  bnt  a  few  flsh  are  being 
got  on  the  Cambus  O'May,  Dinnet,  and  Morven  waters,  while  Sir 
William  Cunliffe  Brooks  and  friends  are  having  very  good  sport 
on  the  Glentana  reaches.  On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters,  Mr. 
Leathern  had  five  flsh,  from  Gib.  to  81b. ;  Capt.  McNeal,  one,  81b. ; 
and  Mr.  McHardy,  one,  61b.  During  April  some  ninety  fish  were 
got  on  this  water  by  rods  staying  at  the  hotel— a  record  for  that 
month  seldom  seen  in  these  parts.  On  the  Castle  waters  the 
Marquis  of  Huntly  and  party  have  had  an  extra  good  season. 
On  the  Kincardine  reaches  sport  continues  good.  Here  Mr. 
"W.  S.  Campbell  had  two  on  Dess,  71b.  and  181b.;  Col.  E.  J. 
Fryer,  two  on  the  Lodge  water,  91b.  and  121b. ;  Mr. 
0.  M.  Swire,  threo  on  Borrowstote  water,  71b.,  81b., 
and  111b.;  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Neal,  two,  Gib.  and  81b.  On  the 
Ballogie  section,  Mr.  Edward  Drummond  creeled  thirteen 
ilsh  for  the  week,  from  Gib.  to  121b. ;  while  John  Mortimer,  on  the 
Woodend  water,  had  fifteen,  from  Gib.  to  lGlb. :  and  Mr.  Chas. 
Grahame,  Aberdeen,  two, of  71b.  and  131b.  On  Kincardine  water, 
Mrs.  Pickering  lam-ed  one,  10ib. ;  and  Mr.  Eamond,  one,  91b.  On 
the  Carlogic  section,  W.  J.  0.  Halsam  had  Hire's,  7lb.,  71b.,  and 
Hlb. ;  and  Mr.  G.  M.  Kelson,  live,  from  G.b.  to  81b.  On  the  Sluie 
water,  the  keeper  had  one,  81b.  On  the  Blackhall  Castle  waters, 
the  Cairnton  and  Durris  sections,  fair  creels  have  been  made, 
on  the  Park  water,  Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  creeled 
live  flsh  to  his  own  rod  one  day  last  week,  from  71b.  to  181b, ; 
while  a  good  few  flsh  have  been  got  on  the  adjoining  sections,  both 
above  and  below.  On  the  Don  some  excellent  baskets  of  trout 
are  beiog  made  when  the  weather  is  at  all  favourable.  Two 
anglers  on  the  Monymusk  section  had  over  301b.  between  them  in 
a  few  hours  on  Friday  last.  On  the  Y than  tidal  angling  has  been 
suspended  on  account  of  the  smolt  migration,  but  on  the  Ellon 
Cast  e  water  and  on  Lord  Aberdeen's  section  sport  has  been  very 
good  indeed.  A  run  of  heavy  Balmon  is  nresently  being 
experienced  on  the  east  coast,  which  will  be  to  the  advantage  oi 
the  angler  later  on.  The  average  is  over  171b.,  but  on  Mr.  Bobert 
Clerk'B  Dee  fishings  sixteen  flsh  were  got  on  Monday  last,  all  over 


201b..  and  one  scaled  the  magnificent  weight  of  40 Jib.  Grilse  are 
coming  away  freely,  and  a  good  few  have  been  got  on  the  river 
netting  stations,  but  none  as  yet  to  the  rod. — G.  M. 

Orchy  (Dallnally).— On  Friday  last  Capt.  Baldwin  killed 
three  salmon,  of  111b.,  y.Ub.,  and  81b.,  on  the  hotel  wter. 

Oykell  (Oykellbridge,  via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Fishing  from 
Balnagown  Arms  hotel  on  Monday  week,  Mr.  F.  Dudley  Lee- 
Smith  caught  a  salmon  weighing  7£lb. ;  on  4th,  the  same  angler 
landed  an  8-pounder;  and  on  5th,  one  of  8Jlb.  On  Gth,  an  8  b. 
salmon  was  caught  by  Mr.  Godson.  The  Einig  tributary  of  the 
Oykell  was  fished  by  hotel  anglers  last  week,  and  yielded  four 
salmon  ranging  from  81b.  to  lojlb.  in  weight. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — The  promise  of  more  genial  weather 
brought  by  the  rain  of  Saturday  morning  speedily  proved 
deceptive.  Over  the  Border  district  this  week  we  have  had  a 
succession  of  cold,  withering  winds,  with  a  fall  of  hail  on  Monday, 
and  snow  in  Upper  Annandale  on  Tuesday.  The  Border  Esk  is 
practically  affording  no  sport  whatever  just  now,  and  the  reports 
from  the  other  rivers  are  also  of  little  account.  Salmon  are  at 
present  scarce  in  the  Solway  nets.  Sea  trout  are  running  from  lib. 
to  2|lb.  each.  The  following  is  a  note  on  the  different  rivers  :  Thb 
Annan.— This  river  is  in  fair  order  for  trout,  but  the  cold  north- 
west winds  are  against  sport.  On  Mount  Annan  private  water 
Mr.  Thorburn  killed  a  clean  run  salmon  of  7Jlb.  on  Friday,  whilst 
fishing  for  yellow  trout,  with  a  10ft.  single-handed  rod.  Two  rods 
were  reported  as  having  killed  salmon  last  week.  In  the  lower 
Warmanbie  a  large  number  of  kelt  salmon  are  still  in  the  pools, 
a  most  unusual  thing  at  this  time  of  year.  I  am  told  that 
many  of  the  kelts  are  so  well  filled  up  and  mended  that  it  is  a 
difficult  matter  to  distinguish  them  from  the  new  ilsh.  There  is  a 
strong  suspicion  that  a  number  of  old  kelts  have  done  duty  for 
"  spring  fish  "  on  some  of  the  waters  this  season,  The  Nith.— 
A  number  of  rods  have  been  out  fishing  yellow  trout.  In  the 
upper  waters  up  to  a  dozen  have  been  caught  in  the  Dunscore 
district.  The  Galloway  Bivers.— Very  poor  sport  is  reported 
from  the  waters  of  this  district,  and  no  improvement  is  expected 
until  after  a  heavy  fall  of  rain  and  a  change  of  wind  to  the  south. 
Ayrshire  Lochs. — The  number  of  rods  out  in  the  boats  and 
from  the  shore  on  the  lochs  have  not  been  so  numerous.  On 
Loch  Doon,  Mr.  Macdonald,  on  Friday,  killed  twenty-four  yellow 
trout.  Several  other  rods  have  had  from  half  a  dozen  to  a  dozen 
each.— Heatherbell. 

Spey  —  Owing  to  the  stormy  nature  of  the  weather  little  has 
been  done  by  anglers.  On  the  WeBter  Elchies  water,  Sir  "Wm. 
Green,  of  Lynnburn,  killed  a  salmon  of  lOilb. ;  and  Mr.  Few, 
Viewfleld  Villa,  one,  of  101b. ;  while  from  the  Laggan  water,  two, 
of  61b.  and  71b.,  were  landed.  From  the  Carron  water,  on  Friday, 
Mr.  Cruickshank,  the  veteran  fisherman,  landed  a  beauty  of  351b. 
Mr.  Boosey.  from  the  Craigellachie  Hotel,  fishing  on  theAberlour 
House  water,  killed  one  of  91b.  j  from  the  same  water,  Mr.  Graves, 
killed  one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Mc  Diannid,  one,  of  71b.  On  the 
Knockando  House  water,  Mr.  Hanky  killed  one  of  SJlb.— J.  M. 

Tweed  and  Teviot.— The  past  week  has  been  marked  by 
cold,  dreary,  and  most  uncongenial  weather,  and  the  sport  got 
with  the  yellow  trout  has  been  most  meagre.  On  several  of  the 
fastnesses  on  the  Tweed  salmon  angling  has  proved  better  than 
expected,  especially  on  the  Birgham  and  Carbarn  waters  (Lord 
Home's).  At  present  the  volume  of  water  in  both  streams  is 
very  low,  and  they  are  just  as  near  as  can  be  at  their  summer 
level.  On  the  Floors  CaBtle  upper  water,  Mr.  C.  J.  Nix,  London, 
had  a  fish  of  5§lb.  ;  Mr.  James' Steel,  a  clean  run  salmon  of 
91b.  On  Monday,  at  the  junction  of  Tweed  and  Teviot,  Mr.  John 
Steel  killed  a  pike  of  51b.  Just  below  Kelso  a  salmon  of  6Hb. 
was  killed,  and  on  another  water  adjoining  one  of  71b.  was  got. 
On  the  Teviot,  on  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Hogarth  had  a  clean  run  flsh  of 
Gib.  On  May  3,  on  the  Birgham  and  Carham  waters,  Mr.  Brown 
killed  three  salmon,  of  71b.,  71b.,  and  6Jlb.  On  the  4th, 
Lord  Dunglass  had  alEO  three,  of  641b.,  71b.,  and  7£lb.,  - 
and  landed  a  kelt.  On  the  5th,  Mr.  Brown  killed  one  of 
6JU). ;  and  on  the  same  date  Lord  Dunglass  had  two  of  81b.  each; 
on  the  6th,  Mr.  Brown  got  two,  weighing  81b.  and  131b. ;  and  on 
the  7th,  one,  71b.,  while  Lord  Dunglass  killed  one  of  54H). ;  on 
the  8ih,  his  lordship  got  a  71b.  flsh ;  while  Mr.  Brown  had  three,  of 
91b.,  81b.,  and  111b.;  on  the  10th,  the  same  angler  had  three,  of 
5Jlb.,  81b.,  and  Gib. ;  while  Lord  Gillford  had  one,  51b.;  on  the 
same  date,  Lord  Dunglass  killed  a  kipp9r  grilse,  lost  two  other 
flsh,  and  rose  several,  but  failed  to  hook  any  of  them.  No 
fishing  has  taken  place  on  Ednam  House  water,  and  nothing  has 
been  done  on  the  Hendersyde  or  Sprouston  waters.  On  the 
Tweed  to-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  McLennan,  Edinburgh,  had  61b. 
of  trout,  and  Mr.  John  Gilbson,  41b. ;  Mr.  C.  Farquharson  has 
had  51b.  ;  Mr.  G.  Bobson,  41b. ;  and  J.  Thompson,  4Jlb.  On  the 
Whitadder,  some  grand  takes  of  trout  have  been  got.  The 
Duns  Merchants'  Club  held  their  competition  on  this  river,  and 
on  the  Fasney  on  Wednesday,  and  the  baskets  ranged  from  Silb. 
down  to  1  Jib.  The  old  Ellem  Club  held  their  sixty-eighth  annual 
competition  on  the  Whitadder  on  Friday.  The  Grantshouse 
Fishing  Club  held  their  annual  competition  on  the  Eye  and  the 
Whitadder.  The  Berwick  and  Distriot  Border  Club  held  their 
competition  on  the  Whitadder  on  Thursday,  when  seventeen 
rods  were  out. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).— The  river  is  In 
beautiful  order — both  for  volume  and  oolour— but  flsh  are  sulking, 
and  do  not  rise  at  all  freely,  the  cold  winds  and  frosty  nights 
being  responsible  in  a  measure  for  this.  I  have  heard  of  only 
soma  trout  killed  latterly  — J.  A.  B. 

BundroweSi— Since  last  report  there  has  been  nothing  In  this 
locality  but  storm  and  hard  north-west  wind,  accompanied  at 
intervals  with  heavy  showers  of  sleet  and  hail,  and  very  little 
fishing  was  done  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  J.  M.  landed  one 
salmon,  weighing  91b.,  on  7th  inst. — M.  EOGAN  and  Sons. 

Lough  Melvin.— On  this  lake  Mr.  H.  G.  took  one  salmon,  of 
131b.,  and  fifteen  trout,  on  8th  inst.  The  anglers  staying  at 
Scott's  Hotel  took  a  few  salmon  from  0th  to  9th  inst ,  but  could 
not  flsh  successfully  owing  to  the  harsh  wind  which  prevailed. 
At  time  of  writing  the  weather  is  moderate,  but  very  cold. — M. 
Booan  and  Sons. 

Erne.— Mr.  W.  A.  H.  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Davies  took  some  trout 
on  this  river  from  10th  to  11th  inst.,  from  }lb.  to  21b.  each.  Local 
anglers  took  a  few  trout,  from  lib.  to  Hlb.  each.— M.  Eooan 
and  Sons. 

Bush  (Bushmills).— The  Bush  went  out  of  order  last  week 
after  tbe  floods,  and  not  much  was  done  since.  On  the  Agivey 
tributary  some  trout  were  killed. — J.  A.  B. 

Coppal  Lake.— Grand  sport  has  been  had  at  brown  trout,  but 
no  white  or  sea  trout  have  as  yet  been  taken  by  ansrlers  on  this 
water.— T.  J.  D. 

Corrib  (oo.  Galway).— The  Corrib  was  knockod  out  by 
order  last  week  by  another  rainstorm,  and  very  little  was  done 
since  my  last  report.— J.  A.  B. 

Oalway  Bivers.— The  Clare  and  Spiddal  rivors  are  In 
pretty  good  order,  and  on  the  former  Mr.  Gardner  had  several 
nice  salmon  up  to  121b,,  and  some  others  had  good  bags  of  trout. 

— J.  A.  J!. 

Inny  (oo.  Kerry).— Sport  at  brown  trout  continues  good, 
but  no  sei  trout  have  yet  been  got  by  anglers,  though  tho  latter 
flsh  have  been  running  for  tho  past  fortnight  or  so.  Only  a 
limited  number  have  as  yet  put  In  an  appearance.  This  water  is 
now  getting  low,  and  if  the  present  dry  woather  continues  it  will 
soon  be  too  low  even  for  brown  trout  angling.  Salmon  and  grilse 
are  now  numerous  in  the  tidal  section,  but  they  will  not  push  up 
until  some  rain  causes  a  fresh.—  T.  J.  D. 


Killarney.— Salmon  fishing  is  improving  on  all  the  waters  in 

this  district,  notably  on  the  Maine,  Flesk,  and  Laune,  all  of  which 
waters  yielded  some  Balmon  last  week.  Nothing  of  importance  in 
the  line  of  salmon  has  been  done  on  the  lakes,  but  the  brown 
trout  fishing  has  been  good— both  among  professional  fishermen 
and  amateurs.  On  Lough  Quittane,  a  local  amateur  caught  in 
five  hours  four  dozen  brown  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (co.  Cork).— The  river  has  fallen  considerably  during 
the  past  week  ;  a  day's  rain  is  badly  wanting.  On  Oak  Grove, 
W.  T.  Crawshay,  741b.,  71b.,  Sjlb.,  4Jlb.  ;  Capt.  Wheble,  151b., 
9ilb.,  silb.,  7  Jib.  On  Nettleville,  Col.  Broderick,  221b.,  101b.,  »lb., 
71b.  On  Carhue,  H.E.Stanley,  10lb.,  8Jlb„  81b.,  71b.,  71b.;  G. 
levers,  lOilb.,  101b.,  8ilb.,  841b.,  81b.,  51b.  On  Cronody,  Capt. 
Hunt,  81b.,  7 Jib.,  Gib."  On  Mashonaglass.  Mr.  F.  Barry  and 
party,  1311b.,  94.1b.,  9ilb.,  91b.,  81b.,  81b.,  7Jlb.,  GJlb.,  6jlb.,  541b., 
5J!b.,  and  one  grilse  3ilb.  Also  successful :  J.  O'Brien,  Glib.,  71b., 
8ilb.  ;  M.  Lyons,  81b. ;  H.  B.  Minhear,  71b.,  8Mb.,  91b. ;  J:  Kelleher, 
lolb.  Trout  fishing  in  the  evenings  is  just  commencing,  Mr.  S. 
Haynes  has  landed  some  good  flsh  from  lib.  to  ljlb.— W. 
Haynes  and  Son. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Salmon 
angling  has  been  poor,  but  the  weather  has  not  been  quite  the 
'thing  for  successful  angling  during  the  past  week.  Only  six 
salmon  have  been  had,  and  all  those  fell  to  the  rods  of  the  pro- 
fessional fishermen,  half  the  flsh  being  had  with  the  gravelling. 
Brown  trout  anglers  had  very  good  sport.  As  many  as  thirty- sis 
brown  trout  were  had  on  one  day  by  Mr.  J.  M.  O'Sullivan,  who 
used  flies  of  the  local  patterns.  The  heaviest  flsh  weighed  2Jlb. 
and  the  average  weight  was  about  Jib. — T.  J.  D, 

Lough  Neagh. — The  trout  and  pollan  fishing  continues 
pretty  fair  on  the  lough,  but  on  the  tributaries  angling  was  dull 
this  week,  the  weather  being  chilly  and  winter-like.  Salmon 
should  soon  be  in  evidence. — J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).—  Weather  has 
been  simply  horrible  all  the  week.  Sport  has  been  very  bad  in 
consequence.  But  water  is  falling  fast,  and  weather  to-day  milder, 
so  we  may  reasonably  expect  better  luck  to  end  of  month.  The 
first  grilse  of  the  season  was  taken  on  Saturday,  which  is 
unusually  early.  A  springer  of  141b.  ho  s  just  been  killed  above 
the  bridge  by  T.  Grimes.  We  expect  the  Green  Drake  will  be  up 
on  Lough  Derg  about  the  20th  inst. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell). — Weather  and  water  in  proper 
order,  and  Bport  improving  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams 
killed:  6th,  one  salmon,  lGlb.;  7th,  two  salmon,  121b.  and  141b.; 
8th,  three  salmon,  HJlb.,  20Jlb.,  and  191b.;  lOQi,  two  salmon,  lGlb. 
and  421b.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  killed  :  5th,  one  salmon, 
271b. ;  6th,  one  salmon,  201b. ;  10th,  one  salmon,  lGlb. ;  Capt.  J. 
Bayly,  7th,  one  salmon,  381b. ;  9th,  one  salmon,  1041b.  Hermitage 
water :  Mr.  H.  Tinsley,  5th.  one  salmon,  161b ;  Capt.  J.  Bayly,  6th, 
ono  salmon,  201b.;  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones,  10th,  one  salmon,  291b. ; 
11th,  one  salmon,  341b.  Worldsend:  Mr.  C.  T.  Ingham,  7th,  two 
salmon,  12|lb.  and  Hlb.  Summerhill  and  De  Burgho,  Mr.  J.  L. 
Ingham,  Sih.one  salmon,  101b.  Woodlands  :  Mr.  H.  Tinsley,  7th, 
one  salmon,  181b.;  Mr.  G.  H.  Castland,  11th,  one  salmon,  Hlb. — 
John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Bank  anglers 
had  good  spore  on  all  those  waters  during  the  past  week  at  brown 
trout.  On  Coppanagrown  Lake  a  basket  of  four  dozen  was  had; 
on  Lough  Illaneeina,  one  of  thirty-seven;  on  Lough  Naiska,  one 
of  forty-threa;  and  Lough  Namona,  one  of  thirty-eight  All  the 
above  baskets  were  had  by  bank  anglers,  no  boat  anglers  having 
been  out  this  season  so  far  on  any  of  those  lakes.  Boat  anglers, 
however,  rarely  go  out  here  until  the  advent  of  the  white  trout 
season,  which  usually  takes  place  about  July  1.  AU  those  waters 
are  now  in  good  angling  order. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Bivers.— Salmon  angling  has  declined  owing 
to  generally  unfavourable  weather.  On  a  couple  of  days,  how- 
ever, some  average  sport  was  had  by  anglers  using  suitable  flies, 
especially  on  the  Bandon,  Bride,  Funcheon,  and  other  of  the 
larger  rivers.  Salmon  continue  to  come  up  from  the  sea  in 
pretty  good  numbers  for  this  time  of  the  year,  and  good  sport  is 
confidently  looked  forward  to  on  all  the  principal  waters  during 
the  coming  month. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— The  May  Fly  or  Green 
Drake  has  notjyet  made  its  appearance  on  any  of  the  Westmeath 
Lakes,  owing,  no  doubt,  to  the  coldness  of  the  weather.  This  is  a 
fortnight  later  than  last  season;  but  before  these  remarks 
appear  in  print  I  am  pretty  certain  that  dapping  with  the  natural 
fly  will  have  commenced.  Fishing  has  been  poor,  either  on 
account  of  the  unseasonable  weather  or  that  the  trout  have 
been  feeding  upon  the  immature  fly  at  the  bottom. — T.  J.  W. 


Ecyatts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address."  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— The  adjourned  annual  delegate' 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Monday  evening  next,  May  17,  at  8.30. 
I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  sum  of  £1  from  the  Plum- 
stead  Piscatorials  towards  the  Lea  preservation. — K.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association.  —  Anglers'  Guide  1897-8.  — 
"Secretaries  of  societies  will  oblige  by  forwarding  to  me  any 
change  of  clubhouse  or  meeting  nights,  Ac,  as  soon  as  possible. — 
B.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— 1  beg  to  acknowledge 

with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £3  3s.  3Jd.  Park.  £3  Is.  Edmonton  and 
Tottenham,  £2  12s.  Olive  Branch,  £2  10s.  Eagle,  £1  lis.  3d.  West 
Green,  £1  Is.  Enterprise,  £1  Is.  Enterprise  Kovers,  12s.  Good 
Fellowship,  lis.  Boyal  Georgo  Angling  Societies  from  their 
donation  boxes;  and  CI  Plumstcad  Piscatorials  as  a  donation. 
— B.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Eastern  District,  No.  2)  Visiting 
List.— The  next  return  visit  on  this  list  will  take  place  at  the 
Funny  Folks  Angling  Society  on  Monday,  May  24,  when  I  hope 
every  club  on  the  list  will  do  their  best  to  give  Host  Eldridge  a 
bumper  — F.  Tiiormno. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visiting 
List.— 1  wish  to  remind  anglers  generally  that  the  next  visit 
will  be  to  the  Jubilee  A  S.,  at  the  Prince  Arthur,  Golborne-road 
(two  minutes'  walk  from  Westbourne  Park  Station),  on  Monday, 
May  24.  I  hope  all  anglers  will  try  and  give  me  a  bumper.— 
J.  Harris. 

Albion  Brothers    Angling    Soolety,   The  Albion- 

Laureston-road,  South  Hackney.— Our  dinner  and  distribution 
will  take  place  on  Thursday,  June  3.  Dinner  on  table  at  B.80, 
Will  members  and  friends  kindly  send  in  their  prises  by  Wed« 
nesday,  May  26  1— H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Soolety,  Duke  of 
Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Nottlng  Hill  (late.— Wo  have  flnlshod 

I the  revision  of  our  rules,  *c.,  satisfactorily.  Will  members 
please  attend  next  Wednesday  '1  We  havo  the  privilege  list  and 
Anglers'  Benevolent  list  down  from  Anglers'  Association,  and  t 
wish  to  Include  all  namos  down  and  send  for  the  tickets.  Our 


/ 


May  15,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


343 


two  delegates  to  A.A.have  received  their  instructions  reT.A.P.S., 
and  also  of  allowing  tickets  to  be  issued  in  our  private  fisheries, 
which  I  hope  will  not  be  passed.  There  are  scores  of  societies 
enrolled  on  the  Anglers'  Association,  and  by  being  a  member  of 
same  they  can  fish  our  many  fisheries  instead  of  issuing  another 
Eet  of  tickets. — Ben. 

Amicable  Waltonlans  Angling  Society,  the  Sun,  Great 
Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.— The  41st  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  of  the  above  took  place  on  the  10th,  when  a  large  company 
of  anglers  and  friends  were  present ;  the  ladies  were  also  present 
m  good  numbers.  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  G.  Watling; 
vice,  Mr.  G.  Murray.  During  the  past  year  fifty-two  prizes  had 
been  fished  for,  and  Won,  as  a  rule,  with  good  shows  of  fish. 
Gross  weight  prizes :  First,  Mr.  Merry,  overmantel;  second,  Mr. 
Watling,  suit  of  clothes;  third,  Mr.  Hutchings,  tea  service- 
fourth,  Mr.  Lambarth,  pair  of  boots ;  fifth,  Mr.  Shurey,  pair  of 
boots ;  in  addition  to  pairs  of  brackets,  four  reading  lamps,  tea 
services,  rods,  and  a  host  of  other  articles,  in  all  fifty-two  prizes. 
Our  prize  list  for  the  next  season  was  largely  added  to.  Some 
excellent  harmony  was  given  by  Messrs.  Fred  Steptoe,  Musgrave, 
jun.,  Hake,  Williams,  Misses  Watling,  Francis,  and  others. 
G.  Mbrry. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road.— The  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  will  be  held 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  (Gordon  Salon)  on  Thursday,  May  20, 
at  7.4-5  p.m.  Will  all  members  having  tickets  kindly  let  me  know 
if  sold,  so  that  I  can  make  all  necessary  arrangements  ?— 
F.  W.  Martin. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Qneen's  Hotel, 

Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W. — Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Tuesday  next  at  eight  o'clock  sharp,  as  the  dinner  is  timed  for 
8.30  p.m.  I  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  donors  of  prizes  will  let  me 
have  them  by  Monday  evening  next,  17th  inst. — A.  T. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Bromley-by-Bow.— The  members  held  their  annual  dinner  on 
Tuesday,  Mr.  Powles  West  in  their  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  S.  Jones 
The  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony:  Messrs. 
Thompson,  Lees,  jun.,  Crois,  Eoberson,  Jones,  and  others.  We 
made  several  new  members,  and,  thanks  to  visiting  friends  and 
members,  our  prize  list  was  augmented.  During  the  past  season 
the  members  weighed  11201b.  14oz.  of  fish. — J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Fountain's 
Abbey,  Praed-street,  W.— Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  19th  inst.,  at  the  clubhouse.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  by  Mr.  T.  D.  Norton.  Dinner  on  table  at  7.30  p  in 
prompt. — W.  Sutton. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  The  Victory,  Clarence  road, 
Kentish  Town.— On  May  20  we  hold  our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present. 
Will  gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  forward  the  Bame  to 
me  at  the  above  address  ?  At  our  annual  meeting  a  member  was 
expelled  the  club. — F.  Honour. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of  Salisbury 
Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— Our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  19,  and  our  return  visit 
(No.  1  Eastern  District)  on  Monday,  May  24.— O.  Jones. 

Central  Association  of  London  Anglers.— I  regret 
having  been  misled  into  arranging  for  the  enrolment  of  the 
Foley  A.S.  at  the  personal  request  of  their  secretary,  who  now 
intimates  that  the  members  have  again  altered  their  mind,  con- 
sequently the  enrolment,  as  reported  last  week,  is  now  cancelled 
The  name  of  Mr.  Geo.  Merry  (Amicable  Waltonians)  was 
accidentally  omitted  from  the  list  of  members  who  were  re-elected 
at  the  annual  meeting  to  serve  on  the  committee  of  the  Anglers 
Benevolent  Society. — W.  J.  Wade. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.— Our  twenty-third 
annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Monday 
last.  Mr.  A.  Bo'water  presided,  and  Mr.  J.  B.  Bergeman  vice- 
chair.  Our  worthy  host,  Mr.  E.  Davy,  placed  a  good  dinner  on 
the  table.  During  the  evening  our  host  presented  the  prizes  won 
by  the  successful  competitors,  Messrs.  T.  Tringham,  H.  Moore, 
J.  Willgos8,  A.  Painter,  A.  Bowater,  <fec.  Harmony  was  most 
agreeably  interspersed.  Mr.  Sid  Dianan  ably  presided  at  the 
pianoforte.   We  tender  our  sincere  thanks  to  Mr.  A.  Newham 

and  other  visitors  for  their  company  during  the  evening.  G.  T 

Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Windmill, 
Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— Our  annual  supper  and  prize 
distribution  took  place  at  the  above  house  on  May  11,  and  proved 
a  great  success,  a  large  number  of  friends  and  members  being 
present.  Our  worthy  chairman-  (Mr.  Nat  Linden)  ably  presided 
over  the  proceedings,  and  distributed  the  prizes  for  the  past 
season.  Mr.  Gloster  took  the  cream.  A  vote  of  thanks  having 
been  accorded  to  the  chairman,  our  host  and  hostess,  and  the 
company  present,  the  harmony  began,  and  would  have  continued 
(a  good  deal  of  talent  being  present)  through  the  early  hourB,  had 
not  a  voice  exclaimed,  "  Act  of  Parliament,  gentlemen  "— S 
Violet. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List.— The  next 

visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers,  held  at 
the  Robin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville,  on  Mondav 
May  17.—F.  Castell.  y' 
Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Northwold- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  May  9  Mr.  Osment  was  again 
successful  in  taking  another  nice  trout  from  the  Lea.  On  Tuesday 
last  the  following  members  were  elected  to  take  office  for  the 
ensuing  season:  Chairman,  Mr.  Lamond;  vice-chairman.  Mr 
Browning;  secretary,  Mr.  E.  J.  Mallett 


Dibden  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town. — The  annual  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  May  2<S.  Prize  donors  are 
requested  to  send  in  their  prizes  at  an  early  date,  and  oblige — E 
Heath. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Anglinjf  Society,  The  Apollo,  All 
Saints-road,  Westbourne  i*ark.— On  May  27  our  annual  dinner 
and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  — W.  Jenkins. 

Eagle  Angling  Society,  Plough  Hotel,  High-road,  Totten. 
ham. — The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society  was  held 
on  the  11th  inst.,  when  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
elected.  Mr.  Ridgway  having  resigned,  Mr.  E.  T.  Elder  was 
elected  as  president.  Mr.  J.  Dyer,  who  has  been  hon.  sec.  for 
some  years,  has  also  resigned  on  his  leaving  London.  The 
annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Plough,  on  Wednesday  next, 
May  19,  when  the  prizes  for  the  past  season  will  be  distributed. — 
W.  S.  Price. 

Foley  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  Great  Barlow- 
street,  Marylebone.— On  Friday  last  this  society  held  a  meeting  to 
discuss  the  scheme  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  London  Angling 
Associations.  Mr.  Ben  Abrahams  took  the  chair,  supported  by 
Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott,  and  the  various  points  of  the  question  were 
discussed,  and  the  advantages  of  amalgamation  thoroughly  gone 
into.  •  Mr.  H.  S.  Norris,  the  secretary  of  the  Foley  A.S.,  was 
astonished  to  find  that  the  society  had  been  enrolled  with  the 
Central  Association,  and  stated  that  it  was  a  trick,  and  that  they 
had  no  authority  for  so  doing.  He  would  write  to  Mr.  Wade 
asking  for  an  explanation.  The  meeting  was  of  a  most  orderly 
character,  and  after  various  speakers  had  addressed  those  present, 
a  vote  was  taken,  and  the  meeting  declared  itself  unanimously  in 
favour  of  amalgamation. 

Forest  Gate  Fiscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel,  Godwin- 
road,  Forest  Gate. — Our  prize  distribution  will  take  place  on 
Wednesday  next,  May  19,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  meeting 
Friends  will  be  cordially  welcomed.  I  am  sorry  to  inform 
members  that  our  hostess,  Mrs.  French,  has  been  badly  burned 
through  a  paraffin  accident,  and  but  for  the  timely  assistance  of 
Mr.  J.  A.  Grove,  the  consequences  would  have  been  more 
serious.  She  is,  however,  progressing  favourably. — J.  A, 
Oliver. 

Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Rose  and  Crown,  21, 

Goswell-road. — The  next  visit  of  olubs  on  the  No.  2  Eastern 
District  will  take  place  at  the  above  on  Monday,  May  24,  when 
all  members  are  kindly  invited  to  attend.  Mr.  Eldridge's  open 
competition  in  aid  of  th9  A.B.S.  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on 
June  20.  Any  club  desirous  of  adding  to  the  prize  list  are 
kindly  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr.  F.  Vanhegan  at  the 
above  address  at  an  early  date.— H.  Smith. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road,  N.— 
Our  eighteenth  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  takes  place 
on  May  17.  The  dinner  will  be  served  at  8.30,  and  I  hope  to  see 
all  members  present.  We  pay  a  visit  to  Amberley  on  the  23rd, 
and  any  friends  wishing  to  accompany  us  can  have  particulars 
from — W.  Lawrence. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Masons'- 
avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C. — Mr.  J.  H.  Walker  presided  over  the 
usual  weekly  meeting  last  Tuesday.  A  new  member  was  pro- 
posed. Mr.  M.  Da  vies  gave  information  as  to  a  suitable,  trout 
fishery  for  the  society,  and  it  was  arranged  that  a  member  should 
go  and  inspect  the  same  with  him.  Mr.  Parker  also  mentioned 
some  trout  water.  Mr.  Gibson  reported  having  taken  some  trout 
in  Hertfordshire.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  read  a  very  able  paper  on  the 
I'  Freshwater  Fisheries  Bill,"  after  which  a  discussion  took  place, 
in  which  several  members  took  part,  and  an  unanimous  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Close.  A  meeting  of  the  general  com 
mittee  will  be  held  next  Tuesday,  the  18th  inst.,  at  6.30  — E.  C.  C 
Hat  Cham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Victoria,  Pomeroy 
street,  New  Cross. — Our  annual  supper  will  take  place  on  May  20, 
having  been  postponed  on  account  of  the  regretted  illness  of  our 
worthy  chairman,  Mr.  Furnivall.  Members  will  please  take  notice. 
■Wm.  Tarry. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Old  Crown,  182,  Brick 
lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  annual  supper  on  May  10  was  a  most 
enjoyable  night.  Our  new  host,  Mr.  Judge,  provided  us  with  a 
most  excellent  supper,  and  the  following  gentlemen  obliged  with 
harmony:  Messrs.  Laurence,  H.  Bagshaw,  Dacosta,  Westbury. 
Levoir,  Wood,  Cox,  Hunt,  Russell,  Jones,  Smith,  &c.  The 
following  promised  prizes:  Messrs.  Wells,  A.  Bagshaw,  Jones, 
Russell,  Levoir,  H.  Bagshaw,  Seal,  and  Dacosta.  Mr.  Seal  was 
nominated  as  a  working  member.  Our  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  May  24.  Members  are  requested  to  send  in  their 
prizes  as  soon  as  possible.    Ladies  are  cordially  invited. 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle, 
Kingsland-road,  Shoreditch,  E.— Members  will  oblige  by  their 
attendance  on  Tuesday  evening  next,  May  18,  at  nine  o'clock; 
important  business.— Johnny. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Red  Lion, 
Portland-street,  Soho.— Our  concert  in  aid  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  on  the 
6th  inst.,  was  a  splendid  success,  and  I  thank  those  who,  by  taking 
programmes,  helped  to  make  it  bo.  I  shall  be  pleased  to  receive 
any  outstanding  money  relating  to  same.  We  hold  our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  on  June  1,  tickets  3s.  each  ;  and  shall  be 
thankful  if  donors  will  kindly  forward  their  prizes  as  soon  as 
possible.— Step. 

Iron-Bridge  Angling  Society.— The  monthly  meeting  of 
this  society  was  held  on  Wednesday  evening  in  last  week  at  the 
Talbot  Hotel,  when  Councillor  F.  G.  Beddoes  presided.  The  state- 
ment of  accounts  produced  showed  a  balance  of  £8  2s.  Id.,  which 
was  considered  a  satisfactory  state  of  things.  The  chairman 
referred  to  the  Bridgnorth  case,  and  advised  the  members  of  the 

for  it 


committee,  Messrs. 

Pound,  Potter,  Cobbold,  Mitchel,  Ringrose,  Farmer,  Osment. 

The  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  ori  I  Iron-Bridge  Society  to  take  out  'their  licences  and  be  loyal 
May  31.    Will  members  who  have  given  prizes  kindly  forward     was  no  good  to  fight  the  board  of  conservators, 
same  as  soon  as  possible. — E.  J.  M. 

Coliingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms,  Stam- 
ford-street, Blackfriars,  S.E.— Will  all  members  please  attend 
|next  Wednesday  to  settle  up  prizes  and  subscriptions,  so  that 
we  are  clear  for  the  supper  night. — W.  Ash. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society,  Middlesex 
Arms,  35,  C'lerkenwell-green,  E.C.— Our  visit  on  the  Central  was 
well  attended,  and  sixteen  clubs  answered  the  roll.  I  received  a 
i.etter  from  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore,  regretting  he  could  not  be  with  us, 
, wishing  us  a  pleasant  evening,  and  kindly  adding  10s.  6d.  to  our 
arize  fund  for  the  ensuing  year.  At  our  annual  meeting,  on 
Wednesday,  I  was  again  elected  secretary,  and  Mr.  Walters  as 
|:heck,  the  other  officers  being  practically  the  same  as  last  year 
II  was  decided  to  go  to  St.  Margaret's  for  our  annual  dinner  on 
fune  13,  and  to  go  by  brake,  the  arrangements  for  which  are  in 
he  hands  of  Mr.  Attridge,  who  will  be  at  the  club  on  Wednesdays 
.ml  Saturdays  to  take  names  of  friends  wishing  to  come.  Will 
donors  forward  their  prizes  on  to  me  at  once,  as  the  distribution 
lakes  place  on  May  26.— G.  H.  FRANkLiN. 

'  Dalston  Angling  Society,  urownlow  Arms,  Brownlow- 

itreet,  Dalston.— On  May  11  we  held  our  eighteenth  annual 
jlipnerat  the  Brownlow  Arms,  which  was  served  in  Host  Peek's 
(|ual  recherche  style.  After  the  cloth  was  removed  the  usual 
larmony  was  indulged  in,  Messrs.  H.  Edwards,  G.  Davis  W 
lidson,  C.  Pocock,  S.  Moffett.  S.  Claridge,  W.  Parkin,  w! 
phompsOD,  A.  Maddams,  P.  Comber,  and  several  others 
endering  Bome  excellent  songs.  During  the  evening  several 
pasts  were  drunk.  The  secretaries,  in  responding,  appealed  to 
hose  present  for  prizes  for  the  ensuing  season,  which  was  most 
berally  responded  to,  £15  15s.  being  the  amount  promised.  The 
istribution  of  prizes  will  take  place  on  May  26,  when  the  rules 
rill  be  adhered  to.— S.  Malby. 


Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road.— On  Tuesday  last  (Mr.  Goddard  in  the  chair)  our 
steward  gave  in  his  report  in  reference  to  the  outing  on  May  16, 
when  it  was  decided  to  meet  at  Cannon-street  Station  at  10.15,  bo 
if  any  member  has  a  friend  that  would  like  to  come,  he  must  be  at 
the  station  at  10.15— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's  Head, 
Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.— The  annual  general  meeting 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  19,  at  9  o'clock,  on 
which  occasion  some  important  business  will  be  placed  before  the 
meeting.  The  distribution  of  annual  and  special  prizes  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday  evening,  Mav  26.— H.  B. 

Jolly  Butchers'  Angling  Society,  George  the  Fourth, 
Walnut  Tree-walk,  Lambeth,  S.E..— Our  first  annual  dinner  took 
place  on  May  10,  and  proved  most  successful.  A  ( oncert  followed, 
and  some  good  harmony  prevailed.  During  the  evening  the 
chairman  (Mr.  Daniels)  distributed  tho  prizes  as  follows :  Messrs. 
Daws,  W.  Sibthorp,  J.  Edwards,  W.  Coster,  G.  Edwards,  H. 
Bethel,  <fcc.  The  annual  report  stated  that  the  finances  of  the 
club  were  most  flourishing.    We  bog  to  thank  the  gentlemen 

who  kindly  subscribed  towards  the  ensuing  season's  prize  list.  

G.  Edwards. 

Larkhall  Angling  Society,  Larkhall-lane,  Clapham.— The 
twenty-third  annual  dinner  of  the  above  society  took  place  on 
Wednesday,  May  5,  the  president,  Mr.  J.  English,  presiding.  The 
room  was  tastefully  decorated  by  the  host,  11.  Hudson,  with  fairy 
lamps,  rods,  fishing  tackle,  and  specimens  of  fish  caught  by  the 
members.  Foremost  amongst  these  were  a  splendid  Thames 
trout,  weighing  111b.  2oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  E.  Dangerlleld  in  1888, 
and  not  since  beaten  in  the  Thames ,  a  pike,  151b.,  by  Mr.  C. 
Davison.  Pike,  weighing  221b.,  taken  by  Mr.  P.  H.  Martin  at 
Wincklleld,Oct.,  1896.  Piko,17lb.)byMr.G.Duncan,andahostof 


other  specimens  belonging  to  the  society  and  lent  by  the  members. 
After  a  sumptuous  banquet,  and  the  usual  loyal  toasts,  the 
president  proposed  the  ••  L.  A.  S.,"  and  in  the  course  of  a  few 
remarks  explained  the  progress  of  the  society  during  the  past 
season,  which,  although  the  weather  had  been  unfortunately  very 
bad,  the  weights  of  fish  wcighedin  exceeded  the  previous  season 
by  101b.  After  a  response  by  the  lion,  sec,  Mr.  F.  H.  E. 
Croutel,  the  chairman,  presented  the  prizes.  The  health  of  the 
president  was  then  proposad  by  the  vice-president,  Mr.  C.  S. 
Crowne,  Esq.,  and  drunk  with  musical  honours.  The  other 
toasts  consisted  of  "The  Committee  and  Officers,"  -'The 
Visitors,"  and  "The  Host  and  Hostess."  The  musical 
arrangements  were  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  G.  Hunter,  and 
amongst  those  who  rendered  some  capital  songs  and  recitations 
were  Mrs.  H.  Hudson,  Messrs.  J.  English,  C.  T.  Crowe,  F.  H.  E. 
Croutel,  H.  Hudson,  A.  Ling,  Howard  Beech,  E.  C.  Bamstead, 
Harry  Spice,  E.  Green,  J.  Roakes,  R.  H. .  Templeman,  &c.  A 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Winchester, 
street. — Our  fifteenth  annual  supper  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next 
May  18;  supper  on  table  at  8.30  sharp;  harmony  at  ten  o'clock! 
Shall  be  glad  to  see  any  friends  that  can  make  it  convenient  to 
attend.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association,  Bee  Hotel,  Queen's- 
square.— Nice  weather  this  for  May;  bitterly  cold  and  biting 
winds  every  day;  and  to  crown  all  comes  hail,  snow,  and  several 
degrees  of  frost.  What  can  the  trout  anglers  do  but  wisely  stay 
at  home  and  wait  for  better  prospects.  I  cannot  hear  of  anyone 
facing  the  almost  hopeless  task  of  inducing  fish  to  come  up  to  the 
fly.  Mr.  Ormrod,  Wyresdale  Fishery,  Scorton  Garstang,  kindly 
invites  a  dozen  or  so  of  our  members  to  fish  in  his  portion  of  the 
Wyre.  This  would  be  a  nice  outing,  and  no  doubt  when  the 
weather  gets  more  seasonable  our  members  will  most  likely  take 
the  matter  up.  Mr.  O.  also  says  they  will  have  thousands  of  two- 
year-olds  next  season  of  all  sorts  of  trout.  I  have  heard  fair 
accounts  of  the  river,  and  should  most  certainly  like  to  give  it  a 
trial. — Rd.  Woolkall. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Sooiety,  White  Lion 
Inn,  Fullbridge,  Maldon.— Several  London  aDglers  visited  Maldon 
on  Saturday  evening  last,  and  on  the  following  day  had  a  most 
successful  trip  on  the  tidal  river,  and  indulged  in  a  day's  fishing, 
and  had  a  fair  amount  of  sport,  catching,  three  score  whiting  and 
a  good  number  of  codling,  dabs,  and  eel  pouts,  with  rod  and  line. 
Amongst  those  who  were  successful  were  W.  Morgan  T  W 
Marshall,  sen.,  W.  Marshall,  jun.,  W.  Woodford,  Brothers  Sbinn 
B.  Bevers,  W.  Coleman,  W.  Amsden,  T.  Sallas,  and  Capt.  Tracey' 
During  the  past  two  days  the  members  of  the  Maldon  and 
Heybridge  A.S.  have  been  busy  removing  trunks  of  trees  and 
bushes  from  the  Langford  waters,  to  make  it  more  convenient  for 
the  anglers  during  the  coming  season. — T.  Keen. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Thursday,  May  27.  Members  and  friends  who 
have  promised  prizes  please  note  the  date.  Please  correct  mistake 
in  reference  to  our  dinner,  which  is  fixed  for  Sunday,  June  13  not 
May  20  as  it  had  been  announced. — E.  Brockett. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras-road 
N.W.— Members  and  friends,  who  are  coming  to  supper  on 
May  18  please  get  there  early.  It  will  be  ready  at  8  o'clock  sharp 

Shall  be  at  the  club  on  the  16th  to  receive  prizes,  &c.  B.  C. 

•  Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle 
Church-street,  Edgware-road.— We  had  a  very  quiet  meeting  on 
Monday  evening  last,  there  being  only  a  small  muster  of  members 
present,  who  passed  the  evening  in  a  general  discussion  One 
fishing  member  was  proposed,  who  wid  be  balloted  for  next 
— eek.— W.  B. 

Queen's  Fiscatorials,  Queen's  Arms,  1a,  Chapel-street 

Edgware-road.— On  the  11th  inst.  we  made  two  more  working 
members,  Messrs.  G.  Parker  and  G.  Fisher.  Geo.  Keene  was 
elected  secretary,  and  C.  Shepherd  treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year 
Plenty  of  good  talent  promised  for  concert  after  dinner  and  dis- 
tribution on  Tuesday  next,  18th  inst.  All  friends  invited  —Geo 
Keene. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Society,  Royal  George,  New-street, 
Kennington.— Our  annual  dinner  and  distribution  will  take  place- 
on  May  16,  at  Amberley,  Mr.  Cunningham's,  the  George  and  Dragon 
All  members  and  friends  going  will  please  meet  outside  ticket 
office  at  the  station.  Several  members  paid  a  visit  to  Peckham 
Brothers  dinner  and  concert  on  11th  inst.,  and  spent  a  verv 
pleasant  evening.— H.  Allan. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress,  St,  John- 
street-road,  OlerkenwelL— The  annual  general  meeting  will  take 
place  on  Wednesday  next.  Members  will  facilitate  business 
by  attending  early,  as  there  are  several  important  questions  to 
settle,  and  new  members  to  elect. — F.  Thorlins 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun,  Boniface, 
street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— Members  and  friends  comin? 
to  our  annual  dinner  on  the  16th  inst.  are  requested  to  catch  the 
ft  55  from  London  Bridge  Station.— W.  Anstey. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Sooiety,  Rising  Sun 
Rockmgham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E.— On  May  1''  we 
had  a  very  successful  reunion,  Messrs.  Beckham,  Taplin,  Harvey 
being  elected  members,  and  we  have  one  or  two  more  in  prospect 
Tickets  for  our  supper  are  now  ready,  and  it  promises  to  be  a, 
great  success. — F.  Crookes. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society,  Black 
Bull,  Fulham-road.— We  had  a  well  attended  meeting  on  Wed- 
nesday last.  I  beg  to  inform  all  members  going  trout  fishing  and 
not  weighing-in  are  liable  to  a  severe  vote  of  censure  — C  Wake 
Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms,  Walthamstow.— On  May  12  a  highly  successful  smoker 
was  held  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S.  return  visit;  Mr.  H  Wise 
chair;  Mr.  G.  Beaumont,  vice ;  pianist,  Mr.  It,  Gladding  and  was 
well  supported  by  a  strong  contingent  of  the  West  Green  A  S  and 
representatives  from  twelve  angling  societies  in  the  N.  and  N  E 
district.  Several  capital  songs  were  sung  by  Mr  Albert 
Stacy  (West  Green  A.S.),  Mr.  Budgell  (Tottenham  Wheelers) 
and  Mr.  Hales  (Enterprise  Rovers).  It  was  with  extreme  regret 
the  brothers  assembled  heard  Mr.  C.  Ashmore  announce  it  was  his 
intention  to  resign  his  duties  as  visiting  officer,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  he  will  reconsider  the  matter ;  but  when  he  announced  the 
result  of  the  A.B.  boxes  collection,  £7  ;Ss.  6d.,  it  was  received  with 

acclamation,  and  brought  a  very  enjoyable  evening  to  a  close  

H.  W. 

Walworth  Waltonians'  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul's 
Tavern,  Westmoroland-road. — A  guodly  company  of  members 
and  friends  sat  down  this  evening  to  the  twenty-fourth  annual 
dinner,  which  was  excellently  served  by  our  worthv  host,  Mr  H 
Burgess.  Our  old  friend,  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp,  was  in  the  chair  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Billee  Taylor-,  and  afterwards  a  first-class' pro- 
gramme was  got  through,  which  included  such  well-known 
artists  as  Messrs.  Norton,  Greenop,  0.  Ditton,  and  others.  During 
tho  evening  over  £20  worth  of  prizes  wore  announced  by  the 
chairman  for  the  coming  season. — W.  Wray. 

Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  Roebuck  Hotel 
Bridge-street.— At  the  monthly  meeting,  on  May  6  (Mr.  J  Lyon 
Whittle  in  the  chair),  eighteen  new  members  were'  proposed  The 
desirability  of  stocking  with  coarse  fish  the  Runcorn  and  Latch- 
ford  Canal  was  favourably  considered.  Tho  followiug  numbers 
of  the  committee,  Messrs.  P.  Knight,  Fred.  J.  Einson,  Jas  Ban- 
croft, T.  Boscow,  John  Bailey,  and  Chas.  Leigh,  were  appointed 
to  form  a  sub-committee  to  inspect  the  association  waters  at 
Lymm  and  Mickle  Trafford,  with  a  viow  to  having  the  weeds  cut 
down  and  tho  snags  removed,  and  also  to  superintend  tho  carrying 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE  [Mat  15,  1897 


JOHN  R.  RICHARDSON, 


OF 


IS  NOW  EXHIBITING  A  GRAND  SELECTION  OF  HIS  WORLD-RENOWNED 

LOVELY  FLIES 


BALANCED   WHOLE   CANE  RODS, 

-A.T 

THE   IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE 

YACHTING  &  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

Supplied  with  Running   Water  to   Represent  the  River  and  its  Tributaries. 

PANORAMIC  MODEL  &  ROYAL  RIVER  THAMES, 

WITH   ITS  TRIBUTARIES. 

ZFZROZEvT    SOURCE    TO    THE    NOBE  LIGHT. 

(About  60ft.  long  by  4i  wide.) 

ON  EXHIBITION,  in  the  North  Gallery,  at  the  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YACHTING  and  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,  1897. 

Showing  the  Towns,  Islands,  Bridges,  Locks,  and  Weirs  in  bold  relief,  with  Models  of  some  of  the  Principal  Buildings  along  its  banks.  It  also  shows  the 
Lasc  and  Fall  of  the  Tide  up  to  Teddington  (Tide-End  town),  and  Vessels  of  all  descriptions  floating  on  the  River.  This  Model  was  suggested  by  Mr.  R.  B 
Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Inland  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Imperial  Institute,  and  constructed  in  seven  weeks  by 

HENRY     17\  BRION, 

GEOGRAPHER,    SURVEYOR,    DRAUGHTSMAN,    MODELLERj    Unci    RELIEVO    MAT?    PUBLISHER,  &c, 
XT,       THE       GARDENS,        IP  E  C  «  H  A  M        H  YE,        LONDON,  S.E.  

FIELD  MARSHAL  LORD  ROBERTS  ON  CAPTAIN  MAHAN'S  BOOKS. 

boo^^&^Jt^^^&^fl^^  $E&  'The  Influence  of  Sea  Power  upon  History'  had  had.  It  ivas  a  great 
^^¥JS^&ntK^m^  if^if^  HMtorfj  a"d  so  convincing  in  its  arguments  even  to  the  dullest  understanding, 
at  anroVerZvf^  w**6  *7*J™  *^™»*»«  that,  tvhitevcr  the  mst,  our  Navy  should  be  maintained 

at  a  propei  level  of  pi  epai  edness,  so  that  our  command  of  the  sea  should  ever  remain  unquestioned." 

From  the  Speech  of  Field  Marshal  Lord  Roberta  at  the  Booksellers'  dinner,  May  8,  1897. 
Now    Ready  all    Bookaellera'    ana    tlx©  Libraries. 

_____  __  CAPTAIN   A.  T.   MAHAN'S   NEW  WORK. 

THE  LIFE  OP  NELSON.  The  Embodiment  of  the  Sea  Power  of  Great  Britain. 

...  2  vols,>  demy  870->  Illustrated  with  many  Photogravure  Portraits,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  36s.  net. 

n  K^^Z°^^°^nM\v1^.  f  Hcatost  *f  cla.83lc«.    ...    By  far  the  best  •  Life  of  Nelson '  that  has  over  been  Written. 

^g^b^gr^Tandt^                                                   portraiture  of  the  Ufo  and  character  of  the  greatest  of  our  nava,  heroes.    .'  .    .    This  great  work. •<-,!, W„,,,. 
i  j,  »  u  uuo  iu  do  reaa  Dy  an  men.  —bpectatot^  "Destined  to  take  Its  place  among  the  foremost  biographies  of  any  literature.'7—  (Jraphic. 

mTTTrl       -nz-v-r  *  -i-  "sr°'}yLia^&  x-  »«=»w  Ready,  at  all  Book.ellorB'. 

r™  TE,0YAL  NAVY.     A  History  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present. 

By  WM.  LAIRD'  CLOWES,  Follow  of  King's  College,  London.      Assisted  by  Sir  C.  R.  MARKHAM,  K.C.B.,  P.R.G.S. ;  Captain  A.  T.  MAHAN,  U.S.N  ■ 
Mr.  H,  W.  WILSON ;  &c.  .       5  vols.,  with  numerous  Illustrations,  royal  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  25s.  each  net. 
.  Tho  FirHt  Volume  of  tho  History  brings  tho  narrative  to  tho  Eoign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

Jie  has  product  an  indispensable  and  standard  vorW.'-Slandard.  ■«  Everywhere  tho  book  afford*  ovklenoe  of  painstaking  Mmroh.^tonUno  Post. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunsta^House,  Fetter  Lane/ Fleet  Street,  E.C. 
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out  of  the  same.  The  minute  passed  at  the  last  monthly  meeting 
prohibiting  members  from  taking  pike  from  the  river  Gowy 
during  the  close  season  was  rescinded.  The  offer  of  Mr.  J.  Lyon 
Whittle  to  present  the  association  with  1500  trout  fry  for  the  river 
Gowy  was  gratefully  accepted.  Mr.  Jos.  Yarwood  was  cordially 
thanked  for  his  present  of  £1  towards  the  angling  competition  in 
aid  of  the  Benevolent  Fund.  This  matoh  will  bo  fished  on 
July  10. — Fred.  J.  Emson. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford. — Our  monthly  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday,  May  19,  when  our  annual  prizes  will  be  paid  out. 
Members  who  have  promised  prizes  will  please  send  them  on  or 
before  that  night. — B.  Lowthkk. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling1  Society,  Bailway  Tavern, 
Plumstead-road,  Plumstead. — We  held  our  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  on  the  20th  ult.,  at  headquarters,  at  which 
the  other  clubs  in  the  district,  viz.,  Howick  Brothers  A.S.,  Wool- 
wich [nvicta  A.S.,  United  Old  Friends,  and  the  Plumstead  Pisca- 
torials  were  strongly  represented.  A  large  company  sat  down, 
and  did  ample  justice  to  the  good  things  provided,  with  Mr.  W. 
Chambers  in  the  chair,  and  Mr.  D.  Hook  (Plumstead  Piscatorials), 
vice.  Toasts,  music,  and  songs  were  the  order  of  the  evening, 
and  the  following  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  amusement,  viz  : 
Messrs.  G.  Halsey.  J.  Cannell,  J.  B.  Howcroft,  E.  Stevens,  J.  J. 
Howes,  J.  Sandford,  W.  E.  Mathews.  The  instrumentalists  were 
Messrs.  Farlie,  Stevens,  and  Farlie.  The  chairman,  with  a  stirring 
speech,  produced  a  good  prize  list  for  the  coming  season.  An 
inter-club  contest  for  this  district  was  mooted  by  the  secretary, 
and  seemed  to  "catch  on"  well.  The  following  were  the  prize 
winners  for  the  season  :  Messrs.  W.  G.  Northam,  F.  Cresswell, 
J.  B.  Howcroft,  W.  Davis,  J.  Hicks,  F.  Ingram,  G.  Bentley,  J. 
Wensley,  W.  Brinton,  W.  E.  Mathews,  F.  Gaywood,  G.  Starling, 
A.  Scarborough,  P.  Smith,  H.  Garland. — P.  Smith. 


Jingling  ^tefutes. 

May  16.   

Islington  Brothers  :  Annual  outing. 
North  Lambeth  :  Annual  dinner. 
St.  Albans  :  Annual  dinner. 
Second  Surrey  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  17. 

Anglers'  Association  :  Adjourned  delegate  meeting. 

Globe  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

Great  Northern  Brothers :  Visit. 
May  18. 

Battersea  Friendly :  Annual  supper. 

Blackfriars :  Annual  dinner. 

Lincoln :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Phoenix :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Queen's  Piscatorials :  Dinner. 

Victoria  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
May  19. 

Cambridge  Friendly  :  Annual  dinner. 

Canning  Town  :  Distribution; 

Eagle :  Annual  dinner. 

Forest  Gate  :  Distribution. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Distribution. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
May  20. 

Anchor  and  Hope  :  Annual  dinner. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

Hatcham  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

Wenlock :  Distribution. 


May   23.— Globe  :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
,,     24. — Canning  Town :  Visit. 
,,     24. — Collingwood:  Supper  and  distxibution. 
,,     24.— Funny  Folks  :  Visit. 
,,  24. — Hearts  of  Oak  :  Distribution. 
„     24.— Jubilee:  Visit. 
,,     24. — Prince  Arthur  :  Visit. 
„     25. — Alma:  Supper  and  distribution. 
,,     25. — Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 
25. — Dalston  :  Distribution. 

25.  — Highbury  :  Annual  dinner. 
„     25. — Waggoners  :  Distribution. 

„     26. — A'l.icable  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
,,     26. — Camden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

26.  — Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 
,,     26. — Dalston:  Distribution  of  prizes. 

,,     26. — Dibden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
,,     26. — Izaak  Walton  :  Distribution. 
26. — North  London  :  A. B.S.  concert. 

26.  — Sharp  Waltonians  :  Annual  supper. 

27.  — Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
„  27. — Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
,,     27. — New  Albion  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 

,,     27. — Original  Alexandra :  Distribution. 

,,     29. — Cobden  :  A. B.S.  concert. 

,,     31. — Amicable  Excelsiors :  Supper  and  distribution. 

„     31. — Clissold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 


ANGLING  IN  THE  COQUET. 
During  the  last  few  weeks  important  negotiations  lave 
been  going  on  between  the  Northumbrian  Anglers' 
Federation  and  Earl  Percy  as  to  the  federation  taking 
over  the  whole  of  his  lordship's  water  on  the  Coquet,  from 
Warkworth  to  Felton,  and  from  Brinkburn  to  Rothbury. 
These  negotiations  are  now  completed,  and  the  federation 
takes  charge  of  the  water  as  aud  from  February  1.  The 
federation  intend  to  suppress  poaching  and  all  illegal 
practices  on  the  Coquet,  and  with  that  end  in  view  have 
appointed  a  sufficient  number  of  permanent  and  duly 
qualified  watchers  or  bailiffs.  The  federation  will  issue 
tickets  and  permits  to  fish  at  fixed  rates,  and  these  may  be 
had  at  Rothbury,  Felton,  Acklington,  Warkworth, 
Morpeth,  Alnmouth,  and  Newcastle.  Each  person  to 
whom  leave  is  granted  will  thereby  become  a  member  of 
the  Anglers'  Federation,  and  will  become  amenable,  to 
their  rules  and  regulations,  which  are  very  severe  against 
poaching.  It  is  intended  to  issue  daily,  weekly,  and 
monthly,  and  season  tickets.  Local  persons  will  obtain 
season  tickets  at  a  reduced  rate.  The  federation  have 
undertaken  to  make  no  profit  out  of  the  matter,  and  any 
surplus  money  at  the  end  of  the  season  will  be  spent  in 
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stocking  the  Coquet  with  fish,  or  in  benefiting  the  river  in 
such  other  way  as  the  committee  may  determine. 

Mr.  W.  Orde,  of  Nunny  Kirk,  has  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  J.  Harbottle  being  vice- 
chairman.  The  committee  consists  of  the  following 
gentlemen :  Messrs.  W.  A.  Watson  Armstrong,  J.  D. 
Milburu,  Dr.  J.  E.  J.  Fenwick,  R.  W.  Maling,  J.  C. 
Gover,  W.  Maughan,  A.  Mundle,  J.  Russell,  R.  M. 
Richardson,  W.  F.  McAllum,  W.  Reynolds,  Dr.  Pattinson. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Williamson,  solicitor?  St,  Nicholas'  Chambers, 
Newcastle,  has  been  appointed  secretary  and  treasurer  to 
the  committee. 

Lord  Armstrong  has  granted  the  federation  parmission 
to  protect  and  watch  his  water  on  the  Coquet  at  Roth- 
bury,  and  to  grant  leave  to  their  members  to  fish  therein 
with  fly.  The  following  are  the  fees  that  will  be  charged 
for  permits,  which  embraces  about  fifteen  miles  of  the 
Coquet :  Local  persons  residing  in  certain  parishes  on 
Coquet-side — cor  either  the  Rothbury  or  the  lower  stretch, 
for  season  ticket,  10s. ;  local  persons  for  the  whole  of  the 
water,  season  ticket,  15s. ;  season  tickets  to  others,  £1  Is. ; 
monthly,  15s. ;  weekly,  10s. ;  daily,  5s.  The  above 
charges  do  not  include  the  conservancy  rod  lioeEoe. 

The  scheme  is  undoubtedly  a  very  large  and  important 
one.  The  Coquet  has  held  a  name  for  centuries  as  one  of 
the  finest  of  trout  streams.  Earl  Percy  is  desirous  that 
this  reputation  shall  not  be  allowed  to  suffer  through  the 
poaching  that  has  occurred  in  late  years,  and  with  that 
end  in  view  ha3  handed  his  waters  over  to  the  federation 
to  safeguard  and  protect  on  his  behalf,  and  also  on  behalf 
of  the  angling  public.    Permits  to  fish  are  now  ready. 


In  June  Two  National  Jubilees  will  be  celebrated. 
One,  the  sixtieth  year  of  our  Queen's  glorious  reign,  and 
the  second  the  sixtieth  Election  of  the  Royal  Alfred  Aged 
Merchant  Seamen's  Institution — the  only  institution  in  the 
United  Kingdom  which  gives  a  home  or  a  pension  to  the 
British  merchant  sailor  when  old  and  destitute  irrespective 
of  rank,  creed,  or  place  of  abode — when  the  committee 
intend  to  create  a  record  by  electing  no  less  than  fifty 
aged  and  destitute  "Jack  Tars"  to  the  institution's 
permanent  benefits.  Never  in  the  whole  history  of  the 
Royal  Alfred  Institution  has  this  number  been  reached  or 
even  approached  at  any  former  election,  and  the  committee 
earnestly  hope  and  now  urgently  plead  for  increased  and 
more  universal  support  to  enable  them  to  relieve  the  286 
sad  cases  still  on  the  list  of  deserving  applicants  hailing 
from  all  parts. 

Many  readers  will  be  celebrating  this  memorable  jubilee 
year  by  becoming  subscribers  to  some  deserving  charity, 
but  no  charity  can  be  more  deserving  or  appeal  more 
strongly  to  this,  the  greatest  maritime  nation  in  the  world, 
than  the  Royal  Alfred  Aged  Merchant  Seamen's  Institu- 
tion, which  is  doing  such  a  noble  work,  aud  the  oommittee 
most  urgently  appeal  for  a  share  in  your  generous  bounty 
to  thus  enable  them  to  have  a  record  year  for  receipts. 
Admiral  Sir  F.  Leopold  McClintock,  K.C.B.,  of  Arctic 
fame,  has  been  re-elected  as  chairman,  and  Capt.  David 
Mainland,  F.R.G.S.,  a3  vice-chairman  of  this  truly  national 
institution,  by  whom  subscriptions  and  donations  will  be 
gratefully  acknowledged ;  or  by  the  secretary,  J.  Bailey 
Walker,  at  58,  Fenchurch-street,  E.C. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Dochart.— Mr.  Hugh  Hamilton,  Heme  Hill,  out  from  Luib 
Hotel  on  the  6th  inst.,  had  four  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  Woollarcombe, 
Plymouth,  fourteen  trout,  6jlb.  On  the  7th  inst.,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
eight  trout,  41b.;  Mr.  Woollercombe,  ten  trout,  heaviest  ljlb. 
On  the  11th  inst..  Mr.  Hamilton  had  eight  trout,  weight,  4$lb. 
The  12th  inst.,  eight  trout,  3£lb. — Donald  McNaughton*. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Sport  with  both  fly  and  minnow 
has  been  good  on  the  whole,  notwithstanding  inclement  weather; 
wind  is  now  west,  so  that  more  favourable  prospects  now  prevail. 
— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Poxford  Hotel  Waters,  River  Moy.— On  8th,  Mrs.  G 
Hay,  one  springer,  131b.;  H.  Devoy,  Esq.,  one,  12 Jib.  9th,  H. 
Devoy,  Esq.,  one,  14Jlb. ;  Mr.  Eoaeh,  two  flsh,  121b.  and  141b. 
11th,  P.  J.  Coghlan,  one,  12Jlb.  ThS  weather  was  very  cold,  and 
north-east  wind,  but  has  changed  now  for  the  better.  We  expect 
good  angling,  as  the  water  is  getting  better  every  other  day. — 
P  J.  C. 

Loch  Tay  (Killin),. — May  Sth,  Capt.  Williams,  one  salmon. 
201b.  10th,  Mr.  Crowther,  thirteen  trout,  71b.  11th,  Mr. 
Orowther,  one  Balmon,  181b. — H.  MAISET. 

Mid  Taw  (Eggesford).— Cold  winds  and  bright  sun  have 
necessarily  prevented  big  baskets  being  taken.  A  few  fair 
baskets  have  been  taken  on  the  hotel  water,  ranging  from  one  to 
one  and  a  half  dozen.  Water  now  perfect  in  colour  and  size. — 
F.  A  M. 

Taw  (N.  Devon).— The  very  cold  north  winds  have  been 
detrimental  to  Ashing  during  the  week.  Few  salmon  have  been 
caughi  with  rod  and  line.  I  have  only  heard  of  one  large  take — 
three  dozen.  The  usual  spring  flies  are  not  on  the  water,  and  the 
artificial  ones  are  almost  anything.  A  yellow  body  and  the  cow- 
hair  should  be  tempters.  The  Rake  (Devon  Minnow)  has  been 
scratched  in  some  holes,  but  not  with  the  usual  success.— BUST* 
Game. 

Wye  and  Terwent  (Derbyshire).— During  the  past 
week  there  has  not  been  a  full  average  number  of  rods  on  these 
rivers  owing  to  the  cold  weather,  especially  the  upper  portions  of 
the  Derwent.  The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association 
water  has  afforded  the  best  sport.  Mr.  Skinner,  of  Matlock 
Bridge,  landed  two  brace  and  a  half  of  nice  trout ;  Mr.  Cooper, 
hoD.  sec,  also  Mr.  Wyman  (of  Derby),  a  brace  each.  Master 
Arkwright  (of  Willesley)  obtained  four  and  a  half  brace  on 
Monday,  one  of  these  ljlb  ,  with  Bed  Quill;  also  on  Tuesday  the 
same  young  gentleman  landed  two  brace  of  nice  flsh.  A  gentle- 
man from  Belper  captured  a  splendid  trout,  weighing  31b.  4oz  , 
near  Homesford.  1  hear  of  one  angler  on  the  Wye  who  obtained 
three  and  a  half  brace  of  good  flsh.  The  following  flies  will  be 
useful :  Olive  Dun,  Bed  and  Grey  Quill,  Ash  Dun,  Black  Gnat, 
and  Sand  Fly  for  evening.— Dotterbll. 

CLUBS. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Persovcranco,  Vassal  road, 
S.W. — We  had  a  good  attendance  at  our  last  meeting,  and  some 
important  business  was  transacted.  Mr.  Warde  baa  had  some 


nice  trout.  Hope  members  will  always  keep  the  attendance  up 
to  the  present  week's. — Geo.  A,  Cooper. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  AngTing"  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street. — The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
of  the  above  society  will  take  place  at  the  clubhouse,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street,  on  May  25,  Mr.  H.  O.  Himon,  president,  in 
the  chair.  Members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend  on 
Thursday  next,  20th.— Alf.  CONN. 

Blackfriars  Ang-ling  Sooiety,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E. — Will  gentlemen  and  members  not  forget  next 
Tuesday,  as  this  is  the  night  of  our  distribution  of  prizes  and 
annual  supper.  Supper  on  table  at  eight  o'clock.  I  should  thank 
members  and  gentlemen  if  th*y  will  kindly  send  their  prizes  to 
me  before  the  distribution  night.— J.  Fostee. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury. — On  May  12  Mr.  H.  Bray  was 
eleeted  an  honorary  member.  The  twenty-flfth  annual  supper 
t  akes  place  on  May  20,  when  the  chair  will  be  occupied  by  Mr  B. 
Lummea,  supp  .rted  by  Mr.  D.  Warren,  after  which  the  distribution 
of  prizes  and  concert  will  take  place,  when  the  company  of  friends 
and  brother  anglers  is  invited.  Will  members  and  friends  kindly 
forward  their  prizes,  and  oblige. — T.  Paternoster, 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London,  Sydney- 
street,  City-road. — The  committee  having  revised  the  rules,  a 
special  general  meeting  will  take  plaoe  on  Wednesday.  May  19, 
to  pass  the  same,  when  I  hope  that  all  members  will  attend. — 
Phil. 

Foley  Angling  Sooiety.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Great 
Barlow-street,  Marylebone. — Annual  supper  fixed  first  Thursday 
in  June.  Members  unanimously  agree  that  the  Oantral  have 
done  wrong  by  enrolling  this  society. — F.  A.  Hill. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bobin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville.— The  next  Clerkenwell 
and  District  Visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers 
on  Monday  next,  May  17.  Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes  will 
take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  19,  and  the  thirty-first  annual 
supper  on  Thursday,  May  27. — J.  A.  FITCH. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur.  Golbourne-road. 
Westbourne  Park. — The  next  visit  on  the  Western  District 
Anglers'  Association  will  tike  place  at  the  above  house  on 
May  24,  when  all  anglers  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome. — A.  Ide. 

New  Albion  Piscatorial  Society,  Grove  House  Tavern, 
Camberwell-grove — The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
on  Thursday  night,  at  headquarters,  prior  to  which,  by  kind 
invitation  of  Mr.  George  W.  Klliott,  members  and  friends  partook 
of  supper.  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  presided,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  proceedings  proposed  the  health  of  Mr.  Elliott,  who  was  most 
cordially  received,  and  who  responded  in  a  brief  and  approDriate 
speech,  remarking  that  such  gatherings  as  that  tended  to  promote 
good  fellowship  and  bind  the  members  together.  He  was  only 
too  pleased  to  have  the  opportunity  of  entertaining  his  brother 
members.  The  chairman  presented  the  prizes,  which  were  both 
numerous  and  valuable,  nearly  thirty  being  awarded  for  specimen 
flsh.  The  evening  was  a  most  enjoyable  one.  On  Thursday,  the 
27th  inst..  the  annual  dinner  will  be  held  at  the  Holborn 
Bestaurant,  when  Mr.  Huxley  will  preside.  It  is  hoped  members 
wiil  make  the  event  one  worthy  of  the  "  Becord  Eeign  "  year. 
—Abe. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road. — A  smoking  concert  takes  place  at  the  above  on  Wednesday, 
May  26,  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society, 
when  the  box  will  be  opened  by  Mr.  Thorling.  Anglers  and 
friends  are  invited  to  aid  us  on  this  occasion  for  that  grand 
institution. — H.  Stretch. 

Richmond  Angling  Society .^The  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  the  Tulip  Tree  Inn  on 
Thursday,  May  (1,  1897,  the  chair  being  occupied  by  the  secretary 
in  the  absence  of  the  founder,  Mr.  W.  J.  Till,  who,  owing  to 
pressure  of  business  was  unable  to  be  present,  he  havia?  just 
become  mine  tost  of  the  Winning-  Post  public-house,  Wands- 
worth. After  the  usual  toasts  of  "The  Queen  and  Boyal  Family," 
"  Success  to  the  Eiehmond  Angling  Society,"  "  The  Chairman 
and  Secretary,"  the  prizes  were  given  away  by  Host  Wilkins  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Wilkins,  the  following  being  the  list:  For  the 
largest  barbel,  F.  Glasson,  jun. ;  Glasson,  sen.,  for  the  largest 
chub,  both  beiog  society  prizes  ;  the  largest  roach  taken  in  tidal 
waters,  G.  Bosser;  prize  presented  by  the  founder,  for  the  largest 
barbel  taken  in  tidal  water,  G.  Bosser;  prize  presented  by  Messrs. 
Gaynor  and  Son  ,  Ashing  tackle  makers  of  Bichmoad,  and  silver 
medal  given  by  Mr.  Wilkins,  the  host,  for  the  largest  flsh 
weighed-in,  was  won  by  Mr.  B.  Eandall.  After  the  toasts  of 
"The  Visitors,"  responded  toby  Mr.  Bosser  of  the  Firm  and 
True  ADgling  Society,  and  Mr.  B.  Benn,  of  the  Eiehmond  Town 
Cricket  Club;  and  "The  Host  and  Hostess,"  responded  to  by 
Mr.  Wilkins,  the  remainder  of  the  evening  was  spent  in  har- 
mony, Mr.  Wilkins,  jun.,  presiding  at  the  piano. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  W. — On  Tuesday  last  we  opened  our  list  for  new  members, 
when  two  gentlemen  were  proposed,  and  we  hope  to  increase  our 
numbers  every  meeting  night.  Several  members  have  been  out, 
and  some  have  had  trout,  but  did  not  weigh-in.  We  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster  next  Tuesday.  I  shall  bo  pleased  to  receive  out- 
standing prizes  and  subscriptions  to  close  this  season's  account.— 
Pelican. 

South   London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 

The  annual  delegate  meeting  of  the  societies  on  the  above  list  was 
held  at  the  Woolpack,  Bermondsey-street,  on  the  11th  iust.,  Mr. 
G.  H.  Field,  president,  in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  the  previous 
meeting  were  passed,  and  the  balance-sheet  accepted.  One 
guinea  was  voted  to  the  secretary  in  recognition  of  his  past  services. 
Mr.  G.  H.  Field  was  re-elected  president,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  Smith,  of 
the  South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  vice-president;  Mr.  A.  Painter, 
secretary.  A  friendly  competition  will  be  held  amongst  the 
societies  on  the  list,  at  Amberley,  on  July  18.  Prizes  wer  -  kindly 
offered  for  same  by  Messrs.  Field,  J.  Smith,  G.  H.  Shepherd,  and 
Poole.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the  Second  Surrey  A.S.,  on 
Jure  IS.— Alf.  Conn. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Olothworkers'  Arms,  Arling- 
ton-street, New  North-road.— Our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
takes  place  on  May  20.  I  hope  members  will  pay  their  prizes  in 
before  that  date,  also  e'eir  their  books  to  facilitate  the  audit. — W. 
Harden, 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel,  West 
Green-road,  Tottenham. — The  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at  the 
Black  Boy  Hotel,  West  Green-road,  on  May  19  at  8.30  p.m. 
Business :  To  pass  the  accounts  of  the  season  1890-7,  also  to  elect 
officers,  ifcc.,  for  the  ensuing  season.  Several  gentlemen  have 
given  in  their  names  to  join  us,  and  two  new  prizes  are  given 
(making  ten  in  all,.— J.  A.  Griffin. 


"There  is  Nothing  New  under  the  Sun"  is  a  saying 
credited  to  a  variety  of  illustrious  authors,  from  the  time  of 
Solomon  to  the  present  day.  It  is  a  fact  that  many  inventions 
looked  upon  as  modorn  are  of  ancient  origin.  The  telephone, 
which  recently  caused  such  a  furore  of  excitemont,  was  in  ancient 
days  a  means  by  which  the  high  priests  worked  upon  the  credulity 
of  their  disciples.  The  Pyramids  of  F.srypt  and  other  wonders 
prove  that  this  generation  has  a  great  deal  to  learn.  Holloway's 
Pills  and  Ointment,  however,  were  not  anticinated  by  our  fore- 
fathers, and  to-day  they  stand  alone  as  the  beBt  cure  the  world 
possesses  for  all  the  ills  that  humanity  is  heir  to. 
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goffings  bp  lf)e  l&ap. 

Mr.  Mathews,  of  Walton  House,  Marlow-on-Tbames, 
writes  :  "  One  trout,  8Jlb.,  25in.  long,  16Jin.  girth,  caught 
by  Mr.  H.  Nicholls  at  Marlow,  lovely  fish  of  the  much 
spotted  variety." 

The  "  Thames  Angling  News  "  for  May  is  to  hand.  A 
oapital  portrait  of  Lord  Inverurie  appears  on  the  front 
page,  and  the  "  Special  Interviewer "  (Mr.  F.  H. 
Amplilett)  has  made  some  very  interesting  reading  out  of 
the  president  of  the  Kingston  Pisoatorials.  His  lordship 
commenced  fishing  at  the  age  of  seven,  and  has  since 
sampled  many  waters — at  home  and  abroad.  The  following 
is  in  answer  to  the  question  :  "  Have  you  ever  seen  anglers 
fishing  a  match  in  France  ?  " 

 >♦»♦<  

"  Oh  yes  !  I  was  walking  along  a  road  near  the  Seine 
one  day  when  I  heard  a  band  playing,  and  turning  round  I 
saw  three  brakes  coming  along.  They  were  deoorated 
with  the  tricolour,  and  the  occupants  were  shouting  and 
shrieking  their  loudest.  They  were  typical  Frenchmen. 
I  followed  them  until  they  halted  by  the  banks  of  the 
Seine.  They  got  out  of  the  brakes,  including  the  band, 
and  the  anglers  arranged  themselves  on  the  bank  at 
about  100  yards  interval.  Then  they  started  fishing. 
Suddenly  the  band  played  a  tattoo,  and  some  man  blew  a 
bugle.  I  wanted  to  find  what  the  excitement  was  about. 
One  man  had  been  fortunate  enough  to  catch  a  gudgeon. 
There  was  a  terrific  row,  shouting  and  band  playing.  Then 
they  started  fishing  again,  and  there  was  another  wild 
flare  up  about  ten  minutes  later.  They  shouted  out  that 
so  and  so  had  been  beaten.  There  was  tremendous 
excitement,  and  they  went  up  to  the  man  who  was 
evidently  '  bass,'  and  handed  him  a  roach  of  4oz.  !  Seven 
fish  were  taken  during  the  match.  Everybody  was  very 
pleased,  and  they  all  had  drinks  round.  Then  they  got 
into  the  brakes  and  drove  off,  the  band  '  going  strong  '  all 
the  time.  It  seemed  to  me  that  they  were  in  want  of  some 
excuse  for  an  outing — to  be  in  the  open  air  and  have  a 
picnic  rather  than  with  any  idea  of  obtaining  sport." 
 >  » <  

There  is  also  a  capital  article  on  "  Roaching,"  by  Mr. 
H.  A.  Rolt  (of  the  Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society) ;  a  list 
of  the  trout  taken  on  the  Thames  this  season,  giving 
weights^  where  captured,  and  by  whom  ;  and  many  other 
interesting  items  of  Thames  news.  The  "  T.  A.  N."  will 
be  sent  free  of  C03t  for  twelve  months  upon  the  receipt  of 
six  penny  stamps  to  defray  postage.  Address,  47,  High- 
street,  Kingston-on-Thames. 


The  Fishing  Tackle  Exhibit  at  the  Imperial  Institute 
promises  to  be  a  very  interesting  one.  A  short  visit  on 
Thursday  brought  me  face  to  face  with  Messrs.  J.  J. 
Hardy,  J.  Enright,  and  J.  R.  Richardson,  who  were 
busily  occupied  in  putting  the  finishing  touches  to  their 
stalls.  Mr.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  was  also  superin- 
tending the  unpacking  of  his  exhibits.  The  "Thames 
Model,"  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Mr.  Brion,  is 
making  gigantic  strides  towards  completion.  This 
extremely  interesting  work  of  art  is  a  sight  alone  worthy  a 
visit  to  the  exhibition.  The  water  is  "gin  clear"  from 
source  to  sea.  Fishing  may  now  be  had  on  this  model 
Thames  (I  mean  Thames  model)  for  the  next  three  months 
without  fear  of  conflicting  reports,  such  as  "  fining  down," 
"coffee  coloured,"  "muddy,"  &c.  Who  knows  but 
salmon  may  be  able  to  live  in  the  Thames  once  more  ? 


It  may  be  intimated  that  the  Fishing  and  Yachting 
Exhibition  will  be  opened  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Wales  on  Monday,  May  17.  Admission  by  ticket 
only.  On  Tuesday,  May  18,  and  succeeding  days  (till 
about  the  middle  of  August),  from  eleven  till  eleven, 
one  shilling.  On  Wednesdays,  admission  by  Fellows' 
tickets  only.  Strauss's  celebrated  band  will  discourse 
sweet  music;  the  electric  light  and  fairly  lamps  will  lend 
additional  enchantment  in  the  grounds  adjoining ;  and 
altogether  the  "  Imperies  "  will  be  a  grand  affair.  Full 
account  next  week. 


Three  cases  of  the  celebrated  "  Lovely  Flies "  are 
being  exhibited  in  the  Loan  Collection  of  J.  R.  Richardson, 
of  67,  High-street,  Kingston-on-Thames.  In  all  about 
1150  different  patterns  and  shades  of  salmon,  lake,  and 
trout  flies.  The  trout  flies  consist  of  all  the  best  dry  fly 
patterns  of  the  day,  dressed  with  both  double  and  single 
wings,  and  also  a  great  variety  of  hackle  flies.  The  dry 
flies  include  the  thirty-six  original  flies  from  which  the 
plates  in  Mr.  Dewar's  book  on  the  Dry  Fly  were  taken, 
being  twelve  patterns  dressed  in  three  different  styles, 
viz  ,  with  the  rolled  wing,  single  wings,  and  double  wings 
with  detached  bodies,  hare's  ear  and  seal's  fur  being  used 
in  these  twelve  flics  for  legs,  instead  of  hackles. 


Mr.  Murphy,  the  genial  socretary  of  the  Good  Intent 
anglers,  asks  me  to  state  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  to 
successful  competitors  will  take  place  on  June.l.  It  is 
hoped  that  all  prizes  may  be  delivered  in  tinie  for  this 
event. 


"  So  true  a  sovereign  lady  ne'er  ruled  all  hearts  before  ! 
Rise  up  and  praise  Victoria's  days,  the  glorious  years 
three-score  !  "  So  runs  the  refrain  of  Mr.  Eaton  Faning's 
"  Queen's  Song  "  (words  by  Sir  Edwin  Arnold) ;  and  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  the  "  Commemoration  Concert,"  held 
on  May  0  at  the  Royal  Albeit  Hall  was  one  of  the  grandest 
on  record.  Dr.  Bridge  is  to  be  heartily  congratulated. 
Rudyard  Kipling's  fine  ballad,  "What  is  the  Flag  of 


England  ?  Winds  of  the  World  Declare  !  "  was  a  masterly 
work,  and  admirably  interpreted  by  Madame  Albani  and 
the  Royal  Choral  Society. 


TnERE  are  some  very  nice  trout  in  Lake  Ogwen  (Wales). 
Dr.  Jack,  who  has  left  Deal  for  a  month  or  two,  is  fishing 
Lake  Ogwen,  and  has  sent  me  a  sample  of  these  trout, 
whioh,  when  "served,"  were  pronounced  "excellent." 
He  promises  to  send  particulars  as  to  the  best  way  to  find 
him,  what  flies  to  bring,  and  how  to  procure  sport  on  this 
free  water.  Let  these  particulars  come  as' soon  as  possible, 
Dr.  Juck.  The  cold  north  wind  may  not  last  more  than  a 
month. 

 >»»•»<  

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  A.S.  will 
take  place  on  Thursday  next  (May  20),  at  the  Holborn 
Restaurant.  Many  ladies  will  be  present,  and  Mr.  T. 
Crumplen  ("Old  Izaak ")  will  preside  over  what  is 
expected  to  be  the  best  gathering  ever  experienced  in  the 
history  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope. 

 >  »  »  *  <  

The  Blackfriars  "annual"  will  also  be  presided  over 
by  "  Old  Izaak."  The  date  was  originally  fixed  for 
Monday,  the  17th  inst.,  but  altered  to  Tuesday,  the  18th. 
Host  J.  R.  Willson  is  preparing  the  feast  to  be  held  at  the 
Winchester  Arms  Hotel,  Southwark-street. 

 >  ♦ *  »<  

"  All  that  glitters  is  not  gold."  All  the  goldfish  which 
Mr.  Bambridge,  of  Eton,  sent  to  Runagry — just  to  try- 
have  ceased  to  glitter.  Mr.  H.  W.  Campbell,  who,  with 
his  wife,  is  away  in  Ireland  trout  fishing,  writes,  that 
pickled  goldfish  soon  become  white.  No  doubt  a  brilliantly- 
hued  goldy  would  be  an  attractive  honne  bouclie  for  a 
monster  trout,  and  I  would  suggest  his  trying  to  keep  them 
alive,  and  use  them  from  his  bait-can.  I  have  used  them 
effectively  for  jack  in  the  cold  winter  months.  Mr.  Harry 
and  his  good  wife  are  having  a  rough  time  of  it.  "Too 
rough  to  throw  a  fly  ;  but,  when  possible,  find  the  natural 
(trout)  takes  very  well ;  also  the  Blue  Devon.  In  flies  the 
claiet,  green,  and  yellow  olive  are  the  best."  Up  to  now 
they  have  taken  sixty -nine  trout,  weighipg  96^1b. 


This  year's  anniversary  dinner  of  the  Railway  Benevo- 
lent Institution,  which  takes  place  on  May  19,  at  the 
Hotel  M^tropole,  under  the  presidency  of  Lord  Claud 
Hamilton,  the  chairman  of  the  Great  Eastern  Railway 
Company,  is  the  thirty-ninth  in  the  history  of  the  institu- 
tion— an  institution  which  may  almost  be  said  to  be  begin- 
ning to  grow  old  in  well  doing.  The  idea  of  associating 
the  organisation  in  some  way  with  the  Queen's  Diamond 
Jubilee  has  suggested  itself  to  the  chairman  and  secretary, 
who  very  properly  think  that  the  railway  companies  them- 
selves might  find  a  patriotic  outlet  for  their  charitable 
instincts  by  giving  a  special  donation  to  the  funds  of  an 
institution  which  has  been  so  beneficial  to  railway  officers 
and  servants  on  all  lines  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  has 
no  political  objects. 


In  answer  to  the  query,  "  What  fish  has  its  eyes  nearest 
together  ?  "  many  new  (to  me)  species  have  been  suggested 
— English,  American,  foreign,  and  Colonial.  "  Chubby  " 
has  guessed  it  to  a  "  t,"  and  says  the  wh3t3ng.  Master 
Zaehnsdorf  and  our  orfis  boy  tie  with  the  following  saline 
solution  ('cos  they're  in  the  habit  of  catching  them) : 
"  The  smallest  fish,  of  course.  Where  are  your  eye3  ?  " 
 >»«■»<  

What  fish  suckles  its  young  ? 


The  keeper  of  the  Elstree  Reservoir  (Mr.  E.  Surridge) 
says  that  "  two  good  loads  of  jack,  tench,  roach,  eels,  &o., 
have  just  been  turned  in,  and  more  coming  along.  Also 
some  good  punts  being  built."  The  "Elstree"  should 
soon  be  worth  a  visit. 

■  )  »  t  *  (  

An  enlarged  edition  of  "  Straw  Hat's "  book  on 
"Rowing"  is  in  the  press — the  first  edition  being  nearly 
out  of  print.  I  understand  he  is  engaged  on  "  Football  " 
— a  little  work  which  Dean's  (the  publishers)  will  issue 
early  in  September. 


Mr.  Walter  Grace  will  grace  the  Queen's  Hall,  in 
this  year  of  grace,  on  24th  May  instant,  with  a  concert 
that  ought  to  gladden  the  hearts  and  quicken  the  musical 
taste  of  all  worshippers  of  Apollo.  Mr.  Grace  has 
travelled  for  three  score  years  on  the  road  of  life,  and  has 
"  won  golden  opinions  of  all  sorts  of  people."  The  21th 
will  be  his  birthday,  and  also  that  of  the  Queen,  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  note  that  in  spite  of  the  sixtieth  year 
approaching,  our  musical  hero  is  a  perfect  evergreen. 
Only  a  few  nights  ago;  in  the  Hotel  Cecil,  he  slirred  the 
souls  of  an  enthusiastic  audience  with  his  "  March  of  the 
Cameron  Men"  with  a  vigour  and  an  ability  that  made 
bravo  men  feel  bolder  and  fair  women  stronger  in  admira- 
tion. Mr.  Grace's  popularity  in  the  musical  profession  is 
in  strong  evidence  from  the  fact  that  his  cause  is  espoused 
by  the  free  services  of  thirty-three  solo  vocalists,  besides 
the  Lyric  VccjI  Quartette  and  the  Queen's  Glee  Singers  ; 
eleven  instrumentalists,  plus  humourists,  &c.  Tickets  are 
obtainable  at  all  libraries  and  musical  agencies,  as  well 
as  of  Mr.  Grace,  48,  Bartholomew-road,  N.W.  Long  may 
you  wave,  Mr.  Grace. 

>  »  »  *  < 

Mr.  Hearder,  of  Plymouth,  has  some  perch  in  an 
aquarium.  They  have  spawned,  and  the  fry  (about  Jin. 
long),  are  swimming  about  in  hundreds.  To  watoh  the 
movements  of  these  little  ones  is  very  interesting,  but  Mr. 
Hearder  expects  that  "  when  they  get  big  enough  the 
larger  ones  will  feed  on  them."  [Pity  we  cannot  let  him 
have  a  Thames  swan  for  a  week  or  two !] 


Talking  of  swans,  Mr.  Frank  Bonghen,  of  Brandon, 
has  two  pairs  of  young  swans,  describod  as  "  most  graceful 
birds,"  and  he  would  like  to  sell  them.  That  the  swans 
are  graceful  birds  no  one  can  deny ;  but  we  don't  want 
them  near  our  spawning  grounds. 

 >   

The  Fox  Terrier  Show  at  the  Royal  Aquarium  was  the 
best  held  there.  This  week  a  remarkable  Continental 
illusion,  which  is  said  to  eclipse  the  animated  pictures,  is 
expected  ;  and  next  week  a  Twelve  Days'  Ladies'  Bicycle 
Race  for  £200  and  the  Championship  of  the  World  is  to 
commence. 


A  good  story  is  told  of  an  Irishman  who  gave  evidence 
before  a  Fishery  Commission  on  the  west  coast  of  Ireland. 
A  mongst  other  questions,  as  he  seemed  rather  discursive 
and  inclined  to  aver  anything,  one  of  the  commissioners 
asked  him  "if  they  had  many  whales  there."  "Is  it 
whales  ?  "  questioned  Pat.  "  Sure  ye  may  see  'em  by  the 
dozen  spouting  about  like  wather  engines  all  over  the 
place."  Another  commissioner  gravely  asked  if  there 
were  many  dogfish.  "Dogs,  begorra  !  Faix  ye'd  say  so 
'ad  ye  passed  the  night  here ;  sure  we  can't  slape  for  the 
barkin'  o'  them."  Lastly,  one  of  the  commissioners  asked 
"if  flying-fish  abounded."  The  answer  was:  "Arrah, 
an'  if  we  didn't  put  the  shutters  up  every  night  there 
wouldn't  be  a  whole  pane  of  glass  left  in  the  house  for  the 
cratures  bateing  against  them."  This  finished  the  sitting, 
and  the  next  day  Pat  came  to  ask  for  his  expenses, 
exclaiming,  in  extension  of  them:  "Sure  now,  honey, 
didn't  I  swear  to  everything  ye  axed  me  ?  " 


The  booksellers'  dinner  and  annual  festivity  constituted 
a  red-letter  night  at  the  King's  Hall,  Holborn  Restaurant, 
with  Mr.  W.  E.  H.  Lecky,  M.P.,  in  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
Slingsby  Tanner  in  the  vice-ohair.  The  cardinal  feature 
was,  strictly  speaking,  that  of  freedom  from  cant.  Book- 
selling is  a  business,  just  as  any  other  trade  is  or  may  be. 
The  world  is  not  only  wide,  but  varied.  People  buy  books, 
they  requhe  something  to  suit  their  special  tastes  and 
whims,  just  as  they  go  to  an  hotel  or  restaurant  and  call 
for  ceitiin  dishes  to  suit  their  capricious  appetites.  The 
restaurateur,  in  his  conscience,  feels  that  while  some 
people  dine  wisely  and  well,  others  fool  their  stomachs 
with  food  that  produces  malaise' ;  so  with  booksellers,  who 
know  exactly  what  pabulum  is  good  for  moral  and  mental 
advancement^  but  who  could  not  maintain  their  businesses 
but  for  the  indiscreet  joining  with  the  discreet  to  give 
commercial  interest.  Here  I  am  at  one  with  the  book- 
seller. 


Apart  from  this  stubborn  fact,  one  could  not  be 
insensible  to  the  glories  of  the  occasion — the  presence  of 
brilliant  authors,  the  more  prominent  publishers,  the 
higher  clergy,  the  loftiest  of  military  men,  Lord  Roberts 
(himself  a  pronounced  author),  the  members  of  Parliament, 
who  lent  brains  and  position  to  the  occasion,  and  the 
sensible  and  pointed  efforts  of  the  members  to  encourage 
thrift  and  prudence  among  their  colleagues  by  way  of 
practical  assurance  against  illness  and  decay.  In  this 
direction  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Sinclair  sternly  and 
earnestly  advocated  the  energetic  putting  forth  of  influence 
by  every  member  to  secure  that  all  persons  in  the  trade, 
and  in  oommon  with  them,  should  plank  down  their  two 
guineas  per  annum  as  a  security  against  want :  it  was  not 
necessary  to  be  poor ;  even  the  thrifty  and  the  saving  had 
the  same  benefits. 

 >  ♦♦♦<  

Mr.  Anthony  Hope  Hawkins  rubbed  corners  off  the 
palaoe  of  romance.  As  the  author  of  "  The  Prisoner  of 
Zenda"  he  should  know  the  prosy  from  the  poetic  phrase 
of  a  subject,  and  he  rightly  struck  the  keynote  as  to  the 
duty  in  life  in  looking  to  one's  modest  needs  first.  The 
division  of  the  public  into  two  parts— those  who  wrote 
books,  and  those  who  read  them — showed  the  usefulness 
of  the  latter  to  the  former;  and  it  was  a  refreshing 
confession  on  his  part  to  say  that  the  "  Trade  "  were  not 
interested  in  the  literature  of  a  book,  but,  rather,  its 
readability.  Some  books,  he  said,  were  readable,  but  not 
literary.  He  hoped  some  day  to  write  a  book  that  should 
be  literary,  even  though  not  readable,  at  which  the 
company  laughed  amazingly.  Then  followed  words  of 
wisdom  uttered  by  Mr.  Bemrose,  M.P.,  who  disavowed 
the  capability  of  any  one  section  of  the  world  to  gobble  up 
the  other.  Authors  were  dependent  on  publishers,  the 
latter  on  authors,  and  both  on  the  public,  and  the  public 
on  both ;  nor  could  any  of  these  do  without  the  middle 
man,  whom  some  people  desired  to  crush  out  of  existence. 
In  fact,  said  he,  every  one  of  us  is  a  middle  man  to  other 
interests.  Plainly  speaking,  the  author  and  the  publisher 
were  each  a  blado  of  a  pair  of  scissors — they  should  be 
riveted  together,  and  should  get  the  reading  publio  between 
the  blades. 


It  seems  to  lo  the  general  opinion  that  fish  have 
developed  a  most  scandalous  habit  of  losing  weight  after 
capture.  Of  course,  if  this  is  really  so,  somebody  ought  to 
talk  to  them  very  seriously  about  it,  but  my  experience 
tells  me  that  the  notion  is  totally  unfounded.  A  young 
friend  of  mine  caught  a  pike  the  othor  day,  and  was  so 
pleased  with  the  monster  that  he  had  it  set  up  by  a  very 
capable  taxidermist.  About  ten  minutes  after  the  fish 
was  landed  he  scaled  111b.  !)oz.  ;  but,  by  the  time  he  had 
matured,  and  was  set  up;  his  weight  had  so  augmented  as 
to  bo  151b.  lloz.  This  is  nothing  extraordinary  ;  every 
fish  that  has  any  respect  for  itself  goes  on  in  just  the  same 
fashion. 

 >»»♦<  

When  the  man  who  invented  a  double-barbed  hook 
claimed  he  had  got  out  something  original,  everybody  knew 
it  was  a  story.  The  devil  always  sports  a  double  barb  on 
the  end  of  his  tail.  Draonbt. 
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Jtottss  from  tte  jfiortf). 

On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Dee  fresh  fish  are  now  being 
met  with  more  freely.  Hitherto  these  parts  have  been  a 
campirative  blank,  and  only  last  season  the  Braemar 
waters  carried  the  palm  as  the  bast  and  most  prolific  bit  of 
salmon  angling  ill  Scotland.  Sash  is  the  erratic  nature 
of  salmon  fishing.  - " 

On  the  Aboyne  Hotel  waters  Mr.  Sandison's  guests, 
during  April  alone,  creeled  ninety  salmon.  The  previous 
two  months  yielded  well,  and  altogether  the  Aboyne 
sectiou  has  outshone  itself  and  broken  all  former  records. 
The  spring  of  the  jubilee  year  will  be  something  worth 
remembering  in  these  parts. 

Mr.  Campbell,  Kintore,  writes  from  the  Don  : ."  A  friend 
and  I  had  a  splendid  day  on  Friday  last  on  a  private  reach 
of  the  water  a  little  above  this.  We  started  fishing  about 
10  a.m.  with  the  wind  dead  against  us,  so  we  had  to  cast 
up  stream.  Some  March  Browns  came  up  about  an  hour 
afterwards,  but  the  trout  did  not  fancy  our  imitations. 
Greenwell's  Glory  was  then  tried  about  noon,  and  we  did 
well — all  good  sizeable  fish.  Suddenly,  when  we  thought 
we  were  in  the  thick  of  it,  the  rise  stopped,  the  wind 
i  icreased,  and  we  packed  traps,  and  home.  Our  comlitied 
craels  weighed  311b.,  and  we  counted  and  found  we  had 
exactly  forty-one  trout— top  weight  2|lb.  A  good  day  for 
'  the  shoit  time  we  were  out." 

Mr.  George  Davidson,  of  Wellwood,  creeled  five  salmon, 
scaling  Tib.,  71b.,  101b.,  141b.,  and  181b  ,  one  day  on  the 
Park  wa*er  last  week,  all  to  his  own  rod. 

The  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  have  up  till  April  30  sunk 
£2463  on  the  season's  fishing  compared  with  last  season's 
returns  up  to  same  date.  Of  course  last  season  was  an 
especLly  good  season  all  through,  but  for  all  that  the 
present  returns  are  far  below  the  average. 

Grilse  are  now  being  got  mora  freely,  and  are  being 
|   quoted  separately  in  the  market  price  list.    Hitherto  they 
|l   have  been  so  sparse  in  numbers  that  they  have  been 
classed  and  sold  along  with  salmon. 

Two  large  sharks  were  discharged  from  the  trawler 
North-  We*t  last  week  at  Aberdeen,  and  sold  for  manurial 
purposes. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon  is  one  of  the  most 
HI  e  -al  patrons  of  the  gentle  art  in  North  Britain.  His 
grace  is  the  superior  of  Huntly,  an  attractive  holiday 
resort  in  Aberdeenshire,  on  the  Great  North  of  Scotland 
Railway  system.  The-  fact  that  fishing  (free)  can  be 
enjoyed  on  the  Bogie  and  Deveron  for  several  miles  speaks 
for  itself  alone.  The  Deveron  in  this  respect  is  probably 
without  a  rival  in  Scotland,  and  the  Bogie  is  an  excellent 
tronting  stream.  There  is  a  good  nine  hole  golf  course, 
lawn  tennis  ground,  bowling  green,  excellent  library  and 
reading  room  ;  and  lodgings  can  be  had  for  an  "  old  song  " 
in  any  of  the  houses  near  by  to  those  who  eschew  hotels 
and  their  charges.  _____ 

Excellent  sport  is  being  had  on  the  Fiddich,  a  tributary 
of  the  Spey  Avon,  where  baskets  of  from  51b.  upwards  of 
brown  and  sea  trout  are  being  daily  made.  It  is  free 
to  all.  ______ 

Sea  angling  is  again  in  full  swing  off  the  prolific  rocky 
fishing  grounds  which  stretch  for  some  twenty  miles  south 
of  Aberdeen.  The  Boa  Accord  Rockfiahers  had  their 
first  outing  on  Monday  last  (the  spring  holiday),  and  the 
top  basket  was  made  by  G.  Taylor. 

Old  Mr.  Blackliws,  who  is  nigh,  if  not  altogether  an 
octogenarian,  last  week  killed  his  second  fish  this  season, 
a  beauty  of  91b.,  on  the  Borrowstone  water.  He  is  the 
oldest  as  well  as  the  last  of  the  old  school  of  Deeside 
anglers,  and  we  are  happy  to  see  him  still  ab'e  to  throw  a 
good  line.  _____ 

On  the  Findhorn,  Mr.  R.  Stewart  and  Son,  Forres,  are 
again  open  to  treat  for  season,  monthly,  weekly,  or  daily 
tickets,  on  their  famous  finnock  and  sea  trout  stretahes. 
The  tickets  run  from  £2  2b.  for  season  to  3s.  6d.  per  diy 
per  rod.  Excallent  lodgings  can  be  had  in  the  town  of 
Forn  s  and  at  the  hotels.  A  salmon  and  lots  of  grilse  are 
occasionally  got  on  these  parts. 

Sea  trout  are  exceedingly  scarce.    Last  weak  they  were 
'tel  ing  at  2d.  the  pound  dearer  than  salmon,  which  ha3 
fallen  considerably  owing  to  the  increased  returns. 

The  Ytlan  tidal  is  now  closed  for  anglers  on  account  of 
the  smolt  migration.  The  waters  above,  however,  are  still 
open,  and  do  not  suffer  from  the  smolt  cloture  ;  and  here, 
on  the  Ellon  reaches,  gome  "  wappy  "  baskets  of  sea  and 
brown  trout  are  being  got  daily,  mostly  to  Professor  and 
Greenwell's  Glory.  ■ 

There  is  some  word  of  inaugurating  a  Fly  Fishers'  Club 
for  Aberdeen  and  th9  north,  in  celebration  of  Her 
Majesty's  jubilee.  Tf  parties  come  together,  and  not  too 
muoh  starch  crops  up,  thera  will  be  little  fear  of  the 
siccess  of  such  an  association.  Bnt  hitherto  "starch" 
has  killed  all  initial  efforts  at  floating  such  a  much  needed 
society.   

On  Mordiy  a  veritable  snowstorm  raged  all  over  the 
north  of  Scotland.  The  snow  did  not  lie,  but  towards 
evening  its  effect  was  felt  in  the  fast  rising  of  the  streams 
into  semi-spate.  Specjal  Scotch, 


[Provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  cf  the  Birmingham 
Association  was  held  on  May  7.  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  J.:  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.  The 
minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  confirmed,  after 
which  the  application  of  the  Dudley  Castle  Club  was  con- 
sidered, and  it  was  resolved  fo  refer  the  application  to  the 
visiting  committee.  On  the  application  for  removal  made 
by  the  South  Birmingham  Society  it  was  decided  that  the 
club  be  allowed  to  remove  to  tlie  Stratford  Arms  Inn, 
Kerywicks-lane.  The  secretary  repoitsd  that  a  profit  of 
close  upon  30s.  had  been  made  in  the  sale  of  the  associa- 
"  tion  dinner  tickets,  and  suggested  that  the  money  should 
be  handed  over  to  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Challenge  Cup 
fund,  which  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  Coles  spoke  upon  his 
scheme  for  acquiring  water  for  the  members  of  clubs  who 
at  the  present  time  do  not  rent  water  for  their  members. 
A  letter  from  the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  Co.  was 
read,  in  which  the  company  would  be  pleased,  for  a  very 
small  sum,  to  give  permission  to  the  members  of  the 
Provincial  Association  to  fish  abaut  eighteen  miles  of  their 
water.  A  discussion  took  plaae  upon  this  important 
matter,  and  it  was  resolved  that  a  recommendation  go  from 
the  committee  to  the  P.  A. A.  to  accept  the  terms  as  offered 
by  the  Canal  Co.  The  case  of  the  Severn  Fishery 
Board  re  the  Bridgnorth  Angling  Association,  in  which 
the  association  had  beaten  the  board  in  a  recent  prosecu- 
tion for  fishing  in  the  Severn  for  coarse  fish  without  a 
trout  licence,  was  discussed  at  somelength.  Some  of  the 
committee  were  in  favour  of  assisting  the  association  to 
fight  the  case  when  it  is  brought  before  the  Queen's 
Bench,  but  it  was  carried  by  a  small  majority  to  let  the 
Bridgnorth  Association,  as  they  were  not  affiliated  with 
tha  P. A. A.,  fight  out  their  own  case.  A  new  angling 
association  is  being  formed  at  the  Queen's  Head  Inn, 
Brett'.e-lane,  near  Stourbridge.  The  secretary  informs 
me  that  he  anticipates  making  a  very  large  club,  which, 
when  properly  formed,  will  apply  for  admission  to  the 
P.A.A.  I  am  pleased  to  state  that  the  Runcorn 
Association  have,  through  the  Provincial  Association, 
received  the  following  list  of  stations  and  fares  :  Ellesmare, 
4s.  3d. ;  Rossett,  2s.  3d. ;  Ellesmere  Port,  Is.  3d. ;  North- 
wich,  Is.  5d. ;  Beeston  Castle,  2s.  6d.  ;  and  Winsford, 
Is.  7d.  These  fares  are  only  just  to  hand.  Runcorn  will 
receive  their  travelling  cards  by  Monday  next.  _  I 
mentioned  a  few  weeks  ago  that  the  Dudley  Association 
had  succeeded  in  renting  the  Penns  Pool,  at  Pensnett. 
Very  few  trout  fishermen  have  been  or.t  owing  to  the  cold 
and  unsettled  state  of  the  weather.  We  are  having  sharp 
frosts  at  night,  ani  have  had  some  heavy  hailstorms. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Frequent  changes  in  the  weather — cold  winds  prevailing, 
as  they  generally  do  at  this  time,  in  "  the  marry  month  of 
May" — have  been  very  unfavourable  for  angling  on 
Derbyshire  streams  as  elsewhere,  and  there  has  been  a 
falling  off  during  the  past  week  in  the  quality  of  the  sport. 
Bottom  fishing,  as  a  rule,  has  been  but  moderate,  and  fly 
fishing  very  indifferent.  The  Dove,  which  has  had  a  fair 
number  of  visitors,  has  yielded  a  few  middling  creels  on 
some  of  the  lengths,  but  sport  generally  on  that  river  has 
not  been  very  satisfactory.  Not  much,  either,  has  been 
done  on  the  neighbouring  excellent  stream,  the  Manifold, 
a  tributary  of  the  Dove,  into  which  it  falls  near  the 
picturesque,  old-world  village  of  Ham.  Nevertheless, 
some  of  the  smaller  streams  of  the  county  seem  to  have 
afforded  tolerable  sport,  and  from  the  Ecclesbourne  and 
Sherbourne  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken, 
principally  by  bottom  fishing  and  ledgering  with  garden 
worms  as  bait.  A  few  anglers  have  had  samo  success  on 
parts  of  tha  river  Amber,  where  several  good  sized  fish 
have  been  killed.  A  short  time  ago  the  portion  of  this 
river  running  by  Ogston  Park  and  Wooley  was  re-stocked 
by  Mr.  Gladwin-Turbutt,  of  Ogiton  Hall,  with  trout 
taken  from  the  Mafclock  Bath  hatchery,  by  which  the 
river  has  been  materially  benefited  ;  and  report  speaks 
favourably  of  the  upper  waters  by  Milltown  and  Over- 
ton, where  some  good  fish  have  recently  been  taken. 
On  the  upper  waters  of  the  Derwent  angling  has  been 
but  moderately  good.  A  few  brace  have  been  killed 
between  the  village  of  Derwent  and  Lady  Bower  Brook ; 
and  the  neighbouring  tributary  stream,  the  Ashop,  has 
yielded  several  decent  sized  fish.  On  the  Yorkshire  Bridge 
and  Bamford  lengths  the  angling  has  been  dull,  and  the 
visitors  comparatively  few  in  number.  Lower  down,  on 
the  Siccleholme,  Hathersage,  and  Giindleford  reaches, 
several  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken  ;  but,  altogether, . 
angling  has  not  been  much  bettar  there  than  on  the  lengths 
above.  There  has  not  been  the  average  number  of  visitors 
to  the.Chatsworth  and  Baslow  waters,  nor  has  the  fishing 
been  more  than  moderately  good.  Neither  bottom  nor 
fly  anglers  have  done  very  well,  but  several  of  the  fish 
captured  have  been  of  large  size.  On  the'  Darley  Dale 
lengths,  between  Bowsley  and  Cawder  Railway  Bridge, 
only  a  few  brace  of  fish  have  been  taken  ;  and  for  several 
days  past  these  parts  of  the  liver  have  been  but  littlo 
frequented,  and  th;n  only  in  the  middle  of  tha  day,  when 
the  sun  has  been  out,  and  occasionally  in  the  evening. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Toe  stormy  weather  of  the  past  week  has  greatly  inter- 
ferad  with  sport  in  this  district,  but  a  few  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  Hull.  The  spawning  operations  amongst 
c  arse  fish  on  some  of  the  tributaries  is  progressing  very 
satisfactorily,  A  porpoise  was  captured  in  the  St. 
Andrew's  Dock,  at  Hull,  on  Tuesday,  after  an  exciting 
chase.  Mr.  H.  Crow,  of  the  Hull  Angling  Society,  had  a 
very  good  c  itch  of  flounders  the  other  day,  the  heaviest 
scaling  lO^oz.  At  the  Duke  of  York  Angling  Society's 
match, 'at  Wawneferry,  Messrs.  Stroud,  Hopper,  and 


Thorp?  took  the  first  three  prizes.  The  next  match  of 
this  society  will  be  held  on  May  29,  at  tha  same  place.  ■ 
The  Kingston  Rovers  Angling  Society  held  their  first 
match  on  Minto  Flatts,  Mr.  E.  Fisher  taking  the  first 
prize,  and  Messrs.  T.  Lambert  and  G.  Hastrop  the  next 
two.  At  the  last  council  meeting  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated 
Anglers'  Association,  privilege  was  given  to  the  following 
societies  to  hold  their  club  matches  on  the  Patrington 
Haven,  viz.:  The  Hull  Town  A.S.,  on  May  22;  the 
Excelsior  A.S.,  on  June  7  ;  and  the  East  Hull  Brass  Band 
A.S.,  on  the  Burstwick  drain,  at  Hedon,  on  May  29.  The 
financial  secretary,  Mr.  J.  Hunt,  reported  that  588 
privilege  tickets  had  already  been  granted  for  1897, 
against  513  of  the  previous  year.  The  next  meeting  of  the 
council  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  June  2  ;  chair  taken 
at  8  p.m.  The  Albert  Angling  Association  held  their  first 
open  match  on  the  Hull,  at  Dunswell,  on  Saturday  last; 
108  competed,  and  Mr.  T.  Scott  took  first  pike  with 
lib.  3Joz.  The  North  Myton  Society  fished  their  first 
match  at  Weelferry,  Messrs.  Frederick  Phillipson,  G.  W. 
Moore,  M.  Dai  by,  andT.  Smith  being  successful  in  taking 
the  first  four  prizes.  The  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation 
Society  will  hold  a  soeciil  meeting  at  the'White  Horse 
Hotel,  Hull,  on  May  18,  at  8.30  p.m.  ;  business 
important. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

A  week  or  two  ago  reference  was  made  in  these  notes  to 
the  common  practice  of  many  anglers  in  tha  Lake  district 
of  unlawfully  taking  smelts  whilst  fishing.  A  labourer 
was  summoned  on  Saturday,  at  the  instance  of  the  Eden 
Fishery  Board,  charged  with  taking  smelts  from  the 
River  Eden.  Two  of  the  board's  bailiffs  watched  the 
defendant  fishing  on  the  day  in  question.  He  was  fly 
fishing,  and  was  seen  to  catch  four  fish  in  a  short  time, 
three  of  whi:h  he  put  into  his  pocket  and  one  into  his 
pinnier.  The  watchers  then  went  up  to  the  defendant, 
and  on  looking  into  his  pannier  found  he  had  about  a 
dozen  good  trout.  He  was  then  asked  what  kind  of  fish  he 
had  in  his  pocket,  when  he  replied  smelts.  Defendant, 
who  admitted  his  guilt,  was  fined  £  1  and  19s.  lid.  costs. 
Angling  is  almost  at  a  standstill  throughout  the  district, 
owing  to  the  continued  unfavourable  weather,  which  is 
colder  than  that  experiercsd  last  Christmas^  snow,  hail, 
rain  and  cold  winds  prevailing,  with  periods  of  bright  sun- 
shine about  mid-day.  Amongst  the  few  who  have  been  out 
this  week  the  most  successful  angler  was  the  Rev.  E. 
Rhodes,  Appleby,  who  creeled  a  number  of  good  trout 
and  grayling  on  the  Eden. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  weather  is  of  a  much  improved  character,  but  the. 
cold  east  winds  sadly  interfere  with  tha  comfort  of  f  sher- 
men,and  make  the  ''merry  month  "  anything  but  what  it 
is  expacted  to  be,  as  heralding  in  a  saasan  of  sunshine  and 
deli^h'Tul  weather.  One  or  two  fair  baskets  have  been 
obtained,  but  there  still  appears  to  be  a  great  backward- 
ness in  trout  generally  ;  perhaps  the  scarcity  of  flies,  con- 
sequent on  the  cold  weather,  may  have  a  tendency  to  keep 
the  fish  down.  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  water 
bailiffs  in  charge  of  the  Ribble  are  fully  alive  to  the  fact 
that  inclosed  places  belonging  to  private  individuals  need 
looting  after.  It  was  a  good  job  "  his  reverenea  "  had 
taken  out  a  licence  previous  to  the  10th,  otherwise  he 
would  have  been  both  a  sadder  and  a  wiser  man  by  this 
time.  The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  held  a 
delegate  meeting  on  the  12th—  too  late  for  notice  this 
week.  It  was  "  buzzed  "  about  that  some  important  naws 
was  to  ba  forthcoming  at  the  meeting.  Our  St.  Helens 
friends  are  still  angling  for  their  privilege  tickets.  They 
have  put  in  any  amount  of  good  ground  bait,  in  the  shape 
of  good  and  sportsmanlike  conduct,  but  so  far  have  failed 
to  hook  and  land  a  ay  of  the  railway  nabobs,  who  have  it 
in  their  power  to  grant  the  concessions  they  seek. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Trout  anglers  are  getting  sick  of  the  weather.  Threa 
months  of  the  season  have  elapsed,  and  as  yet  very  few  of 
those  whose  delight  it  is  to  angle  with  the  fly  have  wetted 
a  line.  The  fireside  seems  a  more  appropriate  place  to 
disport  oneself  just  now  than  the  river  bank,  for  piercingly 
cold  winds  from  the  north  ani  north-west  continue  tp 
prevail ;  and,  to  heighten  the  gloom  which  is  pervading  the 
angling  mind  at  the  pressnt  time,  snow  showers  fell  in  some 
parts  of  the  district  on  Tuesday.  Undar  these  conditions 
it  is  not  surprising  that  trout  fishermen  are  taking  an 
enforced  rest.  There  is  practically  nothing  to  enumerate. 
Even  bottom  fishermen  have  lost  heart.  The  waters  have 
now  become  so  low  that,  even  with  a  warmer  atmosphere, 
in  the  absence  of  rain  fishing  will  shortly  only  Le  possible 
in  the  deeper  pools,  where  the  trout  arc  tiking  up  their  _ 
quarters  and  are  enjoying  a  state  of  inactivity. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Several  of  our  lcciis  have  been  out  in  Cheshire  and 
Derbyshire,  mostly  in  private  waters.  Mr.  Waluisley  ml 
friend,  on  the  7th,  took  seven  very  fine  trout  from  the 
Dane  in  the  pink  of  condition.  Mr.  Constable  and  others 
of  the  Kingfishers  who  frequently  visit  Derbyshire  waters 
report  that  the  fish  are  affording  more  sport  than  they  did 
earlier  in  the  seas  it.  Derbyshire  watars  are  often  late  in 
gotting  into  condition,  and  those  waters  under  notic 3  are 
no  exception  to  this  rule.  One  of  the  llulmo  anglers, 
fishing  a  few  days  ago,  hooked  and  landed  a  ruffe  of  a  size, 
very  seldom  met  with,  and  the  capture  created  a  lot  of 
intirest  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hulma.  Several  fine  lots 
of  maggots  have  bien  on  view.  Mr.  Chadnick,  of  City- 
road,  had  a  few  days  ago  some  of  his  "  pedigree  "  breed, 
and  it  would  be  a  hard  job  to  find  better  specimens.  Mr. 
Sam  Brooks  is  ah o  in  evidence  with  his  "special "  breed — 
a  magnet  always  to  be  relied  on.  The  n;xt  meeting  of  the 
Hulme  Crown  is  a  very  important  ono,  and  amongst  the 
business  to  be  trarsicted  is  that  of  selecting  the  water  to 
be  visited  for  their  big  match  in  July.  The  Moss  Sido 
Socials  and  the  Hulme  Ellennn-e  are  noted  for  meetings 
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The  "  FIELD "  It  is  to  Messrs.  HARDY,  of  ALNWICK,  we  owe  the 
supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  ROD  MAKERS." 

HARDY'S  CATALOGUE 


280  PAGES,  OVER 
300  ILLUSTRATIONS 


FREE !! 


Testimonial  from  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD,  Esq.  (Jan.  10,  1897). 

DEAR  SiRS,-In  reference  to  the  built  cane  rod  you  have  made  on  the  linea  of  my  old  10ft.  3in.  rod,  usually  known  amen*  my  friends  as  the  «  Priceless  "  I  have 
to  say  that  m  my  opmion  *  has  exceptionally  true  action,  is  at  once  light  and  powerful,  and  wonderfully  similar  generally  to  the  pattern.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  finish  and  workmanship  are  up  to  your  usual  h.gh  stmdard.    I  shall  be  oblige  1  by  your  sending  m3  one  out  of  the  first  batch  made  to  the  pattern. 

FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD. 

The  above  is  in  reference  to  the  New  Dry  Fly  Rod,  the  "HALFORD  PRICELESS."    Only  a 

limited  number  of  Orders  for  these  Rods  can  be  taken. 

HARDY  BROS,,  K£  ALNWICK. 

r  LONDON-61,  3P-A.LI1.    3ME-A-I_.IL,,  S.W. 

BranCneS      EDINBURGH-5,  SOUTH  ST.  DAVID  STREET. 
__  (  MANCHESTER— 12  &  14,  MOULT  STREET  (opposite  the  Exchange). 


H,  WHITTY, 

IS,   BASNETT   STREET,    CHURCH  STREET, 
LIVERPOOL. 

RODS,  PLIES,  and  TACKLE  to  Suit  all  Wants. 

Also  SPECIALITIES  MADE  TO  ORDER 
And  every  information  as  to  Rivers  and  Lakes  of  England, 
Ireland,  Wales,  Scotland,  Norway,  &c. 

CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 

LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

S  mated  In  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shorn  Ac 
Abtssian  Well  "Wateb.    ElbotbiO  Lioht  Thboughout.  w"' 
Moderate  Tariff.    Table  d'Hote,  6.30  until  8.15. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  amp  Club  Dinners,  4c. 

third  edition  now  ready. 

1  Vol.,  crown  8vo.,  6s. 


MAPLE  &  CO 

The  Largest  and  most  convenient  Furnishing 
Establishment  in  the  World 


EASY  CHAIRS 

500  ), 

TO  CHOOSE  In 
FROM 


OUIDA'S 

New 
Novel 

THE  MASSARENES 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW, 


"  Extremely  interesting.  ...  A 
brilliant  picture  of  a  contemporary 

mania."—  Daily  Telegraph. 

"On  English  Fashion."  —  National 
Observer. 


"  Clever. 


The  irreclaimable 


'Cocky'  is  an  excellent  creation."— 

Pall  Mall  Gazette. 

Thoroughly  interesting,  and  touches 
of  real  pathos  mingla  with  its  vigorous 
satire    and    strong  situations." 

Glasgow  Herald, 

"  Brilliant,  if  daring." — Scotsman. 
"Incomparably  the  best  the  author 

1  has  ever  Written."— National  Observer. 


MARSTON  and  COMPANY,  Limited. 


EASY 
CHAIRS 


The  famous  "CHANCELLOR"  Chair,  large,  roomy,  well  proportioned 
exceedingly  comfortable,  upholstered  in  Dormouse  cloth  of  any  shade 
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on  the  17th,  and  the  Cambrian  on  the  19th.  Mr.  W. 
Preecott  has  been  elected  hon.  sec.  of  the  Kingfishers,  in 
succession  to  Mr.  D.  Houston,  resigned.  Everything 
points  to  our  city  clubs  being  fully  prepared  to  take  full 
advantage  of  their  opportunities  when  Whitsumide  arrives. 
This  is  the  popular  Lancashire  holiday,  a  time  to  which 
we  all  look  forward  with  great  hope.  As  usual  our  men 
will  distribute  themselves  all  over  the  United  Kingdom 
wherever  it  is  possible  to  get  a  day's  sport. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 
There  has  been  no  fishing  at  all  in  this  district  during 
the  past  week.  The  weather  has  been  so  cold  and  wet 
that  no  anglers  have  been  out  either  on  the  main  rivers 
crarse  fishing  or  on  the  upper  waters  and  smaller  streams 
trout  fishing.  Until  a  change  comes  there  is  absolutely 
10  chance  of  sport  of  any  kind. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

The  weather  has  again  been  more  like  that  of  March 
than  May,  and  few  anglers  appear  to  have  turned  out. 
Showers  of  rain  and  hail  have  fallen  pretty  often,  aid  fly 
fishers  will  not  do  much  good  until  the  temperature  is 
higher.  Salmon  have  shown  on  the  Trent  at  Fiskerton, 
between  Stoke  Bardolph  and  Oolwick  weirs;  and  then, 
above  No.tingham,  three  or  four  have  been  noticed  in  the 
deeps  facing  the  iron  bridge  opening  up  the  lower  portion 
of  the  Shardlow  fishery.  Angler3  using  worm  and  the 
various  kinds  of  artificials  have  tried  not  only  the  Shard- 
low  stretch,  but  the  one  above,  but  up  to  the  pel  iod  of 
writing  no  returns  of  sport  had  come  to  hand.  Eel  fishing 
has  been  extensively  pursued  at  Wilfoid,  where  almost 
any  day  the  district  water  bailiff  would  be  able  to 
establish  a  clear  case  of  the  infringement  of  the  Mun- 
della  Act.  He  is  doing  his  duty,  but  the  question 
has  been  asked,  "Will  the  fishery  board  take  up  eel 
cases  ?"  I  am  told  they  have  no  money  to  spend  on  any 
cases  other  than  salmon  and  trout.  If  anglers  cannot 
see  their  way  to  assist  the  board  in  the  protection 
and  preservation  of  coarse  fish,  they  must  expect  scant 
treatment  in  return.  On  the  Dover  beck  a  few  trout  have 
again  been  met"  with  by  members  of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton 
Association,  ' and  odd  fish  have  been  got  at  the  Greet 
Mouth,  all  with  worm  or  caddis  grub.  Roach  are  now 
making  for  the  scours,  and  very  soon  barbel  and  chub  will 
be  busy  on  the  spawLing  grounds.  Mr.  H.  Hollis,  the 
enterprising  secretary  of  the  Notts  Anglers'  Protection 
Association,  writes  me  that  on  the  6thinst.  the  association 
had  befera  the  monthly  meeting  a  letter  received  from 
the  clerk  to  the  Trent  Fishery  Board,  informing  the 
members  that  the  board  had  resolved  to  pay  P.O. 
Bradbury,  of  Colnick,  a  sovereign  reward  for  having 
obtained  a  conviction  against  two  men  for  the  illeeal  use 
.of  dynamite  in  the  destruction  of  coarse  fish  in  theColwick 
fishery  during  last  October.  The  case  was  reported  to  the 
board  by  the  association  at  the  time,  and  much  satisfaction 
was  expressed  at  the  monthly  meeting  with  the  decision 
arrived  at.  The  association  have  just  secured  a  stre'ch  of 
water  for  the  coming  season  at  Trent  Lock,  and  the 
committee  are  in  negotiation  for  another.  Misfortunes  at 
home  seldom  come  singly.  Last  week  I  mentioned  the 
-case  of  my  wife,  and  scarcely  had  the  Fishing  Gazette  been 
opened,  than  a  nurse  in  attendance  upon  her  suddenly 
threw  up  her  arms  and  died  in  the  chair. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

During  the  past  week  Sheffield  fishermen  have  not  fared 
very  well,  the  weather  having  been  too  cold  and  boisterous 
to  allow  of  much  successful  fishing.  On  Monday  a  party 
of  enthusiasts  journeyed  to  Hollow  Meadows  to  try  their 
luck  in  the  reservoirs  there.  Unfortunately  the  weather 
was  bitterly  cold,  and  the  water  extremely  rough  in 
consequence  of  the  strong  winds,  and  the  fishermen  were 
compelled  to  return  home  without  catching  anything.  A 
few  nice  trout  have  been  caught  in  the  Sheaf,  and  Sheffield 
visitors  to  the  Amber  have  faired  fairly  well,  considering 
the  coldness  of  the  weather.  The  Derwent  has  been  well 
patronised  by  local  anglers,  and  v  isitors  to  the  Idle  have  had 
some  fairly  satisfactory  sport.  Tench  fishing  in  the 
Chesterfield  and  Stockwith  canal  has  furnished  son  e  good 
sport,  several  fish  of  decent  size  having  been  caught. 
Several  years  ago,  when  Sheffield  was  supplied  with  water 
by  a  private  company,  Earl  Fi'zwilliam  leased  the  fishing 
lights  in  the  Daledyke  reservoirs.  The  lease  expired  last 
year,  and  the  Earl,  through  his  agent,  applied  to  the 
Sheffield  Corporation,  which  has  taken  over  the  water 
undertaking,  for  a  renewal  of  the  lease.  The  water 
committee  recently  passed  a  resolution  regretting  they 
could  not  renew  the  lease,  and  advised  the  corporation  to 
retain  the  rights  in  their  own  hands.  A  sub-committee 
has  been  appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  fieliing  in 
all  the  corporation  reservoirs.  The  Corporation  of 
Uotherham,  a  town  a  few  miles  from  Sheffield,  were  recom- 
mended by  their  water  committee  to  issue  tickets  to  allow 
fishing  in  their  reservoir  at  Ulley  on  two  days  a  week.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  council  last  week  an  amendment  was 
moved  striking  the  clause  out.  After  some  discussion,  in 
which  it  was  alleged  that  fishermen  pollnted  the  water  in 
order  to  catch  fish,  the  amendment  was  carried  by  a  single 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

Speak'ng  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Ironbridge  Angling 
Association,  one  of  its  leading  members,  Mr.  F.  G. 
BeddoeB,  gave  wise  counsel  to  the  anglers  present  when  he 
called  upon  them  to  be  loyal  to  the  Severn  Conservancy 
Board,  and  to  take  out  their  rod  and  line  licences  in  the 
usnal  manner  before  fishing  in  the  river.  A  good  deal  of 
confusion  and  difficulty  has  arisen  in  consequence  of  the 
recent  decisions  of  the  Upton-on-Severn  and  Bridgnorth 
justices  to  the  effect  that  anglers  fishing  solely  for  coarse 
fish  were  not  called  upon  to  obtain  the  board's  trout 
licences.  Previous  rulings -Lave,  been  to  the  effect 
that  persons.  fishing  jn  water   containing  trout,  acd 


with  baits  upon  which  trout  may  be  captured,  must 
take  out  trout  licences.  The  Bridgnorth  case  above 
referred  to  will,  it  is  understood,  be  taken  before  a 
higher  court,  and  in  the  meantime  anglers  will  do 
well,  as  Mr.  Beddoes  advised  his  Ironbridge  brethren, 
to  purchase  their  licences  in  the  ordinary  way  instead  of 
endeavouring,  as  some  have  done,  to  place  further 
obstacles  in  the  already  thorny  path  of  fishery  legislation. 
Anglers  generally  should  bear  in  mind  that  they  are  fairly 
well  represented  on  the  board,  which  is  the  only  body  they 
can  look  to  to  serve  and  protect  their  interests.  Fishery 
boards,  it  is  pretty  generally  admitted,  are  by  no  means 
perfectly  constituted  bodies,  neither  can  they  claim  to  have 
been  as  successful  in  their  work  as  could  be  desired ;  but  they 
have  accomplished  much  in  the  direction  of  preventing 
poaching  and  illegal  practices  generally,  and  in  regulating 
fishing  for  the  common  good.  The  aim  of  anglers  should 
be  to  make  their  requirements  known  to  the  board  through 
the  ir  representatives,  and  by  this  means  they  are  far  more 
likely  to  promote  the  interests  of  sport  than  by  cavilling 
at  and  impeding  the  work  of  the  board. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  week  of  beautiful  sunshine,  but  very  cold 
nights,  with  sharp  frosts,  and  a  bitter  cold  wind  from  N. 
or  N.W.  blowing  all  the  week,  which  has  kept  many 
anglers  at  home.  Still,  a  good  few  rods  have  been  out, 
but  very  little  sport  has  been  had.  Several  of  our  crack 
hands  have  been  fishing  the  Teme.  1  here  was  hardly  a 
fly  to  be  seen  on  the  wa'er,  and  the  wind  so  strong  they 
could  scarcely  keep  their  own  flies  on  the  water.  Only 
one  took  any  fish,  and  his  catch  was  one  brace  only,  both 
fish  taken  with  the  Blue  Dun.  Great  quantities  of 
samlets  are  still  being  taken  under  Diglis  Weir  on  the 
Severn,  and  I  do  not  hear  of  any  prosecutions  being 
instituted  by  the  Severn  Fishery  Board.  No  wonder 
there  is  a  jaucity  of  salmon  in  the  river,  for  I  hear  of  this 
practice  going  on  for  mile 3  up  the  Severn  and  Teme. 
The  Worcester  and  District  Angling  Association  had  a 
meeting  of  the  delegates  from  the  affiliated  clubs  at  the 
Barley  Mow  Inn,  Worcester,  on  Friday  evening  last,  Mr. 
L.  F.  Higgs,  vice-president,  occupying  the  chair.  The 
meeting  was  for  the  purpose  of  re-organising  the  associa- 
tion, and  passing  new  rules  in  accordance  with  the 
necessities  of  the  present  day.  The  draft  rules  were  read 
and  discussed,  Messrs.  Wingfield,  Higgs,  Bridges,  Perks, 
Moore,  Hodg^^s,  Glover,  Cale,  and  Cooper  taking  part  in 
the  discussion,  after  which  the  rules  were  passed;  they 
are  very  stiiogent,  and  are  framed  to  protect  the  railway 
companies  against  fraud  ;  to  prevent  the  taking  of 
immature  fish ;  enforce  the  due  observance  of  the  fence 
months,  and  prevent  the  taking  of  fish  in  any  illegal  or 
unsportsmanlike  manner.  Expulsion  from  the  association, 
and  the  consequent  loss  of  all  privileges,  is  the  penalty  on 
all  offenders. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  prevalence  of  bleik  northerly  winds  las  been 
decidedly  against  angling,  and  although  the  rivers,  as  a 
whole,  are  reported  in  fairly  good  trim  for  fly  fishing, 
there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  much  done.  The 
river  Wharfe  has,  perhaps,  afforded  the  best  sport.  Along 
the  Otley  lengths  trout  have  been  captured  rather  far  into 
the  evening,  some  very  decent  baskets  being  taken,  mostly 
with  the  Orange  Partridge,  March  Brown,  Light  and  Dark 
Snipe,  Waterhen,  and  Dark  Spanish  Needle.  A  number 
of  rods  have  also  been  out  on  the  Tadcaster  reaches  of  the 
Wharfe,  and  some  nice  baskets  secured,  some  ranging 
from  seven  to  twenty-two  floundei  s  for  the  day.  A  few 
eels  have  also  been  taken.  The  members  of  the  Otley 
Angling  Club  recently  dined  toeether,  and  made  a  pre- 
sentation to  their  secretary,  who  has  done  much  in  rast 
years  to  encourage  fishing  on  the  lower  length  of  the 
Wharfe  rented  by  the  club,  this  water  affording  some  of 
the  best  angling  in  the  county,  and  it  is  well  stocked  at 
present.  The  Driffield  Club  waters,  which  are  equally 
celebrated  in  their  way,  opened  about  the  same  date, 
Col.  Charlesworth's  catch  of  five  and  a  half  brace  being 
fairly  satisfactory,  considering  the  state  of  the  water  and 
the  atmosphere.  There  has  been  moderate  sport  on  the 
Ouse  and  the  Fos3,  the  best  takes  of  trout  having  been 
made  with  the  worm. .  Local  anglers  have  taken  home 
nice  jack,  eels,  and  flounders. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

W.  S.— The  fly  is  a  Blue  Dun.  Body,  hare's  ear  or 
water  rat's  fur  ribbed  with  yellow  silk,  dun  hen's  hackle 
for  legs,  darkish  starling  for  wing.  Also  kills  well  if 
dressed  with  a  gut  body  stained  a  dark  brown. 

Baxlygunge. — Will  you  kindly  send  us  your  name  and 
address  ?    Your  card  has  been  mislaid. 

S.  H.  A.  B. — Your  communication  was  not  accom- 
panied by  name  and  address. 


[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.'] 

A  DISCLAIMER. 
Sir, — It  having  been  reported  in  the  angling  column  of 
the  Weekly  Dispatch  on  May  !>,  and,  we  believe,  in  other 
papers  also,  that  two  men  named  Frankum  and  Bristow 
had  been  summoned  by  the  Reading  and  District  Angling 
Association  for  netting  fish  during  the  close  time  from  a 
tributary  of  the  Kennet,  and  that  they  were  respectively 
fined  £1  9s.  and  19s. ,  including  costs,  we  trust  you  will 
allow  us  the  opportunity  of  stating  in  the  columns  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  that  we  are  not  the  individuals  mentioned, 
and  know  nothing  whatever  of  them,  and  that  neither  of 


us  have  been  in  Reading  or  the  neighbourhood  for  the 
past  eighteen  months.  As  the  names  given  by  the 
offenders  are  exactly  identical  with  our  own,  the  para- 
graph in  question  is  calculated  to  do  us  some  considerable 
harm  if  allowed  to  pass  unnoticed. 

Apologising  for  having  to  trouble  you  in  the  matter— 
We  are,  yours,  &c,  Charles  Frankum, 

Arthur  Bristow 
(Members  of  the  Camden  A.S.). 

The  Victory,  Clarence-road,  Kentish  Town. 

[This  reminds  one  at  once  of  "  The  Strange  Case  of  Dr, 
Jekyll  and  Mr.  Hyde,"  by  R.  L.  Stevenson.— Ed. J 


THE  FRANCIS  FLY. 
Dear  Sir,— The  above  beautiful  and  well  known  fly 
reminds  me  of  King  David  in  being  "  fearfully  and 
wonderfully  made,"  and  "  fashioned  behind  and  before," 
in  a  manner  which  speaks  the  hand  of  a  master.  I  have 
just  had  half  a  dozen  of  them  sent  to  me  from  a,  or  the, 
great  northern  house,  but!  just  feel  that  I  cannot  line  up 
to  them.  In  my  writing  desk  I  found  an  old  satin 
envelope,  the  sight  of  which  almost  dimmed  my  eye,  for 
reasons  it  may  be  interesting  not  to  state,  and  about  which 
hung  a  faint  perfume,  which  was  stronger  twenty-five  years 
ago,  but  even  now  was  sufficient  to  raise  the  lust  for  one 
vivid  moment — with  what  b'ghtning  flash  odours  bring 
recollections! — and  into  this  envelope  I  put  my 
"Francises"  with  respectful  trembling  hands.  No;  I 
could  not  fish  flies  like  those  on  a  highland  moor  loch, 
nor  chuck-and-chance  a  dream-like  creation  of  seraph's 
feather  resting  upon  Aurora's  tell-tale  blush  struggling 
through  the  "living  green"  of  the  love  blessed  bower 
where  her  lover  lay  asleep  among  the  reeds  which  fringe  a 
sluggish  Irish  river.  To  stick  a  thing  of  beauty  like  this 
fly  in  a  bulrush,  and  leave  it  there  with  6in.  of  gut  dangling 
from  it  would  be  simply  a  profanation.  Were  one  where 
"  Alph  the  sacred  river  ran,"  or  by  the  waters  of  Babylon 
what  time  the  harps  of  banished  Israel  hung  silent  on  the 
willows,  there  the  situation  might  justify  the  mounting  of  a 
Francis,  but  in  this  dull  world  no  man  of  any  sensibility 
could  possibly  mount  the  like  without  feelings  of  self- 
reproach. 

So  much  we  owe  to  ourselves  to  say.  But,  after  all,  the 
angler,  like  other  son3  of  Adam,  has  his  moments  of 
vandalism,  his  fits  of  savage  recklessness  born  of  defeat 
and  despair,  when  he  would  tear  the  fairest  feathers  from 
the  very  dove  that  brought  Noah  the  olive  branch,  to  dress 
a  hook  if  he  thought'  that  would  fetch  them,  and  in  this 
respect  I  fear  I  am  no  better  than  other  men— and  anglers. 
Therefore  I  beg,  though  half  ashamed  to  do  it,  that  some 
kind  reader  will  of  his  knowledge  let  me  know  under  what 
circumstances  of  season,  weather,  and  water,  this  lovely 
fly  is  likely  to  kill.  I  feel,  in  fact,  that  without  an  excuse 
of  some  sort  for  doing  so,  I  should  never  be  able  to  bring 
myself  to  "scutch"  this  most  artistic  and  graceful 
combination  of  all  things  bright  and  beautiful  just  as  if  it 
were  a  mere  Hare's  Lug  or  March  Brown,  or  the  like. 

Mona. 

[Any  one  who  reads  Mr,  Francis  Francis's  description 
of  the  fly  which  he  invented  will  find  it  difficult  to  say 
when  and  where  it  can  not  be  used  with  advantage — it  is 
dressed  from  miige  to  salmon  fly  size. — Ed.] 

THE  BLACK  GNAT. 

Dear  Sir, — It  ha3  been  asserted,  I  believe,  on  good 
authority,  that  when  the  Black  Gnat  is  thick  upon  the 
water  it  is  practically  impossible  to  take  trout.  On  three 
occasions  lately,  whilst  fishing  lakes  in  North  Wales,  I 
have  had  the  truth  of  this  statement  confirmed.  The 
water  was  covered  with  Black  Gnats,  a  fair  sprinkling  cf 
Mallards,  and  a  few  Blue  Duns,  and  the  fish  were  feeding 
furiously.  I  tried  the  Black  Gnat  dressed  in  several  ways, 
various  patterns  of  the  Mallard  or  Mackerel,  Blue  Duns, 
and  sundry  other  flies,  and  the  result  was  only  two  or 
three  fish.  These  I  opened,  and  found  them  simply 
crammed  with  Black  Gnats  and  nothing  else,  whilst  I  had 
not  even  had  a  rise  to  the  artificial  fly. 

Now,  there  is  in  my  mind  a  vague  notion  that  some- 
where, sometime,  I  have  read  the  recommendation  of  a 
certain  fly  or  flies  to  be  used  under  such  circumstances, 
and  I  should  be  very  glad  if  any  of  your  correspondents 
would  be  kind  enough  to  say  if  there  is  any  truth  in  my 
notion,  and,  if  so,  what  the  fly  or  flies  to  be  used  are.  I 
am  also  inclined  to  think  that  the  ordinary  artificial  Black 
Gnat  must  be  a  very  poor  imitation  to  be  so  utterly 
rejected  when  the  fish  are  greedily  takiDg  the  natural 
insect. 

If  anyone  has  found  a  taking  pattern,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  of  it.— Yours,  &c,  A.  G.  Edwards. 

CLOSE  TIME  FOR  FRESHWATER  FISH. 

Sir, — On  Friday,  April  30,  there  was  a  prosecution  at 
the  Salford  Police  Court  against  a  local  fish  dealer  for 
having  in  his  possession  a  large  quantity  of  bream  during 
the  close  season, and  a  conviction  obtained.  Unfortunately, 
for  the  good  of  the  sport,  the  cases  are  numerous,  but  too 
seldom  taken  up. 

I  happened  to  come  across  your  Calendar  for  last  year, 
and  looking  through  your  notes  under  the  above  heading,  I 
notice  you  make  no  reference  to  the  Act  of  1884.  When 
"  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Acts  1878  and  1884  "  are  read 
together,  you  will  observe  some  important  alterations, 
which  render  your  notes  hardly  correct.  For  instance,  in 
your  first  paragraph  you  except  parts  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk.  Under  the  Act  of  1884  this  partis  repealed,  and 
it  applies  to  all  England  and  Wales.  See  sect.  8  of  1884. 

It  would  also  appear  from  sect.  6  of  1884  that  the 
def  nition  of  freshwater  fish  is  wider  than  in  sect.  11  of 
1878,  as  it  includes  all  fish  but  "  salmon,  migratory  or 
non-migratory,  and  will  therefore  clearly  apply  to  eels, 
as  to  which  gome  doubt  existed  under  the  previous  Act," 
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With  alt  due  deference,  I  think  it  wise  that  your  readers 
should  be  properly  posted  up,  ia  order  that  they  may  not 
be  misled.— Yours  faithFully,  Etherow. 

Marple  Biidge,  May  7. 

[We  are  obliged  to  our  correspondent  for  his  note,  but 
we  thick  if  he  makes  inquiries  in  Norfolk  and  SuftVlk  he 
will  find  we  are  correct.  Tte  Freshwater  Fisheries  Aots 
1878  and  1884  apply  to  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  except  sect.  XI 
(1),  (2),  and  (3),  which  are  the  close  time  provisions 
Eels  were  held  to  be  included  in  the  1884  Act,  but  a 
special  Act  of  Parliament  was  passed  taking  them  out  — 
Ed. J 

FISHING  AT  WINDERMERE. 
Sir,— "Chapman"  will  find  the  following  streams  at 
his  service  on  paymcntof  2s.  Cd.  (licence),  ard  of  voluntary 
contribution  to  the  local  association   should  he  be  gene- 
rously disposed,    viz.,    Winster   and   Troutteck  from 
Bowness,  Rothay,  Brathay,  Stock  Ghyll,  at  Amberside, 
and  the  Leven  at  Lakeside  (open  from  the  lake  to  Newby 
Bridge).    All  these  streams  are  good  in  a  fresh  ;  both 
worm  and  fly  are  used  with  success.    The  trout  do  not  run 
large,  except  in  the  Leven  and  the  Rothay,  between  the 
lake    and    Rothay  Bridge.    These    last  named  places 
are   good    when    the    water   is   low,    if    the  angler 
can    fish    "dry."    He    may    (hen    secure    good  fish 
ot   lib.    and   more.    The   month    of   June   is  gocd 
for   the    lake,   as    the    Green  Drake  is  then  up  in 
abundance,  and  is  eagerly  sought  after.    The  lake  is  well 
stocked,  and  the  fish  are  gcod  in  sine  and  quality.  They 
rise  freely,  but  are  apt  to  come  short— one  hooked  out  of 
six  rises  is  good.     Why  is  this  ?     I  think  Mr.  Wm. 
MeBride,  in  your  last  issue,  mentions  a  point  which  is 
worthy  of  attention.     He  says  that,  "A  trout  comes 
close  to  the  bait,  be  it  what  it  may,  with  its  mouth 
shut,  on  opening  which  to  take  the  bait  a  vacuum  is 
formed,  and  the  fly  or  bait  rushes  in  with  the  water 
to  fill  it.      On  Windermere  the  majority  of  tn^lers 
fish  the  lee  shore  from  a  boat,  and  cast  down  wind.  Trout 
he  With  their  heads  upwind,  to  secure  any  insects  that  may 
drift  over  them.    The  angler  may  place  a  fly  in  front  of 
the  trout,  to  which  the  trout  rises,  but  if  the  line  is  taut 
when  the  vacuum  is  caused  by  the  opening  of  the  mouth 
the  fly  is  dragged  somewhat,  and  does  not  enterthe  trout's 
mouth  as  a  natural  fly  would.    Hence  we  have  the  short 
rise.   Now  for  practice.    Your  muscular  tissue  must  be 
in  order    to    cast    long    against    an    average  breeze 
on  this  lake.    However  well  you  may  cast,  the  line 
becomes   bellied  back    to   you    somewhat,  and  thus 
spoils  the  strike.     But  if  you  flog  across  the  wind 
and  use  flies  fairly  dry,  I  think  you  will  meet  with  fair 
sport.    This  is  my  own  experience,  and  I  should  like  to 
hear  that  of  many  others  who  have  had  experience  of  the 
lake.    We  too  often  hear  that  it  is  disappointing,  but  it  is 
not  from  lack  of  trout.    The  fish  may  have  inherited  a 
tendency  to  avoid  fur  and  feather,  as  their  ancestors  were 
cruelly  tormented  with  cross-lines  until  such  method  was 
forbidden  some  ten  years  ago.— Yours  truly,        B  eta 


yards  below  a  shy  feeder,  had  the  satisfaction  of  seoing  his 
fish  begin  rising  again.    Of  course,  he  put  him  down  in 
the  first  instance,  though  he  wriggled  silently  as  a  snake 
through  the  grass  to  his  point  of  vantage.    I  knew  him  1 
say,  to  bo  foiled  by  his  rousing,  with  his  first  preparatory 
movement  for  a  cast,  a  wretched  frog  that  lay  crouching  at 
his  elbow,  for  at  the  reptile's  first  hop  away  from  the 
river  down  went  that  fish.    And  it  was  not  a  heavy  frog 
either.    Oh,  your  Drake  feeder  in  some  of  our  rivers  is 
simply  all  hair  spring,  and  wants  some  circumventing  I 
assure  you,  Kir.    To  go  above  him  and  float  a  "  buzzer  " 
down  stream  with  a  hook  in  it  does  not  so  much  frighten 
him  as  insult  him,  and  he  dees  not  forget  an  outrage  of 
that  sort   in   a  hurry.     At  the  same  time  the  most 
important  fact  is  to  be  noted  that  your  river  trout  w  ill  often 
teed  on  the  Drake  on  days  when  the  lake  fish  would  not 
look  at  one.    So  I  shall  probably  give  a  floater  a  trial,  and 
should  therefore  feel  much  obliged  for  a  kindly  word  of 
guidance  on  this  oil  business.    Is  the  oil  to  be  had  ready 
tor  use  in  suitable  bottles  •  and,  if  so,  can  it  be  safely  sent 
by  post  ?    Where  is  it  to  be  got  ?    Do  you  oil  to  begin 
with,  or  wait  till  the  fly  begins  to  flounder  and  go  under  » 
Witt  ordinary  paraffin  do,  and  how  is  it  applied?  Shove 
him  in  neck  and  crop,  and  then  shake  him  out  ?  I  shall  bo 
very  grateful  for  some  light  on  these  points.— Yours,  &e  , 

rmi     ,     .  .        .  .  MONA. 

^Ihat  jumping  frog  story  is  gcod.  Messrs.  Farlow  sell 
a  correct  tip  '  oil  bott'e  with  oil  in  it  (any  gicd  paraffin 
will  do)  There  is  a  camel's  hair  brush  in  the  cork.  You 
simply  draw  out  the  cork,  the  brush  comes  with  it  and 
just  touch  the  wings  and  hackle  with  the  oiled  brush 
Ihen  cast  the  fly  a  few  1im<  s  on  the  water,  and  flick  it  in 
i  ^/-'^  Wl11  tten  look  like  an  unoilod  fly,  and  float 
splendidly,  only  requiring  a  flick  or  two  in  tho  air  after 
each  cast. — Ed.]   

FISHING  AT  ILFRACOMBE. 
t  Sir,— Will  you  allow  me  to  say  in  the  F.  G.  that 

1  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  any  reader  who  will  write  me 
privately  at  the  following  address,  46,  Thornbill-road 
Islington,  N.,  giving  me  information  as  to  the  s:a  fishing 
at  Iltracombe  m  June.— Yours  faithfully,  X. 

FISHING  ON  EAST  COAST  OF  IRELAND. 
Dear  Sir,— I  propose  to  take  a  hol'day  end  of  May 
tor  fishing  on  east  coast  of  Ireland  (salmon  and  sea 
trout) ,  staying  at  hotels.  Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers 
help  me  and  tell  me  where  I  am  likely  to  get  sport  ?— 
Yours  faithfully,    W.  P  Clarke. 

FISHING  IN  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
DhAR  Sir,— Will  any  of  your  corresponden's  be  good 
enough  to  give  me  their  experiences  of  fishing  in  Loch 
bhuj,  Sutherlandshire,  and  Lech  Griam  ia  the  beginning 
ot  J  une  ;  and  what  are  the  most  taking  flies  for  these  lochs ; 

h,5  be8t  slze  of  hooks  for  same,  and  oblige.— Yours 
faithfully,  .  S  W  B  S 


"  THE  DRY  FLY." 
.   Dear  Sir,— Hasthe  name  "  Dewar,"  in  connection  with 

*he  •  I?ry,  ,,Fly'  struck  Jcn-  A  lady  Mend  of  mine 
inquired  at  Mudie's  for  it  ("  The  Book  of  the  Dry  Fly  ") 
and  by  the  smiles  that  appeared  upon  the  faces  of  the 
assistants,  she,  not  being  an  angler,  thought  she  might 
have  made  a  mistake,  and  that  the  title  of  the  book  might 
have  teen  "The  Book  of  the  '  Dry '  Angler  '  "—Yours 
faithfully,  G.  Washington  Isaac. 

THE  "  OIL  "  FLY. 
_  Dear  Sir,— Though  winter  still  lingers  in  the  lap  of 
May  (hailstones  the  size  of  eggs  fell  here  yesterday),  still 
hope  spr.ngs  eternal  in  the  human  breast,  all  of  which 
translated  into  plain  prose  means  that  some  of  us  expect 
to  see  a  ris  3  or  at  least  tho  commencement  of  a  rise  of  May 
Fly  before  this  present  month  is  &ut,  in  spite  of  the  fearful 
cold  of  these  its  early  days.  And  when  this  brightest  and 
most  fascinating  of  the  promises  of  May  shows  signs  of 
happy  fruition,  I  mean,  with  Heaven's  permission,  to 
betake  myself  for  a  brief  space  to  my  "  rative  oisle,"  first 

jim  ov  the  say,"  and  see  whether  the  trout  stil  Irise  in 
the  Shannon  and  its  tributary  waters.  Now,  given  good 
weather  for  the  dap,  steady  breeze  and  genial  warmth,  a 
paesing  shower  by  times,  cloud  and  sunshine  in  the  propor- 
tion of  Falstaff's  sack  to  his  ha'porth  of  bread— always  have 
one  hour's  sunshine  (not  too  glaring)  distributed 
judiciously  over  a  May  Fly  day  for  your  life  !  Given  I 
say,  those  choice  advantages  and  blessings,  my  Clarks  and 
Gems  and  other  floateis  of  sorts  shall  continue  to  repose 
untouched  in  the  tin  box  where  tbey  have-now  been  lying 
for  some  years.  Nothing  but  tie  natural  insect  shall 
under  the  above  happy  conditions,  be  used  by  me  on 
Shannon  lake ;  but  disappointment  dogs  the  steps  of  the 
mcst  virtuous  by  times,  and  it  is  just  possible  that  the 
weather  may  leave  much  to  be  desired.  In  that  case  I 
mean  to  try  some  of  the  rivers  within  practicable  distance 
of  headquaiters,  and  it  is  here  my  "  oil  "  fly  may  come  on 
Dapping  on  rivers  is  a  weariness  of  the  flesh. 

You  spend  half  your  time  trying  to  catch  flifs,  which 
are,  of  course,  blown  over  to  the  lee  side  of  the  river  (from 
which  the  wind  makes  it  impossible  to  fish)*  the  moment 
they  rise  from  the  water,  and  a  profuse  rise  of  fly  en  our 
rivers  is,  in  my  experience,  rare  ;  while,  last  of  all,  it  ia  a 
nuisance  to  have  to  carry  a  "  cage  "  for  them  miles  out  to 
the  water  and  back  again.  And  then  the  difficulty  of 
dapping  a  largo  river  with  bare,  low  banks  is  almost 
insuperable,  for,  among  other  things,  a  trout's  rower  of 
;jision  is  so  abnormally  developed  in  the  May  Fly  season 
that  the  more  you  try  to  hide  the  more  he  sees  you  while 
his  keenness  of  sight  is  a  mere  trifle  tohisactteness  of  ear 
or  let  us  call  it  his  sensitiveness  to  bank  vibrat'on.  I  hive 
known  an  old  hand  on  the  Brusria  who,  after  half  an  hour's 
noiseless  crouching  in  lush  meadow  grass  on  the  bank  fifteen 


ONE  FISH  ON  TWO  HOOKS — FLIES, 
i  bI!?>ri:  •  6  Iately ,  noticed  acoounts  in  your  paper  of 
two  fash  being  captured  on  one  hook,  but  did  you  ever  hear 
ot  one  fish  being  captured  on  two  hooks)— flies  ?  Anyway 
I  did,  and  this  is  the  story,  if  you  think  it  worth  publish- 
ing, and  which,  I,  for  one,  believe  to  be  true.  The  story 
was  told  to  me  by  a  well-known  character  on  the  river 
jbann,  the  late  Jamie  Campbell,  lockkeeper  at  Caronroe  • 
and,  according  to  it,  he  and  another  were  poaching,  Jamie 
rowing  the  boat,  and  the  other  "minding  "  the  two  rods 
lying  over  the  stern,  herling  the  river,  when  nearly 
simultaneously  both  rods  got  a  pull,  and.havinggoteshore, 
they  landed  a  salmon  having  in  its  mouth  a  fly  of  each  rod 
—1  am,  &c.,    Poorbeah. 

TWO  FISH  ON  ONE  HOOK. 
Dear  Sir,   I  notice  Mr.  Hobts's  letter  re  the  above  in 
your  last  issue    The  only  way  I  can  account  for  it  is  that 
the  first  fish  having  taken  the  bait,  the  bait  must  have 
pafsjd  out  at  one  of  the  gill  covers  and  been  immediately 
seized  by  another  member  of  the  school.    I  refrained  from 
giving  this  incident  for  the  very  reasons  given  by  Mr 
Hobbs.    We  were  staying  at  Mac's  Royal  Hotel,  Galway 
and  our  fisherman,  whom  Mr.  Mac  provided,  was,  if  I 
remember  rightly,  named  Connor.  Anyhow,  Mr.  M.  would 

know.- 1  ours,  &c,    B.  R.  Bambrihok. 

Eton. 

THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 
'  v,'-K'  f.hould  l^e  to  ask  Mr.  Elsmore  what  good  are 
I  ubhc  meetings  when,  you  want  to  get  at  the  opinion  of 
a  particular  club,  and  to  outside  organisation  can  attend 
and  swamp  the  members.  Mr.  -Elsmore  also  knows  that  he 
and  his  friends  have  rendered  public  meetings  impossible, 
it  we,  on  our  side,  were  to  beat  up  our  friends,  and  the 
two  forces  met,  a  breach  of  the  peace  would  ensue,  and 
some  unfortunate  publ'cm  would  lose  his  licerca  There 
is  one  question  I  should  like  to  put  to  Mr.  Elsmore,  and 
that  is  when  he  attends  a  public  meeting  he  don't  con- 
sider  that  leading-  men  should  do  their  best  to  maintain 
order,  and  endeav.-ur  to  get  a  fair  hearing  for  both  sides  P 
i  °tUA  ,  .attende<l  <he  meeting  at  the  Spread  Eagle 
onJy  1  thought  it  was  a  meeting  for  members  only.  The 
assertion  that  the  Foley  Club  had  joined  the  Central 
created  great  indignation  at  their  headquarters  last  even- 
ing, where  a  meeting  was  being  he'd,  and  a  unanimous 
vote  was  earned  in  favour  of  unity.— Yours,  &c, 

L.  J.  Marriott  (WaltoniauA  S). 

Dear  Sir  —As  an  unsophisticated  fisherman,  innocently 
believing  in  the  brotherhood  engendered  by  the  gentle  art. 
I  am  astonished  at  the  angry  tone  of  the  controversy 
teing  earned  on  m  jour  valuable  paper  re  the  desiiability 
or  no  ot  -unity  or  division  in  the  management  of  those 
nutters  which  angling  clubs  must  unite  to  secure. 


Our  privileges  have  been  secured  by  the  paitial  unity 
anglers  have  succeeded  in  showing,  how  much  more  might 
have  been  achieved  had  there  been  entire  unanimity 

amongst  us  ? 

I  am  persuaded  in  my  own  mind  that  with  one  large 
representative  association  such  matters  connected  with 
our  interests  which  render  interference  necessary  on  the 
P£I  •  of.,county  councils  or  rolitic'aus,  would  be  easier  to 
obtain  it  a,  united  front  were  shown,  and  espeually  woul4 
this  be  so  if  provincial  clubs  could  be  persuaded  to  join  in 
our  crusades,  for  should  we  not  b3  able  to  show  a 
respectable  amount  of  public  opinion,  and  to  bring  all  out 
civilised  resources  to  bear  upon  any  point  we  might  wis| 
to  carry. 

~  I  cannot  think  that  Mr.  Elsmore's  letter  in  your  currest 
issue  does  him  any  credit  ;  but  he,  by  his  tone,  seems  H 
indicate  the  way  the  wind  is  blowing. 

The  Central  Association  as  the  "  Vicar  of  Bray  "  in  the 
anghng  world  is  a  spectacle  at  wlrcb  some  ang'ers  are? 
laughing,  and  with  which  many  are  disgusted. 

It  is  the  voice  of  the  club  members  we  should  like  to 
h?ar,  m  a  plain  yea  or  nay,  not  the  declamation  of 
interested  officials.— Yours  truly,  Gko.  A .  Smith".  I 

Dear  Sir,— No  authority  has  been  given  to  the 
Central  Association  to  enrol  the  Foley  Angling  Society. 
It  will  be  quita  time  for  that  association  to  do  so  when  an 
appl  cation  is  made,  and  I  do  not  ask  the  secretary  of  that 
t  s  ociation  to  do  my  business,  I  am  quite  capable  of  doing  * 
that  myself.  We  are  enrolled  on  the  Anglers'  As;oe:a- 
tion,  and  are  satisfied.— Yours,  &c, 

H.  S.  Norr is,  Secretary  Foley  A.S.  ■ 

HOW  IT  STRIKES  A  STRANGER! 

Sir,— - 

I'm  but  an  "  ou'sider  "  ;  "  'Tain't  no  funeral  of  mine  "  jLJ 
But  it  hurts  the  name  of  angler  when  our  brotherhood 

combine 

To  vent  their  acrid  vapours— or,  keen  irony  of  fate  ' 
Write  letters  to  the  papers  that  appear  one  month  too  'ate.f 

Oh  the  gentle,  kiudly  angler  in  the  genial,  balmy  spring  U- 
How  he  loves  his  fisher-brother,  whom  he  "  slates  "  like 
anj  thing ! 

And  from  goodness  knows  what  motive,  sive  egregious 

vanity, 

Sets  fellow  anglers  by  the  ears  in  name  of  "  Unity  '' ! 

One  can  pity  you,  poor  ninnies,  be  ye  medical  or  lay, 
Whom  conoeit  or  sheer  unwisdom  may  have  thrust  in'oij 

the  fray ; 

Catspaws  of  your  own  creating  to  a  somewhat  rabble  rout,  J 
But  it's  not  exhilarating  when  the  public  fir  ds  you  out ! 

Mighty  shade  of  Izaak  Walton  !    In  the  grave  your  bones!! 

must  turn 

To  83e  your  followers  professed  with  spite  and  envy  burn, 
With  the  kindliness  of  serpents,  and  sagacity  of— geese 
Insinuating  motives  in  the  names  of  love  and  peace. 

To  see  ourselves  as  others  do,  is  useful  but  unpleasant  •  J 
(As  was  said  in  nobler  language  by  Scotia's  to  it-peasant).! 
So  I  wish  your  "  Utitirians  "  just  a  grain  of  common- ■ 

sense; 

And  the  merest  trace  of  logic  — 

Yours  respectfully, 
May  L    T.  Spence. 

AMALGAMATION. 
Dear  Sir,— In  a  letter  signed  W.  H.  Elsmore  in  J 
la  t  Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette,  he  says  :  "  It  is  about  J 
time  that  the  onslaught  on  the  Central  was  dropped  by  the"! 
miserable  minority  who  started  it."    Now,  I  fail  to  s«m| 
there  has  "been  any  onslaught  on  the  Central  any  more  ! 
than  there  has  been  on  the  A. A.    The  meetings  were! 
called  to  hear  the  views  of  both.    But,  sir,  the  meeting* 
that  was  called  at  the  Sessions  House  Hotel  was  the  most H 
disgraceful  meeting  thatleveratfend9d.  Mr.  Elsmore  was M 
there  with  a  very  noisy  friet  d,  and  everyone  who  at-fl 
tempted  to  speak  wes  howled  down  by  himsslf  and  party.  M 
With  regard  to  the  offering  Mr.  Wade  a  good  berth,  SM 
don't  balieve  ore  word  of  it.  There  was  no  one  empowered 
•with  that  authority.     Why  not  give  the  name,  if  so?  W 
Now,  it  is  only  two  months  ago  that  the  committes  met-^M 
that  is,  three  of  the  C.A.  ard  three  of  A.A.— to  divide  thil 
money  that  was  gathered  for  the  preservation  and  stock-! 
ing  the  waters  under  the  c3ntrol  of  the  different  pre- 
servation societies.    After  we  had  done  that,  Mr.  WadeS 
brought  forward  his  echeme  of  putting  a  tax  on  all  clubs 
before  they  were  allowed  their  privilege-cards  (from-lOs.  tid.  J 
fifty  members,  to  £1  Is.  one  hundred  members,  and  so  on.)  4 
Mr.  Manning  demurred  at  tho  propr  sil,  pointing  out  that 
the  A.  A.  was  paying   Is.  for  every  member  enrolled  fl 
for  preservation.    They  pay  for  preserving  tho  Lea  and 
Stort  out  of  their  funds  ?  What  do  the  C.A.  pay  ?  TheieH 
members  fish  it  as  much  as  those  of  the  A. A.    They  dof 
not  pay  one  halfpenny.    Mr.   Wade's  answer  was  the 
had  never  been  asked.    Do  they  want  to  be  asked  to 
their  duty?   Another  objec'-'e.-son.    On  the  last  Sued 
in  February  I  went  to  Langford  Hall  to  fish.  Wh 
I  was  waiting  at  Whitham  for  the  train,  Mr.  Georj 
Watling  came  to  me,  ard  asked  me  to  allow  him  to  fish l 
Langford  Hall.     I  said  I  had  no  objection  as  far  - 
I  was  concerned.    But  it  struck  ire  hew  bad  it  was'f 
a  member  of  ono  aesociaticu  to  ask  a  memb.  r  of  .moth 
to  allow  him  to  fish.    Now,  if  it  were  for  this  akne  (tl 
demand  for  our  teing  united),  we  ought  to  be  able  ' 
fish  as  a  right,  not  as  a  favour. 

I  trust  the  club  mem  be)  s  will  take  the  matter  in  theit 
own  hands,  ard  out  of  the  hands  of  either  ossoruitiou. 
There  are  many  .thoughtful  anglers  who  do  not  mind 
paying  for  the  preservation  of  the  waters  they  fish,  without 
beirg  taied  indirectly,— Yours,  &c._,  R.  Mcrpht. 

Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


May  22,  1897J 
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WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  22nd,  1897. 
HINTS  ON  ANGLING  FOR  GRILSE. 


If  any  of  our  forefathers  who  fished  for  salmon, 
say,  on  the  Dee,  in  the  early  years  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Victoria,  and  even  later,  were  to  look  up 
now,  nothing  would  surprise  them  more  than  the 
advances  which  have  been  made  in  the  art  of 
salmon  fishing.  Not  the  legist  of  these  is  the 
institution  of  a  regular  summer  teason,  and  the 
adoption  of  a  regular  summer  set  both  for  salmon 
and  grilse  angling. 

Tf  any  adventurous  angler  had  proposed  angling 
for  salmon  thirty  years  ago  or  so  in  the  months 
of  June  and  July,  or  if  he  had  proposed  using 
iinything  shorter  than  a  21ft.  rod  for  the  purpose, 
he  would  have  been  considered  "  off  his  head,"  or 
laughed  at  for  a  fool. 

Then,  all  salmon  angling  ceased  with  the  advent 
of  May,  and,  unless  in  a  big  spate,  the  river  was 
never  thought  of,  even  by  the  local  keepers.  As 
for  the  sportsmen,  they  had  betaken  themselves 
long  ere  then  to  pastures  new,  or  other  engage- 
ments in  the  south.  In  a  spate,  the  keeper,  with 
his  salmon  pole  and  a  yellow  bellied  minnow,  or  a 
2in.  spring  hook,  might  now  and  again  succeed  in 
grassing  a  fresh  run  salmon,  or  even  a  grilse ;  but 
it  was  more  by  chance  than  good  management, 
and  so  seldom  did  success  crown  the  efforts  put 
forth,  that  these  soon  ceased  altogether,  or  were 
only  entered  upon  by  the  more  enthusiastic,  or 
from  the  sheer  want  of  having  nothing  else  to  do. 


When  grilse  were  plentiful  at  any  particular 
spot,  as  was  often  the  case  after  a  spate,  they  were 
usually  angled  for  with  lob  worm  on  a  large  hook ; 
and  while  the  water  remained  coloured,  and  the 
fish  fresh  up,  or  moving,  they  were  got  freely 
enough.  Always  with  the  20ft.  rod !  At  the 
month  of  the  Feugh,  on  the  Dee,  and  especially 
below  the  falls,  nothing  else  but  the  worm  was 
used.  It  is  even  so  yet ;  and  in  this  spot,  where 
the  fish  congregate  to  attempt  the  falls,  the  local 
keeper  sits  all  through  June,  and  creels  from  a 
dozen  to  two  dozen  fish  daily,  when  on  the  feed, 
varying  from  2ilb.  to  31b.,  or  over.  The  most 
successful  fisherman  in  this  connection  was  old 
George  Craven,  who  one  Monday  morning  had 
iorty-three  grilse,  all  to  the  worm,  and  who  often, 
again  and  again,  had  a  score  or  more  fish  at  a 
single  sitting.  Craven  never  continued  the  worm 
after  the  advent  of  July.  From  experience  he 
found  that  the  Feugh  grilse,  from  some  cause  or 
another,  suddenly  went  off  the  worm,  and  would 
not  look  at  it,  however  temptingly  put,  after  the 
"  dog  days  "  set  in. 

Fresh  run  grilse  are  susceptible  to  almost 
any  lure  when  once  they  have  settled  in  the  pools, 
but  after  a  time  they  acquire  a  more  dainty  taste, 
and,  either  from  the  continued  effects  of  increasing 
temperature  or  "education,"  they  eschew  such 
untutored  baits  as  worm  and  gudgeon,  and  will 
come   to   nothing    but    the    daintiest   "  Jock 


None  enjoyed  the  situation  and  the  discom- 
fiture of  the  gillies  more  than  Mr.  Brooks  did. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  that,  Donald  ?  "  he 
asked  his  then  head  keeper. 

"  Well,  Mr.  Brooks,"  replied  the  ever  ready  and 
wily  Highlander,  "it's  the  fine  water  and  the  fine 
day,  and  the  shintleman  be  a  very  goot  fisherman, 
indeed  ;  and  it's  jist  his  luck,  and  we  are  all 
proud  of  it,  Mr.  Brooks."  But  throughout  the 
"  shintleman's  "  stay  on  the  Glentana  reaches  he 
had  the  same  luck,  and  initiated  a  system  of 
angling  in  the  north  which  is  now  defined  as  the 
summer  season,  and  engaged  in  with  a  regular 
summer  set,  although  it  took  many  years  to  evolve 
and  assume  its  present  finished  up-to-date  form. 

When  the  small  fly  was  once  introduced,  the 
smaller  rod  followed,  and  even  now  for  the  heavier 
work  of  spring  and  autumn  salmon  angling  the 
angler  has  adopted  a  smaller  rod  and  much  lighter 
tackle,  for  hardly  ever  is  a  longer  than  an  18ft.  or  a 
19ft.  rod  at  most  asked  for,  and  many  prefer,  even 
in  the  heaviest  of  waters,  to  fish  with  a  17ft.,  while 
small  flies  are  more  en  evidence  all  the  season 
through  than  larger  ones,  and  the  monster  patterns, 
once  so  common,  are  seldom  seen  when  once  the 
ice  is  off  the  river. 

A  16ft.  rod  is  considered  quite  sufficient  for 
summer  work  ;  and  many  anglers  use  one  even  a 
foot  or  so  less,  with,  of  course,  correspondingly 
lighter  tackle.    The  lighter  the  tackle,  commen- 


The  Feugh  below  the  main  arch,  and  the  pot  where  the  great  hauls  of  grilse  are  made  worming  in  June. 


Scot  "  or  such  like  until  there  sets  in  another  rise 
in  the  water,  and  a  move  up  into  other  quarters, 
when  they  are  again  open  to  novitiate  baits  till 
the  water  clears.  Such  was  the  system  of 
summer  angling,  if  angling  it  may  be  called,  for 
it  was  only  engaged  in  occasionally  after  the 
orthodox  manner  of  spring  fishing  with  spring 
lures,  and  by  an  occasional  keeper  here  and  there, 
where  fish  were  known  to  congregate.  Now,  all 
this  is  changed.  To  an  English  angler  on  the 
Glentana  waters  belongs  the  credit  of  having 
first  introduced  the  small  double  iron  on  the  Dee, 
and  having  essayed  in  the  month  of  July  to  angle 
for  grilse  with  a  16ft.  rod.  Old  Gill,  who  is  now 
one  of  Sir  William  Brooks'  pensioners,  if  he  be 
still  alive,  was  his  gillie  for  the  day,  and  he  used 
to  tell  with  great  glee  the  blank  astonishment 
with  which  the  keepers  one  after  another  viewed 
the  six  grilse  landed  by  this  southern  sportsmkn 
the  first  day  out  in  that  memorable  July,  now 
some  thirty  or  more  jears  back.  When  Sir 
William  (then  Mr.  Cunliffe  Brooks)  heard  of  his 
guest's  success,  he  ordered  the  fish  to  be  laid  out 
on  the  lawn  and  sent  for  the  keepers  and  gillies 
to  view  the  sight !  In  the  morning  they  had 
pitied  old  Gill  his  bad  luck  in  being  told  off  with  a 
gentleman  so  "cracked,"  in  their  estimation, as  to 
go  on  the  river  in  July,  and  with  a  rod  little  better 
than  a  trouting  wand ;  but  in  the  evening  the 
tables  were  turned,  and  old  Gill  became  the  hero 
of  the  gun-room  for  the  nonce. 


surate  with  the  strength,  the  more  the  chances 
of  success  in  the  usually  small,  clear  summer 
waters  of  our  northern  streams. 

It  was  quite  a  common  thing  for  an  angler 
some  few  years  ago,  before  summer  angling  was 
understood  as  it  is  now,  to  have  to  "  do "  with 
some  dozen  or  so  of  grilse,  and  onl y  succeed  in 
landing  two  or  three  at  the  most.  Bat,  then,  he 
was  angling  with  a  heavy  salmon  rjd,  and  cor- 
respondingly heavy  line.  When  a  lighter  rod 
was  substituted,  the  "rises"  and  the  "hooks" 
became  kills,  and  the  tale  of  losses  reduced  in 
proportion. 

Nowhere  was  this  exemplified  more  than  one 
day  on  the  Woodend  water  of  the  Dee,  when  two 
keepers,  both  famous  fishermen,  pitted  them- 
selves with  their  usual  heavy  weapons  against 
two  expert  sportsmen,  who  had  just  adopted  the 
lighter  line  and  rod  for  summer  fishing.  It  was 
in  the  thick  of  the  grilse  season,  and  when  the 
subject  of  summer  angling  was  being  keenly 
debated  on  every  hand.  There  is  always  an 
amount  of  prejudice  to  work  down  in  the  intro- 
duction of  any  new  system,  and  anglers  are  parti- 
cularly tenacious  to  old  customs,  and  slow  to 
adopt  new  ones,  and  keepers,  who  seldom  move 
from  their  own  door,  are  particularly  adverse  to 
give  up  the  traditions  of  the'r  fathers  and  old 
masters.  Although  adopting  the  "  midge " 
salmon  flies,  these  two  worthies  still  angled  with 
their  18ft.  salmon  rods  from  one  season's  end  to 
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the  other,  and  laughed  in  their  sleeves  at  the 
attempt  to  land  grilse  on  "  trout "  tackle.  Nor 
did  they  hide  their  feelings  in  the  morning,  when 
they  paired  off  to  fish  the  water.    By  lunch 
time,     however,     their    fogged    ideas  began 
to    get    mellowed,    and    by   nightfall,  when 
the  reckoning  commenced,  their  opinions  of  the 
morning  as  to  the  virtue  of  a  trout,  or  rather 
14ft.  greenheart  versus  an  18ft.  greenheart,  rod 
for  summer  waters  had  entirely  changed.  The 
two  light-weights  had  between  them  thirteen  fish, 
scaling  from  21b.  to  3ilb.,  having  only  lost  a  fish 
each,  that  had  been  over  two  minutes  on  the 
hooks  ;  while  one  keeper  confessed  that  he  had 
lost  six  grilse  running,  and  had  only  landed  two  ; 
and  the  other  was  in  a  somewhat  similar  plight, 
but  had  only  grassed  one.  The  reason  of  so  many 
losses  with  the  heavy  rod  and  correspondingly 
heavy  line  is  not  far  to  seek.    The  mouth  of  the 
grilse  is  very  tender,  and  the  fresher  run  the  fish 
is,the  more  tender  are  its  gums.    In  addition  to 
this,  the  double  iron  is  so  sharp  that  the  least 
extra  pressure  will  tear  out  the  bit  unless  the  tiny 
fly  gets  embedded  in  the  cartilage  of  the  tongue 
or  fixed  up  in  any  of  the  bones  of  the  jaw.  With 
the  heavy  rod  it  is  not  possible  to  measure  the 
pressure  or  to  regulate  it  so  nicely  as  with  the 
lighter  wand,  and  so  after  a  turn  or  two,  a  somer- 
sault, or  a  dash  into  the  stream,  the  "  hold  "  comes 
away,  and  the  line  comes  tantalisingly  back  into 
the  angler's  face.    Even  at  the  best  grilse  have  to 
be  handled  with  the  utmost  care,  and  at  no  time 
more  particularly  so  than  when  being  beached, 
even  after  a  ten  or  twelve  minutes'  run,  when  the 
hook  will  usually  be  found  attached  to  a  mere 
thread  of  skin,  which  another  dash  would  un- 
doubtedly have  severed  had  the  blown  beauty  the 
strength  to  make  it. 

The  tenderness  of  the  mouth  of  the  fresh  run 
grilse  is  accounted  for  by  fishermen  from  the 
belief  that  all  Salmonidse  when  in  the  feeding  salt 
waters  develop  teeth,  which  they  immediately 
shed  on  entering  the  fresh  waters.    On  this 
hypothesis  it  can  be  easily  imagined  that  the 
adolescent  salar  would  be  much  more  tender  in 
the  gums  than  the  more  matured  salmon,  which 
may  have  shed  its  teeth  many  times  compared 
with  the  first  "  off  go  "  of  the  grilse.    Be  this  as 
it  may,  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  a  "  potted  " 
grilse  is  seldom  lost,  while  the  fresh  run  prize  is 
at  all  times  a  matter  of  anxiety  till  its  silvery 
form  lies  shivering  on  the  bank.    In  a  big  water 
there  is  no  saying  where  the  grilse  may  be  found, 
lhey  are  all  over  the  "  shop,"  so  to  speak,  and  more 
particularly  at  the  edge  of  a  current  or  in  a  quiet 
flat  off  the  main  stream.    When  the  river  is  small, 
and  has  sunk  to  its  lowest  summer  level,  then  the 
grilse  affect  the  necks  of  the  salmon  pools.  Here 
they  lie  close  up  to  the  very  mouth  of  rush  or 
tall  all  through  the  bright  noonday  sun,  falling 
back  into  the  deeper  waters  when  the  evening 
shadows  slant  across  the  pool,  or  reaching  up  into 
the  current  above;  and  then,- with  a  tiny  Logie, 
a  Silver  and  Blue,  or  a  mite  of   a  Gordon  or 
Ackroyd,  or  later  on  to  a  well  trimmed  minnow  or 
small    Phantom,    the    brisk    engagement  will 
commence,  which  is  the  crown  of  the  angler's  joy 
who  essays  for  grilse  in  summer  waters.    G.  M. 


father  that  day ;  but  if  you're  going  fishing, 
mother  '11  put  the  burying  off  till  the  day  after, 
because  she  doesn't  want  to  get  her  new  black 
bonnet  spoiled  with  the  weather  ! " 

This  being  thus,  it  was  hardly  surprising  that 
yesterday  should  have  turned  out  as  it  did.  If 
you  would  like  a  day  like  it,  the  recipe  for  it  is : 
Take  equal  portions  of  Christmas,  May- day, 
April,  and  March ;  add  an  iced  pair  of  bellows, 
and  a  few  healthy  hailstones.  Put  the  ingredients 
into  a  tub ;  fill  up  the  tub  with  cold  rain  cut  into 
large  lumps ;  mix  the  whole  briskly  together  for 
five  minutes,  and  then  knock  the  bottom  of  the 
tub  out. 

Considering  that  it  was  the  middle  of  May,  one 
had  a  right  to  expect  better  things.  When  I  rose 
early  in  the  morning,  there  was  neally  a  |in.  of 
ice  on  the  water  that  had  been  left  standing  out 
all  night.  Leaving  the  train  at  Bolton  Abbey 
station,  I  was  met  by  a  trap  and  a  howling,  icy 
blast. 

"  It's  very  cold  this  morning,  sir,"  said  the 
driver,  as  he  pitched  me  a  rug  and  took  up  the 
reins ;  and  after  we  had  driven  three  miles  or  so 
through  what  appeared  to  be,  if  you  only  kept 
your  eyes  shut,  the  cold  air  flue  of  a  New  Zealand 
frozen  mutton  ship,  I  meekly  replied,  "  Yes,  it  is 
cold."  It  was  rather  a  poor  answer  to  make,  but, 
after  thinking  as  hard  as  I  could  for  twenty-five 
minutes,  it  was  the  only  possible  remark  that 
would  hit  the  truth  and  make  a  bull's  eye. 

Bolton  Woods  in  spring,  even  with  the  chill  on, 
is  indeed  a  sight  for  "sair  een."  A  romantic 
sylvan  fairyland,  hemmed  in  by  mighty  crags 
and  frowning  fells  of  desolate  wilds ;  a  rich  gem 
of  vert  and  gladsomeness  in  a  setting  of  brown 
grouse-moors  and  howling  wilderness.  And 
through  it  all  the  Wharfe  roars  and  rushes  and 
tumbles,  as  it  roared  and  rushed  and  tumbled 
seven  hundred  and  more  years  ago,  when  young 
Romilly,  "  the  boy  of  Egremond,"  hunted  in  the 
woods  and,  saith  tradition,  fell  a  victim  to  its 
famous  death  trap,  "  The  Strid ; "  in  memory  of 
whose  tragic  end  the  boy's  mother  raised  the 
famous  pile,  not  far  from  the  spot  that  has  now 
left  to  us  the  venerable  ruin  of  Bolton  Priory. 

Leaving  the  trap  at  Barden  Bridge,  three  miles 
above  the  priory,  I  quickly  made  my  way  down  the 
bank  carpeted  by  the  pale  golden  glory  of  the 
primrose,  with  the  pattern  of  the  design  here 
and  there  broken  with  the  soft  blue  tints  of  the 
forget-me-not.  With  numbed  fingers  I  put  my 
tackle  together,  selected  a  cast,  and  stepped  into 
the  river.  Lightly  I  cast  my  flies  in  front, 
behindhand  likewise  round  about  me.  Not  a  fish 
was  rising.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  only  saw  one 


A 


SPRING  DAY  AT  BOLTON 
WOODS. 


It  is  Kismet !    I  cannot  help  it,  and  yet  people 
about  here  are  beginning  to  look  upon  me  as  a 
very  Jonah.    So  far  as  I  can  calculate,  I  have 
this  season  had  fifteen  days  of  trout  fishing,  and, 
with  one  solitary  exception,  on  every  blessed  day 
the  weather  has  been  most  vile.    Personally,  I 
have  suffered  quite  as  much  inconvenience"  as 
anybody  else,  but  other  people  don't  seem  to  take 
t'aat  into  consideration,  merely  contenting  them- 
selves with  laying  the  blame  on  me ;  and  now, 
when  any  of  my  neighbours  happen  to  see  me 
coming  down  the  road  in  my  waders  they  instantly 
turn  back  for  their  umbrellas  and  mackintoshes, 
and  take  insurance  tickets  at  the  railway  station 
against  accidents  from  thunderstorms  and  earth- 
quakes.   The  thing  is  getting  exceedingly  uncom- 
fortable to  a  sensitive  mind  like  mine,  and  I  quite 
foresee  that,  unless  my  luck  changes,  I  shall  be 
pestered  with  such  daily  applications  as,  "  Please, 
sir,  mother  wants  to  know  if  you're  going  fishing 
to-morrow,  because  we  were  thinking  of  burying 


fish  rise  at  the  natural  fly  during  the  whole  live 
long  day.    Not  a  fly  could  I  see  coming  down, 
and  it  puzzled  me  to  find  out  what  was  the 
artificial  imitation  of  it.    It  did  not  take  me  long 
to  discover  what  the  trout  were  taking  in  the 
artificial  line.     They  were  taking  nothing,  and 
taking  it  greedily,  too— taking  it  every  cast.  You 
couldn't  possibly  have  found  trout  anywhere 
taking  nothing  with  a  stricter  attention  to  busi- 
ness than  they  were.  Slowly  wading  down,  I  passed 
along  to  where  the  Wharfe  races  along  under 
beetling  crags  through  a  rocky  gorge,  to  thunder 
its  pent-up  forces  through  the  narrow  "  strid,"  in 
attempting  to   leap  which,  young  Romilly,  as 
scores  of  people  since  have  done,  lost  his  life.  It 
is  a  strangely  fascinating  spot,  but  the  river  here- 
abouts is  unfishable,  and  1  passed  on  Ashless  and 
lamenting.  A  little  further  down.where  theWharfe 
widens  out  again  amongst  fairy  glades,  I  noticed 
a  few  straggling  Iron  Blue  Duns  on  the  water, 
and  the  trout  begin,  half-heartedly,  to  take — the 
artificial  March  Brown.    It  was  curious.  The 
Iron  Blue  Dun  continued  to  come  down  sparsely 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  afternoon.  Not 
another  fly  was  on  the  water.    I  had  the  Dark 
Watchet,  the  hackled  imitation  of  the  Iron  Blue, 
on  my  cast,  yet  the  whole  of  my  fish — and  I 
finished  up  with  a  dozen — were  got  on  the  March 
Brown,  with  one  exception,  and  that  was  taken  on 
the  Snipe  Bloa. 

On  a  rippling  shingly  shallow,  just  at  the  foot 
of  a  quick  stream,  I  basketed  my  first  brace  of 
trout,  and  lost  them  again  shortly  afterwards  in 
an  unhappy  manner.  It  was  just  where  the  river, 
divided  into  three  by  two  romantic  wooded  islets, 
throws  itself  together  again,  when  I  trod  upon  a 
huge  slippery  slab  of  rock  that  sloped  obliquely 
into  the  water,  and  the  next  instant  I  sloped 
obliquely  into  the  water  myself.   The  lid  of  my 


creel  flew  up,  and  the  brace  of  trout  flew  out. 
Having  other  and  more  urgent  business  to  attend 
to  just  then,  I  permitted  them  to  fly  without 
making  one  single  effort  to  restrain  their  liberty, 
thus  proving  that  an  angler's  mind  in  his  supreme 
moments,  amid  the  beauties  of  Nature's  paradise, 
can  soar  far  beyond  the  mere  trifling  yearning  to 
possess  a  few  small  fish.  That  slab  of  rock  clearly  I 
ought  not  to  have  been  where  it  was,  and,  as  I 
fell,  I  instinctively  tried  to  knock  it  away  with 
my  knuckles.    But  the  rock  stopped  there.  So 
did  a  considerable  portion  of    my  knuckles. 
Fortunately  I  was  wading  very  shallow  water, -J 
and  beyond  getting  one  wader  and  one  sleeve  full 
of  river,  in  addition  to  sundry  abrasions  and  a  ?' 
shock  that  shook  the  rivets  of  my  conscience 
loose,  I  was  little  the  worse  as  I  scrambled  out  on* 
to  the  bank,  and  sat  down  to  meditate  on  what  a  J 
good,  healthy  London  'bus  driver  would  have 
remarked  under  similar  circumstances,  and  also 
to  wonder  in  a  vague,  dreamy  sort  of  way  if  it 
wouldn't  be  an  improvement,   in  wading  the 
rougher  portions  of  such  rivers  as  Wharfe,  to  '1 
have  one's  brogues  hob-nailed  all  round  the  sides 
and  tops  of  the  uppers  as  well  as  under  the  soles.  ' 

A  little  lower  down,  at  the  head  of  a  rough 
stream,  I  replaced  the  couple  of  trout  I  had  lost,  f 
and  then,  not  feeling  particularly  comfortable 
with  only  one  wading  stocking  full  of  water,  I 
succeeded  in  restoring  equilibrium  by  getting  the 
other  filled  through  a  trifling  miscalculation  in 
stepping  from  one  submerged  boulder  to  another. 
When  I  go  out  to  enjoy  myself  I  like  to  do  the 
thing  thoroughly,  but  as  yet  I  was  only  partly  J 
saturated.    Still,  I  was  in  a  fair  way  of  having  an  I 
out  and  out  happy  day,  and  the  only  thing  wanting 
was  quickly  supplied  by  the  considerate  clerk  of 
the  Weather  Bureau.    A  deep,  dark  gloom  fell 
upon  ruins  and  hall— the  Yorkshire  seat  of  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire — on  wood  and  meadow.  The 
frowning  fells  turned  to  ultra-marine,  that  quickly 
deepened  into  dark  indigo.  It  rained,  and,  let  me 
tell  you,  when  it  really  makes  up  its  mind  to  rain 
at  Bolton  Woods,  it  rains  with  the  loud  pedal  on.  "3 
I  fished  on  in  spite  of  it  all.    My  cup  of  happiness  | 
was  now  full  and  slopping  over.    With  my  back 
elevation  to  the  pitiless  storm,  I  landed  a  few 
more  trout,  and  then  I  got  hold  of  what  appeared  4 
to  be  a  whopper.    Bear  in  mind  that  the  average 
takable  Wharfe  trout  average  between  three  and 
four  to  the  lb.     From  the  strength  this  one 
displayed  I  was  sure  he  must  be  at  least  a  pound- 
and-a-halfer— perhaps  21b.  Steadily  he  kept  below 
the  surface,  and  refused  to  show  himself,  until  at 
length  I  pulled  him  in  exhausted,  and  his  tail  came  ! 
first!     He  was  not  hooked  at  all,  the  tail  fly 
having  formed  a  loop  with  the  gut,  and  lassoed 
him  round  the  tail.    He  only  weighed  about  5oz. 
It  was,  of  course,  the  March  Brown  that  had 
done  the  trick.    I  always  had  a  very  high  opinion 
of  the  March  Brown.    Half  a  dozen  more  trout  I 
landed  at  intervals,  and  then  I  left  the  river  for 
the  station,  after  a  most  enjoyable  day,  during 
which  I  had  been  frozen  to  the  marrow,  had  '. 
tumbled  into  the  river  and  barked  my  knuckles, 
overstepped  my  waders,  been  fusilladed  with  hail, 
and  drenched  with  rain.    And  yet  there  are  some 
unintelligent  people  who  solemnly  assert  that 
there  is  positively  no  fun  in  fishing.    Ye  gods  J 
and  little  fishes  !    Some  men  are  never  satisfied. 

The  Bolton  Woods'  length  of  the  Wharfe  1 
extends  for  about  five  miles  through  some  of  the  1 
loveliest  scenery  in  England,  and  "is  strictly  pre-  1 
served  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire.    It  is  well 
stocked  with  trout,  and  grayling  are  also  fairly 
abundant,  and  it  may  be  fished  by  visitors  staying  j 
at  the  Devonshire  Arms  or  the  Red  Lion  Hotel,  : 
Bolton  Bridge,  without  charge,  a  day's  fishing  1 
being  allowed  for  each  night  spent  at  either  of  J 
these  hotels  up  to  eight  days.     Trout  season  ] 
extends  from  April  1  to  October  1,  both  inclusive, 
and  fly  fishing  only  is  permitted.     On  more  . 
favourable  days  than  the  one  I  have  briefly 
described,  baskets  of  from  twenty  to  thirty  trout 
are  by  no  means  phenomenal. 

W.  Carter  Platth. 


An  Excellent  Steel  Pen.— We  can  advise 
our  readers  who  like  a  smooth  writing  and  durable 
inexpensive  steel  pen  to  send  a  post-card  for  a 
sample  of  their  selected  smooth  writing  "Royal 
Welsh  Quills"  to  the  makers,  Messrs.  Mullock 
and  Sons,  of  Newport.  They  are,  at  the  price, 
the  best  steel  pens  we  have  tried  for  some  time. 
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THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivera,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.} 

NO.  69. 
PERTHSHIRE. 
Lochs  of  Perthshire  (continued). 

Loch  Duin,  in  Strathtay,  is  on  the  estate  of 
Pitcastle,  and  a  short  distance  from  Grantully 
Railway  Station.  It  is  preserved  by  the  pro- 
prietor, Mr.  J,  Guthrie  Lornie,  of  Birnam  and 
Pitcastle.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Grantully ;  thence 
a  short  distance. 

Loch  Dupplin  is  a  pretty  little  sheet  of  water 
within  the  policies  of  Dupplin  Castle,  the  property 
of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull.  The  sport  it  yields  is 
second  to  no  loch  of  its  extent  in  the  district. 
Being  within  the  policies  of  Dupplin  Castle,  it  is 
strictly  preserved.  From  121b.  to  241b.  of  trout, 
averaging  lib.  each,  is  a  fair  day's  work.  Dupplin 
Loch  is  about  three  miles  from  Perth. 

Loch  Eaigh. — A  small  loch  about  three  miles 
above"  Loch  Rannoch,  on  the  Moor  of  Rannoch. 
It  belongs  to  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart.,  and  Mr. 
Robertson,  of  Struan,  and  is  strictly  preserved. 
It  yields  first  rate  sport.  The  Gaur  runs  through 
it,  and  connects  it  with  Loch  Lydoch  on  the  west, 
and  Loch  Rannoch  on  the  east.  Route :  By  rail 
to  Rannoch  Station ;  thence  a  short  walk. 

Loch  Earn  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Breadal- 
bane,  the  Earl  of  Ancaster  (who  has  about  one- 
half  of  it),  and  Col.  Stewart,  of  Ardvoirlich.  It  is 
about  seven  miles  long  and  about  one  and  a  half 
broad,  and  presents  some  lovely  pictures.  Rich 
wood  clothes  a  great  part  of  the  hills  on  either 
side,  and  towards  the  west  splendid  mountain 
scenery  bounds  the  horizon.  On  the  south,  "  Ben- 
voirlich's  head"  is  tossed  3o00ft.  into  the  clouds, 
forming  a  striking  object  in  a  beautiful  highland 
landscape.  There  are  two  hotels  where  anglers 
can  live  and  have  the  privilege  of  fishing  the  loch. 
The  one  is  St.  Fillan's  Hotel,  at  the  foot  of  the 
loch,  and  the  other  is  Lochearnhead  Hotel,  at  the 
head.  The  landlords  of  both  have  boats  on  the 
loch.  No  charge  is  made,  save  a  very  moderate 
one  for  the  boatmen.  Lochearnhead  is  a  nice 
place,  and  besides  this  loch  the  hotel  keeper  can 
give  permission  for  trouting  in  the  Ogle,  the 
Ample,  the  Beich,  and  the  Kendrum,  small 
streams  in  which  a  fair  basket  of  trout  may  be 
made.  St.  Fillan's  is  one  of  the  loveliest  places 
to  be  met  with  anywhere,  and,  besides  the  loch, 
the  river  Earn,  which  flows  out  of  it,  can  be  fished 
by  visitors,  and  often  yields  good  sport.  On  Loch 
Earn  from  31b.  to  101b.  may  reward  a  day's  per- 
severance, and  a  big  fellow  or  two  may  be  met  with. 
There  are  certainly  Sahno  ferox  in  the  loch, 
although  they  fight  shy  of  a  bait.  The  loch  is 
100  fathoms  deep  in  some  places,  and  in  trolling 
with  minnow  for  big  fish,  a  large  lure  and  a  heavy 
sinker  should  be  used.  Salmon  have  a  free  nan 
into  the  loch,  up  the  Earn,  but,  curiously  enough, 
very  few  are  ever  seen,  and  fewer  still  caught. 
The  cause  of  this  it  is  impossible  to  conjecture, 
for  Loch  Tay,  with  no  freer  a  run,  swarms  with 
salmon.  There  are  many  objects  of  interest  about 
Loch  Earn,  at  the  head  of  which  is  the  famous 
Glenogle,  and  a  short  distance  down  on  the  south 
side  is  Edinample  Castle,  an  interesting  old  man- 
sion belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane. 
Nearly  half-way  down  is  Ardvoirlich,  supposed  to 
be  the  Darlinvaroch  of  Scott's  "Legend  of 
Montrose."  St.  Fillan's,  at  the  foot  of  .  the  loch, 
derives  its  name  from  an  old  saint  of  the  name  of 
Fillan,  whose  memory  was  so  much  revered  by 
King  Robert  the  Bruce  that  he  had  one  of  his 
arms  carried  at  the  Battle  of  Bannockburn  by  the 
Abbot  of  Inchaff  ray.  IN  ear  the  little  village  is  a 
hill  where  a  well  is  consecrated  to  the  holy  St. 
Fillan,  and  superstition  still  invests  it  with  power 
to  heal.  The  whole  country  is  lovely.  Route — 
For  St.  Fillan's :  By  rail  to  Comrie ;  thence  by 
coach  or  hire.   For  head  of  the  Loch :  By  rail  to 


Lochearnhead ;  thence  two  miles  by  hotel  'bus, 
which  runs  during  the  summer  months. 

Loch  Errochd,  which  is  partly  in  this  county 
and  partly  in  Inverness-shire,  is  one  of  the 
wildest  and  most  magnificent  lochs  of  Scotland, 
presenting  all  along  its  shores  scenes  of  lonely 
grandeur  and  sublimity.  The  mountains  rise 
from  the  very  water's  edge  to  great  altitudes, 
their  sides  scarred  by  mountain  torrents,  and 
their  tops  here  and  there  shooting  up  into  storm- 
splintered  pinnacles.  Loch  Errochd  is  in  many 
places  extremely  deep,  and  is  throughout  dark, 
gloomy,  and  weird.  But  it  often  yields  good 
sport,  and  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  lochs  in 
Scotland  for  large  Salmo  ferox,  for  which  the 
Dalwhinnie  end  is  best,  and  the  best  time  sunrise 
in  June.  They  have  been  killed  as  heavy  as  201b., 
but  generally  they  are  smaller  than  this.  When 
hooked  they  give  splendid  sport.  They  are  much 
stronger  than  salmon  of  equal  weight,  and,  inas- 
much as  their  jaws  are  a  great  deal  tougher  than 
those  of  a  salmon,  you  are  more  likely  to  keep 
your  hold.  But  unless  your  tackle  be  first  rate, 
the  temper  of  your  hooks  good,  and  your  boat- 
men well  accustomed  to  pull  in  pursuit,  you  run 
little  chance  of  landing  a  large  ferox,  even  after 
you  have  hooked  him.  After  a  series  of  magnifi- 
cent bursts,  taking  out  from  40yds.  to  80yds.  of 
line  at  each,  he  may  either  sulk  at  the  bottom,  or, 
likelier  still,  haul  you  about  the  loch  with  a 
steady,  strong  pull.  If  your  boatmen  know  how 
to  follow,  and  you  know  how  to  humour,  a  big 
fish,  you  run  a  fair  chance  of  getting  your  gaff 
into  him  (it  should  be  in  deep  water,  not  at  the 
shore)  any  time  from  thirty  minutes  to  two  hours 
after  he  is  hooked ;  and  if  he  be  a  well-conditioned, 
well-made  ferox,  you  will  confess,  as  you  view  him 
stretched  on  the  shingle,  that  to  kill  such  a  monster 
is  well  worth  all  the  patience  you  may  have  had 
to  exercise  in  the  search.  Ferox  cut  as  red  as 
salmon,  and  taste  as  well;  but  most  men  who 
come  upon  a  good  one  like  to  have  it  stuffed  for 
their  hall  or  museum.  There  is,  as  we  have  said, 
no  loch  in  Scotland  where  a  man  may  more 
readily  hook  a  fine  specimen  than  in  Loch 
Errochd.  And,  besides  big  fish,  small  trout 
abound ;  and,  although  they  are  sometimes  shy, 
fair  baskets  are  often  made — excellent  ones  some- 
times. The  loch  can  be  fished  by  visitors  at 
Dalwhinnie  Hotel,  the  landlord  of  which  has 
boats  on  it  and  experienced  boatmen.  The  head 
of  it  is  within  a  mile  of  the  hotel.  The  best  way 
to  fish  the  loch  is  to  pull  some  five  or  ten  miles 
down,  fly  fish  there,  and  zigzag  home,  trolling  for 
ferox  ;  or  start  early,  and  troll  all  the  way  to  the 
foot  of  the  loch,  which  very  few,  however,  do,  as 
it  is  about  fourteen  and  a  half  miles  long*.  By 
far  the  best  part  of  the  loch  is  the  last  three  miles 
at  the  west  end.  The  water  is  much  shallower, 
which  produces  a  greater  quantity  of  flies  than  on 
any  other  part  of  the  loch ;  in  a  good  season  there 
is  the  chance  of  an  excellent  basket.  The  trout 
average  about  fib.,  and  give  good  -  sport,  fighting 
to  the  last.  The  quality  of  the  trout  equals  those 
of  Loch  Leven,  and  the  baskets  made  here  are 
sometimes  splendid.  We  have  known  two  anglers 
in  the  same  boat  kill  1201b.  in  one  day.  Mr.  J.  A: 
Harvie-Brown  killed,  from  6  in  the  morning  till 
12  noon,  1091b. ;  in  eleven  casts  he  landed  twenty- 
seven  trout.  The  trout  take  so  freely  sometimes 
that  it  is  a  common  occurrence  to  land  two  trout 
on  one  phantom  at  the  same  time.  At  times, 
however,  the  trout  are  very  shy,  and  little  sport 
can  be  had.  There  is  no  inn  at  the  foot  of  the 
loch,  but  there  is  a  keeper's  house  within  two 
miles  of  it,  where  a  bed  or  two  can  be  got.  The 
angler  should  troll  right  home  to  Dalwhinnie. 
This  gives  a  fair  chance  of  a  big  fish,  and  of  a 
good  basket  of  ordinary  loch  trout  from  Jib.  to 
ljlb.,  and  few  angling  excursions  will  better 
reward  the  keen  sportsman.  It  is  a  curious  fact 
that  Loch  Errochd  never  freezes,  and  the  water  is 
very  cold  in  the  hottest  day  of  summer.  The 
chief  proprietors  are  Sir  John  Ramsden,  Bart., 
Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart.,  and  Col.  Macpherson, 
of  Glentruim.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dalwhinnie ; 
thence  walk  a  mile. 

Loch  Essan  is  a  hill  loch  to  the  north  of 
Loch  Dochart.  Trout  dark  coloured,  but  very  red 
in  flesh,  and  of  rare, quality.  This  seems  to  result 
from  the  feeding,  as  they  have  been  tried  else- 
where, but  degenerated  in  quality.  It  belongs  to 
Mr.  Place,  of  Lochdochart,  whose  leave  to  fish  is 
necessary.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Crianlarich  ; 
thence  walk.       (To  be  continued.) 


FISHING  &  YACHTING  EXHIBITION 

AT  THE 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 


Fjrst  Notice. 
We  congratulate  Sir  Alfred  Jephson  and  all 
who  have  been  working  with  him  on  this  mcst 
interesting  exhibition,  and  can  assure  our  readers, 
especially  those  who  will  be  coming  up  to  London 
presently,  that  if  they  go  once  they  will  go  often. 
As  the  Angling  Editor  of  the  Field  says  in  his 
bright  "Introduction"  on  p.  209  of  the  Cata- 
logue : 

It  will  be  found  that  the  exhibits  in  the  department  of 
Inland  Fisheries  illustrate  in  a  most  interesting  manner 
the  changes,  all  in  the  ci  ection  of  progress  and  develop- 
ment, made  during  Her  Majesty 's  golden  reign.  The  space 
avai'able  for  the  section  was  limited,  but  had  it  been  of 
tec  times  the  area  it  might  hive  bsen  .easily  filled  to  the- 
uttermost. 

It  is  only  fair  to  the  members  of  the  Inland 
Fisheries  Committee,  viz.,  the  Earl  of  March, 
Mr.  Wm.  Senior,  Colonel  Custance,  and  Mr.  R.  B. 
Marston,  to  emphasise  Mr.  Senior's  note,  quoted 
above,  about  the  limited  space,  and  at  their  first 
meeting  they  saw  that  no  attempt  could  be  made 
to  get  very  large  collections  in  any  branch  of 
their  department.  For  instance,  the  most,  at- 
tractive loan  collection  of  stuffed  fish  will  not 
compare  for  size  with  many  of  those  at  previous 
exhibitions,  but  is  an  interesting  sample  of  such 
works,  not  always  of  art  it  must  be  admitted,  and 
was  all  space  would  permit. 

The  object  of  all  exhibitions  is  to  attract  those 
likely  to  be  interested  in  them,  and  the  aim  of  q 
class  paper  should  be  to  point  out,  first  of  all, 
those  things  which  will  be  of  most  interest  to  its 
readers.  We  propose  to  deal  in  this  notice  with 
the  exhibits  of  the  fishing  tackle  makers  chiefly, . 
and  we  shall  not  have  space  to  do  justice  even  to 
this  portion  of  this  extremely  interesting  Imperial 
Exhibition  in  one  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette. 
For  instance,  the  unique  and  most  instructive  loan 
collection  of  flies,  suitable  for  different  rivers, 
made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Earl  of  March, 
chairman  of  the  Inland  Fisheries  Department, 
will  require  a  notice  to  themselves,  and  so  will  the 
exhibits  of  stuffed  fish,  fish  culture,  deep  sea 
fishing,  yachting,  &c. 

A  word  of  warning  here  may  save  some  of  our. 
readers  the  disappointment  and  vexation  of  a 
visit  to  the  Imperial  Institute  when  they  will  not 
be  admitted  unless  they  are  Fellows.  They  should 
not  go  on  Wednesdays,  which  are  reserved  for 
Fellows,  or  on  any  day  before  one  o'clock.  South 
Kensington  Station,  on  the  Underground  Railway, 
is  only  eight  or  ten  minutes'  walk  from  the 
Institute. 

Another  point  to  remember  is,  that  the  Inland 
Fisheries  Department  —  which  includes  the 
exhibits  of  fishing  tackle,  fish  culture,  waterproof 
clothing,  and  the  model  of  the  Thames — is  in  the 
North  Gallery,  two  minutes'  walk  from  the.  main 
entrance.  In  the  small  ground  plan  of  the 
Institute  given  in  our  columns  it  is  the  long 
gallery  on  the  side  opposite  the  main  entrance. 

Mrs.  Richardson  (wife  of  Mr.  John  Richardson, 
of  Kingston)  kindly  offered  occasionally  to  give  an 
exhibition  of  trout  and  grayling  fly  making,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  at  any  rate  during  the 
Jubilee  week,  visitors  may  have  the  opportunity, 
at  Stall  numbered  1G04  in  the  catalogue,  of  faking 
a  few  gratis  lessons  in  fly  making  from  Such  a 
mistress  of  this  fine  art. 

The  Fishing  Tackle  Makers'  Exhibits.  . 

At  the  extreme  west  end  of  the  North  Gallery 
will  be  found  the  exhibit  (No.  1615  iii  the 
catalogue)  of  Messrs.  F.  T.Williams  and  Co.,  of 
10,  Great  Queen-street,  London.  Miss  Williams, 
who  is  in  attendance,  seems  to  take  as  much 
interest  in  rods,  flies,  the  firm's  celebrated  crystal 
hooks,  &c,  as  her  late  mother,  and  that  is  saying 
a  good  deal.  Hundreds  of  anglers  used  to  drop 
in  at  the  pleasant  shop  in  Great  Queen-street  to 
have  a  chat  about  fish  and  fishing  with  Mrs. 
Williams ;  we  can  remember  for  over  twenty 
years  many  a  pleasant  accidental  meeting  with 
anglers  there,  for  Mrs.  W.  was  rather  fond 
of  introducing  her  customers  to  each  other. 
While  uncoiling  a  bunch  of  flies  on  gut,  or  in 
later  years  picking  out  some  you  wanted  on  eyed 
hooks,  Mrs.  W.  often  said,  in  a  stage  whisper, 
"  Do  you  know  that  gentleman  looking  at  the 
salmon  rods  ?    That  is  Mr.  Brown,  who  fishes 
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the  Shannon  every  season,  one  of  our  best 
customers."  Then,  when  attending  to  him,  you 
hear  another  stage  whisper  i  "  The  gentle- 
man looking  out  flies  at  the  other  end 
of  the  counter  is  Mr.  Jones,  he  is  thinking 
of  trying  Ireland.  I  was  telling  him  of 
the  40-pounder  you  killed  last  month,  perhaps 

you  would  not  mind-  "  Mr.  Jones  says,  "  With 

pleasure."  And  thus  began  an  acquaintance 
which  often  ripened  into  life-long  friendship. 
There  is  all  the  difference  in  the  world  between 
this  pleasant  manner  of  dealing  with  customers 


and  the  modern  machine-made  "  take  it  or  leave  it 
an'  go"  style.  It  ought  to  be  the  aim  of  the 
retail  fishing  tackle  maker  to  make  friends  of  his 
customers,  and  find  out  what  their  particular  fads 
are.  One  man  ha3  lock-fast  joints  on  the  brain. 
Well,  he  will  not  easily  find  a  better  than  that 
invented  by  Mr.  Williams,  or  anyone  more  capable 
or  willing  to  carry  out  an  improvement  or  fad  of 
any  kind,  if  it  has  any  merit  at  all.  Miss  Williams 
appears  to  think,  and  we  are  inclined  to  agree 
with  her,  that  their  "  Lathan "  multum  in  parvo 
dry  fly  and  cast  box  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 


market.  She  showed  us  an  ingenious,  inexpensive 
new  box  for  holding  dry  flies,  called  the  "  Queen." 
It  is  rather  difficult  to  describe,  but  is  well  worth 
seeing ;  and  the  same  method  of  holding  the  flies 
— by  slipping  the  points  into  minute  parchment 
pockets — is  adopted  for  hooks  and  flies  on  gut. 
If  the  flies  will  keep  in  these  minute  pockets 
in  this  way,  the  box  must  become  popular,  as  it  is 
so  cheap,  and  light,  and  handy;  but  we  should 
be  a  little  doubtful  as  to  their  standing  much 
shaking  without  becoming  detached,  though  Miss 
Williams  reassured  us  on  this  point.  She  naturally 
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■would  not  give  a  written  character  with  a  fifteen 
shilling  and  sixpenny  split  cane  fly  rod  —  a 
Yankee,  of  course,  though  of  unowned  parentage, 
and  not  to  be  named  in  the  same  day  with  the 
high  grade  American  or  English  split  canes.  The 
tops  of  these  rods  are  the  worst  part;  we  have 
seen  some  very  fair  rods  made  by  substituting  a 
greenheart  top  for  the  trash  split  cane  sold  with 
them.  Many  good  anglers  still  swear  by  the  old 
sling  telescopic  knuckle-joint  landing  net.  It  is 
shown  by  this  firm,  as  well  as  flies 
of  all  kinds,  including  a  pretty 
framed  collection  of  salmon  flies, 
rods,  reels,  and  general  tackle. 

Messrs.  R.  Turner  and  Sons, 
Fishing  Hook  and  Tackle  Makers,  of 
Redditch  (No.  1614  in  catalogue), 
have  a  show  case  on  the  wall  opposite 
Messrs.  Williams,  in  which  are 
arranged  samples  of  their  hooks  of 
all  kinds  for  fresh  and  salt  water 
fishing;  they  "electro-gild''  some  of 
their  hooks.  We  described  trying 
gilded  hooks  in  dry  fly  fishing  many 
years  ago  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  but 
experience  showed  us  no  advantage. 

Messrs.  Chas.  Farlow  and  Co., 
Ltd.,  191,  Strand,  London  (No.  1612 
in  catalogue),  have  a  handsome  glass 
show  case  of  their  high-class  rods, 
winches,  lines,  and  every  description 
of  tackle  for  salmon,  trout,  mahseer, 
and  tarpon  fishing.  As  they  are  not 
selling  goods  at  the  exhibition,  the 
latter  can  only  be  examined  through 
the  glass,  but  angling  visitors  to 
London  should  certainly  make  a, 
point  of  calling  at  their  well  known 
establishment  in  the  Strand. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  Aln- 
wick and  London  (No.  1613  in  cata- 
logue).— In  addition  to  their  usual 
excellent  show,  Messrs.  Hardy  have  a 
most  interesting  illustration  or  object-lesson  in 
the  whole  process  of  manufacture  of  their  cele- 
brated split  cane  rods.  A  novelty  is  a  rod  made 
in  eleven  sections  of  cane,  and  Mr.  Hardy  has  a 
theory  that  there  may  be  something  in  this — 
*  there  is  strength  in  numbers,"  anyway,  as  the  old 
saw  says,  though  we  doubt  if  the  extra  gain  (doubt- 
ful) will  compensate  for  the  extra  cost  (certain). 
They  are  having,  Mr.  Hardy  informed  us,  a  brisk 
demand  for  the  Half  or  d  "  Priceless  "  split  cane, 
a  lovely  rod,  very  powerful,  but  not  one  we  should 
care  to  use  all  day  and  every  day.  A  novelty  Mr. 
Hardy  showed  us,  the  feel  of  which  we  like  much, 
was  a  composition  double  built  salmon  rod.  It  has 
a  steel  centre,  then  some  wood,  not  cane,  is  built 
round  the  centre,  and  finally  the  outer  section  is 
added  in  split  cane— it  is  less  expensive  than 
double  built  cane,  and  much  lighter.  Mr.  Hardy 
did  not  know  what  the  inside  wood  was,  but  said 
anyone  could  find  out  by  breaking  a  rod.  It  is 
worth  a  visit  to  the  exhibition  just  to  see 
the  coloured  wood  model  of  the  681b.  salmon 
caught  in  Norway,  exhibited  by  Messrs.  Hardy. 
Mahseer  tackle  is  coming  to  the  front  a  good  deal, 
Messrs.  Hardy  have  copied  the  various  tackles,  flies, 
JlC,  as  recommended  in  Mr.  Thomas's  capital  book, 
"  The  Rod  in  India."  They  show  also  Capt.  Good- 
win's new  spinner  for  holding  a  natural  bait  for 
mahseer  fishing.  It  is  a  modification  of  the  old 
Chapman  spinner.  Their  mahseer  flies  with  silver 
spinners  at  the  head,  as  in  their  capital  trout 
bait  the  "  Halcyon,"  look  very  killing,  there  is  a 
sombre,  semi-mourning  look  about  them  ominous 
for  the  great  "  Indian  salmon."  Such  things  as 
Mr.  Wm.  Murdoch's  rod  for  prawn  fishing,  patent 
folding  landing  nets,  &c,  need  no  special  men- 
tion, as  we  referred  to  them  so  recently  as  the 
late  Aquarium  Fisheries  Exhibition. 

Mr.  David  Slater,  Newark-on-Trent  (No. 
1609  in  catalogue). — As  usual,  Mr.  Slater  has  an 
excellent  collection  of  rods,  reels,  &c.  We  were 
glad  to  hear  from  his  representative  that  he  is 
<[uite  well  again,  and  will  be  up  probably  next 
week.  Visitors  should  ask  to  see  Mr.  Slater's 
patent  "  Zephyr "  Nottingham  reel,  one  ©f  the 
lightest  and  strongest  reels  of  the  kind  now  on 
the  market,  and  a  handsome  one  as  well ;  also  his 
patent  " Trent"  V-shaped  landing  net. 

Mr.  John  R.  Richardson,  Kingston-on- 
Thames  (No.  1604  in  catalogue). — Another  most 
attractive  collection  of  every  kind  of  rod  and 
tackle,  with  a  grand  show  of  Mrs.  Richardson's 


floating  duns  and  spinners  of  all  kinds  and  in  all 
shades.  Itchen  anglers  shoiild  make  a  special 
note  of  her  ginger  quills,  a  very  favourite  pattern 
on  the  Itchen,  but  one  not  used  elsewhere  half  so 
much  as  it  should  be.  This  (Thursday)  morning 
we  received  from  a  friend  in  Wiltshire  two  fine 
natural  May  Flies,  with  a  note  saying  the  fly 
was  pretty  plentiful  in  the  reaches  sheltered 
from  the  north  winds  on  Tuesday  evening, 
and  on  Wednesday  was  out  everywhere.  He 


lock-fast  joint,  which  has  a  considerable  family 
likeness  to  Hardy's  spiral,  though  Mr.  Hardy 
doubtless  would  not  own  it,  or  Mr.  Richardson 
admit  it. 

By  the  way,  we  forgot  to  mention  that  Mr. 
John  Hardy  told  us  anyone  who  wanted  some 
good  grayling  for  stocking  purposes  should  write 
to  Mr.  John  Spraggon  (Loj-d  Tankerville's  keeper), 
at  Chillingham  Castle,  as  they  are  going  to  net  a 
great  number  of  grayling  out  of  the  River  Till, 
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adds  :  "  As  usual,  when  the  first  hatch  occurs 
in  fine  weather,  the  trout  take  small  notice  of  the 
fly.  If  the  first  appearance  is  in  gusty,  drizzly 
weather,  the  trout  seem  to  appreciate  them  as 
quickly  as  the  whitethroats  and  chaffinches  do." 
This  is  an  interesting  note,  which  we  do  not 
remember  to  have  heard  or  read  elsewhere.  We 
have  also  heard  of  the  fly  being  seen  on  other 


Reserved  and  numbered  seats\ 
similar  to  those  m  Band  Stand\ 
Pavilion  for  ntiich  Band  Stand  f 
tickets  fill  be  cmlaale.  ) 


and  will  let  anyone  Shave  them  who  applies  in 
time,  and  will  send  carriers  and  pay  carriage. 

As  the  general  fishing  season  will  open  soon, 
Mr.  Richardson  has  brought  up  a  good  assort- 
ment of  rods  of  all  kinds,  especially  for  Thames 
fishing,  including  the  "  Jubilee  "  pattern,  9ft.  6in. 
to  10ft.  whole  cane,  with  balanced  wood  handle, 
one  top,  in  bag,  at  the  special  Jubilee  price  of 
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rivers,  and  that  Mrs.  Richardson's  mother-in-law 
caught  a  specimen  from  the  Thames  in  her 
bed-room,  and  that  Mrs.  R.  said  it  was  almost 
as  natural  looking  as  her  famous  "  Queen  of 
the  May "  pattern,  of  which  she  has  a  fine 
show.  A  little  novelty  Mr.  Richardson  showed  us 
was  a  pivoted  pulley  ring  on  his  sea  fishing  rods; 
he  has  still  further  improved  his  "Kingston" 
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83.  6d.  It  is  suited  for  punt  and  boat  fishing 
generally.  Their  "Imperial"  eyed  hook  dry  fly 
box  and  "  Institute  "  general  hook  and  tackle  case, 
made  of  wood,  leather  covered,  are  new  baits  to 
catch  anglers  with.  Mr.  Richardson  showed  us  also 
a  new  "  made  in  Germany  "  cork  composite  handle. 
They  were  originally  made  for  bicycle  handles, 
and,  if  not  so  good  as  whole  cork,  ought  to  be  a 
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good  bit  cheaper.  The  surface  is  rather  rougher 
than  pure  cork,  and  if  it  retains  that  slight 
roughness  in  wear  it  will  not  be  a  disadvantage. 
In  a  very  handsome  case  on  the  wall  near  the 
head  waters  of  the  Thames  model,  Mrs.  Richardson 
has  a  collection  of  "  11,000  different  patterns  and 
shades  "  of  flies— reminds  one  of  the  11,000  virgins 
of  Cologne— but  that's  what  Mr.  Richardson  said  ; 
but  then  he  doesn't  pretend  to  interfere  in  the 
fly  department,  except  when  Mrs.  Richardson  is 
away,  and  then  he  generally  puts  his  foot  in  it,  and 
probably  has  in  this  case,  which  Mrs.  Richardson 
fatted  up  herself. 

Messrs.  JohnEneight  and  Sons,  of  Castle- 
connell   Ireland  (No.  1608  in  the  catalogue).— 
Mr.  John  Enright,  the  celebrated  professional  fly 
caster,  is  over  with  his  firm's  exhibit,  and  is  also 
giving  lessons  m  salmon  and  trout  fly  casting 
daily  from    9.45   to    1    at  Wimbledon  Lake 
(station  on  the  Underground  Railway).  Mr. 
-fcmrignt  is  again  making  a  special  feature  of  gut 
and  gut  casts,  and  traces  of  all  kinds  for  salmon 
grilse,  and  trout  fishing.     An  expert  salmon 
angler  himself,  he  knows  exactly  what  is  required 
and  gives  his   customers   the  benefit  of  his 
experience    It  speaks  well  for  the  strength  of 
his  casts  that  nearly  twenty  salmon,  each  over 
4fh-  weight,  were  killed  on  them  last  season— one 
ot  the  fash  is  present  in  the  skin  to  speak  for 
itself  m  Mr.  Enright's  show;    it  was  killed 
by  him  on  the  Prospect  water,  on  the  Shannon, 
on  a  treble  and  single    second  quality  cast. 
His  best  single  salmon  gut  casts  are  guaran- 
teed to  lift  121b.  dead  weight;  in  fact,  he  has 
not  a  little  of  the  finest   gut  we  have  ever 
seen,  and  is  becoming  quite  a  crank  on  gut,  and 
does  a  large  business  in  it,  both  here  and  in 
iNorway      His   extra    strong   prawn  tackles, 
improved— and  much  improved— mount  for  the 
Devon  minnow,  both  for  salmon  and  trout  fishing ; 
his  real '-Shannon"  salmon  fly,  a  lovely  pattern, 
only  costing  12s.  6d. ;  his  grand  rods,  including 
Mr.  ±raser  Sandeman's  excellent  patterns  ;  these 
and  many  other  things,  are  too  well  known  to 
need  special  mention  here. 

Messrs  A  Carter  and  Co.,  137,  St.  John- 
street-road,  London  (No.  1610  in  catalogue).— 
Another  well-stocked  river— we  mean  show  case 
and  stand,  but  here  again  the  difficulty  is  to  find 
new  words  to  describe  old  favourites,  or  old  words 
to  distinguish  new  ones.   The  American  all  steel 
(tubular)  fly  rods  appear  to  be  liked  by  some 
anglers  m  this  country.    Mr.  Carter  tells  us  he 
sells  a  good  many,  showed  us  one  which  he 
declared  on  y  weighed  7oz.— felt  in  the  hand  like 
seven  pounds.    His  "Dixon"  pattern  split  cane 
trout  rod,  double  built,  with  two  tops  and  inlaid 
wood  handle,  at  45s.,  seems  to  be  wonderful 
value ;  and  certainly  his  London-made  4iin.  best 
salmon  reel,  with  hardened  steel  check,  at  21s  is 
Ihe  favourite  "  Jardine"  trout  reel  has  been  im- 
proved by  carrying  the  perforations  right  through 
the  plates;  they  must  help  to  air  and  dry  the 
luie.    Mr.  Carters  contribution  to  the  Record 
Keign  year  is  his  seven-and-sixpenny  "  Jubi 
hssimee    Nottingham  reel.    Some  years  ago  Mr 
Carter  bought  up  a  large  stock  of  old  government 
gun  stocks  of  the  Brown  Bess  pattern,  made  of 
walnut,  well  seasoned  on  many  a  battlefield.  He 
kept  the  wood  by  him  for  the  present  occasion,  and 
this  4in.  handsome,  beautifully  free  running  check 
action  winch  is  now  the  record  line  in  his  catalogue 
Another  new  thing  to  us  was  his  pivoted  combi- 
nation cast  and  dry  fly  box ;  also  light  salmon 
gilt,  imported  direct  from  Spain,  and  sold  at  3s. 
a  hank  of  100  strands.    Yes,  3s. ;  and  some  trout 
gut  at  3s.  6d    equally  good.    Mr.  Heath,  the 
inventor  of  the  now  celebrated  "Wag  Tail" 
spinning  bait  is  a  tutor  in  the  Russian  Royal 
Family,  and  he  informed  Mr.  Carter  recently 
that  the  Grand  Duke  Alexander  Michaelovich 
killed  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  twenty-one  nike 
with  one  of  those  capital  baits.    Other  things 
Sao  * to   see   are   his  solid  leather  tackle 
case     at    5s    6d.  ;     fly    ditto,    5S.  -  a  Tin 
book   not  bulky;    his  3s.  6d.  100yds.  loosely 

FiLh?ilVre  %lk  »  mai  special  £ 

ight  and  loose  for  blow  line  work  in  Ireland.  It 

™a  rr?/llk  lme'  beautifully  soft  to  handle,  and 
we  should  say  it  would  take  a  dressing  splendidfy 
It  is  just  the  line  which  we  many  years  a/o 
suggested  to  Mr.  Williams,  of  Great ^uStrX 
The  expanding  stock  tackle  box,  or  fly  materia 
box  is  another  really  good  thing.  His  May 
Flies,  at  Is.  9d.  a  dozen,  and  double  wing  trout 


floaters,  at  Is.  6d.,  may  be  run  down  by  some 
anglers— but  they  are  taken  down  by  the 
trout. 

Mr.  Ogden  Smith,  6,  Park-side,  Hyde-park- 
corner  ;  and  34,  St.  John's-hill,  Clapham  Junction 
London  (No.  1611).— This  is  the  largest  stall  in 
the  Fishing  Tackle  Department.  Mrs.  Ogden 
Smith  kindly  suggested  that,  having  so  recently 
noticed  their  exhibit  at  the  Aquarium,  he  would 
not  ask  us  to  do  more  than  call  general  attention 
to  his  exhibit.  Mr.  Ogden  Smith  has  such  a  good 
name  among  fly  fishers  that  they  will  be  glad  to 
know  there  is  a  fine  collection  here  of  all  the 
standard  small  flies,  though  their  stock  of  their 
"  Gladstone "  Mays  is  running  short.  Their 
O.S.  dry  fly  and  cast  box  has  been  recently 
improved,  and  their  stock  of  whole  cane  rods  for 
dry  fly  work  make  a  brave  show. 

Messrs.  G.  Little  and  Co.,  63,  Haymarket, 
London  (No.  1605  in  the  catalogue),  exhibit  every 
description  of  rods,  reels,  lines,  flies,  and  tackle 
of  every  description  for  fresh  and  salt  water  rod 
fishing  at  home  and  abroad.    They  have  a  plump 
model  of  a  101b.  sea  trout  caught  in  the  Stryn 
River,  Norway,  by  Mrs.  W.  R.  Kennedy,  on  one  of 
their  10ft.  rods;  the  fish  was  accepted  by  the 
King  of  Sweden.    We  noticed  in  one  corner 
of  this  excellent  exhibit   a  long  leather  rod 
case  for  salmon  rods.    Their  principal  novelty 
is    Major    Cumberland's    patent    salmon  reel 
It  is  claimed  for  this  patent  that  it  "is  a 
wonderful  help  to  the  salmon  angler  for  regulating 
the  speed  of  fishing  reels.    The  patent  consists  in 
making  the  axis  of  the  reel  longer  than  ordinary, 
so  that  it  projects  through  the  bearing  on  the 
opposite  side  to  the  handle.    On  this  projection  is 
fixed  a  plate  of  ebonite,  or  other  suitable  material, 
of  about  the  same  diameter  as  the  reel.  This 
plate  revolves  with  the  reel,  so  that  the  user  may 
easily  control  the  speed  by  pressure  of  a  finger  on 
the  plate.    It  can  be  fixed  to  any  existing  reel, 
large  or  small.     The  revolving  plate  has  been 
thoroughly  tried  in  Norway  and  other  rivers  where 
salmon  are  strong  and  large,  and  the  mere  pressure 
of  the  finger  regulates  the  speed  of  the  reel  to  a 
nicety."     The   patent  can  be  added  to  any 
reel. 

Messrs.  Ogden  and  Scotford,  of  19,  Leicester- 
square,  London,  and  Cheltenham  (No.  1606  in  the 
catalogue).— The  most  interesting  information 
Mr.  Scotford  had  to  give  us  was  that  the  May 
Fly  will  be  up  on  the  Windrush  and  Dickler  next 
week,  and  soon  after  on  the  Colne  (Gloucester- 
shire). (Dr.  Patterson,  who  looked  in  as  we  were 
writing  these  lines,  says  it  is  up  slightly  on  the 
Hertfordshire  Ver ;  and  we  hear  from  the  Lower 
Test  that  it  has  put  in  an  appearance  there,  but 
in  no  numbers  at  present.)  Mr.  Scotford  has  a  big 
stock  of  the  "  Ideal "  May  Fly,  which  is  a  great 
favourite  with  his  customers.  He  showed  us  some 
lovely  light  blue  mahoe  grilse  rods,  and  a  salmon 
reel  with  new  check  stiffening  arrangement,  which 
seemed  to  us  to  be  good.  This  reel  has  also  a 
clever  spring  flap  at  the  back  for  preventing  the 
line  catching  behind  the  reel  between  it  and  the 
rod.  His  10s.  a  dozen  or  Is.  each  tapered  un- 
drawn trout  fly  casts  made  us  want  to  buy  a 
dozen.  He  sells  a  powerful  well  balanced  split 
cane  rod  at  £'3. 

Messrs.  Hearder  and  Sons,  195,  Union- 
street,  Plymouth  (No.  1459  in  catalogue).— Mr. 
Hearder  is  present  with  his  very  practical 
collection  of  sea  fishing  tackle.  His  stall 
is  near  the  centre  of  the  gallery,  not  far 
from  the  Duke  of  York's  Model  of  the  South 
Coast  Lighthouse  System.  Mr.  Hearder  shows 
the  latest  improvements  in  sea  fishing  tackle  ; 
mounted  lines  for  all  kinds  of  surface  or  bottom 
fishing  ;  portable  nets  for  eel,  prawn,  crab,  and 
lobster ;  naturalist's  dredges ;  and  their  cele- 
brated otter  or  beamless  trawl,  and  an  endless 
assortment  of  artificial  baits,  &c.  In  the  Fresh 
Water  Loan  Department  they  have  fitted  up  a 
case  of  flies  suitable  for  fishing  in  Devonshire, 
showing  the  wind,  weather,  locality,  and  month 
to  which  each  fly  is  suitable.  In  the  British  Sea 
Anglers'  Section  is  a  case  of  spinners  and  artificial 
baits,  and  also  a  model  of  a  vessel,  giving  the  rig 
invented  by  Capt.  Howell,  showing  his  method 
for  railing  at  sea  when  under  steam,  going  from 
twelve  to  fourteen  knots  an  hour.  He  is  also 
showing  a  new  gunwale  sea  reel  for  heavy 
fish. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Ogdkn  Smith,  Twickenham  (cata- 
logue   No.   1607),   exhibits  an  excellent  half 


guinea  whole  cane  fly  rod,  any  action ;  14ft.,  £2  2s. 
He  has  applied  for  a  patent  for  a  dry  fly  box — 
well,  it  is  a  new  one  this  time— to  fit  on  to  the 
end  of  the  butt ;  very  ingenious.  It  is  a  hollow 
cylinder,  containing  a  cork  of  special  shape,  in 
which  the  flies  are  stuck.  We  much  liked  the 
feel  of  a  whole  cane  17ft.  6in.  salmon  rod, 
which  weighs  only  23|oz.,  and  splices  together. 
He  makes  a  feature  of  spliced  whole  cane  rods. 
His  Thames  all-round  rod,  which  we  noticed  early 
in  the  year,  is  much  appreciated,  the  curious  thing 
being  that  all  his  customers  who  have  bought  one 
have  immediately  caught  specimen  fish. 

Mr.  Eric  Bruce,  M.A.'s  Electric  Signalling 
Balloon  (No.  1695  in  catalogue)  at  the  end  of  the 
North  Gallery  is  a  most  useful  invention  for 
flashing  signals  by  night  at  almost  any  height. 
Mr.  Bruce  told  us  he  had  used  it  successfully 
when  half  a  gale  was  blowing. 

Collection  of  Flies— There  are  many  loan 
collections  of  salmon  and  trout  flies,  used  in 
different  districts,  which  we  shall  specially  notice 
later  on,  as  well  as  other  exhibils. 

Waterproof  Manufacturers. 
Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Anderson, 
Limited,  of  37,  Queen  Victoria-street,  E.C. ; 
Messrs.  King,  Malcom  and  Co.,  of  19,  Leicester- 
square,  W.C. ;  and  Mr.  George  Cording,  of 
125,  Regent-street,  W.,  have  all  excellent  shows, 
which  we  shall  notice  fully  later  on  ;  as  also  the 
loan  collections  of  stuffed  fish,  <S:c. 


Press  Opinions  on  the  Model  of  the 
Thames. 

The  St.  James's  Gazette  says  :  "  But  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  prophesying  that  the  tit-bit 
of  the  whole  exhibition  will  prove  to  be 
the  wonderfully  clever  model  of  old  Father 
Thames,  carried  out,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  the  editor  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  and  a  member  of  the  committee  of 
the  Inland  Fisheries  Exhibition,  by  Mr. 
Henry    F.   Brion.     The  word    '  model ' 
hardly  conveys  a  satisfactory  idea  of  this 
marvel   of    clever    workmanship.  The 
average  model  is  rather  a  poor  thing,  and 
only  seems  the  poorer  when  contrasted 
with  the  original.     But  to   every  one 
who  knows  the  Thames — and  who  does 
not   know    the    river? — whether    he  be 
the  pilot  plying  his  calling  amid  the 
shoals  and  currents  around  the  Nore,  the 
enthusiastic  fisherman  who  knows  every 
nook,  cranny,  and  reed-choked  backwater 
above  Teddington  Lock,  or  the  man  who 
simply  '  loafs  in  a  boat ' — to  each  one  of 
these  this  model  is  less  fake  a  mechanical 
model   than  the    famous  river  itself  in 
miniature.     It    is    quite    redolent  with 
'  actuabty.'  " 
The  Daily  News.—"  The  popular  piece  at  the 
Fisheries  and  Yachting  Exhibition  will 
certainly  be  the  surprisingly  clever  model 
of  Father  Thames.    .   .   .    Whether  he 
be  fishing  man  or  boating  man  he  cannot 
fail  to  be  interested  in  this  ingenious  living 
picture." 

The  Morning. — "One  of  the  most  interesting 
exhibits  at  the  Fisheries  Exhibition  is  un- 
doubtedly the  model  of  the  Thames,  which 
has  been  made  by  Mr.  Henry  F.  Brion,  of 
17,  The  Gardens,  Peckham." 
Chngtiam  Globe. — "Most  ingenious   and  very 

fascinating." 
Scotsman. — "  Exceedingly  clever." 
Evening  News  and  Post. — "The  other  very  note- 
worthy exhibit  is  a  large  plaster  model  of 
the  course  of  the  Thames  from  source  to 
sea  by  Mr.  Henry  F.  Brion,  with  continua- 
tions of  the  landscape  in  pictorial  form  by 
Mr.  Sjdney  Strutt.  It  is  a  panoramic 
model  some  50ft.  long,  and  shows  the  towns; 
islands,  bridges,  lochs,  and  weirs  in  bold 
relief;  also  the  rise  of  the  tide  up  to 
Teddington.  As  it  is  supplied  with  running 
water,  on  which  miniature  ships  float,  t)<: 
effect  is  very  wonderful." 


In  Mr.  Howells's  "  Story  of  aPlay,"  in  8eribn«r% 
the  experiment  of  "  trying  it  on  a  dog  "  is  descri  I  led 
with  rare  humour,  and  the  ways  of  provincial 
dramatic  critics  are  satirised. 
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STRAY  CASTS. 


Speaking  of  my  last  year's  basket  I  may  say, 
in  the  cautious  phrase,  once  so  much  affected  by 
my  countrymen  of  the  humbler  class,  that  it  was 
better  than  a  worse  one,  but  higher  praise  than 
that  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  give  it. 

On  March  20,  the  same  being  a  day  succeeding 
a  sharp  night's  f  rost,  I  wetted  my  first  line ;  and  on 
October  22,  in  a  burn  swollen  with  snow  and  hail 
broth,  and  in  the  midst  of  fierce  and  blinding 
storms,  that  kept  the  broth  well  going,  I  wound 
up.  On  July  27  I  got  my  first  sea  trout,  and 
from  that  date  till  the  close  went  after  nothing 
else,  and  that  last  day  of  merciless  storm  was  the 
only  absolutely  blank  one  I  had  after  these  fish, 
though  my  best  days  never  went  above  three 
brace,  and  very  seldom  indeed  reached  that. 
Altogether  it  ran  forty  sea  trout,  240  fario, 
thirty-three  eels,  and  five  "  serpents."  As  I  said 
before,  it  was  better  than  worse.  The  fario  were 
small,  not  one  a  pound,  and  the  average  below  |lb. 

As  for  the  "  serpents  "  they  rather  went  forme 
than  I  for  them ;  but,  then,  everything  counts, 
no  matter  how  one  comes  by  it.  There  was  also 
one  fresh- water  flounder,  taken  on  worm,  a  few 
hundred  yards  from  the  sea.  Strictly  speaking, 
he  is  to  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  eel 
category.  A  Southern  Hebridean  island  of  heath- 
covered  mountain  moor,  abounding  in  feathered 
game,  was  tbe  scene.  Every  yard  of  the  island  is 
in  the  hands  of  sporting  tenants,  and  the  two 
"  white  fish"  rivers,  which  alone  yield  salmon  or 
sea  trout  fishing,  are  strictly  debarred  to  poor  me, 
worse  luck.  But  a  small  tributary  or  so  of  one  of 
these  rivers  has  been  thrown  up  to  me, 
and  the  numberless  lochs  are  practically  free, 
so  let  us  be  thankful  for  small  mercies. 
To  return  to  our  snakes,  or  serpents  rather,  as 
the  natives  prefer  to  so  call  them.  They  are  a 
nuisance.  When  working  this  sea  trout  burn  of 
mine,  it  is  necessary  to  be  continually  crossing 
and  re-crossing  so  as  to  make  certain  reaches 
accessible,  and  a  good  deal  of  wading,  too,  is 
sometimes  advisable.  Now,  it  is  here  the  serpents 
come  in.  I  wade  bare — with  knickers  dragged 
well  up  the  thigh — barring  a  light  pair  of  tight- 
fitting  thin  rubber  shoes,  which  I  find  a  great 
protection  from  the  torture  of  sharp  sand  and 
stones  under  the  bare  feet,  and  of  course  walk 
much  in  the  course  of  a  day,  as  well  on  the 
narrow,  heather,  and  bracken  shaded  sheep-walks 
which  run  along  the  banks  in  all  directions. 
Now,  it  is  just  in  these  walks,  nicely  concealed, 
those  wretched  serpents  love  to  lie  coiled  up,  and 
you  never  know  where  you  are  till  you  tread  on  one 
of  them,  and  then  you  find  the  beast  does  not  like 
it.  Three  close  shaves  taught  me  caution,  and 
now  I  go  in  for  leggings,  which  is  a  nuisance.  I 
killed  some  eight  or  ten  during  the  summer,  and 
have  three  of  them  bottled  up  in  the  island 
whiskey  as  mementoes  of  my  prowess  and 
dangers  incurred.  They  are  small,  not  more  than 
16in.  in  length,  and  their  bite  is,  I  am  told,  seldom 
fatal,  though  it  causes  great  suffering.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  St.  Patrick  failed  to  pay  these 
islands  a  visit. 

The  eels  were  a  great  feature.  Owing  to  the 
long  distances,  walking  is  almost  out  of  the 
question  when  fishing,  and  here  the  bicycle  comes 
in  admirably.  But  in  June  misfortune  fell  upon 
me,  and  I  was  dismounted,  and  so  practically 
cut  off  from  my  far  away  lochs,  and  it  was  then 
the  eels  come  in.  In  the  still,  clear  water  of  our 
largest  river  they  might  be  seen  basking  all  day, 
or  moving  lazily  about,  and  as  stewed  eels  seem, 
to  me  at  least,  food  for  the  gods,  I  proceeded  to 
lug  them  out  with  a  worm  and  Sin.  of  whipcord 
fastened  to  the  top  of  a  strong  old  rod.  Advance 
your  worms  gently  to  his  neb,  and  depend  on  him 
to  suck  it  in;  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  those 
fish  could  not,  or  did  not  care  to,  see  the  bait 
beyond  a  distance  of  a  very  few  inches.  It  was 
not  glorious,  but  it  was  war,  and  the  way  some 
of  those  eels — though  not  one  of  them  was  over 
21b. — chawed  up  my  Limerick  salmon  hooks  in 
their  savagery  was  a  caution. 

On  Aug.  31,  being  once  more  mounted,  and  the 
white  fish  well  up,  I  was  on  my  favourite  bum 
betimes,  and  about  mid-day  had  got  to  a  favourite 
pool  on  the  lower  hills.  Up  to  that  I  had  got  a 
fario  of  £lb — quite  a  record  for  the  river — and 
two  small,  fresh  sea  trout  about  Jib.  each,  and  as 
I  put  my  fly  over  the  pool  for  the  first  time,  I 
noticed,  with  a  disengaged  corner  of  my  eye,  the 


shooting  tenant  and  a  friend  (with  guns),  and  a 
keeper  or  two  together  with  the  dogs,  all  on  the 
line  of  advance  after  the  grouse,  rounding  the 
shoulder  of  a  hill  half  a  mile  off,  and  bearing 
apparently  in  a  line  which  would  meet  my 
advance.  They  were,  in  fact,  converging  slightly 
on  the  river,  and  I  saw  we  must  meet.  The 
gentleman  in  question,  let  me  say,  is  an  eminent 
Glasgow  medical  professor  and  practitioner,  and 
I  had  his  permission  to  fish  that  burn  in  my 
pocket,  and  for  which  I  am  very  much  indeed 
obliged  to  him  ;  and,  therefore,  let  no  scoffer  yell, 
as  is  the  way  with  the  scoffer,  that  I  was  bowled 
out  poaching.  My  withers  are  unwrung.  At  the 
very  first  cast  in  that  pool  I  was  in  him,  and  he 
played  low  and  heavy.  The  situation  was  in- 
tensely interesting,  not  to  say  supreme,  and  I  did 
all  I  knew,  not  knowing  what  it  might  mean. 
The  remarkable  thing  was  that  the  fish  kept 
down.  I  had  already  killed  a  dozen  sea  trout 
in  this  burn  this  season,  and  twice  that  number  last 
year,  and  in  no  single  case  did  they  fail  to  spring 
on  feeling  the  steel.  In  fact,  they  did  nothing 
else  but  spring,  without  intermission,  until  they 
were  quite  blown,  and  so  dropped  helplessly  into 
the  net.  But  this  fish  never  showed  himself  once, 
and  that  he  was  &  fario  his  evident  size  put  out  of 
the  question ;  while,  as  for  salmon,  they  were 
never  seen  in  the  burn  until  well  into  November. 
A  few  more  fierce  rushes  and  obstinate  boring 
under  the  banks,  and  he  gave  in  all  at  once, 
coming  to  the  top  and  allowing  the  strong  current 
to  roll  him  away  without  making  an  effort  to  keep 
his  head  up  stream.  In  fact,  he  went  down  stream 
like  a  log,  and  put  me  in  a  tight  place,  indeed, 
until  we  had  reached  the  end  of  the  long  rapid 
bx-oken  reach,  into  which  the  pool  broke.  There  I 
held  him  a  moment  in  a  quiet  eddy,  and  glanced 
rapidly  towards  the  shooting  party,  to  see  if  there 
was  any  help  to  be  had  from  that  quarter.  They 
were  evidently  passing  me  by,  but  on  the  flank  of 
the  line  next  me  was  a  young  keeper  leading  a 
brace  of  idle  setters,  and  as  he  was  not  more  than 
forty  yards  off,  I  appealed  to  him  to  give  me  a 
hand.  He  was  beside  me  in  a  moment,  and 
hitching  the  dogs  to  a  handful  of  growing  heather, 
did  the  needful  very  smartly  with  the  net,  grass- 
ing a  trout  of  about  3Alb.  The  whole  party  then 
came  around,  and  the  doctor  was  profuse  in  his 
congratulations,  while  I  hung  the  fish  on  the 
spring  balance  and  expressed  myself  totally  at  a 
loss  to  say  what  he  was. 

"  Why,"  said  the  doctor,  "he  is  simply  a  good 
trout  belonging  to  the  burn,  I  should  say  ;  "  but  I 
ventured  to  point  out  that  a  burn  trout  of  even  a 
pound  was  never  known  to  be  in  that  burn,  and, 
besides,  his  colour  and  markings  put  it  out  of  the 
question  anyway.  The  head  keeper  being 
appealed  to,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  though  with 
hesitation,  that  it  was  a  somewhat  stale  grilse, 
and  from  such  an  authority  I  was  willing  to 
accept  it,  though  I  had  my  misgivings.  But  we 
all  agreed  the  fish  lacked  the  pure  sheen  of  the 
local  sea  trout.  A  dull  grey  trout,  looking  some- 
what like  a  salmon  of  the  meaner  sort,  is  how  I 
would  describe  him.  The  black  discoloration 
below,  which  so  frequently  marks  staleness,  was 
perceptible  enough,  though  not  very  marked. 
And  so  with  mutual  good  wishes  we  parted  and 
went  our  several  ways.  An  hour  or  so  after  I 
reached  the  borders  of  the  "  Vale  of  Avoca," 
having  picked  up  one  small  sea  trout — an 
undeniable  sea  trout — on  the  way.  This  vale  is 
the  highest  and  best  defined  of  the  moorland 
terraces,  by  which  you  gradually  ascend  from 
the  ever-troubled  moaning  Atlantic  two  or  three 
miles  behind  you  to  the  base  of  the  rugged,  rocky 
cliffs,  the  fierce-looking,  naked  bens  which  domi- 
nate the  island  and  keep  every  yard  of  it  in  sight. 
I  love  this  vale.  ■  It  seems  to  me  sweet  and  peace- 
ful enough  to  serve  as  the  scene  of  some  of  those 
lunatically  grotesque  incidents  so  familiar  to  the 
readers  of  the  unapproachable  Marie  Corelli. 
The  morose  bens  are  mellowed  sufficiently  by 
distance  not  to  irritate  you,  and  when  a  little 
distance  is  traversed,  the  track  behind  you  is 
completely  shut  out,  for  the  terrace  is  so  nearly 
level  as  to  give  the  impression  of  actually  sloping 
downwards  towards  those  cliffs  some  two  or  three 
miles  off. 

"  Flow  gently,  sweet  Afton  !  "  Well,  so  it  does, 
indeed ;  and  one  is  ever  wondering  how  it  man- 
ages to  gather  the  momentum  to  put  sufficient 
fishing  life  into  its  lovely  pools,  which  gently 
meander  in  myriad  bends  through   the  silent 


heather  forest.  In  a  delightful  solitude  like  this, 
I  always  feel  a  strange,  old-time,  throb  of 
savagery,  latent  in  us  all ;  read  how  grandly  it 
was  developed  in  Nansen  and  his  men  by  their 
silent  solitude — and  often  feel  an  almost  irresis- 
tible longing,  or  rather  fury,  to  execute  a  war 
dance — a  thing,  of  course,  long  forgotten  by  me 
and  mine,  but  which  has  not  forgotten  us,  mind 
you !  The  waters  meet  right  in  the  centre  of  this 
strath,  two  streamlets  sent  down  by  two  bens 
from  opposite  points  of  the  compass,  and  in  those 
tiny  waters  small  fario  abound  in  thousands, 
while  below  their  junction  but  few  are  found. 
And  I  have  never  stirred  a  white  fish  above  this 
point  in  either  waters,  and  so  it  always  marks  my 
point  of  return.  In  the  second  promising  pool,  at 
the  first  cast,  I  was  in  another  borer.  Narrow 
water,  heather  arched,  here,  and  more  than  one 
fly  is  a  danger,  yet  I  risked  it,  and  with  better 
luck  than  I  deserved.  He  showed  signs  of  yield- 
ing; then  the  word  of  order  was  to  give  no 
quarter,  and  at  the  first  breathing  moment  he 
took,  an  instant  "  prone  upon  the  flood,"  the  net 
was  under  him.  Another  "grilse."  Just  21b. 
this  time.  Well,  surely  it  is  the  unexpected  that 
happens;  or,  rather,  it  is  the  unexpected  that 
strikes  and  is  noted,  and  so  looms  in  bulk  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  usual  and  commonplace.  At 
the  confluent  pool — the  best  spot  on  the  whole 
burn — I  had  another  about  lib.,  and  now  the  matter 
was  one  that  could  no  longer  be  left  without 
exhaustive  investigation  when  we  should  return 
once  more  to  the  haunts  of  man.  Grilse,  indeed  ! 
Just  a  cast  here  and  there,  when  returning,  was  the 
most  that  could  be  done,  as  the  day  was  sinking 
fast,  but  nothing  came  of  this  except  one  rise,  but 
that  put  my  heart  in  my  mouth.  He  was  clearly  a 
big  fish,  but  I  could  not  give  him  more  than  a  few 
minutes,  and  he  showed  no  more.  With  a  heavy 
basket  and  a  light  heart  I  reached  my  good 
friend's  house  on  the  shore  road,  where  I  kept  my 
bicycle,  and  after  kindly  exchanges— I  had 
whisky,  they  had  milk — I  just  covered  the  four 
miles  of  good  road  that  lay  between  me  and  home 
in  twenty  minutes.  How  delightfully  restful  a 
short  spin  on  the  wheel  is  after  a  day  of  rough 
hill  tramping ! 

Next  day  was  Sunday.  By  Monday  water  was 
too  low,  and  a  week  or  more  elapsed  before  it  was 
in  any  condition.  I  went  after  a  happening  eel  on 
Tuesday,  and  while  so  engaged  was  joined  by  the 
very  man  I  wanted  to  see.  This  was  my  friend, 
McK.,  who  had  been  a  keeper  from  boyhood,  and 
whose  experience  in  the  way  of  fishing  was  far 
more  extensive  and  varied  than  that  of  the  grilse 
man,  as,  indeed,  the  latter  was  but  too  willing  to 
admit.  McK.  laughed  at  the  grilse  theory. 
"  Bull  trout,  sir ;  bally  bull  trout ;  that's  what 
they  are,"  he  exclaimed,  and  then  went  on  to  tell 
me  that  he  had  been  expecting  a  big  rim  of  them 
this  year  in  his  own  river,  and  had  no  doubt  they 
would  now  soon  be  in  evidence.  It  appears  that 
some  of  the  herring  fishers  on  the  coast  had 
recently  made  a  big  haul  of  these  fish,  and  from 
this  he  gathered  they  were  about  to  pay  us  a 
visit.  And  Mac  did  not  care  for  them  either. 
They  were  not  only  good  for  little  themselves, 
but  kept  the  sea  trout  away,  and  in  support  of 
this  I  must  say  that,  of  the  remaining  eighteen 
fish  which  made  up  my  basket  to  the  close  of  the 
season,  every  fish,  save  one,  was  a  bull.  The 
previous  season  I  did  not  meet  with  a  single  one. 
And  so  I,  too,  made  history  in  my  modest  way,. 
A  fortnight  later  I  had  a  4Alb.  fish,  which  was  my 
best.  But,  on  the  whole,  I  am  prepared  to  bear, 
without  any  great  regret,  the  absence  of  those  fish 
from  our  waters  this  coming  season,  always  pro- 
vided, of  course,  that  the  sea  trout  will  adequately 
replace  them  as  heretofore. 

I  killed  two  of  these  fish  with  the  worm.  All 
the  rest  fell  to  the  fly,  and  I  have  no  fault  to  find 
with  them  in  combat,  as  things  go.  I  have  known 
better  fish  fight  worse.  They  rose  deep,  and 
fought  deep,  selling  their  lives  as  dearly  as  they 
could,  and  as  if  they  valued  them;  and  one  fish, 
which  I  put  at  51b  ,  rushed  me  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
down  the  burn,  rolling  himself  with  desperate 
resolution  over  pebbly  shallows  in  2in.  of  water 
at  a  speed  beyond  me,  and  finally  breaking  me  in 
splendid  style  in  a  deep  pool,  where  he  forced  the 
fighting.  But  they  were,  generally,  shockingly 
advanced  in  pregnancy.  At  least,  when  landed, 
they  made  my  net  one  milky  mass,  and  though  1 
never  saw  any  trace  of  roe  in  their  mouths,  the 
females  were  well  distended  with  their  own.  I 
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am  told  that  those  fish  are  ban-en,  and  I  am  going 
to  express  no  doubt  about  it.  I  am  going  to 
believe  everything  I  hear  and  read  about  fish  from 
this  time  forth  for  everinore,  amen. 

I  gave  most  of  these  fish  away.    They  had  a 
cheesey  colour,  were  not  too  firm,  and,  to  my 
taste,  their  flavour  left  something  to  be  desired. 
But  what  then  ? 

A  bull  trout  by  the  river's  brim, 
A  bally  bull  trout  was  to  him, 
A  bull  trout,  nothing  more. 

But  if  this  fish  cuts  up  well  and  worthily  in 
other  waters,  let  us  give  him  his  due,  and,  as  the 
proverb  recommends  of  men  and  bull  trout,  speak 
of  him  as  we  find  him.  ►  Mona. 


A  STROLL  BY  THE  RIVER  MOLE. 

Not  only  the  angler,  but  every  person  with  a 
spark  of  love  for  nature  and  its  surroundings, 
must  admire  the  rivers,  streams,  and  brooklets 
which  intersect  and  flow  through  this  favoured 
land  of  Britain.  Few  landscapes  indeed,  espe- 
cially if  drawn  or  painted,  look,  or  are  complete 
without  water,  and  where  no  river  exists  the 
artist  generally  pitches  upon  a  lake  or  pond  as  an 
almost  necessary  adjunct  to  his  picture.  The 
monks  of  old  selected  sites  for  their  abbeys  and 
monasteries  on  rising  ground  adjacent  to  rivers 
with  a  far-seeing  and  threefold  purpose,  good 
drainage,  beauty  of  prospect,  and  fish  for  Friday. 
Ancient  as  well  as  modern  country  mansions  and 
gentlemen's  seats  are  invariably  embellished  with 
water,  and  if  the  grounds  are  devoid  of  a  natural 
stream  or  spring  artificial  aid  is  invoked,  and  a 
picturesque  lake  or  sheet  of  water  introduced  to 
enhance  the  beauty  of  their  estates.  To  this 
appreciation  and  love  of  nature's  attractions  the 
angler  owes  much,  for  such  waters  generally  hold 
good  store  of  fish,  and  there  are  very  few  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  in  this  country  who  refuse  a 
day's  fishing  in  their  private  waters  on  a  proper 
and  respectful  application  being  made  therefor. 
James  Thorne,  in  his  "  Rambles  by  Rivers,"  says : 
"  Among  the  many  delightful  things  that  come 
with  summer  none  is  more  delightful  than 
the  opportunity  it  affords  to  some — alas  !  that  it 
is  to  so  few— of  the  careworn  sons  of  toil  of  a 
brief  respite  from  their  daily  labour  and  anxiety. 
In  a  large  city,  almost  all  are  overwrought.  Mind 
and  body  are  alike  overstrained,  and  become 
enervated  unless  they  sometimes  seek  quiet  and 
repose,  and  by  availing  themselves  of  free  nature's 
grace,  obtain  a  renewal  of  health  and  vigour.  All 
who  can  should  make  a  summer  holiday,  however 
Bhort ;  for  not  alone  is  the  health  improved  there- 
by, knowledge  streams  in  upon  the  mind;  a 
season  is  afforded  for  thoughtfulness  ;  we  can  in 
seclusion  look  before  and  after,  ponder  on  our 
past  course,  and  see  where  we  have  erred,  and  form 
plans  of  manly  purpose  for  the  future  ;  while  by 
communing  with  those  of  different  pursuits  and 
interests  to  our  own,  some  of -our  prejudices  are 
brushed  away,  and  we  learn  to  look  with  more 
kindly  feelings  on  all;  and  the  taste  is  refined  and 
chastened  by  a  return  to  simple  natural  enjoy- 
ments, and  an  absence  for  awhile  from  the 
feverish  excitement  of  the  city."  The  river  Mole, 
along  the  windings  of  which  I  intend  to  take 
my  readers,  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most 
picturesque  and  interesting  angling  streams  in 
the  southern  counties.  It  is,  besides,  a  river  with 
a  history.  At  Esher  Place  Cardinal  Wolsey 
died  in  penury  and  disgrace;  Olaremont  House 
has  been  for  ages  the  home  of  royalty ;  whilst 
(Jobham,  Leatherhead,  and  Dorking  have  all  a 
place  in  our  national  records.  The  river  Mole  is 
supposed  to  derive  its  name  from  burrowing 
underground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Box  Hill. 
This  must  be  erroneous,  as  the  stream  does  not 
burrow  beneath  the  ground,  and  the  phenomenon  is 
explained  by  the  fact  that  in  a  dry  summer  the 
bed  of  the  stream  at  these  places  becomes  exposed 
and  free  from  water,  except  a  pool  here  ajfd  there, 
whilst  at  such  times  the  river  below  continues, 
through  getting  a  supply  from  small  tributaries 
and,  very  probably,  a  few  springs.  At  the 
Linoleum  Mills  at  Esher  the  river  has  a  con- 
siderable fall,  and,  by  thus  being  backed  up,  there 
is  always  a  sufficiency  of  water  to  work  tbe  mill, 
even  in  a  dry  summer.  Now  for  our  ramble  by 
the  side  of  the  Mole,  where  possible  on  foot,  and 
at  other  spots  by  boat  or  canoe.  We  will  ascend 
the  •  stream,  commencing  at  Hampton  Court, 


where,  opposite  the  famous  old  palace,  the  Mole 
loses  itself  in  the  Thames.  From  this  point  to 
the  aforementioned  mill  near  Esher  the  river 
flows  through  private  lands,  and  so  conservative 
was  one  of  the  owners  that  some  years  ago  he  had  a 
chain  placed  across  the  stream,  which  prevented 
the  navigation  by  boats.  Mention  of  this  reminds 
me  of  a  similar  attempt  by  the  Hon.  Henry  L. 
Bourke,  M.P.,  who  placed  chains  and  a  formidable 
barrier  across  the  stream  adjoining  his  estate  at 
Hersham.  This  landowner  was  fought  at  court  by 
the  citizens  of  Esher,  Hersham,  and  Walton,  with 
the  result  that  the  chain  had  to  be  removed  and 
the  free  navigation  of  the  river  re-established.  The 
writer  of  these  notes  was  a  member  of  the  Mole 
Navigation  Defence  Committee,  and  moved  one 
of  the  resolutions  at  the  first  public  indignation 
meeting  held  in  the  Esher  Town  Hall.  Just  above 
the  Linoleum  Mill,  and  immediately  abutting  the 
South-Western  Railway  line,  some  300yds.  after 
leaving  Esher  Station,  travelling  towards  Walton, 
there  is  a  lovely  view  of  the  Mill  Pool  and  the 
river  as  it  winds  through  the  South  Waylands 
farm  lands.  The  pool  in  summer  is  indeed 
beautiful,  as  although  few,  if  any,  of  the  exquisite 
white  water  lilies  now  bloom,  the  lily  pads  are 
there  in  quantity,  which,  with  rushes  and  flowering 
aquatic  plants,  make  up  a  picture  fit  for  any 
canvas.  I  know  several  anglers  who  have  taken 
splendid  bream  and  carp  from  the  pool.  From 
here  the  stream  sweeps  round  in  a  graceful  curve, 
and  traverses  through  water-meadows,  delightfully 
shaded  with  pollards  and  trees  of  higher  stature  to 
Esher  Bridge.  Half-way  along  these  meadows  is 
very  noticeable,  almost  at  the  water  edge,  a  square 
tower  which  was  a  portion  of  Wolsey's  Palace 
in  the  grounds  of  Esher  Place.  This  relic  is 
very  picturesque,  being  partly  covered  with 
ivy,  and  at  night  the  owls,  which  make  it  their 
home,  may  be  heard.  In  this  portion  of  the  Mole 
there  are  shoals  of  very  handsome  bream,  which 
have  been  taken  up  to  61b.  to  my  knowledge,  but 
as  they  very  rarely  feed  except  at  night,  few  were 
captured  by  members  of  the  Anglers'  Association 
during  their  lease  of  the  water,  as  night  fishing 
was  not  allowed.  The  short  time  the  writer 
rented  this  bit  of  the  river  hundredweights  of 
bream  were  taken  by  the  subscribers,  always,  how- 
ever, during  the  night.  Leaving  Esher  Bridge, 
from  which  a  splendid  view  of  the  river,  right  or 
left,  is  obtained,  we  proceed  a  little  way  along  the 
Walton  road ;  and  where  the  river  has  a  short 
public  path,  merely  divided  from  the  highway  by 
an  iron  rail,  we  hire  a  light  row  boat,  or  canoe, 
which  alone  can  safely  traverse  some  parts  of  the 
stream  between  that  point  and  Cobham,  as  many 
old  trees  and  their  stumps,  which  have  in  bygone 
ages  fallen  into  the  river  at  places,  all  but  bar  the 
way.  A  fine  view  is  now  had  as  one  turns  and 
winds  about,  overshadowed  by  rich  foliage,  which 
at  many  places  meet  in  loving  embrace  across  the 
stream,  and  make  a  veritable  fairy  bower.  In 
corners  here  and  there,  and  under  great  roots 
of  trees,  the  angler's  eye  will  rest  with  delight. 
On  one  side  (the  right  hand)  the  lawns  of 
residences  and  rich  meadows  are  seen ;  while 
on  the  left  is  a  very  high  bank,  sloping  to  the  water 
almost  perpendicuarly  from  a  wood  or  copse. 
Shortly  we  turn  a  bend  and  approach  the  remains 
of  Mr.  Bourke's  before-referred-to  stockade  ;  but 
his  chain,  and  also  the  huts,  where  his  minions 
kept  watch  night  and  day  for  weeks,  armed  with 
bludgeons,  are  gone,  and  our  boat  glides  through 
the  still  standing  piles.  The  little  stream  now 
flows  towards  us  as  we  progress  through  Burhill, 
Burwood,  and  Painshill  Parks  on  to  Cobham. 
Resuming  our  journey,  we  find  the  Mole  at 
Leatherhead  spread  out  to  quite  a  lakelike 
extent,  and  hereabouts  there  are  numbers  of  fine 
trout,  besides  quantities  of  good  roach  and  other 
fish.  Near  Box  Hill,  and  at  Dorking,  where 
there  are  several  mills,  the  pools  of  which,  in  some 
instances,  may  be  fished  at  a  shilling  per  day,  but 
not  on  Sunday,  the  Mole  again  is  extremely 
beautiful,  the  Vale  of  Mickelham  particularly  so, 
and  a  ramble  along  its  banks  may  be  taken  by 
the  public  in  the  vicinity  of  Dorking,  Burford 
Bridge,  and  Box  Hill.  A  grand  view  of  the  river 
for  miles  may  be  had  by  ascending  the  hill.  The 
Mole  now  flows  through  the  grounds  of  Betch- 
worth  Park  on  to  Horley,  after  passing  which  the 
stream  becomes  smaller  and  of  less  account  to 
either  the  angler,  rambler,  painter,  or  naturalist. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  Mole  springs  into 
existence  by  means  of  many  small  brooks,  formed 


from  the  drainings  of  mill  ponds,  such  sheets  of 
water  generally  affording  good  fishing,  and  the 
little  streamlets  themselves  containing  small  trout 
in  places,  besides  dace  and  roach.  One  of  the 
principal  sources  of  the  river  is  from  the  overflow 
of  the  Hammer  Ponds  in  St.  Leonards  Forest, 
near  Crawley,  the  water  from  which  forms 
Bewbush  Pond,  containing  pike  and  perch,  which 
the  drainings  of  the  latter  supplies  Ifield  Mill 
Pond  (tench,  pike,  perch,  rudd,  roach,  and  eels,) 
from  which  the  brook  flows  by  Crawley  on  to 
Horley.    J.  D. 


A  TINY  TRIBUTARY. 


I  have  just  read  a  "  turnover  "  of  The  Globe 
which  deals  with  "  The  Early  Fly,"  and  a  portion 
of  what  the  writer  has  to  say,  appeals  very 
strongly  to  me :  "  We  most  greatly  honour  the 
fisher  in  small  streams.  He  takes  no  thought  for 
the  larder — if  he  did,  he  would  be  disappointed. 
He  gets  none  of  that  powerful  excitement  which 
those  who  fight  the  salmon  live  for.  He  can 
never  hope  to  creditably  boast  of  the  magnitude, 
except  in  mere  numbers,  of  his  catch.  His 
pleasure  begins  and  ends  with  the  exercise  of 
consummate  skill."  As  I  lay  the  paper  down,  and 
permit  my  thoughts  to  travel  over  days  gone  by, 
there  rises  before  me  a  pleasant  pictui'e  of  a  small 
stream,  a  tiny  tributary  to  "  Mother  Medway," 
which  rises  on  the  slopes  of  the  South  Downs  in 
the  heart  of  the  Kentish  Hills. 

Viewed  from  the  vantage  point  of  maturer  years 
the  stream  is  insignificant,  and  the  troutlets  con- 
tained therein  seem  unworthy  of  serious  considera- 
tion ;  even  the  duck  pond  at  the  old  farm-house 
seems  shrunken ;  and  can  it  be  possible  that  that 
unpretentious  fall  is  the  glorious  cascade  of  my 
juvenile  experience  ?  Here,  too,  is  the  horseway 
where  the  tiny  trout  rose  in  the  muddy  wake  of 
some  lumbering  farm  horse  returning  from  a 
day's  sleepy  ploughing  exercise.  At  the  pond 
below  there  is  hardly  sufficient  expanse  of  water 
to  permit  of  a  decent  cast ;  can  it  possibly  be  the 
same  pool  where  I  realised  with  palpitating  pride 
the  aspirations  of  youth,  and  with  delight  saw  the 
March  Brown — favourite  fly  of  those  early  days — 
alight  beneath  the  boughs  of  the  alder  on  the 
opposite  bank  ?  I  should  laugh  at  that  cast  now, 
for  the  distance  cannot  be  more  than  12yds.  or 
15yds.  Yet  this  tiny  tributary,  the  duck  pond, 
the  horseway,  and  the  pond  below  were  the  scenes 
of  many  delightful  hours,  and  one  can  well  be 
forgiven  for  lingering,  as  I  did  recently,  in  the 
locality  of  past  pleasures. 

At  places  the  stream  is  barely  a  yard  wide,  at 
no  part  is  it  difficult  to  jump  from  bank  to  bauk. 
As  a  spring,  it  escapes  from  the  side  of  a  familiar 
cliff  of  chalk  and  threads  its  tiny  course  down  the 
hillside,  now  lost  amidst  a  mass  of  thick  under- 
growth, now  emerging  with  a  merry  laugh  even  as 
a  child  plays  at  "  peep-bo !  "  It  is  joined  by 
other  tiny  brooklets  and  gathers  volume  at  a 
marshy  piece  of  ground  at  the  bottom  of  the  chalk 
pit;  next  it  flows  on  through  a  wood,  which,  at 
spring  time,  is  carpeted  with  primroses  and  blue- 
bells ;  and  after  this  it  enters  the  farm  yard  and 
fills  the  duck  pond.  Further  on  it  crosses  the 
country  road  at  the  horseway,  and  below  this  is 
"  the  "  pond.  This  was  the  limit  of  my  leave  in 
those  early  eays,  but  more  recent  experience  has 
taught  me  that  heavier  trout  than  were  contained 
in  the  stream  and  the  farm  ponds  rise  freely  to 
the  fly  in  the  mill-head  below. 

Only  the  ponds  and  horseway  offered  opportu- 
nity for  indulging  in  fly-fishing;  certainly,  at 
times,  I  would  essay  the  capture  of  the  troutlets 
in  the  stream  with  the  artificial  March  Brown, 
but  the  water  was  small,  and  consequently  it  was 
principally  negotiated  with  the  humble  worm.  In 
those  days  the  advent  of  a  fresh  in  the  stream  was 
hailed  with  delight ;  for  when  the  water  was  gin 
bright  the  capture  of  the  finny  inhabitants  was, 
at  best,  but  a  disappointing  performance.  The 
shadow  of  a  passing  bird  was  sufficient  to  send 
the  trout  scudding  away  up  or  down  stream ;  it 
can  be  easily  imagined,  therefore,  that  the  more 
substantial  form  of  a  holiday  making  schoolboy 
destroyed  any  little  chance  of  sport  there  might 
be.  Things  were  different  when  the  water  thick- 
ened after  a  rain.  Every  little  hole  in  the  stream 
was  known  to  me  and  in  these  would  be  dropped 
the  wily  worm.  Sometimes  my  efforts  were 
unsuccessful,  but  often  enough  the  line  would 
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stop  and  then  a  gentle  shake  would  make  known 
the  presence  of  a  fish.  Some  little  time  was 
allowed  for  the  trout  to  get  the  worm  "well 
down,"  then  the  rod  was  smartly  raised  and 
another  troutlet  was  fighting  for  dear  life.  I  don't 
think  I  caught  anything  over  a  jib.  as  a  rule,  but 
occasionally  a  ^-pounder  would  gladden  my  young 
heart ;  anything  above  that  weight  in  the  stream 
was  black  and  ill  conditioned,  and  I  can  recall  the 
capture  of  but  one  of  those  old  stagers.-  He  had 
made  his  home  in  a  hole  next  to  the  stump  of  a 
tree  in  that  portion  of  the  stream  which  flowed 
through  the  wood.  On  the  day  of  his  decease  the 
water  was  bright,  and  I  had  wriggled  my  way 
through  the  undergrowth  and  was  peering  from 
behind  a  thick  bush  into  the  home  of  the  black 
trout.  There  he  lay,  right  on  the  bottom ;  a 
villanous  looking  scoundrel.  Very  cautiously  I 
took  a  worm  from  the  little  flannel  bag  suspended 
from  my  coat  button  and  threw  it  into  the  stream 
just  above  the  hole.  The  current  slowly  carried 
it  right  up  to  the  trout  which  shifted  at  its 
approach,  then  lazily  turned  round,  opened  its 
mouth — and  the  worm  was  buried  !  So  far,  so 
good.  Next  another  worm  was  thrown  in,  but 
this  one  was  threaded  on  the  hook.  No  sooner 
did  this  worm  reach  the  fish  than  the  latter 
scudded  away  up  stream  like  a  flash  of  lightning. 
This  was  not  a  unique  experience,  he  had  pre- 
viously done  the  same  thing,  But  this  time  I 
determined  to  let  the  worm  stop  in  the  hole  until 
the  trout  returned.  Presently  it  came  back,  and 
deliberately  sucked  it  down,  and  soon  its  ^lb.  form 
lay  on  the  bank.  Black  and  ill  conditioned  as  it 
was  I  was  very  proud  of  my  capture ;  it  was  the 
biggest  fish  I  had  taken  from  the  stream. 

At  first  I  used  a  worm  in  the  duck  pond.  The 
bait  was  cast  out  and  allowed  to  rest  on  the 
bottom  until  a  silly  trout  swallowed  it.  Towards 
evening  the  surface  of  the  pond  would  be  broken 
with  the  rings  of  rising  fish  and  this  fact  deter- 
mined me  to  try  my  hand  at  fly-fishing.  The 
advice  and  instruction  of  a  friend  some  eight  or 
ten  years  my  senior,  were  sought  and  obtained, 
and  one  evening  found  me  whipping  the  duck 
pond  with  a  March  Brown  for  my  lure.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  have  mattered  much  what  fly  I 
used,  but  I  started  with  the  March  Brown,  was 
successful  with  it,  and  consequently  stuck  to  it. 
Certainly  those  troutlets  were  feai-less  feeders,  for 
about  a  dozen  fish  generally  fell  to  my  share. 
After  my  success  with  the  fly,  worming  in  the 
stream  was  seldom  indulged  in,  and  even  my  fly- 
fishing attentions  were  transferred  from  the  duck 
pond  to  the  horseway  and  the  pond  below.  Above 
the  horseway  was  the  fall  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  in  the  pool  below  the  fall  some  trout  were 
always  to  be  found ;  away  down  on  the  left  bank 
grew  some  bushes,  conspicuous  among  them  being 
a  thorn.  In  these  more  skilful  days  I  have  a 
sneaking  distrust  of  thorn  bushes ;  in  those  earlier 
days  that  particular  bush  was  indeed  "  a  thorn  in 
my  side."  The  right  bank  was  clear  and  open, 
and  the  pool  at  the  fall  could  be  fished  from  below 
and  across.  But  the  fly  would  fall  short  this  time, 
and  the  next  time  it  would  lodge  in  the  thom 
bush — I  hung  up  some  dozens  of  March  Browns 
in  that  bush !  However  the  fates  were  not  always 
against  me,  and  so  sure  as  the  fly  alighted  in  the 
pool  or  was  wafted  under  the  bushes,  so  surely 
would  a  tiout  rise  at  it.  As  the  evening  wore  on 
the  fish  would  come  out  of  the  pool  and  furrow 
their  way  across  the  shallow,  but  they  seemed  to 
be  sporting  and  not  feeding,  for  I  distinctly 
remember  catching  fewer  fish,  although  more  wei'e 
moving.  Small  as  the  pool  was  I  generally  got 
two  or  three  brace  of  trout  from  it ;  and  within 
twenty -four  hours  others  had  filled  the  places  of 
the  captiu-ed  ones.  One  evening  my  heart  gave 
an  extra  thump  as  I  noticed  a  fine  fellow  lazily 
poising  himself  just  beneath  the  surface,  right 
in  under  the  thorn  bush.  A  cast  was  made,  but 
the  fly  fell  short.  Another,  and  another  failure 
occurred  and  then  the  March  Brown  settled  in 
the  bush.  An  empty  feeling  of  disappointment 
possessed  me  as  I  gave  the  line  a  twitch  and  tried 
to  release  the  fly.  Good  fortune  followed  my 
effort  and  the  March  Brown  dropped  from  the 
bush  on  to  the  surface  of  the  stream.  Years  have 
passed  since  it  occurred,  but  I  can  see  the  rush  of 
that  fish  now ;  out  he  came  in  fine  style,  and 
before  I  had  realised  the  position,  he  had  hooked 
himself  and  was  away  down,  right  by  me,  over  the 
shallow,  and  into  a  deep  narrow  part  of  the  stream 
below ;  there  he  stuck,  and  for  some  time  defied 


my  efforts  to  land  him,  but  in  the  end  he  had  to 
give  way  and  I  proudly  placed  his  pound  propor- 
tions in  my  basket.  Only  a  pounder !  but  a  large 
fish  for  that  stream,  and  an  exceptional  prize  for 
me. 

I  divided  my  attention  pretty  evenly  between 
this  pool  and  the  pond  below,  but  for  some  time 
my  efforts  in  the  latter  were  not  successful ;  the 
reason  was  a  simple  one.  The  pond  was  about 
30yds.  long  and  15yds.  wide  at  the  widest  part. 
The  bank  from  which  I  fished  was  :  clear  of 
obstruction,  but  the  opposite  bank  was  lined  with 
bushes  and  alder  trees,  and  beyond  these  was  a 
garden  of  currant  and  gooseberry  bushes.  Cast- 
ing from  that  bank  was,  to  me  then,  an  im- 
possibility— if  there  is  anything  to  beat  a  thorn 
bush  it  is  a  gooseberry  bush.  My  skill  in  casting 
did  not  permit  of  me  placing  a  fly  under  the 
bushes  from  the  clear  bank,  and,  of  course,  under 
the  bushes  the  fish  principally  lay.  Late  in  the 
evening  they  would  come  out  into  the  open,  but 
late  in  the  evening  was  too  late  for  me.  I  had  a 
four  mile  walk  home.  It  can  be  easily  understood 
that  my  principal  aim  then  was  to  cast  the 
necessary  15yds.  and  place  my  fly  fairly  accurately 
over  the  fish  ;  and,  as  I  have  said,  it  was  a  proud 
moment  when  I  could  accomplish  that  not  very 
difficult  feat.  And  then  I  caught  fish  fewer  in 
number  but  bigger,  ^-pounders  were  by  no  means 
scarce  and  f-pounders,  and  even  pounders  were 
not  missing  from  my  basket  at  times.  I  still 
stuck  to  the  March  Brown  and  very  seldom  used 
any  other  pattern,  until  one  evening  I  was  intro- 
duced to  the  killing  powers  of  a  large  Golden 
Sedge,  after  which  I  invariably  used  that  fly  as 
the  shades  of  evening  approached. 

Since  those  days  I  have  had  heavier  catches 
on  many  British  waters.  I  have  cast  angle 
with  success  in  the  lochs  of  Scotland  and  the 
loughs  of  Ireland,  and  driven  the  steel  into 
some  good  fish.  The  strap  of  my  creel  has 
cut  my  shoulder  again  and  again  as  I  have 
tramped  back  to  the  hotel  or  fishing  quarters; 
but  that  evening  with  the  Sedge  on  the  pond 
through  which  flowed  the  tiny  tributary,  so  dear 
to  my  early  fishing  memories,  stands  out  in  bold 
relief. 

My  success  among  the  troutlets  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  friend  who  had  given  me  the 
preliminary  lessons  in  fly  casting,  and  one  day  he 
expressed  a  wish  to  accompany  me  on  a  visit  to 
my  favourite  stream.  I  eagerly  fell  in  with  his 
wishes,  permission  was  obtained  from  my  parents 
for  me  to  stay  out  after  dark  in  my  friend's  care, 
and  the  journey  to  the  scene  of  boyhood's  efforts 
was  accomplished  in  a  little  dog-cart  drawn 
by  a  good  looking  chesnut  pony  which  was  care- 
fully driven  by  my  companion.  The  afternoon 
had  well  advanced  when  we  reached  the  pond,  and 
I  well  remember  the  amused  manner  in  which  my 
friend  gazed  upon  the  water  we  were  to  fish. 
The  March  Brown  was  used  with  average  success, 
and  while  my  friend  chaffed  me  about  keeping 
"  undersized  fish  "  as  he  termed  them,  I  gradually 
added  to  my  basket  of  troutlets.  When  the 
"  evening  rise  "  came  on  I  was  persuaded  by  him 
to  change  my  fly  to  a  Golden  Sedge,  some 
specimens  of  which  he  had  in  his  possession.  To 
me,  the  result  was  a  revelation.  No  sooner  had 
the  Golden  one  alighted  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
alder  trees  than  two  or  three  fish  rushed  for  it, 
and  it  was  only  through  my  excitement  that  the 
first  cast  did  not  result  in  the  capture  of  a  trout. 
I  struck  too  soon. 

"  You  are  too  eager ;  give  them  a  little  more 
time,"  advised  my  companion,  and  acting  upon 
his  instructions  my  next  effort  with  the  Sedge 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  a  trout — a  i -pounder. 
Fish  followed  fish  in  rapid  succession,  and  as  the 
shadows  lengthened  and  the  sun  set,  sport 
with  the  troutlets  became  fast  and  furious  and 
the  advantages  of  the  Golden  Sedge  were  amply 
verified.  Presently  darkness  descended  upon  the 
pond;  the  alders  on  the  opposite  bank  could 
hardly  be  distinguished,  and  my  mentor  remarked 
"  You  need  not  trouble  to  cast  right  over  to  the 
bushes  now;  the  fish  are  out  in  the  open,  so 
shorten  up  your  line  and  feel  for  the  rises." 

This  was  my  first  experience  of  fishing  in  the 
dark,  and  an  enjoyable  experience  it  proved  to 
be.  Nothing  disturbed  the  weird  silence  but  the 
plash  of  rising  fish ;  when  a  cast  was  made  I 
could  not  tell  where  the  fly  fell,  indeed  it  seemed 
of  little  moment  where  it  did  fall,  so  long  as  the 
line  was  respectably  clear  and  taut !  then  would 


come  the  quick  pluck  at  the  fly,  instantly 
responded  to  by  me,  and  then  the  rush  and  dig, 
dig!  of  the  fish  until  it  was  safely  brought  to 
bank.  Every  now  and  then  a  stronger  plunge 
would  announce  the  hooking  of  a  larger  specimen, 
and  once— joy  untold!— my  little  rod  bowed 
repeatedly  to  the  plunges  of  a  plump  pounder. 
Then  the  rise  was  over  and  not  a  fish  stirred. 
Several  casts  were  made  without  profitable  result, 
and  my  companion  announced:  "It's  all  over, 
youngster,  they  have  finished  for  to-night ;  so  put 
your  rod  up.  I  don't  think  you  have  done  so 
badly,  you  must  have,  at  least,  ten  or  twelve  brace 
of  fish ;  not  a  bad  evening's  sport  although  they 
are  for  the  most  part  rather  small." 

In  those  days  size  was,  with  me,  a  matter  of 
small  importance,  number  was  the  attractive 
feature ;  really  I  believe  the  stream  -was  so  thickly 
populated  that  my  neglect  of  any  standard  was 
beneficial  to  the  water.  No  angler  has  returned 
home  from  a  most  successful  day  in  a  prouder 
manner  than  I  did  that  night.  As  we  bowled 
along  into  the  town,  more  than  once  I  caught  up 
my  creel  in  my  hand  and  mentally  weighed  its 
contents.  There  was  no  room  for  winch  or  fly 
book  in  it,  for  my  basket  consisted  of  twenty- 
seven  trout,  and  these  quite  filled  the  available 
space.   N'Impobte. 


Messrs.  J.  Watson  Lyall  and  Co.,  of  Pall 
Mall,  have  just  sold  the  magnificent  Highland 
estate  of  Ardross,  in  Ross-shire,  belonging  to  Sir 
Kenneth  Matheson,  Bart,  The  purchaser  is  Mr. 
C.  W.  Dyson-Perrins,  of  Davenham.  The  mansion 
is  a  very  large  castellated  structure,  of  great 
architectural  beaiity,  and  very  finely  situated. 
The  estate  extends  to  about  37,000  acres,  of  which 
about  17,000  acres  are  grouse  moor,  3715  acres 
arable,  and  3778  acres  wood.  The  deer  forest  of 
Dibiedale  is  included  in  the  estate,  and  extends  to 
nearly  12,000  acres,  and  the  Castle  park,  gardens, 
and  policies  cover  about  800  acre's.  The  sport  of 
all  kinds  is  splendid,  both  deer  stalking  and  grouse 
shooting  being  of  the  best;  while  there  is  also 
first-rate  low  country  shooting.  There  is  excellent 
salmon  fishing  in  the  river  Alness.  Altogether 
there  are  few  finer  estates  in  the  Scottish  High- 
lands than  Ardross.  The  rental  is  about  £5600  a 
year.   


ANDERSON'S   PATENT   SAFETY  ROAD 
SKATES. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  there  exists  at  present  a  desire 
amongst  tte  general  public  for  some  mechanical  apparatus 
that  will  afford  a  quicker  mode  of  transport  than  can  be 
got  by  natural  means,  and  to  this  can  be  traced  the  great 
popularity  of  cycling  in  recent  years.  Yet  though 
popular  there  are  many  disadvantages  connected 
with  the  cycle  from  which  it  cannot  be  separated. 
The  cyclist  must  of  necessity  confine  the  area  of  his 
operations  to  the  turnpike  road.  He  cannot  take  a  cut 
across  country,  or  visit  any  of  the  places  of  natural  beauty 
or  interest  that  lie  away  from  the  road,  without  first 
finding  safe  quarters  for  the  machine,  or  leaving  it  to  the 
tender  mercy  of  any  dishonest  passer-by.  The  skater  who 
uses  our  Safety  Road  Skates  can  on  the  other  hand,  if  ne- 
cessity or  convenience  make  it  desirable  that  he  should  cross 
country,  carry  his  means  of  locomotion  with  him  ready  for  use 
whenever  occasion  requires;  the  weight  of  the  skates  being 
only5to6Ub.  per  pair.  In  addition  to  this  their  compactness 
renders  their  storage  when  not  in  use  a  matter  of  no  difficult  y 
— a  desideratum  where  several  members  of  a  family  are  of  a 
cycling  turn  of  mind.  Then  it  is  generally  admitted  that 
there  is  no  better  means  of  healthy  recreation  than  skating, 
exercising  as  it  does  every  muscle  iu  the  human  frame 
without  the  body  having  to  assume  unnatural  or  cramped 
positions.  Any  rate  of  speed  suitable  to  the  skater,  from, 
a  walking  pace  to  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  an  hour,  can  be 
performed  with  equal  pleasure,  while  it  is  the  expressed 
opinion  of  those  who  have  used  them  regularly,  that  after 
some  practice  they  will  compare  favourably  with  the  cycle, 
especially  in  hill-climbing  qualities.  The  best  skates  yet 
invented  for  road  work  are  undoubtedly  Anderson  s  1  atent 
Safety  Road  Skates,  and  the  principal  advantages  over 
others  are  as  follow  s :  The  position  of  the  platform  or  toot- 
plate  which  is  carried  by  means  of  curved  forks  at  a  lower 
level  than  tho  centres  of  the  wheels,  is  only  about  2m.  above 
the  ground,  thereby  securing  facility  of  learning  and  much 
greater  steadiness  and  safety  than  could  be  obtained  when 
tho  foot  was  elevated  from  Gin.  to  8in.  from  the  ground. 
There  is,  consequently,  no  strain  on  tho  ankle,  and  no 
necessity  for  any  ungainly  ankle  supports.  Tho  arrange- 
ment of  the  wheels  in  front  and  behind  the  foot  is 
also  a  great  advantage,  as  from  the  longer  base  thus 
obtained  a  much  greater  degree  of  stability  is  secured. 
The  position  of  the  wheels  a'so  prevents  the  dinger  of  the 
skate  suddenly  stopping  and  throwing  the  skater  when  it 
strikes  a  small  stone  or  other  obstacle  on  lheroad.an 
occurrence  which  frequently  happens  when  the  wheels  are 
placed  underneath  the  foot.  Tne  peculiar  construction  ot 
the  frame  and  tho  special  metal— one-third  stronger 
than   finest  steel— from   which  it  is  made  combines 
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the  maximum  of  strength  and  running  power  with 
the  greatest  possible  lightness.  These  advantages 
»nd  improvements — the  result  of  several  years  of 
experiment  and  trial  —  have  been  demonstrated  by 
.lames  Smart,  the  celebrated  champion  skater,  who  last 
autumn  made  such  wonderful  records  with  these  skates. 
These  records,  as  well  as  others  by  Hendrik  Lindall,  the 
Norwegian  champion  skater;  Pollock  Wylie,  amateur 
champion  skater  of  Scotland  ;  and  many  other  professional 
and  amateur  champions  who  use  these  road  skates,  were 
all  made  on  ordinary  roads,  and  with  solid  tyres. 

Mr.  Anderson,  the  inventor  of  these  skates,  is  a  partner 
in  the  well  known  fishing  tackle  firm  of  67,  Princes  -street, 
Edinburgh.  He  has  skated  over  4000  miles  of  road  on  his 
skates,  and  recently  gave  us  an  exhibition  of  his  skill  on 
them,  Mr.  David  Wilson,  hon.  sec.  of  the  Fly  Fishers' 
Club,  tells  us  that  he  just  put  on  the  skates  and  went  off 
on  them  as  comfortably  as  possible.  Our  own  experiences 
we  will  give  later  on. 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  &c. 

0BT  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames. — General  Eemarks. — There  has  been  an 
improvement  in  the  character  of  the  trout  taken  this  last  week, 
but  the  cold  winds— in  spite  of  a  very  hot  sun— have  prevailed, 
and,  with  the  cold  nights,  have  kept  the  fish  down.  The  success 
of  my  friend,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  of  Brentford,  still  continues, 
and  the  fact  of  getting  two  good  fish  on  Friday  in  last  week 
makes  his  triumph  still  greater.  The  one  of  91b.  took  him 
quite  twenty  minutes  before  it  could  be  safely  landed,  and  those 
who  saw  the  fish  afterwards  greatly  admired  it.  It  has  been  sent 
to  Messrs.  John  Cooper  and  Sons,  the  justly  celebrated  taxi- 
dermists, of  Eadnor-street,  to  be  set  up  as  a  companion  to  the  one 
of  Ojjlb.  which  he  caught  on  April  2  last.  The  weight  of  trout 
taken  by  Mr.  Gomm  this  season  falls  little  short  of  801b., 
with  an  average  of  41b.  each,  and  a  total  of  twenty  fish, 
being  piloted  Charles  Hone,who,  in  addition,  has  landed  two 
more  with  other  patrons,  and  he  says,  "he  hopes  to  get  some 
more  before  long,  when  the  wind  gets  in  a  better  quarter."  The 
spawning  season  of  perch,  roach,  and  jack  is  reported  to  be 
over,  but  I  am  afraid  much  damage  has  been  done  by  the  swans 
and  duck,  and  especially  from  the  latter,  from  which  there 
appears  at  present  no  chance  of  relief;  and  the  failure  of  not 
having  the  former  housed,  as  was  the  case  in  1895,  when  an 
extension  of  time  was  granted  after  the  time  asked  for  had 
expired,  is  to  be  regretted.  The  gudgeon  are  said  to  be  going 
up  in  great  quantities,  and  the  roach  are  dropping  down 
from  the  weirs.  The  river  at  the  present  time  requires  constant 
watchfulness  from  the  keeper,  with  his  time  wholly  taken  up  in 
the  work,  and  the  T.A.P.S.  could  not  possibly  have  a  better  man 
than  head  river  keeper  William  Douglas  for  it,  whom  I  have  always 
found  as  anxious  as  myself  in  looking  after  the  fish. — B. 

  (Datchet). — John  Keene  writes ;  "  The  water  is  very  low 

and  bright,  and  the  cold  winds  keep  the  trout  from  showing 
themselves,  but  still  a  good  many  have  been  caught  here.  I 
have  been  out  one  day  with  Mr.  Moss,  who  caught  one  of  4Jlb. ; 
and  another  day,  with  Mr.  Mabbs,  a  beautiful  flah  of  71b.  2oz. 
Several  small  fish  have  also  been  taken." — B. 

  (Hampton  Couit).—  William  Milbourne  reports  :  "  Mr. 

Neville,  of  Esher,  on  16th  inst.  took  a  very  handsome 
trout,  weighing  4Jlb.,inflne  condition,  at  the  weir.  The  roach 
have  done  spawning,  and  are  dropping  away  from  the  weir.  The 
gudgeon  are  coming  up  very  thick.  The  wind  in  the  east  is  all 
against  trout  catching.'' — B. 

 (Lechlade,  &c.).— River  up  here  is  in  good  order  for 

trouting,  but  the  winds  have  been  very  high  and  bothering  to 
the  angler,  at  times  blowing  a  gale.  Several  Thames  trout  have 
been  on  the  move.  In  the  St.  John's  Bridge  length  a  well-known 
angler  safely  landed  a  brace,  but  being  under  41b.  he  generously 
and  carefully  returned  them  to  the  water. — Bambler. 

  ( Slieppeiton).  —  George  Bosewell  says:   "Your  old 

friend,  Mr.  G.  W.  Ellis,  Ashing  with  me.  caught  a  nice  trout, 
weighing  7  Jib.   I  have  been  out  but  very  little  this  season." — B. 

  (Staines).— Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  fishing  with  Charles 

Hone  on  Friday  in  last  week,  caught  two  fine  trout,  one  weighing 
91b.  and  the  other  61b.,  both  of  which  were  much  admired;  and  on 
the  following  day  another  fish  of  31b.,  making  his  total  score  this 
season  twenty  trout. — B. 

 (Sunbury).— One  of  my  correspondents  writes :  "  I  have 

not  heard  of  any  trout  taken  here,  but  to-day  I  saw  a  fine  one  of 
about  101b.  on  the  move." — B. 

  (Twickenham).— Mr.  Jefferies  and  Mr.  Islip,  fishing  at 

the  head  of  the  deep  with  W.  McBride,  of  Teddington,  the  former 
got  a  trout  of  4  Jib.  and  the  latter  a  fine  eel  of  31b. — B. 

  (Windsor  District).— Another  week  of  disappointment 

to  anglers  has  passed,  and  still  no  sign  of  rain.  The  wind  is  in 
the  same  quarter,  and  with  a  hot  mid-day  sun,  is  having  serious 
effect  on  vegetation,  though  In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
the  Thames  Valley  everything  is  looking  most  beautiful  just  now. 
A  few  trout  have  boon  seen,  but  with  exception  of  a  small  one, 
31b.,  by  Lumsden,  of  Datchct,  none  have  been  caught  in  this 
district.  Unfortunately,  two  nice  ones  have  been  pricked  and 
lost. — B.  It.  Bambridoe. 

Ancholme  District. — Another  consignment  of  300  fine 
English  tench  go  into  the  Ancholme  this  week,  making  a  total  of 
1000  recently  released.  The  Alder  fly  is  now  well  on,  and  the 
Hawthorn  just  appearing.  We  shall  huve  the  Black  Gnat  in  a 
few  days.  I  have  noticed  for  several  years  how  these  flies  usually 
follow  one  another  in  successive  weeks.  I  have  also  seen  just  a 
lew  Bed  Duns,  the  finest  and  bulkiest  of  all  the  Dun  tribe.  That 
usually  hitches  in  the  evening.  Some  good  sport  has  been  had 
on  the  Ruse,  and  Bcveral  trout  of  over  lib.  each  have  come  to 
bank.  Mr.  Cocking  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  anglers. 
The  weather  is  still  cold,  and  flies  hatching  sparsely.  I  still 
recommend  the  Cowdung  fly  for  bright,  breezy  daya.— Thomas 
Ford  (Caistor). 

Carey  (Ashwater).— Tho  river  has  got  rather  low,  and 
fish  have  not  been  rising  woll.  This  week,  however,  there  has 
been  an  improvement.  One  gentleman,  in  a  day's  fishing  on  the 
Thistle  brook,  got  a  banket  of  fifty-four  trout  with  the  Uawthorn 
and  Peacock  Blue. — Devonian. 

Coin  (  Gloucestershire j. — Tho  weeds  hare  been  nicely  cut 
on  the  Bull  waters  at  Fairford,  after  the  plan  advocated  by  Mr. 
ilalford  In  his  book  on  tho  dry  fly.  Mr.  J.  Titley  kindly  super- 
intended the  operations,  the  system  being  quite  new  to  the  Fairford 
weed  cutters.  The  river  is  now  in  capital  order  for  trouting,  and 
is  even  now,  In  places,  bank  high,  and  looks  very  flshable.  Several 
anglers  have  been  out,  but  they  have  found  the  high  winds  very 
troublesome,  and  the  trout  rise  v»ry  short.— Fan, 


Cornish  Streams.— Very  little  worth  writing  about  has 
been  done  on  the  rivers  lately.  The  water  has  fallen  back,  and 
has  got  very  clear.  A  c  ouple  of  peal  were  taken  on  the  Fowey  by 
Mr.  Peaso,  of  Lostwithiel,  but  these  fish  are  hardly  up  in  anything 
like  quantity  yet.  None  have  been  taken  on  t  he  Camel.  Trout 
fishing  has  been  poor,  One  basket  of  61b.  was  taken  on  the 
Camel  by  Mr.  Oliver;  but  the  bright,  hot  weather  has  been  all 
against  sport.  The  Tamar  is  in  good  condition,  and  should 
furnish  sport. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham,  &c.).— Sport  has  been  much  better, 
and  though  most  of  my  fish  have  been  rather  small,  I  saw  three 
very  fine  ones  taken,  the  best  being  nearly  ljlb.  The  Jenny 
Spinner  took  this  and  some  others,  but  I  had  best  success  with 
the  Blue  Dun.  There  is  still  plenty  of  water,  and  sport  in  even- 
ings should  be  good  — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Fish  have  been  rising 
pretty  freely  in  the  evenings  of  this  week,  but  very  skilful  angling 
is  required  to  tempt  the  trout  successfully.  The  fish  that  are 
being  taken  are  of  good  weight,  and  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin  has  creeled 
some  nice  specimens.  One  evening  he  had  two  over  the  Jib., 
and  amongst  a  dish  of  eighteen  fine  fish  was  one  J-pounder.  On 
Monday,  whipping  the  Dartington  waters,  he  secured  six  brace, 
including  one  over  lib.  weight.  Mr.  E.  Dis  on  has  had  baskets  up 
to  a  dozen,  whilst  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  has  also  hooked  some  Bplendid 
trout.  A  gentlemen  on  the  Harbourne  basketed  seventeen.  The 
minnow  is  being  used,  and  the  small  Black  Spider  and  Iron  Blue 
Dun  are  recommended. — Devonian. 

Derbyshire  Wye  (Buxton  Length).—  The  recent  cold 
weather  has  been  very  much  against  fishing,  and  although  the 
river  has  been  in  good  order  very  few  rods  have  been  out.  The 
weather  during  the  present  week  has  improved  greatly,  and  is 
now  warm.  The  river  continues  in  good  order,  and  fish  are  rising 
freely.  Two  or  three  brace  of  good  fish  were  taken  on  Siturday, 
all  on  the  Blue  Dun.  The  best  flies  are  Yellow,  Olive,  and  Blue 
Duns.— G.  H.  S. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rivers  have  fallen  very  rapidly, 
but  this  week  the  weather  has  been  much  warmer.  The  nights  of 
last  week  were  very  cold  and  kept  fish  from  rising.  Sport  will  no 
doubt  improve  now  that  there  is  not  so  much  ground  food.  On 
the  Dart  things  have  brightened  considerably,  and  some  splendid 
trout  have  been  creeled,  many  averaging  from  Jib.  to  fib.  The 
southern  rivers  appear  to  be  providing  the  best  sport,  evening 
fishing  being  most  successful.  The  Otter  and  the  streams  in  the 
Eggesford  district  are  in  good  ply,  baskets  running  from  fix  to 
twelve  brace  with  the  Hawthorn  and  Peacock  Blues.  Sport  is 
slack  in  the  north,  salmon  being  especially  scarce. — Devonian. 

Dove  and  Tributaries. — Weather  too  bright  for  much 
being  done — in  the  face  of  the  east  wind,  too — but  a  few  trout 
have  been  bagged  with  the  Iron  Blue  in  Dovedale.  GrayliDg  are 
rising  well.  This  cannot  be  said  of  trout.— D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 

Esk  (Whitby). — This  liver  continues  in  an  exceedingly  poor 
condition  for  sport,  and  heavy  rains  are  much  needed.  Smelts  in 
large  numbers  have  been  seen  coming  over  the  weir  at  Ruswarp, 
and  are  apparently  making  for  the  sea.  A  few  kelts  are  still  in 
the  dam  at  Buswarp  — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Weather  is  now  far  more  sum- 
merlike, and  water  is  running  down  into  good  angling  trim  On 
the  Brampford  water  several  nice  trout  have  fallen  victims  to  the 
artificial  minnow,  Mr.  G.  Taylor  scoring  three  about  lib.  apiece 
one  evening  recently.  Mr.  J.  Eowdon  fishing  the  Teign  on 
Saturday  last  scored  four  brace  of  good  average  size,  besides 
returning  a  number  of  small  fish.  This  river,  as  well  as  the 
Otter,  is  now  low,  and  of  gin-like  clearness.  Flies  doing  good 
service  are  the  Duns,  Uprights,  and  Halfstone. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— At  last  we  are 
getting  some  sunshine,  and  the  probability  is  that  anglers  will 
come  across  some  sport  before  long.  The  season  is  getting  on, 
and  very  little  has  been  done.  Last  week  there  was  a  diversion 
caused  by  the  visit  of  the  otter  hounds,  but  no  great  amount  of 
sport  was  got  out  of  them,  mainly  owing  to  the  conditions  pre- 
vailing. A  few  otters  were  found,  and  chased  on  the  Gwash  and 
other  waters  about  Stamford,  but  otters  are  not  so  numerous  as 
some  people  would  have  us  believe. — Limpbt. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Trout  fishing  is  described  as  "off" 
on  the  Idle  and  Ryton  last  week,  but  conditions  are  better  for  this 
week.  The  dace  in  the  river  were  much  more  inclined  for  sport 
than  the  trout.  It  may  be  interesting  to  some  to  know  that  the 
roach  in  the  river  have  laid  their  spawn,  and  are  now  in  a  most 
miserable  state.  One  or  two  were  taken  the  other  day  (and 
returned)  which  showed  this  to  be  the  case.  From  the  Forest 
district  there  is  no  news,  and  from  the  becks  towards  Southwell  a 
few  catches  are  mentioned  with  worms  or  grubs. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (N.  Wales).— The  bitterly  cold  weather  that 
held  out  so  long  came  to  an  end  on  the  15th,  since  when  (me  days 
have  been  bright  and  warm.  On  the  17ih  all  previous  records  of 
the  lake  were  broken  by  two  rods:  Mr.  L.  Garnett  creeled  forty- 
two  (291b),  and  Capt.  Garnett,  thirty-three  (221b.)  The  previous 
record  was  held  by  Capt.  Garnett  with  twenty-nine  fish,  on  May  5, 
1896.  On  May  13  flfty-six  flsh  were  accounced  for.  Capt.  Garnett, 
eleven,  6 Jib. ;  Mr.  L  Garnett,  seventeen,  121b.  (best  fish  scaling 
lib.  6oz.);  Mr.  Stenning,  nine,  541b.;  Hon.  Mrs.  Leigh,  four, 
2Jlb. ;  Capt.  Macbean,  two,  lib. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  eleven,  7  jib. 
The  14th  was  a  very  cold  day,  and  only  twenty-five  fish  were 
accounted  for :  Mr.  Townshend,  ten,  041b. ;  Mr.  L.  Garnett,  six, 
4 Jib.;  Col.  Doncaster,  three,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gifford,  three,  2Jlb.  ;  and 
Capt.  Garnett,  three,  lflb.  On  the  15th,  Mr.  Townshend  took 
twenty-two,  151b.  ;  Messrs.  Emmott  and  Moss,  twenty-five, 
201b. ;  Mr.  L.  Garnett,  twenty-six,  191b.  ;  Capt.  Garnett, 
twenty-four,  15$lb. ;  Col.  Doncaster,  five,  31b.  ;  Hon.  Mrs. 
Leigh,  four,  31b.  A  curious  thing  happened  to  Mr.  Townshend, 
who  caught  two  chub  on  one  minnow  flight.  On  the 
17th,  139  were  accounted  for:  Mr.  L.  Garnett,  forty- two, 
291b. ;  Capt.  Garnett,  thirty-three,  221b.  ;  Col.  Dor.caBter, 
eighteen,  lljjlb. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  thirteen,  9Jlb. ;  Mr.  Emmott, 
eight,  5Jlb. ;  Mrs.  Emmott  and  Mr.  Moss,  eight,  5Jlb. ;  Capt. 
Martin,  throe,  2±lb. ;  Oapt.  Macbean,  two,  lib. ;  Mr.  Nops  and 
Mr.  Doughty,  twelve,  91b. ;  the  best  fish  scaling  lib.  6oz.  On  the 
18th,  fifty  fish  were  taken:  Mr,  L.  Garnett,  fourteen,  8flb. ;  Mr. 
Lloyd,  nine,  fijlb. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  seven,  4$lb.  ;  Measrs.  Nops 
and  Doughty,  six,  331b.  ;  Col.  Doncaster,  six,  4^lb. ;  Mrs. 
Doncaster,  five,  41b. ;  Capt.  Martin,  one.  jib.;  Capt.  Macbean, 
two,  ljjlb  —  LONd  Dbift. 

Lea. — Although  a  considerable  number  of  anglers  have  during 
the,  past  week  been  out  up  the  Lea  after  trout,  also  on  tho  Beane 
and  Amwell  Magna,  sport  Is  reported  to  have  been  very  quiet — a 
fact  due  in  no  small  d  gree  to  the  extremely  cold  nights.  Un- 
favourable weather— the  wind  has  been  very  cold  and  boisterous 
at  times— haB  also  been  encountered  during  the  day,  and  trout 
have  kept  down  in  the  deeps.  I  have  heard  of  two  flsh,  both 
under  31b.,  being  landed  between  Ware  and  Hertford,  but  up  to 
the  time  of  despatching  this  report  no  trout  captures  arc  notified  me 
f rom  Broxbourne,  Hoddesdon,  Rye  House,  or  St.  Margaret's,  atall 
of  which  stations  there  arc  Borne  good  flab.  Results  among  the  eels 
would  also  appear  to  have  fallen  off.  Tho  netting  on  behalf  of 
the  Lea  at  (he  East  London  Waterworks  at  Tottenham,  has  been 
postponed  on  account  of  tho  spawning  season.  Tho  work  is  to  bo 
carried  out  by  the  Anglers'  Association. 

Leach  (Gloucestershire).— Some  nice  trout  have  boen 
creeled  on  this  stream,  but  an  otter  about  has  kept  the  trout  down. 
The  rivor  keepers  are  on  tho  look  out  forbim.  Best  Hies  :  Olive 
Dun,  Alder,  Blue  Dun,  Red  and  Olive  Quill,  and  Red  Spinner.— L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  In  capital  condition  for  fishing.  Tho  weather  baa  been  fine, 
but  an  east  wind  has  been  blowing,  but  has  not  made  any 


difierence  to  anglers  going  out,  and  a  fair  number  of  rods  have 
been  on  the  rivers.  The  llsh  have  been  sporting  well  at  the  fly, 
and  good  sport  has  been  had  with  the  Blue  Dun,  Orl,  Red 
Spinper,  Grey  Spinner,  and  Yellow  Dun.  May  Fly  are  expected 
to  be  up  soon,  as  they  are  moving  on  the  bottom.  Some  very  nice 
flsh  landed  this  week. — Gwynne. 

Lug'g,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (King/sland).— Rivers  are 
in  good  order,  yet  sport  is,  on  the  whole,  indifferent,  owing  to 
the  prevalence  of  northerly  and  easterly  winds,  with  bright  Bun- 
shine,  and  occasionally  frosty  nights.  Flies  out  are  :  Alder, 
Yellow  Dun,  Grey  and  Brown  Spinners,  Iron  Blue,  Hardy  Brown, 
and  Sky  Blue.  The  May  Fly  we  expect  to  see  begin  to  rise  next 
week.  The  minnow  haB  accounted  for  a  few  fair  baskets.  -.  A 
change  of  wind  and  genial  weather,  with  some  rain,  and  sport 
would  be  good.— R.  T.  WILLIAMS. 

Mid  Taw  (Eggesford).— River  getting  rather  low,  but  some 
fair  baskets  have  oeen  taken  in  the  evenings  by  Major  Flavel  and 
others  staying  at  the  hotel.  The  proprietor  had  a  very  nice  dish 
on  Saturday  last,  one  fish  weighing  12oz. — F.  A.  M. 

North  Staffordshire  Streams. — the  change  in  the 
weather  has  cume,  and  raised  anticipations  in  angling  circles. 
Streams  are  low  and  mostly  bright,  but  sport  is  possible  to  the 
careful  angler.  On  the  Churnet,  Moss's  Cockwing,  Coch-y- 
bondhu,  and  Greenwell's  Glory  (large)  have  taken  fish,  and  a 
rod  on  the  Leek  and  Moorland  length  of  the  river  took  several  to 
March  Brown.  The  Blythe  fishes  to  Wickham  Fancy,  female 
March  Brown,  and  Orange  Partridge.  Duns  are  on  the  Dove  in 
fair  quantity,  but  do  not  hear  of  great  things  being  done.  A 
solitary  May  Fly  is  reported  to  have  been  seen  at  Sandon. 
Bottom  tlshers  have  taken  trout  at  Wallgrange  up  to  lib.,  and  a 
Devon  minnow  accounted  for  a  dish  from  the  same  place. — F.  W. 
Dale. 

Otter  (Honiton). — Although  sport  has  not  been  brilliant  this 
week,  there  have  been  some  nice  takes,  the  trout  being  of  excep- 
tionally fine  quality,  and  of  good  size.  The  Hawthorn  and  Red 
and  Blue  Haresflex  are  killing,  but  the  minnow  is  being  used  to  a 
great  extent. — Devonian. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  genial  weather,  to  which 
anglers  have  so  long  looked  forward,  has  come  at  last,  ami  the 
river  having  been  in  excellent  order  for  fishing,  sport  has  been 
good.  The  fords  at  Shrawardine,  the  Islo,  Ufllngton,  Emstrey, 
and  Atcham  have  been  largely  visited,  and  trout  have  been  rising 
pretty  freely.  Most  of  those  captured  have  been  of  the  Loch  Leven 
breed,  turned  into  the  river  from  time  to  time  by  the  Shropshire 
Severn  Angling  Association.  A  handsome  flsh  of  If  lb.  was 
landed  at  Ufflngton,  on  the  March  Brown,  by  Mr.  W.  Edwards, 
together  with  several  others  of  smiller  dimensions.  The  water  is 
now  fine,  and  while  the  present  warm  weather  continues  morning 
and  evening  angling  will  yield  the  best  results. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech).— 
Up  to  the  close  of  last  week  the  weather  here  has  been  of  the  most 
winterly  description,  with  snowstorms  of  usual  occurrence,  and 
perpetual  cold  winds,  with  all  the  Welsh  mountains  covered  with 
snow,  so  that  it  is  small  matter  for  wonder  that  very  little  snort 
was  obtained  by  anglers.  At  present  all  this  is  changed,  with  the 
exception  of  the  wind,  which  still  remains  in  a  very  cold  quarter, 
and  which  asserts  itself  in  the  early  morning  and  evening;  but 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  day  the  sun  is  very  powerful,  and 
the  streams  are  covered  with  flies,  to  which  the  trout  are  rising 
freely,  but  the  water  in  all  these  streams  is  very  low  and  bright 
and  greatly  against  sport. — VYRNWY. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  weather  daring  the 
week  has  been  treacherous,  varying  from  frost  to  an  almost 
tropical  temperature  within  a  few  hours,  and,  with  an  easterly 
wind,  the  record  of  sport  among  the  trout  is  a  poor  one.  A  day 
on  a  western  stream  by  three  rods  resulted  in  two  brace  of  flsh, 
averaging  lib.  Here  May  Fly  is  at  a  discount,  as  we  have  no 
rise.  The  wormists  in  the  Ouse  tributaries  have  secured  a  few 
small  flsh — nothing  over  8Joz.  Harbour  fishing  among  the  smelt 
has  been  exceptionally  good.  Mr.  Moore,  on  Monday,  secured 
over  eight  dozen  at  one  time. — Geouqe  F.  Salter. 

Teifl  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  continues 
very  low,  and  but  little  sport.  A  good  heavy  rainfall  much 
needed  — H. 

Teign  (Devon).— This  week  some  net  fishermen  have  been 
fined  for  indulging  in  illegal  practices,  the  first  prosecution  under 
the  new  bye-law  by  which  the  conservators  hope  to  improve 
angling  on  the  river.  Sport  has  been  only  fair  up  to  the  present, 
although  Newton  rods  have  creeled  some  nice  flsh. — Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  fine  and  warm  during  the  day,  but  the  wind  has 
been  in  the  east,  and  cold  at  times.  More  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  the  trout  have  been  moving  better,  and  are  taking  the  fly  well. 
The  beBt  flies  to  use  are  the  Blun  Dun,  Grey  and  Brown  Spinners, 
Yellow  Dun,  Wiekham's  Fancy,  and  Orl,  the  latter  fly  having 
come  on  in  good  numbers  the  last  few  days.  Bottom  fishers  have 
tried  worm,  and  some  large  trout  have  been  landed  Minnow 
fishing,  morning  and  evening,  has  been  successful.  Otters  are  to 
be  seen  near  Ludford.  On  Sunday  night  four  of  them  were  seen 
coming  up  under  Ludford  Bridge,  and  working  under  the  weir 
above  the  bridge.  In  the  Ashford  water  some  good  sized  flsh 
have  been  landed  with  the  Orl.  Near  Steventon  trout  are 
sporting  well,  and  several  nice  lots  of  flsh  have  been  taken. 
Below  Ludford  Bridge  good  trout  have  been  caught  with  the 
worm.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — The  Teme  continues  to  run  clear  and  a 
fair  level  for  fishing,  and  the  weatber  has  been  suitable  for 
anglers  to  get  out.  Trout  have  been  moving  better,  and  rise  at 
the  fly  well.  A  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  of  late,  and 
have  used  Blue  Dun,  Orl,  Grey  Spinner,  Wickham,  and  Yellow 
Dun.  Sport  has  been  fairly  good,  and  some  nice  trout  landed. 
A  good  fall  of  rain  would  work  wonders  as  to  sport,  and  the  llsh 
would  move  better.— Worcester. 

Torridge  (Torrington).— River  in  fine  order  for  fishing, 
and  we  are  having  brignt  summer  weather.  The  trout  are  not 
taking  very  freely,  but  lots  of  fine  mullet  have  been  taken  in  the 
tidal  water.  A  general,  writing  me,  saya:  "My  brother  and  I 
had  good  sport  at  Ischl  in  the  Austrian  Tyrol,  using  the  Blue 
Upright  and  Wiokham's  Fancy  for  trout  and  grayling."  The 
brother,  the  captain,  writing  me,  says:  "I  have  just  rtturned 
from  abroad  after  having  some  good  sport  at  Ischl.  My  last 
day  was  the  bcBt,  viz ,  sixty-five  trout  and  grayling,  weighing 
about  301b.,  taken  between  11.30  a.m.  and  5  p.m  I  used 
generally  two  flies,  the  Blue  Silver  Twist  and  Wiekham's  Fancy. 
With  these  I  caught  nearly  all  my  flsh." — Practical  Anolek. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— Good 
sport  continues  to  be  had  on  tho  Swan  waters,  amongst  those 
who  have  beon  out  being  Rev.  Canon  Golightly  and  Messrs. 
Morgan,  Aldham,  Cope,  Barthol,  and  others.  A  young  lady  has 
also  been  getting  a  brace  or  two  here.  May  Fly  will  probably  he 
up  about  June  1  or  2.  Best  flies  at  present  are  dark  winged 
Olive  Dun,  Sherry  Spinner,  Bed  Spinner,  Black  Gnat.  BM 
Upright,  and  small  gold  ribbed  Hare's  Ear.  River  is  in  good 
ply*  all  throughout  the  district.  Canon  Golightly  reports  to  tin- 
a  nice  creel  in  the  Williamstrip  waters  of  flvo  brace.—  Sukrry 

Sl'INNER. 

Usk  (Abargavenny).  •  River  dead  low  and  clear;  anglers 
have  been  having  little  or  no  sport.  If  tho  weather  continues 
lino  and  hot  as  it  was  Tuesday,  I  shall  expect  to  hear  of  lotti 
good  catches  of  trout  being  taken  with  the  small  worm  up  stream, 
which  Is  one  of,  if  not  tho  moat,  doadly  bait  on  tho  Usk,  in  the 
bands  of    competent  angler.— E.  J.  Delafield. 
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Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— Eh  er  at  presen  t 
rather  low ;  trout  are  rising  fairly  well  now  during  the  evening 
Mr.  Gerald  Eden  caught  41b.  fine  trout  with  the  fly  last  Satur- 
day. A  good  flood  wc  uld  do  good  just  now,  and  probably  bring  a 
few  salmon  up.— Poxtsenny. 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  i  Lincolnshire). — A  much 
brighter  prospect  opened  this  week  for  the  trout  fisher.  There 
has  been  bright  sunshine  most  days,  but  the  nights  have  been 
cold,  and  keep  the  temperature  of  the  water  down.  In  one  or 
two  cases  lately  there  has  been  a  decent  take  from  local  streams, 
seven  or  eight  brace,  but  these  have  been  few.  Alder  flies  are 
now  out,  and  these  with  other  seasonable  flies  Bhould  be  of  service 
at  the  week-end.  Water  in  most  places  is  very  clear  and  bright. 
— LUOI. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-,  H.B.— 

Although  the  weather  has  been  anything  but  favourable  to 
angling,  some  good  baskets  have  already  been  made  on  the 
surrounding  lochs.  On  Monday,  this  week,  Messrs.  Thompson 
and  Gandy,  Kirkby-Stephen,  Westmoreland,  fished  Loch  Urigill, 
and  landed  seventy-four  trout  aggregating  251b.— B. 

Awe. — On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Mac- 
donald  had  a  salmon,  171b.,  and  three  trout  Capt.  Baldwin  and 
Rev.  Mr.  Wood  had  some  splendid  baskets  of  brown  trout  on  the 
hill  lochs.   The  river  is  in  good  ply,  and  plenty  of  fish  showing. 

Border  Esk, — In  the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  Lamb  caught  a 
sea  trout,  and  Mr.  T.  Johnstone  caught  one  a  pound  in  weight  in 
the  same  water.  Sport  is,  however,  almost  confined  to  yellow 
trout.  In  Tarras,  Mr.  McMillan  creeled  71b.  at  a  fishing.  Mr.  W. 
Ballantyne  caught  fifteen  yellow  trout  at  Skipper's  Bridge. 
Wauchope  has  also  yielded  some  fine  yellow  trout,  and  the  Ewes 
has  not  been  far  behind.  Mr.  Deans,  of  Hawick,  had  two  dozen  in 
the  Tarras.  Mr.  J.  Graham,  fishing  in  the  Liddfe,  had  a  sea  trout, 
ljlb.  Mr.  W.  Murray  had  a  catch  of  several  pounds  of  yellow 
trout  in  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Liddle.  A  number  of  anglers 
have  been  out  on  the  Longtoun  water,  but  catches  have  been 
small.  Now  that  sea  trout  have  begun  to  run  freely,  much  better 
sport  is  anticipated  by  Longtoun  and  Metal  Bridge  anglers.— G. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  H.B.). — On  Monday  and 
Tuesday,  of  last  week,  capital  sport  was  obtained  on  the  various 
waters,  as  already  reported.  On  Wednesday,  Mr.  B.  T.  Coupland, 
of  Gruinards,  and  of  Cresswell  Gardens,  Kensington,  was  out 
from  the  hotel,  and  landed  a  151b.  salmon  on  Long  Poo),  and  an 
8-pounder  on  Crag  Pool;  Admiral  Albert  Hastings  Markham, 
B.N.,  had  one  on  the  Anat  Lodge  water.  On  Thursday,  Mrs. 
E.  T.  Coupland,  caught  a  101b.  salmon  on  Boss  Pool ;  Mr.  Coup- 
land,  a  10-pounder  on  Poll-a-Chapnill,  and  one  of  10|lb.  on 
Bock  Pool— all  on  Gruinards  water.  On  Friday,  Mrs.  Coupland 
got  one,  of  "Jib  ,  on  Poll-a-Chapnill;  Col.  Cornwall  Legh, 
Bridge  Hotel,  Bonarbridge,  one,  cn  BraelaDgwell  water ;  and 
Mr.  Peel,  Balnagown  Arms,  one,  on  Invercharron  water.  On 
Saturday,  the  only  successful  angler  was  Mr.  J.  MacLeod,  Balna- 
gown Arms,  with  a  91b.  salmon  on  Poll-a-Chapnill.  On  Monday, 
Mr.  Coupland  had  a  nice  salmon  on  Gruinards  water. — B. 

Cassley  (Rosehall,  via  Lairg,  H.B.).— Although  the 
weather  has  been  unfavourable,  being  bright  and  dry,  and  the 
water  low,  fairly  good  sport  has  been  got  by  Captain  Bose,  Post- 
office  Buildings.  Salmon  ranged  from  9£lb.  to  131b.,  and  the  most 
prolific  casts  appear  to  have  been  Bridge,  Lazy,  and  Bound  Pools. 
Weather  now  improving,  and  good  sport  expected. — B. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters  (Lochinver,  via  Lairg, H.B.).— 
With  the  view  of  improving  the  angliDg  amenities  of  this  quarter, 
His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Sutherland  has,  from  his  own  hatcheries, 
consigned  2000  Loch  Leven  fry,  which  the  keeper  and  Mr. 
McKenzie,  hotel  keeper,  deposited  in  the  burns  communicating 
with  Lochs  Crocach  and  Fewn— one  half  for  each  loch.  Another 
consignment  for  the  remaining  lochs  and  streams  is  expected 
from  his  grace.  Mr.  McKenzie  intends  netiiog  Loch  Beannoeh 
and  Fewn  in  autumn  for  the  purpose  of  exchanging  fish,  that  is, 
from  Beannoeh  to  Fewn,  and  vice  versd,  Boats  now  all  ready,  and 
weather  improving. — B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— The  river  Deveron  is  exceedingly 
low,  and  both  net  and  rod  fishing  falling  off.  Few  salmon  were 
got  during  the  past  week  by  the  nets  from  the  lower  pools.  The 
first  grilse  this  season  was  captured  in  the  river  on  Saturday,  and 
another  on  Wednesday  last.  As  yet  they  are  not  appearing  in 
great  numbers  on  the  coast.  Scarcely  any  were  got  in  the  nets. 
On  Tuesday  half  a  dozen  were  killed.  They  weigh  from  21b.  to 
3Jlb.  For  the  past  week  only  a  couple  of  boxes  have  been  sent  to 
the  markets,  compared  with  eight  for  the  corresponding  week  last 
year.  Until  rain  falls  in  abundance  there  is  little  improvement 
expected  either  from  the  sea  or  river. — H.  W. 

Ericht  and  Shee.— Last  week  Mr.  A.  Fyffe,  Blairgowrie, 
landed  a  trout  from  the  Ericht  weighing  7flb.  and  measuring 
27in.  by  14in.  On  the  same  river,  Mr.  Durward  Leli  and  Master 
Leli  hive  lately  had  good  baskets.  On  the  Shee,  the  Eev.  Mr. 
Eden  and  Messrs.  Woodhouse  and  Hiocks  have,  from  the  Inver- 
cauld  Arms,  killed  700  trout,  the  total  weight  being  2901b.  Had 
the  weather  been  less  unfavourable  the  take  would  have  been 
much  greater.  For  a  week  the  weather  has  been  quite  wintry.— 
Iasoair. 

Inveran  (H.B.).— Since  last  reported  the  following  excellent 
sport  has  been  got  on  the  Shin  by  anglers  from  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel:  On  10th  inst.,  Sir  John  Shelley,  Bart.,  of  Michelgrove, 
Sussex,  landed  a  salmon  of  121b  ;  and  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie, 
Bart.,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  two,  of  111b.  and  12Jlb.  On  11th, 
Sir  John  Shelley  landod  two  salmon,  weighing  91b.  and  101b.  On 
12th,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie  got  two  salmon,  of  181b.  and  71b. ; 
Mr.  Arthur  Ferguson  Davie  a  14-pounder;  and  Sir  John  Shelley, 
one  of  131b.  On  13th,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie  landed  two 
salmon,  weighing  131b.  and  141b,  On  14th,  the  last-named  angler 
landed  four  salmon,  weighing  141b.,  101b.,  131b.,  and  141b. ;  and 
Sir  John  Shelley,  one  of  151b.  On  15th,  Sir  John  Shelley  landed 
a  101b.  salmcn.   Weather  favourable,  but  water  rather  low.— B. 

Zsla  (Perth). — The  past  fortnight,  up  to  Monday,  has  been 
quite  wintry  and  against  sport,  and  the  streams  are  running  low 
and  clear,  excepting  in  the  eveniDg,  when  the  volume  iH  consider- 
ably increased  by  the  melting  snow.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Bobert 
Bobertson,  a  local  angler,  had  (in  about  four  hours)  121b.  of  good 
trout.  During  the  past  fortnight,  amrng  others  the  following 
have  had  fair  success:  Messrs.  J.  McGregor  (Gleniela),  D. 
Murray,  W.  Black,  James  Kettles,  J.  Brown,  K.  Barnett,  G. 
Batchelor,  D.  Henderson,  J.  Barnett,  T.  Henderson,  and  J.  Ogilvie 
(from  Dundee).  Mr.  Ogilvie  had  a  nice  trout  of  2flb.  Mr. 
Durward  Leli,  the  tenor,  has  had  good  sport  on  the  lochB,  but  the 
weather  is  too  clear  for  big  creels. — Iasoair. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Out  from  Stronaeh- 
lachar  Hotel,  on  Tuesday,  Gen.  Briggs  caught  fourteen  beautiful 
trout.— Donald  Ferguson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).—  The  past  week  has  been  the  warmest 
this  year.  It  was  hoped  that  mild  weather,  following  the  long 
continued  cold,  would,  with  Increased  water  temperature,  bring 
aDglers  better  sport,  but  such  has  not  been  the  caBe,  although 
several  fair  creels  have  been  got.  Messrs.  Eidley,  Ovingham-on- 
Tyne,  In  three  days,  captured  sixty  trout,  601b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Ogilvv, 
Arndean,  killed  twelve  trout,  71b.;  Mr.  Annandule,  Edinburgh, 
ten  trout.  71b.  8oz.  A  few  of  the  first  prize  winners  at  club  com- 
petitions were :  Mr.  A.  Dalglish  (Glasgow  A.C.),  four  trout, 
21b.  9oz.;  Mr.  J.  B.  Mills  (Dundee  A. C),  seven  trout,'31b.  9Joz. ; 
Mr.  A.  Dlckaon  (Fifeshire),  two  trout,  31b.  lloz.;  Mr.  Tod 
(Glasgow  St.  Mungo),  seven  trout,  51b.  12oz.  Few  flies  are  yet  to 
be  seen  on  the  water,  and  at  present  fly  fishing  Is  being  prosecuted 
with  little  or  no  Buccess. 


Loch  Migdale  (Bonarbridge,  H.B).— A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  on  this  favourite  sheet  of  water,  but  owing  to 
adverse  state  of  weather  and  water  sport  has  been  poor. — B. 

Haver  (Eettyhill,  via  Thurso,  H.B.).— Since  last  report 
the  following  excellent  sport  was  obtained  :  On  10th  inst.,  Mr. 
Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  had  two  salmon  on  -beat  No.  1 ;  and  Mr. 
MarstOD,  Skelpick  Lodge,  one,  on  No.  3.  On  11th,  Dr.  Fernie, 
Syre  Lodge,  two,  on  No.  1 ;  and  Mr.  Gill,  one,  on  No.  2.  On 
12th,  Major  Burnell  Milnis  landed  three  salmon  on  No.  1,  one  of 
them  a  beauty  of  23^1b.  Col.  Lane,  Dalvina,  on  beat  No.  6,  landed 
a  grilse  of  3\lb.  (the  first  of  the  season)  and  a  salmon  of  23£lb.  ; 
while  Mr.  Gill  had  two  salmon  on  No.  3.  On  13th,  Col.  Lane, 
one,  on  No.  1 ;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnis,  three,  on  No.  2.  On 
14th,  Mr.  EarleDrax,  Skelpick  Lodge,  three  salmon,  on  No.  2, 
one  of  which  turned  the  scales  at  261b.:  Col.  Lane,  three,  on 
No.  2;  and  Mr.  Marston,  a  13J-pounder,  on  No.  0.  On  loth, 
Mr.  Earle  Drax  grassed  two,  on  No.  1;  Mr.  Marston,  two,  on 
No.  2;  and  Major  Burnell  Milnis,  one,  on  No.  4.  Weather  fine 
and  mild,  and  some  fish  running. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— A  vast  improvement  has  set  in 
in  regard  to  the  weather,  although  anglers  would  now  welcome  a 
splash  of  rain,  as  the  streams  are  too  low.  On  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Dee,  at  Invercauld,  sport  is  now  rife.  Here  Capt.  Fitz- 
william  and  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  have  between  them  landed 
thiry-one  flsh  during  the  last  two  weeks.  On  the  Carubus  O'May 
section  a  few  fish  are  being  got ;  while  Sir  William  Brooks'  guests, 
on  the  Glentana  reaches,  are  having  five  and  six  flsh  daily,  of 
average  weights.  On  the  Huntly  Arms  water,  Mr.  Letham  and  Mr. 
Watsons  divided  ten  flsh  between  them  last  week.  On  Monday,  Mr. 
Letham  had  another  of  71b.,  and  Mr.  Watsons  two,  of  81b.  and 
101b. ;  while  Bowie  (keeper)  had  two,  of  61b.  and  8!b.  Over  100 
flsh  have  been  creeled  on  this  water  since  the  season  opened.  On 
the  Kincardine  water,  Col.  E.  J.  Fryer  had  the  honour  of  landing 
the  first  grilse  of  the  season — a  real  beauty  of  31b.  In  addition, 
the  Colonel  had  three  others,  of  7 Jib.,  81b.,  andlislb.  On  the 
Lower  Dess,  Mr.  W.  S.  Campbell  had  five  fine  fish,  scaling  from 
61b.  to  91b.  On  Borrowstone,  Mr.  Sivire  creeled  three,  of  61b., 81b., 
and  181b.;  and  Mr.  H.  J.  Neill,  one  of  71b.  On  Carlogie,  Mr. 
G.  M.  Kelson  landed  five,  scaling  from  61b.  to  101b. ;  Mr.  Halsam, 
one  of  71b. ;  and  Mr.  J.  J.  McLean,  one  of  81b.  On  Ballogie,  Mr. 
Chas.  Gill  had  two,  of  71b.  and  S.b.  Mr.  E.  Drummond  has 
grassed  101  flsh  for  the  season  on  this  section  alone.  On 
Woodend  water,  John  Morlimer  had  nine,  and  Mr. 
Waldie  five,  on  Saturday,  scaling  from  61b.  to  101b.  On 
the  Don,  an  excellent  trouting  season  is  being  enjoyed,  despite 
the  nature  of  the  weather.  Last  week  Baillie  John  Brown,  Capt. 
Weatherley,  Mr.  James  Bolton,  and  Mr.  Brown  had  splendid 
baskets  of  yellow  trout,  chiefly  to  the  March  Brown  and  Green- 
well's  Glory.  On  another  section,  Mr.  W.  LaiDg  and  party  had 
301b.  of  trout  to  three  rods  on  Monday.  On  the  tidal  waters,  Mr. 
M.  Mowat  and  Mr.  N.  Mackie  had  a  very  respectable  show  of 
flnnock  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last.  The  Don  tidal  is  not 
affected  by  any  close  season  for  smolts,  like  the  Dee  and  some 
other  streams.  On  Lord  Kintore's  waters,  one  day  last  week,  the 
keepers  landed  two  flsh,  of  81b.  and  131b.  Kelts  are  still 
numerous,  and  a  spate  is  needed  to  move  them  seawar-ds.  On 
the  Grandholm  section,  Mr.  Malloch's  rods  are  doing  well  both 
with  the  salmon  and  trout.  On  the  Ythan,  despite  the  low  state 
of  the  water,  good  sport  is  being  got  daily.  On  Lord  Aberdeen's 
water,  at  Methlic,  Mr.  Clark,  of  Mill  of  Kell,  had  three,  of  "Jib., 
101b.,  and  131b.,  one  day  this  week ;  while  Mr.  Clack  landed  a 
beauty  of  101b.  on  Gight  water.— G.  M. 

Oykell  (OykeUbridge,  via  Lairg,  H.B.).— Fishing  from 
Balnagown  Arms  Hotel  last  week,  Major  iJodson,  Mr.  Gunter,  &c, 
had  fair  sport  on  the  Oykell,  and  other  anglers  on  the  Einig. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  is  no  improvement  in  the  sport 
on  the  Border  rivers  to  report  this  week.  All  the  waters  are 
extremely  low  on  account  of  the  long  spell  of  dry  weather  in  this 
district,  and  some  of  the  rivers  are  very  foul.  Tha  weather  is 
very  bright  at  present,  far  too  bright  for  fly,  and  trout  are  not 
yet  fairly  on  the  worm.  Sea  trout  are  not  over  plentiful  in  the 
Solway  nets,  but  they  are  making  a  better  show  than  last  week. 
I  do  not  suppose  over  half  a  dozen  sea  trout  have  been 
accounted  for  by  rods  in  all  the  Solway  rivers  put  together  this 
season.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  few  sea  trout  are  caught  in  the 
Border  waters  before  June.  The  Annan. — In  this  river  Mr. 
Thorburn,  schoolmaster  of  Brydekirk,  was  again  fortunate  in 
killing  a  nice  clean  run  spring  salmon  of  81b.  on  Friday,  while 
fishing  the  Mount  Annan  private  water.  Mr.  Thorburn  was 
angling  with  fine  tackle  and  small  fry  for  yellow  trout  in  the 
Back  of  the  Wood  stream,  when  he  killed  hiB  second  spring 
salmon  within  a  week.  Mr.  Pasley  Dirom's  fisherman  has  had  a  few 
yellow  trout  of  late.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  Mr.  Tom  Borne  had 
a  number  of  fair  sized  yellow  trout  by  fishing  the  dry  fly  from  a 
private  garden.  On  Monday,  seventeen  salmon  were  counted  in 
the  Bridge  Pool  at  Annan.  So  far  as  I  could  judge,  they 
were  all  kelts  on  their  way  back  to  the  Solway.  Until  the 
herling  make  their  appearance  at  the  end  of  next  month 
very  little  sport  will  be  the  rule  on  the  rivers  of  this  district.  Nith 
and  Cairn. — These  rivers  are  low  and  clear,  and  angling  is  at  its 
lowest  ebb.  On  the  Cairn  a  few  yellow  trout  are  being  caught 
about  sunset,  with  brandling  worm  chiefly.  There  are  no  notes 
as  to  the  takes  on  the  main  river.  St.  Mary's  Loch.— On  this 
loch  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Saitterwhaite  killed  eighteen  yellow  trout  ooe 
day  last  week,  and  at  another  outing  on  the  following  day  they 
had  seventeen.  Galloway  Eivers. — The  Kirkcudbrightshire 
Dee,  the  Fleet,  and  lire  are  very  low,  and  little  is  at  present  being 
done  among  the  local  rods.  Ayrshire  Loohs  —  On  Friday,  Mr. 
Scott  was  out  in  the  Eglinton  Hotel  boat  from  Dalmellington,  and 
killed  eighteen  yellow  trout  with  fly.  On  the  following  day,  Mr. 
Monachan  was  reported  as  having  tilled  a  "lb.  trout.  Easterly 
winds  prevail  at  present,  and  trout  are  not  rising  so  well. — 
Heatherbell. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.— Another 
week  of  cold  and  ungcni  il  weather  has  not  improved  the  pro- 
spects of  the  angler.  Both  Tweed  and  Teviot  are  now  running 
very  low,  and  large  gravel  islands  are  to  be  seen  below  Kelso 
Bridge  thus  early  in  the  season.  Smolt  are  very  numerous  just 
now,  and  are  a  perfect  pest  to  the  fly  fisher.  Some  very  fair 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  got  since  last  report,  and  a  few  salmon 
have  also  been  killed,  but  a  good  flood  would  do  an  immense 
amount  of  good.  The  Blrgham  and  Carham  waters  seam  the 
only  ones  where  there  are  any  amount  of  salmon  lying,  although 
on  Borne  of  the  other  fastnesses  a  ilsh  has  now  and  then  been 
got.  On  a  stretch  just  above  Kelso  a  flsh  of  71b.  was  killed  on 
Tuesday;  and  on  the  Sprous ton  water  two  flsh  of  tslb.  and  71b. 
rejpectively  have  been  got.  On  the  Hendersydo,  Makerstoun, 
and  Ednam  House  waters  no  Ashing  has  taken  place  for  some 
time.  On  the  Birgham  and  Carham  waters  (Lord  Home's)  on 
Wednesday,  the  12th  inst.,  Lord  Dunglass  had  one  flsh  of  olb. 
weight;  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  Brown  had  a  nice  flsh  of  151b.  ; 
and  on  the  15th,  Lord  Dunglass  again  killed  a  salmon  of  about 
81b.  On  tho  Floors  lower  water,  on  Friday  last,  Mr.  Lucas  had 
a  salmon  of  7ib.  Two  or  three  sea  trout  havo  also  been  killed  in 
the  Jedburgh  district.  Of  those  who  have  been  most  successful 
amongst  the  yellow  common  trout  may  be  mentioned  O. 
Farquharson,  6  b.  and  81b.;  T.  Thompson,  4Jlb.  and  51b.;  J. 
Robaon,  6}lb. ;  Jas.  Mabon,  31b.;  G.  'I  rotter,  51b  ;  E.  G.  Bond, 
41b.,  61b.,  and  51b. ;  J.  Cook,  51b.;  T.  Marks,  4Jlb.;  J.  Hogg,  4|lb. 
and  6ib. ;  and  Jas.  Aitken,  6lb. ;  all  being  killed  with  fly  in  Tweed 
and  Teviot.  On  the  Eden  I  learn  that  some  four  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  killed  with  worm  and  fly  ranging  from  31b.  up  to  61b. 
On  the  Bowmont  and  Kale  little  sport  is  being  got,  these  tribn- 
laries  being  very  small  at  present,  On  tho  Berwickshire  riyers 


fair  good  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been  killed.  On  the  Eye,  on 
the  8th  inst.,  Mr.  George  Campbell,  Westbarns,  had  Of  lb.  Mr. 
Bobert  Whitehead,  Abbey  St.  Bithans,  on  tha  Whitadder,  had  just 
close  on  61b.;  Mr.  Eobert  Purves,  Houndwood,  on  the  same 
stream,  had  51b. ;  Mr.  Peter  Dixon,  Grant's  House,  4^1b.  The 
Langton  and  Fogo  Club  competition  t ook  place  on  Monday,  and 
the  following  ware  the  winners  :  First,  George  Williams,  51b.  2oz. ; 
second,  Jas.  Graham,  4Jlb.;  third,  Thomas  Duncan,  31b.  13oz.  ; 
fourth,  Charles  Ellison,  2 jib. ;  fifth,  Allan  Speirs,  jun.,  2|lb. ; 
sixth,  George  Patterson,  21b.  Many  other  baskets  weighed  below 
the  21b. — Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea). — The«river  is  now  getting  into  capital  order  for 
trouting,  and  before  this  is  ia  print  all  tho  reaches  from  Kilrea  to 
Caronroe  will  be  flshable.  Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Portrush,  was  out 
for  a  few  hours  among  the  eel  weirs  on  May  14,  and  took  7^1b.  of 
beautiful  flsh,  largest  2Mb.  This  was  the  only  gentleman  out 
from  the  Mercers'  Hotel  during  the  pist  week.  There  are  plenty 
of  salmon  now  in  all  the  reaches,  hut  I  only  heard  of  four  baing 
tiken,  and  these  on  the  Caronroe  reach.  Major  Moore  got  three, 
and  Mr.  Craig  one,  but  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain  the  correct 
weights.  Local  anglers  are  getting  a  few  trout  from  the  banks. 
—  Daniel  O'Fee. 

Bundrowes.—  Very  bright  weather  and  north-east  wind  at 
time  of  writing.  Mr.  T.  Feely  took  one  salmon  of  141b.  weight  on 
13th  inst.,  and  Mr.  W.  G.  toDk  another  of  111b.  on  12th  inst. 

Caragh  Lake. — Fishing  is  still  very  good  on  the  upper 
waters.  Mr.  Eollen,  staying  at  Glencar  Hotel,  one  salmon,  91b., 
on  13th;  and  Mr.  Downing,  one  salmon.  101b.,  on  the  16th.  Trout 
fishing  on  the  lower  lake  very  good.  Visitors  staying  at  Southam 
Hotel  are  having  from  one  dozen  to  one  and  a  half  dozen  per  day, 
from  Hb.  to  21b.  each.  2s.  tickets  are  issued  now  for  salmon  arid 
white  trout  on  lower  Caragh. — G.  C. 

Corrib  (co.  Galway).— This  sorely  afflicted  river,  which 
has  been  in  a  state  of  chronic  flood  since  almost  the  opening  of 
the  season,  to  the  great  detriment  of  spring  fishing,  is  lowering 
into  better  order.  Peal  are  putting  in  an  appearance,  and  a  few 
have  been  killed.    Spring  salmon  Ashing  is  over. — J.  A.  B. 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Billinderry  and  Blaekwater 
are  in  fine  order  for  the  fly;  but  the  clear,  bright  weather  is 
against  big  takes,  and  trout  do  not  seem  in;lined  to  rise  to  the 
fly  in  daytime.  There  are  uo  signs  of  salmon  in  either  river  vet 
—J.  A.  B. 

Znny  (CO.  Kerry).— Brown  trout  angling  continues  fairly 
good,  but  no  salmon  or  sea  trout  have  been  hid  by  anglers  this 
year  so  far.  The  latter  flsh  are  now  pushing  up,  but  the  formar 
a>e  keeping  to  the  tidal  waters,  awaiting  a  flood.  During  the 
week  the  baskets  of  brown  trout  obtained  averaged  about  two 
dozen  fljh  of  the  usual  size.  The  best  flies  were  the  Claret, 
March  Brown,  and  Jock  Scott. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney. — Salmon  fishing  is  practically  at  a  standstill  on 
the  lakes  in  consequence  of  very  bright  weather,  but  brown  trout 
flsherB  have  had  good  baskets  at  odd  times,  especially  in  the 
evenings  whenever  a  breeze  sprung  up.  A  few  salmon  have  been 
had  on  the  rivers.  The  prosp3cts  for  the  coming  week  are  very 
dull,  as  a  change  in  the  weather  does  not  appear  to  bj  near  at 
hand. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Silmon 
fishing  has  been  slack  during  the  week  owing  to  bright  weather. 
Four  salmon  only  have  been  had,  and  all  by  local  professionals. 
They  weighed  respectively  101b.,  111b.,  HHb.,  and  1611b.  The 
brown  trout  angling  has  yielded  well  in  the  late  evenings,  and 
many  anglers  had  baskets  of  two  dozen  and  over  daily.  Sea 
trout  are  coming  up  slowly,  but  those  fish,  as  a  rule,  seldom 
arrive  here  in  anything  like  good  numbers  before  June.  A  few 
grilse  have  arrived  from  the  sea  during  the  week.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Capital  sport  was  hid  on  this  lake  during 
the  past  week.  Mr.  Carter  took  five  salmon  of  following  weights  : 
•121b.,  61b.,  111b.,  111b.,  and  91b:  Surgeon  Carter  took  three  salmon, 
of  101b.,  81b.,  and  131b.  respectively,  during  the  week.  Mr.  J. 
Johnston  took  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  13th  inst.,  and  another, 
81b  ,  on  14th  inst.  Capt.  Barton  took  one  salmon  of  101b.  on 
13th  inst. ;  and  Mr.  St.  George  Johnston  took  another,  on  same 
day,  of  111b.  Col.  E.  B.  Wilson  took  one  Balroon,  101b.,  on  12th 
inst.  Trout  fishing  in  the  early  part  of  last  week  was  excellent, 
but  the  north-east  wind  End  bright  weather  is  at  present  against 
good  trouting. — M.  Eocan  and  Sons. 

Lough  nfiask  (Clonbur,  co  Galway).— Angling  has 
greatly  improved  on  Lough  Mask  and  its  tributaries.  Amongst 
those  out  were :  Captain  Auketell  Jones,  Mr.  Barclay,  Mr.  Greer, 
and  Mr.  Hodgson,  all  of  whom  had  excellent  trouting,  the  fish 
running  from  lib.  to  4Jlb. — J.  A.  B. 

Mountain  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Brown 
trout  fishing  has  yielded  good  sport,  generally  speaking,  on  these 
waters  up  to  Saturday  last,  but  since  then  matters  piscatorial 
have  fallen  off  very  much  owing  to  abnormally  sultry  and  bright 
weather.  The  best  baskets  on  Saturday  were  :  On  Drenane.  one 
of  three  dozen ;  on  Commeravanig,  one  of  forty;  on  Bricdarri"- 
one  of  thirty -nine;  on  Coomavoher,  one  of  four  dozen;  and  on 
Coomcatcun,  one  of  tbirty-four.— T.  J,.  D. 

Mourne  (Hewtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone).— The  unfavour- 
able weather  of  the  past  month  drove  away  a  lot  of  English 
anglers,  but  sport  revived  with  the  present  spell  of  good  weather. 
Thi3  week  Col.  Cole  had  fair  bag3  of  brown  trout.  White  trout 
should  soon  be  here.  I  learn  that  the  nets  on  the  Foyle— the 
estuary  of  the  Mourne— have  got  some  clean  run  salmon,  which 
is  exceptionally  early,  and  presages  an  early  salmon  season 
here.— J.  A.  B. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— To  the  great 
de light  of  anglers  the  Green  Drake  made  its  dibut  on  Lough  Deig 
on  Saturday,  since  which  date  soma  splendid  gillaroo  anil  brown 
trout  have  been  bagged.  Mr.  James  Keogh  (Ballina)  killed  a ' 
gillaroo  trout,  weighing  7f  lb. ;  J.  Courtney  had  another  gillarco, 
5JIb. ;  Mr.  Walmesley-Cotham  (St.  Helen's)  killed,  on  Monday! 
five  trout,  weighing  151b.  ;  average  weight,  311).  Other  rods  have 
also  landed  some  nice  trout.  I  hope  to  send  you  next  week 
fuller  details.  Splendid  crop  of  dnke  this  time,  and  of  good  size. 
A  fine  salmon  of  35ib.  was  killed  here  on  16th  inst.  by  P.  Ryan 
and  W.  Fogarty.  Mr.  E.  II.  Wilson  has  killed,  since  his  arrival 
a  few  days  ago,  four  salmon,  181b. ,  151b.,  131b.,  and  81b. ;  and  bis 
men,  flsbiig  for  him,  one,  131b.  Mr.  W.  A.  II.  Martin  got  two 
131b.  and  111b.  Water  in  gocd  condition,  but  weather  bright  ami 
warm.— S  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— Water  much  lower,  weather 
very  bright  and  warm.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges  kille.l,  lath 
one  silmon,  2IJtb. ;  1  Ith,  one  salmon,  Solo.;  17th,  one  salmon' 
101b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  II.  O.  Lewis  killed,  13tb,  one  salmon' 
14Jlb  ;  14th,  two  salmon,  101b.  and  281b.  On  Hermitage  Mr! 
W.  O.  Jones  killed,  14th,  two  salmon.  14. b.  and  17lb. '  On 
World's  End,  Mrs  F.  A.  Ingham  killed,  14th",  one  salmon,  171b.  • 
15th,  one  peal,  2Jlb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  Greenall  killed,  14th', 
one  salmon,  1  l  b. ;  18th,  one  salmon,  141b.  On  Nowgarden  Mr,' 
G.  C.  Williams  killed,  14th,  two  salmon,  26lb.  and  8441b,  ;  15th' 
one  salmon,  ljlb.;  Nth,  ono  salmon,  12JIb.  Trout  Ashing  has' 
been  good,  several  over  lib.  hoing  taken,  also  some  over  31b.  and 
one  of  about  Gib. — J.  Enriuiit  a.vii  Son. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Sport  has  fallen  away  to  a  low  ebb 
in  consequence  of  bright  and  sultry  weather.  The  riverB  are  now  too 
low  for  successful  salnun  flsbiug,  though  brown  trout  anglers  aro 
still  getting  fair  baskets  in  the  evenings  aftrr  6  p.m.  White  trout 
are  appearing  in  these  waters,  which  they  annually  visit,  but  they 
will  not  look  at  even  the  most  tempting  flies.— T.  J.  D. 
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Westmeath  Lakes. — The  Groun  Drake  is  "up"  on  Lough 
Eimel  (also  known  as  Dividers),  butut  present  angling  prospects 
aro  poor,  and  will  remain  so  until  the  bright  weather  changes, 
and  with  it  tin  dry  east  wind. — J.  A.  B. 

Westmeath  iiakes  (Mullingar).— Concurrent  with  the 
advent  of  the  Green  Drake  or  May  Fly  easterly  wind  set  in.  The 
result  has  been  bright  sunny  weather,  a  cloudless  sky  all  day 
long,  and  no  fishing.  This  has  been  the  case  for  several  years 
past,  and  has  caused  bitter  disappointment.  Anglers  aro  vory 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  a  change  in  the  weather,  as  it  is 
absolutely  useless  to  go  out  bo  long  as  the  wind  remains  as  at 
present. — T.  J.  W. 


Jingling  ^isfutes, 

May  23.   ■ 

Globe  :  Outing  to  Amberlev. 
May  24. 

Canning  Town :  Visit. 

Collingwood  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
Fanny  Folks  :  Visit. 

Hearts  of  Oak  :  Distribution. 

Jubilee :  Visit. 

Prince  Arthur  :  Visit. 
May  25. 

Alma  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Annual  dinner. 

Brunswick  Brothers  :  Concert  and  distribution. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

Dalston  :  Distribution. 

Highbury :  Annual  dinner. 

Eose  and  Crown  :  Concert. 

Waggoners  :  Distribution. 
May  26. 

A'nicible  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 

Camden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Crown  and  Buckland  :  Distribution. 

Dalston  :  Distribution  of  prizes. 

Dibden  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Firm  and  True  :  Distribution. 

Highbury  :  Annual  dinner. 

Hounsfield  Otters  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Distribution. 

North  London:  A.B.S.  concert. 

Sharp  Waltonians  :  Annual  supper. 

Sociable  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

Walworth  Waltonians  :  Distribution. 
May  27 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Dinner  anl  distribution. 
Great  Northern  Brothers  :  Annual  supper. 
New  Albion  Piscatorials :  Annual  dinner. 
Original  Alexandra:  Distribution. 
May  29. 
Cobden :  A.B.S.  concert. 


May 

i  i 

June 


31.- 
31.- 
31.- 
1.- 
1.- 

1.  - 

2.  - 
3!- 
9.- 
9.- 
9.- 

13.- 
15.- 
20.- 
25.- 


-Amieable  Excelsiors  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

-Clissold  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

-Greenwich  :  Annual  dinner. 

-ADglers'  Pride  :  Annual  supper. 

-Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  :  Annual  suppar. 

-Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

-Dibdiu  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 

-Foley :  Annual  supper. 

-Amicable  Brothers :  Distribution. 

-Co?y  :  Distribution. 

-Serapis :  Annual  dinner. 

-Original  Alexandra :  Annual  dinner. 

-Second  Surrey  :  Visit. 

-Mr.  Eldridge's  A.B.S.  competition. 

-Second  Surrey :  Visit. 


i&epxts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  tfiat  their  Reports '  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning1.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (Earthen  District  No.  1).— The 
next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Canning  Town 
Angliog  Society,  Marquis  of  Salisbury,  H«rmit-ioad,  Canning 
Town,  on  Monday  next,  May  24,  when  I  hope  to  have  a  good 
attendance. — G.  Maxnino. 

Anglers'  Association  (Wkstkrn  District)  Visiting' 
List.— I  hope  anglers  will  not  forget  the  visit  to  the  Jubilee  A  & 
on  Monday,  May  24.  This  being  my  club,  I  hope  all  will  try  and 
give  mc  a  bumper.— .1.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.—  Tkntii  Lea  Competi- 
tion.—Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  tho  following  sums  :  Funny  Folks,  5s. ;  Enterprise 
Rovers,  .'is. ;  Eose  and  Crown,  -Is.  :  Canning  Town,  8s. ;  Original 
Alexandra,  £1.  Secretaries  will  oblige  by  sanding  in  cash  or  un- 
fold tickets— S  Malby. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society. — I  beg  to  acknowledge 
with  thnnks  the  receipt  of  £7  3s.  fid.  Walthamstow  Brothers 
£1  4*.  (id.  North  Lambeth,  £1  3s.  Foley,  8s.  (late)  Bramley 
\ngli.ig  Soeirties  n-oiit  their  donation  boxes.  Tho  next  committee 
meeting  will  take  place  on  Friday,  May  28,  at  8.30.— R  GnUBNET 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced  Stag, 
Worship^  treet,  Flnsburv.— On  May  16  several  members  wero  out 
for  trout.  Result:  "Nil."  Wednesday,  May  10,  good  meeting. 
Plenty  of  business.  Annual  supper,  May  2«,  at  8.30.  Prize  dis- 
tribution Wednesday,  June  '.).   Donors  please  note. 

Anglers*  Pride  Angling-  Society,  Duke  of  Suffolk 
Brandon-street.  Walworth— Will  members  and  friends  send  in 
their  prizes  by  Wednesday,  and  also  send  in  their  nanus  for  the 
supper  on  Jure  1:  Mr.  G.  H  Sheppard  chairman  and  president, 
Mr.  Dickey  vice-chairman.  Supper  on  table  at  8.30  sharp  —A 
I  ORNISH. 

Batt  -l-sea  Friendlv  Angling  Sooiety,  Qneen's  Hotel, 

Qneen  B-road  Battersea,  S.W.— The  twentieth  annual  dinner  and 
distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  when 
upwards  of  thirty-three  members  and  friends  sat  down  to  an 
excellent  dinner,  most  ably  catered  by  Mr.  J.  Cox.  Mr  J  Hudson 
officiated  as  chairman,  Mr.  Jenkins  took  the  premlerprize  of  the 


club  for  gross  weight,  and  Mr.  Wilson  first  prize  for  gross  weight 
of  jack.  Nearly  a  quarter  of  a  ton  of  fish  has  been  weighod-in 
during  last  season,  and  *e  have  a  good  number  of  prizos  to  coni- 
rete  for  during  tho  ensuing  one  and  it  is  hoped  all  will  be  won. 
The  following  artiales  most  ably  contributed  to  the  har.nony 
Mr  J.  Curtis  (pianist),  T.>m  Jones,  A.  Bradshaw,  Fred  Edwards 
Beck  Combination.  J.  Will  'ujhby,  A.  Vine  (ventriloquist),  J 
Hayward,  W.  Johnson,  the  meeting  closing  with  the  National 
Anthem. — A.  T. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Broml*y-by-Bow.—  Wo  bad  a  good  inuner  last  meetingnight,  and 
a  lot  of  business  was  got  through.  Upwards  of  twenty  prizes 
given  to  be  fished  for  during  the  season,  am  »ng  which  are  two 
given  by  Mrs.  H.  Jackson  (the  hos  ess)  and  Mrs.  B.  Bissell,  which 
are  well  worth  trying  for.  A  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the 
A.B  S.  will  be  held  at  the  above  house  on  May  25,  and  distribution 
of  prizes  will  take  place  during  the  evening.— J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society 
Mowlem-street,  Cambridge  Heath.— At  our  last  meeting  we  had  an 
e  xcellent  attendance  of  members  to  make  final  arrangements  for 
our  second  annual  sapper,  which  takes  place  on  i  uesday,  June  1 
at  the  above.  All  members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend 
next  Tuesday  for  very  important  business.  Club-room  oDened  at 
8  o'clock  sharp.  On  May  y  Mr.  French  had  a  very  nice  trout 
one  of  the  Loch  Leven.  kindly  put  in  the  Lea  by  Mr.  G.  Hoyle' 
weighing  31b.  13Joz.  Mr.  W.  Young  was  made  a  working  member 
on  May  18.— R.  Hubbard. 

Camden  Angling  Sooiety,  The  Victory,  Clarence  road, 
Kentish  Town.— On  May  1C  several  of  our  members  were  at 
Southend  fishing  for  dabs,  and  all  had  flsh.  On  the  2Gth  we  hold 
our  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  supper  on  the  table 
at  8  p.m.  sharp.  On  tho  lfuh  we  made  two  new  members,  and  one 
proposed. — F.  Honour. 

Clerkenwell  and  District  United  Visiting  List.— 
A  successful  visit  on  the  above  was  paid  to  the  Gt.  Northern 
Brothers  on  Monday  evening,  Mr.  C.  Watling  in  the  chair  the 
following  eighteen  societies  being  well  represented  :  Gt,  Northern, 
Lincoln,  St.  John's,  Crown  and  Buckland,  Eustonian,  Amicable 
Waltonians,  Bloomsbury,  Alma,  North  London,  Camden,  Royal 
George,  Mitre,  Foley,  Hoxton  Brothers,  Independent,  Collingwood 
Bermondsey  Brothers,  and  Wenl  .ck.  The  next  visit  will  be  to  the 
Lincoln  A.S.,  held  at  the  Metropolitan,  Winchester-street,  King's 
Cross.    Date  later  on. — F.  Castell. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.  —  On  the  12th 
our  seventeenth  annual  dinner  took  place,  when  fifty-seven  s  it 
down  to  an  excellent  dinner  provided  by  Mr  Wilson,  of  Cleveland- 
street.  After  dinner  the  distribution  of  prizes  took  place,  when 
thirty-two  members  received  prizes,  the  amount  distributed  in 
prizes  being  £35.  We  have  a  good  prize  list  fcr  the  ensuing 
season.  Will  members  attend  and  give  in  names  for  privilege 
tickets,  as  I  am  making  out  the  list.  Our  second  annual  rowing 
match  will  take  place  on  May  23  ;  fishermen  »,  rowing  clubs. 
A.B.  concert  May  29. — T.  Twyman. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms,  Stam- 
ford-street, Blackfriars,  S.E.-Our  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes  will  take  place  on  Mocday,  May  24.  Mr.  Roberts  will  take 
the  chair;  Mr.  Ford,  vice-chair:  when  I  hope  to  see  every  seat  at 
table  occupied.  Concert  afterwards.  All  anglers  and  friends 
welcome.    We  made  another  new  member  — W.  Ash 

Cisy  Angling  Soc'ety,  The  Plough,  Rochester-road, 
Westminster,  S.W.—At  our  meeting  on  May  19  it  was  agreed  that 
the  annual  distribution  should  take  place  on  June  0.  Mr  W. 
Payne  was  proposed  a  working  member.— J.  White. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society,  Middlesex 
Arms,  35,  Clerken well-green,  E.C.— At  our  last  meeting  the 
balance-sheet  was  read,  and  passed  unanimously.  Will  prize 
donors  please  send  on  their  prizes  as  soon  as  possible,  so  that  I 
can  get  the  list  made  up.  I  am  looking  forward  for  a  iolly 
evening  next  Wednesday.— G.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society.  Brownlow  Arms.  Brownlow- 
street,  Dalston.— On  May  18  I  had  a  very  full  attendance,  when 
the  revision  of  the  rules  were  gone  into.  They  were  fully  discussed 
and  adjourned  until  June  1.  On  Tuesday,  May  25,  our  "annual  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  take  place,  when  I  hope  to  see  all  members 
present.    Friends  and  ladies  cordially  invited.— S.  Malby. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo,  All 
Saints-road,  Westbourne  Park.— The  supper  takes  place  on 
Thursday,  May  27,  at  8  o'clock.  I  will  thank  members  and 
friends  that  have  promised  prizes  to  forward  same  as  early  as 
possible,  so  that  I  can  make  up  the  prize  list.— W.  Jenkins. 

Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House,  Earlsfleld 
S.W.— The  annual  general  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  season  will  take  place  on  Tuesday  next,  May  25.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend. — A.  Traquair. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High  Cross- 
road, Tottenham.— Our  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on 
May  12,  when  we  held  a  good  meeting;  butseveial  prizes  did 
not  come  in  owing  to  change  of  secretary.  There  are  a  few 
prize  donors  whom  I  should  like  to  see,  if  they  will  kindly 
attend.  On  May  2P  we  hold  a  special  general  meeting  for  election 
of  officers,  &c. — W.  Lefevrh. 

Enterprise  Rovers  Angling  Society,  Enterprise  Club, 
Maneheo  House,  South  Tottenham.— Our  third  annual  supper 
and  distribution  was  a  most  enjoyable  one.  Our  president,  Mr. 
Gawen,  took  first  prize  for  gross  weight,  and  many  more  prizes ;' 
Mr.  Jones,  second  gross:  and  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Wren,  of 
Jdrisand  Co.,  10s.  Gd.  prize;  Mr.  Pealling,  three  gross  and  other 
prizes;  Mr.  Firkins  took. prizos;  Mr.  Ramsey  took  a  prize.  Mr. 
Frere  presented  the  prizes  with  a  humorous  speech.  Mr.  Moor, 
of  the  Wtilton  and  Cotton  A.S.,  proposed  "  Success  to  the  Enter- 
prise Rovers.''  Numerous  prizos  promised  for  the  coming 
season. — J.  Kin*. 

Firm  and  True  Angjing  Society.  —  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— Our  prize  distribution  takes  place 
at  above  address  on  Wednesday  next,  May  2G.  A  host  of  talent 
will  provide  the  harmony  during  tho  evening.  After  this  quarter 
all  officers  of  this  society  havo  consented  to  give  their  services 
gratis.— Al.F.  GUNN. 

French  Horn  Angling  Society,  The  French  Horn, 
Lambeth  Walk.— A  general  meeting  is  called  for  next  meeting 
night,  May  20,  when  I  hopo  all  members  will  attend,  as  we  have 
important  business. — A.  Holbrow. 

Fcnn  '  Folks  Angling  Wociety,  Rose  and  Crown,  21, 
(loswell-road.— Mr.  Eldiidge's  Diamond  Jubilee  Open  Compe- 
tition in  aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  will  take  place  at 
Amberley  or.  June  20.  Any  club  or  member  dodrons  of  adding 
to  the  prize  list  aro  kindly  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr. 
F.  Vanhegan  at  an  early  date.— H.  Smith. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church-street, 
Shorcdllch.— I  am  phased  that  members  and  friends  aro  Bonding 
in  their  prizes  in  very  good  time.  There  are  many  more  to  como, 
anil  tho  time  is  drawing  on  for  distribution.  It  will  take  place  on 
Tuesday,  June  1,  and  I  hope  all  tho  prizes  will  bo  In  before  the 
time. — R.  Murphy. 

Greenwich  Angling  Society,  Mordon  Arms,  Oireus- 
street,  Greenwich.— Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Monday, 
May  81,  Mr.  G.  n.  Dowsett  (president)  In  the  chair. — J.  DiivotiN. 

Gresham  Angling  Society.  Masons'  Ball  Tavern,  Masons'- 
avenue,  Coleman-strcet,  E.C.— Tho  usual  weekly  meeting  was 
held  on  Tuesday  evening,  wilb  Mr.  M.  Davios  In  the  ohalr.  A 
now  member  was  proposed.  It  was  resolved  to  opan  a  sub- 
scription list,  headed  by  a  donation  of  £U  Gs.  from  the  funds  of 


the  society,  to  present  a  testimonial  to  Mr.  James  Tayler  in 
recognition  of  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  him  to  the 
society.  The  list  will  remain  open  for  a  week  or  two  to  afford 
the  members  an  opportunity  of  contributing.  The  B*v.  E.  Meyer 
read  a  very  interesting  and  humorous  paper  entitled,  "Oh I 
Solitude,  where  are  tby  Charms  '>.  "  at  the  close  of  which  a  very 
cordial  and  sincere  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  him.  By  an 
unfortunate  mistake  no  announcement  was  made  of  this  paper 
^erwise  the  attendance  would  certainly  have  been  much  larger. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  YeOlde  Crown.  182,  Briok- 

lane,  Bethnal  Green.— Monday  next  will  be  our  annual  distribution 
of  prizes.  Mr.  Leybourne  (H.B.A.S  )  gave  108.  fid.,  for  which  the 
club  give  their  thanks.  The  concert  will  take  place  at  8  o'clock 
Mr  Russell  in  the  chair.— C.  Smith. 

"^burr  Angling  Society,  TheGlobe,  Upper  Tollington- 
road,  Holloway.— The  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  May  2« 
commencing  at  8  p.m.  A  musical  programme  has  been  arr»ng.d! 
so  that  I  hope  every  member  will  eDdeavour  to  be  present.  Mr 
J.  B.  Close  will  occupy  the  chair,  and  an  enjoyable  evening  is 
anticipated.  The  annual  general  meeting  for  election  of  officers 
takes  place  on  Wednesday,  June  2.— T.  Acton  Shaw. 

Hounsfield  Otters  Angling  Society,  the  Golden  Lion, 
Lower  Edmonton.— Our  annual  supper,  distribution  of  prizes 
Mi-ciiAA0        concert  wiU  00  held  on  Wednesday,  May  20.— E. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's  Head, 

Mansfield-street,  Kmgsland-road.-The  distribution  of  annua 
and  special  prizes  will  take  place  on  Wednesday  next  May  26 
lo  celebrate  the  event  it  has  been  arranged  to  have  a  supper' 
which  will  be  served  at  9  o'clock  precisely.  Those  members  who' 
intend  being  present  at  the  supper  will  please  send  in  their  names 
to  lhe  secretary  not  later  than  May  23. — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society.  Metropolitan.  Winchester- 
street.— On  Tuesday  last  upwards  of  thirty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  our  fifteenth  annual  supper,  wh'eh  was  a  great 
success,  the  room  being  tastefully  decorated  with  flowers  by  our 
worthy  host.  The  chair  was  most  ably  occupied  by  Mr  C 
Watling  sen.,  faced  by  Mr.  Wood,  the  gross  weights  being  won 
m  tokH0W™5  way :  Mr'  Haytread,  first ;  Mr.  Richards,  second  • 
Mr.  White,  third;  most  of  the  other  members  taking  prizes  of 
various  kinds.  Our  prize  list  for  next  season  was  most  liberally 
responded  to  Messrs.  Matthews  and  Canning's  prizes  are  also 
added  again  this  season.  Some  good  songs  were  rendered  bv  the 
following:  Messrs.  Moore,  Walliss,  Bnley,  Haytread,  Levitt 
hearse,  C  Watling,  &c.  Next  week  will  be  our  fourth  quarterly 
night.  Election  of  officers  for  coming  season,  and  other  matters 
of  importance.— W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  Society.— We  are  now  having  some 
tine  settled  wea  her,  but  the  wind  is  still  from  the  north  and  east 
winch  gives  it  a  touch  of  keenness.  Members  continue  taking 
trout  from  the  water  at  Pcn-y-cae.  but  nothing  out  of  the  way  has 
been  accomp hshed.  The  Sa>ar  trout  we  had  from  Howietoun  are 
doing  remarkably  well  in  this  water,  haviog  grown  very  much 
since  they  were  stocked  in  January,  rising  well  to  tho  fly,  and 
Ughting  as  gamely  as  possible  when  hooked.  The  "  Zebra  "  on 
the  contrary,  don't  seem  to  grow  at  all,  and  appear  quite  averse 
to  making  a  struggle  for  liberty,  and  soon  throw  up  the  sponge. 
When  taken  the  best  thing  is  to  put  these  gently  back  again,  and 
thus  give  them  a  chance  to  do  beiter.— Rd.  Woolfall. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern.  Kings- 
gate-street.  Holboin.— On  May  10  Messrs.  Burtwell  Brothers  were 
elected  hon.  members.  On  the  17th  Mr.  Cleveland  and  Mi- 
End  acott  were  elected  as  working  members.  Will  members  oblige 
by  showing  up  at  the  clubhouse  more  regularly,  as  we  have 
business  of  importance  to  transact. — A.  T0PLIS. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Star  and  Garter 
Green-street.— On  May  26  a  special  meeting.  Having  a  lengtbv 
agenda  for  that  evening,  I  hope  members  will  attend  as  earlv  as 
possible.— A.  Lewis.  ■ 
North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House,  Hollowav- 
»  "  ,  .  2if  we  hold  a  smoking  concert  in  aid  of  the  funds 
of  the  Anglers  Benevolent  Society,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good 
muster  of  anglers  to  support  us  in  helping  to  swell  the  funds  On 
tins  occasiun  our  box  will  be  opened  by  Mr.  Thorling  Mr 
Clayton  was  re-elected  as  delegate  on  the  Central  Association' 
and  Mr.  H.  Stretch  was  elected  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Greg  who  has 
not  given  a  report  since  he  was  elected.— H.  Stretch. 

M?*7l0eSjsv4nSlillsr  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras-road. 

•'  ,  •  ,  6  had  a  KOod  muster  to  our  annual,  which  went  off  verv 
nicely.  Mr.  Bouftler,  chair;  Alec  Mares,  vice;  Attwood,  pianist 
Some  good  songs.  Ac,  were  sung  by  Messrs  Steptce,  Dohertv' 
Walker,  Wicks,  Kirby,  and  Martin.  Mr.  Bouffler,  first  (»r0ss 
weight,  2<  51b.);  other  prizes  by  Messrs.  C.  Dove,  Carter  (best  chub. 
31b.  14$oz.)  F.  Dove  (be,t  roach,  lib.  llioz.),  Reed,  Thridgouid, 
Mares,  Tayler,  Francis,  Carr.  Clark,  Silcock,  and  Keillar  Mr 
Doherty  promised  a  silver  cup  for  first  gross  weight,  all  in  and 
10a.  Gd  for  second,  and  numerous  prizes  by  other  gentlemen 
Please  attend  next  Tuesday.— R  O.  wwu«i. 
r~Fxi?ce  of  Wales>  Angling  Society,   Windsor  Castle 

hurch-streot,  Edgware-r^d.-On  Monday  last  we  elected  a 
fishing  member,  and  there  is  another  to  be  balloted  for  next  week 
1  was  glad  to  see  ''Lloyd's  Hospital  List"  added  to  by  several 
visitors.  The  A.B.  and  privilege  tickets  aro  now  on  order 
and  thoso  members  requiring  the  Sims  please  attend.— W.  B.  ' 

Boyal  George  Angling  Sooiety,  Queen's  Arms  Hotel, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— The  twenty-seventh  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  of  the  above  society  took  place  on  May  12th 
and  proved  a  thorough  success  The  room  was  tastefully  arranged' 
and  the  supper  put  on  in  Host  Galloway's  usual  style.  Mr.  Watson 
was  an  excellent  chairman,  ably  astdsted  by  Mr.  WePs  (vice) 
After  supper  the  usual  toasts  were  proposed  and  responded  to  the 
rest  of  the  evening  being  spent  in  harmony,  which  was  of  a  very 
high  order,  tho  following  gentlemen  contributing  towards  the 
evening  s  entertainment :  Messrs.  T.  Rowe,  F.  Western  F  Sten- 
toe.  H.  Holder,  J.  Ward,  B.  Smith,  F.  Wise,  T.  Suttel,  D  Lynch 
and  wound  up  an  excellent  concert  with  musical  honours  at  three 
in  the  morning.  We  have  an  excellent  prize  list  for  the  comlal 
season,  chief  among  thorn  being  a  valuable  silver  cup.— Rkpoistkr 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun,  Boniface 
Btreet,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— Our  annual  dinner  and  prize 
distribution  took  place  on  May  1G,  at  the  Black  Rabbit  Hotel  near 
Arundel,  and  proved  highly  sittsfactory,  tho  dinner  being  excel- 
lent, and  twenty-one  prizes  wero  given  for  the  ensuing  Reason. 
Wo  tako  a  visit  on  tho  S.L.U.A.  Visiting  List  on  June  15  when 
anglers  and  friends  are  cordially  invited.— W.  Anstey. 

Seymour  Brothers  Angling  Society,  King  and  Queen, 
1,  l'oley-stroet,  Fitzroy-sqnare.— Our  annual  supper  and  distri- 
bution of  prizes  took  place  on  May  11,  when  thtrty-ueve  i  members 
and  friends  sat  down  lo  a  capital  spread.  Tho  following  members 
were  successful  during  tho  year:  Messrs.  S.  King,  first  gross 
weight,  21- dh.  ;  .1.  Potre,  second  gross  weight,  lsslb. ;  T  Wright 
third  gross  weight,  851b. ;  and  Messrs.  W.  North,  B.  Snittb' 
O  Smith,  S.  Spencer,  Krillie,  Bowry,  Barton,  Roberts,  Campbell^ 
Blyth,  and  several  members  received  prizes  Will  all  members 
attend  next  Tuesday  to  assist  In  now  prize  list  W.  Alois 

Sooiable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge Fedx-street,  Oanibrldgo  Heath.— Our  annual  supper  and 
distribution  of  prizes  will  hike  place  at  the  above  house,  May  26 
A  concert  will  be  hold  afterwards,  to  which  anglers  mid  frioudi  : 
are  cordially  lnvitod.  Chairmen,  Messrs,  Cutmoro  and  Homes  — 
T.  Jonbs. 
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Sundial  Angling-  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow,  King- 
Btreet,  Hammersmith.  VV. — At  our  annual  supp°r  and  distribution 
of  prizes  the  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  Nott,  faced  by  Mr.  Burrows. 
The  supper  supplied  by  Mr.  West,  of  King-street,  Hammersmith, 
was  served  up  in  capital  style.  On  the  cloth  being  removed,  the 
members  settled  down  in  earnest  to  enjoy  the  harmony.  Amongst 
those  who  rendered  capital  service  were  Mr.  Dick  East,  Mr. 
Wood  (ventriloquist).  The  toasts  of  "The  Queen,"  "The 
Anglers'  Association,"  and  '  The  A.  B.  Society"  were  duly 
given.  Mr.  John  Burrows  offered  £1  Is.  annually  (10s.  (id.  on  his 
own  behalf  and  10s.  6d.  for  Mrs.  Burrows)  towards  the  A.B.S. 
Several  other  toasts  followed,  and  the  distribution  of  the  prizes 
having  been  awarded  to  the  successful  winners,  two  presentations 
were  made— one  to  our  Jate  hon.  secretary,  Mr.  J.  S.  Smith  (an 
umbrella,  with  a  suitable  inscription),  the  other  to  our  late  hon. 
check  secretary.  Mr.  F.  C.  Gerrard  (a  handsome  roach  pole,  by 
Carter  and  Peek).  Prizes  to  the  value  of  over  ten  guineas,  in- 
cluding a  ton  of  coals  to  married  men,  were  offered. — J.  E. 
Jennings. 

Wag-g-oners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  18th,  Mr.  A.  Pain 
In  the  chair.  Our  distribution  takes  place  on  Tuesday  next. 
May  25,  when  a  big  muster  is  anticipated.  Gentlemen  desirous  of 
joining  the  above,  can  have  every  information  [at  the  clubhouse. 
Business  will  start  9  o'clock  prompt. — H.  C. 

Walhani  Green  and  Chelsea  Ang-ling-  Society,  Black 
Bull,  Fulham-road. — We  had  another  overllow  meeting  on 
Wednesday  last,  when  Mr.  George  Smith  was  elected  our 
president.  Mr.  W.  Coombs  was  also  ejected  an  honorary 
member. — C.  Wake. 

Walworth  Waltonians'  Angling*  Society,  St.  Paul's 
Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E. — Our  prize  distribu- 
tion is  fixed  to  take  place  on  Wednesday,  May  26,  when  every 
member  should  attend.  All  donors  who  have  not  already  done  so 
kindly  forward  their  prizes  at  once,  and  oblige. — W.  Wb  ay. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society.— Since  the  last  report 
this  club  has  rented  four  miles  of  private  fishing  near  a  station  on 
the  L.  and  S.  W.  Hail  way.  A  silver  challenge  cup  has  been  offered 
for  competition  during  the  season  for  the  greatest  weight  of  fish 
cuight  on  three  separate  outings ;  pike  and  fly  fishing  barred. 
Ten  new  members  have  been  already  made,  and  a  dozen  special 
prizes  in  money  and  kind  received.  Both  Mr.  C.  Floris,  Mr. 
Golding,  and  Mr.  H.  A.  Bolt  have  weighed-in  trout.  The  new 
rules  have  bsen  printed  and  circulated  among  subscribers.— S. 
Peskett. 


ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Ox  Monday  evening  last  the  adjourned  annual  meeting 
of  this  Association,  which  numbers  over  4000  members,  wai 
held  and  concluded  at  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell,  and  the 
ordinary  monthly  delegate  meeting  also  took  place.  Mr. 
P.  t3een  (president)  presided,  and  there  was  a  crowded 
attendance,  forty-four  clubs  being  represented.  Various 
minutes  having  been  read,  including  those  connected  with 
the  annual  meeting,  the  general,  finance,  and  renting  and 
preservation  committees,  Mr.  Abrahams  reported  having, 
by  direction  of  the  association,  inspected  a  new  piece  of 
water,  and  also  reported  on  another  stretch ,  and  wa  s  thanked 
for  his  services  iu  the  matter.  With  reference  to  the  netting 
at  the  East  London  Waterworks,  Tottenham,  Mr.  Carble 
clerk  of  the  Lea  Conservancy,  wrote  stating  that  the 
conservators  would  lend  their  steam  barge  for  the  same, 
but  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  getting  late,  owing  to 
the  spiwning  season,  to  take  the  fish.  A  discussion  on  the 
subject  ensued,  and  finally,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Stockdale,  seconded  by  Mr.  Painter,  it  was  unanimously 
decided,  "That  the  netting  take  place  when  the  fish  are 
in  season."    The  visiting  officers  gave  in  their  reports,  as 
follows  :  Mr.  Manning  had  visited  the  Cambridge  Heath 
Brothers,  where  thirteen  clubs  were  represented,  and 
£1  lis.  8d.,  in  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society's  box ;  and 
had  also  collected  £2  from  the  Anglers'  Benevolent 
Society's  box  at  the  Izaak  Walton  Club.     The  next 
return  visit  on  his  list  would  go  to  the  Camden  Town 
A.S.  on  Monday  night.    Mr.  Harris,  at  the  Elgin,  had 
found  thirteen  clubs  represented,  and  £1  10s.  in  the 
A.B.S.  box  ;  the  Foley,  fifteen  clubs,  and  £1  3s. ;  and  had 
also  received  8s.  from  the  Bramley  A.S.,  which  was 
reported  to  have  broken  up.    Mr.  C.  Ashmore's  visit 
included  the  Olive  Branch,  thirteen  clubs,  and  £2  2s.  in 
A.B.S.  box;  the  Park,  fifteen  clubs,  £3  3s.  in  A.B.S. 
box ;  Walthamstow  Brothers,  thirteen  clubs,  £7  3s.  6d.  in 
A.B.S.  box — (cheers) ;  and  West  Green,  twelve  clubs,  and 
£1  12s.  in  A.B.S.  box.     Mr.  Painter  reported  having 
opened  the  North  Lambeth  A.S.  A.B.S.  box,  and 
found  £1  4s.  6d.  therein.     Mr.  Ashmore,  owing  to 
business  engagements,  tendered  his  resignation  as  visit- 
ing officer  for  the  X.  and  N.E.  districts,  which  was 
received  with  regret,  the  delegates  passing  a  hearty  vote 
of  thanks  to  him  for  his  services.    Mr.  W.  Franklyn,  of 
the  Olive  Branch  A.S..  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
With  reference  to  the  yearly  grant  of  £21  to  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  considerable  discussion  took 
place,  the  speakers  including  the  chairman,  and  Messrs. 
Parker,  Marriott,  Close,  Stockdale,  Manning,  Murphy, 
Matthews,  Beckett  (vice-president),  Malby,  Harwood,<tc, 
and  eventually  it  was  decided  to  divide  the  above  sum  as 
follows :  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  Thames 
Be-stocking  Association  (Kingston),  Windsor  and  Eton, 
and  Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray,  £4  4s.  each ; 
and   Reading   and    District,   and    the    Henley  Fish 
Preservation  Society,  £2  2s.  each.     Mr.  R.  Murphy 
resigned  his  position  as  representative  of  the  association 
on  the  T.A.P.S.    The  price  of  this  year's  privilege  ticket 
was  fixed  as  before,  viz.,  2s.,  amid  cries  of  "Not  10s.," 
and  laughter.    Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  handed  in  a  resolution, 
pissed  by  the  Gresham  A.S.,  in  favour  of  the  two  associa- 
tions amalgamating.    In  reply  to  delegates,  Mr.  Nome 
(Foley)  and  Mr.  Malby  (Dalaton)  denied  that  their 
respective  clubs  had  been  enrolled  with  the  Central 
Association.    The  resolution  to  issue  tiokets  to  noh. 
members  of  the  association  to  fish  its  private  waters  was 
withdrawn.    A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  eventually 
closed  the  meeting. — Hon.  Reporter, 


THE  UNITY  COUNCIL. 

The  usual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Sessions  House  Hotel 
on  Thursday  last,  when  it  was  decided  to  invite  represen- 
tatives of  clubs  in  favour  of  the  amalgamation  of  London 
anglers  to  the  council  meetings,  to  assist  with  their  advice 
and  support  the  objects  of  the  council.  The  unification 
scheme  has  b;en  formally  issued  to  the  whole  of  the 
London  clubs.  The  method  of  the  canva3  for  the 
plebiscite  of  the  clubs  was  discussed,  and  the  secretary 
was  instructed  to  prepare  the  necessary  papers,  printer's 
proofs,  &c.         Charles  S.  Patterson  (Chairman). 

Edgar  S.  Shrubsole  (Secretary). 


YE  SUNBERRYE  PYSHER. 


Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  uprose  with  ye  day, 

When  ye  meadows  were  sweet  with  ye  smell, 

And  ye  hedges  were  white  with  gossamere  veils, 

And  ye  gardens  were  livelie  with  slugs  and  with  snails, 

And  ye  birds  did  sing,  and  ye  fyshe  did  leap, 

And  ye  river  was  oillie  with  too  much  sleep  ; 

Till  glorious  and  golden  the  sun  uprist, 

And  gentlie  ye  cheek  of  ye  water  kissed, 

Which,  modest  and  coy  from  its  bed  of  rushes, 

Sent  forth  a  mist  to  hide  its  blushes, 

A  cold,  gray  mist ;  but  it  would  not  do, 

For  ye  sun  kissed  ye  mist  and  ye  river  too  ; 

And  ctimson  and  rosie  ye  stream  flowed  on, 

Crimson  and  rosie  ye  gray  mist  shone, 

Redder  and  redder,  higher  and  higher, 

As  if  he  had  set  ye  Thames  on  fire. 

Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  to  fyshe  begins 

For  every  fish  that  has  scales  and  fins  ; 

Nothing  to  him  is  out  of  its  place — 

Perch,  eel,  barbel,  or  bream,  or  dace, 

Big-headed  chub  with  crimson  tails, 

Red-eyed  roach  with  their  silveria  scales, 

Ravenous  pike  of  fabulous  weight, 

Bleak,  and  gudgeon,  and  minnow  for  bait  ; 

Even  a  trout  he  would  not  despise, 

If  onlie  a  trout  would  happen  to  rise — 

About  as  likelie,  truth  to  declare, 

As  to  rise  a  sturgeon  in  Sunberrye  Weir. 

Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  has  all  kinds  of  hooks, 

In  all  kinds  of  boxes,  in  all  kinds  of  books — 

Limerick,  Kendal,  Kirby  and  Hammond — 

All  kinds  of  names  by  which  fyshes  are  gammoned ; 

Broad  and  narrow,  and  oval,  and  round, 

All  sorts  of  shapes  which  ever  were  found. 

Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  has  bait,  live  and  dead, 
Pellets  of  paste  and  pellets  of  bread ; 
Milk-white  gentles,  wriggling  and  fat, 
Worms  black  and  red,  with  tails  spiral  and  flat, 
Swivels  and  trimmers,  and  spinners  and  gorge, 
Glass  minnows,  brass  miunows,  fresh  from  the  forge, 
And  spoon  bait,  of  course,  which — I  mean  no  offense — 
Ye  fysher  provides  without  any  expense. 

Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  has  flies  of  all  feathers, 
For  all  sorts  of  seasons,  in  all  sorts  of  weathers  : 
Flies  when  ye  springtime  is  blusterie  and  showerie, 
Flies  when  ye  summer  is  grassie  and  bdwerie, 
Flies  when  ye  autumn  is  golden  andgranie, 
For  hot  weather,  cold  weather,  mistie  or  rainie  ; 
Red  Spinner,  Palmer,  Black  Peacock  and  Gray, 
Yellow  Dun,  Golden  Dun,  March  Brown,  and  May, 
Sand  Fly  and  Stone  Fly,  and  Alder  and  Gnat, 
Black  Midge  and  Marlow  Bug — all  round  his  hat. 

Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  has  rods  not  a  few, 
Rods  with  a  joint  and  rods  with  a  screw, 
Short  top  and  stiff  top,  to  spin  and  to  troll, 
Hollow  butts,  solid  butts — rods  in  ye  whole ; 
Twisted  lines,  spun  lines,  of  hair,  silk,  and  twine, 
Hair  and  gut  casting  lines,  tapering  and  fine  ; 
Double  reels,  single  reels,  quill  float  and  cork. 
Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  is  up  to  his  work. 

Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  arose  with  ye  day, 

He  fyshed  and  he  fyshed  when  ye  morning  was  gray  ; 

He  fyshed  and  he  fyshed  when  ye  noontide  was  frying, 

He  fyshed  and  he  fyshed  when  ye  evening  was  dying ; 

He  bobbed  and  he  jerked,  he  spun  and  he  threw, 

He  tryed  all  ye  dodges  as  ever  he  knew  ; 

He  fyshed  till  ye  dews  on  ye  river  did  fall — 

Ye  Sunberrye  fysher  caught  nothing  at  all. — Pnnrh. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Cardiff  and  District  (Roath  Park  Lake).— Several 
good  fish  have  been  safely  landed  during  the  last  few  days.  Mr. 
Grey,  with  one  of  31b.,  two  of  21b..  and  a  lib.  fish;  Mr.  Milner, 
one  of  2Jlb  ,  and  one  of  21b.  Mr.  Evans,  Mr.  Ossington,  and  Mr. 
Salter  have  aluj  been  successful. 

Ely. — Water  very  low.  Mr.  Waring  had  a  nice  fish  of  ljlb. 
Mr.  Harris  and  Mr.  Ossington  also  brought  81  me  fish  to  the  net. 

Ely  Reservoir.— Capt.  Hyde  had  a  good  fish,  841b.,  taken 
on  a  March  Brown. 

Mid  Taw  (Eggesford).— Mr.  Mortimer,  fishing  the  Hotel 
water  on  Wednesday,  took  a  very  handsome  trout,  weighing 
ljlb.,  in  the  pink  of  condition. — F.  A.  M.  • 

Penzance.— Anglers  have  been  trying  day  by  day  on  the 
Newlyn  Pier,  but  their  efforts  have  been  very  disappointing. 
Fish  appear  to  bo  out  in  the  Channel.  Weather  cold,  and 
easterly  winds. — H. 

Wye  and  Terwent  (Derbyshire).— "nly  a  few  anglers 
have  been  out  this  wtek,  as  a  strong  east  wind  has  baen  blowing. 
Mr.  Place  landed  a  good  fish  from  the  balcony  at  the  Devonshire 
Hotel,  Matlock  Bath,  on  Friday ;  and  on  Saturday  he  obtained 
two  brace  of  nice  trout  from  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Associa- 


tion's water.  Mr.  Skinner  also  secured  a  very  good  fish,  about 
l.Vlb.,  with  minnow.  The  following  flies  may  be  used  with 
success.-  Red  and  Grey  Quill,  Dotterel,  Yellow  Dun,  Ash  Dun, 
and  Partridge  Hackle.— Dotterel. 

CLXTB9. 

Anglers'  Association  (Eastern  District,  No.  2)  Visiting' 

List.— The  next  return  visit  on  the  above  list  will  take  place  c  n 
Monday,  May  24,  at  the  Funny  Folks'  Angling  Society.  Don't 
forget  Host  Eldridge;  give  him  a  bumper. — F.  TnoRLiNCi. 

Albion  Brothers  Angling  Society.  The  Albion- 
Laureston-road,  South  Hackney. — I  hope  members  who  were 
absent  on  Wednesday  last  will  try  and  be  at  our  next  meeting,  as 
the  secretary  should  know  how  many  will  attend  the  dinner,  and 
other  imp irtanl  business.  We  made  one  new  member,  and 
another  was  proposed. — H.  Haines. 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angrling  Society,  Duke  of 
Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.  —  The  delegates 
gave  their  report  from  the  ADgler3'  Association.  Our  rules  are 
now  in  the  bands  of  the  printer,  and  hope  to  have  a  proof  by 
nf  xt  Wednesday.  We  elected  two  more  working  members,  viz.. 
Messrs.  W.  Brown  and  f  -  Woods.  We  also  added  two  more 
prizes  to  the  forthcoming  season's  list;  and  I  hope  members  will 
not  forget  the  annual  return  visit  on  Monday  next,  at  the  Prince 
Arthur,  Golborne-road,  North  Kensington. '  I  am  taking  names 
for  privileges;  absent  members  please  send  or  attend  next 
Wednesday. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street. — The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Tuesday,  May  2-5,  Mr.  H.  O.  Hinlon  in  the 
chair;  and  I  trust  all  members  who  did  not  attend  on  Thursday, 
the  20th,  will  do  their  best  to  attend  on  the  23rd  inst.— Ali  . 
CONN. 

Slackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 

wark-street,  S.E. — Our  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took 
place  last  Tuesday,  Mr.  Crumplen  chairman,  and  Mr.  Deplidge 
vice.  The  following  were  the  principal  prize  winners  :  Messrs. 
Merrygold,  first;  C,  Aaron,  second;  J.  Foster,  third  ;  J.  Barker, 
fourth.  The  supper  was  supplied  by  host  J.  B.  Willson,  and 
every  one  enjoyed  themselves  and  spent  a  jolly  evening.  Our 
prize  list  was  well  patronised,  upwards  of  £20  being  given.  I 
should  thank  members  to  be  up  in  good  force  next  week  to  elect 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  a 
good  society  cannot  do  better  than  join  at  once.  By  applying  to  the 
above  every  Sunday  or  Wednesday,  they  can  obtain  all  infor- 
mation from— J.  Foster. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 
Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— Our  annual  distribution  of 
prizes  took  place  on  the  19th  inst.,  when  we  had  a  good  attendance 
of  members  I  hope  anglers  and  friends  will  not  forget  our  return 
visit  on  the  No.  1  Eastern  District  on  Monday  evening  next, 
May  24,  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  company.— O.  Jones.' 

Difcden  Angling  Society,  St.  Martin's  Tavern,  Pratt- 
street,  Camden  Town,  N.W. — The  annual  supper  and  distribution 
of  prizes  has  been  postponed  till  Wednesday,  June  2. — 
E.  Heath. 

Poley  Angling  Society,  Prince  of  Wales,  Great  Barlow-- 
street,  Marylebone. — Annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  June  3,  when  1  hope  to  see  a  good  muster. 
Members  please  lose  no  time  by  paying-in  prizes ;  also  other 
friends.  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  on  Thursday  next. — H.  S. 

NORRIS. 

Forest  Gate  Piscatorials,  Forest  Gate  Hotel,  Godwin- 
road,  Forest  Gate. — Our  fourth  annual  distribution  of  prizes  was 
held  on  the  ltith  inst.,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
Our  chairman,  Mr.  H.  Lane,  presided,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
rendered  an  excellent  musical  programme :  Messrs.  Sherren, 
Biguell,  Burgess,  Grove,  Mendham,  Catt,  A.  W.  French, 
A.French,  Willett,  Gilbert,  Clarke,  and  Noakes.  Our  host  pre- 
sented the  prizes,  with  a  few  words  of  kindly  encouragement  to 
each  recipient,  in  his  usual  happy  way.  They  were  won  as 
follows:  Messrs.  Donne,  Head,  Grove,  C'oolbear,  Cackett,  Catt, 
and  Oliver.  During  the  evening  several  valuable  prizes  were 
announced  for  the  coming  season,  and  the  A.B.  box  was  well 
patronised.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  at  midnight,  brought  a  most 
successful  evening  to  a  close. — J.  A.  Oliver. 

Globe  Angling  Society,  Earl  Eussell,  Isledon-road,  N.— 
A  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent  at  the  above  society  on 
Monday  last,  when  thirty-eight  members  and  friends  sat  down  to 
the  eighteenth  annual  dinner  During  the  evening  prizes  to  the 
amount  of  £20  w>  re  presented  to  the  successful  competit  ors,  the 
principal  winner  being  Mr.  C.  Stebbings.  A  list  was  opened  for 
n»xt  season,  aud  well  supported,  there  being  over  forty  prizes 
offered.— W.  Lawrence. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road. — Our  outing  on  May  16  was  a  success.  We 
dined  at  the  Evellin  Arms,  Wotton  Hash.  After  dinner  we  had  a 
walk  through  the  country.  On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Gates  in  the  chair, 
our  steward  gave  in  his  report  of  the  experience  of  the  annual 
outing,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was  awarded  Mr.  J.  Croker  for  his 
services.— J.  H.  Heiibert. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne-road, 
Westbourne  Park.— Our  return  visit  takes  place  on  Monday, 
May  24,  at  the  above  address,  when  all  anglers  will  receive  a 
hearty  welcome. — A.  Ide. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  Prince  Albert, 
Mape-street,  Bethnal  Green.— Our  distribution  of  prizes  will  take 
placo  on  Thursday  next,  May  27.  Members  and  friends  who  have 
promised  prizes  please  note  the  date.  Our  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  June  13,  at  Amberley.— E.  Brocket!'. 

St.  Thomas'  Angling  Society,  Spread  Eagle,  Stangate, ' 
street,  Lambeth,  S.E. — Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on 
July  4,  at  the  Duke's  Head,  Leathorhead.    All  members  pleaso 
attend  and  clear  books  on  26th  inst.— W.  G.  GEORGE. 

South  .London  Angling  Society,  Ooorgo  and  Dragon, 
235,  Camberwell-road. — The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of 
prizes  was  held  in  the  club-room  on  May  10,  Mr.  G.  H.  Field  in 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Fovargue  vice-chair.  After  the  splendid 
dinner  provided  by  the  host.  Mr.  Ciisp,  and  a  commendably  short 
toast  list,  the  prizes  were  distributed.  The  society's  gross  weight 
for  tho  season  was  17S71b.,  Messrs.  Sargcant,  Boorman,  and 
Gearing  taking  the  first  three  prizes.  Out  of  a  list  of  sixty-seven 
prizes,  the  two  most  coveted  ones,  of  which  Messrs.  Dartuall  and 
Pyle  were  the  wieners,  were  oil  paintings  of  fish  by  our  member, 
Mr.  Smith.  The  valuo  of  tho  prizes  distributed  was  33  guineas, 
besides  various  prizes  m  kind.  A  very  promising  list  for  the  new 
feason  was  then  compiled,  and  harmony  commenced.  Messrs. 
Gii  rgi  and  Thomas'  violin  solos  were  greatly  appreciated.  Mr. 
Harmer,  banjo ;  Messrs.  Preston,  Pyle,  Cane,  Russell,  and  Cherry, 
songs;  and  Messrs.  Everill  aud  Dettmer,  recitations.  < 

Snarp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  B  sing  Sun, 
Kocltingham-strect,  JNewington  Causeway,  S.K.— On  May  19th 
we  had  a  most  successful  gathering,  two  new  members  being 
made,  and  we  are  now  going  very  strong.  Our  supper  and  dis- 
tribution next  Wednesday,  May  2(>,  is  certain  to  be  a  very  success- 
ful gathoring,  as  the  tickets  are  going  out  well. — F.  Crooks. 

South  Lonoon  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  tho  Second  Surrey  Angling 
Society,  on  Tuesday,  June  26,  I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  the 
Battersea  United  have  decided  to  be  enrolled  on  this  list  again  — 
Alp.  Painter. 
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t  in  Saturday  evening  last  Mr.  Tom  Bradley,  of  Newark, 
succ ceded  in  landing,  from  a  private  water  near  the  town, 
a_  magnificent  trout  of  the  common  variety,  measuring 
27Hn,  in  length,  17iin.  in  girth,  and  weighing  01b.  loz. 
The  fish,  which  was  handsomely  marked  and  in  splendid 
c  ondition,  is  one  of  a  batch  of  two-year-olds  placed  in  the 
water  by  Mr.  David  Slater  and  another  Newark  angling 
enthusiast  five  years  ago,  on  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr 
R.  B.  Marstou,  Editor  of  the  Fixhing  Gazette,  after  a 
personal  inspection,  that  the  water  was  admirably  adapted 
for. trout,  and  would  assuredly  be  a  success,  an  opinion 
which  has  been  fully  verified.  Last  season  the  heaviest 
trout  taken  therefrom  weighed  slightly  over  41b.,  and  Mr 
Bradley  is  to  be  congratulated  in  having  secured  such  a 
splendid  specimen  as  the  one  under  notice,  after  a  forty 
nine  minutes'  battle  royal. 


The  Hastings  and  St.  Leonards' anglers  are  forging 
ahead  Since  March  1  thirty-four  new  members  have 
joined  the  ranks  of  those  whose  motto  is  "death  to 
fashes!  They  (with  Mr.  Harry  Dowsett  and  his  inde- 
fatigable co-secretary— whose  hand  I  have  shaken  but 
whose  name  I  cannot  remember)  are  not  unmindful  of 
the  tact  that,  when  more  rods  are  used,  more  fish  and 
more  waters  must  be  found.  A  good  piece  of  water  has 
just  been  securedfor  their  exclusive  use  near  Etchingham  • 
two  lakes,  about  seven  acres  ;  two  trout  streams ;  and  one 
and  a  half  miles  of  the  Bother.  This  last  piece  has  been 
preserved  for  a  number  of  years.  The  village  legend  runs 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  venture  on  the  lake  iD  a  boat  owing 
to  the  presence  of  a  very  large  number  of  giant  pike  ' 
t  wenty -pounders  are  "repprted"  as  "common."  [All 
right,  Harry  D. ;  I  shall  come  down  in  company  with  Mr 
Jardine— that  is  when  the  danger  has  somewhat  sub- 
sided.] 

) »«♦<  

From  Mr.  Harry  Campbell  comes  the  news  that  he  is 
about  to  leave  Bunagry  (co.  Mayo),  Ireland.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  he  has  had  a  little  taste  of  the  more  congenial 
weather  we  have  experienced  down  south  the  last  few 
days.  Up  to  date  his  log  runs  :  "  Three  salmon  (16Mb 
/lib.,  and  5|lb.) ;  eighty-four  trout  (118Jlb.),  and  155 
rooks.  The  rooks  are  surely  "mad  on."  What  fly  did 
they  take  Mr.  Harry— one  to  the  light,  and  one  to  the 
left,  and  the  tail  fly  a  grass  hopper?  No  matter  -  you 
can  use  your  rifle  as  deftly  as  the  rod,  and  your  brother 
members  will  be  glad  to  see  you  back  once  more. 


At  the  home  of  the  Rose  and  Crown  Anglers  (Harcourt 
Arms,  Harcourt-street,  Marylebone-road),  on  Tuesday 
evening  next,  a  concert  will  be  held,  and  "  Ben  "  hopes 

that  the  merry  boys  of  the  wild  west  will  give  them 
(who?)  a  real  good  house-warming."  Charlie  Samson  is 
coming,  and  a  host  of  other  talent  i3  announced.  Ben 
hopes  that  Secretary  Payne  will  be  well  supported. 

"  Otter  Hone  "  says  that  the  gut  used  by  Mr.  Gomin 
in  his  crusade  against  the  trout  is  supplied  by  Bam- 
?  »fe'  Ston-  .  Twenty-tw<>  trout  this  season  have  fallen 
to >  Mr.  Gomms  rod.  Speaking  of  Mr.  Bambridge,  in  a 
fetter  him  by  one  of  his  customers,  hailing  from 
Hlandiord  expressing  satisfaction  with  tackle  supplied, 
it  is  stated  that  "  the  reach  in  our  river  are  dying  in 
hundreds. 


other,  could  not  have  considered  the  rivers  of  England  in 
danger  of  being  depopulated  by  fishing.  As  one  of  the 
fane  arts  it  has  the  largest  proportion  of  failures 
but  as  a  healthy  form  of  sport  and  a  promoter 
ot  the  heroic  virtues  there  is  nothing  to  com- 
pare to  it.  A  man  who  can  spend  a  whole  day 
preparing  bait,  leave  his  bed  at  an  early  hour  the  next 
moi  ning,  and  tramp  several  miles  to  catch  the  fish  on  the 
teed  :  angle  till  late  in  the  evening,  and  return  home 
tired,  but  the  triumphant  possessor  of  a  solitary  roach 
which  would  fail  to  turn  the  scale  against  a  feather  may 
be  trusted  to  rise  superior  to  all  the  worry  and  vexations  of 
lite.  It  is  to  this  pastime  we  owe  one  of  the  most  enter- 
taining works  in  the  English  language.  Izaak  Walton's 
Complete  Angler  is  unrivalled  for  its  humour,  pastoral 
scenery  and  a  '  sweetness  of  expression  ever  inclining  to 
the  bright  side  of  things." 


I  he  Marlborough  Angling  Society  is  now  dead.  Mr. 
\V.  L.  Chambers  asks  that  secretaries  of  clubs  will 
please  note  this,  and  discontinue  sending  notices  and 
tickets  to  the  club-house,  as  no  meeting  has  been  held 
by  them  for  the  last  three  years.  Their  headquarters 
were  the  Grove  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove  S  E 


Two  Thames  trout  have  been  taken  at  Moulsey  Weir 
this  season— one,  on  May  16,  by  Mr.  C.  Neville,  of  4Mb 
It  is  being  set  up  by  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea. 


A  wire  from  Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel  runs  :  "  Two  more 
record  bags  ;  best,  forty-two  trout,  291b." 

 >  »  »  *  <  

On  the  evening  of  June  19  the  Serapis  Angling  Society 
will  hold  their  annual  dinner  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel, 
broke  Jvewmgton,  N.  (their  new  headquarters),  where,  in 
their  clubroom,  is  a  museum  of  big  fish  of  all  kinds,  that 
are  matchless  m  the  United  Kindom.  A  welcome  greeting 
will  be  extended  to  members  of  other  angling  societies. 



Ihe  Diamond  Jubilee  Publishing  Company,  401,  Strand, 
London,  W.C.,  are  issuing,  at  the  price  of  Is.,  a  poitrait 
of  the  Queen.  We  are  all  familiar  with  the  features  of  our 
beloved  queen,  but  it  has  been  left  to  Mr.  Israel  to 
perpetuate  the  portrait  in  a  most  unique  work  of  art 
Ihe  said  picture  is  entirely  made  up  of  words  describing 
the  principal  events  of  Her  Majesty's  glorious  reign  of 
sixty  years  It  contains  no  less  than  173,000  words,  and 
the  time  of  completing  such  a  task  has  only-taken  four 

fhfffv^i  8?V6"  ro±9-  Th«e  ori8inal  it3elf  is  for  sale  and 
the  fixed  price  is  £2000,  proofs,  of  which  there  are  only  200 
the  same  as  accepted  by  H.M.,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Duke 
and  Duchess  of  York,  are  10s.  Od.  each. 

>  »  |  »  ( 

iotw-  J-.^-^ITH.>  °! LAnkpr  Hoiae,  Nuneaton,  in  his 
letter  on  P.sh.ng  m  the  Avon,"  reproduced  in  another 
column  (says  th( >  Leamington  Adverser),  has  confounded 
two  things  which  diffor-fishing,  and  catching  fish.  Any- 
body  can  fish,  but  it  requires  an  expert  angler  to  fill  a 
moderately  sized  basket  as  the  result  of  a  day's  hard  work 

.r'Jt.A8^  W  lD,  he  described  «P<>rt  as  consisting  of 
a  rod  and  line,  with  a  worm  at  one  end  and  a  fool  at  the 


,  A  certain-  fishing  club  held  its  weekly  meetings  at  an 
inn  m  the  High-street,  Tunbridge,  Kent,  which  over- 
fooked  the  river,  At  one  of  these  meetings  the  chairman 
was  m  great  force  ;  and,  after  relating  several  wonderful 
fish  stories,  he  wound  up  with,  "  Well,  gentlemen,  you  all 
know  that  corner  between  Biggs  Point  and  the  Powder 
Mill  Lock.  Well,  last  Wednesday  I  caught  there  one  pike 
with  twenty-five  hooks  in  his  jaw."  Immediately  a  very 
young  angler,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  club  only  a 
week,  rose  and  said,  "  If  our  worthy  chairman  will  allow 
me,  I  will  relate  what  happened  to  me  the  next  day  at 
exactly  the  same  spot.  I  caught  one  hook  with  twenty- five 
mke  hanging  on  to  it. "  The  veteran  chairman  slowly  rose 
from  his  seat,  and  advanced  to  the  young  man  and  led 
him  to  the  head  of  the  table.  As  the  young  man  sank 
into  the  chairman's  seat,  the  chairman,  placing  the  hammer 
in  his  hand,  said  :  "  Young  man,  I  am  not  worthy  to 
remain  in  the  same  room  with  you,"  and  then  he  went  out 
into  the  darkness  of  the  night. 


Oh,  Solitude  !  where  are  thy  charms  ?  "  This  was  a 
question  put  by  the  Rev.  Father  Meyer  to  the  Gresham 
anglers,  m  connection  with  a  very  interesting  paper  which 
he  read  I  really  cannot  precisely  answer  the  question. 
Mr.  bolitude  is  not  a  personal  friend  of  mine.  He 
accompanies  me  not— even  on  angling  expeditions.  "  Drag- 
net usually  has  a  friend  or  friends  with  him  ;  and,  if  the 
human  companion  be  not  there,  he  has  birds  and  insects 
and  sunshine  (sometimes  rain),  spangled  meads,  and 
gurgling  water  (sometimes  fish)  to  relieve  him  of  being 
absolutely  solitary.  For  these  reasons,  I  wot  not  the 
charms  of  solitude,  nor  am  I  aware  of  their  existence. 


Still,  I  am  not  insensible  to  charms,  whatever  Mrs 
Dragnet  may  aver.  One  of  the  many  charms  of  a  most 
enjoyable  character  was  found  in  Father  Meyer's  paper  • 
and  those  of  his  genial  society,  from  time  to  time,  are  not 
to  be  slightly  assessed,  as  the  gentle  priest  is  a  humorist 
ot  no  mean  order.  But  he  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  at 
least  thrice  in  his  welcome  paper.  When  weather  bound 
on  a  Scotch  loch,  hedged  in  by  solitary  mountains,  and 
encased  in  an  atmosphere  of  gloom  and  solemnity ;  when  a 
pelting  storm  crashed  down  as  though  the  end  of  the  world 
had  come ;  when  "  the  heavens  were  telling  "  their  fierce 
story,  illustrated  by  thunder  and  lightning,  and  not  a 
light  could  be  seen  nor  the  voice  of  a  friend  be  heard  • 
when  it  seemed  that  he  would  have  to  lie  down,  without 
the  shelter  of  even  a  tree,  for  the  rest  of  the  night. 

Then,  he  was  entitled  to  trot  out  the  appeal  to  the 
ogre,  Solitude— "  Where  are  thy  charms?"  He  might 
truly,  in  such  a  case,  have  quoted  Cowper,  and  apos- 
trophised : 

Oh  !  Solitude  !    Where  are  the  charms 
That  men  have  seen  in  thy  face  ? 

Better  dwell  in  the  midst  of  alarms 
Than  reign  in  this  horrible  place. 
And  when  conversing  with  a  Suffolk  lout,  who,  from  an 
opposite  bank,  proved— by  an  unexampled  effort— to  be 
capable  of  outdoing  in  the  line  of  "Ananias"  even  the 
most  outrageous  angler,  he  turned  from  the  failure 
(Solitude  had  deserted  him),  and  sought  the  village  inn 
whence  he  had  come,  hoping  to  be  at  peace.  There  he 
met  with  a  number  of  brakes,  with  150  trippers ;  again,  no 
solitude,  consequently  none  of  its  charms.  Further,  and 
best  of  all,  the  reverend  gentleman  aptly  described  a  most 
peaceful^  fishing  experiment  one  cool  summer  evening,  on 
the  placid  bosom  of  a  lake  at  the  foot  of  his  own  garden  in 
Essex,  where,  in  the  calm  of  eventide,  he  had  a  fair  run 
of  success,  and  none  present  to  mar  his  peace  of  mind. 
There,  he  said,  philosophically,  and  to  the  appreciation  of 
his  audience— th ere,  he  said,  "I  found  the  charms  of 
solitude."  And  that  is,  practically,  a  summary  of  the 
experience  of  us  all.  There  are  more  charms  near  home 
than  far  away  !  Not,  necessarily  the  charms  of  solitude 
—oven  in  this  case  there  was  the  company  of  fish— but 
those  of  comparaUve  solitude. 


The  Ladies'  International  Bicycle  Race  will  commence 
on  Monday  at  the  Royal  Aquarium,  and  should  be  an 
exciting  contest,  as  leading  ladies  of  France  and  England 
will  compete.  Two  most  novel,  ingenious,  and  scientific 
illusions  will  be  introduced  on  Tuesday  next,  May  25,  and 
the  great  variety  entertainments  will  proceed  uninter- 
rupted on  the  Central  stage. 


Somehow,  lately,  I  have  kept  ooming  across  accounts 
•ol  exciting  incidents  in  angling  experiences  through 
larger  fish  having  dashod  at  and  swallowtd  other  and 
smaller  fish,  the  said  smaller  fish  being  at  the  time  of 
engulfment  in  direot  communication  with  tho  angler 
through  the  medium  of  a  thread-like  line  and  a  steel  hook. 
Phis  conveys  my  meaning,  says  "  W.  C.  P.,"  without 


fear  of  misconstruction,  but  it  is  a  rather  cold,  stern  way 
of  putting  it.  It  reminds  me  of  a  fellow  who  told  me  the 
other  day  that  he  had  made  an  excellent  breakfast  off  "  a 
culinary  concoction  of  the  abraded  fruit  of  the  Avena 
sativa,  H20,  and  a  trifle  of  chloride  of  sodium,  served 
hot  with  the  uncrystallisable  sap  of  the  Saecharum 
omcinar-um  and  the  lacteal  fluid  of  the  bovine  quad- 
ruped;" and  it  took  me  nearly  three  days  and  a  half, 
working  overtime,  to  find  out  that  he  merely  meant  oat- 
meal porridge  with  treacle  and  milk.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  are  people  who  have  the  happy  knack  of  wrapping 
up  their  meaning  into  the  smallest  possible  trim  little 
parcel,  with  the  edges  neatly  gummed  down  and  tho 
waste  ends  of  the  string  cut  off.  I  was  talking  to  one 
such  the  other  day.  He  was  telling  me  how,  on  Easter 
Monday,  he  had  seen  scores  of  men  and  boys  fishing  in  a 
certain  part  of  the  river.  They  were  as  thick  on,  he  said, 
as  bristles  on  a  broom,  while  lrgher  up  and  lower  down 
the  river  he  had  scarcely  seen  a  soul  fishing,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  how  it  was.  So  I  explained  to  him  that 
the  much-fished  portion  was  a  bit  of  unclaimed  bank  that 
was  free  to  anybody,  that  was  never  stocked,  but  was 
incessantly  fished  for  the  trout  that  got  into  it  from  the 
preserves  above  and  below.  And  he  put  the  case  in  a 
nutshell  when  he  replied  (he  knew  more,  by-the-way,  of 
pigeon  keeping  than  angling),  "  Oh,  I  see  !  They'd  be 
coppin' strags !  " 

 >»«•<  

''Don't  touch!"  A  certain  amiable  young  lady 
(Daisy)  who  calls  me  "dad,"  knows  something— in  fact, 

u  v  agt'  a  good  dea1,  This  wa8  Possibly  brought 
about  by  her  persistency  in  asking  questions  —  and 
,  Owning.''  It  is  said  that  when  Mrs.  Drag,  took  her 
to  Madame  Tussaud's  once  she  stuck  a  big  pin  in 
°<n-e      ,  ,,thec  wax  figures— just  to   see    if    it  would 

jump!  Several  well-dressed  ladies  and  gentle- 
men who  hover  round  the  delightful  working  model 
of  the  Thames  at  the  Imperial  Institute  will  touch. 
I  saw  a  lady  dip  her  lavender-tinted  kid  gloves  (of  course 
her  fingers  were  inside  them)  into  the  Thames  water  at 
Woolwich—  '  just  to  see  if  it  was  real !  "  Another,  well 
up  in  topography,  lifted  Richmond  Bridge  out  of  its 
foundations  to  "  count  the  arches,"  but  returned  it  wrong 
side  up  !  Just  t  >  find  out  what  the  bed  of  the  river  was 
made  of,  a  "  gentleman"  put  the  end  of  his  walking-stick 
into  the  plaster  of  Paris  (not  mud),  with  the  result  that 
there  was  a  leakage  in  the  Thames. 

All  went  well,  however,  until  some  "wag"  turned  on 
a  tap  which  supplied  the  numerous  little  tributaries  with 
water.  Result  :"  Inundation  at  Kingston  !  "  "Pagoda 
under  water  !  "  Mr.  J.  R.  Richardson  was  despatched  for 
Head  River  Keeper  Biron,  who  opened  the  weirs,  "  bade 
the  mam  flood  bate  its  usual  height,"  and  stopped  the  hole 
in  the  bottom  of  the  River  Thames.  I  understand  a  glass 
covering  is  being  made  (under  the  superintendence  of  that 
excellent  manager  of  entertainments,  Mr.  Lloyd)  so  as  to 
prevent  a  recurrence  of  floods  on  the  Thames.  When  will 
people,  who  should  know  better,  learn— to  use  the  language 
of  Peckham  Rye  Biron—"  Don't  touch  ?  "  The  cases  of 
stuffed  fish  will  be  noticed  fully  next  week,  but  I  cannot 
omit  two  (not  in  the  catalogue),  which  are  on  view— Mr. 
F.  K.  W.  Wallis's  superb  chub  of  61b.  14oz.,  taken  on  the 
Trent,  at  Sbardlow ;  and  Mr.  W.  Howlett's  441b.  perch, 
taken  from  the  river  Lark  in  1891. 


Ihe  annual  dinner  of  the  Anchor  and  Hope  Angling 
Society  was  held  on  Thursday  evening  (May  20),  in  the 
Gordon  Saloon  of  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  about  one 
hundred  members  and  friends,  including  many  ladies 
being  presided  over  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen.  An  excellent 
repast  was  provided,  and  the  after  dinner  speeches  and 
music  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  A  fuller  account  will 
appear  in  the  next  issue. 

From  out  that  fav'rite  pool 

How  many  mem'ries  rise  ? 
I  played  the  trudge  from  school, 

I  sought  not  to  be  wise  ! 
1  only  wanted  fish, 

And  here  were  fish  galore  ; 
What  cared  I  for  the  swish, 
Although  it  made  me  sore  ? 

From  out  that  oft-fished  pool 
How  many  trouties  came  ? 
He'd  be  an  arrant  fool 

Who  would  not  do  the  same  ! 
But  should  he  risk  the  lash — 

That's  where  the  puzzle  tells  j 
Is 't  wisdom  to  be  rash, 

When  caning  equals  yells  ? 
Yet  in  that  dear  old  pool, 

Old  days  are  mirrored  back  j 
On  Time's  old  hard-spun  spool 
Tho  threads  are  never  Biael . 
Those  splendid  days  of  old 

Have  all  passed  o'er  my  head  ; 
Crey  hair  instead  of  gold, 
Tells  me  those  times  are  dead. 
 >  >  

Farewell,  a  long  farewell,  to  all  my  greatness!  My 
greatness  lay  in  a  Thames  pool.  He  was  a  lovely  fish,  that 
even  my  best  friend  admitted  would  weigh  quite  81b. ; 
the  spots  on  his  gleaming  sides  were  superbly  set  out— we 
could  see  that  as  ho  fought  against  the  line's  "restraint 
what  time  he  lay  in  that  foaming  weir  pool,  and  I  stood 
all  flushed  with  excitement,  where  the  rusliing  waters  of 
fair  Thames  overflow.    But  there  oame  a  rush,  a  dash,  a 

leap,  and  nsk  of  the  winds  where'er  my  trout  could  be  ! 

Once  more,  a  long  farewell  to  all  my  greatness.  Yet  he 
is  not  lost ;  only  he  has  gone  before— certainly  before  I 
wanted  him  to  go  !  Draunkt. 


May  22,  1897] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


D.  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

RODS,  REELS,  &C. 

Slater's  New  Design  Nottingham  Reel, 

"THE  ZEPHYR," 

The  lightest  and  most  perfect  Nottingham 
Reel  made. 


IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE 

Yachting  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition. 

Open  Daily  from  7  p.m.  to  77  p.m. 

Hundreds  of  Models  of  Yachts,  illustrating  the 
progress  made  in  yacht  building  during  the  past 
sixty  years.  Large  and  interesting  Collections 
of  Prize  Cups,  anil  of  Oil  Paintings,  Water 
Colours,  and  Photographs  of  Yachts  and  Yacht- 
ing Subjects.  Exhibits  of  Yachts  and  Yacht 
Equipments.  <  'ollection  of  Private  Baeing  Flags. 

Net  Making  by  Machinery.  Net  Making  by 
Fisher  Girls.  Model  of  the  channel,  showing 
Lighthouses  and  Lightship.  Illuminated  Charts, 
Lights,  &c,  shown  by  the  Trinity  House. 

Inland  Fisheries.  -  Representative  Exhibits 
from  the  principal  Fisheries  of  the  United  King- 
dom. Exhibits  of  Rods.  Flies,  Hooks,  Fishing 
Tackle.  Live  Fish,  Breeding  Tanks.  Stuffed 
Fish,  .fcc.  Large  Model  of  the  Thames  Valley 
in  Belief. 

AN  EXHIBITION  OF  LIFE  SAVING  AT 
SEA  will  be  given  at  intervals  in  the  West 
Quadrangle.  A  series  of  ANIMATED  PHOTO- 
GRAPHS hourly,  from  2  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 

CONCERTS  DAILY.  Afternoon,  5  p.m.; 
Evening,  8.45.  ' 

Hekk  Eduaiid  Stkavss,  Imperial  and  Boyal 
Austro-Hungarian  Director  of  Court  Ball  Music, 
with  his  complete  Orchestra  from  Vienna.  For 
programme  see  Daily  Papers. 

Admission  daily  (except  Wednesdays),  One 
SWlliog.  On  Wednesdays.  Fellows'  Day,  by 
ticket  only,  to  be  obtained  of  Fellows. 


DRY  FLY  FISHING. 

TWO  VACANCIES  OCCUR, 

LOWER  STOUR  FISHERY, 

One  hour  and  twenty  minutes  from  town. 
Annually  Re-stocked  with  1000  two- 
year-old  trout.    OPENS  at  EASTEE. 
F.  C.  NASH,  Parade,  Canterbury. 

First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES 
DEESSED  to  Order  or  Pattern. 

3iin.,  15s.;  4in.,  16s. ;  with  Check  i  G.  HOYLE,  Practical  Fly  Dresser, 

Action,  3s.  each  extra.  44>  Liberia  Road,  Highbury, 

London,  N. 

Special  List  sent  Post  Free  to  any  address,  i  price  list  post  free. 


JAMES  OGDEN. 

28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION 
OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Tront  Rods. 

No  connection  with  any  other  nerson  assuming  the  same  name. 

CAUTION.— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in 
the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 

139  GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS. 

MACONOCHIES 

PATES  AND  CAMP  PIES, 

THE  IDEAL  LUNCH  FOR  FISHING  OR  YACHTING  PARTIES. 
MACONOCHIES   ARMY  RATIONS. 

A  thoroughly  Substantial  Maal  for  two  or  three  persons  of 
carefully  proportioned  MEAT  and  VEGETABLES, 
remarkably  well  Flavoured,  Full  of  Gravy,  Specially 
Prepared  for  eating  COLD,  or  can  be  made  HOT  in 
a  few  minutes. 

If  cannot  obtain  from  your  grocer,  drop  us  a  Post-card,  and  we  will  forward  tin 
at  Wholesale  Price,  Carriage  Paid,  per  return. 

POTTED  MEATS,  GAME,  FISH  fof  every  description),  SADCES,  PICKLES,  CURRIES, 
CHDTNEYS.  JAMS,  JELLIES,  FLAVOURING  ESSENCES,  4c,  4c. 

MACONOCHIE  BROTHERS,  131,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C. 


Benetfink  &  Co. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

THE  BENETFINK  SPECIALITE. 

SELECTED  GREENHEART  SPECIAL 
GUINEA  FLY  ROD. 


10ft.,  lift.,  or  12ft.,  Three  Joints.  Two  Tops.  Double  Brazed, 
Bronzed  Ferrules  and  Fittings,  Graduated  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Grip,  Landing  Handle  to  hold  the  Tops,  Rod  Spear,  in 
divisioned  bag  complete.  The  above  is  made  specially  to  our 
instructions,  and  customers  will  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
and  lighest  rods  in  the  market,  and  of  exceptional  value. 
Highly  recommended.   Inspection  invited. 

NEW  STOCK    JUST    TO  BCA.IVI3. 


Trout,  fine  

Trout,  ordinal  y 

Medium   

Lake  

Grilse   

Grilse,  stout  

Salmon,  light  .. 


Extra  long,  fine  Trout. 


SPANISH  SILKWORM  GUT 

8in.  !)in.  lOin.  llin. 

  0/8  ...  I>/1 1  ...    1/  1  ...  i/a 

  0,7  ...  0/  9  ...    0.11  ...  1/1 

  0/7  ...  0/  II  ...    (J/11  ...  l/l 

  0/S  ...  0  11  ...    ]/  2  ...  1/4 

  0.9  ...  1/  :;  ..„.  1/  5  ...  1/7 

  1/9  ...  it  6  ...    4/  0  ...  4/6 

  2/6  ...  3/  0  ...    4/  6  ...  5/0 

151n.  lGin.  17in.  ISin. 

4/6  ...  5/6  ...    7  0  ...  8/6 


12in. 

2/0 
1/6 
1/3 
1/7 
1/9 
5/0 
6  0 
19in. 
9  6 


13in. 

2/6 
2,0 
1/9 
1/11 

2/2 


Hin. 

3/0 
2/6 
2,0 
2/2 
2/6 


In  Hanks  of  100  Strands,  not  less  than  One  Hank  of  each  supplied. 

These  Prices  are  per  Hank,  according  to  length. 


.  7  0  ...  — 
20in. 

.  10/6  ...  - 
Postage  2d. 


FOR  RODS,  REELS,  SILK  LINES,  CASTING  LINES,  FLIES,  HOOKS,  NETS,  BAITS,  4c 

See  our  Illustrated  Catalogue.  Sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

89, 90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 


SINGER 


SINGER  CYCLE  CO.  Ltd.,  COYEHTRY. 


1897 

LISTS 

READY 


FREEMANS'  "KINGFISHER"  BAIT, 

THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ROACH-PASTE  KNOWN  TO  ANGLERS. 

Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  Hundreds  of  Testimonials. 

In  Id.  and.  2d.  Packets,  6d.  and  Is.  Tins.    By  Post  9d.  and  Is.  4d. 

FREEMANS'  RHODIAN  OSL, 

For  Flavouring  Bread  and  other  Pastes. 

In  Bottles  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  5s.,  lOs.    Posted  3d.  extra  any  size. 

FREEMANS'  GROUND  BAIT, 

The  perfection  of  a  good  ground  bait.   In  6d.  and  la.  ting.   By  post,  9d.  and  Is.  4d.    1  cwt.,  24s. 
i  cwt.,  12s.  6d.  j  |  cwt.,  7s.  6d. ;  141b.,  4s.  6d.    Carriage  paid  to  any  station. 

FREEMANS'   "  RUBICERE," 

A  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines.    In  Id.,  3d.,  and  6d.  Cakes.    By  post,  2d.,  extra. 
ASK  YOUR  TACKLE   DEALER  FOR  ANY  OF  THE  ABOVE. 

None  genuine  unless  bearing  our  Registered  Trade  Mark,  the  signature,  "  Wm.  Frbkman." 
Refuse  all  substitutes  offered  (on  which,  you  may  bo  sure,  the  Betailer  offering  them  gets  mora 
vro&t.)         LIST  OF  TROUT  AND  GOLDFISH  FOODS  ON  APPLICATION. 


FREEMANS', 


Sole  Manufacturers: 

CHEMISTS  AND  FISH   FOOD  MAKERS, 
CITY  ROAD,  BIRMINGHAM, 
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PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 
On  Monday  evening  last  a  special  general  meeting  of 
the  Piscatorial  Society  was  held  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant, 
to  discuss  the  question  of  one  angling  association  for 
London,  and  to  elect  two  delegates  to  the  Central  Asso- 
ciation.   The  meeting  commenced  at  8i30  p.m.,  when  Mr. 
B.  C.  Blnndell  was  voted  unanimously  to  the  chair.  After 
a  short  discussion  againsl  the  legality  of  a  meeting  bein<* 
called  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  unity,  the  first  resold 
tion  was  proposed  by  Dr.  Patterson  :  "  That  it  is  desirable 
that  the  interests  of  London  anglers  should  be  protected 
and  directed  by  one  Central  Anglers'  Association."  This 
was  formally  seconded  by  Mr.  VV,  J.  Zaehnsdorf.  An  amend- 
ment deprecating  matters  of  the  kind  being  brought  before 
the  society,  and  moving  that  the  question  be  not  dealt  with 
was  moved byMr.  Godwin,andsecondedbyDr.Coate3.  This 
was  negatived  by  a  large  niijority.    The  resolution  was 
supported  by  Messrs.  Bridgman,   ISrown,  Butter,  and 
White,  while  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Crumplen  and 
Kidgway  and  Captain  Graham  Gordon.    The  motion  was 
put  by  the  chairman,  and  was  carried  by  nineteen  votes 
to  nine,  six  members  abstaining  from  voting.    The  meet- 
ing then  proceeded  to  vote  for  the  two  delegates  to  the 
Central  Association,  and  Messrs.  Bridgman  and  White 
were  elected  to  represent  the  satiety  on  the  Central 
Association.    A  vote  of  thanks  wa3  then  proposed  to  the 
late  delegate,  Mr.  T.  Crumilen,  from  the  chair,  and  was 
seconded  by  Dr.  Patterson.    The  usual  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  then  closed  the  meeting. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  W.  M.  GORDON. 

•  We  sincerely  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Mr.  W.  M. 

Gordon,  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  Kingston  Pisca- 
torial Society.  Mr.  Gordon  died  on  Sunday  last,  after  a 
few  days  illness,  at  Kingston,  of  which  town  he  was  a  well- 
known  inhabitant,  and  where  he  had  won  general  respect 
and  esteem  from  his  fellow  townsmen  for  his  quiet  and 
unostentatious  philanthropy.  His  interest  in  the  Thames 
and  all  pertaining  to  it,  was  illustrated  not  so  long  a°-o  by 
his  paying  all  the  expenses  incidental  to  the  big  concert 
fif  7  J  Yi  Thxmes  Re-stocking  Association,  by  which 
that  body  were  eventually  enabled  to  expend  over  £20  in 
adding  fresh  stock  to  the  royal  river.  At  the  annual 
dinner  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society  he  presented 
the  members  with  a  silver  cup,  value  £16,  for  competition 
Mr.  fcrordon  was  related  on  either  side  of  his  family  to  the 
late  General  Gordon,  Lord  Lovatt,  and  the  Marquis  of 
Hmitly,  the  latter  having  been  proposed  by  his  kinsman 
as  a  member  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial  Society.  The 
funeral  took  place  on  Thursday  afternoon  in  Kingston 
Cemetery,  with  Soman  Catholic  rites,  the  deceased  having 
been  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Romish  Church  The 
handsome  oak  coffin  enclosing  the  remains  was  covered 
with  numerous  wreaths,  one  of  which  was  sent  "  In 
remembrance  and  with  esteem"  from  the  Kingston 
Piscatorial  Society.  s 


GREAT  YARMOUTH  PISCATORIAL 
SOCIETY. 

Thb  annual  general  meeting  of  the  Great  Yarmouth 
Piscatorial  Society  was  held  at  the  Duke's  Head  Hotel 
recently,  Mr.  C.  C.  Baker  (chairman)  presided.  Mr. 
L.  P.  Garrett  produced  the  balance-sheet  for  year  ending 
April  3D,  1897.  He  regretted  to  sav  the  expenditure  had 
been  about  £4  above  their  income.  He  hoped,  as  this  was 
the  Diamond  Jubilee  year,  that  numbers  would  be 
more  than  usually  generous,  and  wipe  off  the  little  debt, 
lne  secretary  stated  he  was  exceedingly  pleased  to  be  able 
to  again  congratulate  the  members  upon  their  success. 
Ihey  were  increasing  in  numbers,  the  register  showing 
U6,  against  191  in  the  previous  year.*  The  balance-sheet, 
so  ably  explained  by  the  treasurer,  showed  correctly  the 
financial  position.  It  was  to  be  regretted  there  was  a 
small  balance  against  the  society,  bat  this  would  be 
met  by  being  more  economical  in  the  expenditure 
during  the  coming  year.  In  concluding,  the  secretary 
said  thanks  were  due  to  all  the  officers  and 
umpires  and  others  for  their  services.  By  their 
energy  the  society  was  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
D  i  i6  nomlnatlon  of  the  chairman,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bradshaw,  Mr.  Frank  Burton  was  re-elected  as  president, 
lhe  following  vice-presidents  were  re-elected :  The  Mayor, 
tt.  h  Buxton;  the  Deputy-Mayor,  T.  A.  Rising;  Sir 
John  Colomb,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.;  Messrs.  F.  Arnold,  R. 
Martins  F.  Danby  Palmer,  R.  Pratt,  F.  Allen,  A.  Brad- 
shaw, A.  F  Clowes.  J.  Ellis,  L.  P.  Garrett,  J.  H. 
Fortescue,  N.  Snuffling,  and  B.  J.  Foulsham.  Mr 
Atkins,  in  proposing  the  re-election  of  Mr.  C.  G.  Baker 
as  chairman,  said  that  if  Mr.  Baker  carried  out  the  duties  in 
the  future  as  he  had  done  in  the  past  he  would  do  very  well 
indeed  Mr.  Kirby  seconded.  The  chairman,  whose  re- 
installation was  most  hearty ,  thanked  them  very  much  indeed 
tor  their  kindness.  Mr.  Atkins,  on  being  re-elected  as  vice- 
chairman,  assured  the  members  he  would  continue  to  do  his 
utmost  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  society.  Mr.  Garrett 
was  again  elected  as  treasurer.  Mr.  Fortescue  was  pleased 
to  propose  the  re-election  of  Mr.  Kirby  as  secretary.  Mr. 
Boning ;  seconded,  and  Mr.  Kirby  was  elected  with  acclama- 
tion, lhe  committee  was  formed  as  follows:  Messrs.  G.  H 
Lovewell  Blake,  A.  E.  Bond,  W.  Piatt,  F.  Mower,  B. 

Pl^rs'LJ-  Williams,  R.  Wright,  and  W. 
OnllimV?  m  The  chairman  announced  that  Sir  John 
Colomb,  MP  the  mayor  (H.  E.  Buxton,  Esq.),  and 
I"  3  !?'  A-  Bradshaw,  A.  F.  Clowes,  F  Danby 
Palmer,  J.  Williams,  H  R  Atkins,  G.  llarrod,  F.  Allen, 
A.S.Cooper,  Lewis  and  Bourne,  and  many  others  had 
promised  prizes  for  the  en&uing  year. 


IZAAK  WALTON  ANGLING  ASSOCIATION 
AT  STAFFORD. 

_  The  fifth  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  this  asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  headquarters,  the  Sun  Inn 
btafforJ,  on  one  evening,  recently.    Alderman  J.  Goodall' 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  presided.    There  was  a 
lair  attendance  of  members.    The  hon.  secretary  Mr  F 
Brown,  read  the  committee's  report  for  the  year,  which 
was  an  interesting  epitome  of  the  society's  working 
and  showed  that   the   association  was  still   in  <r0o& 
torm,  although  its  present  membership  of  sixty-one  was 
somewhat  less  thin  was  the  case  the  previous  year.  The 
association  prssessed  the  same  large  extent  of  fishing 
rights,  the  boats  and  society  property  were  in  general 
order,  and,  compared  with  the  general  reports  of  angling 
throughout  the  country,  it  had  not  been  a  bad  season. 
The  hon.  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Moore,  read  the  statement  of 
accounts  for  the  year,  which  exhibited  satisfactory  results. 
The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  being  re-elected 
president,  and  Chas.  E.  Shaw,  M.P.,  and  several  others 
being    appointed'  vice-presidents.     The  committee  of 
management,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  gentlemen 
who  hid  left  the  town,  were  reappointed,  as  were  also  the 
hon.  secretary  and  the  hon.  treasurer,  hearty  votes  of 
thanks  being  accorded  to  all  who  had  taken  part  iu  the 
management  of  the  club. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ordinary  business,  Mr.  A. 
Cowley .  j an . ,  entered  the  room,  and  on  bthalf  of  his 
father  Mr.  J.  Cowley,  an  enterprising  tradesman  of  the 
town  (but  who  wa3  unable  to  be  presant),  presented 
the  association  with  a  valuable  silver  challenge  cup, 
to  be  competed  for  each  year  by  members  only,  the  success- 
ful competitors  at  the  same  time  being  entitled  to  the 
assocntion  gold  medal.  In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr. 
Cowley  said  his  father  was  sorry  that  he  was  not  able  to  be 
at  the  meeting  to  present  the  cup  in  person,  but  he  felt 
great  interest  in  angling,  and  had  very  much  respect  for 
the  club.  He  trusted  that  his  gift  would  add  additional 
interest  to  the  life  of  what  he  looked  upon  as  a  worthy 
association.  The  chairman,  on  behalf  of  the  society, 
received  the  valuable  present,  and  expressed  the  thanks  of 
the  members  to  Mr.  Cowley  for  the  magnificent  silver 
token  of  his  goodwill,  and  hoped  it  would  remain  in  their 
possession  for  many  years  as  a  memento  of  the  generosity 
and  good  feeling  of  the  worthy  donor.  Several  members 
spoke  with  reference  to  the  presentation,  each  expressing 
his  personal  thanks  to  Mr.  Cowley. 

The  whole  proceedings  of  the  meeting  was  of  an 
interesting  character,  and  gave  strong  indications  of  the 
goodwill  and  harmony  existing  in  the  Stafford  Izaak 
Walton  A. A.  j_  q 

notes  from  t$e  jHottf). 

The  trouting  season  on  the  Don  has  been  the  best 
enjoyed  for  many  years  back.  Fish  are  plentiful,  and 
come  freely  to  the  fly.  Greenwell's  Glory  seems  the 
favourite,  and  baskets  of  101b.  and  121b.  are  quite  the 
order  of  the  day.   

The  Don  tidal  is  also  doing  well.  Here  there  is  no  close 
season  enforced  on  the  twenty  odd  ticketholders  like 
what  there  is  on  the  Dee  and  Ythan.  There  was  a  close 
season  on  the  Don  till  a  few  years  back,  when  the  rods 
struck  m  a  body  and  demanded  back  their  money.  The 
day  after  the  demand  was  made  a  post-card  was  sent  to 
each  of  the  licensed  anglers  telling  him  he  might  continue 
angling  ad  hlnhnu.  There  seems  to  be  a  real  grievance 
in  the  closing  of  the  tidal  waters  of  such  a  river  as  the  Dee 
tor  the  long  period,  and  the  best  period  to  boot,  of  six 
weeks  on  account  of  the  damage  which  might  result  to  a 
few  salmon  smolts.  The  damage  is  more  fanciful  than 
real.  There  are  fifty  ticketholders  who  regularly  fish 
i  1  "aters-  Supposing  each  was  accountable  for  the 
death  of  ten  smolts  apiece,  accidentally  hooked  during  the 
season,  the  total  loss  would  only  be  500  fry— an  insig- 
nificant figure  alongside  the  inestimable  myriads  which 
swarm  m  these  waters  at  this  time.  Besides,  the 
law  is  on  the  side  of  the  smolts,  and  a  staff 
ot  watchers  have  nothing  else  to  do  but  protect 
fc£em-  There  is  no  reason  on  earth  why  the  Dee 
should  be  closed  and  the  Don  open,  or  vice  versd. 
On  the  Ythan  tidal  the  closure  season  is  even  a  worse 
grievance.  This  is  the  month  when  strangers  begin  to 
put  in  an  appearance,  and  the  few  boats  daily  on  these 
parts  are  easily  watched,  and  could  do  no  real  harm  what- 
ever to  the  smolts  migrating  to  the  sea.  In  fact,  one  cod 
or  coal  fish  at  the  mouth  of  any  of  our  rivers  will  "  do  " 
for  more  salmon  par  in  a  few  days'  feeding  than  all  the 
legal  and  illegal  angling  put  together. 


A  gamekeeper— an  Englishman— on  the  estate  of  Mr. 
Gordon,  of  Manor,  was  on  Monday  fined  25s.  for  mali- 
ciously destroying  two  fishing  rods  belonging  to  two  boys 
he  found  fishing  on  the  burn  of  Lochter  on  May  1.  The 
more  serious  charge  of  assault  was  departed  from.  The 
English-trained  keeper's  plea  in  justification  or  extenua- 
tion of  his  conduct  was  that  he  was  following  out  the 
plan  usually  adopted  in  England  when  anglers  were  found 
trespassing.  The  sheriff,  however,  in  effect  reminded 
him  that,  "When  in  Rome,  a  Roman,"  and  for  the 
wanton  interference  with  the  fishing  rods  and  gear  of  the 
boys  mulcted  him  in  the  sum  of  25s.  This  wholesome 
lesson  is  meant  as  a  warning  to  keepers,  and  those  with 
English  ideas  in  particular.  Spenceley,  the  accused,  will 
now  likely  be  sued  for  the  value  of  the  boys'  properties  in 
the  civil  court. 

The  Shetland  smack  Kind  Arlhvr  arrived  at  Lerwick 
last  week  from  the  Faroe  fishing,  and  reports  the  season 


practically  a  failure,  on  account  of  the  very  unsettled 
weather  rendering  fishing  operations  impossible. 

i  L°rJ.Aberdecn  is  another  liberal  patron  of  the  brother- 
iiood  of  the  angle.  He  grants  a  large  number  of  season 
tickets  to  anglers  for  his  Methlic  and  Ghight  reaches  of 
the  Ythan  free  of  any  charge,  and  a  day's  fishing,  ealmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout  when  they  are  about,  and  brown 
trout  at  all  times,  to  any  one  applying  for  it  at  the  Estate 
Unices  at  Haddow  House.  Some  splendid  sport  is 
presently  being  enjoyei  on  the  Ghight  waters  of  Lord 
Aberdeen. 

The  sale  of  Dunecht  estate  by  the  Earl  of  Bah  arrcs 
to  a  syndicate  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  northern 
Kugby  has  now  apparently  "  hung  fire."  Of  course  the 
syndicate  never  entertained  the  idea  of  purchasing  the 
lands,  only  the  mansion  hous-  and  grounds.  Another 
scheme  is  now  in  the  air;  but  we  fear  our  vision  of  the  • 
lech  of  Skene  becoming  a  second  Loch  Leven  will  now 
melt  into  thin  air.  Yet  with  the  prospect  of  a  railway  to 
its  very  shores,  something  may  yet  be  done  to  make  the 
loch  attractive  and  the  happy  hunting  ground  of  the  • 
Aberdeen  angler.   

There  has  been  a  run  of  big  salmon  on  the  east  coast  of 
•Scotland  lately,  and  the  gale  of  last  week  drove  many  of 
thf  m  into  the  rivers.  On  Monday  one  netter  at  the  mouth 
ot  toe  Dee  had  sixteen  fish,  all  over  201b.  One  of  them 
weighed  the  top  weight  of  40flb. 

The  big  fish  was  spied  coming  along  the  ford  at  the  back 
ot  an  island,  the  net  run  out,  and  he  was  captured. 
Another,  said  to  be  even  heavier,  was  also  spied  at  the 
same  time,  but  it  doubled  back,  or  otherwise  eluded  the 
meshes,  as  the  tacksman  failed  to  get  it.  Oh.  for  a  few 
inches  of  water  in  the  river  when  such  beauties  are  about  - 
or  else  buy  up  these  nets.  They  are  the  only  ones  now 
plying  above  the  Dee  tidal. 

The  upper  waters  of  the  Don  are  not  within  reach  of 
the  city  poacher ;  ergo,  anglers  coming  north  for  Don 
trouting  should  go  there.  These  parts  used  to  be  free : 
or,  at  least  ,  the  flask  was  all  the  passport  needed,  and  if 
freely  handed  round  among  the  local  keepers,  one  could 
easily  secure  bed,  board,  and  angling  for  almost  nothing. 
But  old  times  are  changed,  old  manners  gone."  and  Sir 
Charles  Forbes,  Bart.,  of  Newe,  now  charges  £1  for  the 
whole  season,  up  till  Aug.  1 ;  or,  for  a  weekly  or  daily 
ticket,  in  proportion.  This  is  more  by  way  of  protecting 
his  rights  than  making  money  on  the  one  hand,  and  an  ; 
effort  to  prevent  the  keepers  from  being  demoralised  on 
the  other. 

A  friend  writes  me  from  Speyside  ;  "  Better  sport  now 
than  since  the  ssason  opened.  On  the  feeders  such  as  the- 
Isethy,  Fiddich,  Avon,  and  such  like  par  ejceHe,,,: 
trouting  streams,  the  fish  are  said  to  be  more  plentiful,  of 
heavier  average,  and  in  more  forward  condition  than  for 
years  back." 

Writing  from  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Mr.  George  Blacklaws 
says:  "We  have  had  an  excellent  spring  season  in  these 
parts,  bar  the  abominable  series  of  gales.  Had  the 
weather  been  as  favourable  as  the  water  ail  former  records 
would  have  been  broken.  Mr.  Halsam  and  Mr.  G.  M. 
Kelson  are  now  getting  over  the  Carlogie  reaches,  and 
killed  five  fish  the  other  week.  Mortimer  had  twenty  <  in 
the  Woodend  water,  and  your  old  friend,  Mr.  Drummond, 
thirteen  on  the  Ballogie  section.  The  smallest  of  salmon 
flies  are  now  all  the  go."  Si-kcial  Scotch. 


iprovincfal.Botes 


BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  case  of  the  Bridgnorth  anglers  is  exciting  a  great 
deal  of  interest  amongst  those  who  fish  for  coarse  fish  in 
the  river  Severn.  Previous  to  the  close  season  coming  in, 
the  members  of  the  association  decided  to  fish  a  contest 
for  certain  prizes,  one  of  the  chief  rules  governing  the 
contest  being  that  no  trout  be  weighed-in,  and  that  if  any 
wore  hooked  they  should  be  returned  to  the  water  again 
with  the  least  possible  injury.  Whilst  the  contest  was  on 
the  water  bailiff  came  upon  the  scene,  and  took  several  of 
the  chief  members'  names  and  summoned  them.  The 
case  was  tried  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  the  summonses 
were  dismissed.  The  Severn  Board  say  that  they  now 
intend  taking  the  case  to  a  higher  court,  and  so  decide 
the  important  question  of  whether  they  have  the  right  to- 
make  coarse  fishermen  take  out  a  trout  licence.  At  the 
lite  meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association  committee 
the  case  was  considered  at  soma  length,  but  it  was  resolved 
by  a  small  majority  to  let  the  Bridgnorth  anglers  fight 
out  the  case  themselves,  as  they  were  not  in  any  way 
associated  with  the  Birmingham  Associations  ;  but  since 
then  I  have  received  communications  from  Worcester  and 
elsewhere  to  the  effect  that  there  can  be  only  one  test 
case  brought  forward,  and  that  it  would  be  wise  for 
Birmingham  or  the  Provincial  Association  to  go  to  the 
assistance  of  the  Bridgnorth  anglers,  and  come  to  some 
arrangement  with  them  with  the  view  of  united  action 
being  brought  to  bear  to  defend  the  case.  The  money 
still  remains  down,  and  I  should  suggest  that  if  some 
arrangement  can  be  made,  that  Birmingham  and  Bridg- 
north combine  together,  and  let  the  one  cise  for  once 
and  for  all  settle  a  dispute  that  has  been  very  un- 
pleasant to  all  patties  concerned.  A  large  number 
of  roach  have  been  taken  during  the  last  fortnight 
by  men  who  call  themselves  anglers  from   the  canal 
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near  to  Alrewas.  On  May  9  one  man  took  near 
upon  241b.  of  roach,  all  of  which  were  full  of  spawn. 
It  is  a  pity  something  cannot  be  done  to  prevent  this 
prostitution  of  our  free  waters.  Netting  has  done  a  great 
deal  to  injure  the  fishing  on  this  particular  canal,  but  I 
question  if  it  has  been  so  injurious  as  the  taking  of  fish 
during  the  last  month  with  the  rod  and  line.  Mr.  J.  L. 
Wood,  late  of  Twyning  Fleet,  is  now  located  at  the  Cross 
Keys  Hotel,  Evesham,  where  he  will  be  pleased  to  see  his 
old  angling  friends,  and  give  them  all  the  necessary 
information  as  to  fishing  in  the  Avon  in  this  neighbourhood. 
The  Hawthorn  Society  are  making  every  preparation  for 
the  comfort  of  their  members. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Warm,  sunny  days  have  come  at  last,  but  strong  north- 
east winds  accompanying  them,  not  particularly  cold,  how- 
ever, for  the  generous  sunshine  takes  off  the  edge  of  their 
keenness  ;  and,  although  unpleasant  at  times,  yet  they 
have  not  interfered  with  angling  to  any  great  extent. 
Fishing,  generally,  has  been  fairly  satisfactory  on  most 
of  the  Derbyshire  streams.  On  both  the  Dove  and 
the  Wye  there  has  been  tolerable  sport,  but  visitors 
have  not  been  very  numerous.  Several  anglers  have  been 
out  on  the  swift  flowing  mountain  stream,  the  Noe, 
which  runs  through  the  beautiful  Edale  Valley,  and  have 
taken  some  nice  lots  of  fish,  but  none  of  large  size  ; 
and  the  neighbouring  Castleton  burn  (in  the  Hope  Valley 
lengths)  has  yielded  several  brace  to  privileged  anglers 
there.  During  the  last  week  the  fishing  has  somewhat 
improved  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Derwent,  and 
there  have  been  more  visitors  than  there  has  been  for 
some  time  past.  Several  brace  of  trout  have  been  killed 
on  the  waters  between  the  isolated,  old-world  hamlet  of 
Derwent  Chapel,  Ashopton,  and  Yorkshire  Bridge  ;  and 
lower  down,  on  the  reaches  by  Woodlane,  Bamford,  and 
Mytham  Bridge,  a  few  decent  creels  have  been  made 
both  by  fly  and  by  bottom  fishermen.  The  adjoining 
waters  of  the  Hathersage  Angling  Association,  between 
Sickleholm,  Hathersage,  and  Grindleford,  have  been  visited 
by  a  fair  number  of  members  of  the  association,  and  by  ticket- 
holders,  and  tolerably  good  sport  has  been  had,  as  would 
be  expected  on  these  well  stocked  parts  of  the  Derwent 
when  angling  conditions  are  anything  like  favourable. 
Several  brace  of  good  sized  fish  have  also  been  taken  on 
the  neighbouring  lengths  of  Stoke  and  Calver  by  the 
owners,  their  friends,  and  others.  There  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  visitors  to  the  Chatsworth 
waters  during  the  week,  and  on  the  upper  lengths,  by 
Baslow  and  Chatsworth  Park,  several  excellent  baskets 
have  been  made ;  and  on  the  lower  reaches,  by  Calton 
Woods  and  Beeley  down  to  Kowsley,  where  there  have 
been  fewer  anglers,  some  decent  lots  of  fish,  up  to  If  lb., 
s  have  been  captured.  Sport  on  these  waters  has  been  fairly 
good  both  to  fly  and  to  bottom  fishers,  although  the  latter 
have  had  to  contend  with  low,  clear  water — a  difficulty 
which  was  overcome  by  aDgling  in  the  deeps  with  garden 
worms,  ant  eggs,  and  gentles. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Both  the  top  s' retches  of  the  river  Hull  and  its  tribu- 
taries are  in  first-class  condition  for  trout  fishing,  but  the 
stormy  weather  that  we  have  experienced  during  the  past 
week  has  quite  done  away  with  successful  fly  fishing, 
although  a  few  fish  have  bean  taken  below  the  lock  in  the 
tidal  wafers,  but  chiefly  with  worm.  In  the  lower  portion 
of  the  river,  where  the  water  i3  a  little  discolonred  owing 
to  the  recent  heavy  tides,  the  bottom  fishers  are  having 
splendid  sport  among  flounders  and  eels,  the  fish 
running  of  a  better  size  than  usual,  especially  at  Weelferry 
and  in  the  neighbourBoods  of  Wawne,  Cicey,  and  Duns- 
well.  The  Vic:oria  A.S.  held  their  first  match  this  season 
at  Weelferry.  Mr.  T.  Leng  took  the  first  prize.  An 
open  angling  match  will  take  place  on  the  river  at  Dunswell 
on  May  22,  under  the  auspices  of  the  above  society. 
The  Hull  Town  A.S.  have  also  a  club  match  to-day  at 
Patrington  Haven,  and  on  May  29  the  East  Hull  Brass 
Band  A.S.  fish  a  match  at  Hedon,  on  the  Burstwick  Draia. 
The  havens  and  drains  near  to  Hull,  and  the  ponds  on  the 
Lincolnshire  side  of  the  river  Humber,  are  all  providing 
good  sport  among  flounders,  and  odd  trout  have  recently 
been  taken  whilst  worm  fishing.  Another  consignment  of 
tench  and  rudd  have  been  turned  into  the  river  Ancholme 
by  the  commissioners,  from  the  Manor  Fishery,  Caistor. 
some  of  the  tench  running  to  about  2£lb.,  and  the  rudd 
lib.  each.  On  Tuesday  evening  next  the  Victoria  A.S. 
will  hold  a  special  meeting  at  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
Hull,  to  deliver  the  prizes  to  the  successful  competitors  at 
the  match  to-day.  On  Saturday  next  the  Duke  of  York 
A.S.  will  fish  their  second  mafc'a  on  the  Hull,  at  Wawne- 
ferry ;  and  on  the  30th  the  Horns  A.S.  will  fish  their 
match  at  Hull  Bridge.  Another  new  society  has  been 
formed  at  Mr.  Wilfred  Cutting's,  the  Clarence  Hotel, 
Charles-street,  Hull. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
There  is  little  in  the  way  of  angling  to  record  from  the 
Lake  district  this  week.  This  is  solely  attributable  to  the 
state  of  the  weather,  which  is  s?riously  interfering  with 
the  operations  of  others  besides  fishermen.  On  Saturday 
appearances  seemed  to  point  to  a  change  f<  r  the  batter, 
but  although  the  days  have  been  bright  and  sunny,  a 
strong  north-east  wind  has  since  prevailed,  at  times 
blowing  almost  a  hurricane,  and  it  has  been  a  difficult 
matter  to  cast  a  line  except  in  the  most  sheltered  situa- 
tions.. Towards  the  end  of  list  week  there  was  a  fair  turn 
ont  -of 'anglers  on  many  of  the  lakes — Derwentwater  in 
particular — and  a  number  of  good  panniers  were  obtained, 
perhaps  the  best  falling  to  the  lot  of  a  Keswick  angler 
(Mr.  Gibson),  who  secured  about  two  dozen  trout, 
averaging  nearly  1  Jib.  each.  In  South  Westmorland 
there  is  very  little  being  done,  and  the  spring  fishing  is 
likely  to  be  recorded  in  the  one  word,  "  nil."    Three  men 


were  summoned  on  Monday,  at  the  Hackthorpe  Petty 
Sessions,  at  the  instance  of  the  Yorkshire  Anglers' 
Association,  for  fishing  and  attempting  to  take  fish  in  tie 
river  Lowther  (Westmorland)  on  April  16.  The  portion 
of  the  river  is  rented  by  the  above  association,  and 
defendants  were  caught  by  watcher  Raine  fishing  there 
without  leave.  The  men  ran  away,  but  were  afterwards 
questioned  by  the  watcher  andadmitted  their  guilt.  They 
were  fined  5s.  each  and  costs. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

From  all  over  the  county  we  hear  of  the  boisterous  winds 
which  sadly  militate  against  fly  fishing.  The  Bolton  men 
have  been  utilising  their  member  of  Parliament,  Mr. 
Harwood,  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company  in  order  to  add  the  travelling  on  that 
system  to  the  many  privileges  already  enjoyed.  The 
Manchester  City  News,  in  its  issue  of  the  15th,  gives 
some  wonderful  news  under  its  "  Natural  History " 
column.  It  says  that  a  great  quantity  of  dead  fish  have 
been  taken  from  a  bend  of  the  Irwell,  which  was  left  when 
the  Ship  Canal  was  made.  It  further  states  that  many 
roach  of  Jib.  weight  and  a  pike  3ft.  long  were  seen. 
Where  these  came  from,  and  how  they  got  into  the  water, 
requires  a  lot  of  explanation.  Granted  that  the  water 
has  fined  down  in  its  isolated  state,  there  has  not  been 
time  for  these  fish,  especially  the  pike,  to  have  attained 
the  sizes  mentioned.  The  Warrington  anglers,  having 
consolidated  themselves,  appear  to  be  in  good  working 
order.  During  the  winter  months  they  have  been  giving 
their  attention  to  stocking,  and  no  doubt  in  time  to  come 
will  reap  the  benefit  of  their  enterprise.  The  Oldham, 
Ashton,  Stalybridge,  and  Dukiufield  Amalgamation  have 
decided  on  an  open  match  on  June  19.  In  deference  to 
the  wish  of  the  M.S.  and  L.R.  Company  thi3  amalgama- 
tion has  decided  to  abandon  their  Lincoln  excursion  in  J uly . 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Cold  north-east  winds  still  prevail,  and  our  trout 
streams  are  generally  neglected.  So  far  the  season  has 
been  a  miserable  failure.  Up  to ■  about  three  weeks  ajo 
the  waters  were  in  the  pink  of  condition,  but  the  trout 
gave  no  sport,  owing  to  the  wretchedly  cold  weather. 
The  drought  has  now  reduced  the  streams,  so  much  so, 
that  in  many  places  they  are  becoming  dried  up.  Under 
the  circumstances  the  prospects  are  most  discouraging.  A 
few  bottom  fishermen  have  tried  angling  in  the  deeper 
pools,  but,  generally  speaking,  they  have  done  no  good. 
The  reports  from  the  Fen  district  show  that  the  fish  are 
having  a  favourable  spawning  season,  and  the  opening  of 
the  coarse  angling  season,  a  month  hence,  is  anticipated. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

The  headquarters  of  the  Merry  Anglers  received  a  visit 
on  the  12th  from  the  delegates  of  the  various  clubs  com- 
prising the  County  Palatine  Association.  There  was  a 
splendid  muster,  some  tairty-two  clubs  being  represented. 
The  agenda  was  an  important  one,  and  full  of  interest. 
Amongst  other  business  disposed  of,  five  members  were 
added  to  the  committee,  the  rules  were  finally  adopted  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  following  five  were  added  to 
the  committee :  Messrs.  Sumner,  Leigh,  J.  Hampton, 
Coates,  and  J.  Booth.  Messrs.  A.  Whittaker  and.  H. 
Eaton  were  appointed  auditors.  It  was  decided  to 
promote  a  trip  to  Chester  on  July  11.  This  ai  s  jciation 
bids  fair  to  be  a  large  one,  some  1200  being  already  on  the 
roll  call.  Those  participating  in  this  meeting  considered 
it  the  best  meeting  they  have  ever  held.  The  delegates 
will  meet  at  Sale  for  their  next  meeting.  The  Merry 
Anglers  have  decided  to  fish  their  annual  match  on 
July  11  at  Chester.  The  Shakespere  A.S.  have  elected  a 
splendid  lot  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  no  rain  for  some  days,  and  the  Trent  is 
running  at  low  summer  level.  The  lowness  has  afforded 
salmon  anglers  every  chance  to  operate  on  the  various 
swims  and  runs  at  Shardlow,  but  up  to  the  period  of 
sending  off  this  report  none  of  the  visitors  had  succeeded 
in  moving  a  fish.  Two  or  three  are  now  known  to  have 
reached  King's  Mills,  and  as  soon  as  the  boisterous  winds 
moderate  the  subscribers  ought  to  make  amends  for  past 
disappointments.  But,  taking  all  the  circumstances  of 
salmoning  into  consideration,  there  is  little  doubt  that  we 
have  now  left  the  best  of  the  season  in  the_ rear.  Early 
prospects  have  not  by  any  means  been  realised.  Coarse 
fish  are  busy  on  the  spawning  beds,  and  a  successful 
season  is  looked  forward  to  with  confidence.  Personally, 
Pthink  the  fish  will  be  later  than  last  year.  The  bottom 
weed  is  already  showing  itself  in  considerable  profusion, 
and  its  presence  doe3  not  say  much  in  favour  of  the 
prospective  doings  of  the  barbel  fisher.  .  Few  trout 
anglers  have  patronised  the  Dover  Beck  since  my  last 
report,  and  sport  has  been  most  indifferent.  The  fact  is, 
the  stream  requires  a  good  scouring  out  in  order  to  set  the 
fish  more  freely  on  the  move  in  search  of  fresh  food. 
Caddis  baits  are  plentiful,  and  will  be  found  more  killing 
than  the  worm.  Lobworms  are  at  a  premium  in  price, 
for  owing  to  the  cold  nights  scarcely  any  can  be  caught. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

During  the  past  week  the  weather  his  been  much 
warmer — perhaps  it  has  taken  a  change  for  the  better  in 
consequence  of  the  approaching  visit  of  Her  Majesty — and 
on  the  whole  the  conditions  have  been  more  favourable  to 
fishing.  The  winds,  however,  have  occasionally  been 
very  boisterous,  and  fishermea  have  had  to  fish 
with  the  greatest  care  to  catch  fish.  The  local 
streams  have  been  moderately  patronised,  and  here 
and  there  a  few  nice  trout  have  been  caught.  What 
is  wanted  at  present  is  a  nice  downfall  of  rain,  which 
would  freshen  ;the  streams  up  wonderfully,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  genial  weather,  would  considerably 


improve  angling  conditions.  The  stretch  of  the  river 
Amber  near  Ambergate,  rented  by  the  Sheffield  Trout 
Anglers'  Association,  has  teen  fairly  well  patronised,  and 
by  light  fishing  anglers  have  been  able  to  catch  a  few 
goad  fi.-h.  In  this  stream  rain  is  also  needed.  The  Wye 
and  Derwent  have  not  provided  any  very  great  amount  of 
sport,  and  the  boisterous  winds,  which  have  often  been 
exceedingly  cold,  have  militated  considerably  against 
successful  angling.  The  test  sport  has  been  obtained  m 
the  club  waters,  and  at  Chatsworth  and  Darley  Dale  some 
very  decent  fish  have  been  captured.  Prospects  for  coarse 
fishing  in  the  Idle  and  Ryton  are  very  satisfactory  con- 
sidering all  the  unfavourable  circumstances,  and  fish  have 
already  commenced  to  deposit  their  spawn.  In  the 
Derwent,  near  Bamford  and  Grindleford,  several  rods 
have  been  busy  during  the  week-end,  and  some  good  trout 
have  been  obtained. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

In  this  district  we  have  had  a  week  of  fine  weather, 
plenty  of  sunshine,  but  alas  !  fartoomuch  north-east  wind, 
which  reached  your  very  marrow  even  in  the  sunshine,  and 
sent  your  flie3  swinging  into  the  airinstead  of  on  the  water. 
All  the  rivers — Severn,  Teme,  and  Avon — clear  as  gin,  and 
you  can  see  the  fish  lying  on  the  bottom  in  a  state  of 
glorious  inactivity  ;  and  yet  they  won't.take  your  bait,  not 
even  when  placed  right  before  their  noses — maggot,  worm, 
fly  (natural  and  artificial)  all  tried  without  effect,  and  has 
been  enough  to  make  the  angler  say  swear.  Well,  we 
must  wait  for  climatic  changes — a  downfall  of  rain,  and 
the  wind  in  another  quarter,  ar.d  then  we  shall  get  some 
fish.  The  Tewkesbury  Angling  Society  held  their  annual 
meeting  at  the  Hop  Pole  Hotel  on  Tuesday,  under  the 
presidency  of  Mr.  F.  Moore.  That  gentleman  was  re- 
elected president;  Mr.  W.  Jackson,  Mr.  Samuel  Jones, 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Gray,  vice-presidents;  and  Mr.  Fouracre 
was  re-elected  hon.  sec.  and  treasurer.  The  club  numbers 
about  ,  100  members,  and  is  in  a  very  prosperous 
condition.  This  society  decided  not  to  take  out  licences 
until  the  case  before  the  Court  of  Appeal  is 
settled,  and  the  members  are  anxious  to  become 
affiliated  to  the  Provincial  Angling  Association.  _  The 
Upton-on-Severn  Angling  Society  held  their  meeting  on 
Thursday  evening,  Dr.  J.  Montford  in  the  chair.  Dr. 
Montford  was  unanimously  elected  president  for  the 
present  season  ;  Sir  E.  A.  Lechmere,  Rev.  A.  Beal,  and 
R.  S.  Bagnall,  Esq.,  vice-presidents;  Messrs.  A.  Hollo- 
way,  T.  W.  Walton,  T.  Smith,  F.  W.  Patey,  R.  T.  Hill, 
H.  White,  and  T.  Jenks,  committee ;  Messrs.  S.  Gibbs  and 
C.  Evans,  joint  hon.  sees,  and  treasurers.  The  bilance- 
sheet  for  the  past  season  was  presented,  and  showed  a 
fair  balance  in  hand.  Dr.  Montford  and.  Mr.  Wood,  of 
the  Star  Hotel,  both  promised  cups,  and,  as  the  member- 
ship is  rapidly  increasing,  there'is  every  prospect  of  a  very 
successful  season.  The  Worcester  Augling  Society  also 
had  a  very  successful  meeting  at  the  Bull's  Head  Inn  on 
Tuesday  evening,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  they 
are  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Very  opposite  conditions  have  in  the  course  of  a  week 
characterised  the  weather  in  North  Yorkshire.  Bleak 
winds  and  snow-capped  hills  were  unseasonable  for  May, 
and  happily  gave  place  to  more  agreeable  experiences 
with  the  advent  of  the  present  week.  The  north-east 
wind,  however,  although  it  has  fallen  light,  has  prevailed, 
and  until,  as  Thomson  says,  the  effusive  south  looks  out 
and  smiles,  anglers,  in  common  with  other  sections  of  the 
community,  will  not  get  their  hearts'  desires.  Most  of 
the  rivers  have  run  clear,  and  if  the  bright  sunshine  and  the 
drying  winds  continue,  and  the  warm  rain  which  farmers 
are  longing  for  is  much  longer  withheld,  conditions  are 
not  likely  to  improve  for  fishing  generally.  Varying 
success  has  attended  the  expeditions  along  the  banks 
of  the  Wharfe,  the  Ure,  the  Swale,  and  the  Derwent; 
the  best  luck,  perhaps,  lias  been  with  trout  fishers, 
who  have  used  the  creeper  or  larvaj  of  the  Stone 
Fly.  A  useful  cast  is  also  the  Orange  Partridge  (tail 
fly),  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  and  Light  Watchet. 
The  pollution  of  trout  streams  near  Harrogate  is  engaging 
serious  attention,  and  a  representative  meeting  at  that 
town  on  Monday  evening  cousidi  red  what  steps  ought  to 
be  taken  as  regards  the  Oak  Beck,  a  tributary  of  the 
Nidd.  It  appears  that  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Harrogate 
Gasworks  hundreds  of  dead  trout  aud  coarse  fish  have  been 
found  in  the  beck,  and  a  trout  weighing  about  fib.,  which 
had  been  taken  out  of  the  Nidd  at  Knaresborough,  three 
or  four  miles  below  the  beck,  was  exhibited  at  the  meet- 
ing. It  was  decided  to  forward  to  Mr.  Trevor  Edwards, 
clerk  to  the  West  Biling  Rivers  Board,  a  resolution,  call- 
ing attention  to  the  repeated  pollutions  of  the  Oak  Beck, 
and  expressing  a  hope  that  the  board  will  endeavour  to  put 
a  stop  to  it,  in  which  action  they  would  have  every  assist- 
ance from  anglers. 


Tun  fish  that  is  caught  to-day 

Is  not  to  be  caught  to-morrow  ; 
The  youngster  that  shouts  "  Hooray," 

Will  s  mio  day  succumb  to  sorrow. 
The  full  that  has  ouco  been  stuffed 

Is  found  to  augment  its  weighing  ; 
'1  ha  public,  of  course,  are  bluffed — 

That  passes  without  the  saying. 

The  boy  that  will  fish  to-day 

Is  tripping  to  school  to-morrow  ; 
No  more  mu  t  he  truant  play, 

'Tis  certain  to  fore-run  sorrow. 
His  catch  in  the  village  pool 

Has  no  ordeal  of  weighing, 
But  ho  gets  a  catch  at  school — 

That  passes  without  the  saying. 
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"the  4 purple  heather'  A  BOON  TO  ANGLERS  and  TOURISTS. 

FISHING  JACKET  f 

will  be  received  with  favour  by  those  who  study 
comfort  with  appearance."  —  Fishhig  Gazette, 
Nov.  14,  1896.  ■  ■ 

"  An  admirably  designed  coat  ....  so  cut 
at  the  back  that,  while  it  allows  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  to  the  shoulders  and  arms,  it 
always  falls  into  its  place  and  hangs  well  and  ship- 
shape. It  is,  in  fact,  exactly  what  a  true  sports- 
man requires  -  a  thoroughly  useful  and  workman- 
like garment."    Rod  and  Gun,  Oct.  17,  1896. 


"PURPLE 

HEATHER. 
THE 
NEW 

JACKET. 


•  •  BESISTUS  '  is  the  name  of  a  new  cloth  which 
has  the  tenacity  and  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
linen  twill,  but  to  the  touch  there  is  that  feeling  of 
softness  and  comfort  inseparable  from  a  woollen 
material.  ...  A  more  suitable  fabric  out  of 
which  to  fashion  sportsmen's  garments  could  not 
be  imagined."-  Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  14,  1896. 


"  RESISTUS."  1 
THE 
NEW 
CLOTH. 


DR.  JAEGER'S  CO.  LTD., 

PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  CONDUIT  STREET,  W. 

Telegrams-" HIGHMOST.  LONDON." 


anil  French  Soups. 

Maggi's  Maggi's 
CONSOMME  French  Sonps 


In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

^™  Boxes  containing  10  Tubes, 
Is.  8d. ; 


(33  Varieties] 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is.  Id. ; 


Post  Free,  Is.  lOfd.        Post  Free,  Is.  7d. 

Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  be  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19,  1893 
Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  Consomme.   We  have  found  the 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Rifles,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  189G. 
I  have  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  tte 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  cot  - 
sidered.   The  Consomme'  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Rcssell-Jeaffebson,  F.B.G.8.,  4c. 

OF  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET, 

LONDON,  W.> 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme'  may  be  ta?ted  daily. 


RIVER  COQUET, 

NORTHU  MBERti  AM  D. 

THE  NORTHUMBRIAN  ANGLERS 
FEDERATION  have  nearly  12  miles 
of  the  .beat  water  on  this  famous  Trout 
stream.  Season  tickets,  1  guinea.— Apply 
to  J.  A.  Williamson,  Solicitor,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  Clerk. 


TVINGTON  TROUT  and  G  BAY  LING  FISH- 
ING CLUB,  Leomins'er,  Herefordshire.— • 
(ientlemen  desirous  of  becoming  MEMBERS  of 
the  above  Club  (preserving  the  Fishery  on  the 
Eiver  Arrow  extending  from  Broadward  Bridge 
to  Monkland  Bridge,  Leominster)  are  requested 
to  communicate  with  the  Secretary,  W.  Caver, 
Fairlelgh  House.  Leominster.  Annual  subscrip- 
tion (entitling  subscribers  to  membership  ticket 
and  four  diy  tickets  for  friends),  £3  3s. 


(LATE   MANAGER   TO    H.  DUNHILL). 


PATENT 


LUCIFEROUS 
MAY  FLIES, 

INFLATED  TRANSPARENT  BODIES  (UNSINKABLE),  6  6  PER  DOZEN. 

ill,  JUDD  STREET,  EUSTON  ROAD. 


THE  question  as  to  where  to  spend 
our  Holidays  may  be  best  de- 
cided by  the  perusal  of '  Longley's 
Holiday  Guides,"  a  specimen  copy 
of  which,  with  full  list  (67),  will 
be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  I  'd., 
by  Mr.  Longley,  Warwick-lane, 
London.  ;  

HALF- NEARLY  VOLUMES 


OF 


"THE  FISHING  GAZETTE," 

Bound  in  oloth,  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Publishers,  price  6s.  6d.  each;  poet 

free,  7s.  3d. 


CARTER   <2s  CO- 

137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 


MAY    FLIES.    Will  kill  when  other  Plies  are  useless, 


Perfect  Floating. 

2d.  each. 
Is.  9d.  dozen. 


Trout  and  Grayling 
Chub  -  -   -  - 
Sea  and  Lake  Trout 
Salmon  (Plain)  - 


Spinning  Head.  Patknt. 


Fishing  (ia/.ette:  "Very  deadly. 

POST     'K  R  25  E . 
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ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

C.  McPhersun. — The  little  fish  you  send  is  a  broad- 
nosed  p;pe  fish  (Siplwnostoma  ti/phle). 


[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

SHORT  RODS. 

Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  May  1  "Black  Hackle" 
asks  :  "  Will  any  gentle  brother  of  the  craft  tell  me  why 
there  is  such  a  craze  for  9ft.  and  10ft.  rods  .  .  .  ?  " 
I  feel,  Yankee-like,  a  desire  to  return  a  question  :  "  What 
in  the  name  of  fly  fishing  does  a  man  want  a  two-handed 
14ft.  rod  to  land  a  trout  for  ?  I  can  cast  25yds.  with  a 
Oft.  rod  that  weighs  8oz. ,  and  kill  a  Gib.  trout  if  I  could 
only  hook  one,  and  when  my  right  arm  is  weary  the  left 
arm  can  do  nearly  as  well,  but  not  for  as  long  a  time.  I 
hive  been  a  fly  fisher  in  America  for  over  thirty  years, 
and  have  not  seen  a  two-handed  trout  rod  in  a  quarter  of 
a  century  at  least,  so  that  short  rods  are  not  a  "  craze  " 
on  this  side  of  the  water.  Many  of  our  anglers  use  rods 
as  light  as  4oz.,  and  are  willing  to  use  them  when  trout  of 
31b.  are  liable  to  be  taken.  My  lightest  rod  is  a  split  cane 
of  "oz:,  but  I  seldom  use  it,  as  I  prefer  the  action  of  my 
favourite,  which  is  10£ft.,  and  weighs  loz.  to  the  foot. 

While  I  can  cast  25yds.,  it  is  seldom  that  more  than  half 
that  distance  is  cist  by  me  in  actual  fishing.  I  would 
advise  "Black  Hackle  "  to  get  a  good  single-handed  rod,  not 
to  exceed  ldf t  in  length  nor  lOoz.  in  we ight,  and  learn  to 
use  it  with  either  hand,  and  if  he  goes  back  to  a  long 
two-handed  red  I  will  think  there  was  something  wrong  in 
the  action  of  the  shorter  one.  The  world  has  moved  since 
two-handed  rods  were  used  for  trout  of  41b.,  or  less,  and 
the  modern  short  rod  is  not  a  craze  but  a  fixed  fact,  come 
to  stay.  .  Surely  a  man  must  release  one  hand  to  use  the 
reel,  unless  he  uses  an  automatic  reel,  which  I  do  not, 
although  I  have  one,  and  if  he  then  plays  his  fish  with  one 
hand,  why  use  two  to  cast  with  ?  It  a  man  is  fishing 
where  the  brown  trout  are  liable  to  run  as  high  as  101b.,  I 
can  see  that  he  miglt  need  a  twe-hauded  grilse  rod ;  and, 
by  the  way,  American  salmon  anglers  seldom  use  a  rod 
over  18ft.,  never  over  20ft.,  for  the  largest  cf  Canadian 
salmon;  rods  that  many  on  the  other  side  of  the  puddle 
would  call  grilse  rods.  Light  rods  increase  the  pleasure  of 
angling. — I  am,  &c,  Fred  Mather, 

Brooklyn,  N.Y.   

A  NOTE  FROM  THE  STATES. 
R.  B.  Marston,  Esq., 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  read  your  issue  of  March  20, 
sent  me  by  my  nephew,  Frank  Garrett,  of  Leiston, 
Suffolk.  He  well  knew  that  the  Aldeburgh  picture  would 
interest  me,  for  I  used  to  shoot  and  fish  there  thirty  years 
ago  with  Fenwick  Hele.  I  send  you  a  clipping  out  of  our 
kcil  paper  of  the  1st  inst.,  showing  the  risks  the  river 
fishermen  undergo  whilst  drifting  for  salmon.  These  nets 
are  'Jin.  mesh,  six  and  seven  fathoms  deep,  aud  300 
fathoms  long,  and  the  neirer  at  this  time  of  the  year — 
early  part  of  the  season — that  they  can  get  their  nets  to 
the  Columbia  River  Bar  (the  worst  in  the  world)  the  more 
fish  get  meshed  up.  Here  I  have  lived  for  seven  years, 
aud  came  from  Florida  to  get  away  from  malaria,  and  for 
bitter  shooting  and  fishing.  I  am  on  Gray's^  Harbour, 
have  a  cattle  ranch,  and  put  in  the  year  shooting  and  fish- 
ing as  the  seasons  come  round;  and  there  is  not  a  meal  in 
the  year  but  what  I  cm  obtain  within  a  short  distance  of 
the  home,  and  as  varied  a  one  as  Simpson  or  Pirn  could 
give  one.  I  am  surprised  that  more  of  my  countrymen  do 
not  come  here  to  reside.  A  Devonshire  climate. — Yours 
faithfully,  -Edmund  Croft. 

Marklam,  ChehalisCo.,  State  of  Washington,  U.S.A. 
"How  Fishermen  Meet  Death — Five  Lives  Lost 
Within'  the  Past  Twenty-four  Hours. 
"  Astoria,  Ore.,  April  30. — The  average  yearly  death 
rate  of  Columbia  river  fishermen  who  have  lost  their  lives 
in  being  venturesome  during  the  past  ten  years  is  twenty. 
These  have  been  as  a  rule  old  fishermen  with  experienced 
boat  pullers,  who  have  been  so  accustomed  to  local  con- 
ditions as  to  feel  safe  under  all  conditions. 

"  Sine  3  the  opening  of  the  season  on  April  10,  Chinook 
salmon  have  been  unusually  scarce,  owing  to  the  water  of 
the  river  being  colder  than  the  waters  of  the  Pacific, 
forcing  fishermen  to  go  outs'de  to  show  anything  for  their 
drift.  During  the  past  two  days  wind  and  sea  off  the  bar 
has  been  severe,  but  the  fishermen  have  braved  it  in  hope 
of  making  a  good  catch. 

"John  Hendrickson,  of  Seaborg's  cannery,  returned 
yesterday  with  ten  fish,  which  was  a  high  catch.  To-day 
he  was  drowned  on  Clatsop  Spit,  his  boat  puller  being 
saved  by  boats  near  by. 

This  evening  one  of  Kinney's  boats  with  100  fathoms  of 
net  was  found  on  the  beach  at  Ocean  Park  near  the  wreck 
of  the  Glenmorag.  The  number  of  the  boat  is  not  given, 
so  who  the  crew  is  cannot  yet  be  determined,  as  tin  boats 
cannot  be  checked  up  until  to-morrow.  It  ii  also 
reported  that  one  of  Booth's  boats  was  found  on  the 
beach  near  Clatsop  Spit  .to-night  with  the  net  out.  This 
means  two  more  lives,  or 'five  within  twenty-four  hours. 

"  The  fithermen  appreciate  the  loss  of  these  men,  and 
this  evening  sat  around  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  but  at  the 
same  time  preparing  to  go  out  and  take  similar  chances 
oarly  to-morrow  morning." 

"CRONEEN." 

Dear  Sir, — Referring  to  "  Mona's"  inquiry  as  to  what 
are  "  croneen,"  may  I  venture  to  reply,  feat  Messrs, 
Enright  or  Hurley  fail  to  do  so  ? 

I  lire  on  a  tributary  of  the  Shannon  (Nenagh  river),  near 


Lough  Derg,  and  have  fished  the  lake  and  river  since  a 
boy,  and  the  large  lake  trout,  when  they  run  into  the 
tributaries  during  spates,  or  coming  towards  the  spawning 
season,  are  always  called  "  eroneens."  The  name  is 
paiticularly  applied  to  the  large  orange-bellied,  copper- 
brown  gillaroo  trout,  which  are  the  first  to  run  m  to 
spawn. 

"Croneen"  is  derived  from  an  Irish  word,  "cron" — 
pronounced  "crone" — meaning  brown,  dun  coloured,  or 
coppery,  and  the  name  is  fimply  used  to  distinguish  the 
large  spitted  dark  coloured  lake  trout  from  the  ordinary 
river  trout.  One  commonly  heirs  the  expression  in  the 
autumn,  "the  eroneens  are  up,"  that  is,  have  run  into 
the  rivers.  There  are  migrations  of  lake  trout  from  the 
lake  into  the  river  here,  just  as  the  salmon  run  from  the 
sea  into  the  rivers  nearly  every  month  from  May  to 
November ;  and,  in  August  especially,  a  run  of  what  I 
might  call  the  grilse  of  the  lake  trout. 

At  the  present  time  the  lake  trout  fry  are  leaving  the 
river  in  "  schools  "  for  the  lake,  and  they  return  in  August 
weighing  from  Jib.  to  l|lb.,  a  bright,  silvery,  pink  fleshed 
fish,  like  a  little  peal ;  that  is  when  the  net  poachers,  who 
harry  the  mouth  of  the  river,  will  let  them. 

I  hepe  and  expect  that  the  fishery  preservation 
societies  just  formed  here  will  put  an  end  to  the  shameful 
wholesale  destruction  by  poaching  of  all  kinds  of  the  poor 
"  eroneens,"  or  else  there  will  soon  be  none  of  them  left 
to  answer  to  the  name. — Yours  truly,  Oirmuhan. 


BOX  FOR  LIVE  MAY  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — Herewith  I  send  you  rough  drawing  of  a 
May  Fly  box  which  I  find  the  most  convenient  for  use.  It 
is  light,  easily  carried,  and  by  carefully  opening  with  the 
thumb  over  the  lid  you  can  pick  one  out  without  injury 


o  o  o  c  c  o 
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to  the  others,  the  holes  at  the  bottom  give  them  air,  and 
they  keep  alive  well.  I  have  used  such  a  box  for  a  long 
time.  When  there  are  no  flies  on,  I  can  use  it  to  keep  a 
spinner  in,  or  e  ther  tackle  ;  the  little  riDg  is  for  a  piece  of 
tape  to  attach  it  to  button  of  coat.  Messis.  Warner  and 
Sons  of  Redditch  make  them. — Yours  truly,  May  Fly 

ANGLING  IN  TASMANIA. 
Dear  Sir, — The  following  is  an  account,  of  a  very 
succes=ful  expedition  taken  by  H.  W.  Bryant,  Esq.,  the 
well-known  barrister  of  Melbourne,  to  the  Great  Lake. 
Mr.  Bryant  used  to  fish  in  New  Zealand,  but  he  has  found 
the  sport  in  Tasmania  so  good  that  he  now  limi  s  his 
travels  in  search  of  trout  to  this  island.  Before  the  New 
Year  the  weather,  Mr.  Bryant  says,  was  bright,  though 
not  warm  ;  but  after  the  New  Year  there  was  rain  for 
several  days.  He  found  the  lake  2ft.  lower  than  last  year, 
and  after  heavy  rains  it  became  rapidly  discoloured.  The 
details  are  as  follows  :  Dec.  25,  1896,  one  fish,  31b. ;  20th, 
nil;  2"th,  one,  91b.  ;  28th,  two,  71b.  and  81b. ;  29th,  two 
lllb.  and  9£lb.  ;  30thy  one,  101b.  ;  31st,  nil.  Jan.  1,  1897, 
two  fiah,  61b.  each  ;  2nd,  two,  lllb.  and  121b. ;  3rd,  one, 
101b.;  4th,  five,  "lb.,  7Jlb.,  9JIb.,  lllb,,  and  131b. ;  5th, 
two,  9Jlb.  and  81b.;  6th,  three,  10|lb.,  ll^lb.,  and 
12Jlb.  ;  7th,  two,  51b.  and  7£lb.  ;  8th,  nil;  9th,  six  fish, 
61b.,  81b  ,  91b.,  9Jlb..  9«b.,  and  101b.  ;  10th,  seven,  61b., 
61b.,  lOJlb.,  lOJlb  ,  121b.,  141b.,  and  14|lb. ;  11th,  one, 
lllb.;  total,  thirty-eight  fish,  weighing  351Jlb.,  or  an 
average  of  about  9-Hb.  to  each  fish.  On  Jan.  10,  another 
angler  fishing  with  him  caught  five  fish,  weighing  591b  , 
viz.,  81b.,  lllb.,  121b.,  12Jlb.,  and  15Jlb.,  making  a  total 
for  the  10th  of  1327slb.  They  were  all  caught  spinning, 
with  Devons  or  Phantoms.  The  natural  bait  was  not 
used. — Yours  truly,  Richard  Harris 

(Hon.  Treasurer  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society). 

FISHING  IN  THE  TEME  AT  LUDLOW. 
Sir, — Will  you,  or  any  of  your  readers,  please  give  me 
information  through  your  columns  as  to  the  fishing  in  the 
river  Teme  at  Ludlow,  viz.  :  Cost  of  fishing  ticket  for 
week  or  fortnight  ?  Whether  dry  or  wet  fly  is  used  ;  and 
what  sport  I  might  expect  in  early  June  ?— Yours,  &c  , 

Ernest  A.  Row. 

FISHING  IN  DUMFRIESSHIRE. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  Mr.  Robert  D.  Tait's  query  aneut  the 
Tarras,  all  I  can  say  is  that  it  is  a  rocky  little  stream,  and 
a  very  turbulent  one  when  in  flood.  It  flows  through  a 
deep  glen  of  surpassing  beauty  about  a  mile  before  it  joins 
the  Esk,  some  two  miles  from  Langholm  and^four  miles 
from  the  Cross  Key.',  Canonbie.  The  Tarras  is  famous 
for  yellow  trout;  and  as  to  the  flies  to  be  used,  Mr.  Tait 
would  do  well  to  consult  the  native  fly  dressers  on  that 
score,  several  of  whom  reside  at  Rowanburo,  Canonbie, 
also  at  Langholm. — Ycurs,  &c  ,  Gilnockie. 

SEA  FISHING  IN  THE  ISLE  OF  WIGHT. 
Sir, — My  brother  and  myself  are  going  for  a  fortnight 
to  the  Isle  of  Wight  shortly.    Could  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  kindly  let  us  know  through  the  medium  of  your 
paper  what  sea  fishing  is  to  be  got  there  ? — Yours  faithfully, 

Mk-haei,  A.  Tf.Alf,. 


FISHING  IN  LAKE  ULLSWATER. 
Sir, — I  shall  be  glad  if  any  of  your  readers  can  give  me 
information  as  to  the  best  means  of  obtaining  fair  trout 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lake  Ullswater,  say,  for 
July  and  part  of  August.  I  particularly  want  to  know 
whether  or  not  there  is  any  river  or  brook  fishing  within 
reasonable  distince  of  Patterdale.  Any  information 
through  the  medium  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  will  be  greatly 
esteemed.— I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  T.  R.  T.  • 


MORE  JOTTINGS  OF  AN  AMATEUR  FLY 
DRESSER. 

Sir, — I  am  pleased  to  see  that  "  Val  Conson,"  courteous 
as  ever,  has  again  done  me  the  honour  of  criticising  my 
articles  on  fly  dressing. 

He  is,  however,  wrong  in  supposing  that  I  am  mora  a 
dry  fly  man  than  a  wet  fly  man  ;  for  though  I  have  done 
Bomething  at  both  branches  of  fly  fishing,  I  have  spent  far 
more  time,  and  thus  naturally  had  far  more  success,  at 
the  latter  than  at  the  former — owing  to. the  traditions  of 
the  locality,  I  suppose,  and,  as  I  also  think,  to  the  greater 
suitability  of  our  best  and  most  convenient  water  for  the 
more  antiquated  style. 

Hut  while  I  believe  that  his  statement  as  to  wet  fly 
fishers  relying  on  the  appearance  of  life  and  motion,  which 
their  flies  are  constructed  to  simulate,  is  true  in  most 
districts— north  of  the  Tweed  especially— it  is  certainly 
not  true  in  all. 

-  With  the  majority  of  wet  fly  fishers,  whom  I  know 
personally,  the  exact  imitation  theory  is  a  creed,  and  there 
is  scarcely  one  of  .them  but  could  multiply  instances  in  its 
support.  It  is  obvious  that,  as  "  Val  Conson  "  suggests, 
the  theory  is  more  easily  followed  by  the  wet  fly  man  than 
the  dry  fly  man,  who  has  to  use  flies  which  will  float. 
However,  it  is  highly  probable  that,  owing  to  the  unequal 
refraction  of  the  different  parts  of  a  fly's  image  when  the 
fly— whether  natural  or  artificial— is  seen  by  the  fish  float- 
ing on  the  surface  of  the  water,  the  colour  of  afl oa ter.  is 
more  important  than  the  form. 

As  for  the  "  life  and  motion  "  theory  in  wet  fly  fishing, 
the  prevalent  belief  with  us  is  that  to  "  work  "  the  fly  is 
quite  a  mistake  ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  hold  with 
Mr.  Stewart  that  if  soft  hackles  are  used  the  fibres  will 
maintain  a  tremulous  motion  of  their  own,  different  from 
that  of  the  rest  of  the  fly,  provided  always  that  the  latter 
is  unchecked  by  the  line. 

"Val  Conson's"  fifth  paragraph  seems  to  be  written 
under  some  misconception  of  the  meaning  of  my  state- 
ment, which  he  quotes.  I  deprecated  the  use  from  chvice 
of  a_  fly  differing  from  the  natural,  but  am  quite  of  his 
opinion  that  a  fancy  fly  makes  a  better  pis  alter  than  some 
sober  fly  not  sought. 

The  excellence  of  the  art  of  fly  dressing  has  much  to  do 
with  the  question.  If  an  artificial  good  encugh  under 
favourable  circumstances  to  pass  for  the  natural  can  be 
produced,  my  contention  is  that  it  is  the  best  fly  to  throw 
over  a  feeding  fish ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  a  challenge  and 
an  examination  is  inevitable,  by  all  means  kt  the  fly  be 
made  intrinsically  attractive,  and  nothing  else. 

I  do  not  suppose  that  "Val  Ccnson  "  would  consider 
the  trout  he  writes  of  as  "to  be  found  feeding  all  day 
long  "  as  typical  instances  of  what  I  meant  by  "  feeding 
fish,"  wherever  the  expression  is  used  in  my  article.  The 
nature  of  my  reasoning  will  show  that  the  fish  so  spoken  of 
were  supposed  to  be  in  an  abnormally  intent  condition, 
wiih  their  faculties  strained  to  such  a  pitch  as  would  not 
be  sustained  for  the  entire  day.  The  trout  "  Val  Conson  " 
writes  of  are  evidently  somewhat  blasi. 

Query.is  not  the  Red  Quill  an  imitation  of  the  Whirling 
Blue  Dun? 

With  reference  to  the  Black  Gnat,  I  feel  sure  that  Mr. 
Edward's  non-succtss  was  due  to  his  flies  not  being  good 
imitations.  I  have  caught  a  good  number  of  fish  with 
artificial  Bla-jk  Gnats,  but  a  great  deal  depends  on  getting 
on  the  water  before  the  natural  has  been  on  too  long.  1 
will  send  a  sample  of  my  dressing  of  the  fly. — I  am,  &c, 
____  Athenian. 

FISHING  IN  PUBLIC  RESERVOIRS. 

Duar  Sir, — Will  you  be  good  enough  to  allow  me  to 
appeal  to  your  numerous  readers  for  information  as  to  the 
fishing  of  public  reservoirs  ? 

The  Corporation  of  Rotherham,  I  may  say,  recently 
prohibited  the  use  of  our  public  waters  on  the  grounds  of 
pollution  and  danger  to  public  health,  one  of  their  chief 
arguments  alto  being  the  practice  of  other  towns  in  not  ' 
allowing  their  waters  to  be  fished. 

Our  agitation  has  been  started  to  get  them  opened 
again,  and  any  of  your  readers  who  will  be  good  enough 
to  forward  me  what  information  they  can  as  to  the  fishing 
of  public  waters  in  their  neighbourhood,  will  render  a 
service  to  the  anglers  of  Rotherham  and  district.— Yours 
faithfully,  _____       Haydn  Sanders. 

FISHING  NEAR  ALDERSHOT. 

Dear  Sir, — Some  few  weeks  back  it  was  asked,  through 
the  Fishing  Gazette  by  "  R.  C.  C,"  what  fishing  was 
to  be  had  in  the  vicinity  of  Aldershot.  The  Basingstoke 
Canal  runs  through  here  (Aldershot),  and  there  are  plenty 
of  roach,  tench,  perch,  jack,  and  in  places  carp,  also  an 
occasional  eel  (large). 

In  another  number  of  the  Fisliitig  Gazette  it  was  asked 
about  some  good  tench  fishing. 

I  am  sure  this  is  as  good  a  place  as  one  could  wish  for. 
The  fishing  is  free,  and  if  either  of  the  gentlemen  would 
(if  coming  here)  call  at  the  following  address,  I  would  very 
willingly  show  them  where  to  go. — Yours  faithfully, 

F.  Stevens, 

Field  Depot,  Royal  Engineers, 

Stanhope  Lines,  Aldershot. 
P.S.— Aldershot  Town  8tat>  ^n  for  the  Camp. 
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TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — May  I  ask,  through  the  medium  of  your 
columns,  whether  anyone  who  has  had  a  quie b  holiday  by 
the  side  of  an  out  of  the  way  trout  stream  will  give  an  old 
fly  fisher  what  information  is  required  to  roach  the  spot  ? — 
Yours,  Ac,    May  Ply. 

FISHING  IN  NORWAY. 
Dear  Sir, — I  am  thinking  of  paying  a  visit  to  Norway 
in  the  month  of  July,  and  of  staying  at  Stalticar  in  the 
Naerdal.  Can  any  of  your  readers  tell  me  whether  there 
is  any  fishing  to  be  got  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  give  me 
some  information  about  it? — Yours,  &c, 

  S.  H.  Atkins. 

SEA  TROUT  FISHING,  &C,  IN  THE  ROSSES 
FISHERY,  DUNGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 
Sir, — Permit  me  to  contradict  the  writer  ("C.  J.") 
under  above  heading  in  the  Fishing   Gazette  of  the 
9th_inst.    I  observe  he  includes  Loughanure  in  above 
fishing.    This  lake  Was  never  included  in  the  Rosses 
Fishery,  except  a  few  tickets  sent  Mr.  Hanlon  at  his 
request  to  accommodate  the  Dungloe  anglers  last  season. 
This  privilege  is  now  cancelled,  and  none  except  anglers 
staying  at  Crolly  Bridge  Hotel  can  fish  Loughanure.— 
Yours  truly,     The  Lessee  op  the  Gweedore  and 
Loughanure  Fishery. 

DEATH  OF  MR.  A.  D.  BARTLETT,  CHIEF  SUPER- 
INTENDENT ZOOLOGICAL  GARDENS. 
Dear  Sir,— I  have  received  a  card,  on  which  is  the 
following : 

In  Loying  Memory 
'■  i*  ■  '^KS^t: ;  ^y?. 

ABRAHAM  DEE  BARTLETT, 
Born  27th  October,  1812, 
Dii:d  7th  May,  1897. 
1  have  fought  my  way  through, 
I  have  finished  the  work  thou  didst  give  me  to  do. 

I  have  beeu  acquainted,  through  the  late  Frank 
Buckland,  with  our  late  friend  for  many  years,  and  with 
other  friends  made  several  zoological  and  piscatorial 
excursions  with  him,  so  that  we  knew  one  another  well. 
He  was  a  charming  man  to  hold  converse  with— so 
intelligent  and  well  informed.  I  remember  the  late 
Frank  Buckland  receiving  a  large  quantity  of  foreign  bird 
skins,  and  heard  the  late  Mr.  Bartlett  name  every  one  ;  in 
fact,  of  all  living  things  in  the  Zoological  Gardens,  their 
names  and  habits,  he  was  a  perfect  master.  He  was  in 
great  favour  with  the  Queen  and  Royal  family--one  of  his 
sons  travelled  with" the  Prince  of  Wales  to  India,  and  was 
taxidermist  and  caretaker  of  H.R.H.'s  trophies  which 
fell  to  his  gun.  He  was  well  known  to  foreign  princes, 
and  received  many  valuable  presents.  The  first  aquarium 
in  England  wa3  constructed  for  the  Zoological  Gardens. 
For  many  years  it  was  tenanted  by  a  jack,  but,  stiange  to 
say,  it  never  grew  to  pike  size.  Another  tank  was  made  to 
receive  two  Hungarian  wels,  about  Gib.  each,  presented  by 
the  Marquis  of  Bath  ia  1885.  They  died  in  18S9,  through 
a  plumber  using  red  lead  when  making  an  alteration  to 
the  supply  pipes.  I  was  interested  with  these  bsh,  having 
caught  some  of  large  tize  in  the  Danube  and  tributaries. 
The  Marquis  had  them  netted  out  of  his  trout  water,  as 
the  keeper  told  him  there  were  but  few  trout  left,  the 
wels  having  fed  on  them.  I  remember  an  instance  of  a 
large  monkey  escaping  from  its  cage.  The  way  Mr. 
Bartlett  recaptured  him  was  through  the  monkey's 
inquisitiveuess.  He  told  us  to  look  up  the  chimney,  and 
pretend  there  was  something  alive  in  it,  then  shout  and 
run  away  into  the  next  room.  The  monkey  thought  "  the 
de'il  take  the  hiudmost,"  b  dted  into  the  room  with  us  in 
a  fright,  where  he  was  safely  secured.  Our  late  friend 
was  much  esteemed  by  Mrs.  Buckland,  and  universally 
beloved  for  his  kindness  of  hearty  I  for  one  sincerely 
lament  his  loss,  for  he  was  a  thorough  good  man  — 
Yours,  Ac,  ,    T.  R.  Sachs,  P.P.s! 

THE  UNIFICATION  SCHEME. 
Dear  Sir, — I  notice  a  clerical  error  in  last  week's  i3sue 
of  the  Fixhimj  Gazette  under  the  above  heading.  "Fish 
Trades  "  should  have  been  "  British  Sea  Fisheries,"  as 
of  course,  there  is  no  connection  between  the  fish  trade 
and  any  preservation  scheme. — Yours,  &c, 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 

AMALGAMATION. 
Dear_  Sir, —A  friend  of  mine,  who  has  travelled  among 
the  natives  of  the  Solomon  Islands,  says  it  is  quite 
touching  to  tee  the  affection  of  these  people  for  their 
fellow  man,  adding,  as  a  kind  of  after  thought,  especially 
when  roasted.  And  this  appears  tome  the  kind  of  affection 
just  now  amongst  anglers,  for  one  well-known  angler  roasts 
another,  and  gets  well  slated  in  return  ;  and  so  the  battle 
spreads  and  becomes  general,  both  sides  apparently  for- 
getting that  abuse  is  no  argument.  Reading  the  eorra- 
spondence  about  amalgamation,  I  could  not  help  wondering 
why  ang'ers  are  called  "  gentle,"  and  have  now  arrived  nt 
the  conclusion  the  name  is  not  derived  from  our  manners, 
but  because  we  use  so  largely,  as  bait,  tbat-dem'd  damp 
unpleasant  little  body  of  that  name;  therefore,  gentle 
anglers  are  anglers  who  use  the  gentle.  Is  that  so,  sir  ? 
I  have  not  attended  any  of  the  amalgamation  meetings  for 
two  reasons  one  is,  that  I  can  not  spare  tho  time  j  the 
other  is,  that,  being  a  man  of  peace,  I  objoct  to  being  sent 
home  in  pieces  to  my  sorrowing  wif  a  and  family  ;  but  from 
what  I  have  read  of  the  matter,  it  seems  that  the  Central 
regards  the  amalgam  ition  movement  as  a  threat  to 
do  away  with  that  association,  and  the  success  of  the 
movement  means  death  to  that  body.  Undoubtedly  that 
is  the  object  of  the  agitation,  but  it  does  not  stop  there  • 


it  means  also  death  to  the  Anglers'  Association.  Both 
associations  must  go,  and  the  best  men  taken  from  each 
shall  give  us  a  body  of  directors  in  whom  anglers  can  have 
every  confidence.  The  association  of  the  future  shall  be 
neither  fle6h  nor  fowl— neither  Central  nor  Anglers' 
Association— but  shall  be  the  good  red  herring  or  the 
United  Association  of  Anglers.  The  two  associations 
have  each  done  good  work,  but  on?  united  association 
could  do  still  better.  As  was  well  brought  out  in  the 
discussion  at  the  Gresham,  owners  of  waters  now  play  one 
association  off  against  the  other,  and  the  price  to  clubs  has 
gone  up  tremendously  during  the  last  few  years.  Waters 
which  could  be  fished  for  the  asking  now  fetch  big  rents 
and  one  association  offering  a  certain  sum  the  owner 
would  at  once  apply  to  the  other  to  sec  if  he  could  get  a 
better  price.  So  with  the  railway  companies.  The 
united  associations  applying  to  them  could  do  so  as  the 
representative  of  the  whole  body  of  anglers,  and  their 
application  would  have  more  weight.  In  angling  matters 
as  m  everything  else,  union  is  strength,  and  I  trust  from 
the  union  of  such  sturdy  parents  we  shall  have  a  strong 
healthy,  and  long-lived  offspring.— Yours  faithfully, 

W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell 

A  FALSE  REPORT. 
Sir,— It  has  been  reported  in  vaiious  journals  that  the 
Dalston  Angling  Society  had  gone  over  to  the  Central 
Association,  viz.,  that  they  had  been  enrolled  on  that 
association,  which  I  flatly  contradict.  I  think  it  is  very 
bad  taste  on  the  part  of  some  one  to  put  such  a  statement 
m  print.  The  only  communication  that  I  have  had  with 
the  secretary  of  the  C.A.,  is  that  I  wrote  for  the  following 
particulars  :  How  many  tickets  should  we  have  to  take  up 
to  enable  us  to  be  represented  at  their  delegate  meetings  p 
Trusting  the  error  made  by  the  reporter,  or  others  will  be 
rectified.— Yours,  &c,  S.  Malby  (Sec.  D.A.S.). 

A  MILD  REPROOF. 
To  the  editor:  Sir, 
Quite  a  boon  you'll  confer 
If  you'll  controvert  Mr.  Sus— Spence  ; 
The  last  line  of  his  verse 
Was  most  certainly  terse, 
And  in  all  senses  simply  immense. 
For  that  dear  Dr.  Spence, 
Just  some  little  time  hence, 
In  the  F.  G.  fought  better— by  far— 
The  quaint  statement  to  flout 
That  each  salmon  is  trout 
When  he's  viewed  in  a  large  pickle  jar. 
Now,  I'm  fain  to  declare. 
In  those  days  he  fought  fair, 
And  he  ne'er  gave  a  hit  'neath  the  belt ; 
Yet  this  moment  we  see 
His  opponent,  good  P., 
Gets  the  bricks  and  the  mud  he  can  pelt. 
For  no  gain  to  himself, 
For  no  sordid  pelf, 
He  the  "  Unity  "  cause  would  advance ; 

Why  should  Spence,  therefore,  jeer  him, 
When  all  angers  should  cheer  him, 
And  at  least  let  him  have  a  fair  chance. 
And  at  north  of  the  Tweed 
Theie  does  really  seems  need, 
The  great  beam  from  the  eye  to  p'uck  out ; 
And  so  why  interfere 
With  the  matters  down  here 
Till  the  Scots  have  a  close  time  for  trout  ? 
In  the  letter  signed  "  Spence," 
There  is  rhyme,  but  not  sense  ; 
And  there's  only  one  thing  you  need  do  : 
You  can  light  your  good  pipe 
■With  the  screed  he  will  write, 
While  I  sign  myself 

  Doggy  Bell  II. 

AMALGAMATION. 
Sir,— The  letter  in  your  last  issue,  signed  by  tho 
secretary  of  the  Foley  AS.,  repudiating  the  enrolment  of 
his  society,  is  a  miserable  subterfuge;  the  facts  are  as 
follows  : 

A  few  weeks  ago,  several  of  his  members  (quite  un- 
solicited) intimated  that  they  desired  Central  tickets. 
After  this  the  secretary  of  the  Foley  came  to  me  at  a  visit 
to  the  Mitre  Brothers,  and,  again  unsolicited  on  my  part, 
be  stated  that  several  cf  his  members  required  Central 
tickets  before  the  opening  of  the  season,  would  I  arrange 
for  the  enrolment  of  his  society,  and  on  the  strength  of 
his  request  I  naturally  concluded  the  question  had  been 
settled.  This  interview  cannot  be  denied,  because  I  have 
ample  proof  in  suppott  of  my  statement. 

It  is  certainly  amusing  to  find  him  so  mightily  indignant 
over  this  simple  matter.  He  has  certainly  played  the  fool 
very  ridiculously,  and  talks  about  no  man  teaching  him 
his  business.  The  facts  are  here  plain  enough,  and  solve 
themselves.  I  regret  permitting  myself  to  be  misled  by 
him. 

It  may  also  be  of  interest  to  let  a  little  light  into  the 
great  meeting  of  the  Foley,  where  a  resolution  was  so 
unanimously  pissed  by  the  councillors,  and  which  fact  has 
been  extensively  advertised.  I  am  told,  on  good  authority, 
there  were  lees  than  ten  persons  present.  What  a  farce  ! 
Probably  the  majority  of  his  members  think  the  same.— 
Yours,  &o.,    w.  J.  Wade. 

ONE  ASSOCIATION. 
Sir,— Can  any  sane  angler  doubt  the  many  great 
advantages  which  would  accrue  if  we  possessed  one  strong 
association.    At  all  events  the  Anglers'  Association  does 
not,  for  it  has  voted  in  favour  of  it.    Neither  does  the 


Central  Association,  for  it  has  worked  hard  to  secure  it5 
by  undercutting  and  misrepresenting  its  great  rival  in  the  ' 
vain  hope  (I  venture  to  think)  that  it  may  eventually 
starve  it  out  of  existence.    If  one  association  is  so  eagerly  . 
sought  after,  what  should  its  chief  objects  be  ?    The  groat 
wants  of  anglers  are:  Better  sport,  more  waters  to  fish,  I 
and  greater  facilities  for  travelling.    Consequently,  the  I 
real  battle  should  be  for  preservation  and  re-stocking:  • 
Meanwhile  anglers  ought  to  support  the  association 
which  is  doing  most  in  this  direction.    The  Central 
Association  grants  £10  10s.  per  year  for  preservation,  and 
the  Anglers'  Association  spends  between  £70  and  £80. 

The  Central's  subscription  is  entirely  devoted  to  i 
the  Thames,  whilst  the  Anglers'  support  Thames  pre- 
servation, and  undertake  the  entire  preservation  of  the  1 
rivers  Lei  and  Stort.  Every  angler  must  realise  the 
importance  of  preserving  and  restocking  these  rivers.  A 
much  larger  sum  ought,  and  might,  be  spent  on  the  Thames, 
if  the  whole  of  our  club  members  could  be  led  to  see  where 
thnr  true  interests  really  lie.  A  subscription  of  2s.  per 
member,  as  suggested  in  the  proposed  Freshwater 
Fisheries  Bill  of  1896,  would  have  yielded  last  year  the 
sum  of  £568  14s.,  because  the  two  associations  issued 
between  them  5089  railway  privilege  tickets,  1889  by 
tho  Central,  and  3798  by  the  Anglers'.  Surely,  2s.  is  a 
moderate  subscription  for  twelve  months'  angliDg, 
especially  when  we  consider  the  great  benefits  conferred', 
and  the  saving  effected  in  t ravel  1  ing. 

What  hinders  us  from  realising  the  hopes  of  all  thought- 
ful anglers  who  have  given  tbis  important  subject  their 
consideration  ?  The  division  and  disunion  of  our  London 
anglers  is,  as  every  angler  knows,  mainly  due  to  one  man. 

When  amalgamation  was  first  proposed  in  May,  1884, 
Mr.  Crumplen  wrote  that  "  he  was  in  favour  of  amalgama- 
tion, but  only  that  of  an  honest  type,"  and  he  succeeded 
in  preventing  the  Central  Association  from  joining  in  this 
good  movement,  after  having  promised  to  give  it  Irs 
support. 

Thirteen  years  having  elapsed  since  the  East  and  West 
Central  Associations  joined  hands,  we  can  now  form  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  honesty  of  the  amalgamation  by 
studying  the  operations  of  the  two  associations,  and 
whether  his  claim  that  "  healthy  and  friendly  competition 
is  absolutely  necessary  and  beneficial  for  the  club  anglers 
of  both  associations." 

The  Central  banner,  to  which  Mr.  Crumplen  has  fre- 
quently alluded,  ought  certainly  to  have  for  its  motto, 
'  Be  Central.  Don't  preserve  ;  let  others  do  it  for  you. 
Charge,  only  Is.  Id.  permember."  The  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion's motto  is,  "  Preserve,  re-stock,  rent  waters,"  and 
they  might  add,  we  have  done  this  efficiently  for  the  past 
thirteen  years  at  a  charge  of  2s.  per  member. 

During  the  last  ten  years  it  has  subscribed  over  £200  ' 
towards  Thames  preservation,  and  £800  to  the  Lea 
and    Stort,    besides   spending   £1500   on    its  private 
fisheries.      Each  year  it  has   issued   and  published 
a  balance-sheet,  to  which  every  member  is   entitled  * 
upon  paying  his  subscription.    The  Central  Association, 
under  its  leader,  has  a  balance-sheet  prepared  and  laid  on 
its  table  at  their  aunual  general  delegate  meeting,  but  ' 
they  do  not  publish  it,  giving  as  their  reason  that  it 
entails  needless  expense ;  but,  nevertheless,  it  takes  good 
cire  to  publish  in  its  reports  of  said  meeting  that  "  it  has 
a  substantial  balance  in  hand."    When,  however,  it  leaks 
out  that  this  "  substantial  balance  "  is  about  £12,  we  can 
all  form  a  true  estimate  of  their  honest  intentions, 
especially  as  we  all  know  that  our  angling  papers  would 
readily  print  their  balance-sheets  without  charge,  because 
of  its  importance  to  anglers  generally.   We  also  begin  to  j 
think  that  the  Central  Association  is  trying  to  capture 
or    absorb  the   historic    T.A.P.S.,    for    whom  they 
voted  £10  10s.  of  this  "substantial  balance,"  leaving 
the   large  sum  of  about  £2  for   current  expenses, 
and  to  form  the  nuclens  of  another  year's  "  healthy 
and   friendly  competition,"    or,  as   the    Council  of 
Unity  suggest,  "  do  all  they  can  to  undercut  and  starve 
out  of  existence  the  association  which  is  using  its  large 
resources  for  the  advancement  of  anglerS."    The  Anglers' 
Association  has  at  last  been  forced  to  recognise  that  they 
cannot  support  the  T.A.P.S.  under  its  new  management  as 
heretofore.    It  now  appears  to  be  directed  or  governed  by  , 
Central  Association  men,  who  are  working  against  the 
association  which  helped  to  support  them  with  an  annual  1 
grant  of  £21 ;  in  other  words,  they  have  done  their  best  to  I 
kill  the  goose  which,  has  laid  for  them  golden  eggs  worth  ] 
more  than  £200  during  the  past  ten  years;  they  have, 
therefore,  just  voted  £4  4s.  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  the 
remainder  of  their  grant  to  other  Thames .  Preservation 
Societies.    If  every  club  will  do  its  duty  as  the  Foley, 
Gresham,  Highbury,  Piscatorial,  and  other  societies  havo 
done,  and  vote  for    Unity,"  it'  may  at  once  be  obtained.—  1 
Yours,  &a.,^  .   A.  W.  Parker. 

Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 


Mr.  S.  J.  Hurley,  of  Abbey  View,  Killaloe,  Ireland, 
writes  to  say  that  he  has  vacancies  for  two  rods  on  his 
preserved  water  in  the  Shannon,  at  Killaloe,  so  famous 
for  the  size  and  beauty  of  its  salmon,  grilse,  and  trout. 
The  grilse  havo  commenced  to  run,  and  the  Green  Dwke 
is  "up"  on  Lough  Derg.  For  particulars  as  to  price 
application  should  be  made  to  Mr.  Huilay. 


Tni!  most  Important  Lksson  Ksculaplus  tried  to  ImprM 
pon  his  pupils  was  that  the  chief  trouble  iii)tletln<  humani  v  wn 
ue  to  impurities  of  the  blood.    All  disorders  inn v  he  traced  t 
lis  fact,  for  unlesH  the  source  of  life  is  freo  from  disease  (term 
cannot  have  that  strength  which  is  necessary  for  gocd  houltt 
ollowoy's  Pills  are  composed  of  the  most  procious  herbs  tin 
oothing  balsams  which  Mother  Earth  can  offer  to  her  children 
horefore  they  may  be  relied  upon  to  supply  the  nourlsbmen 
hat  is  craved  by  tho  system.    It  is  no  valu  boast  to  say  that  thi 
Is  the  most  wonderful  discovery  made  In  the  annals  of  niodloi 
clenco.  they  will  cure  or  relieve  all  disoaseB, 
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A  GK  AND   AMERICAN  WORK 
FISH  AND  GAME* 


ON 


I  had  intended  to  have  given  with  a  notice  of 
thi3  exceptionally  fine  work  some  specimens  of 
the  illustrations,  but  finding  it  was  hopeless  to 
attempt  to  give  any  black  and  white  copies  from 
the  exquisite  coloured  plates  of  fish  which  would 
at  all  fairly  reproduce  them,  I  gave  up  the  idea. 

American  Fisheries  Commissions  have  before 
produced  most  admirable  reports,  and  American 
publishers  have  given  us  finely  illustrated  works 
on  fish,  but  within  its  scope  I  know  nothing  to 
equal  this  First  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  congratulate  them 
heartily  upon  it,  and  not  only  them,  but  the 
American  people.  Gi-eat  Britain  is  a  century 
behind  the  United  States  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
We  have  to  go  to  our  colonies  to  find  anything 
approaching  these  admirable  State  reports,  and 
even  then  such  well  illustrated  Government 
reports  as  that  by  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Tenison-Woods 
on  the  "  Fish  and  Fisheries  of  New  South  Wales  " 
are  few  and  far  between. 


*  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Fisheries, 
Game,  and  Forests  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Published 
by  tV.e  Commission.  Printed  by  the  Wynkoop  Hallinbeck 
Crawfjrd  Company,  Art  Printing  Works,  Albany  and 
New  York.  (An  edition  for  sale  in  Europe,  at  the  price 
of  £1  Is.,  is  in  preparation,  and  any  sportsman  would 
consider  the  coloured  plates  alone  worth  far  more  than 
this  sum.) 


How  are  we  to  account  for  the  apathy  of  our 
Government  with  regard  to  our  inland  fisheries  ? 
Simply  from  the  fact  that  the  comparatively 
shallow  seas  round  these  islands  abound  with  all 
kinds  of  valuable  food  fish,  which  are  as  easily 
and  cheaply  supplied  to  such  densely  populated 
inland  towns  as  Birmingham,  Leeds,  and  Bradford, 
as  to  London  or  other  towns  near  or  on  the  coast. 
Salmon  is  practically  the  only  fish  taken  in  our 
inland  waters  to  be  found  in  our  fish  markets, 
and  as  long  as  our  supply  of  sea  fish  is  so 
abundant  and  cheap  it  is  quite  certain  no  public 
money  worth  mentioning  will  ever  be  devoted  by 
this  country  to  the  improvement  of  our  inland 
fisheries.  Even  as  regards  our  important  salmon 
fisheries,  in  some  districts  the  laws  against 
poaching  are  a  dead  letter — as  at  Berwick-on- 
Tweed  for  instance.  If  the  day  ever  comes — we 
are  often  told  it  is  coming — when  ruthless 
methods  of  taking  our  sea  fish  will  seriously 
diminish  Or  destroy  the  supply,  we  may  have  to 
turn  to  our  inland  waters  again  and  copy  the  care 
with  which  our  American  cousins  foster  theirs. 

It  is,  of  course,  to  State  Fish  Culturist  Mr.  A. 
Nelson  Cheney  that  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for 
this  transformation  of  what  is  usually  a  repellent 
State  document  into  an  attractive  work  of  art  and 
literature,  the  demand  for  which  has  in  a  few 
weeks  been  so  great  that  more  than  a  thousand 
applications  for  it  have  come  in  after  the  edition 
was  exhausted.  Many  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
work  could  be  had  have  come  to  me,  so  that  I  am 
glad  to  see,  from  a  recent  letter  from  Mr.  Cheney 
in  the  Field,  that  it  had  been  decided  to  produce 
an  edition  for  sale  abroard.  This  foreign  demand 
arose  chiefly  from  the  eulogistic  notice  of  the 
work  given  by  Mr.  Senior  in  the  Field. 

In  addition  to  the  reports  of  the  different  Fish 
and  Game  Commissioners,  &c,  the  work  contains 
the  following  special  articles  : 

1.  "  Food  for  Fishes,"  by  A.  N.  Cheney,  in 
which  he  convincingly  refers  to  the  great  over- 
sight so  continually  made,  viz.,  the  placing  of 
great  numbers  of  artificially  bred  and  fed  fish 
into  depleted  waters  or  new  waters,  such  as 
reservoirs  and  artificial  lakes,  without  the  least 
thought  as  to  whether  there  is  any  food  for  them 
in  the  water,  or  of  its  introduction  if  there  is  not. 

Mr.  Cheney's  ai'ticle  is  on  the  same  lines  as 
his  paper  on  "  Food  Fish  and  Fish  Food,"  which 
was  read  before  the  American  Fisheries  Society 
twelve  years  ago.  In  commenting  on  the  paper 
before  the  meeting  in  the  discussion  on  it,  the 
following  significant  remarks  were  made  by 
the  late  Col.  Marshall  McDonald,  then  United 
States  Commissioner.  He  said :  "  The  paper  of  Mr. 
Cheney  presents  interesting  facts.  In  our  planting 
of  white  fish  and  shad  we  have  left  out  the  food 
question  entirely."  This  question  of  food  for  fish 
intended  to  stock,  or  to  re-stock  waters,  has  often 
been  referred  to  in  the  Fishing  Gazette,  and  its 
importance  cannot  well  be  exaggerated. 

2.  This  second  special  article  is  entitled  "  Com- 
mercial Fisheries  of  the  Interior  Waters  of  the 
State  of  New  York."  I  find  from  this  that 
these  commercial  fisheries  produced  £11,000  of 
food  in  1894,  and  £12,000  in  1895.  In  the  list  of 
species  of  fish  the  salmon  does  not  figure  at  all, 
and,  curiously  enough,  one  of  the  largest  items  is 
for  "  frogs,"  which  fetched  over  £1200.  What 
becomes  of  these  frogs  P  Other  "  fish  "  which 
figure  prominently  in  the  values  list  are  black 
bass,  bullheads,  lake  trout,  and  mascalonge  (the 
great  pike  of  North  America). 

3.  "Mascalonge, Pike, Pickerel,  and  Pike-Perch." 
This  most  interesting  and  admirably  illustrated 
-article  is  by  Mr.  Cheney. 

Without,  I  confess,  absolute  grounds  for  it,  I 
have  always  had  an  idea  that  the  fish  called 
"  pickerel,"  "  pike,"  and  "  mascalonge  "  in  America 
were  simply  small,  large,  and  larger  specimens  of 
one  and  the  same  fish  ;  but  Mr.  Cheney  gives  a 
coloured  plate  of  each,  showing  different  marking 
and  colouring,  though  he  admits  that  colouring 
and  marking  are  no  sure  guides  in  identification. 

But  he  gives  three  illustrations,  by  means  of 
which  "  eaoh  of  the  fishes  named  may  be  identified 
from  the  peculiarity  of  scale  formation  shown." 

Fig.  1  shows  "  part  of  the  cheek  and  gill  covers 
of  a  mascalonge."  (In  this  illustration  scales  are 
shown  only  on  the  upper  part  of  the  cheek  and 
gill  cover.) 

Fig  2  shows  "  part  of  the  cheek  and  gill  covers 
of  a  pike."  (In  this  illustration  scales  are  shown 
all  over  the  cheek  and  on  upper  half  of  gill  cover.) 


Fig.  3  shows  "  part  of  the  cheek  and  gill  covers 
of  a  pickerel."  (In  this  illustration  scales  are 
shown  all  over  both  cheek  and  gill  cover.) 

Since  writing  these  lines  I  have  examined  the 
heads  of  a  very  fine  371b.  Irish  pike,  a  female, 
with  a  remarkably  small  head ;  and  an  English 
pike  of  over  261b.,  a  male  fish,  with  a  larger  head 
than  that  of  the  371b.  fish.  There  are  strongly 
marked  rows  of  scales  behind  the  eye  and  down 
to  a  level  with  its  lower  edge  on  the  cheeks  of  both 
fish ;  below  that  you  have  to  look  closely  to  dis- 
cern them,  and  at  a  little  distance  the  cheeks 
appear  to  be  as  smooth  and  scaleless  as  the  gill 
covers  are. 

If  Mr.  Cheney  will  some  day  send  me  a  pre- 
served head  and  shoulders  of  the  largest  mas- 
calonge he  can  get,  I  will  do  the  same  for  him 
with  the  largest  pike  I  can  get. 

I  have  seen  so  many  variations  in  colouring  and 
marking  and  in  general  shape  of  pike  I  have 
caught  in  this  country,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to 
attach  too  much  importance  to  the  presence  or 
absence  of  scales  on  the  cheek  and  gill  cover, 
except,  perhaps,  as  an  indication  of  age. 

Mr.  Alfred  Jardine  will  be  interested  in  this 
question,  and  having  the  finest  collection  of  large 
pike  in  the  world,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from 
him  whether  the  older  the  pike  the  balder  he  gets 
of  scales  on  his  cheek  or  not. 

Mr.  Cheney  says :  "  The  pickerel,  proper,  is  a 
small  fish  as  compared  with  the  pike,  as  it  aver- 
ages in  weight  from  lhlh.  to  231b.,  and  one  of  51b. 
is  a  very  large  fish."  In  this  country  we  call  a 
pike  until  he  is  41b.  or  51b.  a  "  jack,"  from  51b. 
to  301b.  a  "  pike,"  and  from  301b.  up,  in  angling 
slang,  "  sockdollagers."  All  are  identical,  except 
in  age  and  size.  All  the  same,  there  are  many 
waters  in  this  country  where  pike  are  numei'ous 
and  yet  rarely  exceed  41b.  or  51b. ;  and  there  are 
also  many  places  full  of  small  perch  which  never 
exceed  a  few  ounces  in  weight — long  continued 
inter-breeding  and  scanty  food  are  probably  the 
causes ;  the  same  causes  produce  the  same  effects 
even  in  the  human  race. 

Mr.  Cheney  mentions  the  interesting  fact  that 
he  hatches  upwards  of  three  million  mascalonge 
annually.  They  are  "  hatched  in  boxes  sunk  in  the 
lake,  and  provided  with  double  bottoms  and  tops 
so  that  the  eggs  may  not  be  eaten  by  other  fish 
through  the  wire  meshes.  About  97  per  cent,  of  im- 
pregnated eggs  ai'e  hatched,  and  with  the  water  at 
55°  Fahr.  they  hatch  in  about  fifteen  days,  and 
it  requires  about  the  same  length  of  time  to 
absorb  the  umbilical  sac  of  the  fry.  The  fry 
when  first  hatched  are  extremely  helpless,  and  are 
a  prey  apparently  to  every  other  living  thing  in 
the  water.  The  ovaries  of  a  39ilb.  mascalonge 
weighed  51b.,  and  one  female  of  351b.  yielded 
265,000  eggs,  although  all  her  eggs  were  not 
obtained." 

The  late  Max  v.  J.  Borne,  the  great  German 
fish  culturist  and  angler,  says  the  pike  in  Germany 
goes  under  different  names,  such  as  the  speckled 
pike,  dappled  pike,  and  pike  king ;  that  a  spawner 
of  41b.  to  61b.  gives  about  100,000  eggs  (size  of 
egg  about  3mm.),  that  the  fry  hatch  out  in  from 
two  to  three  weeks,  according  to  the  temperature, 
and  have  a  very  large  umbilical  sac. 

4.  The  fourth  special  article  is  on  the  "  Shad  of 
the  Hudson  River."  One  of  the  acknowledged 
triumphs  of  fish  culture  in  America  is  that  of  the 
shad.  Since  1882,  53,000,000  shad  eggs  have  been- 
contributed  to  the  Hudson  alone,  and  there  can 
be  no  doubt  the  present  flourishing  state  of  the 
important  Hudson  shad  fisheries  is  greatly  due 
to  this  import  of  fresh  blood.  Excellent  as  is 
the  coloured  picture  of  the  shad  in  this  work,  a 
comparison  with  the  plate  of  the  European  fish 
in  Couch  shows  it  to  be  very  little  behind  it 
either  in  drawing  or  colouring,  though  Couch's 
"History  of  Fishes"  was  published  over  thirty 
years  ago.  Shad  were  formerly  plentiful  in  the 
Thames,  and  so  greatly  is  our  national  river 
improving,  that  I  see  in  the  future  both  salmon, 
shad,  and  flounders  returning  to  its  waters.  It 
would  probably  be  difficult  to  bring  over  the 
American  shad  (Culpea  sapidissima),  which, 
Americans  tell  us,  is  a  much  finer  table  fish  than 
our  European  shad,  as  it  hatches  out  in  from 
three  to  five  days,  according  to  the  temperature. 
An  interesting  but  not  exhaustive  account  of 
artificial  shad  culture  is  given  in  this  chapter. 
The  fish  run  sixty  or  seventy  miles  up  the 
Hudson  to  spawn,  after  which  they  drop  back  to 
the  sea,    Salt  water  is  fatal  to  eggs  and  fry. 
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The  fry  are  very  delicate  and  difficult  to  handle, 
and  are  liberated  in  the  river  as  soon  as  hatched. 

5.  This  is  a  most  interesting  article  on  "  The 
Bainbow  Trout,"  by  Dr.  Tarleton  H.  Bean,  director 
of  the  New  York  Aquarium.  With  it  is  a  delicious 
coloured  picture  of  the  famous  rainbow,  this  is  the 
very  pick  of  all  the  many  lovely  coloured  plates-r 
a  perfect  fish  poem.  It  is  evidently  taken  from  a 
plump  hen  fish  in  perfect  condition,  and  I  should 
like  to  point  out  to  Mr.  Cheney  that  the  brown 
trout  (8.  fario),  when  in  equal  condition,  has  an 
equally  graceful  outline.  The  picture  of  the 
brown  trout  is  evidently  that  of  a  well  fed  male 
fish,  kept  in  the  ponds  for  breeding  purposes,  and, 
although  not  bad,  gives  no  adequate  idea  of  the 
beauty  of  shape  and  glory  of  colouring  of  a  well 
bred  wild  English  trout. 

Dr.  Bean  says  that  the  rainbow  trout  (Sahno 
mdeus)  "belongs  to  the  group  containing  the 

•nTn  tr0Ut  °f  EuroPe-"  If  that  is  correct,  he 
will  have  a  better  chance  of  existence  in  our  rivers 
than  the  char  (8.  fontiucdis),  which,  after  a  short 
stay,  absolutely  disappears  from  them.  The 
rainbow  in  the  picture  has  a  much  more  pro- 
nounced roseate  tint  over  it  than  any  live 
specimens  I  have  seen  in  this  country,  and  reminds 
me  of  some  of  the  best  shaped,  pluckiest,  most 
lovely,  and  best  eating  trout  I  ever  caught,  viz  ,  in 
Scalby  beck,  near  Scarborough.  It  was  a  good 
many  years  ago,  but  I  have  often  thought  how 
much  I  should  like  to  get  a  few  thousand  yearlings 
from  those  wild"  fish ;  doubtless,  long  since  then 
artificially  bred  trout  of  all  kinds  have  been 
put  into  that  beck. 

Artificial  Distribution  and  Growth  of 
the  Rainbow. 

P,r-  Bean  saJs  that  "  The  artificial  distribution 
of  the  rainbow  in  the  States  has  been  wide,  and  it 
has  succeeded  beyond  all  expectation  in  numerous 
localities.  Favourite  States  for  it  are  Wisconsin 
Michigan,  Missouri,  Colorado,  and  North  Caro- 
lina, or,  roughly,  a  thousand  miles  from  north  to 
south,  and  1500  from  east  to  west.  In  Missouri 
.  its  growth  is  remarkable,  averaging  about  lin. 
per  month  up  to  the  age  of  one  year."  This  is 
certainly  most  remarkable,  and  if  this  catches  the 
eJe  ?f  one  of  our  readers  on  the  New  Zealand 
Acclimatisation  Society,  I  shall  be  obliged  if  he 
will  tell  me  what  length  S.  fario  gets  to  in  a  year 
with  them.  I  know  trout  grow  to  heavy  weights 
much  more  rapidly  there  than  at  home.  I  mean 
m  the  home  of  their  ancestors— England. 

Dr.  Bean  says, "  The  average  ler  gth  of  individuals 
of  rainbow  trout  is  less  than  1ft.,  but  specimens 
measuring  2ft.,  and  weighing  81b.,  have  been 
recorded." 

On  many  of  our  waters,  especially  in  the  South 
of  England,  clubs  do  not  allow  members  to  take 
trout  under  13in.  The  "  largest  recorded  rainbow 
weighed  151b.  at  five  years  of  age."  In  Japan, 
where  the  rainbow  was  introduced  from  California 
as  long  ago  as  1877,  the  fish  were  sexually  mature 
at  three  Tears  old,  and  averaged  19in.  in  length 
ibis  seems  to  me  prodigious  ;  and  yet  in 
-trance,  according  to  Dr.  Bellesme,  "  the  limit 
ot  length  of  three-year-old  fish  was  2ft."  Ye  gods 
and  little  fishes— or,  rather,  big  ones. 

Dr.  Bean  on  the  Food  of  Rainbows. 
If  Dr.  Bean  is  correct,  though  celestial  in  name 
and  appearance,  8.  irideus  is  decidedly  terrestrial 
m  its  habits  and  tastes.    He  says  :  "In  its  native 
waters  the  rainbow  feeds  on  "—what !  Duns  and 
spinners?    No,  "wums"  and  "larva?"  and— 
salmon  eggs.    "In  streams  in  which  it  lives 
associated  with  the  quinnat  salmon,  it  is  the  most 
destructive  enemy  of  the  eggs  of  that  fish."  Why 
this  radiant  rainbow  seems  to  be  no  better  than 
the  '  bally  bull  trout."    I  think  these  extracts  go 
some  way  towards  justifying  the  warnings  I  have 
often  given  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  as  to  caution 
being  necessary  before  introducing  the  rainbow 
i  ato  our  rivers.    It  is  probably  perfectly  true  that 
this  fish  thrives  admirably  in  ponds  and  small 
waters,  and  will  take  a  fly  there  ;  but  it  has  still 
to  he  proved  whether  he  will  yield  sport  to  the 
fly  fisher  in  lakes  and  other  large  sheets  of  water 
where  he  has  to  get  his  own  living.    A  few  live 
specimens  are  to  be  seen  in  Col.  Custance's  tanks 
at  the  Imperial  Institute  Fisheries  Exhibition 
Other  particulars  about  this  now  famous  trout 
wilt  be  found  in  Dr.  Bean's  article. 
,J\ThlB  article  is  on  "The  Brown  Trout" 
(balmo  fario),  and  as  itis  by  R.  B.  Marston  I  shall 
say  nothing  about  it,  except  that  in  the  short 


space  at  my  disposal  I  have  done  my  best  to  give 
him  a  character  worthy  of  his  high  qualities, 
pointing  out  that  "In  this  country  no  angler 
would  think  it  necessary  to  say  a  good  word  for 
the  trout,  he  is  so  universally  prized  and  esteemed 
that  to  praise  him  would  be,  as  Shakespeare  says  i 

"  To  gild  refined  gold,  to  paint  the  lily, 
To  throw  a  perfume  on  the  violet, 
To  smooth  the  ice,  or  add  another  hue 
Unto  the  Eainbow,  or  with  tiper  light 
To  seek  the  beauteous  eyo  of  heaven  to  garnish." 
Which  was  hinting,  as  delicately  as  I  could,  that 
even  8.  irideus  had  to  take  a  back  seat  in  the 
presence  of  our  native  S.  fario,  though  I  was 
careful  to  point    out    that,  as  a  naturalised 
American  citizen,  he  might  possibly  not  do  his 
race  more  justice  than  8.  fontinalis  does  his  in 
this  country. 

Since  the  Americans  did  me  perhaps  the  greatest 
compliment  ever  paid  to  an  angler,  namely,  to 
name  one  of  their  most  recently  discovered  and 
if  all  accounts  are  true,  most  beautiful  and  game 
trout  after  me,  unworthy  though  I  am  of  such 
honour,  I  hope  they  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  I  have  absolutely  no  prejudice  against 
8.  fontinalis  or  8.  irideus,  and  any  warnings  I 
have  given  about  those  fish  have  been  given  solely 
from  the  desire  to  prevent  disappointment.  Fish 
breeders  want  to  sell  their  fish,  naturally,  but  I 
know  from  experience  that  they  are  far  too  prone 
to  argue  that  because,  when  kept  in  confinement 
and  fed  artificially  or  semi-artificially  (i.e.,  in 
ponds   well  storked,  and  probably  artificially 


enable  us  to  crystallize  it.  Huxley  held  that  the 
lobster  and  crayfish  were  originally  fresh  water 
fish.  Probably  the  salt  sea  was  originally  fresh 
water. 

I  have  no  space  to  do  more  than  refer  generally 
to  that  portion  of  this  admirable  report  which 
deals  with  game  and  forests;  it  also  is  full  of 
interest,  and  illustrated  with  plates  in  colour  and 
black  and  white.  I  am  not  sure  that  the  chromo 
of  the  Chinese  pheasant  would  not  please  even 
Mr.  Tegetmeier,  of  the  Field,  that  most  exacting  of 
naturalists.  The  Hon.  S.  H.  Green,  in  his 
description  of  this  bird,  says:  "The  ringneck 
pheasant  is  certainly  one  of  the  hardiest  and 
handsomest  game  birds  of  the  earth.  A  cock  in 
full  plumage  would  make  an  Oregon  rainbow  turn 
green  with  envy." 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  again  congratulate  Mr. 
Cheney  and  those  who  have  worked.with  him,  not 
merely  on  producing  this  unique  report,  but  upon 
the  fact  that  it  is  convincing  proof  of  the  skill  and 
earnestness  with  which  they  are  carrying  out  the 
duties  of  fish  and  game  protection  and  propaga 
tion  which  have  been  entrusted  to  them  by  the 
Stat?.  R.  B.  Marston. 


HINTS  ON  GRILSE  ANGLING. 

Although  ostensibly  looking  for  grilse,  it  is 
better  to  be  prepared  to  do  battle  royal  with 
higher  game  at  the  same  time.  There  is  usually 
a  run  of  salmon  along  with  the  grilse  migration, 
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stocked,  with  natural  food),  foreign  fish  have  done 
wonders,  they  will  continue  to  do  wonders  when 
turned  into  rivers,  &c,  where  they  are  beyond 
control  and  must  get  their  own  living. 

7.  Mr.  E.  T.  D.  Chambers,  of  Quebec,  con- 
tributes this  article  on  the  "  Ouananiche."  Mr. 
Chambers  is  the  author  of  a  most  charming 
book  on  this  game  fish  of  the  salmon  family, 
which  I  noticed  at  length  last  year.  In  writing 
to  Mr.  Cheney  about  this  fish,  he  says:  "In 
regard  to  the  specific  identity  of  the  ouananiche, 
I  hold  firmly  to  the  conclusion,  at  which  you 
yourself  arrived  after  the  examination  of 
specimens  at  Lake  St.  John,  that  it  presents  no 
varietal  differences  from  the  so-called  land-locked 
salmon  of  Maine,  which  have  been  planted  in  some 
of  your  New  York  waters." 

Dr.  Patterson  will  be  interested  in  the  following 
extract : 

"  Up  to  within  the  last  year  or  two  it  has  been 
quite  a  common  practice  to  speak  of  the 
ouananiche  as  peculiar  to  Lake  St.  John  and  its 
tributaries.  Recent  explorations,  such  as  that  of 
A.  P.  Low,  of  the  Dominion  Geological  Survey  of 
1894^6  through  the  interior  of  Labrador,  have 
brought  to  light  the  fact  that  the  fish  is  found  in 
most  of  the  large  streams  draining  the  interior  of 
the  great  Labrador  peninsula.  .  .  .  My  idea 
is  that  the  salmon  was  originally  a  fresh  water 
fish,  and  acquired  the  sea-going  habit:''  It  is  an 
interesting  "  idea,"  but  unfortunately  there  are  no 
existing  records,  «>ither  in  rocks  or  reports,  which 


and  it  not  infrequently  happens— and  when  the 
angler  is  least  expecting  it— that  he  finds  himself 
fast  m  a  hot  engagement  with  an  81b.,  101b.,  or 
even  141b.  salmon.    Again,  a  stale  fish  or  two  may 
be  hunting  about  the  pools,  and  may  at  any 
moment  come  at  the  grilse  lure.    In  order  to  be 
provided  against  such  eventualities  a  16ft.  rod  is, 
if  not  absolutely  necessary,  at  least  essential, 
and  this  is  the  size  usually  requisitioned  for 
the  summer  set.  A  14ft.  or  15ft.  double-handed 
trout  rod  will  be  found  quite  sufficient  for  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  far  as  grilse  are  concerned  ■ 
but  with  a  16ft.  rod  one  has  more  power  in 
tackling  bigger  fish,  and  can  command  the  water 
from  a  more  acceptable  coign  of  vantage  than 
with  one  of  lesser  size  and  more  slender  build.  In 
fact,  a  lady's  salmon  rod  is  just  the  thing  for 
summer  salmon  or  grilse  angling.    As  to  our  own 
personal  preference  and  prejudice,  we  have  killed 
more  grilse  and  heavy  sea  trout  with  a  l  ift,  green- 
heart  than  with  any  other  rod;  but  we  had  it 
specially  built  for  the  purpose  of  either  fly  or 
minnow  by  an  exchange  of  tops,  and  accordingly 
the  butt  and  middle  joint  are  of  a  more  powerful 
calibre  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case.   Were  we 
ordering  a  summer  fly  rod  pure  and  simple 
we  should  go  in  for  a  Kift.  of  slender  build. 
For  far  and  fine  casting  nothing  can  match  a 
tapered  line,  and  the  more  pliable  the  better.  It 
would  be  invidious  to  select  any  one  particular 
maker  for  mention  when  there  are  so  many 
sending  such  excellent  silk  lines  into  the  market. 
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I  True,  there  are  tons  and  tons  of  trash — varnish 
and  rubber — and  that  even  not  of  the  best ;  but 
il  no  respectable  tackle  maker  will  stock  these,  far 
y  less  offer  them  to  their  customers,  and  if  he  does 
i  the  angler  has  himself  to  blame  if  he  does  not 
I  instantly  return  the  hard,  unpliable  "com- 
J  position"  at  once.  A  true  spun,  well  prepared 
ilsilk  line  will  assert  itself  at  once  by  the  feel, 

■  and,  failing  that,  the  angler  can  test  a  portion 
ot  it  by  cutting  off  a  few  inches,  soaking  it 
overnight  in  naphtha,  and  washing  it  out  in 
boiling  water  and  soda,  when  nothing  will  be 

.  left  but  the  unprepared  silk  twist  for  minute 
U  inspection. 

By  the  way,  this  recipe  is  good  for  cleansing  old 
i  lines  when  the  ends  are  inclined  to  get  water- 
logged, sodden,  and  cloggy,  and  while  removing 
ythe  indiarubber,  varnish,  old  grease,  and  dirt, 

■  leaves  the  original  silk  ready  for  re-dressing.  In 
ifact,  no  old  line  should  be  re-dressed  without  being 
((thus  treated. 

Although  we  have  hitherto  pinned  our  faith  to 
i  Riddich,  and  still  do  so,  for  the  excellency  of  their 
|:ines,  we  must  say  that  Cars  well's,  Glasgow,  are 
in  themselves  a  treat  to  cast  with.  The  "  Olina  " 
btamp  of  line,  brought  out  a  year  or  so  ago,  is 
jail  that  can  be  said  about  a  good  line,  and  for 
lather  casting  or  spinning  we  have  seen  nothing 
l:o  compare  with  them  in  their  respective  sizes 
tjior  pliability,  lightness,  and  strength.  For  a 
[lasting  line  we  usually  work  with  2ft.  of  strong 
lialmon  gut  next  the  silk,  then  2ft.  of  light  salmon 
I  jut,  and  then  2ft.  of  line  drawn  grilse  or  sea  trout 
l?ut,  to  which  a  trail  and  a  dropper  are  attached. 
Ithis  secures  a  true  taper  for  10yds.  or  so  above 

I  .he  fly,  and  the  effect  is  magical  in  covering  the 
Ijlassy  pool  in  the  dead  calm,  and  under  the  glare 
l»f  the  morning  or  evening's  sun. 

I .  "While  some  work  with  two  fiie3  when  searching 
I'or  grilse,  others  again  prefer  a  single  trail  fly, 
lifter  the  manner  of  the  orthodox  salmon  angler. 
[There  are  advantages  and  disadvantages  to  both 
liystems,  and,  like  many  other  matters  in  salmon 
lingling,  much  will  depend  on  the  personal  expe- 
rience of  the  angler.    When  sea  trout  are  about, 

II  dropper  such  as  a  mallard,  or  a  jay,  or  a 
humble  forms  an  attractive  lure,  and  will  often 
I >e  preferred  by  even  a  grilse  to  the  trail  fly,  which, 
I  if  course,  is  always  chosen  a  size  larger  than  the 
llropper.  The  worst  part  of  the  game  of  working 
l.wo  flie3  on  the  flight  simultaneously,  comes  in 
Ivhen  the  fish  ha3  to  be  played.  Then,  if  he  is  a 
|)iggish  fish,  the  danger  of  the  trail  fly  catching  on 
1.0  stones  when  the  dropper  has  been  taken,  often 
results  in  ugly  accidents.  There  is  no^t  the 
I;ame  danger  when  the  fish  is  hooked  to  the 
I  .rail  fly,  and  as  the  trail  fly  is  the  chief  concern 
l>f  the  angler  in  the  selection  of  the  pattern  for 
I he  nonce,  on  the  whole  we  incline  to  the  belief 
I  hat  the  weight  of  experience  is  against  using  a 
llight  of  two  flies,  unless  lesser  fish  than  grilse  are 
|>eing  looked  for  at  the  same  time. 

I  The  whole  range  of  salmon  flies  may  be  requisi- 
tioned for  grilse,  reduced  in  size,  according  to  the 
j  tate  of  the  water. 

|  The  Loggie,  one  of  the  chief  favourites  on 
I  he  Dee,  is  nothing  but  a  reduced  Gordon  of 
I  he  standard  type.  The  body  is  the  same,  but 
Ihe  wings  are  not  freely  so  faithfully  copied, 
liome  splendid  work  has  been  done  with  the 
Ijoggie  on  the  Glentana  section  of  the  Dee, 
Inhere  it  was  first  introduced  or  discovered  under 
Ihe  name  of  the  Lizzie.  But  Sir  William 
lirooks  re-chi-istened  it  the  Loggie,  after  the 
jiauie  of  a  famous  grilse  pool,  whei'e,  in  one  day, 
I  wenty-three  grilse  were  taken  with  it  one  after 
Ihe  other.  Sir  William  and  his  keeper  both  had  a 
Iiand  in  this  famous  basket,  and  the  genial 
I>aionet  had  the  unique  luck  to  hook  and  success- 
jully  land  two  grilse  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
liaving  always  a  preference  to  use  two  flies  to  his 
l;rilse  flight,  and  on  this  occasion  there  were  two 
JjOggies. 

I  Mr.  George  ►Black laws,  one  of  the  keenest  and 
lno3t  successful  anglers  on  the  Dee,  and  as  fine  a 
tier  of  fancy  hooks  as  can  bs  met  with  in  a  day's 
ourney  through  the  tackle  shops  of  the  north,  has 
lso  a  special  preference  for  this  fly,  which  is  also 
hared  in  by  John  Harper,  Desswood's  famous 
eeper  ;  John  Mortimer,  a  champion  amateur  tier ; 
nd  a  host  of  others.  On  oneoccasionMr.  Blicklaws 
inded  eleven  grilse  with  aLoggie,  andthesame  fly. 
t  was  rather  tattered  towards  the  end  of  the  fray, 
ut  he  re-dressed  it  over  night,  and  the  following 
,ay  killed  other  four  grilse  and  a  salmon  with  it. 


It  is  a  splendid  June  fly,  and  a  capital  change  on 
a  brownish  water. 

The  Silver  and  Blue  is  a  combination  which 
takes  the  place  of  the  Silver  Doctor  in  the  list  of 
standard  salmon  flies.  It  and  the  Blue  Charm 
are  exceedingly  good  mid-day  flies,  when  the  water 
is  clear  and  small,  and  a  strong  sunlight 
above. 

If  there  is  the  slightest  bit  of  ripple  or  fleecy 
cloud,  the  Blue  Charm  should  give  place  to  the 
Silver  and  Blue,  which  is  the  lure  of  lures  for 
grilse  in  a  cloudless  sky.  The  Jeannie  and  Jocky 
are  now  more  than  local  patterns,  and  are  very 
fetching  grilse  lures  in  dull  weather,  being  darker 
combinations  than  the  ordinary  grilse  lures.  The 
bumble  has  been  with  us  from  time  immemorial. 
Of  an  evening  no  better  fly  can  be  tied  up,  and 
especially  towards  the  close  of  a  hot  day,  when 
many  of  the  natural  flies  of  the  bee  order  are 
being  whirled  down  stream  from  the  flats  above, 
where  accident  has  befallen  them  in  crossing  the 
stream,  or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  be.  Lord 
Saltoun,  an  excellent  sea  trout  lure,  is  also  tied  up 
on  the  smallest  of  double  irons  for  grilse  and 
summer  salmon,  and  deserves  a  passing  mention 
in  this  connection. 

The  Greenmantle  and  the  grasshopper  are 
combinations  which  do  best  in  flooded  waters 
and  towards  the  end  of  the  season.  They  are 
more  than  local  patterns,  especially  the  forme;*, 
although  the  latter  owes  its  creation  to  the  fertile 
brains  of  Charlie  Gill,  who,  being  defeated  to  gdt 
a  rise  to  any  of  the  better  known  sorts  some 
years  back,  when  the  season  was  a  wet  one  all 
through  on  Deeside,  set  to  work  and  compiled  the 
grasshopper,  which  met  the  exigencies  of  the 
case  to  a  nicety,  as  he  had  fish  with  it  every  day 
all  through  that  season,  and  ever  since  in  anything 
like  a  wet  or  rainy  season. 

To  expand  the  list  of  grilse  flies  would  be 
tedious.  One  other  fly,  however — the  Dunkeld — 
deserves  to  be  singled  out  for  special  mention.  It 
is  not  a  native  of  the  North  of  Scotland,  as  its 
name  indicates,  but  rather  belongs  to  Tayside, 
and  we  suspect  that  Mr.  Malloch,  Perth,  has  had 
something  to  do  with  its  creation,  as  he  has 
certainly  had  to  do  with  its  popularity  as  a  taking 
grilse  lure  of  the  first  water.  It  has  come  to 
stay,  and  perhaps  there  is  no  other  fly  outside  the 
Loggie  itself  for  which  there  is  an  ever  increasing 
demand  for  grilse  angling. 

Of  spinning  lures,  probably  the  small  blue 
phantom,  both  in  silver  and  gold,  are  the  most 
popular.  For  searching  the  necks  of  streams  or 
bits  of  rapid  water  where  the  grilse  delight  to 
lurk,  nothing  is  more  tempting  to  them  than  the 
tiny  No.  1  phantom.  It  has  to  be  deftly  cast,  if 
possible  above  the  rush,  so  as  to  fall  into  it  as  it 
were,  and  will  more  often  be  seized  in  the  thick  of 
the  current  or  rapid  than  otherwise,  and  is 
usually  a  sure  hold  when  so  taken.  In  a  brown 
water  a  No.  2  phantom,  and  even  larger  sizes,  will 
kill  well,  and  for  a  change  the  Devon  and  the 
parr  tail  are  often  requisitioned  under  similar 
circumstances.  In  a  very  low,  clear  water,  or  a 
day  or  so  after  a  slight  rise,  a  small  prawn  is 
found  to  be  a  very  fetching  lure,  and  especially 
towards  the  end  of  July  and  August,  when  the 
fly  is  entirely  out  of  it  from  surfeit  or  otherwise, 
and  the  fish  have  been  some  time  in  the  sweet 
waters.  Probably  the  prawn  might  be  as  effective 
at  other  times  with  grilse  as  it  is  with  salmon, 
but,  as  a  rule,  prawn  are  seldom  requisitioned  till 
most  other  lures  fail. 

In  such  rivers  as  the  Dee  and  the  Spey  there 
is  no  saying  where  a  gi-ilse  may  be  found.  They 
are  looked  for  most  when  the  rivers  are  at  their 
dead  summer  level,  and  are  found  in  the  pools, 
where  such  exist,  in  the  rapids,  on  the  flats, 
behind  stones  or  boulders,  and  in  the  necks  of 
the  most  rapid  streams.  But  come  where  they 
may,  they  are  always  game — a  short  and  sharp 
fight,  and  then  a  capitulation  as  sudden  as  it  is 
complete. 

The  first  grilse  of  the  season  was  landed  last 
week  by  Col.  Fryer  on  the  Kincardine  water. 
Several  have  been  got  since  then,  all  scaling 
about  31b.  On  the  coast  they  are  getting  more 
plentiful,  and  with  the  biggish  waters,  of  which 
there  is  a  dead  certainty  on  account  of  the 
accumulations  of  snow  on  the  hills,  the  season 
promises  already  to  be  a  fairly  good  one  for 
grilse.  Ice  water  is  not  so  welcome  as  rain ;  but 
on  such  open  shallow  streams  as  the  Dee  and 
Spey  the    temperature  becomes  a   matter  of 


secondary  importance  compared  with  a  steady 
volume  in  the  river. 

Concerning  the  part  of  the  river  shown  in  the 
illustration,  Christopher  North  sings  : 

Ha  l  to  thy  waters  !  softly  flowing  Dee  ; 
Hail  to  their  shaded  pure  transparency  ; 
Hail  to  the  royal  oak  and  mountaio  pine 
With  whcs?  reflected  pride  thy  waters  shine. 

The  Kelpie  pool  and  the  Knappoch  waters  on 
the  left,  with  Blackhall  Castle  water  on  the  right. 

G.  M. 


FISHING  &  YACHTING  EXHIBITION 

AT  THE 

IMPERIAL  •  INSTITUTE. 


[Second  Notice.] 

Next  to  rods  and  tackle,  the  most  important 
point  for  consideration  by  the  angler  is  the.  best 
way  to  protect  himself  from  getting  wet,  especially 
about  the  feet. 

At  the  Imperial  Institute  Exhibition  he  will  see 
all  the  most  modern  inventions  and  designs  for 
rendering  waterproof  garments  as  light  and  airy 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  permits.  Our  old 
friends,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Anderson,  and  Ander- 
son, have  an  elegant  balcony  stall  (they  hope  it 
will  be  a  Royal  Box  presently,  when  B.R.H. 
comes  round  again)  overflowing  with  waterproof 
garments  of  every  description,  but  chiefly 
for  anglers  and  yachtsmen  of  both  sexes.  Some 
years  ago  Mr.  Cholmondeley  Pennell  suggested 
to  them  the  "  Over-knee  Waders,"  waterproof 
stockings  which  reach  just  over  the  knee  with 
light  leather  boots  attached.  The  first  that  were 
made  were  too  light  for  anything  but  fishing  off  a 
lawn,  so  they  now  make  them  rather  stouter,  and 
although,  of  course,  not  so  lasting  as  the  ordinary 
make,  they  are  much  lighter  and  more  com- 
fortable— just  the  things  for  water  meadows.  If 
the  rubber  cloth  sock  is  used  over  the  ordinary 
sock  with  these  leather  waders  there  is  no 
necessity  to  dry  them  inside ;  in  fact,  they  do  not 
get  damp  from  perspiration,  so  Messrs.  Anderson 
assure  us.  We  shall  give  them  a  good  trial  this 
season.  A  novelty  Messrs.  Anderson's  are  showing 
is  a  rather  neat  looking  straw  hat,  covered  with  oil 
material,  for  yachtswomen  and  men.  Their 
"Osborne"  and  "  Sandringham "  oilskin  water- 
proof garments  are  no  show  for  anglers,  or  rather, 
too  much  show,  but  are  all  right  on  a  yacht. 
Anderson's  "  Extension "  Wader  has  an  in- 
genious arrangement  by  which  a  knee  wader  is 
almost  instantly  extended  up  the  leg,  giving 
another  6in.  or  8in.  The  "  Tilt  "  brogue  looks  a 
very  strong  one,  and  their '"Watershed"  fishing 
hat  answers  to  its  name  all  right.  Yachting 
visitors  have  been  buying  their  new  rubber 
perforated  mats  with  name  of  the  yacht  in  the 
middle,  like  the  old  "Salve"  on  a  door-mat. 
We  must  do  Messrs.  Anderson  the  justice  to 
say  they  are  most  enterprising  in  catering  for 
anglers,  and  always  ready  to  consider  any 
reasonable  suggestions ;  in  fact,  they  have  one  or 
two  on  the  stocks  now.  Mr.  Dalgetty  Henderson 
is,  we  believe,  responsible  for  an  excellent  little 
idea,  i.e.,  a  2s.  waterproof  lunch  and  tackle  case, 
adjustable  to  any  creel.  Of  course,  if  you  can 
so  arrange  it,  the  ideal  thing  about  lunch  is  to 
see  it  coming  across  the  meadows  to  your  fishing 
hut  as  you  are  approaching  that  haven  of  bliss. 
For  ladies  who  are  not  afraid,  and  will  wade, 
nothing  probably  could  be  better  than  Messrs. 
Anderson's  trousers  and  combinations.  We 
should  get  into  hot  water  if  we  went  deeply  into 
thi3  department,  and  will  therefore  refer  our 
readers  to  the  pictui-e  of  the  lady  wading  on  the 
back  of  Messrs.  Anderson's  illustrated  price  list, 

Messrs.  King,  Malcom  and  Co,  of  19, 
Leicester-square,  London,  are  now  making  their 
attractive  "  Princess  "  wader  for  ladies  in  stouter 
material  for  their  bi'others  and  their  cousins.  The 
fact  is,  as  our  correspondent  "Pheasant  Tail" 
found  it,  the  lacing  up  the  front  of  the  wader,  as 
in  a  high  shooting  boot,  gives  a  very  comfortable 
fit  and  no  riding  up  at  the  heel.  They  show  a 
capital  Norfolk  jacket  waterproof  for  ladies,  with 
detachable  skirt;  it  is  well  ventilated,  and  is  the 
suggestion  of  thatexcellent  angler  Mrs.  Bagshawe, 
wife  of  the  master  of  the  Lower  School  at 
Oppingham.  Mr.  Malcom  showed  us  a  fishing- 
bag  and  net  fish-holder,  the  latter  detachable, 
which  they  have  made  for  Mr.  Basil  Field,  one  of 
the  best  salmon  and  trout  anglers  of  this  age ;  it  is 
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imple,  but  business-like  affair;  there  is  a 


lmpl 
sial 


special  pocket  for  the  oil  bottle  in  the  corner  of 
the  bag.  Salmon  wading  -  trousers  are  1  not 
comfortable  things  at  any  time,  but  they  may  be 
made  vastly  less  uncomfortable  than  they  some- 
times are  if  you  go  to  a  practical  trouser  cutter 
like  Mr.  Malcom.  The  firm  are  having  a  good 
sale  for  their  Norwegian  goods— jackets,  waist- 
coats, caps,  &c— very  soft,  warm,  and  durable. 

Mr.  George  Cording,  125,  Fleet-street,  has 
a  show  case  of  his  "new  fishing  boots,"  his 


London  County  Council;  but  his  eloquence  will 
have  more  effect  on  the  members  of  the  British 
Sea  Anglers'  Society.  (By  the  way,  the  B.S.A.S. 
has  an  exhibit  here,  but  you  have  to  borrow  the 
Rontgen  rays  to  see  it,  as  it  is  in  a  box  locked  up. 
We  believe  it  is  an  invention  for  preventing 
sea  sickness,  and  they  have  not  patented  it 
yet.)  At  first  we  could  not  think  what  the 
London  County  Council  wanted  waders  for— 
certainly  they  have  been  getting  into  hot 
wat?r  lat3ly,  but  the  solid  stiff  leather  waders,  it 


the  air  drying  takes  four  times  as  long  as  the 
other,  but  is  far  more  effective. 

Fish  Culture. 
The  exhibits  in  this  department  are  very 
limited,  in  fact  the  only  representative  show  in 
the  exhibition  is  that  of  model  yachts  and  cups. 
Mr.  J.  W.  Woodall,  of  St.  Nicholas  House, 
Scarboro',  is  showing  a  model  of  Capt.  Dannevig'a 
Sea  Fish  Hatchery  in  Norway.  There  is  a  picture 
of  a  large  pond  or  tank  in  which  the  fish  are  - 


Photo  of  the  Model  ok  the  Thames 


improved  "  ditto,  and  we  noticed  a  specially  well 
made  and  strong  leather  brogue,  with  plenty  of 
large  eyelet  holes  to  let  the  water  out  quickly  as 
you  walk  along  after  getting  out  of  the  river 

Messrs.  Johnson  and  Sons,  wholesale  oilskin 
manufacturers,  of  Great  Yarmouth,  do  a  very 
large  business  in  these  goods.  Their  attentive 
representative  wanted  to  convince  us  that  the  best 
way  to  fish  on  a  wet  day  in  Hampshire  would  be 
in  one  of  their  yellow  oilskin  sou'- wester  hats, 
yellow  oiled  silk  coat,  and  waders,  as  made  for  the 


and  Thames  Valley  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  taken  before  the 


CLASS  WAS  PUT  OVER  IT. 


appears,  are  what  they  supply  the  men  who  work 
mi  n  ??  eafc  8ewers  of  London.  They  are  waders ! 
I  he  G.C.  test  is  to  fill  them  with  water,  and  use 
them  as  fire-buckets  when  the  men  are  asleep, 
lhis  firm  s  light  ailh  oilskins  for  yachting,  and 
taeir  hand-knitted  guernseys,  jerseys,  and  general 
stock  of  clothmg  for  amateur  and  professional 
sailors  and  fishermen;  their  patent  ventilated 
oilskin,  ventilated  by  a  new  plan  all  round  the 
breast  and  back,  seems  to  be  a  very  good  thing, 
the  oilskin  being  air  dried  and  not  heat  dried ; 


placed.  When  the  eggs  of  the  fish  approach 
maturity,  the  male  and  female  fish  swim  side  by 
side  near  the  surface  of  the  water,  as  the  eggs  are 
extruded  from  the  female  the  milt  of  the  male 
vivifies  them;  in  this  condition  they  pass  from 
the  pond  by  an  overflow  of  water  (pumped  from 
the  sea)  into  a  receiver,  where  they  are  oarefully 
collected  and  washed.  The  surplus  water  in 
passing  away  gives  motion  to  a  water  wheel.  The, 
eggs,  after  being  carefully  washed,  are  placed  in 
boxes,  which  have  a  bottom  of  hair  cloth,  and  are 
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allowed  to  float  in  this  apparatus.  About  two 
and  a  half  pints  of  eggs  are  placed  in  each  of 
these  boxes,  which  are  hinged  on  one  side._  A 
water  wheel  (in  order  to  provide  circulation) 
actuates  a  series  of  rods,  by  which  a  lever 
depresses  the  outer  end  of  the  boxes  at  frequent 
intervals,  thus  causing  an  upward  movement  of 
the  eggs  in  the  boxes,  which  again  resume  their 
first  position.  By  this  means  the  water  is  regu- 
larly changed  in  the  boxes,  and  the  eggs  prevented 
from  suffocating  or  adhering  to  each  other.  In 
about  fourteen  days  the  eggs  are  hatched  out, 
and  the  "  yolk  sac  "  requires  a  further  period  of 
eight  or  ten  days  for  absorption.  When  this  is 
completed  the  young  fish  are  taken  from  the 
hatchery  and  placed  in  the  sea  a  moderate 
distance  from  the  shore,  where  they  have 
to  take  their  chance  of  reaching  maturity. 
From  1890—1896  twelve  hundred  million  eggs 
of  flounders,  dabs,  #c,  have  been  produced  by 
the  Dannevig  Hatchery,  at  a  cost  of  about  4d. 
per  1000.  This  exhibit  deserves  most  careful 
attention  from  all  who  are  interested  in  our  sea 
fisheries.  To  our  mind  it  is  one  of  the  most 
significant  things  in  the  whole  exhibition,  and  we 
hope  the  scientific  staff  of  the  Marine  Biological 
Association  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  read, 
mark,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest  it. 

On  the  wall  at  the  end  of  the  Thames  model 
will  be  seen  a  photograph  of  the  famous  American 
fish  ladder,  or  fish  way— The  Rogers  Fish  Way— 
which  we  believe  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful 
in  the  world,  and  of  which  we  hope  to  give  some 
illustrations  and  particulars  later  on. 

Colonel  Ctjstance,  of  the  "Weston  Fisheries, 
Norwich — one  of  our  most  successful  fish  breeders 
— is  showing  some  samples  of  his  yearling  rain- 
bows, real  whackers ;  also  live  fry  at  three  and 
six  months  old,  and  some  three-year-old  fario, 
who  look  like  caged  tigers,  but  condescend  to  feed 
now  and  then. 

The  Marine  Biological  Association  of 
the  United  Kingdom  have  a  most  interesting 
exhibit  of  fish  life  in  its  earliest  stages,  also  of 
crustaceans,  which  serve  as  food  of  many  young 
fish.  (We  have  referred  to  this  point  in  our 
notice  of  the  New  York  State  Fish  and  Game 
Report,  this  week.) 

The  Whitstable  Oyster  Company  show  a 
large  tank  of  sea  water,  with  glass  sides,  in 
which  their  very  fine  native  oysters  are  shown 
feeding  and  thinking.  The  beautiful  state  of 
this  tank,  so  clear  and  clean  and  well  arranged, 
does  the  attendant  great  credit. 

Collections  ok  Angling  Flies. 

We  cannot  at  present  do  more  than  briefly 
refer  to  some  of  these  cases  of  flies,  which  form  a 
very  interesting  part  of  the  exhibition,  and  are 
easily  found,  as  they  are  all  near  Mr.  Brion's 
very  popular  model  of  the  Thames. 

Mr.  Morton,  of  Newcastle,  has  a  case  of  sea 
trout,  loch  trout,  and  general  north  country  flies. 

Mr.  Holland,  29,  The  Square,  Winchester,  has 
sent  a  collection,  which  is  alone  worth  a  visit  to 
the  exhibition.  He  shows  all  the  best  patterns  of 
the  standard  dry  fly  series. 

Mr.  George  Hoyle,  44,  Liberia-road,  High- 
bury, London,  is  a  Devonshire  angler  and  fly 
maker.  He  makes  a  capital  salmon  fly,  and 
shows  large,  medium,  and  small  trout  flies  for  the 
rivers  of  Somerset,  Devon,  and  Cornwall. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Dale,  of  Hanley,  Staff.,  has  a  lovely 
collection  of  his  flies  for  Staffordshire  and  Derby- 
shire waters. 

Mrs.  Richardson's  grand  collection  we  have 
already  referred  to.  We  hope  she  will  not  take 
to  the  bronze  hook  for  salmon  flies.  The  black 
enamelled  Limerick  pattern  is  far  moi-e  aristo- 
cratic and  artistic.  Black  goes  well  with  any 
colour — bronze  often  looks  beastly. 

Messrs.  Hardy  Brothers,  of  Alnwick  and 
London,  must  have  also  gone  to  great  expense  in 
fitting  up  their  cases  of  salmon  and  other  flies, 
and  underneath  they  give  printed  descriptions  of 
the  patterns  used  on  various  rivers,  being  a  key  to 
their  exhibit.  Their  series  of  floating  flies  on 
eyed  hooks  is  most  artistically  arranged,  and  easy 
of  examination,  and  the  work  in  them  will  bear  it 
well. 

Mr.  Shanks,  of  Craigellachie,  on  Spey,  sends  a 
small  case  of  the  famous  Spey  flies  for  salmon. 
The  Spey  fly  is  almost  alone  sui  generis,  and  Spey 
salmon  would  not  part  with  them  for  anything. 
Samples  of  fine  fellows  who  stuck  to  them  to  the 


bitter  end  are  shown  in  some  very  taking  wood 
models  made  by  Mr.  Dhu  Russell,  of  Fochabers. 
The  fish  are  really  well  made,  and  carefully 
painted.  There  is  a  model  of  a  441b.  salmon 
killed  by  the  Earl  of  March,  chairman  of  the 
Inland  Fisheries  committee.  We,  by  permission 
of  Mr.  Russell,  give  a  copy  of  the  model  of 
Lord  March's  fine  fish  : 


Then  there  is  a  model  of  a  451b.  fish  killed  by  the 
Duke  of  Richmond,  and  one  of  Earl  Winterton's 
grand  50-pounder,  the  record  rod-killed  fish  of 
the  Spey, 

Messrs.  Alfred  and  Son,  of  20,  Moorgate- 
street,  London,  show  two  cases  of  salmon  and 
trout  flies.  Some  of  the  former  take  us  back  a 
good  many  years  ;  they  also  show  modern 
floaters  on  eyed  hooks. 

Who  is  the  sender  of  a  frame  with  some  first 
class  salmon  flies  in  it,  with  grey  and  yellow  eagles 
in  the  centre  of  it  ?  It  certainly  ought  to  show 
the  maker's  colours,  for  it  is  not  a  case  to  be 
ashamed  of — in  fact,  it  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
collection. 

Mr.  Robert  Strong,  of  Castle-street,  Carlisle, 
sends  salmon  and  trout  flies  for  North  of  England 
waters. 

Mr.  Robert  Ramer,  26,  Botchergate,  Carlisle, 
also  sends  ditto,  of  different  make. 

Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ashbourne,  send  a  case  of 
their  well  known  patterns  of  flies  for  the  Derby- 
shire streams. 

Messrs.  A.  Carter  and  Co.,  of  St.  John-street 
Road,  London,  have  two  good  oases  of  salmon  and 
trout ;  flies  and  close  by  we  found  another  case, 
sent  by  Mr.  Geo.  Hoyle  (44,  Liberia-road,  High- 
bury), this  time  of  salmon  flies — strongly  and  well 
made. 

Mr.  Wm.  Brown,  of  Aberdeen,  sends  a  very 
complete  collection  of  salmon,  sea  trout,  and  other 
flies.  We  had  no  opportunity  of  examining  this 
at  present,  but  shall  do  so  later  on. 

Mr.  Francis  M.  Walbran,  of  New  Station- 
street,  Leeds,  shows  about  fifty  standard  salmon 
flies  in  one  case  (beauties),  and  winged  and 
hackled  patterns  of  North  country  flies,  on  which 
he  is  one  of  the  best  authorities.  His  flies  are 
all  worth  most  careful  examination,  which  we 
hope  to  give  them  when  we  have  more  time. 

Messrs.  W.  Haynes  and  Son,  of  63,  Patrick- 
street,  Cork,  show,  salmon  and  sea  trout  flies  for 
County  Kerry.  Here,  again,  we  should  much 
have  preferred  to  see  the  Hogarth  line  of  beauty 
Limerick  black  enamelled  hook  instead  of  the 
brassy  bronze  substitute. 

Fish  Creels  and  Baskets. 

Messrs.  Hovell  and  Son,  of  25,  Bedford-street, 
London,  and  Norwich,  are  showing  specimens 
of  their  English  made  wicker  creels,  fishing 
baskets,  wicker  rod-holders — capital  (4ft.  6in.,  price 
9s.  6d.).  The  Norfolk  Pike  Frail,  price  7s.  6d„  is 
very  good  value  ;  and  all  trout  anglers  who  want 
to  carry  a  good  lot  of  fish  should  see  their  trout 
frails  with  handles  supported  by  broad  tapes 
passing  under  them.  Their  seat  creels  are  good, 
and  so  are  their  wicker  armchairs  at  8s.  6d.  to 
108.  6d. — just  the  thing  for  the  fishing  hut. 

If  we  have  omitted  to  note  any  loan  collections 
of  fish  or  flies  we  shall  be  glad  to  know,  as  we 
have  not  intentionally  done  so.  The  exhibits  are 
not  all  quite  together. 

The  Thames  Model. 
We  are  glad  to  say  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Wales  paid  the  model  a  visit  on 
Tuesday  morning.  He  had  a  chat  with  Mr. 
Brion,  the  maker,  about  it,  and  on  leaving  said  : 
"It  i3  very  clever,  very  clever;  there  is  great 
credit  due  to  you,  and  I  am  much  pleased  with  it." 
We  are  glad  to  say  the  model  is  now  having  a 
glass  sky  put  over  it,  for  the  ladies  would  insist 
on  poking  their  dainty  parasols  into  old  Father 
Thames's  ribs,   making  him  leak  to  such  an 


extent  that  Mr.  Malcom  was  going  to  make  a 
feature  of  hiring  his  ladies'  combination  waders 
for  use  on  the  occasion,  but  fortunately  Mr. 
Brion  found  the  leak.  The  eminent  sanitary 
engineer  (Mr.  Geo.  Jennings,  of  Lambeth)  kindly 
lent  the  tank  and  syphon,  which  so  ingeniously 
regulates  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide. 

The  Collection  of  Stuffed  Fish. 
The  loan  collection  of  stuffed  fish  now  on  view 
in  the  west  end  of  the  North  Gallery  of  the  Im- 
perial Institute  forms  a  fitting  adjunct  to  the 
excellent  trade  exhibits  of  representative  fishing 
tackle  makers  and  Mr.  Brion's  fine  model  of  the 
Thames. 

What  these  preserved  mementoes  of  many  a 
glorious  day's  sport  lack  in  number  is  assuredly 
balanced  in  quality  and  interest,  for  they  ai-e  the 
choicest  examples  from  collections  of  veritable 
specimen  fish,  and  are,  perhaps,  all  the  more 
appi-eciated  from  the  fact  that  eyes  and  attention 
are  not  here,  as  in  previous  exhibitions,  distx-acted 
by  a  vast  number  of  cases  containing  fish  of 
exactly  similar  character.  Since  the  space  at 
disposal  was  limited,  the  selection  of  cases  to  fill 
it  could  hardly  have  been  bettered. 

At  the  extreme  northern  end  of  the  Canadian 
Gallery,  and  standing  on  the  topmost  of  a  flight 
of  stairs  overlooking  the  whole  of  the  Inland 
Fisheries  section,  the  visitor  will  find  some 
magnificent  examples  of  the  taxidermist's  art 
which  has  been  exercised  on  fish  that  in  life  must 
have  afforded  many  a  pleasantly  anxious  moment 
to  their  respective  captors.  The  largest  of  these 
cases,  and  one  already  familiar  to  London  anglers, 
contains  five  carp  of  the  total  weight  of  591b., 
caught  at  the  Cheshunt  reservoir  by  the  late  Mr. 
Kelly,  who  for  a  long  period  was  a  member  of  the 
Silver  Trout  Angling  Society.  Here  also'  will  be 
found  a  grand  Kennet  trout  of  llflb.,  taken  by 
Mr.  Mayes ;  and  two  fine  cases  of  captures  by  that 
popular  angler  and  anglers'  provider,  Mr.  F.  M. 
Walbran,  of  Leeds :  one  containing  a  pretty  trout 
of  lib.  9oz.,  and  a  grayling  of  31b.  taken  from  the 
Test  at  Houghton ;  the  second  case  incloses  three 
very  beautiful  grayling,  weighing  21b.  6oz.,  21b.  4oz., 
and  21b.  3oz.,  both  exhibits  being  worthy  trophies 
to  the  skill  of  the  great  grayling  master.  Quite 
appropriately,  his  three  grayling  are  placed  beside 
three  other  fine  fish  of  the  same  class,  weighing 
21b.  7§oz.,  2lb.  6|oz.,  and  21b.  5oz.,  which  were 
taken  by  Mr.  Craggs  of  the  Friendly  Anglers. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Piscatorial  Society,  which 
we  understand  was  arranged  to  be  shown  together 
on  a  reserved  space,  has  by  some  accident  been 
split  up  and  scattered  about.  This  exhibit  is 
absolutely  unrivalled,  containing,  as  it  does,  the 
heaviest  pike  in  existence  (401b.),  the  second 
heaviest  barbel  (121b.  7oz.),  the  only  properly  set 
up  Naymaycush,  the  Canadian  lake  trout  (321b.), 
the  only  Salmo  hucho  (221b.),  a  cast  of  a  371b. 
salmon,  the  llflb.  Kennet  trout,  and  last,  but 
not  least,  a  beautiful  case  of  Thames  fish  (various), 
caught  and  set  up  by  a  member  of  the  society 
during  the  year  1895. 

Down  the  flight  of  stairs,  and  supposing  the 
visitor  to  have  safely  passed  the  many  allure- 
ments of  the  tackle  makers'  stalls  on  either  hand 
—a  feat,  by  the  way,  requiring  something  more 
than  St.  Anthony's  indifference  to  temptation— 
I  the  visitor  will  find,  among  many  other  fine  cases, 
I  a  Kennet  trout  of  7Ub,  a  golden  tench,  a 
handsome  salmon  bass,  two  Thames  trout,  a 
Kennet  trout,  barbel,  pike,  and  rudd  taken 
by  Dr.  Startin.  Then  follows  the  comparatively 
large  exhibit  of  the  Friendly  Anglers,  of  whicb 
the  items  most  likely  to  attract  notice  are  the 
following  :  A  131b.  Thames  trout,  caught  by  Mr. 
Nickinson;  another  of  101b.,  caught  by  Mr.  G. 
Palmer,  who  in  former  years  was  so  successful 
amongst  those  noble  fish,  that_  he  now  has  a 
private  collection  of  them,  which, 
caught,  must  have  totalled  up 
thing  approaching  a  hundredweight, 
ing  with  the  Friendly  cases,  few 
likely  to  pass  unheeded  two  case3  containing  four 
rudd  (total  weight,  81b.  12ioz.)  and  four  roach 
(total  weight,  81b.  O.\oz. ;  best  fish,  21b.  9|oz.),  the 
captures  of  Mr.  O'Callaghan,  from  that  specimen- 
producing  water  Tring  Reservoir;  a  pike  of  221b., 
i  taken  by  Mr.  Henderson;  three  golden  orfe, 
singularly  beautiful  fish,.. approaching  41b.  each, 
which  were  presented  to  his  society  by  Mr.  Pugh, 
who  captured  1391b.  of  the  same  class  of  fish  in  a 
day;  two  perch  from  the  Broads,  considerably 
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over  41b.  each ;  a  perfect  specimen  of  a  bream, 
weighing  71b.  13oz.,  which  was  caught  in  the 
Colne,  at  Rickmansworth,  by  Mr.  Batson ;  two 
Kennett  barbel,  weighing  91b.  6Aoz.  and  101b.  8oz., 
caught  by  Mr.  Duke. 

The  next  cases  coming  under  notice  ai'e  those 
of  the  Original  Clerkenwell  Society,  who  are  well 
represented  by  roach  of  21b.  6Aoz.,  21b.  3oz.,  and 
21b.,  the  two  latter  having  been  taken  at 
Amberley  from  the  Arun,  that  grand  but  badly 
treated  river,  which  is  further  glorified  in  this 
exhibition  by  three  fine  roach,  of  21b.  3oz., 
lib.  14Aoz.,  and  lib.  15Joz.,  taken  by  Mr.  Stone. 
Above  the  Original  Clerkenwell  cases,  un- 
fortunately placed  too  high  up  for  critical  examina- 
tion, will  be  found  the  mammoth  Trent  chub  of 
71b.,  which  was  caught  early  this  year  by  that  fine 
angler,  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis,  of  Nottingham, 
when  using  the  finest  roach  tackle.  It  is  a  great 
pity  that  the  hanging  committee  have  not  been 
able  to  find  a  better  position  for  a  fish  alike 
remarkable  in  itself  and  for  the  circumstances  of 
its  capture.  Hereabouts  also  may  be  seen  one 
case  containing  four  very  fine  bream  of  total 
weight  of  181b.  12oz. ;  and  another  inclosing  a 
grand  barbel  of  91b.  8oz. ;  all  having  been  taken 
at  Staines  by  Mr.  Wilson,  who  also  shows  a 
splendid  Thames  trout. 

In  mentioning  a  beautifully  shaped  perch  of 
•Hlb.,  sent  up  by  Mr.  W.  Howlett,  of  Newmarket, 
and  many  finely  executed  and  coloured  casts  of 
salmon,  enough,  perhaps,  has  been  written  to 
insure  that  an  entertaining  portion  of  the  exhibi- 
tion will  not  be  overlooked,  at  any  rate,  by  anglers. 


ANGLING  EXCURSIONS  IN  FRANCE 
AND  BELGIUM* 

("Continued  from  page  337. J 

By  Palmer  Hackle,  Esq. 

Now  all  this  seems  sufficiently  embarrassing 
and  perplexing  in  theory,  but  in  actual  practice 
the  angler  really  meets  with  little  or  nothing  to 
give  him  vexation  or  inquietude.  The  fact  is, 
the  common  law  of  custom  possesses  a  great 
influence  in  France  and  Belgium.  The  people 
will  not  part  with  all  their  privileges  and  amuse- 
ments for  the  sake  of  keeping  up  a  technical 
consistency  in  legal  principles  and  regulations. 
In  eveiy  town  we  have  visited  a  certain  portion 
of  the  waters  around  the  fortifications  seems  to 
be  set  apart  by  custom  for  public  fishing;  and 
this  portion  is  always  a  considerable  moiety  of 
the  whole.  On  this  account  the  British  angler 
need  never  be  placed  in  any  difficulty,  if  he 
demean  himself  with  reason  and  good  temper, 
and  refrain  from  acting  on  the  absurd  principle 
that  because  he  is  in  a  foreign  country  he  is 
therefore  privileged  to  do  whatever  the  passing 
whim  or  caprice  may  suggest. 

The  rivers  and  streams,  and  other  waters  which 
contain  fish,  are  very  numerous  in  France.  There 
are  six  rivers  of  the  first  class,  namely,  the 
Rhine,  the  Meuse,  the  Seine,  the  Loire,  the 
Garonne,  and  the  Rhone. 

The  Rhine  and  the  Meuse  flow  from  south  to 
north  ;  the  Rhone  is  the  only  one  of  this  magni- 
tude which  flows  north  to  south ;  and  the  Seine, 
the  Loire,  and  the  Garonne  run  from  east  to  west, 
and  traverse  the  country  for  a  great  distance, 
la  addition  to  these  large  rivers,  there  are 
ninety-three  other  rivers  of  a  smaller  size, 
which  are  partly  navigable  in  their  transit,  and 
which  unitedly  run  a  course  of  neai'ly  6000  miles. 
Besides  these,  there  are  more  than  4000  streams, 
or  rivulets,  which  are  not  navigable,  but  which 
abound  more  or  less  with  fish  of  various  kinds, 
and  which  traverse  the  kingdom  in  almost  every 
possible  direction.  Independent  of  all  these 
running  waters,  there  are  the  canals  and  still 
waters  about  the  fortification. 

The  canals  intersect  France  in  all  directions ; 
Borne  aie  more  than  500  miles  in  length,,  and 
swarm  with  fish  of  almost  every  kind.  In  many 
of  the  fortified  places,  the  numbers  of  fish,  such 
as  pike,  perch,  roach,  bleak,  eels,  «&c,  exceed  all 
belief,  and  the  waters  are  one  immense  sheet  of 
piscatory  life  and  animation. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  regretted  that  the  mayors 
of  the  different  villages  in  some  districts,  who  for 

*  These  extracts  are  from  a  scarce  book,  and  will  be 
useful  to  anglers  visiting  the  places  mentioned.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  have  any  more  recent  information  from  those 
who  can  supply  it. — Ed. 


the  most  part  are  small  farmers,  are  not 
sufficiently  strict  in  enforcing  the  laws  against 
poaching ;  and,  consequently,  abundance  of  trout 
are  caught  in  the  spawning  season,  at  times  when 
the  waters  are  discoloured  by  floods  and  rains,  by 
the  neighbouring  peasantry.  The  law,  however, 
is  not  to  blame. 

Belgium,  as  most  people  know,  is  a  very  flat 
country,  and,  consequently,  contains  few  rivers  of 
any  note — at  least,  in  the  angler's  estimation. 
The  Meuse  runs  through  the  upper  part,  on  its 
route  to  Holland.  The  Lys,  the  Scheldt,  the 
Dender,  and  the  Dyule  are  the  other  principal 
streams.  The  country  abounds  with  canals  and 
collections  of  still  waters,  which  cover  an  immense 
tract  of  country,  and  which  ai-e  replete  with 
innumerable  quantities  of  fish. 

The  law  in  Belgium  as  to  the  right  of  fishing 
with  the  rod,  and  the  various  modes  in  which 
that  right  may  be  exercised,  is  nearly  the  same  as 
the  law  of  France.  If  there  be  any  difference,  it  is 
in  favour  of  the-  liberty  of  the  subject  in  the 
former  country.  The  taste  for  the  amusing  and, 
indeed,  delightful  art,  is  more  generally  dissemi- 
nated in  Belgium  than  in  France ;  and  this 
naturally  secures  more  unrestrained  and  un- 
fettered movements. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  best  mode  of  travelling 
in  France  and  Belgium  for  angling  purposes  will, 
it  is  presumed,  be  of  use  to  the  general  reader. 

The  diligences  in  France  are  capacious  and  con- 
venient, and  are,  on  the  whole,  extremely  reason- 
able in  price;  and  there  are  very  few  populous 
villages  in  which  there  is  not  some  vehicle  or 
other,  which  will  enable  a  man  to  make  his  way 
from  one  stream  to  another  with  ease  and 
expedition. 

If  two  or  three  persons  travel  in  company,  they 
will  find  that  a  carriole,  hired,  for  a  few  days  or 
more,  will  prove  a  very  cheap  and  convenient 
mode  of  getting  over  the  ground  ;  because  it 
enables  the  angler  to  go  into  the  villages  on 
the  banks  of  rivers,  and  fish  such  portions  of  a 
stream  as  he  may  find  agreeable  or  convenient. 
The  general  price  of  these  carrioles  is  about  seven 
or  eight  francs  a  day,  with  one  franc  for  the  driver. 

This  is  the  whole  of  the  expense,  for  the  keep  of 
the  man  and  horse  is  at  the  cost  of  the  proprietor 
of  the  carriole. 

A  passport  is  an  indispensable  document  on 
foreign  travel,  and  the  Continental  angler  ought 
always  to  have  one  in  his  possession.  A  pair  of 
waterproof  boots  of  English  make  will  prove  very 
convenient  for  crossing  the  rivers  in  shallow 
places,  and  will  enable  him  to  traverse  the  banks 
of  streams  without  annoyance  when  incumbered 
with  thoms  or  brushwood.  Besides,  the  system 
of  irrigation,  which  is  extensively  carried  on  in 
most  of  the  villages  in  France  through  which 
rivers  flow,  requires  something  to  keep  out  the 
wet,  for  some  of  the  meadows  are  kept  in  a 
constant  state  of  sponginess  until  the  middle  of 
May  [or  June.  The  railways*  which  traverse 
this  Lilliputian  country — Belgium — from  one 
extremity  to  another  in  a  few  hours,  affords  the 
most  reasonable  and  convenient  mode  of  travelling 
possible ;  and  the  angler  can  be  at  no  loss  what- 
ever for  modes  of  conveyance  to  any  particular 
town,  or  more  obscure  parts  of  the  country. 

{To  be  contimied.)       ,  ■ 


SOME  VARIED  SPORT  ON  DARENTH 


Within  the  last  week  or  so  the  trout  of  this 
pretty  stream  have  given  us  quite  a  "variety 
entertainment," 

Some  very  good  fish  insisted  on  having  the 
Jenny  Spinner  and  nothing  else,  though  various 
flies  were  on.  This  was  one  angler's  experience, 
and  all  his  fish  were  fairly  large.  The  next  man 
got  his  fish  on  the  same  evening,  close  by,  on  all 
sorts  of  flies,  from  dry  Blue  Duns  to  wet  Coach- 
man, and  all  bis  fish  were  rather  small.  The 
next  evening  an  angler  started  on  the  Lion  water 
about  6  p.m.,  and  took  a  nice  fat  fish  at  once ; 
but  having  rashly  measured  it,  had  to  put  it  back, 
as  just  under  limit.  Glowing  with  conscious 
virtue,  he  continued  hopefully  his  fishing,  feeling 
sure  of  the  sport  he  deserved — and  didn't  get 
another  fish  all  the  evening  !  Perhaps  his  reward 
was  saved  up,  for  certain  it  is  that  he  did  get  two 
brace  on  the  next  evening,  and  with  a  dry  fly  over 
rising  fish,  which  is  after  all  the  most  satisfactory. 

One  more  evening  he  had,  and  the  ways  of  the 


trout  were  entirely  reversed.  Though  rising 
continuously,  they  wouldn't  take  the  slightest 
notice  of  any  artificial,  even  the  "  curse "  was 
useless,  though  the  flies  on  the  water  were  chiefly 
little  black  things.  After  wasting  two  hours 
over  these  provoking  fish,  our  friend  changed  his 
cast  for  a  wet  fly  one,  with  a  Coachman  and  a 
large  Soldier  Palmer.  These  were  still  neglected 
until  he  shifted  his  quarters,  but  at  the  other  end 
of  the  fishery  the  trout  seemed  to  come  on  with  a 
will  just  as  it  grew  dusk,  and  in  ten  minutes  two 
good  trout  were  landed  with  the  Soldier  Palmer, 
fished  wet  down  stream,  but  on  the  glides. 

Other  anglers  had  somewhat  sjjnilar  expe- 
riences ;  but  there  was;  it  seems,  a  really  good  rise 
at  midday,  and  one  man  got  three  brace,  chiefly 
a  little  below  the  place  where  sheep  washing  was 
going  on..  So  that  is  not  always  injurious  to 
sport,  though  it  certainly  is  so  sometimes.  The 
Quill  Gnat  (fished  dry)  and  the  Alder  (wet)  had 
been  doing  most  execution,  and  though  there 
were  five  or  six  anglers  at  least  on  the  Lion  water, 
nearly  all  had  more  or  less  sport,  and  most  of  the 
fish  were  sizeable,  the  9in.  or  lOin.  trout  of  last 
year  now  being  well  past  the  limit,  and  very  fat 
and  lively,  fighting  and  jumping,  and  pretending 
to  be  quite  lib.  a-piece. 

There  has  been  a  cold  north-east  wind  most  of 
the  week,  but  this  part  of  the  Darenth  is  beautifully 
sheltered  from  that  quarter.   J.  Paul  Taylor. 


A  BEAUTIFUL  LINE. 
Messrs.  Eaton  and  Deller,  of  6,  Crooked- 
lane,  E.C.,  and  1,  Bury-street,  St.  James's,  S.W., 
send  us  a  medium  size  40yds.  double  taper  reel 
line  for  dry  fly  work.  It  is  dressed,  they  inform 
us,  under  the  air  pump.  We  have  never  seen  a 
more  beautiful  looking  line — so  round  and  even. 
As  regards  the  dressing,  we  asked  Messrs.  Eaton 
and  Deller  if  they  could  guarantee  it  would  stand 
fair  wear.  They  replied :  "  We  can  safely 
guarantee  the  lines  against  fair  wear  and  tear.' 
If  desired,  they  will  send  out  the  lines,  fatted  with 
deer  fat,  ready  for  use.  Anglers  should  remember 
that  brass  rings  on  a  rod  are  ruination  to  any 
line,  as  they  quickly  work  into  grooves  with 
knife-like  edges.  Steel  snake  rings  for  the  rod  and 
steel  revolving  rings  for  the  top  will  double  or 
treble  the  life  of  a  good  line. 


JAMES  OGDEN'S  "  GEM"  MAYS. 

We  have  once  or  twice  suggested  to  Mr.  James 
Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham, 
that  he  should  make  some  of  his  favourite  "  Gem  " 
pattern  of  May  Fly  with  a  thin  straw  body  and 
plenty  of  hackle.  This  he  has  done,  and  he  now 
sends  us  some  green  and  grey  Gems,  which  are 
simply  first  class. 

In  a  note  with  them,  Mr.  Ogden  says :  "  We 
hardly  know  which  way  to  turn,  everybody  has 
gone  May  Fly  mad." 

From  reports  to  hand,  it  looks  as  if  next  week 
would  see  the  cream  of  the  May  Fly  season  on 
early  waters.   


THREE  BRACE  FROM  LAKE 
VYRNWY. 
Three  brace  of  lovely  plump  trout  came  to  our 
office  from  Miss  Davies,  the  manageress  of  Lake 
Vyrnwy  Hotel,  as  a  sample  of  the  sport  now  being 
had  there.  The  fish  weighed  41b.  in  our  office, 
and  we  are  very  glad  to  see  such  good  specimens,  as 
it  is  clear  proof  of  there  being  good  feeding  in  the 
lake. 


BISHOP'S  GRANULAR  EFFERVES- 
CENT CITRATE  OF  LITHIA. 
We  do  not  suffer  from  gout,  and  cannot  there- 
fore bear  personal  testimony  to  the  efficacy  of 
this  preparation.  But  the  Lancet  and  other 
authorities  speak  highly  of  it.  Dr.  Andrew 
Wilson,  for  instance,  says  :  "  Lithia  seems  to  act 
as  a  kind  of  specific  in  gout."  Anyway,  we  can 
vouch  for  its  being  a  very  pleasant  effervescent 
drink — in  fact,  it  is  sold  in  bottles  in  granular 
form  like  magnesia.  It  is  not  half  bad  with 
whiskey,  and  we  can  strongly  advise  anyone  who 
suffers  from  gout  to  obtain  through  their 
chemist's,  or  send  direct  to  Mr.  Alfred  Bishop, 
17,  Specks  Field,  Mile-end  New  Town,  London,  E., 
for  his  gratis  pamphlet  on  gout;  he  is  not  a  qtiack 
medicine  vendor,  but  a  scientific  chemist. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

§y  River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  8t.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Bemarks.  —  The  continued 
prevalence  of  cold  easterly  winds,  and  at  times  a  very  cold 
atmosphere,  have  almost  put  a  stop  to  trouting  in  the  river,  and, 
for  the  first  time  this  season,  up  to  Wednesday  not  a  single 
capture  has  been  reported ;  and  now  there  is  a  change  in  the 
wind,  with  a  threatened  rainfall,  the  result  may  end  in  a  satis- 
factory improvement.  I  have  heard  of  some  good  trout  having 
been  seen  on  the  move,  and  everything  to  assure  the  anglers  the 
fish  are  there.  There  is,  however,  an  interesting  item  from 
Teddington,  which  has  been  personally  communicated  to  me  by 
River  Inspector  G.  J.  Bough,  from  his  own  observation.  There 
has  been  what  is  termed  an  "eel-fare  "  at  Teddington,  and  on  a 
scale  that  has  not  been  seen  for  years  ;  and,  as  he  says,  wi'l 
cause  a  great  increase  in  the  quantity  of  eels  in  the  Thames.  In 

Houghton's  British  Freshwater  Fishes  "  the  writer  says  :  "  Eel- 
fare,  once  a  striking  and  remarkable  sight  in  the  Thames  no  longer 
exists  on  account  of  the  filthy  water  about  London,  in  which  it  has 
been  found  eels  cannot  live  any  length  of  time."  Mr.  Francis  has 
little  doubt  that  when  the  Thames  is  once  more  purified,  "  eel-fare  " 
will  in  time  recur  to  it.  Mr.  Rough  tells  me,  this  year  it  was  of  so 
extensive  a  character,  it  occupied  from  the  weir  down  to 
Messenger's  boathouse.  Of  course,  these  "eel-fares"  have 
existed  in  my  long  knowledge  of  the  river,  and  the  sight  is  a 
remarkable  one,  the  youDgsters  not  being  larger  than  a  needle, 
and  haDgiog  in  clusters  to  the  stones  like  leeches.  Independent 
of  the  prospect  of  a  good  supply  of  eels  in  the  river,  there  is  a 
proof  of  more  purified  water.  We  shall  soon  be  in  the  month 
when  the  general  angling  season  commences,  and  now.  the 
principal  fish  having  spawned  that  give  the  greater  sport  to  the 
anglers,  it  is  hoped  the  swans  and  ducks,  especially  the  latter, 
have  not  done  the  mischief  as  was  generally  expected,  and  the 
future  will  witness  a  very  good  season  for  all  classes  of  anglers, 
and  all  "united "  in  their  efforts  to  make  good  results.,  and 
evidence  by  grand  shows  of  fine  specimens  of  fish  the  grand  old 
river  is  still  well  stocked  with  all  kinds,  and  the  old  society  and 
the  new  one  are  both  doing  their  best  in  the  work  of  re-stocking. 
— B. 

  (Datchet). — With  the  change  in  the  weather  trout 

fishing  might  improve,  but,  personally,  I  find  it  just  about  good 
enough.  I  ran  a  rare  big  flsh  in  Windsor  Weir  on  the  22nd— first 
time  in  my  life  I  ever  fished  the  Windsor  Weir.  On  the  24th 
caught  a  beauty.  61b. ;  lost  another  as  big.  This  morning  I  was 
down  the  reach  ljere ;  a  couple  of  flsh  came  at  the  bait,  but  did 
not  take  it;  saw  one  caught  by  the  Old  Windsor  Weir. — G. 
LUMSDBN. 

 (Hampton  Cou.it). — William  Milbourne  writes  :  "  There 

has  not  been  any  trout  taken  this  last  week;  there  has  been  such 
heavy  gales  from  the  north-east,  which  have  been  much  against 
the  trout  fishing.  There  has  scarcely  been  any  odb  out,  but 
several  large  barbel  were  taken  in  fishing  for  trout,  and  all 
returned  to  the  river." — B. 

  (Kingston). — The  general  report  between  Sunbury  and 

Teddington  is  that  no  trout  have  been  taken,  and  from  other 
districts  a  complete  blank. — B. 

>  (Lechlade,  &c). — The  Thames  in  these  districts  is  in 

grand  orderfor  trouting.  The  Gray  Drake  was  up  here  thick  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  but  on  Monday  they  were  up  in  myriads 
along  both  banks  of  the  river,  whilst  the  big,  fat  Queen  DrakeB 
were  floating  in  hundreds  on  the  surface  of  the  water.  The 
Sherry  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  Bed  Alder,  Hawthorn,  and  Amber 
Cowdung  fly  were  also  on  the  water  ;  and  in  the  evening  it  was 
a  really  grand  sight  (near  Inglesham  Lock,  especially)  to  see  the 
chub,  roach,  dace,  trout,  and  bleak  rising  all  over  the  water.  At 
Radeot  Bridge,  Mr.  Harry  Humphreys  has  some  good  fishing,  and 
he  has  put  several  new  boats  on  the  water. — Rambler. 

  (Weybridge)  — Mr.  Burrows,  a  well  known  Thames 

angler  in  this  porti<  n  of  the  river,  has  kindly  contributed  about 
200  young  trout,  and  turned  them  into  the  Thames  ;  and  Major 
Arthur  Terry,  about  three  weeks  ago,  made  the  acceptable  con- 
tribution of  100  perch,  which  were  placed  in  the  river  at  Shepper- 
ton,  and  he  kindly  informs  me  he  will  put  200  more  in  the  Thames 
at  Moulsey.  Such  actions  as  these  are  entitled  to  much  apprecia- 
tion. Major  Terry,  during  the  last  week,  caught  three  trout 
from  21b.  to  2Jlb  each,  all  of  which  were  returned.— B. 

 (Windsor  District). — At  last  we  have  had  a  shower, 

but  ud  to  time  of  writing  only  sufficient  to  lay  the  dust.  Trout 
have  been  moving  during  the  past  few  days,  since  the  wind  veered 
round  to  west,  and  four  flsh  have  been  taken,  largest  oy  Lumsden, 
of  Datchet,  which,  from  what  I  could  see  of  it  as  it  lay  in  his  punt, 
must  have  been  nearly  61b.  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Windsor,  h>,  s  had 
one  4Jlb.  from  the  Windsor  weir  stream,  and  Mr.  Pritchard,  of 
Old  Windsor,  one  of  SJlb.  Another  flsh,  supposed  to  be  about 
41b.,  was  had  by  a  stranger  from  the  Windsor  weir.  A  large  flsh 
has  been  run  in  this  weir,  but  did  not  break  away,  simply  shook 
himself  free;  after  a  rest  he  will  come  again.  An  incident 
occurred  just  recently  on  a  May  Fly  stream  near  here  which  goes 
to  show  that  even  trout,  when  in  the  humour,  take  little  notice  of 
a  pricking.  A  flBh  had  risen  to  a  Summer  Duck  May  and  got 
pricked  ;  another  rod  coming  along  but  a  few  minutes  after  left  a 
large  May  and  the  gut  attachment  in  the  flsh  About  an  hour 
after  tbis  the  rod  which  first  rose  the  flsh  cast  over  him,  and 
hooking  him  well,  played  him  out,  and  returned  his  friend  the  lost 
fly,  which  had  been  carelessly  attached  to  the  cast.  The  flsh 
weighed  21b.  6oz.  The  river  here  is  in  good  order,  but  inclined  to 
be  bright;  rain  much  needfd,  though  the  Thames  Valley  is  now 
looking  Its  best.— B.  B.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District.— Owing  to  long  continued  drought, 
the  water  brooks  have  got  very  low,  but  we  had  a  little  welcome 
rain  yesterday  and  to-day  which  has  quite  altered  the  face  of 
nature.  Vegetation  is  a  full  month  later  than  last  year.  The 
Black  Gnat  is  now  on  in  goodly  numberB,  as  well  as  the  Alder 
and  Hawthorn.  My  son  (twelve)  caught  four  fine  trout  on 
Saturday.  The  largest  was  21b.  weight,  but  only  14in.  long,  being 
the  widest  and  thickest  trout  I  ever  saw  for  its  size.  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  catching  ten  trout  yesterday,  which  weighed  101b., 
being,  I  believe,  my  record  catch  for  so  small  a  number.  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  say  where  they  were  taken.  Six  of  them  were 
eaten  in  London  to-day.— Thomas  Ford  (Calstor). 

Biighton.— Boat  angling  has  now  commenced  in  earnest. 
Bream  are  being  tried  for,  but  catches  are  as  yet  chiefly  confined 
to  whiting  pout.— H. 

Bure  (Norfolk). — Angling  is  very  quiot  here  just  now.  I  am 
told  the  roach  over  81b.  recently  caught  was  an  enormously 
bloated  and  misshapen  flsh.  probably  hu  tiering  from  some  disease. 
The  capture  of  a  61b.  salmon  far  up  on  the  river  at  Stoke  Holy 
Cross  by  Mr.  Geoffrey  Buxton  with  a  Silver  Doctor  is  reported, 
and  (if  not  a  printor's  error  for  salmon  trout)  is  a  very  extra- 
ordinary incident  in  the  annals  of  Norfolk  angling.—  C.  W. 
Taylor. 

Carey  (Ashwater). — Evening  fishing  is  recommonded,  as 
the  flsh  do  not  rise  well  during  the  day.  The  river  is  very  low, 
but  there  have  been  a  few  small  catches,  including  one  of  fifteen. 
The  Alder  is  first  favourite.— Devonian. 


Coin  (Gloucestershire).— The  May  Fly  made  its  appear- 
ance on  the  Lower  Coin  on  the  20th  and  21st  inst ,  and  was  well 
up  at  Dudgrove  on  Saturday, the  22nd,  and  at  Fairford  by  the 
26th.  Mr.  Carbonell  creeled  some  good  trout  at  Dudgrove  on 
Friday,  and  again  on  Monday.  Mr.  John  Titley  had  3£  brace. 
Major  Battersby,  Mr  Clege,  and  Mr.  Grey  were  also  out  on  the 
Dudgrove  length  with  sport.  Mr.  Carbonell  andother  anglers  also 
did  well  here  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  On  Sunday  the  Green 
Drake  made  its  appearance  at  Fairford,  and  was  very  well  on  on 
Monday  and  the  following  days.  Whitsuntide  anglers  will  be 
just  about  in  the  tail  of  the  Grey  Drake  — Pan. 

Cornish  Streams. — The  weather  is  still  all  against  fishing, 
and  the  waters  are  dropping  back  very  fast.  A  few  dishes  of 
about  a  dozen  each  have  been  made  on  each  of  the  rivers,  but 
good  catches  will  not  be  prevalent  until  there  is  a  change.  Peal 
are  running  in  small  quantities,  but  the  same  circumstances 
prevent  their  sporting.  Only  a  few  have  yet  been  taken  in  the 
nets  at  the  mouths  of  the  Tavy  and  Plym.  Those  that  were  taken 
weighed  fr-  m  81b.  down  to  21b.  In  the  fresh  water  only  an 
occasional  flsh  has  been  got.  The  change  of  the  wind,  however, 
may  bring  rain,  and  if  it  does,  there  is  certain  to  be  sport. — 
Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham  and  Korton  Kirby).— Though 
the  May  Fly  had  not  made  its  appearance  up  to  the  25th,  sport 
has  been  decidedly  good,  and  most  of  the  anglers  on  the  Lion 
water  did  fairly  well.  One  had  three  brace,  and  others  from  one 
to  two  brace  for  an  evening's  fishing.  Most  of  my  flsh  were  from 
Jib.  to  lib.,  and  they  took  the  Blue  Dun  and  the  Sedge  (dry),  and 
the  coachman  (wet).  There  is  a  fair  chance  of  a  continuance  of 
sport,  even  if  we  do  not  have  the  May  Fly  just  yet.  The  water  is 
now  a  little  lower  and  clear.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District). — There  was  some  capital 
sport  during  the  early  part  of  this  week,  the  river  being  in  nice 
trim.  In  the  evenings  flsh  rose  freely  to  the  small  black  fly  and 
gentle.  Many  anglers  also  used  the  caterpillar  with  considerable 
success.  Mr.  E.  Distin  basketed  two  and  a  half  dozen  on  Monday, 
and  two  dozen  each  fell  to  the  share  of  Messrs.  A.  M.  Champer- 
nowne  and  H.  Punchard,  on  the  Dartington  waters.  Mr.  H.  Distin 
creeled  a  n>ce  lot,  including  a  lovely  flsh  of  18oz.  One  trout, 
which  certainly  would  have  scaled  over  21b.,  got  away,  and  Mr. 
E.  Distin  had  his  tackle  broken  twice  by  big  flsh.  Mr.  E.  Ackrell 
secured  nine  brace  in  splendid  condition.  The  May  Fly  and  Bed 
Palmer  is  also  being  used.  A  number  of  visitors  are  down  for  the 
fishing,  and  just  now  are  getting  a  good  time  at  it.  Around 
Buckfastleigh  and  Ashburton  sport  is  brightening,  and  Mr.  Pethy- 
bridge  a  day  or  two  since  got  twelve  brace  of  fine  flsh.  In  the 
moorland  streams  a  lot  of  well  conditioned  flsh  are  being  killed. — 
Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams. — Although  some  of  the  livers  are 
getting  low  others  are  in  capital  fishing  trim.  Ihe  Dart  has  been 
affording  fine  sport  this  week,  the  trout  taken  being  of  good 
weight  and  in  the  pink  of  condition,  and  have  included  several 
over  a  pound.  Big  flBh  have  also  been  creeled  in  the  Mid-Taw  at 
Eggesford.  The  days  are  too  bright  for  fishing,  but  evening 
angling  has  proved  successful  on  the  southern  streams  with  the 
Peacock  Blue,  Alders,  &c.  I  hear  some  flsh  taken  from  the 
Tavy  were  not  in  the  best  of  condition.  Catches  on  the  Tamar 
include  one  of  over  sixty.  Reports  from  the  north  are  not  very 
satisfactory  ;  in  fact,  it  must  be  some  time  since  that  so  few  fish 
were  being  taken.  Fair  baskets  have  been  made  in  the  north- 
west streams,  but  from  all  over  the  county  we  hear  of  the  scaroity 
of  salmon.  In  the  Taw,  Torridge,  and  Teign  the  net  men  have  killed 
a  few.  Peal  are  commencing  to  run,  and  several  have  been 
creeled  in  the  south.— Devonian. 

Eden  (Carlisle). — Up  to  Tuesday  last  the  weather  con- 
tinued ory,  with  hot  sun  in  the  daytime,  and  temperature  down 
to  33°  at  night.  The  Creeper  has  been  far  the  most  killing  lure, 
and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made.  The  best  I  have  heard 
of  was  one  of  17|lb.  of  trout  by  Mr.  Humble,  at  Armathwaite. 
Creepers  are  getting  scarce  now,  and  the  Stone  Fly  and  worm 
will  soon  be  the  best  baits,  though  the  fly  and  bustard  should  do 
well  after  dusk.  On  May  10,  Mr.  Joseph  Fox  caught  two  salmon 
in  the  Coope  stream,  61b.  and  91b. ;  and  on  the  11th  he  got 
another  small  one,  61b.  A  short  time  since  Mr.  Smith,  staying  at 
Low  House,  killed  three  flsh  one  day,  71b.,  81b.,  121b.  This  is  a 
wonderful  performance  for  May.  Sea  trout  are  now  running 
pretty  well,  and  salmon  of  the  summer  migration  are  also  coming 
forward.  Messrs.  Duvan  had  a  splendid  flsh,  401b.,  on  their  slab 
on  Tuesday.  We  have  had  a  fine  rain,  which  may  move  the 
liver  a  little.  The  water  wants  sweetening  and  the  bottom  clear- 
ing out,  but  nothing  less  than  a  2ft.  rise  will  do  this.  Trout  are 
now  in  splendid  condition. — Silver  Grey. 

Esk  (Whitby).— Since  my  last  report  this  river  has  not 
altered  in  condition.  Several  heavy  showers  of  rain  have  fallen, 
but  have  had  no  material  effect  upon  the  water,  which  is  still  low 
and  clear.  Mr.  J.  Wright  has  grassed  four  brace;  whilst  Mr. 
Marks  and  others  have  had  fair  sport. — J.  Jackson. 

Eze  and  Canal  (Exeter). — A  few  light  showers  have  fallen 
during  past  twenty-four  hours,  but  fear  it  will  not  materially 
improve  matters,  the  river  having  been  very  low.  Sport  under 
such  conditions  has  not  been  specially  lively,  the  best  fish 
apparently  falling  to  the  minnow  fisher  late  at  night.  A  cnuple  of 
days'  rain  would  be  generally  welcomed  just  now. — Red  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  reports  of 
sport  in  the  uplands  are  not  as  good  as  they  might  be.  The 
streams  are  beginning  to  suffer  from  want  of  rain,  and  though 
there  has  been  more  bright  sunshine  than  usual,  the  cold  nights 
have  kept  the  temperature  of  the  water  low.  Most  of  the  trout 
caught  are  taken  by  bottom  baits,  and  the  flies  about  are  by  no 
means  numerous.  The  best  lure  is  undoubtedly  the  Cowdung 
Fly,  but  there  are  now  others  to  be  found  which  now  and  again 
would  be  successful  under  favourable  conditions.  Some  odd 
decent  takes  are  reported  from  the  Gwash. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — Trouting  on  the  Idle  has  not  been  so 
good  this  year  as  usually  is  the  case,  but  a  slight  improvement  is 
reported  from  the  waters  below  Retford.  Several  nice  flsh  have 
been  banked  here  over  lib.  each  during  the  week,  but  the  best 
results  are  got  by  those  who  use  maggots  instead  of  flies.  The 
same  remarks  apply  to  the  fishing  at  Lound ;  and  here,  on  the 
private  water,  dace  have  been  giving  sport.  Those  who  have 
tried  the  Ryton  complain  of  tho  lownoss  and  brightness  of  the 
water.  Only  the  finest  tackle,  and  the  greatest  caution  in  fishing, 
will  secure  any  fish.  In  the  Southwell  district  odd  takes  are 
reported,  but  mostly  taken  bottom  fishing. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (N.  Wale^). — Bright,  warm  weather  has 
been  the  rule  during  the  past  week,  and  angling  has  been  good. 
On  the  18th  inst.,  Mr.  L.  Garnett  took  fourteen  flsh,  81b.  12oz. ; 
Mr.  Lloyd,  nine,  61b.  9oz. ;  Mr.  Townshend,  seven,  41b.  8oz. ;  Col. 
Doncaster,  six,  41b.  12oz.;  Mis.  Doncaster,  flvo,  41b.;  Messrs. 
Nops  and  Doughty,  six.  31b.  12oz. ;  Capt.  Macbean.  two,  lib.  12oz. 
On  the  19th,  seventy-five  fish,  weighing  D3Jlb ,  were  taken  by  nino 
rods :  Mr.  L.Garnettcreeled  twenty- two,  161b.  8oz. ;  Col.  Doncantor, 
eleven,  71b.  8oz. ;  Mrs.  Doncaster,  nine,  61b.  loz  ;  Capt.  Macbean, 
Bix,  41b.  2oz  ;  Mr.  Watts,  two,  lib.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Nops,  seven,  51b.  3oz. ; 
and  Mr.  Townshend,  fourteen,  101b.  On  the  20th,  eighty-three  tlsb, 
scaling  54 Jib.  were  taken:  Mr.  L.  Garnett  accounted  for  twenty- 
three,  141b. ;  Col.  and  Mrs  Doncaster,  sixteen,  101b.  loz.  ,  Capt. 
Macbean,  twelve,  81b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Doughty,  seven,  41b.  loz.  ;  Mr. 
Townshend,  nine,  61b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Watts,  four,  31b, ;  and  Mr.  Lloyd, 
seven.  41b.  12oz.  On  the  21st,  fifty-four  flsh,  weighing  371b.  2oz., 
were  killed;  Mr.  L.  Garnett  took  fourteen,  91b.  2oz.  ;  Mr.  Town- 
shend, ten,  61b.  12oz.  ;  Colonel  Donoaster,  twelve,  81b.  4oz.  ; 
Messrs.  Nops  and  Doughty  ,  ten,  61b.  8oz. ;  Capt.  Martin,  four, 
31b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Letster,  four,  31b.  12oz.  On  the  22nd  there  was 


little  or  no  breeze,  and  only  forty  flsh  were  taken;  Messrs.  Nops 
and  Doughty  creeled  eleven,  weighing  81b  loz. ;  Messrs.  Henty, 
nine,  71b  2oz, ;  Mr.  Watts,  sixteen,  111b.  loz.  ;  and  Mr.  Bradley, 
four,  21b.  4oz.  On  the  24th,  sixty-eight  flsh,  weighing  451b  15oz.. 
were  creeled ;  Messrs.  Henty  took  twenty-two,  weighing  131b.  15oz. ; 
Capt.  MartiD,  six,  41b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Watts,  four,  21b.  7oz.  ;  Messrs. 
Nops  and  Doughty,  eleven,  71b.  3oz. ;  Mr.  Nimmo,  thirteen. 
91b.  12oz. ;  and  Mr.  Ward,  twelve,  81b.  9oz.— LONG  Drift. 

Lea. — There  is  again  little  sport  to  report  among  the  Lea 
trout,  but  as  the  weather  appears  to  have  taken  a  turn  for  the 
better,  and  warm  rains  have  fallen,  prospects  look  decidedly 
brighter.  Fly  fishers  ought  now  to  score,  especially  on  tbe  Beane 
tributary  and  the  Amwell  Magna.  The  May  Fly  has  already  been 
met  with  on  the  former  stream.  A  very  nice  trout  has  been 
caught  at  Dobb's  Weir,  Hoddesdon.  by  Mr.  A.  Hendon,  a  member 
of  the  Mildmay  Angling  Society.'  It  weighed  5 Jib.,  and  was 
taken  spinning.  A  31b.  trout  has  also  been  caught  in 
ihe  St.  Margaret's  district  Sport  is  reported  quiet  in  the 
Hertford  waters.  An  eel  weighing  about  2£lb.,  has  been 
landed  there  by  Mr.  A.  Savage,  and  good  eels  have  also 
been  captured  in  other  parts  of  the  river.  The  jack  in  the 
Lea  are  proving  rather  troublesome  by  "  going  for "  baits 
intended  for  Salmo  fario,  and  at  Dobb'B  Weir,  Mr.  Scott,  on 
Saturday,  landed  and  returned  four  jack.  He  also,  while  spinning 
for  trout,  foul  hooked  a' fine  bream  of  about  41b.,  which  wa 
safely  returned.  A  few  trout  have  been  secured  in  the  Beane 
but  mostly  in  private  waters.  One  flsh  caught  in  the  Upper 
Beane  scaled  2flb.  The  Lea  is  bright,  and  fine  tackle  is  necessary 
when  live  baiting  or  spinning.  Large  numbers  of  coarse  flsh 
have  been  seen  at  the  weirs  scouring  themselves. 

Leach  (Gloucestershire).— Some  fine  trout  have  been 
creeled  on  this  beautiful  stream,  the  drake  having  been  up  for 
some  days.  Mr.  Luckman  and  his  son  and  Mr.  Powell  have  been 
having  good  sport  on  the  Laogford  waters,  Mr.  John  Barton  at 
Fifleld,  and  Lockwood  and  Mr  Dyke  have  been  at  Lechlade  Mill. 
Best  flies-.  Bizzer,  May  Flies,  Egyptian  Goose,  Summer  Duck, 
Alder,  and  Red  Spinner. — L. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  still  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has  turned  warm, 
and  some  showers  of  rain  have  been  had  in  the  district,  which 
has  refreshed  the  rivers  and  improved  the  prospect  of  sport. 
The  flsh  are  now  well  on  the  feed,  and  are  rising  well  at  the  OrJ, 
Yellow  Dun,  Wickham,  Spinners,  and  Browns.  May  Fly  is  now 
coming  up,  and  the  trout  are  beginning  to  feed  on  them,  and 
May  Fly  fishing  will  be  brisk  by  the  end  of  the  week,  and 
good  baskets  of  trout  will  be  landed. — Gwynne. 

Lug?,  Arrow,  and  Finsley  (Xingsland).— Biver3  are 
clear  and  in  fair  order.  Weatber  has  been  against  sport,  but  a 
change  for  the  better  has  now  taken  place,  and  as  the  May  Fly 
has  begun  to  show  up,  and  will  most  probably  be  fully  on  next 
week,  good  sport  amongst  the  trout  is  looked  forward  for.  The 
Orl,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Orange  Palmer  are  all  on  ;  and  for  evening. 
Spinners,  Owls,  Caddis,  and  Coachman  are  best.  Some  fair 
baskets  made  with  the  minnow. — R.  T.  Williams. 

Mid  Xaw  (Eggesford).  —  Notwithstanding  the  bright 
weather,  some  very  fair  baskets  have  been  taken.  Gen.  Timbrell, 
staying  at  the  Fox  and  Hounds  Hotel,  took  nine  very  nice  flsh  on 
Wednesday  morning  with  th")  fly.  The  proprietor  took  four 
flsh,  weighing  21b.  9oz.,  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  heaviest  beibg 
15oz. — F.  A.  M. 

Norfolk  Rivers  and  Broads.— Some  good  catches  of 
roach  and  bream  have  been  obtained  on  the  Bure,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Salhouse  and  Wroxham.  On  Saturday  last  a  Norwich  gentle- 
man took  thirty  nice  roach,  ranging  from  ^lb.  to  ljlb.,  at 
Salhouse,  and  on  the  same  day  another  angler  took  701b.  of  good 
bream  at  the  same  place.  Other  bags  of  from  301b.  to  601b.  of 
flsh  have  been  secured  by  different  anglers.  Trout  fishing,  of 
which  we  have  only  a  little  in  this  county,  has  been  at  a  stand- 
still owing  to  want  of  rain,  the  water  in  the  upper  parts  of  the 
rivers  being  very  low  and  bright.  The  main  rivers  are  in  good 
condition  for  coarse  fishing,  and  some  sport  may  yet  be  obtained 
for  a  week  or  two,  as  neither  the  roach  nor  bream  appear  to  bo 
near  spawning  yet. — A.  J.  Rudd. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  has  run  very 
low  and  fine,  but  some  very  nice  catches  have  been  made  during 
the  last  week  between  this  and  Tipton  St.  John.  The  rise  is  not 
certain,  and  cannot  be  depended  upon,  but  occasionally  the  flsh 
take  well  in  the  forenoon  as  well  as  in  the  evening.  The  small 
Red  Spinner,  Red  Quill  Gnat,  and  Hare's  Ear  are  useful.  There 
is  to-day  (26th)  an  appearance  of  rain,  which  is  much  needed. 
Sea  fishing  very  poor. — Heron. 

Otter  (Honiton). — The  river  is  very  low,  and  it  is  only  in 
the  evening  that  any  trout  can  be  taken.  The  deep  pools  are  the 
best  spots  to  whip.    Fish,  however,  are  plentiful. — Devonian. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury).— The  water  is  in  splendid  order 
for  fly  fishing,  and  as  the  weather  has  been  delightfully  fine 
anglers  have  been  out  in  force.  Trout  fishing  has  been  better 
this  season  than  has  been  the  case  for  several  years.  All  the 
well  known  fords  have  yielded  good  trout,  some  weighing  as 
much  as  31b.  or  41b.  each.  The  heaviest  flsh  have  been  taken  on 
the  minnow;  but,  nevertheless,  fly  fishers  have  had  a  fair  share 
of  sport.  The  few  showers  of  rain  which  fell  on  Wednesday 
have  been  beneficial.  One  or  two  salmon  have  been  observed  in 
the  river.  At  Cound  a  flsh  of  151b.  was  recently  netted,  and  also 
a  pike  of  about  the  same  weight. — Hafren. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymy nech).  — 
The  first  really  good  rise  of  flsh  in  these  streams  was  on 
Saturday  lust,  when  anglers  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  out 
returned  home  with  their  baskets  literally  crammed.  Small  May 
Flies  were  out,  and  the  trout  were  fairly  on  for  gorging  them- 
selves. The  best  sport  was  obtained  in  the  early  morning  and 
Ute  evening,  but  during  the  heat  of  the  day  very  little  was  done. 
The  most  successful  flits  were  the  Drakes,  Coch-y-bondhu,  Alder, 
and  small  Dun.  The  rivers  continue  very  low  and  bright,  and 
the  weather  very  warm,  but  at  present  there  are  signs  of  a  speedy 
change,  and  rain  will  be  heartily  welcomed.  Now  that  the  water 
is  so  low  and  bright  a  large  number  of  pike  are  to  be  seen  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  Tanat  — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— With  the  wind  still  in 
the  east  there  is  but  little  to  record  from  this  district.  At 
Aldingbourne  Mill  Pond,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Thos.  J.  Heath,  of 
Westharrpnett,  took  a  nice  trout  of  31b.  with  fly.  The  flsh  was  on 
view  at  Bycrley's,  East-street,  Chichester,  and  Bh'iwed  marks  of 
rough  UBage  from  pike  or  perch.  In  the  Fishing  Gazelle  I  noticed 
some  years  ago  the  fallacy  of  stocking  water  with  trout  and  pike. 
This  is,  I  uuderstand,  the  only  trout  taken  from  this  water  for 
some  long  time.  In  the  canal  the  pike  and  perch  have  spawned, 
and  the  roach  are  well  forward.  Myriads  of  flsh  can  be  seen, 
some  heavy  carp  among  th' m.  Smelt  fishing  in  Chichester 
harbour  has  been  very  successful.  From  five  to  eight  dozen  have 
been  taken  by  one  rod  at  a  tide.  The  small  bass  are  now  coming 
in,  and  smelt  fishing  will  soon  be  over.-  Ghorqe  F.  Salter. 

Teifl  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  still  con- 
tinues in  a  very  low  state,  and  sport  with  trout  consequently  vary 
poor.  Grayling  were  introduced  in  the  upper  reaches  of  this 
river  a  few  years  ago,  and  we  trust  they  will  in  time  give  a  nice 
varioty  to  the  sport  . — H. 

Teign.— In  the  upper  wators  sport  has  been  fairly  good, 
especially  above  Ashton.  Baskets  have  averaged  up  to  threo 
dozen,  and  the  flsh  are  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  Lower 
Teign,  as  is  usually  the  case,  is  providing  but  poor  sport. 

Teme  (Ludlow).— The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still  running 
clear,  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  lifts  been  beautiful  and  flue,  and  suitable  for  anglers  to 
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get  out,  and  there  has  been  a  good  number  of  rods  out.  The 
trout  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  have  rose  at  the  Orl,  Hed 
Spinner,  Blue  Dun,  Wickham,  and  Browns.  May  Ply  has  now 
begun  to  come  up,  and  the  trout  are  beginning  to  take  them  well, 
and  by  the  end  of  the  week  May  Fly  fishing  will  be  in  full  swing, 
and  good  baskets  of  fish  will  bo  landed.  Minnow  Ashing  lias 
been  successful,  and  good  trout  taken.  Worm  fishing  has  been 
good  in  the  evening.  In  the  water  at  Ludford,  on  Monday,  a  nice 
dish  of  trout  were  taken  with  the  Orl.  In  the  Asbl'ord  water,  on 
Tuesday,  trout  were  taking  May  Fly  well,  and  some  large  fish 
landed.  Rain  fell  on  Tuesday  night  and  Wednesday,  and  im- 
proved the  prospects  of  sport.  In  the  water  at  Steventon,  on 
Wednesday,  some  very  nice  fish  were  taken  with  the  fly. — S. 
Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  the  water  in  this  part  the  prospects 
for  fishing  have  improved.  The  weather  has  been  warmer,  and 
the  trout  are  rising  better  and  taking  fly  well.  A  good  few  anglers 
have  been  out  this  week,  and  May  Fly  fishing  is  now  coming  on. 
Trout  are  feeding  on  them,  and  by  Saturday  trout  will  scarcely 
take  any  other  bait,  and  some  good  lots  of  trout  may  be  expected 
to  be  taken.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  tried.  On  Wednesday  some 
good  trout  were  landed  with  the  May  Fly.  The  prospects  for  sport 
are  good  at  present. — Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— The 
river  here  is  in  capital  order,  and  the  Drake  has  been  up  for  some 
days.  A  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  on  the  public  Swan 
waters,  and  also  on  the  Williamstrip  Park,  Barnsley,  Wisson. 
Ablington,  and  Bibury  Court  waters.  Good  sport  in  several 
instances  is  being  had,  the  trout  rising  freely  in  the  evening  at  the 
Grey  Drake  and  Alder.  Best  flies  .-  Egyptian  Goose  and  Summer 
Duckwing,  Buzzer  May  Flies,  Sherry  Spinner  (Lockwood's 
pattern).  Red  Spinner,  Alder,  and  Black  Gnat.— Sherry  Spinner. 

Upper  Tamar. — The  Alder  fly  has  been  doing  well  in  the 
evenings  of  this  week,  the  Red  Spinner  and  Peacock  Blue  being 
also  used.  Large  numbers  of  dace  are  in  the  river.  One  rod  had 
a  basket  of  sixty-four  (including  six  dace)  after  a  day's  fishing, 
principally  with  the  Alder.  When  the  sun  gets  off  the  water  the 
fish  rise  well,  but  the  fish  taken  do  not  weigh  over  8oz  ,  although 
the  size  is  up  to  the  average  for  this  river. 

Usk  (Abargavenny).— Water  still  low  and  clear.  Have  not 
heard  of  any  sport.   Rain  wanted  badly. — E.  J.  Delafield. 

Usk  and.  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— River  at  present 
is  very  low;  a  good  flood  is  wanted  very  much  just  now. 
Baskets  of  101b.  and  lislb.  were  caught  last  week  with  the  small 
worm.    Trout  are  rising  fairly  well  to  the  fly  during  the  evening. 

— PONTSENNY. 

Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).— Carp  fishing  has  fairly 
started  here.  Mr.  Montague,  of  Duke  of  Westminster,  Battersea, 
carp,  31b.  9$ez.  ;  Mr.  Bovie,  carp,  31b.  4|oz.,  two  or  three  breok 
aways.  Paste  best  bait.  Eels,  in  the  evening,  are  running.  Mr. 
C.  Smith,  7Jlb.,  61b.,  and  others  catching  two  and  three  in  the 
evening.  J.  Hearsey,  Wimbledon,  several  catches  of  dace  with 
fly,  evening  fishing.  Mr.  J.  Enright  can  be  seen  every  morning 
salmon  casting  between  ten  and  one  o'clock  with  his  celebrated 
spliced  Castleconnell  rods.  Mr.  J.  Garlick,  proprietor  of  Wimble- 
don Lake,  is  giving  bis  usual  prize  of  £1  for  heaviest  carp  taken 
up  to  June  16,  inclusive. — A.  Newham. 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  ( Lincolnshire).— The 
sport  among  the  trout  of  the  district  is  not  what  may  be  called 
satisfactory,  though  better  than  a  week  ago.  Up  to  Tuesday 
taere  has  been  no  rain,  and  the  brooks,  as  a  consequence,  have 
been  running  low  and  clear,  and  fish  have  taken  a  lot  of  tempting. 
The  cold  nights  have  kept  the  quantity  of  flies  down,  and  only 
the  Cowdung  fly  has  done  anything,  though  the  Alder  and  the 
Hawthorn  flies  are  getting  plentiful.  Only  a  few  brace  of  fish  are 
reported.  From  the  stations  on  the  Witham  I  learn  that  experts 
are  of  opinion  that  there  will  be  some  chance  of  sport  when  the 
season  opens.  Roach  and  dace  have  both  spawned,  and  bream 
are  very  forward. — Luci. 

Wye  Builth  Wells).— The  river  is  much  too  low  for  salmon 
fishing:  A  few  baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken ;  evening  fishing 
best,  with  Quill  Dun  and  Alder  flies.  Mr.  Tom  Price  and  Mr. 
Newcome,  fishing  on  the  lake  near,  killed  a  flue  carp.  First  seen 
in  the  district.  Giving  the  fish  several  blows  on  the  head,  they 
placed  it  in  the  basket,  fished  again  for  an  hour,  then  they  had  to 
walk  home,  three  miles.  On  showing  the  fish  to  a  friend  they 
found  it  was  still  alive.   It  lived  three  days.— W.  B.  Roberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealg-ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg-,  N.B.).— 

Good  sport  in  trout  angling  iB  now  being  got  on  the  neighbouring 
lochs.  On  1,8th,  Messrs.  Ganby  and  Thompson,  Kirkby-Stephen, 
Westmoreland,  fished  together  on  Loch  Cama,  and  landed  13J!b. 
of  trout;  and  on  19th,  on  Loch  TTrigill,  six  and  a  quarter  dozen, 
aggregating  25 Jib.  On  20th,  Mr.  R.  B.  Thompson,  on  Loch 
TTrigill,  thirty -three  trout,  111b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Thompson  and 
Gandy,  fifty-eight,  19£lb.  On  21st,  Mr.  R,  B.  Thompson,  on  Loch 
Boarlan,  had  7  Jib.  trout;  and  Messrs.  Thompson  and  Gandy, 
171b.    Weather  now  improving. — B.  j* 

Awe. — On  the  Taynuilt  Hotel  waters,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
Buchanan  had  a  salmon,  131b. :  Capt.  Henniker  had  one,  211b., 
on  the  19th ;  Mr.  Mills,  one,  ltilb.,  on  the  22nd;  and  Dr.  Moon, 
another  of  201b. — D.  MACDONAI.D. 

Border  Esk.— Although  the  fine  weather  has  reduced  this 
river  and  its  tributaries  to  very  small  proportions,  good  sport  is 
being  had.  Sea  trout,  which  are  becoming  gradually  more 
numerous,  are  affording  fair  sport  both  in  the  Esk  and  L'ddle.  In 
the  Canonbie  waters,  Mr.  McEwan  had  one  weighing  lib.  At  a 
night  fishing^  Mr.  Wm.  Irving  creeled  one  in  Tommy's  pool  with 
small  troutfly.  At  dusk,  an  angler  in  the  reserved  water  had  a 
good  sea  trout  below  Langholm  with  worm,  weighing  21b.  In  the 
mid-reaches  Mr.  Wm.  Beattie  has  had  good  baskets  of  yellow 
trout,  killing  one  of  lib.,  and  others  Jib  each.  Fishing  in 
Meggie's  pool.  Liddle,  Mr.  J.Graham,  Crookholm,  had  a  nice  sea 
trout,  ljlb.  Good  sport  is  being  had  in  the  Liddle  with  yellow 
trout.  Capt.  Liston  and  Mr.  Whitfield,  Carlisle,  have  had  some 
good  baskets.  Mr.  Boa  had  a  flue  basket  in  the  lower  reaches 
below  Penton.  Mr.  Roberts  and  Mr.  Wilson  have  had  good  sport. 
A  Cirencester  angler  has  had  great  success  in  the  tributaries, 
killing  lOOtroutata  flsbing. 

CapelCu'ig'  (Cobden's  Hotel).— Rain  wanted  badly,  but 
trout  in  the  Llugwy  and  lakes  been  rising  freely  at  times.  Best 
basketB:  Mr.  Nichols,  thirty-two,  Friday  last;  and  Mr.  E. 
Pritchard,  three  trout  over  lib.,  and  one  of  lib.  6oz.  Mr.  E. 
Cobden  killed  seventy  fish  in  two  days. — Bf!  Oi  H. 

Carron,  Easter  Boss  (Ardgay,  N.B.).—  Owing  tobright, 
dry  weather,  sport  has  fallen  off.  On  17th,  Mr.  W.  Allia-Smith, 
of  (Jlencalvle,  landed  en  81b.  salmon  on  the  Glencalvie  wator ; 
Admiral  Albert  Hastings  Markham,  R.N.,  had  oneonAsflatLodgo 
water :  and  Mr.  Coupland,  Cresswell  Gardens,  Kensington,  one, 
on  Uruinards  water.  On  18th,  Admiral  Markham  caught  two 
salmon;  Mr.  Allis-Bmith,  of  (Jlencalvic,  one;  and  Mr.  John 
Matheson,  on  Mr.  Coupland's  rod,  one.  On  19th,  Admiral  Mark- 
ham had  one  salmon.  On  20tb,  Mr.  Allls-Smith  landed  two  of  81b. 
e*ch:  and  Mr.  St.  Vincent  Peel,  Balnagown  Arms,  one,  on  Inver- 
charron  water.  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith  had  a  salmon  of  8}lt>.  on 
21nt;  and  two,  weighing  8  lib.  and  71b.,  on  22nd.  Monday  this 
week  was  blank,  but  Tuesday  showed  signs  of  a  change  for  the 
better.— B. 

Deveron  (Banffshire).— Throughout  the  week  the  net 
fishing  on  the  river  Deveron  and  the  adjacent  coast  slightly 
improved,  and  eight  boxes  of  fish  wore  sent  to  the  markets. 
Grilse  are  ascending  the  river,  and  a  few  have  been  got  to  the 


nets.  The  water  is  becoming  too  low  for  successful  angling.  At 
the  half  yearly  meeting  of  the  District  Fishery  Board,  at  Banff, 
on  Monday,  the  clerk  submtt'ed  the  judgment  of  the  cr  urt  in  the 
special  case  between  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Fife  and  the  Fishery 
Board,  by  which  his  grace  was  found,  when  called  upon  to  do  so 
by  the  board,  to  widen  the  cruives  on  the  Deveron  to  a  width  of 
4ft.  each.  It  was  then  agreed  to  formally  call  upon  the  duke  to 
widen  the  cruives,  in  keeping  with  the  judgment,  before  July  31. 
— H.  W. 

Isla  (Perthshire).— The  water  is  still  far  too  low  and  clear, 
but  the  weather  is  much  waimer,  and  as  there  is  now  more  insect 
life  trout  rise  more  freely,  but  the  sport  will  not  bo  altogether 
satisfactory  before  the  wind  changes  to  th  e  south-west  and  melts 
the  snow  on  the  hills.  During  the  week  many  anglers  have  been 
out.  Alex.  Sadler,  Queich,  had  19Jlb.  ;  W.  Patience,  Alyth, 
1441b. ;  P.  Ramsay  and  W.  Smart,  Banff,  71b. ;  P.  B.  Fleming, 
Alyth,  U jib.  Messrs.  T.  Milne,  John  J.  Turnbull,  John  Forbes, 
James  Ross,  and  A.  Soutar,  Dundee;  and  Messrs.  W.  Brown  and 
Bryce,  Kerriemuir,  have  had  very  fair  sport. — IasgAir. 

Kinloch  Bannoch.— From  the  DunalasUir  Hotel  on 
Thursday  of  last  week,  Mr.  Marriage,  from  Chelmsford,  caught  a 
line  trout  weighing  51b.,  also  other  six  weighing  4Jlb.  On  the 
same  day  Mr.  McMurtrie,  from  Manchester,  had  five  trout;  Mr. 
Stewart  took  seven  trout.  Friday,  Mr.  McMurtrie,  six  trout ;  Mr. 
Stewart,  eight  trout.  Monday,  Mr.  Rankin,  Aberfeldy,  six  trout; 
Mr.  McMurtrie,  nine  trout.  Tuesday,  for  a  short  time.  Col. 
Bibbeck  caught  five  trout:  Mr.  McMurtrie  had  a  splendid  trout 
weighing  G Jib.  ;  Mr.  Shand,  from  Liverpool,  eleven  trout;  Mr. 
Robertson,  of  the  Bath  Hotel,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Scouller  had 
each  Ave  trout.  The  river  and  loch  is  now  in  splendid  ply  for 
fishing. — E.  B. 

Loch  Awe.— The  following  are  the  takes  by  gentlemen  out 
from  the  Taycreggan  Hotel  on  May  25  :  Mr.  Clegg,  Wem.  twelve 
trout,  51b.  8oz.,  and  one  trout  weighing  61b. — William  J. 
Cameron. 

Loch  Awe  (Argyleshire.)— On  loth,  Capt.  Allen,  Altrin- 
cham,  twenty-two  trout;  Messrs.  Allen,  Altrincham,  nine  trout. 
19th,  Col.  Rebbeck,  Bournemouth,  one  Salmo  /erox,  51b.  20th, 
Rev.  Mr.  Percival,  nine  trout;  Messrs.  Allen,  ton  trout;  Col. 
Conolly,  London,  four  trout;  Mr.  Phipps,  four  trout.  22nd, 
Messrs.  Allen,  twenty-nine  trout.  24th,  Messrs.  Allen,  thirteen 
trout ;  Col.  Conolly,  London,  four  trout ;  Dr.  Andrew,  Edin- 
burgh, five  trout. — D.  F. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).  —  On  Thursday  and 
Friday  last  the  Buckland  Angling  Club  competed.  The  first  day 
the  following  were  the  best  baskets,  viz. :  Mr.  John  Stewart, 
fourteen  trout ;  second,  Mr.  McLure,  thirteen  trout;  third,  Mr. 
Doughty,  ten  trout ;  heaviest  trout,  Col.  Lyson,  14oz.  The  second 
day :  First,  Mr.  John  Stewart,  thirteen  trout ;  second,  Mr. 
Doughty,  thirteen  trout;  third,  Mr.  Dunsmure,  nine  ;  heaviest 
trout,  Mr.  Stewait,  lib  loz.  On  Saturday  Mr.  Howard  caught 
thiiteen  nice  trout.  The  weather  was  very  bright,  with  very 
light  breeze  from  the  east,  and  consequently  the  sport  was  not  so 
good. — Donald  Fergcson. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — For  several  days  the  weather  has 
been  more  promising  for  the  angler.  In  the  iprenoons  the  sky 
has  been  overcast,  though  the  afternoons  were  bright.  On  Tues- 
day rain  fell  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  and  aBglers 
enjoyed  the  best  sport  of  the  season.  The  Clackmannan  Club 
captured,  with  sixteen  rods,  126  trout,  981b.  14oz.,  all  with  fly. 
The  prize-winners  were :  First,  Mr.  Moir,  fifteen  trout,  131b.  5oz. ; 
second,  Mr.  Gill,  fifteen  trout,  121b.  7oz. ;  third,  Mr.  Haig,  eleven 
trout,  101b.  lloz.  Other  clubs  out  were :  Falkirk  (fifteen  rods), 
sixty-two  trout,  481b.  14oz. ;  first,  Mr.  Macniven,  ten  trout, 
71b.  6oz.  A  two  days'  match  was  engaged  in  between  teams 
representing  the  Bridge  of  Allan  and  Northumberland  Clubs, 
five  rods  a-side.  The  result  of  the  first  day's  match  was  :  North- 
umberland, 191b.  5oz. ;  Bridge  of  Allan,  121b.  8oz.  Mr.  Reynolds, 
Northumberland,  had  the  best  sport,  having  captured  five  trout, 
71b.  S^oz.  Mr.  Dunlop,  Bridge  of  Allan,  was  second,  with  five 
trout,  71b.  3Joz.  On  the  second  day,  Bridge  of  Allan  won  by  only 
7oz.,  viz.  ;  Bridge  of  Allan,  161b.  12oz. ;  Northumberland,  161b.  ooz. 
The  two  prizes  went  to  members  of  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Club, 
viz. :  Dr.  Allum,  seven  trout,  61b.  9oz. ;  and  Mr.  Dunlop,  five 
trout,  51b.  Pollokshields  Club  (six  rods) :  First.  Mr.  P.  Pringle, 
ten  trout,  91b.  15oz.  Messrs.  Ridley,  Northumberland,  captured, 
in  seven  days,  119  trout,  1331b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Cargey,  Edinburgh, 
twenty-two  trout,  141b.  8oz.;  Mr.  Corstorphine,  Edinburgh, 
twenty  trout  161b.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Wright,  Edinburgh,  while 
trolling  between  the  point  of  St.  Serfs  and  Carden  Point,  hooked 
a  large  trout,  which  was  landed,  after  affording  him  nearly  an 
hour's  sport.  It  weighed  31b.  10oz.,  and  is  the  largest  caught  here 
this  season.  The  weather  at  the  time  of  writing  threatens  more 
rain,  and  the  prospects  appear  most  favourable. — Rodt.  L.uso. 

Losh  Mig-dale  (Bonarbridge,  N.B.).  —  Although  the 
weather  has  been  most  unfavorable,  .fair  sport  has  been  got  by 
hotel  anglers,  On  Friday,  Mr.  Mackenzie  landed  eight  fine  trout. 
On  Saturday,  Mr.  Anderson,  Wigan,  made  a  nice  basket  of  well- 
conditioned  trout.  On  Monday  this  week  fair  sport  was  got  by 
Mr.  St.  V.  Peel.  London,  and  Mr.  MacGibbon,  Alloa.— B. 

Waver  (Eettyhill,  via  Thurso,  N.B.).— The  weather  has 
been  so  bright,  and  the  water  so  low,  that  sport  fell  off  since  last 
report.  On  17th,  Mr.  EarleDrax,  Skilplck  Lodge,  got  a  salmon 
on  beat  No.  2  ;  Dr.  Furner,  Syre  Lodge,  one,  of  161b.,  on  No.  6j 
and  Mr.  Gill,  Syre  Lodge,  four  (heaviest,  151b),  on  No.  1.  On 
18th,  Dr.  Furner  had  two  salmon  and  one  grilse  on  No.  1  ;  and 
Mr.  Gill,  a  Balmon  of  221b.,  on  No.  2.  On  19th.  Dr.  Furner  landed 
a  salmon  on  No.  2.  On  20tb,  Major  Burnell  Milnisand  Mr.  Wood, 
Dalvina  Lodge,  had  one  salmon  each  on  beats  1  and  2.  On  21st,  Mr. 
(1111  got  a  grilse  on  No.  5  ;  and  Mr.  Earle  Drax,  a  salmon  on  No.  1. 
On  22nd,  Mr.  Gill  had  a  salmon  on  No.  5.  The  salmon  netting  on 
Borgie  and  Naver  are  doing  fairly  well. — B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  long  spell  of  dry  weather 
is  now  being  felt  on  the  minor  streams,  while  the  Dee  and  Don  are 
also  getting  down  to  near  summer  level,  and  are  only  being  main- 
tained by  the  accumulations  of  enow  on  the  hills.  Sport  U  very 
rife,  however,  on  the  mid-waters  of  tho  Dee.  On  the  upperreach.es 
at  Braemar,  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  and  Capt.  Fitzwilliam  have 
added  ten  fish  to  thoir  May  record  for  the  past  week,  scaling  from 
61b.  to  81b.  On  the  Balmoral  reaches  the  MunBi  Abdul  Kerim 
and  oilier  members  of  Her  Majesty's  Court  havo  found  the 
water  in  good  ply,  and  several  fish  were  killed  on  Saturday 
and  Monday.  On  the  Ballater  Hotel  waters  sport  has  been 
poor.  On  the  Monaltrie  section,  however,  Mr.  Talbot  had 
ten  fish  to  his  own  rod  on  Friday,  all  to  the  prawn. 
On  the  (llentnna  water,  Sir  William  Brooks  and  party  havo 
been  grassing  four  and  six  fish  daily  of  average  weights; 
while  the  Marquis  of  Huntly  and  friends  have  had  Blmilar  results 
every  day  out  on  the  Aboyne  Oastlo  waters.  It  has  been  the  best 
seison  on  the  Aboyno  reaches  known  during  the  past  decade,  and 
especially  so  on  tho  Huntly  Arms  water.  Hero  Mr.  Leatham 
added  five  to  his  score,  and  Mr.  Guthrie  Watson,  three,  scaling 
from  61b.  to  91b.  Ovor  100  fish  have  been  got  by  Mr.  Sandeson's 
gueBts  on  this  section  during  the  paBt.  spring.  Excellent  sport  is 
still  being  got  on  tho  Kincardine  O'Nell  waters.  Here,  on  Dess 
water,  Mr.  Campboll  landed  sovon  flsh;  on  the  Lodge  water, 
Col.  Fryer,  two;  on  Borrowstone  water,  Mr.  Swire,  six;  on 
Carlogio,  Mr.  Kelson,  ten  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  181b.  Rain 
now  falling  (Wednesday),  and  has  been  since  Monday  night. 
On  the  Inchmarlo  section  Capt.  Gaskell  Is  having  a  fish  or  so 
every  duy  out.  On  the  Knappoch  water,  Mr.  Charles  Grahame 
creeled  a  beauty  of  61b.,  and  Bailie  Brown  a  splendid  basket  of 
Unnock  and  yellow  trout.  On  the  Blackball  Castle  waters,  Mr.  J, 
T,  Hay,  and  on  the  Oairnton  Bfction,  Mr,  T.  Turner  Farley  are 


having  fairly  good  sport;  while  on  the  Orathes  Castle,  Durris 
Park,  and  lower  sections  an  occasional  fish  is  being  got,  but  no 
except  onal  run  of  sport.  On  the  Don  Grandholm  waters 
Messrs.  Waldie  and  Wherrie  havo  finished  a  most  successful 
spring  season,  both  as  regards  salmon  and  trout.  On  the 
Kinaldie  water,  Mr.  Chas.  Grahame,  Aberdeen,  had  a  salmon  of 
81b.  one  day  last  week ;  while  Bailie  Brown  and  Mr.  Bolton  had 
splendid  baskets  of  yellow  trout.  A  loss  has  fallen  on  tho  Ytban 
anglers  in  the  sudden  death  by  apoplexy  of  Mr.  John  Lamoud,  of  the 
"  New  San,"  whose  house  was  the  rendezvous  of  those  essaying  a 
cast  in  these  waters,  and  himself  an  expert  and  enthusiastic  angler. 
On  the  Ellon  Castle  waters  some  very  good  baskets  of  flnnock 
and  sea  trout  are  being  made  by  Mr.  H.  McDonald,  land  Stewart, 
and  others,  while  an  occasional  salmon  is  also  being  got  on  Lord 
Aberdeen's  Mftblic  and  Gight  waters,  where  fish  are  reported  to 
be  quite  plentiful.  The  grilse  season  is  gradually  improving,  hut 
a  freshet  is  sadly  needed. — G.  M 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.)— The  following  excellent  sport  has 
been  obtained  by  hotel  anglers.-  On  17th,  Sir  John  Ferguson 
Davie,  Bart ,  of  Creedy,  Devonshire,  landed  two  salmon,  101b. 
151b.;  and  Mr.  Arthur  Ferguson  Davie,  one  of  121b  On  18th  Sir 
John  caught  two,  151b.,  121b.  On  19th,  he  had  a  15-pounder;  and 
on  20th,  three,  131b.,  141b„  and  191b.  On21st,  Mr.  Arthur  Ferguson 
Davie  got  two,  141b  ,  151b. ;  and  on  22nd,  Sir  John  had  two,  l .lib., 
101b.  Total  for  the  week,  thirteen  salmon  averaging  nearly  141b] 
At  the  beginning  of  this  week  prospects  were  favourable. — B. 

South  of  Scotland. — There  is  no  improvement  in  the 
angling  on  the  Border  rivers  this  week,  and  despite  a  heavy  fall 
of  rain  on  Wednesday  morning,  the  rivers  remain  unchanged  at 
the  time  of  writing.  A  great  many  fishermen  have  laid  aside  their 
rods  until  a  thorough  Hood  comes  to  clean  out  the  streams,  some 
of  which  appear  to  be  very  foul  at  the  bottom.  A  brace  of  sea 
trout  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout  is  the  total  sport  in  all  the 
rivers  of  the  Solway  put  together.  In  the  Firth,  salmon  are  pretty 
scarce  in  the  nets,  but  sea  trout  are  making  a  better  show.  The 
run  of  sea  trout,  however,  is  not  nearly  so  good  as  that  of  last 
year.  We  havo  had  a  complete  change  of  wind  to  the  south-west, 
and  there  is  a  probability  of  more  rain  falling  in  a  day  cr  two.— 
Heatherbell. 

Spey.— As  the  river  is  getting  low  and  clear,  flsh  are  very  shy 
and  difficult  to  take.  From  the  Abeilour  water,  on  Monday,  Mr, 
Graves,  Craigellachie.  landed  a  Balmon  of  9Jlb.  On  Thursday 
Canon  Chisholm,  Blairs  College,  Aberdeen,  one  of  9£Ib.  On 
Friday,  Mr.  Fenn,  Viewneld  Villa,  one  of  111b.;  and  Capt. 
Roberts,  Dufftown,  one  of  71b.  On  the  Wests r  Elchies  water,  on 
Wednesday,  Mr.  Hankey,  Aberlour,  killed  one  of  71b.— J.  M. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Bivers.— Sport  on 
the  streams  in  the  Borderland  during  the  past  week  has  not  been 
of  the  most  brilliant  nature.  The  Tweed  and  Teviot  are  at  the 
present  time  running  very  low,  and  just  below  Kelso  Bridge 
several  large  islands  of  sand  and  gravel  are  to  be  seen.  Salmon 
angling  is,  as  a  rule,  only  a  thing  in  name  at  present.  Of 
course,  a  solitary  flsh  is  now  and  again  killed,  but  until  we  have  a 
flood  in  the  rivers  little  will  be  done.  Trout  angle  s  have  been 
much  in  evidence  during  the  past  week  in  the  evenings,  and  some 
fairly  good  takes  have  been  got.  The  smaller  tributary  streims,  as 
well  as  the  main  rivers,  are  much  in  need  of  a  good  cleansing. 
On  the  Makerstoun  water,  Mr.  George  Wright,  the  flsfcermani 
with  worm,  killed  one  salmon  of  71b.  weight.  On  the  lower 
Floors  Castle  water,  on  Wednesday,  Mr.  Lucas,  the  lossce,  bad 
one  of  71b. ;  and  on  the  following  day,  Mr.  Craith,  on  the  same 
water,  had  a  nice  flsh  of  121b.  I  - believe  that  on  one  of  the 
fastnesses  below  Kelso  two  other  flsh  have  also  been  got,  both 
being  about  61b.  to  71b  weight.  Of  those  who  have  been  most 
successful  amongst  the  trout  are:  Mr.  John  Maxwell,  chemist 
Kelso,  on  the  Tweed,  3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Arch.  Steel,  jun.,  Kelso,  41b.,  on 
the  Tweed ;  Mr.  J.  Robson,  Tweed,  2Jlb. ;  Mr.  Charles,  Farquhar- 
son,  Kelso,  on  Teviot,  31b.,  and  on  Tweed,  41b.  On  the  Teviot, 
Mr.  William  Barff,  Kelso,  a  couple  of  baskets  of  31b.  and  61b., 
the  latter  including  one  treut  of  lib  ,  and  several  of  from  Jib.  to 
Jib.  each ;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  4£lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Black,  Edinburgh, 
4f lb. ;  Mr.  las.  Aitken,  3lb. ;  Mr.  James  Oockburn,  Kelso,  41b.' 
31b.,  and  3£lb. ;  Mr.  J.  Mabon,  41b.  On  the  Eden,  four  miles  from 
Kelso,  Mr.  J.  Armstrong  had  4Hb.  with  worm  and  fly  ;  and  on  the 
same  river,  in  the  Ednam  district,  Mr.  J.  Patterson  had  8Mb.  with 
fly  and  worm,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Walker  had  a  similar  basket  with 
worm  (flsbing  up  stream).  In  the  Galashiels  district  of  the 
Tweed  and  Gala  fair  baskets  of  trout  are  still  being  killed,  all 
mostly  during  the  evening,  however  ;  while  in  the  Melrose  district 
takes  of  from  31b.  up  to  51b.  have  also  been  taken  from  the 
Tweed.  In  tbe  Jedburgh  district  of  the  Teviot  baskets  of  from 
21b.  up  to  41b.  have  been  gut.  On  the  Esk,  in  the  Langholm  and 
Canonbie  district,  grand  sport  is  being  got  at  present  with  sea 
trout  and  common  yellow  trout  ;  while  in  theLiddlo  and  on  some 
of  the  smaller  hill  streams  capital  sport  has  also  been  got 
amongst  the  common  trout,  one  gentleman  being  remarkably 
lucky  in  his  fishing  excursions  to  the  tributary  streams,  killing  as 
many  as  100  trout  at  a  day's  outing. — MAXWHKKI,. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Bann  (Kilrea).— This  reach  has,  at  this  advanced  lime  of  tbe 
season,  got  into  fishing  order,  and  is  now  givtog,  as  usual,  the 
best  trout  and  trouting  in  Ireland.  The  whole  river  is  now  full 
of  rising  flsh  from  Ktlrca  to  Movanagher,  and  it  is  the  fault  of 
the  angler  if  he  is  not  able  to  make  a  good  basket.  Mr,  A. 
Meenan,  who  is  the  only  angler  at  the  Mercers  Hotel,  had,  on 
25th,  ten  trout,  121b.  (largest,  2.Ub.);  26th,  thirteen  trout,  101b. 
No  one  has  yet  tried  here  for  a  salmon,  but  there  are  plenty  In 
the  river.  Mr.  Alexander  has  been  getting  salmon  in  his  nets  at 
Portglenone,  six  miles  up  from  here.  At  Oaronroe  salmon  are 
not  taking  bo  freely  as  in  other  seasons.  Mr.  Craig  got  one  flsh, 
14Jlb.,  on  19th,  and  one,  17Jlb.,  on  20th.— Daniel  OFee. 

Blackwater  (co.  Cork).  —  There  has  been  a  decided 
improvement  in  the  salmon  fishing  for  tho  past  ten  days. 
Reports  are  very  favonrable  from  most  of  the  upper  reaches 
below  Fermoy.  Sport  has  been  well  up  to  the  average. — W. 
Haynbs  and  Son. 

Bundrowes.— On  this  river  Mr.  W.  G.  landed  one  salmon  of 
91b.,  on  2lst  iuBt.  The  river  is  now  rather  low,  but  rain  has  been 
falling  at  intervals  during  tho  past  few  days,  whioh  will  give  a 
fresh  in  it,  when  hotter  sport  will  be  had. — M.  Rooan  and  Suns. 

Corrib  (Qalway  City).— The  river  is  in  fair  trim,  and  peal 
are  Bhowing  up  well.  Notwithstanding  tho  rather  adverse 
weiuher,  a  lot  of  peal  were  killed,  amongst  those  out  being  Com- 
mander Law,  Col.  Coote,  Mr.  White,  Liout.  Hegan,  Mr.  Shaw, 
and  others,  and  several  spring  flsh  up  to  181b.  were  killed. — J.  A.  B. 

Cummerag'h.— Salmon  and  spring  trout  are  now  ascending, 
tho  former  freely,  the  latter  Blowly.  No  anglers  havo  been 
succossful  so  far  among  salmon,  but  trout  Ushers  continue  to  get 
good  sport  among  brown  trout.  The  river  is  now  running  very 
low.— T.  J.  D. 

Erne.— The  first  AbIi  of  the  season  in  the  way  of  a  salmon  was 
landed  on  the  Erne  on  21st  Inst,  by  Mr.  Ohas.  Brady,  a  grilse  of 
61b.  On  tho  following  day  Mr.  J.  Thomson  landed  a  beauty  of 
171b. ;  and  on  24th  Inst,  another  splendid  flsh  of  16lb.  Some 
excellent  trout  at  the  night  rise  wero  taken  since  last  report  Mr. 
O,  Alington,  fishing  with  F.  D.  Rogan,  took  six  trout  on  the 
evening  of  22nd  inst.,  weighing  alniOBl  151b.  The  May  Fly  Is  now 
up  on  Lough  Erne,  and  trout  should  rise  freely  to  it  at  once,  as 
the  weather  at  time  of  writing  Is  favourable.— M.  Booan  and 
Sons. 

Inny  (oo.  Kerry).  —  Brown  trout  fishing  has  declined, 
the  water  is  now  running  too  low.    Sea  trout  continue  very 
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numerous  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  a  few  have  come  up.  Grilse 
are  now  pushing  up,  and  if  the  rain  comes  sport  should  he  good 
next  week  at  salmon  and  sea  trout. — T.  J.  D. 

Killarney.— Salmon  fishing  has  been  practically  at  a  stand- 
still on  the  lake  since  last  report,  owing  to  the  abnormal  heat  and 
brilliant  sunshine.  On  a  couple  of  evenings  when  breezes  sprung 
up,  and  where  trees  gave  some  shelter  from  the  sun's  rays,  a  few 
6almon  were  had  on  the  rivers.  Brown  trout  fishing  has  also 
given  little  or  no  sport  except  on  Lough  Quittane,  where  average 
baskets  have  been  had  in  the  evenings.— T.  J.  D. 

Lee  (CO.  Cork).— Sport  has  fallen  off  considerably  for  past 
ten  days.  The  river  is  down  to  cummer  level,  and  almost 
Impossible  to  fish;  with  the  slime  rising  from  the  bottom.  The 
following  have  been  successful :  W.  T.  Crawshay,  81b.,  7Jlb.  ; 
S  0.  G.  Eoche.  91b.  ;  S.  Haynes,  9\\h.,  81b.;  J.  McAuliff,  3Jlb., 
3ilb.,  51b.:  Mr.  Murphy,  41b.  ;  Mr.  O'Neill,  5£lb.  Trout  are  rising 
freeiy  to  the '"  Rails  "  in  the  evenings.  Some  good  baskets  have 
been  made  by  W.  Hayires,  W.  Seymour,  S.  Haynes,  &cr  The 
sea  trout  are  new  running,  but  not  in  any  numbers.— W.  Haynes 
and  Son 

Lough  Conn  (Cloghans).— Mr.  Gilling,  m  five  days,  got 
six  salmon  averaging  101b. ;  Mr.  Scroope.  four  salmon,  in  two 
days;  Mr.  Booth,  one  salmon,  l«lb.  ;  Mr.  Tickle,  one,  101b.,  and  a 
pike  of  141b. ;  Col.  Ewing,  two  grilse  in  one  day.  one  51b.  and  the 
other  41b. :  Mr.  Keeling,  two,  in  one  day,  one  8^1b.  and  the  other 
91b.— Tom  Clarke.  _  , 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).- Salmon 
fishing  has  been  poor,  owing  to  the  continued  bright  and 
abnormally  sultry  weather.  A  dozen  sea  trout  were  had  by 
anglers  since  Friday  last.  The  brown  trout  fishing  cantinues  to 
give  good  sport  In  the  late  evenings.— T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— Doctor  Barnett  took  two  salmon  on  this 
water  on  21st  and  22nd  inst.,  of  91b.  and  101b.  Commander 
May,  B.N.,  took  one  salmon,  of  111b.,  on  21st  tost.;  and  Mr. 
Jimenez  took  one  salmon,  of  101b.,  on  20th  inst. ;  Mr.  H.  G.,  on 
same  day,  took  one  salmon,  111b. ;  and  Mr.  W.  P.,  on  22nd  inst, 
took  one  salmon  of  81b.  Trout  fishing  much  better  since 
last  report,  as  a  number  of  nice  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown 
trout  were  taken  during  the  past  week  and  this  week,  averaging 
in  weight  from  61b.  to  14Mb. — M.  BOQAN  AND  SONS. 

Loug-h  Neagh  (co.  Tyrone).— Salmon  are  up  the  Banii, 
but  none  have  yet  been  taken  on  these  shores.  Recently  a 
lot  of  fine  trout  were  taken  on  the  Antrim  shores  by  the  nets- 
men,  one  or  two  running  up  to  101b.  Pollan  flshirg  is  poor. 
This  industry  is  seriously  threatened  throush  the  selfishness  of 
the  fishers.  On  Monday  I  counted  scores  of  dead  immature  fish 
lying  on  the  Bhores.  where  they  were  thrown  out  of  the  nets.  As 
all  pollan  under  Sin.  are  illegal,  this  gave  a  slight  idea  of  the 
havoc  wrought  along  the  seventy  miles  coast  line  of  the  lough.— 
J.  A.  B. 

Lough  Owell  (Westmeath).— The  May  Fly  is  now  well 
"up"  on  Lough  Owell,  or  Belvedere,  and  intending  anglers 
should  go  at  once,  as  the  nice  spell  of  weather  might  not  last  long. 
The  fly  is  also  showing  on  some  of  the  other  Westmeath  Lakes. 
To-day  (Wednesday)  the  wind  is  due  south.— J.  A.  B 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (B  illina,  co.  Mayo).— Biver 
in  g"od  order,  with  a  fair  supply  of  grilse  and  salmon.  Mr.  J . 
Quinlan,  on  the  18th,  one  salmon,  151b. ;  on  the  18th,  two  grilse, 
41b.  and  51b.  Mr.  H.  Scroupe,  on  the  21st,  one  salmon,  10Mb.  ;  on 
the  22nd,  three  grilse,  151b.  Mr.  James  Brown,  on  the  21st.  two 
grilse,  10Mb.  ;  and  on  the  23rd,  one  grilse,  61b.  Mr.  O.  Knox, 
on  the  20th,  one  salmon,  111b.  Anglers  on  the  lough  are  doing 
fairly  well  with  grilse  and  trout,  Mr.  McNabb  having  the  best 
sport,  killing  three  grilse  in  one  day.  Trout  baskets  range  from 
six  to  fifteen  per  day,  largest  trout  311b.— Pat  Hearnes. 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— The  weather  has  turned  a 
little-cooler,  and  some  rain  has  fallen.  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H. 
Hodges  killed,  19th,  one  salmon,  331b. ;  25th,  two  salmon,  111b. 
and  2351b.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  G.  C.  Williams  killed,  21st,  one 
salmon.  29Mb. ;  25th,  one  salmon,  121b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  H.  C. 
Lewis  killed,  20th,  one  salmon,  12Mb. ;  22nd,  one  salmon,  27Jlb. 
On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed,  25th,  one  salmon,  361b. 
On  the  World's  End,  Mrs.  E.  T.  Ingham,  19th,  one  salmon,  14Mb. 
On  the  same  water,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wheatley  killed,  20th,  one  salmon, 
13Mb.  On  Woodlands,  Mr.  Greenall  killed,  21st,  one  salmon, 
171b. ;  and  on  the  same  water,  Mr.  A.  C.  McCorquodale  killed, 
25th,  two  salmon,  10Mb.  and  111b.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mrs. 
E.T.  Ingham,  25th.  one  salmon.  14Mb.— John  Enright  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Bivers. — The  Ballinderry  and  Blackwater  are  both 
lowering  fast— the  former  especially.  Trouting  ft  almost  at  a 
standstill,  and  there  is  scarcely  anything  to  record.  Lots  of  pike 
were  killed  this  week,  but  no  large  ones.  The  weather  broke  on 
Tuesday,  but  the  rain  was  insufficient  to  raise  the  rivers.— J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  Biver.  —  Salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  have 
been  coming  up  in  average  numbers  for  the  past  week,  On  the 
open  section  a  few  good  brown  trout  have  been  had  by  worm 
fishers. — T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Bivers.— Very  little  sport  has  been  had  on  the 
above  waters  since  last  report,  in  consequence  of  continued 
tropical  weather. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MulTingar).— The  east  wind  which 
prevailed  over  the  Westmeath  Lakes  country  for  the  past  ten 
days  has  vanished,  and  a  deliciouely  genial  westerly  breeze  has 
taken  its  place,  and  to  remain,  it  is  most  ardently  hoped.  The  spirits 
of  the  lake  anglers  are  now  once  again  in  the  ascendant ;  and  as 
the  Groen  Drake  is  splendidly  up  all  over  Lough  Ennel,  and  yet 
to  come  on  Loughs  Owel  and  Derravaragb,  I  predict  good  times 
for  Waltonians,  and  confidently  hope  by  this  day  week  to  record 
first  class  sport.— T.  J.  W. 


Jingling  ^ixixxxzs. 

May  31.   

Amicable  Excelsiors  :  Supper  and  distribution. 

BoatoDian :  Annual  dinner. 

Great  Northern  Brotbors  :  Visit. 

Greenwich  :  Annual  dinner. 
June  1. 

Anglers'  Pride  :  Annual  supper. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers :  Annual  supper. 

Good  Intent :  Distribution. 

Gresham  :  General  committee  meeting. 

Independent  Brothers  :  Supper  and  distribution. 
June  2. 

Dibdin  :  Dinner  and  distribution. 
June  3. 

Foley :  Annual  supper. 

June-   9. — Amicable  Brothers :  Distribution. 

„  9. — Cosy  :  Distribution. 

,,  9. — Serapis:  Annual  dinner. 

„  13. — Original  Alexandra :  Annual  dinner. 

,,  15. — Second  Surrey  :  Visit. 

„  16. — Stratford  :  Distribution. 

„  20.— Mr.  Eldridge's  A.B.S.  competition. 

„  20. — Phosnix:  Brake  outing. 

„  25. — Battersea  United  :  Visit. 

,,  27.— Allason  United :  Match  at  Langley. 


Eeyotts  from  Cluus 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning'.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked    Club  Keport  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visiting 
List.— On  Monday  a  most  enjoyable  visit  was  given  to  the 
Jubilee  A.  S.  On  the  roll  call  fifteen  clubs  were  well  represented. 
The  A.B.S.  box  contained  the  sum  of  £1  lis.  The  next  visit  will 
go  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  Windsor  Castle,  Church- street, 
Edgware-road.    Date  will  appear  in  the  F.  O  —J.  Harris. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Tenth  Lea  Competi- 
tion.—Since  my  last  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  6s.  from  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  and  Is.  from  the 
White  Hart.— S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— Mr.  Sheppird  has 
been  elected  a  -working  member.  We  arl^ed  two  prizes  to  our 
list.  The  first  match  of  the  season  will  take  place  at  Langley 
A.A.  Fishery  on  June  27 ;  pegged  down,  for  various  prizes  ;  two 
rods  allowed.  Special  meeting  is  called  for  June  9;  very 
important  business.  Our  members  promise  to  support  the  Unity 
question,  and  attend  the  next  meeting,  at  the  Cobden,  on  June  3; 
no  admittance  except  by  privilege  tickets. — Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society,  Coach  and  Horses,  Portsmouth- 
place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.C. — The  eighth  annual  supper 
took  place  at  the  above  on  May  25.  Thirty-one  members  and 
friends,  presided  over  by  Mr.  G.  Marriott,  sat  down  to  a  splendid 
spread,  provided  by  Mr.  Wilson.  After  the  usual  toasts—"  The 
Alma,"  "  Prize  Donors,"  Ac. — Mr.  Pailes  occupied  the  chair,  and 
very  ably  distributed  the  prizes,  to  the  amouut  of  £30.  Messrs. 
Joseph  and  James  Cook  were  the  chief  donors,  with  £2  2s.  each. 
Prizes  to  the  amount  of  £18  were  booked  for  the  ensuing  season. 
A  right  good  merry  time  was  kept  up,  thanks  to  Mr.  Steptoe,  he 
being  chief  actor.— J.  E.  Chambers. 

.Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Arthur-street,  Battersea. — Our  seventh  annnal  supper  end  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  will  take  place  at  the  above  house  on  May  31. 
Supper  on  table  at  8.30  After  supper  harmony  will  be  indulged 
in,  when  friends  are  invited.  C.  n-  Wednesday  last  another  new 
member  was  proposed. — B.  B. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Hotel, 
Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— A  special  meeting  is  called  for 
Tuesday  next,  June  1,  for  consideration  as  to  how  the  prizes  for 
ensuirg  season  shall  be  arranged.  Names  for  privilege  tickets 
should  also  be  in  on  that  night. — A.  T. 

Bloomsbury  Brothers  Angling-  Society.  Bose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury.  —  The  twenty-fifth  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  tcok  place  on  Thursday,  May  20, 
on  which  occasion  the  chair  was  most  ably  filled  by  Mr.  B. 
Lummes ;  Mr.  D.  Warren  occupied  the  vicec-hair.  The  supper 
and  distribution  of  prizes  passed  off  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner.  I  thank  members  and  friends  of  other  societies  for 
their  company  on  this  occasion.  We  have  a  very  good  prize  list 
for  the  coming  season,  but  shall  be  pleased  to  receive  any 
additions.— T.  Paternoster. 

Bostonian  Angling  Society,  Dalby  Tavern,  Dalby- 
street,  Prince  of  Wales-road,  Kentish  Town. — The  18th  annual 
dinner  will  be  held  on  May  31,  at  theHorse  Shoe  Hotel,  Tottenham 
Court-road,  at  7.30  p.m.  Mr.  H.  Patman  has  been  elected  a 
working  member  of  the  society. — J.  H. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Bromley-by-Bow. — There  was  not  the  attendance  at  our  smoker 
last  Tuesday  evening  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  I  should  like  to  have 
seen,  as  it  was  for  a  good  cause,  but  still  the  box  was  made  much 
heavier  for  it,  and  a  very  sociable  evening  spent.  I  wish  to 
remind  absent  members  that  the  close  season  is  drawing  to  a 
close,  and  those  wishing  to  be  eligible  for  their  ticket  will  settle 
up  arrears. — J.  Watkins. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society, 
Mowlem-street,  Cambridge  Heath. — On  May  23  several  members 
went  trouting.  Eesult,  nil.  On  May  25  we  nad  a  good  attendanca 
of  members.  Supper  takes  place  on  June  1,  at  8.30  sharp. 
Members  and  friends  who  have  promised  prizes  kindly  forward 
them  on  at  their  earliest  convenience,  and  oblige— B.  A.  Hubbard. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Society,  Marquis  of  Salisbury , 
Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E.— Our  return  visit  on  the  No.  1 
Eastern  district  took  place  on  May  24,  when  we  had  a  fair 
attendance  of  friends  and  a  few  club  anglers.  Most  of  the  clubs 
on  the  No.  1  Eastern  district  were—conspicuous  by  their  absence, 
only  seven  clubs  being  represented ;  but  with  Mr.  Jesse  Allen  in 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  Wright  vice-chairman,  we  spent  a  very 
pleasant  evening,  the  harmony  being  of  a  first  class  order.  Allow 
me,  on  behalf  of  the  C.T.A.S.,  to  thank  those  gentlemen  that  very 
ably  assisted  us  on  that  occasion.  Our  benevolent  box,  being 
opened  by  Mr.  Manning,  was  found  to  contain  17s.  4d.,  which  we 
hope  to  increase  when  we  have  our  smoking  concert  for  the 
benefit  of  the  A.B  S.— O.  Jones. 

Clapham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence. 
Winstanley-road,  Clapham  Junction,  S.W. — I  shall  esteem  it  a 
favour  if  members  wi'l  send  in  their  names,  &e„  for  privilege  and 
A.B.  tickets,  as  the  lists  will  be  sent  in  on  Monday  next.  We 
made  another  member,  Mr.  Geo.  Cook,  and  have  vacancies  for  a 
few  more.— G.  T.  Jameson. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Windmill, 
Clapham  Park-road.  S.W. — We  hold  a  general  meeting  on  Tues- 
day, June  1,  for  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing  season  and 
other  important  business.  I  must  ask  all  members  to  make  a 
point  of  tun  ing  up  at  clubhouse  on  this  occasion,  as  the  time  is 
short  for  the  business  now  in  hand.— S.  Violet. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Northwold- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N. — The  supper  and  distribution  of 
prizes,  which  was  to  have  taken  place  on  Monday,  May  31,  is 
postponed  for  a  future  date.  Will  all  members  who  require  new 
privilege  tickets  for  next  season  please  attend  on  Tuesday  next, 
and  give  in  their  names  for  same,  also  A.B.  tickets. — E.  J,  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.  —  The  time  for 
sending  for  privilege  tickots  for  the  ensuing  season  is  drawing 
near,  and  I  should  like  them  to  glvo  me  their  names  as  early  as 
possible.  We  hold  a  meeting  at  the  above  club  on  Thursday, 
June  3,  respecting  the  Unity  question,  when  Boveral  gentlemen 
have  promised  ti  speak.  I  also  should  like  to  soe  a  large  muster 
of  members  from  other  clubs.  No  one  will  be  admitted  without 
producing  his  privilege  ticket  at  the  door.— T.  TwYMAN. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms,  Stam- 
ford-street, Biackfriars,  S.E.— Our  supper  and  distribution  last 
Monday  was  a  great  success:  Mr.  Boberts  in  the  chair,  supported 
by  Mr.  Ford  as  vice-chairman.  Everything  went  off  without  a 
hitch,  owing  to  the  splendid  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Boberts.  We 
beg  to  give  our  heartiest  thanks  to  all  donors  and  friends,  as  well 
as  the  visitors.  Great  credit  is  due  to  Messrs.  Francis,  Kemble, 
Farmer,  and  others  for  the  harmony. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society,  Middlesex 
Arms,  85,  Clerkenwell-green.  E.C.— On  Wednesday  last  our 
distribution  took  place  under  toe  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Frank 


Newton,  who  handed  over  the  prizes  to  the  winners,  the  chief  ones 
being  Messrs.  W.  Long,  G.  Norris,  Anderson,  Wright,  Glover, 
Franklin,  and  P.  ILanning.  The  concert  was  conducted  by  Mr 
A.  T.  Burwash,  and  was  a  great  success.  Messrs.  Musgrave, 
Ingram,  and  Pratt  relieved  each  other  at  the  piano  during  the 
evening.  On  behalf  of  our  society  I  wish  to  return  my  thanks  to 
the  art  istes  who  helped  to  make  the  evening  long  to  be  remembere  d 
by  the  large  company  present.  Will  those  members  and  friends 
who  intend  going  in  the  brake  to  our  dinner  let  me  know  at  once, 
as  we.  are  filling  up  fast,  and  I  should  not  like  any  to  be  dis- 
appointed.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Anns,  Brownlow- 
street,  Dalston.— On  May  25  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
took  place,  the  recipients  being  Messrs.  H.  Poore,  E.  Wild,  C. 
Eobinson,  C  Pocock,  A  Maddams,  H.  Krolle.J.  Spong,  J.  Eagles, 
G.  Davies,  F.  Baldwin.  C.  Slade,  and  W.  Thompson.  During  the 
evening  the  usual  harmony  reigned,  Messrs.  C.  Pocock  and  H. 
Kroll»  presiding  at  the  piano,  Miss  Spong  being  loudly  applauded 
Also  Messrs.  Will  Hanson,  T.  Hills,  S.  Moffat,  G.  Davies,  and 
several  others  contributed  to  the  evening's  enjoyment.  Members 
will  kindly  attend  on  Tuesday,  June  1,  to  finish  the  revision  of  the 
rules,  cfec— S.  Malby. 

Dulwioh  Waltonians,  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  Goose-green.— 
Last  Friday  will  for  ever  be  a  red-letter  day  with  us,  not  only  was 
it  our  annual  distribution  of  prizes,  but  Mr.  ,W.  T.  Smith,  the 
worthy  host  of  the  East  Dulwich  Hotel,  entertained  all  the  mem- 
bers and  a  few  friends  to  supper,  and,  needless  to  say,  everyore 
present  did  full  justice  to  his  hospitality.  The  chairman  (Mr.  C . 
Dunlop)  distributed  the  prizes,  and  the  principal  winners  were  : 
Club  gross  weight  (three  prizes),  winner,  flr3t,  J'.  Bannister; 
second,  P.  Briggs;  third,  F.  South.  Specimen  roach,  21b.  3oz  ,  J, 
Bannister;  jack,  101b.  2oz.,  J.  Bannister;  perch.  21b.  15oz„  J. 
Bannister;  bream,  4ib.  10oz.,  J.  Bannister;  barbel,  41b.  15oz.,  J. 
Bannister;  tench,  21b.  6oz.,  J.  Bannister.  P.  Briggs  secured 
September  and  October  gross  weight,  and  J.  Bannister 
August  and  November,  and  Mr.  South  also  won  two 
minor  prizes.  A  concert  followed,  and  the  following  gentlemen 
contributed  to  the  evening's  enjoyment :  Messrs.  C.  Watkins,  A. 
Carlj  le,  C.  Hight,  A.  E.  Conway,  A.  Williams,  and  Young  Hearne 
Mr.  Stuart  Lane  was  an  able  accompanist.  This  merry  little 
meeting  was  the  means  of  enrolling  two  of  East  Dulwich's  most 
influential  gentlemen.  So  everything  is  most  promising  for  the 
opening  of  the  season ;  as  there  will  also  be  an  increased  number 
of  prizes  and  competitions.  There  is  still  room  for  more 
members,  so  I  hope  that  every  member  will  do  their  best  to 
introduce  their  friends. — Ed.  Morliere 

-  Barlsfield  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House,  Earlsfleld, 
S.W.— The  annual  general  meeting  of  the  above  society  took 
place  on  Tuesday  evening,  when  the  present  officers  of  the  club 
were  unanimously  re-elected,  namely,  Mr.  Keepin,  president;  Mr, 
Gathercole,  vice-chairman;  Mr.  Botherham,  treasurer;  Messrs. 
Matthews  and  Shepherd,  auditors;  and  Mr.  Traqualr,  hon. 
secretary.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  the  meeting  on 
Tuesday  next  to  arrange  prize  list.  All  members  intending  to 
give  prizes  are  requested  to  inform  the  secretary  of  same. — A. 
Thaqpaib. 

Enterprise  Angling  Society,  City  Arms,  High  Cross- 
road, Tottenham. — un  May  26  we  held  our  special  general  meet- 
ing, when  the  following  members  were  elected  as  officers  for  the 
above;  Mr.  Foster,  treasurer;  Mr.  H.  Warwick,  president;  Mr. 
Pheasy,  vice-president ;  Mr.  Biggs,  clerk  of  the  scales ;  Mr. 
Lefevre,  secretary. 

Fann  Folks  Angling  Society,  Bose  and  Crown,  21, 
Goswell-road.— The  open  competition  at  Amterley,  in  aid  of  the 
A.B.S.  on  June  20,  under  the  command  of  "  General "  Eldridgo 
and  "  Captain "  Vanhegan,  promises  to  be  a.  success,  as  far  as 
prizes  are  concerned.  I  hope  all  clubs  will  give  their  support  to 
so  good  a  cause.  Mr.  Wood,  of  the  Hoxton  Brothers,  has,  as 
usual,  kindly  given  a  prize.  Any  clubs  or  members  wishing  to 
give  a  prize  are  kindly  requested  to  communicate  with  Mr 
Vanhegan  at  once,  as  the  bills,  &c,  will  be  printed  next  week.  The 
visit  on  No.  2  (Eastern  District)  took  place  on  Monday  night. — 
H.  Smith. 

Golden  Barbel  Angling  Society,  West  London  Trades' 
Club,  37,  Howland-street,  W. — In  the  future  the  meetings  of  the 
above  society  will  be  held  at  the  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Union-street, 
Middlesex  Hospital,  on  Tuesday  evenings,  and  will  members 
kindly  note  that  business  will  commence  sharp  at  9  p.m.  Will 
members  kindly  attend  at  8.30  precisely  on  Tuesday  next,  as  we 
wish  to  get  the  supper  over  early  and  proceed  with  the  harmony? 
We  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  members  of  any  society  after  ten 
o'clock.  We  made  nine  new  members  on  Tuesday. —J.  E 
Lawford. 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church-street, 
Shoreditch. — As  the  opening  season  is  approaching,  we  are  having 
better  meetings  on  club  nights.  On  Tuesday  there  was  a  large 
attendance.  One  new  member  was  enrolled,  and  two  propositions 
made.  Our  prizes  wi'l  be  distributed  on  June  1.  Mr.  J.  Williams 
was  voted  to  be  chairman.  The  prizes  are  coming  in  well,  and 
the  secretary  will  be  at  the  clubhouse  on  Saturday  and  Monday, 
I  hope  memb3rs  and  friends  will  attend. — B.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Masons' - 
avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.G. — Mr.  F.  W.  Norman  presided  over 
the  general  meeting  last  Tuesday.  Two  new  members  were  pro- 
posed. Much  regret  was  felt  by  all  the  members  at  the  illness  of 
Mr.  F.  Abrahams,  and  the  hon.  secretary  was  instructed  to  write 
and  express  their  sympathy.  Mr.  Powles-West  reported  having 
taken  three  and  a  half  brace  of  good  trout,  the  heaviest  scaling 
21b.  A  meeting  of  the  general  committee  will  be  held  on  June  1, 
when  members  are  particularly  requested  to  attend. — E.  C.  O. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown,  Briok- 
lane,  Bethnal  Green. — Our  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  on 
May  24,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  following 
ladies  and  gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening  : 
Miss  Dumfries,  Miss  L.  Judge,  Miss  F.  Judge,  Messrs.  Bussell, 
Dacosta,  Smith,  sen.,  Smith,  jun„  Hunt.  Priddle,  Hillier,  C  . 
Smith,  Ford,  sen  ,  Ford,  jun.,  Judge,  sen.  Mr.  Newton  (H.B.  A. S.) 
gave  a  prize  of  10s.  tid.,  also  Mr.  Joysey,  for  which  the  club  give 
thanks.  Mr.  Filliston  was  pianist,  and  gave  great  satisfaction 
Mr.  Seal  was  made  a  working  member,  and  Mr.  Judge  was 
nominated  a  member. — O.  Smith. 

Independent  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Bed  Lion, 
Portland-street,  Soho. — Our  annual  supper  and  distribution  cf 
prizes  will  take  place  next  Tuesday,  June  1;  tickets,  2s.  fid. ;  a 
good  concert  to  follow.  Shall  be  pleased  to  receive  any  prizes 
that  wore  promised  to  the  club.  I  shouli  deem  it  a  favour  if  any 
oi  e  holding  programmes  for  our  last  T.A.P.S.  concert  would 
kindly  settle  up  for  same  at  once.— STEP. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  Myddleton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road. — The  members  of  the  above  met  on  Tuesday  last, 
when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  road  and 
confirmed,  Mr.  Holdor  in  the  chair,  when  it  was  settled  to  have 
our  concert  and  distribution  of  prizes— aDglers  and  friends 
cordially  invited— when  I  hope  to  see  all  members  present.  Our 
return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  District,  on  ■  uesday,  July  6,  when  I 
hope  to  have  a  full  room.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's  Head, 
Mansflold-streot,  Kingsland-road.— Tho  distribution  of  annual 
and  special  prizes  took  place  on  Wednesday  evening  last;  to 
celebrate  the  event  the  members  had  a  supper,  whioh  was  nicely 
served  by  our  hostess,  Mrs.  Bogers,  and  enjoyed  by  all  present. 
The  cloth  being  cleared,  the  president  presented  the  prizes  to  the 
various  winners,  after  which  a  good  list  was  offered  for  compe- 
tition during  the  ensuing  season,  The  remainder  of  the  evening 
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Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  First-class  Pishing  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle, 
SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROD,  MAU^OOH'S 


TRAIE  MARK  (Regd.). 


18ft.,  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving  top  rings,  double  brazed, 
waterproof  fitted,  rubber  button,  &c.  ;  the  very  best  rod  that  can 
be  produced,  67s. ;  16ft.  rod,  same  as  above,  57s. 

SPECIAL  TROUT  ROD. 

lift.,  suitable  for  loch  or  river  in  two  pieces,  made  from  selected 
Greenheart,  best  finish,  lockfast  joints,  waterproof  fittings, 
cork  handle,  price  403 ;  same  rod,  in  three  pieces,  40s. ;  plainer 
finish,  28s.  Reel  to  suit,  made  of  aluminium  alloy,  with 
Patent  adjustable  brake,  price  iJQS, 


PATENT  CASTING 

(NEW  PATTERN). 


REEL 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Suitable  for  minnow,  prawn,  and  all  kinds  of  bait  fishing,  both  in  loch  and  river.  Anyone 
can  learn  ti  cast  well  with  half  an  hour's  practice.  3-jin  ,  price  21s. '  4in.  (the  most 
suitable  size  for  salmon),  price  28s-  NEW  PATTERS',  with  reversib'le  drum,  which 
takes  all  the  kinks  from  the  line,  price  34s.  Can  be  had  in  aluminium  alloy,  weight  of 
tin.,  13oz. ;  3?in.,  price  29s.  6d. ;  4 in.,  price  38s. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  INVISIBLE  SPINNER  Natural  Bait,  u.  6d.  and  2s. 
MALLOCH'S  PATENT  SALMON  FLY  CASE. 

Amongst  the  advantages  of  this  new  case  over  the  old  parchment  books,  the  following  are 
a  few  : — The  flies  do  not  get  crushed  and  spoiled  as  they  do  in  a  book.  The  case  being 
almost  air-tight,  the  tinsel  remains  bright  a  much  longer  time.  The  colours  of  the  flies  do 
not  fade  so  soon.  All  the  flies  can  be  seen  in  a  few  seconds.  Every  fly  being  securely 
fixed,  they  cannot  get  lost  as  they  do  out  of  a  book,  each  fly  having  a  spring  for  itself. 
Made  in  several  sizes,  to  hold  24  to  150  flies,  single  or  double.  Price  from  Qs,  to  18s. 
Special  sizes  to  order.    Trout  size  to  hold  eyed  flies. 


LOCH  FLIES. 

Suitable  for  Sutherland. 


SALMON,  GRILSE,  SEA  TROUT,  LOCH,  and  RIVER  PLIES  in  great  variety,  and  sent  out  at  a  moment's!  notice. 
HAVING  FISHED  nearly  all  the  principal  rivers  dhd  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may  rely  on  being  supplied  with  tackle  of  the  most 

suitable  kind. 

Largest  maker  of  first-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  REELS  in  the  world.  Used  by  all  the.  leading  anglers  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  .  HIGHEST  A  WARDS  of  any  at  the  Great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  London,  1883,  °  GOL  0  MEDAL 
for  general  collection  of  Bods  and  Tackle.  GOLD  M  S  DAL  and  First  Prize  for  Salmon  Flies.  GOLD  MEDAL  for  Salmon 
Reels.  GOLD  MEDAL  for  Trout  Reels.  HIGHEST  AWARDS  National  Fisheries  Exhibition  Norwioh  188" 
HIGHEST  AWARDS  Edinburgh,  1883. 

28.  and  2S.  6d.  per  dozen.    Testimonials  from  oil  ■ports  of  the  world.  Pric?  List  Free  to  any  address.  Begistered  Telegraphic  Address-  "  M  ALLOQH ,  PER^H  "  Telephone  No.  31 


RIVER  COQUET, 

NORTHUMBERLAND. 

THE  NORTHUMBBIAN  ANGLERS' 
FEDERATION  have  nearly  12  miles 
of  the  best  water  on  this  famous  Trout 
stream.  Season  tickets,  1  guinea.— Apply 
to  J.  A.  Williamson,  Solicitor,  New- 
castle-on-Tyne,  Clerk. 


IVINGTON  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISH- 
ING CLUB,  Leominster,  Herefordshire. — 
Gentlemen  desirous  of  becoming  MEMBERS  of 
the  above  Club  (preserving  the  Fishery  on  the 
River  Arrow  extending  from  Broadward  Bridge 
to  Monkland  Bridge,  Leominster)  are  requested 
to  communicate  with  the  Secretary,  W.  Laver, 
.Fairlelgh  House,  Leominster.  Annual  subscrip- 
tion (entitliDg  subscribers  to  membership-Ticket 
and  four  day  tickets  for  friends),  £3  3s. 


(LATE   MANAGER   TO    H.  DUNHILL). 


PATENT 


LUCIFEROUS 
MAY  FLIES, 

INFLATED  TRANSPARENT  BODIES  (UNSINKABLE),  6  6  PER  DOZEN. 

Ill,  JUDD  STREET,  EUSTON  ROAD. 


THE  question  as  to  where  to  spend 
our  Holidays  may  be  best  de- 
cided by  the  perusal  of  "  Longley's 
Holiday  Guides,"  a  specimen  copy 
of  whch,  with  full  list  (67),  will 
be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  ljd., 
by  Mr,  Longley,  Warwick-lane, 
London. 


HALF- YE  ABLY  VOLUMES 

OP 

"THE  FISHING  GAZETTE," 

Bound  in  cloth,  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Publishers,  prioe  6s.  Cd.  eaoh ;  post 
free,  7s.  3d. 


CARTER   &>  CO. 

137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 


MAY    F  L I  ES .    Will  kill  when  other  Plies  are  useless. 


Perfect  Floating. 

2d.  each. 
Is.  9d.  dozen. 


Trout  and  Grayling 
Chub  -  -  -  - 
Sea  and  Lake  Trout 
Salmon  (Plain)  - 


Spinning  Head.  Patent. 


Fishing  Gazette:  "Very  deadly." 
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was  spent  in  harmony,  many  capital  songs  being  rendered.  Mr 
G.  Biches  occupied  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  T.  Goodwins ;  Messrs. 
Harris  and  Butt,  jun.,  presided  at  the  pianoforte.  The  usual 
hearty  votes  of  thanks  were  accorded  to  the  officers,  which 
brought  a  very  pleasant  evening  to  a  close. — H.  B. 

Lea  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cricketers'  Hotel, 
Downs-road,  Clapton. — At  our  last  meeting  we  were  very  sorry  to 
hear  of  the  serious  illness  of  our  active  secretary,  Mr.  W.  H  King. 
His  presence  at  our  meeting  was  much  missed.  Our  annual 
dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes  will  be  postponed  in  consequence 
of  same.— C.  J.  King. 

Lincoln  Angling1  Society,  Metropolitan,  Winchester- 
street,  Pentonville. — A  good  attendanoe  at  our  quartely  meeting, 
the  following  officers  be  ng  re-elected:  Mr.  H.  Wood,  chairman; 
Mr.  Pearse,  treasurer ;  W.  Watling,  secretary ;  Mr.  Johnson  and 
Mr.  Briley,  auditors :  Mr.  Watling  and  Mr.  Francis,  delegates  for 
Central  meetings ;  Mr.  Johnson,  scalesman.  Mr.  A.  Webber  and 
Mr.  H.  More  were  proposed  for  membership,  and  will  be  balloted 
for  next  week. — W.  Watling. 

Liverpool  Angling  -  saociation. — Although  the  weather 
keeps  fine  the  nights  are  frosty,  and  the  wind  has  a  chilly  feeling, 
which  is  anything  but  encouraging  to  the  fly  fishers.  There  is 
now  a  cry  for  rain,  both  by  farmers  and  anglers,  and,  indeed, 
streams  are  getting  somewhat  low,  and  a  day's  rain  would  do  no 
harm  to  any  one.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  decent  catch  of  trout  for 
a  fortnight,  but  fishermen  are  getting  mighty  reticent  in  respect 
to  their  success ;  and,  looking  at  the  matter  from  a  ordinary 
standpoint,  they  can  scarcely  be  blamed  for  their  reserve.  Once 
let  it  be  known  that  you  have  had  a  decent  creel  of  fish  from  a 
given  water,  and  you  have  let  loose  the  "dogs  of  war"  and 
"  havoc  "  will  be  the  result,  anglers  being  now  such  a  mighty  host. 
— B.  D.  Woolfall 

Liverpool  East  End  Angling  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row.— A  few  anglers  have  been  out  during 
the  past  week  trying  the  fly,  with  only  moderate  results,  both  on 
the  Gowy  and  Alyn.  From  the  latter  Mr.  H.  Bratt  had  three 
brace  of  trout.  On  the  23rd  inst.  six  members  of  the  above 
association  were  doing  good  work  in  the  way  of  stocking  the 
association's  water  at  Baby  by  placing  some  hundreds  of  roach 
and  rudd  in  them.  Members  are  pariioularly  requested  to  attend 
the  special  meeting  on  Monday,  31st  inst.,  for  the  consideration 
of  new  fishing  grounds,  which,  if  obtained,  will  be  a  great  boon 
to  the  members.— Jambs  Bbynolds. 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Newington- 
green,  Mildmay  Park,  N.— ^On  Tuesday  last  we  had  a  well  attended 
meeting,  when  several  matterB  were  discussed.  Mr.  Hendon  had 
a  nice  trout  weighing  5Jlb.  from  Dobb's  weir,  on  the  Lea.  Messrs. 
Cooper  are  preserving  the  fish.  Mr.  Hendon  lost  another  fish  of 
about  2£lb.— H.  Stockbale. 

North-East  Brothers  Angling  Society ,  Star  and  Garter, 
Green-street.— Special  adjourned  meeting  Wednesday,  June  2, 
when  I  hope  members  will  attend  as  early  as  possible. — A. 
Lewis. 

Fhcenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.W.— Our  annual  brake  outing  on  June  20,  to  Harefleld.  Will 
members  pleaBe  let  me  know  which  privilege  ticket  to  send  for  ?— 
E.  C. 

Royal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms  Hotel, 
Bateman-street,  Soho.— Last  meeting  night  we  were  well 
attended,  and  not  only  got  through  a  deal  of  business  but  added 
greatly  to  our  prize  list  for  the  coming  season,  which  promises 
to  eclipse  all  past  ones.  Will  members  that  have  not  cleared  the 
books   kindly  turn  up  next  meeting  night,  and  oblige — J. 

GIBBON'S. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun,  Boniface- 
street,  Westminster  Bridge-road. — We  take  a  visit  on  the  S.L.D.A. 
Visiting  List  on  June  15,  when  brother  anglers  are  cordially 
invited.  Members  desiring  privilege  tickets  will  oblige  by  apply- 
ing as  soon  as  possible. — W.  Axstey. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden,  W. — Tuesday  next,  June  1,  is  quarterly 
night.  Election  of  officers,  &e.;  honorary  members'  annual 
subscriptions  become  due.  The  committee  will  meet  at  8.30  for 
■i  o'clock,  to  arrange  list  of  prizes  for  next  season.  We  hope  to 
see  all  present.  We  have  elected  two  new  members  to  start  the 
season  with. — Pelican. 

Social  Brothers' Angling  Club,  Prince  Eegent,  Dulwieh- 
road.  Heme  Hill. — On  May  20  the  eighteenth  annual  dinner  of  this 
well-known  South  London  club  was  held  at  the  headquarters, 
Mr.  William  Bavdon,  L.O.C.,  being  in  the  chair.  After  dinner  an 
excellent  musical  programme  was  carried  out,  the  chief  con- 
tributors being  Messrs.  Hancock,  Fred  Elliott,  W.  Downs,  Charles 
Conyers,  Arthur  J.  Nash.  The  members  of  the  Social 
Brothers'  Angling  Club  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the 
state  of  the  club's  finances,  the  treasurer,  after  making 
all  disbursements  for  the  past  season,  having  a  handsome 
balance  in  hand,  while  the  prize  list  for  the  ensuing  season  is  one 
with  which  they  ought  to  feel  very  gratified.  A  number  of  prizes 
offered  during  the  late  fishing  year  were  not  won,  but  this  must  be 
largely  attributable  to  a  circumstance  over  which  anglers  have  no 
control,  viz.,  the  unfortunate  weather  experienced  during  last 
summer.  The  president  of  the  club  for  the  present  year  is  Mr.H. 
Scott  Palmer;  the  vice-president,  Mr.  H.  Eichardson;  and  the 
hon.  secretary,  Mr.  George  A.  Cooper.  It  should  be  stated  that 
there  are  vacancies  for  several  new  members  — H.  ElCHAitDSON. 

Stratford  Angling  Society  (late  Great  Eastern),  Dorset 
ArmB,  .oeyioii-roaa,  Stratford  New  Town. — I  wish  to  inform 
members  that  were  not  present  on  Tuesday  that  we  decided  that 
the  distribution,  with  a  smoking  concert,  takes  place  on  Tuesday, 
June  16,  when  we  hope  to  see  friends  present. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society.  Plough  and  Harrow,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith,  W.— On  June  1  there  will  bo  a  special 
meeting  at  9  o'clock;  roll  called  at  10  o'clock  sharp.  Trusting 
all  members  will  attend  to  settle  new  rules  and  other  business. 
During  the  past  fortnight  seven  new  members  were  introduced  : 
Messrs.  G.  Lucas,  A.  L.  Page,  B.  Pearson,  A.  Stephens,  J. 
Creasy,  C.  Borcham,  F.  Bovie.— E.  J.  Jennings. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess  Victoria, 
Robert- street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.— On  Tuesday  last  wo  held 
our  second  annual  dinner,  the  chair  being  taken  by  our  president, 
Mr.  W.  Cook.  The  principal  prize  winners  being  Austin, 
Toothill,  Clark,  Cook,  Jim  Bouffler,  Bristowe,  Penning,  Buck- 
ingham, and  after  the  supper  the  following  contributed  to  the 
harmony :  Messrs.  Steptoe,  France,  Spencer,  Austin,  Clark,  Cook, 
Jim,  and  a  lot  of  others,  and  we  have  a  substantial  prize  list  to 
start  the  season  with. — T.  Austin. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— Oor  distribution  took  place  on  Tuesday  last, 
wnen  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  foil  jwing  were 
the  most  successful  during  the  past  season :  Messrs.  W.  Betts, 
W.  Birch,  W.  Allan,  A.  Pain,  H.  Clegg,  W.  A.  Brookman,  G. 
Clayton,  H.  Pain  J.  Clayton,  J.  Morring,  J.  King.  As  compared 
with  last  year,  there  is  a  slight  decrease  in  the  gross  weight  of 
fish.  A  special  general  meeting  is  called  for  Tuesday  jiext, 
June  1,  when  the  election  of  officers  takes  place,  on  which  occasion 
every  member  Is  requested  to  be  present. — H.  0. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  Angling  Society,  Black 
Bull,  Fulham-road. — We  had  a  good  meeting  on  Wednesday 
last,  when  Mr.  Albert  Bool  was  proposed  as  a  working  member. 
We  had  several  prizes  added  to  our  list,  on  which  there  is 
still  a  little  room,  so  intending  donors  kindly  "  buck  up." 
Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  will  oblige  by  Intimating  our 
secretary  at  an  early  date. — C.  Wake. 


Walworth  Waltonians'  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul  s 
Tavern,  Westmoreland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.— A  goodly  company 
attended  cur  annual  distribution  on  May  26,  and  several  more 
prizes  were  added  to  the  list,  which  now  stands  at  £25.  The 
principal  winners  were  Messrs.  J.  Brunker,  A.  Piolaine,  W. 
Wray,  J.  H.  Eisdon,  and  W.  Griffin.  The  evening  wound  up 
with  harmony.  A  general  meeting  is  called  on  Wednesday  next, 
June  2,  for  important  business. — W.  Wray. 

Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  Eoebuck  Hotel, 
Bridge-street.— A  special  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  on 
Friday,  May  21.  The  principal  business  was  to  consider  the 
application  made  by  the  East  End  Anglers'  Association  of 
Liverpool.  Mr?  J.  Eeynolds,  the  secretary,  applied  on  behalf  of  his 
club  "  if  they,"  the  Warrington  A.A.,  "would  accept  the  East  End 
AA.  members  as  a  body  at  a  reduced  rate ;  they  did  not  wish  to 
compete  for  the  prizes.  The  only  thing  th9y  desired  was  the 
flshiog."  After  an  interesting  discussion  the  following  resolution 
was  carried:  "That  the  members  of  the  East  End  A.A  be 
admitted  members  of  this  association  on  payment  of  an  annual 
subscription  of  5s.  each,  and  one  nominal  entrance  fee  of  2s.  6d. 
to  cover  the  whole  of  the  members."  The  maps  of  the  associa- 
tion waters  will  soon  be  ready.  A  number  will  be  printed,  to 
that  members  can  buy  one  for  themselves.  Several  pike  have 
been  recently  seen  in  the  association  waters  at  Ljmm. — Fred.  J, 
EmSON. 

White  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart,  Tottenham 
Hale,  N.— On  May  20  our  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution 
was  numerously  attended.  We  had  some  excellent  music  and 
capital  talent.  Altogether  a  most  enjoyable  evening.  After  the 
presentation  of  prizes  a  splendid  roach  pole  was  presented  to  Mr. 
Elliott  for  services  rendered  to  the  club  during  the  three  years  of 
its  existence.  His  health  was  drunk  with  musical  honours.  In 
reply,  Mr.  Elliott  gave  a  report  of  the  last  year's  working,  from 
which  it  appears  that  we  have  a  good  balance  in  hand  of  £14.  On 
June  2  a  special  general  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers  and 
other  important  business,  when  we  hope  members  will  attend  in 
full  force. — F.  Hamond. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Wye  and  Berwent  (Derbyshire).— These  rivers  are  now 
in  excellent  order  for  fly  fishing,  and  a  good  average  number  of 
rods  have  been  seen  on  both  streams,  and  several  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  obtained.  On  the  Wye  two  gentlemen  succeeded 
in  landing  a  few  fish.  Grayling  on  this  river  have  been  rather 
troublesome.  Members  of  the  Darley  Dale  Club  waters  have  also 
landed  a  few  nice  trout.  The  Chatsworth  fishery  has  also 
yielded  some  decent  fish,  fishing  early  and  late.  The  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  been  fished  with  fair 
success.  I  hear  of  one  local  angler  obtaining  four  brace  of  fair 
size,  one  about  lib.,  from  Matlock  Dale  water;  also  two  other 
gentlemen,  below  Cromford,  have  obtained  several  good  trout. 
The  Green  Drake  is  juBt  making  its  appearance  on  both  streams, 
but  trout  are  not  taking  thtm  at  present.  The  following  flies  will 
be  useful:  Yellow  Dun,  Bed  and  Grey  Quill,  Ash  Dun,  Dotterel, 
and  Black  Gnat.— Dotterel. 

CLUBS. 

Anglers' Association  (Eastern  District,  No.  2)  Visiting 
List.— The  return  visit  paid  to  the  Funny  Folks  A.S.  on  the  24th 
was  poorly  attended,  as"  only  thirteen  clubs  were  represented. 
The  next  visit  will  take  place  at  the  Islington  Brothers  A.S.  on 
Monday,  July  4.— F.  ThorlinG. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance,  Vassal-road, 
S.W. — A  special  meeting  is  called  for  next  Thursday,  at  9  p.m. 
sharp.  All  members  requiring  privilege  tickets  kindly  attend  or 
apply  to  the  secretary  for  same. — Geo.  A.  Cooper. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road. — Owing  to  extensive  alterations  at  our  clubhouse,  the 
annual  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  Mr.  E.  Mallett's,  The 
Eising  Sun,  Harper-street,  New  Kent-road,  on  Wednesday,  the 
26th  inst.,  when  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent,  the  prin- 
cipal prize  winners  being  Messrs.  D.  Davis,  H.  Palmer,  sen.,  H. 
Palmer,  jun.,  H.  Mallett,  sen.,  W.  J.  Wade,  P.  Gardner,  H. 
Quodllng,  J.  Eobins,  J.  Bedford,  and  F.  W.Martin.  The  follow- 
ing gentlemen  contributed  to  the  harmony  of  the  evening:  Messrs. 
J.  Grant,  W.  Fowler,  H.  Mallett,  jun.,  J.  Jones,  J.  Bedford.  D. 
Davis,  H.  Montgomery,  and  W.  Clark.  I  take  this  opportunity  of 
thanking  the  members  of  the  West  Newington  Angling  Society 
who  supported  us  on  this  occasion. — F.  W.  Martin, 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street.— The  annual  dinner  and  distribution  of  prizes 
of  the  above  society  took  place  on  the  25th,  when  about  forty 
members  and  friends  sat  down  to  a  capital  spread  provided  by 
host  G.  H.  Shepherd,  under  the  able  chairmanship  of  Mr.  H.  O. 
Hinton,  president.  The  usual  toasts  were  duly  proposed  and 
responded  to,  and  the  prizes  distributed  to  the  various  winners. 
Mr.  J.  Smith  being  first  with  3171b.  10oz.,  all  fish  weighed-in 
during  the  season,  and  also  several  specimen  and  monthly  prizes ; 
Host  G.  H.  Shepherd,  2071b.  12oz.,  second  (gross  weight);  and 
Mr.  H.  Patman,  1971b.,  third.  About  sixteen  other  members  also 
took  specimen  and  monthly  prizes.  Some  capital  songs  were 
Sung  by  J.  Horton,  F.  S&epherd,  O.  Conyer,  and  others,  and  a 
most  enjoyable  evening  was  brought  to  a  close  at  midnittht.  The 
prize  list  for  the  coming  season  amounted  to  over  £25. — Alf 
Conn. 

Blaokfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E. — We  had  a  good  muster  of  members  present 
last  Wednesday,  and  some  very  important  business  was  done.  I 
should  thank  members  who  require  privilege  tickets  to  give  me 
their  names.  Any  gentleman  wishing  to  join  a  good  society 
cannot  do  better  than  join  at  once. — J.  Foster. 

Central  Association  of  London  Anglers.— The  next 
Central  Visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Great  Northern  Brothers 
Angling  Society,  Eobin  Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville, 
on  May  31.  I  hope  my  brother  anglers  will  muster  in  strong  force 
on  this  occasion,  and  give  our  host  (Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch)  a  bumpor,  as 
the  family  complete  their  fiftieth  year  as  proprietors  of  the  above 
establishment.— C.  Watling. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society.  —  Prince  George, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth. — The  annual  prize  distribution  took 
place  last  Wednesday  under  favourable  circumstances.  Mr. 
Eigers,  of  the  Bichmond  A.S.,  ably  acted  as  chairman,  and 
presented  the  various  prizes  to  the  successful  winners.  After  the 
Distribution  a  number  of  toasts  were  honoured,  followed  by  a 
vcntriloquial  entertainment  by  our  member,  Mr.  Le  Quist,  and 
songs  and  recitations  by  MeBBrs.  Jones,  Triggs,  Wright,  Hatch, 
Gunn,  and  others.  Twenty-five  prizes  were  announced  for  next 
season.  Many  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  <  h  H.  Shepherd  for  headiag 
the  list. — Alf.  Gunn. 

Foley  Angling  Soolety,  Prince  of  Wales,  Great  Barlow- 
Btreet,  Marylebone  —Annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes 
will  take  place  on  Thursday  next,  June  3.  Wc  have  elected  anew 
member  (Mr.  Plerson).  Our  members  will  answer  Mr.  Wade's 
letter  next  week,  and  give  the  true  statements. — H.  S.  Norris. 

Great  Northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Kobln 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — Tho  next  Central 
Association  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Monday,  May  31,  as 
above,  when  we  hope  to  have  a  good  muster.  Wo  have  also  a 
little  jubilee  on  our  own.  Our  family  have  occupied  the  above 
house  for  fifty  years.— J.  A.  Fitch. 


Junior  Fly  Fishers,  The  Five  Bells,  Moorflelds,  E.C.— 
At  a  well-attended  meeting  of  the  society,  held  at  the  above 
address,  Mr.  J.  Tayler  ithe  president)  in  the  chair,the  representa- 
tive of  the  society  was  finally  decided  upon,  to  compete  in  the 
National  ADgling  Clubs' Competition,  at  L  >ch  Leven,  on  June  2, 
Mr.  E.  T.  Goodwin  being  unanimously  elected.  Mr.  H.  A. 
Vincent,  of  Watford,  we  were  very  sorry  to  hear,  has  lately  passed 
away.  He  will  be  greatly  missed  in  angling  circles.  Papers  on 
fly  fishing  by  Messrs.  Oonnellan,  Tayler,  Goodwin, and  HoyI  were 
promised.  The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Thursday,  June  10, 
and  every  succeeding  Thursday,  at  the  above  address.  Any 
gentleman,  not  knowing  how  to  throw  a  fly,  can,  upon  joining  the 
society,  receive  instruction  free.  Other  important  business  was 
transacted,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the 
president  for  his  services  in  the  chair.— Hon.  Eep^rter. 

Maldon  and  Hey  bridge  Angling  Society,  White  Lion 
Inn,  Fullbridge,  Maldon. — The  monthly  meeting  of  the  above  club 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday  evening  next  at  8.30  pm.,  when 
arrangements  will  bo  made  for  the  annual  distribution  of  prizes 
and  other  business.  Mr.  T.  Springett  has  kindly  placed  a  good 
number  of  young  carp  in  the  waters  rented  by  Mr.  G.  Wrake  at 
Langford;  and  Mr.  F.  Wellsmer  has  also  put  in  a, few  rudd. 
Several  improvements  have_  been  made  for  the  accommodation 
and  convenience  of  anglers  in  the  above  named  waters,  and 
tickets  for  the  same  are  now  being  issued  at  5s.  each  for  the 
coining  season.   Applications  received  by — T.  Keen. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road. — The  smoking  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.BS.  was  not  a 
success.  On  Mr.  Thorling  opening  the  box  he  found  it  to  contain 
£3  4s.  6d.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend  on  June  2,  as 
there  will  be  some  important  business  brought  forward.— H. 
Stretch. 

Boyal  Oak  Angling  Society,  Coborn  Arms,  Coborn-road, 
Bow,  E. — Our  supper  took  place  at  the  above  house  on  Tuesday, 
May  25.  We  had  a  smoker  after  in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.  Mr.  G. 
May,  chairman;  and  Mr.  C.  Merigold,  vice.  The  box  was  opened 
and  found  to  contain  £1.  Mr.  Alf.  Barclay  gave  10s.  towards  the 
fund.  A  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  Mr.  Barclay  took 
first  honours  in  prizes ;  Tim  O'Shanhoun,  second ;  C.  Merigold, 
third.   Other  members  also  took  prizes. — F.  Pignatelli. 

Sharp  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Eising  Sun, 
Bockingham-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E. — The  annual 
supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  of  this  successful  young  club 
took  place  in  their  pretty  club-room  on  Wednesday,  26th,  and  was 
a  great  success.  A  splendid  supper  was  provided  by  Host  Sharp, 
after  which  followed  the  distribution,  with  Mr.  G.  Francis  in  the 
chair,  the  following  gentlemen  receiving  prizes:  Messrs.  E. 
Coleman,  G.  Bye,  A.  Smith,  H.  Crookes,  G.  Sharp,  A.  Francis,  G. 
Cork,  and  W.  Stevens.  Mr.  U.  Martin,  president,  was  presented 
with  a  handsome  watch  in  recognition  of  his  valuable  services  to 
the  club,  which  he  acknowledged  in  a  neat  speech  The  prize  list 
was  then  read  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  thanks  are  due  to 
those  gentlemen  who  kindly  promised  prizes.  Tne  rest  of  the 
evening  was  spent  in  harmony,  a  splendid  night  closing  with  a 
musical  toast  to  host  and  hostess  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sharp. — A.  C. 
Francis. 

Sociable  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Cam- 
bridge. Felix-street,  Cambridge  Heath.— On  May  26  our  host 
(Mr.  T.  Homes)  put  an  excellent  supper  on  the  table.  After 
supper  there  was  some  good  singing.  The  prizes  were  distributed 
to  the  successful  members,  and  about  £20  promised  for  the 
ensuing  year  for  prizes.  A  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. — 
T  Jones  ' 

South   London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 

The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Second  Surrey  Angling 
Society  on  Tuesday,  June  15,  when  I  trust  to  see  every  society  on 
the  list  represented.— A.  Painter. 
Stowmarket  Angling  Preservation  Society.— The 

annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  King's  Head  on  Wednesday 
evening,  May  26,  Mr.  Geo.  Tydeman  in  the  chair.  A  strong 
committee  was  appointed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  coming 
season,  which  opens  for  roach,  perch,  and  tench,  on  June  16,  and 
it  was  decided  to  offer  the  following  prizes  for  competition  by 
members  and  ticket-holders :  Specimen  flsh,  first,  10s.  6d.;  second, 
5s. ;  third,  3s. ;  fourth,  2s  6d.  Aggregate,  first,  12s. ;  second,  Ss. ; 
third,  4s. ;  fourth,  3s. ;  fifth,  2s.  6d.  Pike  not  included.  Day 
tickets  to  any  part  of  the  preserves,  6d. ;  working  men,  3d. ;  to  be 
obtained  of  Mr.  T.  A.  Dadley,  in  the  Market  Place.— L  T. 

Woolwich  Znvicta  Angling  Society,  Golden  Marine, 
Francis-street,  Woolwich. — At  the  annual  meeting,  on  May  20, 
the  following  officers  were  elected:  Chairman,  E.  T.  Page; 
assistant-secretary,  W.  Goldswortb;  treasurer,  W.  Davis  ;  com- 
mittee. J.  W.  Clark,  W.  Stent,  F.  Draper.  The  secretary  was  the 
recipient  of  a  handsome  prize  from  the  members  in  recognition  of 
his  past  services.  Mr.  F.  Braddick  has  accepted  the  office  of 
vice-president  On  June  3  the  Old  Friends'  Angling  Club  will  visit 
the  above  club,  when  they  will  discuss  the  inter-club  contest 
thrown  out  by  the  Woolwich  Brothers. — H.  J.  Clark. 


The  Diamond  Jubilee  Open  Eoviug  Fishing  Contest, 
in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the  Anglers'  .Benevolent  Society 
and  Convalescent  Home,  on  June  20  (starting  from 
Amberley),  for  a  number  of  prizes,  bids  fair,  under  the 
generalship  of  Messrs.  A.  A.  Eldridge  and  Vanhegan,  to 
be  a  big  success. 

 >♦♦■»<  

The  Junior  Fly-fishers  meet  every  Thursday  evening  at 
their  new  home,  The  Five  Bells,  Moorfields,  E.C.  Papers 
on  fly-fishing  (dates  of  which  will  be  duly  announced)  are 
to  be  read  during  the  session  by  Messrs.  J.  Tayler,  E.  F. 
Goodwin,  G.  Hoyle,  and  J.  P.  Connellau.  This  young 
society  is  "  going  strong."  Any  angler  who  may  not  be 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  art  of  throwing  a  fly,  can, 
upon  joining,  receive  instruction  freo.  Application  for 
membership  to  be  addressed  "  Hon.  Sec,"  as  above. 


Now  that  the  angling  season  for  coarse  fish  is  about  to 
re-open,  London  anglers  whose  field  of  op3ratons  has 
generally  been  laid  in  the  E  isteru  Counties,  will  ba  glad 
to  note  that  the  Great  Eastern  Railway  are  t-fcll  (as  has 
ever  been  the  case)  mindful  of  the  mtirig  s  of  their 
angling  clientele.  A  perusal  of  the  time  notices  for 
June  next  will  show  that  London  anglers  have  a  "wide 
collection  of  trains  from  which  to  ohoose,"  as  the 
advertisements  of  commercial  firms  have  it,  and, 
further,  that  this  go-ahead  oompany  are  running 
on  and  after  June  21  next,  for  the  convenience  of 
night-workers  in  London,  return  tickets  at  half  fare  (with 
the  usual  minimum  of  4d.),  half-hourly,  all-night  trains. 
Of  course  these  all-night  trains  are  not  particularly  for  the 
benefit  of  anglers,  but  are  nevertheless  another  of  the 
numerous  instances  of  the  enterprise  and  desire  to  meet 
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the  wants  of  the  public  which  this  company  bas  always 
manifested.  Anglers  intending  to  fish  on  J une  16th should 
peruse  the  time  sheets  for  June  with  care,  as  although  the 
general  service  is  like  that  of  May,  there  are  a  few  some- 
what important  exceptions. 

Be.  Jack  is  fishing  at  Lake  Ogwen.  He  is  also  catching 
fish.  On  Wednesday  evening,  just  before  partaking  of  the 
more  substantial  dish  of  "  Quaker  Oats,"  I  sampled  one  of 
the  pretty  little  trouties  from  Ogwen.  The  hamper  in 
which  they  were  packed  arrived  at  Drag  Mansion  labelled 
"  Fish  ;  with  care  !  "  I  don't  know  whether  the  railway 
carriers  cared,  but  there  was  also  a  welcome  little  note 
cautioning  me  to  take  "  care  "—not  to  forget  my  overcoat 
— "  keep  to  the  thick  flannels,"  &c,  and  to  make  haste 
and  come  to  Wales.  Of  course  I  have  written  him,  saying 
I  hud  already  been  to  Wales— the  Prince  of  Wales  !  Had 
a  chat  with  him  over  the  Thames  working  model 
at  the  Imperial  Institute.  You  see  the  Prince  went  in 
(ii  ufti,  and  I  was  disguised  as  an  angler.  Well,  the  hamper 
of  trout  also  contained  a  demy  broadside,  printed  in 
double-pica  type,  which  when  translated  reads  thusly  : 
 >♦♦■»<  

"  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  by  permission  of  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  Penrhyn,  the  undermentioned  lakes  and 
streams  will  be  open  to  the  public  for  trout  fishing  with 
flies  from  April  1  to  Oct.  1,  and  for  salmon  fishing  from 
April  1  to  Nov.  15,  both  inclusive,  in  each  year,  but  no 
fishing  of  any  description  will  be  allowed  between  one 
hour  after  sunset  and  one  hour  before  sunrise  I  Aber 
Lake ;  Aber  River ;  Bochlwyd  Lake :  Idwael  Lake ; 
Lligwy  Lake  and  Lligwy  River ;  Ogwen  Lake  ;  so  much  of 
the  River  Ogwen  as  lies  between  the  bridges  called  Pont- 
y-pandy  and  Pont-y-twr,  and  between  Tynymaes  and 
Ogwen  Lake,  including  the  tributary  streams  falling  into 
that  part  of  the  river.  Such  parts  of  the  River  Cegin  as 
are  the  property  of  Lord  Penrhyn  (except  for  a  distance  of 
about  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth,  and  also  excepting  where 
the  river  flows  through  a  covert  from  Coed  Howel  Mills, 
downwards  f.'»r  a  distance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  such 
excepted  portions  of  the  river  being  clearly  indicated  by 
notice  boards  on  the  premises),  Ffynon  Lloer  Lake. 
 >»♦-»<  

"The  public  are  also  allowed  to  fish  with  bait  in  the 
above-named  rivers  or  portions  of  rivers,  but  not  in  the 
lakes.  Subject  to  the  above  regulations  these  lakes  and 
streams,  being  private  property,  are  strictly  preserved, 
and  all  persons  trespassing  during  close  time  as  above 
fixed,  or  disobeying  or  interfering  with  these  regulations, 
or  disturbing  or  injuring  the  fisheries  will  be  prosecuted 
according  to  law,  and  will  be  restrained  from  again  fishing 
in  the  above  waters.  The  object  being  the  protection  of 
the  fisheries  and  the  benefit  of  bond-fide  anglers,  it  is 
hoped  that  all  persons  will  give  their  best  assistance  to 
enforce  the  regulations. 

 > ♦»» <  

A  smile  of  pleasure  would  have  spread  o'er  the  faces  of 
all  true  anglers  at  the  thought  of  coming  sport  had  they 
been  in  the  vicinity  of  Shelford  Bridge,  Sturry-road  on 
May  20,  and  witnessed  the  splendid  preparations  being  made 
by  the  Lower  8tour  Fishery  Association  to  ensure  good  times 
for  its  members.  Anglers,  as  a  general  rule,  despise  the 
roughest  of  weather,  so  long  as  they  can  follow  their  favour- 
ite pastime.  About  a  score  of  ardent  fishermen — and  fisher- 
women — who  found  their  way  to  the  lower  banks  of  the 
river  to  witness  the  re-stocking  of  the  water  with  some  of 
the  loveliest  young  English  bred  trout  a  connoisseur  could 
wish  to  ftast  his  eyes  upon.  Amongst  those  present  were 
the  popular  Secretary  of  the  Association  (Mr.  F.  C.  Nash), 
Councillor  Gentry,  Messrs.  Blofield,  F.  Feney,  E.  C.  Frend, 
C.  C.  Williamson,  Breeze,  E.  Kennett,  J.  H.  Nash,  J. 
Bunce,  Teal,  Oxley.  W.  D.  Young,  &c.  Everyone 
had  a  capital  chance  to  see  the  fish,  which  have 
been  reared  by  the  Association,-" and  average  about 
31b.  previous  to  their  being  placed  in  the  river,  and 
loud  were  the  expressions  of  praise,  and  more  than  one  was 
heard  to  utter  a  longing  for  a  "fry"  for  breakfast-  The 
fish  were  then  placed  iu  different  parts  of  the  river  to  await 
the  cleverly  dressed  dry  fly  which  ere  long  they  will  be 
tempted  with,  and  some,  no  doubt,  captured.  The  same 
evening  a  large  consignment  was  received  by  rail,  and  also 
put  into  the  river,  making  altogether  about  800,  so  that 
there  is  every  prospect  of  plenty  of  good  angling  for  the 
members  of  the  Association. 

 >♦»■»<  

PLYMOUTH  has  had  its  first  fishing  competition.  Twenty- 
three  competitors  took  part  at  Turnchapel.  but  weather 
and  tide  was  against  good  sport,  and  after  a  tussle  between 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Eudacott,  the  former  won,  having 
taken  one  fish  more.  Mr.  C.  T.  Cload  promoted  the 
match,  and  gave  the  prize— a  splendid  mullet  rod. 


The  Cornwall  County  Council  have  recommended  that 
a  grant  of  £60  be  made  to  the  Biver. Camel  Conservators, 
in  order  that  the  interests  of  the  salmon  and  peal  fisheries 
my  bo  better  protected.  For  some  years  salmon  and  peal 
have  been  decreasing  in  an  alarming  manner,  arid  the 
revenue  from  the  net  fisheries  has  consequently^fallen  off , 
the  industry  being  on  the  road  to  extinction.  It  is_  hoped 
that  with  additional  facilities  for  supervision  during  the 
spawning  season  that  the  fishing  will  again  be  placed  on 
its  old  level. 

Among  those  who  ply  the  rod  are  many  who  take  the 
road.  They  do  not  take  it  very  far,  but  that  is  a  detail,  as 
the  pouter  said  of  his  caudal  appendage.  And  of  such  as 
take  the  road  most  are  cyclists,  being  therefore  capable  of 
appreciating  anything  good  in  the  way  of  wheel  literature, 
let  me  commend  to  them  "The  Wheeliat  Annual,"  of 
which  a  copy  has  just  reached  me.    It  is  fresh,  fres'h  as  the 


country,  and  one  of  the  best  shilling's  worth  I  have  struck 
for  quite  a  while.  Amid  a  wealth  of  interesting  matter  is 
a  thrilling  story  by  Robert  Barr,  and  there  are  notable 
contributions  by  such  well-known  writers  as  C.  W.  Brown, 
Angm  Evan  Abbott,  W.  S.  Holding,  E.  W.  Sabel,  E.  B. 
Turner,  and  Harold  Quill  (who  occasionally  drops  a  line  to 
the  Fishing  Gazette).  The  chapters  on  "  Half  Holiday 
Wheelings  "  and  "  The  Cost  of  the  Cycle  "  are  well  worth 
perusal,  and  the  illustrations  throughout  are  of  capital 
quality.  I  can  honestly  commend  "  The  Wheelist  Annual," 
and  may  add  that  the  man  (or  woman)  who  spends  a 
shilling  thereon  will  have  every  reason  to  imitate  the  fellow 
in  "  Olivette,"  who  was  said  to  "  bob  up  serenely." 


A  gentleman  who  has  been  fishing  in  Ireland  sends  the 
following:  "  It  may  be  of  interest  to  those  who  contem- 
plate fishing  in  Ireland  this  season,  to  learn  that  the 
Lough  Mask  Angling  Association  has  now  been  formed. 
The  annual  subscription  is  10s.,  and  members  get  reduc- 
tions on  the  hotel  tariff,  the  proprietor,  besides  being  an 
excellent  host,  having  the  preservation  of  the  spawning 
trout  very  closely  at  heart.  In  fact,  it  is  owing  to  him 
that  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the  fishing  has 
already  taken  place.  Members  of  the  Angling  Association 
have  besides  the  call  of  the  club  boats,  which  are  very 
superior  to  the  ordinary  turf  boat,  and  they  only  pay  the 
boatmen  2s.  apiece  in  place  of  3s.,  so  that  the  subscription 
is  very  soon  made  up.  I  would  strongly  recommend  any- 
one contemplating  a  visit  to  Galway  to  join  the  club,  and 
give  Lough  Mask  a  trial.  It  undoubtedly  contains  very  large 
trout,  and  probably  more  large  ones  than  any  other  lake  in 
the  Kingdom.  I  was  unfortunate  enough  not  to  run  across 
one  larger  than  5£lb.  Of  course,  the  larger  the  subscrip- 
tion list  the  larger  the  number  of  water  bailiffs  and  the 
closer  the  preservation. 

 >  »»♦ <  

I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  the  suggestion  thrown  out  by 
"  Noss  Mayo  "  that  the  conservators  of  the  Camel  should 
apply  to  the  County  Council  of  Cornwall  for  pecuniary 
assistance  has  met  with  a  liberal  response.  That  body,  on 
application  being  made  to  them,  referred  the  matter  to 
their  finance  committee,  who  have  granted  a  sum  of  £60 
per  annum  to  enable  them  to  protect  their  river  against 
the  multitude  of  poachers  who  have  for  some  years  played 
havoc  among  the  salmon.  Long  live  the  County  Council 
of  Cornwall. 


"  The  members  of  the  Bath  Anglers'  Association,"  says 
the  Bath  W.  Herald,"  are  certainly  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  success  which  has  attended  the  formation  of 
their  society.  But  a  little  while  ago  the  banding  together 
of  the  disciples  of  the  rod  was  a  thing  often  talked  about, 
and  that  was  all,  and  when  eventually  it  was  decided  to 
take  the  plunge  everything  was  in  a  very  small  way.  The 
anglers  were,  however,  fortunate  in  securing  as  their 
officers  just  the  very  men  for  the  position — men  who  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  sport,  men  of  energy  and  of 
business  habits,  and  under  their  fostering  care  and 
guidance,  aided  by  the  goodwill,  and  also  good 
fellowship,  of  the  members,  the  society  has  attained  a 
position,  both  as  regards  membership  and  finances,  of 
which  they  have  every  reason  to  be  proud,  and  it  is  still 
progressing.  The  members  have  already  the  privilege  of 
some  capital  fishing  water,  and  there  are  now  added  some 
trout  streams  which  will  make  membership  of  the  associa- 
tion still  more  attractive.  As  far  as  trout  fishing  is  con- 
cerned, the  advantages  offered  are  not  at  present  very 
considerable,  but  everything  must  have  a  beginning,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  next  season  the  association  will  be  able  to 
offer  its  members  still  greater  attractions  in  this  respect. 
Hope  has  not  yet  been  abandoned  of  being  permitted  to 
stock  the  Monkswood  Reservoir.  That,  however,  is  only 
one  direction  in  which  their  ambition  lies,  and  by  no  means 
the  most  important." 

 >  »♦■»  <  

The  lady  bicyclists  are  in  full  swing  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium,  and  the  large  audiences  (which  I  noticed 
included  some  well  known  anglers)  have  seen  some  fine 
racing.  On  Saturday,  June  5,  the  race  will  conclude  at 
10  p.m. ,  when  some  exciting  riding  should  be  seen,  judging 
by  the  week's  proceedings.  On  Monday  a  new  operatic 
sketch,  entitled  "  Mephisto  in  Love,"  will  be  produced. 


At  the  East  Riding  Police  Court,  Hull,  recently,  the 
following  were  summoned  for  fishing  in  the  river  Hull  for 
trout  without  licences :  Alexandra  Bergman,  Fred  W. 
Owbridge,  Henry  Bullivant,  John  Tauser,  Albert  W. 
Hickling,  Henry  Creer,  Charles  Holloway,  Henry 
Warrener,  Frederick  Johnson,  Frederick  Cawkwell, 
William  Warrener,  William  Hewson,  and  Charles  Denni- 
son,  all  of  whom  reside  at  Hull.  Mr.  Harry  Wray, 
solicitor,  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board,  and  he  called  Farrow  Stead  to  prove  the  charges. 
Except  in  one  instance  the  offences  were  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  on  April  18,  when  a  match  of  the  Red 
Lion  Club  took  place.  The  bench  considered  all  the 
charges  proved.  Judgment  was  respited  in  the  case  of 
Henry  Bullivant  and  John  Tauser,  against  whom  it  was 
stated  they  fished  with  three  rods  instead  of  two.  William 
Warrener  and  William  Hewson  were  each  fined  4s.  and 
the  costs,  and  the  remainder  2s.  each  and  the  costs,  3s.  8d. 


An  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Amalgamated  Printers' 
Warehouseman's  Association  and  their  confreres  to  provide 
the  necessary  funds  for  establishing  a  "  Special  Warehouse- 
man's Pension,"  on  the  same  lines  as  those  provided  by 
the  overseers  of  the  Machiao  and  Composing  Departments, 
and  better  known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Pardoo-Killing- 
back,"   "  Creapin-Harding,"  "  Drummond,"  "London 


Association  of  Correctors  of  the  Press,"  and  "Scott- 
Southcott  "  Pensions.  The  committee  who  are  working  for 
this  new  Pension  is  quite  a  representative  one,  and  they  are 
Mr.  H.  Garnon,  Mr.  J.  Pardoe,  Mr.  W.  Creepin,  and  Mr. 
J.  Barber  ;  the  hon.  sees,  being  Mr.  E.  Flowerday  (Bell 
Punch  Printing  Company),  Mr.  E.  T.  Grove  (Eyre  and 
Spottiswoode),  and  Mr.  A.  Pearson  (sec.  of  Amalgamated 
Printers'  Warehousemen's  Society),  any  of  whom  will  be 
glad  to  receive  donations  or  give  information  in  reference 
to  the  matter.  £420  will  be  required  for  tho  purpose. 
There  should  be  little  difficulty  in  accomplishing  such  an 
excellent  work  as  assisting  to  attach  another  pension  to 
the  Printers'  Pension,  Almshouse,  and  Orphan  Asylum 
Corporation. 

The  water  at  Marlow-on-Thames  is  in  good  order  for 
trouting.  Several  small  trout  are  reported  a?  being  taken, 
but  none  large.  Mr.  C.  L.  Mathews  has  seen  one  or  two 
really  fine  fish  feeding  at  times  this  week. 

Secretary  Stretch,  of  the  North  London  A.  S., 
says  their  A.  B.  S.  concert  was  not  a  succ9?s,  as  only 
£3  4s.  6d.  was  found  in  the  box  !  Of  course  £6  9s.  would 
have  been  better,  but  I  have  attended  many  concerts  in  aid 
of  the  same  benevolent  cause,  and  could  not  stretch  more 
than  one  pound. 

 )  »♦«  (  

I  have  just  seen  the  sportsman's  supplement  to  the 
Bazaar  for  May.  It  contains  an  excellent  article  upon 
"  Roach  Fishing  on  the  Thames  at  Kingston,"  by  Mr. 
F.  H.  Amphlett,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  Kingston  Piscatorial 
Society.  Who  should  be  more  qualified  to  write  upon  this 
subject  than  the  promoter  of  the  Thames  Re-stocking 
Society  and  the  secretary  of  the  District  Angling  Society. 
I  have  read  the  article  with  interest,  and  hop?  shortly  to 
print  an  article  upon  Thames  fishing  from  Mr.  Amphlett, 
who  has  promised  to  write  something  concerning  the 
Thames  which  should  be  of  interest  to  the  readers  of  the 
Fishing  Qazette. 

 )  »t»  «  

The  seventeenth  annual  dinner  of  the  Norfolk  Anglers 
took  place  on  Thursday  night.  "  Ben  "  was  in  the  vice- 
chair,  and  Mr.  Twyman  ably  presided  over  a  very  larg* 
company.  The  dinner  was  admirably  served,  and  a 
splendid  lot  of  prizes  were  presented  to  the  fortunate 
winners,  amongst  whom  were  Messrs.  Buck,  Abbott, 
Tucker,  Wilkins,  Barker,  Gray,  Fathers,  Millett,  Severns, 
Fullur,  Cheokley,  Berry,  Dix,  Buck,  Tupper,  Balls, 
Ireland,  &c.  A  good  prize-list  was  announced  for  next 
season.  The  "  harmony,"  says  Ben,  was  "  soopurb." 
 >»»♦<  

I  understand  from  "  Ben"  that  the  Rose  and  Crown 
angle)  s  had  a  jolly  time  of  it  on  Tuesday  evening,  the 
occasion  being  a  smoking  concert  at  their  headquarters. 
Amongst  those  who  assisted  towards  the  success  of  the 
entertainment  were  Mr.  Charles  Sansom  (in  his  inimitable 
rendering  of  "The  Blind  Boy"),  Winsby,  Brock, 
Marchant,  Lee,  Marriott,  Bridge,  Mont,  Walter  Brown, 
&c.  Mr.  Rider  was  in  the  chair ;  Mr.  Winsby,  vice. 
Host  Kennedy  had  a  grand  reception,  and  secretary  Payne 
was  delighted. 

She:  "How  did  you  feel  when  you  were  sea-sick?" 
He  :  "  As  if  the  whale  knew  his  business  when  he  got  rid  of 

Jonah."    (Sic  transit  gloria  !)  Dragnet. 


THAMES  RESTOCKING  ASSOCIATION. 

SALMON  FOR  THE  THAMES. 
An  important  committee  meeting  of  this  association 
was  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel,  Kingston,  on  Wednesday, 
Mr.F.  H.  Amphlett  presiding.  A  cheque  for  £4  4s.  was 
received  from  Mr.  Ghurney  on  behalf  of  the  Anglers' 
Association,  and  the  hon.  secretaries  were  asked  in 
in  acknowledging  the  receipt  to  request  the  Anglers' 
Association  to  appoint  a  delegate  to  the  Thames  Restocking 
Association,  the  name  of  Mr.  A.  W.Parker  being  suggested. 
It  was  decided  to  accept  the  kind  offer  of  Mr.  Richmond, 
of  North  Devon,  of  200  land-locked  Salmo  fontanalis 
(free  of  charge),  and  to  place  them  in  the  Thames  as  an 
experiment  at  the  following  places :  Fifty  at  Henley,  fifty 
at  Maidenhead,  fifty  at  Penton  Hook,  and  fifty  at  Shepper- 
ton.  Secretaries  of  the  local  angling  associations  v  ill  ho 
requested  to  receive  the  fish  on  behalf  of  the  Thames 
Restocking  Association,  and  place  them  in  the  river 
The  committee  also  decided  to  purchase  at  once  100  carp 
of  31b.  each,  to  be  placed  in  the  Thames,  as  follows  : 
Twenty-five  at  Teddington,  twenty -five  at  Moulsey, 
twenty-five  at  Sunbury,  and  twenty-fivo  at  Sheppertou. 
Mr.  F.  Arthur  moved  that  the  first  annual  report  and 
balance-sheet  of  the  association,  together  with  a  copy  of 
the  rules,  be  printed,  and  sent  to  all  subscribers  with- 
out delay.  Mr.  Welton  seconded,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  F.  Littlewood  proposed  that  Mr.  G.  A.  Cooper  and 
Mr.  D.  Denniford  audit  the  accounts ;  Mr.  Sands 
seconded,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  Mr.  F.  II .  Amphlett,  on 
the  proposition  c  f  Mr.  Charles  Littlewood,  was  elected  chair- 
man of  committee  for  twelve  months,  and  it  was  arranged 
to  hold  meetings  on  tho  second  Tuetdiyof  each  month. 
Mr.  Hankins  announoed  that  the  society  numbered  about 
140  members,  and  had  a  b  ilance  in  hand  of  £20,  and  no 
liabilities  (Cheers.)  Mr.  F.  H.  Amphlett  proposed 
the  fol'owing  now  members:  Mr.  Emms,  Mr.  A.  H. 
Matlews.  Mr.  J.  Littlewood,  Mr.  Bride,  Mr.  Grove, 
Mr.  Savidge,  Mr.  Steer,, Mx.  Arthur,  Mr.  Blizzard, 
and  Mr.  J.  M.  Christie.  They  wero  unanimously  elected. 
It  wsb  decided  to  invite  a  delegate  from  the  Earlsficld, 
Shepl  erd's  Bush,  Epsom,  and  St.  ^John's  Wood  Angjing 
Societies  to  join  the  oommittec.  A  special  committee 
meeting  of  the  association  is  to  be  held  at  the  Sun  Hotel* 
Kingston,  on  Monday  next,  at  0  p.m. 
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D.  SLAT 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

RODS,  REELS,  <k 

Slater's  New  Design  Nottingham  Reel, 

"THE  ZEPHYR," 

The  lightest  and  most  perfect  Nottingham 
Keel  rna^e. 


TROUT! TROUT! TROUT! 

Anglers   wishing   to  have    their  Trout 
Preserved  and  Mounted  in  first-class  style 
should  send  them  direct  to 

F.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Specialist  in  Fish  Preserving  and 
Mounting. 

CHARGES  MODERATE. 


3£in..  15s. ;    4in.,  16s. ;    with  QJieisk 
Action,  3s.  each  extra. 

Special  List  sent  Post  Free  to  any  address. 


TROUT  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  and 
FLIES  of  the  most  reliable  quality 

kept  iti  stock. 
May  Flies,  per  dozen.  4s. ;  Floating  Flies, 
single  wings,  2s.;  F.oating  Flies,  double 

wings,  2s.  6d. ;  Hackle  Flie3,  Is.  6d. 
Any  Flies  dressed  to  Pattern  can  now  be 
obtained  at 

23,  FIRST  STREET,  WALTON  STREET, 

FORREST  &  SON'S 
CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 
J03E3CKT  FORREST, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description. 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Bods  and 
Patterns  in  Flies  made  to  order.  J.  F.,  Doing  a 
Practical  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  flrst-el'ass  quality."— Fishing  Gazette. 


First-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES 
DRESSED  to  Order  or  Pattern. 

G.  HOYLE,  Practical  Ply  Drssser, 

44,  Libebia  Road,  Highbtjby, 
London,  N. 
PRICE    LIST   POST  FREE. 


JAMES 


28,  WINGHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERY  DESCRIPTION 
OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  GrilS9,  and  Trout  Rods. 
No  connection  with  any  other  nerson  assuming  the  same  name. 

CAUTION— The  only  man  by  the  nams  of  O^den  engaged  in 
the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 

139  GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS. 

MACONOCHIE'S 

PATES  AND  CAMP  PIES, 

THE  IDEAL  LUNCH  FOR  FISHING  OR  YACHTING  PARTIES. 

MACONOCHIES   ARMY  RATIONS. 

JK  thoroughly  Substantial  M  jal  for  two  or  three  persons  of 
carefully  proportioned  MEAT  and  Vt  GETABLES, 
remarkably  well  Flavoured,  Full  of  Gravy,  Specially 
Prepared  for  eating  COLD,  or  can  be  made  HOT  in 
a  few  minutes. 

If  cannot  obtain  from  your  grocer,  drop  us  a  Post-card,  and  we  will  forward  tin 
at  Wholesale  Price,  Carriage  Paid,  per  return. 

POTTED  MEATS,  GAME,  FISH  (of  every  description),  SAUCES,  PICKLES,  CURRIES, 
CHU1NEYS,  JAM',  JELLIES,  FLAVOURING  ESSENCES,  4c,  4c. 

MACONOCHIE  BROTHERS,  131,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C. 


Benetfink  &  Co. 

Ths  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

THE  BENETFINK  SPECIALITE. 

SELECTED  GREENHEART  SPECIAL 
GUINEA  FLY  ROD. 


10ft..  lift,  or  12ft.,  Threa  Joints.  Two  Tops,  Double  Brazed, 
Bronzed  Ferrules  and  Fittings,  Graduated  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Grip,  Landing  Handle  to  hold  the  Tops,  Rod  Spear,  in 
divisionel  bag  complete.  The  above  is  made  specially  to  our 
instructions,  and  customers  will  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
and  lightest  rods  in  the  market,  and  of  exceptional  value. 
Highly  recommended.   Inspection  invited. 

3STJE3"W  STOGIES!   JUST    TO  3BCA.3XrJD. 
SPANISH  SILKWORM  GUT. 
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Salmon,  light   
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..    S/0  . 
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Extra  long,  floe  Trout.. 
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In  Hanks  of  loo  Strands,  not  less  thin 

One  Hank  of  each  supplied. 

Postage  2d. 

These  Prices  are  per  Hank,  according  to  length. 

FOR  RODS,  REELS,  SILK  LINES,  CASTING  LINES,  FLIES,  HOOKS,  NETS,  BAITS,  4c. 
See  our  Illustrated  Catalogue.  Sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

89, 90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 

NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casti, 
Flies,  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  down 
leather  flaps,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size 
2s.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
CLOSED.  Dealers  or 

WILLIAM   BIRKET,   Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents:  S.  AiLCOCK  &  CO..  KEDBITCH. 


J.  W.  MARTIN,  "The  Trent  Otter"  date  of  Newark-on-Trent>. 

The  Practical  Fisherman  and  Manufactnrer  of  high-clas?  Angling  Requisites,  has 
some  Splendid  Bargains  in  Trout,  Salmon,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Rois,  Reels.  Linos, 
Artificial  Flies  and  Minnows,  Ac. ;  the  latest  improvements  :  high-class  quality  ;  at 

the  very  lowest  prices. 
New  Catalogue  for  1897  inir  ready, GO  -pagesand  over  100  Illustrations,  sent  Post  Fr^e 

to  ang  address. 

J.  W.  MARTIN  &  CO.,  8,  Seymour-street,  Euston-squarc,  LONDON,  N.W. 
WIMBLEDON  JLJHLKE. 

An  enjoyable  day's  Ashing,  in  a  lov.  ly  spot,  within  15  minutes  of  Waterloo.   Book  to  Wimbledon 

Park  Station. 

PUNTS  AND  BOATS  ON  HIRE.       DINNERS  AND  TEAS  AT  THE  COTTAGE. 
BOTTOM    FISHING.  ONE    ROD    la.    I»E  R  DAY. 

Proprietor— J.  GAHLICK,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon.  


O.    Sz    DFt.  BROOKS' 

FAR-FAMED  FITTED  USES,  BE  ALT  FOR  USE,  FOR  BASS,  POLLACK,  AND 
MACKEREL,  ORIGINAL  SPINNER. 

Inventors  of  the  Double  Twist,  Red,  Black,  and  Grey  Sand  Eels. 
Yachts  Fitted  witii  Trawls,  Trammels,  and  every  Requisite. 

WEST  OF  EN3LANQ  FiSH'NB  TACKLE  MANUFACTORY,  STONEHJ'SE, 

BEAK ZH    C2,   SOUTK-T.DE   STREET,  PLYMOUTH. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUES. 


384 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[May  29,  1897 


WHITSUNTIDE     HOLTDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

'I'm:  GBEA.T  Kastkrn  Railway  Company  announce 
cheap  excursion  bookings  on  Friday,  June  4,  from  Liver- 
pool-street, &c,  to  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow.  &c.  ; 
on  Saturday,  June  5j  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Edwin- 
stowe  (for  the  "  Dukeries"),  Chesterfield,  Manchester, 
Vork,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, Durham, 
Newcastle,  Ac. ;  also  to  the  principal  towns  in  thecounties 
of  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  &e.  A  special  booking 
office  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station  from 
May  31  to  June  5,  for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fortnightly, 
Friday  to  Tueslay,  and  other  tickets  to  the  sea-side  and 
"  The  Broads  "  District,  for  uss  on  forward  dates.  Tickets 
may  also  be  obtained  at  the  company's  West  End  booking 
offices,  51,  New  Oxford-street ;  215,  Edgware-road;  2,  Cock- 
spur-street  ;  120,  Brompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City 
and  West  End  offices.  Additional  relieving  trains  will  be 
inn  on  Fiiday  and  Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton, 
Walton,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c.  On  Saturday  special  trains  wili 
leave  Liverpool-street  at  4.5  p.m.  for  Southend-on-S  a, 
and  at  1.55  and  4.10  p  m.  for  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich, 
Lowestoft,  &c.  ;  and  at  10.15  a.m.,  1.55  and  4.10  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth.  Also,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  tbe  evening  of  Saturday, 
special  midnight  trairs  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
11.55  p  m.  for  Norwich,  via  Cambridge,  and  at  12.25 
(night)  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via 
Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations.  On 
Bank  Holiday  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  Fenchi  rch-street,  via  Shenfield,  to  Southend- 
on-Sea  and  Burnham-on-Crouch  ;  from  Liverpool-street,  to 
Clacton,  Walton,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Cambridge,  and 
Ely  ;  and  from  St.  Pancras,  to  Yarmouth,  Cambridee,  and 
Ely.  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issu<  d  by  all  trains  to 
Epping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  Hou'-e.  A  special 
service  cf  trains  willbe  run  at  frequent  intervals  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch- street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to 
Epping  Forest,  and  from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House. 
On  Whit  Tuesday  a  special  early  train  will  be  run  from 
Yarmouth,  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  &c,  due  at  Liverpool- 
street  at  8.22  a.m. 


ANCHOR  AND  HOPE  ANGLING  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 
On  Thursday  of  last  week  the  members  of  this  pros- 
perous South  Loudon  club  celebrated  their  twenty-thirty 
season  by  a  dinner  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant.  Upwards 
of  ninety  sat  down  to  a  recherche  repast,  including  quite  a 
number  of  ladies,  and  tbe  proceedings  throughout  were  of 
the  most  enjoyable  character.  The  president  (Mr. 
Thomas  Crumplen)  occupied  tbe  post  tf  honcnr,  faced  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Wade.  In  the  musical  portion  of  the  enter- 
tainment the  whole  of  the  artists  most  ably  acquitted 
tbemselveB,  and  amongst  them  were  Mies  Dora  Dene, 
Messrs.  Sid  Carter,  F.  W.  Hoadley,  and  Master  Hoadley 
(mandoline  duet).  H.  Marks,  W.  Cox,  Bob  Prendergast, 
Harry  Dent.  T.  Walsh,  H.  Glover,  F.  Hales,  H.  Groom, 
and  Billie  Taylor.  The  toast  lis",  consisted  of  "The 
Queen  and  Royal  Family,"  "  The  Anchor  and  Hops 
Angling  Society,"  "  Our  President,"  "  Thames  Conser- 
vancy and  Preservation  Societies,"  "  Tbe  Central  Associi- 
tion  and  Kindred  Societies,"  "  The  Ladies  and  Visitors." 
and  the  "  Press."  In  prop  sing  and  responding  to  thes*, 
Mr.  Crumplen,  Mr.  Wade,  Mr.  F.  W.  Martin,  Mr.  J  H. 
Gough  (Thames  Conservancy),  Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins 
(T.A.P.S.),  Mr.  J.  C.  Fryer,  and  Dr.  Spurgin  were 
particularly  hapny  in  their  remarks.  The  banquet  was 
served  in  the  Piscatorial  Saloon,  and  during  the  evening 
photographs  were  taken  cf  the  assembly  by  the  flash 
light.  The  committee  were  thoroughly  rewarded  for  their 
work,  and  the  entertainment  provided  will  rank  as  a 
record  one.  Mr  J.  G.  King  was  an  efficient  accompanist, 
whilst  as  stewards  Messrs.  D.  Davis-nnd  J.  Jones  were  the 
"  right  men  in  tbe  right  p'aoe."  J.  D. 


EAGLE  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  dinner  of  the  Eagle  Angling  Society  was 
held  last  week  at  the  Plough  Hotel,  Tottenham.  Mr. 
E.  T.  Elder,  the  presid<  nt,  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  A. 
Taylor,  vice-chair,  supported  bv  Messrs.  R.  J.  Frank 
Councillor  Rand,  T.  E.  Baker,  H.  Vick.  J.  S.  Dumble- 
ton,  T.  Barlow,  Sterling,  J.  Dyer,  T.  Rowley,  and 
some  thirty  or  forty  other  members  and  friends.  The 
toast  of  "The  Eagle"  was  received  enthusiastically, 
and  ably  responded  to  by  Mr.  R.  J.  Frank,  who  stated 
the  society  was  in  a  very  prosperous  position ,  with  between 
sixty  and  seventy  members,  and  a  balance  in  hand  of 
upwards  of  £15.  The  customary  toasts  to  the  officers, 
Press,  chairman,  &c,  werei  duly  honoured,  whilst  the 
harmony  was  of  an  excellent  and  high-class  order. 
A  very  lengthy  list  of  prizes  were  presented  by 
the  chairman,  and  many  offered  for  the  ensuing 
season.  Tbe  winners  of  the  awards  were  as  follows : 
Mr.  Reed,  gross  weight  r.  ach.  8oz.  and  over,  four  week 
days  in  August,,  heaviest  roach  of  the  season,  prize  for 
best  tench;  Mr.  Butler,  best  barbfl.  3b.  or  over,  and 
prizes  for  gross  weight  and  best  roach,  September ;  Mr. 
Dyer,  best  trout  of  season,  and  prizes  for  gross  weight 
dace,  over  8oz.,  and  gross  weight  roach,  over  8oz  ;  Mr. 
Price,  prizes  for  two  b>avi-8t  roach  and  bast  dace  of 
season,  prize  for  bes-  roich,  July  ■  Mr.  T  Collier,  prizesfor 
best  chub  and  best  perch,  prize  for  second  gross  weight ; 
Mr.  C.  Burnett,  prize  fi  r  gro  8  weight  roach,  four 
Sundays  in  August,  priz*  for  mi  at  weighf>-in  during 
season  ;  Mr.  Ashmore,  prize  for  gross  weight  roach, 
season,  prize  for  second  best  dace  ;  Mr.  Robert',  pri/.«  for 
best  pike,  71b  or  over ;  Mt.  Tuok,  prize  for  t ec  >nd  best 
like;  Mr.  Dumbleton,  prize  for  second  best  perch  j  Mr. 


Polontine,  prize  for  best  roach  during  August  ;  Mr.  G. 
Baynton,  prize  for  seccnd  best  barbel;  Mr.  W.  Bragg, 
prize  for  best  bream. 


MATLOCK  AND  CROMFORD  ANGLING 
ASSOCIATION. 
It  was  arranged  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  above 
association  lhat  the  1500  tw  >-year-old  trout  should  be 
turned  into  the  liver  on  Saturday,  May  22.  Members 
and  friends  were  invited  to  be  present,  and  at 
3  o'clock  p.m  the  fish  were  ready  to  bo  conveyed  to 
various  parts  of  the  river.  All  these  fish  were  in  tl  e  best 
of  condition,  and  averaging  over  8in.  in  length.  About 
1200  were  %ut  into  the  liver  te'.ow  Cromford  railway 
bridge,  as  far  down  as  what  is  known  as  the  alteration, 
ar  d  the  remainder  from  the  Jubilee  bridge  to  the  Station 
bridge,  Matlock  Bath ,  and  this  was  successfully  performed, 
without  losing  a  single  fish,  under  Collinson's  (the  keeper) 
instructions.  The  following  ladies  anl  gentlemen  were 
present:  Mr.  F.  C.  Arkwright,  J. P.,  C.C.  (president), 
Mr.  H.  Cooper  (hon.  sec),  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  Palmer- 
Pearson,  Mrs.  anl  Mr.  F.  C.  Lynnsol.  and  Messrs. 
J.  Davenport,  T.  Wyman,  J.  Newton,  W.  Skinner,  &c. 


BLACKFRIARS  ANGLING  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 

Tins  progressive  South  London  society  h  Id  their 
eleventh  annual  dinner  on  May  18,  at  headquarters,  the 
Winchester  Arms,  Southwark-street,  on  the  occasion  of 
which  the  popular  host,  Mr.  J.  R.  Willson,  put  a  choice 
menu  on  the  table, and  the  dinner  was  served  in  his  test 
style.  Mr.  Thomas  Crumplen  presided,  and  the  evening's 
enteitainment  in  every  particular  was  complete  and  most 
enjoyable.  The  usual  toasts  were  duly  proposed  and 
seconded,  and  the  prize  list  of  the  past  season  was  a  very 
lengthy  one.  For  the  coming  season  upwards  of  £20  was 
promistd.  As  stewards,  Mr.  J.  Foster  (the  secretary)  and 
Mr.  R.  Green  were  most  assiduous  in  looking  after  the 
comf  rt  of  the  company  ;  and  Mr.  W.  G.  Hewitt  made  an 
excellent  pianoforte  accompanist.  The  club  members 
during  the  past  season,  it  should  be  mentioned,  weighed-in 
10281b.  lljoz.  of  fish,  and  many  fine  specimens  were 
included,  notably  a  dace  of  lib.  loz.  by  Mr.  Whiley. 

J.  D. 


COLLINGWOOD  ANGLING  SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 

On  Monday  last  the  members  celebrated  their  second 
season  with  a  dinner  at  headquarters,  the  Brunsw'ck 
Arms,  Stamford-street,  Blackfriars-road,  and  the  function 
turned  out  most  successful.  Mr.  Roberts  presided,  whilst 
Mr.  J.  Ford  took  the  vice-chair.  The  menu  was  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  repast  well  served  by  the 
caterers,  Messrs.  H.  Philc  x  and  Sons,  of  Bermondsey- 
street.  A  numerous  array  of  prizes  were  distributed  to 
the  successful  fishing  members,  and  close  upon  £20  worth 
promised  for  the  ensuing  season.  The  room  was  very 
tastefully  decorated,  thanks  chiefly  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kobelt,  and  some  excellent  harmony  interspersing  the 
customary  toasts,  a  re  illy  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
Several  ladies  graced  the  after-dinner  proceedings  with 
their  presence.  J.  D. 


SALMON  FISHING  IN  1896  IN  THE  WELSH 
RIVERS. 

Mr.  Henry  Ffennell,  ia  the  Times,  gives  his  animal 
resume  of  the  salmon  fishing  season,  pointing  out  that  the 
season  of  1896  was  chiefly  characterised  by  a  remarkable 
and  widespread  lack  of  grilse.  In  regard  to  the  general 
result  of  last  season,  the  success  which  attended 
operations  was  variable,  and,  in  some  casts,  un- 
fortunately, of  not  a  very  satisfactory  nature.  Angling, 
with  a  few  rare  exceptions,  was  disappointing,  while  the 
nets  in  the  estuaries  and  around  the  ccast  made  on  several 
occasions  remark  ably  heavy  captures.  Usk  anglers  (says 
Mr.  Ffennell)  experienced  the  most  disastrous  season  known 
for  many  years  past.  The  first  run  of  fish  was  unusually 
eaily,  namely,  about  February,  and,  owing  to  the  lowness 
of  the  water,  there  was  no  other  run  of  consequence  until 
late  in  the  season.  Grdse  were  fairly  numerous.  The 
number  of  fish  taken  during  the  season  amounted  to  only 
843,  of  a  total  weight  of  8578Jlb.  The  largest  salmon 
landed  in  the  Monmouthshire  district  weighed  28Jlb.,  and 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Richaids.  In  the  Breconshire  distriot 
Mr.  Sparrow  caught,  a  fish  of  321b.  It  was  reported  in 
many  papers  that  Col.  Manley  had  captured  a  fish  of  301b. 
in  the  Rookery  wat  v,  Pont-y-Goitre.  That  gentleman 
writes  to  say  the  fish  in  question  only  weighed  251b.  Con- 
way fithing  was  again  ot  a  highly  disappointing  character. 
Mr.  J.  Ii  i  Blackwall  the  able  and  energetic  chairman  of  the 
board,  writes  that  "  the  season  has  been,  with  one  excep- 
tion, the  worst  I  ever  remember  in  my  forty  years'  ex- 
perience." The  largost  fish  taken  with  rod  and  line  was 
caught  with  the  fly  by  Mr,  Rothwell,  and  weighed 
29lb.  The  o  her  throe  largest  rod  fish  weighed  re- 
spectively 281b.,  201b.,  and  251b.  These  latter  were, 
however,  all  taken  with  the  prawn.  The  biggest  fish 
taken  in  the  neta  weighed  3511).  Fly  fishers  along  the 
(Ion way  are  greatly  exercised  at  the  extensive  manner  in 
which  prawn-fishing  is  now  carried  on  along  the  river. 
The  Severn  season,  although  better  than  in  the  previous 
year,  was,  on  the  whole,  poor.  A  number  of  heavy 
fieh  were  taken,  including  one  of  561b.,  and  two  of  501b. 
each.  "  From  other  English  and  Welsh  rivers  I  learn," 
says  Mr.  Kfcnndl,  "that  in  the  Dovey  district  fishing 
was  good  in  all  the  rivers.  The  following  were  the  weights 
of  the  heaviest  fish  landed  :  In  Dovey,  101b.  by  rod,  191b. 
in  net ;  the  Dysynni,  131b.  by  rod,  lQlb.  in  net ;  Mawddach, 


Kiilb.  by  rod,  201b.  in  net;  Dwyryd,  151b.  by  rod,  221b. 
in  net;  Glasbn,  151b.  by  rod,  181b.  in  net.  In  the  Avon, 
Brue,  and  Parrot  district  the  season,  which  opened  well, 
proved,  cm  the  whole,  a  very  indifferent  one.  The  drought 
affected  the  movements  of  the  fish.  Hip  largest  salmon 
taken  in  the  district  weighed  381b.  The  Towy  yielded  a 
very  moderate  amount  of  salmon.  The  rets  in  July 
caught  large  quantities  of  tewin.  Late  in  the  season 
anglers  caught  a  few  sewin.  1  regret  to  hear  cot  very 
satisfact<  ry  accounts  from  this  district.  Owing  to  lack 
of  funds,  the  number  of  water  bailiffs  have  been  reduced, 
and  many  are  of  opinion  that  the  fishing  is  net  impro\iug." 
— Abergavenny  Chronicle. 


A  RECORD  YEAR  IN  THAMES 
PRESERVATION. 

There  fan  be  no  doubt  of  the  increased  efficiency  in  the 
work  of  Thames  preservation  under  the  late  secretary. 
The  financial  year  of  1868-9  made  a  record  in  the  history  of 
the  Thames  Angling  Pre  ervation  Society,  one  cf  tho 
principal  items  being  the  removal  of  tbat  greatest  of  evils 
"the  wholesale  slaughter  of  the  inio;ents"  and  the 
establishment  of  "  a  systematic  examina'i'  n  of  punts," 
which  was  highly  commended  and  supported  by  the  Field 
newspaper  when  the  lato  Mr.  Francis  Francis  was  the 
editor,  who  distinctly  emphasised  the  result  as  cauing  a 
great  improvement  in  the  sizes  of  the  fish  taken  by  tbe 
anglers  and  affording  better  aport  in  the  river.  The 
financial  record  was  the  accession  of  fifty-five  new  sub- 
sc  ibers,  amounting  to  £57  10s.,  and  thirty  donor? , 
contributing  £32  19s.  Cd  ,  in  addition  to  an  annual 
sabscr'p  ion  of  twenty  guineas  from  the  Field  news- 
paper, the  latter  being  still  continued.  During  the 
year  there  had  leea  eleven  convictions,  with  fines 
amounting  to  £38  and  casts,  four  of  which  were  for 
taking  unseeable  fish,  with  fines  amounting  to  £15  and 
costs,  and  the  forfeiture  of  a  valuable  net.  At  that  period 
the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society  had  four  wholly - 
pail  liver  keepers,  and  four  fishermen  keepers,  all  holding 
deputations ;  and  out  of  those  eght  keepers,  Williim 
Milbourne,  a  very  trustworthy  official,  is  the  only  survivor. 
The  river  during  tbe  year  was  well  staked,  and  several 
punts  sunk.  There  was  in  existe  ce  at  that  time  a 
monthly  inspection  committee,  consisting  of  four  members! 
of  the  general  committee,  two  going  out  each  month  in 
ro'a'ion.  Tbe  one  appointed  captain  on  each  occasion 
bearing  all  the  cost  of  reireshments,  and  nothing  was  paid 
for  out  of  the  funds.  There  was  a  sub-committee  of 
pisciculture,  cons'sting  of  Messrs.  Frank  Buckland  and 
Steple  a  Ponder  ;  and  young  fry  this  year,  to  the  number 
of  40,500  trout,  were  reared  and  placed  in  the  rearing  pond 
at  Sunbury.  In  clearing  out  the  pond  before  placing  the 
young  fry  in,  there  were  found  thirty  trout  of  about  8m.  in 
length  that  had  escaped  the  nets  in  the  previcu3  year,  and 
these  were  turned  iuto  the  river.  Out  o'agentralcomrnittee 
of  twenty-two  members  only  three  are  living  at  the  present 
time,  viz.,  Mr.  Samuel  Whithead,  of  Southill  Park, 
Biggleswade,  the  nephew  of  one  of  the  founders,  and  who 
is  now  e  ne  of  the  vice-presidents  ;  Mr.  J.  T.  Davenport, 
of  Brighton,  the  father  of  Mr.  Moi.tague  Davenport,  C.C, 
one  of  the  present  committee ;  and  Mr.  T.  R.  Sachs, 
P.P.S  ,  of  Deal  Out  of  294  then  members  of  the  sosiety, 
only  ab  jut  a  dozen  are  survivors,  and  not  rr.ore  than  two 
are  still  contributors,  Mr.  J.  T.  Davenport  being  the  oldest 
subscriber  living,  the  others  having  e  ither  lefo  the  neigh- 
bourhood or  have  ceased  to  fish  the  river.  The  great  tup- 
porters  this  year  in  donations  were  Lord  Cowper, 
10  guineas  ;  Miss  (now  Baroness)  Burdett-Coutts,  £20  ; 
Mr.  Vincent  Jarvis,  10  guineas ;  Mr.  W.  S.  Lindsay, 
5  guineas  ;  and  Mr.  W.  H.  Whithead,  treasurer  and  chair- 
man, 10  guineas,  in  addition  to  his  annual  subscription 
of  5  guineas,  both  of  these  amounts  being  annually 
contributed.  During  the  year  a  deputation  from  the  com- 
mittee waited  on  the  Thames  Couservators  inreferencs 
to  a  revision  oljthe  bye-laws,  who  received  them  in  their 
usual  courteous  manner,  and  replied  they  would  be  happy 
to  carry  it  out.  The  year  did  not  close  without  the  death 
of  Mr.  W.  H.  Whithead,  treasurer  and  chairman,  and 
Mr.  Edward  Jesse,  both  being  founders  of  the  society. 
In  these  days  there  were  organised  gangs  of  poachers, 
who  were  always  on  the  watch  to  net  the  river,  and  the 
occupation  of  a  river  keeper  was  one  of  a  very  hazardous 
character,  and  they  frequently  esc iped  within  an  inch  of 
their  lives.  No  one  in  the  piesent  day  has  the  least  idea 
of  the  work  done  in  the  d  lys  that  are  past,  both  in  the 
work  of  protection  and  preservation  and  in  the  removal 
of  many  evils  then  in  existence.  In  tlie  following  year— 
that  is,  1870 — the  late  secretary  was  invited  to  a  public 
dinner  at  St.  James's  Hall,  and  presented  with  a  handsome 
testimonial,  for  which  over  £200  was  raised  amongst 
members,  friends,  and  fishermen  in  recognition  of  the 
valuable  services  he  had  rendered  in  the  improvement  <  f 
the  river  and  in  the  arduous  duties  of  his  position. — T.  P. 


ARTIFICIAL  FLOODS. 
The  English  sportsmen's  papers  have  recently  been 
discussing  the  feasibility  of  producing  floods  in  the  salmon 
streams  in  summer  by  storing  tho  water  in  the  spring, 
when  the  snow  from  the  hills  about  headwater  lakes, 
particularly  in  Scotland,  is  melting  and  producing  an  over 
abundanco  of  water,  and  when  the  btreams  are  low,  and 
the  salmon  will  not  run,  to  let  the  water  from  the  lakes 
down  to  create  an  artificial  flood.  Opinions  on  tbo  Buuieat 
seem  to  be  about  equally  divided.  One  writer  says  that 
there  will  bo  no  difficulty  ia  storing  the  water  and  letting, 
it  down  at  times  of  drought  through  sluice  gates,  but  it 
will  avail  nothing.  "  Tho  lol  deer  and  the  grouso  might 
be  rather  astonished  to  see  rivers  running  brown  and 
flooded  when  the  land  was  parcl  o  1  for  want  of  rain,  and 
nane  had  fallen  for  weeks  ;  tut  they  would  be  about  tho 
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only  creatures  to  witness  so  strange  an  event  except  the 
sportsmen  who  caused  it." 

If  he  means  by  this  that  fish  will  not  rnn  on  an  artificial 
flood  he  is  in  error,  for  fish  will  run  whether  the  flood  is 
made  by  rain  or  by  "  tripping  a  dam  in  time  of  drought." 
It  is  not  sj  many  years  ago  that  good  trout  fishing  could 
ba  had  at  times  on  the  upper  Hudson  River,  from  The 
Glen  north  to  the  mouth  of  the  Boreas  river,  but  the  best 
fishing  was  in  the  tributary  streams  when  they  were 
flooded  by-  the  lumbermen  for  driving  logs  into  the  main 
stream.  "At  such  times  the  large  trout  would  run  up  into 
the  tributary  streams  from  the  river,  but  the  fishing 
wa3  not  good  at  the  height  of  the  flood.  "When  the  water 
was  falling  after  a  flood  was  the  time  to  fish  for  big 
trout.  Thirteenth  Creek,  the  outlet  of  Thirteenth  Lake, 
which  comes  into  the  Hudson  just  north  of  the  hotel  a1; 
North  River  P.  O.,  was  famous  for  its  flood  fishing,  and 
the  trout  caught  were  river  trout.  A  man  who  lived 
jus'  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  was  fond  of  fishing,  and 
being  on  the  ground,  and  knowing  just  when  the  flooded 
stream  would  be  at  its  best,  he  was  able  to  make  some 
wonderful  catches  of  big  trout.  I  was  once  wading  the 
Upper  Hudson  with  Dick  Birch,  and  fishing  for  trout,  and 
when  we  got  to  the  man's  house  Dick  took  me  to  S9e 
the  live  trout  he  had  in  a  tank,  and  it  was  a  sight  worth 
saeing.  To  fish  a  flooded  stream  one  must  be  on  hand  at 
the  proper  time.  A  friend,  the  proprietor  of  a  stage  line 
running  to  Schroon  Lake,  came  to  me  late  one  afternoon 
to  say  he  had  just  heard  that  a  creek  flowing  into  the 
Hudson  had  been  flooded.  He  telegraphed  for  relays  of 
horses  along  his  line,  and  we  started  about  sundown,  and 
made  a  record  drive  to  the  creek  that  night,  and  early 
next  morning  we  were  fishing  it ;  but  the  flood  was  over, 
and  we  got  only  a  few  small  fish,  while  others,  two  days 
before,  caught  large  river  trout.— A.  N.  Cheney,  in 
Forest  arid  Stream. 


flotes  from  tije  floxty. 

The  Balmoral  waters  have  been  lying  fallow  for  some 
time,  with  the  exception  of  an  occasional  cast  by  the  local 
keeper.  They  will  now  be  regularly  fished  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Court  and  visitors  to  the  Castle. 

Sir  John  Shelly  and  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie  are 
staying  at  Inveran.  Sutherland,  and  are  having  some 
excellent  salmon  fishing  in  the  Shin. 

The  Master  of  Sempill  and  Mrs.  Forbes  Sempill  have 
taken  Munday  Houss  and  fishings  for  the  season  from 
l,ord  Kinnoull.  _____ 

The  Findhorn  is  to  have  the  attention  cf  Mr.  Agnew, 
London,  who  has  taken  Sir  Wi'liam  Gordon  Cramming's 
house  at  Altyre  ;  and  Mr.  Bobert  Cox,  of  Georgie,  M.P., 
who  has  rented  the  Right  Hoa.  Lord  Thurlow's  house  and 
rights  of  fishing  a1;  Dimphail. 

Mr.  John  CruiVrshank,  the  famous  Spey  angler,  who 
the  othar  week  landed  a  351b.  salmon — the  top  weight  for 
the  season  in  the  north — has  bpen  half  a  century  on  the 
water.  He  has  served  under  four  lairds  of  Elchies  and 
two  tenants.  Of  the  many  thousands  of  salmon  he  has 
killed  in  his  day,  thi3  last  triumph  with  the  35-pounder 
breaks  all  former  records  as  to  weight. 


Col.  E.  .1.  Fryer  had  the  honour  of  killing  the  first  grilse 
of  the  teason  on  Tuesday  last  on  the  Kincardine  Dee 
water.  Since  then  several  others  have  been  got,  but  it  is 
always  well  into  June  before  grilse  angling  is  at  its  best. 
This  year  the  season  will  not  be  an  early  one  at  least. 

On  the  Monaltrie  and  Cambus  O'May  water,  as  it  is 
styled  in  the  guide  book,  Mr.  Talbot  landed  ten  fish  one 
day  lately,  all  to  the  prawn.  This  is  the  first  big  haul  on 
these  waters,  which  ought  now  to  give  a  good  account  of 
themselves  in  the  hands  of  the  present  lessees. 


The  Cambus  O'May  section  is  now  let  for  £200  for  the 
sprirg  fishing  alone  ;  and  the  other  day  we  understand 
£350  was  offered  in  order  to  secure  it  for  next  season,  but 
the  bargain  was  not  closed.  It  belongs  to  Mr.  Harvey,  of 
Carnoustie,  who  recently  purchased  the  estate  of  Dinnet 
from  Mr.  Wilson,  M.P.,  for,  it  is  said,  the  round  sum  of 
£100,000.  Messrs.  Talbot  and  party  have  recently  leased 
the  Monaltrie  in  addition  to  the  Cambus  O'May  sections. 

Mr.  E.  Drummond  has  just  concluded  a  most  successful 
season  on  the  Ballogie  section  of  the  Dee,  which  he  has 
regularly  fished  for  the  past  dozen  years  or  so.  He  creeled 
101  fish  up  till  the  7th  of  May,  when  he  loft  for  the  south. 

Mr.  Niccl,  of  Ballogie,  has  made  a  dead  set  against  the 
use  of  the  spinning  bait  in  any  shape  or  form  on  the  Dee. 
He  is  an  extensive  riparian  proprietor,  arid  owns  the 
c'assic  Cjrlogie  water,  where  Kelson  and  Halsam  are  daily 
biinging  their  silvery  beauties  to  the  bank  ;  the  Ballogie 
fishings,  which  he  lets  in  the  spring  months  to  Mr. 
Drummond  and  retains  for  himself  and  friends  during 
the  autumn  ;  and  shares  the  Commonty  with  Dr.  Farqu- 
harson  at  a  nominal  rent  from  tha  Crown.  Mr.  Nicol's 
anneal  contribution  to  the  Dee  ile  Fishery  Improvement 
Association  is  considerable.  This  he  has  refused  point 
blank  to  continue  paying  in  future  if  the  ether  proprietors 
and  contributors  do  not  join  with  him  in  putting  down  the 
prawn,  minnow,  and  the  whole  army  of  spinning  lures. 
Mr.  Nicol  has  evidently  taken  tha  ball  by  the 
horns  in  the  matter,  and  much  will  depend  on  how 
far  he  may  be  supported  by  his  neighbonrs. 
The  new  lessee  of  Potarch  Inn,  also  in  Ballogies 
property,  a  favourite  haunt  of  the  angling  brotherhood  on 


Deesidj,  opens  house  to-day.  Mr.  Nicol  writes  me  to  say 
that  he  has  already  made  arrangements  for  enlarging  the 
accommodation  by  an  extensive  addition  to  the  hotel. 

By  the  death  of  Colonel  Sir  Wm.  Green,  K.C.B., 
formerly  of  the  Black  Watch,  Speyside  loses  one  of  its 
most  enthusiastic  devotees,  and  the  ranks  of  anglers  in  the 
north  are  a  good  deal  the  poorer. 

Preserved  baits  are  not  to  be  the  exclusive  property  of 
the  salmon  angler.  On  Saturday  list,  Shoremaster  Meff, 
who  is  an  extensive  fish  salesman  in  private  business, 
received  a  consignment  of  preserved  squid  bait  from  Mr. 
F.  Langton,  Portland  Main,  U.S.A.  Mr.  Langton  wishes 
Mr.  Meff  to  store  the  keg  pending  his  arrival,  when  he 
will  personally  superintend  its  trill  in  the  North  Sea  for 
white  fish.  ______ 

This  bait  is  extensively  usei  by  steam  liners  in  the 
haddock  fishing,  and  has  gone  up  in  price  since  the  closing 
of  the  Moray  Firth  to  trawlers,  which  brought  in  daily 
the  chief  supply  to  Aberdeen  along  with  their  other 
catches.  As  much  as  £12  was  being  paid  for  lewt.  of 
squid,  although  the  average  price  was  from  £6  to  £8  per 
cwt.  Should  the  preserved  article  prove  worthy,  the  bait 
difficulty  will  be  practically  solved. 

The  heaviest  salmon  got  this  season  as  yet  was  a 
51-pounder,  which  was  netted  off  the  Fifeshira  Coast.  It 
was  49in.  long,  29Jin.  in  girth,  and  went  the  way  of  a  great 
many  good  fish — to  Mr.  Grove,  Bond -street,  London. 

Special  Scotch. 


.provincial-  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND.  DISTRICT. 

A  meeting  of  the  committee  of  the  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  was  held  at  the  headquarters 
on  Thursday  evening  last,  May  20.  Mr.  T.  Coles  pre- 
sided. The  meeting  was  well  attended.  The  minutes  of 
the  previous  meeting  wera  read  and  confirmed,  after 
which  Mr.  White  reported  that  he  had  made  the  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  running  of  a  special  excursion  to 
Pershore  on  Jubilee  Day  next.  The  train  would  leave 
Hockley  at  G.55  a.m.,  Snow  Hill  at  7.5,  and  Bordesley  at 
7.15,  returning  from  Pershore  at  6.45  p.m.  This  would 
enable  the  excursionists  to  reach  Birmingham  at  about 
8.30,  when  they  would  be  in  time  to  see  the  fireworks  and 
illuminations.  The  fare  will  be  2s.  6d.,  and  the  10  per 
cent,  discount  on  the  sale  of  the  tickets  added  to  the  funds 
of  the  society.  "The  secretary  reported  a  steady  increase 
of  members.  The  Black  Eagle  and  St.  Stephen's 
societies  visits  were  reported  and  adopted.  The  annual 
contest  business  was  next  taken,  when  the  secretary 
reported  that  the  donations  to  the  challenge  cup 
were  a  little  over  £15.  A  further  effort  would 
be  made  to  increase  this  sum  by  way  of  sending  out 
another  special  circular.  The  society's  annual  contest 
was  fixed  to  take  place  on  Saturday  afternoon,  Aug.  21, 
next,  at  Alrewas,  the  contest  to  take  place  in  the  canal 
from  the  Spring  Planks  to  Fradley,  and  from  the  lock 
below  the  Spring  Planks  towards  Barton  and  Walton,  the 
Spring  Planks  portion  of  the  canal  being  barred.  The 
death  of  a  member  of  the  Lamp  Society  was  reported  by 
the  secretary.  The  Provincial  Association  still  keeps 
making  progress,  as  new  applications  for  affiliation  are 
constantly  coming  to  hand.  The  two  latest  applications 
are  from  Cradley  Heath  and  High  Whyeomb.  They 
will  be  visited  in  due  course,  and  their  claims  will  be 
placed  before  the  next  committee  meeting.  I  have  been 
informed  by  good  authority  that  the  Bridgnorth  Angling 
Society,  through  want  of  funds,  will  not  defend  their 
case  if  it  is  taken  to  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench.  I 
hope  that  something  may  ba  done  to  assist  them  out 
of  their  difficulty  in  order  to  do  this.  I  trust  that  the 
Provincial  and  Birmingham  Associations  may  yet  see 
their  way  clear  to  come  to  their  rescue.  The  secretary  of 
the  Queen's  Arms  Society  informs  me  that  their  annual 
concert,  on  behalf  of  their  prize  fund,  will  be  held  on 
June  23.  A  host  of  talent  will  appear,  and  W.  Bulter, 
Esq.,  will  be  asked  to  take  the  chair.  Mr._G;  King,  the 
president  of  the  Tenby  Society,  had  a  special  committee 
called  last  week  to  consider  the  question  of  holding  an 
exhibition  of  specimen  fish  that  have  been  taken  by  the 
members  of  the  Birmingham  Association  during  the  lasb 
six  years.  Silver  medals  for  roach,  chub,  bream,  p?rch, 
dace,  and  pike  will  be  given,  providing  the  society  at  their 
n»xt  meeting  adopt  the  recommendation  as  laid  down. 
The  Tenby  have  a  grand  room,  which  is  well  suited  to  an 
exhibition  of  this  kind,  which  would  be  the  first  in 
Birmingham,  and  would  no  doubt  be  a  great  success. 
Mr.  II.  Hodgetts,  the  host  of  the  Rose  and  Crown 
Society,  has  decided  to  give  twelve  English  silver  watches 
f  or  the  members  of  his  club  to  compete  for  on  Jubilee 
Day  next  at  Wyre  Piddle.  A  meeting  of  the  committee  of 
the  Birmingham  Association  will  be  held  on  Thursday 
evening  next,  June  3.  when  business  of  great  importance 
will  be  transacted.  The  members'  subscription  to  the 
Birmingham  Association  will  become  due  on  Saturday, 
June  12.  All  unused  travelling  cards  are  to  be  returned 
to  the  headqra-terj  upon  the  date  mentioned. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Until  wiihin  the  list  few  days  weather  conditions  have 
not  le.'n  favourable  for  either  fly,  bottom  fishing,  or 
tio'ling  on  the  streams  of  Derbyshire,  and  consequently 
sport  has  been,  as  a  rule,  of  a  very  moderate  quality.  On 
tne  Dove  there  has  been  a  fair  number  of  visitors,  and  a 
few  tolerably  good  baskets  have  been  made  on  some  of  the 
lengths,  particularly  in  Dovedale,  and  on  the  upper  reaches 
by  Load  Mill,  Wolfscote,  Beresford,  and  Hartington  by 


visitors  staying  in  the  neighbourhood.    But,  on  the  whole, 
the  past  week's  fishing  on  the  river  has  been  tame.  On 
the  Amber,  between  Ambergate,  Winfield,  and  Woolley, 
some  small  creels  only  have  been  made  ;  and  on  the  higher 
lengths,  by  Milltown  and  Ashover,  anglers  have  had  to  be 
content  with  from  two  to  three  brace  each,  although  there 
are  plenty  of  fish  in  the  river.    The  middle  and  upper 
parts  of  the  Ecclesbourne,  between  Windley  and  Alton, 
have^furnished  pretty  fair  sport  to  a  few  anglers  ;  and 
several  brace  of  nice  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  neigh- 
bouring tributary  stream,  the  Sherbourne,  by  privileged 
persons  there.     Several  anglers  have  been  out  ou  the 
Ashop,  between  Ashopton  and  the  Snake  Inn,  in  the  Wood- 
lands, but  only  small  baskets  have  been  made  ;  and  on  the 
neighbouring  stream,  the  Noe,  only  a  few  brae  a  have  bean 
taken  during  the  whole  of  the  past  week.  On  the  adjoining 
Castleton  burn  a  few  decent  catches  have  been  made,  but 
none  of  the  fish  exceeded  Jib.  in  weight,  as  they  run  small 
iu  this  stream.    A  few  privileged  anglers  have  been  out 
for  several  days  on  the  Duke  of  Rutland's  lengths  of  the 
Lathkill,  and  also  on  the  adjoining  river  Bradford;  and 
although  some  fine  fish  were  taken  by  them,  yet,  on  the 
whole,  the  sport  was  somewhat  disappointing.    Fish  were 
abundant,  but  did  not  rise  at  all  freely.    Small  creels  have 
been  the  rule  on  the  Rowsley  and  Bakewell  lengths  of  the 
Wye,  and  a  few  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken  on  the 
upper  lengths  by  Likon  and  Miller's  dales.  Fishermen 
have  been  tolerably  numerous  on  the  high  reaches  of  the 
Derwent,  between  Ashopton  and  Siccleholme,  and  some 
decent  baskets  have  been  made,  chiefly  by  bottom  fishing  ; 
and  lower  down,  on  the  Hathersage  and  Grindleford 
waters,  there  has  been  fairly  good  sport.    There  has  been 
about  the  usual  number  of  anglers  on  the  Chats  worth  and 
Baslow  reaches,  and  some  tolerably  good  creels  have  been 
made,  both  on  the  Mark  and  on  the  Beeley  and  Rowsley 
waters.    Fish  have  not  risen  well  to  the  fly,  one  of  the 
reasons  probably  being  that  they  have  been  feeding  on  the 
bottom,  on  the  Drake  grubs.    A  few  decent  lots  of  trout 
have  been  killed  on  the  Darley  Dale  waters,  but  only 
moderate  sport  has  been  had  there  either  by  fly  or  bottom 
fishers ;  for  the  latter,  the  river  in  most  parts  has  been  too 
low  and  clear.    The  May  Fly  has  bean  seen  in  several 
places,  and  as  a  welcome  change  in  the  wind  has  come,  and 
gentle  showers  of  rain  have  fallen,  angling  prospects  are 
now  exc  r-llent. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

Although  we  have  had  a  preponderance  of  north  and 
easterly  winds  of  late  in  this  district,  a  few  nice  sized  trout 
have  been  taken  in  different  parts  of  the  river  Hull  and  its 
tributaries,  but  the  waters  have  been  rather  low  and  clear, 
rain  being  much  needed  both  for  the  improvement  cf 
angling  pursuits  and  tae  country  in  general,  the  land  being 
very  dry  and  hard  in  consequence  of  the  drought  and 
heavy  winds  that  we  have  had.  In  the  lower  portion  of 
the  river  below  the  lock  some  good  fish  have  been  taken 
during  the  past  week,  one,  caught  in  the  Cicey  stretch, 
weighing  nearly  3lb. ;  another,  from  Wawne,  scaling 
lib.  lOoz.  ;  and  one  taken  at  Arram  Beck-end  scaled 
lib.  13Joz.  ;  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Weelferry,  Wawne,. 
Cicey,  and  Dunswell  the  bottom  fishers  are  having  very 
good  sport,  among  flounders  especially,  sinca  Monday,  the 
wind  having  changed  from  north  to  south,  with  a  little  rain  ; 
but  on  Saturday  last,  at  the  annual  opan  angling  match  of 
the  Victoria  Angling  Society,  a  piercing  cold  north-easterly 
wind  was  blowing  during  the  time,  being  greatly  against 
the  comfort  and  success  of  the  anglers,  yet  they  mustered 
in  good  force,  for  over  300  took  part  in  the  competition  for 
the  thirty-one  prizes  offered ;  and,  after  facing  the  element  s 
for  nearly  three  hours,  Mr.  William  Gamble,  of  the 
Navigation  Angling  Society,  was  declared  the  winner  of 
the  first  prize,  with  12|  :z. :  the  last  prize  being  taken  with 
OJoz.  The  prizes  were  delivered  to  the  successful  com- 
petitors at  the  White  Horse  Hotel,  Hull,  by  the  president 
of  the  society  (Mr.  Alfred  Wrightson),  who,  along 
with  his  co-officers,  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
great  success  of  the  match,  for  although  the  weather 
was  so  much  against  them,  yet  everything  was  carried 
out  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The 
new  angling  society  formed  at  the  Clarence  Hotel, 
Charles-street,  has  been  named  the  Central  Hull  A.S., 
with  Mr.  J.  Dixon  as  president,  Mr.  Wilfred  Cuttirjg  as 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  T.  Levy  as  constable.  The  Hull 
Ramblers'  Angling  Association  fish  their  second  match 
this  season  on  June  7,  at  Weelferry,  on  the  river  Hull. 
The  Hull  Corporation  Employes'  A.S.  fished  their  first 
match  at  Hedon,  on  the  Burstwick  drain,  the  first  .three 
prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  M.  Davis,  T.  Whitehead, 
and  L.  Binnington.  The  Albert  Angling  Association  will 
meet  to  arrange  their  first  match  on  June  3,  at  8  p.m.  ; 
and  on  May  30  the  new  society,  the  Sheffield  Arms  A.S., 
will  commence  the  season  at  Hull  Bridge,  this  being  their 
first  match. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Anglers  who  have  had  the  opportunity  have  during  the 
past  week  betaken  themselves  to  the  lakes,  most  rivers 
being  impracticable,  owing  to  their  low  state  and  the 
brightness  of  the  weather.  Others  have  turned  to  pike 
fishing,  there  being  no  close  time  in  the  district  for  this 
fish,  which  is  regarded  as  "  vermin  and  fair  game  at  any 
time  of  the  year.  A  considerable  number  of  the  latter 
have  been  ought  in  the  lakes  and  in  the  Kendal  canal, 
though  their  individual  weight  is  insignificint.  River 
fishing  has  been  mostly  confined  to  the  night-time,  and  his 
been  poor,  owing  to  the  cold  north-easterly  winds.  A 
change  in  the  w.ather  set  in,  however,  on  Monday,  when 
the  wind  got  round  to  the  south,  and  on  the  two  follow  ing 
days  a  little  rain  fell,  more  of  which  would  be  w  elcome. 
A  serious  case  of  poisoning  a  trout  stream,  apparently 
wilfully,  is  reported  from  North  Westmorland,  by  which 
huudreds  of  trout  were  killed  and  the  fishing  ruined  for 
the  season.  Amongst  trout  fishers,  the  Rev.  T.  W, 
Hudson  has  been  most  successful  on  Ullswater, 
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DRY   FLY  ENTOMOLOGY 

A  Description  of  Leading  Types  of  Natural  Insects  serving 

as  Food  for  Trout  and  Grayling. 
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100  BEST  PATTERNS  OF  FLOATING  FLIES, 
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BY 

FREDERIC     M.  HALFORD 

('•Detached  Badger"  of  the  "Field"), 
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Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 


FEATHERS  and  MATERIALS  for  FLY 
DRESSING.— R.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Practical 
Fly  Dresser  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Kings- 
land,  Herefordshire,  holds  a  most  extensive 
and  varied  stock  of  every  sort  of  feather  and 
material  required  for  dressing  salmon,  trout, 
Ac,  flies,  including  Natural  Dun,  Honey  Dun, 
Furnace,  <fce.  Hackles,  wings  of  all  kinds,  Furs, 
Mohair,  Pig's  Wool,  Ac.  Hooks  (plain  and  eyed), 
Out,  Ac,  and  every  appliance.  For  over  thirty- 
five  years  breeder  of  Fowls  specially  for  fly- 
dressing  purposes.  Established  1844.  Detailed 
price  lists  free. 

"ryORMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
*  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss,  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross  do., 
3a.  Send  P.0.0.  to  Haedt  Bros.,  5, 
South  St.  David-street,  Edinburgh. 

rpROUT  BAITS.— Hair  Casts,  three,  2s., 
Is.  each ;  Yorkshire  Flies,  Is.  6d.  doz. ; 
Ked  Worms,  Brandlings,  Meal  Worms, 
Pinktails,  Preserved  Minnows,  Is.  6d , 
2m.  9d.  boxes ;  artificial  roe,  2b. — J. 
PiCKEBSGiLii,  22,  Ingleton-street,  Leeds. 


TY"0RMS  anJ  °thor  LIVE  BAITS, 
Wholesale  and  Retail. -  Worms  in 
moss,  Brandlings,  Maidendews,  Small 
Reds,  Marsh,  Pinkheads,  &c.  300,  Is.  6d. ; 
.100,  2s.  j  1000,  3s.  ;  Lobs  for  Salmon 
fishing,  100,  Is.  6d. :  Gentles  from  Is.  per 
bag.  All  ctrriage  paid. — Address  T. 
Holmes,  10,  Bingley-street,  Leeds. 


RIVER. 

COMFORTABLY  FURNISHED 
COTTAGE. 

Four  beds.  Near  Culham  Look.  In- 
clusive terms,  £1  7s.  per  month.  "  T.," 
107,  Regent'*  Park-road,  London, 


ANGLING  HOLIDAYS. 

TN  PURSUIT  of  SALMON,  TROUT, 
x    and  PIKE.    By  C.  W.  GEDNEY. 

Fifty  full-page  Illustrations,  6s.  net. 
Quarto  Edition  de  Luxe,  10s.  6d.  net. 

Thomson  Bkothebs,  49,  Knightrider- 
street,  London. 

FISH1KG  A  SPORTIKG  PROPERTIES. 
Houses.  Land.  &  Estates 


To  LEST  &  for  SAL*;. 


SEE  THE 


ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  beat  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agrionlture. 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of  Sales 
recorded  each  week. 

EVERY  8ATURDAY.  Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCBIPT10N.  15i. 

OKI  if  Orrioi 
6.  W.  HUTDE   STREET.  LOHDOH.  E.C. 


THERKER, 

For  30  years  Manufacturer  of  s-plait  Lines. 
These  lines  are  made  from  pure  silk  of  the  very 
best  quality,  and  are  the  strongest  lines  in  the 
market.  s.  d. 

Roach    l  6 

IUrbki  1  lo 

•J  Piks    3  o 

Salmon   4  4 

Her  100  yards. 
Send  directed  envelope  for  samples,  and  test 
for  yourselves.    Dealer  In  a'l  kinds  of  baits. 
IVst  Nottingham  Lob  Woims,  3s.  per  10(10.  The 
Irade  suppUod. 

THEAKEE,  2,  Broad  Marsh,  NOTTINGHAM. 


ESTABLISHED  1851. 

BIRKBEOK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 

TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEREST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand. 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  CURRENT  ACCOUNTS 
on  the  minimum  monthly  balances  when  not 
drawn  below  £100. 

STOCKS,  SHARES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur- 
chased and  sold.   

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 

For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift,  the  Bank 
receives  small  Bums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Birkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free.      Francis  Ravensoroft,  Manager. 


Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 
LINDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

Roach    Is.  fid.)   Per  100  yards. 

Barbel    2s.  Od.f  White 

Pike   8s.  Od.  r  or 

Salmon   4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Roach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKES 

1,  St.  swituin's  Square,  Lincoln. 


SALMON,  TROUT,  AND 
COARSE  PISH. 

FURNISHED  BOX, 

Bank  of  Welsh  Wye. 
MONTH  OR  LONGER. 

One  and  a  half  miles  water  ;  same  from 
station  ;  seven  salmon  pools  ;  good  trout 
water  ;  boat  and  coracle  ;  beautiful 
scenery ;  suit  fisherman  or  artist ;  low 
rent. 

C.  WTNBERO,  Winchester. 


Yachting  and  Fishing  on  the  Norfolk  Broads. 

Yachts  from  2  to  30  tons  to  lot.      Lists  Free. 

Fishing-  Tackle  of  every  description. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  54,  London  Street,  NORWICH. 


THE  "SQUASHED  DEVON" 

MINNOW 

Spins  with  a  wobble,  is  irresistible 
Prices  (heavy  cast),  Nos.  1  &  2,  2,3 

Nos.  3  &  4,  2  9  ;  free  by  post. 
Try  them  and  be  convinced. 

HE ARDER  AND  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 
195,  UNION  ST.,  PLYMOUTH. 

Established  17"70. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 
POCKET  CUTLERY. 

Alpine  fee  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  work  generally. 

ANGLERS'  SUNDRIES. 

•9"  FAMOUS  RAZORS. 

HILL    &  SON, 

4,  HAYMABKET,  S.W. 

Lists  Free. 


The  LIGHEST  RODS  in  USE.  Weight,  8  to  lOoz. 

Booth's  Five-Joint  Bamboo 

Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  Cash  Only. 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch    flttlngs,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  In  box,  carriage  paid,  4Jd.  extra; 
Balanced  handle,  Is.  extra. 
•'Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  evor.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
It."— Marston,  PlsniNS  UAZKTTE,  Sept.  28,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 

bundle,  oane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz„  pries 
&s.  4d.,  lOJft. ;  Js.  10d.,  lift.;  carriage  Gd.  extra. 
BARGAINS. 
Salmon  Gut,  14in.,  4b.  (id.;  fine  first  quality 
undrawn  gut,  20ln.,  :1b.  lid.;  181n.,  3s.  3d.;  Ifiln., 
2s.  2d.,  l«in.  XXXX.  Drawn  Gut,  3s.  lid.  per  100. 

M.  BOOTH, 

FISHING    ROD    MAKER,  HULL. 
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FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Evidently  the  present  dry  season  is  causing  many  com- 
plaints about  the  scarcity  of  water  in  our  streams,  and 
even  some  reservoirs  are  suffering  in  consequence.  The 
upper  reaches  of  the  Ribble  appeared  to  be  very  dry  last 
week,  and  there  was  only  a  tiny  rivulet  to  indicate  the 
water  course.  The  hatchery  at  Horton  is  doing  famously, 
Herr  Jaffe's  rainbow  ova  have  hatched  out  almost  to  an 
odd  one,  and  the  youngsters  are  feeding  well,  and  growing 
rapidly.  The  neighbourhood  of  Clitheroe  seems  to  gain  a 
great  advantage  from  the  hatching  and  storing  of  the 
Manchester  Anglers'  Association.  Already  we  have  had 
a  contest,  the  event  was  at  Ashton.  Of  course  the  fish 
were  returned  to  the  water.  The  new  club  at  Radcliffe 
is  a  very  desirab'e  addition  to  our  county  clubs,  and 
should  complete  the  necessary  catering  for  the  angling  in 
this  town.  The  St.  Helen's  men  are  quite  prepared  for 
the  coming  season,  and  it  is  certain  they  will  extensively 
visit  the  Wyresdale  district.  The  annual  Whitsuntide 
trips  from  Bolton,  to  fish  their  annual  match,  promise  to 
be  better  patronised  than  ever. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Rain  has  fallen  at  last,  and  the  wind  has  veered  round 
into  a  more  genial  quarter,  so  that  if  we  get  a  continuance  of 
this  weather  I  anticipate  an  improvement  in  trout  fishing. 
The  sport  has  praotically  been  at  a  standstill  duiiDgthe 
last  ten  days  or  a  fortnight,  and  it  was  only  bottom  fisher- 
men who  have  caught  a  fish,  and  then  only  by  exercising 
extreme  care  and  patience.  Even  under  the  altered  condi- 
tions of  the  weather,  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  real  good 
will  be  done  at  present,  because  the  streams  are  too  low 
and  clear,  and  there  has  not  yet  been  enough  rain  to 
change  them  to  any  appreciable  extent. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  men  appear  to  be  resting  content  with  arranging  for 
the  future,  i.e.,  from  June  7th  until  the  bad  weather 
comes,  and  it  can  be  taken  for  granted  that  during  the 
ensuing  Whitsuntide  holidays  our  locals  will  get  away  to 
every  available  resort.  The  Hulme  Crown  have  at  last 
decided  on  fishing  their  first  match  at  Althorpe  on  July 
4th,  in  the  Kneadby  Canal.  The  "  Blue  Bells  "  are  noted 
for  a  meeting  on  June  1  to  decide  venue  of  their  first 
match.  The  Openshaw,  Bradford,  and  Clayton  Club3 
are  due  in  the  Peak  Forest  canal  on  June  27th,  to 
fish  a  match.  One  of  our  city  clubs  enterprising  enough 
to  stock  rainbow  trout  report  very  favourably  of  their 
stock ;  they  are  doing  well,  and  affording  promise  of 
future  good  sport.  The  Derby  Club  are  holding  a  very 
important  meeting  on  the  31st.  Mr.  Robertson  pleads  for  a 
good  attendance.  Not  much  is  heard  of  the  clubs  in  North 
Manchester,  whetherthey  have  succeeded  in  federating  their 
forces  or  not  is  unknown.  At  one  time  it  was  confidently 
asserted  they  would  be  a  powerful  factor  in  all  angling 
queEt!ons,  but  we  hear  very  little  of  them  just  now.  The 
Buckland  anglers  are  sure  of  good  times  this  summer  jf 
they  have  to  fall  back  entirely  on  their  own  waters.  Their 
veteran  chief  is  once  more  looking  like  himself,  and  may 
he  long  keep  so.  Steps  are  being  taken  to  form  a  new 
club  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  The  objects  are  entirely  on 
good  lines — no  prizes,  no  matches,  all  sport  and  promoting 
the  same.  The  federating  of  our  clubs  is  now  complete. 
We  have  no  longer  rival  associations,  so  that  all  our  clubs 
are  either  affiliated  in  it  or  stand  independently  on  their 
own  resources. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Angling  news  is  just  now  extremely  scarce.  _  The  weather 
has  become  warmer,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  the  wind 
veered  round  into  the  south-west.  The  change  brought 
rain  in  its  track,  and  the  wet — showers  at  recurring 
intervals — has  been  cordially  welcomed  by  all  classes  of 
the  community.  Would  that  more  would  fall,  for  the 
Trent,  like  other  rivers,  is  greatly  in  need  of  a  cleansing 
out.  The  bottom  weed  is  extending  in  all  directions,  and 
its  presence  is  bound  to  seriously  hamper  the  movements 
of  anglers  as  the  legitimate  angling  season  advances.  It 
is  rumoured  that  a  salmon  of  201b.  has  at  length  been 
killed  in  the  King's  Mills  waters,  but,  for  my  own  part,  I 
have  received  no  official  notification  of  the  capture.  A  few 
people  living  at  Shardlow  are  reported  to  have  seen  the 
tish,  which  was  described  as  in  splendid  condition.  I 
am  certain  that  few  salmon  have  so  far  reached  either 
Shardlow  or  King's  Mills,  and  the  best  of  the  season 
for  sport  is  over.  Trout  fishers  have  done  next  to  nothing 
on  the  tributaries,  although  Tuesday's  agreeable  change 
will  doubtless  witness  an  improvement  in  the  takes  of  fish 
with  the  fly.  Coarse  fish  on  the  Trent  are  still  swarming 
on  the  gravelly  shallows  for  the  purpose  of  scouring  them- 
selves, and  indications  point  to  a  later  season  with  the 
rod. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

There  is  very  little  to  record  in  the  way  of  sport  in  the 
Sheffield  district  duriog'the  past  week  or  so.  In  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Queen's  visit  we  have  bad  Queen's  weather, 
and  although  that  has  given  Sheffielders  the  opportunity 
they  desired  for  showing  their  loyalty,  it  has,  on  the  other 
hand,  acted  ad versely  against  good  fishing.  With  a  plethora 
of  warm  sunshine,  and  an  almost  total  absence  of  rain,  the 
lot  of  the  angler  has  not  been  a  happy  one.  The  steady 
sunshine,  combined  with  the  low  and  clear  state  of  the 
streams, has  rendered  extremely  difficult  the  task  of  beguiling 
trout  to  take  the  bait,  and  lucky  indeed  has  been  the  angler 
who  has  caught  a  couple  of  brace.  The  local  stream,  the 
Sheaf,  has  fished  indifferently,  the  best  fish  having  been 
caught  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Millhouses.  A  week  or 
ten  days  ago  a  well-known  fisherman,  hailing  from  Wore, 
had  a  successful  day  in  the  Derwent,  between  Hathena;e 
and  Grindleford.  By  wading,  he  obtained  some  good  sport, 
and  ultimately  accounted  for  about  a  dozen  nice  fish,  all  of 
fairish  size  and  fin  good  condition.  Since  then  angling  in 
this  portion  of  the  stream  has  been  at  a  discount,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  shallowness  of  the  water.    On  Tuesday  aid 


Wednesday  a  fairly  large  amount  of  rain  fell  in  this 
district,  and  better  sport  is  looked  forward  to,  although 
the  rain  was  nothing  like  enough  to  freshen  up  the  waters 
as  much  as  they  required.  In  the  Derwent  the  best  fishing 
has  naturally  been  obtained  in  the  club  waters,  but  rain  is 
badly  needed.  A  small  number  of  fish  have  been  taken  j 
from  the  Amber,  but  here,  again,  the  weather  has  been 
totally  against  fishing.  In  fact,  from  all  sides  come  com- 
plaints as  to  the  want  of  rain,  and  that  which  has  fallea 
during  the  last  two  days  has  only  been  like  a  drop  in  the 
ocean.  The  Damflask  reservoir  has  shown  a  little 
improvement,  but  the  Hollow  Meadows  dams  have 
yielded  very  little  sport. 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

A  well  known  poacher,  named  Thomas  Joy,  was  on 
Wednesday  last,  the  26th  inst,,  brought  before  the 
magistrates  of  the  Albrighton  (Salop)  Petty  Sessional 
Division  on  a  charge  of  night-lining  in  the  Severn,  _  at 
Berwick,  near  Shrewsbury.  The  Shropshire  Angling 
Association,  to  which  body  the  water  in  which  the  night 
lines  were  laid  is  leased  by  the  riparian  owner,  Mr.  _W. 
Graham  Phillips,  prosecuted  in  the  case.  Henry  Smith, 
bailiff  to  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board ;  Charles  Ewell, 
employed  by  the  association  ;  and  Frederick  Littlehales, 
gamekeeper  to  Mr.  W.  G.  Phillips,  gave  evidence.  From 
their  statements,  it  appeared  that  the  defendant  Joy 
was  watched  on  the  afternoon  of  May  18  making  his  way 
up  the  river  with  a  coracle  on  his  back,  in  company  with  a 
man  named  Gibbons.  The  bailiff,  H.  Smith,  subsequently 
saw  Joy  lay  a  night  line— 200yds.  or  300yds.  in  length — 
and  having  on  it  a  very  large  number  of  hooks.  This  was 
placed  on  a  ford  (one  of  the  best  for  trout  fishing  in  the 
locality).  The  bailiff  withdrew  without  being  observed 
by  the  men,  and  having  obtained  the  assistance  of 
the  other  two  witnesses,  returned  and  watched  the 
place  where  the  line  was  laid  from  1  a.m.  on  Wednesday 
till  shortly  before  6  o'clock.  At  this  time  Joy  came 
upon  the  scene  and  took  up  part  of  the  line ; 
Gibbons,  his  companion,  it  was  alleged,  keeping  watch. 
After  waiting  until  the  defendant  Joy  had  taken  up  a 
large  quantity  of  line,  one  of  the  bailiffs  showed  himself, 
and,  seeing  him,  Joy  made  for  the  bank  on  the  Berwick 
side  of  the  river.  He  landed,  and  ran  with  his  coracle 
into  a  field  of  wheat,  but  he  was  overtaken  and  captured 
by  Henry  Smith,  who  secured  his  coracle,  and  a  basket 
which  Gibbons  had  been  seen  carrying  previously.  The 
river  was  afterwards  dragge  1,  and  about  200yds.  of  night 
line  taken  up.  The  eels  and  perch  in  the  basket  weighed 
about  121b.,  and  those  found  on  the  line  about  51b.  or  61b., 
the  whole  being  valued  at  about  7s.  The  Bench  fined  Joy 
£2  and  costs,  or  imprisonment  in  default,  but  dismissed 
a  charge  against  Gibbons  for  complicity,  on  the  ground 
that  there  was  no  evidence  that  he  had  actually  taken 
part  in  the  night-lining. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

To-day  the  wind  has  gone  round  to  the  west,  and  we 
have  had  some  very  grateful  showers  of  rain,  which  has 
quite  refreshed  the  earth,  and  I  trust  we  shall  get  enough 
to  increase  the  water  in  the  rivers  and  brooks,  which  are 
very  low  and  clear.  The  wind  has  been  east  or  north- 
east all  the  week  until  last  evening,  when  it  changed,  and 
angling  has  been  almost  a  dead  letter  in  this  district. 
Hardly  a  trout  has  baen  taken  this  week  with  either 
worm,  maggot,  or  fly.  The  May  Fly  was  out  strong  on 
Saturday,  and  will  tempt  the  fish  to  the  top  of 
the  water,  and  should  improve  sport  for  the  next 
week  or  two.  Several  of  our  anglers  are  giving 
them  a  trial  to-day.  A  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Trumpet  Inn,  Evesham,  on  Monday  last,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  an  angling  club.  There  was  a  large 
attendance,  and  Mr.  F.  Blanchard  was  voted  to  the  chair. 
Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  R.  Major,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Robbins,  it  was  formally  resolved  to  establish  a  fishing  club, 
and  that  it  should  be  called  "  The  Evesham  Jubilee  Angling 
Club."  A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  J.  Robbins, 
W.  J.  Morton,  G.  Brearley,  F.  Blanchard,  R.  Major,  and 
G.  Dennick,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  rules,  which  will  be 
.  submitted  to  a  general  meeting,  and  Mr.  W.  Hall  was 
elected  secretary  pro  tern.,  and  it  was  decided  that  the 
Trumpet  Inn  should  be  the  headquarters  of  the  club. 
Another  meeting  was  held  at  the  Jolly  Gardeners  Inn, 
Evesham,  on  Wednesday,  19th  iust.,  for  the  purpose  of 
starting  a  club  at  that  house,  which  it  was  unanimously 
decided  to  do,  and  it  bids  fair  to  become  a  strong  one. 
Bravo  !  Evesham,  I  trust  both  clubs  will  prosper,  and  lead 
to  this  portion  of  the  Avon  being  better  protected. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Anglers,  on  account  of  the  changeable  and  unseasonable 
weather,  frequently  have  ground  for  complaint.  Their 
grievance  just  now  is  that  the  rivers  are  low  and  clear,  and 
on  all  hands  are  heard  murmurs  for  rain.  Since  the  trout 
fishing  season  commenced,  the  warm,  lowering  days,  so 
much  coveted  by  the  followers  of  Izaak  Walton,  have  been 
very  few  and  far  between.  The  north-east  winds  have  had 
an  extra  long  spell,  and  though  for  a  fortnight  or  so  bright 
sunshine  has  prevailed,  yet  the  conditions  were  not  favour- 
able. Towards  last  week  end  some  of  the  more  per- 
sistent disciples  defied  the  elements,  and  came  off 
fairly  well.  Along  the  banks  of  the  Swale,  at  Richmond, 
notwithstanding  showers  of  snow,  Mr.  F.  Spenc3r  lately 
caught  fifty-nine  trout,  chiefly  by  the  Favourite  fly,  being 
the  best  pannier  for  the  present  season.  Some  fair  baskets 
of  fish  have  been  taken  from  the  Nidd,  at  Knaresbrough  ; 
and  somewhat  indifferent  sport  has  been  experienced  on 
the  Wharfe,  at  Tadcaster  and  Otley.  The  wind  veered 
round  to  the  south-westward  on  Tuesday,  and  brought  a 
milder  temperature,  and  pleasant,  but  exceedingly  light, 
r.nii...  The  cry  has  consequently  been  for  more  tearful  skies. 
Anglers  will  shortly  be  turning  to  Whitsuntide,  and  it  will 
be  hard  lines  if  the  holiday  is  no  better  than  that  at  Easter. 
The  Poult  BJoa,  Knotted  Midge,  Light  Watchet,  Yellow 


Dun,  and  Sand  Fly  are  amongst  the  best  flies  to  use  on  the 
Yorkshire  waters— that  is,  when  the  opportunity  for  real 
sport  is  presented,  for  it  must  be  confessed  that  on  most 
streams  fly  fishing  has  lately  been  practically  out  of  the 
question.  At  Beverley,  on  May  22,  thirteen  anglers  from 
Hull  were  charged  with  fishing  in  the  river  Hull  for  trout 
without  having  licences,  the  prosecutions  being  at  the 
instance  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board.  Ten  of  the 
defendants  were  fined  2s.  each  and  costs,  two  43.  and 
costs,  and  in  the  other  case  judgment  was  deferred. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

A.  Johnson. — Wednesday,  June  16,  will  be  the  opening 
day  for  coarse  fishng.  The  close  time  is  March  15  till 
June  15  inclusive. 

W.  H.  Pearson. — We  fear  it  is  impossible  for  you  to 
obtain  permission  to  fish  the  place  you  mention  unless  you 
know  the  proprietor.     "  , 

L.  J.  R. — You  can  only  obtain  possession  of  a  "  railway 
privilege  ticket  "  by  joining  a  club.  Either  the  Anglers' 
Association  or  Central  Association  tickets  will  admit  of 
your  travelling  over  several  railway  companies'  lines  to 
more  than  200  fishing  stations.  The  G.E.R.  has  by  far 
the  largest  number  of  places  at  which  you  can  fish,  and 
although  the  "concession"  means  the  issuing  tickets  at 
greatly  reduced  rates  by  several  companies,  the  G.E.R 
charge  just  about  half  fare — that  is,  the  double  journey  at 
the  price  of  sirjgle. 


Corregponijence 

[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

MAY  FLY  ON  DARENTH. 

Dear  Sir, — The  fly  made  its  first  appearance  last 
Saturday,  and  fishing  should  be  at  its  best  during  the  next 
fortnight.  There  has  been  a  big  rise  of  Iron  Blues  during 
the  past  week  or  ten  days,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  hit 
off  an  imitation  which  the  trout  cared  for.  A  dark  blue 
winged  Red  Spinner  has,  however,  proved  very  deadly, 
and  the  Jenny  Spinner  has  also  made  a  big  score 
Alders  are  very  plentiful,  and  it  has  done  good  service  as  a 
mid-day  fly.  North-easterly  winds,  with  hot  sunshine,  are 
the  conditions  favourable  to  the  production  of  insect  life 
on  the  Darenth.  I  have  not  seen  such  a  rise  of  fly  for 
many  years  on  our  little  stream  as  during  the  last  three 
weeks.  Unfortunately,  the  frosty  nights  have  killed  off 
all  these  delicate  members  of  the  Ephemera  family,  but 
the  supply  appears  to  be  endless.  A  "specimen"  trout 
was  got  by  Mr.  J.  Thomson  on  the  Eynsford  Club  water 
last  Saturday,  and  this  fine  fish  has  been  sent  to  Messrs. 
Cooper  for  preservation.  To  those  anglers  who  are  in 
doubt  as  to  the  best  pattern  of  artificial  May  Fly,  I  would 
strongly  recommend  the  hackled  "  Gem,"  tied  by  James 
Ogden,  of  28,  Winchcomb-street,  Cheltenham.  Speaking 
from  eight  years'  experience  of  this  fly,  I  say,  without 
hesitation,  that  it  is  far  and  away  the  best  killer  I  ever 
fished  with.  He  now  ties  a  variation,  with  black  ribbed 
body,  for  evening  fishing,  and  I  have  great  expectations  of 
scoring  with  this  pattern.  The  fact  that  he  sold  600 
dozen  Gems  "  last  season  is  the  best  proof  of  the  estima- 
tion in  which  the  fly  is  held  by  trout  fishermen. — Your s 
truly,  C.  W.  Gedney. 

Bromley,  Kent.  _____ 

"STRAY  CASTS,  BY  'MONA.'" 
Sir, — "Mona,"  in  his  amusing  paper  touchiug  the  bull 
trout,  &c,  winds  up  thus : 

"  I  gave  most  of  these  fish  away.  They  had  a  cheesy 
colour,  were  not  too  firm,  and,  to  my  taste,  their  flavour 
left  something  to  be  desired,  but  what  then  ? 

A  bull  trout  by  the  river's  brim, 
A  bally  bull  trout  was  to  him 
A  bull  trout,  nothing  more.'' 

Observe,  no  signs  of  piracy.  Everyone  knows  fie 
original.    Wordsworth's  Peter  Bell. 

A  primrose  growing  by  the  brim 
A  yellow  primrose  was  to  him, 
And  it  was  nothing  more. 

On  Oct.  17,  1896,  I  wrote  a  paper  in  the  Fishing  Oazetla, 
"  The  Bull  Trout :  Is  he  Friend  or  Foe  ?  "  and  it  set  the 
angling  world  by  the  ears  !  So,  in  a  subsequent  letter  t  > 
the  Fishing  Gazette  (I  think  Oct.  31,  1896),  I  wrote  these 
words : 

"People  only  express  their  views,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
see,  fiey  get  so  bullied  when  they  do,  that  I  feel  inclined 
to  rechristen  that  wretched  fish  the  bully  trout,  since  even 
it  s  otolith  is  a  bone  of  contention ;  "  and  then  I  added— (of 
course  "  Mona "  is  -ignorant  of  the  fact) — this  somewhat 
silly  parody : 

A  bull  trout  on  the  river's  brim 
A  bully  bull  trout  was  to  him, 
And  it  was  nothing  more. 

If  "Mona"  would  only  quote  my  nonsense  correctly  I 
would  not  mind,  but  to  namo  it  the  bally  bull  trout  is  an 
innovation  without  any  meaning,  and  scarcely  original. 
To  my  thinking,  it  is  a  pity  to  rob  me  of  my  pet  name,  for 
"The  Bully  bull  trout."  What  is  a  bally  bull  trout? 
Further,  let  me  tall  "Mona"  (he  may  know  it  already) 
that  in  the  South  of  Scotland  (Tweed,  Teviot,  &c,  &c.) 
the  bull  trout  smolts,  which  are  often  kept  by  men  who 
ought  to  know  better,  are  called  bullies— the  u  being 
pronounced,  as  in  gully;  and  even  the  bull  trout  in  the 
autumn  are  thus  named  occasionally — as  thus  : 

Hoots,  man,  Hoot! 

He's  a  (bully)  bull  troot. 

I  daresay  some  day,  if  we  live  long  enough,  "  Mona" 
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will  be  found  innocei-tly  pirating  even  these  "illiganf 
line  3,  thus : 

Shout,  man,  snout, 
lie's  a  bally  bull  trout. 
I  am,  &c.  B.  If,  Tod. 

f Bally  Hooley  !-Eu.]   

SHORT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir,— In  your  issue  of  May  22,  I  find  Mr.  Mather 
has  made  a  record  cast  at  me  right  across  the  Atlantic,  I 
rather  expected  a  local  expeit  to  take  me  up,  though  I 
left  the  question  open.    I  know  nothing  practically  of 
American  angling,  rods,  &c,  and,  as  the  word  "  craze  "  is 
objectionable,  withdraw  it.    It  appears  that  little  rods- 
according  to  Mr.  Mather— have  been  so  much  in  vogue 
across  the  pond  for  past  twenty-five  years,  that  Mr. 
Mather  has  not  even  seen  a  two-handed  rod  for  that- 
period.    I  referred  to  England,  and  if  wrong  in  supposing 
that  9ft.  to  lOift.  rods  have  only  become  so  popuhr, 
especially  for  dry  fly,  during  last  ten  years,  will  the  editor 
kindly  correct  me  ?    Mr.  Mather  asks  me,  "  What  in  the 
name  of  fly  fishing  does  a  man  want  a  two-handed  14ft. 
rod  to  land  a  trout  for  ? "    I  did  not  say  "  land."    In  my 
letter  of  May  1,  I  argued  that  a  14ft.  fly  rod  would  cast 
25yds.  more  readily,  enable  the  caster  to  keep  farther 
away,  and  double  up  a  41b.  trout  much  sooner  than  a  9ft 
or  10ft.  rod,  and  to  this  I  hold.     A  light  14-footer 
is  a  mere  reed  to  any  man.     Some  folk  may  wish 
to   prolong  play,  but-  if  there   u   a   rise   on,  this 
means  consuming  valuable  time,  when  one  might  be  play- 
ing a  second  fish.    Even  Mr.  Mather  can  hardly  gainsay 
this.    Is  there  much  practical  advantage  in  having  so  much 
line  out  with  a  wee  rod,  for  the  touch  cannot  be  com- 
municitel  so  soon  ?  Mr.  Mather  lavs  stres3  on  the  weight, 
in  ounces,  of  his  rod.    May  I  be  pardonedfor  thinking  this 
matter  rather  puerile.    What  matters  a  few  ounces  more 
or  less  to  any  man  ?  He  does  not  answer  one  of  my  sugges- 
tions re  single-handed  rods,  viz.,  if  a  man  prefers  to  use  cne 
why  not  have  12ft.    The  extra  yard,  or  two  feet,  would  be 
of  great  advantage  both  in  casting  and  play,  and  what  man 
could  not  wield  such  a  light  weapon  from  dawn  to  dusk. 
As  to  .  a  61b.  trout,"  I  am  certain  I  could  easily  kill  it 
with  a  9-fcoter,but  I  should  do  it  more  quickly  with  a  12ft. 
or  14ft.     I  did  once  land  (tailing  them  ott)  two  well 
mended  lelts  with  a  light  12-footer,   extra  fine  trout 
gut,  and  a  tiny  black  hackle  in  two  consecutive  casts 
on  a  largish  river.    They  took  me  sixty-five  minutes 
to  land,  and  my  steelyard  showed,  before  returning 
them,  that  they  weighed  741b.  and  81b.  respectively. 
There   was   a   good   rise  of    trout  when  the  brutes 
took  me,  and  it  had  quite  gone  off  when  I  had  done 
with  them.    Had  I  used  a  14ft.  red  I  might  have  picked 
up  a  dozen  or  so  more  trout.    When  a  boy  I  killed  with 
fly  and  a  12ft.  rod  621b.  of  sea  trout  in  one  day  (see  Field 
Aug.  22,  1896).   I  should  have  added  considerably  to  this 
weight  with  a  longer  rod,  owing  to  time  lost  in  play.  Same 
remark  applies  to  a  trout  match  I  fished  in  Ireland  (Field, 
April  6,  1895),  my  opponent  using  a  light  grilse  16ft.  rod, 
and  myself  a  foot  less.    Owing  to  size  of  river  I  should 
have  been  nowhere  with  a  9ft.  or  10ft.  rod.   As  I  have 
had  almost  Mr.  Mather's  length  of  angling  experience,  I 
must  dec'ioe  his  well  meant  advice  to  get  a  10ft.  rod.  I 
am  not  we.'ded  to  two-handers,  but  12ft.  is  the  shortest  I 
shall  ever  use,  and  I  think  the  argument  is  with  me  here. 
Regarding  Mr.  M.  's  point  about  releasing  one  hand  to  use  the 
reelin  play,  I  presume  any  man,  not  a  paralytic,  could  shift 
a  14ft.  rod  to  his  left  hand  and  press  the  butt  lightly  to  his 
breast  when  winding  in.    As  to  automatic  reels  and  all 
such,  avaunt  !    Give  me  a  not  too  strong  simple  check. 
I  never  strike  with  my  grasp  en  the  hue,  having  learned 
from  painful  experience  that  that  practice  causes  many  a 
break— and  language.    Re  salmon  fishing,  I  fear  no  foe 
with  1/ft.  greenheart,  by  Enright.    "  Light  rods  increase 
the  pleasures  of  angling."    Well,  chacon  a  son  g,,i,l.  I 
agree  to  12ft.  for  small  rivers,  but. were  Mr.  Mather  to 
bring  his  9-footer  to  Lough  Sheelin, "where  fish  run  51b.  or 
61b.,  while  I  have  no  doubt  as  to  his  killing  them, 
experience  would,  I  am  sure,  cenvert  him  to  the  use  of  a 
light  two-handed  rod.— Yours,  &c,     Black  Hackle 


stream  or  river  (within  a  reasonablo  d:stance  of  Loudon 
such  as  the  Wandle)  of  which  any  part  is  open  to  the  public 
tor  fly  fishing,  either  free,  or  for  a  slight  charge  :  if  so,  how 
could  one  get  there  ?— Yours,  &c,  Fly  Fisher. 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 

Dear  Sir,— In  reply  to  your  correspondent,  "  May  Fly  " 
if  he  will  communicate  with  me  I  shall  be  pleased  to  inform 
him  of  one  of  the  best  trout  streams  in  Wales,  well  pre- 
served, in  the  Severn  fishery  district.— Your?,  &c, 

Lion  Hotel,  Berriew,  Montgomery.       T.W.  Own?'. 

FISHING  IN  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
Sir,— I  was  at  Overscaig  early  in  June  last  year,  and 
tout  d  in  Upper  Shin  and  Loch  Giiam  I  was  quite  three 
weeks  too  early.  If  your  correspondent  must  go  in  early 
J  une  he  cannot  do  batter  than  go  to  Altnacaelagah  or 
Oykel  Br:dge  (see  F.  G.  of  date  of  inquiry).— Yours,  &c, 
■  S.  R.  Ohlson.  ' 

FISHING  IN  KILLARNEY. 

i  }  want  to  spen<J  a  week  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  Killarney  (Ireland).  Can  vou  or  any  of  your 
readers  recommend  a  nice  place  to  stay  at  (myself  and 
wite)  where  I  can  get  river,  stream,  or  lake  fishing  (trout) 
tree  or  at  a  small  charge  ?  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
—  i  ours  truly,    F.  Machin. 

LESSONS  IN  FLY  CASTING. 
Dear  Sir,— It  may  interest  your  readers  to  know  that 
trom  to-day  (Saturday)  until  further  notice,  I  intend  giving 
a  series  of  exhibitions  in  fly  easting  on  Wimbledon  Lake 
(hve  minutes'  walk  from  Wimbledon  Park  Station)  from 
10.15  a.m.  to  1.15  p.m.,  with  single  and  double-handed 
rods.    With  the  double-handed  rods  I  do  the  clean  over- 
head salmon  oast,  cist  with  left  hand  over  left  shoulder 
and  right  hand  over  left  shoulder.— Your  faithfully, 
John  Enright 
(Champion  Fly  Caster  oc  the  World). 


MASSACRE  OF  THE  INNOCENTS. 

Dear  Sir,— Some  ten  days  ago  the  Wey  was  emptied 
from  Weybridge  lock  to  the  (hird  lock  up,  a  distance  of 
two  miles  or  so  (this  during  two  days),  for  repairs.  I  was 
told  that  the  Anglers'  Association  had  notice  of  this 
beforehand,  as  it  is  supposed  to  be  preserved  by  them  ■ 
yet,  thou?h  I  was  present  early  in  the  morning  and  all  the 
evemrg,  not  a  single  man  was  to  be  seen  to  look  after  the 
fish.  Instead,  gangs  of  men,  gipsies,  &c,  were  all  over 
the  place,  smashing  and  killing  all,  big  and  little,  with 
big  sticks— a  most  sickening  and  miserable  sight. 

Fine  bream,  perch,  big  jack,  and  tench  were  killed 
wholesale  in  7in.  to  9in.  of  water  during  the  two  days,  till  I 
should  think  hardly  a  gudgeon  remained.  One  man 
pxtrolliug  up  and  down  could  have  stopped  all  this,  and  at 
very  little  cost— but  the  one  man  was.  not  there.  And  yet 
one  reads  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  so  much  of  preservation. 
In  a  word,  what  went  on  there  was  abominable  and  dis- 
gusting—a horrible  slaughter  of-  splendid  fish.— I  am 
yours  truly,    Wey  Admirer.  ' 

TROUT  FISHING  WANTED. 
Sir,— Your  correspondent,  "  May  Fly,"  asking  for 
information  about  a  quiet  fishing  place,  cannot  do  better 
than  g>  to  the  Salutation  Hotel,  Carsphairn,  Dairy 
Galloway,  where  he  will  find  a  comfortable  hotel  and  good 
fishingj  if  there  is  watjr  enough  in  the  river  Deuch  •  but 
there  is  a  ways  plenty  of  water  in  the  part  near  at  hand 
called  the    Lane." — Yours,  &c,  G.  W.  K. 

TROUT  FISHING  NEAR  LONDON. 
Dear  Sir,— Would  any  of  your  readers  be  good  enough 
W  tell  me  through  your  column*  if  there  is  any  trout 


THE  RIVERS  AND  ANGLING  STREAMS  OF 
ENGLAND. 

Dear  Sir, — An  old  Gazette  of  yours  was  given  me 
some  time  ago,  dated  Oct.  12,  1895,  in  which  you  had  an 
article  headed  "The  Rivers  and  Angling  Streams  of 
England,"  and  in  which  you  so  unkindly  criticised  our 
river  Ave n  (Somersetshire  and  AViltshire)  by  saying  that 
whatever  coarse  fish  you  may  catch,  that  trout  are  few  and 
far  between.  I  therefore  send  you  particulars  of  a  catch 
of  trout  to-day,  with  two  strict  May  Fly  fishermen,  from 
11  a.m.  to  7  p.m.,  in  less  than  a  mile  of  water,  which  of 
course  is  strictly  preserved.  Total  weight  of  catch,  331b 
Goz.  The  basket  comprised:  Brace  of  trout,  41b.  each 
three  over  31b.  each,  and  five  over  21b.  each,  &c.  As  in 
a  footnote  you  asked  readers  of  your  Gazette  to  kindly 
send  corrections,  in  order  that  the  took  may  be  as 
authentic  as  possible,  I  send  this  to  show  you  how  mis- 
leading the  article  would  be  to  people  not 'knowing  the 
river.  My  husband  has  about  four  miles  of  fishing 
altogether,  and  trout  up  to  81b.  and  101b.  f requentl y  are 
caught.  My  husband  thinks  it  is  one  of  the  finest  trout 
streams  in  the  S.  and  W.  of  England.— Yours  truly, 

^ . Frances  Kemble. 

A  CORRECTION. 
Sir,— In  your  issue  of  the  22nd  I  have  read  a  "  Stroll  by 
the  River  Mole,"  part  of  which  is  interesting,  though  some 
of  it  is  absolutely  and  wilfully  untrue.  The  Hon.  H.  Bourke 
certainly  did  remove  his  barrier,  but  only  after  he  had  won 
his  case.  The  decision  of  the  court  was,  that  the  river 
there  is  perfeotly  private,  and  no  right  of  way.— Yours 
faithfully,  Esher. 


THE  UNIFICATION  OF  ANGLEBS. 
Dear  Sir, — Many  of  us  are  aware  how  much  habit  has 
to  do  with  conviction ;  and  further,  we  are  not  ignorant 
of  how  much  a  salaried  engagement  may  have  to  do  with 
habit.     But  I  must  personally  protest  against  the  un- 
gontlemanly  manner  in  which  the  secretary  of  the  Cential 
Association  of  London  Anglers  thinks  proper  to  attsck  or 
to  reply  to  any  criticism  connected  with  the  Central.  So 
long  as  he  abuse  d  me  only,  or  confined  his  uncalled  for 
remarks  to  the  council  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
the  secretary,  I  was,  sni  the  council  were,  perfectly 
willing  to  leave  tie  case  and  cause  of  unity  in  the  hands 
of  the  great  body  of  London  anglers,  irrespective  of 
such   deplorable   personalities,  misrepresentations,  and 
distortion  of  facts.     But,  sir,  the  evil  has  developed 
a  cancerous  growth  which  spares  no  one.    Ti  e  secretary 
of  the  Central  having,  I  presume,  suckled  at  the  breast  of 
the  most  bitter  opponent  of  the  amalgamation  of  London 
anglers  (which,  as  is  now  pretty  generally  known,  forms 
an  important  part  of  the  unification  scheme),  has  become 
imbued  with  the  coarser  component  parts  of  that  gentle- 
man s  character  without  being  so  constituted  as  to  be 
capable  of  availing  himself  of  the  keener  and  more  recom- 
mendable  qualities  undoubtedly  possessed  by  the  late 
delegate  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  to  the  Central  Associa- 
tion.   In  the  result,  the  secretary  of  the  Central  cannot 
even  defend  his  position  re  the  Foley  fiasco  without  using 
such  expressions  as  "  miserable  subterfuge,"  "  playing  the 
fool  ridiculously"  (by  the  bye,  is  not  this  latter  aciimonious 
exuberance  somewhat  paradoxical?),  &c,  and  at  pullic 
meetings  and  elsewhere  he  deliberately  levels  personal 
abuse  of  a  disgusting  character  at  any  and  every  one  who 
may  think  proper  to  support  the  cause  of  unity.    Is  it 
not  nearly  time  that  he  should  cease  these  uncilled  for 
remarks  ?    1  am  afraid  that  healthy  treatment  of  the  ca^o 
will  not  emanate  from  the  late  delegate  of  the  Piscatorial 
Society,  nor  from  the  gentleman  who  alternately  fills  up 
h's   sparo   time  journeying  between  Birmingham  and 
London  and  penning  pugnacious  epistles  to  the  piseatorial 


press ;  but  surely  some  cool  official  of  the  Central  cin  bring 
pressure  to  bear  ip>n  the  secretary,  and  so  cause  much 
improvement  in  his  public  utterances.  Will  the  secretaries 
of  those  clubs,  a  majority  of  the  membei  s  of  which  aie  in 
favour  of  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  London  associa- 
tions, be  good  enough  to  communicate  with  the  sej:e'ary 
of  the  Unity  Council  at  once.— Yours,  &c, 

Edgar  S.  Shrub£ole. 

AMALGAMATION. 
Sir,— Mr.  A.  W.  Parker  is,  1  presume,  the  author  of 
the  Anglers'  Parliament,"  and,  if  so,  that  accounts  for 
the  extraordinary  lucubration  which  adorned  your  corre- 
spondence column  last  week.  He  is  wrong  in  many  of  his 
facts,  and  consequently  draws  inferences  the  circumstances 
do  not  justify.  As  regards  his  figures,  I  believe  the 
Central  Association  balancs  at  bank  was  £14  193.  5d. 
when  the  accounts  were  made  up,  and  it  has  never  failed 
to  give  its  £10  10s.  to  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  help  other  good 
movements  as  well. 

The  Anglers'  Association  balance-sheet  shows  a  balance, 
it  is  true,  on  the  face  of  it,  of  £171  10s.-  9d.,  arrivel  at  by 
treating  as  equivalent  to  cash  such  items  as  arrears  of 
subscriptions  1893  to  1897,  £70  17s.  3d.,  and  £40  17s.  6d. 
tor  nets  belonging  to  the  association.  When  the  balance- 
sheet  of  that  association  is  analysed,  it  will  be  seen  lhat 
its  finances  are  not  in  the  satisfactory  state  they 
appear  to  be,  and  for  that,  among  other  reasons,  they  no 
doubt  desire  to  join  the  Central.  The  latter  has  a  clear 
balance-sheet,  no  outstanding  debts,  a  practical  committee, 
and  an  increasing  body  of  members. 

I  have  many  friends  in  each  association,  and  if  they  want 
t)  lose  their  privileges,  and  play  it. to  the  hands  of 
unscrupulous  agitators  who  will  wreck  them  both ,  let  them 
hand  over  their  interests  to  the  so-called  urity  council, 
and  it  will  be  quickly  done. 

The  idea  that  unity  is  strength  is  net  always  right— the 
strength  of  a  chain  is  only  that  of  its  weakest  link -at  d  • 
those  behind  the  scenes  well  know  the  rotten  character  of  •] 
the  present  movement,  which  is  not  designed  to  benefit 
the  London  angler,  but  through  him  to  carry  out  n  big 
scheme  by  which  eventually  others  are  to  gain  at  his 
expense.  Its  real  object  is  concealed.— Yon' s  fa' thfully, 
,  ,  -  T.  Crlmi'len. 

<:HOW  IT  STRIKES  AN  INSIDER." 
Hast  read  the  lines  of  Dr.  Spence  ? 
They  hardly  shine  for  common  seme  ; 
But  in  those  lines  he  there  repeats 
The  calumnies  and  quaint  deceits 
Our  foes  have  tried  to  hamner 
Into  the  heads  of  anglers  true, 
But  let  them  try  till  all  is  blue 
Each  trick  and  silly  crammer. 

The  English  may  be  mcstly  fool 
If  we  belie  te  in  Carlyle's  rules  ; 
But  e'en  in  folly  there's  degrees. 
Before  themselves  our  foes  cin  ji'e  i  c, 
One  thing  they've  got  to  show. 
That  we  who  favour  unity 
Have  less  of  sense  and  sanity 
Than  they  who  are  its  foe. 
It's  hardly  well,  it  gives  us  turns, 
To  have  thy  name,  dear  Bobby  Burn?, 
Invoked  to  prove  with  all  thy  might 
That  right  is  wrong,  and  wrong  is  right. 
We're  not  such  oafs  as  be  took  in 
With  hook  and  snare  and  patent  gin. 
But  work  for. unity  with  main  and  might, 
Its  foes  e'en  vanishing  in  darkest  ri  *ht. 

A.  J.  Marriott 
(Waltonian  Ang'ing  Suriety). 

THE  UNITY  COUNCIL. 

Sir,— The  following  letter  has  been  handed  to  the 
chairman  f  torn  the  secretary :  "  Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  tender 
my  resignation  as  secretary  of  the  Unity  Council.  I  regret 
to  be  obliged  to  do  this,  but  am  ui  able  to  fight  against 
outside  pressure.  My  sympathies  will  ever  be  with  vo  -, 
and  the  cause  you  are  sd  ably  assisting,  and,  as  a  private 
individual,  my  spare  hours  are  at  your  disposal,  to  advarce 
the  agitation  we  have  mutually  at  heait.— I  am,  &c^ 
Edgar  S.  Shrdbsole." 

[  This  letter  is  surely  an  answer  'o  the  many  charges  of 
sen-interest  b:  ought  forward  against  this  gentleman  A 
letter  has  been  received  from  the  Cobden  A.S.,  invitiuj 
members  of  the  council  to  their  nuetiog  on  June  3. 
Charles  S.  Patterson,  Chairman.] 


NEW  PATENTS. 
Ti  E  following  list  is  specially  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  of  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.,  who  will  answer  all  inquiries  freo  of  charge  to  our 
readers : 

10,733.   Reuben  Riy  and  Benjamiu  Ray,  cf  64,  Corpora- 
tion-road, Great  Grimsby,  for  lmprovcmcnl  s  in 
appliances  for  sea  sounding. 
10,857.    John  Harold  Barry,  21,  Glebe-buildings,  Bury, 
for  improved  fishing  tackle. 


£o000  iiONUS  would  not  he  thought  too  largo  an  amount  to  pay 
for  the  blessing  of  health  by  many  wretched  sufferers  who  by  day 
and  night  are  tortured  wilh  the  racking  pains  peculiar  to  jrout 
and  rheumatism.  Bollef,  however,  can  bo  procured  at  «  much 
less  coBt  by  tho  aid  of  Holloway's  Pills  and  Ointment  Tin 
former  are  of  so  purifying  a  nalure,  that  a  few  doses  taken  In 
time  are  an  effectual  preventivo  again*!  an  attack  of  either.  I  h  > 
Ointment  should  be  thoroughly  rubbed  into  the  parts  affected  at 
least  twice  a  day  after  thny  have  been  sufllciently  foment. . I  with 
worm  water,  which  opens  the  pores  and  facilitates  the  Introdua 
Hon  of  the  Ointment  to  tho  gltnds, 


June  5,  1897] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


389 


CONTENTS. 

N.B. — All  rights  reserved  in  articles  published  in 
this  paper. 

Mr.  Frederick  M.  Halford's  New  Book   389 

Our  May  Fly  Outing  on  the  Test  and  the  Itchen  . , .  389 

More  Jottings  of  an  Amateur  Fly  Dresser    390 

Yellow  Fin,  Finnock,  and  Sea  Trout    391 

Mr.  Andrew  Lar.g  and  Q.E.D   391 

The  Mole  and  the  Swallows    392 

The  Ceres  Keminder  and  Table  Clearer   393 

Angling  Excursions  in  France  and  Belgium   393 

A  Few  "  Fishy "  Incidents                      ,..    ...  393 

May  Fly  Prospects    395 

Lochs  and  Givers  of  Scotland   395 


  NOTICE.   

The  Fishing  Gazette  is  published  every  Saturday,  and  can  be 
obtained  at  Messra.'W.  H.  Smith  and  Son's  Railway  Bookstalls 
and  of  the  principal  Newsagents  and  Fishing  Tackle  Dealers 
in  London  and  the  Provinces. 

Communications  relating  to  the  Literary  Department,  Fishing 
Tackle  for  Notice,  Books  for  Beview,  <fec,  should  be  addressed 
to  B.  B.  Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishinu  Gazette,  St. 
Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

Correspondents  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper 
only,  and  give  their  real  names  and  addresses,  not  necessarily 
as  signatures  to  their  letters,  but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 
Unless  this  rule  be  adhered  to  no  notice  will  be  taken  of  such 
communications. 

Terms  of  Subscription, 

The  Gazette  can  be  had  by  sending  Postal  Order  or  Stamps  to 
Messrs.  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Limited,  the  Pro- 
prietors, St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London,  to  whom 
all  money  payments  should  be  made. 
For  One  Year,  post  free  to  any  part  of  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland  

„  Six  Months                ditto  ditto 
„  Three  Months             ditto  ditto 
To  America  and  the  Continent,  annual  subscription, 
including  postage  


10s.  6d 
5s.  4d. 
2s.  8d. 

12s.  6d. 


Scale  of  Charges  for  Advertisements. 

One  Page   •  £7   7  0 

Half  Page   3  !«j  ° 

A  Column  or  Quarter  Page   2   2  0 

Half  Column  or  Eighth  Page   15  0 

Small  advertisements  4s.  per  inch  of  single  column  (4  cols,  to  page). 

The  Life  of  every  Advertiser  and  Subscriber  is  Insured  by  the 
Proprietors  for  One  Hundred  Pounds  in  case  of  death  when 
travelling,  or  by  drowning  when  fishing. 

All  communications  respecting  Advertisements  should  be 
addressed  to  the  Advertisement  Manager,  St,  Dunstan's 
House,  Fetter  Lane,  London. 

Telegraphic  Address— "  BIVS AM,  London." 
TELEPHONE  No.  65,083. 


WITH  WHICH  IS  INCORPORATED 

ANGLING  AND  CLUB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  5th,  1897. 


MR.  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD'S 
NEW  BOOK. 


"DRY  FLY  ENTOMOLOGY."* 
Froissart,  the  old  French,  chronicler,  said  that 
we  English  took  our  pleasures  sadly.  If  he  could 
see  this  most  thorough  and  admirable  work  by- 
Mr.  Frederic  M.  Halford,  he  might  also  say  that 
we  took  them  seriously.  The  very  title  of  this 
book  will  repel  a  good  many  anglers,  and,  doubt- 
less, one  more  taking  could  easily  have  been  found, 
but  certainly  not  one  more  accurate.  It  is  a  dis- 
course on  the  natural  insects  on  which  trout  and 
grayling  feed,  and  on  their  artificial  imitations ; 
and  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  have  read  it  in  intervals  of 
May  fly  fishing  on  the  Test  and  Itchen  with  the 
greatest  interest.  Although  the  first  half  of  the 
book  is  purely  scientific  entomology,  I  venture  to 
say  that  no  fly  fisher,  wet  or  dry,  who  sees  more 
in  fishing  than  the  mere  killing  of  fish,  can  read 
these  first  six  chapters  without  a  feeling  of 
admiration  for  the  manner  in  which  the  whole 
subject  is  handled  by  the  author.  To  criticise 
the  natural  history  of  this  work  would  require 

*  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology."  A  brief  description  of 
leading  types  of  natural  insects  serving  as  food  for  trout 
and  grayling.  With  the  100  best  patterns  of  floating  flics, 
and  the  various  methods  of  dressing  them.  By  Frederic 
M.  Halford,  author  of  "  Floating  Flies,  and  How  to  Dress 
Them,"  &c,  with  coloured  plates  of  flies,  and  other 
illustrations.  London:  Vinton  and  Co.,  Ltd.,*!),  New 
Bridge-street,  E.C. 


very  special  knowledge ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  is 
doubtful  if  anyone  but  the  author  possesses 
that  knowledge,  for  it  is  a  most  unusual  com- 
bination, viz.,  the  science  of  entomology  applied 
to  the  science  of  fly  fishing.  Every  fly  fisher 
has  more  or  less  crude  ideas  about  the  natural 
insects  his  artificial  imitations  are  supposed  to 
represent,  and  one  effect  of  reading  this  book  will 
be  to  convince  him  how  very  crude  they  are.  In 
his  preface  Mr.  Halford  says :  "  My  aim  has  been 
to  convey  the  required  information  in  the  simplest 
language,  avoiding,  as  far  as  possible,  scientific 
terms,  which  are  not  always  easily  understood ;  " 
and  certainly  his  aim  has  been  successful ;  and  his 
book  will  henceforth  be  the  standard  authority  on 
the  life  history  of  all  those  natural  insects  in 
which  trout  and  grayling,  and  consequently 
anglers,  are  most  interested. 

The  "  Introduction  "  deals  lucidly  with  aquatic 
entomology  generally  ;  then  come  special  chapters 
on  each  of  the  five  great  divisions  or  families  of 
flies  more  particularly  interesting  to  anglers,  and 
most  of  us  will,  I  am  sure,  thank  Mr.  Halford  for 
giving  the  English  explanation  of  scientific  names 
and  terms.  Science  is  not  less  scientific  for  being 
written  in  English.  It  would  be  impossible  to 
prize  too  highly  the  admirable  illustrations  in 
these  chapters. 

Chapter  I.  deals  with  the  ephemeridae  (ephe- 
meral, or  "  one  day  flies/'  as  the  Germans  call 
them,  though  "  two  or  three  day  flies  "  would 
probably  be  more  correct).  This  class  includes  the 
Duns,  Spinners,  and  May  Flies. 

Some  of  the  ephemerida?  drop  their  eggs  on  the 
water ;  others  creep  down  into  the  water  and  lay 
their  eggs  upon  the  underside  of  stones,  and  then 
return  to  the  surface  and  fly  away. 

"  Every  observant  fisherman  has  at  times,  when 
wading,  been  surprised  to  find  a  number  of 
spinners  crawling  up  his  stockings  and  brogues. 
Doubtless  these  are  the  females  striving  to  regain 
the  surface  after  depositing  their  eggs  in  the 
manner  just  described." 

These  chapters  are  full  of  such  extremely 
interesting  information  as  this,  and  the  magnified 
illustrations,  for  instance,  of  ephemeridae  nymphs 
(Plate  1)  are  so  exquisitely  drawn  that  they 
bear  the  use  of  a  magnifying  glass,  in  fact, 
almost  require  it,  so  delicate  is  the  work.  There 
can  be  no  excuse  in  future  for  mistaking  any  of 
the  insects  depicted  and  described  by  Mr.  Halford, 
or  for  such  a  blunder  as  I  myself  made  recently  in 
the  F.  G.  when  I  mentioned  the  alder  as  one  of  the 
great  family  of  caddis,  or  case  flies. 

A  good  many  anglers  are  not  aware  that  the 
May  Fly  moults  in  the  air,  but  it  does.  "When  it 
first  rises  from  the  water,  after  divesting  itself 
of  its  old  waterproof  or  larval  skin,  it  has  still  to 
peel  off  another  complete  garment  or  skin.  Pietet, 
the  great  Swiss  naturalist,  thus  describes  the 
subimago :  "  The  winged  insect  which  appears  as 
a  result  of  this  operation  (i.e.,  emerging,  on  the 
surface  of  the  water,  from  the  larval  shuck  or 
skin)  has  not  yet  arrived  at  the  perfect  state ;  it 
is  still  enveloped  in  a  semi-opaque  skin,  which 
dims  its  colour,  hampers  its  flight,  gives  its  wings 
a  grey  and  dull  appearance,  and  its  legs  and 
caudal  setae  are  often  of  smaller  dimensions  than 
they  attain  later  on.  It  has  yet  to  cast  off  this 
covering." 

This  last  operation  puts  the  finishing  touch  on 
the  picture,  and  may  be  said  to  be  like  varnishing 
day  at  the  Royal  Academy.  Mr.  Halford,  who 
invariably  gives  full  acknowledgment  to  the 
naturalists  he  quotes  from,  gives  also  his  friend 
the  Rev.  A.  E.  Eaton's  description  of  this  moult- 
ing and  adds,  that  "The  angler  can  recognise  the 
subimago  by  the  surface  of  the  wings  being 
covered  with  short  spiny  hairs,  and  the  lower 
margin  of  them  fringed  with  longer  hairs.  The 
movement  of  the  subimago  through  the  air  is 
slow  and  heavy,  and  its  usual  tendency  is  to 
make  a  short  flight  to  the  safe  shelter  of 
herbage,  bushes,  or  trees.  After  a  certain  lapse 
of  time,  varying  in  different  genera  and  species, 
and  largely! dependent  on  temperature,  the  subi- 
mago (it  will  be  remembered  this  refers  to  the 
ephemeridaR)  arrives  at  the  period  of  its  existence 
when  the  last  change  is  to  take  place,  and  some- 
thing analogous  to  the  metamorphosis  of  the 
nymph  happens."  This  final  change  is  described 
on  p.  44.  It  takes  place  when  the  insect  has 
settled  down  in  some  sheltered  place. 

Bushes,  long  grass,  sedges,  etc.,  play  an  im- 
portant part  in  the  life  history  of  the  May  Fly, 


especially  at  times  when  rough  weather  prevails 
at  the  period  of  the  "  rise  j"  and  the  clearing  away 
of  bushes,  &c,  on  a  May  Fly  water  may  have  a 
good  deal  to  do  with  decrease  of  fly,  and  in 
many  places  their  growth  might  be  encouraged 
with  advantage.  All  who  in  past  years  have 
fished  that  grand  stretch  of  the  Test  at  Compton 
known  as  the  Lake  will  remember  the  old  hut 
halfway  down  on  the  right  hand  side.  It  was 
the  only  shelter  for  man  or  May  Fly  on  all  that 
large  stretch,  and  both  miss  it  greatly,  for  it  has 
disappeared. 

Old  angling  writers  and  many  living  anglers 
write  and  speak  of  the  Green  Drake  and  the 
Grey  Drake  as  if  they  were  distinct  flies.  This  of 
course  is  a  mistake,  as  the  green  fly  merely 
changes  to  the  grey  after  shedding  the  subimago 
skin;  the  action  of  light  seems  to*  bleach  the 
bodies  and  darken  the  wing  reticulation. 

News  has  just  come  in  that  the  May  Fly  is  up 
and  the  trout  are  taking  them,  so  I  must  leave 
theory  for  practice  for  the  moment,  and  probably 
defer  the  finish  of  these  notes  on  Mr.  Halford's 
grand  book  until  next  week.  R.  B.  Marston. 
(To  be  continued.) 


OUR  MAY  FLY  OUTING  ON  THE 
TEST  AND  THE  ITCHEN. 


Saturday,  May  29,  1897. — I  am  sitting  in  a 
large  fisherman's  hut  on  the  banks  of  the  Test. 
The  wind  is  howling  overhead,  and  the  waves 
on  the  river  are  like  the  waves  of  the  sea  when 
the  wind  is  blowing  half  a  gale.  This  is  our 
second  day.  Yesterday  the  sky  was  leaden  and 
lowering,  with  occasional  glimpses  of  sunshine. 
A  fair  wind  was  blowing  up  from  the  south-west. 
The  May  Fly  came  up  occasionally  and  was 
promptly  taken  down,  a  signal  for  us  to  place 
our  imitation  on  the  spot  where  the  real  one  had 
disappeared. 

Just  now,  however,  I  am  more  interested  in  the 
antics  of  a  pair  of  wagtails — the  most  elegant  and 
graceful  of  birds.  They  are  trying  all  they  know 
to  make  me  believe  they  haven't  got  a  nest  and 
young  ones  in  the  thatch  overhead.  I  know 
where  it  is.  The  hen,  di-essed  in  more  sombre 
garb  than  her  gay  husband,  peering  through 
the  window,  has  got  sight  of  me,  sitting 
in  the  farthest  corner.  She  has  a  white  grub  in 
her  mouth ;  but,  instead  of  flying  up  to  her  nest 
just  above,  she  is  off  round  the  opposite  corner, 
and  so  gets  to  her  young  by  a  roundabout  way, 
and  thinks  she  has  tricked  me  nicely.  Now  they 
are  down  on  the  grass  yonder,  twittering  and 
digging  away,  pretending  to  be  quite  unconscious 
that  I  am  watching  them.  They  think  this  hut 
is  their  property — that  it  grew  up  where  it  is,  quite 
away  in  an  open  meadow,  far  away  from  the 
habitations  of  men  folk,  solely  and  specially  for 
them  to  build  their  nests  in.  Yonder  comes  the 
male  bird,  with  a  great  bunch  of  grubs  in  his 
mouth,  but  scolding  all  the  same.  His  little  bright 
eye  is  a  Rontgen  ray  ;  he  can  see  me  as  clearly 
as  if  there  were  no  glass  between  us,  and  I  was 
not  sitting  quietly  in  the  darkest  corner.  Now 
comes  his  wife  with  another  mouthful;  and  so 
they  keep  on  hour  after  hour,  cramming  the 
maws  of  those  little  monsters  up  in  the  thatch. 
All  my  readers,  of  course,  know  that  the  wagtail 
is  the  smallest  bird  that  walks.  They  may  not 
all  know  the  riddle  propounded,  I  think,  by  the 
late  Lord  Melbourne  on  a  solemn  occasion  : 
My  first  ia  a  bird  what  hops, 
My  second  makes  hay  crops, 
My  whole  we  eat  with  mutton  chops. 
But  I  must  to  business.  There  is  a  slight  lull  of 
the  wind,  so  I  will  go  down  and  have  another  try 
at  that  big  trout  just  below  the  May  bush.  I 
pricked  him  this  morning,  but  I  think  he  must 
have  forgotten  that.  Yes;  there  he  is — a  real 
beauty,  over  21b.  In  this  aristocratic  stream  no  fish 
is  takeable  under  1  Alb.  The  wind  is  still  howling 
in  the  trees  ;  my  fish  is  just  under  the  bank  on 
my  side.  I  must  get  a  good  way  below  him  and 
cast  up.  At  my  first  cast,  in  a  slight  lull,  I  got 
my  fly  just  above  him,  and  just  after  he  had 
swallowed  a  delicious  morsel.  I  had  put  on  a  new 
fly — a  favourite,  called  the  G.O.M.,  specially  for 
him.  Up  he  came,  seized  it ;  I  struck.  He  was 
bewildered,  first  at  the  peculiar  flavour  of  this  new 
thing,  and  then  at  the  strange  pricking  in  his 
lip.  Then  he  dashed  madly  across  the  stream. 
I  held  on  to  him  for  a  long  time,  but  he  got  down 
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into  the  weeds,  and,  alas !  I  failed  to  release  him, 
or,  perhaps  it  is  more  proper  to  say,  I  did  release 
him.  My  hook  came  away,  and  I  left  him  behind 
There  he  is  still  for  some  more  cunning  hand.  I 
have  lost  my  last  chance  at  him. 

I  returned,  philosophically,  to  the  hut,  and, 
while  I  am  waiting  here  for  the  wind  to  moderate 
its  fury,  I  may  as  well  report  our  doings  of  yes 
terday.    We  arrived  here,  no  matter  where,  on 
The  Test  on  Thursday  night,  and  we  started  fish- 
ing early  on  Friday  morning.    A  very  jolly, 
bright-eyed  keeper,  who  has  met  with  many 
cunousjadventures  in  his  day,  attended  the  Major. 
He  will  be  easily  recognised  by  a  smashed  thumb, 
by  which  he  was  pinned  between  the  upper  and 
nether  beams  of  a  sluice  for  four  hours  in  mortal 
agony.     Lenny,  a   smart  young  under-keeper, 
attended  me.    He  has  a  remarkably  quick  eye  for 
a  rising  fish.    I  may  go  a  little  further,  by  way 
of  identifying  our  water,  by  saying  that  it  is 
without  doubt  the  finest  stretch  of  trout  water 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  It  has  two  large  carriers, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  main  stream.    The  latter 
flows  majestically,  deep  and  strong  and  straight 
for  about  a  mile.    We  had,  in  fact,  both  sides  of 
three  full  rivers  to  fish. 

About  this  first  day's  fishing  I  will  only  say 
that  we  broke  the  record  this  season  up  to  date. 
Our  joint  efforts  produced  191b.  weight,  of  which 
two  trout  weighed  61b.,  and  not  one  of  the  rest 
was  under  21b.  I  hooked,  and,  alas!  I  lost  in 
weeds  or  banks,  or  through  defective  gut,  sis 
good  fish,  and  the  Major  lost  more  from'  the  same 
causes  ;  but  then  he  caught  more  to  make  up  for 
it.  We  also  caught  many  grayling,  which,  of 
course,  at  this  season,  do  not  count.  At  the  con- 
clusion I  could  only  claim  as  my  share  one  brace 
and  a  half,  weighing  61b.,  out  of  the  191b.  recorded. 

Saturday,  29th,  was,  as  I  have  already  intimated 
a  tempestuous  day.  We  started  early.  I  caught, 
at  my  first  cast  over  a  rising  fish,  a  very  fine 
trout,  which  I  claimed  as  being  up  to  the  standard 
of  Hlb.,  but  which  my  infidus  achates  vowed  was 
only  l|lb. — it  was  his  opinion  against  mine,  for 
we  had  no  scales.  While  we  were  disputing  the 
fish  was  dying  ;  so,  to  settle  the  question,  back  he 
went  to  his  native  element,  more  dead  than  alive ; 
he  soon  recovered  his  usual  health  and  was  off 
merrily. 

The  Major  caught  two  or  three  big  one3  during 
the  morning,  but,  as  I  started  by  saying,  the  wind 
was  doing  its  utmost  to  drive  the  big  stream  back 
to  its  source.  I  did  nothing  more  till  lunch  came 
down,  and  there  in  the  hut  we  whiled  away  two  or 
three  hours,  the  wind  whistling  above  and  around 
us. 

The  long  stretch  of  river  I  have  already 
mentioned  is  called  The  Lake,  and  up  this  lake 
the  wind  was  driving,  for  the  whole  stretch  is 
quite  unprotected  by  tree  or  shrub.  The  Major 
started  up  one  side,  and  I  took  the  other,  there 
being  from  40yds.  to  60yds.  of  river  between  us. 
Not  a  fly  could  be  seen  on  the  tumbling  billows, 
and  there  was  no  sign  of  a  rise. 

"  Look  out !  "  cried  Lenny.    "  There's  a  rise  up 
yonder,  just  about  the  middle  of  the  stream  by 
that  weed."   I  had  seen  the  rise  at  the  same  time 
as  Lenny;    I  made  a  cast,  and  the  wind  carried 
my  fly  many  feet  to  the  left.    But  cast  number 
three  came  down  nicely  just  over  the  right  spot, 
and  whiz  !  away  went  my  fly  up  stream,  down, 
across,  and  back,  and  a  dash  into  the  bank  close 
to  us.    I  kept  a  tight  hold  all  the  time.    Now  he 
had  got  a  yard  into  the  bank,  and  for  a  long  time  I 
would  not  be  dislodged;  but  Lenny,  by  stamping' 
hard  on  the  soft  mould— for  he  was  not  more 
than  a  foot  or  two  from  the  surface— started  him 
out.    Off  he  goes  again  down  stream,  and  I  could 
scarcely  get  ahead  of  him.    Again  he  manages  to 
get  into  the  bank,  and  again  had  to  be  stamped 
out;  but  he  was  there  long  enough,  to  get  fresh 
breath  and  vigour,  and  off  he  made  for  a  bed  of 
weeds.   I  continued  to  pull  as  hard  as  I  dared  to 
bring   him   in,  but   he   got   down   in  spite 
pt  my  eftorts,  and  there  he  stuck,  fiied  and 
immovable;  not  an  inch  would  he  move  My 
rod  was  like  a  rainbow  all  the  time.    At  last 
-Lenny,  full  of  excitement,  rushed  off  across  the 
meadow,  quite  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  get  a  Ions 
pole ;  the  Major  and  the  keeper  on  the  other  side 
were  also  excited.    The  keeper  urged  the  Major 
to  wade  across,  and  he  started  to  come,  but  his 
waders  only  covered  his  knees,  and  my  trout  was 
in  water  Oft.  deep,  so  I  ordered  him  on  no  account 
to  make  the  rash  attempt.    Now  comes  Lenny 


wildly  and  breathlessly  running  with  a  long  pole 
on  his  shoulder.    All  was  well  still;  hook  and 
gut,  and  line  and  rod,  and  arm  and  angler 
firmly  and  immovably  fixed.    I  feared  for  my 
lovely  little  split  cane  rod,  one  of  the  best  and 
truest  ever  made  by  Leonard,  of  New  York. 
Lenny  prodded  away  at  the  weeds ;  the  rod  per- 
ceptibly straightened.    I  slackened  a  bit,  and 
away  he  goes  again  down  stream,  but,  failing  to 
reach  another  bunch  of  weeds,  he  tried  another 
dodge.   He  leapt  3ft.  clean  into  the  air,  and 
then  he   gave  up  the  fight  and  came  quietly 
into  the  net.   Altogether  he  must  have  given 
me_   about    twenty    minutes    of  pleasurable 
excitement.   During  the  process  the  Major  and 
the  keeper  were  shouting  all  sorts  of  advice,  to 
which  I  paid  no  heed ;  and  afterwards  they  said 
you  should  have  done  this  and  you  should  have 
done  that;  but  I  don't  believe  that  the  Major 
himself,  expert  as  he  is,  could  have  handled  that 
plucky  trout  better  than  did  "  The  A.  A."  They 
clapped  their  hands  and  cheered  when  they  saw 
my  fish  come  to  basket.    After  all  he  weighed 
only  2§lb.    The  Major  caught  several  bigger  ones, 
but  not  one  that  fought  like  mine. 

In  connection  with  this  pugnacious  fish,  I  wish 
to  add  the  following  : 

Notice.— Found,  firmly  fixed  in  the  root  of 
the  pectoral  fin  of  a  2Alb.  trout,  a  well-made  May 
Fly,  pronounced  by  the  Major,  from  its  special 
style,  to  be  one  of  Mr.  Yarde's  Professors,  made 
by  Miss  Ellis,  of  Exmouth— Imitation.  The 
owner  may  have  it  on  producing  proof  of  identifi- 
cation. The  trout  is  no  longer  in  evidence, 
having  been  eaten  the  next  morning. 

In  spite  of  wind  and  weather,  we  found,  when 
we  came  to  weigh-in,  that  we  had  got  exactly  the 
same  weight  as  yesterday — viz.,  191b. 

And  now  we  have  to  quit  this  noble  river,  the 
finest  trout  stream  I  have  ever  seen,  and  must  be 
off  for  "  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new." 

I  find  I  have  said  little  or  nothing  about  the 
May   Fly,    but    of    course   it    is  understood 
we  are  fishing  mostly  with  a  variety  of  imitations 
of   that    remarkable    insect.     They  were  up 
it  is  true,  but  only  fitfully.    On  Friday  they 
rode  placidly  on   the  surface   of    the  water, 
like  frigates   of  the  olden  time,  or  graceful 
yachts  of  the  Solent;  but  on  Saturday  they 
were  like  storm-tossed  ships  in  a  wild  hurri- 
cane at  sea,  blown  hither  and   thither,  and 
sometimes  off  the  water— there  was  no  chance  for 
the  brief  life  which  nature  at  best  allows  them. 
There  were  more  strong- winged  swifts  about  than 
May  Flies ;  so  that  between  swift  and  trout,  wind 
and  wave,  there  were   surely  none   alive  of 
Saturday 's_  brood  to  tell  next  day  of  their  rough 
reception  in  their  new  and  winged  world.  So 
eager  and  voracious  were  the  swifts  that  they 
dashed  at  our  imitations,  and  three  came  to  grief 
in  this  way.    One   caught  my  fly  and  came 
fluttering  down  with  the  barbed  destroyer  fixed  in 
his  bleeding  mouth.    I  released  him  gently,  put 
him  on  the  grass  to  test  the  truth  of  the  saying 
that  swifts  cannot  rise  from  the  ground  owing  to 
the  length  of  their  wings.    The  saying  is  proved 
to  be  a  fallacy.    My  swift,  after  one  or  two 
awkward  struggles,  sprang  into  the  air  and  went 
his  way  rejoicing.    The  Major  caught  another  in 
the  same  way,  and  a  third  came  to  grief  by 
dashing  against  his  rod. 

"  The  A.  A."  and  the  Major  have  only  now  to 
express  their  thanks  to  the  good  friend  who 
afforded  them  the  opportunity  of  disporting 
themselves  so  delightfully  on  his  beautiful  water. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


MORE  JOTTINGS  OF  AN  AMATEUR 
FLY-DRESSER. 


"Athenian  "  surely  is  not  serious  in  suggesting 
that  the  exact  imitation  theory  is  more  easily 
followed  by  the  wet  fly  man  than  by  the  dry  fly 
man.  The  latter  has  nothing  but  imitation  to 
depend  on,  except  in  the  case  of  a  few  fancy  flies, 
whereas  the  wet  fly  man  has  the  movement  of 
feathers,  especially  hackles,  by  the  boil  and 
tumble  or  eddies  of  the  unequal  currents  which 
carry  his  fly  to  rely  upon.  Even  the  fancy  flies 
of  the  dry  fly  man  probably  suggest  some  natural 
fly  to  the  fish.  Let  "Athenian"  tuy  a  penny 
sheet  of  looking-glass  and  put  it  at  the  bottom  of 
a  dark  can  or  tub  of  water  and  float  over  it  say  a 
Wickham's  Fancy.   I  make  bold  to  say  he  will 


not  see  much  resemblance  to  a  bright  gold-bodied 
insect.    It  may  thus  well  be  that  the  trout  do  not 
see  gold  and  silver  tinsel  bodies  as  we  do.  Then 
let  him  take  a  common  wet  fly,  say  Stewart's 
brown  bodied  starling  hackle,  and  turn  on  a  tap 
over  it  in  a  conduit,  and  watch  the  extraordinary 
contortions  it  will  assume.    It  is  like  nothing  in. 
life,  but  for  all  that  extraordinarily  alive.  Fished 
up-stream,  as  Stewart's  patterns  were  intended  to 
be,  and  that  in  tumbling,  brawling  burns,  it  is 
obvious  that  these  patterns  must  be  acted  upon 
by  the  current  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  fly  - 
m  the  conduit.    It  is  clear  that  in  this  respect 
wet  flies  have  an  enormous  advantage  over  dry 
flies,  except  in  very  smooth  water,  and  it  is  there- 
fore  needless  to  be  very  accurate  or  careful  about  : 
the  exact  imitation  of  the  natural  fly. 

On  the  Coquet  in  the  spring,  when  the  March 
Brown  is  coming  down  thick  and  the  fish  plopping 
at  it  as  hard  as  they  can  go,  Partridge  and  Green 
will  kill  them  when  they  will  not  look  at  an 
imitation  of  the  March  Brown.  Can  "  Athenian  " 
tell  me  what  such  typical  wet  flies  as  Partridge 
and  Yellow  or  Partridge  and  Orange  stand  for  ? 
Poult  bloa  and  snipe  bloa  are,  no  doubt,  fair 
rough  imitations  of  Yellow  Duns,  but  the  imita- 
tion can  hardly  be  described  as  exact.  No 
hackled  imitation  can  be  so  described.  It  can 
only  give  a  general  effect.  Now  a  floating  fly, 
such  as,  for  instance,  an  Olive  Quill,  may,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  refraction  of  the  water,  to 
which  "  Athenian  "  refers,  have  a  surprisingly 
exact  effect.  The  natural  dun  raises  his  tail  from 
the  surface,  and  probably  the  result  is  that  the 
fish  awaiting  him  sees  a  body  as  short  and  stump 
as  that  of  one  of  George  Holland's  Olive  Quills. 

It  will  be  within  the  experience  of  most  fly 
fishers  that  the  most  deadly  moment,  after  the 
moment  of  alighting,  in  the  course  of  a  wet  fly 
down  stream  cast,  is  that  when  the  cast  is  drawn 
almost  straight  by  the  stream,  and  the  flies  are 
maintaining  their  position  against  the  current. 
Why  is  this  P  Either  the  fly  gives  the  general 
effect  of  a  creeper  working  against  the  current,  or 
else  the  hackles,  if  cock's  hackles,  are  at  this  stage 
brought  into  most  active  play. 

In  the  dry  fly  the  hackles  cannot  move  at  all, 
and  simulation  of  the  natural  insect  instead  of 
suggestion  of  life  must  be  relied  on. 

I  don't  think  the  trout  can  be  described  as 
blase  who  takes  such   a  continued  and  varied 
interest  in  every  kind  of  food  passing  over  him,  * 
as  do  these   trout  which    I  have  described  as 
chance  feeders. 

The  Red  Quill,  if  dressed  with  undyed  quill,  is 
undoubtedly  a  fair  representation  of  the  Whirling 
Blue  Dun,  but  I  never  heard  that  insect  described 
as  the  Red  Quill  Gnat.  The  dyed  pattern  repre- 
sents the  Red  or  Brown  Spinner  tribe. 

I  do  not  know  a  better  Black  Gnat  than  Mr. 
Hall's  pattern  on  00  hooks  short,  provided  a  good 
bend  of  hook  be  used  ;  but  on  the  very  small 
sizes  an  inordinate  proportion  of  trout  hooked  are 
lost  for  lack  of  gape  in  the  hook. 

This  May  I  spent  four  days  in  the  home  of  the 
Blue  Upright.   I  thought  I  knew  the  pattern  of 
old.    I  have  dressed  it  for  years  on  0,  1,  and  2 
hooks.    But  I  find  I  was  mistaken.    I  wrote  to  a 
friend  who  knows  the  river  I  was  to  fish,  and 
asked  his  advice  as  to  flies  to  dress.   He  sent  me 
a  short  and  useful  list  of  flies,  and  a  Blue  Upright 
as  a  pattern.   It  was  a  fearful  fowl,  dressed  on  a 
small  gaff  (No.  5),  with  two  big  hackles  and  a 
brown  quill  body.     "You  will  see,"  my  friend 
wrote,  "its  hackle  is  of  a  rare  shade  of  steely 
blue,  a  blue  that  cannot  always  be  met  with,  and 
it  is  in  the  spring  here  a  grand  killer."    At  that 
time  the  river  was  in  flood,  but  when  I  went  down 
it  had  fined  considerably.    On  the  first  day  the 
fish  were  fairly  willing  takers  of  a  Yellow  Dun 
(dressed  with  a  waxed  primrose  silk  body  and  un- 
waxed  rib  of  the  same  material,  a  Honey  Dun 
hackle  and  whisk,  and  a  starling  wing)  and 
Greenwell's  Glory.  On  the  second  day  they  would 
have  neither  at  any  price,  nor  could  I  find  any 
pattern  to  their  minds.    About  noon  I  met 
another  rod  coming  down  stream,  and,  looking  at 
his  flies,  found  that  he  .liad  two  great  birds  of 
Blue  Uprights  in  his  cast,  and  an  August  Dun. 
He  had  killed  more  than  I  had,  and  in  despair  I 
put  on  at  the  point  of  my  cast  the  fearful  thing 
my  friend  had  sent  me.     I  looked  at  it  under 
water,  and  saw  that  it  resembled  nothing  so  much 
as  an  inky  mop,  with  the  points  washed  to  a 
French  grey  shade.   The  first  half  dozen  casts 
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brought  me  into  connection  with  a  £ -pounder  or 
so,  which,  however,  succeeded  in  wriggling  off 
the  gaff.  However,  he  was  soon  replaced,  and 
others  were  added  unto  him,  the  fish  coming 
at  the  mop  like  tigers.  Next  day  I  dressed 
a  small  supply  before  breakfast  on  long 
4's,  and  for  morning  and  afternoon  fishing 
I  never  had  to  change  my  cast  till  the  fourth  day. 
By  this  time  the  water  had  fined  still  more,  and 
the  trout  only  followed  the  Blue  Upright,  and  did 
not  seize  it.  So  I  mounted  instead  one  of  the 
two  remaining  Blue  Uprights  which  I  had  dressed 
from  my  last  autumn  campaign  on  No.  1  hooks. 
This  did  the  trick  so  effectually  that  I  wished  I 
had  tied  some  more  instead  of  the  big  birds 
aforesaid.  I  soon,  to  my  sorrow,  lost  them  in 
withy  roots  on  the  far  side,  casting  a  trifle  too 
far,  in  order  to  get  the  trout  under  the  opposite 
bank. 

"What  the  trout  take  the  big  Blue  Upright  for 
I  cannot  understand,  unless  it  is  for  some  species 
of  Daddylonglegs.  They  seemed  to  prefer  it 
half  dry,  and  slightly  dragging,  perhaps  because 
that  brought  the  hackles  into  play.  I  should  like 
to  see  it  (the  large  size)  tried  on,  say,  the  Yore 
and  the  Itchen.  "Val  Oonson. 


YELLOW  FIN,  FINNOCK,  AND  SEA 
TROUT. 


Theee  are  three  stages  in  the  life  of  the  sea 
trout  corresponding  very  much  to  the  parr,  grilse, 
and  salmon  stages  in  solar,  only  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  the  first  stage  of  the  salmon  is  a  very 
sacred  one,  and  carefully  hedged  about  by  the  law, 
which  keeps  it  from  being  killed  till  it  passes  from 
the  smolt  to  the  grilse.    Not  so  with  sea  trout. 

The  "  yellow  fin,"  on  the  other  hand,  forms  a 
very  acceptable  item  in  the  tidal  angler's  basket. 
It  is  of  a  lovely  silver  colour,  of  from  4oz.  to  6oz. 
in  weight,  and  a  dozen  or  so  of  these  in  a  morning 
may  not  be  despised.  It  has  a  bright  yellow  fin 
underneath,  from  which  it  gets  its  name,  although 
it  is  called  by  many  other  appellations  in  the 
various  localities  where  it  is  found. 

The  yellow  fin  seldom  goes  far  f rom  the  mouth 
of  the  tidal  which  he  has  dropped  into  from  the 
sweet  waters  above  when  a  tiny  sea  trout 
pan-,  about  the  size  of  the  forefinger.  He  soon 
fattens  in  the  rich  feeding  of  the  tidal  basin,  going 
and  returning  with  the  tide,  or  hunting  about 
till  the  rising  waters  bring  the  shrimps  in 
shoals  from  the  sands  below,  when  he  makes 
a  hearty  meal  twice  every  twenty-four  hours 
at  least.  Here  for  about  four  or  five  weeks 
the  yellow  fin  disports  himself,  and  seldom 
leaves  the  tidals  for  the  waters  above.  In  a  big 
spate  he  may  make  a  bolt  up  a  few  miles,  but,  as 
the  yellow  fin  has  no  mission  to  reproduce,  there 
is  no  necessity  for  it  changing  its  habitat  just  yet. 
They  rise  very  freely  to  the  smallest  sea  trout 
flies,  a  good  flight  being  a  March  Brown  for  a 
trial,  followed  by  a  Green  well's  Glory  and  a  Lord 
Saltoun.  The  trial  fly  may  be  changed  for  a 
Hare's-ear,  a  Dunkeld,  or  any  other  well  known 
pattern,  when  finding  the  humour  of  the  fish. 

It  is  a  treat  of  no  ordinary  kind  to  see  Mr. 
Malloch,  of  Perth,  finding  the  taking  fly,  say  on 
Loch  Leven.  He  starts  with  probably  no  less 
than  half  a  dozen  flights  of  shaded  sizes,  till  he 
gets  what  he  thinks  suits  him.  He  has  a  mouthful 
of  trial  flies,  also  sized  and  of  various  patterns, 
and  for  the  first  hour  or  so  he  will  change  and 
change,  sometimes  the  whole  flight,  sometimes  the 
trial  fly,  till  he  "  strikes  oil,"  as  the  Yankee  has  it 
— then  the  creel  is  not  long  inbeing  made  up.  Mr. 
Malloch  has  made  a  life  study  of  the  natural  fly, 
and  he  is  working  with  might  and  main  on  a 
book  just  now  devoted  to  the  natural  history  of  the 
fly — but  there,  I  must  not  go  further,  else  I  shall 
be  tripped  up  for  anticipating.  This  much, 
however :  that  anything  from  Mr.  Malloch  will  be 
authoritive,  and  gladly  welcomed.  His  observa- 
tions are  those  of  a  keen  enthusiast,  at  first  hand, 
and  from  a  practical  point  of  view. 

But  this  by  the  way.  The  yellow  fin  is  very 
fond  of  the  sand  eel  of  the  smaller  sizes,  and  all 
imitations  of  the  sand  eel  are  capital  lures  to  work 
with  for  a  change.  The  rubber  tube,  which  is  a 
very  cheap  form  of  minnow  in  white,  black,  and 
red,  is  readily  taken,  and  the  small  Devon  of  lin 
and  l^in.  will  make  a  basket  when  they  are  about 
in  an  hour  or  two's  time. 


Suddenly  the  yellow  fin  disappears,  and  about 
six  or  so  after  he  is  again  in  the  tidal,  but  this 
time  with  a  mission  and  a  new  name.  In  the 
interval  the  yellow  fin  has  been  in  the  briny 
proper,  where  he  has  put  on  fat  and  flesh,  and 
now  presents  the  appearance  of  a  finnock  or 
whitling  of  from  8oz.  to  lOoz.  in  weight,  half  a 
dozen  of  which  make  a  very  respectable  dish,  and 
a  dozen  or  so  a  fair  basket.  He  works  also  in  the 
tidal,  coming  and  going  with  the  tide  for  about  a 
fortnight,  when  on  the  first  available  opportunity 
he  makes  dead  upstream  to  spawn  in  the  early 
autumn,  in  the  shallow  mountain  bums  and  rills. 

The  finnock  is  the  grilse  of  the  sea  trout,  to  use 
Salmo  again  by  way  of  comparison.  He  fights 
game,  and  there  is  no  mistaking  the  finnock  by 
the  way  he  springs  into  the  air  when  struck,  then 
throws  himself  about  from  side  to  side  in  the  most 
frantic  efforts  to  escape — so  frantic,  that  he  often 
breaks  away  in  these  mad  dances.  It  is  best  to 
give  him  a  little  fine  at  this  time  instead  of  hold- 
ing him  tightly.  This  gives  him  the  chance  of  a 
bit  of  a  run,  and  then  he  can  be  reeled  up  to  the 
landing  net  with  ease,  as  he  is  soon  blown. 

The  finnock  is  very  fond  of  the  worm,  and 
splendid  baskets  are  made  by  this  means,  both  on 
the  tidal  and  far  inland  waters.  The  dewy  or  lob 
worm  is  a  very  easily  got  bait,  and  can  be 
gathered  off  the  grass  almost  at  any  season  of  the 
year,  except  when  there  is  frost  in  the  air  or  on 
the  ground.  A  little  practice  in  picking  the  lobs 
as  they  lie  their  length  out  of  their  holes,  having 
a  little  "social"  with  their  neighbours  or  fail- 
friends  after  their  own  fashion,  is  necessary. 
With  a  light  in  one  hand,  in  which  also  a  tin  has 
to  be  carried  for  holding  the  baits,  and  the  other 
hand  free  to  do  the  snatching,  one  creeps  up  with 
as  light  a  step  as  possible,  and  makes  a  dab  here 
and  a  dab  there  as  he  finds  the  baits  suitable. 
The  small  lobs  are  the  better  sizes  for  finnock,  the 
larger  lobs  for  salmon  and  grilse,  when  one  cares 
to  try  a  worm  down  the  salmon  pool. 

The  stable  courtyard  or  a  gravel  walk  is  a  fine 
place  for  picking  lobs,  and  they  are  usually 
brighter  and  fatter  than  the  ones  got  upon  black 
soil.  The  brandling  is,  of  course,  as  dainty  a  lure 
for  finnock  or  sea  trout  as  it  is  for  yellow  trout ; 
but  they  are  not  always  to  be  got. 

There  is  a  worm  called  the  dock  grub,  got  at 
the  roots  of  the  dock  leaf,  and  more  particularly 
where  the  dock  is  growing  among  loose  stones. 
Pulling  up  the  dock,  the  worm  or  grub  is  found  in 
the  root,  and  is  also  one  of  the  best  baits  that  can 
be  used  for  yellow  trout.  It  is  stiff  work  some- 
times getting  these  dock  worms,  but,  when 
nothing  else  will  work  the  oracle  in  the  small 
clear  waters  of  July,  an  hour  or  two  spent  hunt- 
ing for  dock  worms  fully  repays  all  the  trouble. 

There  is  a  bait  used  on  the  Dee  tidal,  chiefly  by 
night  fishers  and  working  men,  worthy  of  being 
at  least  mentioned,  as  showing  the  variety  of  diet 
salmo  trutta  is  capable  of  being  treated  to 
Haddoch  liver  is  constantly  in  use  all  along  the 
embankment  of  the  Dee,  and  both  finnock  and 
sea  trout— the  latter  up  to  21b.— are  got  plenti 
fully  when  they  are  about. 

"We  know  several  of  this  pot-hunting  fraternity 
who  have  had  401b.  of  trout  with  the  lob  and 
haddock  liver  combined,  and  that  for  at  least  every 
alternate  week  all  the  season  through.  They 
could  afford  a  cab  every  morning,  and,  in  fact, 
needed  it,  to  convey  the  spoil  to  market.  One  of 
the  most  expert  hands  at  making  these  early 
morning  baskets  used  to  change  his  waders  in  the 
cab,  step  out  at  his  office  door  as  he  passedit, 
while  cabby  drove  down  to  the  fishmongers  with 
the  basket  of  301b.  or  401b.  of  finnock.  He  drew  a 
nice  tidy  cheque  now  and  again,  which  in  a  very 
few  weeks  once  amounted  to  £15.  Happily,  there 
are  comparatively  few  of  this  class,  most  of  the 
tidal  anglers  being  sportsmen  in  every  sense  of 
the  word,  and  boon  companions  to  boot.  There 
are  about  from  four  to  six  hours'  fishing  with 
every  tide.  But,  as  the  tides  vary,  there  is  really 
only  about  eight  or  ten  days'  tidal  fishing  to  be 
had  in  the  month,  without  getting  about  too  early 
or  remaining  out  too  late.  The  tidal  angler  begins 
work  three  hours  before  dead  low  water,  and  works 
out  the  tide,  working  in  again  for  three  hours 
of  the  flow. 

The  fly  is  the  chief  lure  in  the  early  part  of  the 
season  for  finnock,  but  later  on  the  tube  and 
Devon  have  to  be  resorted  to.  The  usual  list  of 
sea  trout  flies  is  drawn  upon  for  finnock  of 
the  smallest  sizes.  The  finnock  mends  rapidly,  and 


in  the  early  spring  forms  a  mixed  crowd  of  clean 
fresh  run  fish  and  kelts  all  muddled  up  together, 
which  deceives  many  a  good  angler,  and  has  led 
to  interminable  disputes.  There  is  no  mistaking 
the  true  fresh  run  finnock  or  sea  trout  alongside 
the  kelt  of  the  same  order ;  but  for  all  that  we 
see  them  even  in  the  fishmongers'  windows,  and 
they  usually  fetch  from  Is.  6d.  to  Is.  8d.  per  lb., 
and  2s.  6d.  on  the  Paris  market— the  French 
being  specially  fond  of  them,  either  kelt  or  clean, 
but  of  course  always  with  the  most  glowing 
certificate  as  to  their  seasonableness. 

The  sea  trout  is  a  bit  of  an  enigma,  especially 
on  the  inland  waters.  A  fine  day  is  of  no  use  for 
searching  for  sea  trout.  In  the  very  teeth  of  a 
gale,  when  it  is  scarcely  possible  to  bold  the  line 
in  the  water  for  two  seconds  on  end,  is  the  chance 
for  securing  a  basket-of  sea  trout,  and  what  a  fine 
show  a  few  2-pounders  make.  A  spate  is  another 
chance  for  a  go  at  this  fine  game;  but,  as 
he  bolts  the  worm,  and  as  the  cast  is  usually 
capable  of  landing  the  proverbial  whale,  he  gets 
little  law,  and  nolens  volens  is  dragged  ashore  and 
creeled  after  the  most  matter  of  fact  manner 
possible. 

They  go  in  shoals,  and  how  tantalising  it  is  to 
actually  see  these  fine  fish  in  layers,  covering  the 
bottom  of  the  pool,  so  that  it  is  literally  black 
with  their  plump,  dark  shoulders  huddled  together, 
and  not  a  rise  to  be  got  to  the  daintiest  of  flies  or 
the  most  cunning  of  lure,  however  well  put.  No, 
no ;  there  is  no  use  trying  sea  trout  against  their 
humour;  but  when  they  do  take  the  fly,  they 
come  at  it  with  a  vengeance,  and,  before  yielding, 
seem  determined  to  have  their  pound  of  flesh  out 
of  the  angler  for  having  been  so  ruthlessly 
deceived  after  all  their  display  of  native  cunning. 

G.  M. 


MR,  ANDREW    LANG-  AND  Q.E.D. 


In  the  June  number  of  Longman's  Magazine 
Mr.  Andrew  Lang  says : 

"  "Why  are  water  flies  almost  extinct  ?  Except 
May  Fly,  I  have  not  seen  more  than  two  good 
rises  for  many  years.  The  editor  made  use  of 
one  of  them,  and  a  flock  of  callow  yellow  duck- 
lings of  the  other.  Mr.  Marston,  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  has  a  hypothesis.  Trout  have  been  put 
off  the  fly  by  our  dry  fly  imitations.  Also  small 
trout,  when  hooked  and  returned,  have  their  air 
bladders  burst  by  rough  handling.  They  cannot 
rise  to  fly,  but  feed  on  the  nascent  undeveloped 
insect  as  he  floats  up  to  the  surface.  Other  trout, 
afraid  of  taking  a  dry  fly  with  a  hook  in  him, 
feed  on  the  undeveloped  fly.  Eels  are  not  caught 
in  England  as  of  old;  our  eels  are  'made  in 
Germany,'  cheap.  So  our  eels  also  kill  the  un- 
developed fly.  So  the  fly  does  not  develop; 
Q.E.D. 

"  But,  when  flies  are  on  the  water,  trout  take 
them  as  keenly  as  ever.  I  do  not  believe  that 
they  remember  much  about  our  fraudulent  dry 
flies.  I  have  several  times  seen  trout  go  on 
feeding  after  being  hooked,  even  with  a  hook  in 
their  mouths,  and  this  on  club  water.  As  to  air 
bladders,  we  ought,  in  mere  humanity,  to  handle 
with  all  gentleness  a  fish  which  we  mean  to 
return  to  the  water,  or  a  kelt.  Hold  him  with  his 
head  up-stream,  and  he  soon  recovers  vivacity ;  if 
thrown  in  '  anyhow '  he  may  turn  over  on  his  back 
and  die.  Test  trout,  under  a  pound,  I  always  put 
back ;  they  are  not  very  good  to  eat,  and  a  bore 
to  carry.  The  country  people  are  very  fond  of- 
eel?,  which  no  Scot  will  eat,  and  eel  traps  are 
picturesque  and  useful.  If  a  broken  air  bladder 
makes  eel  like  trout,  those  of  Loch  Awe  suffer 
most  from  the  rupture.  They  are  most  eel-like 
(in  spring),  but  very  strong,  and  very  excellent 
eating.  And  in  Loch  Awe,  as  in  Scotland 
generally,  few  fishera  return  small  fish.  There 
must,  I  think,  be  a  larger  cause  than  Mr.  Marston's 
for  the  lack  of  fly— probably  river  pollution. 
There  used  to  be  May  Fly  on  the  upper  Test ;  now 
there  are  none.  They  can  be  acclimatised,  as 
also  can  grannom,  but  many  anglers  prefer  to  do 
without  them.  On  May  Fly  trout  get  bloated  and 
surfeited,  men  say,  and  afterwards  decline  to  rise 
to  duns.  I  prefer  them  big,  and  May  Fly  makes  big 
trout.  In  some  waters  trout  will  take  the  Alder, 
or  the  March  Brown,  even  when  the  rise  of  May 
Fly  is  on.  As  flies  can  be  acclimatised,  why  not 
do  it?  Mr.  Marston  justly  cautions  us  against 
introducing  breeds  of  trout  that  rise  badly  to  fly, 


such  as  fontinalis  and  rainbow  trout.  It  may  even 
be  an  error  to  bring  in  a  Loch  Leven  strain,  for 
Loch  Leven  is  a  very  peculiar  loch,  with  a  peculiar 
bottom  and  a  special  food  supply.  "Without  these 
its  trout  soon  become  no  better  than  others,  as  I 
know  by  sad  experience.  However,  Mr.  Marston's 
hypothesis  is  ingenious ;  too  educated  trout  kill 
the  fly  which  should  lay  the  golden  eggs.  But 
is  the  trout  really  so  over-educated?  This  I 
doubt,  but  there  is  a  remedy.  Catch  the  larva- 
eating  trout  with  a  sunk  Palmer  tiU  he  is  educated 
out  of  larva  eating." 

THE  MOLE  AND  THE  SWALLOWS. 

Many  years  have  elapsed  since  I  first  made  my 
acquaintance  with  the  river  Mole,  since  which 
time  I  have  fished  it  frequently,  from  the  source 
to  that  part  where  it  enters  the  Thames  at 
Moulsey.  In  the  year  1859  a  party  of  excursionists 
to  the  number  of  250,  of  whom  I  was  one  of  the 
directors,  started  from  a  small  town  in  Surrey  for 
a  day's  pleasure  on  Box  Hill.  All  went  merry  as 
a  marriage  bell  until  the  afternoon  had  fairly 
advanced,  when  a  terrified  messenger  from  the 
town  of  Dorking  ran  into  the  midst  of  a  party  at 
play  with  the  intelligence  that  some  boys  had 
strayed  away  from  our  camp,  that  they  had 
bathed  near  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and  that  one 
ot  them— a  lad  of  fourteen— had  been  drowned 
All  was  consternation  in  a  moment,  the  camp  was 
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Pope  calls  it 

The  sullen  Mole  that  hides  his  diving  flood. 
Thomson  refers  to  it  as 

The  soft  windings  of  the  silent  Mole. 
This  river,  which  was  anciently  called  the 
Emele,  Emlyn,  and  the  Emley  stream,  gives  the 
name  to  the  Hundred  of  Emley  Bridge.  The 
etymology  of  that  name  is  referred  to  the  British 
word  melin  (the  mill),  and  thus  indicates  the 
mill-river;  an  opinion  which  receives  corrobora- 
tion from  the  Domesday  record,  wherein  nearly 
twenty  places  are  recorded  as  possessing  mills, 
which,  from  their  respective  localities,  must  have 
been  situated  either  on  this  stream  or  its 
immediate  auxiliary  branches. 

The  river  Mole  derives  its  origin  from  the 
confluence  of  many  small  streams,  which  descend 
from  the  hills  and  high  grounds  on  the  northern 
borders  of  Sussex,  and  enter  Surrey  at  various 
places  on  its  south  and  south-eastern  confines. 
After  flowing  by  Ifield,  Charlwood,  &c,  severai 
of  these  rivulets  congregate  near  Gatwick,  and 
then  passing  Horley,  the  united  stream 
runs  northward  to  Kinnersley  Bridge.  After 
passing  Betchworth  the  Mole  pursues  a 
meandering  course  around  the  base  of  Box 
Hill,  near  which,  below  Pixham  Mill,  it  is 
joined  by  the  Pipp  Brook  from  the  west. 
In  its  progress  through  the  meadows  between 
Castle  Mill  and  Burford  Bridge,  in  this  part  of 
its  channel,  the  waters  of  the  Mole  first  begin  to 
flow  into  the  numerous  openings  in  the  banks 
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broken  up  and  the  entire  party  descended  the 
hill  as  speedily  as  possible,  only  to  find  that  the 
news  was  indeed  true,  and  that  the  poor  lad's 
body  had  not  been  recovered.  The  drags  were 
resorted  to,  good  swimmers  dived  for  the  body 
while  boats  were  sent  for,  but  all  to  no  purpose 
At  last  someone  suggested  that  the  water  should 
be  let  oft  This  was  done,  and  almost  immediately 
the  lads  body  was  found.  He  had  been  so  long 
in  the  water,  however,  that  life  was  extinct  The 
body  remained  in  the  mortuary  for  a  few  days  An 
inquest  was  held,  when  a  verdict  was  returned  of 

accidentally  drowned."  The  body  of  the  drowned 
lad  was  then  laid  to  rest  in  Dorking  Cemetery 

Although  the  Mole  is  only  an  inconsiderable 
stream,  in  comparison  with  many  other  rivers 
yet  it  is  not  an  inglorious  one,  for.  it  has  been 
noticed  m  the  lays  of  our  most  eminent  poets 
Spenser  Drayton,  Milton,  Pope,  and  Thomson,' 
have  all  mentioned  this  river,  and  that  with 
certain  epithets  which  they  regarded  as '  appro- 
priate to  its  character.  In  his  admirable  episode 
ot  the  marriage  of  the  Thames  4ind  Medway, 
Spenser  has  introduced  this  river  at  the  marriage 
feast  in  the  following  manner : 

And  Mole  that  like  a  mousling  mole,  doth  make 
Hw  way  still  underground,  till  Thames  h3  o Vtake. 
Milton  characterises  this  river  as 

The  sullen  Mole  that  runneth  underneath. 


and  bed  of  the  river,  called  the  Swallows,  which 
we  here  describe.    "  The  Mole,"  says  Camden, 
coming  to  White  Hill  (Box  Hill),  hides  itself 
or  is  swallowed  up,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill 
there   and  for  that  reason  the  place  is  called 
the    Swallow  ;    but  almost  two  miles  below  it 
bubbles  up  and  rises  again,  so  that  the  inhabitants 
of  this  tract,  no  less  than  the  Spaniards,  may 
boast  of  havmg  a  bridge  that  feeds  several  flocks 
of  sheep.    The  Mole,  however,  has  a  distinct 
channel  in  every  part  of  its  course,  although  its 
bed,  to  a  considerable  extent,  is  left  dry  durine 
the  summer  months  by  the  operation  of  the 
bwallows     These  apertures  occur  in  numerous 
places  along  the  banks  and  bed  of  the  river 
between  Castle  Mill  and  Mickleham,  but  they  are 
scarcely  to  be  found  elsewhere.   It  frequently 
happens  that  when  the  current  is  high  the 
Swallows  in  the  upper  part  of  the  stream  get  sur- 
charged, and  are  then  lost  to  the  sight  by  the 
water  flowing  over  them,  although  the  quantity 
which  they  engulph  is  very  great.    In  the  winter 
season  when  the  waters  flow  in  a  full  stream,  the 
open  channel  becomes  a  continuous  river ;  but  at 
other  times,  when  the  river  is  low  and  the  gullies 
are  again  in  operation,  the  water  is  drained  off  by 
the   receiving  apertures  until   it  wholly  dis- 
appears, and  this  happens  at  different  parts  of 
its  course,  according  as  the  stream  is  more  or  less 
copious.   There  are  said  to  be  three  swallow- 


holes  between  the  Castle  Mill  and  a  place  called 
the (Shingles,  under  Box  Hill,  yet  these  can  be 
seldom  seen  in  action,  as  the  Mole,  in  this  part  of 
its  course  generally  flows  over  them  in  a  brisk 
current.    But  there  is  a  channel  or  gutter  in 
the    bank,  somewhat    lower    down,  communi- 
cating with  a  large  oval-shaped  pool,  or  Swallow, 
within  which  are   several   crevices,  and  into 
these  the  water  pours  with  great  rapidity.  There 
is    another    but     smaller    Swallow    on  the 
opposite   side,  directly  under  the  palings  of 
Burford  Lodge,  and  just  beyond  the  "  Stepping 
Stones.     In  the  grounds  of  Burford  Lodge  there 
are  several  large  and  deep  hollows,  like  basins, 
which  are  reputed  to  have  sunk,  in  former  times, 
through  the  cavernous  nature  of  the  subsoil.  In 
two  of  these,  called  the  "hold  waters,"  when  the 
Mole  is  swollen  by  the  floods  of  winter,  the  water 
uses  by  a  kind  of  upward  percolation,  and  is 
retained  until  the  stream  subsides.   But  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  places  on  the  Mole  is  some 
distance  lower  down.    Here,  in  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  river,  are  two  large  pits,  or  pools,  in  which 
are  many  Swallows ;  and  these  may  almost  con- 
stantly be  seen  in  operation  by  descending  to 
the  brink  of  the  stream.    The  outer  pool  is  about 
46ft.  m  length,  by  20ft.  in  breadth,  and  the  inner 
one  is  about  36ft.  by  18ft.,  and  the  communication 
between  them  is  formed  by  a  small  irregular 
channel  about  25ft.  long.   Within  and  around 
the  area  of  both  pools  are  numerous  crevices  of 
variable  size,  down  which  the  water  rushes  as 
through  the  holes  of  a  sink  or  colander,  and  in 
some  places  it  may  be  distinctly  heard  in  its 
transit  to  the  gullies  beneath.    From  calculations 
made,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  when  both  are 
m  action  ninety-five  gallons  of  water  are  en- 
gulphed  every  second.    Lower,  down  the  river 
several  large  Swallows  may  be  discovered  below 
the  banks,  on  the  Norbury  Park  side,  and  in 
some  places  the  banks  have  been  washed  away, 
and  the  trees  partly  uprooted  by  their  action. 
.Near  the  turn  of  the  river,  as  it  flows  east- 
ward towards  Mickleham,  in  a  reach  of  water 
about  half  a  mile  in  length,  is  a  large  aperture, 
which  is  partly  stopped  up  by  the  branches  of 
a  fallen  tree;  here,  after  a  sudden  flush,  the 
remarkable  effect  may  be  witnessed  of  a  river 
flowing  backward— the  stream,  as  it  were,  return- 
ing gently  upon  itself  by  the  suction  of  the 
bwallow-hole  until  the  water  has  sunk  to  its 
former  level.    In  respect  to  what  has  been  said 
on  the  absorption  of  the  Mole,  it  must  be  noted 
that  its  waters  are  not  absorbed,  as  through  a 
falter  or  by  a  spongy  soil,  but  they  actually  run 
into  the  gully-like  apertures  which  convey  them 
underground.   In  fact,  the  Swallows  are  nothing 
more  than  guUies,  which  lead  to  the  fissures  and 
channels  m  the  chalk  rock  beneath.   In  con- 
nection with  the  Swallow-holes,  we  may  here 
notice  the  outbursts  of  water  on  the  surface, 
which,  m  some  localities  in  Surrey,  are  very 
remarkable.   A  beautiful  stream  of  this  kind 
occurs  near  Lewes,  in  Sussex,  while  in  Surrey 
outbursts  of  water  from  the  chalk  occur  at 
1  arnham,  Croydon,  and  Epsom.   At  the  present 
time,  at  the  last  mentioned  town,  the  Earth- 
bourne,  as  it  is  called,  is  "  up,"  and  a  large  pond 
may  be  seen  between  the  Heathcote  and  Worple 
roads,  while  smaller  pools  and  streams  may  be 
™,  ™  the  vicinity  of  Church-street.  The 
Earthbourne  is  popularly  supposed  to  appear 
every  seven  years,  and    generally  flows  from 
February  to  June,  when  it  begins  to  subside. 
Alter  leaving  Dorking,  the  Mole  passes  Leather- 
head,  Fetcham,  Slyfield,  Stoke  D'Abernon,  and 
Cobham,  finally  flowing  into  the  Thames  at 
Moulsey.   As  regards  sport  in  the  Mole,  coarse 
nsh  are  very  abundant,  and  they  run  very  large 
especially  the  dace,  many  of  which  we  have 
caught  above  lib.  in  weight.    Trout  are  very 
numerous  from  Dorking  to  Cobham,  and  the 
speckled  beauties  almost  rival  in  size  and  gameness 
even  the  proverbial  Thames  trout.    We  ourselves 
have  taken  them  up  to  61b.,  while  one  that  we 
saw  taken  by  an  angling  chum  went  71b.,  when 
very  much  out  of  condition.    The  Mole  is  a 
difficult  river  to  fish,  but  when  you  know  it  sport 
may  almost  always  be  obtained.    The  Pipp 
Brook,  which  joins  the  Mole  at  Dorking,  contains 
excellent  trout,  and  the  fishing  at  the  various 
mills  which  are  worked  by  the  brook  is  the  best 
that  we  know  of  in  Surrey  for  roach,  carp, 
trout,  &c.    While  roach  fishing  during  the  past 
season,  we  caught  861b.  in  three  days,  and  took  a 
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splendid  trout  of  21b.  15oz.  upon  the  roach  tackle. 
The  photograph  was  taken  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Taylor, 
of  Chelsea,  and  is  of  a  spot  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Dodge,  of  Fetcham.  Straw  Hat. 


THE  CERES  REMINDER  AND  TABLE 
CLEARER. 


Yet  another  time-saving  appliance  from  the 
Ceres  Depot,  16,  Brook-street,  W.  Mr.  Vernon 
has  sent  us  this  latest  emanation  from  his  fertile 
brain,  and  cex*tainly  it  seems  to  us  the  most 
practical  thing  we  have  seen  for  a  long  time.  It 
consists  of  a  neat  cloth-covered  box,  which  takes 
but  little  room  (12in.  by  7in.)  on  a  table,  and  is 
intended  for  current  letters  and  papers  of  all 
kinds,  and  to  do  away  with  letter  weights,  clips, 
and  baskets.  When  the  lid  is  lifted  the  front 
falls  down  and  discloses  a  set  of  dividing  guides 
with  movable  card  headings,  on  which  theuser  can 
write  what  he  pleases,  and  alter  according  to 
varying  needs.  A  private  individual,  say  a  lady, 
would  adopt  some  such  classifications  as  "Un- 
answered," "House,"  "Servants,"  "  Unpaid  Bills," 
I  Paid  Bills,"  "  Price  Lists,"  "  Recipes,"  *  To  be 
Looked  Through,"  &c. ;  whilst  a  business  man,  an 
editor,  for  instance,  would  probably  iise  "  Proofs 
Out,"  "  Proofs  to  Read,"  "  To  Printers,"  "  For 
Notice,"  "  Accounts  to  be  Examined,"  "  Corre- 
spondence," "  Articles,"  "  To  be  Filed,"  &c. 


The  fall- down  front,  with  its  washable  tablet, 
■uled  in  thirty-one  spaces  for  the  days  of  a  month, 
nakes  a  capital  engagement  recorder,  always  in 
itu.  It  is  a  thoroughly  happy  idea,  and  we  have 
Iready  found  it  an  aid  to  clearing  one's  table  of 
iterary  litter.  The  price,  too  (10s.  6d.),  is 
listinctly  moderate,  so  we  predict  for  it  a  rapid 
ale. 


iNGLING  EXCURSIONS  IN  FRANCE 
AND  BELGIUM  * 
(Continued  from  'page.  376.)  . 

By  Palmer  Hackle,  Esq. 

THE  PAS  DE  CALAIS. 
Calais. 

The  history  of  Calais  is  pretty  well  known  to 
lost  English  readers.  It  is  not  recognised  in 
istorical  works  until  the  ninth  century.  In  1224, 
'hilip  of  France  raised  a  wall  round  the  town, 
lanked  with  small  towers  and  girdled  with  fosses, 
k.  great  portion  of  this  wall  is  still  strong  and 
inimpaired,  and  is,  to  all  appearance,  as  firm  and 
ompact  as  in  the  first  year  of  its  erection.  The 
own  was  taken  by  Edward  III.  of  England,  and 
emained  for  more  than  two  centuries  in  her 

*  These  extracts  are  from  a  scarce  book,  and  will  be 
aeful  to  anglers  visiting  the  places  mentioned.  We  shall 
e  glad  to  have  any  more  recent  information  from  those 
'ho  can  supply  it. — Ed, 


possession.  Under  the  Duke  of  Guise,  in  the 
reign  of  our  own  Mary,  France  again  obtained 
the  fortress,  and  has  kept  possession  ever  since. 
Calais  claims  to  be  the  birthplace  of  several  dis- 
tinguished men,  amongst  whom  may  be  mentioned 
De  la  Place,  Pigault-Lebrun  Re'al,  the  painter, 
Francia,  the  traveller,  Mollieu,  &c. 

At  Calais,  ti'olling  for  pike  in  the  canals,  which 
meet  near  and  under  its  walls,  is  practised  very 
commonly  with  good  success  by  the  English, 
particularly  by  the  artisans  who  are  residents  in 
the  suburbs  of  the  town.  These  fish  are  to  be 
found  in  great  numbers  in  the  neighbourhood,  the 
waters  being  fed  by  the  marais ;  and  from  the 
Pont  Sanspareil — a  very  curious  structure,  and 
well  worth  a  special  visit — to  the  harbour  at 
Calais,  the  angler  will  meet  with  no  interruption 
to  his  amusements ;  at  least,  no  obstacle  to  it 
existed  in  the  autumn  of  1844. 

Excellent  fish  are  sometimes,  caught  in  these 
waters  averaging  from  121b.  to  181b.  weight. 
On  New  Tear's  Day,  1843,  a  friend  of  ours  took 
nine,  and  none  of  them  were  less*  than  81b.  each. 
Besides  the  waters  of  the  canal,  there  are  other 
small  drains  leading  into  them,  which  are  well 
stocked  with  fish,  but  which  are  occasionally 
preserved.  If,  however,  a  polite  application  be 
made  to  the  proprietors  it  will  seldom  experience 
a  refusal.  All  the  long  resident  anglers  at  Calais 
affirm  that  the  pike  fishing  has  greatly  deteriorated 
within  the  last  fifteen  years.  Previous  to  this 
period,  the  canal  for  a  considerable  distance  was 
taken  by  an  English  and  a  French  gentleman, 
who  allowed  all  parties  to  fish  fairly  with  the  rod 
in  every  part  of  their  waters,  but  invariably 
prevented  or  punished  netting  and  such  practices. 
Since  this  protection  has  been  withdrawn  netting 
has  increased  to  a  great  extent ;  and  hence  it  is 
that  those  who  well  remember  the  fulness  of  the 
waters  in  former  times  complain  so  grievously 
now  of  their  present  comparative  barrenness. 

There  are  two  small  trout  streams  within  ten  or 
twelve  miles  of  Calais,  to  which  the  fly  fishers  of 
the  town  occasionally  resort.  These  are,  a  small 
river  which  runs  through  the  village  of  La 
Mecousse ;  and  another  which  flows  by  Marquise. 
Both  abounds  with  good  fish.  We  have  known  as 
many  as  three  dozen  taken  out  of  the  former 
stream  in  an  afternoon  by  two  fly  fishers. 

In  the  fosses  round  the  ramparts  of  Calais 
the  roach  are  very  numerous  and  very  large. 
Bleak  are  remarkably  scarce,  and  all  other  fish 
of  this  description,  such  as  carp,  tench,  bream, 
perch,  &c,  are  less  numerous  than  in  many  other 
waters  of  the  department. 

Although  the  pike  fishing,  as  we  have  intimated, 
is  very  good  here,  there  are  few  inducements  to 
detain  the  angler  in  this  vicinity.  The  sport  will 
afford  him  very  little  variety ;  and  as  so  much  good 
water  is  before  him,  we  recommend  him  to  waste 
as  little  time  here  as  he  conveniently  can.  A  day 
or  two  will  be  sufficient  to  convince  him  of  this  ; 
and,  as  the  place  possesses  few  other  attractions  at 
all  worth  his  attention,  he  will  have  the  less 
reason  to  regret  the  shortness  of  his  sojourn. 

Boulogne. 

The  river  Lianne  will  afford  the  angler  pretty 
good  sport.  It  runs  into  the  sea  at  Capecure,  a 
suburban  village  of  Boulogne.  It  is  not  fishable 
until  you  get  three  or  four  miles  above  the  town, 
where  trout  become  numerous,  and  can  be  easily 
taken  with  the  fly.  The  French  principally  fish 
with  minnow  in  this  river ;  but  the  majority  of 
the  English  anglers  use  the  fly. 

The  best  mode  of  fishing  this  river  is  to  go  to 
Selle,  a  village  about  an  hour's  walk  from 
Eccoenilles,  a  posting  station  on  the  main  road 
between  Boulogne  and  St.  Omer,  and  then 
descend  the  river,  and  work  all  its  tributary 
streams,  which  abound  more  or  less  with  trout  of 
an  excellent  quality  and  fair  size. 

The  best  flies  are  the  May  Fly,  the  Red  Palmer 
(ribbed  with  gold  twist),  the  Black  Gnat,  and  the 
Vermillion  Palmer.  In  July,  the  black  body  and 
yellow  drake  wing  is  a  killing  fly. 

The  length  of  the  Lianne,  from  its  source  near 
Lottinghen  to  Boulogne,  is  about  twenty  miles. 
The  following  are  the  principal  villages  on  its 
banks,  where  the  angler  will  find  good  accommo- 
dation :  Bournonville,  Wirwignes,  Questrecques, 
Hesaigneul,  and  Isque. 

This  modern  fashionable  watering-place  (Bou- 
logne), so  crowded  with  English  as  to 
wear  the  appearance  of  an  English  town,  was 


well  known  to  the  ancients  under  the  name 
of  Gesoriacum,  and  was,  at  this  period,  a 
small  town  or  fortress  in  possession  of  Morini. 
In  the  year  50  a.c,  Pedius,  the  father  of 
Julius  Caesar,  constructed  on  a  hill  or  mound 
opposite  Gesoriacum  a  city  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  Bononia.  This  was  the  port  from  which 
Caesar  is  supposed  by  some  to  have  started  on  his 
expedition  for  the  conquest  of  Britain.  In  the 
year  882  Boulogne  was  besieged  by  the  Normans, 
and  was  captured  after  a  long  and  desperate 
resistance.  The  inhabitants  were  all  put  to  the 
sword,  its  houses  destroyed  by  fire,  and  all  its 
walls  and  defences  completely  overthrown.  In 
1347  our  own  Edward  III.  attempted  to  reduce 
the  town,  but  his  attack  proved  unsuccessful.  At 
a  later  period,  Henry  VIII.,  in  six  weeks,  and 
after  eight  desperate  assaults,  got  possession  of 
the  town ;  and  it  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
English  until  the  year  1550,  when  it  was  redeemed 
by  the  French  for  the  sum  of  400,000  crowns. 

Everybody  nowadays  is  familiar  with  Boulogne, 
but  it  may  be  as  well  to  inform  the  young  angler 
that  it  contains  a  public  library  and  a  museum, 
both  of  which  are  well  worth  his  attentive  notice. 
(To  be  continued.) 


A  FEW  "FISHY"  INCIDENTS. 


By  W.  Gaskell. 

Those  of  your  readers  who  for  a  change  of 
holiday  would  like  something  quiet,  reasonable  in 
price,  restful,  and  thoroughly  healthful,  should  pay 
Chapel  St.  Leonards  a  month's  visit  in  summer  or 
autumn.  This  charming  little  hamlet  is  some 
three  miles  further  north  than  Ingoldmells  Point 
on  the  Lincolnshire  coast,  about  midway  between 
Skegness  and  Sutton-on-Sea.  It  is  about  an  . 
hour's  drive  from  the  former,  and  rather  more 
from  the  latter  on  account  of  the  sinuous  course 
taken  by  the  road.  The  houses,  in  Chapel  are 
remarkably  scattered,  it  being  next  to  impossible 
to  find  half  a  dozen  clustered  together. 

As  indicated  by  some  of  the  oldest  dwellings, 
Chapel  must  have  been  in  byegone  days  the  abode 
of  a  few  poor  fisherman,  who  from  time  to  time 
snatched  sufficient  drift  material  from  the  sea, 
wherewith  to  erect  the  "  home,  sweet  home."  One 
such  dwelling  as  this  looks  out  on  the  north  road, 
and  I  should  say  has  no  rival  in  the  world  in  one 
prominent  part  of  its  architectural  structures,  viz., 
its  front  door.  This  has  without  doubt  once  done 
duty  as  a  seat  in  an  ordinary  earth  closet,  now  it 
hangs  in  the  front  doorway  of  this  roadside 
modest  dwelling,  painted  green,  and  the  circular 
holes  being  glazed  are  still  doing  double  duty. 
The  modem  houses  are,  as  a  rule,  well  built  and 
convenient.  The  villas  erected  on  the  old  Roman 
bank  get  an  excellent  view  of  the  sea  and  its 
shipping.  Most  of  these  are  let  to  visitors  in  the 
season,  and  it  is  necessary  in  all  cases  to  make 
early  application  to  secure  a  furnished  house  or 
rooms.  The  hotel  accommodation  is  much  behind 
the  times.  The  one  licensed  house,  known  as  the 
Vine,  stands  conveniently  as  regards  its  proximity 
to  the  sea  and  its  approach  from  the  main  roads, 
but  its  appearance  is  unpretentious  and  lacks 
internal  appointments ;  it  could,  however,  be  easily 
brought  up  to  date,  and  rendered  more  comfortable, 
if  a  few  hundreds  were  spent  upon  it.  The  other 
"  public,"  the  Ship,  is  only  a  beer-house,  and  is  a 
good  twenty  minutes'  stretch  from  the  "  briny." 
I  should  say  the  number  of  native  residents  is 
somewhere  between  150  and  200.  It  is  a  coast- 
guard as  well  as  a  lifeboat  station.  The  chief 
officer  of  the  former  and  his  men  are  exceedingly 
civil  and  obliging  to  visitors,  and  add  greatly  to 
the  comfort  of  the  place. 

The  sea  forms  a  small  bay  here,  and  as  the 
sands  are  always  hard  and  firm  (almost  an 
exception  on  this  coast,  with  many  niudbanks  and 
shifting  sands),  they  afford  exceedingly  good  sea 
bathing.  There  are  no  bathing  vans,  but  tents  of 
all  shapes,  colours,  and  sizes  do  duty  in  their 
stead.  A  couple  of  small  sailing  boats  belong  to  - 
the  place,  as  well  as  several  rowing  boats.  The 
sea  has  ro  deceptive  currents  to  endanger  a 
swimmer,  though  at  times  the  tide  runs  strongly. 

As  regards  the  inland  sceneiy,  it  is  very  good 
for  this  usually  flat  county.  The  land  undulates 
considerably,  and  a  fail-  number  of  trees  dot  the 
hedges  which  line  the  roadways,  while  "  clumps  " 
of  them  surround  and  protect  the  farmsteads  and 
cottages.   I  would  advise  those  who  cycle  to  take 
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immense  selection. 

SPLENDID  STOCK. 


THE  *'  DEVONSHIRE  " 
COMBINATION  WADERS. 

Speciality— 
Durability  combined  with  cheap- 
ness.  31/6  per  pair 


THE  "HAMPSHIRE" 
COMBINATION 
WADERS. 

Speciality — Lightness. 
50/-  per  pair. 


M*  Pennell  s Rec2 
Over-Knee.  Wade*. 

52/8  per  pair. 
These  Waders  are 
highly 
recommended 
in  the 
Badminton  Librar 
of  Sport. 


Fkaser  Sandeman,  Esq.,  writes : 
"  They  are  the  best  I  ever  had,  and 
the  metal  fastenings  are  a  great 
improvement,  while  the  tongue 
being  sewn  all  round  is 
decided  advantage." 


H.  S.  H.,  Esq., Bristol,  writes: 
"  I  And  the  Brogues  I  had  from: 
yon  two  seasons  ago  much  the 
BEST  I  EVER  HAD,  and  they 
seem  to  stand  ANY  AMOUNT 
OF  WEAR  AND  TEAR." 


ANDERSONS'  GOLD  MEDAL  WADING  TROUSERS, 

35/-,  38/6,  and  45/-  per  Pair.      Cheaper  Qualities,  21/6  and  31/6. 


LEATHER  AND  CANVAS  BROGUES. 


ANDERSONS'   FISHING  BROGUES. 

Rubber,  low,  9/-;  high,  11/.;  with  Leather  Soles  and  Heels,  14/9  and  16/6. 
 Leather  and  Canvas  High  Brogues,  21/-,  24/6,  27/6. 


ANDERSONS'  "GUINEA"  Waterproof 

FISHING  JACKET. 

33in.  and  36in.  long. 

21-. 

Less  5  per  cent,  dis- 
count for  cash. 

This  Jacket  is  a 
Marvel  of  Cheap- 
ness. 

It  is  light  and 
well  ventilated,  and 
can  be  shortened 
I  into  a  semi-jacket 
I  for  deep  wading-. 
Being  made  of 
double  texture  (i.e., 
rubber  between 
two   cloths)  it  is 
strong  and  durable. 


HIGH  RUBBER  BB0G0ES. 


FOLDING  WATERPROOF  FISHIKG  SEATS. 


1/6 


14in.  x  loin.  F0LDEO 

FOR 

each 


16in.  x  12in. 
2/- 
each. 


Seethe 
■  Field," 
April  3,  96. 


REPAIRING  OUTFiT  for  MENDING  WADERS. 

No  angler  should  be  without  it. 
Price,  3/-'.      Post  free,  3/3. 


f ANOLRS0N.ANDERSON&ANDERS0N. 
37QUEENVICT0RIA  SI  LONDON,  E.C. 

DIRECTIONS  FOR  PEPAIRINC  WADERS  , 

Khintsasjothe  treatment  or WMCRiia^otuLsi 


ANDERSONS'    Celebrated  IMPROVED 

"  Buckland » 
j  FISHING 

AND 

SHOOTING 
j  JACKETS. 

34m.  and  37in.  long.  To 
fit  all  chests. 


Less  6  per  cent,  discount 
for  cash. 

LIGHT. 

DURABLE. 

\  PRACTICAL  IN 

EVERY  DETAIL. 

\  Anglers  are  constantly 
praising  this  garment, 
■  so  highly  commended 
by  the  Field. 


,  AM>1.».ON»>  I-"-' 


.O0K- 


NOTE 
ADDRESS 


ANDERSON,  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd., 

THE  ANGLERS'  WATERPROOFERS, 

37,  QUEEN  VICTORIA  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 


June  5,  1897] 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


395 


their  "  bikes  "  to  Chapel,  and  spin  the  country 
round ;  and  the  bottom  fisherman  must  take  his 
rods  and  tackle,  for  here  he  can  get  sport  almost 
from  his  doorstep.  The  "  drains "  emptying 
into  the  sea  contain  a  very  fair  sample  of 
perch,  roach,  bream,  pike,  and  eels  in  quantities, 
but  small.  In  addition,  there  are  several 
ponds  in  the  place  and  neighbourhood  where 
good  fishing  can  be  got  for  the  asking, 
especially  those  at  Hagsthorpe.  In  the  summer 
of  '92  my  boys  and  I  had  some  fine  catches  of 
roach  in  these  drains,  many  of  the  fish  being  well 
over  fib.,  while,  in  the  brackish  water  near  the 
sluice  gates,  I  got  several  large  sea  perch.  It 
was  in  connection  with  this  particular  fishing  that 
a  strange  event  took  place.  I  had  the  lads  with 
me,  and  we  were  doing  fairly  well,  when  Mrs.  G. 
and  the  baby  (a  boy  some  five  years  old)  joined 
us.  "We  found  Edwin  a  rod  and  line,  and  initiated 
him  in  the  art  (with  the  rod  that  does  not  spoil 
the  child).  "We  fished  on  some  time,  and  most  of 
the  rods  got  knocks  but  Edwin's.  So  while  his 
attention  was  distracted  I  took  out  his  fine  and 
quietly  slipped  on  his  hook  a  very  small  eel,  threw 
it  into  the  water,  and  locked  the  line  on  the  reel. 
After  a  second  or  two  his  brothers  called  out : 
"Pull  out,  Edwin;  you've  got  a  fish  on  your 
hook ! "  The  little  chap  at  once  picked  up  his 
rod  to  obey  orders,  but  instead  of  whipping  out 
the  little  wriggler  I  had  impaled  on  his  hook  he 
could  not  stir  the  thing,  and  the  tugs  at  the  line 
and  the  commotion  in  water  looked  as  if  the  odds 
were  going  against  baby.  So,  on  going  to  the 
rescue,  I  helped  him  to  pull  out  a  sea  perch  of 
over  a  pound  weight  that  had  seized  the  small 
eel.  The  little  "farce"  that  we  improvised  so 
frivolously  might  have  turned  out  a  tragedy — and 
did  not  also  the  special  providence  which  guards 
children  from  imposition  kindly  intervene  ? 

I  may  here  again  refer  to  sport  with  the  gun. 
At  the  time  I  speak  of  rabbits  were  very  plentiful 
on  the  free  banks,  and  by  getting  up  early  in  the 
morning  or  sitting  out  for  them  in  the  evening  I 
could  always  oblige  a  friend,  as  well  as  see  to  the 
ot  at  home.  In  those  days  a  local  celebrity, 
ohn  Raithby,  was  alive.  In  early  life  he  had 
started  well,  having  had  a  good  education,  of  good 
connections,  and  so  passed  into  the  Civil  Service 
as  exciseman.  He  held  this  post  for  many  years, 
and  gained  promotion,  but  ultimately  gave  way 
to  intemperance,  and  lost  all.  Being  a  native 
of  the  fens,  he  and  his  excellent  wife  became 
tenants  of  a  nice  house  in  Chapel  and  took  in 
visitors.  Poor  "old  John"  was  a  figure  head  of 
the  place  for  many  years.  He  was  a  fine  built 
man,  stood  some  6ft.  2in.  or  3in.,  sociable  to  a 
degree,  and  the  yarns  he  could  spin  were  most 
entertaining,  always  beginning  with  the  set  phrase, 
"Now,  look  yere  now."  He  was  a  grand  old 
sportsman,  and  I  should  say  there  was  scarcely  a 
day  of  his  latter  life  that  was  not  spent  on  the 
sea  banks  with  his  dog  and  gun,  and  many  are  the 
happy  hours  we've  had  together  "  snapping  "  the 
"  bunnies,"  His  name  is  still  a  household  word  in 
the  place,  and  the  tricks  he  played  his  wife  to 
stave  off  the  "  curtain  lecture  "  on  reaching  home 
when  in  his  cups  are  still  retailed  with  humour. 
Before  quitting  tbis  part  of  my  subject  I  might 
remark  that  sea  fishing  may  be  had  by  visitors 
staying  at  Sutton-on-Sea  and  Mablethorpe.  In 
season,  on  the  off  days,  a  boat  and  two  men  can 
be  hired  for  the  day  for  about  16s.,  and  if  a  party 
of  eight  joins  the  expense  is  very  little.  The  boat 
will  trawl  on  its  way  out  and  in,  and  in  this  way 
large  takes  of  sole  often  occur.  I  always  made 
for  Saltfieet  Sands,  about  three  hours'  sail  with  a 
bad  wind,  and  if  with  a  good  one,  about  one. 
These  sands  when  the  tide  is  out  are  some 
thousands  of  acres  in  extent,  and  are  frequented 
by  sea-fowl  in  myriads.  Late  on  in  the  season 
I  have  had  excellent  sport  here  with  the  gun 
amongst  widgeon,  teal,  snipe,  and  duck.  The 
sands  also  contain  several  good  cockle  beds,  which 
will  repay  a  visit  by  those  who  are  fond  of  cockle 
soup.  Those  parts  of  the  sands  lying  near  the 
sea  banks,  and  seldom  covered  with  saltwater,  are 
green  with  beds  of  samphire.  Here  are  no  notice 
boards  warning  off  trespassers.  The  visitor  can 
fill  his  lungs  with  ozone,  extend  his  arms  without 
fear  of  touching  the  sky,  and  yell  with  all  his 
might ;  in  fact,  he  is  monarch  of  all  he  surveys,  can 
do  what  be  likes,  and  no  one  to  say  him  nay. 

The  village  of  Saltfieet  possesses  a  good  old 
fashioned  hostelry,  called  the  New  Inn,  much 
resorted  to  in  winter  by  those  who  are  after  the 


duck.  There  is  good  fishing  in  the  fresh  water 
drains  here,  but  leave  must  be  obtained.  The 
scenery  all  around  is  extremely  wild  and  enjoyable 
in  summer,  but  very  cold,  bleak,  and  dreary  in 
winter. 

A  party  of  young  sportsmen  wishing  to  spend 
a  cheap  "  camping "  out  holiday  in  the  season 
could  not  select  a  better  pitch.  The  nearest 
station  is  "  Saltfleetby,"  three  miles  from  the 
village,  on  the  Louth  and  Mablethorpe  line. 

My  last  and  concluding  chapter  for  the  nonce 
will  give  a  few  river  side  experiences,  which  may 
recall  to  the  minds  of  your  readers  many  a 
pleasant  hour  that  has  left  its  cherished  mark  on 
memory's  page. 


MAY  FLY  FISHING  PROSPECTS. 


The  following  are  replies  from  correspondents 
who  kindly  answered  queries  we  sent  to  them : 
The  Darenth. 

Dear  Sir,— There  lias  not  been  a  good  rise  of  May  Fly 
on  Darenth  up  to  now,  and  the  trout  have  taken  it  badly. 
They  have  come  short,  bulged  at  the  fly  without  taking, 
and  otherwise  behaved  badly.  This,  of  course,  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  fly  has  not  been  full  on.  Dark  olive  wings 
—or  hackles — with  yellow  bodies  have  proved  the  best 
killing  patterns.  I  have  killed  all  my  fish  on  one  single 
hackled  Gour,  of  Ogden's,  and  it  is  almost  worn  to  a  bare 
bone.  c.  W.  Gedney. 

Darenth  House,  Bromley,  May  31. 

The  Dove,  Dovedale. 

Dear  Sir,— I  expect  the  May  Fly  will  be  up  in  about  a 
week.  I  have  seen  a  few  odd  ones.  Fish  have  risen  well 
for  the  past  week  at  the  Iron  Blue,  Ijthink  good  fishing 
may  be  expected  for  a  week  or  two.  Wm.  Pbince. 

Izaak  Walton  Hotel,  Dovedale,  June  1. 

The  Coln.  . 

Dear  Sir,— May  Fly  was  on  Sunday,  May  23,  in  after- 
noon. Cold  winds  afterwards  checked  somewhat.  Now 
on  well.  Good  sport  yesterday.  Some  big  fish,  241b.  and 
2|lb.,  taken  on  May  Fly_  from  the  Dudgrove  or  lower 
water.  Heavy  rain  last  night  and  warm  air  this  morning 
will  bring  on  host  of  fly.  F.  R.  Busby. 

Bull  Hotel,  Fairford,  June  1  (morning). 

The  Itchen,  Winchester. 

Dear  Sir,— May  Fly  well  up.  Sir  W.  Pearce  did  well 
on  Monday,  below  Twyford;  and  Irvin  Cox,  Esq.,  did 
well  at  Winnal ;  and  so  aid  Messrs.  Corrie  at  Kingsworthy. 
Kinebridge  Sedge  and  the  Spent  Gnat  are  doing  best 
about  Romsey.  G.  Holland. 

June  1.   

Dear  Sir,— One  rod  had  six  and  a  half  brace  on  May  Fly, 
Saturday,  May  30.  Yesterday  three  rods  landed  twenty -five 
brace  good  fish,  and  killed  fifteen  brace.  The  trout  are 
taking  the  fly  a  bit  carefully,  but  not  so  "short"  as 
of  late  seasons.  E.  V.  Corrie. 

Worthy's  Fisheries,  June  14. 

Kennet  and  Lambodrne. 

Dear  Sir,— The  May  Fly  has  been  up  since  last 
Saturday  on  the  Kennet.  On  the  Lambourne  it  was 
really  up  for  the  first  time  on  Tuesday,  June  1.  Few 
rods  have  as  yet  been  out,  but  a  brace  or  two  of  good  trout 
have  been  taken.  Broome  Sinniger. 

Reading,  June  3.  ■ 

Kingsland. 

Telegram  (June  3).— Rivers  in  splendid  order.  May 
Fly  well  up ;  fish  feeding  greedily. — Williams. 

Coln,  Gloucestershire. 

Dear  Sir,— The  Fairford  Park  May  Fly  party  have 
been  having  some  splendid  sport.  The  party  consisted  of 
the  following  rods :  Hon.  L.  Greville,  Col.  Sparkes,  Rhys 
William,  Col.  Porter,  and  Mr.  A.  N.  Hall.  In  three  days 
sixty-seven  fish  were  killed,  all  over  lib.  in  weight.  The 
bectfi6h  weighed  51b.  loz.,  and  three  other  fish  weighed 
over  41b.  Twenty-three  fish  were  caught  in  forty  minutes. 
Several  of  the  3-pounders  were  the  marked  Salmo  levenau 
introduced  into  this  water  by  Col.  Porter  in  1894. 

June  4.  _  pAN> 

BlBURY. 

Dear  Sir,— Mr.  W.  C.  Aldam,  on  the  Swan  water,  at 
Bibury,  amongst  a  creel  of  two  and  a  half  brace,  grassed 
one  brace  weighing  4|lb.  Canon  Golightly  creeled  three 
brace  on  this  water  on  Wednesday.   Sherry  Spinner. 

June  I. 

Ballyshannon. 

Dear  Sir,— The  May  Fly  is  now  up  on  the  loughs  of 
this  neighbourhood,  and  some  good  sport  being  had  on 
Lough  Erne  and  Lough  Melvin.    M.  Rogan  and  Sons. 

Ballyshannon,  June  3.  

TnE  Wye,  Derbyshire. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  delayed  writing,  as  I  could  not  say 
anything  definite  as  regards  the  May  Fly  until  to-day 
(Thursday).  A  few  have  been  seen  on  the  Wye,  and  they 
are  expected  to  be  fully  out  about  the  5th  or  6th. 

The  Peacock,  Rowsley,  June  3.  J.  Cooper, 


THE  LOCHS  AND  EIYERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

[Copyright.] 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guido 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 


No.  70. 
PERTHSHIRE.  ' 

Lochs  of  Perthshire  (continued). 

Loch,  Eun,  in  Strathtay,  is  on  the  estate  of 
Pitcastle,  and  is  preserved  by  the  proprietor,  Mr, 
J.  Guthrie  Lornie,  of  Birnam  and  Pitcastle 
Route :  By  rail  to  Grantully ;  thence  a  mile  or 
two. 

Loch  Pender. — A  very  fine  but  uncertain 
loch,  about  four  miles  from  Amulree,  and  belong 
ing  to  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  who  preserves 
it.  It  is  about  half  a  mile  by  a  quarter,  and  often 
yields  splendid  sport — at  other  times  nothing.  It 
is  rare  to  get  a  trout  under  lib.,  and  in  a  good 
day's  basket  there  should  be  four  or  five  over  31b, 
each.  Large  loch  flies  of  dark  colour  are  best,  and 
J une  and  J uly  are  the  choice  months.  Scenery 
bare  and  wild.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Freuchie, 
which  see. 

Loch  Freuchie,  or  Fraochie,  near  Amulree, 
about  ten  miles  west  from  Dunkeld,  is  a  very 
pretty  loch,  and  used  to  be  a  good  fishing  one.  It 
belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  and  is  free 
to  anglers  residing  at  Amulree  Hotel.  The  inn 
keeper  has  three  or  four  good  boats  on  it,  and  it 
is  much  frequented  by  anglers.  It  used  to  yield 
far  better  sport  than  it  has  done  of  late  years,  the 
reason  being  that  pike  have  overrun  it.  The  inn 
keeper,  however,  has  done  a  great  deal  to  destroy 
them,  and  by  nets  and  set  lines,  especially  the 
latter,  he  has  taken  a  large  number  of  them,  some 
very  heavy.  The  result  is  that  the  trout  fishing 
is  again  improving,  and  promises  to  do  so  to  a 
greater  extent  still.  The  trout  in  Loch  Freuchie 
are  very  lively  little  fellows,  and  an  occasional 
pounder  helps  to  cheer  the  angler.  From  21b.  to 
61b.  is  a  fair  day's  sport,  although  now  and  again 
the  loch's  old  form  may  be  seen  in  much  heavier 
baskets.  Loch  Leven  flies  are  mostly  used,  and 
trolling  with  minnow  does  not  seem  to  be  very 
successful.  Pike  and  perch  are  numerous  in  the 
loch.  The  scenery  is  quiet  and  pastoral,  while 
around  on  all  sides  the  valley  is  closed  in  with 
high  hills.  Near  at  hand  is  the  Sma'  Glen,  a 
splendid  mountain  pass,  through  which  the 
Almond  finds  its  way.  The  river  Braan  flows  out 
of  Loch  Freuchie.  In  the  loch  is  a  little  island 
called  the  Cairn  of  Fraoch,  connected  with  which 
is  a  curious  legend,  which  may  be  found  in  the 
Dean  of  Lismore's  book,  written  more  than  300 
years  ago.  First  route:  By  rail  to  Dunkeld 
thence  hire  ten  miles  to  Amulree  Hotel ;  thence 
walk  or  hire  two  miles.  Second  route  :  By  rail  to 
Perth  ;  thence  hire  to  Amulree,  twenty-one  miles 
— a  lovely  drive.  Third  route :  By  rail  to  Crieff ; 
thence  hire  to  Amulree,  twelve  miles. 

Loch  Garry  is  about  sixteen  miles  north-west  ' 
of  Blair- Athole,  near  the  shooting  lodge  of  Dalna- 
spidal.  It  is  three  miles  long  by  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  broad,  and  contains  lots  of  small  trout,  which 
are,  however,  frequently  shy,  and  often  will  not 
rise  at  all.  They  average  ilb.,  and  from  81b.  to 
101b.  is  a  good  day's  sport.  A  salmon  now  and 
again  finds  its  way  into  the  loch,  but  is  not  to  be 
depended  on  for  sport.  The  loch  belongs  to  the 
Duke  of  Atholl,  and  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart., 
who  let  it  with  shootings.  They  have  each  a  boat 
on  it.  June  is  the  best  month,  but  May  and  July 
are  also  good.  The  river  Shallaan  falls  into  the 
head  of  the  loch,  and  the  Garry  flows  out  of  it. 
"Wild  scenery.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Dalwhinnie ; 
thence  hire  eight  miles.  Some  of  the  trains  on 
the  Highland  Railway  stop  at  Dalnaspidal,  which 
is  within  half  a  mile  of  the  loch. 

Loch  Girre. — A  loch  at  the  head  of  Glen- 
lyon,  near  Loch  Damh,  and  connected  with  it  by 
a  small  stream.  It  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane,  and  is  a  mile  long  and  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  broad  at  its  widest  part.   It  holds  trout  of 
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fair  quality,  of  which  101b.  or  151b.  may  be  killed 
in  a  day.  Flies  with  red  body  and  woodcock 
wing  are  reckoned  best,  and  July  and  August  the 
best  months.  The  loch  is  let  with  shootings. 
Route :  Same  as  Loch  Damh,  which  see. 

Loch  Glassie. — A  small  loch  near  Castle 
Menzies,  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart. 
It  contains  only  pike,  which  average  from  lib.  to 
31b.  From  101b.  to  151b.  may  be  killed  in  a  day 
with  spoon  or  minnow.  The  loch  is  about  a  mile 
long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  is  let  with  shoot- 
ings. The  scenery  is  hilly  and  beautiful,  and 
among  places  of  interest  are  Castle  Menzies,  the 
Birks  of  Aberfeldy,  Falls  of  Moness,  &c.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Aberfeldy ;  thence  by  'bus  to  Weem,  a 
mile ;  thence  walk. 

Loch  Haremyre.— See  Stormont  Loch. 

Loch  Katrine,  one  of  the  best  known  lochs  of 
Scotland,  is  immortalised  by  Sir  Walter  Scott  in 
his  "  Lady  of  the  Lake."  But  fascinating  as  his 
descriptions  are,  they  do  no  more  than  justice  to 
the  original,  which  has  been  touched  by  Nature's 
finger  with  loveliness  of  no  common  kind.  This 
especially  refers  to  the  lower  or  Trossachs  end — 
for  towards  the  west  end  the  shores  are  tame  and 
less  interesting.  There  are  few  scenes  of  natural 
beauty  finer  than  that  which  burst  on  Fitz- James, 
when 

.   .   .    An  airy  point  he  won, 
Where,  gleaming  with  the  setting  gun, 
One  burnished  sheet  of  living  gold, 
Loch  Katrine  lay  beneath  him  rolled, 
Jn  all  her  length  far  winding  lay, 
With  promontory,  creek,  and  bay, 
And  islands  that,  empurpled  bright, 
Floated  amid  the  livelier  light, 
And  mountains  that  like  giants  stand, 
To  sentinel  enchanted  land. 

If  Loch  Katrine  be  a  favourite  with  those  who 
have  merely  an  eye  to  natural  beauty,  it  is  no  less 
a  favourite  with  the  angler.    The  loch  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Duke  of  Montrose,  the  Earl  of 
Ancaster,  and  Mrs.  M'Gregor,  of  Glengyle,  and  is 
about  nine  miles  long  by  one  broad.    It  contains 
trout,  some  of  them  of  large  size ;  and  pike,  the 
latter  having  been  killed  as   heavy  as  201b. 
Char  are  also  got  in  it.    The  trout  run  about 
two  to  a  lb.,  and  101b.  may  be  killed  in  a 
good   day.     The   fishing    has   been  improved 
since  the  loch   was  raised  by  the  operations 
of  the  Glasgow  water  works.    In  a  bay  called 
the  "Pike  Hole,"  at  the  west  end,  very  heavy 
fish  are  sometimes  got.     This  end,  especially 
the  Glengyle  part  of  it,  is  also  the  best  part 
of  the  loch  for  trout.     The  best  fly  is  red, 
with  drake   and  teal  wing ;   also  yellow  and 
green  body,  with  teal  wing.    The  best  fish  are 
killed  with  fly,  although  .  the  larger  number  fall 
victims  to  phantom  and  other  minnows.  Trout 
up  to  31b.  are  sometimes  killed  with  fly.  Some 
years  ago  two  anglers  in  one  boat  killed  five 
dozen  trout  in  one  day ;  and  one  rod  has  often 
killed  three  to  four  dozen,  but  a  fair  day's  fishing 
is  two  to  three  dozen,  which  may  be  depended  on 
if  the  weather  be  favourable.    One  evening  in 
1886  an  angler  killed  in  three  hours  with  fly 
twenty-nine  trout,  the  heaviest  weighing  21b.  13oz., 
and  the  lot  averaging  fully  more  than  |lb.  The 
loch  can  be  fished  by  reliding  at  the  Trossachs 
Hotel  (east  end),  or  Stronachlachar  (west  end),  and 
the  charge  for  boat  and  boatman  is  5s.  per  day. 
May,  June,  J uly,  and  August  are  the  best  months. 
Among  the  objects  of  interest  are  the  world- 
renowned  Trossachs,  Helen's  Isle,  Glengyle  (Rob 
Roy's  birthplace),  which  was  twice  sacked  by  Royal 
troops  in  the  J acobite  times,  the  Braes  of  Balqu- 
hidder,  &c.    First  route :  By  rail  to  Callander ; 
thence  by  coach  to  Loch  Katrine,  ten  miles; 
thence  by  steamer  to  Stronachlachar,  ten  miles! 
Second  route  :  By  rail  to  Aberfoyle ;  thence  hire 
to  Stronachlachar,  ten  miles. 


comparatively  tame,  but  there  are  several  points 
of  interest  near,  such  as  Grantully  Castle  and 
Chapel  (the  former  of  which  shares  with  Craighall, 
near  Blairgowrie,  the  credit  of  being  the  Tully- 
veolan  of  "  Waverley  "),  Falls  of  Moness,  Birks 
of  Aberfeldy,  Hill  of  Fergan,  &c.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Grantully ;  thence  walk  six  miles. 
(To  be  continued.) 


Loch  Kennard.— A  good  little  loch  near 
Grantully  Castle,  in  Strathtay.  It  is  three- 
quariers  long  by  half  a  mile  broad,  and  belongs  to 
Mr.  Fothringham,  of  Murthly  and  Grantully,  who 
lets  it  with  shootings.  It  abounds  with  small 
trout— four  or  five  to  the  lb.— and  on  a  good  day 
i  s  many  as  fourteen  dozen  have  been  killed  by  one 
rod.  But  four  dozen  is  an  average  day's  take, 
and  sport  varies  very  much.  A  south-westerly 
breeze  almost  insures  success.  Small  flies  are 
used,  and  red  body  with  lightish  wings  are  the 
most  deadly.  It  is  rather  an  early  loch,  but  May 
and  June  are  the  best  months.  Inn  accommoda- 
tion at  Aberfeldy  or  Grantully.   The  scenery  is 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  looal 
angling  associations,  &c] 

SlTTHERLANDSHIEE  (continued). 

Brora  i3  a  small  village  on  the  east  coast  of 
Sutherland,  and  is  a  station  of  the  Highland 
Railway.  It  is  situated  near  the  confluence  of 
the  river  Brora  with  the  sea.  Visitors  can  fish 
Loch  Tubernach. 

Drumbeg  is  finely  situated  on  the  west  coast 
of  Sutherland,  about  sixteen  miles  north  of  Loch 
Inver.  It  is  reached  by  rail  to  Lairg,  on  the 
Highland  Railway,  thence  by  coach.  There  is 
good  fishing,  and  the  coast  scenery  is  very  fine. 
Visitors  can  fish  Loch  Drumbeg,  quite  close- 
Loch  Gorm-Beg,  three  miles  off;  Loch  Gorm- 
More,  two  and  a  half  miles  off ;  Loch  Poole,  and 
stream  connecting  it  with  the  sea,  two  and  a  half 
miles  distant ;  Loch  Torr-Na-Eighin,  a  mile  and 
a  half  off;  Loch  Na-Loinne,  three  miles  off; 
Loch  Braidghe,  two  miles  off;  Loch  Nan- 
Scothaid  and  Glenleraig  Burn,  about  three  miles 
off.  There  are  also  a  number  of  other  smaller 
lochs  that  can  be  fished,  and  there  is  excellent 
sea  fishing.  The  Drumbeg  Hotel  affords  accom- 
modation. 

(To  be  continued.) 


YORKSHIRE  FISHERY  BOARD  PROSE 
CUTION. 

At  the  East  Riding  (Hull)  Petty  Sessions  on  May  31 
George  Fairfield,  John  Haughey,  and  Henry  Emmitt  were 
summoned  for  fishing  for  trout  within  the  Yorkshire  Fishery 
Board  District  on  the  8fch  ult.,  without  having  a  licence. 
Mr.  Harry  Wray  prosecuted,  and  Mr.  Sibree  defended.  Mr 
Wraysaid  there  had  been  established  a  Board  of  Con- 
servators in  various  distriots,  and  these  gentlemen  were 
empowered  to  draw  up  a  scale  of  charges  and  issue 
licences.    The  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board,  upon  whose 
behalf  he  (Mr.  Wray)  appeared,  had  issued  a  eoale  of 
charges  lower  than  any  other  district  in  the  kingdom. 
They  were  not  antagonistic  to  fresh-water  fishing,  but  on 
the  contrary,  the  Board  had  taken  steps  to  encourage  it. 
During  the  last  four  years  there  had  been  turned  into  the 
river  Hull  over  2000  troutlings  which  had  been  brought 
from  Scotland.    The  cost  of  the  licence  was  only  Is.  per 
annum,  and  that  enabled  them  to  fish  when  and  where 
they  liked.   The  majority  of  anglers  took  out  licences, 
and  in  Hull  alone  some  hundreds  had  been  issued.    In  the 
case  of  Emmitt,  he  was  using  two  rods,  while  Haughey, 
who  obtained  a  licence  the  same  night  as  the  offence  was 
committed,   asked   the    distributor  to ~  ante-date  the 
licence  for  the  preceding  day.    With  regard  to  Fairfield, 
he  knew  he  was  doing  wrong,  as  his  licences  for  1895  and 
1896  were  found  upon  him.    Farrer  Stead,  head  water- 
bailiff,  said  on  the  day  named  he  saw  Emmitt  fishing  on 
the  bank  of  the  river  Hull  at  Gibraltar,  near  Dunswell. 
He  had  two  rods,  and  was  using  worms  as  bait.  When 
asked  for  his  licence,  he  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  East 
Hull  Brass  Band  Angling  Society,  and  the  club  would  be 
getting  their  licences  in  a  week.    Witness  found  Fairfield 
fishing  at  Dunswell,  and  defendant  admitted  he  had  not  a 
licence  for  this  year.  Haughey  was  a  short  distance  away 
and  when  asked  for  his  licence  he  said  he  had  left  it  at 
home.    He  added  that  he  had  taken  it  out  from  George 
Wolff,  but  witness  told  him  that  there  was  no  such  distri- 
butor of  that  name.    William  Downsworth,  a  member  of 
the  Victoria  Angling  Club,  said  he  had  seen  and  caught 
trout  at  Gibraltar  Farm.    He  had  also  caught  them  as 
low  down  as  the  White  House,  Stoneferry.    Trout  could 
often  be  caught  by  "  ledgeiing."    Isabel  Carle,  Church- 
street,  said  she  issued  a  licence  to  Haughey  on  the  night 
of  May  8.  _  He  asked  for  it  to  bo  dated  for  the  day  before, 
giving  as  his  reason  that  his  mato  ought  to  have  taken  it 
out  for  him  before.    For  the  defence,  Mr.  Sibree  said 
these  men  were  not  fishing  for  trout,  and  had  no  intontion 
of  doing  so.    He  urged  that  it  was  most  unlikely  trout 
would  be  caught  in  the  river  Hull  near  Dunswell.  Mr. 
Barker,  president  of  the  Hull  Amalgamated  Anglers' 
Association,  said  that  he  had  fished  the  river  for  thirty-five 
years,  and  he  had  never  caught  trout  at  Dunswell. 
Lodgoring  was  not  a  proper  manner  in  whioh  to  catoh 
trout.    Mr.  Hall  (secretary  of  the  said  Association)  was 
also  called,  and  corroborated  Mr.  Barker's  statement. 
He  had  fished  the  river  fourteen  years,  and  never  caught 
trout  at  Dunswell.    Tie  saltwater  reached  up  to  Duns- 
well, and  trout  was  a  fresh-water  fish.    The  Bench 
considered  the  case  proved,  Fairfield  and  Emmitt  being 
fined  2s.  Od.  and  costs,  and  Haughey  5s.  and  costs.— Hull 
Daily  News, 


NETTING  WITHOUT  A  LICENCE. 

At  the  Richmond  (Yorks)  Petty  Sessions  on  Saturday 
last,  before  C.  J.  Tate,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  Gerald  Walker  a 
notorious  character,  known  as    "  Cunny,"  alias  John 
George  Parkin,  together  with  Chas.  King,  both  labourers 
of  Richmond,  were  charged  with  having  used  a  rake  net 
tor  trout  in  the  river  Swale  on  Good  Friday  without 
hcence.    Mr.  Farrer  Stead  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the 
Yorks  Fishery  Board  ;  and  the  defendants,  who  pleaded 
not  guilty,  conducted  their  own  case.    Alfred  Spencer 
said  he  saw  both  defendants  going  up  the  river  on  the  day 
in  question.    Parkin  was  carrying  a  rake  net.  James 
Stobie  said  he  saw  Parkin  with  another  man,  who  was 
raking  the  river.    They  worked  the  water  for  over 
hundred  yards.    He  could  not  swear  to  the  man  who  was 
actually  using  the  net.    C.  Husband  and  H.  Hague  spoke 
to  seeing  the  defendants  returning  from  the  river  in  the 
evening,  when  they  exhibited  some  trout  which  they  had 
caught.    They  had  no  rod  or  net  or  any  instrument  with 
them  by  which  they  could  have  taken  the  fish.   Mr.  Stead" 
proved  that  the  defendants  had  no  licence  for  the  net,  and 
said  when  he  visited  the  defendant  Parkin,  the  latter  said 
thathehad  not  been  netting ;  the  net  was  King's.  There  was 
practically  no  defence,  the  two,  although  saving  that  the 
net  they  had  was  a  landing  net,  calling  no  evidence.  After 
the  Bench  had  conferred,  the  Chairman  said  they  inflicted 
the  minimum  penalty,  but  that  wag  a  severe  one,  viz. 
double  the  amount  of  the  net  licence  required  (£1 13s.  4d.) 
being  £3  Gs.  8d.,  costs  15s.,  or  one  month.   Both  the 
defendants  went  to  Northallerton  Gaol  for  the  period 
stated.— Parkin  was  further    charged,    together  with 
Robert      Layfield,    also    a   labourer   of  Richmond 
with    using  night  lines   at  Richmond   on  March  26 
without  the  necessary  licence.  Edward  Poppltton  and  W 
Wilscn,  labourers,  gave  evidence  to  seeing  the  defendants 
take  fish  off  night-lines,  but  both  denied  having  been  seen 
by  the  defendant  Parkin  to  take  trout  by  night-lines 
themselves.   Wilson  said  he  did  not  see  Layfield  in  com- 
pany with  Parkin  at  the  time,  and  when  handed  up  his 
signed  evidei.ee  by  Mr.  Stead,  admitted  his  writing,  but 
still  refused  to  say  anything  incriminating  Layfield.  Mr. 
Stead  received  permission  to  treat  the  witness  as  hostile, 
whereupon  he  admitted  having  been  in  trouble  himself, 
but  said  he  was  not  trying  to  screen  Layfield.  The 
Bench  convicted  Parkin,  and  fined  him  £2  or  one  month's 
imprisonment.    They  dismissed  the  summons  against 
Layfield,  as  they  thought  there  was  a  doubt.  They 
cautioned  him  as  to  his  future  conduct.    The  man  Parkin 
has  been  convicted  over  fifty  times,  and  King  has  also 
been  repeatedly  in  the  hands  of  the  police.    When  he 
leaves  Northallerton  Gaol,  Parkin,  after  his  two  months' 
repose,  has  to  answer  a  charge  at  Bedale  of  taking  eleven 
grayling  in  the  close  time. 


IRISH  SALMON  FISHERIES. 
On  Monday  last  the  Irish  Privy  Council  Committee  had 
several  important  fishery  matters  before  it  for  con- 
sideration.  The  Lord  Chancellor  presided,  and  the 
members  present  were  :  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Lord  Chief 
Baron,  the  Vice  Chancellor,  Lord  Justice  Walker,  Justices 
Johnson,  Gibson,  and  Holmes,  the  Earl  of  Meath,  Messrs. 
T.  A.  Dickson,  H.  Bruen,  and  Alderman  Meade. 

The  Committee  first  dealt  with  the  appeal  by  the 
Boyne  fishermen  against  the  recently  passed  bye-law 
reducing  the  length  of  nets  used  in  tidal  waters  of  that 
river  from  95yds.  to  75yds.  The  Committee  agreed  to 
advise  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  approve  of  the  bye-law 
which  will  not  take  effect  till  1898. 

The_  Sligo  river  case  next  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
committee.  In  October  last  the  fishing  inspectors  held  an 
inquiry,  at  the  instance  of  the  upper  water  owners,  into 
the  netting  in  the  tidal  waters,  and  the  commissioners 
were  so  convinced  of  the  over  netting  that  they  made  the 
bye  Jaws  prohibiting  any  two  nets  fishing  within  400  yards 
of  each  other  in  the  tidal  waters  at  the  same  time,  and 
netting  was  prohibited  between  Martin's  Quay  and 
Victoria  Bridge.  The  committee  decided  to  advise  his 
Excellency  to  sanction  the  bye-laws. 
_  His  Graoe  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  the  lessees  of 
his  fishery  on  the  Blackwater,  at  Lismore,  appealed 
against  the  bye-laws  prohibiting  netting  at  Lismore  Weir, 
the  results  of  which  are  well  known.  After  oounsel  had 
made  the  opening  statements,  the  committee  adjourned. 


THE  AMALGAMATION  QUESTION. 
The  Cobden  Angling  Society  held  a  meeting  on  the 
3rd  inst.,  at  their  headquarters,  the  Cobden  Club,  Kens'al- 
road,  W.,  to  discuss  this  question.  Secretary  T.  Twyman 
took  the  chair,  supported  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  Mr.  Ben 
Abrahams,  Mr.  A.  J.  Marriott,  and  Dr.  C.  S.  Patterson. 
The  chairman  called  on  Dr.  Patterson  to  address 
the  meeting,  who,  in  a  brief  and  telling  speech, 
pointed  out  the  arguments  in  favour  of  amalgamation, 
and  asked  for  any  that  might  be  urged  against  it,  lut 
none  were  put  forward.  Ho  then  moved  the  resolution, 
"  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  it  is  desirable  that 
the  interests  of  London  anglers  be  directed  and  controlled 
by  only  one  association."  This  was  .seconded  by  Mr. 
Marriott,  and  carried  unanimously.  Mr.  Simkins  and 
Mr.  Abrahams  then  addresed  the  mooting.  Dr.  Patterson 
stated  that  in  about  three  weeks  the  plebiscite  papers 
would  be  out.  Ho  urged  up<n  all  present  to  use  what 
influonce_  they  had  among  anglers  to  got  thorn  to  declare 
their  opinion  either  for  or  against  amalgamation .  Mr. 
Simkins,  Mr.  Marriott,  and  other  gentlemon  having  spoken, 
a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Seoretary 
Twyu  an  for  occupying  the  ohair.  and  the  meeting  dis- 
persed. There  v\as  a  good  attendance,  eight  olubs  Ming 
represented.  R,  l. 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIYERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 

||r  ita'«er  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
ghould  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Pishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.  —  General  Bemarks.  —  The  monopoly 
of  the  river  to  the  use  of  the  trout  fishers  is  now  of  short  dura- 
tion, and  at  the  end  of  another  ten  days  the  great  army  of  general 
anglers  will  take  possession  of  the  water,  and  it  is  hoped,  with 
the  prospect  of  a  good  angling  season  before  them.  The  trout 
fishers  have  not  so  far  had  a  good  time  of  it.  as  was  generally 
expected,  entirely  through  the  wretchedly  cold  winds  and  cold 
nights  that  have  prevailed.  There  have  been  a  considerable 
quantity  of  small  trout  taken,  and  I  am  still  of  opinion  they  form 
a  portion  of  those  turned  into  the  river  in  the  month  of  February 
last  year — the  gift  of  Messrs.  Corrie,  through  our  good  friend, 
Mr.  B.  B.  Marston,  vice-president  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  as  I  can 
remember  seeing  some  very  fine  specimens  amongst  them.  In 
the  matter  of  Thames  trouting,  my  friend,  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  of 
Brentford,  with  his  reliable  fisherman,  Charles  Hone,  has  done 
the  best,  and  looks  like  the  champion  of  the  season  as  regards 
the  number  of  fish  taken.  In  this  week's  return  another 
old  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Alfred  Woodroof,  with  that  excellent 
fisherman  George  Eosewell,  has  so  far  taken  the  champion  flsh, 
one  of  101b.  2oz.  Both  of  these  anglers  are  members  of  the 
T.A.P.S.  I  have  received  a  letter  from  another  old  friend,  Mr. 
A.  E.  Armstrong,  who  was  until  lately  the  active  honorary  river- 
keeper  at  Chertsey,  who  is  now  in  the  Cardiff  district  in  South 
Wales,  where  he  is  hopiDg  to  remain  some  little  time,  and  to  get 
amongst  the  trout  there,  and  promises  to  let  me  know  after  a 
little  experience  what  he  is  able  to  do  in  flyfishing  and  to  send  me 
a  Bample  of  the  flsh  he  has  taken.  He  describes  the  trout  there 
as  most  delicious,  and  cut  very  white,  but  not  heavier  than  31b. 
He  has  become  a  member  of  the  Cardiff  Piscatorial  Society,  and 
hopes  to  flsh  the  Taff,  Ely,  and  Eunner  for  trout.  His  numerous 
friends  on  the  Thames  will  be  glad  to  hear  he  is  well,  and  his 
angling  capacities  still  cling  closely  to  him.  In  his  removal 
our  grand  old  river  loses  one  of  its  best  of  friends.  I  spent  a  very 
pleasant  evening  with  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  at  their  annual 
dinner,  and  I  heartily  thank  them  for  their  very  kind  reception. 

 Chertsey. — A  gentleman,  fishing  with  Loban  Hackett, 

on  Tuesday  last  caught  a  fine  trout,  weighing  7 Jib. — B. 

  Halliford. — Mr.  Holland,  fishing  with  E.  Eosewell,  got 

a  nice  trout,  weighing  6Jlb. 

 (Hampton  Coutt). — William Milbourne  writes  :  "  There 

has  not  been  anything  done  this  last  week  in  the  way  of  trout. 
There  were  two  good  flsh  hooked  at  the  weir,  and  they  both  broke 
away  through  fishing  with  bad  tackle.  It  is  a  pity  to  lose  flsh  in 
this  way.  There  has  been  a  great  many  large  barbel  caught 
whilst  fishing  for  trout,  but  all  were  carefully  returned." — B. 

  (Kingston). — A  correspondent  writes :   "  I  have  not 

heard  of  any  trout  being  taken.  The  water  is  in  good  condition, 
and  I  have  seen  several  flsh  on  the  move  in  different  portions  of 
the  river." — B. 

— -  (Shepperton). — George  Eosewell  writes  :  "  Another  of 
your  old  friends,  Mr.  Alfred  Woodroof,  fishing  with  me,  caught  a 
splendid  trout  on  Saturday  last,  weighing  101b.  2oz.  The  length 
was  28in.,  and  the  girth  16Jin." — B. 

 (Staines).— Charles  Hone  says  :  "  I  had  one  trout  at  the 

end  of  last  week,  3Jlb.,  with  Mr.  E.  Davis.  I  have  had  bad  luck 
lately ;  several  good  flsh  have  been  hooked,  but  got  off  again." 
— B 

 (Windsor  District). — Grand  showers  have  fallen  here, 

and  at  time  of  writing  the  atmosphere  is  balmy,  the  river  in 
grand  order,  and  looking  perfection  for  Thames  trouting,  though 
the  dreadful  traffic  which  has  commenced  renders  angling  on  the 
Thames  anything  but  the  quiet  pastime  it  used  to  be.  In  my 
boyhood  days  nothing  but  a  few  boats  and  barges,  the  latter 
towed  by  horses,  ruffled  the  surface  of  this  once  quiet  river ;  now 
it  is  churned  up  by  thousands  of  launches,  electricity  and  steam 
having  taken  the  place  of  the  quiet  "  gee-gee  "  of  the  bargee. 
Very  little  trout  fishing  has  been  done  in  this  district ;  all  appear 
to  be  too  intent  just  now  on  the  Jubilee  preparations  or  watching 
the  progress  of  the  work  here.  June  2,  one  trout,  41b ,  by 
Lumsden,  of  Datchet,— B.  E.  Bambridge. 

Ancholme  District. — Conditions  are  very  favourable  to 
trout  fishing,  especially  early  and  late.  The  Black  Gnat  is  now  in 
in  myriads,  and  is  taken  greedily  by  the  flsh.  By  the  time  this  is 
in  type  wo  shall  have  the  Green  Drake.  I  well  recollect  catching 
thirty-two  trout  on  a  local  water  that  weighed  161b.  a  few  years 
ago  with  it.  The  Bluobottle,  and  a  large  grey  fly  with  red  eyes  of 
the  same  class,  and  an  equally  bulky  fly  with  golden  wings,  are 
now  on,  and  will  do  great  execution  fished  naturally  in  the  eddies 
and  shady  places  during  the  heat  of  the  day.  A  No.  4  hook, 
Kendal  sizef  with  fly  impaled  at  the  bend  and  twisted  round  the 
bend,  is  the  best  style.  It  has  been  a  good  spawning  time  for 
coarse  flsh. — Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Avon  (South  Brent). — Several  baskets  of  trout  have  been 
creeled  lately.  Amongst  the  most  successful  anglers  was  Capt. 
W.  E.  Bemrcy,  of  Walmer,  Kent,  who  has  been  staying  here  for 
the  fishing.  The  takes  for  three  days  were  seventeen  (01b.), 
twenty-nine  (81b.),  and  thirty-two  respectively.  In  ten  days 
fishing  he  secured  ICO  well  conditioned  flbh. — Devonian. 

Coin  (Gloucestershire). — This  stream  has  provided  some 
excellent  sport  during  the  May  Fly.  The  rise  up  to  Sunday  last 
was  but  fitful,  although  the  Drake  had  been  up  for  more  than  a 
week.  The  May  Fly  has  shown  the  stream  in  most  parts  to  be 
simply  teeming  with  trout,  and  big  ones,  too.  Mr.  A.  Hall,  on 
the  private  waters  of  Fairford  Park,  seven  and  a  half  brace, 
averaging  21b.  each.  Col.  Porter  and  his  house  party  have  also 
capital  sport  on  this  unique  fishery.  The  private  waters  of 
Hathroof,  Coin,  Wbelford,  and  Butler's  Court  have  all  produced 
some  fine  trout  and  heavy  creels.  On  the  Bull  Hotel  waters,  at 
Fairford,  on  Monday,  Mr.  Hitchman  IleB  reached  the  l'mit  with 
five  brace  of  beautiful  trout,  and  followed  this  up  on  Tuesday  by 
another  pretty  creel  of  three  and  a  half  brace,  a'l  caught  on  a 
pink-bodied  Buzzer  May  Fly.  Mr.  John  Titley,  on  these  days, 
also  had  creels  of  four  and  a  half  brace  on  each  day,  one  of  his 
fish  being  a  2-pounder,  out  of  "  Shy  Hole."  Messrs.  Carbon, 
Johnson,  Walker,  Powell,  Dyke,  Barker,  Suffolk,  W.  Warne 
(Tetbury),  E.  T.  lies,  Drs.  Bloxham,  Good,  and  Hooker,  Mr. 
Stradling,  Mr.  Fry  (a  mixed  creel  at  Dudgrove,  one  2Jlb.  trout), 
Mr  A  more,  and  others.  Those  who  were  out  on  Monday  saw  a 
good  Bhow  of  trout,  more  especially  at  Meg,  Broadbrand,  and  the 
Callis.— Pan. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).— Sport  continues  to  bo  good, 
and  the  rain  this  week  has  put  the  river  in  still  better  condition. 
Trout  fishing  has  been  successful,  not  only  in  the  waters  above 
Totnes,  but  in  the  Buckfastleigh  district.  Dr.  Norman,  of 
Paignton,  secured  three  dozen,  and  local  anglers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  factory  town  have  been  doing  well.  Mr.  A.  M. 
Champcrnoune,  of  Dartington  Hall,  had  a  nice  dish  on  Monday 
evening,  and  Mr.  Hole  creeled  twenty-two.  Mr.  H.  T.  Dislin 
only  got  nine,  but  six  of  these  scaled  over  31b.  Mr.  E.  Dislin  has 
been  on  the  river  pretty  often,  and  he  has  averaged  six  brace, 
whilst  a  few  fine  trout  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  E.  Ackrell. — 
Devonian. 


Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks) — The  river  is  very  low  and 
bright,  and  but  little  sport  to  be  had.  A  few  jack  have  been 
taken  on  the  Kirham  Abbey  reach,  but  they  are  as  yet  ill-con- 
ditioned.— H. 

Devonshire  Streams. — The  rain  which  fell  this  week  was 
welcomed,  as  most  of  the  rivers  were  getting  low.  Trout  fishing 
is  providing  splendid  sport  on  the  big  streams,  and  baskets  run- 
ning up  to  three  dozen  have  been  made  on  the  tributaries.  A 
decided  improvement  seems  to  have  set  in,  and  the  result  is  that  a 
number  of  visitors  have  come  into  the  country.  Six  dozen  is  the 
best  individual  basket,  this  being  from  the  Ashwater  district.  The 
Avon  possesses  plenty  of  flsh,  whilst  the  Dart  is  in  rare  fishing 
order  just  now.  Trout,  taken  generally,  are  above  the  average 
size,  but  the  northern  rivers  are  very  quiet.  Eastward,  things 
are  brighter,  and  fair  catches  have  been  made.  Some  nice  dishes 
have  been  taken  from  the  Mid-Taw  at  Eggesford  by  Gen.  Timbrell 
and  others,  the  flsh  being  of  good  size.  Peal  are  running  fairly 
well,  and  the  few  killed  have  been  in  good  condition. — Devi  inian. 

Esk  (Whitby). — Consequent  upon  several  heavy  showers  that 
have  fallen  during  the  past  week,  a  slight  rise  of  water  has  been 
observed  on  this  river,  but  as  yet,  no  important  increase  in  the 
catches  are  to  hand.  Mr.  J.  N.  Nicholson  has  landed  eight  brace ; 
whilst  Mr.  W.  Ehodes  has  landed  nine  brace.  The  minnow  fish- 
ing commenced  on  the  association  waters  on  June  1,  and  the 
prospects  for  sport  with  this  bait  are  good. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter). — Bain  of  a  moderate  character 
during  past  day  or  two  has  somewhat  freshened  up  river,  and  no 
doubt,  with  some  settled  summer  weather,  sport  will  materially 
improve.  Fishing  the  Brampford  water  on  Tuesday,  Messrs. 
Theluwissen  and  Eoberts  scored  a  few  very  fair  sized  trout, 
largest  flsh  just  lib. ;  and  several  nice  specimens  have  been  had 
from  same  reach  by  Messrs.  Staddon,  Taylor,  and  others,  the 
artificial  minnow  accounting  for  largest  number. — Ekd  Palmer. 

Fen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— The  weather  this 
week  end  has  been  showery,  and  the  streams  are  refreshed  there- 
by. This  was  wanted,  as  many  of  the  smaller  ones  were  running 
low  and  fine,  which,  with  the  cold  nights,  rendered  fishing  very 
difficult.  There  was  really  little  done  last  week,  except  on  the 
private  waters,  but  for  the  holiday  next  week  prospects  ara  fairly 
good.  I  hear  the  occupiers  of  the  drains  about  Outwell  are  look- 
ing for  some  good  sport  this  year.  Eeport  has  it  that  there  are 
more  fish  in  these  drains  than  usual,  bscause  they  have  not  been 
netted  as  they  have  been  of  late  years. — Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts). — The  anglers  who  l^ve  tried  the  waters 
at  Bolham  and  about  that  district  have  been  doing  fairly  well. 
Along  with  some  good-sized  trout  they  have  been  landing  dace 
and  roach.  Th9  latter  were  returned.  Near  to  the  Beck  end  an 
angler  got  a  brace  and  a  half  of  trout,  and  another  a  brace  of 
capital  fish,  and  up  to  near  the  bridge  below  Eetforda  third  got  a 
brace,  along  with  other  flsh.  All  were  lib.  and  over,  and  were 
caught  with  maggots.  Before  the  local  Bench  this  week  an  angler 
had  to  appear  for  fishing  without  a  licence.  Mr.  Eddowes,  who 
appeared  for  the  Board,  complained  that  many  were  fishing  these 
waters  without  a  lice  ce.  The  defendant  was  fined  a  nominal 
sum  as  a  warning. — L. 

Iv.el  (Biggleswade).— Trout  have  been  well  on  the  feed 
during  the  last  few  days.  On  Monday  an  angler  secured  one  or 
two  nice  ones  up  to  21b.  weight.  On  Tuesday  a  Mr.  Hutchins 
hoiked  a  large  one,  but  it  broke  away.  Fishing  on  Wednesday, 
this  gentleman  landed  a  handsome  flsh  weighing  4Mb.  These 
were  all  obtained  at  the  Black  Lock. — Kingfisher. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  Hotel.— Fishing  on  these  waters  is  still  very 
good,  both  in  lake  and  rivers,  but  takes  on  the  rivers  are  not 
registered.  On  May  25,  Messrs.  Henty  took  fourteen,  81b.  lOoz. ; 
Mr.  Ward,  thirteen,  81b.  4oz. ;  Mrs.  Nops,  eight,  51b.  2oz. ;  Mr. 
Watts,  two,  lilb. ;  Mr.  Nimmo,  eight,  5Jlb. ;  Capt.  Hyam  Martin, 
two.  May  26,  Mr.  Ward,  eleven,  71b.  5oz.;  Mr.  A.  F.  Henty, 
seven,  4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Nops,  seven,  4Jlb.;  Mr.  Nimmo,  six,  4Jlb. ;  Mr. 
Watts,  six,  Sflb.i  Capt.  Hyam  Martin  and  Mr.  Shaw,  three. 
May  27,  Mr.  A.  F.  Henty,  twenty,  141b. ;  Mr.  Nops,  sixteen, 
121b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Nimmo,  seven,  61b. ;  Mr.  Henty,  four,  31b. ; 
Capt.  Hyam  Martin,  three,  2£'b. ;  Mr.  Ward,  nine,  6 Jib. ; 
Mr.  Watts,  two,  lib.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Ethelston,  two,  lib.  5oz.  May  28, 
Mr.  Henty,  thirteen,  9Mb. ;  Mr.  A.  F.  Henty,  eleven,  9 Jib. ; 
Mr.  Nimmo,  two,  ljlb  :  Mr.  Watts,  five,  31b.;  Mr.  Shaw,  five, 
3Jlb. ;  Mr.  Nops,  ten,  7Jlb. ;  Mr.  Ethelston,  seven,  4£lb. ;  May  29, 
Messrs.  Henty,  ten,  71b. ;  Mr.  Nimmo,  four,  2Mb. ;  Mr.  Linley, 
thre?,  21b.:  31st  May,  Mr.  Watts,  seven,  4flb. ;  Mr.  Henty,  five, 
3£lb. ;  Mr.  Nimmo,  21b. ;  Mr.  Bolt,  three,  1Mb. ;  the  Misses  Kay, 
fifteen,  lOJlb. ;  Mr.  Davison,  two;  Mr.  Shaw,  seven,  5Mb.;  Mr. 
Case,  three,  21b.;  Mr.  E.  L.  Garnett,  eleven,  8flb.,  his  best  flsh, 
of  lib.  2oz.,  was  a  perfect  picture;  Mr.  Densham,  n;ne,  5jtb. ; 
Commander  Dundas,  four,  21b.  9oz.  Best  flies  Coch-y-Bonda 
and  Black  Spiders  and  Zulu. — Long  Drift. 

Lea,  Beane,  and  Ver.—Esfreshing  rains  have  fallen  up  the 
Lea — which  had  run  down  low,  bright,  and  stale— and  as  a  result 
trout  fishing  ought  to  improve,  the  water  being  in  nice  condition 
at  the  time  of  despatching  this  report.  Trout  captures  are  again 
few  and  far  between,  though,  in  the  Hertford  district,  Mr.  W. 
Ellis,  a  local  angler,  has  takea  a  nice  trout  of  4±lb. ,  Mr.  T.  Jones 
has  had  one  about  21b.,  and  several  other  fls^  have  also  been 
landed  in  this  part.  A  small  trout  has  also  been  taken  at  Ware. 
Trout  has  been  on  the  move  at  St.  Margarets,  but  no  captures 
are  reported.  Eels  ara  said  to  have  been  running  in  the  Lea,  and 
they  have  been  had  up  to  2Mb.  at  Hertford.  A  good 
many  coarse  flsh  have  been  seen  on  the  move  lately,  but 
the  angling  season  for  roach,  bream,  See.,  does  not  op'n 
on  this  river  until  July  1.  As  regards  the  Beane,  a  number  of  flsh 
have  been  had,  but  sport  has  not  been  general.  Mr.  Street  has 
taken  a  trout  of  ljlb.  at  Hertford;  Mr.  Saville  one  of  1Mb.  :  a 
member  of  the  Hertford  Angling  Association  also  one  of  1Mb.  in 
the  club's  new  water ;  while  I  also  hear  of  other  members  in  the 
Upper  Beane  getting  several  brace  between  them.  The  May  Fly 
has  been  on.  The  W,  as  a  result  of  the  storms,  has  been 
running  thick,  but  should  be  in  good  order  by  Saturday  if  no 
further  heavy  rain  falls.  Mr.  By  waters  has  taken  a  brace  of 
trout,  one  of  which  he  hooked  twice  and  landed  the  second  time. 
He  was  fishing  with  the  May  Fly  at  Bricketwood,  rose  a  trout 
which,  on  being  hooked,  "weeded"  him,  and  he  lost  his  fly. 
About  two  hours  afterwards  he  saw  a  flsh  rising  at  the  sam?  spot 
and  hooked  and  landed  it,  finding  his  broken-away  fly  banging 
from  its  mouth. 

Lug?  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— Both  these  streams 
are  now  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  rain  of  the  last 
few  days  has  greatly  refreshed  the  water,  and  has  brought  the 
trout  well  on  the  feed,  and  they  have  been  rising  well  at  the  Blue 
Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  Spinners,  Owl  and  Marlow  Bjz.  May  Fly 
fishing  Is  now  brisk,  and  the  trout  take  them  freely,  and  some 
flue  lots  ef  trout  have  been  taken  this  week,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport  in  both  streams.— Gwvnne. 

North  Stafford  Bivers.— The  May  Fly  is  on  most  of  our 
waters  in  fair  quantities,  but  the  riins  seem  to  make  tho  riso 
intermittant.  On  Monday  the  fish  were  Hipping  them  with  their 
tails  on  the  Dane,  and  seemed  afraid  to  take.  On  Saturday  the-e 
were  Bigns  of  the  fly  coming  on  in  Dovedale,  and  this  week  should 
be  the  best  for  sport.  On  the  Churnot  the  fly  seemed  slow  laBt 
week  ond,  but  has  come  up,  but  not  at  its  best  yet  ( Wedne:day). 
I  dropped  down  on  the  Blythe  yesterday  afternoon  to  see  what 
were  the  prospects,  and  found  the  fly  come  up  about  four  o'clock. 
There  was  much  coloured  water  in  tre  stream,  in  consequence  of 
thunderstorm  in  the  morning,  but  I  got  three  brace  by  Ave  o'clock 
to  the  fly  fished  sunk.  The  flsh  are  taking  the  sunk  Drake  on  the 
Fern.   Mr.  Hughes  got  a  31b.  flsh  among  others.    Should  the 


weather  keep  showery,  as  at  present  it  is,  probable  the  fly  period 
will  be  extended  somewhat. — F.  W.  DALE. 

Otter  (Tipton  St.  John). — The  recent  freshets  have 
greatly  improved  the  fishing.  Last  Saturday  one  rod  here  took 
six  brace  of  good  flsh,  all  being  killed  on  a  small  Iron  Blue.  The 
rise  was  between  9.30  a.m.  and  1p.m.  To-day  (June  2)  the  rive 
is  rather  full  from  the  late  rains,  but  looks  well  for  anglers.  The 
new  line  between  Budleigh  Salterton  and  Tipton,  which  was 
opened  a  fortnight  ago,  is  very  convenient  for  fishermen.— Heron 

Ouse,  Derwent,  Bye,  &c.  (Yorkshire).— The  rivers  an 
streams  are  in  capital  order  just  now.  The  May  Fly  has  made  it 
appearance  in  various  parts  of  the  North  Eiding  during  the  week 
Those  anglers  who  took  advantage  of  the  first  few  showers  of 
last  week-end  had  some  good  sport  in  the  Swaledale  and  Eyedale 
streams.  Mr.  F.  Spencer,  fishing  above  Eichmond,  had  a  basket 
of  sixty-eight  trout,  and  Mr.  John  Barker,  of  Eeeth,  forty-one,  at 
a  single  outing,  their  flies  being  Pheasant  and  Orange,  Dark 
Bloa,  and  Little  Favourite. — Eonald. 

Plymouth  (Biver). — Although  the  rivers  are  running  down 
finer,  it  has  not  prevented  the  peel  from  running  up.  I  saw  a 
nice  one  on  Tuesday,  caught  a  day  before  by  a  friend  of  mine, 
just  over  21b.  weight.  It  was  in  splendid  condition,  and  must 
have  given  some  sport.  Some  nice  baskets  have  been  taken  on 
all  the  rivers. — William  Hbarder. 

Severn  (Shrewsbury). — The  delightful  spell  of  favourabl 
angling  weather  which  we  have  recently  experienced,  has  more 
than  compensated  for  the  lack  of  sport  during  the  earlier  months 
of  the  season,  and  anglers  have  not  failed  to  take  full  advantage 
of  the  opportunities  given  them.  Mr.  Bucknall  last  week  took  a 
fine  trout  of  the  weight  mentioned,  and  Mr.  Wycherley  has  taken 
a  good  one  of  21b.  Uffington  Ford  has  yielded  a  goodly  quantity 
of  trout.  Fly  Ashing  is  at  its  best,  and  trout  have  taken  the  March 
Brown,  Bed  Spinner,  and  Blue  Dun  pretty  freely.  Dace  are  rising 
well  at  the  heads  of  the  fords  and  quiet  shallows.  They  are  now 
in  fair  condition,  and  may  be  taken  by  holders  of  the  "  permits  " 
issued  by  the  Severn  Conservancy  Board.  Heavy  chub  are 
numerous,  and  large  quantities  have  been  taken  by  Ay  fishers. — • 
Hafbbn. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech).— 

The  condition  of  these  rivers  has  been  very  much  improved  by 
the  rainfall  of  the  past  week,  and  some  excellent  sport  has  been 
and  is  still  enjoyed  by  anglers,  not  only  with  the  fly,  but  also 
with  the  natural  and  artificial  minnow,  and  also  with  the  worm 
in  the  lower  Vyrnwy  and  Severn.  In  the  Ciin,  during  the  past 
week,  the  trout  have  been  rising  freely  to  the  fly,  and  some  good 
takes  have  resulted ;  and  the  same  can  be  said  for  the  Tanat, 
although  in  some  places  near  its  confluence  with  the  Vyrnwy  it  is 
overgrown  with  the  flannel  weed.  The  state  of  the  weather  is 
now  all  that  can  be  desired,  and  the  flies  are  out  in  abundance, 
the  May  Fly  being  very  much  in  evidence,  and  Drakes,  Alders, 
and  Duns  are  still  the  best  lures.  Several  salmon  have  recently 
been  seen  rising  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Vyrnwy,  and  also  in  tho 
Severn,  but  none,  as  yet,  have  been  captured  in  this  neighbour- 
hood by  anglers. — Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Bivers.— All  round  weather  has 
been  experienced  during  the  past  week — white  frost,  thunder, 
hail,  and  an  excess  of  rain.  The  owners  of  land  rejoice,  but 
anglers  have  their  proverbial  grumble.  A  few  brace  of  trout  have 
been  taken  from  the  Western  streams  ;  the  heaviest  flsh  notified 
weighed  lib.  2oz.  From  the  Ouse,  near  Fletching,  a  nice  trout 
of  If  lb.  was  taken  on  Monday  with  artificial  minnow.  The 
efflux  of  sewage  matter  at  Chichester  Harbour  appears  to  have  a 
beneficial  effect  as  far  as  fishing  is  concerned.  From  eight  to  nine 
dozen  of  smelt  have  been  taken,  and  flatfish,  smelt,  and  eels  are  to 
be  seen  in  numbers  at  the  sluice  near  Appledram  — George  F. 
Salter. 

Teme  (Ludlow). — The  Teme  in  this  part  is  now  running 
clear,  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The 
weather  has  been  suitable  for  angling,  and  on  Tuesday  there  was 
a  good  fall  of  rain,  which  has  greatly  improved  the  state  of  the 
water,  and  the  prospects  for  fishing  are  very  much  improved, 
The  trout  are  now  well  on  the  feed,  and  rise  well  at  the  fly.  The 
best  flies  to  use  are  the  Blue  Dun,  Marlow  Buz,  Yellow  Dun,  Orl, 
Olive  Dun,  Orange  Palmer,  and  Spinners.  May  Fly  is  now  up, 
and  trout  are  feeding  on  them  well,  and  good  baskets  of  large 
trout  are  taken.  Minnow  fishing  is  now  improved,  and  fine  trout 
taken.  Worm  fishing  in  early  morning  good.  In  the  water  near 
Ludford  Mr.  B.  Smith  landed  a  fine  trout,  21b.  8^oz.,  with 
the  minnow.  On  Sun  lay  a  trout  1  Jib.  was  taken  with  the  worm 
near  New  Bridge.  In  the  Ashford  water,  on  Monday,  a  good 
basket  of  large  trout  were  caught  with  the  May  Fly.  The  Oikly 
Park  water  is  now  open  for  fishing  with  ticket,  and  some  nice  lots 
of  trout  have  been  landed.  In  the  Sreventon  water  there  has  been 
some  very  nice  trout  taken  with  the  fly  this  week.  —  S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury). — In  this  district  the  water  is  running  in 
good  order  for  fishing,  and  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  late 
falls  of  rain  which  were  had  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The  flsh 
have  rose  better  since  at  the  fly,  and  angling  his  been  generally 
improved.  The  May  Fly  is  now  up,  and  trout  are  rising  well  at 
them,  and  good  dishes  of  flsh  have  been  taken,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  good  sport  being  had  this  week  with  the  fly. — 
Worcester. 

Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire).— The 

May  Fly  has  been  up  all  through  the  week,  and  some  capital  sport 
has  been  had  on  the  Swan  waters,  and  also  on  private  waters  in 
the  district  Williamstrip  Park,  Ablington,  Bibu'y  Court,  Winsoo, 
and  other  waters  have  all  provided  excellent  sport. — Sherry 
Spinner. 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  (Lincolnshire).— The 

sport  on  the  Wold  streams  has  shown  some  improvem  nt  since 
the  rains  of  a  week  ago.  I  have  heard  of  sever>l  decent  cap'.ures, 
and  now  the  weather  has  turned  warmer  there  will  be  more  scope 
for  the  fly  fisher.  Hawthorn  and  Alder  flies  are  plentiful,  and 
there  are  also  plenty  of  Black  Gnats.  The  prospects  for  the 
holidays  are  fairly  good,  and  though  the  thundery  weather  was 
against  sport  this  week,  it  seems  to  have  settled  down.  Hoveral 
reports  ef  captures  on  the^Upper  Witham  are  to  hand,  and  both 
that  and  the  other  streams  should  be  in  good  order  for  the  coming 
week.— Ltjci 

Wye  (Builth  Wells). — Messrs.  Charles  Woosnam  caught  a 
salmon  on  Monday  last  on  Neith  waters.  Salmon  should  be 
fished  for,  with  prawns  and  worms,  morning  and  evening.  It  is 
not  considered  sport  to  flsh  for  salmon  when  tho  water  is  low, 
but  why  let  the  salmon  remain  in  the  pools  to  get  out  of  con- 
dition and  diseased?  Capt.  Wood  caught  a  good  bag  of  trout 
with  dip  minnow  on  Monday.  May  Fly  taking  well  on  the  brooks. 

— w.  B.  Eoberts. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altuxcealgacli  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg1,  N.B.),— 

On  21st  nit.,  Dr.  Boss  and  Mr.  Mackay,  on  Loch  (Jama,  had 
thirty-five  trout,  aggregating  1  libs.  On  22nd,  Mr.  E.  1!.  Thomp- 
son, on  Loch  UrigiU,  thirty-nine  trout,  1 1  ^ lb.  ;  Messrs.  Ganny 
and  Thompson,  Kirkby-Stophen,  Westmoreland,  on  Loch  ('«in:>, 
a  basket  of  15Jlb. ;  and  Messrs.  Ross  and  Mackay,  on  Loch 
Brarlan  (for  a  short  time,  thirty  trout,  101,1b.  On  26th,  Messrs. 
Thompson  and  dandy  made  a  fine  basket  of  291b.  on  Loch 
UrigiU;  and  on 27th,  16Mb,    Prospects  good. — B. 

Bonarbridge,  N.B. — On  Wednosdiy,  26th  ult.,  the  notsmen 
employed  by  Mr.  Sellar  on  his  Creich  flshlngs  at  the  head  of  tho 
Dornoch  Firth,  landed  a  salmon  weighting  4  !lh.,  and  measuring 
45ia.  in  length  by  lojin,  in  girth.  It  is  very  raroly  that  a  flsh  of 
such  weight  is  got  in  thin  neighbourhood  — B. 


Border  Esk.— Although  the  rain  of  last  week  improved  the 
river  tor 'angling,  the  much  desired  flood  has  not  yet  come  to 
nana,  sea  trout  and  yellow  trout  are  now  showing  in  good  form 
ana  lair  baskets  have  been  made,  both  in  the  Esk  and  tho  tribu- 
taries lushing  in  the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  W.  Borthwirk 
caught  a,  sea  trout  over  lib.  Mr.  McMillan  had  two,  and  Mr. 
w  alter  Irving  one  in  the  same  water.  Mr.  W.  Ballantyne  caught 
ado^en  yellow  trout  at  the  Island  Pool,  and  Mr.  Walter  Sanders 

M»«  5"  »  a  ia'/  d?Zen  y6llow  trout  in  the  uPPer  tributaries  ; 
Messrs.  Eichard  Irving,  W.  Ballantyne,  and  Mr.  Thos.  Johnl 
stone  have  each  been  successful  with  sea  trout  in  the  Langholm 
water.  In  the  Canonbie  water,  Mr.  W.  Beattie  had  a  couple  of 
sea  trout  on  Saturday,  the  weights  being  Ulb.  and  lilb 
nf \,J?°thteT  4flsbDf?'  Mr'  Beattte  had  »  "fine  basket 
Tommv^^n;    M&  IrvinS    cauSbta    soa   trout  in 

troTt n  thP«  ?  ;,iTgb",g  ^  Mr  p°rteous  caught  a  nice  sea 
water  a  h6'0*,  PeSt0n  Linus-  and  als0> ta  the  same 

Z*Tn'?Jt?Zy  DTber  of  yelIow  trout-  Mr-  Wm.  Murray  had 
Liddle  Mr °t  ??d  ,y!Uow  trout  in  the  Iow"  reaehes  of  the 
water  on  4L?„'n0rkllIed  a  8,ea  trout>  1"lb-  in  Byreburn-foot 
water  on  Saturday;  and  on  the  same  day  an  ansler  in  the 

MuSeWI^landed,  a,8ma"  8alm0n  andVurs^Cut  Mr 
nisht  flshl'n^  in  Z1?'  had  a  set  trout  and  some  yell°w  trout  at  a 
^very'oling.-Q10^"6'101168'    At  time  of  writing,  weather 

0f^dne/h^HSokv,(I,an?h.?lm,)--''  The  winter  has  gone,  the  time 
contTm,Tnl  alt  f.aS  come'  and  with "  coPious  supplies  of  rain, 
trou  coZn^,n  fr  day:m  S?od  time  for  the  first  run  of  sea 
Z  Ki  P  from  the  Solway,  "as  strong  as  salmon  "-so 
breakfast  ^IS?n-'  after  trying  bis  own  tackle  on  one  before 
good uSo^hi  nrnT^ber8/rS  inc">">»*  daUy.  Some  fair 
KhS  itl  S  bidr'  ?;nd  the  Prospects  are  the  best.  In 
McMiTlan  '  M^  W;  BortQwick  had  a  sea  trout;  Mr.  A. 

several  M £  f6a-  ,rou^fitl1  a  smaI1  fly;  Mr.  T  Irving, 
STj^  £™e.  and  Mr-  Ballantyne  had  each  a  few.  Mi 
had  threat  1  e  \nd  fne^d  hTad  one  each  m  Lou"e;  Mr.  W.  Ross 
trout  and  fdn,»  hmgn  M/'  LeCoccl'  ]?skdale  HoteI.  bad  °ne  sea 
ber  of  s««  ^ell°T  tr0vut  at  a  fishmS-    A  considerable  num- 

waters  Mrs  °t„?"a  a.'8°  be8,n  fot  in  Canobie  and  Longtown 
Ewes  water  M?  wASdfS^,Khadnfwenty-tbree  yeIlow  trout  in 
rain  is  not  f,^  •  '  Boss  121b  yellow  trout  in  same  place.  The 
the  snirks  ilSf7  ln  buckets-  The  river  is  rising,  and  so  are 
tne  spirits  of  anglers.    Prospects  good.— W.  D. 

H*"  i£hi™?LnAri£8  H,otel  (Aberfeldy).-Mr.  F.  W. 

and  Mr  Mob?  e»v  -na;0raif  Ias,t  week,  got  nice  baskets  of  trout , 
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last^veek  M ¥i? %^T^^eeU  *•*■>■  -°n 

E  L  Vincent  Peel,  London,  was  out  from  Ardgay 

Hotel,  and  landed  eighteen  trout,  81b.;  and  Mr  MaeGihhon 
MondivTslfef  '  ""^  T16  ,a  ba^Tof  nice  trou  fTn 
Wea^^avTulblc^V6"  h°UrS  11Sbing'  land6d  eight  trout' 
flshe(iC^i0/in!he?neSS^(0rkney>--The  following  gentlemen 
Saturday  Mav  22  Mr% T  Sta"dmg  St0nes  Hot<*  Stenness" 
Mr  ^    Nutman.seven  trout  (a  fine  basket).  May  24 

Mr.  Nutman,  thirteen  trout;  Mr.  Maedonald,  four  trout  20th 
MarXa rTS'J*?  t!:0Uti  MJ'  Mcdonald,  four  trout  27th,  Mr' 
Macdonald  five frn?;  fM'",  Nutman-  f°urteen  trout;'  Mr. 
Hotel  sfromnpssnH  J  f»  Mackay,  proprietor  of  Masons'  Arms 
Hotel,  Btromness,  and  of  Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness  has 

ItonEIu^hW^.0'  trout  fry  int0  the  bJrns  leading  to 
btenness  from  his  hatchery  at  Stromness.-J.  Mackay 

The  tv,nnwfn1in0Ck;-Tbe  river  and  Ioob  arenow  in  splendid  ply 
flne  snorT %fv  ^h^t  ^Ut  f^m  the  DunalastairP Hotel,  had 
McMurrie /  9%   '  J^dg-6  S¥nd'  'wenty-Jour  trout;  Mr. 

Stewa,f  »ndM^%^»'  and  8!X  0thers;  Co1-  Bebbeck,  six;  Mr. 
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LoCd|erwater^heefrnn?0-SS  (ArdB*y,  N.B.).-On  the  Amat 
ported  -  On  2lst  hiH   M?  wgifP^hM  been  g0t  sinoe  last  Te~ 

Markham,  B.N,  got  two  of  71b.  and  91b 


Mr  r.ikw_Ti~:  "  »T--»MSDonaId  and  McGash,  seven.  31st, 
four  one  lib  '        iMr-.McMurtrie,  eleven;  Mr.  Balmie,  twenty- 

June  1   Mr    R^,?n^ailmt'e'  Dr-  FowIer-  sixtee°.  one  2JIb. 

J  une  i,  Mr,  Ballingall,  twenty-seven ;  Dr.  Fowler  eleven  ■  Mr 

ioch  Snin:  ?iraMcM«rtriey,  twenty-two ;  Mn  Blain  et^ht 
indifpR™  n  ?),_T  ?  May  19  theBev.  W.  J.  Chapman 

i ^nt v- B- Glover  took  eleven  trout,  4Jlb.  On  the  20  h  the 
n«v  w  i  °nlT  tCOk  a  flnl  /,;ro'^■  01  8^lb.  and*flve  tro^ut  21st  the 
fone  weighiS  ?^b?  ft  B'  GIover'  ei^teen  trout  11  lib 
t?out,T51b         *   °'         '     6  Same  eentlemcn  got  thirty-one 

reD?rt  Tor5htn?°htnt1JSUtherland->-The  foUowingis  the  angling 
Buckled  on ?hJ ^iSn.T?6  v"?  0Penin«  of    the6  season :  Mr 

truntty7.brOUMavV5fr1S^  ^  C°°P^  Loch0^or7ach;  eight 
21st  Dr  bon/laa  n„C?°Plr'  ??  the  Hal'a(iale,  thirty-six  trout; 
^ist,  nr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Caorach,  eight  trout  61b  •  Mr 
Douglas,  on  Loch  Acron,  nine  trout,  51b.  ■  22nd,  Mr  McEwen  on 
Loch  Caorach,  eight  trout,  61b.;  24th,  Mr.  Buckiey,  on  LoS 


of  71b.    On  24th,  Admiral  Albert  Hastings 

Gervers  ent  „Y™  0tJl^  and  91b'    0n  28tn.  Miss  Luisa 

anT^\glta„I"Pu0Iunder!  al?d  Master  Herbert  Qerverk  one  of  91b. ; 


91b  salmon  On  .b0Wmk  tbe,last  named  youn«  an?ler  gassed  a 
GlencaWe \n£  /  ?,encal7le  waters,  Mr.  W.  Allis-Smith,  of 
of  ml ,ani  12Ih  n an98-P°ufderon24th;  one  of  91b.  on  25th;  two, 
2lthf  and^n^nf  \>^^*^**b-dl*V™*  ^  °n 


^Ib'on  from  Balnagown  Arms  ^teC^Tgke  ot 

at  leas^en  l/^TT  w^er-being  the  earliest  caught  grilse  for 
landed  a  H.lh  /„LbaCk ;  M£  Pajne' London  <als°  f'™  the  hotel), 
^wit  Pert"^ff«n  Bra?langwell  water.   On  28th,  Mr.  S 

a  jo  nnifni  ree  Ta]mol\:  averagiPgl01b.  each;  and  on 
water  Mr  TamL  w  i  r  °\  l^Yer charron  water.  On  Gruinards 
water  mr.  James  Wilson,  Badroon  (on  Mr.  Couriand's  rnd\  tr>? 
a  salmon  and  a  sea  trout  on  Tuesday  this  week  -B  }'  g 

Lo"hCroTfleM0t2^h(SfUthe,rlalldsllire>--Mr-  Tri"kett,  on 
iiocn  orossneld,  2oth,  four  trout,  4  b.  (heaviest  21b  V  Ofith 

?rtkeTonei\tleUtt'h^lb-  ^«  fflboWtt 'A™ 
KytnmeToKuflk^^^  31b^  28tb- 


SSu^lb1' Mr  1S8*lb'  ^  MrV  6ou«las'  on  Locb  Baligill,  five 
o  V?  b  '  ,  ,  MaoTEwen,  on  Loch  Acron,  eight  trout  51b  • 
M«  Miss  and  lr°Do]r0<ih  Meal.s«7^  trout,  31b.?  Mrs.  Buck  ey," 
D^r  Dou^Hs  or,  T„?wiIa8'  S^a  ?S'iinK'  had  forty-five  cod;  26th 
H  H 0US ,as'  on  1,0011  Caorach,  had  thirteen  trout  «ilh  •  97th 
Mr.MacEwen  on  Loch  Caorach,  eleve^ ^  trout  7Hb  ■'ssth  D$* 
Douglas,  on  Loch  Caorach,  eighteen  trout,  15  b  •  Mr  Douglas' 
on  Loch  Hollistan,  two  trout,  lflb.  j  31st,  Mr.  MacEwen  on  Loch 

trout^ib  IndM°rHtr,n8Ibi:  Dn  ?°uglas-  °°  L°chTcr'an?  seven 
A  M.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Baligil,  seven  trout,  31b.- 

we^fr'Arien^lV-y^,  ?hurs<>.  H.B.).-On  Monday 

sriise  on  No  1  M  'nn,  .L°dge-  \ad  a  1Mb'  saImon  and  two 
guise  oniNo.  1  Mr.  Gill  also  caught  a  sriise  on  Tuesdav  and 
one  salmon  and  one  grilse  on  Wednesda!  On  Thu?sdav  Mr 
S!forgB°ur'ncU  Kis^'  hadTa  grilse  on  No.  6.  On  fktoj. 
No  3  IZn  St  f  ™?  L?dge'  was  successful  on  beat 
T°lLa?hd  °nv,ialU/d_ay:  Mr.  .Eggington  had  a  salmon  on  No.  3. 


Inveran  (K. B.J.- 
Bart., of  Creedy,  Devonshire, 


-On  24th  ult.,  Sir  John  Ferguson  Davie, 
Hotel  and  ™™hV  ~~ionsbl^  was  out  from  Sutherland  Arms 
uoM  and  caught  a  fine  salmon  on  Big  Fall  (Shin)  and  a  14- 


w°n_'0hWb5  «1  and..!a°ded,  after  half  an  hour's  play,  a 


Mr"  AbFPDavfeh^eighiDf134Lb-'  me"suring  411n.  in  length ;  and 
^^^—^^^ 

?!rd02Drth!rPdeTV?k  Mi$V  ^ociatron^dghte'en  fej 
fourth     w    v'  AvDlckso°>  Fifeshire,  eighteen  trout,  141b  Uoz  ■ 
4^  9'oz     flftlaUjfhan',,nNOrthUnS,erland'    twenty-'two  trout! 

SreTe^rit^MT^e^t'an^Mr^ 

Monday  Mr.  Dickei  caught  TweWe  "wu^dT&eleve0" 

Ihe  heaviest  prize  baBket  was  got  with  the  (W  ku  m»  A  i. 

?rblr,z°fthT^,afofrWanderBre ^Wj^r^^it* 
iiid  loz.    ihe  following,  amone  other  nri„«t„ 


!  fairly  good  baskets  have  been  made  — B 

thf  ?trrtPan^aS,?fhn£h°tlallld--?'be  rams  <* Iast  week  sweetened 
trie  streams,  although  not  moving  them  to  anv  extent  The 

wa  ersBl ^XT^T?™*  d°ing  0n  ^0  Baflaler  HoTel 
MnnJltVp^nd  ri^h    A^arty  are vhaTing  splendid  sport  on  the 

fn° r™^™dhi  Ota"!0  Mayrt?ohe,,;  and  80  is  Sir  wm.  Brooks 
and  party  on  the  Glentana  reaches.     On  the  Abovne  Hotel  water 

ioi,rWaM0nTre^hdlenfisb  for  the  week?  seS  from  K 
ofh  o n h  m  LTea?bam>  two  of  71b.  each  ;  Capt.  Macnab,  one  of 
n„  ih«  Vl  r;,Lamg,'  0n\of  81b-  ;  while  Lord  Huntley  ana  party, 
on  the  Cast  e  waters  have  had  three  and  four  fish  daily  On 
the  Kincardine  O'Neil  Beaches  sport  still  continues  If  .h» 
brightest.  Here  Mr.  W.  S. 
Dess,  of  71b.,  7ilb.,  and  91b. 


ng  among  other  private  parties,  had 
J.  Dewar  and  Mr.  \.   Brown,  Trinity, 
Kelsall    and  Mr.  Stirling 
Mr.    T.    Dowar,  Trinity 
Mr    T-TTni.  emT^k     1'u,"uurg",     twenty-seven     t-Tbut,    201b  ■ 
Aberd^i *> 'IS*!* b. .  w?f'?-8,K!f' t^ut..  211b.;  Mr.'  " 


excellent  sport:  Mr. 
thirty-six  trout,  281b.  12oz  •  Mr 
OttoS,    thirty-four    trout,  271b 
and    Mr.     Cram,  Edinburgh 


Aberdour,  nineteen  trout  191b 
Falkf-1' 


..  Young, 


141b.  i2o^'B7;"G«nitt  A'»S  IPh  °Upar-  fo^tcen  trout, 


sport  still  continues  of  the 

Campbell  landed  three  on  Lower 

nfTlh   7Hh   on,    =„^thu'  Mr' J- ,c- Haslam,  four,  in  Carlogie, 

rih  7ih V'  «nH  ,ik  &Ui}^-  ;^nd  Mr'  a  M-  K°ls°n.  tlu-ee,  of 
61b., /lb.  and  91b.  f  and  Mr.  McLean,  one  of  111b    all  on  same 

fWrom  -7lbnto  TSh840^  w'  S/ire  "eelV  seve^  flsh,  Tang' ng 
nd    si!    fl^h     ™2n  Woodond  watcr,  Mr.  John  Mortime? 

Git  o„«  of  'slh  £DSp  ,,r°m  71b-  t0  121b-  :  and  Charoe 
m,  '  n  .    ,b-    0n  Ballogie  water.   On  the  Sluie  water, 

p/iVn^on    nnH1  P,ke,P,,er,,had  ^°    °f  OTeraSe    Weight.     On  th. 

C^irnton  and  Blackhall  section    Mr.   T.  Turner  Farley  and 
'     T-  Hay  have  ^ad  fairly  good  sport.  On  the  Park  andDurris 
by  "°  meaDS  kee"'  and  a  scarei'y  of  fresh  flsh 
Mr  £    I  "  ,988  Sart\  i5"  tbe  aathIeo  water  Capt.  Mackay, 
On  th  I  hZ  fh^r  ha.V6  b8d  g00d  bftSkets  of  griIso  flnnock 
/routing  season  has  been  something  superb, 
on  t^  N«tL.  t„lahe  n°w  moving  in  the  matter  of  the  pollution 
Mr  W  H 6tn  w-,aC     •    5"  ,he  Ttbam'  at  Ellon  Castle  waters, 
r7^  lo'  i        Williams  and  son,  from  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Euther- 
ford  had  seven  dozen  among  them  in  a  few  hours  one  day  last 
week    all  averaging  at  least  Jib.    On  tho  upper  waters  Lord 
Aberdeen's  keepers  and  others  are  also  having  plenty  of  sport 
both  with  salmon  and  trout.— G.  M 
Overscaig-   (Sutherland). -May  25,  the   Bev.  W.  J. 

aSraSnX^n  •  '  ^'°-Ver  Caught  e,cven  trout  (°no  W 
fn«  «m«  «n«n  °  1<U"'  ^1Dg  the  flrst  thi8  season  on  the  loch, 
the  same  gentlemen  caught  nineteen  trout  in  about  two  hours 
being  driven  off  the  loch  by  storm  and  rain;  Mr.  Chapman 
hT„'  tf  lnH  f"ded  a  k0lt  on  fly  tac,d0-  He  was  long  and  thin  as 
miri :  ™  MiS f  00.urse-  was  returned.  May  27,  the  same  gentlo- 
wA^hin„  ffm;bh.'?'  Cw'?bt  11  splendid  basket  of  thirty-six  trout, 
weighing  19  lb.,  throe  being  over  lib.  and  two  or  three  fib. 

Oyerscaig-  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairs.  N.B  )  —  On 
Yort^S,Bfl,rth  Sfe  MMS/8'  ("0vor  and  Chapman  (ilarrogaVe" 
teen  trouf  81n     On  f°i  a  C°,Upl°  °f  bour8'  and 

rJZht  til  ,  Thursday  they  fished  Mid  Shin  beat,  and 
caught  two  and    three-quarter  dozen,  aggregating  201b-  on 

^er„.?ny;Tihbree?0UrB/Sbi,ng0n  Loch  Sfifn.  line  dozen  rout" 
averaging  jib.  each;  and  on  Monday  this  week,  on  Upper  Shin 
beat,  thirteen  trout,  81b.  Weather  improving  '  '  °"  1  pper  ama 
mZSnJ^v  XL  s.ootl(and--A»gling  has  shown  some  improve- 
Jafle  ,  ,!nd  uuir ?  W'"  k  ""  1110  Border  streams.    Bain  has 

th  ?nni?ilaI„ h,  ngb  h0  walorN°f  the  district  have  been  Improved, 
T he  Z»  ^  In 1  ?<;l|s|hav0  not  yet  come  to  clean  out  the  rivers 
n  nt  l  p  ,  V?''  f  m  ^lex-  Dalzle,<  ono  or  the  keepers 
and °h,  f  Z  t  m  l''Btal1'  '<llled  a  braco  of  B6a  trout  on  Monday, 
and  had  his  tackle  carried  away  with  a  good  flsh.    Ho  had  a 


basket  of  yellow  trout  besides.  On  the  same  water,  1 
Uijiuhart  has  been  very  successful  among  yellow  trout  by  fish- 
ing the  natural  minnow.  It  was  reported  that  none  of  his  trout 
had  weighed  less  than  jib.,  and  that  he  had  many  flne  flsh  Other 
rods  have  had  yellow  trout  on  the  same  water.  On  Mount 
Annan  water,  on  Friday,  Mr.  Thorburn,  schoolmaster,  Brydekirk 
killed  a  beautiful  sea  trout  of  lib.  Do*.,  with  fly,  besides  a  nice 
creel,  of  yellow  trout.  He  hooked,  on  trout  tackle,  a  salmon  but 
on  being  landed,  it  turned  out  to  bean  old  flsh,  and  was  conse- 
quently returned  to  the  river.  A  number  of'  other  rods  on 
different  reaches  have  had  yellow  trout.  There  was  a  fair  run  of 
sea  trout  on  Sunday,  while  the  nets  in  the  Salway  were  closed. 
The  Bev  F.  Coleby  Annan  killed  eleven  yellow  trout  on  Jardine 
Hall  water,  on  Tuesday,  weighing;41b.  The  Nith  and  Cairn  -In 
these  rivers  several  anglers  have  been  out  and  obtained  fair  sport  on 
the  higher  waters  with  yellow  trout.  Sea  trout  are  not  taking  freely 
anirbn,l0;We«rreacbes  »?ry  little  has  been  done  this  week.  The 
JAT  WATMS.-Except  on  the  private  lock,  where  some 
good  brown  trout  have  been  caught,  the  angling  on  the  rivers 
uS  t£?ST  at  £\  °f  aDy  aCcount  The  rain  ha»  freshened 
Aym  I,  „61  bUA4  v  g00d  fl00d,  is  very  much  wanted. 
Ayrshire  Locns.— Angling  on  the  lochs  of  South  Ayrshire 
continues  to  be  very  good,  and  some  capital  sport  has  been 
ti^t'f^  7h81t,0r\on  £ocb  Doon-  which  is  free  to  anyone  who 
ft  !8v  Mr8lSh-  Out  from  the  Eglington  Hotel  in  the  boat 
™iw, dayfMr-sf,hank  Simpson  and  friend  killed  sixty-three 
yellow  trout  with  fly,  and  a  number  of  local  rods  had  good  spor 
SoSuV  °DSaturday  Mr.  Thomas  Murray,  an  angler  bTonTng 
to  Galston,  was  found  dead  on  the  side  of  the  lock  It  appeared 
he  In.hTn  th'  al0Dg-  w.th  a  number  of  other  anglers,  proceeded  to 
the  loch  on  the  previous  night  and  camped  out  at  the  side  of  the 
loch  m  order  to  flsh  the  early  hours  of  Saturday  mornin-  One  of 
bJ„t»C°mpani0DSv.f1und  bim  lying  face  downwards  close  to  tho 
^n.«  ^dge^,th  tbe-rod  ™  bis  han<i.  He  was  quite  dead.  The 
nF«l„  „  T  W^B, said  10  be  apoplexy.  He  was  abort  fifty  years 
Qf&ZlS  d  a  WeU  known  angler-  The  weather  over  the  S  uth  of 
Scotland  is  very  unsettled  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  a  violent 
thunder  and  lightning  storm  accompanied  with  rkin  passed  over 
the  district  last  night.—  Heatherbelt,.  f»°»ou  over 

t,w?0eJ;i~HeaTrSjaI1?  of  Vain  have  g'y°n  a  much  needed  impetus 
^■N-  The  river  is  now  in  good  order,  but  flsh  are  not 
FJ°n\lhe,  KDO°kando  House  water,  on  Monday 
General  Hankey  Aberlour,  landed  a  salmon  of  13  b. ;  and  Capt 
Sr  Sr°il2  bv  From  the  Carran  House  water,  on  Tuesday 
Mr.  Grant,  of  Elchies,  had  one  of  81b. ;  and  Mr.  Gordon  Duff  of 
Drummuir  one  of  8jlb.  On  Wednesday  Mr.  Grant  had  another 
/  cfld  12^lb-  From  tte  same  water  another  five" 
fTSE,  eJr?m  m-l°  l2ilb,were  also  landed.  On  the  Wester 
?M? ^  nn^0n^0nt&7'rPr-  Cowie.  Dufftown,  killed  one  of 
??*Wr?ilieSia7'  Mr-  Cumming,  the  Dowans,  killed  one  of 
mJ\t™?  ap,  •  ^^on'  one  of  8i,b'  Fr°m  the  Pitcroy  water 
w«;f  e°  6DZ,ie  landed  two'  of  151b-  and  21lb-  Fro>n  the  Laggan 
water  five  salmon  were  landed,  averaging  in  weight  from  81b  to 
i&lb. ;  also  two  sea  trout.    Mr.  Graves,  fishing  on  the  Aberlour 

?f0"lbea^dt-|1b°nMrda?'-kilIed  0ne  of  91b-=  on  Tuesday,  two 
ot  91b.  and  <lb.;  and  on  Friday,  one  of  7jlb.— J  M 

f„  iW^ed'   Teviot,   and  other  Border  Streams  -A 

fairly  long  spell  of  dry  weather,  with  spiring  "  winds  have 
made  all  the  rivers  in  the  Borderland  run  into  very  7ow  voluml 
during  the  past  ten  days.  This  has  not,  therefore,  benefited  he 
tfc0'  tbe  rod  and  line  very  much.  Still,  nevertheless  a 
good  many  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  since  my  last 
notes,  and  a  few  salmon  have  also  been  picked  up,  here  and  there 
v  Jf»  Jan0^S  Jesses  these  flsh  resort  to  in  the  summer  time 
Yesterday  (Tuesday),  with  the  river  like  a  mirror,  but  with  a 
cold  north-east  wind  blowing,  Mr.  Archibald  Steel,  tun.,  Kelso 
Zt  ♦  y,,an,dJworm,:  on  the  Tweed,  killed  a  basket  of  very  fine 
™i2;  Wm  oh  drew  'cb8  .soale  at  fully  101b-  Last  week,  on  the  same 
water  Mr.  John  Smith,  Maxwell-place,  Kelso,  hact  a  very  nice 
dish  of  trout  Mr.  George  Scoon,  on  the  Teviot  has  also  had  two 
or  three  nice  baskets  of  from  31b.  up  to  Sjlb.  Mr.  William  Barff 
Kelso,  on  the  same  stream,  has  had  baskets  of  from  31b.  up  to 
»»l«r„iTf  zL  18  scaliug  fully  l«'b.,  while  he  has  also  had 

M„!fl»1A^b;an<lfl,b-  eaob'  0n  ^  Tweed,  Mr.  Jas.  Mabon 
fn*  ?ihd  '!?  hAB^.s  ot  3»Ib-  and  41b-  Mr-  c'  Farquharson 
Jl  wd  5ib-i<Mr',a  ThomPSon,  31b.;  Mr.  Jas.  Affleck,  5.Ub.  and 
41b. ;  Mr.  B  Affleck,  Sjlb.,  the  latter  two  takes  got  on  the" Teviot 
^nm6S  5er^  0,1  tbe  same  riyer'  3^lb-  i  Mr-  Alex-  Aitken,  2ilb 
?hTi?r  \  '■  Ja,8-  co°kbtrrn,  porter,  two  takes  of  31b.  eaoh.  On 
nf  t»"  ?'  0  m,Ies  from  Kelso,  an  angler  had  a  very  nice  basket 
ot  trout,  amongst  which  was  a  veteran  trout  of  2Mb.  in  verv 
condition.  It  is  stated  that  this  flsh,  which  was  killed  in  a  pool 
where  there  are  some  "snags,"  has  been  known  to  have  been 
there  for  many  years,  and  had  "broken"  many  an  angler, 
including  the  one  whom  it  fell  a  victim  to,  but,  being  well  hune 
wi  h  strong  tackle  on  this  occasion,  held  on,  and  brought  the  old 
fellow  to  bank  before  he  could  regain  his  wonted  resting  place 
under  a  ."snag  In  the  St.  Boswell's  district  of  the  Tweed 
several  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  been  killed  du 


fishing,  which  is  now  m  full  swing  all  over  the  Border  rivers 
Fishing  with  fly  m  the  Stow  district,  Mr.  Thomas  Pringle,  Stow 
had ;a  fine  basket  including  one  trout  of  l^lb.    Near  the  same 
village  two  boys  killed  a  trout  of  41b.  3oz.  j  it  measured  24in.  in 
fn?g«»i'flud-  n>;in  e.ir,th-    Several  anglers  have  been  going  in 
t„„?  ♦  m  %-u-tbe  Vs0  di8trict  lately,  and  on  Monday,  on  the 
teviot,  Mr  William  Slack  had  a  capital  basket  of  some  101b  of 
excellent  flsh,  one  of  which  was  fully  21b.  weight.    Mr.  John 
Eowley  had  three  takes  of  from  61b.  to  101b.  of  the  samo  flsh 
1  rout  competitions  by  the  various  Border  clubs  are  now  in  full 
swing,  and  the  Selkirk  Angling  Association  held  theirs  last  week 
the  total  catch  being  451b.  12oz.,  and  the  winners  were-  Mr  W 
u^r^K*"3;;  M£  J-  Bobertson,  7Mb.;  Mr.  C.  Hill,  71b.;  Mr!  W/ 
Hill,  8Mb. ;  Mr.  E.  Bamsay,  5}lb. ;  Mr.  W.  Murray,  5Jlb. ;  and 
others  downwards.     Fishing  on  St.  Mary's  Loch,  Mr.  and 
Mrs    Satterthwaite  had  eighteen  and  seventeen  trout  at  two 
nsmngs     On  the  Berwickshire  streams  some  good  baskets 
have  also  been  got.    On  the  Eye,  on  Wednesday,  in  forty 
minuteB   Mr  James  Logan  killed  thirteen  trout,  which  pulled 
the  scale  at  Mlb.    On  the  Whitadder,  on  Wednosday,  it  the 
Chirnsidc  Club  competition,  Mr.  John  Ainslie,  first,  had  Ulb.  2oz  • 
Mr  David  Ainslie,  111b,;  Mr.  Thomas  Ainslie,  4ilb.  ;  Mr.  A. 
McBain,  2<  b. ;  heaviest  dozen,  61b.  lloz.,  Mr.  David  Ainslio.  Most 
of  the  trout  were  killed  below  Chirnside  Bridge.    Hoys'  (fifteen 
years)  angling  competition  at  Greenlaw,  on  the  Ulackadder:  One. 
John  Hogarth;  two,  Andrew  Tait.   On  Monday  the  Duns  Olub 
held  their  competition  on  the  Whitadder,  and  the  winners  were  : 
One,  Mr.  James  Kirk.  al.ly,  61b.  13oz. ;  two,  Mr.  William  Wood, 
Sfh  V  ^'''  A'eftntler  Mclnroy,  41b.  15oz.  j  heaviest  dozen 

41b.  7oz.,  Mr.  Daniel  Feeney  ;  heaviest  trout,  lib.,  Thos.  William- 
son. YethoJm  Club  competition,  on  tho  Bowmont,  and  surround- 
ing streams-winners  :  Mr.  Adam  Scott,  Kirk  Vofholm,  sib.  Ktoz  • 
Mr  B  Lai.  law.  Kirk  Yetholm,  71b.  6oz. ;  Mr.  John  Norris,  Kirk 
\  otholm,  61b.  14oz. ;  Mr.  T.  Simpson,  51b.  14oz. ;  heaviest  dozen, 
Mr.  John  Kerr,  .'Ijlb. ;  heaviest  half  dozen,  Mr.  Bobert  Dodds 
Jib.  ..joz. ;  heaviest  trout,  Mr.  Bobert  Sharp,  9oz.  On  the  Border 
Lsk  the  angling  has  improved  lately,  owing  to  the  rain  fall  there, 
am  a  good  many  sea  trout  have  been  got  while  capital  baskets  of 
yellow  trout  have  also  been  got.  One  angler  on  the  reserve  water 
naa  a  small  salmon  and  four  sea  trout  at  one  fishing— capital 
sport,  surely  There  is  not  much  doing  in  tho  way  of  salmon  fish- 
ing  in  the  Kelso  district  of  the  Tweed  at  present,  owing  to  the  low- 
ness  of  the  rivorn,  althougha  stray  flsh  is  now  and  again  captured, 
A  Hood  would  do  much  to  Improve  matters  in  this  direction  On 
tho  floors  Castle  lower  wator,  on  Saturday,  Mr.  Lucas,  the  lossoe, 
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had  a  nice  little  flsh  of  fully  61b.  On  a  stretch  of  the  Tweed, 
further  west,  two  salmon  of  Gib.  and  71b.  were  killed  recently  ; 
while  on  a  stretch  below,  one  salmon  of  7^1b.  was  killed.  On  the 
Makerstown  water  to-day  (Wednesday)  Mr.  Lucas  killed  a  very 
fine  Dewly  run  salmon,  clear  as  silver,  which  turned  the  scale  at 
141b.  weight.  On  Wednesday  last  week,  Mr.  William  Stoddart, 
keeper,  Tillmouth,  killed  an  81b.  salmon  on  the  river  Till,  also 
freBh  run  from  the  sea.  The  produce  of  the  Tweed  net  salmon 
fishings  during  the  past  week  has  been  fair  as  regards  salmon, 
but  the  yield  of  trout  does  not  show  that  improvement  that  it 
should  do  at  this  season  of  the  year—  as  a  rule  these  flsh  have 
been  scarce  this  season,  and  the  total  catch  is  much  below  the 
average.  Some  of  the  trout  got,  however,  have  been  rather  larger 
than  usual.  Grilse  are  getting  a  little  more  numerous,  a  few 
being  caught  daily  now.  Prices:  Salmon,  Is.  3d.;  trout,  2s.; 
large  trout,  Is.  4d.  per  lb.  Same  time  last  year:  Salmon,  Is.  7d. ; 
and  trout,  2s.  Id.  per  lb.— Maxwheel. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Antrim  Rivers. — The  majority  of  the  Antrim  rivers  are 
suffering  from  low  water,  with  the  usual  results  on  angling.  To- 
day (Wednesday)  rain  is  falling.  There  is  nothing  special  to 
record  from  the  Bush,  Maine,  or  the  Glens  of  Antrim  rivers,  but 
I  learn  that  the  Clady,  which  is  preserved  by  the  Belfast  Angling 
Association,  was  maliciously  poisoned  a  few  nights  ago,  and  a 
let  of  trout  killed.— J.  A.  B. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).  —  This  river  has 
derived  a  little  benefit  from  the  raiD,  but  it  is  yet  too  low  for  good 
trouting.  In  the  evenings  an  odd  trout  was  picked  up  by  Mr. 
Mackenzie,  Mr.  Barlowe,  Mick  Mullon,  J.  "Greer,  W.  Kempton, 
and  others  on  the  upper  waters  above  here.— J.  A.  B. 

Bundrowes.— On  this  water  Mr.  F.  T.  took  one  salmon  of 
81b.  on  27th  ult.  Mr.  H.  G.  took  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  same  day. — 
M.  Bogan  and  Sons. 

Caragb.  Lake. — Fishing  still  continues  good  here.  White 
trout  and  peal  are  now  running.  At  Mrs.  Breen's  Hotel,  Glencar, 
Dr.  Mahilly  three  salmon,  71b.,  91b.,  and  101b. ;  Surg.-Col. 
Mahilly,  one  peal,  41b. ;  Mr.  Colin  May,  one  salmon,  81b. 
Prospects  for  coming  week  are  good. — G.  C. 

Corrib  Galway  City).— The  Corrib  continues  in  fair  order, 
and  salmon  fishers  did  very  well  latterly,  amongst  the  most 
successful  being  Mr.  W.  Cohen,  who  had  six  springers  from  91b. 
to  131b.,  and  several  peal;  Mr.  William  Townsend,  two  salmon 
and  four  peal;  Lieut.  Hegan,  two  flsh;  Mrs.  Hegan,  three  peal. 
Gol.  Coote  had  also  a  couple  of  flsh.  Trouting  has  improved  on 
the  canal  and  races. — J.  A  B. 

Erne. — Mr.  Chas.  Brady,  on  thi3  river,  took  one  salmon,  of 
151b.,  on  28th  ult. ;  Mr.  John  Thomson  took  one  grilse,  of  61b.,  on 
27th  ult. ;  Sir  Wm.  Williams  took  one  salmon,  of  17^1b.,  on  29th 
ult. ;  the  Rsv.  W.  H.  Hole  took  two  salmon,  201b.  and  lolb. ,  on 
31st  ult. ;  and  Mr.  John  Thomson,  on  same  day,  took  one  salmon 
of  14!b.  Mr.  Pike  also  took  three  salmon  on  31st  ult,  weights  not 
to  hand  at  time  of  writing.— M.  Bogan  and  Sons. 

Inny  (CO.  Kerry).  —  Sport  has  been  good,  owing  to  a  fresh. 
On  Wednesday,  last  week,  Mr.  Moriarty  caught  three  dozen  brown 
and  three  white  trout;  and  J.  Shea,  twenty-Dine  brown  trout. 
On  Thursday,  P.  Casey  had  four  dozen  trout ;  and  another 
angler,  thirty-one.  Since  then  sport  has  been  well  maintained. — 
T.J.  D. 

Killamey. — Sport  has  improved  as  a  result  of  recent  rains, 
but  salmon  angling  is  still  backward  on  all  the  waters  in  the 
district.  A  few  salmon  have  been  had  on  the  Laune  and  Flesk. 
Salmon  are  rising  well  on  the  Main,  where  a  local  angler  landed 
three  on  May  30. — T.  J.  D. 

Lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Salmon 
angling  has  shown  much  improvement  during  the  past  week,  but 
on  a  couple  of  days  angling  was  very  difficult  owing  to  harsh 
winds  and  rough  waters.  During  the  last  three  days  we  have 
had  much  rain  in  the  district,  the  consequence  being  that  the 
lake  has  had  a  good  refreshing,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  have 
undergone  a  material  improvement. — J .  D. 

Lough  Melvin.— On  this  lake  Mr.  W.  Gallagher  took  one 
salmoD,  of  111b.,  on  26th  ult. ;  Mr.  W.  P.  took  another  on  28th  ult., 
of  9lb  ,  and  a  grilse  of  51b.  Several  baskets  of  gillaroo  and  brown 
trout  were  taken  during  the  past  week. 

Moy  and  Lough.  Conn  (Balllna,  co.  Mayo).— Some 
of  past  week  no  boats  could  live  on  lough  or  river  owing  to  the 
high  wind.  Capt.  Bloss  Lynch  had  salmon,  121b  ,  and  one,  81b.; 
Mr.  E.  H.  Perry  Knox  Gore  had  salmon,  131b,  and  one,  Bib.,  out  of 
the  Bock  Pool;  Mr.  J.  Browney  had  two  salmon,  111b.  aod  131b., 
out  of  the  Stream  Pool;  Mr.  C.  Kenney  had  two  grilBe,  9U>.,  «nd 
salmon,  10Ub.,  out  of  the  Ashtree  Pool;  Bev.  W.  Maldon  had 
grilse,  51b.,  and  salmon,  111b.,  out  of  the  Dock  Pool.  Mr.  H. 
Scroop,  Mr.  Jiff  Scroop,  Mr.  McNab,  Mr.  C.  Pole,  Mr.  G.  Rating, 
Mr.  P.  Coates,  Mr.  Eagle,  and  Col.  Eweney  are  getting  fair  sport 
with  salmon  and  grilse  on  the  lough.  Mr.  H.  Scroop  is  having 
the  best  takes,  four  salmon  in  two  days,  91b.,  111)).,  111b.,  151b. 
Trout  anglers  are  getting  from  six  to  fourteen  each  day,  largest. 
Mr.  Bone  had  51b.  salmon  and  grilse.  The  Golden  Baoger  Fly  and 
the  Goate  best.— Pat  Heabnes. 

Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Salmon  and 
grilse  fishing  has  somewhat  improved  this  week.  On  Saturday, 
on  Major  Traberne's  water,  Mr.  W.  Wilson  killed  one  salmon, 
271b. ;  and  same  day  his  brother,  Mr.  Herbeit  Wilson,  fishing 
same  water,  had  one,  16lb.  On  Friday  Mr.  Herbert  Wilson 
laDded  one  fish,  161b.  On  Monday  Mr.  W.  Wilson  brought  to 
boat  one,  221b. ;  and  Mr.  Herbert,  one,  151b.  On  the  previous  day 
Pat  Byan  and  W.  Fogarty  killed  one  salmon,  181b ,  and  two 
grilse,  71b.  and  2$lb.  Tuesday  same  rods  killed  one  grilse,  71b. 
Yesterday  D.  Ellis  got  two  grilse.  To-day  T.  and  John 
Grimes,  before  breakfast,  landed  a  grilse,  8jlb.  On  Lough 
Derg  this  week,  although  off  and  on  the  weather  has 
been  dead  against  dapping,  some  very  good  baskets  of 
brown  and  gillaroo  trout  have  been  made.  Dishes  of  beauti- 
ful trout  of  from  101b.  to  201b.  have  been  captured  by  one 
or  more  boats'  company.  The  Green  Drake  have  been  abundant 
since  the  opening,  and  the  general  belief  here  is  that  the  best  of 
the  sport  is  still  before  us.  Trout  fishing  on  the  Btreams  both 
above  and  below  the  bridge  is  simply  fine,  better  than  I  have 
known  it  for  years. 

Shannon  (CastleconneU).—  On  Doonass,  Mr.  H.  Hodges 
killed,  May  26,  one  salmon,  131b. ;  27th,  two  salmon,  111b. 
and  15}lb.;  28th,  one  salmon  161b.,  and  one  peal,  241b. ;  29th,  one 
peal,  2Jlb.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  H.  C.  Lewis  killed,  31st,  one  salmon, 
71b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed,  27th,  one  salmon, 
181b.;  29th,  one  salmon,  9lb.  On  the  same  water,  Mrs.  Jones 
killed,  27th,  one  salmon,  201b.  On  N'ewgarden,  Mr.  G.  0.  Williams 
killed,  28th,  one  salmon,  2olb.,  and  one  peal,  31b. ;  29th,  one 
peel,  41b.  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  Astley,  Creswick,  killed, 
June  1,  one  salmon,  33ilb.  On  the  Castle  fishery,  Mr.  E.  T. 
Ingham  killed.  May  27,  one  salmon,  9Hb.  On  the  Exinagh  water, 
Mr.  Vansittart  killed,  26th,  one  salmon,  91b.,  and  one  peel,  31b. ; 
27th,  one  salmon,  111b.,  and  one  peel,  41b. ;  June  1,  two  Bglmon, 
81b.  and  141b. — John  Enkioht  and  Son. 

Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Blackwater  and  Its  tributaries  are 
very  low,  and  only  in  the  evenings  can  anything  be  done.  The 
Green  Drake  is  riBing  on  this  stream.  Angling  is  dull  on  the 
Moume,  Strule,  <fec.  There  will  be  no  Ashing  until  a  heavy  flood 
sweeps  the  rivers. — J.  A.  B. 

Waterville  River.— Sport  has  been  good  at  trout  on  the 
free  section,  but  no  aDglers  have  been  out  during  the  week  on  tho 
preserved  or  private  length.    Salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout  have 


been  comiDg  up  in  good  numbers,  and  on  Sunday  quite  a  big 
crowd  assembled  on  the  bridge  to  watch  the  flsh  passing  up. — 
T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.— Salmon  Ashing  has  yielded  pretty- 
good  sport  on  all  the  principal  waters  In  West  Cork  since  the 
advent  of  the  recent  heavy  rains.  The  flsh  took  the  local 
patterns  of  flies  readily  towards  the  evenings.  The  brown  trout 
flsbing  has  yielded  well,  generally  speaking,  but  no  heavy  flsh  of 
this  description  were  landed. — T.  J.  D. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (Mullingar).— Wednesday,  May  26, 
resulted  in  average  good  sport  with  the  May  Fly  fishing,  and 
baskets  in  maDy  cases  totted  up  from  five  to  eighteen  flsh,  and 
running  from  lib.  to  41b.  in  weight.  My  own  take  was  seven 
trout,  lopb.  The  next  day  became  squally,  and  a  regular  gale 
blew  until  the  following  Monday,  sj  that  few  boats  could  venture 
out.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  B.  N.  Talbot  (of  Queen's  County)  had  fix 
trout,  weighing  201b.  Notwithstanding  the  very  bad  weather  the 
season  opened  splendidly  on  Derravaragh,  and  large  baskets  were 
obtained.  Lough  Owel  shows  a  really  magnificent  rise  of  flies, 
and  yesterday  the  lake  was  a  picture  with  rising  flsh,  but  the  day 
fell  calm. — T.  J.  W. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton. — Some  excellent  sport  has  been  had  by  boat 
anglers  during  the  past  week.  A  gentleman,  fishing  off  the  Kemp- 
town  end  (with  lob  worm,  about  a  mile  from  the  shore),  took 
about  two  score  of  plaice  and  a  score  of  silver  whiting  in  the 
course  of  about  two  hours'  fishing,  and  good  takes  of  pout  whiting 
have  also  been  made.  Mackerel  are  also  coming  in,  and  fairly 
good  catches  are  being  made  nightly  by  the  drift  seine  nets  within 
three  miles  of  the  shore. — H. 

Powey  (Cornwall)  — Sea  angling  has  commenced  here  in 
earnest,  and  very  good  sport  is  being  had  with  pollack,  bream, 
cod,  ling,  gurnard,  and  mackerel.  Fish  appear  very  plentiful, 
and  several  yachts  have  arrived. — H. 

Heme  Bay. — The  weather  now  being  fine  and  warm,  good 
catches  of  dabs,  eels,  and  whiting  have  been  taken,  some  boats 
taking  100  in  two  hours. — E.  F.  Wheeler. 

Plymouth. — Sea  fishing  is  improving  all  round  the  coast. 
The  mackerel  are  coming  in  closer  round  the  shore,  and 
large  numbers  have  been  taken.  Many  thousands  have  been 
sent  to  the  foreign  and  London  markets.  It  was  refreshing  for 
me  one  morning  whilst  in  London  to  hear  the  man  crying 
"  Plymouth  mackerel,  six  for  a  shilling."  I  looked  out  of  the 
window  and  saw  on  the  coster's  cart  a  box  of  nice  fresh  looking 
mackerel,  with  the  name  of  George  Whittaker,  Plymouth.  I  felt 
quite  at  home  at  once.,  Pollock  fishing  has  been  greatly 
improving,  and  I  had  a  nice  dish  brought  in  by  my  fisherman  on 
Tuesday.  They  were  caught  at  (he  back  of  Drakes  Island,  on 
the  artificial  bait.  1  he  usual  pouting,  whiting,  and  pier  fishing 
is  attracting  the  attention  of  those  who  cannot  stand  the  motion 
of  the  boat.— William  Heabder  (B.S.A.S.) 


June  9. 


Jingling  flutes 


Amicable  Brothers :  Distribution. 
Cosy  :  Distribution. 
Serapis :  Annual  dinner. 


June  13.—' 
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„  16, 

„  17, 

„  20, 

„  20, 


20, 
20, 
20, 
20, 
20, 
20, 
22, 
25. 
27, 


-Original  Alexandra :  Annual  dinner. 
-Second  Surrey :  Visit. 
-Dalston :  Visit. 
-Jubilee  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Stratford  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
-Brompton  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
-West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 
-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 
-Clissold :  Prize  outing,   concert,  and  distri- 
bution. 

-Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
-Lincoln :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
-Mr.  Eldridge's  A.B.S.  competition. 
-Phoenix :  Brake  outing. 

-Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Competition  at  Langley. 

-Rose  and  Crown  :  Outing  to  Langley. 

-North  London  ;  Match. 

-Battersea  United  :  Visit. 

-Allason  United  :  Match  at  Langley. 


Eepotfs  from  Clufrs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Association.— No  meeting  of  Eenting  and 
Preservation  Committee  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening  next  in 
consequence  of  the  holidays. — B.  Ghurnky. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Since  my  last  report  I 
beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  the  receipt  of  £3  4s.  6d.  North 
London,  £1  Royal  Oak,  17s.  4d.  Canning  Town  from  their  dona- 
tion boxes;  10s.  from  A.  Bartlett,  Royal  Oak,  as  a  donation;  5s. 
J.  Jennings,  1896-7,  and  5s.  .1.  Hoare  for  annual  subscriptions; 
The  next  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on  Friday,  June  11,  at 
8.30.— R.  Ghurney. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Tenth  Lea  Competi- 
tion.— Since  my  laBt  report  I  beg  to  acknowledge  with  thanks 
the  receipt  of  the  following  sums :  Duke  of  Norfolk,  19s. ; 
Bermondpey  Brothers,  6s. ;  Foley,  10s. — S.  Malby. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— Special  business 
will  be  transacted  on  Wednesday,  the  9th  inst.  It  is  hoped  that 
all  members  will  make  a  point  of  attending. — Ben. 

Amicable  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Bald-faced  Stag, 
Worship-street,  Fmsbury.— On  May  26  our  forty-third  annual 
supper  waB  a  great  success.  After  the  cloth  was  removed,  and 
the  usual  loyal  toast  had  been  duly  honoured,  Mr.  Lee,  being  in 
excellent  voice,  delighted  us  with  sevoral  of  his  classic  renderings, 
both  vocal  and  instrumental,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Medcalf,  Harris, 
Harding,  Robinson,  F.  and  W.  Chapman,  Hutchins,  sen., 
Hutchins,  jun.,  &c,  till  "Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  to  a  close  one 
of  the  most  enjoyable  evenings  we  have  ever  experienced.  The  new 
privilege  tickets  are  now  ready. — T.  G.  Hutchink. 

Amicable  Excelsior  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur, 
Arthur-street,  Battersea.— On  Monday  last  was  our  seventh 
annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes,  when  thirty-six  mem- 
bers and  friends  sat  down  to  do  justice  to  the  handsome  spread 


placed  upon  the  table  by  our  worthy  host  and  hostess.  After 
supper  harmony  was  the  order:  The  chair  was  filled  by  H. 
Lovett,  faced  by  Mr.  Morris,  and  Mr.  H  Turff  officiated  at  the 
piano.  Some  good  talent  was  rendered  by  the  following:  Messrs. 
H.  Turff,  J.  Rich,  H.  Lovett,  G.  Taylor,  F.  Fairelough,  Sailor, 
G.  Rich,  &c.    The  successful  prize  winners  were  as  follows 

D.  Cooper,  H.  Lovett,  J.  Blyth,  J.  Bouquit,  H.  Davis,  J.  Rich, 
F.  Fairelough,  A.  Blyth,  H.  Turff,  R.  Morris,  G.  Rich.  On 
the  finish  of  the  prize  list  the  chairman  proposed  a  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  donors,  when  harmony  was  once  more  indulged  in, 
until  we  wtra  reminded  of  the  clock,  when  the  usual  toasts  were 
drunk,  winding  up  a  very  pleasant  evening. — J.  R. 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'OyleyArms,  Marlborough- 
road,  Chelsea,  S.W. — At  a  special  meeting,  held  this  evening 
(June  2),  it  was  arranged  that  a  smoking  concert  take  place  on 
Wednesday,  June  16,  at  8.30,  when  the  prizes  won  last  season 
will  be  presented-,  and  that  the  annual  dinner  be  postponed  till  the 
first  Wednesday  in  October.  We  shall  be  very  pleased  to  see  any 
brother  anglers  who  would  care  to  come  to  the  smoker  on  the 
16th  inst. — H.  R. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mowlem 
street,  Bishop-road,  Cainbridge  Heath. — This  progressive  East 
London  society  held  their  second  annual  supper  on  June  1,  at 
headquarters,  The  Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  on  which  occasion 
the  host,  Mr.  Ben  Williams,  put  a  choice  menu  'on  the  table,  and 
the  supper  was  served  in  his  best  style.  During  the  evening  the 
usual  toasts  were  duly  proposed,  and  for  the  prize  list  for  the 
coming  season  close  on  £20  was  promised.  As  stewards  Mr. 
Hubbard  (the  secretary)  and  Mr.  Selby  were  most  assiduous  in 
looking  after  the  company;  and  Mr.  Heapy  made  an  excellent  * 
pianoforte  accompanist.  During  the  season  the  club  members 
had  weighed-in  many  fine  specimen  fish,  notably  a  bream  of 
51b.  13ioz.— R.  A.  H. 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Windmill, 
Clapham  Park-road,  S.W. — At  our  last  meeting  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  season  took  place,  and  it  was  unanimously 
agreed  that  no  alteration  should  take  place  from  last  year.  Mr. 
Wade  honoured  us  with  his  presence  during  the  evening  and 
collected  17s.  6d.  from  the  T.A.P.S.  box.  Members  are  all 
requested  to  attend  next  meeting,  to  enable  us  to  complete  the  list 
for  privilege  tickets. — S.  Violet. 

Clissold  Angling  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Northwold- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.— On  June  20  members  fish  for  four 
prizes,  open,  and  on  Monday,  June  21,  we  hold  a  smoking  concert 
and  distribution  of  prizes.  Will  members  and  friends  who  have 
promised  prires  kindly  forward  same  as  soon  as  possible  ? — 

E.  J.  M. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Eensal-road.— On  the  29th  inst. 
this  society  held  a  concert  on  behalf  of  the  A.B.S. ,  when  th?  large 
hall  was  nearly  filled.  The  following artistesobliged :  Miss  Kattie 
Richardson,  Miss  Cissy  Clark,  Miss  Ada  Victor,  Miss  Nellie 
Burns,  Mr.  Carl  Crannis,  the  great  ventriloquist ;  the  Dunns,  in 
their  acrobatic  feats ;  Dick  Evans,  Osborne,  Sid  Bandon,  Charles 
Dilroy,  M.  Val  Aylmer,  G.  Wilson,  Fred  Reynolds,  arid  Charles 
Sansom.  Secretary  Twyman  and  all  concerned  deserve  the 
highest  praise  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  the  programme 
was  carried  out. — Ben. 

Crown  and  Buckland  Piscatorial  Society,  Middlesex 
Arms,  35,  Clerkenwell-green,  E.C.— I  have  received  the  list  for 
application  for  privilege  and  A.B.S.  tickets.  Will  members 
give  in  their  names  at  once  ?  I  also  beg  to  remind  members  that 
no  tickets  will  be  sent  for  unless  paid  for  at  the  time  of  applica- 
tion. I  hope  the  members  will  try  to  assist  me  in  sending  for 
them  at  once,  to  save  trouble  and  postage.— G.  H.  Franklin. 

Dalston  Angling  Society,  Brownlow  Arms,  Brownlow- 
street,  Dalston. — On  June  1  there  was  a  very  fair  attendance. 
The  revision  of  rules  was  resumed  and  finished.  Members  are 
requested  to  attend,  as  some  very  important  alterations  have 
been  made.  It  was  also  decided  that  on  Jane  8  the  society  would 
not  meet.  Members  requiring  privilege  tickets  must  let  the 
secretary  know  immediately.  Secretaries  please  note  that  our 
return  visit  will  take  place  on  June  15. — S.  Malby, 

Good  Intent  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church-Btreet, 
Shoreditch.  —  We  had  a  most  successful  gathering  June  1, 
at  our  distribution  of  prizes.  The  chief  winners  were :  J. 
Whitmore,  D.  Flint,  Oliver  Wade,  Maybury,  Sampson, 
Bowker,  Loyd,  and  Hurle.  Our  chairman,  Mr.  J.  Williams' 
appealed  for  prizes  for  the  coming  season,  and  was 
handsomely  responded  to  by  the  members,  forty  prizes  being 
offered,  our  host  starting  the  list  with  £2  10s. ;  our  chairman, 
£2  2s. ;  all  the  others  from  £1  Is.  to  10s.  6d.  Our  host  and  chair- 
man's health  were  drunk,  concluding  one  of  our  most  successful 
gatherings.    Three  nominations  were  booked. — R.  Murphy. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Masons'- 
avenue,  Coleman-street,  E.C. — Mr.  C.  S.  Bentley  occupied  the 
chair  last  Tuesday,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  business  was 
got  through.  Mr.  F.  Page  was  unanimously  elected  a  member. 
A  telegram  was  received  from  Mr.  E.  F.  Goodwin,  stating  that  he 
and  Mr.  Alex.  Wright  had  caught  thirteen  trout,  weighing  12£lb., 
at  Lochleven.  A  suitable  piece  of  water  was  mentioned,  and 
Mr.  Parker  volunteered  to  go  down  to  see  it  and  report  on  it. 
During  the  evening  Mr.  E.  J.  Chambers  was  presented  with  the 
challenge  cup,  won  by  him  for  the  greatest  number  of  leading 
specimen  flsh.  In  consequence  of  the  recent  severe  illness  of  Dr. 
Brunton,  he  will  be  prevented  from  reading  his  paper  on  the  15th 
inst.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  he  is  now  rapidly 
approaching  convalescence.  There  will  be  no  meeting  next 
Tuesday. — E.  C.  C. 

Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown,  Brick- 
lane,  Bethnal  Green. — At  last  meeting  Mr.  Seal  was  made  a 
working  member,  also  Mr.  Judge.  Mr.  Durell  and  Mr.  Muckley 
were  elected  members  — C.  Smith. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road. — At  our  distribution  of  prizes  and  concert  Mf. 
Ferguson  took  the  chair;  Mr.  Cuthbert,  vice;  and  pianist,  Mr. 
Phil.ips.  During  the  evening  some  excellent  songs  were  given, 
and  after  the  prizes  were  presented  the  new  list  was  headed  by 
our  host  and  hostess.— J.  H.  Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's  Head, 
Mansflold-strcet,  Kingsland- road.— There  are  three  special  prizos 
to  be  competed  for  on  the  16th  inst.,  on  the  Stort,  between  Burnt 
Mill  and  Sawbridgesworth ;  all  to  flsh  from  the  towing-path. 
There  are  also  three  specials  to  bo  fished  for  on  June  20  at 
Yalding.— H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Winchester- 
street,  Pontonville. — On  Wednesday  wo  had  a  good  attendance. 
Our  first  outing  will  take  place  at  Amberley  on  June  20,  for  a 
number  of  prizes.  Particulars  next  week.  Mr.  Webbor  and  Mr. 
H.  More  were  elected  working  mombors  ;  Mr.  Lambert,  and  Mr. 
Packer,  honorary  members ;  and  Mr.  W.  Caley  was  proposed  a 
working  member,  to  be  balloted  next  week. — W.  Watlino. 

Liverpool  Angling  Association.— There  appears  every 
prospect  of  the  weather  being  favourable  for  tho  Wlutsuntido 
holidays,  as  thero  has  been  a  fall  of  rain,  which  will  have  put  the 
Btreams  in  this  neighbourhood  in  nice  volume— that  is,  if  thero 
comes  no  more.  Visitors  to  the  Dee,  Alyn,  Vyrawy,  and  Tanat, 
should  have  a  good  time,  and  should  look  forward  hopefully  to 
tho  likelihood  of  fair  sport  in  those  waters.  I  havo  a  letter  from 
tho  water  engineor  hero,  stating  that  it  has  been  practically 
decided  to  do  something  in  the  diroction  of  stocking  with  trout 
the  Rivington  Reservoirs  ia  tho  course  of  this  year.  If  two-year- 
olds  be  obtained,  as  I  have  advised,  these  waters  will  be  well 
worth  fishing  in  tho  futuro,  especially  if  punts  are  also  provided. 
— Ru.  Woolfall. 
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Original  Alexandra  Angling-  Society,  Prince  Albert, 

Mape-street,  Bethnal  Groen-road.— Our  annual  distribution  took 
place  on  May  27,  when  sixty-three  prizes  were  handed  over.  Mr 
B.  Preston  was  first,  with  1861b.  8±oz.  roach;  Mr.  W.  Poore 
srcond,  with  1081b.  loz.;  Mr.  Sorrow,  third,  with  7'ilb.  !>joz.;  Mr.' 
A.  Downs,  las.  for  largest  jack,  weight  171b.  12oz.  We  had  seven 
outings  during  the  season.  £34  in  money,  clocks,  watches, 
carpots,rods,  tackle,  etc,  was  distributed, and  a  very  enjoyable  even- 
ing was  spent ;  Mr.  H.  White,  pianist.  We  hive  thirty-five  prizes 
up  to  present  time  booked  for  the  coming  season.  Members 
please  attend  on  Thursday  next,  as  business  of  importance  has  to 
be  gone  into. — E.  Bkockett. 

Perth  Club  Competition  (Loch.  Leven).— The  Perth 
Club  competed,  when  nine  competitors  captured  a  total  of  fifty- 
two  trout,  321b.  Hoz.    Prize-winners :  First,  Mr.  J.  Rutherford 
mne  trout,  81b.  ;Jiz  ;    second,  Mr.  J.  Proudfoot.  ten  trout' 
Sib.  lHoz. ;  third,  Mr.  G.  D.  Malloch,  ten  trout,  51b.  '>toz  •  fourth 
Mr.  J.  Hutchison,  seven  trouf,  31b.  lo£oz  ;  fifth,  Mr.  j.  S.'  Mowat' 
five  trout,  31b.  3oz.  ;  sixth  (for  heaviest  trout),  Mr.  D.  Y.  Proud 
foot,  one  trout,  lib.  lOoz.  Best  fished  boat  in  the  club:  Messrs  J 
Rutherford  and  B.  Butter,  thirteen  trout,  101b    3oz  Private 
parties:  Mr.  A.  Finch,  Tarpit  Mill,  Coupar,  fourteen  trout 
141b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Morrison,  Glasgow,  twelve  trout,  81b  8oz  ■  Mr' 
Mackenzie,  Edinburgh,  seventeen  trout,  131b.  8oz  ;  Mr  Hor'sfall 
Durham,  thirteen  trout,  81b.  12oz. ;  Mr.  Black,  Tayport,  fourteen 
trout,  81b.  12oz.;  Mr.  Ogilvy,  Arndean,  eleven  trout,  101b 
.Tp,hoenisL  4n?Un?  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N.  W.— At  the  brake  outing  to  Harefleld  on  June  20  four  prizes  are 
to  be  fished  for;  one  rod;  canal  only.   Prizes  not  won  to  betished 
for  (roving)  J ubilee  day.    Friends  who  are  going  please  give  their 
names  111  at  once.    Mr.  Forster  provides  luncheon,  Is.  •  brakes 
7.30  sharp,  3s. — B.  C. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling-  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Church-street,  Edgware-road.— We  had  a  numerous  attendance  on 
Monday  evening,  when  there  was  a  lot  of  business  discussed 
Among  them  was  the  question  of  a  Jubilee  outing  on  the  opening 
Sanday,  and  a  good  start  was  made.  Members  fishing  Langley 
this  forthcoming  season,  will  find  every  convenience  at  the  Crown 
Ipn,  held  by  our  bailiff  of  that  water,  Mr.  Wilkinson.— W  B 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling-  Society,  Hareourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone-road.— We  have  made  a  stirt  in 
our  new  house,  and  it  bids  fair  to  become  once  more  a  good 
society.  I  must  ask  the  members  to  attend  on  the  14th  inst  as 
we  have  new  members  to  enrol  and  outings  to  arrange.  Our  first 
outing  will  take  place  at  Langley  on  June  20.  We  have  room  for 
a  few  good  working  members. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms  Hotel 
Biteman-street,  Soho.— Last  meeting  we  were  fairly  attended 
and  got  through  a  deal  of  business,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  adding 
Mr.  A.  Spielman  to  our  list  of  members.  We  have  an  excellent 
prize  list  for  the  coming  season,  and  hope  to  see  members  turn  up 
so  as  to  arrange  about  the  fishing  for  them.— J.  Gibbons 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun,  Boniface 
street,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— The  next  visit  on  the  S.  L  U  A  V 
list  takeB  place  at  above  society  on  June  15,  when  all  anglers  are 
invited.  I  wish  to  inform  members  that  next  Wednesday  is 
quarterly  night,  and  should  like  to  see  a  good  muster  — W 
Anstey. 

S:ratford  Angling  Society  (late  Great  Eastern),  Dorset 
A'ms,  L*yton-road,  Stratford  New  Town.— Will  members  please 
note  that  the  distribution  of  prizes  and  concert  takes 
place  on  Tuesday,  June  15,  not  the  16th,  as  published  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Gazelle'!  At  our  last  meeting  we  elected  four  honorary 
members. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith,  W.  —  We  had  a  large  attendance  of 
members  on  Tuesday  last.  During  the  evening  four  more  new 
membene  wore  introduced:  Messrs.  Knight,  T.  Gillett  W  T 
Bridgen,  and  J.  Burrows,  and  very  busy  evening  passed  rules 
and  other  business  settled  satisfactorily.  All  members  are 
requested  to  be  here  next  Tuesday,  June  8,  to  arrange  the 
Jubilee  brake  outing.  Starting  midnight  Saturday  June  19  — 
E.  J.  Jennings. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess  Victoria, 
Kobert-street,  Hampstead-road,  N.W.— On  July  4  we  have  an 
outing  to  Harefleld  by  brake.  Anyone  wishing  to  go  apply  to  me 
or  at  c'ubhouse.  Hope  to  see  all  members  on  Wednesday  next 
quarterly  night. — T.  AUSTIN. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— Our  meeting  of  Tuesday  was  well  attended.  Mr 
J .  Clayton,  jun.,  balloted  for  and  duly  elected.  Another  new  member 
was  nominated  (Mr.  H  Walton),  and  we  still  have  vacancies  for 
more.  Gentlemen  joining  in  the  fence  months  become  free  by 
June  15.  Honorary  members,  5s.  per  annum,  including  privilege 
ticket.  The  above  club  is  close  to  Vauxhall  Sta'ion  (L.  and 
S.  W.B  ). — H.  C. 

Walham  Green  and  Chelsea  AngUng  Society,  Black 
Bull,  Fulham-road.  —  On  Wednesday  we  had  a  well-attended 
meeting.  Mr.  Albert  Bool  was  elected  a  working  member.  We 
have  a  brake  outing  on  July  4  to  Walton.  Members  are  requested 
to-give  their  names  to  the  secretary  early^-C.  WAKE. 

Walworth  Waltonians'  Angling  Society,  St.  Paul's 
Tavern,  WestmorUnd-roart,  Walvvo-th,  S.E.  —  At  a  general 
meeting  held  here  on  Wednesday  the  foUowing  officers  were 
elected  to  serve  for  the  ensuing  season :  Chairman,  Mr.  A. 
Piolaine;  vice,  Mr.  J.  H.  Bisdon ;  committee,  Messrs  J  Brunker 
C.  Pearson,  B.  Catford,  W.  H.  Charter,  W.  Sparrow  and  T 
Feccham;  fecretary,  Mr.  W.  Wray ;  treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Piolaine.' 
Three  new  members  were  elected.— W.  Wray. 

Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  Boebuck  Hotel, 
Bridge-street.— The  sub-committee  have  completed  their  inspection 
of  the  association  water  at  Lymm,  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  the  clearing  operations  to  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the 
close  season  expires.  The  fishing  contest  in  aid  of  the  benevolent 
funds  of  the  association  will  be  fished  on  Saturday,  July  10  at 
EllesmerePurt.— FiiED  J.  Emson. 

West  London  AngUng  Club,  Dartmouth  Castle,  Ham- 
mersmiih.— Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Rutland 
Hotel,  Mall-road,  Hammersmith,  on  Thursday,  June  17,  at  7.30. 
Our  president  (Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore)  will  occupy  the  chair,'  and  the 
distribution  of  prizes  won  in  (he  past  season  will  take  place 
during  the  evening.  Brother  anglers  will  receive  a  cordial 
welcome.— J.  J.  Hunter. 

Woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern, 
Plumstead  road,  Plumstead— A  summoned  meeting  will  be  held 
on  Wednesday,  !)th  inst.,  to  discuss  and  alter  rules.  Every  mem- 
ber is  urged  to  be  present  at  this  meeting,  so  as  to  have  no  com- 
plaints at  any  alteration  which  may  be  mide.  No  apologies  — 
P.  Smith. 


GOLDEN  BARBEL  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  twenty-eighth  annual  supper  of  the  above  society 
took  place  on  the  1st  inst.  at  the  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Union 
street,  W.  Mr.  Green  taking  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr. 
James,  lhirty-three  Eat  down  to  an  excellent  repast 
supplied  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  well-known  caterer  The 
distribution  of  prizes  followed,  the  most  successful  mem- 
ber being  Mr.  Crow,  firs^,  gross  weight,  2361b.  7oz  and 
?P£"me"  bream :  Mr  Chapman,  secone  gross  weight, 
13/ lb  13foz  ;  Mr.  Bowring,  third,  991b.  43oz. ;  Mr 
Mitchell,  specimen  roach;  Mr.  C.  Glaister,  specimen 
perch;  and  Messrs.  Bailey,  Ellins,  and  Verity  '  The 
harmony  was  aftertvardi  proceeded  with,  Mr.  Harrison 
being  in  the  chair,  Mr.  Aldis  vice-chair.  Among  the 
gentlemen  who  contributed  to  the  great  success  of  this 
por.ion  of  the  programme  were  Messrs.  Harrison,  Aldis 
Weaver  Bean  Webb,  Owen,  Morgan,  Wadham,  Mac 
iredenchs  Chapman,  Bourlet,  Ellins,  Mitchell,  Crow. 
™    w&     '  "i;  Jo?es'.  WQ03e  son«3  were  all  encored! 

i  ,VllhTams'  the  Pianist,  gave  a  clever  musical  sketch, 
and  Mr.  James  a  pathetic  recitation.  An  enjoyable  even- 
ing was  brought  to  a  close  with  "  Auld  lang  Syne  "  The 
members  desire  me  to  tender  their  thanks  to  the  visitors 
and  it  was  very  gratifying  to  see  the  room  filled  with  old 
and  new  friends.  A  large  number  of  prizes  have  been 
given  tor  the  coming  season,  and  it  is  evident  that  the 
change  of  swim"  has  brought  the  Golden  Barbel  on 
feed  again.  j,  G_  Lawfoed 


Me.  P.  H.  Amphlett  requests  the  insertion  of  the 
following:  '1  should  feel  much  obliged  to  those  club 
secretaries  who  would  favour  me  with  a  postcard  stating 
whether  or  no  it  is  the  practice  of  the  club  to  allow  its 
members  to  take  a  prize  in  their  club  and  to  weigh  the 
same  fish  into  another  club  for  a  prize.  Personally,  1  am 
utterly  opposed  to  such  a  proceeding,  and  in  order  to 
indues  some  of  my  friends  to  think  as  I  do,  I  should  like 
to  prove  that  it  is  an  unsportsmanlike  action,  and  is  dis- 
approved by  many  London  angling  clubs.  My  address  is 
47,  High-street,  Kingston-on-Thames." 


WHITSUNTIDE     HOLIDAY  ARRANGE- 
MENTS. 

The  Great  Eastern  Railway  Company  announce 
cheap  excursion  bookings  on  Friday,  June  4,  from  Liver- 
pool-street, &c,  to  Newcastle,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow.  &c  • 
on  Saturday  June  5,  to  Doncaster,  Hull,  Sheffield,  Edwin- 
stowe  (for  the  "Dukeries"),  Chesterfield,  Manchester, 
York,  Scarborough,  Leeds,  Bradford,  Wakefield, Durham, 
JNewcastle,  &c. ;  also  to  the  principal  towns  in  the  counties 
of  Cambridge,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  &c.    A  special  booking 
ofiice  will  be  opened  at  the  Liverpool-street  Station  from 
™%  31ifcomJune  5,  for  the  issue  of  tourist,  fortnightly, 
"rrCajrD     Twfday,  and  other  tickets  to  the  sea-side  and 
liie  Hroads    District,  for  use  on  forward  dates.  Tickets 
may  also  be  obtained  at  the  company's  West  End  booking 
offices  61,  New  Oxford-street ;  215,  Edgware-road;  2  Cock- 
spur-street ;  120,  Brompton-road,  and  at  their  other  City 
and  West  End  offices.    Additional  relieving  trains  will  be 
wnii°n  TFndav  and  Saturday  to  Colchester,  Clacton 
Walton  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Cromer,  Yarmouth,  Lowestoft, 
Cambridge,  Lynn,  &c.    On  Saturday  special  trains  will 
leave  Liverpool-street  at  4.5  p.m.  for  Southend-on-S<=a. 
T    at  1  5o  and  4.10  p.m.  for  Clacton,  Walton,  Ipswich 
Lowestoft,  &c. ;  and  at  10.15  a.m.,  1.55  and  4.10  p.m.  for 
Yarmouth     Also,  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
detained  at  business  until  late  in  the  evening  of  Saturday 
special  midnight  trains  will  leave  Liverpool-street  at 
7  ■ ■  t^P'P*  for  Norwicli,  via  Cambridge,  and  at  12.25 
(night)  for  Norwich,  Yarmouth,  and  Lowestoft,  via 
Ipswich,  calling  at  the  principal  intermediate  stations.  On 
Bank  Holiday  excursion  trains  will  be  run  from  Liverpool- 
street  and  Fenchurch-street,  via  Shenfield,  to  Southend- 
on-hea  and  Burnham-on-Crouch  ;  from  Liverpool-street,  to 
C  acton,  Walton,  Harwich,  Yarmouth,  Cambridge,  and 
Lly ;  and  from  St.  Pancras,  to  Yarmouth,  Cambridge,  and 
LIy._  Excursion  tickets  will  be  issued  by  all  trains  to 
lipping  Forest,  Broxbourne,  and  Rye  Hou*e.   A  special 
service  of  trains  will  be  run  at  frequent  intervals  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  and  Gospel  Oak  to 
nPP™£  ^°mest'  and  from  Liverpool-street  to  Rye  House. 
Un  Whit  Tuesday  a  special  early  train  will  be  run  from 
Yarmouth  Lowestoft,  Ipswich,  &c,  due  at  Liverpool- 
street  at  8  22  a.m.    For  the  convenience  of  visitors  to  the 
Brussels  Exhibition,  cheap  tickets,  available  for  a  week 
will  be  issued  via,  Harwich  and  Antwerp.    The  Great 
Eastern  Railway  Company's  Brussels  service  has  been 
accelerated,  and  passengers  leaving  London  in  the  evening 
and  the  North  and  Midlands  in  the  afternoon  reach  Brussels 
next  mornm?,  after  a  comfortable  night's  rest  on  board  the 
steamer.   For  visiting  the  Hague,  Amsterdam,  and  other 
P°i  ?>?,'  Hi.ollaDd.'  the  RhiDe,  North  and  South  Germany, 
and  Bale,  for  Switzerland,  special  facilities  are  offered  via 
the  Company  s  Harwjch-Hook  of  Holland  route,  through 
corridor   carnages  being  run  to  Amsterdam,  Berlin, 
Cologne,  and  Bale  from  the  Hook  of  Holland. 

The  South-Eastern  Railway  Company  have  arranged 
cheap  excursions  on  Whit-Sunday  and  Whit-Monday  to 
Tunbndgo  Wells,  Hastings,  Ashford,  Canterbury,  Deal, 
Walmer,  Ramsgate,  Margate,  Hythe.  Sandgate,  Folke- 
stone, Dover,  Gravesend,  Rochester,  Chatham,  Sheerness, 
from  Charing-cross,  Waterloo,  Cannon-street,  London 
Hridge,  and  New  Cross.  Cheap  excursions  to  Aldershot 
will  be  run  on  Whit-Sunday  and  Wbit-Monday  from  Lon- 
don stations  but  not  from  New  Cross.  Special  trains 
will  run  to  Hayes,  Blackheath  Greenwich,  Gravesend  (for 
Rosherville  Gardens),  &c.  The  cheap  Fiiday,  Saturday, 
or  Sunday  to  Monday  tickets  to  the  seaside,  issued  on 
June  4,  5,  or  6,  will  be  available  (for  the  return  journey 
on  Wednesday,  June  9.  The  Continental  services 
win  be  as  usual.  Intending  passengers  to  Tunbridge 
«  **  .£a^terJ)ury>  and  seaside  stations  will  find 
the  facilities  for  collection  and  delivery  of  luggage 
in  advance  economical  and  expediti,  us.  Tickets  avail- 
able t)  return  by  certain  trains  on  eighth,  tenth,  fifteenth 
or  seventeenth  day  are  issued  on  Saturday,  June  5,  and 
every  Saturday  during  the  season,  to  Hastings  and  St. 
Leonards,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  9.22  a.m.  and 
l-i.40p.rn  also  to  Hythe  and  Sandgate  every  Saturday, 
leaving  Ghanng  Cross  at  8  a.m.  and  12.20  p.m.,  calling  at 
Waterloo.  Gannon-street,  and  London  Bridge.  The 
Continental  excursions  are  as  follows:  An  excursion  to 


Boulogne,  leaving  Charing  Cross  at  2.45  p.m.  on  Saturday, 
June  5,  calling  at  Cannon-street  and  London  Bridge,  and 
returning  at  4.30  p.m.  on  Whit-Monday.    Cheap  tickets 
to  Boulogne  will  be  issued  on  June  4,  5,  and  6,  leaving 
ChariDg  Cross  at  10  a.m.  and  2.45  p.m.,  and  Cannon- 
street  at  2.50  p.m.;   also  at  9.35   p.m.  on  June  4. 
On  Whit-Monday  a    cheap   excursion  leaves  Charing 
Cross  at  10  a.m.,  returning  from  Boulogne  at  7.60  p.m. 
same  day,  or  12  30  a.m.  following  morning.  Cheap 
rickets  to  Paris  will  be  issued,  h  aviug  Charing  Cross  and 
Cannon-street  at  9  a.m.  (10  a.m.  from  Charing  Ckps 
only)  on  Saturday,  June  5.    Cheap  tickets  will  also  be 
issued,  leaving  Charing   Cross   and  Cannon-street  at 
2.45  p.m.  and  9  p.m.,  June  3  to  7.    Tickets  are  available 
tor  fourteen  days.    A  cheap  excursion  will  be  run  to  Calais 
and  back  on  Whit  Monday,  leaving  Charing  Cross  and 
Cannon-street  at  9  a.m. ;  returning  same  day  at  1.10  p  m. 
and  3.45  p.m.;  or  1.30  a  m.  following  morning.  Cheap 
tickets  to  Calais  will  be  issued  on  June  4,  5,  and  6,  Charing 
Cross  and  Cannon-street,  depart  9  a.m.  and  9  p.m. ;  re- 
turning up  to  1.30  a.m.  service  on  Thursday,  June  10. 
Cheap  tickets  will  also  be  issued  to  Calais  on  Saturday, 
June  o  ;  Charing  Cross  and  Cannon-street,  depart  9  a.m. ; 
returning  at  1.30  a.m.  on  Tuesday,  June  8. 

The  London  and  North- Western  Company  announces 
that  on  Friday  a  special  train  will  leave  Euston  Station  at 
1.20  p.m.  for  Llandudno,  Holyhead,  and  Welshpool.  On 
Saturday  special  trains  will  leave  Euston  at  1.20  p.m.  for 
Llandudno,  Holyhead,  and  Welshpool ;  a  special  expres3 
tram  will  alsj  leave  Euston  Station  for  Birmingham  at 
4.25  p.m.,  calling  at  Northampton  and  Stechford  only. 
Un  Sunday,  June  6,  special  trains  will  leave  Euston  at 
8.0O   a.m.    for    Harrow,    Walford,    King's  Langley, 
Boxrnoor,  Berkhampstead,  Tring,  Cheddington,  Leigh- 
ton,  and  Bletchl^y,  and  at  2.25  p.m.  for  Watford, 
^"S* Langley,  Boxrnoor,  Berkhampstead,  and  Tring. 
On    Whit    Monday,  June   7,  the    12  noon,  4  p.m., 
and  5.30  p.m.  trains  from  Euston  will  leave  at  12  10 
noon,    4.10.   p  m.,   and   5.35  p.m.    respectively;  the 
4.30  p.m.  train  from  Euston  will  not  run.  Passengers 
will  be  be  conveyed  by  the  5  p.m.,  except  those  for  Peter- 
borough, Market  Harborough,  Melton  Mowbray,  Notting- 
ham, and  the  Great  Northern  line,  who,  on  this  date,  will 
travel  by  the  3  p.m.  train  from  Euston.    The  Company 
will  also  run  excursions  to  and  from  London,  Birmingham, 
Wolverhampton,  Leamington,  Coventry,  Walsall,  Leicester, 
^acclesfield,  Stoke,  Stone,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Chester, 
Worth  Wales  and  the  Cambrian  Line,  Shrewsbury,  Here- 
ford, Oswestry,  Preston,  Wigan,  Blackpool,  Morecambe, 
Carlisle,  the  English  Lake  District,  &c.    Excursion  trains 
will  leave  London  and  other  principal  towns  for  Scotland 
and  Ireland  for  the  Whitsun  holiday  week. 

The  London  and  South- Western  Railway  Company 
announce  that  special  extra  trains  will  leave  Waterloo  011 
June  5,  at  2.5  p.m.,  express  for  Christchuroh  and  Bourne- 
mouth, at  3  p.m.  for  Camelford,  Delabole,  Wadebridga, 
and  Bodmin,  and  at  5.50  p.m.  for  Barnstaple,  Ilfracombe, 
and  Bideford,  also  to  stations  on  the  Sidmouth  branch. 
Cheap  excursions  will  leave  Waterloo,  &t\,  on  Saturday, 
June  5,  at  8  a.m.  for  Plymouth,  South  and  North  Devon, 
&c. ;  at  8!20  a.m.  for  Andover.  Salisbury,  Seaton,  Sid- 
mouth, Budleigh  Salterton,  Marlborough,  Swindon,  Ciren- 
cester, Cheltenham,  &c  ;  at  8.20  a.m.  and  1  p.m.  to 
Bath,  Burnham,  Bridgwater,  Shepton  Mallet,  Radstock, 
Wmcanton,  &c. ;  at  10.10  a.m.  andlp  m.  for  Winchester, 
Southampton,  New  Forest,lBournemouth,  &c. ;  at  1  p.m. 
for  Dorchester,  Weymouth,  &c.    Four  days?  excursion  at 
11.55  a.m.  to  Petersfield,  Portsmouth,  &c,  at  1  p.m. 
to  Midhurst  and  stations  in  the  Isle  of  Wight.  At 
3.10  p.m.  to  Lymington,  Newpoit,  Cowes,  Yarmouth,  &c. 
At  3.40  p.m.  to  Ryde,  Sandown,  and  Ventnor.  At 
6.40  p.m.  for  Southampton,  Winchester,  Gosport  Salis- 
bury, Romsey,  &c.    Day  excursions  at  reduced  fares  from 
Waterloo  on  Whit-Sunday,  at  8.10  a.m.  for  Southampton 
(West),  New  Forest,  and  Bournemouth;  at  8.45  a.m. 
for  Portsmouth,  Ryde,  &c. ;  at  9  a.m.  for  Aldershot  and 
Farnham  ;  and  at  10.15  a.m.  for  Cowes.    On  Whit-Monday 
at  6.30  a.m.  sp3cial  trip  for  Seaton,  Sidmouth,  and  Ex- 
mouth  ;  at  6.56  a.m.  for  Portsmouth,  Southampton  (trips 
round  the  Isle  of  Wight  iu  connection),  Gosport,  Winches- 
ter, Salisbury,  Romsey,  &c.  ;  at  7.20  a.m.  for  Haslemere, 
Petersfield,  Midhurst,  and  Havant  ;  at  7.30  a.m.  for 
Bournemouth  direct ;  at  7.40  and  8.15  a.m.  for  Lyndhuret 
Road,  Brockenhurst  (for  the  New  Forest),  Christchurch, 
and  Bournemouth. 

The  Great  Western  Railway  Company  announce  that  a 
fast  excursion  train  for  the  West  of  England  will  leavo 
Paddington  at  7.55  a.m.  on  Saturday,  June  ;">,  reaching 
Exeter  in  6J  hours  and  Plymouth  in  7J  hours,  and  excur- 
sions will  alsi  be  run  to  Bath,  Bristol,  Lynton,  Lyu- 
mouth,  Dorchester,  Weymouth,  Worcester,  Malvern, 
Gloucester,  Cheltenham,  Hereford,  Newport,  Cardiff, 
Swansea,  Oxford,  LeamiDgton,  Birmingham,  Wol- 
verhampton, Shrewsbury,  Chester,  Liverpool,  Douglas 
(Isle  of  Man),  Manchester,  Aberystwith,  Barmouth, 
Llandudno,  &c.  Cheap  return  tickets  will  also  be  issued 
to  Guernsey  and  Jersey.  On  Whit-Sunday  a  cheap  train 
will  run  to  Swindon,  Cirencester,  Stroud,  Gloucester, 
Cheltenham,  Ac,  leaving  Paddington  at  8.35  a.m.  At 
midnight  on  Sunday  011  excursion  for  one,  four,  or  rix 
days  will  leave  Paddington  for  Oxford,  Birmingham 
Wolverhampton,  Ac.  On  the  Bank  Holiday  cheap  trains 
will  be  run  to  Reading  Swindon,  Gloucester,  Ch  Itenham, 
Bath,  Bristol,  &o  and  on  Whit-Tuesday  an  express  half- 
day  excursion  will  bo  run  to  Oxford,  Leamington,  and 
Stratford-on-Avon.   

On  the  Brighton  and  South  Coast  Railway  the  avail- 
ability of  tho  special  cheap  week  end  tickets  issued  on 
Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  next  to  the  seasido  will 
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be  extended  for  return  up  to  and  including  Wednes- 
day, June  9.  On  Whit  Sunday  and  Monday  day  trips 
at  greatly  reduced  excursion  fares  will  be  run  from 
London  to  Brighton,  Hove,  Worthing,  Midhurst, 
Portsmouth,  the  Isle  of  Wight,  Lewes,  Tunbridge 
Wells,  Seaford,  Eastbourne,  Bexhill,  St.  Leonards, 
and  Hastings.  Extia  trains  will  be  run  from  London, 
as  required  by  the  traffic,  to  the  Crystal  Palace, 
Victorian  Loan  Exhibition,  and  Horse  Show  on  Whit- 
Monday,  Tuesday,  and  following  days,  returning  in  the 
evening  at  frequent  intervals.  Special  Saturday  to 
Tuesday  tickets  will  be  issued  from  London  to  Ports- 
mouth, Southsea,  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.  On  Whit- 
Tuesday,  cheap  day  trips  will  be  run  from  London  to 
Brighton,  Hove,  and  Worthing. 


The  Brighton  Railway  Company  are  announcing  that 
by  their  Newhaven,  Dieppe,  and  Bouen  route  to  Paris 
and  the  Continent,  a  special  fourteen-day  excursion  to 
Paris  will  be  run  from  London  by  the  Special  Express 
day  service  on  Saturday  morning,  June  5,  and  also 
by  the  express  night  service  on  Thursday,  Friday,  Satur- 
day, Sunday,  and  Monday  evenings,  June  3  to  7.  Cheap 
return  tiokets  to  Caen,  for  Normandy  and  Brittany,  will 
also  be  issued  from  London  on  Friday,  and  Saturday, 
June  4  and  5,  by  the  direct  route,  via  Newhaven  and 
Ouistreham,  available  for  return  cu  the  following  Monday, 
Wednesday,  or  on  Friday.  Cheap  return  tickets  to  Dieppe 
will  be  issued  on  Friday,  Saturday,  and  Sunday,  June  4, 5, 
and  6,  available  for  return  on  any  day  up  to  and  including 
the  following  Wednesday. 

The  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway  Company 
will  issue  cheap  return  tickets  to  Margate,  Rams- 
gate,  Deal,  and  Dover,  and  other  places,  available  to 
return  on  or  before  Wednesday,  June  9.  Express 
trains  at  eieursion  fares  will  be  run  on  Whit-Sunday 
and  Monday  to  the  principal  Kentish  watering 
places,  and  also  to  Calais  (by  the  mail  steamers). 
On  Whit-Monday  excursion  tickets  will  also  be 
issued  to  London  and  the  Crystal  Palace,  and  to  the  Earl's 
Court  Exhibition,  from  the  principal  country  stations. 
The  facilities  for  passengers  to  the  Continent  are  this 
year  very  numerous.  A  special  new  feature  will  be  the 
issue  of  first  and  second  class  excursion  tickets  by  the 
9  a.m.  day  service  from  Victoria  and  Holborn  to 
Paris  on  Saturday,  June  5,  available  to  return  by 
the  9  p.m.  mail  service  any  day  within  fourteen 
days  of  the  date  of  issue.  The  Channel  services  are 
now  performed  by  new  fast  boats,  both  day  and 
night.  Other  cheap  tickets  to  the  Ardennes,  also  to 
Brussels  (via  Ostend),  to  Calais,  and  the  principal  towns 
in  Holland,  are  notified.  Those  tourists  desirous  of  visit- 
ing  the  Brussels  Exhibition  can  obtain  return  tickets, 
available  via  Calais  or  Ostend,  at  very  low  rates.  All 
these  t  ckets  enable  the  holder  to  return  on  any  day  within 
the  period  of  validity  by  fast  services,  and  can  be  obtained 
in  advance  at  the  booking  offices,  and  to  suit  the  con- 
venience of  passengers. 

On  the  Midland  Railway  cheap  excursion  trains  will  be 
run  from  London  to  Leicester,  Nottingham,  Newark, 
Lincoln,  Birmingham,  Walsall,  Wolverhampton,  Burton, 
Derby,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Preston,  Wigan,  Blackpool, 
Blackburn,  Bolton,  Oldham,  Sheffield,  Leeds,  Bradford, 
Scarborough,  Newcastle,  and  Furness  District,  Carlisle, 
&c,  cn  Saturday,  June  5,  returning  the  following  Monday, 
Thursday,  or  Saturday,  and  to  Douglas  (Isle  of  Man)  for 
ten  days ;  and  on  Whit-Monday,  June  7,  to  St.  Albans, 
Harpenden,  Luton,  Bedford,  Kettering,  Leicester,  and 
Birmingham,  for  one  day ;  and  to  Manchester,  for  the 
Races,  on  Thursday  (midnight),  June  10,  returning  Satur- 
day, June  12. 


RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Thames  (Penton  Hook).— Mr.  J.  W.  Gomm,  of  Brentford, 
fishing  with  Charles  Hone,  on  Thursday  last,  caught  a  nice  trout 
weighing  4 Jib.,  and  the  same  angler,  on  Monday  last,  at  Bray 
weir,  got  one  of  31b.,  making  twenty-two  trout  he  has  caught  this 
Beason. — B. 

Ballynahlnch  Fishery.— We  now  have  a  spiing  tide,  and 
the  first  run  of  peal  has  appeared.  We  also  have  had  a  slight 
rise  of  water,  which  was  really  wanted.  Weather  improved 
generally  in  a  fishing  sens?. — Walter  Blackadder. 

Darenth  (Farningham  and  Eynsford).— The  past  week 
has  been  the  best  this  season.  Many  good  fish  have  been  taken, 
both  at  Farningham  and  Eynsford.  The  largest  I  heard  of  was 
21b.,  and  I  had  two  brace  one  afternoon,  which  weighed  41b.  10oz., 
besides  many  smaller.  I  had  also  eight  brace  in  two  afternoons 
on  the  Lion,  mostly  sizeable  fish,  and  one  or  two  of  over  fib.  The 
best  fish  took  small  flies,  though  May  Fly  was  on.  There  is  a 
good  proppect  of  further  sport,  as  water  is  plentiful.— J.  P.  T- 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  Hay  Fly  is  net  jet  on, 
but  the  first  few  odd  flies  have  appeared  on  the  lower  lengths  of 
the  river.  They  will  be  on  in  full  by  the  usual  time,  i.e.,  the  6th 
or  8th  of  June.  Fish  are  rising  wellat  the  adder,  and  the  Hire's 
Ear  is  also  proving  killing. — D.  AND  W.  H.  FOSTER. 

Salutation  Hotel  (Carsphairn). — Good  Ashing  is  being 
had  in  the  Deugh  and  tributaries.  On  Monday,  Mr.  Kerr,  from 
Ayr,  and  Mr.  McTaggart,  from  Glasgow,  caught  a  total  of  six 
dozen  and  nine  trout.  On  Tuesday,  M>  ssrs.  Clark  and  Wykes, 
from  London,  out  fiom  the  Salutation  Hotel,  fished  in  the  Deugh, 
and  had  Ave  doz<  n  and  four  trout.  On  Wednesday,  the  same 
pirty  again  had  six  dozjn  and  two. 

Teme  (Tenbury,  Swan  Hotel).— Last  week  there  were 
several  nice  baskets  of  Ash  taken  by  visitors  staying  at  the  Swan 
Hotel;  each  basket  averaged  91b.  AUo  three  trout  in  excellent 
condition  were  taken  by  a  Birmingham  gentleman  weighing 3.41b. 
—A.  H. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— Duiing  the iaBt  week 
Ay  fishing  has  been  only  moceiate,  three  gentlemen  on  Saturday 
Ashing  the  Darlcjdale£lub  watsr  with  little  success.  There  are 
a  lumber  of  anglers  about,  bothen  the  Chatsworth  fishery,  and 
also  on  the  Wye  river.  As  the  May  Fly  Is  out  strong  on  both 
Btreams,  yesterday  (Wednesday)  fish  were  taking  them  fairly 
well.   Some  good  fish  have  been  landed  from  the  Matlock  and 


Cromford  Angling  Association's  water.  Mr.  Davenport  obtained 
a  brace  of  very  nice  flsb,  one  of  these  lib.  7oz.  ;  two  or  three  others 
also  landed  several  good  fish.  The  following  flies  will  be  useful : 
May  Fly,  Yellow  Dun,  Dotterel],  Ash  Dun,  and  Black  Gnat.— 

DOTTERELL. 

CLUBS. 

Albert  Piscatorial  Society,  Perseverance,  Vassal-road, 
S.W.— We  had  a  good  attendance  at  our  last  meeting,  and  Mr.  F. 
Barnes  was  re-elected  chairman,  and  Mr.  J.  Boreham  vice-chair- 
man. Mr.  Warde  weighed-in  some  good  trout.  We  made 
several  new  members.  Owing  to  the  pressure  of  business  the 
special  meeting  was  adjourned  till  next  Thursday. — Geo.  A. 
Cooper. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  the  Sun.  Great 

Sutton-street,  Goswell-road.. — At  the  weekly  meeting  on  May  27 
three  new  members  were  elected  and  one  more  proposed.  Will 
members  please  attend  on  June  10  for  election  of  officers  for  the 
coming  season  ?— G.  Merry. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street. — 1  wo  new  members  were  e'ected  at  our  last 
meeting,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  competition  for  the  June 
prize  takes  place  on  June  20;  place  and  conditions  to  b9  decided 
on  the  meeting  previous. — Alf.  Conn. 

Blackfriars  Angling"  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E. — We  had  a  good  muster  of  members  present 
last  Wednesday,  when  some  very  important  business  was  done. 
Will  all  members  come  up  in  full  force  to  arrange  our  prize  list 
next  Wednesday '!— J.  FOSTER. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Victory,  Clarence-road,  N.W.— 
The  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place  at  above 
on  May  26,  Mr.  G.  Adams  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  A.  0.  Hood- 
less.  Early  in  the  evening,  Mr.  Galloway  was  presented  with  a 
silver  medal  for  having  saved  a  brother  member  (Mr.  Reynolds) 
from  drowning  during  the  night  of  July  9  last.  The  principal 
prize  winners  were  Messrs.  A.  E.  and  A.  C.  Hoodless,  White, 
Speaight,  Honour,  Nicholls,  Frankham,  Marshall,  Andrews,  and 
others.  Will  members  be  in  their  places  by  9  p.m.  on  Wednesday 
next  to  elect  a  secretary  in  place  of  Mr.  Honour,  who  has  resigned 
in  consequence  of  an  alteration  of  the  rules  ? — E.  M. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms,  Stam- 
ford-street, Blackfriars,  S.E. — Will  all  members  attend  next  week 
and  give  me  their  orders  for  privilege  tickets  ?  The  officers  elected 
for  the  season  were:  Mr.  Ash,  secretary;  Mr.  Sorge,  assistant 
secretary;  Mr.  Kobelt,  chairman;  Mr.  Francis,  vice-chairman; 
Messrs.  Poole  and  F.  Beames,  trustees;  and  Messrs.  Poole  and 
Ford,  delegates.  The  committee  was  also  elected,  and  five  more 
prizes  have  been  promised. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Great  northern  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Robin 
Hood,  Southampton-street,  Pentonville. — Our  thirty-fourth  annual 
supper  took  place  on  May  27,  Mr.  J.  A.  Fitch  in  the  chair. 
About  sixty  members  and  friends  attended.  The  cha:rman  gave 
a  brief  acconnt  of  the  society's  doings  during  the  p^st  season, 
stating  that  the  society  was  in  a  sound  financial  condition.  The 
members  had  weighed-in  (bank  fishing  and  from  public  waters) 
11771b.  15oz.  of  flsh.  They  had  competed  for  128  prizes  (given  by 
members  and  friends).  Some  excellent  harmony  was  rendered 
during  the  evening,  and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent. 
Upwards  of  35  guineas  was  subscribed  in  the  room  for  prizes  for 
the  ensuing  season.  Our  visit  took  place  on  May  31  (chairman, 
C.  Watling),  with  a  good  attendance,  about  twenty-four  clubs 
responding.  The  next  visit  will  be  paid  to  the  Independent 
Brothers.— J.  A.  Fitch. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prinee  Arthur,  Golbourne-road. 
— Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  June  15.  Will  all  gentlemen 
who  have  promised  prizes  please  forward  them  to  me  at  their 
earliest  convenience  ?  I  hope  members  will  attend  on  Wednesday 
next  to  order  their  privilege  and  Benevolent  cards. — A.  Ide. 

Junior  Ply  Pishers,  The  Five  Bells,  Moorflelds,  E.C.— 
The  annual  meetiog  will  be  held  at  the  Five  Bells,  next  Moorgate 
Station,  on  Thurday  next,  June  10,  at  S.30  sharp,  for  the  election 
of  officers,  &c,  for  the  current  year,  when  I  trust  that  all  mem- 
bers will  attend.  Two  of  our  members,  Messrs.  Goodwin  and 
Wright,  have  had  three  days  on  Loch  Leven,  and  judging  by  the 
sample  of  fish  which  I  received  on  Wednesday  morning,  have  done 
very  well.  On  the  Darenth  and  Lea  the  May  Fly  has  proved 
disappointing.  Blue  and  Red  Quills  and  Jenny  Spinner  have 
accounted  for  eight  trout ;  largest,  IJlb.,  by  Mr.  Woodruff. — Hon. 
Reporter. 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  White  Lion 
Inn,  Fullbridge,  Maldon. — On  Wednesday  (Mr.  A.  Appelton  pre- 
siding) four  new  members  were  proposed,  and  other  business  of 
the  society  transacted.  Mr.  W.  Morgan  and  W.  Woodford  visited 
us  on  the  30th  inst.,  and  had  good  sport  eel  babbing  in  the  Land- 
lord waters,  taking  about  101b.  or  121b.  Good  sport  may  now  be 
had  with  the  eels.  Messrs.  T.  Springett  and  Ben  Bevers  als  3  had 
some  good  takes. — F.  Keen. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road. — At  the  mee  ing  on  Wednesday,  it  was  proposed  that  the 
members  flsh  a  match  on  Jubilee  Day  for  six  half  sovereigns,  the 
same  to  be  taken  from  the  funds.  Mr.  George  Hillier  and  Mr. 
Alfred  Wells  was  proposed  for  membership. — H.  Stretch. 

Queen's  PiscatorlalS,  Queen 'b  Arms,  1a,  Ohapel-street, 
Edgware-road. — A  club  competition  will  take  place  on  June  20,  at 
Langley,  for  twelve  prizes.  I  should  esteem  it  a  favour  if  mem- 
bers will  at  once  pay  for  their  privilege  and  benevolent  tickets,  as 
I  am  waiting  to  order  them. — Geo.  Kenne. 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  Garden,  W. — Tuesday,  June  1,  was  quarterly  night, 
when  the  chairman,  vice,  and  secretary  were  unanimously  re- 
elected. Messrs.  Williams  and  Woollen  were  elected  auditors. 
Another  new  member  was  proposed.  Privilege  tickets  are  now 
reao'y,  on  application  for  the  same,  with  fee,  Is.  2d.  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  obtain  same. — Pelican. 

South  London  United  Anglers'  Visiting  List.— 
The  next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  to  the  Second'  Surrey  A.S.,  held 
it  the  Sun  Tavern,  Boniface -street,  Westminster  Bridge-road,  on 
Tuesday,  the  15th  inst.,  when  I  hope  to  see  every  society  on  the 
lift  represented.— A.  Painter. 

West  Green  Angling  Society,  Black  Boy  Hotel,  West 
Green-road,  Tottenham. — At  our  adjourned  meeting  we  elected  a 
strong  working  c.mmittee  of  management:  Mr.  F.  II.  Sparling, 
president,  Messrs.  E.  Anderson,  E.  Haynes,  P.  Giggins,  C. 
Haynes,  vice-presidents,  and  a  committee  of  twelve.  Three  new 
members  jointd.  The  secrttary's  report  showed  a  few  good  takes 
of  trout,  jack,  perch.  Mr.  E.  Anderson's  take  of  dace  and  roach 
(721b.  in  all),  is  our  recoid  of  the  soason. — J.  A.  Griffin. 


The  medal  prestnted  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  as  a  souvenir 
of  the  Blickwall  Tunnel  opening  is  remarkable.  It  is  the 
heaviest  gold  medal  ever  struck  in  England,  weighing  not 
less  than  12oz.  of  22-carat  standard  gold. 

Watson  :  ' '  What  was  the  largest  trout  you  ever  caught, 
Fly  ?  "  Fly  :  "  Let's  see.  What  day  of  the  week  is  this, 
Watson  ?  "  Watson  :  "  Monday,  I  believe.  What  in  the 
world  has  that  to  do  with  my  question  ?  "  Fly  :  "  Oh, 
nothing,  only  I  think  you'd  better  wait  until  Wednesday. 
I  always  like  to  get  as  far  as  possible  from  Sunday  when  I 
tell  about  that  trout." 


Mr.  H.  H.  Brown,  who  took  the  chair  at  the  Pisca 
torial  Society's  meeting  on  Monday,  was  well  supported, 
and  some  very  interesting  reminiscences  were  recounted. 
Several  members  had  been  out  May  Fly  fishing 
with  more  or  less  success  ;  whilst  Mr.  Dawson  brought  up 
two  fine  trout  of  7ib  and  51b.,  which  he  had  taken  that 
day  in  the  society's  Kennet  private  water  from  the  old 
weir  pool.  -  The  May  Fly  is  showing  well  on  the 
Kennet  this  week.  A  large  trout  was  seen  feeding  in  the 
weir  pool,  and  good  sport  may  be  expected  on  and  after 
June  16,  the  opening  day  for  spinning.  Dr.  Head  is 
expected  to  arrive  in  London  shortly  from  Bulawayo,  when 
the  society  hope  to  have  their  appetites  whetted  with  an 
account  of  his  sport  amongst  the  crocodiles. 

On  June  1  the  annual  meeting  of  representatives  of  sea 
fishery  authorities  and"  the  Board  of  Trade  officials  was 
held  at  Whitehall.  Mr.  Ritchie  expressed  pleasure  that 
the  fishing  industry  of  this  country  continued  to  grow  both 
in  volume  and  in  amount. 

- — y+*+<  

Messrs.  Cooper  and  Sons  are  setting  up  a  really 
handsome  trout  of  8|lb.,  taken  on  Monday  last  by  Mr. 
W.  A.  Cocks,  of  Ealing.  It  was  captured  whilst  spinning 
at  Cookham,  with  a  "  Gaynor  "  spinner.  Mr.  Cocks  had 
no  fisherman  with  him,  and  experienced  a  sharp  quarter 
of  an  hour's  sport. 


Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm's  fine  9flb.  Thames  trout  has  been 
beaten  for  weight  by  a  fish  of  101b.  2oz.,  caught  by  Mr. 
Alfred  Woodroof  at  Shepperton  on  Saturday  last. 
George  Roseivell  had  "  spotted  "  thi3  beauty,  which  had  a 
length  of  28in.,  and  a  girth  of  16£in. 


They  tell  me  that  when  a  fellow  has  something 
that  he  wants  to  do,  and  that  he  must  do,  but  can't 
do,  the  best  thing  to  do  is  to  get  somebody  elae 
to  do  it.  This  was  the  case  with  me  on  Monday 
evening,  when  the  dinner  of  the  Greenwich  Aigling 
Society  was  attended  by  my  deputy.  The  room  at  the 
Morden  Arms,  Greenwich,  was  very  comfort  ably  full,  and 
the  chair  was  occupied  by  that  best  of  good  sportsmen, 
Mr.  G.  H.  Dowsett,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Dryden  (who 
always  commends  himself  to  me  as  a  model  secretary),  Dr. 
Whitewood,  and  Messrs.  M.  Ckrke  and  W.  S.  Holden. 

 >♦♦♦<  

It  was  not  till  the  speeches  that  I  began  to  take  real 
interest  in  the  proceedings,  which  is  one  of  the  penalties  of 
possessing  an  obstreporous  liver.  Then  I  added  to  my 
knowledge.  Aforetime,  and  of  old,  I  know  that  the 
Greenwich  were  sportsmanlike  to  a  degree,  and  all  their 
club  ttandards  are  way  up  above  that  of  Thames.  This  is 
not  enough,  however,  and  the  committee  have  recently 
seen  their  way  to  still  further  increase  the  available 
measurement.  That's  the  way  to  go  on  ;  it  is  the  proper 
method  in  which  to  supplement  the  work  of  the  preserva- 
tion societies.  Quite  a  substantial  sum  was  promised 
towards  prizes,  and  in  every  case  for  specimen  fish.  I 
therefore  make  a  note  of  this  fact  as  a  specimen,  or 
example,  to  those  clubs  who  still  go  in  for  gross  weight 
prizes.    [Thank  you,  Mr.  Deputy.] 

 >  <  

A  correspondent  wrote  me  inquiring  how  he  should 
work  when  the  fish  took  the  fly  under  water  without  show« 
ing  any  rise  so  as  not  to  break  into  them,  asking,  among 
other  things,  did  I  think  his  rod,  13Joz.,  too  weighty.  At 
the  moment  of  reading  this  communication,  our  corre» 
spondent  "  PheaEant  Tail  "  called  on  me,  and  knowing 
him  to  be  an  angler  well  versed  in  such  matters,  inquired 
how  he  did  the  trick  when  they  came  in  this  way.  "  Oh  !  " 
said  he,  "  when  they  come  like  that  jou  may  put  a  notch 
on  your  staff."  "  Staff  !  "  said  I,  "  didn't  know  jou  fished 
with  a  staff  in  your  land  of  butter  and  cream.  We  go  no 
further  than  roach  poles."  "  Not  that  exactly,"  he 
replied,  "  but  it's  the  same  thing,  for  when  we  kill  an 
otter  we  notch  our  staffs,  and  when  fish  are  coming  like 
that  you  may  be  sure  you  will  be  able  to  use  red  ink  when 
you  make  up  your  diary,  as  you  are  pretty  certain  to  fill 
jour  basket."  "  Well,  how  do  you  manage  not  to  strike 
into  your  fish  ?  "  I  agun  asked  him.  "  Why,  before  lifting 
my  rod,"  be  replied,  "  to  le-cist,  I  draw  as  much  line  off 
the  reel  as  I  should  were  I  going  to  lengthen  cut,  and  by 
its  running  through  the  rings  as  you  raise  your  rod  without 
any  hi'ch  the  beggars  are  hooked  without  any  breakage." 
Read,  mark,  Lara,  &c. 


"  Nothing  venture  nothing  have  "  is  a  very  old  adage, 
and  it  does  one  a  power  of  good  to  hear  that  the  association 
on  the  river  Avon  in  Devonshire,  whose  formation  has  met 
with  such  grand  success,  has  nade  a  plunge  in  the  right 
direction.  Last  year  the  river  was  re  stocked  with  2000 
brown  trout,  and  this  year,  having  a  good  surplus  in  hand, 
they  have  ventured  to  plunge  1000  rainbow  trout  into  that 
prolific  stream.  Some  have  averred  that  tliis  soit  of  trout 
do  not  rise  freely  to  the  fly,  but  three  of  the  new  consign- 
mei-t  have  since  been  caught,  at-d  of  course  returned  with 
that  lure  by  one  of  the re-itccking  committee  ;  and  hesajs 
they  rose  and  fought  like — like  gentlemen.  That's  gocd 
enough. 

"  Here  we  are  on  Tom  Tidler's  ground!"  Good  old 
nursery  rhyme,  brought  to  mind  by  the  following  letter 
by  Mr.  R.  Maher  in  the  Mowing  Pout :  "  Sir, — We  keep 
a  good  many  bees  here  (Yattenden  Court,  Newbury),  and 
on  a  straw  hive  I  recently  purchased  from  a  cottager  was 
an  inverted  seed  pan,  and  through  the  hole  left  for  drainage 
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a  tomtit  had  made  his  way.  The  hole  was  about  fin  in 
diameter.  In  the  pan  the  bird  had  built  its  nest  and 
batched  a  family  of  twelve.  I  suppose  ways  and  means 
were  not  sufficient,  as  four  had  been  put  outside  the  nest 
and  had  died.  The  others  are  now  good,  strong  birds  A 
swarm  of  bees  came  ont  of  the  hive  on  the  31st  ult  and 
the  old  bird  was  on  the  nest  during  the  event  This 
particular  live  of  bees  is  about  the  most  vicious  lot  we 
have  out  cf  more  than  a  dozen  stocks." 


„  ^  Fountain,  of  7,  Digbeth,  Birmingham,  writes  : 
Dear  Sir  — Having  purchased  the  old-established  busi- 
ness of  the  late  John  Keeling  as  a  going  concern,  I  shall 
be  pleased  to  receive  any  orders  that  may  be  entrusted  to 
me.  Promptitude  can  be  relied  upon.  The  business  will 
Keeling camed  on  ^der  the  style  of  'John 



As  the  result  of  the  May  Fly  being  "  up  "  I  have 
received  two.  brace  of  splendid  trout  from  Hampshire! 
Whilst  admiring  the  best  brace  (close  on  51b)  Dr 
Patterson  who ;  had  jost  "dropped  in,"  was  suddenly 
taken  with  the  "fever."  I  don't  know' where  he  is  going 
to  be  cured,  but  the  tight  of  those  trout  will  necessitate 

n  thirty-two  spots  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
other  fish  well  over  150.  *&e  "  spot "  method  of  identi 
ficahon  oertainly  ought  to  be  f' barred."    From  the 

W  ^r^^T*  mean  kbe1'  1  Sather  fish>  a*d  the 
tact  that  the  editor  has  been  amongst  them  with  his  fatal 


Whither  shaU  I  wand-er?  There  are  lots  of  May 
meetings  yet  to  be  held  in  June,  and  the  May  Fly  should 
be  called  the  June  Fly.  As  I  am  not  yef  allowed  to 
resume  my  penchant  for  feeds  and  fishing  (owing  to  the 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

f^U-  thar  durin?  t,he  !ew  short  hours  left  me  before 
departing  I  saw  shoals  of  good  fish.  It  was  quite  a  sight 
to  stand  on  the  bndge  and  watch  the  boil  in  the  water 
caused  by  the  thousands  of  bleak  when  pursuing  a  piece  of 
arrowroot  biscuit!     These  "thousands"  cost  me  two 

ta  e°Uof  fish^n6^1186  at-St"  Ne°ts  lookslike  ^ing  itsfull 
thr«„ Ivf  i,  *  6  .COming  8eason-  A  splendid  luncheon, 
three  or  four  hours' conversations  with  "  Jolly  Nash,"  and  a 

London  t0r(Tfhlm  a°Tn  M  S00n  as  PO« -and  back  to 

tnrMZ'dayteneinT]Ugh  ™*  ^  aft™ 

of  ?,f(fwJfheTrbr1ig-htest  and  healthiest  residential  quarters 
of  ,-t«  Zff  VEnd  -18  un^estionably  Earl's  Court,  and  one 
£ °? *.« haTm^g  ^rdant  nooks-an  ideal  p'ace  for  any 
Jubilee  visitor  to  London  to  live  at-is  Barkston  Gardens, 
which  pretty  square  is  sure  to  become  better  and  more 
widely  known  through  the  recent  re  opening  of  the 
Barkston  Gardens  Hotel  by  Mr.  John  R.  Roberts,  who 
had  the  sound  judgment  and  the  enterprise  to.  build  much 
of  the  house  property  in  this  salubrious  district.    It  is  one 

weibe8twdi0,M5  °J  -the  besfc  mana^d  of  the  smaller 
first-class  hotels,  infinitely  more  home-like  than  the 
colossal  caravanserias  ,n  which  the  visitor  is  too  often 

"?  a  fe!\c^h6r-  With  ^  exceptional 
comfort  and  good  taste  is  the  "Barkston"  furnished 
throughout  from  the  remarkably  cosy  smoking room  to 
to  the^?drS/AmngJ°0m'Jand  the  Rawing  room 

the  ZrZ*  I thepa^1C  bed  rooms> that  ib  is  b"t  due  to 
the  emmant  firm  of  Messrs.  Oetzmann  and  Co.,  of  the 

Sp  W6in  r°adi-  t0/tate.  ^  they  completed  the 'work  in 
tne  brief  space  ot  a  fortnig  at. 

>  »  »  *  < 
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are  worth  about  8d.  per  lb.,  and  there  is  always  a  readv 

™Vt0r  th6m-  Vth  regard  t0  dace,  an  important 
proposition,  was  made  bj -the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
Northumbrian  Anglers'  Federation,  viz.,  "That  the 
generous  hearted  riparian  owners  should  be  approached 
s7hLoa  J16W  t0  T?P™tmg  -with  the  ang'ers  in  a 
rfewf  °3a«l •fishlJlg  permits>  by  which  at  stated 
times  bottom  fishing  for  coarse  fish  should  be  freelv 

flX*  &  a3credlted  members  of  the  working  men's 
i  t  a  ^  suggestion  was  a  most  valuable  one,  and 
coupled  with  occasional  netting,  would  do  a  great  deal 
towards  improving  the  river.  There  is  a  numerous  body 
of  working  men  anglers,  who  would  hail  with  great 
satisfact.on  the  opportunity  of  an  occasional  day's  coarse 
Srwi?'  J.hey  would,  under  the  stringent  rules  of  the 
S h"mblta.n  An«  era' Federation,  not  abuse  any  privilege 
gianted,  taking  on  y  the  coarse  fish,  anl  as  the  greater 

wtnfi  Vvf  the  fif>,n|L  W?uId  be  done  in  the  autumn  and 
winter,  they  would,  not  interfere  with  the  trout  and  salmon 
fashing  of  the  riparian  owner  and  his  friends.  The  number 
of  trout  caught  by  bottom  fishers  is  always  small,  as  any 
ground  bait  put  in  attracts  a  crowd  of  coarse  fish  amongst 
which  trout  do  not  venture,  and  out  of  a  total  of  over 
2000  dace  and  roach  he  has  known  only  one  trout  to  be 

CtlUgut. 


Three  anglers  were  fishing  on  a  loch  in  Central  Perth- 

oWr^  ?the-r  day'  Wh6? Lth,0y  obse"ed  a  strangling 
object  swimming  across  the  loch.  They  took  to  the  oar! 
and  went  in  pursuit,  and  just  managed  to  set  betweoT,  thl 

noteo  fishinVT  C  ^ilTV-.T91'   V..1  dld  I  the.  deer  being  the  most  expert  at  doubling.    At  last  one 

of  the  anglers  got  hold  of  the  deer  by  a  horn,  which  the 
animal  strongly  resented,  and  in  its  struggles  for  freedom 
nearly  swamped  the  boat.  By  a  united Effort,  howeve? 
the  animal  was  laid  on  his  back  in  the  boat  and  the 
question  then  rose  what  was  to  be  done  with  him.  At 

sSL^^Sy'  t0        *  M  M  t0  *  antle«  a*d 


,  c  iu-^V,  .uatner.    u  i  aid 

not  go  fishing  I  have  seen  fish!    I  shall  say  nothing  of 

fisbf£  to  b\had  at  Hastings  until  I  have 

S  J  ApBranrd°in,1  8^nta  Pleasant  day  ^th  Host 
Rolph  of  the  Ram  Hotel.  The  Little  Ouse,  viewed  from 
the  bridge,  appeared  literally  swarming  with  fish.  Some 
fane  chub  were  to  be  seen  waiting  for  the  opening  day 
Osoon  be  here  now).    Hope  to  see  you  again  shortly,  Mr 


The  next  fly  '  was  to  Mildenhall  (Barton  Mills). 
Newmarket  Saturday  night.  Hospitably  treated.  Good 
supper,  and  bed,  and  Breakfast  j  and  driven  to  Flint 
pottage  (Barton),  a  nine-mile  drive,  by  Mr.  W.  Howlett 
the  hardworking  general  secretary  of  the  Lark  Angline 
Society  in  his  own  fly,  on  the  following  morning.  Later 
??  1  -l-  relate  my  experiences  of  the  Newmarket  "  flv  " 
My  affections  were  then  transferred  to  the  Barton  "  Bull  " 
where  a  hearty  reception  awaited  me  from  Host  and 
Hostess  Howes  Of  cDurse  I  looked  for  the  big  trou" 
they  have  about,  an 1  must  confess  that  the  Lark  not  only 
looks  fishy  but  t8  fishy.  A  ramble  (no  flies  can  be  hired 
on  the  towing-path)  towards  the  charming  little  village  of 
Icklmgham  convinced,  me  that  aU  the  officers  along  the 
line-from  Mr  Manning  (Bury)  to  Mr.  Howlett  (New- 
market)-are  d.omg  their  level  best  to  make  the  river 

forftsl     t     1U        '  r0a°h'  Chub'  and  jack-as  wel1  " 


Yodr  language,,  young  man,  is  simply  barbarous. 
Why  do  you  indulge  in  a  plurality  of  opprobious  epithets  » 
l  on  should  select  an  appropriate  one,  and— stick  to  it '  " 
Just  so  the  School.  Board  is  responsible  for  this  refine- 
ment of  phraseology.  The  "  oatmeal  porridge  "  problem 
ot  last  week  had  scarcely  got  cold,  when  "  Claret  Bumble  " 
sends  on  a  new  and  revised  edition  of  the  little  rhyme, 
JL winkle,  twinkle,  little  star"  : 

Scintillate,  scintillate,  globule  vivific ; 
Fain  would  I  fathom  thy  nature  specific  : 
Loftily  poised  in  ether  capacious, 
Strongly  resembling  a  gem  carbonaceous, 
When  torrid  Phoebus  refuses  his  presence, 
And  ceases  to  lamp  us  with  fierce  incandescence. 
Then  you  illumine  the  regions  supernal— 
Scintillate,  scintillate,  semper  nocturnal. 
Then  the  victim  of  hospiceless  peregrination 
Gratefully  hails  your  minute  corruscation  ; 
He  could  not  determine  his  journey's  direction 
But  for  your  bright,  scintillating  protection. 

This  little  effusion  on  our  beloved  Thames  is  a  model  of 
pre-benool  Board  days  : 

The  beutiful  terns  is  a  runnin  to  Town, 
It  never  runs  hup,  but  alius  runs  down  • 
An  wether  it  reins,  or  wether  it  snoze,  ' 
Were  it  all  cums  from  nobody  nose.  ' 


Fish  out  of  Water.— Bottibd  Bass. 


Another  Saturday ;  another  "  fly  "-by  the  side  of  the 

cTlteTon°ZTrWtr  ^  &k  Ives.(Hunts7not  Cornwall) 
Called  on  Ned  Collmson,  the  gen  al  and  gifted  secretary  of 

m?lJ         T  aDd  BAattl£  Society.  at  his  snug 

little  fish  stere  in  the  Broadway.    Some  of  his  fish  wa! 

.sampled  for  supper  I  shall  not  dwell  upon  my  St.  Ives 
visit  justnow  as  there  is  »  on  the  stocks  "  ashort  article  on 
^  rh„and  fisb^?  of  this  grand  old  country  town  by 
Jved  ColhnsD.n  Suffice.it  t,  say  that  the  water" as  viewed 
W U ■  I  b1Tdf,',Wa-8  hteTMy  teeming  with  fish.  IFter 
breakfast  the  Tollomng  morning,  Mr.  Colliuson  appeared 

o  rte  °/  the  ,Whlt6-t?re  ?otel-  tbe  headquarters 
«  nT.6  ?n  T  ang}e^'  mth  h,s  ^ds, me  horse  (a  real 
Sa  %  )  a°d  smart  buggy,  ready  to  drive  us  (Mr.  Drag 
and  Mrs.  Drag  and  Little  Drag)  to  Huntingdon  whefe 
Mr.  Bryant,  the  secretary  of  the  Huntingdon  Anglfng 
Society,  was  ready  to  receive  us.  -«-"g"ng 


is  cullpd  thS  Bickerd(yke's  "  Wild  Sports  in  Ireland 
is  culled  the  following  •  "  As  I  sat  steaming  in  the  attemnt 
to  dry  myself  before  the  peat  fire,  the  blaef  scented  smoke 
from  which  coiled  and  collected  amoflg  the  rafters  mv 
eyes  lit  on  a  fishing  rod  which  stc^ln  a  corner  of  the 
room.    There  was  a  reel  attached  to  it.    Now  there  is 

Sfti.rem'?ka?le  in  S6eing  a  rod  and  ^Hn  Ireland 
but  these  particular  weapons  made  rae  open  my  eves  and 
mouth  with  amazement.  The  rod  at  its  point  was  Is  thick 
as  my  little  finger  the  reel  not  less  than  8in.  in  diameter 
Si  U,  ftf  Izaak  Walt0*  !  Wha*  a  C  was 
t  it  Canoe  nP  the  Thames  with  cord 

less  thick.    I  was  on  the  point  of  inquiring  into  the  mr 

abtr0UZP0d  th,S/etT kf 16  -ta*kle  -hen  tie  door  of  Pthe" 
cabin  opened,  and  a  short,  wiry  old  man,  with  deep-set 

6ye8'  •  rOU  8r-6,y  tair'  and  dad  in  a  shabby  suit  of 
rZ  l'SmVn  wearl  bea:  n«  stench  anothe/rod  and 
Lfn^  fi \a  hr?ge.  baeket'  which  1  ^stinctively  felt  con- 
tained fish    He  took  no  notice  of  me,  but  gasped  out  in  a 

J^tSbgW.!*  6XhaU8ted  -ndition^The'steel8 


How  is  it  that  marketable  sea  fish  have  never  inspired 
the  poet  s  muse  like  river  fish  ?  An  American  '  poet  '  " 
says.  Bivalve"  in  the  Fish  Trades  Gazette,  "has  been 
singing  the  trout,  and  he  was  delivered  of  the  following 
verse :  5 
Oh,  the  trout's  a  bigger  fish 

Than  the  whale. 
There  is  music  in  the  swish 

Of  his  tail. 
'Neath  his  light,  the  perch  aoid  cat  fish 
And  the  thin  fish  and  the  fat  fish 
And  the  fish  ball  and  the  flat  fish' 
All  must  pale  ! 


i*h.ad  befn  peremptorily  ordered  to  "kill 
8»  Ja ttedTCalf'  as  D"*["  would  dine  with  him  on 
«,«f  ifyi  .nIam,  not  SHr?  whether  it  was  a  calf  or  a  lamb 
that  he  killed,  but  a  right  pleasant  day  was  spent.  There 
are  some  big  rudd,  roach,  and  bream  to  be  had  at  Hunting! 
don  (where,  on  more  than  one  occa  ion,  I  have  fished 
in  company  wi  h  Secretary  Bryant,  who  knows  every  turn 
and  eddy  on  the  river  m  his  neighbourhood);  60  Groat 
Northern-street,  Huntingdon,  will  find  him  ,  and  fortunate 
se^n  o^h0rianarra"ge  a  turn  "with  him  when  thl 
to  X  «tOTO  H^sahusyman;  but  he  i,  always  ready 
to  give  every  info-mation  respecting  his  society  Tho 
season  he  mforms  me,  bids  fair  to  b3  a  very  successful  one 
as  the  fish  are  very  numerous.  After  a  night  in  HunUng-' 
don,  and  breakfast  with  Mrs.  Bryant  and  family  the 

yclept  tho  '  Half  Moon  Hotel,"  with  Host  Nash  ni 
propnetor.  But  visitors  may  ride'  for  Od  to  Hfdoors  in  a 
conveyance  which  meots  all  London  trn  n«  ww  ? 
say  about  St.  Neots  that  is  not  already 8k„ow^?  This 


tnrn^  I?/  I  v  il  g,hand!be.,opaneci  tb*  ™sh  basket  and 
turned  out  of  it  the  largest  pike  I  had  ever  seen.  Mrs 
U  JJay  who  seemed  in  no  way  surprised,  produced  an 
ancent,  rusty  instrument  and  proceeded  m  a  business 
like  manner  to  weigh  the  nsh.  The  old  man's  exc."ement 
while  she  did  this  was  painful  to  witnass.  '  Is  it  ?  Is  it  ?  ' 
he  commenced.  '  No,  begor,  it  isn't,'  said  Mrs  O'Dav 
calmly.  'He's  51b.  short.'  'i  was  looking  Tthe  fish' 
but,  hearing  a  groan,  turned  my  eyes  to  the  o!d  fisherman' 
and  saw  him  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  shebeen.  HeTad 
tainted  Poor  ould  man,'  said  Mrs.  O'Day,  '  it's  dis- 
appointed he  is ;  and  wake,  too,  for  divil  a  bit  of  food  has 
he  touched  th,s  day  since  yesterday.  Undo  his  collar  sor! 
and  sprinkle  tho  face  of  him  with  a  drap  of  water.  'Deed 
mnt'w111™^  a  timPeranee  «frink.  There ^s  the 
milk  fornint  ye.  Patsy,  see  if  the  ould  hen  hasn't  loft  an 
egg  in  that  corner  that's  a  good  lad. '  And  so  her  tongue 
«a  nnh  ^anwhlIe  th«  old  ^How  came  to  himself  Td 
sat  up,  but  his  eyes  went  at  once  to  the  pike,  which  still 

himsdf  ^  '  iTi  J  W  35lb-  ' '  1  hear/  him  AS 
BoSTnoW.' "  Ve         S00n_I  Wil1  have  him 


>  v  caPt'u,,e„and  sale  of  eels  in  south-country  rivers  *' 
711  Zr6Bld0'T  \B  a  r0gnIar  and  luc™tive  business  it 
ri™».?n  8  ^°  >vo  enterod  int0  the  head«  of  the 
VhZ  21  aerB  Mat  a  p,Sporly  worked  aet  of  eel  traps  on 
their  waters  would  more  than  pay  a  keeper's  wages.  Eels 


™  fWPnrELY  wid  marketable  sea  fish  for  the  loveliest 
piem  that  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  true  poet  that  he  was 
ever  wrote  was  on  the  chambered  nautilis  '  and  that  last 
verse  beginning 

'  Build  thee  more  stately  mansions,  0  my  soul '  ' 
is  a  veritable  triumph.    Fishermen,  of  course,  have' often 
been  the  thenar  of  poets,  and  one  of  the  noblest  portraits 
that  Tennyson  ever  drew  was  of  a  fisherman— Enoch 
Arden,  than  whom 

'  A  luckier  or  a  bolder  fisherman, 
A  carefuller  in  peril,  did  not  breathe.'  " 

u  Trv  Lord  May°r  of  London  is  entitled  to  wear  an 
earl  s  robe  whenever  a  crowned  head  pays  a  visit  to 
the  City,  and  the  robe  to  be  worn  on  Commemoration 
IJay  is  now  in  process  of  manufacture.  It  consists  of  a 
i  S  of.t 'uby  .s'lk  velvet,  lined  with  white  silk  and 
edged  with  ermine.  At  the  collar  there  is  a  loop  of  gold 
cord.  Ihe  design  is  identical  with  the  robes  worn  bv 
peers  at  tho  coronation  of  a  Sovereign  j  and  it  may  be 
interesting  to  state  that  a  large  number  of  the  robes 
worn  in  1837  were  at  once  deposited  with  the  robe- 
makers  in  Chancery  Lana,  and  have  been  in  their  custody 
ever  since.  Many  peers,  the  creation  of  the  present  reign 
do  not  possess  an  ermine  robe  at  all.  It  may  be  assumed 
that  the  cost  of  such  a  robe  is  slightly  under  100  guineas, 
and  the  cost  of  the  suite  of  three  robes  commonly  used  by 
the  Lord  Mayor  is  200  guineas.  * 

There  comes  a  time  in  the  affairs  of  man-no  1  thai 
was  not  exactly  what  I  meant  to  say.  There  are  times 
wnonyoucan  fish  away  to  your  heart's  content:  then- 
are  times  when  you  can't  fish  at  all  j  there  are  times  when 
you  don  t  want  to  fish,  and  times  when  you  do.  A  case  in 
point.  1  had  trudged  weary  miles  from  the  station  my 
pack  upon  my  dorsal  tin,  and  arrived  at  tho  water  in  good 
shape.  Two  anglers  were  there  before  mo.  What  luck  ? 
JNo  ;  they  had  not  had  atouch.  This  was  decidedly  dig. 
OJuraging;  but  after  a  quiet  rest  and  a  smoke  I  noted  that 
my  now  found  friends  knew  how  to  fish-in  their  mi.uls 
do  1  fixed  up  my  line,  and — well,  I  had  an  fine  a  bag  a 
modest  angler  requires.— Dragnet. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


D.  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

Manufacturer  of  high-class 

RODS,  REELS,  &c; 

See  the  New  Nottingham  Eeel, 

■'THE  ZEPHYR," 

The  lightest  and  most  perfect  made. 


3£in., 


15s.;    4in.,  16s.;    with  Check 
Action,  3s.  extra. 


Also  the  FUTURE  SEA  REEL, 
6in.,  price  20s.;  at  our  Exhibit  at 
the  Imperial  Institute. 


If 


EXCEL 
COCOA. 


Absolu'ely-Pure.    £10,000  REWARD  ! 
See  Conditions  in  every  Packet*  6i. ;  and  Tin — 
ilb.  7d.  :  41b.  Is.  ;  lib.,  2s. 
Delicious  Aroma,  Dietetic,  Sustaining. — Vide  Analysts. 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  Superior 

Chocolate,  in  handsome  Boxes,  6d. 
"SOUVENIR"  Boxes,  the  Season's  Success,  from  6i. 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  delicious  Chocolate,  6d.  and 
Is.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eating  Chocolate,  in 
handsome  Boxes,  Is.  and  2s. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direc '  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Purveyors  to  H.R.H.  the  Princess  of  Wales 
LONDON  WORKS,  BERMONDSEY,  S.E 


Benetfink  &  Co. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

THE  BENETFINK  SPECIALITY. 

SELECTED  GREEHHEART  SPECIAL 
GUINEA  FLY  ROD. 


FORREST  &  SON'S 

CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 


FORREST, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 
24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description. 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Rods  and 
Patterns  in  Flies  made  to  order.  J.  F.,  bsing  a 
Practical  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  first-class  quality." — Fishing  Gazette. 


HALF-YEARLY 

OF 


VOLUMES 


"  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE," 

Bound  in  cloth,  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Publishers,  price  6s.  6d.  each;  post 
free,  7s.  3d. 


JAMES  OfiDE 

28,  WINCHCOMB  SI.,  CHELTENHAM. 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION 
OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 

No  connection  with  any  other  nerson  assuming  the  same  name. 


CAUTION— The  only  man  by  the  nam8  of  Ogden  engaged  in 
the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 

139  GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS. 

MACONOCHIE'S 

PATES  AND  CAMP  PIES, 

THE  IDEAL  LUNCH  FOR  FISHING  OR  YACHTING  PARTIES. 
MACONOCHIES   ARMY  RATIONS. 

Althoroughly  Substantial  Maal  for  two  or  three  persons  of 
oarefully  proportioned  MEAT  and  VEGETABLES, 
remarkably  well  Flavoured,  Full  of  Gravy,  Specially 
Prepared  for  eating  COLD,  or  can  be  made  HOT  in 
a  few  minutes. 

If  cannot  obtain  from  your  grocer,  drop  ns  a  Post-card,  and  we  will  forward  tin 
at  Wholesale  Price,  Carriage  Paid,  per  return. 

POTTED  MEATS,  GAME,  FISH  (of  every  description),  SAUCES,  PICKLES,  CURRIES, 
CHUTNEYS,  JAMS,  JELLIES,  FLAVOURING  ESSENCES,  4c.,  4c. 

MACONOCHIE  BROTHERS,  131,  Leadenhall  Street,  E  C 


10ft.,  lift.,  or  12ft.,  Three  Joints,  Two  Tops,  Double  Brazed, 
Bronzed  Ferrules  and  Fittings,  Graduated  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Grip,  Landing  Handle  to  hold  the  Tops,  Rod  Spear,  in 
divisioned  bag  complete.  The  above  is  made  specially  to  our 
instructions,  and  customers  will  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
and  lightest  rods  in  the  market,  and  of  exceptional  value. 
Highly  recommended.   Inspection  invited. 

WrOES"W  STOCK   JTJST    TO  HASTD. 


SPANISH  SILKWORM  GUT. 

8in.         9;n.        lOin.       lira.  12tn. 

Trout,  flue                      0/8   ...    0/11  ,..    1/  1    ...    1/3    ...    2/0  . 

Trout,  ordinary                0  7    ...    0/9    ...    O  il    ...    1/1    ...    1/6  . 

Medium                           0/7    ...    0,  9    ...   0/11    ...    1/1    ...    1/3  . 

Lake                              0/8    ...   Oil    ...    1/2    ...    1/4    ...   1/7  . 

Grilse                             0.9    ...    1/  3    ...    1/  6    ...    1/7    ...    1/9  . 

Grilse,  Btont                    1/9    ...   2/6    ...^4/0    ...    4'6    ...   5/0  . 

Salmon,  light                   2/6    ...    3/0   ...    4/6   ...    S/0   ...    6/0  . 

15in.        16in.        17in.        18in.  19in. 

Extra  long,  fine  Trout..    4,6    ...    6/  6    ...    7/0   ...    8/6    ...    9/6  . 
In  Hanksof  100  Strands,  not  less  than  One  Hank  of  each  snppliei. 

These  Prices  are  per  Hank,  according  to  length. 


13in. 

.  2,6 
.  2,0 
.  1/9 
.  1/11 
.  2/2 
.  6.0 
,  7/0 
20in. 

.  10/6  ... 
Postage  2d 


Hin. 

3/0 
2,6 
2,0 
2,2 
2/6 


FOR  RODS,  REELS,  SILK  LINES,  CASTING  LINES,  FLIES,  HOOKS,  NETS,  BAITS,  4c. 
See  our  Illustrated  Catalogue.  Sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

89, 90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 


FOR 


SEA  -  SICKNESS 

The  only  Safe  and  Reliable  Preventive  and  Cu  e  is 

CHL0R0BR0M. 

fold  in  Bottles,  23.  od.,  4s.  6d.,  &  7s. 


t  V  W9  V  V  ▼  1 


May  be  obtained  of  all  Chemists,  or  of  the  SOLE  Proprietors 
and  Manufacturers, 

BURGOYNE,   E3URE3IDGES,   &  COMPY., 

12  &  16,  COLEMAN  ST  ,  LONDON.  E.C. 


'■ili  ,f 


SINGER^ 


SINGER  CYCLE  CO.  Ltd.,  COVENTRY. 


* 
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ORDER 
EARLY  TO 
ENSURE  PROMPT 
DELIVERY. 


LONDON:  17,  HOLBORN  VIADUCT. 
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The  following  circular  has  been  sent  to  the  editor  : 
THAMES  ANGLING  PRESERVATION 
SOCIETY. 

Mr.  Alderman  Nuthall,  J.P.,  President  and  Hon. 
Treasurer. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Higgins,  Hon.  Sec. 

12,  Regent-street,  Pall  Mall, 
Be:\b  Sik>  .-  June  1,  1807. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  executive  of  the  above 
society,  and  after  full  discussion,  a  resolution  was  unani- 
mously passed  that  in  the  immediate  future  all  official 
business  of  the  society  shall  be  performed  without 
remuneration,  except  the  necessary  outlay  for  the  head 
keeper  and  occasional  assistants,  postages,  printing,  and 
stationery. 

Gratuitous  office  accommodation  (as  heretofore)  has 
been  kindly  offered  by  Mr.  T.  Crumplen,  and  accepted 

To  aid  the  society  in  its  work,  information  of  the 
following  kind  will  at  all  times  be  heartily  received  and 
appreciated. 

(a)  Practical  suggestions  for  the  better  preservation  and 
restocking  of  the  river,  so  as  to  increase,  if 
possible,  the  sport  afforded  to  anglers  therein. 
•  (6)  Feasible  schemes  for  bringing  kindred  associations 
and  angling  clubs  more  into  touch  with  the 
society. 

Every  opportunity  will  be  gladly  seized  by  the  society  to 
further  any  sound  movements  in  these  directions. 

All  administrative  expenses,  sive  as  before  mentioned 
are_  now  abolished,  and  the  whole  voluntary  income 
derived  will  be  devoted  to  preservation  and  restocking 
Previous  efforts  of  the  kind,  it  is  hoped,  may  in  the  future 
be  further  and  more  beneficially  extended  in  the  way  not 
only  of  putting  m  more  fish,  but  of  providing  an  increased 
and  more  systematic  method  of  inspection. 

The  society  respectfully  asks  the  hearty  co-operation 
and  pecuniary  support  of  your  club  or  association,  and  of 
yourself  to  enable  it  to  carry  out  the  line  of  action 
proposed. 

Donations  or  annual  subscriptions  are  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  work,  and,  while  emphasizing  this,  the 
society  wishes  to  point  out  that  all  monies  received  will  be 
wholly  and  faithfully  applied  in  the  beBt  interests  of 
1  names  anglers. 

„  Youra  tr«ly.  H.  W.  Higgins  (Hon.  Sec). 

js  ti- — Please  address  all  communications  as  above. 


BOSTONIAN  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  eighteenth  annual  dinner  of  this  well-known  angling 
club  was  held  on  Monday  night  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Hotel, 
lottenham  Couit  road,  and  passed  off  with  great  success, 
ftlr.  Joe  Jennings  presided.and  had  Mr.  C.  Burningham  as 
his i  ivs-a-m.    There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members 
and  friends,  and  after  dinner  a  number  of  complimentary 
speeches  were  made  and   an   excellent  musical  pro- 
gramme submitted.    The  usual  loyal  toast  was  heartily 
received,  the  Chairman,  in  some  well-chosen  remarks 
next  proposing  "  Success   to  the  Bostonian  Angling 
Society.       The  club,  he  said,  had  been  established 
eighteen  years,  and  they  had,  as  a  result,  spent  eighteen 
pleasant  years  in  the  angling  world.     Some  of  the 
members  were  growing  old,  but  they  entertained  the 
same  kindly  feeling  for  their  sport  as  they  did  when  they 
joined  the  club  at  its  inception.    The  chairman  then 
referred  to  the  sport  by  the  riverside,  9801b.  7oz.  of  fish 
having  been  weighed-in  during  the  past  year,  including 
twenty-eight  specimen  fish,  thirteen  of  which  had  been 
taken  by  Mr.  C.  Ward,  nine  by  Mr.  Rundell,  and  others 
by  Messrs.    Jennings,   Billings,  Hoare   (their  worthy 
secretary),  H.  Clarke,  and  Revett.     Nearly  £50  had 
been  won  in  prizes,  but,  as  showing  they  were  not 
pot    hunters,"    numbers    of    the    members  had 
often    not   weighed-in   for   prizes,    as   for  instance 
Mr     J.     Hoare,    who    had    weighed-in    1631b.  of 
fish  tor  only  one  prize.    The  toast  was  enthusiastically 
honoured.    Mr.  Burningham  gave  the  Chairman's  health, 
tV-  •mDgs  was  received  with  musical  honours. 
Ihe  \isitors  and  Prize  Donors"  also  came  in  for  a 
hearty  reception,  as  also  Mr.  Secretary  Hoare,  who  is  to 
be  congratulated  on  the  success  attending  the  dinner  The 
musical  entertainment  wag  provided  by  Messrs.  G.  Curtis 
\  olke,  Brown,  Game,  Winter,  Marriage,  Jennings  Burn- 
ingham and  Revett.    Prizes  to  the  value  of  £40  were 
promised  during  the  evening,  which  in  every  way  was  a 
most  pleasant  one. 


NEW  ALBION  PISCATORIAL  SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  DINNER. 
On  Thursday  evening  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials  held 
their  twelfth  annual  dinner  at  the  Holborn  Restaurant,  the 
members  and  their  friends  assembling  in  the  Duke's 
baloon,  which  was  crowded.    Mr.  W.  J.  Huxley  presided 
r  w  £nw!"c    ,m?\were  Messrs.  W.  F.  Grimmett, 
G  W.  Elliott,  and  W.  J.  Crisp.   The  headquarters  of  this 
well-known  South  London  angling  club,  of  which  the  late 
Mr.  lorn  Hughes  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Wheeldon  were  mem- 
bers are  at  Ye  Olde  Grove  Tavern,  Camberwell-grove 
and  here  during  the  past  year  the  members,  in  spite  of 
the  bad  season  weighed-in  12161b.  of  fish-a  record  total 
take  for  the  club.    The  club  rent  a  piece  of  the  Colne 
subscribes  towards  the  preservation  of  the  Tf  ames  and 
generally  supports  all  good  causes  associated  with  the 
angling  fraternity.    The  Chairman,  in  a  kindly  speech, 
proposed     Success  to  the  New  Albion  Piscatorials,"  or 
whose  behalt  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett  responded.  Mr  W  H 
Brougham  (who  has  recently  retired  from  the  Thames 
Angling  Preservation  Society,  after  jfchirty-eight  yea-s' 
secretarial  work),  and  Mr.  John  R.  Richardson  (Thames 
Restocking  Association),  replied  for  "  Preservation  and 
Angling  Societies,"  both  pointing  out  the  great  importance 
of  preserving  the  fish  in  the  Thames  and  other  public 
waters   and  of    restocking  from  time  to  time.  Mr. 
Kicl.ardson  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  State  ought  to 
render  assistance  m  connection  with  the  preservation  of 
the  public  fisheries.    Mr.  Brougham  had  a  hearty  recep- 
tion, and  the  veteran  angler  made  an  excellent  speech. 
The  next  toast  was     The  Officers,"  proposed  by  Mr.  La 
a  i lla^ef/n.d  aeWledged  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Crisp  and  Mr. 
A  E  Baldwin  (secretary),  who,  as  usual,  gave  some  in- 
teresting details  as  to  the  working  of  the  club.  Other 
toasts  followed,  and  numerous  prizes  were  promised  for  the 
coming  season  the  chairman  beading  the  list  with  £5  5s 
a  similar  sum  being  given  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Grimmett.  The 
musical  entertainment,  always  a  special  feature  at  the 
[Sew  Albion  s  dinners,  was  no  exception  to  the  rule,  and 
in  every  particular  the  gathering  was  most  enjoyable  and 
successful.  •  * 

..f  V^LAT-FUL  Fi.HH,^'f.;  at  WniTBY.-On  Saturday  last, 
at  he  police  caurt,  Whitby,  Charles  Townsend  and  James 
Miller  pleaded  gmlty  to  unlawfully  taking  and  killin* 
trout  by  hand  at  Stainsacre  Beck  on  MayV  On  thf 
morning  in  question  the  defendants  were  observed  by  John 
th°ebBS  klT\t0  ?oL  R^rdson,  to  proceed  towards 
"tioVU"'t  1T,n£1taken  off  their  coats,  begin  to 
killini  ™a  £ri  tr°?K  Jh-ey  "deeded  in  capturing  and 
b  tL  H«f  i  P th,S  flrcture  Vinson  remonstrated, 
^  daDt!-  W°,uld  not  desi6t-  Mr.  Brown  con. 
Jnflu  tLPfrTfUtr/°rthe  Esk  Fishery  Conservancy, 
thdw«infl  „  dc,enikn  «  were  seen  to  take  the  trout  by 
tolZL  ^  "  uay  tickling."  He  asked  the  Bench 
to  impose  a  penalty  and  put  a  stop  to  the  practice,  which 
had  a  deleterious  effect  on  the  supply  of  fish.  The  Jefon 
dants  were  fined  5s.  and  costs.- JJ  - 


HIGHBURY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
The  annual  dinner  of  this  society  was  held  on  Wednes- 
day, May  26,  Mr.  J.  B.  Close,  vice-president,  in  the  chair 
when  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent  by  the  assembled 
company.  The  prizes  won  during  the  last  season  were 
presented  to  the  successful  competitors,  Mr.  G.  H 
Rutherford  taking  the  much  coveted  trophy,  a  challenge 
cup,  value  six  guineas,  for  greatest  number  of  specimen 
fish,  two  of  a  class  counting;  Messrs.  Webb  and  Shaw 
dividing  the  first  and  second  prizes  given  by  the  society 
tor  the  best  single  specimen  fish,  with  perch  of  31b.  and 
pike  of  241b.  4oz.  respectively. 

In  proposing  the  toast  of  the  society,  the  chairman 
spoke  very  strongly  in  favour  of  amalgamation,  and 
instanced  the  fact  that  all  other  branches  of  sport  were 
directed  or  controlled  by  one  association,  with  results 
that  were  eminently  satisfactory.  He  could  not  see  why 
anglers  should  stand  out  and  allow  their  affairs  to  be 
governed  by  two  associations,  and  hoped  to  live  to  see  the 
day  when  the  amalgamation  of  the  Anglers'  and  Central 
Associations  should  be  -an  accomplished  fact.  Some 
capital  songs  were  rendered  during  the  evening  by  Mr 
Walter  Syclemore,  Mr.  Holden- Walker,  Mr.  Phil  Fuller' 
and  Mr.  E.  Rutherford,  "Edwin  Rutland,"  the  last 
named  rousing  the  enthusiasm  of  the  company  with  a  first- 
rate  Jubilee  song.  Mr.  Moore  gave  a  very  interesting 
exhibition  of  legerdemain,"  the  card  tricks  especially 
?ieJng,  appreciated.  The  proceedings  were  terminated  by 
God  Save  the  Queen." 


THE  DIAMOND  JUBILEE  OPEN  ROVING 
COMPETITION  AT  AMBERLEY. 

l-iT"j8  ope?  a"S]i»g  competition,  promoted  by  Mr.  A.  A. 
Wdndge,  of  the  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  promises 
to  be  a,  great  success,  and  the  funds  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  and  Convalescent  Home  will  undoubtedly 
greatly  benefit  from  the  undertaking.    It  will  take  place 
on  the  river  Arun,  at  Amberley,  on  June  20,  and  as  this 
will  be  the  clubman's  first  opportunity  of  commencing  the 
season  s  coarse  fishing,  Jack,  Tom,  and  Harry  should  be 
in  evidence  at  London  Bridge  station  well  before  6.50  a  m 
on  June  20.    Doubtless  "  General  "  Eldridge  and  his  able 
confrere  Frank  Vanhegan  will  have  two  trains  full  of 
anglers  under  their  charge  on  the  occasion. 
a    »   i?n<?wing  have  kindly  given  prizes  in  money :  Mr. 
A.  A.  Eldridge,  Mr.  Duke  (Bridge  Inn,  Amberley),  Mr. 
Cunningham  Mr  F.  Vanhegan,  Mr.  Rogers  (Cricketers), 
Mr.  Clark,  Mr.  Abbott,  Brighton  Anglers,  Mr.  J.  Fitch 
Mr.  H.  Smith,  Mr.  H.  Scott,  Mr.  Conybeare,  Mr.  White- 
bread,  Mr.  Gibbs,  Mr.  Etherington,  Mr.  Stone,  Mr.  Greg 
Mr.  J.  K.  Fitch,  Mr.  Galloway,  Mr.  S.  Hill,  Mr.  Gardir  er! 
Mr.  Lidbetter,  Mr.  Rowland  Hill,  Mr.  James,  Mr.  Lander 
Mr.  J.  Osborn,  Lincoln  A.S.,  and  Mr. A.  R.  Matthews. 

Ihe  following  have  promised  prizes  in  kind :  Mr. 
Feck,  roach  pole;  Mr.  Sparrow,  rod,  winch,  and  line  • 
Mr  F.  Newton,  prize;  Mr.  J.  Smith,  prize  ;  Mr.  h' 
Fatman,  prize;  Mr.  Musgrave,  prize;  Mr.  F.  Thorling 
prize;  Mr.  Minear,  prize;  Mr.  J.  Wigley,  lamp;  Mr' 
Vine,  prize;  Mr.  W.  Parkin,  prize;  and  Mr.  Wood 
(lloxton  Brothers),  prize. 


Visitors  to  the  Royal  Aquarium  during  the  holidays 
will  find  a  surfeit  of  amusement  provided.  Apart  from  the 
varieties,  which  run  from  10  a.m.  until  11.15  p.m.,  and  the 
world  s  greatest  show  at  2  and  7  o'clock,  there  is  to  be  a 
■lays  bicycle  contost  betwoon  men  and  women  pro- 
fessionals for  £100,  commencing  on  Whit  Monday.  Visitors 
will  also  be  enabled  to  shake  hands  with  a  lady  who  is  8ft. 
m  height  and  17  years  old.  There  is  certainly  a  fine 
programme. 


#ott0  from  tf)c  ilortf). 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh,  Secretary  for  Scotland  is 
presently  acting  as  Minister-in-Attendance  on  Her  Majesty 
at  Balmoral.    He  has  no  golf  course  nearer  than  Ballater 
but  has  taken  to  the  rod  instead  of  the  club,  and  is 
whipping  up  the  Balmoral  pools. 

Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  and  Capt.  Fitzwilliam  had 
between  them  twenty-five  fish  last  week.  Their  best  day 
was  Friday,  when  they  had  seven  and  eight  respectively  on. 
the  Invercauld  Dee  water  at  Braemar. 

Grilse  are  now  being  got  freely  on  most  of  the  middle 
reaches  of  the  Dee,  but  they  are  by  no  means  so  prolific  in 
numbers  as  we  should  like  to  see.  There  hae  been  a  falling 
off  in  the  returns  of  the  East  Coast  salmon  fisheries,  which 
will  also  have  a  damping  effect  on  the  summer  migration. 

About  100  salmon,  weighing  10001b.  nett,  were  on  the 
slabs  ot  the  Aberdeen  market  on  Saturday.  This  gives 
an  average  of  101b.,  but  the  average  for  the  week  is  nearer 

A  few  days  ago  Mr.  John  Cowie,  head  keeper  to  Sir 
Reginald  Gipps,  K.C.B.,  Delfur  Lodge,  Boharm,  landed 
the  top  weight  of  the  Spay,  and  of  the  season  for  that 
matter— a  beauty  of  451b.,  fresh  up.  He  hooked  him  in 
the  Two  Stones  "  pool,  opposite  Dundurcas,  and,  after 
aJ£0str^??ltmg  TUn,  was  sucoessful  in  bringing  him  to  the 
gaff.  This  is  the  heaviest  fish  got  on  the  Delfur  water 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century. 

Lord  Morton's  Craigag  grouse  moor  has  been  totally 
ruined  by  a  moor  fire,  said  to  be  the  work  of  a  tramp,  who 
is  in  custody.  The  fire  raged  over  an  area  three  miles  long 
by  one  and  a  half  broad,  and  the  damage  was  estimated 
at  £1000.  Three  other  cases  of  heather  burning  in  the 
north  came  before  the  sheriff  at  Wick.  Two  farmers  and 
a  shepherd  were  up  for  breaches  of  the  statute.  The 
shepherd  was  fined  10s.,  and  the  cases  against  the  farmers 
broke  down.  There  is  always  a  difficulty  in  getting  good 
evidence  in  cases  of  moor  fires. 

The  Fishery  Board  for  Scotland  have  at  last  come  down 
on  the  matter  of  the  pollution  of  the  Don.  They  hav& 
sent  a  letter  to  the  district  committee  calling  attention  to 
the  state  of  the  river,  and  calling  upon  them  to  take 
steps  to  have  the  complaint  rectified.  The  scheme  of  the 
County  Council  was  dropped  the  other  week  because  the 
millowners  refused  to  coLtribute  more  than  their  rateable 
share  of  the  expenses.  ^^^^ 

Trawling  in  the  Moray  Firth  is  being  vigorously  prose- 
cuted by  foreign  trawlers,  chiefly  German,  the  fish  being' 
landed  at  Hull,  as  Scotch  ports  are  closed  pending  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  the  "  Alster  "  case.  In 
German  circles  there  is  a  feeling  that  British  protected 
waters  should  be  left  alone  by  foreigners  out  of  respect  to 
Butish  law.    4 

The  Aberdeen  Marine  Aquarium  is  apparently  "  hanging 
fire.  '  The  Town  Council  granted  £60  to  fit  up  the  eld 
bathing  station  with  tanks,  which  was  done.  But  there 
the  matter  stands.  The  tanks  are  still  empty.  To 
be  sure  there  was  a  great  public  meeting,  and  the  little 
insignificant  £60  aquarium  looked  down  upon.  Nothing 
short  of  a  £5000  business  was  to  be  looked  at.  But 
surely  small  fish  are  better  than  none,  and  the  marine 
algae,  the  octopus,  the  holothurian  would  thrive  as  well  in 
the  old  bathing  station  as  the  spiders  which  now  have  the 
place  at  their  disposal. 

Mr.  George  Duncan,  Inspector  to  the  Dee  Fishery- 
Board,  has  successfully  completed  the  turning  out  of 
500,000  ten  weeks  old  salmon  fry,  artificially  hatched  in 
the  Drum  hatchery,  an  account  of  which  we  gave  some 
weeks  back.  One  half  the  year's  produce  was  taken  to 
Aboyne  in  two  consignments,  and  without  the  loss  of  a 
single  fry.  The  trar sport  was  done  in  a  tank,  kindly 
presented  tOT  the  hatchery  by  Mr.  Garden  Gunsmith, 
Aberdeen.  Nothing  could  be  more  appropriate  for  the 
purpose  than  Mr.  Garden's  tank;  and  no  present  could 
have  teen  more  acceptable  to  Mr.  Duncan.  The  Marquis 
of  Huntley  recently  visited  the  hatchery,  and  spent  an  hour 
and  a  half  in  minutely  examining  every-  detail. 

The  Scotch  Fishery  Board  has  issued  its  annual  report 
on  the  salmon  fisheries  of  Scotland  as  a  Parliamentary 
Blue-book.  There  is  really  nothing  either  striking  or 
new  in  the  report,  only  what  is  said  has  the  imprimatur ' 
of  official  authority  when  printed  within  the  covers  of  a 
Blue-book.  Mr.  Archer  has,  as  usual,  compiled  a  mass 
of  information  about  the  salmon  fisheries,  and  he  is  to  be. 
complimented  on  his  compilations  and  report  generally. 

All  over  1896  was  above  the  average  as  a  salmou  year, 
but  below  it  as  a  grilse  year.    The  Aberdeen  Harbour 
Commissioners  give  the  number  and  weight  of  their  fish. 
It  was  an  exceptionally  good  year  to  them.    They  netted 
in  round  numbers,  £10,000  el'  salmon,  grilse,  and  sea 
trout.  "  The  statistics  seoms  to  show,"  remarks  the  report, 
"  that  the  steps  taken  on  the  Dee  afforda  striking  example 
of  the  improvement  which  can  bo  offected  iu  salmon  1 
fisheries  by  those  interested  in  the  upper  and  lower  waters 
acting  in  concort  for  the  common  weal."    Salmon  disease  i 
was  not  so  bad  in  1806  as  in  some  previous  years.  From 
the  Forth  1033  fish  were  taken  ;  South  KsK,' ;  North 
176  ;  Dee,  700  ;  Don,  38  j  Ythan,  467  ;  Ugio,  42  j  Doveron. 
340;  Annan,  264.  Special  Scotch. 
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BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  fish  in  the  river  Avon  have,  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  Pershore  Avon  Angling  Society,  enjoyed 
a  complete  rest  during  the  close  season.  The  whole  of  the 
river,  from  Evesham  down  to  Nafford  Mill,  has  been 
closed  against  fishing,  and  the  water  has  been  looked  after 
night  and  day  by  the  local 'anglers.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  close  season  Mr.  Hodgetts,  of  Wyre,  took  action 
against  one  of  the  local  anglers  for  fishing  his  water, 
which  resulted  in  the  angler  being  fined.  This  has 
deterred  others  from  fishing.  I  am  pleased  to  see  that  our 
Pershore  friends  intend  doing  all  in  their  power  to  make 
the  Avon  in  their  district  worthy  of  the  patronage  of  the 
Birmingham  anglers.  It  is  an  example  that  should  be 
followed  by  other  country  towns,  as  ever-fished  waters 
require  closing  in  order  to  allow  the  fish  to  multiply.  It 
may  not  be  that  the  anglers  will  find  any  better  sport  in 
the  Avon  this  year,  but  it  is  in  future  years  that  the  sport 
will  be  benefited.  The  river  will  be  opened  for  fishing  on  the 
16th  inst.,  and  no  one  will  be  allowed  to  fish  until  this 
date.  I  have  just  received  the  particulars  of  the  contest 
promoted  by  the  Newtown  (Stafford)  Angling  Society; 
it  is  their  fouith  annual  contest,  and  is  open  to  all  England ; 
the  date  is  fixed  for  Saturday,  June  19  next.  The 
contest  will  be  fished  in  private  water  situated  at  Wolseley 
Bridges,  which  has  been  kindly  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  club  by  Major  Wood,  of  Bishton  Hall.  The  water  is 
five  minutes'  walk  from  Colwich  station  (L.N.W.).  Many 
prizes  will  be  given.  First  prize,  £2  ;  second,  £1  10s.  ; 
third,  £1;  fourth  and  fifth,  15a.;  sixth,  seventh,  eighth, 
and  ninth,  10s. ;  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth, 
7s.  6d.  ;  fourteenth  to  twenty-sixth,  5s.  The  entrance  fee 
is  fixed  at  2s.  up  to  Thursday,  June  17th,  and  2s.  6d.  after 
that  date.  Mr.  C.  Waters,  of  the  Union  Hotel,  Stafford, 
will  act  as  referee.  The  draw  for  places  will  take  place 
on  the  ground,  the  contest  to  commence  at  3.15, 
and  will  be  of  two  hours'  duration.  Anglers  wishing  to 
take  part  in  the  contest  can  do  so  by  applying  to  the 
club  secretary,  Mr.  H.  Parsons,  5,  Cottage-lane,  Stafford. 
Our  clubs  are  very  busy  just  now  in  making  up  their 
quarterly  accounts  and  making  new  members.  A  number 
of  general  meetings  are  being  postponed,  owing  to  their 
coming  close  to  the  holidays.  When  these  meetings  do 
take  place,  arrangements  will  be  made  for  annual  contests. 
These  annual  affairs  are  just  now  claiming  the  attention  of 
the  members,  the  two  important  matters  being  the  dates 
and  places.  The  Birmingham  Association  will  within  the 
present  month  decide  where  they  intend  to  fish  their  annual 
contest,  as  the  date  is  fixed  for  Sept.  13.  The  quarterly 
meeting  of  the  Birmingham  Association  will  be  held  on 
Thursday  evening  next,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms  Hotel, 
Smithfield,  chair  taken  at  8.15  prompt,  when  the  whole 
of  the  work  done  by  the  committee  since  March  11  last 
will  be  placed  before  the  delegates.  The  half-yearly  sub- 
scription is  now  due  to  the  association,  but  owing  to  the 
holidays  the  general  secretary  has  decided  to  receive  the 
same  on  Saturday,  June  12  next,  at  the  Birmingham  Arms, 
Smithfield,  from  7.30  till  10.30. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 
Warm  weather,  favourable  winds,  and  gentle  showers  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  and  the  earlier  part  of  the 
present  week  caused  a  great  improvement  in  jingling  in 
the  Derbyshire  streams,  which,  however,  received  a  check 
on  Tuesday  last  through  heavy  thunder  showers,  which 
disturbed  and  discoloured  the  rivers,  from  which,  never- 
theless, they  are  now  rapidly  recovering,  and  are  fining 
down  after  the  needed  flushing  they  have  had.    Fish  have 
risen  during  the  past  week,  previous  to  the  storms,  much 
more  freely  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  and  sport  has 
on  most  waters  been  satisfactory.    Visitors  to  the  higher 
parts  of  the  Derwent  have  been  tolerably  numerous,  and 
some  nice  catches  of  fish  have  been  made  in  the  lengths  by 
Derwent  Bridge,  Ashopton,  and  Yorkshire  Bridge  ;  whilst 
on  the  Woodhvne  and  Bamford  reaches  several  anglers 
have  made  decent  creels,  both  by  fly  and  bottom  fishing, 
chiefly  by  the  former.    There  has  also  been  very  fair  sport 
on  the  waters  of  the  Hathersage  Assceiation,  by  Sickle- 
holme,  Hathersage,  and  Grindleford,  where  a  goodly 
number  of  fine  fish  have  been  killed,  with  the  fly  duns 
principally.    The  private  reaches  by  Stoke  and  Calver 
have  yielded  several  nice  lots  of  fish  to  the  owners  and 
lessees  of  the  waters  and  their  friends,  and  on  the 
neighbouring  lengths  of  the  Chatsworth  and  Baslow 
Club,   where  the  anglers  have  been  more  numerous 
than  of  late,   some  excellent   sport   has    been  had, 
the  greater  number  of  fish  having  been  killed  on  the 
water   between   the   Park   Mill,   Chatsworth  House, 
and  Baslow  Bridge ;  although  the  lower  lengths  from 
Beely.  Bridge,  by  Calton  Woods,  down  to  Rowsley,  have 
".ontributed  a  fair  share.    The  adjoining  Darley  Dale 
.aters,  upper  and  lower,  have  been  well  patronised  during 
the  week,  and  some  good  fish  have  been  taken  there  both 
by  fly  and  bottom-fishers.    Lower  down,  the  open  lengths 
of  the  river  in  the  Alderwasley  Valley,  down  to  near 
Broadholme,  have  yielded  a  very  respectable  number  of 
decent  i/-  1  fish  to  anglers  from  neighbouring  towns  and 
villages,  with  whom  these  lengths  of  the  Derwent  are 
favourites,  as  they  are  well  stocked  and  are  easily  acces- 
sible.   The  Lums  portion  of  Bentley  Brook,  a  tributary  of 
the  Derwent,  has  had  a  fair  sprinkling  of  visitors,  strangers 
and  locals,  on  its  spacious  waters,  by  whom  a  goodly 
number  of  fish  were  taken  by  bottom-fishing  with  worms, 
grubs,  and  ant-eggs.   There  has  also  been  some  good 
catches  both  on  the  private  and  on  the  open  lengths  of  the 
Amber,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Win  field,  Ogston,  and 
Overton  ;  and  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  killed  on 
the  reaches  of  the  Ecclesbourne  between  Farnah  and 
Alton,  and  also  on  its  tributary,  the  Sherbourne,  by 


anglers  privileged  to  fish  there.  There  has  been  about  the 
full  number  of  rods  allowed  on  the  Wye  between  Rowsley 
and  Bakewell,  and  several  good  creels  have  been  made ; 
and  the  angling  generally  has  been  satisfactory  on  the 
other  portions  of  the  river  up  to  Chee  Dale.  Anglers,  en 
the  Dove  have,  as  a  rule,  done  well,  both  on  the  Dovedale 
waters  and  on  the  lengths  beyond.  Fishing  prospects  are 
now  excellent  for  Derbyshire  streams. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  has  been  satisfactory  the  past  week, 
and  several  nice  trout  have  been  taken  in  the  Hull.  The 
river  is  in  first-class  condition  either  for  fly  or  minnow. 
The  spawning  of  coarse  fish  has  been  very  successful,  and 
shoals  of  roach  and  dace  are  to  be  seen  scouring  them- 
selves on  the  shallows.  The  trout  season  has  been  a  very 
poor  one  so  far.  Anglers  visiting  the  lower  portion  of 
the  river  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  a  waggonette  has 
commenced  to  run  daily  from  Newland  to  Duns  well, 
leaving  Newland  at  9  a.m.  and  2  p.m.,  returning  from 
Dunswell  at  4  p.m.  and  7  p.m.  The  Marlborough  A.S. 
fished  their  second  match  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  Fred. 
Phillipson  taking  the  first  prize.  The  Whitsuntide 
matches  are  now  occupying  attention.  The  Hull 
Ramblers  and  Brunswicks  are  going  to  Weel  Ferry,  the 
Navigation  to  Warne  Ferry,  the  Albions  to  Hull  Bridge, 
and  the  River  Hull  Society  to  Swinemoor.  The  Clarence 
A.S.  fish  their  second  match  on  the  Market  Weighton 
Canal  at  Bromfleet.  The  bottom  fishers  are  doing  well  at 
the  Ponds  on  the  Lincolnshire  side  of  the  Humber,  and 
the  Sandringham  Society  will  fish  a  match  at  the  Pond  at 
Barton  to-day  (June  5).  The  Holderness  Thursday  A.S. 
fished  their  first  match  on  the  Burstwick  Drain  at  fledon, 
Mr.  J.  Thompson  winning  the  first  prize.  An  open 
angling  match,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Clarence  A. A., 
takes  place  on  June  19  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Femby 
Sluice,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  T.  Glenton.  The  Wednes- 
day A.S.  have  a  special  meeting  on  June  8,  at  8  p.m.,  at 
headquarters,  to  arrange  preliminaries  for  their  first 
match  on  the  Ancholme  at  Briggon  June  16. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Prospects  have  materially  improved  during  the  past 
week,  and  the  outlook  is  most  favourable.  The  cold  winds 
that  have  lingered  so  long  in  the  lap  of  a  late  spring  have 
given  place  to  genial  southerly  and  westerly  breezes; 
welcome  showers  of  rain  have  fallen  almost  daily,  and  as  a 
consequence  rivers  and  mountain  brooks  that  were 
beginning  to  lose  their  continuity  have  been  freshened  and 
are  now  running  in  fuller  volume.  Fishing  is  decidedly 
better  on  river,  lake,  and  tarn,  and  we  shall  be  dis- 
appointed indeed  if  next  week  does  not  prove  to  be  one  of 
the  most  successful  angling  holidays  that  has  been 
experienced  for  some  years  past. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Judging  by  enquiries  from  our  various  tackle  dealers, 
there  is  sure  to  be  a  great  turn  out  of  fishermen  during 
next  week,  and,  given  anything  like  decent  weather,  a 
vast  amount  of  pleasure,  if  not  sport,  is  _  sure  to  be 
obtained.  The  Bolton  men  are  certain  to  visit  the  Wyres- 
dale  distiict  in  numbers;  their  custom  is  very  much 
catered  for  by  the  railway  company,  who  open  the  canal  to 
suit  their  convenience.  Oldham  will  be  well  represented 
at  Llanymynech  as  usual ;  they  go  there  every  Whit  week. 
The  anglers  in  this  town  are  going  very  strong  at  present  in 
angling  matters.  The  Ribble  continues  to  fish  well  in  the 
lower  reaches,  but  the  upper  reaches  have  suffered  by 
scarcity  of  water ;  strange  to  say,  the  upper  reaches 
receive  the  most  attention  in  watching  and  stocking,  and 
the  return  in  sport  is  disappointing.  The  Ribble  has 
improved  in  purity,  but  even  on  this  item  we  hear  growls  : 
the  Fleetwood  fishermen  declare  that  the  fish  in  the 
estuary  are  deprived  of  their  food  in  consequence,  and 
have  left  their  old  feeding  ground.  The  negotiations 
between  Liverpool  and  Warrington  anglers  on  fishing 
matters  is  certain  to  cement  their  friendship  on  sound 
principles.  An  important  meeting  of  the  council  of  the 
Northern  Anglers'  Association  is  called  for  to-day,  the 
5th,  at  Wigan.  It  would  be  interesting,  no  doubt,  to 
know  what  caused  such  an  inconvenient  day  to  be  decided 
on ;  the  attendance  is  bound  to  suffer. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

A  glorious  change  has  come  over  trout  fishing  prospects 
since  my  last  notes  were  dispatched,  and  anglers  are  now 
all  astir.  We  have  had  some  heavy  rains,  which  have  put 
the  streams  in  capital  condition,  and  the  spell  of  warm 
weather  this  week  has  bestirred  the  fish  to  activity.  Both 
branches  of  sport,  with  fly  and  bottom  tackle,  have 
proved  remunerative.  Those  prosecuting  the  former 
method  have  captured  from  four  to  six  brace  in  the 
evening.  About  an  hour  or  so  before  sunset  has  proved 
the  best  part  of  the  day  for  the  fly,  but  the  fish  have  not 
risen  much  in  the  daytime  where  the  hot  rays  of  the  sun 
lave  been  directly  on  the  water.  The  improvement  in  sport 
seems  pretty  general,  since  the  reports  from  most  streams 
give  encouraging  accounts.  With  a  continuance  of  warm 
weather  and  an  occasional  shower,  trout  fishermen  should 
now  have  a  spell  of  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  men  have  been  very  loyal  to  close  season,  and  no 
doubt  will  enjoy  all  the  more  their  coming  emancipation. 
Their  local  association,  the  County  Palatine  Angling  Asso- 
ciation, have  set  a  good  example  in  rigidly  adhering  to  law 
and  order.  The  Derby  Angling  Society  have  decided  to 
visit  Waverton  on  Sunday,  July  11,  to  fish  a  match; 
special  railway  tickets  will  be  issued  in  connection  with 
tne  local  anglers'  trip  on  that  day.  Mr.  Walmesly  and 
friend,  fishing  Peover  Brook  on  the  29th,  killed  six  brace 
of  good  trout.  The  Blue  Bells,  of  Ancoats,  held  a  meeting 
on  the  1st,  which  was  well  attended.  They  decided  to  fish 
their  first  match  on  July  18  at  North wich,  in  the  Weaver. 


Their  jovial  treasurer  announced  that  he  was  negotiating 
for  some  private  waters  for  their  exclusive  use.  Several 
locals  were  out  in  Derbyshire  on  Monday  last,  but  could 
not  get  hold  of  any  trout  for  hungry  perch.  On  Wednes- 
day the  same  party  did  better  in  the  Derwent,  but  not 
what  they  expected  to  do.  The  Merry  Anglers  were  chiefly 
occupied  on  the  2nd  with  the  arrangement  of  their  prize 
list.  The  authorities  in  this  city  have  secured  a  convic- 
tion in  the  case  of  salmon  out  of  season.  The  working 
man  angler  would  be  grateful  if  the  same  authorities  would 
punish  a  few  dealers  in  coarse  fish  out  of  season.  They 
could  get  cases  any  day.  A  new  club  has  been  formed  in 
Manchester,  whose  express  objects  are  sport,  no  matches, 
and  no  prizes.  The  subscription  and  entrance  fees  are 
rather  heavy. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Some  fair  catches  of  roach  and  bream  are  still  being 
obtained  in  the  vicinity  of  Wroxham  and  Salhouse  on  the 
Bure.  The  fish  are  taking  well  about  there,  and  are  being 
caught,  the  roach  on  white  paste,  and  the  bream  on  both 
white  paste  and  worms.  Neither  fish  appear  to  be  near 
spawning  yet  in  the  few  reaches  on  which  they  are  being 
taken.  On  the  Yare  nothing  has  been  done,  and  on  the 
upper  waters  sport  is  slow  owing  to  the  lack  of  rain,  a  good 
amount  of  which  is  very  much  wanted.  The  fish  caught 
at  Stoke  last  week  was  a  true  salmon  and  not  a  salmon 
trout,  and  is  the  first  salmon  recorded  as  taken 
with  fly  in  Norfolk.  Three  other  salmon  have  been 
taken  in  recent  years  near  Norwich.  One  is  in  the 
Norwich  Museum ;  the  second,  which  was  caught  at 
Keswick,  is  stuffed,  and  is  now  at  Keswick  Hall ; 
and  the  third  was  taken  in  a  net  at  the  New  Mills, 
Norwich,  in  1870,  and  weighed  151b.,  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Rudd,  of  Norwich.  Although 
salmon  are  scarcely  ever  seen  in  our  waters  now — in  fact, 
it  might  be  said  that  there  have  been  no  fish  of  this  kind 
in  Norfolk,  except  the  four  already  mentioned,  in  about  a 
quarter  of  a  century — yet  they  were  once  fairly  numerous, 
as  there  are  entries  in  an  eld  book  at  a  Manor  near 
Norwich  of  payments  made  to  the  owner  of  Trowse  Mills 
for  supplying  these  fish,  and  from  the  number  of  entries 
and  the  amounts  raid  it  seems  that  a  good  number  of 
salmon  must  have  been  caught. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

We  have  had  a  number  of  thunderstorms,  ,and  on 
Wednesday  the  Trent  began  to  rise.  A  substantial  rise  is 
greatly  needed  in  order  effectually  to  cleanse  the  bed  of 
the  river.  Coarse  fish  have  not  yet  left  the  gravelly 
shallows,  and  indications  with  the  rod  point  to  a  later 
season  than  usual.  Salmon  have  again  been  showing  on 
various  parts  of  the  river,  but  anglers  appear  to  have 
relaxed  their  efforts  in  the  pursuit  of  the  sport.  Roundly 
speaking,  it  is  scarcely  worth  following,  and  those  who 
have  pursued  it  in  the  past  will  be  heartily  glad  when  the 
legitimate  campaign  opens  on  Wednesday  week.  Not  a 
few  fishermen  are  already  making  arrangements  for  a 
turn  amongst  the  barbel  with  the  caddis  grub,  and  it 
should  prove  a  more  effective  bait  than  the  worm.  On 
May  28  the  river  Greet  was  netted  for  perch  by  the  local 
keepers,  assisted  by  Mr.  J.  Treman  and  Mr.  W.  Foulds, 
of  the  Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association.  Something  like 
400  were  taken,  and  the  fish  were  afterwards  turned  into 
the  association's  waters  below  the  Greet  mouth.  The 
Green  Drake  is  appearing  on  the  local  tributaries,  and 
trout  anglers  are  hoping  to  make  substantbl  creels.  There 
is  plenty  of  night  lining  going  on  in  the  Trent  near  Wilford 
and  Clifton,  and  the  recent  "  flush  "  has  set  eels  freely  on 
the  move.  They  are  making  from  6d.  to  81.  a  pound.  Mr. 
W.  Gaskell,  the  respected  president  of  the  Wellington 
Society,  has  written  a  letter  to  one  of  the  Nottingham 
papers  on  the  gross  pollution  of  the  river  below  the  Stoke 
sewage  farm.  The  writer  says  :  "A  fortnight  ago  I  went 
down  the  river  to  try  a  spin  for  a  salmon.  The  fumes  from 
the  water  and  banks  under  the  sun's  rays  were  so  powerful 
that  I  had  to  leave  the  water  several  times  in  order  to 

r?gain  possession  of  failing  senses  It  is  just  as 

essential  to  consider  what  steps  can  be  taken  to  render  the 
water  of  our  river  as  wholesome  and  useful  to  others  after 
we  have  done  with  it  as  it  is  to  procure  it  as  such  in  the 
first  instance."  What  anglers  really  require  is  a  Board  of 
Trade  inquiry  on  the  spot. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Sport  during  the  end  of  last  week  was  not  of  a  very 
encouraging  character,  the  weather  being  too  fine  and  dry, 
and  the  water  too  low  and  clear  to  permit  of  many  trout 
being  caught.     On   Saturday  afternoon  a  well-known 
Sheffielder — a  barrister — had  a  try  for  the  trout  in  the  - 
Derwent  between    Grindleford   and   Hathersage,  and 
although  he  waded  assiduously  for  three  or  four  hours  he 
caught  nothing,  the  water  being  sadly  in  need  of  a 
freshening  up.    Fortunately  the  weather  altered  during 
the  week  end,  and  several  heavy  showers  fell  on  Saturday 
and  Sunday,  but  not  sufficient  to  make  any  material 
difference  to  the  river.    On  Tuesday,  however,  rain  fell 
continually  for  saveral  hours,  the  downpour  being  a  very 
heavy  one.     This  has  made  a  vast  improvement  to  all  the 
local  streams,  and  with  plenty  of  water  in  the  banks 
anglers  are  now  looking  forward  to  some  bettor  sport. 
The  best  sport  during  the  past  week  has  been  had  in 
the  Sheaf,  and,  with  a  steady  flow  of  water  coming 
frooi  one  of  the  mill  dams  higher  up  the  stream, 
anglers    who  havo  patronised   the  Millhousjs  section 
have  caught  some  very  nice  trout.   The  best  results  have 
been  sacured  in  the  evenings,  and  at  this  period  of  the 
day  numerous  rods  have  been  at  work,  with  results  of  a 
more  or  less  gratifying  character.    A  week  ago  Mr.  R, 
Frhtwell,  a  well-known  angler,  caught  a  splendid  trout  in 
the  Sheaf,  near  Smithy  Bottom.    The  fish  weighed  241b., 
and  was  a  beautiful  specimen.    Local  anglers  who  have 
patronised  the  Idle  have  fared  fairly  well,  whilst  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers  Society  havo  caught  a 
few  nice  fish  in  the  Amber  and  Wingfield.   Prospects  for 
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"THE  'PURPLE  HEATHER' 
FISHING  JACKET 

will  be  received  with  favour  by  those  who  study 
comfort  with  appearance."  —  Fishing  Gazette, 
Nov.  14,  1896.   

"  An  admirably  designed  coat  ....  so  out 
at  the  back  that,  while  it  allows  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  to  the  shoulders  and  arms,  it 
always  falls  into  its  place  and  hangs  well  and  ship- 
shape. It  is,  in  fact,  exactly  what  a  true  sports- 
man requires — a  thoroughly  useful  and  workman- 
like garment." — Rod  and  Gun,  Oct.  17,  1896. 
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CLOTH. 
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A  BOOK  TO  AKGLEES  ana  TOTOISTS- 
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Consomme  and  French 


SOUDS. 
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"  '  EESISTUS  '  is  the  name  of  a  new  cloth  which 
has  the  tenacity  and  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
linen  twill,  but  to  the  touch  there  is  that  feeling  of 
softness  and  comfort  inseparable  from  a  woollen 
material.  ...  A  more  suitable  fabric  out  of 
which  to  fashion  sportsmen's  garments  could  not 
be  imagined." — Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  14,  1896. 


DR.  JAEGER'S  CO. 

PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  CONDUIT  STREET,  W 

Telegrams— "  HIGHJVIOST,  LONDON." 


Maggi's 
CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tubes, 
is.  8d.: 


Maggi's 

French  Soups 

(33  Varieties). 

In  Packets  or  6  Tablets, 
each  Packet  Is.  Id. ; 


Post  Free,  ds.  lOfd.        Post  Free,  is.  7d.  ____ 

Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  Invitation  will  be  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

Bead  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa,  April  19,  1896. 
Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  Consomme.   We  have  found  the 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  60th  Bifies,  A.D.C.  to  the  Sirdar. 

Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12,  1896. 
I  nave  to-day  tried  the  samples  of  Condensed  Soups  you  sent  me,  and  I  consider  them  of  the 
highest  value  for  Expeditions  when  every  ounce  of  weight  and  every  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con- 
sidered.  The  Consomme  is  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

(Signed)        Joseph  Russell-Jeaffebson,  F.R.G.S.,  Ao. 

OF  ALL  GROCERS  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Sole  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET, 

LONDON,  W., 

 Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme"  may  be  tasted  daily. 


Supplied  with  Running  Water  to  Represent  the  River  and  its  Tributaries. 

PANORAMIC  MODEL  the  ROYAL  RIVER  THAMES, 

WITH   ITS  TRIBUTARIES. 


FROM    SOURCE    TO    TEE  IE 

(About  50ft.  long  by  4J  wide.) 


ITOBE  LIGHT. 


ON  EXHIBITION,  in  the  North  Gallery,  at  the  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YACHTING  and  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,  1897. 

Showing  the  Towns  Islands,  Bridges,  Locks,  and  Weira  in  bold  relief,  with  Model,,  of  some  of  the  Principal  Buildings  along  its  banks.  It  also  shows  the 
Rl8e  and  Fall  of  the  Tide  up  to  Teddingrton  (Ttde-End  town),  and  Vessels  of  all  descriptions  floating  on  the  River.  This  Model  was  eugge.ted  by  Mr.  R.  B 
Marston,  Ed.tor  of  the  FisMng  Gazette,  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Inland  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Imperial  Institute,  and  constructed  in  seven  weeks  by 

HENR 

GKOGEA.PHKE,  SURVEYOR, 


BRION, 

DRAUGHTSMAN,    MODELLER,     and     RELIEVO     MA.T?     PUBLISHER,  Sco. 
XT,  H  B        GARPBJJS,        I*  KCKHAM 


RYE,  XjONDON, 


FIELD  MARSHAL  LORD  ROBERTS  ON  CAPTAIN  MAHAN'S  BOOKS. 

book  's^cid  'The  Influence  of  Sea  Power  upon  History'  had  had.   It  was  a  great 

tbMt^T  AK^THE^the  l^fffiT^  IVtt^TV^0^  8°J:onvinPi^  ™  ^s  arguments  even  to  the  dullest  understanding, 

at  a  vrowrlevflof^  -?™^m^fermiwe,  the&  wh^ever  the  cost,  our  Navy  should  be  maintained 

at  a  proper  level  of  prepai  edness,  so  that  our  command  of  the  sea  should  ever  remain  unquestioned." 

From  the  Speech  of  Field  Marshal  Lord  Roberts  at  the  Booksellers'  dinner,  May  8,  1897 
3XTow    ft.ea.d3r    at    all    BookBellers'    and    tlie  Libraries. 

CAPTAIN   A.   T.   MAHAN'S   NEW  WORK. 

THE  LIFE  OP  NELSON.  The  Embodiment  of  the  Sea  Power  of  Great  Britain. 

2  vols.,  dtsmy  8vo.,  Illustrated  with  many  Photogravure  Portraits,  oloth  extra,  gilt  top  36s.  net 
«A™arrf»niW^  f'r'T    '   ;      By  fa.r  the  b9Bt '  Life  of  Nelson'  that  has  ever  been  written."- JW 

4g^t  ^  portmtare  of  the  ife  and  character  of  the  greatest  of  our  naval  heroes.    .   .    .    This  great  work. 

y  B"  men'     spectator^  Destined  to  take  Its  place  among  the  foremost  biographies  of  any  literature."— Graphic. 

*xo-w  3F*.©a<a.y,  at  all  Bookaellera 


—  —  —  »y  j  ~    *  ~  *        ■  ■wwjfc.ppxxox  n  . 

A  History  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present. 

I  firm  A  aaiaf/i/-}  Vvtt        «•  n     T>     fif  ADI/Ul  ~\€     IT  n  T»      T»  T»         n         /-I       i     •        »      m      „  ,  *  ,  ,   ,  h,  ww 


Volume  -j 

THE   ROYAL  NAVY. 

By  WM.  LAIRD  CLOWES,  PeW  oc  King's  College,  London.     Assisted  by  Sir  C.  R.  MAEKHAM,  K.C.B.,  P.R.G.S.  ;  Captain  A.  T.  MAHAN,  U.8.N.  i 
ivir.  n.  w.  WILSUJN  ;  &c.         5  vols.,  with  numerous  Illustrations,  royal  8vo.,  oloth  oxtra,  25s.  oaoh  not. 
„_  .  Tho  First  Volume  of  the  History  brings  the  narrative  to  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

He  ha-  produced  an  Indispensable  and  standard  *wk.' -Mamfartf.  _  »  Everywhere  tho  book  affords  evidence  of  painstaking  research. "-Morning  Pet. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street.  E  C. 
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the  coarse  fishing  season  are  extremely  rosy,  and  the  two 
local  organisations  are  making  huge  preparations  for  the 
opening.  The  Sheffield  Amalgamated  Anglers'  Society 
has  secured  some  excellent  fishing  rights,  and  have 
already  decided  upon  a  fishing  match  to  take  place  at 
Kirkshead.  An  inquiry  of  great  interest  to  fishermen 
was  held  recently  at  Chesterfield  by  Mr.  C.  E.  Fryer, 
Inspector  of  Fisheries,  into  the  scale  of  licence  duties 
made  on  Dec.  2,  189f>,  by  the  Board  of  Conservators  of  the 
Yorkshire  Fishery  District,  and  also  into  certain  bye-laws 
made  on  the  same  date  with  reference  to  fishing  regula- 
tions. The  bye-laws  were  supported  by  Mr.  Jones,  secre- 
tary to  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board ;  Mr.  W.  Glossop, 
solicitor,  Chesterfield,  opposed  on  behalf  of  the  Chester- 
field Angling  Association;  and  Mr.  Tyson,  Eckington,  re- 
presented the  Rother  Angling  Association.  Mr.  Jones 
said  the  bye-law  relating  to  trout  was  the  only  one 
affecting  the  opposition,  as  there  were  no  salmon  in 
the  Derbyshire  waters  affected  by  the  bye-laws.  The 
bye-laws  were  made  from  time  to  time,  and  it  was  pro- 
posed to  re-enact  the  whole  of  them.  The  scale  of 
charges  was  precisely  the  same  as  they  had  been  for  years, 
and  the  Board  were  satisfied  that  a  charge  of  one  shilling 
per  rod  would  be  sufficient  to  work  the  district.  Mr. 
Glossop  objected  to  any  bye-laws  being  applied  to  the 
Derbyshire  waters.  There  was  not  a  single  person 
interested  in  the  fisheries  in  the  district  that  was  in  favour 
of  the  bye-laws.  After  several  witnesses  had  been  called, 
Mr.  Glossop  maintained  that  no  evidence  had  been  given 
with  regard  to  the  Rother.  The  bye-laws  only  affected 
the  Sheaf,  and  with  that  stream  they  had  nothing  to  do. 
The  Yorkshire  Board  could  not  benefit  the  Chesterfield 
district,  and  therefore  Chesterfield  anglers  objected  to 
paying  for  a  rod  licence  unless  they  received  some  benefit. 
Mr.  Tyson  opposed  the  bye-laws  on  the  ground  that  no 
benefit  would  accrue  to  fishermen  from  the  payment  of 
one  shilling  per  rod.  The  tax  would  also  debar  a  good 
many  working  men  from  following  their  amusement. 
Other  witnesses  gave  evidence  opposing  the  bye-laws,  and 
the  inquiry  closed  after  lasting  nearly  four  hours.  . 

FROM  SHROPSHIRE. 

River  poachers  in  the  Shropshire  district,  now  fortu- 
nately fewer  than  in  previous  years,  will  do  well  to  take 
warning  from  the  case  referred  to  in  these  columns  last 
week,  in  which  a  man  named  Thomas  Joy,  of  Shrewsbury, 
was  fined  £2  and  costs  for  laying  a  great  length  of  night 
line  in  the  Shropshire  Association's  water,  and  that 
warning  has  been  considerably  emphasized  hy  another 
conviction  being  recorded  against  the  same  individual 
on  the  following  day.  In  the  case  last  referred 
to,  Joy  was  charged  with  laying  a  night  line  in  the 
borough  of  Shrewsbury.  The  Severn  Board  of 
Conservators  prosecuted,  and  the-  Shrewsbury  magis- 
trates, taking  a  more  serious  view  of  the  offence  of 
nightline  laying  than  did  the  Albright  on  Bench,  inflicted  a 
fine  of  £5  and  costs,  or  in  default  a  month's  imprisonment. 
The  payment  of  £7  and  costs  in  oue  week  for  using  illegal 
instruments  to  take  fish  will  probably  deter  other  persons 
like  minded  from  following  such  risky  pursuits.  The 
magistrate's  decisions  may,  at  first  sight,  appear  somewhat 
harsh,  but  when  looked  at  in  the  light  of  facts  are  not  so. 
The  lines  laid  were  of  no  ordinary  kind,  having  one  or  two 
hcoks  only ;  but  in  one  case  over  two  hundred  yards  of 
line,  bristling  with  hooks,  was  laid  over  a  ford  well  known 
to  trout  fishers  a  few  miles  above  Shrewsbury.  It  is  true 
that  only  perch  and  eels  were  taken  from  the  offender  by 
the  bailiffs  ;  but  the  destruction  of  trout  by  illegal  methods 
lias  been  one  of  the  greatest  evils  that  Shropshire  anglers 
have  had  to  put  up  with,  and,  when  it  is  considered,  that  a 
large  amount  of  money  is  annually  spent  in  restocking  the 
river  with  trout  fry,  it  cannot  be  wondered  at  that  heavy 
fines  are  inflicted  for  river  poaching. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

We  have  had  a  glorious  downfall  of  rain,  which  will  be 
of  inestimable  benefit  to  the  land,  and  will  improve  fishing 
very  much.  The  brooks  have  much  more  water  in  them, 
but  the  rivers  are  still  low  and  fine.  Sport  has  improved 
very  much  the  last  few  days,  and  some  nice  baskets  of 
trout  have  been  taken  with  maggot  and  the  fly — Green 
Drake,  Orle,  Yellow  Dun,  Blue  Dun,  and  the  Spinners  all 
killing.  The  clubs  are  getting  busy  now,  and  there  are  a 
lot  of  competitions  in  prospective,  including  a  competition 
between  all  the  clubs  belonging  to  the  Worcester  and 
District  Association,  and  another  between  the  above- 
named  clubs  and  the  clubs  in  the  Kidderminster  District. 
The"Sabrina"  Club,  held  at  the  Barley  Mow  Inn  on 
Monday  night,  decided  to  have  their  first  competition  on 
June  23  on  the  Teme  at  Martley.  The  chairman,  Mr. 
Aston,  promised  a  valuable  first  prize,  and  Mr.  D.  Diggle 
gives  a  fly  rod  as  a  special,  and  there  aro  a  variety  of 
others  to  be  competed  for,  and  no  doubt  there  will  be  a  big 
muster  when  the  dayl  comes.  The  Izaak  Wa'ton  Club 
had  their  first  outing  at  Banbury  on  Thursday  last  in  the 
Leadon.  The  day  was  favourable,  but,  the  water 
being  so  low  and  clear,  heavy  catches  were  not 
exp9cted.  The  trout  taken  was  in  good  condition,  all  under 
8in.  being  returned  to  the  water.  Messrs.  Allen,  Milling- 
ton,  Jones,  and  England  were  the  four  prize  winners,  and 
received  the  hearty  congratulations  of  their  friends.  A 
capital  dinner,  which  included  a  171b.  salmon,  was  capitally 
cooked  and  served  by  host  Bailey,  of  the  Village  Inn,  and 
put  all  on  capital  terms  with  themselves,  and  the  outing 
was  a  great  success.  The  two  new  clubs  at  Evesham  have 
made  a  good  start.  The  Jolly  Gardeners'  Society  held 
their  first  meeting  on  Monday,  when  there  was  a  very 
good  attendance.  Capital  officers  and  a  good  committee 
were  appointed,  and  over  forty  members  enrolled.  The 
Jubilee  Angling  Club  bad  a  well  attended  meeting  on 
Tuesday  evening,  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.J.  Morton,  at  the 
Trumpet  Inn.  About  fifty  members  were  enrolled,  and 
it  is  expected  the  Mayor  will  be  president,  and  several 


influential  gentlemen  vice-presidents.  Mr.  Geo.  Hughes 
was  elected  treasurer,  a  management  committee  appointed, 
and  rules  were  submitted  and  passed,  and  everything 
points  to  success. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  thunder  rains  have  done  something  to  improve  the 
livers  for  fishing,  and  prospects  for  Whitsuntide  have 
brightened  generally.  Many  anglers  have  been  out,  and 
fair,  all-round  sport  along  the  trout  streams  has  been  ex- 
perienced. The  waters  of  the  Wharfe  in  some  parts  are 
reported  to  be  swarming  with  fish.  News  from  Richmond 
is  to  the  effect  that  some  fine  sport  has  been  enjoyed  in 
the  deepest  pools  and  streams  of  the  Swale,  the  long- 
continued  drought  having  given  way  to  a  splendid 
rainfall.  Mr.  Fred  Spencer,  of  Richmond,  a  few  days 
ago,  maraged  sixty-eight  trout  up-stream,  the  flies  used 
being  Pheasant  and  Orange,  the  favourite,  and  Dark  Blue  ; 
whilst  Mr.  John  Barker,  of  Reeth,  caught  forty-one  at  a 
single  outing.  A  few  nice  baskets  of  trout  have  also  been 
taken  on  the  banks  of  the  Yare.  Pond  fishing  and  angling 
in  reservoirs  with  fly,  or  with  natural  minnow,  has,  in 
some  cases,  yielded  tolerably  good  sport.  A  Leeds  angler 
recently  caught  eight  and  a  half  brace  of  trout  in  Swinsty 
Reservoir.  The  Harrogate  Angling  Association  are 
seriously  directing  their  attention  to  the  pollution  of 
the  Oak  Beck, '  a  tributary  of  the  Nidd,  by  the  local 
gasworks.  Two .  men  appeared  before  the  Richmond 
Bench,  on  Saturday,  on  charges  of  illegal  fishing  in 
the  Swale  with  a  net  on  Good  Friday,  and  were  fined 
£4  0s.  8d.  each,  or  a  month's  imprisonment  in  default. 
One  of  them  was  also  fined  £2  and  15s.  costs  for  fishirig 
with  night  lines,  and  his  licence  was  forfeited.  Two_  men 
pleaded  guilty  at  Whitby  to  unlawfully  taking  and  killing 
trout  by  hand  at  Stainsacre  Beck,  and  were  fined.  For 
fishing  for  trout  without  a  licence  at  Dunswell,  three  men 
were  convicted  at  Hull.  Mr.  Barker,  president  of  the 
Hull  A.  A.  Society,  who  was  called  for  the  defence,  said 
he  had  fished  the  river  for  thirty-five  years,  and  had  never 
caught  trout  at  Dunswell,  and  Mr.  Hull,  the  secretary, 
corroborated . 
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[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.^ 

THE  WYE  AT  DERBYSHIRE. 
Dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  condition 
of  the  river  Wye  at  Buxton,  Derbyshire.  Having  in  1893 
and  former  years  often  fished  this  beautiful  stream  with 
some  success,  and  wishing  this  season  to  revisit  it,  I  per- 
suaded a  well-known  Derbyshire  angler  to  join  me,  and  on 
a  beautiful  "  fishy  "  morning  of  last  week  we  journeyed  to 
Buxton  by  an  early  train,  duly  armed  with  Duns  of  all 
shades.  The  fishing  below  Buxton,  as  some  of  your 
readers  are  aware,  is  obtained  by  ticket,  which  allows  the 
angler  to  fish  from  below  Buxton  to  Blackwell  Mill,  a 
matter  of  about  three  miles.  This  stream  has  doubtless 
been  the  outlet  for  Buxton  sewage  from  time  immemorial, 
and  in  1893  and  in  former  years,  when  fishing  it,  one  found 
it  necessary,  owing  to  this  pollution,  to  walk  at  least  a  mile 
from  Buxton  before  it  was  worth  while  to  cast  a  fly.  On 
the  present  occasion,  at  the  point  where,  hitherto,  fishing 
might  be  attempted  with  some  prospect  of  success,  our 
nostrils  were  still  assailed  by  the  unpleasant  odour  of 
sewage,  which  had,  of  course,  been  yet  more  marked  near 
Buxton,  and.  the  river  appeared  to  be  seriously  affected  for 
at  least  another  mile.  From  this  point  the  water  im- 
proved, thanks  to  the  springs  which  here  enter  the  stream. 
Fish  were  now  to  be  seen,  but  appeared  to  be  in  a  very 
torpid  state,  and  were  not  feeding  upon  the  natural  flies 
upon  the  water,  a  condition  which,  at  this  season  and  on 
such  a  day,  we  could  only  attribute  to  the  quantity  of 
sewage  which  they  must  have  absorbed.  We  walked  on  to 
Blackwell  Mill  without  success,  having  only  seen  one  rise, 
which  was  not  repeated,  and  returned  to  Buxton  thoroughly 
disappointed.  The  deterioration  in  the  condition  of  this 
stream  can  only  be  due,  I  fear,  to  the  increased  pollution 
consequent  upon  the  growth  of  the  population  of  Buxton  ; 
and  unless  some  steps  are  taken  to  curtail  this  pollution,  a 
once  pure  and  beautiful  trout  stream  will  be  lost  to  the 
angler  for  ever. — I  am,  yours  truly,  Angler. 

SHORT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — I  read  Mr.  Mather's  very  interesting 
remarks  on  short  rods  in  a  recent  issue  with  the  greatest 
pleasure.  I  do  not  see  what  any  true  British  angler  can 
add  to  what  this  sportsman  says,  except  an  expression  of 
regret  that  such  a  letter  as  his  was  necessary.  Is  not  the 
angler  who  uses  an  unnecessary  ounce  of  weight  or  inch 
of  length  in  the  same  category  with  the  shooter  who  goes 
after  grouse  with  an  artillery  12-pounder  gun  or  snipe  with 
a  Gatling  ?  And  what  is  necessary  ?  let  us  ask.  Surely 
every  angler  worthy  of  the  name  will  agree  that  the 
answer  is  that  which,  aided  with  a  dexterity  worthy  of 
being  called  artistic,  enables  you  to  reach  your  fish,  and 
which,  aided  by  the  same  indispensable  faculty,  enables 
you  to  kill  him.  Anything  beyond  this  stamps  a  man  as 
a  bungler  or  worse.  Happily,  the  tendency  of  late  years 
with  us  is  all  in  the  direction  suggested  by  Mr.  Mather, 
and  I  feel  grateful  to  him  for  his  letter  as  helping  in  the 
good  work.  Every  little  counts.  I  have  been  the  only  Lot 
in  a  guilty  Sodom  myself,  and  know  what  it  is  to  have  to 
encounter  the  laugh  of  a  crowd  of  scorneis  when  1  ventured 
to  take  my  place  amongst  them  wi  h  my  "  toy,"  as  they 
were  hauling  out  lib.  trout  by  the  hair  of  the  head  with 
telegraph  poles  hitched  to  waggon  ropes.  The  very  boat- 
man I  sometimes  employed  demanded  more  than  m  irLet 
wages  to  ccmrpengate  for  the  derision  bis  fell'cfws  made  him 


undergo  for  the  part  he  indirectly  bore  in  the  new  phase  of 
angling  childishness.  But  magna  Veritas  est,  &c.  Sober 
are  now  the  scorners,  for  my  converts — not  a  few — with  the 
characteristic  zeal  of  the  convert  in  all  causes,  are  not  only 
enthusiastic  but  aggressive — a  veritable  church  militant. 
And  the  fish,  too,  have  not  been  simply  passive  under  the 
new  discipline.  Far  from  it.  They  now  rise  to  the 
occasion,  and  the  steam  thrasher  with  his  flail  comes  home 
"  dry,"  and  a  sadder  and  wiser  man. 

One  word  about  the  salmon  angler,  and  I  have 
dpne.  The  man  who  lightens  his  rod  weights  his 
basket.  Pardon  the  way  of  putting  it,  but  the  fact 
is  certain.  The  flies  used  are  beyond  you.  You  must 
mount  what  kills,  were  it  the  size  of  a  pigeon.  So  much  I 
concede,  for  I  feel  that  to  act  here  would  be  pedantic,  and 
give  fair  ground  to  the  Philistine  to  do  after  his  kind.  But 
within  this  vital  limit,  the  lightest  "  collar  "  that  will 
carry  your  "  pigeon,"  the  lightest  line  that  will  suffice  for 
that,  and  the  lightest  rod  that  will  support  the  burden 
of  all  make  up  the  golden  rule.  How  many  hours 
a  day  can  the  average  man  wield  a  19ft.  or  20ft. 
pole  in  indifferent  wading,  and  with  a  rasty  wind?  I 
do  not  count  the  time  he  is  sitting  on  a  boulder  waiting 
for  "that  fish  near  the  froth"  to  show  again,  nor  yet 
time  spent  in  sauntering  to  the  next  pool,  nor  yet  the  ten 
minutes  occupied  in  filling  and  lighting  his  pipe,  white  the 
gillie  is  trying  that  throw  under  the  firs.  Why,  sir,  I 
once  wiped  the  eyes  of  two  anglers,  two,  mind  you,  who  as 
salmon  fishers  could  give  me  points  in  other  essentials,  but 
who  (they  were  neither  Sandows,  certainly),  during  the 
week  we  were  together,  would  wallop  the  small  Donegal 
stream  we  were  on  with  two  heavy  17£f  t.  greenhearts  at 
the  rate  of  five  minutes  casting  to  fifteen  resting,  while  I 
was  at  it  all  the  time,  in  my  ignorant  way,  with  a  13Jft. 
wand,  and,  of  course,  necessarily  did  the  trick.  And  the 
best  of  it  was  we  were  all  fishing  very  fine—: mere  grilse 
flies,  and  small  even  at  that — and  scarcely  a  fish  in  the  river 
went  much  above  101b.  In  fact,  we  did  not  get  a  single 
fish  that  weight. 

But  really  there  is  nothing  to  be  added  to  Mr.  Mather's 
admirable  letter. — Yours,  &c,  Mona. 


Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  a  fly  fisher  for  sixty  years,  and, 
like  your  correspondent  "  Black  Hackle,"  have  hitherto 
sworn  by  a  long  rod,  more  especially  for  the  May  Fly 
fishing,  as  the  trout  in  our  stream  are  heavy.  The  rod  1 
have  generally  used  is  a  15ft.  Francis  Francis  rod,  made 
for  me  twenty-five  years  ago  by  Farlow ;  but  this  season 
I  have  been  induced  to  try  a  light.  9ft.  greenheart,  and, 
after  my  experience  with  it  on  Tuesday,  May  25,  by  kind 
permission  of  S.  C.  Kemble,  of  Cowbridge  House,  Malms- 
bury,  I  and  my  grandson  caught  with  artificial  May  Fly 
seventeen  fish,  weighing331b.  6oz.,  weighedby  Mr.  Kemble, 
as  recorded  in  letter  from  Mrs.  Kemble  in  your  this  week's 
Fishing  Gazette,  and  every  fish  caught  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  Cowbridge  House,  the  ease  with  which  I  was 
able  to  play  these  heavy  fish,  up  to  31b.  and  41b.  each,  in 
very  weedy  water,  and  not  losing  one,  has  made  me  au 
entire  convert  to  the  lighter  rod,  as  the  fatigue  is  so  much 
lessened  by  the  use  thereof — a  great  consideration  when  a 
man  reaches  three  score  and  ten. — Yours  truly, 

___  Edwin  Eyres. 

"A  GRAND  AMERICAN  WORK  ON  FISH,  &c." 

My  dear  Marston, — I  read  with  much  pleasure  in 
last  Saturday's  Fishing  Gazette  your  review  of  the  above- 
named  work,  especially  Mr.  Cheney's  part  of  it  relative  to 
mascalonge,  pike,  pickerel,  and  pike-perch,  i.e.,  zauder 
(Percalucio  perca).  I  quite  agree  with  you  that  the 
different  appellations  he  gives  to  Esox  lucius  relate  only 
to  the  same  fish,  from  infancy  upwards,  according  to  their 
size  and  growth,  whether  2  to  5-pounders,  i.e.,  pickerel, 
7  to  12-pounders  (pike),  or  the  heavier  mascalonge,  maybe 
giants  of  301b.  I  once  saw  one  of  401b.,  but  it  was  a  long, 
thin  fish  of  nearly  5ft.,  and  not  the  exquisite  proportions 
of  our  British  pike. 

It  is  true,  as  Mr.  Cheney  admits,  and  you  indorse, 
"That  colourings  and  markings  are  no  sure  guides  to 
identificition."  I  suppose  you  both  mean  of  different 
species.  My  own  fish  captured  in  various  waters  differ 
much  in  body  markings,  contour,  and  colourings,  especially 
of  the  dorsal,  caudal,  and  ventral  fins,  some  being  quite 
uniform  in  colour,  whilst  others,  especially  the  last  brace,  an 
18-pounder  and  20-pounder,  you  gaffed  for  me,  are  beauti- 
fully marked  on  those  fins  with  blotches  of  dark  and  light 
brown,  like  tortoiseshell,  their  fin  rays  being  streaked  with  a 
deep  shade  of  red.  And  this  will  also  apply  to  some  of  my 
Thames  pike,  but  not  to  all  caught  in  the  same  river. 
Probably  some  anglers  might  think  because  they  were  caught 
at  different  seasons,  which  cannot  be  the  reason,  for,  as  you 
know,  I  only  fish  for  pike  in  the  winter  months.  You  say 
"  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  Mr.  Jardine  whether  the 
older  a  pike  is  the  balder  he  gets  of  scales  on  his  cheek," 
&c.  I  have  to-day  examined  my  old,  i.e.,  largo  pike  of 
371b.,  3Clb.,  and  311b.,  also  some  of  my  smaller  25ib.  and 
20-pounders,  and  others,  in  our  anglers'  club-room,  of 
101b.,  and  I  find  there  is 

"  No  hair  on  the  top  of  their  heads, 
In  the  place  where  the  wool  ought  to  grow." 
But  as  to  scales,  they  are  well  developed  on  their  cheeks 
and  gill  covers.    The  younger  and  smaller  pike  were 
"cheeky"  enough  to  have  them  as  pronounced  as  their 
older  and  much  larger  relative?. 

I  cannot  say  whether,  had  any  of  my  specimen  pike 
lived  longer,  and  grown  even  larger,  if  they  would  have 
gone  "  laid."  I  once  knew  a  pike  over  fifty  years  of  age, 
seen  and  known  by  many  anglers,  that  was  not  at  all  bald, 
and  had  no  scales  either,  and  his  hair  was  crisp  and  curly, 
without  even  a  streak  of  grey.  He  died  at  fifty-fiye  years 
of  age,  mourned  by  troops  of  friends. — Yours  sincerely, 

Altrkd  Jardine. 
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THE  NAMELESS  CASE  OF  SALMON  FLIES  AT 
THE  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION. 

Hear  Sir,— In  answer  to  your  query  on  page  375  of  last 
weeks  number,  May  2!),  viz.:  "Who  is  the  sender  of  a 
trame  with  some  first-class  salmon  flies  in  it,  with  Grey  and 
i  ellow  Eagles  iu  the  centre  of  it,  &c.  ?  "  We  beg  to  fay 
we  are  the  makers,  and  through  a  mistake  the  ticket  with 
name  of  each  fly  thereon  has  been  neglected  to  be  attached 
to  the  frame  by  the  Institute  authorities.— We  are  Sir 
yours  obediently.  Chevalier  Bowness  and  Co  ' 

1  emporary  address :  116,  Chancery- 
lane,  B.C.  .  
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THE  SALMON  AND  THE  FLY 
bm,— I  have  often  heard  it  stated  that  there  are  certain 
mere  m  the  United  Kingdom  where  a  salmon  is  neVer 
known  to  have  been  taken  with  a  fly.    I  have  known  such 
a  nver  from  my  youth,  where  a  salmon,  to  my  knowledge 
has  not  been  taken  for  the  last  twenty  years.    In  fact  the 
fly  seems  to  have  gone  quite  out  of  date,  and  is  never  tried 
ihat   river   ls  the  Ayron,  in  Cardiganshire,  Wales 
although  the  nver  Teify,  barely  twenty  miles  away,  the 
fly  seems  to  be  the  recognised  lure.    It  would  be  interest- 
™g„  IT??"  *   °Vlm?a  ot'  y°ur  numerous  correspondents 
on  a  matter  of  such  importance  to  every  angler.— Yours 
<EC"    J.H.Morgan.  ' 

OTTER  HUNTING. 
biR,— Could  any  of  your  readers  kindly  inform  me  if 
™Ih  a,ny  otter  hunting  in  Berks,  and  are  there  any 

Netburyf-Vour?tSy:<3,  ^  *******  be£™ 

THE  BRITISH  FISHING  FLEET. 

in  t  W,™  '"T8  atU  £ld- 8ea  ,angler' and  ^atly  interested 
Zri.Pr vements°f  nsblng  boats  along  the  coast,  I  shall 
naS^t  a  s?me°f/0Qr  numerous  readers  will  assist  me  to 
compile  a  list  of  the  fishing  p3rts  of  the  United  Kingdom, 

t£S?f  W'th  fhe'n'-U^  let*erswMch  the  boats  have  on 
fetew  bows  or  satis  indicating  the  ports  from  which  they 

As  a,  rule,  the  first  and  terminal  letters  are  used,  as 
V.  fv.  ^borough,  L.T.  for  Lowestoft,  Y.H.  for 
fef'.fc  The  Ramsgate  boats  have  R.  only,  the 
Rye  boats  R.X.,  and  the  Penzance  boats  P.Z 
tL7a  APT°J?DSe  commencing,  say,  with  Berwick-on- 
1 weed,  and  going  round  the  coast  of  England  and  Wales  • 
FirtnhrTd/he  H0t^  T?*'  commencing8 with  the  Solway 
Tn^iS,  fi  the  ^sh  cmst,  from  Cork  westward. 

Ine  iiish  fisheries,  or  rather  fishing  grounds,  are  so  much 
neglected  that  the  list  would,  I  tea?,  be  a  very  short  one 
nit  a-  BhlS?         of  ,tbe  lslands  ar°nnd  the  British  coast 
(including  the  Channel  Islands)  might  form  an  addenda 
_H  a  ¥  wouJd> 1  am  sure,  be  of  great  interest  to  all 
faith* all        W  °Ur  86a  fisneries  at  heart.-Yours 

8,  Arandel-terrace,  Brighton.  H"  S"  HaRLAND- 


Lond^aangler.»8itati0n  *  "  DOt  de8igned  t0  benefit  the 
ex^enS*'  "  °therS  ^  *°  gaiD  at  ' the  London  ' 
I'  tw  nf/'f6^?6^  „  *e  movement  "  is  "  rotten." 
cealcd  "  °bjeCt     °f  the  agitation  is  "°on- 

No  proof  is  attempted  of  these,  and,  in  fact,  such  proof 
impossible.    To  the  first  two  it  may be  replied I  that  the 

ZZTS  TTri,  f  Mr-  C-'s  work  bas  not  made  Ifim 
??  the  A-Av  and  that  the  character  of  the  gen  £ 
Z?„     thocounc.  is  quite  equal  to  that  of  Mr.  C.   As  the 
design  of  the  agitation  is  that  the  opinion  of  London 

sTafement^fllfr^  ^  t*herefore  the  second  two 

statements  fal  to  the  ground.    As  to  the  character  of  the 

Sm«.fc  bel?g  rot,ten>"  the  principle  of  consulting 
anglers  themselves  rather  than  officials  was  approved  by 
Mr.  O.  m  1885  (Anglers'  Journal,  Jan.  17,  pT35)  The 
charge  of  concealing  the  objects  of  the  agitat  on  is  very 
funny  indeed  since  they  have  been  written,  spoken  and 

maev  be°brldflvm0efthe  W*™**  the  movement;  and 
may  be  briefly  put  as  follows :  Better  fishing  for  the 
general  body  of  anglers,  and  increased  facilities  for  the 
enjoyment  of  our  sport. 

hrtLr  in,0tt  My  br,sin?s  as  »  Central  Association  ticket- 
.i-u  n  1  f  ™OW„the  trad  of  the  A-A-  nerring  drawn  so 
skilfully  by  Mr  Crumplen  across  the  path  of  unity  The 

tePt^  J?W1S  T-11  sT.inMs  letfcer  (statement! 
tactic^  -th^  f£  US6  ^°lng  duty  for  argument).  These 
suWt  wfth  hIT™  far'S6f mg  ,aDgler  from  toucoing  the 
S  C„  rth.  tbe  to?.S8>  and  make  him  preserve  his  own 
fishing,  leaving  public  preservation  to  be  privately  mis- 
managed by  persons,  some  of  whose  knowledge  of  angling 
di  uT  7  th60retical>  or  fOTO  ™sty  from  years  of 

^Ylha,V6  FUS^d  °Vu,r  station  so  far  against  a  more 
tew  f'tw  the  little  band  of  Crumplenites,  viz  * 
mav  PrnI  theTLondon  angler.  This  is  the  enemy  that 
"Kpw^  ^  ^et  the  London  angler  remember  that 
an?  it  ? J0Ul^  b9  f/e\himse]f  must  strike  the  blow  ;  » 
tvlJ  a  7  d°-  ,Dotn  c>ocs9  t0  TOte,  or  are  cajoled 
wheedled,  or  mislead  into  voting  against  union  their 
chance  is  gone,  and  the  high  place  which  could  have  been 
thmrs  will  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  others.    To  those 

fWoXTrn;ead  Ve  ^^^.the  wall,"  I  recommend 
tor  their  perusal  a  recent  article  in  the  Exch  ange  an  dMart 
1  have  no  knowledge  of  the  authorship,  but  note  the 

voursDCLt  *L°VLond011  anglers>  never  let  the. shame  be 
yours ;  but,  casting  away  your  prejudices,  and  disownine 
your  non-angling  leaders,  come  out  and  vote  solidly  f^the 

Tor'tThr1?  rn^allr-Wili  Pr««ve  and  even  benefit  our 
sport  throughout  the  kingdom.— Yours,  &c, 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


w,  ftf/n  SI*  f tT  D,6tA-  f uture  a  fiir  Proportion  will  be 
wntten  off  the  latter  item  for  depreciation,  and  with 

n  urreB?'s  there  is  only  abo«t  £4  doubtful. 
+W  •  a3  8lnf,e  ^en  paid,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but 

that  i.io  more  will  be  paid  by  quarter  day.  But,  even 
leaving  out  theje  two  items  to  which  he  draws 
attention  we  had  the  substantial  cash  balance  of 
ff  *M  in  ^agl1Dii,the  Central  Association's  balance 
wn«i  V  '  5  but„h,ere  we  have  on]y  Mr.  Crumplen's 
word  for  same  Why  cannot  he  lay  the  "dear 
balance-sheet  which  he  claims  the  Central  Association 
has,  before  his  patrons?  Why  do  the  members  of  his 
associa  ion  not  require  to  see  the  facts  and  figures  for 

wCwiT8  ?a  WhAd,°  they  fiEh  the  rivers  Lea  a«d  Stort 
which  they  do  not  help  to  preserve  ?  Why  do  they  suppoit 

LTm011/^11  does  lt9  best  t0  8toP  «nch  preserva 
tion  t  _  Why  do  they  support  a  man  who  has  caused,  and 
is  causing  discord  and  disorganisation  in  every  society  he 
joins M  If  anyone  doubts,  let  him  read  the  records  of 
«Lt?Z ,SD»atl.on  °f  *f  East  and  West  Central  Associa 
tions,  the  Fisheries  Society,  the  Gresham  and  the  Piscatorial 
Societies,  and  last  but  by  no  means  least,  those  of  the 
i.a  r.H  Under  these  circumstances,  has  he  any  right 
to  characterise  the  gentlemen  forming  the  unity  council 
as  unscrupulous  agitators,"  "working  for  their  own 
ends  having"  no  wish  to  benefit  London  anglers"? 
Has  he  any  claim  to  state  their  movemont  as  a  "  rotten  " 
one  i  If  every  angler  will  take  the  facts  rather  than  Mr 
Crumplen  s  misstatements  and  false  deductions,  he  cannot 
fail  to  see  that  he  must  benefit  by  union  in  every  way  • 
the  principal  being  increased  preservation,  more  waters  to 
hsh,  a  larger  income,  less  cost  of  management,  and  greater 
influence  with  railway  companies.  Then  let  every  angler 
vote  for  union,  as  I  intend  to  do.— Yonrs,  &c, 

____         A.  W.  Parker. 

THE  "  UNITY  "  QUESTION, 
v  S,IR,r9an  n°tning  be  said  or  done  to  bring  about  a 
better  feeling  between  the  leaders  of  both  parties  ?  I  am 
afraid  the  breach  is  gradually  widening,  and  temper  and 
prejudice  are  taking  the  place  of  argument  and  common 
sense. 

I  am  convinced  both  sides  have  the  welfare  of  the 
angling :  community  at  heart ;  and,  if  they  cotild  only  be 
brought  to  see  that  it  is  to  the  interests  of  all  that  thev 
should  try  to  work  together  for  the  general  good  I  fe'l 
convinced  a  strong  united  society  would  be  formed.'  What- 
ever  may  now  be  sajd  to  the  contrary,  it  must  be  evident 
to  every  unprejudiced  person  that  something  is  very 
wrong  somewhere,  and  something  requires  to  be  done  to 
bring  affairs  to  a  satisfactory  and  healthy  condition 

Trying  to  stifle  discussion  and  gag  the  Press  will  greatly 
tend  in  an  opposite  direotion.— Yours  truly 
London,  May  31.  Frank  G.'  Bridcm  vx 


"  D  NIT Y  "  AGAIN. 
Sir,— I  see  it  reported  that  Mr.  Shrubsole  has  resigned 
vlTZ^X  P°8l*10n  as  secretary  to  the  Unity  Council. 
.Probably  the  duties  were  too  heavy  for  him 

As  he  has  brought  my  name  forward  in  your  last  issue 
I  may  say  that,  being  a  delegate  for  a  prominent  angling 
society,  and  representing  the  Central  on  the  TAPS  if 
I  choose  to  journey  250  miles  two  or  three  times  a  month 
losing  time,  and  paying  my  own  expenses,  to  try  and  assist 
in  doing  a  little  tor  the  benefit  of  my  fellow  anglers  I 
a?  slmP]y  d01Dar  my  duty,  and  can  afford  to  treat 
his  remarks  with  the  contempt  they  deserve 

It-is  a  piece  of  impertinence  for  him  to  interfere  at  all 
as  he  belongs  to  no  society,  but  I  suppose  he  considers  it 
his  duty  to  dog  the  efforts  of  men  who  do  their  level  bes 
tor  all  the  angling  world. 

I  think  of  it,  this  estimable  gentleman  was 

H,if!  ""I  t0  aDgl? g  Cl£h>  whicb  bad  a  dozen  Privilege 
t  ckets  from  the  A.A.  What  was  the  history  of  this 
club,  and  what  has  become  of  it  ?  Perhaps  some  of  your 
readers  may  know,  and  throw  a  little  light  on  the  subject. 
t  The  poetry  of  Mr.  Marriott's  is  amazingly  like  the 
th^'Z  AU  bal]ad8' f o/. tne  grammar,  halting  lines,  and 
the  needless  Alexandrine  "  ending  the  song  form  about 
the  most  wretched  composition  that  ever  was  concocted  in 
the  English  language.— Yours,  &c„    W.  H.  Elsmobe. 

I  We  are  not  responsible  either  for  the  opinions  expressed 
by  our  correspondents,  or  for  their  grammar.— Ed.] 

MR.  CRUMPLEN'S  TRUTHS. 
_  Sir,— Mr.  Crumplen  is  well  aware  that  I  am  the  A  W 
Parker  who  wrote  the  "  Anglers'  Parliiment,"  and  that  t 
read  it  in  his  presence  ;  that  I  opposed  his  policy  thirteen 
years  ago  and  that  I  also  successfully  carried  the  Gresham 
Angling  Society  against  it:  that  for  some  years  past  I 
have  supplied  him  with  Anglers'  Association  reports; 
that  in  the  Awjlers  Journal  as  far  back  as  Jan.  17, 1865 
he  stated  :  Ihe  postman  has  at  various  times  brought 
me  Mr.  1  arker  s  vnsohcited  advice,  and  I  will  now  give 
Mr.  Parker  some  in  return.  Let  him  enjoy  a  little 
quiet  hshing,  and  not  allow  himself  unconsciously  to  eive 
an  air  of  respectability  to  aims  and  objects  which  if 
he  did  but  understand  them,  he  would  be  the  first 
to  repudiate  Later  on  he  tastefully  remarked: 
Unfortunately,  I  certainly  have  not  the  quantity  of  brain 
possessed  by  Messrs.  Tibbatts  and  Parker,  and  my  cranium 
is  probably  not  so  thick  as  that  in  which  their  infallibility 
dwel  s.  I  must  now  leave  tho  mystery  of  Mr.  Crumplen 
affecting  not  to  know  me,  considering  our  past  and  present 
relations,  to  your  readers.  With  regard  to  his  state- 
^rW^kM^rjT*  I  £5t&  with  <  that  dangerous  weapon,  a  half- 

'"V6™  fSi,X8*ate™°t8,  which are  „ ^oW        °  ^  the .Anglers'  Association  balance,  he  says: 
1.  Ihat  he  has    many  friends  in  both  association.  »      1  .  "  '*  afr"v,ed  at  by  aB  equivalent  to  cash  the 

arrears  of  subscriptions— 1893  to  1897— £70  17s.  3d.,  and 


FISHING  IN  SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 
timfthi  SlR -J  mtend  to  go  up  to  Sutherlandshire  some 
for  ? fl  ;TWubat  tlme  is  U3ually  considered  the  best 

for  loch  fishing  ?  I  have  not  decided  whether  I  will  stay 
at  Overscaig  Altnacealgach,  or  Durness.    From  what  I 

brL  frd^^ela^place'thechief  8P°rt  appears  to 
bL^  ir0flUt^8hlngTmthee8tuary.  b«t  I  expect  there  is 
wfe.  ft  tmg-  \ Want  ^00d  trout  and  8ea  trout  fishing 
t^°banCe  °i,a  Plse  or  salmon  sometimes;  also  a 
place  with  river  and  lochs  for  choice 

T  ilniP°B0  1  °°UTld  get,t,°  ?.ne  or  otber  of  these  hotels  from 
iromrZl^  ^  ^r^T1^6  ,t0  ^0UP  the  coast  by  boat 
trom  Glasgow  or  Oban.  I  would  be  very  much  obliged  for 
any  information  you  or  any  of  your  numerous  reaScan 
give  me  in  your  columns.— Yours,  &c. ,  «"»«ersoan 

ofD29rh  ^'HrfM1*  mu,t0  ?°*ify-Teaders  of  your  issue 
«L  n  ■  that  i^r-  0hls°n's  letter  is  contradicted  by 
the  Overscaig  angling  reports  for  at  least  seven  or  eight 
years  past.    We  begin  fishing  here  in  April.    June  is 

SSSWS^TSft"-  give3  a  yea^  averag-? 

M?uto^df|  trt  :tst 

-YSoumres  &glVG  PUbUC  direCti°nS  anent  our  fisWng  lochs  » 
Overs4ig.'    D-  Mackay. 

FDE!Ri^ATwinFISHING  NEAR  FOLKESTONE. 
uear  Mr, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kinrll* 

fresh™?*  fil?aSh-  yT  C0luKU3  if  Xre  is  aly  good 
fresh-water  fishing  m  the  neighbourhood  of  FolkLtone 
Thanking  you  m  anticipation, -I  am,  yours  truly, 

_____     S.  F.  Swinnerton. 

THE  RIVER  MOLE-A  CORRECTION 
Dear  Sir  —In  reply  to  "  Esher,"  whose  letter  aDDeared 

Ihayt°tt  ?  Hon"6!/  b,0g  kR°  ack,no:led^.  myerro"  nTat  ng 
mat  the  Hon.  H  L.  Bourke  lost  his  case  I  find  on 
reference,  that  he  succeeded  in  his  annea  an  £.7  .« 
establishing  the  private  character  of  the  rfver  aS  to  fishing 
or  lading  upon  its  banks.    It  seems  very  paradoxica I  f"? 

n       a       t      liE  "  UNITY." 

iients,  which  are  as  follows  • 
many  friends  in  both  associations.' 


Sir- 


letter  TO  THE  EDITOR. 


I  fear  my  fellow  rhymster,  who  writes  as  "  Doggy  Rel  " 
Has  a  poor  opinion  of  me  (and  my  humble  rhymes  as  well) 
It  fce  really  thinks  I'm  prompted  by  malignity  or  spite 
1  o    slate   an  ex-opponent,  though  I  find  him  in  the  right. 

I  assume,  of  course,  the  person  whom  he  speaks  of  as 
good  P." 

w°u,rJy?u-ng  friend  Dr-  P  >  whose  personality 

Wonldn  t  influence  me  greatly  in  one  or  other  way'- 
But  though  he's  acting  foolishly,  then  am  I  not  to  sai 
That  surely  of  all  nonsense  the  greatest  seems  to  me 
To  force  unwilling  people  with  each  other  to  agree  ?  ' 
That     L  union  fait  la  force"  we  from  ancient  maxim 
know, 

But  will  force  e'er  bring  real  union  ?  Common  sense  must 
echo  No. 

I  see  a  Mr.  Marriott  has  some  lines  at  my  expense 
That  show  much  ingenuity  in  finding  rhymes  to  Spence, 
lo  him  I  d  venture  to  suggest  a  very  wrong  tack  he's  on 
He  d  better  far  leave  rhyme3  alone  and  try  his  haud  at 

reason. 

I'm  far  from  fond  of  fighting,  which  perhaps  you'd  scarce 

conceive ; 

Mud's  a  thing  I've  no  delight  in  ;  bricks  I  am  not  wont  to 

heave ; 

But  one  thing  I  abominate,  incompetent  pretence 
What  e  er  mayhap,  I'll  have  my  rap— 

Yours  faithfully, 
p  e  _  T.  Spence. 

And  as  to  our  trout  close  time  I've  no  desire  to  boast, 
But  I  ve  done  my  utmost  for  it,  perhaps  as  much  as  most. 
And  hope  that  we  may  get  it,  if  everything  goes  well, 
When  the  Irish  cease  from  troubling,  and  their  members 

are — at  i63t. 

These  Patriotic  Home  Rulers,  with  quaint  appreciation, 
Hibernian  distinctly,  of  autonomy  vocation, 
Refuse  its  simplest  benefits  to  every  sister  nation 
And  block  a  Mill  that  might  prevent  Scotch  trout's 
extermination.   

Several  important  letters  are  unavoidably  held  over. 

News  is  Food  for  Activk  Minds,  especially  in  the.o  davs  of 
quick  communication,  when  wo  are  enabled  within  a  few  hours  to 
know  what  Is  taking  place  at  the  other  end  of  tho  world  The 
men i  s  of  Uolloway'B  Pills  and  Ointment,  which  have  been 
familiar  for  over  half  a  contury  amongst  all  olvilisfd  people,  have 
been  still  more  widoly  spread  owing  to  these  facilities.  To  the 
natives  in  tho  uppermost  parts  of  India,  Africa,  Australia,  and. 
indeed,  to  the  wholo  human  family,  those  remedies  have  been 
amongst  tho  most  precious  gifts  of  civilisation.  Thov  euro  disease 
and  relieve  tho  most  acute  pain.  In  cases  of  fovor,  agno  and 
hvor  and  stomach  complaints  they  are  unequalled,  whilst  for 
wounds,  bruises,  soros,  Jtc,  they  are  tho  best  known  remedion 
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FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD'S 
NEW  BOOK. 


"DRY  FLY  ENTOMOLOGY."* 
Fbeshly  hatched  May  Fly,  shucks,  and  spent 
fly  are  sailing  down  the  Itchen  as  I  resume  this 
attempt  to  give  some  account  of  the  many 
matters  of  interest  in  Mr.  Halford's  hook.  On 
the  table  in  our  fishing  hut  I  have  some 
"  cast  nymphal  skins,"  or  shucks,  and  also 
some  of  the  "subimaginal  envelope,"  or  skin, 
collected  from  the  eaves  of  the  hut.  These  skins 
retain  their  shape.;  in  fact,  they  are  not  merely 
cast  skins,  but  hollow  shells,  each  with  an  opening 
on  the  top  of  the  thorax,  through  which  the 
imago  or  perfect  insect  emerged.  On  all  these 
shells  which  I  have  collected  there  are  small 
white  threads  attached  to  the  skin  at  the  opening. 

"  There  I  am,"  says  the  "  Amateur  Angler," 
and  friend  Yarde  says,  "  Stop  a  minute,  and  let 
us  consider  the  situation."  The  situation  being 
that  the  "  A.  A."  has  got  fast  in  an  overhanging 
oak  bough  while  trying  to  reach  a  trout  rising 


*  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology."  A  brief  description  of 
leading  types  of  natural  insects  serving  as  food  for  trout 
and  grayling.  With  the  100  best  patterns  of  floating  flies, 
and  the  various  methods  of  dressing  them.  By  Frederic 
M.  Halford,  author  of  "  Floating  Flies,  and  How  to  Drees 
Them,"  &c,  with  coloured  plates  of  flies,  and  other 
illustrations.  London:  Vinton  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  9,  New 
Bridge-street,  E.G. 


under  it.  There  being  nothing  for  it  but  a  steady 
pull,  by  good  luck  the  fly  comes  away  all  right. 
Yarde  says,  "  Ah !  You  are  trying  the  Alder,  that 
is  the  correct  thing.  I  have  seen  lots  of  them  on 
the  water."  Now,  according  to  Mr.  Halford,  Mr. 
Yarde  was  probably  wrong,  as  the  Alder  is  very 
rarely  on  the  water,  but  in  this  case  he  was  not 
wrong,  for  we  took  from  the  water  many  speci- 
mens of  Sialis  lutaria,  and  saw  both  trout  and 
grayling  take  them,  and  used  the  artificial  with 
success.  All  the  same,  there  is  no  question  about 
the  correctness  of  Mr.  Halford's  statement  that 
anglers  often  mistake  the  "Welshman's  Button, 
one  of  the.  sedges  (Sericostoma  personatum),  for 
the  Alder.  When  I  joined  Mr.  Yarde  on  the 
Itchen  after  fishing  oh  the  Test,  where  I  had  seen 
the  Welshman's  Button  on  the  water,  he  told 
me  the  Alder  was  on  the  water.  I  said, 
"  Are  you  sure  it  is  not  a  sedge  ?  "  He  ridiculed 
the  idea.  But  within  an  hour  or  two  he  was 
obliged  to  admit  that  Mr.  Halford  was  right,  the 
fly  he  had  mistaken  for  the  Alder  was  the  lively 
sedge,  as  we  caught  several.  All  the  same  I  think 
Mr.  Halford  is  a  little  too  positive,  for  instance, 
when  he  says :  "  What  hallucination  prompts  a 
fish  to  take  the  artificial  fly  intended  to  represent 
the  Alder  is  beyond  comprehension."  I  am  sure, 
from  personal  observation,  that  the  Alder  is  much 
more  frequently  food  for  fish  than  he  imagines. 
I  have,  indeed,  seen  on  the  surface  of  a  trout 
stream  Alders  coming  down  as  thick  as  leaves  in 
autumn,  and  the  trout  bulging  after  them  in  all 
directions.  I  admit  I  have  not  often  seen  this, 
but  again  within  the  last  forty-eight  hours  I  have 
seen  this  fly  on  the  surface  of  the  Itchen  on  a  fine 
warm  day,  with  no  wind  to  speak  of. 

The  printer  last  week  made  me  give  Pietet 
instead  of  Pictet  as  the  name  of  the  great 
naturalist,  the  biographer  of  the  water  flies,  who, 
as  Mr.  Halford  reminds  us,  pointed  out  that  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  true  life  of  the  individual 
is  in  the  larval  state,  and  that  the  imago  only  exists 
to  perpetuate  the  species.  Of  the  Olive  Duns 
and  Spinners  Mr.  Halford  gives  a  full  account, 
noting  of  the  Olive  that  it  is  the  most  widely 
distributed  and  best  known  of  the  family,  and 
that  it  belongs  to  the  genus  Bae'tis,  one  of  the 
group  proceeding  from  the  larves  nageuses,  or 
swimming  larva  of  Pictet.  Another  most 
interesting  member  of  this  family  is  the  Iron 
Blue  Dun.  On  the  water  from  April  to  October, 
and  according  to  Mr.  Halford  too  often  neglected 
by  the  modern  school  of  anglers,  I  know  no  fly 
my  friend,  G.  Yarde,  and  I  have  for  years  had 
more  talks  about,  and  made  more  experiments 
with,  than  the  Iron  Blue.  Many  of  the  artificials 
are  made  too  dark  in  the  wing — too  opaque,  in 
fact. 

Mr.  Halford  gives  a  very  interesting  note  about 
an  experience  he  and  the  late  G.  S.  Manyat, 
prince  of  dry  fly  anglers,  had  with  the  spinner  of 
the  female  Blue-winged  Olive,  called  by  some 
anglers  the  Sherry  Spinner.  He  says  this  fly  "  is 
usually  seen  on  summer  evenings  flying  slowly 
before  the  wind  over  the  water.  It  is  generally 
present  in  clouds,  and  formerly  the  late  Mr. 
Marryat  and  I,  looking  at  some  of  them  against 
the  sky,  took  them  for  a  flight  of  ants,  and 
therefore,  neither  of  us  being  at  the  time 
interested  in  that  group,  did  not  attempt  to 
secure  specimens.  One  evening,  however,  my 
friend  noticed  that  they  were  dipping  on  the 
surface  of  the  stream.  This  at  once  roused  our 
suspicions,  and  getting  a  butterfly  net  we  com- 
menced taking  some  for  observation.  They  were 
a  revelation  to  us.  Each  Sherry  Spinner  was 
carrying,  held  against  the  hinder  end  of  her 
abdomen,  a  little  blue-green  round  ball  of  eggs,  and 
at  the  least  touch  this  object  was  liberated.  The 
eggs  were  held  in  position  by  the  pressure  of  the 
three  seta:,  which  were  doubled  under  the 
abdomen  and  kept  up  to  the  thorax."  Mr. 
Halford  adds :  "  The  first  time  the  reader  has  the 
opportunity  he  is  advised  to  look  at  a  flight  of 
these  spinners,  and  he  will  certainly  be  struck  by 
the  wonderful  similarity  of  their  appearance  with 
that  of  the  winged  ants."  One  of  the  largest 
flights  of  Blue-winged  Olive  Spinners  I  ever  saw 
was  about  ten  years  ago,  on  the  Wandle,  and  Mr. 
James  MacRae  (who  then  lived  at  Beddington 
Corner)  and  I  spent  some  time  examining  them, 
and  noting  the  curious  way  in  which  the  tails 
were  doubled  back  round  the  eggs,  which  came 
away  very  easily.  (A  male  May  Fly  has  just  now 
pitched  on  the  page  I  am  writing  on,  and  now  has 


gone  off  to  join  the  myriads  which  are  dancing  in 
the  air  in  the  wood  behind  the  Doctor's  Hut.)  _ 

A  trout  has  just  come  up  with  a  flop,  just 
where  he  did  in  the  never  to  be  forgotten  days 
when  Dr.  Diblin  introduced  me  to  this  charming 
stretch  of  the  Itchen,  and  we  often  wish  he  would 
revisit  these  lovely  meadows.  The  old  fishing  hut 
tumbled  to  pieces,  and  the  bridges  over  the 
carriers  would  no  longer  carry  us,  but  they  have 
all  been  well  replaced.  There  is  the  same  most 
lovely  scene  of  river,  meadow,  and  wood;  there 
are  grayling  galore,  and  trout  as  before,  though 
not  quite  so  numerous. 

In  a  letter  I  had  from  him  the  other  day,  thank- 
ing me  for  a  brace  of  trout  I  sent  him,  weighing 
nearly  61b.,  he  says  he  feels  more  like  seventy-three 
than  eighty-three,  and'  longs  to  be  at  them  again. 
In  a  postcript  he  says :  "  Do  get  me  a  copy  of 
Halford's  new  book,"  which  brings  me  back  to  my 
subject.  The  Doctor  used  to  take  specimens  of 
all  the  flies  on  his  water,  and  will  be  glad  to  hear 
that  this  present  has  been  the  best  May  Fly 
season  we  have  had  for  a  long  time  on  the  Itchen. 
Mr.  A.  V.  Corrie  tells  me  they  are  having  a 
rattling  good  time  above  Winchester  with  the 
May  Fly  and  small  fly,  and  that  the  May  Fly 
is  putting  in  a  very  fair  appearance  quite  four 
miles  higher  up  the  river  than  he  has  known  it  for 
eighteen  years.  It  is  much  earlier  this  year.  The 
Doctor  used  to  reckon  on  June  3  as  about  the  best 
of  the  beginning.  As  I  write  I  can  see  dozens  of 
newly  hatched  flies,  as  well  as  spent  flies,  floating 
down  over  two  or  three  brace  of  heavy  fish,  who 
take  no  notice  of  them.  I  left  a  very  pretty  May 
Fly,  with  Egyptian  goose  wing,  in  one  of  them  an 
hour  ago — one  of  some  sent  me  for  notice  in  the 
F.  G.  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Dale,  of  85,  Stafford-street, 
Hanley,  Staffs.  I  have  before  now  noticed  Mr. 
Dale's  first  class  "  dry  flies,"  and  these  May  Flies 
are  admirably  made.  They  look  so  tempting  that 
I  told  the  "  A.  A."  and  my  friend  Yarde,  at  lunch, 
that  they  ought  to  be  called  the  R.S.V.P.  May 
Flies,  as  we  had  all  three  found  that  the  fish, 
when  properly  asked,  replied  at  once  and  favour- 
ably. 

I  will  just  suggest  to  Mr.  Dale  that  smaller 
samples  of  the  same  patterns  will  be  very  useful, 
and  I  should  also  like  to  see  some  with  a  couple 
of  real  red  game  cock's  hackles  run  down  the 
body.  A  good  hackle  run  down  the  body  is  very 
be-foozelling  to  the  fish,  and  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  Wickham  is  so  deadly. 

Chapter  II.  of  "  Dry  Fly  Entomology  "  is  on 
the  Trichoptera  or  caddis  flies,  also  called  Phry- 
ganidx.  The  angler  knows  them  best  as  "  a  Sedge 
of  some  sort."  Mr.  Halford  says :  "  The  angler 
should,  however,  be  aware  of  the  fact  that  under 
these  titles  are  included  all  the  aquatic  insects 
the  larva?  of  which  make  cases,  either  movable 
ones  that  they  drag  about  with  them,  or  fixed 
ones  that  they  anchor  to  large  stones  and  leave 
or  enter  at  their  pleasure."  This  is  a  most 
interesting  chapter,  in  fact,  I  feel  myself  at  a  loss 
for  adjectives  to  properly  describe  my  own  interest 
in  this  book,  and  I  only  wish  every  reader  of  these 
lines  was  sitting  by  me  in  this  comfortable  fishing 
hut  right  on  the  river,  I  would  offer  him  a  cigar 
and  a  glass  of  Burgundy,  and  then,  as  we  listened 
to  the  flop  of  the  trout,  I  would  ask  him  if  it  was 
not  a  good  thing  to  love  angling  ?  There  is  a 
spit  of  meadow  land  at  a  comer  of  the  river 
opposite,  and  half  a  dozen  young  calves  were 
there  just  now  until  a  trout  rose  with  such  a  bang 
at  a  May  Fly  that  they  all  rushed  off  in  alarm. 
It  was  a  rise  !  I  think  he  must  have  had  so  many 
that  this  last  fly  made  him  cough  when  he  took 
it.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  across  the  meadows  I  can 
see  Yarde's  rod  flashing  a  certain  sign  that  he  has 
spotted  a  fish,  for  he  does  not  believe  in  "  pro- 
miscuous casting."  Now  the  "  A.  A.,"  juvenile  as 
ever,  is  coming  down  to  him  in  a  great  hurry, 
evidently  to  get  another  of  Yarde's  little  Alders. 
The  "  A.  A.'s  "  enthusiasm  at  seventy-three  is  only 
equalled  by  that  of  the  Doctor. 

What  adds  so  much  to  the  value  of  Mr. 
Halford's  book  is  that  so  much  of  it  is  from 
actual  personal  observation— for  instance,  of  the 
May  Fly,  Grannom,  and  Alder.  I  should  like  to 
quote  much  about  this,  but  it  would  hardly  be 
fair  to  the  author  to  do  so  ;  in  fact,  if  I  quoted  all 
the  passages  I  have  marked,  Messrs.  Vinton  and 
Co.  would  justifiably  be  down  on  me  for  infringe- 
ment of  copyright.  Chapter  HE  is  on  the  Perlidx, 
or  Stone  Flies ;  perhaps  of  more  interest  to  wet  fly 
north  country  anglers  than  to  dry  fly  men,  but 
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interesting  enough  in  any  case,  and  well  illustrated. 
Chapter  I  V.,  on  the  Sialidcc,  of  which  the  Alder  is 
the  most  interesting  member  as  far  as  anglers  are 
concerned.  Of  this  fly  Mr.  Halford  says :  "  I  am 
able  to  speak  with  greater  certainty  about  this 
insect  than  about  any  other  described  in  this  work 
In  conjunction  with  the  late  Mr.  G.  S.  Marryat,  I 
have  hatched  thousands  and  thousands  of  the  ecgs 
have  reared  the  young  Alder  in  captivity,  from  the 
new-born  up  to  the  full-grown  larva  ready  for  the 
metamorphosis  to  the  pupa.  I  have  taken  the 
larva-  from  every  chalk  stream  in  which  I  have 
fashed,  and  I  have  found  the  pupa  buried  in  the 
m  ound  at  or  near  the  banks  of  all  such  rivers  in 
the  spring." 

Mr.  Halford's  description  of  the  history  of  the 
Alder,  from  the  egg  to  the  perfect  insect,  is, 
perhaps,  the  most  interesting  thing  in  his  book. 
It  appears  from  his  observations  that  the  Alder 
lays  its  eggs  on  blades  of  rank  grass,  sedges,  or 
rushes,  usually  near  the  river.  In  seventy  minutes 
he  saw  a  fly  deposit  about  560  eggs  in  twenty- 
eight  rows    The  eggs  hatch  out  in  eight  to  ten 
days,  and  the  larva  makes  its  way  to  the  nearest 
water  to  swim  down  to  the  bottom  and  bury 
itsell  m  the  mud.  In  about  a  year's  time  it  leaves 
the  water,  where  it  has  fed  voraciously,  digs  a 
Hole  in  the  ground  in  which  to  change  to  the 
pupa  stage,  only  after  a  few  days  to  emerge  as 
the  little  brownish  fly  all  anglers  know  so  well. 
This  is  only  a  brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  the 
insect.    Mr.  Halford  gives  many  other  curious 
details,  for  which  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  his 
book. 

Chapter  V.  is  on  the  Diptera— Smuts,  Fisher- 
man s  Curses,  and  Black  Gnats  being  those  of 
this  immense  family  chiefly  taken  by  fish.  Here 
again  the  illustrations  and  descriptions  are  all 
that  can  be  desired. 
Part  II  of  the  book  gives  the  dressings  of 
The  Hundred  Best  Patterns  of  Floating  Flies  " 
and  regarding  this  large  number  the  author  says  ■ 
-Let  it  be  once  for  all  clearly  laid  down  that  the 
writer  does  not  in  any  way  assert  that  all  the 
book"nS       required  for  an  adequately  filled  fly- 

This  very  complete  list,  with  full  dressings,  will 
be  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  book  to  the 
majority  of  anglers,  especially  as  it  is  illustrated 
by  an  entirely   new   series  of  hand  coloured 
representations  of  fifty-three  of  the  more  im- 
portant patterns.    In  the  case  of  the  smaller  flies 
the  coloured  copy  is  enlarged  in  order  to  aid  in 
identification    and    dressing    flies  from  them 
Although  many  of  the  coloured  flies  are  first 
rate,  as  a  whole  they  are  not  quite  equal  to  the 
coloured  work  in  "Floating  Flies,  and  How  to 
Dress  Them      Perhaps  the  very  fact  that  they 
are  magnified,  and  so  more  open  to  criticism,  has 
something  to  do  with  this.    When  he  was  pre- 
paring this  work,  Mr.  Halford  asked  me  if  there 
was  any  pattern  I  could  suggest  that  was  not 
illustrated  in    Floating  Flies,.and  How  to  Dress 
«     _lJ  suggested  that  the"  Claret  Spinner  was 
f-lT^  a  place,  judging  from  my  experience 
ot  its  killing ;  powers,  and  I  am  glad  to  see  it  is  in 
this  book.    Personally,  I  prefer  the  body  to  show 
alternate  rings  ot  a  dirty  white  and  dark  Burgundy 
colour,  not  all  claret,  as  in  Mr.  E.  J.  Power's 
dressing    I  have  found  this  fly,  dressed  on  treble 
and  double  0  hooks,  rather  long  in  the  shank, 
most  killing  for  grayling  in  October,  when  taking 
some  small  beast  of  a  fly.  s 
In  Part  III  Dry  Fly  Dressing  is  so  fully  and 
exhaustively  dealt  with,  that  all  who  have  the 
time  and  inclination  to  make  their  own  flies  have 
here  a  sure  guide.     The  greater  part  of  this 
section  of  the  book  appeared  in  "Floating  Flies 
and  How  to  Dress  Them,"  which  has  been  out  of 
print  for  some  time,  but  the  old  matter  and  illus- 
trations have  been  revised  by  the  author,  and 
special  articles  have  been  added;  one  by  our  old 

*?•  ,co»fc"butol-'  Mr-  G-  E-  M-  Skues,  on  his 
method  of  dressing  an  upright  winged  quUl-bodied 

sDxmesubjer  *        W'       Bron^'  °»  ^ 
I  am  not  at  all  surprised  to  find  that  no 

d^XH  a-  81"fn  °f  .makin&  M^  Flies  with 
detached  bodies,  "  experience  having  shown  that 

fllf™m,my.own.  experience  I  have  long  come  to 

ar"e  aTa  *W  ^  flie8  with  deta<*ed  ^ 

tfae'angle!?     *  del"81on-not  to  the  trout,  but  to 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

An  excellent  index  completes  this  latest 
addition  to  the  angler's  library.  It  is  a  capital 
book,  and  must  have  given  the  author  a  great 
amount  of  work  and  anxious  thought,  so  much  of 
it  being  quite  new.  The  five  guinea  Edition  de 
Luxe  being  long  ago  all  sold  out,  I  need  only 
mention  that  it  is  in  two  volumes,  Vol.  2  being  a 
collection  of  the  100  best  dry  flies,  each  artificial 
being  the  work  of  Mr.  George  Holland,  of 
Winchester.  R.  B.  Marston 


[June  12,  1897 


OUR  MAY  FLY  OUTING  ON  THE 
TEST  AND  ITCHEN. 


Monday,  May  31,  to  Whit  Monday,  June  7, 1897. 
—I  have  not  much  to  record  in  continuation  of  our 
work  on  the  Test,  as  described  last  week.  Owing 
to    my    hard    work    there,  I  was  personally 
Iwrs  de  combat  for  four  days  out  of  the  eight  at 
my  disposal.    In  that  wretched  period,  when  the 
weather  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  I  was  only 
able  painfully  to  hobble  down  to  our  bridge,  and 
there  get  distant  glimpses  of  the  rising  trout,  and 
™%or's  doings  amongst  them;  when  I  say 
I  he  Major,"  be  it  well  understood  that  Piscator 
Major  is  meant,  for  there  is  another  real  major 
fashing  over  yonder.    (I  have  always  used  the 
term  Major  m  contradistinction  to  the  minoi 
qualifications  of  the  "  A.  A.")  There  are  plenty  of 
fash  here ;  indeed,  we  complain  of  there  being  too 
many  grayling,  but  they  are  thoroughly  well 
educated,  and  require  much  tact  in  handling 
being  very  well  able  to  distinguish  between  the 
real  and  the  imitation,  unless  the  latter  comes 
before  them  m  a  very  unquestionable  shape. 

I  am  not  going  to  crack  up  this  water  as  being 
superior  to  any  other,  but  I  must  say  that  just 
now  the  scenery  hereabouts  is  superb,  not  for 
grandeur,  but  for  quiet  rural  beauty.    Seated  as  I 
am  just  now  in  our  fishing  hut,  under  the  grateful 
shade  of  a  large  May  tree,  now  white  with  bloom 
and  looking  down  upon  the  placid  lake-like 
stream  where  the  Major  last  night   had  an 
exciting  battle  with  the  monarch  of  the  stream 
I  feel  content.    The  meadow  in  front  of  us  is  one 
large  field  of  burnished  gold,  and  it  is  surrounded 
by  woods  of  various  tints  of  green,  mixed  also 
with  bits  of  brown,  for  the  foliage  of  the  youn^ 
oaks  in  the  woods  has  been  blighted,  the  leaves 
curled  up  and  brown,  more  like  the  winter's 
remnant  than  spring's  effulgence.    Otherwise  the 
ioliage  is  rich  and  abundant. 

The  birds  hereabouts  are  more  jubilant  than 
they  are  in  common  years,  and  in  the  bright  sun- 
shine all  nature  is  dancing  for  joy ;  but  of  all  the 

?™s  °:  the  air  there  are  none  happier  or  more 
joyful  just  now  than  yonder  loving  couple,  yclept 
Sir  Thomas  Titmouse  and  his  spouse,  Lady  Tit- 
mouse. Their  castle  is  made  of  cast  iron,  quite 
impregnable  ;  wise  Sir  Thomas  for  choosing  so 
strong  a  fortress ;  but  foolish  Sir  Thomas,  why 
did  you  not  consider  that  you  had  chosen  your 
abode  on  a  bridge  ? 

When  I  first  made  your  acquaintance  you  had 
the  fullest  confidence  in  the  goodness  of  the  Wing- 
less,   featherless   bipeds    always   crossing  and 
re-crossing  your  bridge.    In  the  iron  upright 
stanchion,   forming   the  end  of  the  bridge,  a 
circular  hole,  not  required  for  continuation  of 
the  lateral  bar,  had  been  left,  and  in  that 
hole  you  had  built  your  nest.    I  admired  your 
taste,  but  I  trembled  for  your  future ;  your  bold- 
ness and  indiscretion  distressed  me.    Within  a 
yard  of  where  I  was  leaning  on  the  bridge  you 
and  her  ladyship  flitted  in  and  out  of  that  hole, 
your  mouths  crammed  with  insects,  the  live  long 
day    I  moved  away,  and  two  lazy  tramps  came 
and  lolled  on  the  bridge ;  they  soon  caught  sight 
of  your  aperture;  one  of  them  watched  you 
going  in,  and  put  his  hand  over  the  hole,  and 
shouted  as  if  he  had  done  something  wonder- 
ful; I  begged  him  to  leave  the  little  birds 
alone,  and  presently  they  both  loafed  away.  Next 
morning  my  tits  were  at  work  as  busily  as  ever, 
but  care,  and  doubt,  and  suspicion  had  taken  the 
place  of  the  light-hearted  gaiety  of  yesterday; 
now  they  approached  their  nest  stealthily,  and 
with  fear,  looking  all  round  to  see  if  any  two- 
legged  animal  was  about.  The  next  morning,  when 
I  went  down,  I  found  that  the  boy  tending  cows 
in  the  next  field  had  discovered  the  nest ;  so  he 
and  the  other  boys  found  pleasure  in  tormenting 
them,  and  the  next  day  they  had  quite  dis- 
appeared.  The  young  scamps  had  dropped  stones 


into  the  pillar,  and  so  no  doubt  killed  the  fledglings 
and  the  bereaved  parents  have  experienced  the 
mercilessness  and  cruelty  of  boys. 

The  crop  of  May  Fly  is  just  now  proving  itself 
to  be  far  above  the  average;  the  air,  the  bushes 
the  long  grass  are  clamorous  with  these  noiseless' 
insects;  their  songs  as  they  dance  in  the  air  are 
too  ethereal  for  mortal  ears  to  hear.  Among  the 
mortal  enemies  of  the  May  Fly  I  have  observed, 
are  fash  ducks,  geese,  swifts,  swallows,  starlines 
dragon  flies,  and  all  kinds  of  birds.  It  was  only 
to-day  that  I  discovered  a  new  and  formidable 
enemy  Walking  through  some  long  and  strong1 
weeds,  I  observed  ropes  of  gossamer  suspended 
trom  one  thistle  to  another,  row  above  row  and1 
on  these  lines  were  suspended  like  chickens'  at  * 
poulterer's  as  closely  packed  as  possible,  hundreds 
of  May  Flies.  It  must  have  been  a  happy  time 
tor  spiders  as  well  as  anglers  when  the  cry  went* 

f0rS'  ^    ¥ay  ^    is  U1}1"    Whit  on, 
earth  _  Master  Spider  thinks   he   is  goin<>-  to 
do   with   the    immense   store   he    has  hM 
up,  goodness  knows!    He   is  like  us  anglers 
on  a  Saturday  night  with  a  stock  of  fish  we  know 
not  what  on  earth  to  do  with.    He  cannot  eat  1 
them  all  himself,  and  his  stock  is  frail  and  perish- 
able,    He  is  just  like  some  of  the  greedy  seat- } 
owners  in  the  Jubilee  procession,  who  have  more  I 
seats  than  they  can  let,  and  which  will  not  be  worth 
a  row  of  pins  five  minutes  after  the  procession  has  I 
passed  by.  . , 

Usually  Piscator  Major  takes  his  fishing  very] 
calmly,  but  just  now  he  has  come  up  from  the  1 
river  m  a  state  of  considerable  excitement.   It  is  J 
about  that  monarch  of  the  stream  I  mentioned 
just  now.    Sitting  on  the  bench  in  front  of  the 
wooden  mansion  "  sacred  to  fishermen,"  he  had 
seen  that  fish  come  up  with  a  splash  that 
tnghtened  the  calves  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  j 
sent  them  off  galloping  across  the  meadow  with  I 
their  taik  up. 

There  he  sat  for  an  hour  watching  and  waiting  1 
for  another  rise ;  at  length  he  was  rewarded  •  up  J 
he  came  again.  He  placed  his  G.O.M  nicely  1 
over  him.  Then  that  mild  lake  became  a  tempes-  I 
tuous  sea;  the  lashings  of  that  trout  left  a  track  I 
behind  like  that  of  a  screw  steamer ;  and  so  the  1 
fight  went  on  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour.  At  last  1 
he  arrived  at  the  point  of  the  net,  when  he  1 
decided  to  make  one  other  and  final  effort  for  J 
liberty ;  and,  alas !  he  went  away  rejoicing  with  1 
2yds.  of  collar  dangling  after  him.  The  gut  had 
given  way  just  in  its  thickest,  and  therefore  1 
supposed  to  be  its  strongest  part. 

The  Major  had  once  caught  a  five-pounder  in  i 
the  Test,  and  when  this  fellow  had  come  within  a  ] 
toot  of  the  net  his  imagination  had  already  stuffed  ' 
him  and  placed  him  in  a  glass  case  as  a  rival  and  1 
companion  to  that  Test  five-pounder  which  now 
hangs  in  his  hall ;  and  now  he  has  lost  him  !    A  1 
thing  to  mourn  over  till  next  October.   Mean-  • 
while,  that  other  major  is  fishing  that  water  day 
by  day  from  the  opposite  bank ;  may  Piscator's 
rack  be  his ! 

My  own  exploits  on  this  expedition,  and  those  of 
the  good  Professor,  who  I  omitted  to  say  is  with  us,  j 
seem  in  comparison  with  this  great  battle  to  be 
but  small,  and  yet,  in  fact,  we  did  very  well.  We 
had  many  good  fights,  and  often  we  came  off  i 
conquerors.    Needless  for  me  to  go  into  details,  > 
for  generally  the  catching  of  one  trout  is  very 
much  like  catching  another  trout.    The  difference  i 
between  us  is  that  the  Major  has  a  forceful  way, 
which  compels  the  attention  of  the  trout,  who  ha* 
to  take  what  he  puts  before  him.    We,  the  Pro- 
fessor and  I,  always  try  gentler  and  more  per- 
suasive measures  ;  but  it  does  not  answer  as  well 
— he  catches  six  for  every  one  of  ours. 

Altogether  I  may  sum  up  by  saying  that  we 
have  had  a  very  successful  and  pleasant  outing  • 
glorious  weather  all  the  week.  On  Whit  Monday 
night  I  caught  my  last  trout  in  a  thunderstorm, 
and  returned  to  London  the  same  evening,  leaving 
the  Professor  a  few  trout  still  to  catch ;  I  wish 
him  all  the  success  his  ardour  and  quiet  skill 
entitle  him  to. 

The  May  Fly  fishing  in  these  parts  may  now  be 
said  to  be  over,  and  altogether  1  should  say  that 
it  has  been  a  good  season. 

The  Amateur  Angler. 


Notice  of  Removal.  —  Messrs.  Chevalier 
Bowness  and  Co.  have  removed  from  2.10,  Strand, 
to  temporary  premises,  11G,  Chancery-lane,  E,C. 
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THE  ANGLER  OF  FIFTY  YEARS  AGO. 

In  these  days  of  controversy  and  bustle  it  is 
often  refreshing  to  take  up  an  old  book  and  note 
how  the  subjects  of  days  gone  by  were  discussed 
and  dealt  with.  A  book  well-known  to  anglers  of 
the  fifties  was  "  The  Rod  and  the  Gun,"  by  Wilson 
and  Oakleigh.  In  this  good  old  work  we  find 
much  to  interest  and  more  to  instruct  us.  We, 
who  discuss  our  Apple-green  Duns,  the  exact  set 
of  our  floater's  wings,  and  the  necessity  of  natural 
hackles,  find  our  old  author  expressing  his  views 
thus :  "  We  cannot  conceive  why  our  beloved 
brethren  of  the  angle  should  persist  in  the  belief 
that  their  success  depends  on  the  special  likeness 
which  their  own  garish  gear  bears  to  any  fixed 
form  of  insect  life."  And,  not  satisfied  with 
expressing  a  view,  the  author,  worthy  man  and 
skilful  angler  that  he  was,  devotes  a  little  space 
to  chaffing  his  opponents  in  a  gentlemanly  manner, 
which  many  of  our  modern  Fishing  Gazette  corre- 
spondents might  with  advantage  copy.  He  says : 
"  We  have  witnessed  many  a  weakness  in  our  day, 
and  have  more  than  once  seen  full-grown  men, 
not  bad  fishers  either — and  some  of  them  the 
fathers  of  large  families  of  small  children — step 
with  smirking  face,  not  only  towards,  but  actually 
into  an  unoffending  stream,  after  having,  in  a  few 
hasty  minutes,  dressed  several  flies,  which  they 
declare  must  infallibly  succeed  as  counterparts 
of  nature." 

Still,  in  spite  of  solemn  protest  and  light 
raillery,  the  imitation  of  nature  has  won  the  day, 
and  the  six-fly  artist  would  stand  but  a  poor 
chance  on  our  chalk  streams. 

Since  the  author's  time,  what  strides  have  been 
made  as  regards  rods.  Our  10ft.  built  cane  and 
greenhearts  seem  to  have  been  unknown.  Even 
the  more  ancient  lancewood  and  hickory  are  only 
mentioned  on  the  authority  of  others  as  materials 
for  rods.  "  Hazel  is  very  generally  used,  especially 
that  from  the  cobnut,  which  grows  to  a  great 
length,  and  is,  for  the  most  part,  very  straight 
and  taper.  The  butt  end  should  rather  exceed 
lin.  in  diameter,  and  the  shoots  for  stocks, 
middle  pieces,  and  tops  should  be  as  free  from 
knots  as  possible.  The  tops  are  made  from  the 
best  rush  ground  shoots.  ...  A  trouting  rod 
is  usually  made  from  12ft.  to  14ft.  in  length, 
though  some  prefer  them  of  greater  extent, 
as  giving  more  command  over  lakes  and  spreading 
pools."  The  advice  is  given  to  have  a  short  piece 
of  whalebone  to  finish  the  extremity  of  the  top. 
This  must  have  been  specially  useful  in  the  days 
of  hazel  and  hickory. 

When  describing  trout  fishing,  our  author 
devotes  nearly  all  his  space  to  the  fly,  and  seems 
to  have  but  little  knowledge  of  anything  save  the 
regulation  three-fly  cast  fished  wet.  Several 
pages  are  devoted  to  bait  fishing  for  trout 
(including  pastes,  save  the  mark),  and  goes  on  to 
describe  minnow  fishing  on  the  last  page,  winding 
up  his  remarks  as  follows :  "  We  may  add  that 
the  practice  of  fishing  with  the  artificial  minnow 
is  justly  discarded  by  all  judicious  anglers." 
Great  Scott ! 

Again,  under  the  head  of  the  salmon,  we  find 
the  following  statement:  "The  most  successful 
bait,  as  well  as  the  most  agreeable  in  the  usage,  is 
the  artificial  fly." 

Oh,  degenerate  prawn  and  minnow  fishers,  who 
claim  that  more  fish  can  be  captured  at  any  time, 
and  some  at  most  times,  with  your  lures,  what  say 
you  to  this  ?  Have  the  fish  altered  or  the  men  ?  Or 


is  it  that  by  force  of  circumstances  both  have 
grown  wiser  f  Again,  our  book  gives  certain 
information  as  to  pike  fishing,  which,  to  the 
average  angler  of  the  present  day,  sounds,  to  say 
the  least,  strange :  "  Snap  fishing  is  certainly  a 
less  scientific  method  of  angling  for  pike  than 
that  with  the  gorge ; "  and  again,  "  Snap  fishing 
consists  in  the  use  of  large  hooks,  so  baited  as  to 
enable  the  angler  to  strike  the  fish  the  moment 
he  feels  it  Trite,  immediately  after  which  he 
drags  it  nolens  volens  ashore."  That  this  was  the 
general  opinion  may  be  seen  by  the  fact  that  our 
author  quotes  Salter  thus  :  " '  This  hurried  and  un- 
sportsmanlike way  of  taking  fish,'  it  is  observed  in 
the  '  Trailers'  Guide,'  '  can  only  please  those  who 
value  the  game  more  than  the  sport  afforded  by 
killing  a  jack  or  pike  with  tackle  which  gives  the 
fish  a  chance  of  escaping,  and  excites  the  angler's 
skill  and  patience,  mixed  with  a  certain  pleasing 
anxiety  and  the  reward  of  his  hopes.'  "  It  is  to  be 
remarked  that  the  tackle  last  referred  to,  viz.,  the 


gorge,  consisted  of  a  double  hook  on  wire,  which 
the  fish  swallowed.  What  can,  then,  have  been 
this  snap  tackle  ?  Cart  reins  and  meat  hooks 
could  hardly  have  equalled  it,  especially  as  the 
rod  recommended  for  pike  fishing  was  16ft.  long. 
But  ideas  and  fashions  alter,  and  we  find  "John 
Bickerdyke  "  saying,  "  Gorge  hooks,  I  need  hardly 
say,  are  never  used  by  humane  anglers."  And 
again,  speaking  of  gorge  fishing,  "Then  gather 
up  the  loose  line  and  strike,  or  rather  drag,  the 
fish  in,  for  the  poor  beast,  with  the  hook  in  his 
entrails,  requires  little  striking  or  playing." 
Other  men,  "  other  manners  "  indeed,  and  our  good 
old  sportsmen  of  fifty  years  ago,  with  their  16ft. 
rods  and  their  gorge  trolling  baits,  would,  in  these 
modern  days,  be  warned  off  most  club  waters  in 
the  southern  counties. 

Again,  showing  that  though  we  grow  old  in 
book  lore  we  gain  but  little  true  knowledge,  a, 
reference  is  made  by  the  author  to  Shaw's 
observations  on  changes  of  colour  in  trout,  which 
scientist,  unlike  our  modern  Scottish  angling 
authorities,  makes  no  reference  to  "  chronia- 
tophores,"  but  says  :  "  The  cause,  however,  is  a 
problem  I  make  no  pretensions  to  solve." 

Much  of  this  work  is  devoted  to  the  study  of 
fishes,  which  its  author  thought  was  the  fit 
companion  to  the  catching  of  them.  He  defends 
his  pursuits  with  dignity  and  vigour,  winding  up 
with  this  sentence,  which  should  be  read  by  every 
angler,  apart  from  the  fish  murderer  and  the  pot- 
hunter :  "  How  much  nobler  and  more  soul- 
sustaining  are  these  combined  pursuits  of  the 
angler  and  naturalist  than  such  as  worldly 
minded  men  do  follow  often  ?    .    .  . 

"  Let  them  that  list  these  pleasures  then  pursue, 
And  on  their  foolish  fancies  feed  their  fill. 
So  I  the  fields  and  meadows  green  may  view, 
And  by  the  rivers  fresh  may  walke  at  wille, 
Amid  the  dazies  and  the  violets  blue. 
Bed  hyacinth  and  yellow  daffodil." 

The  natural  history  given  is  that  of  Cuvier,  and 
is  to  be  found  more  or  less  in  every  book  on 
angling.    The  multiplication  of  species  and  the 
hybrid  origin  of  others  was  in  full  force,  fallacies 
which,  to  the  present  day,  still  remain  rampant 
in  the   less   civilized  portions  of  our  empire. 
The  ferox   and  the  brown  trout  are  carefully 
separated,  while   the  bull  trout,  described  as 
S.  eriox,  seems  to  have  been  as  indefinite  in  his 
characters  in  1840  as  in  1896,  seeing  that  so- 
called  large  specimens  of  both  sea  trout  and 
brown  trout  are  said,  as  a  rule,  to  belong  to  that 
species.    The  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  fish  is 
certainly  not  equal  to  that  of  Father  Izaak,  but 
compares  well  with  more  modern  writers.  Thus, 
when  speaking  of  pike  fishing,  he  says :  "  With  the 
exception  of  chub  and  dace,  which  bite  pretty 
freely  at  the  bottom  all  winter,  scarcely  any  other 
fish  can  be  relied  on  for  sport  during  the  more 
inclement  portion  of  the  year."    And  yet  ouv 
winter  roach  fishers  go  on  getting  magnificent 
catches,  despite  the  fact  that  "  fishes  decrease  and 
fishers  multiply,"  and  the  wily  angler  who  knows 
a  water  chooses  his  bright  winter  day  for  a 
successful  onslaught  amongst  the  perch.  But 
why  should  we  find  fault  with  our  old  author  ?  In 
his  day  the  roach,  the  dace,  the  chub,  the  barbel, 
&c,  were  but  little  fished  for.   Three-fly  casts 
caught  trout,  and  every  purling  brook,  now  a 
closed  sewer  or  a  drain-infected  nuisance,  con 
tained  prey  much  worthier  of  the  angler's  atten 
tion  than  the  so-called  coarse  fish.    In  one 
respect  the  angler  of  to-day  seems  but  little 
changed  by  years.    In  speaking  of  the  growth  of 
fishes,  the  writer  states :  "No  doubt  an  incorrect 
allegation  does  not  in  any  way  increase  the  actual 
size  of  fishe3."    And  goes  on  to  say  later,  "  We 
don't  insist  upon  anyone  weighing  every  fish  he 
captures,  but  we  request  that  no  one  after  jerking 
out  a  few  parr  will  maintain  next  morning,  or  even 
that  very  night,  that  he  had  a  most  toilsome  but 
very  glorious  day,  and  has  killed  five  dozen  and 
four  of  the  finest  trout  the  human  eye  ever 
gazed  upon."    How  true  this  is  of  our  con- 
temporaries, save  that  the  name  of  the  angler  is 
anonymous,  and  report  runs  thus  :  "  A  gentleman 

out  with    had  a  magnificent  day's  sport, 

capturing  four  dozen  good  fish" — no  mention 
being  made  of  the  fact  that  three  dozen  and  nine 
had  to  be  returned  as  under  the  limit. 

And  so  it  runs ;  man  and  fish  are  the  same,  but 
methods  and  habits  alter ;  the  fisher  gets  keener, 
and  the  fish  more  shy.  It  seems  to  the  present 
writer  that  every  man  who  aspires  to  write  should 


sit  down  and  read  our  old  standards,  such  as  Dame 
Juliana  Berners,  Izaak  Walton,  or  the  present 
work,  and  then  sit  back  and  think  if  his  work  is 
useful,  ornamental,  or  superfluous.  Our  old 
writer  here  says  every  man  writes  from  various 
motives,  instancing  knowledge,  ignorance,  merit, 
candour,  conceit,  or  arrogance.  The  chief  interest 
is  not  the  object,  but  the  result,  and,  if  that  leads 
to  improvement  in  any  way,  that  work  will  live, 
and  not  unless.  Nemo. 


RARE  CATCHES. 


The  angler  who  goes  about  his  woi-k  in  con- 
templative fashion  finds  entries  in  his  diary  that 
give  more  pleasure  by  far  than  any  record  of  so 
many  pounds.  There  is — who  shall  doubt  it  ?— a 
certain  gratification,  the  assurance  of  having 
triumphed  over  the  skill  or  fortune  of  others,  in 
the  memory  of  salmon  or  pike  that  took  the 
steelyard  to  its  furthest  limit,  giving  free  play  to 
the  imagination  in  the  matter  of  unrecorded 
pounds.  In  point  of  numbers,  too,  the  sea  fisher, 
fighting  the  old  battles  once  more  in  the  smoking- 
room,  is  not  likely  to  forget  that  glorious  day  off 
the  Eddy  stone  when  the  whiting  and  mackerel 
came  so  thick  and  fast  that  counting  was 
abandoned,  and  the  eye  dwelt  gratefully  on  the 
pile  of  slain,  seeking  in  vain  a  square  inch  of 
plank  uncovered  by  the  blue  and  silver  sheen,  by 
fan-like  tails  and  great,  goggle  eyes  glazed  in 
death. 

But  over  and  above  these  memories,  far  though 
they  go  to  slake  the  lust  of  spoil,  there  stand  out 
scarcer  catches  entered  in  red  letter.  Sometimes 
the  interest  lies  in  the  catch  itself,  more  often 
in  the  method  of  capture.  Thus  it  is  the 
privilege  of  the  thoughtful  fly  fisher  to  strike  on 
occasion  a  bat,  or  swallow,  or  water-vole,  or  the 
tail  of  a  prying  cow.  There  is,  after  all,  nothing, 
singular  in  such  achievements ;  little  more  than 
the  mere  coincidence  of  the  bat  or  cow's  tail  and 
the  point  of  the  hook  at  a  certain  point  in  the 
air.  Nothing  more  strange  than  (as  happened 
on  one  occasion  in  the  writer's  presence) 
hooking  a  bird  at  a  depth  of  over  30ft.  The 
spinner  was  trailing  over  submerged  rocks; 
the  guillemot,  bent  on  like  errand,  came  across 
it,  and  the  acquaintance  that  originated  thus 
abruptly  was  soon  cemented  on  the  deck  of  a 
yacht,  where  the  diving-bird,  little  the  worse  for 
its  adventure,  was  restored  to  liberty  an  hour 
later,  having  in  the  meantime  been  violently  sick. 

But,  as  above  mentioned,  it  is  in  the  method 
of  capture  that  the  particular  interest  of  these 
exceptional  catches  is  more  often  to  be  sought. 
Thus  anglers  have,  from  many  generations  of 
experience,  come  to  make  a  number  of  sub- 
divisions in  the  great  class  among  which  they 
seek  their  sport,  divisions  unrecognised,  it  is  true, 
by  the  ichthyologist,  but  of  some  practical  - 
moment  to  the  sportsman.  There  are  the  game 
fish,  those  which  will  rise  to  the  fly ;  and  there  are 
others  less  game,  like  pike  and  perch,  that  rush 
greedily  at  live  bait  or  spinner.  The  rest  fall, 
naturally  or  otherwise,  under  the  only  category 
left  them — they  are  coarse,  fish,  too  coarse  to  see 
the  attractions  of  combinations  of  feather  and  fur 
that  bear  not  the  slightest  resemblance  to  any 
child  of  nature,  too  coarse  to  fret  themselves  and 
lose  their  liberty  for  a  mussel-shaped  spoon.  So 
little  of  reproach  can  there  be  in  the  term  that 
these  same  carp  and  mud-loving  tench  exhibit  a' 
wariness,  the  piscine  equivalent  for  intellect, 
unknown  in  the  so-called  lordly  salmon. 

To  rettirn  to  the  immediate  subject  of  these 
remarks.  It  is  when  these  sporting  sub-divisions 
are  transgressed,  when  the  "  game  "  fish  swallows 
paste,  or  the  fish  that  should  await  the  gentle 
seizes  fly  or  spinner  that  was  cast  for  higher  game 
that  the  angler  underlines  the  entry  in  his  diary 
and  sends  his  thrilling  experiences  to  the  Field. 
A  trout  on  paste  bait,  an  eel  on  spinner  or  fly— not 
as  a  rule  does  such  luck,  or  mischance,  befall  the 
angler  twice  in  a  lifetime.  The  sea-fisher,  too, 
has  his  experiences  of  this  kind,  for  he  will  now 
and  again  take  a  good-sized  cod  on  a  slow-moving 
spinning  bait.  Nay,  more  ;  there  are  fish  in  our 
seas  which,  unlike  any  denizen  of  our  rivers,  do 
not,  in  the  ordinary  course,  take  a  bait  of  any 
kind.  Such  a  one  is  the  surmullet,  that  same  fish 
that  the  prodigal  senators  of  a  dead  civilisation 
purchased  at  higher  price  than  they  gave  for 
tbeu-    slaves,  fed  from  their  own  hand  like 
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fathers,  and,  last  of  all,  ate  like  the  gluttons 
they  were.  The  surmullet,  or  red  mullet,  is  taken 
in  the  ordinary  course  in  the  trammel  net,  and 
there  are  not,  perhaps,  more  than  a  dozen  in- 
stances on  record  of  its  having  taken  the  hook. 
One  such  came  under  the  writer's  notice  last 
summer,  when  a  small  red  mullet,  deceived  for 
once  by  the  marvellously  sensitive  barbels  with 
which  it  invariably  investigates  all  its  food  before 
tasting,  took  a  large  mussel  bait,  and  was  hauled 
up  by  a  small  boy,  who  insisted  that  he  had 
caught  a  gurnard.  And,  indeed,  the  superficial 
resemblance  is — especially  when  we  consider  that 
the  two  are  not  even  remotely  connected — 
somewhat  striking. 

Other  rare  catches  of  a  slightly  different  nature 
occur  to  memory,  such  as  the  capture  of  two  trout 
on  one  fly,  of  which  several  cases  have  been  in 
print.  Or,  as  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  recently 
succeeded  in  doing,  the  experimental  angler  may 
fill  his  creel  with  trout  taken  on  Blue  or  Scarlet 
May  Fly.  Here,  too,  the  sea  is  equal  to  the  occasion. 
There  is  nothing,  perhaps,  remarkable  in  catching 
a  smelt  with  its  own  lip  as  bait,  for  the  same 
has  been  done  with  the  eye  of  the  perch,  a  far 
shier  fish.  But  it  is  a  little  unusual  to  hook  a 
large  plaice  in  the  gills,  the  hook  projecting  a 
good  3in.  from  the  mouth.  Here  is,  be  it  under- 
stood, no  case  of  foul-hooking.  Only  too  often 
the  writer  has,  where  flat  fish  are  biting  furiously 
and  without  pause,  hooked  one  in  the  tail  when 
striking  another  fish,  and,  to  the  delight  of  others 
in  the  boat  and  his  own  confusion,  brought  the 
fish  to  the  surface  tail  first.  But  the  plaice  which 
he  hooked,  as  described,  two  years  ago  had  clearly 
taken  the  hook  into  its  gills  during  respiration. 
The  converse,  in  which  the  hook  is  taken  in  the 
ordinary  way  and,  instead  of  being  gorged,  passes 
out  at  the  gills,  is  no  unusual  event. 

A  still  more  extraordinary  case  occurred  last 
year.  The  writer  had  put  out  a  heavy  conger- 
line,  its  large-eyed  hook  baited  with  half  a 
herring  to  keep  marauders  of  the  shark  tribe 
from  the  lighter  gear  on  his  rod,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  the  hook  was  bitten  off  by  what  had 
evidently  been  a  large  dogfish.  Less  than  half  an 
hour  afterwards  something  very  heavy  bent  the 
rod  (not  nearly  double,  as  some  anglers  relate,  but 
quite  as  far  as  it  would  comfortably  bear),  and, 
after  some  play,  the  intruder  was  brought  to  net, 
proving  to  be  a  101b.  spotted  "  nurse,"  hooked  in 
anything  but  the  orthodox  way.  From  its  jaw 
projected  the  eye  of  the  large  hook,  and  it  was  in 
this  that  the  smaller  hook  on  the  rod  had  firmly 
caught.  But  for  the  habit,  so  often  fatal  to  its 
tribe,  of  swimming  to  the  surface  when  hooked,  so 
large  a  fish  would  scarcely  have  been  brought  to 
account  in  less  than  five  minutes  on  a  single  gut 
trace  intended  for  small  mackerel.  Such,  how- 
ever, are  the  chances  of  war,  and  many  a  time 
would  nobler  contests  be  prolonged  did  one  or 
other  of  the  engaging  parties  suspect  his  own 
strength  or  the  enemy's  weakness. 

Other  instances  of  singular  and  unexpected 
captures  by  hook  or  crook  might  easily  be  cited, 
but  even  one  would  point  the  moral,  and  would 
suffice  to  distinguish  between  the  pot-hunter,  who, 
harping  only  on  the  weight  and  number  of  the 
day's  catch,  greets  such  casualties  with  a  curse, 
and  the  angler-naturalist,  to  whom  they  are  full 
of  meaning,  suggesting  new  lines  of  thought,  the 
pleasure  of  which  more  than  compensates  for  any 
loss  of  time  and  sport  entailed.    F.  G.  Aflalo. 


Illness  of  Dr.  Ramskill. — Many  of  our 
readers  will  hear  with  regret  of  the  serious  illness 
of  the  well-known  London  physician,  Dr.  J.  S. 
Ramskill,  of  St.  Helen's-place.  Dr.  R.  is  a  very 
keen  angler,  and  his  many  friends  will  join  us  in 
hoping  that  there  may  soon  be  an  improvement  in 
his  condition. 

Royal  Jubilee  Procession  Programme. — 
An  illustrated  programme  of  the  above,  authorised 
by  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  will  be  published 
in  aid  of  his  Royal  Highness's  Hospital  Fund  for 
London,  to  which  the  entire  profits  will  be 
devoted.  The  programme  will  contain  detailed 
particulars  of  the  procession  and  sixty-four  pages 
of  illustrations  will  run  throughout  the  pamphlet, 
with  descriptive  letterpress  underneath.  It  will 
published  at  Is.,  and  will  be  on  sale  four  or 
days  before  the  day  fixed  for  the  procession, 
anil  form  not  only  an  illustrated  guide,  but 
•eBting  memento  of  the  day. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 

[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Eivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on  - 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  anyof  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly. — Editor  Fishing  Gazette.' 
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PERTHSHIRE. 

Lochs  of  Perthshire  (continued). 

Loch  Kinnardochy. —  A  little  loch  near 
Coshieville,  belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Menzies, 
Bart.,  and  containing  only  pike,  which  run  from 
lib.  to  61b.  It  is  half  a  mile  long  by  400yds. 
broad.  June,  July,  and  August  are  the  best 
months.  The  loch  is  let  with  shootings.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Aberfeldy ;  thence  hire  eight  miles. 

Loch  Larigeelie. — A  little  loch  at  Glen  Ogle 
head.  It  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane. 
It  is  half  a  mile  by  a  quarter,  and  it  holds  a  great 
many  trout,  running  four  to  a  lb.  From  three 
to  four  dozen  is  a  good  basket.  Best  months : 
June,  July,  and  August.  Dark  green  flies,  with 
woodcock  or  drake  wings,  kill  best,  while  green  and 
yellow  body  also  do  well.  There  are  several  other 
good  fishing  lochs  near  this  one,  but  they  are  let 
to  shooting  tenants,  whose  permission  to  fish,  is 
necessary.  Route:  By  rail  to  Killin  Junction; 
thence  walk  two  miles. 

Lochan  a-Chlaidh. — A  small  and  solitary 
round  loch  near  where  the  counties  of  Perth, 
Inverness,  and  Argyll  meet.  The  Black  "Water 
rises  in  it,  and  flows  into  a  chain  of  lochs  com- 
municating with  Loch  Leven,  an  arm  of  the  sea 
on  the  west  coast.  Lochan-a-Chlaidh  belongs  to 
Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart.,  and  Sir  John  Stirling 
Maxwell,  Bart.,  and  leave  to  fish  it  is  necessary. 
It  contains  small  trout  in  great  numbers,  which 
take  greedily  during  June,  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember, when  they  are  angled  for,  which  is 
extremely  seldom.  Route  :  By  rail  to  Rannoch ; 
thence  walk. 

Loch  Loch. — A  small  and  very  inaccessible 
little  loch  close  under  the  highest  part  of  the 
Ben-y-Gloe  range,  amid  very  wild  moorland 
scenery.  It  is  a  mile  and  a  quarter  long  by  the 
eighth  of  a  mile  wide,  and  of  great  depth.  It 
belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  who  preserves  it. 
It  is,  however,  seldom  fished.  The  late  Duke 
John  of  Atholl  used  to  fish  it  with  great  success, 
and  has  killed  trout  of  71b.  weight  in  it.  The 
trout  run  about  four  to  a  lb.,  and  201b.  is  a  fair 
day's  work.  The  best  flies  are  water-rat  and  teal 
wing,  and  red  body  and  woodcock  wing.  Besides 
trout,  there  are  char  in  the  east  end  of  the  loch. 
Blair- Athole  Hotel  is  the  best  place  to  stay  at. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Blair- Athole ;  thence  hire  a 
mile  or  two  ;  thence  walk. 

Loch  o'  the  Lowes. — The  westernmost  of  a 
chain  of  five  lochs  (the  others  being  Butterston, 
Oraiglush,  Clunie,  and  Drummellie),  which  begin 
a  mile  or  two  from  Dunkeld,  on  the  Blairgowrie 
road.  They  all  contain  pike,  perch,  and  some 
heavy  and  very  shy  trout.  Pike  have  been  killed 
301b.  weight,  and  perch  41b.,  and  they  take  well  all 
the  summer  season.  A  large  peacock  fly  is  a 
favourite  bait,  and  phantom  and  spoon  bait  also 
do  well.  The  perch  are  of  excellent  quality,  and 
so  are  the  trout ;  but  the  latter  are  rarely  got 
save  when  netting  for  pike,  except,  perhaps,  on 
Drummellie,  where  a  few  are  killed  with  fly.  The 
Loch  o'  the  Lowes  is  a  mile  and  a  half  long  by 
half  a  mile  in  breadth,  and  is  almost  surrounded 
with  wood ;  while  the  country  around  is  broken 
up  by  picturesque  hills  well  wooded.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Dunkeld ;  thence  hire  two  and  a  half  miles. 

Lubnaig. — A  very  beautiful  loch  near  the 
Braes  of  Balquhidder  and  the  Pass  of  Leny,  up 
which,  it  will  be  remembered  by  the  readers  of 
"The  Lady  of  the  Lake,"  "  the  Cross  of  Fire" 
was  carried  at  headlong  speed  by  young  Angus  of 
Duncraggan.  The  loch  is  about  four  miles  long 
by  nearly  half  a  mile  broad.  On  the  east  side 
the  road  winds  amid  woods  of  hazel,  pine,  and 
birch,  close  to  the  water's  edge — a  lovely  drive ; 
while,  on  the  west  side,  Benledi,  with  its  huge 


masses  of  rock,  rises  sheer  from  the  water,  pre- 
senting a  scene  of  rich  yet  wild  beauty.  In  Loch 
Lubnaig  are  to  be  found  salmon,  trout,  and  char ; 
but  it  does  not  fish  well  as  a  rule.  The  trout 
average  rather  over  lib.,  and  31b.  to  61b.  is  an 
ordinary  basket.  They  are  partial  to  small  flies, 
green  and  red  bodies  being  favourites.  There  are 
some  large  trout  in  the  loch,  but  they  do  not  rise 
well  to  fly.  They  are  sometimes  taken  with 
phantom  minnow,  but  the  ordinary  small  trout 
do  not  take  that  bait  at  all  readily.  June  and 
J uly  are  the  best  months  for  trout ;  March,  April, 
and  May  for  salmon.  Some  of  the  farmers  on 
the  banks  of  the  loch  receive  lodgers,  and  they 
have  leave  for  their  guests  to  fish  the  loch.  Most 
of  them  let  their  boats  at  2s.  6d.  a  day,  or  accom- 
modate families  with  lodgings  at  from  £12  to 
£20  a  month,  with  use  of  boat  for  fishing.  The 
loch  is  open  to  the  public,  and  can  be  best  fished 
by  staying  at  Callander  or  Strathyre.  From 
Callander  the  simplest  way  to  fish  the  loch  is  to 
take  the  train  to  Strathyre,  telling  the  guard  to 
stop  at  Laggan  Farm,  which  is  on  the  loch  side  a 
mile  and  a  half  from  Strathyre.  Here  there  are 
boats,  while  the  best  fly  fishing  is  also  at  this  end 
of  the  loch.  A  boatman  must  be  engaged  at 
Callander.  Charges  for  boat,  2s.  6d. ;  boatman, 
5s.  a  day.  Except  early  in  the  season,  the  sport 
is  not  great,  but  the  place  is  lovely.  The  right  of 
net  fishing  belongs  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buchanan 
Baillie  Hamilton,  of  Amprior,  and  is  let  by  them 
to  their  tenant"  with  the  Strathyre  shootings. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Strathyre ;  thence  walk  about 
a  mile ;  or,  if  notice  be  given  to  the  guard  at 
Callander,  the  train  will  stop  at  Laggan  Farm, 
close  to  the  loch ;  or  by  rail  to  Callander ;  thence 
hire  four  miles  through  the  Pass  of  Leny — a  fine 
drive. 

Loch  Lydoch  is  in  the  midst  of  the  wild 
Moor  of  Rannoch,  and  is  one  of  the  best  trouting 
lochs  in  Perthshire,  or  perhaps  in  Scotland.  To 
the  angler  who  loves  loneliness  Loch  Lydoch  is  a 
paradise.    Macculloch  says,  "Pray  imagine  the 
Moor  of  Rannoch,  for  who  can  describe  it !  A 
great  level  (I  hope  the  word  will  pardon  this 
abuse  of  it),  1000ft.  above  the  sea,  sixteen  or 
twenty  miles  long,  and  nearly  as  much  wide, 
bounded  by  mountains  so  distant  as  scarcely 
to  form  an  apprehensible  boundary ;  open,  silent, 
solitary.    Not  even  the  mountain-bee  was  on  the 
wing  to  give  life  to  the  scene;  nay,  the  very 
midges  seemed  to  scorn  the  Moor  of  Rannoch ;  no 
water  stirred  to  indicate  that  something  yet  lived 
or  moved.    The  heart-sinking  stillness  of  this 
solitude  was  the  more  dreary  that  it  was  so 
spacious."     Our  own  experience  of  this  con- 
fessedly eerie  solitude  is  different  from  Maccul- 
loch's.    We  have  wandered  over  its  pathless 
wastes,  rod  in  hand,  in  sunshine  and  in  storm, 
and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  anyone  who 
likes  wild  scenery,  combined  with  good  fishing, 
could  wish  no  better  place.   We  have  fished  Loch 
Luydan  for  hours — hardly  a  cast  without  either  a 
trout  or  a  rise ;  while  the  streams  which  connect 
the  other  lochs  which  dot  the  moor  yield  first-rate 
sport.    The  trout  are  very  livery,  and  on  a  good 
day,  on  Loch  Luydan,  ten  to  fifteen  dozen  is  no 
uncommon  basket.    Three  rods  have  been  known 
to  make  801b.  in  a  day  with  fly.    A  year  or  two 
ago  one  of  81b.  was  got  with  a  small  fly.  The 
Perthshire  part  of  the  loch  belongs  to  Sir  Robert 
Menzies,  Bart.,  and  the  Argyllshire  part  belongs 
to  the  Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  who  have  each  a 
boat  on  it ;  and  it  can  only  be  fished  by  their 
leave,  or  that  of  the  shooting  tenants.    The  loch 
is  very  inaccessible  and  very  beautiful.    Route : 
By  rail  to  Rannoch  Station — loch  at  hand. 

Loch  Lyon. — A  pretty  loch  at  the  head  of  the 
beautiful  glen  of  that  name,  and  out  of  which  the 
Lyon  flows.  It  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane  and  the  trustees  of  the  late  Mr. 
Bullough,  of  Meggernie  Castle,  whose  permission 
to  fish  is  necessary.  The  loch  is  two  and  a  half 
miles  long  by  nearly  a  mile  broad,  and  contains 
salmon  and  trout.  The  latter  run  two  or  three  to 
a  lb.,  and  from  41b.  to  301b.  may  be  got  in  a  day, 
according  to  weather.  June  and  July  are  the 
best  months ;  a  red  hackle  the  most  deadly  fly. 
The  scenery  is  mountainous  and  grand,  and  near 
by  are  some  old  Fingalian  castles,  and  one  or  two 
pretty  waterfalls.  Route :  By  rail  to  Bridge  of 
Orchy ;  thence  drive. 

Loch  Machaich. — A  little  loch  about  three 
miles  from  Callander,  holding  pike  and  a  few 
trout.   It  belongs  to  the  Earl  of  Moray,  and  is 
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not  open  to  the  public.  There  are  hotels  at 
Callander,  or  Doune.  June  is  the  best  month  for 
the  loch,  which  sometimes  yields  fair  sport.  The 
country  around  is  very  beautiful.  Route:  By 
rail  to  Callander ;  thence  hire  or  walk  three 
miles. 

Loch  Maragan. — A  small  loch  similar  to  and 
near  Loch  Essan,  which  see. 

Loch  Marlee. — See  Loch  Drummellie. 

Lake  of  Menteith  is  a  very  beautiful  sheet 
of  water,  distant  six  miles  from  Callander,  and 
five  from  Aberfoyle.  It  is  about  five  miles  round, 
and  its  shores  are  thickly  and  richly  wooded, 
many  of  the  trees  being  centuries  old.  The  whole 
place  has  an  appearance  of  antiquity,  which  is 
added  to  by  the  ruins  which  exist  on  the  two 
beautiful  islands  of  the  lake.  The  larger  one, 
Inchmahome,  or  the  Isle  of  Rest,  contains  the 
ruins  of  a  priory,  founded  in  the  12th  century  by 
the  Earl  of  Buchan,  who  became  Earl  of  Menteith 
by  marriage.  Here  the  unfortunate  Queen  Mary 
resided  before  her  removal  to  France.  The  ruins 
are  of  very  great  architectural  beauty  and  anti- 
quarian interest.  The  other  island  is  smaller, 
and  contains  the  ruins  of  a  castle  of  the  Grahams, 
Earls  of  Menteith.  The  loch  contains  trout, 
some  of  them  of  good  size ;  but  they  do  not  bite 
freely,  and  whole  days  may  be  spent  without 
making  a  good  basket.  Pike  abound  in  the  loch, 
accounting,  no  doubt,  for  the  scarcity  of  trout. 
The  coarser  and  stronger  fish  very  soon  ruin  a 
loch  for  trout  fishing,  and  this  is  the  case  here. 
Of  pike,  61b.  or  71b.  may  be  got  in  a  day,  spinning 
with  minnow,  and  in  August  and  September  much 
heavier  baskets ;  and  of  trout,  say  from  lib.  to 
31b.  a  day.  The  loch,  upon  which  there  are  boats 
for  visitors,  can  be  fished  by  residing  at  Port  of 
Menteith  Hotel.  The  loch  belongs  to  the  Duke 
of  Montrose,  and  Major  Erskine,  of  Cardross. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Port  of  Menteith ;  thence  hire 
three  miles  and  a  half.  A  carriage  should  be 
ordered  from  the  hotel  beforehand. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OP  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public ,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  local 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Sutheelandshibe  {continued). 

Durness  is  a  nice  Highland  village  on  the 
coast  of  the  extreme  north  of  Scotland.  The 
scenery  is  wild  and  romantic.  It  is  reached  by 
rail  to  Lairg,  on  the  Highland  Railway ;  thence 
by  coach,  fifty-six  miles,  passing  Overscaig  and 
Rhiconich.  Visitors  can  fish  Loch  Borley  and 
Loch  Crosbol.  There  is  also  excellent  sea  fishing, 
and  very  good  sea  trout  fishing. 

Forsinard  is  a  station  on  the  Highland  Rail- 
way. It  is  a  first-rate  fishing  centre,  and  much 
frequented.  The  scenery  is  wild  and  beautiful. 
Forsinard  Hotel  is  close  to  the  station,  and  nicely 
situated.  Visitors  can  fish  Loch  Ach-Na-Moin ; 
Loch  Alt-an-Fearn ;  Loch  An-Ruar,  three  miles 
off ;  Lochs  Badan  and  Rimisdale,  thirteen  miles 
off ;  Loch  Clachan-Gal,  four  and  a  half  miles  off ; 
Loch  Jubilee,  two  and  a  half  miles  off ;  Loch 
Lear,  four  and  a  half  miles  off ;  Loch  Na-Coorach ; 
Loch  An-Dhu-Leven,  three  miles  off ;  Loch  Tula- 
heil,  five  and  a  half  miles  off ;  Lochs  Saine  and 
Sarde,  five  and  a  quarter  miles  off ;  Lochs  Cooran 
and  Acron,  ten  miles  off ;  Loch  Ganuh ;  Loch 
Crocach,  six  miles  off ;  and  the  Halladale. 
{To  be  continued) 


THE  AMERICAN  FISHERIES 
SOCIETY. 


The  twenty  -  sixth  annual  meeting  of  the 
American  Fisheries  Society  will  be  held  at  the 
Russell  House,  Detroit,  Michigan,  June  17, 18,  and 
V.K  There  will  be  abusiness  meeting  the  morning  of 
the  17th,  and  in  the  afternoon  a  trip  will  be  made 
across  Lake  St.  Clair  by  private  steam  yacht  to 
Lake  St.  Clair  Shooting  and  Fishing  Club,  where 
dinner  will  be  served.  The  18th  will  be  devoted 
to  business.  The  evening  of  the  18th  the 
members  of  the  society  will  become  the  guests  of 
the  officers  of  the  Michigan  Central  R.  R.,  and 
entertained  in  their  private  car  on  a  journey  to 
the  State  hatchery  at  Paris,  returning  to  Detroit 
the  next  day. 

A.  Nelson  Cheney  (Recording  Secretary). 

Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.,  May  27, 1897. 


ANGLING  EXCURSIONS  IN  FRANCE 
AND  BELGIUM* 
(Continued  from  page  393.J 

By  Palmer  Hackle,  Esq. 

Geavelines. 
The  waters  which  flow  through  the  marais, 
near  St.  Omer,  find  their  way  into  the  sea,  and 
numerous  other  small  rivers  and  canals  escape 
into  the  ocean  at  this  place.  Here  the  fosses  and 
other  waters  are  filled  with  fish.  Perch,  bream, 
eels,  roach,  pike,  &c,  of  very  large  size  crowd  the 
streams,  and  the  waters  are  open  to  the  angler  in 
every  direction.  In  one  of  the  fosses  which 
surround  the  town,  and  which  communicate  with 
the  sea,  some  French  gentlemen  are  endeavouring 
to  preserve  the  red  mullet.  Here,  of  course, 
angling  is  interdicted.  The  following  incident 
will  afford  some  idea  of  the  enormous  quantities 
of  fish  which  crowd  these  waters.  In  the  month 
of  September,  1844,  the  water  was  nearly  all 
drawn  off  for  a  few  days  from  a  small  fosses  on 
the  south  side  of  the  town  for  the  purpose  of 
effecting  some  repairs.  When  these  were  accom- 
plished, and  the  staunch,  which  connects  the  fosses 
with  the  canal,  was  drawn  up  in  order  to  refill  it, 
an  immense  mass  of  fish  crowded  up  to  the  door 
to  revel  in  the  fresh  running  water.  The  walls  of 
the  staunch  were  soon  covered  with  boys,  who 
sunk  their  lines  into  the  water,  by  means  of  a  lump 
of  lead,  through  the  dense  columns  of  fish.  These 
lines,  garnished  at  intervals  of  3in.  or  4in.  with 
unbaited  hooks,  the  lads  kept  pulling  up  with  the 
greatest  rapidity,  invariably  bringing  out  three 
or  four  fish  every  dip,  and  strewing  the  surface 
of  the  water  with  hundreds  of  poor  things 
wounded  and  mutilated.  This  wretched  sport 
lasted  as  long  as  the  fresh  water  continued  to 
run  violently  into  the  fosses;  and  the  anecdote 
will  furnish  the  reader  with  some  idea  of  the 
myriads  of  fish  which  crowd  these  waters. 
Immense  fish  are  frequently  caught  here,  and  yet 
you  may  fish  for  days  .together  without  meeting 
half  a  dozen  brethren  of  the  craft,  so  little,  as  a 
nation,  are  the  French  addicted  to  the  sports  of 
the  field. 

Gravelines  contains  about  3500  inhabitants, 
and  is  situated  in  a  dead  flat.  The  soil  about  the 
place  is  a  cold  clay,  and  in  wet  weather  the  whole 
neighbourhood  is  sufficiently  wretched.  There  is 
an  enormous  traffic  in  eggs  carried  on  with 
England,  and  smuggling  to  a  vast  extent  is 
effected  on  the  English  coast  by  fast  craft  from 
this  port,  and  vice  versa,  the  inhabitants  not  being 
very  particular  which  revenue  they  cheat.  The 
town  is  strongly  fortified,  and  the  Gravelines 
people  boast  that  it  never  has  been  taken.  This 
is  very  likely  to  be  true,  because  they  have  the 
power  of  laying  the  whole  country  under  water 
in  a  few  hours  by  means  of  their  large  salt-water 
sluices.  Perhaps  an  active  rummage  into  the 
history  of  the  wars  in  the  Low  Countries  might 
blow  away  this  bit  of  brag,  but  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  disturb  the  vanity  of  the  poor  folks  who 
vegetate  in  such  a  district.  The  military  call  it 
the  "  grave  of  France,"  and  consider  a  twelve 
months'  residence  within  its  walls  almost  equiva- 
lent to  a  sentence  for  transportation.  After  all, 
however,  it  is  a  capital  place  for  fishing,  and  if  not 
disappointed  in  that  respect  the  angler  will  allow 
nearly  every  other  consideration  to  sink  into 
insignificance. 

DUNKERQUE. 

Dunkerque  is  a  well  built  seaport,  a  short 
distance  from  the  ocean,  with  which  it  communi- 
cates by  a  short  river  and  port.  Although 
frequently  mentioned  in  the  wars  of  the  Low 
Countries,  this  town  is  not  celebrated  for  any 
historical  incidents  of  great  moment,  unless  we 
except  the  fact  that  it  was  sold  by  Charles  II.  to 
the  French  for  £150,000. 

The  celebrated  Lord  Rochester  is  reported  to 
have  said  that  this  merry  monarch  "  never  said  a 
foolish  thing,  and  never  did  a  wise  one."  This 
must  have  been  before  the  sale  of  this  fortress 
was  effected,  for,  seeing  that  he  could  not  keep 
possession  of  it  in  the  event  of  a  war,  the  bargain 
was  a  proof  of  the  King's  prudence  and  fore- 
sight.   The  famous  Jean  Bart  was  a  native  of 

*  These  extracts  are  from  a  scarce  book,  and  will  be 
useful  to  anglers  visiting  the  places  mentioned.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  have  any  more  recent  information  from  thoeo 
who  can  supply  it. — Ed. 


this  town,  and  a  statue  has  been  recently  erected 
to  commemorate  his  daring  exploits.  He  seems 
to  have  been  a  kind  of  maritime  nondescript,  half 
pirate,  half  smuggler,  who  did  some  damage  to 
the  English  mercantile  marine,  and  therefore 
makes  a  very  good  naval  hero  in  the  estimation  of 
our  vapouring  neighbours. 

The  church  of  St.  Eloi  and  the  public  library, 
containing  eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  volumes, 
are  worthy  of  notice. 

The  fishing  here  is  good.  Pike,  perch,  eels, 
&c,  may  be  obtained  in  considerable  quantities, 
and  the  angling  under  the  ramparts  for  roach 
and  bleak  is,  as  in  most  of  the  waters  in  this 
part  of  France,  of  a  first-rate  description. 

The  angler  will  find  Dunkerque  an  agreeable 
place  of  temporary  sojourn,  as  many  English 
families  reside  there.  It  stands  on  one  of  the 
great  routes  from  Calais  into  Germany;  and  this 
circumstance,  coupled  with  its  proximity  to 
Belgium,  and  vicinity  to  the  sea,  renders  it  a 
favourite  resort  for  many  families  during  the 
summer  months. 

{To  be  continued.) 


THAMES  SEASON  1897-8. 


Br  F.  H.  Amphlett. 

The  coarse  fishing  season,  which  opens  on  the 
16th  inst.,  should  find  the  Thames  in  excellent 
condition.  The  river  is  at  present  at  its  normal 
height,  the  flush  of  water  caused  by  the  rain  a  few 
days  ago  having  toned  down.  Nothing  could 
have  been  more  acceptable  than  the  rain  to 
farmers  and  anglers  alike.  The  lower  portions  of 
the  Thames  should  yield  good  sport  owing  to  the 
useful  re-stocking  that  was  done  last  year  by 
the  T.R.A.  and  T.A.P.S.  But  it  must  not  be 
imagined  that  though  a  quantity  of  fish 
may  be  taken,  specimens  will  be  the  order 
of  the  day.  The  Thames,  affording  free  fishing 
up  to  the  London  Stone  at  Staines,  and  practically 
so  throughout  the  whole  length  of  the  stream  up 
to  Pangbourne  and  Goring,  is  naturally  much 
fished,  and  is  likely  to  be  more  so  in  the  future. 
If,  therefore,  anglers  would  return  to  the  river  the 
fish  they  catch  which  only  just  reach  the  Thames 
standard  sizes  at  which  they  may  be  retained,  we 
might  hear  more  often  of  specimens  being  weigned- 
in  at  the  clubs.  What  can  it  benefit  a  man  if  he 
catch  a  few  7in.  roach  ?  They  are  not  fit  to 
show,  few  people  care  to  eat  them,  and  they 
generally  find  their  way  to  the  dust  cart  or 
some  such  place.  It  may  be  said  that  they 
help  to  total  up  for  the  gross  weight  prize,  so 
that  for  a  half  a  guinea  prize  the  angler  is  con- 
tented to  retain  the  "  scripers,"  as  I  have  heard 
them  called,  thus  depleting  the  river  and  spoiling 
all  chances  of  the  Thames  being  plentifully 
stocked  with  decent  sized  fish.  Fortunately,  the 
anglers  of  to-day  are  more  readily  recognising  the 
necessity  for  re-stocking  ;  but  the  cost  of  this 
work  is  expensive,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that, 
whilst  recognising  the  advantages  of  re-stocking, 
the  depletion  caused  by  gross  weight  prizes  will 
also  be  taken  note  of. 

One  can  now  fairly  well  judge  of  the  effect  of 
the  new  lock  and  weir  upon  the  fishing  at 
Richmond.  The  famous  swims  under  and  near 
the  Richmond  railway  arch  are  not  nearly  so 
productive  of  good  sport,  and  one  must  get  down 
to  Isleworth  if  they  wish  to  make  a  good  bag. 
This  is  a  great  pity,  as  when  fishing  at  Richmond 
the  scenery  always  had  a  peculiar  charm  for 
many,  and  was  looked  upon  as  quite  a  sylvan 
retreat.  At  Twickenham,  however,  the  effect  of 
the  lock  may  be  regarded  as  injurious  in  one  sense 
only.  The  water  is  held  back,  and  consequently 
the  fish  have  every  scope  for  breeding  pm-poses  ; 
whereas,  in  the  olden  days,  the  tide  would  at  times 
be  so  low  as  to  expose  and  destroy  the  spawn. 
But  last  year  the  great  difficulty  of  successful 
fishing  was  in  finding  the  fish.  In  a  pleasant 
chat  with  J.  Spong  last  week,  he  admitted  this 
difficulty,  and  said  it  was  probable  that  the 
action  of  the  water  caused  by  the  new  lock  had 
induced  the  fith  to  change  their  feeding  ground. 
He  believed  that  the  fish  were  still  plentiful  in 
the  reach,  and  looked  forward  to  better  sport  this 
year.  The  fly  fishing  in  the  shallows  just  below 
the  lock  has,  however,  not  been  so  good. 
Undoubtedly,  the  bast  place  for  all-round  sport  at 
Teddington  is  in  the  wur  pool  and  just  below  it. 

The  Kingston  reaches  have  been  fairly  well 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 


Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  First-class 
SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROD, 

18ft.,  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving  top  rings,  double  brazed, 
waterproof  fitted,  rubber  button,  &c.  ;  the  very  best  rod  that  can 
be  produced,  67s. ;  16ft.  rod,  same  as  above,  57s. 

SPECIAL  TROUT  ROD. 

lift.,  suitable  for  loch  or  river  in  two  pieces,  made  from  selected 
Greenheart,  besi  finish,  lockfast  joints,  waterproof  fitting3, 
cork  handle,  price  403;  sama  rod,  in  thre}  pieces,  403  ;  plainer 
finish,  28s.  .Reel  to  suit,  made  of  aluminium  alloy,  with 
Patent  adjustable  brake,  price  20S. 


9  ^~-m~>m>~>~*~i$ 

Fishing  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle. 

MALLOCH'S 
PATENT   CASTING  REEL 


(NEW  PATTERN). 


TRADE  MARK  (Kegd.). 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTIN3  REEL 

•  Suitable  for  minnow,  prawn,  and  all  kinds  of  bait  fishing,  both  in  loch  and  river.  Anyone 
can  learn  to  cast  well  with  half  an  hour's  practice.  3jin  ,  price  21s.  ;  4in.  (the  most 
suitable  size  for  salmon),  price  28s  NEW  PATIERNT,  with  reversible  drum,  which 
takes  all  the  kinks  from  the  line,  price  34s.  Can  be  had  in  aluminium  alloy,  weight  of 
4in.,  13oz. ;  3iin.,  price  293.  6d. ;  4in.,  price  38s. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  INVISIBLE  SPINNER  ^  Natural  Bait,  u.  ea.  am  2l. 
MALLOCH'S  PATENT  SALMON  FLY  CASE. 

Amongst  the  advantages  of  this  new  case  over  the  old  parchment  books,  the  following  are 
a  few  : — The  flie3  do  not  get  crushed  and  spoiled  as  they  do  in  a  book.  The  case  being 
almost  air-tigh*;,  the  tinsel  remains  bright  a  much  longer  time.  The  colours  of  the  flies  do 
not  fade  so  soon.  All  the  flies  can  be  seen  in  a  few  seconds.  Every  fly  being  securely 
fixed,  they  cannot  get  lost  as  they  do  out  of  a  book,  each  fly  having  a  spring  for  itself. 
Made  in  several  sizes,  to  hold  2i  to  150  flies,  single  or  double.  Price  from  63.  to  183. 
Special  sizes  to  order.    Trout  size  to  hold  eyed  flies. 


LOCH 

Suitable  for 


FLIES. 

Sutherland. 


and  2s 


per  dozen. 


SA-TjIttON,  GRILSE,  SEA  TROUT,  LOCH,  and  RIVER  PLIES  in  great  variety,  and  sent  out  at  a  moment's  notice. 
HAVING-  PISHED  nearly  all  the  principal  rivers  and  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may  rAy  oa  being  supplied  with  tackle  of  the  most 

suitable  kind. 

Largest  maker  of  first-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  REELS  in  the  world.  Used  by  all  the  leading  anglers  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  HIGHEST  AWARDS  of  any  at  the  Great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  London,  1883.  GOLD  MEDAL 
for  general  collection  of  Rods  and  Tackle.  GOLD  MEDAL  and  First  Prize  for  Salmon  Flies.  GOLD  MEDAL  for  Salmon 
Reels.  GOLD  MEDAL  for  Trout  Reels.  HEGHEST  AWARDS  National  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Norwich,  1882. 
HIGHEST  AWARDS  Edinburgh,  1883. 

Testimonials  f/om  all  {>3rtS  Of  th?  world.    Ps'lCl  List  Free  tJ  any  address.    Begisterei  Telegraphic  Address-  "  MALL02H,  PERTH."  Telephone  Xo.r.l 


c.  & 

FAR-FAMED  FITTED  LINES,  READY  FOR  USE.  FOR  BASS,  POLLACK,  AND 
MACKEREL,  ORIGINAL  SPINNER. 

Inventors  of  the  Double  Twist,  Red,  Black,  and  Grey  Sand  Eels. 
Yachts  Fitted  with  Trawls,  Trammels,  and  evert  Requisite. 

WEST  OF  ENGLAND  FISHING  TACKLE  MANUFACTORY,  STONEHOUSE. 

BEANCE    62,  SOUTH-SIDE  STREET,  PLYMOUTH. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUES. 


THE 


LANGHAM  HOTEL, 

PORTLAND  PLACE  and  REGENT  STREET,  LONDON,  W. 

Situated  In  the  most  Fashionable,  Convenient,  and  Healthy  Locality,  near  the  Best  Shops,  .tc. 

Modern  Improvements.    Moderate  Tariff. 

Wedding  Receptions,  Regimental  and  Club  Dinners,  <Lc, 


Yachting  and  Fishing  on  the  Norfolk  Broads. 

Yachts  [from  2  to  30  tons  to  let.     Lists  Free- 
Fishing  Tackle  of  every  description. 

A.  J.  RUDD,  54,  London  Street,  NORWICH. 


H.  WHITTY, 

15,   BASNETT   STREET,   CHURCH  STREET, 
LIVERPOOL. 


RODS,  PLIES,  and  TACKLE  to  Suit  all  Wants. 

Also  SPECIALITIES  MADE  TO  ORDER 
And  every  information  as  to  Rivers  and  Lakes  of  England, 
Ireland,  Wales,  Scotland,  Norway,  &c. 

CATALOGUES  GRATIS. 


137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Factory-1,  2,  ii,  ROSEBERY  AVENUE.     Timber  Stores— MERLIN'S  PLACE. 


THE  IMPERIAL  GREENHEART,  OR  WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  RODS, 

Two  Tops,  Solid.  Cork  Handles,  Splint-end  Ferrules,  fitted  with  our  new  Spiral  Lock  Joints,  Snake  Rings,  splendidly 

finished,  perfect  action,  in  Division  Case,  complete  25 


THE  NEW  FLOATING  DOUBLE  TAPER  FLY  LINE. 

Dressed  under  the  air  pump.     The  most  perfect  line  made.    30yds.,  *7,  Q  ;  40yds., 
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replenished  with  roach,  but  the  barbel  fishing  has 
not  been  so  good,  especially  for  large  fish.  The 
latter  have  been  particularly  scarce,  but  having 
myself  seen  many  barbel  of  2^1b.  and  31b.  returned 
to  the  water  after  a  day's  fishing  by  the  patrons 
of  J.  Knight,  I  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  soon 
be  getting  these  fish  of  a  more  weighty  character. 
At  Thames  Ditton  the  best  swims  for  large  fish 
are  nearly  out  in  mid- stream,  and  the  anglers  who 
fish  these  are  considerably  hampered  (especially  on 
Sundays)  by  the  constant  passing  of  launches,  and 
the  daily  appearance  of  the  Cardinal  Wolseley  and 
Queen  Elizabeth.  The  latter  boats  are  so  large, 
that  they  must  necessarily  keep  well  in  mid- 
stream, and  but  for  the  great  experience  of  their 
captains  many  accidents  would  be  likely  to  occur. 
In  fact,  Josh  Wilkes  last  year  had  one  punt  pole 
knocked  down  by  one  of  these  boats,  and  the  punt 
itself  was  nearly  upset.  Between  the  bridge  and 
Moulsey  Weir  is  the  best  summer  place  to  fish  at 
Hampton  Court.  Above  the  locks  are  the  grand 
deeps  of  Hampton,  and  at  Sunbury  the  noted 
"  race  "  always  yields  some  good  fish. 

Walton  seems  not  to  have  been  so  much  fished 
lately,  except  for  jack,  a  preference  being  given 
to  the  lovely  swims  at  Halliford  and  Shepperton. 
In  the  Chertsey  Reach,  Lotan  Hacket  accounted 
for  a  good  many  fish,  and  will  probably  do  so 
again  this  year.  Around  Penton  Hook  sport  has 
not  been  of  a  first  class  character,  but  barbel  are 
still  taken  in  the  Tumbling  Bay,  just  below  the 
lock.  I  have  also  seen  a  good  many  fine  chub  in 
this  district,  but  to  get  the  large  ones  the  angler 
must  be  up  with  the  lark.  Above  Staines  foot- 
bridge to  Bell  weir,  and  in  the  Old  Windsor  weir 
stream  some  fine  takes  of  barbel  and  roach  should 
be  had  this  season,  also  at  Datchet,  where  the 
scientific  ground  baiters,  and  even  more  scientific 
anglers,  wend  their  way.  Barbel,  bream,  roach, 
and  chub  here  seem  fairly  plentiful,  but  we  must 
get  to  Windsor  before  any  good  pike  fishing  is  to 
be  obtained.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Bray.  At 
Maidenhead  the  sport  gets  more  general,  almost 
all  kinds  of  fish  may  be  taken  here,  and  as  it  is 
f urther  from  the  great  Metropolis  the  traffic  and 
the  anglers  become  less.  Henley  is  a  noted  place 
for  fishing,  especially  for  perch  and  pike.  Re  ad- 
ing,  too,  upholds  its  reputation,  and  from  here 
to  Pangbourne  and  Goring  the  roach  fishing 
improves  considerably. 

As  to  tackle,  for  all  branches  of  fishing  I 
recommend,  the  finest  tackle  to  be  used  when  the 
water  is  clear.  But  if  fine  tackle  is  used,  it  should 
be  of  the  best  quality,  and,  not  used  after  the  gut 
becomes  much  frayed  or  the  line  at  all  weak,  as 
both  are  likely  to  do  if  in  constant  use. 


A  GUIDE  TO  THE  NAVAL  REVIEW. 


All  who  wish  to  see  and  understand  the  Great 
Naval  Review,  on  June  26,  should  obtain  a  copy  of 
"  The  Navy  League  Guide  to  the  Naval  Review," 
edited  by  H.  W.  Wilson,  author  of  "  Ironclads  in 
Action."  Price  6d.  Published  by  the  Navy 
League,  13,  Victoria-street,  London,  S.W.  It  is 
fully  illustrated,  contains  original  articles  by 
leading  naval  authorities,  and  a  plan  of  the 
Review. 


THE  "QUICK-SURE"  LANDING  NET. 


Some  short  time  ago  Messrs.  W.  T.  Hancock 
and  Co.,  of  4,  Pall  Mall-place,  and  308,  High 
Holbom,  placed  upon  the  market  an  automatic 
collapsible  landing-net,  which  they  termed  the 
"  Quick-Sure."  It  has  already  been  fully  noticed 
and  favourably  reported  upon  in  this  paper.  We 
said  it  was  "  light,  strong,  secure,  and  '  quick- 
sure  '  in  action."  The  illustrations  show  it "  open  " 
and  "  closed."  It  is  easily  carried  by  suspending 
it  from  the  creel  strap,  so  that  it  is,  like  Grant's 
Morella  Cherry  Brandy,  always  "  handy."  Many 
good  fish  have  been  lost  for  the  want  of  the  net, 
which,  when  both  hands  have  been  required  to 
"  play  "  a  fish,  has  been  left  upon  the  grass  some 
distance  from  the  place  at  which  it  was  required. 
Although'  the  net,  when  first  introduced, 
appeared  to  be  almost  perfect,  Messrs.  Hancock, 
being  practical  fishermen,  have  still  further 
improved  upon  the  old  pattern,  the  result  being 
a  more  durable,  yet,  withal,  a  light  and  handy 
net, 


The  alterations  and  improvements  consist  of : 
"  Brass  tips  to  the  top  of  arms  to  prevent  net 
shifting ; 

"  Laced  at  sides  to  prevent  net  working  up 
too  high ; 

"  Safety  pins  fitted  to  screws  of  joint  arms 
to  prevent  screws  working  loose  and 
throwing  out  of  gear." 
The  joints  are  made  by  skilled  optician  work- 
men, who  are  busily  engaged  to  meet  the  increased 
and  increasing  demand  from  all  parts,  and  to 
supply  the  whole  of  the  trade. 

The  net  is  brought  into  action  momentarily  by 
a  smart  jerk,  and  becomes  "lock-fast."  By 
simply  pressing  the  finger  upon  the  spring  shown 
in  the  enlarged  view  of  the  fitting,  the  net 
collapses,  and  may  be  returned  to  its  place  ready 


for  future  use.  The  price  is  25s.,  and  best  quality 
only. 

Unsolicited  testimonials  may  be  seen  at  Messrs. 
Hancock's  establishments,  and  the  following  is  an 
extract  from  one : 

Having  now  tried  your  "  Quick- Sure  "  in  every  con- 
ceivable manner,  !  cannot  find  a  fault  in  its  construction, 
it  is  most  perfect  in  use  and  best  made  article  I  have  seen. 
Light,  strong,  and  quick-sure  in  action.  I  ordered  the 
Landing  Net  from  advertisement. — "No  more  faulty 
landing  nets."  I  am  now  well  convinced  the  mechanism 
works  beautifully,  and  is  cleverly  put  together,  quite  an 
ingenious  fitting,  and  conclude  that  such  could  only  be 
made  by  a  practical  gunmaker.  You  may  rely  upon 
my  recommendations,  and  make  use  of  this  letter.  — 
G.  M.  K.  L. 


DAPPING  FOR  DACE. 


It  is  not  with  any  egotistical  idea  of  intro- 
ducing to  the  numerous  readers  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette  a  new  departure  in  the  exercise  of  our 
dearly  loved  sport  that  this  article  is  penned. 
Rather  is  it  written  with  trembling  hand,  and 
mind  filled  to  overflowing  with  the  wisdom  of  the 
old  saying,  f  Fools  rush  in  where  angels  fear  to 
tread."  But  the  fact  remains  that  for  fourteen 
years  I  have  been  a  constant  reader  of  the  F.  G., 
and  during  that  period  of  time  I  have  never  seen 
a  contribution  in  its  columns  dealing  with  what,  I 
may  be  pardoned  for  saying,  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  most  skilful,  most  exciting,  and  most  de- 


lightful branch  of  angling  for  coarse  fish.  I 
allude  to  dapping  for  dace  with  a  blow  line  and 
natural  fly.  Px-ay,  do  not  mistake  me !  I  do  not 
mean  pottering  about  with  a  short  rod  and  shorter 
line,  bobbing  Blue-bottles  on  the  bosom  of  the 
stream.  Certainly  not !  I  mean  standing  up  to 
your  work  like  a  true  follower  of  the  gentle  craft, 
and  killing  your  quarry  at  20yds.  or  more  distance 
with  absolutely  the  lightest  and  finest  tackle  it  is 
within  the  power  of  mortal  man  to  manipulate. 

I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  maximum  amount 
of  pleasure  in  angling  is  arrived  at  when  the 
angler  handicaps  himself  severely,  and  favours 
his  quarry  in  proportion,  by  the  use  of  the  very 
finest  tackle.  Good  sport  does  not  necessarily 
mean  heavy  bags  or  baskets.  There  is  more 
genuine  sport  in  the  repeated  plunges  of  a  lib. 
trout  at  the  end  of  a  fine  drawn  cast  with  only  a 

000  hook  in  his  mouth  than  there  is  in  filling  a 
break-van  with  pounder  trouts  killed  by  means  of 
a  stout  gut  cast  and  a  big  worm  hook — what  say 
you  ?  Or,  take  the  case  of  a  6oz.  dace,  ruthlessly 
hauled  from  the  tidal  Thames  and  thrown  into 
the  well  of  the  punt  without  a  thought,  to  become 
food  for  pike,  or  to  be  weighed-in  at  some  club  for 
a  copper  kettle,  a  sack  of  coals,  or  a  set  of  mugs. 
Given  that  same  fish  at  the  end  of  the  tackle  I 
am  about  to  describe,  and  when  the  prey  lies 
panting  before  the  patient  piscator,  the  latter  has 
good  reason  to  respect  the  power  of  the  powerful 
tail  and  fins  that  have  fought  so  gallantly  for 
dear  life,  and  now  lie  quivering  before  him.  He 
gazes  upon  the  conquered  fish  with  a  feeling  akin 
to  admiration,  and,  involuntarily  glancing  at  the 
gossamer  tackle  which  has  proved  so  true  to  him, 
thanks  his  lucky  stars  that  that  6oz.  dace  is  safely 
to  hand  at  last.    Isn't  that  sport  ? 

The  suitable  tackle  for  dapping  for  dace— 
probably  "  blow-line  fishing  for  dace  "  would  be 
the  more  appropriate  headline  for  this  article — 
consists  of :  Firstly,  an  extremely  light  rod,  not 
less  than  14ft.  in  length,  nor  more  that  16ft., 
made  from  either  very,  very  light  bamboo  cane,  or, 
preferably,  from  reeds  (the  name  of  which  I  do 
not  know,  but  any  rod  maker  can  tell  you) ;  it 
should  be  stiffish,  but  not  absolutely  without 
action,  and  an  important  point  in  its  construction  is 
that  the  top  joint,  or  at  least  2ft.  of  it,  should  be 
extremely  pliable,  this  to  help  guard  against  any 
possibility  of  a  snatch  when  hooking  or  playing  a 
fish.  It  should  be  rung  pretty  closely,  so  that 
the  distance  between  the  rings  does  not  permit  of 
the  light  line  "  swagging  "  or  blowing  round  the 
rod.  Upright  rings  are  absolutely  necessary,  and 
perhaps  the  best  are  those  known  as  snake  rings. 
Secondly,  the  winch :  This  should  also  be  very 
light,  narrow,  and  not  less  than  4in.  in  diameter,  and 
the  barrel  should  be  padded  out  (I  did  my  old 
winch  with  thick  felt)  to  3in.  in  diameter.  There 
are  two  principal  reasons  for  having  the  winch 
and  the  barrel  of  it  large  in  diameter,  because  one 
gets  increased  rate  of  recovery  on  the  line,  and 
because  if  the  line  be  winched  on  a  small  diameter 
barrel  it  is  so  fine  that  the  portion  of  it  in  use 
will  cut  its  way  into  the  bulk  of  the  line  wound 
on  the  winch,  and  so  become  hopelessly  entangled. 
For  several  years  I  have  used  a  featherweight 
Nottingham  winch,  but  there  has  been  recently 
placed  upon  the  market  the  beau  ideal  of  a  winch 
for  blow-line  fishing  for  dace,  and  I  am  now 
possessed  of  one.    This  is  the  "  Coxon  Ariel." 

1  have  no  object  in  advertising  this  winch' 
other  than  that  it  is  the  very  article  for  the 
work.  Thirdly,  the  lightest  undressed  silk  line 
obtainable :  Years  ago  I  used  to  use  cotton  (I 
do  not  mean  in  the  bent  pin  days),  and  renew 
it  very  frequently,  but  the  very  best  cotton  is 
"  not  in  it "  with  silk.  The  great  difficulty  is  to 
get  the  silk  fine  enough,  the  very  finest  of  the 
ordinary  fishing  lines  being  far  too  heavy.  This 
was  a  puzzler  for  me,  until  one  day,  in  course  of 
conversation  with  a  friend  of  mine,  who  is  con- 
nected with  a  firm  that  makes  elastic  stockings 
(or  the  material  for  them,  or  something  or  other), 
and  when  I  explained  what  I  wanted,  he  promised 
to  send  me  a  supply  of  "  the  very  thing,"  and  he 
kept  his  promise.  I  should  think  that  such  a  man 
as  Theaker,  of  Nottingham,  could  supply  this  very 
fine  silk  line.  I  should  describe  it  as  a  single 
strand,  from  which  the  finest  twisted  silk  lines  are 
made  up.  I  winch  about  100yds.  of  this  floss 
silk  on  my  "  Ariel,"  not  because  that  length 
is  ever  required  to  be  fully  extended,  or  nearly 
so,  but  because,  be  as  careful  aB  one  may, 
a  tangle  will  occur  occasionally,  and  when  it 
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does,  the  only  tiling  to  be  done  is  to  break  off  the 
line  above  it ;  ten  thousand  Gordian  knots  are 
not  to  be  compared  with  a  tangle  in  a  fine 
blow-line  of  the  description  I  recommend. 
Fourthly,  the  hook :  This  I  prefer  to  be  of  the 
sneck  bend,  as  I  find  that  the  slight  side  bend 
enables  one  to  hook  a  fish  more  surely  ;  it  must  be 
of  a  small  size,  but  not  the  smallest,  and  it  should 
be  bound  to  the  finest  drawn  gut  procurable.  A 
single  strand  of  gut  is  sufficient.  I  never  use  a 
gut  cast  for  this  game,  simply  because  no  matter 
how  fine  it  may  be,  it  is  heavy  and  stiff  compared 
with  the  floss  silk  line. 

Bait :  Dace    will  rise    at    almost  anythinc 
properly  presented  to  them  at  the  end  of  a  blow" 
line ;  but,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  very  best  bait  is  the 
common  house  fly,  and  as  this  style  of  fishing  is 
in  full  swing  when  these  baits  are  easily  obtain 
able,  I  seldom  use  any  other.   If  you  use  dead 
flies,  be  sure  that  they  are  nice  and  fresh.  Dace 
will  not  rise  so  freely  to  a  dried  up  fly  as  they  will 
to  a  nice,  fresh,  juicy  one.   Moreover,  if  you  use 
dried  flies,  you  will  frequently  have  a  difficulty  in 
drawing  the  hook  into  a  hold  in  the  mouth  of  the 
fish,  as  the  point  will  not  easily  penetrate  the 
harsh  skin.    In  addition  to  these  disadvantages 
the  wings  of  a  dried  fly  are  very  brittle,  and 
are  easily,  detached  from  the  body,  and  your 
lure  is  thus  robbed  of  its  principal  attraction 
I  prefer  to  fish  with  live  flies,  and,  at  the  risk 
of  being  prosecuted  by  the   society  for  the 
prevention  of  cruelty  to  insects  (I  suppose  there 
exists  such  a  society;  funny  thing  if  there 
does  not),  I  will  explain  "  how  it's  done."  First 
catch  your  flies.    For  this  purpose  I  have  found 
nothing  answer  better  than  one  of  the  ordinary 
glass  fly  catchers  (or  fly  traps).    Place  it  over 
some  Demerara  sugar  in  a  place  where  there  are 
flies;  instead  of  partially  filling  the  liquid  re- 
ceptacle with  stale  beer  or  any  other  preparation 
that  stupifies  the  flies,  put  in  plain  water  (this  to 
prevent  the  flies  escaping  the  way  they  came  in). 
Remove  the  stopper  from  the  top  of  the  trap  and 
put  in  its  place  the  bait  box,  which  should  be  made 
after  the  following  pattern:   A  box  about  4in 
square,  one  side  of  glass,  the  opposite  side  of 
finest  wire  gauze,  the  other  two  sides  and  the  top 
and  the  bottom  of  thin  wood.    In  the  bottom  cut 
a  hole  of  such  a  size  that  it  just  fits  over  the  top 
of  the  fly  trap.    In  the  top  cut  a  smaller  hole, 
fin.  in  diameter.  These  holes  can  be  covered  by  a 
pear-shaped  piece  of  wood  being  fastened  over 
them  by  means  of  one  small  screw  inserted  at 
the  small  end  (or  "strig"  end)  of  the  pear 
shaped  piece.    When  the  holes  are  required  to  be 
uncovered,  one  has  simply  to  push  the  pear- 
shaped  piece  a-one  side,  and  there  you  are. 
Close  the  small  hole  on  top,  and  uncover  the  large 
bottom  hole;  now  place  the  bait  box  over  the 
nozzle  of  the  fly  trap  and  await  events.  Very 
soon  a  large  number  of  flies  will  get  caught  in 
the  trap,  and  nearly  the  whole  of-  them  will  find 
their  way  into  the  bait  box  overhead.  When  there 
is  a  sufficient  number  of  flies  in  the  bait  box, 
remove  it  from  the  top  of  the  trap,  being  careful 
to  push  the  cover  over  the  hole.  It  is  best  to  have 
two  bait  boxes ;  then  one  is  getting  supplied  with 
flies  while  you  are  using  the  other  "a-fishing." 
It  is  obvious  that  the  small  hole  on  top  is  to  let 
out  one  fly  at  a  time  as  you  may  want  them. 
Through  the  wire  gauze  air  is  admitted,  and  the 
light  goes  right  through,  as  "the  window"  is  at 
the  opposite  side.    This  arrangement  keeps  the 
flies  busy  "  a-buzzing,"  and  one  is  always  ready  to 
make  its  escape  when  wanted.    The  bait  box 
should  be  kept  in  the  light  by  tbe  side  of  the 
angler,  and  not  in  one's  pocket,  basket,  bag,  or 
box. 

Baiting  the  hook  :  Handle  your  baits  as  though 
you  loved  them,  and  very  carefully  insert  the 
point  of  the  hook  in  the  back  of  the  bait  just 
behind  the  wings. 

Position  from  which  to  fish :  Taking  every  thing 
into  consideration,  blow-line  fishing  for  dace  is 
best  pursued  from  a  boat;  but  almost  any  point 
of  vantage  may  be  seized  upon  by  the  angler— 
from  the  bank,  from  a  rock,  or  from  any  little 
headland.  It  is  necessary  that  the  wind  should 
be  blowing  from  the  angler,  but  it  is  wonderful 
how  a  very  light  wind  will  do  the  trick  ;  indeed, 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  manipulate  the  floss- 
line  in  a  strong  wind. 

Method  of  fishing:  Arrived  at  the  spot  you 
intend  to  fish,  put  your  tackle  together,  and  make 
sure  that  your  running  line  is  evenly  wound  oa 


the  winch.  Run  the  line  through  the  rod  rings, 
and  fasten  on  the  hook.  Now  draw  as  much  line 
oft'  the  winch  as  will  float  easily  in  the  air,  while 
you  hold  the  hook  in  the  left  hand.  Now  place 
your  rod  down,  but  always  in  an  upright  position 
(or  nearly  so),  and  bait  your  hook.  Take  up  the 
rod  again  in  the  right  hand,  and  hold  it  perfectly 
upright.  Release  the  baited  hook  from  the  left 
hand,  and  allow  the  line  to  be  wafted  out  from 
you.  If  you  have  sufficient  line  already  extended 
to  enable  you  to  reach  your  fish,  rest  satisfied ; 
but  if  you  have  not,  then  proceed  to  work  out 
more  line  in  the  following  manner:  Drop  the 
point  of  your  rod  until  the  extended  line  floats  on 
the  surface  of  the  water.  With  your  left  hand, 
very  carefully  draw  more  line  from  the  winch, 
and  "feed"  this  through  the  rings  the  while 
you  gently  move  your  rod  sideways  towards  the 
right.  The  slight  "  pull "  on  the  water  of  the 
extended  line  will  be  found  sufficients  to  draw 
more  line  through  the  rings.  Once  again 
bring  your  rod  to  a  perfectly  upright  position, 
and,  if  this  be  properly  done,  your  line  should 
leave  the  surface  of  the  water  and  float  in  the 
air. 

If  you  require  more  line,  repeat  the  process.  I  may 
well  remark  here  that  the  golden  rule  in  this  style 
of  fishing  is  "  go  slow  " ;  every  action  should  be 
done  methodically,  carefully,  and  slowly;  the 
slightest  haste,  or  want  of  calmness,  will 'spoil  all, 
and  very  probably  entangle  your  line.  Too  much 
care  cannot  be  taken  to  guard  against  any  loose 
line  hanging  about  the  rod  or  between  the  bottom 
ring  and  the  winch.  When  recovering  your  line 
(playing  a  fish  or  from  any  other  purpose) 
always  wind  it  direct  upon  the  winch ;  if 
you  do  not  attend  to  this  a  tangle  is  abso- 
lutely certain  to  occur  sooner  or  later.  Before 
letting  your  fly  alight  on  the  water,  let  your 
line  dry  in  the  air;  this  it  will  very  soon  do. 
Keep  your  rod  and  line  dry  or  you  will  never  get 
the  latter  to  work  through  the  lings  of  the  former. 
Blow-line  fishing  for  dace  cannot  be  pursued  in 
wet  weather.  It  may  be  thought  by  some  that 
these  very  minute  instructions  are  superfluous, 
but  I  can  assure  you  they  are  not ;  therein  lies 
the  whole  secret  of  success.  Granted  that  your 
tackle  is  clear  and  trim,  so  sure  as  your  bait 
alights  on  the  water  where  fish  are,  so  sure  are 
you  of  getting  a  rise. 

With  the  necessary  length  of  line  extended, 
your  rod  is  in  an  upright  position.  Now  gently 
lower  it,  but  only  sufficiently  to  permit  of  the  fly 
reaching  the  surface  of  the  water  and  "  dancing" 
upon  it.  Should  the  fish  rise  at  your  bait  and 
miss  it,  lower  the  rod  top  a  wee  bit  more,  and  so 
permit  the  fly  to  rest  upon  the  water  for  a  slightly 
longer  period  of  time.  It  is  important  that,  so 
far  as  is  possible,  the  fly  and  only  a  very  short 
length  of  fine  should  reach  the  water.  Presently 
a  dace  has  your  bait,  and  there  is  no  mistaking 
the  decided  manner  in  which  a  dace  takes  a  live 
fly  presented  on  such  tackle.    Don't  strike  ! 

Ten  times  out  of  a  dozen  the  fish  will  hook 
itself;  the  other  times  it  is  sufficient  to  raise  the 
rod  and  draw  home  the  hook.  The  action  which 
I  term  "  draw  "  (so  that  even  by  a  word  I  shall 
not  suggest  a  "strike")  must  be  of  a  decided 
character,  but  not  partake  in  the  slightest 
degree  of  a  snatch  or  quick  pull.  While  playing 
your  fish,  keep  the  rod  well  up,  and  under  no 
circumstances  hurry  your  quarry.  At  the  risk  of 
being  pointed  out  by  the  scoffer  at  any  other  sport 
other  than  that  of  the  king  of  the  river,  the 
"  spotted  beauty  "  of  the  brook,  or  the  mighty 
I/uce,  I  venture  to  advise  the  dapper  for  dace  to 
have  a  landing  net  with  him.  So  delicate  is  the 
tackle  used  that  a  net  is  an  advantage,  if  not  a 
necessity,  with  fish  of,  or  ovei',  6oz.  in  weight. 

Blowline. 


The  Brussels  Exhibition— Messrs.  Allcock 
and  Co.,  the  famous  fishing  tackle  manufacturers 
of  the  Standard  Works,  Redditch,  have  just  put 
the  finishing  touches  to  their  magnificent  exhibit 
in  the  British  Section,  which  will  simply  delight 
the  heart  of  any  disciple  of  Izaak  Walton. 
Here  are  exhibited  every  possible  modern  fishing 
requisite.  At  his  last  visit  to  the  British  Section, 
King  Leopold  spent  a  considerable  time  at 
Messrs.  Allcock's  stand,  and  took  great  interest 
in  their  various  exhibits. — Belgian  Times  and 
News. 


A  DAY'S  POLLACK  FISHING  AT 
LAND'S  END. 


As  many  of  your  readers  are  fond  of  sea  fishing, 
it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  them  if  I  give  a 
short  account  of  pollack  fishing  off  the  Land's 
End,  which  I  have  often  enjoyed.  We  had  just 
been  out  with  the  crabbing  boats,  and  had  helped 
in  hauling  up  the  two  strings  of  lobster  pots 
belonging  to  the  boat,  and  on  taking  farewell  of 
the  skipper  (a  splendid  specimen  of  a  Cornish 
fisherman,  tall,  broad  and  sinewy,  well  bronzed, 
and  with  clear  blue  eyes  and  crisp,  curly  light 
hair)  he  suggested  that  we  should  come  out 
to-morrow  again  and  take  the  pollack  bank  on  the 
way  back.  It  was  not  our  first  visit,  and  we  had 
a  most  pleasant  recollection  of  our  last  haul  there. 
So  we  agreed,  and  with  parting  thanks  to  our 
skipper,  whose  honest,  smiling  face  could  not  be 
met  with  refusal,  even  if  our  inclinations  had  not 
dictated  our  accepting,  we  arranged  to  come  down 
on  the  morrow,  and  "  go  for"  the  pollack. 

Next  day  we  were  on  the  beach  in  good  time. 
The  crew  of  four  were  just  hauling  the  small  boat 
down  the  way,  and  out  into  the  water.   We  got 
in,  and  were  pulled  out  to  the  big  fishing  boat, 
which  is  a  good  sized  one,  as  it  has  to  stand  very 
heavy  weather  there,  and  to  carry,  besides  the 
crew  of  four,  and,  perhaps,  two  or  three  others 
(visitors),  twenty-five  or  twenty-six  of  the  large 
crab    pots.    -Well,   the  crew    were    all  good 
tempered,  and  had  a  jolly  welcome  for  us,  and  the 
weather  was  just  exactly  what  we  should  have 
wished.    Sunny  and  warm,  with  the  sky  here  and 
there  dotted  with  beautiful  fleecy  clouds  sailing 
gently  along,  with  constantly  varying  shapes ;  and 
the  wind,  or  rather  breeze,  just  sufficient  to  cool 
the  summer  heat,  and  to  break  up  the  surface  of 
the  water  into  endless  ripples,  some  tipped  with 
creamy  foam.    It  was  a  busy  scene  for  so  sweetly 
retired  a  place ;  the  fishermen  were  all  alert  (there 
are  about  eixty  or  seventy, there),  they  were  getting 
bait  and  tackle  ready  for  the  day's  hauling  of  the 
crab  pots,  and  were  one  by  one  gliding  out  into 
the  open  sea,  and  many  a  cheery  song  and  word  of 
welcome  to   a  well  known  visitor  cheered  us 
and  made  us  feel  that  there  are  warm  hearted 
friends  to  greet  you  year  after  year,  as  you  go  to 
rest  weary  brain  and  body  at  the  Land's  End.  But 
a  word  to  the  wise!    You  must  throw  off  all 
frigidity,  all  pride,  and  relax  all  stiffness  of 
manner,  and  be  open  and  honest  with  the  Cornish, 
man,  and  in  time,  I  don't  say  at  once,  you'll  find 
your  way  to  his  heart  (especially  if  you  are  a 
West  countryman,  with,  at  all  events,  a  touch  of 
Cornish  blood  in  your  veins).  And  it  is  a  good  big 
heart,  capable  of  a  great  deal  of  pure,  warm  f eelinw, 
and  of  a  kindliness  which  would  do  credit  to  many 
boasting  of  much  more  refinement  and  sentiment 
than  the  Cornish  fisherman  is  often  given  oredit 
for. 

The  anchor  is  weighed,  and  we  are  off  with  jib 
and  lug  sail  set,  and  dancing  gaily  over  the  waves 
as  it  seems,  surrounded  on  all  sides  and  above  with 
gulls  and  other  gay  and  dapper  birds,  flying, 
floating,  swimming,  diving,  and  screaming  in  all 
directions.  We  throw  out  some  pieces  of  fish,  and 
the  birds  fly  overhead  and  continually  splash  down 
into  the  water  close  to  the  boat,  hurrying  off  with 
a  big  bit  of  fish,  chased  by  others  screaming  and 
struggling  for  the  prize.  We  are  sailing  out  of 
Sennen  Cove,  and  soon  near  the  horrible  Shark's 
Fin,  a  sharp  edged  rock  which  at  certain  tides  is 
above  water,  and  looks  exactly  what  its  name 
implies.  Woe  be  to  the  craft  that  runs  foul  of  it. 
On  we  go  in  the  direction  of  the  Longship  Light- 
house — the  pollack  rocks  are  close  to  it.  On  the 
way  we  put  the  finishing  touches  to  our  tackle, 
big  cod  lines,  sinkers  of  lead  about  Jib.  in  weight, 
with  gimp  or  wire  on  the  big  hook,  for  pollack 
fishing  is  not  the  gentle  fishing  that  one  gets  in  the 
Southampton  Water,  or  even  in  the  Channel. 
These  Land's  End  fish  come  in  from  the  pure 
Atlantic,  and  the  great  green  rollers  that  break  on 
the  coast  or  beach  are  different  from  the  ordinary 
channel  waves,  in  size  and  power  and  otherwise. 
Now  the  bait  must  be  got  ready,  for  the  rocks  are 
nearing.  On  the  big  hook  is  a  large  indiarubber 
imitation  of  a  sprat  or  sand  eel,  to  this  I  added 
white  duck's  feather,  winding  round  it  with 
bright  copper  wire  a  small  bit  of  red  woreted  or 
oloth.  "Now,  sir,  please  out  with  it;  we're  just 
on  the  bank,"  so  down  go  two  lines,  the  heavy 
lead   carrying   them   down   quickly.  Almost 
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directly  (for  we  are  cutting  through  an  enormous 
bank  of  pollack),  a  heavy  thud  at  the  end  of  the 
line  tells  that  we  have  a  fish.  "  Haul  him  up,  sir, 
quick,  we  must  have  a  lot  to-day — want  bait  for  the 
crab  pots."    So  we  haul  him  up. 

It  is  not  so  easy.  Add  to  the  weight  of  a  heavy 
line  and  weight,  a  201b.  pollack  and  the  added 
weight  or  strain  of  the  boats  sailing  at  a  good 
rate,  and  you  will  understand  when  I  say  that  it  is 
"  like  pulling  in  a  little  donkey,"  as  a  friend  put 
it  once ;  but  up  the  big  fish  comes  steadily,  giving 
one  last  plunge  as  he  comes  up  to  the  boat's  side, 
where  he  is  gaffed  and  landed  in  the  boat.  It  is 
a  20-pounder.  Meanwhile  another  is  being  hauled 
in  on  the  other  line,  and  on  the  occasion  I  have  in 
my  mind  we  got  about  forty  fish,  varying  from 
151b.  to  201b.  each.  This  is  not  at  all  an  abnormal 
catch.  But  there  is  our  fish.  What  a  splendid 
fellow,  with  the  silver  belly  and  greyish  sides 
blending  into  exquisite  green  !  Now  we  tack  to 
get  on  the  bank  again,  and  directly  we  are  on  it 
again,  we  catch  again,  and  so  on  until  we  have  a 
good  boatload ;  and  a  splendid  dish  one  makes, 
cooked  well.  Now,  what  will  become  of  the  fish  ? 
Well,  I  take  one,  and  the  rest  are  simply  cut  up  to 
bait  the  crab  pots.  Think  of  it!  Now  the 
pollacking  is  over,  and  with  a  cheery  song  we  are 
off  to  the  crab  pots,  which  lie  out  in  two  "  strings," 
some  miles  out.  '  H.  S.  Pope. 


AN  OLD  NOTTINGHAM  ANGLER'S 
RETROSPECT. 


I  met  him  in  friend  Bestow's  house,  "The 
Wellington,"  at  Nottingham.  I  was  down  from 
London,  bent  upon  business  connected  with  a 
famous  tobacco  firm,  which  has  made  for  itself  a 
world-wide  renown.  1  had  told  a  porter  of  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  to  carry  my  little  bag 
to  the  "  Wellington,"  and  had  gone  on  ahead  and 
seated  myself  in  one  of  those  cosy  diamond 
bottomed  chairs  which  friend  Sam  has  the  good 
sense  to  provide  his  customers  with.  Why  on 
earth  we  are  generally  compelled  to  sit  with  a 
hard  rim  cutting  our  hams,  when  these  convenient 
diagonal  bottoms  are  to  be  had  is,  as  the  immortal 
Dick  Swiveller  would  say,  "  a  staggerer." 

Sam  was  out ;  it  was  not  market  day,  and  there 
was  no  race  meeting  on;  therefore  I  was  not 
surprised,  at  that  early  hour  to  find  the  cosy 
rendezmms  ot  "dear  old  pals "  occupied  by  one 
other  customer  only.  He  was  a  queer  old  card, 
was  that  other  customer.  I  had  hardly  settled 
into  the  chair  when  he  rose  from  his  seat  and, 
doffing  his  hat,  remarked  : 

"  Morning,  sir,  morning." 

"  Good  morning,"  I  returned  "  fine  morning 
this  to  change  a  fiver,  or  go-a-fishing." 

"  It's  exactly  the  sort  o'  morning  to  change  a 
fiver  and  go-a-fishing,  sir.  I  wish  to  goodness  I 
had  a  fiver  to  change ;  you'd  soon  see  me  off  to 
old  Jack's  for  some  baits,  and  away  on  the  dear 
old  Trent!" 

By  "  old  Jack's  "  I  presumed  he  meant  good  old 
Jack  Theaker,  and  upon  putting  the  question  I 
found  I  was  right. 

"  Dy'e  know  Jack,  sir  ?  " 

I  nodded  affirmatively. 

"Now,  dy'e  know  Jack  can.  fish;  There's  no 
more  shoddy  about  Jack  Theaker's  fishing,  than 
there  is  about  his  fishing  lines,  an'  ye  know  we 
lambs  swear  by  Jack's  lines." 

And  then  the  old  chap  went  on  to  eulogise  Mr. 
Theaker's  Nottingham  lines,  in  such  a  manner 
that  I  fear  the  editor  would  hand  his  remarks  to 
the  advertising  manager,  so  it  is  no  use  me  re- 
producing them  here — beside  we  all  know  Jack's 
tackle.  The  owner  of  the  greasy  bowler  concluded 
his  eulogism,  and  then  queried  ; 

"  Just  come  from  London,  sir  ?  " 

I  acknowledged  that  I  had,  with  a  somewhat 
sinking  heart,  for  I  realised  that  I  was  in  the 
presence  of  a  Nottingham  angler  of  the  old  school, 
and  it  goes  beyond  saying,  they  want  a  lot  of 
beating.  I  have  always  a  great  respect  for  a  bont'i 
fide  angler  of  the  old  Nottingham  school ;  I  have 
learned  many  a  wrinkle  while  listening  to  what 
has  fallen  from  the  lips  of  a  "  past  master  on  the 
Trent,"  still  more  useful  information  have  I 
gained  in  such  company  on  the  banks  of  that 
immortal  stream. 

As  I  have  remarked,  my  new  aquaintance  was  a 
queer  card.  As  he  stood  stolidly  gazing  at  me  with 
his  hand  resting  for  support  on  the  marble  top  of 


one  of  Sam's  little  round  tables,  he  developed  even 
more  queerness,  and  as  I  "  put  the  rule  over  him  " 
I  gathered  gradually  that — he  was  a  man  of 
medium  height — he  would  have  appeared  taller 
had  it  not  have  been  for  a  decided  stoop  and 
roundness  of  his  shoulders.  His  well  worn  frock 
coat  hung  upon  him  like  as  it  would  have  hung 
upon  a  coat  hook ;  his  breeches  were  baggy  at  the 
knees  and  discovered  a  worn  fringe  at  the  bottoms  j 
he  wore  spats  and  square-toed  boots,  both  of  the 
latter  being  exceedingly  clean,  he  had  on  a  waist- 
coat of  mole-skins  and  this  garment  betrayed  the 
frequent  dropping  of  superfluous  snuff.  He  wore  a 
collar  of  Gladstonian  size  and  pattern,  and  a 
Lancashire  scarf;  his  grey  beard  and  whiskers 
met  in  a  point  at  least  eighteen  inches  below  his 
chin,  and  his  moustache — also  grey — hung  over 
and  entirely  concealed  his  mouth.  Such  locks  of 
silvery  hair  as  he  had  were  exposed  as  he  lifted 
his  greasy  bowler  hat — they  were  scanty,  indeed  he 
was  nearly  bald ;  but  the  same  action  that  exposed 
his  baldness  discovered  a  broad  and  high  forehead 
of  undoubted  intellectuality.  To  sum  up— and 
perhaps  this  was  his  most  attractive  feature — he 
had  prominent  brows,  thickly  covered  with  long 
iron-grey  hairs,  which  lowered  over  a  pair  of  keen, 
penetrating  steel-blue  eyes. 

With  my  acknowledgement  that  I  hailed  from 
the  Metropolis,  further  confession  was  rendered 
unnecessary  by  the  advent  of  Sam  Bestow's  two 
robust  young  daughters  (I  wonder  if  the  youngest 
of  the  two  remembers  telling  me  which  was  Mr. 
Shrewsbury  in  that  photo  of  a  group  of  Notting- 
ham cricketers  which  used  to  hang  in  the  entrance 
to  the  hotel  right  opposite  the  commercial  room), 
and  their  approach  was  followed  by  the  arrival  of 
Mrs.  Sam  Bestow,  whose  smiling,  good-humoured 
face  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  gaze  upon.  By  the 
reception  I  received,  he  of  the  greasy  bowler  at 
once  gathered  that  I  was  not  quite  a  stranger  at 
"  The  Wellington  "  ;  and  when  the  order  for  some 
of  Sam's  special  Scotch  had  been  executed  by  one 
of  Sam's  specially  neat  and  attractive  waiting 
maids,  and  Mrs.  Bestow  and  her  daughters  had 
departed,  he  turned  to  me  and  remarked  : 

"Here's  to  your  health,  sir.  Then  you  know 
Nottingham  ?  " 

Before  I  had  time  to  reply,  in  burst  the 
Sandownian  form  of  Harry  Spray  (the  honorary 
secretary  of  the  Nottingham  Wellington  Angling 
Association),  and  he  was  more  sedately  followed 
by  the  truly  characteristic  "Isaak"  Walton,  of 
Nottingham— Sam  Podgson.  Of  course  our 
tongues  wagged  at  a  terrific  rate  then,  and  I  was 
pleased  to  find  that  the  owner  of  the  hat  was  well 
known.  But  business  called  us  all,  and,  as  I  rose 
to  go,  the  old  angler  came  over  to  me,  and  quietly 
said : 

"  You  take  an  interest  in  angling  and  in  anglers 
— Nottingham  anglers  especially — I  can  plainly 
see,  sir.  Well,  if  you'll  be  in  here  to-night,  I'll 
lend  you  something  to  read  that  I  am  sure  will 
please  you.  I  treasure  it,  sir,  I  treasure  it,  but 
I'll  lend  it  to  a  friend  of  Mr.  Spray's  and  Mr. 
Podgson's." 

I  thanked  him  in  anticipation,  and  went  on  my 
way.  That  same  evening,  after  the  toil  of 
the  day,  I  was  resting  in  a  corner  of  the 
cosy  room,  and  being  highly  entertained,  !  well 
remember,  by  some  quaint  yarns  and  sayings  of 
the  late  Queen's  jester,  when  he  of  the  hat  turned 
up.  He  gazed  around  for  a  bit ;  he  could  hardly 
find  me,  for  I  was  mostly  hidden  beneath  a  num- 
ber of  sporting  and  other  coats,  which  hung  on 
hooks  immediately  over  my  head  in  the  nook  in 
which  I  was  ensconsed.  But  presently  he  saw 
me,  and  came  over.  Very  carefully  he  produced 
from  the  inner  breast  pocket  of  that  never-to-be- 
forgotten  frock  coat  an  old  letter  case,  from  a 
torn  and  dilapidated  pocket  of  which  he  abstracted 
with  all  solemnity  an  old  newspaper  cutting. 
This  he  quietly  handed  to  me,  with  the  simple 
remark : 

"  Read  it,  sir,  read  it,  and  afterwards  tell  me 
your  opinion  of  what  Nottingham  angling  and 
Nottingham  anglers  used  to  be  " 

Refusing  the  drink  I  offered  him, he  straightened 
his  form  as  well  as  he  could,  raised  his  greasy 
bowler,  and  departed  as  quietly  as  lie  came. 

For  some  time  after  I  sat  beneath  the  coats.  I 
sat  there  till  "  time "  was  called,  and  I  sat  there 
for  some  time  after.  Then  I  went  to  bed,  and  I 
picked  out  the  longest  candle  left  of  those 
placed  on  a  side-tahle  on  the  landing  for  the 
use  of  visitors  staying  in  the  hotel.   I  needed  that 


long  candle  to  see  to  read  that  newspaper 
cutting. 

This  is  what  1  read  from  that  newspaper  cutting 
the  while  the  candle-light  flickered  round  the  old- 
fashioned  four-poster,  which  was  my  resting  place 
that  night : 

Does  the  angler  live  who  requires  to  be  told  that 
Nottingham  is  the  capital  of  coarse  fishing  ?  Even 
on  the  Thames— the  father  of  English  rivers- 
minds  are  not  so  keen,  hands  are  not  so  quick  at 
responding  to  the  slightest  knock  of  a  barbel, 
chub,  or  roach.  Come  with  me  down  the 
Trent  one  of  these  fine  Saturdays,  and  let  us 
notice  the  Nottingham  fisher  on  the  war  path, 
with  his  grains,  pith,  and  lobworms.  There  are 
many  favourite  spots  below  the  town,  but  follow 
me  to  Bleasby  Gate  House,  some  nine  or  ten 
miles  out,  from  whence  we  will  wend  our  way 
to  the  hostelry  at  Hazleford.  I  remember 
years  ago,  that  the  Nottinghamites  sitting  on 
the  terrace  in  front  of  the  little  inn  used  to 
shoot  the  unfortunate  swifts  and  swallows  as  they 
darted  by.  The  Legislature  has  stopped  that 
barbarous  practice,  and  to  do  the  "lambs" 
justice,  I  do  not  believe  they  would  be  so  inhuman 
now,  even  if  a  certain  Act  of  Parliament  did  not 
exist. 

Notice  those  sheep  being  thrust  from  the  pier* 
head,  to  be  washed  by  a  half -submerged  shepherd 
in  an  inclosure  below.  The  bleating,  the  shout- 
ing, and  the  barking  of  dogs  causes  such  a  babel 
that  we  will  cross  over  in  the  ferry-boat  to  the 
island  opposite.  Here  we  find,  on  a  grassy  plain, 
and  surrounded  by  the  two  streams  of  the  river, 
many  fishermen  hard  at  it.  It  is  a  dull,  warm 
afternoon,  and  the  cattle  are  standing  knee-deep 
in  the  shallows,  while  the  high  hazel-covered  banks 
(from  which  the  ford  takes  its  name)  rear  their 
height  close  behind  us.  In  front  the  main  stream 
of  the  Trent  runs  deep  and  sparkling,  with  here 
a  long,  waving  weed,  swinging  to  the  surface ;  there 
a  dace,  dimpling  the  surface;  and  further  on, 
mayhap,  a  grayling  rising.  These  latter  fish  are 
reported  to  grow  scarcer  year  by  year  in  this  part 
of  the  Trent,  and  the  same  report  comes  from 
Averham,  where  formerly  they  could  be  caught  in 
fair  numbers.  Watch  that  man  below  the  ferry* 
boats  ;  he  is  whipping  for  grayling,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  they  are  out  of  season.  Fortu- 
nately he  has  only  caught  one,  and  this  is  taken 
from  his  coat  pocket,  and  triumphantly  exhibited 
to  an  admiring  circle  of  friends.  One  has  hardly 
the  heart  to  tell  him  the  truth— that  he  is  no 
sportsman.  Beside,  Nottingham  Lambs  are  pro- 
verbially somewhat  hot-tempered,  and  he  might 
considerably  "dash  our  buttons,"  if  he  did  not 
punch  our  heads ! 

(To  be  continued.) 


PRESERVATION  OF  THE  RIVER 
MEDWAY. 
Some  little  time  back  the  old  scheme  for  the  better 
preservation  of  the  Medway  was  brought  again  to  the  fore, 
The  Medway  Angling  Preservation  Association  bids  fair 
to  be  revived.  A  meeting  with  that  object  in  view  will  be 
held  on  June  24,  at  the  Bridge  House  Hotel,  Maidstone. 
The  chair  will  be'.taken  by  Mr.  A.  B.  Treeston,  supported 
by  Mr.  J.  Clifford,  J. P.,  and  all  aDglers  interested  are 
cordially  invited.  This  grand  old  river  has,  owing  to 
divided  counsels,  been  greatly  neglected  for  some  years. 
The  present  revival  is,  it  is  understood,  due  to  the  union  of 
the  conflicting  parties,  brought  about  with  the  help  of  one 
of  our  well  known  London  anglers.  The  better  preserva- 
tion of  public  waters  is  alwajs  an  object  which  all  fishtr- 
rnen  ought  to  support,  and  it  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped 
that  the  efforts  of  the  local  authorities,  riparian  owners,' 
and  fishing  societies,  will  meet  with  every  encouragement, 


THE  "  UNITY  "  COUNCIL. 
A  meeting  was  held  at  the  Sessions  House  Hotel  on 
Thursday,  the  10th  inst.  The  resignation  of  the  secretary 
was  accepted  with  regret,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  was 
unanimously  passed  to  him  for  his  past  services.  Dr. 
Patterson  resigned  the  chairmanship,  aud  Mr.  A.  W. 
Parker  was  unanimously  elected  to  that  position.  Dr. 
Patterson  was  elected  secretary,  anl  Mr.  T.  P.  Aukland 
treasurer  vice  Mr.  Parker.  The  plebiscite  scheme  was 
proceeded  with,  and  a  general  invitation  to  favourable 
clubs  was  authorised  to  be  seot  out. 

Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Seer,  tary. 


FISHERY  PROSECUTION  IN  IRELAND. 

An  Irish  newspaper,  the  Fermanagh  Sen  s,  contains  the 
report  cf  a  fishery  prosecution  at  Balleet  Petty  Sessions, 
and,  involving  as  it  does  the  right  of  free  fishing  in  Lough 
Erne,  the  case  created  considerable  interest,  aud  is  of 
vital  importance,  not  only  to  the  occupier.-,  of  the  shores  of 
Lough  Erne  but  also  to  tho  general  public.    Three  men 


LIS 

clia^ed  by  Me"*rs.  Crossfields,  owners  and  lessees 
or  the  nailery  known  as  the  Castlecaldwell  waters,  for 
turning  m  these  waters  without  being  duly  authorised  by 
tnem  to  do  so  ■  and  for  the  prosecution  it  was  asserted  that 
tins  was  a  several  "  fishery,  and  that  the  defendants 
were  caught  fishing  in  it  with  cross-lines.  Previous  con- 
victions in  that  court  were  produced,  as  well  as  the  con- 
hrmation  of  one  by  the  County  Court  Judge;  and  also 
the  judgment  in  the  case  of  Gallagher  v.  Tatham,  wherein 

thV  r"i«ftlcei/0^stonf  directed  a  -iury  t0  "old  that 
the  Castlecaldwell  waters   was   a   "s8veral"  fishery. 

The  chairman  said  they  had  enough  of  law  over  these 
deofdpT'Jf  WaS  awonder  tbese  points  had  not  been 
SfiliJ6'  ^,ag0>  J&JT*  1uite  8ati8fied  with  Messrs. 

ht*'an*lf  thel  could  Prove  the  complaint  a 

rct  0D  would  f1olloJT.  aud  the  fine  would  be  raised  to 
that  nL?  T?^  J°^the  defence  *  was  contended 
to  dn  Zth  «  6  declfIons  mentioned  had  anything 
IL  doAV  the  Present  cases,  and  one  witness  for 
^Ld def.?nc\.8tated  that  he  had  lived  on  Boho 
than  fif?l  the  laS,fc  fifty  years>  and  f<*  more 
of  I  nJl%  yeal'S1  had,    fi8hed     in     that  part 

fishinJ ^JT£e  7^Te  de,fend^ts  had  been  caught 
rh?S'  o     }1B  l"ad  al3°  fished  there  before  him. 

w,LP* T  °n,^ected  t0  this  evidence,  as  on  inland 
7£d  tLfTC0U}dJenO-  ?ubl-ic  ri8ht>  but  the  chairman 
said  that  was  not  the  point  ra.sed  by  the  defence.    If  the 

«Z\£r  °WDer  °f  ^es6  wafcers  neglected  their 
hues  th«laffSepe0P1le  WerJ0T  y6ars  aUowed  to  use  cross- 
2  the  matter  would  not  be  one  for  settlement  by  that 

had    fi,Se  a?OVS  Wltness  afterwards  stated  that  he 

cmekt  the  V6ry  P0int  ihe   Pendants  were 

ciuglit,    and   a   former   owner,  Mr.  Bloomfield,  had 

SwST"1  Wh6U  hl^aS  doinZ  so-  Md  had  also  seen 
had  bePr^erS  Mm  ?sUnS.   Neither  he  or  his  son 

fiL  Prosecuted,  except  once,  by  the  Archdales,  but 

Uved  on  rI^tT^,  An0ther  ™tness  sfcated  he  had 
hved  on  Boho  Island  for  upwards  of  forty  years,  and  had 

S  ?nglllarly  ^  !S0t-  ^  Bloomfield'  did  not 
?W f  „  V  80Dm  filing  there,  and  there  was  no  objec- 
tion made  until  Mr.  Tatham  came  there.  Twelve 
years  ago  Mr.  Tatham  got  an  injunction  against  him! 
and  he  had  not  fished  there  since,  as  he  was  a  poor 

^V^t? Uld  n°,fc  fight  Mr-  Tatbam  in  the  Superio? 
Courts.     It  was  also  contended  for  the  defence  that 

Landed  VlT^r™*  °f  Bloomfield  Johnston,  the 
Landed  Estates  Court  conveyance  to  Mr.  Bloomfield 

«M  *v"  v  T£  basls  of  the  complainant's  claim 
f  fof  fi  vDg  ab°TUt  these  waters,  and  only  mentioned  "a 
free  fishing  m  Lough  Erne,"  a  very  different  thing  to  a 
,.;  erma  „  fishery  which  gave  the  proprietors  an  exclusive 
nght,  whereas  a ,  '  free  fishing  "  was  only  a  right  to  fish 
with  others.  After  a  long  diacussion,  in  which  one  of  the 
wET'fiM8  said  hi\  impression  was  that  in  the  case  of 
Bloomfield  a).  Johnston  the  court  held  it  to  be  a  "free 
?«*ery'  the  case  was  adjourned,  as,  of  the  five  magis- 
trates on  the  Bench,  two  voted  for  a  conviction  and  two 
against  it,  and  one  refused  to  vote  at  all.  H. 
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good  work  done  In  the  past  is  forgotten,  and  those  who 
did  it.  The  river  Is  now  free  from  all  the  evils  of  davs 
gone  by,  and  netting  has  now  died  out.  There  s  a  beUer 
chance  lor  a  successful  issue,  which  I  hope  will  be  the  case 
I  can  remember  the  time  when  any  quantity  of  fine  earn  were 

Mr  ^mJSSfri  Teddin«ton  weir-  W  oW  friend,  the  late 
Mr.  William  Hawkins,  was  one  of  its  niOHt  successful  anglers  as 
also  Mr.  Augustus  Browne  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Parker  (both  o  these 
theTfe ^"f-dth?^  ^st  line),  and  all  having  as  their  attendant 
the  late  William  Kent,  the  latter  angler  placing  the  bulk  of  his 
flsh  in  the  piece  of  water  close  to  Teddington  Station  Mr 
H^mtS  aS  a  80,1  now  Iiving  who  is  a  successful  wielder  of  the 
rod,  but  more  amongst  the  roach,  one  of  over  21b.  taken  by  him 
was  given  to  the  late  Mr.  Spreckley,  who  had  it  set  up  as  a 
specimen  I  cannot  help  referring  now  and  then  to  the  olden 
SwFSJS \t a11  °?v,er  '?s?  my  regard  and  affection  for  the  grand 
fri«nd  Mr  T  wth;"ty-eigbt  y!,ars  a"achment  to  it.  I  met  my 
»ft»r  ,  , V-  V°mm'  0n.  Sat«rday  last,  on  his  way  to  Bray 
KnZ  it  1*'  ^?,er5'Jwith  his  cnamPi°i  fisherman,  Charles 
Son,  Vn^:Pefhtev,Wllladd^ore  laureIs  t0  his  fame  as  he  great 
tiont  killer  of  the  present  day.  Coarse  flsh  anglers  will  remember 

Sgteg1aaySone-BJUne  16'  18  °PeDing  ^  °f  the  ^ 
.uThame?  (Henley).— Since  the  trouting  season  commenced 
Stf  Th!  fef,D  l6-SS  flsh  *tken  in  this  Strict  than  for  some^years 
\Z  e  l0ll°^S  a,re  t^igH's  up  to  date  :  5flb.,  51b.,  4ilb., 
C.  '  /nd  31b'  A  e°od  many  undersized  trout  have  been 
S'ftd  ret"med.  The  prospects  for  the  coarse  flshinglwMch 
opens  next  week,  are  everything  to  be  desired.  The  flsh  Ire  very 
plentiful  and  appear  to  be  in  good  condition.-J.  W  Bead 
m"T"  (Sheppeiton).— Major  Arthur  Terry  on  Thursday  in  last 

76ft  fvght  a  mce  troJuta°/  5ilb-   This  makes  the  sixth  retainable 
trout  this  season,  and  fifteen  others  under  31b.,  which  he  has 
returned  to  the  river  again. — B.  ™m 
^~-T.  (S?,^bury)  TMr-  Lukyn  has  caught  two  trout,  c 
o7tt.?ibt"4Sfd  thef  otner  ^lb-  These  flsh,  with  the  exception 
Wed^esdav^R   ePPert°D'  are  ,he  0nly  results  reported  up  to 
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OPEN  ROVING  COMPETITION  AT 
AMBERLEY. 

This  important  event,  which  takes  place  at  Amberley 
on  June  20,  and  promoted. by  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridgc  in  aid 
pt  the  Anglers  Benevolent  and  Convalescent  Home  funds 
is  claiming  attention  with  club  anglers  particularly,' 
although  open  to  unattached  fishermen.    The  prize  list  is 
being  steadily  augmented,  the  following  being  the  offered 
awards  up  to  date  :  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge,  £2  2s  ■  Mr 
IJuke,  Bridge  Inn,  £2;  Mr.  Cunningham,  £1-  Mr  F' 
Vanhegan,  £1  •  Mr.  Rogers,  Cricketers,  10s. ;  Mr.  Clark,' 
T  U  ?Irin4-b5Stt'1i08-1?rB^ghton  An8lers,  £1  Is.  ;  Mr 
m    wb.  I8'  Cd"rMl\¥-  Scott-  5s-  i  Mr-  Conybeare,  5s.j 
Mr.Whitebread  5s.;  Mr   Gibbs,  5syi  Mr.  Etherington 
5s. ;  Mr  Stone  5s. ;  Mr.  Greg,  6s  ;  "Mr.  J.  K.  Fitchfss. 
Mr.  Galloway,  5s. ;  Mr.  S.  Hill,  5s. ;  Mr.  H.  Smith,  5s. 
Mr.  Gardiner,  5s.  ;  Mr.  Lidbetter,  — 5  Mr.  Bowland  Hill 
os.;  Mr.  James,  5s.  ;  Mr.  Lander,  5s. ;  Mr.  J.  Osborn 
& ;  ihe,  AnMer,  £1  Is.  ;  Mr.  A.  R.  Matthews,  10s.  Cd. 
Ihe  following  have  given  prizes :  Mr.  Peek,  roach  pole  ; 
Mr  Sparrow  rod^  winch,  and  line  ;  Messrs.  P.  Newton 
J.   bmith,   H.  Patman,   Musgrave,  F.   Thorling,  and 
Minear,  prizes  ;  Mr.  J.   Wigley,  lamp;  Mr.  Vine,  prize 
10s.  0d.;  Mr.  Park...  5s  ;  Mr.  Wood,  Hoxton  Brothers 
prize;  Globe  A.S.,  landing  net  and  stick;  Mr.  Sower- 
butts,  tackle  case  fitted.    All  communications  respecting 
the  competition  should  be  addressed  to  Mr.  F.  Vanhegan 
Rose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  E  C 


REPORTS  FROM  MYERS,  LOCHS,  Ac. 

,  Riv,er  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

thf''?rer  *hame,s.-UENKRAL  Eemarks.-X  am  gfad  to  And 

■iv,r  h^7henH  K?-fiH''k.,!nf;Arooiation  «oin«  t«  ""neat  the  old 
liver ;by  the  introduction  of  some  Sib.  carp,  and  I  hone  tho  niHulf 

made  b>  the  late  Mr.  1-  rar.eis  Francis  and  mysolf  in  that  direction 
Park  IZl'T-^l0'  Wl'en'  aftcr  nettin*  th"  lak(1  at(lHter ley 
H  ^rr'  l''11  P  my  nei«h"o«"-  and  friend  Mr.  Thorn/* 
nJf^  «  we.  ,00k  ln  hl8  conveyance,  kindly  lent  for  the  occasion 

Ztl  wm"  h  y'  B.0^e  ?°°  ll00  Htock  carl'  of  about  ^lb.  and  fib' 
each,  which  we  got  the  ato  Mr.  Kdward  Lukyn  to  turn  into  the 

»  ,1  °Urtr  {"J*6"?  bet-WPen  th0  ,iea<i  of  *°  look  and  Walton 
M&ge ;  and  I  do  not  say  it  discouragingly,  I  never  recollect  ,nv 
being  taken  by  the.  angle™.    It  wan  very  different  to  tto.e  ol  a 

ri,*  7C  "r"l<dlG5IW,li*»  'rom  m°  lake  at  uotnlc 
Hi  .  '  rwl,?konh?m  Common,  when  numbers  of  them  were 
taken  in  angling  afterward*.    I  fear  sometimes  much  of  the 


d,^f^?d^°r  ^.istrictJ.-The  river  here  is  in  perfect  con- 
dition  for  trouting-mce  and  fresh,  and  a  good  colour—but  verv 
few  anglers  are  trying  them  this  season.  AH  appear  to  be  too 
much  occupied  with  the  Jubilee  craze,  and  beyond  a  flsh  of  41b 
by  Lumsden,  of  Datchet,  I  can  hear  of  nothing  being  done.  The 
Kftr*and  E-t0n  Angling  Preservation  Society  have  recently 
placed  between  500  and  600  bream,  rudd,  and  perch  from  Norfolk 
m  the  mer  above  and  below  Windsor  Bridge.  The  display  of 
fireworks,  which  annually  takes  place  here  on  June  4th  festivities, 
must  have  surprised  the  finny  denizens  of  the  Windsor  Weir 
stream  which  borders  the  Eton  College  playing  fields.  During 
i lay  an  incident  occurred  which  attracted  much  attention 

LTnZ1  rl  ^T  ?ro,od  °l  S1X-  fonnd  heraelf  hemmed  in  by  smoke 
and  fire,  but  still  stuck  to  her  brood,  and,  by  a  deal  of  manoeuvring, 

f,°;!^£y  C^gnft  °n  huer  back  bet^een  her  wings,  and  sailed  off 
triumphantly  down  the  river  to  a  place  of  shelter.  Considering 
the  swiftness  of  the  stream,  the  smoke,  and  glare,  it  was  sur 
prising  how  she  managed  it.-B.  R.  Bambridge 

Ancholme  District.— Colder  weather  now  prevails  This 
™r™^ked  he  ha;c5ing  of  a1«atic  Ales,  but  it  makes  angling 

rl?n,  S  fh» ?»;fa?d  tbf9  C0Xm£l  ]S0ks  love'y  after  the  refreshinf 
rams  of  the  last  few  days.  The  downfall  has  only  been  light  in 
this  district,  and  made  but  little  impression  on  the  water  brooks, 
bport  continues  to  be  fair  on  the  Base,  and  small  baskets  of  trout 
have  been  made  on  other  local  waters.  The  Iron  Blue  and  Land- 
w«tS«  Orange  are  now  good  flies,  and  as  soon  as  warmer 
^veather  prevails  the  Dotterel  Duns  will  do  good  execution  in  the 
evenings^.  The  close  time  on  the  Ancholme  ends  on  the  16th  inst 
and  good  sport  is  anticipated.— Thomas  Ford,  Caistor.  . 

Avon  (South  Devoii).-Some  capital  baskets  of  trout  have 
been  made,  and  amongst  other  fine  flsh  taken,  the  largest  has  been 
that  secured  by  Mr.  Percy  Wise,  on  the  association  water  near 
Silveridge.    The  trout  sealed  SSoz.—  Devonian 

Carey  (Ashwater).  —  Evening  flshiDg  has  been  pretty 
successful,  the  flsh  rising  well  to  the  Silver  Drake.  One  rod  took 
TJ^Ti,  an«  baskets  have  run  up  to  two  dozen.  Dapping  with 
the  blackbeetle  has  killed  some  nice  flsh.— Devonian 

Coin  (Gloncestershire,  Fairford  District).-On  June  6 
the  trout  rose  freely.  Mixed  creels  were  got  at  Dudgrove 
Mr.  Rogers  killed  a  nice  brace  on  Saturday,  and  amongst 
other  anglers  who  have  been  out  on  the  Bull  waters  Ire 
Messrs  Barker,  Stradling  Fry,  Hamly,  sen.  and  jun  ,  Living! 
stone,  R.  T.  and  Hitchman  lles.Fry,  Albert  lies,  Bloxham  Powell 
Buchanan,  and, several  Oxford  and  Cirencester  students.  The 
private  waters  in  the  neighbourhood  have  had  a  good  complement 
of  anglers  and 1  some  nice  creels  have  been  made.  I  saw  a 
2-pounder  killed  near  the  Callis  on  Saturday  night  —Pan 

Cornish  Streams.— A  peal  of  81b.  waB  taken  in  the'  Fowey 
by  Mr  Roberts,  of  Liskeard.  Early  running  peal  are  always 
biggest  but  the  late  drought  has  prevented  many  from  coming  up 
lo-day  there  is  a  change,  and  the  rivers  are  in  slight  freshet 

Th!nwh-.Rp"?$Ut!f  J??ght  ,0  briDg  UP  considerable  quantities 
The  Whitsuntide  Ashing  was,  all  round,  poor.  A  few  ardent 
ang  ers  on  the  Camel  and  its  tributaries,  using  the  Cowdung 
Beetle  and  Ihe  Fern  Fly,  made  baskets  of  from  twenty-flve  down- 
wards One  trout  caught  with  this  bait  weighed  lib.  !>oz.  The 
May  I  ly  appeared  in  strong  numbers  on  some  of  the  rivers  at  the 
close  of  last  week;  but  as  very  few  use  this  ily,  owing  to  its 
appearance  only  in  a  few  localities,  sport  was  off  for  the  time  — 
bfODMIN. 

Darenth  (Farnlngham  and  Eynsford).— During  the  last 
week  I  have  been  on  many  of  the  stretches  of  Darenth,  and  sport 
has  been  fairly  good  on  all.  May  Fly  is  going  off  now,  and  the 
flsh  should  be  getting  off  the  feed.  Yet  plenty  of  flsh  are  being 
taken  on  small  flies,  chiefly  Olives  and  Sedges.  The  rain  brought 
down  some  thick  water  on  Monday,  but  did  not  prevent  sport 
and  many  flsh  of  over  lib.  have  been  had. — J  P  T 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).-A  couple  of  nico  salmon 
nave  been  taken  in  the  moorland  streams  by  Mr.  Tucker  of  Ash- 
burton,  and  his  son.    The  holiday  weather  was  very  bright,  and 

TnTn^  n^n  ei?P0Uh  ,S,0m<kfltie  ,rout  have  been  taken  between 
Totaes  and  Buckfastlelgh.    On  Monday  Mr.  W.  Sloggett  and  Mr. 

Distin  oach  creeled  over  a  dozen  nice  flsh,  and  Mr.  M  Revell 
fl. a  °f  i0ur  bra,1'0'  B6tt0r  HP°rt  is  anticipated  after  the 
spato  of  Tuesday,  and  the  caterpillar  and  the  Black  Wood  Flv 
are  recommended  as  attractive  bait.  The  conservators  consider 
it  impracticable  to  place  a  grating  at  Furzeleugh  Mill,  at  which 
spot  Col.  Studdy  complained  that  flsh  wore  washed  on  to  the 
adjoining  meadows.— Devonian. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Tho  rains  of  last  week  put  the 
stroams  m  capital  trim,  but  the  weather  during  the  Whitsuntido 

cn°.^«r„rTa''  JS?  brlght  for  muoh  HP°rt-  although  some  nice 
catches  of  trout  have  been  made  in  the  evenings.    The  natural 

?i««  Smx  Zlng  "e"'  althou«h  'he  Alders  and  Palmers  are 

a.Ho  Killing.  Irouting  on  the  northern  rivers  shows  bettor 
results,  and  nice  baskets  have  been  socured  on  the  southern 
S;1,1"  be«  being  fifty  from  the  Tamar.  Tho  Avon  contains 
many  big  flsh,  ho  latest  capture  being  one  of  Jib.  loz.  Tho  Ottor  has 
yieldod  some  line  specimens,  chiefly  by  evening  angling,  and  good 
reports  come,  from  tho  Yeo,  Oreody,  and  Dart  Peal  Ashing 
T,  lnu,?,8  l"  ""Prove,  the  weight  averaging  from  alb.  to  31b  , 
whilst  the  heaviest  haH  been  one  of  over  lib.  The  Silver  Doctor 
June  and  Silver,  and  Fairy  are  recommended  as  killers.  As 
regards  Kali,,.,,,,  sporl  romaius  much  aboul  the  same.  A  tow  have 
been  hooked  in  the  moorland  waters  of  the  Dart,  and  In  the  Taw 
and  Torrldge  Homo  have  been  obtained,  but  flsh  aro  very  scarco 


There  was  more  heavy  rain  on  Tuesday,  which  should  brighten 
tilings  considerably.— Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— This  river  during  the  early  part  of  the  week 
was  m  fair  condition  for  angling,  but  the  cold  easterly  winds  have 
proved  detrimental  to  the  anglers.  Until  we  have  some  good 
showers  of  rain  the  prospects  for  Bport  will  remain  poor.  The 
catches  to  hand  are :  Dr.  English,  four  brace ;  Mr.  Wm.  Rhodes 
seven  brace;  Mr.  R.  Linton,  four  brace;  Capt.  J.  E.  Leng,  three 
brace;  Mr.  J.  Moore,  four  and  a  half  brace. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and.  Barle.— Notwithstanding  the  low  water  and  bright 
sun  twelve  very  nice  trout  were  basketed  on  Monday  last  by  an 
angler  who  uses  the  dry  fly,  the  Governor  being  the  favourite, 
iwenty-two  were  taken  a  few  days  before  in  the  ordinary  style, 
and  before  the  river  was  quite  so  low  and  clear.  The  rain  now 
tailing  will  improve  fishing  prospects.— C.  W.  N. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Fine  weather  favoured  all 
holiday  seekers  this  Whitsuntide,  and  although  a  somewhat  too 
brilliant  sun  rather  marred  the  anglers'  chances,  yet  a  fair 
»^^i  r  *lon  wa!  eni°y«d  by  the  majority.  Mr.  Roberts 
scored  four  brace  of  trout  on  Brampford  water,  and  Mr. 
lheemdissen  two  brace,  whilst  Messrs.  Baker,  Snell,  Taylor, 
htaddon,  and  Elliott,  made  some  very  good  bags  of  eels.  Heavy 
rain  has  fallen  during  the  past  twenty-four  hours,  which  will  be 
PaTmer  ome'  the  rivers  having    run  very  low.  — Red 

<yJ,eJl  Distrl«t  (South  Lincolnshire).— It  is  not  often 
wt-.  5!.3e  ?1,^6  Green  Drake  happens  in  full  force  in  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays,  but  such  it  was  this  year,  and  anglers 
went  off  for  their  sport  with  a  good  heart.  Unfortunately  there 
came  a  heavy  storm  on  Sunday,  followed  by  more  rain  since,  and 
a  much  colder  atmosphere,  which  has  upset  all  calculations, 
very  poor  sport  has  been  had  since  Monday  set  in,  and  now  it  is 
almost  too  cold  for  fly  fishing.  A  few  brace  came  to  hand  on 
Saturday  in  favoured  localities,  but  little  has  been  done  since. 
Coarse  flsh  anglers  are  lookhtg  for  next  week  with  confidence, 
ine  drains  are  weedy  in  some  places.—  Limtex. 

•  if 11  Wycombe-~ The  trout  have  been  feeding  well  in  this 
neighbourhood,  and  seem  very  plentiful  and  of  good  size;  many 
of  from  lib.  to  31b.  have  been  had,  chiefly  with  the  Olive  Dun.— 

•  J^if  iNo?th,  Notts).— The  holidays  brought  a  few  visitors 
into  the  locality  last  week,  some  for  sport  and  some  for  observa- 
tion, ihe  general  opinion  of  the  latter  is  that  the  coarse  flsh 
season  next  week  will  open  in  fair  promise.  Dace  are  particularly 
I'  *at  roafh  a/e  coming  on  very  nicely.  Trout  fishers  with 
maggots  have  landed  several,  and  this  is  their  first  appearance, 
trout  fishers  have  been  trying  their  hands  again  about  Bolham ; 
out  weeds  are  now  springing  up  fast;  which  makes  fly  fishing 
almost  impossible.  The  best  way  to  get  flsh  is  to  throw  a  maggot 
over  the  weeds.   About  Blyth  anglers  were  trying  their  luck  last 

week,  and  several  other  points  were  visited  L 

Kennet  (Hungerford).— The  May  Fly  is  now  well  up,  and 
magnificent  sport  is  being  obtained.  Several  brace  of  trout  have 
been  taken,  averaging  61b.  the  brace.  To-day  (Wednesday)  Mr. 
Kiissell,  one  of  our  members,  took  five  and  a  half  brace,  all  over 
lib.  many  going  2p>.,  and  one  turning  the  scale  at  31b.  Equally 
good  sport  has  been  enjoyed  by  others. — T  G  F 

lake  Vyrnwy  (ST.  Wales).— The  fishing  in  this  lake  this 
year  has  been  the  best  on  record.  Not  only  have  a  larger  number 
ot  flsh  been  taken,  but  the  average  weight  of  the  flsh  has  improved 
by  nearly  boz.  A  total  of  2058  flsh  were  taken  up  to  the  end  of 
May,  the  weight  being  16691b. ;  this  gives  an  average  of  nearly 
looz.  per  flsh.  A  curious  fact  about  the  fishing  this  year  is,  that 
only  very  sma  1  flies  have  been  of  any  use,  the  ordinary  sized  fly 
being  practically  useless.  The  weather  for  the  week  under  report 
bas  been  most  unfavourable,  and  fishermen  have  not  been  doing 
wen  l  here  has  been  a  good  deal  of  rain,  with  thunderstorms,  and 
the  takes  have  been  small  compared  with  last  week.  On  May  31  a 
total  of  sixty-five  flsh  were  taken,  weighing  441b.  13oz.    Mr.  Watts 

tb« .  S,e,Ie1h41b-  ^0Z7,  Henty>  flve-  3Ib-  Coz- !  Mr.  Nimmo, 
V.  \°,0Z  cVMr-  Eolt'  three'  llb-  5oz-  i  Mi^es  Kay,  fifteen 
101b.  Goz. ;  Mr.  Shaw,  seven,  51b.  2oz. ;  Mr.  Case,  three,  lib.  15oz. ' 
Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  eleven,  Sib.  lloz. ;  Mr.  Linley,  nine,  61b.  3oz  ; 
Cm  June  1,  nineteen  flsh,  weighing  121b.,  were  taken.  The  two 
best  baskets  were:  Mr.  Densham,  nine,  51b.  4oz.;  and  Capt 
Th.l  !8'  i  °?T,\?  £■  9o,Zr  ,9°  June  2-  sixty-one  flsh  were  killed.' 
They  scaled  4211b.  Mr.  Moss  accounted  for  fourteen,  weighing 
101b. ;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  ten,  71b.  8oz.  ;  Mr.  Densham,  ten,  7Jlb. 
Mr.  Bolt,  eight,  51b.  Ooz. ;  Mr.  Davison,  six,  41b  lOoz.  ■  Mr 
Nimmo,  -seven,  5Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Linley,  four,  31b.  On  June  8, 
sixty-six  flsh,  weighing  451b. ,  were  taken.  Mrs.  and  Miss  Kay 
killed  fourteen  Mlb.;  Mr.  R.  L.  Garnett,  eleven,  61b.  4oz. ;  Miss 
7,",uKayT  a1d  Mr'  Moss-  twelve,  81b.  loz. :  Mr.  Davison,  eight 
ujlb. ;  Mr.  Nimmo,  eight,  51b.  13oz. ;  Mr.  Densham,  four,  31b.  loz  • 
Mr  Owen,  five,  31b.  On  the  4th  there  was  a  lot  of  thunder,  and 
only  twenty-six  flsh,  weighing  lOJlb.,  were  taken.    Mr.  R.  L. 

i'i?"  JklIIed  e'even.  weighing  8*lb. ;  Mr.  Nimmo,  six,  4Jlb  • 
and  Mr.  Case,  four,  311b.    On  the  Gth,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Live'rl 
pool  took  five,  weighing  3*lb.  ;  and  Mr.  Densham,  Ave,  weighing 
41b.   On  the  ah,  the  Lord  Mayor  killed  seven,  611b. ;  Mr.  Stubbs 
nine,  Gib. ;  and  Mr.  Densham,  eight,  51b.  13oz.— Long  Drift 
ln    .a'v.Beane'  a?d  Ver-— The  Lea  fishery  bye-laws  permit 
dace  to  be  taken  on  Wednesday  next,  also  grayling  and  gudgeon, 
but  roach  fishing  in  the  public  waters  does  not  open  until  July  l 
Bream,  chub,  barbel,  carp,  and  tench  caught  in  the  interim  must 
also  he  returned,  while  perch  and  pike  have  a  further  respite— 
Un.i  .u  uSust  h  Some  nice  dace  are  showing,  and  should  be  had 
with  the  Ay,  caddis,  or  gentle,  likely  Aies  to  take  being  the  Black 
Gnat  and  Red  Ant.   The  water,  as  a  result  of  the  rains,  is  fresh 
but  bright,  and  therefore  fine  tackle  should  bo  the  order  As 
regards  the  grayling,  they  aro  to  be  met  with  here  and  there  and 
anglers  should  find  out  a  nice  piece  of  stroam  with  a  gravel 
bottom,    ln  regard  to  trout  fishing  poor  sport  is  reportod  up  to 
the  time  of  writing.   At  Rye  House  BOme  good  eels  up  to2»lb 
have  been  caught.    Little,  as  far  as  I  can  hoar,  has  boon  done 
among  the  trout  in  the  Beane.  In  tho  Ver  (Herts.),  Mr.  Bridgman 
with  the  May  Fly,  has  creeled  a  lib.  15oz.  trout ;  and  Mr.  Brown' 
has  taken  a  nice  brace.  21b.  3oz.  and  21b.  13oz.  The  Vor  is  reported 
to  be  ln  v«ry  fair  condition. 

teach  (Gloucestershire).— Some  good  sport  has  been 
had  on  this  trout  stream  on  Thursday  in  last  week.  Mr  Powell 
creeled  two  and  a  half  brace  on  the  Little  Faringdon  water,  and 
Mr.  Lockwood,  bosidos  other  sport,  creeled  two  brace  of  nice 
trout.  Dr.  Powell  also  got  a  nice  take  of  two  and  a  half  brace 
Mr.  John  Barton,  Mr.  Ohas.  Barton,  and  Messrs.  Ilos  Brothers 
havo  been  having  some  good  sport.  Mr.  Larkman  also  has  done 
very  well  on  the  Little  Faringdon  waters.  Best  flies :  Buzzer 
May  Fly,  Egyptian  Goose,  Summer  Duck,  and  Alder  In  evening 
Grey  Drake  still  dragging  on.— L. 

Lug-g-  and  Arrow  (Leominster).— These  streams  o< 
tlnue  to  run  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  have  been  improved  and 
refreshed  by  some  falls  of  steady  rain,  which  will  do  good  all 
round  1  he  fish  have  been  more  on  tho  feed,  and  rise  well  at  the 
nrl,  Bed  Spinner,  Orange  Palmer,  and  Iiluos.  May  Fly  fishing 
has  stopped  all  al  once,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  cold  winds  and 
rain,  and  the  season  has  been  a  very  short  ono  as  yet.  Some  tlno 
dishes  of  Ash  have  been  landed  with  Ily  in  both  stroams  this 
week.— tlwvNNK. 

Iaig-g,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (Kinffsland).— After  a  spell 
ol  very  hot  woather  rain  foil  steadily  from  Monday  evening  till 
noon  this  day  (Wednesday),  causing  a  rise  of  Gin.  or  Sin  of 
stained  water,  which  will  improve  tho  Ashing  and  prospects  of 
sport  in  the  coming  week.  The  May  Fly  season  Is  virtually  over 
and  may  bo  described  aB  a  good  one— certainly  above  an  average. 
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Bast  Flies  now  are  AJder  or  Oil,  Yellow  Dun,  Orange  Palmer, 
Coch-y-Bondhu;  and  for  evening,  caddis,  Coachman,  Spinners, 
and  Owls.   Minnow  fishing  has  been  good. — B.  T.  Williams. 

North  Stafford  Streams.— We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  May 
Fly  fishing,  and  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  by-some  anglers. 
Of  the  Uttoxeter  Association  waters  the  Churnet  seems  to  have 
paid  as  well  as  any  to  the  fly.  Bev.  M.  Fosbrooke  killed  six  and  a 
half  brace;  a  friend  on  Friday  last  eight  and  a  half  brace;  Bev. 

E.  M.  Vaughan  and  myself  six  and  a  half  brace  each  on  Thursday, 
and  a  few  other  members  got  fish  on  other  days.  On  the  Tean 
brook  Mr.  E.  Forshaw  got  several  brace  of  fine  fish,  but  not  to  the 
Drake.  Mr.  Fisher  got  some  sport  to  natural  fly ;  Mr.  J.  T, 
Harris  killed  seven  brace  on  the  Meece  on  Thursday;  and  on 
Saturday,  on  the  Blyth,  nine  brace,  and  again  on  Monday,  six 
brace.  Some  sport  has  been  had  on  the  Dane,  and  also  the  Tern 
has  fished  well  to  the  Drake.  This  past  two  days  (Tuesday  and 
Wednesday)  have  been  very  cold  and  wet,  but  it  looks  like  clearing 
up  this  evening,  which  may  give  us  another  chance  with  the  Green 
Drake.  The  fly  does  not  seem  to  have  been  up  at  its  best  on  some 
of  our  waters  yet,  and  has  hatched  out  very  late  in  the  day. — 

F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton). — The  river  is  much  benefited 
by  the  rain  of  yesterday,  the  8th,  and  angling  prospects  are 
brighter.  The  Alder  Fly  is  in  evidence  everywhere  about  the 
banks,  and  on  Monday  laBt  (7th)  a  genuine  May  Fly  was  seen. 
This  is  very  remarkable  for  this  part  of  Devon.  The  Bed  Spinner 
and  Iron  Blue  have  been  doing  good  work.  At  sea,  some  good 
catches  of  conger  and  other  fish  were  made  during  the  recent 
hot  days  on  the  "  middle  ground.  " — Heron. 

Ouse  (Holywell  Perry,  near  St.  Ives). -The  water 
here  has  been  so  bright  owing  to  want  of  rain,  that  I  began  to 
despair  for  the  opening  day.  Bream  have  been  lying  about  in  the 
sunshine  in  enormous  shoalB,  and  roach  are  in  strong  evidence. 
I  have  devoted  the  last  week  to  clearing  out  swims.  Perch  seem 
rather  backward,  but  chub  are  plentiful.  Bain  is  now  falling 
nicely,  and  will,  no  doubt,  put  the  necessary  colour  into  the  water 
by  the  16th. — A.  Scaejj. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).  —  Prospects  for  the  now  rapidly 
approaching  opening  day  are  particularly  rosy  in  this  locality. 
The  river  teems  with  fish,  and  the  water  is  a  nice  colour,  and  I 
anticipate  some  good  takes  will  be  recorded  next  week. — B. 

Plymouth. — Up  to  within  the  last  few  days  the  fishing  in  the 
various  rivers  has  been  good,  but  the  continued  fine  weather  has 
made  the  rivers  run  low;  still,  in  the  evenings  peal  have  been 
sporting,  and  a  welcome  shower  to-day  will  no  doubt  improve 
the  trout  fishing. — William  Hearder. 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech).— 
During  Whitsuntide,  as  is  usual  at  all  holiday  times,  a  very  large 
number  of  excursionists  visited  this  pretty  neighbourhood,  which 
is  nflw  seen  at  its  best,  and,  although  the  weather  was  not 
altogether  favourable,  all  seemed  determined  to  make  the  best 
use  of  their  time,  and  those  fond  of  angling  found  all  these 
streams  in  good  condition,  not  only  for  the  fly,  but  also  for 
bottom  fishing,  as  occasional  thunderstorms  had  tinged  the  water, 
so  that  all  classes  of  anglers  were  busy  at  work,  and  good  sport 
was  the  rule,  and  in  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  fair  baskets  of  fish 
were  obtained  with  the  worm  and  other  lures,  whilst  the  most 
successful  flies  were  the  Coch-y-Bondhu  and  Duns.  Those 
anglers  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  passes  for  fishing  in  the 
preserved  parts  of  the  Tanat  and  Cain  met  with  excellent  sport 
amongst  the  trout  in  these  noted  streams,  and  anglers  in  other 
tributaries  of  the  Severn  and  Vyrnwy  in  this  neighbourhood 
were  very  numerous,  and  returned  home  very  much  pleased  with 
their  outing. — VYRNWY. 

Sussex  Streams  and  Rivers.— The  early  part  of  the 
week  was  uneventful,  with  the  exception  of  the  heavy  rain 
storms  which  have  been  experienced  in  this  district,  flooding 
drains  and  cellars,  and  rendering  streams  and  rivers  of  a  pea- 
soupy  consistence.  At  the  close  of  last  week  some  good  trout 
were  taken  from  a  western  stream,  but  the  average  for  three  and 
a  half  brace  was  but  lOoz.  The  prospects  for  the  opening  of  the 
coarse  fish  seaaon  are  good  in  all  quarters.  Chichester  Canal 
abounds  with  fish.  In  a  stroll  as  far  as  the  lower  lock  a  few 
days  since  I  saw  pike  up  to  101b.,  perch  I  should  compute  at  31b., 
bream  up  to  31b.,  and  some  fine  roach.  The  carp  may  be  seen 
under  the  bridges  and  in  the  basin,  looking  all  141b.  in  weight.  It 
is  but  seldom  these  large  fish  are  taken,  but  breakaways  are 
numerous  when  bream  fishing. — George  F.  SALTER. 

Taw  and  Tor  ridge  (North  Devon).— The  conservators 
of  these  rivers  had  a  big  difficulty  to  contend  with  last  year  in 
consequence  of  the  fungus  with  which  the  salmon  were  affected. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  hear  that  the  disease  is  not  noticeable  this 
season,  and  has,  it  is  hoped,  been  effectively  stamped  out. 
Although  the  salmon  are  not  particularly  plentiful  this  year,  yet 
the  condition  and  size  of  the  fish  is  good.  The  trout  fishing  will 
also  be  improved  by  the  offer  of  Mr.  Eichmond,  the  breeder,  of 
Braunton.  to  turn  4000  or  5000  young  trout  of  the  American  breed 
into  the  rivor.  This  gentleman  advised  the  board  last  year  as  to 
the  treatment  of  the  diseased  salmon.  His  offer  has  been 
accepted.  An  experiment  in  replenishing  the  rivers  with  trout 
was  tried  some  years  ago,  but  was  not  very  successful.  Another 
Improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  Torridge  by  the  placing  of  a 
grating  at  Wear  Gifford,  to  keep  the  peal  away  from  the  mill 
stream.— Devonian. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  river  still  con- 
tinues in  a  very  low  state,  and  the  only  sport  to  be  had  with  trout 
is  by  late  eveniog  fishing. — H. 

Teme  (Ziudlow). — The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing,  having  been 
visited  this  week  with  heavy  rain,  which  has  greatly  refreshed 
the  water  and  improved  the  prospects  of  fishing.  There  has  been 
a  cold  east  wind  blowiDg,  but  a  good  few  anglers  have  been  out, 
and  the  trout  are  sporting  well  at  the  fly.  May  Fly  fishing,  which 
was  good  last  week,  has  stopped  all  at  once,  and  scarcely  a  fly  is 
now  on  the  water,  no  doubt  owing  to  the  cold  winds  and  rain ; 
but  with  warm  weather  they  will  come  up  again,  as  they  did  about 
three  years  ago,  in  July  and  August.  There  has  been  some  good 
dishes  of  fish  taken  with  the  worm.  The  best  killing  ilies  are  the 
Orl,  Bed  Spinner,  Coch-y-Bondhu,  Orange  Palmer,  and  Blue  Dun. 
Minnow  fishing  has  been  good  in  early  morning. — S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).  —  The  water  in  this  district  has  been 
visited  by  some  nice  falls  of  rain,  which  has  improved  the  water 
and  the  fishing.  The  winds  have  been  cold,  but  there  has  been  a 
good  few  out  with  the  fly.  The  fish  have  been  riBiDg  well  at  the 
fly,  and  several  very  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  taken  of  late. 
Cadow  fishing  has  gone  very  quiet,  and  will  be  until  the 
weather  takes  up  warmer.  On  Monday  some  good  fish  were 
landed  below  the  town  with  the  fly. — Worcester. 

Torridge  (Tor  rington).- River  in  fine  order  for  fishing, 
and  some  good  baskets  of  trout  were  taken  last  week.  On  Thurs- 
day, H.  Doldge,  who  was  home  for  his  holidays,  took  twenty- 
three  trout,  weighing  61b. ;  on  Friday,  he  took  twenty-one  trout, 
weighing  71b.  P.  Bude  took  twelve  trout  on  Saturday,  average 
weight  64oz.  On  Monday  he  had  one,  among  others,  17 oz.  We 
had  a  splendid  fall  of  rain  yeBterday. — Practical  Angler, 

Upper  Tamar,  &c. — The  Grey  Drake  and  Alder  have  been 
doing  good  service  during  the  past  week,  but  as  the  streams  were 
getting  low  before  the  rain,  sport  has  not  been  particularly 
brilliant.  A  basket  of  thirteen  brace  was  made,  but  Mr.  Stainton 
and  Mr.  H.  S.  Wise  have  been  doing  fairly  well.  The  latter 
accidentally  hooked  a  swift,  releasing  it  aa  soon  as  landed. 
Further  up  the  stream  on  t  rod  secured  fifty  on  Saturday,  although 
the  day  was  bright.— Devonian. 


Usk  and  Tributaries  (Senny  Bridge).— A  good  number 
of  anglers  paid  this  place  a  visit  during  Whitsuntide,  but  their 
baskets  were  not  very  heavy,  the  rivers  being  extremely  low. 
One  of  the  best  baskets  was  caught  by  Mr.  T.  J.  Evans,  between 
51b.  and  61b.  We  had  some  nice  rain  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday, 
which  brought  a  little  fresh  into  the  river,  and  will  undoubtedly 
improve  the  fishing  for  the  next  few  days.  The  minnow  and 
worm  is  now  very  killing. — D.  POWELL, 

Witham  and  Wold  Streams  (Lincolnshire).— The 
prospects  for  the  holidays  were  very  good  in  this  district.  The 
May  Fly  were  up,  and  the  weather  was  warm  and  promising. 
Several  anglers  from  a  distance  arrived  to  try  the  waters  of  their 
friends,  and  a  fair  lot  of  fish  fell  to  those  who  tried  for  them  on 
Saturday.  Thunderstorms  of  a  severe  character  came  on  the 
Sunday  afternoon.  Hailstones  of  enormous  size  fell  near  Lincoln, 
and  several  persons  were  struck  by  the  lightning.  Since  then 
the  temperature  has  gone  down,  and  the  fish  have  almost  ceased 
to  rise.  Last  week  sport  was  very  good.  Besides  the  May  Fly, 
Blue  Bottles  are  not  a  bad  bait.  There  are  plenty  of  flies  about 
now  from  the  woods  and  hedges.  Along  the  Witham  they  are 
looking  out  for  visitors  next  week. — Luci. 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Border  Esk  (Langholm). — The  weather  since  last  week  has 
been  as  varied  as  the  most  "fickle"  could  wish  for — from  "  arctic 
zone"  to  "torrid  zone,"  and  nice  versa,  but  with  just  sufficient 
"  thunder  plumps  "  to  keep  the  sea  trout  on  the  run,  and  yellow 
trout  to  be  got  in  basketfulsin  the  upper  streams.  Sea  trout  are 
now  getting  well  up  the  Esk,  and  are  to  be  got  in  all  parts  of  it, 
Langholm  being  the  best  centre  to  reach  all  parts  by  road  or  rail. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  takes  :  Mr.  Carruthers  and  friend, 
stayiDg  at  Eskdale  hotel,  had  fifteen  dozen  yellow  trout  in  Steninel 
water  atone  fishing;  B.  Graham,  two  sea  trout,  in  Westerkirk 
water;  A  McVittie,  one  Eea  trout,  same  water.  "  Joe  Anderson  " 
had  two  sea  trout  at  a  fishing  in  Langholm  water.  And  other 
catches  in  Langholm  water  have  been  :  W.  Boss,  four  sea  trout; 
Mr.  Lamb,  five  sea  trout ;  Mr.  J.  Graham,  one;  Mr.  Grant,  Buck 
Hotel,  one;  Mr.  A.  Bell,  London,  one  ;  Mr.  A.  Ballantyne,  three 
beauties  ;  Mr.  J.  Johnstone,  Westerkirk,  one,  21b.;  Mr.  C.  Murray, 
Burnfoot,  three,  in  Westerkirk  water;  Mr  Carruthers  and  friend, 
Eskdale  Hotel,  eleven  dozen  trout,  in  Hermitage  water. — W.  D. 

Deveron  (Banffshire). — The  net  salmon  fishings  in  the 
river  Deveron  and  coast  district  have  been  very  unproductive  of 
late.  The  cause  that  so  few  fish  are  being  got  at  present  is  in  a 
measure  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  easterly  winds,  accompanied 
by  frosty  nights  and  a  dry  atmosphere.  The  river  is  exceedingly 
low,  and  getting  into  a  very  dirty  condition,  and  until,  a  change 
takes  place  and  plenty  of  rain  falls,  which  would  encourage  the 
salmon  and  grilse  to  come  towards  the  shore,  there  will  be  no 
improvement.  As  yet  grilse  have  been  very  backward.  Smolt 
are  numerous  on  the  river,  and  very  trying  to  the  angler.  At 
several  of  the  stations  east  of  Banff  grilse  have  scarcely  been  met 
with,  and  it  is  thought  that  the  present  season  will  be  a  poor  one. 
— H.  W. 

Durness  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).— June  1st,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Trickell,  on  Kyle,  eight  trout,  121b.  (heaviest  41b.);  3rd, 
nine  trout,  151b.  (heaviest  31b.) ;  4th,  eight  trout,  201b.  (heaviest 
51b.) ;  5th,  four  trout,  71b.  (heaviest  2±lb.  June  1st,  Mr.  Brown, 
on  Loch  Crossfleld,  sixteen  trout,  81b.  (heaviest  lib. ;  4th,  thirteen 
trout,  51b.  (heaviest  jib.);  5th,  five  trout,  31b.  (heaviest  lib.) 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).— May  17,  Mr.  Gilli- 
brand,  Biver  Inver,  three  trout,  2£lb.,  one  salmon,  l31b.  18th, 
Mr.  Hill,  Loch  Assynt,  seven  trout,  3±lb. ;  Mr.  Gillibrand,  Loch 
Awe,  twelve,  51b.  19th,  Mr.  Hill,  Biver  Inver,  twelve,  91b.  Mr. 
Gillibrand,  Biver  Inver,  thirteen,  9|lb.  30th,  Mr.  Cookson,  Loch 
Assynt,  Skeig,  eight,  3|lb. ;  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mid-Assynt,  twelve,  61b. ; 
Mr.  Frost,  West  Assynt,  six,  41b. ;  Mr.  Corstorphine,  Gillaroo, 
three,  21b.;  Mr.  Harris,  Biver  Inver,  ten,  71b.  June  1,  Mr. 
Corstorphine,  Loch  Awe,  eight,  41b. ;  Mr.  Whitehead,  Mid- 
Assynt,  fourteen,  61b. ;  Mr.  Frost  and  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Biver 
Inver,  forty-three,  141b.  5th,  Mr.  Cookson,  Head  AsBynt,  twenty, 
91b ;  Mr.  Harris,  Mid-Assynt,  thirteen,  71b. ;  Mr.  Oakden,  Gillaroo, 
seven,  51b.  7th,  Mr.  Cookson,  Mid-Assynt,  twelve,  61b. ;  Mr. 
Whitehead,  Skeig,  twelve,  71b.;  Mr.  Oakden,  Loch  Assynt,  Ave, 
31b.,  one  grilse,  3^1b. ;  Mr.  Frost  and  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Biver 
Inver,  eighty  trout,  171b.  Mr.  and  Miss  Whitehead,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bartholomew,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frost,  Mr.  Lloyd,  Mr.  Harris,  Mr. 
J.  K.  Young,  and  Mr.  Oakden  are  having  fair  sport  now  at 
Inchnadamph.  Weather  has  been  very  unfavourable  for  fishing, 
but  looks  better,  and  good  baskets  were  got  to-day  (Tuesday). — 
W.  Wallace. 

Kinloch  Bannoch. — From  the  Dunalastair  Hotel  the 
following  gentlemen  took  fine  baskets  of  trout:  2nd,  Bev.  W.  B, 
and  Mrs.  Jacques,  twenty-seven;  Dr.  Fowler,  eleven;  Mr.  Ballin- 
gall,  Dundee,  twelve  ;  Mr.  Davis,  eight ;  Mr.  Wilson,  Glasgow, 
six.  3rd,  Dr.  Fowler, six;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis,  thirty-one;  Bev. 
W.  B.  and  Mrs.  Jacques,  seventeen  ;  Mr.  Ballingall,  eleven  ; 
Mr.  Stewart,  on  river,  one,  of  3£lb.  4th,  Mr.  Lee,  Manchester, 
nine;  Bev.  W.  B.  and  Mrs.  Jacques,  eighteen;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davis,  seventeen ;  Mr.  Ballingall,  seven;  Dr.  Fowler,  nineteen. 
5th,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis,  sixteen;  Bev.  W.  B.  and  Mrs.  Jacques, 
fifteen;  Mr.  Lee,  seventeen ;  Mr.  W.  B.  and  Mr.  W.  Ballingall, 
twenty-four;  Mr.  P.  M.  Bobertson,  Glasgow,  four.  7th,  Bev. 
W.  B.  and  Mrs.  Jacques,  fifteen  ;  Mr.  Lee,  sixteen ;  Mr.  Bobert- 
son, nineteen  ;  Mr.  Wilson,  nine;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ormrod,  eight ; 
Mr.  Ballingall,  thirteen.  8th.  Mr.  Phomphrey,  six;  Mr.  Mid- 
wood,  sixteen;  Bev.  W.  B.  and  Mrs;  Jacques,  thirty-two;  Mrs. 
and  Master Midwood,  twenty-eight;  Mr.  Shelmendise,  six. 

Lochleven  (Kinross). — Saturday  was  the  warmest  day  we 
have  had  this  season.  A  distant  thunderstorm,  however,  cooled 
the  air,  and  on  Monday  the  weather  was  chilly  and  bright,  and 
sport  was  not  so  favourable.  Since  last  report  excellent  fishing 
has  been  obtained  here.  On  Thursday,  Mr.  P.  D.  Malloch,  Perth, 
had  the  second  largest  catch  at  a  club  competition  on  Lochleven. 
He  was  fishing  in  the  Kinross-shire  Club,  and  killed  with  fly 
forty-one  trout,  261b.  5Joz.  Mr.  Malloch  secured  bis  catch  by  casting 
over  rising  fish  in  drifts  between  the  "  Prap  "  and  "  Powmouth." 
His  "taking"  flies  wore  Woodcock  and  Yellow,  Green  Hecham, 
Bed  and  Teal,  and  Bed  Hecham.  Mr.  Malloch  holds  the  record 
prize  basket  of  trout  ever  taken  in  the  loch,  viz.,  sixty-two,  caught 
in  1888.  The  number  of  trout  taken  in  the  Kinross-shire  Club  on 
Tuesday  was  279  to  twenty-four  rods.  Among  private  parties  out 
were  the  following :  Mr.  Lumsden,  Perth,  twenty-five  trout,  181b. ; 
Cant.  Wood  and  Mr.  Balmain,  fifteen  trout,  131b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Dixon 
and  Mr.  Knox,  Glasgow,  twenty  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  J.  Ilardie,  Edin- 
burgh, twenty-five  trout,  181b.  8oz. ;  Mr.  Galloway,  Leith,  eighteen 
trout,  201b.  4oz. ;  Mr.  Bramwell,  Newcastle,  twenty-one  trout, 
191b.;  Mrs.  Laird,  London,  seventeen  trout,  141b.  8oz  ;  Mr.  G.  L. 
Dickin,  London,  fifteen  trout,  131b. ;  Mr.  Bushworth,  Colne, 
thirteen  trout,  131b.  8oz.— Bonklla  Lainq. 

Melvich  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire.)  — On  Juno  1  the 
anglers  at  this  hotel  had  good  sport  sea  fishing,  having  got  a 
large  catch  of  cod  and  saithe.  June  2.  Dr.  Douglas,  on  Loch 
Fheoir,  had  eleven  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Crasgach, 
twenty-three  trout,  11  {lb.  ;  Mr.  McEwen  had  a  large  take  of  sea 
fish.  June  3,  Dr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Ridigil,  Bix  trout,  51b. ;  Mr. 
Douglas,  on  Loch  Baligil,  five  trout,  41b.,  and  a  salmon. 
Mr.  McEwen,  on  Loch  Eglais.  six  trout,  71b. ;  MeaBrs.  Lucas,  121b. 
trout,  on  Loch  Acran.  On  the  4th,  Mr.  Douglas,  on  Loch 
Crasgach,  bad  twenty-Beven  trout,  1311b.  ;  Dr.  Douglas,  on  Loch 
Eglaij,  five  trout,  41b. ;  Mr.  McEwen,  on  Loch  Caoraoh,  fourteen 

I trout,  111b. ;  MessrB.  Randell,  on  Loch  Caol,  one  trout,  2Jlb.,  and 
a  number  of  smaller  onea ;  Mr.  Lucas,  on  Loch  Acran,  fourteen 
trout,  61b.;  Messrs.  Robertson  and  Morrison,  on  Loch  Colbackie, 


had  live  trout,  41b.  These  are  the  first  trout  taken  on  this  loch, 
stocked  a  few  years  ago  with  Loch  Leven  trout.  On  the  7th,  Mr. 
Douglas,  on  Loch  Crasgach,  had  five  trout,  311b.;  and  Dr. 
Douglas,  on  Loch  Baligil,  five  trout,  31b. ;  Mr.  J.  Randell,  on 
Loch  Caorach,  seven  trout,  7ilb.:  and  Mr.  C.  Bandell,  ten  trout, 
61b. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  fine  weather  has  been  con- 
ducive to  sport  in  the  upper  waters,  but  somewhat  against  it 
where  the  shrinkage  of  the  rivers  is  already  being  keenly  enough 
felt.  On  the  lower  I&vercauld  water  Earl  Cairns  and  Lord  Herbert 
Vane  Tempest  have  succeeded  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar,  who, 
during  the  month  of  May,  creeled  eighty-one  fish  to  his  own  rod. 
Lord  Cairns  and  Lord  Vane  Tempest  have  done  well  also,  having 
had  two,  of  fllb.  and  81b. ;  five,  of  61b.,  6.Ub.,  81b.,  81b.,  and  91b.. 
three,  of  61b.,  61b.  and  81b.;  and  one  of  Sib.  On  the  upper  reaches 
Col.  More'.and  landed  one  of  61b.  on  Thursday,  and  one  of  81b.  on 
Saturday.  On  the  Glentana  reaches,  Sir  William  C.  Brooks, 
Bart.,  and  friends  are  having  some  sport  every  day, 
and  especially  so  since  the  last  rise  some  week  or  so  ago. 
On  the  Huntly  Arms  Aboyne  water,  Mr.  Leatham  landed  four 
fish,  scaling  from  51b.  to  91b.  ;  and  Mr.  Watson,  three,  scaling 
71b.,  81b.,  and  91b.  On  the  Castle  waters,  the  Marquis  of  Huntly 
and  friends  have  had  an  excellent  season  all.  through.  On  the 
Kincardine  O'Neil  reacheB,  Mr.  W.  S.  Campbell  creeled  five, 
scaling  from  61b.  to  91b.  On  Carlogie,  Mr.  J.  C.  Haslam  had 
four,  of  71b.,  7Jlb.,  91b.,  and  111b. ;  Mr.  Q.  M.  Kelson,  four,  of  61b., 
61b.,  71b.,  and  91b.;  while  Mr.  McLean  had  one  of  81b.  On 
Borrowstone,  Mr.  Swire  had  seven  fish,  scaling  from  71b.  to  181b. 
On  Woodend,  Mr.  John  Mortimer  creeled  six  of  average  weights ; 
while  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley,  on  Cairnton,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay,  on 
Blackhall  Castle  water,  had  also  very  fair  results  for  the  week. 
Trouting  on  the  Don  is  still  being  prosecuted  with  vigour. 
There  is  a  feeling  abroad  that  the  scarcity  of  big  fish  in  many  of 
the  better  pools  has  arisen  from  a  system  of  systematic  poaching 
which  has  been  openly  carried  on  all.through  the  spring,  save  on 
the  strictly  preserved  and  carefully  watched  waters.  On  the 
Ythan  good  baskets  of  trout  and  flnnock  are  being  made  daily 
both  on  the  Ellon  Castle  water  and  upper  reaches.  On  the  Duff 
Houbo  Deveron  water  the  Duchess  of  Fife  has  been  enjoying  a 
few  days  good  trout  fishing.  The  grilse  season  on  the  east  coast 
is  not  coming  up  to  expectations,  and  the  falling  off  in  the  salmon 
returns  is  giving  considerable  anxiety  both  to  tacksmen  and 
anglers.— G.  M. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  rivers  have  been  in  fair  ply  for  fly 
fishing  since  last  week's  report,  but  the  sport  has  not  shown  much 
improvement.  Salmon  have  been  more  numerous  in  the  Solway 
nets  than  sea  trout  during  the  past  ten  days,  so  that  there  should 
be  some  salmon  up  the  rivers.  Sea  trout  have  been  exceedingly 
scarce  this  season,  and  they  are  scarcely  likely  to  be  any  heavy 
run  now,  when  the  grilse  season  is  about  due  for  the  Solway. 
The  lochs  have  afforded  improved  sport,  and  many  capital  baskets 
of  yellow  trout  have  been  secured  since  my  last  report.  To-day 
(Wednesday)  the  rivers  are  getting  low  again,  and  by  Saturday 
they  will  be  as  low  as  before  the  rain.  By  the  middle  of  the 
month  the  first  of  the  herling  should  be  due  in  the  Annan,  which 
is  generally  considered  the  earliest  and  best  river  of  the  Solway 
for  these  little  trout.  The  following  is  a  note  of  the  sport.  The 
Annan. — Last  week-end,  Mr.  Thorburn,  schoolmaster,  Bryde- 
kirk,  killed  a  small  sea  trout,  with  worm  bait,  in  the  Mount 
Annan  water.  Mr.  Pasley-Dirom's  keeper,  Andrew  Bell,  had  a 
brace,  weighing  about  21b.  each,  as  well  as  a  number  of  yellow 
trout.  An  odd  sea  trout  has  been  caught  in  Hoddom  water 
besides  some  yellow  trout.  In  ths  higher  waters  around 
Wamphray  some  pretty  fair  sport  has  been  obtained.  Mr. 
Julias  Nabole,  a  visitor,  had  some  very  fine  little  trout  near 
the  Moffat  waters  of  the  Annan,  and  sever U  others  have  done 
fairly  well.  The  Nith. — The  lower  reaches  have  not  fished  at  all 
well,  but  in  the  higher  waters  of  Thornhill  and  up  to  below 
Sanquhar  the  sport  has  been  fair  among  yellow  trout.  The 
tributary  (the  Cairn)  has  also  done  very  well  towards  evening, 
a  number  of  rods  having  fair  sport.  The  Galloway  Waters. — 
Angling  has  been  very  qniet  in  this  district,  and  nothing  beyond 
half  a  dozen  or  so  of  yellow  trout  are  reported  as  the  best  basket. 
Waters  running  low  again.  Ayrshire  Rivers  and  Lochs. — 
Angling  on  the  lochs  shows  still  further  improvement  since  last 
week's  notes.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Millar  and  Young  killed  thirty- 
four  yellow  trout  on  Loch  Doon.  The  day  was  rather  bright, 
and  although  fish  rose  pretty  freely,  they  came  short,  and  were 
difficnlt  to  hook.  Mr.  R.  A.  Hill  caught  thirty-six,  weighing 
71b.  14oz.  Mr.  George  Thomson  fished  Loch  Doon,  and  landed 
thirty-two,  weighing  6ilb.  Messrs.  J.  McGeegan,  A.  Millar,  and 
W.  McWherter  had  over  twenty  yellow  trout  each,  whilo  a 
number  of  other  rods  had  similar  numbers. — Heathkrbell. 
Spey.— Salmon  are  still  scarce,  but  yellow  and  sea  trout  are 
'  plentiful.  From  the  Wester  Elchies  water,  on  Thursday,  Dr. 
Corrie,  Dufftown,  landed  a  salmon  of  6Ub. ,  and  a  splendid  basket 
of  sea  and  yellow  trout.  From  the  same  water,  on  Friday,  the 
Hon.  Lord  Justice  Smith,  of  Wester  Elchies,  had  one  of  111b.,  and 
a  grilse  of  2Jlb. ;  and  on  this  day  week  a  salmon  of  111b.  On  the 
Carron  water,  on  the  same  day,  Sir.  J.  Ford  had  a  beauty  of  121b.  ; 
while  on  the  Laggan  water,  on  Wednesday,  Dr.  Cameron, 
Glenlivet,  killed  one  of  111b. ;  on  Thursday,  one  of  91b. ;  and  on 
this  day  week,  two,  of  71b.  and  13Pb.  Mr.  Shand,  fishing  on  the 
Knockando  House  water  on  Thursday,  killed  one  of  10|lb. ;  and 
Mr.  GreaveB,  Craigellachie,  on  the  Aberlour  water,  one  of  111b. — 
J.  M. 

Taychreggan  Hotel  (Lochawe).— Messrs.  Clegg,  Salt, 
Malley,  Leitlie,  McDonald,  McArthur,  and  Major  Alston  have 
enjoyed  the  best  sport  of  the  season,  so  far,  during  the  past  week, 
on  Lochawe  and  the  hill  lochs  adjacent.  The  average  basket  on 
Lochawe  has  been  twenty  trout  per  rod  per  day,  giving  an  average 
weight  of  close  on  41b. ;  while  the  hill  lochs  have  yielded  an 
average  of  over  two  dozen  trout  per  rod  per  day,  running  three  tu 
the  lb.,  with  an  occasional  fish  lib.  A  salmon  was  hooked  by  Mr. 
Craig,  and  after  half  an  hour's  play  the  lino  gave  way,  and  so  tho 
fish  was  lost.  Salmon  are  now  showing,  though  few  have  been 
taken. — W.  J.  Cameron. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  May  25,  Major  May,  of 
Ollerton,  had  eleven  trout,  weighing  51b.,  on  Loch  Craggic. 
On  the  26th  he  had  three  sea  trout,  weighing  71b.,  on  the  Kyle  of 
Tongue.  On  the  27th,  tho  same  gentleman  had  a  salmon  of  81b  , 
and  nine  trout  on  the  Borgie  river.  On  the  28th,  Major  May,  on 
the  Kyle,  had  two  soa  trout,  weighing  41b.  On  the  29th,  on  Loch- 
na-Nacoin,  ho  had  nine  trout.  On  June  1,  Mr.  Ilollins  and  Mr.  C. 
Hollins,  of  Mansfield,  on  Loch  Slam,  had  fourteen  trout.  On  the 
3rd,  the  Messrs.  Hollins  had  six  sea  trout  on  tho  Kyle,  weighing 
8^1b.  On  June  4,  General.Whigham  and  Capt.  Scott,  of  London, 
on  tho  Kyle,  had  three  sea  trout,  weighing  "lb.  On  June  5,  they 
had  two  sea  trout,  weighing  21b  ,  on  the  Kyle.  On  the  8th,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spicer,  on  the  Kylo,  had  five  soa  trout,  weighing  741b. ; 
and  on  tho  same  date  Mr.  Hollins,  on  tho  Borgie,  had  a  salmon  of 
741b.— J.  F. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  &c. — Various  rivers  have  boen  running 
very  low  and  clear,  and  bel  )w  Kolso  Bridge  large  islands  of  gravel 
and  sand  arc  again  to  be  seen.  Salmon  angling  is  all  hut  a  dead 
letter  at  present,  although  an  odd  fish  is  got  hero  and  there,  when 
the  conditions  to  fish  for  them  aro  favourable.  Very  many 
angling  club  competitions  are  just  being  brought  off.  On  the 
Makerstoun  salmon  fastnesses,  Monday,  Mr.  Lucas  had  a  salmon 
of  141b.  On  the  Tweed,  William  Thompson  had  61b.  of  nice 
trout,  and  another  day  a  basket  of  similar  weight.  Mr. 
William  Barff  killed  two  dishes  of  trout,  of  lib.  and  51b,  On 
the  Teviot,  takes  havo  on  the  whole  been  poor  as  a  rule,  ranging 
from  21b.  up  to  a  Jib .  On  the  Bowmont,  Kale,  and  other  surround^ 
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lug  streams,  on  Saturday  lust,  tho  Morebattle  Club  held  their 
annual  competition.  Tho  first  six  winners  were:  First,  T 
Kennedy,  121b.  fljoz. ;  second,  A.  Ilawkins,  !)lb.  12oz.;  third,  A 
Armstrong,  :»lb.  4oz. ;  fourth.  T.  Cairns,  81b.  6\oz.;  fifth,  II 
Fox,  jun.,  71b.  14oz.;  sixth,  J.  Hewitson,  71b.  1-ioz.  Amongst 
ether  takes  got  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  during  the  past 
week  were:  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  vice-man,  Kelso  KKb  ■ 
Mr.  Charles  Farquharson,  Kelso,  had  two  baskets,  or  51b  arid 
41b.;  Mr.  J.  Adamson,  4Ub.;  Mr.  Mabon,  41b.;  Mr.  J  Prinze 
;:jlb. ;  Mr.  Ci.  Bobson,  3Hb.  The  Galashiels  Club  had  their 
summer  competition,  and  on  Saturday  nine  baskets  were  pre- 
sented for  weighing.  First,  James  Mitchell,  81b.  9oz. ;  second 
Thomas  Fraser  71b.  Ooz. ;  third  Angus  Campbell,  51b.  lOoz. ; 
f°urt,h-  ;,ames  Flem>ng,  fifth,  John  Gray,  4ilb.;  sixth 

Charles  Massie,  41b.  7oz.  On  the  Whitadder,  on  Saturday  last 
the  Edinburgh  Spread  Eagle  Club  had  their  competition 
Winners :  First,  D.  Parves,  SJlb.  ;  second,  A.  Ferguson ;  third, 
J.  Eagle;  fourth,  B.  Bankshaw.  The  Preston  Club  also 
held  their  competition  on  the  same  stream,  the  first 
six  winners  being:  First,  John  Inglis,  GHb. ;  second,  Alexander 
Lawrie;  third,  James  Broomfleld ;  fourth,  David  Paxton  • 
fifth,  George  Dippie,  jun,;  sixth,  Wm.  Inglis.  Chirnside  Club 
competition,  on  Whitadder.  "Winners:  First,  John  Ainslie 
111b.  2oz.  (heaviest  dozen  01b.  4oz.);  second,  David  Ainslie  111b' 
(heaviest  dozen,  61b.  Hoz.);  third,  Thomas  Ainslie,  41b  3oz  ■' 
fourth,  A.  MeBain,  2ilb.  At  another  fishing,  John  and  David 
Ainslie,  with  worm,  had  91b.  between  them,  two  of  their  trout 
scaling  lilb.ea-.-b.  and  one  lib.  Longformacus  Club  competition 
Winners:  First,  William  Erskine,  111b.  13oz. ;  second  R  Wight 
i,lb;  1US,z':T,,b'.rd'  G'  Laudel'.  5ilb. ;  fourth,  A.  Erskine,  41b.  loioz 
fifth,  T.  Rodgers,  41b.  3oz.;  sixth,  William  Anderson,  41b  • 
ssventh,  E.  Playfair,  31b.  13oz. ;  heaviest  dozen,  E.  Lisle' 
dlb.  l5-oz.  Berwick  Anglers'  Club,  on  Whitadder.  Winners- 
First,  James  L.  Grey  (gold  medal),  4ilb.;  J.  Herriot,  21b  loz — 
Maxwueel.  ' 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Blackwater  (CO.  Cork).— Salmon  fishing  still  continues 
good,  although  the  river  is  rapidly  falling  away.  Grilse  are  run- 
ning in  good  numbers.  On  Mocollop  H.  T.  Mills  has  had  good 
sport.  On  the  Ballyduff  fishery  Jerry  Sullivan  landed  two  beauties, 
281b.  and  131b.,  on  the  4th  iast. ;  Mr.  S.  Haynes,  one  grilse,  41b. 
B.  C.  R.  Lanner,  12th  Lancers,  had  good  sport  with  the  trout,  flsh- 
i  ig  in  the  evenings  with  flies  (Bails).— W.  Haynes  and  Son 

Caragh  Lake  (Caragh).— Fishing  during  past  week  has 
been  good  on  the  upper  waters.  Mr.  Colin,  May  1,  salmon,  8-Ub  • 
2nd  June,  Surg.-Col.  Eahilly,  one  peal,  61b.;  3rd.,  one  peal  41b"- 
5th,  one  peal,  tiHb.;  6th,  one  peal,  3±lb.  Trout  fishing  has 
improved.  Mr.  Gill,  at  Southern  Hotel,  had  nice  takes  from  one 
dozen  to  one  and  a  half  dozen  per  day.    Other  anglers  have  been 

equally  fortunate.    White  trout  are  now  running.  G  C 

^  Coppal  Lake  (co.  Kerry).— Brown  trout  anglers  had  good 
sport  from  the  banks  in  the  evenings  after  6  p.m.  White  trout 
are  still  arriving  very  slowly  and  irregularly,  owing  to  the  outlet 
irom  the  lake  running  frequently  low —T  J  D  " 

Corrib  (Oalway  City).— The  Corrib  is  in  fine  order  for 
salmon  fishing,  and  pretty  fair  sport  was  had  latterly  from  the 
platform  and  other  stands.  Since  last  report,  Mr  N  Cohen 
killed  six  salmon,  from  131b.  to  171b.,  and  three  peal  -  Mr  W 
Townsend,  five  fish  and  several  peal ;  Col.  Eyre  Coote,  three 
salmon  and  peal ;  Mr.  E.  Townsend,  four  salmon ;  while  Mr 
AVGa™2n«  •  Warren-  and  Commander  Gaw,  E.N.,  had  several' 
fish.  The  river  is  well  stockod  with  fish,  and  summer  fishing  is 
now  well  assurel. — T.  A.  B. 

,-Erne-T°,Q  -he  Erae<  the  Eey-  w-  H-  H°'e  took  one  salmon,  of 
Lib.,  on  3rd  inst.,  and  a  grilse  of  61b.  on  4th  inst.  Sir  Wm 
Williams  took  oae  grilse,  of  71b..  on  4th  inst.  Mr  John 
Thomson  took  one  grilse,  of  71b.,  on  4tb  inBt.  Mr.  Thomson  also 
landed  a  beautiful  brown  trout,  weighing  91b.,  on  3rd  inst  ■  this 
trout  was  caught  on  a  salmon  fly.  Mr.  Dugmore  landed  one 
grilse,  of /lb  ,  on  7th  inst.;  and  the  Eev.  W.  H.  Hole  one  of  81b 
on  same  day.  Mr.  J.  Thomson  took  one  grilse,  of  81b.,  on  7th 
inst.— M.  Bog  an  and  Sons.  . 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— This  river  is  too  low  for  successful 
salmon  angling.  Trout  anglers  have  done  fairly  well  in  the  late 
evenings.    White  trout  are  now  numerous.  T.  J.  D. 

Killarney.— No  salmon  have  been  had  on  the'  lakes  since  last 
report,  but  on  the  Liune  and  other  rivers  a  few  have  been  had 
and  some  peal.  Trouting  continues  good  on  all  the  lakes,  but  it 
has  been  confined  to  brown  trout.—  T.  J.  D. 
.3L^e1-(,?°;  <*>>*)•— Salmon  fishing  has '  practically  been  at  a 
■standstill  for  the  past  fortnight,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the 
water  and  bright  sunshine  every  day.  After  the  heavy  rain  of 
yesterday  (Tuesday)  some  sport  may  with  confidence  be  looked 
forward  to  for  next  week.  On  Firville  water,  Mr.  F  Barrv  and 
party,  June  1,  91b.,  Gib.,  441b. ;  2nd,  91b.,  641b.,  31b  ■  3rd  7Mb 
fijlb.  The  following  also  had  flsh  :  H.  O'Neill  S  'Haynes  j' 
O'Donnell,  JJtfcAuliff,  and  M.  Murphy.— W.  Ha'ynes  and  Son' 

lough  Currane  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).-Salmon 
have  been  rising  well  on  a  couple  of  days,  but  sport  among  those 
fish  has  declined  during  the  last  few  days.  The  white  trout  are 
now  coming  up  m  very  good  numbers,  and  on  Sunday  several 
large  contingents  were  seen  passing  up  by  anglers  and  others 
from  the  bridge.  Some  twenty  white  trout  were  had  since  last 
report  by  gentlemen  out  from  the  hotels,  in  addition  to  good 
baskets  of  brown  trout.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  great 
improvement  in  the  angling  henceforward,  as  the  seine  boats 
have  been  taken  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  T  J  D 

Lough.  Mask  (Clonbur,  co  Galway).-'i'he  lough  and 
its  tributaries  are  in  giand  order.  This  week  bags  of  from  191b 
to  261b  of 'brown  trout  were  made  daily  by  rods  out  from  Mount 
Gable  Hotel,  some  of  the  trout  weighing  up  to  51b —J  A  B 

L°U&1J  ;£?elv\?'-0n  .this  la,ke  Mr-  H-  Gallagher  took  one 
salmon  of  81b.  on  the  3rd  inst. ;  Mr.  W.  P.  took  two  grilHe  of  41b 

a.1d  'ab^      thoe  6}hl ;  Mr',P-  Ward  t00k  one  «a'n>on  of  mi  on  the 
-th;  and  Mr.  Bodgers  took  one  grilse  cf  51b.  on  the  same  day. 

Moy  and  Lough  Conn  (Ballina.  co.  Mayo). -Weather 
very  sultry;  several  days  no  wind;  river  is  a  good  height  for 
gr.  se  flshiDg.  Mr.  Porter,  two  grilse,  81b.;  Mr.  Foster  three 
grilse,  13  b.;  Mr.  S.  Storker,  four  grilse,  151b. ;  Eev.  0.  Pole,  two 
grilse,  101b.,  one  sa  mon,  Ulb.;  Mr.  Livingston,  one  grilse,  41b  • 
the  manager  of  the  Impeiial  Hotel,  one  salmon,  121b.  The  flshine 
has  fallen  off  on  the  lough  for  the  past  week,  trout  rising  badly 
and  only  a  few  grilse  were  got  among  thirty  or  forty  boats.  Eev 
H.  H.  England  and  Messrs.  Ernest  George  Kempsey,  in  short 

llffb.-PAT  IlKyA"RNEStr0Ut'  U*«M  ^     ^  ^ ^  K 

North  Kerry  Rivers.-Sport  has  shown  much  improvement 
on  all  these  rivers  lately,  notably  on  the  Feale,  Gale,  Smerla  -h 
and  Cashen.  All  these  waters  appear  to  be  better  preserved  than 
formerly,  and  but  very  little  illegal  fishing  is  carried  on  -T  i  n 

Shannon  and  Lough  Berg  (Killaloe).— For  the  last 
twenty  I. our. .soft,  refreshing  raiifhas  been  Falling  a  f,e!,uen 
intervals,  which  we  hope  will  still  further  improve  angling 
following  are.  the  captures  this  week  :  June  2,  Mr.  Woodroofe,  on 
Mr.  W  Youngs  water,  throe  grilse,  91b.,  4*lb.,  2ilb  Vr 
Eeynardson,  on  same  water,  one  salmon,  HIb. ;  Major  John  1' 
Traherne,  on  his  preserves,  one  grilse,  Sb..  Mr.  C.  Wright  on 
free  water,  throe  gr  so,  81b  7 Jib  r,i\h  ■  m  ih„  L.lli - u'\on 
Mr.  Wright  killed  on  the  lake  fl'v^trou,  5Hb  ^jT'-flb* 
I  ^M^W   V;r<1'   ^    Tr,fl'",rne'    tW0  M Vtoi  lb 

4th,  Mr.  W.  Young,  three  grilse,  61b.,  61b.,  41b  •  Mr  0  WrtAt 
two  grilse,  91b. ,  6*lb.  5th  Mr.  Wright,  three  grilse,  Mlfc,  Sb" 
,/lb.    fcth,  one  salmon,  101b.,  one  grilse,  41b. ;  Mr  W  Young's 


men,  three  grilse,  61b.,  Gib.,  51b.  7th,  Mr.  W.  Young,  two 
grilse,  8Jlb.,  «41b. ;  Mr.  Wright,  two  grilse,  81b.  and  71b.  8th  Mr 
W.  \  oung  s  men,  live  grilse,  (ijlb.,  41b.,  311b.,  3jlb.,  21b. ;  Mr  W 
Young,  one  grilse,  61b.  ;  Mr.  A.  P.  Thornley,  one  grilse.  Mr. 
JLhornley  has  also  killed  on  the  lake  some  nice  dishes  of  trout. 
JJ.  wus  bas  killed  on  the  free  water  this  week  twenty-three  grilse. 
i>  ish  are  ascending  in  large  numbers.— S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).-On  Doonass,  the  fishermen 
o  Sd',ird'  V'Tf6  PcaI'  21b -  m-<  51b-  0"  the  same  water,  Mr. 
K  B.  West  killed,  5ih,  one  peal,  4Jlb. ;  8th,  one  salmon,  161b  • 
.t.b,  one  peal,  21b.  On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed,  2nd 
one  salmon,  161b  ;  5th,  one  peal,  61b.;  8th,  one  peal,  31b.  On 
Woodlands,  Mr.  J.  Henderson  killed,  2nd,  one  peal,  51b  On 
Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswick  killed,  2nd,  one  salmon,  12flb 
and  one  peal,  61b  ;  4th,  two  peal,  SJlb.  and  51b.  On  the  Worlds- 
end,  Mr.  E.  1.  Ingham  killed,  5th,  one  salmon,  2411b. —  John 
Enright  and  Son.  2 

Tyrone  Bivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Blackwater  rose  a 
tew  inches  this  week,  with  a  little  improvement  in  angling  No 
salmon  have  been  seen  in  either  stream  yet.  Fishing  has  been 
dull  on  the  Mourne  since  this  month  came  in.  Salmon  are  on  its 
lowest  reaches.— J.  A.  B. 

U„pp?rt  L*ke?  (WaterviUe.  co.  Kerry).— Sport  is  still 
confined  to  brown  trout  on  these  waters,  the  white  trout  not 
having  yet  arrived  in  anything  like  sufficient  numbers  to  afford 
any  sport.  On  Loughnabricdarrig  brown  trout  anglers  continue 
to  do  well. — T.  J.  D. 

Waterville  River.— Salmon  continue  to  come  up  in  good 
numbers  for  this  season  of  the  year.  On  Friday  last  fifty  were 
bad  at  the  weir  on  the  river.  Peal  are  now  coming  up  in  better 
numbers,  while  white  or  sea  trout  are  now  arriving  in  large  con- 
tingents.— T.  J.  D. 

SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— Good  sport  was  had  with  pollack  between 
Horse  Island  and  Bolus  Head,  and  also  off  the  Cable  Station, 
the  takes  varied  from  twenty  to  thirty-flve  flsh  to  each  rod  or 
nand-lme  daily.    A  few  bass  were  had  by  pollack  Ushers.— 

Darrynane.— Sport  at  sea  angling  continues  good.  Pollack 
ana  cod  are  very  numerous  at  present,  and  anglers  out  after  those 
nsh  nave  met  with  much  success.  Bottom  fishing  has  yielded 
tine  sport  at  gurnard,  whiting,  and  bream. — T.  J.  D. 

Powey  (Cornwall)  —Boat  anglers  have  had  excellent  sport 
ciuring  the  past  week,  and  good  catches  of  whiting,  <fcc,  have 
been  made  Fish  abundant.  Weather  fine.  Many  visitors  have 
arrived. — -H. 

Heme  Bay.— Very  good  catch  of  eels  on  Monday;  Tues- 
day strong  east  wind ;  to-day  (Wednesday)  no  boats  fishing,  but 
weather  finer. — E.  F.  Wheeler. 

•„,I>lynToutn,— Sea  Ashing  of  all  kinds  is  now  in  full  swing 
1  he  pollack  are  very  plentiful  at  ihe  Winter  Shoal,  at  the  Leek 
beds,  near  the  Duke  Bock,  and  also  at  the  back  of  Drake's 
island.  Some  very  fine  ones  have  been  caught  around  Bedding 
±;oint,  and  outside  the  east  and  west  beds  of  the  breakwater,  and 
they  require  twisted  gut  to  hold  them.  A  friend  has  just  been  in 
who  caught  some  very  fine  ones  outBide  the  Mewstone.  There 
were  some  amongst  the  catch  81b.  and  101b.  in  weight.  The 
mackerel  seem  to  be  holding  off  a  little  bit,  and  not  coming  yet  in 
the  bay.  Some  grand  sport  will  be  had  when  they  do;  it  is  no 
uncommon  thing  to  see  about  100  boats  in  the  early  morning 
sailing  and  pulling  about  in  the  bay,  and  each  and  every  one 
having  good  sport.  The  rig  generally  used  is  a  twenty  fathom 
ime,  a  double  taper  sinker  (varying  in  weight  from  Soz.  to  21b.  or 
3lb  according  to  the  speed  which  you  are  going),  two  or  three 
fathoms  of  fine  snood,  a  gut  trace,  and  spinner,  taking  care  to 
insert  a  swivel  between  the  snood  and  gut.  Whiting  and  pouting 
have  now  appeared  in  numbers  in  the  various  pits  in  the  Sound 
and  yesterday  I  watched  a  lot  of  people  in  boats  pulling  them  up 
as  fast  as  they  could,  very  often  two  at  a  time.  The  usual  pier 
fishing  from  Turnchapel  batten,  piomenade,  and  Millbay  Pier  is 

fl0*1^  sport  for  the  Iand  fishermen.— William  Hearder 
(d.o.A.S.). 

Southampton.— There  is  plenty  of  dab  fishing  here  just  now, 
with  a  fair  amount  of  pouting  and  eels.  Some  fine  bass  may  be 
had  by  trolling  with  the  Baby  Spinner  on  the  Hamble  river. 
Messrs.  Arthur,  Watling  sen.  and  jun.,  had  some  rare  sport  last 
week.  Bait  fairly  plentiful  as  regards  rag  and  lug  worms ;  but 
solt  back  crab  is  scarce.— C.  McPherson. 

Waterville.— Sea  angling  is  now  in  full  swing  at  this  station. 
On  Saturday  Messrs.  Mulcch  and  Herbert  had  a  score  of  fine  pollack 
A  party  of  four  amateurs  (Messrs.  Armstrong,  Keen,  Smiih,  and 
Musgrave)  caught  107  gurnard,  125  whiting,  and  45  miscellaneous 
fish  inabout  six  hours  in  the  small  bay  and  around  the  Hog.— 


Jingling  ^ixtuxts 

June  13.  — — 

Original  Alexandra :  Annual  dinner. 
June  14 

Central  Association  :  Delegate  meeting. 
June  15. 

Daleton  :  Visit. 
J ubilce  ;  Annual  dinner. 
Second  Surrey :  Visit. 
Stratford  ;  Concert  and  distribution. 
June  16. 
Brompton  :  Concert  and  distribution. 
I/.aak  Walton  :  Match  at  Burnt  Mill. 
Walthamstow  Brothers  :  Distribution  and  concert. 
Western  Piscatorials  :  Annual  dinner. 
West  Newington  :  Distribution  and  concert. 
June  17. 

West  London  :  Annual  dinner. 

June  20.— 


20. 
20. 

20. 
20. 
20. 
20. 
20. 
20. 
20, 
20. 

22. 
22.- 
25. 
27.- 
27.- 
27.. 
20.- 


-Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 
-Clissold:  Prize  outing,   concert,  and  distri- 
bution. 

-(•lobe:  Match  at  Amberley. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
-Lincoln  :  Outing  to  Amborloy. 
-Mr.  Bldridge's  A.B.S.  competition. 
-Phoonix :  Brake  outing. 
-Queen's  Piscatorials :  Competition  at  Langley. 
-Rose  and  Crown  :  Outing  to  Langley. 
-West  Ham    Brothers  :    Match  at  Hatfield 
I'overel. 

-Jiattersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 
-North  London :  Match. 
-Battorsea  United  :  Visit. 
-Allason  United  :  Match  at  Langley. 
-Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Oxbridge. 
-Hearts  of  Oak:  Match. 
-Hoxton  Brothers :  Distribution. 
-Serapis :  Annual  dinner. 


Eeyarts  from  Clubs 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to', 
ensure  insertion)  jnust  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning1.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
nrst  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette.  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London  " 
marked  '  Club  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

r- 4-ngri,ers'  Association,  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerken well- road, 
t^  —  Ihe  monthly  finance  committee  meeting  will  take  place  on-1 
Monday  evening  next,  June  14,  at  7.30,  renting  and  preservation 
at  8  .JO,  and  general  committee  at  <J  o'clock.— R.  Ghurnet. 

Anglers'  Association.— Important  Notice  — The  Anglers' 
Association  have  rented  two  other  fisheries,  viz.,  North  Wav- 
lands  Farm,  Esher,  River  Mole  and  Bvfleet,  River  Wey.  about  •( 
one  mile  from  Weybridge  Station.— R.  Ghueney. 

Anglers'  Association  (Eastern  District,  No.  1)  —The  I 
next  return  visit  on  the  above  will  be  to  the  Dalston  A  S   Brown-  ' 
low  Arms,  Brownlow-street,  Dalston,  on  Tuesday  next,  Juno  15  J 
when  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  good  attendance  from  all  clubs  on 
the  above  list. — G.  Manning. 

Albion  Brothers  Ang-ling  Sooiety,  The  '  Albion,  1 
Laureston-road,  South  Hackney.— We  had  our  supper  and  dis- 
tribution of  prizes  on  Thursday,  June  3.  The  supper  put  on  by  i 
Mr.  Mignot,  of  Graham-road,  Hackney,  was  first  class.  The 
prizes  were  presented  to  the  successful  members.  A  good  list 
booked  for  the  coming  season.  A  few  songs  and  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chairman  closed  a  pleasant  evening. — H.  Haines 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Sussex,  Uxbndge-street,  Notting  Hilf  Gate.— We  had  a  good 
muster  on  June  9.   Our  first  match  takes  place  on  June '-'7,  in 
A..  A  waters,  between  Langley  and  Slough.   Membsrs  can  leave  3 
by  the  12.8  a.m.  (midnight)  from  Westbourne  Park  (G.WR. 
station).   The  match  will  be  a  pegged-down,  and  Messrs.  F.  ' 
lirown  and  G.  Prouten  will  act  as  stewards.   Further  particulars 
V  ne„xt; weekly  meeting.    Those  requiring  privilege  tickets  and  : 
a. u.b.  tickets  will  please  send  for  them  without  delay.— Ben- 
Abrahams.  , 

n,,?^****8?8,  ^endlycfa^lln?  Society.  Queen's  Hotel, 

Queen  s-road,  Battersea,  S.W.-A  Jubilee  open  roving  sweep- 

of,a?es  ™*!?h  ,YlU  take  l)Iace  on  June  22-   Entries  close  on  the  ' 
Aitb.    Will  all  members  please  attend  next  Tuesday  to  receive 
their  privilege  tidkets ?— A.  T.  i 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Sooiety,  The 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Cambridge  WtE.-Next  Tuesday 
being  annual  general  meeting  night,  all  members  are  requested  to 
attend.  Members  who  have  promised  prizes  should  kindlv 
torwarti  them  on  at  their  earliest  convenience,  as  our  distribution 
takes  place  on  Monday,  June21.— R.  Hobbard 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Victory,  Clarence-road,  N.W  - 
We  had  a  large  muster  and  made  two  new  members,  Messrs.  j 
Whipps  and  Harding    Wo  sent  a  further  contribution  of  (is.  to 
the  i-nnce  of  Wales  Hospital  Fund,  making  £1  10s.  in  all    Mr  i 
btanton  gave  two  good  prizes  to  bj  fished  for  — E  Bo.xai  I 
R£tn.n,lnf  nOWn  A£fflljMr  Society,  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 
Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  £.-Membeis  who  are  eligible  can 
have  their  privilege  tickets  on  next  meeting  night,  June  111    If  1 
they  want  for  use  on  Wednesday,  the  lKth,  please  apply  at  the  j 

^6Kary  Sna^dreS9'  Mr'  F'  Co°Per  was  elected  aP  working  ! 
member. — O.  Jones.  1 

w»0£?  f118^1??  Society.  The  Plough,  Rochester-road,  j 
Westminster,  S.W.-Our  distribution  of  prizes  on  the  !>th  inst  1 

T.irZ?  sTeSSff-    MT'  °t-  Keene'  (?ueen'8  Pi^atorials,  was  1 

chairman.    Several  good  prizes  were  promised  for  the  forth-  I 

coming  season.   Wednesday  next  will  be  quarterly  night,  when  . 

we  have  some  important  business  to  transact.  J  White  1 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apoilo,  tfll 

Saints-road  Westbourne  Park—On  June  27  our  first  match  o  3 

RrM™Tnthak2?  P'^ca.1  Uxbridge,  from  the  Swan  and  Bottle  1 
Bridge  to  the  Shovel  Bridge;   all  start  by  the  8.40  train  from 

Padamgton.— W.  Jenkins.  j 

H^»Ul         Waltonian<»,  Ang-ling  Society,  East  Dulwich  \ 

Hotel,  Goose-green.-To  celebrate  the  opening  of  the  season  we  j 
hold  a  grand .  smoking  concert  next  Tuesday,  June  15,  at  7  :;o  Mr 

ihH^  PF<\ IIbe'ntJ"?  c^air,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Simpson  in  J 

the  vice.  All  anglmg  friends  will  be  heartily  welcome.  The  club  1 
will  take  the  opportunity  of  presenting  a  testimonial  to  the 

honorary  secretary.                                                        "  1 

nSiX%-  an,d  .Tr£e,  AnSling  Society. -Prinee  George, 

Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.  -  Some  important  business  wVs 
transacted  last  meeting  night.    Mr.  A.  Gunn  having  resigned  as  J 
secretary,  Mr.  T.  Rosser  has  become  our  honorary  secretary 
Anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  will  be  heartily  welcomed  by  ttio 
members  of  the  above  society  and  can  receive  all  particulars  at  j 
itneth\brv:ntag8lTnyRrI.SERe8<{ay  ni«ht' between  nine  and  eleven  j 
Globe  Ang-ling-  Society,  Earl  Russell,  Isledon-road  N  —  1 
A  special  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday,  June  14  'to  1 
arrange  prize  list,  when  all  members  are  requested  to  atlsnd    Wa  1 
compete  at  Amberley  on  the  20th  for  four  prizes.— W  Lawri-  ni-k 
n,°h0l-ne,>Bar^e\An«line  Society,  West  Lonto,  Trade  ' 
t  ,„V  '  H°wland:8Veet'  w-we  made  three  new  members  on  1 
luesday,  and  one  is  to  come  up  for  election  next  Tuesday   There  1 
issti  lroom  for  a  few  more.    Will  members  requiring  privilege  ] 
ickets  please  give  in  their  names  on  Tuesday  y    Jubilee  DiV  1 
being  a  Bank  Holiday,  flsh  weighed-in  on  that  day  will  count  X  I 
hough  caught  on  a  Sunday.  I  have  throe  prizes  for  that  day,  and 
if  members  would  like  to  add  to  the  number,  I  shall  be  glad  to 
sec  them  on  Tuesday. — B.  Lawkord.  s 

Hearts  of  Oak  Ang-ling-  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown,  Brlck- 
lano,  Bethnal  Oreen.-Our  first  outing,  pegged-down  tikes 
place  on  June  27,  at  Harlow.  Hoping  til  inSers  wni  make 
themselves  ehgible  to  compete,  as  we  have  some  good  pri"es  to  ; 

take  place  on  Tuesday,  June  21),  and  the  annual  dinner  on  July  17 
at  tho  Railway  Tavern,  St.  Margaret's.  N.B.-Mombers  who 
p^-T'cn^^."'  kiDdly  '°»™»  as  soon  a. 

r„n^h  fft0n  Br°fhers  AnSr"ng-  Society,  Myddleton  Arms, 

Oanonbury-road.-Weniet  on  Tuesday  last,  Air.  Helchor  in  ho 
°        vher,  the  m.nutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  con  1 
Hi med,  and  two  members  proposed.    1  hope  mcmbors  will  attend  " 
on  1  ucsdiiynext,  and  lot  mo  know  when  thev  intend  taking  up  the 
new  privilege  tickets,  as  they  aro  now  ready. — J.  II  in  .-miner 

Izaak  Walton  Ang-ling  Society,  Old  King  John  s  Uead 
Mansfield-street,  KingseTind-i-oad.-Tbo  menibcrs  will  coinpetelor 
three  special  prlzos  on  Wednesday  next,  June  lfi,  „n  tho  Siort 
between  Burnt  Mill  and  SiiwI.rUlgeworlh;  nil  competitors  to  llsli 
from  he  towing  path.  There  aro  lour  specials  t<>  be  fished  for  on 
Juno  20  , it  \  aiding.  Privilego  tickets  for  .»■•  ,m-umK  season  are 
now  ready,  and  can  be  had  at  the  clubhouse  any  ovonln/r  -II  B  ' 

tea  Brothers   Angling  Society,   Cricketers'  Hotel,  J 
Clarence-road,  Clapton.— The  distribul  ion  ol  prizes  will  take  place 
on  June  III.    Four  now  honorary  and  one  working  member  wore 
enrolled  on  luesday.    (lood  prospects  lor  next  season   also  a  I 

WmPIH v  K  d  'ilte  'l  'UW  "'0''°  w,'rki"«  '"embers  to  join. 
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Liverpool  Angling  Association.— Our  outing  on  Bank 
Holiday  to  the  Reservoir  at  Pen-y-Cae,  and  the  Dee,  near  Ruabon, 
was  completely  spoiled  by  the  weather.  In  the  forenoon  the 
atmosphere  was  close  and  murky,  and  it  was  evident  that 
thunder  was  in  the  air.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  heavy  rain, 
and  it  went  very  cold.  The  small  Dark  Drake  was  pretty  thick 
on  the  reservoir,  and  the  big  trout  were  taking  them  as  fast  as 
thev  emerged  from  their  ttlmy  covering  and  fluttered  on  the 
surface  The  fish  would  not  notice  the  artificial,  nor  would 
worm  or  minnow  tempt  them,  and  so  the  day,  as  regards  this 
water,  was  a  blank.  A.  few  small  trout  were  had  from  the  Dee, 
but  the  whole  thing  was  most  distinctly  a  failure.  There  is 
nothing  particular  to  record,  at  least,  nothing  has  come  to  my 
knowledge,  though  I  believe  one  of  onr  members  did  well 
KeBwick  way.— Ed.  WoOLFALL.  . 

Maldon  and  Heybridge  Angling  Society,  Wlnte  Lion, 
Fullbridge,  Maldon.— The  committee  meeting  will  be  held  on 
Wednesday,  June  1G,  8.30  p.m.,  when  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  a 
eood  attendance.  Several  anglers  visited  us  on  Bank  Holiday, 
and  had  good  sport  at  eel  bobbing  in  the  Longford  waters. 
AmoDgst  those  who  paid  us  a  visit  were  Messrs.  W.  Morgan,  W. 
Woodford,  T.  Kenny,  F.  Vale,  B.  Lowther,  W  Whitehead,  J. 
Grande,  T.  Sandiland,  A.  F.  Tow,  M.  Maybury,  J.  Williams,  J. 
Bverave,  J.  Whitmore,  and  W.  Baker.  Several  of  the  above- 
named  anglers  walked  round  the  Langford  Fishery,  to  see  the 
improvements  made  for  the  comfort  of  anglers,  and  all  of  them 
took  tickets  from  Mr.  G.  Wrake  for  the  coming  season.— r  .  Iveen. 

Medway  Angling  Club,  Royal  Oak,  Hart-street,  Maidstone. 
-On  June  *7  we  flsh  a  club  match  (pegged  down),  from  Farleigh 
Bridge  upwards ;  entrance  fee,  Is.  Match  under  club  rules  and 
standard  I  shall  be  glad  to  arrange  beds  for  anglers  attending 
the  meeting  on  Saturday,  June  26,  if  notice  be  sent  in  tune  to 
above  address  — J.  Fooks.  . 

Mildmay  Angling  Society,  Clarendon  Hotel,  Newington- 
^i-een  Mildmay  Park,  N. — Several  of  our  members  have  been  out 
since  my  last  report,  and  Mr.  W.  Hunt  has  had  a  nice  lot  of  trout. 
I  hope  every  member  will  attend  on  Tuesday  next  and  clear  the 
books,  and  take  up  his  privilege  ticket  for  the  ensuing  season.— 

H'pSarkKAngiing  Society,  Park  Hotel,  Park-lane,  Tottenham 
—Our  distribution  on  the  6th  was  a  great  success  A  concert 
followed,  Mr.  Reitz  in  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  C.  Coldwell ; 
pianist,  Mr.  Adams.  The  following  rendered  songs:  Messrs. 
(■  Coldwell,  C.  Sparrow,  Moore,  Adams,  A.  Pemberton,  Pickett 
Bradfleld,  J.  Akiss,  and  Reitz.  Members  are  requested  to  attend 
on  Tuesday  next  for  Bpecial  business.— W.  Skeggs. 

Phcenii  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras-road, 
N  w  —Members  and  friends  who  are  going  to  Harefleld  by 
brake  on  June  20  are  respectfully  informed  that  the  13th  is  the 
last  date  of  booking  — R.  C. 

Boyal  George  Angling  Sooiety,  Queen's  Arms  Hotel 
Bateman-street,  Soho.—  Last  meeting  we  got  through  a  deal  of 
business  Mr.  A.  Spielman  was  elected  a  working  member,  and 
three  others  were  proposed,  and  will  be  balloted  for  next  week.  A 
-  general  meeting  is  called  for  Wednesday  next,  to  arrange  as  to 
how  eight  prizes  (given  by  Host  Gallaway)  are  to  be  fished  for.— 

71.  K  PO  R.T  E  It 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun,  Boniface- 
Btreet,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— We  take  a  visit  on  the  b.L,.  U. 
Visiting  List  on  Tuesday  next,  when  anglers  will  be  cordially 
welcomed.  Members  will  oblige  by  sending  money  at  once  tor 
privilege  tickets.— W.  Anstey.  ;.  - 

Silver  Trout  Angling  Society,  Bedford  Head,  Maiden- 
lane,  Covent  GardenTw.-On  Tuesday  last  the  prize  list  for  the 
coming  season  was  settled.  Tuesday  next  is  scratch  night  but  l 
hope  we  shall  make  a  lot  of  clearances  instead  of  scratchings. 
The  new  privilege  tickets  are  now  ready.  Honorary  members 
annual  subscriptions  are  now  due.— Pelican. 

Stratford  Angling  Society  (late  Great  Eastern),  Dorset 
ArmB,  Leyton-road,  Stratford  New  Town.— I  wish  to  remind 
members  that  no  prizes  will  be  awarded  to  donors  who  have  not 
handed  their  prizes  over  to  the  secretary  before  the  distribution 
on  Tuesday  June  1.3 :  also  that  winners  of  prizes  must  be  clear  on 
the  books.  All  anglers  and  friends  will  be  welcome  on  the 
concert  and  distribution  night. — G.  F.  Weaver. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow,  King- 
street  Hammersmith,  W.— On  Junes  we  had  a  fair  attendance 
of  members  Four  new  members  were  introduced  by  our  chair- 
man Mr.  J.  Talbot,  viz.,  Messrs.  A.  Cheesman,  J.  Bennett,  J. 
Mudier  and  J.  R.  Bream.  Will  members  attend  in  strong  force 
next  Tuesday  to  make  final  arrangements  for  Jubilee  brake 
outing.— E.  J.  Jennings.  , 

WaWgoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
Embankment.— We  had  a  good  meeting  on  the  8th,  Mr.  A.  Pam 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  H.  Walton  balloted  for,  and  duly  elected;  and 
two  new  members  nominated,  Mr.  W.  Fair,  Mr.  W.J.  Fair.  We 
still  have  vacancies.  Our  prize  list  was  started  on  June  1,  since 
then  it  has  largely  increased.  I  should  like  to-  see  all  present  next 
TneBday,  when  some  very  important  business  will  be  transacted. 
— H  C 

Walthamstow  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Essex 
Arms  Forest-road,  Walthamstow.— The  distribution  of  prizes 
and  smoking  concert  will  be  held  at  the  above  on  Wednesday 
next  June  16,  8  o'clock  sharp.   Chairman,  H  Wigg. 

Walworth  Waltonians'  Angling  Society,  St.  Pauls 
Tavern  Westmorland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.  —  All  members 
requiring  privilege  tickets  and  A.  B.  tickets  are  requested  to  send 
in  their  names  and  addresses  at  once,  with  remittance,  in  order 
that  the  list  may  be  forwarded  to  the  association  without  delay.— 
W  Wray. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Berwick  Arms,  Berners-street,  W. 
—Our  annual  dinner  will  take  place  on  Wednesday,  June  16.— A. 
Morkis.  ,  .   .  . 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses  The  Grove,  Stratford. — I  wish  to  remind  our  members 
that  we'  have  a  match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  June  20.  All  to  go 
down  by  the  last  train  on  the  Saturday  night.  Leaves  Stratford 
at  11  20  pm.;  Forest  Gate  at  11.25  or  12.21  p.m.  Wodnesday, 
June  16,  will  be  quarterly  night. — R.  Lowther. 


LATEJNEWS. 

RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.— The  May  Fly  is  now  well  on,  and 
flsh  are  feeding  on  it  freely.  Some  decent  bags  have  already  been 
made  with  it,  both  on  the  Dovedale  and  Birdsgrove  lengths.— 
D.  and  W.  U.  Foster. 

Moy  (Poxford  Hotel  Waters).— Fishing  here  for  the  last 
week  was  fair.  Major  Watkins  and  P.  J.  Coghlan  (the  hotel 
proprietor)  landed  twenty  salmon,  and  lost  some  beauties.  Mr. 
Glover  got  twenty-seven  trout,  some  of  them  up  to  41b.  weight. 
Expect  a  better  week  now,  as  we  are  having  some  rain,  and  wind 
going  Boulh.  The  majority  of  the  flsh  were  killed  by  the  Orange 
Grouse  Fly,  tied  by  Wm.  Devany.  Foxford.— P.  J.  C. 

Westmeath  Lakes  (MuUingar).  —  Dapping  with  the 
green  drake  will  shortly  close,  as  the  very  warm,  calm  days  of 
the  past  week  hurried  on  the  rise  of  flies,  and,  to  a  great  extent 
spoiled  the  fishing.   To-day  the  baskets  were  small  and  variod 


from  two  to  seven  flsh,  and  ranging  from  lib.  to  51b.  each.  The 
angling  on  Derravaragh  Lake  on  suitable  fishing  days  was  very 
satisfactory. — T.  J.  W. 

Salutation  Hotel  (Carsphairn).— Last  week  visitors 
staying  at  the  Salutation  Hotel  had  some  nice  baskets  of  flsh. 
On  Thursday  Messrs.  Clark  and  Wykes,  from  London,  fished  on 
Loch  Doon,  and  had  threa  dozen  and  two  trout.  On  Friday 
again  they  had  two  dozen  and  eleven.  On  Monday  the  same 
party  fished  on  the  Deugh,  and  had  three  dozen  and  six  nice 
trout. 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire).— News  from  the  above 
rivers,  including  the  Lathkill  (private  water),  has  been  very 
encouraging  during  the  past  week.  A  party  of  gentlemen,  on 
Tuesday,  fishing  the  latter,  obtained  thirty-three  and  a  half  brace 
of  splendid  trout  in  the  pink  of  condition.  The  Wye  river  has 
afforded  very  good  sport.  Several  very-  nice  baskets  of  flsh 
have  been  caught.  A.lso  various  parts  of  the  Derwent  have 
been  fished  with  good  success,  Chatsworth  fishery  producing 
very  fair  sport;  the  Hathersage  Club  water  also.  Darley 
Dale  Club  water,  too,  from  Rowsley  to  Matlock  Bridge  has 
yielded  several  baskets  of  gooi  flsh  varying  from  three  and  a 
half  brace  to  five  and  a  half  brace  ;  and  also  the  Matlock  and 
Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  produced  some  of  the 
best  flsh.  Mr.  W.  Skinner  obtained  two  brace,  two  of  these  flsh 
weighing  31b.  4oz. :  D.  P.  Pearson,  one,  21b.  loz.  ;  F.  C.  Arkwright, 
Esq.,  J. P.,  and  Major  Levett  also  landed  several  good  flsh.  Two 
or  three  gentlemen  (members)  fishing  below  Cromford,  also 
secured  several  brace  each.  Prospects  good  for  the  next  few  days, 
as  the  river  is  in  excellent  order  for  fly  fishing.  The  following 
flies  will  be  useful :  May  Fly,  Yellow  and  Ash  Dun,  Dotterel,  and 
Little  Black  —Dotterel. 

Wye  (Buxton  Length'.— Moderate  sport  has  been  had 
during  the  past  week,  the  flsh  mostly  being  taken  with  the  wet 
fly,  as  they  are  not  rising  very  freely,  but  are  feeding  under  water, 
on  the  Caddis.  Roin  is  wanted,  as  the  water  is  low,  and  very 
bright.  The  May  Fly  is  now  up,  but  the  flsh  are  not  yet  taking 
them  freely.  There  is  a  quantity  of  good  flsh  in  the  stream,  and 
on  Saturday  last  I  saw  in  the  saw  mill  dam  four  trout  that  would 
average  from  Hlb.  to  21b.  each.  The  b9st  flies  are  Grey  Quill, 
Red  Spinner,  and  Black  Gnat. — G.  S. 

CLUBS. 

Anchor  and  Hope  Angling  Society,  Duke  of  Kent,  Old 
Kent-road.— At  our  usual  weekly  meeting  held  on  9th  inst.  three 
honorary  members  were  elected:  Mr.  G.  G.  Mallett,  Mr.  E. 
Mallett,  and  Mr.  Greg.  The  prize  list  was  also  read  over  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  will  be  obtainable  next  Wednesday.  I 
have  also  privilege  tickets  should  any  member  require  them  for 
opening  day.— F.  W.  Martin. 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street.— The  members  of  the  above  will  flsh  their 
first  competition  of  the  season  for  thre3  prize3  on  June  20  ;  place 
and  conditions  to  be  decided  at  the  meeting  on  the  17th.— Alf. 
Conn.  ,  ■ 

Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Clubs.— 
The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  will  take  plac3  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden  Lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.C  ,  on  Monday 
next,  14th  inst.,  at !)  p.m. 

Collingwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms,  Stam- 
ford-street, Blaekfriars,  S.E. —Will  all  members  who  have  not  yet 
given  me  the  order  for  their  privilege-  tickets  do  so  at  once  as 
time  is  short  ?  Will  all  members  ateend  next  week,  as  there  is 
some  important  business  to  be  transacted  ?  Some  more  good 
prizes  have  been  added  tot  the  list  this  week.-  Mr.  Ash  is  much 
better,  and  came  up  this  week.  He  hopes  to  "actively  pursue  his 
duties  as  secretary  this  week. — F.  P.  Soroe. 

Blaekfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  South- 
wark-street,  S.E.— Will  members  kindly  attend  next  week  and 
arrange  our  prize  list  for  the  coming  season;  also  other  important 
business  ?  We  made  one  new  member  last  Wednesday,  Mr. 
Jones,  late  of  this  society.  Mr.  S.  Norman  was  also  elected 
an  honorary  member.  Any  gentlemen  requiring  privilege  tickets 
kindly  let  me  know  at  once.— J.  Foster. 

Convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London,  Sydney- 
street,  City-road.— On  Wednesday  last  there  was  a  fair  attend- 
ance, when  several  members  gave  prizes  for  the  coming  season. 
I  hope  all  will  attend  off  Wednesday  next  to  name  their  prizes, 
so  that  I  can  have  them  put  on  the  prize  list,  when  the  privilege 
tickets  and  Anglers'  Benevolent  tickets  will  he  ready  for  them 
—Phil. 

Gresham  Angling  Society,  2,  Gresham-  buildings,  Basing- 
hall-street,  E.C.— No  meetiog  held  this  week.  Representative  at 
Loch  Leven  competition,  Mr.  Alex.  Wright,  was  placed  twelfth, 
having  nine  trout,  weighing  91b.  13oz.  Gentlemen  desirous  of 
playing  in  the  cricket  match  at  Witham,  on  July  3,  will  kindly 
communicate  at  once  with  the  hon.  secretary,  at  above  address. 
Mr.  James  Tayler  repoits  having  taken  eight  brace  of  good  trout 
in  Hampshire.— Alex.  Wright. 

Jubilee  Angling  Society,  Prince  Arthur,  Golbourne-road. 
—Our  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  takes  place  on  Tuesday 
next,  June  15.  Dinner  on  the  table  punctually  at  8.30  p.m.  Will 
gentlemen  who  have  promised  prizes  please  forward  them  to  me 
as  soon  as  possible ?  Privilege  tickets  are  now  to  hand  for  all 
those  who  have  ordered  them. — A.  Idk. 

Junior  Ply  Pishers,  The  Five  Bells,  Moorflelds,  E.C.— 
At  the  annual  meeting  held  on  Thursday  there  was  a  very  good 
attendance.  The  representative  who  competed  at  Loch  Leven 
handed  in  his  report,  which  was  considered  very  satisfactory.  A 
subscription  list  was  handed  round  for  the  late  John  Baker,  lately 
drowned  at  Deal,  and  responded  to.  Mr.  James  Tayler  was 
unanimously  re-elected  president,  as  were  the  vice-preBidents. 
Committee  as  follows:  Messrs.  Goodwin,  Powles-West,  J.  H. 
Walker,  A,  Wright,  R.  Woodruff,  Munton,  Roach,  Hoyle, 
Gibson,  Anstiss.  Mr.  J.  B.  Close  as  hon.  sec;  Mr.  H. 
Evens  as  hon.  treasurer.  Messrs.  Wright  and  Woodruffe  were 
appointed  delegates  to  the  Anglers'  Association.  Messrs. 
Walker  and  Wright  were  appointed  to  audit  tho  accounts  for  the 
past  year.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  committee  and  officers  for 
their  past  labours  was  unanimously  carried.  Mr.  Wright 
repotted  good  takes  of  trout  from  Loch  Leven ;  Mr.  Gibson,  trout 
from  the  Kennet;  Mr.  Connollan,  trout  from  Hertford;  Mr. 
Woodruff,  trout  from  the  Darenth;  Mr.  Close,  trout  Trom  the 
Darenth;  also  Mr.  Walker;  Mr.  Tayler,  nine  brace  from  Hamp- 
shire; Mr.  Roach,  eleven  trout  from  the  Stour,  and  salmon  from 
Scotland.  Two  new  members  were  proposed.  A  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  chair  concluded  the  proceedings.  On  Thursday  next  we 
shall  arrange  for  an  outing.— Hon.  Reporter. 

North  London  Angling  Society,  Tap  House,  Holloway- 
road.— On  Wednesday  lost  the  members  discussed  the  proposed 
match  on  Jubilee  Day,  but  decided  not  to  confirm  it,  bat  decided 
to  allow  the  members  to  weigh-in  on  that  day  for  season  prizes. 
The  secretary  brought  up  the  prize  list  .for  this  season,  the  same 
being  read  by  several  members  without  comment. — H.  Stretch. 

South  London  United  Anglers' Visiting  List.-Tho 
next  visit  on  this  list  will  be  paid  to  the  Second  Surrey,  held  at 
the  Sun  Tavern,  Boniface-street,  Westminster  Bridge-rood,  on 
Tuesday,  the  lfiih  inst.,  when  I  trust  to  see  every  society  on  the 
list  represented.— A  Painter. 

West  Newington  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sud,  Harper- 
street,  New  Kent-road,  S.E. —The  annual  concert  of  above  club 
will  be  held  on  Wednesday,  the  16th  inst.,  at  which  the  distribu- 
tion of  prizes  will  take  place.— G.  F.  Montgomery. 


DEATH  OF  POLLY,  THE  LIFE-SAVER. 

Polly,  the  life-saver  at  Lone  Hill,  Long  Island,  is 
dead.  She  joined  the  crew  fifteen  years  ago.  Polly  was 
an  autocrat.  In  fair  weather  she  was  given  the  freedom 
of  the'beach,  and  frequently  made  trips  of  inspection.over 
the  various  routes  patrolled  by  the  coast  guard.  On  many 
occasions  she  found  it  necessary  to  take  the  patrolmen  to 
task. 

"  Step  lively  there,  and  get  the  fog  out  of  your  eyes  !  " 
was  the  admonition  which  she  delivered  with  great  force 
and  dignity  when  meeting  a  loiterer. 

When  drill  day  came  she  was  always  in  a  flutter. 
"  Look  alive,  thar,  man  ! "  she'd  pipe  in  shrill  tones. 
"Now,  all  together.  Avast,  thar,  you  landlubber! 
What  d'ye  think  this  is,  a  beach  party  ?_  All  away  !  " 

Polly  was  credited  with  never  turning  in  on  stormy 
nights,  but  remained  up  to  help  keep  the  station  and  assist 
the  boys  in  turning  out  in  case  of  a  call.  An  alarm  threw 
her  into  a  mild  form  of.  hysterics.  Her  feathers  flew  up 
in  all  directions,  and  she  would  pipe  the  men  around  in 
great  fashion. 

"Fire  your  red  light!  Fire  your  red  light!"  he'd 
scream  to  the  patrolman  who  plunged  into  the  station  with 
news  of  a  vessel  in  sight  of  some  dangerous  point. 

"Turn  out!  Turn  out,  you  landlubbers!"  would  be 
the  next  salutation,  as  the  crew  came  tumbling  into  the 
room  putting  on  their  clothing.  Then  for  a  few  minutes 
she  would  fuss  around  until  each  man  was  fully  equipped, 
when  she  would  accompany  them  into  the  room  where  the 
lifeboats  and  other  apparatus  were  kept,  and  assist  in 
getting  the  outfit  on  the  way  to  the  scene  of  the  wreck. 

Then  she'd  go  back  to  the  stove,  and,  sitting  on  the 
back  of  a  chair,  would  say  "  cuss  "  words  to  herself ,  talk 
about  the  weather,  and  make  unpleasant  remarks  about 
"  durnfool  captains  who  tried  to  cut  across  lots  to  get  to 
New  York." 

"Come  in!  Is  all  well?"  was  her  usual  greeting. 
But  the  other  morning  her  cherry  voice  was  missed.  She 
failed  to  respond  when  called,  and  was  found  stretched  out 
dead  at  her  post  near  the  apparatus.  It  will  be  a  long 
time  before  the  hardy  surfmen  find  a  pet  to  take  the  place 
of  Polly.  


WHALE  AND  OCTOPUS  FIGHT. 

We  were  cruising  in  the  Strait  of  Malacca,  says  an 
article  quoted  in  "  Current  Literature,"  between  the 
Nicobars  and  the  Malay  Peninsula.  I  had  the  watch  from 
eight  bells  to  midnight,  and  at  about  11  p.m.  was  leaning 
over  the  lee  rail.  Presently  there  was  a  commotion  in  the 
sea,  right  in  the  way  of  the  moon,  and  I  immediately  went 
for  my  night  glass,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  nature  of 
it.  We  edged  away  a  little  under  the  light  draught  of 
wind,  so  as  to  draw  nearer  to  the  scene,  and  presently 
were  able  to  realise  its  full  significance.  A  very 
large  sperm  whale  was  engaged  in  a  deadly  conflict 
with  a  monstrous  squid,  whose  far-reaching  tentacles 
enveloped  the  whale's  whole  body.  The  livid 
whiteness  of  those  writhing  arms,  which  enlaced  the 
cachelot  like  a  nest  of  mighty  serpents,  stood  out  in  bold 
relief  against  the  black  boulder-like  head  of  the  aggressor. 
Piesently  the  whale  raised  itself  half  out  of  the  water, 
and  we  plainly  saw  the  awful  looking  head  of  the  gigantic 
squid.  At  our  distance — something  under  a  mile — it 
appeared  about  the  size  of  one  of  our  largest  oil  casks, 
which  held  336  gallons.  Like  the  rest  of  the  creature 
visible,  it  was  of  a  peculiar  dead  white,  and  in  it  gleamed 
two  eyes  of  inky  blackness,  about  a  foot  in  diameter. 
To  describe  the  wonderful  contortions  of  those  two 
monsters,  locked  in  a  deadly  embrace,  is  far 
beyond  my  power,  but  it  was  a  never-to-be-forgotten 
sight.  The  utter  absence  of  all  sound,  for  we  were 
not  near  enough  to  hear  the  turmoil  of  the  sea,  was 
not  the  least  remarkable  feature  of  this  titanic  encounter. 
All  around  the  combatants,  too,  were  either  smaller 
whales  or  immense  sharks,  who  were  evidently  assisting 
in  the  destruction  of  the  great  squid,  and  getting  a  full 
share  of  the  feast.  As  we  looked  we  saw  the  wreathinga 
gradually  cease,  and  the  encircling  tentacles  slipped  off 
the  whale's  body,  which  seemed  to  float  unusually  high. 
At  last  all  was  over,  and  the  whole  commotion  had  sub- 
sided, leaving  no  trace  behind. — Americin  F.  O. 


The  more  one  cons  over  the  decision  given  by  the  Lord 
Justices  of  Appeal  in  the  case  of  Fitzgerald  r.  Firbank, 
the  greater  becomes  the  evidence  of  what  a  grand  stopper, 
it  will  be  on  would-be  polluters.  It  will  have  tho  same 
effect  as  our  police  and  detective  force  have  on  the  criminal 
classes,  not  by  their  number  but  by  their  strength.  There 
can  be  little  doubt  that  pollutions  are  the  curso  of  the 
country,  and  the  thoughtless  way  in  which  they  have  been 
allowed  to  accumulate  by  conservators  is  most  deplorable. 
It  must  be  a  well-known  fact  that  every  conservancy 
strictly  forbids  fishing  without  an  angler  paying  their  (the 
conservators')  fees  ;  yet,  though  the  Act  which  gave  them 
power  to  make  these  charges  was  not  enacted  until  the 
year  1865,  the  matter  of  pollution  was  covered  iu  the  first 
Act  made  in  reference  to  salmon  fisheries,  namely,  in 
1861,  and  the  importance  of  the  subject  is  shown  by  a 
further  Act  being  placed  on  the  subject  in  the  year  1876. 
How  conservators  reconcile  themselves  to  the  fact  it  is 
hard  to  say. 

Never  Despair  of  being  able  to  overcome  the  troubles  of  this 
world,  for  they  will  disappear  like  dew  before  tho  sun  if  we  only 
look  them  squarely  in  the  face.  If  you  are  afflicted  with  any 
bodily  disease,  give  Holloway  a  Pills  and  Ointment  a  trial ;  they 
will  afford  speedy  relief,  and  in  time  effect  a  cure.  They  are  the 
best  known  remedies  for  all  complaints.  During  tho  summer 
montliB  many  people  are  afflicted  with  bowel  and  liver  disorders, 
diarrhoea,  dysentery,  colic,  low  fevers,  &a.  These  remedies  are 
unequalled  in  Buch  cases,  and  should  therefore  bo  the  Vade  ifeeum 
of  all  who  value  sound  health.  Thoy  may  bo  procured  from  all 
cbemistB  and  medicine  vendors. 
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The  members  of  tho  Piscatorial  Society  have  their  May 
Fly  carnival  in  full  swing,  but  do  not  appear  to  be  having 
as  good  a  time  as  usual.  Only  two  large  fish  are  reported, 
one  of  which  (31b.)  fell  to  the  rod  of  the  ever  indefatigable 
Mr.  F.  S.  Bridginan. 


Mr.  C.  1j.  Mathews,  writing  from  Walton  House, 
Marlow-on-Thames,  says:  "Our  best  fish  since  my  last 
note  is  a  splendid  trout  of  "Jib.  (24in.  long,  16in.  girth), 
taken  by  my  guest,  Mr.  C.  A.  Irvine.  We  have  been 
trying  for  another  since,  which  it  is  hoped  will  go  almost 
twice  the  weight." 

 >♦*»  <  

A  somewhat  curious  application  wa3  made  to  the 
Richmond  (Yorks)  Bench,  in  connection  with  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  poacher  Parkin,  reported  in  our  issue  of  last 
week.  Mr.  Farrar  Stead,  of  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Board, 
asked  that  as  the  defendant  had  been  previously  convicted 
under  fishing  laws,  his  rod  licence,  according  to  that, 
should  be  forfeited.  The  chairman  said  the  licence  was 
only  a  shilling.  Prosecutor  said  that  was  so,  but  the 
possession  of  it  gave  Parkin  a  plausible  excuse  for  loafing 
on  the  river.  The  Bench  aoquiesced  in  this  view  and 
ordered  the  licence  to  be!  forfeited,  and  told  defendant  he 
would  have  difficulty  in  getting  another. 

 >»♦•»<  

Me.  John  Enright,  of  Castleconnell,  Ireland,  writes  to 
the  effect  that  he  has  discontinued  giving  lessons  in  fly 
casting  on  Wimbledon  Lake. 


The  report  of  the  National  Club  Fly-Casting  Com- 
petition at  Loch  Leven  last  week  appeared  under  the 
heading  "  Lairg  (Kinross)  "  by  some  error.  The 
record  seems  to  have  been  splendid,  no  prize  winner 
taking  less  than  eighteen  fish,  while  one  took  twenty- 
two.  The  winner  was  Mr.  J.  Gordon,  while  a  worthy 
second  was  found  in  Dr.  Spence,  who  has  frequently 
contributed  to  these  pages.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
regretted  that  the  average  weight  of  the  individual 
trout  taken  seems  to  be  yearly  diminishing,  as  the 
winner's  catch  weighed  only  151b.  12oz.,  although  both 
the  number  and  total  weight  exceeds  previous  years. 
The  Southern  contingent  did  not  especially  distinguish 
themselves,  with  the  exception  cf  Mr.  A.  Wright,  of 
the  Gresham,  who  took  nine  trout,  weighing  91b.  3oz.,  and 
Mr.  Butler,  of  the  Piscatoiial  Society,  who  took  ten  fish, 
of  61b,  5oz.,  the  largest  weighing  If  lb. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  delegates  to  the  Central 
Association  will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  June  14,  at 
the  Bedford  Head,  Maiden-lane,  Covent  Garden,  W.  The 
chair  will  be  taken  at  9  o'clock. 


The  Summer  Double  Number  of  the  Fish  ing  Gazette 
will  be  published  on  Saturcay,  July  10.  Price  2d. 
Advertisers  will  oblige  by  sending  in  matter  not  later 
than  June  30. 


Many  anglers  who  fish  at  Deal  will  remember  John 
Baker  (brother  to  William  Baker).  He  was  a  keen  fisher- 
man, and  on  many  occasions  formed  one  of  the  Deal  life- 
boat crew.  The  news  arrives  that  on  June  3,  whilst  fish- 
ing, he  wae  drowned  off  the  Goodwin  Sands.  His  boat  was 
found  with  a  few  fish  lying  in  the  bottom.  His  age  was 
fifty-seven.  He  leaves  a  widow  to  mourn  his  sad  loss.  It 
may  be  mentioned  that  a  subscription  list  has  been  opened, 
and  Ned  Hanger,  North  Star  Inn,  Deal,  will  thankfully 
recsive  and  acknowledge  any  subscriptions  which  may  be 
forwarded  on  behalf  of  the  bereaved  widow. 



Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke,  of  the  B.S.A.S.,  says  the 
society  was  well  represented  at  Deal  during  the  Whitsun 
holidays.  He  noticed  Messrs.  Symonds,  Edwards,  Morrell, 
W.  T.  Green,  Burgess,  Minchin,  and  the  Bishop  of 
Litchfield.  June  6  was  a  perfect  day,  and  those  who 
ventured  on  the  "  briny"  came  back  with  skins  like  boiled 
lobsters.  A  few  cod,  whiting,  p out,  and  lemon  soles  were 
taken— all  sizeable.  Mr.  Clarke  took  the  first  pollack  of 
the  season,  whiLtrag  fishing  from  the  pier. 


In  relating  my  short  visit  to  Huntingdon  recently,  it 
was  stated  that  Mr.  C.  A.  Bryant  was  secretary  to  the 
Huntingdon  Angling  Society.  I  am  now  informed  that 
Mr.  Wm.  Ashley,  of  Great  Northern-street,  Huntingdon, 
is  the  secretary,  who  will  gladly  give  all  information  on 
application. 


The  coarse  fishing  season  on  all  waters  coming  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Freshwater  Fisheries  Act  opens  on 
Wednesday  next,  June  10,  one  hour  before  sunrise.  From 
accounts  received  from  most  of  the  important  angling 
streams  the  prospects  are  voted  good,  owing  to  a  mild 
winter  and  successful  spawning  operations.  A  glance  at 
page  420  of  this  week's  issue  will  be  found  useful,  giving  a 
list  of  all  stations  to  which  cheap  fares  are  charged  on 
presentation  of  railway  "  privilege  "  ticket.  Carp,  tench, 
bream,  dace,  and  eels  will  be  found  in  best  condition  ;  and 
trout,  of  courso,  perfection. 

WnERE  good  catches  are  made— the  Oval. 

■>»»»<  

The  following  as  to  where  Princeton  got  her  skyrocket 
cheer  is  from  "  Undergraduate  Life  at  Princeton— Old  and 
New,"  by  James  W._  Alexander,  in  the  June  Scribner's: 
"  On  all  public  occasions  student  enthusiasm  lindfl  expres- 


sion in  the  well  known  Princeton  cheer,  the  '  skyrocket/  as 
it  has  been  called.  Undergraduates  of  to-day  may  think 
it  has  come  down  from  a  time  '  whereof  the  memory  of 
man  runneth  not  to  the  contrary.'  But  this  would 
be  an  error.  All  collego  cheers  are  of  modern  date. 
Princeton's  is  amongst  the  oldest.  Nevertheless,  thirty- 
six  years  ago  it  was  unknown.  Where  did  it  come 
from  ?  Who  invented  it  ?  These  are  momentous 
questions  and  are  answered  differently  by  different 
men.  A  member  of  the  Class  of  1800  declares  that 
the  late  Dr.  Woolsey  Johnson,  of  New  York,  cf  that 
class,  first  sounded  the  '  hooray,  hooray,  hooray,  tiger,  siss- 
boom-ah  Princeton,'  in  one  of  Professor  Schenck's  recita- 
tions. But  Chancellor  Alexander  T.  McGill,  of  the  class  of 
1801,  says  he  remembers  quite  distinctly  when  the  Seventh 
Regiment,  of  New  York,  went  to  the  war,  and  how  nearly  the 
whole  college  went  down  through  the  Potter  Woods  to  the 
old  depot  by  the  canal  at  midnight  to  greet  it  as  it  passed 
through.  The  cheers  of  the  boys  were  responded  to  by 
the  Seventh  with  .the  "skyrocket,"  which  so  impressed 
the  youthful  mind  that  it  was  indulged  in  at  first  as 
borrowed  property,  and  later,  as  time  advanced,  was 
adopted  as  the  college  cheer." 


So  far  this  season  "Otter"  Hone,  of  Staines,  is  the 
champion  trout  "  spotter,"  this  indefatigable  Thames 
fisherman  having  piloted  his  customers  to  the  capture  of 
twenty-five  fish.  Hone's  latest  findings  are  a  3J-pounder, 
at  Bray  Weir,  taken  by  Mr.  R.  Davies  ;  and  two  fish,  of 
31b.  and  4Jlb. ,  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  the  latter 
at  Penton  Hook.  The  last  named  angler  has  a  season's 
record  of  twenty-five  fish  ;  largest,  9|lb. 

 >  »  ♦  +  <  

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Serapis  Angling  Society  has 
been  postponed  until  Wednesday,  June  30.  The  chair  will 
be  taken  by  Mr.  J.  Jeffery  ("  Straw  Hat "). 


It  is  a  pity  that  we  are  more  successful  at  digging  bait 
than  we  are  at  catching  fish. 


Fisn  out  or  Water.—"  Well ;  I  think  I'll  sign  the  pledge." 
 >  »»♦ <  


"The  man  who  has  a  ball  game  or  the  raoes  as  his 
projective  points  for  his  half -holiday  pilgrimages,"  says  the 
Glasgmr  Evening  Times,  "has  to  look  for  other  things 
on  Sunday.  It  doesn't  necessarily  follow  that  because  a 
nan  affects  the  above  sports  that  he  is  not  a  churchgoer. 
But,  assuming  that  he  isn't,  Sunday  must  furnish  its 
quota  of  excitement.  So  the  man  will,  perhaps,  go 
fishing.  He  is  either  a  first  -  class  or  a  tenth  -  class 
fisherman.  There  is  no  intermediate  class  in  this  sport. 
If  he  is  first  class  he  knows  where  to  go,  how  to  go,  and 
when  to  go.  He  always  knows  just  what  kind  of  bait  to 
take,  how  to  carry  it,  and  how  to  use  it.  He  catches  fish, 
and  he  keeps  the  good  ones  and  discards  the  others.  But 
the  average  fisherman  is  different.  He  has  to  go  where 
some  one  tells  him  to  go.  He  pays  two  prices  for  his  boat 
and  three  for  his  bait.  But  when  he  gets  it  it  is  his  bait. 
No  one  else  wants  it  though,  for  it  is  the  kind  that  is  sold. 
 >  »  »  ♦  <  

"  Rods  and  reels  are  made  for  this  class  of  fishers,  too. 
They  look  nice,  and  neat,  and  strong.  But  they  give. 
It  isn't  satisfaction  that  they  give,  either.  But  they  give, 
and  they  give  out,  and  no  tenth-class  fisherman  should  havo 
less  than  half  a  dozen  when  out  in  the  open  water,  several 
miles  from  the  base  of  supplies.  When  the  man  gets  a  nice 
round  worm  attached  to  the  supposed  business  end 
of  the  outfit,  he  throws  it  out  to  tempt  some  foolish  fish 
which  may  be  loafing  around  in  the  depths.  If  tho  fish 
isn't  more  than  ordinarily  foolish,  he  looks  the  worm  over 
and  decides  that  it  wouldn't  bo  palatable  unless  the  fisher 
should  put  some  mayonnaise  dressing  on  it  at  the  next 
cast.  The  clever  fish,  the  desired  oondiment  not  being 
forthcoming,  switches  his  tail  with  fine  disdain,  and  some- 
times his  tail  catches  in  the  hook,  and  he  is  pulled  up. 


"  It  is  always  the  tenth-class  fisherman  who  catohesfish 
that  way.  In  fact,  if  you  are  out  fishing,  first  olass,  and 
see  a  man  catch  a  fish  the  wrong  way  around,  you  will 
know  that  he  is  not  in  your  class,  and  refuse  to  lend  him 
good  bait  unlees  he  has  a  better  lined  bottlo  than  you 
have.  If  he  is  carrying  the  right  sort  of  bottled  goods, 
however,  you  can  safely  waive  class  distinctions  ant. 
exchango  goods.  He  won't  know  that  your  bait  is  the 
better  of  the  two  baits,  and  when  he  begins  to  cat  oh  fish 
with  his  new  argument,  he  will  think  that  it  is  his  own 
skill  that  is  working  tho  miracle," 


In  some  verses  written  to  describe  the  magnificent  views 
to  be  obtained  from  the  western  point  of  Llanymynech 
hill,  our  correspondent  "  Vyrnwy  "  concludes  us  follows  : 
"  The  times  grow  more  prosiic,  and  this  hill — in  former 
years 

The  haunt  of  fairies — now  becomes  the  haunt  of  volunteers. 
Yet  fairy  forms  still  visit  it,  but  different  now  from  then  ; 
In  mortal  guise,  steal  by  surprise  tho  hearts  of  mortal  men. 
How  many  men  have  lost  their  hearts  upon  this  lovely 

spot  ? 

How  many  lovely  women  here  have  heard  '  forget  me 

not  ? ' 

Time  flies,  and  we  fly  with  it — some  things  we  may  forget, 
But  others  in  the  memory  are  far  too  firmly  set. 
And  I  once  saw  two  lovely  eyes  look  on  this  lovely  view, 
And  looked  at  each  to  ascertain  the  lovelier  of  the  two. 
First  saw  the  view,  and  in  the  eyes  I  saw  the  both  com- 
bined, 

That  combination  in  those  eyes  has  never  left  my  mind. 
Those  eyes  met  mine — I  lost  the  view,  and  also  lost  my 

heart ; 

That  glance  had  pierced  my  inmost  soul,  transfixed  by 
Cupid's  dart. 

I  gazed  into  those  glorious  eyes — it'was  a  glorious  view — 
And  quite  forgot  the  landscape,  and  bo,  perhaps,  would 

you." 

 >»♦♦<  

Crabs  can  see  and  smell,  but  cannot  hear. 


As  showing  the  unselfishness  of  piscators,  says  1'Dry  wag, 
they  are  the  most  unselfish  of  sportsmen.  If  a  piscator 
knoweth  of  a  good  place  where  to  he  may  repair  for 
excellent  fair  sport,  he  as  quickly  as  may  be  after  the 
rising  of  the  sun  telleth  everyone  who  fisheth  better  than 
himself  how  he  may  get  there  ;  and  if  there  be  a  sheet  at 
hand  for  the  purveying  of  news,  he  publisheth  full  par- 
ticulars concerning  the  same.  And  if  he  knoweth  of  any 
particular  bait  or  method  of  circumstance,  he  becometh 
not  supremely  happy  until  he  hath  enlightened  everyone 
in  the  world  therewith.  If  it  were  not  for  this  philan- 
thropy of  unselfishness,  this  passionate  desire  to  do  good 
to  his  brethren  whom  he  loveth,  no  piscator  would  ever 
communicate  to  another  anything  concerning  himself,  nor 
would  any  person  ever  see  anything  of  his  fish;  for  at 
heart  he  is  the  most  modest  and  unassuming  creature  in 
the  world,  and  anything  which  seemeth  to  savour  of 
publicity  or  ostentation  hurteth  his  sensitive  nature. 


Another  peculiarity  of  piscators  is  that  every  one 
imagineth  he  can  fish  better  than  every  other,  and  in  that 
spirit,  which  cometh  of  a  feeling — though  unexpressed — of 
superiority,  he  continually  essayeth  to  teach  his  less  skilled 
brethren  how  to  do  it.  And  such  the  consequence  is,  that 
they  all_ appear  to  be  masters  without  there  being  scarcely 
any  disciples  in  the  craft  of  piscatorship.  Indeed,  the  only 
chance  a  piscator  hath  with  a  disciple  is  to  catch  one  of  the 
nature  of  a  greenhorn,  who  knoweth  not  the  difference 
between  the  individual  at  one  end  of  the  pole  and  the 
individual  at  the  other  end,  and  then — for  a  limited  season 
only— as_  an  apostle  he  is  listened  to  reverently  ;  but  the 
disciple  is  taught  so  cunningly,  and  so  ingenious  is  he  in 
taking  unto  his  understanding  the  seorects  of  the  ciaft, 
that  he  soon  becometh  superior  to  the  master  by  catching 
more  fish  than  he  ;  and  then  he  in  his  turn  beginneth  to 
teach  others. 

)  »  I  *  c  ■■ 

It  isn't  the  hen  that  cackles  the  most 

That  lays  the  largest  egg ; 

And  I  think  you'll  find, 

If  you're  so  inclined, 

And  do  not  the  question  beg, 

It  isn't  the  fisher  who  talks  the  most 

That  catches  the  biggest  bag  ; 

And  the  size,  they  say, 

Isn't  quite  the  way 

To  judge  of  the  burglar's  swag. 

It  isn't  the  fish  that  plays  the  most, 

And  leads  you  a  dance  when  hooked, 

That  will  serve  up  best, 

And  will  eat  with  zest, 

When  the  cook  has  got  him  cooked. 

It  isn't  the  girl  who  kisses  the  most 

Who  loves  you  the  best,  I  think  ; 

And  you  may  be  drowned. 

And  you  mayn't  be  found, 

If  you  get  too  near  the  brink. 


TnE  sea_  round  any  desert  island  rarely  visited  by  man 
and  far  distant  from  any  mainland  always  teems  with 

fish. 


TnE  Royal  Aquarium  will  be  gay  with  bulldogs,  bicycle 
races,  and  the  bountiful  Whitsuntide  programme  during 
the  week.  The  Bulldog  Club  have  arrangod  their  twenty- 
fourth  annual  show  to  take  place  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Thursday,  and  a  record  entry  for  the  Jubilee  show 
has  resulted.  As  it  will  not  prevent  either  the  bioycle 
race  or  the  varioty  show  from  proceeding,  visitors  will 
enjoy  a  wonderful  combination  for  Is.  admission. 

 >♦♦♦<  

"  Oh,  there  are  other  fish  in  the  sea," 

Said  rejeeted  Mr.  Gimps. 
"  Quite  true,"  quoth  the  maiden,  merrily, 

"  But  they  don't  all  bite  at  shrimps." 


A  single  oyster  in  one  season  will  produce  1,000,000 
young  oysters.  Dragnet. 


June  12,  1897] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


D.  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

Manufacturer  of  high-class 

RODS,  REELS,  &C. 

Ses  the  New  Nottingham  Keel. 

"THE  ZEPHYR," 

Tie  lightest  and  most  perfect  made. 


TROUT! TROUT! TROUT! 

Anglers   wishing   to  have    their  Trout 
Preserved  and  Mounted  in- first-class  style 
should  send  them  direct  to 

P.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Specialist  in  Fish  Preserving  and 
Mounting. 

CHARGES  MODERATE. 


3|in..  15s.;    4in.,  16s.;    with  Check 
Action,  3s.  extra. 


Al'.o  the  FUTUBE  SEA  REEL, 
6in.,  price  20s  ;  at  our  Exhibit  at 
the  Imperial  Institute. 


TROUT  RODS,  REELS,  LINES,  and 
FLIES  of  the  most  reliable  quality 
kept  in  stock. 

May  Flies,  per  dozen,  4s.;  Floating  Flies, 
single  wings,  2s.;  Floating  Flies,  double 

wings,  2s.  6d.;  Hackle  Flies,  Is.  6d. 
Any  Flies  dressed  to  Pattern  can  now  be 
obtained  at 

23,  FIRST  STREET,  WALTON  STREET, 

 LONDON,  S.W.  

FORREST  &  SON'S 

CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES, 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 

JOHN  FORREST, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 

24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,W. 

ANGLING  REQUISITES  of  every  description. 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Bods  and 
Pattern?  in  Flies  made  to  order.  .T.  F.,  tuing  a 
Practical  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
inform ition  on  all  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  first-class  quality.'-— Fishing  Gazette. 

HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF 

"  THE  FISHING  GAZETTE," 

Bound  in  cloth,  may  be  obtained  from 
the  Publishers,  price  6s.  6d.  each;  post 
free,  7s.  3d. 


JAMES  0G 

28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION 
OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Trout  Rods. 
No  connection  with  any  other  nerson  assuming  the  same  name. 

CAUTION— The  only  man  by  the  nam 3  of  Ogden  engaged  in 
the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 
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MACONOCHIE'S 

PATES  AND  CAMP  PIES, 

THE  IDEAL  LUNCH  FOR  FISHING  OR  YACHTING  PARTIES. 
MACONOCHIES   ARMY  RATIONS. 

A  thoroughly  Substantial  Maal  for  two  or  three  persons  of 
carefully  proportioned  MEAT  and  VEGETABLES, 
remarkably  well  Flavoured,  Full  of  Gravy,  Specially 
Prepared  for  eating  COLD,  or  can  be  made  HOT  in 
a  few  minutes. 

If  cannot  obtain  from  your  grocer,  drop  us  a  Post-card,  and  we  will  forward  tin 
■at  Wholesale  Price,  Carriage  Paid,  per  return. 

POTTED  MEATS,  GAME,  FISH  (of  every  description),  SAUCES,  PICKLES,  CURRIES, 
CHUTNEYS,  JAMS,  JELLIES,  FLAVOURING  ESSENCES,  &c,  Ac. 

MACONOCHIE  BROTHERS,  131,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C. 


Benetfink  &  Co. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

THE  BENETFINK  SPECIALITE. 

SELECTED  GREENHEART  SPECIAL 
GUINEA  FLY  ROD. 


10ftM  lift.,  or  12ft.,  Three  Joints,  Two  Tops,  Double  Brazed, 
Bronzed  Ferrules  and  Fittings,  Graduated  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Grip,  Landing  Handle  to  hold  the  Tops,  Rod  Spear,  in 
divisioned  bag  complete.  The  above  is  made  specially  to  our 
instructions,  and  customers  will  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
and  lightest  rods  in  the  market,  and  of  exceptional  value. 
Highly  recommended.   Inspection  invited. 

NEW  STOCK   JUST    TO  3EXA3SIT>. 
SPANISH  SILKWORM  GUT. 

8in.         Oin.        lOin.       llin.       12in.     '  13in.  14in. 

Trout,  fine   0/8   ...    0/11   ...    1/1    ...    1/3   ...    2/0  ...    2/6   ...  3,0 

Trout,  ordinary    0,7    ...    0/9    ...    0/11    ...   1/1    ...   1/G  ...    2,0    ...  2/6 

Medium    0/7    ...    0/  9   ...    0/11    ...    1/1    ...   1/3  ...   1/9    ...  2,0 

Lake   0/8    ...    Oil    ...    1/2    ...   1/4    ...   1/7  ...    1/11...  2,2 

Grilse    0  9    ...    1/3    ...    If  5    ...    1/7    ...    1/9  ...   2/2    ...  g/S 

Grilse,  stout   1/9    ...    2/6    ...   4/0    ...    4'6   ...   5/0  ...    6,0   ...  — 

Salmon,  light    2/6    ...    3/  0   ...   4/  6    ...    5/0   ...    6/.I  ...    7/0    ...  — 

lain,        lfiin.        17in.        18in.      19io.  20in. 

Extra  long,  fine  Trout..    4/6    ...    5/6    ...    7/0   ...    8/6    ...    9/6  ...10/6    ...  — 
In  Hanks  of  100  Strands,  not  less  than  One  Hank  of  each  Buppliel    Postage  2d. 
These  Prices  are  per  Hank,  according  to  length. 

FOR  RODS,  REELS,  SILK  LINES,  CASTING  LINES,  FLIES,  HOOKS,  NETS,  BAITS,  &c. 
See  our  Illustrated  Catalogue.  Sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

89, 90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 


SEA-SICKNESS 

The  only  Safe  and  Reliable  Preventive  and  Cure  is 

CHL0R0BR0M. 

fold  in  Bottles,  2S.  9d.,  4S.  6d.,  &  7s. 

May  be  obtained  of  all  Cherri;t3.  or  of  the  SOLE  Proprietors 
and  Manufacturers, 

I  BURGOYNE,   BURBIDGES,   &  COMPY., 

12  &  16,  COLEMAN  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 
Pamphlets  on  application. 


Fishing  Tackle  Maker  to  H.R.H.  Princess  of  Wales. 

(late  Manafi>r  to  11.  DXfNHlhL.) 
1XX,    JUDD    STREET,  EtTSTO  KT  ROAD. 


The  «3T.  R.  Patent  Eyed 

FLY  BOX. 

Each    Fly  separate    and  readily 
detached. 

This  invention  consists  of  an  ingenious 
arrangement  of  springs,  whereby  eiah  fly 
is  held  by  the  eve. 


NATURAL 

WING  TROUT  FLIES, 

2s.  6d.  per  Dozen. 

Very  Killing-. 
Stronger  than  Feather  Winged  Fl'-es. 

Vide  Testimonials. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 

An  enjoyable  day's  Ashing,  in  a  lovely  spot,  within  16  minutes  of  Waterloo.   Book  to  Wimbledon 

Park  Station. 

PUNTS  AND  BOATS  ON  HIRE.      DINNEES  AND  TEAS  AT  THE  COTTAGE. 
BOTTOM    FISHING.  ONE    ROD    Is.    PER  DAY. 


Proprietor— J.  GAELICS,  Lake  Farm,  Wimbledon. 
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FOLEY  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 
Oi  R  annual  supper  and  distribution  of  prizes  took  place 
on  June  3,  the  chair  being  taken  by  Mr.  W.  Burkett, 
faced  by  Mr.  C.  Hodges.  The  supper  was  a  most  excellent 
one,  and  catered  for  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Cleveland-street. 
The  principal  prize  winners  were  :  Messrs.  Dutton 
Hutchings,  Norris,  Hill,  King,  Daniells,  Tebbot,  anc 
Brewster,  over  twenty  prizes  being  promised  in  the  room 
for  the  coming  season.  We  thank  the  following  visitors 
for  prizes  promised  :  Mr.  W.  Burkett,  Mr.  G.  Keene,  Mr. 
T.  Target,  Mr.  G.  Levet,  and  Mr.  Dove.  After  removal 
of  the  cloth  we  were  not  forgotten,  for  Dr.  Patterson  and 
Mr.  Marriott  paid  us  a  visit.  The  Doctor  spoke  c  u  the 
Unity  question,  and,  I  am  glad  to  say,  we  are  "  Unity," 
and  have  been  all  through.  Dr.  Patterson  now  becomes 
president  of  the  Foley  A.S.  Afterwards  we  proceeded  to 
harmony,  and  had  sopie  good  talent  from  the  following 
gentlemen  :  Messrs.  W.  Burkett,  C.  Hodges,  F.  Steptoe, 
B.  Howard,  H.  Hutchings,  W.  Hood,  W.  Hutchings,  and 
Sarson,  and  many  others  ;  also  two  Irish  comedians, 
Messrs.  Monty  and  O'Brian.  I  am  glad  to  say  all  the 
prizes  were  paid  out,  and  we  have  a  splendid  balince  for 
the  coming  soason.  H.  S.  Norris. 


MIDLAND  COUNTIES  PISCATORIAL 
ASSOCIATION. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Midland  Counties  Piscatorial 
Association  took  place  at  the  Midland  Hotel,  Birmingham, 
on  the  4th  inst.  Mr.  Daniel  Arkell  occupied  the  chair, 
and  there  were  also  present  the  Earl  of  Lichfield,  Coun- 
cillor Barber,  Capt.  Max  Welchman,  Dr.  Whitby,  Messrs. 
Florance,  Marshall,  Grew,  Adams,  Bagshaw,  Snrman, 
Bushell,  &c.  The  president  (Mr.  E.  Hooper)  was  unable 
to  attend,  owing  to  ill-health.  The  Earl  of  Lichfield,  in- 
proposing  "  The  Association,"  said  he  was  interested  in 
the  association,  because  he  was  the  owner  of  the  water 
which  was  rented  by  the  members,  and  also  because  he 
was  a  keen  fisherman.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  glad  to  hear 
that  the  prospects  for  the  coming  season  were  good,  that 
fish  were  plentiful  and  in  gocd  condition,  and  that 
their  finances  were  in  a  satisfactory  state.  Everyone 
interested  in  the  Midland  Counties  streams  must  have 
a  feeling  that  the  question  of  pollution  was  always  with 
them.  He  was  glad  that  their  stream  at  Aire  was  escaped 
the  pollution  from  which  so  many  other  rivers  suffered. 
As  a  member  of  the  sanitary  committee  of  the  Stafford- 
shire County  Council  he  had  taken  a  considerable  part  in 
trying  to  reduce  the  pollution  to  which  so  many  waters 
were  liable.  During  the  last  few  years  they  had  been 
doing  useful  work.  They  had  been  bringing  pressure  to 
bear  on  the  large  towns  and  sanitary  authorities  to  induce 
them  to  set  to  work  in  earnest  to  prevent  sewage  finding 
its  way  into  the  streams.  The  chief  cause  of  the  pollution 
of  the  Tame  was,  of  course,  the  city  of  Birmingham  and  the 
populous  district  around.  A  bill  was  being  promoted  by 
the  Birmingham  Corporation  for  obtaining  a  large  area  of 
land  on  which  to  divert  the  sewage  from  the  city,  and  in 
all  the  negotiations  the  body  he  represented  had  had 
with  the  authorities  in  Birmingham,  they  had  been  ever 
seady  to  assist  them  in  obtaining  a  pure  stream  in  years 
to  come  so  far  as  even  the  Tame  was  concerned.  He 
looked  upon  fishing  as  one  of  the  most  delightful  recrea- 
tions that  it  was  possible  to  enjoy.  The  chairman  replied, 
and  expressed  their  gratitude  to  Lord  Lichfield  for  his 
attendance.  Ther»  was  a  splendid  feeling  existing  between 
the  members  of  the  association  and  the  farmers  through 
whose  land  their  water  ran.  The  fishermen  looked  after 
the  interests  of  the  farmer,  and  the  farmer  after  those  of 
the  angler.  He  proposed  Our  Guest,"  and  spoke  of  the 
sportsmanlike  way  in  which  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  had  met 
the  association.  His  lordship  had  granted  them  a  reduc- 
tion of  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  their  rent,  and  a  rebate  on 
the  five  years  before  the  reduction  of  nearly  £150. 
I  Applause.)  This  generous  treatment  had  put  the  associa- 
tion in  a  sound  financial  position.  His  lordship  replied, 
and  several  other  toasts  were  honoured.  The  St.  Chad's 
Quartette  sang  several  songs  and  glees  to  Mr.  W.  G. 
Halliley's  accompaniment. — Birmingham  Daily  PoM, 


NORTHERN  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 

A  meeting  of  the  executive  council  was  held  at  the  Old 
Swan  Hotel,  Wigan,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  June 5.  The 
following  representatives  were  present  :  Messrs.  James 
Hill,  Joseph  Hill,  R.  Cocker,  and  T.  Lobley  (Bolton) ; 
G.  Sutherland,  J.P.,  and  T.  Harford  (Wigan)  ;  J.  Burton 
(FamwoTth) ;  A.  Hurst  (Atherton) ;  J.  H.  Hall  (Oldham, 
&c.)  ;  R.  Cole  (Crewe)  ;  J.  Furness  (Stockport)  ; 
W.  Livesey  (Blackburn) ;  T.  F.  Wallwork,  hon.  treasurer  ; 
T.  W.  Redford,  lion,  secretary.  In  the  absence  of  the 
president  (Rev.  C.  P.  Roberts),  Mr.  J.  H.  Hall  was  elected 
to  the  chair.  The  minutes  of  last  meeting  having  been 
confirmed,  the  secretary  read  a  brief  statement  of  receipts, 
expenses,  and  membership  to  date,  showing  a  favourable 
balance  and  an  increased  membership.  An  account  for 
printing  membership  tickets,  &c,  was  passed,  and  payment 
ordered.  The  Wigan  centre  officials  reported  .that  in 
the  case  of  night  lining  by  four  of  their  members  in 
Lancaster  Canal,  they  had  obtained  a  submission 
which  was  satisfactory  to  the  canal  proprietors,  and 
that  all  costs  of  printing,  &c,  incurred  in  the  case  would 
be  defrayed  by  the  centre ;  also  that  a  special  circular 
had  been  issued  to  fho  clubs  and  members,  informing 
them  that  any  one  offending  in  future  will  be  severely 
dealt  with.  It  was  resolved  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
executive  council,  the  action  taken  by  the  Wigan  centro, 
is  very  eatisfacfory.  A  recommendation  was  made  thatall 
members  and  clubs  discountenance  trailing  with  spinning 
baits  from  canal  boats.  A  list  of  additional  facilities 
granted  by  the  railway  compmies  since  the  travelling 
cards  were  printed  was  read  by  the  secretary,  special 
reference  being  made  to  the  services^  rendered  by  Mr. 


George  Harwood,  M.P.,  in  obtaining  the  recognition  of 
the  Northern  Anglers'  Association  by  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company,  and  the  efforts  made  to  get  facilities 
from  St.  Helen's  to  the  Lancaster  Canal.  As  the 
St.  Helen's  cenfre  had  only  taken  seventy-five  cards, 
the  secretary  was  directed  to  ask  for  payment  on  the 
higher  scale,  the  minimum  for  the  reduced  scale  being  100.  A 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  Mr.  Geo.  Harwood,  M.P., 
and  also  to  the  hon.  treasurer  for  bi9  services  in  interest- 
ing Mr.  Harwood  on  our  behalf.  Slips  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  insertion  in  the  travelling  cards  to  bring 
them  up  to  date,  and  the  secretary  was  authorised  to  issue 
duplicates  for  lost  cards,  after  the  expiration  of  one 
month,  at  Is.  each.  An  important  discussion  took  place 
as  to  the  legality,  or  otherwise,  of  fishing  for  coarse  fish  in 
a  river  which  contains  trout  without  taking  out  a  trout 
licence.  The  council  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  a 
trout  licence  was  not  necessary,  and  it  was  resolved  that 
the  secretary  be'  instructed  to  communicate  with  the 
officers  of  other  associations  with  a  view  to  holding  a  con- 
ference for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  defenca  fund  in  aid  of 
the  Bridgnoith  Angling  Society  in  their  contention  with 
the  Severn  Board  of  Conservators.  The  King's  Arms 
Club,  Pendleton,  was  asked  to  join  Bolton  centre  for  the 
present  year,  with  the  understanding  that  a  Manchester 
or  Sal  ford  centre  shall  be  formed  next  year.  It  was 
decided  that  the  executive  council  shall  meet  quarterly  in 
future,  and  that  the  next  meeting  shall  be  held  at  Crewe. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman  concluded  the  pro- 
ceedings. Thos.  W.  Bedford,  Hon.  Sec. 


UNIQUE  EEL  FISHING. 

A  man  named  Holden  in  Maine  concluded  to  try  catch- 
ing eels  for  market.  He  asked  the  price  of  eels,  and  when 
he  learned  that  he  could  get  $10  a  barrel  for  them  skinned, 
dressed,  and  salted,  went  into  the  business.  Through  one 
head  of  a  pork  barrel  he  cut  a  round  hole  about  4in.  in 
diameter,  around  the  sides  of  which  he  nailed  the  leg  of  a 
stout  cotton  stocking.  Then,  by  cutting  off  the  toe  of  the 
stocking  and  turning  it  wrong  side  out  so  the  foot  hung 
inside  the  barrel,  and  by  boring  a  dozen  small  holes  in  the 
opposite  head  of  the  barrel,  he  had  an  eel  pot  as  good  as  he 
could  buy  for  35.  After  this  he  put  his  barrel  stalking  end 
up  under  his  mill  flume,  nailed  some  strips  of  stout  cloth 
to  the  end  of  the  flume,  connected  them  with  the  barrel 
head,  and  hoisting  his  mill  gate  a  little  way  so  that  the 
water  would  run  out  no  faster  than  it  leaked  from  the 
barrel,  he  was  ready  to  catch  eels.    He  caught  them,  too. 

The  first  week  he  shipped  eight  barrels  of  salted  eels  to 
Boston,  which  netted  him  over  SCO.  In  less  than  a  month 
he  was  taking  eels  at  the  rate  of  two  barrels  a  day,  and  was 
making  more  from  his  oel  pot  in  one  season  than  the  saw- 
mill could  earn  him  in  a  lifetime.  The  oversupply  of 
salted  eels  caused  the  New  York  and  Boston  prices  to 
drop ;  but  though  eels  went  from  $10  to  S8  a  barrel  and 
from  S8  to  ?6,  Holden  kept  on  catching,  skinning,  salting, 
and  selling  eels  until  he  had  bought  about  all  the  land  that 
joined  his,  and  was  counted  the  richest  man  in  town.  The 
sawmill  rotted  and  was  blown  down  in  a  gale  last  fall,  and 
Holden,  having  money  enough  to  last  the  rest  of  his  life 
sold  out  the  mill  dam  to  a  company,  which  is  still  catching 
eels  and  declaring  annual  dividends  of  30  per  cent,  on  a 
capital  of  310,000.  Though  eels  at  the  rate  of  a  barrel  a 
day  have  been  taken  from  this  stream  for  the  past  three 
years,  the  supply  seems  to  be  as  good  as  ever,  and  no  doubt 
the  catch  could  be  doubled  by  putting  in  two  flumes  with 
a  barrel  and  stalking  arrangement  under  each  flume. 

This  spring,  after  the  ice  thawed  around  the  Holden  eel 
privilege,  a  resident  complained  that  the  eel  company  was 
violating  the  law  by  taking  more  than  251b.  of  fish  at  one 
time.  The  company  got  the  case  postponed  to  the  April 
term  of  court,  and  came  to  the  leg'slature  for  a  special  act 
to  allow  it  to  take  eels  by  the  barrel.  After  considerable 
debate  the  whole  question  of  taking  eels  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Fish  and  Garr  e, 
who  have  decided  to  let  the  company  proceed  with  its 
work.  It  was  at  the  hearing  of  this  matter  that  the  above 
and  several  other  stories  of  a  similar  nature  were  told. — 
American  F.  G. 


GREAT  LAKE,  TASMANIA. 

Tins  lake  is  a  noble  sheet  of  water,  situated  on  the 
Tasmanian  Highlands  some  3000ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  It  is  ninety  miles  in  circumference,  and  abounds  in 
brown  trout,  one  having  been  taken  by  the  late  Mr. 
Matthew  Seal,  the  chairman  of  the  Fisheries  Board,  251b. 
weight.  There  is  good  accommodation  at  the  lake,  and  a 
great  many  persons  visit  it,  some  from  the  mainland  of 
Australia,  and  a  fair  percentage  of  English  anglers.  The 
fish  are  all  taken  with  a  spinning  bait.  For  a  long  time 
it  was  thought  best  to  use  natural  baits,  but  experience  has 
shown  artificial  ones  to  be  quite  as  effective,  and  less 
troublesome  to  procure.  The  expensive  spinners  fitted  out 
by  the  English  tackle  makers  are  being  discarded,  and 
locally  made  spinners  of  eel  skin  or  trout  skin  have  been 
found  more  lasting  and  effectual.  The  best  time  for 
fishing  is  from  January  1  to  April  30,  when  the  open 
season  ends.  The  following  is  the  official  list  of  catches 
recorded  by  Constable  Eady  from  the  commencement  of 
the  year.  It  does  not,  however,  pretend  to  be  complete  : 
Fortnight  ending  Jan.  II,  Messrs.  II.  W.  Bryant,  J. 
Cathcart,  W.  Irvine,  R.  Headlam,  and  \V.  Fairbanks,  nine 
days'  fishing,  twenty-eight  fish  weighing  20M^lb.,  three 
largest  fish,  221b.  111b.  and  111b.  II.  W.  Bryant  (alone), 
elevon  days'  fishing,  twenty-eight  fish,  2511b.,  throe  largest 
fish  131b.,  12Jlb.,  lljlb.  Mr.  Bumsidos  and  friends,  five 
days'  fishing,  five  fish.  491b.,  largest  fish  121b.  Fortnight 
ending  Jan.  25,  Mr.  \V.  Cobbett,  ton  days,  live  fish,  381b., 
largest  fish  111b.  Dr.  Cole  and  party,  two  days,  nine  fish, 
641b.,  largest  fish  131b.  Fortnight  onding  Feb.  7,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  five  days,  eleven  fall,  weigliing891b.    Mr.  Neville 


Hicks,  three  days,  eight  fish  9821b.,  largest  fish  17ilb.» 
17glb.  17Jlb.    Fortnight  ending  Feb.  22,  Mr.  N.  Hicks> 
two  days,  two  fish,  20Jlb.    Mr.  R.  Ritchie,  Mr.  F.  E. 
Ritchie,  Mr.  ('.  Harrison,  seven  days,  six  fish,  62Jlb 
largest  fish  17£lb.,  121b..  lOJlb.    Mr.  Jones  has  kept  no 
account  of  days'  fishing,  fifty  fish,  weighing  1401b.,  biggest 
fish  1  Ub.    Fortnight  ending  March  7,  Capt.  Owen,  three- 
days,  seven  fish,  weighing  691b.,  largest  15£lb.    J.  A. 
Corbett,  four  days,  thirteen  fish,  129£lb.,  largest  171b. 
12  ilb.,  121b.    Neville  Hicks,  fourteen  days,  forty-one  fish 
weighing  3901b. ;  no  details  supplied.    H.  P.  Smith,  two 
days,  four  fish,  weighing  37|lb.    Total  weight  recorded, 
15171b.  (taken  from  a  lake  stocked  sixteen  or  seventeen 
years  back),  by  Constable  Eady  who  is  still  stationed  at  the- 
lake.  W.  Crook f. 

Sandy  Bay,  Hobart. 


WOES  OF  A  FISHMONGER. 

It  was  Friday  afternoon,  and  the  fishmonger  had  not 
disposed  of  all  his  stock.  His  eagle  eye  caught  sight  of  a 
woman  leaning  on  her  elbows  and  looking  down  into  the 
alley  from  the  rear  window  of  a  flat  six  stories  from  the 
ground.  He  fancied  she  nodded  when  he  looked  up,  sj, 
taking  a  large  fish  in  each  hand,  he  started  up  the  winding 
stairs.  The  persperation  stood  out  in  great  beads  as  he- 
ascended  the  final  flight  and  displayed  the  fish  to  the 
woman.  "  Which  one  do  you  want,  mum  ?  Nice,  fresh 
fish  ;  caught  'em  meself  this  morning." 

"  I  do  not  want  any  fish,"  she  snapped. 

"  But  you  signalled  me  to  come  up  here." 

"  No,  I  didn't.  I  thought  I  knew  you  and  merel 
bowed.  But  I  see  I  never  met  you  and  I  do  not  want  an 
fish." 

"  Well,  this  is  a  good  thing,"  growled  the  fish  merchan 
as  he  clattered  down  the  stairs.  He  slammed  tbe  un 
off  ending  fish  back  into  the  box,  mounted  the  wagon  an 
drove  away.  He  had  progressed  about  a  block,  cursin 
his  luck  and  saying  uncomplimentary  things  in  gener" 
about  women,  when  he  turned  to  shake  his  fist  at  the  caug 
of  his  wrath.  As  he  looked  around  she  beckoned  hi 
again.  There  was  no  mistake  about  it  this  time.  "  Gue 
she's  changed  her  mind,"  he  commented,  as  he  turne 
and  drove  back.  Gathering  up  the  same  two  fish,  he  agar 
climbed  the  six  stories,  only  to  find  the  door  closed  and  the 
woman  nowhere  in  sight.  "  Gone  to  get  a  pan,  I  suppose," 
he  said,  as  he  beat  vigorously  upon  the  door. 

Finally  the  door  opened  as  far  as  a  burglar  chain  won! 
permit,  and  the  hatchet  face  of  the  woman  appeared 
'  Which  one  of  'em  does  yer  want,  mum  ?  " 

"  I  don't  want  either  one.    I  told  you  onee  before  tha 
I  did  not  want  any  fish  to-day." 

"  What  did  you  call  me  back  for,  then  ?  " 

"  To  tell  you  that  I  do  not  want  any  fish  to-day,  an 
that  you  need  not  stop  here  next  Friday  either.    We  buy 
nothing  from  hucksters,  anyway." 

"Bang!"  went  the  door,  and  the  fishmonger  agar 
descended  the  stairs,  but  what  he  said  would  be  cut  out 
by  the  proof  readers,  so  there  is  no  use  repeating  it. 
Cliicago  Times-Herald. 


Jiotea  from  tfie  Jiortf). 

Her  Majesty's  guests  at  Balmoral,  and  the  members 
of  the  Court,  who  affect  the  gentle  art,  are  in  luck  just 
now.  The  Balmoral  and  Birkhall  pools  are  full  with  a  fine 
head  of  fish  from  the  lower  waters  up  with  the  semi-spate 
of  last  week,  and  four,  five,  and  six  are  the  daily  baskets 
at  the  Castle  larder. 

Captain  Irvine,  of  H.M.  guard  of  honour,  along  with 
Lieutenants  Glassford  and  Muir,  have  the  run  of  the- 
Birkhall  reaches,  and  have  had  several  good  runs  with 
some  fi-pounders  and  8  pounders.  The  non-coms,  of  the 
bodyguard  are  out  every  day  on  the  hunt  for  trout,  and 
their  efforts  are  by  no  means  in  vain. 

Lord  Cairns  and  Lord  Herbert  Vane  Tempest  have- 
succeeded  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar  on  the  lower  Invercauld 
water,  and  have  had  excellent  sport  every  day  out,  havin 
from  three  to  six  fish  between  them,  varying  from  61b. 
to  81b. 

The  amount  of  sport  on  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Dee  ia 
by  no  means  gratifying,  and  the  river  is  daily  getting 
lower  and  beginning  to  silt  up  with  algie.  There  is  a 
want  of  fresh  fish,  and  the  grilse  season  is  not  showing  up 
as  well  as  one  could  wish  for  the  middle  of  June. 

On  the  east  coast  the  salmon  fishing  returns  are  again 
at  the  lowest  level.  Only  fifty  fish  were  got  from  nearly 
as  many  nets  on  Saturday  morning  last,  while  the  grilse- 

and  soa  trout  were  also  at  a  discount. 

The  liOndon  Directors,  of  the  Highland  Hailway 
Company  appointed  Mr.  G.  H.  Brunton  manager  cf 
the  Station  Hotel,  out  of  a  list  of  1  fO  candidates.  Mr. 
Brunton  has  been  assistant  manager  of  St.  Enoch  Hotel, 

(I'asgow,  for  the  past  fivo  years. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  havo  been  enjoying  some 
excellent  trout  fishing  in  the  Deveronat  DnfT  House.  The 
I  )uke  leaves  for  the  south  again  this  week,  but  the  Duchess 
stays  on  a  while  longer. 

The  Mosset  burn  case  is  rather  interesting.  Alexander 
Bain,  jun.,  Forres,  sued  Jolin  Findlay  Cramond,  tOWB 
councillor,  Forres,  and  Peter  Symon,  foreiter,  for  £100 
damages,  in  respeot  that  defender  cut  down  a  number  of 
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whin  and  other  hushes  along  the  hanks  of  the  Mosset  hum 
ex  adverso  of  pursuer's  land,  and  without  pursuer's  leave. 
A  public  right  of  way  along  the  bank  is  not  disputed. 
The  sheriff  has  decided  in  favour  of  the  pursuer,  and 
awarded  £5  damages-,  with  expenses.  The  sheriff  holds 
that  even  although  it  he  proved  that  the  cutting  away  of 
the  hushes  improved  the  bank,  yet  defenders  had  no  right 
to  interfere  with  the.  matter  against  pursuer's  express 
disipprobaticn. 

The  American  squid  bait,  of  which  two  consignments 
arrived  the  other  week,  has  turned  out  a  complete  failure. 
One  sample  was  found  to  have  heen  destroyed  in  transit. 
The  other  sample  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  practical 
fisherman  for  a  direct  test  of  the  qualities  of  the  bait. 
Lines  were  baited  alternately  with  squil  and  herring. 
When  they  were  drawn  it  was  found  that  a  good  few  cod 
had  been  caught  on  the  herring  baits,  but  only  one  single 
cole  fish  on  the  squid,  valued  at  Id.  The  proof  of  the 
pudding  is  the  eating  of  it,  and  so  far  preserved  American 
squid  at  least  will  not  find  much  encouragement  in  our 
home  market.   


The  Alster  case  has  advanced  a  stage,  and  a  very 
important  one,  too.  The  first  division  of  the  Court  of 
Session  were  asked  to  throw  out  the  application  of  the 
German  captain  asking  interdict  against  the  fishery  officer 
prohibiting  his  landing  his  fish  caught  in  the  Moray  Firth, 
outside  the  three-miles  limit  at  Aberdeen.  This  the  Court 
has  decidedly  refused  to  do.  Although  not  expressing  an 
opinion  as  yet,  they  have  resolved  to  have  the  merits  of  the 
matter  debated,  and  have  accordingly  remitted  it  back  to 
the  Inferior  Court  to  proceed  with  a  proof. 

Poaching  is  now  rife  on  the  Don.  If  anglers  have  not 
got  all  the  big  trout  the  poachers  will  soon  make  a 
clearance  of  them.  It  is  said  that  every  bit  of  the  river 
for  twenty-five  miles  inland  has  been  systematically 
receiving  attention,  and  only  in  the  strictly  preserved  and 
carefully  watched  reaches  is  there  anything  of  a  good 
head  of  fish  being  left.  Be  this  as  it  may,  keepers  will  be 
none  the  worse  to  be  on  the  alert  at  least,  for  in  these 
small  waters  the  big  fish  are  easily  whipped  out— much 
more  easily  than  they  can  be  replaced  with  after  watching. 

Special  Scotch. 


provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  committee  of  the  Birmingham  Association  met  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  June  3.    Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  H.  Miller  occupied  the  vice-chair.    The  meeting 
was  well  attended.    The  chief  business  on  the  agenda  was 
the  important  matter  of  the  Bridgnorth  anglers  and  the 
Severn  Fishery  Board.    The  president,  in  introducing  the 
matter,  referred  to  the  minute  passed  at  the  late  committee 
meeting,  in  which  the  committee  refused  to  assist  the 
Bridgenorth  anglers  to  defend  their  action.  Several  let!  ers 
that  had  been  received  since  the  last  committee  meeting 
were  r:-ad.   The  chief  letters  bearing  upon  the  case  were 
from  the  Provincial  Association's  solicitor,  Mr.  E.  Moore, 
of  Tewkesbury  ;  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis  Bund,  chairman  of  the 
Severn  Fishery    Board;  and  also  from  the  Bridgnorth 
Association.    A  long  discussion  took  place  upon  the 
question,  which  lasted  n9ar  upon  two  hours,  when,  owing 
to  the  fresh  matter  brought  to  bear  upon  the  subject,  it 
was  decided  to  rescind  the  minute  passed  at  the  last  meet- 
i  ig,  and  to  place  before  the  delegates  of  the  Birmingham 
Association  the  advisability  of  that  association,  together 
with  the  Provincial  and  Bridgnorth  Associations,  com- 
bining together  to  fight  out  the  case,  the  three  associations 
mentioned  to  pay  an  equal  portion  of  the  future  expenses. 
This  was  resolved  upon  by  a  large  ma  jority.    The  attitude 
of  the  Midland  Railway  Company  being  in  favour  of  the 
association  accepting  club3  in  close  proximity  of  each  other 
was  discussed,  when  it  was  resolved  to  take  the  opinion  of 
the  delegates  upon  the  matter  previous  to  any  action  being 
taken  by  the  association.    The  three  following  places  for 
the   annual   contest    to  be   fished    at   were  recom- 
mended to  the  delegates,  namely,  Stourport,  Tewkesbury, 
and  Pershore ;  the  latter  place  will  no  doubt  receive  the 
most  support,  and  be  accepted.    The  grant  for  prizes  was 
considered,  when  it  was  suggested    that  £40  and  the 
diplomas  would  meet  the  requirements.    The  committee 
were  in  favour  of  the  coupon  system  being  abolished.  The 
matter  re  a  deputation  to  wait  upon  the  Midland  Railway 
Company's  general  manager  at  Derby  relative  to  a 
service  of  Sunday  train3  to  Evesham,  and  other  important 
matters  of  business,  was  approved  of.    I  am  pleased  to 
inform  the  members  of  the  Provincial  Angling  Association 
that  they  will  be  allowed  to  fish  the  Shropshire  Union 
Canal  until  further  notice,  from  Barbridge  to  Ellesmere 
Port,  and  between  Nantwich  and  Middlewich  (Wardle 
Lock),  and  between  Roving    Bridge  aid  Bettesfield, 
including  the  Prees  branch.    The  rent  has  been  paid  in 
advance,  and  members  will  be  allowed  to  fish  the  canal 
at  the  places  mentioned  until  March  15  next,  upon  pro- 
ducticn  of  their  travelling  cirds.    The  canal  is  well 
stocked  with  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  which  are  reported 
to  be  getting  into  good  condition.    No  Sunday  fishing  is 
allowed  from  the  towing  path,  but  no  doubt  some  of  the 
landowners  would  not  object  if  approachel  in  a  proper 
manner  by  the  members.    Members  will  be  charged  3d. 
per  head  who  wish  to  fish  contests  in  the  water,  with  a 
liberal  discount  to  thq  asso;iation  on  the  sale  of  these 
tickets.    A  new  working  man's  angling  club  has  been 
formed  at  Oxford.    The  number  of  enrolled  members  is 
over  seventy.  •  The  committee  have  made  application  to 
join  the  Provincial  Association,  in  order  to  obtain  the 


G.W.R.  Company's  concessions.  The  High  Wycombe 
Association  have  arranged  for  a  representative  of  the 
R  A. A.  to  visit  them  at  an  early  date.  The  Birmingham 
Assoeiation  still  continues  to  increase  its  membership. 
Next  year  we  hope  to  be  over .  five  thousand  strong.  We 
have  had  bad  fishing  weather  during  the  holidays,  cold 
east  winds  and  rain  in  abundance ;  this  has  been  against 
trout  fishing,  and  as  a  consequeuce  very  little  has  been 
done.    All  our  members  are  looking  forward  to  the  16th. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Angling  on  Derbyshire  streams  was  good,  as  a  rule,  up 
to  Tuesday  last,  when  it  was  checked  by  cold  east  winds 
and  rain,  and  the  waters,  which  had  quite  recovered  from 
the  recent  thunder  showers,  were  again  disturbed  and  dis- 
coloured. They  are  now  fining  down  again,  and  to-day 
(Wednesday  evening)  the  weather  seems  to  be  improving. 
The  May  Fly  season  is  now  on  on  most  of  the  streams, 
being  somewhat  earlier  than  is  usual  in  Derbyshire. 
Fishing  on  the  pretty  Fenny  Bentley  brook — a  tributary 
of  the  river  Dove — a  few  days  since,  two  or  three  anglers 
captured  several  brace  of  good  sized  fish,  and  had  a 
pleasant  time  of  it.  This  is  the  stream  of  which  Charles 
Cotton  wrote  :  "  This,  sir,  is  called  Bentley  brook,  and  is 
full  of  very  good  trout  and  grayling,  but  so  encumbered 
with  wood  in  many  places  as  is  troublesome  for  an  angler." 
The  stream  is  now  much  as  it  was  in  the  poet-angler's 
time.  Visitors  have  been  fairly  numerous  on  several 
reaches  of  the  Dove,  and,  in  spite  of  Whitsuntide  holiday 
folk,  some  tolerably  good  sport  has  bean  had  on  the  Dove- 
dale  waters,  and  on  the  higher  lengths  of  the  river  by 
Beresford  Dale  and  Hartington.  For  several  days  there 
has  been  about  the  full  number  of  rods  allowed  on  the 
Wye  between  Rowsley  and  Bakewell,  and  some  decent 
creels,  have  been  made,  and  there  has  been  satisfactory 
sport  on  the  Litton  Mill  and  Miller's  Dale  lengths. 
Numerous  anglers  from  neighbouring  towns  have  been  out 
on  the  Derwent,  near  Duffield,  and  between  Belper 
and  the  Alderwasley  Woods,  and  several  good  lots  of  fish 
have  been  killed  there,  both  by  fly  and  by  bottom  angling. 
Higher  up,  on  the  parley  waters,  there  has  been  fair  sport, 
several  brace  of  nice  sized  fish  having  been  taken  by 
members  of  the  club  and  by  visitors;  and  some  of  the 
numerous  visitors  to  the  Chatsworth  lengths  have  made 
good  baskets  between  Baslow  and  Beeley  Bridges,  and  on 
the  reaches  by  Beeley,  Calton  Woods,  and  Rowsley.  On 
the  river  by  Calver,  Froggatt,  Stoke,  and  up  to  Grindle- 
ford  the  angling  has  been  fairly  good,  both  on  the  private 
and  open  lengths;  and  beyond,  by  Seam  Woods  and 
Hathersage,  up  to  Sickleholme,  several  good  creels  have 
heen  made  by  members  of  the  Hathersage  Angling 
Association  and  others.  Some  fairly  good  sport  has  been 
had  on  the  Bamford,  Yorkshire  Bridge,  and  Ashopton 
reaches  by  fly  and  bottom  fishing ;  and  several  brace  of 
fish  have  been  taken  on  the  neighbouring  tributaries  of  the 
river.  There  has  been  a  considerable  number  of  visitors 
to  the  Lums,  in  Tansley,  mostly  holiday  folk  from  the 
Matlock  Hydros,  and  some  of  them  met  with  decent  sport 
bottom  fishing  with  worms,  maggots,  and  ant  eggs  ;  the 
fly  fishing  there  was  not  very  successful.  Several  privileged 
persons  have  been  .fishing  the  Lathkill  during  the  week, 
and  also  portions  of  the  Bradford,  and  fair  creels  were 
made  by  some  of  the  party,  but  the  sport  was  interrupted 
by  the  sudden  coming  of  east  winds  and  cold  rains,  now 
happily  disappearing. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  Whitsuntide  matches  have  not  been  the  success, 
so  far  as  the  _  fish  are  concerned,  that  was  anticipated  ; 
odd  trout  of  fair  size  have  been  taken  in  different  parts, 
but  chiefly  with  worm.    The  Hull  Ramblers'  A. A.  fished 
their  second  match  of  the  season  on  the  river  Hull,  at 
Weelferry,  on  Monday,  but  the  takes  were  only  small,  Mr. 
Thos.  Padgit  securing  the  first  prize  with  a  little  over  fib. 
of  fish  ;   Messrs.  G.  Rea,   T.   Featherstonhaugh,  and 
G.  B.  Cheeseman  were  the  next  successful  three  winners. 
The  Beverley  A.S.  a'so  fished  a  match  on  the  river, 
resulting  in  Mr.  R.  Gilbraith  taking  the  first  prize  with 
13jOZ. ;  the  next  two  being  taken  by  Mes3rs.  T.  Skinner 
and  J.  R.  Moffat.    On  the  10th  inst.  the  Wednesday  A.S. 
will  have  a  roving  match  on  the  river  Ancholme,  at  Brigg; 
and  on  June  19  the  Kingston  A.S.  will  fish  a  match  on 
the  river  Hull,  at  Weelferry;  and  on  the  same  day  the 
N  rth   Myton  and  George  and  Dragon  A.S.  will  fish 
a  matc'i,  each  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal — the  North 
Mjton's  at  Broomfleet,  |and  the  George  and  Dragon's  at 
Newport.   An  annual  open  match,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  River  Hull  A.S.,  will  also  take  place  on  the  same 
Jay  at  Femby  Sluice,   on  the  Ansholme.    The  East 
Hull  Brass  Band    A.S.   fished  their  second  match  at 
Hedon,  on  the  Burstwick  Drain,  but  the  takes  were  only 
moderate.    Mr.  J.  Thompson  was  declared  the  winner  of 
the  first  prize  with  15oz.,  Messrs.  Frank  Carle  and  E. 
I  )xley  falsing  the  next  two  prizes.    On  Wednesday  evening 
last  the  Hull  Amalgamated  A.  A.  held  a  council  meeting 
at  the  Queen's   Hotel,  Hull,  the  president  (Mr.  W.  H. 
Barker)  occupying  the  chair.   Several  local  club3  were 
granted  permission  to  hold  their  matches  on.  the  Burstwick 
Drain  and  Patrington  Haven  at  various  dates,  and  the 
president  reported  as  to  the  action  taken  by  the  amalga- 
mation relative  to  three  of  the  members  being  prosecuted 
by  the  Yorkshire  Fishery  Beard  for  fishing  in  the  river 
Hull,  at  Dunswell,  without  a  trout  licence,  and,  after  a 
long  discussion,  it  was  agreed  that  the  question  of  taking 
out  trout  licences  next  season  should  be  brought  before 
the  Yorkshire  Anglers'  conference  committee  at  their 
next  meeting,  and  a  common  course  resolved  on  by  the 
six  amalgamations  in  the  county.    The  president  drew  the 
attention  of  the  delegates  to  the  forthcoming  T.  Glenton's 
benefit  match,  promote!  by  the  Clarence  A.S.,  on  June  19, 
at  Ferriby  Sluice,  and  urged  all  members  to  patronise  it. 
The  financial  secretary  then  reported  that  the  present 
membership  was  012,  after  which  the  council  adjourned. 


FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  dialect  particular  to  this  county  is  at  present  getting 
heard  in  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and  many  an 
imprint  of  "clog  soles"  is  getting  made  in  soil  only 
frequented  in  Whit  week.  It  is  no  fishy  yarn  to  state 
that  there  are  thousands  of  our  men  enjoying  themselves 
at  every  available  resort.  The  recently  acquired  anglers' 
privilege  ticket  has  caused  a  greater  exodus  than  ever  this 
year,  as  places  are  now  within  reach  which  hitherto  cost 
too  much  to  visit.  Many  of  our  men  have  to  rest  content 
with  local  waters  after  this  great  annual  holiday,  so 
that  it  is  no  wonder  that  in  a  few  weeks  we  shall 
be  in  the  midst  of  a  full  programme  of  matches 
organised  to  suit  the  taste  of  those  who  revel 
in  the  mild  excitement  of  a  struggle  for  prizes. 
It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  understand  the  great  strides  the 
sport  of  fishing  has  made  during  the  past  few  years.  Some 
seven  or_  eight  years  ago  very  little  was  heard  about 
angling  in  Lancashire,  but  now  it  is  admitted  one  of  our 
leading  sports.  Again  we  hear  of  good  baskets  on  the 
Ribble.  This  river  appears  to  be  giving  general  satisfac- 
tion to  its  patrons  this  season.  So  far,  only  one  report 
each  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  two  from  Wales,  are 
to  hand,  and  none  of  them  are  exciting ;  sport  obtained 
mediocre.  There  is  a  very  serious  statement  of  the 
poaching  proclivities  in  one  district,  which  needs 
immediate  investigation,  but  at  present  had  better  be  left 
alone  in  these  notes.  The  May  Fly  is  reported  on  many 
waters,  but  not  in  the  quantities  we  are  used  to  see  it. 
After  the  flnods  have  gone,  i.e.,  towards  the  end  of  the 
week,  our  streams  generally  should  fish  very  well. 

FROM  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

Whitsuntide  has  bean  somewhat  marred  by  cold  and 
stormy  weather,  and  holiday  makers , who  contemplated 
sport  with  the  rod  and  line  have  been  disappointed.  The 
trout  fishing  prospects  were  greatly  improved  Jast  week,  and 
up  to  Saturday  the  conditions  were  just  of  a  kind  calculated 
to  inspire  confidence  in  those  who  had  made  arrangements 
to  spend  the  holidays  on  the  banks  of  the  trout  streams. 
Those  who  were  out  last  week  obtained  some  excellent 
sport,  especially  with  the  fly,  evening  proving  the  best 
time  for  operations.  On  Sunday  the  district  was  visited  by 
a  succession  of  thunderstorms,  and  the  genial  weather 
which  had  prevailed  for  some  days  then  appeared  to  break 
up.  The  wind  again  veered  round  into  the  north-east, 
and,  as  was  the  case  last  month,  the  fish  became  inani- 
mate,  and  gave  no  sport.  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were 
thoroughly  wet  days,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  there 
eeemed_  no  prospect  of  an  immediate  change.  Coarse 
fishing  in  the  Fen  District  opens  next  Wednesday.  The 
spawning  season  has  been  a  favourable  one,  and  there  is 
every  promise  of  good  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

We  are  right  in  the  midst  of  our  annual  carnival 
nothing  being  in  evidence  but  the  pursuit  of  pleasure,  and 
no  doubt  much  will  be  obtained,  and  more  would  be  but 
for  the  rain.  Devotees  of  the  angle  have  turned  out  by 
ho.ts,  and  are  now  all  over  the  country.  Your  corre- 
spondent, on  Bank  Holiday,  journeyed  by  the  Great  Western 
Railway  excursion  towards  Staffordshire,  and  all  along 
the  line  anglers  were  to  be  seen.  We  have  much  to  thank 
railway  companies  for  in  cheap  travelling.  We  have  had 
another  prosecution  for  selling  unseasonable  salmon,  and 
the  offence  cost  the  delinquent  £21  in  fine  and  costs. 
When  will  our  authorities  open  the  "  official  eye  "  to  the 
sale  of  coarse  fish  in  close  season  ?  All  through  the  fence 
season  it  has  been  done  with  impunity.  A  smart  fine 
would  do  a  lot  towards  protecting  the  humble  coarse  fisher- 
man's sport.  It  is  not  every  pocket  that  can  support  a 
salmon  rod,  yet  the  lucky  holder  seems  to  have  his  sport 
protected,  but  the  despised  roach  and  other  species  must 
take  care  of  themselves.  Several  of  our  city  rods  were  at 
Poynton  Pool  on  Bank  Holiday,  and  many  got  there  in 
the  small  hours,  the  very  te3t  time  ;  but  it  is  too  early 
evidently  for  this  favourite  resort— the  fish  were  dead  off. 
A  few  of  our  local  waters  fished  well  on  the  7th.  One  of 
the  Buckland  Club,  fishing  their  own  water,  found  the  fish 
in  good  condition,  and  promising  well  for  good  sport 
during  the  summer. 

FROM  NORFOLK. 

Roach  and  bream  are  still  being  taken  in  some 
quantities  on  the  river  Bure,  the  fish  feeding  well  from 
Salhouse  to  Ranworth.  Several  baskets  of  from  201b.  to 
50lb.  were  taken  during  the  holidays.  Bream  have  also- 
fed  during  the  last  few  days  between  Brundall  and 
Buckenham,  on  the  Yare.  On  Saturday  a  nice  catch  was 
taken  just  below  Brundall;  and  on  Whit-Monday  two 
rods  took  about  001b.  at  Buckenham,  some  of  the  fish 
weighing  lib.  each.  Both  rivers  are  in  very  good  con- 
dition _  for  bottom  fishing,  but  the  fish  will  soon  be 
spawning,  so  that  little  will  probably  be  done  for  another 
fortnight. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Coarse  fish  anglers  are  eagorly  awaiting  the  opening  up  of 
the  ordinary  season  next  Wednesday.  On  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  last  rain  fell  steadily  for  some  hours,  and  at 
the  time  of  writing  my  report  the  Trent  was  rising,' though 
the  rise  cannot,  at  this  time  of  year,  bo  a  big  one.  Still 
fresh  water  of  any  kind  coming  down  should  do  general 
gwd.  Roach  have  apparently  loft  the  gravelly  shallows 
of  a  rapid  nature  for  deeper  streams,  in  which  they  will  be 
found  in  the  early  days  of  the  ensuing  campaign.  Caddis 
grubs  and  gentles  are  in  extensive  demand,  and  thev 
should  certainly  prove  more  serviceable  at  the  outset 
than  the  worm.  Barbel  and  chub  are  yet  on  the  scours 
though  possibly  they  will  bo  induced  to  look  at  an 
attractive  bunch  of  caddis  grubs.  The  May  Fly  has  been 
up  on  the  Greet  and  Dover  Beck,  and  on  favourable  days 
the  subscribers  have  creeled  some  really  handsome  trout. 
Good  sized  fish  have  also  been  killed  on  the  Dover  Bock 
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Supplied  tvith  Running  Water  to  Represent  the  River  and  its  Tributaries. 

PANORAMIC  MODEL  JTE  ROYAL  RIVER  THAMES, 

WITH  ITS  TRIBUTARIES.     FROM  SOURCE  TO  THE  NORE  LIGHT. 


(About  50ft.  long  by  4i  wide.) 


ON  EXHIBITION,  in  the  North  Gallery,  at  the  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YACHTING  and  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,  1897. 

Showing  the  Towns,  Islands,  Bridges,  Locks,  and  Weirs  in  bold  relief,  with  Models  of  some  of  th9  Principal  Buildings  along  its  banks.  It  also  shows  the 
Rise  and  Fall  of  the  Tide  up  to  Teddington  (Tide-End  town),  and  Vessels  of  all  descriptions  floating  on  the  Biver.  This  Mjdel  was  suggested  by  Mr.  B.  B, 
Marston,  Editor  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  a  Member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Inland  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Imperial  Institute,  and  constructed  in  seven  weeks  by 
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F.  BRION, 

MODELLER,     and  RELIEVO 


MA.T?     PUBLISHER,  &<•• 


England  and  Wales,  Scotland,  India,  Palestine,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  America  (North).  Size 

231n.  by  20in.    Price  £1  Is. 
London  (North),  London  (South),  Brighton.    Size  28in.  by  2lin.  Prica  i'l  Is. 


17, 


South-East  Part  of  England  (Weald).    With  Geological  Sections  at  edge  of  Model.    S'ZS  38ia 

by  21in.   Price  £5  10s. 
Rome  (Coloured  Geologically).   Size  34in.  by  2Din.    Price  £3  3s. 
Athens  (Coloured  General).    Size  40in.  by  32in.    Price  £1  4s. 
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GARDE  1ST  S, 


P  E  C  K  H  A  M 


RYES,  LONDON, 


WEATHER  FOUR  YEARS  IN  ADYAUCE, 

Author  of  "  British  Weather  Chart " 
purposes  issuing  baric  and  thermic  curves 
for  1899,  1900,  1901.  For  Jubilee  and 
Harvest  Weather,  see  revised  1897  Chart. 
Order  at  Bookstalls,  or  send  6\d.  to 
Morgan,  Publisher,  Norwood. 


Price  6d. 

ljd.  extra  for  Postage 


REMOVABLE  WINCH  GRIP, 

To  supersede  indiarubber  rings,  made  of 
brasB  ;  will  fit  any  rod. 

To  be  had  at  all  Fishing  Tackle  Shops. 

F.  TAGLIAFERRO,  Patentee, 

■  6,  St.  Helen'i  Place,  London,  B.C. 


JOHN  HONE,  or  Walton -on -Thames, 

(A  Thames  Fisherman  tcilh  a  life-long  experience). 

Will  LET  out  PUNTS  and  BOATS,  fixed 
in  a  selected  swim,  and  provide  ground- 
bait,  for  4s.  per  day ;  if  he  provides 
tackle  the  charge  is  5s.  per  day. 


STATIONS  AVAILABLE  TO  ANGLERS  BY  PRIVILEGE  TICKETS. 


ADDLESTONE  (Wey),  D,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  2d. 
Althorne  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  36,  3s. 
Amberley  (Aran).  F,  Sussex,  5s.  8rt.,  54  (By  Eld- 
ridge's  Excursion,  2s.  6d.). 
AMERSHAM  (Misbourn),  I  Bucks,  23| ;  2s.  3d. 
AMPTHILL  (Lakes),  G,  Beds,  44;  4s.  4d. 
ArdleiGH  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  56 ;  4s.  9d. 
Arlesey  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  37  ;  3s.  lid. 
Ashdrst  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  32 ;  3s.  4d. 
Audley  End  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  44;  3s.  6$d. 
Aylesbury  (Thame),  H  I,  Bucks,  48 ;  3s.  8d. 
Barcombe  Mills  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  5s.  6d. 
BATTLESBRIDGE  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  29 ;  2s.  4$d. 
Bedford  (Ouse),  G  H,  Beds,  50  ;  5s. 
Berkhampstead  (G.J.C.),  H,  Herts,  28;  2s.  lid. 
Billerioay  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  26;  2s. 
Billinghurst  (Arun).  F,  Sussex,  44  j  4s.  8d. 
Biggleswade  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  41 ;  4s.  4d. 
BrsHOP's  Stortford  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  33 ;  2s.  7d. 
Blake  Hall  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  21 ;  Is.  9$d 
BLUNTISHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  74;  5s.  2d. 
Bletchley  (Ousel),  H,  Bucks,  46|;  4s.  lid. 
Blunham  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  68;  5s.  3d. 
Bottisham,  A,  Cambs,  61f ;  5s.  l$d. 
Bourne  End  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  28|;  3s. 
Box  Hill  (Mole),  C  F,  Surrey,  22};  2s.  8d. 
BOXMO0R  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  24$ ;  2s.  6d. 
Braintree  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  45 ;  3s.  lOd. 
BRAUGHING  (Bib)  A,  Herts,  30$;  2s.  T$d. 
Brandon  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  86$;  7s.  3$d. 
Bricket  Wood  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
Broxbocrne  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  17$;  Is.  6d. 
BUNTINGFORD  (Bib),  Herts,  33| ;  2s.  lid. 
BURES  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  54;  4s.  6>d. 
Burnham-on  Crouch,  A,  Essex,  39;  3s.  3d. 
Burnt  Fen  (Little  Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  77 J;  6s.  6d. 
Burnt  Mill  (Stort  ),A,  Essex,  25;  Is.  11  $d. 
BURBEY  (Colne),  H,  Herts,  16;  Is.  8d. 
Byfleet  (Wey),D,  Surrey,  21J ;  2s.  3d. 
CASTLE  Hedingh  AM  (Colne),  A.Essex,  56} ;  4s -il$d. 
CHAPPEL  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  50};  4s.  2$d. 

Chalfont  Boad  (Misbourn),  I,  Bucks,  22;  2s. 

Cheddington  (Canal),  H,  Bucks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
CBESHAH  (Chess),  I,  Bucks,  27 ;  2s.  Sd. 

Chelmsford  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  29} ;  2s.  6$d. 

CHEBHUNT  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  144, ;  Is.  2d. 
CHERTBEY  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  224. ;  2s.  4d. 

Chigwell  Lane  (Boding),  A.Essex,  13$  ;  Is.  ljd. 

Chiltern  Green  (Lea),  G,  Herts,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 

Chorley,  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48$ ;  6s.  Id. 

CHORLEY  WOOD,  I,  Bucks,  20;  Is.  lOd. 

Clare  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  62;  5s.  3d. 

COBHAM  (Mole),  D,  Surrey,  18 j;  2s. 

COLCHESTER  fColne).,  A,  Essex,  51};  4s.  4Jd. 

COLNB  (Colne).  A,  Essex,  57$;  4s.  6d. 

COLNBROOK  (Colne),  E,  Berks,  16$;  Is.  8d  

Cookh am:  (Thames-;,  B,  Berks,  25$;  2s.  lOd. 

Cowden  (Medway),  F,  Kent,  29 ;  3s. 

Cromer,  A,  Norfolk,  139;  '10s. 

DATCHBT  (Thames),  D,  Berks,  28};  2s.  3d. 

DoWNHAM  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  86$;  7s.  3d. 

Dorking  (Mole),C  F,  Surrey,  20;  2s.  8d. 

EARL8WOOD  (Lakes),  F,  Surrey,  21  $  ;  2s. 

EAST  GRINSTEAD  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  30;  3s.  6d. 

EAST  FARLEIGH  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  44;  4s.  • 

Earith  Bridge  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  76};  5s.  4d. 

Edknbridoe  (Eden),  C  F,  Kent,  33;  2s.  8d. 

EOHAM  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  21;  2s.  3d. 

ELY  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  701 ;  5s.  lljd. 

Elstree  (Beservoirs),  G,  Herts,  12;  Is.  3d. 

Elhenham  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  38;  3s.  OJd. 

Enfield  LOCK  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  12;  Is. 

EPPING  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  17 ;  Is.  5Jd. 

EBHER  (Mole).  D,  Surrey,  14$;  Is.  6d. 

FaMBRLDGE  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  35  ;  2s.  lOd. 

FLITWICK  (Ivel),  G,  Beds.  40;  4s.  2d. 

FORB8T  Bow  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  39;  3s.  Cd. 

FulWell  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  12} ;  Is.  4d. 

GORING  (Thames),  B,  Oxford,  44};  4s.  9d. 

Gt.'Chksterford  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  48,  3s.  10$d. 

Great  Marlow  (Thames),  B,  Bucks,  35$ ;  3s.  3d. 

Gt.  MI88BNDON  (Misbourn),  l  Bucks,  29 ;  2s.  9d. 

Guildford  (Wey),  C  D,  Surrey,  28$;  3s  2d. 

GOKTON  (Broads),  A,  Norfolk,  138  ;  10s. 


HADHAM  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  25$;  2s.  3d. 
Halstead  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  62$ ;  4s.  8$d. 
Hampton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex ;  14$ ;  Is.  6d. 
Hampton  Wick  (Thames),  D,  Mdlsx.,  14$;  Is.  3d. 
HarltngtON  (Tod),  G,  Beds.  37;  3s.  lid. 
Harlow  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  26} ;  2s:  l$d. 
Harpenden  (Lea),  E  G,  Herts,  27$ ;  2s.  7d. 
Hartkield  (Medway),  F,  Sussex,  42;  3d.  6d. 
Hatfield  (Lea),  E,  Herts,  17} ;  Is.  iod. 
Hatfield PEVEREL(Chelmer),  A.Essex,  36;  3s.  Id. 
HAYWARDS  Heath  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  37 ;  4s. 
Hever  (Eden),  F,  Kent,  27 ;  2s.  lOd. 
High  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  11$ ;  Is. 
Henley  (Thames),  B,  Oxon,  35};  3s.  91. 
Hertford  (Lea),  A  E,  Herts,  24$;  2s.  6d. 
HlLGAY  Fen  (Ouse),  A,  Norfolk,  88};  6s.  10$d. 
Horley  (Mole),  F,  Surrey,  25;  2s.  8d. 
HORSHAM  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  37  ;  3s.  lOd. 
Horsted  Keynes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  36$;  3s.  lOd. 


Hunstanton,  A,  Norfolk,  114$ ;  9s.  6d. 
Huntingdon  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  58} ;  6s.  2d. 
Irchkster  (Ouse),  G,  Northampton,  61 ;  6s.  5d. 
Kelvedon  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  42$;  3s.  7d. 
King's  Langley  (Canal),  H,  Herts,  21;  2s.  2d. 
Kingston  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  12;  Is.  3d. 
Lakenheath  (Ouse),  A,  Suffolk,  82$ ;  6s.  ll$d. 
Lang  ford   Hall  Fishery  (Blackwater);  A., 

Essex,  44;  3s.  3^d.  (Change  at  Witham). 
Langley  (Canal),  B,  Berks,  16$ ;  Is.  8d. 
Leagrave  (Lea),  G,  Beds.  32$;  3s.  5d. 
Leatherhead  (Mole),  D  F,  Surrey,  19$;  2s. 
Leighton  (Ouse),  H,  Beds,  40$  ;  4s.  2d. 
Lewes  (Ouse),  F,  Sussex,  50 ;  6s.  2d. 
Lingfield  (Eden),  F,  Surrey,  28;  2s.  8d. 
Littleport  (Ouse),  A,  Cambs,  76;  6s.  5d. 
Loughton  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  12;  Is.  0$d. 
Long  Melford  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  61$;  5s.  2$d. 
Lowestoft  (for  Waveney),  A,  Suffolk,  117$ ;  10s 
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Great  Eastern  (Liverpool  Street).  E. 

Great  Western  (Paddington).  F. 

South-Eastorn   (Charing  Ctobs,    Waterloo  G. 

Junction,  Cannon  Street,  London  Bridge,  H. 

and  New  Cross).  I. 
South- Western  (Waterloo). 


Groat  Northern  (King's  Cross). 

L.  B.  A  S.  C.  (Loudon  Bridge  and  Victoria). 

Midland  (St.  Pancras). 

North-Wostorn  (Euston). 

Metropolitan  (Baker  Street). 

«V  Map  shows  the  18  new  station*. 


Maidenhead  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  24} ;  2s.  6d. 
Maldon  East  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex,  44  ;3s.3'd 
Maldon,  West  (Blackwater),  A,  Essex;  3s.  2d. 
MANNINGTREE  (Stour),  A,  Essex,  59;  5s.  OJd. 
March  (Nene,  Ac),  A,  Cambs,  88 ;  6s.  4d. 
Mardocks  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  23;  2s. 
Mark's  Tey  (Colne),  A,  Essex,  47;  3s.  11  Jd. 
Midhurst  (Bother),  D  F,  Sussex,  61 ;  6s. 
Mildenhall  (Lark),  A,  Suffolk,  76$  ;  6s.  4$d. 
MOULSFORD  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  48$ ;  5s.  Id. 
New  Barnet  (Brent),  E,  Herts,  9$ ;  Is. 
Newport  (Cam),  A,  Essex,  42$  ;  3s.  5d. 
North  Walsh  am  (Ant),  A,  Norfolk,  134;  10s. 
North  Weald  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  19};  Is.  8d. 
Oakley  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  52$ ;  5s.  4d. 
OFFORD  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  55};  5s.  lOd. 
Ongar  (Boding),  A,  Essex,  22  ;  Is.  ll$d. 
Oxted  (Eden),  C  F,  Surrey,  21 ;  2s.  Id. 
Paddock  Woop  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  31  J;  4s. 
Pangbourne  (Thames-),  B,  Berks,  41$;  4s.  4<L 
Park  Street  (Ver),  H,  Herts,  22 ;  2s. 
Ponder's  End  (Lea),  A,  Middlesex,  10 ;  9d. 
Potter's  Bar  (Colne),  E,  Middlesex,  12} ;  Is.  3d. 
Pclborough  (Arun),  F,  Sussex,  50;  5s.  (By 

Eldridge's  excursions,  2s.  6d). 
Badlett  (Colne),  G,  Herts,  15;  Is.  7d. 
Beading  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  36 ;  3s.  9d. 
Bed  Hill  (Lakes),  C  F,  Surrey,  20}  ;  2s. 
Bickmansworth  (Colne),  H  I,  Herts,  22$;  Is.  9d. 
Boydon  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  22$  ;  Is.  9d. 
Budgwick  (Arun),  F.Sussex, 44;  4s.  2d. 
Eye  House  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  19;  ls.8d. 
SANDY  (Ivel),  E,  Beds,  44  ;  4s.  7d. 
SawbridgewORTH  (Stort),  A,  Herts,  29  ;  2s.  3Jd. 
SELHAM  (Bother),  F,  Sussex,  58;  6s.  6d« 
Shalford  (Wey),  C,  Surrey,  41;  3s.  2d 
Sharnbrook  (Ouse),  G,  Beds,  55 ;  5s.  9d. 
Shelford  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  55 ;  4s.  5$d. 
Shenfield  (Chelmer),  A,  Essex,  20$;  Is.  8d. 
Shepperton  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  18|;  2«. 
Slough  (Canal),  B,  Berks,  18$;  Is.  lid. 
Southminster,  A,  Essex,  40  ;  3s.  4d. 
Staines  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  19$;  2s. 
STANDON  (Bib),  A,  Herts,  29$;  2s.  6Jd. 
Stanstbad  (Stort),  A,  Essex,  33 ;  2s.  lOd. 
St.  Albans  (Colne),E  G  H,  Herts,  20;  2s.  Id. 
St.  Ives  (Ouse),  A,  Hunts,  70$ ;  6s.  2d. 
St.  Margaret's  (Lea),  A,  Herts,  20$;  Is.  9d. 
St.  Neots  (Ouse),  E,  Hunts,  61$;  6s.  5d. 
Stoke  Mandeville,  I,  BuckB,  37;  3s.  6d.  ■ 
Sudbury  (Stour),  A,  Suffolk,  58$;  4s.  ll$d. 
Sunbury  (Thames),  D,  Middlesex,  16$;  Is.  8d. 
Taplow  (Thames),  B,  BerkB,  22$ ;  '2b'.  4d. 
Tempsfor'd  (Ouse),  E,  Beds,  47$;  4b.  lid. 
TnATCHAM  (Kennet),  B,  Berks,  49$;  6s.  2d. 
ThEydon  Bois  (Roding),  A,  Essex,  16  ;  la.  3$d. 
Three  Bridges  (Mole),  F,  Sussex,  29;  3s. 
TlLEHURST  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  38};  4s.  Id. 
Tring  (Beservoirs),  H,  Herts,  31$;  3s;  4d. 
Tunbridgr  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  29$  ;  39.  -3d. 
Twyford  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  31;  3s.  3d. 
Uxbridge  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  16$;  la.  7d. 
Virginia  Water  (Thames),  D,Berks,  23;  2s' 6d 
Walton  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  17;  Is.  10d. 
Waltham  Cross  (Lea),  A,  Essex,  13 ;  Is.  Id. 
Ware  (Lea),  A,  Horts,  22$;  Is.  lid. 
WATerbeach  (Cam),  A,  CambB,  61;  5s.  2d 
Wateringbury  (Medway),  O,  Kent,  46;  4s. 
WHNDOVER,  I.  Bucks.  33i;  3s.  8d. 
West  Drayton  (Colne),  B,  Middlesex,  13$ ;  Is.  6d. 
West  Grinstead  (Adur),  F,  Sussex,  45;  4s.  8d. 
West  Miu.  (Bib),  A,  HortB.  32J ;  2s.  9$d. 
Weybridgk  (Thames),  D,  Surrey,  19;  2b. 
Wuittlesfohd  (Cam),  A,  Cambs,  49 ;  4b.  2d. 
WlOKFORD  (Crouch),  A,  Essex,  26;  2b.  2d. 
Widford  (Ash),  A,  Herts,  24  ;  2s.  1.1. 
Windsor  (Thames),  B,  Berks,  21$;  2s.  3d. 
Witham  (Blackwater).  A.Essex,  39;  3b.  3(d. 
Woking  (Bas'ng8tkeOanal),D,Surrey,24$;  2s. 8d. 
Wooduam  Ferris  (Crouch),  A,  Essex, 31:  2b. 7d. 
Wraysbury  (Thins.  AColne),D,BerkB.21f;  2s.3d. 
Wroxham  (Broads,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  122};  10a. 
Yalding  (Medway),  C,  Kent,  38$ ;  4b. 
Yarmouth  (Bure,  Ac),  A,  Norfolk,  121 .  10a. 
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by  bottom  anglers  using  the  caddis  grub.  Eels  are  running 
freely  on  the  Trent,  and  any  "  freshet  "  will  be  cordially 
welcomed  by  the  ledger  line  contingent  out  on  the  opening 
day,  on  which  ssyeral  friendly  matches  will  be  taken 
part  in. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Unfortunately  for  anglers  the  weather  during  the 
Whitsuntide  holidays  has  been  much  too  unsettled  to  allow 
of  any  great  amount  of  successful  fishing.  The  rain  that 
fell  in  the  earlier  part  of  last  week  did  a  tremendous 
amount  of  good,  filling  the  rivers  and  streams,  and  freshen- 
ing them  up  wonderfully.  The  Derwent,  especially,  has 
been  vastly  improved  by  the  rainfall,  and  from  all  parts  of 
the  river  come  gratifying  accounts  of  good  fishing  previous 
t)  Monday.  Pishing  between  Grindleford  and  Hathersage 
on  Thursday  last,  three  Sheffield  gentlemen,  named  Messrs. 
Wilson  Mappin,  J.P.,  Tom  Bradbury,  and  Kirkby  Peace, 
had  some  excellent  sport.  Mr.  Bradbury  caught  four  and 
a  half  brace,  Mr.  Wilson  Mappin  seven  and  a  half  brace, 
and  Mr.  Peace  six  and  a  half  brace  of  very  nice  trout,  all 
of  which  were  in  excellent  condition,  and  of  fair  size.  All 
round  fishing  in  the  Derwent  has  improved,  and,  with  the 
May  Ply  season  now  fairly  on,  some  good"  catches 
are  being  anticipated.  The  private  waters  have  all 
been  well  patronised,  and  some  good  fish  have  been 
caught.  Locally  the  best  results  have  been  obtained  from 
the  Sheaf,  and  near  Millhouses  station  some  very  decent 
sized  trout  have  been  taken.  The  private  waters  of  the 
Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society  have  yielded  some  nice 
specimens,  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  society  to  spend  a 
fpw  pounds  in  stocking  the  water  at  Ecclesall  for  next 
season.  In  the  Amber,  at  Wingfield,  a  little  sport  has 
been  procurable,  the  best  results  having  been  obtained 
during  the  evenings.  A  few  trout  have  been  caught  in  the 
Idle,  but  none  of  any  very  great  size.  The  dams  in  the 
neighbourhood  have  fished  fairly  well,  and  Datnftask,  one 
of  the  largest  of  "the  city  reservoirs,  has  occasionally 
yielded  some  fair  sized  fish.  A  Sheffielder,  fishing  there 
about  a  week  ago,  caught  a  couple  of  brace,  the  heaviest 
fish  weighing  lib.  The  best  plan  has  been  to  go  to  the 
village  overnight,  and  then  have  a  try  for  the  fish  early 
the  following  morning.  During  the  last  few  days  it  has 
been  a  little  too  cold  for  this  practice,  but  as  the  weather 
shows  some  improvement  fishing  should  be  also  much 
better,  especially  after  the  recent  rains,  which  have  been 
badly  needed. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

On  Friday  evening  last  the  Worcester  and  District 
Angling  Association  held  a  meating  at  the  Plough  Inn, 
Silver-street,  Mr.  L.  F.  Higgs  presiding,  delegates  from 
the  various  affiliated  clubs  being  present.  The  hon. 
secretary,  Mr.  R.  Wingfield,  stated  the  business  of  the 
meeting  was  to  arrange  for  a  competition  between  the 
whole  of  the  affiliated  clubs  in  the  district,  and  to  consider 
the  offer  of  the  Royal  Severn  Bicycle  Company,  Kidder- 
minster, of  one  of  their  splendid  machines  to  be  com- 
peted for  between  the  clubs  of  tha  Worcester  and  Kidder- 
minster Associations.  The  latter  business  he  would  ask 
them  to  take  first,  as  Mr.  W.  C.  Sadler,  from  Kidder- 
minster, was  in  att3ndance,  and  had  to  return  by  train. 
He  introduced  Mr.  Sadler,  who  give  details  of  the  offer 
made  by  the  bicycle  company,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
Kidderminster  anglers  respecting  the  same  at  their  meet- 
ing, held  on  the  previous  evening.  The  matter  was  dis- 
cussed, and  it  was  cordially  agreed  that  the  competition 
should  take  place  in  the  Severn,  at  Holt,  on  Saturday 
July  17,  and  that  J.  Best,  Esq.,  be  asked  to  allow 
it  to  take  place  on  the  grounds  of  Holt  Castle. 
Particulars  were  mutually  agreed  to,  and  a  very 
hearty  vote  of  thanks  passed  to  the  Royal  Severn 
Bicycle  Company  for  their  splendid  offer,  and  also  to  Mr. 
Sadler  for  so  kindly  attending  to  explain  and  facilitate 
matters.  The  arrangement s  for  the  competition  between 
the  whole  of  the  members  of  the  clubs  belonging  to  the 
Worcester  Association  was  then  gone  into,  and  it  was 
decided  to  hold  it  at  Defford,  in  the  Avon,  on  Tuesday, 
Aug.  3,  the  day  after  Bank  Holiday,  as  being  the  most 
suitable  water  for  a  peg-down  contest.  The  York  House 
Angling  Club  was  proposed  for  affiliation  with  the  associa- 
tion. The  hon.  secretary  said  he  had  visited  the  club, 
and  their  constitution  and  rules  were  perfectly  satisfactory. 
They  had  paid  their  initiation  fee  of  one  guinea,  and  had  ' 
conformed  to  the  necessary  increased  membership  fee. 
The  vote  was  unanimous  and  they  were  admitted.  On 
Monday,  being  Bank  Holiday,  there  were  a  great  number 
of  anglers  on  the  job.  The  weather  was  beautifully  fine 
until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  rain  came  down  in 
torrents,  and  many  returned  home  fairly  wet  inside  and 
out.  Sport  was  not  very  brisk.  The  best  takes  of  fish 
were  made  in  the  brooks  with  the  natural  May  Fly,  which 
in  some  places  were  out  strong,  and  the  trout  would  take 
nothing  else.  Very  few  trout  taken  in  the  Teme,  but  I 
heard  of  some  big  catches  of  chub  and  some  good  sized 
dace,  but  they  are  not  in  condition  yet.  We  have  had 
some  very  heavy  rain  yesterday  and  to-day  (Wednesday), 
which  is  showing  its  effect  on  the  rivers  and  streams,  and 
when  the  close  season  for  coarse  fish  ends  on  the  15th  inst. 
sport  should  be  good. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  weather  of  late  has  varied  considerably,  and  anglers 
and  farmers  have  been  mutual  friends  in  regrets  and 
anticipations.  Those  who  were  glad  to  think  that  the 
north-east  wind  had  spent  its  rage,  and  more  genial  days 
had  really  set  in,  have  again  been  disappointed.  The 
thunder  showers  distributed  over  the  thirsty  land  by  the 
effusive  breezes  of  the  south  have  been  gratefully  received ; 
but  unfortunately  the  summer  heats  did  not  succeed,  cold 
winds  from  the  eastward,  with  intermittent  showers,  more 
or  less  heavy,  having  prevailed.  The  rivers,  as  well  as 
the  pastures,  have  benefited  by  the  rains,  and  there 
has  been  good  sport  on  most  of  the  Yorkshire  streams. 
Trout  are  takin^^helljr  eagerly,  some  good  catobeo  having 


been  made  with  the  May  Fly.  All  descriptions  of  flies 
were  us9d  on  the  Swale,  at  Catterick  and  Richmond,  after 
the  heavy  rains  of  last  week,  and  were  freely  taken.  The 
Yore,  the  Wharfe,  and  the  Eamont  have  yielded  gratify- 
ing sport.  The  latter  river  is  noted  for  trout,  and  is  both 
well  stooked  and  well  watched.  The  appearance  of  the 
Stone  Fly  is  good  news  to  some  northern  anglers,  who 
usually  hold  back  for  it.  York  anglers  have  not  done 
much,  from  all  accounts,  lately,  though  a  few  nice  trout 
have  been  shown.  Dace  are  plentiful  and  in  fine  con- 
dition in  the  Ouse  waters,  and  fairly  good  sport  is  likely 
to  favour  fly  fishermen  for  some  time  forward.  Coarse 
fishing  generally  begins  on  the  16th  inst.,  and  the  clubs 
will  shortly  be  preparing  for  sport  at  the  favourite  haunts, 
with  roach,  bream,  dace,  chub,  barbel,  and  pike. 


[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents."] 

THE  ORANGE  PARTRIDGE. 

Dear  Sie, — With  regard  to  "  Val  Conson's  "  query  as 
to  what  such  typical  wet  flies  as  Partridge  and  Orange  or 
Yellow  stand  for,  my  own  belief  (and  I  am  not  alone  in 
this  opinion)  is  that  they  represent  the  March  Brown. 
The  Orange  Partridge  is  the  Turkey  Brown  of  Ronalds, 
and  the  Spiral  Brown  Drake  (or  Checkwing)  of  Theakston. 
But  it  is,  at  any  rate,  possible  that  it  is  not  a  separate  fly, 
but  only  another  shade  and  variety  of  the  March  Brown. 
Personally,  I  never  use  the  March  Brown  proper,  pre- 
ferring even  early  in  the  year  the  partridge  hackle,  with 
orange  or  coppery  body  for  warm,  and  yellow  for  cold  days. 
Taking  it  all  through  the  season,  the  Orange  Partridge,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  about  the  best  fly  that  swims. — Yours, 
&c,  R.  E.  Ricketts,  M.A. 

Crambe  Vicarage,  York. 

THAMES  FISHERY  BYE-LAWS. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  be  good  enough  to  answer  the 
following  questions :  1.  Supposing  a  professional  fisher- 
man, under  Thames  Conservancy  laws,  is  compelled  to 
register  his  name  ar.d  address,  &c,  and  to  make  a  payment 
of  Is.  or  more,  is  that  payment  to  be  considered  a  registra- 
tion fee  only,  or  is  it  in  the  nature  of  a  licence  ?  2.  Are 
the  professional  fishermen  of  the  Thames  licensed  as  such 
by  the  Thames  Conservancy  ?  An  answer  will  oblige— 
Yours,  &c,  E.  Ganron. 

[To  use  a  boat  without  name  and  number  is  an  offence 
under  the  Thames  Fishery  Bye-Laws.  It  is  simply  a 
registration  fee,  and  not  in  the  nature  of  a  licence.  Fisher- 
men, therefore,  are  not  licensed,  but  registered  by  the 
Thames  Conservators,  and  no  boat  can  be  legally  used 
without  the  name  of  the  fisherman  and  the  number  of  his 
certificate  legibly  painted  thereon. — Ed.] 

YELLOW  FIN,  FINNOCK,  AND  SEA  TROUT. 

Sir,  —  In  the  article  under  above  heading,  which 
appeared  in  your  last  issue,  the  writer  states  that  the 
young  of  the  sea  trout  are  not  protected  by  the  law  ;  but 
I  venture  to  think  that  it  is  possible  for  the  writer  to  be 
mistaken . 

In  some  districts  in  Ireland  I  have  known  prosecutions 
threatened  for  the  adult  sea  trout  being  killed  by  anglers 
who  had  not  a  salmon  licence.  If  the  adults  in  both  cases 
are  protected,  is  it  not  fair  to  suppose  the  young  are  also 
protected  ? 

Mr.  H.  Cholmondeley  Pennell  places  8.  solar,  S.  eriox, 
and  S.  trutta  in  the  same  group  of  Salmonidse,  and  tells 
us  that  all  laws  relating  to  8.  salar  apply  equally  to 
8.  eriox  and  its  young.  Why,  then,  should  8.  trwtta  be 
left  out  in  the  cold  ?  . 

Perhaps  some  of  your  readers,  better  up  in  the  fishery 
laws  than  I  am,  would  give  us  their  opinion  on  this  point  ? 
— Yours,  &c,  _____  Poorbeah. 

WHO'S  THE  CULPRIT? 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  a  small  pond,  with  fountain  con- 
tinually running  or  "  playing."  The  fish  consist  of  eighty 
[  Did  fish,  tench  (about  thirty),  roach  (five  or  six),  and,  at 
one  time,  fifty  minnows.  They  are  nearly  all  gone  now 
(the  minnows).  -Do  tench  eat  minnows?  Anyway,  they 
come  up  to  the  surface  occasionally — or  what  there  is  left 
of  them — which  leads  me  to  believe  that  tench  are 
cannibals.  I  may  say  that  I  have  one  or  two  small  fish 
("  spotted,"  and  the  colour  of  roach).  Is  it  possible  that 
they  are  the  aggressors  ? — Yours,  &c,  J.  J. 

[Are  these  spotted  "  fish  "birred  "  fish  ?  If  so,  they 
will  be  perch,  which  fish,  even  small  ones,  are  fond  of 
minnows.]  ■  ■ 

TROUT  WILL  TAKE  RED  MAY  FLIES. 

Dear  Marston,— Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  has  caught  two 
dozen  trout,  all  over  lib.,  with  scarlet  and  sky  blue  May 
Flies.  This  casts  doubt  on  the  trout's  sense  of  colour. 
No  doubt  he  will  publish  the  experiment. — Yours  very 
truly,  A.  Lajjg. 

[We  are  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Andrew  Lang,  and  shall 
be  glad  to  see  further  particulars. — Ed.] 

QUIET  FISHING  ON  THE  BROADS. 

Dkar  Sir, — Will  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  through  your  columns  where  I  cxn  spend  a 
week's  quiet  fishing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Broads  ? 

—Yours  truly,    W.  H.  T. 

.  THE  CHAMPION  FLY  CASTER. 

Dear  Sir, — In  the  last  issue  of  your  valuable  paper  I 
saw  an  announcement  by  Mr.  Enright  (champion  fly  caster 
of  the  world)  that  he  would  give  lessons  in  fly  easting  on 
Wimbledon  Lake.  Intending  to  oome  to  London  in  Derby 
week,  I  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  see  if  J  bad  any- 


thing to  learn  in  casting  a  fly.  Consequently,  I  took  train 
to  Wimbledon  Park,  and  there  saw  Mr.  Enright.  I  arrived 
on  the  scene  as  he  was  using  one  of  his  Castleconnell  14ft. 
rods.  I  was  more  than  surprised  at  the  length  of  line  he 
managed  to  get  out  with  such  marvellous  ease  (43yds. 
measure). 

To  cut  a  long  story  short,  I  decided  there  and  then  to 
place  myself  in  his  hands  for  tuition.  I  commenced  by 
casting  about  12yds.  of  line  with  an  lift,  rod  ;  this,  in  my 
own  style.  I  was  immediately  shown  another  method,  and 
in  a  few  casts  I  could  easily  get  out  18yds.  and  20yds.  After 
half  an  hour's  practice  with  the  lift.,  I  started  with  a  14ft. 
rod,  and  by  following  Mr.Enright's  instructions,  I  was  sur- 
prised at  the  easa  with  which  I  got  out30yds. ;  before  that 
I  could  only  manage  two-thirds  of  that  distance. 

In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say  that  anyone  placing  them- 
selves in  Mr.  Enright's  hands  can  safely  count  upon  being 
improved  in  casting  in  a  wonderful  way.  I  only  wish  he 
would  visit  Australia  to  give  some  lessons,  as  I  am  sure  his 
services  would  be  largely  availed  of. — Yours  truly, 
Chudleigh  H.  Gorrick 
(Ex-Inspector  of  Fisheries,  N.S.W.). 

FLY  CASTING  AT  WIMBLEDON. 
Dear  Sir,— On  Whit  Monday,  at  Wimbledon  Park 
Lake,  a  very  interesting  exhibition  took  place  in  salmon 
line  casting,  the  centre  of  attraction  being  the  well  known 
Mr.  John  Enright,  now  displaying  his  fishing  tackle  at  the 
Imperial  Institute,  who,  with  his  usual  dexterity,  gave 
some  fine  specimens  of  his  favourite  art.  One  particularly 
handsome  put  "  was  measured  in  the  presence  of  three 
haphazard  referees,  i.e.,  Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Surrey  Gun 
Club ;  Mr.  Barklie,  of  the  E.C.  Gunpowder  Company,  Ltd. ; 
and  Mr.  Flint,  of  Messrs.  John  Hall  and  Son,  Ltd.,  who 
witnessed  the  measurement,  and  can  verify  the  throw  as 
61yds.  2ft.  exactly,  performed  with  apparent  ease.  It 
may  be  of  interest  to  Waltonian  sportsmen  that  Mr. 
Enright  during  his  operations  used  both  a  14ft.  and  20ft. 
rod.— Yours,  &c,    W.  E.  F. 

FLY  CASTING  ON  WIMBLEDON  LAKE. 
Dear  Sir, — Just  a  line  to  say  I  have  discontinued 
giving  lessons  and  exhibitions  in  fly  casting  on  Wimbledon 
Lake. — Yours  faithfully,       John  Enright  • 

(Champion  Fly  Caster  of  the  World). 
Fisheries  Exhibition,  Imperial  Institute,  June  8. 

THE  RIVER  MOLE— A  CORRECTION. 

Sir, — 1  should  like  to  make  the  case  of  the  river  Mole 
clear  to  those  of  your  readers  who  may  have  been  misled 
by  "J.  D.'s"  remarks,  though  I  despair  of  convincing 
"  J.  D."  There  are  none  so  blind  as  those  that  do  not 
want  to  see.  There  was  never  any  question  as  to  the 
privacy  of  the  river  banks.  The  boats  and  their  occupants 
became  such  a  pest  that  a  barrier  was  put  up  to  stop  them. 
A  certain  turbulent  spirit  brought  aa  action  to  claim  free 
navigation  of  the  river,  which  he  lost,  and  had  to  pay 
costs.  The  barrier  was  removed  when  there  was  no 
further  use  for  it — Yours,  &c,  Esher. 

P.S. — There  was  no  appeal. 

ANGLING  AT  SOUTH  MOLTON,  DEVON. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  just  returned  from  a  fortnight's 
holiday  at  South  Molton,  North  Devon.  For  the  informa- 
tion of  brother  anglers,  I  may  say  that  I  had  a  very  good 
time,  and,  considering  the  low  and  gin-clear  water,  very 
good  sport.  There  are  any  amount  of  trout,  and  I  saw 
several  salmon.  In  July  and  August  I  hear  there  are 
plenty  of  peel  to  be  caught.  Also  let  me  add  that  the 
George  is  most  comfortable,  and  that  almost  every  one  I 
met  was  most  kind  in  putting  me  up  to  local  wrinkles,  &c. — 
I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly,  Otho  N.  Francis 

(President  Hastings  and  St.  Leonard's 

June  6.  Angling  Association). 

SHORT  RODS. 
Dear  Sir, — "  Mona  "  had  a  rod  in  pickle  for  me,  as 
appeared  in  your  issue  of  5th  inst.    First,  I  heartily 
congratulate  Mr.  Eyres  on  his  splendid  creel  of  seventeen 
trout,  averaging  21b.  each,  killed  with  a  9ft.  rod,  in  very 
weedy  water,  without  the  loss  of  a  fish.    Presuming  very 
fine  tackle  was  used,  it  is  a  record  feat.    Mr.  Eyres  being 
now  a  septuagenarian,  probably  finds  an  extra  light  rod 
suit  him  better.    His  account  is  enough  to  arouse  that 
uncharitable   passion  envy   in  the   piscatorial  breast. 
"Mona"  seems  to  favour  the  dead  languages.  His 
letter  may  be  summed  up  in  the  hackneyed  "  Montes 
arturiunt  et  nascitur  ridiculus  mus."    He  can  hardly 
nd  words,  natheless  his  inexhaustible  vocabulary,  to 
express  his  admiration  of  Mr.  Mather's  friendly  reply  to 
me  o&22nd  ult.    He  ignores  mention  of  "  Black  Hackle  " 
altogether,  but  this  is  his  idea  of  "sarcassum."    He  also 
ignores  reference  to  12ft.  fly  rods,  which  I  use  for  small 
waters.    The  average  angler  is  not  a  girl  with  weak  wrists 
to  fear  such  a  trifle,  and  I  still  fail  to  see  how  an  ounoe  or 
so  can  affect  any  fisherman  not  old  and  feeble.    "  Mona  " 
raves  of  12-pounder  artillery  guns  and  Gatlings.  By  these  he 
means  light  two-handed  trout  rods.    By  a  10  or  20-bore 
fowling-piece  he  would  probably  indicate  the  whip  handles 
he  revels  in,  and  says  we  are  bunglers  if  we  don't 
use    them.     The    same    style    of   hyperbole  applies 
to  his  sapient  remarks  about  "  telegraph  poles  hitched  to 
waggon  ropes."    It  is  magnificent,  but  it  is  not  war.  I 
still  think  that  a  heavy  trout  can  bo  more  quickly  played 
out  with  a  longer  rod  than  Oft.  or  10ft.    Much  more  time 
must  be  wasted  in  play  with  little  rods,  and  this  means 
a  smaller  creel    when  a  good  rise  is  on.    Nor  can 
I  reconcile  the  necessarily  disproportionate  length  of 
line   out   with  quick  striking.    Moreover,  how  about 
strong   adverse    winds  ?    "  Mona  "  says,  the  dexterity 
which  enables  you  to  reach  your  fish  will  also  aid 
you  to  kill  it.    Ability  to  successfully  play  a  heavy 
fiah  does  the  latter,  pot  the  power  to  cast  wjth  & 
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little  rod.  Then  marshalled  in  column  cotre  "  Mona's  ' 
battalion  of  converts  for  the  inarch  past— the  "  Church 
militant,"  no  less.  I  can  ecarcely — a  Milesian  myself — 
imagine  Irish  anglers  and  boatmen  aggressively  whooping 
,  for  girls'  rods.  What  fortunate  proselytes  if  engaged  with 
the  101b.  trout  of  our  Irish  lakes.  "  Mona  "  reminds  one 
of  the  inevitable  missionary  lecturer,  who  talks  in  an 
uncouth  tongue  (which  he  happily  translates  to  his 
admiring  audience)  of  the  numbeis  of  "hcne6t  injun," 
and  others  of  tlat  ilk,  whom  he  has  converted  (or  says  he 
has)  in  shoals.  (Great  cheering  here).  The  "steam- 
thrasher,  with  his  flail,"  is  no  doubt  the  victim  of  some 
unscrupulous  rod  vendor,  who  sells  him  a  light  14-footer 
with  which  he  angles  in  vain,  mark  you.  Trout,  according 
to  "  Mona,"  are  now  educated  to  that  pitch  that  they  will 
only  go  for  9ft.  or  10ft.  rods.  This  is  sad  news  from  a 
competent  pract  ical  authority. 

_  "  Mona's  "  novel  rules  for  salmon  fishing  will  doubtless 
interest  many  ignorant  Scotch  and  other  sportsmen,  viz. 
he  who  uses  a  little  rod  here  also  "  weights  his  basket." 
En  parenthese,  are  salmon  usually  earned  in  baskets  ? 
'Mona"  likens  large  flies  to  pigeons,  but  you  must  not 
use  a  flail  "  of  19ft.  nor  even  17£ft.  with  them.  If  you  do 
you  will  have  to  rest  fifteen  minutes,  according  to 
"  Mona,"  for  every  five  minutes'  casting,  and  during  the 
resting  period  you  can  employ  "ten  minutes  in  lighting 
your  pipe." 

I  wonder  what  Scottish  anglers  think  of  this  doctrine 
not  to  mention  our  own  Shannon  men.  "Mora"  uses 
the  shortest  two-landed  trout  rod  made  (13J£t.)  for  salar 
with  which  he  says  he  "  necessarily  did  the  trick,"' 
pathetically  adding  that  he  failed  to  get  even  one  101b. 
fish.  The  smallest  salmon  rods  advertised  for  ladies 
by  Hardy  are  lift.  "Mora"  is  6in.  better.  How 
would  he  feel  on  his  native  Shannon  jvith  a  gale  in 
his  teeth,  heavy  water,  a  trout  rod  in  both  hands,  and 
a  401b.  fith  attached  to  it.  Quite  at  home,  doubtless  ;  but 
I  fancy  J obn  Enright  would  not  agree  with  him.  Perhaps 
according  to  his  argument  (?),  "Mona"  will  next 
announce  the  aggressive  conversion  of  a  new  batch  of 
proselytes  clamouring  for  7ft.  trout  rods  and  lift,  salmon 
rods.  Mrs.  Kennard  writes  of  a  hunt  called  the  "  Mutual 
Adoration;  '  it  would  apply  here.  If  "Mona"  has  not 
been  perpetrating  one  of  his  Irish  jokes,  his  admirable 
letter  reads  like  vox  et  prasterea  nihil—  Yours,  &c, 

Black  Hackle 

"  CKONEEN." 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  thank  "  Oirmuhan  "  very  much 
indeed  for  his  kind  reply  to  my  inquiry  in  your  issue  of 
the  22nd.  That  "  croneen "  are  really  Derg  (and 
Shannon  (?) )  fish  seems,  of  course,  very  reasonable  on  the 
face  of  it,  and,  as  your  correspondent's  personal  experience 
also  supports  it,  the  matter  may  be  considered  settled. 
At  the  same  time,  it  would  be  idle  for  me  to  pretend 
that  I  am  made  happy  by  the  explanation.  No  man 
likes  to  have  to  crawl  down  cr  eat  his  words,  and 
it  seems  to  me  I  have  to  do  both,  so  that  truth  and 
justice  may  be  duly  vindicated.  Truth  I  outraged  by 
asserting  any  time  these  eight  or  ten  years  that ' '  croneen  ' ' 
were  sea  trout,  Shannon  sea  trout,  and  that  they  ascended 
that  river  no  higher  than  Meelick  or  thereabouts ;  while 
justice  suffered  by  my  "sitting"  on  certain  honest  men 
who  averred  the  fish  were  just  lake  trout,  "  sorra  a  thing 
else."  For  I  was  told  they  were  lake  trout.  The  police  at 
Lorrha  told  me  so,  and  so  did  the  water-bailiff  at  Meelick,  but 
I  thought  scorn  of  their  information,  and  laughed  in  my 
heart.  And  yet  I  was  but  a  stranger  in  the  land,  and  had 
never  seen  or  heard  of  "  croneen  "  before  I  came  there.  I 
now  apologise  to  them,  and  at  the  same  time,  with  their 
permission,  offer  my  slender  excuse,  such  as  it  is,  for  my 
old  time  unbelief  and  hardness  of  heart.  The  "  croneen  " 
run  as  early  as  June— at  least,  I  have  known  them  taken 
on  the  lower  Brusna  with  the  Drake,  and  that  was  surely 
not  later  than  June— and  who  ever-fieard  of  lake  trout 
migrating  "  to  the  spawning  streams  till  September  or 
October  at  least?  But  my  assumption  that  lake  trout 
only  visit  the  rivers  immediately  before  spawning  was 

.clearly  erroneous,  for  "  Oirmuhan "  tells  us  they  are 
moving  in  that  direction  right  on  from  May  to  October. 
This  phenomenon  seems  to  me  so  unusual  and  unexpecfc  d, 
that  I  may  be  pardoned,  I  hope,  for  receiving  it  at  first 
wath  a  little  incredulity.  By  the  way,  if  this  habit  of  the 
Lough  Derg  fish  is  becoming  more  general,  it  will  be  bad 
for  the  Derg  May  Fly  "  dappers  "  and  Mr.  Hurley  !  I 
_  dapped  '  Lough  Derg  myself  four  seasons. ago,  with  but 
indifferent  success,  though  I  little  suspected  at  the  time 
that  the  trout  which  ought  to  be  rising  at  my  "dap" 
were  disporting  themselves  in  the  brighter  waters  of  the 
Nenagh  river  and  Ballyfinbov.  As  it  is,  I  suppose  myself 
and  i arty  had  reason  to  be  thankful  that  any  trout  at  all 
saw  fit  to  stop  in  the  lake.  The  point  is  really  curious 
and  interesting,  and  one  may  be  pardoned  for  wishing  to 
know  more  about  it. 

Nor  does  the  wonder  stop  here.  "  Croneen  "  fry,  which 
are  now  (May)  dropping  into  the  lake  in  "schools,"  will 
return  to  their  native  river  in  August  "bright,  silvery, 
Pink-fleshed  fish,"   and   weighing  ljlb.  (!)     My  dear 

•  Oirmuhan,  I  do  not  for  a  moment  doubt  you,  but  you 
have  knocked  the  wind  clean  out  of  me  with  tliis  blow 
and  I  must  pause  for  breath.  What  size,  may  I  humbly 
ask,  are  these  May  "fry?"  Two  ounces?  Three 
ounces  ?  Well,  let  us  say  three,  and  that  calls  upon  them 
to  put  on  21oz.  of  flesh  "  in  three  months.  Pardon  me 
it  I  pause  for  breath  again.  And  pardon  me  if  I  gasp 
out  that  truth  is  ever,  as  was  said  of  old,  Btranger  than 
notion.  A  few  short  years  ago  were  a  man  to  tell  me 
that  a  Derg  trout  "smolt"  of  2oz.  or  3oz.,  by  simply 
dropping  into  the  lake  from  its  parent  stream  for  a  brief 
sojourn  of  two  or  three  months,  would  increase  sevenfold 
in  size,  I  should  hesitate  before  accepting  it,  at  least 
without  qualification.  As  it  is,  I  take  it  instantly,  and 
without  hesitation.    By  the  way,  I  wonder  whother 


fish  hatcliery  proprietors  import  Derg  water?  If  not, 
it  seems  to  me,  they  are  neglecting  a  good  thing.  Yet 
another  excuse  I  offer  for  my  stubbornness  is,  the 
croneen  '  seemed  to  me  in  coloration  unlike  any  fario  I  had 
ev<  r  seen  previously.  Of  course,  I  have  since  then  seen  many 
Derg  trout,  and  i  illed  a  few  myself  for  that  matter,  but  when 
doing  so  (on  that  Drake  expedition  referred  to  above)  the 
croneen  '  question  never  occurred  to  me.  ;  At  the. same 
time,  since  it  is  clear  from  the  conditions  of  the  situation 
that  the  trout  I  killed  on  Lough  Derg,  in  June  1803,  must 
have  actually  been  "  croneen,"  I  am  fairly  staggered.  A 
Brusna  '  croreen  "  seemed  to  me,  when  I  saw  him  for  the 
first  time  in  1880,  a  somewhat  strange-looking  trout 
wh-le  the  Derg  fish  which  I  killed  seven  years  later  did 
not  seem  any  way  strange  at  all.  But  they  may  change 
by  travel.  I  again  thank  "  Oirmuhan,"  and  am  even  so 
unreasonable  as  to  ask  him  another  question,  if  he  will 
be  so  good  as  to  allow  me.  Can  he  tell  me  whether 
there  are  such  fish  at  all  as  Shannon  sea  trout,  and, 
if  so,  whether  they  are  ever  taken  with  the  rod  ? 

•iTa8i.1  told  at  AthJone>  by  old  anglers  long  familiar 
with  the  Shannon,  that  sea  trout  never  enter  the 
Shannon,  but  it  may  be  that  their  experience  did  not  cover 
the  whole  river. 

I  should  also  like  to  know  why  Derg  trout  are  called 
gillaroo.  This,  I  take  it,  is  not  a  scientific  classification, 
but  merely  a  name  indicative  of  a  certain  appearance  pre- 
sented by  the  stomach  of  those  trout  which  largely  subsist 
on  shell  fish ;  and  if  so,  gillaroo,  I  fancy,  could  be  made  to 
order,  m  Germany ' '  or  elsewhere,  by  the  necessary 
dieting.  But  is  it  re  ally  a  fact  that  the  Dergtrout  have  the 
gizzard"  stomach  of  the  shell  crusher  to  any  marked 
extent  ?  Have  Lough  Ree  trout  and  Shannon  trout 
generally  got  it?  Are  there  also  non-gillaroo  tiout  in 
Shannon  water  running  to  gillaroo  size  ?  The  gillaroo,  I 
always  understood,  was  a  big  fish.  And  is  the  gillaroo 
distinguished  by  external  marks  ? 

Gillarcoing  is,  I  suppose,  an  evil  habit,  to  which  trout  in 
certain  waters  have  given  way,  under  pressure  of  strong 
temptation,  doubtless  ;  and  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  whether  it  leaves  its  mark  on  the  outside  of  the 
transgressor  as  well  as  on  its  inside.— Youis,  &c. 

  Mona 

UNITY. 

Dear  Sir,— I  trust  Dr.  Spence  will  forgive  me  for 
poking  a  little  fun.  I  leave  the  angling  public  to  judge  of 
our  rhymes  and  reasons.    As  to  grammar,  why,  as  Burns 


The  italics  are  mine,  all  eke  is 


What  a'  the  learning  of  the  schools, 
Your  Latin  names  for  horns  and  stools, 
If  honest  nature  mad'  ye  fools  ? 
Gi'e  me  a  touch  of  nature's  fire, 
That's  a'  the  learning  I  require. 
There  is  one  bond  of  sympathy  between  Dr.  Spence  and 
I,  and  I  think  there  should  be  two  :  Firstly,  the  love  for 
Bums  (I  admire  Shakespeare,  but  I  love  Burns) ;  secondly, 
I  see  the  Doctor  wishes  to  have  legislation  brought  about 
for  his  branch  of  sport.    I  also  wish  it  for  mine,  and  my 
experience  as  the  A.A.  delegate  to  the  T.A.P.S.  showed 
me  that  preservation  of  the  Thames  without  fresh  legis- 
lation is  a  farce.    My  sole  motive  for  my  endeavours  on 
behalf  of  unity  is  herein  expressed. 

Dr.  Spence  is  in  error  in  respect  of  my  criticism  ;  I  only 
dealt  with  the  sentiment  and  supposed  arguments  he  was 
using.  I  never  descend  so  low  as  to  criticise  a  man's 
composition  when  I  am  unable  to  meet  his  arguments. 

I  regret,  either  in  print  or  on  the  platform,  having  to 
ment  ion  either  the  names  of  my  opponents  or  any  particular 
association.  But  man  proposes  and  the  powers  dispose  ; 
the  course  of  events  have  forced  my  hand.  The  cause  of 
unity  is  good  enough  without  personalities.— Yours,  &c, 
A.  J.  Marriott  (Waltonians  A.S.X 


THE  "UNITY"  COUNCIL. 
Sir.— There  is  absolutely  nothing  in  Dr.  Patterson's 
letter  on  this  subject  demanding  an  answer,  and  he  knows 
it.  When  it  can  be  shown  that  anglers  in  general,  or, 
indeed,  any  but  office-holders,  will  benefit  by  the  scheme  of 
the  misnamed  "  Unity  Council,"  it  will  be  time  for  him 
to  ask  for  their  support,  and,  what  is  more,  he  will  get  it. 
As  it  is,  those  who  can  read  between  the  lines  have  no 
need  to  go  for  inspiration  or  guidance  to  articles  in  outside 
journals  (the  authorship  of  which  is  unknown  even  to 
Dr.  Patterson)  in  order  to  decide  what  had  best  be  done. 

Dr.  Patterson  has  been  misled,  and  ought  by  this  time 
to  lave  discovered,  if  he  has  not  done  so,  that  the  anglers 
of  London  are  not  so  senseless  as  he  writes  them  down. 
The  apathy  he  dreads  only  shows  that  the  movement  he  is 
identified  with  has  utterly  failed  in  securing  the  support 
he  was  led  to  expect,  from  the  statements  of  wire  pullers 
who  for  years  past  have  been  a  scource  of  trouble  to  all 
straightforward  anglers. 

The  assertions  of  another  of  your  correspondents,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Parker,  have  caused  me  so  much  amusement  in 
the  reading  of  them  that  I  hardly  know  whether  he  is 
serious  or  not.  In  any  case,  he  admits  the  hollowness  of 
the  Anglers'  Association  balance-shoet,  and  is  good 
enough  to  promise  that  in  future  the  valuo  of  their  assets 
will  be  more  accurately  shown.  1  am  proud  of  the  record 
he  gives  concerning  myself  (inacourate  as  it  is),  and  with 
regard  to  what  J  have  written  in  the  past,  timo  has 
justified  it  all,  and  there  is  nothing  I  now  wish  to  withdraw 
or  retraot.  Mr.  Parker  says  many  f umay  things,  but  what 
is  wrong  with  myself  and  the  T.A.P.S.  is  beyond  my  com- 
prehension. The  committee  have  always  worked  well  in 
the  interest  of  Thames  anglers,  and  a  more  harmonious 
and  practical  set  of  men  it  would  bo  difficult  to  find.  If 
Mr.  Parker  thinks  otherwise,  1  am  sorry  for  him.  As  the 
Anglera'  Parliament,"  of  which  Mr.  Parker  is  the  author, 
still  holds  tlio  field,  and  has  been  favouiably  spoken  of  by 
tho  leading  light  of  the  "  unity  "  council,  may  I  ask  you  to 
print  the  subjoined  extracts  from  it,  leavingyour  readorsto 
form  thoir  own  opinion  of  the  merits,  or  otherwise,  of  bo 


remarkable  a  production. 
Mr.  Parker's. 

Paper  Read  to  Gresham  Angling  Society,  Nov.  7 
1882.  .  . 

(  After  a  leng  historical  survey,  Mr.  Parker  writes : 
ii.  o  •  ^re  Principles  embodied  in  the  constitution  of 
the  British  Government,  and  also  in  thtt  that  I  am  about 
to  recommend,  and  of  which,  if  you  approve  and  will 
commission  our  secretary,  Mr.  Crumplen,  to  bring  them 
before  the  angling  world,  and  will  support  him  witli  tho 
full  powers  of  the  Gresham  Angling  Association,  then  I 
feel  certain  he  will  be  able  to  overcome  all  opposition  and 
carry  out  your  instructions  as  successfully  as  all  others 
with  which  we  have  entrusted  him." 

Amalgamation  is  then  proposed,  and  its  advantages  are 
thusjdesenbed  : 

"Tho  expenses  of  management  need  not  be  heavie 
than  at  present,  viz.,  a  fee  of  10s.  6d.  for  each  club1' 
enrolled,  and  an  annual  charge  of  2s.  for  each  club  mem- 
ber. Delegates  will,  I  hope,  remember  that  fh  ir  guild 
debates  are  totally  different  from  those  held  at  their  social 
clubs,  and  that  refreshments  should  be  taken  in  either  a 
supper  or  smoking  room,  from  which  they  might  be 
summoned  to  divisions  This  would  materially  improve 
the  character  of  the  debates,  and  facilitate  the  transaction 
ot  business. 

"  Our  next  requirement  will  be  a  central  hall,  capable 
of  holding  from  400  to  500  members,  with  galleries  for 
strangers.^  I  advise  either  the  Holborn  Town  Hall  or  the 
i  oresters  being  selected  for  this  purpose.  Our  members 
having  assembled,  would  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
president  and  a  chairman.oi  committees,  and  then  to  that 
of  their  government  officials.  These,  I  advise,  should 
consist  of  a  secretary,  with  a  committee  of  ten  members 
for  each  department. 

"I  also  propose  that  every  important  interest  con- 
nected with  angling  should  be  placed  under  the  eare  of 
one  of  these  committees,  thus  each  railway  company  and 
river  in  the  United  Kingdom  would  have  its  own  depart- 
ment  for  the  transaction  of  all  business  connected  there' 
with,  and  that  only. 

"  These  committees  would  sit  in  private,  either  at  tl  e 
official  clubhouse  of  its  secretary,  or  in  a  committee  room 
at  the  guild's  hall.  The  guild's  privy  council  would  con- 
sist of  the  departmental  secretaries,  and  be  presided  over 
by  the  chief  secretary,  who  would  be  the  anglers'  premikr. 
I  recommend  that  all  officials  should  be  honorary,  but  that 
a  salaried  clerk  should  be  engaged  to  attend  daily  at  the 
offices  of  the  guild  and  at  its  weekly  public  debates ;  also 
that  a  paid  warden  should  be  retained,  who  would  be  the 
guild  s  executive  officer  and  the  principal  official  for  the-  ' 
maintenance  of  order  at  all  its  public  debates ;  he  should 
also  have  the-general  supervision  of  river  keepers,  aud  all 
such  like  duties." 

"I  now  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  a  few  of  the  more 
important  matters  requiring  the  attention  of  our  guild. 
For  this  purpose  we  will  anticipate  one  of  its  debates,  as 
shown  by  a  supposed  extract  from  our  official  organ,  and 
which  we  will  imagine  has  been  inserted  in  the  Yorksh  ire 
Post  of  September  27,  1883,  and  which  is  to  the  following 
effect,  viz.  :  '  Our  readers  will  doubtless  remember  that  in 
our  last  week's  issue  we  mentioned  that  the  members  of 
'  The  British  Anglers'  Guild  "  had  again  assembled  for 
the  resumption  of  business,  after  an  adjournment  of  three 
months.' 

At  eight  o'clock  the  house  presented  a  very  animated 
appearance  as  Mr.  President  was  conducted  to  his  seat  by 
the  warden,  holding  his  black  rod  of  office. 

"  In  front  of  the  chair  sat  the  chairman  of  committees 
and  the  clerk  to  the  guild.  The  reporters'  table  was  well 
filled.  The  council  of  secretaries  occupied  their  accus- 
tomed places  on  the  right  hand  of  the  president.  The 
proceedings  opened  by  the  senior  delegate  of  the  '  Act 
on  the  Square  Club'  asking  the  secretary  of  the 
committee  of  the  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway  Company  whether  any  definite  arrangement 
had  been  made,  or  permission  obtained,  for  fke  issue 
of  pririlege  tickets  on  this  line  of  railway.  AH  eyes 
were  now  directed  to  the  gentleman  indicated,  who 
replied  '  that  he  was  happy  to  congratulate  the  guild 
on  its  having  obtained  all  the  privileges  it  sought,  and 
that  the  chief  secretary  would  shortly  make  'a  most 
important  statement  respecting  this  matter.' 

'' Questions  having  been  asked  and  duly  answered,  the 
chief  secretary  again  rose,  and  proposed  the  following 
resolution,  viz. :  '  That  our  representatives  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament  of  England  be  instructed  to  introduce 
forthwith  a  bill  authorising  that  the  British  Anglers' 
Guild  be  appointed  conservators  of  all  the  public  waters  of 
the  United  Kingdom,  subjeot  only  to  the  supervision  of 
the  Imperial  Fisheries  Commissioners,  and  that  it  le 
empowered  to  issue  and  enforce  anglers'  annual  licences  of 
1b.  each,  the  proceeds  to  be  spent  upon  the  propagation 
and  protection  of  fish.  The  cost  necessary  for  the 
ereotion  and  repair  of  fish  nurseries  to  be  met  by 
Parliamentary  grants.'  " 

I  have  only  to  add  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
Messrs.  Patterson,  Parker,  and  Co.,  may  go  on  with  their 
agitation,  and  amalgamate  (if  they  can)  salmon,  trout,  sea, 
and  fresh  water  fisheries,  protection  societies,  and  what 
elso  they  please,  without  in  the  least  disturbing  my 
serenity,  or  causing  me  to  waste  time  in  further  replying  to 
the  noneonso  inseparable  from  their  theories.  The  idea 
that  I  am  tLo  mouthpiece  of  the  Central  Association  is 
most  ridiculous.  That  association,  thinking  for  itself, 
refuses  to  swallow  the  unity  bait,  and  this  being  so  no 
outside  pleboscito  affects  it.  It  is  gaining  adherents  at 
overy  turn,  and  the  more  the  "  unity  "  scheme  is  examined 
the  more  clubs  join  tho  Central  ranks.  The  unity  cry  is 
not  intended  to  benefit  the  many,  but  the  few,  and  is  as 
muck  against  tho  interest  of  one  association  as  tho  other, 
for  both  of  which  there  is  a  good  field  and  umplo  room,— 
I  am,  yours  faithfully,  T.  Chunplen. 
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"THE  SPORTSMAN  IN  IRELAND." * 


This  is  vol.  3  of  "  The  Sportsman's  Library," 
edited  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.  The 
library  is  a  re-issue  of  old  books  on  sport,  with 
reproductions  of  the  original  illustrations,  and 
some  new  ones.  The  volumes  are  very  nicely 
produced,  but  why  does  the  publisher  stamp 
review  copies  in  ugly  mauve  ink  "  with  his  compli- 
ments," and  so  spoil  them  as  companions  for 
cherished  books  in  one's  library  ? 

This  is  a  condensed  edition  of  a  work  published 
nearly  sixty  years  ago,  under  the  nam  de  plume 
of  "  Cosmopolite."  There  appears  to  have  been 
some  dispute  as  to  who  "  Cosmopolite  "  was.  The 
Bibliotheca  Piscatoria  says  the  work  was  attributed 
to  Mr.  R.  Allan.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  in  his 
interesting  introduction,  says :  "  Mr.  Frederic 
Fane,  of  Moyles  Court,  Ringwood,  informs  me  that 
-  —  -oolite  "  was  really  Sergeant  Allen,  as  he 
ucuv,..,    '  the  Irish  Bar." 

It  is  rather  late  in  the  day  to  review  a  book 
nearly  sixty  years  old,  so  we  shall  confine  our 
notice  to  saying  that  it  is  very  much  on  the  lines  of 
O'Gorman's  "  Angler  in  Ireland,"  many  interest- 
ing extracts  from  which  we  gave  in  the  Fishing 
Gazette  last  year.    "  Cosmopolite "  was  a  long 

* "  The  Sportsman  in  Ireland."  By  a  Cosmopolite. 
With  an  introduction  by  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P.  ; 
with  coloured  plates  and  black  and  whi'e  drawings  by 
P.  Chenevix  Trench,  and  reproductions  of  the  original 
illustrations  drawn  by  R.  Allen  and  engraved  by  W. 
Westall,  A.R.A.    London  :  Edward  Arnold. 


way  behind  O'Gorman  as  a  practical  angler,  and 
his  accounts  of  trout  killed  with  salmon  roe — not 
then  illegal — smack  of  the  fabulous.  As  a  speci- 
men of  the  tall  stories  and  humour  of  the  book, 
we  give  the  accompanying  extract.  The  coloured 
illustrations  remind  one  rather  too  much  of  those 
in  children's  picture  books;  the  best  in  our 
opinion  are  the  photogravure  reproductions  from 
the  original  engravings. 

The  Major's  Fish  Story. 

On  our  arrival  at  Macroom,  I  found  an  invita- 
tion to  dine  with  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  immediately  dispatched  Owen  with  the 
fish,  and  a  note  containing  my  acceptance  of  the 
invitation. 

On  arriving  at  the  house,  I  found  the  company 
to  consist  of  the  host — a  hospitable  and  kind  one 

— Major  K  ,  who,  I  believe,  in  compliment  to 

myself,  had  been  invited,  as  he  was  a  thorough 
fisherman,  the  priest  of  the  parish,  an  Irish 
barrister,  and  a  couple  of  those  young  gentlemen 
who  may  pass  for  anything.  They  were,  however, 
I  believe,  in  this  instance,  law  students. 

On  our  introduction,  I  learned  soon  from  the 
Major  that  he  had  been,  since  the  battle  of 
Waterloo,  resident  as  a  fisherman  at  Killarney. 
It  did  not  require  much  to  discover,  from  himself, 
that  his  funds  were  restricted  to  the  allowance  of 
the  Government,  which  with  all  his  soul  he 
detested,  or  that  he  had  told  stories  of  his 
exploits  in  the  art  of  fishing  till  he  absolutely 
himself  believed  them.  It  was  difficult  to 
reconcile  the  perfect  honesty  of  his  character 
with  the  broad  assertions  he  made;  nor  was 
there  even  apparent  in  his  manner,  while 
so  making  them,  the  least  distrust  of  credence ; 
he  took  it  for  granted  that  every  man 
believed  what  he  would  indubitably  have  up- 
held at  the  risk  of  life,  had  it  been  doubted. 
The  priest  was  the  only  man  who  dared  to  ask  if 
the  Major  was  sure  of  anything,  and  to  him  the 
reply  was,  "  Do  you  question  it  ?  By  my  sowl 
and  the  blood  of  the  K.'s,  it  never  was  doubted 
before !    There  was  that  affair  of  the  salmon : 

Lord  V          told  me  that  if  any  other  man 

had  told  the  story  he  wouldn't  believe  it. 
I  sent  my  friend  to  him,  Father,  and  he  acknow- 
ledged that  he  believed  every  word  of  it."  Then, 
turning  to  me,  "  You  may  do  as  you  like,  sir ;  you 
are  an  Englishman,  and  know  little  of  Irish  fish- 
ing. By  the  powers,  you'll  larn  what  it  is  to  be 
a  sportsman ! " 

"  Hear  the  Major,"  says  the  Priest ;  "  he'll  tell 
the  story." 

"  By  the  sowl  of  me,  and  I'll  tell  it  anyhow." 
"  Tell  it  right,  Major." 

"  Is  there  a  man  would  say  that  to  me  but  your 
own  good  looking  self,  now,  Father  ?  " 

I  begged  to  hear  the  story. 

"  You  must  believe  it,"  said  the  Priest. 

"  And  who  doesn't  P  "  said  the  Major,  gulping 
down  his  third  tumbler  of  punch,  and  slamming 
the  glass  on  the  table.  Then,  turning  to  me — 
"  Sir,  everybody  knows  the  fact — I  caught  a  hare 
and  a  salmon  at  one  cast  of  the  fly  /  " 

"  Oh,  Benedicite !  "  says  the  priest. 

"  None  of  your  holy  bother,  now,  Father.  I'm 
after  relating  to  the  gentleman  this  remarkable 
adventure.    Give  me  the  materials  ?  " 

The  needful  was  soon  prepared,  and  the  Major, 
directing  his  conversation  exclusively  to  me,  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that,  while  fishing  in  the  Lee,  not 
far  from  Macroom,  he  saw  a  fine  fish  rise  under 
the  opposite  bank.  He  immediately  drew  out  his 
line,  so  as  to  enable  him  by  a  cast  to  reach  the 
exact  spot.  He  had  previously  put  on  two  large 
flies,  such  as  are  commonly  used  for  salmon  in 
high  water.  He  drew  back  the  line,  which 
would  extend  30yds.  or  40yds.,  behind  him. 

On  endeavouring  to  make  the  cast,  he  found  he 
had,  as  fisheimen  call  it,  "  hitched  behind."  At 
this  moment  the  salmon  i-ose  again  in  the  same 
spot,  and,  in  his  eagerness  to  cover  him,  he  gave 
a  strenuous  jerk,  with  the  intent  of  breaking  one 
fly  and  covering  the  salmon  with  the  other. 
Splash  into  the  river  went  something  heavy, 
which  immediately  took  to  swimming  towards 
the  opposite  bank,  close  to  the  spot  where  the 
salmon  had  risen.  The  action  of  the  animal  so 
effectually  played  the  other  fly  before  the  salmon, 
that  he  forthwith  seized  it,  and  both  were  well 
hooked.  The  Major  continued  to  relate  that 
hereupon  commenced  a  hard  struggle ;  sometimes 
the  salmon  was  on  the  surface,  and  sometimes 


the  other  was  drawn  underwater,  till,  by  judicious 
management,  both  were  safely  landed,  and  proved 
to  be  a  fine  hare,  hooked  by  the  leg,  and  a  salmon 
of  twenty  pounds  weight ! 

"  I  made  them  both  a  present  to  our  worthy 
host,"  added  the  Major,  "  and  it's  myself  that  ate 
part  of  both." 

"  I'll  bear  witness  to  the  eating,  at  any  rate," 
said  the  Priest. 

"And  it's  I'll  bear  witness  to  the  catching," 
said  the  Major,  "  and  who'll  deny  it  P  " 


THE   MAY  FLY   ON  A  SUBSCRIP- 
TION WATER. 


"  The  Fly  is  up,"  says  our  telegram,  and  there- 
fore, throwing  business  to  the  winds,  off  we  go  to 
our  old  water,  to  engage  in  the  most  fascinating 
of  pursuits,  which  is  described  by  Cotton,  "  the 
second  way  of  angling  at  the  top,  which  is  with 
an  artificial  fly."  We  arrive  at  our  inn  about 
eight  in  the  evening,  and  fifteen  minutes  sees  us 
upon  the  water.  We  perceive  that  though  prompt, 
we  are  not  the  first  arrivals.  In  the  garden,  past 
which  flows  our  stream,  crouched  behind  a  goose- 
berry bush,  one  veteran  is  posted,  just  about  to 
make  a  cast  over  "  that  big  one,  sir,  that  broke 
me  last  year,"  while  further  up  the  river  a  novice 
may  be  observed  occupying  a  prominent  position 
on  the  extreme  edge  of  the  bank,  silhouetted 
against  the  darkening  sky,  and  casting  frantically 
a  long  line  in  coils;  he  serves,  no  doubt,  as  a 
danger  signal,  which  will  be  pointed  out  by  the 
old  grandfather  farios  to  the  young  unwary  trout- 
lings.  I  am  not  a  great  believer  in  the  value  of 
books  in  the  learning  of  our  sport,  but  neverthe- 
less can  scarce  forbear  to  steal  up  to  our  friend 
and  whisper  the  words  of  our  only  fishing  classic, 
"  You  have  length  enough,  stand  a  little  further 
off,  let  me  entreat  you,  and  do  but  fish  the  stream 
like  an  artist,  and  peradventure  a  good  fish  may 
fall  to  your  share."  Though  the  rise  is  practically 
over,  still  an  odd  fly  drifts  down  under  the  bank, 
and  is  taken  by  shy  rising  trout.  Putting  up  a 
small  May  Fly,  we  try  our  luck,  creeping,  kneeling, 
and  casting  a  short  line  under  our  own  bank. 
Only  three  times  does  a  fish  come  at  the  fly,  but 
the  three  rises  result  in  two  fish,  the  larger  of 
which,  Klb.  in  weight,  is  an  exceptionally  good 
fish  for  the  river.  In  half  an  hour  it  is  impossible 
to  see  the  fly,  and  a  slight  hollowness  suggests  the 
necessity  of  adjourning  to  our  hostelry  to  partake 
of  that  midnight  feast — dinner,  in  the  May  Fly 
season.  Here  about  half  a  dozen  fishers  fore- 
gather, and  those  who  arrived  earlier  in  the  day 
narrate  their  experiences,  all  united  in  complain- 
ing that  the  fish  came  very  short,  and  showed  a 
great  fastidiousness  as  to  the  pattern  of  the  fly. 
Next  day  is  Sunday,  and,  of  course,  the  weather 
is  lovely,  the  breeze  favourable,  and  the  rise 
occurrs  early  in  the  afternoon  and  lasts  well 
into  the  evening.  From  four  till  dark  the  river 
literally  boils  with  fish,  but  more  fly  seem  to 
b  3  taken  under  water,  or  just  as  it  is  hatching  out 
at  the  surface,  while  but  few  are  taken  by  the  fish 
when  sailing  full  blown  down  the  stream.  A 
peculiarity  of  this  season's  fly  seemed  to  be  the 
very  light  colour  of  the  body,  and  the  nearly 
black  wings,  the  pattern  being  markedly  different 
from  that  of  last  year. 

During  the  rise  the  larger  trout  can  be  seen 
moving  about  under  water,  but  rarely  breaking 
the  surface,  and  even  when  they  do  so,  are 
evidently  taking  the  fly  as  it  rises  before  it  hatched 
out.  After  this  day  of  undisturbed  enjoyment 
for  the  fish,  the  fishers  naturally  expected  that 
they  would  be  getting  over  their  shyness,  and 
looked  forward  to  great  things  being  accomplished 
on  the  morrow.  Everything  is  put  in  readiness, 
lines  are  greased,  gut  put  t6"  and  flies 

prepared. 

The  day  rose  grey  and  misty,  and  inclined  to 
rain,  but  the  inclination  is  not  given  way  to.  A 
light  breeze  blows  upstream,  and  the  hopes  of  the 
fishers  rise  high,  as,  about  breakfast  time,  the  sun 
breaks  through  the  clouds.  The  morning  is  put 
in  wandering  by  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  an  odd 
fish  is  taken  with  the  Alder  in  the  forenoon.  At 
five  the  rise  commences,  and  in  half  an  hour  the 
scene  of  yesterday  is  repeated,  and  the  river 
seems  alive  with  fish.  Plunge,  plunge  !  flop,  flop  ! 
resounds  on  every  side,  while  the  martins  skim 
the  water  hither  and  thither,  picking  up  what  flies 
escape    the  fishes.    But    though  all  appears 
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favourable,  the  gut  fine  single-drawn  20in.,  the 
line  straight,  and  the  fly  comes  down  without  drag, 
nothing  more  than  a  false  rise  results,  the  fly 
passing  on  its  course  \mtouched  by  the  fish. 
After  many  changes  of  different  patterns  by  the 
best  makers,  a  dark-winged,  straw-bodied  fly  is 
borrowed  from  a  neighbour,  and  then  one  gets  an 
odd  fish  drowning  the  fly.  Once  or  twice  a  slight 
pull  is  felt,  but  I  am  convinced  this  is  only  from 
the  fly  touching  or  catching  on  the  fish's  body,  as 
on  striking  the  fly  comes  away.  Later  on,  how- 
ever, after  the  rise  proper  is  over,  a  couple  of 
brace  of  small  but  sizeable  fish  are  stalked  and 
captured.  It  has  been  frequently  stated  that 
when  the  fish  are  not  taking  the  perfect  fly  well,  the 
wingless  pattern,  which  is  supposed  to  imitate  the 
larva,  should  be  used.  This  was  put  on  during 
the  heat  of  the  rise,  and  was  fished  upstream  wet 
and  dry,  and  downstream,  both  with  and  without 
jerking  the  rod  top.  Nothing  whatever  came  at 
it.  The  artificial  perfect  May  Fly  was  constantly 
picked  off  the  water  by  the  birds  after  it  had 
passed  over  a  rising  fish,  which  would  not  look 
at  it. 

The  mystery  explains  itself  next  day.  The 
weather  having  completely  changed  in  the  night, 
the  day  breaks  cold  and  windy,  with  a  N.E.  wind 
and  rain.  I  determine  to  devote  the  first  quarter 
of  an  hour  of  the  rise  to  watching  the  movements 
of  the  fish,  so  choosing  a  sheltered  nook  beside  a 
floating  bridge,  I  sit  down  and  wait.  The  fly  did 
not  come  up  till  five,  and  then  only  a  little. 
Before  the  rise  had  apparently  begun,  I  saw  a 
large  fish  going  through  the  most  extraordinary 
antics  in  the  eddy  below  the  plankway ;  he  would 
dart  from  under  the  bridge  into  the  eddy,  twist 
hither  and  thither  three  or  four  times,  and  then 
dart  back  again  to  his  shelter ;  close  watching 
showed  he  was  larvae  feeding,  opening  his  mouth 
and  taking  one  at  each  twist. 

Just  above  the  bridge  a  small  fish  is  at  work. 
The  reflection  from  the  water  does  not  permit  of 
watching  his  under-water  movements,  but  his 
manoeuvres  at  the  top  are  clearly  visible;  a 
little  blackish  point  appears  above  water, 
gets  a  little  bigger,  then  there  is  a 
slight  dimple,  and  the  black  spot  disappears. 
Once  or  twice  the  dimple  is  not  seen,  and  a 
perfect  May  Fly  spread  out  its  wings  and 
fluttered  off.  Evidently  this  fish  was  following 
the  larva;  up  to  the  surface,  and  taking  them  as 
they  hatched  ;  he  would  not  look  at  an  artificial 
dropped  before  his  nose.  About  the  middle  of  the 
rise  an  odd  fish  or  so  rises  at  the  dark-winged  arti- 
ficial ;  during  three-quarters  of  an  hour  eleven  fish 
are  risen,  six  are  pricked,  and  one,  foul  hooked 
outside  the  jaw,  is  landed.  This  was  the 
end  of  my  May  Fly  holiday.  It  has  con- 
vinced me  of  one  thing,  viz.,  that  the  modern 
subscription-water  trout  is  getting  to  know  more 
than  the  fisherman.  Some  authorities  say  that 
the  bulging  and  under-water  larva  feeding  is  only 
seen  at  the  beginning  of  the  rise.  On  our  water  it 
was  most  marked  at  least  eight  days  after  the 
first  appearance  of  the  fly,  and  was  accompanied 
by  two  other  vices — a  great  fastidiousness  as  to 
the  pattern  of  the  artificial  and  a  marked 
tendency  to  come  short.  The  true  explanation 
appears  to  the  writer  to  be  that  the  fish  are  hook- 
shy  ;  the  stream  is  overcrowded  with  trout,  which, 
therefore,  rarely  grow  to  any  great  size ;  the 
number  of  rods  fishing  the  water  are  too  many  ; 
and  the  limit  at  all  times  is  12in.  Frequently  ten 
undersized  fish  will  be  caught  and  returned  for 
one  which  is  takeable  as  regards  size,  especially 
during  the  summer  months.  Therefore,  nearly 
every  fish  in  the  river  has  been  hooked,  some 
frequently,  and  many  are  landed  and  returned  at 
least  once  in  their  lives,  so  tha,t  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  they  fight  shy  of  floating  flies, 
and  prefer  to  make  a  diet  of  something  under 
water.  This  evil  tends  to  grow  worse,  as.  short 
rising  fish  are  frequently  pricked,  and  just 
sufficiently  alarmed  to  put  them  off  a  fly  dietary. 
Again,  having  been  hooked  before,  when  they  feel 
the  steel  they  know  what  to  do,  and  at  once  bolt 
into  the  weeds,  take  a  turn,  and  the  hook  comes 
away.  This  is  a  bad  state  of  affaire,  as 
the  trout  are  being  gradually  educated  not 
to  rise  to  the  fly  at  all,  and  seem  to  be  learning 
their  lesson  well.  The  local  committees,  who  so 
frequently  manage  subscription  waters,  seem 
inclined  to  look  with  favour  upon  such  a  state  of 
matters,  because,  if  fish  are  not  taken  out  fresh 
stock  need  not  be  put  in,  and  the  expense  of  re- 


stocking is  avoided.  This  is  to  my  mind  bad 
policy,  as  the  first  object  of  a  fishery  is  to  provide 
fish,  and  of  a  trout  fishery  to  maintain  a  good 
supply  of  free  risers.  These  are  to  be  obtained 
only  by  getting  rid  of  the  old  stock  and  intro- 
ducing fresh  blood.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  the 
present  non-risers,  the  limit  might  with  advan- 
tage be  lowered,  and  the  large  non-fly-feeding  fish 
removed  with  the  minnow.  Then  the  river  could 
be  thoroughly  re-stocked  with  two  and  three-year- 
old  fish,  and  given  a  complete  rest  for  one  season. 
In  order  that  the  old  order  of  things  should  not 
speedily  recur,  either  a  low  standard  with  constant 
restocking  must  be  adopted,  or  the  number  of  rods 
fishing  the  water  should  be  materially  reduced. 
The  above  remarks,  in  the  writer's  opinion,  will 
apply  to  more  than  one  of  the  subscription  and 
hotel  water  in  the  south  of  England.  As  to  the 
scarcity  of  May  Fly,  there  appears  to  be  but  little 
falling  off  on  some  of  these  waters,  though  no 
doubt  sewage  pollution  will  soon  do  its  fell  work. 
Meantime,  while  we  have  May  Flies,  for  goodness 
sake  let  us  preserve  a  stock  of  trout  which  will 
take  them  in  their  perfect  form.  Nemo. 


THE  EOCK  FISHER  AND  HIS  SPOET. 


In  these  days,  when  every  bit  of  trout  or  salmon 
water  is  sacred,  and  in  every  sense  a  class  privilege, 
when  the  migration  to  the  city  has  deprived  many 
a  life  long  devotee  to  the  gentle  art  of  the  passion 
nurtured  ad  libitum  in-  his  native  glen,  the  tidal 
rock-bound  coast  is  still  at  his  command,  and  has 
assumed,  and  is  assuming,  an  importance  in  the 
eyes  of  the  city  toiler  and  week-end  angler  well 
worthy  of  the  dignified  name  of  sport  in  every 
sense  of  the  term.  His  object  is  not  commercial, 
but  sportive ;  not  to  catch  so  much  fish  for  the 
mere  sake  of  their  intrinsic  worth  as  for  the 
pleasure  they  afford  in  the  catching  of  them.  In 
fact,  the  true  ideal  of  the  sportsman  after  the 
manner  born  is  his,  and  in  no  mean  degree. 

Again,  the  ranks  of  the  rock  fisher  are  being 
still  further  augmented  by  the  city  clerk,  the 
high-class  artizan,  the  teacher,  who  has  a  month 
or  so  at  his  disposal  yearly,  and  elects  to  spend 
it  at  the  fishing  village  or  wayside  hamlet,  where 
his  limited  allowance  can  easily  cover  the  moderate 
comforts  of  board  and  lodgings  for  himself  and 
family,  and  yield  in  return  the  needed  change 
and  rest,  with  an  object  in  view,  to  sweeten  the 
lengthening  or  shortening  days,  as  the  case  may 
be,  when  there  are  no  trout  streams  to  command, 
or,  worse  still,  no  trout  in  the  streams  at  com- 
mand, and  any  other  higher  game  entirely  out  of 
his  line,  or  otherwise  denied  him. 

The  rock  angler  is  purely  a  tidal  fisher.  He 
must  study  the  local  tides,  and  the  best  times 
when  the  fish  are  close  inshore  hunting  for  food, 
for  then  his  basket  is  to  be  made.  But  when  he 
gets  well  acquainted  with  the  locality  and  habits 
of  the  fish  he  need  not  restrict  himself  to  the  flow 
of  the  tide.  There  may  be  spots  within  a  hundred 
yards  or  so  of  the  scene  of  action  when  the  fish 
will  take  best  with  the  receding  tide.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  this  can  be  easily  studied.  The  fish  seek 
the  entrance  of  the  voe,  or  bay,  with  the  tide  on 
the  turn,  say,  from  ebb  to  flow.  They  work  up 
the  gulf  or  headland  for  a  mile  or  so,  according 
to  its  size,  hunting  among  the  marine  aquaria 
for  all  sorts  of  fish  food  moved  with  the  rising 
tide  from  the  bottom  and  the  rocks  along  the 
sides  of  the  coast.  When  the  tide  begins  to  ebb 
again  they  begin  falling  back,  and  so  from  another 
point,  and  by  merely  making  a  shift,  the  rock 
angler  may  continue  filling  his  creel,  and  so  fish 
from  morn  to  dewy  eve,  independent  of  the  tide. 
As  a  general  rule,  most  anglers  prefer  a  rising 
tide  from  the  fact  that  the  fish  are  then  keenest 
on  the  hunt,  and  no  doubt  when  the  time  and  tide 
thus  suit  each  other  a  better  basket  may  be  made 
than  in  the  off-chance  of  a  receding  tide,  merely 
for  the  sake  of  filling  in  the  time. 

If  the  rock  angler  be  an  enthusiast,  and  care  to 
"  brush  away  the  morning  dews  upon  the  upland 
lawn,"  or,  rather,  grassy  rocks,  he  may  turn  out  at 
peep  o'  day,  and  then  with  the  first  streaks  of  the 
morning's  sun  across  the  ocean  sport  comes  fast 
and  furious.  Again,  when  the  sun  begins  to  set 
"  behind  yon  hills,"  and  the  quiet  calm  of  the 
evening  falls  upon  the  silent  waters,  broken  only 
by  the  half-hearted  splash  of  the  ever  swelling 
tide,  the  creel  is  rapidly  made  up,  should  it  have 
been  comparatively  empty  for  many  hours  before- 


hand. But  although  these  sacred  hours  are  so 
much  prized  by  the  local  competitor  and  the 
record  breaker,  anxious  for  the  hank  of  gut  or  the 
promised  fishing  creel  at  the  end  of  the  season, 
the  mid-day  cast  need  not  be  despised  by  tiiose 
on  holiday  bent.  We  have  fished  the  rocks  on 
the  east  coast  of  Scotland,  more  or  less,  as 
occasion  permitted,  for  nigh  thirty  years  past,  and 
at  all  conceivable  places,  although  the  twenty  or 
so  odd  miles  south  from  Aberdeen  to  Dunottar 
have  been  our  most  frequent  hunting  grounds— 
and  happy  hunting  grounds  to  boot  in  nine  cases 
out  of  every  ten.  We  have  fished  all  night,  "  at 
peep  o'  day,"  and  again  when  the  last  rays  of  the 
setting  sun  saw  our  first  baits  cast,  yet  our  best 
record  was  made  in  the  bright  noontide  of  a 
burning  July  day.  Two  rods  of  us,  with  crab 
bait,  landed  2cwt.  of  fish — chiefly  cod  and  saithe, 
or  cole  fish — between  10  a.m.  and  5  p.m.  We 
only  made  tracks  for  home  when  our  baits 
were  exhausted,  and  the  local  supply  of 
herring  into  the  bargain.  It  was  the  hardest 
job  we  ever  had  to  attempt  taking  our 
"  catch "  up  the  rocks  in  three  or  four  con- 
signments, and  when  we  reached  the  bank  with 
the  last  of  them  we  handed  the  most  of  the  day's 
spoil  over  to  the  coastguardsmen,  who  came  to 
our  assistance,  treated  us  to  our  tea  and  a  dram, 
and  gave  us  a  "  Scotch  convoy  "  to  the  station, 
some  two  miles  off,  to  further  assist  us  with  our 
rods  and  creels.  So,  were  we  to  judge  by  our  own 
experience  alone,  we  would  disregard  either  too 
early  or  too  late  hours  as  otherwise  marring  the 
pleasures  of  a  holiday,  and  exposure  to  night 
chills. 

The  best  rock  rod  is  a  bamboo,  in  three  or  four 
joints.  The  line  requires  to  be  kept  clear  of  the 
sloping  rocks,  with  their  attendant  marine 
tendrils.  But  the  rod  need  not  be  made  for 
casting.  A  pole  will  do,  and  they  are  usually  got 
up  in  a  rough  and  ready  manner  for  about  10s. 
each,  and  last  a  lifetime.  They  are  usually  from 
18ft.  to  21ft.  long,  and  almost  as  thick  at  the  top 
as  an  ordinary  walking  stick.  Anything  finer  is 
not  needed,  nor  will  it  stand,  as  there  is  usually 
lots  of  "  knockabout "  to  be  endured  on  a  rock 
fishing  expedition. 

The  line  is  either  barked  or  unbarked  cord, 
four  ply  as  the  run  goes,  but  there  is  no  rule. 

Silk  lines  will  not  stand  the  salt  water.  They 
have  been  tried  in  casting  either  from  the  Malloch 
reel  or  by  the  Nottingham  system,  for  both  are  in 
vogue.   The  Nottingham  system,  however,  has  a 
certain  preference,  as  there  is  a  reel  on  the  east 
coast,  costing  about  2s.  6d.,  which  can  be  used 
very  well  after  that  system.    A  reel  is  neither 
here  nor  there.    It  can  be  dispensed  with  at  will. 
There  are  no  fish  beyond  the  capabilities  of  the 
rod  and  line  usually  employed  but  what  can  be 
thrown  out  on  the  rock  behind.    But  here  the 
highest  form  of  the  rock  angler's  art  comes  into 
play,  and,  as  far  as  yet  evolved  on  the  east  coast, 
there  is  little  to  choose  between  the  salmon  caster 
and  the  rock  angler  essaying  for  a  cod  of,  say, 
141b.  or  181b.,  and  the  rdck  angler  is  daily  borrow- 
ing from  his  more  favoured  brother's  pastime  to 
enhance  the  sport  and  value  of  his  own.  With 
60yds.  of  fine  running  cord  line,  a  flight  of 
hooks,  either  baited  or  tied  after  the  pattern 
of   sea   flies,  he  casts   off   the  rock,  allows 
his  2oz.  lead   to   sink    some   20ft.  or  30ft., 
and  when  near  the  bottom  then  commences 
winding  in.    This  is  continued  again  and  again, 
a  few  yards  up  or  a  few  yards  down,  till  some- 
thing is  struck,  and  then  the  winch  goes  quicker. 
There  may  be  no  attempt  at  running  the  fish, 
but  if  he  be  of  heavy  dimensions  this  is  even 
resorted  to  after  the  orthodox  fashion.    He  is 
never  lifted  out  till  blown  and  showing  on  his 
side,  and  many  have  hand  nets  and  gaffs  for  the 
pui'pose.     Should  the  fish  be  of  the  smaller 
species  it  gets  little  law,  but  nolens  vofetts  is  forth- 
with brought  to  the  bank  and  knocked  on  the 
head.    The  matter  of  borrowing  from  the  salmon 
angler  has  not  stopped  short  at  even  adopting  his 
lures  with  the  best  of  success.    The  usual  sea 
flies  are  very  crude  and  primitive  indeed.  A 
simple  galvanised  long  shank  hook  is  dressed  on 
gut  with  a  bit  of  coloured  feather,  white,  red, 
claret,  blue,  yellow,  and  such  primary  colours 
being  the  accepted  dressings,  and  found  quite 
sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes,  costing  l.Jd. 
each,  so  that  a  flight  of  half  a  dozen  such  flies, 
gut  and  all,  only  costs  about  !)d.  or  Is. 
A  short  time  ago,  however,  an  angler  found 
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himself  at  the  rocks  with  his  salmon  fly  book,  in 
place  of  the  ordinary  rough  and  ready  home-made 
rock  one.  Like  the  cock  and  the  pearl,  who  would 
have  rather  preferred  finding  a  pea,  our  fisherman 
was  at  his  wit's  end,  till,  more  by  way  of  attempt- 
ing something  rather  than  turning  home  again, 
he  set  to  and  rigged  up  a  rock  flight  with  salmon 
flies.  And  so  well  did  the  Gordons,  Akroyds, 
Silver  Doctors,  and  Jock  Scotts  do  their  work, 
that  he  has  never  used  any  other  kind  of  fly  since. 

Any  old  salmon  flies,  if  the  gut  can  be  chanced, 
can  thus  be  worked  up,  and  with  a  bit  of  waxed 
thread  they  may  be  whipped  on  to  a  strand  of 
fresh  gut  for  rock  work  long  after  tbey  have 
become  quite  useless  for  the  river.  We  used  up 
some  dozens  last  summer  in  this  way  which  had 
been  lying  past  in  an  old  flower  pot  for  some  years 
back,  and  have  been  religiously  storing  up  old 
flies  all  through  the  present  spring,  in  view  of  our 
July  holiday  among  the  rocks  on  the  Kincardine- 
shire coast.  It  is  rather  a  come  down  to  the 
gaudy  Gordon  to  be  so  used  in  his  old  age,  but 
far  better  wear  out  than  rust  in  a  damp  pocket- 
book  or  an  old  china  flower-pot.  The  hint  was  a 
most  valuable  one  to  us,  and  we  give  it  for  what 
it  is  worth  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  care 
to  so  use  up  their  salmon  flies  at  the  rocks  or 
other  sea  fishing.  Of  course,  new  salmon  flies 
are  entirely  out  of  the  question  as  too  expensive  a 
luxury  for  cod  and  cole  fish,  herring,  or  flounders, 
for  even  the  flounder  will  take  a  salmon  fly  at  a 
time. 

Although  the  heavy  rod  is  the  more  common 
one  for  bait  fishing,  and  where  all  the  work  is  done 
sitting  and  waiting  for  the  fish  to  bite,  the  fly  work 
and  casting  with  minnow  or  bait  is  done  with  a 
much  lighter  rod,  never  exceeding  14ft.  or  loft. 
Some  have  even  a  stiff  poker  of  a  12-footer,  and 
find  it  quite  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  and  more 
particularly  so  if  any  boating  work  be  on  the  card 
of  business  for  the  day. 

While  all  tackle  makers  now  devote  a  section 
of  their  business  to  the  sea  angler  and  rock  fisher, 
some  have  made  the  subject  a  life  long  study,  and 
can  give  real  practical  help  to  any  who  may  be  in 
need  of  a  rig  out;  and  even  direct  them  to 
quarters  where  a  very  pleasant  seaside  holiday 
may  be  spent  among  the  finny  denizens,  which 
abound  in  countless  myriads  on  certain  parts  of 
our  rock-bound  coast.  In  the  North  of  Scotland, 
perhaps,  Mr.  William  Laing,  Sterling- street,  Aber- 
deen, makes  a  particular  speciality  of  rock 
angling  in  all  its  shapes  and  forms,  and  has  a 
more  practical  knowledge,  to  boot,  than  any  other 
professional  we  can  point  to  just  now.  Mr. 
Brown,  George-street,  also  does  a  vast  deal  in 
this  line ;  and  probably,  although  Mr.  Bell's  health 
has  not  enabled  him  to  give  the  same  practical 
attention,  yet  he  is  familiar  with  the  "  science  "  of 
rock  fishing  in  every  detail,  and  has  contributed 
not  a  little  in  his  day  to  the  literature  of  the 
subject.   G.  M. 


THE  SOLWAY  FISHERY  COMPANY, 
LIMITED. 


As  will  be  seen  from  the  advertisement  in  our 
columns,  Mr.  J.  J.  Armistead,  of  the  Solway 
Fisheries,  Dumfries,  is  turning  his  old-esta 
blished  and  of  world-wide  celebrity  fish  culture 
business  into  a  "  limited  liability  company,"  in 
order  to  extend  and  further  develop  it,  with 
increased  capital.  Mr.  J.  J.  Armistead  offers  to 
become  chairman  for  three  years,  and  his  eldest 
son,  Mr.  Wilson  H.  Armistead,  will  act  as  manager. 
We  wish  the  new  company  every  success. 


Messrs.  Lawrence  and  Bullen  announce 
for  the  autumn  season  the  early  volumes  of  a  new 
"  Anglers'  Library,"  to  be  jointly  edited  by  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell  and  F.  G.  Aflalo.  These  first 
volumes  will  deal  respectively  with  coarse  fish, 
pike  and  perch,  sea  fishing,  trout  (char,  &c.),  and 
salmon  and  sea  trout,  and  the  editors  will  in  all 
probability  add  from  time  to  time  other  volumes 
more  topographical  in  nature,  containing  the 
latest  obtainable  information  about  particular 
rivers  and  lakes  at  home  and  abroad.  Each 
volume  will  be  fully  illustrated  and  specially 
written  for  the  library.  The  opening  volume,  on 
coarse  fish,  will  be  contributed  by  Mr.  C.  H 
Wheeley,  well  known  among  Thames  anglers,  and 
will  cost  3s.  6d. 


THE  REPORT  OF  THE  INSPECTORS 
OF  SEA  FISHERIES  (ENGLAND 
AND  WALES). 

The  reports  of  our  three  inspectors  are  duly 
submitted,  and  contain  nrach  to  interest  us  as 
sea  anglers,  and  as  consumers.  The  notes  in  Mr. 
Fryer's  report  on  the  artificial  breeding  in  Scot- 
land, Norway,  Canada,  and  the  United  States, 
are  of  the  greatest  interest.  We  are  quite  of 
Mr.  Fryer's  opinion  that  the  success  of  the 
artificial  breeding  of  sea  fish  is  still  an  open 
question,  and  that  at  present  we  run  the  risk  of 
over  fishing,  trusting  to  make  up  our  over- 
draft by  artificial  hatching.  Thus,  as  the  report 
points  out,  re-stocking  methods  are  apt  to  be 
relied  upon  till  the  fishing  is  irrevocably  ruined. 

We  note  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  fish 
landed  on  the  coasts  of  England  and  Wales 
during  the  past  year  of  nearly  4  per  cent.  The 
returns  of  prime  fish  still  are  unsatisfactory, 
though  slightly  better  than  those  of  last  year, 
being  15,961cwfc.  more,  but  still  nearly  44,000cwt. 
less  than  in  1887,  and  more  than  25  per  cent, 
dearer. 

As  regards  our  sea  fisheries  population,  a  still 
further  reduction  in  the  numbers  employed  is  to 
be  noted,  and  the  inspectors'  remarks  on  the 
diminution  of  the  number  of  apprentices  ought 
to  be  carefully  perused  by  all  thinking  persons 
who  have  at  heart  the  welfare  of  the  industry, 
and,  through  it,  the  providing  of  men  for  the 
navy. 

Mr.  Malan  writes  as  follows :  "  On  Dec.  31, 
1896,  there  were  915  apprentices  to  the  sea  fishing 
service  on  the  registers.  The  number  continues 
to  diminish,  and  Grimsby  with  449,  Brixham 
with  195,  and  Ramsgate  with  161  are  still  the 
only  ports  where  the  system  is  effectively  kept 
up.  At  other  ports  the  number  is  significant." 
If  we  refer  to  the  1895  report,  published  last 
year,  we  find  that  "  there  were  1197  apprentices 
to  the  sea  fishing  service  on  the  registers.  This 
is  a  diminished  total,  and  is  but  little  higher  than 
the  number  at  Grimsby  alone  in  former  years." 
That  is  to  say,  in  plain  English,  the  number  has 
diminished  in  twelve  months  24  per  cent. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  increase  of  the  Milford 
trawlers,  and  the  use  on  them  of  the  otter  trawl, 
while  the  fact  that  these  vessels  made  fifty 
voyages  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay  is  indicative  of  how 
far  afield  our  profitable  trawling  grounds  are 
situated. 

Also  reference  is  made  to  our  Icelandic  ground, 
and  the  prosecutions  of  British  trawlers  for 
breaking  the  law  by  working  within  their  terri- 
torial waters.  It  is  also  to  be  remarked  that 
the  quantity  of  fish  condemned  in  London  was 
higher  than  it  has  been  for  some  years,  and  that 
232  tons  were  plaice,  over  four-fif  fchs  of  which  were 
undersized.  The  appendix  reports  are  full  of 
interest  to  anglers,  dealing  as  they  do,. amongst 
other  subjects,  with  salmon  poaching  by  sea 
fishermen.  In  conclusion,  we  may  say  that  the 
eleventh  annual  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  Sea 
Fisheries  is  a  most  valuable  publication,  and  should 
be  full  of  interest  to  every  man  who  has  the 
welfare  of  his  country  at  heart.  X. 


A  CAPITAL  BOOK  ON  SPORT  IN 
NORWAY. 
All  who  are  interested  in  sport  (shooting, 
salmon  fishing,  trout  fishing)  and  natural  history 
should  not  miss  a  capital  book  which  has 
recently  been  published.  It  is  by  Mr.  Abel 
Chapman,  author  of  "  Wild  Spain,  &c,"  and  is 
well  illustrated  by  the  author  and  Mr.  Charles 
Whymper.  The  title  is  "  Wild  Norway ;  with 
chapters  on  the  Swedish  Highlands,  Spitzbergen, 
and  Denmark."  We  shall  refer  to  it  more 
fully  presently,  but  in  the  meantime  can  strongly 
recommend  it  to  all  who  are  visiting  Norway, 
or  interested  in  first-class  sport  with  rod  and 
gun.  The  publisher  is  Mi-.  Edward  Arnold,  37, 
Bedford-street,  Strand. 


COARSE  FISH  ANGLERS  AND 
TROUT  LICENCES. 
We  hear  that  a  test  case  as  to  the  liability  of 
persons  fishing  for  coarse  fish  in  a  trout  stream  to 
take  out  a  licence  has  been  arranged,  and  will 
probably  be  heard  before  the  long  vacation. 


THE  LOCHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 
[Copyright.] 

rEy  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  ot 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 

.  No.  72. 
PERTHSHIRE.  . 
Lochs  of  Perthshire  (continued). 
Loch  Mharich. — A  little  private  loch  on  the 
estate  of  Dalrulzian,  yielding  fair  sport.  It 
belongs  to  Mr.  James  Small,  of  Dirnanean  and 
Brewlands,  and  is  let  with  shootings. 

Loch  Monksmyre.— See  Stormont  Loch. 
Loch  Monzievaird. — A  little  loch  about  two 
miles  from  Crieff.  It  contains  perch  and  pike, 
and  a  bmited  number  of  permissions  to  fish  are 
authorised  to  be  given  by  the  local  factor,  at 
Westerton,  Ochtertyre,  Crieff.  Route:  By  rail 
to  Crieff ;  thence  walk  or  hire  three  miles. 

Loch  Moul-Na-Gairn  is  a  small  loch  about 
three  miles  from  Stronachlachar  Hotel,  at  the 
head  of  Loch  Katrine,  and  can  be  fished  by 
residing  there.  Route :  Same  as  Loch  Katrine, 
which  see. 

Loch  Moraig.— A  pretty  little  loch  on  the 
estate  of  Lude,  near  Blair-Atholl.  It  is  artificial, 
and  is  well  stocked  with  fine  trout,  yielding 
splendid  sport.  Preserved,  and  let  with  shoot- 
ings. Route:  By  rail  to  Blair-Atholl;  thence 
drive  or  walk  three  miles. 

Muir  Dam  Loch.— A  small  loch,  about  two 
miles  from  Kincardine-on-Forth,  and  one  of  the 
very  best  trout  lochs  to  be  found  anywhere.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  its  neighbour,  Peppermill 
Loch,  which  is  about  half  a  mile  distant.  Muir 
Dam  is  about  one  mile  by  three-quarters  of  a 
mile ;  Peppermill  about  two  miles  round.  They 
are  strictly  preserved.  They  are  stocked  with 
trout  from  Loch  Leven  and  the  other  best  lochs 
and  rivers  in  Scotland,  and  they  yield  magnificent 
sport.  The  trout  run  from  lib.  up  to  61b.  or  71b. 
The  favourite  flies  are  red  or  yellow  body,  or  green 
body  with  red  or  yellow  head— light  wings.  The 
best  time  for  these  fine  lochs  is  between  May_  and 
August,  but  permission  to  fish  is  seldom  given. 
Route :  By  rail  to  Kincardine-on-Forth ;  thence 
hire  or  walk  four  miles. 

Loch  Na-Craig  is  about  three  miles  in  cir- 
cumference, and  is  one  of  the  best  trout  lochs  in 
the  district.  It  is  three  miles  from  Aber- 
feldy,  and  can  be  fished  from  the  Breadalbane 
Hotel,  Aberfeldy,  the  lessee  of  which  has  a  boat 
on  it.  Having  been  strictly  preserved  for  a  number 
of  years,  it  is  well  stocked  with  trout  of  excellent 
quality,  which  run  from  ilb.  upwards,  and  of 
which  from  81b.  to  101b.  is  a  fair  basket.  It  fishes 
well  all  the  season.  Ordinary  loch  flies— small 
ones  for  choice.  Route:  By  rail  to  Aberfeldy; 
thence  hire  three  miles. 

Loch  Na-Lairige  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
long  by  a  quarter  broad,  and  is  situated  in  the 
hills  to  the  west  of  Ben  Lawers,  on  Loch  Tay  side'. 
Route  :  Same  as  Loch-a-Chait,  which  see. 

Loch  Na-Nean.  —  A  very  beautiful  loch, 
situated  at  the  head  of  Glentaitneach  (or  the 
"Pleasant  Glen").  It  is  seven  miles  above 
Spittal  of  Glenshee  Hotel,  is  about  a  mile  long  by 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and  is  well  stocked 
with  splendid  trout,  said  to  be  as  fine  as  in  any 
loch  or  river  in  Scotland.  Their  average  weight 
is  fib.  The  sportsman  generally  finds  himself 
richly  rewarded  who  penetrates  to  this  lonely 
loch.  It  can  be  fished  by  visitors  at  the  Spittal  of 
Glenshee  Hotel,  whence  it  is  reached  by  a  gentle 
ascent  along  the  side  of  the  Taitneach  till  within 
a  mile  of  the  loch,  when  there  is  a  stiff  climb  over 
the  hill.  One  can  ride  all  the  way  to  the  loch. 
The  scenery  is  wild  in  the  extreme.  Pretty  large 
flies  are  the  best,  and  June,  July,  and  August  are 
the  choice  months.  After  Aug.  8  it  is  generally 
reserved  by  the  lessee  of  the  shootings.  Route : 
By  rail  to  Blairgowrie  ;  thence  hire  to  Spittal  of 
Glenshee  Hotel,  twenty-two  miles ;  thence  a  stiff 
walk  over  the  hill— no  road. 
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loch  Nubhair.  —  A  pretty  loch  in  Glen 
Dochart,  about  seven  miles  west  of  Killin.  It 
belongs  to  Mr.  Place,  of  Lochdochart,  and  the 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  and  affords  fair  trout 
fishing  at  times.  Visitors  at  Luib  Hotel  have 
leave  to  fish  free.  The  hotel  keeper  has  boats  on 
it.  The  Dochart  flows  out  of  the  loch,  affording 
good  sport.  The  scenery  is  very  beautiful. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Crianlarich,  thence  hire. 

Loch  Oishuie. — A  small  loch,  in  the  parish  of 
Logierait,  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  Atholl. 
It  contains  plenty  of  large  pike,  and  is 
about  half  a  mile  long  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
broad.  The  fishing  is  preserved.  Route :  By 
rail  to  Ballinluig ;  thence  a  walk  of  four  miles — 
no  road. 

Loch  Ordie. — A  very  pretty  loch  about  six 
and  a  half  miles  to  the  north  of  Dunkeld.  It  is 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  and  half  a  mile 
broad,  and  is  surrounded  by  hills  wooded  to  the 
tops.  The  loch,  which  is  very  secluded,  is  situated 
amid  grouse  moors.  It  is  strictly  preserved.  It 
affords  splendid  sport,  the  trout  being  numerous 
and  large.  Route :  By  rail  to  Dunkeld ;  thence 
walk  or  drive  seven  miles — no  public  road  to  loch. 

Loch  Oyl. — A  small  loch,  situated  in  the  hills 
to  the  south  of  Taymouth  Castle,  belonging  to  the 
Marquis  of  Breadalbane,  and  let  with  the  shoot- 
ings of  Moness.  It  contains  trout,  perch,  gray- 
ling, and  gudgeon,  and  from  81b.  to  101b.  is  a  fair 
day's  sport.  Yellow  body  and  red  hackle  are  the 
most  deadly  flies,  and  May,  June,  and  July  the 
best  months.  Route:  By  rail  to  Aberfeldy; 
thence  five  miles  to  the  loch. 

Loch  Peppermill. — See  Muir  Dam  Loch. 

Loch  Persey. — A  small  private  loch,  on  the 
estate  of  Persey,  near  Blairgowrie,  well  stocked 
with  fish  of  excellent  quality,  including  Loch 
Leven  and  rainbow  trout.  It  belongs  to  Mr. 
Pattullo,  of  Ashmore,  and  is  preserved.  Route  : 
By  rail  to  Blairgowrie,  thence  drive.  ; 

Loch  Rae. — See  Stormont  Loch. 

Lo*h  Rannoch  is  situated  about  eleven  miles 
from  Struan  Station,  eight  miles  from  Rannoch 
Station,  and  eighteen  miles  from  Aberfeldy.  It 
is  about  nine  and  a  half  miles  long  by  something 
like  one  mile  broad,  and  is  a  lovely  sheet  of  water. 
The  outline  of  the  hills  on  both  sides  is  very 
lovely,  and  the  wood  which  clothes  the  shores  in 
many  places  adds  great  beauty  to  the  scene.  On 
the  south  side  is  the  famous  Black  Wood  of 
Rannoch,  which  is  of  very  great  antiquity.  The 
proprietors  of  the  loch  are  Sir  Robert  Menzies, 
Bart. ;  General  Macdonald ;  Mr.  Robertson,  of 
Struan ;  Mr.  Robertson-Luxford,  of  Croiscrag ; 
Mr.  T.  V.  Wentworth,  of  Dall ;  and  Mr.  J.  Clark 
Bunten.  At  the  east  end  is  Kinloch-Rannocb, 
where  there  are  two  hotels,  the  landlords  of  which 
have  boats  on  the  loch  for  the  use  of  their  guests, 
who  are  also  allowed  to  fish  part  of  the  Tummel. 
The  loch  holds  lots  of  small  trout,  two  or  three  to 
the  lb.,  and  it  is  also  famous  for  Salmo  ferox  of 
large  size.  In  the  hotels,  at  the  foot  of  the  loch, 
there  are  some  large  specimens  stuffed,  weighing 
from  181b.  to  241b.  We  killed  in  this  loch  with 
single  gut  a  Salmo  ferox  weighing  181b.,  which 
afforded  first  rate  sport,  and  fought  for  over  an 
hour.  Two  or  three  dozen  of  trout,  with  the 
chance  of  a  monster,  is  an  ordinary  day's  sport, 
but  oftentimes  greatly  heavier  baskets  are  made. 
Largish  flies  are  best,  with  bodies  not  too  thick, 
and  a  full  wing.  In  trolling  for  ferox,  salmon  lines 
should  be  used,  and  first  rate  gut.  Phantom 
minnow  does  fairly  well,  but  natural  minnow  does 
better,  and  par-tail  is  better  than  either.  The 
head  of  the  loch  is  the  best  part  of  it,  and  there 
is  a  tsmperance  inn  there ;  so  the  best  way  is  to 
troll  up  for  big  fish  from  Kinloch-Rannoch  pretty 
early  in  the  day,  fish  the  bays  at  the  head  of  the 
loch  during  the  day  for  small  fish,  and  troll  home 
in  the  evening.  Or  your  boatmen  can  pull  up  at 
early  morning,  while,  after  breakfast,  you  drive  up 
six  or  eight  miles  on  the  Dall  side,  and  then  em- 
bark. Anglers  coming  from  the  hotels  at  Kinloch- 
Rannoch  should  observe  that  they  are  not  allowed 
to  land  on  any  part  of  the  Menzies  territory, 
which  extends  up  nearly  the  whole  north  side  of 
the  loch,  and  comprises  the  island  in  it.  Neither 
are  they  allowed  to  land  on  the  shores  belonging 
to  Mr.  Robertson-Luxford,  of  Croiscrag;  but  Mr. 
Wentworth,  of  Dall,  allows  them  to  land  on  his 
territory,  which  is  very  extensive  on  the  south 
side.  The  river  Gauer  falls  into  the  head  of  the 
loch,  and  the  Rannoch  Water,  afterward  called 
the  Tummel,  flows  out  of  it.    Near  the  head  of 


it,  on  the  north  side,  the  Errochd  flows  in  from 
Loch  EiTochd.  There  are  some  beautiful  shoot- 
ing lodges  on  its  shores.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Struan ;  thence  by  mail  coach  or  hire  to  Kinloch- 
Rannoch,  thirteen  miles  ;  or  by  rail  to  Rannoch, 
on  West  Highland  Railway ;  thence  drive.  A 
new  private  road  from  Struan  to  Rannoch,  for  the 
use  of  which  a  charge  is  made,  shortens  the  dis- 
tance very  much.  The  mail  coach  goes  by  this 
road.  Through  tickets  are  now  issued  to  and 
from  London  to  Struan  and  Rannoch  Stations. 
Loch  Rannoch  can  also  be  reached  by  hiring  from 
Pitlochry.  The  distance  is  much  longer  than 
from  Struan,  but  the  drive  is  a  very  beautiful  one. 

Lochs  of  Roro. — Loch  Damh,  Loch  Girre, 
and  Loch-a-Chait,  three  small  sheets  of  water  at 
the  head  of  Glenlyon,  go  by  this  name.  They  are 
noticed  under  their  several  names. 

Loch  Ruskie. — A  loch  a  mile  long  and  half  a 
mile  broad,  some  three  miles  from  Callander,  four 
from  Port  of  Menteith,  and  seven  from  Aberfoyle. 
The  scenery  is  bleak  and  barren.  It  contains 
perch  and  pike,  61b.  being  an  ordinary  day's 
sport.  Natural  minnow  and  worm  are  the  best 
bait,  and  May,  June,  and  July  are  the  best 
months.  The  burn  that  flows  out  of  the  loch 
contains  small  trout.  The  loch  is  private  property, 
and  is  not  open  to  the  public.  There  is  a  small 
island  in  it,  having  the  ruins  of  a  house  said  to 
have  been  the  abode  of  Sir  John  Menteith,  of 
Ruskie,  the  betrayer  of  Wallace.  Route  :  By  rail 
to  Callander ;  thence  hire  three  miles. 

Loch  Saint. — See  Loch  Stormont. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  OPEN  FISHINGS  OF  SCOTLAND. 

[These  waters  are  either  free  to  the  public,  or  can  be  fished 
by  residing  at  hotels,  or  taking  tickets  from  looal 
angling  associations,  &c] 

Sutherlandshire  (continued). 

Golspie  is  a  station  on  the  Highland  Railway,, 
and  a  nice  little  village  on  the  east  coast  of 
Sutherland,  chiefly  noticeable  from  the  fact  that 
Dunrobin  Castle,  the  principal  seat  of  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland,  is  close  by.  The  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel  affords  accommodation,  and  visitors  can 
fish  Loch  Brora. 

Inchnadamph  is  about  thirty-three  miles  from 
Lairg  Station  of  the  Highland  Railway,  and  a  coach 
goes  evei-y  day  from  Lairg  to  Loch  Inver,  changing 
horses  at  Inchnadamph.  The  scenery  about  is 
lovely,  with  Loch  Assynt  in  the  foreground,  and 
high  mountains  all  round.  Visitors,  who  are  very 
numerous  here  in  the  season,  can  fish  Loch 
Assynt,  Loch  Awe,  Loch  Ledvuan,  Loch  Lette- 
ressie,  Loch  Mulach-Corrie,  the  Loanan,  and  the 
Traligill.  The  hotel  keeper  can  also  give  leave 
for  salmon  fishing  in  the  Inver  river.  The 
Inchnadamph  Hotel  affords  accommodation. 
(To  be  continued.) 


A     CAPITAL     FISHING  TACKLE 
BUSINESS  FOR  SALE. 


We  regret  to  state  that,  as  will  be  seen  from  an 
advertisement  in  our  columns,  the  business  (and  a 
capital  sound  business  it  is)  of  Mr.  Wm.  Brown, 
64,  George-street,  Aberdeen,  is  for  sale  in  con- 
sequence of  the  failing  health  of  the  proprietor, 
Mr.  A.  Bell,  who  has  been  ordered  south  by  his 
medical  adviser.  It  is  a  good  business,  and  will 
bear  most  thorough  investigation.  Of  that  we 
are  certain. 


A  REMEDY  FOR  SEA  SICKNESS. 


The  great  Nelson,  although  he  was  often  at  sea 
for  years  at  a  time,  often  suffered  from  sea  sick- 
ness. This  ought  to  be  a  grateful  and  comforting 
reflection  to  those  who  suffer  in  the  same  way. 
Will  anything  ever  be  invented  that  will  really  pre- 
vent sea  sickness  P  We  hope  not,  because  it  would 
remove  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
another  attempt  at  invasion  of  this  country. 
Fancy  half  a  million  Germans  trying  to  land  on 
our  shores  all  sea  sick  !  But  if  they  were  not  all 
well,  they  would  all  be  able  to  fight,  probably,  if 
they  had  taken  "  Ohlorobrom,"  Messrs.  Burgoyne 
and  Burbidge's  special  preparation  of  bromide  of 
potassium  with  chloralmid,  for  sea  sickness  and 
sleeplessness. 


We  have  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  advising 
all  who  suffer  from  sea  sickness  or  sleeplessness 
to  try  this  remedy.  We  do  not  say  it  will  cure 
them,  but  it  is  quite  certain  that  such  a  paper  as 
the  Lancet  would  not  publish  results  obtained  by 
the  use  of  this  cure  if  they  were  not  sure  of  their 
being  genuine.  For  instance,  we  find  from  the 
Lancet  of  April  24,  that  Dr.  M.  Charteris  (M.D.  of 
Edinboro'),  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  at  the  University  of  Glasgow,  has 
been  making  further  experiments  with  chlorobrom 
in  the  treatment  of  sea  sickness,  and  one  result 
was  that  six  ship  surgeons,  previously  prone  to 
sea  sickness,  had  gone  voyages  to  Calcutta  and 
back  without  the  least  inconvenience  by  following 
his  treatment. 

In  view  of  the  great  Naval  Review,  and  of  the 
fact  that  many  of  our  readers  will  be  going  to 
Norway  shortly,  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  mention 
this  new  remedy  in  this  way.  We  do  not 
guarantee  it,  not  having  tried  it,  but  we  have 
faith  in  the  written  evidence  we  have  seen  about  it. 


AN  OLD  NOTTINGHAM  ANGLER'S 
RETROSPECT. 

(Continued  from  page  417.) 

Now,  let  us  ramble  down  the  island,  until  we 
reach  a  spot  convenient  to  an  osier  bed.  Here 
we  encounter  an  old  gentleman  with  a  terribly 
greasy  coat,  an  unshaven  face,  a  shocking  bad 
hat,  and  a  pair  of  spectacles.  He  is  comfortably 
seated  on  one  mat-basket,  while  another,  of 
larger  proportions,  and  evidently  containing  a  jar 
of  beer,  is  close  by  his  side.  He  takes  off  his 
spectacles  as  we  approach,  and  says, 

"Afternoon !  " 

Let  us  courteously  wish  him  good  afternoon 
and  inquire  if  he  has  had  any  luck. 

"  Not  much,  too  bright,  an'  water  too  clear." 

Our  friend  has  been  nicknamed  "  the  Professor  " 
partly  on  account  of  his  appearance,  and  partly 
because  of  his  undeniable  skill  in  angling.  Watch 
him  as  he  takes  a  handful  of  lobworms  and 
another  of  brewers'  grains.  The  former  he 
proceeds  to  cut  into  pieces,  and  then  the  quivering 
bits,  and  the  brewers'  grains,  are  cast  into  the 
stream.  After  this  our  angler  takes  a  prodigious 
pinch  of  snuff,  and  once  more  puts  out  his  rod. 
Look  at  "  the  Professor's  '"  hands !  they  are  not 
what  you  might  merely  expect  from  his  dirty, 
greasy  habiliments,  they  surpass  anything  you 
could  possibly  imagine  in  the  form  of  how  dirty 
hands  could  become. 

But  what  a  master  of  the  art  the  "  Professor  " 
is  !  His  swim  is  cunningly  chosen  in  a  deep  stream 
flowing  steadily  to  a  sharp  current  by  yon 
projecting  bank.  This  he  has  well  ground  baited, 
and  every  now  and  then,  as  we  have  seen,  he 
throws  in  bits  of  worms,  or  he  chews  pith  from 
bullocks  and  throws  that  in,  like  the  gay  and 
festive  ghoul  that  he  is !  Yet  to-morrow  morning 
when  he  emerges  from  a  loft  where  the  "  Pro- 
fessor "  keeps  some  eight  or  ten  toy  "  tarriers " 
the  wife  of  his  bosom  will  kiss  him  without  the 
least  compunction. 

Watch  his  rod,  long,  stiff,  tapering ;  his  line 
short ;  his  dainty  quill  float  just  appearing  above 
the  surface  and  held  taut  by  the  short  line.  See 
how  he  follows  it  up  from  above  him  when  he  first 
casts  it  in  to  the  end  of  the  swim,  5yds.  below. 
Now  he  withdraws  it,  and  repeats  the  procedure. 
Suddenly  there  is  a  slight  quiver  of  the  quill ;  he 
strikes,  plays,  and  lands  a  good  roach.  At  the 
next  essay  the  quill  halts. 

"  A  perch,"  says  the  "  Professor." 

And  after  a  moment's  lull  up  comes  a.  perch  '. 
And  so  he  goes  qn ;  seldom  is  a  fish  missed.  "  Use 
doth  breed  a  habit  in  a  man."  The  "  Professor  " 
has  fished  here  (as  he  will  tell  you),  man  and  boy, 
for  fifty  years,  and  to-day,  even  under  adverse 
circumstances,  he  succeeds.  You  may  have 
followed  and  gaffed  the  lordly  salmon  in  some 
northern  river;  you  may  have  seduced  the  wily 
trout  to  your  wishes  and  your  basket;  but  you 
cannot  catch  perch  and  roach  like  this !  You  are 
not  a  Nottingham  angler,  least  of  all  are  you  "  the 
Professor"!  Under  every  shady  tree  on  this 
island,  and  by  every  favourite  swim,  Nottingham 
anglers  of  the  "  Professor  "  type  can  be  found. 

Now  we  will  move  to  a  spot  some  two  miles 
down  the  river,  and  here  we  are  at  Fisherton,  a 
fashionable  resort  of  anglers.  Fisherton  boasts 
several  large  warehouses,  which  fringe  the  banks 
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of  the  liver,  and  these  have  stone  quays  in  front. 
At  intervals  these  stone  quays  are  dotted  by 
anglers  sitting  with  then-  legs  dangling  over  the 
stream,  and  all  of  these  piscators  are  meditatively 
reading.  Under  circumstances  so  favourable  to 
the  worship  of  the  sublime  weed,  these  fishermen 
consume  an  enormous  quantity.  They  have  sat 
on  thus,  fishing  and  smoking,  since  the  first  train 
this  morning,  and  they  will  sit  patiently  there  till 
the  first  train-  to-morrow  morning,  the  monotony 
of  the  smoking  and  reading  being  only  occasionally 
interrupted  by  a  pull  at  the  wicker-case  by  their 
side.  The  night  mists  will  have  chilled  them  to  the 
bone;  but,  having  captured  three  or  four  barbel, 
they  will  return  in  triumph  to  their  stocking 
frames,  or  lace  making.  Tou  and  I  would  not 
greatly  relish  such  "angling."  We  should  not 
care  for  a  summer  couch  on  these  hard  stony 
quays.  But,  then,  the  grayling  streams,  the  trout 
rivers,  and  even  the  salmon  pools,  are  available  to 
us,  and  this  makes  a  difference.  The  barbel, 
when  caught,  you  will  notice,  is  by  no  means  a 
handsome  fish;  neither,  I  may  tell  you,  is  he  a 
toothsome  one  to  eat.  I  notice  that  a  gentleman 
wrote  to  the  Times  recently,  and  explained  the 
correct  mode  of  cooking  a  cormorant.  He  might 
relish  fried  barbel ! 

Much  skill,  however,  is  required  in  taking 
barbel,  and  it  is  this  fact  that  keeps  these  men 
out  of  their  beds  this  July  night.  The  capture  of 
big  barbel  has  occupied  the  minds  and  time  of 
many  great  men,  foremost  among  whom  may  be 
mentioned  Archbishop  Sheldon. 

Let  us  approach  this  Nottingham  barbel  fisher 
and  watch  his  procedure. 

"  Good  evening.    Done  much  yet  ?  " 

"  No,  they  don't  run  much  this  afternoon." 

Notice  that  he  winds  up  a  long  line  weighted 
with  a  heavy  bullet,  affixes  another  big  lob  worm 
to  the  hook,  and  heaves  the  tackle  back  into  the 
stream,  where  he  keeps  feeling  it  by  a  gentle 
motion  of  the  wrist. 

At  last  a  tug  at  the  line  occurs,  and  he 
rapidly  puts  down  his  pipe  and  addresses  him- 
self to  the  capture  of  the  fish.  The  barbel 
bores  round  about  him  and  then  plunges  sullenly 
outward.  To  both  of  these  manoeuvres  the 
angler  is  wide  awake,  and  gives  his  quarry 
plenty  of  line.  At  length  the  fish  sails  down 
stream,  the  angler  walking  parallel  with  it. 
Presently  piscator  draws  his  quarry  closer  to  the 
quay,  where  a  convenient  grassy  bank  below  is 
exposed.  Leaping  down,  and  flinging  aside  the 
rod,  he  secures  the  fish  with  his  hands  and  throws 
it  high  up  on  the  quayside.  It  is  a  very  decent 
fish  of  about  51b.  weight,  and  if  it  has  not  been 
so  active  in  the  water  as  a  trout,  at  least  it  must 
be  acknowledged  that  it  has  fought  well  and 
offered  a  stubborn  resistance. 

Much  delighted,  the  angler  i-esumes  his  place 
on  the  quay,  and,  buttoning  up  his  coat,  he  glances 
up  stream  at  the  sunset  with  the  unmistakable  air 
of  a  man  who  does  not  mean  to  stir  from  his  post 
till  dawn.  Notice  before  we  go  what  a  store  of 
greaves,  lobworms,  and  brewers'  grains  he  has 
by  him.  Ask  him  to  have  a  cigar  to  solace  him 
through  the  long  dull  hours,  and  he  will  cordially 
wish  you  "  Good-night,  and  good  luck  when  you 
try  your  hand  at  barbel."  As  for  you  and  I,  we 
admire  the  loch  more  than  the  quay,  and  the  trout 
stream  more  than  either.  Still,  we  can  sympathise 
with  every  kind  of  fishing  and  fisher,  and  after 
all  there  are  many  worse  modes  of  fishing  than  a 
day  on  the  Trent  with  plenty  of  lobworms. 

Lace  Town. 


JUBILEE  TOFFY. 


Messrs.  Slade  and  Co.,  of  the  Royal  Toffy 
Works,  Leeds,  have  sent  us  some  tins  of  the  most 
delicious  toffy  we  have  ever  tasted.  This  was  our 
own  private  opinion,  but  we  thought  it  would  be 
well  to  get  it  endorsed  by  unquestionable  authori- 
ties. So  we  took  a  tin  or  two  home,  and  left 
them  to  be  discovered.  This  took  place  (i.e.,  the 
discovery)  in  about  fifty  seconds,  and  the  verdict 
followed  immediately,  varied  according  to  the  age 
and  sex  of  the  jury :  "  Delicious,"  "  scrumptious," 
"  lovely,"  "  spiflicating,"  and  "  jolly."  "  Best  the 
guvnor  ever  bought,"  was  the  Dulwich  College 
man's  opinion,  endorsed  by  all.  The  toffy  is  sold  in 
lib.  tins.  There  is  "  Home  Made  Toffy,"  "Almond 
Toffy,"  and,  perhaps  best  of  all,  Slade's  "Exquisite 
Cream  Toffy,"  This  is  made  of  cream,  honey,  butter, 


and  pure  cuue  sugar — not  the  wretched  German 
beetroot  stuff  which  is  ruining  our  cane  sugar 
trade.  We  ai-e  quite  sure  everyone  who  likes  to 
please  the  youngsters — from  two  to  a  hundred 
years  of  age — will  find  no  better  or  cheaper  way 
than  by  tins  of  this  translucent  toffy.  A  little 
worked  up  with  arrowroot-biscuit  paste  is  almost 
too  good  to  mention  as  a  roach  bait,  or  for  pond 
fish,  such  as  carp,  bream,  and  tench. 


"  DRY  FLY  ENTOMOLOGY." 


In  noticing  this  book  in  the  Fishing  Gazette  of 
June  5,  I  said :  "  A  good  many  anglers  are  not 
aware  that  the  May  Fly  moults  in  the  air,  but  it 
does."  As  this  may  give  the  impression  that  I 
meant  while  flying  in  the  air,  I  Should  have  said 
then,  as  I  did  later  in  the  same  notice :  "  This 
final  change  takes  place  when  the  insect  has 
settled  down  in  some  sheltered  place,"  where  it  can 
hold  on  while  changing. 

I  congratulate  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club  on  having 
secured  a  copy  of  the  five  guinea  edition,  as  the 
second  volume  contains  the  actual  flies  made  by 
George  Holland,  of  Winchester,  to  illustrate  the 
dressings  of  the  100  best  dry  flies.  I  also  con- 
gratulate Mr.  Holland  on  the  first  rate  manner  in 
which,  as  far  as  I  have  seen  samples,  he  has 
carried  out  this  order  for  10,000  flies. 

By  a  printer's  error,  Dr.  Wiblin's  name  was 
given  as  Dr.  Diblin  last  week.    R.  B.  Maeston. 


THE  RIVER  CAMEL. 


Hearing  that  the  County  Council  of  Cornwall 
were  going  to  provide  funds  to  enable  the  con- 
servancy of  this  river  to  employ  a  sufficient  staff 
of  watchers  for  the  protection  of  the  migratory 
fish  and  trout,  I  thought  I  would  take  advantage 
of  the  vice-chairman's  kind  invitation  and  go  and 
see  for  myself  what  class  of  fishing  was  to  be 
obtained  in  the  Camel  and  its  tributaries.  I 
knew  that  I  should  be  too  early  for  the  run  of 
migratory  fish,  but  as  there  is  plenty  of  moorland 
fishing  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  considered  I  could 
not  have  a  better  month  for  sampling  the  fish 
than  May.  Knowing  the  county  pretty  well,  to 
see  the  lower  reaches  I  made  my  way  to  Bodmin, 
and  on  arriving  was  met  by  the  vice-chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Conservators,  Mr.  Bernard 
Edyvean  (to  whose  energy  this  river  entirely 
owes  its  resuscitation),  who  introduced  me  to  the 
very  able  clerk  of  their  board  (Mr.  Jago),  with 
whom  I  had  a  long  conversation  as  to  the  probable 
results  of  the  generosity  of  the  County  Coxincil. 
Now,  as  both  salmon  and  trout  fishing  in  this 
county,  in  price,  are  becoming  a  long  way  above 
par,  I  think  it  may  be  valuable  information 
to  many  fishermen  if  I  give  a  short  sketch  of  the 
river,  and  say  where  one  can  be  put  up  at  a 
reasonable  charge.  The  lower  section  of  the 
river  can  be  reached  by  the  Great  Western 
Railway  at  Bodmin,  and  the  centre  and  higher 
reaches  by  the  South- Western,  which  within  the 
last  few  years  has  opened  up  the  whole  of  this 
lovely  stream  from  Davidstown  to  Wadebridge, 
and,  though  I  have  not  the  advertisement  to  hand, 
I  believe  I  am  right  in  saying  that  excursion 
tickets  are  issued  from  London  for  a  fortnight  at 
about  £1.  And  as  the  conservancy  licences  are 
only  12s.  for  salmon,  which  includes  trout,  and  4s. 
for  that  fish  alone,  together  with,  at  present,  only 
2s.  6d.,  association  ticket,  which  is  in  working 
order  on  the  lower  part  below  Dunmeer  weir,  it 
will  be  in  the  power  of  most  anglers  to  take  a 
trip  to  what  I  can  say,  without  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, is  some  of  the  most  beautiful  scenery,  and 
some  of  the  best  fishing  in  the  southern  counties. 
The  morning  after  my  arrival,  as  I  have  before 
said,  salmon  and  peal  not  having  commenced  to 
run,  though  two  of  the  former  had  been  caught 
in  an  adjoining  river  (May  15),  the  vice-chairman 
kindly  volunteered  to  take  me  over  the  lower 
reaches  and  show  me  the  best  pools  and  runs  for 
salmon,  and  point  out  several  good  trout-holding 
spots.  We  left  Bodmin  about  10  a.m.,  and  made 
our  way  to  Boscarne  Bridge,  then  turned  into  the 
fields  below  it,  and  he  told  me  of  three  famous 
pools,  namely,  Oarchard  Hole,  Carrion  Pool,  and 
Oak  Tree  Pool.  These,  he  said,  always  held  fish, 
but  further  down,  owing  to  the  pollution  caused 
by  a  mine  above  Manscallon  village,  it  was  of 
little  use  trying  for  them.    Then  we  returned  to 


the  bridge,  and  passed  up  by  Rocky  Pit,  Crebus, 
and  Granymays  pools,  and  came  to  Dunmeer 
Bridge.  On  the  left  hand  side  of  the  river,  looking 
down  stream,  the  sewage  of  Bodmin  town  enters 
the  river,  and  in  its  vicinity  trout  are  to  be  found 
in  great  numbers.  Some  few  years  back,  Capt.  S. 
caught  six  dozen  without  leaving  the  pool,  and  on 
the  morning  of  my  visit  Mr.  L.  had  some  nine  or 
ten  trout  averaging  6oz.,  caught  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood.  After  congratulating  him,  and 
wishing  him  furthe'r  sport,  we  passed  the  bridge, 
and  my  companion  pointed  out  the  grating  on 
the  higher  side  of  the  bridge  which  has  caused  them 
so  much  trouble.  It  is  placed  to  keep  the  running 
fish  from  ascending  a  mill  tail  a  couple  of  hundred 
yards  up,  which  is  a  regular  fair  and  square  trap, 
made  by  a  large  hole  immediately  below  the  wheel, 
and  when  it  is  not  working,  and  the  water  turned 
off,  holds  them  safe  and  sound  ;  and  as  this  machine 
is  under  cover  of  the  house,  it  is  impossible,  as 
the  Act  of  Parliament  at  present  stands,  to  get  a 
conviction  (when  found  make  a  note  if  you  would 
be  legislators).  Now  we  come  to  Dairy  Pool,  which 
the  vice-chairman  declares  to  be  the  best  place  on 
the  river  for  salmon.  From  here  were  taken  seven 
salmon  by  one  fisherman  in  a  day,  and  many  fish 
are  taken  in  this  pool,  and  up  to  Dunmeer  Weir, 
yearly.  That  structure  has  for  years  been  an 
impediment  to  the  migration  of  salmon,  except  in 
an  abnormal  flood ;  but  those  who  made  it  so  being 
very  properly  prosecuted,  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  lower  it  some  4ft.  or  more,  and  now,  in 
any  ordinary  spate,  it  can  easily  be  surmounted. 
Salmon  in  this  locality  do  not  seem  to  be  par- 
ticular as  to  what  you  use  for  bait,  or  how  you 
rig  it  up,  anent  which  the  vice-chairman  repeated 
to  me  the  facts  of  a  little  story  once  told  by  "  Noss 

Mayo  "  about  (no  I  don't,  Mr.  Editor,  I  don't 

forget  "  Ballyhooly ") ;  but,  nevertheless,  if 
prospecting  anglers  would  like  to  hear  it,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  my  "  comrade  in  arms  "  will  retell 
it. 

We  had  spent  more  time  on  our  ramble  than 
we  had  calculated  we  should,  and  as  I  was  bound 
for  the  higher  reaches  the  same  night,  we  got 
back  to  Bodmin,  and  after  heartily  thanking  this 
energetic  conservator  for  his  information,  made 
my  way  to  St.  Breward,  from  which  place  I  had 
been  advised  I  could  fish  all  the  middle  section 
of  the  river,  together  with  the  tributaries  De 
Lank  and  the  Jump  river. 

Arriving  at  the  Glen  View  Private  Hotel,  I 
found  a  good  dinner  waiting,  also  a  companion 
fisherman,  who  was  no  other  than  that  noted 
Oxford  bowler,  Jellico  by  name,  now  the  Reverend 
F.  G.  G.  Jellico,  and  not  many  courses  had  been 
removed  from  the  table  (I  forget  how  many,  but 
the  table  always  seemed  to  groan  with  the 
amount  of  food,  the  charge  for  which  was  quite 
out  of  proportion  to  the  quantity),  when  we 
found  we  were  well  met,  both  being  enthusiastic 
fishermen.  I  had  been  told  to  fish  the  main  stream 
first,  and  this  I  did  on  the  following  day,  being 
advised  by  a  local  conservator,  to  whom  I  had 
received  an  introduction,  to  use  a  small  Coch-y- 
bondhu,  a  Blue  Upright,  and  any  other  fly  I 
thought  would  be  acceptable  to  the  fish.  It  did 
not  take  me  long  to  decide,  as  I  saw  several 
natural  specimens  of  the  "  Pheasant  Tail "  March 
Brown  (but  I  must  break  off  to  thank  Val 
Conson  for  the  wrinkle  he  gave  me  about  the  sub- 
imago  colouring,  from  which  I  find  all  the  old 
fashioned  March  Browns  are  tied,  mine  being  the 
imitation  (?)  of  the  matured  insect),  so  I  put 
up  one,  and  fished  down  from  Wenford  Bridge  to 
Trenarlet,  then  turned  back  and  fished  some  three 
miles  upstream.  It  was  not  a  fisherman's  day  ; 
far  from  it,  the  wind  being  east,  and  very  bright, 
still,  my  basket  was  fairly  supplied,  and  better 
fighters  I  could  not  wish  for  than  the  Camel  trout. 
The  scenery  was  delicious,  and  I  saw  several  pools 
which  must  be  famous  holding  ground  for  salmon, 
and,  from  "  information  which  I  received,"  now 
that  the  conservators  are  in  a  position  to  keep 
their  eyes  on  the  fish,  this  part  of  the  river  will 
be  worth  a  visit  in  the  autumn.  But  did  I  give 
you  the  history  of  the  whole  of  the  good  fishing 
and  jolly  days  I  spent  in  this  neighbourhood,  the 
editor  would  perhaps  say,  "  Dry  up,  '  P.  T.'  Drj 
up  ;  cut  it  short,"  and  will  therefore  only  tell  you 
shortly  how  to  fish  the  De  Lank  from  Kay  Bridge, 
at  which  place  it  joins  the  main  river,  to  Delphi 
Bridge,  and  say  what  sort  of  sport  his  reverence 
and  myself  had  one  day  above  that,  on  what  is 
called  the  Bradyford  water. 
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P.  D.  MALLOCH, 

2X3.     HIGH:    STPF.FT      X>T7!X>rrrcr  7 


Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  First-class  Pishing  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle 
SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROD,  MALLOCH'S 

PATENT  CASTING  REEL 


TRADE  MARK  (Regd.). 


18ft.,  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving  top  rings,  double  brazed, 
waterproof  fitted,  rubber  button,  &c.  ;  the  very  best  rod  that  can 
be  produced,  67s.;  16ft.  rod,  same  as  above,  57s. 

SPECIAL  TROUT  ROD. 

lift,  suitable  for  loch  or  river  in  two  pieces,  made  from  selected 
Greenheart,  best  finish,  lockfast  joints,  waterproof  fitting 
cork  handle,  price  40s ;  same  rod,  in  three  pieces,  40s. ;  plainer 
famsli,  Ms  Keel  to  suit,  made  of  aluminium  allou,  with 
Patent  adjustable  brake,  price  20S. 


(NEW  PATTERN). 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTINS  REEL. 

Suitable  for  minnow,  prawn,  and  all  kinds  of  bait  fishing,  both  in  loch  and  river  An  von  e 
can  learn  to  cast  well  with  half  an  Ws  practice.  34Mn  ,  price  21s.  !  4in.  (the  most 
suitable  size  for  salmon),  price  28s-  NEW  PATTER  JT.  with  reversible  drum,  which 
takes  all  the  kinks  from  the  line,  price  34s.  Can  be  hid  in  aluminium  alloy,  wei-ht  of 
4m,  13oz.  ;  3iin,  price  29s.  6d. ;  4m,  price  38s. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  INVISIBLE  SPINNER  Natural  Bait,  u.  6a.  and  2a. 
MALLOCH'S  PATENT  SALMON  FLY  CASE. 

Amongst  the  advantages  of  this  new  case  over  the  old  parchment  books,  the  following  are 
a  few  : — The  flie3  do  not  get  crushed  and  spoiled  as  they  do  in"  a  book.  The  case  being 
almost  air-tigh1,  the  tinsel  remains  bright  a  much  longer  tim3.  The  colours  of  the  flies  do 
not  fade  so  soon.  All  the  flies  can  be  seen  in  a  few  seconds.  Every  fly  being  sesurely 
fixed,  they  cannot  get  lost  as  they  do  out  of  a  book,  each  fly  having  a  sprin/for  itself. 
Made  in  several  sizes,  to  hold  24  to  150  flies,  single  or  doable.  Price  from  6s.  to  183. 
Special  sizes  to  order.    Trout  size  to  hold  eyed  flies. 


LOCH  FLIES. 

Suitable  for  Sutherland. 


2s.  and  2s.  6d.  per  dozen. 


S¥£fS£'  SEE1!?!*  SE!A  ^0UT'.L10PH'  aBd  RIVER  PLIES  in  great  variety,  and  sent  out  at  a  moment's  notice. 

iii   i  FISHED  nearly  all  the  principal  rivers  and  knhs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may  rely  on  being  supplied  with  tackle  of  the  most 

suitable  kind. 

Largest  maker^  first  class  SALMON  and  TROUT  REELS  in  the  world.  Used  by  all  the  leading  anglers  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  HIGHEST  AWARDS  of  any  at  the  Great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  London  1883  GOLD  MEDAL 
for  general  collection  of  Rods  and  Tackle.  GOLD  MEDAL  and  First  Prize  for  Salmon  Flies  GOLD  MEDAL  for  Salmon 
^  GOLD 'MEDAL  for  Trout  Reels.  HIGHEST  AWARDS  National  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Norwich,  1882. 
HIGHEST  AWARDS  Edinburgh,  1883. 

Testimonials  from  all  j>arts  Of  the  world.    PriCZ  List  Free  tl  any  address.    Begisterei  Telegraphic  Address-  "MALLOW,  PERTH."  Telephone  No.  31 


Prom  S.  R.  ENGLISH, 
Postern  Chambers, 

NOTTINGHAM. 

1/6  &  2/6  Each.  Post  Free. 

Fireproof,  2d.  Extra. 
"it  recommends  itself." 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLO  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL 


Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 
LINDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

Boach    1b.  6d.)  PerlOOyardi. 

Barbel    2s.  Od.f  White 

Pike   3s.  0d.f  or 

Salmon   4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pure  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  linet 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Boach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
boBt  quality  at  loweBt  possible  prices. 

H.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKES 

1,  St.  Swithin's  Square.  Lincoln. 


WELL-KNOWN  FISHING  TACKLE  BUSINESS  FOR  SALE. 

The  old-established  and  widely-known  Manufacturing  Fishing 
Tackle  Business  of 

WILLIAM  BROWN 

(Inventor  of  the  "  Phantom  Minnow  ') 

64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN, 

Is  for  SALE,  owing  to  ill-health  of  the  proprietor. 

The  business  is  largely  a  manufacturing-  one  in  general  Fishing  Tackle,  and  is 
both  Wholesale  and  Retail;  and  the  firm  holds  a  first-class  reputation  for  its 
Specialities,  both  with  the  trade  and  with  a  large  clien  tele  of  anglers  all  over  the  world. 

For  a  moderate  amount  of  capital  this  offei-3  a  most  safe  and  remunerative 
investment.    The  business  is  in  good  condition,  and  entry  can  be  had  at  once. 

Apply  for  particulars  to  William  Brown,  61,  George-street,  Aberdeen  ;  or  to 
Messrs.  G.  and  J.  McBain,  C.A.,  124,  Union- street.  Aberdeen. 
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OF 


THE   FISHING  GAZETTE," 

Bound  in  Cloth,  may  be  obtained  from  the  Publishers,  price  6  6 
each ;  post  free,  7/3. 


THE  "SQUASHED  DEVON" 

MINNOW 

Spins  with  a  wobble,  Is  irresistib  13 
Prices  (heavy  cast),  Nos.  1  &  2,  2  3 

Nos.  3  &  4,  2/9 ;  free  by  post. 
Try  them  and  be  convinced. 

HEAEDER  AND  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 

195,  UNION  ST.,  PLYMOUTH. 

Established  1770. 


CLOTH     BINDING  CASES 

FOS  THE 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

OAN  BE  HAS  AT  TBI 

PiMUhina  Office,  Bream's  Buildinas.  K  C. 


137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Factory-l,  3,  3,.H<  WEIIKIIV  AVKNl   K.     Timber  Slovw  -MERLIN'S  PLACE. 

THE  IMPERIAL  GREENHEART,  OR  WHOLE  CANE  TROUT  RODS, 

Two  Tops,  Solid  Cork  Handles,  Splint-end  Ferrules,  fitted  with  our  new  Spiral  Lock  Joints,  Snake  .Rings,  splendidly 

finished,  perfect  action,  in  Division  Case,  complete  25  .. 

THE  NEW  FLOATING  DOUBLE  TAPER  FLY  LINE. 

Dressed  under  the  air  pump.     The  most  perfect  line  made.    30yds.,  *7/Q  ;    40yds.,  ©>. 

Sena  Post  Card  for  our  Catalogue,  it  will  save  you  25  to  50  per  cent. 
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Starting  from  Kay  Bridge,  which  is  four  miles 
from  Bodmin,  you  should  keep  on  the  left-hand 
side  looking  upstream,  all  through  the  beaxrtiful 
woods,  which  do  not  grow  too  thickly  to  prevent 
your  throwing  a  fly  until  you  reach  the  foot-bridge 
just  below  De  Lank  quarry,  from  which  place 
came  all  the  granite  now  constituting  the  Tower 
Bridge ;  then  leave  the  river  and  make  your  way 
up  through  the  workings,  and  after  reaching  the 
Turbin  pipe,  which  carries  the  water  to  work  the 
machinery,  keep  on  the  same  side  until  you  come 
to  a  small  coppice  on  the  further  side  of  the  river, 
then  cross  over,  and  you  will  have  some  beautiful 
open  fishing  right  up  to  Delphi  Bridge.  A  basket 
of  four  dozen  is  nothing  out  of  the  common  on 
this  stretch  of  water.  At  this  bridge  the  stream 
divides  itself  into  two  courses,  and  does  not  join 
again  until  it  reaches  Bradyford,  and  above  you 
will  find  six  or  seven  long,  deep,  still  pools,  out  of 
which,  with  the  wind  somewhere  near  the  south, 
many  heavy  fish  can  be  taken.  After  this  you 
will  find  some  rougher  water,  good  fishing  at  any 
time,  and  holding  a  large  number  of  trout,  and 
the  further  you  go  up  the  river  the  larger  and 
more  numerous  are  the  fish.  In  one  day  in  this 
last  May  the  vice-chairman  killed  six  dozen  and  a 
half,  and  the  'Varsity  bowler  and  myself,  together 
with  those  we  returned  to  the  water,  caught  some 
six  dozen  on  a  day  when  the  little  wind  there  was 
was  against  us  and  it  was  as  bright  as  bright 
could  be,  among  which  were  a  good  supply  of 
6-ouncers. 

It  is  a  good  day's  fishing  from  Bradyford  to 
the  source  of  the  De  Lank  under  Brown  Willy, 
Und  if  you  are  staying  in  St.  Breward  you  can 
hire  a  carriage  to  meet  you  at  Bedrawl  Bridge, 
which  will  drive  you  some  four  miles  for  half-a- 
orown,  and  is  a  great  relief  after  a  long  day  on 
the  moor. 

I  trust  this  little  sketch  will  be  serviceable  to 
brother  anglers,  and  they  may  be  sure  that,  water 
and  weather  permitting,  they  will  not  be  dis- 
appointed. The  best  local  flies  are  a  large  Coch- 
y-bondhu  and  March  Brown,  but  the  greater 
number  of  my  fish  were  killed  with  a 

Pheasant  Tail 


A  VISIT  TO  ST.  IVES,  HUNTS. 


During  the  close  season,  when .  the  law  wisely 
proclaims  that  for  three  long  months  the  "  coarse  " 
fisherman  may  not  pursue  his  sport,  it  does  not, 
of  necessity,  follow  that  the  time  must  be 
passed  in  idleness  ;  for  many  a  pleasant  hour  may 
be  spent  m  thoroughly  overhauling  his  tackle, 
and  getting  everything  ready  for  the  long  looked 
for  opening  day.  Then  again,  more  particularly 
if  sport  during  the  past  season  was  not  so  satis- 
factory as  he  could  have  wished,  a  visit  to  "  fresh 
fields  and  pastures  new  "  may  probably  put  him 
in  possession  of  much  valuable  information  as  to 
where  to  obtain  better  luck  in  the  future.  For  my 
own  part,  many  such  visits  have  I  enjoyed,  and 
many  a  "  tip  "  have  I  picked  up  that  has  well 
repaid  me  for  the  trouble  taken  in  visiting  fishing 
stations  when  the  trusty  rod  had  of  necessity  to 
be  left  at  home. 

The  last  of  ttiese  visits  was  to  the  important 
fishing  station-of  St.  Ives,  and  a  brief  account  of 
it  may  not  be  uninteresting. 

St.  Ives  is  a  market  town,  situate  about  fifty- 
nine  miles  from  London,  five  from  Huntingdon, 
and  can  be  reached  direct  either  by  Great  Eastern 
or  Midland  Railway. 

It  has  a  very  important  cattle  market  every 
Monday,  on  which  day  the  town  is  crowded  with 
visitors,  and  much  business  is  done.  'During  the 
remainder  of  the  week  it  is  very  quiet,  When  I 
reached  it  (on  a  Saturday  afternoon)  it  struck  me 
as  quaint  and  rather  out  of  the  ordinary  line  to 
see  little  or  no  business  going  on  on  what  we 
Londoners  style  the  market  night.  My  first 
business  was  to  look  up  Ned  Collinson,  the 
popular  and  hard  working  secretary  of  the 
St,  Ives  and  District  Angling  Association,  from 
whom  I  received  a  very  hearty  welcome,  and  after 
satisfying  the  wants  of  the  inner  man,  he  very 
kindly  conducted  me  round  the  pleasant  old  town, 
by  the  grand  old  parish  church,  the  Free  Church, 
the  quay,  and  on  to  the  splendid  old  stone  bridge, 
which  is  said  to  have  been  erected  by  the  Abbots 
of  Ramsey.  Near  the  centre,  over  one  of  the 
piers,  is  an  ancient  building,  the  lower  part  of 
which  was  formerly  a  chapel,  but  is  now  used  as  a 


dwelling-house.  The  glorious  views  from  the 
bridge  of  meadow  and  thicket,  with  the  sluggish 
Ouse  flowing  along  in  between,  is  a  sight  at  sunset 
well  worthy  a  sixty  miles'  ride  to  witness.  Here 
and  there  we  noticed  plenty  of  indications  of  the 
presence  of  fish,  and  many  of  them  of  goodly  size, 
too.  As  I  gazed  on  the  expanse  of  waters,  I  could 
not  help  thinking  how  fortunate  the  St.  Ivians 
were  to  have  such  a  splendid  river  flowing  by  their 
very  doors.  "Here,"  says  our  worthy  secretary,  "is 
the  spot  where  friend  Baldwin  (of  the  New  Albion 
Piscatonals)  secured  his  specimen  bream  of 
51b.  15oz.,"  the  place  indicated  being  a  projecting 
ledge  known  as  Lindsell's  Quay.  "There,"  said  he, 
"  is  the  Holt  Corner,  known  to  we  St.  Ivians  as 
'  George  James's  private  spot.'  "  Further  on  up- 
stream is  Portobello  and  the  famous  Brick  Hill 
Hole,  where  the  same  George  James  captured  last 
year  his  splendid  pike  of  19ilb.  The  buttresses 
of  the  bridge  itself,  he  informed  me,  afforded 
splendid  shelter  for,  and  were  much  frequented  by, 
good  chub  and  perch. 

Our  next  move  was  to  the  White  Horse  Hotel, 
the  clubhouse  and  headquarters  of  the  St.  Ives 
Angling  Association,  where  I  was  introduced  to 
the  worthy  host  and  hostess,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A. 
Clifton.  The  club-room,  I  was  pleased  to  notice, 
gave  evidence  of  the  interest  taken  by  the 
members  in  their  growing  and  robust  society. 
Specimen  fish  and  pictures  given  by  celebrated 
artist  members  adorn  its  walls,  whilst  in  the 
centre  I  observed  a  group  of  photos  of  the  past 
and  present  presidents,  and.  also  that  of  the 
secretary,  friend  Collinson. 

And  here,  perhaps,  it  would  not  be  out  of  place 
were  I  to  say  a  few  words  about  this  important 
society,  which,  I  am  pleased  to  hear,  has  increased 
in  membership  by  leaps  and  bounds.  Not  only 
all  the  gentry  in  the  neighbourhood  interest 
themselves  in  it,  and  subscribe  liberally  to  its 
funds  for  preservation  of  the  waters,  and  also  give 
many  prizes,  the  Hon.  Alwyn  Fellowes,  M.P., 
giving  a  silver  challenge  cup  for  competition,  but 
many  London  and  other  anglers  from  a  distance 
are  constant  visitors  to  its  waters,  and  subscribers 
to  its  funds,  thereby  increasing  its  revenue,  and 
improving  the  trade  of  the  town. 

With  regard  to  the  sport  obtained  by  the  mem- 
bers during  the  past  season,  I  cannot  do  better 
than  cull  a  few  words  from  the  secretary's  report ; 

Pike. — Only  about  half  the  weight  taken  the 
previous  season  were  weighed-in.  Nine  specimen 
fish  were,  however,  weighed-in.  The  largest, 
taken  by  Mr.  Noble,  scaled  111b. 

Roach. — Very  little  difference  in  numbers  and 
weights  from  the  last  season.  Several  fish,  how- 
ever, exceeding  lib.  3oz.,  were  caught,  the  largest 
a  grand  fellow  scaling  lib.  13£oz.,  taken  by  Mr. 
W.  J.  Best. 

Chub. — Twenty-seven  good  fish  were  weighed- 
in.  The  largest,  by  Mr.  G.  H.  Holloway,  scaled 
41b.  6oz. 

Dace. — Largest  scaled  7oz.,  caught  by  Mr.  H.- 
Brown ;  Mr.  W.  W.  Warner,  second,  with  a  6}oz. 
fish. 

Bream. — Not  above  as  many  hundi*edweight 
landed  as  tons  were  caught  the  previous  year,  but 
the  specimens  secured  were  of  a  better  standard. 
Largest  was  caught  by  a  junior  member,  Master 
G.  Best,  and  scaled  41b.  lfoz. 

Sundries  Class. — Mr.  T.  Doo,  first,  with  a  nice 
tench  of  31b. 

Ladies'  Prizes. — Better  interest  taken  by  the 
gentler  sex  than  the  year  previous  ;  three  prizes 
secured  as  against  one  the  year  before,  all  three 
going  to  London  lady  members. 

Tournaments. — Several  tournaments,  were  held, 
all  of  which  were  a  great  success. 

Generally. — The  Fellowes'  cup  competition  was 
won  by  Mr.  M.  O.  Noble  with  eleven  points  ;  an 
etching,  value  £'3  3s.,  given  by  W.  D.  Sadler,  Esq., 
was  secured  by  Mr.  W.  J.  Best  with  eight  points ; 
a  picture,  given  by  H.  J.  Hankin,  Esq.,  value 
£1  10s.,  being  won  by  Mr.  H.  Brown  with  six 
points 

Annual  Dinner. — The  annual  dinner  is  always  a 
great  success,  and  is  well  attended  by  the  local 
aristocracy,  and  generally  by  several  well  known 
London  anglers. 

I  have,  in  giving  an  account  of  this  association's 
doings,  perhaps  taken  up  more  space  than  appears 
warrantable,  but  it  is  my  desire  that  it  should  be 
better  known  even  than  it  is  now,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  anyone  in  quest  of  really 
good  coarse  fishing  could  not  do  better  than  put 


themselves  in  communication  with  Mr.  E.  Collin- 
son, of  St.  Ives,  and  if  sport  is  to  be  obtained, 
they  will,  I  am  sure,  be  put  on  the  right  track  to 
meet  with  it. 

The  river,  as  I  have  said  before,  is  full  of  fish, 
and  the  above  list  will  prove  that  specimens  are 
by  no  means  uncommon.  The  river  flows  through 
the  centre  of  the  town,  so  that  a  long  trudge  to 
reach  it  is  not  necessary.  The  members  of  the 
association  are  a  jolly  lot  of  fellows,  and  welcome 
a  stranger  angler  amongst  them  in  a  most  cordial 
manner.  They  all  appear  ready  and  anxious  to 
give  every  information  in  their  power  concerning 
their  waters,  which  extend  from  Houghton  Mills 
to  Brown's  Hill  Staunch,  a  stretch  of  many  miles. 
The  subscription  to  the  association  is  merely 
nominal,  I  believe,  half-a-crown,  although,  of 
course,  any  angler  subscribing  more  will  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  money  is  being 
well  spent  in  a  good  cause. 

I  could  linger  longer  over  this  old  town  and  its 
fishing,  which  caught  my  fancy  directly  I  entered 
it,  and  shall  long  cherish  pleasant  recollections  of 
the  evening  I  spent  with  the  genial  secretary,  Ned 
Collinson,  and  other  members  of  the  St.  Ives 
Association,  in  that  snug  little  hostelry,  the  White 
Horse.  All  too  soon  that  Saturday  evening 
passed,  and  many  pledges  were  made  that  I  would 
soon  again  re-visit  the  town,  to  be  accompanied 
on  the  next  occasion  by  my  trusty  old  roach  rod. 

After  a  good  night's  rest,  and  a  breakfast 
worthy  of  a  king,  served  up  by  host  Clifton 
in  goodly  style,  I  had  the  pleasure  to  enjoy  in 
the  company  of  Mr.  Collinson  a  morning  stroll  by 
the  river,  and  amongst  other  places  worthy  of 
note  visited  the  "  Staunch,"  where  there  are  some 
grand  specimens  of  the  carp  to  be  found,  several 
of  which  have  fallen  to  the  rod  of  Mr.  Best  and 
other  members  of  the  association.  The  place  also 
contains  a  plentiful  supply  of  pike,  chub,  and 
perch,  and  a  fair  sprinkling  of  trout.  Further  on 
I  was  shown  the  spot  known  locally  as  the 
"  Friend,"  which  is  at  all  times  a  sure  find  for 
pike.  Many  other  famous  swims,  too  numerous 
to  mention,  were  pointed  out. 

It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  St.  Ives  is 
conveniently  situate  to  Holywell,  a  mile  or  so 
downstream,  whilst  a  little  further  downstream  is 
the  famous  bream  fishing  station  of  Bluntisham, 
where  many  hundredweights  of  bream  are  taken 
annually ;  and  a  short  distance  upstream  is 
Hemingford,  where  there  are  many  excellent 
bream  and  rudd  swims.  Yet  a  little  further  on 
in  the  same  direction  is  Houghton  Four  Gate  Pit, 
a  famous  place  for  bream  and  chub  fishing  in  the 
summer,  whilst  in  the  autumn  and  winter  a  better 
spot  for  pike  fishing  it  is  difficult  to  find  along 
the  whole  course  of  the  Ouse. 

And  now  my  brief  visit  to  St.  Ives  is  over,  but 
before  returning  to  town  I  resolve  to  spend  a  few 
hours  at  Huntingdon  with  my  old  friend,  Charley 
Bryant.  And  here  again  I  experience  kindness 
at  the  hands  of  Mr.  Collinson,  who  volunteers  to 
drive  me  there,  and'  a  more  pleasurable  drive  it 
has  seldom  been  my  lot  to  enjoy.  Oar  way  lay 
along  the  London  road  and  through  Heming- 
ford Grey,  a  pretty  sequestered  village  snugly 
nestling  on  the  banks  of  the  dear  old  Ouse ;  then 
through  Hemingford  Abbots,  where  I  had 
pointed  out  to  me  the  beautiful  spot  known  as 
Battcocks  Island — a  noted  picnic  and  fishing 
place,  made  famous  by  the  pictures  of  it  by 
Yeend-King.  Esq,  and  other  artists;  also  the- 
pikey  spot,  known  as  Watts  Flat,  where,  Mr. 
Collinson  informed  me,  many  a  good  pike  has  met. 
its  doom. 

On  past  the  beautiful  mansion — Hemingford 
House,  and  along  the  Cambridge  road,  then 
through  the  ancient  borough  town  of  (iodman- 
chester,  after  which  we  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
Huntingdon  racecourse,  and  then  over  the  Ouse 
once  more,  getting,  as  we  cross  the  bridge,  a 
splendid  view  of  the  river,  with  Hartford  church 
on  its  banks  in  the  distance,  close  to  where  may 
be  found  some  of  the  finest  rudd  in  England.  As 
we  drive  through  the  main  street  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Huntingdon,  we  pass  the  house  where 
Cowperat  one  time  resided,  and  a  little  further  on 
the  church  where  Oliver  Cromwell  was  baptised, 
and  along  to  Hinchinbrooke,  the  seat  of  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  (Lord-Lieutenant  of 
the  County  and  chairman  of  the  Ouse  and  Nene 
Fishery  Board),  where,  through  the  kindness  of 
Mr.  Myers,  the  head  gardener,  Mr,  Collinson 
obtained  permission  for  me  to  view  the  lovely 
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gardens  and  pleasure  grounds  of  that  historic 
mansion. 

I  could  say  much  more  about  this  very  enjoyable 
visit,  but  can  recommend  any  angler,  who  has  not 
yet  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Collinson,  to  give  the  waters  of 
his  association  a  trial  during  the  present  season, 
and  that  they  will  be  well  satisfied  with  the 
result  is  the  confident  opinion  of  Dragnet. 


FISHERY  LAWS. 


We  are  glad  to  state  that  Messrs.  Butterworths, 
the  Law  Publishers,  Fleet-street,  have  in  the 
press  a  work,  edited  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Willis-Bund, 
M.A.,  barrister,  and  chairman  of  the  Severn 
Fishery  Board,  which  will  combine  under  one 
cover:  (I)  "  Oke's  Fishery  Laws  ;  "  (2)  "  The  Law 
of  Salmon  Fisheries  in  England  and  Wales," 
by  the  editor;  (3)  "Patterson's  Fishery  Laws;" 
which  will  certainly  prove  a  handy  and  useful 
book,  especially  if  it  has,  as  we  hope  it  will  have, 
one  general  index. 


FISHING  &  YACHTING  EXHIBITION 

AT  THE 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 

When  our  notice  of  the  flies,  &c,  on  show  at 
the  above  exhibition  appeared  on  May  29,  we 
requested  the  owners  of  any  that  we  had  in- 
advertently overlooked  to  kindly  let  us  know. 
The  result  is  that,  in  answer  to  such  invited  com- 
munications, we  willingly  redeem  our  promise  in 
the  following  instances,  viz. : 

A  frame,  at  first  nameless,  but  now  bearing  the 
good  name  and  guarantee  of  quality  of  Messrs. 
Chevalier,  Bowness,  and  Co.  (temporarily  of  116, 
Chancery- lane),  contains  forty-eight  standard 
patterns  of  salmon  flies,  which  are  all  perfect 
specimens  of  the  fly  tyer's  art,  each  bearing  num- 
bers, to  which  a  key  will  be  found  on  the  name 
card  appended  to  the  frame. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Williams,  of  Lugg  Cottage,  Kings- 
land,  Herefordshire,  exhibits  a  frame  containing 
106  patterns  of  trout  and  grayling  flies,  as  used 
on  the  Severn,  Wye,  Usk,  and  their  tributaries, 
the  Lugg,  Teme,  Monnow,  &c.  They  are  all  well 
executed,  and  do  Mr.  W.  much  credit,  especially 
as  he  states  that  they  were  taken  directly  from 
his  ordinary  selling  stock. 

Mr.  W.  Brown,  64,  George-street,  Aberdeen,  is 
well  represented  by  a  good  collection  of  salmon 
flies,  local  patterns  of  three  principal  rivers  of  Great 
Britain— the  Dee,  Spey,  and  Usk,  thirty-three 
tor  use  on  the  Dee.    One  large  fly,  about  4in. 
long,  dressed  about  forty  years  ago  by  the  late 
Mr.  W.  Brown,  being  a  large  spring  size  of  Dee 
salmon  fly  usual  in  the  pre-drainage  of  land 
period,  when  rivei-3  remained  high  longer  than 
now.    This  is  a  great  contrast  to  some  smaller 
flies,  about  lin.  long,  of  the  patterns  used  in  the 
Cambus  O'May  fishery  in  the  early  part  of  May 
last  year,  several  fish  up  to  201b.  weight  having 
been  taken  with  them.    The  twelve  Spey  patterns 
are  a  class  entirely  to  themselves,  and  althou»fi 
doubtless  quite  effective  for  that  river,  have  by 
contrast  with  other  patterns  a  sombre  and  some- 
what shaggy  appearance ;  in  fact,  just  as  sturdy 
Highland  cattle  compare  with  those  of  southern 
England.    The  twenty-four  Usk  flies  are  all  of 
the  pattern  known  as  the  Grub,  and  it  is  pointed 
out  that  on  no  other  river  has  this  pattern  made 
so  much  headway— thanks  chiefly  to  Mr.  G.  M. 
Kelson's  advocacy  of  it.    In  the  same  frame  with 
these  flies  is  shown  a  remarkable  hank  of  <*ut 
with  this  note:  "This  hank  of  Indian  silkworm 
gut  was  sent  to  Speyside  from  Bombay  about  the 
year  1828  by  the  late  Lieut.- Col".  Robt.  Campbell, 
H.KI.C.S.,  and  is  about  the  first,  if  not  the  first, 
specimen  of  silkworm  gut  seen  in  the  north  of 
Scotland.    It  is  :j8.Un.  long,  and  the  individual 
strands  are  still  very  sound  and  strong." 

It  is  curious  that  the  great  possibilities  of 
developing  a  fishing-gut  industry  in  our  Indian 
Ji-mpire  should  remain  practically  unworked  from 
the  days  of  the  great  "John  Company"  until 
now.  * 

Mr.  11  Whitty,  of  15,  Basnett-street,  Liverpool, 
shows  a  frame  containing  an  excellent  and  com- 
prehensive collection  of  flies  from  Ronalds'  "  Fly 
h  isher  s  Entomology."  Selected  authentic  patterns 


for  rivers,  lakes,  &c,  in  England  and  Wales,  in- 
cluding those  peculiar  to  the  Wharfe,  Usk— copied 
from  original  patterns  by  W.  Acteson,  late  keeper 
at  Trostry  Weir— Derwent  and  Wye,  Derbyshire, 
Lake  Verniew,  Eden,  Dee,  North  Wales.  Four 
salmon  patterns  by  the  late  Peter  Hughes 
Llanrwst,  and  various  Scotch  and  Irish  salmon 
flies. 

However  the  collections  of  flies  at  this  exhibi- 
tion may  appeal  to  casual  visitors,  to  an  angler 
they  are  striking  examples  of  advance  in  a  refined 
industry  applied  to  the  furtherance  of  a  refined 
and  popular  sport. 

The  whole  of  the  above  noticed  frames  of  flies, 
as  well  as  those  previously  noticed,  will  now  be 
found  on  the  walls  on  either  side  of  the  Thames 
model,  and  all  the  cases  of  stuffed  fish  have  been 
placed  together  at  the  end  of  the  Canadian 
gallery  overlooking  the  exhibits  of  tackle.  This 
change  of  position  has  brought  into  more 
prominent  notice  Mr.  Wallis's  71b.  chub,  which 
certainly  loses  nothing  of  bulk  or  good  looks  on 
closer  acquaintance.  Greater  opportunities  are 
also  afforded  of  admiring  the  proportions  of  Mr. 
Howlett's  4£lb.  perch. 


ANGLING  EXCURSIONS  IN  FRANCE 
AND  BELGIUM  * 

(Continued  from  page  41S.J 
By  Palmer  Hackle,  Esq. 


Bergues. 

This  is  a  small  fortified  place,  but  of  the  first 
class,  situated  in  a  low  and  marshy  district,  the 
town  being  on  a  gentle  eminence,  slightly  elevated 
above  the  surrounding  level. 

Here  also,  under  the  ramparts,  the  fishing  is 
excellent  of  its  kind.  Roach,  perch,  &c,  are  to 
be  obtained  in  almost  any  quantity.  The  canal 
abounds  with  fish;  and  the  bleak  in  the  fosses 
are  perhaps  the  largest  in  the  world.  A  friend  of 
ours  caught  them  occasionally  as  big  as  herrings ; 
but  they  are  remarkably  shy  and  cautious,  utterly 
unlike  the  small  fry  of  their  species.  The  only 
way  in  which  he  was  able  to  get  them  was  by 
hiding  himself  behind  the  reeds  and  dibbling 
a  natural  horsefly  on  the  surface  of  the  water, 
employing  for  this  purpose  a  short  fine  gut  line, 
and  a  light  cane  rod,  at  least  22ft.  in  length. 

It  would  be  rash  to  say  that  these  enormous 
bleak  are  peculiar  to  the  waters  in  this  vicinity, 
but  certainly,  in  all  our  experience,  we  never  saw 
such  fish  in  any  other  place. 

Bergues  is  only  a  short  distance  from  Dunkirk, 
and  therefore  can  be  easily  visited  by  a  resident 
at  the  latter  town. 

The  beffroi  at  Bergues  is  a  curious  piece  of 
architecture,  and  is  of  Spanish  origin.  The  public 
library  is  but  small,  containing  only  5000  volumes. 
There  is,  however,  a  manuscript  psalter  of  the 
fifth  century,  beautifully  illuminated. 

The  museum  contains  some  very  valuable 
paintings  by  Rubens,  Vandyck,  Segers,  and 
others.  On  the  whole,  Bergues  is  worth  a  short 
visit  if  the  angler  should  happen  to  be  in  the 
vicinity. 

St.  Omer. 

This  town  has  long  been  a  favourite  place  of 
residence  for  English  families,  and  no  small 
number  of  distinguished  Englishmen  have,  at 
different  periods,  received  their  youthful  train- 
ing and  academical  instruction  in  this  clean, 
well-built,  and  very  agreeable  town.  Burke, 
Kemble,  O'Connell,  Moore,  all  eminent,  and 
perhaps  inimitable,  in  their  several  departments, 
spent  their  youthful  years  in  the  English  college 
within  the  walls  of  this  town  ;  and  St.  Omer 
still  deservedly  retains  its  old  estimation  as  a 
place  of  education.  Good  schools  and  first-rate 
masters  are  to  be  obtained  on  reasonable  terms, 
and  many  English  families,  wisely  disregarding 
the  expensive  frivolities  of  a  fashionable  London 
boarding  school,  make  St.  Omer  a  place  of 
temporary  residence  for  educational  purposes. 
In  a  northerly  and  north-easterly  direction  from 
this  place,  occupying  a  vast  tract  of  country, 
lie  the  extraordinary  marais,  which,  extending 
from  the  walls  of  the   town  to  Cassel  and 

#  These  extracts  are  from  n  scarce  book,  and  will  bo 
useful  to  anglers  visiting  the  places  mentioned.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  have  any  more  recent  information  from  thoeo 
who  can  supply  it. — El). 


Waatten,  present  to  the  eye  of  the  stranger 
many  novel  and  interesting  features.  These 
marais    consist,    for    the    most    part,    of  a 
vast  assemblage  of  small  islands,  surrounded 
by    deep    rivers   and    gullies,    and  indented 
in    all  directions   by   large  lakes  and  ponds. 
The  islands  themselves — almost  floating  islands — 
appear  to  be  crumbling  away  in  the  surrounding 
waters,  but  the  laborious  occupiers — exceeded  by 
none  in  the  world  in  habits  of  patience  and  per- 
severing industry— are    continually  preserving 
them  by  fresh  accumulations  of  loamy,  fertile 
soil,  which  they  drag  up  with  incredible  toil  from 
the  bottoms  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  which  environ 
them.    Sometimes  even  the  top  soil  of  one  island 
is  carried  away  in  boats  to  elevate  or  enrich  the 
crumbling  or  expanded  surface  of  another  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  marais.    These  islands  are 
cultivated  down  to  the  water's  edge,  and  as  spade 
husbandry  is    invariably   employed,  they  are 
rendered  fertile  and  prolific  in  the  extreme.  The 
produce  is  carried  off  to  the  market  at  St.  Omer 
in  flat-bottomed  boats,  admirably  adapted  to  these 
peculiar  waters  ;  and  it  is  curious  to  see  the 
enormous  quantities  of  cabbages,  potatoes,  cauli- 
flowers, and  other  similar  produce  which  crowd 
the  canal  in  the  fauxbourg,  called  the  Haut-Pont, 
every  Saturday  morning.    All  the  cultivation  is 
done  by  human  labour  ;  a  cow,  or  a  horse,  in  the 
m ((mis  being  almost  as  rare  a  sight  as  a  loose 
tiger  in  the  Strand.    The  waters  which  surround 
these  islands  are  literally  crammed  with  fish. 
Carp,  tench,  eels,  pike,  &c,   may  be  caught 
in  the  marais  in  prodigious  quantities?  But 
the  ponds  and   lakes  being  for  the  most  part 
private  property,  can  only  be  fished  by  special 
permission ;  yet  the  fishing  can  be  hired  by  the 
year  or  month  on  very  reasonable  terms.  The 
rivers  and  gullies  which  penetrate  the  marais  in 
all  directions,  and  which  feed  the  lakes  and  ponds, 
are  entirely  open  to  the  angler,  and  will  afford 
him  capital  sport;  but  as  the  marais  can  only 
be  penetrated  by  water,  and  it  is  forbidden  to 
tread  the  soil  until  the  cropping  is  off,  the  angler 
will  be  compelled  to  hire  a  boat  for  this  purpose. 
As  the  navigation  is  very  intricate,  he  will  require 
a  guide,  and  we  can  confidently  recommend  to  his 
notice  Monsieur  Flandrin,  who  resides  in  the 
Haut-Pont.    Flandrin  is  one  of  the  authorised 
"  Gardes-de-peche,"  is  perfectly  familiar  with  the 
localities,  and  knows  the  law  on  the  subject  of 
trespass  as  well  as  of  fishing.    He  has  a  com- 
modious and  safe  boat,  in  which  he  takes  fishing 
parties  into  the  marais  for  a  mere  trifle,  and  we 
have  uniformly  found  him  a  very  civil  and 
obliging  person.    He  is  a  bit  of  a  wag  withal. 
The  fosses  which  surround  St.  Omer  are  full  of 
fish,  and  in  them  the  angler  may  ply  his  art 
whenever  he  pleases ;  but  as  they  are  let  by  the 
Government,  pike  fishing  is  interdicted. 

The  canal,  which  passes  under  the  town  to 
Lille,  is  full  of  roach,  bleak,  and  dace,  and, 
indeed,  all  the  waters  about  this  town  will  afford 
abundance  of  sport  to  you  brethren  of  the  craft. 

In  St.  Omer  the  angler  may  provide  himself 
with  pure  horsehair  lines  of  a  first  rate  descrip- 
tion, both  as  respects  make  and  quality.  Monsieur 
Cuvillier,  27,  Rue  de  Dunkerque,  keeps  an  article 
of  this  kind  which  cannot  be  excelled. 

The  marais  afford  excellent  duck  shooting  in 
the  winter,  far  superior  to  that  which  Col.  Hawker 
witnessed  at  Peronne,  and  ponds  and  lakes  can  be 
hired  for  the  purpose  at  a  very  low  rate. 

(To  be  continued.) 


FOR  VISITORS  TO  NORWAY. 

We  have  received  from  Bennett's  Tourist 
Office,  Christiania,  "  Bennett's  Abridged  Time 
Tables "  for  J  une,  July,  and  August ;  also 
"  Bennett's  Book  of  Tours,"  a  series  of  skeleton 
tours  with  estimate  of  cost.  Both  will  be  found 
extremely  useful,  as  the  information  about 
steamers,  trains,  tours,  &c,  is  given  in  English. 
Price  (id.  each  apparently,  at  least  that  is  the 
price  on  the  "  Time  Table,"  and  the  other  is  about 
the  same  size. 


Tun  Arjglors'  Uenevolent  Society  competition,  promoted 
by  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge,  to  be  tished  in  the  Aran,  ttl 
Amberley,  on  June  20,  should  be  a  groat  BUOOMI,  Our 
correspondent  writos  that  the  water  is  in  first  olass  order, 
and  fish  very  plentiful.  The  special  train  leaves  London 
bridge  at  i>.f>r>  a.m, 
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REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  ftc. 


River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— Before  the  publica- 
tion of  the  present  number  of  the  Fishing  Gazette,  the  general  body 
of  anglers  will  once  more  b3  in  possession  of  the  river,  and,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  wi<h  some  satisfactory  results,  as,  from  the 
numerous  reports  I  have  received,  the  prospects  are  very  favour- 
able, and  everything  looks  well  for  a  good  s»ason.  In  my  remarks 
last  week,  in  reference  to  carp  flshiog  at  Teddington,  tha  fisher- 
man who  attended  the  anglers  was  the  late  William  Kemp,  a 
name  very  familiar  to  anglers  of  the  paBt.  Major  Arthur  Terry 
kindly  informs  me  that  in  fly  flshiog  for  bleak  to  use  as  bait,  he 
has  this  last  week  taken  a  trout  of  lib.,  and  another  of  21b.,  and 
as  no  other  trout  have  been  placed  in  the  river  since  February  in 
last  year,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  ones  recently  contributed 
to  the  river  by  Mr.  Burrows,  of  Weybridge,  it  is  quite  fair  to 
asBume  they  form  a  portion  of  the  Itehen  trout,  as  previously 
stated.  I  hear  some  of  the  fishermen  have  been  busy 
baiting  some  of  the  best  barbel  swims  for  their  clients, 
and  I  think  I  can  fairly  state  in  the  portion  of  the  river  watched 
over  by  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation  Society,  there  is  not  one 
fisherman  who  would  do  it  for  his  own  personal  use,  but  for 
the  entire  benefit  of  his  customers.  It  was  one  of  the  evils  of  the 
past,  and  both  the  late  Greville  Ffennell  and  myself  did  our 
best  in  the  press  to  expose  the  practice,  and  now  I  feal  confident 
we  are  quite  tree  from  any  offenders  in  that  direction,  if  they  can 
be  called  offenders.  It  is  a  practice  more  against  their  interest 
than  an  offence  under  the  bye-laws.  There  does  not  need  the 
use  of  any  rypeck  as  in  the  days  gon«  by ;  it  is  now  regarded  as 
an  obstruction,  hot  there  are  plenty  of  means  that  can  be  used  to 
indicate  a  baited  swim  which  can  be  suggested  by  the  llsherman 
who  has  instructions  to  do  it.  Rom?  of  our  trout  anglers  do  very 
little,  if  an) thing,  amongst  the  trout  when  the  general  flshiog 
makes  a  start,  and  to  them  the  closing  of  the  present  week  will 
end  their  season  for  catching  trout,  ai  one  of  them  writes  to  me  : 
'■I  never  fish  for  trout  aftsr  June  15,"  and  I  hope  he  will  now  have 
a  good  time  of  it  amongst  the  barbel,  bream,  chub,  and  others  of 
the  coarsa  fish.— B. 

 .  (Datchet). — The  river  is  in  first  rate  order  for  all-round 

flshiog,  and  I  anticipate  some  sport  will  be  had.  I  shall  not  try 
the  barbel  myse'f  yet;  too  expensive  a  luxury.  I  have  not  been 
ab'.e  to  get  out  at  the  trout  lately.  1  went  out  with  a  gentleman 
visitiag  the  neighbourhood  on  Monday  evening,  and  had  a  couple 
of  ruus.  I  hope  to  have  a  little  more  time  on  hind  in  a  day  or 
two.— G.  Lcmsden. 

 (Hampton  Cou  t).— William  Milbourne  writes  :  "  There 

has  not  been  anything  done  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing  this  week. 
The  barbel  and  chub  are  showing  well  at  both  weirs  at  Hampton 
Court,  and  it  looks  well  for  a  good  season." — B. 

  (Kingston).— The  report  this  weak  does  not  contain 

any  results  in  trout  catching  between  Sunbury  and  Kingston. 
Major  Arthur  Terry,  as  I  previously  reported,  has  placed  a  nice 
quantity  of  small  perch,  through  J.  Smith.  The  water  is  in  good 
condition  — B. 

  (Pangbourne  and  District).— The  opening  day  of 

the  coarse  Ashing  season  was  not  a  good  one,  as  the  morning 
turned  out  very  boisterous,  the  wind  being  very  high ;  but  the 
water  was  all  that  could  be  desired  from  an  angler's  point.  The 
recent  rain  has  kept  the  river  in  nice  order,  and  fish  ought  to 
feed  mornings  and  evenings.  The  ftsh  have  got  over  their 
spawning,  and  have  been  cleaning  themselves  for  some  time 
past.  A  few  anglers  were  out  to-day,  but  the  wind  was  too 
high,  and  nothing  was  done  of  any  note.  I  hope  brother 
anglers  will  do  better  than  they  did  last  season,  and  have  good 
bags  of  fish.— O.  H.  S. 

  (Sheppeiton). — Major  Arthur  Ttrry  kindly  informs  me 

that  on  Thursday  in  last  wf  ek  he  succeeded  in  getting  a  nice  trout 
of  61b.,  and  also  the  small  ones  referred  to  in  my  "General 
Remarks.  "— B.  . 

  (Staines).— Charles  Hone  reports :  "  I  have  added  two 

more  trout  to  my  list— one  taken  by  Mr.  James,  at  Staines,  weigh- 
ing :ilb. ;  and  the  other,  with  Mr.  T.  W.  Gomm,  at  Bray  Weir, 
weighing  Gib.,  on  Saturday  last.  That  makes  him  twen  y-three 
this  season,  and  twenty-seven  to  my  credit,  the  two  largest  weigh- 
ing together  lSjlb.  I  have  been  and  given  the  barbel  a  nice 
Jubilee  supper  of  1000  lobs." — B. 

 (Windsor   District).  — Although  the  season  opened 

here  for  coarse  fishing  on  the  10th  inst.,  I  have  heard  of  nothing 
taken  worthy  of  mention;  in  tact,  very  few  anglers  are  to  be 
seen  out,  Windsor  people  being  too  much  occupied  with  the 
coming  festivities.  A  very  nasty  looking  water  is  running,  more 
like  the  Loddon  water  after  a  storm.  There  is  a  good  Bhaw  of 
chub,  dace,  and  roach,  and  I  have  noticed  the  barbel  priming  wel 
on  Be'veral  well  known  swims.  It  is  hoped  that  a  stop  will  be  put 
to  the  unsportsmanlike  system  of  gross  weight  fishing  for  thesa, 
by  which  hundredweights  have  been  taken  away,  to  be  eventually 
flung  on  somi  dungheap,  whs  reas  a  brace  of  good  fish  would  be 
admired  by  the  true  sportsman. — B.  R.  Bamiiridge. 

Ancholxne  District.— The  finest  basket  of  trout  of  which  I 
have  heard  this  week  was  taken  by  a  young  gentleman  on  Satur- 
day last,  and  consisted  of  fifteen  fish,  weighing  ">lb.  It  has  been, 
as  a  rule,  too  hot  for  trouting,  but  the  wind  has  got  into  the 
north  west  again,  and  made  it  colder.  Dun  flies  are  now  getting 
more  numerous.  The  Green  and  Grey  Drakes  are  also  on,  and 
are  readily  taken  by  the  fishes.  Coarse  flahing  begins  to-day 
with  a  high  wind,  raising  quite  a  swell  upoa  the  water.  At  the 
time  of  writing  this  report  results:  have  not  come  to  hand.— 
Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Avon  (South  Brent).— Some  splendid  fish  are  being 
captured  in  this  Btream,  especially  on  the  waters  above  Gara 
Bridge,  Mr.  B.  F.  T.  Hare,  of  Curtisknowle,  getting  a  fine  trout 
on  Friday,  weighing  2Jlb.  Among  some  nice  specimens  creelod 
by  Mr.  G.  H.  Dawson,  was  one  of  24oz. ;  whilst  a  visitor  at  Hazel 
wood  House  secured  a  choice  lot,  eight  scaling  31b. 
Devonian. 

Sure  (Norfolk.  Wroxham  District).— Angling  is  some- 
what quiet  round  Wroxham  just  now,  as  spawning  operations 
are  not  yet  over  amoDgst  the  roach  and  bream.  A  few  bags  of 
the  latter  have  been  made  in  the  broad  and  river,  but  not  of  much 
account  as  yet.  Anglers  are  not  recommended  to  fish  the  district 
as  yet.  About  the  beginning  of  July  the  fishing  will  be  far 
better,  and  fish  in  good  conditiou.  Weather  very  hot,  with  north- 
west and  westerly  breeze*.  River  in  fair  colour,  but  very  much 
needing  freshening  by  rain,  which  has  been  very  scanty  up  to  the 
present.  Yachting  traffic  at  present  quiet,  and  likely  to  be  so  thir 
year  until  August.  The  river,  however,  teems  with  fish  of  all  sizes, 
but  they  are  much  shyer  than  formeily  near  the  village.  Best 
fishing  commences  near  Salhouse,  below  the  broad. — 0.  H 
Taylor. 

Carey  (Ashwater). — A  fair  quantity  of  trout  have  been 
taken  in  the  evenings,  which  is  the  only  time  that  good  sport  can 
1)9  obtained.  The  streams  are  very  low,  but  one  rod  on  tbe 
ThrMlebrook,  on  Saturday,  creeled  thirty-five,  mostly  with  the 
Small  Black  with  silver  twist,  n  part  being  got  by  casting,  and 
some  by  dapping  with  the  artificial  fly.   Tbe  drakos  have  been  on 


the  water,  and  the  silver  was  responsible  for  a  couple  of  fine  trout, 
of  Jib.  each.— Devonian. 
Coin  (Gloucestershire,  Pairford  District).— Mr.  F. 

Carbonell,  tbe  vicar  of  Fairford,  had  soma  splendid  sport  in 
Fairford  Park  on  Friday  week,  killing  five  brace  of  trout,  17£lb. 
Mr.  Albert  lies,  of  Lechladc,  has  also  been  fishing  these  waters 
with  success.  Lord  Andover  and  a  friend  have  been  fishing  the 
Bull  water,  and  also  the  well  stocked  Hath;rop  Castle  waters  of 
Sir  Thomas  Bazley.  Mr.  Arthur  Bjiry  has  also  been  out  on  this 
water,  with  good  sport.  Mr.  Hardmao,  Mr.  Oliver,  Mr.  Walker, 
Mr.  Fletcher,  and  Mr.  lies  have  also  been  out  — PAN. 

Cornish  Streams.— Several  heavy  peal  have  been  seen  and 
hooked,  but  there  have  been  very  few  pood  baskets  made. 
Despite  the  heavy  showers,  no  appreciab'e  effect  has  so  far  been 
visible  in  the  iiveis.  The  waters  are  low— not  very  low— and 
clear.  Good  baskets  of  trout  have  been  made,  the  best  probably 
in  the  Camel  and  its  tributaries.  The  Camel  is  a  more  open 
stream  than  the  Fowey.  In  the  latter  the  desirj  to  preserve 
everything  for  loca's  is  very  evident.  No  day  or  weekly  tickets 
are  issued,  and  under  the  cloak  of  presumed  disfavour  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  short  licences  the  conservators  are  delighted  to 
hide  themselves. — Bodmin 


twelve,  91b.  loz. ;  Mr.  Davie,,  seven,  51b.  So* .;.  arid  **.  U t**r» 
five,  31b.  2oz.  On  the  11th,  Mr.  Litster  killed  eight  IWJj 
(lib.  4oz.  ;  orly  one  rod  was  out.  On  the  12th,  «;re8/°d0V  six 
twenty  fish-Mr.  Browne,  nine,  (ilb.  lloz.  ;  Mr  Jones  six 
4lb.l3oz.;  Mr.  Litster,  five,  31b.  2oz.  Oi  the  14th  two  rods 
were  out  and  accounted  for  seventeen  fish-Rev  Scott  lacaer 
had  eight,  weighing  (ilb. ;  and  Mr.  Brown,  tine  bib.  8oz  un ine 
15th,  thirty-five  fish  were  taken  by  four  rods-Mr.  Bro m  took 
sixteen,  111b.  Goz.  :  Mr.  Jones,  tan,  61b  i)oz  ;  R-v  Scott  lueuer, 
six, 51b.  ;  and  Mr.  Litster,  three,  21b.  (ijz.—  LONU  DRU-T. 

£e  i.— Unlike  the  Thames  and  other  rivers,  the  Lea  does  not 
open  for  general  coarse  fish  until  July  1,  and  then  perch  and  pike 
must  not  be  taken  until  Aug.  1.  Anglers  who  were  contemplating 
going  after  the  above  fish,  or  roach,  bream.  &a  ,  will  Pe™*P° 
make  a  rote  of  this,  as  those  taking  fish  out  ot  season  in  tms 
river  are  liable  to  a  fine  of  40s.  Dace  fishing  opened  on  Wednes- 
day, and  anglers  out  found  the  water  low  and  bright,  tnougu 
running  fresh.  Plenty  of  dace  have  been  seen  on  the  move  at 
Broxboume,  St.  Margaret's,  Wara,  and  Hertford  and  at  various 
parts  large  shoals  of  roach  have  been  noticed  in  the  weeo.^. 


'  Cads  "  ought  to  account  for  some  good  dae  \ 
and  draw"  game  should  be  put  into  operation 


and  the 

This  way  of 
taken 


Darenth(Farniug-hamandEynsford).— Fishiog  is  now     fishing  often  proves  very  killing,  and  good  roach  are  ait .o  _ t» 
less  satisfactory,  as  the  trout  refuse  the  most  artfully  pr.  s  anted     by  it.    Grayling  can  now  be  basketed.  As  regards  tne  era,  ce,  a"-\ 
dry  fly,  and  then  lush  madly  at  the  same  thing  as  it  is  bairig     not  yet  heard  of  any  good  captures  b-mg  made,  but  no  eiouu 


dragged  out  of  tha  water.  Most  of  my  fish  have  taken  either  the 
sunk  May  Fly  or  the  Coachman.  Chances  will  now  ba  best  wi'h 
the  latter,  as  the  May  Fly  is  nearly  over.  There  is  still  plenty  of 
water,  but  the  fish  run  smaller. — J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  ani  District).— The  rain  of  last  week  did  a 
deal  of  good,  and  some  capital  catches  of  trout  were  made.  The 
fish  which  are  being  taken  just  now  are  of  fine  quality.  Mr. 
E  Ackrell  has  been  getting  some  nice  specimens.  Hebisketeda 
couple  of  dozen  on  Thursday  evening,  and  on  three  other  evenings 
his  takes  have  been  from  four  to  six  brace.  The  natural  black 
wood  Ay  and  the  "  up  and  down"  are  ii  favour,  and  have  killed 
many  fish.  Mr.  J.  Edmonds  creeled  thirteen  in  an  hour  with  the 
latter  bait,  and  although  things  are  somewhat  quiet  on  the 
Harbourne,  I  hear  that  the  last  name!  rod  took  sixty  after  a 
night's  flshiDg.  After  dark  the  big  black  flies  should  be  used,  and 
fl  es  advised  for  the  next  few  days  are  the  Silver  Horn  and  the 
Black  Palmer.  On  two  succeeding  evenings  Mr.  H.  T.  Distin 
took  five  and  ten  brace  respectively,  whilst  among  the  mmy 
good  catches  of  Mr.  E.  Distin  was  one  of  four  dozen.  Mr. 
Sloggett  has  averaged  from  Bixto  a  dozen,  and  the  several  visitor 
in  the  neighbourhood  have  been  doing  well.  Peal  are  just 
commencing  to  make  their  appearance,  tut  salmon  are  very  scarce. 
— Devonian. 

Devonshire  S  treams.— Trout  fishing  brightened  con 
Jderably  when  tbe  rivers  had  cleared  down  after  the  rain  of  last 
week,  and  evening  angling  has  been  productive  of  some  splendid 
baskets.  The  big  northern  streams  appear  to  be  very  quiet  just 
now.  although  there  has  been  good  sport  on  the  Yeo  and  Greedy 
with  the  artificials.  A  number  of  fl'ie  fish  have  been  creeled  from 
the  Avon,  the  largest  scaling  2£lb;  whilst  the  Dart  is  still  keepin; 
to  the  front  as  a  trouting  stream.  Excellent  sport  has  been 
obtained  on  the  Exe,  at  Thorverton,  many  big  perch  and  trout 
having  been  caught.  Further  south,  the  upper  Tamar  is  in  fine 
trim,  baskets  running  up  to  fifty,  principally  with  the  Black 
Palmer  and  Grey  Drake.  The  trout  taken  have  been  above  the 
average  size,  and  dapping  has  been  resorted  to  on  most  of  the 
rivers  with  much  success.  The  Alders,  Drakes,  and  Palmers  are 
still  in  favour,  whilst  the  Blue  and  Silver  and  the  Black  Fly  are 
also  good  killers.    Peal  are  now  running  on  the  well  known 

streams,  and  in  the  evenings  several  have  been  taken  from  the     Dm»,  w irn  hpen  una  .    m r.  ^  ««u.«  »       and  Mr.  H  W. 

southern  rivers,  useful  flies  being  the  Silver  Doc  or  and  Silver     ^th^l^^^i^t^e  a^  higher  up.  Tbe 

Grey.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  salmon  being  killed  this  weak   On     l™"^*^  8ha  bs3en  wonderfully  thici  on  the  water,  particularly 
Tuesday  more  rain  fell.    There  was  another  curious  incident  last  1  «rey  M£aKe  nasil3!n.  ^onueuuuy 
week,  as  in  addition  to  the  swift  taking  the  artificial  fly,  a  moorhen 
did  the  same,  but  was  quickly  released.— Devonian. 

Bast  and  West  Cleddau  (Pembrokeshire).— Some  good 
baskets  of  trout  have  been  taken  on  the  upper  waters  of  the 
Western  Cleddau  during  the  past  few  days,  but  near  Haverford- 
west the  fishing  has  been  very  poor,  only  a  few  small  trout  taken 


some  nice  fish  will  ba  landed  between  now  and  next  week, 
has  again  been  done  in  the  way  of  trout  fishing,  either  in  ------ 

or  the  Beane.  though  I  hear  a  .31b.  fish  was  landed  last  6  riday  at 
^arthagena  Weir.    Eels  have  also  been  "  off "  lately.— A.  K.  at. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (teominster).-Roth  these  streams 
have  now  gone  down  and  cleared  since  tha  rain  last  week,  ana 
they  are  now  running  in  capital  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  baen  flue,  and  the  trout  hive  baen  rising  freely  at  the  1M» 
a  good  number  of  anglers  have  b:oi  out  and  used  OH,  t fliioj w 
Dun,  Coachman,  Spinners,  Moths,  Coeh-y-Bandhu,  and  some 
very  nice  dishes  of  trout  have  been  taken.  Minnow  nsning  m 
now  goid,  and  flue  trout  have  been  caught.—  Gwvnne. 

Medway  (Maidstone).-Season  opened  favourably  here 
to-day  (Wednesday),  good  sport  being  obtained  in  tne  eai  o 
morning,  but  towards  mid-day  the  weather  became  extremely 
boisterous,  so  as  to  render  good  angling  out  of  "je  auestior. 
Several  anglers  were  in  their  usual  positions  at  Springfield  snortij 
after4a.m.  Amongst  others,  Messrs.  Sargeaunt.Ruck,  Chapman, 
Challis,  and  Jebb,  the  two  latter  having  secured  nica  specimens  oi 
tench,  also  several  roach,  bream,  and  parch,  all  Of  wnicii 
appeared  well  on  the  fead  up  to  7  a.m.  Generally  speaking  tne 
river  appaars  well  stocked  with  fish,  and,  shiull  no  pollution 
arise,  excellent  sport  miy  ha  anticipated  during  the  present 
season.— J.  G.  Jebb  ;        -     -  ,,•„„;„ 

North  Staffordshire  Kivers.-The  Grey  Drake  fishing  m 
the  evenings  is  finishing  up  one  of  tha  best  May  Fly  seasons  v.  e 
have  had  for  soui3  years.  On  all  our  streams,  with  parhaps  tne 
exception  of  the  Teaubrook,  first-class  sport  has  b?en  had.  in' 
TJttoxeter  Association's  water  on  the  Churnet  has  yie ldeci 
good  bags.  The  Leek  and  Moorland  0  ub's  length  or  tne 
same  stream  his  done  very  well,  iac'udin?  the  capture  ot  a 
fine  2i-pounder  by  Mr.  J.  Pickfor  J.  Mr.  A.  Morewood  killed  ten 
brace  of  excellent  fish  on  the  Manifold,  w  th  a  small  Drake  i 
dressed  for  him  with  Canadian  duck  wings  ;  an  d  Morewoon^ 


the" BlTtae,  at  Oresswell;  and  Dr.  Holt  took  ten  braca  from  the 
Dane,  with  Spent  Gnat.   Mr.  Channer  and  I  got  some  nice  Canto 


on  the  Blythe. — F.  W.  DALE. 

Ouse  (Denver)  —The  past  close  season  has  be'u  fairly  wen 
observed  hereibouts,  though  several  of  th"se  who  ignored  the 
period  hi.va  had  s^ma  very  deceit  sport,  Mr.  W.  Harvey  again 
the  front.     The  indications  for  tha  future  ara  decidedly 
favourable,  numberless  fish  baing  on  the  move,  but  tha  usual  draw  - 
I  back  at  th:s  time  of  year,  weeds,  is  again  presenting  itsen ,  mue  n 
on  fly,  several  of  which  showed  signs  of  the  net.-H  to  the  annoyance  of  tha  fishermen,  and  the  least  that  can  be  said 

Eden  (Carlisle).-Any  angling  that  has  been  done^of^ate  |  to  t^a^noyance  o.^  ^  nui8ance .  nevertheless,  I  hope  to  be 


has  scarcely  been  worth  reporting.  A  good  many  trout, 
splendid  condition,  have  been  killed  in  the  aggregate,  chiefly  with 
worm  in  the  daytime,  and  fly  and  bustard  after  p  in.  But  no 
heavy  baskets  have  been  recorded.  Possibly,  thosa  who  have  the 
bast  takes  are  the  least  inclined  to  speak  of  them.  An  odd  sea 
trout  has  been  here  and  there  got  with  the  trout  flies,  but  though 
there  has  been  a  good  show  of  these  gamesome  flsh  in  the  Solway, 
they  are  not  takiDg  the  river  at  all  freely.  Anglers  are  quite  con- 
fident that  the  exceedingly  filthy  state  of  the  river  below  tbe  sewage 
outlet  is  the  chief  cause.  It  is  simply  made  up  of  large  cesBpools, 
and  the  smell  is  carried  by  tha  wind  for  hundreds  of  yards.  The 
wiseacres  of  the  Carlisle  Corporation  may  try  to  put  off  the  evil 
day  wi.h  "screens"  and  other  devices,  but  tha  sewage  must  come 
out,  and  the  sooner  the  better  say  anglers.— Silver  Grey. 

Bsk  (Whitby).— During  the  early  days  of  the  week  this  river 
was  in  a  low  and  clear  condition,  and,  as  a  rule,  only  moderate 
sport  was  obtained.  At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  heavy 
showers  of  rain  are  falling,  which  will  in  all  probability  give  the 
river  a  substantial  rise  of  water.  The  catches  to  hand  are :  Mr. 
J  N.  Nicholson,  six  brace;  Mr.  W.  Rhodes,  Ave  brace;  Mr. 
Wm.  Haigs,  two  brace.  A  few  fresh  run  flsh  have  been  observed 
in  the  tideway.— J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— Following  the  smill  spate  of 
last  week,  some  very  fair  sport  was  met  with,  Mr.  (4.  G.  Snell 
securing  five  brace  on  tha  Brampford  water,  two  of  which  weighed 
lib.  2oz.  and  lib.  4oz  ;  Mr.  Taylor,  three  brace,  and  a  good 
take  of  eels  ;  and  Mr.  Theeuwissen  a  brace,  aud  several  fine  eels. 
The  river  is  now  in  good  order  for  the  fly,  the  Red  Spinner, 
Governor,  and  Coachman  making  tha  most  effective  ca>t  for 
evening  work.  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelly  has  opened  the  coarse  season 
with  a  catch  of  perch  of  exceptional  Bize  for  the  Exe,  twelve  flsh 
going  !).b.  I  hope  this  may  augur  a  good  perch  year.— Red 
Palmer.  ,  „  ; 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).— Ihe  rains  of  ten 
days  ago  freshened  up  the  Fen  drains  in  a  surprisiag  manner.  It 
has  also  been  found  that  the  weeds  have  grown  in  a  wonderful 
manner  of  la'e,  rendeiiog  the  sides  awkward  to  fl«h  and  also  to 
land  flsh.  This  will  be  found  to  be  the  chief  difficulty  by  anglers 
i  i  the  district,  the  season  for  which  commences  to-day 
(Wednesday).  The  fish  are  said  to  be  in  a  more  forward  state 
tin  n  at  one  time  expected.  Roach  and  chub  have  got  over  their 
Bpawning,  and  are  fairly  clean,  but  scarcely  as  eager  to  buo 
they  will  be  in  a  fortnight  to  curie.  There  are  several  specials 
the  district  for  the  week-end.—  Limpet. 

Idle  (North  Notts).— Trouting  has  been  pursued  with  a  bit 
more  success  in  the  meadows  below  RetfurJ.  Several  nice  tikes 
have  been  mentioned  from  Bolham.  The  other  day  a  couple  of 
poachers  were  among  Lord  I  lalway's  trout,  the  miscreants  trying 
their  hands  at  the  old-fashioned  game  of  tickling.  One  wailed 
upstream  and  threw  out  the  trout,  whilst  tbe  other  carefully 
bagged  them.  They  weie  fined  by  the  Retford  bench.  Coarse 
flHhing  begins  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  sport  will  be  got  from 
dace  at  least.  Roach  are  alBO  in  pretty  good  fettle,  but  weedB  are 
coming  up  very  thick.  Mai-y  will,  I  fancy,  prefer  the  Trent, 
which  is  now  in  good  trim,  and  some  good  reports  are  up  from 
Cottam,  Laneham,  Dunham,  ifcc. — L. 

Lake  Vyrnwy  (N.  Wales).— On  June  10  three  rods  were 
out,  and  accounted  for  twenty-four  fish— Mr.  Blackmorc  killed 


reat  nuisance ;  _. 
able  to  "find  the  neeessaVy  material  for  some  eaGOUfa^ng_reporis 
in  the  future.  Two  visitors  were  diwn  frorn  London  at  wnitsun. 
but  did  nothing  worihy  of  note.— Water  Wactail  _ 
Ouse  (Holywell  Perry). -To-day  (Wednesday)  lias  been 
most  boisterous  all  day,  bat,  as  anticipated,  chub  hive  di  en 
feediog  freely,  some  very  nica  flih  coming  to  bank  bare  in  ni-i 
class  condition,  some  scaling  2±'.b.  among  them.    A.  BOARD. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).-Season  opened  here  cold,  wet  ami 
windy,  consequently,  as  far  as  1  can  learn,  very  few  have  as  yet 
patronised  the  river  side.  The  water  is  an  excellent  colour  and  a 
nice  height.  Roach  are  feeding  fairly  well.  A  few  Ash  scaling 
close  on  lib.,  have  been  caugh\  but  the  majority  taken  have  been 
rather  small  and  fud  of  spawn. — B.  _  . 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynecn).— 
The  weather.here  during  the  past  week  has  been  close  and  su«rj, 
with  occasional  thunderstorms,  but  without  much  ra^r  conser 
qnently  the  rivers  continue  in  good  condition,  both  for  the  11 y  an 
also  for  bottom  Ashing,  and  some  very  nice  trout  have  been  taken 
in  the  Vyrnwy,  not  only  with  the  fly,  but  with  the  minnow  and 
worm,  and  the  same  in  the  S  ivern.  The  Tanat  has  been  of  a  pro, 
nounced  peaty  colour,  and,  excepting  in  the  early  morning  and 
evening,  sport  in  that  river  has  not  been  up  to  the  average;  but 
it  is  improving  day  by  day,  and  tha  water  gradually  getting  into 
better  condition.  Some  nice  trout  are  taken  in  the  C  am  audi  com 
the  Shropshire  Union  Canal  several  pike  have  been  aUen,  the 
largest  weighing  lO.JIb.  In  the  Vyrnwy  a  few  salmon  s  .11  appeal 

{uaniee«t^  SSSRS 
^SK&^e  goo  1  roach  were  taken  on 
the  opening  day,  several  being  taken  up  to  lib.  ^"  ^"^h 
The  water  is  rather  b.ight,  but  wb  te  paste  or  g^Us  should 
account  Tor  some  good  bagi  of  lish,  until  tha  hot  weather  sets  in  - 

W.  T.  BAINBRIDHE.  ,  ,„„„,:„„ 

Sussex  Streams  and  Bivers.-As  regards  troui  ng 
during  the  week  the  record  is  almost  nil  in  this  district  A  lay 
on  one  Of  the  western  streams  by  two  rids  resulted  in  o  ■ 
half  brace  of  flsh  just  over  lib.  From  the  east  Sussex 
few  small  flsh  have  been  taken  by  worming  but  tbe  watei  s  i  1 
much  clouded.  A  wander  by  the  Chichester  Canal  on  Ti iiesd,  y 
g.ve  promisa  of  the  morrow.  The  opmmg  day  was  stormy  in  tie 
early  morning,  many  anglers  fishing  the  daylight  in;  but  Ue 
after  portiongof  the  day  proved  bright.  At  the^  time .  of  wT.Urg 
I  hear  of  bream  up  to  fib  ,  and  a  few  good  roach  rhe.  hwbotr 
fishermen  are  still  having  good  sport  among  the  Bmelts,  WMCn 
 -1  "-  numerous. — CUDOEwH  *• 


this  season  have   been  exceptionally 
Salt  nit. 

Taw  and  Torridge  (North  Devon). 

the  North  American  breed,  the  gill  of  Mr.  Richmond, which  have 
just  been  placed  in  tho  stream?,  should  considerably  improve  tne 


-The  4(100  trout  of 


Ashing,  as  tho  trout  have  the  reputation  of  growing  to  Mg«M. 

however,  a  number  cf  the  same  Mesa, 
Bsful,  as  the 


Some  three  years  ago 


were  put  out,  but  the  experiment  did  not  prove  Me"""* 
Bah,  it  was  thought,  went  to  sea.    The  presen  lot  have  been  <m, 
tiibuted  as  follows:  loud  in  the  Teo;  1000  In  a 
William  Williams,  at  Heanton  Panobardon;  1000  to  BraTOn 
stream;  and  a  number  in  a  tributary  of  the  i  co,  at  Pitt  rami. 


It  '  hoped  that  the  present  experiment  will  prove  successful.— 

Devonian. 

flf  trout  of  the  North  American  breed  mean  S.fonttnaUi  then 
they  probably  will  go  to  sea,  any  way,  they  will  never  be  seen 
again.  Why  put  American  trout  in  when  English  would  be  far 
mora  likely  to  do  well.— Ed.  /'.  (?.] 

Teifl  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— We  have  had  some 
rain,  but  not  enough  to  raise  or  colour  the  water,  hence  trout 
fishing  is  almost  entirely  in  abeyance.  H. 

Teme  (Iiudlow).— The  Teme  in  this  district  is  now  running 
m  good  order  for  angling,  being  clear  and  a  nice  level.  The  late 
rain  caused  the  rivers  to  rise,  and  there  was  a  stain  on  them,  but 
tiat  cleared  quickly  and  the  fish  were  rising  better  for  it,  and 
taking -Orl.  Orange  Palmer,  Ooch-y-bondhu,  Yellow  Dun,  Coach- 
man, Moths,  and  Spinners.  Minnow  fishing  has  been  better  in 
the  evening,  and  large  sized  fish  have  been  taken.  Bottom  fishers 
have  tried  worms,  and  some  fine  trout  taken.  The  May  Flv  season 

T?2t    t0Ae  at  I!1  end-  J±  few  Grey Drakes  are  about,  but 

the  fish  will  not  take  them.  The  season,  although  short,  has  been 
a  good  one,  and  large  numbers  of  trout  have  been  landed  The 
Hawkestone  Otter  Hounds  have  been  out  two  days,  but  have  not 
killed,  although  they  have  found  both  days.  In  the  Oakly  Park 
water  the  fish  are  rising  well,  and  some  good  lots  of  trout  have 
been  taken.— S.  Ludlow. 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  running  clear 
wnafln«  °  T,.'  a?d. m  S?od  order  for  fishing.  The  weather  has 
been  fine  and  the  ate  rains  have  greatly  improved  the  prospects 
of  fishing  in  this  district.  The  trout  are  rising  well  at  the  fly  and 
a  fair  number  of  anglers  have  been  out  and  used  Orl,  Coch-y- 
bondhu  and  f  ellow  Dun,  and  some  very  nice  sized  trout  have 
l*en  taken  Minnow  fishing  should  be  good.  With  fine  weather 
sport  will  be  good  m  this  part.— Worcester  ' 
Upper  Coin  (Bibury,  East  Gloucestershire)  -The 
river  up  here  is  in  good  order  for  trouting,  the  water  being  of  a  nice 
tinge  and  the  trout  rise  well  m  the  evening.  Several  local  anglers 
have  been  out,  although  the  May  Flv  is  oVer.  Two  Cirencester 
gentlemen  had  sport  on  Saturday,  and  on  Monday  Mr.  Hardman 
and  Mr.  Oliver  were  out  on  the  Swan  waters,  with  sport  Some 
good  creels  have  been  made  in  the  district  on  the  Williamsteip 
Park,  Ablmgton  Court  and  Hatherop  waters.-SHERRY  Spinner 
upper  Tamar.—  There  has  been  some  good  fishing  since  the 
river  lined  down  from  the  rain  of  last  week.  One  rod  secured 
forty  after  a  day  s  fishing,  the  Black  Palmer  and  Grey  Drake 
being  taken  exclusively  at  various  times.  By  evening  fishing  with 
the  Coachman,  Mr.  Seott  took  seven  brace,  and  in  a  coupled 
hours  on  Friday  the  same  rod  and  another  had  a  basket  of  nearly 
fifty  On  Saturday,  Canon  Thynne  and  Lieut.  Thynne  killed 
three  dozen  Mr.  Stamton  took  a  dozen,  and  a  gentleman  with 
him  creeled  ten.  The  Alder  and  Fern  fly,  in  addition  to  those 
mentioned,  are  recommended. — Devonian. 

Upper  Thames  (Lechlade  District).— The  river  up  in 
this  district  is  m  capital  condition  for  angling.  On  Monday  the 
' .  inS,  '  ?  S'™, tr0Ut'  weiSQinS  51°-.  was  taken  by  Mr.  Cle  worth 
at  Badcot  Bridge  ;  and  on  Monday,  the  14th,  this  same  gentle- 
man grassed  a  fine  trout,  <>lb.  4oz.—E  uiblek  " 
f  hFt^f  drush;-Sc™e  good  sport  continues  to  be  had  in 
the  tail  of  the  Grey  Drake  Lord  Andover  and  others  have  been 
out  I  beard  o  one  splendid  take  in  the  height  of  the  fly,  thirty- 
three  and  a  half  brace  being  killed  in  three  days,  all  heavy  fish. 
Bast  flies  :  Alders,  Bed  Spinner,  and  Yellow  Dun  —  L 

Wimbledon  Lake  (Wimbledon).-Fishing  opens  here  for 
J^'fr^af,f"  «hvrS  'o-day(J«°e  K>.  Jack  fishing,  two 
rods,  2s  od.;  bottom  fishing,  Is.  per  rod.  Punts  and  boats  always 
ready.  Dace  fishing  with  fly-good  Black  Gnats-in  the  evenings 
Lessons  in  fly  casting  by — A.  Newham  8 

Withass,  &c.  (Mid-l.incolBshire).-The  sport  cf  trout 
fishing  is  scarcely  so  good  as  one  could  expect,  seeing  it  is  the 
height  of  the  May  Fly  season.  Cold  and  wind,  and  then  heat 
has  teen  the  rule  lately  and  this  is  all  against  it.  The  majority 
of  anglers  will  be  glad  that  they  are  once  more  free  to  approach 
the  Witham  and  drains  There  was  a  good  deal  of  wind  fo,  the 
opening  day  but  on  the  whole,  it  was  a  day  with  fair  promise 
Fish  are  said  to  be  in  a  fairly  forward  condition.  Most  cf  the 
riverside  resorts  expect  visitors  at  the  week-end.  and  not  unlikely 
they  may  be  well  repaid  for  their  trouble.  The  river  between 
Bardney  and  Boston  is  likely  to  have  most  attention,  and  at  some 
places  there  the  banks  have  been  cleared  of  weeds.    Boston  will 

also  be  well  patronised  Lucr.  win 

Wye  and  Derwent  (Derbyshire,  Matlock  Bath)  -The 
a-iove  livers  have  been  visited  by  a  gooaly  number  of  rod's  during 
tie  past  week  and  very  fair  sport  has  been  obtained  on  both 
streams  up  to  the  end  ot  last  week.  A  gr, -at  quantity  of  May  Fly 
was  out  and  a  nice  lot  of  good  fish  were  caught.  The  past  few 
SS»D?  a  few  of  these  flies  have  been  seen,  Is  it  is  much  colde" 
The  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association's  water  has  pro- 
duced some  very  grod  fish.  Mr.  Hose  landed  three  fish,  averaging 
1  jib  each  ;  a'so  Mr.  Cooper  (hon.  sec  )  and  Messrs.  Buxton,  Law  ton 
j  in.,  D.  I .  Peareo  i,  W.  King  have  secured  some  good  trout.  iThe 
prospect  for  the  next  few  days  fairly  good,  as  grayling  are  now  in 
season  and  these  rivers  are  well  stocked  jvith  this  kind  of  fish 
The  following  Uies  will  be  found  useful: 'Ash  Dun,  Yellow  Duo 
Dotterel,  and  Little  Hlack.— Dotterel  w 

«nW£VB,?llt,1  Well,s)--Mis°hLovelace  caught  a  fine  salmon 
on  Neith  waters  last  week;  Mr*.  -Charles  Woosnam,  two,  of  81b 
ami  181b.,  on  Thursday  last.  Good  baskets  of  trout  haVe  been 
had  on  brooks  with  May  Fly.  «  March  weather  to  day  (Wednes 
WJB.  Robert^         8  h@St  n°W'  With  miDn(w>  "1'stream.- 

SCOTCH  REPORTS. 

Altnacealg-ach  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N  B  )  - 

On  5th  mst.,  Messrs.  Whyte,  London,  on  Loch  Veyat  e .  had 
thirty-seven  trout,  111b.  ;  and  Messrs.  Boyd  and  l^ed! Edinburgh 
on  Loch  Ur.g.11,  eighty-flve  trout,  291b  On  7th,  Jlr  Ba  cfay 
Curie,  Ohsgow,  on  Loch  Boarlan,  forty-three  trout,  111!,.  ■  Messrs 
Boyd  an  1  F*?d,  on  Loch  Cama,  fifty-three  trout,  1Mb.  Messrs 
Wbyte,  Loi  don,  on  Loch  Crigill,  seventy-nine  trout,  1  lib  and 
Messrs.  MacLaren  and  Couper,  Glasgow,  on  Loch  Cama  14Mb 

•Mo  ■  MeDJrah'wr(r8-  B°#  and  Faed'  on  Boarlan.  llBtoout 
■jib. ;  Messrs  Whyte,  on  Veyatie,  twenty-three,  I2ib  •  Messrs 
MaeLarenand  Couper,  onCami,  thirty-two,  101b  ■  Mr  Z„, 
thirty;three,  KJlb  ;  and  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Glover!  iffi 
ah  T"'  C,8"y-?IJ['  ,2ilb-  °n  10th,  Mr.  Laing,  three  dozen' 
B«b  i  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Faed,  twenty-two,  itilb.  f  Mr  Ba  tW 
Curie  tWen.y-six  8flb.  ,  Meesrs.  MacMrcn  and  Connor  seventh 
six,  2,1b,  ;  and  Messrs  Wbyte,  ICO,  '2t:ib.  On  11th MeTsre 
Chapman  and  Clover,  thirty-one  trout,  Bib  besides  a  hrown 
trout  of  6jlb ,  caught  on  loft,  fly  rod  with  small  minnow 
Messrs  Boyd  and  Fited,  seventy-five  ?rouT,  2»lb.T  Mr  Barclay 
,!iv\,e'  lhTl'  6lb- rMe.  Kdrs-  M«cLaren  and  Couper,  See  dozen 
1Mb.  i  and  Messrs.  Laing  and  Bell,  nineteen,  Sjlb  b„  "  5  Mr' 
Laiog,  BUb.  trout;  Messrs.  Whyte,  17ft.  ;Mr  Curio  Mlb 
Messrs.  Chapman  and  Clover,  IGlb  ;  and  Messrs  Macl  aren  and 
•  Couper  lHlb    Weather  now  much  improving  -B 

Border  Esfc  (Lang-holm).-The  river  since  iast  reoort  fell 
considerably  and  the  sport  correspondingly.  The  loll ,wi ne  Ire 
some  ol  the  takes:  Mr.  W.  Irving  had  a  sea  trout 
Pool,  and  a  yellow  trout,  weighing  lib.,  in  Jock's  Pool  M  Lo 
<  ocq  had  a  nice  trout,  2.>lb. ;  Mr.  A.  Ballantyne,  at  one' fishing 
had  I  our  sea  trout,  three  with  worm  and  one  wi"h  fly  ■  Mr  Walter 

£ft  ?  Mr  T  TilTt  '"I  the  ,0wer  wator-  one  of  Ui'em  weig , ing 
-.Jib.  ;  Mr.  D.  Moffat  had  two  sea  trout  in  Langholm  water ' 
-Joe  Anderson  "had  one  sea  trout  in  the  same  water  and  w' 
Bo„,  two,  one  of  them  21b.  ;  and  W.  Ballantyne,C  sea "  ouT- 
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fte  l^ZCbJ^etfew!  Dme  °f  W1'itiDg  !S  agai°- 
Border  Est.— Although  showery  weather  has  been  tha  n,l« 

[rEs^rnLfdiUea,l'nthfle  T  ^  by  an«te"  either  « 

tne  t.sk  or  Liddlo.   In  the  Langholm  water,  Mr.  Alex  MacMillan 

teont   Mr'  eT°HB6a  trou'=  Mr-  Ballantyne  killed  four  "ex 

trout;  Mr.  J.  Harkness  had  tivo  in  the  same  water;  and  Mr 
Tbos.  Harkness  killed  a  dozen  yellow  trout.  Fish  ng  in  the 
Meggat  Mr.  W.  Hyslop  had  a  large  basket  of  yellow  trou  Mr 
Carruthers  (Liverpool),  and  Mr.  A.  Scott  (Hawick)  had  some 
good  yellow  trout  in  the  Tarras,  Wauchope,  and  Ewes  and  Mr 
t^ont-  &  S,(LaD^h?  ^brought  home  a  creel  full  of  yellow 
tiout  from  the  Tarras;  Mr.  K.  J.  Graham  (Holm wood)  had  a  sea 
trout  in  Glenferra;  and  Mr.  E.  Reid  had  a  sea  Trout,  weighing 
tinn'e  ^  Langholm  water;  whilst  Mr.  J.  Hawkins  caugh  three  set 
trout  below  Langholm.  The  following  are  the  most  notable  takes 
in  the  Canonbie  water:  Mr.  John  Wylie,  a  sea  trout  in  Jock's  Pool 
weighing  lilb. ;  Mr.  William  Irving,  a 'yellow  trout?  lib ^  weight ' 
in  the  same  pool  and  a  sea  trout  in  Tommy's  Pool  Two  sea 
g?  7*T?h™2eh*b*  ^r'  WTaUe^  Irving,  one7  of  them  weTghfng 
Mfii  i  ^  d0u-bIe  water'  In  Byrebi»nfoot  water,  Mr.  Frank 
Little  landed  a  nice  sevtrout.  Mr.  Le  Coeq  had  a  nirasea  trout 
weighing  2Mb.  Mr.  Thomas  Cairns  had  a  sea  trout  weighing  21d 
in  Dumioot  Pool,  Liddle ;  also  three  yellow  trout.  Fishing  below 
&lfeL1??'Mr  Wm.  Murray  caught  a  coupleVf  sea 
trout,  Jib.  each.  A  few  sea  trout  are  being  caught  in  the  lower 
reaches.  A  flood  badly  wanted.-G  ^u«ut  m  tne  lower 

i,„ta^^^^?nw(A^n^aJ•  •  5-B;)--rDuriD&  the  week  ending  5th 
mtt.,  Mr.  W.  Alhs  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  landed  seven  salmon 
aggregating  «8«b.  On  Monday  last  week  hfgot  a  9-pounder' 
Since  then  river  too  low  for  fishing.  Dr.  Browne  Manchester 
fishing  from  Balnagown  Arms  Hotfl,  made  severaT  good  baskets 
of  brown  trout  on  Loch  Meall,  Deargaidh.  Mr.  F  T  (Servers  of 
Amat,  got  a  salmon  of  ft±lb.  on  the  9th  — B  ' 

CoU  Hotel  (Island  of  Coll).-On  Saturday,  12th  inst  ,  Mr 
!4ti?,w aytes„h(ad  ?  ?°e  basket  of  trout,  111b;  and  on  Monday; 
«  »  tI  '0;t,3lllJoi;  onoof  which  tulned  the  scale  at 
2ft.  ^oz    The  loehs  are  now  in  splendid  condition.-A.  MacLeod 

Cmlfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford,  H.B.).-June  7,  Mr  J  B 
Campbell,  nineteen  trout ;  Messrs.  Easton,  forty-five ;  Gen.  and 
Hon   Mrs.  Tower,  sixteen;  Mr.  and  Hon.'  Mrs  Murray-Smtth, 

I'Tit  MeS«8'  La.,dlaw'  187-  8th'  Mr'  J-  B-  CampbelMwo 
Gen  and  Hon.  Mrs.  Tower,  145;  Messrs.  Laidlaw  fiftylnine: 
Mr.  Schwann  fifteen;  Mr.  and  the  Hon. Mrs. Murray-Smith  four-' 
Messrs.  Hanfan,  twenty-one;  Messrs.  Easton,  sevente9n.  ath 
Gen.  and  Hon.  Mrs  Tower,  twenty-six;  Mr.  J.  B  CampheH 
twenty-one;  Messrs.  Laidlaw,  thirty-three;  Messrs.  Easton,  170- 
Mr.  Schwann  five;  Messrs.  Bankin,- eighteen ;  Mr.  and  Hon- 
Mrs.  Murray-Smith  thirty-one.  10th,  Gen.  and  Hon.  Mrs  Tower 
fourteen;  Messrs.  Easton,  eighty-seven;  Mr.  J.  B.  Campbell 
twenty-five;  Messrs.  Laidlaw,  eighty-four;  Messrs.  Bankin 
twenty;  ^.  Schwann  eighty-one ;  Mr.  and  Hon.  Mrs.  Hurray 
Smith  twelve    11th,  Mr.  Easton,  eighteen;  Mr.  J.  B.  Campbell 

a  8  lr  A  '  ^  J- B-Campbell,  sixteen  j  Messrs.  Laidlaw,  eighty  • 
Mi-^  McDowell  and  friend,  thirteen;  Messrs.  Bankin,  thirty-four  : 
and  Mr.  Lyie,  eight  trout. —M.  G.  McFadyen  1  ' 

Culag  Hotel  Waters  (Dochinver,  via  Lair^.N  B  )  — 
On  ,  th  inst. ,  Mr.  Attenborough  went  sea  fishing,  and  got  eleven 
?°dand,?,neMg;  ^  N^b  ^eigh, on  Loch  Crocach,  had  fifteen" 
trout,  51b. ;  Messrs.  C  egg,  Procter,  and  Hartley  Lees,  on  Loch 
Fewn,  three  and  a  half  dozen,  141b.  ;  and  Mr  Lines  on  Loch 
Beannoch  three  dozen  trout.  On  the'sth,  the  baskets' made  by 
hotel  anglers  averaged  about  one  and  a  half  dozan  trout,  while 
Mr  Attenborough,  sea  fishing,  got  200  various.  On  9th  the 
baskets  on  the  lochs  ran  from  fourteen  trout,  91b  to  fifty  15*lb  ■ 
and  on  10th,  from  ten  trout  to  twenty-eight  trout  On  ilth  teii 
anglers  were  out,  and  baskets  ran  from  one  to  three  dozen  trout, 
ranging  ,n  weight  irom  SHb.  to  15;ib.  On  12th,  Messrs.  Paul,  on 
Loch  Fewn,  got  fifty-three  trout,  171b. ;  Mr.  Bisk,  on  Beannoch 
eleven  trout;  and  Mr.  F.  Clegg,  on  Crocach,  thirteen  trout  The 
bote  keeper  has  now  rented  the  salmon  angling  on  Lower  Inver 
until  Aug.  12.    It  carries  two  rods.— B.  ^weriuvBr 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Perthshire).-Mr.  Hogarth  of 
Dundee  out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  Loch  Nubhair,  on  Saturday 

aJT1-  ^8htJhlhii  Mr'  Bryan  B°yes.  of  Beverly,  had 
seven     On  Tuesday    Mr.  Hogarth  had  twelve,  3Mb.;  Mr.  B 

MrNA?aaHTON  "    6'ghteen  trout-  WPiSht  «Mb—D0NAl.i, 

Durness   Hotel    (Sutherlandshire).  -  Mr.   ami  Mrs 

Tnckell,  on  Boss  pool.  June  7,  six  trout,  31b.  (heaviest  lib  )  On 
Loch  Moadie,  June  9,  six,  MJlb.  (heaviest  lib.).  On  Kyle,  June  10 
thirteen  401b.  (heaviest  51b.) ;  June  11,  five,  121b.  (heaviest  4Mb  )  •' 
June  12,  nine,  161b.  (heaviest  3Jlb.).  On  Meadie  June  1"  four' 
31b.  (heaviest  lib.).  Mr.  Brown,  on  Meadie,  June  7  eight'  4^  b 
(largest l.;ib.);  June  1L  eight,  51b.  (largest  lib.);  June  12,  two',  r lb 
Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  -  June  S,  Mr 
Corstorphine,  Loch  Awe. Itwenty  trout,  Sib.;  Uf.  Waterall  Loch 
Assyn  six,  8ft.;  Mr.  Cookson,  Mid  Assynt,  twenty-one  8ilb- 
June  9,  Mr  (  orstorphme,  Litteressie,  twenty-eight,  81b  ,  and 
one  A  ,  ,.,,  41b. ;  Mr  Cookson,  Head  of  Assynt,  one  salmon,"  lift  ■ 
(  apt.  Young,  Loch  Awe,  thirteen  trout,  5lb  •  Mr  Watemll 
Castle  Bay  eight,  41b.;  Mr.  Corstorphine,  Mid  Assynt,  thirty- 
two,  121b. :  Mr.  Cookson,  Eiver  Inver,  twenty-seven,  Li  b.;  Mi- 
Frost,  Head  of  Assynt,  one  salmon,  SUb.  ;  Mr.  Bartholomew,  Loch 

tn^Vnse^/lb0    '    °  b"    Jl'Ue  H  Mr'  Fr0S''  Head  of 

Loch  Awe  (Taychreg-gan  Hotel).-There  has  been  a 
falling  oif  in  trout  fishing  on  Loch  Awe  as  compared  with  the 
previous  week,  but  the  prospect  of  salmon  fishing  has  materially 
improved  a  three  days'  rainfall  having  scut  up  the  loch  from 
rMher  a  low  level  to  normal.  Should  the  present  broken  weather 
continue  for  a  tow  days  more  salmon  and  grilse  will  have  a  free 
tbTh" T'-,al?d  lhus  a  Plentif«l  crop  will  be  secured  for  the 
angler  The  hill  lochs  are  now  at.  their  best,  and  the  trout 
ZITh  ° (i,comi\Uo Lochs.  f rant,  Leoid,  Wren,  Carrick,  Arieh, 
and  the  Moor  Loch  are,  without  exception,  doing  well.— W.  J 
Oameron. 

Lochleven  (Kinross).-AH  the  boats  have  beon  engaged 
during  the  past  week.  The  weather  has  been  showery,  and  the 
wind  somewhat  gusty  from  the  west  and  south-west.    Sport  has 

Tn\J?T/?  gCl°u  aa  las5  weck-  Fow  natural  flies  are  on  the 
water,  and  trout  have  not  been  rising  freely.  Toe  most  successful 
competition  was  held  by  the  Bridge  of  Allan  Club  on  Tuesday 
when  eight  members  captured  with  Hy  seventy-five  trout  68ft 
tro?,tPni4n  "in"6™  werei  FArst\ yr'  W'  J'  Stevenson,  nineteen 
Jhird'  Mr  ic  T°p;neC°?d',Ur'  Allum'  twelvo  trout,  121b.  4oz  ; 
third,  Mr.  F.  J.  Pullar,  twelve  trout,  lift.  2oz.   A  few  of  the  bes 

m  !S  fought  in  by  the  following  private  parties  : 

(  apt.  Scotland  Capt  Moore,  twenty-one  trout,  191b.  12oz  ■  Bev 
J.  C.  Hood  Kirkby  Fleothain,  eighteen  trout,  211b.  (live  of  his 
trout  weighed  91b.  12oz ) ;  Messrs.  A.  Brown  anil  A  Ednio 
Edinburgh,  twenty-one  trout,  181b.;  Mr.  Jameson,  London 
eighteen  trout,  151b.;  Sir  George  Elliot,  fifteen  trout,  W  8oz 
Mr.  Bruce,  lorkshire,  twelvo  trout,  1111,  ;  Mr.  Douglas,  Haw- 
thornden,  nineteen  trout,  141b.—  Bought  Laino. 

Loch  Rannoch.— From  the  Dunalastair  Hotel  tlio  following 
visitors  had  good  sport  on  the  river  and  loch,  from  Juno  8tb  l  j 
V,  nn„  fh-'  W'  aD.d  M,B'  ,Ja°1UOR.  sixty-four  trout;  Bev.  Capel 
£Sf?'  V ^  y0'SZB",^iat ''  Mr-  Mrs  -  and  Master  Linchwood,  1(13 
rLLii,!'  Jfobertson,  .,un.,  eighty-four  trout;  Messrs. 
1  onifrey  and  Oilmour  twenty-five  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shelmsn- 

fro,  !  "  My"K'X  ^  '  ^  Stflwttrt-  t]vo  tr"ut  i  Mr-  forty-two 
trout  ;  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Evans,  seventy-one  trout ;  Mrs,  (  uw  tof  the 
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Dunalastair  Hotel)  and  Mr.  Bobertson,  fifteen  trout;  Mr.  Ballin- 
gall,  sixty-one  trout;  Mr.  Bennie,  seventeen  trout;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Agaow,  twenty  trout,  and  one  caught  on  tb9  12th,  being  4}lb. 

Loch  of  Stenness  (Orkney).— The  following  gentlemen, 
staying  at  the  Standing  Stones  Hotel,  Stenness,  fished  this  loch: 
On  May  31,  Mr.  Marshall,  eleven  trout,  Gib.:  June  3,  five,  31b.  i 
June  4,  five,  41b.;  June  7,  ten,  51b.  June  9,  Major  Jameson,  six, 
01b.,  one  weighing  21b. ;  June  10,  eleven,  Bib. ;  and  Mr.  Marshall, 
ten,  51b.  June  1 1,  Mr.  Marshall,  four,  2Jlb. ;  and  Maj  >r  Jameson, 
seven,  41b.    June  12,  Major  Jameson,  six,  41b.— J.  Mackay. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— A  fresh  impetus  has  been  given 
to  spoit  by  the  recent  fill.  Fish  have  been  moving  from  the  lower 
reaches,  while  a  fairly  good  head  of  salmon  and  grilse  have  got 
away  from  the  sea  to  re-stock  the  lower  pools  On  the  Braemar 
waters,  Lord  Cairns  and  Lord  Vane  Tempest  have  had  sport  every 
day  out,  landing  two  and  three  fish  sealing  from  (ilb.  to  81b.  On 
the  Upper  Invercauld  section,  Cob  Morland  has  had  a  fish  or  so 
everyday.  The  recent  rains  have  made  the  side  streams  most 
acceptable  for  trouting,  and  splendid  baskets  of  well-conditioned 
flsh  have  been  made  daily.  On  the  Balmoral  waterB  Her  Majesty'ir*- 
guests  and  members  of  the  Court  have  enjoyed  a  bright  though  ' 
brief  spring  season.  They  left  off  angling  on  Tuesday,  when 
the  Court  moved  south.  On  the  Birkhall  section,  Capt.  Irvine 
and  Lieutenants  Glassrord  and  Muir  have  had  several  salmon 
and  Borne  excellent  trouting  during  their  stay  at  Ballater  in  - 
charge  of  Her  Majesty's  guard  of  honour.  Lord  Glenesk  enjoyed 
a  brief  holiday  on  the  Olenmuick  waters.  On  the  Monalirie  and 
Cambus  O'May  sections,  Messrs.  Talbot  and  party  continue  to 
have  good  sport;  while  Sir  William  C.  Brooks,  Bart.,  and  party- 
are  a'so  doing  wel'  on  the  Glentana  reaches.  On  Lord  Huntly's 
Aboyne  Castle  water,  Mr.  Grant  and  others  are  having  a  most 
magnificent  season,  and  the  same  is  being  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Sandi- 
son  s  guests  on  the  hotel  water,  where  a  record  score  has  been 
run  up  which  will  be  hard  to  beat.  On  the  Dass,  Oarlogie,  and  Kin- 
card  me  O'Ncil  waters,  sport  has  been  somewhat  slack  on  account 
of  the  indifferent  nature  of  the  weather  and  unsteady  waters. 
The  sport  on  the  mid-reaches  all  over  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
On  the  Blackball  Castle  water,  Mr.  J.  T.  Hay  and  party  have  a 
total  for  the  season  of  320  odd  flsh,  a  record  never  touched  before. 
On  the  Cairnton  water,  Mr.  T.  Turner  Farley  and  party  have  nine 
more  flsh,  that  the  highest  figure  ever  reached  in  any  previous 
season;  while  on  the  Woodend  and  Inchmarlo  sections  Bimilar 
results  have  been  attained  in  eompanson.  On  the  Durris  section, 
Davie  Bae  creeled  four  one  day  last  week;  while  an  occasional 
flsh  is  also  beiog  got  on  the  Park.  Drum  and  Kingussie  waters. 
On  the  list  mentioned  sec:ion,  Mr.  Fortcsqus  has  a  total  of  fifty- 
five  for  the  season.  On  the  Dee  tidal  section  the  flnnock  and  sea 
trout  fishing  has  been  better  than  anything  seen  for  the  past  four 
years.  One  day  Capt.  Mackay  creeled  fourdczeo,  averaging  about 
three  to  the  lb.,  and  chiefly  to  a  small  quill  fly  with  floss  body  in 
place  of  plain  silk.  On  the  Don  wormers  have  beon  making  grand 
baskets  of  trout  on  the  upper  reaches  and  side  streams.  On  the 
Parkhill  water,  Mr.  Leatham  has  been  having  fair  sport,  while 
Mr.  Grahams  and  Baillie  Brown  have  also  been  successful  on  the 
Kinaldie  reaches.  The  Ythan  tidal  is  now  free,  and  an  excellent 
show  of  flnnock  and  sea  trout  forward.  On  the  Ellon  Castle 
waters  sport  is  being  well  maintained,  chiefly  with  flnnock  and 
yellow  trout.  The  fly  is  still  being  extensively  used,  although 
bait  fishers  have  had  ths  heavier  flsh  with  the  series  of  daily  fills 
which  have  been  the  order  of  the  dav  for  a  fortnight  past. — G.  M. 

Overscaig-  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  H.B  ).— From  1st 
to  oft  inst.  good  spjrt  was  had  by  Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  London; 
Mr  Dewhurst,  Manchester;  Mr.  Mclver,  Preston;  Mr.  Stockel, 
London;  Messrs.  Mullirer  and  Vicker,  Manchester;  and  Messrs. 
Chapman  and  Glover,  London.  Although  the  weather  was  most 
unfavourable,  individual  daily  baskets  np  to  three  and  a  half 
dozen  flsh,  181b.,  were  made.  On  7th,  Major  Dixon  and  Misa 
Dixon,  on  Loch  Griam,  had  thirty  trout,  10Hb.:  Messrs.  Mulliner 
and  Vicker,  on  Mid  Shin,  sixteen  trout,  Sib.;  Messrs.  Dewhurst 
and  Maclver,  on  Fing  beat,  Loch  Shin,  twenty-seven  trout, several 
of  which  weighed  about21b.,  and  the  whole,  IT.Jlb. ;  and  Mr.  Stockel 
London,  nine  trout,  71b.  On  8th,  which  was  very  unfavourable 
with  bright  sunshine  and  scorching  east  winds,  four  boats  were 
out,  and  made  a  total  of  six  dozen  trout,  3fi}lb.  On  9th,  there 
were  five  boats  out,  tlte  best  basket  being  by  Messrs.  Mullinor 
and  Vicker,  with  thirty-one  trout,  141b., on  Loch  Griam.  The  10th 
was  dead  calm;  four  boats  with  two  anglers  each  were  out,  the 
best  baskets  being  twenty-seven  trout,  ISlb.,  by  Messrs  Mulliner 
and  Vicker,  Manchester;  and  fourteen  trout,  (ijlb.,  by  Major 
Morgan  and  Mr.  Morgan,  London;  the  latter  also  hooked  a 
fero.r,  which  broke  away  with  part  of  the  line.  On  11th,  Messrs. 
Dewhurst  and  Maclver,  on  Loch  Garm,  got  twenty-one  trout. 
121b.,  bc-ides  two  trout,  weighing  31b.  and  l.Ub.  respectively. 
Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  on  Fing  beat,  had  twenty-nine  trout, 
1-iJIb  ,  one  of  which  weighed  1^10  ;  Captaih  and  Mr.  Morgan,  on 
Loch  Merkland,  got  twenty  trout,  luib. ;  and  Messrs.  Mulliner  and 
Vicker,  on  Fing  beat,  eleven  trout,  71b.  On  12th,  the  last-named, 
on  Fing,  had  twenty-three  trout,  141b. ;  Messrs.  Dewhurst  and 
Maclver,  on  Loch  Merkland,  one  dozen,  141b.,  besides  two  /cro.r, 
of  31b.  and  41b. ;  Mr.  Morgan  and  Capt.  Mt  rgan,  on  Fing,  twelve 
trout,  -,1b. ;  and  Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  oi  Mid  Shin,  ten  trout, 
5.Jlb. — B. 

Soourie  Hotel  Waters  (Lairg,  H.B.). — Mr.  Bose  (New- 
castle), Mr.  MaeKinlay  (Glasgow),  Mr.  Arbuthnot  (London)  and 
Col.  MacKinnon  (London),  and  others  have  got  fine  sport  both  in 
sea  and  fresh  water  fishing,  baskets  up  to  over  two  dozen  fine 
trout  having  been  made. — B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  H.B.)— Although  the  river  has  been  very 
low  and  the  weather  bright,  the  following  sport  has  been  got  since 
last  reported :  On  2nd  inst.,  Mr.  H.  Buxton,  Sutherland  Arms 
Hotel,  got  a  101b.  salmon  on  Angus  Pool.  On  3rd,  Mr.  Buxton 
had  a  10-pounder  on  same  pool.  On  5th,  Mr.  G.  Buxton  caught 
one  of  141b.  on  Big  Falls.  On  7th,  Mr.  Buxton  landed  a  grilse  of 
41b. ;  and  Mr.  G.  Buxton  a  211b.  salmon,  besides  a  grilse  of  3Alb. 
On  8th,  Mrs.  Buxton  caught  a  2olb.  salmon ;  and  Mr.  G.  Buxton 
a  grilse  of  51b.  On  9th,  Mrs.  Palby  grassed  a  salmon  weighing 
271b.    On  10th,  Mr.  H.  Buxton  landed  two,  of  121b.  and  lift. 

South  of  Scotland.— Welcome  rains  have  come  at  last,  and 
while  I  am  sending  off  this  report  to  the  Fhhiny  BaieUt  the  rivers 
are  coming  down  in  spate.  Th's  is  just  what  is  wanted,  as  the 
most  of  the  border  rivers  stood  much  in  need  of  a  thorough 
cleaning  out  at  the  bottom,  and  sea  flsh  will  now  take  the  rivors 
moro  freely.  As  soon  as  the  Hoods  clear  off  some  good  sport 
should  be  had,  as  the  berling  are  due  next  weck,  and  these  merry 
Itttlo  trout  afford  capital  sport.  The  Annan.— This  river  was 
in  heavy  flood  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  too  muddy  for  worm 
flslung.  Mr.  Laurie  killed  a  small  sea  t  rout  and  a  brace  or  yellow 
trout  in  tha  first  of  the  flood,  and  Mr.  Walter  Bae  had  a  sea  trout 
of  lift,  with  worm.  The  Bev.  J.  C.  Hicks  had  ayellow  trout  with 
fly  on  Monday.  In  the  Castlomilk  water,  Mr.  Bae  landed  a 
brace  of  sea  trout,  of  about  21b.  each.  Other  rods 
odd  sea  trout  in  the  higher  waters.  The  Nitm  and 
C  airn.  Fair  sport  has  been  obtained  in  the  Cairn  water  duriug 
the  past  weok  among  yellow  trout,  The  lain  has  groatly  improved 
the  waters  of  tlio  Nith  aud  tributaries.  Ayrshire.— Fine  sport 
continues  to  be  had  on  the  lochs  of  this  district.  On  Loch  Doon 
on  Friday,  Mr.  Burgess,  of  Locls,  killod  fifty-five  yellow  trout 
while  out  in  the  Black  Bull  Hotel  boat.  Mr.  J.  McDonald  and 
friond,  Dalmellington,  landod  lll'ty  on  Saturday,  on  the  same  looh 
Those  were  all  taken  with  fly.  Last  week  Mr."  J.  Walliico  killed  a 
(•reel  of  (ilb.  of  yellow  trout;  Mr.  Clark  had  a  veryflnoono  Mr  .1 
Macdonald  caught  a  basket  of  51b.  loz  ;  Mr.  James 
Sib.  5oz. ;  Mr.  McCutcheon  and  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  creels  of  over  lift' 
rhoSoi.WAV,— Fine  catelieB  have  been  made  in  the  Solwavnct-i 
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since  last  report.  Salmon  showing  well  all  the  week.  Fair 
catches  of  sea  trout  on  Tuesday.  Weather  unsettled  to-day, 
with  a  prospect  of  more  rain. — Heatherbell. 

Tongue  Hotel  Waters.— On  June  7,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spicer, 
of  Cray.  Kent,  had  forty-one  trout  on  Loch  Slam.  Oj  June  8, 
Mr  Hollins  and  Mr  C.  Hollins,  of  ManBfleld,  bad  one  salmon  of 
7Alb .  and  six  trout  on  Loch  Slam.  On  June  9,  the  Messrs. 
Hollioe  had  nine  trout  on  Loch  Craggie :  and  on  the  same  date, 
General  Whigbam  and  Captain  Scott,  of  London,  had  seven  sea 
trout,  weighing  ISflb.,  on  the  Kyle.  On  June  12,  Mr.  Hollins  had 
one  salmon  of  171b.  on  the  Borgie.  ...    ,  . 

Tweed,  Teviot,  &c— During  the  past  weeka  few  fair  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  killed  on  the  various  streams.    Night  flshmg 
is  now  in  full  swing  all  over  the  Border  rivers.    Cold  and  un- 
favourable weather  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  unsu  cessful 
efforts  of  the  angler,  and  it  has  only  been  on  some  of  the  milder 
evenirigs  that  a  take  was  got.  Early  morning  fishing  has  gr  t  a  few. 
Curing  the  past  few  days,  both  the  main  streams— Tweed  and 
Teviot— have  had  an  influx  of  fresh  water  in  them,  owing  to  ram 
storms,  and  this  will,  in  all  probability,  be  to  the  advantage  ot 
the  fisher.    A  few  salmon  have  been  got,  but  to  make  this  sport 
anything  satisfactory  we  will  have  to  await  the  advent  of  the  next 
flood,  which  is  certainly  very  mueh  wanted.    On  the  Makerstoun 
water,  on  Friday  of  last  week,  Mr.  Lucas  (lessee  of  the  i  loors 
Castle  lower  water),  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  17±'b.,  while  a  few 
days  previous  he  had  a  fish  of  121b.,  and  lost  one.    On  the 
Pavilion  water  (Monday),  Mr.  J.  Veitch,  fisherman,  killed  two 
fish  of  lOilb.  and  111b.  ;  and  on  the  nextday  two  others  ot  luia. 
and  ll|lb.    On  Monday,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  Steel,  sen.,  Kelso, 
fishing  with  worm,  hooked  a  good  salmon,  but  lost  it.    Of  the 
trout  the  following  are  the  best  on  the  Tweed  and  Teviot :  Mr. 
Jas.  Cockburn,  sib.;  Mr.  J.  Thompson,  lujlb.;  Mr  J.Bobson, 
61b-  Mr.  Thomas  Stewart,  5|lb., Gib.,  and  41b.;  Mr.  Jas.  Affleck 
Sib   and  6Mb.  ;  Mr.  William  Barff,  51b.  ;  while  an  Edinburgh 
angler  had  a  similar  lot.    On  Tuesday,  last  week.  Mr.  Frank 
Anderson,  fishing  the  Tweed  at  Coldstream,  had  a  singular 
experience.    At  one  cast,  fishing  with  fly  (three  hoots),  he  hooked 
three  trout,  and  after  some  difficulty  he  managed  to  land  the  lot 
the  heaviest  was  .'Ub.    In  tho  Melrose  district  some  good  trout 
have  been  kiled  on  the  Tweed.  Mr.  Boyle,  on  the  Bemersyde  water, 
flvc  trout  71b.;  Mr.  McLaren,  on  the  St.  Boswell  s  stretch,  one 
trout  of  2ib. ;  while  on  the  Dryburgh  water,  at  Bowden  Burnfoot, 
Mr   N    W   Morris,  had  a  common  yellow  trout  cf  L'lb.  130z. 
On  Monday,  on  the  Kale,  Mr.  E.  Moscript  took  221b.  with  mmnow. 
On  Tuesday  (yesterday)  on  another  stretch  of  the  stream  he 
captured  thre?"  dozen     On  the  Jed,  in  the  Jedburgh  district  a 
youth,  nsmed  William  Hollands,  killed  a  trout  of  HID.    On  t&e 
BowmoLt   and  other  tiibutary  streams,  some  fair  baskets  have 
also  been  got,  from  31b.    On  the  Whitadder  and  other  streams  in 
the  Allanton  district,  on  Thursday  last,  the  Allanton  Club  held  its 
twenty-first  annual  competition,  Mr.  Robert  Calder,  with  <lt>  »oz-, 
taking  the  first  prize.    On  Saturday  last,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  J. 
Murrav  had  41b.  ;  Mr.  T.  Ainslie,  41b.    On  Monday,  Mr.  J.  Robert- 
s  n  4lb-  Mr  R  Robertson. -^lb. ;  and  to-day  (Wednesday),  on  the 
Teviot,  Mr.  Roxburgh.  :?|lb. ;  Mr.  Culbertson,  2Mb.  ;  and  Mr. 
<4eorge  Robson,  2ilb.  One  basket  of  grayling,  weighing  Jib  to  Mb 
was  made  cn  the  Tweed  and  Teviot  on  Saturday  last,  two  best  flsh, 
Uib  and  Ulb    On  Tuesday  of  last  week,  on  the  Earl  of  Home  s 
Birgham  water,  at  the  Otter  Rock  cast,  the  Hon.  fl.  M^rsham 
killed  a  salmon  of  Sib.  Near  the  Sprouston  Ferry,on  the  Tweed, 
Mr    Lauder    Br.iwn  had  trout  of  2£lb.   and  21b.;  while  on 
tie  Ttvict,  this  week,  Messrs.  W.  Kirk.  J.  Peacock,  and  William 
Ccckbuin  have  had  takes  up  to  about  61b. 

IRISH  REPORTS. 

Blackwater  (Benburb,  co.  Tyrone).— The  Blackwater 
Is  high  in  flood,  and  salmon  are  expected  to  arrive  here  tbis 
week  Previous  to  the  flood  there  was  fair  sp:rt.  On  Monday 
Mr  West  killed  twenty-two  gocd  trout  up  to  21b.  each  ;  and 
another  angler  goteight  fish,  weighing  6  b.,  in  an  hour  Night 
flsbing  will  be  in  as  soon  as  the  river  tones  down.  1'  lshmg  on 
the  Tonent  and  other  tributaries  is  also  goo:).— J.  A.  B. 

Caragh  take  (CaraybJ.-Fisbing  still  continues  very 
"OOd  fllencar:  Surg. -Vol  IUhilly,  Kth  inst.,  one  salmon,  l^lb .  ; 
Tltb  dim  Sllb.  Anglers  staying  at  Southern  Hotel  have  had  good 
trout  flBLirg,  killing  rrom  one  and  a  half  to  two  dozen  per  day. 
White  trout  and  peal  are  now  running  up  from  the  sea,  and 
tickets  can  le  had  at  Southern  Hotel  to  flsh  Lower  Caragb  at  2s. 
per  day.   Apply  to  Mrs.  St:ck,  manageress,  Southern  Hotel.— 

Cnmmeragh.- Salmon  are  now  very  numerous  in  this 
water  but  no  salmon  anglers  were  out  last  week.  Brown  trout 
are  very  numerous,  and  have  yielded  good  sport  on  the  lower 
reach's  White  trout  are  rather  scarce  so  far,  and  will  probably 
continue  so  until  a  Hood  takes  place.  This  river  is  strictly  pre- 
served  T.  J.  D. 

Erne —Mr  N  Reid  took  two  salmon,  of  81b.  and  !>lb.,  on 
sih  inst.':  the  IUv.  W.  H.  Hole  took  one  salmon  of  15  b.  on 
loch  inst  ■  Mr.  John  Thomson  took  one  giilse  of  71b.  on  11th 
inst  •  Mr  N.  Reid  took  one  salmon  of  101b.  on  12th  inst.;  Mr. 
l'ikc'took  cue  salmon  of  161b.  on  ythinst.,  andanother  ol  lUlb. 
on  Uth  tost  :  Mr.  N.  Beid  took  one  salmon  of  llljlb.  on  14th 
iu-t  and  a  giilse  of  6Ub. ;  Mr.  Ghurney  took  a  salmon  of  81b. 
on  »th  inst..  end  a  grilse  of  Clb.  cn  11th  inBt.  ;  Mr.  Dugmore  took 
a  grilse  of  71b.  on  !»th  inst.,  and  two  grilse,  of  Clb.  and  ilb.,  on 
Uth  Inst.— M.  Eon  an  and  Sons. 

Inny  (co.  Kerry).— Trout  fishing  is  now  good  on  all  reaches. 
As  many  as  four  dozen  trout,  including  six  white  trout,  were  had 
by  a  local  amateur  on  Monday  last.— T.  J.  D. 

Killarney  —Matters  piscatorial  have  exhibited  but  Iitt'e 
charge  since  last  repctt.  As  a  rule,  trouting  has  been  fairly 
eocd  but  no  white  trout  have  been  had,  and  it  would  be  well, 
nerbaps  to  caution  anglers  visiting  Killarney  with  the  hope  ol 
setting  wbit3  trout  flsbing,  that  no  such  thing  can  be  got  on  the 
lakes  A  person  may  flsb  the  lakeB  for  a  lifetime,  and  not  get 
half  a  dozen  of  these  flsh.  Salmon  have  taken  the  May  Flies 
well  on  the  Main  in  the  evenings  after  C  p.m.,  but  they  have  been 
very  sluggish  on  the  Laune  at  all  times.  Only  four  salmon  were 
hail  on  the  latter  water  last  week  — T.  J.  D. 

Loueh  Erne.— Although  a  number  of  flno  trout  were  taken 
with  the  May  Fly  on  Lough  Erne  last  week  and  this  week,  from  lib. 
to  81b  each  in  weight,  still  beti«r  sport  was  expected,  and  is  yet 
hoped'for  for  t"-e  remainder  of  the  time  thit  the  My  wlU  be  on  the 
water  — M.  ROOAN  AND  SONS. 

T-outrn  Melvin.— Mr.  J.  A.  Penny  took  one  salmon  of  lilb.  on 
llthinst  Mr  H.  G.  took  another  of  lOJlb.  on  the  same  day. 
Mr  W  G  took  a  grilse  of  51b.  on  10th  inst.;  and  Mr.  H.  Mc'Jowan 
took  two  grilse,  of  451b.  and  «lb.,  on  12th  inst. — M.  Bogan  and 

«w  and  EoURh  Conn  (Billlna).— The  tools  on  the  river 
are  we  1  stocked  with  grilse,  and  seatrout  are  show  ing  also.  Anglei  s 
are  setting  f  rt  m  one  to  three  grilse  daily.  A  few  grilse  have  been 
taken  on  the  lough  this  week  on  trout  flies;  trout  rose  poorly. 
Mr  John  Carrley  of  Ashley  Heath,  and  Mr.  F.cdk.  Ashley,  of 
Mobterley,  and  Mr.  George  Mills,  of  Didsbury,  bad  a  good 
week's  trouting  on  l.ongh  Conn.  Mr.^'arrley  had  largest  flsh, 
Zl  Mi "shkyhad  one,  31b,;  Mr.  G^Mills  had  one,  21b.,  and 
srood  baskets  under  these  weights.  The  grilse  on  the-  river  are 
taking  the  Black  Gosshiwk  and  Goldon  Ranger  flies.— Pat 

"snannon'and  lough  Derg  (XUlaloe). -  There  has 
been  some  very  good  sport  among  the  salmon  and  grilse  here  this 
week    Unfortunately,  however,  the  recent  heavy  rains  have 
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swollen  the  water,  and  brought  down  quantities  of  weeds  and 
slime,  which  have  rather  spoilt  the  angling  for  the  present;  but 
it  is  some  consolation  to  know  that  the  freshet  will  cause  lots  ot 
salmon  and  grilse  to  run  up  from  the  sea  June  8,  Mr.  W. 
Young,  on  his  preserves,  killei  six  grilse,  (.Jib.,  Gib.,  410.,  S$ip., 
3*lb.,  21b.  9tbf  thr.e,  CJlb.,  51b.,  31b.;  Dr.  Tivy,  on  Major 
Tl-aherne's  watertight  grilse,  81b.,  Sib.,  81b.,  Mb,,  Jib.,  eife* 
Mb  41b  10th,  Mr.  W.  Young,  one  salmon,  161b. ;  Major 
Traberne,  one  salmon,  181b.,  and  six  grilse,  101b.,  01b.,  71b.,  -lb., 
Clb.,  51b.  11th,  Mr.  W.Young,  one  grilse,  71b.;  Dr.  Tivy,  two 
silmon,  201b.,  101b.  and  two  grilse,  61b.,  51b.  12th,  Mr.  W. 
Young,  two  grils3,  5Mb.,  3Jlb.  ;  Mr.  Reynaldson,  ona  rib. ;  Dr. 
Tivy,  one  salmon,  121b.,  and  two  grilse,  81b.,  31t>. ;  Major 
Traherne,  four  grilse,  81b.,  71b.,  Gib.,  61b.  13th,  Mr.  W  Y .ung^s 
men,  two  grilse,  41b.,  41b.;  Major  Traherne's  men,  three,  61b., 
51b  51b  15th,  Dr.  Tivy,' one  grilse,  31b.;  Mr.  C.  Lefroy,  one, 
61b.  A  few  grilse  have  been  taken  on  the  free  water.  On  Friday, 
Mr  A  P  Thornley,  Birmingham,  killed  nineteen  beautiful  trout, 
weighing  391b.,  on  Lough  Derg.  Angling  prospects  good.  S.  J. 
Hurley 

Shannon  (Castleoonnell).— On  Doonass,  Mr.  B  B.  West 
killed:  Oth,  two  peal,  21b.  and  61b.;  10th,  three  peal,  311b.,  bib., 
61b.  On  the  same  water  the  fisherman  killed :  14th,  two  pell,  duo. 
and  41b.  ;  15th,  two  peal,4§lb.  and  61b.  On  Prospect,  Mr.  G.  W. 
Greenhill  killed :  12th,  one  salmon,  IGJlb. ;  15th,  one  peal,  61b. 
On  Hermitage,  Mr.  W.  C.  Jones  killed:  Uth,  one  salmon, ot)£lb. ; 
14th,  one  peal,  61b.;  15th,  two  peal,  31b.,  31b.,  and  one  salmon, 
1311b  On  the  same  water,  Mr.  C.  H.  Darley  killed  :  one  peal,  alb., 
on  12th,  and  Miss  Madge  Jones,  one  peal,  61b.,  on  14th  On  JNew- 
garden,  Dr.  Scowcroft  killed  :  10th,  two  peal,  31b.  and  Gib.  On 
tbe  same  water,  Mr.  Astley  Cresswick  killed:  10th,  one  pea, 
2*lb.;  14th,  onesalmon,13ilb.,andonepeal,2;jlb.;  loth,  four peal, 
2±lb  3±lb  5Mb.,  GHb.  Mr.  E.  T.  Ingham  killed,  on  the  Castle 
fishery,  l"th,  one  salmon,  12Mb. ;  and  on  the  Worldsend,  11th,  one 
salmon,  KUib. ;  14th.  one  peal,  7Mb.— Iohn  Enriqht  and  Son 

Waterville  Stiver.— Trouting  is  now  fairly  good  on  this 
water,  the  bulk  of  the  flsh  being  brown  trout,  the  whit 3  trout  not 
being  present  in  anything  like  good  numbers  yet.  Salmon  and 
peal  continue  to  rome  up  in  good  numbers,  and  the  weir  has  had 
from  forty  to  fifty  during  the  open  weekly  se  ison  Large  shoals 
of  peal  and  sea  trout  passed  up  on  Monday  last. — I.  J.  10. 

West  Cork  Eivers.  -Sport  has  shown  much  improvement 
during  the  last  few  days,  though  it  is  still  below  the  average  tor 
this  time  of  the  year.  On  the  larger  rivers  anglers  had  from  tnreo 
to  six  salmon  each  during  the  week,  principally  with  tli>  ny. 
Peal  are  getting  numerous,  but  are  not  rising  well.  Brown  trout 
have  given  good  sport  on  all  the  rivers,  the  worm  being  resorted 
to  when  the  weather  was  too  bright. — T.  J.  D. 


SEA  FISHING. 

Brighton.— Numbers  of  boat  anglers  hive  been  off  during 
the  part  week,  but  only  small  whiting  pout,  a  few  silver  whuing, 
and  flat  flsh  takeD.  During  the  very  hot  weather  and  calm  sea  of 
last  Sa'urday  "  schools  "  of  mackerel  came  close  m  shore,  but 
would  not  take  a  spinning  bait.  Within  a  fortnight  or  bo  good 
sport  should  he  had  with  bream  and  mackerel  — H. 

Dingle  —Pollack  fishing  has  shown  up  a  good  deal.  Anglers 
are  now  getting  between  twenty  and  thirty  pollack  daily  to  each 
rod  or  hand-line,  and  bottom  fishers  are  having  from  120  to  160 
flsh  (principally  gurnard)  daily. — T.  J.  D- 

Heme  Bay  -O^ly  a  few  dabs  a'd  eels  caught  this  weak. 
Water  very  clear  for  hand-lines.  Sum  i  bass  have  been  seen  m 
close  to  the  shore.— E.  F.  Wheeler. 

Penzance  —Pier  snglers  are  now  having  sport  with  poiiacK 
A  few  mackerel  are  bring  caught  by  "  railiog"  in  the  bay,  but  as 
vet  they  do  not  take  the  bait  freely.  Large  shoals  of  youog  try 
are  showing  up  inshore,  so  that  fisbiDg  should  be  good  dunn 

^ Plymouth  —  We  are  having  splendid  weath?r  for  sea  fiBhing, 
and  the  amateurs  and  visitors  are  makiDg  the  best  use  of  their 
time  Mackerel  in  th9  early  mornings  can  be  taken  in  great 
numbers  at  Penlee  Point  and  Cawsand  Bay  by  using  the 
aluminium  spUrner.  A  fiiend  of  mine,  out  on  Thursday  saw  an 
amateur  pulhog  iu  some  very  fine  po'lack  at  the  east  end  of  the 
breakwater;  he  was  rowing  about  and  not  stationary.  Scores  ot 
visitors  and  tourists  are  now  fishing  I'rom  the  various  piers  and 
I  have  made  arrangements  whereby  I  can  always  keep  a  supply  ot 
natural  bait,  worms,  as  there  his  been  a  great  difficulty  m 
obtaining  them  in  gocd  conditio,  ar-d  in  a  central  position,  i 
shall  have  them  picked  fresh  every  tide,  and  can  arrange  to  send 
them  by  parcel  post,  packed  in  seaweed,  if  required.— WILLIAM 
Hearder  (B.S.A.S.).  ,    .    ,  , 

Portmagee.— Good  sport  is  now  being  had  at  and  around 
this  station  at  pollack,  hake,  ling,  and  cod.—  T.  J.  D. 

Valentia.— PollackiDg  is  now  very  good  in  the  harbour  and 
around  the  island  on  the  ocean  side.  Anglers  pier  fishing  had 
fair  sport  at  bas3,  <fce.,  on  a  couple  of  days.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Sport  has  been  very  good  at  pollack,  gurnard, 
and  wbitiog.  On  one  day  four  local  amateurs  caught  157  whiting, 
4->2  gurnard  and  twenty  various.  On  another  day  they  caught 
676  fish  of  various  kinds.  Poll  ick  fishers  have  been  very  success- 
ful. Bass  fishing  is  now  in  full  swing  in  the  estuary  of  the  Inny, 
and  good  sport  has  been  the  rule.— T.  J.  D. 


p    W    K  Wallis.  who  also  secured  the  gold  medal 
offered'  by  the-  president  for  the  best  specimen  tish.  Mr. 
Wallis  caught  at  Shardlow  a  chub,  weighing  no  les3 
than  61b.  14oz.,  which  is  at  present  being  exhibited  at  the 
Imperial  Institute.    Sir  Henry  Bromley's  cup  forms  the 
championship  trophy  of  the  club,  and  has  to  be  secured 
in  three  successive  seasons  to  entitle  the  winner  to  be- 
come the  absolute  possessor.    The  other  prizes  were  also 
exhibited.    After  an  excellent  repast,  the  President,  who 
was  cordially  received,  gave  them  the  toast  of  lne 
Queen."     (Applause.)     Subsequently  Mr.  P.  Warsop 
took  the    chair,  while  the    musical    programme  was 
carried  out.     Mr.  Warsop  submitted  the  toast  of  the 
"Army,    Navy,    and    Reserve    Forces."     Mr.    P.  J. 
Hodson      proposed     "  Success    to    the  Wellington 
Angling  Society."     Personally  he  drank  the  toast  of 
suocess  to  that  very  successful  provincial  society  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure.    He  knew  a  large  number  of 
provincial  societies,  but   none   more    successful  than 
the  Wellington.    He  noticed  before  him  a  number  of  very 
beautiful  medals,  one  given  by  the  president,  which  were 
to  be  handed  to  the  successful  anglers,  and  he  was  sure 
that  the  recipients  would  be  proud-  of    them.  Ho 
had  been  connpcted  with  fishing  in  all  its  branches 
for    many    years,    and    had    the    honour    of  being 
the  only  proiincial  member  living  of  the  committee 
of    the   Ply  Fishers'  Club  —  (applause)  —  and    it  had 
gratified  Lim  io  be  amongst  them,  and  to  have  the 
privilege  of  proposing  the  toast  of  the  evening.  (Applause.) 
Mr.  Gaskell,  in  reply,  expressed  his  thanks  to  Mr. 
Hodson,  and  his  pleasure  in  seeing  Mr.  Goodhall  amongst 
them.    During  the  early  years  of  the  society,  Mr.  Goodhall 
was  a  constant  attender  at  their  meetiugs,  and  a  consider- 
able source  of  strength  when  they  watitjd  man  of  genuine 
ability  as  anglers,  and  of  sterling  worth.    Mr.  Goodhall 
had  the  reputation  of  being  a  Nottingham  angler  of  the 
first  water— (laughter)— and  he  had  always  been  a  clever 
aDgler.     TurniDg  to  the  society's  doings,  he  said  that 
the  last  season  had  been  one  of  equal  success  with,  if  not 
in  advance  of,  those  of  previous  years.    They  had  had 
a  fair  amount  of  sport,  and  the  membership  had  re- 
mained good,  for  though  there  had_  been  a  few  resig- 
nations, there  were  also  many  applications  for  membership. 
He  was  pleased  to  report,  also,  that  the  committee  had 
been  hard  at  work.    With  regard  to  the  Shardlow  stretch 
of  water,  their  relations  with  the  landowners  and  farmers 
and  tenauts  were  never  on  a  better  footing  than  at  the 
present  time.    The  bottom  water  at  Fiskerton  had  not 
been  patronised  to  the  extent  that  it  ought  to  have  been, 
and   he  hoped  that  a  few  more  of    their  members 
would   frequent   it  and   try  to    find  out  its  merits. 
It  was  a  very  good  water,  but  the  members  were  so 
wedded  to   Shardlow  that  they  would  not  leave  it. 
As  they  knew,  their  endeavour  during  the  last  few  years 
had  been  to  improve,  as  far  as  they  could,  the  conditions 
under  which  fishermen  exercised  their  sport  m  the  liiver 
Trent.     They  had  been  successful  so  far  in  eluding  a 
repetition  of  the  catastrophe  that  overtook  them  in  the 
lower  reaches  of  the  Trent  last  year.    He  anticipated  it 
by  his  letters  in  the  paper,  but  so  far  it  had  not  come  on. 
But  the  agencies  which  worked  the  disaster  were  still 
potent,  and  he  would  never  feel  satisfied  until  they  were  in 
the  position  of  dictating  to  those  who  were  in  error  what 
should    be  done.     Their  Anti-Pollution    Society  had 
been  fairly  successful,  bat  they  needed  further  support. 
In  conclusion  Mr..  Gaskell  presented  the  prizes  in  accord- 
ance with  the  list  below,  remarking  with  regard  to  Mr. 
Wallis  that  lie  had  worthily  gained  Sir  Henry  Bromley's 
challenge  cup.     He  had  caught  132  roach,  all  over  lib. 
each ;  a  chub,  weighing  Gib.  14oz.  ;  and  innumerable 
bream,    roach,    dace,    perch,    goodness    knew_  what. 
(Laughter.)    Following    is  a  list  of    prize   winners  : 
Sir  Henry  Bromley's  championship  cup,  Mr.  F.  W.  K. 


NOTTINGHAM  WELLINGTON  ANGLING 
SOCIETY. 

ANNUAL  DINNER. 
Twelve  months  ago  the  members  of  the  Wellington 
Angling  Society  celebrated  the  organisation's  coming  of 
age  and  the  annual  dinner  on  Tuesday  evening  last,  at  the 
headquarters,  the  Wellington  Hot  si,  Station-street 
Nottingham,  afforded  abundant  evidei.ee  of  its  continued 
vitality.  Since  its  formation,  twenty -two  jears  ago,  the 
Wellington  has  continuously  held  a  prominent  position 
amongst  the  angling  societies  of  ths  Mid  ands,  and  its 
future  promises  to  be  even  more  brillitnt  than  its 
past.  There  was  a  large  ompauy  at  the  dinner  on 
Tuesday  evening  last,  under  the  genial  chairmanship  ot 
the  esteemed  president  of  the  society,  Mr.  W.  Gaskell. 
Among  tthers  present  were  Messrs.  F.  Warstp 
(vice-chairman),  T.  J.  Hodgson,  E.  llooton  (hon  trea- 
surer), H.  Spray  (hoD.  secretary),  E.  Saywe'.l,  II. 
B  Hoe,  W.  V.  Armitage,  I'\  linker,  H.  Baker,  F.  W. 
K.  Wahis,  W.  Marshal',  H.  Lewis,  .!.  H.  Wake- 
field 1.  W.  Foster,  U.  Goodhall,  J.  Greaves.  I'. 
Gamble,  A.  Willis,  C.  Jackson,  H.  Daykin,  J. 
Cooper  J.  Thominet,  A.  Johnstone,  E.  Htnson,  1. 
Largs,  J.  Clayton,  W.  Blore,  J.  Taylor,  H.  Swainc, 
H.  Bicknell,  W.  Gregory,  J.  Hack,  E  J.  Knight, 
W  Bass,  E.  J.  Bull,  H.  A.  Goodhall,  W.  A.  Sharpe, 
H  C.  Spenlove,  W.  Stevens,  R.  Bailey,  J.  Bailey, 
and  J.  Antcliffe.  Upon  the  table  was  displayed  a 
handsome  silver  challenge  cup,  presented  this  season  by 
Sir  Henry  Bromley,  the  society's  hon.  president,  for  tlio 
best  collection  of  coarse  fish  ot  all  varieties,  won  by  Mr. 


Wallis;  the  president's  medal,  Mr.  F.  W.  k.  Wallis; 
committee's  medal,  bream,  Mr.  E.  Saywell ;  chub,  Mr.  F. 
Baker;  perch,  Mr.  T.  Large;  roach,  Mr.  W.  Gregory. 
Mr.  Chas.  Goodhall  counse  led  the  members  of  the  society 
te  do  their  utmost  to  put  a  stop  to  the  "  brutish  pollu- 
tion of  the  Trent,"  and  Mr.  Jackson  also  added  his  advice. 
The  remaining  toasts  were  "The  Host  and  Hostess," 
"  The  Chairman,"  "  The  Secretary,"  and  "The  Artists." 
As  is  always  the  case  at  the  Wellington  dinners,  the 
musical  programme  was  of  exceptional  merit,  loth  instru- 
mentally  and  vocilly.  Mr.  Gregory  was  an  excellent 
acsompanist. 

WITHAM  ANGLING  SOCIETY. 

At  a  special  meeting,  held  June  12,  it  was  resolved-to 
alter  rule  5  as  to  sub  cri[,tions.    It  will  now  read  : 

(a)  Ordinary  members  5s.  per  annum ;  the  year  to  be 
counted  from  Jan.  1.  In  special  cases  the  committee  may 
accept  a  small ;r  payment  from  local  members. 

(6)  Honorary  members  10s.  (id.  and  upwards. 

(c.)  Persons  residing  within  a  distance  of  ten  miles  of 
Witham  may  procure  fishing  t'ekets  from  tho  secretary  at 
(id.  each  per  day  per  rod.  _  • 

So  that  it  will  be  se^n  fiat  any  member  ot  a  London 
club  will  not  for  tho  iuture  bo  able  to  have  a  daily  ticket, 
but  those  wishing  to  yin  t'10  sccLt.,  w,H  have  their  names 
put  lefore  tho  committee  at  one,  and,  if  passed  will,  on 
receipt  of  tho  subscription,  receive  a  card  of  mo-nber^hip. 
.  F.  C.  Dean. 


UNITY  COUNCIL. 

The  weekly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Sessions  House 
Hotel  on  Thursday.  Delegate*  from  the  various  societies 
interested  wore  present.  It  was  decWol  that  two  dele- 
gates from  each  society  be  invited  to  attend.  The  canvuss 
of  various  clubs  wore  proceeded  with,  and  it  is  hoped  in 
tho  near  future  that  the  canvass  will  be  completed. 

'Charles  S.  Patterson,  Hon.  Sec. 


I.  to 


Jingling  fixtures. 

June  20.  — 

Bermondsey  Brothers  :  Prize  outing. 
Clapham  Strollers  !  Roving  match. 
Clissold :  Prize  outing  and  concert. 
Globe  :  Match  at  Amberley. 
Izaak  Walton  :  Match  at  Yalding. 
Lincoln :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Mr.  Eldridge's  A.B.S.  competition. 
Phcenix :  Brake  outing. 
Prince  of  Wales :  Outing  to  Amberley. 
Queen's  Piscatorials  :  Competition  atLangley 
Rose  and  Crown  :  Outing  to  Langley. 
South  London  :  Match  at  Wa^eringbury 
West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peverel 
Wimbledon  :  Outing. 
June  21. 

Cambridge  Heath:  Distribution. 
Lincoln  :  Visit. 
June  22. 

Battersea  Friendly  :  Roving  match. 
Clapham  Strolleis  :  Roving  match. 
North  London :  Match. 
Stepney :  Match  at  Dagenham. 
Walworth  Waltonians  :  Outing. 
White  Hart :  Prize  outing. 
June  23. 

North  London  :  Match  at  Ashurst. 
June  25. 
A.B.S. :  Committee  meeting. 


.lune 


July     i  — 


27 
27, 
27. 
27. 
27 
27. 
27. 
27. 
27. 
27. 
28. 
28. 
29. 
2!). 
30. 
30 
i. 
4, 
4. 
4. 
(». 
18. 


.— Allason  United  :  Match  at  Langley. 
—Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow 
—Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge.' 
— Dulwich:  Outing  to  Pulborough. 
, — Earlstield  :  Outing  to  Staines. 
—Firm  and  True  :  Competition. 
—Hearts  of  Oak :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 
— St.  John's  :  Prize  outing. 
— Serapis  :  Outing  to  St.  Neots. 
—West  Newington  :  Competition, 
—Clissold :  Distribution. 
— Prince  of  Wales  :  Visit. 
— Gresham  :  Trout  fishing  in  any  waters. 
— Hoxton  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
—Izaak  Walton  :  Prize  outing. 
—Serapis :  Annual  dinner. 
■Battersea  Friendly  •  Match  at  Amberley 
■Junior  Fly  Fishers  :  Outing  on  the  Crane. 
•Lincoln  :  Competition. 
-Sundial :  Brake  outing. 
•Islington  Brothers  :  Visit. 
■Clarence  :  Outing  at  Langley. 


Eeptts  from  Cluts 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensureinsertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
Th,fsdaV  ™9ht's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette  Si.  Dwistan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London'' 
marked  ''Club  Report  "  outside  envelope.  JJUnaon- 

,„  AaSler,S'  Association.  —  The  monthly  delegate  meetine 

Uhubw        0D  7  CVening  next'  J"ne        «•  H  3°  ~K 

weU^^'r36-?^016,11*  Soo.i:ety.  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerken- 
weii-rjad,  0.—  The  next  committee  meeting  will  take  nlace  on 
I nday  evening  next,  Juie  25,  at  8.30.  I  beg  to  aoknowledge  wUh 
thanks,  the  receipt  of  10s.  Od.  from  the  South  Bermondsef  Pisca 
tonals  as  a  donation. — B.  Ghurney  y  risca 

t^^a18'  Ass°ciatioa  ana  South  London  Visiting 
Iilst.-A  combined  return  visit  on  the  above  lists  took  place on 
.Tun,  1,  at  the  Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun  BonTface 
street,  Westminster,  when  a  very  pleasant  evening  was  snent 
On  the  roll  being  called  nineteen  clubs  were  wel Frepresente  1 

-T  &ntkr.  *'  Ea8t  Surr6y  Gr°Te'  Pfi^ham;  date  liter8 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society.— Tenth  Lea  Competi 

theNr7ceioroTy,heSlfnPOrt  1  b"g  ^1-owledge,  witi? than £ 
trie  receipt  of  the  following  sums:  Alma,  9s-   Clissold     el  • 

S  »Ulb":  °laPt0n  Pa,'k'  2S- ;  Wen]0ck'  7s-  Anglers'  Pride!  ofr 

AUason  United  Brothers  Angling  Sooietv  Duke  of 

Sussex,  Uxbridge-street.  Netting  Hill  ffate  _  AbVmt  thlrfv 
members  assembled  on  June  In.  when  we  added  three honorary 
and  one  working  member  to  our  list,  and  Mr.  Danes  offered  a 
prize  Our  first  pegged-down  inatch  takes  place  on  June  27  for 
six  prizes  In  the  A.A.  Fishery,  Langley  an,  Slough  anal  con- 
ditions win  be  notified  at  next  meeting ;  all  to  be  a?  club  on  2  °rd 
'  £Z]I  "A™*  C'ear;h«  b00k".  &C-BHN  ABRAHAMS  ' 

^iri  r  <  An^UTn?  Society,  Ooach  and  Horses,  Portsmouth- 

Wooeife  and°E  Car"™ ™  "i  *-°--Af .°«  »«*  ™et1n"  Messrs. 
»l.d  ir  tw.  ™  I  e  I  eIlcted  workin£  members.  I  shall  be 
f!    ™.  £  6  me,nbers  wh°  nave  not  attended  lately  will  n  ease 

^,rAnlicable  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Bald-faced  Stair 

Worship-street  Finsbury.-^wo  now  mfmtcrs  elected  An 
outing  w.ll  take  place  at  Harlow,  on  June  27  for  a series  of 
5Pe(?*w,Jb"*f  prlz6B-    Train  fr«m  Liverpoollstree?  m  ™ 

e  ected   secretary,  Mr.   Hubbard  resigning     On  Tune  15  Mr 
^S^n^o^y^ 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 

»ItpnrttSrkinf  "\e?h?i  at,  ,ast  meeting,  which  was  successfully 
attended,  and  a  lot  of  business  got  through.   On  June  20  we  have 

an  %3°*  P''ize  °KUting;  a,so  00  TuSsday,  the  22nd,  we  have 
an  open  roving ;  members  can  weigh-in  up  to  12  p.m     Our  prize 

kTndivbflnnZCD'and  I-Sha11  b6»lad  if  intendfng  dono?sPwfll 
kindly  hand  their  names  in  as  soon  as  possible.— S  Violet 

n  wmw„nv,  Anflin*  Society,  Victory  Hotel,  Clarence  road. 

Kin^7i^  d  eg«   mletiDg  on  June  10-  and  de<=ided  to  go  to 
King  s  Langley  for  first  brake  outing  on  July  18    Mr  White 
gave  a  good  prize  for  the  largest  jack.-E  Boxaix 
Clerkenwell  and  District  Visiting  List —The  next 

wLZ Ib6t  t0,  £6  .Lincoln  A  S  "  held  *  "  Metropolian 
Winchester-street  King's  Cross,  on  June  21.    The  competition  in 

KSfM         the  above  wi»  ta*e  Ptaee  at  AmberleyT  July  4 

^th?iisLThcrSTEcLI,can  be  had  from  the  secretaries  °f  ClUbS 

™?iiS!(°}d  ^n?Un&  Society,  The  Cricketers,  Northwold- 
road,  Stoke  Newington,  N.-On  June  20  members  fish  for  five 
prizes,  open  to  all  waters,  with  the  exception  of  the  Lea  Through 
unforeseen  crcumstances,  our  distribution  will  be  put  oft  till 

"r^r-i-^r wl" not  be  any  meeting  °s 

W^Sfmst?*^™*  Soc'ety,  The  Plough,  Bochester-row, 
It  l  »A',,mi  meeting  on  June  16  it  was  agreed 

that  the  match  at  Weybndge  be  postp-ned  until  June  27.  The 
delegate  gave  his  report  from  the  Central  Association  A.  special 
L  WHigTBS       *  f°r  JUDe  30  t0  d6al  with  itnPortan°bustoePss  - 

Arm^T  C?e?k^w»kland  ^atorial  Society,  Middlesex 

Dl^eonJUn«lk  ?  t^M*"'  °™  annual  outing  took 

puce  on  June  13  at  St.  Margaret's,  a  capital  spread  being  nro- 

Mr  P  l^LL*  T^e"-  M,r-,A'  Pratt  t00b  tb«  chair  faegedP  by 
hnnnn'™?  ™y>  -^l  USa^  Ioyal  and  other  ^ts  were  duly 
St,,?  ?-'Ze  i8t  wuas  ca»edover,  and  liberally  responded 
h„'«  ft  fading  it  with  a  Conation  of  £3  3s.  On  Wecnesday 
Ave  gentlemen  were  proposed  as  members,  and  will  be  balloted 

YtV  Wlll  aU  meml)e"  a"e°d  early  next  week,  to  arrange 
prize  list  for  next  season.— G.  H.  Franklin  ge 

tuE^ESJSWrSH  So??ety-  Brcwmow  ArrrB.  Brownlow- 

street,   Dalston.-On  June  15  our  return  visit  on  the  A  A  List 

prised  thlt  lSml  not\S  ans;rriDg  t0the  ro11  cal1'  1  am 

rtonarn.hi  //        °thear'^e  °f    CertaiD  Club«,   ^  I  have 

b»? ?r/n  v :  t0  rel'resfntibe  D.A.  when  business  allowed.  Mem 
^  have  not  received  privilege  tickets  will  oblige  by  letting 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Societv  The  AdoI'o  All 
Saints-road  Westbourne  Park._%n  June  2^'  our  flr^ma teh  o 
the  season  takes  place  at  Uxbridge.  All  start  by  the  ™°o  from 
Paddmgton.  Members  are  requested  to  attend  and  order  the? 
privileges  soon  as  possible.— W,  Jenkins 

H5?Si  ^"°nAialls  Ogling  Society,  East  Dulwich 
barters Ts^rZ^  yeT7  succes8ful  ^oker  was  held  at  head- 
quarters last  Tuesday,  over  seventy  members  and  their  friends 

r?S?P,nHL  ^  °-  DUD1°P  0CCupied  the  chair-  faced  Wr 
Cutis,  and  the  evening  was  a  most  enjoyable  one.  Mr.  Dunlop 
presented  the  test.monal  to  the  hon.  secretarv,  and  complimented 
Morl?eI1rPthinmafIlner  ^  had  alwa^S  discharged  his  duties.  Mr. 
S  f,e^.w°rds.  warmly  thanked  the  members  for  their 

kind  presents  (which  consisted  of  a  splendid  roach  pole,  with  an 
inscription  thereon  ;  a  tackle  case,  complete  in  every  detail -  and 
various  other  articles  useful  to  an  angler).  The  secretarv 
announced  that  the  flr^t  competition  woukftake  place  on  June^ 
5eiP.0t^°ULd  be  Pu'b°i-o«gB.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was 
The  net?  cba!™an  and  vice-chairman,  and  all  the  a™ Tt" 

The  next  meeting  mght  will  be  June  25. 

Swro„fiT»?B^  Society,  Half  way  House,  Earlsfleld, 

.to  «„l  J  tbe  vlce-P'-esident,  Mr.  Gathercole,  took  the 
le,v  °,g  Wa-S  arraDSe(l       June  27  at  Staines;  train 

eaves  Clapham  Junction  at  8.25  a  m.,  returning  from  Staines  at 
Mr  Pf  W  i  f°r  Mr-  Ro.tberham's  prize;  all  fish  to  weigh, 
mr.  i.  w.  Gomm  was  unanimously  appointed  the  delegate  to 

AsSm°nUr  0Ciety  f '  r^ng  0t  tbe  Thamf s  Be  Sing 
Association  Owing  to  the  Jubilee  celebrations  there  will  be  no 
meeting  on  Tueslay  next. — A .  Traquair, 


Firm  and    True"  Angling  "society,   Prince  George, 
i,  Walworth.  —  W>  got  through  our  business 


Hillingdon-street,   .  L.„,     „,  .,.  .„     ,„   ,  ,   , 

sharp  last  mee.ing  night  and  paid  a  visit  to  the  ^5osy  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  unaffiliated  anglers  in  the  neighbourhood  to 
the  advantages  we  offer.  Itules  and  all  particulars  fny  club  night 

-T  Eosser  7         8     W°king  Br0a<i  Mead8'  oa  3uxie  27- 

Cl?b0lf7eHn^bHe\Ang^n^Socle^  West  London  Trades- 
Club,  3/,  Howland-street,  W.-A  special  general  meeting  will  take 
place  on  June  2fi,  at  9  o'clock  p.m..  to  pass  the  new  rfieT  when 
all  members  are  requested  to  attend. — J.  E.  L  uvford 

road  SE.-The  fifteenth  annual  meetirgwas  held  on  June  11, 
« ^^T'        l)reside"f.  occupying  the  chair.    Out  cf  a 
loiai  oi  x.i  ,d    for  expenses  incurred  during  the  twelve 

months  ending  April,  only  one  guinea  was  paid  fof  a  t  oupTe  of 
'  remaiQder,  being  Siven  for  donations  &c 
«nrt  M  ™"1  was  re-elected  president  fir  the  ensuing  year 
and  Messrs.  E.  Eyder  and  T.  Forbutt  vice-presidents 
The  following  were  also  re-elected:  Mr.  J  H  E  oh  treasurer- 
C  6  Green  •  _^ES,W-  ^\  T.Wollind,'  Evokes; 

Ka,Z  I  '       Ohalkley   and  J.  Haigb,  committeemen;  Mr.  W 
'  £°n-  SeX  A  I2te  of  thank9  was  Bi^n  to  Messrs.  Lee  and 
gu  nr i  for  auditing  the  accounts;  also  to  the  officers  and  com- 
mittee for  services  rendered  during  the  year.   Mr.  Wm  Eich 

iT  i,WHSof  y«elfCtCd  f"  "Ctive  ™ember-    The  annual  outing  will 
be  held  at  Watenngbury  on  Tuesday,  July  13.    Further  par- 
ticulars will  be  announced.— W.  K  p" 
Gresham  Angling  Society,  Masons'  Hall  Tavern,  Cole- 

w«hi^  f  W6°'  aHended  meetinK  of  the  above  sodety 

was  held  last  Tuesday,  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr  J  Tavler 
the"^  fibers  were  elected.  It  was  resolved  that  some  of 
the  swims  at  the  society's  water  at  Kelvedon  should  be  cleared  of 
"lY11  dasub-committee  of  four  members  was  appointed  to  see  i 
carried  out  m  a  satisfactory  manner.  As  this  stretch  of  roach  water 
is  undouWlly  one  of  the  best  in  the  country,  and  now  t  aTthls 
measure  has  been  decided  on,  tbe  members  may  anticipate "ome 
hi H  ak6T  d"r,D«  the  comi»g  ^ason.  A  pike  of  101b.  2oz  ,  caught 
hhte  Mr  iw'ifS  aDd,  set  u"  bv  Co°Vr>  "as  placed' on  the 

child'ren  nf   IM-  W  ^  ^  fPPeal  °D  bahalf  °f  ,ho  widow  and 
Vi  .  «  S-  Baber'  a  Peal  boatn'an,  who  was  drowned  last 
week,  whilst  fishing  near  the  (loodwin  Sands,  and  a  substantia] 

fTthS  ^cif t6d  dUnDg  th,?  tveniD*-  Afiy  f «th«  contributions 
add,  ess-  * PTr"?  c«e»' 'be  «Iad»y  received  at  the  following 
addiess :  Gresham  Buildings,  Basinghall-stree,  E.C.  The 
following  fishing  reports  wore  made:  Dr.  Patterson,  one  and  a 

PaiLr  ,trn,,°t  1°^^  IP^  Mr'  Ar,hl,r-  "ome  trout i  Mr 
Paiker,  trout;  Mr.  Woodruff,  four  trout  (best  111b.);  Mr.  Gibson 
some  good  trout  from  the  Kennet.  The  followine  catches 
wbitin^ad°db,yKmembern8  ftt  N^hayen;  Mr.  Baston  fwo  co?e 
Z  nrl  gea,  ddab8;Mr'Conue»an  in  three  days,  two  score,  eight 
score  fifteen  and  three  score  plaice  and  dabs;  Mr.  Norman  a 
number  of  dabs  and  plaice.  Mr.  Alex  Wright  gave  a  v  .ry"nterest- 
rrfvenT.^MhH6  Nati0"al  ADg"n«  00mp 't  iticui  at  Loch 

was  felt  o„  hi^t  6  ,r6|;rten."'d,  the  80c''oty-  Great  satisfaction 
!  h         «      ""  h^had  8"'eeeded  in  coming  In  twelfth, 

with  nine  fish  weighing  81b.  18oz. ;  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  him  lor  having  attended  at  Loch  liven.    There  will 

the  2tftn  inst.,  there  will  be  trout  fishing  in  any  water.— E.  O.  C. 
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Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown,  Brick- 

lane,  Uethnal  Green.— Our  outing  takes  place  on  June  27,  to 
ilarlow.  1  rain  from  Liverpool-street  at  8  a.m. ;  start  fishing  at 
10  o  clock;  leave  off  at  5  45.  Hoping  members  will  clear  up, 
to  make  themselves  eligible.  -C.  Smith. 

Islington  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Myddleton  Arms, 
Canonbury-road  — On  Tuesday  Mr.  G.  Holder  took  the  chair.  Our 
return  visit  on  No.  2  Eastern  District  will  take  place  on  July  6, 
when  I  hope  to  have  a  good  muster.  Members  wishing  to  renew 
their  privilege  ticket  6hould  kindly  forward  remittance.— J.  H. 
Herbert. 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's  Head, 

Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.  —  The  members  competed  fOT 
three  special  prizes,  on  June  10,  in  the  Stort,  but  not  one  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  the  required  weight,  so  they  will  be  fished  for 
again  on  the  30rh  ;  same  conditions.  Th*re  are  three  special 
prizes  to  be  competed  for  on  June  20,  at  Yalding  — H.  B. 

Lincoln  Angling  Society,  Metropolitan,  Winchester- 
street,  Pentonville.— On  June  20  we  fish  at  Ambeilevfor  a  series 
or  prizes,  all  to  start  on  the  morning.  Our  balance-sheet  was 
passed,  and  the  club  is  in  a  good  flna-cial  condition.  The  return 
visit  on  tbet  .D.V.L.  will  lake  place  on  Mond.y  next.  June  21 
Clubs  tnit  have  not  had  written  notice  kindly  accept  this  intima- 
tion^   Mr.  Caley  was  elected  a  working  memb3r.— W.  Watlino. 

Mitre  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Mitre  Tavern.  Kings- 
gate-street,  Holboin.— On  June  14  Mr.  Herry  Collins  was  pro- 
posed a  working  member.  Will  members  please  atterd  on  the 
2lst  for  special  business,  also  to  take  up  their  privileges,  as  we 
have  several  prizes  for  the  commencement  of  season  —A.  Tori.iS. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle, 
Church-street,  Edgware  rr ad.  —  We  bad  a  large  muster  of 
membe  s.  We  fish  our  first  out'ng  on  Juce  20,  at  Amberley.  It 
was  also  arranged  to  hold  our  return  visit  on  Monday,  June  28, 
when  I  hope  we  shall  be  well  supported.— W.  B. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  yueen  b  nrm«,  ia,  Chapel-st'^et, 
fcdgwara-road,  N.  W.— Members  are  reminded  'hat  the  compete  on 
at  .Langl  y  takes  place  on  June  20,  leaving  Paddington  8.10  a.m 
train;  thirteen  prizes  to  be  fished  lor.  Will  these  who  have  not 
yet  ordered  their  privilege  and  benevolent  tickets  do  so  at  once  — 
1>E0.  Keene. 

Boss  and  Crown  Angling  Socle  y,  Harcourt  Armi, 
tlarcourt-Btrest,  Marylebone-road.— We  fish  our  first  mitch  at 
L.angley  on  June  20;  roving.  We  enrollei  seven  new  members 
on  Monday  last,  and  we  are  in  ho;es  of  doing  the  same  again  in 
the  near  future. — A.  E.  Payne. 

Boyil  George  Analing  Society,  Queen's  Aims  Hotel, 
JJateman-street,  ooho.-Ou  June  1(J  we  had  a  good  meeting,  and 
elected  Messrs.  Steptoe  and  Pope  as  working  members,  and  one 
honorary  member..  Also  were  proposed  three  new  memhers  for 
election  next  week.  Owing  to  pressure  of  business  wo  were 
compelled  to  postpone  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Galloway's  prizes 
until  next  meeting,  when  I  hope  all  members  will  attend.  Tickets 
are  now  ready.— Eei'Orter. 

,rS°hool  Board  Anglers,  School  Board  for  London, 
Victoria  Embankment,  W,C— Our  annual  meeting  was  held  on 
iun-j  1'  ,After  the  election  of  fie  committee  and  officers,  it  was 
decided  that  the  application  of  the  club  to  both  associations 
(Anglers  and  Central)  should  be  continued,  and  that  railway 
privilege  tickets  should  be  obtained  from  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion, and  certificates  of  membership  (for  such  members  as 
desired  them)  should  be  obtained,  as  last  year,  from  the  Central 
Association. — A.  Hillam. 

Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Sun,  Bonifare- 
Btreet,  Westminster  Bridge-road.— Our  concert  on  June  15  was  a 
great  success,  nineteen  clubs  answering  to  the  roll  i  Bermondsey 
Brothers,  Anglers'  Pride,  Waggoners,  Biackfriars,  St.  Thomas's, 
South  Bermondsey  Piscatorials,  Clapham  Junction, Collingwood, 
b  urn  and  True,  Sharp  Waltonians,  Battersea  Piscatorials,  Cosy. 
Koyal  George,  Funny  Folks,  Central,  and  Independent.— W 
Anstey.  ■■;';?, 
„oSouth^  london  Angling  Society,  George  and  Dragon, 
23l>,  Oamberwell-road,  S.W.-On  Wednesday  Mr.  Dettmer  took 
the  first  prize  at  Ashurst  j  the  s:eond  was  not  taken,  and  will  be 
fished  for  on  Wednesday  next,  at  the  same  place.  On  June  20  we 
fish  for  three  prizes  at  Wateringbury ;  go  by  first  train.  The 
new  prize  list  and  privilege  tickets  are  now  ready.— J.  J.  F 

Stepney  Angling  Society  B'e  Hive,  Ehodeswell-road, 
Stepney.— We  fish  a  pegged  down"  match  at  Dagenham  Cutting  on 
iuesday  next  (Jubilee  Day)  for  twelve  prizes,  when  I  hope  to  see 
a  good  muster.  We  have  made  six  new  members,  and  there  is 
plenty  room  for  more. — W.  Woodi'ORd. 

Stratford  Angling  Society  (late  Great  Eastern),  Dorset 
Arms,  -Leytoii-road,  Stratfoid  New  Town.— The  ninth  annual 
distribution  of  prizes  and  smoking  concert  took  place  on  Tuesday 
and  a  most  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.  The  fol'owing  members' 
took  prizes  i  F.  Bates,  T.  Sandiland,  F.  Humphreys,  J.  Bace  W 
Cars,  F.  Hudson,  G.  Weaver,  W.  Steer,  and  J.  Grande — S.  F 
WEAVER. 

Sundial  Angling  Society,  Plough  and  Harrow,  King- 
street,  Hammersmith,  W.-On  J  mie  15  we  had  a  strong  muster 
or  members.  The  brake  outing  has  been  arranged  for  Julv  4 
starting  at  midnight  on  Saturday  from  club-house.  Next  Tuesday 
being  Jubilee  Day,  the  weekly  meeting  will  be  postponed  until 
Thursday,  the  24th  inst. — J.  Jenninhs. 

Waggoners'  Angling  Society,  White  Lion,  Albert 
embankment.— We  had  a  good  meeting  on  June  15,  Mr.  A.  Pain 
in  the  chair.  Messrs.  W.  Fair  and  W.  J.  Fair  were  balloted  for 
ami  duly  elected  ;  and  two  new  members  were  nominated— Mr  g' 
Lloyd  and  Mr.  W.  Lloyd.  Several  more  prizes  have  been  added 
to  our  list. — II.  C. 

Western  Piscatorials,  Berwick  Arms,  Berners-street,  W 
—  the  annual  dinner  and  prize  distribution  took  place  on  June  16 
and  was  a  great  success  ( Ur.  Warner  in  the  chair).  'lhe  large 
company  included  some  old  and  well-honoured  anglers  The 
toasts  were  excellently  proposed,  and  some  very  appropriate 
speeches  were  made,  whilst  the  harmony  was  first-class  Under 
such  conditions  a  very  enjoyable  evening  was  spent.— A  Moimiv 
,,Wost^,Ha?n  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses,  The  Grove,  Stratford.-I  hope  members  will  not  forget 
match  at  Hatfield  Peverel  on  the  20th,  all  to  go  by  the  last  train 
on  Saturday  night,  winch  leaves  Stratfoid  at  11.20  p.m.,  Forest 
Gate  at  12.21  a  in.  ;  and  we  have  three  prizes  to  fish  for  on  Jubilee 
day,  anywhere,  for  tho  heaviest  catch  of  fish.  On  that  day 
members  can  leave  by  any  train  after  midnight.— It.  Lowthbr 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  r,  l,  K,  i,.i,.  Regenc*- 
street.— On  June  l(i  tho  chairman,  vice-chairman,  treasurer 
secretary,  and  delegate  were  re-elected;  Messrs.  Bean  and 
Hichardeon,  auditors ;  and  Humphrey,  reporter.  Two  new 
members  were  olocted.  Our  host,  Mr.  Tidloy,  was  made  a 
working  member  Bules  were  revised  and  passed.  A  list  opened 
and  prizes  to  the  value  of  about  £7  promised,  including  one  of  the 
value  of  1  guinea  by  Mr.  Tidloy  for  the  Mist  specimen.— S  J  II 
.» ™  f  SJ  N«yinKto,n  Attffliag  Society,  Rising  Sun,  Harper- 
street,  New  Kei  l-road,  S.E.— On  June  16  wo  held  our  first  annual 
concert,  al  which  the  prizss  weie  distributed,  the  chief  winners 
being  Messrs.  G.  F.  Montgomery,  J.  Hattersley,  E.  King  H 
Alums  and  I.  Hockerday.  Several  members  of  the  Trliittv 
Musical  Society,  notably  Mr.  F.  Cowell,  Mr.  Walter  James,  Mr 
Clhas.  I'lunimer,  Mr.  Alf.  Allen,  and  Mr.  Alexander  Elwards  the 
tamous  cornet  player,  were  present,  and  contributed  lareeW  to 
the  evenirg'e,  entertainment.  Mr.  J.  Hattersley  occupied  the 
chair.  Our  first  competition  this  season  will  lie  bold  on  June 
(roving),  and  to  take  part  in  this,  members  are  requested  to  It 
once  apply  for  their  privilego  ticltets.-G.  F.  Montiiombrv. 
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White  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Tottenham 
Hale  N  —The  following  prizes  are  to  be  fished  tor  on  J ubilee  Day 
(June  22) :  Messrs.  Hayward  and  Parretfs  10s  Mr.  B  Hawkin  s 
copper  kettle,  Mr.  H.  Short's  general  rod.  Open.  Fishing  for 
club  prizes  to  commenca  on  July  4.  Committee  to  meet  on 
Friday  2Mb,  to  arrange  dates  and  fix  places,  and  where  the 
several  prizes  shall  be  fished  for  during  the  ensuing  season. 

Wimbledon  Piscatorial  Society-The  first  outing  of  the 
season  takes  place  on  June  20,  on  the  Wey.  Three  money  prizes 
are  down  for  competition.  Fifteen  "  specials  "  have  been  already 
offered  by  members  and  friends,  iacludiog  a  sterling  silver 
challenge  cup.  The  total  prize  fund  amounts  to  over  £11.  lion, 
members  are  allowed  to  fish  the  society's  new  water  (four  miles) 
on  payment  of  the  minimum  subscription  of  os.— S.  Peskkti'. 


LATEJsJEWS. 

RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 

Ballinderry  (Coagh,  co.  Tyrone).-This  stream  was 
verv  low  prior  to  Monday,  when  the  heavy  ram  raised  it  consider- 
ably and  revivf d  angling.  On  Tuesday  Mr.  Barlowe  killed  seven 
trout  at  Lanaglug,  and  several  other  anglers  had  half  a  dozen  fish 
—J.  A.  B.  >  , 

Ballynahinch  Fishery.— Since  last  report  we  nave  Had  a 
good  rise  of  water,  quite  sufficient  for  fish  to  get  into  any  part ot 
the  fishery.  Peal  are  now  running  very  numerously,  and  when 
weather  settles  the  followiug  fortnight  should  be  real  good. 
While  writing  it  is  blowing  a  full  gale.-WAt.TEit  BlAi'KADPKR 

Bush  (Bushmills,  co.  Antrim).-A  freshet  in  the  nvei 
this  week  did  a  lot  of  good,  and  salmon  fishing  should  be  fair 
when  the  river  tones  down.— J.  A.  B.  ..  _   

Deveron  (Banffshire).— One  of  the  heaviest  rainfalls  expe 
rienced  in  this  district  for  some  time  took  place  on  Wednesday  ot 
this  week.  In  the  beginning  of  the  week  the  weather  was 
threatening,  and  on  the  early  part  of  Monday  rain  fell  heavily. 
Early  on  Wednesday  morning,  however,  quite  a  storm  ot  wraa 
and  rain  commenced,  and  continued  throughout  the  day.  Ihe 
wind  was  blowing  from  a  northerly  direction,  and  the  heavy  seas 
have  done  not  a  little  damage  to  the  stake  and  bag  nets  along  the 
coast.  The  rivsr  Deveron  is  in  high  flood,  and  the  discolouration 
of  the  sea,  to  a  great  extent,  round  the  coast  shows  to  what  extent 
the  flood  has  cleansed  the  river  of  the  debris  that  has  been  accu- 
mulating for  some  time.  When  the  weather  settles,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  both  net  and  rod  fishing  will  show  an  improve- 
ment. In  fact,  for  the  past  week  the  returns,  from  the  coast 
especially,  were  a  good  deal  better  than  that  of  several  weeks 
back.  jj  "vy 

Melvich'(Satherlandshire.)-On  June  s,  Mr.  McEwen,  on 
Loch  Caorach,  had  twenty-three  trout,  141b.;  Dr.  Douglas,  on 
Loch  Eglais,  six  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Lucas,  on  Loch  Callum,  twenty- 
seven  trout,  141b. ;  Mr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Baligill,  seven  trout, 
5!b  June  8,  Mr.  Cook,  cn  Caol  Loch,  had  seven  trout,  91b. ;  Dr. 
Douglas,  on  Loch  Baligill,  seven  trout,  -31b.  On  the  10th,  Mr. 
Cooper,  on  Loch  Eglais,  had  eight  trout,  81b. ;  Dr.  Douglas,  oil 
Caol  Loch,  three  trout,  l|.b. ;  Mr.  Lucas,  jun.  on  Loch  Mall, 
seventeen  trout,  fllb. ;  Mr.  Lucas,  sen.,  on  the  Halladale,  thirty 
■  trout  12Ub.  11th,  Dr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Eglais,  fourteen  trout, 
12Mb  12th,  Dr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Caorach,  eighteen  trout,  141b. ; 
Mr  Cooper  sea  fishing,  two  halibut,  two  skate,  twenty  saithe. 
14th.  Mr.  J.  C.  Kandall,  on  Loch  Aeran,  twenty  trout,  91b  ;  Mr. 
Wm  RandeU,  on  Loch  Caorach,  seven  trout,  Gib  ;  Mr.  Lucas,  on 
Caol  Loch,  eight  trout,  71b. ;  Mr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Crasjach, 
thirty-two  trout,  181b. 

Mourne  (Newtonstewart,  co.  Tyrone). — A  big  flood 
swept  the  river  on  Tuesday,  and  a  few  salmon  have  been  seen  in. 
the  lower  water,  so  that  by  the  end  of  this  week  a  big  run  of  fish 
may  be  expected.  — J.  A.  B.  .  ' 

Moy  (Hotel  Waters,  Poxford).— For  the  last  four  days 
Major  Watkins  got  ten  salmon,  and  Mrs.  P.  J.  Coghlan  Ave,  the 
heaviest  weighing  1110  ;  Master  Glover,  three,  «lb.  each;  Mr. 
McGill  four,  51b.  each.  A  good  mans  trout  brought  to  creel.  W  e 
expect  good  angling  for  the  next  month,  as  we  have  a  nice  Hood 
on.    Majority  killed  by  Jim  Hearns.—  P.  J.  C. 

Yore  at  Hawes.— (Jood  flood  yesterday,  a  few  basket  taken 
with  minnow  and  worm ;  river  will  be  in  good  order  for  fly  for 
the  next  week.  Mr.  Whitaker  and  Mr.  Hoyle  took  some  good 
baskets  on  Lake  Lemerwater  and  Yore  last  week.—  Fawcktt. 

CLUBS. 

Battersea  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Hotel, 

Queen's-road,  Battersea,  S.W.— Final  arrangements  for  Jubilee 
match  made  on  the  20th.  Our  first  ordinary  club  match  will  take 
place  on  July  4,  roving,  in  Central  water  at  Pulborough.  We  have 
a  capital  prize  list,  and  numerous  new  members  have  joined  this 
season. — A.  T.  .        '  . 

Brompton  Angling  Society,  D'OyleyArms,  Marlborough 
road  Chelsea,  S.W.— The  annual  distribution  of  prizes  and  a 
smoking  concert  took  place  on  June  lfi.  Mr.  J.  11.  Richardson,  of 
Kingston,  occupied  the  chair,  Mr.  Frank  Goodwin  (Qresham 
AS)  the  vice;  Messrs.  Fred  Elliott,  H.  Evans.  A.  Cecil,  and 
Messrs.  Steptoe  and  Hudson,  of  the  Royal  Ueorge  A.S.  sang 
some  excellent  sentimental  songs;  Messrs,  J.  S.  Cockertoii.  H. 
Clements,  Victor  Bronton,  and  George  France  contributed  the 
comic  part  with  some  very  amusing  songs.  During  the  evenin" 
Mr  Richardson  presented  the  prizes,  Mr.  Moore  headin, 
the  list  with  six,  two  of  which  were  for  the  heaviest  specimei. 
roacb,  and  two  for  the  heaviest  bream;  Mr.  F.  Brigge,  five,  which 
included  prizes  for  the  heaviest  tench  and  chub,  and  the  greatest 
number  of  roach  weighing  over  lib.  each:  Mr.  E.  Briggs,  four, 
among  which  were  prizes  for  the  heaviest  barbel  and  carp;  Mr. 

0  Poole,  three,  for  specimen  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Brown 
two  which  were  won  with  a  jack  of  lfijlb. ;  Mr.  Cecil,  two, 
Mr.  Roacb,  two ;  Mr.  Robson,  one  ;  and  Mr.  Davis,  one. 
The  total  weight  of  fish  weighed  into  the  club  during  the  season 
is  well  op  to  the  average  being  4411b.  odd,  and  the  prizes  which 
were  won  were  all  taken  with  the  exception  of  two  with  specimen 
llsh.  A  new  prize  list  was  opened,  and  a  good  many  members 
offered  prizes  for  the  coming  season.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  accorded  to  the  chairmen,  several  toasts  were  drunk,  and 
very  enjovablc  evening  was  spent. — II.  R. 

Colling  wood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms,  Stam- 
ford-street, Blackfriars,  S.E.— I  hope  all  members  will  go  out  on 
June  20,  and  do  our  tew  host  a  good  turn.  We  made  another 
new  member  this  week,  and  also  added  another  prize  to  the  list. 

1  beg  to  tender  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  members  and  friend?  fo<' 
their  kindness  to  me  during  my  long  spell  of  illness.— W.  Ash. 

Blgin  Angling  Society,  Blenheim  Arms,  Blenheim- 
crescent,  Netting  Hill.— Will  members  take  notice  that  owing  to 
the  Jubilee  our  weekly  meeting  will  take  place  on  Thursday, 
June  24,  instead  of  Tuesday,  I  hope  all  members  will  attend  to 
arrange  our  brake  outing. — G.  Kino. 

Junior  Fly  Fishers,  The  Five  Bells,  Moorflelds,  E.C.— 
June  17,  ordinary  meeting,  Mr.  G.  Ohlson  in  the  chair.  Several 
of  the  members  decided  on  a  fishing  expedition  on  Jubilee  Day, 
particulars  of  Mr.  Close,  at  above.  Privilege  tickets  are  now 
ready.  A  new  member  was  proposed.  Mr.  Connellan,  trout, 
from  Hertford ;  Mr.  Walker,  trout  from  the  Darenth  ;  Mr.  Close, 
trout  from  the  Chess.   Subscriptions  are  now  due.    An  evening 
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outing  will  take  place  on  the  Crane,  at  Isleworth,  on  Wednesday, 
July  7  all  members  invited.  Vote  of  thanks  to  chair  concluded 
the  proceedings.— Hon.  Reporter. 

Horth  Lambeth  Angling  Society,  Newcastle  Arms 
Hercules-road,  Lambeth.-The  members  mil  fish  a  match  at 
Byfleeton  June  20;  meet  at  Waterloo  8.15  main  hue;  book  to 
Weybridge.  Conditions  of  match,  and  all  information  at  the 
clubhouse.— E.  G.  ROB. 

Fenge  Angling  Society,  The  Lord  Palmerston,  Maple- 
road  Pen-e,  S.E.-At  our  meeting  on  Tuesday  last  a  proposition 
was  made  and  carried  that  all  the  members  rejoin  the  Anglers 
Association,  in  consequence  of  the  animosity  shown  bj '  the 
Central  Assoctation  re  the  amalgamation  scheme  Being  strongly 
in  favour  of  amalgamation,  we  think  it  only  right  to  stick  to  the 
original  association. — GEO.  MetCALF. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Pancras-road 
N  W— Mr  Milton  weighed-in  a  few  nice  dace  (best,  8oz.)  and 
roach  on  the  16th.   Don't  forget  7.30  sharp  on  the  20th.   B.  O. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress  S^Jobn* 
street^road.  ClerkenwelL— The  committee  met  on  the  lbth  and 
arranged  for  outing  on  June  27  for  several  prizes ;  the  match  to 
take  place  at  Weybridge  in  the  association  water ;  alltostaitby 
8  45  train  from  Waterloo. '  New  rule  books  and  privilege  cards 
are  to  hand;  gu'de  books  in  about  a  week. — F.  Thorlini;. 

Serapis  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Hotel,  High- 
street,  Stoke  Newin-ton.-The  club  will  have  an outing  at ,  St. 
Neots  on  the  27th  inst.  Full  particulars  to  be  had  at  clubhouse 
Wednesday  next.  Our  annual  dinner  takes  place  on  the  30th 
inst.  Members  are  requested  to  forward  their  names  and 
tickets  required  to  the  seeretary,  50,  Brighton-road,  South 
Hornsey,  without  delay.  We  have  made  nine  new  members  this 
month.— C.  Tilbury.  r>„„r„ 
Walworth  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  St.  Pauls 
Tavern  Westmorland-road,  Walworth,  S.E.  -  At  a  general 
meeting  our  books  were  audited  and  passed  for  the  last  season, 
and  an  outing  arranged  amongst  the  members  for  Jubilee  Day. 
I  shall  be  gl;id  to  see  a  good  attendance  on  Wednesday  next,  as 
we  wish  to  arrange  for  the  first  competition  of  the  season.— w. 
Wray.   __ 


WEST  LONDON  ANGLING  CLUB'S 
ANNUAL  DINNER. 
The  sixteenth  annual  dinner  of  this  old-established  and 
prosperous  club  was  held  on  Thursday  evening,  June  1/ 
at  the  Rutland  Hotel,  Mall-road,  Hammersmith.  Mr 
W    H    Elsmore,    the    president,    took    the  chair, 
faced    by    Mr.    R.    Dean.     Since   its    formation  in 
March    1881,  tbe  West  London  has  had  a  prosperous 
career,   and  this   is   in   no   small  way  due   to  the 
energy  and  unswerving  work  of  its  earlier  secretaries, 
and  officers  of  the  committee.    In  this  connection  the 
following  names  may  be  especially  mentioned  :  Messrs 
C.  R.  Stock,  H.  Jacques,  J.  Butler,  W.  Day,  T.  Hall, 
W  H  Tremaine,  E.  A.  Douglas  (founders),  and  the  late 
G  'S  Benham.    Since  1890  Mr.  J.  J.  Hunter  has  occupied 
the  post   of  honorary  secretary,  and  this  gentleman 
assisted  by  the  club's  worthy  president,  Mr.  W.H.  Elsmore. 
and  a  good  working  committe?,  have  kept  the  West  London 
well  up  to  tbe  front.     With  respect  to  the  particu  ar 
business  in  hand  on  Thursday  evening,  it  may  truthfully 
be  said  the  menu  gave  the  utmost  satisfaction,  whilst 
the  after    proceedings,  harmony  and    speeches  were 
of    a    most   entertaining    character.       The  yue<>n 
was    duly    honoured    in    bumpers,    following  which 
Professor  Aynsley  gave   a  very  clever  sleight-of-hand 
entertainment.     The  toast  of  the  evening      The  West 
London  Angling  Club,"  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Peart,  was 
drunk  enthusiastically,  and  suitably  responded  to  by  Mr. 
J   J    Hunter,  the  energetic  honorary  secretary.  An 
excellent   song,    "Drinking,"    by  Mr.  Fleming,  now 
occupied  attention,  following  which,  Mr.  Elsmore  and  Mr. 
Dean,  as  president  and  vice-president,  suitably  responded 
t )  the  drinking  of  their  healths,  a  toast— proposed  by  Mr. 
H  Afford.  Mr.  Austen  Leigh  admirably  rendered  Ihose 
Wedding  Bells  shall  not  ring  out,"  and  Mr.  Herbert  Siggs 
gave  a  very  humorous  ditty  enti>  led"  Leaving  them  alone. 
The  Chairman  now  propo;  ed  success  to  the  Central  Associa- 
tion and  the  Thames  Preservation  Society.  Coupled  with  this 
toa<t  the  names  of  Mr.  Thos.  Crumplen  and  Mr.  W  .  J.  Wade 
were  mentioned,  and  both  gentlemen  responded  in  suitable 
terms,  pointing  out  the  work  performed  by  both  bodies  for 
the  benefit  of  anglers  generally.  A  patriotic  song,  in  tact,  a 
fairly  "  Jubilee  "  one,  by  Mr.  Chas.  Hughes,  was  extremely 
well  rendered.    Several  other  toasts  were  interspersed 
with  some  capital  songs,  and  the  National  Anthem  con- 
cluded a  most  enjoyable  evening.    In  the  matter  ot  prizes 
for  the  ensuing  season  the  president,  Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore, 
and  Mr.  H.  Afford  head  the  list  with  five  guineas  eich, 
besides  which  there  are  silver  cups,  whilst  Mr.  F.  Berry, 
of  the  Friendly  Anglers,  presents  a  prize  of  a  guinea,  and 
altogether  a  long  list  of  awards  has  been  made  out. 


An  angler  on  one  of  the  upper  tributaries  of  the  Border 
Esk,  above  Langholm,  has  had  rather  a  peculiar  catch. 
He  had  been  fishing  with  bait,  and  had  gone  into  a  cottage 
to  procure  refreshments,  leaving  bis  rod  outside  with  a 
worm  dangling  on  a  hook  at  the  end  of  his  line.  During 
his  absence  a  hen,  espying  the  worm,  swallowed  both  it 
and  the  hook,  with  most  unpleasant  consequences.  I  t  was 
found  impossible  to  rescue  the  hook  and  line  without  first 
taking  off  the  head  of  the  hen.  [Why  did  they  not  use 
'■  Beavan's  Diagorger  "  ?]  • 


Notwithstanding  the  many  wonderful  developments 
science,  no  rival  has  yet  been  found  to  take  the  place  ot  Hollo- 
way's  Pills  and  Ointment  as  reliable  and  speedy  cures  for  the 
various  diseases  with  which  we  are  all  liable  to  be  afflicted,  lhe 
Ointment  is  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a  certain  remedy  tor 
sore  throat,  bronchitis,  coughs,  colds,  glandular  swellings,  gout, 
rheumatism,  and  all  skin  diseases.  The  Pills  have  justly  earned 
a  world-wide  reputation  for  all  female  complaints ;  for  infantile 
disorders  they  are.  invaluable,  and  they  are  an  unfailing  remedy 
for  all  disorders  affecting  the  liver  and  stomach.  It  would  be 
difficult.  Indeed,  to  name  a  complaint  for  which  both  the  1  ills  and 
dintmcnt  are  not  beneficial.  Thousands  of  people  in  all  parts  oi 
the  world  can  testify  to  their  merits.  They  are  suitablo  for  any 
climate  or  season  of  the  year. 
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It  is  with  extreme  regret  I  announce  the  death  of  Mr. 
Henry  Coxon's  beloved  wife,  who  pissed  away  after  great 
suffering.  The  well-known  angler  and  journalist  will  have 
the  sympathy  of  all  his  friends  and  acquaintances  in  his 
great  loss. 

The  usual  meeting  of  the  Piscatorial  Society  was  held 
at  the  Holborn  Restaurant  on  Monday  last,  Dr.  Patterson 
in  the  chair.  Mr.  Butter,  the  representative  ot  the 
society  at  Loch  Leven,  gave  a  report  of  his  experiences, 
as  did  Mr.  H.  N.  Campbell,  who  had  lately  returned  from 
Loch  Conn.  Mr.  Foreman,  the  treasurer,  had  also  been 
away  in  the  West  of  Scotland  on  his  annual  spring  outing. 
Many  members  told  of  their  May  Fly  outings,  the  general 
opinion  being  that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Itchen,  the 
fishing  has  been  most  disappointing. 

Mr  J.  Watkins,  of  the  Brunswick  Bros.,  announces 
that  he  has  obtained  permission  of  Mr.  Borrett  to  open 
a  marquee  at  Dagenham  Lake  for  the  accommodation  ot 
anglers  requiring  tea,  &c.  The  booth  will  be  open  from 
Saturday  till  Tuesday  in  Jubilee  week,  and  during  the 
season  from  Saturday  till  Sunday  night.  Dagenham  Lake 
is  well  stocked  with  bream,  roach,  perch,  pike,  and  eels. 
Pike  up  to  301b.  have  been  taken  from  this  water  last 
season. 

 >  »  »  ♦  <  

The  Leeds  and  District  Amalgamated  Society  of  Anglers 
are  evidently  keeping  well  up  with  the  times,  judging  from 
their  latest  venture— the  publication  of  a  monthly  journal 
devoted  to  angling  matters,  and  to  items  of  interest  to 
their  affiliated  members.  The  title  of  the  work  is  I  he 
Anglers'  Record,"  the  first  number  of  which  appears  this 
month  (June),  and  is  presented  gratis  to  members.  Little 
chatty  paragraphs  will  be  interesting,  likewise  accounts  ot 
and  articles  on  angling,  hints  to  novices,  &c.  The  paper 
will  prove  a  valuable  medium  for  exchanging  ideas  and 
airing  opinions,  besides  inserting  full  accounts  of  important 
club  meetings.  Mr.  F.  A.  Bedding,  of  Welling  ton -road, 
Leeds,  is  the  editor,  to  whom  all  communications  should 
be  addressed.  ^  .  _  , 

The  monthly  delegate  meeting  of  the  Anglers'  Associa- 
tion will  be  held  on  Monday  evening,  June  '21,  at  the 
Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell  Road. 

 >»♦■»<  

The  Central  Association  of  London  Angling  Club3  have 
issued  the  new  "  Guide  "  for  1897-98.  It  gives  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  Central's  Pulborough,  Amberley,  and  Bures 
fisheries,  a  list  of  stations  and  fares  on  railways  which 
grant  privilege  tickets,  and  "  Instructions  to  Members. 

A  recent  visit  to  the  Little  Ouse  at  Brandon  showed 
the  water  to  be  in  good  condition.  It  was  running  very 
full  and  clear,  and  roach  and  dace  have  got  well  over  the 
spawning  operations.  The  weeds  are  being  cut— this  time 
rloim  river,  so  that  anglers  who  like  to  fish  in  a  n;ce 
gravelly  hole  between  the  weeds  may  do  so  by  keeping 
ahead  of  the  cutters.  Mr.  Rolph,  of  the  Ram  Hotel,  and 
one  or  two  enterprising  Brandonians  will  ultimately  reap 
the  benefit  of  making  the  river  more  fishable. 

The  Witham  Angling  Society  give  notice  that  "the 
season  opened  on  June  16,  and  closes  on  April  1.  Under 
no  circumstances  will  fishing  be  allowed  m  the  society  s 
waters  until  the  grass  is  cut."  [When  will  the  grass  be 
cut,  Mr.  Dean  ?]  .  .  _  , 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Cyclists'  Parliamentary  and 
Municipal  Association,  a  Cyclists'  Diamond  Jubilee 
Demonstration  will  be  held  in  Battersea  Park,  on  Satur- 
day afternoon,  June  19,  at  30.30  p.m.,  by  kind  Permis- 
sion of  the  London  County  Council.  It  is  hoped  that 
some  of  the  Royal  cyclists  may  be  present,  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Balfour  expresses  his  intention  (if  possible)  of  taking 
pirt.  After  the  parade  cyclists  will  wend  their  way  to 
Wembley  Park,  where  a  tournament,  with  an  illuminated 
fite,  will  b3  held  in  the  evening.  The  Cyclists'  Gymkhana 
Union  is  taking  a  prominent  part  in  the  demonstration, 
and  will  provide  fifty  marshals,  who  will  be  responsible 
for  the  arrangement  of  the  procession. 

 >  »  «  *  <  

Mr.  Charles  H.  Wheeley  (of  Weybridge)  tells  me 
(June  15)  that  the  Thames  in  that  part  is  "  very  thick, 
for  some  reason  or  other."  He  says  he  does  not  like  the 
colour.    It  may  clear  off  by  the  20th.    Let  us  hope  so. 

 >»»♦<  

Mr.  W.  G.  Hollman,  writing  from  I'ulborough  on 
June  15,  says  :  "  The  Arun  is  in  good  order,  and  prospects 
for  the  opening  day  are  good.  Fish  have  been  spawning 
well,  and  haymaking  being  iu  full  progress,  the  meadows 
and  banks  will,  in  most  cases,  be  cleared  by  the  20th. 

Free  Jubilee  Prize.— Mr.  John  Warner,  of  the  Old 
Welsh  Harp  Fisheries,  Hendon,  will  give  to  all  comers  two 
season  tickets,  one  for  the  largest  jack  and  one  for  the 
largest  gross  weight,  to  be  weighed-in  the  same  night  at 
the  Old  Welsh  Harp  on  the  22nd  inst. 

 >  »  »■»<  

A  meeting,  convened  by  the  Medway  Angling  Club, 
2(>.  at  the  Bridge  House 


a.  meeting,  . 

will  be  held  on  Saturday,  June   

Hotel  Maidstone,  "  to  consider  the  preservation  ot  the 
river  Medway,"  when  all  anglers  are  cordially  invited  to 
attend.  Chair  taken  at  8  o'clock  by  Mr.  A.  B..  Urmston, 
Eupportod  by  Mr.  J.  Clifford,  J.I'.  On  the  following  day 
(June  27)  the  Medwav  Club  will  fish  an  open  peggod-down 
match  (under  club  rules)  from  Farleigh  Bridge  upwards, 
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Entrance  fee,  1b.  All  anglers  are  cordially  invited  to  com- 
pete. The  entrance  fees  will  be  given  in  prizes,  according 
to  number  of  entries.  One  rod  only.  Pike  and  eela 
barred. 

( 


The  Diamond  Jubilee  will  be  celebrated  at  the  Royal 
Aquarium  with  a  bumping  programme  of  seventy-six 
distinct  numbers.  A  leading  feature  of  the  show  will  be 
a  charming  and  artistic  series  of  living  pictures  illustrating 
the  historical  events  of  Her  Majesty's  reign. 


1  understand  that  the  crowded  meeting  of  delegates 
to  the  Central  on  Monday  night  were  overwhelmed  with 
loyalty  to  the  throne  ;  they  all  stood  up,  and  sang  "  God 
save  the  Quean."  Why  were  they  so  jubilant  ?  Jubilate! 
Jubilee!  Vive  la,  revue  I  Long  may  she  reign  !  And  may 
it  not  rain  on  June  22  ! 

 >♦»♦<  

Now,  this  is  not  a  fish  story,  for  I  hear  on  good  authority 
(a  young  nephew  "  up  "  for  the  fete)  "  that  the  Queen  will 
on  Tuesday,  June  22,  have  completed  her  sixty  years' 
'  reign  over  us,' "  and  that,  to  celebrate  the  event, 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  will  leave  Buckingham 
Palace  in  state  (see  programme  of  the  procession,  Id. 
plain,  2d.  coloured),  and  prcceed  by  way  of  the  Strand 
and  Rue  de  Fleet  to  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  where  a  thanks- 
giving service  will  be  held .     Mynevvyals)  tells  me  that 

great  preparations  are  being  made,  that  business  will  be 
suspended  (could  not  do  much  if  you  tried  for  a  day  before 
and  a  day  after  the  ceremony) ;  that  the  merry  cavalcade 
will  pass  over  (surely  he  means  across)  London  Bridge  ; 
and,  avoiding  Drag  Mansion,  return  to  Buckingham 
Palace  across  Westminster  Bridge." 

This  was  news  to  me,  although  for  some  weeks  on  my 
way  to  Fetter  Lane  I  have  noticed  all  the  windows  and 
shop  fronts  being  pulled  out,  and  tons  of  timber  used  as 
barricades,  and  miles  of  bunting,  red,  white,  and  blue,  and 
flags,  and  strange  devices— electric,  gas,  and  magic,  and 
every  available  inch  (not  an  inch  will  be  wasted)  of  space 
being  utilised  for  "  seats  to  view  the  procession."  Yes; 
this  is  so.  "  Let  us  take  a  walk  down  Fleet  Street." 
The  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs  will  proceed  from  Temple  Bar 
to  the  Mansion  House,  and  my  nephew  is  quite  right, 
the  sight  will  be  worth  seeing.  Suddenly — in  a  single 
night — Fleet-street  had  grown  a  forest  of  scaffold  poles. 
The  next  night  they  were  hidden  in  richly  adorned  boxes 
(like  miniature  Cleopatra's  needles),  surmounted  by  electric 
lamps.  When  the  police  have  stopped  all  the  traffic,  the 
streets  been  swept,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  tons  of  red 
gravel  thrown  down — well,  then,  you  will  uct  be  allowed  to 
walk  on  it.  No ;  but  the  ' '  more  favoured  nation ' '  clause  will 
be  in  operation,  and  those  who  can  pay  from  five  to  250 
guineas  for  a  seat  may  view  the  procession — that  is  if  they 
get  up  very  early  in  the  morning ;  and,  oh  my  !  won't  they 
have  a  job  to  get  home  ! 

1  almost  (not  quite)  made  up  my  mind  to  write  an 
exhaustive  account  of  the  wonderful  progress  made  in  the 
perfection  of  all  tile  appliances  connected  with  the  sport 
of  angling.  But  there  would  be  too  many  "  to  be  con - 
tinued'a  in  it.  Then  I  thought  I  would  organise  (good 
word)  a  procession  of  London  anglers,  and  have  a  Jubilee 
"  on  our  own !  "  Then  I  went  to  bed.  Not  being  quite 
strong  yet,  Mrs.  Drag  had  fried  me  a  nice  fat  pork  chop 
for  supper.  Curtain. 

"What's  the  matter,  Drag?"  "Leave  me  alone," 
was  the  response  ;  "  I'm  all  right."  And  this  was  what  I 
dreamed  :  An  interview  with  the  Lord  Chamberlinen  as 
to  the  line  of  route  to  be  taken.  Of  course  we  did  not 
wish  to  have  our  procession  the  same  day  as  the  Queen — 
it  would  have  been  still  more  difficult  for  the  police  and 
soldiers  and  sailors  to  "  keep  the  line  of  route."  We  will 
have  it  in  advance — say  Saturday — starting  from  Drag 
Mansion  to  Liverpool-street.  Very  well.  "Are  you  all 
agreed,  gentlemen."  Carried. 

"Order"  of  Procession. 

Ten  thousand  anglers  from  North  London — six  abreast — 
(gravel  won't  be  down  by  Saturday). 
Band  of  the  Queen's  Angling  Society. 

Ten  thousand  wild  boys  of  the  west  (I  mean  merry  boys  of 
the  wild  west). 

Band  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S. 

Beneficent  Ben  (the  bounder)  carrying 
Banner. 
Inscribed  "  Enmi-unity  !  " 
Supported  by  all  the  prominent  mem  of  liolh  associations. 
Ten  thousand  wise  boys  from  the  east. 

Band  of  the  Prince  Regent  Angling  Society. 

Banner. 

Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Victoria  (God  bless 
her!),  done  in  writing  by  Mr.  Israel,  of  401,  Strand, 
London.  (Copies,  price  Is.)  It  took  nearly  five  years  to 
limn  this  work  of  art  in  173,000  words. 

Ten  thousand  lads  of  the  Sunny  South, 
Sun  never  sets,"  &c. 

Band  of  the  Lychnobito  Angling  Society. 

Banner. 

Allegoric,  symbolic,  pyloric,  and  parabolic, 
Showing  how  the  L.C.C.  have  arranged  to  feed  the 
multitude  on  a  few  muall  fishes. 

Fifteen  thousand  anglers  (Z  don't  know'  where  they  are 
all  coining  from  !)  eight  abreast. 

A  voice  :  "  Move  on,  there  ;  move  on  !  " 
Another  voice  (sounds  like  Mrs.  Drag's)  :  "  Move  on  I  lie 
quiet,  do  ! 


Banner. 

Down  with  preservation!    Up  with  the  gross  weight! 
Death  to  fish  (even  the  "  scripers!  ")    "  Why  pay  more 
wlon  we  have  millions  of  fish  still  left?  " 

More  "  Music." 

Banner. 

Another  injustice  to  working  men. 
Why  should  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  be  allowci  to  deplete  the 
waters  all  the  year  round,  and  we  ain't  ? 

Police ! 

Three  thousand  "  picked  "  blue  devils  of  the  L  division. 
(What  for  nobody  knows— only  a  quiet,  orderly  procession 
of  gentle  anglers  !) 
Gigantic  Ball  of  Ground -bait 
(Made  by  Mrs.  Drag,  and  showing  the  ingredients  used  in 
its  manipulation  by  the  present  generation). 
Soldiers^ 

(Borrowed  for  the  occasion  to  assist  in  keeping  "  order.") 
.  Punt 

(Carried  by  twenty  stalwart  rodsmen). 
"  Dragnet  " 

(In  the  centre,  seated  on  his  mahogany  box  ;  surrounded 
by  his  roach-poles,  fly  rods,  Ogden's  and  other  lovely  flies, 
and  creel.) 

Barrel  of  gentles — home  made. 

Music  and  panic. 

Apparition ! 

The  Mac  M'lntosh,  of  Inverness-capeshire,  showing 
"  Drag  "  how^he  took  his  first  lesson  in  throwing  a  floe. 


Collapse  of  punt — "Drag"  on  the  ground,  no  bones 
broken. 
Procession  !    Halt ! 
(Five  minutes'  interval  for  refreshment). 

"  Now,  sir!  what  means  this  unseemly  performance? 
You  were  not  invited  to  give  gratuitous  lessons  to  all  th3 
world.  You  have  evidently  lost  your  way  !  The  Scottish 
Gathering  is  being  held  at  Stamford-bridge  Grounds, 
Chelsea,  to-day  (Saturday),  Juue  19,  when  there  will  be 
competitions  in  pipe  music,  Highland  dancing,  tossing  the 
caber,  throwing  the  hammer,  putting  the  stone,  tug-of-war, 
jumping,  running,  bicycle  races,  &C,  in  aid  of  the  Scottish 
Charities  in  London.    Admission  to  the  ground,  Is. 

After  "refreshing,"  the  procession  moves  merrily 
towards  Liverpool-street  Station.  The  authoiities — equal 
to  the  task  of  transporting  or  transplanting  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  passengers— have  all  trains  in  readiness,  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  heavy  trains  are  arriving  every  few 
minutes,  laden  with  country  cousins  bent  on  seeing  "  the 
show."  Punctual  to  the  minute  the  first  train  moves 
out,  followed  in  quick  succ3ssion  by  about  eighty 
others.  Destination :  Mildenhall.  On  arrival,  address 
by  Mayor  of  Barton  Mills.  "Drag"  presented  with  a 
sweet-smelling  nosegay  (not  boo-Kay,  Mr.  Piinter). 

Salvo  of  Artillery  from  the  Newmarket  Fire  Brigade. 
Captain  Howlett  and  dog  "  Smoker  "  in  charge.  Barton 
Bull  at  last!  Town  ni,  fete  ;  preparations  progressing  for 
entertaining  thousands  of  the  fifteen  hundred  inhabitants 
to  a  grand  spread.  Lips  a  bit  dry  !  Anticipating  the 
champagne  to  be  doled  out  to  the  pore.  Confusion. 
Soldiers  employed  to  keep  order,  have  been  "  ordering." 
Result : 


When  1  reach  to  tho  table  for  the  glass  of  water  always 
placed  by  a  loving  hand  by  my  bedside,  n  loving  voice 
cries  :  "  Wake  up,  '  Dragnet.' " 


"The  Comi'leat  Angler"  seems  to  grow  in  favour 
says  the  Spectator.  The  more  restless  and  hurried  the 
age,  the  more  it  seems  to  value  this  classic  of  quiet  life. 
Nine  years  ago  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  a  notable  name  in 
angling  literature,  edited  the  hundredth  edition,  to  which, 
he  gave  the  appropriate  name  of  "  The  Lea  and  Dove," 
and  now  we  have  reached  the  hundred  and  seventeenth. 
Seventeen  editions  sufficed  for  the  hundred  and  fifty  yeais 
that  followed  Walton's  first  publication,  and  now  they  ato 
enough  for  only  nine  !  Meanwhile  the  early  issues  have 
become  worth  their  weight  in  gold,  sometimes,  indeed, 
much  more.  The  first  edition  sold  a  few  months  ago  for 
£415,  an  advance  of  £105  on  the  top  price  reached  before 
(March  4,  1891).  Even  a  third  edition  fetched  £37  laet 
year. 

Mr.  Henry  Newlyn,  writing  from  Newlyn's  Royal 
and  Imperial  Exeter  Hotel,  Bournemouth,  says:  "Since 
last  year's  annual  I  have  secured,  on  long  lease,  the  finest 
stretch  of  water  on  the  River  Stour — thres  miles,  viz., 
from  Iford  Dowells — where  it  joins  Lord  Malme3bury's 
preserves — to  the  ferry  at  Christchurch,  and  I  have 
thoroughly  re-stocked  it  with  over  five  thousand  stock  fish 
from  Ford,  of  Caistor;  Pearson,  of  Fazeley;  Silk,  of 
Stamford  ;  and  Andrews,  of  Guildford.  I  have  put  in  five 
kinds  quite  new  to  the  river ;  and  I  put  no  less  than 
3000  perch  from  three  different  rivers — it  was  always  a 
good  perch  river — I  have  many  there  between  21b.  and  31b. 
weight.  I  have  put  in  some  hundreds  of  grayling,  Bin. 
fish,  and  hundreds  of  the  perch  were  *in.,  10in.,  and  12in. 
All  this  stocking  I  did  in  the  winter,  and  the  spawning 
season  has  been  a  most  satisfactory  one.  It  seems  tall 
talk,  but  I  really  have  at  the  present  moment  millions  of 
fish  in  the  river,  I  put  in  1300  trout,  500  being  rainbows, 
from  <>in.  to  Win.  fish. 


'  Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  who  is  staying  iu  Bournemouth, 
went  over  the  water  with  me  on  Thursday  last,  and  he  was 
fairly  astonished  with  the  enormonsquantityof  fry  I  showed 
him.  I  have  also  put  in  500  king  carp,  iin.  to  6in.  fish, 
and  100  other  various  carp,  and  several  hundred  tine 
bream.  I  consider  this  re-stocking  a  good,  way  of  cele- 
brating the  Jubilee,  as  it  must  benefit  future  generations. 
I  have  spent  over  £100  in  re-stocking  this  portion  of  the 
Stour,  and  no  attempt  ba3  certainly  been  made  to  do  so 
during  the  past  forty  years." 


Coarse  fishing  has  commenced  :  Wednesday  was  "  our 
opening  day."  Anglers  are  prone  to  pick  holes  in  the 
geographical  coat,  and  lament  that  there  are  so  few 
available  fishing  spots  within  a  reasonable  distance  of 
London.  I  will  take  this  large  class  into  the  piscatorial 
confidence,  lead  them  from  the  grime  and  smoke,  direct 
them  to  breezy  waters  and  quaint  and  attractive  sur- 
roundings, and  point  out  the  detailed  method  of  securing 
juiet  angling  within  little  more  than  an  hour  from  leaving 
the  great  modern  Babylon.  The  process  is  simple ;  go  to 
Charing  Cross,  or  Cannon-street,  or  London  Bridge,  or 
New  Cro33  ;  book  to  Tonbridge,  return  fare  3s.  3d. ,  the 
ticket  being  available  for  return  within  three  days.  Of 
course,  if  you  wish  to  stay  longer  there  is  no  objection, 
except  that  the  privilege  ticket  is  not  available  beyond 
that  period.  On  arrival,  go  to  the  Bull  Hotel,  the  head- 
quarters of  the  Tonbridge  Angling  Society,  where 
specimen  local  fish  are  mounted,  and  where  the  necessary 
information  for  your  purpose  will  be  obtained.  The 
Medway  is  a  pleasant  river,  and  has  the  advantage  of  not 
being  overfished.  Just  now  the  roaoh,  dace,  chuo,  perch, 
bream,  tench,  carp,  &o.,  ought  to  bo  in  evidence  if  properly 
worked  for.  A  day  ticket  may  be  obtained  for  Is.,  a 
monthly  ticket  for  5s.,  a  season  ticket  for  half-a-guinea. 


To  find  the  best  swims,  above  and  below  the  Town 
Bridge,  for  various  kinds  of  fish,  would  ordinarily  require 
the  services  of  an  experienced  local  resident.  Happily, 
this  is  not  necessary,  although  members  of  the  angling 
fraternity  may  not  be  averse  to  assisting  the  visitor.  Of 
course,  the  holiday-makers  and  anglers  choose  their  own 
time,  and  may  not  find  the  willing  resident  at  liberty  at 
the  same  period.  The  simplest  method  is  to  purchase,  for 
the  nominal  sum  of  sixpence,  tbe  neat  little  brochure, 
entitled  "  Tonbridge — for  the  resident,  tbe  holiday-maker, 
and  the  angler,"  compiled  by  Stanley  Martin  and  Prescott 
Row.  It  is  obtainable  in  London  at  Beeching's,  174, 
Strand :  or  at  the  leading  booksellers,  and  at  the  book- 
stall at  Tonbridge.  In  this  book  of  about  120  pages, 
directions  are  given  to  find  the  particular  swims  and  holes, 
up  and  down  stream— details  which  are  seldom  found  in 
books.  There  are  good  fishing-tackle  shops  in  the  town. 
The  book  is  exceedingly  well  illustrated  and  cirefully 
written;  the  price  is  a  mere  bagatelle.  It  teems  with 
information  of  historical  and  geographical  interest,  and  has 
but  one  serious  ft  ult — it  lacks  an  index.  We  shall  shortly 
public  a  series  of  interesting  articlos,  entitled  The 
Medway  Re-visited." 

 >»»•»<  

I  olhan  from  a  contemporary  that  "by  a  ourious 
accident  anglers  will  bq  depnvod  during  tho  coftrse  fishing 
season,  which  opened  on  June  10,  of  fishing  tho  largo  lake 
at  Southill,  near  Bedford — a  favourite  fishing  ground — 
which  it  will  tako  many  years  to  restock.  Owing  to  a. 
mishap  with  tho  sluices  tho  water  has  all  drained  away, 
and  bushels  of  roach,  perch,  and  tench  up  to  (lib.  and  sib. 
in  weight  have  perished.  A  patriarchal  pike  of  .'illjlb., 
which  was  among  the  victims,  will,  it  is  said,  ho  preservod 
and  deposited  in  the  museum  at  Bedford."  [Roach, 
perch,  teuoh  up  to  <>lb.  and  81b  !  Call  this  a  mishap  !  It 
is  a  calamity — nothing  moro  or  less.  | 

Dbagnki, 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


D.  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

Manufacturer  of  high-class 

RODS,  REELS,  Ac. 

See  the  New  Nottingham  Reel, 

"THE  ZEPHYR." 


The  lightest  and  most  perfect  made. 


EXCEL" 
COCOA. 

Absolu'ely  Pare.  £10,000  REWARD! 

See  Condltionsm  every  Y^et^  Gd^-,  ana  la 
Delicious  AroirS'DleteUo.'Sustainlnfr.-Viae  Analysts. 
CHOCOLATE  HORSESHOES  (Registered).  A  Superior 

Chocolate,  in  handsome  Boxes,  6d. 
"SOUVENIR"  Boxes,  the  Season's  Success  from  Gd. 
CHOCOLATE  WAFERS,  a  delicious  Chocolate,  6d.  and 

Is.  per  box. 

COURT  CHOCOLATE,  the  finest  eatins  Chocolate,  in 
handsome  Boxes,  Is.  and  2s. 

Sold  everywhere,  or  direct  from 

COMPAGNIE  FRANCAISE, 

Pu  rveyors  to  H.RH.  the  Princess  of  Wales 
LONDON  WORKS,  BEBMONDSEY,  S.E 


Benetfink  &  Co. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

THE  BENETFINK  SPECIALITE. 

SELECTED  GREENHEART  SPECIAL 
GUINEA  FLY  ROD. 


SJi».,  15s.;    4ia.,  16s.;    with  Check 
Action,  3s.  extra. 

Also  the~FUTURE  SEA  REEL, 
6ui.,  price  20s. ;  at  our  Exhibit  at 
the  Imperial  Institute. 


FORREST  &  SON'S 
CELEBRATED  FISHING  RODS,  FLIES 
AND  TACKLE, 

TO    BE    HAD  FROM 

JOHKT  FORREST, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Maker, 
24,  Thomas-street,  Oxford-street,W. 

ANGLING  BEQUISITES  of  every  description 
Every  variety  of  style  and  balance  of  Bods  and 
Patteras  in  Flies  made  to  order.  J.  F.,  being  a 
Practicil  Angler,  is  in  a  position  to  give  reliable 
information  on  aU  matters  relating  to  Angling. 

"  The  name  '  Forrest,'  Kelso,  on  a  rod  or  reel,  or 
anything  else,  has  been  for  over  half  a  century  a 
guarantee  of  first-class  quality."— Fishing  Gazette. 

First-class  SALMON  and  TBOUT  FLIES 
DEESSED  to  Order  or  Pattern. 

G.  HOYLE,  Practical  Ply  Dresser, 

44,  Liberia  Koad,  Highbury, 
London,  N. 
PRICE    LIST  POST  FREE. 


10ft ,  lift.,  or  12ft.,  Three  Joints,  Two  Tops,  Double  Brazed, 
Bronzed  Ferrules  and  Fittings,  Graduated  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Grip,  Landing  Handle  to  hold  the  Tops,  Rod  Spear,  m 
divisioned  bag  complete.  The  above  is  made  specially  to  our 
instructions,  and  customers  will  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
and  lightest  rods  in  the  market,  and  of  exceptional  value. 
Highly  recommended.   Inspection  invited. 

3STES"W  STOCK   JUST    TO  S-AJXri*. 
SPANISH  SILKWORM  GUT. 


Sin. 

Trout,  fine   0/8 

Trout,  ordinary    0/7 

Medium    °/7 

Lake   0/8 

Grilse    0,9 

Grilse,  stout   1/9 

Salmon,  light    2/6 

loin. 

Extra  long,  fine  Trout..  4,6 


Oin. 
( i/l  l 
0/  9 
0/  9 
Oil 
1/  S 
■2/  G 
31  0 
lfiin. 
5/  0 


lOin. 

1/  1 
0  11 
0  11 
1/  2 
V  3 
4/  0 
4/  0 
17in. 
7,  0 


llin. 

1/3  , 
1/1 
1/1 
1/4 
1/7 
4  fi 
5/0 
18in. 
8/6 


12in. 

2/0 
1/6 
1/3 
1/7 
1/9 
5/0 
6/0 
Win. 
9/6 


Jttia    1U"£,   UUD     J.1VMI,..  ,  . 

In  Hanks  of  100  Strands,  not  less  than  One  Hank  of  each  suppliea. 

These  Prices  are  per  Hank,  according  to  length. 


13in. 

.  2/6 
,  2,0 
,  1/9 
1/11 
,  2/2 
.  60 
.    7/0  ... 

20in. 
.  10/6    ...  ' 

Postage  2d 


14in. 

3/0 
2/K 
2,0 
2,2 
2/6 


FOR  RODS,  REELS,  SILK  LINES,  CASTING  LINES,  FLIES,  HOOKS,  NETS,  BAITS,  4c. 

See  our  Illustrated  Catalogue.  Sent  PostJ-ree  on  application. 

89, 90, 107,  &  108^CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 


JAMES  OGDEN. 

28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION 
OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Tront  Rods. 
No  connection  with  any  other  person  assuming  the  same  name. 

CAUTION— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in 
the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 


FOR 


SEA-SICKNESS 

The  only  Safe  and  Reliable  Preventive  and  Cure  is 

CHLOROBROM. 

Sold  In  Bottles,  25.  od.,  4s.  6d.,  &  7s. 

May  be  obtained  of  all  Chemists,  or  of  the  SOLE  Proprietors 
and  Manufacturers, 

BURGOYNE,   BURBIDGES,   &  COMPY., 

12  &  16,  COLEMAN  ST,  LONDON,  E.C. 
Pamphlets  on  application. 
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MACONOCHIE'S 

PATES  AMD  CAMP  PIES, 

THE  IDEAL  LUNCH  FOR  FISHING  OR  YACHTING  PARTIES. 

MACONOCHIES   ARMY  RATIONS. 

A  thoroughly  Substantial  Maal  for  two  or  three  Persons  of 
carefully  proportioned  MEAT  and  VEGETABLES, 
remarkably  well  Flavoured,  Full  of  Gravy  Specially 
Prepared  for  eating  COLD,  or  can  be  made  HOT  in 
a  few  minutes. 

If  cannot  obtain  from  your  grocer,  drop  us  a  Post-card,  and  we  will  forward  tin 
at  Wholesale  Price,  Carriage  Paid,  per  return. 

POTTED  MEATS,  GAME,  FISH  fof  every  description),  SAUCES,  PICKLES,  CURRIES, 
CHUTNEYS,  JAM5,  JELLIES,  FLAVOURING  ESSENCES,  4c,  4c 

MACONOCHIE  BROTHERS,  131,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C, 


Fishing  Tackle  Maker  to  H.R.H.  Princess  of  Wales. 

(Late  Manifirr  to  IT.  JiUNnrhL.) 

STREET,  EtTSTOW  ZE=£.O^XJ- 


11X,  JXJX3D 


The  <&J0  R.  Patent  Eyed 

FLY 


Each  Fly 


separate  and 
detached. 


readily 


This  invention  consists  of  an  ingenious 
arrangement  of  springs,  whereby  each  fly 
is  held  by  the  eye. 


NATURAL 

WING  TROUT  FLIES, 

2s.  6d.  per  Dozen. 

Very  Killing. 

Stronger  thaa  Feather  Winged  Fl  es. 

Vide  Testimonials. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE 
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CENTRAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON 

ANGLING  CLUBS. 
The  usnal  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Bedford 
Head  Hotel,  Maiden-lane,  Covenfc  Garden,  W.C.,  on 
Monday  evening  last,  and  the^tjost  profound  interest  was 
taken  m  the  business  by  the  crowded  gathering  of  delegates 
assembled,  it  being  apparent  to  all  that  if  the  association 
continues  to  advance  at  the  present  rate  of  progress,  the 
committee  will  very  soon  have  to  arrange  for  other 
headquarters  with  greater  accommodation. 

The  chair  was  taken  by  the  president,  Mr.  C.  A 
Medcalf,  and  the  vice-chair  by  Mr.  Thos.  Goodwins,  vice- 
president.    The  usual  routine  business  was  soon  disposed 
i  enrolment  of  the  following  societies  by  the  dele 

gates  at_  the  last  meeting  was  unanimously  confirmed 
viz. :  UmtedBros.  A.S.,  Greenwich  A.S.,  Pontefraet  A.S.' 
t>erapis  A.S.    Since  that  date  application  for  enrolment 
Had  been  received  and  provisionally  agreed  to  by  the  com- 
mittee from   the   Enterprise   Rovers  A.S.  (thirty-five 
members)    the  Central  Finsbury  A.S.  (forty  members) 
and  the  Amicable  Excelsior  A.S.  (thirty-four  member- 
three  old-established  and  highly  respectable  clubs,  who 
agreed  to  take  Central  tickets.    Also  two  newly-formed 
societies,  viz     the  Anglo-French  Piscatorials  (starting 
w-ith  pearly  fifty  members)  and  the  Ormonde  A.S.  (com- 
mencing with  twenty-five  members).    The  action  of  the 
committee  in  provisionally  enrolling  these  clubs  was 
unanimously  endorsed  by  the  delegates  present.    A  letter 
was  received  and  read  to  the  meeting  from  Mr  H  W 
Higgins,  hon.  sec.  to  the  Thames  Angling  Preservation 
Society,  thanking  the  delegates  for  the  continuous  and 
undivided  support  they  had  always  given,  and  inclosing 
receipt  tor  the  donation  of  ten  guineas  voted  at  the 
last  month  y  meeting;  the  reading  of  the  letter  was 
received  with  great  applause.    Mr.  W.  H.  Elsmore  gave  a 
most  interesting  report  of  the  recent   doings  of  the 
c  li    ^  c°mmittee.  also  reporting  the  result  of  his  audit 
-?ooks  o£  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  from 
which  it  appeared  this  good  old  society  was  in  a  most 
nourishing  condition,  having  nearly  £600  in  hand.    A  very 
nearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  Elsmore  for  his 
honorary  and  arduous  labours.    Mr.  Watling,  visiting 
officer,  also  reported  successful  visits  to  the  Crown  and 
Auckland,  when  sixteen  clubs  were  present ;  and  to  the 
< Treat  ISorthera  Brothers,  when  twenty-five  scc'ieties  were 
well  represented.  The  delegates  were  also  requeued  to  note 
the  forthcoming  competition  promoted  by  Mr.  F.  Vanhegan 
in  aid  of  the  A.B.S.,  arranged  to  take  place  at  Amberiey  on 
-utn  inst    A  circular  was  also  read  to  the  meeting  having 
reference  to  a  public  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  Bridge  House 
Hotel,  Maidstone,  on  Saturday,  June  26,  to  inaugurate  a 
new  preservation  and  re-stocking  society  for  the  river  Med- 
way    I  he  delegates  were  particularly  requested  to  render 
all  the  support  they  could  to  this  movement.    The  Central 
Jubilee  competition  was  also  referred  to,  and  suggestions 
were  invited  from  clubs  in  reference  to  arranging  details 

wu01^6  *Sn  g?in,ea  s0ver  cnP.  ^ly  presented 
by  Mr.  Walter  Emden,  L.C.C. ;  also  several  other  valuable 
prizes  already  promised.  The  committee  also  stronglv 
advised  every  secretary  and  member  of  clubs  affiliated  to 
tne  Central  to  thoroughly  ignore  and  treat  with  con- 
tempt any  plebiscite  attempted  or  promoted  by  inex- 
perienced and  self-appointed  insignificant  members  of  a 
bogus  council,  who  proposed  to  ignore  the  decisive  vote  of 
working  men  anglers  at  many  large  meetings  recently  held 
concerning  the  wild  schemes,  which,  if  carried  out,  would 
only  result  in  a  serious  decrease  of  the  number  of  anglers 
and  railway  travelling,  ending  in  the  ultimate  loss  of  our 
valuable  railway  privileges  and  concessions.  The  opinion 
ot  this  association  has  been  decisive  in  the  matter,  and 
should  therefore  be  respected. 

The  secretary  reported  that  he  was  inundated  with 
applications  for  membership  tickets,  and  everything  seemed 

relord1",  "Al0^  V™T\SieVn  ecliP3iDS  ^1  previous 
records.  All  letters  should  be  sent  to  W.  J  Wade 
secretary,  6,  Priter-road,  London,  S.E.- 


WARRINGTON  ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION 

ROEBUCK  HOTEL,  BRIDGE  STREET. 
™^  arrJD^em™ts  are  now  completed  whereby  the 
members  of  the  East  Er.d  A.A.,  of  Liverpool,  become 
renrtd  ^^in  the  fishing  in  the  various  waters 

lented  by  the  Warrington  A. A.  Clearing  operations  have 
been  commenced  in  the  old  river  at  Lymm,  and  Mr.  Sam 
nTl  S<3Da'  na*  been  engaged  to  superintend  the  clear- 
ance  of  reeds  and  sedges  in  the  association  length  of  the 
Kiver  Gowy,  the  work  to  be  commenced  on  Jun?  28  inst. 
The  instruments  to  be  used  in  these  clearing  operations 

teommittr  ^  ^       Charl6S  Mather'  « ^ember°o? 

W^'°m'  Tigh}?g  8*''*»»»  waa  captured  on  Monday 
as  by  Mr.  Jos  Alcock  whilst  fishing  the  River  Gowy.  It 
stream  trout  taken  so  far  this  season  fromthat 

Frei'.  J.  Emson. 


iimZl  n  Jullana  Berners?  Was  she  of  an  old 
K,n%  was,the  'Dame'  prefixed  to  her  name  no 
SnnL  £  6  m°dem  ¥rs'  ?  And  was  "be  Prioress  of 
M  ^unne7-  or  0Diy  a  nun  P  Or  was  she  either" 
d    s!ie7rite  any  of  the  '  Boke  of  St.  Albans '  which 

bibliophiles  answer.  VJSin^^^4^ 

wXlt  hasettthe  an«ler't4'Treat^''  ^ever 
wrote  it,  has  the  sanction  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston  ™ 

Anx^ou^r  8Port.and  on  the  literft"  e  or  ?t 
™ ™h<U"  to  rec°gnise  a  redeeming  quality  anywhere 
possible  Mr.  Marston  cannot  defend  theVoodcu^s  ^These! 
a-  he  hints,  may  have  been  added  by  the  mysterious 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 

Wynkia  the  Worde,  by  whom  the  book  was  '  Emprynted 
at  Westmestre,'  as  a  'draw.'  At  any  rate,  they  ought 
T-  -g  ey  do  ifc—to  reflect  upon  the  letterpress  •  if 
the  directions  in  it  for  making  a  rod  were  carried  out  Mr 
Marston  says,  an  excellent  rod  would  result ;  the  plan 
recommended  for  fastening  the  line  bp.  the  rod  is  capital  • 
so  is  that  for  fixing  the  line  to  the  hcfck,  and  that  for  the 
making  ot  floats.  Nay,  in  mentioning  the  spear-pointed 
shcemaker  s  needle  as  that  from  which  a  hook  should  be 
made,  Dame  Juliana,  psrhaps,  'anticipated  by  four 
centuries  the  bayonet-pointed  hboks  and  gaffs  for  which 
we  anglers  of  the  present  day  have  to  thank  that  genial 
an<rei\.ana  anghng  writer,  Dr.  John  Brunton.'  "—From 
Sporting  Literature  of  the  Past  "  in  The  Sketch 


April'-H  Vl?S9-ll°  following  ode  was  accepted  by  the  Queen, 

"  VICTORIA'S  SIXTY  YEARS." 
(1837-1807.) 
The  Century  wanes,  yet  in  its  dying  light, 
A  vast  event  stands  forth  in  tow'ring  might, 
And  through  the  world,  o'er  every  land  and  main 
Hearts  leap  alive  !  lit  by  the  Record  Reign  ; 
JPor  mid  all  marvels,  graphically  seen, 
I  he  wide  imperial  power  of  the  Queen, 
With  all  attendant  circumstances  grand, 
Lends  lasting  lustre  to  the  living  land,  "~ 
Where  she  was  born,  and  where  she  was  to  b?ar 
That  wond'rous  crown  whose  sway  is  everywhere, 
And  which  to-day,  with  universal  voice. 
Commands  the  countless  millions  to  rejoice 
Victoria's  Sixty  Years  !    Our  Island  tale 
Hath  depths  and  heights  of  meaning  ;  hill  and  dile 
Speak  to  the  soul  of  him  who  hath  an  ear, 
In  accents  vivid,  varied,  keen  and  clear. 
But  not  in  all  our  history's  endless  themes, 
The  deeds  that  live,  our  poets'  peerless  dreams, 
The  prophet's  eye,  the  wisdom  of  the  sage, 
Have  we  yet  dwelt  upon  a  greater  page 
Than  that  which  holds  the  storv  of  the  years, 
Beneath  a  noble  woman's  smiles  and  tears. 
She  came  a  girlish  Queen,  and  on  her  throne, 
Hath  Life's  extremes  of  smile  and  sorrow  known  — 
Wife,  Mother,  Widow,  Queen,  and  Empress  high 
As  sixty  years  have  marched  like  giants  by— 
And  seen  the  sons  of  her  unequalled  race, 
Throughout  the  earth  maintain  their  pride  of  place 
Extending  ever,  Britain's  brilliant  sway. 
Encircling  all  the  Earth  this  Diamond  Day. 
Victoria's  Sixty  Years  !  in  silvered  age, 
Uncounted  memories  her  mind  engage, 
The  prayers  that  rose  to  God  for  our  y'ouug  Queen 
Have  answers  all  divinely  given,  seen. 
Full  many  a  bud  hath  broadened  into  flower 
And  weakness  hath  developed  into  power,  ' 
There  comes  a  time  when  it  is  Fate's  command 
A.  deeper  thought  shall  dignify  the  land  ; 
And  it  is  now  a  period  when  our  gaze 
Should  bend  with  truer  reading  on  our  ways, 
To  find  the  lesson  of  Victoria's  reign, 
Fresh  light  for  future  progress  to  obtain. 
For  this  doth  give  the  soul  a  higher  might 
To  kill  the  wrong— to  vindicate  the  right, 
Illustrious  Lady,  in  these  wondrous  hours, 
Mid  pomp  and  splendour,  music,  song,  and  flowers 
Ihy  truest  hold,  on  all  serene  and  sure 
Is  that  thou  art  a  WOMAN,  good  and  pure. 

.  Edwin  Drew. 


THE  LOVE  "CHARM"  OF  THE 
SWIFTS,  &c. 
.  W,HE'N  tbe  "  daas  "  are  sitting,  the  male  swifts,  belong- 
ing to  a  certain  tiled  eave,  get  together,  and  defcribe 
rings     rapidly  round  and  round,  first  below  and  then 
°I  ™,^he?e  tbe  hen3  are  sitting  upon  their  eggs, 
filbert  White  is  no  doubt  quite  correct  when  he  says  that 
the  swifts,  and  perhaps  the  swallow  tribe  generally,  pair 
before  commencing  their  spring  migration  hence.  The 
exception  proves  the  rule.    We  have  about  two  pairs  of 
swifts  near  Garrett-lane,  and  the  older  residences  here 
about  s. 

Your  modern  suburban  builder  of  small  houses  to 
sell,  give  the  poor  swallows  or  martins  no  nesting-holds. 
1  Hanks  to  a  local  gentleman,  who  loves  his  paddock  and 
his  garden,  close  by  Old  Garrett-lane,  too  much  to  be 
tempted  to  surrender  his  lease  for  a  "  consideration,"  we 
hear  the  blackbirds  whistle  and  the  songthrush's  delight- 
lul  notes.  It  was  across  a  portion  of  this  meadow  that  I 
happened  to  see  a  love  chat  between  three  swifts— possibly 

two  male  birds  in  love  with  Lady  S.  

Now  catch  me  who  can, 
The  loser  I'll  ban. 
I  have,  too,  paused  when,  about  the  end  of  March  the 
snipes,  in  parties  of  about  a  dozen,  commence  their  rapid 
circular  love  chases."  The  birds  have  assumed  their 
dark,  breeding  plumage  on  breast  and  under  their  wings  • 
and  impelled  by  love,  they'd  make  "rings  round" 
Galtee  Moore  !  Possibly  every  Jack  finds  his  Gill,  and 
tew  unpaired  retire  beaten  and  forlorn.  Your  plump 
little  .lack  snipe  seldom,  if  ever,  it  is  thought,  breeds  in 
^ng  and.  But  ai  the  season  returns,  where  is  the 
English  lady  who  does  not 

Love  to  toy  with  a  woodcock's  wing, 

Or  jack  snipe  on  the  toaBt  p 
Fat  landrail  some  its  praise  '11  sing — 
Poor  puss  jugg'd  or  roast. 

XOU,n?  "  hixa'"  a  <Juail>  a  'ongtail,  too— 
\vell  hung  venison  some  make  dn  ; 
If  on  a  tit-bit  fancy  ran, 

Then  try  an  Knglish  ortolan.  \y  FRV 
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&om  from  tfre  jiort!). 

The  finnock  fishers  in  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  Dee  have- 
been  having  grand  sport  for  the  past  two  weeks  or  so,  and 
especially  so  durwg  the  last  few  days.  On  Friday  Capt 
ttCt7  1rSdfr°.Ur.d?Zen  ?ie  fi8h'  sighing  about  three  to 
nnfll  fl.  i  aP^u  g^  th?  mosfc  of  this  basket  with  a 
quill  fly  dressed  with  a,  floss  body  in  place  of  the  ordinary 

„  m  i      a°l  ™ould  a1so  do>  or  any  material  which 
would  show  fluffy  in  the  water.  . 

.  Bar ■thunderstorms,  which  have  been  of  daily  oscurrence 
since  the  midd  e  of  Urt  we.*,  the  rivers  have  been  in  fair 
tattle.  Ihey  have  got  a  good  clean  out,  and  have  been 
treshened  up  wi:h  the  floods  cf  Sunday  and  Monday. 

The  returns  from  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Board  show  a 
drop  of  £2600,  from  that  of  last  year,  from  their  sales  of 
salmon,  grilse,  and  sea  trout.  Of  course,  last  year  was  an 
exceptionally  good  year  ;  yet,  after  making  every  allowance 
the  netting  season  will  be  a  very  poor  one,  indeed,  on  the 
east  coast  of  Scotland.  The  drop  in  the  returns  is  not 
the  only  loss.  1  he  amount  of  damage  to  plant  in  such  a 
season  as  the  present  is  equal  to  as  much  again  as  the  loss 
of  revenue.   

Some  very  fine  fish  were  observed  making  into  the  Dee 
last  week,  and  with  the  semi-spate  got  clear  away  from  the 
nets.  A  good  run  of  grilse  was  also  experienced,  and 
accordingly  we  look  for  big  reports  in  a  day  or  two,  when 
once  these  get  into  the  mid  pools. 

A  better  show  of  finnock  and  sea  trout  has  not  been 
seen  on  the  tidal  waters  of  the  Dee  and  Don  than  what  is 
presently  being  experienced  for  five  years  back  at  least. 

Lord  Glenesk  and  pirty  left  for  London,  af't3r  a  short 
stay  on  the  Glenmmck  water,  on  Monday.  His  lordship 
met  with  lair  sport  considering  the  unfortunate  state  of 
the  weather  of  late. 

Lord  Vane  Tempest  and  Earl  Cairns  have  been  following 
tp  Mr.  Granville  Farquhar's  successes  on  the  Braemar 
reaches,  and  making  baskets  of  from  three  to  five  fish 
daUy,  scaling  from  61b.  to  81b. 

Most  anglers  in  the  north,  who  have  had  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  Mr.  Andrew  Bell,  of  the  firm  of 
Messrs.  Brown  and  Company,  of  Aberdeen,  and  phantom 
minnow  fame,  will  learn  with  regret  that  Mr.  Bell  con- 
templates leaving  this  country  for  good  on  account  of  the 
state  of  his  health.  Mr.  Bell  carries  with  him  the  best 
wishes  of  the  brotherhood,  and  that  of  troops  of  friends 
besides.  Of  course,  nothing  is  definitely  fixed  upon  as  yet, 
turther  than  his  determination  to  go. 

Justice  Smith  has  been  having  some  splendid  sport  on 
the  bpey  at  Elchies.    He  had  one  of  lllb.,  one  of  91b 
and  some  sea  trout  of  2  Jib.  each ;  and  this,  in  the  face  of  a' 
very  unproductive  season,  is  not  bad. 

The  Jackal,  H.M.S.  gunboat,  has  had  a  busy  time  of  it 
capturing  trawlers  in  the  Moray  Firth.  The  other  day  she 
tackled  three  at  once,  and  whilst  fixing  up  the  second  one 
tbe  third  made  a  dash  for  the  open,  but  was  pursued  and 
after  a  smart  chase  had  to  lie-to  till  boarded  and  the 
lormalities  of  arrest  carried  out.  There  will  be  the  bill  of 
costs  to  pay  by  and  by,  and  then  another  dash  to  clear  the 
debt,  balmon  poachers  have  also  to  make  a  haul  to  cav 
theu-  fines.  Special  Scotch. 


provincial  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  quarterly  general  meeting  of  the  Birmingham 
Angling  Association  was  held  at  the  headquarters  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  June  10  ;  Mr.  T.  Coles  presided, 
and  Mr.  F.  A.  Dance  occupied  the  vice-chair.    The  meet- 
ing was  well  attended,  as  nearly  the  whole  of  the  delegates 
were  present.    The  minutes  of  the  last  general  meeting, 
held  March  11  last,  were  read  and  confirmed,  after  which 
the  minutes  of  the  committee  meeting,  held  April  1, 
together  with  the  balance-sheet  and  auditor's  report  for 
the  quarter  ending  March  31,  were  received  and  adopted. 
The  auditor's  report  was  in  every  way  satisfactory,  the 
financial  position  of  the  association  being  all  that  could  bo 
desired.    The  minutes  of  committee  meetings,  held  upon 
May  6  and  June  3,  were  received  and  adopted,  with  the 
exception  of  the  minutes  dealing  with  the  Bridgnorth 
case.    This  matter  was  taken  in  hand.which  brought  about, 
a  prolonged  discussion,  and  took   up  a  considerable 
Portion    of  the  evening,  but   it  was  finally  retohed 
that   the    Quem's    cjunsel,    as    retained    by  the 
association,    be   instructed   to   act   on  behalf  of  the 
members  of  the  Bridgnorth  Society,  and  that  all  other 
incidental    expenses   be    defrayed  by  the  Bridgnorth 
Society,  and  in  the  event  of  the  Bridgnorth  anglers  not 
falling  in  with  this  resolution,  no  further  action  will  be 
taken  in  the  matter.    It  was  mentioned  during  the  dis- 
cussion that  the  expenses,  independent  of  the  counsel's 
fee,  which  is  £25,  would  not  exceed  £10.    This  sum 
doubt    will  be  forthcoming,  as   several  societies 
have  intimated    their   intention    of   assisting  in  the 
matter.    The  case,  I  have  since  learned,  will  not  come 
on  for  hearing  for  at  least  two  months;  this  will  gi\. 
ample   time   for   tho   Bridgnorth  anglers  to  get  the 
necessary  expenses  together.    Tho  matter  rc  tho  action 
of  the  Midland    Railway  agents  in  Birmingham  was 
allowed  to  stand  over  pending  an  interview  by  Messrs^ 
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Coles,  Dance,  and  White,  who  will  give  in  a  report  at  the 
next  committee  meeting.  Pershore  was  unanimously 
agreed  upon  as  the  place  for  the  ensuing  annual  contest. 
This  completed  the  chief  business  of  the  meeting.  .  A 
special  general  meeting  will  be  held  in  a  few  weeks  time 
to  consider  the  whole  of  the  annual  excursion  and  contest 
business.  The  Camden  Society  held  their  quarterly 
general  meeting  on  Tuesday  evening  last.  The  balance- 
sheet  went  to  show  that  121  members  wure  fully  paid 
up,  and  that  the  sum  of  £32,  independent  of  the  £6 
voted  for  prizes,  was  earned  forward  after  the  working 
expenses  of  the  society  had  been  disbursed.  The  annual  con- 
test was  decided  to  be  fished  in  the  river  Avon,  at  Defiord, 
on  Aug.  29  next.  Mr.  Crisp  was  elected  to  act  as  referee. 
The  whole  of  our  clubs  are  holding  their  quarterly 
meetings,  and  making  th9  necessary  arrangements  for  their 
annual  outings  and  contest.  Of  these  I  hope  to  obtain  a 
complete  list,  which  I  shall  give  at  an  early  date,  lne 
Tenby  Piscatoria'ls  are  getting  a  few  fine  specimen  fish 
together  already  for  their  show,  which  promises  to  turn 
out  very  promising.  The  Oak  and  the  Waggon  and 
Horses'  specimen  fish  competition  is  now  re-opened,  some 
few  fish  have  been  weighed-in,  but  nothing  of  any 
importance. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE. 

Angling  has  been  generally  good  during  the  last  week  on 
most  of  the  Derbyshire  streams.    The  .May  Fly  has  been 
well  taken,  but 'is  now  going  off.    There  has  been  some 
very  fair  sport  on  the  Wye.    Several  excellent  creels  have 
been  made  on  the  Rowsley  and  Bakewell  lengths,  and  on 
the  open  and  the  private  waters  in  Ashfor J  and  Monsal 
Dale  a  goodly  number  of  fine  fish  have  been  killed  ;  and  the 
Cressbrook,  Litton,  and  Miller's  Dale  reaches  haveyie.ded 
good  baskets.    Anglers  have  been  numerous  on  the  Dove, 
and  some  nice  lot  i  of  fish  have  been  taken  on  the  Dovedale 
waters,  and  also  on  the  Alsop-le-Dale  and  Load  Mill 
reaches  ;  and  on  the  higher  lengths  of  the  river,  by  Wolt- 
scote,  Beresford  Dale,  and  up  to  near  Hartington,  some 
fair  sport  has  besn  had  by  several  fisherman  there.  Fiends 
of  the  Duke  of  Portland  have  bean  out  on  the  Duke  s 
private  waters  of  the  Lathkill  and  the  Bradford,  and  have 
met  with  good  success  on  the  whole ;  some  very  decent 
creels  being  made  on  several  successive  days,  up  to  ten  and 
eleven  brace.    The  weather  and  the  water  have  alike  been 
favourable  for  fly  fishing.    On  the  upper  reaches  of  the 
Derwent,  from  the  hamlet  of  Derwent  Chapel,  by  Ashop- 
ton,  Lady  Bower  Brook,  Woodlane,  Bamford,  and  York- 
shire Bridge,  there  have  been  numerous  anglers,  some  of 
whom— by  fly  and  by  bottom  fishing— captured  several 
brac3  of  fish  of  nice  size;  and  lower  down,  between 
Sickleholme,  Hathersage,  and  GrindLeford,  some  excel- 
lent baskets  have  been  made.    The  Stoke  and  Calyer 
reaches,    both  open    and    private,  have  also  yielded 
several  capital  lots  of  fish  during  the  week.    The  Ghats- 
worth  and  Baslow  lengths  of  the  Derwent  have  been 
extensively  patronised,  and  a  goodly  number  of  fine  trout 
have  been  taken,  both  in  the  Chatsworth  Park  and  Baslow 
waters,  and  between  Beely  Bridge  and  Rowsley.  The 
adjoining  Darlev  reaches  have  had  during  the  week  more 
than  the  usual  'number  of  visitors,  and  some  good  sport 
has  been  had  both  by  fly  and  by  bottom  anglers  above  and 
below  Darley  Bridge.    Lower  down,  by  Lea  Hurst  and 
Watstanwell,  several  nice  lots  of  fish  have  been  killed  up 
to  21b  each,  principally  by  visitors  staying  at  the  inns  m 
the  neighbourhood,  and  on  the  Alderwasley  waters  anglers 
have  mostly  done  well.    The  Toad  Bridge  and  Belper 
lengths  have  yielded  some  very  fair  creels  to  fly  and  bottom 
anglers  from  the  neighbouring  towns,  and  to  local  fisher- 
men ;  and,  altogether,  the  last  week's  angling  on  the 
Derwent,  on  most  lengths,  has  baen  very  satisfactory. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  season  for  coarse  angling  was  inaugurated  on 
Wednesday  with  every  prospect  of  success.  The  fish  have 
had  a  good  spawning  time,  and,  as  a  rule,  are  m  very  clean 
'  condition.  Especially  does  this  remark  apply  to  roach. 
The  side  drains  have  been  literally  full  of  these  fi*h,  many 
of  which  have  now  found  their  way  into  the  mam  streams. 
The  opening  day,  though  not  of  the  pleasantest  for  a 
commencement  of  operations,  owing  to  a  very  high  wind, 
was  nevertheless  fine,  and  many  anglers  disported  them- 
selves on  the  banks  of  the  various  rivers  and  drains  which 
intersect  the  district.  Some  waters  are  yet  too  weedy  to 
ensure  success,  but  those  who  angled  at  the  drain  ends, 
where  the  water  is  generally  free  from  obstruction, 
obtained  plenty  of  sport  amongst  roach  and  eels,  the 
latter,  as  is  frequently  the  case  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season,  being  very  active,  and  vigorously  accepted  the 
worm  baits  offered.  One  angler,  on  Wednesday,  alone 
took  61b.  of  eels  and  seven  brace  of  roach  from  the  Forty- 
foot  several  of  the  latter  weighing  upwards  of  gib.  each. 
Generally  speaking,  the  prospects  are  most  er.couraging, 
but  angling  will  not  become  general  until  the  drains  have 
been  roded. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 
We  have  bad  fine  weather  the  past  week,  and  the  river 
Hull  has  fished  fairly  well,  a  few  nice  trout  having  been 
taken,  and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  good  season  for 
roach  fishers  j  and  reports  from  the  rivers  Ludd, 
Ancholme,  and  Market  Weightoa  Canal  are  also  very 
favourable.  The  Wednesday  A.S.  travelled  to  Bngg  for 
tbeir  roving  match  on  June  10;  and  to-day,  Saturday 
(19th),  the  George  and  Dragon  A.S.  and  North  Mjton 
A.S  bct'a  have  a  match  on  the  Market  Weighton  Canal  ; 
and  the  Alexandra  A.S.  also  have  a  match  on  the  river 
Ludd  at  Thornsby  Bridge;  and  at  Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the 
Ancholme,  there  are  two  open  matches,  one  promoted  by 
the  River  Hull  Angling  Society,  the  other  a  benefit  match, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Clarence  A.S.  and  the  Hull 
Amalgamation,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  T.  Glenton.  On  the 
22nd  the  following  societies  will  fish  a  match  each  :  The 
Waltonians  on  the  canal  at  Newport;  the  Derringham 
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A.S.  on  the  Ludd,  at  Thornsby  Bridge  ;  and  on  the  river 
Hull  the  Old  Sculcoates  A.S.  at  Wawne,  and  the  Stoneterry 
AS  on  Cicey  Flatts;  and  on  Saturday  next  (20th), 
Reckett's  A.S.  will  fish  a  match  at  Hedon,  on  the 
Burstwick  Drain ;  and  Blundell  Spence  and  Go.  s  A.S.  at 
Ferriby  Sluice,  on  the  Ancholme.  The  River  Hull 
Angling  Society  fished  their  second  match  on  the  Hull,  at 
Swinemoor,  Mr.  J.  Barley  taking  first  prize.  lne 
Navigation  Angling  Society  fished  in  the  Hull,  at 
Weelferry,  Mr.  W.  Pedder  being  first  with  lib.  7oz. ;  and 
the  Albion  A.  A.  fished  at  Hull  Bridge,  Mr.  1  rank  Carle 
tiking  first  prize.  The"  Old  Sculcoates  Angling  Society 
fished  at  Patrington  Haven,  Mr.  L.  Lmsley  being  first. 
The  Hearts  of  Oak  Angling  Society,  of  Driffield,  fished  a 
match  near  Hempholme  Lock,  the  first  prize  being  taken 
by  Mr.  A.  Waites.  On  June  26  the  Newington  Angling 
Society  will  fish  at  Saxby  Bridge,  on  the  Ancholme;  and 
the  Hull  Butchers  A.S.  wilt  fish  on  the  same  day  at 
Brigham,  near  Driffield. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 
Inquiries  are  frequently  made  by  intending  visitors  to 
Windermere  and  others  as  to  perch  fishing  on  the  lake,  and 
the  question  has  just  come  before  the  local  board  of  con- 
servators. Although  there  is  a  statutory  close  time  tor 
this  fish,  it  has  never  really,  to  the  writer's  knowledge, 
been  observed  or  enforced  here.  This  is  partly  owing  to 
the  immense  number  of  perch  in  Windermere,  and  to  the 
small  esteem  in  which  that  fish  is  held  in  the  locality.  At 
the  meeting  referred  to,  held  last  week,  Major  Braith- 
waite-Wilson,  himself  an  expert  angler,  suggested  the 
advisability  of  altering  the  legal  close  time,  which,  as  it 
now  existed,  only  put  people  in  the  wrong.  He  did  not 
think  that  killing  perch  would  do  any  harm  if  the  open 
season  were  fixed  earlier  j  in  fact,  he  thought  it  would  be 
a  good  thing  to  make  it  earlier.  Other  gentlemen  con- 
curred in  these  views,  and  the  gallant  major  gave  notice 
that  he  would  bring  the  matter  forward  at  the  next 
meeting.  Angling  on  the  rivers  is  nowhere  at  present 
being  prosecuted  with  much  vigour,  the  majority  of 
streams  being  low,  and  in  some  cases  dirty.  There  have 
been  a  few  notable  exceptions,  however,  and  we  know 
of  one  angler  who,  for  several  days  in  succession,  has 
averaged  111b.  per  day  of  good  trout  on  the  Lune.  Very 
little  is  being  done  on  the  Derwent  and  other  rivers 
although  fair  sport  may  be  enjoyed  on  the  lakes,  parti 
cularly  Windermere  and  Derwentwater,  where  several 
splendid  fish  have  lately  been  secured,  including  a  hand- 
some trout  of  31b.  by  Mr.  Hill,  and  four  to  the  rod  of  Mr. 
T  Hudspith  ;  while  on  tha  river,  Mr.  J.  Cowperthwaite 
had  41b.,  Mr.  M.  Stanley,  71b. ;  and  Mr.  M.  Towers,  14Jlb. 
Mr.  T.  Ellwood,  on  Thursday,  had  a  score  trout  on  the 
Eden. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

The  St.  Helen's  anglers  start  the  coarse  fishing  season 
with  their  annual  meeting.  What  can  be  more  appropriate 
than  starting  afresh  with  a  new  executive  ?  Their  last 
season  was  a  good  one,  and  the  present  season  also 
promises  well.  Mr.  F.  Booth,  Gorton,  was  a  lucky  man 
in  getting  to  private  waters  on  the  9th,  and  securing 
twenty  very  fine  fish.  Anyone  fortunate  enough  to  get 
to  this  particular  place  should  be  a  happy  man.  The 
annual  Whitsuntide  match  promoted  by  the  Bolton 
Association  was  a  big  thing  in  numbers,  but  the 
weights  were  disappointing.  The  match  was  fished  in  a 
water  which  was  thrown  open  to  the  public  on  May  1. 
Anything  more  unsportsmanlike  or  foolish  is  hard 
to  imagine,  and  this  may  have  militated  against 
the  weights.  To  commenca  fishing  a  water  con- 
taining nothing  but  coarse  fish  in  the  middle  of  close 
time,  as  arranged  by  Nature  and  not  man,  is  monstrous 
but  railway  companies  are  difficult  to  instruct  or  lead. 
Several  fishermen  have  been  doing  well  in  the  Wyre,  two 
well  known  in  tie  district  are  Messrs.  F.  Bibby  and  G.  E. 
Yates;  both  did  fairly  well,  taking  some  very  nice  fish. 
It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Robin  Hoods,  Clifton, 
have  done  fairly  well  in  their  scheme  to  provide  funds  for 
stocking  purposes.  The  Bridgwater  Canal  has  given 
proof  already  of  its  sport  yielding  qualities.  Those  who 
are  sceptical  on  the  matter  should  pay  a  visit  to  Barton  or 
Worsley,  ani  hear  for  themselves.  The  amalgamation  of 
the  Caldishead  Club  and  a  Salford  club  is  spoken  of  for 
fishing  purposes. 

FROM  MANCHESTER 
We  have  at  last  got  to  work  again  after  the  great 
annual  holiday  of  last  week,  and  as  we  meet  one  another 
and  compare  notes  of  our  outings,  it  may  safely  be  said  the 
fish  we  did  not  catch  far  outnumbered  those  we  did  catch. 
Still,  however,  there  arc  a  few  bright  spots  in  the  review 
of  the  week.  The  Buckland  waters  fished  very  well. 
The  most  interesting  item  was  a  trout  of  3.Tlb.,  taken  by 
Charlie  Henshall.  It  is  not  long  since  one  of  331b.  was 
taken  from  the  same  water.  Another  resort  spoken 
well  of  by  its  patrons  is  the  Poynton  Canal. 
Many  fine  fish  were  taken  during  Whitsuntide.  Mr. 
De  Boinville,  in  various  waters,  accounted  for  eighteen 
brace  of  trout,  many  being  rainbows,  which  were,  of 
course,  put  back  to  grow.  Strange  to  say,  all  these  fish 
were  taken  on  Ginger  Quill  and  Olive  Quill  Gnats.  Ihe 
May  Fly  failed  to  account  for  a  single  fish,  although  our 
friend  visited  both  the  Alyn  and  Gowy  rivers,  and  saveral 
land-lockei  waters.  Mr.  Sam  Brooks  is  the  happy  angler 
who  got  a  good  basket  at  Woodhead.  The  smallest  fish 
was  12oz.,  and  all  were  trout^-that  float  of  his  has  caused 
the  death  of  scores  of  good  fish.  Mr.  Walmesby  out  in 
Cheshire,  and  Mr.  McCrirrick,  away  in  Scotland,  b  t  i 
report  that  sport  is  very  disappointing.  Evidently  the 
trout  are  backward  in  some  places,  owing,  doubtless,  to 
local  causes.  The  very  newest  angling  society  m  this  city 
is  the  "  Golden  Eagles,"  looated  in  Lodge-street, 
Miles  Platting,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  C  C rapper.  They 
are  to  meet  fortnightly 


FROM  NORFOLK. 

Very  little  has  been  done  in  this  locality  during  the  past 
week.  To-day  a  fair  catch  of  bream  was  secured  at 
Buckenham,  but  the  fish  have  not  done  spawning,  and 
should  not  be  killed  yet  for  a  week,  at  least.  The  East 
Anglian  Piscatorial  Society  will  partake,  by  the  kind 
invitation  of  the  president,  Mr.  W.  J.  Farrow,  of  a 
"  Jubilee  Supper"  to-morrow  (Thursday)  evening  at  the 
Criterion  Cafe,  Norwich.  The  waters  of  the  district  are 
all  in  splendid  order  for  coarse  fishing.  The  present 
hot  weather  suits  our  waters,  and  makes  them  nicely 
coloured ;  while  rain  clears  them  .by  stopping  the  fermen- 
tation which  goes  on  in  hot  weather  in  the  mud  at  the 
bottom  of  the  rivers.  Should  the  weather  continue  warm, 
some  big  catches  should  be  made  shortly. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 
The  long  looked  for  opening  day  was  ushered  in  with 
most  unfavourable  weather  for  the  pursuit  of  angling. 
Overnight  indications  overhead  pointed  to  a  change,  and 
we  experienced  one  immediately  the  morning  broke.  The 
wind  raged  furiously  for  some  hours,  and  we  all  know 
what  fishing  in  wind  means.  Still,  a  considerable  number 
of  fishermen  went  out,  but  the  takes  were  not  large. 
Shardlow  was  patronised,  as  was  King's  Mills.  Fuller 
particulars  of  sport  will  be  supplied  in  my  next.  On 
Tuesday  ni?ht  the  members  of  the  Wellington  Society 
celebrated  their  annual  dinner  at  their  headquarters,  the 
Wellington  Hotel,  and  later  on  the  executive  intend  to 
hold  a  picnic  on  a  huge  scale  at  Shardlow,  where  all  sorts 
of  coarse  fish  are  reported  to  be  abundant.  The  Waltonian 
Society  were  due  on  the  inaugural  day  to  hold  a  competi- 
tion at  Stoke,  and  to-day  (Saturday)  the  Shoulder  of 
Mutton  Association  formally  start  the  campaign  with  a 
friendly  match  at,  or  rather  below.  Averham  weirs.  The 
river  had  run  into  very  good  condition  for  chub,  roach, 
dace,  and  barbel  fishing,  and  for  the  present  the  best 
baits  for  use  are  gentles  and  caddis  grubs.  There  is  an 
abundance  of  eels  in  the  river,  and  these  ought  to  accept 
the  worm  rigged  up  on  ledgering  tackle.  Most  readers  of 
these  notes  were  personally  known  to  my  wife,  and  they 
will  regret  to  hear  that  she  pass  3d  peacefully  away  on 
Monday,  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  years. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 
The  weather  during  the  past  week  has  been  extremely 
favourable  for  outdoor  pursuits,  and,  as  a  natural  conse- 
quence, large  numbers  of  anglers  have  been  out,  and  in 
most  of  the  districts  patronised  by  Sheffielders  good  sport 
has  been  obtained.  In  the  dams  at  Hollow  Meadows,  a 
few  miles  from  the  city,  there  are  any  amount  of  fish,  and 
the  efforts  of  the  subscribers  to  these  waters  have  been 
crowned  with  better  success  of  late,  some  very  nice  fish 
having  been  captured.  The  lar*e  reservoir  at  Damflask 
has  been  very  disappointing  lately,  and  it  has  been  rather 
the  exception  than  the  rule  for  anglers  to  obtain  good 
baskets.  Not  that  there  are  no  fish  in  the  dam,  as  the 
state  of  affairs  is  just  the  reverse,  but  owing  to  the 
abundant  supply  of  natural  food,  the  trout  have 
been  very  chary  of  accepting  artificial  bait,  and 
it  has  been  only  the  cleverest  anglers  that  have 
succesded  in  catching  fish.  The  Sheaf  has  been  well 
patronised  ;  in  fact,  too  many  anglers  have  fished 
the  stream,  with  the  result  that  only  a  small  proportion 
of  fishermen  have  caught  fish.  The  Amber  has  recently 
been  in  capital  order,  and  tha  stretch  of  water  near 
Wingfield,  leased  by  the  Sheffield  Trout  Anglers'  Society, 
has  provided  the  members  with  good  sport,  and  near  the 
weir  fishermeu  have  landed  some  nice  specimens.  The 
Derwent  has  been  in  fine  trim,  and  between  Hathersage 
and  Grindleford  good  baskets  of  fish  have  been  obtained. 
The  private  club  waters  have  all  been  well  fished,  with 
gratifying  results.  The  coarse  fishing  season,  which 
opens  this  week,  has  been  anxiously  awaited  by  thousands 
of  Sheffield  anglers.  The  two  large  societies,  which  have 
between  them  nearly  12,000  members,  have  made  ample 
arrangements  for  the  season,  and  have  leased  miles  and 
miles  of  fishing  in  the  well  known  districts  of  Lincoln- 
shire. From  the  Witham  come  encouraging  reports  of 
prospects  for  a  good  year,  although  it  is  admitted  that  the 
river  would  fish  much  better  if  it  were  well  dredged. 
The  waters  at  Bardney  and  Mount  Pleasant  contain  any 
amount  of  fish,  and  the  first  trips  of  the  season,  which 
run  on  Saturday,  are  bound  to  be  extensively  taken 
advantage  of  by  anglers  anxious  to  ha7e  a  try  at  the  roach 
and  other  specimens. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 
The  rivers  Severn  and  Teme  are  very  low  indeed,  the 
Severn  being  only  about  2in.  above  its  low  level,  and 
things  do  not  look  very  rosy  for  the  coarse  fish  angler  at 
the  end  of  the  close  season.  A  great  number  of  anglers 
are  on  the  water  to-day  (Wednesday),  and  the  Upton  and 
Severn  Club  are  fishing  their  first  contest  of  the  season , 
but  do  not  expect  heavy  catches.  The  heavy  ram  a  few 
days  ago  freshened  tha  water  up  a  b.t,  and  sport  on  the 
Temo  was  very  fair,  and  good  catches  of  trout  and  dace 
were  had  with  the  maggot  and  fly,  of  the  latter  Blue  Dun, 
Soldier  Palmer,  Red  Spinner,  Yellow  Dun,  and  Gnats 
were  used;  and  with  the  maggot  and  vamprey  heavy 
baskets  of  chub  were  had,  both  in  this  river  and  the 
Severn,  and  in  b  th  rivers  the  eels  are  taking  the  lob 
worm  freely.  Hia  Avon  has  this  season  been  protected 
during  the  close  time  more  than  it  has  boon  for  years, 
and  gives  promise  of  excellent  sport  among  the  coarse  fish, 
but,  through  the  increased  number  of  angling  clubs,  fishing 
in  this  river  will  bo  much  restricted  this  year.  Some 
capital  baskets  of  roach  were  taken  on  Monday  in  free 
portions  of  the  river,  and  the  various  club  members  will 
be  on  their  waters  in  large  numbers  at  the  end  of  the  week. 
FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 
Variable  conditions  of  weather  have  waited  upon  York- 
shire anglers  lately,  and  results  of  fishing,  generally 
speaking,  have  presented  great  contrasts.    On  the  whole, 
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'PURPLE 
HEATHER." 

THE 

NEW 
JACKET. 


FISHING  JACKET 

will  be  received  with  favour  by  those  who  study 
comfort  with  appearance."  —  Fishing  Gazette, 
Nov.  14,  1896.  _^  

"  An  admirably  designed  ooat  ....  so  out 
at  the  back  that,  while  it  allows  the  greatest 
possible  freedom  to  the  shoulders  and  arms,  it 
always  falls  into  its  place  and  hangs  well  and  ship, 
shape.  It  is,  in  fact,  exactly  what  a  true  sports- 
man requires — a  thoroughly  useful  and  workman- 
like garment." — Rod  and  Gun,  Oct.  17,  1896. 


RESISTUS." 
THE 
NEW 
CLOTH. 


"  '  RESISTUS  '  is  the  name  of  a  new  cloth  which 
has  the  tenacity  and  somewhat  the  appearance  of 
linen  twill,  but  to  the  touch  there  is  that  feeling  of 
softness  and  comfort  inseparable  from  a  woollen 
material.  .  .  .  A  more  suitable  fabric  out  of 
which  to  fashion  sportsmen's  garments  could  not 
be  imagined."—  Fishing  Gazette,  Nov.  14,  1896. 


DR.  JAEGER'S  CO. 

PURE  WOOL  TAILORS, 

42,  CONDUIT  STREET,  W 

Telegrams—  "H1GHMOST,  LONDON." 


and  French 

Maggi's  \  Maggi's 

French  Sonps 


CONSOMME 

In  Gelatine  Tubes. 

Boxes  containing  10  Tabes, 
Is.  8d.  ; 


(33  Varieties) 

In  Packets  of  6  Tablets, 
eacb  Packet  Is.  id. ; 


_       Post  Free,  Is.  10id.   \     Post  Free,  Is.  7d.      ^  ^ 

Free  Demonstrations  in  the  Use  of  these  Soups  are  held  frequently,  for  which  Card 
of  lactation  wiU  be  sent  on  Application  to  95,  Wigmore  Street. 

«i.„       .  Head  Quarters,  Egyptian  Army,  Wady  Haifa.  Adi-H  19  ISlfi 

Please  send  me  as  soon  as  possible  twelve  tins  of  Maggi's  ConBommf  We  have  fnnnrt  th* 
Consomme  excellent.  (Signed)      J.  K.  Watson,  Captain  6oVh ?eX "a. OO  to  the 

T  k.™.  t«^„„*  .  .  ,      ,  „     Jeafferson-Farnham  Arctic  Expedition,  May  12  1896' 

highest  value M™J?tVami2.leS  °f  Conden8ed ,SouPs  «ent  me,  and  I  consider*  henTof  the 
sidered I  n^n^^^0aa  ^  V017 -°^C0  ot  weight  and  e^ry  inch  of  space  has  to  be  con 
siaered.   The  Consomme^  is  supenor  to  anything  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  tried. 

  (Signed)        Joseph  Bussbll-Jeaffebson,  P.B.G.S.,  Ac 

•OP  ALL  QBOCEES  AND  ITALIAN  WAREHOUSEMEN. 

And  of  the  Solo  Agents, 

COSENZA  &  CO.,  95  &  97,  WIGMORE  STREET 

LONDON,  W.» 

Where  the  Soups  and  Consomme"  may  be  tasted  daily. 


Supplied  with  Running   Water  to  Represent  the  River  and  its  Tributaries 

PANORAMIC  MODEL  ,1  ROYAL  RIVER  THAMES, 

WITH  ITS  TRIBUTARIES.     FROM  SOURCE  TO  THE  NORE  LIGHT 

(About  50ft.  long  by  4*  wide.) 

ON  EXHIBITION,  in  the  North  Gallery,  at  the  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE  YACHTING  and  FISHERIES  EXHIBITION,  1897 

IP.  BRION 

GEOaBAPHBiE,    SURVEYOR,    DRAUGHTSMAN     M ( 1 1 1 T.'  r  r  t;-  w  . .  _  ' 

23in.  by  20in.    Price  £1  Is. 


London  (North),  London  (South),  Brighton.    Size  28in.  by  21in.  Price  £1  Is. 
  IV,       THE  GARDENS, 


S0U^fm.F^iifi^aA<yreM)-  Geological  Sections  at  edge  of  Model.    Slz,  38io. 

Athens  (Coloured  General).    Size  40in.  by  32io.    Price  £i  4s 
PKCKHAIVI        RYE,  LONDON, 


FIELD  MARSHAL  LORD  ROBERTS  ON  CAPTAIN  MAHAN'S  BOOKS  

6oWi%^  upon  mstonr  had  had ItZ?a  great 

that  IT  AROUSED  the  WKOIE  NA  TION,  aTd  nl^  !?*  arguments  even  to  the  dullest  understanding, 

at  a  proper  level  of  preparedness,  so  thai  SI^A^W  *  maintained 

^  SPSeCh  °f  FiSld  Marshal  Lord  Roberts  at  the  Booksellers'  dinner,  May  8  1897 
PADTaTm?   ?°SBeller8'    and    the    Libraries.      '  * 

__ __  _  CAPTAIN   A.  T.   MAHAN'S   NEW  WORK 

THE  LIFE  OP  NELSON    The  Embodiment  of  the  Sea  Power  of  Great  Britain. 

.  2  vols-'  dem*  &™>  m«trated  with  many  Photogravure  Portraits,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top  36s  net 

■•A  great  biography,  and  one  to'be  read  by  a„  nZ^^'  P°~°  ".RXM  tal^ace  ggg^S^^r  s^.^^^'^'^ 

rPTTITl       T3AW  A  T  V^t"^?^'  TX°^r  ?^eady.  «•*  a-ll  Book.eller8>. 

lMJii    KOYAL  NAVY.     A  History  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Prpsfint 

By  WM.  LAIRD  CMW^^^     Assistod  by  Sir  C.  R.  MARKHAl^rv^.C  B.  P.R.Q.S.  ;  Cap^tain  AT.  MAHAN^U.^N 

*  W-  W1^,°„.'  *°'  ,        5  vols  -  Wlth  numerous  Illustrations,  royal  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  25s.  each  net  ' 
,      .  rhB  F,rst  Volume  of  the  History  brings  the.  narrative  to  the  Rei<in  of  Qoaen  Elizabeth, 

He  ha,  produced  a.  indispensable  and  standard  M  ,  Evory  where  the  ^ar^ZJ^L^  research,'-^,,  ^ 

London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  A  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dur^a^ouse,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  B.C. 
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these  do  not  tell  up  in  favour  of  anglers,  for  nothing 
remarkable  appears  to  be  recorded.  Followers  of  the 
pastime  need  a  tranquil  habit  of  mind  to  face  such 
contrasts  as  have  recently  been  experienced.  "  From  hot 
to  cold  and,  dry  to  moist,  with  inward  ruling  change," 
&c,  in  the  course  of  forty-eight  hours  or  less,  are 
not  uncommon  conditions  at  present,  and  it  is  Hobson's 
choice  with  those  given  to  rod  and  line.  Under  the  trying 
influences  of  a  Yorkshire  climate  it  is  something  to  know 
that  a  respectable  "  something  "  in  the  way  of  angling 
during  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  has  been  accomplished. 
In  the  pleasant  hours  which  have  intervened  from  day  to 
day,  fishera  have  had  good  sport  on  some  of  the  rivers  with 
the  Stone  Fly,  a  number  of  tine  trout  having  been  secured 
on  the  Wharfe  and  the  Yore  ;  whilst  the  Green  Drake  has 
been  chiefly  to  the  front  on  the  Nidd,  the  Rye,  and 
the  Costa.  The  May  Fly  has  also  afforded  gratifying 
sport  in  some  localities.  For  Yorkshire  trout  just  now, 
the  Orange  Partridge,  Poult  Bloa,  Knotted  Midge,  and 
Light  Watchet  are  capital  lures  ;  whilst  as  an  evening  cast, 
the  use  of  the  Brown  Owl,  Bracken  Clock,  Knotted  Midge, 
and  Stone  Midge  ought  to  prove  advantageous.  Sport 
has  been  moderate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York,  on  the 
Ff  ss  ;  and  on  the  Ouse,  at  Bishopsthorpe,  Fulford,  and 
Naburn,  gome  fine  fish  have  been  landed  of  late. 


[  We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

"  DRY  FLY  ENTOMOLOGY." 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  grant  me  space  to  say  that  at  the 
time  of  writing  the  above  book  I  was  not  aware  that  the 
inception  of  the  pattern  No.  61,  Pike  Scale  Black  Gnat, 
was  due  to  Mr.  H.  S.  Hall. 

To  an  old  and  valued  friend  like  Mr.  Hall,  to  whom  dry 
fly  fishermen  owe  the  introduction  of  the  eyed  hook  and 
the  use  of  condor  quill  for  bodies,  I  should  be  the  last, 
even  unconsciously,  to  offer  a  slight. — Yours  faithfully, 
Frederic  M.  Halford. 

GOOD  SALMON  FISHING  ON  THE  MOY. 
My  Dear  Editor, — The  following  is  an  extract  from 
a  letter  about  the  Foxford  fishing :  "  The  angling  has  been 
very  good.  Major  W.  got  eleven  last  week  and  lost  four. 
They  got  ten  spring  fish  at  Cloonyer,  one  of  them  241b. 
weight.  .  .  .  Pat"  (Coghlan  of  the  hotel,  who  has 
the  letting)  "  charges  £2  10s.  a  week."  June  is,  however, 
the  best  month  at  Foxford  generally,  but  considering  the 
proximity  of  Loughs  Cullen  and  Conn,  and  that  the  Moy 
sometimes  affords  inexplicably  good  results,  I  think  I  may 
venture  to  give  brother  anglers  the  above  information 
-without  much  fear  that  it  will  be  throwing  away  a  holiday 
to  go  to  Foxford.— Yours,  Hi-Regan. 

THE  AMENITIES  OF  ANGLING. 

Sir, — As  an  old  time  angler,  and  now  more  of  a  looker 
on,  one  can  but  regret  to  read  and  hear  the  bickerings  and 
jealousies  of  the  present  day  angler— I  beg  pardon,  some 
of  them.  I  am  loth  to  believe  that  even  yet  there  are  not 
to  be  found,  somewhere  and  occasionally,  anglers  who  will 
not  only  endeavour  not  to  annoy  others,  but  in  some  cases 
even  make  an  effort  to  assist  a  "  brother  angler  "  to  sport. 
Pardon  the  cant  phrase,  but  there  are  times  when  a  little 
sarcasm  is  not  only  allowable,  but  wise,  if  only  as  a  safety 
valve.  During  the  present  trout  season  on  the  Thames,  at 
a  well-known  angling  resort,  the  following  little — miserably 
little — meanness  has  been  practised  on  more  than  one 
occasion  (not  to  mention  previous  seasons,  when  much  the 
same  thing  occurred). 

A  member  of  one,  or  more,  of  the  leading  angling 
societies,  a  clever  and  most  considerate  sportsman,  is  try- 
ing for  a  certain  fish ;  just  on  its  feeding,  the  "brother 
angler"  comes  on  the  scene,  having  been  fishing_  all  day 
"  all  over  the  shop  "  ;  what  does  he  do,  instruct  his  fisher- 
man to  pas3  as  quietly  as  possible  F  Oh !  dear  no ;  he 
causes  his  punt  to  be  ranged  alongside  the  tiny  float, 
which  the  other  angler  has  carefully  floated  down 
to  the  feeding  fish.  Upon  a  gentle  remonstrance  being 
wafted  down,  and  his  attention  drawn  to  the  said  float, 
what  does  he  do ;  apologise,  remove  his  punt  at  once  ? 
No,  indeed !  Instead  he  takes  up  one  of  the  three  rods  on 
board  and  deliberately  begins  fly  casting,  whilst  other 
two  are  working,  presumably,  with  live  baits.  Upon 
inquiry,  one  learns  that  (1)  the  angler  from  London  is  a 
well  known  and  clever  angler;  (2)  he  supports  the  local 
trout  re-stocking  association,  notwithstanding  he  has  not 
taken  a  trout  out  of  its  waters ;  (3)  he  has  the  constant 
trouble  and  expense  of  travelling  some  considerable 
distance  to  reach  his  fishing,  stiff  hotel  bills  to  meet,  &c. ; 
and  all  for  what  ?  As  regards  the  "  brother  angler,"  we 
learn  (1)  that  he  is  credited  with  breaking  away  from  more 
trout  than  he  lands  ;  (2)  that  he  has  taken  numbers,  some 
of  them  being  set  up ;  that  he  does  not  support  the  local 
association ;  (3)  that  when  fishing  he  is  on  the  spot  for 
d*ys  and  sometimes  weeks  together,  can  therefore,  or 
ought  to,  give  and  take  a  little ;  (4)  we  learn  that  the 
"  brother  angler  "  is  an  officer  in  Her  Majesty's  service — 
presumably,  therefore,  a  gentleman — an  angler,  too, 
presumably,  therefore,  a  sportsman.  In  the  light  of  the 
facts  presumption  can  go  no  further.  Alas !  alas  '. — 
Yours,  &c.,    Out  of  Date. 

DETACHED  BODIES  FOR  MAY  FLIES. 
Dear  Sir, — In  reviewing  Mr.  Halford's  new  book  on 
dry  fly  entomology,  in  Fishing  Gazette  of  June  12,  you 
give  the  following  on  page  410 :  "  I  am  not  at  all  surprised 
to  find  tbat  no  description  is  given  of  making  May  Flies 
with  detached  bodies.  Experience  having  shown  that  they 
are  not  generally  euccesef  ul ,  their  use  is  not  recommended. 


From  my  own  experience  I  have  long  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  any  flies  with  detached  bodies  are,  as  a  rule, 
a  delusion — not  to  the  trout  but  to  the  angler.  '  Why  is 
the  detached  body  a  delusion  to  the  angler  ?  The  reason 
why  I  ask  this  question  is  this  :  I  had_  a  day's  fishing  on 
June  5  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  river  Weaver,  better 
known  as  Wrenbury  Brook.  It  is  a  thickly  wooded 
stream,  and  bad  to  fish  with  fly.  The  May  Fly  was  well 
on,  and  the  trout  were  using  bold.  I  dressed  some  May 
Flies,  Green  Drake  and  Grey  Drake,  with  detached 
bodies.  I  saw  a  nice  trout  rising.  I  put  on  a  Green 
Drake.  I  could  not  fish  upstream,  it  being  arched  over 
with  trees.  I  pushed  the  rod  through  the  bushes,  and 
floated  it  down,  and  dropped  the  fly  on  with  the  left 
hand.  He  rose  bold  three  times  in  succession,  and  I 
missed  him  each  time.  And  I  rose  another  in  the  evening 
three  times  with  Grey  Drake;  the  same  result.  I  rose 
eleven  trout  that  day,  and  I  must  admit  I  came  back 
without  a  fish.  Is  it  because  the  flies  were  dressed  with 
a  detached  body  ?  I  have  never  experienced  the  like 
before. 

I  fished  the  Severn,  at  Welshpool,  on  Whit  Monday, 
and  took  a  nice  trout  with  natural  minnow.  Full  length, 
17in. ;  girth,  9£in. ;  weight,  21b.  lion.  ;  weighed  in  Crewe 
No.  1  Angling  Society. — Yours,  &c,         Red  Quill. 

[We  have  rarely  found  detached  body  flies  either  take 
so  well  or  hook  so  well  as  the  ordinary  kind. — Ed.] 

TROUT  AND  COLOUR. 
gIR) — Whether  or  not. trout  can  distinguish  colour  will, 
I  suppose,  be  always  a  matter  for  discussion.  I  prefer  to 
think  they  do,  and  the  following  incidents  will,  I  think,  be 
on  the  side  of  this  theory.  On  Thursday  of  last  week  I 
was  fishing  in  preserved  water  on  the  Upper  Tamar,  and 
caught  forty  in  all.  In  the  morning  my  cast  was  made  up 
of  an  Alder  as  leader  and  Black  Palmer  as  dropper,  and 
for  some  time  the  latter  was  taken  exclusively  ;  later,  the 
Alder  accounted  for  every  fish,  its  position  being 
unchanged ;  and  yet  later  again,  when  the  Drakes  came  on 
and  I  changed  the  Black  Palmer  for  a  Grey  Drake,  the 
Drake  was  taken  exclusively.  This  plain  statement  speaks 
for  itself.  A  season  or  two  ago  I  was  fishing  some 
distance  down  the  same  stream;  and  was  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Matta,  inspector  of  schools.  A  black  fly 
was  on  the  water,  and  the  trout  were  rising  in 
a  very  remarkable  way.  Whilst  the  rise  lasted 
(about  an  hour)  we  scored  very  fast,  getting  at  least  two 
dozen  each  in  that  time ;  but  although  we  had  other  flies 
on,  they  would  have  nothing  but  the  black.  I  do  not 
think  it  proves  anything  to  be  able  to  show  that  trout  rose 
well  at  any  given  time  to  a  nondescript  fly.  When  flies 
are  rife,  they  will  often  take  any  fly  deftly  put,  simply 
because  they  are  then  going  for  fly  food  in  preference  to 
anything  else,  it  being  plentiful  enough  to  make  it  worth 
their  while.  If  A.  and  B.,  being  equally  good  fishermen, 
fishing  together,  A.  with  an  orthodox  drake,  and  B.  with  a 
monstrosity,  were  equally  successful,  then  the  fact  would 
lend  some  colour  to  the  theory  that  trout  do  not  distinguish 
differences  of  colour,  but  it  would  scarcely  amount  to  a 
proof.— Yours  very  truly,  J,  H.  Barton. 

A  GOOD  PLACE  ON  THE  BROADS. 

Dear  Editor, — 1  think  I  can  find  your  correspondent, 
"W.  H.  T.,"  June  12,  a  proper  place  to  locate  for  (as  he 
wishes)  a  bit.  of  quiet  fishing  "  on  the  Broads,"  seeing  I 
have  visited  one  broad  eleven  times  in  ten  years. 

'Tis  "  good  old  Ormesby,"  seven  miles  from  Yarmouth  ; 
but  he  can  get  off  at  Great  Ormesby  Station,  and  a 
wagonette  meets  trains.  Let  him  go  to  the  Sportsman's 
Arms,  and  ask  for  "  Sam,"  Little  Ormesby,  who  owns  all 
the  boats,  and  he  will  "  do  your  '  W.  H.  T.'  fine."  Your 
Mr.  Howard  knows  me,  and  I  think  he'll  bear  me  out  in 
all  I  say  ;  if  I  am  a  "  poor  despised  bottom  fisher,"  I  can 
tell  the  truth  (when  convenient).  I  intend  to  land  at  the 
same  spot  on  Aug.  4,  and  if  I  do  anything  great  I  shall 
have  the  biggest  pleasure  in  sending  you  a  line,  if  wished. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Oliver  Burton. 

[We  never  heard  of  a  poor  despised  bottom  fisher.  Fish- 
ing is  like  some  wit  said  of  port  wine  :  "  Some  may  be 
better  than  ethers,  but  there  is  no  bad  port  wine."— Eb.] 

Dear  Sir,— In  answer  to  "  W.  H.  T.,"  I  would  recom- 
mend Stalham  for  a  week's  quiet  fishing  on  the  Broads. 
I  always  make  the  Maid's  Head  my  headquarters.  It  is  a 
comfortable  place,  and  the  charges  reasonable.  The 
services  of  Alma  Nichols,  a  first-rate  fisherman,  can  be 
obtained  ;  or,  if  engaged,  he  is  always  ready  to_  advise 
anglers  as  to  swims  and  best  baits.  Boat  hire  is  from 
Is.  6d.  to  2s.  per  day.  Stalham  can  be  reached  either 
from  King's  Cross  by  G.N.R.  or  from  Liverpool-street  by 
G.E.R.,  in  the  latter  case  changing  at  North  Walsham.— 
Believe  me,  yours  faithfully,    W.  J.  Simpson  Ladell. 

Dear  Sir, — With  reference  to  the  inquiry  under  this 
heading  appearing  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette,  I  would 
suggest  to  W.  H.  T.  "  that  he  should  try  Barton  Broad, 
a  splendid  area  of  water,  and  the  River  Ant,  &c,  near, 
where  unquestionably  he  will  find  some  particularly  quiet 
fishing.  This  locale,  too,  is  well  situated  for  reaching  the 
numerous  other  fishy  waters  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood. 

The  station  for  Barton  Broad  is  Stalham,  on  the 
Yarmouth  branch  of  the  M.  and  G.N.R.  (joint  line).  At 
Stalham  Staithe,  a  few  minutes'  walk  from  the  station, 
boats  can  be  hired  at  nominal  terms ;  there  is  no  lack  of 
very  decent  accommodation  in  the  parish,  and  it  possesses 
also  a  capital  tackle  shop  in  case  of  accident,  with,  I 
believe,  a  thorough  practical  local  angler  as  proprietor. 
This  latter  assertion  I  think  "  Dragnet  '  can  confirm. 

[Quite  correct,  "  Wagtail  "—Alma  Nichols,  one  of  the 
very  best.] 

I  would  advise  your  queriest  to  obtain  from  Jarrold  g,  or 
Warwick- lane,  London,  a  very  useful  little  book  by  R.  Moll, 


"  Fishing  in  Norfolk  Waters,"  published  a  year  or  so  ago, 
teeming  with  information  which  he  will  find  invaluable, 
and  which  your  valuable  space  will  not  permit  me  to  cite 
from.— Yours  truly,  Water  Wagtail. 

Dear  Sir, — I  notice  in  the  current  issue  of  your  paper 
a  request  from  "  W.  H.  T."  for  information  in  reference 
to  a  quiet  pk  ce  on  the  Broads  for  a  week's  fishing. 

I  have  to-day  returned  from  the  Ferry  Hotel  at  Horn- 
ing, where  I  have  spent  a  most  enjoyable  fortnight,  and  I 
feel  sure  that  "  W.  H.  T."  could  not  find  abetter  place  to 
stay  at. 

It  is  one  of  the  best  fishing  centres  on  the  Broads,  ard 
the  inn  is  a  most  comfortable  one.  I  inclose  my  card. 
Yours  truly,  W.  J.  T. 

PRESERVATION  OF  THE  RIVER  MEDWAY. 

Sir, — In  "  J.  F.'s  "  letter  of  last  week  he  speaks  of  the 
preservation  of  the  Medway  having  been  neglected.  There 
are  some  who  would  like  "  J.  F.  "  to  explain  in  what, 
manner  this  is  so.  If  he  is  referring  to  the  Maidstone 
Angling  Society,  he  is  making  a  great  mistake.  Since  1 
have  had  the  honour  of  knowing  tbat  society,  everything 
has  been  done  that  was  possible  to  preserve  its  waters. 
Certainly  there  has  been  no  re-stccking  done  of  late,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  society  has  not  had  the  funds 
to  do  it  with.  If  all  London  angling  societies  whose 
members  visit  the  Medway  were  to  contribute  a  little, 
much  could  be  done  towards  re-stocking.  I  think,  in 
referring  back  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  of  Jan.  2,  a 
somewhat  detailed  account,  by  Mr.  Skinner,  of  what  has 
been  done  will  be  found. 

'  With  regard  to  obtaining  rights  from  riparian  ownerp, 
the  Maidstone  Angling  Society  held  meetings  months 
back  for  discussing  that  object,  and  appointed  delegates 
of  several  influential  gentlemen  and  sportsmen  of  Maid- 
stone and  London  to  canvass  matters,  and  even  now  are 
only  waiting  to  hear  from  those  gentlemen  before  taking 
any  further  steps. 

It  is  hardly  probable  that  the  Maidstone  Angling 
Society,  which  consists  of  a  strong  and  influential  body, 
having  been  the  mainstay  of  angling  on  the  River  Med- 
way for  the  past  fifteen  year3,  will  take  a  back  seat  to 
the  so-called  Medway  Angling  and  Preservation  Society, 
which,  I  believe,  consists  of  about  fifteen  members. — 
Yours,  &c ,  G.  S.  Crane. 

IS  SHOOTING  TROUT  ILLEGAL. 

Sir, — Is  trout  shooting  illegal  ?  I  fear  not,  but  certainly 
it  is  causing  the  extermination,  by  degrees,  of  the  finest 
trout  in  many  of  the  best  rivers  in  the  south  cf  Ireland. 
When  one  man  can,  under  favourable  conditions,  kill  a 
dozen  or  more  in  a  morning's  walk,  principally  in  the 
pools,  it  is  not  surprising  that  on  a  river  like  the  Suir  here, 
where  trout  shoctsTS  are  numerous,  the  ill  effects  are 
becoming  painfully  visible.  There  was  a  case  tried  on  the 
Awbeg,  which  runs,  through  Doneraile,  but  I  cannot 
learn  what  was  the  ultimate  decision.  A  skilful  trout 
shooter  fires  the  moment  a  fish  rises,  and  should  seldom 
miss  a  favourable  chance  ;  large  trout  in  deep  weedy  pools 
can  escaps,  to  a  great  eitent,  the  net  poacher,  but  not 
the  gun. — Yours,  &c,  Watchett. 

[In  England  and  Wales  shooting  trout  is  illegal,  not 
directly,  but  in  this  way :  The  22nd  section  of  the  Salmon 
Fisheries  Act,  1873,  which  by  the  Freshwater  Fisheries 
Act  is  extended  to  trout,  makes  it  illegal  to  kill  trout  in 
any  way  whatever  except  by  a  proper  licensed  instrument. 
In  no  case  is  a  gun  a  licensed  instrument  for  killing  trout, 
and  so  everyone  who  shoots  trout  in  any  water,  public  or 
private,  is  liable  to  a  penalty  of  £5,  not  for  shooting,  but 
for  using  an  instrument  not  properly  licensed  for  taking  or 
killing  trout.  We  do  not  think  there  is  a  similar  clause  in 
the  Irish  Act,  and  if  there  is  not  are  afraid  the  practice 
is  not  illegal ;  but  it  should  be  made  so.  If  it  is  a  private 
fishery,  of  course  the  law  of  trespass  comes  in. — Ed.] 


THE  THAMES  MODEL  AT  THE  IMPERIAL 
INSTITUTE. 

Sir, — I  desire  to  thank  you  for  your  excellent  article,  and 
for  the  praise  bestowed  upon  me  re  Model  of  the  Valley  of 
the  Thames  with  real  water  flowing  in  tributaries  and  rivers, 
and  shewing  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide,  at  the  Imperial 
Institute  Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition,  South 
Kensington.  I  have  received  hundreds  of  congratulations. 
Perhaps  it  would  not  be  out  of  place  to  mention  that 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  being  presented  to  His  Royal 
Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales— and  after  explaining  the 
working  of  the  model,  how  constructed,  places  of  interest, 
&c,  he  pronounced  the  model  to  be  a  wonderful  piece 
of  work,  and  said  that  it  was  "  very,  very  good."  Ho 
then  desired  me  to  show  him  the  sources  of  the  Thames, 
and  asked  questions  as  to  why  the  Thames  at  this  point 
was  called  the  Isis.  I  explained  that  at  the  source  of 
the  Thames  (near  Cirencester)  there  was  a  temple  erected 
over  the  springs  to  the  goddess  "  Isis"  (a  custom  which 
prevails  in  foreign  countries  even  to  the  present  time). 
I  also  referred  to  the  remains  of  the  ancient  British 
encampment  on  the  top  of  the  small  hill  in  the  midst 
of  the  valley  at  the  head  of  the  springs  of  the  Thames. 
The  Prince  asked  whether  the  other  numerous  springs 
wero  not  also  considered  as  sources  of  tho  Thames.  I 
said,  "  Yes,  your  Royal  Highness,  they  are  ;  but  tradition 
points  that  the  before  mentioned  spring  really  has  five 
small  fountains  falling  into  one  basin.  Tho  people  of 
Gloucestershire  hold  that  the  River  Churn,  which  rises 
several  miles  to  the  north-west,  at  a  higher  point  of 
tho  Cotswold  Hillp,  has  seven  small  springs  falling  into 
one  basin.  It  is  bui  rounded  by  British  encampments,  and 
is  the  roal  source  of  the  River  Thames."  After 
thanking  me,  and  expressing  his  approval  of  the  model, 
he  said  he  must  come  again  and  pay  it  another  visit.— 
Yours  faithfully,  Henry  F.  Bbion. 


us 
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FRESHWATER  PISHING  NEAR  SOUTHEND. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  or  some  of  your  readers  kindly 
inform  me  through  the  medium  of  your  paper  if  there  is 
any  good  freshwater  fishing  near  Southend-on-Sea,  or 
within  a  few  miles  of  it,  on  the  Great  Eastern  or  London 
and  Tilbury  Railway.  I  would  not  mind  paying  a  moderate 
sum  per  day  for  right  to  fish.  Will  some  of  your  readers 
also  kindly  inform  me  if  there  is  any  good  freshwater 
fishing  (coarse  fishing)  in  the  Lake  districts  near,  say, 
Keswick  or  Ambleside  ;  and  what  is  there  to  be  had,  and 
is  it  a  dear  place  to  stop  at  ? — Yours,  &c, 

G.  J.  Newman. 

FISHING  NEAR  HITC'HIN. 
Dear  Sir, —  I  am  going  to  spend  my  holidays  at 
Ickleford,  a  small  village  three  miles  from  Hitchin,  Herts  ; 
and  should  be  glad  if  you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  tell 
me,  through  the  medium  of  your  paper,  what  coarse  fishing 
is  to  be  obtained  in  that  district.  Also  to  whom  to  apply 
for  permission  to  fish  (if  required). — Yours,  &c,  W.  A.  N. 

RE  "  RARE  CATCHES." 
Dear  Sir,— Mr.  F.  G.  Aflalo,  in  his  delightful  little 
article,  "  Rare  Catches,"  in  your  issue  of  June  12,  says, 
in  leference  to  red  mullet,  that  there  are  not  perhaps  more 
than  a  dozen  instances  on  record  of  its  having  taken  the 
hook. 

This  surprises  me,  as  both  myself  and  wife  have  taken 
them  frequently  while  ledgering  with  fine  tackle,  but, 
strange  to  say,  large  hooks  and  bait,  both  at  "  les  Sables 
d'Olonne  "  and  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  in  France.  I,  too,  was 
originally  under  the  impression  that  red  mullet  were  not 
to  be  hooked,  but  after  catching  quite  two  dozen,  and 
seeing  them  caught  by  others  at  these  places,  I  concluded 
that  it  was  a  popular  fallacy ;  but  when  an  authority  like 
Mr.  Aflalo  writes  like  this,  I  begin  to  wonder  if  I  had 
unusual  luck,  or  if  French  red  mullet  are  bolder  feeders 
than  their  English  confreres  f  One  fish  at  St.  Jean  de 
Luz  was  over  21b.,  a  monster  in  my  experience,  and  his 
liver,  the  tit -bit,  was  equally  fine  in  proportion. — Yours, 
&c,  Oyster. 

WOODHALL  SPA. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  any  correspondent  of  the  F.  O. 
kindly  tell  me  what  sort  of  fishing  may  be  expected  in 
July  in  the  Witham,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Woodhall 
Spa,  in  Lincolnshire.  Are  there  any  chub  to  be  caught 
with  the  artificial  fly ;  and  is  there  any  trout  fishing  in  the 
neighbourhood  within,  say,  ten  to  twelve  miles  ;  if  so,  how 
obtained,  by  payment  or  otherwise  ? — Yours,  &c, 

*  Wanderer. 

"WHO'S  THE  CULPRIT"?  TENCH  WILL  EAT 
TROUT  FRY. 
Dear  Sir, — A  friend  of  mine,  on  receipt  of  a  consign- 
ment of  trout  fry,  placed  a  few  of  them  in  a  small  glass 
aquarium  containing  tench  only  ;  the  tench  devoured 
them  immediately.  I  should  say  "  J.  J.'s"  tench  ate  his 
minnows. — Yours  faithfully,  Sedge  Willow. 


WHAT  DOES  THE  NATTERJACK  LIVE  ON  ? 

Sir, — I  feel  induced  to  put  this  question  because,  not- 
withstanding the  presence  of  a  couple  of  Natterjacks  (land 
toads),  a  small  bronze  beetle  in  my  bit  of  grass  plot  has 
increased  and  multiplied  in  spite  of  the  Natterjacks. 
Toads  of  the  ordinary  large  kind  catch  all  sorts  of  beetles, 
and  they  have  been  made  to  disgorge  rare  species.  Are 
small  bronze  shiny  beetles  common  on  Surrey  heaths  and 
commons? — Yours,  &c,  _____  W.  F. 

THE  ORANGE  AND  YELLOW  PARTRIDGE. 

Sir, — Referring  to  the  Rev.  R.  E.  Ricketts's  letter  in  your 
issue  of  12th  inst.,  I  cannot  agree  with  him  that  the  above 
named  flies  are  mistaken  for  the  March  Brown.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Orange  Partridge  is  a  good  general  fly, 
and  in  my  view  it  bears  some  rtfsetnbknce  to  the  Red 
Spinner,  and  if  the  trout  do  take  or  mistake  it  for  any 
particular  fly,  I  suggest  that  they  take  it  for  the  Red 
Spinner  rather  than  for  the  March  Brown. 

So  far  as  my  experience  goes,  the  Yellow  Partridge 
becomes  attractive  in  the  month  of  May,  when  the  Yellow 
Dun  is  out,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  trout  take  it  for 
the  Yellow  Dun.  At  this  time  the  trout  divide  their 
attention  between  the  Yellow  Dun  (a  good  hackled  imita- 
tion of  which  is  composed  of  a  small  feather  taken  either 
from  the  inside  of  a  starling  or  young  grouse  wing,  or 
from  the  body  of  a  hooded  crow,  hackled,  or  a  body  of 
yellow  silk,  with  a  little  mole's  fur  under  the  fibres  of  the 
feather),  the  Yellow  Partridge,  and  the  Black  Spider,  and 
a  cast  made  up  of  these  three  flies  is  my  favourite  cast  for 
May.  The  Yellow  Dun,  which  I  have  described,  is  known 
in  Yorkshire  as  the  Moor  Poult. — Yours,  &c, 

Henry  Cabman. 

Clarence  Drive,  Harrogate,  June  14, 


TROUT  TAKING  RED  .MAY  FLIES. 

Sib, — Mr.  Andrew  Lang's  note  in  your  issue  of  the 
12th  inst.  is  very  interesting.  I  have  seen  the  flies  to 
which  he  refers,  but  I  do  not  think  the  fact  of  Sir  Herbert 
Maxwell's  catching  trout  with  these  red  arfd  bine  flies 
ought  to  be  accepted  as  a  corroboration  of  his  theory  that 
fish  are  probably  destitute  of  the  "  colour  sense." 

My  own  experience  leads  me  to  think  that  trout  have 
an  acute  perception  of  even  slight  differences  of  colour  in 
natural  flies. 

Mr.  Lang  says  "  this  casts  doubt  on  the  trout's  sense  of 
colour, "  but  there  are  times,  espscially  during  the  May  Fly 
season,  when  the  fish  seem  to  lose  their  heads,"  and  will 
rise  at  and  take  anything  (not  too  large)  that  may  float 
over  them,  and  at  such  -times  could,  no  doubt,  be  taken 


with  flies  of  any  shape  or  colour.  For  this  reason  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  real  ground  for  the  assumption 
that- the  trout  took  these  flies  believing  them  to-be  the 
natural  May  Flies. — I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

June  14.  Arthur  Clay. 

[We  tried  scarlet  May  Flies  on  the  Itchen  in  189(3  qu'ti 
without  success;  in  fact,  in  somo  instances,  the  fish  fairly 
bolted  at  sight  of  them.  It  is  true  they  were  very  parti- 
cular last  year.  Wo  quite  agree  with  Sir  Arthur  Clay  that 
Sir  Herbert  Maxwell's  success  with  red  and  blue  May 
Flie3  does  not  prove  that  trout  are  indifferent  to  colour  ; 
but  it  is  interesting. — Ed.] 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir, — Would  you  or  any  of  your  readers  kindly 
advise  me  where,  within  three  hours  of  London,  I  could 
get  really  good  bottom  fishing  and  a  quiet  fishing  inn.  I 
have  tried  St.  James'  Deeping,  the  Ouse  at  Brandon,  and 
Ringwood  in  Hants— all  good — but  wish  to  find  new  fields 
snd  pastures,  so  that  my  boys  see  new  country  at  the  same 
time  ;  and  oblige,— Yours,  &c,  R.  0.  W. 


Dear  Sir, — I  intend  visiting  Towyn,  North  Wales, 
about  the  second  week  in  August,  and  should  be  glad  if 
you  or  any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  any  informal  ion 
concerning  the  trout  fishing  in  the  Dysynni. 

1.  Is  water  public  or  fished  by  payment  ? 

2.  Is  wading  necessary  ? 

3.  Best  flies  for  time  of  year. 

4.  Best  part  of  river. 

5.  Average  size  of  fish. 

Any  further  paiticulars  would  be  welcome.  Thanking 
you  in  anticipation,  I  enclose  my  card,  and  remain, — Yoars 
tovlj,  _  T.  D. 

THE  UNITY  COUNCIL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  quite  expected  that  Mr.  Crumplen  would 
find  my  letter  unanswerable.  He  has  been  previously 
frequently  challenged  to  prove  his  statements,  and  has 
replied  in  the  same  manner.  My  object  in  writing  was  not 
to  get  an  answer  from  Mr.  C,  but  to  impress  upon  the 
average  London  angler  that  his  chance  is  slipping  by. 
Since  writing  my  letter,  I  am  told  that  the  article  I 
referred  to  is  from  the  pen  of  a  most  able  all-round 
angler,  and  perhaps  the  best  known  angling  author 
alive.  I  would  simply  ask  London  coarse  fishermen 
if  they  wish  to  rule  their  own  affairs,  as  the  salmon 
and  trout  fishers  do,  or  if  they  intend  to  permit 
themselves  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  Government  officials  who  know  nothing 
and  care  less,  about]  their  interests  ?  The  re-introduction 
of  a  new  Freshwater  Fisheries  Bill  looms  in  the  near 
future,  and  if  it  is  to  be  modified  to  suit  the  wishes  and 
welfare  cf  anglers  it  will  need  the  union  not  only  of 
London  associations,  but  of  the  whole  angling  con- 
fraternity. Oar  scheme  is  to  unite,  firstly,  London,  and 
then  the  provinces,  into  one  strong  representative  body, 
and  this  scheme  the  wiseacre  of  the  Central  Association, 
of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  of  the  Athenajum  A.S.  refers  to  as 
"the  nonsense  inseparable  from  their  theories."  This 
man  goes  on  reiterating  the  old  statements,  which  he 
cannot  prove,  and  making  fresh  which  his  own 
writings  deny.  Thus,  he  says  in  his  last  paragraph : 
"  The  unity  cry  is  not  intended  to  benefit  the 
many,  but  the  few,  and  is  as  much  against  the  interest  of 
one  association  as  the  other,  for  both  of  which  there  is  a 
good  field  and  ample  room  ?"  On  March  29, 1897,  in  reply 
to  a  letter  which  I  wrote  him  inviting  his  presence  at 
the  first  meeting  at  Swallow-street,  aftsr  refusing  to 
attend,  he  wrote:  "Its  real  object  is  not  union,  but 
discord,  in  the  vain  hope  of  interfering  with  the  progress 
of  the  Central  Association,  which  is  rapidly  becoming  the 
one  association  you  profess  to  wish  for." 

As  I  have  had  occasion  to  say  previously,  the  first  duty 
of  anglers  is  not  to  this  association  or  to  that,  but  is  to 
preserve,  and  if  possible  better,  for  themselves  the  angling 
they  already  possess.  How  this  can  possibly  be  against  the 
intere  its  of  the  many  no  one  has  yet  found  it  possible  to 
demonstrate,  and  the  "  good  field  and  ample  room"  for 
both  associations  may  with  safety  be  read  alongside  the 
words  "the  Central  Association,  which  is  rapidly 
becoming  the  one  association." 

These  pitiable  letters  defending  the  present  state  of 
affairs  are  the  finest  arguments  possible  in  favour  of  one 
central  anglers'  association. — Yours,  &c, 

Charles  S.  Patterson. 


THE  DESIRABILITY  OF  UNITY. 
Sir, — I  admit  that  at  the  last  annual  meoting  of  the 
A. A.  a  proposition  was  carried  that  in  future  a  fair 
amount  should  be  written  off  for  the  depreciation  of  its 
nets,  but  for  Mr.  Crumplen  to  characterise  its  balance- 
sheet  as  a  "  hollow  one,"  in  consequence  of  our  net 
having  done  so  at  once,  is  really  too  bad,  even  for  him. 
The  fact  being  that  we  could  not  ascertain  at  said  meeting 
the  probable  life  of  a  net,  possibly  Mr.  Crumplen  is  no 
better  informed  on  this  point.  The  nets  cost  £40  ;  if  it  is 
proved  that  5  per  cent,  is  a  sufficient  amount,  then  £2 
would  be  the  required  sum.  This  clearly  proves  the 
hollowness  of  Mr.  Crumpleu's  cry.  With  regard  to  the 
extract  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  make  from  my 
pamphlet,  "An  Angler's  Parliament,"  with  the  evident 
intention  of  throwing  ridicule  on  the  scheme,  I  may  at 
once  say  he  has  drawn  attention  to  the  imaginary  scene 
which  1  depicted  after  the  parliament  had  been  fully 
developed,  and  anglers  from  all  parts  of  England  wore 
taking  part  in  its  debates. 

He  has,  however,  very  improperly  left  out  the  important 
oint  which  I  urged,  viz. :  That  this  development  would 
ave  to  be  giadual,  as  circumstances  necessitated  (much  on 


the  same  lines  as  the  House  of  Commons  was  organised, 
from  the  old  trades  guilds).  It  is,  however,  somewhat 
strange,  but  nevertheless  true,that  many  of  my  suggestions 
have  been  adoptgd,  but  all  in  the  natural  way  advocated. 
For  instance,  the  East  and  West  Central  Associations 
amalgamated  under  the  title  of  the  Anglers'  Association 
in  1884,  that  is,  about  two  years  after  I  reid  my  paper,  and 
its  debates  have  since  been  held  in  the  Foresters'  Hall.  It 
has  also  been  found  necessary  to  have  three  separate  com- 
mittees. This  association  has  also  gained  additional  railway 
privileges  from  all  the  great  railway  companies  haying 
stations  in  London.  And  now,  were  anglers  to  combine, 
we  might  secure  Parliamentary  influence  sufficient  to 
obtain  for  us  the  privilege  of  issuing  fishing  licences  our- 
selves, instead  of  their  being  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Government  officials,  whose  salaries  would  probably 
absorb  a  large  portion  of  the  funds  so  collected,  unless 
such  licences  were  issued  at  much  higher  charges  than 
those  for  railway  privilege  tickets.  It  has  always  appsared 
to  me  that  railway  privileges  should  be  attached  to,  or 
form  part  of,  such  licence.  This  would  make  them 
popular.  Tbe  great  question  for  anglers  nowadays  is 
this :  Shall  enthusiastic  anglers  do  this  work  in  an 
honorary  manner,  or  only  charging  for  out  of  pocket 
expenses ;  or  shall  it  bo  done  on  ordinary  business  lines 
by  Government  officials  ?  The  ever  increasing  drain  on  our 
rivers  will  soon  force  the  Government  to  take  up  this  great 
question,  then  the  opportunity  which  anglers  now  have  for 
managing  their  own  affairs  will  probably  be  lost,  and  the 
money  which  might  nearly  all  be  spent  in  preservation  and 
re-stocking  will  be  spent  in  salaries.  Mr.  Crumplen  states 
that  "it  is  beyond  his  comprehension  what  is  wrong  with 
himself  and  the  T.A.P.S."  If  he  does  not  really  know, 
it  is  high  time  he  should,  for  it  is  inconsistent  for  him  to 
hold  a  post  on  the  committee  of  the  T.A.P.S.,  and  at  the 
tame  time  support  an  association  which,  by  undercutting, 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  proper  preservation  and  re- 
stocking of  our  public  rivers.  His  conduct  of  both  the 
T.A.P.S.  and  Central  Association  has  caused  the  Anglers' 
Association  to  divert  the  major  portion  of  their  annual 
grant  to  other  Thames  preservation  societies,  thus 
injuring  an  organisation  which  has,  for  many  years 
past,  done  excellent  work  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Thames.  And  now  I  will  depict  another  scene,  in  which 
he,  "  Old  Izaak,"  and  a  representative  of  the  unity 
council  are  engaged.  The  latter  has  had  the  good 
fortune  to  hook  two  good  fish.  The  names  of  these  fish 
are  "  Preservation  "  and  "  Re-stocking."  He  calls  to 
"  Old  Izaak  "  to  assist  him  with  his  landing  net,  instead 
of  which  he  ridicules  him,  and  calls  upon  other  anglers  to 
do  the  same,  some  of  whom  would  otherwise  have  been 
glad  to  help.  Is  this  like  our  good  old  Father  Izaak 
Walton?  Would  he  have  acted  thus  ?  An  echo  answers,  a 
thousand  times,  no.  And  now  a  word  for  those  whom  Mr. 
Crumplen  leads  or  misleads.  If  the  Freshwater  Fishery 
Bill  before  Parliament  should  be  revived,  and  licences  at 
2s.  a  year  only  be  charged,  unless  the  fund  thus  raised  be 
devoted  to  preservation  and  re-stocking,  how  much  benefit 
shall  we  derive  from  such  an  imposition  ?  Still  R.P.  tickets 
will  have  to  be  procured,  and  rents  of  all  private  fisheries 
will  have  to  be  paid  for.  Let  the  opponents  of  unity 
pause  ere  it  is  too  late.  Mr.  Crumplen  states  that 
the  more  the  unity  scheme  is  examined  the  more  the 
clubs  join  the  Central  Association  ;  this  is  strange,  very 
strange.  A  little  light  has  been  let  into  this  matter, 
many_  clubs  having  already  repudiated  the  Central 
Association's  statement  on  this  point,  and  I  read  a  letter 
from  the  secretary  of  another  club  this  week,  who,  having 
asked  this  association  a  few  questions,  was  stated  to  have 
gone  over  to  it,  whereas  he  goes  on  to  state  that  they 
have  done  nothing  of  the  kind.  If  Mr.  Crumplen  approves 
of  preservation  and  re-stocking,  why  does  he  not  assist 
the  unity  council  in  its  endeavour  to  obtain  more  of  these 
absolute  anglers'  necessaries  ?  Why  does  he  not  adopt 
and  recommend  his  association  to  follow  the  usual  Parlia- 
mentary procedure  of  reading  a  bill  or  measure  if  its 
principles  are  good, and  afterwards  amending  or  improving 
its  details  in  committee  ?  Trusting  that  the  anglers  of 
London  will  examine  these  matters  for  themselves, 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  &c,  A.  W.  Parker. 


OPEN    ROVING    COMPETITION  AT 
AMBERLEY. 

That  favourite  resort  of  the  London  club  angler, 
Amberley,  on  the  river  Arun,  will  be  the  scene  of  a  great 
competition  to-morrow,  June  20,  when  it  is  expected  and 
hoped  four  hundred  or  more  anglers  will  compete  for  the 
forty-five  prizes  offered.  The  proceeds  will  be  devoted  to 
the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent  Home 
funds.  In  addition  to  the  enumerated  prizes  in  last  week's 
Fishing  Qazette,  the  following  have  been  added  t  Mr.  C. 
Fletcher,  5s. ;  Mr.  G.  Plested,  2s.  6d. ;  Lincoln  A.S.,  5s. 
The  special  train  leaves  London  Bridge  Station  at  6.55  p.m. 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  is  specially  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  of  76,  Chancery-lane,  London, 
W.C.,  who  will  answer  all  inquiries  free  of  charge  to  our 

reade  rs : 

13,531.    M.  Ekenbei-g,  apparatus  for  cleaning  or  treating 

fish. 

13,578.    F.  G.  Richmond,  for  tin  application  of  pure 

oxygen  g.  s  to  the  transport  of  fish. 
13,911.    Aug.  Linton,  for  improvements  in  swimming 

floats. 


A  Newport  postman  named,  T.  Ridd,  was  on  June  9 
fishing  in  tho  Malpns  brook,  when  he  succeeded  in  landing 
a  trout  which,  on  being  scaled,  was  found  to  weigh 
41b.  7oz,  [How  much  did  it  weigh  before  being  "  scaled  ?  "J 
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ANGLING  AND  CLTJB  GOSSIP. 

SATURDAY,  JUKE  26th,  1897. 
NOTES  OF  A  SPORTSMAN. 


Chapter  I.— Early  Days. 
Born  and  bred  among  the  hills  and  beech 
woods  of  Buckinghamshire,  the  whole  joy  of  my 
boyish  days  was  in  sport.  It  was  not  inherited, 
unless  it  were  from  my  maternal  uncle,  and  an 
accident  had  left  bim  incapable  of  active  exercise 
and  had  caused  his  gun  to  repose  in  the  rack  over 
the  kitchen  fireplace.  Curious  specimens  ot  fare- 
arms  ornamented  that  kitchen:  long  barrelled, 
single,  flint-lock  guns;  horse  pistols,  pocket 
pistols,  a  constable's  staff,  gorgeously  painted 
with  the  Royal  Arms.  In  front  of  this  kitchen 
fire  we  sat  at  night  after  the  servants  had  gone 
to  bed,  and  my  uncle  discoursed  over  his  pipe  and 
tumbler  on  partridges,  hares,  and  the  repeal  ot 
the  com  duties.  How  well  he  shot  as  he  sat  by 
the  fire  What  averages  he  made.  It  is  a  way  we 
all  have  when  we  grow  old.  We  remember  only 
our  successes,  while  our  failures  have  been  passed 
cheerfully  into  oblivion. 

At  home  sport  was  not  encouraged,  but  a 
surreptitious  gun  at  a  farmhouse  gave  many 
enioyable  afternoons  in  the  winter  among  the 
big  larch  plantations,  where  the  birds  came  to 
roost  at  sunset ;  and  stuffing  the  rarer  specimens 
was  a  labour  of  love  in  the  evenings,  Springs 
and  horsehair  nooses  had  to  be  made,  and  the 
mornings  were  occupied  in  setting  these  by  the 
side  of  ponds  and  in  the  woods.  Nights  were 
never  wakeful  then,  and  the  only  dreams  were 
visions  of  woodcock  caught  in  those  springs, 


which  visions  the  morning  visit  to  them  sadly 

dlIPnutaway  from  me  now  the  serious  troubles 
that  my  want  of  learning  and  of  application 
brought  upon  me  at  school.    I  forget  that  head- 
master who,  in  my  grown  up  days,  I  longed  to 
meet  again  alone  on  a  Scotch  moor    He  nevei 
came.    Probably  he  did  not  reciprocate  my  wish. 
Only  the  glories  of  those  early  days  remain  to 
me,  and  over  them  I  can  linger  lovingly— 
Gaudeamus  igitur  juvenes  dum  sumus ; 
Post  jucundam  juventutem, 
Post  molestam  senec'utem, 
Nos  habebit  humus. 
Memory  is  still  fresh,  and,  like  the  dying  Falstaff, 
I  would  "  babble  o'  green  fields. 

On  half  holidays  the  French  master  and  I,  with 
a  ferret  and  half  a  dozen  rabbit  nets  m  my 
pockets,  hunted  the  banks  and  hedgerows  of 
unfrequented  lanes;  or,  just  after  harvest  we 
took  to  ratting,  with  the  assistance  of  a  friendly 
terrier,  Lives  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead  that 
he  is  careless  of  a  day's  ratting  ?  How  the  rats 
tumble  out  of  the  bank  before  the  ferrets !  How 
the  terriers  bound  from  one  to  another  of  the 
arch  backed  flying  vermin !  How  the  sticks  thud 
upon  the  ground!  The  battle  is  Homeric,  and  so 
s  the  slaughter.  It  is  all  on  the  one  side  and  I 
think  of  the  return  home  of  Ulysses,  and  the  rats 
are  the  unhappy  suitors,  for  that  is  the  particular 
book  of  the  Odyssey  that  will  have  to  be  read  at 
7  o'clock  school  to-morrow.  Then  a  shadow 
passes  over  the  afternoon  sun. 

A  year  or  two  later,  the  proud  possessor  ot  a 
double-barrel,  I  begin  my  education  among  the 
game  upon  my  uncle's  land.  Then  my  companion 
fnd  attendant  was  called  Dick.  He  had lived 
with  my  grandfather  and  uncle  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  had  married  a  servant  from  the 
housi  named  Lydia,  who  had  been  there  almost  as 
lone  I  have  heard  my  uncle  say  that  during  the 
whole  of  that  time  she  had  never  once  slept  out  ot 
the  house.  She  had  saved  between  £300  and 
£400  but  after  Dick  married  her  these  savings 
began  to  melt  away,  to  Lydia's  intense  gnet. 
Dick  was  a  tall,  powerful  man.  He  dressed  m  a 
<*reen  velveteen  coat  and  cord  breeches  and 
Waiters,  was  a  thorough  sportsman  and  he  it  was 
who  initiated  me  into  the  mysteries  of  game 

^Therf'in  those  days,  the  fields  were  small,  the 
hedges  large,  and  the  game  scarce.  No  tame 
pheasants  were  bred,  and  Dick's  time  was  chiefly 
occupied  by  watching  a  neighbouring  farmei  who 
had  half  a  mile  of  meadow  running  into  our 
ground,  and  who  used  to  fill  the  meadow  hedges 
with  snares.  In  this  the  farmer  was  within  the 
law  ■  so  Dick  lay  bid  until  the  snares  were  all  set 
and  the  farmer  gone,  then  Dick  came  out,  took  up 
and  confiscated  the  snares.  Missing  all  his  snares 
the  farmer,  after  setting  them,  lay  hid  to  catch 
the  thief,  so  that  at  last  the  farmer  and  Dick 
spent  all  their  time  watching  one  another. 

A  retrieving  spaniel  or  a  black  retriever  was  the 
only  dog  we  used.  Dick  was  almost  as  good  as  a 
pointer  He  knew  every  covey  on  the  ground 
before  Sept.  1,  the  number  of  birds  m  each  covey, 
and  where  they  would  be  found  at  any  particular 
time.  He  knew,  according  to  the  wind  where 
the  hare  was  formed.  He  had  but  one  fault-be 
lacked  the  silence  that  is  golden  m  partridge 
shooting.  He  had  the  habit,  too  of  growing 
excited  when  fur  was  on  foot,  and  a  hare  or  rabbit 
always  caused  hitn  to  shout  "  Shoot,  sir,  shoot ! 
His  voice  was  not  soft  and  low,  and  the  effect 
upon  the  shooter's  nerves  was  not  grateful  and 
comforting.  I  said  to  bim  one  day,  Dick  it  1 
were  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  I  would  cut  out  the 
tongues  of  all  my  gamekeepers.  Poor  IJick  s 
feelings  were  hurt.  Many  a  Peasant  morning 
ramble  have  we  had  together  after  the  first .little 
fall  of  snow,  when  the  track  of  every  bird  and 
beast  that  had  moved  during  the  night  and  eaily 
morning  was  fresh.  The  habits  and  doings i  ot 
the  animals  are  then  written  clear  on  a  white 
page;  after  the  snow  has  lam  through  seveial 
nights  the  tracks  get  mixed  and  confused^ 

Both  Dick  and  his  wife  had  earned  me  about 
when  I  was  a  baby,  so  that  we  were  on  the  most 
friendly  and  confidential  terms  and  he  and  I  sat 
side  by  side  and  ate  our  lunch  in  the  middle  of 
the  day.  On  one  of  these  occasions  I  said : 
"  Dick,  how's  Lydia  r1 " 

«  Oh,  she's  all  right,  sir,  only  she  s  frettin  he 
mind  about  that  little  bit  of  money  of  hers. 


tell  her  that  if  that's  all  she  thinks  about,  when 
she  comes  to  die  it  'ill  be  'ware  hawk  for  her, 
poor  soul."  ,  „ 

"  I'm  afraid  you  drink  the  money,  Dick. 
"No  1  do'nt;  we  eat  it.   You  know,  we  live 
well    Now,  I'll  iust  tell  ye  what  she  is.  Ihe 
Sunday  before  last  we'd  had  a  bit  of  beef  for  dinner, 
and  there  was  a  nice  big  pudden   put  on  the 
table,  when  a  poor  man  comes  to  the  door— a 
tramp,  like.    Well,  I  says,  1  Come  m,  my  good 
man,  and  have  a  bit  of  pudden   ;  so  1  cuts 
him  off  a  good  slice.     Law !  how  she  went 
on  at  me  about  that  after.    So  last  Sunday  we  d 
had  some  mutton,  and  she'd  just  put  the  pudden 
on   when  I  looks  up  towards  the  door  (there 
wam't  no  one  there,  you  know),  and  1  says: 
'  Come  in,  come  in,  my  good  man.    bhe  oumps  up 
and  whips  off  the  pudden'  into  the  back  place.  1 
eat  still  and  didn't  say  nothin',  so  presently  she 
comes  back  and  I  told  her.   I  said,  'You  be 
thankful  there  was  nobody  but  me  and  your 
Maker  who  saw  your  mean  action. 

Poor  Lydia !  Her  money  all  went,  and  she  and 
Dick  are  now  both  resting  in  the  churchyard  on 
the  hillside.  Dick  had  a  peculiar  method  ot 
making  his  home  life  peaceful.  One  day  when 
bis  wife  was  reproaching  him  at  the  tea  table,  he 
with  a  heave  of  his  foot,  overturned  the  table  and 
broke  all  the  crockery.  Then  the  iron  entered 
into  Lydia's  frugal  soul,  and  afterwards  Dick  had 
only  to  say  "one  word  more  and  up  goes  the 
table  "  to  bring  sweet  silence  upon  his  home. 

There  was  no  hunting  in  these  parts  worth 
mentioning.  Once  or  twice  in  the  season  a  pack 
of  barriers  would  visit  us,  but  big  woods,  steep 
hills  and  terrible  flints  were  not  conducive  to 
sport.  Fishing,  too,  was  of  the  poorest 
description.  Roach  and  gudgeon,  with  an 
occasional  jack,  were  all  the  fish  to  be  got  m  the 
river  that  ran  through  the  valley.  It  had  once 
been  a  good  trout  stream,  but  want  of  protection 
and  limeing  the  water  had  exterminated  the 
trout,  and  it  was  not  until  I  had  left  home  that  I 
became  a  fly  fisher.  . 

Those  early  days  come  back  to  me  now,  bearing 
no  memories  but  those  of  peace  and  happiness. 
The  beech  woods  in  October,  with  their  golden 
tints ;  the  sough  of  the  wind  through  their  +^11 
tops,  and  the  thick  carpet  of  brown  leaves  under 
foot.   The  sound  was  as  the  sound  of  the  sea. 
The  gleam  of  sunlight  through  the  leafy  boughs 
fell  on  the  carpet  below  like  molten  gold,  and  not 
a  hare,  rabbit,  or  pheasant  could  move  but  the 
rustle  of  dead  foliage  told  the  tale    In  these 
woods  there  is  little  undergrowth  except  bramble 
but  these  bramble  patches  are  high,  strong,  and 
difficult  to  get  through.   In  these  the  hares 
usually  lay,  and  a  walk  round  about  them  gave 
indications  of  the  hare's  presence,  for  the  soit 
young  brambles  would  be  cut  off  as  with  a 
knife*in  the  runs  leading  to  their  hold.    If  these 
were  lying  fresh  cut,  then  Dick  and  1  were  up  to 
our  middles  in  the  bramble  patch,  he  laying  about 
with  his  stick,  I  with  my  eyes  on  the  far  end  ot 
the  patch,  and  so  well  we  knew  the  signs  o  our 
quarry's  presence  that  we  seldom  beat  one  of  these 
Places  without  a  shot.    The  labour  of  getting 
Sough  them  was  terribly  severe   Then  the  dells 
in  the  wood  were  looked  at,  as  a  hare  would  often 
form  at  the  root  of  a  tree  on  the  side  of  a  dell. 

In  the  woods  that  were  filled  with j  well  grown 
timber  the  pheasants  were  not  difficult  to  find  as 
they  kept  to  the  parts  where  young  beech,  haze  , 
and  ashafforded  cover  near  the  ground,  through 
which  they  could  run,  and  these  parts  were  almost 
always  the  outside  edge  of  the  wood  where  light 
and  air  enabled  the  underwood  to  grow  so  that  a 
wilk   round    the  c  rcumference  of    the  wood 
Generally moved  what  birds  there  were.  My 
neople  owned  many  scattered  farms  about  the 
cSy  "aid  I  was  able  to  take  fresh  ground 
every  day  in  the  week.  Often  I  was  entirely  alone, 
and  carried  my  own  game.    Sometimes  I  picked 
up  a  boy  to  cany  for  me.  and  it  was  only  when  1 
was  at  my  uncle's  that  I  had  Dick  s  services.  In 
this  way  with  Dick's  preparatory  training  and 
with  being  thrown  upon  my  own  resources,  I  got 
to  havea^nowledge%f  the  habits  and  ways  of 
all  kinds  of  birds  and  animals  in  their  wild  state 
The  bags  I  got  were  ridiculously  small  compared 
to  the  Scorls  of  these  days,  but  then  all  the  game 
wis  wild    no  pheasants  were  bred,  no  keepeis 
IZloyei  except  Dick,  and  he  fulfilled  every  office 
aKtbe placed  turn-keeper,  ba, hfl,  plough- 
man,  and  he  brewed  the  pale  yellow  ale,  bnght  as 
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the  barley  itself,  that  we  drank  out  of  the  tall, 
long-stemmed  V-shaped  glasses.  My  best  bag  of 
partridges  was  twenty-two  and  a  half  brace,  and 
then  I  had  another  gun  with  me.  I  do  not 
remember  killing  more  than  six  hares  in  a  day, 
and  I  think  that  eight  brace  of  pheasants  was 
about  the  most  I  ever  secured.  Beaters  were 
unknown  to  me ;  my  dog  and  I  searched  for  and 
found  the  game,  and  I  killed  what  I  could  of  it. 

One  wood  of  my  father's  was  a  grand  place  to 
spend  a  clay  in.  It  was  over  150  acres  in  extent, 
almost  entirely  beech,  with  a  14  acre  gorse 
field  in  a  bend  of  the  wood,  and  this  gorse  field 
was  surrounded  by  spruce  fir.  Adjoining  the 
wood  was  about  250  acres  of  arable  land.  It  was 
here  that  I  spent  my  Sunday  afternoons  in  the 
summer  and  autumn.  There  and  back  from  my 
father's  house  made  seven  miles,  which  I  had  to 
walk,  for  no  riding  was  allowed  on  Sunday  ;  but 
the  walk  was  nothing,  for  I  knew  where  the  hen 
pheasant  was  sitting  on  her  nest,  and  I  must  see 
that  she  was  still  safe  from  fox  and  stoat.  The 
hedge  along  the  unused  lane  at  the  back  of  the 
wood  must  be  searched  for  wires,  or  for  traces  of 
the  pegs  that  had  held  them  up.  The  long  grass 
that  I  had  knotted  across  a  track  had  to  be  looked 
at  to  see  if  anyone  had  passed  that  way  to  the 
rabbit  burrows.  The  rabbit  burrows  are  examined 
for  traces  of  ferret  nets.  In  the  spring  time  the 
trees  are  searched  for  the  nests  of  magpie  and 
jay,  which  are  marked  down  for  destruction  by 
the  gun  on  what  the  Scotch  call  a  "  lawful  day." 
Here  many  a  summer  evening  was  spent  watching 
for  the  rabbits  to  come  out  to  feed,  and  as  I  lay 
hidden  at  the  edge  of  the  wood  there  were  many 
sounds  to  gladden  the  sportsman's  heart.  The  old 
buck  rabbit,  who  is  suspicious,  stamps  his  hind 
feet  on  the  ground  as  a  signal  to  his  family ;  the 
hen  partridge  clucks  to  her  newly  hatched  brood 
as  she  gathers  them  together  under  her  wings ; 
and  the  cock  pheasant  crows  as  he  goes  to  roost 
in  the  high  fir  tree  ;  the  barn  owl  passes,  ghostly, 
on  noiseless  wing,  and  screeches  as  he  turns  the 
trees;  while  from  the  distance  comes  the  "too 
woo  "  of  the  horned  owl,  and  the  cry  of  the  goat- 
sucker as  he  hawks  after  the  humming  beetles. 
Never  shoot  an  owl  or  allow  one  to  be  shot. 
They  do  much  good  by  destroying  rats  aud 
mice,  and  they  do  no  harm,  the  young  birds 
being  always  safely  brooded  before  the  owl 
comes  out  to  prey.  The  hedgehog  I  am  not 
sure  about.  He  is  an  amusing  little  fellow, 
but  only  seen  by  those  who  love  the  quiet  of 
the  night,  or  by  lovers  sitting  on  stiles  in  the 
moonlight,  if  they  have  eyes  to  see.  To  the 
general  public  he  is  simply  a  ball  of  prickly 
spines,  while  to  the  keeper  he  is  a  thing  upon 
which  to  put  his  boot,  until  piggy  is  made  to 
uncurl,  and  present  his  throat  to  the  knife ;  but 
when  on  the  hunt  he  moves  rapidly,  catches  a 
lobworm  half  out  of  its  hole,  and  eats  it  with  the 
action  and  the  sound  of  a  rabbit  at  a  fresh 
lettuce  leaf.  I  fear  that  appearances  are  against 
the  harmlessness  of  the  hedgeh«rg,  for  he  will 
certainly  be  taken  in  a  trap  baited  with  an  egg. 
But  of  all  cruel,  bloodthirsty,  pertinacious  brutes 
the  stoat  is  the  worst,  and  perpetual  war  should 
be  waged  upon  him.  Often  I  have  disturbed  him 
eating  his  way  through  the  back  of  the  neck  of  a 
living  rabbit.  Then  he  hunts  his  prey  with  such 
steady  tenacity  that  it  seems  to  give  up  hope. 
One  Sunday  evening  I  was  walking  up  a  road, 
with  a  wood  on  my  right,  and  some  meadows  of 
long  grass  on  my  left,  when,  over  the  dyke,  out 
of  the  wood,  came  a  rabbit.  He  ran  up  the  road 
in  front  of  me  for  100yds.  and  then  turned  into  the 
grass.  Soon  after  the  rabbit  left  the  road,  a  stoat 
came  out  of  the  wood  on  the  track,  with  his  nose 
to  the  ground  like  a  foxhound  on  a  bad  scent. 
The  stoat  did  not  notice  me,  but  steadily  picked 
out  the  rabbit's  course  up  the  road, .  turned  off 
where  the  rabbit  had  turned  into  'the  grass.  A 
minute  after  I  heard  the  screams  of  the  rabbit, 
and  ran  to  the  place.  The  rabbit  had  crouched  in 
the  grass,  and  lay  still  until  the  stoat  came  up, 
making  no  further  effort  to  escape.  When  it  saw 
the  stoat  it  screamed,  but  I  was  in  time  to  prevent 
the  stoat  seizing  it,  but  so  paralysed  was  the 
rabbit  with  fright  that  it  let  me  take  it  up  in  my 
hands.  I  carried  it  back  to  the  wood,  and  when 
it  was  put  down,  then  scampered  gaily  off. 

Such  was  the  school  in  which,  with  Dick's 
assistance  in  the  field,  and  with  my  uncle's 
lectures  over  his  pipe,  I  was  reared  to  the  know- 
ledge of  sport  in  a  southern  English  county.  It 


was  a  lonely  life,  and  loneliness  was  a  great  oharm. 
There  was  none  to  hurry  me  if  I  cared  to  lie  and 
watch  bird  or  beast ;  there  was  none  to  expostulate 
with  me  if  I  sacrificed  dinner  to  obtain  a  couple 
of  young  rabbits  at  feeding  time ;  there  was  none, 
moreover,  to  interrupt  my  boyish  dreams  of  the 
future,  and  they  were  golden  dreams  that  I 
dreamed  in  those  broad  woodlands  on  those  sunny 
days.  Have  they  come  true  ?  Well,  some  of 
them  have.  Such  as  I  am  concerned  with  here 
have  mostly  come  true.  My  shoulders  have 
rested  on  the  back  of  the  fallen  stag,  as  I  watched 
with  my  glass  the  retreating  herd,  and  smoked  the 
pipe  of  contentment.  The  salmon  has  leapt — a 
vision  of  gold  and  silver — at  the  end  of  my  line, 
and  these  things  formed  no  small  part  of  my 
dreams.  For  the  rest,  unhappy  would  be  the  boy- 
hood that  only  imagined  a  future  that  could  come 
true.  That  boy  will  turn  out  a  poor  creature  who 
has  not  conquered  kingdoms,  and  ruled  them 
beneficently,  won  the  love  of  some  Helen  of  Troy, 
and  lived  a  demi-god  in  his  castle  in  the  air. 

J.  G.  M. 

(To  he  continued.) 


A  FIRST-RATE  BICYCLE. 


After  about  nine  months'  trial  we  have  full 
confidence  in  recommending  the  bicycles  made 
by  the  Singer  Company,  Coventry,  to  all  our 
readers  who  are  beginning  to  feel  the  irresistible 
attraction  of  bicycling  coming  over  them.  The 
bicycle  is  an  immense  aid  to  the  angler,  as  there 
is  no  difficulty  in  carrying  a  fly  rod  in  case  and 
fishing- bag  strapped  to  the  machine ;  then, 
instead  of  having  to  go  to  the  expense  of  hiring  a 
trap,  you  can  ride  to  your  fishing.  We  have 
conscientiously  tried  to  find  a  fault  in  our 
"  Singer,"  but  have  failed.  It  has  had  some 
rough  work,  too. 


TROUT  FLY  DRESSING. 

(Continued  from  page  240.) 

Article  No.  3— ON  HOOKS. 


By  "  Athenian." 

The  selection  of  a  suitable  hook  upon  which  to 
dress  a  fly  is  of  the  first  importance  in  more 
senses  than  one.  There  are  probably  many 
amateurs,  and  one  or  two  professionals,  who  have 
had  this  fact  unpleasantly  borne  in  upon  them. 
For  my  own  part,  the  biggest  trout  I  ever  hooked 

in  a  river  ;  but  there,  the  story  is  an  old  one. 

The  fly,  a  neat  Little  Pale  Blue,  now  reposes  in 
my  fly  book,  the  hook  broken  behind  the  barb. 

Care  should  be  taken  to  have  always  plenty  of 
the  best  hooks  in  all  sizes  that  one  is  likely  to 
need.  The  result  is  usually  disastrous  when  one 
is  forced  to  buy  cheap  hooks  from  the  local  hard- 
ware shop.  Hooks  of  good  material  and  temper, 
and  properly  enamelled*  are  all  to  be  had  from 
good  houses  by  paying  ajfair  price.  The  qualities 
mentioned  are  independent  of  one  another,  and 
are  therefore  comparatively  easy  to  secure ;  but, 
as  regards  its  remaining  qualities,  which  are 
mainly  of  a  mechanical  nature,  a  good  hook,  to 
borrow  Mr.  Wells's  apt  expression,  is  "  a  creature 
of  compi'omise." 

Mr.  Pennell,  in  his  "  Modern  Practical  Angler," 
was,  I  believe,  the  firBt  who  set  himself  the 
problem  of  attaining  this  compromise.  Mr.  Wells 
renewed  the  discussion  in  his  excellent  work,  "  Fly 
Rods  and  Fly  Tackle,"  presumably  because  he 
did  not  find  himself  fully  in  accord  with  Mr. 
Pennell.  And  now  I,  an  unknown  writer,  having 
also  opinions  of  my  own  on  the  subject,  must 
needs  speak  out  my  mind  and  survey  the  same 
ground  that  both  my  masters  have  measured 
before  me  in  the  light  that  they  have  left  behind 
them.  I  will  follow  Mr.  Pennell's  mapped-out 
mode  of  inquiry,  as  so  much  clearness  is  thereby 
gained. 

To  be  perfect  for  fly  dressing  purposes,  then,  n 
hook  should  have : 

1.  A  seai^ching  point. 

2.  Quick  penetration  without  tendency  to  rake. 

3.  Good  holding  power. 

4.  Strength. 

5.  Neatness  and  adaptability  to  form  of  fly. 

*  The  enamelled  hooks  are  the  brown  and  (ho  black. 
The  blue  are  not  enamelled,  and  are  therefore  not  rust 
proof. 


A  Searching  Point. 
Neither  Mr.  Pennell  nor  Mr.  Wells  appears  to 
have  given  much  consideration  to  this  condition. 
At  least  it  seems  lo  have  been  inadequately 
distinguished  from  the  condition  of  quick  pene- 
tration, especially  since,  as  we  shall  shortly  see, 
the  requirements  of  the  two  are  entirely  antago- 
nistic. 

Mr.  Pennell  states  as  the  case  of  hooking 
"  most  common  in  practice,  that  of  the  hook 
having  penetrated  quite  through  the  lip  of  the 
fish,  so  that  the  point  protrudes."  Mr.  Wells,  on 
the  contrary,  says  :  "It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  the  problem  is  not  to  pierce  an  obstacle 
squarely  across  the  path  of  the  hook ;  but  its 
point  is  to  engage  with  an  oblique  surface,  and 
when  so  engaged  it  should  turn  at  once  from  its 
former  path  and  bury  downward." 


Fig.  1.   Mr.  Pennell's  topical  position  of  the  hook  after 
penetration. 

There  seems  to  be  some  contrariety  of  opinion 
here.  Mr.  Wells  is  evidently  considering  such 
cases  of  hooking  as  when  the  fly  remains  entirely 
inside  the  fish's  mouth  ;  for  in  the  case  assumed 
by  Mr.  Pennell,  the  lip,  the  object  to  be  pierced, 
certainly  is  "squarely  across  the < path  of  the 
hook."  Both  cases  are  undoubtedly  of  frequent 
occurrence,  and  in  both  the  advantage  of  a 
searching  point  is  apparent.  A  hook  designed  to 
meet  Mr.  Pennell's  case  should  be  of  such  a  form 
as  to  allow  the  point  to  get  well  down  under  the 
lip  into  the  channel-like  space  between  the  lip 
and  the  tongue  (Fig.  2),  while  one  designed  to 


Fig.  2.  In  the  above  diagram  the  hooks  are  shown  in  an  upright 
position.  In  practice  they  will  generally  he  inclined  over  on 
their  sides,  which  would  make  the  necessity  for  a  searching 
point  to  be  still  greater  than  is  indicated.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  hook  will  not  often  be  drawn  bo  directly  across  the  lip,  but 
rather  it  will  meet  it  slantwise,  which  will  affect  the  case  in  the 
opposite  direction. 

meet  Mr.  Wells's  case  should  as  far  as  possible 
ensure  that  its  point  will  always  touch  the  flesh 
(Fig.  3),  and  readily  explore  any  little  cranny  that 

may  lie  in  its  path. 


FIG.  3. '  Circumstances  are  exaggerated  in  this  diagram  also: 
but  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  successful  in  conveying  the 
principles  it  is  intended  to  illustrate. 


There  are  two  ways  in  which  the  point  of  a 
hook  can  be  made  "  searching."  One  way  is 
exemplified  in  the  sneck  and  Kirby  hooks.  These 
are  bent  so  that  they  cannot  possibly  lie  flat, 
that  is  to  say,  the  point  is  kerbed  or  turned  out  of 
the  plane  of  the  shank  and  bend.  This  renders 
the  hook  almost  certain  to  "  catch  on "  when 
jammed  into  an  angle  of  the  mouth  or  pressed 
between  the  lips  or  the  tongue  and  the  palate.  It 
must  be  admitted,  however,  that  thei*e  ore 
positions  into  which  the  hook  may  get  where 
kerbing  is  in  every  respect  a  disadvantage.  The 
second  method  of  exposing  the  point  is  simply  to 
turn  it  away  from  the  shank  as  much  as  the 
satisfaction  of  other  conditions  will  allow,  while 
keeping  it  in  the  same  plane  with  the  shank  and 
bend ;  and,  of  course,  a  part  of  the  wire  behind 
the  barb  projecting  beneath  the  point  is  highly 
detrimental  to  the  Tatter's  exposure.  Of  this  the 
Dublin  Limerick  hook  is  an  example. 

Quickness  of  Penetration. 
If  anyone  were  to  hold  the  point  of  a  hook 
between  his  finger  and  thumb,  and  desire  to  push 
it  into,  say,  a  piece  of  cork,  in  what  direction, 
with  regard  to  the  hook,  would  he  apply  a  force 
in  order  to  do  this  most  easily  P — Surely  in  the 
direction  of  some  line  through  the  extreme  point 
and  lying  between  the  upper  and  lower  surfaces 
of  the  wire  at  the  point.   It  will  be  noted  that, 
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when  the  proper  direction  is  found,  the  point 
will  penetrate,  precisely  in  this  direction,  and  be 
in  no  way  deflected.  The  inclination  of  this 
line,  which  we  will  call  the  .line  of  penetration, 
to  either  surface  will  in  general  be  proportional 
to  the  amount  of  resistance  acting  on  that  surface. 
Hence  in  the  ordinary  hook  with  round  sectioned 
point  the  line  of  penetration  will  be  inclined 
almost  equally  to  both  surfaces  (Fig.  4). 


Fir..  4. 


Now  (Fig.  5)  the  force  actually  applied  in 
hooking  a  fish  is  dxu-ing  the  first  and  critical  period 
approximately  in  the  direction  P  S,  and,  as  the 
point  penetrates,  gradually  veering  towards  the 
direction  Q  S.  And  this  force,  in  accordance  with 
the  mechanical  law  known  as  the  "parallelogram  of 
the  forces,"  is  equivalent  to  two  forces  acting  in  the 
direction  P  X  and  P  Y,  and  of  magnitudes  pro- 
portional to  these  fines.   The  effect  of  the  former 


Fir,.  5, 


P  S— Initial  line  of  pull.      P  X— Penetrating  force. 
Q  S— Final  line  of  pull.       P  Y— Tearing-out  force. 
p — Angle  of  penetration. 

is,  as  we  have  seen,  to  make  the  hook  penetrate 
in  its  own'direction ;  while  the  latter,  which  is  at 
right  angles  to  the  upper  surface  of  the  hook 
point,  tends  to  tear  it  upwards  and  out  of  the 
flesh ;  but  if  the  resistance  is  sufficiently  great,  it 
will  do  little  more  than  slightly  "  spring "  the 
wire  and  create  extra  friction.  It  will  be  seen 
that  a  hook's  penetrating  power  decreases  as  the 
angle  p  increases,  and  increases  with  the  ratio  of 
P  X  to  P  Y,  or  the  ratio  of  the  useful  force  to  the 
harmful.  It  is,  of  course,  also  affected  by  the 
degree  of  sharpness  and  form  of  the  point,  and  by 
the  prominence  of  the  barb. 

In  Mr.  Pennell's  diagrams  the  line  of  penetra- 
tion is  shown  lying  on  the  under  surface  of  the 
hook-point.  Mr.  Wells,  in  correcting  this  error, 
goes  to  the  other  extreme,  and  asserts  that  the 
upper  surface  in  an  ordinary  hook  "  determines 
its  promptness  to  engage  as  well  as  tlie  direction 
in  which  it  will  follow."  The  italics  are  mine.  I 
quote  the  following  from  "  Fly  Rods  and  Fly 
Tackle  " 

"  Take  a  common  carpenter's  chisel  and  apply  it  to  a 
board,  with  the  bevel  down  and  in  contact  with  the  board. 
The  bevel  here  guides  the  edge,  and  forces  it  to  advance 
parallel  with  the  surface  upon  which  the  bevel  rests ; 
there  is  not  the  slightest  tendency  to  bury.  It  would 
seem  to  follow  from  this  that  the  hook  shown  in  the  first 
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FlO.  C.  The  largest  hook  in  the  above  diagram  is  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Pennell  as  "mechanically  perfect  so  far  as  penetration 
depending  on  bend  is  concerned."  It  is  not  really  so.  The 
smaller  figures  illustrate  such  mechanically  perfect  hooks 
out-barb  and  in-barb.  The  out-barb  hook  in  existence  is  the 
nearest  approach  obtainable  to  the  perfection  of  which  Mr. 
Pennell  speaks. 

of  Mr.  Pennell's  figures  (Fig.  C)  is  by  no  means 
theoretically  perfect  as  to  penetration  (or  promptness  '  to 
bite,'  which  is  the  idea  1  understand  Mr.  Pennell  intends 
to  convey),  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  b  both  theoretically 
and  practically  imperfect  in  this  respect. 

"  Now  let  us  reverse  the  chisel  and  apply  it  to  the  board, 
with  the  bevelled  side  uppermost,  and  at  such  an  angle 
that  the  flat  side  (wliich  will  then  become  what  we  have 
termed  the  '  following '  side)  does  not  touch  the  board. 
Here  we  have  an  exact  reproduction  of  the  penetrating 


paint  of  a  fish  hook,  one  governed  by  exactly  the  same 
laws.  Attempt  to  cut  with  the  chisel  held  in  this  position  ! 
It  buries  at  once  in  the  board  and  comes  to  a  halt.  The 
'  advancing '  edge,  the  bevel,  guides  and  forces  it 
downwards." 

This  last  statement,  "  the  advancing  edge,"  &c, 
is  all  that  I  can  find  in  Mr.  Wells's  discussion  by 
way  of  proof  that  it  is  the  upper  surface  of  the 
hook  point  (or,  as  Mr.  Wells  calls  it,  "  the 
advancing  edge  "),  which  determines  the  direction 
of  penetration.  If  his  experiments  be  carefully 
performed  it  will  be  seen  that  the  under  surface 
(or  "  following  edge  ")  has  quite  an  equal  influence, 
and  that  the  line  of  penetration,  as  I  have  already 
said,  lies  between  the  two  surfaces.  The  reason 
that  the  chisel  does  not  bury  in  the  first  experi- 
ment is  because  its  point  is  not  "  searching,"  and 
unable  to  insinuate  itself  behind  any  of  the  minute 
roughnesses  of  the  wood,  and  so  get  a  "  catch  on." 
The  result  would  be  the  same  in  the  second 
experiment  if  the  wood  were  sufficiently  hard  and 
smooth. 

Holding  Power. 

Whether  a  hook  that  has  once  penetrated  will 
hold  or  no  is  chiefly  a  matter  of  whether  the 
resistance  of  the  flesh  is  great  enough  to  prevent 
the  hook's  tearing  out.  This,  again,  depends  on 
the  amount  of  tearing-out  force — which  is  least 
with  a  hook  of  quick  penetration — the  area  and 
flatness  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  wire,  and 
the  depth  to  which  the  point  ha^pvm-t rated. 

It  is  obvious  that,  provided  a  hook  penetrate  at 
all,  the  greater  its  angle  of  penetration  the  deeper 
will  be  the  hold  which  it  will  take.  So  that, 
within  certain  limits,  it  is  true  that  the  better  a 
hook's  penetrating  qualities  the  weaker  will  be  its 
holding  power.  Figs.  2  and  3,  in  which  the 
directions  of  penetration  are  marked,  will  illus- 
trate this  important  fact.*  It  is  also  plain  that 
there  should  he  sufficient  wire  directly  behind  the 
barb  to  afford  a  hold  of  sufficient  depth,  whatever 
be  the  direction  of  penetration. 

Concerning  the  barb  itself,  I  think  that  a  very 
prominent  one  is  quite  unnecessary.  A  few 
experiments  will  soon  convince  anyone  that  a 
very  small  increase  of  prominence  will  necessitate 
a  very  considerable  increase  of  force  to  make  the 
hook  penetrate  as  far  as  before,  so  that  in  fly 
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fishing  for  trout  with  small  hooks  a  very  pro- 
minent barb  would  often  defeat  its  own  ends. 
When  the  point  is  driven  properly  home,  the  barb 
is  not  likely  to  be  called  upon,  and  where  a 
slightly  barhed  hook  would  not  secure  a  good 
hold,  one  with  a  prominent  barb  would  be  unlikely 
to  penetrate  over  the  barb  at  all.  Of  the  in-barb 
and  the  out-barb  hooks,  the  former  will  usually 
lock  itself  the  more  securely  in  the  flesh,  since  the 
more  pressure  is  on  the  inner  or  upper  surface  of 
the  wire.  However,  it  is  probable  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  either  barb  would  fulfil  its 
duties  satisfactorily  enough.  If  the  out-barb 
loses  its  hold,  it  is  more  likely  to  be  because 
insufficient  attention  is  paid  in  its  design  to  the 
requirement  of  deep  penetration. 

Mr.  Pennell  gives  as  the  chief  criterion  of  the 
holding  power  of  a  hook  one  which  I  cannot 
think  is  of  any  real  importance  at  all.  After 
stating  what  I  have  already  quoted  regarding  the 
typical  position  of  a  hook  after  it  has  penetrated, 
he  proceeds  to  say : 

"  In  this  case  it  is  evident  that,  when  once  hooked,  the 
nearer  the  point  approaches  the  shank  of  the  hook  the  less 
chance  must,  the  fish  have  of  escaping.  This  will  be  seen 
by  carrying  the  principle  to  the  extreme  limit — and 
assuming  that  the  point  was  so  bent  in  after  hooking  as 
actually  to  touch  the  shank— the  fish's  lip  would  then  be 
inclosed  in  a  complete  triangle,  from  which,  of  course, 
there  could  be  no  possible  escape." 


*  It  will  be  clear  from  the  diagrams  in  this  aiticle  that 
the  smaller  the  inclination  of  the  lino  of  pull  to  the 
surface  of  the  flesh  to  be  penetrated,  the  more  effective  in 
every  way  will  be  the  "  strike."  Hence,  at  the  moment 
of  striking  the  rod  point  should  be  as  low  as  is  convenient. 


This  style  of  argument  (viz.,  from  one  limiting 
case)  is  a  very  deceptive  one,  and  by  no  means 
conclusive.  It  matters  little  to  most  of  us,  for 
instance,  whether  we  have  a  doorway  8ft.  high  or 
10ft.  high  by  wliich  to  make  our  exit  from  a  room, 
and  if  we  find  that  we  can  enter  without  incon- 
venience we  should  scarcely  be  inclined  to  have 
any  further  misgivings.  And  yet  we  could  prove 
the  contrary  of  this  just  as  logically  as  Mr. 
Pennell  reasons  above.  Since,  if  on  our  entry  the 
doorway  were  to  close  up  into  a  mere  crack  in  the 
wall,  it  would  lie  useless  as  a  means  of  egress ! 
A  design  for  a  hook  that  does  not  provide 
sufficient — and  much  more  than  sufficient— room 
for  the  passage  in  would  indeed  be  an  abstirdity, 
and  if  there  be  no  mechanical  arrangement,  such 
as  a  point  guard,  or  other  similar  abomination, 
there  will  clearly,  be  plenty  of  room  for  passage 
out.  Mr.  Pennell  is  surely  inconsistent  in  con- 
sidering this  alleged  influence  of  the  hook's  shape 
in  a  contingency  that  might  arise  (viz.,  the  hook's 
slipping  backwards  afterpeneti-ation),and  ignoring 
the  fact  that  precisely  the  same  influence  has,  d 
fortiori,  a  right  to  be  included  when  he  is 
examining  the  circumstances  affecting  penetration 
itself. 

Strength. 

It  is  an  old  axiom  that  the  strength  of  a  chain 
is  that  of  its  weakest  link,  and  it  is  equally  clear 
that  the  strength  of  a  hook  is  that  of  the  jiart 
where  it  is  most  likely  to  break.  There  are  two 
points  which  require  examination— behind  the 
barb,  where  too  much  wire  is  often  cut  away ;  and 
the  point  at  the  greatest  distance  from  the  line  of 
pull,  which  is  subjected  to  the  gieatest  strain. 
The  thickness  of  the  wire  behind  the  barb, 
measured  parallel  to  the  line  of  pull,  is  of  far 
greater  importance  than  its  thickness  at  right 
angles  to  this  line.  Messrs.  Hardy  take  advantage 
of  this  principle  in  their  "  harpoon "  hook,  and 
cut  the  barb  (in  this  case  the  barbs),  not  from  the 
upper  or  under  surface,  but  from  the  near  and  off 
sides  of  the  wire.  The  same  effect  might  be  got 
by  flattening  the  wire  at  these  sides  before  cutting 
the  barb  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Fig.  7  illustrates  geometrically  how  the 
tendency  of  the  hook  to  break  at  the  upper  angle 
of  the  bend  is  affected  by  its  distance  from  the 


the  length  of 

line  of  pull.  It  will  be  observed  that  I  have  con- 
sidered the  final  line  of  pull,  since  the  tension  of 
the  line  does  not  usually  reach  its  maximum  till 
the  hook  has  penetrated  as  far  as  it  will  go. 

Neatness  and  Adaptability  to  Form  of  Fly. 

If  we  regard  only — as  do  many  anglers  of  my 
acquaintance — the  adaptability  of  a  hook  to  the 
form  of  the  fly,  I  think  we  should  prefer  those 
hooks  with  perfectly  straight  shanks,  and  as  much 
of  the  wire  in  the  shank  as  possible,  or  those  with 
shanks  curving  slightly  away  from  the  point,  such 
as  Mr.  Pennell's  eyed  sneck  hooks.   These,  by  the 

c—  Or—  err. 


Fin.  R.— l.  Down-eyed  Pennell  sneck  with  n i>t iirne< i  shank: 
'J.  I  fait  up- eyed;  Sneck:  4.  Kirby  ;  r».  Dublin  l.iinorick: 
(k  Round;  7.  Down-cycd  Pennell  Limerick  with  upturned 
shank  ;  s.  Down-eyed  Pennell  Limerick  with  straight  shank  ; 
0,  Nicolay  out-barb ;  id  Uook  with  guanlpd  point  (not  used 
by  sportsmen). 

way,  have  the  advantage  of  not  pinching  the  gut 
at  the  head  of  tho  fly,  as  the  angle  which  the  gut 


—Final  line  of  pull.    W — Weakest  point  so  far  as  position  only  is  concerned,    s— Line  of  strength,  with 
which  the  likelihood  of  the  hook  to  break  at  W  increases. 
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when  strained  here  makes  with  the  wire  is  so 
small.  Unfortunately,  it  seems  that  it  is  only  to 
eyed  hooks  that  the  principle  is  applied ! 

In  dry  fly  fishing  a  shank  of  one  of  the  above 
mentioned  descriptions  is  of  more  than  artistic 
importance.  For  that  of  a  good  floating  hook 
must  allow  as  complete  contact  as  is  possible  with 
the  surface  of  the  water. 

An  Attempt  at  a  Compromise. 

The  conclusion  to  which  the  above  dissertation 
leads  is  that  there  is  no  hook  in  use  so  vicious  in 
construction  but  that  something  may  be  said  in 
its  favour.  For  my  own  part,  I  prefer,  of  ordinary 
hooks,  the  sneck  and  Kirby  bends ;  and  of  eyed 
hooks,  Mr.  Pennell's  eyed  sneck  hooks,  already 
referred  to,  and  Mr.  Hall's. 

I  have  devoted  considerable  space  to  the  fore- 
going discussion,  because  it  is  important,  that  one 
should  be  able  to  judge  "thepoints  "  of  one's  tackle, 
and  because  "the  contemplative  man"  has  an 
interest  and  pleasure  in  so  doing ;  yet,  lest  it  be 
said  that  no  practical  suggestions  have  been 
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evolved,  I  will  proceed  to  describe  the  ideal  hook 
of  my  imagining.  It  must  be  understood  that  I 
in  no  way  assume  the  right  to  speak  with 
authority,  and  that  I  am  quite  open  to  the  con- 
viction of  being  in  error  either  here  or  elsewhere. 
On  this  understanding  I  present  the  drawing 
above. 

The  reader  will  see  for  himself  that  the 
characteristic  lines  and  angles  shown  are  as  good 
as  those  of  most  hooks  in  use  at  the  present  day, 
while  superiority  may  be  claimed  as  regards  the 
exposure  of  the  point.  The  last  named  is  a  little 
kerbed,  so  that  the  angle  of  penetration  is  a  little 
greater  than  that  shown  on  the  plane  of  the 
paper.  The  method  of  sharpening  the  point 
resembles  that  employed  by  Messrs.  Hardy  for 
their  "  harpoon "  hook,  but  in  mine  the  upper 
surface  is  flat,  and  there  is  only  one  cutting  edge 
(viz.,  that  underneath)  of  any  sharpness,  while  in 
their's  there  are  three.  It  is  just  possible  that, 
while  all  cutting  edges  aid  penetration  immensely, 
those  at  the  sides  might  start  a  tear  in  the  flesh, 
and  aid  the  hook's  pulling  out.  The  underneath 
cutting  edge  is  free  from  this  objection,  as,  once 
the  hook  has  penetrated,  there  is  so  very  little 
pressure  where  the  cut  has  been  made,  and,  in 
any  case,  downward  cutting  cannot  do  much 
harm.  This  mode  of  sharpening  also  makes  the 
point  likely  to  get  into  any  little  hollow  or  furrow 
that  it  might  otherwise  escape.  Until  I  saw  an 
actual  specimen  of  Messrs.  Hardy's  hook,  I 
imagined  that  my  idea  of  sharpening  the  under 
surface  of  the  point  was  original.  The  sectional 
drawing  in  their  catalogue  is,  or  -was,  incorrect, 
and  shows  only  the  sharpened  sides. 

The  vexed  question  of  eyed  hooks  v.  hooks  to 
gut  may  safely  be  left  to  take  care  of  itself.  The 
advantages  of  the  eyed  hooks  on  the  score  of 
strength  is  obvious,  while  the  advantages  claimed 
in  respect  of  economy  and  convenience  can  be 
readily  referred  to  the  test  of  direct  experience. 
Personally,  I  consider  that  flies  to  gut  are  made 
more  easily  and  pleasantly  than  those  on  eyed 
hooka.  But  this  may  be  a  matter  of  practice. 
There  are  probably  many  who  hold  the  opposite 
opinion. 


THE  QUEEN'S  DIAMOND  JUBILEE. 


It  is  not  quite  within  the  province  of  the 
Fishing  Gazette  to  give  long  accounts  of  Royal 
or  other  processions,  but  we  cannot  pass  in 
silence  such  an  event  as  the  procession  of  last 
Tuesday,  when  the  Queen  met  her  people  and  the 
people  met  their  Queen  as  they  never  have  before 
and  never  can  again.  All  loyal  anglers  will  join 
in  the  universal  congratulations  of  the  nation 
and  empire.  Perhaps  the  most  extraordinary 
thing  in  the  whole  unique  affair  was  the  fact  that 
the  million-headed  mob  was  as  majestic  and 
restrained  in  its  demeanour  as  the  Queen  herself. 
It  was  the  day  of  the  century. 


EARLY  SEASON  BARBEL  AND 
OTHER  FISHING  WITH  THE 
CADDIS  GRUB. 


Anglers  in  many  parts  of  England,  not  to  say 
Ireland,  Scotland,  and  Wales,  appear  to  have 
small,  or  no  practical  knowledge,  of  the  merits  of 
the  Caddis  grub  as  a  most  killing  bait  for  barbel, 
chub,  roach,  dace,  and  bream  in  the  early  days,  or 
weeks  of  the  ordinary  angling  season.  The  grub 
has  for  years  been  in  great  demand  by  the  fisher- 
men of  the  Trent,  who,  in  the  declining  days  of 
June  and  throughout  July,  delight  in  operating 
upon  the  various  rapid  currents  and  swims  with  a 
bunch  of  the  grubs  rigged  up  on  say,  a  No.  6 
round  bend  hook,  whipped  to  extremely  fine  gut 
and  a  correspondingly  fine  line,  with  float  to 
match.  It  need  hardly  be  said  that,  after 
spawning,  coarse  fish,  especially  the  species 
enumerated,  make  for  the  most  rapid  currents  in 
order  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  ordeal 
through  which  they  had  passed,  and  it  is 
to  these  swift  running  waters  that  the 
Caddis  grub  votaries  on  the  Trent  turn 
their  attention  season  after  season.  The  grubs, 
in  their  chrysalis  condition,  cling  to  huge 
submerged  stones,  or  old  sunken  piles  in  the  bed 
of  the  river,  and  men  are  specially  told  off  by  the 
various  bait  dealers  of  Nottingham  to  secure  as 
large  supplies  as  they  possibly  can.  The  order  is 
"  the  larger  the  better,"  for  the  baits  are  speedily 
bought  up  by  anglers  who  know  their  value,  and 
how  properly  to  employ  them  on  the  streams. 
Moreover,  large  quantities  are  now-a-days  con- 
signed to  Northern  fishermen,  who  use  them  on  rivers 
and  streams  in  which  the  majestic  trout  abounds. 
Trout  on  certain  days  revel  in  them,  for  ultimately 
the  grab  develops  into  their  bonne  bouche — the 
May  Fly.  But  in  order  to  secure  supplies,  the 
Trent  must  be  running  in  low  and  clear  volume, 
so  as  to  enable  the  catchers  to  turn  over  the  big 
boulders  and  stones,  to  which  the  grubs,  in  their 
chrysalis  condition,  cling.  The  modus  operandi 
is  to  wade  in  knee  deep,  and  to  place  the  grubs, 
when  picked  off,  in  a  small  bag,  the  tape  at  the 
head  of  which  is  run  through  the  buttonhole  of 
the  catcher's  coat.  Some  stones  contain  consider- 
ably more  grubs  than  others,  and  the  work  of 
picking  off  is  by  no  means  a  sinecure,  as  often 
enough  the  catcher,  in  his  efforts  to  remove  the 
stones  for  inspection,  slips  down,  or  heels  over,  and 
thus  suddenly  plunges  into  a  wet  shirt  and  jacket. 
A  good  morning's  work  for  one  expert  catcher 
may  be  set  down  at  400. 

For  angling  purposes  it  is  best  to  keep  the 
grubs  a  few  days,  though  they  may  be  kept  for 
weeks  in  a  piece  of  old  wet  flannel,  or,  better  still, 
in  strips  of  damped  cocoanut  matting.  Usually 
the  catching  season  begins  in  the  closing  days  of 
April  and  it  runs  into  the  latter  part  of  May,  the 
Drakes  generally  hatching  out  in  the  first  or 
second  week  in  June.  Seasons,  however,  vary 
with  atmospherical  conditions.  Unless  the  grubs 
are  kept  damp,  as  described,  they  gradually  wither 
and  die.  Their  shells  harden,  become  brittle, 
and  finally  rot  away.  When  dead  the  grubs 
extend  their  heads  in,  or  through  their  encase- 
ments, and  the  bodies  are  easily  removed  by  the 
thumb  and  forefinger.  As  such  they  are  valueless 
to  the  angler.  For  the  purposes  of  sport  the 
grubs  must  be  used  alive,  and  they  should  be 
drawn  from  their  encasements  by  the  thumb  and 
forefinger,  care  being  required  not  to  pull  off  the 
head.  With  keep,  extending  over  a  few  days, 
they  assume  a  rich  golden  colour,  and  shed  from 
their  bodies  white  filmy  strings  or  streaks,  which 
throw  off  a  peculiar  smell  evidently  "  fetching  " 
to  all  kinds  of  coarse  fish,  eels  included. 

The  tackle  intended  for  service  must,  as  already 
pointed  out,  be  of  the  lightest  description.  For 
my  own  part,  when  employing  the  grub,  I  usually 
rely  on  my  dace  rod,  and  make  a  point  of  covering 
a  good  deal  of  water  in  the  swim  chosen  for 
operations.  If  a  very  whippy  rod  is  employed, 
the  odds  are  that  many  fish  are  lost  over  the 
strike.  It  is  necessary  also  to  use  a  free  running 
reel — I  rely  on  my  own  invention,  the  "^Erial" 
— and  to  keep  the  line  in  check  by  due  manipula- 
tion of  the  right  rim.  The  float  and  bottom 
tackle  travel  at  a  tremendous  rate  through  the 
swim,  and  unless  the  angler  guards  or  checks  the 
float  with  his  hands — I  am  left  arm  and  so  cover 
the  right  rim  of  the  reel  with  the  fingers  of  the  left 
hand — he  will  soon  lose  control  over  the  line 


going  out,  and  fail  to  "  hit  off "  the  "  bites  "  of 
the  fish  seizing  his  bait.  They  bite  very  quickly, 
and  the  response  must  be  instant.  But  it  must 
not,  by  any  means,  be  overdone  in  consequence  of 
the  lightness  of  the  outfit  employed.  Over-heavy 
striking  means  striking  off,  and  repetitions  are 
bound,  in  turn,  to  drive  the  fish  out  of  the  swim. 
If  I  were  going  to  commence  on  a  swim 
or  run  of,  say  3ft.  in  depth,  I  should  lead 
off  with  a  quill  float,  weighted  to  carry  about 
six  double  B  shots.  On  deeper  swims,  containing 
more  current,  I  should  use  one  of  four  or  five 
shots  heavier.  But  I  have,  later  in  the  season, 
used  ordinary  barbel  tackle.  It  may  be  taken  for 
granted  that  in  the  early  days  of  the  legitimate 
season,  coarse  fish  are  located  on  the  fast  gravelly 
shallows,  and  so  long  as  these  hold  no  fastenings, 
it  is  wise  to  fish  the  runs,  or  swims,  deeper  than 
they  really  are.  The  rapidity  of  the  water  will 
sweep  the  bait  and  tackle  along,  and  the  work  of 
checking  the  line  is  not  one  of  insuperable 
difficulty.  The  least  movement  of  the  float  should 
be  instantly  responded  to.  Times  innumerable  I 
have  never,  after  a  certain  distance,  seen  my  float 
at  all,  so  rapidly  has  the  rippling  stream  carried 
it  along.  All  the  same,  I  have  kept  due  check  on 
the  line  from  the  reel,  and  have  felt  the  tug  of  the 
fish  on  stopping  and  seizing  the  bait.  Located  as 
they  are  in  such  quick  running  waters,  they  display 
great  gameness  when  hooked,  and  care  is,  of 
course,  required  in  the  playing  and  safe  landing 
of  the  quarry. 

Now,  it  may  be  asked,  how  is  the  bait  fixed  or 
impaled  on  the  hook  ?  Usually,  when  engaged 
on  a  swim  in  which  I  have  reason  to  believe  big 
chub  and  barbel  abound,  I  employ  three  grubs, 
threading  each  immediately  below  the  head  and 
bringing  out  the  barb  in  the  centre  of  the  tail.  In 
roach,  bream,  and  dace  fishing  two  grubs  will  be 
found  sufficient.  Not  unfrequently  I  have  used 
four  at  a  time,  substituting,  on  the  tackle,  a 
No.  4  hook  for  a  No.  6 ;  and  I  am  not  going  to 
say  that  I  have  not  often  enough  struck  off  over 
the  hitting  of  heavy  fish.  I  have,  and  the  angler, 
however  expert,  is  bound  to  experience  the  same 
mishap.  Eels,  as  I  have  said,  are  partial  to  the 
grubs,  and  they  are  best  used  for  them  on  ledger- 
ing  tackle.  It  is  necessary  to  employ  a  substan- 
tial bunch.  They  may  also  be  used  on  tight 
floating  tackle,  and  frequently,  in  the  early 
months  of  the  season,  the  fish  will  "  gulph  "  them 
down  when  they  will  not  be  attracted  by  a  worm, 
If  employed  on  tight  floating  tackle  fish  well  on 
the  bottom,  and  strike  as  soon  as  ever  the  float 
moves  or  disappears.  Barbel,  chub,  and  other  fish 
will  also  accept  them  used  in  a  stationary  manner ; 
indeed,  my  heaviest  barbel  have  fallen  to  the 
ledgering  process. 

Some  years  ago — before,  in  fact,  the  Mundella 
Act  was  passed — I  spent  hours  upon  hours  with 
the  Caddis  grub  on  the  Holme  Pierrepoint  waters 
of  my  favourite  river.  During  May  shoals  of 
ponderous  chub  and  barbel,  but  the  former  more 
particularly,  frequented  a  certain  gravelly  shallow 
for  the  purpose  of  scouring.  My  permission  to 
angle  was  granted  by  the  rector  of  the  village, 
and  he,  in  turn,  was  familiar  with  the  shallow,  on 
which,  in  the  afternoon  and  towards  late  evening, 
he  was  himself  wont  to  throw  the  fly  for  the 
chubby  denizens  of  the  rapid  current.  The  swim, 
or  run,  was  not  deep,  not  more  than  a  foot  at  the 
head  or  set  off,  but  it  gradually  deepened  until  at 
length  it  joined  the  ordinary  Summer  barbel 
stretch  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  I  always 
made  a  point  of  commencing  with  the  set  off  and 
deepening  my  tackle  as  I  covered  the  rapid  down- 
wards. I  invariably  selected  a  hot  day,  knowing 
the  heat  attracted  the  fish  to  the  shallows,  and  I 
generally  succeeded  in  killing  as  many  large 
chub  as  I  cared  to  carry  home,  which,  after  all, 
was  not  far  distant.  I  was  not  allowed  to  take  a 
friend  other  than  a  looker  on.  For  a  week  I  had 
enjoyed  grand  sport  alone,  and  on  the  following 
Monday  afternoon  I  asked  a  young  angler — now 
an  expert — to  accompany  me.  How  his  young 
eyes  flashed  with  expectation,  as  he  had  seen  most 
of  the  "whoppers  I  had  previously  caught! 
Airived  on  the  bank,  I  requested  him  to  keep  very 
quiet,  and,  if  possible,  out  of  sight  of  the  fish  still 
on  the  shallows  stretching  out  in  front  of  us.  I 
quickly  rigged  up,  and  making  a  cast,  a  long  way 
out,  was  in  holds  with  a  big  fish  before  the  float 
had  travelled  half  a  dozen  yards.  The  fish  was  ;i 
barbel,  and  the  next  swim  yielded  a  chub  of  31b. 
odd.   The  sport  became  fast  and  furious,  until  at 


June  26,  1897] 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


453 


length,  I  sat  down  and  enjoyed  a  well  deserved 
pipe.  As  the  fish,  mostly  big  chub,  were  landed, 
my  young  friend  took  charge  of  them  and 
stowed  them  away  in  a  patch  of  long 
grass  in  our  rear.  It  was  lucky  he  did 
so.  Suddenly  the  rector  made  tracks  round 
a  bend  in  the  river,  and  was  upon  us,  fly  rod 
in  hand,  before  I  actually  realised  his  approach. 
My  chief  concern  was  not  to  let  him  see  the  spoil, 
for  he  had  other  friends  besides  myself  devoted 
to  angling.  Just,  therefore,  before  he  reached 
us,  I  stepped  forward,  rod  in  hand,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  set  off.  My  young  friend  followed, 
and  the  first  salute  from  the  rector  was,  "  Good 
afternoon.  I'm  afraid  you  are  fishing  where  there 
is  not  enough  water  to  cover  the  fish."  My  reply 
went  forth :  "  There  is  very  little,  and  it  seems 
to  be  extremely  shallow  all  the  way  down."  "  You 
are  right,"  replied  he,  "  but  the  shallow  holds 
chub,  and  you  can  only  catch  them  with  the  fly." 
My  hair  stood  erect  on  my  head.  "  Chub,"  mur- 
mured I  inwardly.  "  Has  he  seen  my  catch  ?  " 
The  worthy  rector  essayed  his  whipping  skill,  but 
failed  to  stir  a  fish.  The  fact  is,  the  sun  was  too 
bright  for  the  fly,  and  finding  that  out  he  soon 
left  us,  promising  to  re-visit  the  spot  in  the 
evening.  I  confess  I  was  greatly  relieved  when 
he  had  departed,  for  had  his  eyes  peered  into  that 
patch  of  long  grass  which  only  separated  us  by  a 
few  yards  they  must  have  alighted  on  fully  501b. 
of  dead  and  dying  chub  and  barbel.  Happily, 
they  peered  in  another  direction,  and  we  paired 
off — homewards — and  right  down  glad,  heavily 
laden  as  we  were,  to  get  there. 

I  might  say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  grubs  can 
be  obtained  at  the  rate  of  Is.  3d.  per  pint,  carriage 
paid,  from  Messrs.  J.  Theaker  and  Son,  the  well 
known  fishing  tackle  manufacturers,  of  Notting- 
ham. Henry  Coxon. 


ANGLING  EXCUESIONS  IN  FRANCE 
AND  BELGIUM  * 
(Continued  from  page  436.J 

By  Palmer  Hackle,  Esq. 


The  River  Aa. 

This  river,  which  flows  into  the  Dunkerque  and 
Calais  Canal  at  St.  Omer,  and  at  the  same  time 
feeds  the  extensive  marais  of  the  district,  has  for 
many  years  afforded  the  English  resident  gentle- 
men an  abundance  of  agreeable  recreation.  It 
cannot,  in  strict  language,  be  called  a  good  trout 
stream,  inasmuch  as  its  bottom  is  full  of  weeds, 
its  motion  comparatively  sluggish,  and  its  lower 
waters  generally  turbid  and  discoloured ;  and  yet, 
nevertheless,  there  are  immense  numbers  of  trout 
taken  out  of  it  through  the  season.f 

The  most  common  bait  used  is  the  minnow,  in 
trolling ;  but  the  angler  must  not  move  his  line 
in  precisely  the  same  manner  he  would  do  in  fine, 
clear  bottomed  rivers,  but  rather  bob  his  bait  up 
and  down  at  the  end  of  strong  streams,  and  by 
the  deep  sides  of  the  river.  Any  other  method  of 
using  his  tackle  will  assuredly  subject  him  to  its 
certain  loss  in  quick  time.  The  red  worm  is  also 
a  good  bait,  perhaps  the  very  best  in  this 
stream ;  and  when  the  May  Fly  appears  many 
fine  fish  may  be  caught,  both  with  the  natural 
May  Fly  and  the  artificial  fly.  We  have  known 
as  many  as  two  dozen  to  be  taken  by  a  single  rod 
in  the  course  of  the  day,  when  the  fish  were  in 
taking  humour. 

The  favourite  fly  for  this  water  -with  some 
experienced  hands  is  a  dark  body  with  yellow 
wings ;  but  the  Red  Palmer,  of  a  small  size, 
ribbed  with  gold  twist,  and  a  black  braided  fly 
with  light  wings,  will  be  found  nearly,  if  not 
equally  as  successful.  The  French  anglers  spin 
the  natural  May  Fly  on  this  river  in  a  very 
dexterous  manner ;  but  as  soon  as  this  fly  is  gone 
their  sport  is  over,  the  proper  mode  of  using  the 
artificial  fly  being  nearly  unknown  amongst 
them. 

■*  These  extracts  are  from  a  scarce  book,  and  will  be 
useful  to  anglers  visiting  the  places  mentioned.  We  shall 
be  glad  to  have  any  more  recent  information  from  those 
who  can  supply  it. — Ed. 

t  Otters  are  numerous  in  the  Aa  ;  and  as  the  mayors  of 
the  villages  are  not  sufficiently  strict  in  their  administra- 
tion of  the  admirable  laws  of  the  French  fishing  code,  if 
it  were  not  one  of  the  very  best  breeding  rivers  in  the 
world,  it  could  not  bear  the  constant  drain  upon  its  most 
prolific  waters. 


The  river  Aa  runs  a  course  of  nearly  forty 
miles  from  its  source  until  it  reaches  St.  Omer, 
and  undoubtedly  passes  through  the  most 
beautiful  valley  in  the  whole  department.  To 
the  painter  and  the  lover  of  natural  scenery  a 
ramble  in  May  or  June  along  its  winding  banks 
will  afford  the  most  exquisite  delight.  The  whole 
valley  is  studded  with  the  most  picturesque 
villages  imaginable,  at  short  distances  of  a  mile 
or  two  from  each  other,  and  the  landscape  is 
everywhere  diversified  by  the  most  exquisite  rural 
scenery. 

The  best  plan  the  angler  can  pursue  in  order  to 
fish  this  river  effectively,  is  to  go  at  once  to 
Fauquembergues,  a  small  town  about  twelve 
miles  from  St.  Omer.  It  is  a  pictui-esque  little 
place  of  some  antiquity.  In  1198  it  was  burned 
and  destroyed  by  Renaud,  Count  of  Boulogne  ; 
and  in  1355  it  was  pillaged  and  devastated  by  the 
English.  There  are  but  few  remains  of  the  old 
chateau,  so  often  burned  and  re-built ;  but  the 
crumbling  stones  will  not  fail  to  interest  the 
English  angler,  when  he  remembers  that  the 
conquerors  at  Azincour  passed  the  night  within  its 
walls  after  the  close  of  that  terrible  conflict. 

From  this  place  the  angler  must  march  up  the 
river  for  nearly  ten  miles,  and  he  will  find  many 
good  streams,  particularly  at  Renty,  where  the 
water  is  of  a  first  rate  character,  and  the  locality 
remarkably  favourable  for  the  fly — not  a  tree,  nor 
a  bush,  nor  the  slightest  impediment  or  obstacle 
of  any  kind  for  more  than  a  mile  to  interrupt  or 
embarrass  his  movements.  The  streams  here  are 
clear,  rushing,  continuous ;  brawling  over  a 
gravelly  bottom,  winding  along  through  pleasant 
meadows,  and  falling  occasionally  over  some  old 
staunch  into  a  lai-ge,  deep  pool  beyond,  replete 
with  trout,  and  all  that  one  could  desire  for  deep 
fishing  with  the  worcn  or  minnow.  In  the  village 
of  Renty,  between  the  mill  tail  and  the  bridge, 
there  is  a  strong  rush  of  water  over  a  stony 
bottom  for  about  100yds.  This  spot  is  often  full 
of  fish,  and  has  more  than  once  or  twice  yielded 
us  some  capital  sport. 

When  tired  of  the  water  above  Fauquembergues, 
the  angler  will  find  a  series  of  excellent  streams  a 
mile  or  two  below  the  town,  especially  at  St. 
Marcq,  Lieven  Ouve,  Wavrans,  and  Lumbres. 
The  streams  in  all  these  villages  are  delicious. 
They  swirl  and  whirl  round  stumps  and  stones, 
and  little  promontories,  in  the  most  pictirresque 
and  agreeable  way  possible ;  and  the  cheering 
scenery  in  the  vicinity — the  bold,  bare  hills,  the 
verdant  meadows,  the  romantic  villages,  with  their 
unrivalled  churches,  the  noble  trees  which  crowd 
the  beautiful  valley  through  which  the  river 
glides,  and  shade  its  banks  from  the  noontide 
heats — combine  to  render  the  fishing  on  this 
lovely  water  most  fascinating  and  exciting. 

The  streams  which  occur  between  Nenty  and 
Setques  are  unquestionably  the  best  portions  of 
the  whole  river  for  the  fly  fisher.  The  village  of 
Lumbres,  about  seven  miles  from  St.  Omer,  is  a 
very  favourite  spot,  and  many  good  streams  will 
be  found  above  the  village,  in  the  little  river  which 
joins  the  Aa  at  this  place.  From  Setques  to  St. 
Omer  the  river  is  more  favourable  for  the  minnow 
and  worm  than  for  the  fly.  The  waters  become 
deeper,  and  have  few  rapid  streams,  except  at  the 
various  mills,  at  the  villages  of  Ecquerdes,  Hal- 
lines,  Wisjernes,  Blandecques,  and  Arques. 

The  majority  of  trout  found  in  this  stream  are 
the  white  and  bull  trout,  but  the  red  is  occa- 
sionally met  with.  Trout  have  been  taken  out  of 
these  waters  71b.  or  81b.  in  weight ;  but  the 
average  of  those  caught  with  minnows  will 
scarcely  reach  lib. 

There  is  excellent  accommodation  for  the  not 
too  fastidious  angler  at  Fauquembergues,  and  in 
nearly  all  the  villages  by  the  river  side. 

The  whole  valley  of  the  Aa  is  remarkably 
beautiful,  and  the  river,  in  some  particular  spots, 
replete  with  trout.  When  the  waters  are  in  good 
condition— which  is  not  always  the  case  in  the 
best  part  of  the  season,  on  account  of  the  constant 
irrigation  going  on  in  the  meadows  and  paddocks 
— the  angler  will  find  plenty  of  sport,  as  the  trout 
occasionally  run  a  tolerable  size,  and  owing  to  the 
nature  of  the  banks  will  demand  all  his  skill  and 
management. 

The  scenery,  of  its  particular  kind,  can  scarcely 
be  beaten ;  and  the  numerous  pretty  churches, 
romantic  villages,  snug  cottages,  rustic  bridges, 
picturesque  old  mills,  &c,  would  fill  theSportfolio 
of  a  wandering  artist  with  gems  of  exquisite 


beauty;  and  yet  all  this  i3  but  a  bare  day's 
journey  from  London. 

Aire. 

The  river  Lys  flows  through  this  town,  and  the 
waters  between  it  and  the  Therouanne  are  much 
better  adapted  for  the  fly  than  that  which  runs 
towards  the  Belgian  frontier.  There  are  some  few 
streams  as  you  go  towards  Therouanne,  but  on  the 
whole  the  waters  below  this  latter  town  are  much 
better  suited  for  minnow  and  the  red  worm  than 
for  the  fly.  Trout  of  a  considerable  size  are  often 
taken  near  Aire.  The  waters  around  the  town 
abound  with  large  pike,  roach,  perch,  eels,  and 
dace,  and  contain  innumerable  shoals  of  bleak. 

The  angler  will  find  no  impediment  in  fishing 
the  waters  in  this  vicinity.  This  town  was  founded 
by  Lyderic,  first  Count  of  Flanders,  in  the  year 
630.  It  was  nearly  all  destroyed  by  the  Normans 
in  881.  From  this  period  it  has  always  been  a 
place  of  considerable  strength,  although  it  has 
often  been  taken  and  retaken  both  by  the 
Spaniards  and  the  French.  The  barracks  afford 
accommodation  for  full  6000  soldiers.  Aire  is 
situated  on  the  confluence  of  the  rivers  Lys  and 
Laquette.  The  philosopher  Malebranche  was 
born  here.  It  is  a  most  pleasant  excursion  to  fish 
the  canal  from  St.  Omer  to  this  pretty,  clean 
town.  The  banks  of  the  canal  are  very  elevated, 
and  command  extensive  and  agreeable  views  of 
the  surrounding  country.  The  waters  abound 
with  roach,  bleak,  bream,  dace,  &c,  and  in  the 
months  of  August  and  September,  when  they  are 
rising  at  the  fly,  will  afford  the  angler  capital 
sport  during  his  walk.  The  foot- way  or  towing- 
path  by  the  water  side  is  broad  and  good,  the 
high  banks  are  full  of  delicious  cold  springs  of 
exquisite  water,  and  the  distance  is  but  some  nine 
or  ten  miles. 

(To  be  continued.) 


THE  ORKNEYS. 


BIRSAT  AS  A  SUMMER  RESORT. 

Now  that  the  summer  has  come,  and  the  worn- 
out  townsman  is  in  search  of  some  quiet  spot 
where  he  may  betake  himself  and  forget  the  din 
of  the  City,  and  breathe  the  air  in  all  its  purity, 
and  when  the  angler  is  trying  to  discover  some 
loch  which  he  has  not  already  threshed,  I  would 
venture  to  bring  before  their  notice  a  place  which 
they  may  not  yet  have  thought  of. 

Birsay,  a  district  on  the  mainland  of  Orkney, 
is  an  ideal  summer  resort,  where  health  and  sport 
can  both  be  found.  When  the  Norsemen  settled 
in  Orkney  towards  the  end  of  the  ninth  century, 
it  was  Birsay  they  chose  as  their  capital,  and  the 
name  they  gave  to  it  was  "  Bergisherad,"  which 
means  "  the  hunting  territory."  The  numerous 
lochs  which  studs  its  expanse  are  full  of  trout,  and 
are  frequented  by  swans,  ducks,  and  other  aquatic 
birds,  and  afford  excellent  sport  for  the  angler 
and  the  fowler.  The  coast  scenery  is  the  finest 
on  the  mainland.  One  cliff  in  the  neighbourhood 
rises  500ft.  out  of  the  sea.  The  whole  of  Orkney 
is  rich  in  antiquities,  and  affords  ample  scope  for 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  archaeologist.  Here,  in 
Birsay,  the  ancient  jarls  built  a  magnificent 
palace  close  to  the  sea,  whose  ruined  walls  still 
stand  high.  The  palace  was  rebuilt  in  the  16th 
century,  after  the  ground  plan  of  Holyrood,  by 
Earl  Robert  Stewart.  Away  to  westward  of  this 
ruined  pile,  as  if  keeping  watch  of  it,  lies  the 
Brough  of  Birsay,  a  mound-shaped  islet  some 
200yds.  from  the  mainland,  but  accessible  on  foot 
at  low  tide.  Upon  it  can  be  seen  the  ruins  of 
St.  Peter's,  a  Culdee  chapel,  and  for  a  time  the 
resting  place  of  the  body  of  St.  Magaves. 

Birsay  contains  several  lochs,  three  of  which 
afford  excellent  sport  for  the  rod.  The  best  time 
is  from  May  to  beginning  of  October,  and  capital 
sport  can  often  be  had,  some  of  the  trout  weighing 
several  pounds.  Ordinary  flies  are  used,  but  the 
angler  can  be  supplied  with  tackle  and  flies  of  the 
most  approved  kind  for  Orkney  waters  at  Mr. 
Spence's  hotel.  All  the  lochs  are  within  easy 
reach  of  each  other,  lying  at  the  roadside  ;  and 
I  may  mention  that  the  roads  are  particularly 
good  for  cycling.  A  comfortable  little  hotel  has 
been  erected  specially  for  tourists  on  the  edge  of 
one  of  the  lochs,  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
John  Spence.  Visitors  can  also  reside  at  Smith- 
field  Inn,  four  miles  away,  under  the  same 
management. 

Orkney  is  now  within  easy  reach  of  the  south 
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D.  MALLOCH, 

213.    HIGH    STREET.  T»ET*T*TT. 


Manufacturer  of  every  description  of  First-class  Fishing  Rods,  Reels,  and  Tackle. 
SUPERIOR  GREENHEART  SALMON  ROD,  MALLOCH'S 

18ft.,  steel  snake  rings,  steel  revolving  top  rings,  double  brazed,  DATtTMT      OA6TIKIP  DCCf 

waterproof  fitted,  rubber  button,  &c.  ;  the  very  best  rod  that  can  ■    "  I  C  IM  I       Urto  I  I  IMu      r(  L  Ci  L 

be  produced,  67S.J  16ft.  rod,  same  as  above,  57s. 


(NEW  PATTERN). 


TRADE  MARK  (Regd.). 


SPECIAL  TROUT  ROD. 

lift.,  suitable  for  loch  or  river  in  two  pieces,  made  from  selected 
Greenheart,  best  finish,  lockfast  joints,  waterproof  fittings, 
cork  handle,  price  40s ;  same  rod,  in  three  pieces,  40s. ;  plainer 
finish,  28s.  Reel  to  suit,  made  of  aluminium  alloy,  with 
Patent  adjustable  brake,  price  208. 


MALLOCH'S  PATENT  CASTING  REEL. 

Suitable  for  minnow,  prawn,  and  all  kinds  of  bait  fishing,  both  in  loch  and  river.  Anyone 
can  learn  to  cast  well  with  half  an  hour's  practice.  3jin.,  price  21s. '  4in.  (the  most 
suitable  size  for  salmon),  price  28s-  NEW  PATTERS',  with  reversib'le  drum,  which 
takes  all  the  kinks  from  the  line,  price  34s.  Can  be  had  in  aluminium  alloy,  weight  of 
4in.,  13oz. ;  3iin.,  price  29s.  6d. ;  4in.,  price  38s. 

MALLOCH'S   PATENT   INVISIBLE  SPINNER    *«  Natural  Bait,  Is.  6d.  and  2S. 

MALLOCH'S  PATENT  SALMON  FLY  CASE. 

Amongst  the  advantages  of  this  new  case  over  the  old  parchment  books,  the  following  are 
a  few  : — The  flies  do  not  get  crushed  and  spoiled  as  they  do  in  a  book.  The  case  being 
almost  air-tight,  the  tinsel  remains  bright  a  much  longer  time.  The  colours  of  the  flies  do 
not  fade  so  soon.  All  the  flies  can  be  seen  in  a  few  seconds.  Every  fly  being  securely 
fixed,  they  cannot  get  lost  as  they  do  out  of  a  book,  each  fly  having  a  spring  for  itself. 
Made  in  several  sizes,  to  hold  24  to  150  flies,  single  or  double.  Price  from  6s.  to  18s. 
Special  sizes  to  order.    Trout  size  to  hold  eyed  flies. 


LOCH 

Suitable  for 


FLIES. 

Sutherland. 


and  2s.  6d.  per  dozen. 


SALUON,  GRILSE,  SEA  TROUT,  LOCH,  and  RIVER  FLIES  in  great  variety,  and  sent  out  at  a  moment's  notice. 
HAVING  FISHED  nearly  all  the  principal  rivers  and  lochs  in  Scotland,  anglers  may  rely  on  being  supplied  with  tackle  of  the  most 
suitable  kind. 

Largest  maker  of  first-class  SALMON  and  TROUT  REELS  in  the  world.  Used  by  all  the  leading  anglers  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  HIGHEST  AWARDS  of  any  at  the  Great  International  Fisheries  Exhibition,  London,  1883.  GOLD  MEDAL 
for  general  collection  of  Rods  and  Tackle.  GOLD  MEDAL  and  First  Prize  for  Salmon  Flies.  GOLD  MED  A.L  for  Salmon 
Reels.  GOLD  MEDAL  for  Trout  Reels.  HIGHEST  AWARDS  National  Fisheries  Exhibition,  Norwich,  1882. 
HIGHEST  AWARDS  Edinburgh,  1883. 

Testimonials  from  all  parts  of  the  world.  Price  List  Free  to  any  address.  Begistered  Telegraphic  Addreas  •  "  MALLOCH,  PERTH."  Telephone  No.  3i 


IMPROVED  PATENT. 

SOLO  ON  CONDITIONS  STATED  ON  BOWL , 


Send  for  *  Sample  Card  of  the 
LINDUM    FISHING  LINES. 

Boach    la.  6d.)  Per  109  yardi. 

Barbel    2s.  Od.f  White 

Pike   8b.  0d.(  or 

Salmon   4b.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pnre  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  moat  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Boach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
beat  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

V.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKES 

1,  St.  Swithin'b  Sqcabe.  Lincoln 


WELL-KNOWN  FISHING  TACKLE  BUSINESS  FOR  SALE. 

The  old-established  and  widely-known  Manufacturing  Fishing 
Tackle  Business  of 

WILLIAM  BROWN 

(Inventor  of  the  "Phantom  Minnow"), 

64,  GEORGE  STREET,  ABERDEEN, 

Is  for  SALE,  owing  to  ill-health  of  the  proprietor. 

The  business  is  largely  a  manufacturing  one  in  general  Fishing  Tackle,  and  is 
both  Wholesale  and  Retail ;  and  the  firm  holds  a  first-class  reputation  for  its 
Specialities,  both  with  the  trade  and  with  a  large  clientele  of  anglers  all  over  the  world. 

For  a  moderate  amount  of  capital  this  offers  a  most  safe  and  remunerative 
investment.    The  business  is  in  good  condition,  and  entry  can  be  had  at  once. 

Apply  for  particulars  to  William  Brown,  64,  George-street,  Aberdeen ;  or  to 
Messrs.  G.  and  J.  McBain,  C.A.,  124,  Union- street,  Aberdeen. 


IT  IS  AN  INCONTROVER- 
TIBLE FACT  THAT 

KINO'S 

NATURAL  BAIT 

Is  UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH 
that  will  take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Has  a 
reputation  of  TWENTY  TEARS,  and  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  eaoh,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker— WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  157, 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


THE  HALF-YEARLY  VOLUMES 

OF 

THE    FISHING  GAZETTE," 

Bound  in  Cloth,  may  he  obtained  from  the  Publishers,  price  6/6 
each ;  post  free,  7/3. 


<6 


CLOTH      BINDING  CASES 

MB  IB 

FISHING  GAZETTE 

CAN  BE  HAD  AT  TBH 

Publishing  Office,  Bream' t  Ruildino*.  B.C. 


137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Factory-l,  2,  3,  EOSEBEBY  AVENUE.     Timber  Stores-MERLIN'S  PLACE. 


BUILT  CANE  SALMON  &  TROUT  RODS, 


Two  Tops,  Splint-end  Ferrules,  Snake  Rings,  Universal  Winch  Fittings,  Spiral  Lock  Joints,  Pneumatic  Button, 

Solid  Cork  Handles,  Division  Bag,  complete. 

10ft.  to  12ft  £2    2   01    15ft.    £4   5   0    i    17ft   £5  10 

14ft   3  15   O        16ft   5   5   0        18ft   5  15 


O 
O 


Send  for  our  Price  List,  it  will  save  you  25  to  50  per  cent. 
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A  mail  boat  crosses  from  Thurso  daily,  and  the 
"  North  of  Scotland  Company  "  and  "  Langland's 
Company  "  have  luxurious  steamers  plying  con- 
stantly, via  Leith  and  Aberdeen. 

Anyone  in  search  of  a  pleasant  holiday  coxdi 
not  do  better  than  pay  a  visit  to  Birsay,  Orkney. 

C.  M. 


PIKE,  PICKEREL,  &  MASCALONGE. 

The  pike  is  commonly  called  pickerel  in  New 
York ;  there  is  a  marked  difference  between  the 
two  fish.  The  pike  grows  to  a  weight  of  501b. 
and  more,  as  one  was  recorded  from  Ireland  the 
present  year  of  541b.  in  weight.  Our  pike  and  the 
European  pike  are  the  same.  The  cheek  and  gill 
covers  of  the  pike  shown  in  Fig.  2  will  explain 
how  the  scales  are  placed ;  they  cover  the  cheek 
and  part  of  the  gill  cover.  The  pike  is  the  fish 
sometimes  called  the  great  northern  pike,_  although 
a  claim  was  made  a  few  years  ago  for  this  title  f or 
the  unspotted  mascalonge. 

The  pickerel  proper  is  a  small  fish  as  compared 
with  the  pike,  as  it  averages  in  weight  from  lilb. 
to  241b.,  and  one  of  51b.  is  a  very  large  fish. 
Fig.  3  will  show  how  the  scales  are  placed  on 
cheek  and  gill  covers,  extending  over  both. 

The  fish  are  of  the  same  species,  and  exactly 
alike  structurally,  but  one  fish  is  spotted  with 


ANOTHER  Q.E.D.— A  REPLY.  TO 
"VAL  CONSON." 


•     •  >  >!>>\\>\'.'>l     J.',  ).'!t'.i.'y\ 


Fig.  3.  Pickerel. 

Part  of  Cheek  and  Gill  Covers  ok  Mascalonoe, 
Pike,  and  Pickerel. 

spots  that  are  nearly  round,  while  the  other  has 
oblong  spots,  and  the  dark  lines  are  more  regular 
in  the  pond  fish  than  in  the  river  fish. 

There  is  no  good  reason  for  confounding  the 
pike-perch  with  the  pike,  as  one  look  at  the 
coloured  plate  will  show  the  former  fish  with  two 
dorsal  fins,  while  the  pike  has  but  one.  The  pike 
perch  are  hatched  artificially  by  the  State  in  large 
numbers,  and  it  is  an  excellent  food  fish  as  well 
as  a  game  fish  to  be  taken  with  hook  and  line. 
The  pike  and  pickerel  ai-e  not  hatched  artificially 
in  this  country,  but  the  pike  is  cultivated  in 
Germany  by  artificial  methods,  and  is  more  highly 
regarded  in  Europe  than  in  America. 

The  reason  for  this  is  that  we  have  such  a  great 
number  of  so-called  game  fishes  that  are  con- 
sidered superior  to  pike,  that  it  has  been  relegated 
to  an  inferior  position ;  and  still  the  pike  has  its 
loyal  adherents  who  regard  it  highly  as  a  rod  fish, 
and  as  a  table  fish.  Should  anyone  be  in  doubt  about 
the  species  of  the  fish  named,  and  desire  to  fit  the 
fish  with  its  proper  name,  the  plates  here  given 
will  prove  a  sure  guide. — A.  N.  Cheney,  State 
Fishculturist,  in  Fwest  and  Stream. 


"Val  Conson's"  surprise  at  my  assertion 
that  the  exact  imitation  theory  can  be  more  easily 
followed  by  the  wet-fly  man  than  the  dry-fly  man 
is  in  its  turn  a  surprise  to  me.  So  far  was  I  from 
anticipating  any  dissent  from  him  when  I  made 
the  statement,  that  I  even  added  the  words  "  as 
'  Val  Conson '  suggests,"  feeling  that  his  pointing 
out  that  the  bushy  hackle  of  a  dry  fly  appears  in 
itself  somewhat  "  freakish,"  amounted  to  a  sugges- 
tion of  what  I  affirmed  more  implicitly.  It  is 
clear  that  a  dry  fly  must  be  built  to  float.  This 
means  that  more  stuff  must  be  put  in  it  than  the 
exact  imitation  theory  could  possibly  sanction 
were  it  free  from  the  interference  of  this  condi- 
tion. For  the  wet-fly  man  this  condition  of 
flotility  is  removed,  and  no  new  conditions  are 
imposed  whose  requirements  run  counter  to  those 
of  the  exact  imitation  theory.  Therefore  by  the 
wet-fly  man  the  exact  imitation  theory  is  the 
more  easily  followed .    Q  .E .  D . 

"  Val  Conson "  should  observe  that  I  neither 
stated  that  the  putting  into  practice  of  the  theory 
in  question  is  either  more  general  or  more  necessary 
with  wet-fly  men  as  a  body  than  with  dry-fly  men. 
I  merely  asserted  that  it  was  more  easily  followed. 
And  this  is  the  statement  which  "  Val  Conson " 
quotes  verbatim,  challenges,  and  then  naively 
affects  to  disprove  by  a  refutation  of  the  two 
others — which  I  did  not  make. 

I  quite  agree  with  "Val  Conson"  that  the 
effect  of  tinsel  bodies  to  the.  trout's  eye  must  be 
different  to  their  usual  effect  to  the  eye  of  man. 
We  generally  look  at  tinsel  with  a  good  light 
falling  on  it  against  a  dark  back  ground.  The 
position  of  the  trout  is,  as  a  rule,  just  the  revei-se 
of  this.  A  comparatively  small  amount  of  light 
comes  from  behind  the  fish,  while  the  back  ground 
is  usually  luminous  itself,  as  when  it  is  the  sky, 
or  well  lighted.  So,  as  the  effect  of  tinsel  on  our 
eyes  is  due  to  its  reflecting  the  light  falling  on  it, 
the  contrast  between  the  two  cases  is  very  evident, 
and  even  greater  than  "  Val  Conson's "  experi- 
ment would  indicate,  since  the  looking-glass 
beneath  the  fly  would  reflect  a  good  deal  of  light 
on  the  under  side  of  the  body. 

I  would,  however,  venture  to  challenge  ''Val 
Conson's"  assertion  that  in  wet-fly  fishing 
it  is  needless  to  be  veiy  accurate  or  careful 
about  the  exact  imitation  of  the  natural  fly. 
Does  a  wet  fly  fished  in  a  rapid  stream 
really  behave  so  as  to  simulate  life?  If  so, 
is  this  simulation  so  very  alluring  as  to 
gain  nothing  from  the  artificials  being  a  good 
imitation  of  the  insect  on  which  the :  fish  are 
feeding  ?  Surely  these  two  questions  cannot  both 
be  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

I  do  not  quite  know  what  "  Val  Conson " 
intends  when  he  writes  of  a  "  conduit,"  but  I 
placed  a  soft  hackled  fly  in  a  basin  of  water,  and 
rotated  the  water  at  a  speed  just  about  sufficient 
to  keep  the  fly  from  sinking  to  the  bottom.  I 
then  disturbed  the  water  with  my  hand,  pro- 
ducing waves  in  all  directions.  The  result  was 
that,  so  far  as  I  could  see,  there  was  scarcely  any 
motion  of  the  hackle  relative  to  the  resfr-of  the 
fly,  but  all  its  parts  partook  equally  of  the  same 
contortions.  This  may  be  the  result  arrived  at 
by  "  Val  Conson,"  or  it  may  not.  He  does  not 
tell  us  whether  the  contortions  of  which  he  writes 
consist  of  motions  of  the  various  parts  of  the  fly 
relative  to  each  other,  or  motions  of  the  fly  as  a 
rigid  body.  The  distinction  is  important,  because 
it  is  only  the  former  class  of  motions  that  can  be 
conceded  to  suggest  that  the  fly  is  alive,  or  has 
the  power  of  motion  in  itself.  With  small  flies 
there  is  really  nothing  to  cause  this  kind  of 
motion  to  any  appreciable  extent.  If  the  flies 
were  very  large  it  might  be  different,  but  even 
then  a  great  part  of  the  apparent  effect  to  us 
would  be  due  to  the  refraction  of  the  rippling 
surface  of  the  water.  This  may  be  seen  by 
holding  a  pencil  steadily  beneath  the  water  and 
disturbing  it  as  before.  The  pencil  will  appear 
to  vibrate,  but  of  course  to  a  fish  beneath  the 
surface  it  would  appear  perfectly  steady. 

But  in  whatever  way  the  artificial,  fished 
upstream  or  unchecked  by  the  line,  is  affected  by 
the  motion  of  the  water,  surely  the  drowned 
natural  fly  is  affected  in  the  same  way.  Surely 
every  tiny  leaf  or  other  small  object  alighting  in 
the  water  is  also  affected  in  much  the  same 
manner.    Thus,  even  if  the  artificial  fly's  con- 


tortions should  suggest  life  to  us,  they  would  not 
necessarily  do  so  to  a  fish.  Furthermore,  the  fish 
would  naturally  be  far  more  quick  sighted  than  a 
man,  and  would  not  be  so  easily  deceived  by  rapid 
motion ;  so  that  it  would  be  better  able  to 
appreciate  simulation  of  form  and  colour  than 
might  be  imagined. 

Of  course,  when  the  rod  is  vibrated  by  the 
hand,  a  tremulous  motion  is  imparted  to  the  fly 
such  as  could  not  be  produced  by  the  stream 
alone,  and,  therefore,  of  a  character  to  suggest  a 
living  object,  but  certainly  not  a  living  fly,  as  Mr. 
Stewart  has  so  well  argued,  and  as' "  Val  Conson" 
appears  willing  to  concede.    The  last  is.no  doubt 
very  effective  on  some  streams,  but  as  there  is 
probably  nothing  of   which  it   could  be  said, 
behaviour  and  all  circumstances  considered,' to  be 
even  an  approximately  close  ;  imitation,  •  it  is 
evidently  an  easier  matter  for  the  fish"  to  educate 
themselves    so    as  to  recognise  its  deceptive 
qualities  than  it  would  be  if  the  element  of 
imitation  were  more  prominent.    Our  editor  has 
a  theory  that  in  the  much  fished  dry-fly  waters'of 
the  South  of  England  the  trout  are  actually 
afraid  to  rise  freely  at  the  naturals  owing  to  the 
prevalence  of  "  barbed  imitations."    When  the 
caution  and  wariness  of  these  trout  is  so  great  as 
to  produce  such  a  change  in  their  nature,  surely 
that  of  trout  in  much  fished  wet-fly  waters  will 
normally  be  great  enough  to  cause  them  to  reject 
lures,  easily  recognisable  as  such  by  the  unique 
features  that  they  possess.    Is  it  not  the  fact  that 
on  most  wet-fly  streams  the  upstream  style  of 
fishing  advocated  by  Stewart  is  by  far  the  most 
successful  method  ?    And  is  not  one  important 
reason  of  this  that  the  artificial  fished  thus  better 
imitates  the  behaviour  of  the  natural  ?  Of  coui-se, 
on  such  waters  as  Stewart  fished,  the  comparative 
scarcity  of  insect  food  makes  the  exact  imitation 
of  the  species  a  matter  of  less  importance  than  it 
otherwise  would  be.    This,  I  take  it,  is  the  main 
reason  why  the  exact  imitation  theory  is  not  more 
popular  with  all  sections  of  wet-fly  men  than  it  is 
at  present.  Athenian. 


THE  LOOHS  AND  RIVERS  OF 
SCOTLAND. 

[COPYRIGHT.] 


[By  arrangement  with  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  editor  and 
proprietor  of  "  The  Sportsman's  and  Tourist's  Guide 
to  the  Rivers,  Lochs,  Moors,  and  Deer  Forests  of 
Scotland,"  we  give  the  following  copyright  extracts 
from  that  most  valuable  work,  which  is  published  on 
May  1  and  Aug.  1  in  each  year ;  price  one  shilling. 
Should  any  of  our  readers,  be  able  to  supplement  or 
correct  the  information  given  we  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  they  will  do  so,  as,  of  course,  changes  caused  by  death, 
&c,  take  place  constantly.— Editor  Fishing  Gazette.] 
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PERTHSHIRE. 
Lochs  of  Perthshire  (continued). 

Loch  Scliechernich,  or  Baiuie.— A  fine 
little  loch  in  Glenshee,  about  two  miles  from  the 
Spittal  of  Glenshee  Hotel.  It  is  the  property  of 
Mr.  Farquharson,  of  Invercauld,  who  lets  it  with 
shootings.  It  is  therefore  preserved.  The  trout 
are  not  large  as  a  rule,  but  big  ones  are  sometimes 
got — as  heavy,  indeed,  as  101b.,  and  we  know  of 
one  of  I4£lb.  having  been  got  with  a  small  fly. 
Trout  of  Alb.  are  very  numerous,  and  on  a  good 
day  four  to  eight  dozen,  weighing,  say,  151b.,  may 
be  got.  They  are  very  lively  as  a  rule,  and  bite 
so  quick  as  to  require  a  dexterous  fisher  to  basket 
them.  There  are  three  sorts  of  trout  in  the  loch 
—dark  in  the  skin  and  white-fleshed  at  the  west 
end,  and  brighter  in  skin  and  flesh  near  the  centre, 
and  beautiful  pink-fleshed  at  the  east  end  of  the 
loch.  The  proprietor  has  a  boat  on  the  loch,  the 
use  of  .which  is  given  when  leave  to  fish  is  granted. 
Fine  mountain  scenery.  Route :  By  rail  to 
Blairgowrie;  thence  hire  up  Glenshee  to  the 
Spittal  Hotel ;  thence  walk. 

Loch  Skiach  is  near  Kinnaird  House,  some 
six  miles  above  Dunkeld.  There  is  another  little 
loch  connected  with  it.  The  larger  is  a  mile  long 
by  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad,  and  they  are  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Atholl,  who  lets  thorn 
with  shootings.  1  hey  contain  large  trout  of  the 
same  quality  as  Lech  Leven.  and  also  some  pike. 
Theylieh  well  all  summer  with  largish  flics,  and 
spoon  bait  or  Peacock  Fly  for  pike.    Route  :  By 
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rail  to  Dalguise ;  theiice  walk  three  or  four  miles 
over  the  bill — no  road. 

Loch  Sron-Smear. — A  little  loch  near  the 
west  end  of  Loch  Errochd.  It  is  extremely 
inaccessible,  and  seldom  visited.  Leave  to  fish  it 
must  be  got  from  Sir  Robert  Menzies,  Bart.  It 
contains  small  black  trout,  five  or  six  to  a  lb.,  and 
the  sport  is  not  great.  June,  July,  August,  and 
September  are  the  best  months,  and  red  or  yellow 
body,  with  woodcock,  duck,  or  grouse  wing,  are 
the  best  flies.  Nearest  hotel,  Kinloch-Rannoch, 
nearly  twenty  miles  off — road  ceases  after  about 
ten  miles.  About  half  a  mile  to  the  east  of  this 
loch  is  Loch-an-Londonich,  a  small  irregularly- 
shaped  sheet  of  water  containing  large  trout,  and 
affording  excellent  fishing.  Route:  Same  as 
Loch  Eaigh,  to  head  of  Loch  Rannoch ;  thence  a 
long  walk  over  the  hill — no  road. 

Loch  Stormont. — One  of  a  chain  of  lochs 
which  all  go  by  the  general  name  of  the  Stormont 
Lochs.  They  are  Monksmyre,  Hai-emyre,  Saint 
Loch,  Black  Loch,  White  Loch,  Fengus  Loch, 
Rae  Loch,  Marlee  Loch,  and  Clunie  Loch.  They 
all  contain  pike  and  perch,  and  some  of  them 
hold,  in  addition,  lai-ge  trout.  These  lochs  are 
within  a  radius  of  five  miles  from  Blairgowrie, 
which  is  the  most  suitable  place  to  stay  at.  June, 
J uly,  and  August  are  the  best  months,  and  spoon 
and  phantom  minnow  the  best  bait.  Permission 
is  required  for  all  these  lochs  except  Loch  Marlee. 
Route  :  By  rail  to  Blairgowrie ;  thence  hire. 

Loch  Tay. — This  is  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  beautiful  lochs  in  Scotland,  and  in  point  of 
salmon  fishing  is  surpassed  by  none.  The  season 
now  begins  on  Jan.  15,  and  sport  is  got  from  the 
very  first  day.  Indeed,  the  opening  weeks  are 
the  best,  and  the  season  may  be  said  to  be  over  by 
the  middle  or  end  of  May.  The  salmon  in  Loch 
Tay,  as  a  rule,  are  large,  and  give  magnificent 
sport,  often  taking  out  at  a  rush  60yds.  or  80yds. 
of  line,  and  many  of  them  fight  fiercely.  Salmon 
as  heavy  as  481b.  have  been  here  killed  with  the 
rod,  and  351b.  is  by  no  means  an  uncommon  fish. 
Indeed,  it  is  the  exception  to  meet  with  any  fish 
under  181b.  or  201b.  They  take  best  with  medium- 
sized  phantom  minnow,  while  fly  does  no  good. 
One  salmon  a  day  is  fair  sport  on  Loch  Tay,  but 
two  or  three  a  day  is  not  at  all  uncommon.  Some 
years  ago,  Mr.  J.  Watson  Lyall,  fishing  the 
reserved  part  of  Loch  Tay,  at  the  Kenmore  end, 
the  first  week  of  the  season,  had  such  excellent 
sport  that  it  is  desirable  to  place  it  on  record. 
It  was  as  follows  : 

Feb.  5  (after  2  o'clock  p.m.),  eight  salmon  (281b.,  lbs. 

231b.,  231b.,  211b.,  20lb.,  191b.,  181b.,  and  161b.)...  108 
Feb.  C,  six  salmon  (321b.,  201b.,  201b.,  181b.,  191b., 

and  171b.)    120 

Feb.  7,  four  salmon  (201b.,  191b.,  231b.,  and  181b.)  80 

Feb.  8  (not  out — too  stormy)    — 

Feb.  9,  six  salmon  (321b.,  171b.,  221b.,  191b.,  211b., 

and  171b.)    128 

Feb.  10  (stopped  at  2  o'clock),  two  salmon  (301b. 

and  191b.)    49 

Total  for  five  days'  fishing,  twenty-six 

salmon — weight      ...    -   651 

In  two  days,  some  years  ago,  he  killed  seven  fish, 
two  of  them  over  351b.,  and  none  under  201b. ; 
and  in  another  year,  ten  days  in  May  (when  the 
season  is  reckoned  to  be  about  over),  he  had 
fourteen  splendid  fish.  There  are  several 
hotels  on  the  shores  of  the  loch  (which  is  sixteen 
miles  long  by  about  one  broad),  by  residing  at 
which  anglers  can  fish  it.  And  it  is  worth  bear- 
ing in  mind,  if  the  price  be  thought  high,  that 
netting  the  loch  in  any  part  of  it  was  entirely 
abolished  by  the  late  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  which 
excellent  and  sportsmanlike  arrangement  is  main- 
tained by  his  son,  the  present  very  popular 
Marquis.  The  net  fishings  of  Loch  Tay  could  be 
let  for  a  large  sum,  but  they  are  not  worked, 
solely  that  the  character  of  the  rod  fishing  may  be 
kept  up  to  the  highest  point ;  and  the  result  is,  that 
it  is  by  far  the  best  spring  salmon  loch  angling 
in  Scotland.  The  scenery  of  Loch  Tay  is  as  fine 
as  anything  in  Scotland  of  its  kind.  The  west  or 
Killin  end  is  grand  and  wild,  the  mountains 
rising  to  a  great  height,  and  serrated  in  many 
places  into  jagged  and  fantastic  sky  lines.  Killin 
is  a  prettily  situated  village,  nestling  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills,  the  loch  reaching  not  quite  up  to  it ; 
but  the  river  Lochay,  which  here  falls  in,  admits 
boats  right  up  to  the  door  of  the  hotel.  Auch- 
more  House,  a  fine  seat  of  the  Marquis  of 
Breadalbane,  is  situated  at  the  head  of  the  loch  ; 
and  on  the  opposite  side,  a  little  farther  up,  is  the 
very  old  and  picturesque  burying-ground  of  the 


family.  The  ivy-covered  ruins  of  Finlarig  Castle, 
one  of  the  oldest  seats  of  the  Bai-ons  of  Breadal- 
bane, are  close  to  the  vault.  Both  are  interest- 
ing, and  the  whole  place,  which  is  nicely  kept,  has 
a  solemn  and  suggestive  beauty.  About  midway 
down  the  loch  on  the  north  side,  the  mighty  Ben 
Lawers,  one  of  the  highest  mountains  in  Scotland, 
throws  up  its  giant  form,  offering  to  the  botanist 
a  storehouse  of  most  interesting  alpine  plants, 
and  to  the  mountaineer  an  ascent  of  much 
interest  with  a  glorious  prospect  from  the  summit, 
should  it  be  free  from  its  misty  veil.  A  great 
many  strangers  ascend  it  in  summer,  and  guides 
can  be  got  at  Ben  Lawer3,  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  also  at  Killin  and  Kenmore  Hotels, 
eight  miles  off.  The  ascent  should  not  be 
attempted  without  a  guide.  Towards  the  lower, 
or  Kenmore  end,  of  Loch  Tay,  the  scenery 
increases  in  sylvan  beauty,  and  at  Kenmore 
Bridge,  where  the  lordly  Tay  escapes  from  the 
loch,  the  view  is  splendid.  The  huge  deer- 
frequented  Drummond  Hill,  wooded  to  its  summit, 
casts  over  the  loch  on  one  side  its  broad  deep 
shadow,  answered  by  the  reflection  from  the  other 
side  of  the  softly  swelling  hills  of  Acharn ;  while 
in  the  centre  of  the  fair  picture  stands  out  on  a 
wooded  promontory  the  pretty  little  Church  of 
Kenmore,  and  through  the  arches  of  the  bridge 
flash  charming  glimpses  of  the  Tay  as  it  flows  in 
stately  grandeur  through  the  deer  park,  and 
l'ound  the  princely  Castle  of  Taymouth.  The 
prospect  from  the  Bridge  of  Kenmore  is  of  great 
beauty,  and  may  fairly  be  said  to  have  few  equals 
in  Scotland.  No  one  will  regret  having  visited 
Loch  Tay,  and,  if  the  fates  be  fairly  propitious,  the 
angler  who  goes  there  must  mark  his  days  with 
red  letters.  The  following  are  the  hotels  where 
anglers  may  reside,  and  fish  the  loch :  1.  Kenmore 
Hotel  has  six  boats,  and  about  eight  miles  of 
water  at  the  east  end  of  the  loch,  and  across  its 
whole  breadth,  affording  excellent  sport.  A  mile 
or  two  at  the  extreme  east  end  of  the  loch  is  pre- 
served, but  can  sometimes  be  fished  by  staying  at 
Kenmore  Hotel.  2.  Killin  Hotel.  This  house 
has  six  boats  on  the  loch,  and  its  beat  extends  to 
about  eight  miles  down  the  loch,  and  across  its 
whole  breadth.  It  also  affords  excellent  fishing. 
A  part  at  the  extreme  west  end  is  preserved,  but 
can  sometimes  be  fished  from  Killin  Hotel.  3. 
Bridge  of  Lochay  Inn,  one  mile  from  Killin — 
three  boats ;  same  water  as  Killin  Hotel.  4. 
Ardeonaig  Inn,  half-way  down  the  loch  on  the 
south  side — two  boats.  5.  Lawers  Inn,  half-way 
down  the  loch  on  the  north  side — two  boats ; 
boundaries  same  as  Kenmore  Hotel.  The  regula- 
tions at  all  these  hotels  ai-e  the  same,  and  are  as 
follows  :  Each  boat  to  carry  only  two  rods,  £5  per 
week,  or  25s.  a  day;  if  two  anglers  are  in  one 
boat,  30s.  a  day ;  all  fish  caught  to  be  the  property 
of  the  angler.  After  May  1  the  charge  is  £1  per 
day  or  £3  per  week  per  boat.  When  the  pre- 
served water  at  either  end  can  be  got,  an  additional 
charge  is  made  for  it.  Two  boatmen  are  necessary ; 
they  are  paid  3s.  8d.  a  day  each,  the  angler 
supplying  them  with  luncheon.  Anglers  pro- 
posing to  visit  Loch  Tay  should,  to  prevent 
disappointment,  write  a  day  or  two  before  to  the 
hotel  they  are  to  visit.  Trout  fishing  on  Loch 
Tay  is  sometimes  excellent.  It  begins  on  April  1, 
and  ends  Oct.  1.  The  charge  for  visitors  not 
residing  at  any  one  of  the  hotels  is,  for  one  angler 
in  a  boat,  2s.  6d.  for  the  first  hour,  and  Is.  for  each 
succeeding  hour.  For  two  anglers  in  the  same 
boat,  3s.  first  hour,  and  la.  (id.  for  succeeding 
hours.  No  more  than  two  anglers  can  occupy  the 
same  boat.  These  charges  include  the  services  of 
one  boatman.  Visitors  at  the  hotels  can  fish  for 
trout  free  of  charge.  Within  the  last  few  years 
Lord  Breadalbane  has  been  killing  down  the  pike, 
and  stocking  it  with  Loch  Leven  trout,  which  has 
improved  the  trout  fishing  very  much.  Part  of 
the  reserved  water  is  thrown  open  to  anglers,  and 
all  the  hotels  are  allowed  the  same  number  of 
boats  as  they  have  for  salmon  fishing.  Route — 
For  Killin  end  of  loch :  By  rail  to  Killin ;  Bridge 
of  Lochay  Inn  is  a  mile  farther  on ;  Lawers  and 
Ardeonaig  Inns  are  about  eight  miles  down  on 
either  side  of  loch,  and  can  be  reached  from 
Killin  by  the  Loch  Tay  steamer.  For  Kenmore 
end  of  loch  :  By  rail  to  Aberfeldy ;  thence  by 
coach  to  Kenmore  Hotel.  Lawera  Inn  ia  eight 
miles  up  the  loch  on  its  north  side,  and  Ardeonaig 
Inn  is  nine  miles  up  the  south  aide,  and  both  can  be 
reached  by  the  Loch  Tay  steamer  from  Kenmore. 
(To  be  continued.) 


THE  MEDWAY  EE-VISITED. — I. 

Since  the  popular  Kentish  river  was  last  dealt ' 
with  at  some  considerable  length  in  the  columns  j 
of  the  Fishing  Gazette  many  matters  have  changed  ] 
for  the  better :  prominent  among  them  being  the 
fact  that  the  river  is  less  polluted  than  it  used  to 1 
be.  Even  now,  in  its  lower  reaches,  it  is  at  times 
temporarily  transformed  into  an  open  sewer,  and 
thousands  of  fish  are  poisoned  through  the 
presence  of  noxious  matter  from  the  mills,  but- 
thi8  state  of  affairs  ia  confined  to  the  water  below 
Tovil,  and  the  nuisance  is  not  of  frequent 
occurrence.  It  certainly  ia  passing  strange  that 
thia  pollution  i8  permitted  at  all;  surely  some 
meana  can  be  found  of  dealing  with  the  refuse 
from  the  mills  so  that  it  might  enter  the  river 
under  conditions  which  would  be  harmless  to  fish 
life.  There  is  a  Rivers  Pollution  Act  in  existence 
(as  a  prominent  London  Angling  club  conclusively 
proved  lately),  and  why  is  it  not  enforced  ?  li- 
the refuse  cannot  be  rendered  harmless  by 
scientific  treatment  (which  it  seems  absurd  to 
suppose),  could  it  not  be  carried  by  means  of  a 
special  drain  right  down  beyond  Allington  Lock 
into  the  tidal  water  P  One  thing  is  absolutely 
certain — something  ought  to  be  done.  Not  onlj 
from  the  angler's  point  of  view,  but  for  sanitary 
reasons  also,  the  present  state  of  affairs — improve- 
ment as  they  are  upon  the  scandalous  pollution  of 
years  gone  by — ought  to  be  drastically  dealt  with. 
When  the  pollution  occurs  in  the  boating  season, 
good-bye  to  all  indulgence  in  that  healthy  recrea- 
tion; the  stench  arising  from  the  river  is  un- 
bearable. Good-bye  also  to  the  bathing  in  that 
part  of  the  river ;  and,  beyond  all  this,  must  it 
not  be  seriously  unhealthy  for  the  hundreds  of 
human  beings  engaged  in  trafficking  the  river  in 
barges  or  in  loading  and  unloading  goods  at  the 
numerous  wharvea  ? 

Another  important  matter  is  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  manner  in  which  the  river  is  fished  by 
local  inhabitants  and  by  visitors.  Although  no 
"  advanced  standard "  of  fish  to  be  retained  by 
the  angler  can  at  present  be  enforced,  nevertheless 
a  sportsmanlike  standard  ia  observed.  The  angler 
that  ruthlessly  kills  fish  of  any  size,  and  who  in 
the  past  could  be  found  at  nearly  every  swim,  is 
seldom  met  with  now;  indeed,  he  ia  neai'ly  an 
extinct  animal.  This  is  very  satisfactory  and 
pleasing  to  contemplate,  and  it  promises  marked 
improvement  in  the  sporting  resourcea  of  the 
Medway  when  proper  preservation  is  promoted. 
This  latter  very  desirable  object  at  last  seems  to 
be  within  reach.  In  this  connection  it  ia  advisable 
to  point  out  that  the  foregoing  and  the  following 
remarks  aj)ply  to  what  is  known  as  the  Maidstone 
Association  water,  i.e.,  the  water  from  Hartlake 
Bridge  down  to  Allington  Lock.  The  higher 
reaches  of  the  upper  Medway,  or  what  is  known 
as  the  Tonbridge  Association  waters,  will  be  dealt 
with  later  on  in  these  articles. 

It  is  pretty  generally  acknowledged  that  the 
Medway  below  Hartlake  Bridge  is  not  preserved, 
not  protected  as  it  deserves  to  be ;  and  it  will  be 
within  the  memory  of  some  frequenters  of  the 
Kentish  river  that  there  waa  an  effort  made  some 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago  to  make  the  matter 
of  preservation  and  protection  a  fait  accompli. 
Principally  owing  to  the  fact  that  prominent  men 
took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  that  they  were 
backed  up  by  several  riparian  owners  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  the  effort  looked,  at  one  time, 
remarkably  like  proving  successful.  But  the 
good  ship  "  Preservation  "  foundered  on  a  rock — 
placed  in  its  way  by  the  "  'orny  'anded  son  of 
toil " — and  Mother  Medway  remained  neglected. 
Aa  mattera  are  now  once  more  moving  in  a  satis- 
factory  direction,  it  will  be  interesting  to  bring  to 
memory  what  was  then  proposed  to  be  done. 

Within  the  boundary  of  the  borough  of  Maid- 
stone certain  bye-laws  deal  with  the  fishing  in  the 
Medway.  Beyond  thia  the  sole  control  of  the 
river,  and  the  sporting  rights  on  it,  are  vested  in 
the  various  riparian  owners  and  the  Upper  Medway 
Navigation  Company.  First  and  foremost,  then, 
it  was  necessary  to  get  these  rights  transferred  to 
the  Preservation  Society ;  legal  aid  was  called  in, 
and  local  influential  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  parties  concerned,  and  in  the  result  the 
whole  of  the  riparian  ownera  and  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Upper  Medway  Navigation  Company 
agreed  to  hand  over  the  sporting  rights  to  a 
really  bond  fide  Preservation  Society.  Further 
than  this,  it  was   agreed  that  certain  private 
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property  might  be  fished  from  for  the  purpose  of 
enhancing  the  sport  of  the  anglers ;  the  only  con- 
ditions made  were  that  the  river  should  he 
properly  preserved  and  protected,  and  that  the 
keepers  engaged  by  the  society  should  keep  an  eye 
on  the  pheasants,  &c,  belonging  to  the  riparian 
owners,  and  which  frequently  found  their  way 
down  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  were  ruthlessly 
poached.  The  Sunday  morning  poppers  at  any- 
thing alive  were  also  to  be  restricted  or  stopped, 
as  deemed  advisable.  A  deed  was  drawn,  ap- 
proved of,  and  engrossed,  and  after  many  weeks 
of  ceaseless  toil,  the  committee  that  had  the 
matter  in  hand  were  able  to  announce  that  twenty 
miles  of  the  Medway  could  be  placed  into  the 
hands  of  the  proposed  Preservation  Society.  One 
cannot  help  thinking  that  the  whole  Medway 
angling  community  should  have  "  jumped "  at 
such  an  offer,  and  have  done  all  they  possibly 
could  to  put  the  finishing  touch  to  the  magnifi- 
cent work  of  the  committee.  But  mark  what 
happened. 

To  run  the  society,  funds  were  necessary,  and 
although  scores  of  gentlemen  were  prepared  to 
give  annual  subscriptions,  it  was  thought  only 
just  and  fair  that  those  who  would  principally 
benefit  by  the  work,  i.e.,  the  anglers  themselves, 
should  pay  something  to  the  funds.  Con- 
sequently it  was  proposed  to  issue  annual, 
monthly,  and  weekly,  or  day  tickets  at  a  small 
charge."  This  was  quite  enough  for  a  certain 
section  of  the  Medway  anglers.  Instantly  there 
was  a  cry  of  "  Rod  tax,"  "  Closing  the  river  to 
the  working  man,"  "  Trampling  on  the  rights  of 


right  of  fishing  a  preserved  river,  they  should  le 
treated  with  the  contempt  they  so  richly  deserve, 
for  if  it  were  ignorance  on  their  part  it  would  be 
forgivable,  but  it  is  not. 

Two  other  matters  may  now  be  referred  to. 
Firstly,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  railway 
privileges  granted  by  the  South-Eastern  Railway 
Company  are  being  more  appreciated.  The 
stations  (to  which  holders  of  anglers'  tickets  from 
the  Anglers'  Association,  or  the  Central  Associa- 
tion, may  travel  at  reduced  fares)  at  Paddock 
Wood,  Talding,  Wateringbury,  and  East  Far- 
leigh  can  be  reached  by  a  very  good  service  of 
trains  from  Charing  Cross,  "Waterloo,  Cannon- 
street,  London  Bridge,  or  New  Cross,  and  they 
are  right  on  the  river.  The  return  fare  to 
either  station  is  4s.,  and  tickets  are  available 
for  three  days,  including  the  day  of  issue  and 
return.  Very  comfortable  accommodation  is  to 
be  obtained  in  the  villages  close  to  the  statons, 
and  at  most  parts  boats  can  be  hired  at  a  small 
charge — about  4s.  or  5s.  a  day. 

Secondly,  the  introduction  of  barbel  into  the 
river  is  at  last  being  seriously  contemplated. 
This  should  have  been  done  years  ago  ;  indeed, 
one  is  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  Medway 
anglers  have  so  long  delayed  the  stocking  of 
their  river  with  this  the  gamest  of  coarse  fish. 
There  is  no  river  in  England  more  suitable  to 
the  healthy  growth  and  prolific  breeding  of 
barbel,  and  this  assertion  is  made  notwithstand- 
ing some  scientific  authorities  assert  that  rivers 
which  are  suitable  for  certain  fish  naturally  con- 
tain those  fish.   As  well  say  that  the  waters  of 


the  former  place,  Mr.  A.  E.  Hobbs,  the  hon.  sec.  of  the  local 
Preservation  Society,  had  made  careful  arrangements  for 
the  reception  of  the  fish,  and  under  his  guidance  they 
were  safely  placed  in  the  river.  Tho  Maidenhead  fish 
were  looked  after  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Kicks,  hon.  sec.  of  _  the 
Maidenhead,  Cookham,  and  Bray  Preservation  Society, 
assisted  by  the  bailiff,  Mr.  Harry  Wilder.  The  committee 
of  the  Thames  Re-stccking  Association  and  the  gentlemen 
named  above  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  selecting  the 
mo3t  suitable  spots  for  the  turning  in  of  the  S.  fontinalis, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  thrive  in  their  new 
home.  Notwithstanding  their  long  journey,  the  fish 
arrived  in  first  class  condition,  not  a  single  one  being  lost. 

On  the  same  da,y  the  T.R.A.  also  received  from 
the  same  fishery  a  number  of  very  fine  tench,  ranging  from 
lib.  to  ojlb.  One  portion  of  this  consignment  came  to 
Weybridge,-  and  were  placed  in  the  river  by  Mr.  Wheeley 
at  the  same  time  as  the  fontinalis.  The  rest  went  to 
Surbiton,  where  they  were  placed  on  Mr.  F.  Lockett's 
steam  launch,  and  turned  in  at  various  spots  at  Tedding- 
ton,  Hampton,  and  Sjmbury.  Messrs.  H.  Pincott  Hill, 
P.  Sands,  A.  R.  Welton,  and  R.  Howse  -rendered  great 
assistance. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  T.R.A.  will  be  held  on 
Tuesday,  the  29th  inst.,  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Blooms'bury  Brothers'  Angling  Society,  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  Broad-street,  Bloomsbury,  W.C. 


Tovil  on  the  Medway. 


the  people,"  &c.  These  men  were  quite  ready  to 
avail  themselves  of  an  improved  state  of  affairs, 
but  they  refused  to  subscribe  a  single  shilling 
towards  the  necessary  expense.  Now,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  it  was  conclusively  proved  that  they  had 
no  right  to  fish  the  river,  and  were  actually 
trespassing  when  they  passed  through  the  "  clap- 
gates  "  on  the  towing-path  or  crossed  the  ground 
of  the  riparian  owners.  But  rather  than  cause 
an  unpleasant  state  of  affairs,  rather  than  allow 
it  to  be  said  for  a  single  moment  that  they  wished 
to  interfere  with  the  pastimes  of  the  inhabitants, 
the  body  of  local  gentlemen  let  the  matter  of 
preservation  lapse,  and  to  this  day  it  has  not  been 
taken  in  hand  by  any  of  those  who  are  really 
capable  of  carrying  it  out.  It  is  well  worthy  of 
remark  that  at  one  meeting  a  member  of  the 
committee  distinctly  stated,  if  it  could  be  proved 
that  any  working  man  was  really  not  able  to  pay 
the  small  sum  asked  for  the  right  of  fishing,  he 
should  be  provided  with  a  ticket  free  from  a  fund 
specially  raised  for  that  purpose. 

But  time  has  worked  an  improvement  in  this 
as  in  other  matters  connected  with  the  Medway, 
and  to-day  a  very  large  majority  of  the  angling 
community  would  welcome  the  assistance  which 
they  spurned  years  ago.  It  is  comforting  to  know 
that  that  assistance  will  most  probably  be  forth- 
coming, and  it  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  this 
time  the  poorer  angler  will  not  stand  in  his  own 
light.  Beyond  everything  else,  the  preservation 
of  the  Medway  should  no  longer  be  delayed,  and 
if  a  few  dissatisfied  ones  happen  to  raise  trivial 
objections  to  the  payment  of  a  small  sum  for  the 


New  Zealand  were  not  suitable  for  trout  simply 
because  they  did  not  contain  any  of  those  fish 
until  they  were  artificially  assisted  from  English 
streams  !    What  more  suitable  water  for  barbel 
and  for  barbel  fishing  could  possibly  be  imagined 
than  the  weirs  at  East  Farleigh,  Teston,  Twyford, 
Stoneham,  &c,  on  the  Medway  P     It  is  quite 
possible  that  the  Kentish  river  in  the  near  futur 
will  become  a  famous  barbel  river.    Care,  how 
ever,  should  be  taken  to  guard,  as  far  as  possible, 
against  the  killing  of  any  fish  under,  say,  31b.  for 
some  number  of  years.     The  Medway  Dace. 
{To  be  continued.) 


THAMES  RE-STOCKING  ASSOCIATION 

MORE  FISH  FOR  THE  RIVER. 
The  Sahno  fontinalis  which  had  beon  presented  to  the 
Thames  Re-stocking  Association  by  Mr.  F.  G.  Richmond, 
of  the  Buckland  Fishery,  Braunton,  North  Devon,  were 
turned  into  the  Thames  at  Shepperton,  Penton  Hook, 
Maidenhead,  and  Henley,  on  June  IS.  The  Shepperton 
and  Penton  Hook  fish  travelled  by  the  L.  &  S.W.R.  to 
Weybridgo  Station,  where  they  were  received  by 
Mr.  F.  Sands,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wheeley  (of  Weybridge), 
and  Mr.  G.  Goodwin  (president  of  the  Chertsey 
Angling  Association).  Conveyances  were  in  waiting, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  the  cans  were  placed 
on  board  punts,  and  towtd  to  their  various  destina- 
tions. Mr.  Wheeley  transferred  the  Shepperton  fish  to 
the  river,  and  Mr.  Goodwin  took  the  others  to  Penton 
Hook.  The  fon tvnaUt  for  the  Upper  Thames  came  over 
the  G.W.R.  to  Reading,  where  they  wore  met  by  Messrs. 
A.  Drink  water  and  C.  Littlowood,  members  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  T.R.A.  After  the  water  in  the  cans  had  been 
changed,  one  portion  of  this  consignment  was  despatched 
to  Henley,  while  the  other  proceeded  to  Maidenhead.  At 


REPORTS  FROM  RIVERS,  LOCHS,  to. 

River  Reporters  who  want  forms  and  envelopes 
should  send  a  post  card  to  the  Manager  of  the  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London. 

ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  REPORTS. 

Lower  Thames.— General  Remarks.— The  general  angling 
season  did  not  open,  as  was  expected,  under  very  favourable 
auspices.  I  cad  made  every  arrangement  to  report  in  last  week's 
issue  if  any  good  results  had  been  made  on  the  opening  day,  but 
was  doomed  to  unexpected  disappointment,  aud  since  then  it  has 
been  fully  explained  to  me  the  water  was  in  a  most  sorry  con- 
dition. I  have  been  over  on  Monday  in  this  week  and  had  a  chat 
with  Mr.  John  Spong,  the  worthy  host  of  the  Two  Sawyers,  at 
Twickenham,  and  he  told  me  he  was  cut  on  the  first, day  of  the 
season,  with  a  total  result  of  three  bleak  and  a  dace,  and  he 
attiibuted  the  paucity  of  his  take  to  the  wretched  character  of 
the  water,  and  he  could  not  account  for  its  condition,  as  the  fish 
would  not  feed  in  it,  and  fisherman  Spiers,  who  was  present, 
gave  the  same  opinion.  He  had  only  been  out  once,  but 
had  an  engagement  booked  for  Wednesday.  Major  Arthur 
Terry,  writing  from  the  Shepperton  district  to  me, 
says:  "The  water  last  week  was  of  a  wretched  colour, 
and  has  been  getting  worse  ever  since.  On  Fiiday  it  was  fo 
muddy  I  never  got  a  bite  of  any  description.  Nobody  seems  to 
know  what  has  made  the  river  in  this  state,  and  here  it  is  totally 
unflshable."  The  general  opinion  is  that  some  rain  would  givj  a 
better  character  to  its  tone  and  condition.  I  expect  this  week 
there  will  be  somewhat  of  a  jubilee  on  the  river,  and  the  house  - 
boats will  be  in  gay  attire,  so  that  very  little  angling  need  be 
expected.  It  will  be  all  pleasure  traffic,  and  the  anglers — if  I 
may  use  the  term— will  have  to  take  a  back  seat.  I  have  had  an 
invitation  for  a  day's  fishing  from  my  good  old  friends, 
Messrs.  T.  and  A.  Stroud,  of  Sunbury,  and  to  have  a  chat  on  the 
days  gone  by,  when  I  was  in  active  work  on  the  river,  and  whose 
friendship  and  assistance  I  have  so  thoroughly  appreciated  r.nd 
valued.  When  I  saw  them  both  on  Tuesday  in  last  week  they 
were  very  anxious  for  me  to  have  another  day  on  the  river,  and 
heartily  assured  me  of  their  continued  friendship. 

 Datchet.—  John  Keene  reports  the  water  is  very  dirty, 

and  the  barbel  are  feeding  well.  One  day,  with  Dr.  Bateman  and 
friend  twenty-three  barbel  and  bream ;  another  day,  with  Mr. 
Back,  501b.  of  barbel ;  and  another  day,  with  Mr.-O'Dowd,  -201b. 
of  barbel  and  bream. — B. 

 (Datchet). — The  water  remains  a  curious  colour— rather 

good,  I  should  think,  for  bottom  fishing.  I  have  seen  one  or  two 
catches  of  barbel  come  to  shore,  but  nothing  any  size.  I 
weighed  one  this  morning  caught  by  a  gentleman  staying  here— 
3Jlb.  The  same  gentleman  had  a  few  yesterday.  Roach  havo 
bitten  fairly  well. — G.  Lumsden. 

  (Hampton  Court).— William  Milbourne  writes  :  Tho 

season  has  not  opened  as  we  expected.  The  water  was  in  very 
had  condition ;  it  was  of  a  dirty  rod  colour,  and  it  was  the  same 
in  other  portions  of  the  river.  The  punts  at  Hampton  Court  havo 
been  taking  about  seven  or  eight  barbel  each  in  the  day;  John 
Smith  had  one  just  over  Clb.,  and  Charles  Davis  had  one  of  the 
same  size.  Mr.  Gunn,  on  20th  inst.,  took  a  small  trout,,  which  ho 
returned  to  the  river  again.  There  are  plenty  of  barbel ;  wo  can 
see  them  jumping  about,  but  they  will  not  tako  the  ban.  We 
shall  get  some  good  takes  when  the  water  lines  down." — B. 

  (Kingston).— John  Johnson  has  taken  sixteen  bream, 

and  hooked  a  lot  of  small  ones,  which  were  put  back  again.  Mr. 
H.  Foffcote  caught  two  chub,  weighing  respectively  31b.  and 

2i__  (Sheppeiton).— Major  Arthur  Terry  kindly  informs  me 
ho  was  out  with  a  friend  on  the  opening  day,  and  creeled  a  dozen 
perch,  and  a  barbel  of  7^1b.,  and  has  had  no  result  since  —B. 

  (Streatley).— Mr.    J.    Sams  (Friendly  Anglers)  took 

several  chub  last  week,  31b.  and  flb.  each.  Water  in  very  good 
condition.— Horace  J.  Goiwon. 

  (Sunbury).— Alfred  Stroud  has  boon  out  two  half  days 

and  taken  six  dozen  of  roach  and  dace.— B. 

  (Teddinffton).— Mr.  Lasoetts.  fishing  with  W.  McBridc. 

caught  eight  barbel,  two  chub,  and  two  dozen  of  dace.  Mr.  Ames 
had  a  take  of  throe  barbel  and  two  chub.— B. 

  (Twiokenham).— Tho  anglers  have  not  as  yet  done 

much,  only  a  few  roach  and  dace.— B. 

 .  (Weyoridffe).— My  good  fiiond,  Mr.  ('.  .II.  Whcoley, 

writing  on  Monday,  says:  "Soma  good  barbel  and  chub  havo 
been  taken  at  Shepperton.  I  havo  done  best  with  cheese  for  the 
chub  The  water  is  still  coloured,  but  is  getting  into  better  con- 
dition I  turned  in  some  splendid  tench  and  S.  fmtinaht  for  the 
Thames  He-stocking  Associatim,  on  the  18th.  The  fish  nrnved 
from  Devonshire  in  excellent  condition."  The  volume  0  I  "  Coarse 
Fish  "  which  bas  bi  en  contributed  by  Mr.  Wh-cley.  in  connection 
with  the  "  Encyclopedia  of  Sport,"  will  bo  read  with  much 
interest  by  the  Thames  anglers,  as  be  is  a  well-known  authority 
on  the  subject  and  a  charming  writer.—  II. 

Ancholme  District.— Tho  water  Irooks  remain  very  low- 
but  I  had  an  afternoon  on  a  local  water  during  tho  week  and  got 
a  basket  of  twelve  nice  trout,  limiting  myself  to  that  number. 
The  Black  Dun  Is  now  on.  and  may  be  dressed  like  a  Palmer  By, 
with  black  hackle  or  swift's  wing.  Somo  large  king  carp  havo 
been  seen  basking  In  tho  sun  in  tho  Ancholme  They  are  supposed 
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to  bo  about  "lb.  or  81b.  each.  Tench,  too,  are  showing  up  fairly. 
One  was  caught  this  week  of  ljlb.  The  river  was,  I  think,  never 
better  stocked  than  it  is  at  present.— Thomas  Ford  (Caistor). 

Arun  (Pulborough).— Only  a  few  anglers  visited  here  on 
the  20th,  owing  to  the  competition  at  Aniberley.  The  few  who 
did  come  found  the  river  in  good  order,  though  a  strong  wind  was 
blowing  dining  the  morning.  Some  good  sport,  however,  was 
obtained,  Mr.  Francis,  of  the  Collingwood,  taking  a  fine  carp  of 
41b.,  also  81b.  bream  and  roach;  Mr.  Enever,  of  the  Albert 
Piscatorials,  five  carp  of  about  1|lb.  each;  Mr.  Green,  Blackfriars, 
101b.  bream  and  roach  (bream  up  to  2f lb.  and  roach  to  lib.);  Mr. 
Jenkins,  of  the  Battersca  Friendly  Club,  roach;  Mr.  Hersant,  of 
«^e  same  club,  41b.  roach.    Prospects  for  the  27th  are  good.— 

W.  G.  HOLLMAN. 

Carey  (Ashwater).— One  well  known  angler  took  twenty- 
one  nice  trout  in  a  couple  of  hours  with  the  Black  and  Silver 
Twist ;  and  on  Saturday,  fishing  in  a  neighbouring  stream,  the 
same  rod  secured  a  splendid  lot  of  fifty-five  with  the  same  fly 
together  with  the  Peacock  Blue.  Very  careful  angling  is  required, 
-rd  dapning  with  the  blackbeetle  has  been  freely  practised.— 
Devonian. 

Cornish  Streams.— Peal  fishing  has  commenced  in  the 
Fowey,  a  slightly  earlier  river  than  the  Camel.  One  gentleman 
from  St.  Columb  gpt  two  weighiDg  J.Ub.  each;  another  got  half  a 
dozen  peal  and  a  small  salmon ;  and  there  were  smaller  takes  of  peal 
weighing  from  2 ±lb.  to  lib.  This  improvement  in  the  sport  is  owing, 
of  course,  to  the  freshets  at  the  end  of  the  week.  Trout  fishing  has 
been  very  fair.  Baskets  of  three  and  a  half  dozen  and  less  have 
been  made  in  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Fowey  and  Camel,  and 
the  fish  ore  all  in  remarkably  good  condition.  Very  little  has 
been  done  on  the  Camel  with  peal  yet.  but  its  trout  fishing  is  very 
good.  The  nets  in  the  estuaries  are  getting  some  gocd  hauls  of 
salmon. — Bodmin. 

Darenth  (Farningham  and  Eynsford).— On  the  Lion 
water  the  fish  are  even  shyer  than  usual,  and  though  I  got  a  brace 
(weighing  about  1  Jib.)  the  other  day,  I  have  done  nothing  beside. 
The  fish  took  Grey  Quill  Gnat  (dry)  and  the  Soldier  Palmer. 
Red  Quill  Unat  and  Olives  have  also  been  successful,  I  hear.  The 
waler  has  been  much  disturbed  by  weed  cutting,  ,tc.  May  Fly  is 
still  on  occasionally,  but  the  fish  are  not  taking  it.— J.  P.  T. 

Dart  (Totnes  and  District).  —  There  has  been  some 
splendid  sport  during  the  past  week.  Mr.  E.  Ackrell  took  two 
and  a  half  dozen,  in  first-class  condition,  with  the  Black  Fly  and 
gentle.  Mr.  A.  M.  Champernowne,  of  Dartington  Hall,  creeled 
a  magnificent  lot  of  trout  on  Friday,  together  with  a  lovely 
salmon  grilse  of  31b.  On  Monday,  Mr.  W.  Sloggett  got  eighteen 
with  the  Black  Fly  and  maggot,  whilst  the  brandling  worm  is  a 
most  effective  bait.  Salmon  fishing  has  improved  considerably, 
and  there  is  a  quantity  of  fish  in  the  higher  waters.  On  Friday 
last  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hughes  saw  no  leES  than  thirty-eight  go  over 
the  Eiverford  Weir.  Mr.  C.  Foster  landed  three  at  Holme  last 
week,  and  the  Bev.  C.  Bickards  reports  from  Princetown  that 
salmon  have  gone  up  as  far  as  Dartmeet,  and  that  sport  has  not 
been  better  for  twenty  years.  He  also  says  that  otters,  which 
have  followed  the  fish  right  up  to  the  moors,  have  done  great 
damage.  As  the  otters  are  also  numerous  lower  down,  the  con- 
servators have  decided  to  ask  the  master  of  the  Dartmoor  hounds 
to  hunt  them.  Near  Buckfastleigh  sport  has  been  fair.  Mr. 
Rogers  killed  a  fine  salmon  of  181b.,  and  a  grilse  (or  truff,  as  they 
are  commonly  called  on  this  river)  scaling  nearly  41b.  The  net- 
men  have  been  getting  some  nice  hauls,  a  monster  of  401b.  being 
taken  at  Stoke  Galnee;  whilst  on  Monday  a  Totnes  boat  seeurec 
six  nice  ones.  For  trouting,  the  Dark  Blue  Dun  and  Black  Palmer, 
with  the  Alexandra  for  a  change,  is  recommended  for  the  next 
few  days.    Evening  fishing  is  best. — Devonian. 

Derwent  (Malton,  Yorks).— We  have  had  a  good  heavy 
rainrall,  a  fair  amount  of  Hood  water  down,  and  at  time  of  writing 
the  water  is  in  first-rate  order  for  fishing.— H. 

Devonshire  Streams.— Little  fishing  has  been  done  during 
the  Jubilee  festivities.  The  heavy  rains  of  Saturday  put  the 
streams  in  trim  again,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  record  that 
salmon  are  getting  into  come  of  the  risers.  On  the  Teign  the  net 
men  have  had  many  big  fish,  whilst  there  are  plenty  of  fish  in  the 
Dart,  several  having  been  taken  with  the  rod  in  the  past  few  days, 
the  weight  being  up  to  1Mb.  One  taken  at  Stoke  weighed  4olb 
Peal  are  now  running,  but  catches  are  not  frequent.  Trouting 
continues  to  be  fairly  successful,  and  among  the  northern  streams 
the  Yeo  and  Creedy  have  been  affording  average  sport,  whilst 
southward,  on  the  Avon  and  Dart,  baskets  running  up  to  two 
dozen  have  been  made.  Fish  are  reported  as  in  splendid 
condition,  and  evening  fishing  is  recommended  with  the  Silver 
Drake  and  Alexandra.  The  Black  Fly  has  also  been  doing  well 
— Devonian. 

Esk  (Whitby).— The  river  is  in  fair  condition  for  angling,  the 
rains  which  fell  in  the  district  late  last  week  having  had  the  effect 
of  imparting  to  it  a  substantial  rise.  The  long  required  spate  has 
allowed  all  the  kelts  to  get  down  to  the  sea,  as  well  as  large 
numbers  of  smelt.  A  fair  number  of  fish  have  jumped  the  pass 
and  attained  the  upper  reaches.  The  catches  to  hand  are •  Mr 
Haigh,  thirty  brace;  Mr.  J.  N.  Nicholson,  ten  brace;  Mr.  Wasley 
fourteen  brace;  Mr.  W.  Bhodes,  twenty-five  brace  Mr  T  a' 
Bulmer  and  others  have  also  had  good  sport.  At  the  time  of 
writing  the  river  is  in  good  fly  fishing  condition.  Minnow  and 
fly  are  the  best  lures. — J.  Jackson. 

Exe  and  Canal  (Exeter).— River  is  again  low  and  clear, 
and  nothing  can  be  done  with  the  ily  until  the  evening.  Those 
who  have  fished  the  Stewart  tackle  have  met  with  fair  success 
Mr.  A.  J.  Roberts  scoring  a  dozen,  ranging  from  8oz.  to  12oz' 
each  yesterday,  and  other  lo'.s  have  run  from  three  to  four  or  five 
brace.  Eels  have  been  feeding  freer  during  past  day  or  two  and 
several  good  ones  have  come  to  hand.  Mr.  J.  A.  Kelloy  has 
followed  up  his  perch  success  of  last  week  with  one  or  two  other 
very  good  bags  of  a  dozen  or  so— best  fish,  lib.  3oz— Red 

PALMER. 

Pen  District  (South  Lincolnshire).  —  Anglers  s 
crowd  themselves  on  the  drains  after  tho  opening  day  The 
holiday  of  the  Jubilee  gave  many  the  opportunity  of  a  long  week 
end,  and  a  good  many  were  found  in  the  district  on  Monday. 

Ply„°  ,  ?  drams  are  too  weedy  for  good  fishing,  but  at  the 
outlall  of  the  smaller  drain  tho  water  is  pretty  clear,  and  decent 
sport  con  be  got.  The  fish  aro  reported  well  forward  and 
especially  roach,  which  aro  found  to  take  baits  freely.  Eels  are 
also  plentiful,  and  good  sport  is  not  at  all  wanting,  if  they  will 
only  seek  for  it.  Several  very  fair  takes  are  reported,  but  many 
of  the  reports  are  not  to  hand  yet.  Subscribers  on  the  Forty-foot 
-,k  very,u°i1,  no"inK  takts  of  eels  up  to  Mb.  and  71b.,  and  roach 
Mb.  or  Mb.  for  the  day.  On  the  drains  beyond  Deeping  they  did 
even  better  than  this.— Limpet.  . 

Idle  (Worth  Notts). — A  fair  number  of  anglers  came  down 
here  on  Saturday  for  the  week-end,  but  the  majority  seem  to 
ua.?.g^epfn,i'th<,rvane1^    Koach  and  chub  taken  from  the 

runnfn™*  m  by  1"°  *?6  of  „ m>l^oiH,  some  of  the  former 
L„  « 71  P  •  ih-  6ach  and  a  tri"e  over-  Several  nice  grayling 
ZtZU  "'  ?f, S,,me  W,atcr-  havinS  come  <Iown  ^m  the  upper 
s  ream.  One  of  these  scaled  ljlb.    The  drains  about  Haney  wore 

tZtom.  Wnfb  KU0C„e"S  1?rv.both  roach  •«*  chub-  One  angler  go? 
ZZh  w  „°  J0aCrhfc anii  ,brea,n-  somo  of  tho  former  reaching 
nearly  lib.  each.  These  also  fell  to  the  gentle.  Most  of  the  fish 
taken  were  in  good  condition  — L 


Lake  Coron  (Bodorgan,  Anglesey).  —  Mr.  Edwards, 
Holyhead,  and  friend  got  a  fine  basket  of  trout  on  a  very  rough 
day;  and  Mr.  Tate,  fishing  lodge,  half  a  dozen  in  the  river.— W.  S. 

tea.— Hot,  bright  weather  has  lately  been  experienced  up' the 
Lea,  and  with  the  river  so  clear,  anglers  have  not  had  much 
chance  of  getting  among  the  dace.  Plenty  of  these  fish  also 
roach,  chub,  <fcc,  can  be  seen,  and  there  should  be  some  good 
citches  made  later  on.  Taken  all  rJund,  sport  has  been  also 
quiet  among  the  trout,  but  Mr.  A.  Hendon,  a  member  of  the  Mild- 
may  Angling  Society,  while  spinning  early  this  week  in  the  Pike 
and  Swan  Pool  at  Enfield  Lock,  hooked  and  landed  a  very  pretty 
trout  of  ;llb.  15oz.  In  the  same  water  he  also  recently  took  and 
returned  a  nice  chub  of  31b.  12oz.,  the  fish,  when  replaced  in  the 
water,  being  none  the  worse  for  its  adventure.  Mr.  Bradshaw  of 
Ware,  has  also  landed  a  trout  of  21b.  in  th«  Hertford  water  which 
has  further  yielded  a  few  good  sized  dace.  There  is  no  sport  to 
report  among  the  Bean  trout,  but  anglers  have  taken  fine  dace  in 
this  stream  at  Hertford,  and  they  should  rise  well  to  the  fly  now 
It  may  be  of  interest  to  anglers  to  hear  that  during  the  last  few 
months  no  less  than  five  otters  have  been  killed  in  the  Waltham 
Powder  Mills  district. 

Lugg  and  Arrow  (Leominster).  —  Both  these  noted 
streams  are  now  running  clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  good  order 
for  fishing.  The  weather  has  been  suitable  for  angling,  and  a 
fair  number  have  been  out  and  used  MarlowBuz,  Orl,  Yellow  Dun 
and  Little  Blue.  Minnow  fishing  has  improved,  and  some  nice  fish 
have  been  taken.  Prospects  in  both  streams  are  good,  and  some 
good  dishes  should  be  taken.— Gwynne. 

Lug-g,  Arrow,  and  Pinsley  (King-sland).— Rivers  are 
clear,  yet  at  a  good  level.  Fly  fishing  during  the  day  has  been 
slack.  In  the  evening  trout  have  sported  fairly  well  Fiies  now 
on  are  Alder  or  Orl,  Yellow  Dun.  Orange  Palmer,  Sky  Blue  Black 
Gnat;  and  for  evening,  female  Yellow  Dun,  Caddis,  Spinner 
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Coachman,  and  July  Gnat.  Trout  are  now  feeding  greedily  on 
the  minnows,  and  some  good  baskets  have  been  made  with  the 
"Vaga"  Devon.— R.  T.  Williams. 

Maelog  Lake  (Tycroes,  Anglesey).— The  late  stormy 
weather  has  proved  very  good  for  sport.  In  fact,  a  high  gale  of 
wind  is  necessary  on  this  lake.  Messrs.  Tressham  and  Pattison 
had  six  brace  on  Monday,  averaging  ;lb.  each ;  Major  Connor 
two  brace  in  the  afternoon,  and  two  and  a  half  brace' on  Tuesdav 
morning-best  fish,  lglb.  Messrs.  Pinkerton  had  good  baskets 
the  end  of  last  week,  averaging  Jib.  The  fish  are  gamey,  and 
in  splendid  condition,  and  considered  the  best  eating  trout  in 
Wales.— W.  H. 

Hene  (Peterborough).— The  season  has  opened  with  every 
prospect  of  good  sport.  The  water  is  in  excellent  condition  but 
in  some  parts  the  weeds  cause  a  little  annoyance.  A  few  very 
mce  ehub  have  been  caught,  weighing  up  to  >Ub.  or  41b.  Mr.  Ream 
and  Mr.  Rowell  (Peterborough)  have  been  fortutate  in  taking 
some  fine  perch  and  roach  of  21b.  or  31b.  weight.  One  gentleman 
fishing  near  Bottle  Bridge,  caught  a  nice  eel,  but  in  drawing  it 
out  of  the  water  a  large  pike  struck  at  it,  and  carried  it  off  with 
the  half  of  his  line.— E.  A.  S. 

North  Staffordshire  Rivers— The  keen  blast  that  swept 
over  us  on  Wednesday  night  (last  week),  literally  swept  the  Grey 
Drakes  out  of  existence,  so  far  as  their  utility  for  sport  is  con- 
cerned. Where  myriads  danced  and  spun  during  the  day  hardly 
a  fly  was  visible  the  next  day,  and  in  consequence  sport  fell  off  at 
once.  The  Blythe  continued  to  yield  pleasant  sport  to  the  llv 
previous  to  the  cold  wind,  and  several  finishing-up  baskets  were 
made.  The  Churnet  (Leek  and  Moorland  water)  did  remarkably 
well,  and  among  the  many  that  got  fish  were  Mr.  May,  with 
six  and  a  half  brace ;  Mr.  Goldstraw,  four  brace ;  Mr  Stone 
hewer,  a  2£lb.  fish  ;  Messrs. Rickman,  Marden,  Bowye'r.  A.  Bailey 
and  Robt.  Hill,  all  with  several  brace  each,  and  Mr.  Harry  Reid 
topping  the  record  with  a  lovely  3flb.  fish.  A  rod  on  the  Dane 
had  some  sport  to  Olive  Dun  since  the  Drake  passed  off,  but 
found  soma  of  the  trout  rather  shy,  several  of  which  he  just 
hooked,  turned  over,  and  then  they  bolted.  The  opening  of  the 
coarse  fish  season  occasioned  some  activity  among  anglers.  The 
Stoke-on-Trent  Society  fished  a  match  at  Heywood  Bridge  on 
Saturday.  The  Burslem  Izaak  Walton  Club  held  a  competition 
at  Armitage  on  Monday,  and  rods  have  taken  pike  at  Stanley 
Pool,  perch  near  Trentham,  roach  at  Wall  Urange,  and  the  Sow 
has  been  visited  from  Stafford  down  to  Great  Haywood  Best 
taking  bait  caddis  worms. — F.  W.  Dale. 

Otter  (Budleigh  Salterton).— The  river  is  in  good  con- 
dition, but  trout  rise  very  little  during  the  day.  A  little  may  be 
done  with  the  dry  fly  on  the  pools,  but  the  best  fishing  is  from 
8  p.m.  to  9.30  p.m.  Recently  a  large  trout  of  21b.  9oz.  was  taken 
with  lly,  in  the  evening,  below  Tipton  Bridge,  and  several  good 
ones  of  12oz.  and  IGoz.  have  fallen  to  the  Red  Spinner  and  Iron 
Blue.  Very  little  is  being  done  at  sea.  The  mackerel  keep  too 
far  out. — Hum  in. 

Ouse  (Huntingdon).— Water  an  excellent  colour  and 
weather  charming,  but  sport  on  the  whole  is  very  poor.  A  few 
nice  rudd  and  roach  have  been  taken  in  the  evenings,  and  an 
occasional  chub  and  bream  have  come  under  my  notice,  but  on 
the  whole  the  river  in  this  locality  is  at  present  scarcely  worth  a 
visit.— B. 

Ouse  (St.  Moots).— There  was  a  fine  catch  of  roach  here  on 
J une  22  (J ubilee  morning) ;   nine  roach  weighed  sib  3oz  

VA  km; v. 

Ouse  (St.  Neots).— Owing  to  the  unfavourable  weather  at 
tho  opening  of  the  season,  and  the  Jubilee  celebration  since  very 
little  angling  has  been  done,  but  a  nice  lot  of  bream,  up  to'  over 
41b.,  have  fallen  to  one  rod  near  the  paper  mills,  and  I  understand 
a  nice  lot  of  roach  have  been  taken.  The  water  is  in  excellent 
condition.— Wm.  Nash. 

Plymouth.— Peal  are  still  running  up  and  being  caught  on 
the  .Tavy,  Teign,  and  Dart,  taking  the  Devon  Minnow,  Silver 
Doctor,  and  a  fly  which  has  been  nicknamed  the  "  Fairy."'  Some 
nice  dishes  of  trout  have  also  be«n  taken. — William  Hearder 

Severn,  Vyrnwy,  Tanat,  and  Cain  (Llanymynech).— 
All  these  rivers  are  at  present  in  excellent  condition  for  the  Ily 
and  in  the  Tanat  an(l  Qain  some  vory  flne  tr0Ht  are  taken  (jilily' 
Some  nice  trout  have  also  been  captured  in  the  Severn  and 
Vyrnwy  with  the  lly,  and  the  water  in  these  streams  is  not  yet  too 
bright  for  tho  worm,  and  by  this  means,  as  well  as  with  other 
baits,  the  bottom  fishers  have  had  good  sport,  and  with  the 
minnow  some  nice  fish  have  been  landed  from  the  lower'Vyrnwy 
and  adjoining  part  of  the  Ssvern..  In  the  deep  pools  of  the  lower 
part  of  the  Vyrnwy  a  few  salmon  are  still  in  evidence,  but  up  to 
the  present  defy  all  efforts  to  capture  them,  as  they  will  not  rise 
to  the  fly,  and  the  bottoms  of  these  pools  are  so  incumbered  with 
stumps  of  trees  and  stones,  as  to  mako  netting  impossible  — 
Vyrnwy. 

Sussex  Rivers  and  Chichester  Canal.— The  canal  at 
Unchestor  is  now  in  excellent  order,  and  fish  are  feeding  well 
Visitors  from  all  parts  have  patronised  tho  wator,  and  strangers 
only  feel  surprised  that  so  prolific  an  angling  resort  should  not  be 
better  preserved.  Bream  up  to  21b  ,  roach  weighing  looz  and 
perch  of  lib.  aro  among  tho  leading  fish  in  baskets  of  from  Mb 
to  121b.,  taken  during  the  weok.  The  Ouse  lias  yioldod  good  roach 
dace,  and  perch,  and  a  nice  trout  of  21b.  2oz.  was  rooently  taken 
while  roaching  above  Isfleld.  Bream  weighing  2Mb.  aro  reported 
irom  the  Berwick  branches  of  the  Ouse.  The  Rothor  is  now  in 
grand  order,  and  is  well  worth  a  visit.  Tho  roach  are  nuniorous 
and  tho  seonery  at  its  best.  A  few  trout  may  be  found  in  the 
Solham district.— (Ieoikie  F.  Salter. 

Teifi  (Lampeter,  Cardiganshire).— The  recent  rainfall 
has  put  the  river  in  grand  order  for  fishing,  and  we  should  havo 
at  least  u  weok  s  good  trout  fishing,   Any  visitors  Btaying  at  the 


Lion  Royal  Hotel  have  the  privilege  of  several  miles  of  fishing. 

Teig-n— Although  trout  fishing  near  Newton  Abbot  has  not 
been  of  a  very  high  order  up  to  the  present,  yet  there  has  been 
some  nice  sport  in  the  upper  waters.  Evening  fishing  is  advised, 
and  durmg  the  past  two  weeks  fair  baskets  have  been  made  A 
number  of  flne  salmon  have  been  captured  in  the  estuary '  one 
monster  weighed  no  less  than  421b.,  measured  49in.  in  length  and 
2ft.  2}in.  in  girth.— Devonian. 

Teme  (Ludlow).-The  Teme  in  this  part  is  still  running 
clear  and  a  nice  level,  and  in  capital  order  for  fishing  The 
weather  has  been  beautiful  and  fine,  and  a  good  few  anglers  have 
been  out  and  have  used  Blue  Dun,  Palo  Blue,  Coachman,  Coch  y- 
bondhu,  Spinner  and  Orl.  Bottom  fishers  have  been  fairlv 
busy,  and  have  used  worm  and  maggot  with  fair  success,  and 
anglers  are  now  looking  out  for  wasp  grub  to  come  in,  and  with 
the  continued  flne  weather  it  cannot  be  very  long.  Minnow  Ashing 
has  been  successful  under  the  weirs.  In  the  water  near  Ashford 
the  flsl.  have  been  well  on  the  feed,  and  some  good  sized  fish  have 
been  taken  with  the  Coachman  and  Yellow  Dun.  In  the  water 
near  Oakley  Park  sport  continues  good,  and  some  fine  fish  have 
been  taken  with  fly.  Coarse  fishing  began  on  the  lGth,  and  some 
good  dishes  have  been  taken  with  the  worm.— S  Ludlow 

Teme  (Tenbury).— In  this  part  the  water  is  running  down 
and  has  cleared,  and  is  in  good  order  for  fishing.  The  weather 
has  been  very  warm,  and  the  fish  have  been  rising  and  feeding 
wel ,  the  morning  and  evening  being  the  best  time,  when  the  Orl 
i  enow  Dun,  Coch-y-bondhu,  and  Coachman  have  proved  good 
killers  Minnow  fishing  has  been  tried,  and  some  good  fish  landed 
trom  the  water.— Worcester. 

Withaai  &c.  (Mid-Lincolnshire).— Quite  a  crowd  came 
down  tbe  Witham  at  this  week-end— many  taking  advantage  of 
the  extra  holiday— from  Sheffield  and  distant  towns.  Sport  was 
found  very  fair,  but  some  of  the  drains  have  a  broad  band  of 
weeds  on  the  bankside,  which  makes  the  landing  of  fish  very 
awkward.  Near  some  of  the  stations  the  publicans  and  others 
who  accommodate  the  anglers  have  had  them  cut,  but  it  will  be  a 
week  or  two  before  the  authorities  clear  the  streams.  Among  the 
fish  most  sought  after  were  roach,  and  several  nice  lots  were 
shown  on  Monday.  A  good  many  eels  are  also  in  the  Witham 
Water  is  in  very  good  trim  now,  the  late  rains  putting  some 
colour  mto  it.    Gentles  appear  as  the  best  baits.— Luci. 

Wye  (Derbyshire,  Buxton  Length'.— Bain  fell  heavily 
on  inday,  and  again  on  Saturday  night,  the  river— which  rose 
over  2ft.— receiving  a  much  needed  flush,  the  result  being  that 
sport  has  improved  greatly.  The  water  is  now  fining  down,  and 
capital  sport  may  be  expected  to-day  (Wednesday).  I  was  down 
for  three  hours,  and  got  a  brace  and  a  half  of  fish  weighing  over 
4lb.  Ihe  fish  are  feeding  well,  morning  and  evening,  and  the 
most  Bucceisful  flies  are  Grey  Quill  Gnat  and  Black  Gnat, 
— \x.  n,  s. 


SCOTCH  REPORTS. 


,^ A,  ?na™ealg'acl1  Ho*el  Waters  (via  Lairg,  BT.B.) — 

On  14th  Mr  Laing,  Kelso,  made  a  basket  of  Oilb.  trout  on  Loch 
i  Sma ;»  r  *i Mlllar'  Musselburgh,  on  Loch  Cama,  thirty-five  trout 
l-Jlb. ;  Mr.  Deans,  London,  on  Loch  Veyatie,  fifty-six  trout  1Mb 
and  a  fei-ox  of  21b. ;  Messrs.  Chapman  and  Glover,  London,  on 
Loch  Ungill,  sixty-eight  trout,  1Mb.  ;  Messrs.  Whyte,  London 
on  Loch  Boarlan,  three  and  a  half  dozen ;  and  Messrs.  MacLaron 
a?  ™°,uper'  Glasg°w>  on  Loch  Urigiil,  sixty-nine,  211b.  Cn  15th 
Jtu  i\  T4  on  Uri8in.  thirty-one,  9Jlb .;  Mr.  Clegg,  twenty-three', 
71b. ;  Mr.  Laing,  on  Boarlan,  twenty-five,  6ilb. ;  Mr.  Deans  on 
Veyatie,  thirty-four,  1Mb.,  besides  two  ferox,  (ilb. ;  Messrs 
MacLaren  and  Couper,  seventy  trout,  191b.  On  16th,  Mr  Laing 
twenty,  S^lb. ;  Messrs.  MacLaren  and  Couper,  sixty-eight,  181b  •' 
Mr  Deans,  forty,  111b. ;  and  Mr.  Millar,  thirty-one,  lUlb.  On 
17th  no  boats  out  owing  to  storm.  On  18th,  Mr.  Millar  on 
I  rigill,  eighty  trout,  241b.;  and  Mr.  Doans,on  Veyatie,  thirty,  six 
13Alb. — B. 

Border  Esk.—  Dull,  showery  weather  still  continues  in 
l!.skdale  and  Liddesdale,  and  both  rivers  are  now  well  stocked 
with  sea  trout,  besides,  salmon  are  being  seen  in  some  of  the 
pools.  The  rise  in  the  water  has  been  highly  beneficial,  and  a 
number  of  grand  baskets  have  been  made.  Mr.  Wm.  Beattie 
Canonbie,  had  a  catch  of  six  sea  trout,  some  of  them  31b. ;  Mr  W ' 
Steel,  Rowanburn,  had  four  sea  trout  and  three  dozen  yellow 
trout  in  Tommy's  Pool ;  Mr.  Adam  Keen  had  a  catch  of  six  sea 
trout  his  best  being  2^Ib.  Fishing  in  the  Liddle,  Mr.  Porteous 
killed  four  sea  trout  and  a  number  of  yellow  trout  •  Mr  S 
McKune,  Gilnockie,  killed  a  flne  sea  trout,  3Jlb ,  in  the  Bridge 
Pool;  and  Mr.  Beattie  had  one,  2*lb.,  in  Jock's  Pool-  Mr 
John  Wylie  landed  four  sea  trout;  Mr.  Frank  Little  caught 
two  in  Byreburnfoot  water;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Davidson  had 
two  with  fly  and  two  with  worm  in  the  same  water  • 
whist  Mr.  Nicholson  caught  a  couple  at  Byreburnfoot;  Mr.' 
D.  Little  caught  three  sea  trout  in  the  Canonbie  water  with 
worm,  and  one  with  fly.  Between  Netherby  and  Longtown,  Mr. 
Le  Cocq  had  a  couple  of  sea  trout;  and  Mr.  Wm.  Murray  killed 
two  in  the  Liddle.  In  the  Longtown  water,  Mr.  J.  Harkness  had 
three  sea  trout ;  whilst  Mr.  F.  Story  and  W.  Ballyntine  have  had 
good  baskets  in  the  lower  reaches.  Good  catches  havo  been 
made  in  the  Liddle.  Messrs.  Telford,  Stevenson,  and  Leslie  have 
had  catches  of  trout,  some  of  them  over  31b.  j  Mr.  Telford  caught 
one,  3Jlb. ;  all  obtained  on  the  English  side.  One  angler  had 
four  in  the  Duke  of  Buccleuch's  water ;  while  others  have  had 
good  sport  in  his  Grace's  preserves.  Mr.  Walter  Irving  killed 
three  sea  trout  in  the  water  above  Netherby.  Tho  river  is  now  in 
rood  order,  and  should  dull  weather  continue,  with  occasional 
mowers,  the  season  will  turn  out  a  good  one.  The  Common 
Riding  Flood  is  due  about  July  2C— G. 

Carron,  Easter  Ross  (Ardgay,  N.B.). — On  15th,  Mr. 
W.  Allis  Smith,  of  Glencalvie,  had  two  salmon  of  81b.  each;  Mr. 
John  Mackenzie,  Invorcharron,  on  Mr.  LUtlejohn's  rod,  one,  121b. ; 
Lieut.  Davie,  Royal  Scots,  one,  9lb. ;  and  Dr.  Browne,  Man- 
chester, a  flne  basket  of  trout  on  Loch  Meall  Deargaidh.  On  17th, 
Mr.  Allis  Smith  landed  three  salmon,  "lb.,  9!b..  and  111b. ;  Mr. 
Ross,  Amat,  on  Mr.  Uervers's  rod,  one  salmon,  91b  ,  and  a  grilse, 
5Jlb. ;  Dr.  Browno,  one  of  171b.;  and  Mr.  Uervers  one  of  1Mb.  ' 
On  18lh,  Mr.  Allis  Smith  had  an  111b.  salmon,  and  a  grilse  of 
4Jlb. ;  Mr.  Gervors,  throe  salmon,  12Jlb.,  12}lb.,  and  91b.;  and  Mr. 
James  Wilson,  on  Mr.  Coupland's  rod,  two  Balmon,  of  191b.  and 
201b.,  on  Gruinards  water.  On  Monday,  this  week,  a  salmon  was 
got  on  Glencalvie  water,  and  another  on  Amat  water. — B. 

Cuilfail  Hotel  (Kilmelford,  N.B.).-June  11,  Messrs. 
Eoston  and  Campbell,  thirty-two  trout ;  Messrs.Lyle  and  Nash.ten; 
Messrs.  Rankin,  eighty-six ;  Messrs.  Cameron  and  Clark,  four- 
teen. 15th,  Mr.  Lyle,  twenty;  Messrs.  Cameron  and  Clark, 
eighty-four  ;  Capt.  Oorc,  twelve;  Mr.  Kaston,  twenty-one  ;  Mr. 
Campbell,  twenty-four;  Capt.  Thresher,  eight.  Kith,  Messrs. 
Cameron  and  Clark,  thirty-six;  Mr.  Usher,  live  Bea  trout,  511b.  ; 
eighteen  brown  trout  ;  Mr.  Dixon,  twenty-one  trout;  Mr.  Lyle, 
sevontcon  ;  Capt.  Thresher,  twelve.  17th,  Mr.  Lyle,  six;  Messrs. 
Easton  and  Hsher,  four  sea  trout,  8Ub.,  twonty-four  brown 
trout;  Capt.  Thresher,  twelve  trout;  Messrs.  Dixon,  Ridoalgh, 
and  Kiezer,  nineteen.  l.sth,Mr.  Lyle,  fifteen  ;  Messrs.  Cameron 
and  Chirk,  sixty  ;  Mr.  Usher,  thirty-one;  Capt.  Thresher,  four- 
teon;  Messrs.  Dixon,  Ridoalgh,  and  Kioiser.  seventy.  l»tn,  Mr. 
Lyle,  sixteen;  Mr.  Usher,  thirteen ;  Messrs.  Camoronand  Clark, 
seventeen ;  Messrs.  Dixon,  Ridoalgh,  and  Kiezer,  forty-three. 
Total  catch  of  trout  for  weok  onding  Juno  12,  1464,— M,  'i 
MoFauyen. 

Culag  Hotel  Waters  (Lochinver,  via  Lairg-,  N.B.).— 

On  lltb,  Dr.  Paul,  on  Loch  Beannoch,  thirty-two  trout,  101b,  ; 
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•Mr  A  D.  Paul,  on  Lower  Inver,  eleven,  4Mb.  ;  Mr.  Bisk,  on 
Fewn'  twenty-two,  8flb.  ;  and  Mr.  Leigh,  nineteen  GHb.  On 
15th  Mr  Paul,  seventeen  trout,  (Sib. ;  Mr.  Jones,  twenty-six 
qilb'-  Mr  Bisk,  seventeen,  GJlb..;  Dr.  Paul,  seventeen,  Gib.  ;  and 
Mr  Nash  Leigh,  sixteen,  6Mb.  On  16th,  Messrs  Paul  on  Loch 
Sbirmaskaig,  thirteen  trout,  01b. ;  and  Mr.  Nash  Leigh,  on 
Cuia°  sixteen,  51b.  On  17th,  Mr.  Jones,  on  Blaekloch,  twenty-one 
trout  7  Mb  •  Mr.  Leigh,  on  Lower  Inver,  a  sea  trout  ot  2Jlb., 
also  a  fine  yellow  trout;  and  Messrs.  Paul,  on  Culag,  seventeen 
trout  6Mb'  On  18th,  Ave  anglers  were  out,  and  excellent  baskets 
of  from  eighteen  to  fifty  tront  were  made,  ranging  m  weight  from 
5|lb.  to  17Mb.    On  19th,  baskets  ranged  up  to  nineteen  trout, 

0*Deveron  (Banffshire).— This  river  is  now  in  fair  fishing 
condition.  Rain  has  fallen  frequently  of  late,  aDd  on  Wednesday 
there  was  quite  a  downpour.  The  change  of  weather  has  induced 
fish  to  the  coast,  and  during  the  first  part  of  the  present  week 
there  was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  net  fishing.  On  Tuesday 
about  a  score  of  grilse  was  got  in  one  of  the  nets  on  the  coast,  and 
a  number  of  salmon.  The  number  killed  on  the  river  was  the 
largest  for  some  time.  There  is  little  improvement  in  the  rod 
fishing  On  the  Laithers  section  a  couple  of  grilse  were  taken  on 
Saturday  and  Monday  last.  In  the  beginning  of  the  season,  Mr. 
Bisset,  lessee  of  the  salmon  fishings,  securedabout  150^00  for  ms 
hatchery,  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  near  Duff  House. 
The  young  salmon  have  thriven  amazingly,  and  on  Monday  last 
they  were  turned  into  the  river.—  H.  W.  ,  _ 

Dochart  (Luib  Hotel,  Perthshire).— Messrs  J.  and  B. 
Fry  Darlington,  out  from  Luib  Hotel,  on  Loch  Nubhair  on 
Thursday,  had  fifty-five  trout,  weight  161b.  Friday,  Messrs.  Fry, 
on  the  river,  had  nine  trout;  Mr.  Hogarth,  of  Dundee,  on 
Loch  Nubhair,  had  eleven,  3Mb.;  Mr.  Ewen  of  Windsor  had 
thirty-three,  weight  8Mb.  Saturday,  Mr.  Hogarth  eighteen 
trout  GMb.  Mr.  J.  Fry,  ten,  3Mb. ;  Mr.  B.  Fry,  ten,  3flb. ;  Mr. 
SimDSOn,  on  the  river,  had  nine,  heaviest  21b.  Monday,  Mr. 
Hogarth  had  seventeen,  61b.;  Mr.  B.  Fry  had  ten  trout,  and  a 
clean  run  salmon  of  Gib.  Tuesday,  Mr.  Simpson,  on  the  river, 
had  seventeen  trout,  heaviest  lib.— DONALD  McNaughtON 

Durness  Hotel  (Sutherlandshire).  -  Mr  and  Mrs. 
Trickett  on  Kyle,  June  14,  six  trout,  161b.  (heaviest  41b.),  and  one 
erilse  71b  Mr.  Brown,  on  Loch  Meadich,  June  14,  three  trout, 
21b.'(heaviest  lib.);  1.5th,  on  Loch  Crosspuil,  seven  trout  4b. 
(heaviest  :11b.) ;  17th,  ten  trout,  6Mb.  (heaviest  1Mb  ).  Mr.  David- 
son onLoch  Meadich,  June  15,  seven  trout,  51b.  (heaviest  lib.)  ; 
lGth,  on  Kyle,  three  trout,  61b.  (heaviest  31b.);  19th,  seven  trout, 
161b.  (heaviest  41b  ).  „ 

Inchnadamph  Hotel  (Sutherland).  -  June  15^  Mr. 
Waterall,  Head  Assynt,  seventeen  trout,  81b.;  Capt.  Young, 
Letter  Essa,  twenty-six  trout,  81b.  16th.  Mr.  Gookson,  River 
Inver,  twelve  trout,  61b. ;  Mr.  Waterall,  Letter  Essa  sixteen 
trout  !)lb  •  Mr.  Coretorphine,  Loch  Awe,  twelve  trout,  61b.  litn, 
Mr  Cookson,  Head  Assynt,  twelve  trout.  8Mb.;  Mr.  Frost  Loch 
Awe,  nineteen  trout,  71b.  18th,  Mr.  Cookson,  Skeig,  twenty-one 
trout  81b  ■  Mr.  Young.  Letter  Essa,  thirty  trout,  Mb.;  Mr. 
Waterall  'River  Loanan,  five  trout,  31b.  19th,  Mr.  Cookson, 
Assynt,  sixteen  trout.  71b.  Weather  for  the  last  week  very 
unfavourable  for  fishing;  showers  of  sleet  and  cold  north  wind  — 

WkyleskuHotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  H.B.).-Mr.  Berth- 
shire  Mrs.  Mackenzie,  Mr.  Mackenzie,  and  others  have  been 
setting  fair  sport  in  sea  trout  angling;  fish  up  to  6Mb.  each  have 
been  caught.    Sea  fishing  is  also  yielding  excellent  sport.  B. 

Loch  Awe  (Taychreggan  Hotel).-Sinee  my  last  report 
there  has  been  a  general  exodus  of  anglers  to  London,  but  the 
few  remaining  aro  having  their  reward.  Mr.  Mann  has  taken 
some  of  the  best  trout  that  Loch  Awe  can  yield,  and  Dr.  Kinnedy 
and  Mr  McArthur  have  more  than  average  baskets  on  the  hill 
lochs  On  one  day  Mr.  McArthur  had  five  dozen  trout  on  Loch 
Nant  only  slightly  inferior  in  Bize  and  quality  to  those  of  Loch 
Awe  The  salmon  angler's  prospect  goes  on  improving,  and  it 
the  result  of  the  present  heavy  rains  is  not  a  good  take  of  fish  it 
will  be  very  disappointing.  For  the  reasons  already  stated  few 
are  giving  salmon  attention,  and  the  only  one  taken  last  week 
was  a  1241b.  fish  by  Mr.  Milner,  but  it  is  almoBt  a  certainty  that 
they  only  want  being  tried  for  to  be  caught.— W.  J .  Cameron. 

Loch  Druim-na-Dhun  (Bettyhill,  H.B.).-On  Lth 
inst  Mr  J.  W.  Morrison,  M.A.,  landed  some  fine  trout,  two  of 
which  weighed  7Mb.  and  61b.  2oz.  respectively,  being  the  record 
for  Sutherland,  so  far  as  known,  out  of  one  loch  in  one  day. 
Another  angler  took  a  51b.  trout  out  of  the  same  loch.— B. 

Loch  Katrine  (Stronachlachar).— Out  from  Stronach- 
lachar  during  the  last  week,  the  following  were  seme  of  the 
baskets,  viz.:  Capt.  Gray  caught  twelve  trout;  R.  J  Jamieson 
fourteen  -  Mr.  Haddon,  fifteen  ;  Mr.  Waterhouse,  ten;  Mr.  Wyatt, 
six;  Mr.'  Haddon,  seven;  Mr.  Waterhouse,  twelve.— Donald 
Ferguson.  .  .  , 

Lochleven  (Kinross).— All  the  boats  have  been  out  during 
the  past  week,  but  the  wind  has  been  rather  squally  for  sport 
and  the  catches  have  been  rather  light.  The  most  successful 
club  was  the  Glasgow  Western,  which  landed  on  Friday  a  total 
or  sixty-four  trout,  401b.  9oz.,  to  nine  rods,  with  fly.  The  best 
prize  basket  was  got  by  Mr.  J.  V.  Fortune,  of  the  Fifeshire  Club, 
who  captured  thirteen  trout,  91b.  13oz.  Mr.  D.  A.  Gow,  of  the 
Edinburgh  Waverley  Club,  killed  the  largest  trout,  which 
weighed  close  upon  31b.  Mr.  D.  F.  Black,  Newcastle,  had  a 
basket  of  fourteen  trout,  121b.;  Mr.  Lumgair,  Selkirk  twenty-six 
trout  141b  •  Mr.  Fleming,  Dollar,  eleven  trout,  111b. ;  Mr.  Borth- 
wick,  Edinburgh,  fifteen  trout,  101b. ;  ProfesBOr  Beegling,  twelve 
trout!  121b.  8oz.— RoriT.  LaiNO. 

Loch  Rannoch.— From  the  Dunalastair  Hotel  the  following 
visitors  had  good  sport  from  June  15  to  June  22:  Rev.  Capel 
Young  forty  trout;  Mr.  Ballingall,  soventy-four ;  Mr.  1*.  Robert- 
son sixty-six;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans,  thirty-eight;  Mr.  P.  Kersler, 
eighty-one;  Mr.  George  Kersler,  six;  Mr.  Dewar  and  Mr.  Brown, 
fifty-two-  Mr.  and  Miss  Thompson,  ninety-three:  Mr.  Stewart, 
four;  Mr.  Gibson, eight;  Mr.  Paul,  twelve:  and  Mr.  Woodward, 
seven  trout. 

Melvich  Hotel  r Sutherlandshire)  —  The  following  is 
angling  report  from  this  hotel  for  the  past  week.  On  the  15th, 
Dr  Douglas,  on  Loch  Aeran,  had  ten  trout,  61b.  ;  Mr.  W.  Bandell, 
on  Loch  Caorach,  eighteen  trout,  121b.  ;  Mr.  C.  Randell,  on  Loch 
More  three  trout,  21b.  16th,  Dr.  Douglas,  on  Loch  Aeran,  twenty 
trout',  91b. ;  Rev.  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  Halladale,  a  salmon,  101b.  ; 
Mr  Lucas,  on  Loch  Caorach.  three  trout,  21b. ;  Mr.  Randell,  on 
Loch  Breae,  twenty-five  trout,  hlb.  On  the  17th,  Mr.  C.  Randell 
had  a  salmon,  121b.  On  the  18th,  Mr.  W.  Randell  had,  on  Loch 
Caorach,  fourteen  trout,  111b.  ;  and  Mr.  C.  Randell  a  basket  of 
trout,  mostly  sea  front.— A.  M.  .    ,  •  , 

Naver  (Bettyhill,  via  Thurso,  H.B.). — The  river  has 
been  very  low,  and  little  sport  has  been  obtained.  During  tho 
past  week  Major  Burnell  Milnes,  Dalvina  Lodge,  got  two  grilse, 
and  Col.  Fryer,  one.  Major  Molyneux  and  friend,  Syre  Lodge, 
only  fished  occasionally,  and  got  two  salmon  and  three  grilse. 
This  week  prospects  are  improving.— B. 

North-East  of  Scotland.— The  streams  have  been  in  first- 
class  ply  during  tho  past  week,  and  much  freshened  by  the  recent 
timely  Bpate.  On  the  Braemar  water,  Mr.  Nuthall  and  pirly  had 
some  excellent  sport  both  with  salmon  and  trout.  On  the  Kind- 
rochet  water,  Col.  Morland  has  bad  one  or  two  every  day  out 
during  the  past  week.  On  the  Balmoral  waterB  the  keepers  had 
six  fish  of  averago  weights.  On  the  Ballater  reaches  very  little 
but  trouting  has  been  done ;  however,  it  has  been  exceptionally 
good  both  before  and  after  thelate  fill.  On  the  Glentana,  Cambus 
O'May,  and  Aboyne  reaches,  although  sport  la  not  rife,  yet  a 


good  few  fish  have  been  got,  and  the  same  on  the  Aboyne  Castle 
waters.  On  most  of  the  reaches  little  angling  was  attempted  by 
the  regular  hands,  most  people  having  gone  to  London,  and  those 
at  borne  having  their  attention  taken  up  with  Jubilee  matters. 
On  the  Crathes  and  Durris  sections  some  good  baskets  of  grilse 
have  been  made,  but  as  yet  the  grilse  season  has  been  a  very  poor 
one  On  the  tidal  reaches,  Capt.  Maekay  had  a  basket  of  three 
dozen  finnock;  Mr.  Meff,  something  similar;  and  Mr.  Simpson,  a 
very  good  basket  on  the  same  day  last  week.  On  the  Don,  at 
Kintore  and  Parkhill,  good  takes  of  trout  have  been  had.  The 
Ythan  tidal  and  Ellon  Castle  waters  are  doing  well.  The 
Deveron  has  got  a  clean  out,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  much 
enhanced.— G.  M. 

Overscaig  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— Oa  14th 
inst.  eight  anglers  were  out  on  the  neighbouring  lochs,  and 
although  the  day  was  very  unfavourable  baskets  up  to  three 
dozen  trout  were  made.  On  15th,  Major  and  Miss  Dixon,  London, 
were  out  for  a  short  time  on  Shin  and  got  twelvo  trout,  4Mb. ;  and 
Capt  Morgan  and  Mr.  Morgan,  on  Loch  Griam,  sixteen  trout, 
71b  On  l«th,  which  was  cold  and  wet,  baskets  ranged  from 
eleven  to  fifteen  trout.  On  17th,  Mr.  Tully,  London,  tried  Loch 
Griam,  and  got  seventeen  trout,  Gib.  On  18th,  Rev.  Archdeacon 
Preston  Carlisle,  on  Fiag  beat,  had  fourteen  trout,  7Mb. ;  Mr. 
Tully  on  Loch  Shin,  seven  trout,  31b. ;  Major  and  Miss  Dixon  on 
Fia°-  'nine  trout,  4Mb.,  besides  a  splendid  ferox  of  81b  ,  landed  by 
Miss' Dixon.  Dr.  Cumming,  London,  on  Mid-Shin,  had  nineteen 
trout  9Mb  On  19th,  Mr.  Tully,  on  Loch  Griam,  thirteen  trout, 
41b  •  Mr.  Burnett,  London,  on  Upper  Shin,  one  dozen,  71b. ;  Mr. 
Cairns  London,  on  Fiag,  two  and  a  half  dozen;  and  Mr.  William- 
son London,  on  Loch  Merkland,  fourteen  trout,  51b.  On  Monday, 
this  week,  the  baskets  ranged  from  eighteen  to  thirty-three  trout 
each.   Weather  now  improving.— B.  _  . 

Rhiconich  Hotel  Waters  (via  Lairg,  N.B.).— During 
her  recent  tour  throughout  Sutherland,  her  Grace  the  Duchess 
of  Sutherland  pasBed  three  nights  here.  She  was  accompanied  by 
the  young  Marquis  of  Stafford,  and  Miss  Cummins,  the  secretary 
of  the  Sutherland  Nursing  Association.  Besides  delivering 
addresses  "in  various  neighbouring  hamlets,  her  Grace  tried  sea 
fishing,  and  caught  several  fine  cod  with  trolling  rod,  while  the 
Marquis  made  a  basket  of  twenty-seven  brown  trout.  In  honour 
of  their  visit  the  place  was  gaily  decorated,  and  a  huge  bonfire, 
erected  by  Capt.  Smith,  the  hotel  keeper,  was  set  ablaze. 
During  the  past  week,  Rev  G.  Landon  (Kettering),  Mr.  Garden 
(London)  Mr.  Holt  (London),  and  others  were  out  on  neigh- 
bouring lochs,  and  made  baskets  of  from  one  dozen  to  three  and 
a  half  dozen  trout.    Sea  fishing  has  also  given  good  sport.— B. 

Shin  (Inveran,  N.B.). — During  past  week  Mr.  Buxton 
caught  a  51b.  grilse  and  a  salmon  of  141b. ;  and  Mr.  Wickstead, 
two  salmon,  101b.  and  121b.,  and  two  grilse,  averaging  41b. — B. 

South  of  Scotland.— The  heavy  rains  that  have  fallen  over 
the  south  of  Scotland  since  last  week's  report  have  kept  all  the 
rivers  in  continual  flood,  so  that  bait  fishers  have  been  getting 
their  innings    The  floods  and  heavy  brown  waters  have  caused 
the  sea  trout  to  run  to  the  middle  and  higher  reaches,  and  not 
much  is  reported  from  the  lower  waters.    Both  salmon  and  grilse, 
as  well  as  sea  trout,  have  been  on  the  ran,  and  many  splendid 
catches  were  taken  by  the  nets  on  Monday.  To-day  (Wednesday) 
the  waters  are  in  capital  order  for  fly,  but  the  day  is  too  hot  and 
bright  for  fishing.    The  herling  have  not  made  their  appearance 
in  the  rivers  yet.    The  temperature  of  tho  water  is  rather  cold, 
but  if  we  have  a  few  hot  days  like  to-day,  herling  will  soon  run 
from  the  Solway.   I  hear  about  half  a  dozen  have  boen  taken  in 
the  lower  reaches  of  the  Annan,  which  is  considered  the  earliest 
of  the  Solway  rivers  for  these  lively  little  trout.    The  Annan.— 
On  this  river,  on  Monday,  a  good  many  rods  were  out  in 
the  Hood,  fishing  with  worm  bait.    Mr.  Henry  Boyd  caught 
four  sea  trout,  and  lost  another  in  the  landing  m  Warmanbie 
water    He  had  at  the  same  outing  a  basket  of  yellow  trout.  He 
is  an  expert  fisherman,  and  generally  makes  a  basket  when  others 
fail  to  do  so.    On  Tuesday,  Mr.  Walter  Rae  caught  eighteen 
yellow  trout  in  the  Brewery  water,  and  eight  of  these  weighed 
41b    He  landed  a  couple  of  heriing  the  other  day,  besides  a  Bea 
trout  of  1Mb.   This  morning,  Mr.  P.  London  landed  two  good 
sea  trout,  one  of  which  weighed  21b  ,  and  he  had  several  yellow 
trout  besides.    On  Tuesday  he  had  one  sea  trout  and  halt  a 
dozen  yellows,  and  on  Monday  one  herling  and  ten  yellow  trout. 
On  Friday  and  Saturday  of  last  week  he  had  good  spoit.  Mr. 
Jas  London  killed  a  sea  trout  on  Monday,  and  Mr.  D.  London 
also  had  one.    In    Hoddom  Castle  water,  on  Tuesday,  Mr. 
J      C     Couper,    of   Edinburgh,   killed  a  sea  trout  of  2Mb. 
with     a  small   Midge    fly.     Mr.  Geo.    Carruthers  landed 
a    brace     of     sea    trout    last     week    with    worm  bait. 
Mr    Alexr   London,  caught  a  sea  trout  of  21b. ;  Mr.  Ogalvie, 
several  yellow  trout.   The  Rev.  J.  C.  Hicks,  M.A.,  had  a  brace  of 
yellow  trout  in  the  lower  waters.    In  the  upper  reaches  a  number 
of  rods  have  been  out,  and  several  fine  creels  have  b»en  taken, 
chiefly  with  the  common  garden  worm,  and  when  the  waters 
were  muddy.    The  liver  has  never  been  in  fly  order  since  last 
week  and  the  cold  and  unsettled  weather  has  also  been  against 
sport.'   The  Nith.— Anglers  report  that  the  sport  obtained  on 
this  river  has  been  much  improved,  and  the  flsh  heavier.  The 
river  was  placed  in  flood  last  week,  and  a  number  of  Bea  trout 
fell  to  the  rods,  chiefly  with  worm  and  minnow  baits.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  for  a  pegged-down  fishing  competition 
near  the  town  at  an  early  date,    This  is  apparently  causing 
some  interest,  on  account  of  this  being  the  first  contest  of 
the  kind  at  Dumfries.   The  Cairn  water— the  chief  tributary 
of  the  Nith— has  been  affording  some  good  baskets  of  trout ;  and 
near  Cluden  Mill  a  few  were  taken  with  worm.    There  a:e  no 
particulars  this  week  from  the  Sanquhar  reaches.    Lower  down, 
in  the  Thornhill  water,  several  rods  had  some  fine  yellow  trout, 
with  worm,  while  the  waters  were  in  flood.    There  is  believed  to 
be  a  fair  head  of  sea  trout  in  the  middle  reaches,  but  neither 
water  nor  weather  have    been    favourable    until  yesterday. 
Ayrshiru  Locus.— The  weather  has  been  rather  stormy  for 
boats  venturing  out  on  the  lochs,  and  consequently  the  rods  have 
been  fewer.   A  number  of  local  fishermen  have  been  fishing  from 
the  banks,  and  several  good  creols  of  yellow  trout  have  been 
taken  since  last  week's  notos.    Loch  Doon  affords  the  cream  of 
the  sport,  so  far  as  regards  open  waters.    A  number  of  English 
gentlemen  have  been  fishing  this  loch— which  is  quite  tree  to 
anyone-and  on  favourable   days   good   baskets  have  boen 
obtained  of  yellow  trout. — Heatherbkll.  ' , 

Stafford  Arms  Hotel  Waters  (Scourie,  H.B.).-On 
14th  inst.,  Mr.  Constable,  Sussex,  landed  a  brown  trout,  of  lib.; 
Mr  Finlayson,  on  Manse  Loch,  six  trout,  averaging  41b  each  ; 
Mr.  Lewis  Maclver,  Coniston,  one  trout,  lib.;  Mr.  MacKinlay, 
Glasgow,  sea  fishing,  2801b.,  cod,  lythe,  Arc.  On  l.,th,  Mr.  Bell, 
Perth,  on  Loch  Laig-Aird,  had  ten  trout,  9lb.;  and  Mr.  Mackinlay 
sea  fishing,  13Glb.,  cod,  &c.  On  17th,  Mr.  Finlayson,  two  trout, 
2Mb  •  and  Messrs.  Maclver  and  Robertson,  London,  on  Leven 
Loch,  nite  trout,  8Mb.  On  19th,  Mr.  MacDowall,  Glasgow, 
landed  a  trout,  weighing  21b.,  on  Uolden.—B. 

Tweed,  Teviot,  and  other  Border  Rivers.- With 
another  week  of  fairly  satisfactory  angling  weather— rain  at 
intervals,  and  then  sunshine  and  shadow-the  trout  fisher  lias  not 
had  anything  to  grumble  about  for  tho  past  ten  days.  The  flood 
that  was  wanted  so  much  to  cleanse  the  bed  of  the  Btreams  and 
give  anglers  a  chance  to  kill  a  dish  of  trout  came  off  this  week, 
when  we  had  a  4ft.  flood,  perhaps  a  little  over  If  but  all  the  same, 
it  was  most  welcome  to  the  disciples  of  Old  Izaak.  Many  baskets 
of  trout  have  been  killed  during  the  past  week,  but,  salmon  angling 
has  boen  a  dead  letter  in  the  Kelso  district.  On  the  tnbutary 
Btreams  some  grand  takes  of  trout  have  been  got,  and  many  of 


these  have  ranged  from  Sib.  up  to  lib-,  oach,  and  all  the  flsh  killed 
have  been  in  the  pink  of  condition.    While  fishing  with  worm  one 
morning  last  week,  Mr.  A.  Steel,  sen  ,  Kelso  (of  Dandie  Dinmont 
fame)  hooked  a  nice  clean  salmon  ;  but,  unfortunately,  it  got 
away,  seemingly  not  having  been  properly  hooked.   That  the  late 
rain  we  have  had  must  have  done  an  immense  amount  of  good 
goes  without  saying,  and  the  baskets  of  trout  that  have  been 
killed  since  it  occurred,  is  ample  proof  of  what  I  am  writing. 
Of  those  who   have    been  most  successful    with    the  trout 
since    last  report  we  may  mention    the   following:    On  the 
18th  inst.,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  John  Rowley  had    41b. ;  Mr. 
Dan.  Robson,  51b.;  Mr.  James  Mabon,  Mayfleld,  Kelso,  51b.  ; 
Mr.    E.  G.    Bond,    Kelso,    41b.;    Mr.    Alex.    Wilson.  41b.; 
P.  Weatherstow,  41b.    On  the  19th,  Mr.  Tames  Mabon,  61b. ;  Mr. 
E.  G   Bond,  .51b.;  Mr.  C.  Farquharson.  81b  :  Mr.  John  Rowley, 
81b.;  Mr  J  Thompson,  Gib.;  Mr.  Thomas  Jackson,  Newcastle, 
81b.    On  the  Eden,    four  miles  from  Kelso,  last  week,  Mr. 
J  Bywater,  London,  had  lGlb.  of  splendid  trout  with  minnow 
and  worm.     On  the  Bowmont  last  week,  one  gentleman  had 
901b   of  trout.    On  the  Tweed,  Mr.  James  Steel,  on  Saturday 
morning,  had  a  dish  of  eight   trout,    six  of  which  scaled 
lib  each,  the  other  two  being  |lb.  each,  all  got  with  the  worm. 
On'thesame  morning,  Mr.  Archd.  Steel,  jun.,  had  half  a  dozen 
nice  trout.     On  the  Kale,  last  week,  Dr.  (Jurrie,  Morebattle, 
had  101b  of  grand  trout  with  minnow  and  worm ;  on  the  same  day, 
and  on  the  same  stream,  Mr.  R.  B.  Moscript,  London,  had  151b.  of 
snlendid  trout,  got  with  minnow  and  worm.   On  the  22nd  inst. 
(Jubilee  day),  Mr.  Robert  Ovens,  Morebattle,  killed  one  and  a 
half  dozen  of  trout  on  the  Kale,  all  being  got  with  the  minnow 
and  worm  •  Mr.  Thomas  Ovens,  Morebattle,  on  the  same  day,  had 
151b  of  trout  on  the  Bowmont;  while  Mr.  Alexander  Scott,  on  the 
Kale  had  91b.    It  may  be  stated  that  Mr.  Robert  Ovens  had  one 
or  two  trout  of  fully  lib.  weight,  a  splendid  size  for  such  a  small 
stream     On  Monday  last,  on  the  Tweed,  Mr.  John  Maxwell, 
chemist  Kelso,  killed  121b.  of  trout  with  worm  and  mmnow :  Mr. 
Arch   Steel,  iun.,  the  same  morning  had  71b.;  Mr.  William 
Forrest  (of  Forrest  and  Sons)  had  171b.;  and  Mr.  James  Steel, 
71b.  of  trout,  each  one  weighing  lib.  each     Mr.  N.  J.  Ken- 
Edinburgh  on  Tuesday  of  this  week,  on  the  Teviot,  had  4Mb.  pt 
trout  •  and  Mr.  J.  Black,  Edinburgh,  had  61b.  on  the  same  stream, 
On  the  Blackadder,  during  the  past  week,  baskets  of  trout  of 
from  31b  up  to  101b.  were  had.  The  East  of  Berwickshire  Angling 
Association  held  their  seventeenth  annual  competition  on  Thurs- 
day last  and  the  Tweed  and  Whitadder  were  the  rivers  fished. 
The  baskets  ranged  from  2Mb.  to  l!Hlb.,  the  latter  weight  being 
killed  by  Mr.  James  Calder,  Lintlaw.— MAXWHEEL. 


IRISH  REPORTS. 

Caragh  Lake  (Cara?h).-Fishing  continues  very  good 
on  the  Upper  Caragh.  Lieut.-Col.-Surgeon  Rahill,  16th,  one 
salmon  91b  ;  17th,  Lieut. -Col.  Rahill,  three  salmon,  61b.,  51b., 
4Mb  •  18th  Surgeon-Lieut.-Col.  Rahill,  one  flsh,  61b.;  20th,  one 
fish  ' GMb  -  'Dr.  Archer,  two  salmon,  41b.,  -51b.  This  speaks  well 
for 'the  Upper  Caragh;  it  has  proved  this  year  to  be  the  best 
fisbino-  in  Munster,  altogether  beating  Waterville  —  G.  C. 

Cofrib  (Galway  City).— The  floods  raised  the  Comb  con- 
siderably. Previous  to  that  salmon  fishing  was  exceedingly 
good.  Since  last  report  the  following  flsh  were  killed  :  Mr  W. 
Townsend.four  peal;  Mr.  Shackles, nine  peal;  Mr. Lees-lvnowles, 
M  P  two  spring  flsh  and  seven  peal;  Mr.  N.  Cohen,  sixteen  peal 
and  "two  springers;  Col.  Eyre  Coote,  five  peal;  and  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Wallop  had  several  flsh,  and  also  Lieut.  G.  V.  Hegan,  R.N. 
 j  ^  3 

East  Tyrone  Rivers.— The  Ballinderry  and  Blackwater 
are  bDth  heavy  in  flood,  and  fishing  is  almost  impossible,  except 
with  bait.  At  Blackwater  Town  a  constable  lulled  nineteen 
trout,  including  one  4Mb.,  on  Saturday-  and  on  the  Benbuib 
sections  of  the  Blackwater  Mr.  West  had  big  bags  of  trout. 
Salmon  are  beginning  to  run  up  from  Lough  Neagh.  On  the 
smaller  rivers  worm  fishers  tecured  very  large  takes  of  brown 
trout. — J.  A.  B.  ,...1.4 

Erne  —Capital  sport  was  had  on  this  river  since  last  report. 
Capt  DArcey  Irvine  landed  one  salmon  of  18ib.  on  15th  inst., and 
on  17th  inst.  a  grilse  of  61b.  and  a  salmon  of  161b.,  and  one  of 
91b  on  'Mstinst  Mr.  N.  Reid  took  two  salmon  on  19th  inst., 
of  2-Mb  "and  21Mb.  respectively.  Mr.  Birkbeck  took  one.  grilse  on 
16th  inst  cf  71b  •  Mr.  Gurney,  on  same  day,  took  another  ot 
Gib  and  on  18th  one  of  7:b.  Sir  Thornley  Stoker  took  a  gn  se 
,,f  Gib  on  16th,  and  another  of  71b.  on  18th  tost,  and  on  19th 
inst.  two  salmon,  of  171b.  and  201b.  each.  Mr.  F.  T.  Green  took 
one  salmon  of  19Mb.  on  19th  inst.;  and  on  21st  inst.  two  salmon 
of  171b.  each;  and  on  22nd  inst.  four  salmon,  of  211b.,  19*11)., 
lGlb  and  91b.  respectively.  Mr.  A.  F.  Maude  took  three  salmon 
on  21st  inst.,  of  191b.,  181b.,  and  161b.  Mr.  Pike  took  three  since  last 
report.   Weights  not  to  hand  at  time  of  writing.— M.  Rooan  and 

S°Inny  (co  Kerry).— Good  sport  continues  to  be  had  with 
trout  but  no'salmon  anglers  have  been  out  since  last  report.  I 
have  heard,  however,  that  an  amateur,  while  angling  for  sea 
trout  "ot  two  salmon  in  the  pool  next  below  the  first  bridge  on 
Monday  last.  Trout  anglers  had  from  two  dozen  to  about  twice 
that  number  daily, with  a  brace  or  so  of  sea  trout.— T.  J.  D. 

Killarnev  —Brown  trout  angling  continues  to  afford  good 
sport  on  all  the  lakes,  but  especially  on  Lough  Quittane,  where  a 
local  meter  caught  as  many  as  five  dozen  trout  m  one  day  last 
week  Salmon  are  numerous  in  the  Main,  but  this  river  has  been 
too  much  swollen  and  discoloured  recently  to  afford  much  sport 

_Loneh  Mask  (Clonbur,  co  Galway).— The  lough  is  in 
fair  order  for  trout  fishing,  and  large  bags  were  the  rule  this 
week  Amongst  those  out  were  Capt.  Auketell  Jones,  Mr 
Hodgson,  Dr.  Withers,  and  Dr.  Cock,  all  of  whom  had  good 
sport.  The  fly-caught  flsh  averaging  over  21b.,  and  those  caught 
trolling  from  :llb.  to  101b.  Weather  is  pretty  favourable  J -J.  A  B. 

Lousrh  Melvin.— Trout  fishing  has  improvod,  and  a  number 
of  fine  baskets  of  trout  and  several  grilse  were  taken  by  tho 
anglers  fishing  this  lake  during  tho  past  and  present  weeks.  M. 

K<Mov  ^Lough  Conn,  Ballina).-Mostof  the  past  week  the 
river  was  in  flood,  and  fishing  with  the  fly  was  out  of  question. 
There  was  a  good  many  grilse  taken  with  spoon  and  minnow. 
The  river  is  now  in  good  ordor,  and  the  pools  swarming  with 
grilse  and  sea  trout.  The  Imperial  Hotel  water  holds  a  large 
number  of  grilse.  Mr.  C.  Sutton  lost  a  vers  large  salmon  0,1  lsth 
after  close  on  two  hours'  play  on  the  Imperial  Hotel  wator  I 
would  lay  the  flsh  was  close  0.1  4Mb.  The  takes  0  trout  on 
Lough  Conn  still  continues  poor.    Weather  very  unsettled.-PAT 

HNorthKerrv  Rivers.— Sport  on  Monday  was  of  avery  good 
deSK "o  Telle,  dale,  Smerlagh.  and  Cashen.  Salmon 
rose  freely  in  the  evening,  and  many  a  12-poundcr  was  creeled 
White  trout  are  now  getting  numerous  on  the  majority  Of  tM 
North  Kerry  rivers,  and  sport  is  likely  to  bo  good  among  them 

nCRosseks~coJ  Donegal)  .-Heavy  floods  have,  swept  all  the 
,-ivT.s  running  from  the  lakes  of  tho  Rosses,  and  it  is  expected 
that  sea  trout  are  running  up  from  the  M  Untie  T£|«"g**> 
are  good,  and  fishing  promises  to  start  exceptionally  early. 
Recently  a  tine  hab  berv  was  erected  near  Dungloe.  from  which 
1,000  salmon  fry,  1000  rainbow  trout  fry,  and  ! 5,000  ] LoeMevM 
trout  fry  have  been  turned  out.  Anglers  patronising  the  lar- 
famed  Rosses  will  be  sure  of  good  sport  when  tho  season  opens, 
-J.  A.  B 
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Shannon  and  Lough  Derg  (Killaloe).— Both  weather 
and  water  are  favourable  to  sport,  and  the  grilso  keep  on  ascending 
in  vaBt  quantities.   At  five  o'clock  this  morning  I  was  standing 
on  the  bridge  here  at  Killaloo,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes  I 
counted  twenty-three  grilse  pass  up  under  one  of  the  arches. 
The  fact  is,  there  are  grilso  ail  over  the  river,  and  our  angling 
visitors  continue  to  realise  good  sport.    Dr.  Tivy  had  a  ripping 
good  day's  fishing  on  Major  Truherne's  preserves  on  Monday 
when  he  landed  eight  freshly-run  grilse  of  the  following  weights 
9Jlb.,    9£lb.,    8Jlb.,    Sjlb.,     8|Ib.,    7ilb.,     7JIb.,    and  Gib.; 
averago  sib.    They  were,  indeed,  a  bonnie  Bight.    On  June  1G, 
the  doctor  killed  two  salmon,  171b.  and 'Jib.,  and  two  grilse,  51b. 
and  3lb. ;  Mr.  W.  Young,  D.L.,  got  two  grilse,  6Jlb.  and  4i,lb. 
17ih,  Dr.  Horat,  Liverpool,  one,  31b. ;  Major  J.  P.  Traherne,  two 
71b.  and  61b.    lsth,  Dr.  Tivy,  one,  Sib.;  Dr.  Gorst,  three,  CJlb. 
■t^Vo.,  31b    19th,  Major  Traherne,  one,  71b.;  Dr.  Gorst,  one 
salmon,  SJlb.   21st,  Dr.  Gorst,  three  grilse,  0£lb.,  5Jlb.,  21b. ; 
Mr.  W.  Gorst,  two  grilse,  71b.,  61b.    22nd,  Dr.  Gorst,  two,  G.jlb 
41b. ;  Mr.  W.  Gorst,  three,  (Mb.,  .r)lb.,  41b.;  Major  Traherne,  one, 
61b.  On  the  free  water,  Mr.  Wright's  fishermen,  T.  and  J.  Grimes, 
have  killed  a  few  handsome  grilse. — S.  J.  Hurley. 

Shannon  (Castleconnell).— On  Doonass,  the  fishermen 
killed,  16th,  one  peal,  41b. ;  17th,  one  peal,  51b. ;  19th,  one  salmon, 
19{ib.,  and  two  peal,  2|lb.,  6 Jib. ;  21st,  one  peal,  5ilb.;  22nd,  two 
peal,  tiib.,  filb.  On  Frospeet.  Mr.  Astley  Creswiek  killed,  loth 
five  peal,  G Jib. ,  41b.,  41b.,  21b.,  2£lb. ;  Mr.  E.  J.  Phelps,  16th,  one 
salmon,  16 Jib.,  two  peal,  41b.,  41b.;  Mr.  G.  W.  Greenhill,  17th, 
two  peal,  olb.,  tiilb. ;  21st,  one  peal,  6Jlb.  On  Hermitage,  the 
fishermen  killed,  19th,  two  peal,  3 Jib. ,  lib.  On  Woodlands,  Capt. 
J.  Bayly  killed,  20th,  one  peal,  51b. ;  21st,  one  peal,  Sib. ;  22nd 
two  peal,  3Jlb.,  4Jlb.  On  Newgarden,  Mr.  Astley  Creswiek  killed 
IGth,  one  peal,  51b. ;  17th,  two  peal,  2ilb.,  4±lb. ;  18th,  two  peal^ 
Gib.,  3Jlb. ;  21st,  two  peal,  3|lb.  and  4ilb. ;  22nd,  one  peal,  311b, 
On  the  Castle  fishery,  the  fishermen  killed,  22nd,  two  salmon, 
lo^lb.,  ]4Jlb.  Some  splendid  baskets  of  trout  have  been  secured 
during  the  week. — John  Enright  and  Son. 

Upper  Lakes  (Waterville,  co.  Kerry).— Good  sport  at 
brown  trout  has  been  had  on  Loughnamona — one  of  the  series  of 
the  waters  known  locally  as  the  Upper  Lakes— by  Mr.  Muloch, 
out  from  the  Butler's  Arms  Hotel.  This  gentleman  has  been 
getting  from  three  dozen  to  five  dozen  brown  trout  daily.  White 
trout  are  now  coming  up  into  those  waters,  and  sport  will 
probably  be  good  among  them  next  week  if  the  weather  be  at  all 
favourable.  July,  August,  and  September  are  the  best  months 
for  angling  on  all  the  Upper  "Lakes.— T.  J.  D. 

West  Cork  Rivers.  -Sport  is  now  good,  espeMally  in  the 
late  evenings,  on  all  those  rivers.  Salmon  are  more  numerous  in 
all  the  principal  waters  than  they  were  at  the  corresponding 
period  last  year,  and  anglers  using  suitable  flies  had  from  four  to 
six  saimon  during  the  week,  running  from  lulb.  to  151b.  White 
t-out  are  only  got  on  a  few  of  the  above  rivers,  and  sport  among 
them  has  b6en  pretty  good,  though  not  quite  up  to  anticipation 
Brown  trout  have  given  the  sport  usual  at  this  season. — T.  J.  D 


SEA  FISHING. 

Ballinskelligs.— Sport  continues  good  at  this  station, 
though  the  fishing  was  interrupted  for  a  few  days  by  adverse 
weathr.  Gurnard  are  abundant  all  over  the  bay,  and  anglers 
had  from  100  to  200  of  those  fish  daily  when  using  mussel  bait 
Pollacking  has  afforded  fine  sport. — T.  J.  D. 

Bells.— Sea  angling  is  now  in  full  swing  at  this  station,  and 
spoi't^has  been  first-class  at  gurnard,  pollack,  and  whiting. 

Plymouth.— FiBheimen  are  all  taken  with  (he  Jubilee  f6ver, 
and  it  is  an  excuse  for  them  to  stay  in  from  sea ;  but  several  of 
the  amateurs,  who  are  more  ardent,  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  holiday  to  have  a  quiet  day's  fishing;  in  fact,  some  have 
started  overnight,  so  as  to  be  at  it  early  in  the  morning.  Whiting 
and  pollack  are  very  plentiful,  and  ut  times  the  mackerel  come  in 
the  bay.! — William  Hearder  (B.S.A.S.). 

Valentia.— Anglers  using  red  rubber  eels  have  had  good  sport 
on  most  days.  Bottom  fishing  is  improving,  and  rock  flshin-  1 
affording  fair  sport.— T.  J.  D. 

Waterville.— Pollack  anglers  are  now  getting  fine  sport  off 
Carrigeena  Bocks  and  in  Einneen  Bay.  The  best  all-round  bait 
for  pollack  in  those  puts  appears  to  be  the  live  sand  eel.  This 
cannot  always  be  had,  however,  and  then  the  rubbereel  takes  first 
place.  Bottom  fishers  are  now  well  at  gurnard,  bream  and 
whiting.— T.  J.  D. 


June  27.  ■ 

Allison  United  ;  Match  at  Langley. 

Amicable  Brothers  :  Match  at  Harlow. 

Central  Finsbury :  Competition. 

Convivial :  Outing  to  King's  Langley,, 

Duke  of  Norfolk  :  Match  at  Uxbridge. 

Dulwich  Waltonians  :  Outing  to  Pulborough. 

Earlsheld  :  Outing  to  Staines. 

Firm  and  True  :  Competition  at  Woking. 

Hearts  of  Oak :  Match  at  Harlow. 

St.  John's  :  Outing  to  Weybridge. 

West  Ham  Brothers  :  Match  at  Hatfield  Peveril. 

Wes>t  Newington  :  Competition. 
June  28. 

Cliasold  :  Distribution. 

Prince  of  Wales  :  Visit. 
June  29. 

Brunswick  Brothers :  Concert. 

Gresham  :  Trout  fishing  in  any  waters. 

Hoxton  Brothers  :  Distribution. 
June  30. 

Izaak  Walton  :  Match  on  the  Stort. 

Serapis :  Annual  dinner. 

July     L— Bnttersea  Friendly  :  Match  at  Ainberley. 
4.— Cobden  :  Match  at  Langley. 
it      4. — Good  Intent :  Prize  outiDg. 
„      4. — Izaak  Walton  :  Annual  dinner  at  St.  Mar- 
garet's. 

-Junior  Fly  Fishers  :  Outing  on  the  Crane. 
-Lincoln  :  Competition. 
-Original  Alexandra :  Outing. 
-Kose  and  Crown  :  Match  at  Welsh  Harp. 
-Sundial :  Brake  outing. 
-United  Brothers  :  Match  on  the  Medway. 
-Walham  Green  :  Brake  outing. 
-Walworth  Waltonians  :  Match  at  Selham. 
-Islington  Brothers  ;  Visit. 
-Peckham  Brothers :  Visit. 
-United  Brothers:  Annual  dinner. 
-Izaak  Walton  :  Competition  at  Yalding. 
-Clarence  :  Outing  at  Langley. 
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mparts  from  Clu&s 

We  beg  to  remind  Secretaries  that  their  Reports  (to 
ensure  insertion)  must  reach  us  not  later  than  Thurs- 
day Morning1.  Thursday  night's  clubs  or  meetings  by 
first  post  on  Friday  Morning.  Address  "  Editor,  Fishing 
Gazette,  St.  Dwnstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  London," 
marked  "  Cldb  Report  "  outside  envelope. 

Anglers'  Benevolent  Society,  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerken- 
well-road,  E.C.— I  beg  to  acknowledge,  with  thanks,  the  receipt 
of  £1  Is.  from  the  Lea  Brothers  A.S.  donation  box,  Lea  — E 
Ghukney.  . 

Anglers'  Association  (Western  District)  Visiting1 
List.  —  The  next  return  visit  will  take  place  on  Monday 
June  28,  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  A.S.,  held  at  the  Windsor  Castle 
Church-street,  Edgware-road.— J.  Harris. 

Allason  United  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Duke  of 
Sussex,  Uxbridge-street,  Notting  Hill  Gate.— The  first  match  of 
the  season  takes  place  on  27th,  at  A.  A.  Fishery,  Langley  for  six 
prizes;  two  rods;  all.fish  except  perch,  jack,  and  eels  to  weigh- 
in;  under  A.  A.  rules.  Members  can  leave  London  by  the  12.8 
a.m.  (midnight),  or  8.13  a.m.  and  other  subsequent  trains.  Draw 
for  numbers  at  riverside,  and  answer  the  roll-call;  not  to  start 
fishing  before  the  signal  from  secretary ;  cease  fishing  at  8  p.m. ; 
members  can  leave  before,  but  must  show  their  takes  and  report 
themselves.  Messrs.  Blades,  Challen,  Proctor,  Slack,  Leslie,  and 
Ben  weighed-in  roach,  bream,  &a.  All  the  officers  were  re- 
appointed for  the  ensuing  quarter.— Ben  Abrahams. 

Alma  Angling  Society  .Coach  and  HorseB,  Portsmouth 
place,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  W.O.— On  June  20  the  following 
weighed-in:  Mr.  Utting,  a  good  show  of  roach;  Mr.  Woolfe 
roach;  Mr.  Guittara,  roach  and  dace;  and  Mr.  Tomkinson' 
roach.— J.  Chambers. 

Amicable  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  the  Sun,  Great 
button-street,  Goswell-road.— The  following  members  had  shows 
of  fish  on  the  20th:  Mr.  Merry,  roach;  Mr.  Reeks,  roach:  Mr 
Wathng,  bream,  roach,  and  dace;  Mr.  Lambarth,  bream  and 
roach;  Mr.  King,  dace;  Mr.  Shurey,  bream  and  roach;  and  Mr. 
Hender,  bream.  Several  members  had  prizes  in  the  Jubilee  com 
petition.    Special  general  meeting  on  July  S. — G.  Merry. 

Battsrssa  Plscatorials,  Winstanley  Arms,  Chpham 
Junction,  S.W.  —  U  our  first  outing  the  club  was  saved  from  a 
blank  by  Mr.  A.  Painter,  who  weighed-in  a  nice  show  of  perch 
and  tench  (largest  tench,  lib.  14oz.).  Since  being  enrolled  we 
have  made  three  new  members,  and  have  room  for  more.  Any 
person  wishing  to  become  a  member  can  do  so  by  applying  at 
clubhouse  on  Wednesday  nights  between  9  and  11  n  m  — T 
Tringham.  ' 

Blackfriars  Angling  Society,  Winchester  Arms,  South 
wark-street,  S.E.— Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  June  20, 
Mr.  E.  Green  being  most  successful.  Messrs.  Foster  and  Howard 
took  prizes  in  the  Anglers'  Competition  at  Amberley .  Will  mem- 
bers m  arrears  kindly  settle  at  once,  and  oblige  ?— J.  Foster. 

Brunswick  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Cherry  Tree, 
Bromley-by-Bow.— We  had  a  fair  show  of  fish  on  June  20,  the 
followiug  members  weighing-in  bream :  Mr.  Thompson  (heaviest 
21b.  8Joz  ),  Mr.  Parmenter,  Mr.  Leese,  and  Mr.  Tucker,  all  taken 
from  Dagenham  lake.  Other  members  had  fish,  but  were  too  late 
to  weigh-in.  On  June  29  the  smoking  concert  and  handing  over 
the  piano  and  the  results  of  the  draw  to  the  winners  - 
J.  Watling. 

Burlington  Piscatorials,  Burlington  Hotel  Burlington, 
road.  W. — A  special  general  meeting  will  be  held  on  Wednesday, 
June  30,  at  9  p.m.,  to  dissuss  an  outing.  I  hope  all  members  will 
make  an  appearance. — P.  Lavington. 

Cambridge  Heath  Brothers  Angling  Society,  The 
Good  Intent,  Mowlem-street,  Bishop's-road,  Cambridge  Heath.— 
On  June  20  the  undermentioned  weighed-in:  Mr.  Lee,  roach  and 
perch, 41b.  lOJoz. ;  Mr.  J.  French,  roach,  21b.  9foz. ;  Mr.  H.  Everitt, 
roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Yeo,  dace;  Mr.  Elsworthy,  sen.,  perch;  and 
E.  Wright,  perch.  All  members  are  requested  to  attend'  next 
Tuesday.— E.  A.  H. 

Camden  Angling  Society,  Victory  Hotel,  Clarence  road, 
N.W.— Wo  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  June  20  bv  Messrs.  Adams 
Reynolds,  Stanton,  and  Speight.  On  June  22  Messrs.  Gallaway' 
Fuller,  Leonard,  Critcher,  Adams,  and  White  weighed-in  bream' 
dace,  roach,  and  chub  (one  roach  of  lib.  4|oz.).  We  had  a  nice 
concert  on  Jubilee  night.—  E.  Boxall. 

Canning  Town  Angling  Sooiety,  Marquis  of  Salisbury, 
Hermit-road,  Canning  Town,  E. — Members  on  the  20th  met  with 
very  poor  sport.  On  the  22nd,  Mr.  O.  Jones  had  a  nice  lot  of 
roach.  We  elected  three  new  working  members  last  meeting 
night.   June  30th  will  be  quarterly  night.— O.  Jones. 

Central  Finsbury  Angling  Society,  Albion  House,  City- 
road,  E.C.— On  the  13th  inst.  our  annual  dinner  took  place  at  the 
Crown  Inn,  St.  Margaret's,  where  about  fifty  members  and  friends 
sat  down  to  an  excellent  repast.  The  weather  being  fine,  a  most 
enjoyable  day  was  spent.  Several  members  were  out  on  the  20th 
when  Mr.  Stevens  weighed-in  roach  and  dace;  Mr.  Lea,  roach 
and  dace;  Mr.  Sparkes,  roach:  and  Mr.  Crettonden,  roach  On 
the  22nd  we  fished  a  competition  for  two  prizes,  the  first  prize 
being  taken  by  Mr.  Snow  with  bream  and  perch;  the  second  by 
Mr.  Lea,  bream,  roacb,  and  perch.  Mr.  Tarling  and  Mr.  Castell 
also  weighed-in  roach  and  perch.  Wo  llsh  our  next  competition 
on  the  27th.— Clea.  1 

Clapham  Strollers  Angling  Society,  The  Windmill, 
Clapham  Park-road,  S.W.— Our  first  prize  outing  took  place  on 
June  20,  and  was  a  record  one.  Mr.  J.  Pratt,  jun.,  was  first  with 
«|lb.  roach  and  bream,  and  Messrs.  Linden,  J.  Pratt,  sen. 
E.  Down,  Pasmore,  Lawrence,  Crowther,  Sbepperd,  Sandle' 
Wright,  Gloster,  and  Johnson,  all  contributed  largely  to  make  a 
record  show. — S.  Violet. 

Cobden  Angling  Society,  Kensal-road.— On  Juno  20  the 
ollowing  weighed-in :  Messrs.  Carrington,  Tucker  Marsh 
Baxter,  and  Twyman.  On  June  22  Messrs.  Twyman  F 
Seraileld,  and  Baxter.  On  July  4  a  match  will  take  place  from 
Langley  Bridge  to  Slough  Basin,  in  aid  of  the  A.B.  funds 
rurther  particulars  next  week,  Conditions  for  the  first  club 
match  to  be  made  next  week,  so  please  attend  earlv— T 
Twyman.  *~^t 
Dulwich  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  East  Dulwich 
Hotel,  Goose-green.— We  fish  our  first  competition  on  June  27  at 
Pulborough,  and  I  hope  that  every  member  will  do  his  utmost  to 
be  present  at  this  initial  outing.— K  M. 

^arlsfleld  Angling  Society,  Halfway  House,  Earlsfleld, 
S.W.— An  outing  wiTl  take  place  at  Staines  on  June  27;  train  leaves 
Clapham  Junction  at  8.25  a.m.,  returning  from  Staines  at  9.2  p.m 
Messrs.  Keepin  and  Ilruce  only  havo  weighod-in  since  the  season 
opened.  Tho  former  had  a  splendid  show  of  roach  and  dace 
from  the  Mole  (largest  roach  15Joz.).  Mr.  Bruce  showed  a  good 
perch  from  the  Mole,  and  weighed-in  a  21b.  trout  from  the  Wandle. 
Members  aro  requested  to  attend  tho  meeting  on  Tuorday  next' 
'mportant  business.— A.  Tiiaquair. 

Firm  and  True  Angling  Society,  Prince  Goorge, 
Hillingdon-street,  Walworth.— We  had  a  fine  show  of  roach 
porch,  and  dace  on  Juno  20  by  Mr.  0.  Bosser,  Mr.  Montaguo, 
Mr.  J .  Eossor.  We  havo  our  opening  prize  outing  at  Woking  on 
June  27,  whon  I  hope  to  see  all  members  out.  Gentlemen  wishing 


to  join  as  working  or  honorary  members  should  drop  in  any 
Wednesday  evening  We  start  first  train  on  27th  from  Waterloo 
calling  at  Clapham  Junction  — G.  Eosser.  <"euoo, 
Funny  Folks  Angling  Society,  Eose  and  Grown,  21 
2ST  '-^-Mf-Eldridge's  Diamond  Jubilee  Competing,  in 
Tiinn  9o  Anglers  Benevolent  Society,  took  place  at  Amberley  on 
Juno  20.  There  were  200  competitors,  sixty  of  whom  weighed-in 
There  were  fifty  prizes  in  all-forty-seven  for  gross  weights,  and 
three  specimen  (roach,  bream,  and  dace).  The  names  of  the 
Z' m"™11-^  •0u«d  elsewhere-  The  prizes  will  be  given  away 
at  Mr.  Eldndga  s,  Eose  and  Crown,  Goswell-road,  on  Monday 
evening  June  28,  at  9  p.m.  Will  those  gentlemen  who  have 
promised  prizes  and  not  sent  them  in  kindly  do  so  as  early  as 
possible?— H.  Smith.  " 

«v,Go0i^  *nt<|ut  Angling  Society,  Crown  Inn,  Church-street. 

bhoreditch.-Some  good  roach  were  shown  on  June  20  by  Messrs 
Thompson  and  Maybury.  Members  fish  for  prizes  on  July  4' 
A,  o.^C10!6  0  Jhe  ?lembers  are  requested  to  attend  on  Tuesdav, 
the  29th,  to  settle  where  to  go,  <fcc— E.  Muri-hy. 

i.S6*^  °^  ?ak  An5lin*  Society,  Ye  Olde  Crown,  Brick- 
lane,  Bethnal  Green._Mr.  H.  Ford  had  a  nice  show  of  roach  I 
hope  members  will  [not  forget  our  peg-down  match  on  June  27'  at 
caSMiTH         Grafton  h»s  been  nominated  as  a  member.- 

Hoxton  Brothers'  Antrling  Society,  Spread  Eagle 

Kings  and-road,  Shoreditch,  E.-The  distribution  of  prizes  wil 
take  place  on  Tuesday  evening  next.  June  29.  Messrs.  H  Ballev 
EUGeHURNB  bream'  MoGume8S  and  Bisn°P.  perch.- 

n„^n?t011  Br(\thers  Aner";n8r  Society.  Myddleton  Arms, 

Canonbury-road.-We  met  on  Tucsday'last,  Mr.  Burwash  in  the 
chair,  when  the  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  Some  of  our  members  were  out  on  June  20,  but  with 
httle  success.  The  following  weighed-in:  Messrs.  Burwash 
(carp),    Boys  (carp),  and  Croker    (roach  and  dace).-J.  H 

lj  EH  BERT, 

Izaak  Walton  Angling  Society,  Old  King  John's  Head 

Mansfield-street,  Kingsland-road.- Members  will  compete  for 
three  special  prizes  on  June  30  on  the  Stort,  botween  Burnt  Mill 
and  bawbndgeworth.  In  the  competition  at  Yalding,  on  June  ->0 
only  one  of  the  tour  prizes  was  takeo,  Mr.  E.  Bedford  beiu«  the 
y\nn,e,r;  iue  remaining  three  will  be  competed  for  again  on 
V1 7,  o  7,  6  Sunday  annual  dinner  will  take  place  at  the  Pied 
BOIL  St.  Margarets,  on  July  4;  those  who  intend  beiog  present 
will  please  send  in  their  names  not  later  than  June  30  It  is  with 
deep  regret  I  have  to  announce  the  death  of  our  much  respected 
Juneei8  -a  Br8aSurer'  Mrs'  M'  E°g«rs.  which  took  place  on 

ir;S,Sid3L0fv.        uL^ke  Angling  Association,  Swakeley 

Hotel,  Shepherds-bush.  W.-Suring  the  past  week-Mr.  Bryne 
had  a  tench,  from  Slough,  weighing  lib.  6Joz. ;  and  Mr  H  Tvler 
a  nice  trout  from  Staines  weighing  21b.  lloz  —A  B  M 

Liverpool  Angling  association.— Our  outing  on  the 
l/tn  was  not  favoured  in  the  way  of  weather,  a  strong  wind  being 
encountered,  and  there  was  rain  at  intervals.  Moreover,  the  water 
was  broken  However,  the  competitors  managed  to  win  the  four 
prizes,  Mr.  Waller  being  first;  Mr.  White,  second;  Mr  Hood 
third;  and  Mr.  Eoberts,  special.  A  sad  accident  has  happened 
at  Knowsley,  a  youth  of  fifteen  being  drowned  in  low  water 
there  whilst  bathing  on  June  14th.  Perhaps  this  mc?ancholy 
accident  will  be  a  warning,  as  the  place  has  been  terribly 
trespassed  on,  especially  on  Sundays.  The  reservoir  at  Penyeae 
keeps  on  yielding  some  good  trout  from  time  to  time —Ed 

WOOH'ALL. 

u1fi,ver,p001  East  End  A-njrling  Association,  Court  House 
Hotel,  Commutation-row.— The  above  named  association  has 
been  doing  good  work  during  past  few  weeks  in  amalgamating 
with  the  Warrington  Anglers'  Association,  so  as  to  enable  the 
members  of  the  former  association  to  participate  in  fishing  the 
waters  under  the  control  of  tho  latter  association,  viz  ■  Eiver 
Gowy,  which  is  well  stocked  with  trout,  roach,  dace,  gudgeon,  and 
pike ;  the  old  river  at  Lynn,  which  contains  pike,  perch  roach 
Ac.  A  basket  of  flsh  a  stone  in  weight  for  a  day's  fishing 
this  river  is  in  no  way  uncommon.  They  havo 
the  rights  of  fishing  on  the  Latchford  and  Euncorn  Canal 
and  also  Lancaster  Canal.  This  association  is  now  in  a  position 
to  offer  to  its  members  all  the  above  mentioned  privileges,  together 
with  the  fishing  they  have  rented  for  years  in  Cheshire 
This  amalgamation  does  not  make  any  difference  in  the  sub- 
scriptions, which  are  as  usual  (entranco  fea,  4s  ),  which  includes 
all  stationery  and  travelling  card.  Contributions,  2d.  per  week  • 
benevolent  fund,  Id.  per  month.  Meeting  held  overy  Monday 
evening  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  T.  C.  Gegar  took  from  the  association's 
waters  in  Cheshire  a  roach,  13joz.,  on  tho  20th  inst.  Mr.  H.  Bitt 
and  myself  visited  the  Gowy  on  Saturday,  but  owing  to  the 
unsettled  weather  the  visit  was  a  failure.  On  the  22nd  I  fished 
Stanny  Brook,  on  the  Nelson  Angling  Society's  stretch,  and  took 
a  few  roach,  heaviest  Jib.— James  Reynolds. 

Original  Alexandra  Angling  Society,  The  Lam'.\ 
Three  Colts-lane,  Bethnal  Green  (opposite  Bethnal  Green 
Junction).— In  future  our  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  above 
house.  Meeting  nights,  Tuesdays  and  Sundays.  Our  first  outing 
for  seven  prizes,  will  take  place  on  July  4.  Water  not  yet 
named. — E.  Brogkktt. 

Phoenix  Angling  Society,  The  Crown,  Poncras-road 
N.W.— The  brake  outing  to  Harefleld  on  June  20  was  thoroughly 
enjoyable.  The  prizos  were  not  won,  so  the  match  was  continued 
on  Jubilee  day,  when  they  were  taken  as  follows,  by  a  good 
mixed  show  of  bream,  roach,  dace,  eels,  gudgeon,  and  grayling  ■ 
Messrs.  Boufller,  241b. ;  Eeed,  21b.  l$oz. ;  F.  Dove,  2lb.  OJoz.;  O 
Dove,  13|oz. ;  J.  Milton,  counted  out.  June  29  will  bo  quarterly 
nght,  and  important  business.— E.  C. 

Queen's  Piscatorials,  Queen's  Anns,  1a,  Ohapsl-street, 
Edgware-road,  N.W.— On  June  20  our  outing  to  Langley  was  not 
a  success,  only  nine  prizes  being  taken,  in  the  following  order- 
Messrs.  Parker,  T.  Fisher,  Yule,  Harding,  Quinlan,  E«eve 
Shepherd,  A.  Beavor,  and  F.  Boaver.  On  the  22nd  we  hod  a  very 
good  show  of  flsh,  Yule  weighing-in  101b.  of  roach;  Messrs. 
Steor,  F.  Beaver,  T.  Beaver,  T.  Fisher,  Kunz,  and  Brind,  roach 
and  tench ;  and  G.  Winsby,  jack  and  porch.  I  hope  members 
11  attend  on  the  29th  to  decide  next  outing  and  prizes  left  over  - 
Gun.  Keenb. 

Rose  and  Crown  Angling  Sooiety,  Harcourt  Arms, 
Harcourt-street,  Marylebone-road.  —  At  Langley  wo  did  not 
succeed  in  taking  all  the  prizes.  Our  match  at  the  Welsh  Harp 
takes  placo  on  July  4,  for  some  very  good  prizes.    Our  landlord 

has  presonted  us  witli  a  roach  pole  as  second  prize.  A  E 

Payne. 

Koyal  George  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Arms  Hotel, 

Bateman-street,  Soho.  —  Last  mooting  night  we  were  fairly 
attended,  and  came  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  respecting  host 
Galloway's  eight  prizes.  Wo  had  the  pleasure  of  adding  four 
now  members  to  our  list.  Our  prizo  list  far  surpasses  nil  other 
seasons,  and  I  am  pleosed  to  state  that  the  club  is  in  a  sound 
financial  condition. — Report  jo  it. 

St.  Albans  Angling  Sooiety,  Royal  George,  New-street, 
Kennington  Park-road  — Tho  majority  of  our  members  were  out 
on  June  20.  Messrs.  Brown,  Boalo,  Turner.  Lowis,  welghed-in 
roach  ;  C.  Allan,  roach;  II.  Allan,  roach  and  bream.  Tho  special 
prize  for  gross  weight  of  roach  on  June  (I  was  taken  by  II.  Brown. 
Our  first  match  of  the  season  takes  place  on  Juno  27  at  Amberley  ; 
roving;  four  prizos.  Quarterly  night  next  Wednesday,  June  30.— 
H,  Allan. 
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Second  Surrey  Angling  Society,  The  Snn,  Boniface- 
strlet  WestataBtef  Brid'ge-ro'ad.-On  J^e  20  the  following 
weighed-in  :  Messrs.  T.  Stevens,  bream  largest  41b.  8Joz  ) , 
J  Offer  roach;  W.  Bignell,  roach ;  and  G.  Richards  bream.  On 
the  2>nd  W.  Bignell  had  roach,  and  J.  Offer  roach  and  dace.  Mr. 
G.  H.  Shepherd  (host  of  Bermondsey  Brothers)  has  kindly  added 
ln's.  (id.  to  our  prize  list.— W.  ASSTBT.  ,„„.f.«„. 

South  London  United  and  Anfflers'  Association 
(Sot  THEEN  District)  Visiting-  fcist.-A  return  visit  will  take 
place  at  the  Peckham  Brothers  A.S.,  Prince  Albert,  East  Surrey 
Grove,  Peckham,  on  July  fi.   I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  on  thiB 

0CSeIABrothers'-  Angling  Society,  Druid's  Head 
Tavern,  Broadway,  Deptford.-Several  members  were  out  on 
June  20,  with  the  following  result :  Mr.  J.  Oakley,  roach :  0. 
Wilderspin,  roach.  We  fish  a  pegged-down  match  on  July  4 ,ia 
the  Medway,  for  several  prizes.  Our  fourteenth  annual  dinner  will 
take  place  on  July  6.  Mr.  E.  J.  Hevill  has  kindly  consented  to 
take  the  chair,  faced  by  Mr.  W.  Woods,  our  late  host,  and  Mr. 

^wVhwnOreenrad  Chelsea  Angling  Society,  Black 
Bull  Fulham-road,  S.W.-Atour  weekly  meeting  on  Wednesday 
Mr  B.  Aehorvwas  elected  a  working  member,  and  Mr.  Mob  lis 
proposed.  On  June  20,  Messrs  Glass,  F.  Haydon  T. .Jam.,  and 
Tenipleman  weighed-in  from  Amberley;  and  Mr.  J.  Hawkins,  on 
June  22.  Our  brake  outing  takes  place  on  July  4,  and  members 
wishing  to  take  part  are  requested  to  notify  the  secretary  not 
later  than  Wednesday  next— E.  Sutehall. 

West  Ham  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Coach  and 
Horses.  The  Grove,  Stratford.  -  Our  members  were  out  on 
June  20  In  the  match,  but  only  three  prizes  were  taken -  Mr .  G 
Pearse  first:  Mr.  C.  Miller,  second ;  Mr.  M.  Philips,  third.  The 
other  two  prizes  will  be  fished  for  on  June  27  at  the  same -place. 
Mr  W  Burling  weighed-in  lib.  4^oz.of  roach.-E.  Lowtheb. 

Westminster  Angling  Society,  The  Telegraph.  Begency 
st,™t  -Several  of  our  members  were  out  on  June  20,  but  met 
with  poor  sport.  Mr.  Richardson  weighed-in  bream  and 
dace  On  Tuesday  members  enjoyed  decent  sport,  and  Mr. 
Baifey  weighed-in  bream  on  Wednesday,  being  the  only  one 

° "white  Hart  Angling  Society,  White  Hart  Tottenham 
Hale  N  -For  the  special  Jubilee  prizes  there  was  but  one  weigh- 
in  viz.,  Mr.  F.  Hammond,  roach,  from  Coventry  s  water.  Mr. 
fi'  Hay  ward,  on  20th,  had  a  nice  show  of  perch  (largest  nearly 
21b.).  On  June  22  others  were  out,  but  kept  them  too  late  to  weigb- 

'"woolwich  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Railway  Tavern 
Plumstead-road,  Plumstead-Several  members  have  been  out,  but 
the  only  weigh-in  was  by  Messrs.  F.  Cresswell,  two  barbel,  largest 
31b  T-ozTand  one  roach,  lib.  2foz. ;  J.  R.  Howcrof t,  bream 
31b'.  13oz.,  and  roach.  Will  all  members  please  note  summoned 
meeting  on  June  30. — P.  Smith. 

LATE_NEWS. 

RECEIVED  FRIDAY  MORNING. 
RIVERS. 


Border  Esk  (Langholm)  .-Like  every  other  place  in  Her 
Maj^ty'fdominions,  Langholm  and  district  has  had  Diamond 
Jubilee  on  the  brain,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  river  like  the 
lodging-house  keepers  and  hotel  keepers,  have  accordingly  had  a 
ouift  time  of  it  with  anglers.  The  river  has  continued  in  excellen  t 
"  f  ettler  and  holiday  makers  could  not  do  better  than  have  a  week 
on  the  Esk  to  calm  their  nerves,  put  them  in  order  for 
business.  The  following  are  some  of  the  takes '  W.  Beattie 
Bowholm  six  sea  trout,  lost  six,  also  a  fine  salmon  ;  W.  Ross,  five 
sea  trou™  D.  Lamb,  four  sea  trout;  J.  Graham,  three  sea  trout ; 
W  Moffat,  two  sea  trout.  Good  baskets  of  yellow  trout  are  being 
had  in  tributaries.    River  in  capital  order.—  W.  D. 

Dove  and  Tributaries.-We  hear  water  is  now  "as  clear 
as  gin.-  Sport  was  poor  last  week,  owing  to  a  "spate.  Ine 
May  Fly  season  just  over  has  not  been  an  unusually  good  one, 
though,  on  the  Uttoxcter  length  several  good  bags  were  made, 
notably  one  of  twenty  brace  by  Dr.  Fletcher,  jun.-D.  and  W.  H. 

FMedway  (Maiaetone).-Sport  has  not  been  so  good  this 
we"  owing  to  the  disturbance  caused  through  drawing  off  water 
from  the  river  between  Farleigh  and  Maidstone.  Mr  W  G. 
Challis  appears  to  have  been  the  only  successful  one  really  m  the 
Springfield  district,  there  being  noreports  iromTovil  or  Farle  gh 
ThiTprominent  angler  nobly  risked  his  own  life  on  Friday  last 
in  saving  from  drowning  an  apprentice  at  Springfield  Mill,  who 
had  fallen  from  a  punt,  and  was  on  the  point  of  sinking  for  the 
third  time  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Royal  Humane  Society  may 
suitably  recognise  this  act  of  bravery.— J .  G.  Jebh. 
-Ouse  (Holywell  Perry).- We  have  been  doing  real  Jubilee 
buiiness  ever  since  the  opening,  the  fine  weather  coming  on  just 
in  the  nick  of  time,  everybody  bringing  in  chub  and  perch ;  roach 
have  been  quite  neglected,  although  the  river  here  is  fairly  alive 
with  decent  fish ;  no  one  has  been  out  after  them.  Mr.  Holloway 
took  a  nice  lot  of  chub.  Fish  here  have  all  spawned,  and  are 
in  beautiful  condition. — A.  SCARD. 

Trent  (Hewark).-The  river  is  a  shade  off  colour  for 
successfully  fly  fishing  the  shallows  for  chub,  though  several 
rangmg  up  to  21b.  weight  have  been  taken  from  the  Muskham 
water  Eel  fishermen  have  mat  with  best  sport ,  and  exceptionally 
heavy  bags  have  been  secured,  one  angler  alone  taking  forty  good 
fish  in  an  afternoon.  From  below  the  town,  roach  and  dace  have 
been  taken  with  gentles,  and  the  Trent  is  in  good  order  for 
bottom  fishing,  and  freer  from  weeds  than  for  several  seasons 
past.  Barbel  are  pitching  freely  in  the  rapids,  and  taken  all 
round,  prospects  appear  very  favourable  for  a  good  season.— 

T,Wveand  Derwent  (Derbyshire,  Matlock  Bath).-The 
heavy  rains  that  came  on  Friday  and  Saturday  last  week  quite 
stonned  fly  fishing  for  several  days.  The  bottom  fishermen 
tak&  vantage  of  this  opportunity,  several  nice  baskets  of  fish 
was  obtained  from  those  parts  of  the  Derwent  where  i  is 
allowed  Mr.  Keeling  had  two  brace,  one  of  these  nearly  6l\>. , 
Mr  D  P  Pearson,  six  brace  of  nice  fish;  both  these  gentlemen 
fishing  the  Matlock  and  Cromford  Angling  Association  s  water, 
Matlock  Dale,  below  Cromford.  Only  a  few  anglers  have  been 
out;  the  average  creels,  three  brace  each.  The  Wye  has  had  a 
fair  number  of  rods  on  with  moderate  success.  Mr.  F.  O.  Ark- 
wrhrht  J  P ,  landed  eleven  brace  from  the  Lathkill  (private 
water)'  aiso  the  Chatsworth  and  Hathersago  Club's  water  has 
afforded  fair  sport.  Prospect  for  the  next  few  days  good,  as  the 
wa°er  is  fining  down  after  the  rain.  The  following  flies  may  be 
used  with  success:  Ash  and  Yellow  Duns,  Dotterel,  and  Little 
Black  Dotterel.— J  as.  Hbnstock. 

CLUBS. 

■Ratteraaa  Friendly  Angling  Society,  Queen's  Hotel, 
Qu" ^s'road  Bl"*"et  S.W^Tt.eVsuH  of  Jubilee  match  on 
June  22  was  as  follows:  Mr.  A.  Ansty  first;  Mr.  P. ■  Bmeed, 
second;  Mr.  A.  Hall,  third.  Will  members  pleaso  attend  on 
Tuesday  next,  if  possible  ?— A.  T.  _   .  ,, 

Bermondsey  Brothers  Angling  Society.  Woolpack, 
Bermondsey-street.— Most  of  our  membera  fished  m  Mr.  A. 


Fldridee's  A.B.  competition  at  Amberley  on  the  20th,  two  of 
fhem  being  successful-Mr.  J.  Smith  third,  and  Mr.  Banker, 
fifteenth  Mr.  A.  Woodhead  weighed-in  1,1b.  of  roach  from 
"be  Medway  on  the  24th;  Mr.  G.  H  Shepherd  weighed-in  81b. 
of  chub  and  dace  from  the  Thames.   Alf  Conn. 

Couinsfwood  Angling  Society,  Brunswick  Arms,  Stam- 
fo£K  Blackfria*  S^E.-Thc  following  members  weighed- 
in  on  June  20:  Mr.  Francis,  carp;  Mr.  Downes,  carp;  Mr. 
Kobelt  roach;  Mr.  Ball,  roach  and  perch;  Mr.  F.Bcames  perch. 
Altogether!  there  was  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the  trays.  Wc  made 
two  more  members  this  week. — F.  P.  Sorge. 

Clauham  Junction  Angling  Society,  The  Clarence, 
Wins*?nley^oad  Clapham  Junction,  S.W.-At  our  last  meeting 
we  nominated  Messrs.  Evans  and  Rust.  A  special  meeting  will 
titan  lace  on  July  1,  at  0  o'clock,  as  important  business  will  be 
transacted  Secretaries  please  note  that  Mr.  A.  Painter  will  not 
represent  this  society  at  any  meetings  for  the  future.  Several 
members  have  been  out  during  the  week,  but  have  not  returned 
wTth  heav "tags  of  fish.  Mr.  Thos.  Briggs  was  successful  in 
winning  Mr  Garlick's  (Wimbledon  Park)  prize  with  a  carp  ot 

''convivial  Angling  Society,  City  of  London,  Sydney- 
street  CUy  road  -On jWe  20  there  were  only  a  few  members 
ou ;  Mr  W  Marshall  having  roach,  winning  Mr.  W.  Parish  s 
nrize  On  June  27  an  outing  will  take  place  at  King's  Langley 
FrovIng),?or  four  prizes;  the  train  leaves  Boston  Station  a  nine 
o'clock  when  I  hope  to  see  a  good  muster  of  members.-PHiL. 

Duke  of  Norfolk  Angling  Society,  The  Apollo,  All 
Sained'  We°s"ourne  Park.-On  June  20  some .of  our  mem- 
bers weiaked-in  some  nice  shows  of  roach.  Mr.  Tucke,  i  lb.  |oz., 
toir^otag  5  b.  lloz  ;  Mr.  Barker,  Gib.  roach  (one  weighing 

°  Medwav  AnfflingACluh,  Royal  Oak,  Hart-street,  Maidstone. 
_^vcS  meSoufthis  week.  Weeding  well;  501b.  taken. 
On  Wednesday  a  frierd,  fishing  with  me,  one  roach,  lib.  ll?oz. , 
Mr.  Pope,  one  roach,  llb.Oioz. ;  myself  (largest  bream,  21b.  MJml>, 
one  perch,  lib.  Oioz.  I  hope  to  see  London  anglers  well  repre- 
sented at  our  melting  on  Saturday,  and  the  match  on  the  following 

d  Northeast  Brothers  Angling. Society  Star  and  Garter, 
Green-street.-On  June  20  the  following  weighed-in :  O.  Lamb, 
ion  E  Lamb,  jun.,  F.  Prosser,  G.  Smith,  H.  Hart,  W.  Richards, 
sen    Wednesday,  July  7,  special  meeting. — A.  Lewis. 

Prince  of  Wales  Angling  Society,  Windsor  Castle 
Church-street,  Edgware-road.-Several  of  our  members  fished  for 
a  series  of  prizes  at  Amberley  on  June  20,  but  there  was  only  one 
fish  taken,  and  that  by  Mr.  Whitford.  From  other  waters  we  had 
a  fine  show  of  dace  by  Mr.  Blatch.  Our  return  visit  takes  P lace i  at 
the  above  on  Monday,  June  28,  and  secretaries  and  friends  not 
receiving  a  card  will  kindly  accept  this.— W.  B. 

St.  John's  Angling  Society,  The  Empress  St.  John 
street-road,  ClerkenwelL-We  had  a  good  show  of  fish  on  the 
•'0th  bv  Messrs.  Warren,  Mills,  and  Musgrave,  the  last  named 
being  f  ourth  prize  winner  and  specimen  dace i  prize  winner  in  the 
Eldrfdge  competition  at  Amberley.  On  the  2(th  we  compete  fo 
several  prizes  in  the  association's  new  water  at  Weybndge.  All 
to  start  by  the  8.45  train  from  Waterloo  on  the  morning.-F. 

TS°harp '  Waltonians  Angling  Society,  Rising  Sun 
Bockingfiam-street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.B.  -  We  have 
decided  to  fish  our  first  match  for  the  season  for  a  series  of 
prizes ;  place  to  be  selected  next  club  night.  We  made  two  new 
members,  and  have  room  for  a  few  more.  On  June  20  Mr.  W. 
Martin  and  Mr.  C.  Toobey  had  good  shows  of  roach  and  dace, 
the  latter  an  eel  of  2Jlb. — F.  Crookes. 
B+enTiov  Anclinsr  Society,  Bee  Hive,  Rhodeswell-road, 

roach-  W.  Smith,  roach;  Chamberlain,  roach.  We  fished  a 
match  at  Dagenham  Cutting  on  the  22nd,  when  the  following 
wS-hed-Uv  Messrs.  W.  Woodford,  bream,  first;  W.  Gerrard, 
bream  secondTL  Ehren,  bream,  third ;  G.  Chamberlain  bream, 
fourth-  F  Jewson,  bream,  fifth;  J.  Momsh,  bream,  sixth;  H. 
Smith.'bream,  seventh.— W.  Woodford. 

Victoria  Brothers  Angling  Society,  Princess  Victoria, 
Robert-street,  N.W-On  June  20  the  following  weighed-m: 
Messrs.  Austin,  bream ;  and  A.  Cook,  roach  and  dace.  On 
Tuesday  last  several  members  fished  a  sweepstake  the  result 
being:  Mr.  Austin,  lirst;  A.  Cook,  second;  Too  hil  ,  third; 
Bristowe,  fourth.  All  persons  going  toHarefleld  with  brake  would 
do  well  to  secure  their  scats  at  once.— T.  Austin. 

Walworth  Waltonians'  Angling  Society,  St,  Paul's 
TaVera  Westmorland-road,  Walworth  S.E.  -  The  first  club 
competition  takes  place  on  July  5  at  Selham,  when  we  fish  foi 
three  prizes.  We  celebrated  the  Jubilee  with  a  friendly  com- 
petition and  outing  on  the  Medway,  and  were  very  successfuf 
amongst  the  roach  and  eels.  A  nice  specimen  roaeh,  taken  by 
Mr  R  Catford,  is  being  set  up.— W.  Wray. 

Wenlock  Angling  Society,  Clothworkers'  Arms,  Arling- 
ton-street, New  North-Toad.-Several  of  our  members  fished  in 
the  competition  on  June  20,  but  only  three  members  weurhed-in 
fish  •  Mr  G.  Styman,  Mr.  Chambers,  and  Mr.  Walker.  We  have 
a  special  meeting  on  July  8,  on  important  club  business.— W. 

HARDEN.  ,  


Three  cheers  for  the  deep-sea  fishermen  and  fish  buyers 
of  Hastings!  A  correspondent  writes  me  that  these 
toilers  of  the  deep  inaugurated  the  morning  of  Jubilee 
day  by  holding  an  athletic  meeting,  which  included  mariy 
events  of  years  gone  by  when  the  country  was  called 
"  Merrie  Englaud,"  such  as  grinning  through  a  horse- 
collar,  eating  nine  hard-boiled  eggs,  racing  in  sea  boots, 
and  not  forgetting  a  race  for  the  ladie3  m  their  picturesque 
dress.  All  these  events  were  carried  out  with  a  regularity 
and  precision  that  would  have  pleased  even  Mr.  Charles 
Herbert,  the  able  secretary  of  the  Amateur  Athletic 
Association,  and  were  witnessed,  though  they  commenced 
proceedings  at  the  early  hour  of  6  a.m.,  by  some  5UUO 
inhabitants  and  visitors  to  the  ancient  historical  cinque  port. 
These  are  the  men  who  members  of  the  B.S.A.A.  may 
look  to  for  wrinkle3  when  enjoying  the  benefit  ot  the 
Channel's  lovely  ozone  in  search  of  piscatorial  pleasures. 

Two  Nottingham  Wellington  anglers,  Messrs.  H.  Lewis 
and  G.  Bull,  on  June  17  caught  two  fine  barbel  in  the 
Trent.  Mr.  Lewis's  weighed  61b.,  and  Mr.  Bulls 
51b  14oz.  Two  otlier  well-known  members  of  the  same 
society  (Messrs.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  W.  Stevens)  have 
also  had  some  fine  takes  ;  weights  not  to  hand. 


Sir  Blundell  Maple,  Bart.,  M.P.,  who  has  given  to 
St.  Albans  the  Clarence  Park  and  Pavilions,  as  well  as  the 
"Sisters"  Hospital,  has  just  erected  a  Maple  Con- 
valescent Home  at  Harpenden  for  the  temporarily 
invalided,  and  almshouses  or  homes  of  rest  for  the  aged 
or  those  of  his  employes  who  may  become  incapacitated 
for  business.  On  the  ground  floor  of  the  Convalescent 
Home  there  is  accommodation  for  eight  male  persons,  a 
reading  and  writing  room,  and  a  private  room  for  conver- 
sations between  residents  and  friends  also  hot  and  cold 
bath  accommodation.  On  the  upper  floor  is  accommoda- 
tion for  twelve  females  and  a  private  sitting  room,  lho 
homes  of  rest  arc  seventeen  in  number,  and  may  be 
described  as  miniature  flats.  Sir  Blundell  is  investing  a 
large  sum  towards  the  endowment  ot  the  Homes  and  the 
Convalescent  Home. 



LoRi)  Inverurie  has  been  having  a  «' 'turn  "  among  the 
barbel  on  the  Thames.  His  sport  was  not  of  the  Jubilee 
order.    No  matter  !    His  lordship  will  be  amongst  them 
soon. 


The  prizes  won  in  Mr.  Eldridge's  competition  on  June 
20  will  be  distributed  on  Monday  evening  nest  at  the  Roto 
and  Crown,  Goswell-road. 

 >»♦■»<  

I  am  in  receipt  of  a  pressing  invitation  from  Mr.  A. 
Jardine  to  the  Serapis  banquet  on  Wednesday  evening 
next,  and  regret  being  unable  to  be  present  at  what  is 
certain  to  be  a  pleasant  function.  Fact  is,  I  am  not  yet 
"  on  the'  feed." 

Mr.  Chas.  Poole,  of  .the  Brompton  A.S.,  caught  a 
trout  of  441b.  at  Pangbourne  on  June  18,  whilst  roach  fash- 
ing.   Mr.  F.  W.  Anstiss,  of  Chelsea,  is  setting  it  up. 
)  »  1  *  c  ■ 

The  Royal  Aquarium  has  been  well  patronised  during 
the  week,  and  the  Jubilee  programme  of  seventy -nine 
"turns  "and  a  new  series  of  thirty-two  living  pictures 
has  been  a  pronounced  success.  The  pictures  alone  will 
well  repay  a  visit,  for  they  are  beautifully  painted  and 
admirably  produced. 

"  Harold  Quill  "  has  had  a  few  days  on  the  Medway, 
and  writes  me  as  follows  :  "  There  have  been  more  dis- 
turbances in  the  old  Med.  This  time,  it  would  appear  so- 
called  modem  improvements  are  at  the  bottom  ot  the 
mischief,  for  Messrs.  Arnold,  of  Paddock  Wood,  have 
recently  instituted  anew  steam  barge  of  extra,  draught, 
and  on  both  her  trips  she  grounded  up  Yalding  way. 
Therefore,  Teston  Lock  gates  have  been  opened  wide,  the 
river  at  Wateringbury  was  some  ten  feet  below  its  ordi- 
nary summer  level,  and  fishing  was  almost  dead  off— just 
because  they  wanted  to  deepen  the  river  bed  m  order  to 
let  that  steam  barge  have  free  access, 

"  On  Jubilee  day  the  water  began  to  rise,  probably  in 
order  to  join  in  the  general  rejoicings.  A  member  ot  the 
Clapham  Strollers  had  a  fairly  decent  catch  of  about  01b. 
of  roach,  unfortunately  losing  one  that  must  have  gone 
fullv  lilb.  All  things  considered,  there  were  very  tew 
auoders  fishing  the  stretch  between  Yalding  and  Teston. 
The  letting  off  of  the  water  has  caused  great  cracks  to 
show  themselves  in  the  banks,  and  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  some  decided  landslips  m  the  locality. 

"  When  I  went  into  Maidstone  on  Jubilee  night  what  a 
time  the  Maidstoners  were  having  !  The  town  was  fully 
decorated  in  tasty  style  and  the  fireworks  were  intended 
to  rival  the -Crystal  Palace  displays-only  they  didn  t. 
Bonfires  illumined  the  country  all  round,  and  when  I  went 
to  bed  I  dreamed  that  huge  conflagrations  were  burning 
up  all  the  specimen  fish  collected  by  all  the  London  clubs 
and  that  there  was  no  chance  of  quenching  the  burning 
because  there  was  no  water  m  the  dry  bed  of  the  River 
Medway.    I  think  it  must  have  been  the  cucumber  ! 

"And  when  you  get  talking  about  ideal  angling  hostelries, 
don't  forget  that  the  King's  Head  at  Wateringbury  is  1.1 
that  class  I  have  spent  a  few  quiet  days  jhere-a I  tco 
few  from  my  point  of  view-and  will  wager  that  in  the  0 
lays,  when  the  real  old-fashioned  inns  with  Vu» jreal  old 
English  cheer  are  dying  out,  or  becoming  cursed  with  that 
modern  enormity  the  '  Saloon  Bar,'  the  King  s  Head 
Sands  out  as  a  pface  of  the  right  sort  the  kind  ot  l.ouso 
that  is  beloved  of  anglers  and  all  honest  Mk,  ae  deal  old 
Izaak  Walton  might  say  to  host  Whitmoro  and  h  e 
charming  wife  and  daughters,  I,  in  the  language  ot  the 
poets,  lifts  my  sou'-wester  :  I  likewise  bow. 

 >»♦•»-<  

Mr  C.  L.  Mathews,  writing  front  Marlow.on-Than.es 
eaJe  "  Barbel  not  on  yet  ■  water  a  1  right  again  ;  chub 
tralore'  Mr.  Irvine,  of  the  Fly  Fishers'  Club,  Ac. ,  has 
feen  having  sport  with  them  in  the  intervals  ot  trout..,^ 
One  try  resulted  in  five  Mi,  weighing  UJlb.j  another 
time  eleven  fish,  271b  Mrs.  Irvine  as  "^-^Sjj 
caught  six  fish,  two  of  which  were  8jlb.  each.  Mot  a  baa 
beginning  by  any  means  !  A  71b.  trout  was  taken  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th." 

British  sea  anglers  were  strongly  in  evidence  during 
the  Jubilee  holidays  at  Deal.  Mr.  G.  Read  Clarke  saje 
the  town  was  prettily  decorated  and  gaily  illuminated 
The  chTdreif  were,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  presented  with  medals,  a  high  tea  (and  1 
hiih P jinks!)-,  the  boatmen  and  mariner,  with 
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"  drinks,"  which  may  also  have  been. high,  but  which  were 
quickly  lowered.  The  town  procession  was  joined  by  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Clarke,  W.  T.  Green,  and  the  Bishop  of  Litch- 
field in  their  open  landau,  dressed  in  their  oilskins — the 
B.S.A.  pennant  and  the  Union  Jack  flying — round  the 
town,  past  the  "North  Star"  (Ned  Hanger's),  B.S.A. 

headquarters,  to  Walnier,  in  a  shower  of  peas,  shot 

from  tubes!  As  for  the  fishing,  on  Wednesday  three 
rods,  and  the  boatman,  J.  Cook,  took  fifteen  score  two  fish 
— fourteen  scoro  fifteen  pouting,  five  dabs,  and  two  big 
doga.  The  next  boat  was  ten  score  ten  pouts  and  three 
dogs.  The  next  boat,  fisherman  and  man,  one  pout.  Mr. 
G,  Et,  Clarke's  boat  must  have  been  "  on  the  spot !  " 

 ; 

Anglers  visiting  the  River  Lark  will  do  well  to 
remember  that  the  shilling  daily  ticket  to  fish  the  water 
has  been  discontinued.  In  its  place  a  half-crown  weekly 
ticket  has  been  substituted.-  So  that  if  an  angler  from 
London,  or  any  other  long  distance,  cin  only  stay  a  day 
he  must  pay  2s.  6d.  for  his  day's  fishing.  The  committee 
should  know  their  own  business  best.  If  the  object  in 
raising  the  price  is  to. keep  the  fishing  select,  no  doubt  it 
will  become  particularly  so.  The  price  of  an  annual  ticket 
is  five  shillings. 


It  was  my  intention  to  ask  Mr.  W.  Howlett,  the  general 
secretary  to  the  Lark  Preservation  Society,  why  the  com- 
mittee had  decided  upon  this  alteration  ;  but  he  was  so 
full  of  business  in  connection  with  the  Queen's  Diamond 
Jubilee  Commemoration,  that  I  refrained.  Perhaps  he 
will  "  drop  a  line."  The •  Mildenhall  and  Barton  people 
made  a  grand  show  with  their  bicycle  parade,  swimming 
matches,  tug-of-war,  races  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  hurdle  races,  donkey  races, 
torchlight  procession  ;  culminating  in  a  big,  blazing  beacon 
lire  on  chalk  hill,  and  a  really  grand  display  of  fireworks. 
But  the  feeding  of  between  400  and  500  people  in  a 
magnificent  tent  on  all  the  good  things  of  this  world,  was 
worth  journeying  some  distance  to  behold. 


The  recipients  of  the  bounty  were  not  the  halt,  the 
blind,  the  lame  (although  I  believe  all  three  were  actually 
represented) :  there  was  not  that  feeling  of  mixed  joy  and 
sorrow  as  our  beloved  Princess  experienced  when,  with 
tears  in  her  eyes,  she  was  present  at  the  People's  Palace 
on  Thursday  at  the  banquet  given  to  one  thousand  poor 
crippled  children.  The  bright,  cheerful,  heal  thy -looking 
faces  of  those  who  sat  down  to  roast  and  boiled  beef, 
choice  hams,  hot  new  potatoes,  pickles,  cheese,  salad,  and 
real  Christmas  plum  puddings — and  plenty  of  them — to 
the  sweet  strains  of  music,  waited  upon  by  the  elite  of  the 
neighbourhood — from  the  vicar  downwards — was  really  a 
sight  worth  seeing.  Of  course  there  were  three  cheers  for 
the  Queen  !  And  of  course  the  National  Anthem  was 
turned  on  pretty  strong. 

 >  »»+  <  

After  tea,  and  cake,  and  bread  and  butter,  and  beer, 
and  baccy,  and  Jubilee  pipes,  and  Jubilee  mugs,  and  (yes, 
quite  right,  in  the  committee  tent)  sodas  and  whiskies  ! 
the  fragments  which  remained — enough  to  feed  another 
three  hundred — were  removed  to  the  school  house,  to  be 
distributed  to  those  whose  daily  fare  consists  chiefly  of 
bread  and  cheese  and,  onions.  All  honour  to  those  who 
assisted  in  making  happy  such  loyal  subjects  as  were 
assembled  at  Barton  on  '  Queen's  Day."  One  gentleman 
(Mr.  Parker,  of  the  Mill)  went  to  London  on  Monday; 
saw  the  Queen  on  Tuesday ;  assisted  in  the  rejoicings  at 
Barton  on  the  same  evening ;  stood  on  the  platform  at  the 
close  of  the  proceedings,  and  narrated  what  he  had 
witnessed  in  the  gay  city  with  all  the  eloquence  of  a  born 
journalist,  long  before  the  cry  was  heard  of  "  Yer  yar, 
sir;  hevenin' paper !  "  The  cheers  for  Captain  Howlett 
and  all  concerned  were  well  deserved. 

The  members  of  the  Brighton  Anglers'  Association, 
whose  headquarters  are  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  Queen's- 
roid,  Brighton,  are  getting  up  a  petition  to  bring  the  river 
Adur  under  the  pi-ovisions  of  the  Salmon  Act,  in  order  to 
stop  the  wholesale  destruction  of  fish  which  annually 
occurs  in  this  river  by  the  netting  of  it  by  a  few  un- 
scrupulous persons  who  do  it  for  so-called  sport.  Any 
clubs  that  would  like  a  copy  of  the  petition  sent  to  them 
for  their  members  to  sign  can  havo  same  by  applying  to 
the  secretary.  The  Brighton  Anglers  are  desirous  of 
having  the  co-operation  of  all  anglers  in  the  undertaking, 
as  the  Adur  is  one  of  the  most  prolific  little  rivers  in 
England.  The  petition  must  be  filled  up  and  returned  by 
.  the  middle  of  July  next,  so  that  early  application  should 
be  made  for  same. 


Visitors  to  the  Yachting  and  Fisheries  Exhibition  at 
the  Imperial  Institute  should  not  miss  the  opportunity  of 
inspecting  a  very  interesting  series  of  animated  photo- 
graphs, which  are  being  exhibited  in  the  east  quadrangle, 
near  the  diver's  tank ;  several  of  the  pictures  shown 
cannot  be  seen  elsewhere,  having  been  especially  photo- 
graphed for  this  exhibition.  Amongst  these  should  be 
mentioned  the  two  pictures  of  the  yacht  Britannia, 
belonging  to  II  .R.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  first  of 
these  was  photographed  on  the  deck  of  the  yacht  wrjilst  it 
was  being  towed  out  of  the  harbour  at  Nice  on  the  nfbrning 
of  April  0  last,  prior  to  the  race  with  Ailsa.  Whilst  the 
photographs  were  being  taken,  H.R.H.  the  Prince  of 
Wales  was  good  enough  to  promenade  the  dock  with  Capt. 
the  Hon.  Seymour  Fortescue,  II. N.,  thus  enabling  the 
photographer  to  secure  very  good  portraits ;  in  fact,  in 
the  oase  of  H.R.H.  it  may  literally  be  called  a  "  speaking 
likeness,"  as  the  lips  of  the  Prince  can  be  observed  in 
motion  whilst  conversing  with  Capt.  Fortescue.  To  produce 
this  picturo  I  understand  that  upwards  of  3000  minute  pho- 
tographs had  to  be  taken,  oach  photograph  in  the  original 
being  about  the  sine  of  a  penny  postage  stamp  ;  theso 


photographs  being  secured  at  the  rate  of  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  per  second,  and  reproduced  at  the  same  rate. 
The  whole  3000  were  taken  in  about  two  minutes,  which 
is  the  time  occupied  for  passing  the  film  containing  the 
photograph-  through  the  projection  machine  which,  by 
means  of  a  very  powerful  lens  magnifies  these  photographs 
upwards  of  10,000  times  their  original  size,  nearly  covering 
a  screen  10ft.  square.  The  second  of  the  pictures  shows 
the  Britannia  and  other  yachts  returning  from  the  race, 
the  Britannia  being  towed  by  a  steamer  into  the  harbour. 
Amongst  other  pictures  deserving  special  notice  should  be 
mentioned  the  "Rough  Sea  at  Brighton,"  in  which  the 
tempestuous  waves  are  seen  dashing  against  the  sea  wall 
and  breaking  over  the  parade. 


"The  Juvenile  Fete  of  Flowers  at  Nice"  is  a  very 
charming  picture,  in  which  is  shown  a  long  procession  of 
vehicles  of  various  kinds,  and  children,  dressed  in  all  sorts 
of  fancy  costumes,  are  pelting  each  other  with  flowers. 
The  donkeys,  ponies,  and  the  vehicles  are  decorated  pro- 
fusely, and  the  scene  altogether  is  very  animated  and 
amusing.  "A  Troop  of  Cavalry"  crossing  a  river,  in 
which  both  men  and  horses  are  observed  swimming,  is  also 
very  good.  But  perhaps  the  "Diving  Scene"  in  one  of 
the  public  baths  at  Turin  excites  most  applause,  as,  after 
this  picture  has  passed  across  the  scene  in  the  ordinary 
manner,  it  is  suddenly  reversed,  and  the  divers  are  made 
to  perform  some  very  extraordinary,  and,  in  fact,  utterly 
impossible  feats.  The  shouts  of  laughter  and  applause 
which  usually  greet  this  picture  indicates  how  greatly  the 
audience  appreciate  this  little  diversion.  I  cannot  refer  in 
detail  to  the  many  other  pictures,  all  of  which  are 
excellent,  but  should  like  to  mention  the  fishery  lectures, 
which  are  given  twice  daily  in  the  same  room  in  which  the 
"  Animated  ;  Photographs  "  are  shown.  These  lectures 
are  free,  and  are  illustrated  with  some  very  fine  lantern 
slides,  the  subjects  treated  of  being  "The  Scotch 
Fisheries,"  "  The  Irish  Fisheries,"  The  North  Sea," 
and  "The  English  Channel  Fisheries";  also  "The 
Whitstable  Oyster  Fishery"  and  "The  Salmon  Fishery 
of  British  Columbia." 


Fish  out  of  Water. 
The  Oyster  :  ."  Ta-ta,  Coddy ;  meet  you  on  the  table  to-night  ? " 
The  Cod:  "  What  sauce !  " 

 >»♦♦<  

This  is  from  "  The  Open  Boat,"  by  Stephen  Ci-ane,  in  the 
June  Scribner's  :  "  In  the  meantime  the  oiler  rowed,  and 
then  the  correspondent  rowed,  and  then  the  oiler  rowed. 
GreyTaced  and  bowed  forward,  they  mechanically,  turn  by 
turn ,  plied  the  leaden  oars.  The  form  of  the  lighthouse 
had  vanished  from  the  southern  horizon,  but  finally  a  pale 
star  appeared,  just  lifting  from  the  sea.  The  streaked 
saffron  in  the  west  passed  before  the  all-merging  darkness, 
and  the  sea  to  the  east  was  black.  The  land  had  vanished, 
and  was  expressed  only  by  the  low  and  drear  thunder  of  the 
surf.  If  I  am  going  to  be  drowned — if  I  am  going  to  be 
drowned  — if  I  am  going  to  be  drowned,  why,  in  the  name 
of  the  seven  mad  gods,  who  rule  the  sea,  was  I  allowed  to 
come  thus  far  and  contemplate  sand  and  treos  ?  Was  I 
brought  here  merely  to  have  my  nose  dragged  away  as  I 
was  about  to  nibble  the  sacred  cheese  of  life  ? 

 »-•-♦-•-<  

"  The  patient  captain,  drooped  over  the  water  jar,  was 
sometimes  obliged  to  speak  to  the  oarsman.  '  Keep  her 
head  up  !  Keep  her  head  up  ! '  '  Keep  her  head  up,  sir.' 
The  voices  were  weary  and  low.  This  was  surely  a  quiet 
evening.  All  save  the  oarsman  lay  heavily  and  listlessly 
in  the  boat's  bottom.  As  for  him,  his  eyes  were  just 
capablo  of  noting  the  tall  black  waves  that  swept  forward 
in  a  most  sinister  silence  save  for  an  occasional  subdued 
growl  of  a  crest.  The  cook's  head  was  on  a  thwart,  and 
he  looked  without  interest  at  the  water  under  his  nose. 
He  was  deep  in  other  scenes.  Finally  he  spoke.  1  Billie,' 
he  murmured,  dreamfully,  '  what  kind  of  pie  do  you  like 
best?'" 

>  »  »  »  <  

An  interesting  jubilee  celebration  took  place  on  June  11 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tweed  opposite  Ashiestiel,  the  early 
home  of  Sir  Walter  Scott.  On  June  11,  1847,  about  a 
score  of  Edinburgh  mon,  fond  of  "  fishing  with  an  angle," 
but  all  now  passed  away,  met  and  resolved  to  form  a  fishing 
club.  In  this  way  began  the  Edinburgh  Angling  Club — a 
club  popularly  known  as  the  "  Nest  — which  has  since 
classed  among  its  members  many  of  Edinburgh's  best  known 
citizens,  among  whom  may  be  named  Shoriff  Arkley, 
Mr.  Kenmure  Maitland,  Professor  Henderson,  Mr.  liussol, 
of  tho  Scotsman ;  Mr.  Charles  Morton,  and  Dr.  Walter 
Scott  Dalgleiah.  Soon  after  its  institution  the 
club  rented  a  fishing  on  the  Tweed,  and  acquired 
as  their  fishing  quarters  a  cottage  at  Fornioloe,  near 
Yair  Bridge,  about  three  miles  above  Galashiols,  which 
became  the  scone  of  many  a  delightful  meeting. 
Tho  usual  loyal  toasts  were  proposed  from  the  chair,  and, 
in  giving  "The  Queon;"  Mr.  Eraser  said: — "As  loyal 
subjects,  our  first  toast  is  tho  Queen — a  toast  that  is  always 


received  with  enthusiasm.  On  the  present  occasion  we 
have  special  pleasure  in  responding  to  it.  In  a  few  dajs 
the  Queen  will  have  completed  the  sixtieth  year  of  her 
reign,  being  the  longest  reign  on  record,  and  representative 
men  are  arriving  from  all  quarters  of  the  world  to  he 
present  at  the  celebration  of  tho  event.  We  cannot  but 
feel  proud  that  we  have  a  Queen  who  is  so  universilly 
respected,  who  has  so  nobly  fulfilled  the  duties  of  her  high 
station,  and  who  has  always  enjoyed  the  respect  and  affec- 
tion of  all  classes  of  her  subjects.  We  trust  she  may  still 
be  spared  for  many  years — we  hope  for  another  decade — 
and  that  the  Edinburgh  Angling  Club  may  have  the 
pleasure  of  again  responding  to  this  toast  when  they  meet 
to  celebrate  their  diamond  jubilee."  The  Chairman  then 
called  upon  Mr.  Cooper  to  propose  the  toast  of  the  day, 
"  The  Edinburgh  Angling  Club,"  and  congratulated  him 
upon  bis  safe  return  from  the  colonies. 


Mr.  Cooper,  who  rose  amid  applause,  said  :  "  The  toast 
of  the  Edinburgh  Angling  Club  needs  no  commendation 
from  me.  1  might  mention  it,  and  sit  down."  But  he 
didn't.  Instead  he  gave  a  most  interesting  and  graphic 
account  of  the  work — and  play — done  by  this  society  during 
its  fifty  years'  existence,  which,  of  course,  is  too  long 
for  reproduction  here.  One  portion  of  his  post-prandial 
peroration  is  too  good .  to  miss.  He  went  on  to  say : 
"  Sometimes  I  have  heard  complaints  that  fish  have  grown 
fewer  in  the  Tweed,  and  unquestionably  the  number  of 
captures  recorded  in  later  years  as  compared  with 
those  before  1857  show  much  falling  off.  But  before 
1857  everything  that  took  the  hook  was  oarried  away 
when  once  it  had  been  got  to  the  bank.  Kelts  were 
along  with  clean  fish  ;  there  were  more  kelts  than  clean 
fish.  Bait  was  used,  which  is  not  used  now  ;  the 
worm,  salmon  roe,  the  minnow — all  were  in  common 
employment  at  all  times  of  the  year  before  1857.  The 
Tweed  Acts  put  a  stop  to  much  of  this,  and  since  then  the 
fish  actually  taken  from  the  water  have  been  supposed  to 
be  clean.  There  are  hints  in  the  records  that  even  after 
1857  kelts  were  carried  away ;  and,  whether  they  are  or 
not,  particular  members,  Fraser,  Russel,  Forrest,  and 
others  were  accused  of  taking,  them.  Of  course,  the 
accusations  were  made  in  a  spirit  of  good-natured  mischief. 


When  the  weather  is  right,  I  fish, 

And  I  sit  on  the  bank  and  gloat ; 
And  it  often  seems  that  I  dream  my  dreams 

As  I  watch  the  quivering  float. 
This,  of  course,  when  the  weather  is  right, 

But,  alas  !  for  my  rhyme  and  song, 
It's  a  dreadful  show  when  I  think  I'll  go, 

For  the  weather  is  always  wrong. 

When  the  weather  is  right,  I  fish, 

And  I  wish  it  were  always  so  ; 
But  the  cold  wind  blows,  and  it  reds  my  nose, 

Or  I'm  quite  upset  with  the  snow. 
Ah  !  if  only  the  weather  were  right — 

1  have  held  to  that  wish  so  long, 
But  the  fish  won't  bite  from  the  dawn  till  night, 

For  the  weather  is  always  wrong. 

Arid  the  folks  at  my  home  all  smile, 

And  whenever  I  come  from  the  fray, 
They  will  always  titter,  and  sometimes  twitter — 

"  They  wouldn't  be  caught  to-day  ?  " 
So  I'm  anxious  to  know,  you  know, 

And  I  hanker  with  hank  that's  strong  ; 
Is  it  ever  right,  from  the  dawn  till  night, 

Or  isn't  it  always  wrong  P 

When  the  weather  is  right,  I  fish, 

But  1  see  what  is  coming,  sure, 
I  shall  oease  to  fish  till  it's  what  I  wish, 

For  tho  weather  I  can't  endure. 
It  is  either  too  hot  or  too  cold, 

And  the  light  is  too  dull  or  strong, 
And  it  either  hails  or  it  rain  in  pails — 

For  the  weather  is  always  wrong. 

 >»»■»<  

A  correspondent,  writing  to  the  Dundee  Advertiser 
on  the  Congested  Districts  Board  in  Poorer  Ireland,  says  : 
"  On  the  Donegal  Coast  a  most  suqjrising  development 
has  taken  place  in  the  herring  fishery.  During  the  past 
year  various  Scotch  fish-curers  appeared,  and  on  several 
occasions  special  steamers  came  and  took  away  cargoes  of 
fish  or  lightly-salted  herrings.  Herrings  were  sold  at 
from  Is.  Od.  to  5s.  Gd.  per  long  hundred  of  120  fish,  and 
during  the  season  ending  January  it  is  estimated  that  the 
fishermen  of  Burtonport,  Arranmore,  and  Kincasslagh 
districts,  including  120  boats  and  (*>00  men,  have  earned 
about  £9000.  The  Donegal  fishermen  have  at  times 
obtained  better  prices  than  those  of  Aberdeen,  although 
the  latter  have  such  splendid  rail  and  steamer  transport 
facilities.  Last  soason  tho  '  Rosses '  fishermen  got  14s. 
per  cran  when  tho  usual  price  in  Abordeen  was  only  8a,  (i.l. 
The  organisation  which  has  made  such  rosults  possible  is 
due  to  recent  legislation  ;  and  in  the  course  of  a  tour  in 
Counaught,  which  has  included  over  150  miles  of  travelling 
on  the  roads  of  Galway  and  Mayo,  I  have  found  amongst 
those  competent  to  judge  a  hearty  recognition  of  the 
valuo  of  tho  work  recently  accomplished." 

 >  »  ♦  »  <  

F  On  Saturday  last,  in  order  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Jubilee  sightseers,  Mr.  W.  Craig,  the  well  known  fish- 
restaurateur,  of  184,  Fleet-street,  had  purchased,  in 
addition  to  scores  or  fine'ealmon,  one  of  fiUJlb.  He 
ohristenod  it  "  The  Monarch  of  the  Tay."  Tho  fish 
measured  47in.  ;  girth,  27in.  It  was  caught  at  Newburgh 
by  Shepherd,  and  consigned  to  Barber  and  Sou, 
Billingsgate,  and  weighed  at  tho  Finking  Gazette  otlico  in 
presence  of  Mr.  R.  B.  Marston,  and  Hk.uinkt. 
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THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


D.  SLATER, 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. 

Manufacturer  of  high-class 

RODS,  REELS,  &C. 

See  the  New  Nottingham  Keel, 

"THE  ZEPHYR," 

The  lightest  and  most  perfect  made. 


3iin.,  15s. ;  4in., 


Action,  3s 


16s. ;    with  Cheek 
extra. 


Also  the  FUTURE  SEA  REEL, 
6in.,  price  20s. ;  at  our  Exhibit  at 
the  Imperial  Institute. 


THE  BOOK  OF  ALL  BOOKS  ON 
PRACTICAL  FISHING. 

'  Every   «ader  of   the  Fishina    Gazette  should 
send  for  a  copy  of  Mr.  Henry  Coxon's  New 
and  Tackle- Illustrated  Work, 
A  MODERN  TREATISE  ON  PRACTICAL 
COARSE  FISH  ANGLING :  HOW  TO 
CATCH  FISH 
With  specially  'written  chapters  on  Trout  and 
Grayling  Fishiner.     The  author  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  Fishing  Gazette  and  Field  for  above 
twenty  years,  and  his  book  is  based  on  thirty- 
flve  years'  experience  as  an  all-round  angler. 
Price,  only  X/2,  including  postage. 
"It  is  the  work  of  a  thoroughly  practical 
angler,  and  is  well  worth  the  money  ."—Fishing 
Gazette:'  Jan.       1R97.    "Mr.  Coxon  writes  as 
one  with  authority,  and  does  it  admirably."— The 
Field,  same  date.    "  Practical  utility  is  the  key- 
note of  the  whole  treatise."— The  Angler,  same 
date. 

Mr  Coxin  is  the  inventor  of  the  celebrated 
(patent)  "Aerial"  Reel  and  the  unsurpassable 
(patent)  "Coxon"  Spinners  for  salmon,  trout, 
perch,  and  pike.   Address : 
Walton  Villa.  We  st  Bridgford,  Nottingham. 

SPECIMEN  FISH. 

Anglers    wishing    to  have  .  their  Fish 
Preserved  and  Mounted  in  first-class  style 
should  send  them  direct  to 

P.  W.  ANSTISS, 

Specialist  in  Fish  Preserving  and 
Mounting. 

CHARGES  MODERATE. 

FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  LINES, 
FLIES,  and  BAITS 

OF  THE  MOST  BELIABLE  QUALITY  KEPT 
IN  STOCK. 

3  yards  best  Gossamer  Gut  Casts, 
8d.  each. 

Best  Crystal  Hooks  on  Selected  Long  Gut, 
Is.  per  dozen. 
Can  now  be  obtained  at 

23,  FIRST  STREET,  WALTON  STREET, 

LONDON,  S.W. 


Benetfink  &  Co. 

The  Great  City  Depot  for  all  Fishing  Requisites. 

At  Lowest  Net  Cash  Prices. 

THE  BENETFINK  SPECIALITE. 

SELECTED  GREENHEART  SPECIAL 
GUINEA  FLY  ROD. 


10ft.,  lift.,  or  12ffc.,  Three  Joints,  Two  Tops,  Double  Brazed, 
Bronzed  Ferrules  and  Fittings,  Graduated  Winch  Fittings, 
Cork  Grip,  Landing  Handle  to  hold  the  Tops,  Rod  Spear,  in 
divisioned  bag  complete.  The  above  is  made  specially  to  our 
instructions,  and  customers  will  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  strongest 
and  lightest  rods  in  the  market,  and  of  exceptional  value. 
Highly  recommended.  Inspection  invited. 

KTEW  STOCK   JUST   TO  HASTD. 
SPANISH  SILKWORM  GUT. 


8in.         9in.        lOin.       llin.  12in. 

Trout,  fine   0/8   ...    0/11   ...   1/1    ...    1/3    ...    2/0  . 

Trout,  ordinary    0/7    ...   0/9    ...    0/11    ...    1/1    ...    1/6  . 

Medium    0/7   ...   0/  9    ...    0/11    ...    1/1    ...   1/3  . 

Lake   0/8    ...    Oil    ...    1/2    ...   1/4   ...   1/7  . 

Grilse    0/9    ...    1/  3    ...   1/  5    ...   1/7    ...    1/9  . 

Grilse,  stout   1/9    ...    2/6    ...    4/0    ...    4/6    ...    0/0  . 

Salmon,  light    2/6    ...    3/  0   ...   4/  0    ...    5/0   ...    6/0  . 

l.Oin.        16in.        17in.        18in.  19in. 
Extra  long,  fine  Trout..    4,6    ...    5/6    ...    7/0   ...    8/6    ...    9,0  . 
In  Hanks  of  100  Strands,  not  less  than  One  Hank  of  each  supplied. 

These  Prices  are  per  Hank,  according  to  length. 


13in. 
2/6 
,  2/9 
,  1/9 
1/11 
.  2/2 
,  6/0 
.    7,0    ...  - 

20in. 
.  10/6    ...  •  - 

Postage  2d. 


141n. 

3/0 
2/6 
2/0 
2/2 
2/6 


FOR  RODS,  REELS,  SILK  LINES,  CASTING  LINES,  FLIES,  HOOKS,  NETS,  BAITS,  &c. 

See  our  Illustrated  Catalogue.  Sent  Post  Free  on  application. 

89, 90, 107,  &  108,  CHEAPSIDE,  LONDON. 


JAMES  OGDEN. 

28,  WINCHCOMB  ST.,  CHELTENHAM, 

Practical  Angler,  Fly  Dresser,  and 

MANUFACTURER  OF  EVERT  DESCRIPTION 
OF  FISHING  TACKLE. 

Maker  of  High-class  Salmon,  Grilse,  and  Tront  Rods. 
No  connection  with  any  other  oerson  assuming  the  same  name. 

CAUTION— The  only  man  by  the  name  of  Ogden  engaged  in 
the  Fishing  Tackle  business  in  or  out  of  Cheltenham. 
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MACONOCHIES 

PATES  AND  CAMP  PIES. 
MACONOCHIES   ARMY  RATIONS. 

THE  IDEAL  LUNCH   FOR   FISHING  OR  YACHTING  PARTIES. 

A  thoroughly  Substantial  Meal  foe  two  or  three  persons  of  carefully  proportioned 
MEAT  and  VEGETABLES,  remarkably  well  Flavoured,  Full  of  Gravy, 
Specially  Prepared  for  eating  COLD,  or  can  be  made  HOT  ia  a  few  mmutes. 
If  cannot  obtain  from  your  grocer,  drop  us  a  Post-card,  and  we  will  forward  tin 

at  Wholesale  Price,  Carriage  Paid,  per  return. 

POTTED  MEATS,  GAME,  and  FISH  of  every  description. 
FINEST  PICKLES  and  WORCESTER  SAUCE. 
INDIAN  CURRIES  (FOWL,  RABBIT,  ftc). 
JAMS,  JELLIES,  and  FLAVOURING  ESSENCES. 

MACONOCHIE  BROTHERS,  131,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C. 


FOR  .   .  . 


SEA-SICKNESS 

The  only  Safe  and  Reliable  Preventive  and  Cure  Is 

CHL0R0BR0M. 

Sold  In  Bottles,  2s.  od.,  4s.  6d.,  &  7s. 

Maybe  obtained  of  all  Chemists,  or  of  the  SOLE  Proprietors 
and  Manufacturers, 

BURGOYNE,   BURBIDGES,   &  COMPY., 

12  &  16,  COLEMAN  ST.,  LONDON,  E.C. 
Pamphlets  on  application. 


Fishing  Tackle  Maker  to  H.R.H.  Princess  of  Wales. 

(late  Manaqev  to  11.  DVNHII.I  .) 
XXX,   J-CT1DD    STREJET,  ET78TOW 


The  «J.  R.  Patent  Eyed 

FLY  BOX. 

Each    Fly  separate    and  readily 
detached. 

This  invention  consists  of  an  ingenious 
arrangoment  of  springs,  whereby  each  fly 
is  hold  by  the  eye. 


NATURAL 


WING  TROUT  FLIES, 

2s.  6d.  per  Dozen. 

Very  Killing-. 
Stronger  than  Feather  Winged  Fl» 

\  id*  Testimonials. 


WIMBLEDON  LAKE 

Is  now  in  the  height  of  its  Summer  beauty  i  an  enjoyable  day's  fishing  in  a  loyejy 
'pot  within  fifteen  minutes  of  Waterloo.  Book  to  Wimbledon  Park  Sta  .on  The 
Lake  is  well  stocked,  and  fish  are  now  feed.ng  freely.  Prospects  of  spo.t  £OgOoa. 
The  charge  in  One  Shilling  per  day.  Punts  and  boats  on  hire.  ^  Quo.ts  and  Bowls 
provided  for  persons  using  the  Lake.    Dinners  and  Teas  at  tne  <  ottage. 

JOHN  GA.RLICK'  Proprietor. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


[June  20,  1897 


OPEN  ANGLING  COMPETITION  AT 
AMBERLEY.  ^ 
This  event,  the  first  of  the  present  season  promoted  in 
aid  of  the  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  and  Convalescent 
Home  funds,  was  successfully  decided  at  Amberley, 
Sussex,  on  June  20.  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge,  of  the  Rose  and 
Crown,  G os well-road,  so  well  known  in  connection  with 
the  Pulborough  and  Amberley  angling  excursions,  turned 
over  the  direct  management  of  the  competition  on  this 
occasion  to  Mr.  Frank  Vanhegan,  and  in  such  able  hands 
it  goes  almost  without  saying  that  the  affair  was  carried 
through  in  businesslike  style  and  without  a  hitch  of  any 
kind.  Owing  to  the  heavy  rain  of  Saturday  evening, 
however,  doubtless  at  least  a  hundred  anglers  who  had 
intended  to  fish  would  not  venture,  and  thus  the  entries 
were  much  below  the  number  anticipated.  Only  2G0  took 
part,  competing  for  a  series  of  forty-six  prizes,  three  of 
which  were  for  specimen  fish.  When  the  two  special 
trains  reached  Amberley  little  fault  could  be  found  with 
the  weather,  and  throughout  the  whole  of  the  day  gleams 
of  sunshine  were  visible  at  intervals,  whilst  a  fresh  and 
exhilarating  breeze  direct  from  the  coast  made  the  outing, 
especially  to  the  onlookers  and  the  ruialising  portion  of 
the  excursion  sts,  really  delightful.  The  anglers  had  not 
a  very  favourable  tide,  and  as  the  breeze  brought  the  water 
very  rapidly  up  on  the  turn,  few  fish  were  taken  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  day.  The  usual  routine  of  stamping 
the  competitor's  tickets  was  gone  through  at  the  Houghton 
Bridge  Inn,  and  at  four  o'clock  the  weigh-in  commenced 
in  the  large  room  adjacent.  Jack,  eels,  pope,  dabs,  bleak, 
and  gudgeon  were  barred,  and  the  aDglers  were  allowed  to 
fish  roving.  The  whole  of  the  entrance  fees  (without  any 
deduction)  will  be  given  to  the  funds  of  the  Anglers' 
Benevolent  Society.  The  following  anglers  and  angling 
societies  as  having  presented  the  whole  of  the  prizes 
deserve  special  mention  for  their  liberality  and  philan- 
thropic motives  :  Messrs.  A.  A.  Eldridge,  J.  Duke,  C.  Cun- 
ningham, F.  Vanhegan,  Rogers,  Clark,  Abbott,  J.  Fitsh, 

H.  Scott,  Conybeare,  Whitehead,  Gibbs,  Etherington, 
Stone,  J.  Greg.  J.  K.  Fitch,  Galloway,  S.  Hill,  H.  Smith, 
Jas.  Smith,  Harry  Patman,  Lidbetter,  Rowland  Hill, 
James,  Lander,  Johnny  Osborne,  A.  R.  Matthews,  Spar- 
row, Frank  Newton,  Musgrave,  F.  Thorling,  Minear,  J. 
Wigley,  G.  H.  Wood,  Tine,  Parkin,  Sowerbutts,  Peek 
and  Son,  Carter  and  Co.,  Globe  A.S.,  C.  Fletcher,  G. 
Plested,  Lincoln  A.S.,  and  the  Angler. 

All  things  taken  into  consideration,  the  show  of  fish 
was  highly  creditable,  and  speaks  volumes  for  the  river 
Arun,  than  which  there  is  no  more  prolific  tidal  angling 
stream  in  the  country.  Of  the  260  competitors,  sixty 
came  up  to  the  scales,  and  weighed-in  901b.  of  fish.  The 
first  prize  winner's  show,  Charley  Watling's,  was  very 
creditable,  he  having  121b.  OJoz.  roach  and  bream,  several 
of  the  former  over  lib.  each,  and  the  best  roach, 
lib.  7|oz.,  which  took  the  specimen  prize  for  that  species  ; 
Mr.  H.  Allen  took  the  best  bream,  21b.  3|oz.,  and  Mr. 
W.  Musgrave  the  largest  dace,  5|oz,  The  following  were 
the  first  forty-three  prize  winners  : 

I .  Charley  Watling  (Great  Northern  Brothers) 

2.  H.  Holding  (Peckham  Brothers)  . 

3.  James  Smith  (Bermondsey  Brothers) 

4.  W.  Musgrave  (St.  John's)  

5.  Johnny  Osborne  (Great  Northern  Brothers) 

6.  H.  Allen  (St.  Alban's)  .  ... 

7.  H.  Bailey  (Hoxton  Brothers!  . 

8.  H.  Dutton  (Great  Northern  Brothers) 

9.  W.  Gordon  (Wellington) 

10.  W.  Long  (Crown  and  Buckland) 

11.  Palmer,  iun.  (Anchor  and  Hopei 

12.  Jarvis  (Walham  Green) 

13.  J.  Foster  (Blackfriarsi   

14.  W.  Stone  (St.  Thomas's  I 

15.  T.  G.  Gibbs  (Peckham  Brothers) 
1C.  J.  Bell  (Hoxton  Brothers) 

17.  T.  Bowling  (Atchor  and  Hope)  ' 

18.  W.  G.  Alcock  (Brompton) 

19.  C.  Fletcher  (Central)  ...   

20.  F.  Lawrence  (Globe)  

21.  A.  Glass  (Peckham  Brothers) 

22.  G.  Ballinger  (Bermondsey  Brothers) 

23.  W.  Clapham  (unattached)  . 

24.  G.  Etherington  (Peckham  Brothers) 

25.  Geo.  Watling  (Amicable  Waltonians) 
-26.  A.  Glass  (Walham  Green)  

27.  A.  Cripp  (Amicable  Waltonians ) 

28.  E.  Vanhegan  (unattached)  . 
2!).  H.Kellett  (unattached) 

30.  H.  Templeman   

31.  Hall  (Brighton  Anglers) 

32.  T.  Austin  (Victoria) 

33.  Frank  Newton  (Hoxton  Brothers)  ... 

34.  T.  A.  Fitch  (Great  Northern  Brothers 

35.  G.  Bedford  (unattached )   

36.  R.  Walker  (Wenlock)   

37.  G.  Francis  (Great  Northern) 

38.  H.  Greenaway  (G.P.O.)    ...  • 

39.  C.  Abbott  (Eustonians)   

40.  P.  Logan  (Lychnobite)   

41.  G.  Howard  (Blackfriars)  ... 

42.  E.  Richards  (2nd  Surrey)  

43.  W.  Sparrow  (Convivial)  

Mr.  Charley  Watling  and  Mr.  Frank  Vanhegan  were  at 
the  scales,  Mr.  H.  Smith  booking  clerk,  whilst  the  com- 
mittee, including  Messrs.  J.  Gould,  G.  Plested,  J.  Piok- 
nell,  and  H.  Scott,  assisted  Mr.  Frank  Vanhegan,  Mr.  H. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  A.  A.  Eldridge  in  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  competition. 

The  presentation  of  prizes  will  take  place  at  a  smoking 
concert,  to  bo  held  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Funny 
Folks  A.8.,  Rose  and  Crown,  Goswcll-road,  E.C.,  on 
Monday  evening,  June  28  (Coronation  Day). 
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ANGLERS'  ASSOCIATION. 
Attended  by  representatives  from  thirty  clubs,  the 
June  delegate  meeting  of  the  above  association  wa3  held 
on  Monday  evening,  at  Foresters'  Hall,  Clerkenwell. 
The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Beckett,  vice-president. 
After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  had  been  read,  it 
was  resolved,  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Sparling,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Painter,  that  the  agreements  in  connection  with  the 
association's  new  waters  on  the  Stour,  Mole,  and  Wey  be 
executed.  With  reference  to  the  recent  destruction  of 
fish  in  the  Wey,  Mr.  Guppy,  the  association's  water 
bailiff,  wrote  to  the  effect  that  it  took  place  before  he 
could  reach  the  scene,  very  short  notice  having  been 
given  the  association  before  the  river  was  drawn.  With 
assistance,  the  keeper  saved  a  number  of  fish,  and  placed 
them  in  deep  water.  The  chairman  remarked  that, 
under  the  circumstances,  they  could  only  deplore  the  loss 
of  fish.  Cheques,  amounting  to  £96  16s.  2d.,  were  ordered 
to  be  drawn  to  discharge  current  liabilities,  £53  being  for 
rent  for  private  fisheries.  Mr.  Manning,  visiting  officer, 
reported  having  attended  the  Dalston  A.S.  visit,  eight 
clubs  being  represented,  and  having  also  opened  the  Lea 
Brothers'  A,B.S.  box,  which  contained  £1  Is.  Mr.  Painter, 
another  visiting  officer,  had  visited  the  Second  Surrey, 
and  reported  an  attendance  of  nineteen  clubs.  Mr.  R. 
Murphy  said  he  had  attended  the  last  meeting  of  the  unity 
council,  which,  he  said,  would  be  pleased  to  see  two  repre- 
sentatives on  it  appointed  from  the  association.  The 
chairman  said  he  thought  the  different  clubs,  rather 
than  the  association,  should  be  represented  on  the  council. 
That  association  had  done  all  it  could  to  bring  about 
amalgamation,  and  had  offered  to  make  many  sacrifices  in 
order  that  the  Central  might  join  hands  with  it.  They 
did  not  care  what  the  new  association  was  called,  as  long 
as  London  anglers  were  united,  but  as  the  Anglers'  Asso- 
ciation had  had  much  mud  thrown  at  it  in  its  endeavours 
to  promote  unity,  he  thought  it  was  time  for  it  to  stand  on 
its  dignity.  Those  who  belonged  to  the  association  were 
heartily  in  favour  of  amalgamation,  and  he  hoped  the 
clubs  would  all  send  representatives  to  the  council.  Mr. 
Murphy  thanked  the  chairman,  and  the  matter  then 
dropped.  In  reply  to  a  delegate,  Mr.  Ghurney  (secretary) 
stated  that  2640  railway  privilege  tickets  had  been  issued 
already  this  season,  or  about  200  in  excess  of  those  taken 
out  this  time  last  year.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  chairman 
closed  the  meeting.  Two  new  clubs — the  Battersea 
Piscatorials  and  the  Paddington  Rifles'  Angling  Society — 
have  lately  been  enrolled. 


NEW  SHANNON  ROUTE  FROM  ENGLAND. 

TO     KILLALOE,  CASTLECONNELL, 

AND  KILLARNEY. 
It  will,  I  feel  quite  certain,  prove  most  pleasant 
intelligence  to  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  English 
anglers  and  tourists  to  learn  that -the  Shannon  Develop- 
ment Company,  in  which  scheme  Lords  Howth  and  Mayo 
are  deeply  interested  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland,  are 
arranging  tours  to  the  above  delightful  angling  and 
pleasure  resorts  in  connection  with  the  Shannon  and 
Lough  Derg  passenger  steamers.  Directly  the  routes  are 
arranged  I  shall  tell  my  English  readers  all  about  them. 

S.  J.  Hurley. 


jlotta  (torn  \\i  iloxty. 

TnE  Jubilee  celebrations  have  been  the  all  absorbing 
topic  during  the  past  week.  Nearly  everybody  has 
gone  south,  and  those  who  have  stayed  behind  have  been 
engaged  in  processions  and  bonfires  at  home  and  distri- 
buting medals  to  the  village  children.  Angling  has  been 
at  a  discount,  and  even  the  gillies  have  been  on  "  strike  " 
against  appearing  at  the  waterside  in  anything  but  jubilee 
fashion,  so  that  the  occasion  might  be  duly  honoured.  By 
another  week,  however,  everything  will  be  again,  in 
working  trim.  _____ 

The  Dee  has  been  in  fine  ply  since  the  middle  of  the 
week,  when  it  got  a  much  needed  scour  out.  The  Don 
has  been  first  class  for  worming,  and  Bonie  splendid 
baskets  of  trout  were  got  on  the  side  streams. 

The  grilse  season  on  the  east  coast  is  to  be  a  downright 
failure.  This  is  the  evident  state  of  matters  at  present, 
unless  the  incoming  week  sees  some  change  for  the  better. 
The  season  is  already  far  spent,  and  yet  the  total  number 
of  grilse  up  to  date  is  insignificant  when  compared  with  a 
fair  average  season.  1 

The  Balmoral  waters  have  been  well  fished  during  the 
past  month.  Mr.  Murther,  who  is  attached  to  the  Munshi 
Abdul  Kerim's  staff  as  Indian  Secretary,  made  the  top 
score  of  those  about  the  Court,  and  had  not  one  blank  day 
when  out.  For  three  successive  mornings  Loch-na-Gar, 
Ben-na-Buird,  Ben  Avon,  and  others  of  the  Grampian 
range,  have  been  covered  with  snow.  This  gives  some  idea 
of  the  eccentricities  of  the  weather,  and  the  up  and  downs 
of  temperature  anglers  have  had  to  contond  with. 

Mr.  William  Park,  a  farmer  and  an  enthusiastic  angler, 
lost  liis  life  last  week  on  Loch  Strathbeg,  Crimond,  in  the 
north-eaBt  of  Aberdeenshire.  Ho  had  gone  to  arrange  his 
boat  for  a  sailing  and  angling  excursion,  and  in  some 
mysterious  fashion  met  his  death  by  drowning.  What 
makes  the  event  all  the  more  sad  is  the  fact  that  he  was  to 
have  been  married  on  the  following  day. 

The  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Fife  had  one  of  the  best 
trouting  seasons  they  have  as  yet  enjoyed  on  the  Duff 


House  water,  on  the  Deveron,  during  their  recent  visit  to-  «_ 
Banffshire.  Her  Royal  HighnesB  had  over  301b.  on  one-  '* 
occasion,  mostly  all  to  the  "  Professor." 

On  the  tidal  reaches  of  the  Dee  grand  baskets  of 
finnock,  scaling  three  or  .so  to  the  lb.,  are  being  got  daily. 
There  are  over  fif  ty  ticketholders  who  fish  these  waters, 
but,  of  course,  only  about  a  dozen  or  so  old  hands,  who  1 
know  their  way  about,  can  make  anything  like  a  basket  of 
more  than  a  dozen  or  so.  _____ 

In  spite  of  all  warnings  to  the  contrary  agents  will  \ 
continue  to  bolster  up  any  and  every  bit  of  water  which 
comes  into  their  hands  to  let,  and  anglers  will  continue  to 
be  victimised  as  long  as  such  work  is  not  shown  up  and  put 
a  stop  to.    Here  is  a  case  in  point. 



Last  year  the  Aberdeen  Harbour  Commissioners  realised 
the  fine  round  sum  of  £9931  from  tbeir  sales  of  salmon, 
grilse,  and  sea  trout,  being  £1000  better  than  the  average  ■ 
of  the  previous  ten.  This  year  they  are  already  some 
£2500  behind  last  year's  figure  at  this  date,  which  gives  a  j 
fair  index  of  how  matters  stand  with  east  coast  tacksmen 
in  general. 

The  Aberdeen  Rock  Fishers'  Association  numbers  over  I 
250  members.    There  is  a  second  association,  called  the 
Bon  Accord  Rock  Fishers'  Club  ;  and  yet  a  third  society 
but  a  few  miles  farther  south,  in  the  burgh  of  Stonehaven. 
Altogether,  the  "  Rockies  "  are  no  mean  class. 

Mr.  Arthur  Price,  Mr.  A.  Nuthall,  and  Mr.  H.  W. 
Higgins — three  well  known  London  anglers — have  been 
having  a  high  old  time  of  it  at  the  head  waters  of  the 
Dee  during  the  past  two  weeks.  One  day  out  the  first 
two  sportsmen  scored  a  couple  of  8-pounder3  apiece,  while 
Mr.  Higgins  had  a  glorious  basket  of  trout  to  the  Black 
Palmer.   

■"'1 ".  Kelson  has  been  improving  the  iron  of  the  salmon 
fly,  so  that  with  the  improvement  he  can  use  lighter  irons. 
But  in  his  lettsr  describing  it  he  mentions  "6in.  irons." 
Surely  thi3  is  a  slip  on  Mr.  Kelson's  part  ?  We  think  a 
4iu.  iron  an  extraordinary  size,  and  only  used  in  excep- 
tionally low  temperature  waters. 

The  past  sec  s  m  on  Loch  Tay  has  been  superic  r  to  a 
good  few  of  its  predecessors.  On  the  river  Tay,  however, 
matters  have  not  been  so  rife.  On  the  loch  357  fish  were 
landed,  ranging  from  71b.  to  331b.,  and  giving  an  average 
of  191b.   

The  best  season  on  the  loch  yielded  828  fish,  and  the 
worst  only  135.  The  former  was  1878,  and  the  latter  year 
1882.  The  past  spring  ranks  among  the  sixteen  good 
seasons  since  1873.  _____ 

The  heaviest  fish  (331b.)  was  killed  by  Mr.  Russell, 
Paisley,  in  February.  There  were  other  four  heavy  fish, 
ranging  from  311b.  to  331b.  Special  Scotch. 


provincial.  Botes 

BIRMINGHAM  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  very  unsettled  state  of  the  weather  has  prevented  a 
large  number  of  our  members  from  going  out.  Since  the 
opening  day  of  the  coarse  fishing  season,  wind  and  rain  on 
Saturday  and  Sunday  last  kept  a  large  number  of  anglers 
at  home,  but  I  hope  that  there  is  a  good  time  in  store  for 
us  yet.  I  have  seen  two  or  three  small  catches  of  roach 
and  perch,  the  latter  fish  being  all  in  good  condition,  but, 
so  far,  nothing  worthy  of  notice  with  respect  to  big- 
catches  or  decent  sized  fish  being  taken  has  been  brought 
before  my  notice,  with  the  exception  of  the  pike  taken 
from  Titford  Pool.  This  season  our  members  will  have 
several  fresh  fishing  grounds  opened  to  them  which  should 
be  productive  of  good  sport.  It  is  time  that  we  had  a  few 
fresh  places  to  go  to,  as  the  free  fishing  around  Birmingham 
has  been  overdone,  and  something  in  the  way  of  new  fish- 
ing grounds  is  required  to  keep  up  the  interest  of  the  sport. 
The  Rose  and  Crown  Society  fished  tbeir  Jubilee  contest 
on  Tuesday  last  at  Pershore.  The  contest  was  arranged 
by  W.  J.  Dance,  the  seoretary  of  the  society,  to  fish  for 
eighteen  English  silver  watches,  presented  by  the  host  of 
the  clubhouse,  Mr.  Harry  Hodgetts.  Other  prizes  were- 
given  by  the  members  to  the  value  of  £10.  The  oontest 
was  fished  under  the  association  rules,  and  was  of  two- 
hours'  duration.  131  members  competed,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  F.  Starsmore,  who  acted  as  referee. 
The  result  was  as  follows  :  1st,  H.  Medlicot,  nine  roach, 
31b.  ltoz.  ;  2nd,  T.  Faulkner,  lib.  15oz. ;  3rd,  Frank 
Marklow,  lib.  lOoz. ;  4th,  J.  King,  lib.  8oz. ;  5th,  A. 
Harrison,  lib.  5oz. ;  6th,  C.  Jarvis,  lib.  3oz.  The  prizes 
will  be  distributed  on  Tuesday  week  next  at  the 
clubhouse,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Gt.  Hampton-row. 
The  Oak  Society  fished  a  contest  at  Pershore  on  the 
samo  day  as  tho  Rose  and  Crown  fished,  the  result 
being  that  Mr.  Clem  Wainwright  secured  first  honours. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany do  not  wish  to  do  anything  detrimental  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  Birmiugham  Association  by  forcing  that 
body  to  take  in  new  clubs,  as  it  has  been  pointed  out,  next 
door  to  each  other,  independent  of  the  opposition  raised  by 
the  old  societies.  From  what  h»a  latoly  transpired,  I 
learn  that  the  company  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  allow  the 
association  to  retain  the  right  of  acoepting  new  societies- 


 ,  

465 


June  26,  1897] 


as  before,  but  in  the  case  of  a  new  club  being  formed  by 
persons  not  connected  with  any  other  club,  the  company 
says  they  should  be  admitted,  providing  they  are  a  reason- 
able distance  away  from  old  societies.  The  Birmingham 
Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  run  their  first  of  a  series  of 
special  trains  on  Tuesday  last  to  Pershore.  The  experi- 
ment was  a  decided  success,  as,  notwithstanding  the 
Jubilee  attractions,  near  upon  600  anglers  and  their  friends 
patronised  the  excursion.  The  discount  on  the  sale  of  the 
railway  tickets  will  be  added  to  the  funds  of  the  society. 
The  Birmingham  Anglers'  Benevolent  Society  will  hold 
their  annual  general  meeting  on  the  third  Thursday  in 
July  next.  Several  extra  donations  have  been  reserved 
for  their  challenge  cup.  The  A.B.S.  donation  boxes  have 
been  well  patronised  this  year,  and  a  good  sum  will  be 
handed  over  to  the  funds  from  this  source.  Theroich  are 
in  good  condition  in  the  Avon,  and  are  well  on  the  feed. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  chub. 

FROM  DERBYSHIRE, 

The  wet  and  unseasonable  weather  which  prevailed  last 
week,  up  to  Saturday,  put  a  stop  for  a  time  to  fly  fishing 
on  the  Derbyshire  streams.  _  Heavy  rains  disturbed  the 
waters,  which  were  much  discoloured ;  but  when  they 
had  settled  down  a  little  bottom  anglers  and  trollers  on 
several  of  the  streams  had  capital  sport,  and  good  baskets 
of  mixed  fish  were  made.  In  the  early  part  of  the  present 
week  the  waters  fined  down,  and  fly  fishermen  were  once 
more  enabled  to  pursue  their  angling  avocation.  There 
have  been  fewer  parsons  on  the  streams  this  week  than 

"there  has  been  for  some  time,  owing  perhaps,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  Jubilee  festivities,  which  have  kept  many 
fishermen  in  th;ir  own  districts.  Nevertheless,  the 
various  waters  have  been  pretty  well  patronised,  and  with 
more  settled  weather  the  number  of  visitors  is  daily  in- 
creasing. During  the  last  two  or  three  days  there  has 
been  a  fair  sprinkling  of  anglers  on  the  river  Dove,  and 
several  decent  baskets  have  been  made  on  the  reaches 
below  Happleton,  and  on  by  Hanging  Bridge  and  Norbury ; 
and  also  in  the  Dovedale  lengths  between  Thorpe  and 
Load  Mill.  Few  anglers  have  visited  the  upper  lengths  of 
Beresford  Dale  and  Hartington,  and  very  little  has  been 
done  there  ;  and  the  same  observations  apply  to  most  of  the 

-lengths  of  the  river  Wye,  the  exceptions  being  the  Litton, 
Cressbrook,  and  Miller's  Dale  reaches,where  some  tolerably 
fair  sport  has  been  had  by  several  anglers,  both  by  fly  and  by 
bottom  fishing  (where  permitted).  The  upper  waters  of  the 
Derwent  have  furnished  some  nico  lots  of  fish,  and 
bottom  anglers  and  trollers  have  done  fa'rly  well  there. 
The  best  sport  has  been  had  on  the  lengths  between  Lady 
Bower  Brook,  Bamford,  Mytham  Bridge,  and  Hathersage. 
The  Derwent  Valley  waters  have  also  yielded  several 
brace  of  fine  fish,  and  a  few  have  been  taken  on  the 
lengths  between  Calver  and  Baslow.  Some  of  the  anglers 
on  the  Chatsworth  reaches  of  the  river  have  had  tolerably 
good  sport,  and  several  decent  creels  have  been  made 
both  on  the  Chatsworth  Park  Waters  and  between  the 
South  Lodge  Bridge,  Beely,  and  Kowsley,  one  angler 
killing  six  brace  of  capital  fish  with  Ash  Dun  and  Bed 
Spinner  flies.  Several  good  lots  of  mixed  fish,  including 
some  fair  sized  grayling,  have  also  been  captared  by 
bottom  anglers,  baiting  with  maggots,  on  these  reaches. 
On  the  adjoining  DarJey  waters  there  has  been  but  a 
few  fishermen  on  the  upper  lengths  between  Rowsley  and 
Darley  Bridge,  and  only  small  baskets  have  been  made 
there.  Lower  down  the  sport  has  been  somewhat  more 
lively,  though  still  only  moderately  good.  The  Holmes- 
ford,  Watstanwell,  and  Alderwasley  lengths  of  _  the 
Derwent  have  furnished  several  small  creels  to  visitors 
there,  but  most  of  the  fi6h  have  been  taken  by  bottom 

'fishing  and  tiolling.  The  Ambergate,  Toad  Bridge,  and 
Belpar  Road  reaches  have  had  a  goodly  number  of  bottom 
ushers  and  trollers  from  Sheffield,  Nottingham,  and 
Derby,  and  some  very  fair  baskets  of  trout,  roach,  and 
chub  have  been  taken  by  them.  Derbyshire  streams  are 
now  in  excellent  condition  for  angling. 

FROM  THE  FEN  DISTRICT  (LINCOLNSHIRE). 

The  weather  is  all  that  can  be  desired,  excepting,  per- 
haps, that  it  is  a  little  too  hot  and  bright  for  successful 
fishing.  Tin  fen  rivers  and  drains  have  been  largely 
visited  this  week,  and  the  reports  show  that  our  anticipa- 
tions of  a  successful  season  are  likely  to  be  realised.  The 
weeds  on  many  diains,  which  are  hampering  operations, 
will  be  cut  during  the  next  few  weeks,  and  when  this  is 
done  angling  should  go  on  without  interruption.  A 
number  of  north  country  anglers  have  already  been  in  the 
district,  and  bream,  roach,  and  eels  have  afforded  capital 
spirt.  The  Witham  and  Forty-foot  are  rivers  usually 
well  patronised  in  the  early  weeks  of  the  season,  and  some 
splendid  captures  of  eels  are  frequently  mentioned.  By  a 
judicious  application  of  ground  bait  it  is  not  a  difficult 
matter  to  make  a  mixed  bag  of  71b.  or  Sib.  by  angling  at 
the  diain  ends. 

FROM  HULL  AND  DISTRICT. 

The  coarse  fish  aogling  season  opsned  in  this  district  on 
Wednesday  last  under  rather  an  unpleasant  aspect,  atmo- 
spherically speaking,  the  weather  on  that  day  being  very 
cold,  iwith  a  boisterous  wind,  nor  did  it  much  improve 
until  Saturday  ;  but  this  week  we  have  had  splendid 
summer  weather  so  far,  ani  a3  the  River  Hull  is  in  first- 
class  condition,  no  doubt  some  good  takes  of  roach  and 
dace  will  be  the  result.  On  the  opening  day_  a  few  good 
sized  roach,  and  in  fair  condition,  were  taken  in  the  lower 
portion  of  the  river,  but  the  best  results  on  that  day  were 
from  the  rivers  Ludd  and  Ancholme.  The  Wednesday 
A.S.  fished  their  first  match  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Brigg, 
and  had  very  fair  sport  considering  the  weather,  Mr.  H. 
King  taking  the  first  prize  with  41b.  3|oz. ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Wray  was  second  with  21b.  7ioz. ;  and  Mr.  W.  Chapman 
third  with  21b.  4oz.  The  second  prize  winner  had  a  nice  tench , 
which  scaled  lib.  8oz,    Tkj  Newington  Waltonian  A.S. 


THE  FISHING  GAZETTE 


fish  their  first  match  this  season  on  this  river,  at  Saxby 
Bridge,  to-day  (Saturday,  26th);  and  on  Wednesday  next 
(30th)  the  Universal  Angling  Association  will  open  their 
season  on  the  Ancholme,  at  Brigg.  The  Ancholme  Com- 
missioners have  issued  their  regulations  for  the  present 
season,  and  the  charges  for  angling  for  persons  who  reside 
three  miles  and  over  from  the  river  are  :  Daily  tickets, 
4d. ;  weekly  tickets.  Is. ;  season  tickets,  3s.  ;  and  for  per- 
sons who  reside  within  three  miles  of  the  river,  season 
tickets,  Is. ;  but  for  angling  for  trout  an  extra  licence  of 
2s.  6d.  for  the  season  will  have  to  be  taken  out,  or  a 
weekly  licence  of  Is.  extra.  The  commissioners  have  also 
arranged  to  have  a  large  quantity  of  fish  turned  into  the 
river  from  the  adjoining  drains,  which  are  at  present 
much  overstocked  with  fish.  The  Imperial  Angling  Asso- 
ciation fished  their  second  match  on  the  Market  Weightcn 
Canal,  at  Bromfleet  landing,  but  the  take3  were  very  poor. 
The  first  three  prizes  were  accredited  to  Messrs.  W.  Learie, 
J.  Brooks,  and  R.  Drewery ;  and  the  new  Hull  angling 
society,  the  Globe  A. A.,  fish  their  first  match  on  the 
canal  at  Newport  to-day  (20th);  and  the  Minerva  A.S. 
also  open  their  season  to-day  on  the  River  Ludd,  at 
Thoresby  Bridge.  The  Red  Lion  A.S.  fished  their  second 
match  on  the  River  Hull,  on  Swinemoor,  the  first  three 
prizes  being  taken  by  Messrs.  W.  Ledger,  W.  Dixon,  and 
A.  Clarke.  The  Inglemere  Ponds  at  Newland,  rented  by 
the  Hull  Angling  and  Preservation  Society,  are  well 
stocked  with  fish,  and  anglers  can  have  day  tickets  on 
application  at  6d.  each. 

FROM  THE  LAKE  DISTRICT. 

Copious  showers  of  rain  fell  in  this  district  from 
Wednesday  in  la3t  week  until  the  eve  of  Jubilee  day  in 
this  week.  As  a  consequence,  river  beds  have  been  well 
flushed,  and  are  now  in  good  condition.  The  lakes 
continue  to  be  well  patronised  by  anglers,  and  good  takes 
of  trout  and  coarse  fish  are  being  obtained.  Mr.  J.  Evans 
landed  a  pike  of  1741b. ,  besides  a  number  of  smaller  ones. 
Other  anglers  in  Keswick  waters  who  have  been  successful 
are:  Mr.  T.  Hodgson,  forty-three  fish;  Mr.  J.  Pearson, 
eighteen;  Mr.  J.  Cowperthwaite,  twelve;  Mr.  P.  Bell, 
twelve  ;  Mr.  Walker,  101b. ;  Messrs.  Rigg,  lSlb.  ;  Mr.  W. 
Stanley,  5lb.  ;  Mr.  W.  Cowperthwaite,  31b.,  &c.  The 
Lune,  Kent,  Eden,  &c,  are  also  affording  fair  sport  to 
fly  fishers,  Mr.  T.  Howe  on  the  last-named  river  having  on 
Thursday  and  Friday  takes  of  fourteen  and  twenty-eight 
trout  and  several  grayling';  Messrs.  T.  and  E.  Ellwood, 
thirty-two  and  twenty-six  trout ;  Mr.  Kennedy,  fifteen  ; 
Mr.  Laycock,  eighteen;  and  Mr.  W.  Thornton,  twenty, 
on  the  Kent. 

FROM  LANCASHIRE. 

Throughout  this  county  we  have  had  another  holiday, 
which  was  fully  utilised  by  fishermen,  who  said  "God 
save  the  Queen"  in  their  hearts  ;  and  many  would  not 
object  to  a  few  more  jubilees.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 
St.  Helen's  anglers  took  place  on  the  10th,  and  was  as 
usual  a  gcod  one.  It  speaks  well  for  the  executive  when 
they  are  elected  en  bloc,  and  heartily  at  that.  For  some 
time  they  have  been  a  bit  hampered  by  not  having  through 
bookings  to  stations  north  of  Wi^an,  having  to  take  out  an 
angler's  ticket  at  the  latter  station.  Unity  prevails,  how- 
ever, in  this  town,  and  a  united  front  has  been  presented 
to  the  railway  company,  who  have  at  list  granted  the 
bookings  as  asked  for.  They  have  an  excellent  prize  list, 
and  July  10  and  15  are  two  dates  already  fixed  for  contests. 
The  County  Palatine  Angling  Association  have  given 
strong  proof  of  their  intention  to  keep  the  question  of 
waters  to  the  front,  and  during  the  past  few  days  the 
welcome  news  is  published  that  suitable  waters  have  been 
secured.  Some  of  the  officials  and  members  had  a  day  at 
Mere  Mere  on  ' '  Jubilee  Day . ' '  One  dear  brotke  r  caught  a 
"  red.  face  " ;  it  would  have  got  him  passed  by  any  doctor, 
however  particular.  Encouraging  reports  are  to  hand 
from  the  Oldham  and  Stalybridge  Amalgamation  as  to 
their  present  position  and  prospects  for  the  ensuing  season  ; 
they  are  confident  of  good  results.  The  Ribble  continues 
to  afford  many  of  its  patrons  good  sport. 

FROM  MANCHESTER. 

Our  City  men  are  much  incensed  at  what  they  have 
found  out  respecting  netting  at  Northwich  by  the  locals- 
it  is  not  a  pleasant  experience  to  return  Ashless.  There  is 
a  strong  society  at  Northwich  who  ask  for  outside  support, 
and  it  is  their  duty  to  stop  their  fellow  townsmen  from 
transgressing.  A  few  more  case3  of  this  kind  and  coarse 
fishers  will  not  object  to  conservators  or  a  rod  tax  any 
more.  Mr.  A.  Ormrod,  last  Saturday,  took  three  nioe 
bream  weighing  141b.,  one  51b.,  and  two  4Jlb.  eich,  whilst 
fishing  at  Dogdyke.  Several  important  club  meetings 
have  recently  been  held.  The  Hulme  Crown  held  one  ; 
their  numbers  are  a  trifle  less,  but  the  quality  of  those 
left  fully  atones  for  any  diminution  of  the  roll-call.  Other 
societies  who  have  recently  held  business  meetings  of 
impoitmce  are  tb.3  Cambrian  and  Moss  Side  Socials. 
It  is  astonishing  how  a  trout  got  transformed  into 
a  chub  when  about  to  be  weighed  ;  but  fishermen  will 
joke.  This  must  not  be  mentioned  on  City  Road. 
Several  good  catches  are  reported.  Mr.  T.  Driver  leads 
with  several  good  baskets  obtained  during  his  visit  to 
Llanymynech,  one  trout,  lfclb.,  and  several  other  good 
ones  a  trifle  of  ounces  smaller.  Mr.  L.  Hall,  in  the  same 
district,  was  responsible  for  the  death  of  a  lot  of  good 
perch  and  chub.  Mr.  F.  Morton  and  friend,  at  a  popular 
resort,  report  a  nice  lot  of  jeek  in  ^ood  condition.  Mr. 
W.  Hoggarth.Swinton,  is  credited  with  many  brace  of  fine 
trout  also  from  North  Wales.  The  members  of  the 
Hulme  Ellesmere  do  not  speak  in  raptures  of  the  sport 
obtained  by  them  at  Llan-Saint-Frydd.  Messrs.  Hender- 
son and  Wyke  are  away  on  the  Dove  recruiting  after  a  lot 
of  extra  work  in  connection  with  the  Jubilee.  Match 
fishing  lias  started  in  a  bold  way  on  every  hand,  and  from 
every  quarter  we  hear  of  matches.    Some  limit  will  have 


to  be'  put  to  matches  on  the  Worsley  Canal,  or  on  some 
days  individual  fishermen  will  be  complaining  of  the  bank 
length  taken  up  with  matches.  This  canal  is  fishing 
better  than  it  usually  does  so  early  on  in  the  season. 

FROM  NOTTINGHAM. 

Since  Monday  our  anglers  have  had  Queen's  weather, 
and  they  have  not  been  slow  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
Jubilee  holidays.  Hundreds  have  visited  various  reaches 
of  the  Trent,  and  not  a  few  have  made  fair  baskets  of 
roach,  bream,  dace,  and  chub.  The  last  named  have 
preferred  a  bunch  of  gentles  to  the  caddis  grub,  which 
is  now  growing  rather  scarce.  At  Colwick,  Mr.  W.  Parr 
has  killed  some  grand  samples  of  chub,  not  only  with 
gentles,  but  with  the  fly ;  ardat  Wilford,  Mr.  F.  A.  Adam- 
son  has  whipped  the  streams  for  dace  and  chub  with 
most  gratifying  results.  On  Tuesday  morning,  the 
weather  being  of  a  "muggy"  order,  dace  were  found  to 
rise  to  almost  every  cast  made.  Fly  fishers  are  increasing 
on  our  river  in  this  district.  Miscellaneous  lots  of  fish 
have  been  brought  in  from  Weston  and  King'8  Mills,  and 
on  the  second  day  of  the  season  at  Shardlow  two 
magnificent  barbel  were  caught  by  Mr.  H.  Lewis  and  Mr. 
E.  Bull,  of  the  Wellington  Society.  The  fish  came  at  the 
worm,  on  ledgering  tackle,  and  weighed  :  Mr.  Lewis's, 
Gib.  5oz. ;  and  Mr.  Bull's,  51b.  14oz.  Remarkable  to  say 
both  were  killed  on  the  rod  of  a  friend  who  had  strolled 
away  from  the  swim  for  a  "Diamond  Jubilee  drink"  in 
advance.  I  hear  that  Mr.  F.  W.  K.  Wallis  and  Mr.  W. 
Stevens  have  each  creeled  a  barbel  or  two  on  the  same 
stretch  of  river.  At  Avesham  the  members  of  the 
Shoulder  of  Mutton  Association  have  fished  their 
inaugural  match  of  the  season.  Twenty-two  competed, 
and  the  prize  winners  were :  First,  Mr.  W.  Griffiths, 
lib.  9oz. ;  second,  Mr.  G.  Beals,  lib.  5oz.  ;  third,  Mr. 
R.  H.  Jackson,  lib.  3|oz. ;  fourth,  Mr.  A.  Widdowson, 
lib.  3Joz.  The  takes,  it  will  be  noticed,  were  small. 
The  Waltonian  Society  have  also  tried  conclusions  in  the 
Fiskerton  district.  Nottingham  has  been  honoured  with 
the  rank  of  "  city,"  and  everybody,  anglers  especially, 
are  delighted  with  the  honour  conferred  on  the  dear  old 
town — "the  Queen  of  the  Midlands."  On  Wednesday 
the  Trent  was  running  in  splendid  ply  for  all  descriptions 
of  angling. 

FROM  SHEFFIELD. 

Sheffield  railway  stations  presented  a  busy  scene  this 
week-end,  thousands  of  anglers  having  hurried  away  to 
Lincolnshire  and  Nottinghamshire  to  try  their  favourite 
waters  so  long  debarred  to  them.  As  is  the  case 
every  year,  the  opening  of  the  coarse  fishing  season  was 
looked  forward  to  with  deep  interest,  and  anglers  were 
anxious  to  see  for  themselves  what  the  prospects  of  sport 
actually  were.  From  what  I  hear,  they  were  in  most 
respects  amply  satisfied.  As  is  usually  the  case  at  the 
opening  of  the  season,  the  fish  are  not  in  perfect  con- 
dition, but  this  will  not  take  long  to  remedy.  On  the 
subject  of  quantity  and  quality  there  is  no  complaint  to 
make,  and  the  prospects  of  sport  are  admirable.  Bream 
are  the  most  advanced,  and  already  have  provided  excellent 
sport  for  some  anglers.  There  is  not  so  much  to  complain 
about  respecting  weeds.  The  Witham  has  already  fished 
well,  and  it  is  noticeable  that  the  fish  are  in  better  condi- 
tion than  those  in  the  drains.  Fishing  at  Dogdyke  this 
week,  Mr.  Charles  Whiteley  grassed  90Jb.  of  roach  and 
bream,  which  were  in  very  fair  condition.  The  bream 
were  very  good  fish,  and  prove  that  there  is  good  sport  in 
prospect.  At  Bardney,  another  catch  included  a, 
bream  of  41b.,  and  six  scaling  about  3 Jib.  each.  Big 
catches  were  not  general,  however.  But  little  has  been 
done  by  trout  anglers  recently,  and  doubtless  the  commence- 
ment of  the  coarse  fishing  has  pi-oved  too  attractive  for 
many.  The  fly  has  done  better  on  Dam  Flask  than  for 
many  seasons,  and  some  good  trout  have  also  been  gained 
by  bottom  fishing. 

FROM  WORCESTER  AND  DISTRICT. 

Since  Sunday  the  weather  has  been  exceedingly  hot,  and 
few  would  care  to  fish  in  the  blazing  sunshine  of  the  past 
two  days.  On  Monday  the  weather  was  all  an  angler 
could  wish,  warm  and  cloudy,  and  any  quantity  of  fish  on 
the  top  of  the  water,  which  in  the  rivers  Severn  and  Teme 
is  very  low  indeed  ;  the  fly  went  capitally,  and  very  good 
baskets  of  dace,  trout,  and  a  few  grayling  were  taken.  In 
the  Teme,  Orl,  Blue  Dun,  Yellow  Dun,  spinners,  and 
gnat  s  being  used ;  bat  most  of  tho  dace  were  taken  with 
the  gnat,  and  the  grayling  took  the  Wickham  Fancy.  The 
bottom  fishermen  have  also  had  good  sport  in  tho  Severn  - 
and  Avon  with  the  paste  and  maggot,  and  a  fino  lot  of 
roach  and  chub  have  been  taken  ;  but  some  grand  catches  of 
trout  and  dace  have  been  had  in  the  Teme  with  the  maggot. 
The  best  catches  of  the  week  which  I  have  heard  of,  or 
seen,  are  121b.  by  Mr.  Preeee,  at  Martley  ;  twelve  and  a 
half  brace  fine  trout,  killed  by  Mr.  Martin  Perks,  president 
Worcester  Association;  and  12ilb.  of  chub  by  Mr. 
Cooper  under  three  hours  (fishing  against  time).  The 
Malvern  Anglers  have  also  had  grand  sport  among  the 
trout  in  their  private  water.  The  Worcester  Angling 
Club  had  their  first  competition  of  tho  season  in  the 
club  water,  Lower  Teme,  on  Thursday  last.  Sport 
was  fairly  good  considering  the  weather,  tho  fish  pr.nci- 
pilly  faken  being  chub.  First  prize,  Mr.  Cooper ;  second, 
Mr.  White;  third,  Mr.  Painting;  fourth,  Mr.  Warner. 
The  competition  between  the  Worcester  and  Kilder- 
minster  Angling  Associations  on  July  17,  for  tho  bicycle 
given  by  the  Kidderminster  Cycle  Compiny,  and  which  is 
to  be  fished  on  the  grounds  of  Jas.  Best,  Esq.,  Holt  Castle, 
is  causing  a  great  deal  of  interest.  A  special  meeting  of 
tho  delegates  from  tho  Worcester  clubs  meet  at  the 
Berkeley  Arms,  Bank-street,  on  Friday  evening,  to  go 
through  the  rules  and  make  final  arrangements,  so  far  as 
the  Worcester  anglers  are  concerned.  Everything  seems 
to  be  agreeably  settled  between  the  two  associations,  Tho 
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FIELD  MARSHAL  LORD  ROBERTS  ON  CAPTAIN  MAHAN'S  BOOKS. 

"They  all  knew  what  a  far-reaching  effect  *The  Influence  of  Sea  Power  upon  History*  had  had.  It  was  a  great 
ftoo^V^/^rriSii'/i^^V^^J^r^8*  history,  and  so  convincing  in  its  arguments  even  to  the  dullest  understanding, 
that  IT  AROUSED  the  WHOLE  NATION,  and  mide  them  determine  that,  whatever  the  cost,  our  Navy  should  be  main  tained 
at  a  proper  level  of  preparedness,  so  that  our  command  of  the  sea  should  ever  remain  unquestioned:" 

From  the  Speech  of  Field  Marshal  Lord  Roberts  at  the  Booksellers'  dinner,  May  8,  1897. 
iKTo-w    Ready    at    all    Bookaellera'    and    the  Litorariea. 

CAPTAIN   A.  T.   MAHAN'S   NEW  WORK. 

THE  LIFE  OF  NELSON.  The  Embodiment  of  the  Sea  Power  of  Great  Brita' 

2  vols.,  demy  870.,  Illustrated  with  many  Photogravure  Portraits,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  36s.  net. 
"Must  henceforth  become  one  of  the  greatest  of  naval  classics.    ...   By  far  the  best '  Life  of  Nelson '  that  has  ever  been  written  "—Times 

"  A  carefully  planned,  skilfully  executed,  and  withal  elaborate  portraiture  of  the  life  and  character  of  the  greatest  of  our  naval  heroes      '         This  ?reat  work  ' 
"A  great  biography,  and  one  to  be  read  by  all  men."— Spectator.  "  Destined  to  take  its  place  among  the  foremost  biographies  of  any' literature  "-Graphic 


-Atfienceum. 


tooksellers'. 


Volume  Z.  now  Ready,  at  all 

THE   ROYAL  NAVY.     A  History  from  the  Earliest  Times  to  the  Present. 

By  WM.  LAIRD!  CLOWES,  Fellow  of  King's  College,  London.     Assisted  by  Sir  C.  R.  MA.RKHAM,  K.C.B.,  P.R.G.S. ;  Captain  A.  T.  MAHAN,  U.S.N.  ; 
Mr.  H.  W.  WILSON ;  &c.         5  vols.,  with  numerous  Illustrations,  royal  8vo.,  cloth  extra,  25s.  each  net. 
The  First  Volume  of  the  History  brings  the  narrative  to  the  Beign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
••  He  has  produced  an  Indispensable  and  standard  work."— Standard.  "  Everywhere  the  book  affords  evidence  of  painstaking  research."— Morning  Post. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Limited,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E  C. 


GUIDE  TO  PISHING  TACKLE  MAKERS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


Aberdeen. — Wk.  Beown,  64,  George-st. 


Alnwick. — Habdt  Bbos.,  L.  ft  N.  British 
Works.  

Ampthill. — Ed.  White,  Market. 

Andover,  Hants. — E.  Chamberlain. 

Ashbourne. — D.  and  W.  H.  Foster. 


Barnstaple,  N.  Devon.— J.  Rowe,  62, 

 High-street.  

Beccles — R.  Tilnet  ft  Son. 


Belfast  — J.  Braddell  ft  Son,  21,  Castle- 
place. 


Biggleswade.— H.  W.  Morgan,  Bridge 
House  Inn. 

Birmingham. — Samuel  B.  Allpobt, 
50,  Whittall-street. 
C.  Bowler,  9,  Thomas-st.,  Vaughan-st. 
T.  Heath,  52,  Alma-street,  Aston. 
Reuben  Heaton,  161-5,  Hospital-st. 
J.  Keeling,  7,  Digbeth. 
James  Morgan,  2£,  Aston-road. 
W.  Newell,  11,  Great  Western  Aroade. 
Nutting  &  Co.,  70,  Edgbaston-street. 
J.  Powell,  40,  St.  Paul's-sqnare. 
W.  H.  Ryder  &  Sons,  33-36,  Slaney-at. 
Wm.  Sternberg,  43,  Soho-hill. 


Bishop  Auckland  — W.  J.  Cummins, 

Fishing  Rod  and  Tackle  Works. 
Blackburn. — James  GREGSON,Ponny-gt. 
Bolton.— W.  Bleakley,  83,  Newport-at. 

Bridgend.— R.  H.  Dyer,  19  ft  20,  Queen- 
 street. 

Bridport. — Joseph  Gundry  ft  Co.,  Net, 
Line,  and  Twine  Manufacturers. 
William  James. 
George  Kenway. 
W.  Tucker,  Manufacturer. 

Builth  Wells— Septimus  Price,  12, 
Hisrh-street. 

W.  B.  Roberts,  Anglers'  Depot. 

Burton  -  on  -  Trent.— T.  Horne,  106, 

High-street. 
Buxton,  Derbyshire— J.  Banks,  37, 

 Spring-gardens. 

Cardiff.—  E.  Richardson,  "Silver  Fish/' 
Bridge-street. 
William  Dayies,  257,  Cowbridge-road. 
Carlisle. — R.  Strong,  Castle-street. 
Castle  Connell.— J.  Enbight  &  Sons. 

Cheltenham.— James  Ogden,  28,  Winoh- 
oomb-street. 
Ogden  ft  Scotford,  Pittville.  [Whole- 
sale  &  Retail.] 

Chudleigh,  Devon  —  J.  B.  Truman. 

Clitheroe.— Thomas  Robinson,  3,  Wea- 
 leyan-road.  

Darlington.— J-  f.  SMrrHit. 

Derby.— T.  Simpson,  55,  Carrington-at. 


Dublin— C.  Weekes  A  Co.,  26  ft  27, 
 Essex-quay.  [Wholesale  ft  Retail.] 

Eton. — B.  R.  Bambbidgb. 

Exeter.— W.  Osborne,  251,  High-street. 
E.  F.  Prickman,  12,  North-street. 


Exmouth.— Miss  Ellis,  Fly-Tier,  13, 
 Danby-terrace. 


Fairford,  Glos.— Samuel  Burge. 
PeltOU.— W.  Dobson,  West  Thurston. 

Great  Yarmouth— E.  Hannant,  102, 

Market-gates. 
H.  Salinger,  40,  South  Market-road. 

Hastings.— Dowsett,  A.  C,  10,  York 
Buildings. 


Cooke,   22$,  Maylord- 


Hereford— T, 

street. 

Hertford7— SiMSON  A  Co.,  Market-place. 
Hull.— H.  Booth,  21,  Paragon-street~ 

Hungerford.— Freeman  Bros.,  Bridge- 
street. 

Inverness.  —  J.   Graham  ft  Co.,  27, 
Union-street. 
D.  Watson,  19,  Inglis-street. 


Killamey.— T.  McCabthy,  Main-street. 

Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon— S.  Pebrott, 

109,  Fore-street. 

Kingsland,  Herefordshire,  R.S.O.— 

R.  T.  Williams,  Lugg  Cottage. 

Kingston-on-Thames— J.  R.  Richard- 
son, 67,  High-street. 
J^E.  Willinqham,  35,  High-street. 

Langholm. — Joe  Anderson,  59,  High- 
street. 

Leamington  Spa.— J.  Hobson. 

Leeds.— Linslby  Bbos.,  10,  Commeroial- 

street. 

Francis    M.   Walbran,    19,  New 
Station-street. 

E.  Laurence,  43,  Park-lane. 

Leicester.— R.  Flude,  5,  West-bridge. 

Leyburn.  Yorks.— J.  F.  Lyon,  Post 

Offioe. 


Limerick. — A.  Nestor,  George-street. 
[Wholesale  ft  Retail.] 

Lincoln.— Andrews  &  Parkinson,  36, 
Melville-street. 
J.  W.  Walker,  10,  Waterside.  

Liverpool.  —  W.    Ramsbottom,  14b, 
North  John-street. 
H.  Whitty,  15,  Basnett-street. 
R.  Whitty,  14,  Tithebarn-atreet. 

Llandovery,  Wales.  — Evan  Davies, 

High-street. 

London. — S.  Allcock  ft  Co.,  60,  Queen 
Viotoria-atreet.  [Wholesale  only.] 
T.  Aldrbd,  110,  Edgware-road,  N.W. 
Alfred  ft  Son,  20,  Moorgate-at.,  E.C. 


L  ondon —  Continued. 

Ben  Abrahams,  25,  Silver- street,  Not- 
ting  Hill. 

W.  Bartleet  ft  Sons,  11  &  12,  Gold- 
smith-street, Wood-9treet,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  only.] 

J.  Bernard  ft  Sons,  5,  Churoh-plaoe, 
Piccadilly. 

Mrs.  L.  J.  Brocas,  Fly-Tier,  5, 
Roohester-row,  S.W. 

C.  J.  Brown,  7,  Walton-street,  S.W. 

Mrs.  A.  Bulmbr,  62,  Wanda  worth-road, 
S.W. 

Carter  ft  Co.,  137,  St.  John-atreet- 
road,  E.C.  [Town. 

R.  Dillon,  78,  Victoria-road,  Kentish 

H.  Dunhill,  125-127,  Euaton-rd.,  N.W. 

Eaton  ft  Deller,  6  ft  7,  Crooked-lane, 
E.C. 

J.  Gillett,  40,  Fetter-lane,  E.C. 
[Wholesale  ft  Retail.] 

J.  E.  Gold,  17,  Oakley-atreet,  Waterloo- 
road,  S.E. 

J.  W.  Hatton,  215,  Cambridge-road,  E. 

Holbrow  ft  Co.,  40,  Duke-street,  W. 

HoLROYDBROs.,59,Graoeohurch-8t.,E.C. 

G.  Little  ft  Co.,  63,  Haymarket,  S.W. 

G.  Main,  45,  Jermyn-atreet,  St.  James's. 

Military  Equipment  Stores  &  Tor- 
toise Tent  Co.,  Ltd.,  61,  Pall  Mall 

C.  E.  Moon,  116,  Lower  Kennington- 
lane,  S.E. 

William  Poole,  104a,  Broadwall,  S.E. 

S.  Price  ft  Co.,  8,  Seymour-street, 
Euaton-square. 

Mrs.  Sowerbutts,  151,  Commercial- 
street,  E. 

A.  J.  Spashott,  55a,  Maryland  Point,  E. 
T.  Unstbad,  3,  Penton-street,  Penton- 
ville,  N. 

A.  Williams,  84,  York-street,  Bryan  - 

ston-square,  W. 
F.  T.  Williams  ft  Co., "  Silver  Trout," 
 10,  Great  Queen-street,  W.C. 

Lostwithiel. — C.  Gbach,  Fanoy  Reposi- 
tory. 

William  Broad,  Queen-street. 


Macclesfield.- 

gate. 


-J.  H.  Fbarn,  38,  Chester. 


Machynlleth.  —  B.  Pearce,  Coventry 
House. 

Manchester. — W.  Chambers  a  Co.,  25, 
Market-plaoe. 

Hardy  Bros.,  12  and  14,  Moult-street, 

Cross-street. 
It.  Ramsbottom,  81,  Market-street. 
Newark.— D.  Slater,  Stodman-st. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.— J-  R  Bolton, 

147,  Northumberland-atreet. 
Murton.  [Wholeaale  ft  Retail.] 
Thos.  Pape,  27,  Collingwood-atreet. 


Newtown,  N.Wales.— Fred.  W.  Cooke, 
Short  Bridge-atreet. 

Northampton.  —  Geo.  Timmb,  6,  The 

Green. 


Norwich. — A.  J.  Rudd  54  London-st. 

J.  J.  Rice,  16,  Wensum-street. 


Nottingham.— S.  Dale,  7,  St.  John 
street. 

Ed.  Dance,  1a,  Susaez-atreet. 
Chas.  Jackson,  23,  Carrington-atreet. 
J.  Theaker,  10,  Canal-street. 
W.  Wells  ft  Co.,  1,  Suaaex-atreet. 
E.  West,  28,  Susaez-atreet. 

Oakham. — J.  E.  Whitehousb,  Ruti 

Gun  and  Cartridge  Worka. 

Omagh.— John  White,  30,  Market-at. 

Oxford. — James  Innes,  42,  Queen-at. 

Plymouth.  — Thomas    Brooks,  30a, 
Southside-street. 
C.  ft  R.  Brooks,  Stonehouae. 

Reading. — J.  Perry  ft  Co.,  6,  Minater- 
parade. 

Bedditch. — S.  Allcock  ft  Co.,  Standard 

Worka.       [Wholesale  only.] 
W.  Bartleet  &  Sons,  Abbey  Milla. 

[Wholesale  only.] 
Alfred  Booker  ft  Co.  Midland  Noedl 

and  Fish  Hook  Worka. 
H.  Milward  &  Son,  Waahford  Milla. 
W.  Vale  ft  Son,  Studley.  [Wholeaal 

only.] 

Richmond  -  on  -  Thames.— Gaynor 
Son,  4,  Bridge-street. 
Evbrard  Ripley,  5,  Eing-atreet. 

Richmond,  Yorks.— Chas.  Sfenck 

Finkle-atreet. 

Rothbury— W.  Mavin. 

J.  Soulsby. 

Scarborough.— S.  M.  Patrick,  5,  North 
street,  Newboro'. 
Wm.  J.  Clarke,  44,  Huntress-row. 

Southampton. — Cox  ft  Macphbrson 

62,  High-street. 
Cox  &  Son,  28,  High-street. 

Swansea.— B.  Evans  ft  Co.,  Swans 
Sporting  Dep6t,  Castle  Bailey -at. 


Taunton. — George  Hinton,  Fore-at. 

Thetford. — G.  H.  Reynolds,  Anohor 
Commercial  Hotel. 

Thrapston. — A.  Bargh,  Bridge-at. 

Torrington,  N.  Devon.— J.  D.  Bastard 

Torridge  House.  

Uppingham,  Rutland!.— J. 

Andrews,  High-street. 

Walthamstow.  —  D.  Bennett,  137, 

Hoe -street  North. 

Wolverhampton.— T.  Shakbbpiakx,  9, 

Market-street. 
York.— H.  T.  Lloyd,  Sportsman's  Depot 

Davy-gate. 
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time  is  to  be  of  three  hours'  duration,  aud  no  fish  under 
3oz.  weighed-in  ;  three  members  from  each  club  affiliated 
with  either  association  to  oompete,  the  club  catching  the 
greatest  weight  of  fish  to  win  the  bicycle. 

FROM  YORK  AND  DISTRICT. 

Coarse  fishers  have  had  a  somewhat  rough  time  since 
the  season  r p;ned.  by  reason  of  the  extraordinary  vagaries 
of  the  weather,  vthich  in  the  middle  of  last  week  effected 
a  revolution  in  angling  conditions  and  prospects.  The 
pre\iouB  south-westerly  gale  which  wrecked  the  York 
flower  show  lashed  the  streams  into  foam,  and  the  heavy 
rains  did  as  much  to  unsettle  their  tranquility.  Angling 
had  been  encouraging  until  then,  and  good  trout  fishing 
was  experienced  in  many  waters,  notably  the  Rye,  Costa, 
Wharfe,  and  Yore.  The  Costa  is  one  of  the  best  grayling 
streams,  and  promises  good  sport;  and  the  Swale  is  in 
nice  condition  for  coarse  fishing.  Since  the  subsidiary 
disturbances  which  followed  in  the  wake  of  the  cyclone  of 
last  week  have  died  away,  the  state  of  things  has  been 
more  summerlike,  ard  the  hopes  of  anglers  are  once  more 
in  the  ascendant.  Summarising  the  results  of  sport  in 
the  few  days  preceding  the  storm,  it  may  be  said  that 
some  good  panniers  of  fine  trout  were  made  with  the 
worm  above  Richmond ;  nice  grayling  catches  had  been 
reported  from  the  Derwent  and  Lower  Rye  ;  a  good  few 
rods  were  out  along  the  banks  of  the  Wharfe  at  Tad- 
caster,  and  a  number  of  dace  and  chub  were  secured ; 
while  on  the  Otley  lengths  of  the  same  river  anglers  fared 
even  less  prosperously ;  nice  catches  with  worm  were 
made  on  the  Ouse  at  Naburn  and  Bishopthorpe  ;  results 
-on  other  rivers  being  practically  nil.  On  Saturday, 
however,  two  or  three  of  the  York  angling  clubs  held 
their  opening  matches,  and  did  something  to  their  credit. 
The  St.  Lawrence  Friendly,  at  Sutton-on-Derwent,  had 
twenty-five  rods  in  competition,  and  only  two  failed  to 
trouble  the  scales.  W.  Hardcastle  stood  first,  and  also 
secured  a  special  prize  for  the  largest  number  of  fish.  The 
North-Eastern  tried  Mr.  Dunnington- Jefferson's  waters  at 
West  Collingworth,  when  W.  Henderson  led  the  winners, 
and  three  prizes,  given  by  Mr.  C.  H.  Slater,  the  chairman, 
were  taken  by  A.  Wyril,  largest  roach  ;  J.  Sharlston, 
flounder  ;  and  W.  Smith,  eel. 


ANSWERS  TO  CORRESPONDENTS. 

R.  (Scarborough). — Roach,  of  course. 

W.  F.  (Killaloe).— The  fish  were  so  "  high  "  on  arrival 
that  they  had  to  be  destroyed  at  once,  so  we  cannot  say 
anything  about  them. 


[We  do  not  hold  ourselves  responsible  for  the  opinions 
expressed  by  our  Correspondents.] 

"THE  AMENITIES  OF  ANGLING." 

Sib, — I  was  not  surprised  to  see  "  Out  of  Date's  "  letter 
under  the  above  heading  in  last  week's  Fishing  Gazette, 

I  happen  to  know  all  about  the  "brother  angler  "  le 
complains  of.  Last  year,  when  I  was  fishing  on  a  well- 
known  reach  of  the  Thames,  this  obliging  individual 
passed  deliberately  over  my  swim,  and  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  when  presumably  fishing  for  chub,  he  propelled 
his  fly  in  uncomfortable  proximity  to  my  head,  in  spite  of 
a  gentle  remonstrance  on  my  part. 

Possibly  he  is  not  aware  that  it  is  annoying  to  have 
your  swim  churned  into  whipped  cream  by  a  chub  fly  nigh 
as  large  as  a  sparrow.  Perhaps  it  is  exaggeration  to  say 
the  water  was  beaten  into  foam,  but  if  any  readers  have 
ever  thrown  a  bad  orange  into  a  pond  they  will  form  some 
idea  as  to  how  "  brother  angler"  dropped  his  fly  into  my 
swim.  ;       .  '  , 

The  power  of  controlling  one  s  temper  and  not  taking 
offence  where  offence  is  not  meant  are  lessons  which  are 
put  to  the  test  every  angling  day  on  the  Thames.  I 
controlled  my  temper,  but  it  was  difficult  to  believe  offence 
was  not  meant. 

However,  the  war  of  the  pen  is  waged,  and  "  brother 
angler's  "  misdeeds  chronicled  in  the  Fishing  Gazette. 

Curious  how  the  times  change.  Our  forefathers  would 
have  pitched  "brother  angler"  neck  and  crop  into  the 


river,  and  at  dawn  the  next  day  a  bold  cut  and  thrust 
would  have  rid  them  of  an  annoyance.  We  dip  our  pens 
into  the  ink,  and  even  then  must  needs  suppress  names, 
for  are  there  not  the  laws  of  libel  ? 

Let  our  friend  study  the  facts  "Out  of  Date  "  has  given 
in  his  letter,  and,  even  though  his  skin  is  as  thick  as  his 
ryepeck,  he  will  eit  the  crumbs  of  discomfort. 

"  Out  of  Date  "  presumes  that  as  this  individual  is  an 
officer  in  Her  Majesty's  service  he  is  a  gentleman.  In  the 
service  we  do  not  presume,  we  try  by  ordeal,  and,  if  found 
wanting,  the  officer  generally  finds  it  convenient  to  retire 
owing  to  family  reasons. 

If  "  brother  angler  "  were  in  my  regiment,  methinks  the 
wail  of  the  pipes  would  before  now  have  proclaimed  his 
"  coronach."— Yours,  &c,  Inverurie. 

FISH  AND  COLOUR  PERCEPTION. 
Sir, — Mr.  J.  H.  Barton's  letter  in  your  i=sue  of  the 
19th  inst.  is  a  good  instance  of  the  difficulty  of  making 
clear  to  other  anglers  the  scope  and  object  of  my  experi- 
ments. These  have  been  explained  elsewhere,  and  it 
would  be  very  kind  if  persons  interested  in  the  problem 
would  acquaint  themselves  with  what  I  have  said  before 
attributing  to  me  absurd  ideas  which  I  never  entertained. 
In  the  present  instance  Mr.  Barton  records  the  preference 
shown  by  trout  at  different  times  for  an  Alder,  a  Black 
Palmer,  and  a  Grey  Drake.  Now  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  three  trout  flies  more  distinct  from  each  other  than 
these  three,  not  so  muoh  in  colour  as  in  shape  and  shade. 
No  sane  man  can  doubt  that  tront  have  exceedingly  keen 
perception  of  shade ;  that  is  shown  by  the  attention  they 
pay  sometimes  to  a  Dark  Olive,  while  a  light  fly  may  be 
wholly  neglected,  and  vice  versa..  Not  less  keenly  can 
they  detect  variations  in  the  form  of  floating  objects.  The 
only  suggestion  which  is  forming  itself  in  my  mind  as  the 
deduction  from  my  experiments  so  far  as  they  have  been 
carried,  is  that  fish  may  be  wholly  or  partly  insensible  to 
colour;  that  they  see  things  as  colour-blind  persons  see 
them,  in  monochrome,  which  actually  increases  the  per- 
ception of  light  and  shade,  and  does  not  interfere  with 
perception  of  form.  Of  course,  the  chief  object  of  these 
experiments  is  to  test  the  value  of  the  extraordinary 
anxiety  of  some  salmon  anglers  about  the  exact  colour  of 
their  flies,  and  I  only  took  trout  as  the  subject  of  them 
because  their  behaviour  can  be  closely  scrutinised. — I  am, 
Sir,  j  our  obedient  servant,  Herbert  Maxwell. 

P. S.— Before  accepting  the  Editor's  interesting  note 
about  a  trial  of  scarlet  May  Flies  in  the  Itchen  as  evidence 
that  the  trout  perceived  the  unusual  colour,  I  should  have 
to  be  satisfied  that  these  flies  were  dressed  in  modulated 
shades  of  red,  with  markings  resembling  those  of  the 
natural  insect.  A  May  Fly  is  very  far  from  being  clad  in 
an  uniform  tint  or  shade. 

[We  must  admit  at  once  that  the  scarlet  May  Flies  we 
tried  were  net,  as  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell  says,  "  in  modulated 
shades  of  red."  They  were  simply  white  wings  dyed  a 
brilliant  red. — Ed.]   

THE  NATTERJACK,  OR  RUSH  TOAD. 

Sir, — I  wonder  Mr.  Fry  does  not  have  a  couple  of 
hedgehogs  in  his  garden.  Many  persons  in  London  and 
other  large  towns  allow  cockroaches  to  infest  their  kitchens ; 
but  others,  more  knowing,  employ  hedgehogs  to  get  rid  of 
them,  and  they  show  much  activity  in  the  pursuit  of  these 
so-called  blackbeetles.  White  states,  in  his  "  History  of 
Selborne,"  that  the  Natterjack  (Bufo  culumata)  were 
more  often  seen  in  his  garden  than  the  ordinary  toad.  The 
Natterjack  may  not  feed  on  the  particular  beetle  to  which 
Mr.  Fry  refers ;  or,  if  they  do,  they  may  not  be  sufficiently 
numerous  to  keep  them  down. 

The  Natterjack  may  be  easily  known  by  the  yellow  line 
along  the  back,  the  dark  bands  on  the  hind  legs  ;  its  eyes 
are  more  prominent,  and  the  warts  of  the  skin  are  larger. 
Your  toad  is  not  such  a  fool  as  he  looks,  for  although  he 
cannot  take  in  a  worm  with  the  remarkable  quickness  that 
he  can  a  fly,  moth,  &c,  I  have  seen  him  use  his  fore  limbs 
to  push  a  worm  hanging  half  out  of  its  mouth  back  again. 
It  is  a  very  interesting  operation. — Yours,  &c, 

  H.  E.  W. 

TROUT  FISHING  IN  JULY  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— I  shall  feel  very  much  obliged  if  you  or 
any  of  your  readers  could  give  me  the  addresses  of  any 


places,  either  on  the  Thame3  or  any  other  rivers  in  the 
south  of  England,  where  I  could  get  board  and  lodging  at 
moderate  cost,  and  trout  fishing  for  three  rods  in  July  and 
part  August.  An  early  answer  would  greatly  oblige.— 
Yours  faithfully,  ■  "  A.  H.  G. 

GOOD  COARSE  FISHING  WANTED. 
Dear  Sir,— "R.  C.  W.,"  in  F.  G.  of  June  19,  would 
find  good  quarters  at  the  Ship,  Upstreet,  Grove  Ferry, 
Kent,  on  the  Fordwick  and  Grove  Ferry  Club  waters. 
Day,  weekly,  monthly,  or  season  tickets. — Yours,  &c, 
i  F.  C.  Nash. 

Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  "  R.  C.  W.,"  in  your  issue  of 
June  19,  I  have  tried  many  rivers,  but  I  prefer  the  Ouse. 
There  is  a  quiet,  old-fashioned  inn  at  Holywell  Ferry, 
near  St.  Ives,  and  Host  Scard  is  an  experienced  angler.  I 
have  spent  many  pleasant  days  on  the  river  with  Lim,  and 
often  returned  to  town  with  a  good  show.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  more  enjoyable  outing.  The  country  is  pretty. 
All  kinds  of  excellent  coarse  fishing,  especially  bream  and 
p9rch,  is  to  be  had.  Many  times  I  have  been  glad  of 
Scard's  assistance  in  landing  jack,  which,  when  put  on  the 
scale,  have  run  well  into  double  figures. — Yours  truly, 
  E.  E.  F. 

SHORT  RODS. 
Short  cut  or  long  to  me  is  all  the  same. — Bombastes  Furioso. 
Dear  Sir, — 

"Black  Hackle  "  writes  so  nice, 

His  banter  is  so  free  from  vice 

Of  spite  or  temper,  that  I'm  sure, 

He  will  these  few  lines  more  endure  ; 

And  so  here  goes  to  set  things  right, 

For  I've  offended  in  his  sight. 

Now,  first  and  foremost,  there's  his  letter, 

Which  Mather  drew  to  "  go  one  better  ;  " 

And  which  I  studied  not  to  mention, 

To  show  contemptuous  inattention. 

Now,  in  all  this  I  suffer  wrong, 

Nor  "  rod  in  pickle,"  short  or  long, 

Had  I,  for,  sir,  the  fact  has  been 

This  letter  I  had  never  seen  ; 

And  as  Mather's  words  I  read 

No  thought  of  else  was  in  my  head. 

Sarcasm  such  as  he  implies 

Would  be  offensive  in  my  eyes, 

I  can  assure  "  B.  H.,"  and  so 

I  hope  we'll  part  good  friends  and  go 

Our  several  ways,  with  rods  of  length 

And  weight  to  suit  our  pace  and  strength. 

And  if  I  say  an  ounce  or  inch 

Above  what's  needful  at  a  pinch, 

Should  any  angler  have  in  wood, 

I  really  think  my  words  hold  good. 

But  more  than  this  I  do  not  claim, 

And  surely  "  B.  H.  "  thinks  the  same. 

But  what  is  needf  ul  still  remains 

The  cru  v  that  ever  puzzles  oar  brains. 

Within  the  limits  prudence  sets 

The  "  finest"  angler  most  sport  getc. 

The  "  waggon  ropes  "  as  sport  I  pass, 

But  "  cobweb  "  think  a  higher  class  ; 

Its  joy  of  triumph  more  acute, 

And  for  the  rest  my  muse  is  mute.  Mona. 

P.S. — "  Salmon  in  baskets,"  ohone,  ohone  !  * 

A  quaarer  expression  sure  never  was  known  ; 

But  then  it's  not  mine,  for  just  as  they  say 

Your  "  bag  "  was  four  tigers  all  shot  in  a  day, 

No  doubt  for  the  reason  that  carried  in  bags 

Are  most  things  we  shoot,  though  not  tigers  nor  stags. 

In  the  same  way,  since  spoil  of  our  rods  in  a  creel 

Or  a  basket  is  frequently  earned,  I  feel 

That  the  phrase  may  pass  muster,  but  should  it  give  pain, 

I  promis9  "  B.  H."  not  to  use  it  again.  M. 

THE  STRENGTH  OF  SALMON  GUT  CASTS. 

gIB> — What  is  supposed  to  be  the  minimum  strength  of 
casting  line  necessary  for  salmon  fishing  where  one  might 
expect  heavy  fish,  say,  up  to  301b.  ?  This  question  opens 
up  another,  which  I  should  much  like  to  have  answered, 
viz.  :  Does  straining  a  casting  line  on  a  steelyard  to  the 
breaking  point  injure  it  ?    Personally,  I  do  so,  and  do  not 
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luent  weakness  in  my  casting  lines ;  but 
-ay  that  gut  once  stretched  to  the  utmost  ie 
id,    If  this  theory  is  right ,  one  would  almost 
a  new  casting  lino  after  every  heavy  fish.  The 
put  on  a  fish  is  frequently  very  much  over  estimated, 
anyone  attach  his  line  to  a  steelyard  held  by  a  friend, 
ad  then  put  all  the  strain  on  the  rod  that  he  would  dare 
to  do  in  actual  fishing,  he  will  probably  guess  many  pounds 
in  excess  of  the  actual  strain.    The  power  of  lifting  dead 
weight  again  is  interesting,  and  prouuees  surprises.  It 
takes  a  strong  salmon  rod  to  lift  a  dead  weight  of  2lb.  off 
the  ground.     Of  course,  this  is  scarcely  a  fair  test  of 
actual  practice,  the  steelyard  resembling  much  more 
closely  the  give  and  take   of  a  fish;  but  one  would 
be  surprised  to  find  how  difficult  it  is  to  break  even 
a  light  trout-casting  line  attached  to  a  dead  weight,  and 
putting  a  good  strain  on  the  rod.    Of  course  the  strain 
must  be  a  steady  one,  a  "chuck"  would  break  even  a 
trong  casting  line  in  a  moment.    But  do  "  chucks  "  occur 
much  in  actual  fishing  ?    I  do  not  think  so.    One  does  not 
strike  a  fish  as  one  does  a  trout,  it  is  a  pull  and  not  a  jerk, 
and  we  have  seen  that  a  pull  that  one  supposes  to  be  a 
very  strong  one  is  perhaps  not  more  than  one  half  of  what 
ordinary  gut  will  stand.    "  Pull  him  when  he  pulls  you  " 
is  a  good  rule  for  striking  salmon.    To  come  back  to  my 
original  question,   I   myself  think  that  a  casting  line 
breaking  at  61b.  or  71b.  is  ample  for  any  fish ;  but  I  speak 
s  an  ignorant  person,  and  should  be  glad  to  elicit  opinions 
from  experts. — Yours,  &c,  Cast. 

[There  has  long  been  an  idea  that  you  cannot,  by  pulling 
against  the  bent  rod  (as  inplaying  a  fish),  pull  more  than  a 
pound  or  two,  but  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Co.,  of  Edinburgh, 
have  often  demonstrated  that  their  greenheart  salmon 
rods  and  single  gut  salmon  casts  will  pull  181b.  or  more. 
The  experiment  was  on  one  occasion  made  against  split 
ane  rods  by  pulling  against  a  spring-balance  and  against 
the  bent  rod  as  in  playing  a  fish.  This  being  the  case,  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  angler  has  far  more  power  over  a  fish 
than  has  generally  been  supposed.  Of  course,  it  does  not 
follow  that  the  hold  your  hook  may  have  got  in  a  fish's 
mouth  will  stand  all  the  rod  and  line  will ! — Ep.j 


"YELLOW  FIN,  FINNOCK,  AND  SEA  TBOUT." 
Sir, — "  Poorbeah  "  has  apparently  misunderstood  me, 
or  I  have  not  been  explicit  enough  in  my  reference  to  the 
young  of  sea  trout  not  being  protected  by  the  law  in  the 
same  way  as  the  salmon  parr.  What  I  meant  to  convey 
was  that  while  no  one,  whether  licensed  or  not  ,  may  kill  a 
salmon  parr,  those  who  have  waters  at  their  command, 
or  liberty  otherwise,  may  take,  and  do  take,  yellow  fin 
with  impunity — nay,  even  make  baskets  of  them  daily  after 
the  orthodox  manner. 

The  yellow  fin  and  finnock  stand  in  the  same  relation  to 
the  adult  sea  trout  as  the  parr  and  grilse  do  to  the  adult 
salrnon.  Yet  in  Scotland,  at  least,  the  yellow  fin  may  be 
angled  for,  but  the  parr  of  the  salar  never.  There  are 
special  laws  protecting  it,  which  are  not,  at  least,  enforced 
with  regard  to  yellow  fin.  G.  M. 

SMALL  SAND  EELS  WANTED. 
Sir, — I  shall  bo  much  obliged  if  some  of  your  readers 
could  give  me  the  name  and  address  of  a  fisherman  who 
could  get  me  some  small  sand  eels. — Yours,  &c, 

_____    John  Byres-Leake. 

FISHING  NEAR  UPM1NSTER,  ESSEX. 
Sir, — I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  if  you  or  any  of  your 
readers  would  be  kind  enough  to  tell  me  where  I  can 
obtain  fishing  of  any  kind  near  Upminster,  Essex. — Yours, 
&c,    C.  R. 

ANGLING  AT  BULL  BAY,  AXGLBSEA. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  lately  become  a  convert  to  sea 
fishing,  and  a  subscriber  to  the  Fishing  Gazette  (sa  va 
sans  diri) ;  I  intend,  the  beginning  of  July,  to  try  Bull 
Bay,  Anglesea.  Could  you,  or  any  of  your  correspondents, 
kindly  give  me  any  hints  as  to  tackle,  bait,  &c,  to  be  used 
during  a  fortnight  at  the  beginning  of  next  month, 
whether  I  am  likely  to  get  any  bass,  and  the  name  and 
address  of  a  good  boatman.  Thanking  you  in  anticipation. 
— Yours  truly.  ______         O.  H.  Edwards. 

BE  HARE  CATCHES. 

Sir, — With  regard  to  Mr.  Aflalo's  statement  that  there 
are  not  perhaps  more  than  a  dozen  instances  on  record  of 
red  mullet  taking  the  hook,  I  wish  to  state  that  I  myself 
have  caught  at  different  times,  when  bottom  fishing  for 
dabs  and  pouting  with  "  lug  worms  "  for  bait,  more  than 
a  dozen  red  mullet,  and  have  seen  a  great  many  more 
caught  in  the  tame  manner  in  Torbay,  both  from  a  boat 
and  from  the  Holden  Pier. 

I  have  on  several  occasions  seen  two  caught  at  once  on 
the  same  line,  two  hooks,  of  course,  being  used. — Yours 
truly,    W.  R.  Slat.k. 

Dear  Sir, — At  Dawlish,  during  August,  1895,  I  caught 
with  rod  and  line  from  a  boat,  whilo  whiffing  for  pollack, 
and  using  rag  worm  as  bait,  a  fairly  largo  red  mullet ;  and 
another  day,  with  similar  bait,  a  very  fine  thorn-backed 
ray.  My  boatman  said  he  had  never  heard"  of  such 
captures  before — Yours  truly,        Leonard  C.  Hare. 


The  following  recently  appoired  in  the  American  Forest 

and  Stream  : 

"  SILKWORM  OUT. 
"Dear  Sir, — Wc  noticed  in  your  April  issue,  just  to 
hand,  an  article  on  silkworm  gut,  and  in  reply  to  it  would 
say  the  tac'ile  dealers  in  the  States  have  just  the  same 
chance  of  getting  the  first  whack  at  the  gut  as  the  English 
tackle  dealers,  as  they  know  the  manufacturers  ana  the 
grades  of  gut  which  are  made. 


There  is  very  little  of  the  highest  and  thickest  grade 
to  be  had  at  any  price,  and  we  find  that  as  a  rule  the 
tackle  dealers,  with  the  exception  of  a  few,  go  in  for  cheap 
grades  of  gut,  whereas  if  they  would  deal  more  in  what  is 
termed  in  the  trade  Maranas  and  1st  Padron,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  it  would  suit  black  bass  fishing  much  better 
and  be  far  more  reliable  than  the  cheaper  qualities,  such 
as  Regular  and  2nd  Padrou. 

"  As  to  the  very  long  gut,  there  is  nothing  made  40in.  in 
length,  and  such  lias  never  been  produced  to  our  knowledge, 
the  average  longest  length  being  about  17in.,  and  very  little 
is  produced  up  to  22in. ,  most  of  which  is  too  fine  for  fish- 
ing iu  the  States. 

"There  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  finest  gut  if 
tackle  dealers  will  pay  the  price  for  it. 

"  S.  Allcock  and  Co. 

"  Redditch,  England,  May  12." 


United  States  Consular  Agent  Theodor  Mertens,  at 
Grao,  Spain,  transmits  to  the  State  Department  the 
following  notes  on  Spanish  silkworm  gut : 

"An  article  of  perhaps  no  little  interest  to  many 
persons  in  the  United  States  and  of  some  substantial 
importance  to  Spanish  industry  is  the  so-called  gut  from 
silkworms.  This  is  useful  for  fishing  purposes,  partly  on 
account  of  its  great  tenacity  and  partly  owing  to  its  trans- 
parent quality,  the  line  attaching  the  hook  when  in  the 
water  not  being  visible. 

"  Since  the  decline  of  silk  culture  in  this  country  the 
industry  of  making  these  silk  threads  has  increased, 
leaving  the  peasants  some  profit ;  the  prices,  however, 
fluctuate  according  to  the  value  of  the  silk.  The  higher 
the  price  of  silk  the  fewer  silkworms  are  used  for  fishing 
lines,  and  vice  versa ;  yet  about  4  per  cent,  of  the 
silk  grubs  are  destined  yearly  for  the  above  named 
purpose. 

"  The  manner  of  obtaining  this  thread-like  gut  is  as 
follows  :  After  the  grub  has  eaten  enough  mulberry  leaves 
and  before  it  begins  to  spin,  which  is  during  the  months  of 
May  and  June,  it  is  thrown  into  vinegar  for  several  hours. 
The  insect  is  killed,  and  the  substancs  which  the  grub,  if 
alive,  would  have  spun  into  a  cocoon  is  forcibly  drawn  out 
from  the  dead  worm  into  a  much  thicker  and  shorter  silken 
thread,  in  which  operation  dexterity  and  experience  on  the 
part  of  the  labourer  are  important.  Two  thick  threads  (from 
each  grub)  are  placed  for  about  four  hours  in  clear,  cold 
water,  after  which  they  are  dipped  during  ten  to  fiftacn 
minutes  in  a  solution  of  some  caustic,  for  which  purpose 
soft  soap  dissolved  in  water  is  used  here.  This  serves  to 
loosen  a  fine  outer  skin,  which  is  next  removed  by  the 
hands,  while  tho  labourer  holds  the  thread  between  his 
teeth.  Thi  silk  is  then  hung  up  to  dry,  eirc  being  taken 
to  choose  a  shadyplace,  as  the  sun  has  the  effect  of  making 
them  too  brittle  afterward.  In  some  parts  of  the  country 
these  silk  gut }  are  bleached  with  sulphur  vapour,  which 
makes  them  look  beautifully  glossy  and  snow  wbit3,  like 
spun  glass,  while  those  naturally  dried  ret  an  always  a 
yellowish  tint. 

"  The  quality  of  the  gut  is  decided  according  to  the 
healthy  condition  of  the  worm,  round  indicating  a  good 
quality  and  flat  an  inferior  one ;  also,  the  length  is 
important,  thirty-two  centimeters  of  fine,  useful  thread 
being  sometimes  made.  The  thickness  depends  also  upon 
the  condition  of  the  grub.  It  is  found  to  be  as  much  as 
one  millimeter  in  the  Spanish  insect,  while  those  from 
Italy  and  Greece  produce  very  fine  and  thin  gut  strings. 
These  are,  to  some  extent,  imported  here  and  sold  again 
by  weight  at  from  §50  to  SCO  (United  States)  per  kilogram. 
About  10,000  to  50,000  threads  are  in  each  kilogram.  The 
Spanish  production  is  made  up  neatly  in  bundles  of  one 
hundred  threads  and  sold  by  ten  such  bundles,  or  one 
thousand  threads,  at  about  .SI  for  the  round  kind  and 
$1  50  to  82  for  the  flat  kind. 

"The  time  for  selling  this  article  wholesale  is  during 
Jan.,  Feb.,  March,  and  April  ;  the  retail  trade  is  during 
the  summer  months  and  fishing  season.  Although  Murcia 
is  the  principal  plac  5  of  this  industry,  yet  most  sales  are 
made  outside  of  that  city. 

"  The  peasants  of  Murcia  raised  their  prices  upon  the 
slightest  demand,  which  drove  buyers  from  the  place  ;  the 
peasants  now  go  every  year  with  their  goods,  packed  in 
boxes,  up  and  down  the  entire  coast  of  Spain  on  the 
Mediterranean  as  far  as  France.  Valencia  is  considered 
the  best  market. 

"Orders  from  firms  abroad  should  bo  given  only  to 
reliable  persons  here,  who,  at  the  same  time,  understand 
this  article  well.  Direct  negotiations  with  the  traders 
should  be  avoided.  This  article  offers  too  little  opportunity 
for  fraud. 

'This  United  Stites  consular  agency  is  will i rig  to 
answer  any  inquiries  from  American  firms,  and  will  place 
them  in  communication  with  a  reliable  commercial  house 
here."  _______ 

THE  " VAGA "  IMPROVED  DEVON  MINNOW. 

Sir, — Horewith  beg  to  inclose  for  your  inspection,  &c, 
a  "  Vaga"  Improved  Devon  Bait.  Its  advantages  which 
I  claim  are  :  Heavy  in  weight,  sinking  at  once ;  short  in 
length  ;  plenty  of  spinning  power ;  and  when  mounted  the 
flanges  are  protected  from  striking  the  fish  by  the  two-body 
triangles.  It  spins  perfectly  either  in  rapid  or  still  water. 
With  a  similar  bait  on  Jubiloe  day — in  a  blazing  sun  and 
clear,  low  wator — I  took  ten  brace  of  trout  between 
12.30  and  IS. .'50  p.m.,  all  good  fish.  (Sample  sent  you, 
which  hope  arrived  safe  and  in  good  condition). — I  am, 
Sir,  yours  faithfully,  R.  T.  Williams. 

(  The  trout  from  tho  Lugg  caught  on  Jubileo  day  anived 
quite  fresh  and  in  time  for  lunch  next  day  ;  they  were 
handsome  fish,  and  very  good  eating,  and  we  do  not  know 
what  better  testimonial  this  exoellent  little  pattern  of  the 
Devon  could  hare  than  that  it  killed  such  a  dish  of  Jubilee 


fish.  It  is  not  so  much  an  improvement  as  a  variation 
ot  the  Devon— much  more  suitable  for  bright  weather  and 
water  than  the  regular  pattern.— Ed.  ] 


WHO  IS  THE  CULPRIT? 

Dear  Sir,— Your  correspondent  "  Sedge  Willow  "  hat 
sent  me  a  copy  of  the  Fishing  Gazette  for  the  19th  inst 
containing  his  note  re  cannibal  tench,  and  that  as  the 
tench  were  mine  and  I  related  the  incident  to  him  Ij 
thought  some  corroboration  might  be  desirable. 

My  globe  was  the  ordinary  kind  of  fish  globe,  containing 
sand,  weed,  &c  ,  and  the  tench  were  small  brown  ones  ' 
about  3m.  in  length.    I  had  several  trout  fry  (S.  fario) z 
about  lin.  in  length  given  me,  which  I  put  into  the  globe, 
put  the  tench  swallowed  them  immediately,  before  they  i 
had  time  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the  globe. 

A  frierd  of  mine  also  put  some  in  amongst  his  "gold 
fish,    and  they  were  eaten  in  the  same  way.  Trusting 
this  may  throw  some  light  on  the  subject  and  be  the  means  ' 
ot  finding  "  the  culprit."— Yours  truly,  J.  H  E 


"  CRONEEN." 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  read  with  much  interest  the  corre- 
spondence which  has  appeared  in  tho  Fishing  Gazette  on 
this  subject. 

Of  course  our  mutual  friend  "  Mona"  is  quite  right  n 
saying  that  the  croneen  is  a  trout  that  ascends  tributary 
rivers  in  the  spawning  season.  I  think  it  is  nearly  sixty 
years  since  I  first  heard  the  word  applied  to  a  trout  that 
was  speared  in  a  small  river  falling  into  the  Shannon  here 
at  Killaloa. 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  experienced  fishermen  at 
Killaloe  and  Castleccnuell,  Mr.  Maurice  Johnson,  agrees 
with  '  Mona  "  and  the  present  writer  that  "  croneon  " 
means  trout— during  spawning  time. 

And  what  a  coincidence.  Since  writing  tho  above,  who 
do  you  think  has  arrived  at  my  house  on  a  visit  iu  com 
paiiy  of  one  of  my  sons  but  "  Mona"  himself.  We  are 
having  a  lovely  time  of  it.— Yours  truly, 

Abbey  View,  Killaloa.    S.  J.  Hurley. 

A  FINE  HERTFORDSHIRE  TROUT. 
Dear  Sir,— As  a  member  of  the  Hertford  Angliu 
Society,  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  fish  taken  in 
water  rented  by  the  society,  and  not  reported  in  you 
paper  :  Mr.  Goldsworthy,  of  London,  on  June  1,  a  trou 
of  3|lb. ;  and  on  June  4  I  caught  one  of  "lb.  14oz.  Th 
is  the  largest  trout  taken  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Hert 
foul  for  many  years.    I  have  sent  it  to  Messrs.  Cooper 
and  Sons,  of  Radnor-street,  to  be  set  up.— Yours  faith- 
tully.  E.  J.  Wickham. 


According  to  "  Halcyon,"  in  the  weekly  supplement 
to  the  beeds  Mercury,  "The  chief  charm  of  May  Fly 
fishing  is  the  time  of  year  when  it  comes  into  force,  when 
the  water  meadows  have  donned  their  most  verdant  garb, 
when  the  air  is  full  of  the  notes  of  feathered  songsters, 
and  is  redolent  of  the  sweet  scent  of  the  hawthorn  bloom, 
when  the  brilliant  butterfly  flits  across  your  path,  and  you 
feel  at  peace  with  yourself  and  all  mankind;  the  spring- 
time is  beautiful  iu  its  way,  as  also  is  autumn  and  winter, 
but  the  full  glory  of  summer  time  is  the  most  enjoyable 
when  you  can  recline  on  the  grass  in  the  shado  of  a 
hazel  copse  and  smoke  your  pipe  or  cigar,  and  talk 
lazily  to  any  lady  friend  whom  you  can  induce  to 
accompany  you,  and  generally,  under  such  pleasant 
surroundings,  you  can  find  one  who  will.  Whilo 
you  are  sitting  thus  with  the  sunlight  flickering 
athwart  the  rustling  foliage,  with  your  eyes  surveying  the 
placid  surface  of  the  stream,  fringed  with  the  turquoiee- 
coloured  forget-me-nots,  the  ring  caused  by  a  feediug 
trout  attracts  your  attention.  You  spring  to  your  feet, 
and  creep  cautiously  down  to  the  edge  of  the  water. 
Carefully  measuring  your  distance,  you  cast  your 
'  floater '  light  as  thistle  down  a  yard  above  the  place 
where  the  ring  appeared.  A  lovely  cast,  and  towards  you 
floats  the  mimic  fly  like  an  insect  endowed  with  life. 
Another  tiny  dimple  in  the  water,  a  gentle  turn  of  the 
wrist,  and  the  next  moment  the  reel  makes  pleasant 
music.  Two  or  three  minutes  of  suspense,  and  then  a 
bonny  trout,  yellow  as  a  newly  coined  sovereign,  is  laded 
out  from  its  native  element  in  your  landing  net,  and  soon 
rests  in  another  place." 


NEW  PATENTS. 

The  following  list  is  specially  compiled  by  Messrs. 
Hughes,  Eli,  and  Hughes,  oi  76;  Chanoery-lane,  London, 
W.C.,  who  will  answer  all  inquiries  free  of  charge  to  our 

readers : 

14,0 45    E.  Roilly  and  F.  W.  Fisher,  Stockton-on-Teos,  an 
improved  boat  launohing  apparatus  for  uso  in 
steam  trawlers  and  like  vessels. 
14,224    W.  Wood,  London,  improved  buoy  for  fishing 

purposes. 


News  hy  the  Taph  has  ofton  been  utilised  by  a  bold  specu- 
lator  for  the  speedy  accumulation  of  a  vast  fortune.  Knowledge 
is  power  In  overy  avenue  of  life  when  properly  wielded.  The 
proprietor  of  Holloway's  PiHs  and  Ointment  is  fully  alive  to  this 
fact,  and  knowing  their  value  as  a  euro  for  all  diseases,  he  has 
made  their  merits  known  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  Uominonlnl 
men  who,  to  koop  pace  with  the  times,  havo  always  to  work  at 
high  pressure,  should  never  bo  without  a  supply  of  those  valuablo 
medicines.  Thoy  purify  tho  blood,  strengthen  tho  stomach, 
quicken  the  circulation,  anil  invigorate  the  system.  For  nervous 
or  neuralgic  headache,  no  romedy  has  been  found  to  match  them 
In  excellence, 


1 


tH4E 


GO 


Devoted  entirely  to  Angling'.] 


With  whioh  is  incorporated  ANGLING  and  CLUB  GOSSIP 


[Sea-Fishing1,  Fish  Culture,  &c. 


No.  1051— Vol.  XXXIV 

Registered  for  Transmission  Abroad 


SATURDAY,  JUNE  12,  1897 


C  Ar  nual  Subscription,  )  .t^,-.^ 

1  10/6,  including  postage  [  TWOPENCE 
(      in  Great  Britain.  >   


C A bBURY'S  COCOA 


ABSOLUTELY 

PURE. 
THEREFORE 
BEST. 


MAHSEER  FISHING. 
MURRAY  &  CO., 

MEERUT  and  MUSSOORIE, 

IMPOKTEBS  OF 

HIGH-CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE, 

Specially  made  for  India,  and  after  descriptions 
and  styles  mentioned  in 

The  Rod  in  India,  North  Punjab  Fishing 
Club  Anglers'  Handbook  and  Angling  in 
the  Kumaon  Lakes. 

New  Stocks  regularly  arriving  from 
HABDY,    WAENEB,    SLATER,  MALLOCH, 
and  other  flrst-class  manufacturers. 
Complete  Illustrated  Price  List  on  Application. 
  W.  PEARSE,  Agent. 

FLY  MATERIAL  DYER 

(To  the  Trade  only). 

Mini/!  TO  Swan  and  Turkey  Feathers, 
H  AlmLLO  Seals'  Fur,  Pigs'  Wool,  &c. 

ALL   COLOURS  GUARANTEED  FAST. 

S.  HAYNES,  Sundays  Well-road,  Cork. 


A.    CARTER  &  CO., 

137,  ST.  JOHN  STREET  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Now  EXHIBITING  at  the  IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 


MAY 


Carter's 

2d.  eacH 


Send 
Three  Stamps  for 
Sample 


FLIES 

Perfect  Floating. 

Is.  QcL.  dozen. 


READ  THIS. 

On  receipt  of  an  addressed  envelope  and  stamps 
I  will  forward  to  any  address  in  the  world 
post  free 

1  doz.  of  my  Celebrated  TROUT  FLIES  for  9d 
3  doz.  for  2b.,  6  doz.  for  3s.  6d., 
or  12  doz.  for  6s. 
THESE  FLIES  HAVE  GAINED  A  WOULD - 
WIDE  REPUTA.TI0N  for  magnificence,  cheap- 
ness, and  killing  powers,  having  no  equal. 
Complete  Price  Lists  of  General  Fishmg  Tackle 
and  Fly  Dressing  Materials  post  free  on  application 

JOHN  WHITE, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturer,  Omagh,  Ireland 


Send 
Three  Stamps  for 
Sample. 


CATALOGUES       I»OS  T  FREE 


BREAKFAST.  SUPPER. 

EPPS'S 


GRATEFUL— COMFORTING. 


COCOA 


BOILING   WATER  OR  MILK. 


BUMSTED'S^SALT 

BY  APPOINTMENT  TO  HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN.  


iEGISTHBED 

Trade  Mark. 


"  SELVYT."  trj 

A  NEW  POLISHING  CLOTH  AND  DUSTEE. 

3id.  to 
Is.  9d. 
each. 


NORWAY. 

For  SPECIAL  SALMON  and  TROUT  OUTFITS, 
and  information,  write: 

BAMBRIDGE^ETON,  ENGLAND. 

CASTING  LESSONS  (on  river  just  outside  our  establish- 
ment). Fly  op  Spinning,  GRATIS  to  Clients. 

Send  for  the  extremely  useful  little  work,  just  published, 

TROUTING    IN  NORWAY. 

By  Gen.  E.  F.  BURTON. 

Post  free,  3/6. 


Kept  In  stock  by  Drapers 
l'l  lio'pterets,  Ironmonger  Cycle 
Dealer*.  011m  n,  ( tiemlsta,  &c.  . 

Whrle-ole:  W.  B  FOKDBAM  and  SONS, 
Ltd.,  :6  10  40,  Yolk  Boar,  Kirg's  Ciote, 
London.  N. 


QGDEN  SMITH, 

Fishing  Tackle  Manufacturers. 

Improved  Eyed  Fly  and  Cast  Box,  in  Four  Sizes 
8/6,  9/6,  10/6,  and  11/6  (including  Fly  Plyers). 


GILLETT'S 

CELEBRATED 

WHOLE  CANE 

SALMON 
and  TROUT 


TlflTABLISHED  179Q. 


CASTS, 

Fine,  Medium, 
or  Stout, 

6d.  eaoh. 


J.Gillett, 

>,  Fetter  Lane, 

LONDON,  E.G. 


HER  MAJESTY'S 
ROYAL    ♦  JUBILEE 

FKANCIS  M.  WALBRAN  wishes  to  give  his  numerous  friends  ~mrt^^"™^' 
the  above  memorable  event  by,  and  will,  therefore,  during  the  whole  of  June  (the 
Jubilee  month)  allow  a  discount  of  10  per  cent.  (20.  m  the  £)  on  all  ^™ 
which  cash  is  sent  off  his  catalogue  prices.    Special  pa ttern  orders  are  ewlndod. 

FRANCIS  M.  WALBRAN, 

"The  PRACTICAL  ANGLER," 
LEEDS,  YOBKSHIE/E 

Private  Letter  Box-176,  O-P-O.,  LEEDS.  Telegram,,-"  WALBRAN,  LEEDS.' 

SPECIAL  NOTE.  F.  M.  W,  is  known,  and  has  correspondents  in  every  quarter  of 

the  globe. 


Ill 

X 
h 


The  Simplest  and  Handleot  Kly  llox  Blade. 
Send  for  our  new  cloth  bound,  fully  Illustrated 
Price  List  of  Boliable  Fishing  Bods,  Flios,  Bools, 
Linos,  Oasts,  &c,  Post  Free. 

06DEN  SMITH, 

O,  Side, 

HYDE  PARK  CORNER, 

LONDON",  S.W., 
And  34,  St.  John's  Hill,  Clafham  Junction 
Works— Presthd  road,  S.W. 


CO 
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OUE 
SPECIALITY 


salmon  Flies 

TROUT  FLIES 

For  ALL  WATERS. 


5,  Church  Place,  Piccadilly,  S.W. 

Practical  Makers  of  every  description  of 

FIRST-CLASS  FISHING  RODS,  REELS,  AND  TACKLE. 

OUE  GBEENHEART  &  BUILT  CANE  BODS  UNEQUALLED.  ROLLED 

WING 

SALMON,  LAKE,  TROUT,  ROLLED  WING  TROUT,  AND 
AMERICAN  FLY  DRESSERS. 

Waterproof  Silk  Lines.  Gut  Casts. 
GOLF  CLUBS,  BALLS,  and  CARRIERS. 

The  Best  Souse  for  Best  Goods.  ^PostWe. 

THE  NAVY  LEAGUE. 

A  strictly  Non-party  Organisation  to  urge  npon  the  Government  and  the  Electorate 
the  paramount  importance  of  an  adequate  Navy  as  the  best  guarantee  of  peace. 


THE  MOST  KILLING  MAY  FLY  IS  THE 

"  QUEEN^OI^THE  MAYS." 

w  "  TTxbridge  Road,  Surbiton. 

Dear  Mrs.  Richardson— I  send  you  a  brace  of 
trout,  part  of  my  sport  to-day.  The  Straw-bodied 
May  Fly  is  a  caution ;  the  trout  thought  it  was 
the  'genuine  article.'  Result:  14  fish,  weight 
23ilb. ;  a  day's  sport  to  be  remembered. 

"  Yours  truly,  R.  S.  WRIGHTSON." 

JOHN  R.  RICHARDSON, 

KINGSTON-ON-THAMES. 


Terms  of  Membership: 
One  Guinea  per  annum,  or  Ten  Guineas  for  a  life  payment. 
Ladies  are  admitted  for  half  these  payments. 
Hon.  Vice-President's  Subscription,  Five  Guineas  annually, 

or  £25  in  one  payment  for  life. 
Subscribers  of  less  than  £1  are  enrolled  as  Associates. 


PISHING  RODS  and  TACKLE. 

in  JACK  BODS.— Brezed  upright  rings,  winch  fittings.  3s.  9d.  ;  Hickory  do.,  2  tops,  «s.  6d.  to 
10s.  6d. ;  Hickory  or  Mottled  Cane,  15ft.,  bronze  or  German  Bilver  fittings,  solid  rings,  division  bag 
and  £PJf         xmake  J  ack  Bod. 10f «n..  12s-  6d- :  do. ,  donble  brazed,  14s.  6d.  to  21s  6d. 

Bh-ELS.— Nottingham  Wood,  polished,  3iin.,  Is.  9d. ;  41n.,  2s.  6d. ;  morablo  check,  3Hn.,  4s  • 
Vi™?"  revolving  plate,  check  reels, 3in.,6s.  6d. ;  4in.,  9s.  6d  ;  Brass, solid  backs, 3in  ,  2s.  6d 
on      a,a  (wa,erPr°of)  — Plaited  silk,  stout,  Id.  per  yard ;  hemp,  id.  per  yard.   Plaited  Flai  LineB,' 
20  yards,  7d. ;  Tanned,  8d. ;  60  yards,  2s.    Gable  Laid  Oord,  50  yards!  7Jd.  ' 
J5ASES'  Gut  or  Gimp.— Two  swivels  and  lead,  5d. ;  Twisted  Gut  do.,  from  7<t 
SNAPS,  Ac.— Byder's,  2d. ;  Pennell's,  2Jd. ;  Jardine's,  3d.  j  Double  Live  Bait  Hooks,  lid.  each  • 
Is.  3d.  per  dozen.  *^  ' 

BAITS.— Spoon,  from  6d.  each,  very  best  quality;  Silver  Plaited,  from  Is  ;  Devons.  Totnes  and 
Minnows,  from  6d.  each.  GUT  LINES,  frem  Id.  per  yard;  Best,  3  yards,  6d. ;  "  Fishing  Gazette" 
Gossamer,  8d.   Flies  dressed  to  any  pattern. 

Pcetage  Extra  on  all  Orders.    All  Orders  must  be  accompanied  by  a  remittance. 

G.  W.  HEIENS  (late  A.  BOLMER),  62,  WANDSWORTH  ROAD,  S.W. 

(Corner  of  Nine  Elms  Lane.) 


Pull  particulars  of  aims  and  work  of  the  League  may  be  had  on  application  to 
the  Secretary,  to  whom  all  cheques  should  be  made  payable.  • 

The  Navy  League  Journal  is  published  monthly,  and  sent  post  free  to  all 
Members.    Extra  copies  are  supplied  at  2s.  per  annum. 

Head  Office  of  the  League :  13,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  SW 
Branches:  London  (3),  Bristol,  Bath,  Windsor,  Brighton,  Cambridge,  Sydenham 
Liverpool,  Bedford,  Cape  Town,  Hong  Kong,  Malta,  Toronto,  Durban,  British 
Guiana,  Auckland,  and  Canterbury,  N.Z. 

ANGLERS  IN  IRELAND 

Can  obtain  every  requisite  of  the  best  quality  from 

JOS.  BRADDELL  &  SON,  BELFAST 

(Established  88  Years). 
Manufacturers  of  Hods,  Heels,  Lines,  Flies,  and  every  Requisite  for  Angling 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES  for  every  river.  SPECIALS  TIED. 

Illustrated  list,  with  revised  fishery  map  and  calendar  of  close  time,  3d.  post  free. 


Full  Particulars  of  the  FISHING  and  SHOOTING  EXPEDITION  to  the 

FAROE  ISLANDS  AND  ICELAND. 

Organised  by  J.  Russell- Jeaffreson,  F.B.G.S.,  and  Edgar  S.  Shrubsole,  can  be  obtained, 
and  a  sketch  map  of  the  route  seen,  at 

HOLBROW  &  CO.'s,  40,  Duke  St.,  St.  James,  S.W., 

Who  are  specially  prepared  to  furnish  the  Fishing  Tackle— Salmon,  Trout,  and  Sea 
Fishing— for  this  expedition,  and  for  any  similar  one.  All  letters  addressed  to  40,  Duke- 
street,  St.  James's,  will  reaoh  the  organisers  of  the  expedition. 


JOHN  COOPER  &  SONS 
SPECIALISTS  IN  FISH  MOUNTING, 

28,  RADNOR  STREET,  ST.  LUKE'S,  LONDON. 

Winners  ot  Five  Gold  and  Silver  Medals. 


THE  PERFECT  TAPER  SALMON  AND  TROUT  LINE. 


16-Plalt  Enamel  Dressed  Spinning  and  Trolling  Lines  • 
Wire  Centre  Casting  Lines;  Special  Landing  Nets  that 
cannot  catch  the  Hook;  Wire  Strand  Silk  Snood  in*  ■ 
ueep  Sea  lines,  sizes  from  Conger  to  Bass.  As  used  and 
recommended  by  Mr.  Fbanois  Fbanois,  Mr.  Senior  (of 
the  Field),  Authors  of  "Bod  in  India/'  and  "The  Sea 
fisherman,  Mr.  Mabston,  Mr.  Punnell,  Mr.  Fbank 
Bockland,  and  officers  of  the  English  and  Indian  armies, 
and  all  noted  anglers. 

Taper  Trout  Lines  from  Pure  Italian  Silk. 
Mahseer  Lines,  Dressed  Expressly  for  India. 
6  yards,  Silk  Taper  Ends,  to  Splice. 
Composition  in  Cakes  to  Be-dress  Lines. 
Samples  and  Catalogue  Two  Stamps. 
Postal  Address-COM 'PSJ ALL,  near  MARPLE. 


WYRESDALE  FISHERY  CZ^^^T),  LANCASHIRE. 

TROUT    FOR  STOCKING. 

Ova,  Fry,  Yearlings,  and  Two-Year-Olds. 

Fario,  Loch  Leven,  Fontinalis,  Rainbow,  and  Char,  &c. 

Send  for  Price  List  (Gratis),  or  visit  Fishery. 

RAINBOW   YEARLING  TROUT, 

The  Trout  of  the  Future. 

The  gamest,  quickest  growing,  and  best  table  fish.  Takes  more  freely  and  savagely 
than  any  other  variety  with  either  fly  or  bait.    Try  them.    Suitable  for  rivers, 

lakes,  or  ponds. 

Write  HON.  SECRETARY,  WYRESDALE  FISHERY,  GARSTANG,  LANCASHIRE. 

NORWAY 

We  will  be  pleased  to  give  every  information  respecting  Fishing  in  this  country. 
Having  fished  the  greater  part  of  Norway,  we  are  able  to  arrange  tours 
combining  splendid  sport  with  the  finest  soenery. 

WRITE    FOR    CATALOGUE,    SENT    POST  FREE. 

ONLY  ADDRESS— 

G.  LITTLE  &  CO., 

PRACTICAL  ANGLERS, 

63,   HAYMARKET,   LONDON,  S.W. 


TROUT,  LOCH  AND  SEA  TROUT  FLIES, 
RODS,  REELS,  LINES  AND  GENERAL  TACKLE, 

All  of  the  Best  Quality,  Manufactured  for  the  Salmon  and  Trout  Fisher. 

^7~-  OTjnvnnvcijsrs-, 

KTortix    or    Kngiana    Works,    Bishop  Aucia^a. 
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THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


Any  rod  maker  is  invited  to  a  test  (to  be  carried  out  by  properly  qualified  engineers)  of  his  make  of  rod  againri 

FOSTER'S "  CHALLENGE  BRAND  STEEL  RIBBED  ROD. 

^te>4#M  «*  WngU,^  diameter  to  dialer,  the  losing  U.  to  „  a  stated  „  to  a  pnbUe  eharity  to  be  named  by 
"^above  ohaUenge  has  been  iaaued  by  Foster's,  Ashbourne,  for  over  three  years,  in  their  advertisements  and  oataiogues, 
but  it  has  not  as  yet  met  with  an  acceptance ! ! ! 

FOSTEB'S  CATALOCTEFoa  1897  FREE. 


Above  edition  contains  265  pages,  300  illustrations,  and  is 


to  be  had  Post  Free  by  all  anglers  everywhere ;  but  the  largest  list  in. 


print  is  our 


COMPLETE  CATALOGUE  OF  TACKLE, 

„„,ch  edition  eontaTL  pages  and  310  iilnstrations.  This  eonUins  articies  on  angling,  and  is  posted  to  any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps 
value  Is  which  amount  may  be  deducted  from  Srst  order  amounting  to  10s. 

We  print  testimony  in  favour  ef  our  Tackle  from  all  the  leading  British  and  Foreign  anthonfes.   Sec  our  hst. 


POSTER'S,   ASHBOURNE,  ENGLAND. 

w  —  — 7   m   ..,    ■  TJna_  international  Tournament, 


Ettabllined 

A.D.  183S. 


^TOto,  AMBOTwn."  '  •*?  X  X4XV  **•  '  international  Tournament,  1890),  69,  HawlYille-roaa 
WKBO.  A.9KST — Ms.  JAMES  TAYLEB  (Scorer  of       nicest  po..iUe    


AT  AJLIj  BOOKSELLERS. 

IN  THE  NORTHMAN'S  LAND. 

TRAVEL,  SPORT,  and  FOLK-LORE  in  the  HARD  ANGER  FJORD  and  FJELD. 
By  Major  A.  F.  MOCKLER- FERRYMAN,  F.R.O.S.,  F.Z.S., 

OxtordBhlre  Light  Infantry,  Author  of  »  Up  the  Niger,"  &c. 
With  Map,  mutations,  and  Appendix.  With  ISje^pagelllustration,.  Crown  8vo,  320  pages,  7/6. 

SOME  PRESS  OPINIONS  ON  THE  WORK, 
ingtosay.   .   .   .   Will  be  welco med  M  a  veryp ?£sa^ 

^"^l^r'and^antpageB.  .    Aboj-d.  ^^Tr^^^^ 

of  the  Vikings,  with  curious  legends  of  ghosts  and  go bUns.  a  book for  general  readers  as 

weUaX^ 

7re  particularly  interesting. "— Daily  Neas        .       th     rdlnarv  traTeiier.    .   .    .   He  is  a  sports  - 
?•  Major  Ferryman  is  head  and '^^f^^^u^S^w"  knows.   What  he  has  to  say 

wbichheTp^» 


:  travellers  were  to  iouuw  majoi   *   . 

London:   SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY  Limited, 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTER  LANE,  FLEET  STBEET,  EC 


SAFETY  ROAD  SKATES 

(ANDERSON'S  PATENT). 

Used  by  all  the  leading  skaters.  Un- 
surpassed as  a  health  exercise.  Recom- 
mended by  the  medical  faculty.  Useful  to 
_  ANGLERS,  Golfers,  and  Tourists.  Easy 
^  to  learn.   As  fast  as  a  cycle.    The  only 
really  practical  Road  Skates. 

Price  J54  lOs.  nett. 

Send  for  Descriptive  Circular  to 

R.  ANDERSON  &  SONS, 

67,  Princes  Street, 
EDINBURGH. 


The  Finest  Illustrated  Magazine  of  the  Bay. 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE. 

ORDER   OF   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 
SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON,  &  COMPANY,  LTD.,  St,  Dunstan'S  House,  Fetter  Lane,  fc.o 


MONTHLY, 
ONE  SHILLING. 


3 

u. 


HUNDREDS  OF  TESTIMONIALS  FEOM  THE  HIGHEST  AUTHORITIES 


W.  T.  HANCOCK  &  CO., 

4,  PALL  MALL  PLACE,   ST.  JAMES'S,  LQNDON- 

Jjctrge  Illustrated  Catalogue  sent  post  free. 
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H*1 1't.'Fi'Fi 
SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

/~1  E  NILE  MEN  residing  at  the  BBEADAL- 
V5n'P'IS'  Aberfeldy,  have  five  miles 
<St  the  T:..,!„  .Salmon  and  Trout  Fishing,  and 
Troo;  Ifiahia'g  on  Loch-na-Craig,  both  with  use 
rjf  boat,  FBEE. 

ALEXANDER  NICOI,  lessee. 


SPLENDID  SALMON  FISHING 
TO  LET. 

fonmore  Hotel,  Loch  Tay,  Perthshire. 

Boats  to  Let  on  Reserve  Water  and  Hotel 
Water  ;  visitors  on  River  Lyon  free. 

Apply— Wm.  KNIGHT. 


LOCHINVAR  HOTEL, 

•  DALEY,  GALLOWAY. 

Anglers  will  find  the  above  hotel  replete  with 
every  comfort.  Public  Dining  and  Drawing 
Booms,  Private  Sitting  Booms,  Billiard  Boom, 
Tennis  Green.  Moderate  terms.  Special  charges 
for  children  and  servants.  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  in  Biver  and  Loch.  Posting. 


CUILFAIL  HOTEL, 

Pass  of  Melfort,  near  Oban. 

GOOD  TROUT  FISHING  FREE. 

SEASON  April  1st  till  end  of  September. 
Also  Deep-Sea  Fishintr  Boats  and  steady  boatmen 
for  the  use  of  Anglers.  Billiard  R6ora,  Lawn  TenDis, 
and  all  conveniences  connected  with  hotel.  Families 
Boarded  by  the  Week  or  Month.  No  accommodation 
for  servants.  Charges  according  to  Board  and  Apart- 
ments required.  Luncheons  and  Teas  always  ready  on 
arrival  of  coaches  to  and  from  Oban,  Ford,  and  Loch 
Awe.  Route— Per  Steamer  "Cohamba"  from  Glasgow, 
Greenock,  and  Gourock  daily  to  Ardrlahalg;  thence 
Royal  Mall  Coach  or  by  Caledonian  Railway  to  Oban ; 
thence  daily  Coach  in  season,  or  hire,  16  miles. 

The  hotel-keeper  has  been  stocking  his  lochs  annually 
for  the  last  fifteen  years  with  the  famous  Loch  Leven 
and  Fontinalis,  or  Great  American  Brook  Trout,  from 
the  Howietoun  Fishery,  Stirling,  and  the  Solway 
Fishery,  Dumfries.  Several  Hundred  Yearling  Rainbow 
Trout  have  been  added  this  season,  taken  from  the 
Wyresdale  Fishery,  Lancashire. 

JOHN  MCFADYEN, 
Cuilfail  Hotel,  Kilmelford,  by  Loch  Gilphead. 
Telegraphic  Address— McFadyen,  Kilmelford. 
Telegraph  Office  20  yards  from  Hotel. 


INC  HUMPH  HOTEL, 

ASSYNT,  SUTHERLANDSHIRE,  N.B. 

Free  Fishing:  on  Loch  and  River, 

W.  WALLACE  (late  of  Rhiconich  Hotel)  has  leased 
the  above.  The  hotel  has  teen  refurnished  in  the 
moat  modern  Btyle,  and,  with  strict  personal  attention, 
will  be  found  nnrlvalled  for  cuisine,  cleanliness, 
and  comfort.  New  sanitary  arrangements.  The  hotel 
is  beautifully  Bltuated  at  the  head  of  Loch  As^ynt, 
which  abounds  In  Balmcn,  Salmo  ferox.  and  Trout. 
Loch  Assynt  is  nin«  miles  long  and  one  broad,  and  is 
the  beat  Fishing  Loch  in  the  North.  Loch  Awe,  distant 
four  miles,  excellent  for  trout  and  Balmon.  Gillarco 
Loch  is  near,  where  a  peculiar  species  of  trout  is  to  be 
found  In  abundance.  There  are  also  a  number  of  other 
lochs  and'  streams  convenient  to  hotel,  Boate  and 
experienced  gillies;  Ashing  tackle ;  posting.  Route- 
Train  to  Lairg,  mail  coach  to  Inchnadamph,  or  carriage 
can  be  in  waiting  if  the  proprietor  be  previously  com- 
municated with. 

W.  WALLACE.  Proprietor. 


INVERNESS-SHIRE. 

rPHE  PRIORY  HOTEL,  Beauly.  Under 
new  management,  and  newly  fur- 
nished throughout.  Superior  accommo- 
dation and  cuisine.  Three  miles  of  Salmon 
and  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  the  Eiver 
Beauly,  free  to  patrons. — Geobge  Adams, 
Lessee. 


PERTHSHIRE. 

DUNALASTAIR  HOTEL, 

I^irxloch.  -  Rannoch. 
RIVER  TUMMEL  ANGLING. 

HOTEL  Visitors  have  free  fishing  on  Loch  Rannoch, 
famous  for  its  very  large  Trout  and  Balm*  Fertz. 
Splendid  Boats  and  experienced  Boatmen.  Also 
three  miles  of  River  Tumrael,  where  first-rate  sport  is 
had.  Posting  In  all  Its  departments.  Board  by  week  or 
month.   Charges  strictly  moderate. 

GEORGE  GOW.  Proprietor. 


RHICONICH  HOTEL, 

LAIRG,  N.B. 

FAMOUS  ANGLING  RESORT.  SALMON  and 
GRILSE  ANGLING  on  Garbetbeg  and  River 
Inchard  by  arrangement.  . 
FREE  TROUT  FISHING  on  upward*  of  twenty 
Lochs,  abounding  with  Brown  Trout,  Rome  with  S^ft 
Trout,  and  some  with  Grilse.  Unlimited  SEA  FISHING. 
Picturesque  views  of  marine  and  mountain  scenery. 
Posting.  Boating,  and  vehicular  Excursions.  Fishing 
Tackle,  &c-  All  communications  promptly  attended  to. 

Route— Rail  to  Lairg,  thence  mail  Coach  or  Hire. 
Glangow  steamers  call  weekly. 

 Capt  JOS.  SMITH.  Proprietor. 

The  Esk,  Dumfriesshire. 

CROWN  HOTEL,  LANGHOLM. 

Most  Central,  Principal,  and  Largest  Hotel 
in  Neighbourhood. 

SALMON,  Boa  Trout,  Herling,  and  Trout 
Fishing.  Headquarters  of  tlio  Road  and  Path 
Cycle  Association.  Posting.  Moderate  terms. 
'Bub  meets  all  trains.   Tariff  on  application. 

ADAM  WATT,  Proprietor. 


LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

NORTH  WALES. 

1025ft.  above  sea  level,  and  overlooking  the 
lake ;  bracing  air  and  magnificent  scenery. 

First-rate  TROUT  FISHING. 

GROUSE  MOORS  and  Rough  SHOOTING  to  LET. 

Nearest  Station  LLANFYLLIN. 

For  Tariff  apply  to — 

MISS  DAVIES  <Post" ^raphlc),  LAKE  VYRNWY  HOTEL, 

OSWZESTZE^IT. 


"  Among  the  best  and  cheapest  Hotels  soecial  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Arundel."— Charles  Dickens. 

THE     ARUNDEL  HOTEL, 

CLOSE  TO  T.HE  TEMPLE  STATION  ON  THE  DISTRICT  BAIL  WAY,  THE  LAW  COURTS, 
•THEATRES,  STRAND,  THE  RIVER,  Ac. 


(HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE  FLY-FISHERS'  CLUB.) 

VICTORIA  EMBANKMENT,  STRAND,  LONDON. 

One  of  the  finest  positions  in  the  Metropolis, 
BED,   BREAKFAST,    AND    ATTENDANCE   FROM  6s 


SWAN  HOTEL,  TENBURY, 

WORCESTERSHIRE. 

CIEVEN  miles  of  excellent  TROUT  and  GRAYLING  FISHING,  including  three 
miles  of  association,  at  5s.  per  three  days,  2s.  6d.  per  day,  or  10s.  per  fortnight ; 
portion  strictly  fly;  Sunday  fishing  allowed  on  two  and  a  half  miles,  for  fly  or  bait. 

H.  HARDEMAN,  Proprietor. 


LOCH  KATRINE— STRONACHLACHAR  HOTEL. 

THIS  Hotel,  the  only  one  on  the  shores  of  Loch  Katrine,  is  most  beautifully  situated 
In  the  heart  of  Bob  Boy's  country,  Glengyle  and  the  romantic  graveyard  of  Clan  Gregor  being 
in  close  proximity,  and  as  a  fishing  station  it  is  unsurpassed.  The  fishing  Is  free  on  Loch  Katrine, 
Loch  Chon,  and  several  hill  lochs,  to  people  staying  at  the  hotel;  excellent  boats  and  experienced 
boatmen  are  kept.  The  hotel  is  replete  with  every  comfort,  and  is  reached  by  way  of  Callander  and 
Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  or  by  Loch  Lomond  steamer  and  coach  from  Inversnaid,  or 
by  Aberfoylo  and  Trossachs  and  Loch  Katrine  steamer,  there  being  a  full  service  of  ooaches  and 
steamers  by  these  routes  during  the  season.   Post  and  telegraph  office  in  hotel. 

DONALD  FERGUSON,  Proprietor. 


LOCHMADDY 

NORTH    UIST,  HEBRIDES. 

EEY  FINEST  BROWN  TROUT  FISHING  up  to  end  of  August.  Excellent  SALMON  and 
SKA  TROUT  FISHING  from  July  15  on  to  end'  of  season.  Very  good  SEA  FISHING. 
Handsome  newly  furnished  Sitting  Room  and  Smoking  Itoom.  Hot  and  ("old  and  Salt  water  Baths. 
Posting.   Boats  on  all  lochs.    Daily  MailB,  and  Telegraph  Office  at  hand. 

D.  C.  MACMILLA.N  (Late  of  Craigard  and  Columba  Hotels,  Oban). 


V 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

THE  GRAND  HOTEL, 

ABEEDEEU. 


THE  SPRING  SALMON  ANGLING  on  the 
Oratbes  Castle  Water  of  tho  Doe  to  LET  In 
Boats— 4J  miloK  of  river  ;  also  rods  on  the  Grand- 
holm  House  Wator  on  the  Don.    Spring  and 
autumn.    Each  rod  to  have  a  frosh  boat  dally. 
CHARLES  MANN,  Proprietor,  Grand  Hotel. 


LDIB  HOTEL 

(LOCH  TAT) 

GLEN  DOCHART,  PERTHSHIRE. 

BEAUTIFULLY  SITUATED  on  tha  bank*  of  tho 
Rlvor  Dochart,  aurrounded  by  wild,  ploturosque, 
ntul  .  km,  1 1,1  m  ,  \  ;  nix  mllos  from  tho  head 

of  Looh  Tay,  and  ono  ntllo  from  Lulb  Station  on  tho 
Callander  and  Oban  Railway.  live  nilloa  of  good 
Salmon  ami  Trout  Ashing  on  the  River  Dochart ;  Looh 
Doobart  and  Looh  Nubhalr  froe  to  visitor*  staying  at 
tho  ii,,  i,  i  floats  free.  Every  Home  Oomfort,  com- 
bined with  moderato  charges.  Pantos  Boardod.  Oolf 
Course.  Posting  in  all  branches.  PoHt  and  Telegraph, 
Lulb  Station.    DONALD  McNAUGIITON,  Proprietor. 


SUTHERLANDSHIRE. 

CULAG  HOTEL,  LOCHINVER,  N.B. 

TflXCELLENT  TROUTING  in  quite  a 
-*—^  number  of  lochs,  free;  ferox  salmon,  sea 
trout ;  seafishing  first-class  ;  mail  daily.  Tele- 
grams, "  Culag,  Lochinver."      J.  Mackenzie. 

Boute  :  Bail  to  Lairg,  thence  daily  mail  coach, 
or  hire ;  or  Mr.  MacBrayne's  steamers  from 
Glasgow,  Oban,  <fcc. ,  to  hotel  door. 


LOCHS  KATRINE,  AHCEAY,  VENBACEAB. 

Scene  of  Scott'e  "  Lady  of  the  Lake." 
T  roHHncha  Hotel, 

By  CALLANDEB,  N.B. 

IS  conveniently  Bituated  for  these  rom&ntlo 
Lakes,  which  all  afford  splendid  Angling,  tha 
Trout  running  a  large  average.  BOATS  AND 
BOATMEN.  Special  terms  arranged  with  parties 
staying  a  week  or  longer.   Posting.  Excursions. 

B.  BLAIR,  Proprietor. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  in  Sotel. 


BORDER  ESK,  LANGHOLM. 

The  most  convenient  place  to  stay  to  fish 
all  parts  of  this  river  is  at  the 

ESKDALE  TEMPERANCE  HOTEL, 

Every  Accommodation  for  Anglers  and 
Families. 

For  Fishing  Prospectus  and  Tariff, 
apply  to 

Wm.  DOUGLAS,  Proprietor. 


FORD  HOTEL,  LOCH  AWE. 

UNDER   NEW  MANAGEMENT. 

THE  above  Hotel  Is  nicely  situated  at  the  lower 
end  of  Loch  Awe,  and  has  been  greatly  im- 
proved, refurnished,  and  enlarged.  It  can  be 
reached  by  coach  from  Ardrishalg,  to  which 
steamers  from  Glasgow  run  daily.  Also  during 
season  by  steamers  on  Loch  Awe  and  coaches 
from  Oban.  FREE  SALMON  &  TB.OUT 
PISHING.  Postal  Address:  Ford  Hotel  by 
Lochgilphead,  Telegraphic  Address :  Hotel, 
Ford,  Argyll.— D.  MoGALL,  Proprietor. 

RIVER  TWEED. 

Excellent  Trout  Fishing,  4  Miles  Free. 

"DTJCCLETJGH    ARMS    HOTEL,  St. 

Boswell's ;  one  mile  from  station ; 
pleasantly  situated  on  St.  Boswell's  Green, 
within  three  minutes'  walk  of  Tweed ;  first- 
class  accommodation ;  posting ;  trains  met 
by  order. — T.  Grinham. 
 TELEPHONE  NO.  BIO. 

STANDING  STONES  HOTEL, 

STENMESS,    STROMNESS,  ORKNEY. 

nnHIS  first  class  Hotel  is  on  the  banks  of  Loch 
I  Stenness,  and  is  five  minutes'  walk  from 
the  Loch  of  Harry.  FREE  FISHING  on  Loch 
Stenncus,  Harry,  and  all  the  surrounding  lochs 
Terms  on  application. 

JOHN  MACK  AY,  Proprietor. 
Also 

MASON'S  ARMS  HOTEL, 

STRl  >;\I  N  ESS. 
Both  Hotels  connected  by  telephone. 

SALMON  AND  TROUT  FISHING. 

TAYNUILT  HOTEL, 

ARGYLLSHIRE,  N.B. 

SPLENDID  SALMON,  GBILSE,  and  TBOUT 
FISHING  on  the  famous  Biver  Awe  FBEE 
to  Visitors.  Good  Trout  Fishing  on  Five  Miles 
of  the  Biver  Nant  can  be  had  on  payment  oft 
small  fee.  Sea  Trout  Fishing  on  Looh  Etivo,  and 
Brown  Trout  on  Hill  Lochs  free. 

D.  MAODONALD,  Proprietor. 

TONGUE  HOTEL, 

SUTHERLAND,  N.B. 

MALCOLM  MACINNES,  Proprietor. 

1  )I,UASANTLY  situated  on  the  North  Coast 
.1.  of  Sutherland,  In  ono  of  the  host  districts 
of  thai  famous  Fishing  county,  and  surrounded 
by  some  or  the  finost  scenery  of  the  Highlands. 
Splendid  brown  [trout,  RCa  trout,  and  deep  sea 
llshing  within  easy  reach  of  tho  HoteL  Boats  on 
all  the  lochs  and  Kylo.  flood  golf  course  of  nine 
holeR.    Drawing  room  and  two  sitting  rooms. 

Altnacealgach  Hotel,  Sut herlundshi re. 
T^HIS  Hotel,  situatod  in  ono  of  the  most 

A  picturesque  parts  of  the  Northern  Highlands,  la, 
In  respoct  of  tho  magnificence  of  the  vlows  to  be 
obtained  from  It,  and  the  aplcndld  facilities  It  ofTora  for 
Trout  and  Ferox  Kishlng.  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
hotel  In  the  county.  Eight  limits,  with  experienced 
boatmen,  kept  on  the  Locus  for  the  Hotel  Visitors.  To 
real  lovors  of  Trout  Fishing  of  the  very  best  description, 
thla  qulot  spot  rcqult-OH  only  to  be  known  to  be  appre- 
ciated. Variety  of  Kilos,  Sc.,  of  tho  most  appro ed  kind 
always  kept  In  stock.  A  dally  Mall  Car  from  Lairg  to 
Looh  Inver,  between  which  places  this  Hotel  Is  about 
halfway,  passes  the  door.  Very  bracing  air,  oomfort. 
qulot,  and  Moderate  Tariff.        MIIS.  MAODONALD. 
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A1XTGLERS' 

COLL  HOTEL. 

ISLAND  OP  COLL  (BY  OBAN). 

THIS  HOTEL,  under  new  management,  and 
refurnished  with  every-modern  convenience 
for  anglers  and  others  visiting  the  Highlands. 
Trout  fishing  on  thirteen,  loehs  free.  Also  sea 
fishing  and  Bailing.  Pleasure  boats.-  Exceptional 
mild  climate.  Charges  extremely  moderate.  Post 
and  telegraph  office.  Mail  steamer  from  Oban 
every  alternate  day.  _ 

A.  MACLEOD,  Proprietor. 


THE  PISHING  GAZETTE 


ui 


TTOTELS,  FISHING  QUARTERS, 

 ^   n  i>  t»  w  a  oirnw    ATf.TVTS  HOT! 


OVERSCAIG  HOTEL, 

Via  Lairg,  ST.B. 

THE  Angler's  Paradise  for  Trout  and  Ferox. 
Fishing  on  Lochs  Shin,  Grian,  Merkland, 
and  Gorm.  Also  Salmon  and  Sea  Trout  Fishing. 
Boats  and  experienced  G™e^«^y 

Total  season  1895,  sixty  days'  fishing  for  ONE 
rod,  2206  fish,  weighing  11251b 


FORTINGALL  HOTEL, 

GLEN  LYON  PERTHSHIRE. 

8 J  miles  from  Aberfeldy  Railwav  Station, 
and  1\  miles  from  Fearnan  Pier,  Loch  Tav. 
This  new  First-clasa  Hotel  Is  beautifully  situated 
near  the  "  Famous  Pass  of  Glenlyon,  with  Mineral 
Well  "  Good  spring  salmon  fishing  on  the  Eiver 
Lyon  opens  Jan.  15.  Trout  fishing  free.  Posting. 
Post  and  Telegraph  Office  two  minutes  walk. 

PAUL  MaoPHATL  Proprietor 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

Salmon,  Grilse,  Sea  &  Brown  Trout  Fishing. 
TO  REAL  ANGLERS. 

SUBSCRIBER  respectfully  directs  Anglers' 
attention  to  above  Fishing,  comprising 
several  miles  of  two  Salmon  Rivers,  viz.,  the 
Gweedore  and  Bunawack.  Also  the  famous 
Loughanure,  so  well  known  for  salmon,  grilse, 
sea  and  brown  trout;  and  several  smaller  Lakes 
with  brown  trout  up  to  41b.,  all  of  which  I  secured 
the  exclusive  right  of,  and  thoroughly  preserved. 
There  are  a  good  run  of  Spring  Salmon  on  above 
rivers  from  March  1st.  Grilse  and  sea  trout  com- 
mence May  12th.  Good  boat  accommodation  on 
lakes.— Apply  Proprietor,  Crolly  Bridge  Hotel, 
Bunbeg,  co.  Donegal 


NEWTONSTEWART,  IRELAND, 

CASTLE  HOTEL. 

SPLENDID  SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING 
on  Rivers  Mourne,  Strule,  Derg,  and 
Glenelly.  All  within  a  short  distance  of  Hotel. 
Anglers  patronising  above  Hotel  will  find  every 
comfort  and  accommodation.  Full  particulars 
and  terms  on  application  to  the  Proprietor, 

JAMES  ROCHE. 


DURNESS  HOTEL,  by  Lairg,  Sutherlandshire. 

SALMON.  GRILSE,  SEA.  TROUT,  and  FINNOCK 
ANGLING.  Crosspuil  and  Loch  Trout  Angling. 
Two  miles  ot  the  romantic  Kyle  of  Durness,  one 
-  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Hotel,  affords  the  best  sport 
that  is  had  in  the  North  with  sea  trout  by  trolling. 
On  Loch  Seine  there  is  excellent  fishing  for  sea  trout 
and  on  the  low»r  pools  and  streams  of  the  Dion  ai  d 
sport  is  got  with  grilse,  sea  trout,  finnock,  and  tidal 
trout  There  is  good  brown  trout  fismng  on  a  few  lochs 
and  Loch  Crosspuil.  with  its  celebrated  trout-gamer 
than  any  sea  trout  and  as  silvery— is  only  a  few  hundred 
yards  distant.  Rook  and  deep  sea  fishing.  Seal  shooting 
at  certain  Btates  of  the  tide.    Boats  for  Angling  Free. 

MRS.  TURNBTJLL.  Proprietress. 


SALMON  ANGLING. 

,  J-i  SALMO  FEROJC Fishing  on  Loch  Awe,  Free,  ex- 
perienced boatmen.  Boats  towed  by  Steam  Launch 
o  the  best  Fishing  Giounds.  Magnificent  views  of 
mountain,  lake  and  river  scenery  obtained  from  the 
Hotel.  .  ,. 

DALMALLYHOTEL.  GLENORCHT.  under  the  same 
management.  — Guests  have  nine  miles  FREE 
SALMON  FISHING  on  the  beautiful  and  cele- 
rated  salmon  river  ORCHY.    Parties  wiring  to  ascer- 

ain  nlv  of  river  promptly  answered.  

Bmp  y  v      DUNCAN  FRASER.  Proprietor. 

IMPERIAL  &  ROYAL 
HOTELS, 

Patronised  by  His  Excellency  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
H.M.L.,the  Nobility  and  Centry. 

TOURISTS  and  anglers  will  find  superior 
accommodation  at  above  hotels,  and  nrst- 
class  cuisine.  Splendid  billiard,  smoke,  and 
private  sitting  rooms,  new  bath  rooms,  hot  and 
cold  shower  i  ecently  fitted  up ;  sanitary  arrange- 
ments on  most  modern  system;  some  of  the  best 
casts  on  the  Moy  within  three  minutes  walk ; 
only  half  an  hour's  drive  to  the  best  salmon  and 
tront  grounds  on  Lough  Conn;  cars,  boats, 
attendance,  always  ready  to  order;  hotel  buses 
attend  all  trains.  Special  boarding  terms  by  the 
week  if  required.  A  brake  and  pair  leave  the 
hotel  every  morning  for  the  best  fishing  ground 
in  Lough  Conn,  and  return  in  the  evening  in  lime 
for  Tal>k  'fhote,  free  of  charge.  All  communica- 
tions will  have  immediate  attention.  Telegrams— 
"Flynn,  Ballina."  .  ,  ■' 

NB—  The  proprietor  hag  just  secured  the 
exclusive  fishing  rights  on  the  preserved  portion 
of  the  river  Moy  at  Rahins,  situated  withm  a 
short  mile  of  the  town,  and  where  some  of  the 
best  salmon  casts  are  known  to  be  on  the  river, 
which  are  specially  reserved  for  visitors  and 
tourists  staying  at  the  above  hotels— all  fish 
killed  being  their  own 


MOY  HOTEL,  BALLINA, 

AND 

RUNAGRY  HOUSE,  Lough  Conn. 

PATRONISED  by  the  Prince  and  Princess  of 
Saxe- Weimar,  Earl  and  Countess  Lucan, 
Nobility  and  Gentry.  The  Proprietor  has  just 
taken  valuable  Salmon  Fishing  on  the  river  Moy, 
close  to  the  Hotel,  for  the  use  of  Anglers  staying 
there.  Fish  can  be  retained- by  them.  For 
particulars  apply  to    E.  MURTAGH,  Proprietor. 

ROSSES  FISHERY. 

DUIfGLOE,  CO.  DONEGAL. 

SPLENDID  WHITE  AND  BROWN  TROUT 
FISHING — Comprising  over  100  Lakes- 
Eight  of  these  Lakes  white  trout  run  up  to  61b. 
and  over  Largest  basket  last  season,  271b.  floz. ; 
heaviest  fish,  61b.  2oz.  Situated  in  the  wilds  of 
Donegal.  Splendid  mountain  and  coast  scenery- 
Seal  and  rock-pigeon  shooting.  Fifteen  boats  on 
the  Lakes.  Best  Lakes  within  1§  miles  of  the 
Hotels,  at  which  excellent  accommodation  can  be 
had.  Fishing  terms :  40s.  monthly,  los.  weekly, 
3s.  6d.  per  day ;  5s.  per  day  man  and  boat.  New 
light  railway  to  Fintown,  within  ten  miles.  A 
Hatchery  has  been  erected  at  considerable  cost; 
15,000  Lough  Leven  fry  and  5000  Rainbow  Trout 
fry  turned  out  this  season,  as  well  as  a  large 
number  of  Salmon  fry.  Full  particulars  from 
S.  HANLON,  C.P.S.,  Manager, 

Dungloe,  Co.  Donegal. 


FOR  PURE  AIR  and  the  FINEST  INLAND 
SCENERY  in  England  you  must  go  to 
TOBRINGXOST.   The  Proprietor  of  the 

GLOBE  HOTEL 

Has  many  miles  of  Preserved  Water.  Good 
SAT.MOK,  TBOUT,  ft  PEEX.  FISHING 

for  Visitors.  The  town  has  a  splendid  Bowlmg 
Green  overlooking  the  far-famed  Castle  Hill  and 
River  Torridge.  Torrington  is  designated  the 
modern  Jerusalem.  Hotel  'Bus  meets  all  trams. 
Tariff  on  Application. 


THE  C AENAEVON  ARMS  HOTEL, 

Dulverton  Station  (G.W.R.). 


RAM  HOTEL  AND  BOARDING  HOUSE, 

BRANDON,  NORFOLK. 

RIVER  OUSE. 

FREE  FISHING  ALL  THE  YEAR. 
Special  Terms  to  Families  staying 
Three  or  Four  Days  or  longer.  Healthy 
spot;  good  scenery.     Terms  moderate. 
Three  minutes'  walk  from  railway  station 
I.  ROLPH,  Proprietor. 


LOUGHS  CONN  AND  CULLIN. 

FREE  SALMON,  CHAR,  TROUT,  and  PIKE 
FISHING. — Subscriber  begs  to  intimate  to 
Anglers  and  Tourists  that  his  HOTEL  is  now 
OPEN  for  the  reception  of  Anglers.  The  house 
is  situated  in  that  lovely  sheltered  glen  close  to 
the  Police  Barracks;  most  charming  scenery, 
wood  and  mountain,  and  overlooking  Lough 
Cullin;  within  ten  minutes'  walk  of  pontoon 
bridge  on  Lough  Conn,  celebrated  for  its  salmon 
and  trout  fishing.  New  bath-rooms,  and  sanitary 
arrangements  on  most  modern  system.  Terms- 
board  and  lodging,  with  men  and  boats,  £3  10s. 
per  week.— For  further  particulars  apply  to  the 
Proprietor,  P.  HealY,  The  Angler's  Hotel,  Pon- 
toon, Foxford,  co.  Mayo.  Ireland 


FIVE  MILES  TROUT  FISHING  in  private 
water  of  the  Earl  of  Carnarvon;  Rivers  Exe  and 
Barle.    Free  to  visitors.   Quite  in  the  country 
five  hours  from  London.   Golf  links  adjoining. 

Also  the  Edgcott  Hotel,  Exford.  Miles  of  free 
fishing.  900ft.  altitude  ;  sheltered  and  com- 
fortable.  C.  W  NELDER.  i 

MAELOG  LAKE  HOTEL, 

TY  CROES,  ANGLESEY. 

BRIGHT  bracing  climate.  Capital  Trout 
Fishing  (lafe  es  and  streams').  Sea  Fishing 
and  splendid  Bathing  Sands.  Grand  Sporting 
Golf  Course  adjoins  Hotel  and  sea  coast.  Plan 
of  links  and  moderate  inclusive  tariff  on  request. 


SALMON  &  TROUT  FISHING. 

GENTLEMEN  STAYING  AT 

BAY  VIEW  HOTEL, 

WATERVILLE,  Co.  KERRY, 

Can  have  First-clasa  Salmon  and  Trout 
Fishing  Free,  commencing  Feb.  1. 

During  the  month  of  February,  1895, 
One  Hundred  and  Ninety  Salmon  were 
landed  with  rod  and  line. 

Terms  very  moderate. 

Apply  to  the  Proprietor. 

SALMON,  Trout,  and  Pike  Fishing  on 
four  Loughs— Conn,  Cullen,  Derry- 
mannin,  and  Lough  Alick.  Board  and 
lodgings,  with  boat  and  two  men,  £1  ;  and 
two  gentlemen  fishing  from  the  one  boat, 
£3  5s.  each  per  week.  No  charge  on 
Sundays  for  boat  and  men.— Apply  to 
Tom  Clarke,  Angler's  Hotel,  Cloghans, 
Ballina,  Mayo,  Ireland. 


SEA  FISHING  WITH 
ROD  AND  LINE. 

Valencia  Harbour,  Co.  Kerry. 

VISITORS  TO  THE 

VALENCIA  HOTEL 

Can  have  First  -  class  Pollack, 
Whiting,  Bream,  and  Bass  Fishing 
in  the  Harbour  and  off  the  Pier 
and  Breakwater. 

Terms  very  moderate. 
Apply  to  the  Manager. 

SHANNON*  LOUGH  DERG, 

KILL  ALOE,  IRELAND. 

MOST  reliable  information  as  to  Salmon, 
Grilse,  and  Trout  Fishing  in  free  and  preserved 
waters,  river,  and  lake,  at  this  station :  also  as  to 
accommodation  and  board  in  private  cottage  close  to 
river.  Expenses,  shortest  route  from  England  and 
Scotland,  on  application  to  S.  J.  HURLEY,  Killaloe, 
Co  Clare,  Ireland.  N.B.— The  Green  Drake  season  on 
lake  commences  about  last  week  in  May,  when  the  big 
trout  are  ahout  in  thousands.  


FOX  AND  HOUNDS  HOTEL, 

Eggesford,  N.  Devon. 

OVER  twenty  miles  of  Excellent 
PISHING  Free  to  Hotel  Guests  in 

MID  TAW  &  LITTLE  DART. 

Splendid  country.  Close  to  Station  and 
Church,  and  meets  of  the  Otter  Hounds, 
Foxhounds,  and  Harriers. 

R.  P.  MARSHALL,  Proprietor. 

THK 

LAMB  HOTEL, 

DULVERTON, 
WEST  SOMERSET. 

exceuSnTfTshing 

For  visitors  staying  at  the  above  well- 
known  Hotel  on  rivers  Exe  and  Barle. 
First-class  accommodation.  Charges 
strictly  modeiate. 

VICTOR   and  HUSSON, 

Proprietors.  


Proprietor,  T.  J.  COTTBELL. 


OULTQN  BROAD  FISHERY, 

LOWESTOFT. 

Preserved  under  the  Norfolk  &  Suffolk  Fisheries  Act. 

QUARTERS:  WHERRY  HOTEL, 
MUTFORD  BRIDGE.  Beautifully 
situated.  Established  nearly  a  century. 
Boats,  2s. ;  full  bait,  Is. ;  men,  4s.  per  day. 
Terms  for  stopping  Visitors  on  applica- 
tion.   Gravel  and  sandy  soil. 

Or.  MASON,  Proprietor. 

SNOWDON  RANGER  HOTEL, 

Lake  Quellyn, 

NEAR 

CARNARVON. 

The  finest  Trout  and  Char  fishing  free. 
Splendid  centre  for  mountaineering. 


KELLAND'S 

GEORGE  HOTEL, 

SOUTH  MOLTON,  NORTH  DEVON. 

OVER    Ten    Miles    of    excellent  TBOUT 
FISHING  on  the  Mole  and  Bray  rivers 
FREE  to  visitors  staying  at  the  hotel.  Charming 
scenery;  bracing  air.    Terms  moderate.  Tariff 
and  full  particulars  of  the  proprietor,  b.  r 
;  KELLAND.  


TORCROSS  HOTEL, 

Nr.  Kingsbridge,  S.  Devon. 

SPORTS— Fishing  for  Pike,  Perch,  Roach,  and 
Rudd;   also  Sea  Fishing.    Billiard!  and 
Tennis     Fishing  all  the  year  round.  No 
close  season.    Boarders  (Table  d'hote)  from 
8s.  6d.  per  day.    Nearest  Railway  Stations: 
Ktngsbridge  and  Dartmouth,  G.W.B. 

W.  VICKEBT,  Proprietor. 


THE  DONEGAL  HIGHLANDS. 

THE  SPORTING  HOTEL 

OP   THE  NORTH. 

A  Besort  for  the  Angler,  Tourist,  and  Antiquarian. 

SPLENDID  SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING 
with  boats  on  the  lakes  at  moderate  rat  cs. 
The  owner  has  also  a  very  nice  HOUSE  to 
LET  for  the  Summer  Months,  from  whom  further 
particulars  as  to  terms,  &c,  cim  be  obtained, 

Proprietor,  Neil  MoNkms,  the  Nesbitt  Arms 
Hotel.  Ardara,  Co.  Donegal.  „m,i_ 
N.B.— A  new  line  of  railway  opened  to  within 
six  miles  of  the  hotel 


MERCERS  HOTEL, 
KILREA,  BELFAST. 

SALMON  and  TROUT  FISHING  on  the 
RIVER    BANN.    Free  to  visitors 
staying  at  the  Hotel.— For  particulars 

apply  to  . 

R©BERT  KIRK,  Proprietor. 


rHE  ROSE  AND  CROWN  HOTEL 

BAIN  BRIDGE,  WENSLEYDALE. 

MILES  of  Excellent  TROUT  and  GRAYLING 
FISHING  on  River  Yore  and  Tributaries , 
Trout  Bream,  and  Rudd  fishing  on  Lake  Semer- 
water  (the  largest  natural  lake  in  Yorkshire) 
Charm  ng  scenery,  bracing  mountain  air.  Good 
accommodation.  Boat  on  the  Lake.  Terms 
moderate  Letters:  Rose  and  Crown,  Barn- 
bridge?  Askrigg,  R.S.O.  Telegrams  :  "Rose  and 
Cr°™ENDA^L  and  OHIER1CI,  Proprietors. 


ROACH  AND  BREAM 


FISHERS 


Should  try  a  day's  Fishing  In  the  850  acres  of 
water,  strictly  preserved,  belonging  to 

The  WELSH  HARP  FISHERY, 

HENDON,  MIDDLESEX. 

Capital  Accommodation  at  Warner's. 

BOATS,  PUNTS,  &c. 

»  Pike,  perch,  roach,  Ac,  aro  numerous."— 

Angler's  Diary. 

Frequent  trains  from  all  Metropolitan  stations 
Book  for  the  Welsh  Harp  btation. 


DRY  FLY  FISHING. 

TWO  VACANCIES  OCCUR, 

LOWER  STOUR  FISHERY, 

One  hour  and  twenty  minutes  from  town. 
Annually  Re-stocked  with  1000  two- 
year-old  trout.    OPENS  at  EASTER. . 
■p.  Q.  NASH,  Parade,  Canterbury. 

FISHING  &  SPORTING  PROPERTIES. 

Houses,  Land,  &  Estates 
To  LET  &  for  SALE. 

SEE  THE 

ESTATES  GAZETTE, 

The  oldest  and  best  Journal  devoted  to 
Land,  House  Property,  and  Agriculture 

Forthcoming  Sales  and  Results  of  Sales 
recorded  eacli  week. 

EVERY  SATURDAY.   Price  3d. 

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION,  15s. 

Chief  Office  : 
0,  ST.  BRIDE  .STREET.  LONDON,  JSC. 

SIbbtTsTfowls,  and  fish  ov 

ALL  KINDS  WANTED. 

ANY  QUANTITY  WEEKLY. 
Good  Prices   Paid    for   Good  Quality. 
MACLAREN  &  CO., 

Prodnoo  Merchants  &  Commission  Agents, 
146  &  148,  CENTRE  STREET, 
GLASGOW,  S.S. 
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J.  PEEK  d  SON, 

WHOLESALE,  RETAIL,  AND  EXPORT  FISHING  ROD 
AND  TACKLE  MANUFACTURERS. 

40,  GRAY'S  INN  ROAD, 

Close   to   HOLBORN,   LONDON,  WlC. 

Best  WHITE  CANE  ROACH  RODS,  20ft.,  pack  into  Two,  Fancy  Whipped, 

Brazed  inside  lower  Joints,  2  Tops,  Light  and  Stiff.    20s.  and  30s. 
Bamboo  ROACH  and  BREAM  RODS,  20ft.,  2  Tops,  Rings  and  Winch  Fittings, 
pack  into  Three.    10s.  6d.,  12s.  6d.,  18s. 
Bamboo  ROACH  POLE,  19ft.,  2  Tops,  pack  into  Two.    With  Bag,  8s.  6d. 
LEDGER  and   PUNT  RODS,  Snake  Rings,  2  Tops.     53.  6d.,  6s.,  7s.  6&., 

10s.  6d.,  143.,  22s. 

GREEN  HEART  or  WHOLE  CANE  FLY  RODS,  2  Tops,  Bronze  Fittings, 
Double  Brazed.    10s.  6d.  to  22s. 
Best  TROUT  FLIES,  on  Gut  or  Eyed  Hooks.    Is.  dozen. 
FLOATING  DRY  FLIES,  on  Eyed  Hooks.    Is.  6d.  dozen. 
Best  GUT  CASTS,  3  yards,  stout,  medium,  fine,  xf,  2x,  3xf.    6d.  each. 
Good  GUT  CASTS,  3  yards.    4d.  each. 


Catalogues  Gratis.     Terms  Cash. 


THE 

TONIC  FOR  ANGLERS, 

GRANT'S  MORELLA 
CHERRY  BRANDY. 

UNIVERSALLY  ACKNOWLEDGED  TO  BE  THE  VERY  BEST. 
Ask  for  it  at  all  Hotel  Bars,  &c. 

T.  GRANT  &  SONS,  Maidstone,  Kent. 


NO  MORE  BULKY  FISHING  BOOKS. 

PALEY'S  TACKLE  AND  FLY  POUCH. 

Length  5  inches,  Width  4  inches. 

Has  nine  compartments  for  keeping  Casta, 
Flies,  and  Hooks,  and  though  holding  a  large 
quantity  of  tackle,  takes  up  very  little  room 
in  the  pocket,  and  having  turned  dawn 
leather  flopfl,  always  keeps  closed.  It  has 
solid  leather  backs  and  waterproof  vegetable 
leaves. 

Price— No.  1  size,  Is.  7d. ;  No.  2  size 
3a.  6d.,  post  free,  from  all  Fishing  Tackle 
CLOSED,  Dealers  or 

WILLIAM  BIRKET,   Lord  Street,  PRESTON. 

Wholesale  Agents:  S.  ALLCOCX  &  CO..  BEDDITCH. 


LAMBERT  I  BUTLER'S 

HIGH  GLASS  TOBACCOS. 

ORIGINAL  PRIZE  MEDALS. 

Jessamine,  Hay  Blossom,  Prize  Medal  Bird's  Eye,  Gold  Flake, 
Golden  Yalley,  Navy  Cut,  Waverley  Mixture,  Log  Cabin, 
Blended  Navy  Cut,  and  Kentucky  Mixture, 

Are  Sold  by  Tobacconists  throughout  the  United  Kingdom  in 
Patent  Air-tight  Tins  and  Packets, 

bearing  LAMBERT  &  BUTLER'S 

NAME  AND  TRADE  MARK  ON  THE  LABELS. 


CASTLECONNELL  RODS 

ENRIGHT'S  RODS, 

ENRIGHT'S  REELS, 

ENRIGHT'S  LINES, 

ENRIGHT'S  FLIES, 

ENRIGHT'S  CASTS, 

AND     GENERAL     ASSORTMENT  OF 

HIGH  CLASS  FISHING  TACKLE, 

NOW  FOR  SALE, 

FISHERIES  EXHIBITION, 

IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE. 

SOLE  MAKERS  OF  THE 

"CASTLECONNELL"  RODS. 

JOHN  ENRIGHT  &  SON, 

CASTLECONNELL,  IRELAND. 

NO  AGENTS. 


1  GOLD  MEDAL. 
'  SPECIAL  PRIZE. 


AND 


HIGHEST  AWARD. 


FOR 
GENTLEMEN 


I  WADING 
SJKL  STOCKINGS, 

§     13/6  to  27/6. 

TROUSERS, 

24/6  to  45/- 

BROGTTES, 

_       9/-  to  29/6. 

£  THIGH  BOOTS, 

21/-  to  80/- 

1  COMBINATION 
Z  WADERS, 

31/6  to  75/- 

FISHING  COATS 

14/6  to  52,6. 

BOAT  FISHING 

COSTUMES. 

"Sf  WADERS. 
FISHING  BAGS. 

5/6  to  14/- 

5  per  cent,  cash  discount  off  all  Hie 
above  prices. 

Thoroughly  and  promptly 
executed. 

ANDERSON  ANDERSON,  &  ANDERSON,  Ltd., 

THE  ANGLERS'  WATERPROOFERS, 

,  Queen  Victobia  Stbeet,  "'Eg?* 
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Telephone 

Nos. 
2622  and 
15345. 


EATON 


DELLER 


Telegraphic 

Address : 
"Fish-hook, 
London." 


Crooked  Lane,  London  Bridge,  EC,  and  1,  Bury  Street,  St  James'. 

SOLE  MANUFACTURERS  ™  "HALFORD"  DRY  FLY  LINE. 

Dressed  under  the  Air  Pump  in  Pure  Boiled  Oil. 

Mr.Marston  ^  |™"     All  I  I"™  I  W  Line  in  the 

terms  it  I— £  i—      lA    II  |™    I  Fishing  Gazette 

a  L~J  1—  &    %  I  Vh/  In       of  May  29, 1897. 


GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 


SEASIDE. 


TOURISTS  FORTNIGHTLY  and 
FRIDAY  to  TUESDAY  CHEAP 
TICKETS  to  YARMOUTH,  Lowestoft, 
Cromer,  Southend-on-Sea,  Clacton-on-Sea, 
Walton-on-Naze,  Dovereourt,  Harwich, 
Felixstowe,  Aldeburgh,  Southwold,  and 
Hunstanton,  are  issued  by  all  trains  from 
London  (Liverpool  -  street),  also  from 
G.E.  suburban  stations  and  New  Cross 
(L.B.  and  S.C.),  at  same  fares  as  from 
Liverpool-street.  These  cheap  tickets 
are  also  issued  from  St.  Pancras  (Midland) 
and  Kentish  Town  to  Hunstanton,  Yar- 
mouth, Lowestoft,  and  Cromer. 

CHEAP  DAY  TRIPS  TO  THE  SEASIDE,  &c. 

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA  and  Back,  2s.  6d. 
daily,  by  through  fist  trains  from 
LIVERPOOL  -  STREET  and  FEN- 
CHURCH  -  STREET.  Cheap  Through 
Tickets  are  also  issued  at  stations  on  the 
Metropolitan  and  Metropolitan  District 
Railways. 

CLACTON,  Walton,  and  Harwich  and 
Back,  4s.,  from  Liverpool-street,  on 
SUNDAYS,  at  9.10  a.m.,  and  on 
MONDAYS  at  8.20  a.m. 

BROXBOURNE  and  RYE  HOUSE, 
Is.  6d.  daily,  from  Liverpool-street,  &c, 
and  on  week  days  only  from  St.  Pancras 
and  Kentish  Town. 

EPPING  FOREST,  Is.  daily,  from 
Liverpool-street,  Fenchurch-street,  Dept- 
ford -road  (East  London  Railway),  Gospel 
Oak,  &c. 

For  full  particulars  see  bills. 

WILLIAM  BIRT, 

General  Manager. 

London,  June,  1897 


IMPERIAL  INSTITUTE 

Yachting  and  Fisheries 
Exhibition. 

Open  Daily  from  7  p.m.  to  77  p.m. 


Hundreds  of  Models  of  Yachts,  illus- 
trating the  progress  made  in  yacht  building 
during  the  past  sixty  years. 

Large  and  interesting  Collections  of 
Prize  Cups,  and  of  Oil  Paintings,  Water 
Colours,  and  Photographs  of  Yachts  and 
Yachting  Subjects. 

Exhibits  of  Yachts  and  Yacht  Equip- 
ments. 

Collection  of  Private  Racing  Flags. 

Net  Making  by  Machinery. 

Net  Making  by  Fisher  Girls. 

Model  of  the  Channel,  showing  Light- 
houses and  Lightships. 

Illuminated  Charts,  Lights,  &c,  shown 
by  the  Trinity  House. 

INLAND  FISHERIES. 

Representative  Exhibits  from  the  prin- 
cipal Fisheries  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Exhibits  of  Rods,  Flies,  Hcoks,  Fishing 
Tackle. 

Live  Fish,  Breeding  Tanks,  Stuffed 
Fish,  &c. 

Large  Model  of  the  Thames  Valley  in 
Relief. 

AN  EXHIBITION  OF  LIFE  SAVINS 
AT  SEA. 

Will  be  given  at  intervals  in  the  West 
Quadrangle. 

A  Series  of  ANIMATED  PHOTO- 
GRAPHS hourly,  from  2  p.m.  to  10  p.m. 

CONCERTS  DAILY. 

Afternoon,  5  p.m.    Evening,  8.45. 

HERR  EDUARD  STRAUSS,  Imperial 
and  Royal  Austro-Hungarian  Director  of 
Court  Ball  Music,  with  his  complete 
Orchestra  from  Vienna.  For  programme 
see  Daily  Papers. 

ADMISSION  Daily  (except  Wednes- 
days), ONE  SHILLING.  On  Wednesdays 
(Fellows'  Day),  by  Ticket  only,  to  be 
obtained  of  Fellows. 


IT  IS  AN  INCONTROVER- 
TIBLE FACT  THAT 

KING'S 

NATURAL  BAIT 

Is  UNSURPASSED  FOR  ALL  FISH 
that  will  take  a  PASTE  BAIT.  Has  a 
reputation  of  TWENTY  YEARS,  and  is 
used  by  all  the  leading  Anglers  of  the  day. 

Of  all  TACKLE  DEALERS,  in  Packets, 
3d.,  6d.,  and  Is.  each,  or  by  post  (postage 
extra)  of  the  Maker  —  WM.  KING, 
Woodlands,  St.  John's,  Ipswich  (late  157, 
Commercial-road,  London,  E.). 


To  Amateur  Rod  and  Fly  Makers. 

ROD  TIMBER, 

Also  Timber  for  Golf  Sticks. 

Well  Seasoned  and  Selected. 

Greenheart,  Hickory,  or  LaScewood  : 

ljin.    fin.     §in.     Jin.     |in.     iin.  2ft.  long. 
1/-    4d.    3d.    3d.    3d.    3d.  per  length 
1/6  8d.    7d.    6d.    6d.    4d.  3jn.  long. 
And  other  lengths  in  proportion. 

Ferrulea.Winch  Fittings.  Snake  Rings,  and  every 
Requisite  for  Rod  Making.  Flies  in  stock  to  suit 
all  waters,  or  dressed  to  pattern.  Is.  and  Is.  6d.  per 
doz.  Floaters,  2s.  per  doz. :  Sample  half  dozen  to 
any  address  on  receipt  of  stamps. 

FLY  MATERIALS.— Hackles  in  Red,  Black 
White.  Furnace,  and  other  natural  colours.  Id.  per 
doz.  Duns,  all  shades,  2d.  per  doz.  Dyed  Hackles, 
ljd.  per  doz 

Wings  per  Pair.— Starlings,  lid. ;  Snipe,  lid. ; 
Woodcock,  3d. ;  Waterhen,  3d. ;  Partridge,  lid. ; 
Golden  Plover,  2d. ;  Blackbirds,  ljd. 

Floss  and  Tying  Silks.  9d.  per  doz.  hanks,  al 

GREENHEART  FLY  RODS,  7s. 6d.,  10s.,  12. 6d., 
and  21s.  each. 
Net  Ring  and  Staff,  3s.  6d.  each. 

ARemittance  with  all  Orders. 
Cash  Returned  if  Goods  not  Satisfactory. 
SALMON  FLIES  in  fancy  patterns,  such  as  Jock 
Scott  &c  .  in  three  sizes,  1/3  each.  Old  Salmon  Flies 
Re  tied  6d  each.  Pike  Baits,  Worms,  Gentles,  and 
Wasp  Bait  always  in  stock,  and  sent  to  any  address. 

LESSONS  in  FLY  TYING  and  FLY  FISHING 
Terms  on  application. 

WILL  CHAMBERS  and  CO., 

25,  Market  Place,  Man  Chester. 


BRITISH 
SEA  ANGLERS1  SOCIETY. 

Pbesident:  Sir  EDWARD  BIRKBECK.,  Bart. 

REDUCED  FARES 
S.E.  and  L.  C.  &  D.  RAILWAYS. 

ist  OCTOBER  to  31st  MARCH. 

Agents  at  coast  towns. 
BOATS    AT    FIXED  PRICES. 

Meetings  first  Wednesday  in  eaoh  month 

at  the  Cannon-street  Hotel. 
All  information  of  Hon.  Sec, Henry  Ball 
66,  Haymarket. 


& 


umans  Universal 

MBRQCATION  U, 

Rheumatism  7  1Z 
5  «Si  Lumbago. 

.Bruises.  <0 
CHEfST  cold?. 


IT    I  WIU  HAVt 

,  OR 

IWIU  HAVE  NONE  ! 


"Prepared  only 

SLOUGH  ENCLAND. 


Were  taken  last  season  on  one  of  our  Special  TAPERED  SINGLE  GUT 
CASTS,  such  as  we  are  now  selling  at  12s.  per  doz.  (3yds.). 

SALMON  and  TROUT  RODS,  FLIES,  and  CASTS  of  the  HIGHEST  QUALITY. 

OGDEN  &,  SCOTFORD, 

19,   LEICESTER   SQUARE,  LONDON,  W.C., 

,1.  "E3  .      CHBLTENH  AM. 


A.  3NT  3D 


CATALOG-TJES 


GEATIS. 
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The  "FIELD"— "It  is  to  Messrs.  HARDY,  of  ALNWICK,  we  owe  the 
supremacy  we  have  achieved  as  ROD  MAKERS." 

HARDY'S  CATALOGUE 


280  PAGES,  OVER 
300  ILLUSTRATIONS 


FREE !! 


Testimonial  from  FREDERIC  M.  HALFORD,  Esq.  (Jan.  10,  1897). 

Dear  Sirs —In  reference  to  the  built  cane  rod  you  have  made  on  the  lines  of  my  old  10ft.  3in.  rod,  usually  known  among  my  friends  as  the  ;i  Priceless,"  I  have 
o  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  has  exceptionally  true  action,  is  at  once  light  and  powerful,  and  wonderfully  similar  generally  to  the  pattern.    It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  finish  and  workmanship  are  up  to  your  usual  high  standard.    I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  sending  me  one  out  of  the  first  batch  made  to  the  pattern. 

FEEDERIC  M.  HALFORD. 

The  above  is  in  reference  to  the  New  Dry  Fly  Rod,  the  "  HALFORD  PRICELESS."    Only  a 

limited  number  of  Orders  for  these  Rods  can  be  taken. 


HARDY  BROS., 


THE  ROD,  REEL, 

AND 

TACKLE  MAKERS 


ALNWICK. 


LONDON-61,  3R-A_IjIj    3VL-AJL.31.,  S.W. 

BranChCS  ]  EDINBURGH-5,  SOUTH  ST.  DAVID  STREET. 

MANCHESTER— 12  &  14,  MOULT  STREET  (opposite  the  Exchange). 


FREEMANS1  "KINGFISHER"  BAIT, 

THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  ROACH-PASTE  KNOWN  TO  ANGLERS. 
Perfectly  Coloured  and  Flavoured.  Hundreds  of  Testimonials. 

In  Id.  and  2d.  Packets,  6d.  and  Is.  Tins.    By  Post  9d.  and  Is  4,d 

FREEMANS'  RHODIAN  OIL, 

For  Flavouring  Bread  and  other  Pastes. 

In  Bottles  Id.,  3d.,  6d.,  Is.,  2s.  6d.,  5s.,  lOs.   Posted  3d.  extra  any  size 

FREEMANS'  GROUND  BAIT, 

The  perfection  of  a  good  ground  bait.   In  6d.  and  Is.  tins.    By  post,  9d.  and  Is.  4d.   1  cwt.  24s. 
i  cwt.,  12s.  6<L  ;  i  cwt.,  7s.  6d. ;  141b.,  4s.  6d.    Carriage  paid  to  any  station. 

FREEMANS'  "RUBICERE," 

A  Cake  for  Dressing  Lines.   In  Id.,  3d.,  and  6d.  Cakes.    By  post,  2d.,  extra. 
ASK  YOUR  TACKLE   DEALER  FOR  ANY  OF  THE  ABOVE. 
None  genuine  unless  bearing  our  Registered  Trade  Mark,  the  signature,  »  Wm    Freeman  " 
Refuse  all  substitutes  offered  (on  which,  you  may  be  sure,  the  Retailer  offering  them  gets  more 
profit.)         LIST  0P  TROUT  AND  GOLDFISH  FOODS  ON  APPLICATION. 

Sole  Manufacturers: 
FREEMANS'      CHEMISTS  AND  FISH   FOOD  MAKERS, 

r  rv^t^ivirvivo  ,  CITY  R0AD(  Birmingham. 


THIRD    EDITION    NOW  READY. 
1  Vol.,  crown  8vo.,  6s. 


OUIDA'S 

New 
Novel 

THE  MASSARENES 

IS 


1   "Extremely  interesting.   ...  A 

brilliant  picture  of  a  contemporary 
m ania. ' '—Daily  ttflegra ph, 

"  On  English  Fashion."  —  National 

Observer. 

"Clever.  ...  The  irreclaimable 
'Cocky'  is  an  excellent  creation."— 

Pall  Midi  Gatette.. 

"Thoroughly  interesting, and  touches 
of  real  pathos  mingle  with  its  vigorous 
satire    and    strong  situations."— 

Glasgow  Herald. 

"  Brilliant,  if  daring."  ~Sc otsman. 
"Incomparably  the  best  the  author 
has  ever  written."-  National  Observer. 


London :  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  and  COMPANY,  Limited. 


MAPLE  &  CO 

The  Largest  and  most  convenient  Furnishing 
Establishment  in  the  World 


EASY  CHAIRS 

500 

TO  CHOOSE 
FROM 


Ilk  EASY 
CHAIRS 


The  famous  "CHANCELLOR"  Chair,  large,  roomy,  well  proportioned 
exceedingly  comfortable,  upholstered  in  Dormouse  cloth  of  any  shade 

50s 


TOTTENHAM  COURT  ROAD  LONDON 
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C  FARLOW&Co.,Ltd. 

181,  STRAND,  LONDON,  W.O., 

Manufacturers  of  ¥trtt  *€ia44  lRoa'4  and  *Tackk. 

We  have  a  very  large  variety  of  Floating  May  Flies,  Bodies  made  of  Quill,  Straw,  and  Gut,  all  guaranteed  reliable  patterns. 

Upwards  of  20  different  kinds  kept  in  stock. 
THE  "  NYMPHJE."  HALFORD'S  "  SPENT  GNAT."  COLONEL  CLARK'S  MAY  PLY. 


FARLOW'S  "  PERFECT "  LIGHT  SALMON  OR  GRILSE  RODS 
FARLOW'S  PATENT  LEVER  SALMON  WINCHES, 

Of  Alloyed  Aluminium  (very  light),  to  suit  the  above  Rods. 

THE  "FRAls^lSnFRA^IS''  ROD. 

Double-handed  Trout  or  May  Fly  Rod,  recommended  by  the  late 
Francis  Francis,  Esq. ;  also  useful  for  Lake  or  White  Trout  Fishing ; 
made  of  Greenheart,  in  3  joints,  14ft.  long,  £2  10s. 

ALL  BOOKS  oir*AN<^iNG'"KEPT  in  STOCK. 

1897.    Illustrated  Price  IAst  Gratis  and  Post  Free, 
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FOR 

A  Compact  Little 


/CONSISTING  of  various  ponds,  about 
150  yards  of  the  Kennett,  and 
another  small  stream  running  through 
the  property  ;  about  fire  acres  of  good 
pasture ;  two  cottages,  with  large  and 
productive  kitchen  garden  for  market 
garden  produce  :  dairy  and  farm  build- 
ings ;  close  to  large  market  town  ;  suitable 
for  a  syndicate  to  make  it  a  profitable 
speculation.— Write  "P.  S.  T.,"  Willing's 
Advertisement  Offices,  162,  Piccadilly,  W. 

Special  Prepaid 

ADVERTISEMENTS. 

FEATHERS  and  MATERIALS  for  FLY 
DRESSING— R.  T.  WILLIAMS,  Practical 
Fly  Dresser  and  Fishing  Tackle  Maker,  Kings- 
land,  Herefordshire,  holds  a  most  extensive 
and  varied  stock  of  every  sort  of  feather  and 
material  required  for  dressing  salmon,  trout, 
Ac.,  flies,  including  Natural  Dun,  Honey  Dun, 
Furnace,  Ac  Hackles,  wings  of  all  kinds,  Furs, 
Mohair,  Pig's  Wool,  <!tc.  Hooks  (plain  and  eyed), 
Gut,  Ac,  and  every  appliance.  For  over  thirty- 
five  years  breeder  of  Fowls  specially  for  fly- 
dressing  purposes.  Established  1844.  Detailed 
price  lists  free. 

T\7"OEMS.— The  celebrated  Edinburgh 
'  Pink  Tails,  the  most  brilliant  and 
attractive  Worms  for  clear  water  and  all 
kinds  of  fishing.  One  gross,  properly 
scoured,  packed  in  moss,  in  good  bag, 
carriage  paid,  for  Is.  9d. ;  2  gross  do., 
3s.  Send  P.O.O.  to  Haedy  Bros.,  5, 
South  St.  David-street.  Edinburgh.  

"IX7'0RMS  and  other  LIVE  BAITS, 
Wholesale  and  Retail. — Worms  in 
moss,  Brandlings,  Maidendews,  Small 
Rods,  Marsh,  Pinkheads,  &c.  300,  Is.  6d. ; 
500,  2s. ;  1000,  3s. ;  Lobs  for  Salmon 
fishing,  100,  Is.  @S?~,  Gentles  from  Is.  per 
bag.  All  cirriage  paid.  —  Address  T. 
Holmes,  10,  Bingley-street,  Leeds. 

ISHING  GAZETTE,  six  years,  1891- 
1896,    12  Vols.,    complete,  FOB 
DISPOSAL.    Apply  Wm.  Newell,  36, 
Enbrook -street,  Queen's  Park,  Harrow- 
road,  London.  

FOR  SALE. — FISHING  GAZETTES— 
Vols.  21  to  25  (July,  1890,  to 
December,  1892),  complete;  vols.  27  to 
:J3  (July,  1893,  to  December,  1896), 
complete.  Also  vols.  19,  20,  21,  23,  and 
26,  in  omplete:  and  vol.  22,  duplicate 
set,  complete.  Wanted  best  offer  for 
entire  lot.  Apply  Mr.  Bennett,  care  of 
Truslove  and  Hanson,  143,  Oxford-street, 
London.  W.  

TpOR  SALE.  -A  superior  16ft.,  steel 
centre,  split  cane  built  SALMON 
ROD,  two  tops,  lock  joints,  cork  handle, 
&c. ;  London  maker ;  perfectly  new. 
Price  45s.  An  unredeemed  pledge.  Will 
send  on  approval.  -  -  Address  "  Pawn- 
broker," 400a,  Mile  End-road,  London. 

The  LIGHEST  RODS  in  V  SB.  Weight,  8  to  lOoz. 

Booth's  Five-Joint  Bamboo 
Roach  Rod,  4s.  8d.  ca.?°oV 

lift.,  snake  rings,  winch   fittings,  lancewood 
top,  bag;  in  box,  carriage  paid,  4Jd.  extra; 
Balanced  handle,  Is.  extra. 
"  Constant  use  for  7  years,  straight  and  strong 
as  ever.  Would  not  take  four  times  the  money  for 
it."— Mars  ton,  Fishing  Gazette,  Sept.  38,  1889. 

BOOTH'S  '97  LIGHT  ROACH  ROD,  balance 
handle,  cane,  lancewood  top,  snake  rings,  brazed, 
ferrules,  winch  fitting,  and  bag  about  12oz.,  price 
be.  4d„  lOJft. ;  6b.  10d.,  lift.;  carriage  6d.  extra. 
BARGAINS. 

Salmon  Gut,  14in.,  4s.  fid.;  fine  first  quality 
undrawn  gut,  20in.,  3s.  lid.;  181n.,  3s.  3d.;  lMn., 
2s.  2d.,  15in.  XXXX.  Drawn  Gut,  3s.  lid.  per  100. 

M.  BOOTH, 

FISHING    ROD    MAKER,  HULL. 

SEA  FISHING 
YACHTING 

IN  A 

6-TON  YACHT. 

BY   THE   DAY  OR  TERM. 
Apply  Audehn,  »,  Mllton-sticet,  Wandsworth* 


J.  W.  MARTIN,  "The  Trent  Otter"  (late  of  Newark-on-Trent), 

The  Practical  Fisherman  and  Manufacturer  of  high-class  Angling  Eequisites,  has 
some  Splendid  Bargains  in  Trout,  Salmon,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Rods,  Reels,  Lines, 
Artificial  Flies  and  Minnows,  &c. ;  the  latest  improvements ;  high-class  quality  ;  at 

the  very  lowest  prices. 
2Veio  Catalogue  for  1897  how  ready,  60  pages  and  over  100  Illustrations,  sent  Post  Free 

bo  any  address. 

J.  W.  MARTIN  &  CO.,  8,  Seymour-street,  Euston-square,  LONDON,  N.W. 


SCOTCH 


FISHING  IN  THE 
FAROE  ISLES. 

A  limited  party  of  Six  Rods,  with  special  permits 
for  the  best  waters  in  the  Faroe  Isles,  will  leave 
Leith,  on  July  13,  by  S.S.  "Laura"  (Royal  Ice- 
landic Mail  Steamer),  returning  from  Thorshavn, 
on  August  25,  by  S.S.  "Thyra;"  due  in  Leith 
August  28th. 

VACANCIES  FOR  TWO  RODS. 

Fee,  FIFTY  GUINEAS   (including  Fares,  Food,  Camp 
Equipment,  and  all  necessaries).  Apply 

The  MILITARY  EQUIPMENT  STORES 

AND 

"TORTOISE"  TENTS  CO.  Ltd., 

7,  WATERLOO  PLACE,  PALL  MALL,  S.W. 

Magnificent  Trout  Fishing  and  unequalled  Sea  Angling  available. 

Snipe  and  Wildfowl  Shooting  after  August  1. 


FOURTH   EDITION   NOW  BEADY. 

DOMESTICATED  TE0TJT: 

How  to  Breed  and  Grow  Them. 
LIVINGSTON  STONE. 

Crown  8vo,  12s.  6d. 


Fifty  full-page  Illustrations,  6s.  net. 
Quarto  Edition  de  Luxe,  10s.  6d.  net. 

Thomson  Brothers,  49,  Knightrider- 
street,  London. 


load, 


LONDON:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  LIMITED 

ST.  DUNSTAN'S  HOUSE,  FETTEE  LANE,  FLEET  STREET  B.C. 

Wm.  BLACKLAWS  &  Son,    angling  holidays. 

The  Celebrated  Fishing  Rod   F  ™vit  of  salmon  trout, 
and  Tackle  Makers,  and  PIKE-  By  c" w"  GEDNEY- 

KINCARDINE   O'NEIL,  N.B. 

Patronised  by  Royalty  and  the  leading 
Sportsmen  of  the  day. 

Every  Angling  Requisite— Flies  for 
British  Columbia  a  Speciality. 

THE  "SQUASHED  DEVON" 

MINNOW 

Spins  with  a  wobble,  Is  irresistible 
Prices  (heavy  cast),  Nos.  1  &  2,  2/3 

Nos.  3  &  4,  2/9  ;  free  by  post. 
Try  fhem  and  be  convinced. 

HE ARDER  AND  SONS, 

Fishing  Tackle  Makers, 
195,  UNION  ST.,  PLYMOUTH. 

«»taWefiea  1779,    '  ' 


First-olasB  SALMON  and  TROUT  FLIES 
DRESSED  to  Order  or  Pattern. 

G.  HOYLE,  Practical  Fly  Dresser, 

44,  Liberia  Road,  Highbury, 
London,  N. 
PRICE    LIST  POST  FREE. 


THE  question  as  to  where  to  spend 
our  Holidays  may  be  best  de- 
cided by  the  perusal  of  "  Longley's 
Holiday  Guides,"  a  specimen  copy 
of  which,  with  full  list  (67),  will 
be  sent  post  free  on  receipt  of  l£d., 
by  Mr.  Longley,  Warwick-lane. 
London, 


SALMON 
TO  LET. 


FISHING 


Full  particulars  of  all  Salmon  Fishings  to 
Let  in  Scotland  can  be  obtained  free  on  appli- 
cation to 

J.  WATSON  LYALL  &  CO, 

118,  Pall  Mall.  London,  S.W. 

They  publish  on  the  1st  of  each  month  their 
List  of  all  Fishings  and  Shootings  to  Let.  It  is 
sent,  post  free,  to  any  address  on  application. 

TO  LET  FOR  THIS  SEASON. 

Messrs.  J.  Watson  Lyall  A  Oo.  have  at  present 
Beats  to  Let  on  the  following  Bivers  in  Scotland, 
viz.  :  Dee,  Gruinard,  Tay.  Tweed,  Ness,  Deveron, 
Findhorn,  Ac,  Ac,  besides  Fishings  on  Irish 
and  Welsh  Bivers,  at  rents  ranging  from  £26  to 
£650. — Full  particulars  post  free  on  application 
to  J.  WATSON  LYALL  and  CO.,  118,  Pall  Mall, 
London,  S.W. 

First-rate  SALMON  FISHING  in  a  Biver  and 
Loch,  on  the  West  Coast  of  Boss-shire,  to  LET  for 
May,  J une,  and  July.— Apply  J.WATSON  LYALL 
and  CO.,  118,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W.  (420.) 

~~  SCOTLAND. 

rpHE  SCOTTISH  REGISTER  of  Furnished 
-*-  Houses,  Cottages,  Lodgings,  Ac,  on  all 
Free  Fishing  Lochs  and  Bivers  (2  stamps). 

The  SCOTTISH  BEGISTEB  of  Shootings  and 
Salmon  Fishings  (2  stamps).  Largest  List  pub- 
lished.  WALKEE,  FBASEB,  A  STEELE, 

Estate  Agents.  Glasgow. 


Send  for  a  Sample  Card  of  the 
LINDUM    FISHING  LINES.! 

Boach    Is.  6d.)  Per  100  yard*. 

Barbel    2s.  Od.f  White 

Pike   8s.  0d-(  or 

Salmon   4s.  8d.)  Neutral  Green. 

Guaranteed  8  plait,  entirely  of  pore  silk,  and 
be  the  best,  strongest,  and  most  lasting  lines 
produced. 

Trout,  Jack,  Boach,  and  Bottom  Fishing  Bods  of 
best  quality  at  lowest  possible  prices. 

M.  BARNES,  FISHING  TACKLE  MAKES 
1,  St.  Swithin'b  Squabs.  Lincoln. 

Visitors  wishing  to  obtain 

ACCOMMODATION 

In  the  vicinity  of  Totnes  and  the  far- 
famed  River  Dart,  where  capital  Tront 
and  Salmon  Fishingi  s  obtainable, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN  THB 

TOTNES  TIMES, 

Published  Friday  Evening. 
14  words,  6d. ;  30  words,  1j. ,  prepaid. 
Offices:  Pore  Street,  Totnes. 

Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Cam,  Ouse,  &o. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  CAMBRIDGE  CHRONICLE. 

Address:  9,  Market  Mill,  Cambridge 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  in  the  Avon  or  Btour. 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Observer  &  Chronicle  (or  Hants  4  Dorset. 

(Friday  afternoon  for  Saturday.) 
"  Wanted"  adverts.,  25  words  for  Is.  prepaid. 
Address  :  Observer  Office,  Bournemouth. 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL  INN  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Derbyshire  Streams, 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

THE  ALFRETON  AND  BELPER  JOURNAL 

Charges  very  moderate. 
Address :  King  Street,  Alfreton 


Anglers  wishing  to  obtain 

HOTEL,  INN,  OR  FARMHOUSE 
ACCOMMODATION 

For  Fishing  the  Dove  &  Izaak  Walton  Country 

SHOULD  ADVERTISE  IN 

The  Ashbourne  News  &  Dove  Valley  Record. 

Wanted  AdvU.,  18  words,  6d. ;  SOwordt,  If., prepaid 
Address:  News  Office,  Ashbourne 


WESTERN  GUARDIAN, 

Mid-Weekly  Journal  for  the  Western  Dittriet. 
Published  Wednesdays  &  Thursdays.  Price  Id 

NINE  SPECIAL  EDITIONS. 
SEA  and  RIVER  FISHING,  SHOOTING, 
HUNTING,  SAILING  and  BOATING,  in  the 
South  Devon  District,  throughout  which  the 
Western  Ouardian  circulates. 

Advertising  Charges  Moderate. 
head  Ofllces:  Totnei,  Devon, 
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IHYAM  &  CO.  Limited. 

TAIL8RS,  GENERAL  OUTFITTERS, 
HOSIERS,    HATTERS,   BOOT  MANUFACTURERS, 
TRAVELLING  REQUISITES. 

Trunks,  Dress  Baskets, 
Portmanteaus,  Bags, 
Hold-alls,  Hat  Cases,  Bugs,  Straps, 

and  Umbrellas. 
A   Splendid  Assortment 

ALWAYS  IN  STOCK. 
■Illustrated  Price  List,  with  all  particulars,  free  on 
application  to 

42  &  43,  BBIGGATE,  LEEDS. 
134  to  140,  Oxford  St.,  LONDON,  W. 
21,  22,  23,  New  St.,  BIRMINGHAM. 
41.  Dudley  St.,  WOLVEBHAMPTON. 


ESTABLISHED  1861. 

BIRKBEOK  BANK, 

Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane. 
TWO-AND-A-HALF  per  CENT.  INTEREST 
allowed  on  DEPOSITS,  repayable  on  demand. 

TWO  per  CENT,  on  OUBBENT  ACCOUNTS 
on  the  nnnimum  monthly  balances  when  not 

drawn  below  £100.   

STOCKS,  SHARES,  and  ANNUITIES  pur- 
chased and  sold.   

SAVINGS  DEPARTMENT. 
For  the  encouragement  of  Thrift,  the  Bank 
|  receives  small  sums  on  deposit,  and  allows 
'  Interest  monthly  on  each  completed  £1. 

The  Birkbeck  Almanack,  with  full  particulars, 
post  free.      Feanois  Bavbnscroft,  Manager. 


BROWN'S 
FISHING  TACKLE 
PRICE  LIST 
FOR  1897 
NOW  READY. 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

64,   GEOBGE   ST.,  ABERDEEN, 

Telegrams;  "PHANTOM,  ABEBDEEN." 


GI8HUR9  TUSTE 

Fob  Dbt  Feet  &  Boot  Comfobt. 
Is  much  used  by  Sportsmen,  Shore  Waders, 

Farmers,  Gardeners,  and  Ladies. 
Sold  by  Nurserymen  and  Oilmen,  with  testi- 
monials and  directions  for  use.   In  boxes,  6d. 
and  Is.  each.   Wholesale  by 

Price's  Patent  Candle  Co.,  Limited,  London. 


SPORTING,  TABLE,  TOILET,  and 

POCKET  CUTLERY. 

Alpine  fee  Axes,  Skates,  and  fine 
Steel  woYk  generally. 

ANGLERS'  SUNDRIES. 

FAMOUS  RAZOBS. 

HILL    &  SON, 

4,  HAYMARKB  V,  S.W. 

Lists  Free.   


WORTH  A  GUINEA  A  BOX 

BEECHAM'S 
PILLS 


FOB  ALL 


WHIG-] 
SPBOUSTON.  KELSO. 


HIGHEST  Awardsof  all  for  SalmonFLies 
at  the  Great  International  Fisheries 
Exhibition.  Salmon  Flies  for  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Sets  of  dozen  or  half-doz.  of 
the  best  pattern  and  sizes  for  any  river. 
Special  or  looal  patterns  copied. 


Bilious  and  Nercous  Disorders. 


8U0H  AS 


THEAKER. 

a-nr   30  vears  Manufacturer  of  8-plait  LineB. 

These  lines  are  made  from  pure  silk  of  the  very 

best  q«»««y.  and  are  the  stTon&*Z  lm|s  in  the 

market.  -■ 

Boach    1  ° 

Barbel    1  10 

PIKB   3  ° 

SALMON    •••    *  * 

Per  100  yards. 
Send  directed  envelope.for  samples,  and  test 
for  Yourselves.    Dealer  in  all  kinds  of  baits. 
kfstyNottmgham  Lob  Worms,  3s.  per  1000.  The 
trade  supplied. 

THEAKER,  2.  Broad  Marsh.  NOTTINGHAM 


£100 


£50 


DO  NOT   REMOVE   THIS   COUPON   PEOM   THE  PAPBB. 

The  Proprietors  of  the  "  FISHING  GAZETTST  have  Insured  every  Purchaser  or  Holder 

The    General    Accident    Assurance    Cerporation,  Limited, 

4,  Abchurch  Yard,  King  William  Street,  London,  E.O.  ^^^t&u^ndav. 
Notice  of  Claims  under  the  following  conditions  must  be  sent  within  fourteen  days. 

" FISHING  GAZETTE" 

INSURANCE  COUPON. 

APPLICABLE  TO  PASSHN8BR  TRAINS  AND  ALL  WATBBS  IH  GBBAT  BRITAIH  AND  IBBLAND. 
r%„~  xtrt-nA-rttA  Pnnnda  win  be  Mid  by  the  above  Insurance  Company  to  the  legal  represents- 

PERMANENT  T®TAL  DISABLEMENT  M'ftl-MJS DISABLEMENT  «...,  the  loss  of 
both  eyes)  ONE  HTJNDB^rOTODS j  "p^SfAhat at the  Mme  of  , raoh  accident  the  person  so  killed 
one  Umb,  or  one  eye)  Jy"HDij-  codpon  for  the  Current  Week,  with  hla  or  her  usual 

or  Injured  was  the  owner  of  t^hINf.D?„^crtE0S°ae  TOraon  It  need  not  have  been  signed.  It  Is  also 
UgSj^^^^h^mA^n^Oi.^ ^^^^^^.^Sato  aooldental  deatfi  by  drowning 


GENERAL  ACCIDENT  ASSURANCE  CORPORATION,  Ltd. 

Capital    -    -    AlOO.OOO.        Over  £80,000  Paid  in  Claims. 

CHIEF  OFFICES: 

Perth-42  to  44  Tay  Street.    GlASGOW-28,  Benfleld  Street.     London-4,  Abchurch 
FERTH-4^  to  n  xay  o  William  Street,  E.C. 

FIDELITY  GUARANTEES. 

Bonds  are  issued  for  all  Mercantile  or  Government  ^«<™  ^™&£&w  'CaJ 
pectus  and  Terms  Free  on  application.  NOBIE-IULL1-.H,  Manager. 

P.S.-The  Bands  of  this  Corporation  are  accepted  by  Her  Majesty  s  government. 


Sick  Headache, 
Constipation, 

Weak  Stomach > 

Impaired  Digestion, 
Disordered  Liver, 
and  Female  Ailments. 


ANNUAL  SALE: 
SIX  MILLION  BOXES. 

In  Boxes,  9jd.,  and  2/9  oaoh,  with 
full  direotionB.  The  box  contains 
56  pills. 

Prepared  only  by  the  Proprietor — 

THOMAS  BEECHAM, 

ST.  HELEN'S  LANCASHIRE. 

Beecham's  Tooth  Paste. 

Efficacious— Economical. 
Cleanses  the  Teeth— Perfumes  tbe 
Breath. 

In  Collapsible  Tubes,  of  all  Druggists,  or  from  the 
Proprietor,  for  l/-^st  paid. 


NOW  READY. 

THE  JUNE,  1897,  NUMBER 

OF 

SCRIBNER'S  MAGAZINE 

THE  FINEST  ILLUSTRATED  MAGAZINE  OP  THE  DAY. 

CONTE'NTS: 

^^?the^^me?^musk^e^;ees^'^s^e\^s^fbom  the 

GREAT  NOVELS. — VI.  Drawn  by  Daniel  Vierge.  Engraved 
by  Florian 

ttwtyftiGKADU'ATE  LIFE  AT  PRINCETON  •». 

OLD  AND "NEW     With  illustrations  by  W.  B.  Leigh 


OLD 

S01<aS£?s  MvWTFull-P^^illusVrations  by  O.  D.  Gibson! 
{Concluded.) 

A  SONG  OF  THE  WAVE  

twit  HEW  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRVS   

TH  WHb^Zstrationi  by  Ernest  C.  Peixotto 

SOME  HEARTS   

THA  ta\EMedTto'be  after  the  "fact."  Being  the  "experience  'of 

four  men  from  the  sunk  steamer  Commodore 

A  PARTING  SONG  

THE  N0N;C0MBATANT"- 

Illustrations  by  A.  B.  rrost. 

and  Capital.) 

WITH  A  BIT  OF  G0RSE  IR3M  CARNAC   

A  *®3tt$£££nt repainting  by  the  author 

MNVD£?6^08NOT3^LBoInCSD  #ffiNand  Illustrated  by  Mr. 
Gibson.  (The  fifth  of  six  illustrated  papers. ) 


James  W.  Alexander. 
Eichaed  Harding  Davis. 

George  Cabot  Lodge. 
Montgomery  Schuyler. 

Martha  Gilbert  Dickinson. 
Stephen  Crane. 


(  The  first  of  fit*  stories  of  Labour 


Arthur  Sherborne  Hardy. 
Octave  Thanet. 

Lill  a  Cabot  Perry. 
Theodore  Eobinson. 


W.  D.  Howells 

George  Meason  Whicher. 
Barrett  Wendell. 


Ohap^ra  X  WXniF^(T^«  continued.) 
TO  A  POET  ON  A  VACATION   

EA  A^hwnuL^t^ta  ^Elizabethan  manner. 

ra^HE°PASS?NOV0?THE  BOOK  OF  TB A V EL — NATIONAL 
HONESTY. 

^B^mO^IN^IbHITECTUEE. 

AB<$&  N^VoRLEANS  AND  MISSISSIPPI  FLOOD-LOSS 
2?  a  VAST  FOREST  RESERVE — MR.  GLADSTONE  AND 
GBKEOT-tXcOST  OF  A  COLLEGE  EDUCATION. 
With  ornamental  titles. 

ORDER  THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 
Uodon:  SAMPSON  LOW,  HARSTON,  4  CO.,  Ltd.,  St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  E.C. 


THE 

NINETEENTH  CENTURY 

(No.  244). 

JUNE,  1897.    Price  2s.  6d. 

British  Monarchy  and  Modern  Democracy.   By  W.  S.  Lilly. 
India  under  Queen  Victoria.   By  Sir  Alfred  Lyall,  K.C.B., 
G.C.I.E. 

The  Forthcoming  Naval  Review.     By  H.  W.  Wilson 

(Author  of  "  Ironclads  in  Action  "). 
Nelson.    By  Lieut.-Col.  Sir  George  Sydenham  Clarke, 
K.C.M.G. 

The  New  Astronomy  :  a  Personal  Ketrospect.    By  William 
Huggins. 

Koses  of  Jericho:   a  Day  in  Provincial  Prance.  By 

Rowland  E.  Prothero. 
The  Limits  of  French  Armament.    By  Lieut.-Col.  Adye. 
The  Significance  of  the  Siamese  Visit.    By  Percy  Cross 
Standing. 

Woman's  Place  in  the  World  of  Letters.     By  Mrs.  J.  R. 
Green. 

The  Island  of  Socotra.    By  the  late  J.  Theodore  Bent. 
Do  Foreign  Annexations  Injure  British  Trade  ?   By  Henry 
Birchenough    (Vice-President  *  of   the  Macclesfield 
Chamber  of  Commerce). 
Chantilly  and  the  Due  dAumale.  By  the  Count  de  Calonne. 
The  New  Irish  Policy.  By  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Monteagle. 

ORDER  THROUGH   ANY  BOOKSELLER. 

London:  SAMPSON  LOW,  MARSTON  &  COMPANY,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 


i. 
ii. 

in. 

IV. 

v. 

VI. 

VII. 
VIII. 

IX. 

x. 

XI. 

XII. 
XIII. 
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S.  ALLCOCK  &  CO,, 


WHOLESALE    ONLY.       REDDITCH.       WHOLESALE  ONLY. 

TAe  *£arge6t  7hanufacturer4  of  ¥i4fiing  7}od6,  TacA/e,  JtcoAd  tfc,  in  Me 
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® rone 6  Bouses. 

LONDON : 

CO,    Queen  Victoria 
Street,  E.C. 

PARIS : 

77,  Rue  Rambutaau. 

CANADA : 

TORONTO. 


4$uf  Sacforg : 
H'tkcia,  SPAIN. 


TRAOE  N1RK 


Melbourne  1888, 
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GOLD  MEDALS  AND  HIGHEST  AWARDS  AT  SIXTEEN  INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITIONS. 

The "  COXON "  Spinner.  "HERGULES"  Patent  Rust-proof  Wire] Gimp.  The  " PERFECT"  Landing  1 
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PATENT  RING  MOUNTED  DEVON. 

Bedford  Spinner. 
Standard  Salmon 
Flies. 
Standard  Trout  Flies. 
Air  Pump 
Waterproof  Silk 
Lines. 
Tanned  Flax  Lines. 
Oar  Hand-made  Split 
Cane  Rods  for  Trout 
and  Salmon,  with 
or    without  Steel 
Centres. 
Spinning  Bods. 

Sea  Bods. 
"Mahteb"  Sea 
Tackle. 
Standard  Yachting 
Outfit. 
Dry  Fly  Fisherman's 
Belt,  to  carry  Flies. 
Casts,  Landing  Net 
fee! 


'.  STANDARD  GUT  CAST  PROTECTOR. 


TUB  "  SIMPLEX  "  EBONITE 

NOTTINGHAM  BEEL. 
AlVaiaes.   Specially  light  and  strong. 


'  STANDARD "  MAY  FLIES. 


Hercules  Gut  Casts 
and  Traces. 
Bust-proof  Wire 
Spinning  Traces. 
Bust-Proof  Wire 

Gimp. 
Paley's  Fly  Pouches. 
"  Jardine  "  Detach- 
able Lead- 
The  Standard 
Spinners. 
Gun  Metal  Beels. 
Makers  of  Pennell's 
Turn  Down  Eyed 
Hooks. 
Jardine's  New  Patent 

Live  Bait  Tackle. 
F.  G.  Floats  and  Leads. 
Standard  Greenheart 

Bods  for 
Trout  and  Salmon. 
Glowworm  Bulbs. 


No.  3180. 

EBONITE  AND  GUN  METAL  TROUT 
BEEL. 

All  bars  fixed  in  the  gun  metal.    It  Is  very  light 
and  strong. 


"AILCOCK'S" 
PATENT  SEA  LEAD. 


"COXON"  AERIAL  REEL. 


No.  472fi.  No.  8184. 

"SPLIT  SCREW"  PATENT  EYED  FLY  BOX, 

COLLAPSING  With  Oork  Slips  for  holding  Flies,  and  steol  tweew. 
BING. 


Each  Cast  is  labelled  "Hercules." 

"  HERCULES  99 

THE  ABOVE   CAN  BE  HAD  FROM  ANY  RESPECTABLE   TACKLE  DEALER 


Printed  and  Pnblished  for  the  Proprietors,  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd.,  by  Horaco  Cox,  Windsor  House,  Bream's  Buildings,  London,  E.C. — Saturday,  Juuo  12. 


